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CHAP. LIX.

Twr of Attica. Agriculture. Mines ofSunium. Dif-

ccurfc of Plato on the Formation of the World,

I
HAD often pafled a confiderable time in

different country houfes, and had frequently

traveried Attica. I fnall here collect the principal

remarks which I made during thefe excurftons.

The fields are ieparated from each other by

hedges or by walls a
. By a wife regulation ob-

ferved in Attica, fuch lands as are mortgaged for

a Lyf.de Sacr. Oliv. p. 144. Demofth. in Callid. p. 1116
<t 1 1 17. Harpocr. et Suid. in AifKT.

Vol. V. B



2 TRAVELS OF
the repayment of money are pointed out by fmall

columns bearing an infcription which records the

obligations contracted with a creditor. Similar

columns placed before the houfes that are pledged

in like manner make them known to every one b
,

and the lender need be under no fear that he

fhould be injured by any fecret contracts.

The poflefibr of a field may not dig a well, or

build a houfe or wall, in it, except at a certain

diftance prefcribed by law, from the field of his

neighbour c
: neither is he permitted to turn the

waters which defcend from the hills that may fur-

round his land over his neighbour's ground ; but

he may turn them into the public road d
, and the

proprietors of the adjacent fields mull defend their

lands from them. In certain places the rain-water

is received in canals, which convey it to a great

diftance c
.

Apollodorus had a confiderable eftate near

Eleufis, to which he took me with him. The fields

were covered with ripened corn, and flaves reap-

ing it with the fickle, while young children ga-

thered the falling ears, and gave them to thofe

who bound them up in ilieaves f
.

b Harpocr. in
,y

Ar»*r. Id. Hefych. et Suitl. in "Opo,-. Poll,

lib. 3, cap. 9, § 85. Duport. in Theophr. Charafl. cap. 10,

p. 360.
c Ptt. Leg. Att. p. 387.
d Dtmofth. in Callicl. p. 1 1

1
9.

» Td. ibid. p. II 18.

f Homer. lb"ad. lib. 18, v. 555.
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They had begun their work at the dawn of

days, and the whole family fliared in thefe rural

labours h
. In a corner of the field, beneath the

made of a great tree, fome men were preparing

the provifions'j women were boiling lentils *,

and pouring meal into veflels full of boiling water,

for the dinner of the reapers *, who animated each

other to their labour by fongs with which the

fields refounded.

O bounteous Ceres ! with indulgent fmile,

Survey and profper this our ruftic toil :

Ye joyous reapers, clear the yellow plain,

And to the north cxpofc the dwelling grain.

The lark awakes, your fharpen'd fickles wield,

Nor quit till he retires to reft the field m
.

Other couplets expreffed an envy of the happy-

condition of the frog, who has always plenty of

drink •, in others jokes were pafTed on the manage-

ment of the infpector of the flaves, and the work-

men advifed to tread the corn at noon, becaufe

then the grain may more eafily be feparated from

the hufks in which it is inclofed".

The fheaves, when conveyed to the threfhing-

8 Heiiod. Oper. v. 578.
* Euftath. in Iliad, lib. 1 8, p. 1162.
k Schol. Theocr. in Idyll. 10, v. 54.
K Theocr. ibid.

: Homer. Iliad, lib. 18. v. 555.
:n Theocr, ibid.

» Id. ibid. Mem. de 1' Acad, des Bdl. Lettr. t. ix. p. 3C0,

B 2



4 TRAVELS OF

floor, are difpofed circularly and in layers. One

of the labourers places himfelf in the middle of

them, holding in one hand a whip, and in the

other a bridle, with which he guides the oxen,

horfes, or mules, which he makes walk, or trot,

round him. Some of his companions turn the

llraw, and place it under the feet of the animals,

till it is entirely broken " •, others throw handfuls

into the air , when a brifk gale, which commonly

riles about than time, wafts the chaff to a little dif-

tance, while the grain falls directly down, and is

gathered up and put into earthen vefTels p
.

Some months after we again vifited the farm of

Apollodorus. The vintagers were gathering the

grapes from the vines, which were fupported by

props q
. Boys and girls filled wicker bafkets with

them, and carried them to the wine-prefs r
. Be-

fore they are prefTed, fome farmers caufe vine-

branches loaded with grapes to be brought home 5
.

They expole them to the fun for ten days, and

ktcp them in the {bade for five other days r
.

n Homer. Iliad, lib. 20, v. 495. Xenoph. Manor, lib. 5,

p. 85*.
Homer. OdyfT. lib. II, v. 127. Euilath. ibid. p. 167c,

lin. 50.

p Hefiod. Oper. v. 475 et 6cc. Procl. ibid.

s Homer. Iliad, lib. 18, v. 563.
r ,d. ibid. v. 567. Euilath. t. ii. p. 1 163, lin. 45. Anacr.

Cd. 52.
5 .-'• nacr. Od. 50. Note de M c Dao'er.
r Htfiod. Oper. v. 61c. H'mer. OJylT, lib. 7, v. 123-.
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Some keep their wine in cafks ", others in lea-

thern bottles % or in earthen verTels )
r

.

While the vintage was prefling, we heard with

much pleafure the longs of the wine-prds z
; for

io they are called. We had alio heard others

during the dinner of the vintagers, and in .i.c dif-

ferent inrervals of the day, which were accom-

panied with dancing 3
.

The liarveft b and the vintage conclude with

feftivals celebrated with all thofe rapid emotions

of mirth which plenty produces, and which are

diverfiried according to the nature of the object.

Corn being confidered as the benefaction of a

goddefs who has provided for our neceffities, and

wine as the gift of a god felicitous to increaie our

pkafures, the gratitude manifeiled to Ceres exhi-

bits itlelf in a lively but decently attempered joy,

while that to Bacchus riots in all the tranfports of

delirium.

Sacrifices arc likewife offered at the time of fow-

ing and hay-harvelt. At the feafon for gathering

u Anacr. Od. 52.
1 Homer. Odyff. lib. 9, v. 196.

» Id. ibid. v. 2C4. Herodot.llb. 3, cap. ^.

1 Anacr. Od. 52. Oppian. dc Yenat. lib. 1, v. 127. Poll

lib. 4. cap. 7, § 57.
3 Hbmer. Iliad. lib. iP, v. 572.
b Theocr. Idyll. 7, v. 32. SchoL in v. 1. Scbol. Homer.

in Iliad. 9. v. $30, Etymol. Magn. in Qx?<.vc. Diod. Sic.

lib. 5, p. 336. Corfin. Fiift. Attic. D'ficrt. 13, t. ii. p. 802.

Meurf. in A:,u% et in QctXv;.
c Thecohr. Cb :j\i&. cap. M Calkllan. de Fed. Grccccr. in

Piopyf. V> 3
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olives and other fruits they alio prefent the firft

they gather on the altar, as gifts received from

heaven. The Greeks have felt that on thefe oc-

cafions the heart mould expand and gratefully pay

homage to the authors of the benefits bellowed on

man.

Befides thefe general feftivajs, each town and

diftricl: of Attica has its particular ones, in which,

though there is lefs magnificence, there is more

mirth, for the inhabitants of the country are unac-

quainted with fictitious joy. Their whole foul

manifests itfelf without difguile in the ruftic mows

and innocent games which aflemble them toge-

ther. I have frequently feen a number of them

collected round fome leathern bottles filled with

wine, and oilecj on the outfide. Some young

perfons hopped over thefe boitles, and by their

frequent falls occafioned loud laughter among the

by-ltanders d
. Clofe to thefe were children jump^.

ing after each other on one leg e
; others playing

at even or odd f
, apd others at blind man's buffs.

Sometimes a line drawn on the ground divided

them into two parties, and they played at day or

night*. The party which had loft ran away, ana!

4 Hefych. in 'Ac-x&A, Euftath, in Odyfl". lib. 10, p. 1646,

lin. 21 ; lib. 14, p. 1769. tin. 47. Schol. Ariftoph. in Ph '

.

y. 1 130. Phurnut. de Nat. Deor. cap. 3c.
e Poll. lib. 9. cap. 7, § 121.
f Mcurf. dc Lud. Grace, in Agjict£,

t Id. ibid, in MvTst.

' This g&me rcfetnbled that of crofs or pile,
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the others purfued them to overtake and make

them prifoners*. Thefe amufements are only in

ufe among the children, in the city, but in the

country grown peribns do not blufli to join in

them.

Euthymenes, one of our friends, had always

relied for the management of his affairs in the

country on the vigilance and fidelity of a flave

whom he had placed over the others '. Convinced,

at length, that the eye of a mailer is much more

difcerning than that of a fteward k
, he determined

to retire to his country-houfe, fituated in the vil-

lage or borough of Acharnx, at the diftance of fixty

ftadia from Athens 1 *.

We paid him a vifit there fome years after.

His health, which had formerly been in a declining

(late, was re-eftablifhed. His wife and children

partook in, and increafed his happinels. Our life,

faid he to us, is active, but not agitated •, we are un-

acquainted with difguft or wearinefs, and we enjoy

without alloy the felicity of the prefent moment.

He fhewed us his houle, which had not long

been built. It fronted the louth, that it might re-

ceive the warmth of the fun in winter, and be de-

fended from its heat in fummer, when that lumi-

h Mcuif. ck Lud. Grxc. in 'O-fax.

' Xenoph. Manor, lib. 5, p. 855,
* Id. ibid. p. 854.
1 Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 2\.

* About two leagues and a quarter.

B 4



S TRAVELS OF
nary has attained his greateft elevation"1

. The

apartment of the women was feparated from that

of the men by baths, which prevented any conv

munication between the flaves of different (exes,

Each room was adapted to the purpofe for which

it was defigned. The corn was kept in a dry

place, and the wine in a cool one. The furniture

was not rich and fumptuous, but the utmoft neat-

nefs was every where confpicuous. Garlands, and

incenfe for facrifices, habits of ceremony for the

feftivals, armour and military drefles, garments

for the different feafons, kitchen utenfils, inftru-

ments to grind wheat, veffels in which to knead

dough, and provifions for the whole year, and

each month in particular, all were found with faci-

lity, becaule all were in their proper places, and

orderly arranged". The inhabitants of the city,

laid Euthymencs, would treat this methodical ex-

actnefs with contempt ; they are ignorant how

much time is faved by it in looking for things,

and that a hufbandman ought to be as great an

ceconomift of his time as of his money.

I have fet over my houfe, added he, an intelli-

gent and active woman. After having certified

myfelf that her manners were unexceptionable, I

gave her an exact inventory of all the things com-

mitted to her care. And how, faid I, do you re-

ro Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 777 ; lib. 5, p. 844.
" Id. ibid. lib. 5, p. 843
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compence her fervices ? By efteem and confidence,

anfwered he. Since me has been entruftcd with

every fecrct of our affairs, they have become her

own°. We pay the fame attention to thoie of our

flaves who fhew zeal and fidelity in our fervice.

They have better (hoes, and are better clothed.

Theie little distinctions render them fenfible to

honour p
, and retain them in their duty more ef-

fectually than the fear of pur.ifhment.

My wife and myfelf have divided between us

the care and management of our affairs. She re-

gulates all the houlehold concerns, and I infpedt

whatever is done without doors q
. I have under-

taken to cultivate and improve the lands which I

have inherited from my anceftors. Laodice takes

account of what is received and expended, and of

the ftoring and distribution of the corn, wine, oil,

and fruits which are delivered to her care. She

alio maintains order amen?; our domeftics, lending

fometo the field, and diftributing to others wool,

which Hie teaches them to prepare and make into

clothing r
. Her example lightens their labours;

and when they are fiek, her attentions and mine

alleviate their fufFerings. We companionate the

condition of our flaves, and are ever ready to allow

that they have numerous claims to our gratitude.

Xtnopli. M mor.lib. c, p. 84.5.

p Id ib.a. p. 855 et 057.
<i Id. ibid. p. 838.
* Id. ibid p. 8^9, &c.
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After having crofied a court-yard full of fowls,

ducks, and other domeftic birds % we vifited the

ftables, fheepfolds, and likewife the flower-garden ;

in which we law fucceflively bloom narcifiufes, hya-

cinths, irifes, violets of different colours r

, roles of

various fpecies", and all kinds of odoriferous

plants *. You cannot be furprifed, faid my friend,

at the care with which I cultivate flowers : you

know that with them we adorn the temples, altars,

and ftatues of our gods y
; that we wear crowns of

them at our entertainments, and the celebration of

our facred rites ; that we drew them on our tables

and our beds-, and that we even offer to the divi-

nities thofe which we efteem mod grateful to them.

A hufbandman befides ought not to neglect the

fmalleft profits. Every time I fend wood, coal %
fruits, or other commodities to the market of

Athens, I always add to thefe fame baikets of

flowers, which are fure to find a fpeedy iale.

Euthymenes afterward conducted us to his farm,

which was more than forty ftadia in circuit u *,

and from which he had obtained the preceding

year above a thoufand medimni of barley, and

c Hcfych, in Koovuxoi,

' Athcn. lib. 15, cap. 9. p. 683.
* Theophr. ap. Athen, p. 682.

* Id. Hi ft. Plant, lib. 6, cap, 6, p, 643,
y Xcnoph. Mernor. p. 183.
* Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 212,

* Demoilh. in Plurnip. p IC23.

* About a league and a half.
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tight hundred meafures of w:ne b

. He had fix

beads of burden, which every day carried to mar-

ket wood and other commodities, and brought

him in twelve drachmas daily c *. As he com-

plained that inundations frequently carried away

his crops, we afked him why he had not removed

to a part of the country Ids fubjecl: to fuch acci-

dents. Advantageous exchanges have often been

propofed to me, anfwered he, and you fhall ice

why I have not accepted them. He immediately

opened the door of a fmall encloiure, in which wc

found a plat of grafs furrounded with cyprefs

trees. Here, faid he, are the tombs of my family d
.

There, beneath thole poppies, I faw the grave dug

in which the remains of my father are depofited.

By the fide of it is that of my mother. I fome-

times come hither to converle with them, and

imagine that I ice and hear them. No ; never

will I leave this facred lpor. My fon, faid he

afterward, turning to a little boy who followed us,

when I am dead, lay me befide my parents ; and

when you have the misfortune to lofe your mother,

place her next to me. Remember it is my com-

mand. His fon promifed not to neg!e& what he

had enjoined him, and burlt into tears.

h Demofth. in Phocnip. p. 1025..
c Id. ihid. p. 1023.
* See note at the end of the volume.
* Pemofth. in Cullicl, p. 11 17. IdT in Macart. p. 1040.
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The borough of Acharnre is full of vineyards *,

and the whole country of Attica covered with

olive trees, which are more carefully cultivated

there than any other kind of tree. Euthymenes

had planted a great number of them, efpecially

along the roads which bordered his farm. He
allowed the fpace of nine feet between each, be-

caufe he knew that their roots will extend to a

confiderable diftance f
. No perfon is permitted

to root up on his grounds more than two olive-

trees in a year, unlefs it be for fome ufe authorized

by religion. He who violates this law is con-

demned to pay for each tree a hundred drachmas

to the informer, and another hundred to the pub-

lic treafury, a tenth of which is deducted for the

treafury of Minerva g
.

"VVe frequently find clutters of olive trees left in

referve, and furrounded by a hedge. Thefe do

not appertain to the owner of the field, but to the

temple of the above-mentioned goddefs. They

are farmed out h
, and their produce is entirely fct

apart for the maintenance of her worfhip. If the

proprietor of the land fhould cut down a flngle

tree, even though it fhould be only a barren trunk*

he would be punifhed with banifhment and con-

fifcation of his goods. The Areopagus takes.

e Ariitoph. in Acharn. v. 5 1 1.

' Xenoph. Memor. p. 865. Pint, in Sol. t. i. p. 9U
f Dcmollh. in Macart. p. 1039. pet. Log. At.t. p, 391,
* Lyf. in Areopag, p. 133,
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cognizance of all offences relative to the different

kinds of olive trees, and from time to time fend*

infpectors to watch over their prefervation '.

Continuing our walk, we were paffed by a nu-

merous flock of fheep, preceded and followed by

dogs kept to drive away the wolves k
. A covering

of (kin was wrapt round each fheep. This prac-

tice, which has been borrowed from the Mega-

reans ', defends the wool from the filth which

might otherwife defile it, and prevents it from

being torn by the hedges. I know not whether it

contributes to render the wool finer, but I can af-

firm that the wool of Attica is extremely fine"1

.

I ihould add likewife, that the art of dying has there

been brought to fuch perfection, that the colours it

gives to it are never effaced 11
.

I learned on this occafion that fheep grow

the fatter the more they drink, and that, to excite

their third, fait is often mixed with what they 'eat

;

and that, in fummer efpecially, a certain meafure

of it, that is a medimnus * for each hundred fheep,

js diflributed among them every fifth day. I was

' Lyf. in Areopag. p. 136 et [43. Markl. Conjedt. ad cap. 7.

jLyf. p. 548, ad cal. edit. Taylor.
* Xenoph. Memor. lib. 2, p. 757 et 759.
1 Diogeii. Lacrt. lib. 6, § 41.
m Varr. de Re Ruftic. lib. 2. cap. 2. Flut. de Audit, t. u.

p. 42. Athen. lib. y, p. 219.
n Plat, de Rep. lib. 4, t. ii. p. 429,
* About four bufhels.
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likewife told that, when they are thus made tcr eat

fait, they give more milk .

At the foot of a fmall eminence which bounded

a meadow, we faw a number of bee-hives, fur-

rounded with rofemary and broom. Obferve,

faid Euthymenes, with what induftrious alacrity

the bees execute the commands of their queen,

for flie it is who, not fufFering them to remain

idle, fends them into this beautiful meadow to

colledt the rich materials, the ufe of which (he re-

gulates ; fhe it is who fuperintends the conftruction

of the cells, and the education of the young bees,

which, when they are capable of providing for

their fubfiftence, fhe forms into a fwarm p
, and

obliges to leave their home under the conduct of

a bee which fhe has chofen *.

Farther on, between hills enriched with vine-

yards, we came to a plain where we faw yokes of

oxen, fome of which drew tumbrels of dung, while

others, harnefled t© the plough, laborioufly traced

the lengthened furrow '. I mall fow barley here,

faid Euthymenes, for that is the kind of grain

which fucceeds befl in Attica '. The wheat we

grow here, affords indeed a bread very agreeable to

the tafte, but it is lefs nutritive than that of Bceo-

• Arillot. Hill. Animal, lib. 8, cap. io, t. i. p. 906,
f Xenoph. Memor. lib. 5, p. 837 et 839.
* Sec note ;it the end of the volume.
^ ./Elian. Var. Hift. lib. 5, cap. 14.
s Theophr. Hift. Plant, lib. 8, cap. 8, p. 947,,
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da •, and it has been more than once remarked,

that the Boeotian athletre, while they refide at

Athens, confume two fifchs more of wheat than in

their own country s

; yet is that country contiguous

to ours, fo true is it that a little thing fufEces to

alter the influence of climate. As another proof

of this, it may be remarked, that the ifle of Salamis

is dole to Attica, yet grain ripens there much

lboner than with us c
.

The difcourfe of Euthymenes, and the objects

by which I was furrounded, began to engage my
attention. I already perceived that the fcience of

agriculture was not founded merely on blind cuf-

tom, but on a long feries of obfervations. It ap-

pears, faid our guide, that we formerly received

the principles of this art from the Egyptians u
, and

that we communicated them to the other nations

of Greece, the greater part of whom, in gratitude

for fo great a benefit, bring us every year the

firfl fruits of their harvefts x
. I know that other

Grecian cities make the fame pretenfions with

ourfclves*-, but to what purpole would it be to

diicufs their claims ? The moll neceflary arts have

had their birth among the molt ancient nations,

Theophr. Hift. Plant, lib. 8, cap. 4, p. 932.
' Id. ibid. cap. 3, p. 9 1

3.
J Diod. Sic. lib. 1, p. 13, 14, 2^ ; lib. 5, p. 336.
* lfocr. Paneg. t.i. p. 133. Juftin. lib. 2, cap. 6
Goguct. Orig. des Lois, t. ii. p, 177.
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and their origin is the more illuftricus as it is more

o bleu re.

That of husbandry, when tranfmitted to the

Greeks, became improved by experience ; and a

number of writers have employed themfelves to

collect its precepts. Several celebrated philofo-

phers, as Democritus, Archytas, and Epicharmus,

have left us uftful inftruclions on the fubject of

ruftic labours z
, and many ages before them they

had been fung by Ilefiod in one of his poems a
:

but a hufoandman ought not to abide fo implicitly

by their precepts as never to dare to interrogate

nature and make new experiments. If then, re-

plied I, I had a field to cultivate, it would not be

lufficient to conlult the authors you have men-

tioned ? No, anfwered my friend ; they give many

excellent directions, but fuch as are not fuitable to

every foil and every climate!

Let us fuppofe that you intended one day to

exercife the noble profemon which I follow. I

mould fir ft endeavour to prove to you that all your

care and all your time mould be devoted to the

earth, and that the more you fhall do for her, the

more me will do for you b
•, for me is only fo be-

neficent becaufe me is ju(c c
.

z Ariitot. de Rep. lib. i, cap. 1 1, t. ii. p. 308. Varr. (L Re
Ruihe. lib. j, cap. 1, Colum. dc Re Ruilic. lib. I, cap. 1.

a Hefiod. Oper. et Dies.
b Xcnoph. Memor. lib. 5. p. S6S.

Id. ibid. p. S3 2.

To
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To this principle I (hould add, fometimes rules

confirmed by the experience of ages, and fome-

times doubts which you might refolve by your

own obfervations or the knowledge of others. I

fhould fay to you, for example : Choofe a favour-

able fituation d
. Study the nature of foils, and

the manures proper to each production e
. Inform

yourfelf when it may be neceflary to mingle earths

of different kinds f
j and when the earth fhould be

mixed with the dung 8
, or the dung with the

grain h
.

If the fubjecl: in queftion were the cultivation of

wheat in particular, I mould add: Redouble your

labours. Do not commit to the earth the grain

you have laft reaped, but that of the preceding

year 1

. Sow fooner or later according to the

temperature of the feafon k
, thicker or thinner

according as the earth is lighter or heavier 1

, but

always low equally m. Does your wheat run up

too high, be careful to cut it, or turn in Jfheep to

browie on it
n

; for the former of theie methods is

* Theopbr. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 3, cap. 1.

e Id. Hift. Plant, lib. 8, cap. 8, p. 946.
f Id. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 3, cap. 25.
z Id. ibid. cap. 7.
h Id. Hift. Flant. lib. 7, cap. 5, p. 79*.
» Id. Hift. Plant, lib. 8, cap. II, p. 962. Plin. lib. 18;

cap. 24, t. ii. p. 127. Gcopon. lib. 2, cap. 16.
x Xcnopli. Mtmor. lib. 5, p. 861.
1 Theophr. ibid. cap. 6, p. 939.
™ Xcnoph. ibid.

» Th«ophr. ibid, cap, 7, p. 942.

Vol. V. C
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fometimes dangerous : the grain becomes long and

thin. Have you much ftraw ; only cut down half

of it, and burn what remains on the ground ; ic

will ferve for manure °. Lay up your wheat in a

dry p]ace p
-, and that it may keep a long time do

not fpread it, but heap it up, and even water it *.

Euthymenes made feveral other remarks on the

cultivation of wheat, and enlarged Hill more on

that of the vine. I fhall give you his obfervations

in his own words

:

We muft be particularly attentive to the nature

of the young plant, the labours it requires, and the

means of rendering it fruitful. A number of

practices relative to thcfe various objects, and

frequently contradictory to each other, have been

introduced in the different diftricts of Greece.

Almoft every where vines are fupported with

props r
. They are only manured once in four

years, or not fo often ; more frequent manurings

would at laft burn them up s
.

The attention of the vine-drefTer is principally

directed to the pruning-, the object of which is

to render the vine ftronser, more fruitful, and

longer lived \

° Xenoph. Memor. lib. 5, p. 862.
P Li. ibid. p. 844.
"i Theophr. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 4, cap. \$.

_

r Xenoph. Memor. lib. 5, p. 866. Theophr. de Cauf. Plant,

lib. 2, cap. 25.
* Theophr. ibid. lib. 3, cap. .13.
1 Id. ibid. cap. 19.
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In a ground newly cleared, a young plant

ihould be pruned in the third year, but later m
one that has been long cultivated

u
. With refpecl:

to the feafon, fome maintain that this operation

ought to be early performed ; becaufe inconveni-

ences may refult from pruning either in winter or

in fpring, fince in the former cafe the wound can-

not clofe, and the eyes or buds are in danger of

being dried up by the cold ; and, in the latter,

the fap is exhausted, and flows over the buds near

the wound".

Others make dillinctions according to the na-

ture of the foil. They fay that the vines in a

thin and dry ground mould be pruned in au-

tumn j thofe in a cold and moid one, in fpring

;

and thofe in a foil neither too dry nor too moift,

in winter, By thefe means the former would prc-

ferve the fap neceflary to them, the fecond lofe

that which is fuperfluous, and all would produce

an excellent wine. One proof, fay they, that in

moid grounds pruning Ihould be deferred till the

fpring, and a part of the fap fmTered to flow off,

is the cuftom we have of fowing in vineyards

barley and beans, which abforb the humidity of

the foil, and prevent the vine from exhaulting it-

ielf in ufclefs branches.

The vine-dreffers are divided on another quef-

u Throphr. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 3, cap. iS.
:< Id- ibid, cap, 20.

C 2
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tiony-, whether vines fhould be pruned long or

fhort. 'Some fay this is to be determined by the

nature "of the plant or the foil ; and others, that it

depends on the quantity of fap in the branches :

if that is abundant, feveral very fhort moots fhould

be left, that the vine may produce more grapes ;

but if there is but little of it, fewer fhoots

fhould be left, and the vine mould be pruned

longer.

The vines which bear many branches and few

grapes require that the moots at the top mould be

pruned long, and thofe lower down fhort ; in order

that the vine may be flrengthened at the root, and

at the fame time the branches at the top produce

much fruit.

It is advantageous to prune young vines fhort,

that they may grow ftronger -, for vines which are

pruned long, produce indeed more fruit, but fooner

die*.

I fhall not fpeak of the different labours which

the vine requires 8
, nor of feveral practices, the

utility of which is acknowledged. We frequently

fee the vine-dreiTers ftrew a light dufl over the

grapes, to defend them from the heat of the fun,

and for other reafons which it would be too te-

dious to enumerate b
. At other times we fee them

y Theophr. de Caul". Plant, lib. 3, cap. 19.

* Id. ibid. cap. 20.
3 Id. ibid. cap. 2 U
b Id. ibid. cap. 22.
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pluck off fome of the leaves, that the clutters,

being more expofed to the fun, may ripen fooner c
.

Would you wifh to reftore youth to a vine

nearly dead with old age ; remove the earth on

one fide, and pick aad clean the roots, applying

to them different kinds of manure, and covering

them with the earth. It will produce fcarcely any

fruit the firft year, but, after three or four years,

it will have regained its former vigour. If you

afterwards perceive it begin to languifh, again re-

peat the fame operation on the other fide-, and

thefe precautions, taken every ten years, will in

fome meafure render your vine immortal d
.

To obtain grapes without {tones, you mutt take

a vine-fhoot, and cut it lightly in the part which

is to be fet in the ground ; take out the pith from

this part, unite the two fides feparated by the inci-

fion, cover them with wet paper, and plant it in the

earth. The experiment will fucceed better if the

lower part, thus prepared, be put in a fea-onion be-

fore it is planted. Other methods are known to

produce the fame effect c
.

Would you wifh to have on the fame vine both

black and white grapes, or clutters the berries of

e Xcnopb. Memor. lib. 5, p. 866.
d Theophr, Hilt. Plant, lib. 4, cap. 15.
c Id. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 5, cap. 5. Dcmocr. Geopon. lib. 4,

cap. 7. Pallad. do Re Ruftic. Febr. tit. 29. Colum. de
Arbor, 9. Plin. lib. 1 7, cap. 21, t. ii. p. 74. Traite dc la

Vignc. t. i. p. 29.

c?
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which fiiall be fome black and others white f

;

take a fhoot of each kind, bruife them in their

upper part, lb that they may clojcly unite and in-

corporate, if I may fo fpeak, tie them together,

and plant them.

We afterwards requeued from Euthymenes

fome inftrudlions concerning the different kinds of

plants of the kitchen garden, and fruit-trees. The
former, faid he, come up fooner when we make

life of feed which is two or three years old g
. There

are fome which if. is advantageous to water with

fait water 11
. Cucumbers* are iweeter when their

feeds have been fteeped in milk for two days '.

They thrive better in grounds naturally a little

moift, than in gardens where they are frequently

watered I?

. Would you have them early ; fow

them at firrt in pots, and water them with warm

water 1
j but I muil tell you that they will have

lefs flavour than if they had been watered with

cold water n>
. To render them large, care is taken,

as foon as they begin to be formed, to cover them

with a pot or vefiel, or to introduce them into a

f Theophr, de Cauf. plant, lib. 5, cap. 5.

z Ariflot. Problem. § 2c. Quceli. 36, t. ii. p. 773.
h Theophr, ibid. lib. 2, cap. 7.

* See note at the end of the volume.
i Theophr. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 12. Id. Hiftor. Plant, lib. 7,"

pap. 3. Pidlad. in Mart. lib. 4, cap. 9. Colum. de Re Ruftic*

fil ' ., cap. 3. Plin, lib. 19, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 165.
k Ariflot. Probl. t ii. p. 776/
1 Theophr. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 5, cap. 6.

B! Ariliot. Probl. p. 775. Theophr. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 8,
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kind of tube. To preferve them a long time they

ihould be covered, and kept hung up in a well ".

Trees mould be planted in autumn, or rather in

the fpring . The trench mould be digged at

lead a year before they are plante i
p

. It is ufual

to leave it a long time open, as if it were to be fe-

cundated by the air*. The dimenfions of the

trench are varied according as the foil is dry or

moid. It is ufual to allow to it two feet and a half

in depth, and two feet in breadth r
.

I only relate, faid Euthymenes, practices that

are known and familiar to all cultivated nations

;

and which, replied I immediately, do not fuffi-

ciently excite their admiration. What time, what

reflection, mud not have been necefiary to ebfervc

and gain a knowledge of the wants, the varieties,

and refources of Nature -, to render her docile

and diverfify or correct her productions ! I was

furpriied at my arrival in Greece to fee trees

manured and pruned s
j but how great was my

admiration to find that the fecret had been difco-

vered to diminifn the kernel of foine fruits to in-

creafe the fize of the pulp 1
; that other fruits, and

n Ariftot. ProbL p. 773. Theophr. de Cauf. Plant, lib, 5,
cap. 6.

Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 3 et 4.
P Id. ibid. cap. 5.

^ Id. ibid. cap. I 8.

r Xenoph. Manor, lib. j, p. S64.
c Theophr. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 3, cap. 2.

} U. ibid, lib. 1, cap. 18.

C4
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efpecially pomegranates, had been made to gro\^

larger on the tree by covering them with an earthen

veffel u
; and that trees were compelled to bear

fruits of different kinds x
, and be loaded with pro-

ductions foreign to their nature !

This latter prodigy, faid Euthymenes, is effect-

ed by grafting, by which the roughnefs and four-

nefs of the fruits of wild trees is corrected y. Al-

moft all garden trees undergo this operation, which

is ordinarily performed on trees of the fame fpecies ;

as, for example » a fig is grafted on another fig-tree,

an apple on a pear-tree *, &c.

Figs ripen fooner when they have been punc-

tured by gnats that come from the fruit of a wild

fig-tree purpofely planted near*. Yet thofe which

ripen naturally are preferred, and the dealers who

fell them in the market never fail to mention this

difference b
.

It is faid that pomegranates will be fweeter when

the tree is watered with cold water, and pigs-dung

laid round the roots ; that almonds have more fla-

vour when nails are driven into the trunk of the

tree, and the fap fuffered to flow out for fome

v A-riflot. Piobl. § 20, t. ii. p. 772.
x Theophr. de Cam". Plant, lib. 5, cap. 5.

y Id. ibid. lib. 1, cap- 6 et 7.

* Ariilot. de Plant* -Ub. i,cap. 6, t. ii. p. 1016.
a Id. ibid. p. 1017. Theophr. de Cauf. Plant, lib. 2>

eap. 12. Tourneiort. Voyage du Levant, t. i. p. 338.
* Theophr. ibid. cap. 1 3

.
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time c
; and that olive-trees do not thrive when

they are more than three hundred ftadia from the

fea d *. It is like.vife laid that certain trees have

a fenfible influence on other trees ; that olive-trees

delight in the neighbourhood of wild pomegra-

nates
e
, and garden pomegranates in that of

myrtles f
. It is added, in fine, that the difference

of fex mult be admitted in trees and plants e
. an opi-

nion which was at firft founded on the analogy that

was imagined to exift between animals and the

other productions of nature, and afterward con-

firmed by the obfervation that palm-trees do not

bear fruit unlefs the females are fecundated by the

down or dull contained in the flower of the male h
.

This fpecies of phenomenon muft firft have been

obferved in Egypt and the neighbouring coun-

tries ; for in Greece the palm-trees railed for the

ornament of gardens bear no dates, or at lead never

bring them to perfect maturity '.

In general the fruits of Attica have a fweetnefs*

not found in thofe of the neighbouring countries k
,

which advantage they owe lefs to the induftry of

c Arifiot. de Plant, lib. I, cap. 7, t. ii. p. 1017.
4 Theophr. Hilt. Plant, lib. 6, cap. 2, p. 550.
* 1 1

1 leagues.
e Arillot. ibid. cap. 6, p. 1017.
1 Theophr. tie Cauf. Plant, lib. 2, cap. 9, p. 24.3.

? Arillot.de Plant, lib. I, cap. 2, p. 1011. Theophr. Hi&
Tlant. lib. 3, cap. 9, p. 146.

h Theophr. Hilt. Plant, lib. 2, p. 1 1 3.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 5, p. I 24.
* Ariitot. Problem, t. ii. p. 774.
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the cultivator than the influence of the climate.

"We as yet are ignorant how far this influence will

correct the lburnefs of thofe beautiful fruits which

hang on that citron-tree lately brought from

Perfia to Athens *.

Euthymenes fpoke to us concerning ruflic la-

bours with pleaiure, and with tranfport on the de-

lights of a country life.

One evening, when we were feated at table^

before his hcufe, under fome fuperb plane-trees,

that arched over our heads, he faid to us : When
I walk in my fields, all things finile and feem em-

beilifned with new ornaments in my eyes. Thefe

harvefts, trees, and plants, exift only for me, or

rather for the neceflltous whofe wants I relieve.

Sometimes I create to myielf illufions to heighten

my enjoyments, and the earth then feems to ac-

company her benefactions with a fpecies of delicacy,

and announces her fruits by flowers, as among men

benefits ought to be accompanied by the graces.

An emulation without rivalry forms the bond of

the union between me and my neighbours. They

frequently come and take their places around this

table, which was never yet encircled but by my
friends. Confidence and franknefs reign at thefe

repafts •, we communicate to each other our difco-

veries, for, unlike to other artifts who have fecrets m ,

1 Antipaon.ap. Allien, lib. 3, cap. 7, p. 84. Salmaf, Exercit,

in Plin. p. (j./o.

£ XenopU. Memor. lib. 5, p. 858,
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each is only emulous to inform himfelf and inftrudt

his friends.

Then, addreffing himfelf to fome inhabitants of

the city of Athens, who had that moment arrived,

he added : You imagine yourlelves free within the

enclofure of your walls, but that independence

which the laws grant to you is inceflantly torn from

you by the tyranny of fociety. Have you not

employments to intrigue for and to dilcharge,

powerful men to footh and flatter, fecret mifchiefs

to forefee and to fhun, and duties of ceremony,

more rigorous than thofe of nature, to fulfil ? Are

you not compelled to a continual reftraint in your

drefs, demeanour, actions, and words •, to endure

the infupportable pre flu re of idlenefs, and the

tedious perfecutions of the importunate ? There is

no kind of flavery by which you are not held in

bondage.

Your festivals are moft magnificent, but ours

mod mirthful
; your pleafures fuperflcial and

tranflent, but ours real and conftant. Can the

dignities of the republic afford any functions

more noble than the exercife of an art, without

which induftry and commerce muft alike de-

cline" ?

Have you ever, in your rich apartments,

breathed an air io frefn as that we refpire in this

» Xcnoph. Memor. lib. 5, p. 832.

6
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verdant arbour ? or can your entertainments,

fometimes fo lumptuous.. compare with the bowls

of milk which we have juft drawn, and thofe de-

licious fruits which we have gathered with our

own hands ? And what a relifh do we acquire to

our repafts from labours, which it is fo pleafing to

undertake even in the frofts of the winter, and the

heats of fummer ° ; and from which it is fo delightful

to reft, fometimes amid the thick woods fanned by

the breath of zephyrs, and reclining on a turf

which invites to fleep ; and fometimes near a fpark-

ling fire p fed by the trunks of trees which I have

felled on my own grounds, furrounded by my wife

and children, objects ever new of the moll tender

love, in defiance of the impetuous winds which

howl around my cottage without being able to

diflurb its tranquillity !

Ah ! if happinefs be only the health of the foul,

mull it not be found in thofe places where a juft

proportion ever reigns between our wants and our

defires, where motion is conftantly followed by

reft, and where our affections are always accompa-

nied by tranquillity ?

.We had frequent converfations with Euthy-

menes, and on one occafion mentioned to him that

Xenophon, in fome of his writings q
, had propofed

• Xenoph. Memor. lib. 5, p. 831.
P Id. ibid. p. 832.
* Id. Hier. p. 916.
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to grant to thofe who fhould beft cultivate their

lands, not rewards in money, but certain honour-

able diftinctions. That expedient, anfwered he,

might tend to the encouragement of agriculture

;

but the republic is fo occupied in diftributing

favours to idle and powerful men, that it cannot

beftow a thought on ufeful and obfeure citizens.

Having left Acharnae, we continued our journey

toward Bceotia. On our way we law feveral caftles

furrounded with thick walls and lofty towers,

fuch as thofe of Phyle, Decelia, and Rhamnus.

The frontiers of Attica are defended on every fide

by thefe fortrefles, and the country people are

directed to take refuge in them in cafe of an in-

vafion r
.

Rhamnus is fttuated near the fea. On a neigh-

bouring eminence Hands the temple of the im-

placable Nemefis, the goddefs of vengeance. Her

flatue, which is ten cubits high *, is by the hand

of Phidias, and of mod beautiful workmanihip.

That artift fculptured it from a block of Parian

marble, which the Perfians had brought to this

place to erect a trophy. Phidias has not in-

scribed on it his own name, but that of his pupil

Ag<-racritus, whom he extremely loved s
.

r Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 312. Id. de Cor. p. 479.
* About 14^ feet.

* Paulan. lib. 1, cap. 32, p. 80. Plin. lib. 36, cap. 5, p. 725".

Suid. ct Hefycb. in 'Pzpt. Meurf, de Popul. Attic, in 'P^v.
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From Rhamnus we went to the town of Mara-

thon, tlit inhabitants of which were eager to relate

to us the principal circUmftances of the victory

which the Athenians, under the conduct of Mil-

tiades, had formerly gained there over the Per-

fians. This celebrated event has left fuch an im-

preffion on their minds, that they imagine they

hear, during the night, the cries of the combat-

ants, and the neighing of horfes r
. They fhewed

us the tombs of the Greeks who fell in the battle s

thefe are fmall columns, on which their names

only have been infcribed. We proftrated ourfelves

before that which the Athenians confecrated to the

memory of Miltiades, after having fuffered him to

expire in a dungeon : it is only diitinguifhed from

the reft by being erected at a fmall diftance from

them u
.

As v/e approached Brauron, the air refounded

with joyful fliouts. The inhabitants of that town

were celebrating the feftival of Diana, their tutelary

goddefs *. Her ftatue appeared to us to be of great

antiquity, and we were told that it was the fame

which Iphigenta brought from Taurica J4 All the

Athenian maidens muft be confecrated to this god-

* Paufan.Iib. i. cap. g2, p. 79.
» Id. ibid.

x Meurf. de Popul. Attic, in B^av^ . Id. in Graec. Fer. CaikH*

de Felt. Grace.

7 Paufan. Hi?. 1, cap. 23, p. $5 ', e-t cap* 33, p<r 8*<
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defs, after they have attained their fifth, and before

they have pafTed their tenth year z
. A great num-

ber of them, brought by their parents, and having

at their head the young prieftefs of Diana a
, are

prefent at thefe ceremonies, which they embellifli

by their prefence, and during which rhapfodifts

fing portions of the Iliad b
. As a confequence of

their being thus devoted, they come before mar-

riage to offer facrirkes to this goddefs c
.

We were preffed to wait fome days, that we

might be prefent at a feftival, which is repeated

every fifth year d in honour of Bacchus, and

which, as it is reforted to by the greater part of the

courtefans of Athens, is celebrated with equal iplcn-

dour and licentioufnefs r
; but as the defcription

given us of it only excited our difguft, we proceed^

ed to vifit the quarries of mount Pentelicus, which

produce that beautiful white marble fo famous

throughout Greece, and on which the chifels of

able fculptors have fo often been employed f
. It

feems as if Nature had taken a -pleaiure in multi-

z Ariitoph. in Lyfiilr. v. 644. SchoL ibid. Harpow. et

Hefych. in A^x
1

. et in Asxal.

" Dinarch.in Ariftogit. p. ic6. Demoflii. in Conon. p. ma*.
b Hefych. in B^av^.
c Suid. in A^jcI.

d Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 10;.
e Suid. in B^.v>, Schol. in Dcmollh. Orat. adv. Conon,

p. 1415.
f Theoplir. de Lapid. § 14. Strab. lib. 9, p. 359. Athen.

lib. 13, cap. 6, p. 591. Paufan. lib. 1, cap. 32, p. 78 ; lib. 5,
cap. 10, p. 398 j lib. 8, cap. 28, p. 658, &c.
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plying in the fame place great men, great artifts,

and the materials mod proper to preierve the me-

mory of each. Mount Hymettus *, and other

mountains of Attica h
, contain within them fimilar

quarries.

We went to pafs the night at Prafias, a fmall town

fituated near the fea. Its port, named Panormus,

is a fafe and commodious harbour : it is furround-

ed with valleys and delightful hills, which, from the

very fea- more, rife in the form of an amphitheatre,

and end in mountains covered with pines and va-

rious kinds of trees 1
.

Proceeding onward, we entered a beautiful

plain, which makes part of a diftrict named

Paralos * k
. It is bordered on each fide by a

range of hills, the fummits of which, rounded and

feparated from each other, feem rather to be the

work of art than of nature l
. This plain conducted

vis to Thoricos, a itrong place fituated on the fea-

coaft m ; and how great was our joy to learn that

Plato was in the neighbourhood, at the houfe of

Theophilus, one of his oldeft friends, who had

long preffed him to vine his country feat! Several

s Strab.lib 9, p. 399. Plin. lib. 17, cap. £,t. ii. p. 48; lib. 36,

cap. 3, t. ii. p. 724, et cap. 15, p. 744. Horat. lib. 2, od. 18.

h Xenoph. Rat. Redit. p, 920. Liv. lib. 31, cap. 26.

» Chandler's Travels in Greece, p. 157,.

* That is to fay, Maritime.

k Thucyd. lib. 2, cap- 55.
* Wader's Journey, p. 447. Voyag. MSS.
* Xenoph. Rat. SLediti p. 9*8.
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of his difciples had accompanied him to thefe foli-

tary places. I know not what tender intereftthe

furprife occafioned by thefe fortuitous meetings

infpires, but our interview feemed to have the air

of a dramatic difcovery, and Theophiius prolonged

the pleafure of it by detaining us at his houfe.

The next day, at a very early hour, we repaired

to mount Laurium, where are the filver mines

that have been worked from time immemorial".

They are fo rich, that the veins of metal feem to

have no end °
-, and a much greater number of pits

might be funk, if fuch undertakings did not require

confiderable fums. Befides the purchafing of in-

llruments, and the erecting of houics and furnaces,

it is neceffary to have a great number of flaves,

the price of which continually varies. According

as they are ftronger or weaker, older or younger,

they coft from three to fix hundred drachmas *, and

fometimes more p
. When the adventurers are not

rich enough to purchafe them, they contract for

them with thofe citizens who have a great number

of them, to whom they pay an obolus a day for

each flave -j-.

Every individual who, on his own account, or

at the head of a company, undertakes to make

D Xenoph. Rat. Redit.p. 924.
* Id. ibid. p. 927.
* From 270 to 540 lirres (from f.l. 5s. to 22!. ics.)

p Demollh. in Aphob. 1, p. Sc,6.

f Three l'ols (three halfpence).

Vol. V. D
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new refearches, muft purchafe a permifilon, which

can only be granted by the republic \ He
muft addrefs himfelf to the magiftrates, who have

the direction of the department of the mines. If

his propofal is accepted, it is entered in a regifter,

and he is required to pay, befides the premium for

his privilege, one twenty-fourth part of his profits

to the republic r
; and if he does not fulfil his en-

gagements, the grant reverts to the treafury, by

which it is put up to auction s
.

Formerly the fums arifing from the fale of the

privileges or the eventual profits of the mines,

were distributed to the people. Themiftocles in-

duced the general aflembly to enact that they

mould be appropriated to the building of mips {
.

This refource fupported the Athenian navy during

the Peloponnehan war. Individuals were then

fcen to acquire confiderable wealth by the mines,

Nicias, fo unfortunately rendered famous by the

expedition into Sicily, let out to an adventurer a

thouiand (laves, for whom he received a thoufand

oboli, or 166} drachmas, a day*. Hipponicus at

the fame time had fix hundred, which he let out

in like manner for fix hundred oboli, or a hun-

^ Demofth.in Pantxn. p. 992.
r Said, in 'Ay~a.!p.

' Derr.oflh. in Phcenip. p. 1022.
1 Plut. in Themift. t. i. p. 113.
* 150 livres (61. 5s.)
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dred drachmas * u
. According to this calculation,

Xenophon propofed to government to engage in

the commerce of the flaves to work the mines x
.

For a beginning, it might have been fufficient to

have purchafed twelve hundred, and fucceffively

to have augmented the number to ten thoufand,

which would have produced to the flate the annual

profit of a hundred talents y
-f.

This project, which might have excited the

emulation of thofe who undertook the working of

the mineSj was not carried into execution ; and,

toward the end of this war, it was perceived that

the mines produced lefs than they had formerly

done.

Various accidents may difappoint the hopes of

the fpeculators ; and I have known many who
have ruined themfelves for want of property, or

a fufficient knowledge of the bufinefs they had

undertaken *. The laws however have omitted

nothing which may tend to their encouragement.

The income from the mines is not reckoned

among the property which obliges a citizen to con-

tribute to the expences of the fbate a
. Punifh-

ments are denounced againft thofe who fhall ob-

* 90 livres (3I. T 5s.)

* Xenoph. Rat. Redit. p. 925.
x Id. ibid. p. 926.

f 540,CCO livres (22,5CCl.)

Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 773.
* Demoilh. in Phcenip. p. 1022 et 1025.
* Id. ibid.
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ftrud any privileged perfon in the working of his

part of the mines, either by carrying away his ma-
chines and instruments, fetting fire to the timbers

and (lays made ufe of under ground b
, or by en-

croaching on his limits, for the grants made to

each individual are circumfcribed by boundaries

which it Is not permitted to pafs c
.

We entered thefe damp and unhealthy places a
,

and witneifed what labour it colls to tear from the

bowels of the earth thofe metals which are def-

tined only to be difcovered, and even pofTefTed,

by flaves.

On the fides of the mountain, near the pits %
are conftructed forges and furnaces f

, to which the

ore is carried to feparate the filver from the other

fubilances with which it is mixed. It is frequently

found united to a fandy red and ihining fubflance,

from which has lately been obtained, for the firft

time, the artificial cinnabar s *,

The traveller through Attica muft be ilruck with

the contraft prefented by the two claflfes of work-

men whofe labours are employed on the earth.

The one, without fear, and unexpofed to danger,

b Poll. lib. 7, cap. 23, § 98. Pet- Leg. Att. p. 543.
-' Demofth. in Pantren. p. 992.
u Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 773.
* V.truv. lib. 7, cap. 7.
f Demofth. ibid. p. 998. Suid. Harpocr. et Phot. Lex. Man.

in K*f%.

E Theopliraft. de Lapid. § 104. Plin. lib. 33, cap. 7, t. ii.

p. 624. Coi-fin Fait Attic, t. iii. p. 262.
* This difcovery was made about the year 405 before Chrift.
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gather on the furface the corn, wine, oil, and other

fruits, in which they are permitted to participate.

They are in general well fed and well clothed

;

they have their moments of pleafure, and in the

midft of their toil breathe a free air, and enjoy the

fplendour of heaven. The other, buried in quar-

ries of marble or mines of filver, continually in

danger of feeing the tomb dole over their heads,

are only guided in their inceffant labours by dim

and funereal lights, and are perpetually furround-

ed by a grofs and frequently deadly atmoiphere,

Unfortunate fpedtres, to whom no feeling remains

but that of their fufferings, nor ftrength but what

muft be employed to augment the pride and pomp

of their matters, who tyrannize over them ! From

this companion we may judge which are the true

riches that nature defigned for man.

We had not informed Plato of our journey to

the mines. He wifhed to accompany us ro Cape

Sunium, diftant from Athens about three hun-

dred and thirty ftadia h *-. On it Hands a fuperb

temple confecrated to Minerva, of white marble,

and of the Doric order, furrounded by a periftyle,

and having, like that of Thefeus, which it re-

fembles in its general dilpofuion, fix columns in

front, and thirteen on the fides '.

•n<s lib. 9, p. 592.
lout tweive leagues and a half.

• Lc Rui, Ruines de la Greqe, pprt i. d. 24.

E>3
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From the fummit of the promontory is feen, at

the foot of the mountain, the harbour and town of

Sunium, which is one of the fortrefTes of Attica k
.

But a grander fcene excited our admiration. Some-

times we permitted our eyes to wander over the

vail plains of the fea, and at length to repofe on

the profpe&s prefented by the neighbouring iflands.

Sometimes pleafing recollections feemed to bring

nearer to us the iQes which efcaped our fight. We
faid : On that fide of the horizon is Tenos, in

which we find fuch fertile valleys ; and Delos.

where fuch delightful feftivals are celebrated.

Alexis faid to me, in a whifper : There is Ceos,

where I faw Glycera for the firft time. Philoxenus

fhewed me, with a figh, the ifland which bears the

name of Helen •, in which, ten years before, he

had with his own hands erected, amid myrtles and

cyprefles, a monument to the affectionate Coronis,

and whither for ten years he had reforted, on cer-

tain days, to fprinkle with his tears her cold afhes,

flill dear to his heart. Plato, on whom great and

fublime objects had always made a ftrong impref-

fion, feen ed to have fixed his whole attention

on the gulfs which nature has excavated to re-

ceive the waters of the ocean.

In the mean time the horizon began to be over-

clouded at a diftance with hot and gloomy va-

f Demollh. de Cor. p. 479. Paufan. lib. 1, cap. 1, p. 2.
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pours ; the fun grew dim, and the fmooth and

motionlefs fin face of the waters afTumed a melan-

choly hue, the tints of which inceffantly varied.

Already the heavens, (hut in on every fide, only

prefented to our view a dark vault, from which

ifTued flreams of flame. All nature appeared to

be in filent and fearful expectation, and in a itate

of inquietude, which communicated itfelf to the

inmoft recefies ofour fouls. We fought an afylum

in the veftibule of the temple, and quickly the

thunder, with redoubled peals, broke the barrier

of darknefs and fire fufpended over our heads,

thick clouds rolled their heavy mafles through the

air, and defcended in torrents on the earth, while

the winds, unchained, rufhed impetuoufly on the

fea, and upturned its enormous billows. The
united roarings of the thunJer, the winds, the

waves, and the re-echoing caverns and mountains,

produced a dreadful found, which feemed to pro-

claim the approaching difiblution of the univerfe.

At length, the north wind having redoubled its

efforts, the ftorm departed, to carry its rage into

the burning climates of Africa. We followed it

with our eyes, and heard it howl at a diftance,

while with us the fky again fhone with a purer

fplendour, and that fea, which had fo lately dallied

its foaming furges to the clouds, now Scarcely im-

pelled its languid waves to the more.

At the fight of lb many unexpected and rapid

D +
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changes, we remained for fome time motionless

and mute •, but they quickly reminded us of thofe

doubts and queftions which have exercifed the cu-

riofity of mankind for luch a number of ages.

Why thefe feeming errors and revolutions in na-

ture ? Are they to be attributed to chance ? But

whence then is it that the clofe-connected chain of

beings, though a thoufand times on the very verge

of being broken, is yet perpetually preferved ?

Are tempefbs excited and appeafed by an intelli-

gent caufe ? But what end does that came pro-

pofe in them, and whence is it that he darts his

lightnings on the defert, while he fpares the na-

tions whofe guilt loudly calls for his vengeance ?

From thefe enquiries we proceeded to the exiflence

of the gods, the reduction of chaos to form and

order, and the origin of the univerfe. Wandering

and loft in the mazes of thefe ideas, we conjured

Plato to guide us to the trurh. He was abforbed in

profound meditation ; it feemed as if the terrible

and majeftic voice of nature ftill relbunded in his

ears. At length, overcome by our entreaties, and

the truths which he revolved in his labouring

mind, he feated himfelf on a ruftic feat, and hav-

ing placed us by his fide *, began his difcourfe as

follows :

Feeble mortals that we are l
! is it for us to pe-

* See Plate, No. 28.
1 Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 29. .
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netrate the fecrcts of the Divinity ; for us, the

wifefl of whom is to the Supreme Being only what

an ape is to us m
? Proftrate at his feet, I entreat

him to infpire me with fuch ideas and fuch lan-

guage as fhall bepleafingto him, and fhall appear

to you conformable to reafon \

If I were obliged to explain myfelf in the pre-

fence of the multitude concerning the firft Author

of all things, the origin of the univerfe, and the

caufe of evil, I mould be compelled to fpeak in

enigmas ° ; but in thefe folitary places, where I

am only heard by God and my friends, I fhall

have the fatisfa&ion of rendering homage to

truth.

The God which I declare unto you, is a God,

fingle, immutable and infinite p
, the centre of all

perfections, and the inexhauftible fource of intelli-

gence and being q
. Before he had created the uni-

verfe, before he had externally diiplayed his

power, he was, for he had no beginning r
; he was

in himfelf, he exifted in the profundity of eternity.

No; my exprefllons do not correfpond to the

elevation of my ideas, nor my ideas to the fubli-

mity of my fubjeft..

m Heracl. ap. Plat, in Hipp. Major, t. iii. p. 289.
n Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 27.
• Id. Epift. 2, ad Dionyf. t. iii. p. 312. Id. in Tim. t. iii.

p. 28.

p Jd. in Phaedon. t. i. p. 78, Sec.

1 Id. in Cratyl. t. i. p. 396.
r Tim. de Anim. Mund. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 96. Plat, in Tim.

paffim. Id. in Phxdon. t. i. p. 78.
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Matter, equally eternal, fubfifted in a fearful fer-

mentation, containing within itfelf the germs of all

evils, and agitated by impetuous motions, which

fought to unite its parts, and deftructive principles,

which inftantly feparated them ; fufceptible of every

form, but incapable of retaining any, horror and

difcord wandered over its tumultuous waves s
. The

dreadful confufion which you have fo lately feen

in nature, was but a feeble image of that which

reigned in chaos.

From all eternity, God, by his infinite goodnefs,

had decreed to create the univerie, according to

the model ever prefent to his eyes £
-, a model im-

mutable, increated, and perfect ; an idea like to

that which an artift conceives when he converts

rude ftone into a fuperb edifice ; an intellectual

world, of which the vifible is only the copy and

the exprefiion °. Whatever in the univerfe is the

object of our fenfes, and all that efcapes their acti-

vity, was traced in a fublime manner in the firft

plan ; and as the Supreme Being conceives nothing

but what is real, it may be faid that he had pro-

duced the world before he had rendered it fen-

fible.

Thus from all eternity exifted God, the author

s Tim. de Anim. Mund. ibid. p. 94.. Plat, in Tim. t. iii.

p. 30, 51, &c. Diogen. Laert. lib. 3, § 69. Cicer. Academ.
lib. J, t. ii. p. 70.

• Tim. dc Anim. Mund. ibid. p. 99. Plat, in Tim. ibid, p. 29.

Senec. Epift. 6r.

f plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 28.
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of all good, matter, the principle of all evil, and

that model according to which God had deter-

mined to reduce matter to order x *.

When the moment decreed for this great work

had arrived, the Eternal Wifdom ifTued his com-

mands to chaos, and inttantly the whole mafs was

agitated by a fructifying and unknown motion.

Its parts, which had before been feparated by an

implacable hatred, haftened to unite, and to em-

bra e and enchain each other. Fire, for the firfl

time, fhone in the midft of the darknefs, and the

air feparared from the earth and water J. Thefe

four elements were deitined to form the competi-

tion of all bodies *.

To direct their motions, God, who had pre-

pared a foul *, compofed in part of the divine ef-

lence, and in part of material fubftance 3
, clothed

it with the earth, the Tea, and the grofs air, be-

yond which he extended the deferts of the heavens.

From this intelligent principle, placed in the centre

* Tim. de Am'm. Mund. ap. Plat. t. ii. p. 94. Pint, de Plat.

Philof. lib. I, cap. ii, t. lii. p. 882. Id.de Anim. Procr.

p. 1014. Diog. Laert. lib. 3, § 69. Bruck. Hill. Philof. t. i.

p. 678 et 691.
* Archytas, before Plato, had admitted three principles, God,

matter, and form (Arch. ap. Stob. Eclog. Phyf. lib. 1, p. 82).

r Plat in Tim. t. iii. p. 53.
z Id. ibid. p. 32.
* See note at the end of the volume.
» Tim. ce Anim. Mund. ap. Plat. t. iii* p. 95. Plat, in Tim.

t. iii. p. 34.
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of the univerfe b
, ifllie as it were rays of flame,

which are more or lefs pure as they are more or

lefs diftant from their centre ; which infinuate

themfel/es into bodies, and animate their parts •,

and which, arrived at the boundaries of the world,

diffufe themfelves over its circumference, and form

all around it a crown of light c
.

Scarcely had the univerfal foul been plunged

into this ocean of matter which conceals it from

our view d
, when it tried its ftrength, and feveral

times making and rapidly turning on itfelf the

mighty whole, it drew after it the entire univerfe

obedient to its efforts.

If this foul had only been a pure portion of the

divine fubftance, its action, ever fimple and con-

flant, would have impreffed only one uniform mo-

tion on the whole mafs ; but as matter made a

part of its effence, that occafioned variety in the

progreffion of the univerfe. Thus, while one ge-

neral impulfe, produced by the divine part of the

univerfal foul, caufed the whole to revolve from

eaft to weft in the fpace of twenty-four hours, a

particular impulfe, produced by the material por-

tion of that foul, caufed the part of the heavens in

b Tim. de Anim. Mund. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 95. Plat, in Tit

t. iii. p. $6.
e Mem. dt l'Acad. dcs Bell. Lett! t. xxxii. p. 19.

* Plat, in Tim. p. 36.
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which the planets float to advance from weft to

call, according to certain ratios of velocity e
.

To conceive the caule ofrhefe two contrary

motions, we muft obferve, that the divine part of

the univerfal foul is ever in oppofition to the ma-

terial part -, that the former is mod abundantly

found toward the extremities of the world, and the

latter in the beds of air which furround the earth f

;

and that, in fine, when motion was to be given to

the univerle, the material part of the foul, unable

entirely to refill the general direction given by the

divine part, collected the remains of the irregular

motion which had agitated it in chaos, and com-

municated it to the fpheres which furround our

globe.

The univerfe in the mean time was full of life.

This only Son, this begotten God *, had received

a fpherical figure, the molt perfect of all forms h
;

and was fubjected to a circular motion, the mod

fimpleofall, and the moft fuitable to its form 1

.

The Supreme Being furveyed his work with com-

placency k
, and having compared it with the model

which he ha 1 followed in his operations, law with

e Tim. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 96. Plat. ibid. p. 38.
f Tim. de Anim. Mund. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 96.

z Id. ibid. p. 94. Bruck. Hift. Phil. t. i. p. 705.
h Plat. in. Tim. t. iii. p. 33.
1 Id. ibid. p. 34.
* Id. ibid. p. 37.
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pleafure that the principal features of the original

were faithfully expreffed in the copy.

But there was one exalted property which it

could not receive -, eternity, the efTential attribute

of the intellectual world, of which the vifible was

not fufceptible. As it was not poflible that thefe

worlds Ihouid pofTefs the fame perfections, God

willed that they mould have fimilar. He created

time, that moveable image ' of immoveable eter-

nity *
; time which, inceffantly beginning and end-

ino- the circle of days and nights, months and

years, feems in its courfe to know neither beginning

nor end, and to meafure the duration of the fen-

fible world as eternity meafures that of the intel-

lectual •, time, in fine, which would have left no

traces of its prefence, had not vifible figns been

appointed to diftinguifh its fugitive parts, and to

regifter, if I may fo fpeak, its motions m
. With

this view the Supreme Being enkindled the Sun a
,

and impelled him with the other planets through

the vaft folitude of the air, whence that luminary

inundates heaven with his fplendour, fheds his

light on the paths of the planets, and fixes the limits

of the year, as the Moon determines thofe of the

1 Tim. de Anim. Mund. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 97. Plat, in Tim.

P* 37-
* Rouffeau, in his Ode to Prince Eugene, has borrowed this

expreffion from Plato.

" Flat. ibid. p. 38.
n Id. ibid. p. 39.
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months. The planers Mercury and Venus, borne

along by the fphere over which he prefides, con-

tinually accompany him in his progrefs. Mars,

Jupiter, and Saturn, have alio their particular pe-

riods unknown to the vulgar °.

And now the Author of all things thus addreflld

the genii to whom he had confided the govern-

ment of the ftars p
:
" Ye gods, who owe to me

your birth, liften to my fovereign commands.

You have not a title to immortality, but you may
participate in it by the power of my will, more

potent than the bonds that unite the parts of which

you are compjfed. It remains, to give perfection

to this grand whole, to fill with inhabitants the

feas, the earth and the air. Were thefe creatures

to receive life immediately from me, they would

be exempt from the empire of death, and become

equal to the gods themfelves. I therefore commit

to you the care of producing them. Delegates of

my power, unite to perifhable bodies the germs of

immortality which you fhall receive from me.

Form efpecially beings, who may command

over other animals, and be fubject to you. Let

them receive birth at your command, live and in-

creafe by your benefactions ; and, after their death,

• Tim. dc Anim.Mund. ap. Plat. t. iii. p.95. Plat. In Tmv
P- 39-

f Plat. ibid. p. 40 et 41.
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let them be united to you, and fhare in your hap-

pinefs."

He faid, and immediately pouring into the cup

in which he had mixed the foul of the world the

'remains which he had referved of that foul, he

compofed the fouls of individual creatures ; and

adding to thofe of men a portion of the divine

eflence s,he annexed to them irrevocable deftinies.

Then was it decreed that mortals capable of

knowing and ferving the Divinity mould be born ;

that the man fliould have pre-eminence over the

woman ; that juftice mould confift in triumphing

over the paftions, and injuftice in yielding to them ;

that the juft after death (hall pafs into the flars,

and there enjoy an unalterable felicity-, and that

the unjuft lhall be changed into women, or, if they

continue unjuft, transmigrate into the bodies of

different animals, and that they fhall not be re-

ftored to the primitive dignity of their exiftence

until they fhall have become obedient unto the

voice of reafon r
.

After thefe immutable decrees, the Supreme

Being difleminated fouls in the planets ; and,

having commanded the inferior gods to clothe

them fucceffively with mortal bodies, to provide

for their wants, and to govern them, he again en-

tered into eternal repofe \

s Tim. de Anim. Mund. ap. Plat. t. Hi. p. 99.
' Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 42.
:i Id. ibid.

• Immediately
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Immediately fecond caufes having borrowed

from matter particles of the four elements, bound

them with invifible bonds x
, and collected around

the fouls the different parts of bodies deftined to

ferve them for vehicles to convey them from place

to place f.

The immortal and rational foul was affigned its

place in the brain, in the moil elevated part of the

body, to regulate its motions x
. But befides this

divine principle, the inferior gods formed a mortal

foul, deititute of reafon, in which were to refide

pleafure which attracts evil, and pain which makes

good difappear ; audacity and fear, the lources of

imprudent actions •, anger fo difficult to calm, hope

which fo eafily feduces, and all the violent paf-

fions which are the neceffary adjuncts of our nature.

This foul occupies in the human body two regions

feparated by an intermediate partition. The iraf-

cible part, endowed with ftrength and courage,

was placed in the breaft, where, fituated more near

to the immortal foul, it may more diftinctly hear

the voice of reafon, and where befides all things

concur to moderate its frantic tranfports ; the air

which we refpire, the liquids with which we af-

fuage our third, and even the veffels which diftri-

bute the fluids through all the parts of the body.

* Plat, in Tim. t. iii p. 43.
y Id. ibid. p. 69.
2 Tim. de Anim. Mund. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 99 et I CO. Plat.

in Tim. p. 69.

Vol, V. E
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In facl, it is by their means that reafon, informed

of the efforts of anger as they take birth, awakens

all the fenfes by her menaces and her cries, and

forbids them to join in the culpable exceffes of the

heart, which, in dcfpiteof itfelf, it retains in obe-

dience a
.

Still farther, and in the region of the ftomach,

was enchained that other part of the mortal foul

which is only occupied by the grofs neceffities of

life •, a greedy and ferocious animal, that was

placed at a diftance from the part in which the

immortal foul refides, that it might not diflurb

its operations by its clamours and its howlings.

The immortal part has neverthelefs continually

preferved its fuperiority over it, and, unable to

govern it by reafon, has fubjugated it by fear. As

it is placed near the liver, the rational and eternal

foul paints in this mining and polifhed vifcus the

objects mod proper to terrify it
b

. It then views

in this mirror only frightful and menacing wrinkles,

and dreadful fpectres, which fill it with inquietude

and difguft. At other times, to thefe gloomy

profpects fucceed more pleafing and lively images ;

peace reigns around it, and then is it that, during

lleep, it foreiees remote events. For the inferior

o-ods, commanded to endow us with all the per-

flections of which we are fufceptible, have ordained

ihat this blind and grofs portion of our foul mould

» Plat, in Tim. U Hi. p. 70*
» Id. ibid. p. 71.
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be enlightened by a ray of truth. This privilege

cannot be bellowed on the immortal foul, fince

futurity is never unveiled to reafon, and only ma-

nifested in fleep, during ficknefs, or in the tranf-

ports of enthufiafm c
.

The qualities of matter, the phenomena of na-

ture, the wifdom which efpecially fhines confpi-

cuous in the difpofition and ufes of the parts of the

human body, and various other objects worthy of

the greateft attention, would lead me too far ; I

therefore return to what I at firft propofed.

God could create, and has created, only the belt

ofpoffible worlds d
, becaufe he worked on a rude

and diibrderly matter which inceffantly oppofed

his will with the moll ftubborn refinance. This

oppofition (till fubfiils e
; and hence tempefts,

earthquakes, and all the revolutions which take

place on our globe. The inferior gods, when they

formed us, were obliged to employ the fame means

as the Supreme Divinity f
•, and hence the maladies

of the body, and thofe, dill more dangerous, of the

foul. All which is good in the univerfe in gene-

ral, and in man in particular, proceeds from the

Supreme God ; and all that is defective in them is

to be attributed to the vicioufncfs inherent in

matter s.

c Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 71.
d Id. ibid. p. 30 et 56* Senec. Epift, 65. -

* Plat, in Thext. t. i. p. 176.
* Id. in Tim. t. iii. p. 44.
* Id. ibid. p. 4% ct in Politic, t. ii. p. 2 7 3*
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C II A P. LX.

Remarkable Events in Greece and Sicily (from the

year 3 57 to the year 354 before Chrifi). Expedi-

tion of Dion. Profecntion of the Generals Timo-

theus and Iphicratcs. Beginning of the Sacred War.

I
HAVE laid above* that Dion, banilhed from

Syracuse by king Dionyfius his nephew, had

at length rcfolved to deliver his country from the

yoke under which it groaned. Leaving Athens,

he departed for the ifland Zacynthus, the ren-

dezvous of the troops which he had for fome time

alfembled.

He there found three thoufand men, the greater

part raifed in Peloponnefus, all of tried valour, and

regardlefs of danger h
. They were yet ignorant of

their detonation ; but when they learned that they

were to attack a fovereign defended by a hundred

thoufand infantry, ten thoufand cavalry, four hun-

dred galleys, numerous fortreifes, immenfe riches,

* See Chap. XXXIII.
h Plat. Epift. 7, t. iii. p. 333. Ariitot.de Rhetor, cap. 9,

t. ii. p. 623. Diod. Sic. lib. J 6, p. 420.
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and formidable alliances', they only beheld in the

projected enterprife the defpair of a profcribed

exile, who was rafhly eager to facrifice every thing

to his revenge. Dion, on the other fide, repre-

fented to them that they were not to march againft

the molt powerful empire in Europe, but the molt

contemptible and feeble of monarchs". " I atn

not," added he, " in want of foldiers-, thole of

Dionyfius will foon be at my command : I have

only felected leaders who may give them examples

of courage and leffons of difcipline 1
. I am fo

certain of the fuccefs of our enterprife, and the

glory which muft redound to us from it, that were

I to perifli in the moment of our arrival at Sicily,

T mould Itill efteem myfelf happy in having con-

ducted you thither m ."

This harangue had infufed new courage into

his foldiers, when an eclipfe of the moon revived

all their former fears *
; but thefe were again dif-

fipated by the firmnefs of Dion, and the anfwer

of the augur of the army, who, when queftioned

concerning the omen, anfwcred that the power of

the king of Syracnfe was on the point of being

1 Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 413. jElian. Var. Hiit. lib. 6, cap. 12.

Nep. in Dion. cap. ".

k Arillot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 10, t. ii. p. 404.
1 Plut. in Dion.t. i. p. 967.
m Ariilot. ibid. p. 4c 5.
* This eclipfe happened on the 9th ofAugufi of the year be-

fore Chrift 35". See note at the end of the volume.
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eclipfed \ The foldiers immediately embarked,

to the number of eight hundred , and the remain-

der of the troops were to follow, under the com-

mand of Heraclkles. Dion had only two mips of

burden, and two lighter veffels, all abundantly

provided with arms, warlike {lores, and provi-

sions p
.

This fmall fleet, which a violent tempeft drove,

toward the coaft of Africa, and on rocks where it

was in danger of being wrecked, at length arrived

at the port of Minoa, in the fouthern part of

Sicily. This was a fortrefs appertaining to the

Carthaginians. The governor, from friendfhip to

Dion, or perhaps to foment disturbances bene-

ficial to the intereft of Carthage, fupplied the

troops, fatigued by a perilous and difficult voy-

age, with every neceffary. Dion wifhed to

allow them fome time to reft-, but they, having

learned that Dionyfius had a few days before

embarked for Italy, preflfed their general to

lead them with all poflible expedition to Syra-

cufe q
.

In the mean time the report of the arrival of

Dion,
r
fpreading with rapidity, filled the whole

country with hope and fear. Already the inhabi-

tants of Agrigentum, Gela, and Camarina, had

n Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 968.
Id. ibid. p. 967,

r Id. ibid. p. 968.
1 Id, ibid. p. 969,
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come over to him, and thofe of Syracufe and the

neighbouring country reforted to his army in

crowds. To five thoufand of thefe he diftributed

tlie arms which he had brought from Peloponne-

fus r
. The principal inhabitants of the capital,

habited in white robes, received him at the gates

of the city % which he entered at the head of his

troops, who marched in fdence, followed by fifty

thoufand perfons, who made the air ring with their

ihouts c
. At the found of the trumpet the clamour

ceafed, and the herald who preceded him declared

Syracufe free, and tyranny deftroyed. At thefe

words tears of grateful emotion dreamed from

every eye, and nothing was heard but a confufed

mixture of loud fliouts and vows addreffed to

heaven. The incenfe of facrifice fmoked in the

temples and the ftreets, and the people, in the ex-

cels of their joy and gratitude, prollrated them-

felves at the feet of Dion, invoking him as a be-

neficent divinity, and throwing flowers over him.

A moment after they fell furioufly on the odious

race of fpies and informers with which the city

fwarmed, and maffacred them without mercy ; and

thefe fcenesof horror increafed the general joy \

Dion continued his auguft march through the

midft of tables fpread on each fide of the ftreet.

r Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 414.
8 Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 970.
' Diod. Sic. ibid. p. 415.

? Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 970.
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When he came to the forum he flopped, and, from

an elevated place, addreffed the people, to whom

he again offered liberty, exhorting them to defend

it with fortitude, and conjuring them to place at

the hea J of the republic only fuch men as fhould

be able to conduct it in circumftances fo critical.

The people nominated himfelf and his brother

Megacles •, but however illustrious and honourable

they efteemed the power with which they were to

be inverted, they refufed to accept it but on con-

dition that twenty of the principal inhabitants of

Syracufe, the greater part of whom had been pro-

fcribed by Dionyfius, mould be affigned them as

affoc:ates.

Some days after, Dionyfius, informed too late,

of the arrival cf Dion u
, returned by fea to Syracufe,

and entered the citadel, which was held blocked

up by a wall that had been built round it. He
immediately fent deputies to Dion x

, who directed

them to addrefs themfelves to the people. When
admitted to the general aficmbly, they endea-

voured to gain its favour by the moft flattering

offers -, fuch as a diminution of the taxes, and an

exemption from military fervice in all wars under-

taken without the conilnt of the afTembly. Dio-

nyfius promifed every thing, but the people re-

u Plut. in Dion, t i. p. 969. Died. lib. 16, p, 415,
} Plut. ibid. p. 971.
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quired that the abolition of tyranny mould be the

firft condition of the treaty.

The king, who meditated an ad of perfidy, pro-

tracted the negotiation, and cauied a report to be

circulated that he confented to refign his autho-

rity >'
. At the fame time he fent for the deputies

from the people, and having detained them during

the whole night, commanded a fally at the break

of day. The barbarians who compofed the garri-

fon attacked the wall which fhut in the citadel,

demolifhed a part of it, and repulfed the troops

of Syracufe, who believing that an accommoda-

tion would fpeedily be concluded, had fuffered

themfelves to be furprifed.

Dion, convinced that the fate of his country de-

pended on the event of this day, faw no other re-

fource to encourage the intimidated troops than

to carry valour to temerity. He calls them to

rufh into the midft of their enemies, not with his

voice, which it is no longer poflible they mould

hear, but by his example, which fills them with

aftoniihment, and which they hefitate to follow.

He fingly makes his way through the victorious

enemy, numbers of whom fall beneath his fword,

but at length is wounded, (truck down, and car-

ried off by fome Syracufan foldiers, whofe return-

ing courage inipires him with new flrength. He

y riut. in Dion. t. i. p. 971. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 416.
Polyaen. Strateg. lib. 5, cap. 2, $ 7.
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immediately mounts his horfe, collects the fugi-

tives, and with his hand that had been pierced

by a lance, {hews them the fatal field in which it

mult quickly be decided whether they (hall pafs

the remainder of their days in liberty or bondage.

A moment after he flies to the camp of the Pe-

loponnefian troops, and brings them up to the

combat. The barbarians, exhaufted with fatigue,

only made a feeble reliltance, and fled to conceal

their fhame in the citadel. The Syracufans dif-

tributed a hundred minae * to each of the foreign

ibldiers, who unanimoufly decreed a crown of gold

to their general \

Dionyfius then perceived that it would be im-

poflible for him to triumph over his enemies un-

lefs he could difunite them, and refolved to em-

ploy the fame artifices to render Dion fufpedted

to the people, which he had formerly made ufe of

to render him odious to them. Hence thofe whif-

pered rumours which he caufed to be fpread

through Syracufe, thofe intrigues and fufpicions

with which he difturbed the peace of families, thofe

infidious negociations, and that fatal correfpond-

ence which he maintained both with Dion and

the people. All his letters were communicated to

the general aflfembly. One day one was found

with this addrefs; To my Father. The Syracufans,

* 90CO livres (375I.)

* Plut. inDiou. t. i. p. 971,
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who believed it to be from Hipparinus, Dion's

ion, did not offer to look into ir, but Dion opened

it himfeif. Dionyfius had forefeen that, mould he

refute to read it publicly, it would excite fufpicion;

and that, if he read it, it muft infpire fears. It was

in the hand-writing of the king, who had expreffed

himfeif in the mod artful manner, and infifted

much on the reafons which ought to induce Dion

to dclert the interefts of the people. His wife, his

fon, and his filler, were lhut up in the citadel, and

on thefe Dionyfius might take cruel vengeance.

Thefe indirect menaces were fucceeded by com-

plaints and entreaties equally capable of moving a

mind of knfibility and generoiity. But the moil

virulent poifon was concealed in the following

words :" Recollect the zeal with which formerly,

while you were with me, you fupported tyranny.

Far from reftoring liberty to men who muft hate

you, becaufe they remember the evils of which you

have been the author and the inftrument, keep in

your own hands the power which they have confided

to you, and which alone can enfure your fecurity,

and that of your family and your friends'."

Dionyfius could not have derived more advan-

tage from the gaining of a battle than he did from

this letter. Dion appeared to the people as under

the moil unavoidable ncceffity to keep meafures

* Plut. in. Dion, t. i. p. 972, Polyscn. lib. 5, cap. z, § 8.
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•with, or to reftore, the tyrant. From that moment

he might have forefeen the lofs of his influence, for

when once confidence is injured it is foon deftroyed.

In the mean time arrived, under the conduct of

Heraclides, the fecond divifion of the troops from

Feloponnefus. Heraclides, who enjoyed great

credit at Syracufe b
, feemed only deftined to in-

creaie the troubles of a ftate. His ambition

formed projects which his ficklenefs never permit-

ted him to carry into execution. He betrayed all

parties without effecting the triumph of that which

he efpoufed, and was only fuccefsful in multiplying

intrigues ufelefs to his deiigns. Under the tyrants,

he had filled with diftinction the firfb offices in the

army. He had afterwards joined, deferted, and

again returned to Dion. He poiTeffed neither the

virtues nor the abilities of that great man, but he

fu rpaffed him in the arts of pleafmg and gaining

friends . Dion repulfed thofe who approached

him by a cold reception, and the feverity of his

manners and his mind. His friends to no pur-

pofe exhorted him to become more affable and

acceflible, and Plato in vain told him in his letters,

that to be ufeful to men it was neceflary to begin

by being agreeable to them d
. Heraclides, more

eafy and indulgent, becaufe nothing was facred in

b Diod. Sic. lib. 1 6, p. 419.
e Pint, in Dion. t. i. p. 972.
* Plat. Epiil.4, t. iii. p. 321,

2
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his efteem, corrupted the orators by his prefents,

and the multitude by his flatteries. The people

had already refolved to throw themfelves into his

arms, and at the firfl meeting of the affembly the

command of the fleet was conferred upon him.

Dion, arriving in the moment, represented that

the new office was a difmernberment of his own

authority, obtained the revocation of the decree,

and afterwards caufed it to be confirmed in a more

regular affembly, which he was careful to convoke.

Ho was befides defirous to add feveral new prero-

gatives to the office of his rival, and contented

himfelf with making remonftrances to him in pri-

vate 1'.

Heraclides affected to appear fenfible of this ge-

nerous procedure. Afliduous, and even crouching

to Dion, he obferved, anticipated, and executed

his commands, apparently with all the eagcrnels oi

gratitude, while by fecret intrigues he created in-

vincible obflacles to his defigns. If Dion propofed

an accommodation with Dionyfius, fufpicions were

fpread that he fecretly maintained a good under-

Handing with the tyrant; and if he made no fuch

propofal, it was faid that he wi fried to continue

the war as long as poffible to perpetuate his own

authority f
.

