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PREFACE.

IT is not intended to detain the Reader by a long
Preface. If the Work submitted to his notice be worthy
of approbation, it will be conceded without solicitatioh;
if not, the Author would disdain to seek from favour that
which justice should deny. With regard to the assistance
which he has received from friends and others, all such
instances are noticed, as he hopes, with a proper sense of
gratitude, in the several pages where they occur. His
opinions throughout have been expressed freely and
conscientiously, - but without bigotry; since he is very
ready to acknowledge the weakness of ‘human judgment,
and will be as anxious to retract an error, as he would
be averse to supporting any doctrine or position from
interested and selfish motives. He has long wished to



1 PREFACE.

fulfil his engagement in the publication of these volumes,
that he might give a more exclusive attention to studies
connected with a profession adopted subsequently to his
Travels; but that wish has been prevented by several
causes with which it is not necessary to make the
Public acquainted. Whatever may be the fate of his
Work, the Author’s intention has been to instruct and
amuse the Reader; but if he shall have only succeeded
partially in this design, and amused him without vitiating
his taste or corrupting his principles, be will even then
think his time has not been unprofitably employed.

Cambridge,
June 17, 1820,
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CHAPTER 1.

Departure from England—Arrival at Gibraltar—Excursion into Spain—
Arrival in Sicily—Bay of Palermo—City and Noblesse— Experiment
of the British Constitution—Sicilian Parliament—Errors of the British
Authorities—Concise Account of Manners, §c. in the Sicilian Capital—
Reflections on the general State of the Island—Departure from Palermo,
and Arrival at Girgenti—Ancient Republic of Agrigentum, Commerce,
Luzury, and fine Arts—Splendid Site of the .City— Description of its
Temples and other Antiquities—Modern City of Girgenti upon Mount
Camicus—Cathedral, Public Library, §c.—Festival at the Dominican
Convent—Exzcavations among the Tombs—Departure from Girgenti—
Peasantry—Celebration of Harvest-home—Music— Arrival at and De-
scription of Castro Giovanni—Temple of Ceres—Lake of Proserpine—
Ancient Castle converted into a Gaol—Scene among the Felons—Admi-
nistration of Justice, and Prison Dzsczplme—Account of Riots and Exe-
cution at Palermo.

IN the latter end of the year 1812, I accompanied the friend to
whom these pages are dedicated, in a tour through several countries
VOL. I. B



9 ARRIVAL AT GIBRALTAR.

bordering on the Mediterranean, those theatres of the most interesting
events recorded in the annals of history. Having completed our pre-
parations in London, and engaged a servant experienced in foreign
travel*, we embarked at Portsmouth, on board His Majesty’s ship
the Revenge, which, after a more than usual variety of storm and calm,
cast anchor in the beginning of January 1813, under the rock
of Gibraltar.

This inestimable jewel of the British Crown, and key of those im-
portant straits over which “ Europe and Afric on each other gaze,”
rises so majestically from the waves, amidst scenery so strikingly sub-
lime, as to command universal admiration ; but it is peculiarly adapted
to excite surprise and pleasure in the bosom of an Englishman, who
finds himself, as it were, at home in a strange land, after baving
measured that long tract of ocean which rolls betwixt him and his
native shore! Here, in the passing crowd his eye recognises the faces
of his countrymen, and his ear the familiar sounds of his own language ;
in the shops he observes' the manufactures of Great Britain, in the _
garrison her defenders, in the port her ships: above all, he enjoys the
comforts of social life and the blessings of civil liberty, upon a barren
rock, from whose lofty heights he may look down upoa the confines of
two quarters of the globe, peopled with the victims of ignoramce,
tyranny, and superstition. The light of freedom on this beacon-hill
shines brighter from the surrounding gloom; he feels the glow of
patriotism more ardent in his bosom, and bhe learns to appreciate
more truly that glorious constitution for which his forefathers bled,
and which they have left him as his best inheritance.

After we had exhausted the natural and artificial curiosities of
Gibraltar, our residence was protracted by the agreeable society and
hospitality which it afforded, and was diversified by an excursion into
Morocco, as well as by a tour in the south of Spain, at a very re-

* Luigi Antonietti, a native of Piedmonte, whoee honesty, fidelity, and temper, well deserve
W po : > y, fidelity, and good temper,
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markable period of its political history. The splendid entertainments of
the carnival, with its bull-fights, those extraordinary exhibitions of skill,
courage, and inhumanity, which we witnessed in Cadiz, the architec-
tural beauties of Seville, with its pompous mummeries of degraded
worship, were much less interesting to us than to behold the struggles
of a great people for independence, and to mark the light of reason
and truth, gleaming out from beneath that darkness which had so long
covered the nation. It was for a long time painful to see those generous
struggles terminated by the annihilation of all rights, and the re-
organization of tyranny and superstition ; to discover that chains and
dungeons were become the rewards of patriot eloquence and undaunted
valour; to find the rising hopes of a generous people crushed by an iron
sceptre in the hands of a liberated monarch, who in his captivity was
the idol of their blind attachment, for whom their best blood was spilt,

and whose name was joined in all their aspirations after liberty. But
Ferdinand seems at length to be recovering some of the sympathies of
human nature and brighter prospects appear to hang over the destmles
of Spain.

April 10th.—Having bid a final adieu to Gibraltar, we proceeded,
from necessity more than choice, to Alicante, which was at this time
the seat of war, on the south-east coast of Spain: we landed in hopes
of enjoying the novel spectacle of military operations, but soon found
that affairs were in no train to gratify the curiosity of amateurs; we
therefore seized a very early opportunity of re-embarking on board the
Pilot brig of war,in which after various adventures, we beheld the classic
shores of Sicily on the 1st of May.

It was a fine evening in this delightful season of the year when we
- cast anchor in the bay of Palermo. The land-breeze wafted fragrance
from the orange groves in its environs; the sea was covered even to the
horizon, with innumerable little vessels, whose white triangular sails,
crossing each other to catch the gale, seemed like the extended pinions
of aquatic birds; whilst the deep radiance of the setting sun gilded the
' B2
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‘fantastic summits of that grand semicircle of mouatains, which sur-
round the “ conca d’oro,” that ¢ golden shell,” in which Sicilian poets
represent Palermo as set like a beauteous pearl. In these delightful
retreats *, which rival even the shores of Parthenope, we were fortunate
enough to land just before news arrived of the plague in Malta, by
which means we escaped the tedious intervention of quarantine.

Palermo has been so often and so well described, that I need not
enter into a particular detail of its beauties. It is a city worthy of the
fine island of which it is the capital ; it is divided into four parts, by two
long streets, terminated with lofty gates, and forming, at their intersec-
tion, a fine piazza, called the “ Quattro Cantonieri.” It contaias many
Superb edifices, profusely adorned with native marbles, amongst which
the following deserve particular observation :—The college of the Je-
suits, at this time used for the session of parliament; the catbedral,
whose oriental gothic outside puts to shame its modern interior; and
the royal palace, to which a curious chapel is attached, in the ara-
besque style, covered from top to bottom with rich mosaic.

The island, though at this time menaced with invasion by a strong
force upon the Calabrian coast, was secured from all the horrors of
war by a protecting British army; and as Palermo was the residence
of those Neapolitan nobles who bad fled with Ferdinand, few capitals
in Europe could vie with it in splendour; though it must be confessed,
this splendour was chiefly external, for the prime comforts of domestic
life, as well as the pleasures of refined taste and rational society, were
lamentably sacrificed to vain parade and ostentatious decoration : ambi-
tious poverty was preferred to elegant economy, and the appearance of

¢ The gardens in the suburbs of Palermo, and the conca d’oro, are unrivalled in beauty. ¢ La cittd
di Palermo (says Bisaccione, Lib. i. Mem. Hist.), ha d'intorno una corona di monti, che rendono il
piano et la cittd in forma di conca.” ¢ Palermo, cittd magnifica, ha un contado ove contende I'ame-
nita con la dovitia d'ogni cosa, et si chiama percid conca d’oro”—(Rosacci descrizione di Sic.) It
is called by Fazzello, the Sicilian historian—* Ager non Sicili® modo sed ltaliz quoque pulcherrimus.”
1ts beauty in ancient times may be learned from Athenzus: # 3¢ Havoppire rije ZuweMag xdaa Kijrog

zpocaryopeberae, did rd wdoa Ivae wAipne dévdpwry Apépwy  Lib. xii. 524.
1
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happiness to its reality. Thus, though the public promenade of the.
Marina glittered every evening with its costly equipages and gaudy
liveries, many noble mansions exhibited most disgusting scenes of
penury and meanness. A few families, however, ought, in justice, to
be excepted from this general censure: that of the Prince Gram-
monte, in particular, appeared a pattern of conjugal virtue and do-
mestic felicity : its members were sensible, well-informed, and polite ;
educated in the English system, and able to converse in our language
with nearly as much fluency as in their own : the same encomiums will
apply, in every particular, to the family of the Duke di Sangro; and I
should be very much wanting in gratitude, if I omitted to mention the
_continuance of that genuine hospitality in the Prince Butera, which
so many Englishmen have experienced, in happier times, at Naples.

