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ANACHARSIS.

CHAP. XXVI.

Of the Education of the Athenians

^

THE inhabitants of Mytilene having again

brought under fubje(5lion fome of their al-

lies, who had revolted from them, forbade them

to give the leaft inilru6lion to their children*.

They were fenfible that no more effectual me*

thod could be devifed to retain them in fervitude^

than to keep them in ignorance.

* iEliaoi Var. Hift. lib. 7, cap* 15*
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a TRAVELS OF

The obje6l of education is to give to the body

the ftrength defigned it by nature, and to the

mind every perteclion of which it is capable^.

Education among the Athenians commences at

the birch of the child, and does not end till his

twentieth year. This period, fo far from being

longer than is neceflary to form citizens, is found

infufficient, from the negligence of parents, who

abandon the hopes of the ftate and of their fami-

lies, at firft to Qdves, and afterwards to the care of

mercenary preceptors.

Legiflators could only exprefs their opinions

on this fubjecfl by general laws*^: philofophers,

enlarging the field of their enquiries, have ex-

tended their views even to the care requifite during

the ftate of childhood, and to the alfiduities, too

frequently prejudicial, of thofe who furround in-

fants. In treating of this elTential object, I fhall

fhev/ the connexion which certain practices have

with religion or government ; and place by the

fide of the errors ufually committed, the advice

of perfons of underftanding and refieftion.

Epicharis, the wife of Apollodorus, at whofc

houfe I refided, was on the point of lying in.

During the firft forty days of her pregnancy fhfe

k Plat, de Leg. lib, 7, t. ii. p. 78S.
« Id. ibid.
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Was not fuffered to go ouf^. She was repeatedly

reminded, that, as the conftitution of her child

might be greatly influenced by her condudt and

ftate of health % it was her duty to make ufe of

wholefome nourilbment, and to preferve her ftrength

by gentle exercife^

Among many of thofe nations whom the Greeks

ftyle barbarians, the natal day of an infant is a

day of mourning for the family s. Aflembling

around it, they companionate the child who has

had the misfortune to receive the fatal prefent of

exiftence. Thefe lamentations are but too con-

formable to the maxims of the Grecian fao-es.

When we refledl, fay they, on the deftiny that

awaits man on earth, we ought to bedew his cradle

with our tears ".

Yet at the birth of the fon of Apollodorus I

beheld joy and tendernefs fparkle in the eyes of

the relations ; I faw a crown of olive, the fymbol

of that agriculture for which man was defigned,

fufpended over the door of the houfe. Had it

been a girl, a woollen fillet, inftead of the olive

crown, would have beckoned to the fpecies of la-

«• Cenfor. de Die Nat. cap. J i.

e Hippocrat de Nat. Puer. § 22, t, 1. p. 149,
f Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 789. Arillot. dc Rep. lib. 7,

c 16, t. ii. p. 447.
« Hefodot. libv 5, cap. 4, Strah. lib. 11, p. 5-19. Anthol.

p. 16.

^ Euripld. Fragm. Crefph. p. 476. Axioch. ap. Plat. 1. 3,

f), 368, Cicer. Tufcul. lib. i, cap. 48, t. ii. p. 273,
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'4 TRAVELS OF
hour in which women fhould employ themfelvcs^

This cuftom, which recals the memory of ancient

manners, proclaims to the republic that fhe has

acquired a citizen. Formerly it was emblematic

of the paternal and maternal duties.

The father has the right of pronouncing on the

life or death of his children. On their birth they

are laid at his feet, and if he takes them in his arms

they are faved. When he is not wealthy enough to

bring them up, or when he defpairs of being able

to corrdd certain defcdls in their conformation, he

turns nfide his eyes, and they are inftantly carried

off to be expofed, or put to deaths The laws

prohibit this barbarity at Thebes^ ; but authorize

or tolerate it throughout almoft all the reft of

Greece. Some phllofophers approve it ™ •, whilft

others, contriidided indeed by more rigid mo-

ralifts", add, that a mother, who is already fur-

rounded by a too numerous family, has a right

to deftroy the child fl"ie carries in her womb.

"Whence h it that enlightened and fenfible na-

tions thus violate the dictates of nature ^ It is be-

caufe the number of their citizens being limited by

the very conftitution, tliey are not anxious to aug-

' Kefycl). in I'lsf xy, Ephipp. ap. Athcn. lib. 9, p. 370.
^ Terer.t. in Heautontim. ad. 4,. iceii. 1.

• Julian. V-^r. Hill. lib. 2, cap. 7.

'" Plat, de Rep. lib. 5, t. ii. p. 460.
" Arillot. de Rcpubl. lib. 7, cap. 16, t. ii. p. 447, PIiocylI(i»

I oem. Admon. v. 17a.
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ment their population •, and every citizen being

with them a foldier, the country gives itfelf no

concern about the fate of a man who \vould never

render it any fervice, and to vvhorr. its alliftance

would be often neceflary.

The child was wafhed with warm water, con-

formably to the advice of Hippocrates'*. The

people who are called barbarians would have

plunged it into cold water p, which would have

contributed to ftrengthen it. It was then laid in

one of thofe wicker ball;ets ufed to fcparate the

grain from the chaff'' ; a ceremony deemed the

prefage of great future opulence, or of a numerous

pofterity.

Formerly the moft diflinguifhed rank did not

exempt a mother from nurfing her infant: Ilie

now confides this facred duty to a flave "^

•, but, to

correct in fome meafure the meannefs of her birth,

Ihe is admitted into the family ; and nurfes in

general become the friends and confidants of the

girls they have brought up \

As the Lacedaemonian nurfes are highly cele-

brated in Greece^, ApoUodorus had fcnt for one

" Hippocr. de Salubr. Diaet § 9, t. i. p. 6^0.
P Aiiltot. dc Rep. lib. 7, cap. 17, t. li. p. 447.
1 Callim. Hymn, in Jov. v. 48. Schol. ibid. Etym. Magn,

in AeTxysv.

r Plat, do Leg. I. 7, t. ii. p. 790. Ariflot. de Mor. 1. 8, c. 9,
t. ii. p. 108.

5 Eiuipid. in Hippol. Ttrent. in Heauton. AdclpL S:c.

* flut. in Lycurg. t, i, p. 49.

Bj



e TRAVELS OF
and put his fon into her hands. On receiving

him fhe wa particularly c;:re ul not to fvyaddle

him °, nor to confine his limbs by the machines,

made ufe of in certain countries "^^ and which toci

often fcTve only to thwart and obllriid nature.

To accuftom him early to bear the cold, flie

covered him only with a few thin garments, a

pradtice recommended by the philofophers y, anc^

which we find in ufe among the Celts, another of

thofe nations ftyled barbarians by the Greeks.

The fifth day was fet apart for purifying the

infant : a woman took him in her arms, and, follow-;

ed by the whole family, ran with him feveral time^

round a fire burning on the altar ^.

Many children dying of convuifions fjon after

their birth, the parents wait for the feventh, and

fometimes the tenth day, before they name them ^

Apollodorus having afifembled his own and his

wife's relations, and their friends^, faid in their

prefence, that he gave his child the name of his

father Lyfis •, for it is the cuftom for the eldefb {o;:i

of a farriily to be named after his grandfather '=.

" Plut. in -Lycurg. t. i. p. 49.
» Arillot. de Rep. lib. 7, cJip. 17, t. ii. p. 447.
y Id. ibid.

z Plat. In Theset. t. i. p. 160. Harpocr. et Hefych. in A|Mfj^^.

Meurf, de Puerp. cap. 6.

» Euripid. in Eleft. v, 1 126. Arifloph. In Av. v. 4.94 et 923.

Schol. ibid. Deniofth. adv. Boeot. p. 1004. Ariltot. Hill.

Animal, lib. 7, cap. 12, t. i. p.. S96. Harpocr. in lQoim.

b Suid. in Aez(?i1.

c Ifaeus. de Plnsredlt. Pyrrh. p. 41. Plat, in Lyf. t. II. p. 205,

Dcmofth. in Boeot. p. looj.
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This ceremony was fucceeded by a facrifice and

an entertainment -, and a few days after followed

by another Hill more facred, that of initiation into

the Eleufmian myftcries. The Athenians, per-

fuadcd that initiation is produftive of great ad-

vantages after death, are anxious to perform this

ceremony on their children ''.

On the fortieth day Epicharis quitted her bed^

This day was a feftival in the houle of Apollodo-

rus; and the parents, after receiving new tokens

of affedion from their friends, redoubled their

attention to the education of their fon. Their

firft object was to give him a robuft conllitution,

and to fcled from the pradtices generally in ufe,

fuch as were mod conformable to tiie views of

nature, and the improved knowledge of philofo-

phy. Deidamia, for fo the nunc or gouvernante

was named, liftened to their advice, and Ibggefted

what fhe herfelf had learned from experience.

So powerful is the vegetation of the human

body in the five firfl- years of infancy, that, ac-

cording to fomc naturalills, it does not double

its height in the twenty fucceeding years ^ It

then requires plentiful nourilhment, and much

^ Terent. in Phorm. aft. i. fcen. i. v. 1 5, Apollod. ap. Do-
nat. ibid. Turntb. adv. lib. 3, cap. 6, Note of Madame Da-
cier on the ad fcene of the 4th ad of the Plutus of AriItophane».

• Cenfor. de Die Natal cap. il.
f Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 718.

B4



« TRAVELS OF
exercife. Nature agitates the infant with a fecret

reftleflhefs, and nurfes are often obliged to take him

in their arms, and gently lull his brain by pleafing

and melodious fongs. It fhould feem as if long

habit had led them to confider mufic and dancing

as the primary elements of our education^ : thefe

promote digeftion, procure tranquil fleep, and

diflipate ihofe fudden terrors which external ob-

jedls are apt to produce on the yet feeble or-

gans.

As foon as the child was able to ftand, Dei-

damia accuftomed him to walk, being hcrfelf

always ready to aflift him *. I afterwards faw her

put little playthings into his hands, which by

their noife might amufe him, or divert his atten-

tion '
5 a circumftance I fhould pafs unnoticed,

were not the moft commodious of thefe toys the

invention of the celebrated philofopher Archytas "

;

who wrote on the nature of the univerfe, and at

the fame time employed his attention on the edu^

cation of children.

More important cares foon occupied the atten-

tion of Deidamia, and particular views led her to

deviate from the pradices moft generally in ufe,

She accuftomed her pupil to eat indifcriminately

S Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. il. p. 790,
>» Id. ibid. lib. 7, p. 789.
• Etym. Magn. et Suid. in n^cclay. Anthol. I. 6, c. 23, p. 440^
iF Arillot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap. 6,t. li. p. 456,
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of all forts of food that were offered to him K Never

was violence employed to ftop his tears : but it

was only in compliance with the examples of cer-

tain philofophers ™, that flie confidcred them as

a fort of ufeful exercife for children ; it appeared

to her preferable to prevent them when their caufe

could be difcovered, and to fuffer them to flow

when that could not be afcertained : he therefore;

ceafed to (hed any as foon as he was able by his

geftures to explain his wants.

She was particularly attentive to the firfl im-

preflions he fhould receive; impreflions fome-

times fo powerful and durable as to leave traces

on the character for the remainder of life •, and,

in fad, it is fcarccly pofTible but that a mind

which in its infancy is continually agitated by idle

terrors, fhould become more and more fufceptible

of that timidity in which it has been regularly ini-

tiated ". Deidamia carefully withheld from her pu-

pil all objeds that might increafe his fears, inftead

of multiplying them by menaces and blows.

I one day faw her much offended at a mother

who had told her fon that the pimples in his face

were a punifhment for his falfehoods"; and in

confequence of my obferving that the Scythians

' Plut. in Lycurg. t. i. p. 49.
"* Ariflot. dc Rep. lib. 7, cap. 17,1. ii. p. 448.
" Plat.^dc Lcj^ lib. 7, t. ii. p. 791,
» Tluocr. Idyll. 12, v, 23. Schol. Ibid.
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handled their weapons with equal addrefs with the

right and left hand, I foon after faw her pupil make

life of both his hands indifcriminately •".

He was healthy and robuft, and was not treat-

ed eiiher with that excefiive indulgence which

renders children difficult to pleafe, hafcy, impa-

tient of the flighteft contradiflion, and infup-

portable to others i nor with that extreme feve-

rity that makes them timid, fervile, and infup»

portable to themfeives '^. His taftes were contra-

dicted without reminding him of his dependence

;

and his faults were punifhed without adding infult

to correftion \ Apollodorus laid the moll parti-

cular injundtion on his fon not to frequent the fo-

ciety of the fcrvants, who were ftriftly prohibited

from tainting him with the leafl tindure of vice,

cither by their words or their example '.

It is the advice of wife men not to impofe on

children for the firft five years any labour that re-

quires application "^

: their fports alone fhould

animate and intereft them. This period, allotted

for the growth and ftrengthening of the body,

Apollodorus prolonged in favour of his fon-, nor

did he place him under the care of a conduftor

r Plat, cle Leg. lib. 7, t. il. p. 794.
s Id. ibid. p. 791.
' Id. ibid. p. 793.
» Ariilot. de Rep. lib. 7, cap, 17, t. li. p. 448.
» Id. ibid.
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or pedagogue before the end of his fixth year ".

This tutor was a confidential (lave % employed

to accompany him every where, and efpecially to

the mailers who were to inftil into liim the firll

elements of the fciences.

Before he intruded him to his care he was de-

firous of lecuring to him the privileges of a citi-

zen, i have already faid that the Athenians are

divided into ten tribes: each tribe is fubdivided

into three confraternities, or curise ; and each

curia in-to thirty claiTes y. The members of the

fame curia are deemed brethen, inafmuch as

their fefbivals, temples, and facrifices are in com-

mon. An Athenian muft be enrolled in one of

the curias, either immediately on his birth, or at

three or four years old, but rarely after the

feventh year*. This ceremony is folemnly per-

formed at the feftival Apaturia, which is cele-

brated in the month Pyanepfion, and lads three

days.

The firft day is diftinguilbed only by entertain-

ments, at which relations are aflembled together

under the fame roof, and the members of a curia

in the fame place ^

" Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, p. 794.
" Id. in Lyf. t. ii. p. 208.

^ Hefych. Etymol. Magn. Harpocr. et Suid. in TtinU Poll,

lib. 3, S 52.
^ Sam. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 146, &c.
» Meurf. Graec. Fcriat. in Apatur.
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The fecond is confecrated to religious ceremo-

nies. The magiftrates offer up public facritices

;

and many Athenians, richly drefied, and carrying

burning firebr-ands in their hands, run h.:ftily

round the altar, fing hymns in honour of Vulcan,

and celebrate the god who introduced the ufe of

iire among mortals **.

On the third day children are admitted to the

rank of citizens. Several of both fexes were to

be prefented"^. I followed Apollodorus into a

fmall temple which belonged to his curia "^j

where wc found the chiefs of the curia, and

of the particular clais of which he was a mem-

ber, aflembled with feveral of his relations.

He prefented his fon to them, with a flieep for

facrilice : this they proceeded to weigh, and I

heard fome of the by-llanders cry out laughing,

Lefs, lefs ; meaning that it was not of the

weight prefcribed by law ^. This is a pleafantry

feldom omitted on thefe occafions. Whilfl the

flame was confuming part of the vidim^, Apollo-

dorus advanced, and holding his fon by the hand,

took the gods to witnefs that this child was the

offspring of himfelf, and of an Athenian wife, in

b Meurf. Graec. Feriat. in Apatur,
" Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 107.
^ Id. ibid. 3, § 52.
' Harpocr. in frUTov. Suid, in Mtiay.

^ Pemoilh. in Macart. p. 1029.
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lawful wedlocks. The votes were now colle<5t-

ed, and the infant immediately enrolled under the

name (^Lyfis, fon of Apollodorus, in the archives

of the curia, called the Public Regifter^.

This a6l, by which a child is entered in a cer-

tain tribe, curia, and clafs of that curia, is the only

one that afcertains the legitimacy of his birth,

and eftablifhes his right to the inheritance of his

parents'. When the members of the curia refufe

to incorporate him in their body, they are liable to

be profecutcd by the father ".

Education, to be conformable to the genius of

a government, fliould imprefs on the hearts of the

young citizens uniformity of fentiments and prin-

ciples : accordingly the ancient legiflators had

fubjecled the youth to one common inflitution '.

At prefent they are in general brought up in their

own families, which dircflly claflies with the de-

mocratic fpirit. In private education, a child,

meanly abandoned to the flattery of his rela-

tions and their flaves, confiders himfelf as diftincfl

from the multitude, becaufe he is feparated from

them. In public education, the emulation is more

general ; all conditions are brought upon a level,

or, if I may fo fpeak, are in contad with each
_—__ . _ .

^^—

_

8 Ifxus, de Hxred. Apoll. p. 65. Id. de Hxred, Cyron. p. 70.
^ Harpocr. in K^rv, y^^x^^.

' DemolK in Bccot. p. 1005.
^ Id. adv. Nexi". p. 870.
^ Aiillot. de Rep, lib. g, cap, \, t. ii. p. 449.

5
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other : there the youthful citizen is every day ancj

every inflant taughtj that merit and talents along

can confer any real fuperiority. |^
This queftion is more eafy of folutiort than a

multitude of others which employ the fruitlefs

difcufTions of philolbphers. It is often afk^d

whether moie attention fhould be bellowed on

the cultivation of the mind than the formation of

the heart j whether infants fhould be confined to

Icffbns of virtue, exclufr/ely of thofe which have

relation to the wants and comforts of fociety -, and

how far they Ihould be inftrudled in the arts and

fciences ^.

Far from engaging in fuch difputeSj Apollo-

dorus determined not to deviate from the CyfkcvA

of education eftabliihed by the ancient legiila-

tors, the wirdom of which attrads a great num-

ber of ftudcnts from the neighbouring countries^

as well as from the remoteft nations ". But he

refcrved to himfclf tlie pov/er of corredling its

abufes. He fent his fon eve^-y day to the fchools,

\fhich the law orders to be opened at fun rifing>

and fhut at fun fet". His conductor took him

there in the mornings and returned for him in the

evening ^

" Ariflot. de Rep. libw 8, cap. 2, p« 450,
n iCfchin. Epifl. 12, p. 214,
** Id. in. Tim. p. 261.

t Plat, in Lyf. t. ii. p 223*
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Among the preceptors intrufted with the care

of the Athenian youth, it is not uncommon to

meet with men of diftinguilhed merit. Such for-

merly was Damon, who gave leflbns of mufic to

Socrates '', and of politics to Pericles . Such,

in my time, was Philotimus •, who had frequented

the rclK)ol of Plato, and to an acquaintance with

the arts, added a well-grounded knowledge of true

philofophy. ApoUodorus, who had a great affec-

tion for him, had prevailed on him to affift in the

pains he bellowed on the education of his fon.

They were agreed that it fliould turn only on

one principle. Pleafure and pain, faid Philotimus

to me one day, are like two copious ftreams^

which Nature has diftributed among men, and

in which they dip at a venture for milcry or hap-

pinefs^ Thcfe are the two firll feelings of our

infancy, and thole which dire(5t all our adions in

a more advanced age. But let us beware left fuch

guides feduce us into errors : Lyfis therefore mufl:

be taucrht betimes to be diffident of their fusgef-

tions, and not to contrad: in his earlier years

any habit that may not eventually be juftified by

rcafon. Let example, converfation, fciences, bo-

dily cxercifes, every thing, in fhort, concur ta

^ Plat, dv* Rep. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 4C0.
' Id. in Alcib. t. ii. p. 118. Hut. in. Per, t. ''»p. 154.
* Plat, dc Leg. lib. 1, t. i. p. 636.
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make him love and hate, from the prefcnt momtnty

what it is his duty to love and hate for his whoi6

life^-

A courfe of ftudies comprifes mufic and gym^

naftics " ^ that is to fay, every thing that has any

relation to mental and corporeal exercifes. In

this divifion the word mufic is of very eXtenfivC

acceptation.

To underftartd the form and value of letters^

to trace them with elegance and facility *, to give

the proper length and intonation to fyllables, were

the firft ftudies of young Lyfis. He repaired daily

to the houfe of a grammarian, who dwelt neaf

the temple of Thefeus, in a frequented part of the

city, who gave inftruftions to a great number

of difciples >'. Every evening he gave to his pa-

rents an account of the progrefs he had made*

I faw him with a ftylus, or pin, in his hand, repeat-

edly following the windings of the letters his maf-

ter had traced out on the tablets ^. He was en-

joined to pay the moft fcr-upulous attention tO

pundluation, until it was time to inftru6l him in

"————— '
'
— ' '

—

- — . M ' I I

' Plat, de Leg. lib. 2, p. 653. Ariftot. de Mor. lib. i, cap. 2,

t. ii. p. 20.

" Plat, in Protag. t. i. p. 325, &c. Id. de Rep. lib. 3. t. ii.

p.4|2.
* Lncian.de Gymnaf. t. ii. p. 902.
y Plat, ill Alcib. I, t. ii. p. 1 J4. Demollh. de Cor. p. 454 et

^ Plat. inChai-mid. t. ii. p. 159. Quiati!. lib. i, cap. i,p. 13*

the
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the rules ". He often read the fables of^fop '', and

frequently repeated verfes he knew by rote. To
exercife the memory of their pupils, the profcflbrs

of grammar teach them paflages of Homer, Hefiod,

and the Lyric poets *=
: but, fay the philofophers,

nothing is fo contrary to the moft important obje<5t

of education. As tiie poets attribute paffions to the

gods, and juftify thofe of men, children become

familiar with vice before they know its pernicious

nature. For this reafon colleflions of felefl pieces

of a pure morality have been formed for their ufe'',

and it was one of thofe colle6lions that the mafter

of Lyfis had put into his hands. To this he after-

wards added the enumv'rration of the troops who

went to the fiege of Troy, as we find it in the

Iliad ^ Some legiflators have direded that chil-

dren fhould be accuftomed to repeat it in the

fchools, as it contains the names of the mod ajicient

cities and families of Greece ^

In the earlier part of his education, when Lyfis

fpoke, or read, or was declaiming from any au-

thor, I was aftonifhed at the degree of importance

* Ariftot. de Rhetor, lib. 3, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 589.
^ Aiiftoph. in Pac. V. 128. Id. in Av. v. 471. Ariftot. ap.

Schol. Arilloph. ibid.

c Plat, in Protag. t. i. p. 325. Id.de Rep. lib. 2, p. 377.
Lucian. de Gymn. t. ii. p. go2.

^ Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 8 1 1.

« Homer. Iliad, lib. 2.

f Eullath. in Iliad. 2, t. i. p. 263.

Vol. Ill, C
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his teachers annexed to his pronunciation, by mak-

ing him fometimes reft upon one lyllable, and hur-

rying him on another. Philotimus, to whom I ex-

prefTed my furprifc, removed it by the following

obfervations.

Our firft legiflators eafily conceived that the

Greeks muft be addrefied through the imao-ination,

and that virtue was infinitely more perfuafive when

conveyed by fentiment, than in precepts. They

prefented us with truths decorated with all the

charms of poetry and mufic. We were taught our

duties in the amufements of our childhood: we fang

the bounty of the gods, and the virtues of our he-

roes. Our manners became milder by the pleafmg

illufion, and we may at this day truly boaft, that the

graces themfelves have laboured to make us what

we are.

The language we fpeak feems to be their inven-

tion. What fweetnefs! what richnefs ! what har-

mony! How faithfully does it interpret the mind

and heart! Whiift by the copioufnefs and boldnefs

of its expreflions it fufiices to fignify all our ideas,

and clothes them when neceffary in brilliant colours,

its melody inftils perfuafion into our fouls. It is

not fo much my intention to explain, as to give you

a faint idea of this effeift.

We remark in this language three effential pro-

perties ; found, accent, and quantity^.

4 Ariilot. Poct\ cap. 20, t. ii, p. 667.
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Each letter, either feparately or conjointly with

another, conveys a found -, and thefe founds differ in

ibftnefs or harihnefs, ftrength or fecblenefs, clear-

nefs or obfcurity^ I point out to Lyfis thofe which

delight the ear, and thofe which offend it** : I make

him remark that an open, clear, and full found pro-

duces more effeft than a found that dies away on

the lips, or is broken againft the teeth •, and that

there is one letter which, when it frequently recurs,

caufes fo difagreeable a hiffing, that fome authors

have rigoroufly banifhed it from their works'.

You are aftonifhed at that fpccies of melody,

which among us not only animates declamation,

but even familiar converfation. You will find it

among almoft all the fouthern nations : their

language, like ours, is guided by accents appro-

priated to each word, and which give inflexions to

the voice, that are more numerous in proportion

as nations poffel^ more fenfibility, and ftronger as

they are lefs cultivated and enlightened. Nay,

I am apt to think that the ancient Greeks not only

ufed more afpirations, but were addicted to a ftill

ftronger accentuation than the moderns. How-
ever that may be, with us the voice fometimes

•• Plat, in Tht-Et. t. i. p. 203. Id. in Cratyl. ibid. p. 224.

DIonyf. Halic. de Compof. Verb. cap. 12, t. v. p. 65.
> Dionyf. ibid. cap. 14, p. 80, Athen. lib. 10, cap. 21, p. 45$.

Eullath. in Iliad. 10, p. 813.

C 2
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rifes and finks the difference of a fifth on two fy}Ia-i

bles, nay even on the fame ^ ; but more frequently

the tranfition is by fmaller intervals', fomediftindlly

marked, others fcarcely perceptible to, or wholly

undifcoverable by, the ear. In writing, the accents

being placed over the words'", Lyfis eafily diftin-

guifhes the fyllables on which he muft elevate or

lower his voice ; but as it is impoOible by figns to

determine the precife degrees of elevation and fink-

ing, I accuftom him to adopt the infledions the moft

fuited to the circumftances and the fubjed". You
muft have perceived that his intonation daily ac-

quires new beauties, as it becomes more juft and

varied.

The length of the fyllables is meafured by a

certain interval of time. Some drag on with more

or lefs flownefs, others prefs forward with a greater

or lefs degree of quicknefs°. Colled feveral fhort

fyllables, and you will be hurried away in defpite

of yourfelf by a rapidity of pronunciation; fub-

flitute long fyllables for them, and you will be

retarded by their weight; combine them together

according to their relative length, you will per-

ceive your ftyle obedient to all the emotions of

^ Dionyf. Halic. de Compof. Verb. cap. 1 1, t. v, p. 58.
J Sim. Bircov. Not. in Dionyf. p. 8. Mem. de I'Acad. de»

Bell. Lett. t. xxxii. p. 439.
« Aiiftot. de Soph. Elench. t. i. p. 28^*..

1 Id. de Rhetor. lib. 3, cap. i, t. li.p. 583.
• Dionyf. Halic. de Compof. Verb. cap. 15, t. v. p. 85.
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your mind, and exadlly convey the imprefTions you

wifh to communicate. This it is which conftitutes

that rhythmus, that cadence'*, which cannot be

violated without offending the ear-, and thus, from

the varieties which nature, the paflions, and art

have given to the expreffions of the voice, there

refults a combination of more or lefs agreeable,

violent, or rapid founds.

When Lyfis fh-all be more advanced, I will

fiiew him that the bell method of afforting thefe

founds is by contrafting them •, for contraft, from

whence arifes equilibrium, is throughout all nature,

and principally in the imitative arts, the fource of

order and of beauty. I will fhew him by what a

happy equipoife they may be ftrengthened and

enfeebled. Thefe rules fliall be fupported by ex-

amples. In tiie works of Thucydides he will dif-

tinguifh a fcvcre, commanding melody, full of

grandeur, but generally deftitute of amenity ; in

the writings of Xenophon a feries of harmonious

founds, which by tkeir elegance and foftnefs cha-

raderize the graces by which he was infpired^j

and in the poems of Homer a learned and per-

petually diverfified arrangement ^ Oblerve, when

fpeaking of Penelope, in what a manner that poet

F PJat. in Cratyl. t. i. p. 424. Ariftot. de R.hetor. lib. 3,
cap. 8, t. il, p. 591.

*i Dionyr. Mabc. de Compof. Verb, cap, to, t. v. p. J2.
' Id. ibid. cap. 15, p. 5 -.

C3
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combines the fweeteft and moft melodious founds

to difplay the harmony and fplendour of beauty \
Would he reprefent the noife of the waves break-

ing on the fhore, his language lengthens, and

imitates the roaring of the fea. Does he vvifh to

paint the torments of Sifyphus eternally labouring

to roll a rock up to the top of a mountain, whence

it incefTantly recoils upon him, his verfes, after a

flow, heavy, and fatiguing progrefs, roll and preci-

pitate themfelves like a torrent ^ Thus are founds

converted into colours, and images become

realities, under the pen of the mofl harmonious of

poets.

We do not teach foreign languages to our pu-

pils; whether it be from contempt of other nations,

or becaufe they have not more time than is requifite

to learn our own. With the properties of the com-

ponent elements of the latter Lyfis is well acquaint-

ed. His flexible organs feize without difficulty

thofe fhades which a pradlifed ear remarks in the

nature of founds, in their duration, and in the dif-

ferent degrees of their elevation or depreffion".

Thefe ideas, which have never yet been col-

ledbed in any work, will perhaps appear to you

frivolous; and fo they would be if, compelled as

s Dionyf. Halle. deCompof. Verb. cap. 16, t. v. p. 197.
' Id. ibid. cap. 20, t. v. p. 139, &c.

« Ariilot. de Khet. lib. 3, cap. i, t. ir p. 583.
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we are to pleafe in order to perfuade, it were not

often neceflary to prefer flyle to thought, and har-

mony to exprefTion *. But they are eflential in a

government where the value of eloquence is in-

finitely enhanced by the acccfTory qualities that

attend it; and more efpecially among a people

whofe mind is levity itfelf, and whofe fenfes are of the

iitmoft delicacy; who will fometimes pardon an

orator for oppofmg their inclinations, but never for

offeivding their ear >", Hence the incredible exer-

tions of certain orators to rectify their organs of

fpcech; hence their efforts to give that melody and

cadence to their harangues which mz.^ bed effe6t

pcrfuafion ; hence, in fine, thofe inexprefTible

charms, that ravifiiing fweetnefs, which diltinguifh

the Grecian ton<j;ue in the mouth of the Athenians*.

Confidered in this point of view, grammar is fo inti-

mately connected with mufic, that the care of teach-

ing both is generally incruifed to the fame precep-

tor ^

I fhall relate on another occafion the converfa-

tions I had with Philotimus on the fubjc(5l of

mufic. I fometimes was prefent at the mufical

« Ariftot. de Rhet. p. 584. DIonyf, Halic.ibid.

y Demolih. de Coron. p. 48r. Ulpian. ibid. p. 529. Cicer.

Oiat. cap. 8 et 9, t. i. p. 425. Siiid. in ®'.^iu.

^ Plat, de Leg. lib. I, t. ii. p. 642. Cicer. de Orator, lib. 3,
cap. I I, t. I. p. 290.

2 Quintil. Inllit. lib. 1, cap. 10, p. 69.

C 4
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lefTons he gave his pupil. Lyfis learnt to fing with

tafle, accompanying his voice on the lyre. He was

fuffered to make ule of no inftruments that violently

agitate the mind, or which ferve only to enervate

it''. He was forbidden the flute, which alternately

excites and lulls to flcep the paflions. Not long ago

this inftrument conftituced the chiefentertainment of

the moft diftinguilhed Athenians. Alcibiades, when

a boy, began to learn to play on it ; but finding that

his exertions to produce the founds disfigured his

features, he broke his flute into a thoufand pie-

ces*'. From that moment the Athenian youth

confidered playing on this inftrument as an ignoble

exercife, and abandoned it to profefllonal mufi-

cians.

It was about this time that I fet out for Egypt.

Before my departure I requefted Philotimus to

commit to writing the remainder of this plan of

education, and I fhall now continue the narrative

from his journal.

Lyfis pafied fuccefllvely under the care of dif-

ferent mafters. He learnt arithmetic by prin-

ciple, and in his fports ; for, in order to afllft

children in the ftudy of this fcience, they are ac-

cuftomed fometimes to {hare amongft them, ac-

cording to their number, a certain quantity of

b Ariflot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap, 6, t, 11. p. 457.
^ Flat, in Akib. i, 1. 11. p. 106. Aul. Gell. lib, 15, cap, 17,
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apples or chaplets ; fometimes they change places

with each other in their exerciles, according to

certain given combinations, lb that the fame boy

fhall occupy each place in his turn*^. ApoUo-

dorus would not allow his Ton to learn either the pre-

tended powers attributed to numbers by the Py-

thagoreans, nor the application which a fpirit of

iordid interefb may make of calculation to com-

mercial traniadlions^. He neverthelels had a great

efleem for arithmetic, becaufe, among other advan-

tages, it increafes the fagacity of the mind, and

prepares it for the reception of geometry and aftro-

nomy ^.

Lyfis acquired a tindure of both thefe fciences.

With the alliftance of the former, fhould he one day

be placed at the head of armies, he will be better

enabled to mark out a camp, condu6l a fiege, ar-

range troops in order of battle, and dircd their

motions with more facility on a march, or in an

action *. The latter will guard him againft the

panic terror with which but lately the foldiers were

ufcd to be feized at the fight of eclipfes and the

extraordinary phenomena of nature **.

Apollodorus happening one day to call at the

* See note at the end of the volume.
^ Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. S19.
? Id. de Rep. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 521;.

f Id. in Thext. t. i. p. 145. Id. de Rep. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 526.
Id. de Leg. lib. 5. t. i\. p. 747.

S Id. dc Rep. lib- 7, • t. ii. p. 526.
* Thucyd. lib. 7, cap. 50.
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houfe of one of the preceptors of his fon, found

there mathematical inftruments, fpheres, globes ',

and tables on which were delineated the boundaries

of different empires, and the pofition of the moil

celebrated cities'^. As he had been told that his fon

often talked to his friends of an ellate belongins; to
CD O

the family in the diilrift of Cephiffia, he embraced

this opportunity to give him the fame lefibn that

Alcibiades received from Socrates ^ Shew me,

faid he to him, on this map of the world, where

Europe, Greece, and Attica are fituated. Lyfis

anfwercd thefe queflions fatisfaftorily ; but Apollo-

dorus next enquiring of him, where the diftrift

of Cephiffia lay, his fon anfwcred with bluflies

that he was not able to find it. His friends fmiled,

and he never more fpoke of the poffeffions of his

father.

Lyfis was inflamed with an ardc,nt defire to af-

quire knowledge : but his father never loft fight of

this maxim 6f a king of Lacedaemon ; that nothing

fhould be taught children but what may be even-

tually ufeful ™ : nor of this other ; that ignorance is

preferable to a multiplicity of knowledge confufed-

ly jumbled together in the mind".

• Ariftoph, in Nub. v. 201, &c.
^ Herodot. lib. 5, c. 49. Diog. Laert. in Thcoph. lib. 5,

§51.
1 iElian. Var. Hift. lib. 3, cap. 28.
• Plut. Lacon. Apopth. t. ii. p. 224."

« Plit. dcLeg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 815.
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Lyfis learnt at the fame time to fvvim, and

to manage a horfe". Dancing regulated his fteps,

and bellowed a gracefulnels un all his motions.—

He was a clofe attendant at the gymnafium of

the Lyceum. In Greece children begin their

bodily exercifes very early p, fometimes even at

{even years old', and continue them till the age

of twenty. They are firft habituated to bear cold

and heat, and all the inclemencies of the feafons
'

;

and afterward accuftomed to throw balls of dif-

ferent fizes, returning them to each other. This

and other games of the lame nature are but pre-

ludes to thofe laborious exercifes which are to

fucceed in proportion as their ftrength increafes.

—

They run on a deep fand j hurl javelins •, and leap

oyer ditches or barriers, holding in their hands greaC

leaden weights, and throwing into the air, or before

them, quoits of ftone or brafs S They run once, or

oftener, the whole length of the ftadium, and fre-

quently in heavy armour. But their chief exer-

cifes confiit m wreftling, pugiliftic encounters,

and the various combats which I fhall defcribe

when I come to fpeak of the Olympic games.—

Lyfis, who was pafTionately fond of thefe amufe-

• Pet. Leg, Att. p. 162.

P Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 402. Luclan. de Gymnaf. t. ii.

p. 89B.
<i Axiocli. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 366.
• Lucian. ibid.

• Id. ibid. t. ii. p. 9C9.

4
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ments, was obliged to ufe them with moderation,

and correft their efFe<5ts by mental exercifes, to

which his father inceflantly recalled his attention.

On his return home in the evening, he either

fang to the lyre \ or amufed himfelf with drawing,

a ftudy which has been almoft generally intro-

duced, of late years, among children of free condi-

tion ". He ofcen read inftruftive and entertaining

books, in prcfence of his father and mother. On
thefe occafions Apollodorus performed the ofEce

of thofe grammarians, who, under the name of

critics ", teach us to folve the difficulties that oc-

cur in the text of authors ; and Epicharis, that of

a woman of tafte, who is able to relifh and poiap

out their beauties. Lyfis one day adding by what

criterion we fhould judge of the merit of a book ;

Ariftotle, v/ho was prefent, replied :
" When the

author has faid every thing that he ought, nothing

but what he ought, and when he fays that as he

ought)'."

His parents formed him to that noble politenefs

of which they were themfeivcs the models. The

defire of pleafing, facility in the intercoarfc of

life, equality of character, attention to yield

• Plat, in Lyf. t. ii. p. 209.
" Arillot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 450. Plin. lib. 35,

t. ii. p. 694.
* Axiocli. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 366. Str^b. ap. EuRatl). t. i.

p. 285,
y Ariftot. de Mor.lib. 2, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 22, Id. dp Rhetor.

lib. 3, cap. 1, t. ii. p. 583.
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^precedence to the aged *, decency of deportment,

of appearance, manners, and expreffions % all were

prefcribed him without conftraint, and all acquired

and obferved without an effort.

His father often took him to hunt different

kinds of quadrupeds, becaufc the chace is the image

of war''; fometimes to kill or catch birds-, but

always on uncultivated grounds, that he might not

deftroy the hopes of the hufbandman'^.

He was taken early to the theatre'' ; and after-

wards more than once diftinguiflicd himfelf in the

mufical and dancing chorufes at the folemn feftivals.

He was eminent likewife at thofe public games in

which horfe-races are introduced, and frequently

carried off tlie palm -, but he was never feen, like

fpme young men, Handing upright on horfeback,

throwing arrows, and making a ihew of hiujfclf by

tricks of dexterity =.

He took fome leffons of a fencing-mafter ^, and

made himfelf acquainted with tadicss-, but he

never frequented thole ignorant profelTors, to

» Ariftot. de Mor, lib. 9, cap. 2, t. ii. p. 1 18.

• Ifocr. ad. Demon, t. i. p. Z4, 27, Sec. Ariftot.de Rcp^
t. il. lib. 7, cap. 1 7, p. 448.

^ Xeiioph.dc Venat.p. 974 &.995.
< Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 824.
<* Theophr. Charaft. cap. 9.
« Plat, in Men. t. ii. p. 93.
f Id. in Lach. t. ii. p. '/Sz.

t Axioch. ap. Plat, t.iii.p. 365,
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"vrholc lectures youth repair to learn to command

armies ^.

Thefe different exercifes were principally con-

ne6led with the military art. But if it was his duty

to defend his country, it was thought no Icfs in-

cumbent on him to contribute to its information and

improvement. Logic, rhetoric, ethics, hiftory,

the laws, and politics, fucceflively engaged his at-

tention.

Mercenary mafters take upon them to teach

thefe various branches of fcience, and require a

high premium for their leflbns. The following

anecdote is told of Arillippus. An Athenian re-

queuing him to complete the education of his Ton,

Ariftippus demanded a thoufand drachmas. " But,'*

replied the father, " 1 could have a flavc for that

fum." " You will have two," faid the philofopher

;

*' your fon, and the flave whom you had placed

about his perfon '."

Formerly this city was greatly frequented by

the fophifts, who taught the Athenian youth to

declaim fuperiicially on every fubjeft. Though

their number be now greatly diminilhed, fome of

tfcem are ftill to be feen furrounded by their dif-

ciples, and who make the halls of the gymna-

fium re-echo with their clamours and difputations.

•> Plat, in Euthyd. t. i. p. 507.
» Plut. de Lib. Educ. t. ii. p. 4.
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Lyfis feldom attended at thefe contentions. Lef-

fons were given him by teachers of much greater

abilities •, and he had the advantage of receiving the

inftruftion of men of the firft order for genius and

learning. Such were Plato, Ifocratcs, and Arifto-

tle, who were all three the friends of Apollodorus.

Logic added new powers, and rhetoric new

charms, to his rcafon. But care was taken to warn

him that both fciences, though intended to render

truth triumphant, were but too frequently employ-

ed to give the vi6lory to falfehood. As an orator

fhould not be too negligent ofexternal acquirements,

he was placed for fome time under the eye of

an able actor, who gave him proper inftruftions

with refpeft to the management of his voice and

geftures ^,

The hiftory of Greece taught him the claims

and errors of the different ftates which inhabit it.

He attended the bar, until the time fliouid come

when, after the example of Themillocles and other

great men, he might have the opportunity of per-

fonally defending the caufe of innocence ^

One of the principal obje6ls of education is to

form the infant heart. In the courfe , of it ™, the

parents, tutor, fervants, and mailers, weary the

child with trite m.axims, the imprelTion of which

•^ Pint, in Demofth. t. i. p. 839.
' Nep. in Them. cap. I.

> Plat, in Protag. t. i. p. 32;.
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they weaken by their examples. Menaces and

blows, too, injudicioufly employed, often give him

a diftafte for truths which he fhould have been in-

duced to love.

The ftudy of morality never cod L.yfis a tear.

His father had placed about him perfons who im-

proved him by their condu6l, and not by importu-

nate remonftrances. When a child, he pointed out

his faults to him with mildnefs : when his reafon was

more completely formed, he let him fee that they

were contrary to his intereft.

He was very careful in his choice of books on

the fubjecSl of morality ; their authors in general

either wavering in their principles, or having only

falfe ideas of the duties of mankind. Ifocrates one

day read us a letter which he had formerly addreffed

to Demcnicus *, a young man who refided at the

court of Cyprus ". This letter, which was fraught

with fenfe, but loaded with antithefes, contained

rules for manners and conduct, arranged in the

form of maxims, relative to the various circum-

ftances of life. The following may ferve as a

fpecimen.

" Act towards your parents, as you would that

your children fhould one day a£t towards you °.

—

In your moft fecret aftions, fuppofe that you have

* See note at the end of the volume.^
n Ifocr. ad Demon, t. i. p. 15.
• Ibid. p. 23.

all
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all the world for witnefTes. Do not flatter your-

felf that reprehenfible actions can remain in obli-

vion ;
you may perhaps conceal them from others,

but never from yourfelf •*. Employ your leifurc

hours in liftening to the converfation of the wife '.

Deliberate flowly, execute promptly '. Comfort

diftrefled virtue j liberality well applied conflitutes

the trcafure of the worthy man \ When you fhall

be Invefted with fome important office, never em-

ploy bad men j when you quit it, let it be with

glory rather than with wealth \"

This work was written with that profufion of or-

nament and elegance which we difcover in all the

produdions of Ifocrates. Compliments were be-

ftowed upon the author j and when he was gone,

Apollodorus thus add refled hisfon: Thepleafurc

you received on hearing this letter read, did not

efcape m.e, nor am I furprifed at it : It has awak-

ened fentiments which are precious to your heart,

and we are always happy to meet our friends.

But did you attend to the paffage I defired him to

repeat, and which points out to Demon icus the

£ondu(5t he Ihould obferve at the court of Cyprus?

I know it by rote, anfwered Lyfia. " Conform to

the inclinations of the prince. By appearing to

p Ifocr. ad Demon. 1. 1. p 25.
« Ibid. p. 26.

' Ibid.
i^. 37.

• Ibid. p. 33i
* Ibid. p. 39.
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approve them, you will acquire additional influ-

ence with hinn, and more refpeft from the people.

Obey his laws, and confider his example as the

firft "." What a ftrange lefTon in the mouth of a

republican ! refumed Apollodorus ; and how is it

polTible to reconcile it with the advice the author

gives Demonicus to deteft flatterers * ? The fa6t is

that Ifocrates has but a borrowed dodlrine on mo-

rality, and fpeaks rather as a rhetorician than as a

philofopher. Befides, is it by fuch vague precepts

that we are to enlighten the mind ? Do you ima-

gine that Demonicus was in a fituation to undei^-

ftand the words, wifdom, juftice, temperance, ho-

iiefl:y, ard a variety of others which have fo often

met your ear in this produdion; thofe words which

fo many men content themfelves with retaining and

diflributing as it may fervc their purpofeyf Have

you yourfelf an accurate idea of their true fignifi-

catioD ? Are you aware that our greateft danger

from prejudices and vices is when they aflume the

difguife of truths and virtues j and that nothing is

more difficult than to obey the voice even of a

faithful guide, when overpowered by that of a

multitude of impoftors who walk by his fide and

imitate his language ?

Hitherto I have made no attempt to fortify you

' -

" Ifocr. ad Demon, p. 39.
* Ibid. p. 34.
J Plat, ill Pliasdr. t, iii. p. 263,
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in virtue fyflematically. I have contented myfelf

with making you pradife it. It was proper to

difpofe your mind for the reception of thele lei^

fons, as we prepare the earth before we fcatter the

feed by which it is to be enriched *.

You fhould new call me to account for the fa*,

orifices I have fometimes required trom you, and

enable yourfelf to juflify thofe you will one day be

obliged to make.

A few days after, Ariftotle was fo obliging as

to bring v/ith him feveral works which he had

flcetched out or finifhed, moftly on the fcience of

morals*, commenting on them as he read. I

ihall endeavour to explain his principles.

All modes of life, all our adtions, have a parti-

cular end in view •, and all thofe ends tend to one

general objed, which is happinefs ''. It is not in

the end we propofe, but in the choice of means,

that we deceive ourfclves '. How often do ho-

nours, riches, power, and beauty, prove more fatal

than ufeful to US'* ! Hov/ often has experience

taught US that difeafe and poverty are not in

themfelves injurious M Thus, from the erroneous

idea we form of good and evil, as much as from

* Arillot. de Mor. lib. lo, cap. lo, t. ii. p. i^r.
» Id. ibid. p. 3. Id. Magn. Mor. p. 145. Id. EudemioF,

p. IV"*-

^ Id. de Mor. lib. i, cap. I & 2.

' Ariftot. Mac:n. Mor. lib. 1, cap. 19, t. ii. p. 15S,
* Id. Eudem. lib. 7, cap. 15, p. 290.

f Id. de Mor, lib. 3, cap. 9, p. 36.
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the inconftancy of our will ^, we almofl always adt

without precifely knowing what it is we ought to

defire, or what wc ought to fearS.

To diftinguifli real from apparent good^ is the

objeft of morality, which unfortunately docs not

proceed like the fciences limited to theory. In the

latter, the mind without difficulty perceives confe-

quences refulting from principles '. But when call-

ed upon to ad:, it ought to hefitate, to deliberate^

to choofe, and, above all, to guard itfelf againft

illufions arifing from external confiderations, and

asainft thofc which originate in our hearts. If

we wiHi our decifions to be wife and juft, let us

couf'-dt our own feelings, and acquire ajuft idea

of our paffions, virtues, and vices.

The foOi'^ ^^^^ principle, which, among other

faculties, enjO)'s J:hofe of knowing, conjefluring,

and deliberating ; o^' feeling, wifhing, and fearing ^
;

the foul, indivifible perhaps in itfejf, is, relatively

to its Various operatu'^ns, divided as it were into

Ko prl.'?cipal parts -, u.^^ 0"e of which pofTcOes

-eafon and tk" intelleaual virtues; the other, which

, , , • J ' hv the foriTf^er, is the refidence of
mould be guideu <>y tne lovi.

,

the moral virtues \

2 Id Eudem. lib. i, cap. 5, p. »97> ^^•

u Id. de Mor. lib. 3- cap. '^i P- ^ ^- 3
i Id. Magn. Mor. lib. 1, cap. 18, i

• ^5 •

. Arirtot.de Aninu lib. I, cap. 9, t. *: R; - 9-
^^^^^^^^ ^.^^

p. 2^4.
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The former is the feat of intelligence, wifdom,

and fcience, which apply themfelves only to intel-

le<5tual and invariable things ; of prudence, judg-

ment, and opinion, the objects of which fall under

the obfervation of the fenfes, and are perpetually

varying •, and of iagacity, memory, and other qua-

lities, that I omit'".

Intelligence, a fimple perception of the foul *,

confines itfelf to the contemplation of the efience

and eternal principles of things ; Wifdom medi-

tates not only on the principles, but on the conle-

quences which flow from them -, it partakes of in-

telligence that (ccs, and fciencc that demonltrates".

Prudence appreciates and combines the good and

evil, deliberates flowly, and determines our choice

in the manner the mod conformable to our real

interefts °. When with fufficient knowledge to de-

cide, it has not power enough to make us a<5t, it is

no more than a found judgment ''. Laftly, opinion

envelops itfelf in doubts**, and often leads us into

error.

Of all the qualities of the mind, wifdom is the

moft eminent, and prudence the moft ufcful. As

there is nothing fo great in tho univerfe as the uni-

" Ariftot. Magn. Moral, lib. I, cap. 5, p. 151.
* See note at the end of the volume.
^ Ariliot. Magn. Moral, cap. 35, p. 17c.
• 7:1. de Mor. lib. 6, cap. 5, p. 76 ; cap. S, p.

'

r Id. de Mor. h'b. 6, cap. il, p. 81.

1 Id. Magn. ^lor. lib. i, cap. 35, p, lyot

D3



35 TRAVELS OF
vcrfe itfelf, the fages, who afcend to its origin, and

ftudy the incorruptible eflence of all beings, arc

entitled to the firft rank in our'efteem. Such were

Anaxagoras" and Thales. They have tranfmitted

to us admirable and fublime ideas, but which are of

no importance to our happinefs""; for wifdom has

only an indirect influence on morals. That confifts

wholly in theory, prudence entirely in praftice*.

In a family we frequently fee the mafter confide

to a faithful fteward the minute particulars of do-

meftic government, that he may apply himfelf to

more important affairs •, thus wifdom, abforbed in

profound meditations, relies on prudence to regu-

late our propenfities, and to govern that part of

the foul in which, as I have faid, the moral virtues

refide \

This part is every moment agitated, by love,

hatred, anger, defire, fear, envy, and a m.ultitude

of other pafTions, the feeds of which we bring with

us into the world, and which are of themfelves

deferving neither of cenfure or praife ^ Their mo-

tions, which are caufed by the attraction of plea-

fure or the fear of pain, are almoit always irre-

gular and fatal; now, in the fame manner as the

want or excefs of exercife deflroys the powers of

' Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 6, cap. 7, p. 78 ; cap. 13, p. 8:

* riet note at the end of the vohime.

» Ariftot. Magn. Mor. lib. i, cap. 35, p. 171 & 172,
t Id. dc M ji". lib. 2, cap. 4, p. 2 1.
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the body, (o does a paflionatc emotion, either too

violent or too weak, lead aftray the mind, leaving

it either Ihort of, or urging it beyond, the mark

it ought to have in view, whilfb a well regulated

emotion conduds it naturally to the object ". It

is the medium therefore between two vicious af-

feflions, that conftitutes a virtuous fentiment *.

Let us give an example. Cowardice fears every

thing, and errs by deficiency; prefumption fears

nothing, and errs by excefs : courage, which adopts

the medium between the two, f^^ars only when

it is neceflary to fear. Thus paflions of the fame

nature produce in us three different affedion", two

vicious and the other virtuous ^ Thus dp thft

moral virtues arife from the very bofom of the

pafliojis, or rather they are no other than paflions

reftrained within due limits.

Ajriftotle now fhewed us a writing in three co-

lumns, where mod of the virtues were refpedtively

placed between their two extremes : liberality, for

inftance. Hood between avarice and prodigality

;

friendlliip between averfion or hutred, and com-

plaifance or fl^ittery''. As prudence by its na-

ture is a property of the rational, and by its func-

* Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 2, cap. 2, p. 19.
* See note at the end of the vohimc.
* Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 2, cap. 8, p. 25.
y Id. ibid. cap. 7, p. 2i^. Id. Eudem. lib. 2, cap, 3, p. 206,

&.cap. 7Jp. 225.
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tions of the irrational mind, it was accompanied

by craft, which is a vice of the heart, and ftu-

pidity, which is a mental dtfeS:.

We difcovered Tome gaps in this table. Tem-
perance was oppofed to intemperance, which is its

cxcefs ; infenfibility was chofen for the other eX'

treme, becaufe, faid Ariftotle, men never err by

deficiency in matters of plcafure, unlefs they are

infenfible. Our language, added he, has not a

word proper to charadlerize the virtue oppofite to

envy, though it be recognifed in the indignation

that every honeft mind experiences at the fuccef?

of the wicked *.

Be this as it may, the two vices correfponding

to a virtue may be more or lefs remote from it,

without ceafing to be blameable. A man may be

more or lefs cowardly, more or lefs prodigal j there

is but one only manner in which he can be perfedly

liberal or courageous -, accordingly we have very

few words in our language to fignify each virtue,

but a confiderable number for ev^ry vice. Hence

the Pythagoreans fay that evil partakes of the

nature of infinite, and good of the nature of

finite *,

But what (hall difeover this good, which is al-

moft imperceptible amid the evils that furround it?

" —• ",

» Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 2, cap, 7, p. 24, Id. Eudent. lib. a,

eap- 3, p. 206, & cap. 7, p. 225.
' id. dc Mor. lib. 2, cap. 5, p. 23. Id. Mign, Mpr^' l^h, I|

cap, 25, p. 1^2,
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Prudence, which I Ihall fometimes call right rea-

fon, becaufe, uniting the light of experience to the

natural light of reafon, it reftilies the one by the

other''.
. The funftion of prudence is to point out

to us the track in which we arc to walk, and to

reftrain as much as poflible fuch of our paflions

as might induce us to wander into the adjoinin^y

paths *=
5 for it is her duty to fignify her commands

to them : (he is to them what an architeft is to the

workmen who labour under him''.

Prudence deliberates on all occafions on the ad-

vantages we fliould purfue, advantages difficult to

know, and which fhould be relative not only to

ourfelves, but to our relations, our friends, and fel-

low-citizens S Deliberation fhould be followed

by a voluntary choice, without which it would de-

ferve only pity or indulgence ^ The choice is

free whenever we are not conftrained to adt againfl:

our judgment by external force, or hurried away

by an excufable ignorance *. Thus, an aclion,

the objedl of which is honourable, fhould be pre-

ceded by deliberation and by choice, to render it,

properly fpeaking, an act of virtue ; and this aft.

' Ariilot de Mor. lib. 6, cap. i, 9, &c.
« Id. Mr. 511. Mor. lib. i, cap. 18, p. 158.
•^ Id. ibid. cap. 35, p. 172.
* Id. de Mor. lib. i, cap. 5, p. 8.

^ Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. I, p. 28.

* l»l, ibid. cap. i & 2,
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by frequent repetition, forms in our minds a habit

which I call virtue ^^

We are now able to dillinguifli what Nature has

done for us, and what found reafon has added to

her work. Nature neither gives nor denies us any

virtue. She grants us only faculties, leaving the

ufe of them to ourfelves '\ While Ihe has fowed

in our hearts the feeds of every pafilon, flie has im-

planted there the principles of every virtue ^. We
receive, confequently, at our birth, an aptitude

more or lefs approaching to a virtuous difpofition,

a propenfity more or lels flrong towards what is

good and juft^

Hence we may perr.eive an elTential difference

between what we fometimes denominate natural

virtue, and virtue properly fo called "^. The for-

mer is that aptitude, that propenfity I have men-

,

tioned, a fort of inftind which, unenlightened as

y«t by reafon, wavers between good and evil.

The latter is the fame inftinil, conftantly directed

towards good by right reafon, and always afting

with knowledge, choice, and perfeverance".

I conclude from hence that virtue is a habit

formed, in the fisil inilance, and afterwards guided

*• Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 2 cap. I, p. 18 ; cap. 4, p. 21.
i Id. Ibid.

^ Id. Magn. Mor. lib. 2, cap. 7, p. 184.
^ Id. de Mor. lib. 6, cap. 1 3, p. ^4. Id. Magn. Mor. ibid^
o' Ariftot. Magn. Mor. lib. I, cap. 35, p. 17 1 j de Mpr. p. 84.
* Id» de jNIor. lib. 2, cap, 3, p. ?l.
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by prudence -, or, if you will, it is a natural im-

pulfe towards good af^ions, transformed by pru-

dence into a habit "".

- Several confequences arife naturally from thefq

ideas. It is in our power to be virtuous, fince we
all poffcfs the aptitude to become fo •"

; but it does

not depend on any of us to be the moft virtuous

of men, unlefs that individual has received from

Nature the difpohtions requifite to fuch a deprrec

of perfection ''.

o-^-^l

Since prudence forms in us the habit of virtue,"

all the virtues become her work •, whence it fol-

lov/s, that in a mind docile to her dictates, not a

virtue but prefents and places itfelf in its proper

rank, and not one will be found in oppofition to

another'. In fuch a mind, too, we mult ^ifcover

a perfect harmony between realon and the pallions,

fince the former commands, and the latter always

obey K

But how can we afllire ourfelves of this har-

mony, or flatter ourklves that we polTefs fuch

virtue ? Firft, by a fecret fcntiment \ and next by

* Ariftot. de Mor. cap. 6, p. 23. Magn. Mor. lib. 1, cap. ^^f^

p. 171.

r Id. de Mot. lib. 3, cap. 7, p. 33. Id. Magn. Mor. lib. i,

cap. 9, p. 153.
1 Id. Magn. Mor. lib. I, can. 12, p. 155.
r Id. dc Mor. lib. 6, cap. 13, p. N4. id. Magn. Mor. lib. 2,

cap. 3, p. i:.i,.

* Id. Magn. Mor. lib. 2, cap. 7, p. 184.
* id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 10, p. i86t
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the pain or pleafure we experience. If this virtwt

be not yet matured, the facrifices it requires will

afRidt us ; if complete, thofe facrifices will afford

us the pureft joy ; for virtue has its voluptuouf-

nefs ".

It is impofTible for children to be virtuous; they

are alike unable to diftinguilh, or to -prefer their real

good. Yer, as it is elTential to cherifli in them the

natural propenfity they have to virtue, they ihould

be accuftomed to virtuous adlions *.

Prudence always conducing itfelf by wife and

good motives, and each virtue requiring perfeve-

rance, many adlions, which feem worthy of com-

mendation, lofe all their value when we inveftigate

the principle that produced them y. Some expofc

themfelves to great dangers from the hope of great

advantage •, others through fear of cenfure. Thefe

iTien are not courageous. Take an^bition from

the former, and (hame from the latter, they poffi-

bly will prove arrant cowards ".

The man who is hurried away by revenge is not

to be called courageous ; he is a wild boar rufhing

on the fpear that has wounded him. Nor is that

appellation to be bellowed on thofe who are agi-

i tated by unruly paflions, and whofe courage takes

I

» Arlftot. de Mor. lib. 2, cap. 2, p. 19; lib. 10, cap. 7, p. 137.
^ Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. i, p. 18.

7 Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 3.

» Id. Magn. Moral, lib. i, cap. 21, p. x6o.
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fire and extinguifhes with them. Who then is the

courageous man ? He who, influenced by good and

wife mo:ives, and guided by found reafon, knows

the danger, fears it, yet bravely haftens to meet

it'.

Ariftotle applied '^the fame principles to juftice,

temperance, and the other virtues. He went through

them all in detail, and followed them in their fub-

divifions, fixing their extent and boundaries ; for

he fhewed us in what manner, under what circum-

(lances, and on what objefls, it was the province of

each of them to adt, or to fufpend their operations.

As he proceeded, he gave us his opinion on a mul-

titude of queftions, concerning which philofophers

are divided, refpeding the nature of our duties,

Thefe particulars, which are often but hinted at in

his works, and which I cannot here unfold, brought

him back to the motives that fhould attach us in-

violably to virtue.

Let us confider virtue, faid he, one day, in its

relations to ourfelves and others. The virtuous

man finds his enjoyment in dwelling and livinor

with himfelf. You will find in his foul neither the

remorfe nor tumults which agitate the vicious. He
is happy in the recolleftion of the good he has

done, and in the prolpedl of that he may yet

* Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 5, cap. 1 1, p. 38. Id. Eudem. Jib. 3,
cap. I, p. 220.
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have it in his power to do^. He enjoys his own

efteem, by obtaining the efteem of others ; he

feems to a£t only for them ; he will even refign to

them the moft fplendid employments, if he be per-

fuaded that they can difcharge the duties of them

better than himfelf *=. His whole life is fpent in

ufeful activity **, and all his aflions originate in

fome particular virtue : he therefore poffeffes hap-

pinefs, which confifls only in a feries of virtuous

aflions ^

I have been fpsaking of the happinefs arifing

from an aftive life, dedicated to die duties of ib-

ciety. But there is another kind of happinefs of

a fuperior order, exclufiveiy referved for the fmall

number of fages, who, far from the tumult of

affairs, refign themfeives to a life of contemplation^.

As they have divefted themfelves of every thing

mortal in our nature, and only hear, as it were, the

diftant murmur of the pafTions, all is peace and fi-

lence in their fouls, except in that part which pof-

feffes the prerogative of command, a divine por-

tion, whether we call it intelligence or by any other

name ^, perpetually employed in meditating on the

*• Aviftot. de Mor. lib. g, cr^.p. 4, p, lao.
« Id. Magn. Mor. lib. 2, cap. 15$ p. 192.
* Id. ibiii. cap. 10, p. 187.

• Id. de Mor. lib. I, cap. 6, p. 9 ; lib. lO, cap. 6 ct 7. Id^

Magn. I^oval. lib i, cap. 4, p. 150.

5 X<i« "ie Mcr. lib. 10, cap. 7, p. 138.
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divine nature, and on the effence of beings s. They

who liften only to the voice of this intelligence,

are more cfpecially favoured by the Deity, for if

it be true, as all nature leads us to believe, that he

beftows fome attention on human affairs, with what

a favourable eye mufl: he regard thofe, who, afcer

his example, place all their happinefs in the con-

templation of eternal truths^ ?

In the converfations held in prefence of Lyfis,

Ifocrates pleafed his ear, Ariftotle enlightened his

mind; and Plato inflamed his foul. The latter

fometimes explained to him the doflrine of Socra-

tes, or laid before him the plan of his own ideal

republic ; at others he made him fenfible that no

real elevation, no perfed: independence, can exift

but in a virtuous mind. More frequently ftiil, he

demonftrated to him at length, that happinefs con-

fifts in the knowledge of the fovereign good, which

is no other than God'. Thus, while other philo-

fophers held out no recompence for virtue buc

the public efteem and the tranfient happinefs of

this life, Plato prefented him with a nobler fup-

port.

Virtue, faid he, proceeds from God ^
; you can

s Ariilot. Eudem. lib. 7, cap. 15, p. 291. Id. Magn. Mor.
lib. I. cap. 35, p. 170.

^ Ari;t6t. de Mr>r. lib. 10, cap. 8, p. 139 ; cap. g, p. 140.
' Plat, de Rep. lib. 6, p. 505, &c. Bruck. Hiltor. Critic,

Pliilof. t. i. p. 721.
* Plat, ill Men. t. ii. p. 99 & loOt
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acquire it only by knowing yoUrfcIf, by obtainiil'^

wifdom, and preferring yourfelf to what only

appertains to you. Follow me in my reasoning,

Lyfis. Your perfon, your beauty, your riches,

are yours, but do not conftitute you. Mad con-

fifts wholly in his fouP. To learn what he isy

and what he ought to do, he muft confider him-

felf in his intelledlual powers, in that part of the

foul in which fparkles a ray of the divine wif-

dom ™, a pure light, which will infenfibly conduct

his view to the fource from whence it emanates.

When he has fixed his eyes on this, and IhaD

have contemplated that eternal ftandard of all

perfections, he will feel that it is his moft im-

portant intereft to imitate them in his own con*

du<5t, and to alfimilate himfelf to the Divinity, at

leafl fo far as it is poffible for fo faint a copy to ap-

proach fo fublime a model. God is the meafure

of every thing"; there is nothing good or efti-

mable in the world, but what has fome conformity

with him. He is fovereignly wife, holy, and juft 5

and the only means of refembling and pleafing him,

is by filling our minds with wifdom, juftice, and

holinefs ".

Called to this high deftiny, place yourfelf in the

1 Plat, ia Ajcib. I, t. fi. p. 130 & 131.
> Id. ibid. p. 133.
" Id. dt Leg. lib. 4, t. ii. p. 716.
• Id. in Thcst. t. i. p. 176, Id. de Leg. ibid.

fituatiors
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fituation of thofe, who, as the lages fay, by their

virtues unite the heavens with the earth, the gods

'with men ^. Let your life afford the happieft of

conditions to yourfelf, and the fublimeft Ipcftacle

to others, that of a foul in which all the virtues

are in perfed; harmony ''.

I have often fpoken to you of the confequences

refulting from thefe truths, bound together, if I

may venture the expreflion, by reafons of iron and

of adamant •, but I muft remind you, before I

conclude, that vice, befides that it degrades the

foul, is fooner or later configned to the punifhment

it merits.

God, as it has been faid before our time, pafles

through the whole univerfe, holding in his hand

the beginning, the middle, and the end of all

beings *. Juftice attends his fteps, ready to

punilli offences committed againfb the divine law.

The humble and modeft man finds his happinefs

in obferving this law •, the vain man difi-egards it,

and God abandons him to his pafTions. For a

time he retains his confequence in the eyes of the

vulgar; but vengeance quickly overtakes him:

and fhould fhe fpare him in this world, flie purfues

him with redoubled fury in tlie next'. It is nor,

P Plat, in Gorjj. t. i. p. 5C9.

1. Id. de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii, p. 402.
• Id. in Gorg. p. 509.
* See note at the end of the volume.
' Plat, de Leo. Hb. 4, t. ii. p. 716-

Vol. IIL E



$6 TRAVELS OF
therefore, by obtaining honours, and the applaufeJ

of men, that we fhould endeavour to diftinguilh

ourfclves, but by labouring for the approbation of

that dread tribunal which fhalljudge us after deaths

Lyfis was now feventeen ; his foul was full of

pafllon, and his imagination lively and brilliant

:

he exprciTed himfelf with equal facility and grace.

His friends never ceafcd to extol thefe advan-

tages, and were continually reminding him of the

conftraint under which he hitherto had lived, both

by their raillery and their example, Philotimus

faid to him one day : Children and young people

were much more ftrictly educated formerly than at

prefent. They wore nothing but flight clothing

to p-uard them againft the inclemency of the wea-

ther, and fatisfied the cravings of hunger with

the moft ordinary aliments. When in tlie ilreets

v;ith their mailers and relations, they appeared with

down-cafe eyes, and a modeil carriage. They

dared not utter a word in prefence of aged pcr-

fons •, and were kept in fuch rigorous fubjedtion to

decency, that, when feated, they would have

blufhed to advance one knee before the other".

And what was the refult of thefe clownifh man-

ners ? demanded Lyfis. Thefe unpoliflied men,

anfwered PhiV.ji.mus, defeated the Perfi .ns and

fave.i Greece.—We fhould defeat them fllll.—

I

t Plat., ir Gurg. t. i. p 926
* An'lloph. in Nub. v. y6o, &c.
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doubt that much, when at the feftivals of Mi-

nerva I fee our youth fcarcely able to bear the

weight of a buckler, and performing our warlike

dances with fo much elegance and effeminacy *.

Philotimus next afked him what he thought

of a young man, who both in his language and

drefs deviated front all the rules of refped: due to

fociety. All his companions applaud him, faid

Lyfis. And all men of ftrnfe condemn him, replied

Phiiotimui. But by thcfe fenfible perfons, faid

L\ fis, do you mean thofe old men who are ac-

quainted with nothing but their ancient cuiloms,

and who, deftitute of all indulgence for our foibles,

expedl us to be born eighty years old y. They

have one way of thinking, and their grand-

children another. Who is to decide ? Yourfelf,

anfwercd Philotimus. Without recurring to our

principles relative to the refpe6t and affeflion

we owe to the authors of our being, I fhall lup-

pofe that you are obliged to travel in remote

countries: will you choofe a road, without know-

ing whether it be paffable, whether it lies through

immenfe deferts and barbarous nations, and

whether it be not in certain places infeited by

robbers ?— It would be certainly imprudent to cx-

pok oncfelt to fuch dangers. I would take a

* Ariftopli. In Nub. v. 1^60, &c.
3 Menand. ap. Tcrent. in Hcauton. a6l. 2, fcen. I,

E 2
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guide.—Lyfis, obferve that old men have reached

the goal of the career you are about to run, a

career at once h.ighly difficult and dangerous *.

I underftand you, faid Lyfis, I am afhamed of my
error.

In the mean time the fuccefs of the public ora-

tors excited his ambition. Having accidentally

heard fome fophifl: making long harangues on

politics at the Lyceum, he thought himfelf quali-

fied to inftru6t the Athenians. He warmly con-

demned the fubfilting adminiilration •, and, like

moft of the youth of his own age, impatiently

waited for the moment when he fhould be allowed

to mount the roftrum. His father difpelled this

iilufion in the fame manner that Socrates con-

vinced a younger brother of Plato of his incapa-

city to govern the ftate.

My fon, faid he to him % I underfland that you

are inflamed with defire to attain the principal

direcftion of the government. I was indeed think-

ing of it, anfwered Lyfis, with emotion. It is a

noble projed. If it fucceeds, you will have it in

your power to be ufeful to your relations, to your

friends, and to your country : your fame will be

fpread not only among the Athenians, but through-

out Greece, and poflibly, like that of Themiilocles,

among the barbarous nations.

2 Plat, de Rep. lib. i, t. ii. p. 328.

f Xenopli. Mcmor. lib. I. p. 772,
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At thefe words the young man felt his heart

palpitate with joy. I'o obtain this glory, relumed

Apollodorus, is it not neceflary to render impor-

tant fervices to the republic ?—Doubtlefs.—What

is the firft benefit, then, that Athens will receive

from you ? Lyfis was filent, in order to prepare

his anfwer. After a moment's paufe, Apollodo-

rus continued : If the matter in queftion were to

raife the family of your friend, you would ftrft

think of enriching it; in like manner you will

flrive to augment the revenues of the (late.—Such

is my idea.—Tell me, then, what is their prefent

amount, whence they proceed, which the particu-

lar branches are that you deem capable of aug-

mentation, and which thofe that have been r.)tally

negleded ? You have refleded, no doubt, on all

this.—No, father, I have never even thought of

it.—You know, at leaft, the application that is

madeof the public trearurcj and it is certainly your

intention to retrench all fuperfluous expences.

—

I muft own that I have paid no more attention to

this article thin to the former.—Weil, then, fince

we know nothing either of the receipt or the expen-

diture, let us lay a fide, for the prefent, our projeft

of procuring new refources for the republic. -

•3ut it is pofllble, father, to obtain them ac ihe ex-

pence of the enemy.— I admit it i but that de-

pends on the advantages you {liall ^ain over him
j

and to obtain them, miUft you not, before you dcr

E 3
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termine en war, compare the forces you propofe

to employ with thofe he will oppofe to them ?

—

You are right.—Tell me, then, what is the ftate of

our army and navy, as well as that of the troops and

fhips of the enemy.—It is impoflible for me to ^ive

you art account of this immediately.—You have

it perhaps in writing •, I fhould be glad to fee it.—

No, I have it not.

I can fuppofe, refumed Apollodorus, that you

have not yet had time to apply yourfelf to fuch

calculations : but the fortrefTes that defend our

frontiers have undoubtedly fixed your attention.

You know how many foldiers we maintain in all

thefe different pofts •, you knov/ likewife that certain

places are not fufficiently fecure, that others ftand

in no need of being fortified, and you will declare

in the general affembly that fuch a garrifon fhould

be reinforced, and another removed.—For my part

1 Ihali fay that they ought all to be removed ; for

they difcharge their duty very indifierently.—And
how are you fo fure that our defiles are ill-guard-

ed ? Have you been upon the fpot ^—No, but fb

I conjecture.--We mult re-confidcr this matter then,

when, inftead of conjectures, wclliall have acquired

certain knowledge.

I know that you have never feen the filver

mines belonging to the republic, and it is not to

be expe6ted that you fhould tell me why they

produce lefs now than formerly.— No, I never
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defcended into them.—The place in fa6l is un-

wholelbme, and this excnfe will juftity you,

Ihould the Athenians ever take this lubjecSt into

conlideration. What I fhall afl^ you now, at leaft,

cannot have efcapcd you. How many meafures

of corn docs Attica produce ? How many are ne-

ceflary for the fubnftence of its inhabitants ? You

will readily grant that this is necellary to be

known by thole who hold the reins of go-

vernmentj in order to prevent a famine.—But

there would be no end, were we to enter into

thefe particulars.—What ! muft not the mailer of

a houle keep a watchful eye over the wants of his

family, and fcek refources to fupply them ? But if

you are terrified, with all thele minutiae, iniliead of

taking upon you the fuperintendence of ten thou-

fand families which inhabit this city, you fhould

firfl try your ftrength, and eftablifli order in the

houfe of your uncle, whole affairs are in a very

difordered ftate.—I fhould foon be able to arrange

them, would he but follow my advice—And do

you readily imagne that all the Athenians, your

uncle among the number, will more eafily be per-

[
fuaded ? Tremble, my fon, leil a vain love of

glory Ihould only lead you to difgrace. Do you not

feel how imprudent and dangerous it would be to

undertake the management of fuch weighty inte-

refts without undcrftanding them ? Numberlefs ex-

amples will teach you, that in the moft import-ant

E4
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offices admiration and efteem are indeed the re-;

ward of knowledge and of wifdom ; but cenfure

and contempt the confequence of ignorance and

prefuT ption.

Lyfis was aftonifhed at the cxtenfive information

neceflary to a flarefman^, but he was not difcou-

raged. Ariftotle had taught him the nature of the

various forms of government invented by legifla-

tors*^ j ApoUodorus inllrufted him in the nature

of the government, the ftrength, and commerce,

as well of his own country as of other nations.

It was determined that, after his education was

completed, he fiiould travel into all thofe countries

which had any material connections with the Athe-

nians ^.

At this time I arrived from Perfia, and found

him in his eighteenth year^ It is at this age that

the Athenian children enter into the clafs of the

Ephebi, and are enrolled in the militia : but for

the two following years ihey are not to ferve out

of Attica ^ The country, which henceforth con-

fiders them as her defenders, requires them to en-

gage, by a f^iemn oath, to pay implicit obedience

to her commands. In the little temple of Agraulos

fc An'f^ot. ck Rhetor, lib. i, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 521.
= Ariftot. de Rep. 1. 1'. p. 296.
«l Id f'c Rhetor, lib. 1, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 522.
= Covfin. Fad. Ate. Diirtrt. II. t. ii. p. 139.
f iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 422. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § if=>^,

XJlpian. ad 01} nth. 3, p. 42.
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was it that he folemnly promiled, among other

things, in prefence of the altars, never to dilhonour

the arms of the republic, or to quit his poll ; to

facrific? his life for his country, and to leave it

more flourifli"ng than he had found its.

During that whole year he never went out of

Athens ; he watched over the fafety of the city,

afliduoufly mounced guard, and inured himlcif to

military dilcipline. At tlie beginning of the

following year'', on his repairing to the theatre

where tiie general afiembly was held, the people

bellowed commendations on his conclud, and re-

turned him his lance and fhicld. Lyfis imme-

diately departed, and was fucceflively employed in

the fortrcfTes fituated on the fiontiers of Attica.

Returning at the age of twenty, he had another

efiential formality to urdergo. I have already

faid, that he was enrolled in his infancy, and in

prefence of his family, in the regilfer of the cu-

ria of which his father was a member. This aft

teftified the legitimacy of his birth. Another

was now requifite to put him in pofTcfllon of all

the rights of a citizen.

The inhabitants of Attica, as is well known, are

(diftributcd into a certain number of divifions or

g Lycurg. adverf. Leocr. part. ii. p. i 97. UIp. in Demofth,

<de Fall. Leg. p. 391. Plut. in Alcib. p. 19S.
"
Philoltr. Vitt

Apoll. lib. 4, cap. 21, p. :wO.

*» Arillot. ap, Harpocr. in ^£Ji1ro^,
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diftrifls, which form ten tribes. At the head of

each diftri(5l is a demarch, a magiftrate whole office

it is to convene its members, and to keep the re-

gifler which contains their names'. The family

of Apollodorus belonged to the diftrid: of Cephif-

iia, which appertains to the tribe Erechtheis^.

In this town wc found the greater part of thofa

who have the right of voting in its affemblies.

Apollodorus prefentcd his fon to them, together

with the aft by which he had already been admit-

ted into his curia '. After the fuffrages were taken,

the name of Lyfis was entered in the regifter"^.

But as this is here the only record which can afcef-

tain the age of a citizen, to the name of Lyfis, fon

of Apollodorus, was added that of the firft archon,

not only of the current year, but of the preceding

one ". From this moment Lyfis poflefied the pri-

vilege of attending at the public affemblies, of af-

piring to the offices of magiftracy, and of difpofmg

of his fortune as he pleafed, fhould he happen to

lofe his father °.

On our return to Athens, we repaired a fecond

tim.e to the little temple of Agraulos, where Lyfis,

» Harpocr. in Ati^-k^X'

^ libeus, ap. Harpocr. in K-.tpvja:

* Demoith. in Leoch. p. 1048.
«" Diinoftii. ibid. p. 1C47. Harpoci*. etSuId. in EwiJj.

» Arillot. ap Harpocr. in i;Tja1,

• Said, in At^iaf^.
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clad in armour, repeated the oath he had taken

there two years before •.

I fhall only fay a word or two on the education

of the g-irls. Accordino; to their different Ctua-

tions in life, they are taught to read, write, few,

fpin, prepare the wool for clothing, and to fuper-

intcnd domeflic concerns'". Such as are of the

firft families of the republic are brought up with

rnore refinement. As they appear from the age

of ten, and fometimes from that of feven% at the

religious ceremonies, fome carrying the lacred

bafl^ets on their heads, others finging hymns or

performing dances, different mafters previoufly in-

ftruft them to modulate their voices, and regulate

their fteps. In general, mothers exhort their

daughters to condudl themfclves with prudence^;

but they pay much more attention to inculcate the

necedity of holding themfelves upright, of fink-

ing their fhouiders, of comprefTing their buibms

with a wide ribband, of being extremely abfle-

mious, and of preventing, by every pofTible means,

a plumpnefs which might prove injurious to ele-

gance of faape and graceful motion ^

P Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 106. Stob. Serm. 41, p. 243. Pet.

Leg. An. p. 155;.

1 Xtnoph. Memorab. lib. 5, p. 836 et 840.
" Arilloph. in Lyfift. v, 642.
» Xenoph. ib. p. 83-.
» Menandi ap. Terent. Eunuch, aft. 2, fccn. 3, v. 2J.
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CHAP. XXVII.

Con-jcrfations en the Grecian Mtifc.

1YVFNT one day to fee Philotimus, in a fmall

houfe he had without the walls of Athens, on

the litt'e hill of the Cynofarges, at the dillance of

three ftadia from the gate of Mclita. Its fitiiation

was delightful. On every fide the eye repofed on

rich and various landfcapes. Befides a view of

the difftrent parts of the city and its environs, the

profpecb extended beyond them as far as the moun-

tains of Salamis, Corinth, and even of Arca-

dia'.

We went into a little garden cultivated by Phi-

lotimus himfelf, and which furnifhed him with

plenty of fruit and vegetables : its fole ornament

eonfillsd in a grove of plane- teees, in the midft of

which ftood an altar dedicated to the mufes. It

is always with pain, faid Philotimus with a figh,

tliat I tear myfeif from this retirement. I will

fuperintend the education of the fon of Apollo-

dorus, fince I have promifed it ; but it is the laft

time I will facrifice my liberty. Seeing me ex-

prefs aftonifhment at this language, he added

:

The Athenians no longer ftand in need of inflruc-

» kJtuart, Antiquities of Athens, p, ^.

4
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tion. They a"e fo accomplifhed ! Alas, what can be

faid to people who daily lay it down as a principle

that one pleafurable fenfation is preferable to all

the truths of morality ?

The houfe feemed to me furniihed with no lefs

tafte than modefty. In a cabinet we found lyres,

flutes, and inftruments of various kinds, fome of*

which have ceafcd to be in ufc *. Several fliclves

were filled with books relative to mufic. 1 defired

Philotimus to point out thofe proper to teach me
the principles of that fcience. There are none to

be found, replied he; we have only an inconfidera-

ble number of fuperficial works on the enharmonic

genus ", and a greater quantity on the preference to

be given, in education, to certain kinds of mufic \
No author has hitherto undertaken methodically

to inveftigate and explain the whole of the fcience,

I then expreffed fo earneft a defire that he would

endeavour to give me, at leaft, fome idea of the

fubjed, that he complied with my wifhes.

FIRST CONVERSATION.

On the Technical Part ofMujjc.

You may judge, faid Philotimus, of our tafte

for mufic, by the great variety of fenfes in which

^ Arirtot. dc Rep. lib. 8, cap. 6.

y Ariftot. Harm. Elem. lib. i, p. 2 & 4; lib. 2, p. 36,
* Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap. 7.



62 TRAVELS OF
we employ the word. We apply the term indifr

fcrently to melody, meafure, poetry, dancing, gef-

ticulation, the union of all the fciencts, and the

knowledge of aimoft every art. Nor is this all

:

the ipir.t of fyllem and combination, which for

near two centuries has introduced itielf among us,

and impelled us to fearch every where for affini-

ties, has fuggefted, that even the motions of the

heavenly bodies-', and the operations of the mJnd^

are fubjefled to the laws of harmony.

Bul, not to dwell on vvhat :s (o foreign to the fub-

jecl, our bafinefs at preient is with m.ufic properly

fo called, the elements of which I {liail endeavour

to explain to you, if you will promife to fupport

without impatience the tirelbme details into which

I muft enier. I promifed, and he continued his

difcourfe as follows.

In mufic we diftinguifh founds, intervals, con-

cords, genera, modes, rhythmus, mutations, and

melopceia ^

The foonds we utrer in fpeaking and fing'ng,

though formed by the fame orga,ns, proiuce dif-

ferent effects. Does t'iis difference ariie, as fome

pretend '', from the circumllance of the voice pro-

=• Plin lib. 2, c?.p. 22, Ccnfon'n. cap. 13, &:c.

^ Pint de. Muf. t. ii. p. 1147.
c Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. 11. p. 798. EiicllJ. IntroJ. Harm.

p. I. Ariftid. Qiiintil. de Muf. lib. I, p. 9.
^ Arillox. lib. 1, p. 8. Euclid. Introd. Harm. p. 2.
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ceedlng in finging by more diftindt intervals,

refting longer on a fyllable, and being more fre-

quently fufpended by marked paufes ?

Each Ipace or traofition of the voice might be

divided into an infinity of parts -, but the organ of

hearing, though fufceptible of a great variety of

fenfations, is lefs delicate than that of fpeech, and

is only capable of dilcerning a certain number of

intervals ". How are thefe to be determined ?