Thefe abfurd accufations were urged with Hill

c Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. P/2.
f Plut. ibid. p. 973.
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more force after the fleet of the Syracufans had

defeated that of the king, commanded by Philif-

tus*. The galley of that general having been

driven on fhore, he had the misfortune to fall into

the hands of an irritated populace, who before

they put him to death treated him with the utmoft

barbarity, and dragged him ignominioufly through

the ftreets s. Dionyfius himfelf, had' he been taken,

would have undergone the fame fate. He there-

fore, feeing he had no longer any refource, gave

up the citadel to his fon Apollocratcs, and found

means to efcape into Italy with his wives and

treafures. Heraclides, who, in quality of admiral,

ihould have prevented his flight, feeing the inha-

bitants of Syracuie enraged againft him, had the

addrefs to turn the ftorm on Dion, by fuddenly

propofing a divifion of the lands 1*.

This propofition, the eternal fource of dilTenfions

in many republican ftates, was received with avi-

dity by the multitude, who no longer circum-

fcribed their claims by any bounds. The oppofi-

tion of Dion occafioned a revolt, and in an inflant

obliterated the memory of his fervices. It was

determined that they mould immediately proceed

to a divifion of the lands, that the Peloponnefian

troops fhould be difmiffed, and that the adminif-

* Under the archonfhip of Elpines, in the year before Chrift

\\%. Diod. p. 419.
2 Plut. in Dion. t. i, p. 974, Diod. ibid.

> Plut. ibid.
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tration of affairs fhould be confided to twenty-five

new magiitrates, of whom Heraclides fhould be

one'.

Nothing was now thought of but to depofe and

condemn Dion. As the adverie party however

greatly feared the foreign troops he had with him,

attempts were made to feduce them by the molt

fplendid offers ; but thole brave warriors, who had

been treated with infult by being deprived of their

pay, and ftill more by being thus fuppofed ca-

pable of treachery, placed their general in the midft

of them, and pafled through the city, purfued and

preffed by all the people, to whofe outrages they

only anfwered by reproaches for their ingratitude

and their perfidy, while Dion, to pacify them, had

rccourfe to entreaties and every mark of tender-

nefs and affection. 1'hc Syracuians, afhamed that

they had fuffered him to efcape, fent after him, to

harafs his retreat, troops who took to flight the

moment he gave the fignal to attack them.

Pie retired to the territories of the Leontines k
,

who not only confidered it as an honour done to

themfelves to admit him and his brave com-

panions into the number of their fellow citizens,

but by a noble generofity refolved to procure him

a fignal fatisfaclion. After having fent ambafla-

dors to Syracufe, to complain of the injuftice with

' Plut. in Dion.t. i. p. 975.
k Id. ibid. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 420,

8
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which the deliverers of Sicily had been treated,

and received deputies from that city, appointed to

accufe Dion, they convoked their allies, the caufe

was dil cuffed in the affembly, and the conduct of

the Syracufans unanimoufly condemned.

Far from acknowledging the juftice of this fen-

tence, the people of Syracufe congratulated them-

felves on having at once fhaken off the yoke of

two tyrants by whom they had fucceffively been

oppreffed •, and their joy was {till more increafed

by fome advantages gained over the mips of Dio-

nyfius, which came to bring a fupply of provifions

for the citadel, and to throw into it fome troops

commanded by Nypfius of Neapolis 1
.

That able general, however, believed that the

time to fubdue the rebels was at length arrived.

Encouraged by their late trivial fuccefs, the info-

lence of the Syracufans no longer fubmitted to

any reftraint, but had broken every bond of lubor-

dination and decency. Their days were paffed in

the exceffes of the table, and their leaders fuffered

themfelves to be hurried away by a licentioufnefs

they could no longer check. Nypfius Tallied from

the citadel, threw down the wall by whkh it had

been a fecond time furrounded, made himfelf

mafter of one quarter of the city, and gave it up to

pillage. The troops of Syracufe were repulfed,

1 Plut. in Dion, t, i. p, 976. Diod. Sic. lib. 1 6, p. 420.

the
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the inhabitants maffacred, and their wives and chil-

dren laden with chains, and led prifoners to the cita-

del. The aflembly immediately met, and delibe-

rated in tumult. Terror had frozen every mind,

and defpair no longer found any refource. At this

moment fome voices were heard which propofed the

recall of Dion and his army. The people imme-

diately demanded him with loud exclamations

:

•' Let him come," faid they ; " may the gods

reftore him to us, that he may once more infpire us

with new courage"1 !"

The deputies appointed to make known to Dion

the wilhes of the people were fo expeditious that

they arrived on the fame day in the territories of

the Leontines. They fell at the feet of Dion,

bathed in tears, and moved his compaflion by a

lively defcription of the calamities which his coun-

try fuffered. When introduced to the alTembly of

the Leontines, the two principal ambafifadors con-

jured the people to fave a city but too deferving

both of their hatred and their pity.

When they had ended, a mournful filence reign-

ed in the aflembly. Dion attempted to ipeak, but

tears interrupted his words. At length,, encou-

raged by his troops, who participated in his grief,

he thus addreifed them :
" Warriors of Pelopon-

nefus, and you faithful allies, it is for you to deli-

Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 976. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 4220

Vol.V. F



66 TRAVELS OF
berate en what regards you rfelves

-, I, for my part,

have n >t the liberty of choice. Immediate deftruc-

t'on menaces Syracufe, and it is my duty to five

her, or bury myfeif beneath her ruins. I place my-

felt among the number of her deputies •, and I add,

wc have been the mod imprudent, and we now are

the moil unfortunate of men. If you are moved at

our rernorfe, hailen to fuccour a city which you have

once faved : if you can only fix your attention on

our injuftice, may the gods at leaft recompenfe the

zeal and fidelity of which you have given me fuch

affecting proofs ! and never may you forget that

Dion, who forfook not you when his country was

in fault, and never will abandon his country

when ihe is unfortunate."

He was about to continue, but all the foldiers,

with the liveliefl emotion, exclaimed with one

voice :
" Place yourfelf at our head, and let us fly

to deliver Syracufe." The ambaffadors, overcome

with joy and gratitude, threw themfelves on their

necks, and invoked a thouiand bleffings on Dion,

who only gave his troops time to take a flight re-

pair.
n

.

Scarcely had he begun his march, when he was

met by other deputies, fome of whom preffed him

to haften, and others to defer his return. The for-

mer fpoke in the name of the wifeft and beft part of

n Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 977.
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the citizens ; the latter were the agents of the oppo-

fite faction. The enemy having retired, the orators

had again appeared, and lowed diffenfion in the

minds of the people ; a part of whom, induced by

their clamours, had refolved to owe their liberty

only to themfelves, and tofeize on the gates of the

city, to exclude all foreign fucoour ; while, on the

other fide, the more fenfible citizens, terrified at fuch

foolifh prefumption, ufed all their efforts to confirm

the recall of the Peloponnefian foldiers". Dion did

not think it proper either to fufpend or haften his

march. He advanced flowly towajds Syracufe,

and was only at the diftance of fixty ftadia*, when

couriers fucceffively arrived from all parties and all

ranks of the citizens, even Heraclides himfelf, his

moft implacable enemy. The befieged had made a

new fally, and while lbme completed the deftruction

of the wall of circumvallation, others, like raging

tigers, attacked the inhabitants, without distinction

of age or fex ; while others, to form an impenetra-

ble barrier againft the foreign troops, threw fire-

brands and flaming darts on the houfes contiguous

to the citadel •*.

At this news Dion haftened to the citadel with all

poflible fpeed. Already he perceived the flames

and clouds of lmoke which, role in the air, and

heard the infolent fliouts of the victors, and the

° Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 977.
* About two leagues and a quarter.

* Id. ibid.
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lamentable cries of the inhabitants. He arrived,

the people fell at his feet, and the enemy, in afto-

n.fhmmt, drew up in order of battle, at the foot

or the ciuJ.el''. They chofe this poll ihat they

m ght be defended by the almoft inacccflible ru :

ns

of the will they had ceitroyed, and ftill more by

that terr bie rampart of fire which their fury had

enkind] d.

ic the Syracufans lavifhed on their general

the fame acclamations and the tame titles of Sa-

viour and God with which they had received him

on his firft^riumph, his troops divided into co-

lumns, and, animated ».y his sample, advanced in

good order through the burning .flies, the flaming

tin.bers, and the blood and dead bodier. with which

the fquares and ftreets were filled*, and through

the dreadful darknefs of a thick fmoke, by the

ftill more dreadful light of devouring fires, and

anvd the ruins of houfes which fell with a fearful

crafh on every fide of them. When arrived at the

laft intrenchment, they pafled it with the fame cou-

rage, notwiihilandi: g the obftinate and ferocious

refiflance cf the foldiers of Nypfius, who were cut

in pieces, cr obliged to fhut themfelves up in the

citadel.

On the day following the inhabitants, after hav-

ing ftepped the prcgrefs of the conflagration, found

•» Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 978.
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tliemfelves in profound tranquillity. The orators

and other heads of the factions had fied from the

city into voluntary banimment, except Heraclides

and Theodotus, his uncle, who were too well ac-

qua ;nted with Dion not to know that his anger

would eafily be difarmed by a confefTion of their

fault. The friends of the latter warmly repre-

fented to him that he would never be able to

root our the fpirk of fedition, a ftill worfeevil than

tyranny, from the flate, if he refufed to give up

thefe two criminals to the fuldiers, who loudly de-

manded their punifhment : but Dion mildly re-

plied :
" Other generals pafs their lives in mar-

tial labours to obtain luccefs which they fre-

quently owe only to chance. Educated in the

fchooi of Plato, I have learned to triumph over

my pafiions •, and to emu re a victory which I may

attribute to myfelf alone, I muil pardon and for-

get offences. Becaufe Hcracl des has debafed his

foul by his perfidies and wickxdnefs, muft mine be

defiled by anger and revenge ? I feck not to excel

him in power or abilities ; I wife :o v.inquifh him

by my virtues, and to recall him to his duty by my
benefactions r."

In the mean time he blocked the citadel fo

clofely, that the garnfon, being in want of pro-

vifions, could no longer be made to obey any

r Plat, in Dion. t. i. p. 978.
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difcipline. Apollocrates, obliged to capitulate,

obtained permiflion to depart with his mother, his

filler, and his effects, which he carried away in five

galleys. The people ran to the tea-fide to view

the pleafmg fight, and enjoy the glorious day on

which liberty was at length reftored to Syracufe,

the lafl remains of her oppreffors expelled, and the

moit powerful of tyrannies entirely deflroyed s
.

Apollocrates proceeded to join his father Diony-

iius, who was then in Italy. After his departure

Dion entered the citadel, where Ariftomache his

fifter, and Hipparinus his fon, met him. and received

his firft embraces. Arete followed them, trembling,

transfixed with grief, and wifhing, yet fearing, to

lift up to him her eyes fuffufed with tears, when

Ariftomache, taking her by the hand, thus ad-

dreffed her brother :
" How fhall it be poffible

to exprefs all that we have fuffered during your

abfence ? Your return and your victories at length

permit us to refpire. But alas ! my daughter,

compelled at the expence of her own happinefs

and mine to enter into a new union, is wretched

amid the univerfal joy. In what manner will you

view the fatal neceffity to which the cruelty of the

tyrant has reduced her ? Shall fhe falute you as

her uncle or her hulband?" Dion, unable to re-

train his tears, tenderly embraced his wife, and,

» Plut, in Dion. t. i. p. 980. Demoft. in Leptin, 565.

5
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having comnvtte.i his fori to her care, entreated her

to fhare with him the hu ble habitation he had

chofen, for he would not dwell in the palace of

kings c
.

It is not my defign to write the panegyric of

Dion •, I mean Pimply to relate fome of his actions :

and though the interesting fuc~ts of the narrative

in which I have engaged m..y have perhaps led

me too far, I cannot deny myfelf the pleafure of

following to the clofe of his d.;ys, a man who,

placed in every different condition and fi.uation,

was ever as unlike to others as he was fimilar to

himfelf, and who h life would furnifh the ncblefl

materials for the hiftory of virtue.

After fo many triumphs, he wifhed to acquit

himfelf, in public and in private, of what he owed

to the companions of his labours, and the citizens

who had a (lifted in effecting the revolution. With

fome he fhared his glory, with others his riches.

Simple and modeft in his drefs, and frugal and

plain in his diet, he was only magnificent in the

exercife of- his generofity While he enforced

the admiration, not only of Sicily, but of Carthage

and all Greece, while Plato told him that the

eyes of the whole world were fixed on him", he

was only attentive to that fmall number of en-

lightened fpeclators, who, difregarding his ex-

• P!ut. in Dion. t. i. p. 980.
» Hat. Epiil. 4i t. iii. p. 3Z0.
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ploits and his fuccefs, waited to obferve him in the

moment of profperity, to beftovv on him their efteem

or their contempt *.

In his time, in fait, the philofophers had con-

ceived the project of ferioufly labouring for the re-

formation of the human race. With this view they

had undertaken to form the mind of the younger

Dionyfius, who had difappointed their hopes.

—

Dion had afterwards again revived them, and feveral

difciples of Plato had followed him in his expedi-

tion y. From their ideas and his own experience,

with the afiiftance of fome Corinthians, whom he

had induced to come to Syracufe, he traced the

plan of a republic, which mould conciliate all

powers and all interefls. He gave the preference

to a mixt government, in which the clafs of the

principal €itizens mould counterbalance the power

of the fovereign and that of the people. He even

•wifhed that the people mould not be called on to

vote, except on certain occafions, as was pra&ifed

at Corinth*.

He dared not however attempt to carry his pro-

ject into execution, becaufe he forefaw his defigns

muft be oppofed by an almoft invincible obftacle.

Heraclides, fince their reconciliation, had never

ceafed to perplex him by open or fecret intrigues
j

a Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 98 1.

y Id. ibid. p. 967.
* Flat. Ep. 7, t, iii. p. 335. Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 981.
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and, as he was the idol of the multitude, it could not

be expected that he would favour a project which

would deflroy the democracy. The partifans of

Dion prop&led to him more than once, to rid him-

felf of this refllefs and turbulent man. He had

always refufed to give his confent to this, but it

was at length forced from him by importunity*.

The Syracufans immediately role, and though he

appeafed them, they were highly incenfed at an

action which circumflances might feem tojuftify in

the eyes of the politician, but which rilled his foul

with remorfe, and overclouded with melancholy the

remainder of his days.

Delivered from tjvs enemy, he foon found another

more perfidious and more dangerous. During his

ftay in Athens, an Athenian, named Caliippus*,

received him into his houfe, obtained his friendfhip,

of which he was unworthy 5
, and followed him into

Sicily. Promoted to the firft military offices, he

juftified the choice of his general, and gained the

confidence of the troops.

After the death of Heraclides, he perceived that

it would colt him but one atrocious action to render

himfelf mailer of Sicily. The multitude were

in need of a chief who would flatter them in their

caprices. They feared more and more left Dion

mould defpoil them of their authority, to veft it

3 Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 981. Nep. in Dion. cap. 6.

* Cornelius Nepos calls him Callicrates. T.
b Plat, Ep. 1i t. iii. p. 533 et 334. Rut. in Dion, t, i.

p- 98 J,



74 TRAVELS OF
in himfelf, or beftow it on the clafs of rich citizens.

Among people of underftanding, the politicians

conjectured, that he would not always be able to

refill the allurements of a crown c
, and imputed to

him their fufpicions as a crime. The greater

part of thofe warriors whom he had brought from

Peloponnefus, and whom honour had attached to

his fervice, had fallen in battle d
.—In fine, all

minds, fatigued with their own inaction and his

virtues, regretted the licentioufnefs and the factions

in which they had fo long been engaged.

On this fituation of affairs Callippus founded his

infidious machinations. He began by informing

Dion of the true or fuppofed murmurs which the

troops, he faid, fometimes fuffered to efcape them

;

and even procured himfelf to be commirTioned to

found their difpofitions and intentions. He then

infinuated himfelf into the good opinion of the

foldiers, fomented their difcontents, and communi-

cated his views to thofe who favoured his advances •,

while they who rejected them with indignation, in

vain apprifed their general cf the fecret practices of

Callippus •, he only law in his conduct the afliduity

and zeal of a faithful friend e
.

The confpiracy made greater progrefs every

day •, but Dion would not deign to beftow on it

c Plut. in Brut. p. ioio.
d Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 98 1.

t I'lut. in Dion. t. i. p 982. Nep. ibid. cap. 8,
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the leaft attention. He was at length induced to

pay fome regard to the notices he received from

every quarter, and which for fome time had alarmed

his family •, but tormented with the remembrance

.of the death of Heraclides, ever prelcnt to his

mind, he declared that lie would rather choofe to die

a thoufand times, than to be inceflantly taking

precautions againft his friends and his ene-

mies f
.

In the choice of the former he was not fufH-

ciently careful s • and when he was convinced

that the greater part of thofe he had fuppofed his

friends were men of bafe and corrupt minds, he

made no ufe of the difcovery-, either becaufe he

could not believe them capable of fuch an excefs

of villany
h
, or becauie he thought he ought to

refign himfelf to his fate. He then no doubt was

an inftance, that it is poiTible for virtue itfelf to be

difcouraged by the injuftice and wickednefs of

men.

In the mean time his wife and fitter afliduoufly

inveftigatcd the traces of the conlpiracy ; which

Callippus knowing, he prelented himfelf before

them, fhedding a Hood of teats, and, to perfuade

them that he was innocent, offered to fubmit to the

f Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 982.
I Plut. Epift. 7, p. 333.
b Id. ibid. p. 351.
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mofl rigorous teft. They required from him the

great oath.

This alone can infpire the hardened villain with

terror. He, however, immediately conlented to

take it, and was conducted into the fubterraneaft

receffes of the temple of Ceres and Proferpine.

There, after the facrifices prefcribed on fuch oc-

cafions, habited in the robe of one of ihofe goddeffes,

and holding a lighted torch, he calk-d on them

to witnefs his innocence, and pronounced the mod
horrible imprecations againfl; himfelf, mould he be

perjured. The ceremony ended, he proceeded

to prepare every thing for the execution of his

project '.

He chofe for this the day of the feftival of

Proferpine, and having certified himfelf that Dion

had not left his houfe, he put himfelf at the head

of fome foldiers, from the ifland of Zacynthus k
j

fome of whom furrounded the houfe, while others

forced their way into an apartment on the ground

floor, in which Dion was, with feveral of his

friends, who dared not rifk their lives to preferve

his. The confpirators, who had come without

arms, threw themfelves on him, and long tortured

him in attempting to ftrangle him ; but as he

itill breathed, fome of thofe without threw a dag-

» Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 982. Nep. ibid. cap. 8.

* Diod, Sic. lib. J 6, p. 4321
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ger in at the window, with which the afiafiins imme-

diately ftabbed him to the heart 1 *. Some pretend

that Callippus had drawn his fword, but could not

prevail on himfelf to ftrike his benefactor m . Thus

died Dion, aged about fifty-five years, in the fourth

year after his return into Sicily".

His death produced a fudden change at Syra-

cufe. The inhabitants, who began to deteft h :m
as a tyrant, now lamented him as the author of

their liberty. His funerals were celebrated at the

expence of the public treafury, and his tomb

was erected in the moft confpicuous place in the

city .

Yet, excepting a flight tumult, in which fome

blood was Ihed, which was not that of the guilty,

no perfon dared to attack the aiUiT;ns p
, and Cal-

lippus peaceably reaped ihe fruit of his crime. A
fhort time after, the friends of Dion united to re-

venge his death, but were overpowered. Callip-

pus, defeated in his turn by H'.pparinus, the bro-

ther of Dionyfius q
, and every where hated and

expelled, was conftrained to take refuge in Italy,

with a remnant of banditti who followed his for-

tunes, and at length perifhed miferably, thirteen

Pint, in Dion. t. i. p. 983. Nep. ibid. cap. 9.

* The year 353 before Chrift.
m Mat. Epift. 7, t. iii.p. 334.
B Nep. in Dion. cap. lo.

• Id. ibid.

» Hut. in Brut. t. i. p. 101 1.

* Diod. Sic. lib. 1 6, p. 34.6.
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months after the death of Dion, having been, as is

pretended, ftabbed with the fame dagger which had

deprived that great man of life 1".

While the people cf Sicily were labouring to de-

ftroy tyranny, Athens, which boafts fo much of her

love of liberty, exhaufted herfelf in vain efforts to

bring again under the yoke the ftates which for fome

years paft had detached themfelves from her al-

liance*. She refolved to feize on Byzantium, and,

with this view, fent off a hundred and twenty galleys

under the command of Timotheus, Iphicrates and

Chares, who failed to the Hellefpont, where the fleet

of the enemy, nearly of equal force, foon after ar-

rived. On each fide preparations were made for

battle, when a violent tempeft arofe. Chares never-

thelefs propofed to begin the attack ; and as the

two other generals, more able and prudent, were of

a different opinion, he openly accufed them to the

army, and feized this opportunity to effect their

ruin. The people of Athens, when they heard the

letters read in which he charged them with treache-

ry, were inflamed with anger, immediately recalled

them, and ordered a proiecution to be commenced

againft them s
.

The victories of Timotheus, feventy-five cities

which he had united to the republic r

, the honours

r Plut. in Dion. p. 983.
* See Chap. XXIII.
• Diod. Sic. lib. 1 6, p. 424.
1 JEfckin. de Falf. Legat. p. 406..
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which had formerly been paid him, his old age, nor

•even the juftice of his caufe, could not all fave

him from the partiality of his judges. He was con-

demned to pay a fine of a hundred talents*, and re-

tired to the city of Chalcis in Euboea u
, filled with

indignation againft his fellow citizens, whom he had

fo often enriched by his conquefts, and who after his

death manifefted a repentance equally late and fruit-

lefs*. He paid on this occafion the tax of the

contempt which he had always entertained for

Chares. One day, at the election of generals, fome

mercenary orators, to exclude Iphicrates and Timo-

theus, highly extolled Chares, to whom they attri-

buted the qualities of a robuft athleta. He is, faid

they, in the vigour of life, and capable of fupport-

ing the heavieft fatigues. " Such a man is proper

for the army."—" No doubt," faid Timotheus,

" to carry the baggage >'."

The condemnation of Timotheus did not ap-

peafe the fury of the Athenians ; nor could it inti-

midate Iphicrates, who defended himfelf with in-

trepidity. The military expreflion was remarked

by which he turned the attention of his judges to

the conduct of the general who had plotted his

destruction. " My fubject hurries me on," faid

he, " I mull: open myfelf a way through the ac-

* 540,000 livrcs (22, 50CI).

Ncp. in Timoth. cap. 3.
•x Id. ibid. cap. 4.
r Hut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 187. Id. An Seni, &c. t. ii, p. 788,
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tions of Chares*." In the courfe of his defence;

he apoftrophized the orator Ariftophon, who had

accufed him of having fuffered hhnfelf to be cor-

rupted by a bribe. " Anfwer me," faid he, with a

tone of authority •,
" would you have been guilty of

fo infamous an action ?" " I certainly mould not/*

replied the orator. " And can you fuppofe," an-

fwered he, " that Iphicrates can have done what

Ariftophon would not have been bafe enough to

do a ?"

To the refources of eloquence he added another,

the fuccefs of which appeared to him lefs uncertain..

The trhunal was furrounded by feveral young offi-

cers attached to his interests ; and he himfelf let his

judges fometimes ice a dagger which he wore under

his robe. He was acquitted b
, and ferved no more*

When fome perfons remonftrated to him on the

violence by which he thus overawed juftice, he

replied :
" I have long borne arms for the fafety

of my country, and I mould be fimple indeed if

I did not have recourfe to them for my own fecu-

rity c ."

Chares however did not proceed to Byzantium.

Under the pretext that he was in want of provi-

fions d
, he entered with his army into the pay of

z Ariftot.de Rhetor, lib. 3, cap. jo, t. ii. p. 595.
a Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 23, t. ii. p. 575.
b Nep. in Iphicr. cap. 3. Polyaen. Strateg. lib. 3, cap. 9,

No. 29.
c Polyaen. ibid.

* D.eraofth. ia Philip, t. i. p. $e,.
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the farrap Artabazus, who had revolted againft

Artaxerxes king of Perfia, and who was on the

point of being overpowered by forces fuperior to

his own e
. The arrival of the Athenians changed

the face of affairs. The army of Artaxerxes was

defeated, and Chares immediately wrote to the

people of Athens that he had obtained over the

Perfians a victory no lefs glorious than that of

Marathon f
. But this news only occafioned a

tranfient joy. The Athenians, terrified at the

complaints and menaces of the king of Perfia, re-

called their general, and haftened to offer peace

and independence to the cities which had thrown

off their yokes. Thus terminated this war*,

equally fatal to both parties. On the one fide,

feveral of the confederated Hates, exhaufted of

men and money, were obliged to fubmit to the

power of Mauiblus king of Caria h
; and, on the

other, Athens, befides being deprived of the fuc-

cours fhe derived from their alliance, loll three of

her belt generals, Club-Has, Timotheus, and Iphi-

crates'. Immediately after another war began
-f-,

e Diod. Sic. lib. 1 6, p. 434.
f Pint, in Arat. t. i. p. 10341.

X Diod. ibid. p. 424.
* Under the archonfhip of E!pine3, which correfponds with

the years 356 and 355 before Chrift.
h Demofth. de Rhod. Libert, p. 144.
* Nep. in Timoth. cap. 4.

-} Under the archonfhip of Agathocles, the year 356 before

Chrift.

Vol. V. Q
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which became general, and to the misfortune of

Greece difplayed the great abilities of Philip of

Macedon.

The Amphictyons, whofe principal office is to

watch over the interefts of the temple of Apollo

at Delphi, having affembled, the Thebans, who,

in concert with the Theffalians, direct the proceed-

ings of that tribunal, accufed the Phocians of hav-

ing feized on fome lands which appertained to the

god, and procured them to be condemned to pay

a heavy fine k
. The acculers were impelled by

the fpirit of revenge. The Theffalians ftill blufhed

at the victories which the Phocians had formerly

eained over them 1

. Befides the motives of ri-

valry which always fubfift between neighbouring

nations, the city of Thebes was indignant at not

having been able to force an* inhabitant of Phocis

to reftore a Theban woman whom he had carried

off ,n
.

The firft decree was immediately followed by a

fecond, which confecrated to the god the lands of

the Phocians. It befides authorized the Amphic-

tyonic league to take vengeance on the cities which

had till then neglected to obey the decrees of the

tribunal. This latter claufe had reference to the

Lacedaemonians, againft whom a decree had been

k Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 425.
x Paufan. lib. 10, cap. I, p. 799.
81 Duris, ap. Athen. lib. 13, cap. 1, p. 560.
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paffed feveral years flnce, which had not yet been

carried into execution n
.

In any other circumftances the Phocians would

have feared to brave the danger by which they

were menaced. But it was then feen how much

great revolutions fometimes depend on trifling

caufes . A fhort time before, two individuals of

Phocis, each wifhing to obtain a rich heirefs for

his fon, interefted the whole nation in their quarrel,

and formed two parties, which, in all public delibe-

rations, liftened only to the voice of mutual ha-

tred. Therefore no fooner had fome Phocians

propofed to fubmit to the decrees of the Amphic-

tyons, than Philomelus, whofe riches and abilities

had placed him at the head of the oppofite faction,

loudly exclaimed, that to give way to injuftice was

the mod flagrant and pernicious of all acts of cow-

ardice-, that the Phocians had legitimate claims,

not only to the lands which it had been made a

crime in them to cultivate, but to the temple of

Delphi itfelf ; and that he only afked their confi-

dence in him to preierve them from the ignominious

chaftifement decreed againft them by the tribunal

of the Amphiclyons p
.

His rapid eloquence had its full effect on the

Phocians. Inverted with abfolute power, he flew

n Diod. Sic. lib. 1 6, p. 425 et 430.
• Ariilot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 390. Duris, ap.

Athen. lib. 13, p» 560.
r Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 42?. Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 2, p. 802,

G2
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to Lacedaemon, prevailed on king Archidamus to

approve his projects, and obtained from him fif-

teen talents, which, added to fifteen others that he

advanced himfelf, enabled him to take into pay a

great number of mercenaries, to feize on the

temple, furround it with a wall, and tear down from

the columns the defamatory decrees which the

Amphictyons had enacted againft the dates ac-

cufed of facrilege. The Locrians in vain haftened

to the defence of the facred place •, they were put

to flight •, and their ravaged country enriched the

conquerors'. The warlafted ten years and fome

months'" : in the continuation of this work I mall

relate the principal events which happened in that

time.

* Diod. Sic. lib. 1 6, p. 426.
r iEfchin. de Falf. Legat. p. 415. Id. in Ctefiph. p. 45c

Diod. Sic. ibid. p. 418 et 475. Paufan. lib. 9, p. 724. Id.

lib. 10, p. 802.
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CHAP. LXI.

Letters en the general Affairs of Greece, addreffed to

Anacharfis and Pbilotas, during their Travels in

Egypt and Perfia.

DURING my ftay in Greece, I had fo often

heard fpeak of Egypt and Perfia, that I

could no longer refill my defire to vifu thoie two

kingdoms : Apollodorus had affigned me Philotas

to accompany me in my journey, and had pro-

mifed to inform us of all that palled while we

were abient. Others of our friends made us the

fame promife. Their letters, which 1 mail here

give, fometimes entire, and fometimes by extracts,

were on fome occafions only a fimple journal, and

on others accompanied by reflections,

"We fet out at the end of the iccond year of the

106th Olympiad*. The fouth of Greece then

enjoyed profound tranquillity, but the north was

difturbed by the war of the Phocians, and the en-

terprifes of Philip king of Macedon.

Philomelus, the leader of the Phocians, had

* In the faring of the year 354bcfore Chrifi'

G 3
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fortified himfelf at Delphi. He fent off ambafla-

dors on every fide, but no peribn could have ima-

gined that fuch apparently unimportant difputes

would ultimately be the occafion of the ruin of

Greece, which a hundred and twenty-fix years be-

fore had refilled the whole power of Perfia.

Philip was engaged in frequent quarrels with

the Thracians, Illyrians, and other barbarous na-

tions. He meditated the conquefl of the Grecian

cities fituated on the frontiers of his kingdom, and

of which the greater part were allied or tributary

to the Athenians. The latter people, offended

that he had kept poffeffion of Amphipolis, which

had belonged to them, attempted fome hoftilitics

againft him, but dared not proceed to an open

rupture

DlOTIMUS BEING ARCHON[ AT ATHENS,

The 3d year of the ro6th Olympiad,

(From the 26th of June of theyear 354, to the l^lh of July of the

year 353, hefore Chrlft. )

Letter of Apollodorus.

GREECE is full of diffenfions 5
. Some

condemn the enterprise of Philomelns, and others

vindicate it. The Thebans, with the whole bocly

of the Boeotians, the Locrians, and the different

1 Diod. lib, 16, p. 430.
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nations of ThefTaly, having all private injuries to

revenge, threaten to take vengeance for the iniuit

offered to the god of Delphi. The Athenians, the

Lacedaemonians, and fome cities of Peloponnefus,

have declared for the Phocians, from hatred to the

Thebans.

Philomelus at firft protefted that he would not

touch the treafures of the temple c

; but, terrified

at the preparations of the Thebans, he has feized

on a part of thofe riches, which has enabled him

to increale the pay of the mercenaries, who from

every fide haften to Delphi. He has fuccefllvely

defeated the Locrians, the Boeotians, and the

Thefialians

Some days fince, the army of die Phocians, hav-

ing entered a clofe country, unexpectedly met with

that of the Boeotians, fuperior in numbers, and the

latter gained a complete victory. Philomelus,

covered with wounds, repulfed to an eminence, and

furrounded on all fides, chofe rather to throw him-

felf from the top of a rock than to fall into the

hands of his enemies u

1 Diod. lib. 1 6, p. 429 et 431.
a Id. ibid. p. 432. Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 2, p. 802*
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In the Archonship of Eudemus,

The 4th year of the ic6th Olympiad,

(From the Iph of July of the y:ar 353, to the $d of July ofthf

year 352, before Chr'tft.)

Letter of Apollodorus.

IN the laft affembly of the Phocians the per-

fons ofmod fenfe advifed peace; but Onomarchus,

who had collected the mattered remains of the army,

fo effectually employed his eloquence and rafttiencfc

that it has been determined to continue the war*

and to confide to him the fame power as PhilomeT

lus poffeffed. He is employed in raifing new

troops. The gold and filver taken from the facred

treafury have been converted into money, and

many of the ftatues of brafs at Delphi into helmets

and fwords x

A report has prevailed that Artaxerxes, king of

Perfia, was preparing to turn his arms againft

Greece. Nothing was talked of but his immenfe

preparations. It was faid that not lefs than twelve

hundred camels would be neceffary to carry the

gold intended for the pay of the troops J.

The affembly met tumultuouily. Jn the midft

of the public alarm, fome pertons propofed to call

pn all the Grecian ftates, and even the king of

* Diod. lib. 16, p« 433.

7 Demofth. de Gaff, p. 136,
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Macedonia 1
, to unite for the general defence of

Greece-, to anticipate Artaxerxes, and to carry the

war into his dominions. Dcmofthenes, who, after

having diffcinguifhed himfelf in his pleadings in the

courts of juftice, has lately taken an active part in

public affairs, fpoke in opposition to this propoial;

but he ftrongly infifted on the necelfity of putting

ourfelves in a date of defence. He has forcfeen

and provided for every thing; dated what number

oflhips, what infantry, and what cavalry will be

neceffary, and in what manner the requifite fup-

plies may be raifed. The difcernment of the ora-

tor has been greatly applauded. In fact, fuch

prudent meafures will be of the higheft utility to

us againfl Aftaxerxes, mould he invade Greece,

and againil our prefent enemies, mould he have

no fuch defign*. It has been fince known that

the king of Perfia hutd no thoughts of attacking

us, and we have no longer thought ferioufly of any

thing.

I know not how to accuftom myfelf to thefe pe-

riodical excefes of defpondence and confidence;

we pafs in a moment from defpair to exultation.

An individual who never acquires experience by

his errors is defervedly abandoned to his folly ; but

in what light muft we view a whole nation which,

folely occupied by the prefent, beftows not a

* Lit. Phil. ap. Dcmoith. p. 114.
"> Demofth. de Ilhod. p. 144.
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thought on either the paft or future, and which for-

gets its fears, as a flam of lightning or peal of

thunder are forgotten when they are paft.

The greater part of the people of Athens fpeak

of the king of Perfia with dread, and of the king

of Macedon with contempt b
. They do not ob-

ferve that the latter prince has not failed for fome

time to take every opportunity to make incurfions

Into our territories ; that he has feized on our

iflands of Imbros and Lemnos -, that he has load-

ed with chains fuch of our citizens as had fettled

in thofe countries ; that he has taken feveral of

our (hips on the coafts of Eubcea ; and that ftill

more recently he has made a delcent on Attica,

at Marathon, and carried off the facred galley c
.

This infult, offered to us at the very place which

was formerly the fcene of our glory, has made us

blufh ; but with us the colour of lhame foon dif-

appears.

Philip is continually prefent every where. No
fooner had he quitted our meres than he flew to

the maritime parts of Thrace, took the fortrefs of

Methone, demolifhed it, and diftributed the fertile

fields around it to his foldiers, of whom he is the

idol.

During the fiege of that city, he fwam over the

river d
. An arrow, fhot by an archer, or from 3

v Demofth. de Rhod. p. 147.
c Id. 111 Phil. 1, p. 52.
«* Callifth. ap. Plut. in Parall. t. ii. p. 307,
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machine, flruck him in the right eye e
; and, not-

vvithftanding the extreme pain he muft have fuf-

fered, he regained the bank from which he had

fwum. His phyfician Critobulus has extracted the

arrow with great fkill f
; the eye is not disfigured,

but it is deprived of fight*.

This accident has not diminifhed his ardour

:

he is now befieging the fortrefs of Herasa, to which

we have juft claims. Athens is in commotion, and

the general afTembly has pafTed a decree to raife a

contribution of fixty talents
-f-,

fit out forty galleys,

and enrol thofe who have not attained their forty-

fifth years
J. Thefe preparations require time-,

the winter approaches, and the expedition muft be

deferred till the enfuing fummer.

In the midft of the alarm occafioned by the

projects of the Perfian monarch, and the enter-

prifes of the king of Macedon, ambaffadors ar-

rived from the king of Lacedaemon, and others at

the fame time from the Megalopolitans, whofe

city he has befieged. Archidamus propofed to us

to join the Lacedaemonians, and reftore the cities

e Strab. lib. 7, p. 330; lib. 8, p. 374. Diod. Sic. lib. 16,

p. 434. Juftin. lib. 7, cap. 6.

f Flin.lib. 7, cap. 37, p. 395.
* A parafite who followed Philip, named Clidcmus, after that

prince was wounded, appeared with a plaller on his eye (iElian.

Hid. Anim. lib. 9, cap. 7).

f 324,000 livres (13,500b)
£ Demofth. Olynth. 3, p. 35.

X Toward the month of October, in the vear 353 before

Chrill.
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of Greece to the fituation in which they were be-

fore the late wars. All ufurpations and encroach-

ments were to be given back, and all new fettle-

ments deftroyed. The Thebans have taken from

us Oropus; they were to be forced to reftore it:

they have razed Thefpias and Platasa ; they mould

be rebuilt : they have founded Mesalopolis in

Arcadia, to reftrain the incurfions of the Lacedae-

monians ; it fliould be demolished. The orators

and citizens were divided in their opinions ; De-

mofthenes b clearly fhewed that the execution of this

project would indeed weaken the Thebans our ene-

mies, but muft increafe the power of the Lacedae-

monians our allies, and that our fafety depended

entirely on our being able to maintain a proper

balance between thofe two republics. Both par-

ties have united to fupport his opinion with their

fuffrages.

In the mean time the Phocians have furnifhed

the Lacedaemonians with troops, and the Thebans

and other ftates have fent afllftance to the Megalo-

politans. Many battles have already been fought,

and, after much bloodfhed, peace will foon be

concluded 1

.

The war in the northern provinces of Greece

has not been lefs murderous and deftruetive. The
Phocians, Boeotians, and Theffalians, by turns

'

;
.

. . ' A

h Demofth. pro Mcgalop. p. 154.
» Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 43 S,

5
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conquerors and conquered, continue a conteft

which religion and national jealoufy render ex-

tremely cruel. An incident that has lately hap-

pened prefents but a melancholy profpect. Lyco-

phron, tyrant of Pherae in Thefialy, has entered

into a league with the Phocians to fubjugate the

ThelTalians. The latter have implored the aflift-

ance of Philip, who has immediately haftened to

their fuccour. After fome indecifive actions, two

fucceffive defeats have obliged him to retire into

Macedonia. It was imagined that he was reduced

to the laft extremity, and his foldiers began to de- .

fert, when, on a ludden, he again appeared in

Thefialy. His troops, and thofe of the Thefla-

lians, his allies, amounted to more than twenty-

three thoufand foot, and three thoufand horfe.

Onomarchus, at the head of twenty thoufand foot,

and three hundred horfe, had joined Lycophron.

The Phocians, after an obftinate refinance, have

been defeated, and driven toward the fea-fhore,

from which was feen at a diftance the fleet of the

Athenians, commanded by Chares. The greater

part of the fugitives, having thrown themfelves into

the fea to fwim to the Athenian mips, perilhed,

with Onomarchus their general, whofe body Philip

caufed to be hung on a gibbet. The lofs of the

Phocians is very confiderable ; fix thoufand were

flain in the battle, and three thoufand, who had

furrendered prifoners at difcretion, have been
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thrown into the fea as wretches guilty of facri-

lege
k

.

The Thcflalians, by joining with Philip, have

thrown down the barrier which obftrucled the pro-

grefs of his ambition. For ibme years he had fur-

fered the Greeks to enfeeble each other, and from

his throne, as from a watch-tower l
, had waited the

moment when fome one of the contending parties

mould folicit his afiiftance. He is now authorized

to interfere in the affairs of Greece. Every

where the multitude, unable to penetrate his in-

tentions, believe him inflamed with a zeal for

religion-, on every fide they exclaim that he has

owed his victory to the fanctity of the caufe which

he fupported, and that the gods have chofen him

to avenge the infult offered to their altars. He
had himfelf forefeen the advantages to be de*

rived from fuch an opinion ; and before the battle,

had commanded his foldiers to crown themfelves

with laurels, as if he marched to the attack in the

name of the divinity of Delphi, to whom that tree

is confecrated™.

Intentions fo pure, and fuccefs fo fplendid, have

exalted the admiration of the Greeks to enthufiafm.

We hear of nothing but this prince, his extraordi-

nary abilities and exemplary virtues. The follow-

ing is an anecdote which is related of him.
—— ———— ——'

—

«

k Diod. lib. 16, p. 435. Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 2, p. '602.

1 JulHn. lib. 8, cap. 1.

B Id. ibid. cap. 2.

2
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He had in his army a foldier renowned for his

bravery, but infatiably avaricious". The foldier

had embarked for fome diftant expedition, and,

his vefTel having been loft, he was caft, half dead

upon the fhore. A Macedonian, who cultivated

a fmall field in the neighbourhood, hearing of his

misfortune, haftened to his afliltance, p referved his

life, took him to his houfe, gave up to him his

bed, and during a whole month attended him with

unwearied affiduity, and afforded him every aid

which pity and humanity could fuggeft. He
afterward furnifhed him with the money necefTary

to enable him to return to Philip. You (hall be

convinced of my gratitude, laid the foldier at

parting, mould I ever again fee the king my maf-

ter. He arrived, related to Philip his misfortune,

but laid not a word of him to whole humanity he

was indebted for his life. As a recompenfe for

his fufferings in the fervice of his fovereign, he

alked a fmall houfe near the place to which he had

been carried by the waves, and which was no other

than the houfe of his bencfaftor. The king im-

mediately granted his requelt ; but being foon

after informed of the whole truth of the tranfaction,

by a letter from the owner of the houfe, written

with much franknefs and fpirit, he exprefTed the

higheft indignation, and commanded the governor

n Senec. de Benef! lib. 4, cap. 37.
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of the province to put the latter again in poflefliofl

of his dwelling, and to brand the forehead of the

•foldier with a mark of infamy.

This action has been extolled to the Ikies : I

approve without admiring it. Philip himfelf de-

ferved more to be puniihed than the ungrateful

and rapacious foldier •, for the fubject who folicits

an unjuft grant is lefs culpable than the prince who

beftows it without examination, What then

ought Philip to have done after having branded

the foldier with infamy ? To have renounced the

wretched prerogative of being generous with the

property of another, and to have engaged, by a

folemn promife to all his fubjecls, never again to

be fo inattentive in the diftribution of his fa-

vours.

Im the Archonship of Aristodemus,

The 1 1 th year of the 107th Olympiad,

(Fram the %cl of July of the year 352, to the 2 2d of July of the

year 35 1, before Chr'fl. )

Letter of Apollodorus.

I HAV E mentioned, in one of my former

letters, that, to prevent the excurfions of Philip,

and confine him to his own dominions, it had

been refolved to raife fixty talents
(
and fend into

Thrace forty galleys, with a powerful army. After

about
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about eleven months employed in preparations,

we have at laft raifed five talents*, and fitted

out two galleys , the command of which was to

be given to Charidemus. He was juft ready to

fail, when a report was fpread that Philip was fick,

. that he was dead •, on which we immediately dis-

armed, while Philip immediately marched toward

Thermopylae. He was about to fall on Phocis p
,

from whence he might eafily have entered Attica,

but fortunately we had a fleet on the neighbouring

coaft, which was conveying a body of troops to

the afliftance of the Phocians. Nauficlus, their

general, immediately landed them as foon as pofil-

ble, and took pofTeflion of the defile ; on which

Philip abandoned his defign, and retired toward

Macedonia q
.

We have been much elated at this event. Our

allies liave congratulated us on it, and we have de-

creed thankfo-iving-s to the sods, and eulogiums to

the troops r
. Wretched city ! in which to take pof-

ieffion of a poft without oppofition is efteemed an

aft of bravery, and to efcape a defeat a fubjeft of

triumph !

Some days fince, the general alTembly took into

confideration our uifputes with the king of Mace-

* 27,coo livrcs (1,1251.)

Demofth. Olynth. 3, p. 35.
f Diod. lib. 16, p. 437.
* Id. ibid. p. 436. Demofth. Phil, i, p. 49. Orof. lib. 3,

cap. 12.

' Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 306. Ulp. ibid. p. 36^.

\ >l. V.
' H
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don. Demofthenes afcended the roftrum% and

painted in the ftrongeft colours the indolence and

frivolity of the Athenians, the ignorance and ab-

furd meafures of their leaders, and the ambition and

activity of Philip.

He propofed to fit out a fleet, to raife a body of

troops, compoled, at leaft in part, of citizens 1
, to

carry the war into Macedonia, and not to terminate

it, except by an advantageous treaty or a decifive

victory". For, faid he, unlefs we fpeedily attack

Philip in his own dominions, it will probably not

be long before he attacks us in ours*. He fixed

the number of foldiers which it would be neceffary

to enrol, and propofed means for providing for

their fubfiftence.

Such meafures would difconcert the fchemes of

Philip, and prevent him from making war on us

at the expence of our allies, whofe mips he feizes

with impunity y
. They would at the fame time

reanimate the courage of thofe who have been

obliged to throw themfelves into his arms, and

who bear the yoke of his alliance with that fear

and hatred which the pride of an ambitious prince

infpires *.

s Demoftli. Fliilip. I, p. 47.
' Id. ibid. p. 50.

Id. ibid. p. 49.
* Id. ibid. p. 54.

y Id. ibid. p. 52.

* Id. ibid. p. 48.
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Demofthenes explained and enforced what he:

propofed with equal perfpicuity and energy. I le

pofTeffes that eloquence which compels his hearers

to recognize themfelves and their conduct in the

mortifying picture which he drew of their pad errors

and prefent fituation.

" See," exclaimed he, " to what a height of au-

dacity Philip has at length arrived*. He deprives

you of the choice of war or peace, braves you with

his menaces, and talks, as we are informed, in the

moil infolent ftyle. Not fatisfied with his former

acquifitions, he is ftill in purfuit of further con-

quefts, and while we fit down inactive and irrefo-

lute, inclofes us on all fides with his toils- When,

therefore, O my countrymen ! when will you exert

your vigour ? When forced by fome neceflity.

Juit heaven ! what more urgent neceflity can there

be to freemen than the difgrace attendant on mif-

conduct ? Will you perpetually walk about i:i

the public places, eacli enquiring of the other,

" What new advices r" Can any thing be more

new than that a man of Macedon fhould conquer

the Athenians and give law to Greece?—Is Philip

dead ?—No •, but dangeroufly ill.—How are you

concerned in thofe rumours ? Even mould he die,

you would foon raife up another Philip by your

negligence and inertnels.

a Demofth. Phiiip. i, p. 48.

H 2
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" You lofe the time for action in frivolous deli-

berations. Your generals, inftead of appearing at

the head of your armies, parade in the procefTions

of your prielb to add fplendour to the public cere-

monies'1
. Your armies are only compofed of mer-

cenaries, the dregs of foreign nations, vile robbers,

who lead their chiefs rather than are led by them,

fometimes into the countries of your allies, ofwhom

they are the terror, and fometimes to thofe of the

barbarians, who deprive you of them at the very

time when you moft want their afTifrance c
. Inde-

cifion and confufion prevail in all your prepara-

tions'1
: your projects have neither plan nor fore-

fight. You are the flaves of circumftances, and op-

portunities perpetually efcape you. Like unfkilful

boxers, you never think of guarding againft a blow

till you have received it. If you hear that Philip

is in the Cherfonefus, immediately you pafs a de-

cree to fend forces thither. If he is faid to be at

Thermopylae^ inftantly another decree paffes for

the troops to march thither. You hurry up and

down, and follow wherever he himfelf conducts

you, but only arrive time enough to be witneffes to

his fuccefs ."

The whole harangue is full of fimilar flrokes.

The ftyle of Thucydides, which the orator pro-

b Demofth. Philip. :, p. 51.
c Id. Ibid. p. 50.
d Id. ibid. p. 52.

18. ibid, p; 5 j.
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pofed to himfelf as a model, it is faid, is diftinftly

perceivable in it
f

. As I left the afiembly, I heard

many of the Athenians lavifliing their praifes on

13cmoilher.es, and enquiring what news from the

Phociam.

You will perhaps put to me the fame queftion.

They were iuppofeu to be without relource after

the victory of Philip, but they have the treafures

of Delphi at their difoofal; and as they have in-

creaied the pay of their troops, they attract to their

ftandard all the mercenaries who ramble over

Greece. The laft campaign has produced noth'ng

decifive : they have loft fome battles, and they

have gained fome-, they have ravaged the country

or the Locrians, while their own has been laid

wafte b) the Thcbans E
.

Cur friends, who much regret your abience,

conrin.e to meet from time to time at my houfe.

5 day evening the queftion was propoied,

Why great men are {o rare, and only appear at

intcnals? The debate on it continued a long

time. CI r.yfopl ilus denied the fade, and m itn-

tained that Nature does not favour one age or

country more than another. WoulJ tame, added

he, ever have celebrated Lycurgus if he had

been born a Have, or Homer if he had lived at a

time when the language of his country was not

' Dionyi. Halic. de Thucyd. Jud. cap. 53, t. vi. p. 944. •

S Piod. lib. 16, p. 436, &c,

H 3
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yet formed ? Who can affirm, that in our time,

among civilized or barbarous nations, we might

not find other Homers or Lycurgufes employed

in the difcharge of the vileft functions ? Nature,

ever free and ever rich in her productions, fcatters

minds endowed -with genius over the earth, but

circumftances alone can expand and perfect their

powers.

In the Archonshjp of Thessalus,

The 2d year of the 107th Olympiad,

(From the lid of July of theyear 35 1, to the 1 \th of July of the

year 350, before Chr'tft. J

Letter of Apollodorus.

ARTEMISIA, queen of Caria, is

dead •, fhe has furvived her brother and hufband

Maufolus only two years h
. You know that Mau-

folus was one of thofe kings whom the court of

Sufa keeps as it were in garrifon on the frontiers

of the empire, to defend its entrance. It is faid,

that his wife, who governed him, having gathered

up his allies, mixed them, from an excefs of af-

fection, with her drink'. Her grief is alfo faid to

h Diod. Sic. lib. if), p. 443.
1 Auh Gell. lib. 10, cap. i8. Val. Max. lib. 4, cap. 6,

extern. No. 1.
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have been the caufe of her death 1
". She has

however purfued, with no lefs ardour, the ambi-

tious projects with which fhe had infpired him.

By adding treachery 1 to a concurrence of fome

fortunate circumftances, he acquired pofTeflion of

the iflands of Cos, Rhodes, and feveral Grecian

cities, and Artemifia has retained them in obe-

dience"1
.

Obferve, I entreat you, how falfe and fatal are

the ideas which govern this world, and efpecially

thofe which fovereigns form to themfelves of power

and orlorv. Had Artemifia underftood the true

interefts of her hufband, fhe would have taught

him to leave fraud and opprefiion to extenfive

empires, and to found his own power and honour

on the happinefs of his province and the love of

the people, who only afk of their governors not to

be treated as enemies. But me wifhed to make of

him a fpecies of conqueror. Both were lavifh of

the blood and fortunes of their iubjec~h n
•, and with

what view ? To embellifli the little city of Haft-

carnafTus, and render illuftrious the memory of a

petty viceroy of the king of Perfia.

Artemifia neglected no means which fhe ima-

gined might bellow immortality on her hufband.

k Theopomp. ap. Harpocr. in 'Aftp. Strain lib. 14, p. 656.
Cicer. Tufcul. lib. 3, cap. 31, t. ii. p. 326.

1 Demoftli. de Rhod. Libert, p. 144.
* Id. ibid. p. 147.
n Theop. ap. Harpocr. in MxvruX.

H 4
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She invited, by rewards, the moft diftinguimed

men of genius to employ themfelves in recording

the actions of Maufolus. Poems and tragedies

have been written in his honour, and the orators of

Greece folicited to compofe his eulogium. Many
of them have entered the lifts", and lfocrates and

fome of his difciples have become competitors,

Theopompus, who is employed in writing the

hiitory of Greece, has carried off the prize from

his matter, and had the weaknefs to boait of his

fuccefs p
. I one day afked him whether, while

writing the panegyric of a man whofe fordid ava-

rice had ruined fo many families, the pen did not

frequently drop from his hand q
? He anfwered :

I have now fpoken as an orator ; another time I

fhail fpeak as an hiftorian. Such is the falfehood

and bafenefs of which eloquence permits itfelf to

be guilty, and which we have the mcannefs to

pardon.

Artemifia at the fame time caufed to be built for

Maufolus a tomb, which apparently will only im-

mortalize the artifts employed in its conftruclion.

I have {ecn the plan of it : it is a long fquare,

four hundred and eleven feet in circuit. The

principal part of the edifice, furrounded by thirty-

fix columns, is to be decorated on its four fronts

• Aul. Geil. lib. 10, cap. 18. Pint. X. Rhet. Vit. t. ii,

p. 838. Suid. in Ifocr. Taylor, Left. Lyf. cap. 3.

f Theop. ap» Eufcb. Praep. Evang. lib. 10, cap. 3, p. 464,

1 Theop. ap. Harpocr. et Suid, in Main;?.,
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by four of the moft famous fculptors in Greece,

Briaxis, Scopas, Leochares, and Timotheus.

—

Above is to be a pyramid, on which is to be placed

a car with four hprfes. The car will be of marble,

and by the hand of Pythis. The total height of the

monument is to be one hundred and forty fect r *.

It is already in great forwardnefs ; and as Idrieus,

who fucceeds his filter Artemifia, does not intcreit

himielf Jo much as the late queen in its completion,

the artifts have declared that they will confider

it as an honour and duty to finish it without

requiring any reward *. The foundations have

been laid in the middle of an open place laid out

by Maufolus 1
, on a piece of ground naturally dif-

pofed in the form of a theatre, which extends in a,

defcent to the fea. The traveller, when he enters

the harbour, cannot but lurvey the fcene which

prefents itfeif with admiration. On one fide is the

royal palace, and on the other the temple of Venus

and Mercury, lituated near the fountain of Sal-

m.icis. In front the public market extends along

the more, beyond which is the open place above-

mentioned ; and (till farther, the citadel and tern-

r—
r Plin. lib. 36, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 728.
• If Pliny, in the defcription of tin's edifice, made ufe of

Grecian raeafure^, the 41 1 feet in circuit will be reduced to 388
f ' 2 inches French

( + «3v feet Eng.) ; and the 140 feet in

height to 132 feet 2 inches 8 lines French (140 feet 7 inches

:•
. ;.)

» Plin. ibid.
c Vitruv, lib. 2, cap, S,
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pie of Mars, on the top of which is a coloflal fta-

tue. The tomb of Maufolus, intended to fix the

eye after it has refted a moment on thefe ftiperb

edifices, will no doubt be one of the fineft monu-

ments in the world u
j but it mould have been

confecrated to the memory of a benefactor to man-

kind.

Idrieus, when he afcended the throne, received

orders from Artaxerxes to fend a body of auxilia-

ries againft the kings of Cyprus, who have revolt-

ed. Phocion commands them in conjunction with

Evagoras, who formerly reigned in that ifland.

Their intention is to begin by the fiege of Sala-

mis*.

The king of Perfia has more extenfive views

:

he is making preparations for the conqueft of

Egypt. I hope you will already have taken pro-

per meafures for your fecurity. He has demanded

troops from us, and from the other Mates of Greece.

We have refufed him, and fo alio have the Lacc-

dsemonians : it is fufficient for us that we have let

him have Phocion. The Grecian cities of Afia

have already promifed him fix thoufand men.

Thebes will furnifh him with one thoufand, and

Aro-os with three thoufand, which will be com-

manded by Nicoftratus, an able general, but

whofe phrenfy it is to imitate Hercules. In battle

B Vitruv. lib. 2, cap. 8. Strab. lib. 14, p. 656. Plin. ibid.

x Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 440.
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he wears a lion-fkin over his moulders, and carries a

club in his hand. He is fent by the particular de-

fire of Artaxerxes f.

For fome time pad we have let out for hire our

generals, foldiers, and failors, to the kings of Per-

fu, who have always been very defirous to have

Greeks in their fervice, for whom they pay a great

price. Various motives compel our republics to

confent to this traffic •, the necefiity of ridding

themfelves of foreign mercenaries, whom the peace

renders ufelefo, and who are a burthen to the ftate ;

the defire of procuring for their citizens, impo-

verifhed by war, a pay that may reftore their for-

tunes •, the fear of lofing the protection and alliance

of the great king j and, laftly, the hope of obtaining

fuch a pecuniary donation as may replcnifh the

exhaufied public treafury. The Thebans havejuft

received from Artaxerxes* the fum of three hun-

dred talents*. We are infulted by a king of

Macedon, and bought by a king of Perfia : are we

not fufficiently degraded ?

y Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 442.
* Id. ibid. p. 438.
* i

3620,cco livrcs (67,50c!.)
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In the Archonship of Apollodorus,

The 3d year of the 107th Olympiad,

(From the llth ofJuly ofthe'year 350, to the 30/A of June of the

year 349, lefore Chrifl.)

We received the three following Letters on the fame day.

Letter of Nicetas.

1 LAUGH at the fears with which

many people wifh to infpire us. The power of

Philip can never be durable j it is only founded

on perfidy, falfehood, and perjury a
. He is deteft-

ed by his allies, whom he has frequently deceived;

by his fubjects and foldiers, harafied and exhauft-

ed by expeditions from which they derive no ad-

vantage •, by the principal officers of his army,

who are punifhed if they do not fucceed in an en-

terprife, and mortified if they do, for he is fo jea-

lous that he would fooner pardon them a ihameful

defeat than too brilliant luccefs. They live in

mortal fear, ever cxpofed to the (landers of the

courtiers, and the envious fufpicions of a prince

who has referved to himlelf all the glory that can

be acquired in Macedon b
.

His kingdom is in a deplorable fituation ; its

harvefts fail, its commerce is deftroyed. Poor and

3 Demolth. Olynth. 2, p. 22. Paufan. lib. 8, cap. 7, p. 61 2,

Juftin. lib. 9, cr.pl 3.

> Demofth. Olynth. 2, p. 23, et ad Philip. Epift, p. 118.
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weak in itfelf, it is dill more enfeebled by its ag-

grandizement . The flighted reverfe of fortune

will overturn that profperity which Philip owes

only to the incapacity of our generals, and to the

methods of corruption which he has fo fhame-

fully, but lb fuccefsfully employed throughout

Greece d
.

His partifans extol his perfonal qualities-, but I

will repeat to you what I have heard from thofe

who have had opportunities to view him near, and

obicrve his real character.

Propriety and regularity of manners cannot pro-

cure his efteem, but vice is almofl always rewarded

with his friendfhip p
. He difdains the man who

is only virtuous, repulfes the man of knowledge

and experience who gives him advice f
, and

courts flattery with as much eagernefs as flattery

courts other princes. Whoever would pleafe, ob-

tain his favour, and be admitted to his private

parties, mult have a conftitution flrong enough to

partake in his debauchery, and talents to amufc

him and excite his laughter. A few plealantries,

itrokes of iatire, witticifms, verfes, and obfeene

fongs, are fufneient to obtain his higheft favour;

on which account, if we except Antipater, Par-

e Demoilh. Olynlli. 2, p. 23, ct ad Philip. Epift. p. IiS.
d Id. de Falf. Leg. p. 33a, 341, &fc.

e Dcmofth. Olynth. 2, p. 23. Theop. ap. Ather.. lib. 6,

p. 260.
f Ifocr. Ep. ad Philip, t. i. p. 437.
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menio, and two or three other men of merit, his

court is only a wretched affembly of knaves, mu-

ficians, poets, and buffoons 3, who applaud him

right or wrong. Perfons of this defcription throng

to Macedon from every part of Greece.

Callias, who is fo expert a buffoon ; Callias, not

long fince the public (lave of this city, from which

he has been driven, is now one of his principal

courtiers h
. Agathocles, another Have, has raifed

himfelf to preferment by the fame means; Philip,

to reward him, has placed him at the head of a de-

tachment of his troops 1
: and, laftly, Thrafydsus,

the fillieft and groffefl of flatterers, Iiasjuft obtain-

ed a fovereignty in Theffaly k
.

Thefe defpicable men are publicly called the

friends of the king, and the fcourges of Mace-

don 1

; their number is excefllve, and their power

boundlefs. Not fatisfied with the treafures which

he lavifhes on them, they perfecute the honeft

citizens and defpoil them of their property, or

facrifice them to their revenge"1
. With them he

riots in the moft fhameful intemperance, palling

whole nights in drinking, almoft continually in-

toxicated and furious, finking every one who ap-

s Demofth. Olynth. 2, p. 23. Theop. ibid. lib. 16, p. 439.
Id. ap. Polyb. in Excerpt. Val. p. 2 1.

h Demofth. Olynth. 2, p. 24.
1 Theop. ap. Athen. lib. 6, cap. 17, p. 259.
k Id. ibid. cap. 13, p. 249.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 19, p. 167.
" Id. ibid. lib. 6, p. 2t>o.
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proaches him, and committing exceffes which can-

not be recollected without a blufh .

It is not only within the walls of his palace that

he thus degrades the dignity of the throne, but he

difhonours it in the face of nations. Have we not

feen him, when lately he was among the Thefla-

lians, lb famed for their intemperance, invite them

to frequent entertainments, intoxicate himielf with

them, amufe them with his pleaiantries, leap,

dance, and acl: by turns the part of the buffoon and

pantomime ?

No, Anacharfis, never can I believe that fuch a

flage-player was born to enflave Greece.

Letter of Apollodorus.

Received on the fame day with the preceding.

I CANNOT get rid of my fears for the

prefent (late of Greece. In vain do I hear my
countrymen boafi of the number of its inhabitants,

the valour of its foldiers, and the fplendour of their

ancient victories. In vain am 1 told that Philip

will fet bounds to his conquefts, and that hisenter-

priies have hitherto been coloured by fpecious pre-

texts. I fear the infufneiency of our means of de-

fence, and I diftruft his real intentions.

The ftates of Greece are enfeebled and corrupt -

n Theop. ap. Athen.lib. 6, p. 260; ctli'o. 10, cap. 10, p. 439.
* Id. ibid. lib. 6, cz-p. 17, p. 2 Co.
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ed ; they have no longer laws or citizens, any idea:

of real glory, or zeal for the good of the country :

every where we only fee vile mercenaries in the

place of foldiers, and plunderers inftead of gene-

rals.

Our republics will never unite againft Philip.

Some are engaged in a war which muft complete

their deftruction, and others have nothing in com-

mon but jealoufies and claims which muft prevent

their union p
. The example of Athens might per-

haps make a greater impreffion on them than their

private interefts •, but here nothing is feen but

feftivals and mows. We endure the infults of

Philip with the fame courage as our forefathers

braved dangers. The impetuous eloquence of

Demofthenes cannot roufe us from our fupinenefs
r

When I fee him afcend the roftrum, I feem to hear

him cry, amidft the tombs of our ancient warriors

:

Ye extincl: afh.es, ye dry bones, arife, and defend

your country !

On the other fide, obferve that Philip, the

finale confident of his own fecrets, the fole dif-

penfer of his treafures, the moft able general of

Greece, the braved: foldier in his army, forefees,

conceives, and executes every thing himfelf j an-

ticipates events, derives advantage from them

when that is pofiiblc, and yields to them when to

8 Den o •'.. Philip. \, p. ioz. Id. deCoron. p. 475.

5
y'ieki
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yield is necefTary q
. Remember that his troops

are extremely well difciplined
r

; that he exercifes

them inceflantly j that in time of peace he makes

them perform marches of three hundred ftadia*,

with arms and baggage s
; that at all times he is

at their head •, that he removes them with an

alarming expedition from one extremity of his

kingdom to the other ; and that they have learned

of him to make no difference between fummer

and winter, between fatigue and reft c
. Recollect,

that if the interior country of Macedonia exhibits

marks of the calamities of war, he has found

cbundant refources in the gold mines which ap-

pertain to him, in the fpoils of the cities and ftates

he has conquered, and in the trade of the nations

which begin to frequent the ports he has made

himfelf matter of in ThefTaly. Obferve, that fince

he has been on the throne he has propofed to him-

felf but one object, which he has had the courage

leifurely to profecute-, that he takes no ftep with-

out mature reflection, nor proceeds to a fecond till

he is aflured of the fuccefs of the firft •, that he is

befides actuated by an infatiable thirft of glory,

which he feeks in the midft of dangers, in the

thickeft of the battle, and wherever it may be

* Demofth. Olynth. i, p. i.
T Id. Olynth. 2, p. 23.
* More than eleven leagues.
* Polyarn. Strateg. lib. 4, cap. 2, $ 10.
1 Demofth. Philip. 4, p. 92. Id. ad Philip. Epift. p. 119.

Vol. V. I
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deareft purchafed \ Remember, in fine, that his

operations are always guided by times and places.

The frequent revolts of the Thracians, Illyrians,

and other barbarous nations, he quells with his

victorious armies ; while he attacks the ftates of

Greece with incurfions to try their ftrength, apo-

logies to juftify his enterprifes, artifices to divide

and enfeeble them, and the poifon of corruption to

reduce them to flavery *.

He has infected them with that deftructive and

fatal contagion which withers honour to the roots *
:

he retains in his pay the public orators, the prin-

cipal citizens,, and even entire cities. Sometimes

he gives up his conquefls to his allies, who thus

become the inftruments of his ambition till they

may be made its victims *. As men of genius and

abilities have always confiderable influence on

the public opinion, he maintains with them a con-

ftant correfpondence % and offers them an afylum

at his court when they are diifatisfied with the

treatment they receive from their country b
.

Hispartifans are fo numerous, and, when occa-

fion requires, fo well feconded by his fecret ne-

gociations, that, notwithstanding the doubts which

* Dcmoflh. Olynth. z, p. 23.
* Id. clc Cor. p. 475 et 48^. Juflin. lib. 9, cap. 8. Diod. Sic

lib. 16, p. 45 u
y Dcmofth. de Halon. p. 71. De Faif. Leg. p. 334,341, &C»
* Id. de Fall". Leg. p. 315.
a Ifocr. Lp. ad Phil.

* .fiLfchin.de, Falf. Leg. p..4 14,
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may be entertained of the regard he pays to his

word or oath, and notwithstanding all ought to be

convinced that his hatred is lefs fatal than his

friendship, the TheiTalians have not hefitated to

throw themfelves into his arms, and many other

ftates wait only a fit opportunity to follow their

example.

Yet an idea of feeblenefs is flill annexed to his

power, becaule we have as yet only feen it in its

infancy. I have heard many perfons, and even

men of good understanding, fay, that the pro-

jects attributed to Philip are much beyond the

ftrength of his kingdom \ as if the queftion merely

related to Macedonia, fuch as it formerly was,

and not rather to an empire which, during ten

years, has been forming by progreflive and con-

folidated augmentations, and to a prince whofe

genius increafes a hundred fold the refources of

his ftates, and whofc activity, no lefs aftoniihing,

multiplies in the fame proportion the number of

his troops and the moments of his life.

In vain may we flatter ourfelves that this life is

pafled in licentioulhefs and debauchery j in vain

may calumny reprefent him to us as the moft def-

picable and diflblute of men c
. The time which

other fovereigns lole in the infipidity of indolence

he gives to his pleafures ; and that which they be->

c Polyb, in Excerpt. Valef. p. 2 2.

12
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flow on their pleafurcs he dedicates to the interefts

of his kingdom. Would to heaven, that inftead

of the vices attributed to him, he had other de-

fects ; that he was devoid of penetration, obftinate in

his opinions, inattentive in his choice of minifters

and generals, and that he conducted his enter-

prifes without vigilance, or any regular plan I

Philip has perhaps the defect of admiring men of

wit, as if he himfelf did not poffefs more than any

perfon. A ftroke of pleafantry may pleafe, but

cannot govern him.

In fine, our orators, to infpire the people with

confidence, inceffantly tell them that a power

founded on injuftice and perfidy cannot fubfift.

Without doubt it could not, if other Hates were

not equally perfidious and unjuft; but the reign

of virtue is over, and it now appertains to force

alone to govern mankind.

My, dear Anacharfis, when I reflect on the afto-

nilhing progrefs which Philip has made in a few

years, and when I think on that afiemblage of

eminent qualities and favourable circumftances

of which I have here given you the fketch, I

cannot avoid concluding that Philip was born to

enHave Greece.
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Letter of Callimedon.

Received on the fame day with the two preceding letters.

I ADORE Philip: he loves glory, ge-

nius, women*1

, and wine. On the throne he is

the greateft of kings % in fociety the moil amiable

of men. How does he exhibit to advantage the

wit of others -, and how much are others enchanted

with that which he himfelf difplays ! What eafe

and politenefs in his manner ! what tafte in all he

fays, and what grace in all he does !

The king of Macedon is fometimes obliged to

treat the vanquifhed harfhly •, but Philip is hu-

mane, mild, affable f
, and effentially good: I am

fure he is, for he wifhes to be beloved e
; and be-

sides I have heard it faid by I know not whom,

perhaps by myfelf, that whoever is fuch a friend

to mirth and pleafantry can never be bafe and

cruel.

His anger is enkindled and extinguished in a

moment. Without gall or rancour, he is as much

fuperior to offence as to praife. Our orators load

him with the molt infolent reproaches, and his fub-

jects themfelves frequently tell him difagreeable

truths. He fays that he is under obligations to the

d Athen. lib. 13, p. 578. Plut. Conjug. Precept, t.ii.p 141.

Id. Apophth. p. 178.

* Cicer. de Offic. lib. i,cap. 26, t. iii. p. 203.
I Id. ibid.

t Jultia. lib. 9, cap. 8.

Is
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former, becaufe they teach him to correct his

faults h
; and to the latter, becaufe they inftrucl:

him in his duties. A woman of the lower clafs of

people came to him, entreating him to terminate

her law-fuit. I have not time, anfwered he. Why
then do you continue on the throne ? returned

me. He felt the force of this reply, and imme-

diately not only heard and decided her fuit, but

ordered all the caufes which were pending to be

brought before him '. Another time he fell afleep

during the pleadings, and yet condemned one of

the parties to pay a fine. " I appeal," exclaimed

the perfon againft whom he gave fentence. " And

to whom do you appeal ?" " To the king, when

more attentive.'* Immediately he revifed the pro-

ceedings, acknowledged his error, and paid him-

felf the fine he had impofed k
.

"Would you know whether he forgets the fer-

vices which have been rendered him : He had

received fome from Philon while he was a hoftage

a",Thebes, ten years ago at leaft. Not long fince

the Thebans fent deputies to him, among the

number of whom was Philon. The king wifhed

to load him with his favours l
; and meeting only

with refufals, *' Why," faid he, " do you envy me

h Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 177,
5 Id. ibid, p. 179.
k Id. ibid. p. 178.
1 Demoflh. de Fall". Leg. p. 314,
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the glory and pleafure of excelling you in con-

ferring benefits m ?"

After the taking of a certain city, one of the

prifoners who were put up to fale claimed his

friendfhip. The king, furprifed, ordered him to

be brought near him. He was fitting, and the

ftranger whifpered him : Let your robe fall lower,

for your pofture at prefent is not decent. He is

right, exclaimed Philip, he is my friend ; let him

be fet at liberty
n

.

I might relate to you a thoufand anecdotes of

his mildnefs and moderation. His courtiers ad-

vifed him feverely to punifh Nicanor, who never

ceafed to blame his adminiftration and his con-

duel: : but he replied :
" This man is not the

worft of the Macedonians, and perhaps I am in

fault for having neglected him.'* He immediately

enquired into his cafe, learned that Nicanor was

irritated by his necefTities, and afforded him relief.

Nicanor afterward only fpoke of him in terms of

the higheft eulogium ; and Philip laid to his ac-

cufers :
" You now fee that it depends on a king

to caufe or prevent the complaints of his fub-

je£b°." Some other perfon having indulged in

fevere but witty plealantries at his expence, the

courtiers propofcd to the king to banim him. " I

m Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 178.

* Id. ibid.

* Id, ibid* p. 177.

14
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mall take care not to do that,'* faid Philip ; " for

he will then go and fay every where elfe what he

has faid here p."

At the fiege of fome town he had his collar-

bone broken by a ftone. The furgeon who dreffed

his wound afked him to grant him a favour l
. " I

cannot refufe you," faid Philip fmiling ; " for you

have me by the throat *."

His court is the afylum of genius and pleafure

;

magnificence fhines in his feftivals, and wit and

mirth prefide at his entertainments. Thefe are

facts. I trouble myfelf but little about his ambi-

tion. Can you fuppoie it any great misfortune to

live under fuch a prince ? If he comes to attack

us, we fhall fight him •, and if we are vanquifhed,

he will only require us to laugh and drink with

him.

———————
In the Archonship of Callimachus.

The fourth year of the 107th Olympiad,

(From the 30/& of June ofthe year 349, to the \%th of July of
the year 348, before Chrl/l.)

WHILE we were in Egypt and Perfia,

we availed ourfelves of every opportunity to tranf,

r Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 1 77.

1 Id. ibid.

* The original text fays, ' Take what you pleafe, for you

have the key in your hand." The Greek word which fignifies

the collar-bone, means alfo a key.
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mlt to our friends at Athens an account of what we

had obferved in our travels. Among all my pa-

pers I have only found the following fragment of

a letter, which I wrote to Apollodorus fome time

after our arrival at Sufa, one of the capitals of

Perfia.

Fragment of a Letter of Anacharsis.

WE have paffcd through feveral provinces

of this vaft empire. At Perfepolis, though our

eyes have been for fome years familiarized to

the monuments of Egypt, we beheld with afto-

nifhment the tombs excavated in the rock to a

prodigious elevation, and the palace of the Perfian

kings. The latter, it is faid, was built near two

centuries ago, under the reign of Darius the fon

of Hyftafpes, by Egyptian workmen, whom Cam-
byfes had brought into Perfia r

. A triple en-

clofure of walls, one of which is fixty cubits

high*; gates of brafs; innumerable columns, fome

feventy feet in height ; large blocks of marble,

fculptured in bas-relief, and containing an infinite

number of figures s
; fubterranean paiTages, in which

are depofited immenfe fums ; all difplay magnifi-

• Diod. Sic. lib. I, p. 43.
* 85 French (or 90^ Englifh) feet,
1 Chardin. Corn. Le Bruyn, &c.
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ccnce and fear, for this palace ferves at the fame

time as a citadel t
.

The kings of Perfia have caufed other palace3

to be built, lefs fumptuous indeed, but of won-

derful beauty, at Sufa, Ecbatana, and in all the

cities in which they pals the different feafons of the

year.

They have alfo fpacious parks which they call

paradifes u
, and which are divided into two parts.

In the one, armed with arrows and javelins, they

purfue, on horfeback, through the forefts, the deer

which are fhut up in them n *
j and in the other, in

which the art of gardening has exhaufted its

utmoit efforts, they cultivate the moft beauti-

ful flowers, and gather the moft delicious fruits.

They are not lefs attentive to adorn thefe parks

with fuperb trees, which they commonly difpofe

in the form called quincunx *. In various places we

meet with fimilar paradifes, which appertain to the

fatraps or the grandees Y,

But our attention was ftill more engaged by the

confpicuous protection and encouragement which

the fovereign grants to agriculture, and that not

by fome tranfient favours and rewards, but an en-

lightened vigilance, more powerful than edicls.and

c Diod. Sic. lib. 17, p. ^44.
,J Bi if. de Regn. Peri, lib. I, p. ICQ.
,J * Xcnoph. de Inflit. Cyr. lib. 1, p. 1 1.

x Id. Memor. lib. 5, p. 829.
y Xenoph. deExped.Cyr. lib. x, p. 246, Quint. Curt. lib. 8,

tap. F.
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laws. He appoints over every diftrift two fuper-

fntendants, one for military and the other for civil

affairs. The office of the former is to preferve the

public tranquillity, and that of the latter to pro-

mote the progrefs of induftry and agriculture.

Ifoneofthefe fhould not difcharge his duty, the

other may complain of him to the governor of the

province, or the fovereign himfelf, who, from time

to time, vifits a part of his dominions. If the mo-

narch fees the country covered with trees, harvefts,

and all the productions of which the foil is capable,

he heaps honours on the two officers, and enlarges

their government $ but if he finds the lands uncul-

tivated, they are directly difplaced, and others ap-

pointed in their ftead. Commifiloners of incor-

ruptible integrity exercife the fame juilice in the

diftricts through which the fovereign does not pafs *.

In Egypt we had often heard fpeak with the

greateft eulogiums of that Arfames whom the king

of Perfia had for many years paft called to his

councils. In the ports of Phoenicia we were

fhewn citadels newly built, a number of fhips of

war on the ftocks, and timber and rigging which

had been brought from various places. For thefe

advantages the empire is indebted to the vigilance

of Arfames. Some induftrious citizens faid to us :

Our commerce was threatened with fpeedy ruin,

* Xenoph. Memor. lib. 5, p. 828,
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but the wife meafures of Arfames have re-efta-

blifhed it. We were informed, at the fame time,

that the important ifland of Cyprus, after having

long experienced the evils of anarchy % had fub-

mitted to the king of Perfia ; and that this alfo

was to be afcribed to the wife politics of Arfames.

In the interior parts of the empire, fome aged offi-

cers laid to us, with tears in their eyes : We have

ferved the king faithfully, but, in the diftribution

of his favours, we were forgotten. We addreffed

ourfelves to Arfames, though he was unknown to

us ; and he has procured us a comfortable old age,

without fpeaking of his benefactions to any perfon.

An individual added, Arfames, prejudiced againft

me by my enemies, believed it his duty to lay on

me the rigorous hand of authority ; but foon after,

being convinced that I was innocent, he fent for

me, and I found him much more afflicted at

what had pafTed than I was myfelf. He entreated

me to afiift him to make reparation for an act of

injuftice which rent his heart, and made me pro-

mife to have recourfe to him whenever I fhould

have need of protection ; nor have I ever folicited

him in vain.

His fecret influence every where infpires all

minds with activity. Military men felicitate them-

felves on the emulation which he maintains among

a Diod. Sic, lib. 1 6, p. 440.
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them, and the people on the peace which he has

negociated for them, notwithftanding almoft infur-

mountable obftacles. In fine, the nation has, by

his prudence, been again railed to that high rank

of refpe&ability among foreign powers which it

had loft by unfortunate wars.

Arfames is no longer in the miniftry ; he pafies

a peaceful life at his country feat, about forty pa-

rafangs diftant from Sufa. His friends ftill remain

attached to him : thofe whofe merit he has called

into action remember his benefactions or his pro-

mifes-, and all frequent his palace with more afll-

duity than if he were ftill in place.

Chance has conducted us to his charming re-

treat, and his kindnels retained us there during

feveral months -, nor do I know when we lhall be

able to leave a fociety which Athens could only

equal at the time when politenefs, propriety, and

good tafte, reigned mod unrivalled in that city.

This fociety conftitutes the happinefs of Arfames,

and he is its delight and ornament. His convcr-

fation is animated, eafy, and interefting ; frequently

enlivened with fallies which efcape him with fur-

prifing facility and rapidity, and ever embelliOied

by the Graces, and a gaiety which, like his happi-

nefs, is communicated to all about him. His

difcourfe is entirely free from all claims of fuperi-

ority or unfuitable and affected expreflions ; in

the midft of the greateft cafe and negligence he
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obferves the moft perfecb polltenefs, and his ftyk

is that of a man who pofTefTes, in the moft emi-

ment degree, the gift of pleafing, and the moft ex-

quifite difcernment of propriety.

This happy union when he finds it, or imagines

that he has found it, in others, particularly imprefles

him in their favour. He liftens with an obliging

attention; he applauds with tranfportafally of wit,

provided it be rapid ; a novel thought, if it bejuft

;

and a great fentiment, if it be not exaggerated.

In the intercourfe of friendlhip, his agreeable

qualities, ftill more difplayed, feem every inftant

to fhew themfelves for the firft time. He exhibits in

his lefs intimate connexions a facility of manners

of which Ariftotle had conceived the model. We
often meet with minds fo feeble, faid he to me
one day, that they approve every thing, that they

may offend no perfon ; and others who approve

nothing, at the rifk of difpleafing every one b
.