* Painful as it was to remark the extreme imbecility of the reigning
family, the dissolute morals of the nobles, the perversion of justice,
the iniquity of the laws, and the general venality and corruption, in a
country which requires only the co-operation of man with the bounty
of Providence, to make it a paradise upon earth, it was still gratifying
to an Englishman to observe the efforts made by Great Britain ta
recover this ally from such a state of national degradation. By her
“influence Ferdinand had resigned the authority, though he retained the
name of king: the queen, who had too long indulged in the most
atrocious acts of tyranny, and connected herself with the interests of
Buonaparte*, waited only for a favourable wind at Marsala to quit for
ever the Sicilian shores : whilst the hereditary prince, glad to purchase
present power at the expence of future privilege, consented to adopt

¢ Several conspiracies were detected at Messina, in which she was clearly imrplicated, for delivering
up the citadel and flotilla, and betraying our army to the French. In the last of these her correspond.
ence was disclosed with the chief officer of police in Messina, called the captain of justice (Capitano della
Giustizia). This agent of hers was tried by a jury of his own countrymen, condemned, and han

At the place of execution the poor man made loud lament, complaining bitterly of his hardship in
suffering the punishment of death for execating the commands of his own sovereign, whom he thought
it bis duty to obey.
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the representative system of government. In this state of things the
experiment of a political regeneration was attempted; but the pure
blood of the English constitution refused to mix with the corropt
mass of the Sicilian state; and it was found impracticable to engraft
an enlightemed code of laws upon a nation immersed in ignorance,
superstition, and immorality. Whether it is necessary that the consti-
tution of a state, like that of the human frame, should grow up by
degrees to strength, and pass through the stages of infancy and youth
before it arrives at the maturity of manhood, it is difficult to deter-
mine: but it would seem that both political and moral constitutions
owe many of their characters to physical causes and the peculiarities
of climate; and though it would be wrong to yield so far to the doc-
trine of temperament as to measure national virtues and vices by
parallels of latitude, yet such is found to be the ardent and inflam-
matory temper of the more southern tribes, that they seem absolutely to
require the strong coercion of monarchical power, whilst the popular
deliberative assembly seems better suited to a northern atmosphere,
where no violent ebullitions of passion destroy the dignity of debate,
or excite measures of impulse rather than of reflection.

In the moral as well as in the natural world there is an inexhaustible
variety of good, which constitutes perhaps the greatest charm of ex-
istence ; and, though it must be confessed, that no form of government
has ever been devised, so admirably calculated to secure the blessings
of social order as the British constitution, yet it does not follow that
the rights of civil liberty may not be secured by a different organiza-
tion of power more adapted to the peculiar character of a people.
Be this as it may, no words can describe the scenes which daily oc-
curred upon the introduction of the representative system in Sicily.
The house of parliament, neither moderated by discretion nor con-
ducted with dignity, bore the semblance of a receptacle for lunatics,
instead of a council-room for legislators ; and the disgraceful scenes so
often enacted at the hustings in England, were here transferred to the

2
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very floor of the senate. As soon as the president had proposed the
subject for debate, and restored some degree of order from the confusion
of tongues that followed, a system of crimination and recrimination was
invariably commenced by several speakers, accompanied with such
furious gesticulations and hideous contortions of countenance, such
bitter taunts and personal invectives, that blows generally ensued : this
was the signal for universal uproar; the president’s voice was unheeded
and unheard; the whole house arose, partisans of different antagonists
mingled in the affray, when the ground was literally seen covered with
combatants, kicking, biting, scratching, and exhibiting all the evolu-
tions and manceuvres of the old Pancratic contests. Such a state of
things could not be expected to last a long time : indeed this constitu-
tional synod was dissolved in the very first year of its creation, and
martial law established. The fault of the British government seems
to have consisted in this, that it went too far for the furtherance of
tranquillity, and not far enough for the security of civil liberty: it
endeavoured to make a representative government amalgamate with
feudal rights, ecclesiastical privileges, and a wretched system of bigotry
and intolerance: either it ought to have first levelled these obstructions
before it built up the sacred edifice of freedom, or have contented itself
with introducing some practical reform into the established system of
Sicilian legislature ; for instance, it might have obliged the nominal
authorities to correct their worst abuses, to abolish certain rights and
‘tenures relating to the non-alienation of land, to reform the police, the
courts of justice, and the iniquitous tribunal of patrimony, to destroy
monopolies, and abrogate the odious corn-laws, which not only deprive
the agriculturist of his fair reward, but press upon the peoplec more
heavily than those of the Romans under the admimistration of the
infamous Verres: these, or some of these advantages might have
remained o our unfortunate allies at the conclusion of the war, whereas
that constitation, so beautiful in theory, which rose at oace, like a
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fairy-palace, to perfection, vanished also like that baseless fabric witheut
having left a trace of its existence.

The amusements at Palermo appeared to us very insipid. The
opera, which was once considered a school of music, owed now its
principal attraction to the talents of an English lady, who sustained
the post of Prima Donna. The orchestra was respectable, and con-
tained many amateurs, who volunteered their services.” The same
piece repeated nightly to disgust, is sometimes varied, it scarcely can
be said relieved, by the introduction of a tragedy, in which rant and
declamation take the place of feeling and expression: the only thing
that seemed worthy of imitation was a classical attention to the unity
of place: the scene being rarely changed, is carried on without any
interruption of a green curtain, or dissipation of ideas by musical in-
terludes between the acts. Annexed to the opera-house is a fine suite
of rooms, called the Conversazione, though from it all conversation
seems banished by universal consent: it is, indeed, a temple over
which the joint Demons of Gambling and Intrigue preside, and on
that account is a very favourite resort of the Sicilian nobility and
geotry : here, if the husband loses his money at the gaming-table,
Signora may recover it by the sale of her charms; for in no country
upon earth does a man bear the burthen upon his brows with greater
patience : immorality, in this point of view, is at its height, and though
immodesty does not shock the stranger, as in more northern cities, by
daring with unblushing front the public gaze, yet her pandars meet
you at every corner of the street, and are scarcely less disgusting to a
mind not totally devoid of sensibility and moral principle. Notwith-
standing this representation, I think the female sex in Sicily, with
regard both to manners and morals, are superior to the men, to whom
indeed the greatest part of their vices are attributable ; for as soon as
one sex disregards virtue, the other will rarely be at any pains to keep
it : much mischief also is deducible from the faulty education of their
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girls within the gloomy unsecial cloisters of a convent, from the
restraints of which they rush at once into a deceitful world without
the guidance of example or experience, with few accomplishments
either useful or ornamental, but with minds imbued in all the frivolities
of superstition, eager only to make themselves compensation by a
surfeit of pleasure for that time which they have spent without any
enjoyment at all. ‘Intellectual acquirements indeed are considered
quite superfluous, where the only end of a woman’s being is to dispose
of herself in marriage ; and as marriage is made a matter of traffic, all
ideas of mutual attachment, all that refinement which dignifies the
institution is totally unknown: a.young lady of high rank in Palermo
was offered to my friend with less ceremony than a horse or a parcel
of ground would be submitted to a person desirous to purchase. Both
men and women areill dressed, and appear still worse to an English-
man who sees the old cast-off fashions of his country revived here in
the highest circles: in their address, they use that profusion of com-
pliments to which the Italian language is so disgustingly accommo-
dated: they are easy of access, civil to foreigners, and ready to
devote their whole time to their service; theugh time, by the bye, is a
possession to which they attach the least possible value. From the
defects of their education proceeds that degrading familiarity with infe-
riors which is too prevalent amongst the higher classes. I have seen a
Sicilian nobleman, a court favourite, and superintendant of a royal
palace, seated in an old chair at his own door between his cook and
butler, to enjoy a social chat in the cool of the evening. I have also
seen the head servant in a family of the first rank help to entertain his
master’s guests by his skill at billiards in the morning, and by his
powers of conversation at the dinner-table, where he stood to carve
the meat: no very high estimate of manners will be formed where
both sexes spit without ceremony upon the floor of a drawing-room,
and carry off in their pockets confectionary and other relics of a
dinner.
VOL. I. c
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Literature and science are at a very low ebb in Sicily, chiefly
through want of encouragement, for I believe the people are not
deficient in native genius: the Latin language is still cultivated with
some success, but the Greek is almost an unknown tongue : amongst
the literati I met with more antiquarians than scholars, and wore
pednm than either. The middle and lower classes are generally kept
in good humour by festivals and processions, or now and then a
lottery, for they love gambling as well as their betters; give them
these amusements, with bread and iced water, and the care of politics
will scarcely ever spoil their sleep or digestion. The management of
the lottery is admirably calculated both to stimulate cupidity and to
disappoint it. The capital prizes are held up to public view, like the
pictures of a show, disposed in figures formed of Spanish dollars,
representing a ship, a lion, sun, a star, or any aother device: the grand
prige this year was an allegorical representation of the new comstitu-
tion, which in the end turned out quite as delusive to the people as its
prototype, for all these valuable lots invariably find their way, by
some fatality or instinct, into royal pockets. A hundred tickets,
neatly rolled up in very small bits of paper, are sold at the low price
of one dollar; thus, for a very trifling sum, a person may keep his
mind in a state of pleasurable excitement during the whole day. As
for the superstition of the lower orders, it is extreme; in many in-
stances turning to infidelity, in others to a vile debasement of intek
Ject, and in some to downright blasphemy ; for instance, the devil is
very commonly invoked as a Saint, and the public-houses hang out for
asign of invitation, not the chequers or a Turk’s head, but the extra-
ordinary phrase of “ Viva la Divina Providensa,”——* Long life to
Divine Providence * I”

® The aathor is inclined to think that the subjoined publication, sold, with ;afn“ variety of a
similar description, by the common hawkers, through the towns of Sicily, like ballads in England,
will justify any expressions he may have used in this and the following pages, respectiag the idolatrous
superstitions imposed upon the people of this country, instead of pure and genuine Chmuamty He
gives it in the original ; for it is too shocking to translate.

2
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Inebriety is a vice of rare occurrence, inasmuch as iced water occu-
pies the place of ardent spirits and fermented liquors; but the stiletto is
still used by the populace; and many of our soldiers, in their nocturaal
rambles, fell beneath its blow. Jealousy is chiefly prevalent amongst
the common -people: the Herculean arm of Cegisbeism has nearly
crushed the mouster in' the higher ranks. No such thing is ever
dreamt of in Palermo, as a preventive police, where the streets are
lighted by a few glimmering tapers that burn before the images of
saints and martyrs; and when the mast atrocious crimes are com-
mitted, no measures are ever taken for the discovery of the perpg~
trators. An English gentleman of our acguaintance was awoke in the
dead of the night by. two assassims standing over him with drawn dagy
gers: being enjoined silence, on pain of instant death, he was made to
deliver up his money, and to empty his drawers, the contents of which
were handed out to an accomplice in the street: this being done, the
villains leaped over the baleony and escaped. Next moming intelh-

Gopia della Relasione che fu ritrovels mel Sanlo Sepelore di nostro Signore Gesd Cristo, La Qualg
f“ Sua Santitd tiene scolpila nel suo Oratorio.