The Pythagoreans have recourfe to calculations

;

muficians to the judgment of the ear ^

Philotimus now took a monochord or ruler %
on which was ftretched a line failened at both

ends to two immovable bridges. We fiid a third

bridge under the ftring, and itopping it at dif-

ferent divifions traced out on the rule, I readily-

perceived that the refpective portions produced

founds fliarper thiin the whole firing •, that the

half gave the diapafon or octave, three fourths

founded a fourth, and two thirds a fifih. You

fee, added Philotimus, that the found of the whole

ftring is to the found of its parts as the length of

the whole is to that of thefe fame parts, and that

accordingly the odlave is in the proportion of 2 to

I, or of I to I j the fourth in that of 4 to 3, and

the fifth in that of 3 to 2,

« Ariftox. lib. 2, p. 53.
* Arirtox. lib. 2, p. 32. Meibom. ibid. Plut. de Muf. V>. n^
S ArilUd. Quintil. Boeth. dc Muf. lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 1443.
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The mofl: fimplc divifions of the monochord have

given us the intervals mod agreeable to the ear.

h we fuppofe the whole ftring to found £ *, I fhall

cxpreis them thus : £, Jy^ fourth ; £, B, a fi.th;

Ey £, an odave.

To have the double o6lavc, it is only neceHary

to divide the numci icnl expreflion of the oflave,

wh ch is ', by .?, and v/e fliall have 4. He

fnewed me likewife that the fourth of the whole

firing founded the double oclave.

After teaching me the manner of producing

the fourth from the fourth, and the fifth from the

fifth, I aficed him how he determined the propor-

tion of the tone. That is dene, faid hej by taking the

difference betv/een the fifth and the fourth, between

B andyf"- : now the fourth, that is to fay, the frac-

tion J,
is to the fifth or fra6tion } as 9 is to 8.

In fine, added Philoiimus, it is proved, by a

feries of oper^iiions, that the femi-tone, orintervat^-

for inltance, from E to F, is in the proportion of

2.^6 to 243 '.

Below the femi-tone we make ufe of thirds and

fourtPiS of a tone ^ but without being able to fix

* To make myfelf undcrilcod, I am obliged to employ the

Ictterv made ufe of in our gamut. Inflcad of £, the Greeks

would have faid either ti.e hypate, or the mefc^ or the hypate of
the iiufcs.

'' Ariilox. Elcm. Karm.lib. I, p. 2r.

» I'heon. Smyrn, p. J02.

^ Ariilox. lib. 2, p. 46.

their
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i\\Qir- relations, or venturing to flatter onrfelves that

we can attain a rigorous precifion. I grant even

that it is difficult for the molt pradifed ear to difcri-

minate them^

I aflvcd Philctimus whether, difregarding thefe

almoft imperctptible founds, he could fuccedively

produce from a monochord all thofe of a deter-

minate quantity, and which form the fcale of the

mufical fyllem. To effect that, faid he, would re-

quire a firing of an immoderate length •, but we ma)''

fupply that deficiency by calculation. Let us fup-

pofe one divided into 8192 equal parts '", and which

founds 5 *.

The ratio of the femitone, as for exanfple, that

of 5 to C being fuppofed as 256 to 243, we fliall

find that 256 is to 8192, as 24.3 is to yyy6, which

laft number confequently Ihould give us the C.

The ratio of the tone being, as we have faid, 33

^ to 8, it is evident that, by fubtrafling the 9th of

yyySy there will remain 6912 for D.

By continuing the fame operation on the re-

maining numbers, either with refpedl to the tones

or femitones, we Hiall eafily carry our fcale far

beyond the reach both of the voice and inflru-

mehtSi and as high as the fifth o6lave of B, whence

^ Ariftox. lib. r, p. 19.
•" Fiiclid. p. 37. Ailftld. Quintil. lib. 3, p. lit.

* Sec note at the er.d of the volume.

Vol. III. F



66 TRAVELS OF
we fet out. It will be given us by 256, and- the

following C by 243 ; and we fhall thus have the pro-

portion of the femitone, which I had only hypothc-

tically affbmed.

Philotimus worked all thefe calculations as he

went on; and when he had finifhed them: Hence

it follows, faid he, that in this long fcale, the tones

and femitones are all perfedlly equal ; you will find

likewife that the intervals of the fame nature arc

perfectly jufti that the tone and a half, or minor

third, for inftance, is always in the proportion of

32 to 27; the ditone, or major third, in that of 81

to 64".

But, faid I to him, how is this to be afcertained

in pradice ? Befide long habit, anfwered he, we

fometimes employ, by way of greater accuracy, the

combination of fourths and fifths, obtained by means

of one or more monochords". The difference be-

tween the fourth and the fifth having furnifhed me.

the tone, if I wifh to procure the major third below

any given tone, as A, I afcend to the fourth D, then

defcend to the fifth G, rife again to the fourth

C, and again finking to the fifth, I have F, the

major third below A.

Intervals are confonant or dil^onant^ In the

firft clals we rank the fourth, the fifth, the o6lave.

» Rouflier, Muf. des Anc. p. 197 ft 249.
• Ariftox. lib. 2, p. 55.
* ArL'lox.Hb. 2, p. /1 4. Euclid. Introd. Harjn. p, 8,
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the eleventh, the twelfth, and the double odave;

but the latter are only repetitions of the former.-^

The other intervals, known by the name of difTo-

nant, have been gradually introduced into me-

lody.

The odlave is the moft plcafing, becaufe it is the

moft natural confonance''. This is the concord

produced by the voice of children when mingled

with that of men*". It is produced likewife by the

twanging of a firing, the found in dying away giving

its own o6bave\

Philotimus williing to prove that the chords of

the fourths and fifths^ were not lefs conformable to

hature, fhev/ed me on his monochord, that in a con-

tinued declamation, as well as in familiar converfa-

tion, the voice more frequently exprefies thefe inter-

vals than others.

I only^ glide over them, faid I, in pafTing from

one tone to another; but, in finging, are the founds

that produce a concord never heard at the fame

time ?

Singing, anfwered he, is but a fucceffion of

founds. Voices always fing either in unifon or in

bflaves, which are diftinguifhable from unifons

only, becaufe they are more pleafmg to the ear".—

<» Aiiftot. Problem, t. ii. p. 766.
» Id. Probl. 39, p. 768.
» Id. Ptobl. 24 et 7,2.

» Nicom. p. 16. Dionyf. Halicarn. de Compof. fefti XI5

* Ariilot; Probl. 39, p. 763.

F?.
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As for the other intervals, the ear only judges or

their proportion, by a comparilbn of the found

which has juft ceafcd to ftrike it with that which

occupies it at the moment "". It is only in concerts,

where the voice is accompanied by inftruments,

that we are able to diftinguilli different and fmiulta-

rieous founds •, for, to correal the fimplicity of fong,

the lyre and flute fometimes throw in touches and

variations by which diftindl parts refult from the

main fubjecl ; but they foon return from thefe de-

vianons, not to offend the aflonifhed ear too long

with fuch licentioufnefs >'.

You have determined, fuid I, the proportions of

intervals : I guefs the ule to v/hich they are applied

in melody-, but I fhould wifii to know what order

}*ou affign them on inftruments. Caft your eyes,

faid he, on that tetrachord
; you v/ill there fee in

what manner intervals are diftributed in our fcale,

and learn the fyftem of our mufic. The four ftrings

of this cithara arc To difpofed, that the two extremes,

v;hich are always fixed, produce in afcending the

fourth, £, J'"'. The iwo middle ftrings, called

moveable ones, from admitting of different degrees

of tenfion, ccnfticute three genera of harmony, the

diatonic, the cliromatic, and the ciiharmonic.

='- Ariilox. lib. I, p. 3c.

V Plat, de Leg. lib. -j, p. 912. Ariiict. Probi. 39, p. 763
Mem. de PAcad, dejol^dl. Lcttr. t. iii. p. 119. •

' Ati-iox.li'o i,p.i:. tLscli.1. p. G.
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In the diatonic genus the four firings proceed by

•a femitone and two tones, E h\G A\ in the chro-

matic, by two femitones and a minor third, E, 7%

/^ fharp, A; in the enharmonic, by two quarter

tones and a major third, £, E quarter tone, /', A.

As the moveable ftrings are Tufceptible of more

or lefs tenfion, and may conlequently produce

greater or lefs intervals, from hence refults another

fpecies of diatonic, which admits the three quarter

and five quarter tones, and two other fpecies of

chromatic, in one of which the tone, by dint of

divifions, refolves itfclf, if I may fo fpeak, mto

particles ^ As for the enharmonic, I liave feen

it fometimes pra^ftifcd in my youth according to

proportions, which varied in Cuch fpecies of har-

mony'': but it now kems to me determinate;

accordingly we will adhere to the method I have

pointed out to you, and which, notwirhftanding

the criticifms of fome muficians, is that moft ge-

jierally adopted •=.

To extend our fyfl-jm of mufic, ic was deemed

fufficient to multiply the tetrachcrds ; but thefe

additions were made gradually. The art encoun-

tered obftaclcs in laws that prcfcribed bounds to

IT, and in ignorance that impeded its advance-

» Ariftox. Hbv I, p. 24.
b Arillid. Quintil. lib. i, p. 21.

« Ariltox, ibid', p. 22 et 2j.

F3
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ment. Every where new experiments were tried,—*

In fome countries firings were added to the lyrej

in others they were taken away''. At length the

heptachoid appeared, and for fome time engaged

general attention. It is this feven-llringed lyre.

The four firft firings give us the ancient tetrachord,

£, is G, yf i over this is a fecond, yf, B flat, C, D,

"which proceeds by the fame intervals, and the loweft

firing ofwhich is the fame with the highefl of the for-

mer. Thefe two tetrachords are called conjun5is^ froni

being united by the mean term A^ which is equally

removed from its two extremities by the interval of

a fourth, 4i £> i^^ defcending, and A, D in afcendr

At length, Terpander the mufician, who live4

about three hundred years ago, took away the fifth

llring, the B flat, and fubftituting a new one a tone

Jiigher, obtained ihis feries of founds, E, F, G, A^

C, X), E, the extremes of which found the odlave^.

This fecond heptachord not giving two complete

^ctrachords, Pythagoras according to fome% or

Lycaon of Samos according to others^, correded

its imperfection, by inferring an eighth ftripg a tone

^ibove^.

* Plut. de Muf. t. ii. p. 1144.
« Eraftocl. ap. Ariftux. lib. i, p. 5.
' Ariilot. Probl. 7 et 32, t. iv. p. 763.
% Nicom. Harmon. M n. lib. i, p. 9,
^ Bpeth. de Muf, lib. ^^ cap. 20,

''
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Phllotlmus now took up an eight-flrringed cithara.

There, faid he, is the odachord refulting from the

additional eighth firing. It is compoled of two

tetrachords, but disjun^s, that is to fay, the one

feparated from the other, E, F, G, J^ 5, C, D,

E. In the firft heptachord, £, F, G, A^ B fiat, C,

D, all the homologous firings founded the fourth,

EA,FB?iAi^GC,AD. In the OiSbachord they

give the fifth, E B, F C, G B, A £'.

The o6lave was now called barmcny, becaufe it

comprifed the fourth and fifth, that is to fay, all

the concords'"; and as thefe intervals n.^re fre-

quently occur in the oftachord than in other in-

flruments, the eight-ftringed lyre was, and flill is^

cfleemed the rnoft perfeft fyftem for the diatonic

genus; and hence it is that Pythagoras', his difci-

ples, and the other philofophers of our day ", con-

fine the theory of mufic within the limits of an

odlave, or two tetrachords.

After various attempts to increafe the number

of firings "^j a third tetrachord was added below

the firfl% and the endecachord was produced.

* Nicom. Man. lib. I, p. 14.

^ Id. ibid, p^ 17.

1 Pint, de Muf. t. ii. p. I r4).

» Philol. ap. Nicom. p. 17. Ariftot. Probl. I9, t. ii. p. 765,

Id. ap. Pint, de Muf. p. 1 139.
n hut. ill Agid. t. i. p. 799. Suid. in TiwoS. 5:c.

• Nicom. lib. I, p. 21.

F4
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compofed of eleven firings p, which gave this feries

of founds, B, C, D, £, F, G, A B, C, D, £.—
Other muficians begin to apply four, nay even as

many as five tetrachords to their lyres *.

Philotimus next Ihewed me fome citharas better

calculated to execute certain airs than to form the

model of a fyftem. Such was the magadis fome-

limes made ufe of by Anacreon '
: it was compofed of

twenty firings, which were reducible to ten, becaufe

each of them was accompanied by its odtave.

Such again was the epigonium, invented by Epi-

gonus of Ambracia, the firft who flruck the firings

xvith his fingers inflead of making ule of a bow ^

As far as I can recolleft, his forty firings, which

for the fame reafon were in fadl but twenty, pre-

fentecl only a triple heptachord, capable of being

applied to the three genera, or to three different

modes.

Have you afcertained, faid I, the number of

tones and femitones, grave or acute, within the

compafs of the voice and inilruments ? The voice

in genera', faid he, can only embrace two oftaves

and a fifth. Inflruments have a more extenfive

compafs*. We have flutes that reach beyond the

P Pint, d(- Muf. p. 1 1 36. Paufan. lib. 3, p. 237. JMem. de
I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t xi'ii. p. 241.

* See note at the end of the volume.

1 Anacr. ap. Athen. lib. 14, p. 634.
r roll. lib. 4, cap. 9, § 59. Athcn. lib. 4, p. 183.
» AriHox.lib. l,p. 20. Euclid, p. 13.
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third ofbave. Generally fpcaking, the changes

daily introduced in our mufical lyftem will not

allow us to lix the number of Ibunds employed in

it. The iwo middle firings of each tetrachord be-

ing capable of different degree of tenfion, pro-

duce, as fome pretend, according to the dtfference

of the three genera and their fpecies, the three

fourths, the third, the fourth, and other minuter

fubdivifions of the tone. Thus in each tetrachord

the fecond ftring gives four fpecies of C or F, and

the third fix fpecies ofD or G '. They would pro-

duce, as I may fay, an infinity of founds, .were we

to attend to the licence muficians allow themlelves,

who, to vary their harmony, brace or relax the

moveable firings of the inftrument at pleafure, and

/exprefs (hades of founds, the exaft value of which

it is impofTible for the ear to afcertain ".

The div. rfity of modes alfo produces new
founds. Raifc or let down the firings of a lyre a

tone or fcmitone, and you pafs into another

mode. The nations which, in remote ao-es, culti-

yated mufic, difi^sred refpefting the fundamental

tone of the tetrachord, as we fee fome neii^h-

bouring nations ilill begin to reckon the days of
their months from difi^erent points of time ^. The

» Arlftox. lib. 2, p. jr.
" Id. ibid. p. 48 et 49.
' Id. ibid. p. 37.
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Dorians executed the fame air a tone lower than the

Phrygians ; and the latter a tone flill lov/er than the

Lydians*. Hence the denomination of the Dorian,

Phrygian, and Lydian modes. In the firft, the

]owe{l fcring of the tetrachord is E, in the fecond F
Iharp, in the third G iharp. Other modes have

been afterwards added to the former j all of them

have more than once varied with refpeft to fornix.

V/e fee new ones fpring up * in proportion as the

fyftem extends itfelf, or mufic experiences vicifTi-

tudes •, and as, in time of a revolution, it is difficult

for the citizens to retain their refpeccive ranks in

the ftate, the muficians are endeavouring to bring

the Phrygian and Lydian modes, which have always

been feparated by the interval of a whole tone %
nearer to each other by a quarter tone, Endlefs

quefiions are perpetually ftarted refpeding the pofi-

lion, order, and number of the other modes. I

v/ave many particulars, which would be equally

tirefome to us both. The opinion which begins to

be the prevailing one admits thirteen modes'*, at the

diftance of a femitone from each other, ranged in

the following order, and beginning with the hypo-

dorian, which is the graveft.

y Ariftox.lib. l, p. 23.
z Plut. de Muf. p. 1 136.
" Arlltox.lib. 2, p. 37.
* Id. r.p. Euclid, p, 15. ArifUd. Q^intH. lib, I; p. 22,
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Hypodorian, B.

Hypophrygian grave, C.

Hypophrygian acute, C (harp.

Hypolydian grave, D.

Hypolydian acute, D iharp,

X)orian, -E.

Ionian, ^
Phrygian, F Hiarp.

polian, or Lydian, grave, G.

Lydian acute, '
^ G (harp.

Mixolydian grave, -^.

Mixolydian acute, J Iharp.

Hypermixolydian, B.

All thefe modes have a peculiar character,

which they receive not fo much from the prin-

jcipal tone as from the fpecies of poetry and mea-

fure, and the modulations and mufical variations,

annexed to them, which diftinguifh them as ef-

fentially as the difference of the proporcions and

ornaments denote the various orders of architect

^ure.

The voice may pafs from one mode or genus to

another i but as it is impofTible to make thefe

tranfitions on inftruments bored or ftrung only for

certain genera or modes, muficians have recourfe

to two methods. Sometimes they have feveral

citharas or flutes at hand, in order to fubftitute one

immediately for the other"". But more frequently

f Ariftid. Q_ulntil. de MuC. lib. 2, p. 91.
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they flrctch all the firings rcouifite for the various

genera and modes* upon one lyre"^. Not long

fince a mufician fixed on the three faces of a move-

able tripod, three lyres, one ftrung for the Dorian,

another for the Phrygian, and the third for the

Lydian mode. On the flightefl: toiich the tripod

turned upon its axis, and enabled the performer to

avail himfelf of the three modes, with the utmofl

facility, and witho*|^ interruption. This inftrunient,

which was much admired, funk into oblivion after

the death of the inventor

^

The tetrachords are diftinguifhed by names rela-

tive to their pofition in the mufical fcale ; and the

firings by names relative to their pofition in each

tetrachord. The graveft of all, the B, is called the

hypate, or principal one; that which follows in af-

cending, the parhypate, or that next to the principal

one.

I mufl interrupt you, faid I, to aflc whether you

have no fliorter exprefnons for linging an air with-

out words. Four vov/els, anfwered he, the e fliort»

a, e long, and o long, preceded by the conlbnant

/, exprefs the four founds of each tetrachord \ ex-

cept when the firft of thefe monofyllables is re-

* Plato fays, that by banifhing the greater part of the modes,

the lyre will have fewer ilrings. The ftring; then were multi-

plied according to the number of the modes.
.

"^ Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, p. 399.
« Athcn. lib. 14, p. 637.

F Arillid, QuintiL lib. 2, p. 94.
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trenched on meeting with a found common to two

tetrachords. I will explain myfclf. If I wifli to

fol fa the feries of founds given by the two firft

tetrachords, 5, C, D, £, F, G, A^ I fhall fay, /^,

ta^ tee, to, ta, tee, to, and fo en.

I have fometimes, faid I, fccn written mufic

;

but could never make out any thing but letters

horizontally traced on the fame line, correfpond-

ing with the fyllables of the words Handing be-

low, fome whole or mutilated, and others placed

in different directions. Notes, replied he, were

abfolutely neceflary for us, and we have chofen

letters, a great number of which are requifite on

account of the diverfity of modes : to thcfe let-.

ters we have given different pofitions and forms.

—

This manner of notation is fimple but defedlive.—

Attention has not been paid to appropriate a let-

ter to each found of the voice, and each firing of

the lyre. Hence it happens that the faire cha-

racflcr, being common to firings belonging to

different tetrachords, can never fpecify their va-

rious degrees of elevation, and that the notes of

the diatonic genus arc the fame with tliofe of the

chromatic and enharmonic ^. More will, no doubt,

one day be added ; but fo great a number will be

I Ailftox. lib. 2, p. 40.
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then necefTary^ as to be a burthen, It may be, totUt

memory of beginners*.

Philotimus, as he faid this, traced out on his

tablets an air which I knew by rote. After exa-

mining it, I obferved to him that thefe figns might

indeed fuffice to [;uide my voice in expreffing the

founds, but not to regulate the time it might em-

ploy in their expreffion. That, faid he, is deter-

mined by the long and fhort fyilables which com-

pbfe the words, and by the rhythm which con-

Ifitutes one of the moft effential parts of mufic and

poetry.

Rhythm is In general a fucceffive motion, fubje(51:

to certain proportions'. We may perceive it in

the flight of a bird, in the pulfations of the arte-^

nes, in the fteps of a dancer, in the periods of a

difcourfe. In poetry it is the relative duration of

the moments employed in pronouncing the fyila-

bles of a verfe, and in mufic the relative duration of

the founds which enter into the compofition of an

aif.

In the origin of mufic, its rhythm was exactly

formed on the model of that of poetry. You

^ Alyp. Introd. p. 3. Gaudcnt. p. 25* Bacch* p. 3.

Arlflid. Qiiintil. p. 26*

* See note at the end of the volume.
' Mem. del'Acad. (Its Bell. Lettr. t. v. p. 152, Plat.de Legi

lib. 3, t. !i. p. 664, 665.
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know that In our language every fyllable is fhort or

long. One inftant is neceflary to pronounce a

Ihorc fyllable, two to articulate a long one. From

the union of feveral long and fhort fyjlables the

foot is formed; and from the union of feet the

meafure of the verfe. Each foot has a movement,

a rhythm, divided into two times, one for the fink-

ing of the hand or other indrument that by an

equable motion denotes the time, and the other for

its riilng.

Homer, and the poets cf his time, commonly em-

ployed the heroic verfe, confifting of fix feet, eacli

of them containing two long fyllables, or a long one

followed by two Ihort ones. Thus four fyllabic

inftants conditute the duration of a foot, and four

and twenty of thefe inftants form a verfe.

It was then difcovered that the meafure of this

verfe was regulated by too uniform a movement;

that it excluded feveral fonorous and expreflive

words, from the impoflibility of fubjedting them to

its rhythm, and that in order to introduce others

if was neceffary to make them reft upon an adjoining

word. Attempts were confequently made to intro-

duce fome new rhythms into poetry*^. The number

of thefe has been fmce confiderably increafed by Ar-

chilochus, Alcaeus, Sappho, and other poets.—

They are now claflcd under three principal fpecies.

•^ Ariftotf dc Poet. t. if, p. 654,
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In tlie firK, the rifmg of the hand in marking th<^

time of a foot is equal to the finking-, it is the mea-

fure of two equal times. In the fecond, the dura-

tion of the rifmg is double that of the finking, and

is the meafure of two unequal, or of three equal

times. In the third, the rifing is to the finking as

3 to 2 ; that is to fay, fuppoling the notes equal,'

there muft be 3 for one time, and 2 for the other.

—

There is a fourth fpecies, in which the proportion of

time is as 3 to 4, but that is feldom ufed.

Eefides this variety in the fpecies, a ftill greater

difference occurs from the number of fyllables

appropriated to each meafure of a rhythm.. Thus

in the firft fpecies the two equal divifions of the

time of each foot may be each compoled of a fylla-

bic inftant, or of a iliort fyllable; but they may

likewife confift of two, four, fix, and even eight

fyllabic inftants, which fometimes gives for the

whole meafure a combination of long and fhort fyl-

lables, equivalent to fixceen fyllabic inftants. la

the fecond fpecies this combination may be formed

c.f eighteen of thefe inftants-, and in the third, one

of the times may contain from three to fifteen Ihorc .

ones, and the other from one to ten fliort ones, or

their equivalents j fo that the whole meafure, com-

prifing t\yenty-five fyllabic inftants, exceeds by one

of thefe inftants the extent of the epic verfcj and

m.ay contain ns many as eighteen long or Ihort

fvUablcs.

If
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If to the variety whick this more or lefs rapid

tranfition of fyllabic inftants introduces into the

rhythm, you add that which arifes from the inter-

mingling of the different rhythms, as well as that

diftated by the taftc of the mufician, when, ac-

cording to the character of the pafTions which it

is his objedl to exprels, he accelerates or retards

the meafure, yet without altering the proportions,

you will conclude that our ear muft in a concert

be perpetually aftcd on by fudden movements,

which at once excite its attention and aftonifa-

rnent.

The rhythm is marked by lines placed at the

top of a piece of mufic, and the coryphssus fig-

nifies it to the dancers and muficians attentive to

his geftures, from the mod elevated part of the

brcheftra '. I have obferved, faid I, that the

leaders of chorufes beat time fometimes with the

hand, and fometimes with the foot"^. I have

even feen fome of them with fandals armed with

iron-, and muft own that thefe noify percufTions

interrupted my attention and my plcafure. Phi-

lotimus fmiled and continued.

Plato com.pares poetry without mufic to a face

deprived of its beauty by having loft the bloom

of youth ". I ftiould com.pare mufic without

' Aiiilot. Probl. t. ii. p. 770.
"» Mem. de I'Acad. dts Bell. Lettr. t. v. p. i6oi
» Plat, de Rep. lib, lo, t. ii. p. 6cO.

Vol. III. G
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rJiythiii to regular features deftitutc of feeling and

expreflion. By the aid of rhythm is it that mu-

fic excites in us the emotions we experience. In

this part of his art the mufician, as I may fay,

has only the merit of choice, for all rhythms

pofTefs diftindt and inherent properties. Let the

trumpet found with redoubled blads a lively im-

petuous rhythm, you will imagine you hear the

fhouts of the combatants and the vidlors, and be

reminded of our martial fongs and warlike dances.

I^et fevcral voices tranfmit to your ear a fucceffion

of founds in a flow and pleafmg progrefllon, and

you will be foothed into meditation : if their fongs

contain the praifes of the gods, you will feel your-

felf difpofed to the awe and veneration infpired by

their prefence ; and this is the efFe6l produced by

the rhythm of the hymns and dances at our reli-

gious ceremonies.

The chara6ler of the rhythm is fo determinate,

that the tranfpofition of a fyllable fuffices to

change it. Wc often admit into verfification two

feet, the iambic and the trochee, both compofed

of a long and fliort fyllable, with this difi'erence,

that the iambic begins with a fhort, and the

trochee with a long one. The latter is adapted

to the ponderoufnefs of a ruflic dance, the other

to the vivacity of an animated dialogue °. As

• Aridot. de Poet. cap. 4. Id. de Rhetor. lib. 3, cap. 8.
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the iambic feems to redouble, and the trochee to

lofe its ardour at every ftep, fatiric authors attack

their enemies with the former, whilft dramatic

writers often employ the latter in their chorufes of

aged men on the ftage p.

There is not a movement in nature or in our

pafllons but v^'hat meets, in the various fpecies of

rhythms, with other movements which correfpond

with it, and become its image ''. Thefe affinities

are fo immutable, that an air lofes all its beauty

when its time is imperfectly obfcrved, and the mind

is difappointed at not receiving the periodical fuc-

cefTion of the fenfations it expeds at flated inter-

vals. Accordingly the directors of our theatres

and feftivals are indefatigable in exercifmg the per-

formers to whom they confide their fame. I am
perfuaded even that mufic is in a great meafure

indebted for its fuccels to the beauty of execution,

and efpecially to the fcrupulous attention with

which the chorufes " obferve the time that is given

them.

But, added Philotimus, it is time to conclude

this converfation : we will refume it to-morrow,

if you think proper ; I will call upon you before

I wait on Apollodorus.

P Arlftoph. in Acharn. v. 213. Schol. ibid.

'i Ariflot. de Rep. lib. 8, t. ii. p. 455.
f Ariftot. Probl. 22, p. :6;,
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SECOND CONVERSATION.

On the Moral Part of Mufic.

The next morning I rofe at the hour when the

inhabitants of the country bring their provifions

to the market, and the citizens begin to difperfe

themlelves tumukuoufly in the ftreets ^ The flcy

was calm and ferene, a delicious coolnefs pene-

trated my raviihed fcnfcs : the eaft fparkled with

fire, and the whole earth appeared to pant after

the prefence of that luminary by which it feems

to be daily renovated. Enchanted with this fpec-

tacle, I did not perceive the arrival of Philotimus.

I have furprifed you, faid he, in a fort of ecftafy.

I have never ceafed to experience it, anfwered I,

fincc my an ival in Greece : the extreme purity

of the air we breathe, and the lively colours which

adorn every obje6t I behold, feem to expand my
foul and open it to new fenfations. This led us

to a convcrfuion on the influence of climated

Philotimus attributed to tliis caufe the aftonilhing

fenfibility of the Greeks-, a fenfibility, laid he,,

which is an inexhaufiible fourceof pleafure and

of error, and ft;ems to increafe among that people

from day to day. I thought, on the contrary,

replied I, that it was beginning to diminifh.

» Ariflcph. in Eccloi'. v. 278.
- Hippocr. de Aer. p. ^'^^ Szc. Plut-. in Tim. t, iii. p. 24.
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If I am miftaken, tell me then why mufic no longer

efFefts the fame prodigies which were heretofore

attributed to it.

Becaufe, anfwered he, it formerly was of a ruder

nature, and nations were then in their infancy.

Should a voice, accompanied by fome inftrument,

addrefs itfelf even in a very fimple melody, fubjedt

however to certain rules, to nun who could only

certify their pieafurc by tumultuous exclamations,

you would foon Ice them traniported with delight,

and exprefs their admiration by the moft violent

hyperboles. This is what the Greeks experienced

before the Trojan war. Amphion animated by

his fongs the workmen who built the fortrefs of

Thebes (as has been fmcv^ done during the re-

building of the walls of Mcffina) " ; and fame

reported that the walls of Thebes iprang up ac

the found of his lyre. Orpheus drew from his a

fmall number of pleafing founds, and it vv^as faid

that tigers laid afide their ferocity, and crouched

at his feet.

I fhall fay nothing of thofe remote ages, replied

I : but have we not heard that the Lacedaemo-

nians, when divided among ihemlelves, were llid-

denly reconciled by the harmonious modulations

of Terpander '' ; that the Athenians were incited

by the longs of Solon to invade and recover the

ifle of Salamis, in defiance of a decree which

" Paufan. lib. 4, cap. 27.

^ Plut. de Muf. t. ii. p. 1 146. Diod. Sic. Fragm. t. ii. p. 630,
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condemned the orator to death, who fiiould dare

even to propofe the conqueft of that ifland y ; that

the manners of the Arcadians were civilized by

mufic *
i and nnnnberlefs other ftories of the fanne

kind which cannot have eicaped your enquiries ?

I am fufficiently acquainted with them, faid he,

to afllire you that the marvellous difappears when

we confider them properly ^ Terpander and So-

lon owed their fucceffes to poetry rather than to

mufic, and perhaps flill lefs to poetry than to pe-

culiar circumftances. The Lacedcemonians muft

have begun to be weary of their divifions, when

they confented to liften to Terpander. As for the

revocation of the decree obtained by Solon, that

never can aftoniih any man acquainted with Athe-

nian levity.

The inftance of the Arcadians is more flriking.

That people had contraded in a rigorous climate,

and amidft fcvere labours, a ferocity that rendered

them wretched. Their firft legiflators perceived

the imprefTion produced on their minds by mufic,

and deemed them capable of happinefs, fmce they

v/ere pofTelTed of fenfibility. Their children were

taught to celebrate the gods and heroes of the

country. Feftivals, public facrifices, folemn pro-

y Pint, in Solon, t. i. p. 82.

2 Polyb. lib. 4, p. 289. Athen. lib. 14, p. 626.
=» Mem. dc TAcad. dcs Bell. Lett. t. v. p. 133.
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ceflions, and dances of boys and girls, were infti-

tuted ; and thefe inftitutions, which iYiW fubfill, in-

ienfibly connected together this rude people.

They became mild, humane, beneficent. But what

a variety of caufes contributed to this revolution !

Poetry, fong, dance, aiTemblics, feitival?, and

games, all of which, by alluring them by the

attraction of pleafure, were calculated to infpire them

with a tafte for the arts, and the fpirit of focial

life.

Such were nearly the effefts to be expefted.

from mufic while in ilrid union with poetry, and

grave and decent as that art, it was employed only

to preferve integrity of manners. But fmce it has

made fo rapid a progrefs, it has forfeited the noble

privilege of inftrucfting men, and rendering them

better. It is not the firft: time, faid I, that I have

heard thefe complaints, but I have more frequent-

ly {c€n them treated as chimerical. Some figh over

the corruption of mufic, others rejoice in its per-

fection. You have ftill fome partizans of the an-

cient, but a greater number of the modern mufic,

I.egiQators formerly confidcred it as an effential

branch of education ^
•, at prefent, philofophers

hardly look upon it in any other light than as an

innocent amufemenf^. How happens it that an

* Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 104.
^ Ariitot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 451.
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art which has fuch influence on our minds Ibould

be lefs ufeful as it becomes more pleafing ?

.

You will comprehend that, perhaps, anfwered

he, if you compare the ancient mulic with tba;

which has been introduced almoft in our days.

Simple in its origin, afterwards more rich and va-

ried, it fucceffively animated the verfes of Hefiod,

Homer, Archilochus, Terpander, Simonides, and

Pindar. Infeparable as it \yas from poetry, it bor-

rowed all it.^ charms, or rather embellifhed it with

its own, for all its ambition was to lend new graces

to its companion.

There is but one exprefllon which can render

an image or a fentiment in all its force. This ex-

preffion excites emotions in us the more lively, as.

it alone compels our hearts to liften to the voice

of nature. Whence is it that the wretched lb ea-

fily difcover the fecret of moving our compaffion,

and excitino: the tendered feelings in our fouls, but

becaufe their accents and their wailino;s form the

appropriate language of afflid:ion ? In vocal mu-

fic, fri^ple expreffion is the kind of intonation

fuiceJ to every word and verfe''. Now, the an-

cient poets, who were at once muficians, philo-

fophers, an ' leg flators, obliged to diftnbute in

their verfes the fpecies of tune of which thofe verfes

were capable, never loft fight of this principle.

^ Tartin. Tratt. di Muf. p. 141.
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Words, melody, rhythm, the three powerful agents

employed by mulic in imitation % confided to the

fame hand, fo directed their efforts, that all

equally concurred in producing unity of" ex-

predion.

They were early acquainted with the diatonic,

chromatic, and enharmonic genera -, and to each ge-

nus afligned the fpecies of poetry the bell adapted to

it^ They employed our three principal modes, and

applied them, in preference, to the three k;nds of

fubjeds they were almoft conllantly obliged to treat.

"Was a warlike nation to be animated to comibar,

or entertained with the recital of irs exploits, the

Doric harmony lent them its force and majefty s.

Was it neceflary to lay before them great exam-

ples of calamity and Tuffering, in order to inllrucl

them in the fcience of misfortune, elegies and

plaintive longs borrowed the piercing and pathetic

tones of Lydian harmony ^. To inlpire them with

awe and gratitude towards the gods, the Phry-

gian notes * were appropriated to the facred

hymns '.

«= Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii, p. 398. Ariiiot. de Poet. cap. I,

t. ii. p. 652. A-iilld. Quintil. lib. i, p. 6.
f Pint, de Mui. t. ii. p. 1 142. Mem. dc I'Acad.des Bell. Lettr.

t. XV. p. 372.
g Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 399. Plut. ibid. p. 1 136 ct

M37-
•» Pint. ibid. p. 1136.
* See rote at the end of the volume,
J Plat, d? Rep. ibid. Chonic. Par.



^ TRAVELS OF

The greater part of tnefe hyrrns called Nmii,

that is to '[•\-'^\ laws or models ^, were generally di-

vided into feveral parts, but containing only one

a<ftion. As they were meant m.ore efpecially to

mark the immutable charadler of the particular

"deity to whom the homage v/as addrelTed, they

tt'eremadefubjeit to rules, from which they fcarcely

^ver departed ^

The air, rigoroufly fubfervient to the words, was

accompanied and fuftained by the kind of inftru-

ment beft calculated to exprefs them. This in-

strument was founded in unifon with the voice "^

;

and when dancing accompanied the fong, that alfo

faithfully painted to the eye the fentiment or image

tranfmitted by the latter to the ear.

The lyre expreiled but a fmall number of

founds, and fnging affordtrd but very little variety.

The fimplicity of the means employed by mufic

fecured the triumph of poetry •, and poetry, more

philofophical and more inftruftive than hiftory,

inafmuch as it felefts fublimer models ", delineated

o-reat characters, and held out illuftrious lefTons of

courage, prudence, and honour. Philotimus here

interrupted his difcourfe, to let m.e hear fome paf-

^ Poll. lib. 4, cap. 9, \ 66. Mem. de I'Acadcm. des Bell.

Lett)-, t. X. p. 218.
' Plut. de Muf. t, ii. p. 1 133. Plat, de Leg. lib. 3, t. il.

p. 700.
"' Pint. ibid. p. 1 141.
" Ariftot. de Poet. cap. 9. Batt. ibid. p. 248.
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fages of this ancient mufic, and efpecially fome

airs of a poet named Olympus, who lived about

nine centuries ago. They turn only on a fmall

number of chords °, added he, yet are in fome

refpedcs fuperior to thofe of our modern com-

pofers *.

The art continued to make a progrefs ; it ac-

quired additional modes and rhythms, and the lyre

was enriched with new ilrings. But the poets long

rejected thcfe novelties, or at leaft ufed them with

moderation, always attached to their ancient prin-

ciples, and extremely attentive, above all, not to

deviate from that decency and dignity p which cha-

racterized the ancient mufic.

Of thcfe two qualities, fo eflential to the fine

arts when their efFed:s are not limited to the plea-

fures of the lenfes, the firfl is indifpenfable to order,

the fecond to beauty. It is decency or fitnefs

which eftabliflies ajuit proportion between the ftyle

and the fubject, which gives its true colour, tone,

and movement to each objedl, each idea, and each

paflion ^
J
which confequently reje6ls all unreafon-

able beauties as defefts, and is careful to prevent

ornaments fortuitoully fcattered from injuring the

main intereft. As dignity is infeparable from ele-

° Plut. de Muf. t. ii. p. 1 137.
* See note at the end of the volume.
P PUit. de Muf. t. ii. p. 1 140. Athen. lib. 14, p. 631.
s Dionvf. Halic. dc Struft. Orat. fed. 20.
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vation of fentiment and ideas, the poet who bears

the imprefTion of it in his foul does not give way

to fervilc imitations'. His conceptions are lofty,

and his language that of a mediator, wliole office

it is to fpca^k to the god$, and to inftruft men^

Such was the double fun'^tion of which the firlt

poets were fo zealovis to acquit themfelves as they

ought. Their hymns infpired piety, their poems

the thirfc of glory, their elegies patience and firm-

nefs under misfortune. Examples as well as pre-

cepts were eafily imprinted on the memory by fim-

ple airs of a noble and expreilive charadler; and

the youth, early accuilomed to repeat them, im-

bibed with pleafure the love of every duty, and

the true idea of real excellence.

- It feems to me, however, faid I to Philotimus,

that fo auilere a mufic was but ill calculated to ex-

cite the paflions. Do you think then, replied he fmil-

jng, that the pafnons of the Greeks were not of them-

felves fuificiently a6live ? They were naturally high

fpirited and of delicate fenfibiiity •, by giving them

too flrong emotions, there was a riflv of impelling

their vices and virtues to excefs. It was accord-

ingly one of the profound views of their legifla-

tors to make mufic ferve as an inftrument to

moderate their ardour in the purfuit of pleafure.

^ Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. n. p. 395, &c.
5 Pl'Jt. de Miif. t. ii. p. 1140.
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or in the heat of viftory. Why have they admit-

ted, from the remoteil ages, the praftice of fmging

the gods and heroes at banquets, but for the pur-

pofe of preventing the excefs of wine \ the more

fatal in thofe days, as men were • more prone to

violence ? Why do the Lacedaemonian generals

difperfe among their troops a certain number of

flute players, and make them march again ft the

enemy to the found of that inftrument, rather than

to the noify clanj_ our of the trumpet ? Is it not to

flay the impetuous courage of the Spartr.n youth,

and oblige them to keep their ranks " ?

Be not aftoniflied, therefore, that even before

the birth of philofophy, the moft civilized Hates

fhould have watched with fo much care to prevent

the introdu6lion of innovations into their pure and

fimple mufic ""^ and that, in later times, the wifell

men, convinced of the neccflity of calming, rather

than of exciting our pafiions, fhould have acknow-

ledged that mufic, under the guidance of philofo-

phy, is one of the fublimcil gifts of Heaven, and

one of the nubleft inventions of man >'.

At this day it is fubfervient only to our plea-

' Plut. de Muf. p. 1 146. Athen. lib. 14, p. 627.
" Tliucyd. lib. 5, cap. 70. Anl. Gel. lib. i, cap. 1 1. Arif*

tot. ap. eumd. ibid. Plut. de Ira, t. ii. p. 458. Polyb. lib. 4^

p. 289. Athen. lib. 12, p. 517. Id. lib. 14, p. 627.
^ Plut, do Muf. p. 1146.

r Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 104. Plat, de Rep. lib. 3,

t. ii.p. 410. Diotogen. ap. Stob. p. 251.
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fureSi You muft have perceived that towards the-

end of its reign it was verging towards corrup-

tion, from acquiring new embellifhments. Polym-

neftes, by bracing or letting down at pleafure the

llrings of the lyre, had introduced notes before

unknown '. Some muficians employed themfelves

in compofing for the fluce airs unaccompanied

with words * ; foon after contefts were feen at the

Pythian games, in which nothing but the found

of inftruments was heard"': at length the poets,

and above all the authors of that bold and turbu-

lent poetry, known by the name of dithyrambics,

tortured at once language, melody, and rhythm, to

adapt them to their ridiculous enthufiafm '^. The

ancient tafte, neverthelefs, flill predominated. Pin-

dar, Pratinas, Lamprus, and other celebrated Ly-

ric poets, upheld it in its decline''. The former

flourifhed at the time of the expedition of Xerxes,

about one hundred and twenty years ago. He
lived long enough to witnefs the revolution pre-

pared by the innovations of his predecefTors, and

favoured by the fpirit of independence we had ac-

quired by our vicStories over the Perfians. But

'- Pint, de Muf, p. 1 141. Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr.

t. XV. p. 3 18.

^ Pint. ibid. p. 1 134. et 1 14 1.

'' Paufan. lib. 10, p. 813. Mem. dc I'Acad. t. xxxii. p. 444.
•= Plat, de Leg. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 700. Scliol. Arilloph. in Nub.

^- 332-
J Pint. ib'd. p. 1 143.
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ivhat moft accelerated this revolution was the un-

governable pafllon that iuddenly poflcfTed the na-

tion for inftrumental mufic, and dithyrambic poetry.

The former taught us to dilpenfc with words ; the

latter to overlay them with a load of foreign or-

naments.

Mufic, until then fubjcdled to poetry % fliook

off the yoke with the audncioufnefs of a revoked

flave. Muficians no longer attempted to fignalize

themfelves but by fuppoled improvements. The

more they multiplied the relburces of the art, the

more did they deviate from nature ^ The lyre

and cithara produced a greater variety of founds.

The properties of genera, modes, voices, and in-

llruments were confounded. Airs, formerly ap-

propriated to different fpecles of poetry, were in-

difcriminately applied to each in particulars.

Chords before unknown, unufual modulations,

and vocal inflexions, often devoid of harmony,

were introduced every day ''. The fundamental

and effential law of rhythm was openly violated,

and the fame lyllable afiigned to feveral founds ',

an extravagance which fhould be as offenfive in

mufic as it inevitably would be in declamation.

' Prat. ap. Athen. lib. 14, t). 617.
f TzTUn. Tratt. di Muf. P/14S.
s Plut. de Leg. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 70::.

f" Phorecr. ap. Plut. de Muf. t. li. p. 1141.
' Arifloph. in Ran. v. 1 349, 1 390. Schol. ibid.



96 TRAVELS OF

At the fight of fo many rapid changes, Anaxi-

las faid, not long ago, in one of his coiiiedies^

that mufic, like Lybia, produced every year fome

new monfter^-.

The principal authors of thcfe innovations were

of the laft century, or are iiill living -, as if it were

the fate of mufic to lofe its influence over manners,

.at the very period in which we talk the moft of phi-

lofophy and morals. Many of them pofieffed

great underftanding and eminent abilities'. I fliall

name Melanippides, Cinefias, Phrynis"^, Polyidus'^

fo celebrated for his tragedy of Iphigenia, and

Timotheus of Miletus, who praftifed every fpecies

of poetry, and ilill enjoys his glory in a very ad-

vanced age. He, above all, has done the moft in-

jury to the ancient mufic. At firft he v/as checked

by the fear of appearing an innovator °. He be-

gan by intermingling ancient airs in his early com-

pofitions, to elude the vigilance of the magiftrates^

and not too precipitately to fhock the reigning

tufte •, but foon, emboldened by fuccefs, he openly

waged Vy'ar with the old iVftem.

Befides the licentioufnefs 1 have ir.entioned,-

muficians, not yet fatisfied with novelties, are en-

deavouring to draw new founds from tlie tetra-

^ Athen.lib. 14, p. 623.
' Plat, de Leg. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 700.
•" Pherecr. ap. Pint, dc Muf, t. ii p. 1141;
" Ariltot. de Poet. cap. i6, t. ii. p. 664.
« Plut. de Muf. t. ii. p. 1132.

5 chord;
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thord. Some labour to introduce a fuccefTion of

quarter tones in airs
•"

; they weary the firings, re-

double the exertions of their bow, and apply the

ear in order to furpriie fome pafling fhade of found

which they confidcr as the fmallelt commenfurate

interval ^. The fame experiment confirms others

in a diametrically oppofitc opinion. Great differ-

ence of opinion prevails refpefting the nature of

found'', the confonances to be made ufe of % the

forms introduced into mufic, and the talents and

works of the leaders of each party. Epigonus,

Eraftocles^j Pythagoras of Zacynthus, Agenor of

Mytilehe, Antigenides, Dorion, and Timotheus ",

have pupils who are daily engaged in fierce con-

tention, and are agreed only in the fovereign con-

tempt they entertain for ancient mufic, which they

treat as fupcrannuated *.

Do you know who have the moft contributed to

infpire us with this contempt ? The lonians y, that

per.ple who were unable to defend their liberty

againll the Perfians, and v.'ho, in a tertile coun-

try and under the fin^il fky in the world %

P AriRox. Harm. Elem. lib. 2, p. s^^
<i Plat, dc Rsp. lib. 7, t. ii. p- 53I.
f Arillox. lib. I, p. 3.

' Id. lib. 2, p. 36.
' Id. lib. I, p. 5.
n riut. dc Miif. p. 1 138, Sec.

^ Id. ibid. p. I 135.
7 AriliiiiwOjiiitil. lib. I, p. 57.
^ Hcrodut. Lb. 1, cap. 142.

Vol. Ill, H
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confols themfelves for the lofs of it in the bofom c^

the arts and luxury. Their light and brilliant

mufic, decked out with all the graces., partakes at

the faine time of the congenial ibfcnefs peculiar to

that happy climated We had foiv.e difficulty

to accuftom ourfelves to its accents. Timotheus,

one of thofe lonians I have mentioned, was at

firi'c hiiTcd on our Ilage •, but Euripides, who kne\y

the ceniiis of his nation, foretold that he would

foon become the favourite of the public ; and the

event has juftified his prediction ". Elated with

this fuccefs, he vifited the Lacedaemonians with

his cleveij-flringed cithara, and his effeminate airs.

They had already tv/ice repreiTcd the audacity

of modern muficians "^ ; nay even at this day, in

the pieces oirerecl for the competition, they re-

quire the modulation to be executed on a feven-

ftringed Infuiument:, and to turn only on one or

two modes ''. What then was their furprife at

the accords of Timotheus ! What was his afbonifli-

ment at reading a decree ifTucd by the kings and

ephori ! He was accufed of having wounded the

majefty of the ancient m.ufic, and endeavoured to

corrupt the Spartan youth by the indecency, the

* Plut. in Lye. t. i. p. 41 . Lr.c'an- Harm. t. i. p. 85 1 . Mem.
de I'Acad. des j'Vll. Lcttr. t. xiiL p. 208.

•» Hut. an Stni, &c. t. ii. p. 'J<)j.
c Athen. p. 628. Plut. in Agid. t. i. p, 799. Id, in Lacon,

Infiit. p. 238.
^ Plut. de Muf. t. ii. p. \ 142.
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Variety, and foftnefs of his performances. He was

ordered to retrench four ftrings from his lyre, with

this obfervation -, that fuch an example ought for

ever to put an end to novelties which encroach on

feverity of manners ^ It defcrvts to be remarked,

that this decree pafied about the time that the

Lacedemonians gained that celebrated vidlory at

-^gos-Potamos, v.hich rendered them mafiers of

Athens.

Among us, artizans and hirelings decide on the

fate of mufic •, they fill the theatre, attend at mu-

fical competitions, and conftitute thcmfelves fo-

vereign judges of tafte. Thefe men requirin^T

fhocks rather than emotions, the bolder, the more

highly coloured, and more violent the mufic is,

the more does it excite their tranfports ^ In vaia

have philofophers exclaimed s, that to adopt fuch

innovations was to flaake the foundations of the

(late*; in vain have dramatic writers aimed a

thoufand fatirical ftrokes againft thofe who ftrove

to introduce them ^. As they cannot ilTue decrees

in favour of the ancient mufic, the charms of its

« Bocth.de Muf. lib. I, cap. i. Njt. Eulliald. in Thcon.
Sniyrn. p. 295.

*' Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 8, p. 458 et 459.
C Plat, de Ivep. lib. 4, t, ii. p. 424.
* See note at the end of tlic vohime.
1' Arilloph. in Nub. v. (^6^ ; in Ilan. v. 1339. Schol. ibid.

Pnt. ap. Athen. lib. 14, p. 617. i'hcrccr. ap. Plat, de iMuf. t. ii.

p. I 141,

H2
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enemy have ultimately carried all before them*

The fate of both has been fimilar to that of virtue

and voluptuoufnefs whenever they become the

objeft of a ftruggle.

Tell me honeftly, fiid I to Philotimus, whether

you have not occafionally been led away by the

general feduftion ? Very often, replied he : I allow

that modern mufic is fuperior to the ancient for its

richnefs and its beauties ; but I maintain that it

has no moral objeft. In the produdions of the

ancients I efcecm the poet v/ho makes me love my

duty. I admire in modern compofitions the mu-

lician who gives me pleafure. And don't you think,

faid I with v/armth, that we fliould judge of mufic

by the pleafure it affords us ' ?

No, doubtlefs, replied he, if that pleafure be

injurious, and takes place of others lefs lively, but

of more utility. You are young, and ftand in need

of ftrong and frequent emotions '^
; yet, as you

would blufh to refign yourfeif to them if not con-

fiiient with good order, it is evident that you ought

to fubmit both your pleafures and pains to the

examination of reafon, before you ereft them into

the ilandard of your judgment and condud:.

I fliall take upon me to lay down the follov/-

ing principle. An objefl is only worthy of our

» Plat, de Lcsr. lib. z, t. ii. u. 668.
1^ Id. ibJu. p". 6I-4.
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regard, when, befides the beauties that embellifli

it in our eyes, it contains in itlelf ibme real utility

and goodnefs '. Thus we fee that Nature, who
willies to condudl us to her ends by the allurement

of pleakire, and who never limited the fublimity

of her views to merely procuring us agreeable fen-

fations, has infufed into the food neceiiary for our

nourifhment a flavour that attrads us, and a virtue

requifite to the confervation of our fpecies. Here

pleafure is a firlt effefl, and becomes a means of

conneding the caufe to a fecond effcd more noble

than the former. It may fo happen, that tlie nu-

triment being equally falutary, and the pleafure

equally lively, the ultimate efled may ftill be

hurtful : in fine, if certain aliments, calculated to

pleafe the palate, produced neither good nor evil,

the pleafure would be tranfient ar,d unproduftive.

Hence it rcfuks, that it is lefs by the firll effed

than by the fecond, that we (hould decide whether

our pleafures be ufeful, dangerous, or indifferent.

Let us apply this principle. Imitation, which

is the object of the arts, affects us varioufly : fuch

is its firft tfic'd. Tlicre fometimes exifts a fecond

more effential, and fequently unknown to the

Ipeftator, and even to the artilf : it modifies the

foul '~'\ fo as infcnfibly to bend it to habits which

' Plat, de Lc'<,^ lib. 2, t. ii. p. 667.
" Arillot. de Xcn. lib. 8, t. ii. p. ^^.r^.
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beautify or deform it. If you have never reflefted

on the prodigious power of imitation, confiderwith

what energy two of our fcnfes, fight and hearing,

tranfmit into our fouls the imprcffions they re-

ceive •, with what facility a child furrounded by

flaves copies their difcourfe and gefturts, and ap-

propriates to itfelf their inclinations and vul-

garity ".

Though* painting is far from poffcfTing the

fame power as reality, it is not the lefs true that its

reprefentations are fcenes at which 1 am prefent, and

its images examples prefenred to my view. Spec-

tators in general feek only for fidelity of imitation,

and the charm of a momentary fenfation in a

picture i but phiiofophers often difcovar in it,

through the enchantment of the art, the feeds of

a latent poifon. According to them, it fliould feem

as if our virtues v/ere either fo pure or feeble,

that the Highteft breath of contagion is fufficienc

to tarniih or deitroy them. Thus whilft they

permit young men to contemplate at leifure the

pidlures of Dionyfius, they exhort them not to

dwell on the paintings of Paufon, but frequently ta

recur to thofe of Polygnotus°. The firll has

painted men fuch as we behold them ; h"s is a

faithful imitation, pleafing to the eye, without

" Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 305'.

° Ariftot. dc kep, lib. 8, cap. 5, p. 455. Id. de Poet. cap. 2,

t. il.p. 653.
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danger as without utility to manners. The fe-

cond, by beitowing on his perfonages ignoble

characters and funftions, has degraded rr-ian ; he

has painted him more diminutive than he is; his

iigures deprive heroifm cf its luftre, and virtue

of its dignity. Polygnotus, by reprefeniing men

larger and more virtuous than nature, elevates our

thoughts and fentiments towards fublime models,

and leaves the foul deeply imprelled with the idea

of moral beauty, and the love of propriety and

order.

The iinprefTions of mufic are more immediate,

more profound, and more durable than thole of

painting •"; but its imitations, rarely in coni'or-

mity with our real wants, have almoft ceafed to be

inflruflive : and in fact, what edification do I re-

ceive from that flute player, who imitates on the

ftage the fong of the nightingale •*, and at out

games the hifTing of the ferpent ; or v. hen, to

fliew his execution, he fliocks my ear with a mul-

titude of founds rapidiy accumulated on each

other ^? I have heard Plato aOc what this noife

fignified •, and whilft the fpectators in general

were applauding with tranfport the bold ftrokes

p Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 8, t. ii. p. 455;.
<i Arillopli. in Av. v. 223,
"" Strab. lib. 9, p. 421.

« Plat, de Leg. lib. 2, p. 2, p. 669.
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of the mufician \ charge him with ignorance and

oftentation j with the former as having no idea of

real beauty, and with the latter as placing his

whole ambition in the vain glory of furmounting

a difficulty *.

Befides, vv'hat effed: can be produced by words,

which dragging after the air, broken in their tex-

ture, and crofied in their progrelTion, can never

claim any portion of that attention which the in-

flexions and beauties of the voice fix folely on the

melody ? 1 allude m,ore efpecially to the mufic we

hear in the theatre ", and at our games ; for it ilill

retains its ancient character in many of our reli-

gious ceremonies.

At this moment our ears were ftruck with the

found of melodious fongs. This happened to be

the day on which a feftival was celebrated in ho-

nour of Thefeus *. Chorufes confifting; of the

mOil diftinguifhed youth of Athens were repairing

to the temple of that hero. They fang his vid:ory

over the minotaur, his arrival in Athens, and

the return of the young Athenians whom he had

freed from bondage. After liilening to them atr

tentively, I faid to Philotimus : I know not whc-

t Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap. 6, t. ii.. p. 457,
* See note at the end of the volume.
» Plut. de Mr.f. t. ii. p. 1 136.
» Id. ia Thef, t. i. p. 17,
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ther moft to admire the poetry, the air, the pre-

cifion of the rhythm, the merits of the fubjed, or

the delightful harmony of the voices y. But it

feems as if my foul were filled and elevated by

this mufic. That, replied Philotimus, with anima-

tion, is becaufe, inftead of trifling to excite our

petty pafllons, it penetrates to the very bottom of

our hearts, there awakening fentiments the moft

honourable to man, and the moft ufeful to fociety,

fuch as courage, gratitude, and devotion to our

country -, becaufe, from its happy concurrence with

poetry, rhythm, and the other caufes you have

been mentioning, it receives an awful charadler of

grandeur and nobility, a charadter which never

fails to produce its effefl, but operates more pow-

erfully on thofe lb conftituted as to tecl it, by in-

fpiring them with a higher opinion of themfelves.

And this it is which juftifies the doftrinc of Plato.

He would wifii that the arts, games, fpedacles,

and all external objeds, if poftible, ftiouid furnifti

us with images calculated inceflantly to fix our

attention on real -fceauty. The habit of contem-

plating it would thus become to us a kind of

inftind, and our fouls would be as it were con-

ftrained to a6b agreeably to the order and harmony

which Ihine forth in this divine model ^.

y Xenopb. Memor. lib. 3, p. 765.
* l^lat. de Rep. lib, 3, t. ii. p. 40^,
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Alas ! how far are our artifts from attaining

to the ful?limity of thefe ideas ! Not latisfied with

annihilating the peculiar properties of the different

parts of mufic, they violate even the moft ordi-

nary rules of fitnefs. Already does dancing, which

ought to be grave and decent, become tumultuous

and violent when fu'rje61:ed to their whims-, already

do we fee fragments of poetry and mufic foreign

to the pieces introduced between the afts of our

tragedies, and the chorufes no longer are connedled

with the aftion^.

I do not pretend to fay that fuch deviations

from the ancient praftice are the immediate caufe

of the corruption of our manners ; but they cer-

tainly contribute to maintain and fortify it, They

who confider them as indifferent, are not aware

that regularity is upheld as much by rites and

fafhions as by principles ; that manners have their

forms as well as laws, and that the contempt of

forms gradually deftroys all the bonds v/hich unite

men together in fociety.

Modern mufic may be reproached likewife with

that efieminate Ibftnefs, thole enchanting founds

which charm the multitude, and which, by having

no determinate objtcl of exprefnon, are always in-

terpreted in favour of ihe ruling paffion. Their

fole effect is miOre and more to enervate people

» Arjllut. de Poet. cap. i8, t. ii, p. 665,
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whofe min Js, deftitute of vigour and of chara<5ler,

are dillinguifhed only by different degrees of pu-

fiilanimity.

But, faid I to. Philotimus, fince ancient mufic

poflelTcs fuch eminent advantc^.ges, and the mo-

dern fiich great beauties, why have there been no

attempts to reconcile them ? I know a mufician

named Telefias, anfwered he, who did form fuch a

projed: a few years ago''. In his youth he had been

trained up in an admiration of the rigid beauties

of Pindar and other lyric poets. Seduced after-

wards by the produ6tions of Philoxenus, Timo-
theus, and the modern poets, he attempted to

combine thefe different manners : but, notwith-

ftanding all his efforts, he continually fell back into

that of his firft mafters, reaping no other fruit from

all his labours than the mortification of difpleafmo-

both parties.

No, mufic never will recover from the degrada-

tion into which it is fallen, without a total change

in OLir ideas, and a refloration of our virtues.

Now it is more difficult to reform than to civilize

a nation. We have no longer any morals, added

he, but we fhall have pleafures. The ancient

mufic fuited the Athenian conquerors at Marathon;

the modern is well adapted to Athenians vanquiihed

at iEgos-Potamos.

^ Plut. de Muf. t. ii. p. 1 142.
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I have only one more queftion to aflc you, faid

I : Why do you inftrud your pupil in lb perni-

cious an art ? what purpofe can it anfwer ? What

purpofd ! replied he laughing ; the purpofe of a

play-thing for children of all ages, which keeps

them from breaking the furniture of the houfe*^.

It employs thofe whofe idlcnefs might be dangerous

to fuch a government as ours, and it amufes others

who, formidable only from the liftleflhefs to which

they are perpetually a prey, are at a lofs how to

employ their time.

Lyfis fhall learn mufic, becaufe, deftined as he

is to fill the firfl offices of the republic, he fhould

enable himfelf to give an opinion on the pieces

prcfented for the prize at the theatre, or mufical

competitions. He fhall be verfed in every fpe-

cies of harmony, but eileem fuch only as may

have an influence on his manners'^. For, not-

wrthtlanding its depravation, mufic is ftill capable

of giving us ibme ufeful lel^ons^ Thofe labour-

ed performances, thole longs, the merit of which

conlifts only in difficulty of execution, and which

formerly were mere matter of admiration at our

exhibitions, but now form the conftant exercife ot

our children f,
ffiail never fatigue my pupil. I

f Avifi'ot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap. 6, t. ii. p. 456.
«^ Id. ibid. cap. 7, t. ii. p. 45H.
c Id. ibid. cap. 6, t. ii. p. 456,
f lu. ibid. p. 457,
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will put fome inftruments into his hands, on con-

dition of his never becoming fuch a proficient as

his mafters. I wilh his leil'ure moments, if he has

any, to be agreeably filled up by a felefl mufic,

which may prove a recreation from his labours, in-

ftead of increafing them, and moderate his palTions,

Ihould he be polTeflcd of too much fenfibility s,

I wifh him, in a word, always to retain in mind

this maxim : that mufic calls us to pleafure-, phi-

lofophy to virtue •, but that it is by pleafure and

virtue conjointly that Nature invites us to happinefs •».

8 Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 8, cap. 7, p. 458.
^ Id. ibid. cap. 5, t. ii. p. 454.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

JMxinncrs cf the Athenians continued.

1HAVE already faid * that at certain hours

of the day the Athenians aflemble in tlie

forum, or ths Ihopo by which it is lurrounded.

I often went thither, either to hear the news, or

fludy the character of the people.

I one day met th^re one of the principal men

of the city wall<.ing with hafty ftrides. His vanity

could only be equalled by his hatred of the demo-

cracy ; of all Homer's verfes he had retained only

this fentence :
" Nothing is fo dangerous as to

have many chiefs '."

He had jufl received a flight affront : No,

faid he in a rage, either this man or I muft quit

the city, for it is impofiVole to remain in it any

longer. If I take my place on any of the tribu-

nals, I am haralTcd by the crowd of plaintiffs, or

the clamours of the lawyers. At the general af-

fembly, fome low perfon, fome dirty and ill drefled

* See Chap. XX. of this work.
» Homer. IHad. hb. 2, v. lox.
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fellow, has the infolence to Teat himfelf befide me *".

Our orators are fold to this people, who every day

commit the bufmefs of ths ftate to the manage-

ment of perfons whom I fiiould be forry to entrufb

with my private affairs •. But the other day, when

a general was to be eledled, 1 rofe, recounted the

polls I had filled in the army, and fhewed my
wounds, yet the choice fell upon a man without

cither experience or abilities '^. Thefeus, by efta-

bliflring equality, was the author of all thefe mif-

chiefs. Homer had more reafon when he faid :

Nothing is fo dangerous as to have many chiefs.

Pronouncing thefe words he difdainfully pufhed

afide every body he found in his v/ay, fcarcely

deigning to falute any one ; and if he permitted

any of his clients to accoft him, it was only loudly

to make a boaft of the fervices he had rendered

him".

At this moment one of his friends approaching

him : Well, cried he, will the public ftill conti-

nue to fay that I am furly, morofe, and ill-

tempered ? I have juft gained my caufe, unani-

moufly it is true; but, would you believe it, my
lawyer, in his pleadings, omitted the ftrongeft ar-

guments in my behalf? My wife yeilerday brought

^ Theophr. Characl. cap. 26.
J Ifocr. de Pac. t. i. p. 38S.
•" Xenoph. Mcmor. lib. 3, p. 765,
" Theophr. Ch;.na(ft. cap. 24.
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me a fon, and I am congratulated on the event, a4

if this increafe of my family was not a real dimi-

nution of my eftate. One of my friends, after the

warmeft folicitations, confents to let me have one

of his Haves. I refer the purchafe-money to him-

fclf. What do you think he dees ? He gives him

to me at a price greatly below that I cxpeded ta

pay. Undoubtedly this (lave mufc have fome

hidden defect". I know not what fecret poifon is

perpetually mixing with my happinefs;

I left this man to bewail his misfortunes, and

mixed with the different circles I faw around the

place. They were compofed of perfons of all ages

and conditions, and protedted from the heat of the

fun by awnings.

I fat down by a rich Athenian, called Philander,

His parafite Crito was endeavouring to fecure his

favour by extravagant flattery, and to entertain

him by cenforious ridicule and fiander. He im-

pofed filence; he applauded with tranfport, when-

ever Philander opened his lips, and applied the

liiirt of his robe to his mouth, as if to fupprefs

his laughter at every infipid jefi that efcaped Phi-

lander. Only obferve, faid he to him, how all

eyes are fixed on you. Yefterday in the portico I

thought they never would have ended praifmg

you ; the queftion was, who v/as the moft honeft

• Theophr. Charaft. cap. 17.

mare
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man in Athens -, though we were more than thirty

in company, every voice declared loudly in your

favour *. That man I fee there, faid Philander,

clad in that elegant robe, and followed by three

flaves, is, if I miilake not, ApoUodorus, fon of

Pafion, the rich banker. The very fame, replied

the parafite. His oftentation is infufferable ; he

forgets that his father was a flave''. And who is

that other, rcfumed Philander, who is walking be-

fide him, and who holds his head io high ? His

father firft went by the name of Sofia, faid Crito,

and as he had been in the army, afTumed that of

Sofiftratus''*. He was afterwards enrolled in the

regifter of citizens. His mother is a Thracian,

and no doubt cf an illuftrioiis origin ; for the

women who come from that remote country have

as valid claims to birth as to facility of manners.

The fon is a knave ; not quite fo much fo how-

ever as Hermogenes, Corax, and Therfites, who

are talking together a few yards from us. The

firft is fo great a mifer, that his wife can only get

cold water to bathe in, even in winter'; thefecond

fo capricious, as to aflume twenty different cha-

raders in the fame day ; and the third fo vain.

P Theophr. Charaft. cap. 2.

1 Dcmoflh. pro Phorm. p. 965.
• Theophr. Charaft. cap. 28.
* Sofia is the name of a flave ; Sofiftratus that of a free man.

tr^xTo; (Siratos) fignifies an army,
« Theophr. Charad. cap. 28,

Vol. III. I
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that he flands fingle in the praifcs he beftows oil

himfclf, and is without a rival in the love he has

for his own perfon.

Whilft I was turning round to look at a party of

dice, a man came up to me with an anxious air.

Have you heard the news ? faid he. No, an-

fwered I.—What ! do you know nothing of it ? I

am delighted to hear it. I have it from Nicerates,

who is juft arrived from Macedon. King Philip

is beaten by the lUyrians •, he is taken prifoner

;

he is dead.—Indeed! is itpoffible?—Nothing is

more certain. I have this inftant met two of

our archons j I faw the utmoft joy in their faces. But

don't fay a word of it to any creature ; and, above

all, take care not to name me as your author.

Having faid this, he immediately left me to com-

municate his fecret to every perfon he met^

That man pafles his whole life in forging news^

faid a fat Athenian who was fitting by me. He
attends to nothing but what does not concern

him. As for me, my domeftic affairs find me fuffi*

cient employment. I have a wife whom I am very

fond of
i
upon which he immediately gave me a long

culogium on; his wife". Yefterday I was not able

to fup with htr, having received an invitation

from a friend ; and he now launched out into a^

« Theophr. Charaa:, cap. 8.

* Id. ibid. cap. 3.
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minute defcription of the entertainment. I goi

home, however, continued he, not diffatisfied -,

but I had a dream that gives me a good deal of

uneafmefs ; and he then proceeded to tell mc all

his dream : he afterward obferved that the city

fwarmed with foreigners •, that the men of the

prcfent generation were not like thofe of former

days ; that provifions were very cheap •, that we

might hope for a good crop, if we had a few

fhowers ; and, after aflcing me what was the day of

the month *, rofe to go to fupper with his wife.

Blefs me ! laid an Athenian who came up at the

moment, and whom I had long been looking for,

how can you have the patience to liften to that

tirefome mortal ! Why did not you follow the

example of Ariflotle ? A great talker had got

hold of him, and, after wearying him with flrange

ftories : What ! faid he to him, are you not afto-

nifhed ? What aftonifhes me, anfwered Ariflotle,

is, that any man fliould ufe his ears to liften to

you, when he can uie his legs to elcape from

you^'. I now told him that I had fomething to

communicate to him, which I wifhed for an op-

portunity of explaining. But he interrupted me
at every word. Yes, yes, I know what you mean

;

I could give you a complete account of the whole

* Theopl.r. Charaft. cap. 3.

/ Pint, de Garrul. t. ii. p. 503,
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affair-, go on, don't omit a fingle circumflancc;

very well ; now you have it ; that is the very

thing; you fee how neceffary it was to talk it

over. At length I was obliged to tell him, that

he broke in upon my narrative. I know it, replied

he: but I have a wonderful dcfire of talking. I
' CD

am not like the man, however, who has juft quit-

ted you. He fpeaks without refledion, a reproach,

I think, which cannot be thrown on me -, witnefs

the fpeech I made lately at the aflembly : you

were not there •, I'll tell you what it was. At thefc

words 1 attempted to profit by the advice of Ari-

llotle i
but he flill followed mc, continually talk-

ing and declaiming '.

I pufhed forward into the midfl of a company

affembled round a foothfayer, who was complain-

ing- of the incredulity of tiie Athenians. He ex-

claimed : When I talk to you of divine fubjeds,

and unveil futurity to you in the general affembly,

you laugh at me ^s if I were a madman, yet events

have always jultified my prediftions. But you

are envious of thofe who polTefs knowledge fu-

perior to your own \

He was going to proceed, when we faw Dioge-

nes appear, who had juft arrived from Lacedae-

mon. Whence come you ? laid fome perfon to

^ Theophr. Charaft. cap. 7.

» Plat, in Eutyph). t. i. p. 3.
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him. From the apartment of the men to that of

the women, anfwered he ''. Were there many

people at the Olympic games ? enquired another.

—A great number of fpcflators, but very few

men ^. Thefe anfwers were applauded ; and drew

together a crowd of Athenians, who endeavoured

to provoke him to repartees. Why Hiid one, do

you eat in the market ? Becaufe I am hungry in

the market, replied hf^. Another put this quef-

tion to him. How can I revenge myfelfof my
enemy ?—By becoming more virtuous^. Dio-

genes, faid a third, the world fathers many ridicu-

lous ftories on you.—But I adopt none^ A fo-

reigner born at Myndus, wifhed to know what he

thought of that town. I advifed the inhabitants,

anfwered he, to fliut their gates, that the city might

not run out at them ^. It is to be obferved that

this city which is very fmall, has remarkably large

gates. Crito the parafite, now mounting on a

chair, afked him why the public had given him

the name of Dog. Becaufe, anfwered he, I ca-

refs thofe who give me neccfTaries, bark at thofe

who rcfufe me, and bite the mifchievous**. And

*' DiojT. Lacrt. lib, 6, § 59.
" Id. ibi'd. ^ 60.
«• Id. ibid. § 58.
« Plut. de Aud. Poet. t. il. p. 2 1.

^ Diog. Laert. lib. 6. ^ 54.
K Id. ibid. § 57.
«• Id. ibid. § 60.
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what, refumed the parafite, is the moft dangerous

animal?—Amoing wild animals, the (landerer;

among tame ones, the flatterer '.

At thefe v/ords every one burfb into a laugh

;

the parafite went ofi^, and the attacks continued

with redoubled warmth. Diogenes, what country-

man are you ? laid feme one. I am a citizen of the

world, anfwered he'^. No, no, replied another, he

is of Sinope •, the inhabitants condemned him to

leave their city. And I have condemned them to

remain in it, replied he^ A handfome young man

advancing, m.ade ufe of an exprcflion fo indecent

as to bring a blulh into the cheeks of one of his

friends of the fame age ; upon which Diogenes

fays to the latter : Courage, my boy ; thofe are

the colours of virtue™. And turning to the

former : Are you not afliamed, faid he, to draw a

leaden blade from out an ivory fheath " .? The

young man in a rage gave him a blow on the

ear. Be it fo, refumed he, without the finalleft

emotion •, you teach me at lead one thing, which

is that I want a helmet °. What advantage, faid

fome one to him immediately, have you derived

J Dio^r. Laert. lib. 6, ^ 51.
^ Id. -bid. § 63.

' Id. ibid. ^ 49.
» Id. ibid. § !;4.

« Id. ibid § 6).
® Id. ibid. § 4I0
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from your philofophy ? Why, don't you fee ? faid

he ; to be prepared for every event '."

At this moment Diogenes, who would not (lir

from his place, received on his head fome water

which fell from the top of a houfe. Some of the

company feeming to pity him, Plato, who was

accidentally pafllng, faid to them : If you wifli

your pity to be ufeful to him, appear not to fee

him ''.

I one day found, in the portico of Jupiter,

fome Athenians engaged in philofophical difcuf-

fions. No, forrowfully exclaimed an old difciplc

of Heraclitus, I can never contemplate nature

without a fecret horror. All living creatures are

only in a ftate of war or ruin •, the inhabitants of

the air, the waters, and the earth, are endowed

with force or cunning only for the purpofe of mu-

tual perfecution and deftrudlion : I myfelf mur-

der and devour the animal which I have fed with

my own hands, until I fhall be devoured in my
turn by vile infe<rts.

I fix my attention on more pleafing objedls, re-

plied a young follower of Democritus. The flow

and ebb of generations afflifts me no more than

^he periodical fucceffion of the waves of the ocean.

P DIog. Laert. lib. 6, § 63.
'i Id. ibid. § 41.

U
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or of the. leaves of trees'". What matters it that

fuch and fiich individuals appear or difappear ?

The earth is a theatre changing its fcenery every

moment. Is it not annually clothed with new

flowers and new fruits ? The atoms of which I am
compofed will one day reunite after their repa-

ration, and I fhall revive in another form ^

Alas ! faid a third, the degree of love ©r hatred,

of joy or grief, with which we are affefled, has but

too much influence on our judgments ^ When
fick, I fee nothing in nature but a fyflem of de-

flrudion ; but when in health, I behold only a fyf-

tem of reproduction.

It is in real ity both, obferved a fourth : when the

univerfe emerged from chaos, intelligent beings

had reafon to flatter themfelves that the fupreme

Wilciom would deign to unveil to them the motive

of their exifl:ence ; but this Tecret he referved to

himfclf alone, and addrefling himfelf to fecond

caufes, pronounced only thefe two words ; Deftroy ;

Reproduce "
: words Vv'hich have for ever fixed the

defl:iny of the world.

I know not, refumed the firfl:, whether it be for

their diverfion, or with a ferious defign, that the

« Mimner. ap. Stob. ferm. 96, p. 528. Siinonid. ap. eumd.

p. 530.
» Flin. Hift. Nat. lib. 7, cap. 55, t. i. p. 411. Bruck. Hift.

riiilof. t. i. p. 1 195.
t Ariftot. de Rhet. lib. i, cap ?., t. ii. p. 515,
« jEfop. ap. Stob. ferm. 105, p. 564.

8



A N A C H A R S I S. 121

gods have fprmed us ^
; but this I know, that it is

the greatefl: of misfortunes to be born, and the

greateit happinefs to die>'. Life, faid Pindar, is

but the dream of a fhadow *
: a lublime image,

and which paints with a fingle ftroke all the no-

thingnefs of man. Life, faid Socrates, fhould

only be meditation on death ^ ; a fingular paradox,

to fuppofe that we are compelled to live only to

learn to die.

Man is born, lives, and dies in the fame in-

flant ; and in that inftant lb fugitive, what a com-

plication of fuffcrings ! His entrance into life is

proclaimed by cries and tears -, in infancy and

adolefcence come mailers to tyrannize over him,

and duties which exhaufl: his ftrength "^
; next

follows a teriitic fucceflion of arduous labours,

overwhelming cares, bitter affliction, and con-

fiidls of every kind ; and all this is terminated

by an old age which renders him an objetfl of

contempt, and a tomb that configns him to obli-

vion.

You have but to fludy him. His virtues are

'^ Plat, de Leg. lib. i, t. ii. p. 644.
T Sophocl. in CEdip. Colon, v. 1289. Bacchyl. et alii ap.

Stob. ferm. 96, p. 530 et 531. Cicer. Tufcul. lib. 1, cap. 48.

t. ii.p. 273.
^ Pind. in Pythic. od. 8, v. 136.
^ Plat, in Pliasdon. t. i. p. 64 ct 67. Id. ap. Clem. Alexand.

Stromat. lib. 5, p. 6S6.
*> Sophocl. in Qi!dip. Colon, v. 1290. Axioch. ap. Plat,

t. iii, p. 366. Telef. ap. Stob. p. 535.
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only the barter for his vices ; if he refrains from

one, it is only to obey the other *=. If he avails

not himfelf of his experience, he is a child begin-

ning every day to live ; if he makes ufe of it, he

is an old man who has lived only too long.

He pofleffed two fignal advantages over other

animals, forefight and hope. What has Nature

done? She has cruelly empoifoned them with,

fear.

What a void in every thing he does ! What

varieties and incongruities in all his propenfities

and projefts ! I would alk you ; what is man ?

I will tell you, anfwered a giddy youth who

entered at the moment. Then drawing from un-

der his robe a little figure of wood or pafteboard,

of which the limbs might be moved by certain

firings that he ftretched and relaxed at pleafure ^

:

Thefe threads, faid he, are the paffions, which hurry

us ibmetimes to the one fide, and fometimes to the

others This is all I know of the matter-, and

having fo faid, he immediately walked away.

Our life, faid a difciple of Plato, is at once a

comedy and tragedy ; in the former point of view

it can, have no other plot than our folly, nor in

« Pht. in Phrtdon. t. i. p. 6g.
* Htrodot. lib. 2, cap. 48. Lib. de Mund. ap. Ariftot. cap,

6, t. i. p. 611. Lucian.de DeA Syr. cap. 16, t. iii. p. 463^

Apal. de Mund. Ike.

« Plat de Leg, lib. i, t.ii. p. 644.
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.the latter any cataftrophe but death ; and as it par-

takes of the nature of both thefe dramas, it is in,-

terfperfed with pleafures and with pains ^

The converfation was perpetually varying. One
denied the exiftence of motion j another that of

the objcfts by which we appear furrounded.

Every thing external, faid they, is only deceit

and falfehood ; every thing internal, only error

and illufion. Our fenfcs, our pailions, and rea-

fon, lead us aftray •, fciences, or rather idle opi-

nions, force us from the repofe of ignorance to

abandon us to all the torment of incertitude ; and

the pleafures of the mind have contrails a thou-

fand times more painful than thofeof the fenfes.

I ventured to fay a word on the fubjcfl.

Men, faid I, are becoming more and more en-

lightened. May we not prefume that, after ex-

haufting all their errors, they will at length difco-

ver the fecret of thofe myfteries which occafion

them luch anxiety ? And do you know what hap-

pens then ? anfwered fomc one. When this fecret

is on the point of being difcovered, nature is fud-

denly attacked with iome dreadful difeafe^. A
deluge or a con^agration deilroys the nations, with

all the monuments of their intelligence and vanity.

* Plat, in Phileb. t. ii. p. 50.

K Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 22. Ariftot Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 14,
t. i. p. 548. Polyb. lib. 6, p. 453. Htraclit. ap. Clem. Alex,
^ib, 5, p. 711. Not. Potter, ibid.
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Thefe fearful calamities have often defolated oiir

globe. The torch of fcience has been more than

once extinguiihed and rekindled. At each revo-

lution, a few individuals who have efcaped by ac-

cident reunite the thread of generations -, and be-

hold a new race of wretches iaborioufly employed

•for a long feries of ages in forming themfelves

into focieties, making laws, inventing arts, and

bringing their difcoveries to perfection h, till a

new cataflrophe fwallows them up likewife in the

gulph of oblivion

!

Unable any longer to fuftain a converfation to

me fo extraordinary and novel, I precipitately left

the portico, and, without knowing whither I di-

redted my fteps, prefently found myfelf on the

banks of the liifTus. My mind was violently agi-

tated wirh the moft melancholy and afflidling re-

fiedions. Was it to acquire fuch odious knowledge,

then, that I had quitted my country and relations !

And do all the efforts of human underflanding

only ferve to fhew us that we are the moft mifer-

able of beings ! But whence happens it that thele

beings cxift-, whence does it happen that they pe-

rifh ? What mean thofe periodical changes which

eternally take place on the theatre of the world ?

For whom is this dreadful lped:acle intended ? Is

it for the gods who have no need of it ? Is it for

''" Ariliot. Mctaph. lib. 14, cap. 8, t. ii. p. IC03.
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men who are its victims ? And why am I myfdf

compelled to a<5t a part on this ftage ? Why was

I drawn from non-entity without my knowledge,

and rendered wretched without beins; afked whe-

ther I confented to be fo ? 1 interrogate the hea-

vens, the er.rth, and the whole univerfe. What an-

fwer can they give ? They filently execute orders

without any knowledge of their motives. I quef-

tion the fages : cruel men ! They have anfwered

me. They have taught me to know myfelf ! They

have ftripped me of all the claims I had to my own

efteem ! Already I am unjufl: towards the god.%

and ere long perhaps I fiiall be barbarous towards

men!

To what a height of violence and enthufiafm does

a heated imagination tranfport us ! At a fingle

glance I had run over all tlie conkqucnces ofthele

fatal opinions ; the Qightell appearances were be-

come to me realities •, the moft groundlefs appre-

henfions were converted into torments : my ideas,

like frightful piiantoms, maintained a conflicl in

my mind with the violence of content^ing waves

agitated by the tempefl:.

In the midft ofthis Itorm ofwarring paflions, I had

thrown myfelf, without perceiving it, at the foot of a

plane-tree, under which Socrates ufed fometimes to

converfe with his dilciples '. The recolledtion of this

• Plat, in Phaedr. t, lil. p. 229.
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wife and happy man ferved only to increafe my anx-

iety and delirium. I called on him aloud, and bathed

with my tears the fpot where he had once fitten, wheit

I difcovered at a diftance Phocus, the fon of Pho-

cion, and Ctefippus, the fon of Ghabrias", ac-

companied by fome young men of my acquaint-

ance. I had barely time to recover the ufe of my
fenfes, before they approached, and obliged me to

follow them.

We went to the forum, where we were flievvn

epigrams and fongs againft perfons at the head of

adminiftration \ and it was agreed that the beft

government was that of Lacedsemon "*. We next

repaired to the theatre, where new pieces were

performing, which we hiifed " -, yet they fuc-

ceeded. We then took a ride, and, after bathing,-

fupped on our return with fome fmging girls and

female flute players °. I forgot the portico, the

plane-tree, and Socrates, and refigned myfelf

without referve to pleafure and licentioufnefs.

Part of the night we fpent in drinking, and the

remainder in fcouring the ftreets to infult the paf-

fengers p.

When I awoke, peace reigned in my foul, and

^ Plut. in Phoc, t. i. p. 744. et 750.
J Id. in Pericl. t. i. p. 170.
•n Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. i, t. iu p. 363,'

» Demofth. de Falf. Legat, p, 346.
o Plut. in Protag. t. i. p. 347. ^ j
P Demollh. inConon. p. I no.
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I eafily difcovered the fource of thofe terrors which

had agitated me the preceding day. Not yet inured

to the uncertainties of fcience, my fears had been

thofe of a child on finding himfelf alone for the

firft time in the dark. From this moment I re-

folved to acquire fixed ideas on the opinions dif-

cufled in the portico, to frequent the library of

one of my Athenian friends, and avail myfelf of

that opportunity to become mafter of the various

branches of Grecian literature.
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CHAP.

