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Chapter one

IN FRONT OF THE MAP OF ALBANIA

Geographical position

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is one of the
smallest states on the European continent. It is situated in

.

the western part of the Balkan Peninsula and stretches be-
tween latitude 39°38' (Konispol) and 42°39' (Vermosh) North
and longitude 19°16' (Sazan) and 21°4' (Vemik, Korea) East.

Borders

The present state borders of Albania were defined after

the Balkan War, at the 1913 London Conference. Contrary to

the struggle, the will and just aspirations of the Albanian
people, the imperialist powers left many Albanian-inhabited
territories outside Albania's borders.

Albania is bounded on the north and east by Yugoslavia,
on the south-east and south by Greece. The total length of
Albania's borders is 1,204 kilometres, of which 476 with Yu-
goslavia and 256 with Greece. The coastline extends over
472 kilometres.

Area

Albania has an area of 28,748 sq. km. It extends from
north to south over a maximum length of 340 ikm. Its length
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from west to east varies from 75 !to 150 km with a mean of
about 100 km.

'

Relief

Despite its small territory, Albania has a varied morpho-
logy of man'y contrasts. (Its soil is geologically recent. The
relief of the country is mainly mountainous.

The mean altitude of the country is about 700 m, that is.

double the European mean. On about 1/3 (29.5 per cent) of
the area it does not exceed 300 m, and on the rest (70.5 per
cent) it varies from 300 to 2,700 m.

Albanian relief is particularly varied and, from this as-
pect, the country may be summarily divided into three geo-
physical areas: the Alps (of Northern Albania), Central Albania
and Coastal Albania.

The Alps extend over the northern part of the country,
and their height varies from 2,000 to 2,700 m. They extend in
length from west to east over about 50 km and in breadth from
north to south over about 20 kilometres. Among the highest
peaks of the Albanian Alps are Mt. Jezerca (2,694 m.), Mt.
Maja e Hekurave with the Peak of Peace (2,600 m.), Mt. Ra-
dohima (2,570 m.) etc.

In the snow-capped Albanian Alps start the headstreams
of torrents which cut through valleys of rare beauty.

Inner Albania, that is, Eastern Albania, is situated
south of the Albanian Alps and east of - Coastal Albania. It
extends from the junction of the rivers White Drin and
Black Drin to Mt. Ostrovica at Leskovilk, near the Greek
border. The mountains of this area differ from those of
Northern Albania. The direction of the mountain chains of
Inner Albania is the same as that of the Dinaric Alps, that
is, from northeast to southeast, with one exception: the eastern
mountains of Inner Albania have a north-east direction.

Inner Albania is a zone with its mountains cut by high
passes, deep river beds and narrow valleys which give them
the features of a group apart. The mountain slopes are covered
with forests and pastures.

The highest peaks of Inner Albania are Mt. Korab
(2,751 m.), the highest mountain of Albania, and the third
highest of the Balkans, Gjalica e Lumes (2,484 m.) and Mali
i Dejes (2,264 im.).
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Coastal Albania lies southwest of the Albanian Alps and

.

west of Inner Albania, from which it is separated by an obli^

que line running in north-eastern and south-eastern direction

from Shkodra to Leskovik. Bounded on the north by Yugosla-

via -and on the southeast b'y Greece, Albania's coast faces

mainly along the Adriatic and, in its southern part, the Ionian

Sea.

Western Albania differs sensibly from the other areas,

especially the mountainous ones. It is a generally flat coun-
try, with its mountainous part opening into large valleys,

This area comprises the fertile plains of Mat, Thumana and
Myzeqe, the largest plain of Albania.

The indented coast from Vlora to the proximity of Saranda
has a beauty of its own. This is the renowned ^Albanian Ri-

viera^ a picturesque region with a mild climate, washed by
the Ionian iSea.

Along the highest mountains of Coastal Albania are Mt.

Nemereka (2,485 m.) and Mt. Tomorri, culminating with the

Partizani Peak (2.417 m.).

In all its length, from north to south, the Albanian lit-

toral of the Adriatic is dotted with splendid beaches with
clean water, and fine sand with a high iodine content, while
the Ionian Coast, with the beauty of the surrounding land-

scape, the rest homes, the hotels and restaurants that have
been built there, is one of the zones highly appreciated by
thousands of working people and tourists.

Internal waters

Albania is rich in streams, lakes and pools. They cover

an area of about 64,000 hectares.

The territory of Albania is criss-crossed by a network of

short water courses, which is due to the limited width and
the relatively short distance of the mountains from the sea,

on the north as well as on the east. The main rivers are the

Drin (281 km), the Seman (252 km), the Shkumbin (146 km),

the Vjosa (138 km), the Mat (104 km), the Erzen (91 km), the

Ishem (70 'km).

The mountainous core of the country and the great dif-

ference of level from the upper reaches to the lower reaches ac-

counts for the rapid course of the rivers. Almost all the rivers

flow in east-western direction. None of them is navigable,
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with the exception of the Buna which has its source in the

Shkodra Lake and flows into the Adriatic.

The Albanian landscape is dotted with more than 150 lakes

and pools of diverse origin. They ma'y be classified into: 1)

tectonic lakes, like those of Shkodra, Pogradec and Prespa;

2) clastic lakes, like those of Belsh; 3) lakes of glacial origin,

like those of Lura, Allaman, etc.; 4) artificial lakes, like those

of TJlza, Vau i Dejes, Fierza, etc. Most of them are .small and

situated at high altitudes, the largest of them being those of

the border areas — the lakes of Shkodra, Pogradec and Prespa,

which, within the Albanian territory, cover an area of 370,

367 and 285 sq tem, respectively.

Climate

Albania is situated at an equal distance between the

Equator and the North Pole. The geographical position of the

country, combined with other factors, accounts for its mild

climate. The proximity of the Adriatic and, more so, of the

Ionian, the great diversity of relief and the trend of mountain
ranges, the masses of warm air coming from the Atlantic as

well as from Central Europe and the Balkans, create three

different climatic zones : the Mediterranean-Atlantic zone along

the littoral, with all the characteristics of Mediterranean cli-

mate; the eastern and southeastern zone, influenced by the

continental air masses all the year round; the transitory

zone, extending over the rest of Albania and situated between
the two former zones, with the sea air predominating during

the cold half of the year.

The mean annual temperature in the northeast of the

country lies at 14° and in the southwest at 18° C. January

is the coldest month of the ^ear when, according to the

regions, the mean temperature oscillates between 3° and 10° C,

while July is the hotest month, with a mean temperature of

25°-26° C.

The temperature, by Balkan standards, is relatively high

all the year round. The total of daily temperatures varies, the

coast of Himara, in the south, being the warmest area.

Annual rainfall is in excess of 1000 mm, with a very

unequal distribution of rainfall in the different seasons. Sum-
mer is particularly dry in the southern regions and on the
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coast. Spells of drought may at times last more than one

month. Autumn and winter are characterized by heavy rains.

Vegetation and animal life

Proportionally to their area, few countries of the world

have so great a variety of plants, even species of them, of such

different origin, as Albania. The diversity of the climate, the

geological structure and relief and topography of Albania ac-

count for the great riches and variety of its vegetation and

animal life. About 3,500 species of plants representative of

most of the Balkans' vegetation, as well as plants of other,

more distant regions, grow in 'Albania.

Four vegetation zones may be distinguished, the lowest

being the typically Mediterranean bush and shrubs zone. The

predominant fruit-trees grown here are the olive, the vine as

well as the fig, orange, lemon, etc. Among the trees of this

zone we may mention the heather, oak, genista, cypress, etc.

Albania has excellen^conditions for raising,jcereals and indus-

trial plants, such asj cotton)ancltobacco^_ *p(^/w ~iy
The second zonW-thaT of tRe~oak, is larger, with plants

resistent to the relative drought of the Mediterranean zone.

Fruit-trees such as the walnut, apple, pear, quince, prune,

vine, etc. are also widespread in this zone.

The third, essentially, humid zone is that of forests. The

beech is the characteristic tree of this zone; beech forests

represent the extreme limit of afforestation, but pine forests

can also be found there.

Alpine pastures comprise the fourth and the highest

zone. _ ,. . 1

The Albanian flora comprises more than^SilQ medicinal

rts and~taks. Such are, amongothej^

TnSfee-^asJr^ie rich Albanian flora was studied, although

not systematically, mainly b*y foreign scientists. However, due

to the neglect of the former regimes, there existed no collec-

tion, no matter how incomplete, of our flora. Aware of

the both scientific and economic importance of the study of

our flora, our people's state power has taken a number of

measures to promote its collection and study. Today more than

90 per cent of the study in this field is done by the Albanian

scientific workers.
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* * *

The mildness of the climate, the abundance of forests,

the thick network of water-courses, combined with the
mountainous character of the relief, are the factors which
explain the remarkable wealth and variety of the Albanian
fauna.

Animal life in Albania, the same -as vegetation, is

very similar to that of the Mediterranean and Central Euro-
pean countries. Apart from domestic animals, there are many
species of wild animals — wolves, bears, foxes, as well as
hares, deer, wild goats, etc.

Albania also possesses a great ornithological wealth. Be-
sides all the species of domestic birds, there are many wild,

rapacious and non-rapacious birds.

The most diverse fish swim in Albanian waters. There
are about 110 families of all the species of fish of jheMe^.
diterranean, among which the mullet, the bass, thefgurnard,

etc.
, V^-

Aware of the great wealth of the flora and fauna of

Albania, the people's power has shown great care to ensure

their preservation and rational utilization to the benefit of

the entire people.

Mineral and other deposits

Despite its small area, Albania, has important mineral
resources. Geological research has established that it has more
than 30 kinds of minerals (combustible, bituminous and me-
tallic minerals), construction materials, etc.

Albania may be divided into two main geological zones:

the southwest — rich in hydrocarbours and fuels, and the

northeast — rich in metallic mineral deposits/Among the hy-
drocarbours, oil and natural bitumen come on top of the list.

Coal is the more important among the fuels.

Albania possesses deposits of metallic minerals such as

chrome, copper, iron-nickel, etc. In terms of chromium depos-

its it ranks among the first countries of the world.

Copper was known and worked in Albania since ancient

times. It is found in basic eruptive rocks in the forms of

columns and agglomerates.
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Among the non-metallic minerals, sulphur, asbestos, ar-

senic, sands, plaster-stone, clay etc., may be mentioned.

There are many rocks that provide material for construc-

tion and ornament such as the white marble of Korab, the

pink marble of iBurgajet and the marble of Korea.

The sources' of mineral waters nave been utilized since

very ancient times. At Elbasan the Romans had built a thermal

station, the waters of which had great healing power. The
more important of them are at Elbasan, Peshkopia, Selenica,

Leskovik and Glina.

Under the regimes- of the past the great wealth of the

Albanian subsoil was exploited by foreign companies for their

interests. The people's power put an end to this state of things

by nationalizing all the companies and enterprises owned by
foreign or local capital. Thus the possibility was created for

the wealth below the ground to be employed for the develop-

ment and the prosperity of the 'country



Chapter two

THE POPULATION OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA

Albania is among the countries of the world with the
highest rate of natural growth of -the population. While from
1923 to 1938 the average annual growth rate of the population
was 1.7 per cent, from 1945 to 1980 it rose to 2.46 per cent.

.
The great population growth after Liberation followed as

a natural result of the people's power care for the develop-
ment ofvthe economy, culture and public health services. In
the (course of its socialist development Albania became the
first country in the world which has abrogated all taxes. The
level of expenditure for social consumption is relatively high.
To this should be <added the significant fact that many ser-
vices, such as medical care, etc. are free of charge. During
the recent two decades, the fund of individual consumption
has grown about 4 times.

The Albanian working people are sure that the value
of their work will be returned to them. This assurance rests
on the very jnature of the socialist economy, which develops
in a planned and proportional manner. The elimination of
the contradictions between production and consumption and
ensuring a constant surplus in the state budget has created
all the conditions for the two terms determining the. value of
people's income — wages and prices, to change only in
opposite directions .— the former going up and the latter going
down, thus bringing about an incessant increase of the real
income of the population, accompanied .with a constant in-
crease of material and cultural blessings.

Natural growth is the main factor of the effective growth
of the population, because emigration and immigration play
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no role altogether today. With the Liberation of the country,
the political and economic grounds for emigration were li-

quidated.

In 1980 Albania had more than 2,700,000 inhabitants, that
is 2.5 times more than in 1938. However, the number of
Albanians is far larger if account is taken of the Albanians
living outside the present state borders.

From 1938 to 1978, the density of the population has gone
up from 38 to 96 inhabitants per sq km, though it varies from
one region to another. Generally, the mountainous regions
have a sparse population, whereas the lowlands of the west
and the southeast (the region of Korga) are more, thickly
populated.

The vigorous development of industry, the creation of
new industrial and farming centres, the draining of swamps,
the opening up of new land etc. have brought about major
changes in demography. Before, Liberation, only 15 per cent
of the population lived in the towns, while this percentage
has risen to 33.9 per cent today.

As a whole, men 1 are more numerous than women — 51.5
per cent of the population. In 1978 people of the working
age made up -54 per cent of the population. , 3

Albania is among the countries of Europe with the lowest
death rate, the highest birth rate and a long life expectancy.
From a country with a very high death rate it was before
Liberation (17 per thousand in 1938), Albania today ranks
among the countries with a low death rate (7 per thousand in r.

1978). This rate is directly dependent on the material, cultural
1

and health (conditions of the population, , -
The car© of the people's power for man, which it considers

the j*iost valuable 'capital, has resulted in the extension oxy
the average life expectancy. -From 38 (years it was in 1938,
it was 53 years in 1950 and more than 69 years today.

According to estimates, the PS'R of Albania in 1990 wi&l
have 3.3 million inhabitants, and about 4 million by ,the
year 2000.

The origin of the Albanian people

The process of formation of the Albanian people is lost
in the mist of time. The problem of the origin of the Albanian
people was first taken up toy the humanists of the 15th cen-
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tury, and more particularly by the Albanians Marin Barleti

and 'Marin iBegikemi.

Proceeding from historical sources, they quite correctly

considered the Albanians as the descendants of the ancient

populations settled in Albania since ancient times, in other

words, the Illyrians. This thesis was (Scientifically expounded

by the' historian I. G.Thunmann in 1774. Arguments of a

mainly linguistic character were put forward in favour of this

thesis by G. Meyer, P. Kretschmer, N. Jokl, W. Gimochowski
and many others. They showed 'that a good number of names
of places and people derived from the Illyrian and some
isolated, words found in inscriptions or the ancient authors,

can be explained only with the help of the Albanian. Anthro-

pological observations 'also confirm the thesis of the Albanians

being the descendants of the Ilryrians. The braehycephaly of

the present-day Albanians corresponds to that of -the most

skulls found in the Illyrian necropolises.

( Proceeding tfrom the results of systematic excava-

tions, carried out mainly after. Liberation, the earliest traces

of man's presence on Albanian soil date back to the Middle

and Late Stone Age.

However, the Illyrians are not the first link ,in the process

of formation of the present-day Albanian people. Archae-

ological and linguistic sciences are trying to go even deeper

in time, in search of the ancestors of the Illyrians, or in other

words, the earliest ancestors^ of the modem Albanians. Relying

on many old vestiges extant in the Albanian language, as well

as on the material culture of the Albanian people, some

foreign scientists, among whom I.G.Hahn, G.Stier, L.Bulow,

have as early as the past icenturV come out with the thesis

according to which the Albanian people are the direct descen-

dants of the^ela^giaTTsr^who were considered as the most an-

cient inhabitant uf the Balkan Peninsula and the Mediter-

ranean Basin. In our days, too, some scholars try to prove the

existence of these linguistic and cultural vestiges in the pre-

sent-day Albanian, which they hold to be the language of a

very ancient people. This is also borne out by the results of

the excavations carried out recently by the Albanian archaeo-

logists. These excavations have shown that the former thesis,

aocording to which the Illyrians had migrated to the regions

of present-day Albania in the beginning of the Iron Age, that

is, in the beginning of the first millennium before our era,

can no longer be upheld. The Albanian archaeologists think

THE POPULATION OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA 27

that the presence of the Illyrians and their culture in the
regions of present-da^y Albania dates back to, at least, the
Bronze Age, if not to an earlier epoch. As is seen, there is

good reason to look for the ancestors of (the Albanians in even
more remote historical times.

Thus, the opinion according to which the Albanian people
had moved very early to the regions they inhabit today, has
gained further confirmation. Although in later periods the
Illyrian /population assimilated new ethnical and cultural ele-

ments, especially under Roman and Byzantine domination as

well as during the Slav colonization, it has preserved its

> ethnic character as well as its language and culture, and
availing itself of the new historical, social and economic con-
ditions, formed the present-day Albanian nation.

The national name of the Albanians

Our {people today call themselves «Shqiptare>> and their

country «Shqiperi,>» but the foreigners call them Albanians,
Albanais, Allbaner, Albanese, and their country Albania, Al-
banie, Albanien. Of these two names, the second is ^more
ancient and until the 17th and 18th centuries the only na-
tional name of this people.

Which is the historical origin of this name?
In the 2nd 'century of our era, the geographer Ptolemy, .

who lived in Alexandria of Egypt, notes on his map of the
world a tribe with the name Albanoi and a ;city with the
name Albanopolis in an area which corresponds to present-day
Central Albania, between Pnrr^^and Pihra^Th^re are ail

reasons to believe that the city <^Albanopolis^as situated
on the site of the village of Zgerdhesh (riot far away from
the city of Kruja, injthe proximity of which the ruins of an
ancient Illyrian city" are still distinguishable). From the name
of this tribe the Albanian people have inherited their former
national name, by .which they are denominated by the other
peoples of the world. In the 11th century the Albanians are
mentioned for the second time by the Byzantine chroniclers

as Albanoi, Albanatai, and Albania as Albanon. These names
are met with in all the following historical documents of the
Middle Ages.

As is known, during the ,14th century and especially the

15th century, following the Turkish invasion, thousands of
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Albanians emigrated to Greece and Italy, where they founded

Albanian settlements, stubbornly preserving their old mother

tongue until this day. These settlers called 'themselves «Ar-

beresh» and their country «ArTper».

, The names of .«Shqiptar» and «Shqiperi» were totally

unknown to them. Hence one can infer that these names were

no* yet in use a*t least until the 15th centuiV Even the old

Albanian authors of the 16th and 18th centuries mention only

the name of Arber. This denomination survives to this day

on the territory of Albania proper, especially in the region

between Vlora and Pelvina. Ndt far from Tirana, one finds

today the village of Arbana the name of which, as can easily

be seen, is but a different form of the name Arber. yntil the

18th century, the Albanians who emigrated to foreign coun-

tries would give this name to their newly founded settle-

ments. So the former name of the Albanians and Albania is

Arber.
The forms in Alb- used by the foreigners are, according

to the scientists who have occupied themselves with this

problem, mostly alterations of-Arb- into Alb-.

The new names of «Shqiptar,» «Shqiperi,» «Shqipni»

began to appear over the last centuries. Gjon Buzuku (1555),

the earliest known Albanian writer is the first to have used

the word «shqip,» but this he did to design the language,

while he uses the name «Arben» to denominate the country.

Likewise, the. other authors of the ltffli century use the

word «shqip» only for the language. Proceeding from this

word which designed the language, the names «shqrptar» and

«Shqiperi>-> subsequently emerged and gradually replaced

the ancient names of «Arber» and «Arberia».
;

The etymology of the word «shqip» is explained m
many different ways, but none of them can be considered

satisfactory. The widespread opinion prevails that the name

of «shqiptar» derives from the word «shqipe» (eagle), which

the Albanians hold in special esteem.

Chapter three

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION AND THE MAIN
CITIES

The 'People's Socialist Republic of Albania is divided

into 26 administrative, units, or districts, which are directly

dependent on the central state apparatus. Districts in turn

are sub-divided into a number, of localities. The locality is an

administrative unit made up of a number ot£ villages con-

stituting a territorial omit. The regrouped village stands

at the same level as the locality in the administrative order;

it comprises several villages which, on their part, form a

basic territorial and economic unit apart, on the basis of

which the regrouped cooperatives are set up. The village

is the basic unit of the administrative division in the coun-

tryside. On the map of today's Albania there are 62 cities

and major inhabited centres, which administratively are

considered the same as the cities. The basic unit of the

administrative .division for the bigger cities is the quarter.

The people's councils are the organs of the state power

in the districts, localities, regrouped villages, villages, cities

and city quarters.

The administrative division of the People's Socialist

Republic of Albania serves to bring the state power as close

to the people as posible, to give the working masses the

possibility of actively participating in the government of

the whole country and of contributing to the successful set-

tlement of various problems of a state, economic, cultural and
other character.
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Antiquity of Albanian cities

According to the historical epochs in which they were
founded, the Albanian cities belong to several categories:
ancient Illyrian cities: Scodrinon (Shkodra), Epidaninos or
Dyrrachiuoi (Durres), Antipatrea (Berat), Apolloma (today the
village of Pojan in the Fier District), Buthroton (Butrint);
cities founded in the epoch of Greek colonization: Lissus
(Lezha), Nyimphaion (Shengjin), Oryehon (m the vicinity of
Pasha Liman, in ifJhe Vlora District), Phoinike (Finiqi, a
village of Delvina), Anexknas (Saranda); cities founded in the
epoch of the Illyrian states: Byllis (Gradishte, a place unin-
habited today), Olympe (the village of Margellig), etc.; cities
founded in the epoch of Roman occupation: Aulon (Vlora),
Hadrianopolis (in the proximity of Gjirokastra), Albanopolis
(situated within the triangle Durres-Elbasan-Kruja), Stampa
(on the site of present-day Elbasan), Claudiana (Peqin),
Epicaria (Puka); cities founded during the Byzantine empire:
Kruja and Petrela; finally, cities founded during the Turkish
occupation: Fier, Lushnja, Kavaja, Tirana, Pogradec, Korea,
Voskopoja, Vithkuq, Leskovik, Permed, Elbasan (on the ruins
of ancient Seampa).