Avendo S. Elisabetta Regina d’Ungheria, e 8. Brigida fatte molte Orazioni a Nostro Signore, e desi-
derando di sapere le pene iori di Lui patite nella sua Santissima Passione, egli per sua divina bont}
co#i le parld.—Sappiate mie Sorelle carissime qualmenti i Soldati che mi fecero prigioniere furone 161,
oltro altri 33 Minstri della givetizia, quelli ohe mi presero e mi legarono furono 11, emi diedero 333
p:fni nella testa, e quando fui prigioniere mene diedero altri 100 e due fieri spinte: Cascai in terra 7
volte, alla casa di Anna mi seguitarono 190 battiture, e per farmi levare da terra mi diedero 18 colpi
sulle spalle, fui sirascinato terra con la coxda, e per i capelli 70 volte, e sortirono dal mio petto 161
sospiri, fui tirato per la barba 20 volte, mi diedero alla colonna 6600 battiture: mi sputarono in faccia
121 volte, mi diedero nna spinta mortale, ¢ mi fecero cadere a terra con la Grogo alle spalle: mi diedere
colla Croce tre spinte mortali: Le goccie di sangue che sortireno dal mio corpo furono 30,160.

A tutte le persone, che per lo spagio di 12 anni diranro ogni giorno 7 Pater ed Ave sino a compiras
il sum®. delle goccie di e sparse da Gesd Cristo, e viveranno col santo timor di Dio, saranno con-
cesse le infrascritte grazie, c10é, indulgenza plenaria, e remissione dei loro peccati ; saranno liberate dalle
pene del Purgatorio, e benché morissero avanti di aver compits detta devosione sard lo stesso, che averly
terminata ; saranno riputati come Martiri, che avessero sparso il loro sangue per laSanta Fede, scenderd il
8ignore dal Cielo in Terra a prendere le anime loro uell’ ora della morte, e finalmente de’ loro Paresti
sino alla quarta generazione. Portando questa medessima Relazione addosso e dicendo ogni giorno
come si ; etto i detti 7 Pater ed Ave saranno libere dal Demonio, non moﬁbru’nzx di mlin 3::‘”6“ di
morte subitanea. Con questa divasiene le Doune iranno senza peri in » ove vi
sard non vi regnerannoq:i?ioni cattive, né altre mntwoli: mltimo nelm della di loro
morte vedranno La 88. Vergine Madre di Die.

Questa Relazione e Divozione & stata veduta ed approvata dalla Sacra Inquisizione di Spagna ed
altri sacri tribunali.

c2
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gence was given to the proper officers of police; but they seemed as
ignorant of the commonest method of investigation, as thev were in-
dignant at the idea of being taken for thief-catchers. If common
report be true, and every one affirms it, justice is often put up to the
highest bidder: certainly, the powers of the magistrate are scarcely
able to support his authority; and his salary is so small and badly.
paid, that the rogue must be poor indeed, who cannot afford to bribe
him. There is no such thing known as prison-discipline ; the gaols are
literally schools of corruption, where the innocent are abandoned to
ruin, and the guilty hardened in iniquity ; but on this subject I shall
touch in another place. Such briefly are some of the traits which dis-
tinguish Palernio and the other large Sicilian cities. Society and good
government have hung upon loose hinges in this unfortunate island
ever since the Roman conquests, and the anarchy to which it is, in some
measure, a constant prey, is the accumulated evil of many centuries.
Though in later times its inhabitants have not, indeed, suffered those
revolting cruelties of tyranny at which the mind shudders, still per-
haps, the sum of human misery has been equally great : for the most
cruel princes are not always the most insufferable tyrants, and imbe-
cility sometimes leads to greater evils than unrestrained brutality:
such has been the case with Sicily, most especially under the present
reign ; during which a set of dissolute courtiers, and an imperious
woman, abusing the confidence and employing the authority of the
sovereign, have filled the state with interminable disorders. Favour-
itism has existed in its most injurious forms, and court intrigue has
been the sole study of the great: privilege has monopolized all honours,
offices, and distinctions ; property and civil liberty have had no secu-
nty from rapacity and caprice; justice has become venal; murder
knows the price of its impunity ; and the unequal distribution of the
criminal law has instigated individuals to become their own avengers:
commerce has been fettered by the most grievous ties; the pressure of
taxation has fallen upon the necessaries, not the luxuries of life, whilst
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~ the revenue thence arising has been expended in profligacy, to the
neglect of all improvements physical and moral ;-—add to all this, that
the diffusion of knowledge has been prohibited by the darkest veil that
superstition ever spread before its enlightening rays, that liberty has
invariably been opposed by the priesthood, a body of men too bigoted,
too intolerant, too dependent to endure its very name, and the reader
will have some faint idea of the political state of Sicily; nor will he
wonder that difficulties environed those who endeavoured to resuscitate
the embers of a patriotism nearly extinct, and break the fetters of a
nation who rather chose to hug them, that civil liberty was received
with an hypocrisy more injurious to its cause than open enmity, and
that returning without: any efforts of the people, it returned without
vigour, and excited neither talent nor enthusiasm ; that those amongst
the higher classes who received it at all, received it like a toy, which
they played with for a time, and then broke to pieces; and that the
populace, baving penetration sufficient to discover the weakness of
their rulers, were clamorous for the English authorities to dissolve the
whole constitution and take the power into their own hands.

After about a month’s residence in Palermo we prepared to gratify
our curiosity in visiting the remains of those magnificent cities, which
abounded in this once flourishing island, and still attest, even in their
fall, that unrivalled taste and grandeur of sentiment, which distin-
guished the Grecian colonies no less than their mother-country.

Having crossed the island in two days, we arrived in,view of the sea,
and of those beautiful temples, whose ruins still adorn the site of
Agrigentum, a city, which, as an eminent historian observes, ‘ was
such a phenomenon of political prosperity, thatthese very relics are ne-
cessary documents for supporting the truth of its historical records*.”
History, it is true, has given us very scanty information respecting the
government, laws, and commerce of this extraordinary people : from

i VidOMitfora,Hist.omeu,c.uix.ss.
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thinly-scattered notices, however, we may collect that its constitution,
like that of most other cities in Magna Grecia, was democratical, dis-
turbed occasionally by an aristocratic party, and sometimes overiurned
by thbe success of individuals denominated tyrants, who were rarely able
to overcome the original spirit of the constitution, or to legitimatize
their authority. The goodness of its laws may partly be inferred from
the great accumulation and security of private wealth, from the long in-
tervals of peace which it enjoyed, and its general freedom from do-
mestic commotions, the more extraordinary in such an immense popu-
lation, where the citizens bore a very small proportion to the free set-
tlers and slaves®. The extent of its commerce must have been pro-
digious : Diodorus extols highly the fertility of its vineyards and olive-
groands, and the excellence of their produce ; but, however abundant
this may have been, however advantageous in commercial exchange, it
will never account for the almost unexampled prosperity of a state
whose whole territory scarcely exceeded in size the smallest English
county ; not even if we add to its articles of exportation that breed of
horses, for which it was so renowned in the great games of Greece, and
the sulphur, which is still dug in vast abundance from the mines in its
vicinityf. It is more probable, that a city so conveniently situated
opposite the Carthaginian coast, soon became a great emporium for
the mutual barter of commodities between Africa and Sicily; and that
its ingenious artisans, being highly superior to the semi-barbarians
with whom they traded, enjoyed the great commercial advantage of
exporting manufactured articles, and receiving a return in specie, or in

* The account quoted by Diogenes Laertius (lib. viii.) respecting the population of this city, seems
nearest the truth, amounting to 800,000 souls: of these abont 20,000 were citizens, 180,000 free set-
tlers, and the rest slaves: this is nearly two-thirds of the whole population of Sicily at the present day.

+ “ altor equorum
Mille rapit turmam atque hinnitibus sera flammat
Pulveream volvens Acragas ad inania nubem.” 8il. Ttal xiv. 200. :
—— “ magnanimfim quondam generator equorym.” Virg. . iii. 704.

The mlphut-mines are at Palma, on the road to Alicata. The stone sulphur is dug out of a moun-
tain and hiquefied in furnaces, from whence it is drawn off into vessels, mdl;e& to cool for exportation.
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raw materials. The wealth which thus flowed in upon Agrigentum,
was expended in works of great magnificence and public utility ; fos,
being a Grecian colony*, its inbabitants, like the rest of that people,
were not more studious in acquiring wealth, than profuse in expending
it upon the elegancies of life. The brightest era of its prosperity ex-
tended from the reign of the patriotic Theron, to the capture of the
city by the Carthaginian. Himilco: it was at that time foremost in
celebrity among the states of Magna Grecia (Polyb. ix. c. 27); its
citizens, like Tyrian princes, rivalled monarchs in extent of wealth, in
hospitality, and encouragement of the fine arts: they built, accord-
ing to the saying of their great Empedocles, as if they were about to
live for ever, and lived as if they expected to die on the morrowt.
During this period, those stately edifices arose, whose ruins still com-
mand the admiration of posterity, where they stand, the images of
calm repose, the memorials of a mighty state, and the vindicators of
its ancient grandeur. Time has spread over them its sombre tints,
which blend harmoniously with the surrounding landscape, and throw,
as it were, a sacred charm around its rocks and mountains.
Agrigentam, in its site, possessed something of the magnificent pecu-
liar toitself. Nature traced out #ts plan in a vast platform of rock ; Art

® Strabo erred in calling it an Ionian colony : it was planted by the people of Gela, who derived
their origin from Rhodes, and the Rhodians were of Dorian descent. Hence the Agrigentines are rightly
styled Dorians by Lucian ("EXAnréc re &vrec cie v dpydioy Awpeelc Phal. prior lf;. Perhaps in ages
subsequent to its foundation, an Ionian colony may have settled there, which would reconcile histoncal
discrepances. The best authors derive its Grecian name (“Axpayac) from a neighbouring niver that
washed its E. and 8. 8. E. sides, which itself seems to have derived its appellation from the abrupt and
craggy ground through which it flowed, év r¢ ¥§ dxpa—See also an epigram quoted by Diogenes La-
ertius, lb. viii. : : _—

: ' ") ¢fhon v plya dsv card EavSs 'Axplyavrog
R Néwere AKPA HOAEQNZ, &c. Aspdye:

To this river thgeap]evpdd divine honours, under the form of a youth, and dedicated its statue in
ivory at Delphi. Zhan. Var, Hist. . ii. ¢. 33, The river Hypsas, which flowed ou the other side of
the city, seems to have a similar derivation (#ug altitudo), and therefore, however bold the assertion may
sppenr, I cannot help thinking, that Polybius is wrong, or that Stephens has mistaken him, in deriving the
name of the city & rd ébpewor.