Library of an Athenian. Clafs of Philcfophy.

PI S I S TR ATU S, two centuries ago, had col-

le6led a library open to the public, which

was carried away by Xerxes into Perfia '. In my
time, feveral Athenians had coUeftions of books ;

the moft conliderable was the library of Euclid,

who had received it from his anceftors ,-, and who

deferved to pofiefs it, fincc he underftood its

value.

On entering this library, I was ftruck with fur-

prife and pleafure. I found myfelf in the midft of

the fined geniufts of Greece, living and breathing

in their works, with which I was furrounded.

Even their filence increafed my rcfpedl. An af-

fembly of the fovereigns of all the nations on earth

would have appeared to me lefs awful. A few

moments after, I could not help exclaiming

:

^las ; how much knowledge is here which is

^ -

1 Aul. Gell, lib. 6, cap. 17.
* Athen. lib. r, cap. 2, p. 3, Cafaub. ibid. p. 6.

denied
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denied the Scythians ! I have fince faid, more than

once, how much knowledge ufelefs to man !

I fhall not here fpeak of all the different kinds

of fubftances which have been ufed to write on.

The fkins of Iheep and goats \ and various forts

of linen cloth, were fuccefllvcly employed'-, paper

has fince come into ufe, made from the interior

filaments of the (talk of a plant which grows in the

marflies of Egypt, or amid the flagnant waters left

by the Nile after its inundation ". It is formed

into rolls, at the extremity of which is fufpended

a ticket containing the title of the book. Each

roll is only written on one fide, and, to accommo-

date the reader, is divided into feveral compart-

ments or pages *.

Copyiils by profefiion * pafs their lives in tran-

fcribing the works which fall into their hands;

and other individuals, for the fake of information,

take this trouble on tliemfelves. Demollhencs

told me one day, that, in order to form his fiyle,

he had eight times tranfcribed the liiitory of Thu-

cydides with his ov;n hand >'. Copies are multi-

plied by this means, but are feldom very common,

* Herodot. lib. 5, cap. 58.
' Plin. lib. 13, cap. 11, t. i. p. 689. Caylus, Rec. d'Autiq.

t. V. p. 76.

» Theophr. Hiftor. Plant, lib. 4, cap. 9, p. 4:3. Plin. ibid.

Mem. de I'Aiad. dcs Bl!!. Lcttr. t. xxvi. p. 276.
* See the nianufcripts of Herculaneum.
'^ Poll. lib. 7, cap. 33, § 21 1.

7 Liician. adv. ludod. § 4, t. iii. p. 102.

Vol. 111. K
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on account of the expence*, a circumftance whicfl

greatly retards the progrefs of knowledge. A
book becomes dill mare rare when it appears in a

foreign country, and treats on fubjedls not undcr-

ftood by the generality of readers. I have known

Plato, notwithftanding the extenfive correfpond-

ence he had in Italy, obtain, with difficulty, cer-

tain philofophical works *, and pay a hundred

niiniE-f- for three fmall treatiles by Philolaus^

The Athenian bookfellers can neither take the

fame pains, nor make fimilar advances. Their

flock generally confifts of books of mere amufe-

ment, part of which they fend to the adjacent

countries, and fometimes even to the Greek colo-

nies on the coaft of the Euxine^. The pafTion

for writing is perpetually furnilhing frefli articles

for this commerce. The Greeks are verfed in

every fpecies of literature. Of this wc fhall be able

to judge from the account I am about to give

of the library of Euclid.

I fliall begin with the clafs of philofophy. The

works of this clafs date no higher than the age of

* After the death of Speufippus, Plato's difciple, Ariftotlc

bought his books, which were tew in number, and paid three

talents, or 16,200 Hvres (675 1.) for them. (Diogen. Laert. ia

Speiif. hb. 4, § 5. Aul. Gell lib. 3, cap. 17.)
^ Diog. Laert, in Arcliyt. lib. 8, ^ 90.

f 9000 livres (;^75l.)

' Id. in Flat. lib. 3, § 9 ; lib. 8, ^ 85. Aul Gcll. lib. 3,

cap. 17.

* Xcnoph. Exped. Cyr. lib. 7, p. 412.
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I^olon, who flourllhed about two hundred and fifty

years ago. Prior to that period the Greeks had

theologians, but no philofophers. Little anxious

to ftudy nature, the poets coUefled, and by theic

works gave a fanclion to the reigning falfehoods

and fuperflitions of the people. But in the time

cf this IcgiQator, and towards the 50th Olympiad *,

an aitonilhing revolution fuddcnly took place in

the minds of men. Thalcs and Pythagoras laid

the foundations of their philofophy -, Cadmus of

Miletus wrote hiftory in profe; Thefpis firft gave

a fettled form to tragedy ; as did Sufarion to co-

medy.

Thales, of Miletus in Ionia, one of the (Gvcn.

fages of Greece, was born in the firft year of the

35th Olympiad '^

-f.
In his early years he filled

with diftinftion the employments to which he was

called by his birth and wifdom. A thirft for know-

ledge foon incited him to travel into foreign coun-

tries. On his return, devoting himfelf exclufively

to the ftudy of nature, he aftoniflied Greece by

prediding a folar eclipfe''; and inftrudted it,

by communicating the knowledge of geometry

and aftronomy which he had acquired in

* Towarcs the year 5S0 before Chrift.

<: Apollod. ap. Dlog. Lacrt. lib. 1, ^58. Corfin. Faft.

Attic, t. iii. p. 0.
t Towards the year 640 before Cl'.rift.

^ Herodot. lib. i, cap. 74. Ciccr.de Divin. lib, i, cap. 49,
t. iii. p. 4 1 . Plin. lib. 2^ cap. ' 2, t. i. p. 78.

K 2
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Egypt *=. He lived independent, enjoyed his repu-'

ration in peace and died without regret*. In his

youth, his mother prcffed him to marry, and repea-

ted her folicitations feveral years after. The firft

time he faid : It is too foon. The lecondtime: It

is too late ^.

Many of his replies are ftill remembered, which

I (hall repeat, as they may give an idea of his phi-

lofophy, and fhew with what precifion the fages of

that age endeavoured to anfwer the queftions pro-

pounded to them.

What is it that is moil beautiful ?—The uni-

verfe-, for it is the work of God.—What mofl im-

menfe ?—Space ; becaufe it contains every thing.

^What mod powerful ?—Neceffity -, becaufe it

triumphs over all things.—Whatmoft difficult?

—

To know onefelf. — What moft eafy ? — To
give advice.—What mofc rare ?—A tyrant who

arrives at old ao-e.—What difference is there be-^

tween living and dying ?—They are equally in-

different.—Why do you not die then ?—Becaufe

they are equally indifferent.—What is there that

can confole us in m^isfortune ?—The fight of an

enemy more wretched than ourfelves. What me-

thod mull we take to lead an irreproachable life ?

Do nothing which we foould condemn in others.

e Diog. Lacrt. In Thai. lib. i, § 14 et 27. Eaiily, Hilt, citf

I'Aftron. Aacp. 196 et 439.
* Towards the, year 548 before Chrid.
f Diog. Laert. ibid. § 26.

4
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.—What is neceflliry to happinefs i—A found

body, an eafy fortune, and an enlightened mind s,

&c. &c.

Nothing is fo celebrated as the name of Pytha-

goras, nothing i'o little known as the particulars

of his life^. It appears that in his youth he

took leiTons from Thales and Pherecydes of Syros -,

that he afterwards refided a long time in Egypt •,

and that, if he did not actually vific the kingdoms

of Upper Afia, he had at lead fome knowledge of

the faiences cultivated in thole countries. The pro-

fundity of the Egyptian myfteries, the deep medi-

tations of the fages of the Eaft, were as well

adapted to inflame his ardent imagination, as the"

auftere mode of life which the greater part of them

had embraced was cong-enial with his firm cha-

rafter.

On his return, finding his country enflaved by

a tyrant', he went, far from fervitude, to fettle at

Crotona in Italy. This city was then in a deplor-

able fituation. The inhabitants, vanquifned by

the Locrians, had loft all fenfe of tlieir native

powers, and fought no other refource under their

misfortunes than in the excefs of pleafurc. Py-

thagoras undertook to re-animate their courage by

infpiring them with ti=icir ancient virtues. His

S Diog. Laert. ill Thr.l. lih. i^ § 35, 36, &c.
h DIogcii. Lacrt. lib. 8, § i. Fabric. Bibliotb. G.s-c, t. i.

p. 45 ^. B.-iiclv. Hiflor. Fliilof. t. i. p. 994.
• Stvixh. lib. 14, p. 638. Dipgcn. Lacrt. lib. 8, ^ 3.

K3
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inftrudions and example fo haftened the progrefs

of reformation, that the Crotonian women, ex-

cited by his eloquence, were feen to dedicate in

a templs the precious ornaments in which it was

their pride to deck themfelves'^.

Not fatisfied with this triumph, he endeavoured

to render the good he had effedted permanent,

by educating the youth in the principles to which

he owed his fuccefs. Well knowing that in a

ftate nothing infpires more energy than wifdom of

manners, nor in an individual than perfedl felf-

denial, he planned a fyftem of education, which,

to render the mind capable of receiving truth,

taught it to be independent of the fenfes. On
this occafion was it that he founded that cele-

brated inftitution, which flill Hands pre-eminent,

even in thefe later times, among all other philofo-

phical feds'.

Towards the end of his life, and in extreme

old age, he had the affliction to fee almoft all that

he had done rendered of no effedl by the jealoufy

of the leading citizens of Crotona. Obliged to

take to flight, he wandered from town to town"^,

until the moment when death, terminating his

misfortunes, reduced envy to filence, and procured

honours to his memory, which were carried to an

k Juftin. lib. 20, cap. 4.
' Plat, de Rep. lib. 10, t. ii. p. 6oo^
«n Poiph. de Vit. Pyth. p. 51.
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extravagant length, from the remembrance of the

perfecution he had fuffcred.

The Ionian fchool owes its origin to Thales ;

the Itah'an to Pythagoras : both of thefe fchools

have given birth to others, which have all of them

produced great men. Euclid, when collcdrng

their productions, had been attentive to diflribute

them relatively to the different fyftems of philofo-

phy.

After fome treatifes, falfely perhaps attributed

to Thales ", were ranged the works of thofe who

have taught his dodlrine, and were fucceflively at

the head of his fchool. Thefe are Anaximander",

Anaximcnes'', Anaxagoras, who firfb taught phi-

Jofophy at Athens'; and Archtlaus, who was the

mafter of Socrates ^ Their writing's treat of the

formation of the univerfe, of the nature of things,

and of geometry and aftronomy,

The following treatiles were much more clofely

conneded with morals ; for Socrates and his dif-

ciples beftowtd their attention lefs on nature in

general, than on man in particular. Socrates has

left nothing in writing but a hymn in honour of

Apollo, and fome fables of ^fop, which he put

" Pint, de Orac t. ii. p. 403, Diogcn. Laert. lib. i, § 23.
** Dio;rcn. Lacrt. lib. 2, ^ ;. Suid. in 'Avai^i/x.

P Fabric. Biblioth. Gi-a;c. t. i. p. 814..

1 Aviitot. de Atiiin, lib. I, cap. 2, t. i. p 620. Clem. Alcx,
Stromal, lib. i, p. ^52.

' Diogcii. La^rt. lib. 2, § 1 6.

K4

J
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into vcrfc whilft he was in prifon S I found both

thefe little pieces, and the works that have proceed-

ed from his fchool in the library of Euclid. The

latter are almoft all in the form of dialogues, in

•which Socrates is the principal interlocutor, it

being their objcift to record his converfations. I

faw the dialogues of Plato-, thofe of Alexamenes

prior to thole of Plato ' -, thofe of Xenophon, of

^fchines ", of Crito *, of Simon 5^, of Glauion*,

of Simmias % of Cebes '', of Phasdon ^, and of

Euclid'', who founded the fchool of Megara,

at prefent under the direction of Eubulides his

difciple.

The Italian fchool has produced a much greater

number of authors than the Ionian ^ Befidcs fome

treatifes afcribed to Pythagoras, and which do not

appear to be authentic \ Euclid was in poffeflion

» Pint, dc Fort. Alex. t. ii. p. 328. Cicer. de Orat. lib. 3,
cap. 16, t. i. p. 294. riat. in Plrx-don. t. i. p. 60. Dioge^.
Lacrt. lib. 2, ^ 42.

' Aviilot. ap. Athen. lib. 11, cap. i 9, p. 505.
-" Diog. Laert.lib. 2, § 6i. Athen. lib. 13, p. 611.
' Diog. Laert.lib. 2, § I2I.

y Id. ibid. § 122.
* Id. ibid. § 124.
=> Id. ibid.

'» Id. ibid. ^ 125.
<; Id. ibid. ^ '05.
^ Id. ibid § 108.
* Jambl, Vita Pythag. p. 215".
f Heracl. ap. Diogen. Laert. lib. 8, ^ 6. Pint, dc Fort. Alcx".

t. i.p. 328. Laciari. pro Lapfu in Sakit. t. i. p. 729. Fabri^.

Blblioth. GijCc. t. i. p. 460.
'

•
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of almoft all the writings of the philofophers who

have followed or modified his doctrine.

Such was Empedocles of Agrigentum, to whorri

the inhabitants of that great city offered the crown,

but who preferred the glory of eftablifhing among

them an equal governments. With a genius com-

parable even to that of Homer, he lent the charms

of poetry to the moft abftrad: fubje(fts **, and ac-

quired fo great a degree of celebrity as to attradt

the attention of all the Greeks affembled at the

Olympic games'. He faid to the Agrigentines :

" You eagerly purfue pleafures as if you were to

die to-morrow, and you build houfes as if you

were to live for ever ^"

Such again were Epicharmus, a man ofwit, like

mod of the Sicilians', who incurred the difpleafure

of King Hiero, by making ufe of an indjccnt ex-

preffion in prefence of the wife of that prince™,

and the ill will of the other philofophers by reveal-

ing the fecret of their dogmas in his comedies "

;

Ocellus of Lucania, Tima^us of Locris, authors

lefs fplendid, but more profound and more correct

E Diogen. Laert. lib. 8, ^ 72. Ariftot. ap. euind. § 63.
'' Ariilot. ibid. lib. 8, § 57.
' Dio.T. Laert. ibid. § 66.
•^ Id. ibid. ^ 63.
» Cictr. Tiilcul. lib. i,cap. 8, t. ii. p. 23*^. Id. de Cl.ir. Oral^

cpp. 12, t. i. p. 345.
" Pint. Apopth. t. ii. p. 175.
" Jambl. Vita Pytha^or. cap. 36, p. 215.
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than the former ; Archytas of Tarentum, cele-

brated for his important difcoveries in mechar

nics ° ; Philolaus of Crotona, one of the firft

among the Greeks who made the earth move

round the centre of the univerfe * ; Eudoxus, whom
I have often feen at Plato's, and who was at once

a geometrician, aftronomer, phyfician, and legif-

lator ^
; not to mention an Ecphantus, an Ale-

mason, an Hippafus, and a multitude of others,

as well ancient as modern, who lived in obfcu-

rity, and have become celebrated after their

deaths.

One of the fnelves particularly attrafled my at-

tention ; it was filled with a feries of philofophi-

cal books, all written by women, which were gene-

rally in favour of the Pythagorean do6lrine'. I

there found the treatife on Wildom of Peric'tione \
a work abounding in perfpicuous metaphyfics,

Euclid told me that Ariftotle held it in high efti-

mation, and intended to borrow fom,e ideas from

it on the nature of exigence and its accidents *.

He added, that the Italian fchool had diffufed

more knowledge over the world than the lonian^^

» Dfog. Laert. Hb. 8, ^ 83.
P Id. ibid. § 85.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 8, p. 86.
> Jambl. Vita Pytliag. p. 218. Fabric, ^ibl. Grsec. t. i.

p. 524. Mena^^ Hiftor. Mul. Pliilof.

' Stob. de Virt. ferm. 1, p. 6. Phot. Biblioth. p. 373.
« Franc. Patric. DifciifT, Peripat. t. ii. lib. 2, p. 197»

Ant. Conti, lllullr. del Parmen. p. 20.
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but that it had committed errors from which its

rival was neceflarily exempt. The two great men,

in fa6b, who founded them, ftamped the charadler

of their genius on their works. Thales, dillin-

guiflied by profound fenfe, had for his difciples

fages who ftudied nature in the fimplcfl manner.

His ichool at length produced Anaxagoras, and

the foundeft theology j Socrates and the purefl

morals. Pythagoras, perpetually under the in-

fluence of a lively imagination, eftabliflied a fc(5l

of pious enthufiafls, who at firfl beheld nothing

in nature but harmonies and proportions ; but

pafllng from one fpec.cs ot fidlions to another,

gave birth to the Elean fchool, and the moil ab-

ftradl metaphyfics.

The philofophers of the latter fchool may be

divided into two clafles. Some, as Xenophanes,

Parmenides, Melifius, and Zeno, confined them-

felves to metaphyfics -, while others, as Leucippus,

Democritus, Protagoras, &c. beftowcd their chief

attention on hypfics *.

The Elean fchool owes its origin to Xenophanes,

of Colophon in Ionia*. Exiled from his country,

which he had celebrated by his vcrlcs, he went to

fettle in Sicily, where he could find no means to

maintain his family but by finging his poetry in

" Bruck Hiftor. Philof. t. i. p. 1143.
* Bom about the year ^56 before Chrift (Bruck. Hill. Philof.

P- I- H4)t
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public*, afterthe manner of the thefirfl philofophersi

He condemned all games of chance, and fome one

treating him in confequence as a man of a weak

mind, and full of prejudices, he anfwered :
" I

am indeed the weakefh of men refpedling adions

at which I could not but blufh y."

Parmenides, his difciple, was one of the moll

ancient and richell families of Elea *
. He be-

llowed on his country fo excellent a code of laws,

that the magifcratcs oblige every citizen annually

to fwear he will obferve them*. Difgufted, at

laft, with influence and authority, he refigned him-

felf wholly to philofophy, and pafTed the remain-

der of his days in faience and meditation. Moft

of his writings are in verfe ^.

Zeno of Elea, who was his difciple, and adopted

by him '', law a tyrant gradually eftablifhing

himfelf in a free city, confpired againft him,

and died, refufing to give up his accomplices*'.

This philofopher loved the public as much as he

efteemed himfelf. His foul, fo unfhaken in thg

hour of danger, was not proof againft the fiiafts of

" Diageii. Laert. lib. 9, § l8.

y Plut. cle Vitiof. Pud. t. ii. p. 550.
» Bruck. Hilt. Phil. t. i. p. 1157.
2 Plat. adv. Colot. t. ii. p. 1127. Speufipp. ap. Dlog,

Laert. lib. 9,^ 28.

*» Diogen. Latrt. ibid. § 22.

« Diogen. Lacvt. in Zen. ibid. § 25.

i Id. ibid. § 26. Ciccr. Tufcul.lib. 2, cnp. 22, t. ii. p. .294.

Val Max. lib. 3, cap. 3.
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calumny. He faid :
" To be infenfible to the evil

that is fpoken of me, I mud be fo likewife to the

good ^"

Among the philofophers, and particularly among

thofe of the Elean fchool, we find men who took

part in the adminidration of the ftate, fuch as

Parmenides and Zeno ^ We fee others who have

commanded armies. Archytas gained feveral ad-

vantages at the head of the Tarentine troops ^

.

Meliffiis, a fcholar of Parmenides, vanquiflied

die Athenians in a fea fight. But thefe exam-

ples, and others which might be mentioned, by

no means prove that philolbphy is calculated to

form ftatefmen or great generals ; they only lliew

that a flatefman or great general may cultivate

philolbphy.

Leucippus deviated from the principles of his

mailer Zeno ', and communicated his own to

Dcmocritus of Abdera, in Thrace.

The latter was born in opulence ^
; but he referved

only a part of his fortune, to travel, after the ex-

ample of Pythagoras, among the nations whom the

Greeks treated as barbarians, but who where in fad:

* Diogen. Laovt. ibid. § 29.
f Dioojcn. in Paim, ct Ztn.
i AL\hn. Var. Hill. lib. 7, cap. 14. Ariftox. ap. Diogen,

Lacrt. lib. 8, ^ 82.

*> iiZlian. ibid. Pint, in Per. t. i. p. 166 ; et adv. Colot. t. ii,

p. 1 126.

» Crock. Hlft. Philof. t. i. f. UV-
^ Id. ibid. p. 1 177. DIog. Lacit. lib. 9, ^ 36.
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the guardians of the feiences. On his return, one

of his brothers, who had enriched himfelf by what

he had abandoned, provided for his wants, which

were confined to mere necefiaries ; and to ward off

the operation of a law which denied fepulture to

the citizen convid:ed of having diflipated the in-

heritance of his fathers, Democritus read to an

aflfembly of tlie inh..bitants of Abdera, a work which

completely gained their efteem and admiration ^

He pafTed the remainder of his life in profound

retirement •, fortunate in pofirffing an ardent paf-

lion, which it was always in his power to gratify,

that of edifying himfelf by his meditations,, and

others by his v.-ritings.

Protagoras ™, born of poor parents, and em-

ployed in fervile occupations, was difcovered and

brought up by Democritus, who direfted and ex-

panded his genius. This is the fame Protagora*

who became one of the moil illuftrious fophifts of

Athens, in which city he took up his refidence.

He compiled laws for the Thurians in Italy",

wrote on philofophy, was accufed of atheifm,

and banilhed Attica. His works were rigoroufly

fought after in private houfes, and burnt in the

market place °.

^ Dicgcn. Lacrt. lib, 9, § 39.
«" Brack. Hill. Fhilof. t. 1. p, 1200.
» Heracl. ap. Diog. Laert. lib. 9, § 50.
® Diogen. I.aert. lib. 9, § 52. Cicer. dc Nat. Deor. lib. f,

cap, C3, p. 4-i6. Suid, in rtfuro^.

7

'
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t know not whether we fhoiild attribute to the cir-

cumftanccs of the times, or the nature of the human

mind, a certain fmgularity which I have frequently

obferved with admiration. No fooner does a man of

abilities and genius make his appearance in a city,

than other men of genius emerge from obfcurity,

who but for him might poflibly never have been

able to difplay themfelves. Cadmus and Thales

in Miletus, Pythagoras in Italy, Parmenides in the

city of Elea, ^fchylus and Socrates in Athens,

have created, if I may fo fpeak, in thefe different

countries, generations of emulous minds, eager to

equal or to furpafs their models. Even Abdera, that

little town, heretofore fo celebrated for the ftupi-

dity of its inhabitants •", had fcarcely produced De-

mocritus before Protagoras appeared ; and he again

will be fucceeded by a citizen of the fame place,

by Anaxarchus, who has already given the mod
unequivocal prefages of future excellence ^.

Among the authors who have written on philofo-

phy, I muft not omit the dark Heraclitus of Ephe-

fus, for he has merited this epithet by the obfcu-

rity of his Ilyle ^ This man, of the moil gloomy

charafter and intolerable pride, began by acknow-

P Cicer. ibid. cap. 45, t. ii. 433. Juven. Sat. 10, v. 50.
s DIogen. Lacrt. in Anaxarch. lib. 9. § 5S.
* Ciccr. de Finib. lib. 2, cap. 5. Scucc. Epill, 12. Clem,

Alex. Sironut. lib. 5, p. 676.
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Icdg'ng that he knew nothing, and ended hf de-

claring that he knew every th ng \ The Ephe-

fians wifhed to place him at the head of their re-

public, which he refufed, being offended at their

having exiled his friend Hermodorus ^ They

afked him for a code of laws. He anfwercd that

they were too corrupt ". Having rendered himfelf

iinivtrfally odious, he quitted Ephefus, and re-

tired into the neighbouring mountains, feeding

cn]y on wild herbs, and deriving no otlier fatif-

fa<Stion from his meditations than what arofe from

his increafed hatred of mankind.

Socrates having fin.lhed reading a work of

Heraclitus, f;id to Euripides who lent it him ;

*' What I underltood of it is excellent ; I make

no doubt but the remainder is fo likev;ife : but

you rilk drowning yourfelf in it, if you are not as

fkiiful as a Delian diver *."

The works of thefe celebrated writers were accom-

panied by many others, the authors of which are lefs

generally known. Whiift I was congratulating Eu-

clid on poflefiing fo valuable a colleftion, I faw a

man, venerable from his countenance, his age and

deportment, enter the library. His hair flowed upon

his fnoulders, and his brow was bound with a diadem

• Dioo-en. Laert. lib. 9, § 5.
t Id. ibid. § 2 et 6.

« Id. ibid. § 2.

* Diogen. Laert. in Socr. lib. 2, ^ zz. Id. In Hcracl. lib. c»

§ II. Said, in AyA.

and
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and a crown of myrtle. This was Callias the

Hierophant, or high prieft of Ceres, the intimate

friend of Euclid, who was fo attentive as to intro-

duce me to him, and prepofTefs him in my favour.

After fome moments converHition I returned to mv
books, examining them with an eagernefs which did

notefcape Callias. He aflced me whether it would

give me pleafure to acquire fome idea of the

doftrines they contained. I will anfwer you, faid

I with vivacity, as one of my anceflors formerly

did Solon y; " I have quitted Scythia, I have tra-

verfed immenfe countries, and braved the tem-

pefts of the Euxine fea, only to come and feek in-

ftru6lion among you." My refolution is taken, T

will never leave this place : I am going to devour

the writings of your fages; for from their labours

we mud undoubtedly learn fublime truths effen-

tial to the happincfs of man. Callias fmiled at my
determination, perhaps with a mixture of compai-

fion ; we fhall fee by the following difcourfe.

y Lucian.de Gymnaf. ^ 14, t. ii. p. 892.

Vol. III. I,
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CHAP. XXX.

CONTINUATION OF THE PRECEDING CHAPTER.

i)ifcourfe of the High Priejl ofCeres on FirH Caiifes.

I
ONCE dreamed, faid Callias, that I was fud-

denly tranfported into a high road, in the

midft of an immenfe multitude^ compoled of per-

fons of all ages, fexes, and conditions. "We prefled

forward with rapid fteps^ each with a bandage

over his eyes, fome uttering fliouts of joy, but

the greater part opprefTed with chagrin and lifl-

leflhefs. I knew not whence I came nor whither

i was going. 1 interrogated thofe around me.

Some anfwered: We are as ignorant as yourfelf,

but we follow thofe who precede us, and precede

thofe who follow us. Others replied : What fig-

nify thefe queftions to us ? Look at thefe people

who are prefling us, we muft fepulfe them in our

turn. Others again, more rational, laid to me

:

The gods have ordained us to run this race, and

"we obey their commands without either partici-

pating in the idle joy, or Iharing in the fruitlefs
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forrow of this multitude. I was fuffering myfelf

to be hurried away by the crowd, when I heard a

voice exclaiming : This is the path of know-

ledge and of truth. I turned and haflily followed,

when a man feizing me by the hand, took off my
bandage and led me into a foreft, where I could

fee no more than when I was blinded. We foon

loft all traces of the path in which we before were,

and met with a great number of perfons who had

lolt themfelves like us. Their guides never fell

in with each other without coming to blows, for

it was the intereft of each to feduce as many fol-

lowers as polTible from the reft : they bore torches,

and kept ftiaking them in order to dazzle us with

the fparks. I often changed my condudor, and

often fell among precipices •, frequently too I found

myfelf ftbpped by an impenetrable wall, in which

cales my guides difappeared, leaving me in all the

horror of defpair, Exhaufted by fatigue, I re-

gretted that I had ever quitted the road followed

by the multitude, and awaked full of this regret.

O my fon, men lived for many ages in a ftate of

ignorance which left their reafon at peace ! Con-

tented with the confufed traditions tranfmitted to

them concerning the origin of things, they

Lved happy, without feeking to enlarge their

fphere of knowledge. But for thefc laft two hun-

dred years, agitated by a fecret inquietude, they

have endeavoured to penetrate the myfteries of

L2
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nature, on which they formerly bellowed no atten-

tion ; and this new malady of the human mind

has fubftituted great errors for violent prejudices.

When it was difcovered that God, the univerfe,

and man, were fublime objeds of meditation, the

mind of the obferver ieemed to acquire new ele-

-vation -, for nothing infpires more elevated ideas or

more extenfive views than the ftudy of nature;

and, as the ambition of the mind is as adlive and

iiifatiabk as that of the heart, men wiil»cd to mea-

fure fpace, fathom infinity, and purl'ue the wind-

ings of that chain which, in the immenfity of its

folds, embraces all beings.

The works of the firft philofophers are didadic

and unornamented. They proceed only on prin-

ciples and confequences, like thofe of geometri-

cians * ; but the grandeur of the fubjtcc diffufes a

majefty over them, which not unfrequcntly in-

fpires an intereft and refpecb from their very title.

The author announces that he is about to treat of

Nature^ of Hea'ven^ of the IForld^ of the Soul of the

Wold. Democritus begins one of his treatifes in

thele important words : Ifpeak of the Univerfe*.

In examining this enormous coUedlion, where

the moft vivid light flafhes forth from amidfl the

moft profound obfcurity, where excefs of delirium

is joined to the depth of wifdom, where man has

* See Ocellus Lucanus and Timazus of Locris.

" Cicer. Acad. cap. 23, t. ii, p. 31,
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at once dlfplayed the ftrength and weal^nefs of his

realbn, remember, O my Ton, that Nature is con-

cealed under a brazen veil, that the united efforts

of men and ages never can lift up the extremity

of this covering, and that the fcience of philofo-

phy confills in difcerning the point where myflery

begins, and its vviidom in revering it.

In our days we have feen the exiftence of the'

Deity either totally denied, or called in qucflion,

• that exillence fo long and uniformly attefted by

the confent of all nations ^. Some philofophers

formally rejedt it*=-, others overturn it by their

principles. But all thofe rcafoners who attempt to

fathom the eflence of that infinite being, or to

account for his operations, neceflarily lofe them-

felves in the incomprehenfibility of their fubjedt.

Afk them. What is God .? they will anfwer,

That which has neither beginning nor end**.—

A

pure fpirif;—an extremely fubtle matter, air'j

—

afire endowed with intelligence^;—the world h.

No ; the foul of the world to which it is united,

'' Ariftot. de Cocl. lib. i, cap. 3, t. i. p. 434.
< Pint, dc Pl;tc. Philof. lib. 1, cap. 7, t. ii. p. 880.
•^ Thai. ap. Diog Laert. lib. t, § 36.
<^ Anaxag. ap. Arillot. de Anim. lib. I, cap. 2, t. i. p. 621 ;

sp. Cicer. de Nat. Dcor. lib. I, cap. i 1 , t. ii. p. 403.
^ Diogen. Appoll. ap. Cicer. ibid. cap. 12. Anaxin^. ap.

Cicer. ibid. cap. 10.

£ Pythag. ap. Briick. t. i, p. 1077. Democr. ap. Plut. de

Plac. Philof. lib. I, cap. 7, t. ii. p. 8S1.
* Arillot. ap. Cic. ibid. cap. 13. HeracU Pont, ap, Cicer.

ibid.
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as the foul is to the body'.—He is the fingle prin-

ciple of all things''.—He is the principle of good ;

matter is the principle of evil'.—Every thing is

executed by his command and under his eye "*.

No ; every thing is performed by fubordinatc

agents. . . . O my fon 1 adore God, and feck not

to know him.

Afk them, What is the univerfe ? they will

anfwer : Whatever is has always been •, the world

therefore is eternal".—No j it is not eternal,

but matter is^—This matter, fufceptible of every

form, pofTefTed none in particular '',—It had a

form, it had feveral, it had an unlimited number

of forms 1 for it is nothing but water', but air"",

but fire% .but the elements^, but an afTemblage of

atoms", but an infinite number of incorruptible

elements, of fimilar particles, which form every

fpecies of being by their combination. This mat-

* Thalcs ap. Pint. ibid. Pythag. ap. Cicer. ibid. cap. 1 1.

^ Xenophan. ap. Cicer. Acad. 1 1, cap. 37, t. ii. p. 49.
* Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 93. Plat, in Tirri. p. 47.

Id.de lUp. t. ii. p. 273.
» Plat. ibid.

» Ocell. Lucan. in init. Diod. Sic. lib. t, p. 6. Hift. des

Caufes Prem. t. i. p. 387.
* Ariftot. dc Ccclo, lib. i, cap. 10. t. i. p. 447.
P Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 94. Plat, in Tim. ibid. p. 51,

&c. .

1 Thalcs ap. Ariilct. Metaph. lib. i, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 842.

Plut.de Plac. Philof. lib^ i, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 875.
' Anaxim. et Diogen. ap. Ariftot. ibid. Plut. ibid.

» Hipp. etHeracl. ap.. Ariftot. ibid.

* Emped. ap. Ariftot. ibid.

« Dem. ap. Diogen. Laert. lib. 9, ^ 44. Plut. ibid. p. 877.



A N A C H A R S I S. 151

Iter fubfifted motionlefs in chaos ; intelligence

communicated to it it§ adlivity, and the world

appeared *.—No •, it had an irregular motion ;

God communicated regularity to it by infufmg

into it a portion of his elTence, and the world was

madcy.—No
J

the atoms were floating in thp

void, and the univerle was the refult of their for-

tuitous concourfe*.—No ; in nature there are

but two elements, which jiave produced and pre-

lerved every thing •, earth, and l|re which animates

earth*.—No ; to the four elements wc mijfl a^d

love that unites their parts, and hatred that fepa-

rates them^ O my fon ! waRe not your

days in (hidying the nature of the univcrfe, but

employ them in filling as becomes you the little

fpace you ocupy in it.

Ads: them, in fine. What is man? they will

anl^cr : Man exhibits the fame pha^noniena and

the lame contradi<5tions as the univerfe of which

he is the abftracl'^. The principle which has at

all times been diflinguiflied by the name of foul

and intelligence, is a nature perpetually in mo-

* Anaxag. ap. Ariftot. de Coelo, lib. 3 et 4, t. i. p. 4.77, ^<scc.
;

sp. Pint, dc Plac. Fhilof.lib. I, cap. 3, p. 876 ; ap. Dlog. Laert!
in Aiiaxa^. lib. 2, § 6.

7 Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 95. Plat, in Tim.
P- 34-

^' Plut, de Plac. Philof. lib. i, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 87S.
» P.nnun. up. Arillot. JVIetaph. lib. i/ cap. 5, t. ii,

p. 84-.

* Emped. ap. Ari|lot. ibid. cap. 4, p. 844.
* Vita Pythagor. ap. Photium, p. 13x7,

L 4
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tion^.—It is a number which moves of itfelf^.—

-

It is a pure fpirit, fay they, which has nothing in

common with bodies.—But if fo, how can it be

acquainted withthem^?—It is rather a very fiibtle

airs— a very active fire^—a flame emanating

from the fun'—a portion of jEther^— a very light

water ^—a mixture of feveral elements •".— It is an

affemblage of igneous and fpherical atoms, fimi-

lar to thofe fubtle particles of matter which we fee

floating in the rays of the fun ". It is a fimple

being.—No ; it is a compound being; it is com-

pofed of feveral principles, it is compofed of feve-

ral oppofue qualities ".— It is tlie blc^^od circulating

in our veins ^. This foul is diflufed through our

whole body -, it refides only in the brain, in the

heart ''j in the diaphragm^ It periflies with us.'

—

No-, it is unperifliable i but it animates other

<^ Thaics ap. Flut. de Plac. Philof. lib. 4, cap. 2. t. ii. p. 898.
* Pythag. ap. Pint. ibid. Xenocr. ap. eumd. dc Procr. Anini.

t. ii. p. 101 2. Arifto". Topic, lib. 6, cap. 3, t. i. p. 243.
^ Ariftot. de Anim. lib. i, cap. 2, t. i. p. 62 I.

z Pint, de Plac. Philof. lib. 4, cap. 3.

«> Arirtot.ibid.

' Epichaim. ap. Varr. de Ling. Lat. lib, 4, p. 17.
'•^ Pytliag. ap. Diog. Laert. lib. 8, ^ 28.

' Hippoii. ap. Ariilot. ibid. p. 6zc.
" E.T.pcd. r.p. Arirtot. ibid. p. 619.
" Derr.ocr. et Ler.cipp. ap. Ariitor. ibid. p. 619; ap. Stub.

Eclog. Phyf. lib. 1, p. 93. Flut. de Plac. Thdof. lib. 4, cap. 3,

t. ii. p. 898.
° Aritlot. iloid. Pint. ibid. cap. 3 ct 4.

P Crilias ap. Ariltot. ibid. p. 621. Macrob. de Somn. Scip,

lib. I, cap. 14.

•i Emped. ap. Cicer. Tiiicul. cap. g, lib. I, t. ii, p. 239,
' Plul. de Plac. Philof. lib. 4, cap. 5, p. 899.
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bodies ;—but it reunites with the foul of the uni-

verfe ^ O my fon ! regulate the emotions

and palTions of your foul, and leek not to compre-

hend its eflence.

Such is the general pi(5lure of the opinions

which men have invented on the mofl important

fubjeds of philofophy. Tliis abundance of ideas

is in etfed a real dearth j and that pile of learn-

ing you have before your eyes, that pretended

treafure of fublime knowledge, no other than

a wretched heap of errors and coniradidlions.

Look not there for fyftems uniform and correct in

dl their parts, for clear expofitions, and folutions

applicable to every phsenomenon of nature. AK
rnoft all thefe authors are unintelligible, becaufe

they are too concife j they are fo, becaufe they fear

to fliock the opinions of the multitude. Thty en-

velop their dodrine in exprelTions either meta-

phorical or contrary to their real principles ; in

fine, they are unintelligible, becaufe they afFcft to

be fo, to elude difficulties they had not forefeen,

or which they find themfelves unable to refolve.

If, neverthelefs, diflatisfied with the conclufions

you have juft heard, you willi to acquire a curfory

knowledge of their principal fyftems, you will be

terrified at the nature of the queftions which they

prefume to difcufs at the very outfet. Is there

* Pint, de Plac. Plillof. lib. 4, cap. 7. Ciccr. Tufcul. cap. 9.

Kb, I, c. ii.p. ^39.
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but one principle in the univcrfe ? Ought we to

admit feveral ? If there be but one, is it moveable

or immoveable ? If there be feverul, are they finite

OF infinite ^ ?

But the great queftion is to explain the forma-

tion of the univerfe, and to aflign the caufc of

that aftonifliing number of fpecies and individual

beings which nature prefents to our eyes, T^c
forms and qualities of bodies vary, and ^rp ip a

perpetual ftate of deftrudlion and reproduiftion

;

but the matter of which they are compofcd eterr

nally fubfifts -, and the imagination is able to purr

fue it through all its numberlefs divifions and fub->

divifions, until it at length arrives at a fimpk

being, the firfl principle of the univerfe and of all

individual bodies ". The founders of the Ionian

fchool, and feme philofophers of other fchools,

applied themfelves to difcover this fimple and inr

divifible being. Some imagined it to be the cle-

ment of water * ; others air ; others again com-

bined earth and fire with thefe two elements ; and

a fourth feft fuppofed that from all eternity there

had exifted, in the primitive mafs, an immenle

number of motionlefs parts, determinate in form and

kind i and that nothing more was requifite than to

colled: all the Icattered particles of air, in order to

form that element -, all the atoms of gold to com-

' Anltot. dc Nat. Aufcult. lib. i, cap. 2, t. i. p. 316.
" Id. Mctapli. Lb. 1. cap. 3, t. ii. p, 842.
» Id. ibid. p. 842. Plut. de Plac. Philof. lib. I, cap. 3, t. n.
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po!e that metal, and lo on with every other fpecies

of matter y.

The fo]s objed of thefe different fyllems was

the material and pafTive principle of things ; but

it was foon difcovpred that a fecond principle was

neceflary to beftow aftivity on the former. Fire

appeared in general to be an agent equal to the

compofltion and decompoluion of bodies j whiliL

others imagined they perceived in the particles of

crude matter a fort of fympathy and antipathy-

capable of alternately feparating and uniting

them '. Thclc, and other hypothefes fmce fubfti-

tuted for them, being inapplicable to all the varie-

ties of nature, their authors were often under the

necelTity of recurring to other principles, or of fink-

ing under the weight of difficulties, like thofe

wreftlers who, entering the lifts without being fuf-

ficicntly inured to difcipline proper for their exer-

cife, owe the petty fuccefies on which they pride

thcmfclves to chance \

The order and beauty which are apparent

through the whole univerfe, compelled men at

length to refer them to an intelli";enc caiife. This

the early philofophers of the Ionian fchool had

acknowledged ''

; but Anaxagoras, polllbly foUow-

r Ariftot. Mctaph. lib. I, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 84V
' Emped. ap. Plut, dc Flac. Philof. lib. i, cap. 3, t. 11. p. S78.
» .\riitopb. Metaph. lib. I, cap. 4. t.ii. p. >!44.

'• Id. ibid. caj). 3, t. ii. p. 843. Ciccr. dc Nal. Dcor. lib. i,

cap. 10, t. ii. p. 405.



j^6 TRAVELS OF
jng Hermotimus, was the firft who diftinguifhed

it from matter, and pofitively pronounced that all

things exiiled from eternity in the {primitive mafs,

and that intelligence imparted its aclivity to this

mafs, and brought it into order.

Before the Ionian fchool had attained to this

elevated truth, which, after all, was no more than

the ancient tradition of all nations, Pythagoras, or

rather his difciples ; for, notwithftanding we are fo

near the time in which he lived, it is impofflble

to learn the genuine opinions of this extraordinary

man ; fome Pythagoreans, I fay, confidered the

imiverfe as matter animated by an intelligence

•which fets the whole in motion, and is fo inti-

mately diffufcd through all its parts, as to be in-

capable of feparation from it*^. This intelligence

may be confidered as the author of all things, as

a very fubtle fire, a moft pure flame, or as the

force which has fubdued matter, and flill holds it

enchained*^. As its eflence cannot be an object

of the fcnfes, to exprefs it let us borrow, not the

language of the fenfes, but that of the mind. Let

us give to intelligence, or the active principle of

the univerfe, the name of monad or iinity, becaufe

it muft be always the fame ; to matter, or the paf-

five principle, that of dyad or multiplicity, becaufe

it is fubjeft to every kind of change ; and to the

« Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. i, cap. 1 1, t. ii. p. 405.
<» Juilin, Mart. Orat. ad Gent. p. 20.
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world, that of triad, fince it is the refult of intelli-

gence and matter.

Several of the difciples of Pythagoras have oc-

cafionally annexed other ideas to thefe exprefilons,

but they have almoft univerfally fought for pro-

perties, by the knowledge of which they might

attain that of nature, in the fcience of numbers ;

ptoperties which to them fcemed to be indicated

in the ph^enomena of fonorcus bodies %

If we take a firing and divide it fuccellively

into two, three, and four parts, in each half we

(hall have the o6tave of the whole -, in the three

fourths its fourth ; in the two thirds its fifth. The

CK^ave then will be as i to 2 •, the fourth, as

3 to 4 ; and the fifth, as 2 to 3. The import-

ance of this obfervation made them give to the

numbers i, 2, 3, 4, the mime of the /acred qua-

ternary.

Such were the proportions of Pythagoras^,

fuch the principles on which was founded the

mufical fyflem of all nations, and particularly of

that which this philolopher found among the

Greeks, and which he improved by his difco-

veries.

In confequence of thefe difcoverles, which are

to be afcribed to the Egyptians, it was eafy to

conclude that the laws of harniuny are invariable,

« Ariftot. Metaph. lib. l, cap. 5, t, li. p. 845.
^ Kouffitr, Mtm. fur la Muliqnt dcs ArcIcds, p. 19.
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and that Nature herfelf has irrevocably fixed the

J

value and the intervals of tones. Byt as fhe is

always uniform in her works, why may not Ihc

have obferved the fame laws in the general fyfteni

of the univerfc ? This idea was a new ray of light

to aclive minds, prepared for enthufiafm by

retirement, abftinence, and meditation ; to men

who religioufly dedicate every day fome hours to

mufic, and efpecially to the acquifing of a juft in-

tonation s.

Prefently it was difcovered that the numbers

1, 2, 3, arid 4^, not only contain one of the

principles of the mufical fyftem, but alfo thofe of

phyfics, and even of morals. Every thing was

confidered as proportion and harmony ; time, juf-

tice, friendfhip, and intelligence, were no other

than the relations of numbers '.

Empedocles admitted four elements, water, air,

earth, and fire. Other Pythagoreans difcovered'

four faculties in the fouP -, all our virtues pro-

ceeded from four principal virtues. As the num-

bers which compofe the facred quaternary pro-

duce, when combined, the number ten, the moll

perfe6t of all •, from this very combination ' ten

g Plut.de Virtut. Mor. t. ii. p. 441. Ariftid. Qiiintil. de

Mufic. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 116. Boeth. de Muf. lib. I, cap. j;.

p. 1373-
*> Sext. Empir. adv. Aritlim. lib. 4, ^ 2, p. 331.
» Ariflot. Metaph. lib. i, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 845. Diogen*

Laert in Pythag. lib. 8, § 53.
k Plut. de Plac. Philof. lib. i, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 877.
» JldJbid.p. 876.
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fpheres were to be admitted in the heavens, though

they contain but nine "\

Such of the Pythagoreans, in fine, as fuppofcd

the univerfe to be animated by a foul, were unable

to give any more fatisfadlory folution of the mo-

tion of the heavens, and the diftance of the celef-

tial bodies from the earth, than by eftimating the

degrees of activity poflefled by this foul from the

centre to the circumference of the univerfe". Now
if we divide this immenfe fpace into thirty-fix in-

tervals, or rather imagine a line extending from the

centre of the earth to the extremities of the pla-

netary world, and divided into thirty-fix parts, at

the diftance of a tone or femitorte from each

other, we fliall have the mufical fcale of the uni-

verfal foul". The celeftial bodies are placed at

different degrees of this fcale, at diftances rela-

tively proportionate to each other, as in the ratios

of the fifth and other confonances. Their

motions, dirccled after the fame proportions, pro-

duce a delightful and divine harmony. The

Mufes, like fo many fyrens, have placed their

thrones upon the ftars ; they regulate the cadenced

motions of the celeftial fpheres, and prefide over

thofe eternal and ravifhing concerts which can be

"» Arillot. Metaph. lib. I, cap. <;. t. ii. p. 845.
" Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 96. Plat, in Tim. p. 36.
** Batt. Remarq. fur Timet, claiu I'Hiftoire dcs Cauifcs Pk-

mleres, t.ii. p. 97.
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heard only in the filence of the paffions ^, and which

are laid to have filled the foul of Pythagoras with

the purefi: delight ^.

The proportions which fome wifhed to eftablilh

between the diflances and motions of the celeftial

fpheres, others pretended to difcover in the mag-

nitude of the planetSj or in the diameters of their

orbits ^

This theory is overthrown by the laws of nature ;

but when it made its appearance, thofe laws were

fcarcely known j and had they been better under-

ftood, men would not have had the courage to re-

nounce the illufions of a fyflem originating in, and

embeliilhed by, imagination.

No: lefs chimerical, but ftill more unintelligible,

is another principle admitted by many Pythago-

reans. According to the obfervations of Heracli-

tus of Ephefus % bodies are in a continual (late of

evaporation and fluidity : the particles of matter

of which they arc compoied are perpetually

efcaping, in order to give place to others, which

will fly off^ in their turn, until the moment of the

difiblution of the whole form.ed by their combina-

f Plat de. Rep. lib. lo, t. ii. p. 617. Ariltot. de Coelo,

lib. 2, cap. 9. t. i. p. 463. Plut. de Anim. Freer, t. ii. p. 1029.

1 Empedocl. ap. Porphyr. de Vita Pytliag. p. 35. Jambl.

cap. ic^, p. ^2.
• Pint. ibid. p. 1028.

Ariilot. de Ccelo, lib. 3, cap. T,t. i. p. 473. Id. Metaph.
lib, I, cip. 6, t. ii. p 847. Ibid. lib. li, cap. 4. p.gj?-

2 tion.



A N A C H A R S I S. 1^1

tion^ This imperceptible motion, but which is

real and common to all fenfible beings, is every

inftant altering their qualities, and transforming

them into other beings which retain only an appa-

rent conformity with the former. We are not to-

day what we were yefterday : to-morrow we fliall

no longer be what we are to-day ". It is with us

as with the Ihip of Thefeus, which we flill preferve,

though the component parts of it have been fre-

quently renewed.

Now, what certain and permanent ideas can

refult from this fluctuation of all things ; from this

impetuous current, this flowing and ebbing of the

fugitive particles of all beings ? What inftant would

you feize to meafure an obje6t which is incefl!antly

incrcafing and decreafing ^ ? Our knowledge of

every kind, variable as the object it embraces,

could therefore pofitfs nothing fixed and ftable

;

for us there could be neither truth nor wifdom,

did not Nature herfclf lay open to us the founda-

tions of fcience and of virtue.

Tt is Nature which, by withholding from us the

faculty of difcovering all the individuals of a fpe-

cies, and permitting us to arrange them under certain

clafl!es, raifes our minds to the contemplation of the

' Plat, in Conv. t. iii. p. 207.

Epicharm. ap. Diog. Laert. in Plat. lib. 3, ^ ir.

* Id. ibid. ^ 10. Plat, iu Thcxt. t. i. p. 152. Jambl. cap. 29;
.136.

Vol* III, M
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primitive ideas of things y. Senfible objects arc

indeed fubject to change •, but the general idea of a

man, a tree, of genera and fpecies, admits of none,

Thefe ideas then are immutable •, and far from

being regarded as fimple abftra6lions of the mind,

Ihould be confidered as adual beings, as the ge-

nuine effences of things *. Thus the tree and the

cube you have before your eyes are but the copy

and image of the cube and tree v^rhich have exifl-

ed from all eternity in the intelleftual world, in

that pure and glorious abode where juftice, beauty,

virtue, and all the prototypes of every fubftance

and every form, have eternally refided.

But what influence can ideas and the proportions

between numbers have on the univerfe ? Intelli-

gence which, according to Pythagoras, penetrates

the parts of matter, is continually employed in

reducing to order and modelling thefe parts, fome-

times in one way, fometimes in another, prefiding

over the rapid and fuccelTive renovation of gene-

rations, deflroying individuals, preferving fpecies,

but conftantly obliged, as fome affirm, to regulate

its ftupendous operations by the eternal propor-

tions of numbers j and, as others fay, toconfultthp

eternal ideas of things, which are to it what a

model is to an artift.

y Pint, de Plac. Phllof.lib. I, cap. 3,1. ii. p. 877.
» Plat, in ParmeB. tt iii. p. 132, 135. Cicer, Orat. cap, 3,

t.i. p. 422.
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After the example of this divine intelligence,

the fage (hould conftantly have his eyes fixed on

one of thefe two principles •, either to produce in

his foul the harmony he admires in the univerfe,

or to imitate in his own perfon the virtues, the

divine effence of which has been the objeft of his

contemplation.

By thus bringing into a clofer point of view a

few of the fcattered outlines of the works you have

before you, I have endeavoured to explain the

particular fyftems of fome of the Pythagoreans.

But the dodlrine of numbers is ib obfcure, fo pro-

found, and fo engaging to minds of little refledion,

that it has given birth to a multitude of opinions.

Some have diflinguiihed numbers from ideas or

fpecies^i others have confounded them with

fpccies, as they, in fact, contain a certain quantity

of individuals ^. It has been faid that numbers

cxift feparately from bodies j it has been alleged

too that they exift in bodies themfelves ". Some-

times number feems to defignate the element of

extent ; it is the fubftance, or principle, and laft

term of bodies, as points are of lines, furfaces, and

all magnitude ^
j fometimes it exprefies only the

form of the primitive element^. Thus the ter-

* Ariftot. Metaphyf. lib. 1 1. cap. I, t. ii. p. 953.
1» Plat, in Phileb.'t. ii. p, 1 8.

<= Ariftot. ibid. cap. 2, p. 993.
•' Id. ibid. lib. 5, cap. 1 et 8 ; lib. 12, cap. 3,

* Id. ibid. lib. 12, cap, 5.

Ma
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reilrial element Jias the form of a fquare ; fire, aiv'

and water, have that of the different fpecies of

triangles, and thefe various configurations fufficf

to explain all the effefts of nature*. This myfte-

rious term, in a word, is in general no more than

an arbitrary fign to exprefs either nature and the

cfTence of the firlt elem.ents, or their forms, their

proportions, their ideas, or the eternal models of

all things.

We mud here obfervc that Pythagoras did not

affirm that all things were formed by the virtue of

numbers, but according to the proportions of num-

bers 2. If, in contempt of his exprefs words, fom.e

of his difciples ^, imputing a real exillence and

fecret virtue to numbers, have confidered them as>

the conftituent principles of the univerfe, they

have fo grofsly negledled to unfold and explain

their fyftem, that we rnufl be obliged to leave

them to their impenetrable profundity.

The obfcuriEy and contradidlions the reader

meets with in perufing thefe produ(5l:ions arife, ift,

from the abftrufenefs with which the queftions are

treated by their authors ; 2dly, from the diverfity

of acceptations in v;hich the words being, jprincipky

caiife, element, fuhjiance, and all the terms made ufe

^ Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 08.

r. Thean. ap. Stub. Eclog. Phyf. lib. i, p. 27.
>> Aviftot. de CceIu, lib. 3, cap. 1, t, i. p. 474, Id, Metapb.

life. 1, cap. 5 ct 6, t. ii. p. 84s ct 848,
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•of in philofophic language, may be taken '
•, 3diy,

from the ornaments with which the early inter-

preters of nature embellillied their dogmas, for,

writing in verfe, they addreflcd themfelves more

frequently to the imagination than to reafon*^;

4thly, from the variety o-f methods introduced

into certain fchools. Several difciplcs of Pytha-

goras, while examining into the principles of

beings, fixed their attention on the nature of our

ideas, and pafTed, almoft without perceiving it,

from the fenfible to the intelletftual world. The

infant fcience of metaphyfics now obtained the pre-

ference over that of natural philofophy, and as

thofe laws of rigid dialeftics which check the

mind in its deviations were not yet formed \ reafon

imperioufly fubllituted her tellimony for that of

the fenfes. Nature, which uniformly tends to

fingle operations'", prefents nothing but multitude

and changes : reafon, which ever attempts to ge-

neralize, beholds nothing but unity and immo-

bility ; and, foaring on the wings of enthufiafm

and imagination ", role from abfcraclion to abftrac-

tion, and reached a height of theory, at which the

moft attentive mind is fcarcely able to fuftain itfelf.

• Aiillot. Metaph. lib. 5, cap. i, &c. t. ii. p. 883, &c, Id.de
Ar.im. lib. i, cap. 7, t. i. p. 627.

^ Id. Meteorcl. lib. 2, cap. 3, t. i. p. 555.
• Id. Metapli. lib. i, cap. 6, p. 84^!. id. ibid. lib. 1 1, cap. 4.

p. 957-'

"' Id. ibid. lib. 7, cap, 16, p. 924.
« Parnicnid. ap. Scxt. Empiric, adv. Logic, lib, 7, p. 39,
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It was more particularly In the Elean fchool

that the art or licentioufnefs of reafoning difplayed

all its refoLirces. There two orders of ideas were

eflablifhed : the firft having bodies and their fen-

fible qualities for their object-, the fecond con-

fidering being purely in itfelf, and unconnefted

with exiflcnce. Hence refulted two methods : the

one founded, as was pretended, on the evidence of

reafon and truth ; the other on that of the fenfes

and opinion". Both proceeded nearly in the fame

fteps. Hitherto the philofophers who availed

thcmfelves of the authority of the fenfes, imagined

they had difcovered that to produce an effe<5t

Nature employed two oppofite principles as earth

and fire. In like manner, the philofophers who

only confulted reafon, employed their meditations

on entity and non- entity, on finite and infinite, on

unity and multiplicity, on equals and uncquals'*.

An immeafurable difficulty was ftill to be fur-

mounted in the application of thefe abftradions,

and the combination of phyfics and metaphyfics.

But if fome have attempted to reconcile thefe,

they have effedbed it with fo little perfpicuity, as

generally to leave their readers ignorant whether

they are fpeaking as natural philofophers or meta-

• Ariftot. Nat. Aufcult. lib. I, cap. 6. t. i. p. 322.
P Ariftot. Metaph. lib. I, cap. 5, p. S46 ; lib. 12, cap. i,

p. 971.
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phyficians. Sometimes we fliall find Parmenides

luppofing neither prodiidtion nor deftruction in

nature ' ; fometimes pretending that earth arid fire

are the principles of all generation ''. We fliall

fee others who admit no kind of harmony be-

tween the fenfes and rcafon, and, attentive only

to internal knowledge, regard external objcdLS but

as fo many fallacious appearances, and as the in-

exhauftible fources of error and inpoflure. Nothing

really exifts, exclaims one of them ; if any thing

did exift, it would be impofTible to know it -, if we

could know it, it would be impofTible to render it

fenrible\ Another, who was intimately perfuaded

that we ought neither pofitively to deny nor afHrm

any thing, was doubtful of his words, and ex-

plained himfelf only by figns ^

I muft give you an example of the mode of

reafoning of thefe pliilofophers : I fliall borrow it

from Xenophanes, the leader of the Elean fchool.

Nothing can proceed from nothing". From

this principle, adopted by all his difciples, it: fol-

lows, that what exifts muft be eternal ; that what

•J Ariftot. de Coelo, lib. 3, cap. i , t. i. p. 473.
r Id. Mctaph. lib. 1, cap. 5, p. 847 ; iNat. Aufuult. lib. i.

cap. 6, t. i.p. 321.
« Gorgias, ap. Ariftot. t. i. p. 12^8. Ifocr. Helen. Lam], t. ij.

p. IIS.
» Arirtot. Mctaph. lib. 4. cap. 5, t.il. p.^i'jS.

" Id. dc Xenoplian, t. i. p. 124.I. Cicer. dc Nat. Dcor. lib. i,

cap. n, t. ii. p. 406. Batt. Hilt, des Cauf. Piem.t, i. p. jsi,

M 4
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is eternal is infinite, fince it has neither beginning

nor end ; what is infinite muft be fingle, for if it

were otherwife it would be feveral ; one part would

be a limit to the other, and it would ceafe to be

infinite ; what is fingle is always fimilar to iifelf.

Now a fingle, eternal, and always fimilar being

muft be immoveable, fmce it can neither pafs into

the vacuum which is nothing, nor into the plenum

which it already occupies. It muft be immove-

able, for if ic were fubjedl to the leaft change,

fomething would happen in it which was not

there before, and overthrow the fundamental prin-

ciple : nothing can proceed from nothing ".

In this infinite being, therefore, which com-

prifes all things, and the idea of which is infepa-

rable from intelligence and eternity '^, there is nei-

ther any mingling of parts nor diverfity of forms,

nor generation, nor deftru^ion "". But how caq

this immutability be reconciled with the fucceffive

revolutions we behold in nature ? They are but

an illufion, anfwers Xenophanes : the univerfe exhi-

bits to us but one moving fcene •, the fcenery exifts,

but the motion is the work of our fenfes. No,

y- Bruck. Hlft. Philof. t. ;. p. 1 148.

y Arlftot. Metaph. lib. i, cap. 5, p. 84.7. Diogen. Laert.

^n Xenoph. lib. 9. § 19. Sext. Empir. Pyrrhon, Hypot. lib. i,

cap. 33'P-S9-
* Arillot. de Coelo, lib. 3, cap. l, 1. 1. p. 473.
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faid Zeno, motion is impoffible. He faid, and

proved it fo as to aftonifh his antagonifts, and rcr

ducc them to filence \

Oh ! my Ion, what ftrange knowledge have

thefe celebrated men, who pretend to have

brought nature under fubjeclion, introduced into

the world'' ! and how humiliating were the ftudy

of philolbphy, if, after beginning in doubt % 'it

muft terminate in fuch paradoxes ! Let us dq

juftice to thofe who have advanced them. In

general they loved truth, and thinking to difcovcr

it by means of abftra<5t ideas, they were led aftray

by implicitly following reafon, with whofe boun-

daries they were unacquainted. When, after havr

ing rim the circle of error, they became better in-

formed, they dill gave thcmfelves up with no lefs

ardour to the fame difcufTions, efteeming them pro-

per to fix the mind, and to acquire a greater pre-

cifion of ideas. It mull not be denied too, that

many of thefe philofophcrs, liule worthy of fo re-

fpedable a name, entered the lifts merely to try

their ftrength, and to fignalize themfelves by

triumphs as difgraceful to the vi61:or as to the

vanquilhed. As realon, or rather the art of rea^

" Aiift. Nat. A'lfcult. lib. ^, cap. 14, t.i. p. 395. Id.

Topic, lib 8, cap. 8, t. i. p. 274.
b Id. Mctaph. lib. !, cap. 2, t. ii. p. 84I.
f Id. ibid. lib. 3, cap. i, p. 858.
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foning, has had its infancy as well as the other

arts, inaccurate definitions, and the frequent abufc

of words, never failed to furnifh new weapons

to fkilful or vigorous difputants. We have

almoft feen the time when, in order to prove that

the words one and feveral may denote the fame

objeft, cavillers might be found to maintain that

a perfon might be but one in quality of man, but

that he might be two in quality of man and mu-

fician **. Thefe abfurd puerilities at prefent infpirc

only contempt, and are wholly abandoned to the

fophifls

It ftill remains for me to mention to you a

fyftem as remarkable from its Angularity as from

the reputation of its authors.

The vulgar fee nothing around the globe which

they inhabit but a vault Ihining with light during

the day, and fparkling with ftars during the night.

Thefe are the limits of their univerfe. That of

fome philofophers has no bounds, and has been

enlarged, almoft in our time, to a degree that over-

awes and terrifies the imagination.

The firft idea was, that the moon was inhabited

;

then that the ftars were fo many worlds, and that

the number of thefe worlds muft be infinite, fmce

none of them could ferve as a boundary or circum-

d Plat, in Pliik'b. t. ii. p. 14.
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ference to the others \ What an extenfive view did

this open at once to the human mind ! Though
we employ eternity itfelf to traverfe the immea-

furable fpace ; borrow the wings of Aurora

;

fly to the planet Saturn, into the heavens

which extend above that planet, ftill fhall we

continually find new fpheres, and worlds accu-

mulating on each other ! ftill fhall we find infi-

nity throughout, in matter, in fpace, in motion,

in the number of worlds and flars that embellifli

them ; and, after millions of years, fcarcely fhall

we be acquainted with a few points of the vaft em-

pire of Nature ! Oh ! how has this fubhme theory

aggrandized the univerfe in our eyes ! And if it

be true that our foul expands with our ideas, and

alTimilates in i'omt meafure with the objecls which it

penetrates, how greatly fhould man pride himfelf

in having fathomed what is in itfelf fo incon-

ceivably profound !

Pride himfelf! exclaimed I with furprife; and

wherefore, moft venerable Callias ? My mind

is overwhelmed at the very idea of this bound-

lefs greatneis, before which all other greatnefs

is annihilated. You, myfelf, all men, are no

more in my eyes than infeds in an immenle

« Xcnoph. ap. Diogen. Laert. lib. 9, § ig. Plut. de Plac.

Philof. lib. I, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 875 ; cap. 5, p. 879; lib. ii.

cap. 13, p. 888. Cicer. de Finib. lib. 2, cap, 3;, t. ii. p. 136,
J.iem. dc I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. ix, p. 10.
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.ocean, in which kings and conquerors are \\

tinguillied only bccaufe they agitate a little more

than otiiers the particles of water that lurroimd

them. At thefe words Callias furveyed nic, and,

.after a moment's refieclion, feizing my hand, re-

plied : My fon, an infed that obtains a glimpfe

of infinity, partakes of that greatnefs which aflo-

;iilhes you. He then refumed his difcourfe.

Among the artifts who have pafied their lives

an compofing and decompofmg v/orlds, Leucip-

pus and Democritus, rejedting numbers, ideas,

harmonical proportions, and that fcafFolding till

then erected by metaphyfics, admitted, after

the example of fome philofophers, only a va-

.cuum and atoms as the principles of all things

;

but they deprived thofe atoms of the qualities

afcribed to them, leaving them only figure and

motion ^ Let us hear Leucippus and Demo-

critus.

The univerfe is infinite : it contains an infinity of

worlds and vortices which are perpetually produc-

ing % perifliing, and reproducing
J but no fupreme

intelligence prefides over thefe ftupendous revolu-

tions, every thing in nature is effeded by mechani-

f MoOiem. in Cudworth, cap, i, § i8, t. i. p. 30. Bruck.
Hift. Philof. t. i. p. 1

1 7 3.

s. Diog. Laert. in Leiicipp. lib. 9, § 30, &c. Id. in Democi:,
ibid. ^44. Bruck. ibid. p. 117^ e.t 1187. ^^^' ^^^ Caufej
Premieres, p. 363.
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fal and Jlmple laws. Do you wifh to know how one

of thefe worlds is formed ? Imagine an infinity fo

eternal, indivlllble, unalterable atoms, of every form

and fize, hurried into an immenfe void by a blind

and rapid motion*'. After multiplied and violent

Ihocks, the mofr unwieldy are detruded and com-

prefied into a point of fpace which becomes the

centre of a vortex ; the mod fubtle fly ofi on every

fide, and llioot to different diftances. In a feries of

ages the former compofe earth and water, the

hitter air and fire. This lad element, confiftino-

of aftive and light globules, extends itfelf like a

luminous dome around the earth : the air agitated

by this perpetual flux of corpufcles. which rife

from the inferior regions, becomes an impetuous

current; and this current hurries along the ftars

which were fucceflively formed within its bo-

fom '.

Every thing in phyfics as well as morals may be

explained by this mechanifm, and without the in-

tervention of an intelligent caufe. It is from the

union of atoms that the fubftance of all bodies is

formed ; it is from their figure and arrangement

that cold, heat, colours, and all the varieties of

^ Aridot. dc Gcner. lib. I, cap. i, t. i. p. 493. Id. de
Coelo, lib. 3, cap. 4, p. 4-^8. Pint, de Plac. Philef. lib. I, tap. 3,

t. ii. p. S77. Cicer. de Nat. Dcor. lib. I, cap. 24, t. ii. p. 416.
• Plut. de Plac. Philof. lib. i, cap. 4, t. ii, p. 878.
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nature arc derived '^

; it is their motion which in-

ceiTantly produces, alters, and deftroys beings ;

and as this motion is ncceflary, we have given it

the name of deftiny and fatality '. Our fenfations,

our ideas, are produced by thin images of every

cbjecl, which are continually detaching themfelves

to affed our organs "". Our foul perilhes with the

body "
, becaufe, like fire, it is only compofed of

fubtle globules, the continuity of which is broken

by death °
; and fince there is nothing real in na-

ture, except atoms and the void p, we are com-

pelled by a ierics of induclions to admit that opi-

nion conftitutes the only difference between vice

and virtue'.

Oh ! my ion, proftrate thyfelf before the Deity ;

deplore in his prefence the wanderings of the hu-

man mind, and vow to be at leaft as virtuous

as thofe philofophers in general were whofe prin-

ciples tended to deftroy virtue -, for it is not in

^ Arlilot. Metaph. lib. i, cap. 4, t. il. p. S45. Diogen.

Lacrt. in Pyrrh. lib. 9, § 72.

' Stob. Eclo,^. Phyf. lib. 1, cap. 8, p. 10.

•" Diojjen. Laert. in Democr. lib. 9? § 44^ Plut. c'e Plac.

Philof. lib. 4, cap. 8, p. 899. Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. i, cap. 38,

t. ii. p. 429.
n Plut. ibid. cap. 7.

° Ariftot. do. Aiiim.lib. i,cap. 2, t. i. p. 619.

P Sext. Etnpir. Pynh. Hypot. lib. i, cap. 30, p. 54. Id.

adv. Log. lib. 7, p. r^gg.

t Cudworth, de juil, et Honril. Notit. ad. Calc. Syft. Intell.

§ 2, t- ii- p. 629. Bruck. Hift. Philof, t. i. p. 1193,
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writings unknown to the multitude, in fyftems ge-

nerated in a heated imagination, or produced by a

reflleilhefs of mind, or by the defire of cele-

brity, that you muft ftudy the ideas entertained of

morals by their authors : it is in their condudl, it

is in thofe works where, attentive only to truth

and public utility, they render that homage to

morals and to virtue which has been conftantly

paid to them in all ages, and in every nation.

»
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CHAP. XXXI.

Continuation of the Library. AJlronomy»

;\LLIAS departed after he had finilhed his

dijcourfe, and Euclid addreffing me, faid,

1 have been long endeavouring to find in Sicily

the work of Petron of Himera, v/ho not only ad-

mitted the plurality of worlds, but ventured even

to afcercain their number \ How many do you

think he reckoned ? One hundred and eighty-

three. Like the EgyptianSj he compared the

iinivcrfe to a triangle^: fixty worlds are ranged

on each of its fides •, and the three others on

the three angles. Governed by the peaceful move-

ment which regulates certain dances among us,

thefe worlds keep gradually approaching and

changing places.- The middle of the triangle is

the feat of truth -, there, 'in a ftate of profound re-

pofe, the affinities and models of all that has bceOj

or is to be, refide. Around tliefe pure eflcnces is

eternity, from the depth of which time proceeds.

' Pint, de Orac. Defect, t. ii. p 422.
» Id de lad. et Ofir. t. ii. p. 373.'

and^
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and, like an intxhauftible ftream, flows and is

diflributed among the multitude cf worlds \

Thefc ideas were not ve'ry remote from the Py-

thagorean fytlem of numbers, and I conjidurc—»•

Here I interrupted Euclid. Before ybur phi-

loiuphers had gone fo hr in Icarch of a number

of worlds, they were acquainted doubtlefs with

the mod minute particulars refpefting that which

we inhabit. I fuppofc that there is not a fingle

body in our heavens, whofe nature, magnitude;,

figure, and motion, they have left undetermined.

That you fliall judge of, anfwered Euclid.

Imagine a circle, a fort of wheel, the circumfe-

rence of which, twenty-eight times larger than that

ot the earth, contains an immenle body of fire in

its concavity. From the nave, the diameter of

which is equal to that of the earth, torrents ..of

light are continually efcaplng that illumine our

world ". Such is the idea we may form of the

fun. We may obtain one of the moon, by fup-

pofing its circumference nineteen times larger than

that cf our globe *. Shall I explain myfelf more

fimply ? The igneous particles which arife from

the earth fly off in the day, and colleft in a fingle

point of the heavens to form the lun •, in the n'ghc

' Pint, dc Orac. Dtfeft. t. ii. p. 422.
• PUit. de Plac. Philof. lib. 2, cap. 20, t I'i. p. S"^.

-
. Stob.

Eclog. Phyf. lib. 1, p. 55. Adiill. Tat. Ifag. ap. Pc;:'v. t. iii.

p. 8..

» Plut. dePlac. Philof. lib. 2, cap. 25, p. 891.

Vol. III. N
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they colled in feveral points, and are converted

into ftars. But as thele exhalations are quickly

confumed, they are perpetually renewed to pro-

cure us every day a new fun, and every night new

ftars y. fxTay it has fometimes happened that, for

want of aliment, the fun has not been lighted for a

whole month ". It is for this reafon that the fun

is obliged to turn round the earth, for if it were

ftationary, it would foon expend the vapours by

which it is maintained \

I liftened to Euclid ; I looked at him with

amazement, and at length faid to him : I have

been told of a people in Thrace, fo grofsly igno-

rant as not to be able to reckon beyond the num- J

ber four ''
: can it be of this people that you re- I

late fuch abfurd opinions ? No, anfwered he, this

is the theory of many of our mod celebrated phi-

lofophers, and, among others, of Anaximanderand

Heraclitus, the moft ancient of whom lived but

two centuries ago. Hypothefes lefs extravagant in-

deed, but equally uncertain, have been fmce main-

tained, fome of which have even produced popu-

lar infurredlions. Anaxagoras having advanced,

in the time of our fathers, that the moon was a

globe of earth nearly fimilar to our own, and the

y Plat, de Rep. lib. 6, t. iu p. 49.8. Plut. ibid. cap. 24.

p. 890. Xenophan. ap. Stob. Etlog. Phyf, lib. I. p. 54c 1

Briick. Hift. Philof. t. i. p. 1 154'. -j

» Plut. ibid. cap. 24. Stob. ibid. p. 5-?.
]

a Ariftot. Mettor. lib. 2, cap. 2 ,t. i.p. 5,51.

fc Id. Probl. fed. 15, t. ii. p. 752.
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fun an ignited (lone, was fufpeftcd of imp-cry,

and compelled to Lave Athens*'. The pecple

wifhcd to have thcfe bodies pl.ccd in the rank of

deities; and our later phc lol'ophers, by occafionally

conformins: to the'r Lnouay.e''^ have dilarmed

fupeiftit on, wh'ch pardons evciy thing, provided

it be not att.icked.

How has it been provec^, fi'd T, that the morn

refembles our eardi ? Ii h..s n.t bo n proved j an-

fvvered he ; it is only prefu.iied. Sjnic'oody had

oblcrved, thai if there were mountains in the moon,

the projtdion cf their fliade might pfJfibly pro-

duce the fpots we fee on its lurtace. An inference

"was inflantly drawn that there were mountains,

valleys, rivers, plains, and cities in the moon*.

The next ftep was to become acquainted w th its

inhabitants. According to X.nophancs, thefe live

in the lame manner as we do on e^rih ^ Accord-

ing to fome dil'ciples cf Pycha oras, the plants in

the moon are more beautiful, the animals fifteen

times larger, and the days fifteen t'mcs longer

than ours ^. A.nd the men, no doubt, faid I, fif-

« Xenorhon. Memor lib. 4, p. 815. Plat Apol. t I. p. 26*

Pint, de buperit. t. li. p. 169. Diogen. Laerc. in Auaxag.
111). 2, § 8.

«* Flut. dc Leo.l^b. 7, t. v. p. 82 1,1"^ c.

« Pint, de Plao. Philof. lib. 2, cap. 13 et 2i:,t. H. p. 88?. ct

891. Stob. EJog. Phyl. lib. I, p. 60. Achil. Tat. ifatx- ap.
Pc'av. t. iii. p. H},. Cicer. Acad. 2, cop. 3;^, t. ii. p. 51. I'roJ.

in Tim. lib. 4, p ^R^.
f Xt-noplian. ap. I^tc^lar.t. Inft.lib. 3, cap. 2^,t. 1 p. 253
e Plut. dc PJ.ic. Philof, lb. 2, cap. 3c, t. ii. p. ^92. Stob.

ibid. p. 60. taleb. PiiCpaf. F.vang. lib.
1
5 • p. B.-j-c;.

N z
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teen times wifer than thofe on our globe. This

idea pleafes my imagination. As nature is ftill

richer in the variety than in the number of diffe-

rent fpecies, I imagine, at pleafure, in the different

planets, inhabitants with one, two, three, or four

fenfes more than we poffefs. I then compare their

men of genius with thofe to whom Greece has

given birth •, and I own to you that Homer and

Pythagoras make but an indifferent appearance in

my eyes. Democritus, anfwered Euclid, has ref-

cued the honour of the human race from this hu-

miliating comparifon. Impreffed perhaps with an

opinion of the excellence of our fpecies, he has

decided that men are every where individually the

fame. According to him we exift at once, and in

the fame manner on our globe, on that of the

moon, and in all the worlds of the univerfe**.

We frequently reprefent the deiti'es who prefide

over the planets in chariots, that being with us the

moft honourable mode of conveyance. The

Egyptians place theirs in boats, their journeys

being generally made on the Nile'. Hence it

was that Heraclitus affigned to the fun and moon

the form of the boat ''. I wave troubling you with

the detail of other conjedlures, no lefs frivolous,

^ Cicer. Acad. 2,cap, 17, t. ii. p. 2).
» Ciiper. Harpocr. p. 14. Caylus, Recueil d'Antiq. t. i. pi. 9.

Montfauc. Antiquit. Fxniiq. Suppl.t. i. pi. 17.

k Pint, de Plac. Phllof. lib. 2, cap. 22 et 27. Tat. Ifag;

cap. if/jSp. Petav.t.ii:. p. 82,
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which men have hazarded on the figure of the

liars. At this day it is pretty generally admitted

that their form is fphericaP. As for their magni-

tude, it is not long fince Anaxagoras aflerted that

the fun was much larger than Pcloponnefus -, and

Hv-Taclitus that it was really no more than a foot

in diameter "*.

You render it unneceflTary for me, faid I, to inter-

rogate you rtfpedling the dimenfions of the other

planets •, but you have at ieail aff;gned them their

ilations in the heavens ?

That arrangement, replied Euclid, has coft

much kbour, and occafioned many difpures to

our phiioiophers. Some place the moon. Mer-

cury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn,

above the earth : fuch is the ancient fyfteni

of the Egyptians" and Chaldeans" ; and fuch the

fyftem Pythagoras introduced into Greece ''.

The opinion mod generally rcce vcd at prefent

arranges the planets in the follow. ng order : The
Moon, the Sun, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter

and Saturn^. The names of Plato, Eudoxus, and

' Arillot. de Ccclo, lib. 2, cap. 8, t. i- p. 461 ; cap. 1 1, p. 463.
"> Pint, df Phu-. Philof. lib. :, cap. zi,t. ii. p. 8.^c.

" Dion. Hift. Rom. lib. ^7, p. 124.
® Macrob. Somn. Scip. cap. 19. Ricciol. Almag. lib. 9,

p. 280.

P Flin. lib. 2, cap. 22, t. i. p. P6. Ccnfor, d- Die. Nat.
cap. 13. Pint, de Creat. Anim. t. ii. p. 1028. Ricciol. Al-
mag. lib. 9, cap. 2, p. 277.

1 Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 58. Id. de Rep. lib. to, t. ii. p. 6 16.

Pliit. de Plac. Philof. lib. 2, cap. 15. De Mund. ap. Ariilot.

t. i. p. 602.

N3
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Ariftotle'', have given a fanction to this fyftem,

which differs only in appearance from the former.

This ditfcrence ari es from a difcovery made in

Epypt, and which the Greeks wifn, in fz)me mea-

fiire, to appropriate to thcmfelves. The Egyptian

aftronomers perceived that the planets Mercury

and Venus, the infeparable companions of the

fun% iire carried wit;h the fame motion as ihat lu-

minary, and are incefiantly turning round him%

Th? Greeks pretend that Pythagoras firft difco-

verM that the flar of Juno or Venus, that brilliant

ilar which fometimes appears after the feit"ng of

the fun, is the fame that at other times precedes his

rifins ". As the Pvihaororeans afcribe the lame

phaenomenon to other ftars and other planets, it

does nor appear that they have conv.ludcd that

Venus m.ikes her revolution round the fun from

the obfervat'on of which they give the honour to

Pythagoras. But it follows from tiie difcovery of

the Egypt'an priefcs, that Venus and Mercury

fhould appear, fometimes above, and fometimiCS

bulow the fun-, anJ that we may, without being

guilty of an error, aiTign them thefe different pofi-

r Troc in Tim. lib 4, p. -yrj.

s Tim. Locr. ap. Piac. t. iii. p. 96. CIcer. Somn. Scip. t. ili.

p. .'.I 2. f

t Macrob. Somn. Sc?p. cap. ig.

" Dioc^en. Lnert. lib. 3, § 14. Pii?vor. np. eumd. lib. (), ^ 2 7,.

R^nb. Eclcir- Piiyf. lib. I, p. 9 J. Pliii. lib. 2, <rap. 9, p.- 75.

Mem. de I'Acad. ries Bell. Lcttr. t. 14, p. 379 et 47S.
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tions ^. Accordingly the Egyptians have not

changed the ancient order of the planets in their

ccleftial planifpheres y.

Singular opinions have been broached in the

Pythagorean fchool. In that woik of Hicetas of

Syraciile, it is maintained that the heavens, the

ftars, the fun, and even the moc;n, are at reft.

The earth alone, by a rapid motion round its axis,

produces all the appearances with wr.ich thofe

bodies prefent us ^ But, in the firft place, the

immobility of the moon cannot be r^^concilcd with

its phirnomena. Befides, if the earth revolved

upon itfelf, a body thrown to a great height would

not fall back on the fame point from v\hich it fen

out; yet experience proves the contrary \ And
how fhall we dare to difturb, with a facrilegious

hand '', the repof: of the earth, fo long confidered

as the centre of the univerfe, the fandluary of the

gods, the altar, the knot and unity of nature*^?

In this other treatife, Philolaus begins by tranf-

ferring to the fire the facred privileges of which he

deprives the earth. This celeftial fire, become

^ Macrob. Somn. Scip. cap. 19. B.ully, Aflron. Ancien,

y Mcm.de I'Acad. dcs Sciences, aiince 1708, Hiil. p. no.
* Thcophr. ap. Cicer. Acad. 2, cap. yj, t, ii. p. 5. L)iogen.

Laert. lib. 8, ^ 85.

= Ariitot. de Coclo, lib. 2, cap. 14, t. i. p. 470.
*> Plut. de Fac. in. Orb. Liin. t. ii. p. 923.
<= Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 97. Slob. Ectog. Phyf, lib. I,

p.51.

N4
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the pabulum of the univerle, occupies its centre.

Around it roll uninterruptedly ten Iphcres •, thofe

of the fu.-!, the nr^oon, the five planets ", that' of

our globe, and that of another earth invilibie to

our optics, though adjoining to us ^. T he fun

ihincs only with a borrowed luilre-i he is no other

th.^n a kind of mirror or crylUi globe, which re-

fleds back on us tiie light of tiic ceicl'tial fire^

This fyftem, which Plato f .meiinics regrets not

having adopted in his works \ is not founded en

obfervations, but folely on ideas of litnels. The

fubftance ot n:., fay its partzans, being purer

than that of earth, muft neceilarily repofe in the

centre of the univerfe, as the mofl honourable ila-

tion s.

It was not thought fufncient to affign to the

planets t'^eir refpecftive places ; the diftances at

which they revolve muft likewife be afcertaincd ;

and in this refearch Pythagoras and his difciples

have exhaufted their imaginations.

The planets, inclu-ing the fun and moon, are

feven in number-, an obicrvation which inftantly

reminded thefe phi lolop hers of the heptachord or

* Prior \o Plate, and in his time, Mercurv. Venus, Mar?,

Jupiter, and Saturn, weie underftood by the word planets.

d St<.b. Eclog. Phyf. lib. i, p. 51. Piut. de Plac. Philof.

lib. 3, cap, II et 13, p. 895.
« Plut. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 20, p. 890. Stcb. ibid. p. 56.

Achill. Tat. Ifag. cap. 19, ap. Petav. t. iii. p. 81.

^ Plut. in Num. t. i. p. 67. Id. in Plat. Quseft. t. ii. p. icc6.

£ Anftot de Coelo, hb. 2, cap. 13, t. i. p. 466.

5
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feven ftringed lyre. You well know that this

lyre CO npr^fes two tetrachords, united by one

co.imon found, and which, in the diatonic genus,

gi»'e the following feries of tones: 5, C, Z), £, F,

G, A. Let us fuppofe the Moon to be reprefented

by 5, Mercury will then be reprefented by C,

Venus by D, the Sun by £, Mars by F, Jupiter

by G, r.nJ Saturn by A\ thus, the diftance of the

Moon B to Mercury C, will be a femitone ; that of

Mercu'y C to Venus D, will be a tone ; that is to

fliy, the diltance from Venus to Mercury will be

double that of Mercury to the Moon. Such was

the firft celeftial lyre.