The main cities of Albania

The Gapital of Albania, Tirana which has been awarded
the Title of Hero Gity, is the principal economic, administra-
tive and cultural centre of the People's Socialist Republic
of Albania. It is situated in the ceritre of the country, almost
at an equal distance between its northen and southern, as
well as eastern and western borders. The city is surrounded
by hills on all sides.

Tirana is a relatively new city." It is; not mentioned
in historical documents prior to the 15th ' century, the
epoch of the wars of Skanderbeg. Due to its favourable
position, the city developed rapidly over ^he 18th. century
and, although it never became an administrative centre,
since 1614 it played some role in the histor^ of the country.

In 1920 Tirana became the Capital of Albania. Its popu-
lation rose from 10,845 in 1923 to 25,079 on the eve of the
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Second World War. In 1979 the city of Tirana had 192,000
inhabitants.

During the nazi-fascist occupation Tirana was the centre
of the organization of the National Liberation War. The Com-
munist Party of Albania, which led the people in the National
Liberation War, was founded in Tirana on November 8, 1841.
Hundreds of actions were carried out against the occupiers in
Tirana.

The battle for the liberation of Tirana, which lasted three
weeks (from October 29 to November 17, 1944) was among
the fiercest and the most glorious battles of the National
Liberation War. On November 28, 1944, the first democratic
government, chaired by Comrade Enver Hoxha, made its
entry into the Capital. 1

During the years after Liberation, the Capital of the
PSR of Albania has completely changed its appearance.
It has assumed tiie features of a modern city. Along with
big industrial plants and many socio^cultural buildings, there
are hundreds of shops, thousands of dwelling houses/ parks
and gardens, etc.

Tirana is ,the first city of the country in regard to indu-
strial output. Compared with 1938, industrial production has
increased more than 92 times, the pre-liberation volume of
production of Tirana was realized in less than 3 days in
1979. The industrial enterprises of the Capital turn out motors,
cranes, excavators, turbines, steel pipes and transformers, as
well as textiles, clothing, footwear, foodstuffs, furniture
and domestic appliances, glassware, kitchen utensils, medica-
ments and hundreds of other articles.

Tirana is the main educational and cultural centre of the
country. The number of its schools and educational institutes
has increased from year to year. In Tirana are the Academy
of Sciences of the PSR of Albania, the University, the
«V..I. Lenin» Higher Party school, several research institutes,
the Higher Institute of Agronomy, the Higher School of
Arts, several polytechnical and technical secondary schools,
the Opera and Ballet Theatre, the People's Theatre, the
Puppet Theatre, the «New Albania^ Film Studio, the muse-
ums of archaeology and ethnography, of natural sciences,

II At its 2nd Meeting held from 20 to 23 of October 1944 in liberated
Berat, the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee became the Demo-
cratic Government of Albania.
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Shkodra was the last Albanian city to fall in the hands of
the Ottoman invaders in 1479.

Shkodra was liberated toy the National Liberation Army
on November 29, 1944, which is celebrated as Day of the
liberation of Albania. The aspect of this important city keeps
changing every day, with an ever expanding industrial area
which, among others, comprises a powerful hydro-electric
plant, a copper wires plant, a cement factory,, a modem brick
kiln, a tobacco curing factory and a cigarettes manufacturing
factory. The food processing occupies an important place in
the economic activity of the Shkodra district. It boasts, among
other things, a flour mill, a noodles factory, a large milk
processing factory, etc.

In the Shkodra of old, religious division and strife was
an acute phenomenon and women lived in almost total seclus-
ion, whereas today it has become an important cultural
centre, with a higher teachers' training institute, many
secondary and eight-year schools, as well as about 150
cultural and artistic institutions. Dozens of women occupy . .

posts of responsibility and exercise the most diverse professions.
The largest city of eastern Albania is Korqa, one of the

principal economic and cultural centres of the country. Libe-
rated by the Albanian National Liberation Army on October
24, 1944, the city, which had a tradition in cottage industry,
renowned especially for its artistic carpets, now boasts various
modern * industries. The Korga district accounts for an im-
portant part of the industrial and agricultural production
of the country. The Korea district ranks among the first

in terms of the area of arable land, in the production of
bread grain, potatoes, oat, sugar-beet, and lucerne, as well
as in the number of cattle, pigs, horses, etc.

The Korea district is also renowned for its fruit-tree

plantations. Vast tracts of land planted with apple, pear,
cherry, prune and other fruit trees have been transformed into
plantations, especially in the formerly poor and abandoned
territories of Dvoran and Kamenica.

Apart from Tirana, another two cities have been awarded
the title of Hero City: Kruja and Vlora.

The foreign visitors have called Kruja, the ancient capital
of Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, «the balcony on the Adriatic^,,
and this not only because from the mquntain-slope on which
the city is situated one has a broad view of the Adriatic
Sea but also because, in the time of Skanderbeg, Kruja

3 117. A
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was the place towards which all the peoples of the Balkans
and Europe had turned their eyes, seeing ' in it the uncon-
querable citadel, the centre of the invicible Albanains. After

Skanderbeg's death the Ottoman expeditions rushed wave
upon wave, wreaking destruction in the /Albanian cities,

ruining the finest works of architecture — the castles, the

cathedrals, the palaces of the nobles and the public build-

ings. Valuable paintings and sculptures, together with an
inestimable number of documents and manuscripts were
lost or irreparably damaged. The citadel of Kruja is still

standing stern and majestic on its rocky hilltop, about 600

metres above sea level, despite the destructions of the wars
and the injuries of the time,

Kruja is the centre of the region of the same name.
Today it has become an important industrial and agricultural

area with a chemical fertilizers plant, a cement factory, a

copper dressing plant, a wood-working mill, etc. The acreage of

arable land has increased more than 4 fold as against 1938,

mainly due to the great drainage schemes carried out after the

liberation of the country and the breaking-in of new land.

The city of Vlora, likewise honoured with the title of

Hero City, is situated in the southwestern part of the
country. Ptolemy, the Alexandrine geographer of the 2nd
century of our era, mentions it under the name of Aulon. It

is in this city that on November 28, 1912 the national inde-

pendence of Albania was proclaimed after centuries-long

wars against the Ottoman rule, and an Albanian government
presided by Ismail Qemali was set up. Vlora today is am'im-

1 portant industrial and cultural centre. What Vlora produces
in less than 12 days is equal to the total production of the

country in 1938. Instead of the 13 small shops and manufac-
turing units it had in 1938, today this district has more than
60 enteprises, among which factories producing soda ash,

polyvinyl chloride, electric bulbs, cement, canned food, etc.

Vlora has more than 100 schools of all categories and about
120 cultural and artistic institutions.

The acreage of farm land has doubled as against the

pre-war period. Vlora is bult at the foot of soft-rolling hills

planted with olives and citrus-trees.

Vlora was liberated by the forces of the National Libe-

ration Army of Albania on October 25, 1944. If Vlora is

given the title of Hero City this is not only because the

independence of Albania was proclaimed on November 28,

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION AND THE MAIN CITIES 35

1912 there, but also because it was in Vlora that the forces

of the Italian invaders were thrown out into the sea by the

Albanian patriots in 1920. Vlora is. a port of great strategic

importance, which the Khrushchevite revisionists tried in

vain to tu^n into a military base for their plans of social-

imperialist aggression in the Mediterranean. The firm stand

of our Party and people on this question is well-known. The
foreign reader will find a clear exposition of this stand in

Volume 19 of Comrade Enver Hoxha's Works, in Volume
3 of his Selected Works, or in his work «The Knrushchevites

3
»

alreary translated in several languages.

The two museum-towns, Berat and Gjirokastra, are of

particular architectonic interest.

Berat, or as it is still called, the City of a Thousand
Windows, existed as an important centre as early as the

4th-3rd century before our era. In spite of the destructions

and reconstructions carried out over the centuries, the city

in the present condition preserves fine specimens of architec-

ture belonging to the period between the middle of the 18th

century and the end of the 19th century. The dwelling house
of Berat is a great architectural attraction. The typical Berat

house is a large stone-walled, two storied building with an
inner gallery — a characteristic which predominated house-

building in the 18th century. The ground floor is occupied by
service rooms with a vaulted outer staircase leading to the first

floor gallery which gives access to all the. dwelling-rooms. This

type of house, which is also found in some other cities of

our country, represents an improvement on the peasant

dwelling, as people from the countryside came to increase

the population of the city in the' course of its development.

The Berat houses are rich in woodwork ornaments. Worth
of particular attention are especially the reception rooms
where the Albanian master builders are in their height in

the beautifully carved ceilings, cupboards and ornaments.

Wood carvings of great beauty are found, among others, in

the Berat cathedral.

Berat has large and picturesque blocks of buildings,

such as that of the Mangalem quarter, which is a unique

architectonic unit, with its massive character giving the im-

pression of a giant single construction. Berat is built with

remarkable architectural equilibrium, achieved through hor-

izontal composition and skilful utilization of the environment.

The harmonious ensembles created by the Albanian master
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builders are a delight to the eye and convey an impression
of serenity. The present-day construction of the city tends
to harmonizing new buildings with the museum part of the
city — the quarters of Kala, Mangalem and Gorica. A great

deal of conservation and restauration work is being carried,

out in these three quarters.

Industry, also, has expanded in the Berat district, com-
prising, among others, the oil centre of the Stalin-City and
the textile mills. The Berat district is also a very important
agricultural centre producing cereals, cotton, tobacco, fruits,

olives. A yast plantation of more than 200,000 fig-trees covers

part of the hills surrounding the city.

Gjirdhastm, situated in the south of the country, is a
huge magnificent museum. The way the city is built is a

rarity in the town-planning aspect, its original mediaeval
architecture produces a strong impact. After visiting this

museuim-city, the French publicist G. Chantepleure said:

«Gjirokastra astonishes me. It is unlike any other city I have
seen, even in my dreams. . . In whatever direction I turn,

I see. a silvery city capriciously massed around its citadel. .

.

I look at it time and again and. never feel tired.

.

.»

The original architecture of this stone city built on
rock is delightful in its force, dynamic rhythm, elegance and
organic coalescence with the environment. The mass of stone

seems to spring up from the rock on which it rests. In its

present state, the city preserves ensembles of buildings and
whole quarters belonging to the period from the end of

the 18th century to the end of the 19th century. The city

stretches on the slope of Mali i Gjere, on bare rocky terrain.

The citadel, built on a hillock in the centre of the city and
surrounded on all sides by dwelling houses, towers imposing

and monumental over the city. The Gjirokastra dwelling-

house, with its obvious defensive structure, is a typically

Albanian creation. It developed to its ultimate form after

a long process which extends over three centuries, con-

stantly responding to the needs of the time.

The interior of the Gjirokastra house reflects the creative

spirit and. fine taste of the Albanian builders: wood-carved
ceilings, doors, cupboards etc., plaster moulded fire-places

with floreal motifs.

The city, which was liberated b*y the partisan forces in

September 18, 1944> is rich in museums all of which have
been created aiter Liberation. Worth mentioning are the
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Museum of the National Liberation War, the Museum of

the Albanian Renaissance in the house of the great patriots

Qerciz and Bajo Topulli, the Museum of Weapons arranged
in the interior of the citadel, etc. There are several factories

of the engineering, light and food processing industry. The
region has a highly-developed agriculture, especially in the

Drino valley. ,

Elbasan, Scampa of the antiquity, initially was an im-
portant relay centre which grew into a prosperous town,
on the famed Via Egnlatia which linked Rome with Con-
stantinople. Destroyed by the Goths and rebuilt by the
Byzantine emperors, the city owes its existence, as well as

its successive destructions, to the Via Egnatia. In the 15th

century Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror reconstructed the

citadel and made it a base and starting point for his incurs-

ions and sieges Of Kruja. It was he who gave it the name
of Elbasan.

Before Liberation, JSlbasan was a small mediaeval town
of 15,000 inhabitants. Liberated on November 11, 1944 by the

National Liberation Army, it has expanded and developed
in all fields. Population has trebled and industry made

.

great

progress. The oil refinery in Cerrik, the «Nako Spiru» wood-
working mill, the cement and food-processing factories, as

well as the big metallurgical combine — the «Steel of the

Party» Metallurgical Works, have been built there. Cereals,

tobacco, fruits, olives, etc. are cultivated extensively in this

region. Elbasan is also an important cultural centre. It has

a filial of the University of Tirana, several middle schools, a

professional theatre, a number of museums and a very active

artistic life. - (



Chapter Four

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HAVE WON THEIR
FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE WITH. THE

BLOOD THEY HAVE SHED

Sword in hand through the path of history

June 29, 1969. The veterans of the 15th Shock Brigade

are lined up to commemorate the day of the formation of

their brigade. A young woman stands beside those who have

fought the Italian and German fascists in stern battles.

She has come to take the place of her father.

She was born in 1949, one month- after her father, Cap-

tain Bektash, fell in battle, defending the borders of the

Homeland^ She represents the fourth successive generation of

sons and daughters who have not known their fathers.

Hex grand-grandfather Bektash Merko was killed in

action against the Ottoman invaders in the beginning of the

century . .

.

... Panarit, a village in the mountains of the Korga
district, was a refuge for the peasants who had revolted

against the beys and foreign oppression. Freedom was for

them the supreme aspiration. They possessed very little land

and bread was often in short supply. Nevertheless, these

highlanders were ready to exchange all the bread they had

for a
r

pistol, a symbol, in their eyes, of power and liberty.

In 1898, the Turks encircled Panarit, hoping to force

the insurgents to surrender. Stern fighting went on from
hill slope to hill slope, from house to house. The Turkish
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artillery shelled the village to ruins, bu<t the insurgents

remained inflexible.

As the Turks withdrew towards Berat, the villagers of

Panarit bid the last farewell to their sons fallen for the

defence of the Homeland, and to Bektash Merko, the only

male of his family, who was among them.

In these same da'ys his wife was delivered of a son. He

was called Bektash, to perpetuate the memory of his father.

Little Bektash grew up very quickly. . . as if hastening to

take the place of his father among the guerrillas. And the

day came when, still a child, he took the rifle and went

to take the place of his father. From 1911 to 1917 he

fought in the same guerrilla unit against the Greek chauvinists

who attacked Panarit and the surrounding areas. Few were

the placed in which he did not fight. . . Born in the heat of

battle, he met his death in battle at Meleka.

.Some days later, his wife was delivered of a son. The

-history was repeating itself... He, too, was called Bektash.

When he grew up he began roaming about the country

in search of work. Young Bektash, the third of this name,

was a skilled mason.
When the partisan war broke out, Bektash changed his

mason's paper cap with the red-starred cap of the partisan

fighter. After Liberation he completed his studies at the

Officers' School and was promoted captain.

On August 2, 1949, he fell on the battlefield at the

head of his battalion while defending the Albanian border

against the Greek chauvinist armies.

The third on the Bektash line did not succeed in seeing

his offspring, either. A month after his death, a daughter,

his first child, was born to the family.

She was born and has grown up in free Albania. She

has only heard about the National Liberation War, but to-

morrow, df the Homeland calls her, she will fight just as

her father, her grandfather and her grand-grandfather did. . .

The heroic history of her family is not a special case.

It is an image of the history of the Albanian people, who,

generation after generation, have defended their freedom

and their land.

Surrounded b*y rapacious big empires', which exercised

military, economic and political pressure on them, the Alba-

nians have constantly had to fight sword in hand to defend

their existence as a nation, their language and their culture^



40 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

With their extraordinary vitality and energy, they have
foiled the attempts of the' invaders to ^assimilate them,
evict them from their fertile land, drive tham away from
the great routes of .communication, from the coast, keep them
under their domination, press-gang them into the Roman
legions, the armies of the Byzantine emperors, the Turkish
sultans or the Serbian kings.

On the hard road they had to traverse in order to occupy
the place they deserve the Albanian people have developed
and tempered the features which are their own, and the
combativeness and persistence whioh have characterized them
through the centuries.

The Albanian people are among the most ancient peo-
ples of Europe. Archaeological finds and scientific research
prove this conclusively.

In ancient times, the territory of present-day Albania,
as we have already said, was inhabited by the Illyrians.

They were among the largest populations of Europe. Recent
discoveries by Albanian archaeologists prove that the Illyrians
inhabited the Albanian territory at least as early as the
beginning of the third millennium b.o.e.

"

In the first millennium b.o.e., the Illyrian society had
already reached a high degree of development. Among other
things, the Illyrians began to work iron, silver, bronze and
produce utensils of baked earth. They were skilful farmers
and cattle-raisers and skilful artisans who used the loom. They
built powerful citadels and founded large towns, developed
commerce and minted their own coins. They were- good ship-
builders and bold navigators. Later they set up states defen-
ded by strong' armies. The more known Illyrian states were
those of the Encheleans, the ^ulantians and, above all, the
Ardians. Q\ Vwftw f^?<WML

The Illyrians had bmde relations with the Greek sta-
tes. In order to strengthen these relations, in the 7th century
b.o.e. the Greeks founded their colonies on the Albanian
coast,- such as Durr^->iDyrrachium or Epidamnos — 627
b.o.e), Pojan in the (^r^egion (Apollonia, 588 b.o.e.), Butrint
and many others, ^^hese centres of a highly developed
civilization came und4r the influence of the Illyrian civiliza-

tion, be it only for the reason that they developed on the
territory of the great Illyrian states whioh put them under
their rule. Valuable monuments of culture have been unearth-
ed at Butrint,- Pojan, Durres, etc. but unfortunately they
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were systematically plundered b^ the foreigners up to the
day of the liberation of the country.

The further development of this process, which would
have led to the formation of the Illyrian nation, was halted
by the Roman occupation which lasted from the 2nd century
b.o.e. to the 4th century A.D. The ancestors of the Albanians
had to defend their freedom and independence sword in hand
against the foreign invaders. They put up stiff resistance to

the Roman armies of occupation. It was only in 167 b.o.e.,

after three bloody protracted wars, that the Romans succeeded
in occup'ying Illyria. The independent Illyrian states were
liquidated. The Romans expelled whole Illyrian popula-
tions and transported them as captives or suspects to distant

regions of their empire. They founded powerful Roman colonies
in the territory of present-day Albania, while exercising all-

round pressure through their more advanced culture and
technology. These factors posed the threat of Romanization
of the Illyrian population and of the creation of a Roman
or neo-Latin nationality in place of an Illyrian nationality.

But the Illyrians resisted arms in hand to the invaders.

In 135 b.o.e. the Ardians revolted; Their uprising assumed
such extension that the Romans were forced to dispatch
considerable forces against them, and eventually transplanted
them to the inner regions of Herzegovina. But even
after that the Illyrians continued to rise in revolt against
Rome. The Roman historian Suetonius writes that the Illy-

rian uprising of the years 6-9 A.CD. was the most formidable
foreign war Rome had to wage next to the Punic Wars.

: The later events brought out the astonishing vitality of

the Illyrian population. After the division of the Roman
Empire in 395 AJD., the territories of present-day Albania
were placed under Byzantium, which for. two centuries made
no change in the former situation" of these regions, The
slave-owning institutions remained in force and Latin remained
the official language, as well as the language of the Church
and culture. During this period the Albanian territory was
invaded by. various barbarian tribes — the Visigoths, Ostro-
goths, Hans, Vandals. The Visigoths, who had settled for
more than 150 years in' Central Albania, stayed longest in

our territory. Towards the 5th century, the mass migration
of the Slav populations began, which, in the 7th century,
settled for good in Illyrian territory and tried to get' the
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upper hand. The Illyrian cities or Romanized .colonies, . which
were rapidly losing their importance to the point of complete

disappearance, could not stem this devastating flood.

Like the Roman occupation, the- Slav colonization threat-

ened the Illyrians with the danger of assimilation. The Illy-

rians,- who had resisted Romanization, entered a new stage of

struggle for their ethnical existence, a struggle which unfortu-

nately it is impossible to follow closely, as the historical

documents on this dark period of the early Middle Ages are

almost totally missing. The extremely rare documents from
this epoch do not even mention the existence of an ancient

Illyrian 'population. But the Illyrians, although driven into

the interior of the territory of present-day Albania, con-

tinued to exist and even put up surprisingly energetic resis-

tance to the Slav and Byzantine pressure. Not only that but

they even, began to regain little by little their lost positions,

breaking out of their shell of tribal and peasant communities

into which the foreign pressure had forced them to entrench

themselves. -

In this period, feudal relations flourished and became
the main form of relations of production. This enabled the

Albanian feudal lords to strengthen their positions perceptibly.

In 1185, the Albanian feudal lords got rid of Byzantine control

and formed their first state, the Principality of Arberia.

Kruja was its capital and its first chief was Progon (1190-

1198). /Jd^MAK£> c^
However this state was short-lived. But although crush-

ed by {the superior forces of the neighbouring peoples, its

influence made itself felt on the futher evolution of Albanian

history. The country woke up with reniw^d forces as if to

make up for the lost time. The reborn (m^e^ developed and
extended at an unprecedented rate; agnculmre and animal

husbandry prospered' in the fertile plains.. A number of feudal

dynasties, like those of Thopia, Shpata, Balsha, Kastrioti, etc.,

were formed as feudal principalities, which were constantly

warring amongst themselves for the extension of their res-

pective possessions.

By this time the country was faced with a new threat.