There is a medium between thefe two kinds of

behaviour, for which our language has no name,

Jbecaufe very few people are able to attain to it.

It is a natural difpofition, which, without having

the reality, pofTefTes the appearances, and in fome

degree the charms, of friendlhip. He who is en-

dowed with it, equally avoids to flatter or offend

the felf-love of any perfon. He pardons weak-
I . .. i. .I,

h Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 4, cap. 12, t. ii. p. 54.
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defies, endures defeats, is not eager to hold up

every abfurdity to ridicule, or forward to give ad-

vice, and knows how fo properly to proportion the

attention and regard which he teftifies for others c
,

that all with whom he converfes believe they have

obtained from him that degree of affection or

efteem of which they are defirous.

Such is the charm which attracts and fecures

the hearts of all who approach Arfames. It is a

fpecies of general benevolence, the more inviting

with him, as it is united, without an effort, to the

fplendour of glory and the fimplicity of modcfty.

One day an opportunity offered to fpeak, in his

prefence, of his great qualities : he haftcned to

expofe his defects. Another time, when the con-

verfation turned on fome meafures of which he had

the direction during his miniftry, we wifhed to

fpeak of the fuccefs of his plans, but he himfelf

only fpoke of the miftakes he had committed.

His heart
9 eafily moved, is inflamed at the rela-

tion of a noble action, and affected in the mod
lively manner by the fufferings of the unfortunate,

whofe gratitude he excites without exacting it.

In his houfe, and around his eftate, are found nu-

merous inftanees of the exertion of that generout

beneficence which prevents all wifhes, and fatisties

all wants. Already lands which had been abandoned

c Ariftot. dc Mor. lib. 4, cap. 14, p. 56.
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are covered with harvefts, and the poor inhabi-

tants of the neighbouring countries, whofe folicita-

tions are anticipated by his benefits, pay him a

tribute by which he is much more affected than by

their refpect.

My dear Apollodorus, it is the province of

hiftory to celebrate, in the diftinguimcd manner

which he merits a minifler who, in pofleflion of

unlimited fivour from his fovereign, and retaining

no kind of flatterers in his pay, has laboured fingly

for the glory and happinefs of his nation. I have

communicated to you the firft impreflions which

he made on us, and mail perhaps hereafter tranf-

mit to you other particulars of his character. You
will no doubt pardon me this : travellers ought

not to neglect fuch inltructive details ; for certainly

the defcription of a great man is well worth that

of a fumptuous edifice.

Letter of Apollodorus.

YOU know that in the neighbourhood of

the dominions of Philip, in maritime Thrace, a

countiy called Chalcidice extends along the fea-

fhore, where formerly fettled feveral Greek colo-

nies, of which the principal is Olynthus •, a itrong,

opulent, and very populous city, which, fituated

in part on an eminence, attracts from far the eye

2 of
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»f the traveller, by the extent of its walls, and the

beauty of its edifices
d

.

Its inhabitants have more than once exhibited

the mod fignal proofs of courage. When Philip

afcended the throne they were on the point of

concluding an alliance with us ; but he contrived

to prevent this by feducing us by his promife3,

and them by his favours c
. He increafed their ter-

ritories by ceding to them Anthemus and Potidasa,

of which he had made himfelf mailer f
. Moved

by this generofity, they had fuffcred him, during

feveral years, to increaie his power without oppo-

fition ; and if by accident they have taken any

umbrage at it, he has immediately difpatched am-

baffadors to them, who, fupported by the nume-

rous partifans which he takes care to keep in pay

in that city, have eafily quieted thefe tranfient

alarms s.

Their eyes have at length been opened, and

they have refolved to enter into an alliance with

us h
. They have befides for a long time refufed

to deliver up to the king two of his brothers by

another mother, who had fled to them for refuge,

and who might afiert claims to the throne of Ma-

cedon'. He now employs thefe pretexts to com-

d Thucyd. lib. I, cap. 63. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 412.
e Demofth. Olynth. 2, p. 22.
f Id. Philip. 2, p. 66. Philip. 4, p. \o\.

1 Id. Philip. 3, p. 87 et 93.
fc Id. Olynth. 3, p. 36, &c.
* fuftin. lib. 6, cap. 3. Orof. lib. ?, cap. 12, p. I72»

Vol.V. K "
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plcte the defign which he has long conceived of

adding Chalcidice to his dominions. He has ob-

tained pofleffion, without difficulty, of fome cities

of the country, and the reft will foon fall into his

hands h
. Olynthus is threatened with a fiege, and

has fent deputies to folicit our afliftance. Demof-

thenes has fpoken in their behalf ', and the anembly

has adopted his opinion, in defpite of the opposi-

tion of Demades, an eloquent orator, but fufpect-

ed of maintaining a correfpondence with Philip k *

Chares had fet fail with thirty galleys and two

thoufand light-armed troops l
. On the coaft near

to Olynthus, he met with a fmall body of merce-

naries, in the fervice of the king of NL:cedon •,

and, contented with having put them to flight,

and taken their leader, furnamed the cock, returned

to enjoy his triumph at home. The* Olynthians

have' not been fuccoured ; but, after fome facri-

fices, by way of thankfgiving, our general has

given an entertainment to the people in the fo-

rum m
, who, in the intoxication of their joy, have

decreed him a crown of gold.

The Olynthians in the mean time having fent

to us other deputies, we have difpatched to their

h Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 4^0.
1 Demollh. Olynth. Plut. X. Rhetor. Vit. t. ii. p. 845.
k Suid. in Ai)[/.dh

1 Philoch. ap. Dionyf. Halic. Epift. ad Amm. de D^mofth. et

Ariil. cap. 9, t. vi. p 734.
m Theop. et Dun's, ap. Athen. lib. 12, cap. 8, p. 532,

Aigura. Olynth. 3, ap. Demollh. p. 34.
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hfliftance eighteen galleys, four thoufand foreign

light-armed foldiers, and a hundred and fifty

horfes % under the command of Charidemus, who
excels Chares only in villany. After having ra-

vaged the neighbouring country, he has entered

the city, where he every day fignalizes himfeif by

his intemperance and debauchery °.

Though many people here maintain that this

war is foreign to us p
, I am perfuaded that nothing

can be of more importance to Athens than the

prefervation of Olynthus. Should Philip obtain

poiTefTion of that city, what can prevent him from

immediately invading Attica ? We have only be-

tween him and us the ThefTalians who are his

allies, the Thebans who are our enemies, and the

Phocians who are too weak even to defend them-

fslves *.

Letter of Nicetas.

I EXPECTED that Philip would take

fome imprudent ftep. After having long been

careful to remain on good terms with the Olyn-

thians, whom he feared r
, he has fuddenly advanced

n Philoch. ap. Dionyf. Halic. Epilr. ad Aram, de Demofth. et

Arid. cap. 9, t. vi< p. 734.
Theop. ap. Athen. lib. TO, p. 436.

p Ulpian. in Demofth. Olynth. i,p. 6«

4 Dcmolth. Olynth. 1, p. 4.
r Id. Olynth. 3, p. 36.
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within forty ftadia* of their city-, and when they

fent deputies to him to demand what were his in-

tentions, his anfwer was :
" You muft either quit

your city, or I my kingdom"." He has then for-

gotten that, not long fince, the Olynthians com-

pelled his father Amyntas to cede to them a part

of his territories, and that they afterwards made an

obftinate refiftance to his arms, when reinforced

by thofe of the Lacedemonians, whofe afiiftance

he had implored s
.

It is faid that immediately on his arrival he has

defeated them. But how will he be able to force

thofe walls which art has fortified, and which are

defended by a whole army ? This confifts, firft, of

ten thoufand infantry and a thoufand cavalry,

railed in Chalcidice •, and next, of a number of

brave warriors whom the befieged have received

from their ancient allies r
: add to thefe the troops

of Charidemus, and the new reinforcement of two

thoufand heavy-armed infantry and three hundred

cavalry, all Athenians, which we havejuft fent off .

Philip would have never engaged in this enter-

prife had he forefeen its confequences. He had

imagined that he mould carry all before him at the

* About a league and a half.

r Demollli. Philip. 3, p. 87.
s Xenoph. Hilt. Grcec. lib. 5, p. 559. Diod. Sic. lib. i$>

P'34i-
1 Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 335.
B Philoch. ap. Dionyf. Halic. ap.Amm.de Demofth. cap. 9»

t. vi. p. 7SS-
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firft onfet. He is likewife preyed on by another

fecret difquietude. The Theflalians, his allies,

will foon be among the number of his enemies.

He had taken from them the city of Pagafs ; they

demand it to be reftored : he intended to fortify

Magnefia ; they oppofe his defign •, he received

certain duties in their ports and markets ; they

propofe to reierve them to themfelves •, and if he is

deprived of them, how will he pay that numerous

army of mercenaries which conilitutes his whole

ftrength? It is prefumed, on the other hand, that

the Illyrians and P^eonians, little accuftomed to

fcrvitude, will foon fhake off the yoke of a prince

whofe victories have rendered him infolent \

What would we not have given to have engaged

the Olynthians againft him ? The event has ex-

ceeded our molt fanguine hopes. You will doubt,

lefs foon learn that the power and glory of Philip

have been dafhed to atoms againft the ramparts of

Olynthus.

Letter of Apollodorus.

iHILIP maintained a correfpondence in

F,ubcea, fecretly conveyed troops thither, and al-

ready had gained poflcflion of the greater part of

* Demoflh. Olvnth. I, p. 4.

K 3
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its cities. Matter of that ifland, he would foon

have been fo of all Greece. At the requeft of

Plutarchus of Eretria, we fent off Phocion, with a

fmall number of troops, cavalry and infantry 7,

We relied on the partifans of liberty, and the fo-

reigners whom Plutarchus had in his pay. But

corruption had made fo great a progrefs, that the

whole ifland rofe againft us, Phocion was in the

mod imminent danger, and we were obliged -to

make the remainder of the cavalry march to his

aiTiftance
z
.

Phocion occupied an eminence which was fepa-

rated by a deep ditch from the plain of Tamyna*.

The enemy, who had for fome time held him be?

fieged, refolved at length to drive him from his

pott. He law them advance, and {till continued

quiet-, but Plutarchus, in contempt of his orders,

quitted his entrenchments at the head of the fo-

reign troops, was followed by our cavalry, and

both attacking in diforder, were put to flight.

The whole camp fhuddered with indignation •> but

Phocion reftrained the courage of his foldiers,

under pretence that the aufpices were not favour-

able. The moment however that he faw the

enemy break dow n the ramparts of the camp, he

gave the fignal for the attack, brifkly repulfed

y Plot, in Phoc. t. i. p. 747.
z Demoflh. in Mid. p. 6^9.
a Hut, ibid.
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them, and purfued them into the plain : the action

was bloody, and the victory complete. The orator

/Efchines brought us the news of this battle, in

which he had diitinguifhed himfelf b
.

Phocion has driven from Eretria that Plutarchus

who fyrannifed over it, and from Eubcea all the

petty deipots who had fold themfelves to Philip.

He has placed a garrifon in the fort of Zaretra,

to fecure the independence of the ifland, and, after

a campaign which all thofe who are acquainted

with military affairs highly admire, has returned

again to mix undiftinguifhed with the other citi-

zens of Athens.

The two following anecdotes will prove his wif-

dom and humanity. Before the battle he forbad

his officers to prevent defertion, which he faid

would clear the army of a multitude of cowardly

and mutinous foldiers. After his victory he ordered

that all the Greek prifoners mould be let at liberty,

left the people mould take revenge on them by

fome act of cruelty c
.

In one of our late converfations, Theodorus en-

tertained us with a difcourle on the nature and

motion of the celeftial bodies. The only compli-

ment however which Diogenes paid him was by

aiking him whether it was long fince he came

down from heaven cl

. Panthion afterward read to

h jEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 422.
c Plut. in Pboc 1. 1. p. 747.
4 Diog. Lacrt. lib. 6, § 39.

K 4
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us a work of excefiive length. Diogenes, who fat

near him, from time to time call his eyes on the

manufcript, and perceiving that he approached the

end, iuddenly exclaimed :
" Land, land, my

friends! have patience but a moment longer 6."

Soon after, fome perfon afked by what figns a

traveller may know, immediately on his arrival in

any city, that education is neglected there. Plato

anfwered: " If he finds that phyficians and judges

are neceffary {?*

In the Archonship of Theophilus,

The firft year of the icSth Olympaid,

{From the 18th of July of theyear 348, to the 2th of July of the

year 347, before Curifl.)

Letter of Apollodorus.

A. FEW days fince, walking without the

Thracian gate, we faw a man on horfeback arrive,

riling full ipeed. We flopped him, and enquired

whence he came, and whether he knew any thing

concernino- the fiep-e of Olvnthus. I have been

to Potidsea, anfwered he, and on my return I no

longer faw Olynthus g
. At thefe words he left us,

e Diog. Laert. lib. 6, § 38. Etymol. in Tuyou,
f Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii. p, 405,
t Agath. ap. Phoc p. 1335.

7
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and in a moment was out of fight. We returned

into the city, and found it in univerfal confirma-

tion at the calamitous fate which has befallen

Olynthus.

That city is no more : its riches, its forces, its

allies, and the fourteen thoufand men which we

fent to its aid at different times, all have not been

able to fave it
h

. Philip, repulfed on every affault,

daily loll numbers of his men '
; but traitors which

it contained within its walls every day haftened

the moment of its ruin. The kin? of Maccdon

had purchafed by bribes both its magiftrates and

its generals. The principal of thefe, Euthycrates

2nd Lailhenes, delivered into his hands at one

time five hundred horfemen whom' they command-

ed k
; and after other aces of treachery not left

fatal, gave him entrance into the city, which was

immediately given up to pillage. Houfes, porti-

cos, temples, every thing has been deftroyed by

fire and fword, and foon it will icarccly be known

where Olynthus formerly flood '. Philip has

caufed the inhabitants to be fold for flaves, and

put to death two of his brothers, who had for feve-

ral years made that city their afylum m
.

h Dcmofth. de Fall". Leg. p. 535. Dionyf. Halic. Ep. ad
Atnm. t. vi. p. 736.

Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 450.
k Demofth. ibid.
1 Id. Phil. 3, p. 89. Strab. lib. 2, p. 121. Diod. ibid.
01 Orof. lib. 3, cap. 12. Juilin. lib. 8, cap. 3.
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All Greece is alarmed, and fears for its power

and liberty n
. Every place is furrounded by fpies

and enemies, and how may it be pofiible to guard

againft the univerfal venality ? How mall we de-

fend ourfelves agaiuft a prince who has often faid,

and who has proved his words by facts, that there

are no walls which a beaft of burden laden with

gold will not eafily make his way over . Other

nations have applauded the thundering decrees

which we have enacted againft thofe who have

betrayed the Olynthians ° *. We muft likewiie do

juftice to the conquerors who, indignant at this aft

of perfidy, openly upbraided the principal pcrfons

concerned in it with their guilt, and called them

traitors to their- country. Euthycrates and Laf-

thenes complained of their behaviour to Philip,

who farcaftically replied :
" The Macedonian

foldiers are very rude and unpolifhed, they will

call a fpade a fpade p *."

While the Olynthians, laden with chains, wa-

tered with their tears the afhes of their country, or

were driven in crowds along the public roads at

the pleafure of their new matters q
. Philip dared

to offer up thanks to heaven for the evils of which

» Agath. ap. Phoc. p. 1334.

Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 178. Cicer. ad Attic, lib. I.

Epift. 16, t. viii. p. 75.
* Demofih. de Falf. Leg. p. 335.

f Plut. Apophth. t ii. p. 178.
* Thefe are the exaft words of Plutarch, though the pro-

verbial expreffion is not retained in the French.

1 Demoflh. de Falf. Leg. p. 341.
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he had been the author, and celebrated fuperb

games in honour of the Olympian Jupiter r
. He

had invited to their entertainment, which concluded

this odious feftival, the moft celebrated artiils and

the moft diftinguifhed actors. There, in the intoxi-

cation of victory and pleafure, the king antici-

pated or iatisfied the wifhcs of all prefent, and

lavifhed on them his favours or his promifes. Sa-

tyrus, the excellent comic actor, kept a mourn-

ful filence ; which the king perceiving, reproached

him with his melancholy :
" Is it,*' faid he, M be-

caufe you doubt of my generofity or my efteem ?

Have you no favour to folicit ?" " I could afk

one," replied Satyrus, " which depends entirely

on you 5 but I fear a refufal." " Speak," faid

Philip, c< and be certain you fliall obtain what-

ever you requeft."

" The cloleft connections of hofpitality and

friendfhip," replied the actor, " fubfifted be-

tween myfelf and Apollophanes of Pydna. He
was put to death on a fa lie accufation, and left

only two daughters, yet very young. Their rela-

tions fent them to Olynthus, as a place of fecu-

rity ; they are now in chains, their fate depends

on you, and I venture to folicit their liberty. I

have no other intereft in this than the prelerva-

r Demofth dc Falf. Leg. p. 322. jEfchin. de Fa!f. Leg.

p. 420. Dice, bic, lib. 16, p. 451.
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tion of their honour. My intention is to give

them marriage portions, to choofe them hufoands,

and to prevent their doing any thing unworthy of

their father and of his friend.'* The whole ban-

queting- hall refounded with the applaufes which,

Satyrus merited; and Philip, more affected, than

any other perfon, immediately commanded the

two young captives to be fet at liberty, and deli-

vered to Satyrus. This act of clemency is the

more noble, as Apollophanes was accufed of hav-

ing been one of the confpirators who deprived

Alexander, the brother of Philip, of his life and

crown.

I have not mentioned the war of the Phocians

;

it {till continues, without any remarkable incidents

having taken place : Heaven grant it may not ter-

minate like that of the Olynthians

!

Letter c? Nicetas.

jVLY expectations have, I own, been totally

difappointed by the calamitous termination of the

liege of Olynthus ; becaufe it was impoflible I

fhould forefee the deplorable blindnefs of the peo-

ple of that city. Their ruin is folely to be attri-

buted to their not having exterminated the party of

Philip in its birth. They had at the head of their

cavalry Apollonides, an able general, and an ex-
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Cellcnt citizen, whom they fuddenly banifhed s

,

becaufe the partifans of Philip had contrived to

render him fuipected. Lafthenes and his aflbciate

Euthycrates, whom they appointed in his place,

had received from Macedon timber, herds of

oxen, and other riches, which they were in no

condition to acquire. Their connection with

Philip was glaring, yet the Olynthians could not

perceive it. During the fiege, their leaders mani-

feftly acted in concert with the king, yet trie Olyn-

thians dill placed full confidence in them. It was

univerfally known that Philip had fubjected the

cities of Chalcidice more by bribes than the force

©f his arms, yet this example was loft on the

Olynthians l
.

The fate of Euthycrates and Lafthenes, it is to

be hoped, will in future terrify thofe who might

be bafe enough to be guilty of fimilar treachery.

Thefe two wretches have perifhed miferably .

Philip, who defpifes though he employs traitors,

has thought proper to deliver them up to the

outrages of the lbldiers, who have at laft torn

them in pieces.

The taking of Olynthus, inftead of deftroying

our hopes, has ferved only to raife them. Our

orators have kindled all the ardour of the love of

' Dcmofth. Phil. 3, p. 93 ct 94..
1 Id. de Falf. Leg. p. 335.

f Id. uc. CLerfon. p. So.
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liberty in the minds of the people. We have fent

off a great number of ambaffadors x
, every where

to endeavour to excite enemies againfl Philip, and

to procure a general aflcmbly of the Grecian ftates

to deliberate on the war. It is to be held here,

JEfchines is gone to the Arcadians, who have pro-

mifed to accede to their league. The other ftates

are beginning to be in motion, and all Greece

will ibon be under arms.

The republic is no longer folicitous to prefcrve

appearances. Befides the decrees which we have

pafled againft thofe whofe treachery has been the

occafion of the deftruction of Olynthus, we have

publicly received fuch of the inhabitants as have

been able to make their efcape from its flames,

and from flavery ?. By thefe vigorous meafures

Philip will perceive that the difpute between him

and us can no longer be carried on by furtive at-

tacks, remonftrances, negociations, and projects of

peace.

x Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 295". iEfchin. ibid. p.404. Id.

inCtefiph p. 437. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 450.
7 Senec, in Excerpt. Controv. t. iii. p. 516.
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Letter of Apollodorus.

The 15th of Thargellon *.

XOU will fhare in our grief: an unex-

pected death has deprived us of Plato,, who died

on the 7th of this month f, on his birth-day *.

He had not been able to avoid going to a mar-

riage entertainment to which he was invited a
. I

fat next him. He only ate, as was frequently

his cuftom, a few olives b
. Never was he more

agreeable, or in greater apparent health •, but at

the very moment 1 was congratulating him on this,

he was taken ill, and funk into my arms in a ftate

of infenfibility. All the afTiftance we could afford

him was ineffectual. We caufed him to be car-

ried home, where we faw on his table the lad

lines he had written but a fhort time before c
, and

the corrections which he had made at intervals in his

trcatife on the republic d
. Thefe were watered with

* The 2 qth of May of the year 347 before ChrilK

f The 17th of May of the year 347 before Chrift. I do
not give this date as certain : it is well known that Chronologifts
are divided concerning the year and the day on which Plato
died ; but it appears that the difference can only be a few months.
(See Dodwel de Cycl. Differt. 10, p. 609 ; as alfo a differta-

tion by father Coriini, infertcd in a collection of pieces, entiUedi
Symbols Literaris, t. vi. p. So.)

7 Diog. Laei t. in Plat. lib. 3, $ 2. Senec. Ep. 5S.
Hermip. ap. Diog. Laert. ibid.

b Diog. Laert. lib. 6, § 25.
e Cicer. de Seneft. cap. j,t. iii. p. 298.
* Dionyf. Halic.de Comp. Verb. Cap. 25, p. 209. Qufntil.

•ftit. lib. 8, cap. 6, p. 529. Diog. Laert. lib. 3, § 37.
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cur tears. The regret of the public, and the

fincereft forrow of his friends, have accompanied

him to the tomb. He was buried near the aca-

demy c
. He had exactly completed his eighty-

firft year f
.

His will contains the ftate of his effects s
, which

is as follows : two country houfes ; three minas in

ready money *
; four flaves •, two filver veiTels, the

one weighing 165. drachmas, and the other 45; a

gold ring and an ear-ring of the fame metal,

which he wore when a child h
. He declares that

he left no debt 1
. He bequeaths one of his coun-

try houfes to the fon of Adimantus his brother

;

and gives liberty to Diana, whofe zeal and fer-

vices merited this proof of his gratitude. He has

regulated every thing concerning his funeral and

his tomb k
. Speufippus, his nephew, is appointed

one of his executors, and is to fucceed him at the

academy.

Among his papers have been found letters on

philofophical fubjecls. He had more than once

told us that, when in Sicily, he had fome flight

e Paufan. lib. I, cap. 30, p. 76.
f Diog. Laert. lib. 3, $ 2. Cicer. ibid. Senec. Ep. 58, t. ii.

p. 207. Ccnfor.de Die Nat. cap. 14 et 15. Lucian. in Ma-
crob. t. iii. p. 223. Val. Max. lib. 8, cap. 7, &c.

Z Diog. Laert. lib. 3, § 41.
* 270 livres ( nl. 5s.)
h Sext. Empir. adv. Gramm. lib. 1, cap. T2, p. 27 J.

* Diog. Laert. lib. 3, § 41.
k Diofcor. ap. Athen. lib. II, cap. 15, p. 407.

convert
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converfations with the younger Dionyfius, king of

Syracufe, on the nature of the firft principle and

the origin of evil; and that Dionyfius, joining

with thefe imperfect notions his own ideas, and

thofe of fome other philofophers, had publifhed

them in a work, which only difplays his igno-

rance 1
.

Some time after the return of Plato, the king fent

to him the philofopher Archedemus, requefting him

to difpel the doubts by which he was difturbed.

Plato, in his anfwer, which I havejuft read, dares

not explain himfelf openly on the firft principle m
,

being fearful that his letter might mifcarry. What
he adds has greatly aftoniihed me : I mail here give

you the fubftance of it.

" You alk me, fon of Dionyfius, what is the

caufe of the evils which afflict the univerfe. One
day, in your garden, beneath the made of fome

laurel trees", you told me that you had difcovered

it. I anfwered you, that I had been employed all my
life in the investigation of this queftion, and that I

had not yet found any perfon who was able to re-

folve it. I fufpect that, ftruck with a firft ray of

light, you have given up yourfelf to the profecu-

tion of thefe refearches with new ardour, but that,

having no fixed principles, you have fufFered your

1 Plat. Epift. 7, t. in. p. 341.
" Id. Epift. 2, t. iii. p. 3 1 2.
n Id. ibid. p. 313.

V01.V, L
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reafon, without curb or guide, to purfue falfe ap-

pearances. You are not the only one to whom this

has happened. All thofe to whom I have commu-

nicated my doctrines have at firft been more or lefs

difquieted by fimilar doubts. I now fend you

what may aflift you to difiipate yours. Archede-

mus brings you my firft anfwer
; you will meditate

on it at your leifure, and compare it with thofe of

other philofophers. If new difficulties mould oc-

cur, Archedemus will return, and by the time he

has made two or three voyages you will find your

doubts difappear.

" But beware not to fpeak publicly on thefe fub-

jects, for what fome admire with enthufiafm is to

others an object of contempt and ridicule. My
opinions, fubjected to a long and careful examina-

tion, come forth like gold purified in the crucible.

I have known ingenuous minds, who, after thirty

years meditation, have at length confeffed that they

had obtained evidence and certitude, where, during

fo long a time, they had only found uncertainty

and obfeurity. But I have already told you fo ex-

alted a fubject ought only to be treated in private

converfation. I never have delivered, nor ever will

publifh in writing, my real fentiments. I have only

given to the world thofe of Socrates. Adieu; fol-

low my advice, and burn this letter, after having

read it feveral times."

What ! the writings of Plato do not contain his
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real fentiments on the origin of evil ! and has he

made it a duty to conceal them from the public,

when he has fo eloquently explained the fyftem of

Timseus of Locris ? You know well that in that

work Socrates does not teach, but only liftens.

—

What then is that myfterious dodrine of which

Plato fpeaks ? To which of his difciples has he

confided it ? Has he ever lpoken of it to you ?

I am loft in a multiplicity of conjectures.

The death of Plato has been the occalion of our

fuffering another lofs which I feel molt fenfibly.

Ariftotle leaves us, on account of fome difguft,

which 1 will explain to you at your return. He is

gone to refide under the patronage of the eunuch

Hermias, whom the king of Perfia has appointed

governor of the city of Atarnea in Myfia . I re-

gret his friendfhip, his knowledge, and his conver-

fation. He has promifed me to return; but how
great is the difference between enjoyment and ex-

pectation ! Alas ! he was himfelf ufed to fay, after

Pindar, that hope is only the dream of a waking

man p
. I once applauded his definition, but I now

wifh to find it falfe.

I am forry that I have not more carefully col-

lected and treafured in my memory his repartees.

Difcourfing once concerning friendfhip, he on a

Diog. Laert. in Arillot. lib. 5, § 9. Dionyf. Halicar.
Epift. ad Amm. cap. 5, t. vi. p. 728.

f Diog. ibid. § 18. Stob. Serm. 10, p. j8i.

L2
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fudden pleafantly exclaimed :
" Oh, my friends

!

friends are not to be found™." Some one afking

him what was the ufe of philofophy, he replied

:

" To teach us to do voluntarily what the fear of

the laws would compel us to do n ." Whence is it,

faid fomebody to him yefterday at my houfe, that

we fo unwillingly leave the company of handfome

perfons ? " That," faid he, " is the queftion of a

blind man"." But you have frequently converfed

with him •, and know, that though he pofTeffed more

extenfive knowledge than any other perfon in the

world, yet his knowledge was perhaps ftill excelled

by his wit.

In the Archonship of Themistocles,

The 2d year of the 108th Olympiad,

(From the Zth ofJuly of the year 347, to the 27th of June of the

year 346, before Chriftw)

Letter of Callimedon.

X HI LIP, informed of the mirth and plea-

fantry that reigns in our fociety*, has juft remitted

Phavor. ap. Diog. Laert. in Ariftot. lib. 5, § 21.

* Diog. Laert. ibid. § 20,

* Id. ibid.

* This was compofed of perfons of wit and tafte, to the num-
ber of fixty, who met, from time to time, to pafs humorous de-

crees on whatever they considered as objects of ridicule. I have

fpoken of them before. (See Vol. II. Chap. XX. p. 337.)
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us a talent, and invites us to communicate to him

the refult of each meeting'. We mail not neglect

to comply with his requeft. I have propofed to

fend to him the portraits of fome of our minifters

and generals, for which I immediately furnifhed a

number of fketches. I will endeavour to recollect

them.

Demades q had for fome time diftinguifhed him-

felf as a common failor on board our galleys', where

he managed the oar with the fame ftrength and dex-

terity as he now does his arguments and rhetorical

figures. He has derived from his former condi-

tion of life the honour of having enriched our lan-

guage with a proverb. From the oar to the roftrumt

at prefent fignifies the progrefs of one who has

arrived at unexpected preferment 5
.

He poflefTes much wit, and efpecially the flyle

of fafhionable pleafantry*, though he lives with the

lowed clafs of courtefans". A great number of

failles of wit are attributed to him*. Whatever

he fays feems to come by infpiration •, the idea and

the expreflion prefent themfelves at the fame in-

ftant. He therefore never takes the trouble to

P Athen.lib. 14, cap. I, p. 614.
1 Fabric. Bibl. Grarc. t. iv. p. 4.18.
r Quintil. lib. 2, cap. 17, p. 128. Suid. in Aifyu& SexL

Emp. adv. Gramm. lib. 2, p. 291.
1 Erafm. Adag. Chil. 3, cent. 4, p. 670.
1 Cicer. Orat. cap. 26, t. i. p. 441.
* Pyth. ap. Athen. lib. 2, p. 44.
* Dcmetr. Phal. de Eloc.

L3
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write his difcourfes ?, and rarely that of previoufly

thinking on the fubje£c on which he is to fpeak.

Does any unforefeen affair come before the general

affembly, on which Damofthenes dares not open

his mouth, Demades is called on, and he then

ipeaks with fo much eloquence, that we cannot he-

fitate to rank him above all our orators
z

. He is

equally fuperior to them in other things. He may

defy all the people of Athens to get intoxicated

fo often as himlelf a
, and all the kings of the earth

to fatisfy his avarice with their treafures b
. As he

is very expert in commerce, he will fell himfelf,

even for a number of years, to sny one that is

willing to purchafe him c
. He faid to fome perfon,

that when he mould give a marriage portion to

his daughter, it fhould be at the expence of foreign

powers'1

.

Philocrates is lefs eloquent, equally voluptuous %

and much more intemperate. At table, every

thing difappears before him, and he there appears

to multiply himfelf, which has occafioned the poet

Eubulus to fay, in one of his dramatic pieces:

" We have two infatiable guells, Philocrates and

y Cicer. de Clar. Orat. cap. 9, t. i. p. 343. Qui n til. lib. 2,

cap. 17, p. 129.
z Thcop.ap. Plat, in Demoflh. t. i. p. 850.

Athcn.lib. 2, p. 44.
b Plut. in Phoc. t. i. p. 75J. Id. in Apophth. t. ii. p. 188.
e Din arch. adv. Demollh. p. 103.
J Pint. ibid.

Demuflh. dc Falf. Leg. p. 329 et 342. JEfchin. ibid.

P- 4°3-
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Philocrates f." He is alfo one of thofe men on

whofe forehead we feem to read, as on the door of a

houfe, thefe words, written in large characters, To

let: to fellX
It is not the fame with Demofthenes, who has

always difplayed an ardent zeal for the good of

his country. He is in want of thofe external ac-

complimments which might enable him to fupplant

his rivals and gain the confidence of the people.

He will perhaps betray us when he can no longer

prevent our being betrayed by others h
.

His education had been neglefted; and he was

unacquainted with thole arts which might correct

his numerous defects'. I wilh I were able to de-

pict him to you, fuch as he appeared the firft time he

afcended the roftrum. Figure to yourfelf a man

with an auftere and difcontented air, fcratching

his head, fhrugging his moulders, with a fhrill and

feeble voice k
, a difficult refpiration, tones that grated

on the ear, a barbarous pronunciation, and a ftyle

ftill more barbarous, compofed of endlefs, inex-

hauftible, unintelligible, periods, crowded befides

with all the arguments of the fchools 1
. He fatigued

and difgufted us, and, in return, we hided and

f Eubul. ap. Athen. lib. i, cap. 7, p. 8.

* Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 31c. Id. de Coron. p. 476.
h Dinarch. adv. Demolth. p. go. Plut. in Demofth. t. i.

p. 857. Id.ia X. Rhei. Vit. t ii. p. 846.
» Plut. in Demofth. t. i. p. 847.
k iEfchin. dt Falf. Leg. [> 420.
1 Plut. ibid. p. 848.

L +
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hooted him. He was for Tome time obliged to re-

tire, but he profited by his difgrace like a man of

fuperior genius. By incredible efforts m he correct-

ed fome of his defects, and every day now adds a

new ray to his glory which has been laborioufly

acquired. He mufl long meditate on his fubject,

and turn it in his mind in every poffible manner, to

render his imagination prolific".

His enemies pretend that his works fmell of the

lamp °. Perfons of tafte think there is fomething

mean in his action p
, and cenfure him for employing

harm expreflions and abfurd metaphors '. For my
part I find him as frigid when he attempts to be

pleafant' as he is ridiculoufly attentive to his drefs.

The moil delicate lady does not wear finer linen s

;

and this nicenefs forms a fingular contraft to the

afperity of his character r
.

I would not vouch for his probity. In a law*

fuit he once wrote for both parties
u

. I mentioned

this fact to one of his friends, a man of much wit,

who replied, laughing : He was then very young.

Plat, in Demollh. t, i. p. 849, Id. in X. Rhe*. Vit. t. ii.

p. 844.
n id. in Demoflh. t. i, p. 849.

Id. ibid, iElian. lib. 7, cap. 7. Lucian. in Demofth. En»
com. cap. 15, t, iii. p. 502.

p Pint. ibid. p. 851.
s iEfchin, in Cteiiph. p. 480. Longin. dc Sublim. cap. 34,
r iEfchin. in Timarch* p. 279. Longin. ibid, Quintil.

Jnftit. lib, 10, cap. 1, p. 643.
s JEfch'm. ibid. p. 280.

« Pint. ibid. p. 847 et 886.

» iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 421. Plut, ibid. p. 852 et 887.
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His manners, though not of the pureft kind, are

not indecent. It is faid, indeed, that he vifits cour-

tefans, that he fometimes drefTes himfelf like them *,

and that in his youth a fingle aflignation coft him as

much as all his pleadings had brought him during

a whole year?. All this however is of little im-

portance. It is added, that he once fold his wife to

a young man named Cnofion *, which is a more fe-

rious accufation. But thefe are domeftic affairs, in

which I do not wifh to intermeddle.

During the laft feftivals of Bacchus % in quality

of choragus of his tribe, he was at the head of a

company of young perfons who difputed the prize

in dancing. In the midft of the ceremony Midias,

a rich and ridiculous man, gave him a blow on the

face in the prefence of a great number of fpectators.

Demofthenes carried his complaint before a court of

juftice, and the affair was terminated to the fatisfac-

tion of both parties : Midias has given money, and

Demofthenes received it. We know now that it

only cofts three thoufand drachmas to infult the

cheek of a choragus b
.

A fhort time after he accufed one of his cou-

fins of having dangeroufly wounded him, and

* Plut. X. Rhet. Vit. t. ii. p. 847.
y Athen. lib. 13, cap. 7, p. 593.
2 jEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 419.
Dcmoflh. in Mid. p. 603.

* 2700 livres (112I. jos.)
k JEfchin. in Ctef. p. 436. Plut. in X. Rhet. Vit. t. ii.

p. 844.
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fhewed a cut in his head which he was fufpected of

having made himielfc
. As he required damages

and intereft, it was faid that the head of De-

mofthenes was extremely productive*1

.

We may laugh at hh felf-love, but it is too un-

difguifecl to give offence. I was with him the

other day in the flreet, when one of the women who

carry water happening to fee him, pointed at him

with her finger to fhew him to another woman

:

"Look," faid me, " there is Demofthenes 6 !" I

pretended not to hear her; but he took care to

make me remark her.

iEichines has been accuftomed from his youth to

fpeak in public. His mother early introduced

him into public life, by taking him with her from

houfe to houfe to initiate people of the loweft clafs

into the myfterics of Bacchus. He appeared in the

fcreet at the head of a chorus of Bacchants, crowned

with fennel and branches of poplar, and performed

with them, but with infinite grace, all the extrava-

gant r;tcs of their firigular wormip. He fang,

danced, and fhouted, grafping in his hand ferpents

which he mook over his head. The populace

heaped en him their benedictions, and the old women

save him little cakes f
.

c JEfchin. deFalf, Leg. p. 410. Id. in Cteilph. p. 435.
Sulci, in A-.u'-.-v,

d Herald. Aniraad. in Salmaf. Obfcrv. cap. ic, p. 136.
• Ciccr. Qjuaelt. Tulciil. lib. 5, cap. 36, t. ii. p. 391. Piln.

lib. 9, epift. 23. ./Elian. Var. Hill. lib. 9, cap. 17.

f 13cir.uli.ii. cle Coron. p. 516.
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This fuccefs Hred his ambition. He entered into

a company cf comedians, but was found only capa-

ble of the inferior parts. Notwithstanding the fo-

noroufnefs of his voice, the public declared againft

him an eternal war*: he therefore quitted this pro-

feffion, and became clerk in an inferior court, and

afterward minilter of ftate.

His conduct has fince been always regular and

decent. He poffeffes wit, tafte, politenefs, and

the knowledge of propriety. His eloquence is

dirtinguifhed by a happy choice of words, the

abundance and clearnefs of his ideas, and a prodi-

gious facility, for which he is indebted lefs to art

than nature. His ftyle does not want ftrength,

though it has lefs than that of Demoithenes. He
at firft dazzles, and afterwards compels afient h

;

at lcall this is what I am told by perfons who un-

derftand thefe things. He has the weaknefs to be

aihamed of his former condition in life, and the

imprudence at the fame time to remind others of

theirs. When he walks in the forum with mea-

sured fteps, a flowing robe, his head erect, and

his cheeks fwelled out 1

, whifpers are heard on

every fide : Is not that the petty clerk of a petty

court of juftice, the fon of Tromes the fchool-

mafter, and Glaucothea, who was before called

h. de Coron. p. 516, et de Falf. Leg, p. j^.(5,
h Dionyf. Halic de Veter. Script. Caif. t. v. \\ 4?.;,

' Demoiih. de Falf. I-e£. p. 343.
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Empufa* k

? Was it not he who ufed to fcour the

forms of the fchool when we were fchool-boys

;

and who, during the Bacchanalia 1

, fhouted with all

his might in the ftreets, Evoe, Saboe f ?

Thejealoufy which exifts between him and De-

mofthenes is very apparent. They cannot but have

perceived it at firft ; for thofe who have the fame

claims difcover each other in an inftant. I know

not whether iEfchines will fuffer himfelf to be cor-

rupted -, but thofe who are fo very polifhed and

amiable are generally feeble.

I ought to add, however, that he is a very brave

man, who has diftinguifhed himfelf in feveral

battles, and that Phocion has borne teftimony to his

valour™.

Perhaps there is not a more fingular character

than the man I have laft mentioned •, I mean Pho-

cion. He feems not to know that he lives in the

prefent age, and in the city of Athens. He is

poor, yet is not humiliated by his poverty ; he

does good, yet never boafts of it •, and gives his ad-

vice, though he is very certain that it will never be

followed. He pofleffes talents without ambition,

and ferves the ftate without views of intereft.

—

At the head of the army, he contents himfelf with

* That is, the Hug, or SpcBre.

k DemoUh.de Coron. p. 494.
1 Id. ibid. p. 516.

*f
Barbarous words ufed to invoke Bacchu6.

» iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 422.

7
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feftoring difcipline and beating the enemy. When
addrefiing the afTembly, he is equally unmoved by

the difapprobation or applaufe of the multitude.

In one of his harangues he was propofing a plan for

the conduct of the approaching campaign, when on

a fudden fome perfon interrupted him with the mod
abufive language'. Phocion was filent till the

other had ended, and then coolly thus refumed his

difcourfe : " I have fpoken to you of the infantry

and cavalry ; it now remains for me to fpeak," &c.

&c. On another occafion he was loudly applauded

by the people. I happened by chance to be next

him : he turned round to me and faid, " Did you

obferve that I committed any egregious blunder ?"

We laugh at his Angularity and his pleafantries,

but we have found an admirable fecret to revenge

ourfelves for his contempt. He is the only general

we have left, and we fcarcely ever employ him.

He is the mod upright, and perhaps the moil intel-

ligent, of our orators, and we liften to him ftill lefs.

It is true that we cannot make him alter his prin-

ciples ; but, by Heaven ! neither fhall he induce

us to change ours : and furely it fhall never be faid

that with his fuperannuated virtues, and the rhapfo-

dies of his antique manners, Phocion fhall have been

able to correct the mofl polifhed and amiable peo-

ple in the world.

n Plut. Reip. Gerend. Prxcept. t. ii. p. 810.
• Id. in Phoc. %, i. p. 745.
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There is Chares, on the other hand, who by his

example teaches our youth to make an open pro-

feffion of corruption p
. He is the greeted knave

and the molt unfkilful of all our generals, yet he

enjoys the greateft reputation*1
. He has fneltered

himfelf under the protection of Demoflhenes, and

fome other orators, and gives entertainments to the

people. Is. a fieet to be fitted out, Chares mull

have the command and entire difpofal of it. He is

directed to fail to one coaft, and he fails to another.

Inftead of defending our pofleflions he joins with

pirates, and in concert with them lays the iflands

under contribution, and fuzes every vefTcl he meets

in his way. Within a few years he has occafioned

the lofs of more than a hundred fhips, and has difli-

pated fifteen hundred talents *, in expeditions ofno

utility to the {fate, but very lucrative to himfelf and

his principal officers. Sometimes he does not deign

to fend us any account where he is, or what he is

doing-, but we obtain information in defpite of

him : and it is not long fince we fent out a fwift-

failing vefiH, with orders to cruize the feas, and en-

deavour to difcover what was become of the fieet and

the general r
.

p Ariftot. Rhet. lib. l, cap. 15, t. ii. p. 544.
* Theopomp. ap. Athen. lib. 12, cap. 8, p. 532.
* 8,ioo,o©o livres (337>$Ool.)
r JESchin. de Fall". Leg. p. 406. Demofth. in Olynth. 3,

p. 38.
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Letter of Nicetas.

1 HE Phocians, exhaufted by a war which

has lafted almoft ten years, have implored our aflift-

ance. They confent to give up Thronium, Ni-

casa, and Alpenus, ftrong towns fituated at the en-

trance of the pafs of Thermopylae. Proxenus,

who commands our fleet on the neighbouring coafts,

has advanced to take poflefiion of them. He will

place garrifons in them, and Philip muft henceforth

defpair of forcing the defile.

We have refolved at the fame time to fit out

another fleet of fifty fhips. The flower of our

youth are ready to march ; we have enrolled all

thofe who have not pafled their thirtieth year, and

we learn that Archidamus, king of Lacedremon,

has offered to the Phocians the whole force of that

republic 5
. War is inevitable, and the deftrudtion

of Philip no lefs fo.

Letter of Apollodorus.

vJUR moft accomplifhed Athenian ladies

are jealous of the praiies you beftow on the wife

and the filler of Arfames, and our ableil poli-

ticians agree that we have need of a ilatefman of

* jtfchin. dc Fall". Leg. p. 416.
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equal genius with the Perfian minifter to oppofe

the abilities of Philip. Every place here lately

refounded with the din of arms, but a word

from that prince has made them drop from our

hands.

During the fiege of Olynthus, he had, it is laid,

more than once fignified a wilh to continue on good

terms with us c
. On this news, which the peo-

ple received with tranfport, it was refolved to open

a negociation, which was fufpended by various ob-

ftacles. He took. Olynthus, and we breathed

only war and vengeance •, but foon after two of our

actors, Ariftodemus and Neoptolemus, whom the

king treats with much kindnefs, allured us, on

their return, that he continued in his former difpo-

tions tt

, and immediately we thought of nothing but

peace.

We have juft fent to Macedon ten deputies, all

men of diftinguifhed abilities : Ctefiphon, Ariftode-

mus, Iatrocles, Cimon, and Nauficles, who have

for their aflbciates Dercyllus, Phrynon, Philocrates,

/Efchines and Demoflhenes *. To thefe we muft

add Aglaocreon of Tenedos, who has the care of

the interefts of our allies. They are to fettle with

Philip the moft important articles of the peace,

1 iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p." 397.
* Argum. Orat. de Falf. Leg. p. 291. Demofth. ibid. p. 295.
* JEfchin. ibid. p. 398. Argum. Orat. ibid.

and
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and engage him to Tend plenipotentiaries finally to

conclude it here.

I am unable to underftand our conduct. This

prince lets fall a few vague, and perhaps infidious,

proteftations of friendfhip to us-, and immediately,

without liftening to men of wifdom and experience,

whodiftruft his intentions, without waiting for the

return of the deputies we have fent to the different

dates of Greece, to engage them to unite againft

the common enemy, we intermit our preparations,

and make advances which he will abufe if he accedes

to them, and of which a refufal will be humiliating

to us. To obtain his favour, our deputies muft

have the good fortune to be agreeable to him. The
actor Ariftodemus had entered into engagements

with fome cities which had intended to give thea-

trical exhibitions ; and a deputation was therefore

fent, in the name of the lenate, mod earneftly to

folicit that Ariftodemus might be excufed from

paying the forfeiture he muft incur, becaufe the

republic had need of his fervices in Macedonia.

And Demofthenes too, who had in his harangues

treated Philip with fo much haughtinefs and con-

tempt, was the propofer of this decree y !

1 Alkhin. de Fatf. Ltg. p. 398.

Vol. V. M
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Letter of Callimedon.

OUR ambafladors have made incredible

difpatch z
•, they are already returned. They ap-

pear to act in concert j but Demofthenes is not fa-

tisfied with his colleagues, who, on their fide, com-

plain of him. I fhall relate to you fome anecdotes

relative to their expedition, which I learned yefter-

day at an entertainment, at which the principal of

them, Ctefiphon, ^Efchines, Ariftodemus, and Phi-

locrates, were prefent.

I ought firft to tell you, that during their jour-

ney they had not a little to endure from the vanity

of Demofthenes 3
, but they were patient. Infup-

portable people are fometimes fo eafily fupported in

lociety ! But what gave them the greateft difturb-

ance was the genius and abilities of Philip. They

felt they were not able to contend with him in poli-

tics. Every day they diftributed their parts, and

difpbfed their attacks. It was determined that the

eldeft of them mould firft mount to the afTault, and

Demofthenes, as the youngeft, bring up the rear,

lie promifedto open the inexhauftible fources of his

eloquence :
" Fear not Philip," added he :

" I

will fo completelyykc; up his mouth b
, that he fhall

be forced to reftore to us Amphipolis."

a Demofth. de Fall'. Leg. p. 318.
a Mfch'm. ibid.

k Id. ibid. p. 39S.
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When they were admitted to an audience of the

king, Ctefiphon and the others exprefTed themfelves

in a few words c
; iEfchines, eloquently and dif-

fufely j Demofthenes but I will endeavour to

give you his picture. He role half dead with fear.

He was not now to afcend the roftru.m of Athens,

and harangue that multitude of artifans who com-

pofeour afTemblies. Philip was furrounded by his

courtiers, the greater part of whom were men of wit

and abilities : among others were Python of Byzan-

tium, who values himfelf on writing elegantly •, and

Leofthenes, whom we have banifhed, and who it is

faid is one of the greateft orators in Greece d
. All

had heard fpeak of the magnificent promifes of

Demofthenes, and watched for their fulfilment with

an attention which completed his embarraffment.

He tremblingly ftammered an obfcure exordium, loft

his recollection, grew more and more confufed, and

at laft was totally unable to proceed. The king in

vain endeavoured to infpire him with more confi-

dence : he rofe only to fall again ; and when Philip

had entertained himfelf for fome moments with his

fllence, the herald gave notice to our deputies to

retire
e

.

Demofthenes ought to have been the. firft to

laugh at this accident •, but, inftead of that, he be-

c jEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 599.
d Id. ibid. p. 415.
6 Id. ibid. p. 401.
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gan the attack on iEfchines, whom he bitterly re-

proached for having fpoken to the king with too

much freedom, and thus brought on the republic

a war which it was in no condition to fupport.—

iEfchines was about to reply, when they were

again introduced into the royal prefence. When
they were feared, Philip difcufTed their claims in

order, anfwered their complaints, and efpecially

dwelt on the difcourfe of iEfchines, to whom he

frequently addrelTed himfelf in particular; then

afTumingan air of affability and kindnefs, he tef-

tified the moil fincere defire to conclude the peace.

During all this time, Demofthenes, with all the

inquietude of a courtier threatened with difgrace,

had recourfe to every expedient to attract the nc-

tice of the king •, but he could not obtain from him

a (ingle word, nor even a look.

He left the conference with a diffatisfaction

that produced the mod extravagant fcenes. He
was like a child fpoiled by the indulgence of his

parents, and unexpectedly mortified by the fuc-

cefs of his companions. The ftorm lafted feveral

days. He at laft perceived that ill-humour availed

but little, and endeavoured to become more focial

with the other deputies. They were then on their

return home ; and, taking them feparately, he

promifed them his protection in the popular af-

fembly. To one he laid : I will re-eftablifh your

fortune. To another: I will procure for you the
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command of the army. With i^fchines he em-

ployed all his addrefs : he Toothed the jealoufy, and

beftowed unlimited applaufe on the merit of his

rival. His praifes mull have been very extrava-

gant, fince i^Efchines pretends they were tirefome

and difgufting even to himfelf.

One evening, in I know not what city of Theffa-

ly, he for the firft time thought proper to be plea-

fant on his own adventure. He added, that no

perfon under heaven poiTcfled the powers of elo-

quence equal to Philip. What moft aftonifhed

me, replied ^Efchines, was the amazing exactnefs

with which he recapitulated all that we had faid.

And I, replied Ctefiphon, though I am advanced

in years, never in my life faw a man fo polite and

agreeable. Demofthenes clapped his hands, and

applauded every word. Excellent ! cried he ; but

you would not venture to hold the fame language

in the prefence of the people. Why mould we

not? replied his companions. He doubted, they

infilled
i he required their promife, and they gave

ic
f
.

It is not known what ufe he intends to make of

this-, but we (hall lee at the firft meeting of the

affembly. Our whole fociety intends to be pre-

fent, for all this cannot well fail to produce lbme

ridiculous fcene; and if Demofthenes has referve.i

1

—-—— , , ^f

1 .-F.fchin. dc Falf. Leg. p. 402

*

M 3
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his follies for Maccdon, I will never forgive him fo

long as I live.

What alarms me is, that he has conduced him-

felf extremely well at the meeting of the fenate.

The letter of Philip having been remitted to that

aflembly, Demofthenes has congratulated the re-

public on having confided its interefts to deputies

equally deferving fuch a truft by their eloquence

and their probity. He has propofed to decree

them a crown of olive, and to invite them the

next day to an entertainment in the Prytaneum.

The decree of the fenate is conformable to thefe

propofals g
.

I mall not feal my letter till after the general af-

fembly.

I have this moment left it. Demofthenes has

done wonders. The deputies, each in their turn,

related the different circumftances of their embafly.

JEfchines had faid a word of the eloquence of

Philip, and his happy memory -, Ctefiphon, of

his beauty and his figure, the embellifhments of

his mind, and his convivial gaiety. They all

received their applaufes, when Demofthenes af-

cended the roftrum in a more ferious and fignifi-

cant manner than ufual. After having a long

time fcratched his forehead, for he always begins

fo : "I cannot but admire," faid he, " both

thefe who fpeak, and thefe who hear. How is it

z iEfchin. de Fall. Leg. p. 402.
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poflible for men to dwell on fuch trifles, when a mat-

ter of fo great moment awaits their confideration !

I fhall now likewife proceed to lay before you an

account of the embaffy. Let the decree pafled by

this affembly previous to our departure, and the

letter which the king of Macedon has returned by

us, be read." After the reading of thefe, he added :

" Such were our inltructions, and we have fulfilled

them. You have heard the anfwer of Philip : it

now only remains for us to deliberate on that an-

fwer h ."

Thefe words excited a kind of murmur in the

affembly. " What precifion, what addrefs !" (aid

fome :
" What envy, what malignity !" laid others.

For my part, I laughed heartily at the embarrafT-

ment vifible in the countenances of Ctefiphon and

iEfchines. Without, however, giving them time

to breathe, he rcfumed his difcourfe as follows :

" You have heard great encomiums beftowed on

the eloquence and memory of Philip ; any other

peribn in poffeffion of the fame power would obtain

the fame praifes. His other excellent qualities

have likewife been extolled •, but he has not a

finer countenance than the actor Ariitodemus, nor

can he drink better than Philocrates. ^Efchines

lias told you, that he had left to me, at lean: in

part, the difcullion of our rights to Amphipolis •,

h ./Tifchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 403.

M 4
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but that orator will not leave either to you or me
an opportunity of fpeaking. Thefe, however, are

trifles unworthy our notice : I {hall proceed to pro-

pofe a decree. The herald of Philip is arrived,

and his ambafladors will foon follow. I move that

permiflion may be granted to treat with them, and

that the Prytanes be directed to convoke an afTem-

bly, which ihall be held two days fuccefiively, and

in which we may deliberate on the peace and the

alliance. I am likewife of opinion, that you mould

pafs a vote of approbation and praife of the con-

duct of your deputies, if they dcferve it j and that

they fhould be invited to fup to-morrow in the

Prytaneum'." This decree has pafTed almoft una-

nimoufly, and the orator has reafllimed his fupe-

riority.

I have a great opinion of Demofthenes ; but it is

not fufficient to poflfefs great abilities, we ought not

ro be ridiculous. There iubfifts between celebrated

men and our fociety a kind of tacit convention -

3

we give them our efteem, and they ought to indulge

us in laughing at their follies.'O o

Letter of Apollodorus.

I SEND you the journal of what has paffed

in our aflemblies till the conclufion of the peace.

1 .^fchin. tic Falf. Leg. p. 403.
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The %th of ElapbebolioTt, the day of the fefttial of

JEfculapius *. The Prytanes met, and, conformably

to the decree of the people, appointed two general

afiemblies to deliberate on the peace. They will be

held on the 18 th and 19th k
.

'The \ith, thefirjl day of the fejiivals of Bacchus f.

Antipater, Parmenio, and Eurylochus are arrived.

They come on the part of Philip to conclude the

treaty, and to receive the oath by which it is to be

fan&ioned 1
.

Antipater is, next to Philip, the mofl able politi-

cian in Greece. Active and indefatigable, he ex-

tends his vigilance to almoft every part of the admi-

niftration. The king has often laid: We may fe-

curely fleep, or refign ourfelves to ourpleafurcs, for

Antipater watches for us m .

Parmenio, beloved by the fovereign, and ftill more

by the fold.ers ", has already fignaliied himfelf by a

great number of exploits : he would be the firll ge-

neral in Greece, if Philip did not exitt. From the

abilities of thefe two deputies you may judge of the

merit of Eurylochus, their afTociate.

* The 8th of this month in the year in queflion correfponded

to the 8th of March of the year 3.^ before Chrift.

* yElchin. de Fall". Leg. p. 4C3 et 404. Id. in Ctefiph.

p. 438.

f The 12th of March of the fame year.
1 Argum. Orat. de Falf. L?g. ap. Demoilh. p. 291. Demofth.

de Falf. L eg. p. 3C4.
m Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 1 79.
ft Quint, Curt. lib. 4, cap. 13,
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The i$tb of Elaphebolion*. The ambaffadors

regularly attend at the fhows exhibited at this fefti-

val. Demoflhenes has caufed the fcnate to afiign

them a diftinguifhed place . He has taken care

that cufhions and purple carpets {hall be prepared

for them. At the break of day he conducts them

himfelf to the theatre ; and has affigned them apart-

ments in his own houfe. Many people are offend-

ed at his paying them fuch obfequious attention,

and confider it as a meannefs p
. They fay that,

having been unable to gain the favour of Philip

while in Macedon, he now wifhes at lealt to fhew

that he was deferving of it.

The iSth of Ela$heholion\. The affembly has

met ; but before I proceed to the deliberations, it

wili be proper to ftate to you the principal objects

which were to be difcuffed.

The pofleffion of Amphipolis is the firft fource

of our differences with Philip q
. This city apper-

tains to us j he has feized on it, and we demand

that it mall be reflored.

He has declared war againfl fome of our allies

:

it would be both fhameful and dangerous for us to

abandon them. Of this number are the cities of

the Thracian Cberfonefus, and thole of Phocis.

* The 15th of March of the year 346 before Chrift.

' iEfchin. de Fall". Leg. p. 403 et 412. Demofth. de Coron,

P-477*
r ./hichin. in Ctefiph. p. 440.

t The 1 8th of March.
*? /Efchiu. de Falf. Leg. p. 496.
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King Cotys had taken from us the former r.

—

His fon Cerfobleptes reftored them to us after hav-

ing held them a few months s
•, but we have not yet

taken pofifeflion. It is to our intereft to preferve

them, becaufe they will give fecurity to our naviga-

tion in the Hellefpont and our commerce in Che

Euxine fea. Neither ought we to refufe our pro-

tection to the latter, becaufe they defend the pafs

of Thermopylae, and are the bulwark of Attica by

land, as thole of Thrace are on the fide of the

fea r
.

When our deputies took leave of the king, he

proceeded toward Thrace ; but he promifed them

not to attack Cerfobleptes during the negotiations

for peace u
. We are not equally at our eafe with

refpeft to the Phocians. The ambaffadors of

Philip have declared that he refufes to comprehend

them in the treaty ; but his partifans afTure us that,

if he has not yet openly made known his intentions

in their favour, it is only that he may not too preci-

pitately give offence to the Thebans and TheJffa-

lians, their enemies*.

He has fignified, alfo, that it is his intention to

exclude from the treaty the inhabitants of Halus

r Demoilh. adv. Ariflocr. p. 742, 746, Sec. Diod. Sic

lib. 16, p. 434.
5 Demoilh. de Falf. Leg. p. 305. Id. adv. Ariflocr. p. 7^:.

^Efchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 406.
1 Demoilh. de Falf. Leg. p. 321.
u i-Efchin. ibid. p. 408.
* Demoilh. de Falf. Leg. p. 344.
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in ThefTaly, who are in alliance with us, and whom
he now befieges, in revenge for their incurfions

on the people of Pharfalos, who are under his pro-

tection y
.

I pafs over other articles of lefs importance.

The proceedings of the affcmbly of this day be-

gan by reading the decree which the agents of our

allies had taken the precaution to procure*. It

contained in fubltance, " that the people of Athens

deliberating on a peace with Philip, the allies

have refolved that, after the ambaffadors fent by

the Athenians to the different ftates of Greece fhall

have returned, and made their report in prefence

of the Athenians and the allies, the Prytanes fhall

convoke two aflemblies to confider on the peace

;

and the allies previoufly engage to ratify whatever

may be determined on in thofe afTemblies ; and

that three months fhall be granted to any other of

the Grecian ftates who fhall be willing to accede to

the treaty."

After this refolution had been read, Philocrates.

propofed a decree, one of the articles of which for-

mally excluded from the treaty the inhabitants of

Halus and the Phocians. The people blufned at

the propofal 3
, and the minds of the afiembly be-

came heated and agitated. Some of our orators

7 Demoftb. de Falf. Leg. p. 299. Ulpian. ibid. p. 3^6.
* JESchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 404. Id. in Ctefiph. p. 438.
* Pemofth. ibid. p. 296 et 317.
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rejected all modes of accommodation, and exhorted

us to caft our eyes on the monuments of our victo-

ries and the tombs of our forefathers. " Let us

emulate the courage of our anceftors," replied M(-

chines, " when they defended their country againft

the innumerable hofts of the Perfians ; but let us

not imitate their conduct when they imprudently

lent forces into Sicily to the fuccour of the Leontines

their allies
b ." He concluded for peace : the ora-

tors who followed him did the fame, and the de-

cree pafTed.

While the conditions of the treaty were in dif-

cufTion, letters were brought from our general

Proxenus, whom we had commiffioned to take

pofleflion of fome itrong places at the entrance of

the pafs of Thermopylae. Theft places had been

offered to us by the Phocians •, but, in the mean

time, fome difienfions taking place among them,

the predominating party had refufed to give them

up to Proxenus. Such was the fubftance of thele

letters c
.

We have lamented the blind obltinacy of the

Phocians, but we have not abandoned them. The

article in the decree of Philocratcs, by which they

were excluded from the treaty, has been erafed

;

and in its Head it has been inferted, that Athens

k Demoilh. de Falf. Leg. p. 29^) et 3 \». /Efchin. de Fall".

I eg. p. 406.
- A fchin, ibid. p. 4.16.

5
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ftipulates in her own name, and in the name of all

her allies'
1

.

When the afTembly rofe, every one fa id that a

peace indeed mould be concluded with Philip ; but

it did not feem proper that we mould contract an

alliance with him, till the deputies which had been

fent to the different ftates of Greece mould be re-

turned e
.

The lylh of E ]apheboHon* . Demofthenes, hav-

ing fecured the roftrum, declared, that all the pro-

ceedings of the day before muft be utterly ineffec-

tual, unlefs the Macedonian ambaffadors could be

perfuaded to concur; that we ought not to rend

the alliance from the peace (for that was the ex-

preffion he employed), nor to wait the dilatory

proceedings of the other ftates of Greece, which

mould determine each for itfelf for peace or war.

The ambaffadors from Macedon were prefent.

Antipater anfwered according as had been con-

certed between him and Demoflhenes, who now

addreffed his difcourfe to him f
. The matter has

not been profoundly invefligated. It had beea

enacted, by a previous decree, that, in the firft

afTembly, every citizen might give his opinion on

the fubjects propofed for deliberation ; but that

on the next day the prefidents mould take the

a Demofth. de Fall". Leg. p. 317.
* ^Efchin. in Cteiiph. p. 439.
* The 19th of March of the year 3J.6 before Chrift.

* ifcfchin. ibid.
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fuftrages in order : they have accordingly taken

them, and we have at once made a treaty of peace

and a treaty of alliances.

The principal articles of this treaty are as follow

:

We cede to Philip our claims to Amphipolis h
;

but we are given to expect in return either the

ifland of Eubcea, of which he may in fome manner

difpofe, or the city of Oropus, which the Thebans

have taken from us'. We flatter ourfelves, like-

wife, that he will leave us in the pofTeiTion of the

Thracian Cherfonefus k
. We have comprehended

all our allies in the treaty, and thus protect the

king of Thrace, the people of Ilalus, and the Pho-

cians. We guarantee to Philip all that he at pre-

fent poiTtiTcs, and we engage to confider as enemies

all who fhall make attempts to deprive him of

them '.

Objects fo important ought to have been dif-

cuiied and fettled in a general alTembly of the

Grecian flates
m

. It was the wifh of our allies that

fuch an aflembly mould be convened, and we had

determined to convoke it"-, but the a.Tair fud-

denly took a rapid turn, and every thing was ccn-

i j-tfehin. de Falf. Leg. p. 405.
h Dcmoflli.de Pace, p. 63. Lit. Phil. ap. Dcmofth. p. 117.
' Dcmoilh. de Falf. Leg. p. 297 et 326. Id. de Pace, p. 6 1.

k Id. de Falf. Ltg. p. 305.
1 Id. ibid. p. 3 15.
m /Efchin. in Ctefiph. p. 437.
» Id. ibid. p. 438.
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eluded with precipitation. Philip had written to

us, that, if we would enter into an alliance with him,

he would explain himfelf more clearly with refpeft

to the ccffions he could make to us". This vague

promife has dazzled the people, and the defire of

pleafing the king of Macedon feduced our orators.

Though his ambafTadors have entered into no en-

gagements 1', we have haftened to take the oath to

them, and to name deputies, who are to depart for

Macedon to receive that of the king 9
.

Thefe are in number ten, without enumerating

the deputy of our allies 1
. Some of them went on

the former embafiy ; among whom are Demof-

thenes and iEfchines. - Their instructions contain,

among other things, that the treaty fhall extend

to the allies of Athens and thofe of Philip •, that

the deputies mall repair to that prince to receive

the ratiiication of it ; that -they mall avoid all par-

ticular conference with him j that they mall demand

the Athenians whom he holds in chains to be fet

at liberty ; that in each of the cities which are in

alliance with him, they fhall receive the oath of

thofe who are at the head of the government ; and

that they fhall be empowered to aft according to

circumftances, and as they (hall judge moft con-

° Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 300.

p Id. ibid. p. 304.
** Id. de Coron. p. 477.
r JESchin. dc Falf. Leg. p. 410.

ducive
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ducive to the inter- :h of the republic 5
. The fenate

is directed to ha sn their departure 1
.

-The iztb (f Elaphcbolion •« The agents or re-

prefentatives cf fome of our allies have this day-

taken the oath in prefence of the ambafladors of

Philip u
.

The 3d of Munychion-\. It is the intereft of

Philip to defer the ratification of the treaty, and

ours to haften it ; for we have fufpended all our

preparations, and he has never been lb active.

He prefumes with reafon that we fhall not diipute

with him the poileffion of thoie places which he

may conquer in the interim. Demofthenes how-

ever has penetrated his defigns, and has prevailed

on the fenate, of which he is a member, to pals a

decree that our ambaffadors fhall let out for Mace-

don as foon as poflible *. They will depart with-

out delay.

The 15th of Thargdicn J. Philip has not yet

figned the treaty : our ambafladors have made no

extraordinary hafce to come up with him ; they

are in Macedon, and he is in Thrace. Notwith-

ftanding he had given his word not to enter the

s Demollh. de Falf. Leg. p. 357. JEfchin. in Ctcfiph. p. 4 1 1,

r Demofth. ibid. p. 317.
* The 25th of March of the year 346 before Chrift.

« iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 4S8. Id. in Culiph. p. 439.
-} The ill of April of the fame year.
x Demolth. ibid. p. 3 1 6 et 317.

J The 13th of May of the lame year,

Vol,V, N
'
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territories of king Cerfobleptes, he has feized on one

part of them, and is making preparations to poffefs

himfelf of the other •, by which acquifition he will

confiderably increafe his power and revenues : for,

befides that the country is very rich and populous,

the duties that the king of Thrace collects in his

ports y amount annually to two hundred talents *.

It would have been eafy for us to have prevented

this conqueft. Our ambaffadors might have reach-

ed the Hellefpont in lefs than ten days, or, perhaps,

in lefs than three or four *
: they would have found

Philip in the neighbourhood, and might have offer-

ed him the alternative of accepting or refufing the

conditions of peace. In the former cafe he mud
have engaged not to invade the territories of our

allies, among whom the king of Thrace would

have been included -, and in the latter, our army,

in conjunction with that of the Phocians, would

have flopped his progrefs at Thermopylae a
•, our

fleets, mafters of the feas, would have prevented his

from making a defcent on Attica ; we mould have

fnut againft him our ports, and rather than have

fuffered the trade of his fubjects to be ruined, he

would have paid a proper refpect to our claims and

our rights.

Such was the plan of Demofthenes, who recom-

>' Demoilh. in Ariftocr. p. 743.
* l,o8o,coo livres (45,0001.)
z Demofth. de Coron. p. 477.

? Jd ; dt lalf. Leg. p. 316,
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mended that the ambafladors fhould go by Tea ; but

/Efchines, Philocrates, and the greater part of them

preferred going by land, and journeying by fhort

ftages, fo that they have been three and twenty days

in going from Athens to Pella, the capital of Ma-
cedonia 1

*. When they had arrived, they might im-

mediately have repaired to the camp of Philip, or

have gone to the different cities to receive the oath

of the allies ; inftead of which, they have determined

quietly to remain at Pella till his expedition fliall

be terminated.

On his return, he will include his new acquifi-

tions among the pofTeflions which we have guaran-

teed to him •, and if we mould allege that his feizure

of the territories of Cerfobleptes is an infraction of

the treaty, he will reply, that at the time he made

this conqueft he had not yet feen our ambafTadors,

nor ratified the treaty which was to limit the pro-

grefs of his arms c
.

In the mean time the Thebans having implored

his afTiftance againft the Phocians, not fatisfied

with fending them troops d
, he has feized this op-

portunity to aflemble in his capital the deputies of

the principal cities of Greece. His pretext for

this convention is that the war between the The-
bans and the Phocians may be terminated-, but

h Dcmofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 317.
' Id. ibid. p. 318. Ulpian. ibid. p. 377.
* Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 45$. iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 41 j a

N2
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his real object to hold Greece inactive till he (hall

have executed the projects he has formed.

'The i^th of Scircphcrion*. Our ambafladors

have at kngth returned : they will give an account

of their ernbafly to the fenate on the day after to-

morrow, and on the next day to the affembly of the

people 6
.

"The \$th of Sciropborionf. If we believe De-

mofthenes, nothing can be conceived more fhame-

ful and criminal than the conduct of our ambafla-

dors. He accuies them of having fold themfelves

to Philip, and betrayed the republic and her allies.

He ean 3ftly preffed them to repair immediately to

Philip ; but they obilinately perfiited in waiting for

him at Pella for feven and twenty days, and did not

fee him till fifty days after their departure from

Athens £
.

The king of Macedon on his return found the

deputies of the firit cities of Greece affembled in

his capital, alarmed at his new conquefts, and {till

more difquieted at the defign he manifested conti-

nually to approach Thermopylae, All were ig-

norant of, and endeavoured to difcover, his real

views. The courtiers of the king laid to fome of

our ambaifadors, that the cities of Bceotia would be

reftored to their rights, and that hence we might

1 The 9th of June of the year 346 before Cb,rift>

• Demofth, de Falf. £.ego p. 296 et 302 %

4 Tue n\h of June.
f Demofth. ibid. p. 3 17.

f iEfchin, de Fall", Leg. p, 416^
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conclude that Thebes was threatened. The ambaf-

fadors from Lacedcemon credited this report, and,

joining with ours, preffed Philip to execute his pro-

ject The Theffalians, however, faid that the expe-

dition was intended againlt them alone.

While the deputies were alternately agitated by

their hopes and fears, Philip employed to gain them

over fometimes prefents h
, which feemed to be only

teflimonies of efteem, and fometimes careffes, which

might be taken for the overflowings of friendfliip.

/Eichines and Philocrates are fufpedted not to have

been infenfible to thefe two modes of feduction.

On the day of public audience, the ambafia-

dors were made to wait, for the king was not rifen;

and when they murmured, Parmenio faid to them

;

" Be not furprifed that Philip fleeps while you

wake, for he watched while you flept '." At

length he appeared, and each in turn addrefled

him on the object of their million k
. iEfchines

enlarged on the refolution which the king had

taken to put an end to the war of the Phocians.

—

He conjured him when he fhould be at Delphi to

reftore liberty to the cities of Bceotia, and to re-

eitablifh thofe which the Thebans had deltroyed

;

he recommended to him not indifcriminately to

h Demcfth. de Falf. Leg. p. 318
,* Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 179.
k ^Efchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 412,

N 3
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deliver up to the latter people the wretched inhabit-

ants of Phocis, but to fubmit the fentence of thofc

who had profaned the temple and treafury of Aptolk)

to the determination of the Amphictyonic ftates,

who had always poffeffed the right to punifh fuch

kinds of crimes.

Philip did not explain himfelf openly with re-

fpect to thele demands. He difmiiTed the other de-

puties, and departed with ours for ThefTaly ; and it

was only in an inn in the city of Pherae that he fign-

ed the treaty which he fwore to obferve'. He re-

filled to include in it the Phocians, that he might

not violate the oath he had fworn to the Theffalians

and Thebans m : but he gave promifes and a letter.

Our ambaffadors took their leave, and the troops of

the king advanced toward Thermopylae.

The fenate met this morning, and the hall was

filled with people n
. Demofthenes has endea-

voured to prove that his colleagues have acted

contrary to their inftruftions, that they are fold to

Philip, and that our only refource is to fly to the

fuccour of the Phocians, and to feize on the pafs of

Thermopylae °.

The letter of the king was Infufrlcient to calm

the minds of the people :
" I have taken the oath,"

fays he, " in the prefence of your ambaffadors

;

1 Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 317.
m Id. ibid. p. 300 et 343. Ulpian. p. 357.
" Demofth-. ibid. p. 296,
• Id. PJiilip.|2, p. 67.
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you will fee that it contains the names of fuch of my
allies as were prefent ; and I mail fend you the oath

of the others when it mall have been taken p ." A
little lower he adds :

" Your ambalTadors would

have gone to the cities of our allies, to have receiv-

ed their oaths ; but I have kept them with me, be-

caufe I had need of them, to reconcile the people of

Halus with thofe of Pharfalos V*

The letter does not fay a word of the Phocians,

nor of the hopes which were held out to us when we

concluded the peace. He then fignified to us, that

if we would confent to enter into an alliance with

him, he would explain himfelf more clearly with re-

fpect to the fervices which it was in his power to

rtnder us. But in his laft letter he coldly fays that

he does not know in what he can oblige us r
. The

fenate has indignantly palled a decree conformable

to the advice of Demofthcnes ; it has not voted eu-

logies to the ambalTadors, nor invited them to an en-

tertainment in the prytaneum, a tacit but fevere

cenfure, which none of our deputies have before

received s

, and which mud, no doubt, prejudice the

people againft ^fchines and his adherents.

r JEkh'uu de Falf. Leg. p. 415.
* DemolL de Falf. Leg. p. 299.
r Id. ibid. p. 300.
s Id. ibid. p. 298.

N*
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Letter of Callimedon.

J HE 1 6th of Scirophorion * e
. I am now at

the houfe of the grave Apollodorus ; I came to

vifit him while he was writing to you, and have

matched the pen from his hands to continue his

journal.

I now know my Demofthenes by rote. Would
you know what a vigorous and fublime genius can

produce, make him mount the roftrum 5 but

would you fee a man completely aukward, embar-

raffed, and unpolilhed, you have only to convey

him to the court of Macedon. When our deputies

appeared a fecond time before Philip, he was in

hafte to fpeak firft, and began with invectives

againft his colleagues, which were followed by a

long difplay of the fervices he had rendered that

prince, and the tirefome reading of the decrees he

had caufed to be paffed to acelerate the peace; to

which fucceeded a long account of his attention to

lodge the ambafTadors from Macedon in his own

houfe, to procure them good cufhions at the thea-

tre, to choofe for them three teams of mules

when they left Athens, and to accompany them

himfelf on horfeback ; and all this openly in de-

lpite of the envious, with the fole intention to

* The 1 2th of June of the year 346 before Chrilt.

1 Demoflh. de Fall. Leg. p. 302.
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pleafe the monarch. H.s colleagues covered their

faces to hide their blufhes at fuch abfurdity, while

he ftill continued, " I have not fpoken of your

beauty, it is the merit of a woman •, nor of your

memory, it is that of a rhetorician ; nor your talent

for drinking, it is that of a fpunge." In a word, he

harangued in this ftrange manner fo long, that at

laft every body burfl into a laugh".

I have another fcene to delcribe to you. I am

juft come from the general affembly. It was ex-

pected that the debates would be violent and inte-

resting. Our ambaffadors cannot agree concern-

ing the anlwer of Philip, though this was the grand

object of their embafly. TEfcLines has fpoken of

the innumerable advantages which the king wifhcs

to grant us *
; he has particularized fome, and ex-

plained himfelf concerning others in half-words,

like a profound politician, and a man honoured

with the confidence of the king, and alone entruft-

ed with his fecrets. After having given us a high

idea of his capacity, he gravely came down from

the roftrum, which Demofthenes immediately

afcended, and abfolutely denied all that the other

had affirmed. /Elchines and Philocrates however

had placed themfelves on each fide of him, and

interrupted him at every fentence by exclamations

or pleafantries. The multitude did the fame.

iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 412.
* Demufth. ibid. p. 357.
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" Since you are afraid," laid Demoflhenes, " tha*

I fhould deftroy your hopes, I enter my proteft

againft thefe fallacious promifes, and retire."—

" Not fo faft," replied iEfchines ; " flop one mo-

ment, and at leaft declare that, for the future, you

will not attribute to yourfelf the fuccefs of your

colleagues." " No, no/* replied Demoflhenes,

with a farcaflic fmile, " I will never do you that

injuflice." Philocrates then faid : " Athenians, be

not furprifed that Demoflhenes and I are not of the

fame opinion; he drinks only water, and I only

wine." Thefe words occafioned a roar of laughter 79

and Philocrates remained mafter of the field of

battle.

Apollodorus will inform you of the cataftrophe

of this farce, for our affembly is now merely a comic

fcene, and our orators are only flage-players, who

declaim with virulence againft each other. It is

faid that on this occafion fome of them have carried

that privilege a little too far. Of this I know no-

thing •, but I clearly fee that Philip laughs at them,

that they dupe the people, and that the wifeft part

we can take is to laugh both at the people and at

thofe who govern them.

7 Demoilh. de Falf. Leg. p. 300.
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Letter of Apollodorus.

I SHALL now add what I think wanting to

the narrative of the mad-brained Callimedon.

The people were alarmed at the arrival of Phihp

at Thermopylae a
. Should this prince join the

Thebans our enemies, and deftroy the Phocians our

allies, what hope would remain to the republic?

yEfchines has pledged himfelf for the favourable

difpofitions of the king, and the fafety of Phocis.

In two or three days, he affirms, without leaving

our homes, without being obliged to have recourfe

to arms, we fhall learn that the city of Thebes is be-

fieged, that Bceotia is free, and that Platsa and

Thcfpise, which have been dcmolifhed by the The-

bans, are rebuilding. Sentence will be pronounced

on the iacrilege committed againft the temple of

Apollo, by the tribunal of the Amphiclyonsi and

the crime of a few individuals will no longer be im-

puted to the whole nation of the Phocians. We
give up Amphipolis -, but for this facrifice we mall

receive a fufficient indemnification a
.

After this harangue, the people, intoxicated

with hope and joy, refilled to hear Dernofthenes,

and Philocrares propofed a decree which pafifed

without oppofition. It contains euiogiums on

* Demotth. de Coron. p. 478.
a Id. ibid. Id. de Fali". Leg. p. 297. Id. de Pace, p. (39.
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Philip, a drift alliance with his pofterity, and ft-*

veral other articles, of which the following is the

moil important :
" If the Phocians do not give up

the temple of Delphi to the Amphiclyons, the

Athenians will caufe their troops to march againft

them 6 ."

This refolution taken, new deputies have been

chofen, who are to repair to Philip, and fuper-

intend the execution of his prcmifes. Demof-

thenes has excufed himfelf-, TEfchines has pre-

tended illnefs, and others have been immediately

appointed in their flead* Stcphanus^ Dercyllus.,

and the reft will depart diredtly c
; and in a few

days we mall know whether the florm has fallen on

our friends or oar enemies, on the Phocians or the

Thebans.

The 2jth of Scirophorion*. The ruin of Phocis

and its inhabitants is complete. The general af-

fembly was held this day at the PirzeuSj on the

fubjecl: of our arfenals d
. Dercyllus, one of our

deputies, has fuddenly returned. He had learn-

ed, at Chalcis in Eubcca, that, a few days before,

the Phocians had fubmitted to Philip, who is pre-

paring to deliver them into the hands of the The-

bans. It is impoffible that I mould defcnbe the

b Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 301.
c Id. ibid. p. 312. iElchin. ibid. p. 417.
* The 23d of June of the year 346 before Chrifl,
4 Demoilh. ibid. p. 302 et 312.
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grief, confternation, and terror, which have feized

on all minds.