Two firings were afterwards added to defignate

the in:erval between the Earth and the Moon, and

the diftance from Saturn to the fixed ftars. The
two tetrachords comprifed in this new lyre were

fometimes fuppofed disjun6t, and ftrung according

to the chromatic genus, which gives proportions

between the feries of tones, different from thofe of

the diatonic. Here is an example of this new lyre *•.

FIRST TETRACHORD.

From the Earth to the Moon . . a tone.

From the Moon to Mercury . . a half tone.

From Mercury to Venus .... a half tone.

From Venus to the Sun a tone and a half.

*Plin. lib. 2, cap. 22.
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SECOND TETRACHORD.

From the Sun to Mars a tone.

From Mars to Jupiter a half tone.

From Jupiter to Saturn a half tone.

From Saturn to the fixed ftars a tone and a half.

As this fcale gives Icven tones inftead of fix,

which complete the o6lave, the interval from Sa-

turn to the- fixed frars % and that from Venus to

the Sun, is fometirnes diminifhed by atone, in order

to obtain the moft perfed of confonances. Other

variations have been introduced into the fcale, by

placing the Sun below ^, inftcad of above, Venus

and Mercury.

To apply thefe proportions to the diftances of

the heavenly bodies, each tone is fuppofed to be

equivalent to 126,000 ftadia' *
•, and afiuming this

for an element, there was no d fficulty in meafuring

the fpace between the earth and the ftarry heavens.

This fpace incrcafes or dimmilhes as the calcula-

tor is more or lefs attached to certain harmonical

proportions. In the preceding fcale, the diftance

from the ftars to the fun, and that of the fun from

the earth, are in the ratio of a fihh, or of three

tones and a half ^ but according to another efti-

• Cenfor. de Die Nat. cap. 13.
J« Acliill. Tat. Ifag. cap. 17, np. Petav. t. iii, p. 80,

' Plin. lib. 2, cap, 21, t. i. p. 86.

* 4762 leagues.
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mate, both thefe intervals will only make three

tones, or three times 126,000 {laclia"".

Euclii, perceiving that I hardly liilened to him

with patience, faid laughing. You are not fatisfieJ ?

No, anfvvered I, what, muft Nature be obliged

to change her laws in compliance with your ca-

prices ? Some of your pliiloiophcrs > pretend tliat

fire is purer than earth, and our globe forfooth

muit inltantly refign h;r ftation, and remove

from the centre of the univerfe. Should otiier

theorifts prefer tlie chromatic or diatonic genus

in mufic, the celeftial bodies mud, to gratify

them, recede from or approach each other. la

what Tu^ht do men of real knowledcre view fucli

extravagant reveries ? Somet mes, faid Luclid,

as fports of the imagination " ; fometimcs as the

only rcfource of men, who, inftead of fludying Na-

ture, attempt to guefs at her operations. As for

myfelf, I only wifhed to fhew you by this fpecimen,

th.it our aftronomy was yet in its infancy in the

days of our fo:"efathers "
; nor is its progrefs much

advanced even in the prefcnt age. But, faid I to

him, you no doubt have miathematicians who in-

ceffnntly watch all the revolutions of the planets,

and endeavour to difcover their diftances from the

•" Plin. lib. 2, cap. 2, cap. zi, t. i. p. R6.

" Ariftot. fie Ccrlo, lib. 2, cap. 9, t. i. p. 462.
* Kicciol. Almag. lib. 7, p. 493.



188 TRAVELS OF
earth P

;
you have certainly had fuch obfervers in

the earliefts ages : what has become of the fruit .of

all their labours ?

We have, it mud be conftfied, anfwered he,

long reafoned on the fubjed •, but we have made

very few obfervations, and ftill fewer difcoverics.

If we do pofTefs fome accurate notions re.'peding

the courfe of the ftars, we owe them to the Egyp-

tians and the Chaldeans '', who taught i]s to

form tables which fix the periods of our public

folemnities, and of our ruftic labours. The na-

tions I have mentioned arc? thofe who have paid

attention to mark, the rifing and fctting of the

principal fears, the points of the folftices, as well

as of the equinoxes, and prognoftics which denote

the variations of the weather ". I have collefled

feveral of their calendars, fome of v.'hich are of a

very high antiquity •, others contain obfervations

not applicable to our climate. A fingular circum-

ftance is remarkable in them all, which is, that

they do not always fix the folftitial and equinoc-

tial points to the fame degree of the fame figns of

the zodiac ; an error which arifes perhaps from

? Xenoph. Mcmor. lib. 4, p. 814. Ariftot. de Coclo, lib. 2,

rap. 14, t. i. p. 470,
* Herodot. lib. », cap. 109, Epin. ap. Plat. ii. p. 987.

Ariftot. de Coclo, lib. 2, cap. 12, t. i. p. 464. Strab. lib. 17,

p. 806.
• Theon. Smyrn. ad. Arat. p. 93. Died. Sic. lib. 12, p. 94.

Pclav, Uranol. t. iii.
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fome motions in the ftars hitherto not nnderftood %
or it may be from the ignorance of the obfervers.

Our aftronomers have been employed for the

two lafl: centuries in the conftruftion of thefe tables.

Such has been the employment of Cleoftratus

of Tenedos, who made his obfervations on Mount

Ida i of Matricetas of Methymna, on Mount

Lepetymna-, of Phainus, the Athenian, on Mount

Lycabettus' •, of Dofytheus, Eu6temon ", Democri-

tus *, and others whom it is unnccelTary to name.

The greateft difficulty, or rather the only problem

they had folve, was to bring back our feflivals

to the fame feafons and terms prefcribed by-

oracles and the laws y. For this purpofe it was

neceflfary to fix, as far as poflible, the precife du-

ration both of the folar and lunar year, and fo to

reconcile them as that the new moons, which re-

gulate our folemnities, fhould fall near the cardi-

nal points that mark the commencement of the

feafons.

Various unfuccefsful attempts prepared the way

for the fuccefs of Meton of Athens. In the firft

year of the 87th Olympiad*, about ten years be-

s Freret. Defenfe de la Chron. p. 4S3. Bailly, Aftronom.
Ancieii. p. 191 et 421.

* Theophr. tj^i^I 2>)w. ap. Scalig. de Emend, lib. 2, p. 72.
" Ptolera.de Appar. in Uranol. p. 53.
* Diogen. Laert. in Democr. lib. 9, § 48. Cenfor. de Die

Nat. cap. 18. Scalig. ibid. p. 167.

y Gerain. Elem. Aftron. cap. 6, ap. Petav. t. Hi. p. 18.
* The year 432 before Chdft. See note at the end of the

vol urn Ct
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fore the beginning of the Peloponiefian war*,

Mcton, jointly w.th Eudlemon, whom I have be-

fore meniioned % having obkrved the fummer

folllice, i -nagincd a period of 19 fJar years, con-

taining 235 lunations, and in which the fun and

moon returned to nearly the fame point in the

heavens.

Notwuhfl-anding the farcafms of the comic au-

thors^, his labours'^, or perhaps h's plagiarifms,

were crowned with inoft fignal fuccels ; I fay pla-

giarifms, for it is fuppofed ihat he had found this

period already in ufe among nations more verled

in aftronomy than we then were. Be that as it

may, the Athenians caufed the equino(5tial and

folftitial points to be fculptured on the walls of the

Pnyx**. The beginning of their year correfpond-

ed before this with the new moon which happens

after the winter folllice •, it was now invariably fixed

to that which follows the fummer folftice % and it

was not until this time that their archons or chief

magiftrates entered into office ^ Nor were the

other people of Greece in general lefs ready to

^ Thucyd. lib. 2, cap, 2.

» Ptolem. Map^n. Conriruft. lib. 3, p. 63.
^ Ariftoph. in Av. v. 998.
•= Arat. in A(CT>)a, p. 92. Schol. ibid.

«» Philoch. ap. Schol. Arilloph. ibid. ^lian. Var. Hift.

lib. 10, cap. 7. Suid. in MeVwv.

« Plat, de Leg. i. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 767. Anvicn. Arat. Prognoft,

p. 114.
i Dodwel. de Cycl. dilTcrt. 3, § 35.
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adopt the invention of Meton ^ ; it is at this day

made ufe of in forming the tables, which are fuf-

pended on columns in many cities, and v.'hich

ferve for nineteen years to reprefent in fome mea-

iure the ftate of the heavens and the hiftory of the

year : for the points at which the feaioiis com-

mence are marked on them for e.-.ch year •, as are

predictions of the various changes of the air for

every day **.

Hitherto the obfervations of the Grecian adro-

nomers were limited to fixing the cardinal points

and the rifino; and fettino- of the ftars : but this

alone deferves not the name of aftronomy -, the

objc6t of which is, by long obfervation, to attain

a knowledge of the revolutions of the heavenly

bodies'.

E.idoxus, who died a few years ago, opened

a new field. A long refidence in Egypt had

enabled him to obtain a part of the fecrcts of the

Egyptian priefts -, and he brought home with him

the theory of the planetary motions'', which he

publifhed in feveral of his works. You will find

on that flielf his treatife entitled the Mirror, another

on the velocity of the celcllijl bodies*, another on

£ L»io(j. bic. lib. 12, p 91.
*» Thcoii. Smyrn. in Aiat. /"hxnom. p. 93. Salmas» Excrc»

Pllii. p. 740.
• Bpin. ap. Flat. t. ii. p., 990. •

^ Sciiec. (Tujcil. Nat. lib. 7, cap. 3.

* bimpl. lib. 2, p. 120, ful. vcrfo.

I
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the circumference of the earth, and his PhfErto-

mena ™. I was intimately acquainted with him i

he never fpoke to me of aftronomy but in the

language of enthufiafm. I could wifh, faid he, one

day to approach near enough the fun to be cer-

tain of the figure and magnitude of that luminary,

though it were at the rifk of experiencing the fate

of Phaeton ".

I teftified my furprlfe to Euclid that the Greeks,

pofTelTed of fo much genius as they were, fhould

be obliged to go in quell of information to diftant

countries. Perhaps, faid he, we are not endowed

with the talent of difcovery, and our excellence

inay confift in embellifhing and improving the in-

ventions of others. We are not cerca.n but ima-

gination may be the mod potent obltacle to the

progrefs of the fciences. ^cfides, it is but lately

that we have turned our attention towards the

heavens, whilft the Egyptians and the Chaldeans

have perfevered in calculating their motions for

an incredible number of ages. But the deci-

fions of ailronomy mud be founded on obferva-

tions. In this, as well as in other fciences, truth

arifes out of a multitude of errors, and perhaps it

is better that it fliould be preceded by them, that,

aftiamed of their defeat, they may not again ven-

»" Hipparch. Phnsnom. in Urinol. p, 98,
* Plur, t. ii. p. 1094.

Cure
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ture to make their appearance. Mufl I, in fine,

to gratify your curiofity, betray the fecret of our

vanity ? No fooner are the difcoveries of other

nations tranfplantcd into Greece, than we receive

them like thofe adopted children whom we treat with

the fame kindnefs as our own legitimate offspring,

and to whom we fometimes give the preference.

I did not imagine, fiiid I, that it was permitted

to extend fo far the privilege of adoption ; but

from whatever fource you have your knowledge,

may I be permitted to requeft you to give me a ge-

neral idea of the prefcnt ftate of your aftronomy ?

Euclid then took a fphere, and pointed out to me
the ufe of the different circles of which it was com-

pofed: he fhewed me a celeitial planifphere, on

which I difcovered the principal ftars diflributed

into different con (tell atioris. All the ftars, added

he, revolve in the fpace of one day from eafl to

wefl round the poles of the world. Befides this

motion, the fun, the moon, and the five planets,

have another which carries them from wefl to eafl

in certain intervals of time.

The fun pafTes through the 360 degrees of the

ecliptic in one year, which contains, according to the

calculations of Meton°, 365 days and ^^- of a day *.

° Gemin. Elem.Aftron. ap. Petav. t. iii. p. 23. Cenfor.de
Die Nat. cap. 19. Dodwcl. de Cycl. diflert. i. p. 5.

* See note at the end of the volume.
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Each revolution of the moon contains 29 days, il

hours, 45 minutes. The twelve lunations confe-

quently give 354 days, and fomething more than

the third of a day p. In our civil, which is the

fame as the lunar year, we negledl this fraftion, and

fuppofe only 12 months, fome of 30, others of 29,

in ail 354 days. We next make our civil agree

with our folar year, by means of feven intercalary-

months, which, in the fpace of 19 years we add to

the 3d, 5th, 8tii, nth, 13th, i6th, and 19th years ^.

You have yet faid nothing, faid I, of a kind

cf year, which being in general compofed only of

360 days, is lliorter than the folar, and longer than

the lunar one. Yet we find it in ufe among the

mod ancient nations, and mentioned in your

beft authors : How was it eftabliflied ? why is it

fiill futfered to fubfiil'? It was firft ufed by the

Egyptians, replied Euclid, and founded on the

annual revolution of the fun, which they at firfl:

made too Caon^-, ynth us it received its origin

from the duration of twelve lunations, v/hich we

made all equally to confift of 30 days ". In pro-

cefs of time, the Egyptians added 5 days and

p Petav.de Doft. Temp. lib. 2, cap. lo et 13, p. 58 et 62.

<i Dcdwcl. de Cycl. Differt. 1,^35.
r Herodot. lib. I, cap. 32.
s Ariltot. Hid. Animal, lib. 6, cap. 20, t. i. p. 877. Plin.

lib. 34, cap. 6, t. ii. p. 644.
« Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 4,

» Pttav. dcDod. Temp, lib. i, cap.6et 7. Dodwel. ibid. § 14.
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€ hours to their folar year -, and we, by retrenching

6 days from our lu<iar year, reduced it to ^54,

and fometimes to ^§^ days. I replied: You fhould

have laid afide this kind of year as foon as you

had difcovered that it was defeclive. We never

make ufe of it, faid he, in atlairs relative to the

adminiftration of the ftate, or the intcrefts of in-

dividuals. On lefs important occafions, cuilom

fometimes obliges us to prefer brevity to ac-

curacy of calculation, and no pcrfon is deceived

by it.

I omit the queftions which I propofed to. Eu-

clid refpeding the calendar of the Athenians, and

fhall only relate what he faid to me concerning

the divifions of the day. We learned from the

Babylonians, rcfumed he, to divide the day into

twelve parts ", varying in length according to the

difference of the feafons. Thefe parts or hours,

which name we now begin to give them >", are

marked, for every month on dials, with the length

of the fl-sadow correfponding to each of them *.

You know that, for any given month, the fliade of

the gnomon, when a certain number of feet in

length, gives fuch or fuch a time of day before or

after noon *
j and that when any bufinefs is fixed

" Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 109.

y XcMopii. Mcmor. ii'o. 4, p. 800.
^ Scalig. de Emend. Temp. lib. i, p. 5. Petav. Var. DlfTert.

lib. 7j cap. 9, t. iii. p. 145.
* Sec note at the end oi' the volume.
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for the mvorning or evcn'ng, we appoint the time

by referring to the tenth or twelfth foot of the

fhadow^, and this is the origin of the exprefiion :

What fhade is it^ ? You know likewife that our

(laves are fent from time to time to confult the

public dial, to inform us of the hour'^. However

f.mple this mode may be, attempts are making

to procure us a more commodious method, and

artifts have already begun to invent and make port-

.able dials ''.

Though the cycle of Meton be more accurate

than any preceding one, our modern aftronomers

have difcovered that it (lands in need of correction.

Eudoxus has proved, after the Egyptians, that the

folar year confifts of 365 days 4, and is confe-

quently Hiorter than that of Meton by the -j\ of a

day ^

It has been remarked, that at the time of the

folflices, the fun does not rife precifely in the fame

point of the horizon^: from whence it has been

* Ariftoph. in Ecclef. v. 648. Menand. ap, Athen. lib. 6,

cap. 10, p. 243. Cafaub. ibid. Eubul. ap. Athen. lib. i,

cap. 7, p. 8. Hefycli. in Au^m. Id. et. Suid. in Aexar. Poll,

lib. 6, cap. 8, § 44.
b Ariftoph. ap. Foil. lib. 9, cap. 5, p. 46.
c Athen. lib. 9, cr.p, 17, p. 406, Cafaub. ibid. Euftath, in

Iliad. lib. 24, p. 1349. Hefych. in UipaTg.

^ Athen. lib. 4, cap. 17, p. 163. Cafaub. ibid. Paciaud.

Monum. Pelopou. t. i. p. 50.
e Gcmin. Elem. Aftrcn. ap. Petav. t. iii. p. 23. Strab.

lib. 17. P« 806. Bailly, Hift. de I'Aftron. Ancien. p. 237.
f Simpl. de Ccelo, lib. 2, p. 120,
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concluded, that he has a latitude, as well as the

moon and planets ^ ; and that in his annual revo-

lution he deviates on each fide of the plane of the

ecliptic, which is inclined to the equator, in an

angle of about 24 degrees \

The planets have celerities peculiar to them-

felves, and unequal years '. Eudoxus on his re-

turn from Egypt threw nev/ light on the periods

of their revolutions^. Mercury and Venus com-

plete theirs in the fame time with the fun, Mars

finifhes his in two years, Jupiter in twelve, and

Saturn his in thirty \

The ftars which wander in the zodiac have no

motion of themfelves, but are carried along by

the fuperior fpheres, or by thofe to which they are

attached"'. Aftronomers formerly admitted of

but eight of thclb fpheres ; that of the fixed ftars,

and thofe of the fun, the moon, and the five pla-

nets ". Thefe have been multiplied fince motions

have been difcovered in the celeftial bodies which

had hitherto efcaped obfervation.

1 (hall not obferve to you, that it is fuppofed

e Ariftot. Metapli. lib. 14, p. T002.
•> Eudcm. Rhod. ap. Fabric. Bihlioth. Giaec. t. ii. p, 277.

"Bailly, Hilt, d'i TAftron. Anc. p. Z42 et 466.
' Tim. Locr. ap. Plat. p. 97. Plat, in Tim. p. 39.
^ Seiiec. Qniell. Nat lib. 7, cap. 3.
' Arillot. ap. Siir.pl. p. 120, ful. vcvL De MunJ. ap. Ariftot^

t. i. p. 612.
" Id. de Ccclo, lib. 2, cap. 8, t. 1. p. 461.
" Tim. Locr. de Anim. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 06,

03
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the fiars mufl neceflarily move in circles % folely

becaufe the circle is the moft perfect of figures :

this would be inftrufling you in the opinions of

men, and not in the laws of nature.

The moon borrows her light from the fun ^

;

Ihe hides from us that luminary, when fhe is be-

tween him and us •, and fhe lofes her own light

when v/e are betwten her and him ^. Eclipfes of

the fun and moon no longer terrify the people,

fmce our aftronomers are now able to predi<5t

them.

It is demonftrated in aflronomy that feme of

the heavenly bodies are larger than the earth «;

but I know not whether the diamettr of the fun

be nine times greater than that of the moon, as

Eudcxus has alTerted '. I afiied Euclid why co-

mets were not claiTed in 'the num^ber of plantts or J

wandering liars. They are, replied he, by many

philofophers, amiOng others, Anaxagoras, Democri-

tus, and certain Pythagoreans « : but the hypothe-

cs does more honour to th.eir ingenuity than their

• Simpl. de Ccc!o, p. 120.

P Pythag. ap. I)ic<:. Latrt. lib. S, § 27. Parmen. ?.p. Pint.

In Colot. t. ii. p. 1 1 16. An?.xag< ap. Flat, in Ciat. t. j.p. 400,
Idi de Rep. lib. 10, t. ii. p. 616.

1 Ariftct. de Ccclo, lib. 2, csp. 13, t. i. p. 46O.
1 Id. ibid. lib. 1. Id. Mcttcr. cap. 3, 1. 1, p. 529.
« Archim. in Aran. p. 451. BailJv, Hiil. dc VAfircn. Anc,

p. 238.
« Ariftot. Mfteor. lib. i, cap. 6, t. i. p. 534. Plut, de F'^c,

,

P,i of, lib, 3, cap. 2, p. 893,

1
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fcience ; the grofs errors it involves fufHciently

prove that it is not the fruit of obfervation.

Anaxagoras and DemocritLis fuppofe that a comet

is no other than two planets which by their conti-

guity feem to form only one body ; and the latter

adduces as a proof of this, that when they fepa-

rate, they continue to fhine in the heavens, and

prefent to view ftars before unknown to us. As

for the Pythagoreans, they feem to admit only of

one comet, which appears at intervals, after having

been fome time abforbed in the rays of the fun ".

But what will you reply, faid I, to the Chal-

deans * and Egyptians y, who are indifputably

very accurate obfervers ? Do not they both con-

cur in admitting the periodical return of comets ?

Among the Chaldean aftronomers, faid he, fome

boaft a knowledge of their courfe, others confider

them as vortices which take fire by the rapidity of

their motion *. The opinion of the former can

only be an hypothefis, fmce it fufrers that of the

latter to fubfiil.

If the Egyptian aflronomers have entertained

the fame idea, they have concealed it as a myflery

from fuch of our philofopliers as have confulted

them. Eudoxus has never faid a v/ord of it,

» Ariftot. ibid.

" Senec. QuEft. Nat. lib. 7, cap. 3. Stob. Edog. PIuT.

lib. I, p 63.

y Diod. Sic. lib. i, p. 73.
» Scnec. ibid.

O 4
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either in converrition, or in his works ^. Is

it probable that the Egyptian priefts v/ould have

exciufively referved to themfelves the knowledge

of the path of comets ?

I propofed feveral other queftions to Euclid,

and learned from him that the aftronomers were

divided on almoft all of them, confequent-

ly pofTcfied but little certain knowledge ^ I

interrogated him refpefting the Milky Way

:

he told me that, according to Anaxagoras, it was

a colleftion of ftars, whofe light was partially ob-

fcured by the fhadow of the earth, as if this fha-

dow could reach the ftars j that, according to De-

mocritus, there exifts in that part of the heavens

a multitude of very minute ftars near to each other,

which, by mingling their feeble rays, produce tiiat

whitifti glimmering which we obfcrve there "=.

After Ions: travellins; in the fl:y we returned to the

earth. I obferved to Euclid that we had not brouo;ht

back with us many important truths after fo long

a journey : we ftiall be more fortunate, no doubt,

continued I, by confining ourfelvcs to the globe

we inhabit ; for men muft certainly be perfectly

w^ell acquainted with the place of their refidence.

Euclid allied me how fo ponderous a mafs as

^ Senec. Qiircfl:. Nat. lib. 7, cap. 3.
^ Stob. Eclog. I'hyf. lib. I, p. 62.

^ Arillot. Meteor, lib. I, cap. 8, t. i. p. 538. Pint, de Plac,

Philof. lib. 3, cap. i, t. ii. p. 893.
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the earth could maintain its equilibrium in air; I

have never attentkd to this difficulty, anfwered I. It

is the n^me with the earth, perhaps, as with the ftars

and planets. But, faid he, precautions have been

taken to hinder them from falling, by attaching

them to fpheres extremely folid, but as tranfparent

as cryftal: thde fpheres turn, and the heavenly

bodies revolve with them: but we fee nothing

around us by which the earth can be fufpended.

Why therefore does it not plunge into the depth

of the furrounding fluid ? Some fay the reafon is,

becaufe it is not on every fide environed by air.

The earth is like a mountain, the foundations or

roots of which extend themfelvcs into the infinite

profundity of fpace''. We occupy the fummit of

this mountain, and may deep on it in fafety.

Others flatten the under part of it, that it may

refl: on a greater number of columns of air, or

float upon the waters. But in the firft place it is

almofl: proved to be of a fpherical form^ Be-

fides, if we make choice of air to fuftain it, that

is too weak -, if of v/ater, it may be aflced what

does that refl upon*^? Our natural philofophers

have lately difcovercd a more fimple method of

calming our apprehcnfions. By virtue of a gene-

^ Ariftot. dc Ccclo, lib. ?, cap. 13, t. I. p. 467.
« Id. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 7, t. i. p. 566. Id. dc Coclo, lib. 2,

fap. 14, t. i. p. 471.
f Id. dc Ccclo, ibid. p. 467.
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ral law, fay they, all heavy bodies tend towards

one given point, which point is the centre of thQ

nniverfe, the centre of the earths. All the confti-

tuent parts of the earth, therefore, inftead of fly-

ing off from this centre, are continually preffing

againft each other to approach it''.

Hence it is eafy to conceive that the inhabitants

of this globe, and particularly thofe named Anti-

podes ', may adhere to it without difficulty, what-

ever pofition we affign them. And do you really

believe, faid I, that there are men with their feet

oppofite to ours? On that fubjeft I ki;iow not

"what to fay, anfwered he. Though feveral au-

thors have given us defcriptions of the earth*, it

is certain that no man has ever yet travelled over

it, and that our knowledge is confined to a very in-

confiderable portion of its furface. It is impoffible

to refrain from laughter, when we hear lome philo-

fophers advance, without the fmalleft: proof, that

the earth is every where furrounded by the ocean,

and that Europe is as large as Ana*.

When I enquired of Euclid what were the

countries known to the Greeks, he win:ied to refei;

me to the hiilorians I had read ; but I urged him

I Ariftot. de Ccclo, lib. 2, cap. 14, t. i, p. 470.
^ Piat. in Phssdon. t. i. p. icg.
» Diogen. Laert. lib. 3, cap. 24 ; lib. 8, cap. 26,
* Ariltot. Meteor, lib. i, cap. 13, t. i. p. 5.15.
' Hcrodot. lib. 4, cap. 8 ct 56.

'
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with fo much earneftnefs, that he at length conti-

nued as follows : Pythagoras and Thales firft di-

vided the heavens into five zones •, two frozen,

two temperate, and one expending to a certain

diftance on each fide of the equator"'. In the

laft century, Parmenides transferred the fame di-

vifion to the earth " : it is marked on the fphcre

you have before you.

Men can only fubfift on a fmall part of the

furface of the terraqueous globe, the extremes of

heat and cold not allowing them to inhabit the

regions near the poles, or thofe adjoining to the

equino^lial line"i they have multiplied only in

temperate climates : but many geographical maps

have erroneoufly given a circular form to the por-

tion of the earth which they occupy -, the habitable

world ftretches to a much lefs diftance from fouth to

north, than from eafl: to weft ''.

To the north of the Euxine fea we find the

Scythian nations •, foms of which cultivate the

earth, and others wander over their vaft domains*

The countries ftill farther are inhabited by different

nations and tribes, and among others by the anthro-

pophagi. . . . Who are not Scythians, faid I haftily.

I know it, replied he ; and our hiftorians liave

•" Stob. Ecl(ig. Phyf. lib. i, p. 53.
" Strr.h. b'h, i, p. 94..

• Ariiiol:. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 9, t. i. p. 562. Diogcn. ct

Anaxag. np. Stub. Eclog. Pl.yf. lib. J, p. 3+.
P Ariilot. ibid.
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properly diflinguiflied them from them ''. Beyond

this b..rbarous people, we fuppofe there are im-

mcnfe defertsr.

To the tail, the conquefls of Darius have made

us acquainted with the nations which reach as far as

the Indus. It is faid that beyond that river there

is another country as extenfive as ail the reft of

Afla^ It is India, a very fmall pare of which is

fubjedt to the kings of Perfia, who annually draw

from it a confidcrable tribute in gold duft^ Of
the remainder we have no knowledge.

Towards the north eaft, beyond the Cafpian

fea, dwell feveral nations, the names of which

have been tranfmitted to us, with the additional

circumftance, that fonie of them fleep fix months

together ", that others have only one eye *, and

others again the feet of goats y; you will judge

from thefe flories of our geographical know-

ledge.

To the weflward, we have penetrated as far as

the pillars of Hercules, and have a confufed idea

"of the nations inhabiting the coafts of Iberia i but

to the interior parts of the country v/e are utter

1 Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 18.

' Id. ibid. cap. 17.

» Ctefias ap. Strab. lib, 15, p. 68g.
t Herodot. lib. 3, cap. 94,
» Id. lib. 4, cap. Z'^.

X Id. lib. 3, cap. 1 16.

y Id. lib. 4, cap. 2j,



A N A C H A R S I S. 205

llrangers *. Beyond thefe pillars is a fea, called

the Atlantic, which from appearances extends as

far as the eaftern parts of India "^ ; it is frequented

only by the fliips of Tyre and Carthage, which

are afraid even to venture out of fight of land

;

for after polling the Ilrait, feme defcend towards

the fouth, and fail along the coafts of Africa;

others turn to the northward, and go to barter

their merchandize for the tin of the Caffiterides

iQands, the pofition of which is unknown to the

Greeks^.

Several attempts have been made to extend

geography to the fouthward. It is pretended

that by* order of Necos, who reigned about two

hundred and fifty years ago in Egypt, fome vef-

fels, manned with Phoenicians, took their departure

from the Arabian gulph, made the circuit of Africa,

and returned, after a voyage of two years, to Egypt,

by the llraits of Cadir* ^ It is further alledged that

other navigators have doubled this part of the

world *'i but thefe enterprifes, fuppofing the ac-

counts we have of them to be true, have been no

farther profecuted. Commerce was unable to re-

^ Strab. lib. I, p. 93.
» Arlftot. de Coelo, lib. 2, cap. 14, p. 472.
'' Hciodot. lib. 3, cap. 1 15. Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr,

t. six. p. 158.
* The modern Cadiz..

« Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 42. Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr.

t. xxviil. p. 309.
^ Strab. lib. 2, p. 58.
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peat fuch long and dangerous voyages, in the

hope of precarious advantage. Merchants have

fince contented themfelves with frequenting the

eaftern and weftern coafts of Africa ; and on

the latter the Carthaginians have eftabliflied a con-

fiderable number of colonies ^ As for the inte-

rior parts of that vaft country, we have heard of

a route that entirely croiTcs it from the city of

Thebes in Egypt to the pillars of Hercules ^ It

is afierted likewife that fevcral great nations exift

in that part of the earth, but we are not told their

names-, and you will naturally imagine, after what

I have faid, that they do not inhabit the torrid

2one.

Our rhathematicians pretend that the circum-

ference of the earth contains four hundred thou-

fand ftadias : I knov/ not whether this eflimate be

juft, but I am very fure that we are fcarcely ac-

quainted with one quarter of that circumference.

« Hann. Peripl. p. 2. Scyl. Caryand. p. 53, ap. Geograpb.

Min. t. i. Strab. lib. I, p. 48.
f Herodot. lib. 4, cap 181. Mem. de 1'Acad, des Bell. Lettr.

t. xxviii. p. 303.
i Ariftot, dc Ctelo, lib, 2, cap, 14. t. i. p. 472*
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CHAP. XXXII.

Ar{flippus,

THE day following my converfation with

Euclid, it was reported that Ariftippus of

Cyrene, whom I had never feen, was juft arrived

at Athens. After the death of his mailer Socra-

tes, he travelled into different countries, where he

obtained the mod illuftrious reputation ^. Many
confidcred him as an innovator in philofophy, and

accufcd liim of attempting to eftablifh a mon-

ftrous alliance between v'rtue and voiuptuouf-

nefs
',

yet lie was every v/here fpoken of as a man

of luperior iinderftanding.

No fooner was he arrived than he opened his

fchool ' : I introduced myfelf among the crov/d ;

and in a private converlation which I had with

liim, he gave me nearlv the following; account of

his fyftem and his condufl ^.

^ DJogen. Laert. in Ariftipp. lib. 2, § 79, &c. Vitruv. in

Pixf. lib. 6, p. 102.

* Diogen. Laert. in jEfchfn. lib. 2, § 62.

^ Menzius in Ariftipp. Bruck. Hiftor. Philof. t. i. p. 584.
Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxvi. p. i.
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When young, the reputation of Socrates dreV

me to hear him', and the fublimi:y of his doc-

trine retained me near his perfon ; but as it ex-

acted facrifices of which I found myklf incapable,

I conceived that, without deviating from his prin-

ciples, I might difcover a more commodious path

within my reach, by which I might attain the fum-

mit of all my wilhes.

He would frequently fay to us, that as we are

unable to comprehend the efTence and qualities of

things external to us, we are continually liable to

mifbake o-ood for evil and evil for crood™. This

refledlicn ailonifned my indolent mind •, placed

between the objects of my hopes and fears, I was

obliged to make a choice, v/ithoiit having it in my
power to confide either in the appearances of thefe

objects, from their uncertainty, or in the teftimony

of m.y fs^nfes, which are fo deceitful.

I examined my own mind, and was ftruck with

that propenfity to pleafure, and that averfion to pain,

which Nature had implanted in my heart, as in-

fallible and manifed tokens to fignify to me her

intentions". For if thefe aifedions be criminal,

why has Ihe beflovved them on me ? If they be

' Pint, de C:iviof, t. ii. p. 516. Dio"-en. Laert. in Aiiftipp.

lib, 2, § 65.
"• Xciioph. PJcmor. lib. 3, p. jr^y ; lib. 4, p. 79^'. Hat. in

Men. t. ii. p. 88.

•» Diugen. Ai-iflipp. lib. 2, ^ 88.

5 no^
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not, why fhouid they not ferve to dired me in my

choice ?

I had juft feen, it may be, a piflure of Parrha-

•fius, or heard an air of Timothcus : Was it ne-

ceflary to know wherein colours and founds con-

fift, to juftify the delight I had experienced ° ?

and might I not juftly conclude that this mufic

and this painting poiTefTed, for me at leaft, real

merit ?

Thus did I accuftom myfelf to judge of all

objeds by the imprelTions of joy or forrow which

they made upon my mind, to feek as ufeful fuch

as procured me agreeable fenfations % and to

avoid as injurious whatever produced a contrary

effeft. But remember that while I exclude both

the fenfations which ajEHiil the foul, and thofe

wJiich tranfport it beyond itfclf, I make happi-

nels foicly to confift in a feries of pleafmg emo-

tions, which agitate without fatiguing it; and that

to exprefs the charms of fuch a fituation I call it

pica lure''.

Taking for the rule of my conduft this inter-

nal feeling, thefe two fpecies of emotions I have

mentioned, I refer every thing tofelf : I am con-

nedled with tlie reft of the univerfe by the fole tie

of perfonal intereft, and conftitute myfjlt the

° Cicer. Acad. 2, cap. 24, t. ii. p. 32.
P Diogen. Laert. in Arillip. lib. 2, § 86.

< Ciccr. de Fin. lib. 2. cap. (5, t. ii. p. 107.

Vol. III. P,
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centre and ftandard of all things '

; but, however

illuftrious this ftation, I cannot remain in it iri

peace, unlefs I adapt myfelf to the circumflancrt

of time, pluce, and perfons'. As I wifh not to

be pained either by regret or inquietude, 1 banifh

far from me the ideas of the paft and future *

;

I live entirely for the prefent'*: when I have ex-

haufted the pleafures of one climate, I fiy to reaip

ifrcili han/eft in another. Yet though a ftrangcr

all nations ^, I am the enemy of none : I enjoy

their advantages, and I refpe6l their laws •, but

even did no fuch laws exift, a philofophcr v/ould

be careful not to difturb public order by the no-

velty and boldnefs of his maxims, or by the ir-

regularity of his condud ^.

I fhall now proceed to communicate to you my
lecret, and lay open to you that of almolt all

men. The focial duties appear to me to be no

more than a continual feries of exchanges. I do

nothing v/ithout looking for an advantageous re-

turn : T make a commerce of my genius and

knowledge, of my attention and complaifance •,

I do no injury to my fellow-creatures •, I refpcft

them when I ought j I render them fervices when

* Diogen. Laert. in An'lh'p. lib. 2, § 9J.
* Diogen. Laert. in Ariltip. lib. 2, ^ 66. Homt. lib. I,

cpift. 17, V. 23.
' Athen, lib, 12, cap. 11, p. 544.

itlian. Var. Hift. lib. 14, cap. 6.

* Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 736.

y Diogea. Laert. ia Ariitip. lib. 2, § 6lf»
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I can ; I leave them in pofTeffion of all their

claims, and I excuTe their weakneiTes. Nor are

they ungrateful •, my principal in this commerce is

always repaid mc with ample intereft.

I have thought it proper, however, to banirti

thofe forms which are ftyled delicacy of fentiment,

and greatnefs of conduct. I had difciples, and I

required pay from them : the Socratic fchoool was

aitonifhed at this *, and exclaimed loudly, without

perceiving that it thus attacked the liberty of com-

merce.

The firlt time T appeared before Dionyfius,

king of Syracufe, he afked me what brought me

to his court. I anfwered : The hope that I may be

able to exchange your favours for my knowledge,

my wants for yours =*. He accepted the bargain,

and prefently diftinguilhed me from the other phi-

lofophers at his court *".

I here interrupted Ariftippus. Is it true, faid

I, that this preference drew on you their hatred ?

I know not, replied he, whether they experienced

that painful fentiment : as for me, my heart is

fteeled againft it, as well as againft other violent

pafTions, more fatal to thofe who give way to them

than to the perfons who are their obiedts*^. I

^ Diog. Laert. in Arillip.lib. i, ^ 6^.
» Id. ibid. ^ 77. Horat. Epiil. 17, lib. I, v. 20.
> Diopfcn. Lacrt, ibid. ^ 66.

^ Id. ibid. § 91.

Pa
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never envied any thing but the death of Socra-

tes" •, r.nd I took no other notice of one who in-

fiilted and endeavoured to irritate me than coolly

to fay to him : I withdraw ; for if you poiTefs the

power of uttering ill language, it is in my power

not to hear it ^.

And in what light, faid I, do you view friend

-

Ihip ? As the moil fubiime and the moil danger-

ous of the gifts of heaven, anfwered he : its en^

joyments are delicious, its vicifTitudes tremendous j

and ought a wife man to exj^ofe himfelf to loflt's

the bitternefs of v/hich would empoifon the r<i-

mainder of his life ? You will learn from the two

following anecdotes with what moderation I gave

way to this fentiment.

I was in the ifland of jEgina, when I learnt that

my dear mailer Socrates was condemaed ; that ht

was in prifon : that the execution v/as delayed for

a month \ and that his difcipies were permitted

to vifit him ^ If it had been in my power to

have freed him from his chains, I would har^

flown to his afiiftance ; but I could do nothing'

for him, fo I remained at iEgina- This is a con-

fequence of my principles j v^hen the misfortune

* Diogen. Laert. in Ariftip. lib. 2, § 76.
' Id. ibid, ^ 70.

^ Plat, in ^^hardon. t. i. p. 59, Demetr. ds Elocut, cap. 306.
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of my friend is irremediable, I fpare myfclf the

pain of feeing him fuffer.

I had formed an intimacy with /Efchines, who,

like myfelf, was a difciple of that great man. 1 loved

him for his virtues-, perhaps too, becaufe he owed

me obligations ^, and perfcrrcd m.e even to Tlato''.

Some difference happened between us. What is.

become, faid fome one to me, of your mutual

friendlliip ? It Aeepcth, replied I ; but it is in my

power to av/aken it. I went to iEfchincs : We have

been foolilli, faid I to him ; do you think me lo

incorrigible as not to nicrit pardon ? AriHippus,

anfwcred he, ycu furpafs mc in every thing: Jl is

I who am in the wrorg, and you are the firil to

make advances'. We embraced each other, and I

got rid of the little uneafmefs our coolncis had oc-

cafioned.

If I miilake not, rejoined I, it fUlov/s from your

fyllem, that v/e fliOLild admit of convenient intima-

cies, and banifh that friendiliip whicii renders us

fo fufceptiblc to the fuiferings of ethers. Bai.ifu!

replied he, hcfitaiing. Be it fo ! 1 Ihall f.y v/ith

tiic Phccdra of Euripides : It is you \^\vj have

pronounced the word, not i
^.

£ Diop-en. Lacrt, in JEicliin. lib. 2, § 61.
^ Id. ibiVl. § 6c.
" Plu. dc IrA, t. ii.p. 462. DIo:;'.'n. Lacrt. in Ariftip.Iib. «.

i^^- ....
^ Eiinpid, in Hippol. v. 352.
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Ariflippus knew that the Athenians had been

prepofleffed againft him j and as he was always

ready to anfwer to the cenfures of thofe who dif*

approved his conduft, he prefied me to give him

an opportunity to juftify himfelf.

You are accufed, faid I, of having flattered a

tyrant, which is a horrid crime. He replied : I

have explained to you the motives of my vifit to

the court of Syracufe, which was then full of

philofophers, who were fetting themfelves up for

reformers. I adopted the charafter of a courtier,

v/ithout laying afide that of an honeft man. I ap-

plauded the good qualities of the younger Dio-

nyfius ; I neither blamed nor commended his de-

feats, nor was it proper for me to do lb ; I only

knew that it was eafier to endure than to correct

them.

My indulgent and eafy charadler infpired him

with confidence : a few happy repartees, which

fometimes efcaped me, amufed his leifure mo-

ments. I never betrayed the truth when he con-

fulted me on important queftions. As I wifhed him

to know the extent of his duties, and to reflrain

the violence of his difpofition, I often faid in his

prefence, that a well informed man differs from

another who is not fo, as a courfer, docile to the

bit» differs from an ungovernable horfc^.

' Diogen, Laert, in Ariftip 1 ib 2, ^ 69.
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On the fubjedt of his /node of government I

fpoke with freedom fometimes with indifcretion.

Soliciting him one day for a friend, he would not

hearken to me. I fell on my knees, and was

cenfurcd by fome for my fervility. My anfwer

was : Is it my fault if this man has his ears in his

feet "^ ?

Whilft I was one day requelling Dionyfius in

vain to grant me fome favour, he thought proper

to offer one to Plato, who did not accept it. I

faid aloud : The king runs no rill^ of ruining him-

fclf; he gives to thofe who refufe, and refufes

thofe who afk "

.

t He often propofed problems to us, and fud-

denly interrupting us, gave the folution of them

himfelf. He once faid to me : Let us difcufs fome

queilion in philofophy •, begin.—What, faid J, for

you to have the pleafure of concluding, and of

teaching me what you fay you wifh to know.

He was piqued, and at fupper ordered me to the

bottom of the table. The next day he alked me
how I had found that place. You intended, no

doubt, anfvv^ered 1, to make it for a fhort time the

mofb honourable ^

"" Diogen. Laert. in Ariftip. lib. 2, § 79. Sulci, in 'A^iVjff.

" Plut in Dion. t. i. p. 965.
• Hcgefand. ap. A;hcn, lib. 12, cap. li, p. 544. Diogen.

Lacrt, ibid. J 73.

P4
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You are dill further reproached, faid I, with

your tafte for riches, for oftentation, good cheer,

women, perfumes, and every fpecies of fen-

fuality P. That I brought with me into the

world, replied he ; and I thought that by exer-

cifing it with moderation, I fliould at once fatisfy

both nature and reafon. I enjoy the comforts

of life, and difpenfe with them without difficulty.

I have been feen at the court of Dionyfius clad in

a purple robe "^ ; but in other places I have worn

fometimes a garment of the wool of Miletus, and

fometimes a home-fpun cloke >".

Dionyfius treated us according to our wants.

To Plato he gave books ; to me he gave money s,

which did not remain long enough in my hands

to foil them. I paid fifty drachmas * for a par-

tridge, and faid to fome one who exprefTed his

furprife ; Vv^ould not you have given an obolus -f

for it ?—Certainly.—Weil, then, I think no more

of thefe fifty drachmas than you would of an

obolus'.

I had laid up a certain fum of money for my

journey into Libya : my flave who carried it was

f Athen. lib. 12, cap. li.p, 544.
1 Diogen, Laert. in Arilbp. lib. 2, § 78.

' Id. ibid. § 67. Pint, de Fovt. Alex. t. ii, p. 3 :o.

* Dicgen. Laert. in Aviftip. lib. 2, § 8 1.

* Forty-five Hvres (i). I's. 6d.)

^ Three fols (three halfpence).

t Diogen. Laevt. iu Arillip. lib. . 2, § 66.
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unable to keep up with me •, I therefore ordered

him to throw part of this heavy and Incommodious

metal into the road ".

An accident deprived me of a country houfa

that I was very fond of. One of my friends en-

deavoured to confole me. Be not uneafy, faid I

to him i I pofTefs three others, and am more fa-

t'.shcd with what I have left than grieved at what

I have loll ; it is for children only to weep and

throw av/ay all their play-things v/hen one is

taken away from them".

After the exaniple of the mod rigid philofo-

phers, I prefent myfelf to Fortune like a ball, that

fne may roll about at her plcafure, but which giving

her no hold is incapable of being injured. Does

ilic pi.;ce herielf by my fide, I itretch out my hands

to her: does Hie fpread her wings to take her

flight, I render back her gifts, and fuffer her to

depart >'. She is a capricious female, whofe ca-

prices frequently amufe, but can never afflid:

me.

The liberality of Dionyfius enabled me to keep

a good table, to wear elegant clothes, and be

ferved by a great number of Ibves. Many

« Diogen. Laert. lib. 2, § 77. Horat. lib. 2, fat. 3, v. lo,
^- I'lut. ck Aniiii. Tvauquil. t. ii. p. 469,
y Uoiat. lib. 3,ud. 29, v. ^^ ct 54.
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philofophers, who profefied a more rigid morality,"

loudly condemned me *
^ to which I anfwered only

by pleafantries. Polyxenus, who imagined his

wind to be the repofitory of every virtue, found me

one day with fome handfome women, and making

preparations for a great fupper. He inveighed

againft me with all the bitternefs of philofophic

zeal ; I fuficred him to go on, and when he had

done talking, propofed that he ihould ilay with us

:

he accepted the invitation, and foon convinced ii»

that if an enemy to expence, he was as fond of

good living as his corrupter ^.

In fine, for it is impofllble for me to juflify my
do6lrine better than by my aftions, Dionyfius fent

for three courtezans, and gave me my choice of

one. I carried them all off, alleging, that the

preference which Paris gave to one of three god-

delTes had coft him too dear. I afterward refletled,

that the pleafure of poffefTing their charms would

not be equal to that of fubduing my paffions, and

-fending them home, returned quietly to my own

houfe ''.

Ariftippus, faid I, you have entirely fubverted

every idea I had before entertained of your doc-

* Xenoph. Memor. p. 733. Athcn. lib. 1 2, p. 544. Diogen.
Laert. lib. 2, § 69.

" Diogen. Laert. ibid. § 76
*» Athen. lib. 12, cr.p. 11, p. 544. Diogen. Lacrt. lib, ?.

I 67.
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trine. I bad undcrftood that your philofophy re-

quired not ib much as an effort-, and that, ac-

cording to your principles, the voluptuary might

abandon himfelf without refcrve to all the enjoy-

ments of the fenfcs. And could you ferioufly ima-

gine, anfwered he, that a man who confiders the'

ftudy of morality as the molt effential of all others ^^

who has nerrlccted geometry and other fciences

merely bccaufc they have no immediate tendency

to improve manners ''

; that an author from whom
Plato is not afliamed fometimes to borrow maxims

and ideas "
; that a difciple of Socrates, in fine,

could have opened fchools of profcitution in many

of the Grecian cities, without drawing on himfelf

the vengeance of even the moft corrupt magiftratcs

?.nd citizens !

The name of pleafure, which I give to the

internal fatisfacSlion which renders us happy, has

offended thofe fupcficial minds who attach them-

felves to words more than to realities. Certain

philofophers too, forgetting their profefled love of

juftice, have given fandtion to this prejudice, jufti-

fic-d perhaps by the extravagancies of fome of my
ciifciples : but does a principle of intiinfic excel-

« Diogen. Laert. lib. 2, p. 79.
* Arillot. Metaph. lib. 3, cap. 2, t. ii. p. 86«.
* Tlieopomp. rp. Athen. lib. il,p. 508.
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lence lofe its value becaufe it is poffible to dra^*""

from it falfe conclufions ^ ?

I have explained to you my do6lrine. I admit

as the ible inftruments of happinefs, thole emo-

tions which agreeably afteul us j but I wifn them

to be reprciTcd the indant they are likely to pro-

duce trouble and diforder s : and furely nothing

evinces more courage than to prefcribc limits ac

once to our privations and enjoyments.

Antifthenes attended the lectures of Socrates at

the fame time with me : he was born melancholy

and auftere; I cheerful and liberal. He pro-

fcribed pleafures, and dared not enter the liils

with the pafiions, which produce in us a delicious

languor. I found it more beneficial and more

glorious to vanquilh than to excite them -, and, in

fpite of their reluctance, dragged them in my train

like flaves deilined to ferve me, and aid in enabling

me to fupport the burthen of life. We followed

different paths, and this is the fruit we have

gathered from our Labours. Antifthenes thought

himfeif happy, becaufe he imagined himfelf wife ;

I think myfclf wile, becaufe I am happy ^,

It v/iil be one day laid, perhaps, that Socrates

' Ariilot. apud Ciccr. Jc Nat. Door. lib. 3, cap. 31,1. ii,

p. 51Z.

S Dogen. Lncrt. in Ariflip. I:!). 2, ^ 75.
•> Batt. Mem, de TA-Lid, des Ucll. Lctlr. t. xxvj. p, 5.
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and Ariftippus, both in their condu<5t and their

dodlrine, Ibmetimes deviated from ordinary rules

;

but pofterity no doubt will add, that they com-

penfated for thefe little errors by the truths with

which they have enriched philofophy".

* Cicer. de Off. lib. i, cap. 41, t. iii. p. 221.

I
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CHAP. XXXIII.

parrels of Dionjfms the I'omgeri King of Syrccufe^

and his Brother-in-law Dion. Voyages of Plato

ijito Sicily *.

SINCE I had been in Greece I had vifited

the principal cities, and been a lpc6tator of

thofe grand folemnitics which colled together its

different nations. Not fatisfied with thefe expe-

ditions, Philotas and I refolved to examine all its

provinces with more attention, beginning with

thofe of the north.

The evening before our departure we fupped

with Plato, to whofe houfe I went in company

with Apollodorus and Philotas. We there found

his nephew Speufippus, fcveral of his old difci-

ples, and Timoth^as the celebrated general.

We were informed that Plato was clofetted with

Dion of Syracufe, who had lately arrived from

Ptloponnefus, and who, when banifhed his coun-

try fix or feven years before, had made a conO-

* ,Ste note at tbe end of ibe volucae.
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<ierably long ftay at Athens. In a few minutes

they joined the company. Plato feemcd to m«
at firll diflurbed and thoughtful ^ but he fooa

recovered his ferenity of countenance, and ordered

the table to be ferved.

Decency and neatnefs prcfided at this encertain-

inent. Timotheus, accudomed in camps to hear

pf nothing but fiegcs, battles, and evolutions,

and in the mixed companies of Athens only of

the navy and taxes, was fenfible of the full value

of a converiation maintained without exertion, and

inltruftive without being tirefome. With a fig;h

he would fometimes exclaim :
" Ah ! Plato, how

happy are you"" !" The latter apologizing for the

frugality of our repaft, Tiniotheus anfwered :
" I

know that the fuppers of the academy procure a

delightful deep, and a Hill more pleafing awak-

ing^"

Some of the guefts withdrew betimes, and

Dion foon followed them. We had all admired

his deportment and converfation. He is now,

faid Plato, the vidlim of tyranny : he will one day

perhaps be that of liberty.

Timotheus prefied him for an explanation.

PoirelTing as I do, faid he, the grcateft efteem for

Dion,, I am dill a flranger to the real caufcs of

^ vElian. Var. Hift. lib. 2, cap. lo.

' Id. ibid. i8. Athen. lib. lo, p. 419.
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his exile, and have but a confufcd idea of tlie

intrigues that difturb the court of Syracufe. I

have been but too near a witnefs to thefe convul-

fions, anfwered Plato. Formerly no man felt

more indignation at the fury and the injuftice fome-

times dii'played in our popular aflemblies : but

how much more dreadful and dangerous are thofe

cabals, which, under the appearance of a perfect

caliD, are perpetually fermenting around the throne,

in thofe elevated regions, where to fpeak the truth

is criminal, and to render it agreeable to the prince

a ftiU greater crime-, where favour jultifies the

villain, and difgrace renders the virtuous man cul-

pable ! We might perhaps have been able to re-

llore the king of Syracufe to a fenfe of truth and

jufcice, but he was vilely deceived and corrupted.

It is not the fue of Dion I deplore, it is the un-

happy deftiny of all Sicily. Thefe words ftill .

more increafed our curiofity •, and Plato, yield-

ing to our entreaties that he would explain him-

felf more at length, began as follov/s.

It is now thirty-two years ago * fince reafons,

too tedious to enumerate, induced me to travel

into Sicily. Dionyfius the elder then reigned at

Syracufe. You know that this prince, formida-

ble from his great abilities, employed himfelf,

during his life-time, in forging chains both for his

* Towards the year 389 before Chiift.

own

I
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own fulDJedls, and for the neighbouring nations.

His cruelty feemed to increafe in the Tame pro

portion with his power, which he at length raifed

above all controul. He was dcfirous of an ac-

quaintance with me ; and, as he made the ad-

vances, was in expeftation of fome flattery, but he-

obtained only truths. I fhall neither fpeak of his

fury which I braved, nor of his vengeance againft

which I with difficulty guarded"". I made a refo-

lution not to procLim his injuftice whilli he was

alivci and his memory now needs no new accufa-

tions to render him an objed of univerfal execra-

tion.

At this period I made a conqueft which does

honour to philofophy, in the perfon of Dion, who

has juft left us. Arillomache, his filler, was one

of the two wives whom Dionyfius efpoufed on

the fame day : Hipparinus, her father, had been

long at the head of the Syracufan republic ". To
the co'nverfations I had with Dion, that city will

owe her liberty, if flie is ever fo fortunate as to re-

cover it °. His fuperior foul, expanded at the firft

rays of light, and inflamed with the purefl love of

virtue, renounced, without hefltation, all the paf-

fions by which it had hitherto been degraded.

» Plat. Epill.7, t. iii. p. 324ct 326. Diogen.Lacrt. inPlat.
lib. 3, § 18.

" Plat, in Dion. t. i. p. 960,
* Id. ibid. p. 959.

I Vol. m. (^
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with an ardour I never have remarked in any other

young man, and with a conftancy from which he

has never fwerved.

From this moment he conceived the hisheft

indignation at the flavery to which his country was

reduced "*
j but as he flattered himfelf that his ex-

ample and principles made an imprefTion on the

tyrant, who could not help loving and employ-

ing him '', he flill continued near his perfon, never

ceafing to fpeak to him with freedom, and to con-

temn the malice and hatred of a difTolute court "".

Dionyfius at length ended his days*, fcized

with terrors, tormented with diftruft, and as mife-

rable as he had rendered his people during a reign

of thirty-eight years ^ Amongft other children, he

left by Doris, one of his wives, a Ion of his

own name, who afcended the throne'. Dion

embraced this opportunity to exert himfelf for

the happinefs of Sicily. He faid to the young

prince : Your father founded his power on the

formidable fleets now at your difpofal,^ on the ten'

thoufand barbarians who compofe your guard.

Thefe were, according to his expreflion, fo many

chains of adamant with which he bound in clofe

P Plat. Ep. 7, t. iii. p. 326 et 327,
•i Id. ibid. p. 324 et 327.
' Ncp. in Dion. cap. i et 2.

* The year 367 before Ghrifto

^ Id. ibid, p. 961.
< Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 384..
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union all parts of his empire. He was miftakcn -,

I know no other bands indiffolubly to unite them

but the juflice of the prince and the love of the

people. How fliamcfulj were it for you, added

he, if, only able to diftinguifh yourfelf from others,

by the magnificence that is difplayed around your

perfon and in your palace, the loweft of your fub-

jefts fliould raife himfelf above you by the fupe-

riority of his knowledge and fentiments "

!

Not contented with giving wholefome inftruc-

tion to the king, Dion paid every attention to the

adminiflration of government : he efFedled many

ufeful regulations, and increafed the number of his

enemies *. Thefe for fome time cxhaufted them-

felves in ineffedual attempts •, but it was not long

before they plunged Dionyfius into the moft fhame-

ful debauchery ^. Dion, unable to refill the tor-

rent, waited for a more favourable opportunity.

The king, v/hom he found means to prejudice in

my favour, and whofe defires in all things are

impetuous, wrote to me feveral very preffing let-

ters, requefting me to leave every thing, arid re-

pair immediately to Syracufe. Dion in his letters

added, that I had not a moment to lofc : that it

might now be poflible to place philofophy on the

throne-, that Dionyfius began to difcover better

" Plut. in Dion. t. 1. p. 967.
^ Epift. Dion. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 309,
7 Plut. in Dion, t. i. p. 960.

0.2
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difpofitions, and that his family would readily joifi'

with us to confirm him in them *.

I refleded deliberately on thefe letters. I could

place no confidence in the promifes of a young

man, who in a moment flew from one extreme to

the other i but ought I not to have fome reliance

on the approved wifdom of Dion ? Was I to

-abandon my friend in fo critical a fituation ? Had
I devoted my days to philofophy, only to betray

it when fumm.oned to its defence ^ ? Nay, I will

not deny that I had hopes that I might he

able to realize my ideas concerning the beft of

governments, and eftablifh the throne of juftice

in the dominions of the king of Sicily ^. Such were

the real motives which induced me to depart *

;

motives very different from thofe which have been

imputed to me by my uncandid cenfurers ^.

I found the court of Dionyfius diflrafted with

commotions and diiTenfions. Dion was the object

of the moil atrocious calumnies ^.—At thefe words

Speufippus interrupted Plato : My uncle, fays

he, does not choofe to relate to you the honours

^ Plat. Epift. 7, t. ill. p. 327. Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 962,
Julian. Var. Hift. lib. 4, cap. 1 8.

^ P]at. ibid.p. 328.
^ Flat. Epiil. 7, t. iif. p. 328. Diog. Laert. in Plat. lib. 3^

* Towards the year 364 before Chrift.

c Plat. ibid. Themifl. Orat. 23, p. 285, Diogea. Laert» ii*

Kpic. lib. 10, § 8.

• Plat. ibi6. p. 339,

1

•. --"^ _-
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v?'?iicli were paid him, and the fuccefs he had on

his arrival ^ The king received him at his land-

ing, and, placing him in a magnificent chariot

drawn by four white horfes, conduced him to his

palace in triumph, amidft an immenfe multitude

who covered the beach. He ordered that the

gates of the palace Ihould be opened to him at all

hours, and offered up a pompous facrifice to tht

gods in gratitude for their bounty, which had

granted fo great a philofopher to Sicily. The

courtiers were immediately feen to anticipate re-

form, retrench the luxury of their tables, and at-

tentively to ftudy geometrical figures, traced out

by different teachers on the £and, in the halls cveu

of the palace.

The people, aftonilhed at this fudden revolution,

began to conceive hopes : the king fhewed him-

felf more fenfible to their complaints, and men

fondly recolledted that he had obtained the title

of citizen of Athens ^, the moft free of all the

cities of Greece. Nay, it was further reported,

that at a religious ceremony, when the herald,

according to the ufual form, addreffed vows to

heaven for the prefcrvation of the I'yrani, Dio-

r,yfius, offended at a title which till then had never

«= Pint, in Dion. t. i. p. 963. Plin. lib. 7, cap. 30, t. L p. 392.
^lian. Var. Hi ft. lib. 4, cap. 18,

Deinoft. Litt. Philip, p. 115.

a;
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afFeded him, fuddenly exclaimed : Wilt thou never,

ceafe to curfe me s ?

The partizans of tyranny trembled at thefe

words. At their head was Philiftus, who has writ-

ten on the wars of Sicily, and feme other works

of the fame kind. Dionyfius the elder had banifh-

ed him from his dates ; but as he poflefled elo-

quence and courage, he was recalled from exile,

that he might be oppofed to Plato ^. No fooner

did he return, than Dion was expofed to the black-

eft calumny : his fidelity was rendered fufpicious

;

and care was taken to put the worft conftruc-

tion on all his words and actions. Did he advife

a redudion of the troops and galleys in time

of peace; it was alleged that his defign was to

transfer the crown to the children of his fifter by

the elder Dionyfius. Did he engage his pupil to

ftudy the true principles of a juft and wife govern-

ment ; the king, it was faid, is only a difciple of

the academy, condemned by a philofopher for the

remainder of his life to fearch after a chimerical

good '.

And in faft, added Plato, the whole converfa-

tion at Syracufe turned only on two confpiracies

:

the one that of philofophy againft the throne y

t Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 963.
t* Id. ibid. p. 962. Nep. in Dion. cap. 3.
* Plat. Epilt. 7, t, iii. p. 333. Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 962, &:c.
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:md the other that of all the paflions againfl philo-

fophy. 1 was accufed of favouring the former,

and of profiting by my afcendency over Diony-

fius, to fpread fnares for his inexperience. It is

true, that, in concert with Dion, I did fay to him,

that if he wiflied to acquire true glory, and even

increafe his power, he fhould collecl arcrund him

a number of virtuous friends, and inveft them

with the ditferent offices of magiftracy ^
j that he

ihould rebuild the Greek cities deftroyed by the

Carthaginians, and give them wife laws, until a

proper time arrived to reftore them to their liberty ;

in fine, that he fhould prefcribe limits to his own

authority, and become the king, inltead of being

the tyrant of his fubjeds*. Dionyfius fometimes

appeared to liften to our counfels ; but his invete-

rate prejudices againfl my friend, perpetually in-

/creafed and irritated by perfidious infinuatons,

were deeply rooted in his heart. During the firft

months of my rcfidcnce at Syracufe, I employed

every effort to remove them ™
; but, far from fuc-

ceeding in my attempt, I perceived the credit of

Dion evidently on the decline ".

The war with the Carthaginians ftill continued,

and though it produced only fome tranfient hofti-

i' Plat. EpilK 7, t- iii. p. 332 et 336.
1 Id. Epill. 3, t. iii. p. 315, 316, 319. Plut. in Dioa.

p. 9^)2.

• "' Plat. EpilL 7, t. iii. p, 329.
*^ Plut. ibid. t. i. p. 963.

0.4
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lities, it was necefTary that it fhould be terminated.

Dion, in order to infpire the enemy with a defire

to end it, wrote to their generals to inform him of

the firft negotiations they fhould enter into, that he

might aid them in effecting a loiid and permanent

peace. The letter fell by fome means into the

l>ands of the king, who immediately confuited with

Philiftus, and preparing his vengeance by pro-

found dilTimulation, affected to receive Dion again

into favour, loaded him with marks of his bounty,

and drawing him to the fea-fhore, fhewed him the

fatal letter, reproaching him at the fame time with

bis treafon, and, without permitting him to offer

a fingle word in explanation of his condud;,

forced him to embark on board a vefTel, which

immediately fet fail°.

This was a thunder-ftroke to Sicily, and threw

the friends of Dion into the utmoft confternation :

the general apprehenfion was left the tempeffc

fhould burfl on our heads. The report of my
death was fpread at Syracufe. But this violent

iiorm was fuddenly fucceeded by a profound calm ;

and the king, either from policy or fhamc, fent ^

fum of money to Dion, which the latter refufed

to accept p. Far, however, from perfecuting his

friends, Dionyfius omitted nothing to quiet their

^ - .

<

° Plut. In Dion, t. i. p. 963. Plat. Epift. 7, t. ill. p. 329,.
p Epift. Pien, ap. Plat. t. iii. p, 309. •
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jjilarms ' : his endeavours were particularly di-

reded to footh and confole me, and he entreated

nue not to leave him. Though his prayers were

mingled with menaces, and his carefTcs with fury,

I invariably adhered to this alternative, that he

Ihould either confent to the return of Dion, or

^^rant me my difmifllon. Finding himfelf unabjc

to overcome my rcfiftance, he commanded that

I fhould be removed to the citadel in his own.

palace. Ordtrs were difpatched on all fides tq

bring me back to Syracufe, if I attempted to make

my efcape ; and all mafters of iliips were for-

bidden to take me on board, without an expref^

permiffion figned by the king's own hand.

Though I was now made a prifoner, and ftridlly

watched, Dionyfius feemed to redouble his af-

|e6tion and attention to mc. He appeared fo

jealous of my friendlhip, that he was unable to

pear the preference I gave to Dion ; he demanded

it with haughtinefs ; he entreated it as a fuppliant,

I was perpetually expofed to the mofl: extravao^ant

fcenes, which wprc one continual round of vio-

lence, excufes, outrages, and tears ^ As our con-

verfations daily became rnore frequent, it was

u rumoured abioad that I was his only favourite.

B • 'Jliiis report, malignantly encouraged by Philiftus

1 Pl::t. Epift. 7, t. ili. p. 329.
r Id. ibid. p. 330.
* Piut. in iJioji. t. i. p. 964,

k
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and his party \ rendered me odious to the people

and the army. The debaucheries of the prince,

and the faults he committed in his government,

were equally imputed to me as a crime : but

thefe could with no juftice be afcribed to me.

Excepting the preamble to fome laws, at which I

had laboured from the time of my arrival in

Sicily ", I had abfolutely declined intermeddling

with public affairs, even at a period when I might

have ihared the burthen with my faithful friend.

Him I hadjuft loft; Dionyfius had thrown him-

felf into the arms of a crowd of flatterers, plunged

in every kind of debauchery •, and this was thej

jnoment which I was fuppofed to have chofen to

offer advice to a madman, who imagined that he

p-overned, but who fuffered himfclf to be governed

by counfellors as v/ickedly difpofed, and not lef?

iTiadmen than himfelf 1

Dionyfius would have purchafed my friendfhip

with o-old I but I valued it at a higher price : I

wifhed him to receive my inftruftions, and learn

to become maftcr of himfelf, that he might merit

to rule over others ; but he regards no philofophy.

but that which exercifes ingenuity, and gives him

an opportunity of difplaying his abilities. When

I talked to him of that wifdom which regulates the

t Plat. Epift. 3, t. iil. p. 315.
u Id, ibid. p. 316. '•
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pafilons, I perceived that he liftened to me witl^

pain and embarraflmenr. I faw that he was

guarded againft all that I might fay ; his coun-

iellors having warned him, that if he admitted

my principles, he mufl confcnt to the triumph

and return of Dion ^

Nature has beftowed pn Dionyfius a livelv pe-

netration, admirable eloquence, a fufceptible heart,

generous emotions, and a propenfity to . what 19

right : but fhe has denied him confiilency of

chara6ler j and an education totally negledled -%

preventing the growth of his virtues, has fuffered

clefe<5ts to fhoot forth which fortunately abate hi»

vices. He pofTcfles feverity without tenacioufnefs,

haughtinels without dignity. It is from weaknefs

that he employs falfchood and perfidy, and pafTes

whole days in the intoxication of wine and plea-

fures. Had he more firmnefs he would be the

cruelleft of men. I know of no mental energy in

him, but the inflexible obilinacy with which he

requires every thing to bend to his caprices:

reaibni opinions, fentiments, all mult, when he

pleafes, be fubordinate to his underftanding ; and

I have feen him degrade himfelf by meannefs and

fubmiflion, rather than encounter the affront of a

refufa} or contradidlion. If in his prefent ftudies

^ Plat. Epift, 7, t. iii. p. 330.

y^ Plut. in Dion. t.^. p. 96 1.
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he is eager to penetrate the fecrets of nature %
k is only becaufe he imagines nothing ought to be

concealed from him. Dion above all is odious to

him, becaufe he is continually thwarting him by

^is example and his counfels.

I was employed in fruitlefsly foliciting that my

friend might be recalled from banifhment, anc^

rnyfelf fuffered to depart, when war breaking out

anew, furnilhed him with other objedts of atten-

tion*. Having no longer any pretext for retain-

ing me, he confented to my departure, and we

entered into a fort of treaty, I promifed to return

to him when peace Ihould be concluded, and he

engaged to recall Dion at the fame time. When

the war was ended, he loft no time in informing

BS of the event. He wrote to Dion to delay his

return for a year, and to me to haften mine''.

I immediately anfwered him, that my age no

longer permitted me to rifk the danger of fo long a

voyage •, and that fince he had broken his promife,

I confidcred myfelf as difengaged from mine.

This anfwer was as difratisfa<5lory to Dion as to

Dionyfius^ I had then refolved to interfere no

more in their affairs ; but this rendered the king

more pertinacious than ever in his projed. He
» '—~- -'

.

"

» Plat. Epift. 2,t. Hi. p. 313 ; Epiil. 7, p. 341.
" Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 964.
»> Plat. Epift. 3, t. iii. p. 317 i Epift. 7, p. 338.

« Id. Epift. 7, p. 338. .
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"begged folicitations from every quarter •, he never

ceafed writing to me himfelfj and procured let-

ters to be written to me by my friends in Sicily,

and by the philofophers of the Italian fchool. Ar-

chytas, who is at the head of the latter, was fent

for to him ^
: he wrote to me, and his teftimony

was corroborated by other letters, that the kino-

was inflamed with new ardour for the ftudy of

philofophy, and that I fhould expofe thofe philo-

fophers who refided in his dominions to his refcnt-

mcnt, if I did not immediately return. Dion

alfo, on his fide, prefled me by repeated appli-

cations.

The king, however, will never recall him, for

he fears him ; nor will he ever be a philofo-

pher, for he only wifhes to appear' one^ He
imagined that my return to his court might pro-

cure him additional refpefl from thofe who really

merit the name, and my refufal injure him in their

opinion. This is certainly the true reafon of the

earncftnefs with which he preffed me.

I neverthelefs thought it would be wrons to

oppofe my own opinion to fo many others united

againft me. I fhould one day perhaps have been

t

reproached with abandoning a young prince, who
^ llretched out his hand to me a fecond time to

conduct him out of the maze of error; with re-

'I Pat. Epift. 7, t. iii. p. 338.
« Id, Epift. 2, t, iii, p. 312 ; Epift. 7, p. 338,
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figning to his fury the friends 1 have in thofe dif-

tant countries ; and with negleding the intercftsi

of Dion, to whom I had fo long been bound by the

ties of gratitude, hofpitality, and friendlhip ^ His

enemies had procured his revenues to be fequef-

tered s •, they were perfecuting himj to urge him

to revolt; they excited the king to repeated atfls

bf injuftice toward him, that they might render

him implacable, Dionyfius wrote to me thus ^
:

«' We will firft talk of the affair of Dion i with

refped to which I will do what you think proper,

and I hope that you v/ill fuggell nothing but

what is juft. If you do not come, you will never

obtain any thing for him.'*

I knew Dion. His foul is endowed with all the

loftinefs of. virtue. He has patiently fupported

violence : but fhould his enemies by dint of in-

juftice fucceed in mortifying him further,* tor-

rents of blood alone can obliterate the injury

from his remembrance. To a commanding figure

he unites the moft fplendid qualities of the mind'

and heart ' ; in Sicily he poffefTes immenfe riches ^
i

in every part of the kingdom innumerable parti-

zans, and in Greece a reputation which would in-

i Plat. Epift. 7, p. 328.

g Plut. in DIoa. t. i. p. 965. Plat. Epift. 3, t. iii. p. 318.'

^ Id. Epift. 7, p. 339. Plut. ibid.

' Id. ibid. p. 336. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 410. Nep. ijj'

jDion. cap. 4.

^ Plat, ibid, p. 347. Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 9600
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duce our braveft warriors to ferve under his ban-

ners '. I forefaw the calamities ready to fall on'

•Sicily, and it depended perhaps on me to aver:

or to fufpend them.

It was with relu(5lance I again quitted my re-

tirement, to go, at near feventy years of age, ta

the court of a haughty delpot, whofe caprices are

as tempeftuous as the feas I had to pafs ; but there

is no virtus without a facrifice^ no philofophy but

in pradlic?*. Speufippus wifned to accompany

mc, and I accepted his offer'", flattering myfelf

that the embellilhments of his mind might capti-

vate the king, if the force of my arguments

fliould prove infufficient to convince him. At length

I departed, and fifely arrived in Sicily *.

Dionyfius feemed tranfportcd with joy, as did

the queen and the whole royal family **. He
had ord^^ an apartment to be prepared for me
in the Jffden of the palace °. At our nrll con-

verfation, I reprefented to him, that, according to

our agreement, the banilhment of Dion was to

terminate the moment of my return to Syracule.

At thefe words he exclaimed : Dion is not ba-

. liilhed ; I have only removed him from the court ^,

It is time to bring him back to it, anfwered I, and

' Plat. Epift. 7, p. 328. Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 964.
™ riat. Epift. 2, p. 3 14. Pint, in Dion. t. i. p. 967.
* In the beginning of the year j6j before Chriit.

" Plut. ibid. p. 965.
" Plat. Epift. 7, t. iii. p. 349,
r Id. ibid p. 538.
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to make a reftitutlon of his eilatcs, which yoiS

have put into the hands of faithlefs adminiftra-

tors '. Thefe two articles were the fubjeffc of

long debate between us, and employed feveral irr-

terviews. In the mean time he iriduftrioufly la-

boured, by prefents and diftinflions, to cool my
ardour for the interefts of my friend, and to draw

me into dfi approbation of his difgrace : but I

fpurned at advantages to be purchafed at the price

of perfidy and dilhonour.

When I attempted to examine the real ftate of

his mind, and his difpofition towards philofophy %

he talked to me only of the myfteries of nature,

and efpccially of the origin of evil. He had

heard from fome Pythagoreans of Italy, that I had

long ftudied that difficult queftion, and this was

one of the motives which influenced him fb

carneftly to prefs my return t. He obilKd me to

ftate to him fome of my ideas on the fabjeft, but

I took care not to explain them at length ; nor, to

fay the truth, did the king feem defirous that I

ihould " ; he appeared much more difpofed to make

a parade of a few feeble folutions which he had

borrowed from other philofophers.

In the mean time I continually recurred, but always

•A Plat. Epift. 3, p. 317.
r Id. Epllt. 7, p. 333 et 334.
* Id. ibid. p. 340.
* Id ibid. p. 338. Pint, in Dion. t. 1. p. 965.
» Plat. ibid. p. 341.

without
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.without effedl, to the main objeft I had in view,

that of efFcdling a reconciliation between him and

Dion, than v/hich nothing could be more eflential

to his true interefts or the profperity of his reign.

At lenofth, no lefs wearied with his evafions than

he was with my importunity, I began to repent

that I had been induced to malce a voyage equally

fruitlefs and hazardous. It was now fummer; and

as I wifhcd to take advantage of the feafon to re-

turn to Greece, I declared to him that I could no

longer remain at the court of a prince who was

the implacable periecutor of my friend ". He made

ufe of every art to detain me, and concluded by

promifing me one of his galleys : but as it was

cafy for him to retard the preparations, I deter-

mined to embark in the firll; veiTel that fliould fet

iaiL

Two days after he came to me, and faid >'
:
" All

our differences turn on the affair of Dion; we

muft make an end of it. All I can do for him,

from fricndlliip to you, is this : let him flay in

Peloponnefus, until the precife time of his return

JQiall be fettled between him, me, you, and your

friends. He muft give you his word to under-

take nothing againft my authority : he muft make

the fame promile to your friends and his, and you

muft be ail refponfible for its performance. His

» Plat. EpilL 7, p. 345.
1 Id. ibid, p. 346.

' Vol. III. R
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property fnall be conveyed to Greece, and depo-

fited in fiich hands as you fliall choore : the inte-

reft of it fl-iall be at his diipofal, but he fliall not

be allowed to touch the capital without your con-

fcnt
i for I have not fufficient reliance on his fide-

lity to enrruft" him with fuch powerful means of

d';ing me an injury. I require of you, at the

fame time to remain one year with me; and at your

deparrur?, the money belonging to him fliall be

delivered to you. I hope he wiil be fatisfied with

this arrangement. Tell me whether it be fuch as

you approve.'*

I wa-s rrmch afflided at this projecft, and de»

manded twenty-four hours to confider it. After

balancing its advantages and inconveniences, I an-

fwered that I accepted the propofed conditions,

provided Dion fliould approve them. It was there-

fore agreed that we fliould each of us write to him

as foon as pofTible, and that in the me:m time his

propdVty fliould remain untouched. This was the

fccond treaty v/e had made together, and was ob-

fcrved Vy/ich no more fidelity than the firfi: ''.

I had fuffered the feafon for returning home to

pafs over ; all the veflels were departed. It was

impofiible for me to efcape cut of the garden, and

elude the vigiLnce of the guard fl:ationed at th8

j^ate. The king, novv' fccure of my perlbn, began

«= Plat. Epift, 7. t. iii. p. 34?.
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to throw off all reftraint. He one day faid to me

:

We have omitted an effential article. I fhall only

fend to Dion the half of his property, the other

half I fiiall referve for his fon, whofe natural guar-

dian I am, as brother of his mother Arete *. 1 con-

tented myfelf with obferving that it would be pro-

per to wait for Dion's anfwer to his firfl letter,

and then- write him a fccond, to inform him of

this new arrangement.

In the mean tinie he proceeded to diHipate the

wealth of Dion in a Ihameiefs manner-, part of

his eftates he fcld, how and to whom he chofe,

without deigning to confult me, or lidcn to my
complaints. My (ituation became every day more

infupportable, and was rendered ftill worfe by an

unforefeen event.

The guards of Dionyfius, enraged at an attempt

he had made to dimlnifh the pay of the veterans,

tumultuoufly prefented themfelves at the foot of

the citadel, the gates of which he had ordered to

•"be Ihut. Their menaces, th.eir warlike Ihouts,

and preparations for the aflault, fo terrified the

tyrant, that he granted them more than they de-

m;nded''. Heraclidcs, one of the principal citi-

zens of Syracule, ftrongly fufpeded of being the

author of the revolt, Bed, and employed the in-

\

2 Plat. Epift. 7, t. iii. p. 347.
* Id. ibid. p. 348.

R 2



244 TRAVELS OF
fluence of his family to remove the fufpicions

which had been inftilled into the king.

A few days after, as I was walking in the gar-

den •=, I faw Dionyfius enter with Theodotus, for

whom he had fent : they converied together for

feme time, and at length approaching me, Theo-

dotus faid : I have obtained for my nephew He-

raclides permifTion to come and juAify himfelf;

and, if the king v;ill no longer fuficr him in hilfe

ftates, have to retire to Peloponnefus with his

wife and fon, and liberty to difpofe of his property.

In confequence, I thought I might venture to in-

vitee Heraclides to repair hither ; and I am going

to write to him agr.in. IVIy prefent requeft is that

he may appear at Syracufe, or in its environs,

without danger. Do you confent to it, Dionyfius ?

I do, replied the king. He may even refide with

you in perfe6l fafety.'*

The next morning Theodotus and Eurybius

entered my apartment, with grief and confterna-

tion in their countenances. " Plato," faid the for-

mer to me, " you yefterday v/ere witnefs to the pro-

mife of the king. We have juft heard that

foldiers, difperfed on all fides, arc in fearch of

Heraclides, with orders to apprehend him. He
is perhaps returned. We have not a moment to

lofe; come with us to the palace." I followed

< Plat. Kpift. 7, t. iii. p. 34S.
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ihem. "When we arrived in the king's prefence,

they remained motionlefs, and burft into tears. I

faid to him :
" They are afraid that notwithftanding

the promile you made yeftcrday, Heraclides may

be in danger at Syracufe; for it is fiippofed that

he is returned." Dionyfius, foaming with rage,

changed colour. Eurybius and Theodotus threw

themfelves at his feet, and, whilft they were bath-

ing his hands with tears, I faid to Theodotus ;

*' Be comforted, the king will never break his

word with us.—I made you no promife, faid

he to me, with his eyes Iparkling with fury.—

And I call the gods to witnefs, replied I, that you

did make the promife which they fupplicate you

to fulfil." I then turned my back on him and

withdrew ''. Theodotus had no other refcurce

but privately to apprize Heraclides of his danger,

who efcaped with diiHculty from the refearches of

the foldiers.

From this moment Dionyfius threw off the

malk, and purfued without difguife his projeft of

poflcfling himfelf of all the cftates of Dion ". He
lent me out of the palace, and I was itrictly pro-

hibited from all intercourfe with my friends, and

all accefs to his perfon. I heard of nothing but

Jiis complaints, his reproaches, and menaces ^ If

<• Plat. Epift. 7, t. iii. p. 349.
« Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 966.
' Plat. ibid. p. 34.9.

R3
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I accidentally faw him, it was but to be the objed:

of bitter farcafms, and indecent pleafsntries s
^ for

kinf^s, and courtiers after their example, convinced

no doubt that their favour conuitutes our only

merir, cczk to refpedl thofe whom they have ceafed

to love. I v/as warned, at the fame time, that my

life was in danger-, and, in truth, fome of the at-

tendants of the tyrant h.id faid that they would put

me to death if they could meet me.

I found means to inform Archytas and my ether

friends at Tarentum of my fituation*^. Previous

to my arrival, Dionyfius had pledged to them his

word, that I fhouM be permitted to leave Sicily

whenever I thought proper i and they had plighted

their faith to me as a fecurity for his'. I now

claimed the proteftion of this engagement. De-

puties from Tarentum foon arrived, and after ac-

quitting themfelves of a commifT.on, which ferved

as a pretext for the embaffy, they at length obtain-

ed my deliverance.

On my return from Sicily, I landed at Elis, and

repaired to the Olympic games, v^here Dion had

prornifed to meet m.e", I relaied to him all that

had paffed, and concluded by faying : Now, judge

for yourfelf of the power which philofophy has

over the mind of the king of Syracufe.

g Pi:.t. Epift. 5, p. 319.
h Id. Epiit. 7, p. 350.
i Pint, in Dion. t. i. p. 965. Diogcn. Laert. in Plat, lib. 3, §22.

k Flat. ibid.
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Dion, exafperated at the additional injuries he had

received in my p-.rfon, luddenly exclaimed : The

fchool of philofophy muit no longer teach Diony-

fius, but that of adverfity, and 1 fly to conduct

him to it. My million then, anfwered I, is at an

end. Were my h&nds ftill able to bear arms, I

would never take them up againft a prince Vk'ith

whom I have parraken of the fame houfe, t!ie fame

table, and the fame facrifices; who, deaf to the ca-

lumny of my enemies, fpared that life which was at

his difpofal ; and to whom I have a hundred times

promifed never to countenance any enterprife

againft his authority. If, at any time, returning

again to pacific views, either of you (land in need

of my mediation, I will, with pleafure, tender it

to you i but fo long as you fiiall meditate projcfts

of deftrudlion, look not to me either for counfel or

afllflance^

For three years I have employed various pre-

texts to keep him inactive; but he has ju ft de-

clared to me that it is time to fly to the afTiftance

of his country. The principal inhabitants of

Syracufe, weary of the fervitude under which they

groan, wait only for his arrival to fliake off the

yoke. I have feen their letters : they neither re-

quire troops nor vcflx-ls •, but foliclt his name to

authorize, and his prefcnce to unite them "\ They

' rial. Ep. 7, t. iii.
J). 35^.

riut. in Dion. t. i. p. ^67.
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alio inform him, that his wife, no longer able to

refiil the menaces and violence of the king, ha3

been forced tocontrr.aa frcfli marriage". The

meafure is full. Dion will immediately return to

Peloponnefus, where he will levy foldiers, and,

y^'hcn his preparations are completed, pafs into

Sicily.

S'jch was the relation given ns by Plato. Wc
took leave of him, and, on the next day, ici oa:

on our journey into Boeotia.

= Pint, ill Dioii. t. i.p. 966.
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I

CHAP. XXXIV.

journey through Bccotia *. I'he Cave of Trophonius,

Hcficd. Pindar.