When the (historical process • of centralization, which would
have eventually led to the formation of a single Albanian

state, was well under way, the Ottoman Turks appeared at

the gates of Albania.
'

Availing themselves of . the feudal divisions and the
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weakness of the Byzantine Empire, they made reiterated

incursions into Albania,
:
occupying the whole of the country

with the exception of the mountain regions. •

In this period, when the Ottoman hordes at the apogee
\

of their power were pushing on irresistibly and threatening \

the entire European civilization with destruction, the Albanian \

people wrote with their blood some- of the most brilliant \

pages of the history of the- continent. /

The glorious epic of the Albanian people under the

leadership of Gjergj Kastrioti — Skanderbeg

No more than the preceding invaders — the Romans and

Byzantines, the Visigoths and Ostrogoths, the Huns and Slavs,

did the Ottomans find in Albania a submissive population.

In November 1443, under the leadership of Skanderbeg, a ge-

neral insurrection broke out against the new occupiers. The

insurgents liberated Kruja and on November 28 proclaimed

the restoration of the free Principality of Albania, raising the

Kastrioti flag, the black two-headed eagle on a red background

over the white citadel of Kruja. In December 1443, all the

Turkish garrisons were driven out of Central Albania.

The ^Ottomans would have coped easilywitb^the msurgents

were the^se"" ndtrsolidly united and well organized :fron\. the

political and military standpoint. Losing no time, Skanderbeg

set about the primary task — the formation of a united anti-

Turkish front and of a well-organized Albanian army capable

of halting the imminent offensive of the Ottoman forces. So

in Mai£jiJJ44^^ to a general

assembly which was held in ; the Albanian city of_Lezha jat

that time a Venitian possession) in which the decision was

made, to form a 'political., and
.
.._mmtary_,. alliance. .

which is

known under the name of the __^l]aajiian_iejgyfi&, or the

^League of Lezha», the creation of an Albanian army and a

common fund for this purpose. The assembly elected Skan-

derbeg chief of the League and supreme commander of the

federated army. ,

History had assigned to the Albanian people a mission
y

which the Balkan princes could not carry out and which the \

Western states, despite their greater wealth, military po- 2.

tential and better organization, were unwilling to assume. These /
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were the stormy years in which the Albanian people, with
their limited human resources and insufficient economic
means, relying only on their own capacities and experience
of war, the spirit of sacrifice which characterized them under
the leadership of Skanderbeg, who was not only a bold war-
rior but also a past master in military art, wrote the Albanian
epic of the 15th century, which for ever wjlj^remain one of
inmost glorious chapters^^lioTolny of the rastory~of Albania,
but. also_ oOhe .._w^ "quarter" of a century
they foiled 22 major Turkish expeditions, always" coming off
victorious against the «invincible» arms of the Ottomans.

Three times in succession, Murad II and his son,
Mehmet II, were forced to lift the siege of Kruja, the
political and military centre of Albania, in utter disgrace.
Heroic. Kruja was a brilliant illustration to the whole world
of the fact that against the gallant resistance of a freedom-
loving people, all policy of intimidation, buttressed by the
moist modern lethal weapons, 'is doomed to shameful failure.
The biggest cannon ever cast in the epoch, the cannon which
intimidated even countries hundreds of kilometres away from
Albania, failed in front of the walls of Kruja. In famous bat-
tles which go under the name of Torvioll, Drin, Uji' i Bardhe,

J^gj Kastrioti succeeded in masterfully combining the
tactics^£_guerrilla warfare, consisting of surprise attacks, sud-

Jtreajpand ambushes, with that of pitched battle. With
the military operations he carried out, he turned the valleys
of the Drin i Zi and the Upper Shkumbin into tlje^graveyard
of the Turkish armies which were maw timeL^uperior in
number. (fc

v

ff5^
. A great master of the military art, (Skanderbeg kept

the enemy forces in a state of constant tensionLr^narassed them
with surprise attacks, cut their lines of communication and
supply in order to deal them eventually his lightning blows
after having drawn them into an ambush. Applying the prin-
ciple of ^defence through attack,^ Skanderbeg used attacks as
his best defensive weapon.

T2ie_o^ct^e conditions for the long successful war
/ against the Ottomans comprised the economic resources and
I the support oM^epbpular masses, which had long-standing
^ traditions of raeedojtrt and great experience of warfare.

The popular masses were the main driving force of the
struggle fof land, freedom and independence. In fact, the
feudal lorcfe were split. Only some of them showed their
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readiness to defend the interests of the country arms in hand,
while the others placed themselves in the service of the
Turks.

The secret of Skanderbeg's victories, which astonish the
historians even to this day, lies in the fact that he knew bet-
ter than anybody else in his epoch to win the broad masses
of the people over to his cause and give a popular character
to his liberation war.

The
1

Albanians were obliged to fight single-han
without aid from abroad. In the just war they waged, 1
reliance became a decisive condition for victory. This imp
that the leaders had unshakeable confidence in the immense
energies of the popular masses, confidence which was con-
stantly tested and tempered until it became^ a npwer|ul motiv
force in the Albanian epic*— l/XU/l MAaJUa) Ja 7 W&^vb o^P

Having succeeded in combining' these 'two factors, Skan- 6
derbeg applied them to the Albanian terrain/and thus achiev- ^
ed his victories. .

'

.

*£?&Y\£,

« I did not bring you the liberty, I found it amongst
Jjf&*you... I did not bring you your arms, I .found you in arms»— these memorable words, which the hero addressed the

x ^/A A
people of liberated Kruja, express in a nutshell his high eva- \/\08k»
luation of the popular forces as .the,1 princir^rmotive forc$M CmJuD
the liberation struggle. "AoW^Y ^W^^^^i^^ ^^Ld

And Skanderbeg, right from the beginSmg cvHiis^rintary
and state activity, relied on the popular masses. The popular (VWr\\
masses saw in the war he waged the only way of salvation.
His airmy drew its forces from them, and its fighters, whom n

the Turks themselves compared with ^tigers of mountain
warfare^ knew neither fear nor submission, and did not
hesitate to turn their country into scorched earth for the'
enemy. In this manner Skanderbeg succeeded in countering 'Jf
the wavering attitudes and the separatist tendencies of the^Jf
feudal chiefs. {

The systematic incursions of the Ottoman hordes, the pil-P
lage and devastation they wrought ruined the once flourishing

,

cities. In these condition's, the fundamental aim of the^people's
,

struggle wagedjby Skanderbeg for a quarter of a century, "con-
'

sisted in stemming""Wis "drain on the economic and human
resources of the country, preventing the destruction of the
developing production forces and defending the whole socio-
political and cultural level of development attained in that
epoch. By this policy he won the popular masses, which rallied



i& . .

.

round him and nmght unreservedly beside Jum. Theirs was a

war to the end; Nit involved even old- fmks^v^ojnen and
children, who, when The^ were not the victims, repres

an active force in the war>^ P^W^Jn^^
This war awakened and ctewifopea a powerful feeling of

patriotism amongst the masses or the people. It assumed the

features of an essentially popular war. For 25 years on end,

the Albanian popular masses, anonymous heroes, fought under
the leadership of Skanderbeg to defend their soil, their freedom
and independence, building the solid foundations of the edifice

which the future generations were to complete: the union of

^the Albanian people in a national state. Skanderbeg's epoch
is a brilliant illustration of the vital force and the highest
virtues of the Albanian people.

Of course, the personal qualities of Gjergj Kastrioti stood
much for his victories. The 'figure of Skandertoeg stood out in

sharp contrast to those of the European princes. When he
went to -Rome in 1466, the masses of the people, that had
turned up in the streets to hail him, expected to see the usual

procession of personages in sumptuous robes, but they re-

mained greatly surprised at seeing the Albanian hero of uni-

versal fame ^dressed like a pauper». This simplicity of the

Albanian national hero manifested itself in all his activities.

In his relations with the people, with his co-fighters, in peace
f modesty,
eTTvearts of

as work
e, not of

as well as in war, Skanderbeg was an exa:

courage and intelligence. By his virtues he
his people who rallied around him to a d

Skanderbeg's immortality rests in the

was not 'that of a single man, but of an en?

a single century, but of whole centuries.

The epoch" of Skanderbeg did not come to an end in 1468,

with his death, because the ratio of social forces and the

historic tasks remained the same for dozens of years after

his death, as long as the struggle went on in an organiz-

ed manner. The heroic ' defence of Kruja, which lasted

for more than ten years, and the two sieges of Shkodra in

1474 and 1474-1479, after which the citadel was conquered not
by the enemy, but by starvation, bear witness to this.

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE IlAV: INDEPENDENCE 47

T' —
in the

^ Thefigu*
centuries

^Gjergj Kastrioti will conquer the centuries,^ said one of \K
his contemporaries, Enea Silvio Piccolomini. Time has con-^y

firmed his judgement.
The wars of the Albanian people, under the leadership

of Skanderbeg, for the defence of their land against the Ot-

toman Empire had great repercussions beyond the bounds of

Albania and assumed international proportions. The Albanians

nailed down an important part of the Ottoman army, inflicted

repeated losses on it, and wore out a good part of its fighting

strength, thus easing the burden of th^^m^tm̂ and im-

peding the passage of the Turks to Italy. ^AG&b~f
Qlf

>

«The invasion of Europe is certain,^ John of Newport, an

English knight who served as a volunteer in Skanderbeg's

army, wrote in 1456, ^because there is no force capable of

resisting the Turks if the Albanian citadel falls.» And in faci

hardly had the last Albanian fortress falen m
Mehmed II, feeling himself more or less secure in his ^
rear, went immediately over to attacking southern Italy, Q$
which he had dreamed of invading 'for a quarter of a century. V
A 10,000 strong Turkish army .

sailed from Vlora and
landed in Italy, seizing the citadel of Otranip (1480). Taking

advantage of the involvement of the Turks in Italy, an armed
uprising broke out in Albania and in 1481, upon the calUof

the chiefs of the insurrection, Gjon Kastrioti, Skanderbeg's

son, returned to his country with some hundreds of Albanian

exiles. Caught between two fires, the Ottomans were forced

to abandon Otranto andreturn to Albania, where they under-

took large-scale I5un|£iv&) operations against the . insurgents^ It

-

was only in 1482 that the insurrectional movement succumbed
under the blows of the Turks, and Gjon Kastrioti again wag
forced to leave Albania. ^ t*> p^L. ^ *fto>0^ Qr>

Karl Marx made a high 'assessment of (the Albanian epic

of the 15th century, an epic which the Sons of the Eagle

wrote with their blood. In the wars of the Albanians led by^
Skanderbeg he saw the wars of a people and a country to

defend their own freedom, as well; as ...a.Mow dealt at the only

military power of the Middle Ages, which could oppose the

historical development of emerging capitalism and universal
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fss. He considered Skanderbeg, first of all, a figure that
1

accelerate the progress of mankind. His appraisal is

^ to understanding the essence of the international role
•kanderbeg and his immortal feats.

What the enlightened mindis of the Renaissance stood
ardently for — freedom of man and the homeland confidence

ituries have sought and

gj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg

astrioti, with his hero-

national
.
consciousness, Skanderbeg not onfy propagated in

words, but also defended with his sword and translated into
deeds. He aroused the people to defend these great ideas,
gave the European Renaissance a breathing space and saved
it from the Ottoman invasion which threatened to strangle it

in its cradle. Thus he became an Albanian titan of the Renais-
sance and although he left no Latin writing, he wrote with
his blood a grandiose work full of ]|fe iri which not only
his century 'but also the subsequent o

.

found a source of inspiration. Gje
made the posterity speak of him.
V- When he was still alive, Gjergj

,

ism, with the lofty ideals he defended, had already entered
the oral literature, the legends and songs of the Albanian peo-
ple and the other peoples of the Balkans. After his death, this
popular literature and the works of historians, publicists and
philosophers, the various assessments made of him in dif-
ferent epochs, inspired a whole literature which from the
beginning of the 16th century flourished in several lan-
^ lages and in the most diverse genres: sonnets, poems, his-

&^al_n£vels and stories, lays, libretti, etc. Will all

their\mdiviaTCa1-^culiarities and the artistic' evolution of the
approach to the figu^e^ofthe hero in the course of the cen-
turies, tfrsjse works havetke one fundamental element: in
all of thenN^kanderbeg appears^s a heVo of great strength
of character, vacant and generous : irr^skoj^a/3±ie spirit of the
good who ' " "

"

the forces of the evil infall^circumstances.
liberation struggles havW-^een taken up

as jutfjects o£\ w^rld literature as often as Gjergj Kastrioti-
been five centuries since his hand let

unvanquished sword. The (bibliography on
to published on the occasion of the 500th
' leath comprises more than 1,000 works in—-^l^vyiXO

>en and featsw were frequently evoked in

ier€

kanderbeg h
go for ever hf
our legendary
centenary of
21 languages.

Skanderbeg'

hi*
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the clandestine press of the National Liberation War. After
Liberation, man'y writers, composers, painters and seulptx

have chosen Skanderbeg as the central figure of (many of their^

works. -'K^A^pt^tJ^
The PLA and the people's state power "nave organize ;

- .

various activities to honour the figure of the national hero \ 'Xfafrfa*-
of the Albanian- people in a worthy manner. ..The central

square of Tirana, a military school, a great agricultural enter-

prise, the Museum of Kruja,. etc. 'bear the name , of Skanderbeg.
The «Order of Skanderbeg^, one of the highest decorations ^ ^
for distinguished service, has been instituted by special law. .'VvT

Everywhere there are monuments 'erected to commemorate' \
Skanderbeg's great victories in his struggle against the Ot-
tomans. Equestrian statues by Albanian' sculptors dominate p
the central places in Tirana and Kruja. And finally, in

1968, on the occasion of the 500th anniversay of the death
of the hero, important activities were organized in Tirana,' ,

Kruja, Lezha and in other cities of the countj^^-'^^ ^vvW^V'

The centuries-long struggle of the Albanian people^^
for freedom and independen^^^^ ^^^^
The establishment of the Ottc

on Albanian territory had disast

normal .course of the 'general

The Ottoman administration

lan feudal* military regime
3sequences for the
"^of the country,tienj

tried to ^mplant its laws and
customs dn occupied Albania, going the whole length in their

efforts to convert the population into Turks. But the efforts of

the Ottoman invaders to hitch definitively the destiny of

Albania to the chariot of Constantinople ended in failure.

The Albanians put up an unexampled resistance to this new
threat. T^e fivgj^ntuTira

'-

nf- of ceaseless

. uprisings of the Albanian people .tQ-.shak£L-iQ£t-the-^u-p&sh
yoke,, ^5W>

.The

J

ive memory of Gjgfrgj Kastriofi, l,rVe all ideas which
strike deep roots^among Jtne masses of the people, became a

mobilizing "element^ Hy.authority was so great that in the

eighties and nineties of the 15th century, the masses that rose,

to regain their lost /iberty, this tune called on his son and
grandson in exile^n/ltaly to return and lead their struggle as

they had done &iali)a century before, when they went to

4 - 117 A
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Edrene to invite Gjergj Kastrioti to take the leadership of

^ their war The country again was liberated from Himara to

\^ the northern mountain ranges. The Sultans were obliged to

C? J organize new military expeditions to reoccupy the country.

(
V ^ From the 16th to the 18th century, a number of violent up-

risings broke out in the mountainous areas of the country.

^> These upheavals, which were directed both against the foreignm occupier and against the renegade feudal lords, strengthened

^ ^ the national feeling and enhanced the patriotism of the

^ people^
^nt^y is marked by important changes in the

economic and political fields: the passage from the system of

feudal^military landownership to the system of cifhgs
,
^tne

development of marked-towns, the development of production

and exchange. The development of the forces of production

of the country brought about the economic and political

emancipation of the Albanian feudal lords and the formation

of the great Albanian pashaliks of Shkodra and Janina which

waged incessant wars to escape the dependence on
f

the buy

blime Porte.

In the middle_jaf_th^fiugt century, the popular move-

mente2aSs^^ became 'broader

and more frequent... The ba^s-m---the. Melesin Mountam (Les-

kovik) in 1831 and in Shkodra in 1835, in Dibra and Gjakova

in\l844, were the forewarnings pi the great peasant uprising

of '1847 when the Albanians, as a folk song has it, fought

«banner in hand for all Albania*, These attempts to gain

freedom, which were drowned in blood by the Turkish pashas,

had important consequences. They were the prologue to" all

the events that followed from 1878 to 1912 in Albania. In this

period a whole pleiad of outstanding men of «the pen or the

rifles began to rise -on the Albanian horizon, they put them-

selves at the head of the national movement for complete,

liberation and independence, organizing the struggle to break

the chains of foreign bondage, and to establish national

independence, to set up the Albanian state a state which

however, would be no longer a feudal state, but a democratic

one This period, known in the history of the country as the

Albanian National Renaissance, is another brilliant page oi

the history of our people.

The struggle of the Albanian people for freedom arid

feudal estates
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independence entered a new phase i**""the years 1878-1881.
Under the Treaty of San Stefan^ in March 1878, many
purely Albanian territories were to be annexed to Bul-
garia, Serbia and Monteneg*-*! The threat of the dismember-
ment of the HomelanoMsecame even more imminent after the
Berlin Congress of Wm. The Albanian people rose to defend
themselves, andha^ace of this new menace, they set up the
League of :PjTzr^) which extended its activity over the whole
of Albania.^heT^eague issued its program with claims ranging
from autonomy to the complete liberation of Albania from
the Ottoman yoke!

The League of Prizren gave a fresh impulse to the move-
ment for national liberation. During this period, the struggle
of the Albanian people against Turke*y was characterized by
a stronger national awareness. This struggle was also di-

rected against the secret colonialist plans of the Great
Powers which, under the Treaty of San Stefano and, moreover
at the. Berlin Congress, sought to amputate Albania to the

advantage of the neighbouring countries as well as for their

own sinister 'ends, attracted as the'y were by the strategic

position of Albania on the Adriatic, which made it an impor-
tant springboard towar^g thenMed^itermnean, as well as by its

natural resources. £^'5(^Yi^^
Precisely a^tnis time the uprisings of the years 1883, ,

1885, 1892^-lJ^a^etc. broke out in a series. The movement
gathered sfcemgth^and became better organized especially after

1900. In 19Uo, tne first units of freedom fighters carried out
isolated actions combined with large-scale actions engaging
the Turkish garrisons. In the Northern Mountains these guer-
rilla units comprised about 15,000 armed men in their ranks.

The extension of the liberation armed struggle, accom-
panied with the opening of Albanian schools and patriotic

clubs, the publication of newspapers and magazines as well

as books written in Albanian served to enhance the national

awareness of the Albanian people.

The Young Turks, who came to power in 1908, saw that

Albania was breaking away from Turkey's grip, therefore

they sent their ablest general, Shefket Turgut Pasha, against

the Albanian insurgents, in the hope that he would drown Al-

bania in blood. But the Albanians took to arms in 1911 and rose

to a man. In 1912 the Albanian! insiiq^cj;lons against Turkey \
entered a new phase, that of _tbe_ger^ \
by Xl^giorn^^ :which. had ,ite„ •centre M
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/in the region of Koepya. The Kosova patriots gave the first

/ signaTof the general uprising which spread over the, whole

of Albania and -was crowned with the proclamation of the

Independence of the country in November- 28,..1902«anjL-tbe.

formation of an Albanian ' government chaired by the great

patHdrismail Qemaii which had its seat in Vlora. >The flag

raised in 1912,» said Comrade Enver Hoxha, ^crowned the

titanic struggles of the Albanian people, showed that with

their armed struggle, their steel unity for a great aim. — the

defence of their Homeland, their honour, their customs, their

language and noble traditions, the Albanian people had van-

quished powerful, savage and perfidious enemies. The Al-

banian people showed their indomitable, intrepid, wise, un-

flinching and just spirit, thereby vanquishing their enemies, as

they will vanquish in the future any other enemy, no matter

^ how strong and great, attempting to encroach upon their

-soveTetgn> rigti'ts.» j
^-lnthe years 1913-1939 the Albanian people strove and

fought for the consolidation of their national independence

and their existence as a state, for the defence of their ter-

ritorial integrity against the attacks and intrigues of the pre-

datory and chauvinist imperialist powers, for ensuring their

social, economic and cultural progress as well as for the esta-

blishment of a democratic order.

The Great Powers did not recognize Albania s indepen-

dence proclaimed in Vlora. They continued to hafoh new

monstrous plans in order to (wipe Albania off the political

map of the Balkans as an independent state and a distinct

^Nevertheless, the patriotic government presided by Ismail

Qemali made great efforts to organize the Albanian state

Internally "arid to afffrni" ' its
' existence in the international

arena
" With its activities it gave the whole world to under-

slW' that the Albanian people were capable of governing

themselves and living as a nation. _
It was only on July 29, 1913, after long bargaining, that

the Great Powers were forced, to recognize the independence

cTAHIbama, butjmderJh^^^
TmndTthe delimitation of the borders of_thejiew .M^anian

s^a^eTeft^out Tfifli .
of.._the''S^nia;

n.._ territones_outsid£ the

"mother ^untry. Contrary to the will of the Albanian people

ahXwIthout the approval of the national government of Vlo-
1

ra which th<*y forced to resign, the Great Powers imposed
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on the country a Constitution they had worked out themselves <

and placed a foreign prince, Wdlhelm von Wied, at the head

of the new state.
<>

During the First World War, Albania was turned into a
(

battlefield where the armies of the imperialist and chauvinist

'

powers ,confronted one another. After seizing Vlora, which

they planned to utilize as a bridge-head for their further

penetration into Albania and the Balkans, at the end of the

war the Italians ^stationed
1 their troops, more than 50,000

strong, in a great part of the country. Their Yugoslav rivals

who, on their part, had occupied the north-eastern regions,

followed the example of the Italian imperialists. Korea

and Gjirokas'tra ,were under the joint occupation of French

and Italian forces.