"+ lian ascribes this saying to Plato, Var, Hist, lib. ii. Athensus gives a curious account of &
large building at Agrigentum, called the Trireme, adapted to the purposes of public luxury.
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bad but to perfect the design of that great architect. This magnifi-
cent area, which is nearly square, is elevated to a very considerable
height above the surrounding territory; its perpendicular precipices
formed the basis for walls; ravines penetrating into the interior
offered most commodious situations for gates, whilst numerous little
eminences scattered about within, seemed as if designed for the ad-
vantageous display of noble edifices®. Imagination can scarcely
conceive a more glorious prospect than that which the southern cliff
of this great city once displayed, surmounted by a long unbroken line
of the finest monuments of Grecian art! Amongst them stood six
majestic temples, of that severe Doric order, which so happily com-
bines elegance and simplicity with solidity and grandeur. The S.E.
angle is still seen crowned with the ruinated colonnade of Juno
Laciniat surrounded by broken masses of its entablature: next
to it is a very fine temple nearly entire, except the roof, commonly
supposed to have been dedicated to Concord, being indebted for this
extraordinary state of preservation to the piety of those ages which
converted it into a Christian church. That of Hercules, the next in
order, seems to have been demolished by the violence of an earthquake,
as it lies in all the confusion which such an overthrow would be ex-
pected to occasion. This was one of the finest temples of Agrigentum,
and held by the citizens in peculiar veneration ; in size and plan it
resembled the Parthenon of Athens, and contained several chef d’ceuvres
of painting and statuary. Its inimitable picture of Hercules strangling

* Pindar calls Agrigentum saX\ior av Bporedy wohlwv—Axpdyarrog évdparoy coldvay. Pyth. Od. xii.
Polybius thus accurately describes its site: ‘o 3¢ wepiffohoc &vrijc xiu gioer ki xaraoxevj dapepérreg
fopéhisac xeirae yap 16 reixoc éxl wérpac Gxpordpov xaw wepippiyos, § piv dvrogvisg, g 3 xewpowodrov
wepiéyeras 3¢ worapoig, &c.  Lib. ix. c. 27.

ﬁt is commonly called the temple of Juno Lucina, though Fazzello calls it that of Pudicitia, but
quite upon conjecture: if it was dedicated to Juno at all, it was probably under the title of Lacinia,
which was derived from Lacinium, a city of the Bruttii, where she was held in high esteem: vid. Epig.
Nossidis in Brunck. Analect. vol. i. p. 194 : and this is confirmed by Pliny (Nat. Hist. lib. xxxv. c. 9.)
Tantus diligentia (sc. Zeuxis) ut Agrigentinis facturus tabulam quam in templo Junonis Laciniz pub-
licd dicarent, inspexerit virgines eorum nudas et quinque elegerit, ut quod in quique laudatissimum
esset, pictura redderet. But the same story is told by Cicero of the tem;ge of Juno at Crotona.
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the serpents, was presented to the Agrigentines by Zeuxis ; the adytum
was adorned with a miracle of art, a statue of the presiding deity by
Myro, who inscribed his own name upon the thigh, in small studs of
silver. Cicero, in his lively description of a nocturnal attempt made by
the emissaries of Verres to carry off this statue, takes notice of a cir-
cumstance, which shews how similar are the effects of superstition in all
ages : he observes, that its mouth and chin, though made of bronze,
‘were actually worn by the kisses of its admiring votaries; “ oscula per-
spicuo figunt impressa metallo.” By a similar instance of zealous
‘devotion Jupiter Capitolinus, who was catholically metamorphosed
into a St. Peter *, and at present occupies his chair at Rome, has nearly
lost the toes of one foot.

Le peuple se livrant aux transports de son zéle
Baise le pied d'airain de son premier pasteur ;
Et le métal usé par la lévre fidéle,

De la foi des Latins atteste la ferveur t.

The locality assigned to this temple, receives some confirmation from
an expression of Cicero, in which he describes it as near the forum.
¢ Herculis templum est apud Agrigentinos, non longe a foro, sané
sanctum apud illos et religiosum 1.” Now at a little distance from this
spot on the right hand as you advance westward, are the remains of a
long building raised on pilasters, and which, from its situation near the
sea-gate, did very probably form part of the ancient forum of this great
commercial city.

But of all the edifices which Agrigentum, or perhaps any other state
could boast, none exceeded in magnitude and grandeur the temple of

* Thus also Apollo transferred his claims in a statue to Constantine the Great, which was placed
on the top of his pillar at Constantinople, and struck by a thunderbolt in the reign of Nicephorus
Botoniates. Vid. Excerp. Scylitz. Curopal. in fin. Cedreni Hist. p. 867.

+ Charlemagne, Chant ler. p. 23, to the note upon which passage the reader is referred.

3 In Verrem, Act. ii. lib. 4.

VOL. I. D
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Olympian Jupiter, which next occurs in the range we are describing.
It is highly extolled by Polybius and Diodorus, and considered a
specimen of the magnificence of the ageitself; but the accounts of both
these historians are lamentably deficient: from the latter we learn that
its dimensions were on the extensive scale of 340 feet in length by 120
in height and 160 in breadth *; and when he wishes to give an asto-
nishing proof of its magnitude, he observes that a man could shelter
himself in the strigee or fluting of the columns. Although no shaft either
in whole or in part now remains, I was able to prove the truth of this
assertion by measuring some fluting attached to one of the prostrate
capitals, which I found exactly twenty inches in curvature : this by the
gradual swell of the column would have expanded at the base to about
two feet, a space quite sufficient to admit the body of a moderately
sized man. Many peculiarities are remarkable in the construction of
this edifice : it was technically termed, Pseudo-dipteral, i. e. it was not
encircled by a colonnade or portico, but the pillars projected from the
wall rather more than a semi-circumference, the intercolumniation being
closed up by massive masonry, accurately joined without cement:
that part of the column which appeared in the interior of the
temple, was in form of a square pilaster: each pediment was
supported by the unusual number of seven columns, and the
flanks by fourteen, including those at the angles; all these rested,
contrary to the general practice of Doric architecture, upon their
pedestals, instead of the common stylobate or sub-basement. The
temple was hypeethral, and upon the vast pilasters of the cella, stood
enormous statues, thirty feet in height, representing the giants, who
having been vanquished in the Titanic war were represented here, after

® Al the editions of Diodorus have 60; am incredible supposition in itself, wiich I proved tobe
false by actual measurement. How inferior to these dimensions were even those af its
temple at Elis, which according to Pausanias was only 230 feet long, 95 broad, and 68 high. Thu
also was of the Doric order, bot susrounded with a peristyle. Riise. o, x. 2.

t+ Thus, as Diodorus Siculus observes, it partook of the nature of a dipterul temple and one in Aatis.
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the manner of caryatids, sustaining on their elevated arms the pon-
derous entablature of their conqueror’s temple *. From this circum-
stance the structure itself, in more modern times, was denominated
the Temple of the Giants, and hence the city arms of Girgenti (three
giants supporting a tower) derive their origin: in fact three of the
original caryatids remained perfect till the year 1401, when they fell
down by the shameful neglect of the inhabitants . They who first
raised this mighty monument of human genius, seem to have built it
for eternity ; by that strange chance which frequently confounds all
the devices of man, every trace of it is nearly swept away, whilst more
humble and frail structures remain around it. There was but little
ornament on the exterior of this temple, nor did it require any : its
sublimity and majestic proportions acoorded not with decoration ;
even without it they were worthy of that Deity whose arm was thought
to guide the thunderbolt. In the pediment, however, of the eastern
portico was sculptured in high relief the Gigantomachia, or Assault of
Heaven by the Titans, and on the opposite side was portrayed the
capture of Troy with its attendant horrors, so admirably executed, that
each Homeric hero might be distinguished by his costume and cha-
racteristic traits of countenance. A similar subject upon a temple of
Carthage thus offers itself to the admiring eyes of Aneas.

——* videt Iliacas ex ordine pugnas
Belleaque jam fama totum vulgata per orbem,
Atridas, Priamumque, et smvum ambobus Achfllem.” ZEn. i. 456.

The French traveller Denon makes a very erroneous and extraordi-
nary assertion in his description of this fabric, viz. that the ancient

* Their measare, as well as the complete plan and proportions of this wonderfal temple, which has
hitherto been a crux to every architect or antiquarian, was taken with incredible perseverance, inﬁ?ou::y,
and scientific skill, by my friend Mr. R. C. Cockerell, who intends soon to lay his discoveries Y
public already taught to appreciate his uncommon talents.

+ The words of Fazzello are as follow: * Pars tamen ejus, "tribus gigantibus columnisque suffulta
diu post superstitit: quam Agrigentioa Urbs insignibus suis additam ¢ pro menumento habet.”