The 2$tb of Scirophoricn* . We are in an agita-

tion, which the conviction of our feeblenefs renders

inlupportable. The generals, with the confent of

the fenate, have convened an extraordinary affembly,

which has patted a decree to remove, as foon as

pofiible, from the country, the women, children,

and all kinds of moveable effects; thofe which are

within one hundred and twenty ftadia-f to be

conveyed to the city, and the Pir^us ; and thofe

beyond that diftance to Eleufis, Phyle, Aphidnn,

Rhamnus, and Sunium, It is likewile enacted,

that the walls of Athens, and other places of ftrength,

ihall be repaired, and that facrifices fhall be offered

to Hercules, as is our cuflom in times of public

calamity e
.

The ^cth of Scirophorion J. The following arc

the particulars of the misfortune of the Phocians.

At the very time when iEfchines and Philocrates

were making us fuch magnificent promifes on the

part of Philip, he had already paffed the flraits

of Thermopylae f
. The Phocians, uncertain of his

real defigns, and fluctuating between fear and

hope, could not rcfolve to feize that important poft.

* The 24th of June.

f* About four leagues and a half.

* Demollh. de FaU. Leg. p. 312. Id. de Covon. p. 47?.

'

} The 26th of June.

[ Demollh. dc Cor. ibid,
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They occupied the places which are at the entrance

of the defile. The king fought to treat with them :

they miftrufted his intentions, and wifhed to know
ours ; and foon after receiving advice by deputies,

which we had difpatched to them f
, of what had

panned in our alfembly of the 16th of this month'*,

they were pcrfuaded that Philip, acting in concert

with us, meaned in reality to attack the Thebans,

and no longer thought of defending themfelves'.

Phallus, their general, furrendered to him Nicasa,

and the fortrefles in the environs of Thermopylae,

and obtained permiflion to retire into Phocis, with

the eight thoufand men under his command\—
At this news the Lacedaemonians, who were march-

ing, under the conduct of Archidamus, to the af-

fiftarice of the Phocians, again returned quietly to-

wards Pcloponnefus
'
; and Philip, without effort,

without oppofition, without lofing a fingle man,

may now decide on the fate of a people who for

ten years have refilled all the attacks of the The-

bans and ThefTalians, obftinately bent on their de-

ftruction. This is now, no doubt, determined ;

Philip has promifed, and owes it to his allies : he

will believe likewiie that it is to his intereft. He
will treat the Phocians as wretches guilty of facri-r

f Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 302.
* The 1 2th of June.
s Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 305.
* ALidi'm. de F:df. Leg. p. 417. DIod. lib. 16, p. 455.
' Demofth. ibid, p. 301 ct 305,
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lege; and if he mould exercife cruelty towards

them, he will be condemned indeed by a fmall

number of fages, but every where adored by the

multitude.

How completely has he deceived us! or rather

how obftinately have we perfifted in the refolution

to be deceived ! When he made our ambaffa-

dors wait fo long at Pella, was it not manifeft that

he wifhed to finifh his expedition in Thrace with-

out interruption ? When he kept them with him

after having dil miffed the others, was i; not clear

that his intention was to complete his preparations,

and prevent us from continuing ours? When he

fent them back with words which promifed every

thing, and a letter that promifed nothing, was it

not demonftrated that he had entered into no en-

gagement with us ?

I had forgotten to tell you, that in this letter he

propofed to us to caufe our troops to advance, and,

in concert with him, terminate the war of the Pho-

cians k
: but he knew well that this letter would not

be delivered to us till after he fhould be matter of

Phocis.

We have at prefent no other refource than the

indulgence or pity of this prince. The pity!

Ye manes of Themiftocles and Ariftides ! By en-

tering into 3n alliance with him, and haftily con-

cluding a peace, at a time when we invited the

H Demollh. de Falf. Le^. p. 301. iEfchin. de Falf. Leg.

p. 416.
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other ftates of Greece to take arms, we have loll out?

pofieflions and our allies
1

. To whom can we now

acbirefs ourfelves ? All the north of Greece is de-

voted to Philip. In Peloponnefus, Elis, Arcadia,

and Argolis, filled with his partifans m , will not,

any more than the other ftates of that country,

pardon our alliance with the Lacedaemonians n
j

and the latter people, notwithftanding the refblefs

ardour of Archidamus their king, prefer peace to

war. On our fide, when I view the ftate of our

navy, our army, and finances, I only behold the

{nattered remains of a once formidable power.

A general outcry has been railed againfl our de-

puties. They are very culpable if they have be-

trayed us, and very unfortunate if they are inno-

cent. I afked iEfchines why they flayed in Mace-

don. He anfwered : Becaufe we had no orders

to go farther °. I likewife afked him why he had

flattered us with fuch fpecious but falfe hopes.

He replied : I have related what I was told, and

what I faw, as I was told it and as I faw it
p

.

—

This orator, when he heard of the progrefs of Phi-

lip, immediately fet out to join the third deputation

which we have fent to that prince, though a few days

before he had declined being one of the deputies *,

' Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 3 15.

m Id. ibid. p. 334.
n Id. de Pace, p. 62.

• JEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 410.
p Id. ibid. p. 407.
1 Deroollh. de Falf. Leg. p. 312,

la
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In the Archonship of Archias,

'1 he 3d year of the 1 08th Olympiad,

(From the zjtb of June of the year 346, to the 1 5//; of July of

the year 345, before Chrift.)

Letter of Apollodorus.

1HE jfh cf Metagitnion*! It is yet per-

mitted us to be free. Philip will not turn his

arms againfl: us : he has hitherto been occupied

by the affairs of Phocis, and other motives will

foon oblige him to return to Macedon.

As foon as he arrived at Delphi, he alTembled

the council of the Amprfctyons, in order to de-

cree an exemplary punifhment againft thole who

had feized on the temple and the facred treafure.

The form was jiegalj we ourfelves had indicated

it in our decree of the 16th of Schirophor'iQn \\
yet, as the Thebans and ThefTalians, by the num-

ber of their fuffrages, difpoie at pieaiure of the

decifions of that tribunal, thejudgment pronounced

mud necelTarily be influenced by hatred and cruel-

ty r
. The principal authors of the faciilege are

devoted to public execration •, they may .be pur-

sued wherever they fly s
. The nation, as an ac-

complice in their crime, fince it took up arms ia

* The 1 ft of Auguft of the year 346 before Chrift,

•j- The lath of June of the fame year.

.

r Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 301.
5 Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 45 c.

you y. q
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their defence, lofes the double fuffrage it had in

the aflembly of the Amphictyons, and this privilege

is for ever transferred to the kings of Macedon.

All the cities of Phocis, excepting three, of which

it is thought fufficient to deftroy the fortifications,

are to be demolifhed, and reduced to villages of

fifty fmall houfes placed at a certain diftance from

each others The inhabitants of Phocis, deprived

of the right of offering facrifices, or participating

in the facred ceremonies, may cultivate their lands,

but muft annually pay fixty talents * into the facred

treafury, till they mall have reftored the whole

fum which they have taken out of it. They are to

deliver up their arms and horfes, and are not to

pofTefs others till they have made complete refto-

ration to the treafury. Philip, in concert with the

Boeotians and Thelfalians, is to prefide at the

Pythian games, irtftead of the Corinthians, who

are accufed of having favoured the Phocians.

There are alfo other articles, the object of which

is to re-eftablifh union among the ftates of Greece,

and reftore the dignity of divine worfhip in the

temple of Apollo u
.

The proportion of the GEtasans of ThefTaly was

cruel, becaufe it was conformable to the laws

ena&ed againft facrilege. They propofed to ex-

1 Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 455. Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 3, p. 804.
* 324,000 livrcs (13,5001.)
* Diod. Sic. ibid. Paufan, ibid.
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terminate the impious race of the Phocians, by

calling their infants from the top of a rock. But

iEichines warmly oppofed this motion, and faved

the hope of a multitude of wretched families x
.

Philip has caufecl the decree to be executed, ac-

cording to fome with rigorous barbarity y, but ac-

cording to others with more moderation than the

Thebans 2nd ThelTalians would have mewed .

Tv-cnty walled towns conftituted the ornament

of Phocis a
. The greater part of thefe are now

r>nly heaps of allies and ruins b
. In the fields, we

only behold aged men, women, children, and in-

firm perfons, whofe feeble and trembling hands

with difficulty gather from the earth fome grofs

fuftenance. Their fons, their hufbands, their fa-

thers, have been forced to abandon them •, fome,

fold for flaves, groan in chains c
; and others, pro-

fcribed and fugitive, find no afylum throughout

Greece. We have received fome of them, and

the ThefTalians already charge us with it as a

crime d
. Even mould more fortunate circum-

flances bring them back to their country, what a

time mult elapfe before they can have reftored to

the temple of Delphi all the gold and filver of

x iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 417.
y Jnftin. lib. 8, cap. 5. Orof. lib. 3, cap. 12,
z iEfchin. ibid. Diod. ibid. p. 456.
a Demofth.dc Falf. Leg. p. 312.
b Id. ibid. p. 303 et 344.
c Id. de Coron. p. 479.
* Id. de Pace, p. 62.

O2
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which it has been plundered by their generals dur-

ing the courfe of the war, and the value of which

is faic} to amount to more than ten thoufrnd

talents * 1

After the council was ended, Philip offered

facrifices, as returning thanks to the gods ; an4

during a fplendid entertainment, at which were

prefent two hundred guefts, including cur depu-

ties and thofe of the other dates of Greece, hymns

were fung in honour of the gods ; and fpngs of

victory to celebrate the triumph of the monarch f
.

The iji of Pyanepfion-\, Philip, before he re-

turned into his territories, has fulfilled the engage-

ments he had contracted with the Thebans and the

TheiTilians s. He has given to the former Orcho-

menus, Coronea, and other cities in Bocotia, which

they have difmantled h
; and to the latter, Nicas3,

and the places which are at the outlet of the pafs

of Thermopylae ', and which the Phocians had

taken from the Locrians. Thus the ThefTalians

remain mailers of the (trait ^ but they are fo eaffiy

to be deceived k
, that Philip rifks nothing in con-

fiding it to their cuftody. For his part, he has de-

e D:od. Sic. lib. 16. p. 453.
* Move than 54,000,000 livres (2,250,0001 )

i Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 313. iEfchin. ibid. p. 42;*

\ The 23d cf O&oher of the y-ar 346 before Chrift.

g Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 343.
11 Id. de Pace, p. 62. Id. de Falfc Leg. p. 315 et 344*
» Id. Phil. 2, p. 66. iEfchin. in Ctefiph. p. 450.
* Ulpian. in Olynth. 2, p. 28.
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frlved from his expedition all the advantages he

expected : he is at liberty to pafs Thermopylae

whenever he lhall judge proper '

j he has obtained

the honour of* having terminated a religious war,

and has acquired the right of prefiding at the

Pythian games, and the Hill more important right

of a feat and fuffrage in the council of the Amph.c-

tyons.

As this latter privilege may give him a very great

preponderance in the affairs of Greece, he is ex-

tremely anxious to preferve it. At prefent he has

only received it from the Thtrbans and the Thefla-

lians : to render it valid and legitimate, theconfent

of the other dates which compofe the league is

neceflary. His ambaffadors, and thofe of the

Theffalians, came not long fince to foficit our

concurrence m ; which they did not obta'n n
, though

Demofthenes was of opinion their requeft mould be

gran.ed. He feared left a refufal mould irritate

the Amphicfyonic dates, and render Attica a fe«

cond Phocis .

We arc fo difTatisRed with the late peace, that

we have been glad of an opportunity to offer this

affront to Philip. If he is offended at our refufal,

we have much more reafon to be fo at his pro-

* Pemollli dc Pnce, p. 62.
m Id. dc Fall'. Leg. p. 310.
* Id. Phil. I, p. b2
* Id. dc Pace, Liban* Argum. p. 5^,

O 3
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ceedings. In fact, we have given up every thing

to hun, and he has only relaxed in the Tingle article

of the cities of Thrace, which appertain to us p
.

Both fides will now remain in a ftate of mutual

diftruft ; the confequence of which will be infrac-

tions and re-accommodations, which it is but too

pro cable will terminate in fome fatal cataftrophe.

You are aftonifhed at our audacity. The peo-

ple no longer fear Philip now he is at a diftance,

th "High we dreaded him too much when he was near.

T ^nner in which he has concluded and ter-

minated rar with the Phocians, his difinter-

eftednefs in the divifion of the fpoils, and the pro-

found policy he has , nay with reafonin-

fpire us with as much fecurity for the prefent, as

fears for a future time which perhaps is not far

diftant. Other conquerors haften to poffefs them-

felves of a coun.ry, without bellowing a thought

on thofc who inhabit it-, but Philip endeavours

to fubdue the Greeks before he conquers Gre.ce.

He wifhes to allure us, to gain our confidence, to

accuftom us to our chains, to oblige us perhaps to

requeft them from him, and by flow and lenient

methods to become infenfibly our arbiter, our de-

fender, and our mailer.

I fhall conclude ny two anecdotes which have

been related to me of him. While he was at

Delphi he was informed that an Achsean, , named

p Lemofth. de Falf, Leg. p. 305.



A N A C H A R S I S. 199

Arcadion, a man of wit and prompt at repartee,

hated him, and affected to fhun his prefence.

He one day met this man by accident, and faid

to him with great mildnefs :
" How long will

you fly me ?" " Until," replied Arcadion, " I

mail arrive at fome place where your very name is

unknown." The king only laughed, and engaged

him by kindnefs and carehes to come and lup

With him q
.

This prince is lb preat, that I have long ex-

pected him to be guilty of fome weaknefs •, nor

have I been deceived. He has juft forbidden the

ufe of chariots in his dominions 1', becaufe a

fpothfayer has predicted that he fhall die by a

Chariot*. .

In the Archonst:ip of Eubulus,
The 4th year of the 108th Olympiad,

{From the i^th of July of the year 345, to the $th of July of

theyear 344, before Chr't/l.)

Letter of Apollodorus.

1 IMONIDES of Leucadia arrived here

a few days fince. You were acquainted with him

1 Theop. Dur. Phil. ap. Athen. lib. 6, cap. 13, p. 249.
r Ciccr.de Fat. cap. 3. Yai. Max. lib. 1, cap. S. Extern.

No. 9 ./Lilian. Var. Hiit. lib. 3, cap. 45.
* The authors who relate this anecdote add, that a chariot

was engraved on the handle of the poniard with which this king
was affafiinated.

O4
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at the academy, and you know that thirteen years

ago he accompanied Dion into Sicily, ani con-

tinually fought by his fide. The history on which

he is employed will contain the particulars of that

celebrated expedition s
.

Nothing can be imagined more dreadful than

the ftate in which he has left the ifb.nd of Sicily*

formerly fo rlouriming; It feems as if fortune had

chofen it for the theatre where fhe might exhibit,

within a fmall number of years-, all the viciffitudes

of which human affairs are capable. She at firft

produced two tyrants, who opprefTed the country

during half a century. Againft the latter of thefe

princes flie raifed Dion his uncle ; againft Dion*

Callippus his friend ; and againft that infamous

afiaffin, Hipparinus ; whom two years after fhe de-

ftroyed by a violent death \ and whofe place fhe

fupplied by a rapid fucceffiori of defpots, lefs

powerful, but no lefs cruel than the former K

Thefe different eruptions of tyranny, preceded,

accompanied and followed by terrible mocks,

have been all diftinguifhedi, like the explofions

of iEtna, by dreadful traces. The fame fcenes

are every inftant renewed in the principal cities

of Sicily, the greater part of which have broken

the bonds that conftituted their ftrength by at-

s Pint. iVi JDion. p. 967, 971 et 972.
1 P'kt Ep. 8, t. ii:. p. 356. Polyaen. Strateg. lib. 5, cap. 4*

£)iod. lib. 16, p. 436. Theop. ap. Athen. lib. 10, p. 436.
» Pint in Timol. t, i. p. 236.
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taching them to the capital, and have delivered

themfelves up to leaders who have enflaved by pro-

mi fing them liberty. Hippon has made himfclf

matter of Mefiana, Mamercus of Catana, Icetas

of Leor.tini, Nifaeus of Syracufc, and Leptines of

Apollonia x
, while other cities groan under the

yoke of Nicodemus, Apolloniades, &c. y Thefe

revolutions have not been effected without tor-

rents of blood, and giving birth to implacable

hatreds, and the mod atrocious crimes.

The Carthaginians, who poffefs many places in

Sicily, extend their conquefts, and daily make in-

curfions into the territories of the Grecian citieSj

the inhabitants of which experience, without the

lead interruption, at once the horrors of a foreign

and a civil war •, inceffantly expofed to the attacks

of the barbarians, the enterprifes of the tyrant of

Byracufe, the enormities of their particular tyrants,

and to the rage of parties, which has arifen to

fiich a height as to arm even the good and vir-

tuous citizens againft each other.

Such a train of calamities have rendered Sicily

only one profound lblitude, one vaft tomb. The

villages and towns have difappeared x
; the fields

lie uncultivated } and the cities, half deftroyed and

delert, fecm transfixed with terror at the menacing
' .. ±* ., 1 -

" Plat, in Timol. t. i. p. 236 et 247.
7 Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 472.
* Plut. ibid. Diod, ibid. p. 473.
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afpect of thofe citadels 3
, which enclofe within

their walls their tyrants furrounded by the minf-

fters of death.

Yuu perceive, Anacharfis, that nothing is more

fatal to a nation deftitute of manners than to at-

tempt to break its chains. The Greeks of Sicily

were too corrupted to preferve their liberty, and

too vain to endure fervkude. Their diffenfions

and their wars have only proceeded from the

monftrous alliance which they wifhed to form be-

tween the love of independence and their excef-

five tafte for pleafu res. By their reftlefs agitation

they are become the molt unfortunate of men,

and the moil abject of fiaves.

Timonides has this moment left me : he has

received letters from Syracufe. Dionyfius has

re-afcended the throne, from which he h is driven

Nifeus, the fon or the fame father, but by another

mother \ Nifarus had reigned forne years, and

continued with fpltndour the tyranny of his pre-

ckceffors. Betraved by his partifans c
, thrown

into a dungeon, and condemned to die, he has

pafied his laft days in a ftate of continual intoxica-

tion d
. He has died like his brother Hipparinus,

a Ncp. in Timol. cap. 3.
b i'lwt. in Timol. p. 236.
e Juftin. lib. 21, cap. 3.

** Thccp. ap. Afhen. lib. 1 o, p. 435.

4 "
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who had reigned' before him % after having lived

like another of his brothers named Apollocrates f
.

Dionyfius has a great revenge to take on his

fubjects. I hey deprived him of the fupreme

power, and during feveral years he was compelled

to endure in Italy a weight of ignominy and

contempt s. They fear, with realbn, the impe-

tuofity of his temper, and his vindictive fpirit,

irritated by what he has fuffered. Thefe we may
well expedl to produce a new intrigue in the

great tragedy which Fortune exhibits in Sicily.

Letter of Apollodorus.

We have juft received news from Sicily.

Dionyfius •believed himfelf happy in being again

feated on a throne fo often ftained by the blood of

his family ; but this was the fatal moment in

which his evil deftiny awaited him. His wife, his

daughters, and the youngeft of his fons, have

perifhed together, by the moil lingering and cruel

of deaths. When he departed from Italy for

Sicily, he left them in the capital of the Locrians,

who took advantage of his abfence to befiege

them in the citadel ; which having taken, they

e Theop. ap. Athen. lib. 10, p. 436.
f iElian. Van Kill. lib. 2, cap. 41.

2 Plat. Epift. 7, p. 334.
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ftripped them naked, and expofed them to the

brutal defires of an unbridled populace, whofe

fury was not afiuaged by this excels of indignity.

They put them to death by thfufting needles

under their nails, broke their benes in a mortar,

and cut the reft of their bodies into pieces, which

they threw into the flames or the fea, after having

forced every citizen to tafte of the r flefh*.

Dionyfius was accufed of having, in concert

with the phyficians, (hortened the life of his

father 1 by poifon, and put to death feveral cf his

brothers and relations, whom he fu ; p<cteu of form-

ing defigns againft his authority k
. He has ended

by being the executioner of his wife and children •,

for when a whole people is guilty of fuch ftrange

barbarities, it becomes neceflary to exam.ne the

affair with attention, to difcover to whom the

guilt is to be imputed. If we confider the conduct

of the Locrians, we mall find that they lived

peaceably, under laws which maintained or^er

and tranquillity in their city !
. Dionyfius, driven

from Syracufe, fol cited from them an afyium

;

which they granted the more readly, as a treaty

cf alliance fubfifted between them and him, and

his mother had been born among them. Their

* Clearch. ap. Athen, lib. i2, p. 541. Hut. inTimul.p. 24Z*
Strab lib. 6, p. 260. ./Elian. Var. Hift. lib. 9, cap. 8t

5 Plut. in Dion. p. 960.
* Jullin. lib. 21, cap. 1. Lilian, lib. 6, cap. 12.
J ikrab. ibid, p. 259.
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father?, by permitting, contrary to the maxims of

true- policy m
, that a private ram ily fhouii give a

queen to Sicily, had nut forefcen that Sicily would

fend them a tyrant in return. Dionyfius, by the

aid of his relations and his troops, gained pof-

fcfTion of the citadJ •, fcized on the property of

the rich citizens, who were almoft all maffacred

bv h's orders ; expofed their wives and daughters

to the mod infamous proftitution ; and in a few

years entirely dtftroyed the laws, manners, tran-

quillity and hnppinefs of a nation, which fo many
injuries had rendered ferocious".

The dreadful calamity which he has fuffered

has fpread terror through his whole kingdom. It

cannot be doubted but Dionyfius will refine even

on the cruelties of' his father, and verify a pre-

diction which a Sicilian related to me not lonô
fince.

While the fubjects of Dionyfius the elder were

continually uttering imprecations againft him, he

learned w th furprife that a very old woman in

Syracufe every morning prayed to the gods that

fnc might not furvive her king. He therefore

cauled her to be brought before him, and en-

quired the reafon of her tender afrecfticn. " I

will tell you," faid Ihe : " When I was a child,

ro Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 7, t. Ii. p. 396.
D Jullin. lib. 21, cap. 2 et ^ Clearch. ap. Athen. lib. 12,

p. 541. iEban. hb. 9, cap. 8. §trab. lib. 6, p. 259.
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which is now a long time ago, I heard every one

making heavy complaints againft him who govern-

ed us, and I joined in wifliing his death. He was

murdered ; and a iecond came, who having feized

on the citadel, caufed us to regret the former.

We conjured the gods to deliver us from him,

and they heard our prayers. You fucceeded him,

and you have been worfe than both the others

;

but as I expe£t, from what we have already expe-

rienced, that your fucceffor will be guilty of ftill

greater cruelties than you, I every day addrefs vows

to heaven for your prefervation." Dionyfius,

ftruck with the franknefs of the woman, did not

put her to death, but treated her with kindnefs .

In the Archonship of Lyciscus,

The firft year of the 109th Olympiad,

(From the ^th of July of the year 344, to the 23d of'July of the

year 343, before Chrijl.)

Letter of Apollodorus.

1 HE kings of Macedon hated the Illyrians,

who had often defeated them : Philip hates no na-

tion, becaufe he fears none ; he only aims to en-

flave all.

Val. Max. lib. 6, cap. 2. Extern. No. 2.
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Follow in imagination, if you are able to do it

the rapid operations of his laft campaign. He
affembles a powerful army, falls on Illyria, takes

feveral cities, amafles immenfe plunder-, returns to

Macedon, penetrates into TheiTaly, whither he is

invired by his partifans •, delivers that country from

all the petty tyrants by which it was oppreiTed

;

divides it into four great diftricts, at the head of

which he places the chiefs whom the people defire,

and who are devoted to him •, attaches the inhabi-

tants to himfelf by new ties, caufes the duties he

received in their ports to be confirmed to him,

and quietly returns to his dominions \ What is

the refult of this conduct ? While the barbarians,

fhuddering with rage, are compelled to bear the

chains he has impofed on them, the blinded Greeks

haftcn to offer themfelves to fervitude. They

confider him as the enemy of tyranny, as their

friend, their benefactor, and their faviour q
. Some

intrigue to procure zn alliance with him r

, and

others implore his protection. At this very time,

he has openly undertaken the defence of the Mef-

fenians and Argives ± he has furnifhed them with

men and money, and fignified to the Lacedaemo-

nians that, if they (hall attack them, he will imme-

p Dcmoaii. Phil. 2, p. 66 ; Phil. 3, p. 89. Diod. Sic. lib. 16,

p. 463.
1 Demofth. cte Covon.p. 479.
r JJiod. Sic. lib. 3 0. p. 463.
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diately enter Peloponnefus 5

. Demofthenes is

gone into Meflenia and Argolis, and has in vain

endeavoured to flievv thofe ftates their true inter

refts

A:
From the Same.

MBASSADORS from Philip are arrived.

He complains of the calumnies which we circulate

againfc him, refpecting the late peace. He main-

tains that he never entered into any engagement,

nor made any promife, and defies us to prove the

.contrary c
. Our deputies then have fhamefully

.deceived us, and, as Demofthenes has urged,

ought to be compelled, either to juilify their con-

r

duct, or fufrer the punifnment they merit".

This they will foon meet. The orator Hyperides

has lately brought a public accufation againft Phi-

loc rates, and detected his villany and artifice.

The indignation againfb him was general, but he

nimfelf appeared unmoved ; he waited for the

rage of the multitude to fubfide. " Why do you

not defend yourfelf ?" faid fome one to him. " It

is not time," anfwered he.— " What then do you

wait for ?" " For the people to condemn fome

s Demofth. Phil. 2, p. 65.
1 Liban. Argum. in Phil. 2, p. 63.
* Demoft h. PhiL 2, p. 67.

8 other
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other orator*." At length, however, proof having

been obtained that he had received rich prefents

from Philip y
, he has fled to efcape the punifhment

due to his crime.

Letter of Callimedon.

lOU have heard it faid that, in the times

of our forefathers, about ten or twelve centuries

paft, the gods, as a relaxation from the eternal fame-

nefs of their felicity, fometimes defcended to the

earth to amufe themfelves with the daughters of

mortals. You may perhaps imagine that they have

fince loll their relifh for this intercourie -

y but, if you

do, you are miftaken.

It is not long fince I faw an athleta, named

Attalus 2
, born at Magnefia, a city fituated on the

Meander, in Phrygia, who came from the Olympic

games, in which he had received ieveral fevere

wounds, but had not been able to gain the prize.

—

I exprefied my aftonifhment at this, becaufe he

appeared to me of invincible flrength. His father,

who was with him, faid to me : His defeat ought

only to be attributed to his ingratitude : when he

entered himfelf as a competitor, he did not declare

x ArJft. Rbct. lib. 2, cap. 3, t.ii. p.551.
y Pemofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 310 et JII.
z jEfchin. Epift. 10, p. 211.

Vol. V.
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his real father, who has taken vengeance by de-

priving him of the victory.—He is not then your

fon ?—No, he owes his birth to the Meander.

—

How ! is he the fon of a river ?—Beyond a doubt

;

my wife has told me fo, and all Magnefia was a

witnefs to the fact. According to a very ancient

cuftom, our maidens, before they are married,

bathe in the waters of the Meander, and offer their

firft favours to the god. He often difdains to re-

ceive them; but he accepted thofe of my wife.

We faw at a diftance that divinity, under the figure

of a beautiful young man, lead her into fome

clofe thickets with which the banks are covered.

—

And how do you know that he was the river ?

—

He mud have been •, his head was crowned with

reeds.—I fubmitted to this proof as demonflra-

tive.

I communicated this ftrange converfation to fe-

verai of my friends, who tcld me of a mufician of

Epidamnus, nnmed Carion, who pretends that one

of his children is the fon of Hercules. iEfchines

related to me the following fail:*. I mall give it

you in his own words.

I was in Troas, with my young friend Cimon
?

and ftudied the Iliad in the places which are the

fcene of the poem. The ftudies of Cimon were

* The true date of this tranfa&ion is feveral years later than

the times of which 1 treat ; but as it exemplifies the manners of

ge and country, I have believed I fliould be pardoned the ana*

chronifm, and that it would be fufucient to acknowledge it.
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of a quite different nature. A number of maidens

were to be married, and Callirhoe, the faireft among

them, went to bathe in the Scamander, while her

femJe attendant flood on the bank, at a certain

diftance. Callirhoe had no fooner plunged into

the river, than me faid, with a loud voice : Sca-

mander, receive the homage which we owe unto

thee. I receive it, replied a young man, who rofe

from the midft of fome bullies. I was with the reft

of the people at lb great a diftance that we could not

diftinguifh the features of his countenance, but we

could perceive that his head was covered with reeds.

In the evening I laughed with Cimon at the fimpli-

city of thefe people.

Four days after, the brides appeared, arrayed in

all their ornaments, in a proceflion in honour of

Venus. As they palled us, Callirhoe, perceiving

Cimon, who ftood next to me, fuddenly fell at his

feet, and exclaimed to her attendant, with a fimple

and artlefs joy : O nurfe, there is the god Sca-

mander, my firft hufband. Her attendant fcreamed

aloud, and the impofture was difcovered. Cimon
immediately difappeared, and I clofely followed

him. When we had reached our houfe, I up-

braided him with the imprudence and wickednefs

of the action he had committed ; but he laughed

in my face, and defended himfelf by the example

of the athleta Attalus, and the mufician Carion.

After all, added he, Homer has introduced Sca-

P 2
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mander in tragedy, and I was willing he fhould

figure in comedy. I will not end here : I will fa-

ther one child on Bacchus, and another on Apollo.

It is mighty well, replied I ; but in the mean time

we are in fome danger of being burnt alive, for I

fee the multitude approaching with naming torches.

In fact, we had only time to fave ourfelves by a

back door, and embark immediately on board a

vefTel 3
.

My dear Anacharfis, when it is faid that an age

is enlightened, no more is meant than that more

knowledge is found in certain cities than in others,

and that in thefe cities the upper ranks of citizens

are better informed than they formerly were. The

multitude, I do not even except that of Athens,

adhere the more tenacioufly to their fuperftitions,

the more efforts are made to detach them from them.

During the laft fellivals of Eleufis, the young and

charming Phryne, having thrown off her garments,'

and permitted her beautiful hair to float on her

moulders, entered the fea, and fported a long time

in the midft of the waves. An infinite number of

fpe&ators covered the fhore, and when fhe came

out of the water, they all exclaimed : It is Venus

rifing from the ocean. And the populace no doubt

would have taken her for that goddefs, if Phryne

had net been fo well known, and if fome perfons

* iEfchin. Ep. ic, p. 21 1.
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of underflanding had thought proper to favour the

deception.

Doubt it not, men have two favourite pafllons

which philofophy will never be able to dcftroy •, the

love of error, and the love of flavery. But let us

leave philofophy, and return to Phryne. The fcene

which (he exhibited was too much applauded not

to be repeated, and will, it is probable, contribute to

the improvement of the arts. The painter Apelles

and the fculptor Praxiteles were on the ihore, and

both have conceived the defign of reprefenting

Veaus after the model which they had before their

eyes 5
.

At your return you will fee this celebrated

beauty, and will no doubt acknowledge that you

have feen none in Afia who could boaft fuch an

afiemblage of graces. Praxiteles is defperately

enamoured of her : he is a connoiffeur in beauty,

and declares that he never before faw an example of

it fo perfect. She wifhed to have the fined

work of that artift. I will give it you with plea-

fure, anlwered he, on condition that you choofe it

yourfelf. But how difficult was it to determine

amid fuch a number of inimitable performances

!

While fhehefitated, a Have whom fhe had fecretly

gained over, came running to tell his mailer that

his work-fhop had taken fire, that the greater part

b Athen. lib. 1 2, p. 590.
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of his ftatues were deftroyed, and the reft in the

moft imminent danger. Alas ! exclaimed Praxite-

les, I am ruined if the Cupid and the Satyr are not

faved. Fear nothing, cried Phryne, fmiling; this

is merely a contrivance of mine to guide me in my
choice. She then took the ftatue of Cupid, and her

defign is to enrich with it the city of Thefpise, her

native place c
. It is likewife reported that that city

intends to confecrate to her a ftatue, in theenclofure

of the temple at Delphi, and place it by the fide of

that of Philip d
. It is certainly proper that a

courtefan fhould be placed next to a conqueror.

I can pardon Phryne for ruining her lovers, but I

cannot forgive her for afterward difmifiing them c
.

Our laws, more indulgent, wink at her frequent

infidelities, and the licentioufnefs of her manners j

but (he was fufpected of having, after the example

of Alcibiades, profaned the myfteries of Eleufis,

and cited to anfwer for the crime before the tribu-

nal of the Heliafrse, She appeared, and as the

judges entered the court, fhe watered their hands

with her tears
f
. E !1 thias, who profecuted her,

urged that fenitnce of death fhould be pronounced

againft her. Hyperides fpoke for her. That ce-

lebrated orator, who had loved and ftill entertained

c Paufan. lib. i, cap. 20, p. 46.
6 Athtn. lib. J 2, p. 590.
e Timocl. ap. Athen. Lb. 13, cap. 3, p. 567.
f Polidip. ibid. p. 591,
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"a pafTion for her, perceiving that his eloquence

made no impreflion, caufed her to approach, tore

the veil which covered her bofom, and reprefented

in the moft forcible language to her judges, that

they would be guilty of an impiety mould they

condemn to death the prieftefs of Venus. The

judges, feized with a religious fear, and Hill more

moved by the charms expofed to their view, de-

clared Phryne innocent 5
.

For fome time paft the pay of our foreign troops

has amounted to more than a thoufand talents h *.

We have loft feventy-five cities which were de-

pendent on us •
•, but we have perhaps acquired as

many beauties, each more amiable than the other.

They no doubt increafe the pleafures of fociety,

but they alfo increafe its abiurdities. Our orators,

philofophers, and graved perfonages value them-

felves on their gallantry
k
, and our fine ladies learn

the mathematics 1
. Gnathaena does not Hand in

need of this refource to pleafe. Diphilus, who is

extremely fond of her, having brought out a co-

medy, the failure of which he could not attribute

to cabal, I happened to be at the houle of his

miftrefs when he came in, immediately after, in no

Z Atlien. lib. 13, p. 590. Plut. in X. Ret. t. ii. p. 849.
Qninftil. lib. 2, cap. 15, p. 120.

h Ifocr. Arcop. t. i. p. 315.
* 5,4co,oco livrcs (225,0001.)
' iEfchin. de Fall". Leg. p. 40;.
k Athen. lib. 13, p. 588, &c.
: Jil. ibid. p. 5S3.
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fmall agitation, and as foon as he had entered re-

quefted that his feet might be wafhed *. You have

no need, anfwered fhe ; every body has carried you

on their moulders"1
.

The fame perfon, one day, dining with Gnathasna,

afked her by what means (he kept her wine fo cool.

I cool it, replied fhe, in a well into which I have

thrown the prologues to your pieces".

Before I conclude, I mult mention to you a fen-

tence which Philip has lately pronounced. Two
criminals, equally guilty, were brought before him:

they both deferved death, but he loves not to fhed

blood. He has banifhed one from his dominions,

and condemned the other to follow him till he fhall

return to Macedon °.

Letter of Apollodorus.

1 SO C RAT E S has juft fhewn me a letter

which he has written to Philip p
. An old courtier

could not difplay more addrefs in flattering a

prince. He apologizes for having adventured to

give him advice, but he found himfelf conftrained

to it : the intereft of Athens and of all Greece re-

* Many Athenians went with their feet naked.
m Athen. lib. 13, p. 583.
n Id. p. 580,
* Plat. Apophth. t. ii. p. 178.
f Ifocr. Ep. 2. ad Phil, t. i. p, 442,
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quired it ; the fubject of it being moft important,

no lefs than the care which the king of Macedon

ought to take of his life. Every one blames you,

fays he, for throwing yourielf into the miclft of

danger with lefs precaution than a common foldier.

It is no doubt a glorious action to die for our

country, for our children, for thofe to whom we

owe our exiftence •, but nothing can be more repre-

henfible than to endanger a life on which depends

the fate of an empire, and to tarnilh, by adeftruc-

tive temerity, the glory of fo many great actions.

He adduces the example of the kings of Lacedse-

mon, who, in the heat of battle, are furrounded by a

number of warriors to defend their perfons-, of

Xerxes king of Perfia, who, notwithilanding his

defeat, faved his kingdom by preferving himfelf

;

and of a number of generals, who, not being fuffi-

ciently careful of their own lives, have occafioned

the deftruction of their armies 1
.

He wifhes that a fincere friendfhip fhould be

eftablifhcd between Philip and the Athenians, and

that they mould, in concert, direct their power

againft the empire of the Perfians. He fpcaks

honourably of the republic, though he confeiTes

that we have our faults ; but the gods themielves

r.re not wholly irreproachable in our eyes r
.

I fhali here ftop •, I am not furprifed that a man

1 Id. ibid. p. 445.
t Id. ibid, p. 45O.
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above ninety years of age flill creeps, after having

crept during his whole life-, but what gives me

molt ferious concern is, that many Athenians think

like him j and you will hence be led to conclude,

that fince your departure our ideas have greatly

changed.
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CHAP. LXII.

Of the Nature of Governments, according to Arijlotle

and other Philofophers.

VVE received the laft letters of which I have

given copies, at Smyrna, on our return from Per-

fia*j in which city we learned that Ariftotle, after

having palled three years with Hermias, governor

of Atarnea, had gone to refide at Mitylenc, the

capital of Lefbos 5
.

We were fo near to him, and had been fo long

without having feen him, that we rcfolved to fur-

prile him with a vifit. Our attention gave him

great pleafure. He was preparing to depart for

Macedon, Philip having at length prevailed on

him to undertake the education of his fon Alexan-

der. I facrifice my liberty, faid he to us, but here

is myexcufe; mewing us at the fame time a letter

from the king, conceived in the following wrords f
:

" A fon is born to me, and I recurn thanks to the

gods, lefs that they have given him to me, than

* In the fpring' of the year 343 before Chrift.

* Diog. Luert. lib. 5, § 3 ct 9. Dionyf. HaL'c. Epifl. ad
Anim. cap. 5, t. vi. p. 728.

1 A ul. Cell. lib. 9, cap. 3.
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that he has been born in your time, fince I hope

that your care and instruction will render him both

worthy of me and the kingdom to which he is to

fucceed."

We pafTed whole days with Ariftotle, and gave

him an exact account of our travels. The follow-

ing particulars appeared to engage his attention.

I told him that, when we were in Phoenicia, we

were invited to dinner with fome Perfian noble-

men, at the houfe of the fatrap of the province.—

The converfation, as ufual, only turned on the

great king. You know, faid I, that the authority

of the Perfian monarch is much lefs refpected in

the diitant provinces than in the capital of the em-

pire. Many inftances were given of his haughti-

nefs and defpotifm. It mult be granted, faid the

fatrap, that kings believe themfelves to be of a to-

tally diftincl fpecies from us u
. Some days after,

being in company with feveral fubaltern officers of

the fame province, they complained to us of the

ill treatment and injuftice which they had fuffered

from the fatrap. It appears manifeft to me, faid

one of them, that a fatrap thinks himfelf of a quite

different nature from his inferior officers. I after-

wards interrogate^ their Haves, who all lamented

the rigour of their fate, and agreed that their

" Lib. de Mund. ap. Ariftot. cap. 6, t. i. p. 611. jEliau.

Var. Hid. lib. 8, cap. 15, lib. 9, cap. 41. Quint. Curt, lib, 7,

cap. 8.
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matters muft certainly think themfelves a race of

mortals of a fuperior kind to them x
. On our

fide we were convinced, with Plato, that the greater

part of men, by turns (laves and tyrants, exclaim

againft injuftice lefs from the hatred which it merits

than from the fear which it infpires ?.

While we were at Sufa, in a converfation which

we had with a Perfian, we remarked to him, that

the condition of defpots is moft wretched, becaufe

they poflefs fufficient power to effect the greateft

mifchiefs. We, in confequence, deplored the

flavery to which his country was reduced *, and

contrafted it with the liberty enjoyed in Greece.—

He replied, with a fmile : You have paffed through

many of our provinces -, in what condition have

you found them ? Extremely flourifhing and po-

pulous, anfvvered I •, their trade is extenfive, agri-

culture is honoured and nobly patronifed by the

fovereign a
j induftry and activity are confpicuous

in their manufactures ; and they are in a (late of

profound tranquillity, though they are expoied to

fome oppreflions on the part of their governors.

No longer confide then, replied he, in the idle

declamations of your writers. I am acquainted

with that Greece of which you fpeak : I have pafled

feveral years in the country, ftudied its inftitutions,

* Philem. ap. Stob. Serm. 60, p. 384.
Y Plat, de Rep. lib. I, t. H. p. 344.
z Id. de Leg. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 698.
a Xenoph. Memor. lib. 5, p. 828.
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and been witnefs to the diffenfions to which it is a

prey. Name to me, I do not fay a whole nation,

but a fingle city, which does not every moment

experience the cruelties of defpotifm or the con-

vulfions of anarchy. Your laws are excellent, but

they are not better obferved than ours; for we

have fome very wife ones, which remain ineffectual

becaufe the empire is too opulent and extenfive.

When the fovereign refpects them, we would not

change our condition for yours ; when he violates

them, the people have at leaft the confolation of

hoping that the thunderbolt will only fall on the

principal citizens, and recoil on the hand that has

launched it. We are fometimes unhappy from

the abufe of power, but you are almoft always fa

from the excefs of liberty.

Thefe reflections infenfibly induced Ariftotle to

difcourfe on the different forms of governments,

on which fubject he had been employed fince our

departure from Greece. He had begun by col-

lecting the laws of almoft: all nations, both Greek

and Barbarian b
, which he fhewed us, arranged in

order, and accompanied with remarks in fo many

diftinct treatifes, to the number of more than a

hundred and fifty
c *. He flattered himfelf he

b Cicer. de Fin. lib. 5, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 200.
c Diogen. Laert. lib. 5, $ 27.
* Diogenes Laertius lays, that the number of thefe treatifes

was a hundred and fifty-eight. Ammonius, in the life of Aiiilotle»

increafesit to two hundred and fiftv-live.
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fhould one day be able to complete his collection.

It contained, among others, the constitutions of

Athens, Lacedsemon, the ThesTalians, the Arca-

dians, Syracufe, Marfeilles, and even that of the

little ifland of Ithaca d
.

This prodigious collection might alone have

infured the immortality of the author, but he only

confidered it as a fcaffbld by the aid of which he

might erect a (till more noble monument. He
had collected facts which prefented remarkable

differences and contradictions. To derive from

them confequences ufeful to the human race, it was

necefTary to do what had not hitherto been done,

to penetrate to the fpirit of the laws, and to follow

them in their effects ; to examine, from the expe-

rience of fuccefilve ages, the caufes which preferve

or deftroy urates ; to propof6 remedies againft the

vices which are inherent in every constitution, and

againft the principles of change which are foreign

to it; to prepare, in a word, for any new legiflator,

a well digested code from which he may felect the

government best adapted to the character of his

nation, according to the circumstances of time and

place e
.

This great work f was nearly finifhed when we
arrived at Mitylene, and was publifhed fome years

d Fabr. Bibl. Gnec. t. ii. p. 197.
e Ariftot. dc Mor. lib. 10, t. ii. p. 144..
( Id. de Rep. h*b. 8, t. ii. p. 295.
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after e. Ariftotle permitted us to read it, and make

the extract which I here fubjoin *. I mall divide it

into two parts.

First Part.

On the different Kinds of Government.

WE muft firft diftinguifh two kinds of govern-

ment-, thofe in which public utility is the great

object, and thofe in which it is held of no account 11
.

In the former clafs we place the limited monarchy,

the ariftocratical government, and the republic pro-

perly fo called. Thus the conftitution may be ex-

cellent, whether the fupreme authority be confided

to a fmgle perfon, be exercifed by many, or refide

folely in the people '.

The fecond clafs comprehends tyranny, oligar-

chy, and democracy, which are only corruptions

of the three preceding forms of government •, for

limited monarchy degenerates into defpotifm, when

the fovereign, referring every thing to himfelf, no

longer acknowledges any bounds to his power *
j

the ariftocracy becomes an oligarchy, when the

fupreme power is no longer poffefTed by a certain

i An'ftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. id, p. 404.
* See note at the end of the volume.
h Ariffot. de Rep. lib. 3, cap, 6, t. ii. p. 345.
1 Id. ibid. cap. 7, p. 546.
k Id. Rhet. lib. 1, cap. S, p. 530.

number
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number of virtuous perfons, but by a fmall num-

ber of rulers, whole riches alone conflitute their

claim to authority ; and the republican government

is debafed into a democracy when the pooreft clafs

of people have too great an influence in public

deliberations 1
.

As the word monarch equally fignifies a king or

a tyrant, and fince it may happen that the power

of the one may be as abfolute as that of the other,

we fhall diitinguifh them by two principal differ-

ences *
; the one derived from the ufe which they

make of their power, and the other from the dii-

pofitions which they find in their fubjects. As to

the former, we have already faid that the king

in every thing he does aits for his people, but the

tyrant for himfelf alone ; and as to the latter, wc

affirm that the mod abfolute authority becomes

lawful if the fubjects confent to eftablifh or fup-

port it
m

.

Purfuing thefe preliminary ideas, we fhall find

in the hiltory of nations five kinds of kingly power.

The firft is that which prevailed in the heroic

ages. The fovereign pofiefied the right of com-

manding the army, and inflicting the fentence of

death while he had the command of it •, he prefided

at the facrlfices, determined the caufes of indivi-

1 Ariilot. de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 7, p. 346.
* See note at. the end of the volume.
m Ariftot. de. Rep. lib. 3, cap. 14, t. ii. p. 35 7 ; lib. 4, cap. 10,

P-374-

Vol. V. Q
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duals, and tranfmitted his authority to his chil-

dren . The fecond was eftablifhed when never-

ceafing difTenfions had forced a city to confide the

fupreme authority to an individual, either during

his life, or for a certain number of years. The
third is that ufual among the barbarous nations of

Afia. The fovereign there enjoys an immenfe

power, which he has neverthelefs received from

his father, and againft which the people have never

remonftrated. The fourth is that of Lacedasmon,

which appears to be the mod conformable to the

laws, which have limited the authority of the fove-

reign to the command of the armies and to func-

tions relative to divine worfhip. The fifth, in a

word, which I mall call royalty, or limited monar-

chy, is that in which the fovereign exercifes in his

Hates the fame authority as a father in the midit

of his family °.

The laft is the only kind of royal power which'

I mall here confider. I lhall not fpeak of the firit,

becaufe it has long been almoft every where abo-

liflied ; nor of the iecond, becaufe it was merely a

temporary commiflion ; nor of the third, becaufe it

is only found among the ^fiatics, who are more

accuflomed to fervitude than the Greeks and Eu-

ropeans p
; nor of that ofLacedsemon, becaufe, con-

n Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 3, cap. l^, t. ii. p. 356 et 357.
• Id. ibid. lib. I, cap. 12, p. 310; lib. 3, cap. 14. p. 356.

P Id. ibid. p. 356.



A N A C H A R S I S. 227

.
fined within narrow limits, it only makes a part of

the conftitution, and is not in itfelf a diftinct go-

vernment.

The following then is the idea which we have

formed of the true regal power. The fovereign

enjoys the fipreme authority*, and extenls his

care over every part of the adminiftration, as well

as the prefcrvation of the tranquillity of the ftate.

It is his office to caufe the laws to be executed ;

and as, on the one hand, he cannot enforce them

againft thofe who violate them, if he have not a

body of troops at his difpofal •, and as, on the other,

he may abufe this truft, we fhall eftablifh it as a

general rule that he ought to pofTefs the power

requifite to reftrain individuals, but not fufficient

to opprefs the nation r
.

He may determine in cafes for which the laws

have not provided 5
. The care of adminifterina

juilice and puniihing the guilty fhall be confided

to magiftrates r
. As it is impoflible that he fliould

himfelf fee and regulate all things, he fhall have

a council, the members of which may advife and

inftruct him by their knowledge and experience,

and afiift him in the adminiftration of the various

and minute affairs of the kingdom u
.

* Ariftot.de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 14, p. 357 ; cap. 15, p. 359, C.
cap. 16 et 17.

» Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 3, cap. I 5, p. 359. C.
Id. ibid. cap. 11,351. E.

1 Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 1 1, p. 410. A.
* Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 16, p. 361.

0«i
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Taxes fhall not be impofed except on occafion

of a war, or fome other neceflity of the flate •, nor

fhall the fovereign infult the poverty of the people

by lavifhing their property on foreigners, ftage-

players, or courtezans*. It is, befides, his duty,

by meditating on the nature of the power with

which he is invefted, to render himfelf accefiible

to his fubjects y, and live in the midft of them as

a father in the midft of his children *. He mould

be more occupied by their interefts than his own a
;

and the fplendour which furrounds him mould

infpire refpecl and not terror b
. Honour mould be

the motive of all his enterprifes c
, and the love of

his people their reward d
. He mould difcern and

recompenfe merit e
; and, under his government,

the rich, fecured in the pofTeflion of their property,

and the poor protected againft the power of the

rich, fhould learn to entertain a juft efteem of

themfelves, and to love and defend one of the

nobleft conftitutions eftablifhed among men f
.

Yet, as the excellence of fuch a form of go-

* Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5. cap. 1 1, p. 409.
y Id. ibid. p. 410.
% Id. ibid. lib. 1, cap. 12, p. 310.
3 Id. ibid. lib. 5. cap. II, p. 410.
b Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 1 1, p. 409.
c Id. ibid. cap. 10, p. 403.
d Id. ibid. lib. I, cap. 12. p. 310.
e Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. I I, p. 4C9.
( Id. ibid. cap. 10, p. 403 ; cap. 1 1, p. 410 ; lib. 3, cap. 14,
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vernmcnt depends folely on the moderation of the

prince, it is manifeft that the fecurity and liberty

of the fubject mud depend on it likewile •, and

hence it is that, in the cities of Greece, the citi-

zens, confidering themfelves as all equals, and hav-

ing all a right to participate in the fovereign au-

thority, fix their attention more on the inconve-

niences than on the advantages of a government,

which may by turns be the caufe of the happinefs

or the wretchednefs of a people *,

Royalty being only founded on the confidence

which it infpires, is deftroyed when the fovereign

renders himfelf odious by his defpotifm, or con-

temptible by his vices 2.

Under a tyrant the whole ftrength of a nation is

turned againft itfelf. The government is engaged

in a perpetual war with its fubjects : it attacks

them in their laws, in their property, in their ho-

nour, and only leaves them the deep and painful

fenfe of their mifery.

A king propofes to himfelf to render his reign

glorious, and effect the good of his people •, but

* Ariflotle has faid fcarcely any thing of the great monarchies
which fubfiftcd in his time, as thofe of Perfia and Egypt, nor has
lie fpoken more of the government of Macedon, though he
rruil neceflarily have been well acquainted with it. He only
had in view that fpecies of kingly power which fometimes was
eflablifhed in fomeof;he cities of Greece, and which was of a
quite different nature from that of the modern monarchies. (See
Montefquieu Rfpritdes Lois, liv. I, chap. 9, t. i. p. 224.)

6 Anitot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 10, p. 406 ; etcap. 11, p, 408.
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a tyrant has no other view than to draw to himfelf

all the riches of his dates, to lavifh them on his

viie pieafuRs h
. Dionyfius, king of Syracufe, had

fo multiplied taxes, that, within the i'pace of five

years, the property of every individual in his king-

dom had palled into the royal treaiury l
. As the

tyrant only reigns by the fear which he infpires,

his fecurity mutt be the lingle object of his atten-

tion k
. Hence while the guard of a king is com-

posed of citizens interefted in the good of the pub-

lic, that or the tyrant only ccnfifts of foreigners,

who ferve as the inftruments of his fury or his

caprice 1
.

Such a conftitution, if indeed it deferves that

name, contains within itfelf all the vices of the

moil corrupted governments. It naturally there-

fore cannot iupport itfelf, but by the molt violent

or the moft fhameful means, and muft include

within it all the pofiible caufes of its deftruc-

tion.

Tyranny may maintain itfelf when the prince

takes ihe precaution to cut off thofe citizens who

are too much raifed above the reft m •, when he is

careful to prevent the progrefs of knowledge which

may enlighten, and to forbid all public emertain-

h Ariftot. de Kep. lib. 5, cap. 10, p. 403.
5 Id. :b d. cap. 11, p. 407.
k Id. Rhet. lib. 1, cap. 8, p. 530.
1 Id. dt Rep. Kb. 5, cap. 10, p. 403.
» Id. ibid. cap. 10. p. 407. Eurip. in Supplic. p. 445.
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ments or meetings which may unite his Subjects -,

when, after the example of the kings of Syracuie,

he befieges them with fpies, who continually hold

them in difquietude and dread ; when by adroit

artifices he fows diiputes in families, divifions

among the different orders of the flate, and dif-

truft even in the moft intimate connections •, when

the people, crufhed by public labours, laden with

taxes, dragged to wars purpofely excited, and ib

deprefTed as to be incapable of all elevation of

ideas or nobility of fentiment, have neither the

courage nor the means to throw off the yoke by

which they are oppreffed ; when the throne is only

furrounded by vile flatterers", and Subaltern ty-

rants, by fo much the more ufeful to the defpot, as

they are not- restrained either by fhame or by re-

morle.

There is however one method that may be em-

ployed frill more fuccefsfully than thefe to perpe-

tuate fuch an authority ° ; which is, when pre-

ferving all the plenitude of his power, the Sove-

reign is willing to Subject himfelf to forms which

may attemper its rigour, and exhibit himfelf to

his people rather as a father who claims them as

his inheritance, than as a ferocious animal p
, of

whom they mufl be the victims.

n Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 1 1, p. 407.
Id. ibid. p. 408.

f Id. ibid. lib. 3,. cap. 16, p. 360.

<^4
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As the people ought to be perfuaded that their

fortune is facrificed to the good of the ftate, and

not to the individual advantage of the fovereign,

the monarch fhould apply himfelf to infuie into

the minds of his fubjects an exalted opinion of

his abilities for the fcience of government*1
. It

will be very advantageous to him to poffefs the

qualities which infpire refpect, and the femblance

of the virtues which attract love ; nor will it be

lefs fo that he lhouid appear attached, but without

mean fuperflition, to the rites of religion •, for

the people will believe him to be reftrained by the

fear of the gods, and will not dare to rife againft

a prince whom they protect
r

.

But he ought efpecially to avoid advancing

one of his fubjects to a power which he may

abufe s
; and ftill more ought he to abjlain from

injuries and infults on individuals, and from wound-

ing the honour of families. Among the multi-

tude of princes whom the abufe of power has

precipitated from the throne, a great number have

drawn on themfelves dcflruction by the perfonal

injuries of which they have been guilty, or which

they have authorized in others c
.

By the obfervance of fimilar maxims, arbitrary

i Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 1
1 , p. 4C9.

r Id. ibid. '
•

5 Id. ibid. p. 410.
? Id. ibid. cap. io, p. 403-



A N A C H A R S I S. 233

power has maintained its authority at Sicyon dur-

ing a whole century, and at Corinth for nearly the

fame period u
. The fovereigns who governed

thofe two ftates obtained the efteem or the confi-

dence of their people, fome by their military talents,

others by their affability, and other's by the refpect

which, on certain occafions, they paid to the laws.

Every where elfe tyranny has iubfifted a longer or

a fhorter time, according as it has more or lefs

neglected to conceal itfelf. It has on fome occa-

fions been feen to difarm the irritated multitude,

and on others to break the chains of the Haves

and call them to its aid x
; but it is abfolutely

impolTible that a government fo monftrous mould

not fooner or later come to an end, becaufe the

hatred or contempt which it infpiresy muft, fooner

or later, avenge the majefty of injured and infulted

nations.

When, after the extinction of the regal power,

the fovereign authority returns to the focieties

from which it has emanated, fome choofe to com-

mit the exercife of it to the body of the nation,

and others to confide it to a certain number of

citizens.

Then take birth two powerful factions, that of

the nobles, and that of the people, both of which

u Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 12, p. 41 1.
x Id. ibid. cap. 1 1, p. 410.
y Id. ibid. cap. 10, p. 406.
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were before repreifed by the authority of a finglc

chief; but after the extinction of that power, be-

come more intent to deftroy than to counterbalance

each other. Their divifions have almoft every

where corrupted the primitive conftitution, and

other caufes have contributed to its change. Such

are the imperfections which experience has dii-

covered in the fy items of all legiQators, the abufes

to which even the mod legitimate power is liable,

and the variations which cities and nations have

experienced in their power, their manners, and their

relations to other Itates. Thus, among the Greeks,

all equally ardent in the love of liberty, we fhall

not find two nations, or two cities, however near

to each other they may be, which have precifely

the fame legislation and the fame form of govern-

ment ; but we fhall every where perceive the

conftitution incline either toward the defpotifm of

the principal citizens, or toward that of the multi-

tude.

It will therefore be necefifary to diflinguifh

feveral fpecies of ariftocracies, fome approaching

more or lefs to the perfection of which that form

of government is capable, and others more or

lefs tending to the oligarchy which is its corrup-

tion.

The true ariftocracy, therefore, will be that in

which the authority is found in the hands of a cer-

tain numberof enlightened and virtuous magi-
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Urates
x

. By virtue I underfland political virtue,

which is no other than the love of the public good,

or of the country a
. As all honours fhould be be-

llowed on this virtue, it mull become the principle

of this form of government b
.

To fecure fuch a conilitution, it will be ne-

ceflary to temper it in fuch a manner that the

principal citizens may find in it the advantages of

the oligarchy, and the common people thofe of

the democracy'. Two laws will contribute to

produce both thefe effects ; one of which, de-

rived from the principle of this government, Ihall

confer the fupreme magillracies on perfonal quali-

ties, without regard to fortune*1

; and the other

prevent the magiftrates from enriching themielves

by their employments, by obliging them to render

an account to the public of the adminiilration of

the finances . By the former of thefe laws, all the

citizens may afpire to the principal dignities of the

Hate, and the latter will induce the lower claffes

of the people to renounce a right which they will

only value becaufe they believe it profitable
f
.

As it will be to be feared that, at length, even

* Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 7, p. 371 ; cap. 15, p. 382.
a Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 7, p. 371.
b Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 8, p. 372.
« Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. T» p« 396.
«• Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 9, p. 373.
« Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 8, p. 599.
f Id. ibid.

a
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virtue itfeif, invefted with fovereign authority, will

be enfeebled, or excite jealoufy, care has been

taken, in many ariftocracies, to limit the power of

the magiftrates, and to provide that it fhall pafs

into other hands every fix months 5
.

Though it may be of importance that the judges

of certain tribunals mould be chofen from the

clafs of the moft diftinguifhed citizens, it will at

lead be necefTary that there mould be other tribu-,

nals, the judges of which mall be taken from all

ranks of the people h
.

It appertains to this form ofgovernment alone to

inftitute magiilrates who may fuperintend the edu-

cation of the children and the conduct of the wo-

men. Such a cenforfhip would be ineffectual in

a democracy, or an oligarchy ; in the former, be-

caufe the multitude would lay claim to an excefs

of liberty ; and in the latter, becaufe the ruling

citizens would be the firft to give the example of

corruption and impunity 1
.

This fyilem of government, in which the worthy

man will never be diftind from the citizen k
, no

where lubfifts. Were we to attempt to analyze it,

other laws and other regulations would be necef-

fary. Let us content ourfelves, in order to form a

z Arillot.de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 8, p. 398.
h Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 16. p. 585.
* Id. ibid. cap. 15, p. 383.
k Id. ibid. cap. 7, p. 371.
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judgment of the different ariftocracies, to afcend

to their principle, for on thatefpecially depends the

excellence of a government. The principle of the

pure ariftocracy will be political virtue, or the love

of public good. If we find in any fubfifting ari-

ftocracy, that this love has a greater or lefs in-

fluence on the choice of magiftrar.es, we may

thence conclude that the conflitution is more or

lefs advantageous. Hence is it that the govern-

ment of Lacedsemon approaches nearer to the

true ariftocracy than that of Carthage, though

there is in other refpecls a great conformity be-

tween them 1
. At Lacediemon, the magiftrate

who is chofen muft be animated by the love of

his country, and diipofed to favour the people

;

at Carthage he muft befides enjoy an eafy for-

tune"1
, on which account the latter government

inclines more toward an oligarchy.

The conflitution is in danger, in an ariftocracy,

when the interefts of the principal citizens are

not fufficiently well connected with thofe of the

common people to prevent each of thefe claffes

from defiring to feize cxclufively on the fovereign

authority "-, when the laws permit all the riches

of the ftate to pais infenfibly into the hands of

fome individuals; when the firft innovations by

1 Ariftet. de Rep. lib. 2, cap. II, p. 334.
01 Id. ibid. lib. 4, cnp. 7, p. 37 1.

n Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 7. p. 396.
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which the conftitution is attacked are connived

at°; and when the magiftrates, through jealoufy

or negligence, periecute illuftrious citizens, or ex-

clude them from the magiftracy, or fuffer them

to become fufficiently powerful to enflave their

country p
.

The imperfect ariftocracy has in fo many re-

fpects a relation to the oligarchy, that we muft

neceflarily confider them together when we wifh

to explain the caufes by which they may each be

maintained or deflroyed.

In the oligarchy, the fupreme authority is in the

hands of a imall number of rich perfons q
, As it

is effential to this government that the principal

offices of magiftracy mould be elective r
, and that

the conferring of them mould be regulated by the

cenfus, that is the fortune of individuals, riches

muft, in fuch a ftate, be preferred to every thing

elfe, and produce a very great inequality among

the citizens s
. The defire therefore of acquiring

wealth is the principle of fuch a government r
*

A number of cities have of themfelves chofen

this form of government. The Laccdasmonians

have endeavoured to introduce it among other

° Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 8, p. 397.
P Id. ibid. p. 396.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 7, p. 346; lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 366 J

cap. 15, p. 382.
r Id. ibid. p. 384. Id. dc Rep. p. 6

1
4.

' Id de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 1 , p. 385,
1 Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 8, p. 372.
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Hates, with the fame zeal as the Athenians have

laboured to eftablifh among them the democracy ;

but it is every where diverfified according to the

nature of the cenfus, or property which a citizen

is required to poiTefs to be admitted to the prin-

cipal offices i
according to the different modes in

which thofe offices are conferred ; and according

as the power of the magiftrate is more or lefs re-

ftrained. In every fuch government, befides, the

few citizens who govern ufe every endeavour to

maintain their authority againft the many who

obey x
.

The means employed to this end, in feveral

dates, is to grant to all the citizens the right of

attending at the general aficmblies of the nation,

to permit them to fill the offices of magiftracy, give

their votes in the tribunals of juftice, keep arms ir^

their houfes, and increafe their bodily ftrength by

the exercifes of the gymnafiunv. But no punilh-

ment is denounced againft the poor who neglect

thefe advantages, while the rich who omit them

are fubjected to a fine
21

. The indulgence fhewn

to the former, and which is apparently- founded on

the multiplicity of their labours and neceflities,

removes them from public bufinefs, and accuitoms

them to confider the deliberations on the af-

fairs of the date, the care of adminiftering juftice,

Ariflot. do Rep. lib. 5, cap. 7, p. 397.
x Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 5, p. 369.

r Id. ibid. cap. 13, p. 378.
* Id. ibid. cap. 9, p. 373.
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and the other branches of government, as a heavy

burthen which the rich alone are able and ought

to fupport.

To conftitute the beft form of the oligarchy,

it is neceffary that the property required to be

poffeffed by the citizens accounted of the firft

clafs fhould not be too great ; for the more nu-

merous this clafs is, with -more reafon may it be

prefumed that the laws govern the flate and not

individuals
2

. Several offices of magiftracy fhould

not be held at the fame time by perfons of the

fame family, left fuch a family mould become too

powerful. In fome cities the fon is excluded by

his father, and the brother by his elder brother b
.

To prevent property from being too unequally

diftributed, no perfon fhould be allowed to dif-

pofe of his poiTefiions to the prejudice of his law-

ful heirs; nor, on the other hand, ought two in-

heritances to be permitted to accumulate in one

perfon c
.

The common people mould be under the im-

mediate protection of the government, and fhould

be more favoured than the rich in prolecutions

for injuries. done to them; nor fhould any law or

any influence be an impediment to their acquiring

fubfiftence or affluence. Little jealous of thofe

i ' '

— —
' T

3 Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 6, p. 371.
b Id. ibid. lib'. 5, cap. 6, p. 393.
c Id. ibid. cap. 8, p. 40a.

dignities
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dignities which only confer the honour of rendering

fervice to the country, they will with pleafure fee

them conferred on others, if they are not deprived

of the fruits of their labours'1

.

To attach them ftill more to the government, a

certain number of inferior lucrative employments

mould be given to them c
j and they mould be

even induced to hope that, by merit, they might be

railed to fome important offices, as is practifed at

Marfeilles
f

.

The law which, in many oligarchies, forbids the

magiftrates to engage in commerces, produces two

excellent effects \ it prevents them from iacfificing

to their intereft the time which they owe to the ftate,

and from exercifing a monopoly which would ruin

the other traders *.

When the magiftrates rival each other in ex-

pending a part of their property for the embellifh-

ment of the capital, and in giving fhews and pub-

lic entertainments, fuch an emulation is advanta-

geous to the treafury of the Mate. It reduces

within juft bounds the exceffive riches of fome in-

dividuals j the people eafily pardon an authority

* Ariftot. dc Rep. lib. 5, cap. S, p. 400. Id. cc Rhet. t. i:.

p. 614.
e Id. de Rep. lib. 6, cap. 6, p. 420.
f Id. ibid. cap. 7, p. 4: I.

Z Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 12, p. 412 ; cap. 8, p. 399.
* At Venice trade is forbidden the nobles. ( Amelot. Hill, da

Gouv. de Yen. p. .24. Efprit des Lois, liv. 5, chap. 8.)

Vol. V. R
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which manifefts irfclf by fimilar benefits, and arc

lefs attentive to the fplendour of dignities than to

the heavy duties annexed to them, and the real

advantages which they themfelves derive from

them h
.

But when the property which fixes the clafs of

the citizens who are to be permitted to fhare in the

government, is rated too high, the number of per-

sons in this clafs becomes too fmall ; and prefently

thofe who, by their intrigues or their talents, have

placed themfelves at the head of affairs, will endea-

vour to maintain their power by the fame means •,

they will infenfibly extend their privileges, afiume

the right of choofing their aflbciates, or leaving

their places to their children I

i and at length

proceed to abolifh all legal forms, and fubftitute

with impunity their will for the laws. The go-

vernment will then have arrived at the lafl degree

of corruption, and an oligarchy will be eftabhfhed

within an oligarchy, as has happened in the city of

E!ea^.

The tyranny of a fmall number of citizens will

not fubfift longer than that of an individual 1

, but

muft be enfeebled by the excefs of its power.

The rich, who are excluded from the government,

11 Ariftot. de Hep. Mb. 6, cap. 7, p. 241.
' Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 14, p. 380.
v Td. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 6, p. 394.
t Id. Ibid. cap. \2, p.411.
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will join the multitude to effect its deftruclion. Jn

this manner, at Cnidus, was the oligarchy ;„ddenly

changed into a democracy m
.

The fame revolution may be expecled when the

clafs of rich citizens have clofely united to treat all

the others as (laves \ In fome places they have

even dared to take the following equally abfurd and

inhuman oath :
" I will do to the multitude all the

mifchief in my power °." Yet, as the people are

alike dangerous, whether they crouch to others or

others crouch to them, they ought not to pofTefs

exclufively the right of judging, or conferring all

the offices of magiftracy •, for then the clafs of

rich citizens being reduced meanly to beg their

fuffrages, they would foon perceive that it is as eafy

for them to retain as to dilpofe of the fovereign

authority p
.

The manners of a people may render a govern-

ment popular which is not fo, or fubftitute the oli-

garchy for the democracy 01

. Though thefe changes

fet the government in oppofition to the conftitu-

tion, they may not be dangerous, becaufe they are

gradually effected, and with the confent of all

orders of the Hate. But nothing is fo efTential

m Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 6, p. 393,
• Id. ibid. p. 595.
• Id. ibid. cap. 9, p. 401.
P Id. ibid. cap. 6, p. 394.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 5, p. 370.

Rz
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as early to refift the innovations which violently at-

tack the constitution •, and, in fad, in a govern-

ment which propofes to maintain a kind of equili-

brium between the propenfities of two powerful

claffes of citizens, the leaft advantage gained over

the eftablifhed laws prepares the way for its ruin.

At Thurium the law did not permit any military

employment to be held a lecond time till after an

interval of five years ; but fome young perfons,

fee ure of the confidence of the troops, and the

furfrages of the people, procured the law to be re-

pealed, in clefpite of all the oppofnion of the ma-

giftrates, and foon after, by ftill bolder enterprifes,

changed the wife and moderate government of that

ftate into the moft dreadful tyranny r
.

Liberty, fay the fanatic favourers of the popular

power, can only be found in a democracy 5
: it is the

principle of that government ; it infufes into each

citizen the will to obey, and the ability to com-

mand ; it renders him mafter of himfelf, the equal

of others, and valuable to the ftate of which he

makes a parf.

It is therefore efTential to this government that

all the offices cf magistracy, or at leaft the greater

part, mould be conferred by lot on each indivi-

dual t
-, that, excepting military employments,

1 Ariftot. dc Rep. lib. 5, cap. 7, p. 397,
5 Id. ibid, fib. 6, cap. 2, p. 414.
* Id. ibid, lib. 4, cap 9, p. 3 3,
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fcarcely any offices be conferred on the fame perfon

who has before filled them; that all the citizens be

alternately distributed in the courts of juftice j

that a fenate be inttituted to prepare thofe affairs

which are finally to be determined on in the national

and fovereign afieinbly, at which all the citizens

may be prefent j and that a certain premium

be paid to thole who afiiduoufly attend at this ailem-

bly, as alio in the fenate and the tribunals of juf-

tice
u
.

This form of government is fubject to the fame

revolutions as the ariitocracy. It is attempered in

thofe ftates where, to reftrain an ignorant and reft-

lefs populace, a moderate property is required to

be poffefled by thole who ihare in the adminillra-

tion of affairs* •, in thofe where by wife regulations

the princ ; pal clafs of citizens are not the victims

of the hatred and jealoufy of the lower orders^;

and every where, in a word, where in the midll of

the moft tumultuous commotions the laws have

fufficient power to enforce their authority z
. But

it becomes tyrannical* wherever the poorer citi-

zens have too great an influence in public delibera-

tions.

Several caufes have bellowed on them this ex-

u Ariitot de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 14, p. 380$ lib. 6, cap. 2, p. 414.
x Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 3bS, cap. 9, p. 373 ; lib. 6, cap. a,

* !* ...
7 Id. ibid, lib 5, cap. 9, p. 401 ; lib. 6, cap. 5, p. 419.

* * Id. ibid. lib 4, cap. 4, p. 368.
* Id. ibid. p. 405.

R 3
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cefs of power: the firft is the fuppreflion of the

cenfus, according to which the diftribution of of-

fices ought to be regulated b
; in confequence of

which therneaneft citizens pofTefs the right of giving

their voice in public affairs : the fecond is the pre-

mium granted to the poor and refufed to the rich,

when they give their fuffrages either in the general

aflemblies or the tribunals of juitice% and which is

too imall to induce the latter to be affiduous in their

attendance, though it is fufficient to indemnify the

former for the interruption of their labours -, and

hence that multitude of artifans and workmen who

imperioufly raile their voices in thofe auguft places

where the intereffo of the republic are difcuffed

:

the third is the power which the ftate orators have

acquired over the multitude.

Formerly this fame multitude blindly followed

the lbidiery, who more than once have abufed its

confidence to reduce it to ilavery d
: and as its

defliny is eternally to be held in fubjection, there

have arifen, in theie modern times, ambitious men

who employ their talents to flatter its pafiions and

its vices, to intoxicate it with the opinion of its

power and glory, to excite its hatred againft the

rich, its contempt for law and order, and its love

of independence. Their triumph is that of elo-

b Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 9, cap. 5, p. 393.
c

I'd. ih'd. lib. 4, cap. 13, p. 378.
d Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 5, p. 392.

6
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quence, which feems only to be brought to perfec-

tion in our time e
, to introduce defpotifm into the

bofom of liberty itfelf. The republics which are

wifely governed do not fufter thefe dangerous men

to lead them ; but wherever they acquire influence,

the government fpeedily arrives at the higheft de-

gree of its corruption, and the people contract the

vices and the ferocity of tyrants f
.

Almoft all our governments, under whatever

form they may be eftablifhed, contain within them-

felves many feeds of deftruction. As the greater

part of the Grecian republics are confined within

the narrow limits of a city or a diftrict, the divi-

fions of individuals, which become the divifions of

theitate, the misfortunes of a war which feems to

leave no refource, the inveterate and perpetually

renewed jealouly of the different clafTes of citizens,

or a rapid fucceflion of unforefeen events, may in

a moment lhakc to the foundations or overturn the

conftitution. We have feen the democracy abo-

lifhed in the city of Thebes by the lofs of a battle-,

and in thofe of Heraclea. Cumse, and Megara, by

the return of fome principal citizens, whom the

people had profcribed to enrich the public trea-

fury with their fpoiis\ We have feen the form

* Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 5, p. 592.
f Id. ibid. lib. 4, cr.p. 4, p. 369.
« Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 3, p. 388.
* Id. ibid. cap. 5, p. 39-.

R4
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of government changed at Syracufe by a love in-

trigue 1

; in the city of Eretria, by an infult offered

to an individual k
•, at Epidaurus, by a fine impofed

on another individual 1
: and how many feditions

have there been which have not originated from

more important caufes, and which gradually fpread-

ing have at laft occafioned the mod deftructive

wars

!

While thefe calamities afflict the greater part of

Greece, three nations, the Cretans, the Lacedaemo-

nians, and the Carthaginians, have enjoyed in peace,

for many centuries, a government which differs

from all the others, though it unites their advan-

tages. The Cretans, in the mofi early times, con-

ceived the idea of limiting the power of the higheft

clafs of citizens by that of the people"1
•, and the

.Lacedaemonians and Carthaginians, doubtlefs from

their example, that of affociating the regal power

with the ariftocracy and democracy ".

Ariftotle here iuccinctly explains the fyftems

adopted in Crete, at Lacedasmon, and at Carthage.

1 mall ftate what he thinks of the latter, adding a few

flight ftrokes to his fketch.

At Carthage the fovereign power is divided be-

5 Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap, 4, p. 390.
k Id. ibid. cap. 6. p. 395.
1 Id. ibid. cap. 4, p. 391.
m Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 10, p. 332.
• Id. ibid. cap. 9, p. 328 ; cap. 11, p. 334,
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tween two kings*, a fenate, and the aflembly of

the people °.

The two kings are not taken from two fingle

families, as at Lacedasmon •, but they are elected f

annually, fometimes from one family, and fometimcs

from another. It is required that they ihould be

perfons of birth, property and virtue q
.

The fenate is very numerous. It is the office of

the kings to convene it
r

: they prefide and del'be-

rate in it on war and peace, and the mod important

affairs of the (late 5
. A body of magiftrates, to

the number of a hundred and four, are appointed to

maintain in it the interefts of the people r
. The

queftion under difcuffionmay not be referred to the

aflembly of the nation, if opinions are unanimous;

but it mull if they are not.

In the general alTembly the kings and fenators

explain the reafons which have united or divided

the fuffrages. The meaneft citizen may rife to

oppofe the decree, or the different opinions by

which it may have been prevented palling. The

people determine inthelaft inftance".

* The Latin writers call thefe two fupremc magiftrates Suffkest
which is their true name ; the Greek authors call them kings.

Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 2, cap. II, p. 334. Polyb. lib. 6,

P- 493-
P Nep. in Hannib. cap. 7.

s Ariftot. ibid.

r Liv. lib. 30, cap. 7.

• Polyb. lib. 1, p. 33 ; lib. 3, p. 175 ct 187.
« Ariftot. ibid,

Id. ibid.
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All the offices of the magiftracy, that of the

kings, and thofe of the fenators, the judges, and

the flrategi, or governors of provinces, are con-

ferred by the way of election, and reftrained within

bounds prefcribed by the laws. The authority of

the general of the army alone knows no limits x
;

he is abfolute, when at the head of his troops
;

but, on his return, muft render an account of his

conduct before a tribunal compofed of a hundred

fenators, who examine and judge with extreme feve-

rity y
.

By the prudent distribution and wife exercife of

thefe different powers, a numerous, powerful, and

active people, no lefs jealous of their liberty than

proud of their opulence, have always been able to

defeat every attempt to enflave them, and, for a

long feries of years, enjoyed a tranquillity only

diiturbed by fome tranfient ftorms, but which how-

ever have not been able to deflroy the primitive con-

ftitution \

Yet, notwkhfeanding its excellence, this confti-

tution, has its defects. It is one, that the union of

feveral offices of magiftracy in the fame perfon

ihould be confidered as an honourable distinc-

tion**, becaufe it is then fuppofed more advan-

* Ifccr. in Nicocl. t. i. p. 96. Ubbo Em. in Rep. Carthag,
J Diod. Sic. lib. 20, p. 753. Juftin. lib. 19, cap, 2.
z Ariilot.de Rep. lib. 2, cap. 11, p. 334.
a Id. ibid. p. 335.
* At Venice, according to Amtlot, the nobles are not permit*

ted to hold, at the fame time, feveral magiftracies, however incon-

siderable thty may be, (Hiit. du Gouvern. de Venife, p. 25.)



ANACH ARSIS. 251

tageous to multiply duties than to difcharge them,

and the people become accuftomed to believe that to

obtain is to merit places. It is likewile a defect,

that fortune fhould be confidered as much as virtue

in the choice of magistrates b
. Whenever, in a

ftate, money becomes the means of promotion to

honours, every other is foon neglected ; the fole am-

bition of the citizen is to accumulate riches, and

the government ftrongly inclines toward the oli-

garchy .

To preferve the equilibrium, the Carthaginians

have imagined that it was necefiary to grant lbme

advantages to the people, and, at intervals, to fend

the principal perfons of that clafs to certain cities,

with commifiions which may enable them to acquire

riches. This expedient has hitherto preferved the

republic ; but, as it has no immediate connection

with the legiflation, and contains within itielf a fe-

cret vice, its fuccefs ought only to be attributed to

chance: and if ever the people, becoming too rich

and too powerful, fhould feparate their interefts

from thofe of the other citizens, the lubfifting laws

will not be fufficient to curb their claims, and the

conftitution will be deftroyed d *.

b Ariftot.de Rep. lib. z, cap. 11, p. 334.
c Id. ibid. p. 335.
d Id, ibid.

* It was not long before the prediction of Ariftotle was ful-

filled. In the time of the fecond Punic war, about a hundred
years after that philofopher, the republic of Carthage verged
towards its ruin: and Polybius confiders the authority which the
people had ufurped as the principal caufe of its decline, (Polyb.
lib. 9, p. 493.)
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From what has been faid it will be eafy to dis-

cover the object which the fupreme magistrate ought

cfpecially id have in view in the exercife of his

power, or, which is the fame thing, what is the

principle of each government in conftitution. In

a monarchy it is what is honourable and noble;

for the prince ought to afpire to render his reign

glorious, and to feek glory only by honourable

means e
. In a tyranny it is the fafety of the tyrant

;

for he maintains himfelf on the throne by the terror

which he infpires f
. In an ariftocracy it is virtue;

for the leaders of the ftate can only diftinguifh

themfelves by the love of their country 8
. In an

oligarchy it is riches ; for thofe who fhare in the

government of the ftate are only chofen from among

the rich\ In a democracy it is the liberty of each

individual citizen'; but this principle degenerates

almoft every where into licentioufnefs, and can only

fubfift in the government of which a fuccincl idea is

given in the fecond part of this extract.

___— i

* Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 10, p. 403.
f Id. Rhet lib. t, cap. 8, t. ii. p. f 30.

2 Id. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 8, p. 372.
*> Id. ibid.

* Id. ibid.



ANACHARSIS. 253

Second Part.

On the beji of Conjlitutions.

IF I were to give instructions to the leader of a

colony, I would aicend to firit principles.

Every fociety is an aggregate of families who, in

uniting, have no other end but to labour for their

common happinefs k
. If they are not fufficiently

numerous, how ihall it be pofiible to defend them

againft external attacks? and if their number be too

great, how (hall they be restrained by laws which

may enfure their tranquillity ? Aim not to found

an empire, but a city, lefs powerful from the multi-

tude of its inhabitants than from the qualities of its

citizens. While law and order can act on every

part of this body, think not of reducing its magni-

tude j but the moment thole who obey are no longer

under the eyes of their rulers, be allured that the

government has loft a part of its influence, and the

ftate a part of its ftrength '.