After the war, the representatives of the imperialist Great

Powers — the United States, Britain, France and ftaly, most

shamelessly tried to sort out their differences at the cost of the

peoples. Thus, among other things, they worked out a project

for the dismemberment of Albania. This continued in the

tradition of their anti-Albanian policy, which found its ex-

pression in the infamous Treaty of London of April 1915,

as well as in the despicable bargainings concluded at the Paris

Peace Conference of 1919. But the sons and daughters of

Albania did not allow the fate of their Homeland to be decided

by the imperialist Great Powers, . which were bus^ working

out the new map of the world. The publication and denun-

ciation of the imperialist secret treaties at the end of 1917

by the Soviet Government led by Lenin, and among others,

of the London Treaty of April 1915, stipulating the dismem-

berment of Albania, lent powerful support to the anti-imperial-

ist national movement of the Albanian people and raised' the

vigilance of the mass of patriots.

In January 1920, the imperialist Great Powers were

busy planning to give Northern Albania to Yugoslavia and

Vlora and its hinterland to Italy,, which was also to be given

the mandate of the remaining Albanian territories. In January

1920, the Albanian patriots met at Lushnja in a congress

which went down in history under the name of that town

and said «no!» to the bargainings of the imperialist Great

Powers. The Congress rejected the plans of the Paris Peace

Conference for the partitioning of Albania and declared that

the Albanians would not spare their Mood to oppose all de-

cisions which endangered the territorial integrity of their
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(Country and their complete independence. The Congress elect-

ed a government chaired by Sulejman Delvina and a Supreme

Council with the attributes of the state power.

The Congress of Lushnja was neither a purel'y formal

political act, nor the -product of political combinations of the

foreign ^towers. It was the result of the political struggle of

the masses of the people who had risen to defend the freedom

and independence of their Homeland. With its clear-cut na-

tional and anti-imperialist character it represented an impor-

tant event in the centuries-long history of our people.

The idea of the armed struggle to defend the freedom and

independence of the Homeland, which was launched at the

Congress of Lushnja, expressed the firm determination of the

people. In June ,1920 they -wrote wi'th their blood a new epic,

the epic of those valiant fighters who, as a popular song has

it, «fought with swords and daggers and old rifles» against

the Italian divisions armed to^-the teeth, until they drove

them into the sea, out of the VloraJ region which Rome con-

sidered the ^Gibraltar of the Affiatie». With their just war

the Albanians brought the Italian Government to negotiate

with the Tirana Government and sign on August 2, 1920, a

convention on the withdrawal of the .
Italian troops from the

occupied areas and the- recognition of the independence and

territorial integrity of the country.

The victory achieved at Vlora, apart from its national

importance, had also an international significance, because

it halted the Italian expansion towards the East. Had it

maintained its positions in Vlora, Ltialian imperialism would

have endangered the other Balkan peoples, too. In this way
the Albanian victory in Vlora safeguarded the interests of

the neighbouring peoples, too.

The events of 1920 confirmed a great lesson of the Alban-

ian history, a truth drawn from the centuries-long battles of

the Albanian people, that it is the people themselves, with

their inexhaustible forces, whfo can discharge the missions set

by history.

In the years 1920-1924 the expansion of the broad anti-

f feudal movement for the democratization of the country was

crowned with the triumph of the democratic revolution of

June 1924. It brought i<o power the first democratic govern-

v
ment of sa revolutionary character in the Balkans. This govern-

ment, chaired by fan Nol i, had a o^mocratic„
i
program includ-

ing the application of a number of pr^res^sive^^orms.
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The enadtment of this program came up against the

fierce opposition tof internal and external reaction. The Noli

Government backed down in face of the resistance of the

reactionary forces. It focussed mainly on the external problems,

and- tried to neutralize the hostile attitude of the imperialist

Great Powers and the neighbouring countries by winning

- recognition abroad. This government established diplomatic

relations with the Soviet Union.

In the meantime, the imperialist states', and Great Britain

in the -firs't place, were busy liquidating the revolutionary

hotbeds in the world. Imperialist agents in Albania, and the

British minister Eyres among them, set everything in motion

in order to organize the internal reaction and to overthrow

the new government as quickly as possible. In December

1924jJ:he reactionary gangs of the Albanian feudal lords came

rrrttT Albania" from Yugoslavia and Greece and," with the" Sup-

port of the Yugoslav troops and the White Guards launched

a general assault against the revolution... On-JDicemhex 24,

thA^ra-ptured Tirana. Thus, with the support, of_the imjpenal-

is
v

t Great Bowers, the savage dictatorship of the local land-

owners and the bourgeoisie and a regime of white terror was

established in Albania .

'

Tr7e defeat of the June revolution was a great loss for the

Albanian .people and the revolutionary movement in the Bal-

kans. This fact was to be stressed some time later bygone of

the leaders of the international communist and workers' move-

ment, George Dimitrov, who said that «the counter-

revolutionary turn in Albania brought about by Ahmet ,Zog,

with the assistance of Yugoslavia and its armed forces, ex-

tended the front of the Balkan reaction to the Adriatic.^

Initially _Ahmet Zog acceded to power as president of

the republic. ~^u\ in 1928 he instituted the monarchy and

proclaimed himself - King of lhe~^lbanians. Whether a pre-

sident or (king, ,Zog was a cruel dictator, a despot of the orien-

tal type, a <<Mtle ,Sultan», as he was ironically called in Al-

bania. His regime had a reactionary, anti-democratic and

anti-national character. Having suppressed all democratic

freedom and civil rights, he intensified the oppression and

exploitation of the masses of the people by the corrupt

ruling classes.

But this state of ithings could not be accepted by the

popular masses of the towns and villages, or by the progres-

sive elements of the country. Despite the small number of
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the working class, under the influence and leadership of the

communists, a workers' movement (strikes, manifestations

and other forms of resistance against the regime) developed in

several Albanian towns in the thirties. There were revolts,

the most important of which was that of Fier (August 1935),

which was the work of a secret organization rallying diverse

currents whose common aim was to overthrow the regime.

-

Zog's foreign policy was conditioned by the fact that he
owed much of its success to his patrons that had brought him
to power by force of bayonets. So he practised an open door
policy with them. As early as 1926, the Italian monopolies
gained a number of concessions for prospecting and exploit-

ing the minerals as well as for controlling the banking,
trading and farming sectors of the country. In 1926, a «pact

of friendship and security* was signed in Rome, and a year
later a ^treaty of defensive alliance*, under which Italy

acquired the right to intervene milrtarlry in Albania under
the pretext of coping with an external or internal menace.
The Italian loans put Albania under the economic tutelage

of Rome. Italian military missions and fascist organizations

stepped up their activity in the ranks of the Albanian army
and administration, carrying out Italian peaceful penetration

according to instructions from Rome, thus preparing the

ground for the April 7, 1939 invasion, when 173 Italian war-
ships and 600 planes attacked Albania and more than 50,000
men landed 'in the ports -of the country . to rob the sons of

Albania of their liberty. ZJog and his clique .fled the country,
abandoning it to its fate. .The Albanian army, which the
Italian military specialists and the pvo-iascist officers had put
out of action, disintegrated without resistance. Nevertheless,

isolated groups of patriots fought heroically against the ag-

gressors at Durres, Saranda, Shengjin, Shkodra and Vlora. The
British newspaper Daily Telegraph wrote about the resis-

tance oif the Albanian people against the fascist invasion:

^Albania has spoken in a language Europe is no longer used

to hear.* But being far superior in forces, they crushed this

opposition. In a matter of a few da^s, the fascists succeeded

m occupying the whole country. Nevertheless, the Albanian
people did not submit. They expressed their profound hatred

for 'he Italian invaders and never put up with the regime

of foreign occupation.

The occupation of Albania was the logical conclusion of
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the aggressive policy of Italian fascism and of the anti-national

and anti-popular capitulationist policy pursued by the

Zog regime .as well as of the <aon-inberventio,n* policy of the

imperialist Western powers, which eventually recognized this

occupation. Only the Soviet Union, consistent ,in its policy of

defending the state menaced by fascism, raised its voice

against this aggression.

A wave of indignation and protest against the Italian

aggression rose in the Albanian colonies abroad, progressive

public opinion all over the world denounced this act of piracy,

The occupation of Albania by Italy marked the beginning

of the dark period of fascist slavery for the Albanian people.

When they retained the regime of the feudal landlords and
the bourgeoisie, the occupiers set about carrying out a vast

plan of political, economic and administrative measures in-

tended to legalize the regime of occupation and Italianize the

country, to plunder its resources and turn it into a base for

aggression against the other Balkan countries and the

East. They aimed to implement the colonial policy of ancient

Rome, with the ambition of turning the Adriatic into an
Italian lake. This policy involved the Italianization of the

eastern coast of the Adriatic, just as ancient Rome had tried

to bring about the Romanization of the same area.

The efforts to instal a fascist dictatorship in Albania were
marked by the hasty convention in Tirana of a ^consti-

tuent assembly* which proclaimed, the ^personal union of

Albania with Italy* and offered the crown of Albania to the

King of Italy, Victor Emmanuel III. A puppet Albanian govern-
ment chaired by the big landowner Shefqet Verlaci was set

up. However, state power was concentrated in the hands of

the Italian .General Lieutenancy. With the suppression of

the Albanian .ministry of foreign affairs its attributes were
taken over by its Italian counter-part. The other ministerial

departments were practically led by Italian ^advisers*. The
Albanian armed forces, incorporated into the Imperial Army,
were under Italian command. The convention on the
•«equality of civil and political rights of Italian and Albanian
citizens* was followed by dozens of . thousands of Ita-

lian settlers thronging to Albania. The latter, together with
the occupation troops, made up the task force of colonizing

and fascizing the whole country. Abundantly flowing Italian

capital became the all-powerful master of the economy of the

country, transforming it into a mere source of raw materials
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for Italy and a market reserved exclusively for its products.

The Albanian people were very quickly to see the con-

sequences of the establishment of the fascist regime. They

saw themselves totally deprived of their freedom and inde-

pendence. Soon hundreds of patriots were sent to j ail or de-

ported to concentration camps in Italy-. The fascists set up

a network of police force to shadow ^people suspect to the

regime>>. The civil servants were forced to take the oath of

allegiance to the Italian king under the penalty of being

revoked. The fascist laws created all over, the country an

atmosphere of uncertainty and terror.

The epic of the National Liberation War

Where is the foe that ever saw

their back?

Lord Byron

The Albanian people were among the first victims of

fascism and the first in Europe 'to take up arms against it.

They did not stop fighting until they crushed the nazi-fascist

occupiers and the local traitors, thus writing the most glorious

epic of their history in their liberation war.

The Italian fascists invaded Albania, but never succeeded

in reducing its indomitable spirit. Alone in front of a

savage enemy armed to the teeth, they put up a valiant and

bold resistance to the enemy that had trampled their hearths.

After the bloody events of April 1939, many sons and daugh-

ters of Albania, wrth what weapons they could find, began

the partisan war. Despite the terror and the demagogic mano-
euvres of the enemy, who did everything to break the Al-

banian resistance, anti-fascist manifestations broke out in the

towns. The first guerrilla units, led by the communists and

enjoying the. support of the population,- carried out all sorts

of actions, attacking enemy columns, blowing up • military

stores, carrying out surprise attacks on the enemy, killing

spies and traitors. On the Greek front two battalions of Al-

banian soldiers, recruited by force, either deserted and took

to the mountains or defected to the Greek side.
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With the founding of the Communist Party of Albania

on November 8, 1941 the National Liberation War entered

a new phase. Very soon it grew in scope and strength and
turned into a true popular revolution. The Party worked
a clear political program of the 'National Liberation War and
made the people aware of the goals of this struggle.

The Communist Party rallied and organized the Albanian

people in a united front for national liberation, the founda-

tions of which were laid at the Conference of Peza which was
held on September 16, 1942 1

. Large-scale partisan warfare

began in 1942 under its leadership.

The fundamental aim of the war of the Albanian people

was the complete liberation of Albania from the foreign oc-

cupiers, the achievement of true national independence and

the establishment of a regime of people's democracy. Partisan

warfare was a form of struggle known and tested in the

course of centuries both in Albania and other countries. The
Albanian people had an ancient tradition of patriotic strug-

gles, and guerilla wars against the invaders. Availing itself of

these traditions, the Communist 'Party of Albania gave the

partisan struggle against the fascist occupiers and the local

traitors a profoundly popular and revolutionary content.

The National Liberation War of the Albanian people had
a double character: it was an anti-imperialist and anti-fascist

and at the same time an anti-feudal and democratic revolu-

tion. . The motive forces of this struggle were : the working
class, the poor and middle peasantry, the petty- and middle
bourgeoisie of the towns,, the patriotic intellectuals. The
working class was the leading force, the other forces being

its allies.

The essential social contradictions existing at that time

in Albania consisted of the contradiction between the fascist

occupiers who had enslaved the people, on the one hand, and
the Albanian people who wanted to live free and independent,

on the other, and the contradiction between the feudal-bour-

geois strata which supported the foreign occupation, and the

broad masses of the people who called for the instauration of

democratic freedoms. The Albanian reaction, represented by the

1 Peza is a region near Tirana, where under the leadership of the

Party, the anti-fascist movement and the National Liberation War,

had set up strong bases.



60 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

big feudal landlords, the big bourgeoisie, etc. who had made
common cause with the occupiers, was forced' to respond to the

national liberation movement, especially following the his-

toric Conference of Peza. In these circumstances, under the

sponsorship of the fascist occupier, the Balli Kombetar (the

National Front) was. formed — a traitor organization which
took upon itself to wreck the National Liberation War and to

assist the foreign occupiers, even by organizing its own armed
units and throwing them in action against the partisans.

The Party dispatched a number of its. members, young
communists and friends, experienced in urban guerilla war-
fare to the countryside to rally new fighters, mainly from
among the peasantry for the creation of guerilla units. The
countryside became the base and the principal source of sun-
ply of the partisan guerillas. .

There was no class limitation as to the composition of the
guerillas. All H;hose who expressed their readiness to fight

the occupier were admitted. Only elements ol dubious re-

cord, criminals and gangsters who had been branded by the

people as such were barred from joining. A partisan guerilla

unit numbered 50 to 60 fighters. It was headed by a com-
mander and a political commissar who jointly led its actions

and were answerable for the military training and the political

preparedness of the partisans. Along with their intensive

military activity against the occupiers and traitors, the par-
tisan guerillas did tireless political work to expose the
occupiers and the local traitors, organized cultural and edu-
cational activities not only among the partisans but also

among the population of the areas in which they operated.

The guerrillas had their bases in the liberated regions in

which they had destroyed the organs of the state power of

the occupier and helped the people set up national liberation

councils as organs of the National Liberation War. They
assisted the peasants in farm work and served as guardians

of law and order for the national liberation councils. Besides

partisan guerillas, after the Conference of Peza, territorial

guerilla units, one for every big village or for two or three

small hamlets were also formed. They were self-defence units

which took up arms to assist the partisan guerillas in impor-
tant actions or to oppose enemy incursions in the liberated

areas. The self-defence units served at the same time as a

reserve force to complete and increase the regular partisan

units.

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HAVE WON THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE Q\

After the Conference of Peza, the number of urban guer-

illas, partisan guerillas and self-defence guerillas rapidly

increased. Towards the end of 1942, the partisan forces pro-

per numbered about 2,000 men besides thousands of fighters

incorporated into the unban and rural guerillas.

In an attempt to wipe out the partisan guerillas, the

Italian occupiers launched a large-scale punitive operation

from September to December 1942 in 27 regions of the coun-

try, and a campaign of terror in the towns, which always

ended up in failure. In July 1943, the fascist occupiers pro-

claimed the whole of Albania a zone of war operations. The

Italian commander-in-chief was forced to admit that «the

Albanian people, in their great majority and without class

distinctions, have risen against Italy and against the presence

of our troops in their country .» He demanded reinforcements

from Rome in order to be able to cope with the situation.

The repeated! waves of terror, far from putting out the

fire of the liberation struggle, fanned it out even more. The

National Liberation War assumed more and more the form

of a great people's uprising. Most of the Albanian territory

(with the exception: of the main towns) was controlled by the

freedom fighters. In these conditions, in the beginning of

July 1943, the National Liberation General Council was con-

vened. It decided to set up a General Staff and to incorporate all

the partisan guerillas and battalions into one National Libe-

ration Army. After the creation of the General Staff, of which

Enver Hoxha, the General Secretary of the Communist Party

of Albania, was the political commissar, the armed struggle

entered a new phase characterized by a higher degree of

organization and more vigorous extension — the phase of the

general people's uprising. The General Staff proceeded with

the organization of the National Liberation Army and con-

centrated in its hands the strategic and operational direction

of the armed struggle against the occupiers and traitors, while

at the same time working out the tactic of this struggle. At the

moment .when the General Staff was set up, the Albanian

National Liberation Army numbered in its ranks about 10,000

fighters incorporated into permanent partisan detachments.

Besides this, self-defence guerillas in the liberated villages

and guerilla units in the occupied towns and regions com-

prised a number of fighters double that of the year before.

In order to put the enemy under all-round fire, and bring the

outbreak of the general uprising nearer, the General Staff
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set about creating greater, better organized and equipped
units, capable of engaging in large-scale fighting. As a result

the 1st Shock Brigade was formed (15 August 1943), followed
by others all oyer the country.

Another very important step taken by the General Staff
was the organization of military power in the rear. Regional
commands and local commands were set -up as organs of
this power. They carried out the functions of people's police
in the liberated areas and served as support for the national
liberation councils.

Even after the creation of the General Staff, the National
Liberation Army continued its tactics of partisan warfare as
the main form of activity against the enemy, and this

because of the numerical superiority of the occupation forces,
and above all, their superiority in armaments, ammunition,
means of transport and communications, supply and equipment.
In these conditions, to accept battle in open field would have
spelt death for the people's armed uprising.

The partisan units and detachments carried out offensive
operations, harassing the enemy at any unexpected moment,
which they did with rapid manoeuvring and surprise attacks,

with the initiative of the commanders of brigades, groups
and battalions, and an intelligent utilization of the terrain.

The cadres who led the National Liberation Army, the
commanders and commissars came from the ranks of the
workers, peasants and patriotic intellectuals, from among the
braver and more capable partisans, and were formed as
such in the crucible of the war. The enemy, the army and
depots of the occupiers, which remained until the end
of the war the main source of supply for the partisans in
arms and ammunition, were seized through hard>-fought
battles. Food and shelter were provided mainly by the urban
and peasant (population.

Great attention was attached to keeping the morale in

the army high. With its work of political education the
Communist Party raised an entire generation of fighters,

ready to lay down their lives for the Homeland and th<

freedom of the people. This moral force had its roots in the
high consciousness of the fighters, who knew what they
were fighting for, were fully aware of the difficulties, the
privations and the sacrifices their struggle called for, and
were animated by an unshakeable faith in the triumph of

their cause.
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From the first day of its formation, the National Libera-

tion Army was a profoundly democratic army of the revolu-

tion. The rank-and-file enjoyed equal rights with the com-

manders and commissars and complete freedom to participate

in the political life of the country, the solution of the military,

political and organizational problems of the army. Everything

including military operations of army units, political work,

the activity of commands and the behaviour of the partisans

and cadres, was subject to the judgement and criticism of

the: collective. The order of the command was the desire of

the fighters and the people. To ensure that orders were

executed to the letter, broad debate and exchange of opinions

was organized.

Democracy in the Albanian National Liberation Army
was an expression of its popular character and emanated

from the principle that the masses play the decisive role as

the makers of history.

This democracy did not weaken military discipline m
the slightest, on the contrary, strengthened it, made it more

conscious, not only did it not effect centralized leadership,

but made its application easier.

In each unit, the party basic organizations were the

animating spirit of all the activities of the partisan fighters.

After the capitulation of fascist Italy, on September 8,

1943, Albania came under German occupation. Fifteen thous-

and Italian soldiers and officers surrendered to the National

Liberation Army and 1,500 of them joined the Albanian

partisan units, mainly as part of the 1st Shock Brigade, in

the battalion ^Antonio Gramsci*. The rest lived and worked

with the peasants.

In the beginning the Hitlerites tried to deceive the

Albanian people by pretending that they had come to

liberate Albania from the Italian yoke. In collusion with the

local traitors, they staged the ^separation of Albania from

Italy* and set up the organs of the independent Albanian

state*., such as the ^Executive Committee*, the ^Regency*,

the ^Albanian Government*, the ^Albanian Army*, the

^Albanian Gendarmerie-, etc. The Balli Kombetar and the

Legaliteti, two traitor organizations, of which the latter

sought to restore Zog's monarchic regime as the «Iegal* regime

of the country, supported this demagogical campaign. These

two organizations, as well as the other reactionary groupings

aligned themselves openly with the German nazis and parti-
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cipatedl arms in hand in the military operations carried out
by the occupiers against the National 'liberation Army and
the Albanian people.

But the Albanian people were not to be taken in by
this demagogy. Everywhere they waged fierce battles against
the new occupiers. On the Struga-Librazhd road, at Dra-
shovica near Vlora, at the Kardhiq Bridge near Gjirokastra,
along the Elbasan-Tirana . road, at Kruja, Konispol, Delvina
and Saranda, at Bilisht, on the Korca-Leskovik road and in

other (places, the detachments of the National Liberation
Army prevented them from occupying the whole Albanian
territory. Most of the liberated regions and a number of

towns remained free in the hands of the National Liberation
Army. In autumn 1943, the units and detachments of the
National Liberation Army went over to the offensive against
the Hitlerite troups and the reactionary forces all over the
country. On October 18, a battery of the Albanian National
Liberation Army shelled the palace in which the quisling
essembly was convened on the initiative of the German
command.