^F^RAVELLERS may journey with the

JL greatefl fafety in every part of Greece

;

there are inns in the principal cities, and on the

great roads °, but ftrangers are fieeced in them

without mercy. As the country is ahiioft every-

where interfperfcd with hills and rifmg grounds,

carriages are made ufe of only for fliort journeys ;

and then too it is often neceflary to put a drag on

the wheels ^ : in thofe of ?ny length, mules arc

preferable ', and the traveller fhould take flaves

with him to carry his baggage ''.

Bcfides the hofpitable reception which the

Greeks in general are always ready to give to

ftrangers, there are in the chief towns perfons

* See the map of Bccotia.

" Plat. (Ic Leg. lib. ii, p. 919. jEfcliin. de Falf. Legat.

p. 410.
t- /^then. lib. 3, p. 99.
1 iEfchin. in Cteiipli. p. 440.
" /Kfcliin. de Fall. Leg. p. 41c. Cafaub. in Theophr, cap. 11,

p. IC3. Duport, ibid. p. 385.
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called froxenJ^ who are cxprefsly appointed for that

purpofe. Thefe are fcmei:imes individuals, con-

nefted by commerce, or the bonds of hofpitality,

with the inhabitants of ano:her city -, fometimes

perfons inveltcd with a public character, and ap-

pointed to be the agents of a city or nation which

has chof^n them by a folemn decree, with the con-

fent of the people to whom they belong
'

; lailly,

there are others of them who manage at once the

public affairs of fome foreign city, and tranfad

bufmefs for its private citizens ^

The proxenus of a city finds lodgings for its

deputies, whom he accompanies every where, and

avails himfelf of his credit to enfure the fuccefs of

their negociations °
•, he procures likewife for fuch

of its inhabitants as travel all the accommodations

in his power. This affiftance we experienced in

many of the Grecian cities. In Ibme places, in-

dividuals anticipated our defires % in the hope of

obtaining the good opinon of the Athenians, whofe

agents they wifhed to be, and of enjoying, if they

lliould come to Athens, certain privileges annexed

to that tide; fuch as the permiiTion to be prefent

s Thucyd. lib. 2, cnp. eg. Td. lib. 5, cap. 59. Xenoph,
Hift. GraiC. lib. ij p. 432. liufta^tli. in Iliad, lib, 4, p. 485.

' Ion. ?p. Atlieii. lib.. 13, p. 603. Dcmollh. in Calllp.

p. IC99 et I 101.

" Xeuoph. ibid. lib. 5, p. 57c, Eufcatli. ibid. lib. 3,

^ Xhucyt. lib. 3,c.i.). ;c.

8
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at the general afTembly, and precedency at reli-

gious ceremonies as v;cll as the public games'.

We k*fL Athens at the beginning of the month

Munychion, in the third year of the 105th Olym-

piad *, and arrived the fame evening at Oropus

by a rugged road, but fnadcJ in fonie parts with

groves of laurel ^. This town, fituated on the

confines oi Boeotia and Attica, is about twenty

fladia diftant from the fea^-f. The duties on-

entry are collefted here with exceffive rigour,

and extend even to provifions for the confumption

', of the inhabitants '', who are in general extremely

referved, and fordidly avaricious.

Near this town, and on a fpot embclliflied by

fprings of limpid water *, (lands the temple of

Amphiaraus, He was one of the leaders in the

Thcban war, and as he performed the functions of

•foochfayer, was fuppofed to deliver oracles after

'his death. Thofe who come to confult him, muft

abftain for three days from wine, and from all

forts of food for twenty-four hours'*. They then

immolate a ram near his Hatue, ftretch the ikin

before the porch, and fleep upon it : after which it

y Dc I'Etat des Colon, par M. de Sainte-Croix, p. 89.
* The fpiinc^ of the year 357 before Ci:riil,

^ Dic.carch. Stat. Grcec. ap. Geog. Min. t. ii. p. 1 1.

* Strab. lib. 9, p. 403.
•j- About three quarters of a league.
*" Dicneareh. ibid. p. 12.

' Liv. lib. 4^. cap. 27.

^ PJiilollrat. Vit. ApoU. lib. 2, cap, 37, p. 90.
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is affirmed that the god appears to them, and

anAwrs their queftions in a dream S A great

number of miracles are faid to have been wrough:

in this temple -, but the Boeotians are fo credulous

refpefting oracles ^, that it is impofiible to rely on

any thing they fay on the fubjecb.

At the diftance of thirty (ladia*, we arrive at s

the town of Tanagra, fitLsated on an eminence, the

houfes of which make a handfome appearance,

the greateft part of them being ornamented with

encauftic paintings and vellibules. The territory

of this town, watered by a fmali river called Ther-

modon^, is covered with olives and various kinds

of trees. It produces little corn, but the beft wine

in Boeotia.

Though the inhabitants are rich, they are ilran-

gers to luxury and its concomitant excelfcs. They

are accufed of being envious '
-, yet v/e only ob*

ferv^ed among them fmcerity, a love of juftice and

hofpitality, and an anxiety to aid thole unhappy

perfons who are compelled by ncceffity to wander

from town to town. They fly from idlenefs, and,

detefting illicit gain, live contented with their

fituation. There is no place in Bosotia where

«= Paufan. lib. I, cap. 34, p. 84.
f pint, de Orac. Deled. I. ii. p. 41 1 1.

* Something more than a lenguc.

? Dicxarch. Stat. Gra-c. ap. Geog. Min. t. ii. p. 12.

•» Kerodot. lib. 9, cap, 42.
» Dicseaicli. Stat. ap. Gi'sec. ap. Geog. Min. t. ii. p. 18-
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travellers have fewer impofitions and extortions to

apprehend ". I think. I have' difcovered the fecret

of their virtues ; they prefer agriculture to the

other arts. ..-,,iv

So great is their veneration for their gods, that

they build their temples only in fituations leparate

from the habitations of mortals ^ They believe

that Mercury once delivered them from the plague,

by carrying a ram round the town upon his {l;ioul-

ders ; and they therefore rcprelent him in his

temple carrying a ram, and on the day of his fefti-

val perpetuate the memory of his beneficence by

a ceremony in whicli a beautiful youth reprefents

the god"\ For the Greeks are perfuaded that

the offerings made to the gods arc more acceptable

when prefented by youth and beauty.

Corinna v/as of Tanagra, and cultivated poetry

with fuccefs. We faw her tomb in the moft con-

fpicuous part of the town, and her portrait in the

gymnafium. On reading her works, we are tempted

to afk why, in poetical competitions, they were fq

often preferred to thole of Pindar ; but when we

view her portrait, we enquire why they have not

always obtained the preference".

The Tanagrians, like all the other Greeks, are ex-

tremelv fond ofcock-figliting. Thefe birds with them

^ DIcxarch. Stat. GrsEc. ap. Gcog, Min. t. II. p. 15.

' Paiifan. lib. 9, cap. 2:, p-. 753.
'" Id. ibid. p. 7s 2.

'^ Id. ibid. p. 7S5-
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are of an extraordinary fize and beauty °

j but they

feem lefs intended to perpetuate their fpecies than

to deftroy it, for they breathe nothing but war '.

They are conveyed to different cities for the pur-

pofe of fighting with each other ; and to render

their fury more deftrudlive, their fpurs are tipped

with points of brafs ''.

We fet out from Tanagra, and^ after travelling

two hundred ftadia''* along- a roui^h and difficult

road, arrived at Platssa, once a powerful city, but

now buried beneath its ruins. It was fituated at

the foot of Mount Cithsron % in the beautiful

plain watered by the Afopus, where Mardonius was

defeated at the head of three hundied thoufand

Perfians. The Platasans diftinguiflied themfelves fo

eminently in this battle, that the other Greeks, as

well in acknowledgment of their valour as to avoid

all jealoofy, decreed to them the chief glory.

Feftivals were inllituted here to perpetuate the n.e-

mory of this great event-, and it was determined

that funeral ceremonies fhould annually be cele-

brated on the fpot, in honour of the Greeks who

fell in the engagemxnt ^

» Columell. de Re Ruft. lib. 8, cap. 2. Van. de Re Hull*

lib. 3, cap. 9.

P Plin. lib. 10, cap. 21, t. i. p. 5(^4.

<» Ariilopli. in Av. v. 760. Schol. ibid, et v. ^365* i*

r DiciEarch. blat. Gricc. p. 14.
* Seven leagues and a half.

» Strab. lib. 9, p. 411.
* Plut. in Aiiuid. t. i. p. 332,
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Such inflitutions are very common among the

Greeks : they are aware that monuments alone an

tranfient records of illuftrlous deeds, or at bcft in-

adequate to excite others to emulate them. Mo-
nun lents either perilh or are unlvnown, and are

frequently only proofs of the talents of the artifl,

and the vanity of thole by whom they were ere6lcd.

But genera^ and folcmn aflemblies, in wliich every

year the names of the heroes who have devoted

tliemfelves to death are repeated with a loud

voice, while the eulogium of their virtues is pro-

nounced by the ablcit orators, and while their

countrymen, proud of their relation to them,

refort thither to fhed tears over their tombs

;

thcle are indeed the nobleft honours that can be

decreed to valour. The following is a defcriprion

oi' t!ie ceremonies annually obierved by the Pla-

tLrans.

At break of day", a trumpeter founding a

charge opened the procefiion : next came fevcral

chaiiots filled with chaplets and branches of myrtle •,

and after them a black bull followed by young

men carrying velfeis full of milk, wine, and dif-

ferent forts of perfumes ; then came the firft magi-

firate of the Platccans, clad in a purple robe, hold-

ing a vafe in one hand, and in the other a fword.

The proceinon croiTcd the city -, and when it ar-

^ , I . —

b

" Plut. in Arliiid. t. i. p. 332.
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rived at the field of battle, the magiftrate dre\7

fome water from a neighbouring fountain, walhed

the cippi or columns erefted over the graves,

fprinkled them v;ith ellences, and facrificed the

bull. Then, after putting up prayers to Jupiter

and Mercury, he invited the fliades of the warriors

flain in the battle to partake of the libations j after

which filling his cup with wine, he poured out a

part of it, and faid aloud :
" I drink to thofe va-

liant men who died for the liberty of Greece."

After the battle of Plat?ea, the inhabitants of

that city imited with the Athenians, and fhook off

the yoke of the Thebans, who confidered them-

ielves as their founders ", and from that moment

were converted into their implacable enemies.

This hatred they carried to fo great a length, that,

having entered into an alliance with the Lacedse-

monians, in the Feloponnefian war, they attacked

the city of Platsa, and totally deftroycd it y. It

was foon after rebuilt ; and as it flill remained firm

in its attachment to the Athenians, the Thebans

took and destroyed it a fecond time, about kvcn-

teen years ago *. No part of it is nov/ remaining

but the temples, which the religion of the vidlors
;

had fpared, a few fcattered houfes, and a large inn

for the reception of ftrangers who viiit this place

* Thucyd. lib. 3, cap. 61.

y Id. ibid. cap. 68.

* Diod, bic. lib. 15, p. ^Cz.

tOfi
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to offer facrifices. The latter is a building two

hundred feet long and as many broad, with a great

number of apartments on the ground floor and

firft ftory ^.

We faw the temple of Minerva built from the

fpoils of the Perfians taken at Marathon. Polyg-

notus had there painted the return of Ulyfles to

his kingdom, and his flaughter of the lovers or

Penelope. Onatas had alfo reprefented the firft

expedition of the Argives againft Thebes ''. Thefe

pidures ftill retain all their beauty '^. The flatue

of the goddefs is by Phidias, and of an extraordi-

nary fize ; it is of gilt wood j but the face, Jiands,

and feet, are of marble''.

In the temple of Diana we faw the monument

of pAichidas, a citizen of Platea. On this occa-

fion we were told, that after the defeat of the

Perfians, the oracle had commanded the Greeks

to extinguifia the fires then burning in the temples,

becaufe they had been polluted by the barbarians,

and to come to Delphi for that which they were

to ufe in future for their facrifices. All the fires

of the country having therefore been extinguiflied,

Euchidas immediately fet out for Delphi, took

fome fire from the altar, and returning the fame

day to Platasa, before fun-fer, expired in a few

* Tlniycd. lib. 3, cap. 68.
^ Paufan.lib. 9,cap. !l,p. 718.
<= Flut.in Arillid. t. i. p. 331.
'' Paufau. Ibid.

Vol. III. S
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minutts after his arrival ^ He had travelled one

thoufand fladia on foot* i an aftonifliing journey,

which will no doubt appear fcarcely credible to

thofe who are ignorant how much the Greeks ex-

crcife themfelves in running, and who know not

that moll of the towns maintain couriers ^, accuf-

tomed to travel over extenlive trads of country in

a days.

Our road next lay through the town of Leudra^

and the city of Thefpiae, which derive their cele-

brity from great difafters. Near to the former

was fought that bloody battle which overthrew the

liacedtcmonian power : the latter was deftroyedj

like r'latsea, in the late wars^. The Thebans

fpared nothing but the facrtd monuments, two of

which attracted our attention : the temple of

Hercules, which is ferved by a prieftcis rcftrifted

to celibacy during her whole life' -, and the fratue

of that Cupid, fom.etimies confounded with the god

of love, which is only a fhapelefs ftone as it

comes out of the quarry ^
; for it was thus the ob-

jedbs of public worfhip were reprefented in ancient

times.

e Plut. in Ariftid.t. i. p. 331.
* Tliirty-feven leagues and a half.

f Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 106.

% Liv. lib. 3, cap. 24. Plin. lib. 7, cap. 20, t. i. p. 386,

Solln. cap. I, p. g. Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. iii.

p. 316.
^ Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 362 et 367.
i P; iifnn. lib. 9, cap. 27, p. 763.
^ Id, ibid. p. 761.
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\Ve flept at a place named Afcra, diftant about

forty ftadia from Thefpise'*. This is a hamlec

infupportable to live in, both in fummer and win-

ter '"
; but it is the country of Hefiod.

The next day, a narrow path brought us to the

facred grove of the Mufcs " ; in our afcent we^

flopped on the brink of the fountain Aganippe,

and afterward ac the ilatue of Linus, one of the'

mod: ancient Grecian poets. This ftatue is placed

in a grotto °, which refembles a fmall temple.

To the right and left we viewed, with pleafure,

the numerous dwellings built by the inhabitants of

the country on thefe heights p.

Proceeding onwards, we next entered fome

beautiful alleys, and imagined ourfelvcs tranfport-

cd to the fplendid court of the Mufcs
-, for here is

it, in fafl, that they manifeft their power and in-

fluence in the mod fignal manner, by the monu-

ments which decorate and feem to animate theie

folitary haunts. Their ftatues, executed by dif-

ferent artilts, frequently prefcnt themfelves to the

eyes of the fpedlator. Here Apollo and Mer-

cury are contending for a lyre"* ; there ftill breathe

a band of celebrated poets and muficians, Tha-

' Strab. lib. 9, p. 409.
* About a league and a half.

* Hehod. Opcr. v, 638.
Strab. lib. 9, p. 410.

I

• Paufnn. lib. 9, cap. 29, p. 766,
P Id. ibid. cap. 31, p. 771.

'' t Id. ibid. cap. 30, p. 7^7.
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myris, Arion, Hefiod, and Orpheus, around

whom are various figures of wild animals attradled

by the melody of his voice''.

A great number of tripods of bronze are {cen

on all fides, the illuftrious reward of genius crowned

at the competitions of poetry and mufic \ By the

victors thcmfelves were they dedicated on this

hallowed ground. The traveller particularly re-

marks that gained by Hefiod at Clialcis in Euboea ^

Formerly the Thefpians annually repaired hither

to diflribute prizes of this kind, and to celebrate

feilivals in honour of the mufes and the god of

love ".

• Beyond the grove, and through flowery meads,

flow a fmall river named PcrmefTus, the fountain-

of Hippocrene and that of NarcifTus, where it is

related that this; youth expired with love, while

contemplating his image in the placid waters of

the fpring *.

. We were now on- Helicon, that hill fo famous-

far the purenefs of the air, the abun-^ance of its-

waters, its fertile valleys, the coolnefs of its

fhades, and the beauty of the venerable trees which

clothe its fymmit. The neighbouring peafants

affured us that the plants which grow on it are fo

• Paufan. lib. 9, cap. 30, p. 76S.
s Id. ibid. 77 I,

« H^:f^od. Oner. V. 658.
• raiifaii. i"bid.

* Id. ibid. cap. 29, p. 766; cap. 3 1, p. 77 j.
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falubrlous, that, after feeding on thein, ferpcnts

lofe tm;ir venom. They attributed an extraordi-

nary fwectncfs to the fruit produced here, and par-

ticularly to the andrachney.

The mufes reign on Helicon. Their hiftoi^y

is filled only with abfurd traditions j but their ori-

gin is indicated by their names. It feems as if

the firll poets, enchanted with the beauties of na-

ture, occafionally were led to invoke the nymphs

of the woods, hills, and fountains, and that, yield-

;
ing to the prevailing tafle for allegory, they gave

them names relative to the influence they might

be fuppofed to have over the produftions of the

mind. At lirfl three mufes only were admitted,

Meiete, Mneme, and Aoede *
: that is to fay, the

.

' meditation or reflexion neceflary to flLidy •, me-

mory, which records illuflrious deeds ; and fong,

which accompanies their recital. In proportion

as improvement was made in the art of verfifica-

tion, its characters and effedls were perfonified,

the number of the mufes increalcd, and the names

they now received referred to the charms of

poetry, its celeflial origin, the beauty of its lan-

guage, the plealure and gaiety it jnfpires, the fong

and dance which add to it new charms, and the

glory with which it is crowned *, Aifterv/ards

^ Paufan. lib. <), cap, 28, p. 763.
^ Id. ibid. p. 765.
* Sec note at the end of the volume, *

§3
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were afibciated with them the graces, whofc cm-

ployir.cr.t it is to embellifli poetry, and love, wha

is fo frequently its objeft ^.

Thefe ideas took birth in a barbarous country,^

in Thrace, where Orpheus, Linus, and their dif-

ciples, fuddenly appeared in the midll of ignorance.

The mufes were honoured there on the Pierian

mount ^, and extending their dominion, fuccef-

fively took their flations on Pindus, ParnafTus,

Helicon, and all thofe folitary places where the

painters of nature, furrounded by the mod pleaf-

ing images, experience the divine glow of infpi-

ration.

We quitted thefe delicious retreats, and pro-

ceeded to Lebadea, fituated at the foot of a moun-.

tain, whence iffues the little river Hercyne, which

forms innumerable cafcades in its defcent''. The

town, on all fides, prefents the eye with monu-

ments of the magnificence and tafte of the inhabi-

tants*'. We furveyed them with much pleafure,

but were fcill more anxious to vifit the cave of

Trophonius, one of the moft celebrated oracles of

Greece ; we were however prevented from entering

it by an indifcretion of Philotas.

One evening, while we were fupping with one

= Hefiod. Theogon. v. 64.
* Prid. in Ivlarmor. Oxon. p. 340-
<: Paufan. lib, 9, cap. 39. p. 7^9' Wheel, bpok 4, p. 327,

^pon, t. ii. p. 50. Pocpcke, t. lii. p^ I58.

4 Paulaa, it>id.
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of the chief men of the town, the converfation

turned on the miracles of this myfterious cavern.

Philotas teftified fome doubts, and obferved that

thefe wonders were in general no more than natu-

ral effeds, I was once, fiiid he, in a temple,

when the llatue of the god appeared covered with

fweat : the people cried out, A miracle ! but I after-

wards hearnt that it was made of a wood which

had the property of exuding a moifture at certain

times'^. Scarcely had he uttered thefe words,

when we perceived one of the guefts turn pale,

and quickly leave the company : he was one of

the prieils of Trophonius. We were advifed not

to expofe ourfclves to his vengeance, by enter-

ing a fubterraneous labyrinth, the windings of

which are known only to thefe prieils *.

A few days after, being informed that a Theban

was about to defcend into the cavern, we took the

road of the mountain, accompanied by fome

friends, and preceded by a great number of the

inhabitants of Lebadea. We foon reached the

temple of Trophonius, fituated in the middle of a

wood, confecrated likewife to him^ His llatue,

which reprefcnts him as ^fculapius, is by the

hand of Praxiteles,

Trophonius was an architefb, who jointly with

' Theoplir. Hift. Plant, lib. q, cap. to, p. 541.
* See note at the end of the vohimc.

' Paufan. lib. y.cap. 39, p. 7i^9«

S4
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his brother Agamcdes built the temple of Delphi.

Some fay that they contrived a fecret pafTage, in

order to Ileal, during the night, the treafure depo-

fited in the temple, and that Agamedes being

caught in a fnare exprefsly laid for him, Tropho-

nius, to avoid fufpicion, cut off his head, and was

fome time after fwallowed up by the earth, which

opened beneath his feet ^. Others affirm, that the

two brothers having completed the temple, fup-

plicated Apollo to grant them a recompcnce. The

god anfwered, that they (hould receive it in fevcn

days, and on the end of the feventh they were re-

warded with death in a peaceful (lumber^. Nor

are the reafons affigned fur the divine honours

paid to Trophonius lels various: almoft all the

objects of Grecian woriliip have origins which it is

impoflible to penetrate, and unneceflary to difcufs.

The road leading from Lebadea to the cave of

Trophonius, is full of temples and ftatues. This

cavern, excavated a little above the facred wood,

firft prefents a fort of veftibule furroundcd with a

baluftrade of white m.arble, on which are placed

obelifl<s of brafs'. From thence we enter a grotto

hewn out v;ith the chifcl, eight cubits high and

four wide *. In this is the entrance of the cavern,

which is defcended into by means of a ladder

:

II II II I III! II I I I t

s Paufan. lib. g, cap, 37, p. 785,
'' Pindar, ap. Pint, de Conl'ol. t. ii. p. 109.
' Paufan. lib. y, p. 791. Phllollr. Vit. Apoll. lib. 8, cap. 19.

* PIcight, 12 feet ; breadth, feet (Engli/li).

i
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and, when at a certain depth, the perfon who de-

fcends finds a very narrow aperture, through

which he muft pafs his feet; and when with much

difficulty he has introduced the reft of his body,

he feels himfelf hurried along, with the rapidity of

a torrent, to the very bottom of the cavern.

When he returns, he is thrown back, with his

head downwards, with the fame force and velocity.

Cakes made with honey, which he is obliged to

hold, prevent him from putting his hand on the

fprings employed to accelerate his defcent or re-

turn i but, to remove all fufpicion of a trick, the

pricfts tell him that the cave is full of ferpents,

and that he can only fecure himfelf froni their

bite by throwing to them thefe cakes of honey ^.

It is not permitted to enter the cavern but in

the night, after long preparations, and a ftridt ex-

amination. Terfidas, for that was the name of

the Theban who came to confult the oracle, had

,
palTed feveral days in a chapel dedicated to For-

tune and the Good Genius, ufing the cold bath,

abftaining from wine and every thing prohibited

by the ritual, and feeding on vidtims which he

had himfelf offered '.

At the beginning of the night, a ram was facri-

ficed, and the augurs having examined the en-

trails, as they had done in the preceding facrifices.

^ Schol. Aridopli.in Nub. v. 508.
^ Pdufan. lib. g, p. 790.

I
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declared that Trophoniiis accepted the worfiiip of

Terfidas, 3nd would anfwer his qucitions. He
was condtidiird to the banks of the river Hcrcync,

where two youths, of about thirteen years old, rub-

bed him with oil, and made different ablutions

over him. Thence he was led to two adjacent

fprings, one of which is called the Fountain of

Lethe, and the other of Mnemofyne : the firft ef-

faces the memory of things paft •, the fecond

imprints on the mind what is to be feen or heard

in the cavern. He was pext introduced alone

into a chapel containing an ancient (latue of Trq-

phonius. After addreffing prayers to him, Terfi-

das advanced towards the cavern, clad in a linen

robe. We followed, by the feeble glimmering of

the torches that preceded him, till he entered the

grotto, and difappeared from our fight ^.

While waiting for his return, we liftened atten-

tively to the converfation of the other fpectators,

amongft whom were feveral who had been in the

cave-, fome laid they had feen nothing, but chat

the oracle had given its anfwer by an audible

voice j others, that they had heard nothing, but

feen appearances proper to refolve their doubts.

A citizen of Lebadca, the grandlbn of Timarchus,

a dilciple of Socrates, related to us an account of

what happened to his grandfather, which he had

"> Paufan. lib. 9, p. 790.



A N A C H A R S I S. iSf

re<;eived from Cebes, the philofopher of Thebes,

nearly in the prccifc words employed by Tmiar*

^hus °.

I had come, faid Timarchus to enquire of the

pracJe what opinion ought to be entertained of the

genius of Socrates. At firil I obfervcd nothing in

the cavern but the moft intcnfe darknefs : I lay a

^ong time proftrate on the earth, adilrcfling my
prayers to Trophonius, without knowing wheiher

I was afl^ep or waking, when of a fudden I was

faluted by pleafing but inarticulate founds, and

beheld an infinite number of large iflands illumined

by a gentle light; they were every moment chang-

ing their places and colours, turning round on

their axes, and floating on a fea, at the extremities

of which rolled two torrents of fire. Near me

yawned an immenfe gulph, in which thick vapours

fcemed to boil ; and from the depth of the abyfs

proceeded the howlings of animals, confufedly in-

termingled with the cries of children, and the

groans of men and women.

Whilft all thefe objedls of terror filled me with

confiernation, an unknown voice faid to me in a

mournful tone: Timarchus, what wifhell thou to

know ? I anfwered, almolt without knowing what

1 laid : Every thing ; for every thing here feems

» Flut, dc Gen. Socr. t. ii. p. 590.
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to me mofl wonderful. The voice replied : The
idands thou beholdefl at a diflance are fuperior

regions, and obey other gods •, but thou mayeft

vifit the empire of Proferpine which we govern,

and which is feparated from thefe regions by the

Styx. I afked, what was the Styx ? The voice an-

fwered: It is the road that leads to the infernal

fhades, and the line that feparates light from dark-

nefs. It then explained the generation and revo-

lutions of fouls ; adding, Thofe which are fullied

with crimes, fall, as thoufeeft, into the gulph, and

undergo a preparation for a new birth. I fee no-

thing, faid I, but ftars in motion on the brink of

the abyfs, fome defcending and others rifmg out of

it. Thefe ftars, faid the voice, are fouls, of which

you may diftinguifh three fpecies ; thofe which,

being immerfed in pleafure, have fuffered their na-

tural light to be extinguiflied •, thofe which, having

alternately flruggled againft reafon and the paf-

fions, are neither entirely pure nor totally corrupt-

ed ; and thofe which, taking reafon only for their

guide, have retained all the marks of their original.

Thou feeft the fiiTc in thofe liars which feem to

thee extinct ; the fecond, in thofe whofe fplendour

is obfcured by vapours which they feem to be

fhaking from them ; and the third, in the ftars

which, ftiining with a vivid light, rife above the

others. Thefe kft are genii, and animate the
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happy mortals who hold intimate converfe with

the gods. After enlarging a little on thefe idea,

the voice faid to me : Young man, thou fhst

know this doftrine better in three months; thoa

art at liberty to depart. It then was fiknt : I at-

tempted to turn round to fee from whence it came,

but was inftantly ftruck with a violent pain in my
head, as if fomebody had forcibly fqueezed it. I

fainted away, and, when I recovered, found myfelf

out of the cavern. Such was the narrative of Ti-

marchus. His grandfon added, that his grand-

father died three months after his return to Athens^

as the oracle had predicted.

We pafled the night, and part of the next day,

in lillening to fimilar narrations. By comparing

them, it was no difficult matter to difcover that the

priefts introduced themfelves into the cavern by

fecret paffpges, and added violence to theirjuggling

tricks, in order to difturb the imagination of the

perfons who come to confult the oracle. Thefe

remain fome a longer and fome a fhorter time irv

the cavern "
-, nay, fome have been known to fleep

in it during two nights and a day ••,

It was now noon ; Terfidas did not appear,

and we continued to flrall ahout the grotto. An
hour after we f.iw the crowd tumukuouOy flock-

ing towards the baluftracie : we followed them'

• Schol. Ariflopli. in Nub. v. 508.
P riut dc. Gen. Socrat. t. ii. p. 590,
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them, and percbived our Theban fupporteci hf
priefts, who were forcing him down on a feat, called

the feat of Mnemolyre, where he was to relate

what he had I'ecn and heard in the cave. He ap-i

pearcd in the utmoft tenor, and his eyes were

fo dim that he was incapable of diflinguiiliing any

perfon. After having procured from him a few

broken words, which were confidered as the anfwer

of the oracle, his attendants conduced him into

the chapel of the Good Genius and Fortune. He
there gradually recovered his fpirits '^ ; but had

only a few faint ideas of what had pafled in the ca-

vern, and probably a very dreadful miprefTion of

the terrors he had felt. For this oracle is nor to

be coiifulted with impunity ; the greater part of

thofe who return from the cavern retain for their

whole lives an air of melancholy that nothing can .

remove, and which has given occafion to the pro^- I

verbial exprefllon, by v.hich we fay of a perfon

remarkably melancholy and gloomy. He comes

from the cave of Trophonius . Among the vaft

number of oracles with which Bceotia abounds,

there is none where the impofture is more p, l^^c^ble

and cafy to be feen through ; nor is there any

which is fo much frequented.

We defcended the mountain, and a few days

after took the read to Thebes. We pafled by

<i Paufan. lib. g, cap. 39, p. 79^.
* Scijol. AriHoph. in Nub. v. io8«
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Chaeronea, the inhabitants of which have for th^

principal object of their worthip, the fceptre which

Vulcan fabricated by order of Jupiter, and which

from Pelops pafled fuccefTively into the hands of

Atreus, Thycftes, and Agamemnon. It is not wor-

fhipped in a temple, but in the houfe of a prieft: fa-

critices are offered to it every day, and it is fupplied

with a plentiful table %

From Chaeronea we proceeded to ThebeSj

crofTing in our way woods, hills, fertile plains^

and feveral little rivers. This city, one of the moft

confiderable in Greece, is furrounded with wallsj

and defended by towers. It has feven gates *, and

is forty-three ftadia " * in circumference
-f-.

The

citadel is fituated on an eminencCj where the firft

inhabitants of Thebes originally formed their kt*

tlement, and from whence flows a fpring, which

has been conveyed to the city, from the remotsft

periods, by fubterraneous channels *.

The environs are embellifhed by two rivers^

by meadows and gardens. The ftreets, like thofe

of all ancient cities, are irregular >'. Among

* Paufan. lib. 9, cap. 40, p. 79).
' Paufan. lib. 9, cap. 8, p. 727,
' Dicrearch. Stat. Grxc. v. 95, p. 7.
* One league i 563 toifes.

•j- See note at the end of the volume.
" Dicxarch, Ibid. p. 15.

f Id. ibid.
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other magnificent decorations of the public edi-.'

fices, we find ftatues of the greateft beauty. In the

temple of Hercules I viewed with admiration the

coloffal figure of that god, by Alcamenes ; and his

labours, by Praxiteles *
: in that of the Ifmenian

Apollo, the Mercury of Phidias, and the Minerva

of Scopas". As I perceived that monuments had

been ere£led in honour of illuftrious Thebans, I

enquired for the ftatue of Pindar. I was told there

was none ; but was fhewn that of Cleon, the moft

fkilful finger of his time. I approached, and

learned from the infcription that Cleon had done

honour to his country ^.

In the temple of Apollo Ifmenius, amidfl a

great number of brazen tripods, mofl of ivhich

are of excellent workmanfhip, we fee one of gold,

an ofi^ering from Croefus king of Lydia ". Thefe

tripods have been prefented by nations and indi-

viduals. Perfumes are burnt on them ; and as

they are of an elegant make, they ferve as orna-

nients in rhe temples.

Thebes, as well as the greater part of the cities

of Greece, contains a theatre '^, a gymnafium or

2 Paufan. lib. 9, cap. 1 1, p. 732.
» Paufan. lib. 9, cap. 10, p. 730,
'' Athen. lib. i, cap. 15, p. 19.
<= Herodot. lib. i, cap. 92.
•* Liv. lib. 33, cap. 2S.

place
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place of exercife for youth % and a large public

fquare or forum. The latter is furrounded by

temples and many other edifices, the walls of

which are covered with arms, taken from the Athe-

nians by the Thebans at the battle of Dclium.

From the produce of the remainder of thefc glo-

rious fpoils was built, on the fame fpor, a mag-

nificent portico, decorated with a great number of

brazen ftatues ^

The city is extremely populous * ; its inhabi-

tants, like thofe of Athens, are divided into three

clafles ; the firft of which is compofed of citizens,

the fecond of naturalized foreigners, and the third

of the (laves s. Two parties, hoftile to each other,

have occafioned frequent revolutions in the go-

vernment ^. The one, in fecret correfpondence with

the Lacedsemonians, wiflied to eftablifh an oli-

garchy i the other, favoured by the Athenians,

was friendly to a democracy'. The partizans of

the latter fyftem have prevailed of late years'',

and the authority is now veiled abfolutely in the

peopled

» Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 366.
^ Id. ibid. lib. 12, p. 119.
* See note at the end of the volume.
8 Diod. Sic. lib. 17, p. 495.
^ Thucyd. lib. 3, cap. 62. An'flot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 3,

I. il. p 388.
* Plut. in Pelop. t. i. p. 280.
^ Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 3S8.
^ Demofth. in Lept;. p. 556. Polyb. lib. 6, p. 482,

Vol. III. T
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Thebes is not only the great fortrefs of-Bosotia%

but may be faid to be its capital. It is at the head
;

of a powerful confederacy compofed of the chief
'

cities of Bosotia ; all of which pofiefs the right of

fending deputies to the affembly, in which affairs

of the ftate are finally detcrinined, after haviqg^

been difcuiTed in four different councils ". At
this affembly prefide eleven chiefs, known by the

n?'^e of Bceotarchs ", to which ftation they are

eledled by the affembly itfelf. They have great

intiusnce in all deliberations, and generally have

I he command of the armies p. Such a powbr would

be dangerous were it permanent; but thofe in-

veiled with it muft reugn it at the end of the year,,

under pain of death, even were they at the head

of a vidorious army, and on the eve of obtain.-

ing the moft fio-nal advantages ''. «;=

AH the Boeotian cities have claims and juft: titles:.!

to independence -, but in defplte of all their efforts,

and thofe of the other nations of Greece, the

Thebans have never fuffered them to enjoy a com-

i.vlcte ftate of iTcedom \ With refpecl to the cities"

^ Dioil. Sic. lib. 15, p. S42.
»> Thucyd. lib. 5, op. 38. Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 389. LIv,

lib. 36, cnp. 6.

° Thiicyd. lib. 4, cap. 91.
P niod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 368. Plut. in tdop. t. i. p. 288.

s Plut. ihid n. rgo.

^ Xenoph. Hifl'. Gra-c. lib. C. p. 594., Diod. Sic. lib. \^i

P-3)5 3^7^ 3 'i> ^---
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they have founded, the Thebans aflert the right

which other countries excrcifeover their colonies'

:

to the others they oppoio forced too often the

moft valid title, or poiTefTion, which is the moll

indifputable of all. They have deftroyed Thef-

pi« and Plataea for feparating from the Boeotian

league, the refolutions, and operations of which are

now entirely at their devotion ", and which can

bring into the field twenty thouland men *.

This power is more formidable, as the Boeo-

tians are in general brave, inured to war, and

elated with the viftorics they gained under Epami-

nondas. They poficfs furprifing bodily ftrength,

and are continually increafing it by the exercifes

of the gymnafium >'.

The country they inhabit is more fertile than

Attica*, and produces a ^rreat quantity of corn

of an excellent quality ^. By the happy fituation

of their ports, they are enabled to trade on one

fide with Italy, Sicily, and Africa j and on the

other with Egypt, the ifle of Cyprus, Macedonia,

and the Hellcfpont^.

» Thucyd. lib. 3, cap. 61 et 62,

* Xenoph. Mill. Grasc lib. 6, p. 579. Diod. Sic. lib. II,

" Xenoph. ibid. lib. 5i p. 558; Diod. Sic. lib. 1§, p. 380.
* Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. ',67. DioJ. Sic. lib. ir, p. iio«
r Diod. ibid, et lib. i t;, p. 341 et 365^
* Strab lib. 9, p. 400,
* Plin. lib. 18, t.ii. p. 107.
k Strab. ibid.

5 T a
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Befides the feftivals which are common to the

whole ftace, and which airemble all its people in

the plains of Coronea, near the temple of Miner-

va "=, others are frequently celebrated which are

peculiar to each city-, and the Thebans in parti-

cular have inftituted feveral at which I have been

prefent. I fhuU fpeak however but of one cere-

mony pradtifed at the feftival of the Laurel

Boughs. This was aprocelTion which I faw arrive

at the temple of the Ifmenian Apollo. The prieft

of this god is changed every year ; and, befides

poflcfTing an advantageous figure, muft be young

and of a good family '^. In the proceffion at

which I was prefent, the prieft appeared with a

golden crown upon his head, a branch of laurel

in his hand, his hair flowing on his flioulders,

and drelTed in a magnificent robe'', followed by a

chorus of young damfels, alfo carrying laurel

branches, and finging hymns. He was preceded

by one of his relations, a young man, bearing in

his hand a long olive bough covered with flowers

and leaves of laurel, and the procefllon was clofed

by a globe of brais reprefenting the fun. To this

globe were fufpended feveral fmaller balls of the

fame metal to denote the ftars, and three hundred

= Strab. lib. 9, p. 411. Plut. Amat. Narrat. t. ii. p. 774*
Paiifan. lib. 9, cap 34, p. 778.

* Paufan. ib/d. cap. 10, p. 730.
• Trocl. Chreftom. ap. Phot. p. 99^
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and fixty-five purple ftreamers, emblematical of

the days uf the year •, the moon likewife was re-

prefented by a fmaller globe placed below the firft.

As the fcftival was in honour of. Apollo or the

fun, the iJefign of this trophy was to fignify the

pre-eminence of that luminary above all the others.

A vi6lo:y formerly gained over the inhabitants of

Arne firft gave rife to this folemnity.

Among the laws of the Thebans there are fome

which merit to be mentioned. One prohibits the

promotion of any citizen to the magiftracy who

has not quitted retail commerce for the fpace of

ten years'" J another inflids a penalty on painters

and fculptors who do not treat their fubjedls with

proper decency s-, by a third it is forbidden to

expofe children at their birth ^^ as is pradifed in

fome Grecian cities'. The father muft prefent

them to the magiftrate, with proof that he is him-

felf unable to bring them up ; the magiftrate then

gives them to any perfon who is willing to pur-

chafe them for a trifling fum, with power to place

them in the number of his flaves^. The The-

bans grant the liberty of redemption to captives

f Aridot. tie Rep. lib. 3, cap. 5, t. il. p. 344.
£ ./^Lliaii. Var. Hift. lib. 4, cap, 4.

'' Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 7.

' Pet. Leg. Att. p. 144.

' ^l^lian. ibid.

T3
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taken in war, unlefs they be natives of Bceotia, irj

which cafe they are put to death ^

The air is remarkably pure in Attica, and very

denfe in Boeotia™, though this country be fepa-

rated from the former only by mount CithcCron,

This difference feems to produce a diflimilarity

of charader, and to confirm the obfervations of

philofophers on the influence of climate "
•, for the

Boeotians in general have neither that penetration

nor vivacity which chara6terize the Athenians,

though we ought perhaps to attribute this more to

education than to nature. If they appear heavy

and flupid °, it is becaufe they are ignorant and

clownilh. As they employ their time more in

bodily than mental exercifes p, they poflefs neither

the gift of facility of expreffion % the graces of

elocuton \ the knowledge to be derived from

ftudy % nor thofe pleaflng manners wJiich are more

the work of art than nature.

It mufl not be fuppofed however that Bceotia,

|ias produced no men of genius : feveral Thebans

1 Paufan. lib. 9, p. 740.
^ Clcer. de Fat. cap. 4, t. iii. p. 101.
n Hippocr. de Aer. Loc. Aq. cap. 55, &c. Plat, de Leg.

lib. 5, t. ii p. 747. Arid. Probl. 14, t. ii. p. 750.
» Find. Olymp. r-,v. 152. Demofth. de Cor. p. 47Q. Pint,

de Efu Cnn t. ii. p. 995. Dionyf. Halicarn. de Rhct. t, Ts

p. 402. Cicer. de Fat. cap. 4, t. iii. p. 101.

P Ncp. in Alcib. cap. 1 1.

1 Plat in Conv. t.iii. p. 182.
r Liician. in Jov. Trag. t. ii. p. 679. Schol. ibid,

• Strab. lib. 9, p. 401.
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have done honour to the fchool of Socrates ^

Epaminondas was not lels diftinguilhed tor his

knowledge than for his military talents ". In my
journey I met with a number of very intellgent

perfons ; among others, Anaxis and Dionyfio-

dorus, who jointly compofcd a new hiftory of

Greece *. It is alfo to be remembered that Boeotia

was the birth-place of Hcfiod, Corinna, and

Pindar.

Hefiod has left a celebrated name, and works

in great eftimation. As he is fuppofed to have

been cotemporary with Homer y, fome have ima-

gined he was his rival j but Homer could have

no rivals.

The theogony of Hefiod, like that of many

ancient Greek writers, is only a tifTue of abfurd

ideas, or impenetrable allegories.

The tradition of the people who dwell in the

neighbourhood of Helicon rcjeds the works af-

cribed to him, wiJi the exception of an epiftle

addrefled to his brother Perf^s *, to exhort him to

induftry. He reminds him of the example of their

far her, who provided for his family by feveral times

expofmg his life in a trading vefTcl, and who, to-

wards the end of his days, quitted the city of Cyme,

' Diogcn. Laevt. lib. , § 124.

" Ncp. in Epnm. cap. 2.

» Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 403.
y Herodot. lib 2, cap. 53. Marmor. Oxon. Epoch. 29 et 30.

* Paufan. lib. 9, cap. 31, p. 771.

T4
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in ^olia, to fettle in the vicinity of Helicon*,'

Befides jufl refle6lions on the various duties of

men'', and painful remarks on their injuftice,

Hefiod has inrtrfperfed in this work many preceptJ

relative to Agriculture % the more interefting, as

no preceding author has ever treated of this

arf*.

He never travelled •= ; but cultivated poetry to

an extreme old age ^ His elegant 2nd harmo-

nious ftyle captivates the ear s, and breathes that

genuine ancient fimpliciry, which confifts in pre-

ciftrly fuiting the thoughts, and the words in which

they are expreffed, to the fubjedl.

Hefiod excelled in that kind of poetry which

requires little elevation^-, Pindar in that which

foars '. The latter flourifhed at the time of the

expedition of Xerxes ^, and lived to the age of

about fixty-five^

3 Hefiod. Oper. et Dies, v. 633.
»» Plat, de Rep. lib. 5, p. 466. Cicer, ad Famil. lib. 6j

cpift. 18, t. 7, p. 2 13.

<^ Hefiod. ibid. v. 383.
*• Plin. lib. 14, cap. I, t. i. p. yo^.
* Paufan. lib. 1, cap. 2, p. 6.

* Cicer. de Seneft. § 7, t. iii. p. 30T.

z Dionyf. Haiic. de Vet. Script. Cenf. t. v. p. 419.
h Qiiintil. Inftit. lib. lo, cap. I, p. 629.
J Id. ibid. p. 631.
^ Pind. Iltlim. 8, v. 20. Schol. ibid. DIod. Sic. lib. 11,

p. 22.

» Thorn. Mang. Gen. Pind. Corfin. Fail. Att. t. ii. p, 56 j t. iii.

p. 122 et 206.
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He ftudied poetry and mufic under different

teachers, and particularly under Myrtis, a woman
diftinguifhed for her talents, and ftill more ccle-r

brated for numbering among her fcholars Pindar,

and the beautiful Corinna"'. Thele pupils were

connedted at leaft by a love of the arts. Pindar,

who was the youngeil of the two, never negleded

to conliilt Corinna. Having learnt from her that

poetry fnould enrich itfelf with the fictions of fable,

he thus began cne of his poems ;
*' Shall I

fing the river Ifmenus, the nymph Melia, Cad-

mas, Hercules, BaccSus, &c. ?" To each ofthefe

names he had fubjoincd epithets. Corinna faid to

him, fmiling: " You have taken a fack of cora

to fow a piece of ground, and inftead of fcattering

it with your hand, at the very firfl ftep you have

emptied the whole fack*.'*

He applied himfelf to every fpecies of poetry **,

and principally owed his fame to the hymns de-

manded of him, either to honour the fcftivals of

the gods, or to celebrate the triumph of the vi<5lors

at public games.

Nothing can be more difficult than fuch a tafk.

The tribute of praife required from the poet muft

«• Suid. in Kc^iv. et in u!-A.

" PIut.de Gicjr. Athen. t. I'i. p. 34.7.
° Suid. in n.^^. Fabr. Bibl. Grrec. t. i. p. 550. Mem. (!e

i'Acad. dcs Bell. Lettr. t. xiii. p. 2?3 ; t. xv. p. 357.
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be ready by a flated day ; he has always the fame

fcenes to paint, and is in perpetual danger of

foaring above, or finking beneath his fubject :

but Pindar felt an internal fentiment fuperior to

fuch trifling obftacles, and which extended his

views beyond the limits of ordinary men.

His vigorous and independent genius never

advanced but in bold, irregular, and impetuous

movements. Are the gods the lubjed of his odes,

he foars like the eagle to the foot of the celeftial

throne. Is he to fing of men, he rulhes into the

lifts like an ungovernable courfer. In the heavens

and on earth, he pours forth, if I may be allowed

the expreflion, a torrent of fublime images, daring

metaphors, nervous thoughts, and luminous and

relplendent language p.

"Why do we fometimes behold this torrent

overflow its banks, return into its bed, again burft

over its bounds with redoubled fury, and retire

once more peaceably to terminate its career ? Like

a lion, who rufhes forward from time to time in

various and winding paths, and never rcpofes till

he has feized his prey, Pindar with determined

force purfues every objedl which tranfjently pre-

V Horat.lib. 4, od, 2. Quintil. Tnftit. lib. ic, cap. i. p. 631.

Difc. Prelim.de la Tradud. des Pythiques. Mem._de I'Acad.

des Bell. Lettr. t. li. p. 34 ; t. v. Hift. p. 95; t. xxxil. p. 45 if
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fents itfelf to his view. He runs, he flies on the

tracks of glory ; and eagerly pants to difplay it to

his country. When it is not fufficiently brilliant

in thevidlors he is to celebrate, he feeks it in their

anceflors, in their native land, in the inftitutors

of the games, wlierever he can collect its fcattered

rays, which he has the fecret of combining wit h

thofe with which he crowns his heroes. At fight

of their effulgency he falls into delirium that

nothing can fufpend •, afiimilates their fplendor to

that of the ftar of day •, and places the viflor in

whom they are concentred at the fummit of hap-

pinefs \ If he unites wealth to beauty, he ele-

vates him to the very throne of Jupiter ^i but to

guard Ijim againil pride, he hailens to rem.ind him,

that, clothed in a mortal body, the earth will foon

be his laft covering \

So fingular a language was conformable to the

fpirit ot the age. The recent vidories gained

by the Greeks over the Perfians had given them

a new proof, that nothing elevates the mind more

than conspicuous and illuftrious teftimonials of the

public elteem. Pindar availing himlelf of circum-

ftances, and accumulating the moft energetic ex-

'^ Find. Olymp. I, v. 7.

' Id. ibid. V. 157,
' Find. Hlhra. 5, v. 18.

* IJ. Nem. II, V. 20.
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preflions, and the mod brilliant metaphors, feemed

to borrow the voice of thunder, that he might fay

to the dates of Greece : Suffer not the divine

flame enkindled in our hearts to be extinguifhed
;

excite every fpecies of emulation ^ honour every

kind of merit-, be aflured, that ads of fortitude

and fublimity alone can be performed by the man
"who lives but for glory. To the Greeks affem-

bled in the plains of Olympia, he faid : Behold

thofe athletae, who have engaged in contefts fo

arduous and fo dangerous to obtain a few olive-

leaves in your prefence. What will you not per^-

form then, when called on to avenge youy

country ?

Even at this day, thofe who attend the fplen^

did foleinnities of Greece ; who behold a viftor at

tlie moment of his triumph •, who follow him in h's

return to his native city ^ who hear the air refound

with thofe ftiouts, thofe tranfports of joy and ad-

miration, amid which are heard the names of their

anceftors who merited the fame difLin6lion, and

the epithets of the tutelary gods who have effected

fuch a vidory for their country : thefe perfons, I

fay, inftcad of being furprifed at the fallies and

enthufiafm of Pindar, will feel, no doubt, that his

poetry, fublime as it is, is inadequate to defcribe

the fenfation which on fuch occafions they them-

felves have experienced.
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Pindar, frequently ftruck with a fpeflacle no lefs

affeding than magnificent, partook of the general

intoxication, and transferring it to his poetical

images, conftitiited himfelf the panegyrift and the

diflributor of glory : hence all his fubjedls were

ennobled, and acquired a charadler of majefty.

He had to celebrate illuftrious fovereigns and ob-

fcure citizens ; but in either it is not the man that

he confiders, the vi(51:or only is his theme.

Under pretext that men are foon difgufted with

praifes of which they themfelves are not the ob-

jedl ", he never dwelt on perfonal qualities ; buc

as the virtues of kings entitle them to real glory,

he extols them for the good they have done *, and

fhews them what they have it in their pov;cr to

perform. *' Be jull," adds he, " in all your actions,

faithful in all your words * ; refled that thou-

fands of witncfles have their eyes fixed upon you

;

the flighteft error on your parts would be a fatal

mifchief y." This was the flyle of Pindar's com-

mendation : he neither laviflied incenfe, nor would

grant every one the right to offer it, *' Praifes," faid

he, " are the reward of fublime actions *
: virtues

« Pind. Pyth. I, V. 160 ; 8, V. 43; Ifthm. 5, v. 65 ; Nem. 10,

V. 37.
"^ Id. Olymp. I, V. 18 ; 2, v. 10 et 180.

* The manner in which Pindar clothes thefe maxims, may giv^

an idea of the boldnefs of his metaphors. Govtrriy fays he, luitb

the helm ofjujlice ; forge your tongue on the anvil oftruth,
r Pind. Pyth. 1, v. 16$.
' Id. Ifthra. 2> V, 1 1.
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are nourifned by their benignant dew, as plahtS

by the dew of heaven* •, but it is for the man of

worth alone to beftow praifes on worthy men''.**

Notwithftanding the profundity of his ideas^

and the apparent diforder of his ftyle, his verfes

have always been, univeifally applauded. The
multitude admire without underftanding*^j be-

caufe for them it is fufficient that lively images

pafs rapidly before their eyes like lightning, and

grand and founding v/ords repeatedly flrike their

aftonifhed ears 5 but the moft difcerning judges

will always place Pindar in the firft rank of lyric

poets'^, whim philofophers already quote hi»

maxims, and refped his authority ^.

Inftead of particularizing the fpecific beauties

interfperfed in all his works, I have confined

myfelf to point out the noble fentiments with which

they are animated. I may be allowed therefore

to fay with him :
" I had many arrows to launch j

I have chofen that which might leave an honour-

able impreffion in the butt ^"

It now remains for me to give fome idea of

his life and charadler. I have extrafted the lead-

aPind. Nem.R,v. 6S.

*> Id. Nem. 1 1, V. 22.

= Id. Olymp. 2, V. 153.
^ Korat. (^intil. Longin. Dionyf. Hallc. Mem. de I'Acad.

dcs Bell. Lcttr. t. >:v. p. 369.
" Plat, in Men. t. ii. p. Si; de Rep. lib. Ijp. 331.
f rind. Olymp. 2, v. 1 49 ; PyLh. i, v. 84.
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ing features from his writings, in which the The„

bans fay he has given his own portrait. " There

was a time when the language of poetry was not

fullied by fordid intereft ^. Let others at this

day be dazzled with the brilliancy of gold j let

them enlarge their poffeffions on every fide ^
: I

affix no value to riches, except, when tempered

and embcMifhed by the virtues, they enable us to

acquire immortal glory*. My words are never

diftant from my thought ''. I love my friends ; I

hate my enemy, but I attack him not with the

weapons of calumny and fatire'. Envy obtains

from me only a contempt that humiliates it : as

my only vengeance, I leave it to the ulcer that

corrodes its heart "". Never fhall the impotent

cries of the timid and jealous bird ftay the daring

eagle foaring in the air".

" Amid the flow and ebb of joys and griefs which

roll over the heads of mortals, who is there can

flatter himfelf that he ftiall enjoy conftant feli-

city ° ? I have caft my eyes around me, and per-

ceiving that man is happieft in mediocrity, I have

bewailed the deftiny of the powerful, and prayed

s Find. Ifthm, 2, v. 15.
»» Id. Nem. 8, v. 63.
» Id. Olymp. 2, V. 96 ; Pyth. 3, v. 195 ; ibid. 5, v. I,

^ Id. Ilihm. 6, V. 105.
* Id. Nem. 7, V. 100 ; Pyth. 2, v. 154. et 155,
* Id Pyth. 2, V. j68 ; Nem. 4, v. 65.
" Id. Nem. 3, V. 138.
* Id. Olymp. z, V. 62. Nem. 7, v. 81,
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the gods not to overwhelm me with the biirthert

of fuch profperity p. I walk through fimple paths i

contented with my fituation, and beloved by my
fellow- citizens ''

•, all my ambition is to pleafc

them, w.thout relinquilhing the privilege of freely

explaining myfelf with refpeft to whatever I deem

honourable and difhonourable ^ In this difpofi-

tion I tranquilly approach old age^j happy if,-

on reaching the gloomy confines ot life, I can but

bequeath to my children the mofl precious inhe^

ritance of all others, that of an unblemifhed

name ^"

The wifiies of Pindar were accomplilhed -, he

lived in tranquillity and honour. The Thebans,

it is true, fentenced him to pay a fine for praifing

their enemies the Athenians ", and the pieces of

Corinna were five times preferred to his * at the

poetical competitions •, but thefe tranfient ftorms

were foon fucceeded by days of ferenity, The

Athenians and all the ftates of Greece loaded him

with honours '^
•, and Corinna herfelf did juftice

to the fuperinrity of his genius^. At Delphi,

9 Find. Pyth. ii, v. 76.

^ Plat, de Anim. Procreat. t. ii. p. 1030.
r Find. Nem. 8, v. 64.
s Id. Ifthm. 7, V. s^'
* Id. Pyth. 11, V. 76.

« .^fchin. Epirt. 4, p. 207. Paufan. Kb. i, cap. 8, p. zo,
^ jElian. Var. Hift. lib. 13, cap. 25.
y Paufan. ibid. Thom. Mag. Gen. Find,
* Fabric. Bibl. Grxc.t.i, p. 578.

during
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during the Pythian games, compelled to yield to

the wifhes of an immcnfe multitude of fpeftators,

he placed himfelf, crowned with laurels, on an

elevated feat \ and taking up his lyre, brought

forth fuch harmonious founds as excited fhouts of

admiration from the whole aflembly, and afforded

the moft delightful entertainment of the feftival.

When the facrifices were ended, the priefts of

Apollo folemnly invited him to the facred ban-

quet ; for the oracle, to honour him by a diftinc-

tion equally illuilrious and novel, had ordered a

portion of the firft fruits offered in the temple to

be referved for him ''.

The Boeotians have a great tafte for mufic;

almoft all of them learn to play the flute '=. Since

their vidory at Leu6lra they indulge more freely

in the plcafures of the tahle*^ : they have excellent

bread, plenty of vegetables and fruit, and fufficient

game and fifli to allow of a confiderable quantity

being fent to Athens <=.

The winter is very cold in every part of Bosotia,

^Paufan.lib. lo, cap. 24,9.8^-8.
•» Id. lib. 9, cap. 23, p. 755. Thorn. Maor. Gen. Pitid.

c Arillopli. in. Acharn. v. 863. Schol. ibid. v. S6z, &c.

Poll. lib. 4, § 65. Athen. lib. q, cap. 25, p. 184.
«• Polyb. ap. Athen. lib. 10, cap. 4, p. 418.
= Ariiloph. ibid. v. S-;>i. Eubul. ap. Athen. lib. 2, cap. 8,

p. 47. Dicccarch. Stat. Grsc. p. 17. Piiu. lib. 19, cap. 5, t. ii.

p. 166 et 167.

Vol. III. U
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and almoft infupportable at Thebes ^ During this

feafon the Tnow, the wind, and want of wood,

render this part of Greece as unpleafing a place

of refidence as it is agreeable in fummer, from

the mildnels of the air, the extreme coolnefs of

its abundant waters, and the cheerful afpeft of

the country, which long preferves its verdures.

The Thcbans are courageous, infolent, and

vain: with them the tranlition is fhort from paf-

fion to infult, and from a contempt of law to a

total difregard of the didlates of humanity. The

fmalleft expeilation of advantage gives occafion

to the groiTeft acts of injuftice, and murders are

frequently the confequence of the moft frivolous

quarrels ''. The women are tall, well made, and

generally of a fair complexion ; their carriage is

noble, and their drefs not inelegant. In public,

they conceal their faces, fo as to diicover nothing

but their eyes : their hair is knotted upon their

heads, and their feet are coniined in purple dip-

pers, fo fmall as to leave them almoft entirely

bare: their voice is remarkably fweet and tender;

that of the men harili and difagrceable, and in

fome meafure fuitcd to their charafter'.

f Columell. de Re Ruftic. lib. r, cap. 4.

E Dicaearch. Stat. Grcec. p. 17.
^ Id. ibid. p. I 5.

> Id. ibid. p. iCet 17.

8

<
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No traces of this charafler, however, are to be

found in a body of young warriors, called the

Sacred Battalion'', who, to the number of three

hundred, are brought up together, and main-

tained at the public cKpence, in the citadel. Their

cxercifes, and even their amufements, are regu-

lated by the melodious founds of the flute. To
prevent their courage from degenerating into

blind fury, care is taken to infpire them with the

nobleft and moll animated fentiments.

Each warrior muft choofe from the band a friend,

to whom he remains infeparably united. All his

ambition is to pleafe him, to merit his efteem, to

jfhare his pleafurcs and fuffcrings in life, and his

labours and dangers in battle. If perfonally inca-

pable of felf-refpe6b, he ftill mull refped: himfelt

in a friend whofe cenfure is his moll cruel punifh-

\
ment, and his praifes his moll exquifite enjoy-

i
ment. This almoft fupernatural union makes

them prefer death to infamy, and the acquifition

of glory to every inferior objeft. One of thefe

warriors, in the heat of the engagement, was

thrown with his face upon the ground ; when

feeing one of the enemy on the point of flab-

bing him in the back :
" Stay," laid he, raifing

himlelf up, " plunge your fword into my bread j

my friend would have too much reafon to blufh.

^ Plut, in Pelop. t. i. p. 287.

U 2
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were it rufpecSled that I received my death wound

iruflight."

Formerly thefc three hundred warriors were

diftributed in troops at the head of the different

divifions of the army. Pelopidas, who had fre-

quently the honour of commanding them, having

made them fight in a body, the Thebans v.ere in-

debted to them for almofl all the advantages thev

gained over the Liacedasmonians. Philip deftroyed

this hitherto invincible cohort at Chceronea ; and

the prince, feeing thefe young Thebans llretched on

the field of -battle, covered with honourable wounds,

and lying fide by fide on the ground on which they

had been ftationed, could not with-hold his tears,

but bore a noble teftimony to their virtue as well as

to their valour ^

It has been remarked, that nations and cities, no

lefs than families, have a prevailing vice or defcdt,

v/hich is tranfmitted, like certain difeafes, from

race to race, with a greater or lefs degree of vio-

lence : hence thofe reciprocal reproaches, which

are converted into a kind of proverbs. Thus the

Boeotians iv.ually obkrve, that envy has fixed its

abode at Tanagra, the thirft of illicit gain at

Oropus, the fpirit of contradiction at Thefpise^

violence at Thebes, covetoufnefs at Anthedon,.

' Plut. in Pelop. t. i. p. 2S7.

I

I

I
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falfe politenefs at Coronea, oftentation at Platasa,

and flupidity at Haliartus ".

On leaving Thebes, we pafled by a coafidcrable

lake, named Hylica, into which the rivers that

water the territory of this city difcharge theinfelves.

From thence we travelled to the banks of Lake

Copais, which engrofTed our whole attention.

Bceotia may be confidered as a large bafon fur-

rounded by mountains, the different chains of

which are connected by high grounds. Other

hills ftretch into the heart of the counrry •, moft of

the rivers which proceed from them unice in Laice

Copais, which is three hundred and eighty (ladia*

in circumference ", and which neither has nor can

have any apparent iffue. It would, therefore, foon

overflow Bceotia, had not nature, or rather the in-

duilry of man, contrived fecret pafTages to drain

off the water °.

In the part adjoining to the fea, the lalce termi-

nates in three bays, which advance to the foot of

Mount Ptous, fituated between the fea and the

lake. From the bottom of each of thefe bays

diverse a number of canals, that traverfe the

mountain through its whole breadth, fome cf

which are thirty ftadia in length -f, and others of

"> Dicaearch. Stat. Gikc, p. 18.

* roLirtien le;ij^ucs and cue third.

" Strab. lib. 9, ]>. 407.
*> Id. ibid. p. 406.

f More :hiui a league.

U3
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a much greater extent p. To excavate or cleanfe

them, wchs had been funk at ftated diftances on

the mountain, wiiich appeared to us of an im-

menfe depth. The traveller, when he views

thcfe wo;k:, is aftoniflieJ at the difficulty of the

enterprilc, a well as the expence it muft have coil,

and the time requifite for its completion. But

wh^t is flill more furprifmg is, that thefe canals

and pits, of wh ch neither hiilory nor tradition

has preferved any remembrance, muft be attri-

buted to the moft remote antiquity, and that in

thole diftant ages we have no knowledge of any

power in Boeotia capable of forming and executing

fo vaft a projedl.

However this may be, thefe canals require a

great L.bour and expence to maintain them. At

prefent they arc much negleded *
: moft of them

are chocked up, and the lake feems t3 be gaining

on the plain. It is very probable that the deluge,

or rather the inundation which happened in Bceotia,

in the lime of Ogyges, was caufed only by the

obftruftion of the waters in thefe fubterraneous

conduits.

After pafTmg through Opces, and other towns

belong ng to the Locr;ans, we arrived at the

ftraits of Thcrmopyls. I entered w th a fecret

p Strab. lib. y, p. 406. Whcler's Journey, p. ^66.
* In the time of Alexander, a man of Chalcis was employed tp

cleanfe them. (Strab. hb. 9, p. 407, Steph. in A&9r.)



ANA C n ARSIS. 295

awe and reverence this famous defile, where four

thouland Greeks, for feveral days, made head

againft the innumerable army of the Perfians, and

where Leonidas fell with his three hundred Spar-

tans. It is a narrow paflage, fliut in on one fide

by lofty mountains and on the other by the tea

;

but I have already defcribed it in the Introduc-

tion.

We examined it feveral times, and vifited the

therms or hot baths, from which it received the

name of Thermiopyla^ ''. We faw likewife the

little eminence to which the companions of Leo-

nidas retired after the death of that hero r. We
followed their footfttps to the other extremity of

the ftrait', and to the tent of Xerxes, whom
they i-cfolved to immolate in the midft of his

army.

A multitude of circumftances gave birth to the

ftrongeft emotions in our minds. That fea, once

llained with the blood of nations-, thofe moun-

tains, with their lummits concealed in the clouds

;

the profound lolitude which environed us •, the

memory of fo many glorious deeds as it were pre-

fented to our eyes, at fight of the places which

had been the fcenes of aftion ; the lively concern,

in fine, which Vv^e naturally take in luffering virtue ;

every objed excited our admiration or fenfibility :

1 Herodot.lib. 7, cap. 176.
«" Id. ibid, cap 225.
s Plut. de Malign. Hcrodot. t. ii. p. 866.

U4
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when, looking round us, we call our eyes on the

monuments crcded by order of the Amphidtyonic

council on the eminence I have juft mentioned ^

They are fmall cippi in honour of the three

hundred Spartans and the orher Grecian troops

engaged in the combat. Infcribed on the neareft

we read :
« Here four thoiifand Greeics of Pelopon-

nefus fought againd three millions of Perfians."

On the fecond, we read this inlcription by Simo-

nides :
" Paffenger, go tell at Laceda^mon, that we

lie here in obedience to her fa. red lav/s"!" With
what an exalted fentiment of grandeur, with

what fublime indifference, do thefe words tranfmit

events fo glorious to pollerity ! The names of

Leonidas and his three hundred companions are

not recorded in this infcription ; for it uas im-

pofTible to imagine that they ever could be for-

gotten. I have heard feveral Greeks repeat them

from memory, and communicate them to each

other". In a tlird infcription for Megitlias the

augur, it is faid, that this Spartan, apprized of the

fate that awaited him, chofe rather to die than

leave ihe Grecian army ^. Near to thefe funeral

monuments is a trophy erefled by Xerxes, which

does more honour to the vanquiihed than to the

viftors ^.

' Htrodot. lib. 7, cap. 228.
" Id. ibid. Strab. lib. 9, p. 4:19. Cicci. Tufcul. lib. I, cap. 42,

t. ii. p. 268.

^ Mcrodo'-. lib. 7, cap. 224.

y Id. ibid. cap. 22H.

^ liocr. Epili.. ud riiilip. t. i, p. 304.
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CHAP. XXXV.

^our of ^Thejfaly *. JmphH^ycns. TPliches. Kings

of Phcr<£. Valley of Tanpc.

ON leaving the flraits of Thermopylcc, we en-

ter into Thefialy -\-. This country, com-

prifing IVTagnefia and other little diflrifls which

have particular denom:nati(;ns, is bounded to the

eaft by the Tea, to the north by Mount Olympus,

to the weft by Mount Pindus, and to the Ibuth by-

Mount Oeta. From thele eternal boundaries

branch out other chains of mountains and hills

which wind through the country, occafionally em-

bracing fertile plains, which, from their form, and

the manner in which they are cnclolbd, relemble

vail amphitheatres \ Opulent cirics are feated on

the heights which encircle thcfe plains, and the

whole country is watered by rivers falling in ^iviic-

ral into the Peneus, which, before it lofes itlclf in

the lea, flows throurh the famous valley of Tcmpe.

* In tlie funimerofthe year 357 before Chriit.

j- .Sec the map of Tlitfialy.

* Plin. lib. 4, cap. 8, t. i. p. 199.
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A few ftadia from Thcrmopylce vvc found the

little village of Anthela, celebrated for a temple of

Ceres, and for the annual afTembly of the Am-
phi<ftyons ''. This council would be the moft

ufeful, and confequently the mod fublime of in-

flitutions, were not the motives of humanity which

gave it birth compelled to yield to the paffions of

thofe who govern nations. According to fome,

Amphidlyon, who reigned over the neighbouring

country, was its inftitutor'= ; others fay it was

Acrifius, king of Argos**. Thus much, however,

appears certain, that in the moft remote periods

twelve nations in the north of Greece = *, fuch as

the Dorians, the lonian.s, the Phocians, the Boeo-

tians, the ThefTalians, and others, formed a con-

federation to prevent the evils attendant upon

war. It v.as determined that they fhould annually

fend deputies to Delphi ; that infonPiation fhould

be given to this of all injuries done to the temple

of Apollo which had received their oaths, and all

violations of the law of nations, of which they

profefied themfelves the defenders ; that each of

the -'twelve nations fhould have two furTrages in

^' Herodot. lib. 7, cap. 200. Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell.

Lettr. t. iii. p. 191, occ.

^ Marmor. Oxon. epoch. 5. Piid. Ccmmentrcr. p. 359.
Tlieopomp. ap. Harpccr. in A^^iJtl. Paufaii. lib. 10, cap. 8,

p. 815.
«* Strab. lib. 9, p. 420.
« iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 413. Strab. ibid. Paiifan. ibid.

* See note at the end of ihe volume.
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the perfon of its deputies, and engage to carry

into execution the decrees of this auguft tribunal.

The league was ratified by an oath, the form of

which is lliiil retained. " We fwear," faid the

affociated ftatcs, " never to deftroy the Amphic-

tyOiiic towns, not ever to divert, either in peace or

war, the Iprings or ftreanis ncceiTary to fupply their

wants : if any power fliould dare to attempt it, we

will march againfc that power, and deftroy its cities.

Should impious men fcize on the ofterings in the

temple of Apollo, we fwear to employ our feet,

our arms, our voices, and all our powers, againft

them and their accomplices ^"

This tribunal ftill fubfifts, nearly in the fame

form in which it was originally inftituted. Its

jurifdidiion has extended with -the nations which

left the northern parts of Greece, and which, re-

maining united to the Amphidtyonic league, have

carried with them the right of attending and voting

at thcfe afiemblies to tiicir adopted countries*.

This is the cafe with the Lacedsemonians, who

formerly inhabited Theffaly, and who, when they

fettled in Peloponnefus, retained one of the two

fuffrages to which the Dorians, of whom they

formed a part, were originally entitled. In like

manner, the double fufTrage granted to the lonians

was, in procefs of time, divided between the

^ iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 41'^.

« Mem. de TAcad. dcs Bell. LeUr, t. xxi. Hifl:. p. 237.
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Athenians and Ionian colonies of Afia Minora.

But, though the number of votes at this council

can never exceed twenty-four, the number of de-

puties is not limited j the Athenians fometimes

had three or four '.

The AmphiClyonic council is held in the fpring

at Delphi, and in autumn at the town of Anrhela ^.

It attrads a numerous concourfe of fpeclators and

opens by facrifices offered up for the tranquillity

and profperity of Greece. Befides the obje6ls

fpeciiied in the oath, the aflembly judges all dif-

ferences between cities which claim the right of

prefiding at the facrifices offered by feveral cities

in conjunftion', or which, after a battle gained,

may attempt to appropriate exclufively to them-

felves honours that ihould be the portion of all"'.

Other caufes, civil, as well as criminal, are brought

before this tribunal", but more efpecially ktch of-

fences as openly violate the law of nations °. The

queflion is dilcuiTed by the deputies of the con-

tending parties, and decided by the majority of

voices. A fine is impofed on the ofi'ending na-

tions or cities, which, it nor paid before a ilated

" .-Efchin. <lc Falf. Leg-, p. 413.
' Id. In Ctel;ph. p. ^46.
^' Strab- lib. 9, r. 420. j'ilfcliin. ibicl.

> Dcr^icfth. de Coi.p. 405. Plut. Rl.ot. Vit. t. ii. p. 850.
^ Deinoilh. in Nexr. p. B77. Ciccr. ck Invent. l;b. 2, cap. 23,

t. i. p. 96.
" xMcn:. dc PAcnd. dcs r.'.-l], Leltr. t. v. p. 405,
" i'lut. :ii Cim, t. i, p. 4153.
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time, is followed by a fecond fentence, by which

it is doubled p. If thofe ag-ainft whom it is award-

cd flill continue refracftory, the aflcmbly may call

for afTiIlance to fupport its decree, and arm agrxinft

them the whole Amphidyonic body, ccnfircing of

a great part of Greece. It may alfo exclude

them from the Amphi(5i:yonic league, or common
union of the temple ''.

But powerful nations do not always fubmit to

its decrees. Of this we have an inftance in the

recent conduct of the Lacedssmonians, who having,

in time of profound peace, taken pofiefTion of the

citadel of Thebes, the magiftratcs of tlv^.t city fum-

moned them to the Amphictyonx council. The

Lacedaemonians were firil fcntenced to pay five

hundred talents, and afterwards a thoufand, which

they refufed, alleging that thedecifion was unju(l^

The judgments pronounced againfl nations who

profane the temple of Delphi are more tremen-

dous. Their foldiers march with the more repug-

nance on fuch an enterprife, as they are punifhed

with death, and deprived of Itpukure, when taken

in arms' -, while thofe called on by the council to

avenge tUc profanation of tlie altars, arc the more

willing to obey, as every man v.-ho favours or tole-

P Diod. Sic.lib. 15, p. 430.
1 riut. in Themilt, t. i. p. 122. Pnufan. lib. :c. czp. Z,

p. Si^-*. JEich-u. de Fair. Leg. p. 413.
• Diod. S:c. lib. 16, p. 43c.
^ Id. ibid. p. 427^431.
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rates the acl is deemed a fharer in the impiety*

On thefe occafions the guilty people, befides the

anathemas thundered out againft them, have to

dread the policy of the neighbouring princes, who

frequently find the means of gratifying their own

ambition by efpoufmg the caufe of the gods.

From Anthela we proceeded into the territory

of the Trachinians, and faw the country people

employed in coilefting the valuable hellebore

which grows on mount Geta ^ The defire of fa-

tisfying our curiofity induced us to purfue the road

to Hypata. We had been told that we Ihould

meet with a great number of forcercffes in Thef-

faly, and efpecially in this town ". And they

(hewed us, indeed, feveral women of the lower

clafs, who were able, as they faid, to arreft the

courfe of the fun, to draw the moon down to the

earth, to excite or appeafe tempefts, recall the

dead to life, or p.ecipitate the living into the

tomb *.

What can be fuppofed firft to have given birth

to fuch ideas ? Thcfe who believe them of recent

origin, affirm that a Theflalian woman of the lafl

century, named Aglaonice, having learned to

t Theophr. Hirt. Plant. lib. 9, cap. 11, p. 1063.
« Ariltonh. ill Nub. v, 747. Plin. lib. 30, cap. I, t. ii. p. 523.

Senec. in HJppol. aft. 2, v. 420. Apul. JVletam. lib. i. p. 15 ;

lib. ?. p. 20.

» Emp-d. apud Dlor^cn. Lacrt. lib. 8, § 59. Apul. ibid.

p. 6. Virg. Etiu^. 8, V. 6y.
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predid eclipfes of the moon, attributed this phse-

nomenon to her incantations y^ and that it was in-

ferred from thence that the fame means fufficed to

fufpend all the laws of nature. But another woman

of TheiTaly, as far back as the heroic ages, is fiid to

have exercifed afovereign power over that planet*;

and a multitude of fadts clearly prove that it is

lono; fince mao-lc has been introduced into Greece.

Without enquiring minutely into its origin, we

were defirous, during our ftay at Ilypata, to be

witnefs to fome of its operations. Vve v/ere pri-

vately conducted to fome old women v/hofe wretch-

ednefs was as excefTive as their ignorance : they

boafted that they poiTeffed charms againfl: the bite

of fcorpions and vipers', and others that would

. debilitate the vigour of a youthful bridegroom,

or deftroy Bocks and bees *". We faw fome em-

ployed in making figures of wax, which they load-

ed with imprecations, piercing them at the fame

time with needles, after which they expofcd them

in the different quarters of the town *=. The per-

fons v/hofe refemblance they bore, ftruck with

thefe objtrcfts of terror, imagined themfelves de-

y Plut. Conjugal. Prascept. t. ii. p, 145. Id. de Orac. Def.

p. 417. Boyle, Rep. aux Queft. t. i. cap. 44. p. 424.
* Scnec. in Htrcul. Oetoro, v. 525.
^ Plat, in Euthydcm. t. i. p. 290.
>» Herodot. lib. 2, cap. i8r. Plat de Leg. lib. Ii, t. ii.

P-93^
' Plat, dc Leg. lib. II, t. li. p. 933, Ovid. Heroid, epift. 5,
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voted to death, and the dread with which they

were feized not unfrequently fhortened their days*

We furprifed one of thefe women rapidly turn-

ing a fpinning whceH, and muttering myftcrious

words. Her object was to recall ^ young Polycieius,

who had fori'dk^.n Salamis, one of tiie mod diftin-*

guifhed women in the town. To know the fequel

of this adventure, we made a few prcftnts to My-*

cale, for that was the name of this forcerefs. A
few days after (he faid to us : Salamis is too impa^

tient to wait for the effcdls of my firft fpells ; jQie

will come this evening to try new ones; I will

conceal vou in a corner, where you may fee and

hear every thing. We were exaft to our appoint-

ment. Mycale was preparing for her incantations.

Around her ^ we faw branches of laurel, aromatic

plants, plates of brafs covered with unknown cha*

rafters, fleeces of Iheep dyed purple, nails taken

from a gibbet frill clotted with bloo.i, human

ficulis halt eaten by wild beads, fragments of fin-

p-crs, nofes and ears torn from dead bodies, entrails

of viftims, a phial containing the blood of a man

who perifhed by a violent death, a waxen figure

painted white, black, and red, and reprefenting He-

cate, holding a whip, a lamp, and a fword, round

<l Pindar. Pyth. 4, v. 380. ScUol. ibid . ApoU. Argon, lib. i

V 1139. Schol. ibid. Hcfych. in Poj^.'^. Bayle, Rep. aus

Qiicft.p. 4'4'
••, Liician. in Meretr. 4, t. iii. p. 2S8.

f Tlicocr. Idyll. 2. ApuU. Mctam. lib. 3, p,54.
which
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Vrhlch a ferpent twined s -, feveral vafcs filled with

IprintT water'', milk of cows, mountain honey, the

magic wheel, inftruinents of brafs, fome hair of

Polyclctus, a piece of tb.e fringe uf his robe ', and

a variety ot other articles, which we were attentive-

ly obferving, when a flight noiie informed us of

the arrival of Salamis.

We retired into an adjoining chamber. The

beautiful ThefiTalifln entered, infpired by love and

rage; and after bitter ccMiiplaints againft her lover

and the forcerefs, the ceremonies began. Thefe^

to render them more efficacious, Hiould in general

have fom.e affinity to the objeft propofed.

Mycale firft made feveral libations with waterj

if milk, and honey, over the entrails of the viflims :

i flie next took the locks of Polycletus' hair^ inter-

* wove, and knotted them in various ways, and, mix-

ing them with certain herbs, threw them into a

burning brafier "". At this moment Polycletus,

impelled by an irrcfiftible power, il:iould have

appeared and fallen at the feet of his miltrefs.

f
After waiting for him in vain, Salamis, who had

lately been initiated in the fecrets of the art, fud-

denly exclaimed : I will myillf prcfide over the

enchantment. Aid my tranfporrs, Mycale : take

this ve.Tel prepared for the libations, wrap it up in

K Eiifcrb. I'rrrp. Evring. lib. 5, cap. 14, p. 202.
•' Apiil. Mctam. lib. 3, p. 55.
i Theocr. Idyll. 2.

*> •< Apul. Metam. lib. 3, p. SS-

Vol. III. X
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this wooP. Luminary of the night, lend us a

favourable light ! and thou, divinity of the infer-

nal Ihades, dread Hecate, who ftalkcft among the

tombs, and in places bathed with the blood of

mortals, appear, and let our fpells be as potent as

thofe of Medea and of Circe ! Mycale, caft this fak

into the fire"™, faying: I caft the bones of Poly-

cletus. May the heart of this traitor be confumed

by love, as this laurel is confumed by the flames,

as this wax melts at the approach of the fire "

;

may Polycletus turn around my dwelling, as this

wheel turns around its axis : throw handfuls of

bran into the firej ftrike on the brazen velTels.

Hark ! I hear the howling of dogs. Hecate is in

the crofs-road near us ; ftrike, I tell thee, and let

the found apprize her that we feel the effedls of her

prefence. But already the winds hold their breath

;

all nature is calm : alas ! my heart alone is agi-

tated °
! O Hecate ! O tremendous goddefs ! I

make thefe three libations in thy honour; thrice

am I about to utter imprecations againft the new

pa(!ion of Polycletus. May he forefake my rival,

as Thefeus abandoned the wretched Ariadne ! Lee

us try the moft potent of our philtres : pound this

lizard in a mortar, mix it with flour ; let us make

.1 Theocf. Idyll. 2, v. 2.

•" Hei'nf. in Thcocrit. Idyll. 2, v. iS. ;i
^,,j ,.

Thcocrit. jbld. v. 28. Virgil. Eclog.^,V*Sp«
-

• Tiieojcrit. ibid. J«v.-Q
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a potion of it for Polycletus -, and tiiou, Mycr.le,

tc.ke the juice of thtfe herbs, and indantly go and

fprinkle it over the chrci':-ald of h.s door. If he

refifts fo many charms, I will dnploy ethers rnore

fatal, and his death fhill fatisfy my vengeance \

At thefe words Sal.imis withdiew, and a as fjl-

lowed foon after by Mycale.

The incantations which I have been defcribing

were accompanied with cert.iin myflerious forms,

pronounized at intervals by Mycale' j but thefe :^re

not delerving of repetition, fince they coniilled

only of barbarous or disfigured words without

cither connexion or meanmg;.

It ftill remained for us to fee the ceremonies

made ufe of in the cv cation of the manes or

fpirits of the dead. Mycale told us to repair at

night to a folitary place containing a number of

tombs, at fome dillancc from the town. We
there found her bufied in digging a grave , around

which fhc prefently piled up herbs, the bones and

remains of human bodies, figures made of wool,

wax, and flour, and the hair of a ThefTalian wlioni

tve had known, and whom fhe undertook to (hew

us. After lighting the fire, fhe poured the biood

of a black fheep llie had brought with her inio the

grave, and frequently repeated her libations, in-

P TliLOcrit. Idyll. 2, v. 28.

1 Heliod. iEthiop. lib. fc, p. 293.
» Homer. OdyfT. lib. ll, v. 36. Horat. lib. I, (?t. S, v. 22.

H«liod. ibid. p. 29Z. Feith. Antiq. Homer. Lb. i,cap. 17.

X 2
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vocations, and fecret and myflerious forms. Frcni

time to time fhe walked with hafty fteps, with her

feet bare, and her hair difhevelled, uttering horrid

imprecations and fuch howlings as at length be-

trayed her •, for they were heard by the guards

fent by the magiftrates, who had been long watch-

ing her motions. They feized and dragged her

to prifon. The next day we made fome attempts

tofave her, but we were advifed to Ictjuftice take

its courfe^ and to make the beft of our way out

of the town.

Her profellicn is reputed infamous among the

Greeks. The people deteft forcercfies, for they

confider them as the caufe of all their misfortunes.

They accufe them of violating the tombs to muti-

late the dead \ It is true that moil of thefe women

are capable of the blacked crimes, and that poifon

fcrves them more effetlually than their fpells. For

this reafon, the magillrates in general proceed

agalnft them with the ULmoft rigour. During my ,

refidence at Athens, I faw one condemned to die, 4

and her relations, who v/ere become her accom-

plices, fuiTered the fame puniihment". But the

IttWS prohibit only the abuies of tliis frivolous art;

they allow incantations to be ufed unaccompanied

» Lucian. in Afin. t. ii. p. 622. ""',.!"•''"

• • t Lucan.. Pharfai. lib. 6, v. 538. Apu!. Met'am.' ,Kb."2^ p. 33
ct35-

.

•
.",

'"" •

u Dcmolth. in Arillog. p. 840. Philochor. ap. Harpotr. i)£|r-'
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by /brceries, and which in their object may even-

tually prove advantageous to fociety. They are

fometimes ufed againft the epiiepfy *, head-achs >,

and other diforders *. Augurs, authorized by the

magiftrates, are alfo allowed to call up and ap-

pcafe the manes of the dead \ I fliall fpcak more

particularly of thefe evocations in my journey into

Laconia.