Let your capital, fituated near the fea m , be

neither too large nor too fmall ; and let a healthy

fituation, a pure air, and falubrious waters, contri-

bute in concert to the preservation of the inhabi-

tants'. J^et the territory around it fuffice for its

k Arlftot. de Rvp. lib. 1, cap. 1, p. 296; lib. 3, cap. 9, p. 349,
1 Id. ibid. Lib. 7» cap. 4* p. 430.

Id. ibid. cap. y, p. 43 I ; ibid. cap. 6.

\ Id. ibid. cap. II, p. 43H,
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wants, and be equally difficult of accefs to the

enemy and favourable to the communication of

your own troops". Let it be commanded by a

citadel, if the monarchical government be pre-

ferred ; let different fortified pods protect it from

the fir ft fury of the populace, if the ariftocracy be

made choice of; and let it have no other defence

than its ramparts, if a democracy be eftabliihed p
.

Let the walls be ftrong, and capable of refilling

the new machines which have of late years been

employed in fieges. Let the ftreets be fome broad

and flraight, and others narrow and winding •, the

former will contribute to its embellimment, and

the latter be of ufe in its defence in cafe of a

furprife q
,

Conilrucl", at fome diftance, a harbour joined

to the city by long walls, as is praclifed in feveral

places in Greece. During war it will facilitate

your receiving fuccour from your allies •, and during

peace you may keep there that multitude of fea-

men, foreigners, or newly enfranchifed citizens,

. centioufnefs and greedinefs of gain might

corrupt the manners of the people, mould you re-

(cive them into vaq city. But let your commerce

be confined to the exchange of the fuperfiuities

which your territory produces for the necefTaries

Atiftot. de Rep. lib. 7, cap. 5, p. 43 1.

p Id. ibid. cap. 1 J, p. 438.

Ibid.
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which it denies to you ; and let your navy be only

fo for attended to as it may render you feared or

courted by the neighbouring nations'".

Let us fuppofe the colony eftablifhed, and that it

is required to frame laws for its government-, fun-

damental ones will be neceflary to form its conftku-

tion, and civil to enfure its tranquillity.

You will inform yourfelf of the different forms

of government which have been adopted by our

Jegiflators, or imagined by our philofophers. Some

of thele fyftems are too imperfect, and others re-

quire too great perfection. Have the courage to

Compare the principles of the former with their

effects, and the flill greater courage to refill: the al-

lurements of the latter. If by the force of your

genius you are able to conceive the plan of a fault-

ier conffitijtion, a fuperior realbn fhould convince

you that fuch a plan is not capable of being carried

into execution, or if, by chance, it were, that it can-

not perhaps be fui table to all ifauj
s

s
.

The belt government for a people is that which

is adapted to its character, its interests, the climate

which it inhabits, and a multitude of circumftances

that are peculiar to it.

Nature has diltinguifhed, by linking and varied

features, the ibcieties fcattered over our ^lobe 1
.

r Ariflot. do Uep. lib. 7, cap. 6, p. 43 1.

i ! ibid. lib. 4, rap. 1, p. 363.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 7, cap. 7, p. 453. PI.it. de Rep. !:b. 4, p. 435.

Anonym, ap. Phot. p. IJ20.
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Thofe of the north of Europe pofifefs courage, but

Jittle knowledge or induitry, they mull therefore

be free, indocile to the yoke of the laws, and incapa-

ble to govern the neighbouring nations. The

people of Ada poflefs all the talents of the mind,

and all the refources of the arts ; but their extreme

inertnefs and pulillanimity condemn them to fervi-

tude. The Greeks, placed between thefe extremes,

and enriched with all the advantages of which they

canboaft, fo unite courage and abilities, the love of

the laws and of liberty, that they might be able to

conquer and govern the world. And by what a

multitude of minute fhades has it pleafed nature to

diverfify thefe principal characters in the fame

country ! Among the nations of Greece fome pof-

fefs greater intellectual powers, and others more

bravery •, there are alfo fome among whom thefe

fplendid qualities are found in a juft equili-

brium .

By ftudying the men of whom he has the con-

duel, a legiflator may difcover whether they have

received from nature, or whether his inftitutions

can beftow on them, fufficient underflanding to

feel the value of virtue, and fufficient fcrength and

ardour of mind to prefer it to every other object.

J-Ie muft reflect, examine, and doubt : a local

circumftance may fometimes alone fufEce to re-

* Ariflot. de Rep. lib. 7, cap. 7, p. 433.

move
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move his uncertainty. If, for example, the foil

which his colony is to occupy is fufceptible of

great cultivation, and infurmountable obfbcles will

not fuffcr him to propofe any other conftitution,

let him not hefitate to eftablifh the popular go-

vernment x
. A people addicted to agriculture

are better than any other. They will never aban-

don the labours which require their prefence, to

crowd into the forum and occupy themfelves with

.thofe diflenfions which ldlenefs foments, and dif-

pute thofe honours of which they are not ambi-

tious >'. The magiftrates, more refpected, will

not be expofed to the caprices of a multitude of

artifans and workmen equally infolent and infa-

tiable.

On the other fide, the oligarchy naturally efta-

blifhes itfelf in thole places where it is necefiary

and pofTibie to maintain a numerous cavalry. As
that will then conftitute the principal ilrength of

the ftate, a great number of the citizens muft be

able to keep horfes, and fupport the expence

which their profeflion will require ; and thus the

party of the rich will obtain an authority over the

poor z
.

Before we proceed further, let us examine what

* An'ftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 6, p. 370 ; lib. 6, cap. 4,
p. 416.

y Id. ibid. p. 417.
' Id. ibid. lib. 6, cap. 7, p. 4:0.

Vol.V. S
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are the rights, and what ought to be the difpofitions,

of the citizen.

In certain places, to be a citizen, it fuffices to be

born of a father and mother who were citizens*,

in others, a greater number of degrees are required

in the defcent : but it thtnee follows, that the

firfr who have aflurr.cd that privilege did not right-

fully pofTefs it, and how then could they tranfmit it

to their children 3
?

It is not the enclofure of a city or a ftate which

beftows this privilege on him who inhabits it; for

if fo, it might be claimed by the Have as weir as by

the freeman b
. If the flave cannot be a citizen, nei-

ther can thofe who are in the fervice of others, or

who, by txercifm.g the mechanic arts, immediately

depend on the favours of the public c
. 1 know that

in meft republics, and efpecially in the extreme de-

nied acy, they 2re cenfidered as fuch ; but in a well-

conflituted ftate fo noble a privilege ought not to be

granted them.

Who is then the real citizen ? He who, free

from every other care, dedicates himfelf folely to

the fervice of his country, and may participate in its

offices, dignities, and honours d
; in a word, in the

fovereign authority.

a Arifl-oi. de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 2, p. 340.
b Id. iljid. cap. 1.

c Id - ibid. cap. 5, p. 343.
* Id. ibid. cap. 1, p. 338 et 339; cap. 4, p. 341.
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It hence follows, that this name agrees but im-

perfectly to children or decrepid old men, and can-

not appertain to artilans, labourers, and freedmen e
.

It alio follows, that there are no citizens but in a

republic f
; though they there fhare this privilege

with perfons to whom, according to our principles,

it ought to be denied.

In the city which you mall found, every occupa-

tion that may divert the attention which is exclu-

sively due to the interefts of the country, fhall be

forbidden to the citizen ; and this title fhall only

be given to thofewhoin their youth fhall bear arms

in defence of the ftate, and who in a more advanced

age fhall inftruct it by their knowledge and expe-

riences.

Thus fhall your citizens truly make a part of

the city : their efTential prerogative fhall be, to be

admitted to offices of magiflracy, to judge in the

affairs of individuals, and to vote in the fenate or

the general aflembly h
; this they mall poflefs by a

fundamental law, becaufe the law is a contract'

which fecures the rights of the citizens. The firft

of their duties fhall be, to pl.?ce themfelves in a

fituation to command and to obey k
; and they mail

e Ariftot. do Rep. lib. 3, cap. 1 et 5 ; lib. 7, cap. 9, p. 435.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 1, p. 339.
2 Id. ibid. lib. 7, cap. 9, p. 435.
h Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 1, p. 339.
' Id. ibid, cap. 9, p. 348.
• [d. ibid. cap. 4, p. 342.

S 2
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fulfil it in virtue of their institution, becaufe that

alone can infpire them with the virtues of the citi-

zen, or the love of their country.

Thefe reflections will enable us to difcover that

fpecies of equality which the legiflator mould efta-

blifh in a city.

None is admitted in an oligarchy : it is fup-

pofed, on the contrary, that the difference of for-

tunes mult produce a fimilar difference in the con-

dition of the citizens -, and that confequently pre-

ference and diftinctions ought only to be granted

to riches 1

. In a democracy, the citizens believe

themfelves all equal, becaufe they are all free •, but

as they have only a falfe idea of liberty, the equality

which they affect deitroys all fubordination. Hence

the leditions which inceffantly ferment in the former

of thefe governments, becaufe in it the multitude

confider inequality as an inju.fr.ice m •, and in the lat-

ter, becaufe the rich are hurt by an equality which

mortifies them.

Among the advantages which eftablifh or deftroy

the equality of the citizens, there are three which

merit fome confideration : liberty, virtue, and

riches. I mall not fpeak of nobility, becaufe it is

included in this general diviiion, fince it is only the

antiquity of riches or virtue in a family n
.

' Ariilot. de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 9, p. 348; lib. 5, cap. 1, p. 3S5.
,n Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 3, p. 389.
11 Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 8, p. 373.
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Nothing is fo oppofite to licentioufnefs as liberty.

In all governments individuals are and ought to be

in fubje<£tion •, with this difference, however, that in

fome places they are merely the flaves of men, and in

others only the fubjects of the laws. In fact, liberty

docs not confift in doing whatever we pleafe, as is

maintained in certain democracies °, but in only do-

ing what is enjoined by the laws, which fecure the

independence of each individual; and under this

point of view all the citizens may enjoy equal

liberty.

I (hull not be more diffufe on the article of virtue.

As our citizens (hall participate in the fovcreign au-

thority, they fliall be all equally interested to main-

tain it, and (hall deeply imbibe the fame love for

their country. I mail add, that they will be more or

lefs free in proportion as they fliall be more or lefs

, virtuous.

As to riches, the greater part of philofophers

have not been able to guard againft a too natural

illufion : they have fixed their attention on the

abufe which molt offends againft their inclinations

or their interelt, and believed that, by rooting it

out, the (late would continue its courie of itfelf.

Ancient legislators had judged it necelTary, in the

commencement of a reformation, to divide pro-

perty equally among all the citizens •, and hence

Ionic modern leo-iflators, and among others Pha-

* Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. o, p. 402.

S3
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leas of Chalcedon, have propofed the conftant

equality of fortunes for the bafis of their fyftems.

Some have fuggefted that the rich mould be per-

mitted to marry only with the poor, and that

portions mould be given with the daughters of

the former, but none with thofe of the latter.

—

Others have wifhed that it mould not be permitted

to any one, to increafe his poffeffions beyond a cer-

tain value prefcribed by the laws. But in limiting

the property of each family, it would likewife be

neceffary to limit the number of children which

mail be born in it p
. It is not by prohibitive laws

that the fortunes of individuals can be held in a

kind of equilibrium : the fpirit of difintereftednefs

luuft as much as poffible be introduced among them,

and fuch regulations adopted, that the good citizens

may not wifli to increafe their poffeffions, and the

bad not be able q
.

Thus a difference in riches may have place

among your citizens ; but as this difference can

occafion none in the diflribution of employments

and honours, it will not deftroy that equality

which ought to fubfift among them. They mall

be equal, becaufe they mail only be fubjecr. to the

laws 5 and they fhall be all equally occupied in

P Ariilot. de Rep. lib. 2, cap. 7, p. 322.

< Id. ibid. p. 323 et 324.
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the glorious employment of contributing to the

tranquillity and happinefs of their country '.

You already perceive, that the government of

which I wifh to give you an idea will approach a

democracy : but it will alio participate of the

oligarchy ; for it will be a mixed government, fo

combined that it will be difficult to fay by what

name it ought to be called •, and in which, never-

thelefs, the partifans of the democracy and thofe of

the oligarchy will each fi ^.d the advantages of the

conftitution they prefer, without theinconveniencies

of thofe which they reject s
.

This happy intermixture will be efpecially fenfi-

ble in the dutribution of the three powers which

Conftitute a republican ftate. The rirft, which is

the lcgiflative, (hall refide in the general affembly

of the nation j the fecond, or the executive, fhall

appertain to the magillrates ; the third, which is

: the judicial power, fhall be confided to the tribunals

of juft.ce 1
.

1 ft. On all queftions which relate to peace,

war, alliances, the laws, the choice of magiftrates,

the puniinment of crimes againft the ftate, or the

rendering of accounts by thofe who have filled

offices of importance, reference fhall be made to

the judgment of the people, who are rarely de-

r Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 4, p. 341 ; cap. 9, p. 349.
* Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 9, p. 373.
! Id. ibid. cap. 14, p. 379.

s 4
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ccived when not difturbed and inflamed by factions.

When thefe have no influence, their votes are free,

and not contaminated by vile intereft ; for it is im-

poffible to corrupt a whole people •, they are enlight-

ened ; for the mcanell citizens have a Angular dis-

cernment in difcovering men diffcinguiflied for their

abilities and their virtues, and a remarkable facility

in forming, combining, and even rectifying their

judgments".

The decrees of the general afTembly fhall not be

fubjecl to a revifion, uniefs in the cafe of the con-

demnation of a criminal. In this inftancc, if the

aifembly acquit the accufed, the caufe fhall be

finally determined ; but if it condemn him, it fhall

be neceflary for the fentence to be confirmed, or

perhaps annulled, by one of the tribunals of

juftice x
.

To remove from the general afTembly perfons

of the dregs of the people, who, though they

pofTefs no property, nor exercife any mechanical

profeflion, have yet a right to be prefent in it, in

quality of citizens, recourfe fhall be had to the

cenfus, or the known ftate of the pcfTefiions of in-

dividuals. In an oligarchy the cenfus is fo high,

that only the mofl opuient citizens are admitted to

the afTembly of the nation : in certain democra-

" Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 1
1 , p. 350 et 35 1 j cap. 15,

p. 356 ; lib. 4, cap. 14, p. 38 ;

.

x Id. ibid. lib. 4, p. 381;
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cies it does not exift ; and in others, is fo low as

fcarcely to exclude any one. You will inftitute a

cenfus, by virtue of which the moft numerous and

mod intelligent and virtuous part of the citizens

fhall have a right to vote in the public delibera-

tions y.

And as the cenfus is not a fixed meafure ; as it

varies according to the price of commodities ; and

as thefe variations have been frequently fuflicient

to change the nature of the government j you fhall

be careful to renew it from time to time, according

to occurrences, to the property of individuals, and

to the object which you have in view*.

2d. The decrees of the general alTembly fhould

be carried into execution by magiftrates, the choice,

number, functions, and duration of the office of

whom ought to be adapted to the extent of the

republic, as well as to the form of the govern-

ment.

Here, as in almofl every part of the fubject

we treat, a multitude of queftions a fuggeft them-

felves, which we fhall pafs over in filence to pro-

ceed to two important points, I mean the choice

and number of thefe magiftrates. It is efiential

to the oligarchy, that they fhould be chofen rela-

tively to the cenfus; and to the democracy, that

y Ariflot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 9, p. 373.
z Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 6, p. 395 ; cap. 8, p. 39S.
a Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 15, p. 3S1.
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that they mould be appointed by lot, without any

regard to property b
. You will borrow from the

former the mode of election, becaufe it is the rnoft

proper to beftow on the ftate virtuous and en-

lightened magistrates ; and from the example of

the latter you will not be restricted by the cenfus,

becaufe you will not fear that obfcure perfons, who

are incapable of diicharging the duties of the offices

of magistracy, mould be raifed to fuch dignities.

As to the number of magistrates, it will be better to

multiply places than to lay too great a burthen on

each department .

3d. The fame intermixture of forms fhall be

obferved in the regulations relative to the tribu-

nals of juftice. In the oligarchical government,

a fine is impofed on the rich who do not acquit

themielves of their judicial functions, and no falary

appointed for the poor who difcharge them. The

contrary practice prevails in democracies. You

fhall induce both thefe claffes of judges to be

afiiduous, by condemning the former to a pecu-

niary penalty when they fhall abfent themfelves,

and granting a premium for attendance to the

latter d
.

After having interested thefe two orders of

citizens in the good of the ftate, it will be of

k Ariftot de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 9, p. 573.
c Id. ibid. cap. 15, p. 382.
« Id. ibid. cap. 9, p. 373.
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importance to itifle in their hearts that odious rival-

ry which has been the deftruction of the greater

part of the republics of Greece ; and this again is

one of the points of greateft confequence in our

fyftem of legiflation.

Endeavour not to reconcile claims which the

ambition and vices of the two parties will only

eternize : the fingle means to deftroy them is to

favour in preference the middle eftate*, and to

render it as powerful as poflible c
. Among this

clafs of citizens you will find the pureft morals, and

greatefb regard to propriety of manners. Con-

tented with their lot, they neither experience

themfelves, nor caufe others to feel, that contemp-

tuous pride which riches infpire, nor the low envy

which is the offspring of want. Great cires, in

which this clafs is the molt numerous, mufl be lefs

fubject to feditions than fmall ones ; and the de-

mocracy, in which it is honoured, more durable

than the oligarchy, which pays it but little re-

iped f
.

Let the principal part of your colonifts be of

this refpeftable order ± let your laws render them

capable of receiving every honour and diftinrtion;

* By this middle eftate, Ariftotle means thofe who enjoy a

moderate fortune. Compare what he fays concerning it with
the beginning of the life of Solon, by Plutarch.

e Ariflot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 1 1, p. 376. Euripid. in Supplic.

v. 238.

Ariflot. ibid.
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let wife inftitutions continually prefervc among them

the fpirit and the love of mediocrity, and fuffer

them to have the greateft weight in the aflfembly.

Their preponderance will fecure the ftate from the

defigning defpotifm of the rich, who are always

unwilling to obey, and the blind defpotifm of the

poor, who are ever incapable to command ; and

hence it will refult, that the greater part of the na-

tion, ftrongly attached to the government, will exert

all its efforts to enfure its duration, which is the firft

element and beft proof of a good conftitution 2
.

In every republic, a citizen becomes culpable

when he becomes too powerful. If your laws are

unable to prevent individuals from acquiring too

great riches, and collecting around them fuch a

number of partifans as may render them formida-

ble, recourie lhall be had to the oftracifm, and

they lhall be banifhed for a certain number of

years.

The oftracifm is a violent remedy : it is per-

haps unjuft, and too often employed to gratify

perfonal vengeance ; but it is fupported by great

examples and authorities, and, in the cafe fpeci-

fied, is the only refource which can fave the

ftate. If, neverthelefs, a man fhould arife, who,

by the fublimity of his virtues alone, fhall attract

all hearts to himfelf, I will grant that, conform-

Z Arillot. dc Rep. lib. 4, cap. 12, p. 377; lib. 5, cap. 0, p. 400.



ANACHARSIS. 269

ably to true principles, he ought, inftead of being

profcribed, to be placed on the throne \

We have already faid, that your citizens fhall be

either young men, who fhall ferve their country by

their valour, or aged men, who, after having ferved

it, fhall direct it by their counfels. From this latter

clafs ihall you chooie the priefts ; for it cannot be

decent, that the homage of a free people fhould be

offered to the gods by hands accuftomed to mechanic

and fervile labour"1

.

Public repafts mail be inftituted ; for nothing

contributes more to the maintenance of union k
.

All the lands of the Hate fhall be divided into

two portions •, the one deftined to fupply the necel-

lities of the ftate, and the other thoie of indivi-

. duals : the former fhall be confederated to the

maintenance of religious worfhip, and the public

repafts ; and die latter (hall be only pofllffed by

thofe whom I have diftinguifhed by the name of

citizens. Both mail be cultivated by flaves brought

from different nations 1
.

After having regulated the form of government,

you fhall prepare a body of civil laws, all of which

mail have a proper relation to the fundamental,

and tend to bind and flrengthen them.

One of the meft eflential will be that which re-

h Aridot.de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 13, p. 354; cap. 17, p. 361.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 7, cap. 9, p. 456.
k Id. ibid. cap. 10, p. 436.
1 Id. ibid. cap. 10, p. 437.
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gards marriages. The couples who unite mall not

be of an age too difproportionate m , as nothing can

more certainly fow the feeds of diffenfion and difguft.

They mail neither be too young nor too old, as

nothing contributes more than fuch unions to the

degeneracy of the human race. Let the girls marry

at about the age of eighteen, and the men at thirty-

feven, or nearly that age n
; let their marriage be

celebrated about the time of the winter folftice *;

let them be permitted to expofe their children,

when they are born with too feeble a conftitution,

or other too manifeft defects; they mail alfo be

permitted to expofe them, to prevent a too great

excefs of population. If this idea be repugnant to

the character of the nation, fix at lead the number

of children in each family, and if the parents fhall

tranfgrefs the law, let it be ordained that the mo-

ther fhall deftroy the fruit of her body before it

fhall have received the principles of life and fenfa-

tion. Severely profcribe adultery, and let the moft

rigorous punifhments ftamp ignominy on thofe who

fhall difhonour the marriage union p
.

Ariftotle afterward enlarges on the manner in

m Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 7, cap. 16, p. 445.
n Id. ibid. p. 446.

Id. ibid.

* M. Vargentin, in a memoir prefented to the Academy of

Sciences at Stockholm, in 177.2, has fhewn, from obfervations

made during the courfe of fourteen years, that more children are

born in the month of September than in any other month of the

year. (Gazette de France, dc 28 Aout 1772.)
P Ariftot. ibid. p. 447.
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which the citizen mould be educated. He takes

him in the cradle, and follows him through the

different ages of life, the various employments of

the republic, and his different relations with fociety.

He treats of the knowledge with which his mind

fliould be enlightened, and the virtues that mould

be inftilled into his foul ; and, infenfibly unfolding

to his eyes the chain of his duties, calls his atten-

tion at the fame time to the laws which oblige him

to fulfil them *.

I have now given fome of the reflections of Ari-

ftotle on the bed form of government. I have

above given a fketch of the republic of Plato -f,
and

of the conftitutions of Lycurgus J and of Solon §.

Other writers, legiflators, philofophers, orators and

poets, have publifhed their ideas on this important

fubjecl:; but it would be inlufferably tedious to

analyfe their different fyftems, and that endlefs

number of maxims or queflions which they have

advanced or difcufled. We will therefore confine

ourfelves to the few principles which are common

to them all ; or which, from their Angularity, merit

to be felected.

Ariftotle is not the only writer who has given

* This part of the work is now loft ; but it is eafy to judge,

from the firil chapters of the eighth book, of the manner in which

Ariftotle proceeded in the remainder of his treatife.

f See Chap. LIV.
t See Chap. XLV.
j See Introduction, p. 129, and Chap. XIV.

2
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.us the eulogium of royalty. The greater part O'

philofophers have acknowledged the excellence of

this government, which they have confidered, fome

relatively to fociety, and others as it has relation to

the general fyftem of nature.

The moft excellent of conftitutions, fay the form-

er, would be that in which the fupreme authority,

confided to a fingle perfon, fhould only be exercifed

according to laws wifely inftituted q
-, in which the

fovereign, raifed above his fubjects as much by his

underftanding and his virtues as by his power 1
"

mould be perfuaded that he himfelf, like the law,

only exifts for the happinefs of his people s
; in

which the government mould infpire fear and

refpect, both at home and abroad, not only by the

uniformity of its principles, the fecrecy of its enter-

prifes, and the promptnefs of their execution r
, but

flill more by its integrity and good faith ; for the

word of the prince mould be more to be relied on

than the oath of other men".

Every thing in nature, fay the latter, points to

unity. The univerfe is governed by the Supreme

Being", the celeftial fpheres by fo many genii ; and

the kingdoms of the earth, in like manner, mould

1 Plat, in Polit. t. ii. p. 301 et 302.
r Ifocr. ad Nicocl. t. i. p. 56.
* Archyt. ap. Stob. Serm. 44, p. 314.
1 Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 52 1. Ifocr. ad Nicocl. t. i. p. 93
u Ifocr. ibid. p. 63.
* Ecphant. ap. Stob. Scrm. 46, p. 333.

be
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be guided by the authority of fingle fovcreigns,

who may maintain in their refpecYive Hates that

harmony which reigns throughout all nature. But

to difcharge the duties of fo exalted a Ration, they

mould reflect in themfelves the virtues of that

deity of whom they are the images v
, and govern

their fubjects with the tendernefs of a father, the

the careful vigilance of a paftor, and the impartial

equity of the law*.

Such are, in part, the duties which the Greeks

annex to the regal power ; and as they have al-

mofl every where feen princes depart from them,

they only confider this government as the model

which a legiflator ought to propole to himfelf, to

produce only one general will from all the wills of

individuals 1
'. If all the forms of government ex-

ifted conformable to their principles, faid I'lato,

the monarchical mould be preferred ; but fince

they are all corrupted^ it is bed to live under the

democracy".

What then is the coftftittltion belt adapted to a

people extremely jealous of their liberty ? The
mixed government j that in which royalty, arifto-

cracy, and democracy are combined by laws which

y Ecphant. ap. Stob. Serm. l6, p. 323 et 324. Diotogen,,

ibid. p. 330.
1 Ecphant. ibid. p. 334.
* Plat. in. Polit. t. ii. p. 301. Hippod. ap. Stob. Scrm. 41,

p. 2£I.
b Plat. ibid. p. 303.

Vol. V. T
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reftore the balance cf power whenever it inclines

too much towards any one of thefe forms c
. As

this temperament may be effected in an infinite

diverfity of modes, hence refuks that endlefs va-

riety which is found in the conftitutions of nations

and the opinions of philofophers.

The latter are much better agreed on the necef-

fity of eftablifhing good laws, on the obedience

which they require, and the changes which they

oug-ht fometimes to undergo.

As it is not given to any fingle mortal to main-

tain order by his changeable will alone, laws are

neceflary in a monarchy d
i for, without fuch a

reftraint, every government becomes tyrannical.

The exprefiion that the law is the foul of the

Hate, prefents a very juft image; for, in fact, if

the law be deitroyed, the ftate becomes only a life-

kefs body e
.

The laws ought to be clear, prccile, relative to

tht climate f
, and all favourable to virtues. They

mould leave as few cafes as poffible to the decilion

of the judges h
. They fhould be fevere, but the

c Archyt. ap. Stob. Serm. 41, p. 268. Hippod. ibid. p. 251.

Plat, de Leg. lib. 3, p. 693. Arillot. dc Rep. lib. 2, cap. 6,

p. 321 ; lib. 4, cap. 9, p. 373.
d Archyti ap. Stob. Serm. 41. p. 268. Xenoph. Memor.

lib. 4, p. 813. Plat, in Polit. t. ii. p. .276. Bias ap. Plut. in

Sept. Sapient. Conviv. t. ii. p. 152.
c Dempfth. ap. Stob. Serm. 41, p. 270.
i Archyt. ibid.

2 Demollb. Epifl. p. 198. Id. in Timocr. p. 784. Stob.

p. 270.
* Atiflot. Rliet. lib. 1, cap. r, p. 513.
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judges mould never be fo'; becaufe it is better

that the guilty fhould efcape, than the innocent

be condemned: in the former cafe the judgment

is an error, in the latter an impiety*.

We have feen Hates lofe in inaction that fuperi-

ority which they had acquired by victories. This

proceeded from the defect of their laws, which had

hardened them to endure the labours of war,

but not armed them againft the fweets of tranquil-

lity. A legislator ought lefs to bellow his atten-

tion on a itate of war, which fhould be tranfient,

than on the virtues which may teach the peaceable

citizen neither to fear war nor make an improper

ufe of peace 1

,

The multiplicity of laws in a ftate is a proof of

its corruption and decline; and that from this rea-

fon, that the fociety would be mod happy in which

any laws whatever fhould be unnece(Tary m .

Some have wifhed that all laws fhould be pre-

faced by an explanation of their motives and fpirit.

Nothing, fay they, can be more ufeful :
: an to en-

lighten the obedience of the people, and to fub-

jed them by p:rluaiion before they are intimidated

by menaces".

Others confider ignominy as the rnoft effectual

1
I fastis ap. Stub. Semi. 46, p. 237.

k Antiph. ap. Stob. p. 3c:'.

1 Aiiftot. d<_ Rep. lib. 7, cnp. 14, p. 444 ; cap. 15, p. 445.
n Arcefil. ap. Stob. Serp. 41, p. 248. Ifocr. Areup. t. • i.

p. 331. Tacit. Annal. lib. 3, cap. 27.
u Plat, de Leg. lib. 4, t. ii. p. 719.

T 2
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puniftiment. When crimes may be redeemed by

money, men become accuftomed to affix a great

value to wealth, and to difregard guilt .

The more laws are excellent, the more danger-

ous is it to (hake off their yoke. It would be

better for a (late to have bad laws which mould

be obeyed, than good ones which mould remain

without effect p
.

Nothing is fo dangerous likewife as to make

frequent changes in the laws. Among the Lo-

crians q
, he who advifed to abrogate or alter any

law, muft make the propoial with a halter round

his neck, and forfeit his life if his advice were dif-

approved*. Among the fame Locrians, it is not

permitted to torture and elude the laws by forced

interpretations. If they are equivocal, and one of

the parties thinks himfelf aggrieved by the expla-

nation given of them by the magiilrate, he may

cite him before a tribunal confiding of a thoufand

judges. Both mull appear with the cord round

their neck, and death mull be the punilhment of

him whofe interpretation is rejected r
. Other legif-

lators have all declared, that the laws ought not to

• Archyt. ap. Stob. Serm. 41, p. 269.

p Thucyd. lib. 3, cap. 37. Ariltot. de Hep. lib. 4, cap. 8,

p. 372.
1 Zaleuc. ap. Stob. Serm. 42, p. 28c. Demcfth. in Timoc

p. 794-
* See note at tbeend of the volume.
r Polyb. lib. 12, p. C61..
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be changed but with the utmoft circumfpection,

and in cafes of extreme necefiity.

But what are the folid foundations of the tran-

quillity and happinefs of ftates? Not the laws

which regulate tneir conftitution, or which increale

their powers, but the inftitutions which icrm the

citizens, and give activity to their minds ; not the

laws which difpenfe rewards and punifhments, but

the public voice when it makes an exact diftribu-

tion of contempt and cfteem 5
. Such is the una-

nimous decifion of legiflators and philosophers,

of all the Greeks, and perhaps of all nations.

"When the nature, advantages, and inconveniences

of the different forms of government are carefully

jnveftigated, we (hall find that the difference in

the manners of a people is fufficient to deftroy the

bell of constitutions, or to rectify the moil defec-

tive.

The laws, impotent in themfelves, borrow their

power folely from manners, which are as much
above them as virtue is above probity. In confe-

quence of the manners of a people is it that what

is good and virtuous is preferred to what is only

juft, and what is juft to what is merely ufeful.

They reftrain the citizen by the fear of the public

opinion, while the laws only terrify him by the

dread of punifhments

Under the empire of manners the minds of men

5 Plat, df Leg. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 697. Ifocr. Arcop. t. 1. p. 33 1.

• Hippod. ao. Stob. v. 2^9.

T 3
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will difplay"elevation of fentiment, diftruft of their

own powers, and decency and fimplicity in their

actions. A certain modefty will penetrate them

with a facred reverence for the gods, the laws, the

magiftrates, the paternal power, the wifdom of

aged perfons", and for themfelves ilill more than

for all the reft
x

.

Hence remits in every government the indif-

penfab'le neceffity of attending to the education of

children 7
, as a mo ft erTential object, and training

them up in the fpirit and love of the conftitution,

in the fimplicity of ancient times, in a word, in

the principles which ought ever after to regulate

their virtues, their opinions, their fentiments, and

their behaviour. All who have meditated on the

art of governing mankind, have been convinced

that the fate of empires depended on the educa-

tion given to youth*; and from their reflections

we may lay it down as an evident principle, that

education, the laws and manners ought never to

contradict each other*. Another principle no

lefs certain is, that in all ftates the manners of the

people are conformable tothofeof their governors 5
.

* Plat, de Leg. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 698 et 701.
x Democr. ap. Stob. Serm, 44, p. 310.
y Flu!, in Euth)phr. t. i. p. 2. Ariftot. de Leg. lib. 8,

cap. Vp. 449.
z Diotogen. ap. Stob. p. 251.
a Hippod. ibid. p. 249.
b Ifocr, ad Nicocl. t. i. p. 68. JEIchln, in Tim, p. 290.
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Zaleucns and Charondas, not fatisfied with di-

rectino- to the maintenance of manners the greater

part of the laws which they gave, the former to

the Locrians of Italy*, and the latter to ieveral

(tates of Sicily, have placed at the head of thejr

rcfpective codes , a chain of maxims which may be

confidered as the foundations of morality. I mall

here give ibme of them, more clearly to fhew in

what point of view legislation was formerly confi-

dered.

All the citizens, fays Zaleucus J
, mould

firft be firmly perfuaded of the exiftence of the

gods. The order and beauty of the univerfe muft

foon convince them, that it is not the effect of

blind chance, nor the work of man. The gods

are to be adored, becaufe they are the authors of

all real good. Every one, therefore, mould pre-

pare and purify his foul; for the Divine being is

not honoured by the worfhip of the wicked man,

nor delighted with pompous facrifices and mag-

nificent feftivals : his approbation can only be ob-

tained by good works, by a virtue cenftant in its

principles and its effects, and a firm refolution to

* According to Timceus, Zaleucns did not give laws to the

Locrians (Cicer. deX^r. lib. 2, cap. 6, t.iii.p. :.;i. !

Attic, lib. 6, ep. i, t. viii. p. 261) ; but he contradicted .. I

tiquity.
c Cicer.de Leg. lib. 2, cap. 6, t. Hi. p. 141.
<• Zalciic ap. Stub. Scrm. 42, p. 279 j et ap. Died

lib. 12, p. 84.

T.4
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prefer juflice and poverty to injuftice and igno-

miny.

If among the inhabitants of this city, men, wo-

men, citizens, or fojourners, there mould be found

any who relifli not thefe truths, and who are natu-

rally inclined to evil, let them remember that no-

thing can fave the guilty mortal from the venge-

ance of the gods ; and let them inceffantly place

before their eyes the final moment of theii 'ives,

that moment in which ihey will reflect wich fa

much regret and remorfe on the evil which they

have done, and the good which they have ne-

glected to do.

Every citizen, therefore, in all his actions, mould

Continually have the hour of death prefent to his

mind; and whenever the malevolent demon (hall

attempt to influence him to evil, let him fly to the

temples, to the feet of the altars, to the facred

places, and implore the afiiftance of the gods. Let

him likewife have recourfe to wife and good men,

who will fupport his weaknefs by a reprefentation

of the rewards deftined to virtue, and the woes

which are the confequence of injuftice.

Reverence your parents, your laws, your magi-

flrates. Love your country, and defire not to

change it for another; for that would be the be-

ginning of treafon. Speak no evil of any one.

The guardians of the laws fhould watch over and

reftrain offenders; but, before they punifh thern^
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they fhould endeavour to reclaim them by ad-

vice.

Let the magistrates, in their judgments, forget

their individual connections and their private en-

mities. SI ives may be fu ejected by fear, but free-

men ought only to obey juftice.

In all your deligns and actions, fays Charon-

das c
, begin by imploring the afiiftance of the

goJs, who are the authors of all things: to obtain

it, abftain from evil •, for there is no lbciety be-

tween God and the unjuft man.

Let the fame affection reign between individual

citizens and thole who are at the head of the go-

vernment, as between children and their parents.

Sacrfice your life foi your country, and be

perfuaded that it is better to die with honour than

to live in ignominy. Let the married pair mutu-

ally hold facred the faith they have vowed to each

other.

The dead are not to be honoured by tears and

immoderate grief, but by the remembrance of

their virtues, and the offerings annually made at

their tombs.

Let young perfons fhew a proper deference to

the advice of the aged, who are attentive to deierve

reverence by the regularity of their lives. If the

latter diveft themfelves of modefty, they will intro-

« Charond. ap. Stofc. Serai. 42, p. 289.
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duce into the Urate the contempt of mame, and all

its confcquent vices.

Deleft infamy and falfhood •, love virtue ; fre-

quent the company of thofe who practife it-, and

afpire to the higheft perfection, by becoming the

truly good and virtuous man. Fly to the fuccour

of the oppreffed citizen j relieve the wretchednefs

of the poor, provided it be not the fruit of idlenefs.

Defpife him who renders himfelf the (lave of his

riches, and ftigmatile .with ignominy the citizen

who erects for himfelf a more magnificent dwell-

ing than the public edifices. Let your language

be regulated by decency •, reftrain your anger, and

utter not imprecations even againft thofe who have

done you an injury.

Let all the citizens continually have thefe pre-

cepts prefent to their memory ; and, on the days of

the feftivals, let them be recited aloud during the

public entertainments, that they may be {till more

deeply impreffed on all minds,
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CHAP. LXIII.

Vicnyfius King cf Sicily at Corinth. Exploits cf

Timofeon',

ON our return to Athens, after an abfence of

eleven years, we feemed, fo to ipeak, to ar-

rive there for the firfl time. Death had deprived

us of many of our friends and acquaintances-,

whole families had difappeared, and others arifen

in their place •, we were received like (bangers in

houks where we had before been intimate ; every

where we found the lame ftagc, out other actors.

The forum inceffantly relbunded with com-

plaints againit Philip, which were a fubject of

alarm to fome, but heard with indifference by

others"1
. Demoilhenes had not long before ac-

cufed iEfc nines of having taken bribes of Philip,

when he was lent into Macedonia to conclude the

late peace •, and as JElchines had extolled the

modefty of the ancient orators, who, when they

harangued the people, avoided all extravagant

geitures ; No, no, exclaimed Demofthenes,. it is

not in the affembly of the people, but when we are

m Demofth.de Falf. Leg. p. 321 et 327.
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fent on an cmbafly, that we ought to hide our

hands under our cloaks*. This ftroke of plea-

fantry was received with applaufe j the accufation

however had no fuccefs.

Vv
r
e were for fome time overwhelmed with quef-

tionsconcerning Egypt and Perfia. I afterwards re-

lumed my former rcfearches. One day, as I crofled

the forum, I faw a great number of enquirers

after news going and coming in great agitation,

and feemingly unable fufficiendy to exprefs their

furprife. I drew near to them, and enquired what

had happened.— I was anfwered, Dionyfius is at

Corinth.—What Dionyfius ?—The king of Sicily,

once fo powerful and formidable. Timoleon has

driven him from the throne, and obliged him to

embark on board a galley, which has brought him

to Corinth . He has arrived * without efcort,

friends, or relations; he has loft every thing ex-

cept the memory of what he was.

This news was f.-on after confirmed to me by

Euryalus, whom I found at the houfe of Apollo-

dorus. He was a Corinthian with whom I was

intimate, and who had formerly had connections

with Dionyfius. He was to return to Corinth

fome months after, and I refolved to accompany

" Demoflh. de Falf. Leg. p. 332.
• Plut. in Tim. t. i. p. 242. Juftin. lib. 21, cap. J. Diod.

Sic. lib. 16, p. 464.
* The year 343 before (Thrift.
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him, to contemplate at leifure one of the mod
lingular phenomena of Fortune.

On our arrival in that city, we found at the

door of a tavern, a fat man p
, in a mean drefs, to

whom the mailer of the houfe feemcd to give,

from pity, the wine that had been left in fome

bottles: ibme women of diilblure life attacked him

with grofs jokes, at wliich he laughed, and anf vered

them in the fame ftyle ; and his pleaiantries divert-

ed the populace who were gathered round him q
.

Euryalus propoild to me, I know not under

what pretext, to alight from our carriage, and not

to leave this man. We followed him to a place

where fome women, who were to fing in the cho-

rules at an approaching feftival, were exercifed

previous to their appearance in public. He made

them repeat their parts, directed them in the ma-

nagement of their voices, and difputed with them

on the manner in which certain paflages ought to

be given r
. He thence went to a perfumer's,

where we unexpectedly faw the philofopher Dio-

genes and the mufician Ariftoxenus*, who had

arrived at Corinth a few days before. The for-

mer, approaching the ftranger, faid to him : You
do not deferve what has befallen you.—Do you

f Juftin. lib. 2 1, cap. 2.

s Pint, in Timed, t. i. p. 242.
Id. ibid.

* No doubt the fame who was the author of a treat ife om
mnfic, Hill extant, and inlerted in the collection of Meibomius.
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then companionate my misfortunes? replied the

unhappy man. I thank you for your kindnefs.—

I

companionate thy misfortunes ! replied Diogenes ;

thou art much miftaken, vile Have ! thou oughtefl

to live and die, like thy father, a prey to all the

terrors which tyrants mould feel ; and my indig-

nation rifes to fee thee in a city where thou mayeft

yet, without fear, enjoy fonie pleafures s
.

What, laid I to Euryalus, with the utmoft afto-

nifhment, is this the king of Syracufe ? It is, re-

plied he, but he docs not know me •, his fight is

impaired by excefiive drinking*: let us liften to

the remainder of the converfation. Dionyfius

iupported his part in it with equal wit and mode-

ration. Ariftoxenus afked him the reafon of the

difgrace of Plato. A tyrant, anfwered he, is

befieged by every kind of evil, and the mod
dangerous is, that his friends will conceal from him

the truth. I liflened to their advice, and obliged

Plato to leave my court. "What was the confe-

quence? I was king of Syracufe, and now am a

fchoolmafter at Corinth". In fact, we more than

once faw him in a orofs-way, teaching children the

principles of grammar*.

s Pint in Tim. t. i. p. 243.
* Ariftot. et Theopomp. ap. Athem lib. 10, p. 439. Juftin.

lib. 21, cap. 2.

« Flut. in. Tim. t. i. p. 243.
x Cicer. Tufcul. lib. 3, cap. 12, t. ii. p. 310. Id. ad Famil.

lib. 9, epiti. 18, t. vii. p. 3 17. Ju'lin. lib. 21, cap. 5. Lucian.

Soma. cap. 23, t. ii. p. 737. Val. Max. lib. 6, cap. 9. Extern.

No. 6.
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The fame motive which had induced me to go

to Corinth daily brought thither a number of

flrangers; fome of whom, at the fight of this un-

happy prince, man i felled emotions of pity>' ; but

the greater part dwelt with pleafure on a fpectacle

which the circumftances of the times rendered more

intereiling. As Philip feemed to be on the point

of enflaving Greece, they f,dated on the king of

Sicily that hatred which they had conceived againft

the king of Macedon. The instructive example

of a tyrant fuddenly plunged into the lowed humi-

liation, was foon the only confolation of thole

haughty republicans. Some time after, the Lace-

.deemonians returned no other anfwer to the me-

naces of Philip than thefe energetic words, Diony-

fius is at Corinth
z

.

We converfed feveral times with Dionyfius. He
freely confeiTed his faults, no doubt becaufe it had

coft him little to commit them. Euryalus wifhed

to know what he thought of the homage that had

been rendered him at Syracufe. I entertained at

my court, anfwered he, a number of fophifts and

poets-, I had not eileem for them, but they acquired

me a great character 3
. My courtiers perceived

that my fight began to grow weak, and they be-

came, as I may fay, totally blind. They could

>' PJilt, in Tim. t. i. p. 242.
2 Dcmetr. PI al. de Eloc. cap. 8.

k
i lat. Apophth. t. ii. p. 176.
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no longer fee any thing: when they met in my
prefence, they ran one againft the other; and at

our entertainments I was obliged to guide their

hands, with which they Teemed to feel about the

table 6
. And were you hot offended at this mean-

nefs ? faid Euryalus. Sometimes, replied Dionyfius ;

but it is fo fweet to pardon !

At this moment a Corinthian, who affected to

be witty, and whofe hoftefiy was fufpected, ap-

peared at the threfhold of the door, and, to mew
that he had not a poniard concealed under his

robe, fhook it feveral times, as thofe do who are

admitted into the prefence of tyrants. That cere-

mony, faid Dionyfius to him, would be better

placed, were you to obferve it when you leave us e
.

A fhort time after, another perfon came in, and

fatigued him with his importunities. Dionyfius

whifpered us, with a figh : Happy are thofe who

have learned to fulfer from their childhood d
!

Similar infults were every moment repeated,

and, indeed, he himfelf appeared to feek them. He
palled his life in taverns, in the ftreets, and among

the lowed of the people, whom he had made the

companions of his pleafures. It was eafy at once

to difcern in him the low propenfities which he

b Theophr. ap. Athen. lib. 10, p. 439. Plut.de Adul. t. ti.

« ./Elian. Var. Hift. lib. 4, cap. 18. Plut. in Timol. t. i.

P- 243-
4 Stob. Serin, no. p. 582.

had
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had received from nature, and the elevated fenti-

ments which he derived from his former condition*

He fpoke like a wife man, but acted like a fool.

I was unable to explain the myftcry of his con-

duct. A Syracufan who had oblerved him with

attention faid to me : His mind is too feeble and

trivial for him to behave with greater propriety in

adverfity than in profperity ; and he is befides

fenfible that the fight of a tyrant, even though he

is dethroned, excites diftruft and fear in free citi-

zens. Should he prefer obicurity to that meannefs

by which he now degrades himfelf, his tranquillity

would be fufpected by the Corinthians, who fa-

voured the revolt of Sicily. He fears left they

mould imagine there is realbn to fear him, and faves

himfelf from their hatred by courting their con-

tempt c
.

The latter he had completely acquired during my
flay at Corinth, and afterward amply merited that

of all Greece. Whether from wretchednefs or de-

rangement of mind, he joined a company of the

prieits of Cybele, and went with them from town to

town, with a tympanum in his hand, finging and

dancing round the image of the goddefs, and beg-

ging from the by-danders a trifling alms f
.

Before he acted a part in thefe low fcenes, he

* Jitftin. lib. 2 1, cap. <;. Plut. in Timol. t. i. p. 242. .

f ./Elian. Var. Hift. lib. 9, cap. 8. Athen. lib. 12, cap. 11,

p. 541. Euftatb.. in OdyfT. lib. 10, p. 1824.

Vol. V. U
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had obtained permiffion to leave Corinth, and travel

through Greece. The king of Macedon received

him with diftinction •, and, in their firft converfa-

tion, Philip afked him, how it had happened that

he had loft that kingdom of which his father had

kept pofTefiion for fo long a time ? " Becaufe,"

replied he, " I inherited the power of my father,

but not his fortunes." A Corinthian had before

put to him the fame queftion, and he had then

anfwered :
" When my father afctnded the throne,

the people were tired of the democracy ; when they

drove me from it, they were weary of tyranny 1*."

One day, at the table of the king of Macedon, the

converfation turned on the poetry of Dionyfius the

elder ; when Philip afked him, what time his father

could find to compoie fo great a number of works ?

" That," replied he, " which you and I pals here

in drinking '."

We have feen above *, that, after the death of

his brother, Timoleon had, for feme time, left

Corinth, and for ever renounced public affairs. He
had parTed near twenty years in this voluntary

exile
k
, when the people of Syracufe, no longer

able to refill their tyrants, implored the aid of the

Corinthians, from whom they derived their origin.

s iElian. Var. Hift. lib. 12, cap. 60.
h Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 176.
* Id. in Timol. 1. 1. p. 243.
* See Chap. IX.
k Plut. in Timol. t. i. p. 2381

2
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The latter refolved to levy troops ; but as they

hefitated concerning the choice of a general, Ibme

unknown perfon by chance mentioned Timoleon,

and his name was immediately re-echoed with uni-

verial acclamation 1

. The profecution formerly

commenced againft him had only been fufpended,

and the judges now refolved that the decifion fliould

be referred to himfelf. Timoleon, faid they o
him, according to the manner in which you

conduct yourfelf on the prefent occafion, we fhall

conclude that you have put to death a brother or a

tyrant"1

.

The Syracufans believed themfelves deftitute of

all refource. Icetas, the chief of the Leontines,

whofe fuccour they had demanded, thought only

of enQaving them, and had entered into an alliance

with the Carthaginians. Matter of Syracufe, he

held Dionyfius befieged in the citadel, and the

fleet of Carthage cruifed near the harbour to inter-

cept that of Corinth. In the interior parts of the

ifland, a fatal experience had taught the Grecian

cities to diftrufi: all who were eag-er to offer them

aid n
.

Timoleon fet fail with ten galleys and a fmall

number of foldiers , and, efcaping the Carthagi-

nian fleet, arrived in Italy, and thence proceeded

1 Plut. in Timol. t. i. p. 237.
m Id. ibid p. 238. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 459.
n Pint. ibid. p. 241. Diod. Sic. ibid. p. 461.
• Plut. ibid. p. 239. Diod. Sic. ibid. p. 462.

U 2
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to Tauromenium in Sicily. Between that city and

Syracufe is the city of Adranum, fome of the inha-

bitants of which had invited Icetas, and others

Timoleon ; who both marched at the fame time,

the former at the head of five thoufand men, and

the latter with twelve hundred. At the diftance

of thirty ftadia from Adranum, Timoleon learned

that the troops of Icetas had arrived, and were

preparing to encamp around the city. Imme-

diately he haitened his march, and fell on them

with fuch impetuofity, and in fuch good order,

that they fled without refinance, leaving him mat-

ter of their camp, their baggage, and a great num-

ber of prifoners.

This fuccefs immediately changed the difpofition

of men's minds, and the face of affairs. The revo-

lution was fo rapid that Timoleon, within fifty days

after his arrival in Sicily, faw the different Hates of

that ifland court his alliance, fome of the tyrants

join their forces to his p
, and Dionyfius himfelf

furrender at difcretion, and give up to him the

citadel of Syracufe with the treafures and troops

which he had collected.

It is not my intention minutely to defcribe all

the circumftances of this glorious expedition ; I

fhall only fay, that if Timoleon, while yet young,

ihewed in battle the maturity of an advanced age,

i

1 Plat, hi Tiraol. t. i. p. 2\i et 243. Diod. Sic. lib. 16,
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be exhibited in the decline of life all the warmth

and activity of youth q
•, that he difplayed all the

talents and qualities of a great general -, that, at the

head of a fmall number of troops, he delivered

Sicily from the tyrants by which it was oppreffed,

and defended it againft a power ftill more formi-

dable, that wifhed tocnilave it-, that, with fix thou-

fand men, he put to flight an army of feventy thou-

fand Carthaginians r

; and, in a word, that his plans

were formed with fo much wifdom, that he appear-

ed to be the matter of fortune, and to difpofe at

pleafure of events.

But the glory of Timoleon confifts not in this

continuance of rapid fuccefs, which he himlelf at-

tributed to fortune, and the luftre of which he tranf-

ferrcd to his country s
•, it is founded on a fucceffion

of conqucfts more worthy of the gratitude of

men.

Thefword had deftroyed one part of the inhabi-

tants of Sicily, and great numbers of thole who

remained, flying from the opprellion of their

tyrants, were difperied throughout Greece, in the

iilands of the TEgean lea, and on the coafts of Afia.

Corinth, animated with the fame fpirit as her gene-

ral, engaged them by her deputies to return to

their country. She fupplied them with mips,

« Pint, in Timol. t. J. p. 237.
r Id. ibid. p. 248. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p- 471.
* Pint, ibid. p. 250 et 2^3.

u 3
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leaders, an efcort, and, on their arrival in Sicily,

allotted lands to be divided among them. At the

fame time heralds proclaimed, on the part of the

Corinthians, at the folemn games of Greece, that

they acknowledged the independence of Syracufe

and of all Sicily'.

At thefe mouts of liberty, which refounded like-

wife throughout all Italy, fix thoufand men repaired

to Syracufe
i fome to enjoy there the rights of citi-

zens, and others to be diflributed in the interior parts

of the ifland u
.

The form of government had recently under-

gone frequent revolutions x
, and the laws had loft

their vigour. The latter had been drawn up for

the Syracufans by an affembly of enlightened men,

at the head of whom was that Diodes, to whofe

memory a temple was erected, which the elder

Dionyfius caufed to be demoliflied. This fevere

legiflator had forbidden any perfon to appear with

arms in the forum, under pain of death. Some

time after, the enemy having made an incurfion

into the environs of Syracufe, he left his houfe with

a fword in his hand ; and, learning at the fame

time that there was a tumult in the forum, he im-

mediately ran thither, without thinking of the

weapon he carried with him ; en which fome perfon

1 Plut. in Timol. t. i. p. 247. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 4-; 2.

Plut. ibid. Diod. ibid. p. 473 : lib. 19, p. 652.
a Arillot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 390.
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exclaimed : You have abrogated your own law.

Say rather I have confirmed it, anfwered he, and

inftantly plunged his iword into his bread r
.

His laws eftablifhed the democracy; but, to

correct the vices of this government, they punilhed

with rigour every fpecies of injullice, and, that no-

thing might be left to the caprice of judges, pro-

vided as much as poffiblc a decifion for each con-

testation, and a punifhment for every offence. Yet,

befides that they are written in old language, their

extreme precifion occafions obfeurity. Timoleon

revifed them, in conjunction with Cephalus and

Dionyhus, two Corinthians, whom he had invited

to aflifb him** Thofe which related to individuals

were p referved, with explanations that might deter-

mine their meaning ; thofe that regarded the con-

ftitution were amended, and the licentioufnefs of

the people reprefTed without detriment to their li-

berty. To enfure to them the perpetual enjoy-

ment of that liberty, he invited them to deitroy

all thofe citadels which had become the haunts of

tyrants \

The powerful republic of Carthage forced to

fue for peace to the Syracufans ; the oppreffors

of Sicily fuccefllvely extirpated •, her cities reftored

to their former fplendour; her fields covered with

J Plod. Sir. lib. 13, p. 162.
1 Plut. in Timcl. p. 248. Diod. Sic. lib. 13, p. 263; lib. 16,

p- 473-
1 Nep. in Tirnol. cap. 3.

U 4
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harvefts ; a flourifhing commerce, concord, and

happinefs : fuch were the benefits which Timoleon

diffufed over that beautiful country b
, and fuch the

fruits which he himfelf gathered.

Having voluntarily returned to the condition of

a private individual, he law the refpect paid to him

increafe from day to day. The people of Syracufe

obliged him to accept in their city a diltinguifhed

houle, and an agreeable retreat in the environs,

where hepaffed his days in peace with his wife and

children, whom he had fent for from Corinth.

He there incefTantly received the tribute of efleem

and gratitude which was paid to him by the Syra-

cufans, who confidered him as their fecond founder.

Whatever treaties or regulations were made

throughout Sicily, he was reforted to from every

place, that they might be fubmitted to his judg-

ment and experience, and nothing was done with-

out his approbation .

In the latter part of his life he loft his fight d
.

The Syracuians, more affected at his misfortune

than he was himfelf, redoubled their refpect and

attention. They brought foreigners who vifited

their country to fee him : Behold, faid they, our

benefactor and our father ! He has preferred to

the fplendid triumph which awaited him at Co-

rinth, to the glory which he would have acquired

b Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 473.
c Plut in Timol. t. i. p. 253,
d Nep. in Timol, cap. 4,
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in Greece, the pleafure of living in the midft of

his children e
. Timoleon returned to the eulo-

giums they lavifhed on him only this modeft an-

fwer :
" The gods had decreed to fave Sicily : I

thank them that they chofe me to be the inftrument

of their goodnefs f."

The love of the Syracufans for their deliverer

was flill more conipicuous when any important

qucftion was to be difcuffed in the general afTem-

bly. Deputies were fent to requeit his prefence

;

he came in a chariot -, and the moment he appeared

all the people faluted him wirh loud fhouts. Ti-

moleon faluted them in return •, and, after the

tranfports of joy and affection had fubfided, inform-

ed himfelf of the fubjecl: of their deliberations, and

gave his opinion, which the whole aifembly adopt-

ed in their iuffrases. On his return he again crolf-

ed the forum, followed by the fame acclamations

till he was out of fight 2
.

The Syracufans never believed they had fuffi-

ciently expreiTed their gratitude. They decreed

that his birth-day fhould be celebrated as a fcftival,

and that they fhould requeft a general from Corinth

whenever they were engaged in a war with a foreign

nation \

" Plat, in Timol. t. i. p. 254.
1 Ncp. in Timol. cap. 4.

R Pint. ibid.

* Id. ibid. Ncp. in Timol. cap. 5,
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At his death, the public grief only found confo-

lation in the honours bellowed on his memory.

Time was allowed for the inhabitants of the neigh-

bouring cities to repair to Syracufe, to be prefent at

the funeral ceremonies. Youths, chofen by lot,

bore on their moulders the body extended on a

couch richly ornamented. An innumerable multi-

tude pf men and women followed, crowned with

flowers, habited in white robes, and making the

air refound with the name and praifes of Timoleon;

but their groans and tears ftill more evinced their

affection and their grief.

When the body was laid on the funeral pile, a

herald read with a loud voice the following decree

:

•* The people of Syracufe, in gratitude to Timo-

leon, who deftroyed their tyrants, conquered the

barbarians, reflored feveral great cities, and gave

laws to the Sicilians, have refolved to confecrate

two hundred minas to his funeral, and annually

to honour his memory by mufical competitions,

horfe-races, and gymnaftic games'.'*

Other generals have fignalized themfelves by

more fplendid conquefts, but none ever performed

actions fo truly great. He undertook the war to

effect the deliverance of Sicily, and, when he had

completed his defign, had no other ambition than

to be beloved.

• PI ut. inTimol. t. i. p. 255.



A N A C H A R S I S. 299

He caufed the fovereign authority, while he was

inveiled with it, to be univerfally reipectcd and

honoured ; and, when he had refigned it, paid it

equal reverence with the other citizens. One day,

in full afiembly, two orators dared to accufe him of

malverfation in the employments he had held ; and

when the people rofc againft them with indignation,

Timoleon reftrained them, faying: " I have only

undergone lo many labours, and braved fuch various

dangers, to enable the meaneft citizen to defend the

laws, and freely to declare his opinion k ."

He exercifed over all hearts an abfolute domi-

nion, becauie he was mild, modeft, funple, difin-

terefted, and, above all, unimpeachably juft. So

many virtues difarmed thofe who might have envied

the fplendour of his actions, and the fuperiority of

hjs abilities. Timoleon experienced that, after hav-

ing rendered great fervices to a nation, it is fufficient

to leave it to itfelf to become the object of its adora-

tion.

k Piut. in Timol. t. i. p. 253. Nep. in Timol. cap. 5.
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CHAP. LXIV.

Continuation of the Library. Ptyfics. Natural

Hijlory. Genii.

ON my return from Perfia, I again vifited Eu-

clid. A part of his library ftill remained

which I wifhed to examine ; and I found him in it,

in company with Meton and Anaxarchus. The

former was ofAgrigentum in Sicily, and of the fame

family as the celebrated Empedocles ; the latter

was of Abdera in Thrace, and of the fchool of De-

mocritus : each had a book in his hand, and ap-

peared abforbed in profound meditation.

Euclid fhewed me feverd treatifes on animals,

plants, and foffils. I am not very rich, faid he,

in thefe kind of works \ for a tafte for natural hif-

tory, and phyfics, properly fo called, has only been

introduced among us within thefe few years. Not

but feveral men of genius have formerly employed

themfelves in refearches into nature. I have fome

time ago fliewn you their works ; and you recollect,

no doubt, that difcourfe in which the high prieft

of Ceres gave you a fuccinct idea of their fyflems *

* See Chap. XXX.

5
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You then learned that they fought to obtain a know-

ledge of caufes rather than effects, of the matter of

beings rather than their forms 1
.

Socrates directed philofophy toward public utili-

ty ; and his difciples, after his example, dedicated

their enquiries to the ftudy of man m
. That of the

reft of the univerie, fufpended during near a century,

and refumed in our time, is continued with more

propriety and dilcernment. Thofe general quef-

tions which were the fubjefr of difpute among the

ancient philofophers are indeed difcuffed ; but en-

deavours are made at the fame time to alcend from

effects to caufes, and from the known to the un-

known B
. With this view our philofophers defcend

more to particulars, and begin to collect and com-

pare facts.

An effential defect formerly retarded the progrefs

of fcience : fufficient attention was not paid to

explain the efTence of each body in particular , nor

to define the terms employed ; and this negligence

had at laft infpired fuch difgult, that the ftudy of

natural philofophy was abandoned precifdy at the

moment when the art of definition began, that is to

fay, in the time of Socrates p
.

1 Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult. "lib. a, cap. 2, t. i. p. 329. Id. d*
Part. Anim. lib. 1, cap. 1, t. i. p. 967 et 968.

Id.de Part. Anim. p. 97 1.

n Id. ibid. p. 967. Id. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 1, cap. i,

Id. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. 2, p. 329.
P Id. ce Part. Anim. lib. I, gap. I, t. i. p. 971, Id. Metaph.

Jib. i, cap. 6, t. ii. p. 848.
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At thefe words Anaxarchus and Meton ap ro ach-

ed us. Has not Democritus, faid the former, given

accurate definitions ? And did not Empedocles,

faid the latter, pay particular attention to the analy-

fis of bodies ? More frequently than the other

philofophers, anfwered Euclid, but not fo often

as they mould have done q
. The converfation then

became more animated ; Euclid warmly defended

the doctrine of Ariftotle his friend, and Anaxarchus

and Meton that of their countrymen. The latter

more than once accufed Ariftotle of having altered

in his works the fyfbems of the ancients, that he

might combat them with more advantage r
. Meton

went ftill farther; he affirmed that Ariftotle, Plato,

and even Socrates himfelf, had borrowed from the

writings of the Pythagoreans of Italy and Sicily

almoft all that they had taught concerning nature,

politics, and morals. It was in thofe happy coun-

tries, added he, that philofophy received its birth,

and to Pythagoras are mankind indebted for that

benefit s
.

I entertain the moft profound veneration for

that great man, anfwered Euclid ; but fince he and

other philofophers have appropriated to themfelves,

without acknowledgment, the riches of Egypt,

* Ariftot. de Part. Anim. lib. i, cap. i, t. i. p. 970.
r Porphyr. Vit. Pythag. § 53, p. 49. Brack, Hiftor. Philof.

Diflert. Prcelim. p. 14, et lib. 2, cap. 1, p. 464. Mofhem. ad

Cudw. cap. 1, § 7, not. y.
s Porphyr. Vit. Pythag. p. 49. Anonym, ap. Phot. p. 13 16.
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the Eaft, and all the nations which we name barba-

rians r

, have not we the fame right to convey them

into Greece ? Let us mutually pardon each other

thefe thefts, and have the courage to render to my
friend the juftice which he merits. I have frequent-

ly heard him fay, that opinions mould be difcufled

with the equity of an impartial judge u
: if he

has offended againft this rule, I condemn him. He
does not always name the authors from whom he has

derived his knowledge ; becaufe he has declared in

general that his defign was to profit by them ". He
cites them more frequently when he refutes them,

becaufe the celebrity of their names was but too

capable to give credit to the errors which he wifhed

to deftroy.

Ariftotle has availed himfelf of the treafures of

knowledge accumulated by your labours and ours ;

he will increafe them by his own, and, tranfmitting

them to pofterity, will erect the mod noble of monu-

ments, not to the vanity of an individual, but to

the glory of all the fchools of Greece.

I was acquainted with him at the academy •, our

friendihip for each other was ftrengthened by time;

and, fince he has left Athens, I have maintained

with him an unintermitting correfpondence. You
can only judge of him from the fmall number of

1 Tatian. Orat. ad Grace, p. 2. Clem. Alexandr. Stromat.

lib. 5, p. 355. Bruck, Hill. Philof. lib. 1, cap. 1, p. 47.
u Ariffot. de Ccel. lib. I, cap. 10, t. i. p. 446.
x Id. de Mor. lib. 10, cap. 10, t. ii. p. 144.
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works which he has publifhed : inform yourfelves

of the extenfive nature of his comprehenfive plans,

and then cenfure, if you can dare to do it, his errors

and omiflions.

Nature, who is hlent to the greater part of men t

early informed him that Ihe had chofen him for her

confident and interpreter. I {hall not tell you

that, born with the mod happy difpofitions, he

made an uncommonly rapid progrefs in the fciences

and arts •, that in his early youth "he devoured the

works of the philofophers, and relaxed his mind

after his graver flu dies with the writings of the

poets •, and that he made the knowledge of every

age and country his own >'
: this would be to praife

him as the generality of great men are praifed.

What he is diftinguifhed by is the tafte and genius

of obfervation •, the facility of uniting in his re-

fearches the moll furprifing activity with the mod
tenacious conftancy-, and that piercing difcernment,

that extraordinary fagacity, which conducts him

inftantaneoufly to confequences, and almoft in-

clines us to believe that his mind acts rather by

inftinct than by reflection : it is, in a word, the

conception that the whole of what art and nature

prefent to our eyes is only an immenfe fucceflion

of facts, appertaining all to one common chain,

and frequently too fimilar not to be eafily con-

j Ammon. Vit Ariftot.

founded3
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founded, and too different not to require to be dif-

tinguifhed. Hence the courfe he has taken to fe-

cure his progrefs by doubt *
; to enlighten it by the

frequent ufe of definitions, divifions, and fubdivi-

fions ; and nor to advance toward the abode of

truth till he has explored the confines of the enclo-

fure in which (he is fhut up.

Such is the method which he will follow in the

execution of a plan that any other than himfelf

would fear to attempt •, I mean the general and

particular hiftory of nature. He will begin from

the great and itupendous mafles ; the origin or

eternity of the world"; the caufes, principles, and

elTence of beings b
; the nature and reciprocal action

of the elements ; and the composition and diflbln-

tion of bodies . In this work he will revive and

difcufs the queftions concerning infinity, motion, a

vacuum, fpace, and time d
.

He will defcribe, in whole or in part, whatever

cxiits or paiTcs in the heavens, and in the interior

parts, or on the furface of our globe; in the hea-

vens, the meteors % the diftances and revolutions

of the planet , the nature of the ftars, and the

* AriRot. Metaph. lib. 3, cap. I, t. ii. p. 858,
a Id. deCoc!. lib. I, cap. 2, t. i, p. 4; 2.

b Id. dc Nat. Aui'cult. lib, 1 et a, t. i. p. 315, Sec. Id. Metaph.
t. ii. p. 838.

c Id. de Gener. et Corrupt, t. i. p. 493, &c. Diog. Laert,

lib. 5, $ 25.
d Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 3, 4, &c,
« Id. Meteor, t.i. p. 528.

Vol. V. X
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fpheres to which they are attached'; in the bofom.

of the earth, fofiils, minerals 5
, and the violent con-

cuffions which overturn the globe h
•, and, on its fur-

face, the feas, rivers', plants k
, and animals 1

.

As man is fubject to an infinity of necefiities

and duties, he will confider whatever relates to

him. He will treat of the anatomy of the human

body m , the nature and faculties of the foul n
, the

objects and organs of fenfation , the rules proper

to guide the mod fubtle operations of the mmd p
,

and the mod fecret emotions of the heart 9
; and

on laws r

, governments 5

, fciences, and arts 1
. On

all thefe interefting objects the hiflorian will unite

his own judgment and experience to thofe of pre-

ceding ages ; and, conformably to the practice of

many philofophers, continually applying phyfics

f Ariftot. de Ccel. lib. 2, t. i. p. 452. Id. Aftronom. ap. Diog.

Laert. lib. 5, § 26.

g Id. Meteor, lib. 3, cap. 6, t. i. p. 583.
h Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 8, p. 566.
1 Id. ibid. cap. 2, p. 551, &c.
k Diog. Laert. lib. $, § 25.
1 Ariitot. Hill. Anim. Id. de Animal. Incefl*. Part. Gener,

t. i. Diog. Laert. ibid.

m Ariftot. Hift. Anim. lib. I, cap. 7, p. 768, Sec. Diog.

]L:iert. ibid-

u Anftot. de Anim. t. i. p. 616. De Mem. ibid. p. 678.

Id. d^ Senf. ibid. p. 662.

P Id. Categ. Analyt. Topic, t. i. p. 14, See. Diog. Laert.

ibid. § 23 et 24.

1 Anftot. de Mor. Magn. Mor. De Virt. et Vit. t. ii. p. 3,

&c.
r Diog. Laert, ibid. § 26.
5 Ariitot.de Rep. t.ni. p. 296.

t Diog. Laert. ibid. Fabric. Biblioth. Graec. lib. 3, cap. 6 et

y, t. ii. p. 107, &c.
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to morals, will increafe our knowledge to render us

more happy.

Such is the plan of AriStotle, as far as I have

been able to understand it from his converfations

and his letters : but I know not whether he will

be able to follow the order which I have here

pointed out. And why fhould he not? faid I.

BecauSe, anfwered he, certain Subjects require pre-

liminary illustrations. Without leaving his clofet,

in which he has collected a mod valuable library ,

he will be able to treat on a great number of Sub-

jects; but when he fhall come to give the defcrip-

tion and hiitory of all the animals fcattered over

the earth, what a long and laborious courfe of ob-

fervations will be required to complete fuch a

work ! Yet his courage is only rendered more

ardent by obstacles ; and, befides the materials of

which he is already in poSTeSTion, he founds very

reasonable hopes on the patronage of Philip, whofe

efteem he has defervedly acquired"; and on that

of Alexander, whofe education he has undertaken

to Superintend. If it be true, as is reported, that

this young prince has already manifested a lively

tafte for the Sciences y
, we may hope that when he

» Strab. lib. 13, p. 608. Aul. Gell. No&. Att. lib. 3,
cap. 17.

x Aul. Gell. lib. 9, cap. 3. Amnion. Vit. Ariftot. itlian. Var.

JHift. lib. 4, cap. 19.

y Plut. de Fort. Alexand. t. ii. p. 327, 328, &c.

X*
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comes to the throne he will enable his tutor to pro-

ceed fuccefsfully in his defign*.

Scarcely had Euclid ended when Anaxarchus

thus replied : I might attribute to Democritus the

fame plan that you have afcribed to Ariftotle. I

here fee the numberlefs works which he has pub-

liihed on nature, and the different parts of the uni-

verie; on animals, plants, the foul of man, his

fenfes, duties, and virtues; on medicine, anatomy,

agriculture, logic, geometry, aftronomy, geogra-

phy, and, I will add, on mufic and poetry*. I

{hall not fpe^k of that enchanting ftyle by which

he has diffufed graces over the mod abftract fub-

je6ls b
. He is univerfally allowed to merit the

flrft rank among thofe natural philofophers who

have referred effects to caufes. In his writings

we admire a fucceffion of novel ideas, fometimes

too bold, but often happy. You know that, after

the example of Leucippus, his mafter, whofe fyf-

tem he brought to perfection c
, he admitted a va-

cuum, atoms, and vortices ; that he confidered

the moon as another earth, covered with inhabi-

tants'1

; that he thought the milky-way to confift

of a multitude of fmall ftars
e
; that he reduced all

* Plin.lib. 8, cap. 16, t.i. p. 443.
a Diog. Laert. lib. 9, § 46. Fabric. Bibl. Graec. 1. 1. p. 803.
1 CJccr. dt Orat.lib. 1, cap. II, t. i. p. 141.
c Bi-uck. Hift. Philofoph. t. i. p. 1187.
d Plut. de Plac. Philof. lib. 2, cap. 25, t. n. p. 891.
e Ariftot. Meteor, lib. 1, cap. 8, t.i. p. 538. Plut. ibid,

p. 893.
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our fenfes to that of feeling f
; and that he conftantly

denied that colours and other fenfible qualities were

inherent in bodiess.

Some of thefe ideas had before been fuggefted h
,

but he had the merit of adopting and extending

them. He was the firft who conceived others

;

and poflerity may be enabled to determin whe-

ther they were failles of genius or wanderings of

the mind : future ages may perhaps difcover with

certainty what he has only been able to conjecture.

If 1 could fufpect your philofophers of jealoufy, I

fhould fay that, in their works, Plato affects not

to name him, and Ariftotle inceiTandy to attack

him.

Euclid exclaimed againft this cenfure •, and the

queftions already treated were relumed. Sometimes

each combatant fuftained the conteft without a fe-

cond, and fometimes the third had to defend him-

felf againft the attacks of the other two. I fhall

fupprefs the particulars of the difpute, to give the

conclulions 1 drew from it; and explain, in a few

words, the opinions of Ariftotle and Empedocles on

the origin and government of the univerie. I have

already, in another place, given that of Democritus

on the fame fubjedt *.

f Ariftot. de Senf. cap. 4, t. i.49. 669.
« Id. de Anim. lib. 3, cap. -1, t. i. p. 649, Sext* Empir. adr.

Logic, lib. 7, p. 399.
h Ariftot.de Senf. cap. 4, t. i. p. 669.
* See Chap. XXX.

*3
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All the philoibphers, laid Euclid, have taught

that the world was produced ; always to continue,

according to fome •, one day to have an end, as

others affirm ; and, according to a third clafs, to

terminate, and be reproduced, at periodical intervals.

Ariflotle maintains that the world always has been,

and always will exift '. Permit me to interrupt you,

faid Meton. Before Ariflotle, feveral of our Py-

thagoreans, and among others Ocellus of Lucania,

had admitted the eternity of the world k
. I confefs

it, replied Euclid, but Ariflotle has fupported the

opinion by new proofs. I mail confine myfelf to

thofe which he derives from the nature of motion.

If motion, fays he, has had a beginning, it mull:

originally have begun in pre-exifling beings •, which

beings mull either have been produced, or have

exifted from all eternity. In the former cafe they

could not have been produced but by a motion

prior to that which we fuppofe to have been the

rirft : and, in the latter, we mufl fay that thefe be-

ings before they were moved were at reft ; but the

idea of reft always contains in it that of a fufpenfion

of motion, of which it is the privation l
. Motion

therefore is eternal.

Some admit the eternity of matter, and afcribe

an origin to the univerfe. The parts of matter,

» Ariftot. dc Nat. Aufcult. lib. 8, cap. i, t. i. p. 409. Id. de

Crel. lib. I, cap. 10, p. 447.
k Ocell. Lucan. cap. 2.

1 Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 8, cap. 1, t. i. p. 408,

8
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fay they, were agitated without order in chaos till the

moment in which they united to form bodies. We
anfwer, that the motion of thcfe particles muft have

been conformable or contrary to the laws of na-

ture m , fince it is impoflible we mould conceive any

other. If it was conformable to thole laws, the

world muft: always have exifted ; and if it was

contrary to them, it never could have had a being :

for, in the former cafe, the particles of matter

would of themielvcs have afiumed, from all eterni-

ty, that arrangement which they ftill preferve •, and

in the latter they never could have fallen into it,

fince amotion contrary to nature muft feparate and

deftroy, and cannot unite and conftru£t n
; And

how is it poflible to conceive that irregular motions

fhould have been able to compofe fuch fubftances

as the bones, flelh, and other parts of the human

body ?

We perceive, throughout nature, a fucceffion

of moving forces, which acting one upon the other

produce a continuity of caufes and effects. Thus

the ftone is moved by the ftaff- , the ftaff by the

arm, the arm by the will, &c. As the feries of

theie forces cannot be continued to infinity q
, it

muft end in fome moving powers, or rather in one

m Ariftot. de Cocl. lib. 3, cap. 2, t. i. p. 475.
B Id. ibid. lib. I, cap. 2, t. i. p. 433."
• Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 2, p. 47$.
P Id. do Nat. Aulcult. lib. 8, cap. 5, t.i. p. 415.
' Id. ibid. Id. Mctapli. lib. 14, cap. 8, t. ii. p. iooj»;

X 4
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fingle moving power, the exigence of which has

been from all eternity, and of neceffity r
. This

power is the firft and moil excellent of beings ; it is

God himfelf, intelligent, immutable, indivifible,

and unextended 5
, who refides beyond the bounda-

ries of the world, and there enjoys ineffable blifs in

the contemplation of himfelf :
.

As his power is ever in action, he communicates,

and will uninterruptedly communicate, motion to

the primum mobile", to the celeftial fphere in

which are the fixed ftars. He has communicated

it from all eternity; and, in fad, what power could

have enchained his arm, or fhall hereafter be able to

confine it ? Why fhould motion have begun at

one epocha rather than another, or why mould it

one day ceafe
x

?

The motion of the primum mobile communicates

itfelf to the inferior fpheres, and caufes them to

revolve diurnally from eaft to weft; but each of

them has befides one or feveral motions, directed

by eternal and immaterial fubftancesr.

r Arittot. Metaph. lib. 4, cap. 8, p. 882, E; lib. 14, cap. 7,

t. ii. p. 1000, D.
s Id. cle Nat. Aufcult. lib. 8, cap. 6 et 7, t. i. p. 418; cap. 15,

p. 430. id. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 7 et 8, t. ii. p. 1001.
1 Id. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 9, t. ii. p. 1004. Id. de Mor.

lib. 10, cap. 8, t. ii. p. 139, E. Id. Magn. Mor. lib. 2, cap. 15,

P- J 93-
u Id. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 6, p. 999 ; cap. 7, t, n. p. 1001.

Id. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 8, cap. 15, t. i. p. 43c.
* Id. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 8, cap. 1, p. 409 et 410.
T Id. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 8, t. ii. p. IC02. Bruck. t. i.

p. 831.
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Thefe fecondary agents are fubordinate to the

firlt mover*, nearly in the fame manner as in an

army the officers are to the general*. This opinion

is not novel. According- to ancient traditions

the Divinity pervades all nature; and though thefc

traditions may have been disfigured by monftrous

fables, they {till clearly preferve the remains of the

true doctrine b
.

The primum mobile being put in motion by the

immediate action of the firit mover, an action ever

fimple and ever the fame, experiences no change,

and is incapable of generation or corruption c
.

It is in this conitant and tranquil uniformity that

the attribute of immortality is efpecially refplen-

dent.

The fame is true of the inferior fpheres; but the

diverfuy of their motions produces on the earth,

and in the fublunary region, continual changes,

fuch as the diiTolution and reproduction of bodies'*.

Euclid, after having endeavoured to demon-

flrate the connection of thefe effects with the caufes

which he had afligned to them, continued as fol-

lows :

The excellence and beauty of the univerfe con-

fift in the order and regularity by which it i*

* Ariftot. de Gener. lib. 2, cap. ic, t. i. p. 525.
* Id. Metapli. lib. 14, cap. 10, t. ii. p. 1C04,
b Id. ibid. cap. 8, t. ii. p. 100?, D.
* Id. de Gener. lib. 2, cap. io, t. i. p. 524.
* Id. ibid, etlib. 2, cap. xo, p. 525.

5
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perpetuated i a regularity which mines more con-

fpicuoufly in the heavens than on the earth f
, and

to which all beings more or lefs directly tend. As,

in a well-regulated family s, the free-men, flaves,

and beads of burden, all concur to the maintenance

of the little community with more or lefs zeal or

iuccefs according as they are more or lefs removed

from the perfon of the mailer j in like manner, in

the general fyftem of things, all efforts are directed

to the prefervation of the whole with more prompti-

tude and concert in the heavens, where the in-

fluence of the firft mover more immediately acts

;

but with greater negligence and confufion in the

fublunary regions, becaufe they are more remote

from his eye h
.

From this univerfal tendency of all beings to the

iame purpofe, it refults that nature, far from giving

birth to any thing ufelefs, ever feeks to produce what

is the bed poflible ', and propofes to herfelf an end

in all her operations k
.