The nazi occupation stepped up the process of differentia-

tion of forces in the countify. All the reactionary groupings
and trends which had gone over to the armed struggle
against the National Liberation Movement, rallied around the
new occupiers.

Internal reaction and the traitors felt less and less capable
of coping With the situation on their own. Therefore they
sought the assistance and protection of the nazis and openly
placed all their forces under the command of the latter.

The nazi invaders made desperate efforts to put down
the national liberation movement. During the winter 1943-

1944, the Germans, assisted by the local traitors, undertook
a large-scale campaign with the objective of wiping out
the National Liberation Army. Four Hitlerite divisions,

assisted by many thousands of gendarmes, ballists and
Zogits, about 45,000 men all told, took a direct part in this

operation. By that time the National Liberation Army had
about 20,000 fighters operating all over Albania.

Both in number and armaments the enemy was far

superior than the partisans who were in great shortage of

weapons, ammunition, supplies and equipment, and, moreover,
were forced to fight in the conditions of the severe winter
of our mountains.
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The German occupiers backed up their large-scale of-

fensive against the National Liberation Army with a wave
of terror on a scale never seen in Albania until that time.

Whole villages were (plundered and burnt down. Thousands
of men and women, young and old, even children, were
shot, massacred, burnt alive, imprisoned or deported to

extermination camps. At any moment of the da'y or night,
'

the German nazis, the gendarmes and ballists broke into

people's homes, plundered them, rounded up men and wo-
men, young and old, beat them or executed them on the

spot without trial, and threw their corpses into the gutters.

The bodies of partisans killed in battle, or murdered after

their capture or even exhumated from their graves were
often loaded on animals and paraded through streets or

exhibited in town squares, in order to strike terror into the

hearts of the people. «<Blood-letting is a radical remedy
against infection. Blood must flow in torrents in the streets

of Tirana if we Want to re-establish peace. One day of

terror ensures ten years of peace !» reads an editorial of the

official press of the quisling government on February 4,
-

1944.

Nevertheless, the peace they wanted was not re-establish-

ed. With all the efforts of the enemy, their winter operation

proved a disaster for them. More than- 1,000 partisans laid

down their lives on the battlefield, but the ranks of the

National Liberation Army did not shrink or weaken, on
the contrary grew and strengthened with the 4th, 5th, 6th

and 7th Brigades which were formed precisely at this time.

The fighting, the difficulties and* privations it had to go

through, tempered the National Liberation Army moralry

and made it stronger than ever. The commanders, commissars

and the rank-and-file fighters gained rich military and
political experience. On the other hand, the partisan units

and detachments improved their, armament through captur-

ing new German weapons in the course of fighting.

Although they had the advantage of the offensive, the

occupier and the traitors suffered much heavier losses than

the partisan forces. From the political aspect the partisans

gained the greatest victory. By this time most of the reac-

tionary forces began to understand the futility of the fight

against the National Liberation Front and lost faith in

victory.

The enemy did not succeed in destroying either the

5 — 117 A
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national liberation councils or paralyzing their activity. These

organisms continued to give the National Liberation Army

considerable aid by procuring supplies, equipment, naeans

of transport, and above all, increasing its ranks with new

volunteers. They carried out a large-scale activity to keep

the morale and the fighting spirit of the people high, to

assist the victims of the war and to save the peasant masses

from starvation. . _
In the spring 1944, the Albanian National Liberation

Army had the initiative of the operations. In April the

partisan units and detachments went over to the offensive

all over the country. Almost all the regions south of the

Shkumbin River were liberated, while in Central and North-

ern Albania operations by partisan forces were, intensified.

The occupation troops and the reactionary forces entrenched

themselves in their barracks in the cities or m the fortified

'

positions along the main routes and the coast.
^

The situation became even more favourable for the

forces of the National Liberation Army following the series

of the brilliant victories of the Red Army over the German

In' tihese circumstances the first Anti-fascist National

Liberation Congress was held in the liberated town of

?ermet. It elected' the Anti-fascist National Liberation Coun-

cil as a legislative and executive body and the Anti-fascist

National Liberation Committee with the attributes of a prov-

isional government, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the

h€a<
Besides creating the supreme organs of the people's

power the Congress of Permet took the following decisions:

to build a new people's democratic Albania according to

the will of the people as it was solemnly expressed at the

Anti-fascist National Liberation Council today-; to prohibit ^

the return of the ex-King Zog to Albania; to deny ^cognition

to any other government that might be formed m the country

or in exile against the will of the Albanian people; to

fight the German occupier and the local traitors until their

total destruction and' the establishment of the state of

people's democracy all over the country. -

At its first session the Anti-fascist National Liberation

Council took a number of decisions of major importance which

were adopted by the Congress and which constituted the

first laws of the Albanian state of people's democracy. Ot

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HAVE WON THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE 67

particular importance was the revolutionary decision to
annul all the political and economic agreements the Zog
government had concluded with the foreign states as incompa-
tible with the interests of the Albanian people, had a
revolutionary character and particular importance. The Coun-
cil set up a special state commission for detecting and
identifying the war criminals and investigating the crimes
committed by the invader and the traitors.

It was at this Congress that the unification of the High
Command of the National Liberation Army and the intro-
duction of military rank were decided on. Comrade
Enver Hoxha was appointed commander-in-chief. The Con-
gress issued the directive to form divisions and army corps.
The General Command announced the formation of the
1st Shock Division.

The Congress reaffirmed its allegiance to the Anglo-
Soviet-American alliance and the friendship of the Albanian
people with all the peoples of the world anti-fascist coalition,

while at the same time it warned the imperialist powers that
the time when Albania could be used as a token for barter
was gone for ever. From now on Albania would decide its

own fate. The Congress publicly denounced the attempts of the
Anglo-American allies to. interfere in the internal political and
military affairs of Albania.

The historic decisions, of the Congress were received
with great joy and immediately embraced by the broad
people's masses.

Meanwhile the Hitlerite occupiers mounted the second
large-scale operation against the partisan forces. For this

offensive the enemy threw in four divisions and a half
of the Wehrmacht, and more than 50,000 gendarmes, ballists

and Zogites. This operation, too, which is known as the June
operation ended in complete defeat for the nazis and the
forces of reaction. It was another proof of the invincible
strength of the National Liberation Army and the Albanian
people. From this operation the people's army emerged strong-
er and more mature, the people were deeply resolved to
continue the war till final victory.

The enemy operation was still going on in the South
when on June 26, 1944 the forces of National. Liberation
Army launched a general offensive for the liberation of the
territory of Northern Albania. The enemy was taken, unawares,
unable to face this sudden attack. The German garrisons
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and the gangs of reactionaries, and their routes of communi-

cation were subject to daily destructive attacks by the Alba-

nian National Liberation Army. Unable to counter the general

offensive, the enemy evacuated regions and cities it haa

previously occupied, one after the other. By October 24 the

Hitlerites were driven out of the whole southern part of

the country to the north of the Shkumbin, where in June-

Julv 1944, the 1st and 2nd Divisions of the Albanian Libera-

tion Army had switched over to the offensive, the Germans

continued to only hold the cities of Elbasan, Tirana, Durres,

Kukes and iShkodra. . ..
rt^^a i

One of the more important consequences of the general

offensive of the National Liberation Army was the complete

annihilation of internal reaction. The Balli Kombetar, the

Legaliteti, their armed gangs and the gendarm detachments

were wiped out under the blows of the storm brigades and

divisions of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Army, the

Regency and the quisling government were completely

paratysed^^ ^ ^ liberation of the Capital Tirana,

which went on for 19 days, from October 29 to November

17 1944, was among the great battles the National Libera-

tion Anny fought in the final phase of the

of Tirana had the character of a pitched battle. The Hitlerites

lost 5,000 men 'besides a considerable number of prisoners

Ok November 28, 1944, the Democratic Government

chaired by Comrade Enver Hoxha entered Tirana amidst the

indescribable enthusiasm of the population.
.

^nNovemte 29, 1944, with the Liberation of Shkodra

in the North, the forces of the National Liberation Army

completed the liberation of Albania. The state of peoples

democracy was established all over the country.
+

The heroic struggle of the Albanian people under
,
the

leadership of the Communist Party of Albania was crowned^ complete victor^. The fascist domination m Albania

Tame to an end; at the same time, all dependence on the

imperialist great .powers was done away with and all enslav-

ing links with them were severed. The Albanian people

achieved their full national independence, and the rule of the

landlords and the bourgeoisie was overthrown. Albania broke

away for ever from the world capitalist system. This was the

greatest victory ever achieved by the Albanian people through-

out their history.
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The contribution of the Albanian people to the

great victory over fascism

, In fighting for more than five and a half years against

the occupiers, the Albanian people paid a heavy tribute in

blood and sacrifice's to bring about the brilliant victory of the

peoples against the nazi-fascist aggressors. By fighting for

their own national and social liberation, they also fought

.and shed their blood for the common victory of the peoples

against the fascist plague.

The partisan war waged by the Albanian people was,

on a world scale, a war in the rear of the enemy. Although
its objective was the liberation of. the country, the National

Liberation War of the Albanian people was a support for

the anti-fascist war of the peoples. Right from the beginning,

the Communist Party linked the war of the Albanian people

against Italian fascism and German nazism with the great

anti-fascist alliance. As a result of this correct policy, in

the course of the Second World War, the Albanian people

aligned themselves with the forces of the world anti-fascist

coalition. They fought with unexampled heroism and won a

place of honour in the war for the defeat of Italian fascism

and German nazism.

The National Liberation War saw the participation of

70,000 fighters incorporated in three army corps, eight divi-

sions and twenty-five brigades. Besides, a great number
of people fought in the ranks of self-defence units operating

almost in all the villages of Albania. In bloody battles

the enemy suffered heavy losses, the Albanian soil became
the grave for 26,000 nazi-fascist invaders, another 21,245

were wounded and 20,800 captured. In other words, the

Albanian partisan forces put out of action nearly 70,000

men in active service of the common enemy.
The nazi-fascist occupiers suffered heavy material losses

as well. The Albanian partisans/ destroyed 2,100 enemy tanks,

armoured cars or military vehicles, captured or destroyed

4,000 cannon and mortars, blew up 216 military depots,

destroyed telephone lines, repair shops and other installations

of the enemy.
The Albanian people, relative to their numbers, carried

a very heavy burden on their shoulders. During the Second
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World war, their territory of a little more than 28,000 square

kilometres was occupied ib'y about 700,000 fascist soldiers

who caused incredible damage and great devastation. With

its population of 1,200,000 Albania ranked among the coun-

tries which suffered the heaviest losses during the Second

World War. It gave the common cause 28,000 martyrs, that

is 2.48 per cent of its population, coming up third among

the nations of the anti-fascist bloc. Albania's percentage of

killed in relation to its population is 3,1 times greater than

that of Britain, and 17,59 times that of the United States.

The percentage of the wounded is 11 per 1,000 inhabitants,

that is five times more than the average of the wounded in the

countries of the anti-fascist bloc, the Soviet Union excepted,

and 34,500 people, or 3,96 per cent of the population, were

imprisoned or deported.

The material destructions suffered by Albania were

colossal- 36.14 per cent of dwelling-houses, 850 towns and

villages out of 2,500 Albania had at that time, were partially

or totally destroyed; entire regions such as Mallakastra,

Kurvelesh, Peza . and Skrapar were turned to ashes, many

towns, such as Leskovik, Pogradec, Saranda, Permet, were

burnt down by the occupiers; all routes of communication,

port facilities, mining equipment and electric installations

were destroyed; grain stores and livestock were plundered,

and the national economy was ruined. Total material damage

is estimated at more than 1,603 million dollars, that is 1,410

dollars per head of population. But these figures fail to

illustrate the sacrifices the brave partisan fighters and

the whole Albanian people had to make. Ill-clad, barefooted,

poorly armed, often going without bread, in the
(

snow and

storm, they gave the enemy no respite until they liberated

the whole of the Albanian territory with their own forces.

Fighting side by side with the other peoples, the Alba-

nian partisans discharged their internationalist duty honour-

ably and to the end. When the Italian fascists attacked Greece,

the Albanian people, through, bold combat actions, gave the

Greek people important assistance. In the regions of Durres,

Tirana, and Gjirokastra, the Albanian partisans attacked

Italian columns heading for Greece. The fascist
_

chiefs, as

well as the Western press, were forced to admitJims in

a letter addressed to Hitler on November 22, 1940, Mussolini

wrote that the losses of the Italian army on the Italian-
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Greek front were the result of the ^treason of the Alba-

nians».

General Badoglio, who replaced Mussolini in 1943 at

the head of the Italian government, wrote in his memories:

«The Greek troops are putting up stiff resistance on the

Kalamas River of the Epirus, while the Albanian troops incor-

porated in our divisions have either betrayed by contacting

the Greeks or have defected to their side.»

On December 22, 1940, the press agencies informed:

«The Albanian soldiers press-ganged into the Italian army

have mutinied yesterday in several sectors of the Italian

rear, inflicting heavV losses on the enemy before being

captured. Part of them managed to take, to the mountains,

where they are carrying on their resistance^ On January

4, 1941 they informed that «in the military circles it is

said that the Albanians are giving the Greeks important

assistance in their war against the Italians

»

The Albanian people watched the development of the

war and co-ordinated their actions against the enemy with

those of the forces of the anti-fascist coalition. The victories

of Stalin's Red Army in the environs of Moscow, in Stalingrad,

Kursk and elsewhere enthused our partisans who threw them-

selves into battle without sparing their lives.

At the moment when the Anglo-American forces landed

in Prance and opened the second front there, four picked

nazi divisions were nailed down in the mountains of Albania,

engaged in the bloody battles of their June operation a-

gainst the Albanian National Liberation Army. With their

war the Albanian partisans also did their, duty towards the

anti-fascist coalition.

On October 5, 1944, at the request of the High Command

of the Yugoslav National Liberation Army two brigades (the

3rd and the 5th) of the National Liberation Army crossed

the state border and carried their war against the nazis

on to the region of Kosova. Moreover, immediately after

the liberation of the country, two divisions (the 5th and

the 6th) of the Albanian National Liberation Army con-

tinued the pursuit of the Hitlerite invaders into the Yugos-

lav territory. The Albanian and Yugoslav partisans, fighting

side by side against the nazi hordes in December 1944

and in January-February 1945, liberated Montenegro, Sandjak

and the southern part of Bosnia. In the battles for the libera-

tion of the peoples of Yugoslavia, hundreds of fighters of
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the Albanian National Liberation Army laici down- their lives,

The' struggle of the Albanian people met with ,
great

response and was considered an active contribution to the

great antifascist war. It created the first international

premises for the restoration of Albania's . independence. :
It

frustrated the plans of the occupiers who
.
tried to rally

Albania to the fascist, bloc, and aligned our country with

the anti-fascist coalition. In December 1942, acknowledging

the War of. the Albanian people, Molotov, Eden and Hull,

ministers of foreign " affairs of the Soviet Union, Great

Britain and the United States " respectively, took their

stand towards the Albanian question in official declarations.

Among others, Molotov affirmed: «The Soviet Union, which

follows with .great sympathy the valiant war of the Alba-

nian patriots against the Italian occupiers- for the liberation

of their country, recognizes no claim of Italian imperialism

on Albanian territory and wants to see Albania free from

the yoke of fascist occupation and its independence restored.

»

For his part, Eden declared: «The British Government

wants Albania to be liberated from the Italian yoke and

its independence restored. The form of the state and go-

vernment that will foe established in Albania is up to the

Albanian people themselves to decide and this question will

be resolved at the end of the war.»

These declarations could not fail to cause great satisfac-

tion and a feeling of legitimate pride among the Albanian

people. The official declarations of the three main powers

of the anti-fascist coalition, which recognized the inde-

pendence and the liberation war of the Albanian people,

confirmed that from now on Albania was recognized not

only de jure but also de facto as an active member of the

coalition. The Albanian people had won this place with

their own, heroic struggle, showing the entire world that

the true Albania was not the one which a handful of traitors

had proclaimed — «the ally of the Axis», but the one which

fee insurgent people had proclaimed — the ally of the nations

and countries members of the great anti-fascist coalition. These

declarations also showed that the hopes of the Albanian

communists and patriots to see their just struggle win the

support of the anti-fascist forces of the whole world, ah*

of the Soviet Union in the first place, had already become.

a reality.
'

The three main powers of the anti-fascist coalitionw the
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Soviet Union, the United States and Great Britain, sent mi-
litary missions to the General Staff of the National libera-
tion Army.

Eminent Western personalities, who have never distingui-
shed themselves for their sympathy for Albania, were forced
to recognize the heroic struggle of the Albanian people.
Winston Churchill, answering an interpellation in the House
of Commons, declared on November 4, 1943: ^Thousands
of Albanians are fighting in their mountains for the freedom
and independence of their country, and, from the reports
of the British military mission in Albania, are carrying
out. brilliant actions.

»

American Secretary of State Cordel Hull wrote on
November 28, 1943: «The government and people of the
United States are attentively following the struggle of the
Albanians in defence of the integrity and independence of
their country. We have witnessed with admiration their
resistance against fascist Italy as well as their patriotic deter-
mination to preserve their national sovereignty. Today these
valiant fighters are carrying on their struggle against the
nazi enemy. . .» His successor Edward Stettinius, in a message
addressed to Comrade Enver Hoxha on May 22, 1945, wrote,
«1 am well informed of the relentless struggle the Albanian
people have waged against aggression and I highly appreciate
the sacrifices they have made to carry out the liberation of
their country and contribute to the final victory over the
common enemy. . .»

The commander-in-chief of the allied forces in the
Mediterranean, Maitland Wilson, wrote in a letter addressed
to Comrade Enver Hoxha on October 12, 1944: <<l have follow-
ed with admiration how your National Liberation Army
has discharged itself of its tasks in its brilliant actions
against the common enemy for the attainment of our com-
mon goal.»
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Chapter one

THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA

November 8, 1941, the day of the founding of the Com-

munist Party of Albania, marks a decisive turning-point in

the centuries-long history of our people, as it laid tine founda-

tions on which the new, socialist Albania stands.

The forty years of revolutionary activity of the PLA are.

years of heroic struggles and battles at the head of the Alba-

nian working class and people for the liberation of the Home-

land and the triumph of the revolution, -to pull Albania out of

its poverty and backwardness and to build a new life, rich,

just and happy, as the life the Albanian people are enjoying

today. These years are a period of triumphant battles against

many enemies, internal and external, the .
American-led im-

perialists and the modern revisionists — Yugoslav, Soviet, and

Chinese; and reactionaries of all hues. These years are a

period of battles in defence of the right of our people to

live free and independent and march on the road of true

socialism and communism.
In the report he delivered at the 8th Congress of the

PLA in November 1981, Comrade Enver Hoxha said:

«In the future, too, the Party of Labour of Albania will

march determined and unwavering on the brilliant road on

which it has proceeded during the forty years of its existence

.

Linked like flesh to bone with its people, at the head of them

and together with them, it will fight with devotion, sparing

no sacrifice, in order to ensure new progress and victories for

our people and our socialist Homeland. . .

«In all circumstances and in any situation our Party and

people will fight to perform their national and international

tasks with honour, to build socialism successfully in Albania,
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and to ardently defend the revolutionary cause of the prole-

tariat and the peoples.» ,
.*

The Communist Party of Albania was founded by the

Albanian communists, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the

head, on the basis of the worker and communist movement.

It arose as an absolute historical necessity to lead the

struggle of the people for national liberation and social eman-

cipation.

The ,PLA was formed by the amalgamation of the

Albanian communist groups into a revolutionary working

class party of the new type on the basis of the ideological

organizational principles of Marxism-leninism. The amal-

gamation was achieved through the common struggle of the

communists of various groups against the enemies of the

people, against pseudo^Marxist political trends and organiza-

tions, against alien viewpoints in the ranks of the groups

themselves, by putting the general interest of the communist

movement above the narrow interests of the groups. The

amalgamation was cemented with the working out and

acceptance of a single general line constructed on scientific

Marxist-Leninist bases.

The PDA was formed in the conditions of a backward

agrarian country. The creation of the Marxist-Leninist Party

of the Albanian working class was not hindered by the fact

that this class was small in numbers, scattered, unformed

as an industrial proletariat, and had not achieved a high

lever of organizational and political maturity. In these con-

ditions, besides the worker movement, the movement of the

school youth served as a powerful support for the formation

of the Party. '

1

The Party of Labour of Albania has been able to play

its leading role in the revolution and the socialist construc-

tion of the country, because it has worked out and consis-

tently applied a revolutionary general line. This line has

always responded to the political, economic, social and

cultural demands of the masses, the fundamental interests

of the people and the country, the interests of socialism on

both a national and international level.

In working out this line, the Party of Labour

of Albania has relied on the fundamental principles of

Marxism-Jbeninism, the scientific analysis of the internal and

external conditions, of the ratio of class forces within the

country and on the international level, and of the revolution-
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ary experience of the international communist movement. On

this basis it has 'been alble to disclose and to evaluate

correctly the fundamental contradictions in the various his-

torical stages of the revolution and to define correctly its

own programmatic aims and tasks.