From Hypata we proceeded to Lamia, and

purfuing our journey through a wild country, and

over a rugged and uneven road, arrived at Thau-

maci, where we enjoyed one of the finell profpecls

we had feen in Greece ^ ; for this town overlooks

an immenfe plain, the view of which produces the

livcliefl: and mod pleafing emotions. In this rich

and fuperb vale*^ are feveral towns, and 'among

others Pharfalos, one of the largefl and moft opu-

lent in Theflaly. We vifited them all, and ob-

tained all the information we could procure re-

fpefting their traditions, their government, and

the charafter and manners of the inhabitants.

We need but to glance over the face of the

country, to be convinced that it muft, formerly

have contained almoft as m'any tribes or nations

^ Demollli. in Ai'i-iog. p. 840.
7 Plat, ill Charm, t. ii. p. 1^5. Id. in Conviv. '. lii. p. 202.

,

"» Find. Pyth, 3, v. 91. Plin. lib. 18, cap. 2, t.ii, p. 4^4.
a I'luL. dcConfoI. t. ii. p. 109.

•,
*" Li V. lib. 52, cap. 4.

' « Pococke, t. iii. p. 153.

X3
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as it exhibits hills and valleys. Enclofed and de-

fended at that ti^iC by (Irong barriers, which were

continui^lly to be attacked or defended, the people

were rendered brave and enterprfing; and when

t!ie:r manners becime rriore civilized, ThefiTaly

Hill continued the abcde of heroes, and the tiiea-

tre of the moft iliuftrjous achievements. Here

was it that the Cen:aurs and Lapith^ appeared,

that the Argonauts embarked, that Hercules died,

that Achilles was born, that Pirithous lived ; and

hither warriors reforted from the moil diftant

countries to fgnalize theinfelves by deeds of arms.

The Achaeans, the j^^olians, the Dorians, from

whom defcended the Lacedaemonians, and fneral

other poweriui ftates of Greece, derive their or gin

from Thefialy. The people who inhabit it at

pre.ent are the TheHaiians broperly fo Culled, the

peteans, the Phthiotians, the MaLi.ns, the Mag-

nefians, the Perrhaebians, dec. Thefe nations

were formerly governed by kings, and afterwards

experienced revolutions common to great and

fmall ft.'tes j at prefent they are for the moft part

fubject to an oligarchy ^.

On certain occbifions, the towns of each of thefe

Hates fend their deputies to a council in which their

interefts are difcujTed'j but the dec ees of thefe

"^ Thucyd.lib. 4, cap. 78.
e Id. ibid. L'v. lib. 35, cap. 31 j lib. 36, C3p. 8j lib. 39.

cap. 25 ; lib. 42, cap. 3b,



I

A N A C H A R S 1 S. 311

nflemblies are binding only on thofe who have

fubfcribed them. Thus not only are the Hates

independent of each other, but this independence

is extended to the towns of every ftate. For in-

ftiince, the ftate of the Oeteans being divided into

fourteen diftrifts ^, the inhabitants of one may re-

fufe to follow the others to war s. This exceffive

liberty diminifhes the ftrength of each ftate, by

preventing it from uniting its forces, and produces

fuch languor in the public deliberations, that they

often difpenfe with convening the afiemblies^.

The confederacy of the ThelTalians properly fo

called is the moft powerful of all, both from the

number of towns appertaining to it, and from the

accefilon of the Magnefians and Perrhsebians,

whom it has almoft brought under complete fub-

jcclion'.

We meet likewife with fome free cities which

feem unconnefted with any of thefe ftates, and

which, too weak fingly to maintain their indepen-

dence and command a proper refpcct, have

formed an alliance with two or three other neigh-

bouring towns, detached and feeble like them-

felvcs^.

The ThefTalians can bring into the field an

^ Strab. lib. 9, p. 434.
5 Diod. Sic. lib. 18, p. 595.
^ Liv. lib. 34, cap. 5 I.

\ Theop. ap. Athen. lib. 6, p. afij.

^ Slia^, lib. 9, p. 43 7. L.iv. lib, 42, cip. 53*

X 4
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army of fix xhoufand horfe, and ten thoufand in-*

fantry ^, exclufive of their aa-chers who are excel-

lent, and the nurnber of whom can be increafed

^, pleafurci .fpr this, people. are accuftomed from

liheir infancy to draw the bow"'. No troops are

ri)0^*e faipQUS thgn the X^^^'ITjalian cavalry "
j which

i^inot only formjdal^le /rgpni the name it has ac-

quired, but ail nations agree that it is almolit . im-

poflible to.withftand its fhock °.

,
-They are faid to hav^e been the fir ft who ma-

l^ageid horfesvvith the bit, and made iifp of them

in .bjS^ttle;, hence originated, it has been. alleged, the

t^3.ditipn that a race of creature^ called centaury,

hslf horfes and half men, fornierly exiiled In TJief-

alyp. Ijiis fable prove? at Jeaft the antiquity pf

riding on horfeback among them j and. their pre-

dijedion for tliis exercife is evinced by a ceremony

obferved at, ,their .marriaaes. .After the facrifices

an^;Culiqmjai]jy ^f^tes^-^ ^the bridegroom prefents hjs

fpoufe with_%hprfjed€§I^gd out with all the military

trappings '._.

ThelTaly produces \yine, pil, .and fruit of diffe-

'reot kmd§. The land >-is;rforiph that the. '^orn

'»'SfeilophV Hifl. Grsc.' lit). 6, p. 581. Ifocr. de Pace, t, I.

^ Xenopli. ibid. Solm. cap. 8.

•^ Paufan. lib. ic, cap. i, p. 799. Diod. Sic. lib. l6,, p. 435«
Liv. lib. 9, cip. 19.

" l-olyb. lib. 4, p. 278.
P Plin. lib. 7, cap. 56, t. !.. p. 416.
< Julian, de Animal. lib, 1 1, cap, 34,
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would grow too faft, did they not cut it, or turn

in (hcep to graze on it''.

The crops, which arc in general very plentiful,

^re oftpn deftroyed by worms \ A great quantity

of corn is conveyed on carriages to different fea-

ports, and efpecially to that of Thebes in Phthiotis,

whence it is exported to foreign countries ^. This

commerce, which produces confiderable fums, is

the jnore advantageous to the nation, as it is eafy

'to carry it on, and even to increafe it, from the

prodigious number of (laves which are known by

the name of li'cneftje. They are in general de-

fcended from thofe Perrha^bians and Magnefian$

whom the Thefililians, after conquering, con-

demned to flavery ; a circumftance which but too

'ftrongly marks the contradictions of the human

mind. The TheiTalians are the people who per-

haps of all the Greeks pride themfelvcs mod on

their liberty ", and they were the firft to reduce

Greeks to flavery : the Lacedaemonians, v/ho are

no lefs jealous of their freedom, have given the

fame example to all Greece *.

The Penellas have more than once revolted y
;

they are fo numerous as always to infpire dread,

• Theophr. Hift. Phnt. lib. 8, cap. 7, p. 942.
' Id. ibid. cap. to.

' Xenr)ph. Hift. Grxc. lib. 6, p. 58:. Liv. lib, 39, cap. ar,
" Euripid. in Alceft. v. 677.
5= Tlicop. ap. Atlioii lib. 6, cap. iH, p. 265.

f Arilbt. de Rep. lib. 2, cap. 9, t. ii. p. 328,
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fo thac their mafters are 'allowed to make thrm an

article of commerce, and Tell them to 'the other

inhabitants of Greece." But what ' is. ftill more

ihameful is, that avaricious men frequently fteal

the flaves of others, carry ofT evehTree citizens,

and, loading them with chains, force them on

board vefTels which are attrafted to the coafls of

ThefTaly by the third of gain *.

^'.Tn the town of Arne, however, I laysr flaves

whofc condition is not fo bad. They are defend-

ed frorri thofe Boeotians who formerly came to

fettle in the country, and were at length expelled

by the Theflalians. Mofl of them returned to

their native homes ; others, unable to quit their

habitations, capitulated with their conquerors.

They confented to become bondfmen, on condi-

tion that their matters Iliould neither deprive them

of life, nor tranfport them to other countries ; they

undertook the cultivation of the earth, paying an

annual tribute. Many of them atprefent are riche?

than their mafters '.

The Theflalians receive ftran2;ers with great

civility, and treat them with magnificence^. Lux-

ury is confpicuous in their drefs and houfes ' : they

* Ariftoph. in Plut. V. 520. Schol.ibid.
" Archem.ap. Athen. lib. 6, p. 264. Thiicyd. lib, I2.
'' Xenoph. Hift. Graec.Iib.6,p, 579. Athcn. lib. 14, cap. 5,

p. 624.
« Plat, in Crit. t. i. p. 53. Athen. lib, 14, cap. 23, p. 663.

Theop. ap. AtUen.Iib. 6, cap. 17, p. 260.
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are fond to excefs of oftentation and good living
j

thf-ir tables are ferved wiih as much refinement as

proiufion ; and the dancing girls, who are hired

t(j aiiiiU'e them at entertainnitnts, can only pleafc

by laying afide almoft every covering of modefty

and decency ^.

They are pafllonate, turbulent % and fo difficult

to govern, that I hav^e leen many of their towns

diftradtcd with frdlions^. They are reproached,

like 11 other poliflied nations, with not being te-

nacious obfervers of their word, and of readily

failing in their engagements with their allies?.

The education they receive adding only prejudices

and errors to nature, corruption takes early root

among them j example foon invites to the com-

miflion of crimes, and guilt is rendered infolenc

by impun'ty ^.

They have cultivated poetry from the mofl

early ages, aiid pretend that ThefTaly gave birth

to Thamyris, Orpheus, Linus, and many others

who lived in the heroic age, and whofe glory rc-

^cds honour on their country
' ; but fince that

period they have produced no writer, nor any cc-

Jel ratvd artiit. About a century and a half ago

»i Atlicn. lib. 13, cap. 9, p. 607.
' Ljv. lib. 34, cap «;l.

» Uocr. ep. 2, ad PIiil. t. i. p. 45 1.

« Dcmorth. O.'ynth 1, p. 4. Id. adv. Ariftocr. p, 743.
•» l*i-Ht. in Crit. t.i. p. 53.
* Vwfi". Obfcrv. ad Mdam, lib^ 2, cap. 3, p. 456.
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Simonides found them infenfible to the charms of

his poetry ''. They have been more attentive in

later times to the leflbns of Gorgias the rhetori-

cian, and ftill prefer the pompous eloquence by

which he was diftinguiihed, but without fuffering

it to rectify the falfe ideas they entertain of juftice

and of virtue ^

They have fo great a tafie for dancing, and

hold it in fuch eftimation, as to apply the terms

of that art to objefts of a far nobler nature. In

fome places generals or m.agiftrates are called

chiefs of the dance "^ *, Their mufic obferves a

medium between the Doric and the Ionic; and as

it alternately depicts the confidence of prefump-

tion, and the foftnefs of effeminate pleafure, it har-

monizes with the character and manners of the

country ".

/They never on anyoccafion kill ftorks
-,

a cir-

cumftance I fhould pafs over, were not the fame

punilhment inflided on the perfon who kills one

of thefe birds as if he had taken away the life ot

a m.an °. Afloniflied at fo fingular a law, we en-

^ Pint, de Aud. Poet. t. ii. p. i v
i 'Hat. in Crit. t. i. p. 53. Id. in Men. t. ii. p. 70.

» Lucian. dc Salt. cap. 14, t. ii. p. 276.
* Lucian gives us an infcviption written by a ThefTalian, and

conceived in tliefc terms :
-" The people erefted this Uatue to

ilation, becaufe he danced well in battle."

Athen. lib. 14, p. 624.
° Plin. lib. ro; cap. 23. Solin. cap. /^o. Plut. de Ifid. et

Ofir. t. ii. p. 380,

6
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quired the caufc of it, and were told that florks

had freed Thefialy from the enormous ferpents

which formerly infeftcd it, and that without this

law the inhabitants would foon have been under the

ncccflity of abandoning the country p, as the people-

of a town of Thefialy, the name of which 1 have

forgotten, had been forced to do on account of the

prodigious quantity of molfs ''.

In our time a power arofe in the city of Pherje,

which fhone with a fplendid but tranfitory. luftre.

The firft foundation of it was laid by Lycophron '

;

and his fucccffor Jafon raifed it fo high as to

render it formidable to all Greece, and even to

diftant nations. I have heard fo much fpoken of

this extraordinary man, that I cannot refrain from

giving a fhort flcetch of what he did, and what he

might eventually have done.

Jafon pofiefi'cd thofe qualities which are requi-

fite to the founding of ^ great empire. He early

maintained in his pay a body of fix thoufand

auxiliary troops, whom he continually exercifed,

attaching them to his perfon by rewards when

they diR-inguifned thcmfeives, by the clolcil: atten-

tion and care in the hour of ficknefs, and by

honourable funerals at their death '. To obtain

Ariflat. de Mirab. Aufcult. t. i. p. U52. '

, .

«i Pliii. lib. >?, cap. 29, p. 45:5.
f Xenoph. Hid. Grac. lib. 2, p. 461. Diod. Sic. lib. 141'

p. 30c. Rcinec. Hiih Jul. t. ii. p. 366.
• Xeao^. ibid. lib. 6, p. 58c.
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admiflion into, and to remain in this corps. It was

neceflary that the foldier fhould be of approved

valour, and pofTefs that intrepidity which he h;m-

fclf difplayed in difHculties and dangers. Men
who perfonaily knew him, have told me that his

body was proof againft the greatefl' fatigdes, and

his aftivity fuch as to furmount the mod arduous

obftacles ; that he could deny himfelf fleep and

food when it was necefTary to a6t; that he was

inienfible, or rather inaccefTible, to the allurements

of pleafure ; too prudent to engage in any under-

taking without a certainty of fuccefs •, and no lefs

ficilful than Themiftocles in penetrating the defigns

of the enemy, in concealing his ov^n, and in fup-

plying the want of force by ftraragem or in-

trigue ^
: in a word, that he rendered every thing

fublervicnt to his ambition, and never left any*

thincr to chance.

To complete this delineation of his charader

it muft be added, that he governed his people

with mildnels ", and that his friendfhip was fo fin-

cere, that Timoihcus, the Athenian general, to

•whom he was bound by ties of hofpitality, being

accufed before tlie afiembly of the people, Jafon

laid afide the infignia of the throne, repaired to

Athens, mixed, as a fimple individual, with the

t Cicer. de Oi^c. lib. i, cap. 30, t. iii, p. acg.
" Diod. Sic. lib. i5> p. 373»
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friends of the accufed, and by his folicitations

contributed to fave his life *.

After reducing fome nations to fubjedlion, and

forming treaties of alliance with others, he com-

municated his projefls to the principal chiefs of

the ThefTalians y. - He reprefented to them that

the power of the Lacedaemonians was annihilated

by the battle of Leuiftra, that the newly acquired

afcendency of the Thebans could be but momen-

tary and unliable, and that the Athenian navy,

which conftituted the only ftrength of that ftatCj

might foon be furpafled by fleets which could

eafily be built in the ports of ThefTaly. He
added, that by conquefts and alliances it would

not be difficult to obtain the empire of Greece,

and overthrow that of the Perfians, the weaknefs

of which had fo recently been manifefted by the

expeditions of Agefilaus and the younger Cyrus,

Thcle fuggeflions inflamed every mind ; he was

eleded chief and generaliflFimo of the Thefi^a-

lian league, and foon found himfelf at the head

of twenty thoufand infantry, upwards of three

thoufand horfe, and a very confiderable number

of light troops *.

Thus circumfl:anccd, the Thebans implored his

^ Dcmofth. in Timotli. p. 1075. Cornel. Ncp, in Tinaojh.

cap. 4.

y Xenoph. Hid. Grsc. lib. 6, p. 580.
» Id. ibid. p. 583.
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aid againft the Laced££mpnian,s •. Though at waf

with the Phocians, he fele6lcd his bell troopsy

marched;, "with incredible celerity, and preceding

every where the rumour -of his approach, formed

a jan3fli9n with the Thcbans in fight of the La-

cedsemonian army. To avoid ftreno-thenino- either

ftate-.by a viftory which might countera(5l his

view's, he engaged them to fign a truce, fell im-

mediately on Phocis, which he laid waile, and,

after other enterprifes equally rapid and fucceflT*

ful, returned to PherjE crowned with glory, and

courted by different nations which folicited his

alliance.

The time for celebrating the Pythian games was

now at hand ; Jafon form.cd the projevfl of march-

ing thither with his army''. Some imagined that

It was his intention to awe the afTembly, and ob-

tain the fuperintendance of the games : but as he

was known fomt^ti.mes to employ extraordinary

means for the fubfiftence of his troops'^, the

people of Delphi fufpected him of entertaining

views on the facred treafury ^. Yv^hen tiie priefts en-

quired of the god by what means they Hiould avert

this/acrilegious attempt, they were anfwered, that

= Xcnoph. Hilt. Grsc. lib. 6, p. 598.
'' Id. ibid. p. 600.
"^ Polysn. Stratag. lib. 6, cap. i, &c.
* Acnopli. Hill:. Grxc. lib. 6, p. 60Q.

he
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lie took that care upon himfelf. A few days af-

ter, Jafon was kfiled at the head of his army, by

feven young confpirators, who, it is faid, had rea-

fon to complair ui his feverity ^.

Among the Greeks fome rejoiceJ at his death,

becaufe they trembled for their liberty •, others,

Whofe expectations were founded on his projects,

lamented the event '. I know not whether the

plan of uniting the Greeks and invading Perfia

originated w.th himfelf, or whether he had adopted

it from one of thofe fophifts, who for fomc time

had fo frequently made it a fubjed of difcuflion

in their writings, and in the general aflembiies of

Greece ^. The projedl, however, was certainly

praflicable, and has been juftified by the event.

I afterwards faw Philip of Macedon give laws to

Greece, and fmce my return to Scythia have

learnt that his fon had overthrown the Perfian em-

pire. Both followed the fame fyftem as Jafon,

who pofiefTed pofllbly as great abilities as the

former, and no lefs aftivit^than the latter.

It was not till fome years after his death that

we arrived at Pherse, a pretty confiderable town

furrdVindcd by gardens ^. We expelled to have

found fome remains of that fplendour which had

-^ ' Valcr. Max. lib. 9 , cap. 1 o.

' Id. ibid.

? Philoft. de Vit. Sophift. lib. I, p. 493. Ifocr. Panegyr. t. i.

p. 209. Id. Orat. ad Ph-lip. t. i. p. 29 r

.

*> Polvb. lib. 17, p. 7j6. Liv. lib, 33^ cap. 6.

Vol. ill. Y
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rendered it illuflrious in the time of Jafon •, but

Alexander then reigned, and prefented to Greece

a fpedacle of which I had no idea, for I had never

beheld a tyrant. The throne on which he fat

was ft ill reeking with the blood of his predecef-

fors. I have faid that Jafon was flain by confpi-

rators ; his two brothers Polydorus and Polyphron

fucceeding him, Polyphron murdered Polydorus ',

and was foon after alfaffmated by Alexander, who

had held the fceptre near eleven years*' when we

arrived at Pherae.

This cruel prince was a flave to the moft

groveling vices. Faichlefs with refped to treaties,

and timid and cowardly in battle, he was ambi-

tious of conquefls only that he might glut his

avarice, and entirely abandoned himfelf to the

moft infamous and vile debaucheries ^ A band

of fugitives and vagabonds, tainted with every

crime, but lefs flagitious than himfelf, become

his foldiers and his guards, fpread defolation over

his own kingdom, and among the neighbouring

nations. He had been known to enter at their

head into an allied city, affemble the citizens under

various pretexts in the forum, put them to death,

and give their houfes up to pillage "". His arms

' Xenoph. Hift. Graec. lib. 6, p. 600.
^ Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 374.
' Pint, in Pelop. t. i. p. 293.
^ Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 385. Plut, in Pelop. ibid. Paufac.

lib.6, p. 463.
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were at firfl: attended with fome fuccefs, but van-

qulfhed at length by the Thebans, in conjunction

with feveral of tlie Hates of ThelTaly ", he was

reduced to exercife his fury on his own fubjedls J

fome were buried alive " j others, inclofed in the

Ikins of bears and wild boars, were purfued and

torn by dogs habituated to this fort of chace. He
made a fport of their torments, and their cries

ferved only to harden his obdurate foul. Yet he

furprifed himfelf one day on the point of fhed-

ding tears : this happened at a reprefentation of

the Troades of Euripides ; but he inftantly left

the theatre, faying, that he fhould blufh indeed

if, wheh he could fee the blood of his fubjefts

flow unmoved, he fhould appear affected at the

misfortunes of Hecuba and Andromache''.

The inhabitants of Pherse pafTed their lives in

terror, and in that ftate of dejeftion which an ex-

cefs of opprelTion naturally produces, and which

is in itfelf an additional misfortune. They dared

not even to breathe a figh, and the wifhes which

they fecretly formed for liberty ended in impotent

defpair,

Alexander, agitated by the dread with which he

tormented others, experienced the common lot of

tyrants, that of hating and being hated. In his

" Diod. Sic. lib. 19, p. 390.
" I'liit. in Fclop. t. i. p. 293.
P >Elian. V'ar. Hili:. lib. 14, cap. 40. Pint. ibid.

Y 2
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eyes were difcovcrable, through the fymptoms of

cruelty, all that anxiety, diftruft, and terror, that

harrowed up his foul. Every thing around him

was an objeft of fufpicion. He trembled even at

the fight of his guards. He took precautions

againft his wife Thebe, whom he loved with as

much fury as jealoufy, if we may dignify by the

name of love that ferocious paflion which im-

pelled him to her perfon. He pafled the night at

the top of his palace, in an apartment to which he

afcended by a ladder, and the avenues to which

were defended by a huge dog, who would have

fpared neither the king, the queen, nor the Have

that fupplied him with viduals. Hither the ty-

rant retired every night, preceded by his flave,

who carried a naked fword, and examined every

corner of the apartment'.

I fhall now proceed to relate a fmgular fad,

and fhall accompany it with no refledion. Eu-

demus of Cyprus, in his way from Athens to Ma-

cedonia, fell ill at Pheras ^ As I had frequently

feen him in company with Ariftotle, whofe friend

he was, I attended him during his ficknefs with

all the care in my pov/er. One evening, when his

phyficians had aflured me that they defpaired of his

cure, I was feated by his bed: moved atmy afflidion,

" Cicer. de Offic. lib. 2, cap. 7, t. iii. p. 233. Valer. Maxim,
lib. 9, cap. 13.

« Ariftot. ap. Cicer, de DIvin. lib. i, cap. 25, t, iii. p. 22.
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he (Iretched out his hand, and faid to me in a dying

voice: I may truft a fecret to your friendfhip,

which it would be dangerous to reveal to another.

Two or three nights fmce, a young man of afto-

nifhing beauty appeared to me in a dream i he

. warned me that I Ihould recover, and return to

my country in five years ; and, as a token of the

truth of his predidion, added, that the tyrant had

but a few days to live. I confidered this ftory of

Eudemus as a proof that he was feized by a de-

lirium, and returned home overwhelmed with

^rief.

The next morning, at break of day, we were

awakened by repeated acclamations : He is dead,

the tyrant is no more -, he has perifhed by the

hands of the queen ! We ran diredlly to the pa-

Jace, where we faw the body of Alexander aban-

doned to the infults of the populace, who were

trampling him under their feet % and extolling irx

tranfports the courage of the queen •, for Ihe,

from her hatred of tyranny, or to avenge her

pcrforial injuries, had put herlVlf at the head of

the confpiracy. Some laid that Alexander was on

the point of repudiating her ; others, that he had

put to death a young Theflalian who was her fa^

vourite ; and others again, that Pelopidas, who

fome years before had fallen into the hands of

' I'lut. in Pelop. t. i. p. 298. Ouintil. lib. 7, cap, I, p. 410^
i Xcnoph. Hift. Grasc. lib. 6, p. 60,

Y3



325 TRAVELS OF
Alexander, had, whilft a prifoner, an interview

with the queen, and exhorted her, by reftoring

her country to freedom, to render herfelf worthy of

her birth % for fhe was tl^e daughter of king Ja-

fon. However this may be, Thebe having formed

her plan, told her three brothers, Tifiphonus, Py-

tholauS, and Lycophron, that her hufband was de-

termined on their deftrudlion •, and from that

moment they refolved on his. The preceding

day llie kept them concealed in the palace* : in

the evening Alexander, intoxicated with wine,

afcended to his apartment, threw himfelf on his

bed, and went to deep. Thebe imrnediately came

down, fent the ilave and the dog put of the way,

returned with the confpirators, and feized the

fword fufpended at the head of the bed. At this

moment their courage had nearly failed them;

but Thebe threatening, if they hefitated, to

awaken the king, they fell upon him, and put an

end to his life with repeated blows.

I immediately went to impart this news toEu-

demus, who did not feem furprifed at it. He
foon recovered his ftrength, and died five years

after in Sicily. Ariftotle, who has fince dedicated a

dialogue on the foul to the memory of his friend y,

has alleged that the dream was accomplilhed in

" Plut. in Pelop. t. i. p. 297.
» Id. ibid.

y Id. ia Dion.t. i. p. 967.

i
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all its circumftances, fince to leave the world by

death is to return to our country *.

The confpirators, after fuffering the inhabitants

of Phen-E to breathe a while, divided the fove-

reign power between them, and committed fo

many adls of injuftice, that they compelled their

fubjefts to call in Philip of Macedon to their fuc-

cour^. He came, and not only expelled the ty-

rants of Pherae, but thofe who had eftablifhed

ihemfelves in other cities. The fio-nal fervice he

thus rendered to tlie Theflalians fo attached them

to his intereft '', that they followed him in moft of

.his enterprifes, and greatly contributed to his fu-

ture fuccefs.

After having vifited the environs of Plierje, and

efpecially its harbour, named Pagafa?, which is at

the diftance of ninety itadia from the city "^ *,

we made an excurfion into the fouthern parts of

Magnefia, and afterward inclined our courle to-

wards the north, keeping the chain of mountains

called Pelion on our right. This country is de-

lightful, from the mildnefs of the climate, the va-

riety of the profpec^ls it affords, and the number

of valleys formed by the branches of the mdun-

2 Cicer. de Divin. lib. i, cap. 25, t. iii. p. 22.
=> Diod. Sic. lib. iC\ p. 418.
^ Ifoc. Orat. ad Philip, t. i. p. 238.
'- Btiah. lib. 9, p. 436.
* Three leagues and a half.

y 4
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tains Pelion and Ofla, more particularly jrj fha

northern part.

On one of the fummits of Mount Pelion ftands

^ temple dedicated to Jupiter; and near it is the

celebrated cave in which Cr.iron is faid formerly

to have dwelt ^, and which ftill bears his name.

We afcended this part of the mountain in the

train of a proceflion of young people, who go an-

nually, in the name of one of the adjacent towns,

to offer a facrifice to the fovereign of the gods.

Though it was the middle of fummer, and the

heat exCefTive at the foot of the mountain, we

were obliged to follow their example, and cover

ourfelves with thick garments. The cold at this

height is extremely (harp j bup its feverity is lefs

felt by the traveller, becaufe his attentipn is en-

gaged by the magnificent profpe<5t of the fea on one

fide, and of the plains of ThefTaly on the other.

The mountain is covered with firs, cyprefTes,

cedars, and a variety of trees * ; as alfo different

kinds of fimples much ufed in medicine ^ V/e

were (hewn a root refembling thyme in its fmell,

which, as we were told, is fatal to ferpent?, and, if

take|i in wine, is an antidote againft their bite 5.

=* Pind. Pyth. 4, v. 18 1. Dicaearcht ap- Geogr. Min. t. i'u

p. 29.
e Dicaearch. ;hid. p. 27.
^ Id. ibid. p. 30. Theophr. Hifl. Plant, lib. 4, cap. 6,p. 367 j

lib. g, cap. 15, p. 1117.
• • - \ . •

2 Dicaeaicli. ibid. d. 28,
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A certain ihrub grows here likewlfe, the root of

which is a remedy for the gout, the bark for the

colic, and the leaves for defluxions in the eyes ''

;

but the fecret of preparing and ufing it is in the

hands of a fingle family, who pretend that it has

been tranfmitted to them from father to fon, from

the time of Chiron the centaur, to whom they

afcribe its firft difcovery. They derive no advan-

tage from it, but think it their duty gratuitoufly

to diftribute thefe remedies to fuch fick perfons

as come to folicit their afliftance.

Defcending from the mountain with the proccf-

fion, we were invited to the entertainment which

concludes the ceremony : we then faw a kind of

dance performed, peculiar to fome of the people

of TheUaly, and well calculated to excite the

courage and vigilance of the inhabitants of the

country ', A Magnefian prefents himfelf with his

arms, which he lays down, and imitates the gef-

tures and manner of a 'man lowing and tilling his

lield in time of war. Fear is depidted in "his

^countenance j he turns his head on every fide, and

perceives one of the enemy's foidiers endeavour-

ing to furprife him •, he inftantly feizes his arms,

attacks the foldier, defeats him, fallens him to his

<qixen, and drives him before him. All thefe

^ Dicfearcli. ap. Gtogr. Min. t. ii. p. 30.

ilfncph. Exptd. Cyr. lib. 6, p. J7
1.
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movements are performed in cadence to the found

of the flute.

Continuing our journey, we arrived at Sycu-

rium. This town, fituated on an eminence at the

foot of Mount OiTa, commands a fine profpe6l of

a rich country. The purity of the air and the

number of ftreams which water the neighbour-

ing lands render it one of the moft agreeable

places of refidence in Greece*^, From hence to

LarilTa the country is fertile and very populous.

It increafes in beauty as we approach this city,

which is juftly deemed the firft and richeft in

TheiTaly. The river Peneus, which rolls its

tranfparent waters at the foot of its walls ', greatly

contributes to its embellifliment.

We lodged at the houfe of Amyntor, where wc

found every accommodation to be expeifled from

the ancient friendfhip by which he was attached to

the father of Philotas.

We were impatient to vifit Tempe. This

name, which is common to feveral valleys in the

diftrift, is more particularly given to that formed

by the approach of Mount Olympus and Mount
OiTa. It is the only high road from TheiTaly to

Macedon. Amyntor gave us his company. We
took a boat, and embarked at fun-rife on the Pe-

^ Liv. lib. 42, cap. 54.
' Plin. lib^ 4, cap. 8, t. i. p. 290,

4
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neus, the fifteenth of the month Metageitnion *.

We prefently came in fight of feveral towns, fuch as

Phalanna, Gyrton, Elatea, Mopfium, and Homolis j

fome feated on the banks of the river, others on the

adjoining heights '". After pafTing the mouth of the

TitarefiLis, the waters of which are not fo clear as

thpfe of the Peneus", we arrived at Gpnnus, dif-

tant one hundred and fixty ftadia ° -j- from Larifla.

The valley here begins, and the river is fliut ia

between Mount Ofia on the right and Olympus

on the left, which is fomething more than ten Ila-

dia in height J.

According to an ancient tradition, thefc moun-

tains were fcparated by an earthquake that opened

a paflage for the waters which overflowed the

country •'. It is certain, however, that if this

pafl^age were obftruded, the Peneus could no

longer find a way ; for this river, which receives

feveral others in its courfe, flows through a country

that gradually rifes from its banks to the furround-

ing hills and mountains •, on which account it has

been faid, that had not the Thefl^alians Submitted

to Xerxes, that monarch would have taken poflcf-

* The lOth of Augnll of the year 3 j; before ChriR.
^ Liv. hb. 4:, cap. 61.

^ Homer. Iliad. 2, v. 754. Strab. h"b. 9, p. 441.
° Liv. lib. 36, cap. 10.

•j- Six leajTUes.

I 960 t(jil'cs(one mile, 28) yards). See note at the end of the
volume.

e Hcrodot.lib. 7, cap, 129. Strab. lib. 9, p. 430.
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fion of Gonnus, and there have conflrufled a dyke

and flopped the ftrcam of the river ^.

This town is very important from its fituation
j

it is the key of ThefTaly on the fide of Macedo-

nia'', as the pafs of Thermopylae is on the fide of

Phocis.

The valley ftretches from fouth-weft to north-

eaft ' i its length is forty ftadia ^ *, and its greateft

breadth about two ftadia and a half*-|-j but in

forffe places it becomes fo narrow that it does not

appear to be above a hundred feet wide ^
J.

The mountains are covered with poplars, planes,

and aCa-trees of aftonifhing beauty J". From their

fides gufh forth fprings of water as pvjre as cryftal *,

and from the intervals which feparate their fum-

mits ifTues a cool air which the traveller breathes

with indefcribable pleafure. The river almoft

every where prefents him with a peaceful ftream,

and in certain places embraces iflands, which it

1 Herodot. lib. 7, cap. 130.
- Liv. lib. 42, cap. 67.

* Pocock. t. iii. p. 152. Manufcrlpt note of Mr. Stuart.

» Pltn. lib. 4) cap. 8, t. i. p. 200. Liv. lib. 44, cap. 6.

* About a league and a half.

"Manufcript note of Mr. Stuart.

f About 236 toifes (502 yards, or two furlongs 62 yards).

" Plin. ibid. ^lian. Van Hift. lib. 3, cap. I. Perizon. ibid.

Salmaf. in Solin. p. J583.

I About 94 French feet (or 100 Englifh.)

r Theophr. Hill. Plant, lib. 4, cap. 6. CatuU. Epithal,

Pel. et Thetid. Plut. in Flamin. p. 370, Hefych. in Ts/aw.

* ^lian. Var. Hill. lib. 3, cap. i.
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maintains in perpetual verdure '. Grottos exca-

vated in the hill fides ^, and plots of grafs extend-

ing along the banks' of the rivfer, feem to indicate

the afylum of repofe and pleafufe. But what we

mofl admired was a kind of intelligent plan

in the diftribution of the ornaments which embel-

lifh thefe retired fcenes. Elfewhcre art ftrives to

imitate nature-, but here nature fcems to endea-

vour to imitate art. Laurels and different kinds

of fhrubs form themfelves into arbours and groves,

and exhibit a beautiful contrail with the clumps of

trees difperfed over the foot of Olympus ''. The
rocks are clothed with a fpecies of ivy, and the

trees, ornamented with plants which wind around

their trunks**, interweave their branches and

drop in feftoons and garlands. Every objeft, in

a word, on this enchanting fpot, contributes to

complete the moft pi<flurefque fcenery. The eye

ieems to refpire coolhefs on every fide *, and the

foul to receive a new portion of life.

The fenfations of the Greeks are fo lively, and

the climate they inhabit is fo warm, that we can-

not be furprifed at the emotions they experience

at the fight, nay even at the recolleftion, of this

» Pococke, Defcription of theEa{l,t. iii. p. J 52.
' Manufcript note of Mr. Stuart.
«^ Id.

<* ^llan. Var. Hift. lib. 3, cap. I. Plin. lib. 16, cap. 44,
t. ii. p. 41.

* Umllfemhle refpirer lafraichtur.
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charming valley : to the pI6ture I have been

Iketching I muft add, that in the Tpring it is every

where enamelled with flowers, and that birds with-

out number fend forth their warblings % rendered,

as it were, ftill more melodious and tender by the

folitude and feafon.

In the mean time we continued gently to follow

the courfe of the Peneus, and my eyes, though at-

tracted by a multitude of pleafing obje(5ls, incef-

lantly reverted to the river. Sometimes I beheld

its waters glittering through the foliage that over-

Ihaded its banks ^ ; fometimes approaching the

iliore, I contemplated the peaceful fucceflion of

its waves g, which feemed mutually to fuftain each

other, and purlucd their courfe without tumult and

without effort. Such, faid I to Amyntor, is the

image of a pure and tranquil foul : one virtue na-

turally arifes from another, and all ad in concert

and in peace. • The foreign fhade of vice alone

heightens their luftre by its oppofition. Amyntor

replied, I will now fliew you the image of ambi-

tion, and the fatal efi^efls which it produces.

He then conduced me into one of the narrow

pafles of Mount OfTa, which tradition has made

the fcene of the combat between the Titans and

« Plin. lib. 4, cap. 8, t. i.p. iCO.
• Id. ibid.

z /Elian. Var. 11111. lib. 5, ctip. 1, Procop. ^dif. lib. ^,

cap. 3, p. 72.
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the gods. There an impetuous torrent ruflies pre-

cipitately over a bed of rocks, fhaking them by

the violence of its fall. We came to a fpot where

the waves violently comprellcd were labouring to

force a palTage. They dalhed againfl: each other,

flew up, and fell back roaring into a gulph,

whence they fliot forth again with redoubled fury

to break and foam in the air.

My whole attention was fixed on tliis fcene,

when, calling my eyes around me, I found myfelf

enclofed between two black and arid mountains,

furrowed through the whole extent of their fides

by deep chafms. Near their fummits the clouds

moved heavily along amid funereal trees, or re-

mained fufpended over their fterile branches.

Below I beheld nature in ruins ; mountains crum-

bled down lay covered with their own fragments,

and prefented to the eye only menacing rocks con-

fufcdly piled up. What power, faid I, has torn

afunder the bands of thefe enormous mafies ?

Was it the fury of the northern blaft:s ? Was it a

total overthrow of the globe ? or was it indeed

the terrible vengeance of the gods againft the

Titans ? I know not : but to this terrific valley

ihould conquerors come to contemplate the pic-

ture of the ravages with which they afflidl the

earth.

We haftened to leave this place, and found our

attention excited by the melodious founds of a



33^ TRAVELS OF.

lyre'', and by voices flill more enchanting.. This

was th,e Theoria^ or deputation fent to Tempc

every nirttK year "by thfC inhabitants pf Delphi'.

*rhey allege, that Apollo came to their aty with

a crown and branch of laurel gathered in this val-

ley, and that it is in commemoratlofi of 'this cir-

cumflance ;hat they fend the deputation we now

faw arrive. It was compofed of the moft beautiful

youths of Delphi. X!^^y offered a pompous facri-

iice on an altar erefted near the banks of the Pe-

neus, and, after cutting branches from the fame

laurel- tree whence the god had taken liia crown,

they departed hngmg hymns.

On coming out of the valley the mofb beautiful

fcene that can be imagined opened to our view.

We furveyed an immenfe plain covered with

houfes and trees, in which the river enlarging its

channel, and becoming more gentle in its courfe,

feems to multiply itfelf by innumerable windings.

At the diftance of fome ftadia appears the . Ther-

maic gulph \ beyond it is feen the peninfula of

Pallene, while at a ftill greater diftance Mount

Athos finally terminates this noble profpedt''.

We intended to return in the evening to Gon-

nus •, but a violent ftorm obliged us to pafs the

^ Pint, de iMufic. t. ii. p. 1136. Mera. de I'Acad. des Bell.

Lettr. t. xiii. p. 22G.

jElian. Var. Hirt.llb. 3, cap. i.

^ Manufcript iiote of Mr. Stuart,

night
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night in a houfe fituated on the fea Hi ore, the ha-

bitation of a Theiralian^ who received us with the

utmofl hofpirality. He had refided fome time at

the court of king Cotys, and during fupper en-

tertained us with fome anecdotes relative to that

prince.

Cotys, faid he, is the weahhieft, the moft vo-

luptuous, and moft intemperate of the Thracian

kings. Befides other branches of revenue, lie an-

nually receives upwards of two hundred talents*

from the harbours which he pofTefit^s in the Cher-

fonefus ', yet his treafures fcarcely fuffice to gratify

his various caprices.

Jn fuinmer he wanders, attended by his court,

in foreft ., throu^rh which are cut rnngnificent hiah

roads. Whenever he meets with a picafing pro-

fpedl and refrefliing (hades near the banks of a

rivulet, there he halts, and refigns himlelt to all

the exceffes of the table. At prefent he is hurried

away by a delirium which would only excite pity,

did not felly joineu to po\^er render pafnons cruel.

Who do you irna^jine is the objecl of his lo/e ?

Minerva. At firfc he commanded one of his

miaireiTcs to adorn herfelf v/ith the mfignia of thac

divinity ; but as this expedient only contributed

to inflame him more, he determined to cfpoufe

the goddcfs. The nuptials were celebrated with

* Upwards of I ,cHo,coo livrt 3 (45, oo.. ), )
' Dcmoilh. Ill Arillocr. p. ^43.

Vol. hi. Z
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the greatcft magnificence ; I was invited to the

wedding. He waited impatiently for his bride,

and in the interval got drunk. Towards the end

of the entertainment, one of his guards went, by

his order, to the tent in which the nuptial bed was

prepared, and, on his return, informing him that

Minerva was not yet arrived, Cotys pierced him

with an arrow which laid him dead on the place.

Another of his guards underwent the fanie fate.

A third, warned by their example, faid, that he

had juft feen the goddefs, who was in bed, and

had been long waiting for the king. At thefc

word-', fufpecting he had obtained the favours off;

his fpoufe, he flew upon him in a rage, and tore

him in pieces with his own hands ™.

Such was the narrative of the TheiTalian. Some ':

time after two brothers, Heraclides and Python,*

confpired againft Cotys, and put him to death.

The Athenians having alternately had reafon to

be fatisiied with, and to complain of this prince,

at the beginning of his reign decreed him a crown

of gold with the privileges of a citizen : and af-

ter his death conferred the fame honours on his

aiTafiins ".

Tiie florm ended with the night ; and, when we

awoke, the fca was calm, and the iky ferene : we

returned to the valley, where we faw preparations

" Athen. lib. 12, cap. 8, p. 531.
• Dcmoflh. in Ariilucr. p. 74^.
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for a feftival annually celebrated by the Thefla-

lians, in commemoration of the earthquake, which,

by giving a palfage to the waters of the Peneus,

drained the beautiful plains of LarifTa.

The inhabitants of Gonnus, Homolis, and other

adjacent towns, fucceflively arrived in the valley.

Incenfe was burning on all fides °, and the river

covered with boats perpetually going up and

coming down. Tables were fpread in the thick-

ets, on the lawn, on the banks of the river, in the

little iflands, and near the fprings which gufli out

of the mountains. This feftival is remarkable for

the following fingularity : during its celebration

there is no difbindion between the flaves and their

mafters, or rather the former are ferved by the lat-

ter. This new authority they exercife with a li-

berty which fometimes is carried to licentioufnefs,

and which ferves only to increafe the general

mirth. With the pleafures of tlie table are mingled

thofe of dancing, mufic, and many other exer-

cises, which arc continued till the night is very far

advanced.

We returned next day to LarifTa, and a few

days after had an opportunity of feeing a bull

ficlir. I had already been a witnefs to fevefal, irj

different towns of Greece ^ •, but the Lariifeahs
>

I . .1,

" Athcn. lib. 14, p. 639. y^liaii. Var. Jdili. lib. 3, cap. I.

Meurf. in Ut>.ii)S'

p Pliii. lib. 8, cap. 45, '. J. p. 472. Snoton. in Claud, cap. i I,

Hcliod. jiiiluop. 111. JO, p 498. Salniaf. in I'oUion. p. 2i^6,

Z2
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are the moft remarkable for their flcill and addrefs.

The fcene lay in the neighbourhood of that town :

feveral bulls were let loofe, and attacked by the

fame number of horfemen, who purfued and

goaded them with a kind of darts. Each horfe-

man muft confine himfelf to one bull, gallop by

the fide of him, alternately irritate and avoid him,

and, after cxhaufting the flrength of the animal,

feize him by the horns, and throw him down,

without himfelf difmounting. Sometimes he rufhes

on the bull foaming with rage, and, difregard-

ing the violent Ihocks he frequently encounters,

brings him to the ground in the fight of an im-

menfe multitude of fpedators^ who celebrate his

triumph.

This town is governed by a few magiftrates,

who are elected by the people, and who think,

themfelves bound to flatter their conftituents and

facrifice their welfare to their caprices ^.

Naturalifts affirm, that fince a paiTage has been

formed to let off the ftagnant waters which co-

vered the environs of this tov/n in many places,

the air is become more pure and colder. They

allege two obfervaticns in fupport of this opinion.

Olive trees formerly were very numerous and

fiouriQ:!ing in this diftridi •, at p relent they are un-

able to endure the feverity of the winters : the

Arlllot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 6, p. 394..
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vines too are often frozen, which in former times

was never known to happen ^

It was now autumn J and as this feafon is ufually

very fine in ThefTaly, and of long continuance %

we made fome excurfions to the neighbouring

towns : but the time of our departure being ar-

rived, we refolved to pafs through Epirus, and

accordingly took the road to Gomphi, a town

fituated at the foot of Mount Pindus.

I

r Theophr. de Cauf. Plant, lib. j, cap. 20.

' Id. Hill. Plant, lib. 3, cap. 7.
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CHAP. XXXVI,

Tour through Epirus^ Acarnanla^ and Mtolia. Orach

of Bodona. Leap of Leucala*.

O U N T Pindus feparates Theffaly from

Epirus. We pafTed it above Gomphi ^,

and entered the country of the Athamanians,

From hence we might have made a vi it to the

oracle of Dodona, which is at no great diftance j

but bcfides the difficulty of paffing mountains;

already covered with fnow, and the extreme fe-

verity of the winter at that place ", we had feen fa

many oracles in Bceotia, that they infptrcd us with

difguil rather than curioficy : we refolvjj therefore

to purfue our journey dircftly to Arnbracia by a

very fhort but rugged road *.

This city, which was founded by a colony from

Corinth x, is fituated on a gulph, which bears

* See the general map of Greece.
' ' Li V. lib. 3?, cap. 14.

» Hom^r. Iliad. 2, v. yjo.
* Liv. ibid. cap. I 5.

7 Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 80.

6

i
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iikewife the name of Ambracia**. To the weft

flows the river Arethon ; and to theeailward is an

eminence on which (lands a citadel. The walls

are about twenty-four ftadia in circumference ' f.

Within the city the eye is attradted by teirples

and other beautiful monuments ^
; and v/ithout,

by fertile plains of great extent ^. We pafTed a

few days here, and acquired fome general know-

ledge of Epirus.

Mount Pindus to the eaft, and the gulph of

Ambracia to the fouth, in fome meafure feparate

Epirus from the rell of Greece. Different chains

of mountains cover the interior part of the coun-

try ; towards the fea coafts we meet with pleafing

profpedls and rich plains'*. Among the rivers by

which it; is watered, the moil remarkable are, the

Acheron, which fails into a morafs of the fame

name, and' the Cocytus, whofe waters are of a

difagreeable flavour*. Not far diftant is the lake

Aornus or Avcrnus, from which exhale peftilential

« Strab. lib. 7, p. 325.
* This is the fame gulph in whieli the battle of Aftium was

fou;Tlit. See the i:)lan and dcfciptiou of it in the iVJem. de I'Acad.
des Dell. Lcttr. t; xxxii. p- 513.

^ Liv, lib. 3S, ca;). 4.

-j- Almoft a league. See table ix. vol. vii.

b Dicsarch. v, 28, ap. Geogr. Min. t. ii. p. ^.
= J'olyb. Excerpt. Legat. cap . r:;, p. 827 ct 8iS. Liv.

lib. 38, cap. 3.

^ Strab. ibid. p. 3:4.
« Paufan.lib. 1, Cu^:. i ;, p. 40.

Z 4
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vapours that infccl the air ^ By thefe marks it is

eaiV to recognize the country Vv'here, in the e.rlieft •

,qges, men had placed the internal manfions. As

Kpirus was at that time the laft country known

iowi;rds the weft, ic was confidered as ih^^ region

of darknefs ^ but, in proportion as the limits of

the known world extended on that fide, -hell

changed its pofition, and was fuccefiively placed

in Italy and Iberia, but uniformly in rhofe parts

where the light of day feemed to be extinguiflied.

Epirus poffcffes feveral tolerable harbours. The

inhabitants export, among other articles, from this

province, fleet horfes for racing s, and large fljep-

herds' dogs, which bear fome refemiblance to the

Epirotes their mailers, the flightell provocation

putting tiiem into a rage \ Certain quadrupeds

here attain to a prodigious fize : a perfon mud
ftand upright, or ftoop but a little, to milk their

cows, which give a furprifing quantity of milk ^

1 was told of a fountain in the country of the

Chaonians, the water of which is impregnated with

fait, to extrad; which it is boiled till it is evapo-

rated, and the fediment is fait white as fnow ^.

Bcfidcs feveral Greek colonies fettled in different

( Paiifan. lil*. 9, cap. 3c, p. 76S. Plin. lib. 4, cap i, p. i{

i Achill. Tat. lib. J, V. 4-G.
^, /Elian, de Animal, lib, 9, cap. 2. Said, in Ma?.oc.
•' Aritlot. Hilt. Animal, lib. 3, tap. 21, t. i. p. 812,

f Id.A'lctegr. lib. 2, cap, 3.
'

,
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diftrids of Epirus-^, there are in this country four-

teen ancient nations, moft of them barbarous, and

difperfed in rude towns "^
; fome of whom at dif-

feren: periods have had various forms of govern-

ment "
; others, as the MoloHl, who for the laft

nine centur es have obeyed a fuccefiion of princes

cftht- fame family. This is one of the moft an-

cient and moft illuftrious houfes of Greece, deriv-

ing Its origin from Pyrrhus, fon of Achilles, whofe

defcendants from father to fon have pofleftcd a

throne which has never experienccrd the flighteft

concuftion. Philofophers attribute the perma-

nency of this kingdom to the limited dominion of

the prince, alleging, that the lefs the power pof-

lefied by lovereigns, the lefs are they ambitious

and inclined to dcfpotif.n ". The ftability. of this

ftate is maintained bv ancient ufacz;e. When a

prince fucceeds to tlie throne, the nation aflem-

bles in one of the principal cities. After the cere-

monies prefcribed by religion, the fovereign and

his Uibjecls mutually engage by an oath, in pre-

fcnce of the altars, the former to reio-n according:

to the laws, the latter to defend the prince fo long

as he ftiall ad: conformably to thole laws ^.

' Deir.ofth. de Halon. p. 73.
" Thcop. ap. Strdb. lib. 7, p. 323. Sylax,Peripl. ap. Geogr.

^lin. t. i. p. 2.

" Hoincr. OdyfT. 14, v. 3:,-. Thacyd. lib. 2, cap. 80.
" AvilTot. dc Rep. lib. 5, cap. 11, t. ii. p. 496.
' Piut. in Pynii. t. i. p. 38^.
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A remarkable revolution took place in the laft

century, in the government and manners of the

MololTi ''. One of their kings left at his death an

only fon, yet in the tender age of childhood, and

whofe education appeared to the people the moft

important of their cares. They entrufted it to

men of wifdom, who formed the project of bring-

ing up their pupil far from the temprations of

pleafure and of flattery. They took him to Athens,

and in that republic he learnt the reciprocal du-

ties of fovereigns and fubjefts. On his return to

his dominions he exhibiicd a true greatnefs of

mind, by prefcribing bounds to his own authority.

He eftablilhied a fenate, laws, and magiftrates. Let-

ters foon flourifhed under his aufpices, and by his

example. The MoloiTi, by whom he was adored,

became foon more civilized in their manners, and

afiumed the fuperioricy infeparable from improve-

ment and knowledge over the barbarous nations

of Epirus.

In one of the northern diftrifts of Epirus ftands

the town of Dodona, in which is the temple of

Jupiter, and the moft ancient oracle of Greece''.

It fubfifted in remote ages, when the inhabitants

had but a confufed idea of the divinity
; yet were

they already anxious to pierce the veil of futu-

rity : fo true is it, that the defire of knowing is

q Pint, in Pvr.-h. t. i. p. 383. Jutlin. lib. 17, cap. 3.

r Hcrodot. lib. 2, cap. 52,
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one of the moft aneient, as it is one of the

moft fatal maladies of the human mind. There

is another too of no lefs antiquity among the

Greeks, which is tlieir pra<flice of referring to pre-

ternatural caufes not only the pha;nomena of na-
*

ture, but the cuftoms and iniliuuions with the

origin of which they are unacquainted. When
we purfue the chain of their traditions, we find

them all terminate in prodigies. Nothing lefs

therefore was neceffary to inftitute the oracle of

Dodona, and tiie following is the account given of

its origin by the prieftefles of the temple \

Once on a time two black pigeons flew from the

city of Thebes in Egypt, and alighted, the one in

Libya, and the other at Dodona. The latter

fitting on an oak diftindly pronounced thefe

words :
" Inllitute on this fpotan oracle in honour

of Jupiter." The other pigeon cnjoired tJie fame

thing to the inhabitants of Libya, and both were

confidcred as the interpreters of the will of the gods.

However abfurd this (lory may be, it appe.^rs to

have a fort of foundation in fa6l. The Egyptian

priefls maintain, that two prieftefics carried their

facred rites in former times to Libya and Dodona;

and in the language of the ancient people of Epi-

rus, the fame word fignifies both a pigeon and an

old woman S

' Hcrcdot. lib. 2, cap. 55.
* Sti;ib. in Siippl. lib. 7, ap. Geogr. Min. t. ii. p, 103. Serv.

in Virgil. Eclog. y, V. 13. Schol. Sophocl. in Trachin. v. i^r,

J^cm. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. v. Hiil. p. 35.
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Dodona is fituated at the foot of Mount Toma-

rus, in v;hich rife a great number of inexhauftible

fprings ". It is indebted for its wealth and fame

to the ftrangers who come to confult the oracle.

The temple of Jupiter and the porticos around

it are decorated with innumerable ftatues, and

offerings from almofl: every nation on earth *.

The facred foreft is clofe to the temple '', and

among the oaks of which it is compofed there is

one that bears the name of the divine or prophetic

oak, which for a long feries of ages ^ has been

confecrated by the piety of nations.

Not far from the temple is a fpring which is

every day dry at noon, and at its greateft height

at midnight, between which times it continues

gradually to increafe and decreafe. It is faid

likewife to exhibit a ftill more extraordinary phiE-

pomenon. Though its water is cold, and ex-

tinguifhes lighted torches plunged into it, yet it

lights torches which are extinguifhed when they

are brouaht within a certain diftance^**. The

foreft of Dodona is furrounded by moraflcs, but

"^ Strab. lib. 7, p. 328. Theop. ap. Plin. Iib,4, cap. I, t. i.

p. 188.

" Polyb. lib. 4, p. 331 ; lib. 5, p. 35S.

y Serv. in Virgil. Georg. lib. l,v. 149.
» Paufan. lib. S, p. 643.
» Plin. lib. 2, Ci\p. 103, t. i. p. I20. Mela, lib. ::, cap. 3.

* Sfc note at th^ end of" the vplume.
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the territory in general is very fertile, and nu-

merous flocks cover its rich meadows''.

The decifions of the oracle are delivered by

three prieilcfTes ''j except to the Boeotians, who

mult receive them from fome of the minillers

appertaining to the temple'*. This people having

once confulted the oracle on an enterprife they

meditated, the prieflefs anfwered :
" Commit an

adl of im.piety, and you v/ill fucceed.'* The
Boeotians, who fufpedled her of favouring the

enemy, threw her immediately into the fire, fiy-

mg :
" If the prieftefs deceives us, {he m.erits

death •, if Ciic fpeaks the truth, we obey the oracle

by committing an impious adion." The two

other priefleflTes attempted to juftify their compa-

nion, alleging that the oracle had merely com-

manded the Boeotians to carry away the facred

tripods they had in their own temple, and convey

them to that of Jupiter at Dodona. It was, how-

ever, determined, that the pricftefics fhould never

more anfwer the queftions of the Boeotians.

The gods reverd their fecrets to the prieftefies

of this temple in various modes. Sometimes thefc

women go into the facred foreft, and placing

'' Apoll. ap. Strab. lib. 7, p. 328. Hefiod. ap. Schol. So-

phocl. in Trachin. v. 1 183.
*= Hcrodot. lib. 2, cap. 55. Strab. lib. 7, p. 229.

* iStrab. lib 9, p. 4.02.
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themfelves by the prophetic tree% attentively

oblerve the murmur of its leaves agitated by the

zephyrs, or the gr'^aning of its branches beaten

by the llorm. At other times, floppirg at the

fide of a fpring v/hich gufhes from the foot of

this treef, they liften to the noife produced by

the bubbling of its fleeting waters : they carefully

remark the gradations of the founds that ftrike

their ear, and, confidering ihem as prefages of fu-

ture events, interpret them recording to efta-

blilhed rules, or, more frequently, in conformity

to the queftions fubmitted to their decifion.

They obferve the fame method to explain the

noife produced by the clailiing of feveral copper

bafons fufpended round the temple', and which

are fo placed as to be all put in motion if one is

flruck. The prieftefs, attentive to the found as it

is communicated, modified, and dies away, de-

duces from this confufcd din a variety of pre-

di6lions.

Nor is this all : near the tcmole are two co-

lumns ^, on one of which is a brazen veflel, and on

" Homer. Cdyfll'. lib. i^^v. 328. uEfchyl. in Prom. v. 831.
Sophocl. in Trachin. v. 174. Eultath. in Horn, Iliad. 2, t. i.

p. 33). Pliilullr. Icon, lib. 2, cap. 34, &:c.

i Sew. in Virg. ALndd. lib. 3,. v. 466.
8 McnccL ap. Steph. Fragm. in Dodon. Euftath. in OdyfT,

lib. 14, t. ili. p. 1760.
^ Ariilot. ap. iSuid. in A-xojv et ap. Euflath. ibid. Polera.

ap. Steph. ibid. AwJ^Vj. Strab. Suppl. lib. 7, p. 329, ap. Geogr*
Mia. t, it. p. 10 -.
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the orlier the figure of a child holding a whip with

three little br.ils thongs or flexible chains, with a

knob at the end of each. As the town of Dodona

is much expofed to wind, thefe chains are almoft

continually fcriking the veflel, and produce a

found of confiderable duration', the continuance

of which the prieftefs is accuftomed to calculate,

and make fubiervient to her defigns.

The oracle is confulted likewile by way of lot.

This is done by puutinp; fcrolls or dice into an urn,

whence they are fortuiroufly drav/n. Once, when

the Lacedaemonians had chofen this methud to

enquire concerning the fuccefs of a certain expe-

dition, the monkey of the king of the Molofil

leaped upon the table, overfet the urn, and fcat-

tered the lots, upon which the prieftefs in confter-

nation exclaimed: " That '•h Lacedrumonians,

far from hoping for vi(5lory, fn^uld think only of

their fafety." The deputies on their return de-

clared this incident at Sparta, and never did any

event produce fuch general terror amoncr this

nation of warriors *=.

The Athenians preferve feveral arfv/ers of the

oracle of Dodona. I (hall tranfcribe one, to oive

a general idea of the fpirit by which they were

di(5tated.

' riiiloftr. Icon. lib. 2, cap. 34, p. 8^9. Strab. Suppl. ibid.

^ Ciccr. dc Divin. t. iii. lib. i.cap. 34, p. 30 ; lib. 2, cap. 32,
p. 72.
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" Thus faith the prieft of Jupiter to the Athd-

nians : You have fufFered the time of the facrJ-

fices and deputation to elapfe : fend your depu-

ties as foon as pofllble ; and, befides the prefnts

already decreed by the people, let them offer to

Jupiter nine oxen fit for the plough, and let each

ox be accompanied by two fheep •, lee them bring

for Dione a table of brafs, an ox, and other vic-

tims '."

This Dione was the daughter of Uranus, and

participates with Jupiter the incenfe burnt at the

temple of Dodona "'
: an affociation of divinities

which tends to multiply facrifices r.nd oblations.

Such were the accounts given us at Ambracia.

In the mean time the winter wa:: approaching,

and we began to think of leaving this town. We
found a trading vefTel ready to fail for Naupaftus,

fituated in the gulph of Criffa. VVe were takers

on board as paflengers, and, as foon as the weather

fettled, failed out of the harbour and gulph of

Ambracia, We foon fell in with the peninfula of

Lcucadia, which is fcparated from the continent

by a Very narrow ifthmus. Hire we faw fomc

mariners, who, to avoid making the circuit of the

peninfula, were employed in carrying a veiTel over

this neck of land ". Ours being much larger, v/c

* Demo'ilh. in Miil. p. 6i I. Tayl. in camd. Orat. p. i 79.
»n Strah. lib. 7, p. 329.
« Ttiugyd. l:b. 3*, cap. 81.

determined

'
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determined to coaft along the weftcrn part of Leu-

cadia, and .it its extremity came to a promontory

formed by a very high and deep mountain, on the

fummit of which (lands the temple of Apollo,

which the failors difcover and falutc at a great

diftance. Hce we were witneflcs to a fccne which

infpired me with horror ".

Whilft a great number of boats were rangins

themfelves in a circular form at the foot of the

rock, we faw a multitude of people ftriving to

reach its fummit. Some flopped when they got

near the temple ; others were clambering up the

craggy cliffs, as if to be fpedtators of fome extra-

ordinary fight. Their motions however indicated

no mifchievous defigns, and we were perfedlly at

cafe, when on a fuddcn we faw feveral of thefe

men, who ftood on a detached part of the rock,

feize one of the number, and precipitate him into

the fea, amid the loud (houts of the fpedators, as

Well thofe on the mountain as in the boats. This

man was covered with feathers, and had birds

faftened to his body, which by fpreading their

wings might ferve to break his fall. No fooner

did he touch the fea than the boatmen flew to his

affiftance, drew him out, and beftowed on him

all the attention to be expedled from the tendered

friendfliip ''. I was fo affc6ted at the firft moment,

• Strab. lib. lo, p. 452.
' Id. ibid. Amoel. Mcmor. cap. S.

Vol. III.
' A a
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chat I could not help exclaiming: Ah, barba-

rians ! is it thus that you fport with the lives of

men ? But the pcrfons on board the vefTel di-

verted themfclves with my furprife and indigna-

tion. A citizen of Ambracia at length faid to

me: This people, who annually celebrate on

this day the feftival of Apollo, are accullomed to

offer an expiatory facrifice to the god, and to avert

on the head of the victim all the calamities with

which they may be threatened : for this purpofc

they make choice of a criminal condemned to die,

who rarely perifhes in the waves, and, after they

have faved him, he is baniihed for ever from the

territory of Leucadia^.

You will be Hill more aftonilhed, added the

Ambraciot, when 1 inform you of a ilrange opi-

nion which has been introduced among the Greeks.

They imagine that the leap of Leucata is a po-

tent remedy againil the violence of love \ Difap-

pointed lovers have frequently been known to

come to Leucadia, afccnd this promontory called

Leucata, offer facriiices in the temple of Apollo,

engage by a formal vow to perform the defpe-

rate a6t^ and voluntarily precipitate themfelves

into the fea.

It is faid that fome have recovered from the

cffefts of this fall; and, among others, we are told

s Strab. lib. IC, p. 452.
f FtoU-m. Htphsil. ap. Phot. p. 491.
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bf a citizen of Buthroton, in Epirus, whofe paf-

fions always taking fire at new obje6ts, four times

had recourfe to the fame remedy, and always with

the fame fuccefs \ As thofe who made the trial,

however, feldom took any precaution to render

their fall lefs rapid, they have generally been dc-

ftroycd, arid women have often fallen vidims to

this a6t of defperation.

At Leucata travellers are fliewn the tomb of

Artcmifia, that celebrated queen of Caria who

gave fo many proofs of courage at the battle of

Salamis*. Inflamed with a violent palTion for a

young man, who inflexibly fcfLifed her love, Ihe

furpriled him in his deep, and put Out his eyes.

Regret and defpair foon brought her to Leucata,

where fhe periflied in the waves, notwithftanding

every eft'ort to fave her '.

Such likewife was the end of the unhappy

Sappho. Forfaken by her lover Phaon, (lie

came hither to feek relief from her fufferings,

and found her death *. Thefe examples have

brought the leap of Leucata into luch difcredir,

that few lovers of the prefent day attempt to ob*

tain a cure by fo dangerous an experiment.

Purfuing our courfe, we faw to the right the

' Ptolem. Hepha-ft. ap. Phot, p* 491.
' Herodot. !ib S, cap. 87.
» Ptolem. licnh.ijft. ibid.

^ Mcnand ap. Str.ib. lib. 10, p. 452.

A 32
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ides of Ithaca and Cephallenia, and to the left

the coafls of Acarnania. In this province we meet

with fome confiderable towns y, many fmall for-

tified places % and feveral nations of different

origins^, but afTociated in one general confede-

racy, and almofl always at war with the ^tolians

tlieir neighbours, whofe ftates are feparated from

theirs by the river Achelous. The Acarnanians

arc faithful to their promife, and extremely jealous

of their liberty '».

After pafling the mouth of the Achelous, we

coafted during a whole day along the fhores of

^tolia'^. This country, in which there are fertile

plains, is inhabited by a warlike nation ^, divided

into feveral tribes, in general of Greek origin,

though fome of them ftill retain relics of their

ancient barbarifm, by fpeaking a language very

difficult to underftand, living on raw flefli, and

inhabiting dcfencelefs villages ^ Thefe various

tribes, uniting together, have formed a powerful

alTociation, fimilar to that of the Boeotians, Thef-

falians, and Acarnanians. They aflemble yearly by

deputies in the city of Thermus, to ele6l their

7 Thucyd.lib. 2, cap. 102. .

^ Diod. 8ic. lib. 19, p. 70B,
a Strab. lib. 7, p. 321*
»» Polyb. lib. 4, p. 299.
'^ Dic£carch. Stat. Grasc. v. 63, p. 5. Scyl. Pcrlp. p. 14.

^ Strab. lib. 10. p. 450. Palmer. Giac. Aiitiq. p. 423.
e I'hiu-yd. lib. 3, cap. 94;
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chief". The pomp difplayed on the occafion, the

games, feftivals, and concourfe of merchants and

fpedators, render this a no lefs fplendid than auguft

aflembly ^»

The JEtolians regard neither alliances nor trea-

ties. When war breaks out between their neigh-

bours, they fufFcr them mutually to enfeeble each

other, then fall upon them, and carry off the fpoils

from the vidlors. This they call pillagmg amongfi

the pillage *"

.

They are greatly addided to piracy, as are alfo

the Acarnanians, and theOzolian Locrians. None of

the inhabitants of this coaft annex any idea of in-

juftice or infamy to this pradtice. It is the re-

mains of the manners of ancient Greece, as is the

cuftom of never quitting their arms even in time

of peace". Their horfemen are very formidable

when they fight man to man, but much lefs fo in

a regular battle. The very reverfe of this is to be

remarked of the Theflalians *.

To the eaft of the Achelous lions are found, as

they are likewiie, afcending towards the north, as

far as the river Neftus in Thrace. It fliould feem

^s if in this long trad of country they occupied

$1 flip of land bounded by thefe two rivers ; by

^ Strab. lib. lo, p. 463. Polyb. Excerpt. Legat. cap. 74, p. 895,
5 Polyb. ibid. lib. 5, p. 357.
^ Id. ibid. lib. 17, p. 746,
' Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 5.

»f Polyb, lib, 4, p. 278.

Aa^
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the former to the weft, and by the latter to the

caftvvard. Thefe animals are faid to be unknown

in the reft of Europe K

After four days failing"' we arrived atNaupac-

tus, a town fituated at the foot of a mountain ", in

the country ofthe Ozolian Locrians. On the ftiore we

faw a temple of Neptune, and near it a cave, filled

with offerings, and dedicated to Venus. We found

fome widows here, who came to requeft new huf-

bands of the goddefs °.

The next day we went on board a fmall veflel,

which conveyed us to Pagas, a fea-port town of

Megaris, from whence we returned to Athens.

1 Heroclot. lib. 7, cap. 126. Ariflot. Hift. Animal, lib. 6,

cap. 3 I , t. i. p. 8S4.
" Scylax. Peiipl. ap. Geogr. Min. t. i. p. 12. &c, Dicaearch,

Stat. Graec. t. ii. p. 4.

n Voyag. de bpon, t. ii. p. 1 8.

e Paufan. lib. 10, p. S()B,
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CHAP. XXXVII.

Magara.— Corinth.— Sicyon.—Achaia *.

TT TE fpent the winter at Athens, impatiently

V T waiting for the feafon when we might re-

commence our travels. We had feen the north-

ern provinces of Greece. It ftill remained for us

to vifit thofe of Peloponnefus, the road to which

we took at the return of fpring •\,

After paffing through the city of Eleufis, which

I fhall hereafter notice, we enter Mcgaris, which

feparates the Hates of Athens from thofe of Corinth,

and contains a fmall number of towns and vil-

lages. Megara, which is the capital, was formerly

joined to the harbour of Nifa;a by two long walls,

which the inhabitants thought proper to demolifli

about a century ago p. It was long governed by

kings ^. Democracy fuccceded, and fubfifled till

the public orators, to pleafe the multitude, invited

them to fhare amongft them the fpoils of the rich

* See the map of Achaia.

-j- About the month of March of tho year 356 before Chrift.

p Thucyd. lib. 4, cap. 109. Strab. lib. 7, p. 392.

1 Paufan. lib. i, cap. 39, p. 95 ; cap. 41, p. 99.

A 34
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titizens. An oligarchical form was then cfta-

blifhed
' ; but in our time the people have refumed

their authority ^

The Athenians have not forgotten that this pro-

vince once formed part of their territories % and

would gladly again reunite it to them ; for it might

on fome occafions ferve tliem as a barrier " : but

it has more than once drawn on itfelf their ven-

geance, by preferring an alliance with Laceda^mon.

During the Peloponnefian war they reduced it

to the laft extremity, by ravaging the whole

country *, and by prohibiting all commerce be-

tween it and their ftatesr. In time of peace the

Megareans carry their commodities, and particu-

larly a confiderable quantity of fait, which they

colleft on the rocks in the vicinity of the harbour^

to Athens *. Though the little territory they

poflefs be as fterile as that of Attica % many indi-

viduals have become rich by a well direaed oeco-

nomy*'-, and others by a fpirit of parfimony%

which has procured them the charader of having

r Thucyd. lib. 4, cap. 74. Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 3,

t. li.p. 388; cap. 5, p. 392.

* Diod. Sic lib. i5» P-357'
t Strab. lib. 7,0. 39^- Faufan.Iib. i, cap. 42, p. loi.

^ Dtmofth. in l*hilip. 3, P- 95-
,

^ Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 31. Paufan. ibid. cap. 40, p. 97.

y Thucvd. lib. 1, cap. 67. Aiiftoph. in Acharn; v. 520,

Id. in I'ac! V. 608. Schol. ibid.

^ Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 520 & 760. Schol. ibid.

« Strab. lib. 7, p. 393*

b Ifocr. in Pac. t. i. p- 4^0.

e Demoftb. in Ncasr. p- 866»
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rcconrfe In their treaties, as well as in their trade,

to the artifices of perfidy and mercantile mean-

nefs ^.

During the laft century their enterprifes were

fometimes attended with brilliant fuccefs: at prc-

fent their power is at an end ; but their vanity has

increafed with their weaknels, and they remember

more what they have been than what they are.

On the very evening of o'jr arrival, fupping with

ibme ot the principal citizens, we queftioned them

concerning the flate of their navy -, they anfwered

us : In the time of the Perfian war we had twenty

galleys at the battle of Salamis ^—Could you bring

a numerous army into the field ?—We had three

thoufand men at the battle of Platasa^— Is your

country populous ? — It formerly contained fo

many inh:;bitants, that we were obliged to fend

colonies into Sicily s, the Propontis ^\ to the Thra-

cian Bofphorus', and the Euxine''. They then

attempted to juftify themfclves with refped to

fome a6ls of perfidy of which they have been ac-

cufed ', and related to us an anecdote that deferves

to be preferved. The inhabitants of Megaris

* Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 738. Schol. ibid. Suid, in Miyx^-
« Heiodot. lib. 8, cap. 45.
f Id. lib. 9, cap. 28.

i Strab. lib. 6, p. 267.
h Scymn. in Defer. Orb. v. 7 1 5.

» Strab. lib. 7, p. 320. Scymn. v. 176 et 74c.

" Strab. ibid. p. 319.
> Epillol, Philip, ap. Demcftb. p. 1x4,
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had taken up arms againft each other, but it was

agreed that the war fiiould not interrupt ruftic la-

bours. The foldier who carried off a peafanf,

conduced him to his houle, admitted him to his

table, and fent him back before he had received

the ftipuluted ranibm ; but the prilbner never

failed to carry it, as foon as he could colleft the

fum. The laws were not enforced againft the

man who violated his word ; but he was univer-

fally detefted for his ingratitude and infamy ""^

This fad, laid I, is not, I believe, of the prefent

times ? No ; anfwered they, it happened at the

firft foundation of this ftate. I imagined, replied

I, that it was to be referred to the ages of igno*

ranee.

On the following days we were Ihewn feveral

flatues, fome of wood ", which were the molt an-

cient, and others of gold and ivory °, which were

not the moft beautiful: there were alfo fome of

marble and brafs, executed by Praxiteles and

Scopas P. We likewife faw the fcnate-houfe ' and

other edifices, built with a very white ftone, eafy

to cut, and full of petrified fiiells '.

This city contains a celebrated fchool of philo-
» — ^—

—

' . »

" Plut. Qu.x{[. Grac. t. ii. p. 295.
" Panfan.lib. i, cap. 42, p. 102.

Id. ibid. cap. 4c, p. 97 ; cap. 42, p. loi ; cap. 43, p. 105,
P Id. ibid. cap. 43, p. IC5 ; cap. 44, p. 106.
<» Id. ibid. cap. 42 , p. I o i

.

* Id. ibid, cap, 44, p. 107.
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fophers', Euclid, its founder, was one of the

moft zealous difciples of Socrates. Notwithftanding

the diftance, and the capital punifliment decreed

by the Athenians againft every Megarean who

fhould dare to enter tiieir territory, he fometimes

fet out at night, difguifed in the drcfs of a woman,

to pafs a few moments with his mafter, and re-

turned by day-break \ They employed them-

felves in examining together in what confided the

real good. Socrates, whofe enquiries were folely

directed to one point, employed only the fimplcft:

methods of inveftigation •, but Euclid, too much

familiarized with the writings of Parmenides and

the Elean fchool ", had recourfe to abftradions ; a

method often dangerous, and ftill oftener unintel-

ligible. His principles confiderably refembled

thofe of Plato ; he maintained that the real good

muft be one, always the fame, and always fmiilar

to itfelf*. Thefe different properties were next

to be defined, and that which of all things is the

moft important for us to know, proved the moft

difficult to comprehend.

The queftion was ftill farther involved in obfcu-

rity, by the received method of fetting up one

propofition againft its oppofite, and continuing to

difcufs each at length. A logical weapon, recently

• Bnick. Hift. Philof. 1. 1. p. 610.
' Aul. Gcll. lib. 6, cap. 10.

" Diogcn. Latrt. lib. 2, § 106.

* Cicer. Acad. 2, cap. 42, t. ii. p. 54. - *
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difcovered, frequently contributed to increafe

the confufion •, I mean the fyllogifm, which, by its

terrible and unexpefted ftrokes, brings the adver-

fary to the ground who bus not fkill enough to

parry them. The fubtieties of metaphyfics calling

to their aid the quirks of logic, words prefentlv took

place of things, and ftudents acquired nothing in

the fchools but a fpirit of acrimony and contra-

diction.

Euclid, perhaps unintentionally, introduced this

fpirit into his ; for he was naturally mild and pa-

tient : his brother, who thought he had reafon to

be offended at him, faid to him one day in his paf-

iion :
" I will lofe my life rather than not revenge

myfelf." " And I," anlwered Euclid, " will lofe

mine but I v/iil oblige you ftill to love me > ." But

he too often gave way to the pleafure of mukiplj'-

ing and furmounting difficulties, not perceiving that

principles frequently fhaker^ neceifarily lofe part

of their ilreng'ch.

His fuccelfor, Eubulides of Miletus, led his

difciples through ftill more flippery and crooked

paths. Euclid exerclfed their minds, Eubulides

gave them violent (hocks. Both pofiefied much

knowledge apd underftanding : and this it wa$

proper to premife before I fpeak of the latter.

We found him furrounded by young men, at-

tentive to all his words, and even his very fign^,

Plut^ de Fratern. Amor. t. ii. p. 4S9,
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He told us of the manner in which he trained

them to the fight, and gave us to underftand that

he preferred ofTcnfive to defenfive war. We de-

fired him to favour us with the exhibition of a

battle; and, whilft the preparations were making,

he told us that he had difcovered feveral new fpecies

of fyllogilms, all wonderfully calculated to en-

lighten the mind. One was called the veiled i

another, the bald ; a third, the liar ; and fo with

others *.

I (hall proceed to make a trial of fome in your

prefence, added he -, they fiiall be followed by the

combat you have defired : do not judge lightly of

them ; there are fome which puzzle the wifeft

heads, and reduce them to llraits from which they

cannot very eafily extricate themfelves \

At this moment a perfon veiled from head to

foot made his appearance. He afked me if I knew

him. I anlwered, No. Well then, laid he, thus I

argue: you do not know this man •, now, this man
is your friend -, therefore you do not know your

friend •*. He dropped his veil, and I faw a young

Athenian, with whom I was intimately acquainted,

Eubulides, immediately addreffing himfclf to Phi-

lotas, faid to him : Who is a bald man ,? — The man
who has no hair.—And if he had ftill one left,

^ Di<)i,a"n. Laeit. lib. ,?, § iz^. Menag. ibid.

" Arillot. dc Mor. lib. 7, cap. 2, t. ii. p. 87. Cicer. Acad, j,
cap. 30, t. ii. p. 40.

'' Lucian, de Vitav. Aufl. t. i. p. 563.
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would he be ftill bald ?—Undoubtedly.—If he

had two, three, four ? This feries of numbers he

continued, always increafirig it by Unity, till Phi-

Iotas at length admitted that the man in queftion

would be no longer bald.—A fingle hair then, re-

fumed Eubulides, fufficcs to prevent a man from

being bald, yet at firft you aflerted the contrary ^.

You fee, added he, that on the fame principle we

can prove that one fiiecp fuffices to form a flock,

and a fingle grain to give the exadt meafure of a

bufhel. We feemed fo aftoniflied at thefe wretch-

ed quibbles, and fo enibarraffed in our manner,

that ail the fcholars burft into a laugh.

The indefatigable Eubulides however conti-

nued :— But here is the mod difficult knot to uri-

ravel. Epimenides has faid that all the Cretans

are liars; now he was himfelf a Cretan : therefore

he has lied -, therefore the Cretans are not liars 5

therefore Epimenides has not lied, and therefore

the Cretans are liars ^.

At thefe words, with eye inflamed, and me-

nacing geftures, the two parties advance, prefs

and repel each other, pouring down a fhower of

fyllogifms, fophifms, and paralogifms on the heads

of their refpedlive antagonifts. Prefently the

darknefs thickens, the ranks intermingle, the vic-

* Menag. ad Diog-cn. Laeit. lib. 2, § io8, p. 122.

«* GifTeiid. (3e Logic- t. L cap. 3, p. 40. Cayl. dl6l< ArtkU
Euclid, note D.
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tors and the vanquilhed are wounded by their own

weapons, or fall into the fame fnares. Abufive

"wOrds encounter in the air, and arc at length over-

powered by the loud Ihouts that re-echo through

the hall.

The aftion was about to recommence, when

Philocas obfervcd to Eubulides, that on both fides

they feemed more attentive to eftablilh their own

opinion than to overturn that of their antagoniib,

which, faid he,-- is certainly a bad mode of reafon-

ing. On my part I could not refrain from laying,

that his pupils feemed more eager to procure the

triumph of error than that of truth ; which is a

dangerous method of proceedings He was pre-

paring to aniwer us, when we were informed that

our carriages were waiting. We therefore took

leave of him, and, as we returned, lamented the

lliameful manner in which the lophifrs abufc their

talents, and the difpofitions of their fcholars.

To bring us to the iilhmus of Corinth, our guide

conducted us over heights, on a fort of cornice

hewn out of the rock, very narrow and fteep, and

elevated above the fea, on the brow of a mountain,

the fummit of which reached to the clouds ^. This

was the famous pafs where Sciron is faid to have

taken his ftation, and, after robbing travellers,

« Plut. de Stoic. Repugn, t. Ji. p. 1036.
f Spon, Voyag. t. ii. p. 171. CUandl. Trav. chap. 44,

p. I9'J.
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precipitated them into the fca, till he was himfel^j

put to death in the fame manner by Thefeus s.

Nothing can be more terrifying at firft fight

than this pafTage : we dared not caft our eyes on

the abyfs -, the roaring of the waves feemed every

moment to warn us that we were fufpended be-

tween life and death, till at length familiarized

with the danger, we viewed the interefting fcene

with an awful pleafure. Impetuous winds rufhing

over the fummit of the rocks on our right, howled

above our heads, and, dividing into eddies, fell

perpendicularly on different points of the furface

of the fea, harrowing it up, and whitening certain

fpots of it with foam, whilft in the intermediate

fpaces it was entirely calm and fmooth''.

The path we followed is about forty-eight

ftadia** in length, alternately rifmg and defcend-

ing alrhoft to Cromyon, a port and caftle of the

Corinthians, one hundred and twenty ftadia diftant

from the capital'' \-. Purfuing our journey along

the fhore by a more commodious and better road,

we arrived at that part of the ifthmus where it is

©nly forty fladia in breadth' J.

t Pint, in Thef. t. i. p. 4.
^ Whcler's Journcv. book 6, p. 436.
• Plin. lib. 4, cap. 7, p. ig6. Whel. ibid.

* About one Icacjne and three quarters.

I'' 'J'hucyd. lib. 4, cap. 45.
-»• Four leagues and a half.

' Scylax. Pcripl. ap. Geogr. Min. t. i. p. 1 5. Strab. lib. 8,

p. 3j4^t 355' I^'oii' ^^'C- lib. II, p. 14.

+ About a lea^Lic r^nd a half.

2 Here
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Here the different Hates of Pcloponnefus have

occafionally formed intrenchments, when in dread

of an invarion"^: here too are celebrated the

Ifthmian games, near a temple of Neptune, and a

wood of pine-trees confecra:ed to that god ".

The country of the Corinthians is confined

within very narrow limits : though it extends more

in length along the fea, a veflel may coaflfrom

one extremity to the other in a day°. It pofielTes

few rich plains, but is in general uneven, and of

indifferent fertility p. The wine it produces is but

of a bad quality •*.

The city is feated at the foot of a high hill, on

which (lands a citadel ''. To the fouthward it is

defended by the hill itfclf, which is there ex-

tremely deep. Very ftrong and lofty ramparts *

protect it on the three other fides. Its circumfe-

rence is forty fladia*-, but as the walls extend

along the fides of the hill, and furround the citadel,

it may on the whole be reckoned at eighty-five

ftadia^f.

" Hei-odot. lib. 8, cap. 40. Ifocr. in Paneg. t. i. p. 16$.

DIod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 3S0.

" Pi.uL Olymp. od. 13, v. 5; Id. Ifthm. od. I. Strab. lib. 8,

p. 334 ct 335. Paiifaii. lib. 2, cap. I, p. 112.

" Scyl. Verip). ap. Geogr. Mia. t. i. p. 15 et 21.

P Strab. ibid. p. 382.

s Alex. ap. Athcn. lib. 1, cap. 23, p. 30.
• Strab. ibid. p. 379. Paufan.lib. 2, cap. 4, p. 1 2 1.

• Pl;it. Apophtli. Lacon. t. ii. p. 21 5.

* About a league and a half,

t Strab. lib. 8, p. 379.

f Three leagues and nearly a quarter. .

Vol. III.
' Bb
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The fca of Crifla and the Sinus Saronkus cotne

to expire at the feet of Corinth, as if to recognize

her power. On the former is the port of I ,echjEum,

conne6ted with the city by a double wall of about

twelve ftadia" in length *. On the fecond lies the

port of Cenchrese, diftant from Corinth feventy

ftadia '' f

.