At thefe words, the two ftrangers exclaimed, at

the fame time, But why recur to final caufes ? And

e Ariftot. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 10, t. ii. p. 1604.
f Id. de Part. Anim. lib. 1, cap. 1, t. i. p. 970, A.
2 Id. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 10, t. ii. p. 1005.
h Id. de Gener. lib. 2, cap. 10, t. i. p. 524. Id. de Part*

Anim. lib. 1, cap. 1, t. i. p. 970.
1 Id. de Coel. lib. 2, cap. 5, t. i. p. 458; cap. 1 1, p. 463. Id.

de Gener. ibid. p. 525.
k Id. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. 8, t.i. p. 336. Id. de Anim,

Inceffc cap, 2, p, 734.
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"who has told you that nature has chofen that which

is bed adapted to each fpecies of beings ? It rains

on our fields ; but is it to fertilize them ? Certainly

not. It is only becaufe the vapours, attracted by

the fun, and condenfed by the cold, acquire by

their union a heavinefs which compels them to

defcend upon the earth. They are accidentally

the caufe of the growth of our corn, and rot it

when heaped up in the barn. It is by accident

that we have fome teeth convenient for the fepa-

rating, and others proper for the maftication, of

our food 1
. In the origin of things, added Meton,

when chance produced the firft rude fketch.es of

animals, it formed heads which were not affixed to

necks m . Soon after men appeared with the heads

of bulls, and bulls with human faces". Thefe

facts are confirmed by tradition, which immedi-

ately after the difentanglement of chaos, places the

birth of giants, bodies provided with a great num-

ber of arms, and men who had but one eye".

Thefe races perifhed from fome defect in their

conformation, while others have remained. In-

(lead of faying, as Ihould have been faid, ihat the

latter were better organifed, it has been imagined

1 Ariftot. de Nat. Auicnk. lib. 2, cap. S, t. i.p. 336.
m Emped. ap. Arillot. d<? Anim. lib. 3, cap. 7, t. i. p. 654.;

Id. de Cod. lib. 3, cap. 2, t. i. p. 476.
» Id. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. S, t. i. p. 336. Tint. adv.

Colot. t. ii. p. 1 123. jElian. Hilt. Anim. lib. 16, cap. 29.
• Hem. Hdiod. JEichyl. ap. Strab. lib. I, p. 43 ; lib. 7,

p. 299.
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that there is a proper adaptation of their organs to

their pretended end.

Scarcely any one of the philofophers, replied

Euclid, has admitted what is called chance or for-

tune as a principle p
. Thefe vaguo words have

only been employed to explain effects which have

not been foreieen, or thole which proceed from

remote, or hitherto unknown caufes q
. Properly

fpeaking, fortune and chance produce nothing of

themfelves; and if, in conformity to cuftomary lan-

guage, we admit them as accidental caufes, we do

not the lefs confider intelligence and nature as the

primary caufes r
.

You are not ignorant, faid Anaxarchus, that

the word nature has feveral acceptations: in what

ienfe do you now employ it ? I underftand by this

word, replied Euclid, the principle of motion

which is felf-exillent in the elements of fire, air,

earth, and water 5
. Its action is ever uniform in

the heavens, but frequently refilled by obitacles in

the fublunary region. For example, the natural

property of fire is to afcend, yet a foreign force

frequently obliges it to take an oppofite direction 1
.

Thus, with refpect to this lower region, nature is

9 Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. 4, t. i. p. 332.
* Id. ibid. cap'. 5, p. 333.
r Id. ibid. cap. 6, p. 335.
* Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 1, p. 327 ; lib. 3, cap. I, p. 339.
* Id. de Gener. lib. 2, cap, 6, t. i. p. 52 l.
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not only the principle of motion, bat alfo accident-

ally of reft and change u
.

Nature prefents us with regular and conftant

revolutions, and effects that are invariable, or al-

moft always the fame. Suffer me to call your at-

tention only to the latter, and afk you whether it

is poifible you fhould confider them as fortuitous*.

Without enlarging on the admirable order which

is confpicuous in the fuperior fpheres, I will con-

tent myfelf with afking you whether it is by chance

that rain is conftantly more frequent in winter

than in fummer, and the heat more powerful in

fummer than in winter y
. Call your eyes on plants,

and principally on animals, in which nature dis-

plays herfelf in characters moft diftinct. Though

the latter act without enquiry and deliberation,

their actions neverthdefs are fo adapted to the

purpofe intended, that it has been doubted whether

fpiders and ants are not endowed with underftand-

ing. But if the iwallow has a defign in building

her neft, and the fpider in weaving her web ; if

plants are covered with leaves to defend their

fruits-, and if their roots, initead of rifing into the

air, make their way downwards into the earth, to

imbibe its nourifhing juices; (hall we not be com-

pelled to acknowledge that the final cauie is clearly

» Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. I, t. i. p. 327.
* Id. ibid. cap. 5, p. 333.
y Id. ibid. cap. 8, p. 336 ct 337.
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demonftrated in thefe effects, conflantly repeated in

the fame manner 2
?

Art fometimes fails to attain its end, even when

it employs reflection, and fometimes attains it

without i but it is not the lefs true that it always

has an end in view. The fame may be laid of

nature. On the one hand obftacles impede her

operations, and monfters are her failures 3
. On

the other, by compelling creatures incapable of re-

flection to produce other creatures like themfelves,

fhe conducts them to the end fhe has propofed in

her works. And what is this end ? The perpe-

tuating of the fpecies. What is the greatefr. good

of thefe fpecies ? Their exiftence and preferva-

tion b
.

While Euclid thus explained the ideas of Ari-

ftotle, Anaxarchus and Meton forced him to make

confefiions which they foon after employed againft

him.

You acknowledge, faid they, a God, a firfl

mover, whofe immediate action eternally main-

tains order in the heavens •, but you do not inform

us how far his influence extends on earth. When
prefTed by our objections, ycu have at Aril affirmed

that heaven and nature are dependant on him c
.

You have afterwards faid, with reflriction, that all

z Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. 8, p. 336 ct 337.
a Id. ibid, p 337.
'' lcl.de Gener. lib. 2, cap. 10, p. 525, B.
* Id. Mctaph. lib. 14, cap. 7, t. ii. p. 1000, E,
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motion is rn fome manner fubordinate to him d
; that

he appears to be the caufe and principle of all

things c
-, that he appears to extend his care to hu-

man affairs f
. You have afterwards added, that

in the univerfe he can only behold himfelf, for

that the fight of guilt and diforder would be a

pollution to his eyes s
; that he can neither be the

author of the prolperity of the wicked, nor of the

misfortunes of the good'1
. Why all thefe doubts

and reftrictions ? Explain yourfelf openly. Does

the Divine Being extend his providence to man-

kind r

In the fame manner, replied Euclid, that the

matter of a family extends his care to the lowed:

of his Oaves'. The regulations he has eftablifhed

for the general benefit of his houfe, and not their

particular advantage, fubfift the fame, though they

frequently offend againft them. He dilrcgards

their difienfions, and the vices infeparable from

their nature. If their number is reduced by fick-

nels, or if they deftroy each other, they are foon

replaced. Thus, in the little corner of the uni-

verfe in which men refide, order is maintained

by the general impulfe of the will of the Supreme

J Ariftot. de Gener. lib. 2, cap. 10, t. i. p. 525, E.
c Id. Metaph. lib. I, cap. 2, p. 841, D.
f Id. de Mor. lib. IC, cap. 9, t. ii. p. 140, E.
s Id. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 9, t. ii. p. 1004. Du Val. Synopf.

Analyt. ibid. p. 1 22.
h Ariftot. Magn. Mor. lib. 2, cap. 8, t. ii. p. 185, A.
» Id. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 10, t. ii. p. 1004.
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Being. The revolutions which this globe expe-

riences, and the evils which afflict human nature,

obftruct not the progrefs of the univerfe; the earth

ftlll endures ; generations fucceed generations ; and

the great object of the firft mover is fulfilled k
.

You muft excufe me, faid Euclid, if I do not

enter more circumflantially into the queftion.

—

Ariftotle has not yet explained this fubject, and

perhaps he will entirely omit it ; for he is more

attentive to the principles of phyfics than to thofe

of theology 1
. I am not even certain that I have

properly underitood his ideas ; and the explanation

of an opinion with which we are only acquainted

by fhort converfations, without fuccefilon or con-

nection, too often refembles thofe works which are

disfigured by the inattention or ignorance of the

copyifts.

Euclid was now filent, and Meton fpoke as fol-

lows : Empedocles rendered his country illuftrious

by his laws m, and extended and embellilhed phi-

lofophy by his writing. His poem on Nature",

and all his works in verfe, abound in beauties

which Homer himfelf might have owned". I

grant, neverthelefs, that his metaphors, however

happy they may be, are injurious to the precifion

k AnTcot. deGener. lib. 2, cap. 10, t. i. p. 525.
1 Procl. in Tim. p. 90.

Diojr. Laert. lib. 8, ( 66.
B Id. ibid. § 77.
• Id. ibid, $57.

Of
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af his ideas, and fometimes only ferve to cad a

Jplendid veil over the operations of nature p
. As

to his opinions, he followed Pythagoras, not with

the blind deference of a common foldier, but with

the noble audacity of the leader of a party, and

with the independence of a man who would rather

have chofen to be ;i private individual ;n a free city

than to rule ovc; fl \ ,
<J

. Though he principally

directed his attention to the phenomena of nature,

he has neverthelds explained his opinion on firft

caufes.

In this world, which is only a fmcll portion of

the whole, and beyond which there is neither mo-

tion nor life
1

', we diftinguifli two principles; tie

one active, which is Go/, and the other paffive,

which is matter %

God, who is the fupreme intelligence and the

fource or truth, can only be conceived by the

mind r
. Matter was only an affemblag.* of fubtle,

fimilar, round, and immoveable parts", pofleffing

efientially two 1 : ;, which we mall defign by

the names of love and hatred, deftined the one to

r Aviftot. MeWot. lib. z. cap
j

t. i. p. ,-rc.

1 Xanth. et Aiiftot. ap. Diog. Laert. lib. S, § 6$.
r Plut. de P'iac. Philof. lib. I, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 879. Stab.

j£clo£, Phyf. l'h. 1, p. 52.
* Bruck. HiR. Philof. r. I. p. 1112,
1 Orat ap Stub. Ecli g. Phyf. p, 1 et 4.
» Plut. de Viae. Ph lof. lib. I, cap. 13 'et 17, p. S83. Stob.

Eclog. Phyf. lib. 1. p. 33.

Vol. V. Y
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unite, and the other to feparate thefe parts*. To
form the world, God only bellowed activity on thefe

two moving forces, till then enchained. Imme-

diately they exerted their powers, and the chaos

was violently agitated by all the fury of hatred and

love. In its bofom, upturned from its immenfe

abyfTes, torrents of matter impetuoufly rolled, and

darned againft each other. The fimilar parts, by

turns attracted and repulfed, at length united and

formed the four elements?', which, after new con-

flicts, produced deformed natures and monftrous

beings*, that were afterwards fucceeded by bodies

of more perfect organization.

Thus the world arofe out of chaos, and thus

Shall it again return into itj for whatever is com-

,
pofed has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

Evety part is in motion and exifts, while love

makes one fingle thing of many, and hatred many

things from one 3
: but the whole is flopped and

diffolved when thefe two contrary principles are

no longer in equilibrium. Thefe reciprocal tran-

fitions from motion to reft, from the exiftence of

bodies to their difTolution, return at periodical in-

tervals 1*.

* Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult.lib. i, cap. 6, t. i. p. 322. Id.

Metajjl^ lib. 1, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 844.
T Brack, t. i. p. 11 15. Mofhem. in Cudw. cap. I, § 13, t. 1*.

p, 24 et 210.
1 Ariftot. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. 8, t. i. p. 336.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 8, cap. I, t. i. p. 408.
» Id. ibid. lib. 1, cap. 5, t.i. p. 319; lib. 8, cap I, p. 409.

Id. dc Coel, lib. 1, cap. 10, t. i. p. 447.
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Gods and genii in the heavens
, particular fouls

in animals and plr.nts, and a univerfal foul which

pervades the world d
, maintain in all things motion

and life. Thefe intelligences, the eflence of which

is a mod pure and fubJe lire, are fubordinate to

the Supreme Being, as a chorus of muficians is to

its coryphasu*, or an army to its general c
; but, as

they emanate from that being, the fchool of Py-

thagoras gives to them the name of divine fub-

ftances f
-, and hence t':e expreffions common with

thofe philofophers : That the fage is a gods; that

the Divine Being is the fpirit and foul of the

world h
; that he penetrates, incorporates with, and

vivifies matter"'. We muft beware, however, that

we do not hence conclude that the Divine Nature

is feparated into an infinity of parts. God is per-

fect unity
k

: he communicates himfelf, but he is

not divided.

He refides in the moil exalted region of the

heavens. The inferior gods, the minifters of his

« Diog. Laert. lib. 8, § 32. Pythag. Aur. Carm. v. 3.

Hierocl. ibid. p. 16. Plut.dc Placit. Philofoph. lib. 1, cap. 8,

t. ii. p. 882.
d Bruck. t. i. p. 11 13.
e Onat. ap. Stob. Eclog. Phyf. p. 4. Plut. ibid. p. 1.

f Onat. ibid. p. 5.

% Pythag. Aur. Carm. v. ultim. Diog. Laert. lib. 8, § 62:

Bruck. p. 1 107.
h Onat. ibid. p. 4.
1 Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. I, cap. II, t. ii. p. 405. IJ.de

Benect. cap. 2 1 , t. iii. p. 319.
k Beaufobi Hiit.du Manich. liv. 5, t. ii. p. 170.

Y2
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will, prefide in the ftars-, the genii on the earth,

and in the fpace by which it is immediately fur-

rounded. In the fpheres neareft to his abode, all

is good and all is order, becaufe the moft perfect

beings have been placed near his throne, and are

implicitly obedient to the deftiny, I mean the

laws, which he has himfelf eftablifhed
1

. Diforder

begins to be perceived in the intermediary fpaces;

and evil gains an entire afcendancy over good m in

the fublunary region, becaufe there are depofited

the fediment and dregs of all thofe fubftancea

which the multiplied ftruggles of hatred and love

have been unable to bring to their perfection n
.

Here four principal caufes influence our actions j

God, our will, deftiny, and fortune . God, be-

caufe he extends his care to us r
; our will, becaufe

we deliberate before we act ; and deftiny and for-

tune', becaufe our projects are frequently over-

thrown by events conformable, or apparently con-

trary, to eftablifhed laws.

We have two fouls, the one fenfitive, grofs, cor-

ruptible and perifhable, which is compofed of the

four elements-, and the other intelligent, indiflb-

luble, and which is an emanation from the Deity

i Bruck. Hilt. Phil. t. i. p. 1084.
m Ocell. Lucan. cap. 2.

11 Anonym, ap. Phot. p. 13 16.

• Id. Ibid. Bruck. ibid.

r Diog. Laert. lib. 8, § 27. Amnion, ap. Bruck, t. i. p. 1 1 15.

1 Ariitot. de Nat. Aufcult: lib. 2, cap. 4, t. i. p. 332, S:c.J

Anonym, ap. Phot, p, 1317.
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himfelf r
. I mall only fpeak of the latter, which

eftablifhes the moft intimate relation between ns

and the gods, the genii, animals plants, and all

beings the fouls of which have a common origin

with ours 5
. Thus all animated nature is only

one fingle family, of which God is the head.

On this affinity is founded the doctrine of the

metempfychofis, a doctrine which we have bor-

rowed from the Egyptians c

, which fome admit

with different modifications, and with which Em-
pedocles has believed he might be permitted to

intermin le the fictions that adorn poetry.

This opinion fuppofes the fall, punifhment, and

reftoration of fouls". Their number is limited*;

their deftiny to live happy in fome one of the

planets. If they become polluted with guilt, they

are exiled to the earth. Then, condemned to be

enveloped with grofs matter, they pais continually

from one body to another, fuffering the calamities

annexed to all the conditions of life, unable to en-

dure their new ftate, and fo miferable as to have

forgotten their primitive dignity''. When death

has broken the bonds by which they were en-

r Bruck. t. i. p. hi y.
s Id. ibid. p. i uS.
' Herodot. lib. z, cap. 123.
u Bruck. t. i. p. IC91. Mofliem. in Cudvv. cap. I, § 31,

p. 64.
* Bruck. ibid. p. 1092.
y Pint, dc Exil. t. ii. p. 607. Id. de Efu. Cam. p. 996.

Stob. Eclog. Phyf. p. 112. Bruck. t. i. p. 1 1 18.
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chained to matter, one of tie celeflial genii takes

charge of them, ani conducts to the infernal

fhades, and delivers over for a time to the furies,

thole who have been defiled with atrocious crimes *
•,

but tranfports to the ftars thofe who have walked

in the way of juftice. But often the immutable

decrees of the gods fubject both to the mod rigor^

ous trials. Their exile and their peregrinations

endure for thou lands of years a
, and only end when,

by a more regular conduct, they have merited to

rejoin their author, and to partake, in fome mea-

fure, with him of the honours of divinity b
.

Empedocks thus defcribes the torments which

he himfelf pretended to have fuffered. " I have

appeared fucceflively under the form of a young

man, a maiden, a plant, a bird, and a fifh c
. In

one of the.e transmigrations, I for fome time wan-

dered like an airy phantom in the expanfe of the

heavens. But fuddenly I was feveral times preci-

pitated into the fea, thrown again upon the land,

hurled into the fun, and again repelled into vor-

tices of air d
. An object of abhorrence to myfelf

and other beings, all the elements rejected me as

* Diog. Laert. lib. 8, § 31. Bruck. t. i. p. 1092.
* Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 123. Emped. ap. l'lut. de Exil. t. ii<

p. 607.
b Hierocl. Aur. Carm. v. ult. Bruck. t. 1. p. 1094.
* Diog. Laert. lib. 8, $ 77. Anthol. Lb. I, p. 137. iEiian,

Je Animal, lib. 12, cap. 7,

i Emped. ap. Plut. dc vit. iEre. alien, t. ii. p. 830,
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a flave who had abfconded from the eye of his

matter e
.

Meton, as he concluded, obferved that the

greater part of thefe ideas were common to the

d.fciples of Pythagoras, but that Empedocles was

the hrlt who had imagined the alternate deftruc-

tion and reproduction of ihe world, taught that

the four elements were the principles ot things f
,

and pat thefe elements in acton by the ailiftance

of love and hatred.

You will now admit, faid Anaxarchus to me,

with a fmile, that Democritus had reafon to fay

that truth is concealed in a pit of immenfe depth *.

And you will alfo admit, anfwerea I, that me
would be much aftonimed were (lie to come again

upon the earth, efpecially in Greece. She would

foon leave us once more, replied Euclid ; we fhould

miflake her for erro".

The preceding iyfter.s relate to the origin of

the world. Philolophcrs are not lefs divvied con-

cerning the ftate of our globe after its formation,

and the revolutions which it has undergone to the

prefent time. It was long fubmerged, laid Anax-

archus, beneath the waters of the ocean •, the heat

cf the fun caufed a part of them to evaporate- and

e Emped. ap. Plut. de Exil. t. ii. p. Co-.
{ Aritlot. Metaph. lib. i, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 845.
I Ciccrt Quae It, Acad. lib. 1, cap. L2, t. ii. p. 75,

Y4
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the earth appeared h
. From the mud which re«

mained on its furface, and in which the fame heat

excited a fermentation, the different fpecies of

plants and animals derived their origin. We ftill

fee a remarkable example of this in Egypt, where,

after the inundation of the Nile, the mud and

flime depofited on the fields produce an infinite

number of fmall animals '. I doubt the fact, faid

I. I have been told the fame ftory in the The-

bais ; but I was never able to fatisfy myfelf of its

truth by my own obfervation. We fhould make

no difficulty to admit it, anfwered Euclid, fince

we attribute no other origin to certain fpecies of

fifh than the mud and fand of the fea k
,

Anaxarchus continued : I have faid that, in a

feries of ages, the quantity of the waters which

covered the earth was diminiihed by the action of

the fun. The fame caufe continually fubfifting,

a time myft arrive when the fea fhall be totally

exhaufted '. I feem, in fact, replied Euclid, to

hear iEfop relating to his pilot the following fable

:

Charybdis has twice opened his enormous mouth,

and twice the waters which covered the earth have

rufhed into his bowels ; the firft time the moun-

tains appeared, the fecond the iflands, and at the

h Ariflot. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 1, t. i. p. 549. Anaxim. ap,

Plufc de Plac. Philof. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 896.
" Diod. Sic. lib. 1, p. 7 et S.

t Arillot. Hill. Animal, lib. 6, cap. 15, t. i. p, 871.
J Dcmocr. ap, Ariilot, Meteor, lib* 2

3
cap. 3, t. i. p. 554*
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third the ocean mall difappear m . Is it poflible

that Democritus fhould have b^en ignorant that,

though an immenfe quantity of vapours are railed

b) the heat of the fun, they are foon converted

into rain, fall again upon the earth, and rapidly

haiten to reftore to the lea the water it had lolt
n
?

Can you deny, faid Anaxarchu •, that fields now

laden with harvefts were formerly hidden beneath

the waters ? But fince the (cj. has been forced to

abandon them, it mull be diminifhed in quantity.

If in certain places, anfwered Euclid, the land has

gained onthefea, in others the fea has gained on

the land \

Anaxarchus was preparing to reply, but I in-

terrupted him. I now, faid I to Euclid, under-

{land why fhclls a^e found in mountains and in

the bowels of the earth, and why we find petrified

fifli in the quarries of Syracufe p
. The fea has a

flow and regular progrefs, by which it proceeds

over all the regions of our globe: it will one day,

po doubt, overwhelm Athens, Lacedremon, and

the greateft cities of Greece. If this idea is not

very flattering to the nations which afpire to eter-

nal celebrity, it at leaft reminds us of thofe afto-

nifhing revolutions of the heavenly bodies con-

cerning which I have heard the Egyptian priefts

m Democr. ap. Ariftot. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 3, t. i. p. 554, j

n An tot. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 2, p. 552.
• Id, ibid. lib. i,cap. 14, p. ^46 ct 548.
P Xcnophan. ap. Origcn. Philofoph, cap. 14, t. i, p. 893,
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difcourfe. Has it been poffible to fix the period

of thofe of the lea ?

Your imagination grows heated, replied Euclid
j

be more calm. The fea and continent, according to

us, are like two great empires, which never change

their place, though they frequently difpute the

poffeflion of fome fmall frontier countries. Some-

times the fea is forced to retire by the mud and fand

which the rivers bring down into it, and fometimes

it drives them back by the action of its waves and

other caufes. In Acarnania, in the plain of Ilion,

near Ephefus and the Maeander, the accumulations

of earth at the mouths of rivers have added greatly

to the land*.

When I crofted the Palus Maeotis, anfwered I,

I was informed that the mud and (lime depofited

continually by the Tanais had fo raifed the bottom

of the lake, thatj for fome years pail, the velTels in-

tended for the trade of that fea were built fmaller

than they formerly were 1

", I can adduce a Hill

more remarkable example, replied Euclid : all

that part of Egypt which expends, from north to

fouth, from the lea to the Thebais, is the work

and a gift of the Nile. This whole country in

ancient times was a gulf which extended in a di-

1 Herodot. lib. 2, ca;x 10. Strab. lib. I, p.58; lib. 13,

p. 595 et J98. Diod. Sic. 1 b. t, p. 37.
' Ariilot. Meteor, lib. I, cap. 14, t. i. p. 549. Polyb. lib. 4.

p. 308.
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reclion almoft parallel to that of the Red Sea s
•, but

the Nile has filled it up with the beds of (lime

which it annually dcpofits. The fact is proved

not only by the traditions of the Egyptians, the

nature of the foil, the (hells found in the moun-

tains fituated above Memphis r *
; but alio by an

obiervation which mev\s that, notvvithfianding its

actual rife, the foil of Egypt has not yet attained

to the level of the neighbouring countries. Se-

foitris, Ncco>, Danus, and other princes, having

endeavoured to cut canals of communication be-

tween the Red Sea and the Nile, perceived that

tjic furface of that lea was higher than the land of

Egypt".

While the lea fuffers fome part of its dominions

to be wrefted fro n it, on its frontiers, it indemni-

fies i til If for the lol's by encroachments on t!:e land

in other places. Its continual efforts open to it a

paflage through parts of the land which it filently

but inceflantly corrodes. The fea, according to

» Herodot. lib. 2, cap II. Arillot. Meteor, lib. i, p. 54S.

Strab. lib. 1, p. 50; lib. 12, p. 546. Ephor. ap. Diod. Sic.

lib. I, p. 37. Piod. lib. 3, p. 144.
* Herodot. lib. :, cap. i-.

* The ancients believed that a preat part of Egypt was the

work of the Nile : the moderns are divided on tins queltion.

(See Bochard. Geogr. Sacr. lib. 4, cap, 24, col. 261. Frer. Man.
de l'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xvi. p. 333. Wood's Eflay on the

original Genius of Hon er, p. 103, &c. <xc.)

u Herodot. lib. :, cap. :j8. Arillot. Meteor, lib 1, cap. 14,

t, i. p. 548. Diod. Sic. lib. I, p. 29.
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every appearance, has feparated Sicily from Italy*,

Eubcea from Boeotia>', and a number of other

iflands from the neighbouring continent. Exten-

five countries have been fwallowed up by a fudden

irruption of its waves. Thefe terrifying revolu-

tions have not been defcribed by our hiilorians,

becaufe hi {lory only extends to a few moments of

the life of nations •, but they have fometimes left

indelible traces in the memory of a people.

If we journey into Samothrace, we ftiall be in-

formed that the waters of the Pontus Euxinus,

long inclofed in a bafon fhut in on all fides, and

jnceffantly increafed by the rivers of Europe and

Ana, forced open the paffages of the Bofphorus

and the Hellefpont, and, impetuoully rufhing into

the yEgean fea, extended its limits at the expence

of the furroundiny; mores. Feftivals inftituted in

the ifhnd ftill preferve the memory of the cala-

mity with which the inhabitants were threatened,

and from which they were preferved by the provi-

dence of the gods z
. If we confuit mythology, we

fhall be told that Hercules, whofe labours have

been confounded with thole of Nature, feparated

Europe from Africa. Is it not meant, by this

fable, that the Atlantic ocean deftroyed the ifthmus

which united thefe two parts of the earth, and

* JEfchyL an. Strab, lib, 6, p. 258. Mem. de I'Acad, des B?U.
Jit-itr. t. Kxxvil. p. 66.

y Strab. lib. 1, p. 6c.

» Diyd, Sic, lib. 5, p. 323,
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opened to jtfelf a communication with the Medi-
terranean Tea a

?

Other caufes have multiplied thefe calamitous

and wonderful effects. Beyond the flrait of which

I havejufl: fpoken, there exifted, according to an-

cient traditions, an ifland as large as Afia and

Africa, which with all its wretched inhabitants was

fwallowed up by an earthquake in the unfathom-

able gulfs of the Atlantic ocean b
. How many-

countries have been deluged by the waters of

Heaven ! How often have'impetuous winds covered

fertile plains with mountains of fand ! The air,

water, and fire feem to have confpired againft the

earth. Yet thefe terrible cataitrophes, which

menace the whole world with impending ruin,

affect only fome points of the furface of a globe

which is itfelf but as a point in the univerfe c
.

We have feen above that the fea and land fcize,

by right of conqueft, on the domains of each other,

and by confequence at the expence of unhappy

mortals. The waters which flow over, or remain

ftagnant on, the earth, do not produce lefs altera-

tions on its furface. Not to mention the rivers

which by turns carry plenty or clelblation through

a country, we mud obferve that, at different pe-

riods, the fame land is furcharged, fufficiently

a Strat.ap. Strab. lib. I, p. 49. Piin.lib. 3, cap. i,t.i. p. 135.
b Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 25 ; in Crit. p. 112, &c.
c Ariilot. Meteor, lib. 1, cap. 14, t. i. p. 548.
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fupplicd with, or abfolurely deprived of the water

neceflary to fertilife it. At the time of the Trojafi

war the environs of Argos were a marfhy ground,

with but few inhabitants to cultivate it ; while the

territory of Mycenas, abounding in all the prin-

ciples of vegetation, produced luxuriant harvefts,

and was extremely populous. But the heat of

the fun having, during eight centuries, abforbed

the fuperfluous humidity of the former of thefe

diftricts, and the moifture neceflary to the fecun-

dity of the latter, has rendered fterile the fields of

Mycens, and bellowed fertility on thofe of

Argos d »

"What nature has here effected on a fmall fcale,

fhe has operated on a larger over the whole earth,

which fhe has inceflantly deprived, by the action

of the fun, of the juices that fertilife it. But as they

muft thus ac length be totally exhaufled, fhe caufes,

from time to time, deluges which, like fevere win-

ters, quickly repair the IofTes that certain regions

have fuffered during a long fucceflion of ages e
.

This hypothefis is confirmed by the annals of

our hiflory, in which we find men, who had no

doubt efcaped from the wreck of their nation,

erect their dwellings on eminences f
, conftruct

mounds, and give a courfe to the waters which

d ArJitot Meteor, lib. I, cap. 14. t. i. p. 547.
e Id. ibid. p. 548.
1 Id. ibid. p. 547, Plat. ap. Strab. lib. 13, p. 592.

7
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had rema'ned ftagnant on the plains. Thus, in

the moft ancient times, a king of Lacedremon

collected in one channel the waters with which

Laconia was covered, and farmed the river Eu-

rotas s.

From thefe remarks we may prefume that the

Nile, the Tanais, and ail rivers, though they have

been called eternal, were at firft only lakes, formed

in fterile plains by fudden inundations, and after-

wards compelled, by the inJuftry of men or fome

other caufe, to make themfelves a way over the

lands h
. We may alfo prefume that they aban-

doned their channel, when new revolutions forced

them to fpread themfelves over places which are

now dry and defert. Such is, recording to Arif.

totle, the distribution of trie waters which Nature

has bellowed on the different regions of the earth.

But where does me refer ve them before the ma-

nifests them to our eyes, and where has the placed

the origin of fountains and rivers ? She has ducr.

fay fome, immenfc refervoirs in the entrails of the

earth, into which, in a great meafure, the waters

of heaven penetrate, and from whence they flow in

greater or lefs abundance and continuity, accord-

ing to the capacity of the receptacle in which they

are contained 1

. Bur, reply their opponents, what

E Paufan. lib. 3, cap. 1, p. 204.
h Ariftot. Meteor, lib. 1, cap. 14, t i. p. 549.
i Id. ibiJ. cap. 13, t. i. p. 554.
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receptacle could ever be fufficiently fpacious td-

contain that prodigious quantity of water which

the great rivers pour forth during a whole year ?

Though we mould admit fubterranean cavities for

the furpkis of the rains •, yet, as thefe cannot fuffice

for the daily expence of the rivers and fountains,

we mud acknowledge that, at all times, and in

every place, the air, or rather the vapour with

which it is loaded, condenfed by cold, is converted

into water in the bofom of the earth, and on its

furface, as it is changed into rain in the atmo-

fphere. This operation is flill more eafily per-

formed on the mountains, becaufe their fuperficies

arrefls a prodigious quantity of vapours in their

pafiage •, and it is therefore remarked that the

greatefl mountains give birth to the greater!

rivers
k

.

Anaxarchus and Meton having taken leave of

Euclid, I remained, and requefled him to commu-

nicate to me fome of his ideas on that part of

phyfics wrhich particularly confiders the erTence3

properties, and reciprocal action of bodies. This

fcience, replied Euclid, has fome relation to that

of divination. The object of the one is to explain

the intention of Nature in ordinary cafes ; and that

of the other, to interpret the will of the gods by

extraordinary events : but the difcovcries of the

former muft fooner or later detect the impofture

k Ariftot. Meteor, lib. i, cap. 13, t. i. p. 545.

of
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of its rival. A time fhall come when thofe prodi-

gies which alarm the vulgar fhall be claffed among

the ordinary productions of nature, or when the

prefent blindnefs of the multitude mail alone be

confidcred as a kind of prodigy.

The effects of nature being infinitely varied, and.

their caufes infinitely obfeure, natural philofophy

has hitherto only been able to hazard conjectures.

There is perhaps no truth of which it has n<5t had a

glimpfe, nor any abfurdity which it lias not advanced.

It ought therefore at prefent to confine itfelf to ob-

fervations, and refer the conclufions from them to

future ages. Yet, though fcarcely out of its infancy,

it has already manifefied the indifcretion and pre-

emption of a more advanced age •, it runs where it

ought only to creep •, and notwithstanding the rigid

rules which it has prefcribed to itfelf, we every day

fee it erect fyftems on mere probabilities, or on fri-

volous appearances.

I mall not here repeat what the different fchools

have faid on each of the phenomena which are

the objects of our fenfes. If I flop to explain the

theory of the elements, and the application that

has been made of that theory, it is becaufe nothing

appears to me to give a morejuir, idea of the faga-

city of the Greek philofophers. It is of little im-

portance whether their principles were well or ill

founded •, they may perhaps one day be cenfured

Vol.V. Z
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for the inaccuracy of their notions on natural phi-

lofophy, but it will at leaft be acknowledged that they

erred like men of genius.

How was it pofiible rthat the rirft philofophers,

who wifhed to gain a knowledge of the conftituent

principles of fenfible beings, mould flatter them-

felves that they mould be fuccefsful in their en-

quiries ? Art furniihes no means to analyfe thefe

beings. Divifion, how long foever it may be conti-

nued, prefents to the eye or imagination of the ob-

ferver only furfaces more or lefs extended : yet it

feemed apparent, after repeated trials, that there

were in nature two fpecies of bodies, fimple and

compound •, that the latter were only the refult of

the combination of the former ; and, in a word, that

the fimple bodies preferved in the compound the*

fame affections and the fame properties which they

before pofTefTed. The path was then opened, and

it appeared effential firft. to ftudy the nature of Am-

ple bodies. The following are fome obfervations

that have been made on this fubject. I received them;

from Ariftotle.

The earth, water, air and fire are the elements of

all bodies •, thus every body may be refolved into*

fome of thefe elements l

.

The elements, being fimple bodies, cannot be

divided into bodies of another nature j but they

1 Ariflot. dc Cocl. lib. 3, cap. 3, t. i. p. 477.
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mutually generate each other, and are incefTantly

changed one into the other"1
.

Jt is impoflible precifely to afcertain in what

proportion thefe constituent principles are com-

bined in each body ; it is therefore only by conjec-

ture that Empedocles has laid that a bone is com-

pofed of two parts of water, two of earth, and four

of fire
n

. <

We are not better acquainted with the form of the

integral parts of the elements •, thofe who have en-

deavoured to determine this queftion have laboured

without fuccefs. To explain the properties of fire,

fome have faid that its particles muft be of a pyra-

midal figure, and others that they muft be fpherical.

The folidity of the globe which we inhabit has cauf-

ed the cubical form to be afiigned to the terreftrial

element °.

The elements pofTefs in themfelves a principle

of motion and reft which is inherent in them p
.

—

This principle compels the element of earth to

tend towards the centre of the univerfe, the water

to raifc itlelf above the earth, the air to afcend

above the water, and the fire to mount above the

air q
. Thus pofitive gravity without any mixture

ni An'ftot. de Coel. lib. 3, cap. 4, p. 479. Id. de Gcner. lib. 2,

cap. 10, t. i. p. 52$. Mofheim. in Cudw. t. i. p. 24.
n Ariftot, de Anim. lib. 1 , cap. 7, t. i. p. 627.

Id. dc Cccl. lib. 3, cap. 8, p. 483.
p Id. dc Nat. Aufcult. lib. 2, cap. 1, t. i. p. 327. Id. de Coel,

lib. 1, cap. 2, t. i. p. 4.32.

1 Id. ibid. lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 4S9.

Z 2
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of levity, appertains only to the earth; and pofitive

levity, without any mixture of gravity, only to fire;

the two intermediary elements, air and water, have

with relation to the two extremes only a relative

gravity and levity, fince they are lighter than earth

and heavier than fire. The relative gravity is no

longer perceived when the body which pofieffes it

defcends into a region inferior to its own •, thus the

air lofes its gravity in the water, and the water in the

earth 1".

You are of opinion, then, faid I to Euclid, that

the air is heavy ? It cannot be doubted, anfwered

he; a bladder, when inflated, weighs more than

when it contains no air 5
.

To the four elements are annexed four efTential

properties, cold, heat, drynefs, and humidity. The

two former are a&ive, the two latter paflive 1.—

-

Of thefe each element pofTeffes two : earth is cold

and dry, water cold and moid, air hot and moift,

and fire dry and hot u
. The oppofition of thefe

qualities promotes the defigns of Nature, who al-

ways works by contraries, and therefore are they

the only agents which me employs to produce all

her effects
x

.

r Ariftot. de Ccel. lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 490.
Id. ibid.

1 Id. Meteor, lib. 4, cap. I, t.i. p. 583.
u Id. de Gener. lib. 2, cap. 3, p. 51 6.

x Id. de Nat. Aufcult. lib. I, cap. 6, t. i. p. 321. Plut. adv,-

Col. t. ii. p. in I.
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The elements which have a common property are

eafily changed one into another -, it iuffices for this

to deftroy in either the property by which they dif-

fer >'. Should any external caufe deprive water of

its coldnefs, and communicate warmth to it, it will

be warm and moid, and will then pofTefs the two

characterise properties of air, and will no longer

be diftinguifhable from that clement •, this is effect-

ed by ebullition, which caufes the water to evapo-

rate and afcend into the region of the air. If ano-

ther caufe fhould there deprive it of its heat, and

reftorc to it its natural coldnefs, it will re-affume its

original form, and fall again to the earth 5 which is

the caie when it rains. In like manner, if earth

lofcs its frigidity, it will be changed into fire-, and,

if it be deprived of its drynefs, tranfmuted into

water*.

The elements which have no common quality are

alio reciprocally changed into each other, but thefe

permutations are more rare and flow*.

From thefe obfervations, fupported by facts and

inductions 6
, it will be eafily conceived that com-

pound bodies muit be more or lefs heavy accord-

ing as they contain a greater or lefs number of

particles of the elements which have pofitive or

y Ariftot. de Gener. lib. 2, cap. 4, p. 5 1 7.
z Id. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 4. t. i. p. 558.
a Id. de Geneva!:, lib. 2, cap. 4, t. i. p. 517.
• Id. Meteor, lib. 4, cap. 1, t. i. p. 583.

Z3
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relative gravity . If, of two bodies of an equal

fize, we find that one is heavier than the other, wc

fhall conclude that the terreftrial element predo-

minates in the former, and water or air in the latter.

Water is evaporated by heat, and frozen by

cold ; hence the liquids fubject to the fame viciffi-

tudes will be, in a great meafure, compofed of that

clement d
. Heat dries and hardens the earth, and

thus all bodies on which it acts in the fame manner

will be principally compofed of the terreftrial ele-

ment.

From the nature of the four elements, and their

effential properties, which are heat, cold, drynefsj

and humidity, are derived, not only the gravity and

levity, but alio the denfity and rarity, foftnefs and

hardnefs, fragility, flexibility, and all the other qua-

lities of compound bodies e
. Hence we are able to

account for their continual changes, and to explain

the phenomena of-- heaven, and the productions of

the earth. In the heavens the meteors f
, and in the

bofom of our globe the foffils, metals, &c. are only

the productions of dry exhalations or humid va-

pour:-. 5
.

The following example will mow, in the cleared

c Ariftot. de Coel. Ub. 4, cap. 4, t. i. p. 490.
d

I lib. 4, cap. 10, t. i. p. <<;'7-

« Id. de Part. Anim.lib. 2, cap. 1, t. i. p. 976. Id. Meteor,

lib. 4, cap. 2, 3, &c. t. i. p. 585.
f Id. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 4, p. 55?.

2 Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. b, p. 5^3.
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manner, the ufe which is made of the preceding no-

tions. Natural philofophers were divided concern-

ing the caufe of earthquakes : Democritus, among

ethers, attributed them to abundant rains, which

penetrated the earth, and which on certain occafions

(the vaft refervoirs of water that have been imagined

in the bowels of the globe not being able to con-

tain them) made violent efforts to efcape h
.—

.

Ariflotle, conformably to the principles above in-

culcated, aflerts, on the contrary, that the rain-

water, rarefied by the internal heat of the earth, or

by that of the fun, is converted into a quantity of

air, which, rinding no iffue, (hakes and raifes the

fuper-incumbent ftrata of the globe 1

.

The ancient philofophers wilhed to know how

things had been made, before they endeavoured to

difcover what their actual properties are k
. The

book of Nature was open before their eyes ; but

inftead of reading it, they undertook to comment

on it. After long and ufelefs labours, it was at

length perceived, that, to be acquainted with ani-

mals, plants, and the various productions of

Nature, it was necefTary to ftudy them with un-

wearied afiiduity. The refult has been a body of

obfervations, and a new fcience more curious,

fruitful, and interefting than ancient phyfics. If

h Ariflot. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. ;, t. i. p. 566.
1 Id. ibid. cap. 8.

- Id. de Part. Anim, lib. 1, cap. 1, t. i. p. 967 et 968.

z 4
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a philofopher, afier having long duelled the nature

of animals, fhould wifh to communicate to others

the fruits of his rei'earches, he ought to be able

perfectly to difcharge two effential duties •, rirft,

that of the hiftorian, and afterwards that of the

commentator.

As an hiftorian, he fhould treat of their fize,

fhape, colour, nutriment, difpofition and manners

;

he fhould be able to explain anatomically the ftruc-

ture of their bodies, which fhould be known to

him by means of diffeclion f.

As a commentator, he fhould excite our admi-

ration by explaining the wifdora of Nature m in

the adaptation of their organs to the ufes for which

they were intended, to the element in which each

creature is to live, and to the principle of life by

which it is animated"; and he fhould be able to

point out the fame wife contrivance in the different

fprings which produce motion , and in the means

employed to preferve and perpetuate each fpe-

cies p
.

However limited the fludy of the celefrial and

eternal bodies may be, it more excites our tranf-

ports than that of terreftrial and perifhable fub-

1 Ariftot. de Anim. Incrff. cap. 7, t. i. p. 738. Id. Hift.

Anim. lib. 2, cap. 1 1. t. i. p. 785.
m Id. de Part. Anim. paffim.

n Id. ibid. lib. 1, cap. 5, t. i. p. 976.

Id. de Anim. Inceff. t. i. p. 733.
r Id. dc Gencr. t. i. p. 493.
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fiances. It may be faid that the view of the

heavens makes the fame impreffion on the natural

philosophers as beauty makes on a man who, to

obtain the object of whom he is enamoured, would

willingly conlent to clofe his eyes on the reft of

the world 1
. But if philolbphy, in afcending to

the fuperior regions, aftonifhes us by the lublimity

of her difcoveries, at leaft while flie remains on

earth flie delights us by the profufion of knowledge

which fhe procures us, and which indemnifies us

with interefl for all the toil it may have coil us.

What charms, in fact, does not Nature diffufe

over the labours of the philofopher who, convinced

that fhe does nothing in vain r
, has been able to

difcover the fecret of her operation, who every

where recognizes the imprefs of her greatnefs, and

imitates not the puerile pride of thofe minds who

difdain to call down their eyes upon an infect ?—
Some flrangers coming to confult Heraclitus found

him near an oven where he had taken refuge from

the rigours of the feafon. As they (lopped on the

threfhold of the door, from a kind of fhame, he

cried out to them, " Enter ! the immortal gods do

not difdain to honour thefe places with their pre-

fence." The majeily of Nature in like manner

ennobles the beings which are mod vile in our

* Arillot. de Part. Anim. lib. i,cap. 5, t. i. p. 974.
r Id. dc Cocl. lib. 2, cap. 1

1
, t. i. p. 463. Id. de Anim. InceiT.

cap. 2, t. i. p. 734.

4
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eyes ; every where this common mother ads with

profound wifdom, and by ways which lead with

certainty to the ends fhe has propofed s
.

When we glance over the infinite number of her

productions, we immediately perceive that, to ftudy

them with profit, difcern their relations, and de-

fcribe them with accuracy, it is necefiary to arrange

them in a certain order, and diftribute them firft

into a fmall number of claffes, fuch as thofe of

animals, plants, and minerals. If we afterwards

examine each of thefe claffes, we mail find that

the beings of which they are compofed, having

between themfelves refemblances and differences

more or lefs fenfible, mould be divided and fub-

divided into various fpecies, until we arrive at indi-

viduals.

Scales of this kind would be eafy to form, if it

were pofiible exactly to afcertain the tranfition from

one fpecies to another; but thefe changes being

made in an imperceptible manner c

, we inceilantly

rifk confounding what ought to be diflinguifhed,

and diftingulfhing what is in reality not different.

This is the defect of the methods which have

hitherto been made public"; and in which we fee

with furprife certain birds claffed among aquatic

animals, or in a fpecies equally foreign to their na-

* Ariftot.de Part. Anim.lib. i, cap. 5, t. i. p. 975.
t Id. Hid. Anim. lib. 8, cap. 1, t. i. p. 897.
m Id. de Part. Anim. lib. 1, cap. 2, t. i. p. 97 1 =.
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ture. The authors of thefe fchemcs have been

miftaken in their principle ; they have judged of

the whole by the part. Thus fome, taking wings

for a fpccific difference, have divided all animals

into two great families, the one containing thofe

which have wings, and the other thofe which have

not ; without perceiving that, among individuals of

the fame fpecies, as for example ants, there are

fome which have wings, and others which have

them not*.

The divifion of animals into domeftic and wild,

though adopted by fome naturalifts, is equally de-

fective ; for man, and the animals which he has

been able to tame, do not fpecifkally differ from

the man, the horfe, and the dog that live in the

woods y.

Every divifion, to be exact, ought to eftablifh a

real difference between the objects which it diftin-

gui flies ; and every difference, to be fpecific, ought

to unite in one fingle and fame fpecies all the indi-

viduals which appertain to it*; that is to fay, all

thofe which are abfolutely alike, or which differ

only by more or lefs.

As thefe conditions are very difficult to fulfil %
Ariftotle has conceived a plan which unites all the

advantages, without any of the inconveniencies, of

x Ariftot. de Part. Anim. lib. I, cap. 3, t. i. p. 97 1.

f Id', ibid. p. 972.
7
- Id. ibid. p. 971.
Id. ibid. lib. 1, cap. 4, p. 974.
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the preceding methods. He will explain it in

one of his treatifes b
; and this treadle will certainly

be the work of the man of induftry who omits

nothing, and the man of genius who fees every

thing *.

Among the obfervations with which he will en-

rich his hiftory of animals, there are fome which he

has communicated to me, and which I fhall here re-

peat, that you may know in what manner nature is

at prefent ftudied.

id. Confidering animals with refpect to climate,

it has been found that wild ones are more ferocious

in Afia, ftronger in Europe, and more varied in

the. r forms in Africa, which according to the pro-

verb is ever productive of fome new monfter c
.

—

Thofe which live on the mountains are more mif-

chievous than thofe of the plains d
. I know not,

however, whether this difference proceeds from

the places which they inhabit, or from the defect of

food ; for in Egypt, where feveral kinds of animals

are provided with fuftenance, the mod fierce and

the gentled live quieily together, and the crocodile

licks the hand of the pried who brings him

food c
.

b Ariftot. Hill. Anim. t. i. p. 761.
* M. de Bufibn has extremely well explained this plan in the

Preface to the firft volume of his Natural Hiftory.
c Ariftot. Hift. Animal, lib. 8, cap. 28, t. i. p. 920, A.
d Id. ibid. cap. 20, p. 920, C.
• Id. ibid. lib. 9, cap. 1, p. 923.
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The climate has a powerful influence on their

manners f
. Extreme cold or heat renders them

ferocious and cruel 5
. The winds, waters, and

the alimems on which they fubfift are fometimes

fofficient to produce confiderable differences 13
.

—

The nations of the fouth are timid and abject,

thofe of the north courageous and confident ; but

the former are more enlightened, perhaps becaufe

they are more ancient, perhaps alfo becaufe they

are more foftened and enfeebled -, for, in fact,

men of daring and ardent paffions are rarely tor-

mented with the reftlefs defire of obtaining know-

ledge 1

.

The fame caufe which produces thefe moral dif-

ferences among men, acts alio on their organization.

Among other proofs of this obfervation, it may be

remarked that the colour of the eye is commonly

blue in cold, and black in hot countries k
.

2d. Birds are very fenfible of the rigours of the

feafons 1
. At the approach of winter or of fum-

mer, fome defcend into the plain, or retire to the

mountains •, others depart into dillant countries, to

breathe a more temperate air. Thus, to avoid the

excefs of heat and cold, the Perfian monarch fuc-

f Plat, dc Lepr. lib. £, t. ii. p. 747.
8 Arifh>t. Problem, feet. 14, t. ii. p. 750.
h Plat, de Leg. ibid.

* Arillot. ibid. p. 752.
k Id. ibid. p. 7,- j.

1 Id. Kill. Anim. lib. 8, cap. 12, t. i. p. 908.
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ceffively removes his court to the northern and the

fouthern provinces of his empire m .

The time of the departure and return of birds is

always about the equinoxes. The weakelt lead the

van. They almoft all go together, and as it were

in tribes •, and have fometimes a long journey to

perform before they arrive at the place of their

deitination. The cranes come from Scythia, and

direct their courfe to the marines in Upper Egypt,

and the places where the Nile has its fource, and

where the pygmies are found.—How ! faid I, do

you believe in the exiflence of pygmies ? Are they

(till at war with the cranes, as they were in Ho-
mer's time" ? That war, replied he, is a fiction of

the poet, which will not be adopted by the hiftoriart

of nature *. The pygmies, however, really exift ;

they are a race of men who are very fmall, as are

likewife their horfes ; they are black, and live in:

caves after the manner of the Troglodyte .

The fame caufe, added Euclid, which com-

pels certain birds annually to exchange one coun-

try for another, acts likewife in the depths of the

m Xenoph. Inftit. Cyr. lib. 8, p. 233. Pint, de Exil. t. 11.

p. 604.. /Uhen. lib. 12, p. 513. iElian. de Animal, lib. 3,

cap. 13.
B Homer. Iliad, lib. 3, v. 4.

* Ariftotle has not related tbis fable, though be has been1

accufed of it by fome writers on the authority of the Latin tranf-

lation.

Ariftot. Hift. Animal, lib. 8, cap. 12, p. 907. Herodot.

lib. 2, cap. 32. Nonnos ap. Phot. p. 8. Ctefias ap. eund.

p. 144. Mem. de l'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxviii. p. 306.
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waters p
. At Byzantium we fee, at ftated timc%

feveral fpecies of fifli fometimes afcend towards the

Ponttis Euxinus, and at other feafons dcicend into

the iEgean Sea ; they go in a collective body, like

the birds •, and their route, like human life, is

marked by the fnares which await them in their

pafiage.

Refearches have been made into the duration of

the life of animals •, and it has been thought that,

in many fpecies, the females live longer than the

males. But, without attending to this difference,

we may affirm that dogs commonly live fourteen

or fifteen, and fometimes even twenty years q
>

oxen about the fame time r
; horfes ufually

eighteen or twenty, fometimes thirty, or even fifty
5

;

alles above thirty c *
; camels above fifty "

-f,
and

fometimes even to a hundred * ; elephants, accord-

ing to fome, live two hundred years, and, accord-

ing toothers, three hundred}'. It was anciently

pretended that the flag lived four times the age of

the crow, and the latter nine times the age ot

r Ariftot. Hift. Animal, lib. 8, cap. 13, p. 909.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 6, cap. 20, t. i. p. 878. Buff. Hift. Nat. t. v,

p. 223.
r Ariftot. ibid. cap. 21, p. 879.
* Id. ibid. cap. 22, p. 8S0.
1 Id. ibid. cap. 23, p. 881.

* According to M. de Buffon, affes, like horfes, live 25 or 30
years (Hift. Natur. t. iv. p. 226).

" Arillot. Hift. Anim. lib. 6, cap. 26, p. 882.
-j- According to M. de Buffon, 40 or 50 years (t. ii. p. 239),
* Arid. Hift. Animal, lib. 8, cap. 9, p. 906.
y Id. ibid.
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man*. All that is at prefent certainly known with

refpect to the flag is, that the time of geftation and

the rapid growth of that animal will not permit us

to fuppole that it is very long-lived a
.

Nature fometimes produces exceptions to her

general laws. The Athenians will tell you of a

mule which died at the age of eighty years. At

.

the time the temple of Minerva was built it was fet

at liberty, and releafed from all further labour, on

account of its great age; but it ftill continued to go
before the others, animating them by its example,

and feeking to partake in their toil. The dealers

in the markets were, by a decree of the people,

forbidden to drive it away when it approached

the bafkets of grain or fruits which they expofed to

fale b
.

It has been remarked, as I have faid above, that

nature pafles from one genus or fpecies to anothef

by imperceptible gradations ; and that from man

to the molt infenfible beings all her productions

feem to form one clofely connected feries. Let us

begin with minerals, which conftitute the firft link

of the chain.

I behold only a matter which is pafiive, fterile,

unorganized, and confequently without wants and

z Hefiod. ap. Plut. de Orac. Defect, t. ii. p. 415.
a Ariftot. Hift. Anim. lib. 6, cap. 29, p. 883.
b Id ibid. cap. 24, p. 882. Plin. lib. 8, cap. 44, t. i. p. 470,

Hut. de Solert. Anim. t.ii. p. 970.
• Ariftot. ibid. lib. 8, cap. 1, t. i. p. 897.

without
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without funftions. Prefently I feem to difcern in

certain plants a kind of motion, fome obfcure fen-

fations, a fpark of life •, and in all a conftant repro-

duction, but deprived of thole maternal cares by

which it is cherifhed. I repair to the fbores cf the

fea, and am inclined to doubt whether its fhell-fifh

belong to the clafs of animals or to that of vegetables.

Again I return, and the iigns of lire multiply around

me. I fee beings that move, rdpirc, and are in-

fluenced by paflions and duties. If there are fome

that, like the planes of which I have jull fpoken 4

are abandoned to chance from the moment of their

birth, there are others whole education is attended

to with more care. Thefe live in fociety with the

fruit of their loves •, thole are become flrangers to

their families. Several prefent to me the fketch of

our manners: I find among them gentle and un-

governable difpofnions j the figns ofmildnefs, cou-

rage, audacity, barbarity, fear, and cowardice, and

fometimes even the image of prudence and reafon.

"We poffefs underftanding, wifdom, and the arts
-,

and they have faculties which fupply the place of

thefe advantages'5

.

This fuccefiion of analogies at length conducts

us to the extremity of the chain, where man is

placed. Among the quali ies which entitle him

to the firft rank, I remark two which are efTential

:

d Ariftof. Hift.Aiiim. lib. 8, cap. I, t. i. p. 897; lib. 9,
cap. 7, p. 928.

Vol. V. A a
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the firft is that underftanding, which while he lives

raifes him to the contemplation of celeftial things e
;

and the fecond his happy organization, and efpe-

cially the touch, the firft, molt neceffary, and mod

exquifite of our fenfes
f
, the fource of induftry, and

the inftrument mod proper to fecond the operations

of the mind. It is to the hand, faid the philofo-

pher Anaxagoras, that man owes a part of his fu-

periority over other animals s.

But why, faid I, do you place man at the extre-

mity of the chain? Is the immenfe fpace which

fcparates him from the Divine Being only one vaft

defert ? The Egyptians, the Chaldean magi, the

Phrygians, and the Thracians fill this interval with

beings as much fuperior to us as we are to the

brutes h
.

I meant, replied Euclid, only to fpeak of vifible

beings. It is to be prefumed that there are above

us an infinite number of others who efcape our

fight. From the rudeft kind of existence we have

afcended by imperceptible degrees to our own

fpecies •, and, in proceeding from that limit to the

Divinity, we muft, no doubt, pafs through differ-

' Ariftof. de Mor. lib. 10, cap. 9, t. If. p. 140.
i Id. de Part. Anim. lib. 2, cap. 8, t. i. p. 987. De Scnf.

cap. 4, t. I. p. 668. Hift. Anim. lib. 1, cap. 15, t. i. p. 773.

De Anim. lib. 2, cap. 9, t. i. p. 642 ; lib. 3, cap. 12, p. 661.

Anonym, ap. Phot. p. 13 16.

i Plut. de Fiat. Amor. t. ii. p. 478.
h Ariftot. Metaph. lib. 14, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 1003. Plut. de

Orac. Def. t. ii. p. 415.
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cnt orders of intelligences, by fo much the more

glorious and pure as they approach nearer to the

throne of the Eternal Being-.o
This opinion, which is conformable to the pro-

grefs of nature, is equally ancient and general

among various nations. From them we have bor-

rowed it ; and we believe the earth and the heavens

to be filled with genii to whom the Supreme Being

has confided the government of the univerfe'.

—

We distribute them throughout all animated nature,

but principally in thofe regions which extend

around and above us, from the earth to the fphere

of the moon. There exercifing an extenfive au-

thority, they difpenfe life and death, good and

evil, light and darknefs.

Each nation and each individual find in thefe

invifible agents a friend anxious to protect, or ani

enemy ardent to perfecute them. They are clothed

with an aerial body k
, and their effence is of a

middle nature between the divine and human 1
.

—

They excel us in intelligence. Some are fubject

to like paflions with us m , and the greater part to

changes by which they pafs to a fuperior order

;

for the innumerable multitude of fpirits is divided

» Pythag. ap. Diog. Laert. lib. 8, $ 32. Thales ap. euncL

lib. i., $ 27. Id. ap. Ariftot. dc Anim. lib. I, cap. 8, t. i.

p. 628. Id. ap. Cicer. de Leg. lib. 2, cap. II, t. iii. p. 145,

Plat, de Leg. lib. JO, t. ii. p. 899.
k Plut. de Orac. Def. t. ii. p. 431*
1 Id. ibid. p. 41^.
P Id. ibid. p. 4 J 6.
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into four principal clafTes : the flrft is that of th

gods, who are the objects of adoration, and who

refide in the (tars ; the fecond, that of the genii, pro-

perly lb called; the third, that of the heroes, who

during their lives have rendered great fervices to

mankind •, and the fourth, that of the fouls of men

after they are feparated from their bodies. We
decree to the three former clafTes honours in which

we ourfelves mall one day participate, and which

will raife us fucceffively to the dignities of heroes,

genii, and gods".

Euclid, who underftood no better than I the

motives for thefe promotions, added that certain

genii were, like us, a prey to inquietudes, and like

us fubjected to death . I afked him what dura-

tion had been affigned to their life. According to

Hefiod, anfwered he, the genii live feveral thou-

fand years •, and according to Pindar a hamadryad

d :

es with the tree in which it is inclcfed p
.

Sufficient attention, replied I, has not been paid

to this moll interefting fubject : it would however

be of importance could we learn the degree of

authority which thefe intelligences exercife over

us. Perhaps we ought to attribute to them many

effects, of the caufes of which we are ignorant

:

they are perhaps the authors of many unforefeen

n Hefiod. ap. Pint, de Oac. Defed. t. ii. p. 415. Pythag,.

ap. Diog. Laert. lib. 8 3 § 23*
Plut. ibid. p. 419.

p Id. ibid. p. 415.
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tvents, both in games of chance, and in political

affairs. I confefs I am difgufted with the hiflory

of men, and could wifh that of thefe invifible beings

might be written. Here comes one, anfwered Eu-

clid, who can furnifh you with excellent materials

for fuch a work.

The Pythagorean Teleficles entering at the

fame moment, informed himfelf of the fubject of

our convcrfation, and feemed furpriiid that we

had never i'cen any genii q
. It is true, faid he,

they only manifeft themfelves to fouls who have

been long prepared by meditation and prayer.

—

He afterwards confeffed that his own fometimes

honoured him with his prefence; and that, yield-

ing one day to his repeated entreaties, he had con-

veyed him into the region of fpirits. Condescend,

faid I, to relate to us the circumftances of your

journey : I conjure you in the name of him who taught

the powers of the numbers i, 2, 3, 4
r *. Teleficles

immediately complied with my rcqueft, and began

as follows

:

The moment of departure being arrived, I felt

my foul difengaged from the bonds which unite it

to the body, and found myfelf in the mid ft of a

1 Ariflot. ap. Apul. de Deo Socrat. t. ii. p. 83.

.

r Iamblich. cap. 28, p. 127 ; cap. 29, p. 138. Pythag. Aur.
Cann. v. 47. Hierocl. ibid. p. 170.

* That is to fay, /'/; the name of Pythagoras. I have given the

Ebrm of adjuration in life among the difciples of that great man,
who difcovered the harmonical proportions in thefe numbers.

Aa 3
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new world of animated fubftances, good and male-

volent % cheerful and melancholy, prudent and

rafh. We followed them for fome time •, and I

thought T could perceive that they directed the in-

terefts of dates and thofe of individuals, the en-

quiries of fages, and the opinions of the multi-

tude 1
.

Prefently, a female figure, of gigantic ftature,

extended a fable pall over the vault of heaven

;

and having (lowly defcended to the earth, gave her

orders to her attendants who followed her. We
entered feveral houfes where Sleep and his minis-

ters were profufely fhedding their poppies; and

while Silence and Peace were foftly feated near the

virtuous man, Remorfe and terrifying fpectres vio-

lently fhook the bed of the villain. Plato wrote

as the genius of Homer dictated to him, and

pleafing dreams fluttered around the youthful Ly-

coris.

Aurora and the Hours, faid my conductor to

me, now unbar the gates of day ; it is time for us

to rife into the air. Behold the tutelary genii of

Athens, Corinth, and Lacedaemon, who hover on

the wing, and fly in circles above thofe cities";

« Thai. Pythag. Plat. ap. Plut. de Plac. Philof. lib. i, cap. 8,

t. ii. p. 882.
1 Mofhem. in Cudw. cap. 4, $ 34, p. 798. Eruck. t. i.

p. 1113.
u Paufan.lib. 8, cap. 10, p. 620. Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad

Gent. p. 35.
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They drive away from them, as far as is in their

power, the evils by which they are menaced. Yet

foon fhall their fields be laid wafte •, for the genii

of the fouth, enveloped in gloomy clouds, advance

with hoarfe clamours againft thofe of the north.

—

Wars are as frequent in thefe regions as on earth-,

and the combat of the Titans and the Typhons was

only a conteft between two tribes of genii".

Now obferve thofe bul'y agents who, with a

flight as rapid and reftlefs as that of the fwallow,

fkim the earth, and call on every fide their eager

and piercing eyes. Thefe are the infpectors of

human affairs, fome of whom ditfufe gentle in-

fluences over the mortals they protect >', while others

let loofe the implacable Nemefis to punifh the

guilty*. Behold thofe mediators, thofe interpre-

ters, who afcend and defcend inceffantly : they

convey to the gods the vows and offerings of men,

and bring back to earth happy or ill-boding dreams,

and the fecrets of futurity*, which are afterwards

revealed to mankind by the oracles.

O my protector ! fuddenly exclaimed I •, fee

yonder are beings whole ftature and gloomy ap-

pearance infpire terror : they are coming towards

us. Let us fly them, faid he-, they are wretched

* Plut. de Ifid. t. ii. p. 360. Id. de Orac. Defec. p. 42 1.

y Id. ibid. p. 417. Hciiod. ibid.

a Tim. Locr. in Oper. Hat. t. iii. p. 105.
a Plut. in Conviv. t. iii. p. 202 et 203. Plut. de Ifid. t. ii.

p, 361, Id.deOrac. Dcf. p. 416. Diog. Laert. lib, 8, § 32,

A a 4
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fpirits, the happinefs of others irritates them, and

they only fpare thofe who pafs their lives in fuffer-

ings and in tears b
.

Efcaped from their fury, we met with other

objects not Ids afflicting. Ate, the deteftable

Ate, the eternal fource of the difTenfions which

torment men, fiercely (talked above their heads,

and breathed into their hearts rage and vengeance ;

while, with a timid ftep and ciowncait eyes,

the Pravers followed in her foot-ftcrps, and endea-

voured to reftore peace wherever Difcord had ap-

peared 13

. Glory was followed by Envy, who at

the fame time gnawed her own fides •, Truth by Im-

pofLire, who every initant changed her m^A; ; and

each virtue by feveral vices who carried nets or po-

niards.

On a fudden, Fortune appeared. I congratu-

lated her on the gifts which fhe distributed to mor-

tals. I give not, faid fhe, in a ftern tone j but I

lend at great intercft e
. As fhe uttered thefe words,

fhe dipped the flowers and fruits which (lie held in

one hand into a cup of poilon which fhe carried in

the other.

Two powerful divinities then pafTed us, who left

behind them Jong ftreams of light. Thefe, laid

my conductor, arc the impetuous Mars and the

b Xenocr. ap. FUn.de Ifid. t.ii.p. 361.
c Homei . Iliad, lib. 19, v. 91.
d Id. ibid. lib. 9, v. 500.

* JJion.'ap, Stob. Sam, 103, p. 56$,
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wife Minerva. Two armies are approaching each

other in Bceotia : Minerva haftens to take her fta-

tion by the Gde of Epaminondas, the general of the

Thebans •, and Mars flies to join the Lacedaemo-

nians, who will be vanquished; for wifdom muft

ever triumph over valour.

Oblerve, at the fame time, yon pair of genii who

precipitately defcend to earth. The one is a good

and tbe other an evil genius-, they haften to exert

their power on a new-born infant: in this firil

moment ofhis exigence they will contend with each

ether co give him all the good qualities or all the de-

formities of which the heart and mind are capable;

and in the courie of his life he will incline to good

or evil, as the influence of the one mail prevail over

that of the other*.

In the mean time, I beheld beings afcend and

defcend whofe features appeared to me more grofs

than thole of the genii. I was informed that

thefe were fouls which were about to be united to,

or which had lately quitted, mortal bodies. On a

fudden these appeared numerous lvvarms of them,

which followed each other at intervals, and fpread

themielves through the wide fields of air, like

clouds of a whitiih duft. The battle is begun,

feid the genius; the blood flows in torrents. O
blind and wretched mortals! Behold the fouls of

1 Empedocl. ap. Pint, de Anim. Tranquil, t. ii. p. 474.
Xenocr. et Plat. ap. eund. de OraC, Def. p. 419. Van Dale de

Prac. p. 6.



362 TRAVELS OF
the Lacedaemonians and Thebans who perifh in the

fields of Leuctra ! Whither are they going, laid I ?

Follow me, anfwered he, and you fhall know.

We pa(Ted the boundaries of the empire of dark-

nefs and of death ; and, having proceeded beyond

the lphere of the moon, arrived at the regions

which are enlightened by eternal day. Let us flop

a moment, laid my guide. Survey the magnificent

fcene which furrounds us, and liiten to the divine

harmony that is produced by the regular mo-
tion of the heavenly bodies b. Obferve how each

planet and each ftar is attended by a genius

which directs its courfe. Thefe ftars are inhabited

by fublime intelligences of a nature fuperior to

ours.

While, fixing my eyes on the fun, I contem-

plated, with ravifhing delight, the genius whofe

vigorous arm propels that refplendent globe along

the path which it defcribes h
, I faw him repulfe

with fury the greater part of the fouls which we

had met, permitting only a fmall number of them

to plunge into the boiling waves of that luminary'.

Thefe latter, faid my guide, are lefs guilty than

the others, and will be purified by the flame;

after which they will wing their way to the differ-

g Iambi, de Vit. Pythag. cap. 15, p. 52. Empedocl. ap.

Porphyr. de Vit. Pythag. p. 35.
11 Plat, de Leg. lib. 10, t. ii. p. 819.
1 Porphyr. de Ahftjn. lib. 4, § 10, p. 329. Bruck. t. i.

p. 296.
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ent ftars, in which they were diftributed at the time

of the formation of the univerfe, where they will

remain until the laws of nature recal them to the

earth to animate other bodies k
. But what, faid I,

fhall be the deftiny of thofe whom the genius has

repulfed? They, anfwered he, mud repair to the

Field of Truth, where juft judges will condemn

the molt criminal to the torments of Tartarus 1

, and

the others to long and painful peregrinations.

Then, directing my eyes, he mewed me millions

of fouls who, for thoufands of years, had wandered

mournfully in the air, and exhaufted themfelves in

vain efforts to obtain an afylum in one of the ce-

leftial globes"1
. Thefe, faid he, can only arrive,

like the firft, at the place of their origin, after fevere

trials n
.

Filled with commiferation at their fufferings, I

entreated my guide to remove me from the fight

of them, and conduct me toward a diflant part of

the heavens whence iflued rays of a moll refplen-

dent light. I hoped to obtain a glimpfe of the

ibvereign of the univerfe, furrounded by the at-

tendants of his throne, which our philofophers

call numbers, eternal ideas, and immortal genii .

k Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 42.
1 Axioch. ap. Plut. t.iii. p. 371.
™ Empedocl. ap. Plut. de Vitand. iEre Alien, t. ii. p. 830.

Diog. Laert. lib. 8, § 77.
n Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 42.
Anonym, de Vit. Pythag. ap. Phot. p. 1316. Beaufobr.

frl\n.. du Munich, t, i. p. 576.
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He inhabits, (aid the genius, a region inaccefiible to'

mortals •, offer to him your adoration, and let us dc-

fcend to the earth.

After Teleficles had retired, I faid to Euclid,

By what name are we to call the difcourfe we

have juft heard? Is it a dream, or is it a fiction?

It is certainly one or the other, anfwered he; but,

in fact, Teleficles has advanced fcarcely any thing

which is not conformable to the opinions of the

philofophers. We muft do him juftice: he might,

by adopting thole of the multitude, confiderably

have increafed the population of the air-, and have

fpoken concerning thofe fhades which the art of

diviners and forcerers raifes up from the recefTes

of the tomb p
; of thofe unhappy fouls which hover

difquieted around their bodies deprived of burial;

and of thofe gods and phantoms which roam the

flreets during the night to terrify or to devour

children q
.

I am obliged to him for this moderation, replied

I : but I could wifh that he had enlarged fome-

what more on the nature cf that beneficent being

to which I appertain ; and which, as has been faid,

God has appointed to watch over my thoughts

and actions 1". Why am I not permitted to know

and to love him ? Teleficles has already anfwered

f Komcr. Odyff.lib. 1 1, v. 37.
-i Plat, de Rep. lib. 2, t. ii. p. 38 1. Theocr. Idyl. 15, v. 40,
r Plat, do Leg. lib. 10, t, ii. p. 903 ct 906,
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your queftion, replied Euclid. The happinefs of

feeing the genii is only permitted to pure fouls,

I have however heard, laid I, of apparitions that

have been feen by a whole people. Undoubtedly,

anfwered Euclid ; and of this kind was that, the

tradition of which is ftill preferved in Italy, and

which has been made the fubject of a painting that I

my felf have feen. The tale is a tiflue of abfurdities,

but it will at leaft ihew to what an extravagant

length impofture and credulity have fometimes

been carried.

Ulyffes having landed at Temefa, a town of

the Brutii, one of his companions, named Polites,

was murdered by the inhabitants, who foon after

fuffered all the fcourges of celeflial vengeance.

The oracle being confulted, commanded them to

appeafe the genius of Polites, to erect a facred

edifice to his honour, and annually to offer to him

the mod: beautiful virgin to be found in the coun-

try. They obeyed, and their calamities ceafed.

—

Towards the fixty-fixth Olympiad, a famous ath-

leta, named Euthymus, arrived at Temefa at the

time when one of thefe unhappy victims was to

be carried into the temple. He obtained permif-

fion to follow her; and, enamoured of her charms,

afked her if flie would confent to marry him if he

ihould deliver her. She confented : the genius

appeared •, and, being overpowered by the fuperior
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ftrength of the athleta, renounced the tribute

which he had received during feven or eight cen-

turies, and haftened to precipitate himfelf into the

neighbouring fea 5
.

• Strab. lib, 6, p. 255. Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 6, p. 467.
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CHAP. LXV.

Continuation of the Library.—Hifiory,

THE next day Euclid, feeing me arrive early,

faid to me, You give me new courage-,

I had feared that you had been difguited by the

length of our laft converfation. To-day we will

turn our attention to hiftory, and we fhall not be

retarded in our progrefs by opinions and precepts.

Many authors have written hiltory •, but no one

has yet treated on the manner in which it ought to

be written, and the flyle fuitable to hiftorical narra-

tion r
.

We mail place at the head of thefe authors Cad-

mus, who lived about two centuries fince. His

work is an illuftration of the antiquities of Miletus,

his country , and was abridged by Bion of Procon-

nefus \

From the time of Cadmus we have an uninter-

rupted iucceffion of hiftorians. Among the mod
ancient I fhall name, Eugeon of Samos, Deiochus

of Proconnefus, Eudemus of Paros, and Democles

' Cicer. de Orat. lib. 2, cap. 15, t. i. p. 206,
u Suid. in K«'3)x.

* Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. 6, p. ^52.
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of Pygela^. When I read thefe authors, anfwered

I, I was not only difgufted at the abiurd fables

which they relate, but rejected all the facts they

record, except thofe to which they had themielves

been witnefies. For, in fine, fince they were the

fir ft who tranfmitted them to us, from what fources

did they derive their knowledge ?

They found them, replied Euclid, in tradition,

which from age to age preferv-s the memory of

the revolutions that have anTcted mankind; in

the writings of poets, who have erernized the glory

of heroes, the genealogies ofTovereigns, and the

origin and emigrations of various nations z
; in.

thofe long inicriptions which record treaties be-

tween ftates a
•, and the regifters of the fucceffion of

the priefts, preLrved in the principal temples of

Greece 1

'. They found them alfo in the feftivals,

ftatues, altars, and edifices confecrated on account

of certain events, the memory of which the places

and ceremonies feemed annually to renew.

It is true that the narrative of thefe events be-

came gradually loaded with marvellous circum-

ftances, and that our firft hiflorians adopted with-

out examination this confufed mafs of truth and

y Diohyf. Halic. de Thucyd. Jud t. vi. p. 8 i 8.

z Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. vi. p. 165.
a Tacit. Ann. 4, cap. 4>
b Thucyd'. lib. 2, cap. 2. Schol. ibid. Dionyf. Halic. An-

tiq. Roman, lib. I,t i. p. 181. iVivb. Excerpt, p. 30. Mem.
de I'Acad. des Bell, Lettr. t xxiii. p. 394.

8 error.
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error. Bat, foon after, Acufilaus, Pherecydes,

Hecataeus, Xanthus, Hellanicus, and others, difcri-

minatcd with better judgment ; and, though they

did not entirely reftore order to the chaos, they ac

leaft gave the example of contemning as they me-

rited the fictions of the firft ages.

Here is the work in which Acufilaus has given

the genealogies of the ancient royal families . He
goes back to the ages before the war of Troy, and

even as far as Phoroneus king of Argos. I knov?

it, anfwered I j and I laughed heartily when I

found that author and thofe who followed him

called Phoroneus the firft of mortals d
. Acufilaus,

however, deferves our lenity ; if he makes the

origin of the human race too modern, he removes

back that of Love, whom he confiders as one of

the mod ancient of the gods, and represents as

born with the world c
.

A fhort time after Acufilaus, faid Euclid, fiou-

riflied Pherecydes of Athens, or rather of Leros,

one of the Sporade iflands*. He has collected

the traditions relative to the hiftory of Athens,

and, occafionally, to that of the neighbouring

dates s
. His work contains interefcing details,

c Suid. ln'Axovr-ix.

^Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. I, p. 380. Solon, ap. Plut. in Tim.
t. iii. p. 2:.

lat. in Conviw t. iii. p. 178.
f Salm. in Plin. p. 846. VoflT. de FL'fl. Groec. lib. 4, p. 445.

Mem. de l'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxix. p. 67.
£ Suid. in*«£. Sohol. ApQll. Rhod. paffim.

Vol. V. B b
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fuch as the founding of levcral cities, and the

emigrations of the firft inhabitants of Greece h
.

His genealogies have a defect which, in the origin

of f *:ieties, rendered a family illuftrious. After

they have been carried back to the mod remote

ages, the knot is folved by the intervention of

fome divinity. Thus, for example, we are told

that Orion was the fon of Neptune and Euryale,

and Triptolemus the fon of Ocean and the Earth '.

About the fame time appeared Hecatsus ofMi-

letus, and Xanthus of Lydia, who both acquired

a reputation enfeebled but not deftroyed by the

labours of others. The former, in his hiftory and

his genealogies, undertakes to illuftrate the antiqui-

ties of the Greeks, which he fometimes examines

critically, and rejects the marvellous. He begins

h-is work as follows :
" Hecatasus of Miletus is

the author of this hiftory : I have written what

appeared to me to be true. The Greeks, in my

opinion, have related many things which are con-

tradictory and ridiculous k ." Should we imagine

that, after this introduction, he would have attri-

buted the power of fpeech to the ram which

carried Phrixus to Colchis l
?

The fubject of hiftory had hitherto been con-

fined to Greece •, Hecatasus extended its limits to

h Dionyf. Halic. Antiq. Rom. lib. I, t. i. p. 35.
» Apoliod. Biblioth. lib. 1, p. 15 ct 17.

* Demet.Plnl.de Elocut. cap. 12.

1 Mem, de l'Acad. des Bell. LtUr. t. vi. p. 478.
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Egypt, and other countries till then Unknown m.

His defcription of the earth threw a new light on

geography n
, and furnifhed materials to the hifto-

rians who have followed him °.

Here is the hiftory of Lydia by Xanthus, an

accurate writer, and extremely well acquainted

with the antiquities of his country p
. Near it are

feveral works which Hellanicus of Lefbos has

publifhed on the different nations of Greece q
.

This author, who died in the twenty-firft year of

the Peloponnefian war r *, is fometimes defective

from want of method, and too great brevity % but

he clofes with honour the lift of our earlieft hifto-

rians.

All thefe writers had confined themfelves to the

hiftory of a fingle city or ftate, and all were igno-

rant of the art of connecting in one feries the

events which have paffed in the different nations

of the earth, and forming one regular whole from

fuch a number of detached parts. Herodotus had

the merit of conceiving and executing this grand

idea. He unfolded to the eyes of the Greeks the

m Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 143. Agathem. de Geogr. lib. I,

cap. 1.

n Strab. lib, 1, p. I et 7 ; lib. 6, p. 271 ; lib. 12, p. 550.
Porph. ap. Eufeb. Pnrp. Evang. lib. 10, cap. 3, p. 466.

P Dionyf. Halic. Ar.tiq. Rom. lib. i,t. i. p. 73.
s VofT. de Hift. Gnec. lib. I, cap. 1, p. 7 ; lib. 4, cap. 5,

p. 448.
r Mem. de l'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxix. p. 70.
* Towards the year 410 before CbriiU
* Tiiijcyd. lib. 1, cap. 97.

Bb2
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annals of the known wo Id-, and prefented to them,

in one pone of view, whatever memorable trans-

actions had paflcd during a ipace of about two

hundred and forty years c
. Then was feen, for

the firft time, a fucce;T:on of images which, placed

by the fide of each other, only became more ter-

rifying-, nations v\ere beheld ever diiquiet and in

motion, though jealous of their tranquillity ; diftl-

nited by intereft, and connected by war •, fighing for

liberty, and groaning under tyranny • every where

guilt was feen triumphant, vircue pcrkcuteJ, the

earth deluged with blood, and the empire of de-

struction eftablifheJ from one end of the world to

the otHer. But the hand which depicted thefe

fcenes knew fo well to ibften the horror of them

by the charms of colouring and agreeable images j

to the beauties cf the dcrfign added fuch grace,

harmony, and variety ; and fo frequently excited

that fv/eet fenfibility which rejoices in good and

laments evil
u
, that the work of Herodotus was

confidered as one of the nobleft productions of the

human mind.

Permit me here to venture a reflection. It

feems that, in literature as in the arts, men of abi-

lities have firir. entered the lifts, and ftruggled for

fome time againfc difficulties. After thefe have

exhaufted their efforts, a man of genius arifes, and
i

1—

—

.—

i

—

—

1 Dionyf. Halic. tie Tlnicyd. judic. t. vi. p. 820.
* Id. Epiil. ad Pomp. t. vi.'p. 774.
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forms a model which paBes all the boundaries

before known. This is what H nxr did for the

epic poem, and what Herodotus has done for ge-

neral hiftory. Thofe who fhall come after the,

latter may difiinguifh themfelvcs by the beaut'ea

of narrative, or more luminous criticifm •, but in

the conduct of the work, and the connection of

facts, they will doubdefs feek Ids 10 furpais than to

equal him.

x\s to the circumflances of his life, it will be fuf-

ficient to obferve that he was born in the city of

Halicarnaffus in Caria, towards the fourth year of

the feventy-third Olympiad x * ; that he travelled

into the greater part of the countries of which he

intended to write the hi (lory •, that his work, read

in the aflembly at the Olympic games, and after-

wards in that of the Athenians, was received with

universal applaufe?; and that, when forced to

leave his c >untry, which was rent by factions, he

went to end his days in a city of Gr. a*.