In working out its' political line, the Party of Labour of

Albania always proceeded with cautious steps, has not been

hasty, nor has it delayed in taking decisions, has not closed

itself in the narrow shell of national particularism, nor. has

it mechanically copied or used foreign revolutionary expen-

ence
The basic principle on which the Party is built has

always (been democratic centralism, whlidh ensures the

combination of centralized leadership with the development

of the broadest possible initiative of the party members. These

are essential conditions absolutely necessary for safeguard-

ing unity in the party ranks. At all the major historic

turning points, thanks to its steel discipline, its Marxist-

-Leninist program and tactics, the Party of Labour of Albania

has always come out as a monolithic revolutionary force, and

always avoided manifestation of factionalism and oppor-

tunism. TVT a •

One of the most outstanding features of the FLA is

that which stems from the very essence of democratic

centralism — combination of centralized leadership with

collective leadership.

The joint co-ordinated work of the delegates to the

supreme organ of the Party — its congress, and in the inter-

val between two congresses, of the members of the Central

Committee of the Party, i.e., the plenum of the Central Com-

mittee, permits the Party to find the correct solutions to all the

fundamental questions of . socialist construction and the best

ways of implementing the decisions adopted.
.

At party meetings and in the party press all the

communists take an active part in studying these decisions,

in discussing the program of action, in making suggestions

and proposals, in working out and endorsing this program,

and onry after they are fully conscious of its correctness

they act to put it into practice. Thus the decisions of the

leading organs express the will of all the communists and

become a guide to action for them.

The whole activity of the Party develops in an atmos-

phere of principled criticism and self-criticism. Being m the
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lead of the most advanced class, the Party of Labour at

Party-people unity

The people do what the Party says and. the Party

doesIM people want. Th,|-

«

SS^^SSJ^^ and the peopie,

of the^ I aH c« S S
wishes and Rations <^™?*%e* adopted by theS^A^A^^V- wl^ knows no

°bStale 'strength of the Party of Labour rests in its Unto

Pli5\^> ^r^o^ts, employee, peog

The Pa"y, its ipaMity to lead and ass.t them. ^
While the Party surrounds everyone wiwi

THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA 81

solicitude, on their part the entire people, everyone of them,
are boundlessly attached to it. Whenever the country has faced
-a critical situation,, the Party has addressed itself to the
people and has always found their active and conscious aid.

The general line of the Party has been carried out with
success, first 'of all, 'because it has been embraced by the
broad masses of the people, has become their line and the
masses, together with the Party, and under its leadership, have
striven with all their might to put it into practice. The Party
has won the masses by making them conscious of the correct-

ness of its line, by making them conscious of the aims of.

the struggle, of the difficulties, the obstacles, the sacrifices,

which are necessary to ensure victory.

:
.
The close links of the Party with the masses, the con-

vincing of them in the correctness of the political line of the

Party, the transformation of the line of the Party into the

line of the masses, have become reality .not only because this

line responds to the demands and interests of the people and
socialism, but also because the Party has always carried out

a practical
:
revolutionary activity for the application of this

line.

To convince the masses of the people, to establish lasting

bonds with them and to mobilize them in struggle and work,

a reliable weapon in the hands of the Party has been the
' concrete, tangible, clear and militant agitation and propa-
ganda, the wide-scale, differentiated political and ideological

work for the communist and patriotic education of the masses.
Parallel with the work of agitation and propaganda, in

its revolutionary policy the IParty has always followed the

principle that words must be matched with deeds. The edu-
cative work of the Party has always been associated "with

actions, with the personal example of the communists, with
their stand in the front ranks in the struggle and at work.

Albout every decision it has taken and in every step of its

activity the Party has consulted the masses, has encouraged
the criticism of shortcomings, and the free expression of the

opinions of the masses, has listened carefully to their demands
and proposals,, has always kept in the mind the lofty moral
and political values of the people. It has constantly drawn
lessons from the rich revolutionary experience of the mas-
ses and has taught them.

. The links between the Party and the masses have been
built on sound organizational bases. Only links with the orga-

- 117 A
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Numerical increase of the candidate-members and members of the

Party of Labour of Albania

November 8th 1941 200

November 8th 1948 45,382

March 31st 1952 44,418

May 25th 1956 48,644

February 13th 1961 53,679

November -1st 1966 66,327

January 1st 1971 75,673

November 1st 1976 115,000

January (1st 1981

November 1st 1981 122,60tr

One of the most outstanding features of the Party of

Labour of Albania is its monolithic organizational and ideo-

logical unity. It has hammered out this unity and has pre-

served it in irreconcilable struggle against opportunism
and sectarianism, against factions and all internal enemies.

After the defeat of the liquidationist Trotskyite trend in

the first months of its existence, the views and activity of

the anti^party groups and elements at no time succeeded in

crystallizing into anti-Marxist ideological trends in the ranks

of Party. This was because they were discovered and combat-
ed in time, and because of the loyalty of the communists to

Marxism-Leninism and the line of the Party.

To preserve its unity and the correctness of its general

line, the. Party of Labour of Albania during the whole of its

existence has fought on two fronts: against right opportunism
and against sectarianism and dogmatism.

The irreplaceable pilot

All the successes achieved by the Albanian people in the

construction and consolidation of their state of the dictator-

ship of the proletariat are connected with the leading
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The leading role of the Party has been enhanced and
strengthened from every point of view in every field and in

all directions. This accounts for all the successes achieved
thanks to the revolutionary drive of the 'masses. These have^
been endowing the state power with greater leading and
executive competences, strengthening the social base of the
economy and opening new perspectives -for its rapid develop-
ment, strengthening the faith of the masses in the possibility
of realizing the tasks of the plan, raising the scientific level
of the management of the economy along Marxist-Leninist
lines, development and the correct revolutionary orientation of
culture and education, of literature and the arts.

The strengthening of the leadership of the Party has also
raised the defence potential of the country to a higher level,

by improving from every point of view the implementa-
tion of the Marxist-Leninist teaching of arming and train-
ing the entire people for defence, of strengthening the popular
character of the armed forces.

On the other hand, the leading role of the Party is reflec-

ted in the ideological and political class education of the mas-
ses for raising the level of their consciousness as closely as
possible to its own consciousness in struggle for the implemen-
tation of tasks.

However, Comrade Enver Hoxha emphasized that the
leading role of the Party «is not ensured and' affirmed auto-
matically, simply from the fact that the Party is in power.»
This role is enhanced and strengthened ^through the persis-

tent political, ideological and organizational struggle to apply
its general line, its decisions and directives, its principles

and norms.» It is strengthened through stern class struggle
against any violation and distortion of the line and directives

of the Party, against the bourgeois and revisionist ideology,

against the activities of the internal and external enemy and
the enemy within its own ranks. «This rqje,» Comrade
Enver Hoxha points out, «is strengthened and consolidated in
the daily struggle of the Partv at the head of the masses for
the socialist construction of the country.

»

The party basic organizations play a role of decisive im-
portance in applying the Party leadership in practice. Through
them this role in carried out in every cell of the life of the
country. The basic organizations are fiery revolutionary
hearths where the class thinking, the proletarian ideology and
Marxist-Leninist courage prevail in the solution of all pro-
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only of socialist Albania but also of the other peoples and
of socialism in general. The iPLA has firmly denounced the

policy of aggression and war in all the forms it is practiced

by the imperialist forces, headed by American imperialism,

and the Soviet and Chinese social-imperialist forces. The at-

tempts of American imperialism to extend its domination over

the whole world have been vigorously exposed by the PLA.
It has unhesitatingly rejected the Marshall Plan, the Truman
Doctrine and other such manoeuvrings by the government of

the United States of America. It has waged a resolute struggle

against the efforts of the imperialist forces to revive West-
German militarism, to set up military blocs, as well as against

the cold war policy.

The PLA has always maintained that for the struggle

against imperialism and social-imperialism to be victorious, it

is necessary to constantly strengthen- the unity of the revolu-

tionary forces, to sharpen the vigilance of the peoples in the

political, ideological and military field. In this direction, the

PLA has always set the example and never spared its contri-

bution. The PLA has never been intimidated by the menaces,

pressures and aggressions of international imperialism and its

stooges; it has never backed down in face of these enemy acti-

vities, but has forged ahead courageously and triumphantly on
its revolutionary road. It has vigorously denounced the cri-

minal activities of American imperialism against the PSR of

Albania, against peace and the security of the peoples, its

policy- of aggression, of cold war and brinkmanship.

The PLA has fought with exceptional severity against

modern revisionism, the offspring and agency of imperialism.

Proceeding from the teachings of Lenin, to the effect that «the

struggle against imperialism, if it is not closely linked with

the struggle against opportunism, is a word devoid of all

meaning and a mystification,» the PLA has constantly stressed

that -«without combating revisionism one cannot successfully

combat imperialism^ and that ^without exposing and combat-

ing revisionist demagogy and betrayal one cannot hope to win
in the struggle against imperialism and advance world revolu-

tion^
The PLA has made a very important contribution to the

struggle against modern revisionism through its uncompro-

mising stands of principle towards Yugoslav revisionism in

the political and ideologicial fields. The experience it has.

gained in this struggle has enabled it to fight with success
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against Khrushchevite revisionism which - presets ^eB^n
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of Khrushdhevite revisionism and to oppose some of its more

flagrant manifestations in the Soviet-Albanian relations. Dur-

ing this period the PLA discovered that the Khrushchev!te

revisionists capitalized on the theses of «the creative develop-

ment of Marxism-Leninism*, «the application of Marxism-

Leninism in the particular conditions of each country*, as

well as the slogan of the ^struggle against the cult of the

personality of Stalin.*

At the Bucharest Meeting of June 1960 the PLA adopted

a firm stand in conformity with the Marxist-Leninist norms,

rejected the methods of the Soviet revisionists and denounced

their schemes. From that time on, the struggle between Marx-

ism-Leninism and modern revisionism in the world communist

movement became even sharper. When Khrushchev and his

group stepped up their splitting activity in order to force

the parties which defended Marxism-Leninism to their knees,

the PLA remained unflinching, and denounced the manoeuvres

of the Khrushdhevite traitors. The struggle
.

waged by the

PLA at the Preparatory Commission of the Moscow Conference

of 1960 and, above all, Comrade Enver Hoxha's well-argued

and principled denunciation of the anti-Marxist theory and

practice of Khrushchevite modern revisionism, had great im-

portance for the struggle against Khrushchevite revisionism.

At the 22nd Congress, the Khrushchevite revisionists made the

differences public and openly attacked all the Marxist-

Leriinists. At that time, the struggle against (Khrushchevite

revisionism entered a new phase, that of its open condemna-

tion by the world proletariat. On this occasion, on October

21, 1961 Z'eri i popullit published a declaration of the CC
of' the PLA which was an immediate, firm and courageous

reply to the vile anti-Marxist and anti-Albanian attacks launch-

ed publicly against the PLA at the 22nd Congress of the

OPSU. It pointed out that, faced with the assault organized

by Khrushchev, the PLA «had facts and documents in support

of its theses, and that it. would inform the whole communist

and workers' movement and world public opinion of the truth

of the relations between the FLA and tihe leadership of the

OPSU, so that they would know which side was right; it

would denounce the antUMarxist and anti-Albanian deals of

Khrushchev and his group.*

As always, the FLA was in the forefront of this struggle.

It launched the slogan «We should draw once and for all a

line of demarcation with the revisionists in all fields,* and
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continued this struggle uncompromisingly and ceaselessly. The-

PLA has never limited this struggle to questions concerning

directly and solely the PSR of Albania, but has extended

it to all major problems of the defence of Marxism-Leninism

socialism, the revolution and the interests of the peoples of

thG
This^policy has contributed to tearing the demagogic mask

off the Khrushchevite diplomacy. The PLA has considered

equally opportunist the attitude of those trying to find a

middle line in the struggle against revisionism, the
_

line

of the -golden mean», because, as long historic experience

has shown, this is a line of conciliation of irreconcilable op-

posites, of concepts which can in no way he reconciled, ana

all such positions are unstable and temporary

The Soviet leadership extended the ideological differences

with the PLA to the field of inter-state relations, gp^froin

pressure and blackmail over to the unilateral and unjustifiable

breaking off of bilateral agreements in the economic poli-

tical military, cultural- and other fields; they went so far as

to calTfor a counter-revolution in Albania from the tribune

of the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet

Union. Worse still, together with the other Warsaw Treaty

members on March 1961 it plotted to dismantle ^ naval b^e

of Vlora and leave Albania defenceless m front of the 6th Ub

Fleet. In collusion with that fleet and other enemies of our

country it tried to carry out this dangerous plot against the

freedom and independence of Albania.

Confronted with such a situation, the PLA had to cope

with arduous problems to ensure the intangibility of the

borders and the defence of the sovereignty of the country But

its tSks became more difficult due to the fact that Albania

was the onry country in Europe standing firmly on sound

Marxist-Leninist positions which it defended with courage

and abnegation, and following a truly internationalist policy.

Only thanks to the wise and far-sighted policy followed by

the IPLA, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, the plans of the

Khrushchevite revisionists were turned to ashes.

Thus the 'PLA has defended the interests of the Albanian

people, Marxism-Leninism, the world revolution and the strug-

gle of the peoples for national and social liberation and

become a staunch fighter in the struggle against imperialism,

modern revisionism and the counter-revolutionary collusion

between their chiefs. This unflinching struggle enhanced even
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more the authority of the PLA in the international communist

movement and the prestige of the People's Socialist Republic

of Albania in the eyes of the freedom and progress-loving

peoples and countries in the world.

The PLA has never ceased its struggle against modern

revisionism and especially against Soviet revisionism.
'
The

PLA continued to wage a consistent ideological struggle of

principle against modern revisionism; it constantly exposed

the sinister anti-Marxist, chauvinist and counter-revolutionary

activity of the Soviet revisionists and their servants and the

opportunists of all colours. _ -
.

With their fallacious theses, according to which the

epoch of the revolutions had «gone by», the process of de-

tente had began, the theory of class struggle was no longer

valid either in the Soviet Union or abroad; ^peaceful competi-

tion and coexistence^ was being applied in all fields; it had

become possible to go over to socialism in a peaceful way,

etc., the modern revisionists and, in the first place, the

Khrushchevite revisionists not only caused great prejudice

to the world communist movement but also gave -international

capital a pledge and assurance which only the traitors and

sworn enemies of the revolution can give. At present, the

Soviet Union which was once the craddle of the proletarian

revolution and the hope of the oppressed peoples, has_ been

turned into a country where capitalism is restored in all

fields and an aggressive, neo-colonialist, war-mongering

capitalist power. On their part, the former socialist countries

of Eastern Europe, which lagged along behind Khrushchev's

bandwaggon ended up as mere vassals of the Kremlin. The

revisionist parties of those countries have hecome parties of

the national treason. On the other hand there is no longer

anything communist about the pseudo-communist parties of

Western Europe, Latin America and Asia which have embraced

revisionism. Their entire program has been reduced to a few

simple reformist demands, which, far from threatening the

bourgeois order, are intended to save it from its. profound

upheavals and make it more applicable in the new situations.

Comrade Enver Hoxha's book ^Imperialism and the Revo-

lution came out in December 1978. It makes a dialectical and

profound analysis of tihe fundamental problems of our time,

of the major questions concerning the revolutionary and

liberation movements in the world. At the same time it is a

clear expression of the Marxist-Leninist attitude of the PLA
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towards all . the problems facing the revolutionary and libera-

tion movement today. This work enunciates with scientific

arguments the Marxist-Leninist strategy of the revolution as

opposed to the counter-revolutionary strategy of
^

American

and world imperialism, and Soviet and Chinese social-imperial-

ism as well as the different trends of modern revisionism.

Volume one of Comrade Enver Hoxha's major work ^^t-
iZ on China, came out in June 1979 flowed^ Octohe

of the same year toy volume two, m Albanian and several

foreign languages. Extracted from the PoUtical Diary of Com-

rade Enver Hoxha, these reflections are a contribution of the

PIA and Comrade Enver Hoxha to the exposure of modern

revisionism in general and Chinese revisionism m particular

On the occlsion of the centenary of the birth of the great

Marxist-Leninist Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin in December

197^ Comrade Enver Hoxha's book -With Stalin» (Memoirs)

came out in Albanian and in several foreign languages. A work

with a profound ideological and political content, this book

leals with a number of major problems of the construction

of socialist society, the revolutionary and communist move-

ment and the struggle against imperialism, opportunism and

Modern revisionism from the positions of Marxism-leninism.

Another work b^ Comrade Enver Hoxha - -Eurocommunism

il Scommunism- was published in Albanian and severa

oreign languages in May 198(1 It is an ^^nsive^tieism of

the anti-communist theses and concepts of the modern rev

isdonist trend which its capitalist godfathers have called «Euro-

"noSeT book in the series of memoirs of Comrade

Enver Hoxha is «TheO"^^^^^
and several foreign languages^ m October

"8YLSirat^
evidence of the struggle of principle of the PLA against

;

rev

isionism of all hues, in defence of the purity of Marxism-

^TbSe and other works of Comrade Enver Hoxha, such

as ^Yugoslav 'Self-administration' - a Capitalist Theory and

Practict are a clear confirmation of the principled and

uShakeake stand of the PLA in defence of Marxism-Lenm-

Sni dnd proletarian internationalism and represent a valuable

cMtribution of the PLA to the treasury of the revolutionary

theory of Marxism-Leninism.
. rNovember

In his report to the 8th Congress of the ^A (November

1981) Comrade Enver Hoxha dealt broadly with the struggle

The party of labour of Albania

against revisionism and with the revolutionary and liberation

movement at tne present stage.

Comrade Enver Hoxha stresses that our Party has cease-

lessly waged the struggle against modern revisionism of all

trends. It has deepened its ideological and- political criticism oi

Khrushchevite, Chinese, and Yugoslav revisionism and Euro-

communism, making a more comprehensive description of the

historic and social-economic causes of the emergence and
spread of these trends, and delving deeper into the process

of degeneration of those communist parties which have set

out on the road of revisionism, of their mistakes and conces-

sions in strategy and tactics.

Yugoslav revisionism was the first current of revision-

ism in power which set itself the task of undermining social-

ism, whereas Soviet revisionism has been and remains the

most dangerous trend of modern revisionism. Our Party of

Labour has waged a major, open and principled struggle also

against Chinese revisionism, the ideology, stands and actions

of the Communist Party of China. With the ever deepening of

the inner contradictions of capitalism and imperialism and
relentlessly mounting revolutionary wave, the revisionist cur-

rent of Eurocommunism has more clearly revealed its anti-

Marxist and counter-revolutionary features.

In his report Comrade Enver Hoxha points out that the

ideas of socialism have been and remain a great inspiring,

mobilizing and organizational force of the revolutionary

struggle of the masses. He says that for the Marxist-Leninist

parties the times are revolutionary, that the new M-arxist-

Leniniest parties are growing and tempering themselves, en-

hancing their role and activity, and strengthening their links

with and increasing their influence on the working class and

the masses. In various countries .and zones, new parties have

been created. All the conditions .exist to create true revoluti-

onary parties of the working class even there where they are

lacking.

The further strengthening of the unity of the Marxist-

Leninist movement is an absolute necessity in face of the

co-ordinated activity of the imperialists and the revisionists

against Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary struggle of

the proletariat and the peoples.

Consistently adhering to the principles of proletarian

internationalism, the Party of Labour of Albania has always

striven to make its contribution to the strengthening of the
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unity of the Marxist-Leninist movement and ^collaboration

among the sister parties. The Albanian Party and people will

fight in any circumstances and situation to honourably carry

out their national and international duties, to successfully

build socialism in Albania and defend the revolutionary cause

of the proletarians and the peoples.

Chapter two

THE ALBANIAN STATE — A STATE OF THE
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT

The revival of the Albanian state

Albania emerged for the first time in the modern world

as an independent and sovereign state on November 28,

1912. It was a great victory for the Albanian people, but

their new state could not, in the conditions created, stand

firmly on its own feet and develop. For three decades in suc-

cession, it was the victim of the rapacious policy of the great

imperialist powers and the neighbouring countries. This situa-

tion continued until April 7, 1939, when it was militarily oc-

cupied by fascist Italy.

Faced with the loss of their independence and subject

to the foreign yoke, the Albanian people once again took up
arms as they had done several times in the course of their

history, and fought to drive the invaders out of their country

and build a free and independent state.

The first decisive steps for the- creation of tine new Al-

banian state were taken as early as the time of the National

Liberation War. The 1st National Liberation Conference which
was held at Peza on September 16, 1942 elected the National

Liberation General Council and proclaimed that the national

liberation councils were the sole organs . of people's state

power. That was the beginning of the organization of the

state apparatus. The National Liberation General Council

emerged as the sole representative of the sovereignty of the

people, both in the liberated regions and in those not yet li-

berated. The "decisions of the Conference of Peza created the
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premises necessary for the recognition on the
^

^rnational

plane oi the war of the Albanian people m all its sigmti

The national liberation councils had two attributes
:

on the

one hand, they were set up as organs mobilizing the people

?or the armed prising, and on the other hand as organs of

the new people's state power, replacing the overthrown fasast

power and preventing the re-establishment of the former state

nower of the bourgeoisie and landowners. The national libera-

?ron counts were the basis of the new democratic state power

unUlTe Se^ess^ condltioiis for the creation of a Constituent

Ssembly were created after the liberation of the country

The 2nd National Liberation Conference, which was held

at Labinot from 4-9 September 1943, approved the Constitu-

ent Regulations of the national liberation coxmci^

The Constitution stipulated that these councils represented

the civil power of the country,, in the
'

liberated areas, that

theyTere^the nuclei of the political power of the Albanian

people, and that ..the people themselves would choose the

form of regime after the liberation of the country.- _
The Regulations stressed that the councils were -demo-

crats organs and the real people's power-, thatjhey were

elected .democratically- and that all citizens above 18 years

of age had the right to equal vote ^rrespective of their

political and religious convictions, with the exception of spies

and traitors to the country-.
.