D 2
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architects never placed sculpture in the pediments of their temples:
the fact is so much against him, that we are almost warranted to con-
clude the practice to have been universal*. Those lofty and conspicu-
ous receptacles were indeed destined to contain the boldest combina-
tions, or the most graceful portraitures of Grecian art: there the
sculptor aimed to rival the bard, embodying his ideas in the most
animated forms, and giving a local habitation to the characters of his
imagination : there the mysteries of religion or the actions of the gods,
figured with impressive grandeur, struck the beholder with awe as he
entered into their sanctuaries, or scenes of national glory and renown,
by consecrating the past, excited the most enthusiastic patriotism in
the breasts of future heroes. A battle, either of gods or men, was a
very favourite subject with the artist, not only for the passions which
it inspired, but because the different attitudes of the combatants, the
dying, and the dead, were so well accommodated to the varying alti-
tude of the pediment under which they were placed: the statues them-
selves were finished with a kind of religious exactitude even in parts
which could not meet the spectator’s eye, as may be observed in those
beautiful specimens from the pediments of the Parthenon, which now
adorn our national Museum. Leaving these Olympian ruins, the
scattered fragments of whose vast entablature and capitals appear at .
first sight like disjointed rocks, we next arrived at the platform of a
temple, commonly said to have been dedicated to Castor and Pollux ;
though the existence of such a temple is founded solely upon a passage
in Pindar (Olym. Od. iii.) who ascribes the victory of Theron in the
Olympic games, to the interference of these deities, the patrons of
equestrian contests, and in whose honour sacred festivals called
Theoxenia, were instituted at Agrigentum.

The SW. angle of the cliff is adorned by two elegant columns of the

# It is plain he never could have read the account of this very temple in Diod. Sic. nor have looked
with any attention into Pausanias, who is full of examples against his theory : it is rather odd too, that
he had not seen the Marquis de Nointel’s drawings from the pediments of the Parthenon.
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temple of Vulcan, in which the same juggling tricks were played off
upon the credulous votaries, that Horace ridicules at Egnatia: they are
attached to a pretty rural casino in the midst of vines and olives, whose
green foliage adds much to their picturesque effect. Opposite this
point, on the other side of the river Hypsas, under a hill called ‘il
.Campo Romano,’ is the site of a spring of petroleum, commemorated
by Pliny and Solinus ; but it now contains very few bituminous quali-
ties; we found the surface of the water covered merely with a thick
scum or greasy substance, in appearance like the suds of soap. The
spring itself, which Solinus says existed in the vicinity of Vulcan’s
temple, tends to identify the locality of this edifice. At a little dis-
tance from hence northward are two conical hills, containing a beauti-
ful plain of turf between them, called La Meta, or ¢ the Goal " Nature
herself seems to have marked out the spot which tradition thus assigns
to the exercise of those noble Agrigentine steeds, which so often bore
away the prize of the Olympic games. Between the two temples last
mentioned is still seen the celebrated Piscina, a vast reservoir, the con-
struction of which employed that portion of Carthaginian prisoners,
taken in the battle of Himera, which were allotted to the Agrigentine
state. According to Diodorus, whose measurement seems accurate, it
was sevenstadia, nearly one mile, in circuit, and 20 cubits deep: its shape
is triangular. In ancient times it served as a place to exercise the youth
in swimming, an art considered by every state of primary importance:
it supplied also delicious fish for the sumptuous public entertainments;
its surface was covered with stately swans and other aquatic birds,
whilst the umbrageous walks upon its banks rendered it a favourite re-
sort of the Agrigentine citizens. The limpid streams still flow in deep
channels bored through the surrounding hills, adding freshness and
luxuriance to the orange groves and gardens, which now occupy this
cool and agreeable retreat. Luckily for the credit of Strabo, the saline
springs have entirely vanished, upon the surface of which iron floated,
according to the assertion of that ingenious but inaccurate author.
We have thus described every thing worthy of notice upon this once
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splendid southern barrier of Agrigentum: we shall briefly advert to a
few other objects connected with the city. Between it and the sea,
about two miles from the walls, is the conflux of the rivers Hypsas
and Acragas*, which, when united, flow into the ancient port, from
whence all vestiges are vanished of that magnificence which rendered
it an emporium that might almost have vied with the Athenian
Pireeust: a little above this union of the rivers are seen some remains
of the temple of Esculapius, which will be thought to have been
properly or improperly situated within the precincts of an extensive
cemetery, according to the reader’s opinion of that art which its Deity
was supposed to patronise. Its site is determined by the authority
of Polybius}. Verres took from this shrine a beautiful statue of Apollo,
which Scipio had restored to the Agrigentines after the capture of
Carthage. It appears to have been a pseudo-dipteral temple, like that
of Jupiter Olympius, though much smaller in dimensions: two co-
lumns and a pilaster, attached to the wall, still remain, together with
a circular stone staircase, which formed an ascent to the upper parts of
the building§. From this spot the ruins on the southern precipice
appear like fine monuments upon the proscenium of an immense
theatre. Passing from hence towards the city we leave at a short
distance on the left hand, near the sea-gate, a curious square building
of composite architecture, which has been generally denominated the
tomb of Theron||: if this be true, it is a monument of considerable

® These rivers are accurately distinguished by Polybius, lib. ix. c.27. They are mistaken by the
modern antiquaries of Girgenti.

+ Large remains seem to bave existed in the days of Fazzello. (Prior. Decad. lib. vi. sub init.)
The modern barbour is about three miles distant W. on the other side of Moate Tauro : there is a mole
and the great caricatorio or granary cut in the rock, in which all the corn of the district is kept till go-
vernment receives its dues.

T To wpd rijc xéAews "Aoxhnmizov. Polyb. lib. i. c. 18.

§ Around this temple one division of the Roman army was encamped during the siege of Agrigentum,
in the first Punie war, when after various success it fell into the hands of the Romans.

} It is conjectured by some to have been one of those moauments which the Agrigentines were in
the habit of raising to their horses. (Vid. Plin. Nat. Hist. L. viii. c. 42. Agrigenti complurium quorum
tumuli pyramides habent.) This custom was not confined to them alone. ﬁadriu raised a splendid
rausoleum to his favourite borse Borysthenes, inscribing it with an epitaph. (Dion. Cass. L Ixix.)
2
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interest, having been the only one which escaped the rage of Hanni-
bal the Carthaginian general, who, after he had satiated his vengeance
upon Himera and Selinuntum, attacked Agrigentum, and destroyed
all the tombs of this suburb in the course of military operations: it
appeared as if Heaven itself had interposed to protect the ashes of a
virtuous prince; for as the barbarians were on the point of demolish-
ing the sepulchre, they were terrified into forbearance by a tremendous
flash of lightning, which at that moment struck the building. Soon
after this violation of the dead, a pestilence broke out in the besieging
army, to which the savage Hannibal fell a sacrifice with thousands of
his troops : the soldiers referred it to the wrath of Heaven; in their
affrighted imaginations they beheld spectres wandering about like
avenging demons during the gloom of night, and Himilco, who had
succeeded to the command of the army, endeavoured to appease the
violated manes by the abominable expedient of human sacrifices *.
On this part of the plain the traveller will observe with surprise, enor-
mous fragments of those celebrated walls which formed a most dis-
tinguishing feature in the prospect of Agrigentumt; so immense were
these ramparts, that they appear to have been used even for sepulchres,
and turned into a vast mural cemetery; in one fragment alone I
counted twenty-three niches or sarcophagi.

The eastern and western cliffs, which formed boundaries on those
sides, contain no monuments worthy of particular remark, except a few
remains of gates, and bridges across deep ravines, which formed a com-
munication between the ancient city and its extensive suburbs, Nea-
polis on the east, and the great Agrigentine suburb under Mount Ca-
micus on the west; each of these had the right of citizenship, and

®* The Deity to whom the Carthaginians usually offered these horrid rites was Saturn. « Pescennius
Festus in libris historiasum per satiram refert, Carthaginiemses Saturno humanas hostias solites immo-
lure, et cum victi essent ab Agathocle rege Siculorum, iratum sibi Deum putavisee, itague ut diligentius
gi-uuhm solverent, ducentos nobiliue filios immolasse.” Lactant. de fals. relig. L i. c. 31. vid. etiam
wstin. lib. xviii. . vii. Sil. Ial. litx iv. 767. Dioed. Sic. lib. xx. p. 756.
+ Ardans inde Acregas osteatat maxima longe
Menia. Zn. iii. 703,
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their immense population is attested by numerous cemeteries, where
the ploughshare or the wild fig-tree has broke open the tombs, or the
more destructive rapacity of the antiquary exposed them in his search
after those beautiful vases, termed Etruscan*, of which Girgenti has
furnished some of the finest specimens. In the deep vale of San Leo-
nardo, between Mount Camicus and the ancient platform of Agrigen-
tum, are seen the exits of those vast cloaces or public sewers, termed
Pheeacians; the appellation being derived from an ingenious architect
named Pheeax, who employed the Carthaginian prisoners in their con-
struction.

That edge of the platform which faces the north rises gradually te a
great height, and is terminated by an impregnable precipice; yet even
this was surmounted by stupendous walls, whose fragments lie scattered
on the plain below: about mid-way a fine peak rises, called ¢ La Rupe
Ateneat, from a tradition that the temple of Minerva and Jupiter
Atabyrius stood here, which Gellias, its founder, the most wealthy and

* They are more properly styled Grecian. The Etruscans are su to have beea originally a
Celtic tribe, which settled in Etruria about one thousand years before Christ ; their taste and work-
manship in the Ceramic art was greatly improved by Demaratus, a Corinthian emigrant, six hundred
and sixty years before Christ.