In the fame age lived '

.

,
your, gcr than

Herodotus by about thirteen years*. ] . » ofone

of the fv ft families of At-1 at the he

of a body oi troops, he for fome time held in awe

* Scalig. . .' : . C llTI. ] . :

-
.

* /. rift.

y Lucir.n. iii Hctndot. t. i. p, 833. Eufeb. Chron. p. i6g.

Plut. dc Herod. Ma! gn. t. ii. p.

iJor.

a
I • 15, cr.p. 23,

* Marcell. Vit. Thucyd.

Bb 3
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the forces of Brafidas, the mod able general of

Lacedaemon c
j but the latter having iurprifed

the city of Amphipolis, Athens revenged en Thu-

cydides a misfortune which it was not in his power

to prevent.

During his banifhment from his native country,

from which he was abfent twenty years d
, he col-

lected materials for the hiflory of the Peloponnefian

war, and fpared neither pains nor expence to make

himfeif acquained, not only with the caufes which

produced it, but alfo with the particular interefts

by which it was continued e
. He vifittd the dif-

ferent inimical ftates, and every where confulted

the principal perfons in the government, the ge-

nerals, the foldiers •, and was himfeif a witnefs to

the greater part of the events he propofed to relate.

His hiftory, which comprifes the firfl one-and-

twenty years of that fatal war, is ftrongly charac-

terifed by his love of truth, and his difpofition

which inclined him to reflection. Some Athen-

ians who had feen him after his return from exile,

have affured me that he was naturally very ferious,

thinking much, and fpeaking little f
.

He was more defirous to inftruct thin to pleafe,

and to arrive at the end he had propofed than to

c Thucyd. lib. 4, cap. 107.
d Id. lib. 5, cap. 26.

« Marcel). Vit. Thucyd.

f idea.
'
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wander from it by digreffions %
: his work therefore

is not, like that of Herodotus, a fpecies of poem,

in which we find the traditions of different nations

concerning their origin, the analyfis of their man-

ners and cuftoms, the defcripuon of the countries

they inhabit, and marvellous narratives which awa-

ken and intereft the imaginations j but contains the

annals, or rather the memoirs, of a foldier, who,

at once a ftatefman and a philofopher, has inter-

mingled in his narrations and his harrangues the

principles of wifdem which he had learned from

Anaxagoras, r.nd the ltfibns of eloquence which

he had received f om the orator Antiphon \ His

reflections are cfr.cn profound, and ys juft

:

his ftyle, which is energetic, concife, r.nd therefore

fometimes obicure ', at intervals offends the ear;

but it continually commands attention, and it may

be faid that its harfbnefs gives it ;. .

- k
. If

this eftimable author employs obfok fjons

or novel words, it is becaufe a mind 1 ke his c:.n

rarely accommodate itlelf to a language which is

fpokc n by every bodv. It has been alleged that

Herodotus, from perfonal reafons, has related tra-

ditions which are ii urious to certain n itions of

£ Thucyd. lib. I, cap. 22. Quint'., lib. 10, cap. I, p. 634.
> Marcdli Vit. Thucyd.
• Cicer.de Qrat. lib. z, op. 13 et 22, t. i. p. :c; ct 214. Id.

de Gar. Orat, cap. 83, t. i. p. 406. Id, Orat. cap. y, g, 420,
Pionyf. Hs'.ic. de Thucyd. Jud. t. vi. p. 867,

k Pemecrf Fhalcr, ue Eloc. cap. 4S et 49.

B D 4.
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Greece 1

. Thucydides has only (lightly mentioned

his banifhment, and that without defending him-

felf, or complaining of his fate m •, and has repre-

fented Brafidas, whole glory eclipfed his own, and

whofe fuccefs occafioned his difgrace, as a truly

great man. The hiftory of Thucydides was ex-

cellently continued by Xenophon, with whom you

have been acquainted".

Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon will,

no doubt, be confidered by pofterity as the moil

eminent of our hiftorians, though they differ effen-

tially in their flyle : and efpecially, added I, in

the manner in which they feverally viewed objects.

Herodotus every where beholds a jealous divinity

who follows men and empires to the higheft point

of their elevation, to precipitate them into the

abyfs°; Thucydides only fees, in each reverfe of

fortune, the errors of the chiefs of the ftate, or the

generals of the army •, while Xenophon almoft

conftantly attributes all good or ill fuccefs to the

favour or the anger of the gods. Thus, according

to the firft, all human affairs depend upon fatality •,

according to the fecond, on prudence ; and, ac-

cording to the third, on piety towards the gods.

So true is it that we are naturally diipofed to refer

every thing to a favourite fyftem.

1 Plut. de Herod. Malign, t.ii. p. 854.
m Thuc'yd. lib 5, c;:p. 26.

» Xenoph. Kift. Grace, p. 42S.

• Hcrodot. lib. I, cap. 32 ; lib. 3, cap. 4c, &c.
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Euclid continued : Herodotus had given the

firft fketch of the hiftory of the Aflyrians and Per-

fians^ His errors have been detected by an author

who was better acquainted thai s with thofe

two celebrated nations -, I mean Ctefias of Cnidus,

who lived in our time. He was phyfician to king

Artaxerxcs, and refided a long time at the court

ofSufa p
. He has communicated to us what he

found in the archives of the empire q
j what he

had Ren, and what had been related to him by

ocular witnefies '. Buc if he is more accurate than

Herodotus 5

, he is inferior to him in ftyle ; though

his likewife has many beauties 1

, and is cfpecially

diftinguifhed by its great perfpicuity B
. Among

many other works * Ctefias has bequeathed us a hif-

tory of the Indies, in which he treats of the animals

and natural productions of thofe di ft ant climates;

but as he was not in pofleffion of the beft materials,

the truth of his accounts'begins to be doubted)'.

Here are the antiquities of Sicily, and the life

cf Dionyfius the elder, and that of his fon, by Phi-

p Phot. Bibl. p. 105.

1 Diod. Sic. lib. 2, p. 1 18.
r Pilot. Bibl. p. 108.
s Mem. de 1'Acad, des Bell. Lettr. t. vi. p. 176; t. xlv.

p. 247.
' Dionyf. Malic, de Compof. Verb. t. v. p. 53.
" Demetr. Phal. de Eloc. cap. 218.
* Fabr. Bibl. Gncc. t. i. p. 31 :.

r Ariftot. Iliil. Animal, lib. 8, cap. 28. t. i. p. 919. Id de

d -. •-•. Animal. lib. 2, cap. 2, p. 1076. Lucian. Ver, HLft,

lib. I, t. ii. p. 7:.
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liftus
r

, who died a few years fince, after having

feen the fleet d.'fperfed which he corrmanded for

the latter cf thofe princes. Philiftus poflefled ta-

lents which have in fome meai'ure rendered him

the rival of Thucydides a
; but he was a ftranger

to the virtues of Thucydides. He was a (lave,

who wrote only to flatter tyrants b
•, and who, in

every part of his work, (hews that he was ftill more

the friend of tyranny even than of tyrants.

I (hall here conclude this enumeration, already

too long. You will peihaps not find a fingle peo-

ple, city, or even a celebrated temple, which has

not had its diftlnct hiftorian. A number of writers

are at prefent employed in this fpecies of compofi-

tion. I (hall name to you Ephcus and Theo-

pompus, who have already diftinguifhed them-

fclves-, two Boeotians, named Anaxis and Diony-

fiodorus, who have lately publifhed the hiftory of

Greece ; and Anaximenes of Lampfacus, who

has given us that of the Greeks and Barbarians,

from the birth of the human race to the eeath of

Epaminondas d
i

So pompous a title, faid I, would prejudice me

again ft the work. Your chronology with difficulty

z Said, in $ix/r< Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 397
a Cicer. de Orat. lib. 2, cap. 13, t .-

i . p. 205.
h Dionyf. Halic, de Prifc. Temp, t. v. p. 427. Tim. Epbor.

ap. Pint, in Dion. t. i. p. 974.
e Diod Sic. lib. 1 j, p. 403.
* Id. ibid. p. 397.
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extends to five or fix centuries before the Trojan

war- beyond which, time ends to you. If we ex-

cept a fmall number of foreign nations, the reft of

the earth is unknown to you. You perceive only

a point in duration as in fpace •, and yet this au-

thor pretends to inform you of what has been done

in the mod diflant ages and countries !

When we are acquainted with the titles that the

Egyptians and Chaldeans can produce to the an-

tiquity which they claim, with what pity mult we

furvey the imperfection and novelty of yours

!

How great was the furprife of the priefts of Sais,

when they heard Solon recount your traditions,

and fp ak of the reign of Phoroneus, the deluge

of Deucalion, and other fimilar epochas, fo recent

to them though fo ancient to him !
" Solon, Solon,"

faidone of thefe priefts to him, <: you Greeks are

as yet only children c."

Nor have they yet ceafed to be fo. Some re-

quire in a biftory only the charms of ftyle, and

others fupernatural and puerile adventures f
.

Others greedily devour thofe tirefome lifts of un-

known names and unincerefting facts, which, fup-

ported by a long train of fables and prodigies, al-

mod entirely compofe your ancient hiftory ; that

hiftory over which Homer has diffufed an eternal

e Plat. inCrit. t. iii. p. 22.
i Jlucr. in Pauathcn. t. ii. p. 180.
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fplendour, but which your chronicles have ren-

dered infup]

I could wifh that hencefc rth your authors n

only btftow t'.tir attention en the r-.\ o or three

laft centuries, and that the ages precedii

fhould be abandoned to the poets. You have ex-

actly expreffed the idea of liberates, faid Euclid.

He had induced two of his difciples, Eyhorus and

Theopornpus, to dedicate their labours entirely to

hiftory s
. Ephorus is flow, and incrpable of labo-

rious refearches : Theopornpus is active, ardent,

and fitted for difcuffions h
. Ifccrates has therefore

recommended to the former to apply hitnfelf to

ancient, and to the latter to write modern hiftory.

At this very moment, Ephorus and Theoporn-

pus entered the library. Euclid, who had ex-

pected them, faid to me, that they were to read to

us fome portions of the works on which they were

then employed. They brought with them two or

three of their friends, and Euclid had previoufly

invited feveral of his. While we were waiting for

thefe, the two hiftorians told us that they had not

wafted their time in endeavouring to elucidate the

fictions of the ages preceding the war of Tcoy ' ;

and, preferring the meft ardent love of truth,

added, that it was to be wifhed that an author

? Cicer. de Orat. lib. 2, cap. 13, t. i. p. 205. Sencc.de

Tranquil. Anim. cap. 6. Phot. Biblioth. p. 1456.
h Cicer. do Gar. Orat. cap. 56, t. i. p. 383.
» Died. Sic. lib. 4, p. 2Q<j.

7
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could be prefent at nil the tranfactions which he

undertakes to defcribe*.

I have propofed, laid Ephorus, to write an ac-

count of the events which hate pafTed among both

Greeks and barbarians, from the return of the

HeraclidjE to the prefent time, during the fpace

of eight hundred and fifty years. In this work,

which is divided into thirty books, each preceded

by a proem', will be found the origin of different

nations, the foundation of the principal cities, their

colonies, laws, manners, the nature of their cli-

mates, and the great men which they have pro-

duced"1
. Ephorus concluded by acknowledging

that the barbarous nations were more ancient than

thofe of Greece" j and this confeffion prepoficfied

me in his favour.

This introduction was followed by the reading

of a part of the eleventh book of his hiflory, con-

taining a defcription of Egypt. In it, inftead of

the different opinions which have been propofed

concerning the inundation of the Nile , he has

fubftituied one which is neither confonant to the

laws of nature, nor the circumftances of that phe-

nomenon p
. I fat near Euclid, and faid to him,

k Polyb. lib. 12, p. 669. Strab. lib. 9, p. 422.
J Diod. Sic. lib. 4, p. 209 ; lib. 1 6, p. 46*.
B Folyb. lib. 6, p. 488 ; lib. 9, p. 540. Strab. lib. I, p. 33 J

lib. lo, p. 465.
n i);od. Sic. lib. 1, p. 9.
• Theon. Progymn. p. 13.

* Diod. Sic. lib. 1, p. 36.
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Ephorus knows nothing of Egypt, nor has he con*.

fulted thofe who are acquainted with that country \
I was foon convinced that this author was not

extremely folicitous to be accurate-, and that, too

faithfully copying the greater part of thofe who
had preceded him, he affected to em belli fti his

narrative with the fables preferved in the traditions

of nations, and the relations of travellers r
.

He appeared to me fludioufly to employ rheto-

rical figures. As the greater part of writers rank

the orator above the historian, Ephorus imagined

that he could not anfwer them better than by

endeavouring fuccefsfully to unite both thefe fpe-

cies of writing s
.

Notwithstanding, thefe defects, this work will al-

ways be confidered as a valuable treafure^ becaufe

every nation may feparately find in it, in an admir-

able order, whatever interesting facts are relative*

to it. The style of this hiftory is pure, elegant,

and ornamental r
-

; though too often fludioufly re-

stricted to certain forms of harmonious construc-

tion ", and almost always destitute of elevation and

warmth x
.

When Ephorus had ended, all eyes were turned

* Diod. Sic. lib. i, p. 37.
r h]. ibid. Strab. lib. 5, p. 244; lib. 9, p. 422. Scncc*

Q^3-:'L Natpr. lib. 7, cap. 16*
s Polyb. lib. 12, p. 67c.
* Dicnyf. Kalic. de Coinpof. Verb. t. v. p. 173.
* Cicer. Orat. cap. '57, t. i. p. *.b<).

x Suid. in
w
£fog. Dio. Chryfoft Orat. 18, p. 256.
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towards Theopompus >", who began by fpeaking to

us of himfelf. My father, Damoftratus, faid he,

having been banifhed from the ifle of Chios, his

native country, for having {hewn too great an "at-

tachment to the Lacedaemonians, carried me with

him into Greece-, and, fome time after, I came

into this city, where I have unremittingly applied

myfelf to the ftudy of philofophy and eloquence z
.

I have compofed feveral difcourfes ; I have

vifited different dates, and fpoken in their alTem-

blies ; and, after a long courle of fuccefs, believe

I may rank myfelf among the mod eloquent men

of the prefent age, and beiore the molt eloquent

of the lail •, for thofe who were then efteemed of

the firft clafs would now fcarcely be admitted to a

place in the fecond a
.

liberates induced me to pifs from the fplendid

track in which I had fignalized myfelf, into that

which has been rendered illuftrious by the talents

of Herodotus and Thucyd:des. I have continued

the work of the latter b
. I am now employed on

the life of Philip of Macedon ; but far fiom con-

fining myfelf to defcribe the actions of that prince,

I (hall connect with my n tory of

almoft all na'tions, with an account of their man-

•
v VofT. c!e Hill. Graec. Kb. I, cap. 7. Bayle, art. Theopompe,

Phot. Bibl. p. 392.
a Id. ibid. p. 393.
b Polyb. Excerpt, p. :6. I

'

. Thucyd.
« Dionyf. Halic. Ep. ad Pomp. t. \i. p. 783,
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r.ers and their laws. My plan is different from

that of Ephorus, but equally extenfive.

After the example of Thucydides, I have fpared

no labour to obtain an accurate knowledge of

facts. Many of the events which I relate have

pafled under my eyes-, and, with refpect to the

others, I have confulted thofe who were actors in

or witneffes of them d
. There is not a "Country of

Greece which I have not vifited% nor any where

I have not formed connections with thofe who di-

rected its political or military operations. I am

fufficiently rich not to regard expence, and too

much the friend of truth to fear fatigue
f
.

Such extravagant vanity prepcfTelfed us sgainft

the author : but he foon entered fo luminous a

track, difplayed fuch great knowledge of the af-

fairs of Greece and other nations, fuch judgment

in the diftribution of facts 5
, and fuch fimplicity^

peripicuity, elevation, ar.*! harmony in his ityie h
,

that we were compelled to Iavifh eulogiums on the

man who of all others moil deferved to be morti-

fied.

He however continued to read, and our admi-

ration began to cool. We were fatigued with

* Dionyf. Halic. Ep. ad Pomp. t. vi. p. 783.
e Phot. Bibl. p. 392.
f Athcn. lib. 3, cap. 7, p. 8$.

g Dionvf. Halic. Ep. ad Pomp. t< vi. p. 782, &c.
* Id. ibid. p. 7 b 6.
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fables and incredible tales '. He told us that the

man who, in deipite of the prohibition of the gods,

ifhould be able to enter a certain temple of Jupiter,

in Arcadia, enjoyed during his whole life after aft

extraordinary privilege : his body, though expofed

to the rays of the fun, caft no fhadow k
. He affirm-

ed likewife that, in the firit years of the reign of

Philip, the fig-trees, vines, and olives, in fome cities

of Macedonia, fuddenly bore ripe fiuits in the

middle of fpring -, and that from that time the af-

fairs of this prince continually profpered !
.

His digreffions are lb frequent that they fill

nearly three-fourths of his work"1
j and fometimes

fo long, that we forget at the end the iubject

from which they originated n
. The harangues

which he puts in the mouth of the generals at the

moment of battle, weary the patience of the

reader, as they would have done that of the iol-

diers °.

His ftyle, which is more that of the orator than

the hiftorian, has great beauties and great defects -\

He is too folicitous refpe&ing the arrangement,

and too negligent in the choice, of his words.

• Ciccr.de Leg. lib. I, cap. 1, t.iii. p. 1 16. /Elian, Var. Hid.
lib. 5, C7p. iS.

"'Polyb. lib. 16, p. 732.
1 Theop. ap, Athen, lib. 3, cap. 4, p. yr.
> Piiot. JJibl. p. 393.
n Theon. Prog) mn, p. 34.
• Pint. Praecept. Reip, Gcrend. t. ii. p. 80*.
l' Quin til. Initit. lib. 10, cap. 1, p. 634.

Vol. V. C c
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We frequently fee him torture his periods to giv«

them roundncfs, or prevent the collifion of vowels q
*

while at other times he disfigures them by mean

expreflions, and mifplaced ornaments r
.

During the courfe of thefe readings, I had fre-

quent occafion to remark the contempt in which the

Greeks hold diftant nations, or their it norance con-

cerning them. Ephorus had miftaken Iberia* for

a city s
; and this error palled unnoticed. I had

been informed by a Phoenician merchant who traded

to Gadir, that Iberia is an extenfive and populous

country. Soon after, Theopompus having men-

tioned the city of Rome, was requ.eir.ed to give fone

particulars relative to rhat city. It is fituated in

Italy, anfwered he; all I know of it is that it was

once taken by a nation of the Gauls 1
.

Thefe two authors having retired, that praife

was bellowed on them which in feveral refpecls

they had merited. X)ne of the perfons prefent,

who wore the cloak or a philolbpher, exclaimed,

in an authoritative tone, Theopompus is the mil

who has cited the human heart to the tribunal of

hii'iory, Obferve with what fuperiority of dilcern-r

ment he penetrates that profound abyfs, and with

<» Dionyf. Halic. Ep. ad Pomp. t. vi. p. 786. Quin-til. lib. 9,

p. 593.
r Longin. de Subl. cap. 42. Demctr. Phal. dc Eloc. cap. 75.
~k Spain.
s Jofeph. in App. lib. 1, t. ii. p. 444.
r Plin. lib. 3, cap. 5, t. i. p. 152,
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what an impetuous eloquence he unfolds to us his

fearful difcoveries. Ever on his guard againit ac-

tions that appear great and noble, he endeavours to

detect the fecrets of vice diiguifed under the mafk

of virtue".

I much fear, laid I, that one day the poifon of

malignity will be difcovercd in his writings, con-

cealed under the appearances of frank nefs and pro-

bity*. I cannot endure thofe morole minds who

find nothing pure and innocent among men. He
who incelTantly fufpects the intentions of others

teaches me to diftruft his own.

I was anfwered—An ordinary hiflorian is con-

tented to relate facts, but a philolbphical hiflo-

rian afcends to their caufes. For my part, I

deteft guilt, and wifli to know the guilty man that

I may purfue him with my hatred. But his guilt,

laid I, ought at lcaft; firft to be proved. Little

doubt can be made that he is guilty, replied my
onent, if the crime was to his intercft. When

the fubject is a man who is devoted to ambition,

I ought to difcern in all his proceedings, not only

it he has done, but what he intended to do; and

much mall I be indebted to the hiftorian who mall

reveal to me the odious myfteries of that paffion.

How ! laid I ; (hall mere prcfumptions, which are

on.yf, Halic. Ep. ad. Pomp. t.vi. p. 7
'-.

* Nep. in Alcib. cap. 11. Pint, in Lyfand. t. i. p. 450.

Jt. .

r
cp!i. in Appion. lib. 1, t. ii. p. 459.

C c z
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not permitted to be alleged in a court of juftic©

but in corroboration of ftronger proofs, fuffice in

hiftory to ftigmatize the memory of a man with

eternal opprobrium ,
?

Theopompus appeared to be fufficiently accurate

in his relations, but he is only a declaimer when he

diftributes cenfure or praife at his pleafure.—

Does he treat of a paffion, it muft be enormous

and atrocious. Does his fubjcct lead him to Jpeak

of a man againft whom he is prejudiced

-

v
, he

judges of his character by fome actions, and

of the reft of his life by his character. It would

be much to be lamented that iuch impoftors

fhould have the reputations of others at their dif-

polal.

Jt would be much more fo, anfwered my oppo-

nent, with warmth, if it were not permitted to at-

tack reputations unjuftly acquired. Theopompus

relembles thofe judges in the Ihades below, who

diftinctly read the hearts of the guilty •, or thole

phyficians who apply the knife and the cauftic to

the difeafed limb, without injury to the found

parts
z

. He attends not to the fource of vices till

he is certain that it is poifoned. But why, replied

I, does he contradict himfelf ? He declares, in the

beginning of his work, that he only undertook it

to render to Philip the homage due to the greateft

y Lucian. Quom. Hift. Confcrib. t. ii. p. 67.
* Dionyf. Halic. Ep. ad Pomp. t. vi. p. 78c.
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mart who has appeared in Europe •, and foon after

represents him as the mod diflblute, unjuft, and

perfidious of mankind a
. Should Philip deign to

caft a glance on htm, he would fee him meanly

crouch at his feet. As my antagonift exclaimed

loudly at this charge, I added : Learn then that at

this very moment Theopompus is employed in

compofing, in honour of Philip, a panegyric filled

with flattery b
. Whom are we to believe on this

head, the hiftorian or the philofopher ?

Neither, replied Leocrates, a literary friend of

Euclid, who, having applied himfelf to thefhudy of

politics and morals, entertained a contempt for

hiftory. Acufilaus, faid he, has been convicted of

falfehood by Hellanicus, and the latter by Epho-

rus, whofe miftakes will no doubt hereafter be de-

tected by others. New errors are every day dif-

covercd in Herodotus, nor is Thucydides himfelf

exempt from them c
. The ignorance and preju-

dice of writers, and the uncertainty of facts, both

in their caufes and circumstances, are fome of the

vices which are inherent in this fpecies of compoli-

tion.

But, on the other hand, replied Euclid, does ic

not preient us with great authorities in politics,

and great examples in morals r To hiftory are the

a Polyb. Except, p. 21 et 22. Athen. lib. 6, p. 260; lib. 10,

p. 439, &c.
b Theon. Progymn. p. 15 et ~".

c Jofeph. in Appion.lib. I, t. ii. p. 433.

C c 3
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Hates of Greece inceiTantly obliged to have recourfe,

to ascertain their refpective rights, and terminate

their differences ; in hiftory each republic finds the

titles of its power and its glory •, and to the tefti-

mony of hiftory our orators inceffantly recur, to in-

ilruct us in our true interefls. As to the fcience

of morals, are all its numero'us precepts to be com-

pared with the illuftrious examples of Ariftides,

Socrates, and Leonidas ?

Our authors fpmetimes differ, when their fub-

ject relates to our ancient chronology, or when

they fpeak of foreign nations. With refpect to

thefe articles I am willing to give them up ; but

fince our wars with the Perfians, when our hiftory

properly begins, our annals are the precious depo-

fitary of that experience which each age bequeaths

to the ages that fhall come after it
d

. Peace, war,

taxes, and all the different branches of govern-

ment, are difcuffed in our general affemblies,

and thefe deliberations are preferved in the public

records. The relations of great events are found

in ail writings, and repeated by every mouth.

—

Our victories and our treaties are engraved on mo-

numents expofed to every eye. What author would

dare to contradict inch public and authentic tefti-

monies ?

You will perhaps allege that our writers fbme-

times differ concerning the ci reum (lances of a fact.

Thucyd. Ub. i , cap. 2 2.
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But of what importance is it whether at the battle

of Salamis the Corinthians behaved well or ill
e

?

However this queftion may be decided, it is not lets

true that at Salamis, at Plataea, and at Thermopy-

lae, ibme few thoufand Greeks made refiftance

againft millions of Perfians ; and that then was

difplayed, perhaps for the firfb time, that great and

illuftrious truth, that the love of our country is ca-

pable of giving birth to actions which feem to be

above the powers of human nature.

Hiftory is a theatre on which politics and morals

appear in action. Youth from it receives thofe

firit impreffions which fometimes are decifne of

their future deftiny. We mud therefore prefent to

them the nobleft models to follow, and rnfpire them

with horror for falie heroifm. Sovereigns and

nations may derive from hiftory important lefTons

:

the hiilorian therefore mould be as inflexible as

juftice, of which he is to maintain the rights ; and

as fincere as truth, of which he profelTes himfelf the

organ. So auguil are his functions, that they ought

only to be cxerciied by men of acknowledged inte-

grity, and under the inlpection of a tribunal no lefs

fevere than that of the Areopagus. In a word, laid

Euclid, as he concluded, the utility of hiftory can

only be impaired by thofe who know not how to

write it, nor doubted of but by thofe who know not

how to read it.

c Herodoti lib. 8, cap. 94. Dion. CLrylbft. Ovat. 37, p. 456.

Cc 4
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CHAP. LXVI.

On the Proper Names in ufe among the Greeks,

PLATO has written a treatife in which he has

ventured to give feveral etymologies of the

names of heroes, genii, and gods f
. In it he has

indulged in liberties of which this fpecies of re-

search is but too fufceptible. Encouraged by his

example, though lefs adventurous, I (hall here give

forae remarks on the proper names in ufe among

the Greeks. They were accidentally introduced

in the two conversions, the fubftance of which I

have jufc related. Digrefilons of another kind hav*

ing, at the fame time, more than once directed our

attention to the phiiofophy and death of Socrates, I

obtained information of feveral particulars relative

to that philofopher, of which I ihall make ufe in the

following chapter.

Proper names are diftinguifhed into two kinds,-

fimple and compound. Among the former there

are fome which derive their origin from certain:

relations which have been imagined between fuch

f Plat, in Cratyl. t. i. p. 383,-
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a man and fuch an animal; as, for example, Leon,

the lion ; Lycos, the wolf ; Mofchos, the calf\

Corax, the raven \ Sanros, the lizard \ Batrachos,

thefrog s
; Alectryon, the cock, &c. h There are alio

ibme which appear to have been derived from the

colour of the complexion; as, Argos, the white %

Melas, the Mack ; Xanthos, the fair ; Pyrrhos, the

red *.

Sometimes a child receives the name of a divinity

with a flight inflexion. Thus Apollonios is de-

rived from Apollo ; Pofeidonios from Pofeidon, or

Neptune ; Dcmetrios from Demeter, or Ceres $

Athenasus from Athene, or Minerva.

The compound names are more numerous than*

the fimple. If parents believe they have, by their

prayers, obtained the birth of a fon who is the hope

of their family, they add to the name of the

protecting divinity, (lightly changed, the word

doron, or gift. And hence the names Theodorus,

Diodorus, Olympiodorus, Hypatodorus, Herodo-

rus, Athenodorus, Hepha^ftiodorus, Heliodorus,

Afclepiodorus, Cephiibdorus, Sec. that is to fay, the

gift of the gods, of Jupiter, of the god of Olym-

pus, of theMoft High, of Juno, of Minerva, of

£ Plin. lib. 36, cap. 5, t. if. p. 731.
h Homer. Iliad, lib. 1 7, v. 602.
* Argos is the fame as Argu:-, Pyrrhos as Pyrrhus ; the La-

tins having terminated in us the proper names which among the

Creeks ended in os*
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Mercury, of Vulcan, of the Sun, 01 JEicuhpliis;

of the river Cephifus, &c.

Some families pretend to be defcended from the

gods ; and hence the names Thecgenes, or Thea-

genes, born of the gods \ Diogenes, bcm of Jupiter ;

Hermogenes, born of Mercury, &c.

Ic is an obfervation deferving attention, that the

greater part of names found in Homer are marks

of diftinclion. They were given in honour of the

qualities molt efteemed in the heroic ages, as va-

lour, ftrength, fwiftnefs, prudence, and orher vir-

tues. From the word pokmos, which fignifies war,

have been formed, Tleptolemus', that is, able to fup-

port the labours of war k
; and Archeptolemus 1

, or

able to diretl the labours of war. .

By adding to the word mache, or battle, certain

prepofitions, and different parts of fpeech, which'

may modify the fenfe in a manner always honour-

able, are compofed the names Amphimachus, An-

timachus, Promachus, Telemachus. Proceeding

in the fame manner with the word henorea, ftrength,

or intrepidity, we have Agapenor, he who efteer.is

valour m \ Agencr, he who diretls it % Prothoenor,

the firjl for courage 11
: and a number of others, as

Aiegenor, Antenor, Elephenor, Euchenor, Pefenor,

» Horr.er. Iliad, lib. 2, v. 657.
* Etymol. Magn. in Txij.

• Homer. Iliad, lib. 8, v. 128.

m Id. lib. 2, v. 6o>).- SchoL in lib. 8, v. 114.-

» Schol. Horn, in Iliad, lib. 2, v. 435;
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Hypfenor, Hyperenor, &c. From the word ddwac,

I tame, or conquer, are formed Damaftor, Amphi-

damas, Cherfidamas, Iphidamas, Polydamas, &c.

From thoos, fwift, are derived the names Arei-

thoos, Alcathoos, Panthoos, Pirithoos, &c. From

noes, mind or intelligence, Aftynoos, Arfinoos,

Autonoos, Iphinoos, &c. From meJos, counfel,

Agamedes, Eumedes, Lycomedes, Perimedes,

Thrafymedes. From cleos, glory, Amphicles,

Agacles, Bathycles, Doriclos, Echeclos, Iphiclos,

Patroclus, Cleobulus, &x.

It hence follows that feveral individuals had

then two names ; that which their parents had

given them, and that which they had merited by

their actions; but the latter foon caufed the former

to be forgotten.

The titles of honour which I have mentioned,

and many others that I omit, as Ormenos p
, the

impetuous, Afteropeos*1

, the thunderer, were tranf-

mitted to the children, to remind them of and

incite them to imitate the great actions of their

fathers r
.

Thefe names ftill fubfift; and, as they have palled

into the different claries of citizens, they impoie

no obligation ; there fometimes even remits a fin-

Euftath. in Iliad, lib. I, t. i. p. 124. Id. in lib. 2, p. 351.
P Homer. Iliad, lib. 8, v. 274,
«i Id. ibid. lib. 17, v. 217.
r Euftath. in Iliad, t. ii. p. 6:0, lin. 35. Schol. Horn, in

lib. 2, v. 495.
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gular contraft between their fignifications and the

condition or character of thofe who have received

them in their infancy.

A Perfian, who founded all his merit on the

luftre of his name, came to Athens •, I had been

acquainted with him at Sufa, and took him with

me into the forum. We took our feats near feve-

ral Athenians who were engaged in converfation*

He afked me their names, and requefted me to

explain their meaning to him. The firft, faid I*

is called Eudoxus, that is to fay, ilhijlrious or ho-

nourable. Immediately my friend the Perfian made

a profound reverence to Eudoxus. The fecond,

continued I, is named Polycletus, which fignifies

very celebrated—another reverence (till more pro-

found. No doubt, faid he to me, thefe two excel-

lent perfons are at the head of the republic. No
fuch thing, replied I ; they are of the lower clafs of

people, and fcarcely known. The third, who feems

lb weak, is called Agafthenes, or perhaps Megaf-

thenes, the Jlrong, or rather very firong. The

fourth, who is fo corpulent and unwieldy, is named

Prothoos, a word which fignifies light of foot, he

who pajfes others in the race. The fifth, who ap-

pears fo gloomy and melancholy, is named Epi-

chares, the cheerful. And the fixth ? faid the Per^-

fian impatiently.—The fixth is Softratus, or they^-

viour of the array.—He has then had the command

of troops ?—No, he has never ferved. The feventh,
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who is called Clitomachus, illuftrious warrior^ has

conftantly fled at the approach of the enemy, and

has been branded with infamy. The eighth is

named Dicaeus 5
, the jufi.—Indeed!—Indeed he is

the mod notorious knave exi filing. The name of

the ninth is Evelthon, or the welcome 1
.—My friend

now abruptly rifing, faid to me, Thefe people

difhonour their names. But at lead, replied I, it

muft be confelfed that their names do not infpire

them with vanity.

We rind fcarcely any degrading names in Ho-
mer. They are much more common at prelent,

but confiderably lefs fo than might be expected

among a people who are fo ready to perceive and

remark any kind of ridiculoufnefs or defect.-
1

-
^

6 Herodot. lib. 8, cap. 65. Marmor Nointel.

f Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 162.
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CHAP. LXVII.

Socrates,

OCRAT E S was the fon of a fculptor named

Sophronifcus". He quitted the occupation of

his father, after having followed it fome time*.

His mother Phenarete exercifed the profeflion of a

midwife Y
.

Thofe beautiful proportions and elegant forms

which the marble receives from the chifel, fuggeft-

ed to him thefirft idea of perfection: and, this idea

gradually becoming more exalted, he was con-

vinced that throughout the univerfe a general har-

mony between all its parts ought to prevail ; and

in man a juft relation between his actions and his

duties.

To expand thefe firft conceptions, he exerted

in every kind of itudy the ardour and inflexible

pertinacity of a powerful mind, eager to obtain in-

ilruclion. The examination of nature 21

, the accu-

» Plat, in Alcib. I, t. ii. p. 131. Diog. Laert. lib. z, §18.
* Diog. Laert. ibid. § 19. Paufan. lib. i, cap. 2Z> p. 53 a

lib. 9, cap. 35, p. 782. Suid. in Et^ar,

y Plat, in Theast. t. i. p. 1 49.
* Id, in Phasdon. t. i. p. 96,
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rate fciences% and the agreeable arts, by turns

engaged his attention.

He lived at a time when the human mind Teemed

every day to difcover new fources of knowledge.

Two claries of men had undertaken the care of

collecting and difTufing fcience : the philofophers,

the greater part of whom pallid their lives in me-

ditating on the formation of the univerfe, and the

eilence of beings ; and the fophifts, who, polTclIed

of a few fuperficial notions and an oftentatious

eloquence, am u fed their hearers with d:fcour!eson

every fubject of morals and politics, without eluci-

dating any.

Socrates frequented the converfation and ha-

rangues of both b
-, he admired their talents, and

derived information from their errors. During

his attendance on the former, he perceived that

the farther he advanced the more the darknefs

thickened around him ; and was convinced that

Nature, who fo readily grants us the knowledge

really neceffary to us, requires that which is of lefs

utility to be extorted from her, and rigoroufly de-

nies that whi.ch would only tend to fatisfy a reftlefs

curiofity. Thus, judging of the importance of

the different kinds of fcience by the degree of

evidence or obfeurity with which they are accom-

panied, he determined to renounce the ftudy of

a Xcnoph. Mcmoi. lib. .;., p. 814.
b Plat, in MePi t. ii. p. 96. Diog. Laert. lib. 2. § 19.

6
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firft caufes, and to reject thofe abftract theories

which ferve only to torment or miQead the mind c
.

If he confidered the meditations of the philofo-

phers as ufelefs, the fophifts appeared to him much

more dangerous •, fince, by defending at pleafure

every opinion without adopting any, they intro-

duced the licentioufnefs of doubt into the truths

moil effential to the tranquillity of fociety.

From his ineffectual refearches he concluded

that the only knowledge neceffary to men is that of

their duties, and the only occupation worthy of a

phiiofopher that of instructing mankind in thefe

duties*, and, fubjecting to the examination of rea-

fon the relations which exift between us, and the

gods, and our fellow-creatures, he confined him-

felf to that fimple theology which numerous nations

had peaceably followed during a long courfe of

ages.

The Supreme Wifdom preferves the univerfc

which it has formed in an eternal youth d
5 and,

though invifible in itfelf, is refplendently mani-

fefted in the wonders it operates. The gods ex-

tend their providence over all nature ; and, prefent

in every place, fee and hear all things . Among
the infinite number of beings which are the work

of their hands, man, diftinguifhed from other ani-

* Xenoph. Mem. lib. I, p. 710; lib, 4, p. 815. Diog. Laeit.

lib. 2, <j 21.
d Xenoph. Cyrop. lib. 8, p. 237. Id. Memor. lib. 4, p. 803.

• Id. Memor. lib. 1, p. 71 j ct 728.

rnals
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mals by eminent qualities, and cfpecially by an

understanding capable of conceiving the idea of

the Deity, man was ever the object of their love

and predilection f
. They fpeuk to him inceffantly

by thofe fovereign laws which they have engraven

on his heart—" Adore the gods ; honour your

parents-, do good to thofe who do good to you e."

They fpeak to him likewife by their oracles, diftri-

buted over the earth, and by a multitude of pro-

digies and prefages which are indications of their

will".

Let us no longer, then, complain of their filence,

nor allege that they are too exalted to ftoop to our

ieeblenefs'. If their power raifes them above us,

their goodnefs brings them nearer to us. But

what do they require ? The worfliip eftabliihed in

each country k
; prayers which fhall be confined

to lolicit, in general, their protection ; and facri-

fices in which the purity of the heart is more ef-

fential than the magnificence of the offerings 1

.

They require (till more, that we mould honour

and obey them ; and to be uieful to fociety is to

obey them m
. The flatefman whofe object is

the good of the people, the labourer who renders

f Xenoph. Memnr. lib. I, p. 727, lib. 4, p. 800 et 802. Tlat.

in Phaedon. t i. p. 62.

8 Xenoph. Memoi lib. 4, p. S07 et 808.
•» Id. ibid. lib. 1, p. 70S et 709 ; lib. 4, p. 802.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 1, p. 728.
k Id. ibid lib. 4, p o 3.

1 Id. ibid. lib. 1, p. 722.
Id. ibid. lib. 4, p. £03.

Vol. V. Dd
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the earth more fertile, and all thofe who, from a

defire to pleafe the gods, faithfully difcharge their

duties, render to the divine beings the mod noble

worfn'p"; but this muft be continual, for their

favours are only the reward of fervent piety, accom-

panied with hope and confidence . Let us under-

take nothing without confulting them ; let us do

nothing contrary to their commands p
; and let us

ever bear in mind that the prefence of the gods

enlightens and fills the moft obfcure and the more

folitary places q
.

Socrates never explained his opinion on the

nature of the Deity, but he always clearly expreffed

it on his exiftence and providence ; truths of which

he was intimately convinced, and the only ones

to which it was pofiible and of importance to at-

tain. He acknowledged one God, the creator and

preferver of the univerfc r
; and under him inferior

deities, formed by his hands, inverted with a por-

tion of his authority, and worthy of our venera-

tion. Penetrated with the molt awful refpect for

the Sovereign Being, he every where proftrated

himfeif before him > and every where honoured

the fubordinate divinities, by whatever name they

Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 780.

Id. ibid. lib. 4, p. 803.
P Id. ibid, lib* 1, p. 709.
1 Id. ibid, libr 1, p. 720.
» Cudw. Syft. Intellect, cap. 4, § 23. Bruck. Hiflor. Philof

1. i. p. 560, Sec.



A N A C H A R S I S. 403

were invoked, provided no human frailties were

attributed to them, and their worfhip was free from

fuperftitions, by which it muft be disfigured. Ce-

remonies may vary among different nations ; but

they ought all to be authorized by the laws, and

to be accompanied by the purity of intention s
.

He did not enquire into the origin of the evil

which prevails in the moral as well as in the natu-

ral world : but he was acquainted with the good

and evil which are the caufes of the happinefs and

unhappinefs of man ; and on this knowledge he

founded his fyftem of morality.

The true good is permanent and unalterable;

it fills without fatiguing the foul, and infpires it

with profound tranquillity for the prefent, and

abfolute fecurity for the future. It confifts not,

therefore, in the enjoyment of pleafures, power,

health, riches, and honours •, thefe advantages, and

all thofe which moft excite our defies, are not

good in themfelves, fince they may be profitable or

hurtful according to the ufe which is made of

them r
, or the effects which they naturally produce :

fome of them are accompanied by the moft painful

fenfations, and others followed by difgufl and re-

morfe •, all aredeftroyed as foon as they are abufed,

and we ceafe to enjoy when we fear to lofe them.

8 Xcnoph. Memor. lib. 4, p- 803.
1 Piat. in Men. t. ii. p. S3. Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 777

;

Kb. 4, p. 798.

D d 2
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Our ideas of the evils which we dread are not

more juft: there are fome of them, as difgrace,

ficknefs, and poverty, which, notwithstanding the

terror they infpire, fometimes bring with them

more real advantages than honours, riches, and

health".

Thus, placed amid objects of the nature of

which we are ignorant, our fluctuating and uncer-

tain minds can only difcern, by a dim light, what

is good or evil, juft or unjuft, honourable or dis-

graceful x
j and as all our actions are the effect of

choice, and as this choice is the more blind the

mere it is important, we are incefTantly in danger

of falling into the fnares by which we are furround-

ed. Hence fo many contradictions in our conduct,

fuch inftability in our virtues, and fo many fyftems

of happ'nefs which prove to be without foundation.

Yet have the gods granted us a guide to con-

duct us through thefe uncertain paths. This guide

is wifdom •, which is the greater! good, as igno-

rance is the greateft evil y
. Wifdom is enlightened

reafen*, which, diverting the objects of our hopes

and fears of their falfe colours, mews them to us

fuch as they are in themfelvcs, fixes our unfettled

judgments, and determines our will by the fole

force of evidence.

u Xenoph. Memor. lib. 4, p. 798 et 799.
* Plat, in Alcib. 1, t. i. p. 117. Id. in Prota^. t. i. p. 357.
y Id. in Euthyd. t. i. p. 281, Diog. Laert. lib. 2, $ 3 1

.

z Xenoph. Memor. lib. j, p. 812.
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The man who is guided by this refplendent and

pure light is juft, becaufe he is convinced that it

is his intereft to obey the laws, and to do no in-

jury to any one'; he is frugal and temperate, be-

caufe he clearly perceives that excefTive indul-

gence in pleafure is followed by the lofs of health,

reputation, and fortune b
; he pofTefTes true cou-

rage, becaufe he knows danger, and the neccflity

of braving it
c

. His other virtues flow from the

fame principle, or rather they are only wifdom

applied to the different circumllanccs of life*
1

.

It hence follows that all virtue is a fcience which

is extended by exercife and meditation e
; and all

vice an error which, from its nature, mull pro-

duce all other vices f
.

This principle, frill difputed among the philofo-

phers, found opponents in the time of Socrates.

It was objected, that we have reafon to complain

of our weaknefs, but not of our ignorance; and

that if we commit evil, it is not for want of knowing

it to be fuchs. You know it not, anfwered he; you

would carefully fhun if, if you confidered i: as evil "

:

> Xenoph. Memor. lib. 4, p. 803, 605, Sc6.
k Plat, in Protag. t i. p. 35 ;.

c Xenoph. ibid. p. 612.
d Id. lib. 3, p. 77S ; li'>. 4, p. 8l2,
e Id. ibid. lib. 2, p. 7C4. Ariftot. Je Mor. lib. ^, cap. T3,

t. ii. p. 82. Id. Magn. Moral, lib. r. cap. 1, t. ii. p. 145.
f Plat, in Euthydern. t. i p. 281. id. in Protag. p. 557.
z Plat, in Protag. 1. 1, p. ^2.
h Id. ibid. p. 358. Id. in Men. t. ii. p. 77.

Dd 3
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but you prefer it to good, becaufe it appears to you a

{till greater good.

It was replied : We condemn this preference

which we give to it, both before and after we are

betrayed in:o it' ; but there are moments in which

the allurements of pleafure induce us to forget our

principles, and {hut our eyes to the confequences k
.

In fjcT, after all, how is it pofiible that we mould

vanquifh thofe paffions which enflave us in defpite

pf ourfelves ?

If you are Qaves, replied Socrates, you ought

no longer to imagine yourfelves virtuous, or, by

confequence, to expect happinefs. Wifdom,

which can alone beftow the latter, makes her voice

be heard only by men who are free, or who labour

to become io
1

. To reftore to you your liberty,

Ihe requires the facrifice of thofe wants which were

not given to you by nature. In proportion as

you mall delight in and meditate on her lefibns,

you mall with eafe fhake off every yoke which can

difturb or obfeure the mind -, for it is not the ty-

ranny of the pafllons which is to be feared, but

that of ignorance, which delivers you into their

hands by exaggerating their power : deftroy the

empire of the latter, and you will fee thofe illu-

fions which dazzle you, and thofe confufed and

' Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 7, cap. 3, t. II. p. 86.

K Plat, in i'rotag. p. 352 et 356.
: Xenoph. Merr.or. lib. 4, p. 808.
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unliable opinions which you have miftaken for

principles, inftantly difappear. Then fhall the

fplendour and beauty of virtue make fuch an irn-

prefiion on our fouls, that they fhall no longer be

#ble to refill the fovereign charm by which they

are attracted ; then may it indeed be faid that we

have it not in our power to be wicked m
, becaufe

it will no longer be poffiblt that we mould prefer

evil to good, nor even a fmaller advantage to a

greater ".

Intimately convinced of this doctrine, Socrates

conceived the extraordinary and noble defign of

diflipating, if it were not too late, the errors and

prejudices which are the unhappinefs and difgrace

of human nature. A fimple individual, without

rank, authority, or any interefted view, was feen

to undertake the dangerous and difficult tafk of

inflructing mankind, and conducting them by vir-

tue to truth ; he was feen to dedicate every mo-

ment of his life to this glorious miniflry, to dif-

charge it with all the zeal and moderation which

an enlightened love of the public good infpires,

and to fupport, as, much as was in his power, the

declining authority of the laws and of manners.

Socrates never fought to take a 'part in the ad-

miniftration of public affairs. By forming good

m Avidot Magn. Mor. lib. i. t. ii. cap. 9, p. 153.
" Plat, in Protag. t. i. p. 358. Id. in Men. p. 77.

Dd 4
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citizens, faid he, I more effectually render to

my country the iervice which I owe to it°.

As he wifhed not to make public his plans of

reform, nor to precipitate their execution, he com-

pofed no works, nor did he affect to collect his

hearers round him at ftated times p
. But in the

fquares and public walks, in (llect companies, and

among the lower ranks of people q
, he took ad-

vantage of the leafc opportunity to inftrucl in their

true interefts the magiftrate, the arcifan, and the

labourer-, in a word, z 11 his brethren, for in this

light he viewed all mankind 1 *. The conven-

tion at Hrft only turned on indifferent things; but

by degrees, and without their percei 'ing it, he

induced them to give him an account of tntir

conduct •, and the greater part learned with lurprife

that, in each condition, happinefs confifts in bemg

a good parent, a good friend, and a good citizen 5
.

Socrates did not flatter himfelf that his doctrines

would be approved by the Athenians while the

Peloponnefian war agitated all minds, and was the

caufe of the molt extreme licentioufnefs ; but he

° Xenopb. Mernqt> lib i , p 7 3^.

r Plut. An. Seni, cxc. t. ii, p. 796.
1 Xenoph. Memor. lib. r,p. 709. Plat, in Apol. t. i. p. 57.
»' Piut.de Exil. t.ii. p. 6co. Cicer, Tufcul. lib. 5, cap. 37,

t. ii. p. 392.
* SocrateB faid, I am a citizen of tbe world (Cicer. ibid) ;

Ariftippus, E am a ftranger every vvbtre (Xenopb. Memor. lib. 2,

p. 736) : thefe two expreliions fuffice to eharaCterife the matter

and the difciple.

* Plat, in Lach, t. ii. p. 187.
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prefumed that their children, more docile, would

tranfmit them to the fucceeding generation.

Thefe he attracted to himielf b/ the charmsof

his converfation, and fometimes by becoming a

companion in their pleafures, without particip-:ing

in their excefles. One of thcfe y uths, named

/Sfchints, after having heard him difcourfe, ex-

claimed -" Socrates, I am poor, but I give myfeif

to you without referve.'*-—" You know not," an-

fwered Socrates, " what a noble prefent you have

m leme c." His firft care was to difcover their true

character. He afiiited them by his queftions to

explain their own ideas, and compelled them by his

anfwers to reject them. More accurate definitions

gradually difp lied the falfe light they had received

in their earlier education, and doubts acutely ftarted

redoubled their inquietude and curiofity •
i for s

artconfifted in always bringing them to that point

at which they could neither endure their ignorance

nor their weaknefs.

Many, being unable to undergo this trial, and

bluftiin^- at their fituation, without having the for-

titude to extricate themfelves from it, forlbok So-

crates, who was not eager to recal them*. Others

learned from their humiliation to diftruft them-

felves, and from that inft ;u he ceafed to fpreaJ

f Diog. Laert.iib. 2, § 34.
u Xcii uph, M< nor, lib. j, p< 795.
f iu. ibid. p. 799.
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fnares for their vanity 7 : he fpoke to them neither

•with the feverity of a cenfor, nor the haughtinefs of

a fophift ; he dealt not in harm reproaches or im-

portunate complaints ; his difcourfe was the lan-

guage of reafon and friendfhip, in the mouth of

virtue.

He laboured to form their minds, becaufe each

precept ought to have its principle ; and exercifed

them in dialectics, that they might be enabled to

combat againft the fophifms of pleafure and the

paffions *.

Never was any man lefs fufceptible of jealouiy.

If his difciples wifhed to obtain a flight tincture of

the fciences, he directed them to matters whom he

believed more capable to inftruct them than him-

felf a
•, or, if they deiired to frequent other fchools,

furnifhed them with recommendations to the phi-

lofophers to whom they gave the preference b
.

His leffons were only familiar converfations, the

fubjec~t of which was fuggeftcd by the circum-

Itances of the moment. Sometimes he read to his

fcholars the writings of the fages who had preceded

him c
. He repeatedly read them, becaufe he knew

that to perievere in the love of virtue it is often

y Xenoph. Memor. lib. 4, p. 800.
z Id. ibid. p. 810.
a Id. ibid. p. 814.
b Plat, in Thecet. t. i. p. 151. Epift. Fnctur. cap. 46.

Arrian. inJLpift. lib. 3, cap. 5. Simpl. in Epidl. p. 311.
c Xenoph. M@mor.lib. I, p. 731.



ANACHARSIS. 4lI

necefTary to be convinced anew of thofe truths of

which we have before been perluaded. Sometimes

he difcu/Ted the nature of juftice, knowledge, and

the true good d
; then woul.i he exclaim—" Detefted

be the memory of him whd firft dared to make a

diftinc"tion between what is juft and what is ufe-

ful e !"—At other times he pointed out to them,

more at length, the relations that connect men with

each other, and ihofc between them' and the ob-

jects by which they are furrounded f
. Submiffion

to the will of parents, however rigid they may be;

and ftill more implicit iubmiflion to the commands

of our country, however fevered , equality of mind

in adverfity and profperky h
•, the obligation men

are under to render themfelves ufeful to other men,

and the neceftity that they mould continually be

in a ftate of warfare againft their own paffions, and

in a ftate of peace towards the paffions of others •,

thefe were the points of doctrine which Socrates

explained with equal perfpicuity and precifion.

Hence his difcourfes contained the elucidation

of a multitude of ideas novel to his hearers, and

abounded with maxims fimil.ir to the following,

taken at random from among many others which

A Xenoph. Memor. Plat paffim.

* Cic. de Le£. lb. I, cap. 12, t. iii. p. 126. Id. de Offic.

lib. 3, cap. 3, p. 2159.

f Xenoph. Memor. lib, 4, p. 704.
g Plat, in Crit. t. i. p. 51. Id. in Protag. p. 34.6. Xenoph.

Memor. lib. 2, p. 7:1.
h Stob. Serm. I47, p. 234,
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are ftill remembered •, fuch as that the fewer our

wants the nearer we approach to the divine nature'

;

that idlenefs degrades, and not labour^ that a

look of complacence on beauty introduces a mortal

poifon into the heart 1
; that the glory of the fage

confifts in being virtuous without affecYng to ap-

pear fo, and his pieafure in becoming ftill more

virtuous from day to day m ; that it is better to die

with honour than to live in ignominy •, that we

ought never to render evil for evil
n

; and, to con-

clude with one of thole alarming truths on which

hemoft frequently infilled, that it is the greateft of

impoftures to pretend to govern and conduct men

without pofiefling the requifite abilities °.

And, in fact, how was it poflible that the pre-

emption of ignorance mould not have difgufted

him who, after all his labours, and the knowledge

to which he had attained, believed he had icarcely

acquired the right of conferring that he knew no-

thing p—he who beheld in the ftate the mod im-

portant places obtained by intrigue, and confided

to perfons without knowledge or probity ; in fociety

and private families every principle obfcurcd, and

every duty mifunderftood -, and, among, the youth

J Xenonh. Memor. lib. J, p. 731.
k Id. ibid, p 720.
1 Id. ibid. p. 724.
m Id. ibid. p. 730 et 732.
" Plat, in v. n't. t. i. p. 49.
Xenoph. ibid. p. 7J2.

t Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 21. Id. in Thext. t. i. p. 1
5".
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of Athens, haughty and frivolous minds, whofe ar-

rogant claims knew no bounds, and whofe incapa-

city equalled their pride ?

Socrates, ever attentive to deftroy the high opi-

nion which the latter entertained of themieives %
read in the heart of Alcibiades the defire of being;

foon at the head of the republic, and in that of

Critias the ambition one day to fubject it. Both,

diftinguifhed by their birth and riches, fought to

obtain knowledge, that they might afterwards make

an oftentatious difplay of it before the people r
.

But the former was the mod dangerous, becaufe

he joined to thefe advantages the mod amiable

qualities. Socrates, after having obtained his con-

fidence, forced him toconfcls, with tears, fomctimes

his ignorance, and fometimcs his vanity •, and in

this confufion of fentiments the difciple declared

that he could neither be happy with fuch a mailer,

nor without fuch a friend. To avoid the force of

his arguments, Alcibiades and Critias at length

determined to fhun his prefence \

Succefs lefs iplendid, but more durable, though

it could not confole him for this lofs, recompenfed

his labours. To diffuade from engaging in public

employments fuch of his difciples as had not yet

acquired fuflicient experience to difcharge them

1 Xenoph. Mcmor. lib. 4, p. 791.
r Id. ibid. lib. 1, p. 713.
• I J. ibid. Hat. in Conviv. t. iii. p. z 1 5 et 216.
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properly*, and to induce others who declined them

from indifference or modefty to accept them"; to

reconcile his pupils and his friends when divifions

had taken place among them*; to reftore tran-

quillity to their families, and order to their affairs x
;

to render them more religious, more juft, and

more temperate 2—iuch were the effects of that

mild perfuafion which he inftillcd into the minds 3

of all who converted with him-, anJ fuch the

pleafures which tranfported his beneficent heart.

Thefe falutary effects were however lefs to be

afcribed to his ItfTbns than to his example b
. The

following obfervations will (hew that it was diffi-

cult for any one to frequent his company without

becoming better . Though born with the {Irons-

eft inclination, to vice, his whole life was the moft

exemplary model of virtue. It was with difficulty

that he obtained the victory over the violence of

his difpofition, whether becaufe this defect is the

moft difficult to correct, or becaufe it is that which

we moft eafily excuie, in ourlelvcs. But at length

his patience became invincible. The ill-temper

of Xanthippe his wife could not difturb the tran-

1 Xvnoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 772.
8 Id. ibid. p. 774. Diog. Laert. lib. 2, § 29.
* Xenoph. ibid. lib. 2, p. 743.
y Id. ibid. p. 741 tt 755.
z Id. ibid. fib. 1, p. 711 ; lib. 4, p. 803 et 8c8.
a Id. ibid. p. 713 ; lib. 4, p. 814. Lucian. in Damonaft. t. it.

p. 379.
b Xenoph. Memor. lib. i,p. 712,
« Id. ibid. lib. i,p. 721.
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quillity of his mind d nor the ferenky of his brows c
.

He lifted his hand to ftrike his Have—" Ah !" faid

he, " if I were not angry !" and did not ftrike him f
.

He had requefted his friends to tell him when they

perceived any alteration in his countenance or

voice s.

Though he was very poor, he received no falary

for his inftru«5lions h
, and never accepted the offers

of his difciples. Some rich individuals of Greece

wifhed to prevail on him to live with them ', but

he refufed •, and when Archelaus king of Mace-

don offered him an eftablifhment at his court, he

refufed him likewife, alleging that it was not in

his power to return benefit for benefit k
.

He was not however negligent of his external

appearance, though this bore the marks of the

mediocrity of his fortune. His cleanlinefs refultcd

from thofe ideas of order and decency which go-

verned all his actions ; and the care which he took

of his health, from his defire to preferve his mind

free and tranquil 1
.

In thofe repafts in which pleafure fometimes

d Xenoph. In Conviv. p. 876. Diog. Laert. lib. 2, $ 36.
e Cicer. de Offic. lib. I, cap. 26, t. iii. p. 203. i£lian. Var.

Hid. lib. 9, cap. 7.
{ Senec. de Ira, lib. I, cap. 15.

e Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. 13.
h Xenoph. Memor. lib. 1, p. 712 et 729. Plat. Apol. t. i.

p. 19. Diog. Laert. lib. 2, § 27.
' Id. ibid § 2;;.

k Senec. de Bcnef. lib. J, cap. 6. Diog. Laert. ibid.

1 Xenoph. Manor, lib. 1, p. 7 1 2. I-'io^. Laert. lib. 2,$ 22.
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proceeds to licentioufnefs, his friends admired his

frugality m, and in his cunducl: his enemies revered

the purity of his manners n
.

He made feveral campaigns, in all of which he

gave noble examples of courage and obedience*

He had long hardened himfelf againft all the wants

of nature, and the inclemency of the feafons •, and,

at the fiege of Potidasa, when the fevere cold kept

the troops under their tents, he, without taking

a»:y precaution, Hill appeared in the fame drefs

which he wore at every other time, and was (em

to walk bare-footed on the ice p
. The fokiiers

imagined that he intended to infult their efFemi-

fiacy, but he would have done the fame had no

perfon feen nirrh

At the fame fiege, during a fally which the

garrifon made, having found Alcibiades covered

with wounds, he matched him from the hands of

the enemy •, and fome time afcer procured the prize

of bravery to be decreed to him, which he had

himfelf merited q
.

At the battle of Delium he was among the Iaft

who retired, by the fide of the general, whom he

afilfted with his advice, marching (lowly, and

m Xenoph. Memor. lib. i, p. 723. Diog. Laert. lib. 2,§ 27.
n Xenoph. Memor. lib. I, p. 724.

Id. ibid. p. 711 et. 729.
P Plat, in Conwv. t. iii. p. 220.

<J Id. ibid. Plut. in Alcib. t. i« p. 194** Diog. Laert. lib. 2,

7 fighting
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fighting as he retreated ; till perceiving the youth

Xenophon, exhaufted with fatigue, and thrown

from his horfe, he took him on his moulders, and

conveyed him to a place of fafety r
. Laches, his

general, afterwards declared, that victory muft have

been certain if every foldier had behaved like

Socrates s
.

This courage did not forfike him on occafions

perhaps Mill more perilous. Having been railed

by lot to the rank of fenator, he prefided, in virtue

of his office, with fame other members of the fe-

nate, in the alTembly of the people. The buftnefs

before them was an accufation againft fome gene-

rals who had gained a fignal victory. A fentence

was propofed no lefs defective from its irregularity

than oppreffive of innocence. The multitude

kindled into a rage at the lead contradiction, and

demanded that all who oppofed the proceedings

mould be placed among the number of the ac-

cufed. The other prefidents were intimidated,

and gave their approbation to the decree. Socrates

alone, intrepid in thcmidft of clamours and menaces,

protefted that, having taken an oath to judo-e

conformably to the laws, nothing fhould induce

him to violate it, nor did he violate it
c
.

r Plat, in Conviv. t. iii. p. 221. Strab. lib, 9, p. 403,
Diog. Laert. in Socrat. §22.

* Plat, in Lach. t.ii.p. 181.
1 Xcnoph. Hilt. Gnec. t. i. lib. I, p. 449. Id. Memor. lib. I,

p. 711 ; lib. 4, p. 803.

Vol. V. Ee
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Socrates frequently jefted on the refemblance of

his features to thofe which were attributed to the

godSilenus". He had a pleating and lively wir,

equal ftrength and folidity of character, and a pe-

culiar talent for rendering the truth manifeft and

interefting. His difcourfe was without ornament,

but frequently pofTeiTed elevation, and always pre-

cifion in the terms, and connection and propriety

of ideas. He affirmed that he had received lef-

fons in rhetoric from Afpaiia*, by which he no

doubt meaned that he had learned from her to ex-

prefs hirr.felfmore gracefully. He was intimately

acquainted with that celebrated woman, and with

Pericles, Euripides, and the moil diftinguifhed

men of his age : but his difciples were always his

real friends ; by them he was adored y : and I have

leen fome of them who, long after his death, ma-

nifefted the tendered emotions whenever, they re-

called him to mind.

In his converfations with his pupils and friends

he frequently fpoke of a genius which had attend-

ed him from his infancy 2
, and whofe infpirations

never urged him to any undertaking, but frequently

reftrained him when on the point of executing his

u Plat, in Conviv. p. 883. Id. in Thcset. t. i. p. 143. Id.

in Conviv. t. iii. p. 215.
* Flat, in Menex. t. i'. p. 235.
r Xenoph. Memcr. lib. 1, p. 731; lib. 2, p. 746 et 752;

lib 4, p. 817. Lucian. in Damonact. t. ii. p. 379.
« Plat. inTheag. t. i. p. 128.
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intention a
. If he confulted his monitor concern-

ing any project, the iiTue of which would have

proved unfortunate, he heard a fecret voice ; but

if the event were to be profperous, the genius was

filent. One of his difciples, aftonifhed at a lan-

guage fo unufual, preiTed him to explain more

clearly the nature of this divine voice •, but he

received no anfwer b
. Another made enquiry con-

cerning the fame fubject at the oracle of Tropho-

nius; but his curiofity was not better fatisfied c
.

Would Socrates have left their doubts unrefolved,

had he meaned nothing more by his genius than

that confummate prudence which was the refult of

his experience ? Did he wifh to lead them into

error, and gain their admiration and reverence

by exhibiting himfelf to them as an infpired man ?

No, anfwered Xenophon, to whom I one day pro-

pofed thefe queftions. Socrates never difguifed

the truth ; he was totally incapable of fuch deceit •,

he was neither fo vain nor fo fimple as to give

mere conjectures for true predictions ; he was him-

felf perfuaded -, and when he fpoke to us in the

name of his genius, it was becaufe he internally

felt its fecret influence d
.

Another difciple of Socrates, named Simmias,

a Plat, in Theag. t. i. p. 128. Id. in Phxdr. t. iii. p. 242.
Ciccr. de Divin. lib. I, cap. 54, t. iii. p. 45.

b Pint, de Gen. Socr. t. ii. p. 588.
« Id. ibid. p. 590.
« Xenoph. Memor. lib. 1, p. 708.

Ee2
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with whom I was acquainted at Thebes, affirmed

that his matter, convinced that the gods do not

render themfelves vifible to mortals, difregarded.

all the ftories that were told him of apparitions -

y

but that he liftened to, and queftioned with the

mod ferious attention, thofe who imagined they

had heard within them the accents of a divine

voice 6
.

If to thefe exprefs teftimonies we add that So-

crates, to the day of his death, declared that the

gods had fometimes deigned to communicate to

him a portion of their preicience f
; that he, as well

as his difciples, related many of his predictions,

which had been verified by the event £ ; that fome

of thefe were much fpoken of at Athens, and that

he never attempted to contradict the reports that

were current concerning them h
•, we fhall no

longer be able to doubt that he wifhed to be un-

deritood in the literal and exprefs meaning of his

words, when, fpeaking of his genius, he afferted

that he had felt within him what perhaps no other

perfon had ever experienced 1

.

By examining his principles and his conduct,

we may perceive by what fteps he arrived at a be-

• Plut; de Gen. Socr. t. ij. p. 58S.
1 Plut. Apol. t, i. p. 31. Diug. Laert. lib. 2, \ 32.

2 Xenoph. Apol. p. 703. I'luc. Jt Gen. &ocr. p. 581. iElian.

Var. Hift. lib. 8, cap. 1.

h Plut. ibid.

1 Pkt. dc Rep. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 496.
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lief that he had attained to fuch a privilege. At-

tached to the prevailing religion of his time, he

thought, conformably to the ancient traditions

adopted by the philofophers
k
, that the gods, com-

milerating the wants, and moved by the prayers

of the virtuous man, on certain occafions, by va-

rious figns, made known to him future events 1
.

In confequence of this idea he fometimes exhorted

his dilciples to confult the oracles, and fometimes

to apply themfelves to the ftudy of divination m
•,

while he himfelf, adopting the prevalent opinion

of his age", attentively obferved his dreams, and

obeyed them as the immediate notices of heaven .

Nor was this all : frequently he continued whole

hours ablbrbed in meditation •, during which time

his mind, difengaged from the fenfes, was elevated

imperceptibly to the ibnrce of duties aud of vir-

tues. But it is difficult to continue a long time,

as it were, beneath the eye of the Divinity, with-

out venturing to interrogate him, liftening to his

anfwers, and becoming familiar with thofe illufions

which a violent agitation of mind frequently pro-

duces. Ought we then to be furprifed if Socrates

fometimes miftook his pre-fentiments for divine

k Cicer. do Divin. lib. 1, cap. } ct 43.
I Xenoph. Memor. lib. i, p. 723.
m Id. ibid. lib. 4, p. 815.
II Ariilot. de Divin. cr.p. 1, t. i. p. 697.

Plat, in Cut. t. i. p. 44. Id. in Ph.rdon. p. frl. Cicer. dc
PiYin.lib, 1, cap. 25. t. iii. p. zz.

Ee^
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infpirations, and afcribcd to a preternatural caufe

the effects of prudence or of chance ?

Neverthelefs we find, in the hiftory of his life,

facts which might lead us to fufpect the integrity

of his intentions. What indeed can we think of

a man who, when followed by his difciples, fud-

denly flops, remains long abforbed in thought,

hears the voice of his genius, and advifes to take

another road, though no real danger threatens them

fhould they continue in that in which they are p * ?

I fhall adduce a fecond example. At the fiege

of Potidaea he was feen, from the dawn of day,

{landing without his tent, motionlefs, wrapped in

profound meditation, and expofed to the burning

rays of the fun •, for it was in fummer. The fol-

diers gathered round him, and fhewed him to each

other with admiration. In the evening, fome of

them determined to watch him all night. He
continued in the fame poflure till the following

day, when he rendered his homage to the fun, and

quietly retired to his tent q
.

Did he mean to exhibit himfelf to be gazed

upon by the army ? Was it poflible that his mind

p Pint, de Gen. Socr. t. ii. p. 580.
* Some of hi? difciples continued their way, notwithltanding

the advice of the genius, and met a drove of pigs which co-

vered them with mud. This ftory is related in Plutarch by Theo-

critus, a difciple of Socrates ; who refers to Simmias, another dif-

ciple of Socrates, as a witnefs.

<i Plat, in Conviv. t. iii. p. 220. Phavor. ap. Aul. Gell. lib. 2,

cap. 1. Dic>£- Laert. lib. 2, $ 23.
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fhould, during fo long a time, invefligate and fol-

low the connection of a chain of truths ? or have

his difciples, in tranfmitting to us thefe facts, mif-

ftated the circumftances ? We ieem compelled to

admit that the conduct of the wifeft and moit vir-

tuous men fometimes prefents us with impenetrable

obfeurities.

However this may be, notwithstanding the pre-

dictions which were attributed to Socrates, the

Athenians never entertained for him that refpect

which on fo many accounts he merited : his man-

ner mult necelfarily give them offence. Some

could not pardon him the difguft they conceived

at a difcufllon which they were unable to follow,

nor others his having extorted from them a con-

fefllon of their ignorance.

As he inculcated that the refearch after truth

ihould be begun by hefitation, and the diftruft of

the knowledge we might feem to have acquired ;

and as, to wean his young pupils from the falfe

ideas they had received, he led them gradually

from coniequence to confequence, till he compelled

them to confefs that, according to their principles,

wifdom itlHf might become hurtful', the by- (landers,

who were unable to perceive his views, acculed

him of plunging his difciples into doubts, main-

taining either fide of a queftion, and overturning

every iyftem, but erecting none r

.

•» * -* ———-
\ VhU in Men. t. ii. p. 80 et 84. Xenoph. Mem. lib. 4, p. 805.

E e 4
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As, when he chanced to be in company with

thofe by whom he was unknown, he affected to

know nothing, and diffembled his ftrength that he

might afterwards employ it with more fuccefs ; it

was faid that, by an infuking irony, he fought

only to fpread fnares for the fimplicity of others s *.

As the youth of Athens, who beheld the con-

tefls of men of wit with the fame pieafure as they

would have viewed the combat of wild bolts, ap-

plauded his victories, and on the flighteft occafion

employed the weapons which he had ufed, it was

inferred that his followers only learned of him the

love of difpute and contradiction r
•, and thofe

whofe cenfure was mildeft, obferved that he had

abilities fufficient to infpire his pupils with the

love of wifdom, but not to induce them to practife

its precepts u
.

He was rarely prefent at theatrical exhibitions

;

and, as he highly difopproved of the extreme licen-

tioufnefs of the comedies of his time, he drew on

himfelf the enmity of their authors x
.

As he fcarcely ever appeared in the aiTembly of

the people, and had neither influence nor any

means of buying or felling fuffrages, many merely

s Tim. an. Diog. Laert. lib. a, § 19. Xencph. Memor. lib. 4,

* vSce note at the end of the volume.
1 Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 23.
u Xenoph. Memor. lib. 1, p. 725.
* iElian. Var. Hill. lib. 2, cap. 13.
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confidered him as an idle and ufelefs man, who

(continually talked of reformation and vircue.

Thefe numerous prejudices united, produced an

Opinion, almoft general, that Socrates was only a

fop 1 lid, more able and adroit, and more refpeclable,

but perhaps not Ids vain, than the others y. I have

known intelligent Athenians who gave him this

name, long after his death z
; and during his life-

time lbme authors artfully employed it to revenge

themlclves for the contempt with which he had

treated them.

Ariitophanes, Eupolis, and Amifpias, ridiculed

him on the ftage a
, as they had done Pericles, Al-

eibiades, and almoft all thofe who had been at the

head of the government, and as other dramatic

writers had ridiculed other philofephers b
-, for there

was then a divifion between thefe two clafies of

literary men c
.

To expofe to ridicule the pretended genius of

Socrates, and his long meditations, Ar ilophanes

reprefenrs him fufpended in a bafket, refembling

his thoughts to the fubtle and light air which he

refpires d
, and invoking the clouds, the tutelary

y Ameipf. ap. Diog. Laert. lib. 2, § 28.
z ./Efchin. in Timarch. p. 2S7.
a Schol. Ariftoph. in Nub. v. 96. Diog. Laert. lib. 2, § 28.

Senec. de Vit. Beat. cap. 27.
b Senec. ibid.

c Plat de Rep. lib. 10, t. ii. p. 607. Argum. Nub. p. 50.

^ Ariftoph. in Nub. v. 229.
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deities of the fophifts, whofe voice he imagines

that he hears in the midft of the fogs and dark-

nefs by which he is furrounded e
. To inflame

againft him the prejudices of the people, he accufes

him of teaching the youth of Athens to contemn

the gods, and to deceive men f
.

Ariftophanes prefented his piece at the compe-

tition for the prize : it was received with applaufe,

but did not obtain the crown s
. He again brought

it on the ftage the following year, but with no

better fuccefs. He afterward retouched it, but

circumflances prevented it from being a third time

reprefented h
. Socrates, it is affirmed, was prefent

at the firft performance of this piece, and flood

up to mew himfelf to thofe flrangers who looked

for him among the fpectators"1

. Such attacks

Could no more make his fortitude than the other

events of life
K

. It is my duty," faid he, " to

correct my faults, if the farcafms of ,thefe writers

are well founded, and to defpife them if they are

not." He was cne day told that a certain perfon

had fpoken ill of him. " That is," replied he,

" becaufe he has not yet learned to fpeak well l "

e Ariftoph. in Nub. v. 291 et 329.
f Id. ibid. v. 112 et 246.
8 Id. ibid. v. ^25.
h Schol. Ariitoph. p. 51. Sam. Pet, Mifcell. lib. i, cap. 6.

Palmer. Exercit. p. 729.
• Ali in. Var. Kill, lib. 2, cap. 13.
k Senjc. do C01 ft. Sap. cap. 18.
1 Lio^. Laert. lib, 2, \ 36.
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Nearly four-and-rvventy years had elapfed from

the firft reprefentation of the Clouds, and the time

of perfecuticn feemed to be entirely paffed, when

he was unexpectedly informed that a young man

had prefented to the fecond of the archons m an

accufation conceived in the following terms

:

" Melitus, the fon of Melitus, of the borough of

Pithos, prefents a criminal accufation againft So-

crates, the fon of Sophronifcus, of the borough of

Alopece. Socrates offends againft the laws by

not acknowledging our gods, and introducing new

divinities under the name of genii ; he likewife

offends againft the laws by corrupting the youth

of Athens : the punifhment death"."

Melitus was a frigid poet, destitute of abilities,

who wrote fome tragedies, the remembrance of

which will only be prefcrved by the pleafintries

of Ariftophanes, who has ridiculed them . Two
accufers more powerful than himfelf, Anytus and

Lycon, made him the inftrument of their hatred p
.

The latter was one of thofe public orators who, in

the aflejnblies of the fenate and the people, difcufs

the interefts of the ftate, and direct at pleaiure the

opinion of the multitude, which difpofes of every

m Plat, in Futbyphr. t. i. p. 2.

n Id. Apol. t. i. p. 24. Xcnoph. Memor. lib. 1, p. 708.

Phavor. ap. Diog. Laert. lib. 2, ^ 40.

Ariftoph. in Ran. v. 1337. Schol. ibid. Suid. in MfXir.

f Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 23." Antiflb. ap. Diog. Laert. lib.:,

#39.
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thing 1

. He it was who managed the proceedings

on the accufation r
.

Confiderable riches, and fignal fervices rendered

to the ftate, placed Anytus among the number of

thofe citizens who poffeiTed the greateft influence

and authority 5
. He had fucceflively filled the

firft offices in the republic r
. As he had always

been a zealous parti fan of the democracy, and had

fuffered perfecution from the thirty tyrants, he was

one of thofe who mod contributed to their ex-

pulfion, and the re-eftablimment of liberty a
.

Anytus had long lived on friendly terms with

Socrates •, he had even once requefted him to give

fome inftructions to his fon, to whom he had com-

mitted the fuperintendance of a manufacture from

which he derived confiderable profits. But So-

crates having reprefenred to him that this degrad-

ing employment was neither fuitable to the dignity

of the father nor the difpofitions of the fon *, Any-

tus, offended at this advice, forbade the young man

to have any future intercourfe with his mafter.

Some time after, Socrates, in company with

Menon, one of his friends, difcufifed the queuion,

whether education can bellow thofe qualities of

t Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 4, t. if. p. 369.
r Di<v;. Ltffcft.Iib* 2, § 3&
5 Ifocr. in Callimach. t. ii. p. 495.
1 Lvf. in Agorat. p. 2^r. Id. in Dnrdan. p. 3S3.

• Xenoph. Hift. Grrec. lib. 2, p. 46$,
x Id. ibid. p. 706 ct 707.
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the mind and heart which Nature has refufed.

Anytus coming up, joined in the converfation.

The conduit of his fon, whole education he had

neglected, began to give him uneafinefs. In the

courfe of the converfation Socrates obferved that

the children of Themiftccles, Ariftides, and Pe-

ricles, initructed by different mailers in mafic,

' riding, and the gymnaftic exercifes, had arrived

at excellence m all thefe accomplilhments, but that

they never had poffeiTed the virtue of their fathers;

a certain proof, added he, that the latter could

find no preceptor who was able to render their

fons their equals in merit. Anytus, who ranked

himfelf with thefe great men, felt, or imagined he

perceived, the allufion •, and angrily anfvvered

—

" You fpeak of others with a licentioufnefs not to

be endured. Attend to what I fay :« be more on

your guard •, there is no place in the world where

it is eafier to do good or evil to any one than here,

and that you cannot but know "."'

To thefe private grievances were added others

which irritated Anytus, and which were common

to him with the greater part of the Athenians. Ic

will be neceifary to explain them, to make known

the principal caufe of the accufation againfl So-

crates *

:

y Plat, in Men. t. ii. p. 94.
z Obferv. Manufcrites de M. Frcrct fur la Condam nation de

$ocrate.
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Two factions have eon ftantly fubfifted at Athens,

the partifans of the ariftocracy, and thofe of the

democracy. The former, almoft always over-

powered by the latter, were obliged in profperous

times to confine themfelves to fecret murmurs •,

but when misfortunes attacked the ftate, and efpe-

cially towards the end of the Peloponnefian war,

they made feveral attempts, to deprive the people

of their excefiive power. After the taking of

Athens, the Lacedasmonians confided the govern-

ment of that city to thirty magiftrates, the greater

part of which were chofen from this clafs. At

their head was Critias, one of the difciples of So-

crates. In the fpace of eight months thefe tyrants

had committed more cruelties than the people

could be accufed of in the courfe of feveral cen-

turies. At length, however, a number of citizens,

who were at firft obliged to fly, united under the

conduct of Thrafybulus and Anytus •, the oligar-

chy was deftroyed, the ancient form of govern-

ment re-eftablilhed, and, to prevent any future

diffenfion, an almoft general amnefty enacted, that

pad offences mould be pardoned and buried in

oblivion. This decree was publifhed, and fanc-

tioned by an oath, three years before the death of

Socrates
z

.

The people took the oath, but they remembered

* Andocld. de Myftcr. p. 12.
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with dread that they had been deprived of their

authority, and were every moment expofed to

lofe it a fecond time •, that they were ftill depen-

dent on Lacedccmon, which conftantly laboured

every where to cftablifh the oligarchy •, that the

principal citizens of Athens maintained a corre-

fpondence with the Spartans, and were animated

by the fame fentiments. And what might not be

expected from that cruel faction in other circum-

ftances, when, in the midft of the ruins of the re-

public, fo much blood had been neceffary to fatiate

its fury ?

The flatterers of the multitude ftill more in-

creafed thele alarms, by reprefenting that certain

violent and reftlefs minds daily declaimed with

the moft offenfive temerity againft the nature of

the popular government ; that Socrates, the moft

dangerous of them all, becaufe pofTefTed of the

greateft abilities, inceiTantly corrupted the youth

of Athens by maxims contrary to the eftablifhed

conftitution ; that he had more than once been

heard to fay, that only madmen would confide

public employments, and the direction of the ftate,

to perlbns chofen from among a great number of

citizens by blind chance a
•, that Alcibiades, prac-

tifing the lefTons he had received from his mafter,

befides the other evils with which he had over-

a Xenoph. Memor. lib. 1, p. 712.
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whelmed the republic b
, had finally confpired

againft its liberty-, that Critias and Theramenes,

two others of his difciples, had not blufhed to

place themfelves at the head of the thirty tyrants;

and that, in a word, it was become abfoluteiy ne-

ceflary to repreis a licentioufnefs, the confequences

of which, as they were difficult to forefee, it would

be impoffible to avoid.