The decisions taken at the 1st Anti-fascist Congress of

of Permet, on May 24, 1944 and _ those of the Conference of

Berat, in: October 1944, had particular importance because they

laid the foundations of the new Albanian state and defined its

international position. At the Congress of Permet, the Al-

banian people expressed their desire to have -a new regime

in Albania which would be a sure guarantee for the future,

would mark the triumph of democracy and make ^P^f
the re-establishment of the Zog regime-. It elected the Anti-

fascist National Liberation Council, which represented the

sovereignity of the people and the state as well as the Anti-

fascist National Liberation Committee vested with the attributes

of a provisional government.
'

The decisions of the Congress of Permet banned ex-Kmg

Zog from returning to Albania and recognized no other govern-

ment which might ,be fOfmed inside the country or m exile

against the will of the Albanian people.
•
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The Congress of Permet dealt a decisive blow at the

schemes and ambitions of the imperialist powers against

.Albania. . In regard to the principles to be pursued in foreign

policy, the Congress decided «to annul all the political and
economic agreements the Zog government had concluded with
foreign states, as incompatible with the interests of the Al-

. banian people-, and «to recognize no agreement, no interna-

tional engagement which may have been concluded in Al-

bania or abroad by the reactionary cliques either in the name
of a political group, or in the capacity of a government-,

These decisions proclaimed publicly that only the organs
elected at the Congress of Permet, which had emerged from
the armed struggle of the people, could represent Albania and
the Albanian people

;
they also affirmed the principle that it

- would not share power with any reactionary political group
or clique. In the field of international relations, the decisions

pointed out, the Albanian state would defend the interests of

the people and the Homeland, by pursuing an independent
national policy.

At the 2nd Session of the. Anti-fascist National Liberation

Council, which was held in October 1944 in the liberated city

of Berat, the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee was
changed into the provisional Democratic Government of Al-

bania. The Anti-fascist Council and Committee stood firmly

for respecting the .principle of equality and mutual benefit in

international relations.

In the declaration made at the 2nd Conference of the Anti-

fascist National Liberation Council, the government pledged

before the Albanian people that it would loyally carry on the

functions of the Anti-fascist 1 National Liberation Committee
elected in Permet and fight «for the speedy and complete
liberation of Albania, for the defence of the independence of

the Albanian state-, and -^reconsider and annul all the po-
litical, military and economic agreements concluded by ex-King
Zog's regime with foreign states.-

The program of the Democratic Government defined the

principles of the foreign policy of the new Albanian state,

the establishment of relations of collaboration with the other
states.

Thus, upon Liberation, the Albanian people had
already established their state power, set up the organs of.

state power and administration, built at the centre and

7 - 117 A
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policy.

The destruction of the old state apparatus and the

establishment of the people's state power

administration was completely ^^Xal institutions to the

.
tion Council ^ ^Sbiy would decide on the

mis, law sbpulated that the Afemwy
form of. the regmne and that would ^ f National

approved before
.f
™C^de

b
n
y
cy AtV same time, the

Hsts - v 9 ku* for' the first time in its history our

On December 2 1945, for the iirsi
^versal suf-

country had^*f^^t^ â demonstrated
frage, with *cret and d^tbaUtot The ew

ocratic Front

£S a^ST^.S^ * organizer and

Con—^^^.W
was convened on January iu iw

question of the^fSe« Sby^Albanian peo-
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pie themselves and the monarchy of Zog was abolished of-

ficially, «de jure».

After the proclamation of the People's Republic of Al-

bania, the Constitutional Assembly met on March '14, 1946 and

adopted the Constitution of the People's Republic of Albania,

its draft having been discussed at large meetings by the

working people of town and countryside. Its historic task ac-

complished, the Constitutional Assembly was turned into the

People's Assembly. •

The proclamation of the . Constitution was an event of

major importance for the new Albanian state. It sanctioned the

social regime of the People's Republic of Albania, the class

structure of society, its. economic base, the rights and funda-

mental duties of citizens, the system of state organs, their

sphere of competences as well as the electoral system.

The new state apparatus was built on the basis of the

national liberation councils, in their capacity as the sole, re-

presentative organs. The administrative apparatus was set up

in compliance with the needs of the country. People who had

collaborated with the enemy or who were notorious for their

anti-people activity were expelled from the ministries and the

other mechanisms of the administration-.

The organization of a modern people's army and the crea-

tion of the organs of State Security for the defence of the

achievements of the people's revolution had particular impor-

tance. Right from the beginning, co-ordinating their activities

with those of the People's Defence (State Security), the armed

forces fought against the remnants of the reactionary bands

and foiled the plots hatched up by the imperialists. The sup-

port of the broad masses of town and countryside for the new
people's power, its close links with the masses, enabled it to

nip in the bud all the attempts of the hostile forces to organize

centres of resistance. However, the struggle against bands of

criminals or subversive agents sent in from abroad went on

for several years.

In order to ensure public order, the state power set up,

after Liberation, the people's police and a new judicial appara-

tus in the service of the people. These organs played an impor-

tant role in the struggle against fascist remnants.

In -this period, the- struggle of the forces of reaction against

the people's power assumed various forms. Along with the

resistance of the armed bands, which were particularly active

immediately after Liberation, the overthrown exploiting clas-
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<**'increasingly resorted to other forms of struggle, especially

hSS up plotl and setting up counter-revolutionary orga-

S3 in dose collaboration with the espionage agencies^

S^SrWist powers, and trying to ^^^J^*.^
reconstruction of the national economy, which, besides tne

St"f bTckwardness inherited from past ant^opula^

regimes, worked to overcome enormous difficulties and cope

with the devastations of the war.Wlt
However, suppression of the hostile

thrown exploiting classes was only one aspect of the policy

dtepft" pSwer towards them. This aspect^was mainly

a rXction of the determination of the people to defend their

achievements and to ensure that . all the attempts at restormg

the flmeT order of thkigs were foiled." In the«eantime^ the

K£S objective of the people's power was to promote tte

Evolution to carry out the radical economic and social trans

Sto which would pave the way for the construction

°S
""inlte'vvay, the new democratic state played e'decisive

role m ttie whole life of the country. The establishment of

[hi r^oo^s state power marked a radical turning-point m

the history of tne Albanian people and the. beginning ,of anew,

stage* its existence. Albania broke away once

from the imperialist and capitalist system, and the Albanian

We embarked on the broad and brilliant road of the

SrJZ of socialism, in which everything<* done m the

name of the working people and in their interest.

The essential functions of the Albanian

socialist state

In the carrying out of the directive of the 6th Congress «*

the £arty TutoLv of Albania, work began for dtrfbng*

new Constitution of the Republic. To this en* a broad and

deep-going study was carried out of the great
,

tramformataons

that todtalen place to Albania in the political, "^logical,

economte,lodal and cultural fields after the adoption
i

in

1946 of the first Constitution of the People's ^Pu«lc °
f

p
^-

tenia to which in the course of .years a number of amend-

ments tod been .made by the People's Assembly of the PR

of Albania. Tne People's Assembly charged a special com-
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mission, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, with drafting a

new Constitution. After long and fruitful work on January

21, 1976 the commission published the full text of the «Draft-

Constitution of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania^.

Referring to it, at the 7th Congress of the PLA Comrade

Enver Hoxha pointed out, ^The 6th Congress of the Party

put forward the task of drafting the new Constitution and

instructed that it should be the continuation of the existing

one, which ,
would express the continuity of the revolution in

Albania, the uninterrupted struggle to guarantee the freedom

and. independence of the Homeland and the building of

socialism. On the other hand, it had to take into account our

present reality, the stage which the development of the revolu-

tion has reached. The new Constitution must sanction the

major revolutionary transformations carried out and the suc-

cesses achieved, must reflect the general line of the Party

for the complete construction of socialism and the further

development of our state of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The old Constitution was the Constitution of the building
^

of

the foundations of socialism, whereas the new Constitution

will be the Constitution of the complete construction of so-

cialist society.»

Although the old Constitution contains a number of

juridical and political norms which at present have become

too narrow and do not correspond to the development and

deepening of the revolution on a broad front, still it made
an, effective contribution to the great achievements of the

country. At the time when . the old Constitution came in

force (March 1946), the Party and the country were faced

with immense and complex problems. For example, the

people's state power had to be consolidated and perfected, the

frenzied resistance of the overthrown exploiting classes and

their endeavours to bring back the past smashed, the old

economic relations liquidated and replaced with new, socialist

relations, the small-scale production of commodities con-

trolled and restricted, and the strata of the petty-bourgeoisie

of town and countryside, and first of all the working pea-

santry, drawn onto the road of socialism. The centuries-old

backwardness inherited from the past. had to be overcome,

the defence of the Homeland constantly strengthened and,

along with all this, a profound change in the mentality of

people on the basis of the proletarian world outlook and

morality brought about.
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The draft-Constitution was submitted for studyj:o
,

the

4.V^ 7th Congress of 'the iParty: WVbout 1,500,000

ffiK people conWbuM Ji"*US

and of the genuine sovereignty ot the people, n uc

ted in practice that in socialist Albania the people are he

feres*. £.swwy^'fe
ment a threat of death. Today, the people make the law

themselves, and they do so for their own good.*

Obviously, the draft-Constitution was received with great

enthusiasm by all the working masses of the country, because

fSleets the aerations and the will of the entire
.

people

who were given the world's most advanced Constitution.

The Constitution of the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania consists of an Introduction and three main parts, of 10

Ch3C Sdulofe^the thousand-years long history

of the Albanian people, characterized by fierce struggles a-
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their first major victory in 1912, with the creation of the

independent Albanian national state.

The Introduction says, «The national democratic and

revolutionary movement was given a new impulse and content

with the triumph of the great October Socialist Revolution

and with the spread of communist ideas, which marked

a decisive turning-point for the fate of the Albanian people,

too.»

In the grave situation created by the fascist and nazi

occupation, the treachery of the ruling classes, which,
_

as

they had always done, made common cause with the foreign

occupiers, the Introduction points out, the Albanian people,

under the leadership of the Communist Party (today the

Party of Labour) of Albania, united in the National Liber

ration Front, rose to their feet, and arms in hand hurled

themselves into the greatest war of their history for national

and social liberation in the fire of the war for freedom,

and on the ruins of the old state power, the new Albanian

state emerged as a state of people's democracy. -On November

29 1944,» says the Introduction, ^Albania" won genuine

independence and the Albanian people took their fate into

their own hands. The people's revolution triumphed and a

new epoch, the epoch of socialism, was opened.**

After the establishment of the people's state power under

the leadership of the Party of the working class, great

socio-economic changes were carried out. The domination by

foreign capital and plunder of the country's riches was ended

;

the capitalists and big landowners were expropriated and

the main means of production passed into the hands of the

people- the way was opened for the socialist industrialization

of the' country; the Land Reform and the collectivization of

agriculture set the Albanian peasantry on the road of social-

ism Likewise, social ownership over the means of production

and the single system of socialist economy, which prevails

in town and countryside, replaced the private ownership

and the multi-form economy. With the liquidation of the

exploiting classes and the establishment of new, socialist,

relations of production, exploitation of man by man was

liquidated once and for all. The entire social development

proceeds consciously, according to plan, and in the interest

of the people.
. A

The Introduction has it clearly, «In socialist Albania,

the working class is the leading class of the state and the
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society. New relations of mutual assistance and cooperation

have been established between the two^ friendly classes of

our society — the working class and the cooperativist pea-

santry, as well as the stratum of the people's intelligentsia.

The work readily contributed by free people has (become the

decisive factor in the flourishing of the socialist Homeland, in

raising the general and individual well-beings ^Albania has

overcome its age-old backwardness and has been transformed

into a country with advanced industry and agriculture.*

After mentioning the outburst of the creative energies

of the people, the emancipation of the Albanian .
woman, the

great progress made in the field of education, culture and

science, the smashing of the foundations of religious obscur-

antism, the moulding of the moral figure of the working

man, his consciousness and world outlook on the basis of the

proletarian ideology Which has become the dominant ideology,

the Introduction points out : «Socialism has shown its absolute

superiority over the old exploiting order.*

The great historic changes have created new conditions

for the continuous development of the revolution and socialist

construction.

The Introduction says, «The waging of the class struggle

in favour of socialism, the continuous strengthening of the

state of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the deepening

of socialist democracy, the development of the productive

forces and the perfecting of socialist relations of production,

the steady raising of the well-being of the working masses,

the gradual narrowing of distinctions between industry and

agriculture, town and country, mental and physical ' labour,

the affirmation of the personality of man within the socialist

collectivity, the mastering of contemporary technology and

science, the continuous revolutioni&ation of the entire^ life

of the country, are the main ways through which the socialist

society is growing stronger and advancing .»

After affirming the determination of Albania to face up

to any enemy of the people's state power and the achieve-

ments of socialism, in the part dealing with the foreign

policy, the Introduction says: ^Socialist Albania is always

ah active factor in the struggle for national and social libera-

tion, for peace, freedom, and. the rights of all the peoples

against imperialism, reaction, and revisionism. In its foreign

policy it is guided by the great ideas of socialism and

communism, and fights for their triumph the world over.*
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In conclusion, the Introduction reads: «The Albanian

people have found constant inspiration in the great doctrine

of Marxism-Leninism, under the banner of which, united

round the Party of Labour and under its leadership, they

are carrying forward the construction of socialist society to

pass over, later, gradually to communist society.*

* *

The first part of the Constitution consists of two chap-

ters. Chapter One describes the social order of the country;

the, political order, the economic order and education, science

and culture.

The Political Order

Article One states ^Albania is a People's "Socialist Repu-
blic*, and as a consequence the PSR of Albania is a «state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which expresses and
defends the interests of all the working people. The PSR of

Albania is based on the unity of the people around the
Party of . Labour of Albania and it has as its foundation the
alliance of the working class with the cooperativist peasantry,
under the leadership of the working class* (Article 2)... The
Party of Labour of Albania, the vanguard of the working
class, ds logically the sole leading political force of the state

and society.

«In the PSR of Albania the dominant ideolo'gy is Marxism-
Leninism. The entire socialist social order is developed on
the basis of its principles* (Art. 3).

To understand the great theoretical and practical im-
portance of the first three articles of the new Constitution,

account must be taken of the nature and role of the state

in society. In a society consisting of antagonistic classes, the
state is only an organ in the hands of the class in power,
intended to exercise the political, economic, social, ideological

domination and exploitation of this class on the other classes

which are not in power. In other words, it is an apparatus,
which in terms of its content and form, crushes the resistance

of the oppressed classes and ^legalizes* the oppression
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exercised Iby the dominant class. So it is an organ of violence

HisTory demonstrates very clearly and- in an ^refuteUe

manner that, for example, the feudal order was nothing

Xr thin the dommatL of the landowning

the rest of the society through the monarch^ ^fjhe.church^

it *hows that the capitalist order is nothing other than trie

dominltion and exploitation of the proletariat the peasantry

and oThe? working masses by the bourgeoisie through «parlia-

menterv democracy*, No matter how much it is trumpeted

tta?a king S such -by the grace' of god», that bourgeois -de-

moLacv "fs based on the -freedom, equality and fraternity, of

StiSns violence still remains violence. Just as the bourgeoisie

overthrew feudalism and established its power through vio-

le^cf so did it to maintain itself in power and carry out its

Station of the working class, the peasantry and. the

other working people of town and country. The bourgeois

state is nothing other than the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,

toat is! of the minority, over the oppressed classes, the ma,o-

In AlbaSa
e
too, the feudal landlords and the bourgeoisie

had created their state in order to exercise through it

*eir dealership over the classes .they f^^^J.^
landlords and the bourgeoisie, instead of defending tne

S» and independence of the country made ,

common

SSe^ith the nazi-fascist invaders in order to crush the

Sanle of the people and strengthen thedr power, always

toough violence. It is still through violence, through the2 struggle that the working class, the most advancedS of the^country, led by its vanguar -the
.
Pfrtyv and

in alliance with the working peasantry and the other working

£ople 5 Albania, all united in the National Liberation

H* drove out the invaders, crushed the feudal landlords

. ^d th T bourgeoisie and established the people's power thus

owning for the country the brilliant perspective of a better

?u?ure in all fields. If in the past the feudal landlords and

the bo^gloisie, which constituted only a small minority

Wl the right to exercise their dictatorship oyer the working

1= „ff„l and country why should then the working class,

^^ertmZ ^sJtry constitutes the overwhelm-

^ maiority of the population, not have the more than

eltSe right to exercise its dictatorship over its over-

sow enemies? We do not hide the fact, indeed we admit

ufopTnly that the People's Socialist Republic of Albania is
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a. state of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Why? Because

the dictatorship of the proletariat expresses and defends

the interests of all the working people of the country. So

it- is the broadest and most profound democracy human
history has ever known. It is the revisionists and capitalists

that are afraid, and they have good reason for this, of saying

openly that their power is nothing other than a dictatorship

exercised over the working people, that is, the overwhelming

majority of the population. Such words as ^parliamentary

democracy and «state of the entire people^ are only lies.

Hence, the new Constitution does not conceal its .
class

character. It proclaims and sanctions very clearly 'the cha-

racter of the Albanian state as a state of the dictatorship

of the proletariat. At the 7th Congress of the Party, Com-

rade Enver Hoxha points out, «The draft-Constitution is a

vivid reflection of genuine socialist democracy and humanism.

It is a confirmation of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism

that the dictatorship of the proletariat is inseparable from

the broadest, most thorough-going and complete democracy

for the working people. Ensuring broad socialist democracy

constitutes a fundamental condition for the protection and

strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat itself,

just as the dictatorship of the proletariat constitutes an

indispensable and decisive condition for the existence of

genuine democracy for the working peoples

The new Constitution 'recognizes the Party of Labour-

of Albania, the vanguard of the working class, as the sole

political leading force of the state and society {Art. 3). And

this reflects the real state of things in Albania. The Party,

which organized and led with great determination and far-

sightedness the National Liberation War, which is day by

daV leading the people from victory to victory, which is

the brain and soul of all the working masses, the architect

of socialist Albania, has been and will always be the sole

leading political force of the. state and society. This is one of-

its most legitimate rights.

The bourgeois ideologists scream themselves hoarse that

in Albania there is no democracy because there is only one

party and not many parties, as in their countries. We say to

these demagogues that in Albania there are no antagonistic

classes, there are no exploiters and exploited, there are no

groups with opposing interests within the same class, as is

the case with the capitalist countries. The only existing classes
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are the working class and the cooperative peasantry, which

have the same interests and the same aims, and therefore

have no reason to oppose each other.
.

.

The existence of many parties in the capitalist countries

does not prove the ^democratic* character of their regime,

but on the contrary, the existence of many classes and groups

with antagonistic interests. If in some capitalist countries

there is a party of the working class, this is only a result

of the struggle of the latter to free itself from, the yoke of

the bourgeoisie. It is not the bourgeoisie which donated this

right ,
to it. It is the proletariat that has won it through

fierce struggle.
.

The plurality of parties in the capitalist countries does

not prove in the least the democratic character of the regime,

it only reflects the multiplicity of groups with opposing

interests in the ranks of the bourgeoisie itself. This is even

better understood if we take account of the fact that the

law prevailing in "the bourgeois society is the law of the

jUTlg

In his report to the 7th Congress of the PLA, Comrade

Enver Hoxha pointed out that the new Constitution <<is

permeated through and through by the ideology and funda-

mental principles of Marxism-Leninism, embodies the teach-

ings and the revolutionary experience of our Party of Labour,

and bears the stamp of the creative thinking of the broad

masses of our people... The new Constitution also serves

as a program of struggle and work for the future. Its aim

is to give the maximum scope to the. development ot the

productive forces and the relations of production of a genuine

socialist society, to open the road to the revolutionary eman-

cipation and education of our new man, to safeguard and

strengthen the socialist order and the dictatorship o± the

proletariat still better, to create the best possible conditions

for the country on its advance towards communism. ••This

document also sanctions the juridical, political, ideological and

economic dispositions to bar the way to revisionism and

the restoration of capitalism. In this respect our Constitution

constitutes a valuable creative contribution of the Party ot

Labour of Albania to the theory and practice of scientific

sociahsm^^
^ its goal — the final triumph of the

socialist road over the capitalist road, and to realize the

complete construction of socialism and communism, the
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People's Socialist Republic of Albania is constantly developing

the revolution, relying ori the principle of 'the class struggle.

Article 5 of the new Constitution says:

«A11 state power in the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania derivates from and belongs to the working people.

«The working class, the cooperativist peasantry and the

other working people exercise their state power through
the representative organs as well as . directly.

«The representative organs are the People's Assembly
and the people's courts.

v

«No one else apart from the organs expressly defined

in this Constitution, can exercise the sovereignty of the
people and any of its attributes in the name of the People's

Socialist Republic . of Albania.^

According to the new Constitution, the representative

organs wield both legislative and executive power. In fact,

all the state organs carry out their activity under their

direction and control. Thus, the state organs are responsible
before the representative organs and render account to them
for their work. But the representative organs, on their part,

have to render account before the people, and in the last

analysis, it is the people themselves that govern the country.
The electors have the right to recall their representative at any
time when he has lost their political trust, when he does
not fulfil the tasks he is charged with, or when he acts in

contravention of the laws. (Art. 8)

«Our socialist democracy has - guaranteed the
,

working
people the important right to nave their say in the solution

of social and state problems, to exercise control over every-
body and everything, to participate effectively on a broad
scale, in an organized way and in the most various forms,
in the administration of the country. The Party considers
this participation and ' its constant extension as the funda-
mental direction of the development of socialist democracy,
as a great motive force to promote the socialist construction
and as one of the most important factors to protect our
state and our society against the danger of bourgeois-
revisionist degeneration. This line of the Party has been
fully sanctioned in the new Constitution (E. Hoxha, Report
to the 7th Congress of the PLA).