+ "Exi 3¢ rijc xopugiic A Imvic iepov Exrisar xiu Awdg "Arafvpls. Polyb. His worship was brought from
Mount Atabyrium, at Rhodes, vid. Pind. Olymp. Od. vii. 160. This was probably a double temple,
dedicated to the worship of two Deities, like the Erecthéum at Athens, the ’Femple of Venus and Mars,
near Argos, which Pausanias calls an iepdv dewAéy, (Corinth. c. xxv. 1.) or the Zenoposeidonion, a
joint temple of Jupiter and Neptune, concerning which Athenzus (lib. viii. p. 327.) quotes the hu-
mourous verses of Machon, which are thus translated by Grotius.

Igitur in fano sede
Quod propter urbis ipsa adstabat meenia,
Ubi cim videret sacra facientem popam,
Per te Minervam, per Deos, inquit, precor,
Dic bone vir, templum hoc cui sacratum est numini ?
Respondens ille ; est, ait, hoc Jovineptunium.
Quis ergo jara mortalis inquit Dorio
Hospitium speret urbe in illa qua Deos
Duos conjungit unum in contubernium ?

This custom did not obtain very early at Rome, for Plutarch in his life of Marcellus says, that
when that conqueror wished to erect a temple out of his Sicilian spoils, to the deities Glory and Valour
conjointly, he was prevented by the priests, who objected to put two gods into one temple: yet,in after
times, we find them not so scrupulous. Dionysius of Halicarnassus makes mention of a triple temple
at Rome, dedicated to Jupiter, Juno and Minerva (rpécc opxol xapé\Anror). The Deities who thus
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hospitable of the Agrigentine citizens, turned into his funeral pile at
the conquest of the city by the Carthaginians: the barbarians being
about to violate the sanctity of his asylum, he set fire to the edifice, and
was consumed together with his treasures and his friends: the
platform of a temple is certainly visible on this spot.

At a short distance in the descent below, is one of those large quar-
ries which supplied materials for the buildings we have been describing ;
the stone is a concretion of sand and small shells, of a yellowish tint,
and would not, I think, be very durable, except in such a climate as
this, where the effects of damp and frost are rarely felt: but there is
good reason to believe, that all the public edifices were coated with a
fine cement. From the summit of the Rupe Atenea the eye ranges
over one of the finest prospects imaginable, comprehending the mo-
demn city and the ancient ruins, the surrounding hills, every one of
which is noted for some Grecian, Roman, or Carthaginian encamp-
ment, the more distant mountains, and the grand expanse of the Medi-
terranean sea.

Proceeding to the south-west angle of the platform, we find a very
antique Grecian temple, transformed into a modern church, and
dedicated to St. Blaze; for this conversion the simplicity of its style
peculiarly adapted it, being of that species which is called “in Antis”
or “ iv »agasacir,” not containing an interior cella, nor surrounded by
a peristyle ; its only external ornament being a pediment supported by
two Doric columns between the Antee, or pilasters, at the angles *: its

dwelt under the same roof, were styled ©éoc oivvaor, dpéraot, or evvésior and Deos Contubernales by
the Latins.
Kal yap "Admraia xapa & x Yoy Baohija
Nng éyraréSnce ZYNEZTION Zpuevar ipay.
Herod. Att. Rhet. v. 30.
Jupiter enim sine contubernio conjugis filique coli non potest. Lactant. de fals. relig. c. xi, § 39.
Cicero calls Casar ¢ Quirini contubernalem,’ -because his statue was placed in the temple of Quirinus.
Ad Att, lib. xiii. ep. 28. Somewhat similar is the Christian dedication of churches to St. Peter and
8t, Paul, St. Michael and All Saints, &c. .
* Parietes qui cellam circumcludunt, habent in (utrique) fronte antas, et inter antas in medio co-
Jumnas duas,
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6 . NODERN CITY OF GIRGENTL

extreme length is ninety-one feet, and its breadth forty. Sowe sup-
pose this to have been ‘the temple of Proserpine, to which Pindar may
allude, when he calls Agrigentum the seat of Proserpine *; (®prepinag
) others consider it as a joint temple of Proserpine and Ceres, though
it is generally ascribed to the latter deity alone; this, however, is a
matter of little comsequence. A grand flight of broad steps cut in the
rock on the south side, led from hence towards the city, the interior
of which is now divided into farms and vineyards, though the direction
of its principal streets may- stil be traced by the deep-worn furrows of
the chariot-wheels : but solitude has sucoeeded to thé tnmuituous
throng which once circulated there ; cora waves over the regal mansion
of Phalaris 4, and the reign of sileace is disturbed only by the shcp-
td’s pipe or: reaper’s song.

The modern city of Girgenti occuples the .summit of Mmmt
Camicus}], the seat of Cocalus§, that miost aacient and powerful
king of  the Sicanians; it was fortified by the Cretan Dedalus, who
fled hither to avoid the rage of Minos, and in succeeding times
it served : probably as ‘a citadel to Agrigentum.. It would. be dif-
ficult. to trace the progress of its deeay, for want .of authemtic pe
dords : under Roger the Neormaa . its. comsequentt .revived a little,
when it was erected into a bishop’s see by Pope Urban II. The oa-
thedral is a fine building modernised, and contains some valuable re-
thains of antiquity; the most curious is a fine sarcophagus, said to
have been restored to the Agrigentines, with many other treasutes, by
Scipio Africanus : its animated sculpture is supposed to represent the

Od. xii. 3.

+ Ayft-hrm-bonoe belonging to the Bishop of Girgeati, once the convent of St. Nicolo, is supposed to
occupy a part of its site: some travellers talk of the remains of a theatre in this vicinity, but I could
discover none. I believe that no historian makes mention of such an edifice at Agrigentum, ex
Julius Frontinus, in his third Book of Stratagems, but his text is evidently corrupted, and for Agn-

- gentut we ought to read Cataaia.

¥ His 50 named by llerodotns, Arimotle and Strabo ; but Pausanias, if his text be not corrupt, calls

it Inycus {in Achaic. e.iv. 5:).

glctha primo Trinacria nomen fuit ; postea Sicania cognominata est. Hse & principio patria
Cyclopnm fuit; quibus exfinctis, Coealus reguam insal® oceupavit ; Jpoﬂ quem singale eivitates in
. tyranporum imperium concesserunt, quorum nulla terra feracior fuit. Justin. lib. iv. c. %

[
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death of Phintias, a tyrant wha was expelled from Agrigentum, and
killed in a wild-boar chase at Carthage ¥ ; though others pronounce i¢
the death of Adonis, or the adventores of Hippolytus . The shrine
of San Gherlando, first bishop. of Girgenti, is composed of massive
silver finely wrought. The bones: of this venerable impostor were
discovered by his own spactre to an affvighted sexton, who neglecting
to make known so important an acquisition, was nightly visited, and
at length scourged tertibly by the enraged ghost : the bones were then
dug up, canonised; enshrined, and the poor sexton slept peaceably
in bis bed. In the ckurch of Sta. Maria dei' Greci, near the cathedral,
are sane remains of the very anecient temple of Jupiter Polymnus, in
cqostructing which, the tyrant Phalaris took an opportunity of usurp-
ing the sovereignty ; there is also an excellent public library, be-
queathed to his vative city by Don Andréa Lucchese, of the family of
Campo Franco. It contains ebout 20,000 volumes, and is rich in the
best editions of the classics, topography, antiquities, and a cabinet
of medals ; though this latter has been considerably reduced by the
visits of antiquarians. Let the traveller seize the earliest opportunity
of inspecting the library ead consulting its treasures, for it is shut on
all festivals, and he may find it difficult to ssake his way through that
army of Saints and Martyrs, which the Romish calendar has stationed
to block up the avepues of knowledgel. Girgenti is a meanly built
town, containieg kitle worthy of  motice, except its extreme poverty,
that usual concomitant of a weak and oppressive govermment: it
reckons about 15,000 inhabitants, eleven convents of monks, six of
oups, five parish churches, including the cathedral, and a large col-

* A representation ef the coins of this tyrant with the legend BAZIARYZ ®INTIA ie given
Mionnet, vol.i. p. 339. The obverse is marked by a beautiful head of Diana with her quiver?and t:,n
reverse by the figure of a wild-boar; some have the laureated head of Apollo, end a horse in full

llop.
ga+ gl\ne reader hae now the pewer of exercising his own judgment upon this subject, since very fine
casts of thnmonnmentmpmervedintheBﬁﬁvi Museum.
¥ I understand that the same cause acts almost a3 & prohibition of aceess to the lbrary of the Vati-
can for any useful purpose of learnipg. It is shut not only om saist’s days, but also on their vigily
and octaves. : ' , :
E 2

\ J
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lege, in which Divinity, Ethics, and the Belles Lettres are supposed
to be taught by able professors. The streets are narrow, miserably
paved, and for the most part inaccessible to carriages, or even mules,
on account of their steep and craggy acclivities : they swarm with
ragged children, whose numbers attest the noted fecundity of the
women *: the place does not contain an inn fit for the accommodation
of an Hottentot ; the filth of that into which we were at first intro-
duced was perfectly revolting, common decency will not allow of its
description. In the absence therefore of a Gellias, we aecepted the
bospitality of the venerable Padre Scrivani, sub-prior of the Domi-
nican convent, who put us in full possession of his neat and comfort-
able apartments. Nothwithstanding all that may have been said
against them, we found the monks of Sicily in these days, with a few
exceptions, neither rich nor luxurious. The Benedictines of Catania,
indeed, inhabit a most superb palace; their revenues are princely, and
their fraternity all of noble birth. The annual stipend of our host did
not exceed forty-five dollars; the daily fare in the refectory was of
Pythagorean simplicity; a little shell-fish, eggs, salad, and bread,
formed the principal diet, wine being very moderately used, and meat
rarely seen : the robust and ruddy appearance, therefore, of the reli-
gious orders, might be ascribed by their advocates to the effects of
temperance rather than of luxury: out of their scanty revenues they
make a daily distribution of bread or soup to the poor, and afford
lodging to those who would otherwise depend upon casual benevolence.
Bating therefore the injury done to religious truth, by their spiritual
occupations, which consist chiefly in the propagation of legendary im-
postures, and the infusion of saintly virtue into wax candles, I can
scarcely agree with those who would drive them out of society like
drones from the hive.