But what accusation could be brought againft

Socrates ? He could only be charged with ibme

diicourfes concerning which the laws had deter-

mined nothing •, and which of themfelves did not

conftitute a fpecific offence, fir.ee they had not a

neceflary connection with the misfortunes that had

befallen the ftate, Befides, by making them the

only ground of the accuiation, there would be

danger that the animofity of parties fhouid again

be excited, and it would be neceffury to recur to

events which the amnefty had decreed fhouid be

for ever forgotten.

The plan marked out by Any^us provided

againft thefe inconveniences, and was adapted at

once to gratify his private enmity and the ven-

geance of the popular party. The accufcr, by

profecuting Socrates as an impious perfon, had the

greateft roafon to expeel that he fhouid effect his

dcftrucYion ; fince the people always received with

b Xenoph. Memor. lib. I, p. 713.

easernefso
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cagernefs acQufations of this kind c
, and, confound-

ing Socrates with the other philofoohers, were

perfuaded that they could not treat on the nature

without denying the exiftence of the gods d
. Be-

sides, the greater pare of the judges having for-

merly been prcfent at the reprelentation of the

Clouds of Arillophanes, {till retained, with refpect

to Socrates, thole difadvantageous impreflions

which, in a great citv, are fo eafily received and

with fuch difficulty removed e
.

On the other hand, Melitus, by profecuting

him as the corrupter of youth, might, under fa-

vour of fo vague a charge, incidentally recur,

without danger, to facts proper to irritate the

judges, and alarm the friends of the popular go-

vernment.

The fecret of thefe proceedings has not efcaped

pofterity. About fifty-four years after the death

of Socrates, the orator iEfchines, with whom I was

extremely intimate, faid, before the fame tribunal

which had condemned that philofopher :
" You

who adjudged to death the fophifl Socrates, con-

victed of having given leflbns to Critias, one of

thole thirty tyrants who deftroyed the democracy '."

During the firil proceedings, Socrates continued

quiet. His difciples, terrified, conjured him to

c Plat, in Euthyphr. t. i. p. 3.

d Id. Apolog. t. i. p. 1S.

e Id. ibid. p. 19.

f /EfcLiu. ic Timarcb. p. 287.

Vol. V. F f
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take meafures to dTfpcl the {Vorm. The celebrated

Lyfizs drew up for him a pathetic difcourfe, pro-

per to move the pafiions of the judges. Socrates

acknowledged that he found in it proofs of the

abilities of the orator, but objected that it did net

fpeak the nervous language which became inno-

cences.

One of his friends, named Hermogenes, one

day intreated him to employ himfelf in preparing

his defence h
. Thar, replied Socrates, has been

my employment from the hour of my birth;

let my whole life undergo an examination, and

that mail be my defence.

But, replied Hermogenes, the truth requires to

be fupported •, and you are not ignorant how many

innocent citizens have been deftroyed, and how

many guilty faved, before our tribunals, by the

power of eloquence. I know it well, anfwered

Socrates. I have even twice begun to arrange the

materials for my defence • but twice has the genius

which directs me checked me in my defign, and

I have acknowledged the wifdom of his counfel.

Until the prefent moment I have lived the moil

happy of mortals. I have frequently compared

my condition to that of other men, and never

have I found reafon to envy the lot of any perfon.

2 Cicer. de Orat. lib. I, cap. 54, t. i. p. 182. Diog. Laert,

lib. 2, § 40. Val. Max. lib. 6, cap. 4. Extern. No. 2.

h Xenoph. Apol. p. 7c 1. Id. Memor. lib. 4, p. 816.
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Ought I to wifh to live till the infirmities of old

age deprive me of the ufe of my lenfes, and, by

enfeebling my mind, condemn me to pafs only

ufelefs or wretched days !
? The gods, according

to every appearance, prepare for me a peaceful

death, free from pain, and the only one which I

could have wifhed. • My friends, the witneffes of

my departure, lhall not be ilruck with horror at

the fight, nor be compelled to commiferate the

weaknefs of humanity -, and in my laft moments I

ihall (till have fufficient ftrength to raife my eyes

to them, and give them to underftand the fenti-

ments of my heart k
.

Posterity fhall decide between my judges and

me ; and while it fhall load their memory with op-

probrium, it mall clear mine from the imputations

of my enemies, and do me the juftice to declare

that, far from endeavouring to corrupt my fellow-

citizens, I have inceffantly laboured to render

them better men '.

Such was the difpofition of his mind when he

rppeared before the tribunal of the Heliaftae, to

which the king-archon had referred the decifion of

the caufe, and which on this occafion was com-

pofed of about five hundred judges m .

1 Xenoph. Mcmor. lib. 4, p. 817.
k Id. Apol. p. 702.
1 Id. ibid. p. 706. Id. Memor. lib. 4, p. 817.
m Mem. de 1' Acad.es Bell. Lettr. t. xviii. p. 83. Obferv.

Manufcrites de M. Freret fur la Condemn, dc Socrate.

F f 2
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Melitus and the other accufers had concerted

their attacks at leifure. In their pleadings, fup-

ported by every artifice of eloquence n
, they had

introduced with confummate art a variety of cir-

'cumftances proper to prejudice the judges. I fhall

Hate fomeof their allegations, and the anfwers they

produced.

Firft crime of Socrates : He does not acknowledge

the gods cf Athens, though, by the laws of Draco, it

is the duty ofevery Citizen to honour them °.

The anfwer to this charge was eafy. Socrate3

frequently offered facrifkes before his houfe, and

often, during the feftivals, on the public altars, in

the view of the whole city, and of Melitus himfelf,

had he deigned to give attention to what he faw r
„

Eut as he had inveighed againft the fuperfcitious

practices that had been introduced into religion %
and could not endure that hatred and other fhame-

ful pafllons fhould be attributed to the gods r
, it

was eafy to render him odious in the eyes of thofe

who are ever ready to entertain fufpicions of ra-

tional piety.

Melitus added that, under the name of genii,

Socrates fought to introduce novel divinities

n Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 17.

Porphyr. de Abftin. lib. 4, p. 3801
p Xenoph. Apol. p. 703. Id. Memor. lib* t, p. 705 et 708a

Thcodedh ap. Ariftot. Rhet. Kb. 2, cap. 23, t. ii. p. 577.
1 Plut. de Gen. Socr. t. ii. p. 580.
r Flat, in Euthjphr. t. i. p. 6.
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among the Athenians, and that fu.h audacity me-

rited the punifhment denounced by the laws. The

orator here indulged himfelf in feverai pleafantries

concerning that fpirit whofe fecret inlpirations

were boafted by the philcfophcr*.

This voice, anfwered Socrates, is not that of a

new divinity, but that of the gods whom we adore.

You all acknowledge that they forefee future events,

and are able to make them known to morrals.

To fome they reveal them by the mouth of the

Pythia, and to others by various other figns : to

me they rnanifeft them by an interpreter whofe

oracles are preferable to the indications drawn

from the flight of birds ; for my dilciples will tes-

tify that I have never foretold to them any thing

which has not come to pafs.

At thefe words loud murmurs of difapprobation

were heard among the judges 1
; which Melitus

might have increafed, had he feized the opportu-

nity to obferve that, by countenancing the pre-

tended revelations of Socrates, fanaticifm muft

fooner or later be introduced into a country where

it was fo eafy to work on the imagination ; and

that many would confider it as a duty r.ither to

cb-.'y the directions of a particular fpirit, th~n the

commands of the magiftrate. Melitus does not

appear to have perceived this danger".

• Piat. Apol. t. i. p. I.

1 Xenoph. Apoi. p.
j

1 Frtrtt, Oblerv. Manuf r.

i^ f 3
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Second crime of Socrates: He corrupt the ycttth

tf Athens. This charge did not relate to his con-

dud, but his doctrine. It was alleged, that his dif-

ciples only learned from his lefTons to difregard

the ties or' kindred and of friendship *. This ac-

cufation, founded on fome exprefiions malignantly

interpreted, only ferved to {hew the difingenuouf-

nefs of the profecutors •, but Melitus refumed his

advantage, when he infinuated that Socrates was.

the enemy of the people. Ke fpoke of the inti-

mate connexions of the philolbpher with Alcibi-

ades and Critias ?. It was anfwered, that they had

difplayed virtues while under his guidance ; that

their matter had at all times condemned the licen-

tious extravagances of the former; and that, during

the tyranny of the latter, he was the only perfon

who dared to oppofe his will.

To conclude, laid Melitus to the judges, you

have been chofen by lot to adminifter jultice, and

by the fame mode of appointment have filled

important offices of magiftracy. This method of

election, the more effential fince by it alone a kind

of equality can be preferved among the citizens,

Socrates has cenfured ; and the youth of Athens,

after his example, learn no longer to refpect this

fundamental principle of the conftitution *.

x Xenoph. Apol. p. 704. Id. Memor. lib. 4, p. 719.
y Id. Memor. lib. J, p. 7

1
5.

* Id. ibid. p. 7} 2.
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Socrates, when he cenfured an abufe that com-

mitted to chance the fortune of individuals and the

fate of the republic, had only fpoken what the

molt intelligent Athenians 3 thought.' Befides,

fiich difcourfe, as I have obferved above, could

not be fuppofed to fubjec"fc him to the punimment

of death, which the accufer had ftated in his in-

dictment to be due to his crime.

Many of the friends of Socrates openly efpoufed

hiscaufe b
, ethers wrote in his favour •, and Mcli-

tus mull have been defeated, had not Anvtus and

Lyccn come to his afiiftance
d

. It is remembered,

that the former dared to reprefent to the jud

that the prifoncr either ought not to have been

brought before their tribunal, or that they ou^hc

to condemn him to death •, fince, mould he be ac-

quitted, their children would only be (till more

ftrongly attached to his do&rine e
.

Socrates made a defence, that he might obey the

Jaws
f

i
but he made it with the firmnels of inno-

cence and the dignity of virtue. I mall hci-c add

fome paffages from the difcourfe which his apolo-

g'fts, and efpccially Plato, have put into his mouth,

as they will ferve to pounray his character.

' [focr. Art ip. t. i. p. 322.
k '

'

'•"''-.
705.

' ! '. 'I/: .

* P'.r.t. Apol. t. i. p. 36.
f Id. ibid. p. :q.
1 Id. ibid. p. 19.

Ff 4
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" I appear before this tribunal for the firft time

in my life, though I am more than feventy years

of age. The forms and ftyle of the proceedings

are entirely new to me, I am about to fpeak a

foreign language, and the only favour which I

have to requeft is, that you would rather be atten-

tive to my arguments than my words •, for it is

your duty to determine what is ju ft, and mine to

declare to you the truth E ."

After having cleared himfelf from the crime of

impiety h
, he proceeded to the fecond head of the

accufation.

" It is alleged that I corrupt the youth of

Athens. Let my accufer produce one of my dif-

ciples whom I have drawn into vice 1

. I fee many

of them in this afiembly ; let them arife and de-

pofe againft their corrupter k
. If they are with-

held by fome remains of refpect for their precep-

tor, whence is it that their fathers, their brothers,

their kinfmen, do not at this moment invoke

againft me the utmoft ftverity of the laws ? Why
has MeJitus neglected to avail himfelf of their

teftimony ? It is becaufe, far from accufing me,

they have unfolicited haflened to aflift and vindi-

cate me.

" My death will not be imputed to the ca-

S Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 17.

h Xenoph. Apol. p. 703.
• Id. ibid, p, 704.
* Flat. Apol. t. i. p. 33^
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Iumnles of Anytus and Melitus l
, but to the hatred of

thofe vain or unjuft men whole ignorance or vices

I have unmafked ; a hatred which has already been

the deftruction of very many worthy perlbns, and

will hereafter occafion the ruin of many more-, for

I ought not co flatter myfelf that it will be fatiated

with my punifhment.

" I have drawn on'myfelf this enmity by wish-

ing to difcover the meaning of an anfwer of the

Pythia m, who hud declared that I was the wifeft

of men." Here loud murmurs cf indignation

were heard among the judges n
. Socrates conti-

nued :
" Aftonifhcd at this oracle, T interrogated,

among the different chiles of citizens, thofe who

enjoyed a diftinguifhed reputation ; but I every

where only found prefumption and hypocrify. I

endeavoured to infpire them with doubts of their

own merits, and I rendered them my irreconcile-

ab'.e enemies. I hence concluded that wifdom

appertained only to the Divinity, a d that the

oracle, by pointing one me as an example, only

intended to fignify that he is the wiled man who

leaft thinks himfelf wife °. Should I be ceh lit red

for having dedicated fo m?ny years to enquiries

fo dance; ous, I fhall reply, that we ought not to

think either life or death ol importance when it is in

1 V. 1 p. 28.
m Id. ibid. p. ' 1

n Xenoph. Apul. p. 7 -3.

• Plat.Apoi l. i. p. 23,
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our power to be ufeful to others. I believed my-

felf deftined to inftruct mankind •, I believed I had

received fuch a million from heaven p
•, I had de-

fended, at the hazard ofmy life, the potts in which

I had been ftationed by the generals of my coun-

try, at Amphipolis, at Potidiea, and at Delium

:

and it was my duty to maintain, with ftill more

courage, that which the gods have afligned me in

the midft of you ; nor could I abandon it with-

out difobeying their orders, and rendering mjfelf

vile in my own eyes "-.

" I will go ftill further. Should you this day even

Ou*er to acquit me on condition that I mould keep

filence in future r
, I would fay to you : O my

judges ! I doubtlefs love and honour you, but it

is mv duty to obey God rather than you : while I

have breath I will never ceafe to raife my voice,

as has heretofore been my practice, and fay to all

I fee : Are you not afiiamed to purfue after riches

and honours, while you neglect the treafures of

wifdom and virtue which would adorn and render

perfect your fouls ? I would unceafingly importune

them with entreaties and queftions ; I would

compel them to blufh at their blindnefs, or their

falfe virtues ; and I would prove to them that they

beftow their higheft efteem on goods which merit

only contempt.

p Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 30.

«i Id. ibid. p. 28.
r Id. ibid. p. 2<).
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t; Such are the truths which the Divine Being has

commanded me inceffantly to declare to old and

young, to citizens and ftrangers •, and, as my obe-

dience to his orders is to you the greateft of his

benefits, if you put me to death you will reject the

gift of God, and you will not afterwards find any

perfon animated with the fame zeal. It is there-

fore your canfe which I this day maintain, while I

appear to defend my own. For, indeed, .

and Melitus may calumniate, may hanim, mav

deprive me f 1 ife, but never can it be in tl

power to harm me. They are more to be ied

I am, fincethey arc unj

" To efcape from their perfecution I have nor,

after the example of ethers when" accufed, had

courfe to clandeftine intrigues or open folic'.

I have entertained too much 1 for you to

feek to move your pafuons by my tears, or by

thofe of my children and friends c>

me'. Such fcenes are indeed proper to excite

emotions of pity on the ftage, but here the v -

of truth ought alone to be heard. You have taken

a folemn oath to judge according to the laws.

Should I induce you to violate that oath, I mould

indeed be guilty of impiety •, but, more fli

perfuaded than my adverfaries of the exiftence of

;

Plat. Apol. 1. 1, p.

* Id. ibid. p. 34. Xcnoph. Mcn:or. lib. 4, p. ^24.
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the Divine Being, I, without ftar, commit myfelf

to his juftice and to yours ."

The judges of Socrates were for the moft part

perfons taken from tlie dregs of the people, and

deft: rule of knowledge or principles. Some of

them confidered his firmnefs as an infulr, and

othc-is were offended at the praifes he bellowed on

himfeif*. The majority therefore voted him at-

tainted and convicted i but his enemies only gained

their point by a fmall number of voices?. They

would have had ftill fewer, and even have been

liable to punifhment themielves, had he made the

imallefl effort to incline the judges in his favour 2
.

According to the laws of Athens, a fecond trial

was neccflary to decide on the punifhment 3
. Me-

litus in his accufation had fluted that the crime

merited death. Socrates might have chofen be-

tween a fine, baniihment, or perpetual imprifon-

ment. He apain addreffed his judges, and faid,

that to fpecify any punifhment would be to con-

fefs himfeif guilty of a crime b
; but that, as he had

rendered the greateft fervices to the republic, he

in reality deferved to be maintained in the Pryta-

neum at the public expence c
. At thefe words,

u Plat. Apol. t. i. p. ^5. Xenoph. Memor. Kb. 1, p. 722,
* Xenoph. ibid. p. 707.

y Plat, ib.'d.
J.

i. p. 36.
1 Xenoph. ibid. lib. 4, p. 8c4.
» Cicer. de Orat. cap 54, t. i. p. 182.

»> Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 37. Xenoph. Apol. p. 705.
* Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 37.
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eighty of his judges, v. ho had before voted in his

favour, went over to the party of the profecuror J
,

and judgment of death by poifon was pronounced*.

Socrates received his fentence with the tranquil-

lity of a man who during his whole life had learned

to die e
. In a third difcourfe he confoled thofe

of his judges who had acquitted him, by obferving

that no evil can happen to the virtuous man, nei-

ther while he lives nor after his death f
. To thole

who had accufed or condemned him, he repre-

fented that they muft incefiantly fuffer from the

remorfe of confcience s and the reproaches of

men -, that death being to him a gain, lie felt no

anger againft them, though he had reafon to com-

plain of their hatred. He ended with thefe

words :
" It is time for us to depart, I to die, and

you to continue to live ; but whether of thefe be

the better lot is known only to the Divine Being h."

When he left the court to return to prifon, no

alteration was difcernible either in his countenance

or his gait. He faid to his difciples, who melted

d Dicg. Laert. lib. 2, § 4:.
* According to Plate ^ Apol. t i. p 38.) Socrates confented

to propofe a (light fine, for which feme of his difciples, and Plato
among others, mould be fecurity (Diog. La< t. Kb. 2, § 41.).
Vet Xsnophon makes him fay, that he could ret, without con-

feffing that he was guilty, condemn himfelf to the fmalleft punifh-

tent.
' Plat. IB Phxdon. t. i. p. 64 ct 67.
f Id. Apol. t. i. p. 41.
t Xenoph. Apol. p. 70c. Plat. Apo'. p, 39.
b Plat. Apol. t. Lp.40 c: 4 x,
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into tears around him : Why do you weep novf

for the jSrft time ? Were you ignorant that Nature,

when die granted me life, condemned me one day

to refign it ? I am in defpair, replied the youth

Apollodorus, to think that you ihould die innocent.

Would you rather chcofe, replied Socrates, with

a imile, that I fiiould die guilty ? He faw Anytus

pals by, and faid to his friends, How proud is that

man of his triumph ! He knows not that virtue

muLt ever be victorious'.

The next day after his trial *, the prieft of

£polio placed a crown on the ftern of the galley

which annually carries the offerings of the Athe-

nians to Delos !t

. From the time of the perform-

ance of that ceremony to the return of the yeffel,

the law forbids the execution of any fentence ot

death.

Socrates paflbd thirty days in prifon 1

, furrounded

by his difciples, who, to affuage their grief, were

continually coming to enjoy his company and con-

verfation, believing at each vifit that they faw and

heard him for the lad time.

One morning when he awoke, he perceived

Crito, one of his friends whom he particularly

*med, feated near his bed m
. You come fboner

- Xenoph. .

.- .'..
; . 706.

* Le knderr.azh.
;

:t ; but. the words of Plato are,

1 yire hit triau A.
k Plat, in Plia 1. t, t. p. 50.

. ; ...i /,-. lib. 4, p. 8:5.
n Plat, in Crit. t. i. p. 43.
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than ordinary, furely, faid he to him : is it not ycc

very early ? Yes, aniwered Crito- it is fcarcely day.

Socrates. I am furprifcd the keeper of the prifoh

•would let you in.

Crito. He knows me j I have made him fome

trifling prefents.

Socrates. Have you been here long ?

Crito. Some time.

Socrates. Why did you not awake me ?

Critc. You were in iuch a quiet ileep that I

could not prevail on mylllf to difturb you. I had

always admired the calmnefs of your mind, but at

this moment it made a ftill more forcible impref-

fion on me.

Socrates. It would be a fhame indeed if a man

of my age fhould be difturbed at the approaches

of death. But what has induced you to come ib

early ?

Crito. Intelligence the mod; afflicting, not to

you, but to me and your friends ; the mod cruel

and dreadful intelligence.

Socrates. Is the fhip returned ?

Crito. It was it^n yefterday evening off Sunium :

it will no doubt arrive tct-day, and to-morrow will

be the day of your death.

Socrates. So let it be, fince fuch is the will of the

gods *.

* Crito thourht the fhip would arrive on that day at the Pi-

ra ; but it did not come till the next, and the death of Socrates

deferred for :. zi:\
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Crito then reprefented to him that, unable to

bear the idea of his death, he had, with fome

friends, taken a relblution to facilitate his efcape

from prifon ; that the necefiary meafures were

concerted for the following night; that a fmall

fum of money would be fuiflcient to corrupt the

keepers, and filence their accufers •, that an ho-

nourable retreat might be procured for him in

Theffaly, where he might lead a peaceful life -

y

that he could not refufe to comply with their re-

queft, without failing in his duty to himfelf, to

his children, whom he would leave in want, and

to his friends, who would be for ever reproached

with not having facrinced all that they pofTeiTed

to preferve his life
11

.

Oh i my dear Crito, replied Socrates, your zeal

is not conformable to the principles I have eon-

ftantly profefled to follow, and which the moil

cruel torments mall never compel me to abandon *

It will be firfi proper to reply to what you al-

lege concerning the reproaches which you fear

from men. You know that we are not to be

guided by the opinion of the greater number, but

by the decision of thofs who are able to diftinguifh

juftice from injuftice, and truth from falfehood p
.

Jt is alio necefiary to difpel the fears with which

n Plat, in Crit. 1. 1 p. 44.
• Id. ibid. p. 46. Xenoph. Aped. p. 70c,

r Plat, in Crit. p. 48.

you
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you wifli to infpire me for my children : they will

receive from my friends the fervices which their

generofity now offers to me q
. Thus the whole

queftion will be reduced to the enquiry, whecher

it be conformable to juftice that I mould leave

this place without the permiffionof the Athenians r ?

Have we not frequently agreed, that in no cir-

cumftances it can be allowable to render injuftice

for injuftice' ? Have we not alfo eftablifhed it as

a principle, that the rirft duty of the citizen is to

obey the laws, and that this can be difpenfed with

under no pretext? But would it not be to deprive

them of all their power, and abfolutely to annihi-

late them, were I to prevent their being carried

into execution ? Had I fuppofed I had reafon to

complain of them, I was at liberty, and it was in

my power to remove into another country c
•, buc

I have hitherto borne their yoke with pleafure,

and have a thoufand times experienced the effects

of their protection and beneficence ; and now, be-

caufe my enemies have abuied thern to my de-

ftruclion, you wi(h me, that I may revenge myfelf

on them, to deftroy the laws, and conlpire againft

my country, of which they are the fupport.

I (hall add, that they had prepared me a refource.

After my rlrft trial I might have condemned my-

i Plat, in Crit. p. 54.
r Id. ibid. p. 48.
s Id. ibid. p. 49.
1 Id. ibid. p. 5 1

.

Vol. V. G g
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felf to banilhment only ; but I chofe to undergo a

fecond, and I have openly declared that I would

prefer death to exile". Shall I then, regardlefs

alike of my word and my duty, fly, to expofe to

foreign nations Socrates profcribed, difgraced,

become the corrupter of the laws, and the enemy

of authority, that I may yet live a few wretched

and ignominious days ? Shall I fly, to perpetuate

the remembrance of my weaknefs and my crime

in diftant countries, where I can never dare again

to pronounce the words juftice and virtue without

a confcious blufh, and drawing on myfelf the mofl

cruel reproaches ? No, my friend, ceafe to per-

fuade me ; and fuffer me to purfue the path which

the gods have marked out for me *.

Two days after this converfation 7
, the eleven

magiftrates, whofe office it is to fee that criminals

are executed according to their fentence, came

early in the morning to the prifon, to have his

jrons taken off, and give him notice that he was

to die that day a
. Many of his difciples after-

wards entered. There were about twenty of them.

They found with him his wife Xanthippe, with

the youngeft of his children in her arms. The

moment fhe perceived them, fhe exclaimed, with

loud cries and fobbings : Ah ! my hufband, your

" Plat, in Crit. p. 52.
x Id. ibid. p. 54.
y Id. in Phaed. p. 59.
* Id. ibid.
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friends are come to vifit you, and for the laft time

!

Socrates having requefted Crito to caufe her to be

fent home, me was taken away, uttering the moft

doleful lamentations, and tearing her face a
.

Never had the difciples of Socrates feen him

difplay fuch patience and courage ; they could noc

look on him without being overwhelmed with

grief, nor liften to him without the livelier! tranf-

ports of pleafure. In his lad converfation he laid

to them, that it was not lawful for any one to de-

prive himfelf of life •, becaufe, as we are placed on

earth as foldiers in a poll afllgncd them by their

general, we ought not to quit our ftation without

the permifllon of the gods b
; that, for himfelf, he

•Was refigned to their will, and fighed after the mo-

ment which would bellow on him the happinefs

he had endeavoured to merit by his conduct

through life
c

» From this difcourfe palling to the

doctrine of the immortality of the foul, he endea-

voured to eftabliih it by a multitude of proofs,

which juftified his hopes. " And even," faid he,

" though theie hopes mould be without founda-

tion, befides that the lacririces they required have

not prevented me from being the happieft of men,

they remove far from me the bitternefs of death,

a Plat, in Ph^J. p. 6c.
b Id. ibid. p. 62.

[ Id. ibid. p. 67 et 6S.

Gg 2
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and diffufe a pure and delicious joy over my laft

moments'1 ."

" Thus," added he, " every man who, re-

nouncing pleafure, has laboured to adorn his foul,

not with foreign ornaments, but fuch as are fuitable

to it, as juftice, temperance, and other virtues,

cannot but poiTefs an unfhaken confidence, and

quietly wait the hour of his departure. You will

follow me when yours mall arrive •, mine ap-

proaches •, and, to ufe the expreflion of one of our

poets, I hear already its voice which calls me."

Crito now afked him, whether he had no injunc-

tions to lay on them with regard to his children

or his affairs. " I have only to repeat," replied

Socrates, " the advice I have frequently given

you ; that you be virtuous. If you follow it, I

lhall not need your promifes j and if you neglect

it, they will be ufelefs to my family c."

He afterwards paffed into a fmall apartment

adjoining to bathe. Crito followed him: his other

friends continued in the room he had left, and

converfed together on the difcourfe they had juft

heard, and the fituation in which they were loon

to be left by his death. They already confidered

themfelves as orphans deprived of the beft of fa-

thers, and lefs wept for him than for themfelves.

His three children were brought to him, two of

* Plat, in Phasd. p. 91 et 114.
e Id. ibid. t. i. p. 115.
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whom were yet extremely young : he gave fome

orders to the women who came with them, and,

after having fent them away, returned to his

friends f
.

A moment after, the keeper of the prifon en-

tered :
" Socrates," faid he, " I am certain that

I fhall not hear from you thofe imprecations with

which I am ufually loaded by perfons in the fame

fituation, to whom my office obliges me to give

notice that it is time to drink the poilbn. As I

have never feen any perfon in this place who pof-

fefTed fuch firmnefs of mind and mildnefs of tem-

per as you have always fliewn, I know well that

you are not angry at me, and that you do not

attribute to me your misfortunes ; you are but too

well acquainted with the authors of them : fare-

well ! endeavour to fubmit to neceflity." His

tears fcarcely permitted him to conclude what he

had to fay, and he retired to a corner of the priibn

that he might fhed them without reftraint. " Fare-

well,'* faid Socrates to him in reply, " I will fol-

low your advice:" and turning towards his friends,

How well-behaved and honeft is that man ! faid

he. Since I have been here he has frequently

come to converfe with me.—And now fee how he

weeps.—Crito, he mull: be obeyed. Let the poi-

f Hat. in Phsedon. t. i. p. 1 16 et 117.

G S 3
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fon be brought, if it be ready : if not, let it be mixed

as foon as pofiible.

Crito, in anfwer, reprefented that the fun was

not yet fet, and that others, in like circumftances,

had been permitted to defer drinking the poifon

for fome hours. " They," faid Socrates, " had

their reafons for what they did, and I have mine

for acting differently 6."

Crito then gave orders as he had been directed ;

and when the poifon was ready, a fervant brought

the fatal cup ; and Socrates having a(ked what he

was to do, the man anfwered :
" After you have

drunk the potion, you mull walk until you find

your legs begin to grow heavy, and then lie down

on your back." Immediately, without changing

countenance, he took the cup, with a fteady hand,

and, after having addrelTed a prayer to the gods,

advanced it to his mouth.

In this dreadful moment, terror and difmay

feized on all prefent, and involuntary tears

ftreamed from every eye. Some to conceal them

threw their mantles over their heads, and others

haftily arofe that he might not difcover their agi-

tation j but, when turning their eyes again upon

him, they perceived that he had drunk off the

poifon, their grief, too tong reftrained, burft forth

with violence, and their tears and fobbings re-

5 Plat, in PliKdcn. t. i. p. i :6.
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doubled when they heard the loud lamentations

of the youth Apollodorus, who, after having wept

the whole day, now made the prilbn refound with

the molt frantic cries h
.

" What are vou doing,

my friends ?" faid Socrates, without emotion :

il
I

fent away the women, that I might not witnefs

fuch weaknefs. Refume your courage •, I have

always faid that death ought to be accompanied

with good omens."

In the mean time he continued to walk till he

began to feel a heavinefs in his legs, when he laid

down on the bed, and wrapped himfelf in his

mantle. The man who had brought and given

him the poifon pointed out to the perfons prefent

the fucceffive progrefs of its effects. A mortal

cold had already frozen his feet and legs, and was

ready to invade the heart, when Socrates, raifing

his mantle, faid to Crito :
" We owe a cock to

iEfculapius, forget not to pay the vow *." It ihall

be performed, replied Crito ; but have you no

other command ? He returned no anfwer, but a

moment after made a flight motion. The fervant

having uncovered him received his laft look, and

Crito clofcd his eyes.

Thus died the mod religious, the moft virtuous,

and the moil happy of men *
-, trte only man, per-

— —- — 1." « '

h Plat, in Phsedon. t. i. p. 1 1 7.
* It was ufual to facrifice tliie bird to iEfculapius. (Se«

Pompcius Feftus do Signif. Verb. lib. 9, p. 189.)
» Plat. inPhxdon. t. i. p. 1 iS. X&ioph. Memor.lib. 4. p. $18.

Gg 4
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haps, who, without fear of being convicted of

falfehood, might boldly affirm : I have never either

in word or dted committed the fmalleft injuf.

tice
k *

k Xenoph. Memor. lib. I, p. 721 ; lib. 4, p. 805,
* See note at the end of the volume.
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CHAP. LXVIII.

Fejlivah and Myjleries of Elcufis.

1N0W proceed to fpeak of the moft important

article of the Athenian religion, of thofe myf-

teries, the origin of which is loft in the obfeurity

of time, of which the ceremonies infpire no lefs

dread than veneration, and the fecret of which has

never been revealed but by fome perfons imme-

diately condemned to death and the public execra-

tion' •, for the law is not fatisfied with depriving

them of life and confifcating their goods, the re-

membrance of their crime and punifhment mull

be preferved on a column expofed to every eye m.

Among all the myfteries inftituted in honour of

different divinities, there are none fo celebrated

as thole of the goddefs Ceres ; me herfelf, it is

faid, appointed the ceremonies. While fhe tra-

verfed the earth in learch of Proferpine, who had

been carried offby*Pluto, fhe arrived in the plain

ot Eleufis, and, plealed at the reception (he met

with from the inhabitants, bellowed on them two

1 Meuif. in Eleuf. cap. 20,

* Andoc. dc Myft. p. 7.
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fignal benefits ; the art of agriculture, and the

knowledge of the facred doctrine n
. The lefTer

myfteries, which ferve as a preparation to the

greater, were inftituted in favour of Hercules .

But let us leave fuch idle traditions to the vul-

gar, fince it is of lefs importance to be acquainted

with the authors of this religious fyflem than to

difcover its object. It is afferted that, wherever it

has been introduced by the Athenians, it has dif-

fufed a fpirit of union and humanity p
; that it pu-

rifies the foul from its ignorance and pollution '
;

that it procures to the initiated the peculiar aid of

the gods r
, the means of arriving at the perfection

of virtue, the ferene happinefs of a holy life
5
,

' and

the hope of a peaceful death and endlefs felicity r
.

The initiated fnall occupy a diftinguifhed place in

the Elyfian Fields u
, they fnall enjoy a pure light*,

and fhall live in the bofom of the Divinity ? •,

while thoie who have not participated in the myf-

* Ifocr. Pane,^. *• '« P- x 3 2 * Ariftid, Eleuf. Orat. t. i. p-4$o.
° Meurf. in Eleuf. cap. 5.

p Cicer. de Leg. lib. 2, cap. 14, t. Hi. p. 14S. Diod. Sic.

Kb. 13. P . 155.
1 Auguftin. dv> Trinit. lib. 4, cap. 10, t. viii. p. Sin. Procl.

in Rep. Plat. p. 369.
Sopat. Divif. Quxft. t. i. p. 370.

* Id. ibid. p. 33^.
s [focr. ibid. Cicer. ibid. Crinag. in Anthol. lib. t, cap. 28.

Diog. Laert. lib. 6, § 39. Axioch. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 371.
x Pind. ap. Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. 3, p. 51S. Ariftopli. in

Ran. v. 155 et 457. Spanh, ibid. p. 304. Sophocl. ap. Pint,

I. Poet. t. ii. p. 21.

Plat, in Phaed. t.i. p. 69 ct Si.
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tcries fhall dwell after death in places of darknefs

and horror*.

To fhun fo fearful an alternative, the Gfecks

repair from all parts to folicit at Eleufis the pledge

of' happinefs there offered them. From the mod:

tender age the Athenians are admitted to the cere-

monies of initiation a
, and thole who have never

participated in them requeft to be admitted to

them before they die b
•, for the menaces and re-

presentations of the punilhments of another life,

which they had before regarded as a fubject of de-

rifion, then make the ftrongeft impreffion on their

minds, and fill them with fears, which are fome-

times of the mod abject kind c
.

Yet fome enlightened perfons do not believe

that to be virtuous there is any neceflity for fuch an

affociation. Socrates would never be initiated,

and his refufal gave birth to fome doubts con-

cerning his religion d
. Diogenes was once ad-

vifed, in my prefence, to contract this facrcd en-

gagement ; but he anfwered :
" Patascion the

notorious robber obtained initiation •, Epaminondas

7 Plat, in Pliasd. t. J. p. 69. Id. in Gorg. t. i. p. 493. Id.

de Rep. t. ii, p. 363. Ariftoph. in Ran. v. 145. Spanh. ibid.

Panfan. lib. 10, cap. 31 , p. 876.
a Terent. in Phorm, aft. 1, fcen. 1, v. 1 ^ . Donat. ibid.

Turneb. Adv. lib. 3, cap. 6. Mem. de l'Acad. des Bell. Lettr.

t. iv. p. 654. Note of Madame Dacier on the pall'age in Terence.
b Ariftoph. in Pac. v. 374.
c Plat.dc Rep, lib. 1, p. 330. Zaleuc ap. Stob. Serm. 42,

P* 2? 9-
6 Lucian. in Demonaft. t. ii. p. 380.
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and Agefilaus never folicited it; is it poffible I

fhould believe that the former will enjoy the blifs

of the Elyfian Fields, while the latter (hall be

dragged through the mire of the infernal (hades e ?"

All the Greeks may claim to be admitted to

initiation into the myfteries f
, but the people of

every other nation are excluded by an ancient

law b. I had been promifed that this law mould

be difpenfed with in my behalf. I had in my
favour the title of citizen of Athens, and the

powerful authority of examples 11
. But as it would

have been neceflary that I mould have confined

myfelf to obierve certain practices, and abftain from

different kinds of eatables, which might have laid

me under a difagreeable reftraint, I contented my-

felf with making fome refearches concerning this

inftitution, and obtaining information of various

particulars relative to it, which I may make known

without fear of incurring the guilt of perjury.

I (hall annex them to the account of the laft jour-

ney that I made to Eleufis, on occafion of the

greater myfceries, which are annually 1 celebrated

there on the 15th of the month Boedromion k *.

< —- -.— . ,.. _,.,- . . — .. >

.

e Plut. de Aud. Poet. t. ii. p. zi. Diog. Lacrt. lib. 6, § 39.
f Herodot. lib. 8, cap. 65.

£ Meurf. in Elcuf. cap. 19.

* Id. ibid.

» Herodot. lib. 8, cap. 65.
k Julian. Orat. 5, p. 173. Petav. dc Doct. Temp. lib. J,

cap. S, t. i. p. 10. Id. in Themifi. p. 408.
* In the Metonic Cycle, the month Boedromion began on one

of the days between the 2 3d of Auguft and the 2 ill of September.
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The feftival of the lefifer myfteries is likewife an-

nual, and is obferved fix months before.

During the celebration of the former, all judicial

proiecutions are rigoroufly forbidden, nor may any

ieizure be made on any debtor already condemned

by the laws. On the day after the feftival, the

fenate makes a ftridt enquiry into the conduct of

thofe who are accufed of having by acts of vio-

lence, or in any other manner, difturbed the regu-

larity of the ceremonies l
•, and if they are found

guilty they are condemned to death, or to pay

heavy fines m . This feverity is perhaps neceflary

to maintain order among fuch an immenfe multi-

tude as is aflembled at Eleufis". In time of war,

the Athenians fend deputies to all parts of Greece,

to offer paftports to thofe who defire to attend at

the feftivals , whether they have received initia-

tion, or only come as fpectators p
.

I departed for Eleufis, in company with fome

friends, on the 14th of Boedromion, in the 2d year

of the 109th Olympiad*. The gate by which,

we leave Athens to go to Eleufis is named the

1 Andocid. de Myfter. p. 1 5, Sec.
m Demofth. in Mid. p. 631. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 36.
a Herodot. lib. 8, cap. 6j.

yEfchin. deFalf. Leg. p. 416.
P Lyf. in Andocid. p. 106.
* In this year the lit of Boedromion correfponded with the

20th of our month of September, and the 14th of Boedromion
with the 4th of October. The feftival began on the 5th of Octo-

ber in the year 343 before Chrift.

8



462 TRAVELS OF
facred gate, and the road which leads thither tha

facred way q
. The diftance is about ten itadia *.

After having croffed a rather high hill, which is

covered with laurel rofes r
, we entered the territory

of Eleufis, and arrived on the banks of two fmall

ftreams, conlecrated, the one to Ceres, and the

other to Proferpine. I mention them, becaufe the

priefts of the temple only are permitted to fifh in

them, and becaufe their water is fait, and made

ufe of in the ceremonies of initiation 5
.

Farther on, upon the bridge over a river which

bears the name of Cephifus, like that which flows

near Athens, we were attacked with grofs jokes

and pleafantries by great numbers of the populace,

who were affembled there, and who, during the

feflival, there take their ftation, as in a kind of

ambufcade, to divert themfelves at the expence

of thofe who pafs by, and efpecially the perfons of

moll eminence in the republic c
. Such was the

reception, as tradition relates, which Ceres, on her

arrival at Eleufis, here met with from an old wo-

man named Iambe u
.

At a fmall diftance from the fea, a large hill ex-

1 Meurf. in Eleuf. cap. 27.
* About 3f- leagues.
r Spon. Voyag. t. ii. p. 161. Wheler's Journey, book 6,

p. 425. Pococke, t. ii. part 2, p. 170.
* Paufan. lib. 1, cap. 38, p. 91. Hefych. in 'Pitlot* Spon,.

Voyag. t. ii. p. 161. Wheler, book 6, p. 425.
1 Strab. lib. q, p. 400. Heiych. et Suiu. in T«f fg,

» Apollod. lib. I; p. 17.
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tends into the plain, from the north-weft to the

ibuth-eaft, on the brow and eaftern extremity of

which (lands the famous temple of Ceres and Pro-

lerpine x
. Under it is the fmall town of Eleufis.

In the environs, and on the hill itfelf, are feveral

facred monuments, fuch as chapels and altars y
;

and rich individuals of Athens have here pleafant

and beautiful villas
z

.

The temple, built under the adminiftration of

Pericles, of marble of Pentelicus a
, on the rock

itfelf, which was levelled, fronts the eaft. It is

equally vaft and magnificent. Its length, from

north to fouth, is about 3 84 feet* ; and its breadth

about 325

f

b
. The mod celebrated artifts were

employed in its conflruclion and decoration .

Among the minifters of this temple there are

four principal ones d
. The firft is the Hierophant

:

his name fignifies he who reveals the facred

things 6
; and his principal function is to initiate

into the myfteries. Pie appears in a diltinguifhed

- Manufcr. Note ofMr. Wood. Chandler's Travels in Greece,

p. 190.

Paufark lib. 1, cap. 38, p. 93.
• Demoft. in Mid. p. 62S.

V^ ood, Manufcr. Not. Wheler's Journey, book 6, p. 427.
* About 363 French (or 386 Eng.) feet.

•f
About 307 French (or 327 Eng.) feet.

k Wood. ? lanufcr. Note. Whder, ibid.

c Strab. lib. 9, p. 395. Vitruv. in Praef. lib. 7, p. 123".

Plut. in Peiicl. t. i. p. 159.
d Meurf. in Elcuf. cap. 13. Mem. del'Acad. des Bell. Lettr.

t. xxi. p. 93.
e Hcfycli. in 'IiaoQ.
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robe, his head adorned with a diadem, and his hair

flowing on his moulders f
. His age muft be fuffi-

ciently mature to fuit the gravity of his miniftry,

and his voice fo fonorous that it may be heard

with pleafures. His priefthood is for life h
. From

the moment he is inverted with it, he muft confine

himfelf to celibacy ; and it is pretended that by

rubbing his body with hemlock he is enabled more

eafily to obferve this law '.

The office of the fecond minifter is to carry the

facred torch in the ceremonies, and purify thofe

who prefent themielves for initiation ; he like the

Hierophant has the right to wear a diadem k
. The

two others are the facred herald, and the affiftant

at the altar : the office of the former is to com-

mand the profane to retire, and to maintain filence

and ferious thoughtfulnefs among the initiated

;

that of the latter is to afiift the others in their feve-

ral functions '.

The refpedr. they claim from the fanctity of

their miniftry is ftill more heightened by their

iiluftrious birth. The Hierophant is chofen from

the hor.fe of the Eumolpid^ m
, one of the moll

f Arrian. in Epift. lib. 3, cap. 21, p. 441. Plut. in Alcib.

t, i. p. 202.

2 Arrian. ibid. Pbilodr. in Vit. Soph. lib. 2, p. 600.
h Paufan. lib. 2, cap. 14, p. 142.

Meurf. in Elei^f. cap: 13.
k Id. ibid. cap. 14.
> Id. ibid.

* Heivch. in Eipiim*

ancient
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ancient in Athens-, and the facred herald from that

of the Ceryces, which is a branch of the Eumol-

pidne". The two others are chofen from families

equally illuftrious °
•, and all the four have under

them feveral fubaltern ministers, fuch as inter-

preters, chanters, and officers whofe place it is to

arrange the proceflions, and regulate the minutis

of the different ceremonies p
.

There are alio at Eleufis prieftefles confecrated

to Ceres and Proferpine. They may initiate cer-

tain perfons q
; and, on particular days in the year,

offer Sacrifices for individuals'.

The fecond of the archons prefides at the fefti-

vals, and is especially charged to maintain order

in them, and to fee that no irregularities are ad-

mitted into the celebration of the religious rites.

Thele laft feveral days. The initiated fometimes

interrupt their deep to continue their ceremonies.

We faw them, during the night, leave the enclo-

fure of the temple, walking in filence two by two,

and each carrying a lighted torch s
. When they

re-entered the facred afylum, they haftened their

pace ; and I was informed that this was intended

* Mem. de PAcad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxi. p. 96.

Paufan. lib. 1, cap. 37, p. 89^
P Poll. lib. I, cap. I) $ 35.
s Suid. in (J>tXX{i^.

r Derhofth. in Nexr. p. 880. Tayl. Not. ad Demoftlu U iii.

p. 623.
s Whelcr's Jcuincy, book 6, p. 42?. Span. Voyag. t. if,

p. 166.

Vol. V* H h
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to reprefent the wanderings of Ceres and Profer-

pine
i and that, in their rapid evolutions, they

fhook their torches, and frequently handed them

from one to another. The fiame which they

agitate, it is faid, purifies their fouls, and is the

emblem of that light by which they are to be il-

luminated r
.

On one of the days games were celebrated in

honour of the .q-odderTes
u

. Famous athletas, from

the different countries of Greece, repaired to the

feftival ; and the reward of the conqueror was a

meafure of barley, grown on the neighbouring

plain, the inhabitants of which, inftrucled by

Ceres, were the firfl who cultivated that fpecies of

corn *.

On the fixth day, which is the mofi fplendid, the

prieits, accompanied by the initiated, carried from

Athens to Eleufis the flatue of Iacchus^, who is

faid to have been the fon either of Ceres or of

Proferpine. The god was crowned with myrtle*,

and bore a torch 3
. Nearly thirty thoufand per-

fons followed b
, and the air refounded with the

name of Iacchus c
. The prcceiTion, regulated by

' Meurf. in Eleuf cnp. 26,

Id. ibid. cap. 28.

tufan. lib. i, cr,p. 58, p. 93.
y Plut, in Phoc. 1 . i. p. 754. iVlcurf. in Eleuf. cap. 27*

'

'' Ariftoph. in Ran. v. 333.
3 Paufan. lib. r, cap. 2, p. 6.
k Herecot. lib. 8, cap. 65.
* Arifloph. ibid. v. 319. Hefych. in *lxx.
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the found of mufical inftruments and the chanting of

hymns d
, was fomerimes interrupted by facrifices

and dances e
. The ftatue was brought into the

temple at Eleufis; and afterward carried back to

its own, with the fame pomp and ceremonies.

Many of thole who followed in the proceffion

had yet been only admitted into the ltffer myfteries,

celebrated annually in a fmall temple fituated near

the IliiTus, at the gates of Athens f
. There one of

the priefts of the ftcond order is appointed to exa-

mine and prepare the candidates s. He excludes

them if they have been guiky of forcery, or of uny

atrocious crime •, and efpecially if they have com-

mitted homicide, even though involuntarily 11
.—

.

He enjoins the others frequent expiations j and

convincing them of the neceiTity of preferring the

light of truth to the darknefs of error ', difleminates

in their minds the feeds of the facred doctrine k
.

He exhorts them to reprefs every violent paflion 1

;

and, by purity of mind and heart, to merit the

ineftifnable benefit of initiation m .

d Veil. Paterc. lib. 1, cap. 4.
e Pint, in Alcib. t. i. p. 210.
f Meurf. in Eleuf. cap. 7. Polyren. Stratc^. lib. 5, cap. 17,

§ 1. Euftath. in Iliad. 2, p. 361. Steph. Hefych. et Etymol.
M n. in 'A:v«

S Hefych. in 'Y^a».
h Julian. Orat. 5, p. 173. Meurf. in Eleuf. cnp. 19.
1 Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. 1, p. 325 ; lib. 7, p. 8^.5.

* Id. ibid. lib. 5, p. 689.
1 Porphyr. ap. Stob. Eclog. Pbyf. p. 1^.2.

m Arrian in Epicl. lib. 3, cap. 21, p. 440. Liban. Declam. 19,
t. i. p. 495.

H h 2
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Their noviciate fometimes continues feyeral

years, and muft laft at lead one entire year".

—

During the time of their trial, the candidates attend

the fcftivals of Elcufis-, but remain without the

gate of the temple, and anxioufly wait the hour in

which they mall be permitted to enter®.

This hour had at length arrived. The follow-

ing night was appointed for the ceremonies of ini-

tiation into the greater myfteries. As a prepara-

tion for them, facrifices and prayers were offered

for the profperiry of the ftate p
, by the fecond ar-

chon, attended by four affiftants, chofen by the

people*1
. The novices were crowned with myrtle 1

.

The robes in which they are initiated are fup-

pofed to acquire fuch fanctity by the ceremony,

that the greater part continue to wear them till

they are quite worn out •, and others make them

into fwaddling clothes for their children, or hang

them up in the temple 5
. We faw the candidates

enter the facred inclofure •, and the next day one

of the newly initiated, with whom I was particular-

ly intimate, gave me an account of fome ceremo-

nies to which he had been witnefs.

We found, faid he, the priefts of the temple ha-

bited 'in their pontifical veftments. The Hiero-

'- Meurf. in Eieuf. cap. 8.

• f-Ytav. ad Themift. p. 414.
P Ariilot. hy>. Haipocr. et Suid. in \E~ia'.?"

-

.

fl I,yf. ia Andocid. p. roj. Meurf. in Eleuf. cap, 15.
r Schol. Sopbocl. in CEdip. Col. v. ;ij.

^* Meurf. ibid. cap. 1 2.
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phant, who on this occ ifion reprefents the Creator

of the univerfe, was inverted with fymbols fignifi-

catory of the Supreme Power-, the torch bearer,

and the afliftant at trie altar, with thofe of the Sun

and Moon ; and the facred herald with thole of

Mercury 1

.

No fooner had we taken our places than the he-

rald proclaimed :
" Far hence be the profane, the

impious, and all thofe whofe fouls are polluted with

guilt"." After this notice, death wnuld be the

punifhment of any perfon who mould have the

rafhnefs to remain in the afiembly without having

been initiated *. The fecond prieft cauled the

fkins of the victims offered in facritice to be fpread

tinder our feet, and purified us anewy. The ritual

of initiation was read aloud*, and hymns were fung

in honour of Ceres.

Soon after a hollow found was heard, and the

earth feemed to groan beneath our feet a
: we

heard thunder •, and perceived, by the glare of

lightning, phantoms and fpeelres wandering in

darknels b
, and filling the holy places with howl-

1 Eufeb. Pncpar. Evang. lib. 3, cap. 12, p. 11 7.

Sueton. In Ner. cap. 34.. Capitol, in Anton. Philof. p. 33,

Lamprid. in Alex. Sev. p. 119.
x Li v. lib. 31, cap. 14.

y Hefycb. et Suid. in A)o.- K-*J,

* Meurf. in F.leuf. cap- 10.

Virgil. ./Eneid, lib. 6, v. 25$. Claud, de Rapt. Proferp.

lib. 1, v. 7.
b Dion. Chryfoft. Orat. 12, p. 202. Themift. Orat. 20, p. 235,

Mcurf. cap. ii. Differt. tirees de Warburton, t. i. p. 299.
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ings that chilled us with terror, and groans that

rent our hearts. Agonizing pain, corroding care,

poverty, difeafes, and death, pre fented themfelves

to our eyes in dreadful and funereal forms c
. The

Hierophant explained to us thefe ftveral emblems,

and his animated defcriptions ftill added to our in-

quetude and our fears.

In the mean time, by the afliftance of a feeble

light d
, we advanced towards that part of the in-

fernal fhades where fouls are purified, till they

arrive at the abodes of happinefs. Here, amid a

multitude of plaintive cries, we heard the bitter

lamentations of ihofe who had deprived themfelves

of life
e

.
" They are punifned," faid the Hiero-

phant, " becaufe they have deferted the pofb which

the gods had afiigned them in this world f."

Scarcely had he uttered thefe words, than the

brazen gates, opening with a dreadful noife, dif-

cloled to our view the horrors of Tartarus s
. We

heard the clanking of chains, and the cries of the

tortured ; and, amid piercing fhr'.eks and lament-

able groans, diftinguifhed at intervals thefe words :

" Learn, by our example, to reverence the gods,

e Virg. Jineid. lib. 6, v. 275. Orig. cont. Celf. lib. 4,

P- l6 7'
. .

'

d Lucian. in Catapl. 1. 1. p. 643,
c Virgil, ibid. v,434.
f Plat, in Phsdon. t. i. p. 62. Id, de Leg. lib. 9, t. ii.

p. 870.

S V irgil. iEneid. lib. 6, v. 572,
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to be juft and grateful h." For hardnefs of heart,

neglect of parents, and every ipecies of ingratitude,

there meet their punifliment •, as alfo every crime

that efcapes the vengeance of human laws, or tends

to deftroy the worfhip of the gods '. We faw the

furies, armed with fcourges, relentlefsly puriuing

the guilty k
.

Thefe terrific fcenes, incefiantly rendered more

animated by the fonorous and majeftic voice of

the Hierophant, who appeared to be the minifter

of divine vengeance, filled us with dread; and

fcarcely could we recover from our apprehenlions,

when we were led into delightful groves and imil-

ing meadows, the abodes of happinefs, and the

image of the Elyfian Fields, illuminated by a fe-

rene and pure light, and where harmonious voices

uttered the mod enchanting founds 1
. 1'hence we

were brought into the fanctuary, where we beheld

the ftatue of the goddefs refplendent with light,

and adorned with all its richeft ornaments m
. Mere

our trials were to end, and here we faw and

heard things which it is not permitted to reveal *.

I mall only add that, in the intoxication of a holy

h Yirgii. iEneid. lib. 6, v. 620. Pind. Pyth 2, v. 6 to. '

1 Virg. ibid. v. 6c8. DifFcrt. tiroes dc Warburtan, t. i.

p. 332.
* Virgil, ibid. Lucian. in Catapl. t. 1: p. ^44.
1 Virg. ibid. v. 638. Stub. Serm. 119, p. 604.
01 Themift. Orat, 20, }>. 235.
* See note at the end of the volume.
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joy, we fang hymns in which we congratulated our-

felves on our happin. hs
n *.

Such was the account I received from my newly

initiated friend : I learned from another a circum-

ftance which he had omitted. On one of the days

of the feftival, the Hierophant uncovered the myftic

bafkets, which are carried in the proceffions, and

are the objects of public veneration. They con-

tain the facred fymbols, which may not be feen by

the profane •, but which, however, are only cakes

of different ihapes, fome grains of fait, and other

things , relative either to the hiftory of Ceres, or to

the doctrines taught in the myfteries. The initiated,

after having removed them from one bafket into

another, affirm that they have faded and drank

Ciceon |,

-f-.

Among thofe who have not been initiated, I

have frequently heard men of fenfe and learning
.

communicate to each other their doubts and opi-

nions concerning the doctrines taught in the myf-

teries of Ceres. Do they only contain, faid they,

the hiftory of nature and its revolutions 9
; or are

they folely intended to mew that, by means of

n Ariftoph. in Ran. v. 491.
* See note at the end of the volume.

Clem. A'ex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 19.

P Id. ibid, p. 18. Meurf. in Eleuf. c;ip. to.

f A kind < "drink, or rather broth, which was offered to Ceres

(Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. pi". Athen. lib. 1 I, cap. 12,

p. 492. Cafaub. ibid. p. 512. Tumeb. Adv. lib. J2, cap. 8),

$ Cicer. dc Nat. Deor. lib. J, cap. 42, t. ii, p. 433.



A N A C H A R S 1 S. 473

laws and agriculture r
, man has been advanced

from the (late of barbarifm to that of civilized life?

But why fhould ideas like thele be covered with

the veil of fecrefy ? A difciple of Plato modeftly

propofed a conjecture which I fhall here give my
readers*.

It appears undeniable, faid he, that the necefilty

or the rewards and punifhments which await us after

death was inculcated in the myfteries, and that the

initiated were prefent d with a representation of the

different deftinies prepared for men in this and the

other world 5
. It alio appears certain that they

were taught by the Hierophant that, among that

great number of divinities which are adored by the

multitude, fome are pure genii, who are the minifters

of the will of the Supreme Being, and regulate,

iubiervient to his commands, all the motions of

the univerfe'; while others have only been mere

mortals, whofe tombs are Hill to be ieen in dif-

ferent parts of Greece".

Is it not, therefore, natural to imagine, that the

inftiiutors of the myfteries, wifhing to diffufe a

r Varr. ap. Aug. de Civit. Dei, lib. 7, cap. 20, t. vii. p. 177.
* See note at the end of the volume.
s Orig. cont Ceil", lib. 3, t. i. p. 50; ; lib. 8, p. 777. Di.Tert.

tirees tie Warburton, t. i p. 175.
r Plat, in Conv. t. iii. p. 202. Phit. de Orac. Dcf. t. ii.

P-4 l
7;

11 Cicer. Tufcul. lib. I, cap. 13, t. ii. p. 24.3. Id. de Nat.

Deor. lib. 2, cap. 24, t. ii. p. 454. Lac-taut. Divin. luiilu

lib. 5, cap, 20.
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more juft idea of the Supreme Being*, earneftly

endeavoured to eltablifh a doctrine of which traces

more or Ids manifefl are found in the opinions and

ceremonies of almoil all nations—that there is one

God, who is the author and end of all things ? and

this doctrine is, in my opinion, the momentous fe-

cret revealed to the initiated.

The eflablifhment of this religious affbciation

was doubtlefs favoured by political views. Poly-

theifm had become general, when it was perceived

what fatal consequences refuked to morality from

a worfhip, the objects of which were only multi-

plied to authorize every fpecies of injuftice and

vice ; but this worfhip was equally agreeable to

the people from its antiquity and even from its im-

perfections. Far, therefore, from fruitiefsly at-

tempting to aboliih it, endeavours were made by

the legislator to counterbalance it by a more pure

religion, which fhould repair the injuries done to

fociety by polytheifm. As the multitude are more

eadly restrained by the laws 'than by manners, it

was thought they might be abandoned to fuperfti-

tions of which it would be eafy to prevent the

abufe-, but, as the more enlightened citizens are

influenced more by manners than by the laws, it

was judged proper to communicate to them a doc*

trine adapted to render them virtuous.

* Etymol. Magn. in 1-;.X

3
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You are now able to conceive why the gods are

permitted to be introduced in ludicrous filiations

on the ilage of Athens. The magiftrates, delivered

from the falfe ideas of polythcifm, attempt not to

reprefs a liberty which can do no injury to the peo-

ple, and which contributes to their amufement.

You likewife underitand how two religions fo

oppofite in their doctrines have l'ubfifted for fo long

a time in the fame place, without diiturba-icc or

rivalry j it is becauie, though their doctrines are

different, their language is the lame-, and truth

mews that refpect to error which it may be expect-

ed to require.

The myitcries externally have the appearance

of the religious worfhip adopted by the people.

—

The hymns which are fung in public, and the

greater part of the ceremonies, prefent to us feveral

circumftances of the rape of Proierpine, the purfuit

of Ceres, and her arrival and {lay at Eleufis : the

environs of that town are covered with monuments

erected in honour of the goddefs; and the Clone on

which it is pretended me fat down when exhaufted

with fatigue, is (till lhewn>'. Thus, on the one

hand, perfons of little knowledge and uifcernment

fufrer themiclves to be perfuaded by appearances

that favour their prejudices ; and, on the other, the

initiated, penetrating to the fpirit of the myfteries,

7 MeurC in Eleuf. cap. 3,



476 TRAVELS, &c.

believe they may rely on the purity of their inten-

tions.

Whatever foundation there may be for the con-

jecture I have here given, initiation is at prefent

little more than an idle ceremony : thofe who re-

ceive it are not more virtuous than others -

3 they

every day violate the vow they have made to ab-

ftain from fowl, fifh, pomegranates, beans, and

many other kinds of pulle and fruits
z

. Many
among them have contracted this facred engage-

ment in a manner by no means mi table to its objed

;

for, almoft in our time, the government, to retrieve

the exhaufted ftate of the finances, has been known

to grant permiffion that the right of participating

in the myfteries mould be purchafed a
, and women

of diffolute life have long been admitted to initia-

tion b
: a time therefore mull: arrive when the moil

facred of aflbciations will be entirely corrupted and

disfigured .

z Porphyr. de Abttin. lib. 4, p. 353, Julian. Orat. 5, p. 173.
a Apfin. deArt. Rhetor, p. 691.
b Ifx. Orat. de Hasred. Philodtem. p. 61, Demofth. in Ncxr,

p. 862.

p Clem. Alex, in Protrep. p, 19.
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CHAP. LIX. Page ii.

On the Produce of an Athenian Farm.

JL/EMOSTHENES (a) mentions a private perfon of

Athens, named Phcenippus, who having obtained the

quantity of barley and wine flated in the text, fold each

medimnus of barley for eighteen drachmas (16 liv. 4 fols,

or 13s. 6d.), and each mctretes of wine for twelve

drachmas (10 liv. 16 fols, or 9s.); but as he afterward (b)

fays that thefe prices, perhaps on account of fome fcarcity,

were triple the ordinary value of the commodities, it fol-

lows that, in his time, the common price of the medimnus

of barley was fix drachmas, and that of the metretes of

wine four drachmas. A thoufand medimni of barley (a

little more than four thoufand bufhels) were therefore

worth fix thoufand drachmas (5400 liv. or 225I.) ; and

eight hundred metretac of wine, three thoufand two hun-

dred drachmas (2880 liv. or 120I.): total, 8280 liv. or

345*-

(a) Demoilh. in Phcenip. p. 1025.

(£>) Id. ibid. p. loij.
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Phoenippus had befides fix beafts of burden, which were?

continually employed in carrying to the city wood and

other kinds of materials (r), and which brought him daily

twelve drachmas (io liv. 16 fols, or 9s.)' The feftivals,

bad weather, or work that might not be neglected, fre-

quently interrupted this little traffic ; but if we fuppofe

that it only took place for two hundred days in the year,

we fhall find that Phoenippus annually received a profit of

2160 iiv. (9®1.)> which, added to the 8280 livres, gives

10440 livres (43 cl.) for the produce of a farm little more

than a league and a half in circuit.

SAME CHAP. Page 14.

On the Queen Bee.

J.T appears by the pafTage of Xenophon quoted in the

text, that that author confidered the principal bee as a fe-

male. Naturalifts afterwards were divided on this fubject;

fome imagining that all the bees were females, and all the

drones males; and others maintaining the contrary.

—

Ariftotle, who refutes their opinions, admitted in each hive

a clafs of kings which continued their fpecies ; he confefTes,

however, that fufficient obfervations to determine anything:

with certainty had not been made (d) : thefe obfervations

have been fince made, and naturalifts have returned to the

opinion which I attribute to Xenophon.

(<) Demcfth. in Phcenip. p. 1023.

(d) Anfrot. Rift. Anim. lib. 5, cap. 21, t. i. p. 851. Id. de Cencr. Ariink

lib. 3, cap. 10, p. 1 no.
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SAME CHAP. Page 22.

On Melons.

J? ROM fome expreflions to be found in the ancient

writers, there feems reafon to fuppofe that, at the time of

which I here fpeak, the Greeks were acquainted with me-

lons, and confidered them as a fnecies of cucumber ; but

thefe expressions not being fuihciently clear, I (hall content

myfelf with referring my readers to the modern critics, as

Jul. Scalig. in Theophr. Hi ft. Plant, lib. 7, cap. 3, p. 741 ;

Bod. a Stapel. in cap. 4. ejufd. libr. p. 782, and feveral

others.

SAME CHAP. Page 43.

On the Soul of the World.

J. HE commentators on Plato, both ancient and modern,

are divided concerning the nature of the foul of the world.

According to fome, Plato fuppofcd that there had eternally

exifted in chaos a vital force, or grofs foul, which irregu-

larly agitated matter, from which it was diftinct ; and

that) confequently, the foul of the world was compofed of

the divine efTcnce, of matter, and of the vicious principle

from all eternity united to matter. Ex diving nature por-

tione qnadam, et ex re quddam alid dijlinEla a Deoy et cum

materia, fociatd. (e).

Others, to exculpate Plato from the cenfure of having

(<•) Mofhem. in Cudworth. t. i. cap. 4, ^ 13, p. 310.
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admitted two eternal principles, the one the author of good

and the other of evil, have affirmed that, according to that

philofopher, the diforderly'motion of chaos did not pro-

ceed from a particular foul, but was inherent in matter.

To this it has been objected, that in his Phaedrus, and in

his trentife on laws, he has exprefsly faid that all motion

fuppofes a foul by which it is produced. It will, no doubt,

be replied, that he here fpeaks of a regular and productive

motion ', but that of the chaos, being diforderly and fterile,

was not directed by an intelligent principle : and thus Plato

does not contradict; himfelf (f). Thofe who wifh to fee

this fubject elucidated, may confult, among other writers,

Cudw. cap. 4, § 13. Mofnem. ibid, not; k. Bruck, t. i.

p. 684 et 704.

CHAP. LX. Page 53.

On the precife Time of the Expedition of Dion*

J HE note which I here add may be confidered as the

continuation of that which I have given above, on the voy-

ages of Plato, and which refers to Chap. XXXIII. of this

work.

Piutarch obferves that, when Dion fet fail from Zacyn-

thus for Sicily, the troops were alarmed by an eclipfe of*

the mccn ; and that this expedition was undertaken in the

middle of fummer. Dion was twelve days in his paflage

to the coaft of Siciby, and on the thirteenth, attempting

to double the Promontory of Pachynum, he met with a

•violent tempeft ; for, adds the hiftorian, it was the time of*

'

(/) Lruck. Hift. Philof. t. i. p. 638.

the
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ihe rlfing of Ar&urus (g). But we know that in that age

Ar£lurus began to appear in Sicily about the middle of our

month of September. Thus, according to Plutarch, Dion

departed from Zacynthus towards the middle of the month

of Auguft.

On the other hand, Diodorus Siculus (h) places the ex-

pedition of Dion in the archonihip of Agathocles, who

entered on his office in the beginning of the 4th year of

the 105th Olympiad, ami consequently on the 27th of

June of the year 357 before Chrift: (i).

But, according to the calculations which M. De la

Lande has had the goodnefs to communicate to me, there

was an eclipfe of the moon vifible at Zacynthus on the

9th of Auguft of the year 357 before Chrift, which muft

be that mentioned by Plutarch. There are few dates in

Chronology afcertained with equal certainty. It will be

proper to add that M. Pingre has calculated the middle of

tins eclipfe to have been at three quarters after fix in the

evening. See the Chronology of Eclipfes in Vol. XLII. of

the Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Lettres, HifL

p. 130.

CHAP. LXII. Page 224.

On Ariftotle's Treatife on the Republic.

ARISTOTLE has obferved in this work nearly the

fame order as in thofe which he has written on animals (k).

After laying down fome general principles, he treats of

(g) Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 968.
(A) Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 4 13.

(/) Coiiin. Fart. Attic, t. iv. p. 20. DoJw. de Cyd. p. J19.
(i) Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 366.

Vol. V. I i
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the different forms of governments, of their conftltuen?

parts, their variations, the caufcs of their decline, the

means by which they are maintained, &c. &c. He difcuf-

fes all thefe points, inceffantly comparing various confti-

tutions with each other, to (hew their refemblance and

difference, and continually fupporting his reflections by

examples. If I had confined myfelf to follow his method,

I mud have abridged, book by book, and chapter by chap-

ter, a work which is itfelf only an extract ; but as I wifhed

merely to give an idea of the doctrine of the author, I

have endeavoured, with much more labour, to bring toge-

ther the ideas of the fame kind fcattered through the work,

and relative, fome to the difference in the forms of govern-

ment, and others to the bell of thofe forms. Another

reafon determined me to adopt this plan : the treatife on

the republic, fuch as we now have it, is divided into feve-

ral books ; and fome eminent critics have afferted that this

divifion was not made by the author, and that the original

order of thefe bocks has been changed by the copyifts (/).

SAME CHAP. Page 225.

On the Titles of King and Tyrant.

-A.ENOPHON makes the fame diftinction between 9

king and a tyrant as Ariilotle. The former, fays he, is a

prince who governs according to the laws, and with the

confent of his people; whereas the government of the

latter is arbitrary, detefted by the people, and not founded

(/) Faerie. Eiblioth. Grsc. t. ii. p. 157.
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on the laws (m). See alfo what Plato (n), Ariftippus (0),

and others have obferved on this fubje£t.

SAME CHAP. Page 276.

On a Law of the Locrians.

DEMOSTHENES (/>) tells us that, during two cen-

turies, no alteration was made in the laws of this people.

According to one of thefe laws, he who (truck out the eye

of another was to lofe one of his -own. A Locrian having

threatened to ftrike out the eye of a pcrfon who had but

one, the latter reprefented that his enemy, though he

fhould undergo the puniihment of retaliation, inflicted by

the law, would by no means fuffer equally with himfelf.

It was therefore refolved that, in fuch a cafe, the offender

ihould lofe both his eyes.

C H A P. LXVII. Pag e 424.

On the Irony of Socrates.

1 HAVE faid but little of the irony of Socrates, becaufe

I am perfuaded he did not make fo frequent and fevere a

ufe of this figure as Plato has reprefented. To be con-

vinced of this, we need only re^d the converfations of So-

crates, as related by Xenophon, and thofe which Plato has

attributed to him. In the former, Socrates expreiles him-

felf with a gravity which we frequently regret not to find

--
1 1r— •

•'•iiopli. Memor. lib. 4, p. 813.

tx\ Plat, in P->lic. t.ii. p. 276.

(0) Ariftip. ap. Stob. ferm. 48, p. 344.

(/>) Dtmofth. in Timocr. p. 795.

Iia
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in the latter. Both the difciples have introduced their

mafter difputing with the fophift Hippias (q) ; and if we
compare the dialogues they have given us, we (hall dif-

tindly perceive the difference of which I fpeak. Xeno*
phon however was prefent at that which he has tranfmitted,

to us.

SAME CHAP. Page 456.

On the Regret which it has been pretended the

Athenians teftified after the Death of Socrates.

iJOME authors, pofterior to Socrates by feveral cen-

turies, have allured us that, immediately after his death,

the Athenians, afflicted by a contagious maladv, were con-

vinced of the injuftice they had committed (r) j that they

erecled a ftatue to him ; that, without deigning to hear

his accufers, they put to death Melitus, and banifhed the

ethers (s) j and that Anytus was ftoned at Heraclea, where

his tomb was, to be feen a long time after (t). Others

have related that the accufers of Socrates, unable to en-

dure the publicdetefcation, hanged themfelves in defpair {11).

But it is impoflible to reconcile thefe traditions with the

total filence of Xenophon and Plato, who did not die till

long after their mafter, and who nowhere fpeak either of

the repentance of the Athenians or the punilhment of his

accufers. Xenophon, who furvived Anytus, pofitively

allures us that the memory of the latter was not refpected

(q) Xenoph MeiTor. lib. 4, p. 8-4. Plat. t. i. p. 363, t. iii. p. 281.

(r) Argum in Bufir. Ifocr. t. ii. p. 1J9.

(/) Diod. Sic. lib T4, p. 266. Diog. Laert. lib. 2, $ 43. Menag. i'cid,

(/) Themift. Orat. 2c, p. 230.

(*; Piut. de Invid. t. ii. p. 538.
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among the Athenians, either on account of the irregula-

rities of his fon, whofe education he had neglected, or the

folly and impropriety of his own conduit (*). This pal-

fage, if I am not miitaken, incontrovertibly proves that the

people of Athens never revenged on Anytus the death of

Socrates.

CHAP. LXVIII. Page 471.

On the Place which, at Eleufis, was the Scene both

ot the Ceremonies and Spectacles.

v^N this qucftion I am only able to give fome flight eluci-

dations.

Ancient authors inform us that the feftivals of Ceres

fomctimes brought to Eleufis thirty thoufand of the ini-

tiated (y), without including thofe who only came from

motives of curiofity. Thefe were not prefent at all the

ceremonies. To the more fecret, no doubt, were only

admitted the fmall number of novices who every year re-

ceived the laft feal of initiation, and fome of thofe who had

received it long before.

The temple, which is one of the largcft in Greece (2),

was built in the middle of a court inelofed by a wall, 360

feet in length from north to fouth, and 301 broad from

eaft to welt (a) *. There, if I am not miitaken, was it that

the myftae, or initiated, with torches in their hands, per-

formed their dances and evolutions.

(*) Xenoph. Apol. p. 707.

(_>•) Herodot. lib. 8, cap 65.

(i) Strab. lib. 9, p. ^5. Vitruv. in PrJef. lib. 7, p. 125.

£j) Wood Note MSS. Chandler's Travels in Greece, chap. 42, p. xqo.

* The Englifh meafures in Chandler's Tr.ivcls are 3S7 feet in length, a«i

3'?- in breadth. T.
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Behind the temple, on the weftern fide, is ftill to be (ecu

a terrace, cut in the rock itfelf, and raifed eight or nine

feet above the floor of the temple. Its length is about 270

feet, and its breadth in fome places 44. At the northern

end are to be feen the remains of a chapel, to go up into

which there were feveral fleps (b).

I conjecture that on this terrace was exhibited the

fcenery of which I have fpoken in this chapter j that it

was divided lengthwife into three great galleries, the two

firfl of which reprefented the region of trial, and that of

the infernal (hades ; and the third, covered with earth,

prefented groves and meadows to the view of the initiated,

who from thence went up into the chapel, where their

eyes were dazzled by the fplendour of the ftatue of the

goddefs.

SAME CHAP. Page 472.

On certain Words ufed in the Myfteries of Ceres.

MeTJRSIUS (c) has faid that the aflembly was difmifled

by thefe two words, konx ompax. Hefychius (d), who has

tranfmitted them to us, only fays that they were an accla-

mation to the initiated, I have not mentioned them, be-

caufe I do not know whether they were pronounced at the

beginning, in the middle, or at the end of the ceremony.

Le Clerc tells us that they fignified, watch and abjhun

frxmi evil. Inilead of directly attacking this interpretation,

I (hall content myfclf with prefenting to my reader the

(l>) Chandler's Travels in Greece, chap, 42, p. 190. Note of M. Foucherot.

(r^Meurf. in Eleuf. cap. 11.

(J) Hefych. in Ko<>i.
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anfwer which I wrote, in the year 1766, to my learned

friend M. Larcher, who had done me the honour to requeft

my opinion on this expreffion (<*).

" It is manifeft that the two words xoyf o^af are not

" Greek ; but in what language ought we to feek them ?

•' I fhould incline to think they were Egyptian, becaufe the

if Eieufmian myfteries appear to me to have been brought

M from Egypt. To arrive at their true meaning, it would
" be neeeflary, fir ft, that we fhould be better acquainted

" with the ancient Egyptian language, of which we have

" only fome fmall remains in the Coptic ; and, fecondly,

" that the words in quefticn, by paffing from one language

" into another, fhould not have fuffered in their pronun-

" ciation ; nor, by having been transcribed by a multitude

w of copyifls, undergone any alteration from their original

" orthography.

" We may indeed have recourfe to the Phoenician

'* tongue, which had a considerable affinity with the Egyp-
u tian. This has been done by Le Clerc, who, after the

* c example of Bochart, found the explanation of every

" thing in the Phoenician language. But ten different

tl meanings of thefe two words might be given, all equally

" probable, that is to fay, all equally uncertain. There is

'* nothing which may mere eafily be accommodated to the

" wiihes of the etymologiit than the oriental languages,

M and this it is which has led aftray the greater part of

" thofe who have addicted themfelves to that ftudy.

" You fee, Sir, how far I am from being able to fay any

" thing pofitive on the fubjecr, and how little I deferve the

" honour • me in requefting my opinion,

" fince I canon! you by a confefhon qi my igno-

" ranee."

pplement i la Philofophie us l'Hiftoire, p. 373.
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SAME CHAP. Page 473.

On the Sacred Doclrine.

vV A R.BURTON has endeavoured to prove that the

fecret of the myfteries was no other than the doctrine of

the unity of God ; and, in fupport of his opinion, has pro-

duced a poetical fragment, cited by feveral fathers of the

church, and known by the name of the Palinodia of Or-

pheus. This fragment begins by an expreffion ufed in the

myfteries

—

Far hence, ye profane. It declares that there is

only one God, who exifts from himfelf, is the fource of all

exiftence, and invifible to every eye, though to him all

things are vifible {/)•

If it were proved that the hierophant taught this doc-

trine to the initiated, no doubt would any longer remain

concerning the real object, of the myfteries ; but this ques-

tion is attended with many difficulties*

Whether the verfes above mentioned were written by

Orpheus or fome other author, is of little confequence; but

it is of importance to know whether the date of them be

antecedent to Chriftianity, and whether they were really

recited in the ceremonies of initiation.

1. Eufebius has cited them after a Jew named Arifto-

bulus, who lived in the time of Ptolemy Philopater (g),

king of Egypt, thai is to fay, about the year 200 before

Chrift j but the reading which he has preferved differs

efientially from that found in the works of St. Juftin (£).

The latter announces one Supreme Being, who beholds

and who is the author of all things, and to whom the

name of Jupiter is given. The reading in Eufebius con-

(/) Clem. Alex, in Protrept. p. 64.

(g) Eufeb. Praepar. F.vang. lib. 1?, cap. t?, p. 664.
[b

r
Juftin, Exhort. adGrxc. p. 18 ; ct dc Monarch, p. 37.

tains
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tains the fame profeflion of faith, with fome difference in

the expretfions : but in it mention is made of Mofes and

Abraham ; which has induced fomc learned critics to con-

clude that thefe verfes were fabricated, or at lead interpo-

lated, by Ariflobulus, or fome other Jew (»). But if we

reject the interpolation, and prefer the reading in St. Juftin,

all we fliall be able to collect from it is, that the author of

thefe verfes, when fpeaking of a Supreme Being, has ex~

prefTed himfelf in nearly the fame manner as many ancient

writers. It is efpecially to be remarked that the principal

articles of the doctrine contained in the Palinodia are

found in the hymn of Cleanthes (£), the contemporary of

Ariflobulus ; and in the poem of Aratus (/), who lived at

the fame time, and who appears to have been quoted by St.

Paul (;«).

2. Was the Palinodia of Orpheus fung in the ceremo-

nies of initiation ? Tatian and Athenagoras («) feem in-

deed to affociate it with the myfteries, but they only pro-

duced it in oppofition to the abfurdities of polytheifm —
Can we fuppofe it probable that thefe two authors, and

the other fathers of the church, when they were endea-

vouring to prove that the unity of the Deity had always

been known to the gentiles, would have neglected to in-

form us that fuch a profefiion of faith was made in the

ceremonies of initiation at Eleufis?

By depriving Warburton of this powerful argument, I

do not mean to attack his opinion concerning the fecret

doctrine of the myfteries, which always appeared to me

(/') Efchenb. He Pocf. Orph. p. 148. Fabric. Ribl. Grxc. t. ii. p. 28 r.

Cudw. Syft. Ii.u-il. cap. 4, ^17, p. 445- Moftieim. ibid.

(i) Fabric. ibid, t. ii. p. 3Q7.

(/) Atat. Plisenom v 5. Eufeb. Prxp. Evang. lib. 13, cap. 12, p. 6b6.

(*') Acls xvii. 28.

(/;) Tatian. Orat, ad Grsc. p. 33. Athenag. Le^at. pro Chiiftian. ia ipit

Vol. V. K k.
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very probable. In fact, it is not eafy to fuppofc that ft

religious fociety which deftroyed the objects of the popu-

lar worfhip, which taught the doctrine of rewards and

punifhments in another life, and which required from its

members fo many preparations and prayers, and enjoined

them abftinence from fo many things, joined with the

greateft purity of heart, had no other intention than to

conceal beneath a thick veil the ancient traditions con-

cerning the formation of the world, the operations of Na-

ture, die origin of arts, and other objects which could only

have a flight influence on manners.

It may perhaps be faid that the myfteries were confined

to teaching the doctrine of the metempfychofis. But this

doctrine, which the philofophers did not fear to explain in

their writings, fuppofed a tribunal which, after death,

affigned to the fouls of men the good or evil deftinies which

were to be their reward or punifhment.

I will add one reflection more. According to Eufe-

bius (o) the hierophant appeared as the Demiourgos, that

is to fay, the author of the univerfe. Three priefts bore

the fymbols of the Sun, the Moon, and Mercury ; and

perhaps fome inferior minifters reprefented the four ether

planets. However this may be, do we not here perceive

the Demiourgos bringing forth the univerfe from chaos ?

and is no? this the image of the formation of the world, as

Plato has described it in his Timseus ?

The opinion of Warburron is extremely ingenious, and

fupported with much judgment and learning ; however, as

it is liable to great difficulties, I thought it belt to offer it as

a mere conjecture.

(;) Eufcb. Prsep. Evang. lib. 3, cap. 12, p. 1 17.

EXD OF THE FIFTH VOLUME.


