This city is embellifhed by a great number of

facred and profane edifices both ancient and mo-

dern. After vifiting the forum, decorated as ufual

with temples and ftatues y, we went to fee the

theatre, where the aflembly of the people delibe-

rate on affairs of (late, and where the mufical con-

tefts and other entertainments are exhibited at

the feftivals *.

We were fhewn the tomb of the two fons of

Medea. The Corinthians tore them from the

altar on which they were depofited by this un-

happy mother, and ftoned them to death. As a

punifhment for their crime, an epidemical difor-

der carried off all their children in the cradle, un^

til, liftening to the voice of the oracle, they en-

gaged to pay annual honours to the memory of

" Xenoph. Hift. Grasc. lib. 4, p. 522 ct 523. Id. in Agefil,

p. 661. Strab. lib. 8, p. 380.
* Near half a league.

^ Strab. ibid.

•f Near three leagues.

J Xenoph. Hill. Grccc. lib. 5, p. 521. Paufan. lib. 2, cap. 2,

p. II ;.

2 Plut. in Arat. t. i. p. 1034, Polyaen* Stratag, lib 4,
cap. 6.
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the vidims of their fury *. I had believed, faid I,

on the authority of Euripides, that this princefs

"Was herfelf their murderer*. I have heard it laid,

anlwered one of the company, that the poet fuf-

fered himfelf to be gained by the magillrates for

a lum of five talents'^ -, but, however this may be,

an ancient cuftom clearly proves, and why fliould

we difTemble it ? that our anceflors were guilty ;

for, to record the memory of this tact, and expiate

their crime, our children go with their heads

fhaven, and wear a black robe to a certain age**.

The road to the citadel has fo many windings,

that the traveller journeys thirty ftadia before he

reaches the fummit ^ We arrived near a fpring

called Pirene, where Bellerophon is faid to have

found the horfe Pegalus. Irs w.ters are remark-

ably cold and limpid ^ ; as they havd no vifiblc

iffue, it is imagined that they delcend by natural

cavities in the rock into the city, where they form

a fountain, the water of which is remarkable for

its levity ^, an4 would fupply a fufficient quantity

for the ufe of the inhabitants, even though they

• Paufan. lib. :, cap. 3, p. n8. yElian. Var. Hiftor. lib. 5-,

cap. 21. Parmenid. et Didym. ap. Schol. Euripid. in Med,
»• 273-

•» Euripid. ibid. v. 1271, et alibi.

• Paimen. ap. Schol. Euripid. in Med.
• Paufan. ibid.

« Strah. lib. 8, p. 379. Spon, Voyag. t. if. p. 175. Wheel,
book 6, p. 4J0.

f Strab, ibid. Athen.lib. 2, cap. 6, p. 43.
« Athen, ibid. cap. 5, p. 43.

B bz
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had not that great number of wells which they

have every where iunk^.

The fituation of the citadel and its ratnparts

render it fo Ifrong, that ic can only be token by

treachery ' cr f.imine. At the entrance we iaw

the temple of Venus, with the ftatue of that god-

defs clad in brilliant armour, and accompanied by

another of the god of love, and a third of the fun,

who was adored here before the woriliip of Venus

was introduced ^.

From this lofty region the goddefs feems to

reign over the earth and feas. Such at lead was

the idea fuggefted by the magnificent fcene that

opened to our view. Towards the north, the

profped extends as far as ParnafTus and Helicon

;

to the eaftward, to the ifle of iEgina, the citadel

of Athens, and the promontory of Sunium ; and to

the weft, the eye furveys the rich plains of Si-

. cyon ^ We viewed with pleafure the two gulphs,

the waves of v/liich break againft this ifthmus,

which Pindar has jullly compared to a bridge

conftru6ted by nature in the midft of the feas, to

conned together the two principal ports of

Greece "".

^ Sti-ab. lib. 8, p. 379.
» Plut. in. Aral. t. i. p. 1034, T035.
^ Paufau. lib. 2> cap. 4, p. 121.

' Strab. lib. 8, p. 379. Spon, t. ii. p. 175. Whel. book 6,

.442.
> Piud. Ifthm. od.

.-i,
v. 34 ; Schol. ibid.
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At the firfl: view of this fituation, it fhoulJ feem

that no communication could take place between

one part of this continent and the other, without the

confent of Corinth " •, and this city is juftly conli-

dcred as the bulwark of Peloponncfus, and one

of the fhackles of Greece °: but the jealoufy of

the other ftates not having permitted the Corin-

thians to interdidb to tliem the palTage of the iilh-

mus, the latter are content with profiting by

their local advantages to am^^fs conriJcr..ble

riches.

No fooncr did navigators venture on the ocean

than pirates made their appearance, as vultures

cxifted as loon as pigeons. At firft the com-

merce of the Greeks was carried on by land, and

entered or left the Pv.doponnefus by the road of

the ifthmus. The Corinrhians impofed a duty on

the tranfit of all commoditie=!, and derived from

thence a certain degree of opidence ••. When the

•pirates were deftroycd, the veffcls of thofe day*,

worked by inexpc-r.enced mariners, ventured not

to brave the ftormy fea between the lUe of Crete

•and cape Malea in Laconia'. It wr*s then a kind

of proverbi^il exprediun : Before the mariner

doubles cape Malea, he Ihould forget all he holds

" Plut. in Arat. t. i. p. 104.4,
*

° Piut. in Amat. Narrat. t. ii. p. 772. Tolyh. lib. 17,

P-75'-
P Homer. Iliad, lib 2, v. 570. Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 13.
9 Homer. Odyft lib. 9, v. 80. S;;phacl. in Trachin. v. T2o.

Bb 2
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deareft in the world ^ Merchants therefore chofc

rather to tranfporc their goods to the feas terminat-

ing at the ifthmus.

The merchandize of Italy, Sicily, and the

wcftern nations, was landed at the harbour of Le-

chseum : and that from the iflands of the ^gean
fca, the coafts of Afia Minor, and of the Phoeni-

cians, at the port of Ccnchres. In procefs of

time commodities were conveyed by land from

one harbour to the other, and means contrived

for tranfporting even the vefiels ^

Corinth, become the mart of Afia and Eu-

rope % continu'. d to colled duties on foreign

merchandize*, covered the fea with fliips, and

formed a navy to protedl her commerce. Her

induftry was excited by fuccefs -, fhe built fhips

of a new form, and firft produced gallies with

three benches of oars^. Her naval force procur-

ing her refped, all nations poured their produc-

tions into her emporium. We faw the fhorc

covered with * reams of paper, and fail-cloth

brought from Egypt, ivory from Libya, the lea-

ther of Cyrene, incenfe from Syria, Phoenician

dates, Carthaginian carpets, corn and cheefe from

' Strab. I'b. 8, p. 378.
» Thucvd. lib. 2, cap. 69.

Id. lib. 3, cap. 15 ; lib. 8, cap. 8. Strab. lib. 8, p. 335«

Polyb. ap. Suid. in Ima-^fA..

'' A.riftid. IlUiin. in Nept. t. i. p. 41. Orof. lib. 5, cap. 3.

^ S.rdb. ibid. p. 3'/8.

y Tlmcyd. lib. i, cap. I3. Diod. Sic. lib. 14, p. 269.

» Anlipii. et Hcrmip. ap, Athcn. lib, i, cap, 21, p. 37.
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Syracufe*, pears and apples from Eubcea, Phry-

gian and Theffalian flaves, not to mention a mul-

titude of other articles which daily arrive in the

ports of Greece^, and particularly in thofe of

Corinth. Foreign merchants of all coun ries,

but moreefpecially from Phoenicia*^, are attrafted

hither by the hope of gain ; and the games of the

ifthmus draw together a prodigious n-umber of

fpeflators *•.

Thefe refourccs increafing the wealth of the

flate, workmen of every kind were proteded •=,

and exerted themfclves with new emulation''.

Thefe were already diftinguiflied, at lead fo it is

aflerted, by feveral ufeful inventions^, which I

(hall not fpecify, as I am unable to afcertain tiieir

precife objeft. The arts originate in obfcure at-

tempts, and are elTayed in diflfercnt pkccs -, when

brought to perfecflion, the title of inventor is be-

flowed on him who by fome fuccefsful procefs

has facilitated their application. I fhall give an

inftance of this. Ephorus the hiftorian, extremely

well verfed in the knowledge of ancient ufages,

told me one day that the wheel with which a pot-

• Ariiloph, in \'cfp. v. 834.
^ Athcn. p. 27.

•" Pind. l\th. oJ. 2,v. 125.
«* Strab. lib. 8, p. 378.
' Ktrodot. lib. 2, cap. 167.
*' Oiof. lib. 5, rap. ;.

E Schol. Pind. Olymp. od. 1 5, v. 17. Plin. lib. 35, cap. 3,
t. Ii.p,682; cap. 12, p. 710.

Bb4
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ter turns his veficils, was introduced among the

Greeks by the fage Anacharfis''. During my

flay at Corinth, I ventured to boaft of that cir-

cumftance, but was anfwered that the glory of the

invention was due to one of tiieir fellow-citizens,

named Hyperbius ' : a commentator on Homer

proved to us, by a pafTage from that poet, that

this machine was known before the time of Hy-

perbius ^ ; and Philotas on the other fide main-

tained, that the honour of the invention belonged

to Thalos, who was prior to Homer, and nephew

to Dredalus of Athens ^ The fame obfervation

may be made v;ich refpccl to mioft of the difco-

veries which the nations of Greece vie with each

other in claiming as their own. The only con-

clufion we are authorized to draw from their pre-

tenfions feerns to be, that they early cultivated

thofe arts of which they imiagine themfclves the

inventors.

Corinth abounds in v/arehoufes and manufac-

tures ™-, among other articles the inhabitants m.ake

coverlets for beds, which are in great requefl in

foreign countries". She colle6ts at a vaft cxpence

' Ephor. ap. Strab. lib. 7, p. 303. Pofidon. ap. Sejiec.

epift. 90, t. ii. p. 412. Diogen. Laert. Sec, >

' 'Jheophr. ap. Sthol. Piud. Olymp. od. 13, v. 2^. Plln.lib. 7
cap. 56, t. i. p. 414.

I' Homer. Hind. lib. 18, v. 600.
1 Diod. Sic. lib. 4, p. 2 77.
"> SUctb. lib. 8, p y62. Crof. lib. 5, cap. 3.
» Ktrarii|). ap. Atiien.lib. I, cap, 21, p. 27.
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pi6tiires and ftatues of the beft mafl-ers", but has

hiLhcrto produced none of thole artifts who do fo

much honour to Greece, whether it be that her

tafte for the mafter pieces of Art is but the refulc

of luxury, or that Nature, rcferving to herfclf the

privilege of determining what places fhall pro-

ciuce men of genius, leaves to favereigns only

the care of difcovering and rendering them il-

lullrious. Certain manufactures of brafs and

earthen ware, fabricated in this city, are held

neverthelefs in great eftimation. Corinth pof-

fefTes no copper-mines *
j but her workmen, by

mixing what they procure from foreign countries

with a fmall quantity of gold and filver'', com-

pofe a metal extremely brilliant, and almoft proof

againft ruil ^ Of it they make cuiraflcs, hel-

mets, little figures, cups, and veffcls, Hill lefs ef-

teemed for the material than the workmanfliip,

moil of them enriched with foliage and other or-

naments in chafed work ^ The ornaments on

their pottery ware are executed with the fame

fkill, and are equally beautiful ^ The mod ordi-

nary materials, from the elegance of the form

they give them, and the embellirnmcnts by which

» f o!yb. ap. Strab. lib. o, p. 381. Tlor. lib. 2, cap. 16.

P Paufaii. lib. 2, cap. 3.

q Piin. lib. 34, cap. z, p. (^40. Id. lib. 37, cap. 3, p. 772.

Flor. it-id. Orof. lib. 5, cap. 3.
'' Ci(.er Tufciil. lib. 4, cap. 14, t. ii. p. 340.'

• * Id. iu Vcrr.de Sign. cap. 44» t. it. p. 391.
» Sirab. lib. 8, p. 381. Salinaf. in Exticit. P!in. p. 1048.
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they are adorned, acquire fo great a value as to be

preferred to marble and the moft precious metals.

The women of Corinth are diftinguifhed by

their beauty ", the men by their love of gain and

pkafure. They ruin their health by convivial

debauches *, and love with them is cnly licen-

tious pailion y. Far from blufhing at their fen-

fuality, they attempt to juftify it by an infiltution

which fcems to prefcribe it as a duty, Venus is

their principal deity ; to her they have confecrated

a number of courtezans for the purpofe of inter-

ceding in their behalf: in time of public calami-

ties and imminent dano-er thefe women attend at

the facrifices, and v/alk in proceffion with the other

citizens finging facred hymns. When Xerxes

invaded Greece, recourfe was had to their inter^

ceffion ; and I have feen the pidure in which

they are reprefented addreffing their prayers to the

goddefs, and fome verfes of Simonides, at the

bottom of the painting, which afcribe to them the

glory of having preferved the Greeks *.

A triumph fo illuftrious multiplied the number

of thefe prieflefTes. Even at prefent individuals,

to enfure the fuccefs of their undertakinc;?, vow to

" Anacr. od. ^2.

» Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii. p. 404.
y Ariftoph. in Tlicfmopli. v. 655. Schol. ibid. Steph, iu

* Cliamel. Tlieopomp. Tim. ap. Athcn. lib. 13, cap. 4*

|). 573. Pindar, ap. euaid. p. 574.

7
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prefnt to Vi.'nus a certain number of courtezans,

whom they fend for to dirrercni. countries*. Up-

wards of on-- thoufand are reckoned i.i this city.

Th^y attract h ther the foreign merchants, and in

a tew days will ruin them and their whole ret nuej

hence the proverb :
" It is not for every one to

go to Corinth ''."

I mull: here obfcrvc, that the women who carry

on this corrupt commerce throughout Greece

never pofTfled the leaft title to public cfteem •,

that even at Corinth, where the tomb of the

ancient Lais *= was pointed out to me with fo much

difiiinclion, the modefl women celebrate a parti-

cular feftival in honour of Venus, to which the

courtezans are refufed admittance ^ ; and that the

Corinthians who performed fuch illuftrious ads of

valour in the Perfian war% becoming enervated

by pleafurc, funk under the yoke of the Argives,

were obliged alternately to folicit the protedlion

of the Laccdasmonians, the Athenians, and The-

bans '', and are at length reduced to be only the

wealthieft, the moft effeminate, and weakeft ftate

in Greece.

» Athen. ibid.

b Sti-ab. hh. 8, p. 378.
« Pauf-in.lib. 2,c?.p. 12, p. 115.

^ AIlx. ap. Atheii. lib. l , p. 974.
• 1-ierodut. lib. 9, cap. 104. Plut. de. Malign. Herodot. 1. 11.

p. 870 ct 872.
f Xtnoph. Hlft. Grxc. lib. 4, p. 521* 523 » ^^^' ^» P* ^^®»

lib. 7. P-624-
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It now remains for me to give a flight idea of

the changes this city has experienced in its go-

vernment. I muft recur to diftant ages, but on

thefe I Iliall not dwell long.

About one hundred and ten years after the Tro-

jan war, and thirty years fubfequent to the return

of the Heraclidn;, Alethes, who was defcended from

Hercules, obtained the kingdom of Corinth, which

remained in his family for the fpace of four hun-

dred and fcventeen years, the eldcft child always

fucceeding to his fathers. Royalty was at laft

abolifiicd, and the fovereign power entrulled to

two hundred citizens, who conftantly intermarried

among themfeives ^, and muft all be of the blood

of the Heraclida^'. One of thefe was annually

chofen for the adminiftracion of the government,

under the name of Prytanis ''. They laid a duty

on ail merchandize paHing the Ifihmus, which,

while it enr'chcd them, accelerated their downfall

by exceiTive luxury \ Ninety years after the infti-

tution of this form of government"', Cypfelus

having gained the people, transferred the fovereign

authority to himfclf *, and reftored royalty, which

i Diod. Sic. ap. Syncell. p. 179.
^ Herodct. !ib. ^, cap. 92,
• Diod. Sic. ibid.

^ Id. ibid. Paiifan. lib, 2, cap. 4, p. izo.
' Strab. lib. 8, p. 37S. iEIian. Var. Hiil. lib. i, cap. 19.
^ Diod. Sic. ibid. Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap, lOj tb li,

p. 403.
* The year 658 before Clirifl.
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fubfifled in his family for feventy-three years and

fix months ".

The commencement of his reign was marked

by afts of cruelty and profcriptions. He perfe-

CLitcd the citizens whofe influence he feared, ba-

nifhing fome, dcTpoiling others of their poflef-

fions, and putting feveral to death". To weaken

ftill more the party of the rich, he extorted for

ten years the tenth of all their property, under

pre:ext of a vow he had made before he afcended

the throne ••, and of which he acquitted himfelf

by erefting a golden ftatue of enormous fize near

the temple of Olympia**. When he had calmed

his apprehenfions, he wiflied to gain the affedlions

of his fubjects, and appeared in public without

guards, or any of the cuftomary pomp of royal-

ty ^ The people, charmed with this mark of

confidence, readily pardoned hini ads of injufl;ice

which had not fallen on them, and fuffered him to

die in peace, after a reign of thirty years '.

• His fon Periander began as his father had con-

cluded, and from the firft moment of his reign

promifcd happy days and lading tranquillity. His

• Ariflot. de Rep. "lib. 5, cap. 12, p. 411.
• H>rodot. lib. 5, cap. 92. Polyasn. Strat. lib. 5, cap. 31.
I* Arillot. de Cur. ilci Famil. lib, 2, t. ii. p. 501. Suid. in

1 Plat, in Phasdr. t. iii. p. 236. Strab. lib. 5, p. 378. Suid.

ibid.

' Arillot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 12, p. 411.
» Htrodut. ibid. Ariitot. ibid.
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iubjefls admired his mildnefs *, his knowledge,

his prudence, and the ordinances he ilTued againft

thofe who pofleffed too many (laves, or whole ex-

penditure exceeded their revenue •, and againft

offenders guilty ot atrocious crimes, or remarkable

for depravity of manners. He inftituted a fe-

nate, levied no new taxes, was fatisfied with the

duties collefted on merchandize ", built a number

of fhips " •, and, to give more activity to com-

merce, determined to cut through the ifthmus,

and open a communication between the two fcas y.

He was engaged in different wars, and his vi6lo-

ries gave the world a high opinion of his valour.

And indeed what was not to be expelled from a

prince who feemed to be the oracle of wifdom^;

who would fo.vetimes fay :
" The inordinate love

of riches is a calumny againft nature.—Pleafures

are but tranfitory, virtues eternal''.—True liberty

confifts only in a clear confcience*^ !"

In certain cr tical circumftances he lent to con-

fult Thrafybuius, king of Miletus, with whom he

was on terms of intimate friendfliip **. Thraiybu-

* Herodot. lib. ^, cap. 92.
* Heraclid. Puiitic.de Polit. in Antlq. Grace, t. vl. p. 2825,
^ Nicol. Damafc. in Excerpt. Valel. p. 450.
7 Diojjen. Laert. lib. i, ^ 99.
» Aritlot. lib. 5, cap. 1 2, p. 41 1. Nicol. Damafc. ibid.

Diopfen Laert. ibid. § 91.
*> Stob. Scr'n. 3, p. 46.
* Id. Serm. 25, p. 192.
* Herodot. lib. i, cap. 20 ; et lib. 5, cap. 92,
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lus led the meflenger into a field, and v/alking with

him amidft the corn, interrogated him concerning

the fubjedl of his miiTion, and by way of anfwei*

ftruck off the blades wh.'ch grew higher than the

reft. The mefifenger did not comprehend that

Thrafybulus by this action only meant to incul-

cate a principle adopted in many governments,

nay even in republics, where individuals are not

allowed to poffefs too much merit or influenced

Periander underftood this language, yet continued

to ufe moderation ^.

The fplendid fucceffes he had obtained, and

the commendations of his flatterers, difplayed at

length his real charafter, the violence of which he

had hitherto reprcflcd. In a fit of pafllon, ex-

cited perhaps by jealoufy, he flew his wife Melifl^a,

of whom he was paflionately fond •. This was

the end of his happinefs and virtues. Soured

by long afl^i6lion, this dilpofltion was not mitigated

on hearing that, far from fympathizing with his

lorrows, tlie public voice accuTed him of having

formerly fuUicd the paternal bed*^. Conceiving

that the efteem of his people was cooled towards

him, he dared openly to brave it •, and without

rcfle6ling that there are injuries which a fovereign

* Ariftot.de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 13, p. 355; lib. j, cap. ic,

' Pint, in Conviv. t. ii. p. I4.7.

E Herodot. lib. 3, cap. ^o. Dio^en, Laert. lib. r, ^ 94..

^ Diogen. Laert. lib. i, § 96. Parthen. l£rot. cap, 17.
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HiOLiid avenge only by clemency, he governed his

fubjeds wirh a rod of iron, furrounded his perlbn

with guards', profecuted with rigour all thofe

whom his father had fpared, ftripped, under a fri-

volous pretext, the Corinthian women of their

jewels and moll valuable effeds '^, "and opprefTed

the people with labour, that he might hold them

the more eafily in bondage. Perpetually a prey

to terror and fufpicion, he punifhed the citizen

who was feated peaceably in the forum ^, and con-

demned every man as criminal who might chance

eventually to be culpable.

Domeftic griefs increafed the horror of his fitu-

ation. The youngeft of his fons, named Lyco-

phron, informed by his maternal grandfather of

the unhappy fate of his mother, conceived lb vio-

lent a hatred againft the murderer, that he could

no longer bear to fee him, nor would even deign

to anfwer his queflions. CarefTes and entreaties

were lavilhed in vain. Periander was obliged to

drive him from his houfe, and forbid the citizens

to receive or fpeak to him, under penalty of a

fine, to be applied to the temple of Apollo. The

young man took refuge under one of the public

porticos, at once without refource and without

"• Heracl. de Polit. in Antlq. Griec. t. vi, p. 2835. DJogen.

Laert. in Per. lib. i, § 98.

k. Hcrodot. lib. 5, cap. 92. Diogen. Laert. lib. i, § 97. Plut«

t. ii. p. i'04-
i Nicul. Danaaf. in Excerpt. Vakf. p. 450.

a murmur.
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a murmur, and rcfolved to fufFer every thing ra-

ther than expofe his friends to the fury of the

tyrant. Some days after, his father, accidentally

perceiving him, felt all his tendernefs awakened

;

he ran to him, and omitted nothino; that mishc

excite in him filial affeftion, but obtained only

thefe words : You have tranfgreffed your own
law, and incurred the penalty. He determined

therefore to banidi him to the ifland of Corcyra,

which he had added to his dominions ">.

The offended gods granted a long life to this

monarch, which was flowly wafted in forrow and

remorfc. He could no longer fay, as formerly,

that it is better co be envied than pitied ". The
experience of his fufferings extorted from him a

confedion that democracy is preferable to tyran-

ny °. Some one venturing to reprcfent to him,

that he might quit the throne : Alas ! anfvveredhe,

it is as dangerous for a tyrant to leave as to af-

cend the throne '*.

The weight of public affairs growing more and

more insupportable to him, as he was unable to

have recourfe to the eldeil ot his fons, who was an

idiot '', he relolvcd to recall Lycophron, and made

various offers to induce him to return, which were

" Herodot. lib. 3, cap. J2.
" Id. ibid.

° Stob.Serm. 3, p. 46.
P Id. Serm. 41 , p. 247.
1 Herodot, iiiid. cap. 53.

Vol. III. C c
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all received with indignation. He finally pro-

pofed to abdicate the crown, and confine himfelf

to Corcyra, whillt his Ton, quitting that ifland,

fhould take the reins of government at Corinth.

This projed was on the point of being carried

into execution, when the Corcyreans, dreading

the arrival of Periander, put Lycophron to death ^

Nor had his father even the confolation to com-

plete the vengeance merited by fo bafe an a<5b of

cruelty. He had put on board one of his fhips

three hundred children, which he had caufed to be

feized and carried off from the firft families of

Corcyra, to convey them as a prefent to the king

of Lydia •, but the veffel touching at Samos, the

inhabitants, commiferating thefe unfortunate vic-

tims, found means to fave and reftore them to

their parents ^ Tormented by impotent rage,

Periander died at eighty years of age^, after a

reign of forty-four "*.

No fooner had he clofed his eyes than the Co-

rinthians deftroyed every monument, and even

the fiightefl; traces of tyranny *, His fucceffor

was a prince little known, who reigned only three

years >". After this fhort interval, the Corinthians

Hcrodot. lib. 3, cap. 53. *>

s Id. ibid. cap. 48.
' Dio<;en. Laert.lib. i, § 95.
" Ariilot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 12, p. 411.
* The year 585 before Chrift.

^ Plut. de Malign. Hcrodot. t. ii. p. 860.
y Ariftdt. ibid. 2

Ii
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joining their troops to thofe of Sparta *, eftablifhed

a government which has ever fince fubfifted, be-

caufe it approaches nearer to an oligarchy than a

democracy, and affairs of importance are not fub-

mitted to the arbitrary decifion of the multitude*.

Corinth has produced more citizens Ikilled in the

^rts of government than any other Grecian city

:

their wifdom and real knowledge have fo happily

maintained the conftitution, that the jealoufy

which the poor conftantly entertain of the rich

has never been able to endanger it '^.

Lycurgus deftroycd the dillindlion between thcfe

two clafles of citizens at Lacedsemon : Phidon,

who appears to have been his contemporary, thought

proper to preferve it at Corinth, where he was one

of the leoiflators. A town fituated on the high

road of commerce, and necelTitated continually to

admit ftrangers within its walls, could not be fub-

jested to the fame regulations as a city in a corner

of Peloponneiiis •, but Phidon, whilft he fuffered

the inequality of poiTefTions to remain, was not

therefore the lefs attentive to limit the number of

families and citizens^. This law was conformable

to the fpirit of thofe remote ages, when men,

* Plut. de Malign. Herodot. t. ii. p. 859.
' » Id. in Dion. t. i. p. 981.

* Strab. lib. 8, p. 3^'2. Plut. in Dion. Ibid, ct in Tiraol. t. i.

p. 24«.
* Polyxn. Stratag. lib. i, cap. 41, § 2.

^ Ariftot. dc Rep. lib. 2, c;vp. 6, p. 32 I.

C C 2
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difperfed in inconfiderable tribes, knew no other

want than that of fubfil^ence, and no ambition

but that of felf-defence: each nation was con-

tented with poflcfTing inhabitants enough to cul-

tivate the earth, and fufficient ftrength to refift a

fudden invafion. Thefe ideas have never varied

among the Greeks. Their philofophers and le-

giflators, perfuaded that great population is only

a means of increafing riches, and perpetuating

wars, far from favouring it, have beftowed their

whole attention on preventing its excefs ^
: the

former annex too little value to life to be anxious

to multiply the human fpecies •, the latter, fixing

their attention only on a fmall Hate, have perpe-

tually been in fear of overburthening it with inha-

bitants.

Such was the principal caufe which formerly

fent out from the ports of Greece thofe numerous

iwarms of colonifts, who v/cnt in fearch of fet-

tlements to diftant and defert coafts ^ Syracufe,

the ornament of Sicily, and Corcyra, fame time

fovereign of the ftas ^, both owe their origin to

-Corinth.

Sicyon is but a fmall diftance from Corinth.

To arrive zt it we crolfed feveral rivers. The dif-

trift appertaining to it produces corn, wine, and

« Plat, de Leg. lib. 5, t. ii. p. 740.
f Id. ibid. . .

s Thucyd. lib* 1, cap. 25 ; lib. 6, cap. 3.
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oil in abundance'', and is one of the mofl beauti-

ful and richeft countries in Greece '.

The laws of Sicyon rigoroufly prohibit the in-

terment of perfons of any rank whatever within

the city ''. We faw, to the right and left of the

road, tombs, the form of which by no means dc-

trads from the beauty of the country. A little

wall, on which are columns that fuftain a rcof, en-

clofes the ground containing the grave. In this

the body is depofited, and covered vvidi earth

;

and after the cuftomary ceremonies, the perfons

who attend at the funeral call on the deceafed by

name, and take their laft farewel ^

"We found the inhabitants bufied in preparing

for an annual feflival, which they celebrated the

enfuing night. They brought out of a kind of

cell appropriated to the purpofe feveral anc!enc

ilatues, which they carried about the ftreets, and

placed in the temple of Bacchus. The proccflion

opened with the ftatue of that god, which was

clofely followed by the others; a great number

of torches were carried to give light, and hymns

were fung to airs unknown in other countries *".

The Sicyonians place the foundation of their

•* Whelcr's Journey, book 6, p. 44.3.

• Athen. lib. 5, cap. 19, p. 219. Liv. lib. 27, cap, 31.

Scliol. Aridoph. in Av. v. (^69.

^ Plut. in Arat. t. i. p. 105!.
' Paulan. lib. 2, cap. 7, p. i -6.

» Id. ibid. p. 127.
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city at a period fcarcely reconcileablc with the tra-

ditions of other nations. Ariftratus, at whofe houfe

we refided, fhewed us a long lift of princes who

had poffcfTcd the throne during a thoufand years,

and the laft of whom lived about the time of the

Trojan war ". We begged him not to carry us

back to fuch remote ages, but to keep within the

diftance of three or four centuries. About that

time, then, faid he, began a fucceffion of fove-

rcigns known by the name of tyrants, from their

poflefTing abfolute power : but the only fecret by

which they retained this power for a whole cen^

tury, was to reftrain it within juft bounds by re-

fpeding the laws o. Orthagoras was the firft, and

Clifthenes the laft, of thefe princes. The gods,

who fometimes apply violent remedies to invete-

rate evils, fent them into the world to deprive us

of a liberty more fatal than llavery itfelf. Ortha-

goras, by his prudence and moderation, feprefied

the fury of contending fadions ^
; and Clifthenes

rendered himfelf adored for his virtues, and for-

midable by his courage^.

When the council of the Amphiftyons had re-

folved to arm the nations of Greece aorainft theo

n Caitor, ap. Eukb. Chronic, lib. I, p. i I ; ap. Syncell. p. 97.

Paufan. lib. 2, cap. 5, p. 123. Petav. de Do6tr. Temp. lib. 9,

tap. 16. Marfh. Chron. Can. p. 16 et 336.
* Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 12, p, 41 1.

P Plut. de ScrA iS'um. t. ii. p. 553.
s Ariftot. ibid.

' >^F
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inhabitants of Cirrha*, who had been guilty of

impiety againft the temple of Delphi, they chofe

for one of the chiefs of the army Clifthenes, who

pofllfTed fufficient grcatnefs of mind frequently

t® fubmit to the advice of Solon, who alfo was in

that expedition '. The war was fpeedily ter-

minated, and Clifthenes fet apart his fliare of the

plunder to build a magnificent portico in the ca-

pital of his ftates'.

A particular circumftance greatly increafed his

reputation for wifdom. He had jult obtained the

prize of the chariots with four horfes at Olympia,

No fooner was he declared victor, than a herald,

advancing towards the innumerable multitude of

fpedlators, proclaimed that all thofe who afpired

to the hand of Agarifta, daughter of Clifthenes,

might repair, within the fpace of fixty days, to Si-

cyon, and that, at the expiration of a year from

that time, the huft)and of the princefs ftiould be

declared \

Numerous fuitors foon haftened from different

parts of Greece and Italy, who all thought them-

felves poflelTed of ample titles to be admitted to

this illuftrious alliance. Among the number was

Smindyrides, the richeft and moft voluptuous of

* Towards the year ^96 before Chrift.

' Paufaii. lib. 10, cap. 37, p. 894. PoKjen. Strata^. lib. 3,
cap. 5.

5 Paufan. lib. 2, cap. 9, p. 133.
« Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 126, p. 4.96.
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the Sybarites. He arrived in a galley of his own,

having a thoufand (laves, fifhermen, fowlers, and

cooks, in his retinue". He it was who, at the

fight of a peafant lifting his fpade with difficulty,

felt his entrails rent v/ithin him •, and who could

not fleep, if, among the rofe-leaves with which his

bed was ftrewed, a fingle one was accidentally

folded*. His effeminacy could be equalled

only by his oftentation, and his oftentation by his

infolence. When he took his feat at table, on

the evening of his arrival, he pretended that no

perfon had a right to fit near him, except the

princefs, when he fhould have made her his

bride''.

Among his rivals were Leocides, of the an-

cient houfe of Argos -, Laphanes of Arcadia, a

defcendant of Euphorion, who is faid to have

fnewn hcfpitality to the twin deities Caftor and

Pollux ; Megacles of the houfe of the Alcmas-

onidse, the moil powerful family of Athens ; and

Hippoclides, a native of the fame city, diftin-

guifhed for his v/it, v/ealth, and beauty *. The

other eight merited, by various illuftrious quali-

ties, the honour of contending with fuch rivals.

» Died. Sic. in Excerpt. Valef. p. 230. Athen. lib. 6,

cap. 21, p. 273 ; lib. 12, cap. II, p. 1:41.

' '^ Senec. d^- Ira, lib. 2, cap. 25. jElian, Var. Hiil. lib. g,

cap. 24-

y Diod. ibid.

"^ Herodot.lib. 6, cap. 127.
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The court of Sicyon was wholly taken up with

feflivals and entertainments ; the lifts were open to

competitors for the prize of fpeed and other exer-

cifes. Clifthenes, who had already informed him-

felf refpedling their families, was prefent at thefe

contefts, and attentively ftudicd their refpeclive

charafters, fometimes in general converlations,

and fometimes in private interviews. A fecret

prediledtion had from the firll inclined him to

favour one or other of the two Athenians, but

the accomplifhments of Hippoclides at length

turned the balance in his favour'.

The day on which he was to make known his

choice opened by a facrifice of one hundred oxen,

followed by a banquet, to which all the Sicyonians,

as well as the competitors, were invited. The
company quitted the table, and continued to

drink, converfing on mufic and other topics:

Hippoclides, who difplayed his fuperiority on

every fubject, lengthened out the converfation

;

on a fuddcn he ordered a flute-player to play a

certain air, and began dancing a lalcivious dance

in a manner that offended Clifthenes ; a moment

after he fent for a table, leaped upon ft, and firft

executed the dances of Lacedasmon, then thofe of

Athens. Clifthenes, ftiockcd at fuch inJeccnt and

frivolous behaviour, endeavoured to difguile his

= Herodot. lib. 6, cap. Ii8.
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feelings •, but when he faw him (land on his hands,

and make various geftures in the air with his feet:

** Son of Tifander," cried he, " you have danced

the rupture of your marriage." " In good truth,

my lord," replied the Athenian, " Hippoclides

cares very little about it." At thefe words, which

have fmce become proverbial '', Clifthenes, com-

manding filence, thanked all the competitors,

begged each of them to accept a talent of fil-

ver, and declared that he beftowed his daughter

on Megacles, fon of Alcmason. From this mar-

riage the celebrated Pericles was defcended, by

the fide of his mother '^.

Ariftratus added, that fmce the time of Clifthe-

nes, the reciprocal hatred of the rich and poor,

that rooted malady of the Grecian republics, had

never ceafed to diftrafl their country ; and that, but

recently, a citizen, named Euphron, having had

the addrefs to unite the whole authority in his

hands '', retained it for fome time ; but was after-

wards deprived of it, and aflaffinated in prefence

of the magiftrates of Thebes, to which city he

had gone to folicit their protedlion. The Thebans

did not venture to punifh the murderers of a man

accufed of tyranny ; but the people of Sicyon,

^ Plut. de Malic:. Herodot. t. ii. p. 867. Lucian. Apol.

pro Merced. Cond. t. i. p. 724. Id. in Here. t. iii. p. 86.

• Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 131.
^ Xenoph. Hift. Grace, lib. 7, p. 62^- Died. Sic. lib. I5>

p. 582.

>>
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whotn he had always favoured, ereded a monu-

ment to his memory in the middle of the forum,

and flill honour him as an excellent citizen, and

one of their prote6lors '. I condemn him, faid

Ariftratus, bccaufe he frequently had recourfe to

perfidy, and did not fufficiently rerpe(5l the party

of the rich ; but it mull be confefTed the repub-

lic ftands in need of a head. Thefe laft words

revealed to us his intentions, and we learnt, a few

years after, that he had obtained pofTeffion of the

fupreme power ^

Wc vificed the city, the harbour, and citadel^.

Sicyon will be confpicuous in the hiftory of na-

tions, from the attention with which fhe has culti-

vated the arts. I could wifh I were able to afcer-

tain with precifion how far fhe has contributed to

the origin] of painting, and the improvement of

fculpture ; but, as I have already hinted, the pro-

grefs of the arts for whole ages is obfcure-, a

great difcovery is b'Jt the combination of a mul-

titude of preceding ones of lefs importance ; and

as it is impoOible to follow their refpeftive tracks,

we muft content ourfelves with obferving thofe

which are the mofl evident, and limit ourfelves to

a few conclufions.

« Xenoph. Hill. Grace, lib. 7, p. 632.
^ Plut. in AraJ. t. i. p. 1032. Plin. lib. 35, cap. 10, t. il.

S Xenoph. Ibid. p. 629.
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Drawing owed its origin to chance, fciilpture to.

religion, and painting to the improvement of the

other arts.

In the earlieft times fome perfon amufcd him-

felf with following and tracing out on the ground,

or on a wall, the outlines of the proje*5ting fhadow

of a b jdy illaminated by the fun, or fome other

light : hence men learned the mode of exprefling

the form of objeds by fimple lines.

In ftill more ancient times it was thought nc-

cefiary to encourage the religious fervour of the

people, by placing before their eyes the fymbol or

image of their worlhip. At firll a done'', or the

trunk of a tree, was prefented to them as objedls of

veneration ; foon after the upper extremity was

rounded into the fhape of a head, then lines were

excavated in it to form feet and hands. Such was

the fiate of fculpture among the Egyptians, when

that art was tranfmitted by them to the Greeks ',

who long contented themfelves with a bare imita-

tion of their models. Hence thofe fhapelefs fla-

tues fo frequently met with in the Peloponnellis,

and which exhibit only a fheath, a column, or a

pyramid ^, with a head on the top, and fometimes

a rude reprefentation of hands and feet which are

^ Paunin.lib. 7, cap. 2:, p. 579. Id. lib. 9, cap. 27, p. 761.
' Herodot. lib. 2, cap. ^j..

'

k Paufan. lib. 2, c;ip. 9, p. 132 ; lib. 3, cap. 19, p. 257;^.

lib. 7, cap. 22, p. 379,
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not disjoined from the trunk. The ftatues of Mer-

cury, called Hermse, are remains of this ancient

practice.

The Egyptians boaft that they difcovered fculp-

ture more than ten thoufand years ago ^
•, painting

at the fame time, or at leaft fix thoufand years be-

fore it was known to the Greeks "'. The latter arc

far from appropriating to themfelves the invention

of the firft of thele arts, but think they have a

juft claim to the difcovery of the fecond ". To
reconcile thefe different pretenfions, we mull dif-

tinguilh two kinds of paintings : that which merely

fets off" the drawing by colours laid on whole and

unbroken ; and that which, after long efforts, has

become the faithful copyift of nature.

The former was difcovered by the Egyptians.

In the Thebais we fee, in the porches of the grot-

tos, which ferved perhaps as tombs, on the ceil-

ings of the temples, on the hieroglyphics and

figures of men and animals, very lively and bril-

liant colours, and which certainly are of an ex-

tremely ancient date". Thefe colours, fometimes

enriched by gold leaf attached to them by an

' Plat, de Leg. lib. 2,t. ii. p. 656.
«" Plin. lib. 35, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 68 1.

n Id. ibid. Strab. lib. 8, p. 382.
" Voyag. de Grang. p. 35, 47, 73. Sicard, MiH". du Lev. t. II.

p. 221 ; t. vii. p. 37 et 163. Lucas, Voyag. dela Hmite Egypt.

t. iii.p 39, et 69. Norden, Voyag. d'Egypt. p. 13",' 17c, &c.

Goguet, Otig. des Lois, t. ii. p. 164. Cayl. Rec. d'Antiq. t. v.

p. 2 J.
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allringent, clearly prove that painting, if I may fo

fpcak, was in Egypt only the art of colouring.

It fhould feem that the Greeks were very little

farther advanced at the time of the Trojan war '

;

but towards the firft Olympiad ***, the artifts o

Sicyon and Corinth, who had already exhibited

more intelligence in their defigns"", fignalized

themfelves by effays flill held in remembrance,

and which aftonidied that age by their novelty.

Whilft Daedalus of Sicyon f was detaching the

feet and hands of ilatues % Cleophantus of Co-

rinth was colouring the features of the human

countenance.

Cleophantus made ufe of pouRcIed brick-duft '
j

a proof that the Greeks then knew nothing of the

colours now employed for carnation. About the

time of the battle of Marathon, painting and

fculpture emerged from their long infancy, and by

a rapid progreis have attained the degree of fub-

limity and beauty at which we this day behold

them.

Sicyon, almoft in our own time, produced Eu-

pompus, the chief of a third fchool of painting;

' Hcn-ier. Iliad, lib. 2, v. 637.
" Mem. de I'Acad. dcs Bell. Lettr. t. xxv. p. 267.
* Towards tlie year 776 before Chriit.

r Plin, lib. 35, cap. 3, t. ii. p. 68 1

.

-^ vSce not? at the end of the volume.

' Diod. Sic. lib. 4, p. 276. Themift. Orat. 26, p. ^16,

Si'.idas, in A«i&aX.

* nin.lib. 55',cap. 3,t. Ji.p. 682.
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prior to him no other was known but thofe of

Athens and Ionia. From his fchool have already

proceeded feveral celebrated artifts, and amongft

others Paufias and Pamphilus, under whofe di-

re<5lion it was during our refidencc in that city,

and whofe talents and reputation procured him

many pupils, who each paid him a talent pre-

vious to receiving his inftru6lions *
: on his fide

he engaged to give them, for ten years, lefTons

founded on an excellent theory, and juftified by

the fuccefs of his labours. He exhorted, them

likewife to cultivate letters and the fcienccs, with

which he was himfelf extremely well acquainted ".

By his advice was it that the magiftrates of Si-

cyon ordained that the ftudy of drawing fhould

from that time conftitute part of the education of

the citizens ; a law which refcued the fine arts

from fervile hands : the other cities of Greece are

now beginning to follow this example *.

We were acquainted with two of his pupils, who

have fince acquired a fplendid reputation, Melanthus

and Apelles^. He formed high expeftations of

the former, and ftill higher of the latter, who con-

gratulated himfelf on having fuch a mafter : Pam-

philus foon had reafon to be proud of having in.

ftrudled fuch a fcholar.

* 5400 livixs (225 '• '^erliiig).

» Plin. lib. 35, cap. i8, r. ii. p. 694,
* Id. ibid.

y riiit. in Aral. t. i. p. 1032.
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We made a few excurfions in the neighbour-

hood of Sicyon. At the town of Tirana, ficuated

on a mountain, we faw, in a cyprefs wood, a temple

of ^fciilapius, in whofe ftatue, a tunic of white

woollen and a mantle only left vifible the face

and hands, and the extremities of the feet. Near

it is the ftatue of Hygeia, the goddefs of health,

covered likewife with a robe, and locks of hair,

which women have taken from their heads to con-

fecrate them to this deity *. The cuftom of cloth-

ing tlw ftatues, fometim.es in very rich dreffes,

is pretty general in Greece, and often affords rea-

fon for regret, when v/e perceive how many beau-

tiful produftions of art are almoft entirely con-

cealed by thefe ornamacnts.

We ftopped at the tov;n of Phlius ^, the inha-

bitants of Vihich have acquired in our days a cele-

brity not to be obtained by riches or by conquefts.

They entered into an alliance with Sparta, whilft

at the zenith of her glory; and when, after the

battle of Leudlra, her flaves and moft of her allies

revolted againft her, the Phliuntians flev/ to her

aid -y and, on their return home, neither the power

of the Thebans and the Argives, nor the horrors

of war and famine, could ever compel them, to re-

linquifh their alliance''. This example of forti-

^ Paufan. lib. 2, cap. ii, p. 136.
^ Ifl. ibid. cnp. 12, p. 138.
^ Xtnoph. HiA. Graec. lib. 7, p. 624.

-6 tude
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tude has been exhibited in an age when oaths are

iported with, and that too by one of the Imallell

and pooreft of the Grecian cities.

After pafTing a few days at Sicyon, we entered

Achaia, which extends as far as the pro.nontory

of Araxus, fituated oppofiLc to Cephallenia* It is

a flip of land bounded on the fcuth by Arcadia

and Elis, and on the north by the fea of Criflfa.

Its fliores are ahnoft every where lined with rocks,

which render them inacccflible. In the interior

part of the country the foil is poor, and with diffi-

culty rendered produ6tive*= i
good vineyards, how-

ever, are to be found in many places ^.

It was formerly inhabited by thofe lonians who

are now fettled on the coaft of Afia. They were

expelled by the Achceans, when the latter were com-

pelled to yield the kingdoms of Argos and Lace-

dasmon ^ to the defcendants of Hercules.

When fettled in their new abodes, the Achacans

never interfered in the affairs of Greece, not even

when Xerxes threatened it witli univerfal flavery ^

The Peloponnefian war forced them from that re-

pofe which conRituted their happinefs ; they united

their forces fometimes with the Lacedemonians s^

and fometimes with the Athenians, whom they were

c PUu. in Arat. t. i. p. 1031.
^ Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 26, p. 593.
= Hcrodot. lib. i, cap. 145. Paufan. ibid. cap. I, p. 522.
^ Paufan. ibid. c?.p. 6, p. 536.
E Thucvd. lib. 2, cap. 9.

Vol. HI. Dd
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always mod inclined to favour \ On this occa-

fion it was that Alcibiades, endeavouring to per-

luade the people of Patr^ to extend the walls of

their town to the harbour, that the fleets of Athens

might be able to afTift them, one of the aflembly

exclaimed :
" If you follow this advice, the Athe-

nians will at laft fwallov/ you up." " That may
be," anfvvercd Alcibiades, " but with this dif-

ference, that the Athenians will begin by the feet,

the Lacedemonians by the head'." The Achae-

ans have fince contracted other alliances. Some

years after our journey they fent two thoufand

men to the afliftance of the Phocians ^, and their

troops diflinguifhed themfelves at the battle of

Chieronea '.

Peliene, a fmall town, as are all the towns in

Achaia"", is built on a hill of fo irregular a form,

that the two quarters of the town fituated on the

oppofite fides of it have fcarcely any communita-

tion". Its harbour is at the diftance of fixty

ftadia *. The dread of pirates formerly obliged

the inhabitants of a diftrid to unite and form fet-

tlements on eminences more or lefs remote from

«

^ Thucyd. lib. I, cap. ill. Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 6, p. 537.
' Plut. in Alcib. t. i. p. iy8.
k Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 436.
' Paufan. ibid.

«" Plut. in Aral. t. i. p. 1 03 1

.

^ Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 26, p. 594.
* About two leagues and a quarter.
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the Tea. All the ancient towns of Greece are fo

fituated.

As we left Pellene, we faw a temple of Bacchus,

in which the nodlurnal fellival of the lamps is

annually celebrated : great numbers are lighted

up, and wine is copioully diftributed to the mul-

titude ". Oppofite to it is the facred wood of

Diana Confervatrix, into which none but the

priefts arc allowed to enter. We next faw, in a

temple of Minerva, a ftatue of that goddefs, of

gold and ivory, of fuch beautiful workmanfhip

that it is afcribed to Phidias •.

We proceeded to iEgira, about twelve ftadia *

diftant from the fea. Whilll we were examining

fuch objefts as we efteemed deferving our curi.

ofity, our condudors informed us, that on a cer-

tain occafion the inhabitants, unable to oppofe the

Sicyonians who were come to attack them, col-

lefled a great number of goats, faftened lighted

torches to their horns, and drove them forward

during the night ; when the enemy, imagining them

to be the allied troops of -^gira, immediately re-

treated ''.

Further on we entered a grotto, in which is an

oracle that employs chance to manifefl: futurity.

* Paufan. lib 7, cap. 27, p. 59^.
' Id. ibid. p. 50+«
* Alrroft half a league.

* Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 26, p. 591.

Dda
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Near to a ftatue of Hercules is a number of dice,

marked in a particular manner on each fide : four

of thefe are promifcuoufly taken and rolled on a

table, on which correfponding marks are traced,

with their interpretation ^ This oracle is efteemed

as infallible, and is as much frequented, as the

others.

At fome diftance we vifited the ruins of Helicc,

formerly fituated twelve iladiafrom the fea**> and

demolifhed in our time by an earthquake. Thefc

dreadful cataftrophes happen moft frequently in

places adjoining to the fea \ and are generally

preceded by terrific fympcoms. For feveral months

the waters of heaven either deluge the earth, or

withhold their beneficial cfFe6ls ; a dimnefs ob-

fcures the Iplendour of the fun, or his dilk appears

red like a burning brafier-, impetuous winds ra-

vage the country •, dreams of fire are feen to fhoot

in the air-, and other portentous phenomena too

furely prefage fome tremendous difafter ".

After the calamity of Helice, various prodigies

were recolleded by which it had been portended.

The ifle of Delos had ihook, and an immenfc

column of fire had rifen to the Ikies *. Be this as

it may, a very fhort time before the battle of

r Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 2 c;, p. 590.
» Heraclid. ap. Strab. lib. 8, p. 384.
* Almoll half a league.

* Ariftot, Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 8, t. i. p. 567.
« Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 24, p. 585.
» Callifth. ap. Sencc. Qiiaeft. Nat. lib. 6, cap. 26.
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Lcu(5lra y *, in winter, and during the night %
a north wind blowing from one quarter, and a

foutherly wind from the other*, the city, after

violent and repeated Ihocks, which continued till

day-break, was totally deftroycd, and fwallowed up

by the fea, which had overflowed its boundaries ''.

The inundation was lb great as to rife above the

tops of the trees in a wood confecrated to Neptune.

By degrees the waters partially fubfided ; but they

ftill cover the ruins of Helice, leaving only a few

trifling veftiges cxpofed to view *^. All the inha-

bitants periflied ; and attempts were made in vain

to recover their bodies, and beflow on them the

rites of fepulturC^.

The fliocks of this earthquake, it is faid, were

not felt in the city of iEgium*, which is only at

the difl:ance of forty ftadia from Helice ^ -j- -, but

their dired:ion was toward the other fide ; and in

the town of Bura, fcarcely more diflant from

7 Polyb. lib. 2, p. 128. Strab. lib, 8, p. 384.
* Towards the end of the year 373, or the beginning of the

year 372 before Chrill.

^ Hcracl. ap. Strab. ibid. DIod. Sic.lib. I5>p.363.
» Ariftot. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 8, t. i. p. 570.
*> De Mundo ap. Ariftot. cap. 4, t. i. p. 608. Diod. Sic.

ibid. p. 364. Paufan. lib, 7, cap. 24, p. 587.
« Paufan, lib, 7, cap. 24, p. 587, Plin. lib. 2, cap. 92, t. u

p. 115.
^ Heracl. ap. Strab. lib. 8, p. 385.
« Seneft. Qnaeit. Nat, lib. 6, cap. 25,
' Paufan. ibid, p. 585.

f One league and a half.
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Helice than ^giuin, walls, houfes, temples, fta-

tues, men, and animals, were all deftroyed or

crufhed. The citizens who were abfent, built on

their return the modern town«. To Helice has

fucceeded a fmall town, where we took a boat,

more clofely to infped fome ruins Icattered on

the fhorc. Our guides made a circuit, to avoid

ftriking on a Neptune of brals, which is on a

level with the water, and flill Handing on its

bafe \

After the deftruflion of Helice, ^gium took

poflefllon of its territory, and became the princi-

pal city of Achaia. Here the ftates of the pro-

vince are convened', and affemble in a wood

confecrated to Jupiter, near the temple of that

god, and on the fea fhore ^.

Achaia, from the earlieft times, was divided into

twelve cities, each comprifmg feven or eight towns

within its diftridt^ All have the privilege of

fending deputies to the ordinary afTembly, which

is held at the beginning of their year, or towards

the middle of the fpring". There fuch regu-

lations are made as circumftances may require:

i Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 25, p. 590.
^ Eratofth. ap. Strab. lib. 8, p. 384.
» Polyb. lib. 5, p. 350. Liv. lib. 28, cap. 7 ; lib. 38, cap. $0,

Paufan. lib. 7> cap. 24, p. 585.
^ Strab. ibid. p. 385 et 387. Paufan. ibid. p. 584.
1 Herodot. lib. I, cap. 145. Polyb. lib. 2, p. 128. Strab.

ibid. p. 33761386.
J" Polyb. lib. 4, p. 305 J

lib. 5, p. 350. Strab. ibid. p. 385.
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magiflrates are nominated to carry them into exe-

cution, and inverted likewife with the power of

convoking an extraordinary aflembly, in cafe of

war, or the necefTity of deliberating on an al-

liance".

The government goes forward, if I may ufe

the exprefllon, by its own motion. It is a demo-

cracy, which owes its origin and continuance to

peculiar circumftanccs. The country being poor,

without commerce, and almoft without induftry,

its inhabitants peaceably enjoy the liberty and

equality afforded them by a wife legiflation. As no

ambitious and turbulent fpirits have arifen amongft

them °, they are ftrangers to the defire of con-

quefts •, and as they have little connection with

corrupt nations, they never employ fraud or falfe-

hood, even againft their enemies ''
: as all their

cities, in fine, have the fame laws and the fame

offices of magiftracy, they form only one body and

one ftate, and the harmony that reigns amongft

them pervades every clafs of citizens '. The ex-

cellence of their conftitution and the probity of

their magiftrates are fo univerfally admitted, that

the Greek cities of Italy, wearied with their dif-

fenfions, have been known to addrefs themfelves

" Polyb. Excerpt. Legat. p. 855.
" Polyb. lib. 2, p. 125.
p Id. lib. 13, p. 672.
1 Jullin. lib. 34, cap. i.

Dd4
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to this people to become their arbitrators, and

fome of them even formed a fimiiar confedera-

tion. Nay, it is not long fince the LaccdjEmonians

and Thebans, mutually claiming the victory at

Leudlra, referred this difpute, in Vv'hich their ho-

nour was fo materially intercfted \ and which de^.

manded the mcfl; impartial decifion, to the deter-*

mination of the Achsans.

We frequently faw children on the (hore throw^

ing pebbles with their flings ; a favourite exercife

of *his people, in which tiiey are fo fkilful, that, by

placing the lead in a particular manner in the

flrap, they can hit the obje(5t at which they aim

with the moft furpriiing exadnefs^

In our way to Patras we palTed through feveral

cities and towns, for Achaia is extremely popu-

lous '. At Pharae wc faw, in the forum, thirty fquare

ftones, which are worfhipped as deities, but the

names of which I have forgotten ". Near thefe

ftones is a Mercury, terminating in a fheath, and

with a long beard, oppofite to a flatue of Vella,

furrounded by a range of brafs lamps. We were

told that this Mercury delivered oracles, and that

to obtain an anfwer it was only neceflary to whif-

per a fev/ words in the ear of the ftatue. At this

"• Polyb. lib. 2, p. I 26. Strab. lib. 8, p. 3S4.
* Liv. lib. 3H, cap. 29.
t Strab. ibid. p. 386.

f Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 22, p, 579^
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moment a peafant came to confult it : he was firlb

to offer incenfe to the goddefs, then pour oil into

the lamps and light them, depofit a fmall piece

of money on the altar, approach the Mercury,

interrogate it in a whiiper, quit the place keep-

ing his ears lliut, and afterwards obferve the firft

words he Ihould hear, which were to be the folution

of his doubts *. The people thronged after him,

and we returned to our lodgings.

Before we arrived at Patras, we turned into a

delightful wood, where feveral young people were

exercifmg themfelves in running >'. In one of the

alleys we met a child of twelve or thirteen years of

age, drefied in a handfome robe, and crowned with

cars of corn. When we interrogated him, he

anfwercd : This is the fcftival of Bacchus TEiym-

netes, for by that name he is called ; all the chil-

dren of the town repair to the banks of the Mili-

chus. Thence we fhall go in proceffion to the

temple of Diana, which you fee before you ; we

ihall lay this crown at the feet of the goddefs ; and,

after wafhing in the flrcam, we ihall take another

crown of ivy, and go to the temple of Bacchus,

which is beyond the former. I afl^cd him what

was the meaning of the crown of ears of corn.—In

this manner we were drefled when we were fa-

crificed on the fiirine of Diana.—What ! was it

* Pnufan. lib. 7, cap. 22, p. 379.
y Id. ibid, cap. 2 1, p. 577,
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the praftice to facrifice you ?—You are then un-

acquainted with the hiftory of the handfome Mc-

lanippus and the beautiful Cometho, the prieftefs

of the goddefs ? I will tell it you.

They mutually loved fo afFe6lionately, that

it feemed impofTible for either to live without the

other. At length they alked their parents leave to

marry, and they cruelly refufed them. Some time

after there happened a great famine and ficknefs

in the country. The oracle was coniliked, and

anfwered, that Diana was incenfcd that Melanip-

pus and Cometho fhould have married in her very

temple, on the night of the feftival, and that, to

appeafe her, a boy and a girl of the greateft beauty

mult be annually facrificed. The oracle after-

wards promifed us that this barbarous cuftom

fliould ceafe when a ftranger fhould bring hither a

certain ftatue of Bacchus. At length he came, the

ftatue was placed in that temple, and the proceflion

and ceremonies I have been telling you of were

fubftituted for the facrifice. Adieu, ftranger*.

This narrative, which was confirmed to us by

well informed perfons, aftonifhed us the lefs, as for

a long time men could imagine no better means of

averting the divine vengeance than by fliedding

human blood, and efpecially thatof ayoung virgin,

on the facred altars. The reafoning which induced

• Paufan, lib. 7, cap. 195 p. 571.
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them to this pra6bice was the natural confequence

of the abominable principle, that the gods are

more attentive to the value of the offerings than

the intentions of thofe who prefent them. This

fatal error once admitted, men would firft offer the

moft valuable produ(5tions of the earth, and the

choicefl viftims ; and as the blood of men is more

precious than that of animals, they would at length

flied that of a virgin, who united youth, beauty,

birth, and all the advantages which they themfelves

held in the higheft eftimation.

After examining the monuments of Patras, and

of another town named Dyme, we croffed the La-

riflus, and entered into Eiis.
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CHAP. XXXVIII.

Tour cf Elis *. The Olympic Games,

EL I S is a fmall country, the coafts of which

are waflied by the Ionian lea, and which is

divided into three valleys. In that to the north is

the city of Elis, fituatcd on the Peneus, a river of

the f.me name, but lefs confiderable than that of

Thtfialy ; the middle valley is remarkable for ihc

temple of Jupiter, near the river Alpheus j and

the lad of the three is named Triphylia.

The inhabitants of this country long enjoyed

the moll undiilurbed tranquillity. All the ftates

of Greece concurred to confider them as confe-

crated to Jupiter, and carried their refpedt fo far

that foreign troops laid down their arms on entering

the country, nor took them up agaia but at their

departure ^ At prefent they rarely enjoy the be-

nefits of this exemption ; yet, notwithftanding the

occafional wars to which they have been expofed in

later times, and in defpite of the diflenfions which

* See the map of Elis.

» Strab. lib. 8, p. 358.
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ftill ferment in certain cities, Elis is the moft plen-

tiful and beft peopled diftrid of Peloponnefus''. Its

plains, which are generally fertile *=, are covered

>\ith. laborious flaves, and agriculture flourifhes,

becaufe the government beftows on the induftrious

ruflics the attention merited by thefe ufeful citi-

zens. Tribunals are eflablifhed amongft them to

judge their caufes in the lad inftance, nor are they

obliged to interrupt their labours and repair to the

cities to folicit an iniquiious or tardy lentence.

Many rich families fpcnd their lives peaceably in

the country •, and I myfelf faw fome in the vicinity

of Elis, not one of v»hom, for two or three genera-

tions, had once entered the capital *•.

After the monarchical government was abo-

liflied, the cities afibciated in a foedcral league;

but that of Elis, more powerful than the reft, has

infenfibly brought them under fubjedion % leav-

ing them only the fliadow of liberty. Together

they form eight tribes ^, governed by a body of

ninety fenatcrs, who hold their places for life, and

by their influence hll up vacancies at their plea-

fure: hence it is that authority refidcs only in a

very tew perfons, and that an oligarchy has been

introduced within an oligarchy, which is one of

b Polyb. lib. 4,p. 336.
« Strab. lib. 8, p. 344. Paufan. lib. 5^ cap. 4, p. 381.
^ Polyb. ibid.

« Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 148. Thucyd. lib. 5, cap. 31.
*"

PaulJan. lib. 5,p 397.
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the dcftrudlve vices of this government ?. At-

tempts have therefore recently been made to efta-

blifh a democracy**.

The city of El is is but modern ; it was formed,

like many of the Grecian cities, and efpecially

thofe of the Peloponnefus, by the union of feve-

ral hamlets ' : for in the ages of ignorance men

dwelt in open and expofed villages •, in more en-

lightened times they fhut themfelves up in fortified

towns.

On our arrival we met a procefTion in its way to

the temple of Minerva, and that made part of a

ceremony in which the youth of Elis contended

for the prize of beauty. The victors were led in

triumph : the firft, with his head bound with rib-

bands, bore the weapons to be confecrated to the

goddefs j the fecond conduced the vidtim j and

the third carried the other offerings ".

I have often feen fimilar contefts in Greece, for

the young men, as well as for the women and girls.

Even among diftant nations I have feen women

admitted to public competitions, with this differ-

ence, however, that the Greeks decree the prize to

8 Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 6, t. il. p. 394.
*» Xenoph. Hill. Graec. lib. 7, p. 63J.
» Strab lib. H, p. 336. Diod. Sic. lib. 1 1, p. 40.
^ Athen. lib. 1^ cap. 2, p. ^6^. Theophr. ap, eumd. ibid.

p. 609.
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the moft beautiful, and the barbarians to the mofl

virtuous ^

The city is ornamented with temples™, fump-

tuous edifices, and a number of ftatues, fome of

which are by the hand of Phidias. Among the

latter we faw feveral which difplayed the judg-

ment no lefs than the (kill of the artifl; ; fuch is

the group of the Graces in the temple dedicated

to them. They are habited in a light and brilliant

drapery j the firft holds a myrtle branch in honour

of Venus •, the fecond a rofe to denote the fpring

;

and the third a die, the fymbol of infant fports

;

and that nothing may be wanting to complete the

charms of this compofition, the figure of Love is

placed on the fame pedeftal with the Graces ".

Nothing contributes fo much to the celebrity of

this province as the Olympic games, celebrated

every fourth year in honour of Jupiter. Each

city in Greece has its feftivals, which aflemble all

the inhabitants •, four grand folemnities unite

all the Grecian flates ; thefe are the Pythian

or Delphic games, the Ilthmian or Corinthian,

the Nemean, and the Olympic. I have fpoken

of the firft in my journey through Phocis ; I fliall

pow give fome account of the latter : the others

' Theophr. ap. eumd. p. 609 et 610,
» Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 23, p. 511.
» Paufan. ibid. cap. 24, p» 514.
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I fhall pafs over in filence, as they exhibit nearl/

the fame fpedlacle.

The Olympic games, inflituted by Hercules,

were, after having been long difcontinued, re-

vived by the advice of the celebrated Lycurgus,

and by the attention of Iphitus, fovereign of a

diftrid of Elis °. One hundred and eight years

after, the name of the perfon who had gained the

prize in the courfe of the ftadium was infcribed,

for the filft time, in the public regifter of the.

Eleans ^ : he was called Choroebus. This practice

was continued, and hence that fcries of vidors

whole names, indicating the different Olympiads,

form fo many fixed periods in chronology. The

games were about to be celebrated, for the one

hundred and fixth time, when we arrived at

Elis *.

AH the inhabitants of Elis were preparing for

this augufl; folemnity. The decree which prohibits

ail hoililities had already been proclaimed ^.

Troops who fhould enter at this time into this

facred territory r would be condemned to pay a

penalty of two minai f for each foldier^

*' Ariftot. ap. Plut. in Lycurg. t. i. p. 39.
p Freret, Defenf. de la Chronol. p. 162.

* In the fiiminer of the year 356 before Chrifl,

<» ^fchiii.de Fdlf. Leg. p. 397. Pautin. lib. 5, cap. 20,

P'427-
r Diod. Sic. lib. 14, p. 248.

j- 180 livrcs (7I. I OS. IVerling).

* Thucyd. lib. 5, cap. 49.

The
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. The direflion of the Olympic games has been

in the pofTeOlon of the Eleans for four centuries,

and they have brought them to the utmoft degree

of perfedion, fometimes by introducing new fpe-

cies of contcfts, and fometimes by fuppreffmg

fuch as did not anfwer the expectations of the

aflembly^ It is their province to prevent clan-

defline praftices and intrigues, to take care that

the decifions be equitable, and that no natives of

foreign nations", nor even of the Greek cincs

which have* violated the laws eilablifhed to main-

tain order during the feftivals, be admitted to

enter the lifts as candidates. They have fo high

an idea of thefe ordinances, that they formerly

fent deputies into Egypt, to enquire of the fages

of that nation whether they could fuggell any

neceffary regulation which they had omitted. You
have forgotten one eflfential article, replied the

latter: fmce the judges aie Eleans, the Eleans

fliould be excluded from tiie competition y. Not-

wlthftanding this anfwer, they are admitted, and

many of them have gained the prize, nor has tlie

integrity of the judges been ever queftioned*:

it is true indeed, that to prevent fuch a fufpicion,

tlie athletse are permitted to appeal to the fcnaie

' Paiifan. lib. 5, cap. 8, p. 394.
" Herodot. lib. 5, cap. 22.

' Thucyd. lib. 5, cap. 49. Paufan. ibid, cap, ri, p. 43 1.

y Herodot. lib. 2, cap, 160. Diod. Sic. lib. i, p. 8j.
^ Dion. Chryfoft, in Rhod. p. 344.

Vol. III. E e
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of Olympia from the decree which deprives theifl

of the crown '.

At each Olympiad the judges or prefidents of

the games are drawn by lot^, and are eight in

number, one being taken from each tribe *=. They

afiemble at Elis, previous to the celebration of

the games, and for the fpace of ten months care-

fully ftudy all the particulars of the duties they

have to difcharge : in thefe they are inftru6ted by

the magiftrates, whole office it is to declare and

explain the ordinances I have mentioned ''. That

they may join experience to precepts, they exer-

cife, during the fame interval, the athletse who

come to have their names enrolled' as candidates

for the prizes of the courfe, and moft of the

pedeftrian combats f. Several of thefe athletas

were accompanied by their relations and friends,

and efpecially by the mafters by whom they had

been taught •, the defire of glory fparkled in their

eyes, and the inhabitants of Elis feemed tranf-

ported with the livelieft joy. I fhould have been

furprifed at the importance they annex to the ce-

lebration of their games, were 1 not acquainted

with the ardour of the Greeks for public exhibi-

» Panfan. lib. 6, cap 3, p. 458.

k Phil<):ir. Vit. Apoll.lib. 3, cap. 30, p. I2I.

« Paufan. lib. 5,cap. 9,p. 397.
^ Id. lib. 6, cap. 24, p. 514.

• iEfchin. Epift. 11, p, 212.

' Paufan. ibid. p. 513.
'7
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tions, and the real utility which the Eleans derive

from this folemnity.

After having viewed every thing interefting in

the city of Elis, and in Cyllene, which fcrves it

for a harbour, and is diftant only one hundred and

twenty ftadia t *, we departed for Olympia, to

which there are two roads ; one by the plain,

three hundred ftadia in length **

-f- -,
and the other

by the mountains and the little town of Alefium,

where a confidcrable f^ir is held every month'.

We made choice of the former, which traverfes

a fertile and well cultivated country, watered by

various rivers^ and, after uking a viev/ of Dyf-

pontium and Letrines as we pafTed *, we arrived

at Olympia,

This city, known likewife by the name of Pi-

fa*, is fituated on the right bank of the Alpheus,

at the foot of an eminence called the Mount of

Saturn. The Alpheus has its fource in Arcadia"',

It alternately appears and difappears ", and, after

t Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 26, p. 518.
* A jout4. leagues and a half.

* Strab. lib. 8, p. 367. Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 22, p. 5 10.

•}• Eleven leagues and about one ihird.

' Strab. ibid. p. 341.
^ Xcnoph. Hift. Grace, lib. 3, p. 491. Strab. ibid. p. 357.

Paufsn. ibid. p. 510.
* Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 7. Pind. Olymp. 2, 3, 8, 5tc. Steph.

in 'OyvfjLir. Ptolcm. p. 101.
" Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 7, p. 390.

Id. lib. 8, cap. 54, p. 709.

£ C 3
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receiving the waters of feveral rivers", falls into

the adjoining fea'*.

Within the Altis, which is a facred wood ', of

great extent, furroiinded with walls'", are the

temple of Jupiter and that of Juno, the fenate-

houfe, the theatre % and many other beautiful edi-

fices, as alfo an innumerable multitude of ftatues.

. The temple of Jupiter was built in the laft

century with the fpoils taken by the Eleans from

certain dates which had revolted from their obe-

dience^-, it is of the Doric order, furrounded

with columns, and conflrufted with a Hone

brought from the adjoining quarries, which,

though much lighter than Parian marble,- is equal-

ly fhining and hard ". It is fixty-eight feet high,

two hundred and thirty long, and ninety-five

broad *.

- ;This edifice was built by an able architefl,

named Libon. Two fculptors, of equal (kill, en-

riched the pediments of the principal front with

*> Paufan. lib. 8, cap. J 4, p. 709. Strab. lib. 8, p. 344.
P Strab. p. 543.
1 Find. Olymp. 8, v. 12. Schol. ibid. Paufan. lib, 5. cap. ic>

P-397-
r Paufan, ibid. p. 441 et 443.
» Xenoph. Hift. Grsec. lib. 7, p. 639.
» Paufan. ibid, p. 397.
« Id, ibid. p. 398. Plin. lib. 36, cap, 17, t. ii. p. 747.
* The height about 64 French feet, the length 217, the

[ width 90 (or 68, 231, 96 feet Englifh),
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learned and elegant ornaments. In one of thcfe

pediments, amidft a great number of figures,

wc fee CEnomaus and Pclops ready to dif-

pute, in prefence of Jupiter, the prize of the

race ; in the other the battle of the Centaurs and

the Lapiths '. The gate by which it is entered

is of brafs, as is that on the oppofite fide. On
both are fculptured a part of the labours of Her-

cules y. The roof is covered with pieces of mar-

ble cut in the ihape of tiles. On the fummit of

each pediment is a ftatue of victory of gilt brafs, and

at each angle a large vafe of the fame metal alfo

gilt.

The temple is divided by columns into three

aides or porticos % which, as well as the vefli-

bule, contain a number of offerings confecrated

by piety and gratitude* j but the eye, overlooking

thefe obje6ls, is rapidly attracted to the ftatue and

throne of Jupiter. This mafterpiece of Phidias,

and of the art of fculpture, at the firft glance fills,

the fpeflator with an admiration which can only

be increafed by a clofer examination.

The figure of Jupiter is of gold and ivory,

and, though feated, rifes almoft to the ceiling of

the temple ^. In his right hand he holds a vic-

» Paufan. lib. 5,cap. 10, p. 399.
"

y Id. ibid. p. 4c.
z Id. ibid.

' Id. ibid. p. 405. Strab. lib. 8, p. 353.
^ Strab. ibdi.

Ee 3
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tory likewife of gold and ivory •, in his left, a fcep^

trc of beautiful workmanfhip, enriched with va-

rious fpecies of metals, with an eagle on the top

of it ". The bufkins are of gold, as is the man^

tie, on which are engraven figures of animals,

and flowers, particularly the lily «*.

The throne is fupported by four feet, as well as

by intermediate columns of the fame height,

The richeft materials, the nobieft arts, have all

concurred in the embellifhment of this throne,

It is refplendent with gold, ivory, ebony, and

precious ftones, and is decorated in every part with

paintings and balTo relievos.

Four of thefe ba fib- relievos adorn the front

of each of the iore-feer. The higheft reprefents

four viftories in the attitude of women dancing

;

the fecond, fphinxes carrying away the children of

the Thebans -, the third, Apollo and Diana pierc-

ing with their darts the children of Niobc; and

in the lail are four other figures of viftory,

Phidias has not left the fmallcft intervals without

an ornament On the four beams which bind the

feet of the throne, I enumerated no lefs than thirty-

leven figures, fome reprefenting wreftlers, others

the combat of Hercules with the Amazons *. Over

« Paiifan. lib. 5, sap. li, p. 4C0. Plin. lib. 34, cap. 8,1. iic

p. 648.
'^ Paufan. ibid. p. 40 1.

« Sec note at tlie end of the volume.

I

I
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the head of Jupiter, on the upper part of the

throne, we fee on one fide the three Graces, whom

he had by Eurynome, and the three Seafons,

whom he had by Themis ". On the footftool, as

alfo on the bafe or eftrade which fuftains this enor-

mous mafs, are other baflb- relievos •, moll of them

executed in gold, and reprefenting the deities of

Olympus. At the feet of Jupiter is this infcrip-

tion '
: I am the izork of Phidias tbi Athmiany the

fon of Chatmdes. Befides his own name, the

artift, to perpetuate the memory and beauty

of a young man, named Pantarces', has en-

graved his name on one of the figures of Ju-

piter *.

It is not pofiible to approach the throne fo near

as the curious obferver might wi(h. He is (topped

at a certain diflance by a baludrade, which ercom-

pafTes it on every fide'', and is ornamented with

excellent paintings by Panasnus, a pupil and re-

lation of Phidias, who jointly with Colotes, ano-

ther fcholar of this great man, was employed to

execute fome of the principal parts of this ftu-

« Paufan. lib. 5, cap. ii, p. 402. Hefiod. Doo^j Gencr.
T. 900.

^ Paufan. ibid. cap. 10, p. 397.
« Clem. Alex. Cohort, p. 47.
* Thh intcr'xpuon was : Pantarres is l>eautiful. Had this been

impvited as a crime to Phidias, he might have juftificd himfelf,

bj' alleging, that it was meant to be applied to Jupiter ; the

vord Pantarces really fignitying he who fujficetfor all,

" Paufan, lib. 5, cap. 11, p. 401.
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pendens work '. It is faid that, after it was com-

pleted, Phidias took off the veil which covered it,

confulted the public tafie, and corrected his perr-

formance by the opinion of the multitude ''.

The fprtftator can never fufficiently admire the

grandeur of the defign, the richnefsof the materials,

the excellence of the workmanfliip, and happy

confonance of all its parts -, but he is ftill more afto-

nifned at the fublimeexpreffion which the genius of

the artift has given to the head and countenance.

Jn it the divine nature is imagined with all the

majefty of power, all the profundity of wifdom,

and all the mildnefs of clemency. Pleretofore

artifts had reprefented the fovereign of the gods

only with ordinary features, devoid of elevation,

and marked by no diflinftive charafter: Phidias

was the firft who, if I may ule the expreffion, at-

tained to the divine majelly, and added a new

motive to the veneration of nations, by exhibit-

ing to their fenfes what they had before adored ^

From what fource had he derived thefc exalted

ideas ? Poets would fay that he had afcended into

heaven, or that the god had come down upon

earth** •, but he himfelf gave a fimpler and ^

' Paufan, lib. 5, cap. 1 r, p. 402. Strab. lib. 8, p. 354. Plin,,

lib. ^4, cap. 8, t. ii. p. 657 ; lib. 35, cap. 8, p. 689.
^ Luciar. pro Imag. cap. 14, t. ii. p. 492.
1 Quintil. Inft. Orat. lib. 12, cap. 10, p. 744. Liv, lib. 45,

cap. 28.

» Anthol, lib. 4, cap. 6, p. 301.
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nobler anfwer to thofe who put to him this quef-

tion "
; lie quoted the verfes of Homer, in which

that poet fays that a look of Jupiter fuHiccs to

{hake Olympus °. Thefe verfes, by awaking in

tJie foul of Phidias the image of the truly beauti-

ful, of that ideal beauty which is difcoverable only

by the man of genius p, produced the Jupiter of

Olympia ; and whatever may be the fate of the pre-

dominant religion of Greece, the Olympian Jupiter

w^ill always remain a model for artifts who ihall

wifli worthily to reprefcnt the fupreme being.

The Eleans know the value of this admirable

performance, and ftill point out to ftrangers the

workfliop of Phidias ^, They have extended

their bounty to the dcfcendants of this great artiil,

and confided to them the care of maintaining the

ftatue in all its fplcndour . As the temple and its

precind: are fituated in a marlhy ground, one of

the methods employed to protect the ivory againft

humidity, is by frequently pouring oil around the

toot of. the throne, on a part of the pavement ap-

propriated for the purpofe \

P^rom the temple of Jupiter we proceeded to

" Strab- lib. 8, p. 3!;4. P!ut. in jE.mi\. t. i. p. 270. Vakr.
Max. lib. 3, cap. 7.

° Homer. Iliad, lib. i, v. 530.
P Cict:!. Oiat. cap. 2, t. i. p. 421.
<! Pauian. lib. 5, cap. J5,p. 413.
' Id. ibid. p. 412.
' Id. ibid. cap. 1 1, p. 403.
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that of Juno \ which is likcwife of the Doric

order, and furrounded with columns, but much

more ancient than the former. Moll of the fta-

tucs we fee there, whether of gold or ivory, ex-

hibit the rudenefs of an infant art, though their

antiquity does not exceed three hundred year?.

We were fhown the coffer of Cypfelusu, in which

that prince, who afterwards made himfelf mafter

of Corinth, was fhut up from his tendered infancy

by his mother, to conceal him from the refearches

of the enemies of his family. It is of cedar •, the

lid and the four fides are adorned with baflb-re-

lievos, fome of them executed in the wood itfelf,

the others in ivory and gold ; they reprefent

battles, games, and other fubjedts relative co the

heroic ages, and are accompanied with infcriptions

in ancient chara6ters. We examined with plea-

flire the minute parts of this work, as they exhi-

bited the rude ftate of the arts in Greece three

centuries ago.

Near this temple games are celebrated*, over

which prefide fixteen women, feleflied from the

eight tribes of the Eleans, and refpeflahle for

their virtue as well as birth. It is their duty to.

maintain two chorufes to fing hymns in honour of

Juno, to embroider the fuperb veil which is dif-

• Paufan. lib. 5, cap. I7,p.4x8.
" Id. ibid. p. 419.
* Id. ibid. cap. 16, p. 417.
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played on the day of the feftival, and to decree

the prize of running to the girls of Elis. As foon

as the fignal is given, thefe youthful competitors

dart into the courfe, ahnoft half naked, and with

their hair floating on their flioulders; the heroine

who gains the vitflory receives an olive crown,

and the ftill more flattering pcrmiflion of placing

|ier portrait in the temple of Juno.

On leaving it we vifited the avenues of the

facred precinct. Through the plane and olive

trees, which every where prefent their fhades J",

we beheld on all fides columns, tropiiies, trium-

phal cars, ftatues without number, in brafs and

marble, fome of the gods, and others of the

victors •
i for this temple of glory is open only

to thofe who have a claim to immortality.

Several of thefe {tatues reft againft columns,

or are placed on pedeftals, and all of them arc ac-

companied with infcriptions fpecifying the motive*

of their confecration. We faw more than forty

ftatues of Jupiter by different hands, the offerings

of nations or individuals, fome twenty- feven feet

in height ^ Thofe of the athletse are extremely

numerous
J they have been placed here either by

y Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 16, p. 450. Phlcg. dc. Olymp. in

Thef. Antiq. Grsc. t. ix. p. 1 29^.
' Paufan. ibid. cap. 21, p. 4:9.
- Paufan, ibid. cap. 24, p. 440.
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themfdves ^, their native cities *, or by nations

of whom they had merited well '^.

Thefe monuments, which have greatly multi-

plied in four centuries, prefent, as it were, thofe

who have obtained them to the admiration of

pofterity. They are expofed every fourth year to

the view of an incredible concourfe of fpedators

from all countries, who repair hither to witnefs the

glory of the viftors, to hear the recital of their

combats, and with tranfport to point out to each

other fuch as they are proud to rank in the num-

ber of their fellow-citizens. What happinefs for

humanity were fuch a fanftuary open only to vir-

tuous men ! No, I miftake ; it would foon be

violated by intrigue and hypocrify, to which the

applaufe and veneration of the people is infinitely

more neceffary than to virtue.

Whilft we were admiring thefe works of fculp-

ture, and obferving the progrefs and lafl efforts of

this art, our guides amufed us with long narra-

tions, and gave us many anecdotes of the perfons

whofe refemblance we had before us. After di-

refting our attention to two brazen cars, in one

of which was Gelon king of Syracufe, and in the

other Hieron his brother and fucceffor ^
: Near

»> Paufan. lib. 6, p. 497.
« Id. ibid. p. 493.
J Id. ibid. p. 480 et 492,
• Id. ibid. cap. 9, p. 473 ; cap. 12, p. 479.
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Gelon, added they, you fee the ftatue of Cleome-

des ; this athleta, having unfortunately flain his

adverfary in wreftling, the judges, by way of

punifhment, withheld from him the crown, which

had fuch an effed on him that he became infanc.

Some time after he entered a houfe appropriated

to the education of youth, feized a column which,

fup ported the roof, and overturned it. Near fixty

children peril'hed under the ruins of the build-

ing f.

There is the ftatue of another athleta, named

Timanthes. In his old age he continued daily to

exercife himfelf with his bow; but being obliged

to fufpend this exercife during a journey, he

found his ftrength fo diminiflied at his return as
CD

to be unable to refume it •, on which he prepared

his own funeral pile, and threw himfelf into the

flames ?.

That mare, of which you fee the figure, was fur-

named the Wind, on account of her wonderful

fpeed. One day, when fhe was running in the

courfe, Philotas, who rode her, happened to fall -,

but fhe continued the race, doubled the pillar,

and flopped when fhe came to the judges, who

decreed the crown to her mafler, and permitted

him to be reprefented here with the partner of

his vidory h,

^ Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 9, p. 474.
t Id. ibid. cap. 8, p. 47 i

.

^ Id, ibid. cap. 13, p. 484.
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This vvreftler was named Glaucus '. Whcnyoljri^

and employed in filing the ground, his father per-

ceived with aftonifhment, that to drive in the

p!ough-(h.ire which had got loofe, he made ufc

of his hand as he would of a hammer. This

fuggefted to him the Idea of bringing him here,

where he propofed him for the combat of the

ceftus. Glaucus being prefled by an antagonift,

who akernately employed addrefs and ftrength,

was on the point of yielding the conteft, when his

father called out to him: Strike, fon, as you

would on the plough j on which the youth re*

doubled his blows^ and was proclaimed victor.

The next is the llatue of Theagenes, who, at

the different games of Greece^ it is faid, obtained

the prize twelve hundred times, at running, wreft-

ling, and other exercifes'^. After his death, the

llatue ereded to him by the city of Thafos, his

native country, ftill excited the jeaioufy of a rival

of Theagenes ; every night he came to fatiate his

vengeance on the brafs, and fo Ihook it by hh

repeated blows, that he threw it down, and was

cruflied under it: the ftatuc was brought to a

regular trial, and thrown into the fea. The

city of Thafos beir^ afterwards affli(5led with

a famine, the oracle of Delphi was confulted ;

' Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 13, p. 479.
" Pliit.de Reip. Gcr. Piscept^ t. ii< p. 811. Paufan. ibid.

cap. 1 1, p. 477.
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which replied, that they had neglecHied the memory

of Theagenes '. Divine honours were confe-

quently decreed to him, after they had recovered

the ftatue from the water, and replaced it on its

bale *.