‘Whilst we resided in this convent, we had an opportunity of witness-

* Fazzello mentions the case of an ie tine woman, in his own time, who brought forth seventy-
three childrea at thirty births ; the credibility of which, be endeavours to confirm by examples ancient
and modern. (De red. Sic, Dec. Pr. Lib. vi.)
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ing the fesfival of its patron saint. Night and day were both made’
hideous by the constant sound of drums, trumpets, and pateraroes,
with processions of mummeries, in which every convent of the city en-
deavoured to distinguish itself by the most pompous display, and each
sturdy monk endeavoured to carry a crucifix more ponderous than his
fellow. Our worthy host was field-marshal on this occasion, and no
general ever shewed greater activity in the disposal of his forces ; he
was up at least ten times during the night to fire off his trains of
pateraroes, and at each exhibition of fire-works, he discharged rockets,
and exploded mines with the precision of an engineer. After these
laborious ‘duties, he sat with all the dignity of a conqueror, beneath a
splendid canopy, surrounded by different orders of monks and friars,
to hear a Te Deum chaunted in the chapel, which was brilliantly illu.
minated : between each pause a band of drummers, on their knees,
beat their detestable instruments with a violence bordering upon
phrensy, till they deafened the very ears of the audience, and two of
the performers were carried out of the chapel in a state of eomplete
exhaustion : these rallies were accompanied by cries and groans, and
vehement exclamations from the people, who pressed forward with a
tumultuous zeal, to kiss the crucifixes which the monks held out,
and to touch them with their tapers. The pageant concluded with a
sermon, by a very celebrated orator, whose chief excellence consisted
in the tremendous tones of his voice, and an action so furious as to
approach the gestures of a maniac. The discourse was delivered, ac-
cording to custom, extempore, and lasted more than an hour; the
pronunciation was so rapid, that I could with difficulty catch its mean-
ing, except that it treated generally upon mysteries; at times the
preacher apostrophized a large crucifix, which another monk held
behind him in the pulpit, and then the audience seemed affected by a
violent sobbing, groaning, and vehement exclamation. It was near
eleven o’clock when the assembly dispersed : I expected to have found
our venerable host exhausted by fatigue; but he entered our room in
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high spirits, with unshaken nerves, and held with me a long argument
upon auricular confession, before he went to bed.

During our residence at Girgenti we instituted an excavation in an
ancient cemetery, of vast extent, below mount Camicus, where, al-
though we penetrated into several sepulchres, unopened before, we.
were much disappointed in our search after antiquities ; we discovered
only a few common lamps and funereal vessels, most of them broken,
and lying buried in a fine greasy mould, with which the tombs were
partly filled: these receptacles were geuerally constructed of large
square stones, in the form of parallelograms, about sevea feet long,
four broad, and three deep. At a much less expence than our exca~
vation cost, we purchased a large box full of antique pottery, from
the peasants, who brought them to the convent, from whom we also
procured several ancient coins, with the impress of an eagle, a hare,
a orab, or an ear of corn, denoting the various produce of the Agri-
gentine territory.

In the beginning of June, we bid adieu to our bospitable Domini-
cans, and proceeded towards the interior of the island, with the in-
tention of visiting Castro Giovanni, anciently called Enna, the sup-
posed capital of the kingdom of Ceres. Qur journey was enlivened
by joyous songs and choruses of the country-people, now finishing
their harvest, and celebrating the season with festive mirth and bands
of music: we frequently observed long trains of both sexes, with gar-
lands of flowers, following their corypheeus or leader, whose solo verse
was repeated by the rest in chorus, and which was interrupted only
fer the purpose of casting a few jeers and harmless jests at the casual
passenger. Sometimes also a Madonna, dccked in ribbons, or a paste-
board saint,aceompanied their processions. The features and complexion
of these peasants seemed to denote ia general a Saracenic origin, but
amongst them is. still observed that remarkable contour and expres-
siom of countenance, called Grecian, which is so beautifully pouartrayed
upon the aacient Sicilian coins : like all the nations of southern Europe,

2 :
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they are fervently addicted te music, which entering mto -their
amusements and employments, and almost all the acts of life, seems to
cheer and console their labour, as it agreeably employs the hours of
relaxation : its bemeficial influence tends to preserve them from the
overwhelming gloom of superstition, the ferocity of barbarism, and
the commations of popular phrensy; and though the guitar of
the peasant and his' Doric flate be not calculated to excite the
sublimer passions, yet their tender and pathetic tones impart taste
and . feeling to his mind, and supply such a source of consolation
\inder the unequal dispensations of an oppressive constitution, as
almost to.compensate for the absence of liberty itself.

|On. the second day, at noon, we began to ascend a lofty mountain,
upon whose spacious summit, the highest mhabited ground in Sicily,
stands Castro Giovanni, as near as possible in the centre of the
island *. Its great elevation gives it so delightful a temperature during
the violent heats of summer, that many foreigners and Sicilian families
tetire thither in that season. . The town has a very singular and pictu-
resque appearance, being every where intersected with deep valleys or
ravities, whose sides are literally honey-combed with Saracenic caves,
some of which have two or three apartments, and are still inhabited by
the poorer classes. From the rocks gush out, as in days of old, peren-
nial stréams and crystal fountains, amidst a vast profusion of shrubs,
creepers, and wild flowers; whilst the fine cypress groves and gardens
of the convents form a shade impervious to the sun. One quarter in
this town is inhabited by a settlement of Greeks, who retain their
native dialect, though corrupted by a strange intermixture of barba-
risms, ' ,

On the second day of our sojourn here, a novel scene, at least for
Sieily, took place; this was the election of a member of parliament:

* Hence called by Cicero * Umbilicus Sicilis”” ¥n his concise and beautiful deseription of Enna,
the modern traveller will still recegnise the chief featares of the place, * Enna—est loco prascelso
atque edito: quo in summo est @quata agri planities, & aquee perennes: tota vero ab omni aditu cir-
cunzc,i’sa atque diremta est: quam circa lacus lucique sunt plurimi, et lectissimi flores omni tempore
anni,
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it was conducted as quietly as that of a parish clerk in England. Our
cicerone was a very obliging priest, named Padre Alessio, who con-
ducted us to the cathedral, an antique Norman building, with a
curiously carved roof, and containing some fine paintings by Paladino;
to the house of one of the canons, who possesses an interesting col-
lection, and from thence to the east end of the great plain, where he
pointed out to our notice the platform of the temple of Ceres, on the
very edge of a tremendous precipice, probably 2000 feet in perpendi-
cular height, in view of the whole dominion over which she reigned *.
Here we first beheld the gigantic Atna, that ¢ pillar of the heavens,”
as the Grecian poet calls it, towering aloft into the region of mid-air.

From this spot also is seen, to great advantage, the beautiful circular
lake, where, as the poet sings,

“ Proserpine gatbering flowers,
Herself a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis
Was gathered t.”

Its dark surrounding woods are vanished from this fair field of Enna,
together with those flowers whose powerful odour was able to deprive
dogs of their scent in the pursuit of game; yet the blessings of Ceres
still remain, and the corn yields a fifty-fold increase: in the vicinity
are many valuable mines, producing sulphur, coal, marcasite, copper,
gold in small quantities, and rock-salt in great abundance, of a
beautiful violet colour. Pliny mentions the peculiar tint of this salt
at Centorbi, in the neighbourhood of Enna}. This impregnable
mountain was the retreat or citadel of Eunus and the revolted slaves

® This temple was founded, as well as another of the same goddess, in his own ayiul, by Gelo, the
illustrious tyrant of Syracuse : that valiant and patriotic prince, after having saved his country from its
foreign enemies, seems to have been aware that an attention to agriculture was the best foundation of
its future security and prosperity. The remains of this temple, which time and barbarism had
seem to have been destroyed by an unfortunate fall of the cliff on which they stood. ¢ Ejus porro
minima atque indigna hodie spectantur vesti;ia : nam cum preecipiti loco staret, temporis processu cum
montis visceribus in preeceps collapsum est.” — Fazzello, Decad. prior, lib. ix.

1+ Cicero makes a neat allusion to this fabulous incident, in his severe invective against the infamous
Verres. “ Hic dolor erat tantus, ut Verres, alter orcus, venisse Ennam, et non X ssper-
tasse, sed ipsam abripuisse cererem videretur.”