That other athlcta bore his ftatue on his (houU

ders, and conveyed it to this place. He was the

celebrated Milo, the fame who in a war between

the inhabitants of Croton, his native country, and

the Sybarices, was placed at the head of the

troops, and gained a fignal victory. He appeared

in the battle with a club, and the other infignia of

Hercules,, recalling that hero to the memory of

the combatants by his appearance™. He often

iriumphed at our games and thofe of Delphi, and

made frequent trials of his prodigious ftrcngth.

Sometimes he placed himfelf on a quoit with oil

.

poured on it to render it more flippery, and the

raoft violent fhocks were unable to ftir him" : at

other times he would hold a pomccrranare,

and, without crufaing it, keep his hand fo

clofe, that the moft vigorous athletse tried in

vain to wreft it from him, by forcing open his

fingers ; but liis miftrefs made him quit his

' Paiifan. lib. 6, cap. I r, p. 479.
* The worfhip of Thea3;cnes afterwards hecame more extcn-

five
J
recoLufe was had to liim more efpecfaUy in fickncfs (Pau-

lan. ih;f!.\

Diod, Sic. lib. 11, p. 77.
• Paufan, ibid. cap. 14, p. 486.
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hold". It is likewife told of him, that he made

the circuit of the ftadium with an ox on his

fhoulders ^ ; that being one day in a houfe with

fome difciples of Pythagoras, he faved their lives

by fuftaining the column which fupported the roof,

and was on the point of falling "^

; and that in his

old age he became the prey of wild beads, his

hands being caught in the trunk of a tree, which

had been partly fplit by wedges, while he attempted

completely to divide itr.

We next law fome columns on which were en-

graven treaties of alliance between different ftates

of Greece '-

: they were dcpofited here that they

might be held more facred. But all thefe treaties

have been violated, with the oaths by which they

were confirmed •, and the remaining columns do

but teftify the melancholy truth, that polifhed na-

tions never are lefs fincere than when they engage

to live in peace.

To the north of the temple of Juno, at the

foot of Mount Saturn ', is a caufeway which ex-

tends as far as the courfe, on which feveral Greek

ftates and foreign nations have eredled edifices

known by the name of treafuries. Similar repo-

• yElian. Var. Ziift, lib. 2, cap. 24.
P Athen. lib. 10, p. 412.
'' Stiab, lib. 6, p. 263.
• Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 14, p. 487.
* Id. lib. 5, cap. 12, p. 407 ; cap. 23, p. 437.
^ Id. lib. 6, cap. 19, p. 497,

fitories
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fitories are i^cen at Delphi, but they are filled with

precious offerings, whilll thofe of Olympia contain

nothing but ftatues and monuments in a bad tafte, or

of little value. When we enquired the reafon of this

difference, one of the guides anfwered : We have an

oracle it is true, but it is in no great credit, and will

foon pofllbly be filent ". Two or three predic-

tions, juftified by the event, have procured to that

of Delphi the confidence of a few fovereigns, and

the example of their liberality has been followed

by all nations.

In the mean time the people were thronging to

Olympia*. By fea and land, from all parts of

Greece, and from the moft diftant countries, mul-

titudes were haflening to be prefent at thefe

feftivals, whicli in celebrity infinitely furpafs all

other folemnities, notwithftanding they are defli-

tutc of a charm which would render them more

brilliant. Women are not admitted to them, on

account, doubtlefs, of the nudity of the athlete.

The law excluding them is fo fevere, that every

female who dares to violate it is thrown from the

fummit of a rock>'. Yet the prieflefles of a

temple have an appointed place*, and may be

prefent at certain exercifes.

" Xenoph. Hill. Grcec. lib. 4, p. 533. Strab. lib. 8, p. 353,
"^ Philoftr. Vlt. Apoll. lib. 8, cap. 18, p. 36 1.

T Paufaii. lib. 5, cap. 6, p. 3^1^.

^ Id. lib. 6, cap. 20. Sucton. in Ncroti. cap. 12,'

Vol. III. F f
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The firfl day of the games falls on the eleventh

of the month Hecatombseon, which begins with

the new moon following the fummer fold ice

:

they continue five days, and at the end of the

laft, which is the time of the full moon, the folemn

proclamation is made of the names and country

of the viftors *. They opened in the evening *

with feveral facrifices offered up on altars ereded

in honour of different deities, either in or near

the temple of Jupiter''. All were adorned with

fefloons and garlands*^, and all fucceflively fprin-

kled with the blood of the vidims**. The firfl

facrificc was offered on the grand altar of Jupiter,

fituated between the temple of Juno and the pre-

cin6l of Pelops ^ This is the principal objed of

national devotion ; there the Eleans offer daily

facrifices, and foreigners at all feafons of the year.

It (lands on a large fquare bafe, the afcent to

which is by ftone fteps. On it is a fort of

terrace, on which the vidims are facrificed j and

in the middle is the altar, which is twenty-two

^ Find Olymp. 3, v. 33 ; et 5, v. 14. .Schol. ibid. Dodwel,
de Cycl. diff. 4, ^ 2 et 3. Corfin. Differt. Agon. p. 13. Id.

Faft. Attic, dilfert. I 3, p. 295.
* In the firft year of the io6th Olympiad, the iirft day of

Hecatombxon fell en the evening of the i 7th of July, of the

Juhan proleptic year 356 before Chrift ; and the nth of Heca-
tomlxTon began on the evening of the 27th of July.

b Paiifan. lib. 5, cap. 14, p. 41 1,
c Schol. Find. Olymp. 5, v, ij,
^ Paufan. ibid.

« Id. ibid p. 409.
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feet in height : the afcent to the upper part of it

is by fleps formed by the aflies of the vidims,

kneaded with the water of the Alpheus.

The ceremonies were continued till the night

was far advanced, and were performed to the

found of inftruments, and by the light of the

moon, which was near its full, with a regularity

and magnificence, which at once infpires aftonifh-

ment and refped. At midnight, as foon as thefe

were ended, moft of the perfons prefent, with an

earneftnefs which never ceafes during the whole

time ot the feftivals ', went inllantly to take their

places in the courfe, the better to enjoy the fpec-

tacle of the games, which were to Commence ac

day-break.

The Olympic courfe is divided into two parts,

the ftadium and the hippodromus ^. The fta-

dium is a caulevvay fix hundred feet long *
^

^ and

of a proportionable width : this is the place for

the foot races, and moft of the combats. The
hippodromus is appropriated to races of chariots

and horfes. One fide of it ftretches along a hill

;

the other fide, which is fomething longer, is formed

by a caufeway ' : it is fix hundred feet broad,

» Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xlil. p. 481,
E Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 20, p. 502.
* 94 toifcs 3 feet (or 604 feet Engllih).

*> Herodob. lib. 2, cap. 149. Cenforin. de Die NaU cap, 13%

Avil. Gtll. lib. I, cap. 1.

' Paufan, ibid, p, 504 et 505.

Ff2
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and twelve hundred long'' *, and is feparated from

the ftadium by a building called a barrier. This

is a portico, in front of which is a fpacious court,

in th^ form of the prow of a fhip, the walls ofwhich

approach each other, and having an opening at the

extremity large enough to permit feveral chariots

to enter abreafl. In the infide of this court are

erefted, in different parallel lines, outhoufes for

the chai-iots and horfes '. Thefe are drawn for by

lot, fome being more advantageouQy fituated than

others. The ftadium and the hippodromus are deco-

rated with ftatues, altars, and other monuments ",

to which were afhxed the lift and order ot the com-

bats to be exhibited during the feftivals ".

The order of the combats has fometimes va-

ried °
-f : the general rule obferved at prefent is to

dedicate the morning to what are called the lighter

exercifes, fuch as races of every kind ; and the

afternoon to thole which are termed heavy or

violent P, as wreftling, pugiliftic combats, &c. ^.

At the firft dawn of day we repaired to the fta-

dium, which was already filled with athlete, ex-

^ Paufar-.lib. 6, cap. i6, p. 491. Id. lib. 5, cap. 2, p. 406.

Plat, in Sol. t. i. p. 9'.
•* iSgtoifcs (1208 feet Engllfh).

* Paulan. lib. 6, aip. 20, p. 503.
"> Id. ibid.

" Dion. lib. 79, p. 1359.
• Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 9, p. 396.
-j- See note at the end of the volume.

p Diod. Sjc. lib. 4. p. 222.

9 Pauiun. lib. 6, cap. 24, p. 513.
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cxercifing themfclves in preparatory fkirmifhcs \ and

furrounded by a multitude of Ipe^lators ; while

others in ftill greater numbers were ftationing

themfelves confufedly on a hill in form of an am-

phitheatre above the courfe. Chariots were flying

over the plain; on all fides was heard the found

of trumpets, and the neighing of horfes min-

gled with the fliouts of the multitude. But when we

were ajple to divert our eyes for a moment from

this fpe(5lacle, and to contrail with the tumultuous

agitations of the public joy the repofe and filence

of nature, how delightful were the imprcffions we

experienced from the ferenity of the fivy, the de-

lightful coolnefs of the air, the Alpheus, which

here forms a magnificent canal % and the fertile

fields receiving new embelliihments from the firft

rays of the fun !

A moment after we fiw the athleto? fuj'pend

their exercifcs, and take the road to the facred

precinct. We followed them, and faw in the

chamber of the fenate the eight prefidents of the

games drelied in rich habits and all the infignia of

their dignity \ Here, at the/ootof a ftarue of

Jupiter, and on the bleeding members of the

victims ", the athleta^ called the gods to witnef'

« Fahr. Aji^on. lib. 2, cap. 34.
- Paufan. lib, 5, Cap. 7, p. 3S9.
« Fabr. Aj(oii, lib, i, cap. 19.

" I'aufan. lib. 5, Cap. 2.^, p. ^41.
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that they had been exercifed ten months at the

combats in which they were about to engage,

'They folemnly vowed not to employ unfair means,

but to conduft themfelves with honour. Their

relations and inftrudors likewife took the lame

oath*.

This ceremony ended, we returned to the

fladium. The athletae entered the barrier at the

hither end of it, ftripped off all their clothes, put

bufkins on their feet, and had their whole bodies

rubbed with oily. Subordinate officers were fta-

tioned on all fides, both in the courfe and amongft

the numerous crowd of fpeflators, to preferve

order '.

When the prefidents had taken their places, a

herald proclaimed :
" Let the runners in the fla-

dium advance ^" A great number inftantly ap-

peared, and ftationed themfelves in a line, accord-

ing to the rank affigned them by lot^. The

herald recited their names, and the country

whence they camC^ : if any of thefe names had

been rendered illuflrious by fome preceding vi(5to-

ry, they were received with the loudeft applaufes.

^ Paiifan. lib. 5, cap. 24, p. 441.

y Thucyd. lib. I, cap. 6. Poll. lib. 3, § i^j.

' Etymol. Magn. in 'Axvta^x,

3 Plat, de Leg-, lib. 8, t. ii. p. 833. Heliod. iEthiop.Iib. 4,

p. 1 ,-9.

*» Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 13, p. 482,
= Heliod. ibid, p. 162.
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After the herald had added : " Can any one re-

proach thefe athletas with having been in bonds,

or of leading an irregular life* ?'* there reigned a

profound filence, and I felt myfelf animated by

the fame intereft which actuated every heart, and

which is not to be experienced in the fpe6taclcs of

other nations. Inflead of beholding, at the open-

ing of the lifts, a number of the populace about to

contend for a few olive leaves, I no longer fawany

but free men, who, entrufted with the glory " or dif-

grace of their country, by the unanimous confent

of Greece, were expofing themfclves to the alterna-

tive of contempt or honour, in prefence of manv

ihoufand witnefTes ^, ready to return home with

the names of the victors and the vanquifhed. Hope
and fear were depicted in the anxious countenances

of the fpe(ftators •, and their fenfations became

more lively as the moment approached which was

to decide their doubts. This moment arrived.

The trumpet gave the iignal ^
•, the runners fet off,

and like lightning reached the goal, where fat the

prefidents of the games. The herald proclaimed

the name of Porus of Cyrene i^, which was re-

echoed by a thouland voices.

" Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xiii. p. 481.
"= Find. Olymp. 5, v. 8. Schol. ibid.

f Ijucian. deGymn. cap. 10, t. il. p. 8go.
E Sopliocl. in Elecftr. v. 713.
" Uiod. Sic, lib. 16, cip. z, p. 406. Afric. ap. Eufeb. hi

CUron. Graec. p. 41.
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The honour which he obtained is the firft and

moft fplendid of thofe decreed at the Olympic

games, the fimple race of the ftadium being the

moft ancient of any that are pradlifed at thefe fefti-

vals ' : in procefs of time it has been much di-

verfified. We faw it fuccefiively performed by

children fcarcely in their twelfth year ^, and by men

who ran with a helmet and buckler, and a fort of

bufkins ^

On the following days other champions were

called upon to run the double ftadium, that is,

after reaching the extremity and doubling the

goal, they were to return to the place of their de-

parture"". Thefe were followed by athlete*, who.

ran twelve times the length of the ftadium". Some

were competitors in feveral of thefe exercifes, and

carried off more than one prize °. Among the

incidents which at intervals awakened the attention

of the aiTembly, we faw fome of the runners make

oft", and efcape from the infults of the fpeftators ;

and others on the point of attaining the fummit of

their wiflies, fuddenly fall on a flippery piece of

ground. Some again were pointed out to us, who

' Paufan. lib. 5. cap. 8, p. 394.
^ Id. lib. 6, cap. 2, p. 456 ; lib. 7, cap. 17, p, 567,
' Id. lib. 6, cap. 10, p. 475 ; et cap, 17, p. 493.
" Id. lib. f, cap. 17, p. 420.
" Bernard.de Pond, tt Menf. lib. 3, Ko. 32. Mem. de TA^a'^J,

aes Bell. Lettr. t. iii, p. 309 et 31 1 ; t. ix. p. 390.
" Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 13, p. 482, Scz.
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fcarcely left the imprefTion of their feet p. Two
men of Croton long kept the multitude in fuf-

penfe ; they had got greatly the Hart of their ad-

verfaries, when one of them having pufiicd the

other down, a general outcry was railed againft

him, and he was deprived of the honour of the

viftory •, for fuch methods of procuring it are ex-

prefsly prohibited'', the lped:ators alone being

allowed to animate by their Ihouts the runners in

whble fuccefs they are intereiled ^

The viftors could only be crowned on the laft

day of the feftivals ' ; but at the end of the race

they received or rather carried off a temporary-

palm \ This moment was the commencement of

a feries of triumphs. Every one thronged to fee

and congratulate them •, their relations, friends,

and countrymen, ihedding tears of tendernefs and

joy, lifted them on their flioulders to flievv them to

the crowd, and held them up to the applaufes of

the whole aflcmbly, who ftrewed handfuls of

flov,'ers over them ".

The next day we repaired early to the hippo-

P Solin. cap. i, p. g.

1 Lucian. de Caliim. cap. 12, t. iii. p. 141. Paufan. lib. $,

p. 441.
«• Plat, in Pha-don. t. i. p. 61. Ifocr. in Evag. t. ii. p. 1 1 1.

s Schol. Find. Olymp. 3. v. 3^ ; Olymp. 5, v. 14.
« Plut. Sympof. lib. 8, Qua-n. 4. ruljui:, lib. 3, § 145.

Etvmol. Majrn. in BjaC.

» Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 7, p. i^C^. Clem. Alex. Pliccdotr. lib. 2,

cap, 8, p. 213.
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dromus, where horfe and chariot races were to be

held. Thefe can only take place between the rich,

as they require a very great expence '. Through

all Greece individuals make a ftudy and a merit

of breeding the fpecies of horfes proper for the

courfe, and of preparing and bringing them into

the lifts at the public games y. As the candidates for

thefe prizes are not obliged perfonally to contend

for them, fovereigns and republics frequently

rank themfelves among the competitors, entruft-

ing their glory to able horfemen. In the lift of

vidlors we find Theron, king of Agrigentum

;

Gelon and Hiero, kings of Syracufe "^
j Arche-

laus, king of Macedon : Paufanias, king of La-

cedsmon •, and many others, as well as feveral

Grecian cities. It may eafily be imagined, that

fuch rivals muft excite the warmeft emulation. In-

dividuals not only attempt to equal, but even fome-

times furpafs, the magnificence they difplay. It

is ftill remembered, that at the games in which

Alcibiades was crowned, feven chariots entered the

courfe in the name of that celebrated Athenian,

and that three of them obtained the firft, fecond,

and fourth prizes ^.

^ Ifocr. de Elgis, t. ii. p. 437.
y Find. Ifthm. 2, v. 55. Paufan. lib. 6, cap. I, p. 453;

cap. 2, 12, &;c.

z Find. Olymp. i, 2. Paufan: p. 473 et 479. Plut. Apophth.

Lac.t. ii. p. 230. Solin. cap. 9, p. 26.

=> Thucyd. lib. 6, cap. 1 6. li'ocr, de Bigis, p. 437. Plut. in

Alcib. t. i. p, 196.
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WhlUt we were waiting for the fignal, the per-

fons near us directed our attention to a brafs

dolphin placed at the entrance of the lifts, and an

eagle of the fame metal refting on an altar in the

middle of the barrier. We prefently faw the dol-

phin fink and hide itfelf in the ground, and the

eagle rife up with its wings fpread, and lliew itfelf to

the fpedators ^
: a number of horfemen then darted

forward into the hippodromus, palled by us with

the rapidity of lightning, turned round the goal at

the extremity, fome flackening and others increaf-

ing their fpeed, till one of them, redoubling his

efforts, left behind him his mortified antagonitls.

The viftor had contended for the prize in the

name of Philip, king of Macedon, who afpired to

every fpecies of glory, and that with fo much fuc-

cefs, that he entreated Fortune to temperher favours

by fome adverfe accident*^ : for within the fpace of a

few days he had gained the victory at the Olympic

games ; ParmiCnio, one of his generals, had defeated

the lUyrians •, and his wife Olympias was brought

to bed of a fon, the celebrated Alexander *•.

After fome athletic, who had fcarcely attained

the ao;e of manhood, had run the fame courfe % it

was filled by a number of chariots following each

b Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 2C, p. 505.
c Phit. Apophth. t. ii. p. 177.

^ Id. in Alex. t. i. p. 666. JuHIn. lib. 12, cap. 16.

f raufcin. lib. 6, cap. 2, p. 4 j 5.

6
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other. In one race they were drawn by two horfes ^,

in another by two mares, and in the laft by four

horfes, which is the moft fplendid and glorious of

all.

To obtain a better fight of the preparations, we

went within the barrier, where we faw feveral mag-

nificent chariots kept in by ropes, which extended

along each range, and which were to be let fall

one after the other s. The perfons v/ho drove them

v^eve drefled only in a li^htftuff. Their courfcrs,

whofe ardour they could fcarcely reftrain, attracted

every eye by their beauty, and fome alio by the

victories they had already gained **. As foon as

the lignal v/as given they advanced as far as the

fecond line ', and, joining in this manner the other

lines, they all formed but one front at the ftarting

place of the courfe. In an inftant we faw them

covered with duft \ croffing and joftling each

other, and driving along their chariots with fuch

rapidity that the eye could fcarcely follow. Their

impetuofity redoubled when they came to the fta-

tue of a genius, who is faid to infpire them with a

fecret terror^ ; and ftill more increafed on hearing

the flirill found of the trumpets'", placed near a

f Paufan. lib. i;, cap. 8, p. 395.
g Paufan. lib,. 6. cap. 20, p. 503.
^ Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 103.
' Paufan. ibid.

^ Sophocl. in Eleftr. v. 716. Hovat, Od. j,

5 Paufan. ibid. p. 504.
^ Paufun. ibid. cap. 13, p. 484^
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certain boundary fiimous for the accidents it oc-

cafions. This itretches acrols the courfe, and a

narrow pafs only is left for tlie chariots, which

often baffles the Ikill of the drivers. The danger

is the more imminent, as this boundary muft be

doubled no lefs than twelve times ; for they are re-

quired to run twelve times the length of the hip-

podromus in going and returning".

At each time of pafTing it Ibme accident hap-

pened that excited pity, or infulting laughter, from

the afTembly. Some chariots had been hurried out

of the lifts
i others had been daflied to pieces, and

the courfe was covered with their fragments, which

added to the danger of the race. But five compe-

titors now remained, a ThefTalian, a Libyan, a Sy-

racufan, a Corinthian, and a Theban. The three

firfl were on the point of doubling the boundary for

the laft time, when the Theffalian, ftriking againft

it", fell entangled among the reins; andwhilfthis

horfes were rolling over thofe of the Libyan, who was

clofe to liim, the horfes of the Syracufan plunged

into a ditch on the edge of the courfe p. The hip-

podromus refounded with loud Ihouts and piercing

cries. In the mean time the Corinthian and Theban

came up, feized the favourable moment, pafied the

« Find. Olymp. 3, v. 59;.Schol. ibid. Olynip. 6, v. 126.

Schol. ibid. Mem.de I'Acad. dea Bell. Lettr. t. ili. p. 314 ;

t.ix. p. 391.
" Sophocl. in Eledlr. v. 747.
p Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. ix. p. 3S4.
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boundary, goaded their fiery fteeds, and prefented

ihemfclves to the judges, who decreed the firft

prize to the Corinthian, and the fecond to the

Theban.

During the continuance of the feftival, and in

the vacant moments of the day, we quitted the

hurry of the courfe, and vifited the environs of

Olympia. Sometimes we amuied ourfelves with

ohierving the theori^ or deputations, who came to

offer to Jupiter the homage of almoft all the na-

tions of Greece': fometimes we admired the ad-

drefs and aftivity of the foreign traders, who re-

lorted hither to expofe to fale their merchandize'"

:

and at others were pre fen t at thofe ceremonies

by which particular cities conferred marks of dif-

tindion on each other ^ For this purpofe they

had paffed edids, mutually decreeing crowns and

ftatues, which were read at the Olympic games,

to render their gratitude as public as the favours

they had received.

Walking one day befide the Alpheus, the banks

of which, lliaded with various kinds of trees, were

covered with tents of different colours \ we faw a

handfome youth throwing into the river pieces of

a palm branch that he held in his hand, and ac-

^ Diiiarol), ill Dernolth. p. loj. raufan. lib. 5, cap. l^,

« Cicer. Tufcul. lib. 5, cap. 3, t. ii, p. 362.
* Demofth. de Cor. p. 4M7.
* Anducid. in. Alcib. p. 33.
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companying this ofiering with fecret vows. He
had jufl gained the prize of running, and was

fcarcely in his third luftrum. On our qiw^flionino^

him, he anfwered : Alpheus, whole copious and

limpid waters fertilize this country, was a hunter

of Arcadia,"; he fighed for Arethufa, who fled

him, and to efcape from his purfuit took refuge in

Sicily. She was changed into a fountain, and he

into a river j but as his love was not extinguifhed,

the gods, to crown his conftancy, granted him a

paflage through the fea, and permitted him to unite

with Arethufa. The youth as he ended thefe

words fighed.

We frequently returned to the facred precindt.

Here the athletse who had not yet entered the

lifts were endeavouring to difcover their deftiny in

the entrails of the victims ^. There trumpeters,

feated on a great altar, were contending for the

prize, the fole objed: of their ambition >'. Further

on a crowd of ftrangers, ranged around a portico,

were liftening to an echo which repeated their

words feven times *. Every where we had before

our eyes fignal examples of vanity and oftenta-

tion ; for thefe games attradt not only thofe who

have already acquired celebrity, but all who wilh

" Andocid. in. Alcib. lib. 5, cip. 7, p. 390.
^ Pindar.Olymp, 8, V. 3. Schol. ibid.

y Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 21, p. 434.
'• Plut. dc Garrul. t. ii. p. 502. Paufan. ibid.
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to diftinguifli themfelves by their talents, their

knowledge, or their richest Hither they refort

to exhibit themfelves to the multitude, ever eager

to run after thofe who poflefs, or affect to poflefs,

Superiority.

After the battle of Salaniis, Themiftocles ap-

peared in the midft of the ftadium, which inftantly

rang with Ihouts of applaufe. The games were

negleded, and all eyes fixed on him during the

whole day : with exclamations of joy and admi-

ration, they pointed out to ftrangers the man who

had faved Greece ; and Themiftocles himfelf ac-

knowledged this to be the nobleil day of his

life''.

We were likewife informed that Plato was ho*

noured in nearly the fame manner at the laft Olym-

piad. When he appeared at the games, the whole

afiembly viewed him with delight, and tefcified

their joy at his prefence by the mod flattering ex-

preflions '^.

We v/ere witnefles to a ftill more Iffefling fcene.

An old man was looking for a place, and after in

vain attempting to find one on feveral benches,

from which he was repulfed with offenfive plea-

fantries, he came to that of the Lacedemonians;

when immediately all the youth and moll of the

* Ifocr. de P>ig"is, p. 436.
*» Plut. in Thcmiit. t. i. p. 120.

* Ncanth. ?.p. Laeit.lib. 3, § 25.

men
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men refpeftfully rofe, and offered him their feats.

The loudcft plaudits were inllantly heard on all

fides ; upon which the old man could not refrain

from faying, " All the Greeks know the rules of

decorum, but the Lacedaemonians praftife them*".'*

Within the circle I faw a pupil of Zeuxis the

painter, who, after the example of his matter %
was walking in a magnificent purple robe, on

which his nanie was infcribed in golden letters.

The people every where cried out to him : Thou
niayeft imitate the vanity of Zeuxis, but thou art

not Zeuxis.

I faw a Cyrenean and a Corinthian, one of

whom enumerated his riches, while the other dif-

played a long lift of anceftors. The Cyrenean

appeared offended at the oftentation of his neigh-

bour, while the latter laughed at the pride of the

Cyrenean.

I likewife faw an Ionian, who with very r^ode-

rate abilities had fucceeded in a negociation con-

fided to him by his country. He had in his fa-

vour that refpedl which fools always entertain for

upftarts. One of his friends left him to whifpei

me in the ear, that he never could have thought

it fo cafy to become a great man.

Not far from thence was a fophift, holding a

^ Pint. Apophth. I.aeon. t. ii. p. 235.
* Plin.lib. 35, cap. 9, t. ii. p. 69 1.
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vefTel filled with perfumes, and a large comb, as if

going to the baths. After laughing at the imper-

tinence of others, he mounted on one of the fides of

the temple of Jupkcr, placed himfelf in the middle

of the colonnade^, and from that elevated ftation

cried out to the people : You fee this ring, I engraved

it; this vefTel and comb I made myfelf; my bufkins,

my cloke, my tunic and fafh, are all of my own

workmanlhip. I am ready to read to you heroic

poems, tragedies, dithyrambics, and all kinds of

works in profe and verfe, which I have compofed

on all forts of fubjefts. I am ready to difcourfe

on mufic and grammar. Here I Hand, in fine, to

anfwer all forts of queftions ?

.

Whilfl this fophiil v/as fo complacently exhibit-

ing his inordinate vanity, painters were expofing

to the public eye their newly-finiflied pictures ^,

and rhapfodifts fang fragments of Homer and of

Hefiod : one of them gave us a whole poem of

Empedocles^ Poets, orators, philofophers, and

hiftorians, had ftationed themfelves in the peri-

ftyles of the temples, and in all the moft confpicu-

ous places, and recited their produdions ^
: fomc

treated en moral fubisdls, others pronounced culo-

' Philoftr. Vit. Apoll. lib. 4, cap. 31, p. 170.

g Plat. Hipp. t. i. p. 363 et 36S.

*> Lucian. in Kerod. cap. 4, t. i. p. 834.
' Athene lib. 14, cap. 3, p. 620.

^ Lucian. ibid. cap. 3. Plut. Rhet. Vit. t. ii. p. 836. Pau-

fan. lib. 6, cap. 17, p. 495, &c. Philollr. Vit. Soph.lib. i^

cap. 9, p. 493» &c.
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gies on the Olympic games, or their refpefLive

countries, or on princes to whom they were hum-

ble fuitors for prdtcdlion ^

About thirty years fmce, Dionyfius, tyrant of

Syracule, was defirous to attract the admiration of

this afTembly. Under the dire6lion of his brother

Thearides, he fent a folemn deputation, laden with

offerings for Jupiter-, feveralchariotswithfourhorfes

to contend for the prize in the hippodromus ; a

great number of rich tents, which were erecfbed in

the country ; and a multitude of able declaimers,

publicly to recite the poetry he had compofed.

The abilities and harmonious voices of thefe per-

formers at firft engaged the attention of the Greeks,

already. piepofTefred by fuch magnificent prepa-

rations •, but foon wearied with thh infipid ha-

ranguing, they vented the moft bitter farcafms

againll Dionyfius, and carried their attempt fo far

as to throw down and pillage his tents. To complete

his difgrace, his chariots ran out of the courfe, or

were daflied to pieces againft each other, and the

veffel which carried bad: this pompous train was

thrown by a tempefc on the coafl; of Italy. Whilft: it

was faid in the city of Syracufe that the vcrfcs of

Dionyfius had entailed ill fortune on the de-

claimers, the horfes and the fliip, the courtiers

infifted that envy was the infeparable coxicomi-

M ' • '• i

. . —__^—

,

' Plut. Rhet. Vit. t. ii. p. 845,

Gga
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rant of trc-nfcendent abilities •". Four years after,

Dicnyfius fent new prcdudtions, and more able re-

citers, but they failed ftiil m ored»irgracefully than

the former. At this intelligence he fell into the

moft violent paroxyfms of phrenfy •, and having

nothing to folace his affliction but the refource

of tyrants, he banifhed fome of his fubjecls, and

ftruck Oif the heads of others".

We afiiduoufly attended the leftures which were

given at Olympia, The prefidents of the games

fometimes attended, and the people crowded to

hesr them. One day, while they v/ere liftening

with more than ordinary attention, the name of

Polydamas en a fudden refounded on all fides,

and moil of the auditors ran to fee him. He
was a Theffalian athleta, cf prodigious fize and

ftrength. It is told of him, that being unarmed

on Mount Olympus, he beat dov/n an enormous

lion J
that having feized a furious bull, the ani-

mal could only elcape by leaving part of his hoof

in the hands of the athleta ; and that the ftrongcft

horfes were unable to move a chariot when he held

it with a fingle hand. He had gained feveral

vidtories at the public games, but arriving too late

at Olympia, was precluded from the competition.

We afterwards learnt the tragical end of this ex-

° Diod. Sic, lib. 14, p. 318.
* Id. ibid. p. 332.
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traordinary man. Having entered a cave ^vith

fome of his friends to Iheiter himfelf from the

heat, the ground above opened, and his friends

made their efcape ; but Polydamas attempting to

fuftain the mountain was crulhed to death ° *.

The greater the difficulty men find to diftinguifh

themfclves in polilhed nations, the more reftlefs does

their vanity become, and the more capable is it ofpro-

ceeding to abfurd excefics. In anotherjourney which

I made to Olympia, 1 faw a piTyfician of Syracufe

named Menecrates, attended by feveral of the pa-

tients he had cured, and with whom he previoufly

ftipulated that they fliould follow him wh^'-ever he

went P. One appeared v/ith the attributes of Her-

cules, another with thofe of Apollo, and others

again with thofe of Mercury or iEfculapius ; while

he, clad in a purple robe, with a golden crown on

his head, and a fceptre in his hand, prefented him-

felf, to the admiration of the public, under the

name of Jupiter, and travelled through different

countries efcorted by thcfe counterfeit deities. He
once wrote the following letter to the king of

Macedon :

" Menecrates - Jupiter to Philip, greeting.

Thou reigneft in Macedonia, and I in rr:edicinc;

thou givcft death «o thofe who are in good heakh

* Paulaii. p. 463.
* St;e note at the end of the volurae.

' Athen. lib. ^, cap. 10, p. 289.
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I reftore life to the fick •, thy guard is compofed

of Macedonians ; the gods themfelves conftitute

mine." Philip anfvvered him in a word, that he

wifhed him reftored to reafon *. Learning fome

time after that he was in Macedon, Philip fcnt for

him, and invited him to an entertainment. Me-

necrates and his companions were placed on rich

and lofty couches ; before which was an altar,

covered with the firfl fruits of the harveft; and

whilfl; an excellent repaft was ferved up to the

other guefts, perfumes and libations only were

offered to thefe new gods, who, unable to endure

the affront, haftily left the palace, in which they

never more made their appearance.

Another anecdote will ferve to depift in no lefs

ftriking colours the manners of the Greeks, and the

frivolity of their charadler. Eight years ago an

affray happened within the facred precindl, during

the celebration of the games. The people of Pifa

had ufurped the direftion of the games '
-f-
from

the Eleans, who endeavoured to recover their

rights. Both parties, fupported by their refpedlive

allies, ente.ed the enclofure, and a fliarp and

bloody contefl enfued. The numberlefs fpedla-

tors who had affembled at the fefiival, and who

* Plutarch (Apophth. Lacon. t. 11. p. 213) attributes this

anfwer to Ai^^cfilaus, to whom, according to him, the letter was
aJdrefTcd.

P f Paufan. lib, 6, cap. 4, p. 460.
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were mofl of them crowned with garlands, raTiged

themfelves around the field of battle to fee the

fight, without feeming to be more interefted on

the occafion than by the combats of the athlctie,

and alternately applauded with the fame ardour the

fuccefs of either party '.

It now "remains for me to fpeal: of the exercifes

which require m.ore fbrength than the preceding,

fuch as wrefliing, boxing, the pancratium, and

the pentathlon or quinquertium. Without obfcrv -

ino; the regular fucceflion of diefe combats, I fhall

begin with wrefliing.

In this exercife, the flruggle is to bring the ad-

verfary to the ground, and 'force him to acknow-

ledge himfelf vanqulllied. The candidates, to the

number of {even, reniained in an adjoining por-

tico until they v/erc called at noon '. Seven bil-

lets were thrown into a box placed before the pre-

fidents ^ : two of them marked with the letter A,

two with the letter B, two wit^ a C, and the

feventh with a D. After (baking them in the box,

each athleta drew out his, and one of tlie prefi-

dents njatched the two who had drawn the fame

letter. Thus there were three pair of wreftlers,

and the feventh was refervcd to combat the con-

'' Xenoph. Hift. Gnec. lib. 7, p. 639. Died. Sic. lib. 15,

P-387-
> Pliiloftr. Vit. ApoU. lib. 6, cap. 6, p. 23 j.

' Lucian. in Hermot. cap. 40, t. i. p. 783. Fabr. lib. r,

cap. 24.
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querors of the others ^ They dripped off all their

clothes, and being rubbed with oil ", rolled them-

felves in the du(t, to give their antagonifts a better

holu '.n grappling *.

A Theban and an Arglve immediately advanced

into the iUdium j they approached, and, after eyeing

each other, began the onlet by grappling with their

arms. Now reft ng againft each other's ioreh.ad ',

they pufhed with equ.l ftrength ; then for a while

feeii-ied motionlefs, and again exhaufted themfelves

with ineffectual efforts; now fhaking their whole

bodies with the moft violent agitations, they inter-

twined their linbs like ferpents, ftretching them

out an- : contrading them alternately ; and now

they wr.th'cd rhemiclves into every attitude, back-

ward, forward, and on e^ch fide % while a copious

fweat flowed from their enfeebled Tmbs. They

then tooli a fhort breathing, but prefently grafp-

ing each other by the middle, after frefli exertions

of ftratagem and force, the Theban lifted up his ad-

yerfary ; but, finking beneath his v^^eight, they fall,

roll. in the dufc, and each is uppermoft in his turn.

At length the Theban, locking faft the legs and

arms of his opponent, prevented him from moving,

and, keeping him under, feized him by the throat,

t JnliMi. Casfar. p. 317.
« Fabr. Agon. lih. 2, cip. 5.

« Lncian in Anacli. t ii. p.910.

y Id. ibid. p. 884. ,

« Mem. de i'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. iii. p. 237.
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until he lifted his hand in token of defeat^. This

is not enoLV_h however to obtain the crown ; the

victor mud r^ive his antaf^onifl- at leaft two tall? *,

and in general the conteft is extended to three '^.

The Argive had tiie advantage in the fecond

ftruggle, and the Theban refumed his luperiority

in the third.

^ After the two other pairs of wreftlers had finifli-

ed their combats, the vanquifhed withdrew, over-

whelmed with fhame and grief''. There remained

three vidlors, an Agrigentine, an Ephefian, and

the Theban. A Rhodian likewife remained who

had drawn the feventh lot. He had the alvantape

of entering frefh into the lifts, but could not gain

the prize withotit being more than once vidlo-

rious^ He triumphed over the Agrigeniine, and

was thrown by the Ephefian, vi'ho being worded

by the Theban, the latter carried off the p.lm.

Thus a firft victory muft be followed by others ;

and in a competition of feven athletae it may fo

happen, that the victor may be obliged to wreftle

witli four antagoniftsf, and have with each of

them three feparate onfets.

The wreftler is not allowed to give his adver-

" Fabr. Agon. lib. i, cap. 8.

*> Mem. dc I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. iii. p. 250.
' yF.ichyl. in Eumen. V. 392. Schol. ibid. Plat, in Euthyd.

i, p. 277, &c.
J I'iiid. Olymp. 8, V. 90.
* i'i^khyl. in Chocph. v. 866.
f Pind. Olymp. 8, v. 90.
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lary any bIo\v3 ; in pugilliftic cxercifes the con-

teft is confined to ftriking. Eight athletas pre-

fented themfelves to the judges, and v/ere match-

ed, like the wreftlers, by lot. They had their

heads covered with brafs caps s, and their clofed

hands were bound with a Tort of gauntlet formed

of leathern thongs twilled in every direction''.

The attacks were as various as the accidents

that followed them. Sometimes we faw two

boxers make* different fhifts to keep the fun

from their eyes, pafs whole hours in obferving

each other, and watching the moment when the

adverfary fhould leave any part of his body ex-

poied ', holding their arms uplifted, and fo

ftretched as to cover the head, and rapidly mov-

ing them to keep the enemy from approaching ''.

Sometimes they fet to with fury, and made their

bodies quiver with a fhowcr of blows. Some we

fiw who^ miffing a blow darted at their enemy,

fell violently with their v/hole weight on the

ground, and defperately bruifed their bodies

;

others vvho, fpent v^ith fatigue, and covered with

mortal wounds, fuddenly rofe, and acquired new

ftrength from defpair-, others again carried off

from the field of battle * with not a feature of their

s Eiiftath. in Iliad. 23, p. 1324, li'gn. 38.
'» Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. iii. p. 267.
' Lutian. de Calumn. t. iii. p. 139.
•^ M^m. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr, t. iii. p. 273.
Anthol. lib. 2, cap. i, epigr. 14.

8
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faces to be diftinguifhed, and no other fign of life

but the blood which they vomited in copious

ftreams.

I Ihuddered at the fight of this fpcctacle •, but

ftill more lively were my feelings when I beheld

children initiated in this cruel art™: for they

are called to the combats of wreftling and the

ceftus prior to thofe of the grown men '. The

Greeks neverthelefs enjoyed thcfe fcenes of hor-

ror, and by tlieir Ihouts animated thefe wretches,

exafperated as they were againll each other °. Yet

are the Greeks gentle and humane ! Certainly the

gods made us a very fatal and humiliating prefent,

when they bellowed on us the power of accuftom-

ing ourfelves to every thing, even fo as to make a

fport of barbarity as well as vice.

The cruel exercifes to which thefe children are

brought up, exhaull them at fo early an age, that

in the lift of victors at the Olympic games we

fcarcely find more than two or three who have

gained the prize in their infancy, and again in a

more advanced time of life *.

In the other exercifes it is eafy to decide on the

fuccefs ; but in boxing this can only be deter-

mined by one of the combatants acknowledging

" Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 8, p. 395 ; lib. 6, cap. I, p. 452,
" Pint. Sympof. lib. 2, cap. 5, p. 639.
• Fabr. Agon. lib. 2, cap. 30.

p Ariitot. de Rep. lib. B, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 453.
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his defeat. So long as he has any ftrength re-

maining he never defpairs of the vi<5tory, as it may

depend on his efforts and firmnefs. We were told

that one of thefe men having his teeth broken by

a dreadful blow, fwallowed them ; and that his

antagonift, finding this ftroke ineffedtual, defpaired

of fuccefs, and owned himfelf vanquifhed ^.

It is this hope that makes the athleta conceal

his pain under a menacing and fierce countenance,

and frequently rifle his life, nay fometimes actually

expire % notwiiliftanding the attention of the vic-

tor, and the feverity of the laws, which prohibit

the latter from killing his adyerfary, under pe-

nalty of forfeiting the crown \ But if they efcapc

this danger, mofl of them are lamed for life, or

disfigured by fears . Hence it is, that this is the

ieaft efbeemed of any of the exercifes, and is al-

moft wholly abandoned to the lower clafTes of the

people ".

But thefe hardy and ferocious men fupport

blows and wounds more eafily than the heat which

overpov/ers tlicm ^
; for theie combats take place

in the hotteft part of Greece, in the fcafon of the

year, and at the hour of the day, when the rays

1 ^tiian. Var. IT.iil. lib. lo, cap. 19.
" Schol. Pind. (Jlymp. 5, v. 34.
* Paufan. lib. 6, cap 9, p. 474.
* Ant''ol. lib. 2, cap. i, epigr. i et 2.

^ Ifocv. de i iVn's, p. 437,
*^ Cicer. cle Clait Or^i. cap. 6y, t. i. p. 394.
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of the fun are fo ardent as to be aimoft intoler:.ble

to the rpeftators y.

It was at a time when they fhone with redoubled

violence, that the combat of the pancratium be-

gan, an exercife compoled of boxing and wreft-

ling *, with this difference, that the athle^se are

not to feize the body, their hands are not armed

with gauntlets, and give lefs dangerous blows.

The adioa was foon terminated -, a Sicyonian,

named Softratus, a champion celebrated for the

number of prizes he had won, and the ftrength

and fkill which had procured them, had arrived

the preceding day^. The greater part of tlie

combatants yielded up all pretenfions to the

crown as foon as he appeared '', and the others

on the firft trial-, for in thofe preliminary effays,

in which the athlcr.ie try their ftrength by taking

each other's hands, he fqueezed and twifted the

fingers of his adverfaries with fuch violence as in-

ftantly to decide the vidtory in his favour.

The athletas I have mentioned exercifed them-

felvcs only in this way •, thofe of whom I am

about to fpeak were verfed in every fpecies of

combat : for the pentathlon comprifes not only

y Arillot. Problem. 38, t.ii. p. 837. jElian. Var. Hift. lib. i4»

cap. 18.

z Arirtot. de Rhet. t. ii. p. 524. Plut. Sytnpof.lib. 2, cap, 4,

t.il. p. 628.
• Paufan. lib. 6, cap, 4, p. 460.
fc Philon. de eo quod deter, p. 160.
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foot racing, wreftling, boxing, and the pancra-

tium, but leaping and throwing the quoit and

javelin^.

In the latter exercife it is only necelTary to dart

the javtlin, and hit the mark. Quoits are pieces

of flone or metal, of a lenticular form, that is to

fay, round, and thicker in the middle than at the

edges, very heavy, and with a poliilied furtace,

which renders them extremely dimcult to hold^.

Three of thcfe are kept at Olympia, and pro-

duced at the games ^
; one of them is perforated

to introduce a flrap ^ The athleta ftands on

a little eminences thrown np in the ftadium,

and holding the quoit in his hand, or whirling it

round by means of a fling ^, launches it with all

his ftrength, till it falls at lengthy and rolls along,

the courfe. The place where it Hops is marked,

and the objed of the antagonifls is to go be-

yond it.

The fame advantage mud be gained in leaping,

all the motions or which exercife are executed to the

found of the flute '. The athlets hold balance-poles

in their hands, which enable them, as they pretend.

« Mem, de I'Acad. des Bell. Letti". t. iii. p. 320.
^ fd. ibid. p. 334..

' Pa-ifan.lib. 6, cap. ig, p. 498.
f Eiifhitli. in Iliad. 8, p. 1 -91.

g Pliilolh". Icon. lib. i, cup. 24, p. "98.

h Homer. Iliad, lib. 23, v. 840; OdyfT. lib. 8, v. 1 89.

» Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 7, p. 392 j cap. 17, p. 421.
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to leap a greater diflance^. Some of them jump

upwards of fifty feet ^ ''.

The athletic who difpute the prize of the pen-

tathlon mud have triumphed, at leaft, in the'three

firft contefts they had undertaken "*. Though un-

able to enter the lifts individually with the athletae

of each particular profcrfllon, they are held never-

thelefs in high eftimation ", fince, by applying

themfelves to give the body all the ftrength, fup-

plenefs, and aftivity of which it is capable, they

accomplifh every objcd propofed in the inftitution

of the gymnaftic games.

The laft day of the feftival was fet apart to

crown the vi6tors°. This ceremony, fo glorious

fdt them, was performed in the facred wood ••,

and preceded by pompous facrifices. When finilh-

ed, the vi6tors repaired, in the retinue of the pre-

fident.s of the games, to the theatre, 'drefTed in

^ Aiiftot. Preblcm. 5, t. il. p. 709 ; de Animal. Ince/T. cap. 3,

t. i. p. 374. raufan. lib. 5, cap. 26, p. 4^6. Lucian. deGymnal".

t. ii. p. 909.
' EuHuth. in Odyf. lib. 8, t, iii. p. 1)9'. Schol. Arifloph.

in Acharn. v. 2 13.
* 47 French feet 2 inches (5ofcet2 inches Englifli).

»» Plut. Sympol". lib. 9, t. ii. p. 738. I'aufan. lib. 3, cap. 1 1,

p. 232.
" Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell, Lcttr. t. ii. p. 322.
" Schol. Find, in Olymp. 3, v. 33. Id. in Olymp. 5, v. 14,

p. 56,
P Philoftr. Vit, Apoll. lib. 8, cap. 18.
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rich habits^, and holding pulms in their hands

^

They marched, intoxicated with joy% to the

found of flutes \ and furrounded by an immenfe

multit\ide, who made the air ring with their ap-

plaufcs. Other athlete next made their appear-

ance mounted on horfes and in chariots. Their

ftateiy courfers, adorned wiih flowers ", difplayed

themlelves with all the pride of vi6tory, and feemed

to p.irticip.ite in the triumph.

When they "arrived at the theatre, the prefi-

dents of the games ordered the chorufTes to begin

the hymn formerly compofed by the poet Archi-

lochus, to exait the glory of the victors, and

heighten the fplendour of the ceremony ". After

the lurrounding multitude had joined, at each

chorus, their voices to thofe of the muficians,

the herald arofe, and proclaimed, that Porus, a na-

tive of Sicyon, had gained the prize of the fta-

dium. This athleta then prefented himfelf to the

chief of the prefidents^, v/ho placed on his head

a crown of v/ild olive, gathered, like all thofe dif-

*l Luciari. in Demon, t. ii. p. 382.

Pint. Sympof. lib. 8, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 723. Vitruv. Prscfat.

lib. o, p. 1 7?.

* Pind. Olymp. 9, v. 6.

» P:i'iian. lib. 5, p. 3.2.
* Pind. Olymp. 3, v. 10.
* Id. Olymn. 9, V. i. Schol. Ibid.

y Id. Olymp. 3, V. 21,

tributed
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tributed at Olympia, from a tree growing behind

the temple of Jupiter ^, and which, from the ufe

to which it is applied, is become an objedl of pub-

lic veneration. At this moment all the expref-

fions of joy and admiration, with which he was

honoured at the moment of viiStoty, were renewed

with fuch ardour and profufion, that Porus appeared.

to me to have attained the utmolt fummit of hu-

man glory '"'. In this light indeed is he viewed

by the whole aflembly, and I no longer felt any

furprife at the difficulties and labour to which the

athlctse fubmit, nor at the extraordinary er^^ds

this concert of applaufes has more than once pro-

duced. We were told that, on a fimilar occafion,

the lage Chilo expired with joy while embracing

his fon who had juft gained the vi6lory ^, and

that the whole affcmbly at tiie Olympic games

made a point of attending at his funeral. In the

bft century, added our informants, a fiiil more in-

terelting fcene was witnefTed by our fathers.

Diagoras of Rhodes, who to his iliuftrious

birth had added the glory of a vidory gained at

our games •=, brought two of his Ions hither, who
became candidates and merited the crown''. No

'• Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 15, p. 41^.
=> Piiul. Olyinp. 3, v. 77. iSchol. ibid.

^ DIogen. Liicrt. lib. i, cap. 72. Plin, lib. 7, tap. 52, t. i.

P- 394-
* Find. Olymp. 7.

^ Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 7, p. 469.
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fooner did they receive it, than they placed it on

the head of their father, and, lifting him on their

Ihoulders, bore him in triumph through the midft

of the fpedlators, who threw flowers over him,

fome of them e::claiming : Die, Diagoras ; for

thou haft nothing more to \wiih ^. The old man,

overcome by his happinefs, expired in the fight of

the aflembly impreffed with the livelieft emotions

at the fcene, and bathed with the tears of his

children who prefled him in their arms ^

Thefe commendations beftowed on the viftors

are fometimes difturbed, or rather honoured, by

the impotent rage of envy. On fome occafions I

heard hilfes mingled with the public acclamations,

proceeding from individuals born in the cities

hoftile to thole of which the conquerors were na-

tives ^.

Thefe tokens of jealoufy I faw fucceeded by

other not lefs remjarkable inftances of generofity

or adulation. Some of the fuccefsful candidates

at the horfe and chariot races had other perfons

proclaimed in their ftead, whofe favour they were

courting, or for whom they entertained a friend-

fliip ^. The athlete who triumph at the other

* Ciccr. Tufcul. lib. I, cap. 46, t. ii. p. 272.

t.l.p. 297.
' Aul. Gell. lib. 3, cap. 15.

f Plut. Lacon. Apoplith. t. ii. p. 230.
* Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 103.

Flut. in Pelap.



A N A C H A R S I S. 467

games, having it not in their power to transfer

that honour, find means however to gratify

their avarice, by calling tiiemfelves natives of a

city from which they have received prefents ' at

the time of proclamation, thus rifking the danger

of banifhment from their real country, whofe

glory they have facrificed ''. Dionyfius, king of

Syracufe, who found it eafier to render his capital

illuftrious than to beftow on it happinefs, more

than once fent emiflaries to Olympia, to engage

the viftors at the games to declare themfelves

Syracufans ' : but as honour is not to be pur-

chafed with money, it was as difgraceful for him

to have corrupted fome, as to have been unable to

corrupt others.

Bribery is often employed to get rid of a for-

midable competitor, to induce him to yield the

viflory by not exerting his Itrength "", or to tempt

the integrity of the judges; but the athletse con-

victed of thefe intrigues are fcourged with rotis ",

or fentenced to heavy penalties. We fee at Olym-

pia many brazen ftatues of Jupiter, erefled with

the fums arifing from thefe fines. The nature of

' Panfan. Hb. 6, cap. 459 ct ^81.
^ Id. ibid. p. 497.
' Id. ibid. p. 4S'5«
»" Id, lib. 5, cap. 2 I , p. 430 €t 434.
" Thucyd. lib. 5, cap. 50. Paufan. lib. 6, cap. a, p. 454,

Philoftr. Vit. Apolion. lib. 5, cap. 7, p. 192.

Hh2 1
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the oflence and the names of the delinquents arc

perpetuated by infcriptions °.

On the day of their coronation, the viftors of-

fered up facrifices by way of thanklgiving'*.

They were enrolled in the public archives of the

Eleans ^, and magnificently entertained in one of

the halls of the prytaneumr. The following

days they themfelv^es gave entertainments, the

pleafure of which was heightened by mufic and

dancing ^ Poetry was next employed to immor-

talize their fame, and fculpture to rcprefent them

-in marble or- in brafs, feme in the very attitude

in which they had gained the victory \

According to ancient cuftcm thefe men, already

loaded with honours on the fcene of aflion, re-

turn into their country with all the pageantry of

triumph ", preceded and followed by a numerous

train, clothed in a purple robe % and fometimes

enter the city in a chariot drawn by tv/o or four

horfes f, through a breach made in the walls ='.

• Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 2
1 , p. 430,

p Schol. Find, In Olymp. 5, p. 56.
•I PaufaH. ibid. p. 43.2 et 466.
" Id. ibid. cap. 75, p. 416-
» PJnd. Olynip. o, v. 6; Olymp. 10, v, 92. Schol. p. 116,

Atheti. lib. I, cap. 3, p. 3. .Plut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 196.
' Paufan. ibid. cap. 27, p. 450 ; lib. 6, cap. 13, p. 483. Nep.

In Chabr. cap. 12. Fabr. Agon. lib. 2, cap. 20.
" Mem= de PAcad. des Eell. Lettr. t. i. p. 274.
^ Ariltoph. in Nub. v. 70. Schol. Theocr. in Idyl. 2, v. 74.
y Vitruv. Pi-grf. lib. 9, p. 173. Dind. Sic. lib. 13, p. 204.
* Plut. Sympof. lib. 2, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 639.

8
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A native of Agrigentum in Sicily, named ExEene-

tus ^, is recorded to have appeared in that city in

a magnificent chariot, followed by a great number

of others, among which were three hundred, each

of them drawn by two white horfes.

In certain places the vid:ors have a competent

fubfillence furniflied them by the public treafury ^
;

in others they are exempt from ail taxes : at La-

cedccmon they have the honour to combat near the

king'^ in the day of battle , ahPiOft every where they

have precedency at the local games*^ ; and the title of

Olympic victor, added to their names, enlures them

an attention and refpecl which conflitute the hap-

pinefs of their future lives '^.

Some, in gratitude for tlic diftindlions they have

received, recompenfe the horles which have pro-

cured them ; they fecure to them a comfortable

old age, give them an honourable burial \ and

fometimes even ercdl pyramids over their graves *.

= Diod. Sic. lib. 13, p. 204.
'' Timocl. ap. Athen. lib. 6, cap. 8, p. 237. DIogcn. Laert.

in Solon, lib. i, ^ 55. Plut. in Arillid. t. i. p. 335.
' Plut. in Lycurg. t. i. p. 53. Id. Sympof. lib. 2, cap. 5, t.ii.

p. 639.
^ Xenophan. ap. Athen. lib. 10, cap. 2, p. 414.
* Pint, dc Rep. lib. ^, t. ii. p. 465 ct 466.
f Htrodot. lib. 6. cap. 103. Plut. in Caton. t. i. p. 339.

.'F-lian. de Animal, lib. 12, cap. lo.

s Plin. lib. 8, cap. 42.

Hh 3
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CHAP. XXVI. Page 25.

On the Games in which Children were exercifed.

J. HESE games ferved to imprefs on their memory the

method of calculating certain permutations : they learnt,

for inftance, that 3 numbers, or 3 letters, were capable

of being combined in 6 different ways; 4 in 24 ways,

5 in 120, 6 in 720, and fo on, multiplying the fum of

the given combinations by the fucceeding number.

SAME CHAP. Page 32.

On the Letter of Ifocrates to Demonicus.

OOME learned critics have alleged that this letter is

not by Ifocrates j but their opinion is founded only on

flight conjedtures. See Fabricius {a), and the Memoirs of

the Acadcmie ties Belles Lettres {b).

f') Bibl. Grxc. t. i. p. 90J.

(i>J T.xii. Hill. p. 183.

H h 4
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SAME CHAP. Page 37.

On the Word Nov?, Underftanding, Intelligence.

J. T appears that this word originally fignified fight. In

Homer the word Now fometifries means, I fee {c). The

fame fignification is retained in the word crp'voia, which the

Romaics have rendered by Provljw^ Providentia. Hence

Ariftode fays, that inteliigence or Noj),- is to the foul what

fight is to the eye {d).

SAME CHAP. Page 38.

On the "Words Wifdom and Prudence,

y^ENOPHON, after Socrates (^), gives the name of

wifdom to the virtue which Ariftotlc here calls prudence.

Plato likewife gives it occafionally in the fame accepta-

tion (f) j and prior to both thefe philofophers, Arehytas

had faid that prudence is the knowledge of what is ufeful

to man {g).

(r) Iliad, lib. •;, V. 21, 30, &c.

(d) Topic, lib. I, cap. 17,1. i.p, igz.

M Mcmor. lib. 3, p. 778.

{/) In l-'.uthyd. t. i. p. 281.

Xg) Stub. lib. I, p. 15.
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SAME CHAP. Page 39.

On the Conformity in feveral Points of Doctrine

between the Athenian and Pythagorean Schools.

Aristotle fays (/.), tlutPlato borro.ved from the

Pythagoreans part of his doftrinc concerning principles.

From them i'lfo Aritlotle took the idea of that ingenious

fca'.e, in which he placed each virtue between two vices,

the one erring by defect, the other by excefs. bee what

Thcagcs has faid on the fubjact (/).

SAME CHAP. Page 49.

On an Exprefllon of the Pythagoreans.

X H E S E philofophers obf^^rving that every thing which

is the object of the fenles fuppofcs generation, increafe,

and deilruiSiion, faid that all things have a beginning, -a

middle, and an end (/). Hence Archytas had afTerted be-

fore Plato, that the fage advancing by the right path

arrives at God, who is the principle, the middle, and the

end of whatever is juft (/).

(A) Mctapkyf. lib. I, cap. 6, t. ii. p. 847.

(/) Ap. Stab. Serm I, p. u.

(*) Arift. deCgjl. lib. I, cap. i, t. i. p. 431. Serv.in Virg. edog. 8, v. 75.

(/) Lib. de Sapient, in Opufc. Mythol. p. ^34.
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CHAP. XXVII. Page 65.

On the Chord named Proflambanomenos.

1 1-1 AVE chofen B for the firfl degree of this fcale, and

not the proflambanomenos A, as the writers pofterior to

the time of thefe converfations have done. The filence

of Plato, Ariftotle, aivJ Ariftoxenus, convinces me that in

their time the prodambanomenos was not yet introduced

into the mufical fyftem. .

SAME CHAP. Page 72.

On the Number of Tetrachords introduced into

the Lyre.

ArISTOXENUS fpeaks of five tetrachords, which

formed in his time the grand fyftem of the Greeks. It

appears to me that this fyftem was not extcnfive in the

days of Plato and Ariftotle ; but as Ariftoxenus was a

fcholar of Ariftotle, I thought I might venture to advance

that this multiplication of tetrachords began to be intro-

duced in the tinie of the latter.

SAME CHAP. Page 78.

On the Number of Notes or Charaders employed

in ancient Mufic.

jVl, BURETTE (/') pretends that the ancients had

1620 notes or figns toexprefs mufical founds, as well for the

(/) Mem. deJAcad. t. v. p. i8a.
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fcale of voices as for that of inftruments. He adds that,

after fevera! years application, the performer could fing or

folfa on all the tones and in all the genera, accompanying

the voice with the lyre. M. RoufTeau (j^) and M. Du-
clos (/) have afierted the fame thi njz; after M. Burette.

The latter has not given us his calculation, but we may

fee in what manner he has deduced it. He begins fromi

the time when there were fifteen modes. In each mode
each of the eighteen firings of the lyre had two appro-

priate fpecies of charader, one for the voice, the other for

the inftrument, which made thirty-fix notes for each mode :

now there were fifteen modes ; multipl) ing 36 therefore by

15, we (hall have 540. Each mode, accordingly as it was

executed in one of the three genera, had different notes :

the number 540 then muft be again multiplied by 3, which

produces 1 620.

M. Burette did not recoUedl that in a lyre of eighteen

firings eight of them were fixed, and confequently re-

tained the fame appropriate figns for whatever genus the

lyre was mounted.

It appears to me, that the notes employed in the three

genera of each mode amounted in all to 33 for the voice,

and to the fame number for inftruments, making a total of

6fe. Let us now multiply the number of notes by that of

the modes, that is to fay, 66 by 15, and, inflead of the 1620

notes which M. Burette fuppofes, we fhall have only 990 j

495 for vocal, and as many for inflrumental muuc.

Notwithftanding this reduction, we cannot h:it be afto-

nifhed, at firft fight, at this greal number of characters for-

merly employed in muliC, forgetting how \'cry numerous

they are even with ourfelves, fincc our ki ys, our fharps, and

flats change the import of a note placed oneaLii line and at

(k) Dift. de Muf. il"- rt. Koies.

(i) Mem. de I'Acad. t. xxi . p. 202.
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each interval. The Greeks had more than we have, their

icale required confequently rather more fludy than ours.

But I am far from thinking with M. Burette, that whole

years were neCefTary to render it familiar.

SAME CHAP. Page Sg.

On the Doric and Phrygian Harmonics.

x\UTHORS are not perfectly agreed refpecting the

chara£ler of the Phrygian harmony. According to Piato

it w.'s more tranquil than the Doric, infpired moderation,

and was I'uitable to devotion {m). According to Ariltotk,

it was turbulent ar.d fitted for enthufiafm («). Ke quotes

the airs of Olympus {o), which fiiled the foul with a divine

fury. Yet Olyrnpus had compofed on this mode a Nemos

for thie fage Minerva (/>). Hyagnis, ftill more ancient

than Olympus, and author of fcveral facred hymns, always

employed in them the Phrygian harmony {q).

SAME CH A P. Page 91.

Of the Character of Mufic in its Origin.

X LUT APvCH fays that the muficians of his time

made vain attempts to imitate the manner of Orpheus.

The celebrated Tartini exprefTes himfelf in the fame terms

when fpeaking of the ancient chants and hymns of the

(w) De Rep. lib. ^, t. ii. p. 399.
{n) Id. ibid. lib. 8, t. ii. p. 459.
(0) P. 455.
ip) Ptut de Muf. t. ii. p. ri4j.

(y) Mem. ds I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. x. p. 257.
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church ; Bifopm^ fays he, confejfar certamente cffcrvene qu.il-

cheduna {CantiLna) talmente plena di gavitUy maej-.d^ e

dolccT.'z.a cong'iunta a fommfi Jimplicitd muficale, che no'i 7ti!fi-

derni duraremmo fatica molia per produrne di eguaii (r)*.

Sx\ME CHAP. Page 99.

On a fingular ExorefTion of Plato.O ft.

1 O juftify this expreflinn, wc muft recollecl the ex-

treme licentioufnefs v/hich prevailed in moft of the Gre-

cian republics in the days of Plato. After attacking infli-

tutiuns, to the obje£l of which it was a flranger, it fuc-

cefliveiy deftroyed the mod fc'.cred ties which connc6l the

body politic. The firft encroachment was to introduce

alterations in the hymns confecrated to the worfhip of the

gods, and the next ficp to fport with oaths tendered ia

their prefcnce (r). Some philofophers obfervinf this

general corruption, had the courage to advance, that in a

ftate governed ilill more by manners than by lav/s, the

fmalleft innovations arc attended with danger, as they are

foon likely to be followed by fiill greater. It was not

mufic alciic therefore which they wilhed to fecure from

innovation i the prohibition extended to the games, to pub-

lic exhibitions, to gymnaftic exercifes (t). Thefe ideas tio

were borrowed from the Egypiims. That people, or rather

thofe who s^overned them, jealous of maintaining their au-

thority, could conceive no better method to reprefs the

(r) Tartin. Trattat. di Muf. p. 144.

(•) It mult be confelTed, that there are forr.e Co full of grivity, majefly, and
fwcetnefs, conjoined with the m ;rt pcrfeil mufical fimplicity, that to e<jual them
would certainly coft our modem compofcrs pfrodigiouj labour.

(t) Plat, de Leg. lib. 3, t. ii. p. yor.

(/) Plat, de Rep, lib. 4, t. ii. p. 4:4 ^ de Leg. t. ii. lib. 7, p. 797.
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reftlefTnefs of the minds of men than toarreft them in their

firft attempts at novelty : hence thofe laws which prohibit-

ed artiils from in the lead indulging their genius and fancy,

and obliged them fervilely to copy their predeceflbrs (u).

SAME CHAP. Page 104.

On the EfFefts of Mufic.

J. H E following is an obfervation of Tartini (x) :
" Mu-

fic is but the art of combining founds ; nothing now re-

mains of it but its material part, divefted of all that fpirit

with which it formerly was animated. By negleding thfe

rules which directed its operation to a fmgle point, its ob-

ject is now vague and general. If I experience from it

impreflions of joy or grief, they are wild and indefinita :

for the efFecSl of the art is perfe6l only when it is fpecific

and individual."

CHAP. XXXI. Page 189.

On the Commencement of the Cycle of Meton.

IRE day on which Meton placed the fummer fol-

ftice cGrrefponded with the 2'/th of June of our Julian

year ; and that on which he commenced his new cycle

with the 1 6th of July (y).

{u) Fiat lie Leg. lib. % t. ii. p. 65 >.

(x) Tartini, Tiatt. di Muf. p. i^i el 145.

(j) See Scnliger, de En-.ciui. Temp. lib. z, p. 77, Petav. de Daa. Temp.
t. i.p. 63, et \ ;.r. Diffeit. iih. 6, cap. lo, t. iii. p. ijj, Riccicl. Almag. t. i.

}. ••42. Fieict, Mem. de,i'.-.c»J. JesEcU. Uur. liiih t. xviii, p. I'x. Do^
well, &c.

,
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The 19 folar years of Meton contained 6940 days (z).

The 19 lunar years, together with their y intercalary

months, form 235 lunations, which, at 30 days each, give

7050 days : they were therefore longer than the former by

110 days. To render them equal, A4;.*ton reduced no
lunations to 29 days each, which left 694.0 days for the

19 lunar years (a).

SAME CHAP. Page ^93'

On the Length of the Solar and Lunar Years,

as determined by Meton.

JL I V E nineteenths of a day make 6 hours, 18 minutes,

56 feconds, 50 thirds, S^c. The folar year of Meton

therefore contained 365 days, 6 hours, 18', 56", 50'" ((^).

Our modern aftronomers compute it to contain -^65 days,

5 hours, 48', 43 or 45" {c). The difference between our

year and that of Meton is therefore 30 minutes and about

12 feconds.

The fynodical revolution of the moon was performed,

according to Meton, in 29 days, 12 hours, 45', 57", 26'",

&c. {(!). By modern obfervations it is performed in 29

days, 12 hours, 44.', 3", 10'", kc. (r). The lunar year of

Meton contained 354 days, 9 hours, i T, 29", 21'"', and

was (horter than the folar year by 10 days 21 hours, 7',

27'% 29" (/).

(ai) Cenfor, cap. i8.

(a) Gemiii. ap. Petav. t. iii. p. 23.

(') Petav. de Dofh Temp. t. i. p. 6i. Ricciol. Almag. lib. 4, p. 24.2.

{^c) De Lalande, Aihonom. t. i. p. 35. 13ai!l. Hift. de I'Allron. Anc. p. 448.
(rf) Petav. ibid. t. i. p. 62.

(c) De Lalande, ibid. t. ii. p. 291.

if) Pelav. ibid.
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SAME CHAP. Page 195.

On the Dials of the Ancients.

VV E may form fome idea of thefe dials from the follow-

ing exasnplc. Palladius Rutllius, who lived about the

fifth century after Chrift, and has left us a treatife on

agriculture, has placed at the end of each month a table,

in which is given the correfpondence of the divifions of the

day, with the different lengths of the fhadow of the gno-

mon {g). It muft be obferved, hrft, that this correfpondence

is the fame in the months equidiftant from the folftice, in

January and December, February and November, &c. j

2dly, that the length of the Ihadow is the fame for the

hours equidiflant from noon. The following is the table

for January.

XI.

X.

IX.

VIII.

VII.

This dial feems to have been adapted to the climate of

Rome. The pafTages I have citqd in the text prove that

firnilar ones were con{lru6ied for that of Athens. For fur-

ther particulars, the reader may confult the learned authors

who have written on the dials of the ancients (h).

(g) Pallad. ap. Script. Rei Ruft. t. ii. p. 905.

(/j) Salmaf. Exeicit. in Solin. t. i. p. 633. Cafaub. in Athen. lib. 6, cup. lO;

«t lib. 9, cap. 17. Petav. Var. Differt. t. iii. lib. 7, cap. 8.

Hours I. and

H. IT. and

H. III. and

H. IV. and

H. V. and

H. VI.

Feet 29.

F. 19.

F. IS-

F. 12.

F. 10.

F. 9-

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXIir. Page 222.

On the Voyages of Plato to Sicily.

jt^^LATO made three voyages to Sicily, the Tuft in the

reign of Dionyfius the elder, and the two others in that of

the younger Dionyfius, who afcended the throne in the

year 367 before Chrift.

The firft muft be placed in the year 389 before that

aera, fince Plato, on the one hand, fays that he was then

forty years of age (i) j and there is other evidence to prove

that he was born in the year 429 before Chrift (/(•).

The date of the two laft voyages has been determined

folely from an erroneous calculation of father Corfini, the

only learned modern perhaps v/ho has beftowed any atten-

tion on the fubjecfl. The following fa£ls will ferve to clear

up this point of chronology.

Plato journeyed into Sicily with a defign of effe(Sling a

reconciliation between Dion and the king of Syracufe.

He remained from twelve to fifteen months in that

country ; and, on his return, finding Dion at the Olympic

games, informed him of the bad fuccefs of his negociation.

'

Let us therefore determine the year in which thefe games

were celebrated, and we fiiall have the date of the laft

voyage of Plato. We might perhaps hefitate between

games of the 3c;4th, 305th, and 306th Olympiads, that is

between the years 364, 360, and 356 before Chrift : but

file following remark removes all difficulty.

In the firft months of Plato's refidence at Syracufe, there

(;) Plat. Epifl. t. iii. p. 324.

{jt) Corfini, Differt. ic Natal. Die. PLit. in Symbol. Litter, to). r\. p. 97. -

Vol. III. I i
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was a vlfible eclipfe of the fun (/). After his Interview

with Dion, the latter determined to attempt an expedition

into Sicily; and whilft he was embarking his troops at Za-

cynthus, there happened in the midlt of fummer a lunar

eclipfe, which terrified the foldiers (m). The Olympic

year in queftion therefore muft have been, ift, preceded

by a folar eclipfe, about a year before, and vifible at Syra-

cufe -, 2dly, it mud have been followed, one, two, or even

three years after, by an eclipfe of the moon happening in

the hottefl: part of the fummer, and vifible at Zacynthus.

Kow, on the 12th of May, 361 before Chrift, at four in the

afternoon, there was an eclipfe of the fun vifible at Syra-

cufe ; and on the 9th of Angufl:, 357 before Chrifl:, an

eclipfe of the moon, vifible at Zacynthus : hence it follows,

that the third voyage of Plato was in the fpring of 361,

and the expedition of Dion in the month of Auguft 357 :

and as it appears by the letters of Plato («), that only two

or three years had elapfed between the end of his fecond

voyage, and the beginning of the third, the fecond may

be placed in the year 364 before the Chrifliian 2era.

I have been led to this conclufion by a table of eclipfes,

for which I am indebted to M. de Lalande, and Vv'hich con-

tains all the folar and lunar eclipfes, the former as vifible at

Syracufe, the latter at Zacynthus, from the acceflion of the

younger Dionyfius to the throne, in the year 367, to the year

350 before Ch rid. The reader will perceive that any other

Olympic year but that of 360 would be inadequate to the

folution of the problem-. He will hence difcover likewife

a chronological error of father Corfini, which would rea-

, I ————

—

— .

(/) Piut. in Dion. t. i. p. 966.

(w) Id. ibid. p. '968.

(^») Plat. t. iii. epilt. 3, p. 3 17 ; epift. 7, p. 338.
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lily be perpetuated under the fanflion of his name, were

not care taken to corretil it.

This learned author fuppofes, as I alfo do, that Plato gave

an account of his la'! voyage to Dion a: the Olympic games

of the year 360 ; but he proceeds on a falfe fupponiion,

for, by referring to the pth of /\uguft of that year, the lunar

eclipfe v/hich happened in 357 he fixes for the year 360

and at an interval only of a few day«:, the expedition of

Dion and his interview with Plato at the Olympic game? (0).

This is not the place to refute the inferences he draws

from the erroneous calculation which he has made, or

which was made for him, of this eclipfe. Let us adhere

to certain fa(fts. The lunar eclipfe of the gth of Auo^uft

was unqneftionably of the year 357 ; the departure there-

fore of Dion for Sicily was in the month of Auguft 757.

His meeting with Plato was at the laft feftival of Olympia:

Plato then, on nis return from his third voyage, attended at

the Olympic games of the year 360. I could demonftrate

that the eclipfe juflifies on this occafion the chronology

ofDiodorus Siculus(/>); but it is time to conclude this

note.

CHAP. XXXIV. Page 261.

On the Names of the Mufes.

ILRATO fignifies the amiable ; Urania, the celejiial \ Cal-

liope may fignify elegance of language ; Euterpe, Jhe who

flcafeth j Thalia, lively joy, and efpeaaily thefejVroity of ban-

quets : Melpomene,_y2'^ who delightcth in fmging ; Polymnia,

(0) Corfin. •Diflcrt. de Nat. Die. Plat, in S; rribol. Liiter. vol. vi, p. 114.

(/>) Diod, Sic. lib. 16, p. 415.

I i 2
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multiplicity of fongs ; TerpCichore, Jhe Tvho deli^hteth in the

(lance -y Clio, glory.

SAME CHAP. Page 263.

On the Secret Outlets of the Cavern of Tro-

phonius.

l\ Short time after the journey of Anacharfis to Leba-

dea, one of the attendants of king Demetrius came to

confult that oracle. The priefts fufpe6ted his intentions.

He was feen to enter the cavern, but never to come out of

it. Some days after his body was thrown out of the cave,

by an outlet different from that by which it was commonly

entered [q).

SAME CHAP. Page 271.

On the Circumference of the City of Thebes,

In the poetical defcription of the ftate of Greece, by

Dicasarchus (/), the circumference of Thebes is faid to

be 43 ftadia, or one league and fomething more than a half.

In the profe defcription of the fame author (page 14.) we

are told that it was 70 ftadir., or two leagues and more than

a half This is fuppofed to be an error of the copyift in

the latter text. It may be as reafonably fuppofed that the

author in the firft paflage fpeaks of the circumference of

(j) Paufan. lib. 9, cap. 39, p. 792.

(r) Ap. Geograph, Min. t. ii. p. 7, v. 94 et 95,

s
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the lower town, and that in the fecond he includes the

citadel.

Dicaearchus is not fpcflting of the Thebes deftroycd by

Alexander, the Thebes mentioned in this work. But as

Paufanias afTures us (j) that Caflandcr, when he rebuilt it,

reftored its ancient walls, it appears that the ancient and

modern city were of the (amc circumference.

SAME CHAP. Page 273.

On the Number of Inhabitants at Thebes.

W E can only approach the number of inhabitants at

Thebes by conjedlural computation. When that city was

taken by Alexander, upwards of fix thoufand perfons peri fil-

ed, and more than thirty thoufand were fold for flaves. The
priefts, and thofe who were conne^lcd, by the ties of hof-

pitality or other means, with Alexander or his father Philip,

were fpared. Many citizens no doubt fled (/). From thefe

data therefore we may prefume, that the number of inha-

bitants in Thebes and its diftriil might amount to fifty

thoufand of all ages and fexes, without including flaves.

The Baron de Saintc-Croix confiders this eftimate as exag-

gerated (tt). I am not of his opinion.

(j) Lib. 9, cap. 7, p. 725.
(r) Diodor. Sic. lib. 17, p. 49/. Plat, in Alex. t. i. p. 670, ^liaiii lib. Ij,

cap. 7.

(«; Exam. Crit. de I'Hift, d'Ales. p. 46.
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CHAP. XXXV. Page 298.

*

On the States which fent Deputies to the Am-
phidyonic Council.

xxNCIENT authors differ refpecling the ftates which

fent deputies to this council. JELhines, whom 1 have

cited at iihe bottom of the page, and whofe teftimony is,

at leafl for his time, preferable to any other, as he was him-

felf a deputy, names the ThelTalians, the Boeotians, the Do-

rians, the lonians, the Perrhjebians, the Magnefians, the Lo-

crians, the CEteans, the Phthians, the Malians, and the

Phocians. Copyifts have omitted the twelfth, which critics

fuppofe to have been the Dolopians.

SAME CHAP. Pagf 331.

On the Height of Mount Olympus.

X^LUTARCH (x) gives ns an ancient infcription, by

which it appears thai Xcnagoras had found the height of

Olympus to be 10 ftadia and i plethrum, wanting fix feet.

The plethrum, according to Suidas, was the fixth part of

a ftadium, and confequently contained 15 toifes, 4 feet, 6

inches. Dcdu£l thefe 4 feet 6 inches, and there remain

35 toifes, vi'hich added to the 945 given us by the lo ftadia,

we have 960 toifes (2045 yards Englifn) for the height of

Olympus. M. Bernouilli, by his meafurenient, finds it to

be 1 01 7 toifes (y) (or 2167 yards).

(x) Paul. JEmil. t. i. p. 263.

.(j) BufFon, Epoq. de la Nature, p. 303,

1
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CHAP. XXXVI. Page 348.

Oil the burning Fountain of Dodona.

i\ EARLY the fame account was given of the burning

fountain fituated at three leagues from Grenoble, longcon-

fidercd as one of the feven wonders of Dauphin6. But the

prodigy has vaniflied fince the caufes which produced it

have been inveftigated (z).

CHAP. XXXVII. Page 398.

On DiEclalus of Sicyon.

JL HE ancient writers often fpealc of DaJnlus of Athens,

to whom they attribute the moii. important difcoveries ia

arts and trades ; the faw, the axe, the wimble, ifinghifs, (hip

fr.ils, mafts, 5ic. In Crete was fhewn a labyrinth of his

conftruvStion; in Sicily, a citadel and baths j large edifices

in Sa.rdinia, and every where a great number of itatues (a).

Prior to Diedalus, it is added, ftatues had their eyes (hut,

their arms clofely adhering to the body, and their feet

joined : he opened their eye-lid^, and detached their feet and

hands (/'), It was this Daedalus, in fixnc, who contrived to

give motion to wooden figures by means of quick'alver, or

by fecret internal fprings (f). It mud be obferved, that he

(2) Mem. dc I'Acad. dss Sciences, aniicc 16 9, p. 23. Ilift. Ciit, des

Pratiq. Supeilt. t. i. p. 44.

(j) DioJ. Sic. lib. 4, ]>. 235 ctzjG. Plin. lib. 7, cap. 56. p. 414. i'au-

fun. lib. 9, cap. 40, p. 7) .

{i>) Diod. ibid. p. 276. Themift. Orat. 26, p. 316. Suid. in AxlSaX,
(c) Pijt. in Men. t. ii. p. 97. Ariil. -Ic Ar.im. lib. i, cap. ^, t. i. p, 62^.

Id. Je Rep. lib, i, cap. 4, t. i. p. 299. Scalig. Animad, in Eui'eb. p. 43.
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IS ftyled a contemporary of Minos, and that mofl: of the dif-

coveries, the honour of which is given to him, are attributed

by other writers to artifts who lived long after his time.

By comparing the hints furniflied by authors and monu-

ments, it appears to me that painting and fculpture did not

make any progrefs among the Greeks before the two centu-

ries one of which preceded, and the other fucceeded, the firft

Olympiad, fixed at the year 776 before the Chriftian aera.

M. de la Nauze has drawn the fame conclufion from his re-

fearches relative to painting (i).

I therefore thought that I might with the greateft proba-

bility attribute the changes in the form of the ancient fta-

tues to this Dsedalus of Sicyon, who is frequently mentioned

by Paufanias (e\ and who lived in the interval between the

year 700 and the year 600 before Chrift. The following

teftimonies feem favourable to this fuppofition.

Some, fays Paufanias (/), gave Dsedalus for pupils Dipoc-

nus and Scyllis, whom Pliny (g) places before the reign of

Cyrus, and towards the 50th Olympiad, beginning in the

year 580 before Chrift, v/hich would carry back the age of

Dredalus to about the year 610 before that sara.

Ariftotle, quoted by Pliny (/;), afferts that Euchir, a rela-

tion of Dsedalus, v/as the firft inventor of painting among

the Greeks. Ifthis Euchir be the fame who applied himfelf

to plaftice, and accompanied Demaratus of Corinth into

Italy (?'), this new fynchronifm will confirm the preceding

date ; for Demaratus v>'as father of Tarquin the elder, who

afcended the throne about the year 614 before ChriA.

(J) Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxv. p. 267.

(«) Lib. 6, cap. 3, p. 457. Id. lib. 10, cap. 9, p. 819.

(/) Lib. a, cap. 15, p. I4j.

ii)
Lit- 36, cap. 4, p. 724.

(-aj Lib.7, p. 417.

(;)Plin,lib.35.cap.i..p.7io.

^^^^^^
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Laftly, Athenagoras [k)^ after fpealdng of different artifts

of Corinth and Sicyon, who lived pofterior to Hcfiod and

Homer, adds : " After them appeared Dxdalus and Theo-

doras, who were of Miletus, the inventors of ftatuary and

plaftice."

I do not deny the exigence of a very ancient Dxdalus ;

I only fay that the firfl improvjfment of fculpture fliould be

afcribed to the Djedalus of Sicyon,

CHAP. XXXVIII. Page 422.

On the Ornaments of the Throne of Jupiter.

JLT may be prefumed that thcfe thirty-feven figures were

in relievo, and placed on the traverfes of the throne. The

fubje<5ts reprefented on each of the feet might likewife be

differently difpofed from the idea I have adopted. The de-

fcription of Paufanias is extremely concife and vague. By

endeavouring to clear it up, we run the rifk of confufing our-

felvesj by adhering to a literal tranflation, there is a danger

of not beino; underftood.

SAME CHAP. Page 436.

On the Order of the Combats at the Olympic

Games.

1 HIS order varied from the frequent greater or lefs

number of the combats, and the changes induced by motives

of convenience. The order I have affigned them is not

((t) Apolog. p. 128.

Vol. III. Kk
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conformable to the teftimonies of Xenophon (/) and Pau-

fanias (;«). But thefe authors, who do not perfectly agree

between themfelves, fpealc only of three or four combats,

and we have nolignt to dire6l us with refpecl to the difpo-

fition of the others. In this ftatc of uncertainty 1 thought

it better to aim at perfpicuity. I have firft fpoken of the

different courfes of men, horfes, and chariots, and then of

the combats which took place in a circumfcribed fpace,

fuch as wrelliing, boxing. Sic. This is nearly the arrange-

ment propofed by Plato in his treatife on laws («}.

SAME CHAP. Page 453.

On Polydamas.

JTAUSANIAS and Suidas (o) make this athleta live in

the time of Darius Nothus, king of Perfia, about fixty

years before the Olympic games, in which I fuppofe that

he prefented himfelf to combat. But, on the other hand,

the inhabitants of Pellene affirmed that Polydamas was

vanquifned at the Olympic games by one of their fellow-

citizens named Promachus, who lived in the time of Alex-

vinder (p). This difficulty in chronology is of very little im-

portance ; but I thought it proper to mention it, that it may

not be urged againft me.

(/) Hift. Giaec. lib. 7, p. 63 S.

(w) Lib. 5, p. 396.

(») Lib. 8. t. 11. p. 833.

(&) Paufan. lib. 6, cap. 5, p. 4^^. Suid. in DoXf^.

{p) Paufan. lib. 7, cap. 27, p. 395.

END OF THE NOTES AND OF THE THIRD VOLU.ME,
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