j N.L ﬁ lo mio c?.
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:in the first servile:war; and here they defied, for several years, the
.whole force. of Rome, and : defeated -three -preetorian armies before
they were subdued. No swe could have been better adapted for then'
. The last object of cunosxty we mspected was the shell of a large
castle built: by Frederic I1. King of Sicily. Having ascended the
.chief tower,. which. has.been . converted into a prison, to enjoy the
-extensive view. from: its' summit, we were induced, by a confused
-elamour of . voices.and clanking of chains below, to peep through the
tholes of the floor on which:we stood : our.eyes met a crowd of felons,
.murdersers, and.assassins:of the worst desctiption, some lying prostrate
on the ground, others drinking, many playing at cards or-dice, and
uttering -the most herrid blasphemies  and imprecations. It was a
.group fit for the terrific scenes of Udoipho! I have before adverted to
“the reform which is imperiously called for in the interior arrangement
-of prisons, and the administration of Sieilian justice, each of which is
turned into a frightful source of that guilt which they are devised to
correct. As a gaol delivery never takes place, these receptacles are
crowded to excess with wretches. of the most abandoned character;
and as no classification is thought of, .what places do they become to
.receive the suspected or innocent person, or even him who has but just
.commenced the .career. of crime! -The. noxious effluvia which he
-breathes, the manacles ' with which he is shackled, .the want of air and
.exercise, the contagion of filth and- disease, are slight miseries in com-
-parison with. that meral contamination, that familiarity with guilt, to
which he is exposed ! : If he escape, he is let out upon the community
fit: for the commission of the greatest enormities ; if he be-retaken, and
condemaed, he is still ablé to defraud society of that exemplary punish-
.ment.due to his crimes,-and to remain in 'confinement for the corrup-
tion of his incarcerated companions: if his money fails, he will per-
haps suffer when his faults are forgotten, -and his fate. is likely to excite
pity rather than indignation. - . . o Y
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An affsir took place during our own residence in Palermo which so
strongly illustrates this subject, that I cannot forbear to mention it.
The trade of baker being a monopoly under Gavernmeat, an arbi-
trary price is fixed at the public ovens for the very staff of life. This
price hat for a long time been s0 excessive, and so disproportionate to
ah abundaat harvest, that the lower classes joining this to their other
causes of discontent, rose simultaneously in opea rebellion, pulled
down or burned several houses, with the adjoining ovens, and saori-
ficed some lives to their ungoverned fury: perhaps nothing but the
presence of an English garrison with its artillery preserved the capital
at this time from the sword and flames. On the third day of the riot,
a precouncerted scheme had nearly taken effect, which would. probably
have been accompanied with such a sceme of horror, before any
reinedy could have béen applied. Two comapenies of & Neapplitan
regiment, stationed opposite the public prison, observed the great
doors gently open, and several persons drawing back, as if alarmed at
the pres¢ence of the soldiers: presently a general timult was observed
threugh the grated windows of the building, to which a dead silence
sacceeded : in a few minutes afterwards the doors grated om their
hinges, and the whole body of feloas, in a fit of desperation, endes-
vouted to force their way out : they were received, however; by sucha
steady and destructive fire from thé¢ Neapolitans, that the foremost fell
dead, or wounded, and the rest, intimidated, retreated hastily into
their cells; a constant discharge of wmusketry was then kept up
through the doors and windows till the British artillery artived. Ac-
cording to the best information, the number of these miscreants was
about eleven hundred, many of whom had lived in confioement from
tem to twenty years since their capital condemnation, and some were
s0 affected with the teediam of life, for want of all employment,
manual, moral, or religious, that they were anxious for death as &
refief: they of course entered without reserve into the plans of the
rioters, who supplied them with instruments to file off their irons,
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through the grated windows next the street, where the prisoners are
ajlowed to sit during the day, and anney passengers by their clamo-
rous demands for charity. ‘

Upon the failure of this desperate ateempt, the riots were very soon
repressed, and a military commission being convened next day, it was
determined to saerifice two of the priseners, like scape-goats, for the
sins of the people: vigour and dispatch were now the order of the
day, and we eould get little or ne rest during the night for the noise of

‘axes and hammers, which resounded . threugh the great square, in
whieh workmen -were ervecting a seaffold for the execution of the
ctimisals.  Barly in: the morning the garrison was drawn -out
under arms; and nearly the whole pepulation of the city amembied
in the Piazza Marind. At eight o’cloek the first eulprit was brought
out upon a moveable platform, on which stoed two executioners and:
d priest, who, as the machine Wwas wheecled along, repeated ‘a set of
prayers in a foud vofce that echoed round the square: three monks,
clothed in long robes of white, that covered the whole person except

- the eyes, marched before, holding crucifixes, attached to long staves,

before the face of the criminal. Arrived under the gallows, whilst
the rope was adjusted, the confessor repeated his last prayer, in which
be was joined by the unhappy man, who probably foreseeing the fatal
signal, hesitated in repeating the concluding words of Giesu Christo:
the priest again distinctly pronounced them in a tone which made one
shrink with horror, and seemed to recal the spirit that had already
almost left its mortal frame : with an expiring effort the name of Him
who died to save mankind, was repeated by the malefactor, when one
of the executioners, who had seated himself like a demon upon the
top of the gallows, jumped down upon his head, as the other, clasp-
ing him round the body with his arms, swung him from the platform :
there they all three hung together in a terrific group which might vie
with the imaginary horrors of a Dante. In about five minutes, life
being quite extinct, the body was lowered upon the ground the head
F2
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and bands were cut off with a sharp knife, enclosed in an iron case,
and suspended over the great door of the prison. Curiosity being
now satisfied, we left the multitude to enjoy the remainder .of this.
bloody spectacle, .and. returned to our lodging. Terrible as this pu-
nishment may appear, it is, in fact, much more:lenient towards the
criminal than the plan pursued in our own country, and: much more
efficacious in the impressive warning which it conveys to others. The
reader will be astonished to learn that the two felons thus executed
had been capitally condemned, the one eleven and the other fifteen
years before, for commission of the most horrid crimes and .foulest
murders that ever stained the human character ;—he will observe also,,
with surprise, what an extraordinary inversion of right and wrong the
case presents: justice was, in this single instance, .twice defrauded of
her due: the malefactors escaped punishment for.the faults to. which
their lives were really forfeit, and were illegally: executed for an
offence to which the punishment of death is not anunexed. :
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¢ Il Castello di Mahriétto’—Compcndiws History of Syracuse.

FROM Castro Giovanni we directed our course towards Syracuse,
through Palagoma and Lentini. Near this latter place, amidst the
ruins of ancient Leontium, we observed a great number of excava-
tions in chasms of ' the rock, similar to those with which Castro
Giovanni abounds; "they bear every appearance of having been
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formed for human habitations, and are generally attributed to the
Saracens, numerous tribes of whom, during the reigns of the Norman
dynasty, kept possession of strong fastnesses in the interior of the
island *, where, bidding defiance to the weak disorderly police of
those times, they subsisted by a regular system of depredatian upen
the property of their conquerors. From Lentini we desconded to-
wards the coast, by a circuitous route, through scenery romanticelly
beautiful, and valleys rivalling the poetical descriptions of Tempe or
Arcadia ; nearer to the sea we found the hills covered from their sum-
mits down to the edge of the shore with flowering myrtles, rhododen-
drons, and a variety of aromatic shrubs; amidst the olive trees which
are thinly scattered about the country, the cicale, a species of groes-
hopper, made the air resound with their shrill and piercing notes,
illustrating with great accuracy those expressions of the Bucolic
poets |, relative to this insect. Having bad a very fatigning ride of
thirteen bours from Palagonia, under a burning sun}, we arrived at
the gates of Syracuse, after the shades of night had descended on its
plaias : unfortunately the barriers were shut, and the plague, which
was at this time raging in Malta, rendered the guards inflexible to

* Uadarthe reign of William the Bed, says an t waiter, “ Les Sarrasing, cantonnés dans
les montagnes, occupoient encore la plus grande partie de Pinterieur de I'fle; ils n’obéissoient qu'd
des chafs do leur sation, & la soumission de ceux-ci aw roi étoit plus que dewseuse” Sismondi,
Vol. II. p. 263.—1It is not impossible, howewer, that the excavations, ¢lluded to hepe and in agher
purts of the island, may have been the work of the ancient Greek inhabitanta,

.t *“Rumpunt arbasts cicadm.” Vigg.
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entreaties or to bribes: in this dilemma we made a virtue of neces-
sity, and retiring to a heap of straw upon the shore, soon lost all
sense of our vexations in the oblivion of sleep. The earliest rays of
the moming sun roused us to the contemplation of the most charming
scene imaginable. The great harbour lay expanded before us like &
spacious mirror, reflecting in its crystal surface the modern city of
Syracuse with all its towers and fortifications, reduced now to the little
Island of Ortygia, the cradle of its infancy: our eyes followed with
delight its grand circular boundary adorned with the beauties of nature,
surrounded with the vestiges of antiguity, and rich in scenes of bistoric
interest, till they rested upon a bluff point, opposite the island at its
entrance: this spot is the ancieat promontory of Plemmyrium, where
the wofortumate Athemans saw every hope of ill-directed ambition
‘blusted in the destruction of their fleet. At the very head of the port
stood the famous temple of Jupiter, surrounded by a suburb and for-
tifications, and called the Olympiszam: two broken columns still mark
its site, faint memorinls of ancient splendour, like the footsteps of a
traveller upon the desert.

Our baggage being replaced upon the muies, we again advanced to
the outer gate of the citadel, and having delivered up our passports to
the most cautious examination, we received permission to enter::a
considerable time, however, elapsed before we could force our way
through the immense crowd of Sicilian peasants who had been waiting
for mmgress and egress ever since the dawn of day: their impetuosity
and irascibility of temper, thwarted not more by the active exertions of
contending parties, than by the inflexible obstinacy of their mules and
asses, occasioned a scene of indescribable confusion, in which the two-
legged brutes had evidently the advantage over the quadrupeds in
point of noise, though the latter exerted their lungs with might and
main under the inspiring influence of the cudgel. As we passed over
the strongly fortified isthmus, with its batteries and bastions, trenches
and portcullisses, we had the great harbour on our right hand, and on
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our left the small one, anciently distinguished by the epithet ¢ Man
moreus ¥, from the marble edifices with which it was surrounded, or
¢ Laccius,” from the Greek word Adxxes, signifying a cistern. The
bottom of this harbour is said by Fazzello to' have been paved with
large square stones, under which an aqueduct, formed of the same
materials, conveyed a copious source of water to different parts of the
island : the mouth was defended by two noble towers, raised for its
defence by: the celebrated Agathocles, and inscribed with’ his name -
the great Dionysius furnished it with an excellent arsenal or dock,
capable of containing sixty triremes, shut in by gates which permitted
only one vessel at a time to pass. We crossed the water over deep
trenches no less than five times before we arrived at the interior lines
of fortification, which having passed, we were soon housed in a very
comfortable inn, called the Leon d'oro, near the edge of the great
harbour, over which it commands a delightful prospect, bounded by
the crags of Epipolee and the range of Hyblean mountains. We
found our host of the golden Lion an obliging well-informed man, and
a great sportsman, who owed his residence and occupation at Syracuse
to his favourite diversion: Catania was his native city, from which he
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