The representative organs are elected by the people
through universal suffrage by equal, direct and secret ballot.
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A special law regulates the organization and process of

^
The new Constitution emphasizes that all the functionar-

ies not only those elected but also those appointed by the

state render account before the masses and are under their

Srect Xtrol. Thus the struggle against the danger of

estrangement of the representative organs from the People^

the struggle against bureaucracy and the tendencies to place

the executive and administrative organs above the represen-

tative Tgans of power, is sanctioned in the Constitution.

As Irticte 9 of the Constitution says, the officials serve

£e people and render account before them. They P«?ate
directly in work in production and are paid salaries m fair

ratio with those of the workers and cooperatives with

toe aim of preventing the creation of a privileged stratum.

Article 10 of the Constitution has great importance

because it sanctions the duties of the working class, as the

leading class of the society, the cooperative peasantry as

wen a! ttie other working people, who under the leadership

of the Party of Labour of Albania exercise "direct and

organized control over the activity of state organs, economic

anfSocial organizations and their workers, for the purpose

of defending the victories of the revolution and strengthenmg

of the socialist orders '

_ .

Another article of the Constitution sanctions the prmci-

tjle of the development of the political and economic line

through a fair combination of the centralized direction with

ihe creative initiative of the local organs and the masses

of the working people, in struggle against liberalism.

At the 7th Congress of the Party Comrade Enyer Hoxha

pointed out, «The building and functioning of the^ entire

socialist state and social mechanisms proceed on the basis of

the principle of democratic centralism, the essence of- which

the centralized leadership by the working class of the

entire Me of the country through its Party and the proletary

state the combination of centralized management with the

Wive dnTtiative of the local organs and the working

masses.» ,

.

Article 13 of the- Constitution says that -The state relies

on the social organizations, cooperates with them

conditions for the
.
development <^^ o ^the re-

organizations unite the masses and broad strata of the peo
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pie, draw them, in an organized way, into the running of

the country, the socialist construction and the defence of

"

the country, work for their communist education and take

care of the solution of their individual problems.»

The principal social organizations in Albania are: the

Democratic Front of Albania, a broad political organization

which unites in its ranks all the working masses of town and

country; the Trade Unions, which envelop the workers and
employees; the Albanian Labour Youth Union, which com-

prises all young men and women from 15 to 26 years of

age; the Women's Union of Albania Which unites in its

ranks the women of town and countryside, both workers

and employees.

Article 14 of the Constitution states that «In the con-

struction of socialism, the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania relies mainly on its own forces^. At the 7th Congress

of the PLA Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out in this con-

nection, «Just as the freedom and independence is not dona-

ted, neither are the revolution and socialism imported.

They are the outcome of the resolute revolutionary struggle

of the broad working masses of each country with the working

class at the head, and under the leadership of the Marxist-

Leninist Party. The principle of self-reliance does not rule out

the internationalist aid of the proletariat, revolutionaries, and

socialist countries. However, the external factor, international-

ist solidarity and aid, is an auxiliary and complementary

element, but not the decisive one, despite its great importan-

ce^
«In the National Liberation War as well as in the con-

struction and defence of socialism, our. Party has resolutely

applied the Marxist-Leninist principle of self-reliance.
.

Preci-

sely for this reason our country successfully dealt with

the nazi-fasoist occupiers as well as the pressures and block-

ades of the imperialists- and revisionists, has built a powerful

and independent economy and developed a powerful and

reliable defence potential, and a culture and art of a sound

socialist content. By undeviatingly pursuing the Marxist-

Leninist course of self-reliance, Albania will attain new, even

greater victories in the complete construction of the socialist

society.^

Article 15 defines the principles of the foreign policy

of our country.
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*In foreign relations the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania proceeds from the principles of Marxism-Leninism

and proletarian internationalism, supports- the reyolutionary

movement of the working class and the struggle of the peoples

for freedom, independence, social progress and socialism and

relies on their solidarity.
_ m

«The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is for peace

and good neighbourliness, for relations with all states on

the basis of equality, respect for sovereignty, non-interference

in internal affairs and mutual benefit.

..The People's Socialist Republic of Albania opposes

anv form of aggression, colonial exploitation, tutelage dictate

and he^mony national oppression and racial discrimination.

^ upholds the principle of self-determination of the peoples

the exercise of full national sovereignty and equality ot

all countries dn international relations.^

That foreign policy clearly expresses- the nature of the

Albanian state itself - the policy of a genuine socialist coun-

try Socialist Albania supports and will support the revolutionary

movements of the working class and the struggle of *e peoples

for their freedom, independence and social progress Socialist

Albania has been and will- always be for peace between the

people, and for the establishment of relations of good neigh-

bourliness with the neighbouring countries for Rations with

all the states on the basis of the principle defined by Article

15 of the Constitution. Our country has always respected

and will respect in the future, too, the sovereignty of other

countries* it (has never interfered in their internal affairs,

just as in the past, it will never allow anyone to
.

trample on

its sovereignty and interfere in its internal affairs. Soc ahst

Albania has always energetically condemned the acts of

aggression perpetrated by the imperialists and social-impe-

rialists and has asked the international organizations- to

pass severe punishment on the aggressors. Socialist Albania

has always been against the policy of expansion, colonization

hegemony of the two superpowers - the USA and the Soviet

Union, and all the countries which follow and pursue that

POllC

|acts have proved exactfy What we have said; thanks

to its correct, sure, clear and at the same time energetic

policy, Albania has won the sympathy of all the peoples of

the world. The authority of socialist Albania m the interna-
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tional arena has remarkably grown, because the greatness of

a country is measured neither in millions of square kilometres,

nor in millions of inhabitants, but in the first place in the

ideas which inspire it and which it defends.

The eochwmic order

The economy of the People's Socialist Republic of Alba-
nia is a socialist economy, which is based on the socialist

ownership of the means of production. In our country there

are no exploiting classes, because private property and the
exploitation of man by man have been liquidated and are

forbidden.

Socialist property enjo'ys special protection from the
state, because it constitutes the inviolable base of the socialist

order, the source of the well-being of the people and of the

might of the Homeland. This is sanctioned in. Articles 16 and
17 of the Constitution. In Albania there are two kinds of

socialist property of the means of production:
— state property
— cooperativist property in agriculture

Article 18 of the Constitution says, «State property
belongs to the whole people and is the highest form of social-

ist property. The following are property of the state alone:

the land and underground riches, the mines, forests, pastures,

waters, natural energy resources, the plants, factories, machine
and tractor stations, the banks, the roads of communication
and means of rail, water and air transport, post, telegraph
and telephone offices, radio and TV stations, cinematography.
Any other wealth which is. created in the state sector or

which the state gains according to law, is also state property.^
Cooperativist property (Art. 21) belongs to the group of

working people of the countryside,- voluntarily united in

the agricultural cooperative for the purpose of increasing

production and well-being, for the construction of socialism

in the countryside and throughout the country. The following

are property of the agricultural cooperatives: buildings,

machines, equipment, means of transport, tools and imple-
ments, livestock for work or production, fruit trees, agricul-

tural and livestock products, as well as other means necessary

for their activity.

B - 117 A
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Land, which according to Article 18 ,of Ita
;

Co^titution

is the exclusive property of the ^•^g^^g't
use to the economic enterprises and state institutions to

Ste agricultural cooperatives and social organizations, and

lor Personal useof individual citizens. Land is panted

Jor S free of charge. Agricultural land my be used for

otLr^urposes only with the consent of the respective state

OTg
Ts\

(W,9)

the state devotes special attention to the

deveSpmen/and strengthening of the agrcultural ^pe

r

a-

tives and their transformation into modern enterprises 01

arge-s^ie socialist production. Article 22 of tne Constitution

says explicit^ .Under certain «arcumstances,

suonorts the setting up and development of higher type

cooperatives in which it participates Meetly- with invest-

ment especially in the main means of production The

SStiorfTfte cooperativist property into property of the

entire People is done in conformity with the objective
=

con-

riWons ^cording to the free will of the cooperatives and

w& cTsenfof the state. The state works for the narrow-

ing of distinctions between town and country^

The personal property of citizens is recognized and pro

tected by The stete Personal property are: income from

** and other -lawful sources ^^-^
obieets which serve to meet personal and family material

:Kltu£l needs;- the object, belonging to the -operaW
. family on the basis of the constitution of the af1™"^

cooperative are also personal property.

sanctions the personal property, defines likewise that it

clnnot .be used to the detriment of the social interest. On the

other hand Article 24 stipulates that when the general

tatSest requires it, certain fixed assets of the cooperativist

SS^S^p^ty may be converted into state property.

The criteria o* conversion and the method of. payment are.

fixedly law^ ^.gn^ ,s cA> it is the monopoly

of the state, just as home trade is exercised by the state,

which controls all activity in this field
.

Articles 25 and 26 define the attributes of the state tor

the o^ganStton and development of the economic and soaal:

3e ^8 unified general plan» and for the setting up of

Ihe entases. Article 28 of the Constitution ******

Vtte graXg of concessions to and the creation of foreign
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economic and financial companies and other institutions or

ones formed jointly with capitalist, bourgeois or revisionist,

monopolies and states, as well as obtaining credits from

them, are prohibited.*

That article assumes great importance for safeguarding

the independence of the country and the socialist order.

In his report to the 7th Congress of the ;FLA, Comrade

Enver Hoxha says: «This is an extremely important question

of principle. No country whatsoever, big or small, can build

socialism by taking credits and aid from the bourgeoisie

and the revisionists, or by integrating its economy into

the world system of 'the capitalist economy. Any such linking

of the economy of a socialist country with the economy of

bourgeois or revisionist countries opens the doors to the

action of the economic laws of capitalism and the degenera-

tion of the socialist order. This is the road of betrayal and

the restoration of capitalism, which the revisionist cliques

have pursued and are pursuing.»

Article 29 of the Constitution defines work as the founda-

tion of the entire economic and social life of the country.

«Work is the main source from which every citizen ensures the

means of livelihood. The state works to narrow the differences

between mental and physical labour, between work in indus-

try and work in agriculture. The state takes care of and adopts

measures for safety at work, and the qualification of the

working people.*

In regard to remuneration for work, Article 30 sanctions

the application of the socialist principle «£rom each according

to his ability, to each according to his work*. Thus equal pay

is guaranteed for equal work. The same article says that,

to encourage work for maximum results, «the use of

material stimuli is combined correctly with moral stimuli,

giving priority to the latter*. Likewise, it should be borne in

mind that the fund of social consumption is destined to

meet the common needs of citizens. This fund, which is very

important, «is increased continually in accordance with the

possibilities created b^ ' the development of the country's

economy*. In conclusion that article says that the state

exercises control over the amount of .work and consumption.

The last article of this chapter, Article 31, states that

«The citizens pay no levies or taxes whatsoever*.

Let us recall here that Albania is the first country in
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the world where taxes and levies have been abolished This

is a very great victory for the working masses of our

country.

Education, science and culture

While expressing and defending the interests of all the

wwKpA theltate of the dictatorship of the proletariat

^ the task of moulding the new man, carrying out an

Se^ve ideological and cultural activity^^—^
education of the working people, especially the younger

generation (Art. 32).

That is why the state organizes and runs education

which is «open to all and' free of charge», and built <on the

b^s of the Marxist-Leninist world outlook» and combines

Sons with £oductive work and physical and military

Sng. At the same time, education .follows the best

taditions of the Albanian national and secular schools

Just like education, the state organizes and directs the

deve opment of science and technology in close connection

wtfh hfe and production in the service of the progress of

r^ty and defence of the homeland. At the same time, the

"Supports the dissemination of scientific knowledge among

£S and drawing them extensively ^>
research activity (Art. 14). Thus it protects the cultural

Sage of the people and cares for the all-round development

^^fiiS^^tional culture; it supports the^development

of hterature and art according to the method of sociahst

realism (Art 35) . as well as the development of physical

culture and sports (Art. 36).

Finally Article 37 of the Constitution sanctions the

position of the state in regard to religion: the state recognizes

no religion whatsoever; on the contrary, it supports atheist

propaganda for the purpose of inculcating the scientific

nlSalist world outlook in people. After the first Constitu-

tion entered in force (1946), which recognized the freedom

of religion, the Party has never ceased its scientific propa-

ganda of the materialist world outlook until the working

masses themselves, and especially the y^****^**-
rejected religion, as a mental practice and f^d

^h™^
gravely damages and hinders the progress of the Albanian
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society. Ten years ago Albania became the first country in the

world which got rid of religion and religious obscurantism.

Chapter Two defines the fundamental rights and duties

of citizens. .

According to Article 39, the rights and duties of citizens

are built on the basis of the reconciliation of the interests of

the individual and the socialist society, giving priority to

the general interest. The rights of citizens cannot be

exercised in opposition to the socialist order. This bars the

way to privileges and injustices in all fields of life — political,

economic, cultural and ideological. These great principles can

be proclaimed and applied only in a truly socialist country,

where the dictatorship of the proletariat is in power and

which is based on the principles of Marxism-Leninism.

The last paragraph of that article states that the further

extension .and deepening of the rights of citizens are closely

linked with the socialist development of the country. Thus

the increase of production and the lowering of costs will

bring about the extension of the range of economic rights of

every citizen, with each being able to acquire a greater

amount to goods at lower prices. And this applies to all other

fields — education, military service, culture, etc.

Article 40 says that all citizens are equal before the

law, and that no restriction or privilege is recognized over

the' rights and duties of citizens on account of sex, race,

nationality, education, social position or material situation.

This reflects the concrete reality in our country, where the

socialist' system in its entirety allows no violation of these

principles. (No matter how much this equality is publicized

in the capitalist and revisionist countries, life proves each

day that there equality is only shameless demagogy. Let

us take into consideration the economic aspect of the problem:

by what right a person can have an enormous income and

live in luxury b*y exploiting the work of others?
_

Dealing with the Constitution of the capitalist and

revisionist countries in his speech to the People's Assembly

(December 1976) Comrade Enver Hoxha has said: «The

majority of the capitalist countries where the bourgeoisie

exercises its brutal dictatorship, as well as the Constitutions

of the countries where the revisionists rule, distinguish

themselves by their democratic phrases; but behind the fine

words and promises of 'freedom', 'equality', 'justice', etc
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lurks the violence of the exploiting classes and the ruling

cliques on the working people.

«The working masses all over the world are fighting

today, as Lenin has said, not for freedom on paper, but

for real freedom, are fighting to win their democratic

rights and liberties. Each time the masses demand the imple-

mentation of the constitutional norms which are proclaimed

only to deceive them, their attempts are immediately labelled

as activities endangering the political order of the state and

suppressed with fire and steel. This reality confirms the

correct Marxist-Leninist thesis according to which there where

the dictatorship of the proletariat has not yet been established,

or there where it has been abandoned, the . working masses

cannot enjoy true democratic rights and liberties.

»

Equality of rights in socialist Albania exists not onry

for the citizens of Albanian origin, but for the national

minorities as well. In this respect, Article 42 of the Constitu-

tion needs no comment: ^Protection and development of their

people's culture and traditions, the use of their mother tongue

and teaching of it in school, equal development in airfields

of social life are guaranteed for national minorities. Any
national privilege and inequality and any act which violates

the rights of national minorities is. contrary to the Constitu-

tion and is punishable by law.»

The citizens of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania

who reach the age of 18 years have the right to elect and

be elected to all the organs of state power. The only persons

excluded from electoral rights are those deprived by decision

of the court and those who are mentally incompetent and

declared as such by the court.

A series of Articles of the Constitution defines the

other rights of citizens: the right to work, which is guarante-

ed by the state; work is a duty and honour for every able-

bodied citizen; the right to choose and exercise their profes-

sion according to their capacity and personal inclination, and

in accordance with the needs of the society; the right to rest

after work and paid annual holidays; the right to pension for

all workers of town and countryside; the right to medical treat-

ment free of charge; the equality of rights between man and

woman in pay, holidays, social security and education, in

all socio-political activities and in the family; the right

of the mother to paid leave prior to and after childbirth,

the same rights and duties for children born out of wedlock
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, as children born within marriage; the right of all citizens

to personal property and inheritance; the freedom of scien-

tific work and artistic creativeness; author's rights; the

right to education; the freedom of speech, the press, organiza-

tion 'association', assemibry and public manifestation; the

right of all citizens to join various organizations which

operate in the political, economic, cultural as well as m other

fields of the country's life. However, in this connection,

Article 55 defines that the creation of any type of organiza-

tion of a fascist, anti-democratic, religious, and anti-socialist

character is prohibited; fascist, antidemocratic, religions,

war-mongering, and anti-socialist activities and propaganda,

as well as the incitement of national and racial hatred are

prohibited.

In order to guarantee the rights of citizens, the state

takes a series of measures and places specific institutions

and facilities at their disposal. To this end, rest homes, houses

of culture, health institutions, maternity homes, creches and

kindergartens and -other centres of this kind are created

for and are put in the service of the working people.

In the field of pensions and social insurance, the state

takes under special care the invalids of the National Libera-

tion War and the struggle in defence of the Homeland and the

invalids from work, and creates the conditions for their

rehabilitation. The young children of those fallen in defence

of the country and in the socialist construction are under

care of the state.

On the question of the family, which is the cell of the

society, Article 49 says, ^Marriage and the family are under

the care and protection of the state and society. Marriage is

contracted before competent state organs. The parents are

responsible for the upbringing and communist education of

the children. The children are duty bound to care for parents

who are disabled and lack the necessary means of livelihood.

Children born out of wedlock have the same rights and

duties as children born within the marriage. The children

bereaved of their parents' and without support are brought

up and educated by the state.*

In order to guarantee a sufficient education of the

younger generation, ^Eight-grade education is universal and

compulsory. The state aims at raising the level of compulsory

education for everybody.* This means that the state is

bound to take the necessary measures to make in the future
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the complete cycle of the general secondary education com-

pulsory for all, which will mark an important step forward in

this direction, greatly facilitate the construction of socialism

and place Albania among the advanced countries of the world

in the field of education.

We have mentioned above the freedom of speech, tne

press organization, etc which is recognized to the citizens of

the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, but the fact of

recognizing a freedom is not sufficient in itself. Our socialist

state guarantees the implementation of these freedoms, it

creates the necessary conditions for this purpose and makes

the necessary material means available. Thus, the people's

press in socialist Albania is not the monopoly of a group 01

people. Everybody may express his opinions, criticize any-

body make proposals in newspapers, wall-posters,
.

at

meetings, etc. Article 59 states that the citizens have the

right to make requests, complaints, remarks and proposals

to the competent organs over personal, social and state affairs

according to the conditions defined by law. Citizens have

the right to demand compensation from the state or its

officials for the damage caused by the illegal activities of the

state organs and its employees in the exercise of their duty.

The state guarantees the inviolability of the person, the

home and secrecy of correspondence and other means of

communication (Art. 56, 57, 58). '

On their part; the citizens are obliged to respect and im-

plement the Constitution and other laws. The preservation

and strengthening of the socialist order and the implementa-

tion of the rules of socialist co-existence are a duty for ail

the citizens.' On the other hand, the citizens have the duty

to protect and strengthen socialist property. Violation of

socialist property constitutes a grave crime. The defence

of the socialist Homeland is the supreme duty and the greatest

honour for all citizens. Betrayal of the Homeland is the most

serious crime. Military service and the constant training for the

defence of the socialist Homeland are duties for all the citizens.

Article 65, the last article of this chapter, deals with

the right of sanctuary of foreign citizens. It reads, «The right

of sanctuary in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania is

granted to foreign citizens who are persecuted on account «i

their activity in favour of the revolution and socialism, of

democracy and national liberation, or the progress of science

and cultures
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* *

Part Two of the. Constitution is made up of six chapters,

namely the Supreme Organs of the State Power, the 'Supreme
Organs of the State Administration, the Defence of the. Coun-
try and the Armed

j

Forces, the Local Organs of the State

Power and the State Administration, the People's Courts and
the Attorne'y General's Office.

The People's Assembly of the People's

Socialist Republic of Albania

The (People's Assembly is the supreme organ of state

power in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania. It is the

bearer of the sovereignty of the people and the state and
the sole law-making organ.

The People's Assembly has the following main competen-
ces: it defines, in conformity with the general line and the

orientations of the Party of 'Labour of Albania, the main di-

rections of the internal and external policies of the state; it

approves and amends the Constitution and the laws, decides

on the conformity of the laws with the Constitution, and
interprets the laws; it approves the plan for the economic
and cultural development of the country and the state budget;

it proclaims partial and general mobilization, the state of

emergency, as well as the state of war in case of armed ag-

gression against the People's Socialist Republic of Albania,

or when this is necessary to fulfil the obligations deriving

from international treaties; it ratifies and denounces inter-

national treaties of special importance; it grants amnesty; it

decides on popular referendums; it elects, appoints, and dis-

misses the Presidium of the People's Assembly, the Council of

Ministers, the Supreme Court, the Attorney General and his

deputies (these organs are responsible before the People's Ast
sembly and render account to it); it defines the administrative

territorial structure; it decides on the creation and dissolving

of ministries (Art. 67).

The People's Assembly is comprised of 250 deputies who
are elected in constituencies with an equal number of inha-
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+o tt^ Amities come from all walks of life — workers,^^S^ teWkctu^ Aite functionaries, cadres

°f ^Sited that the People's Assembly^ ^ctedtor

a term of four, years, but acceding to Article 68^^
+nKn-n in case of war or in similar state ot emergency, t

^^Tte'lfople's As.em.biy elects its Presidential Council

whid teadTits meetings "according to the rules approved

by
"-The People's Assembly meets in normal session twice per

year SSe of the Presidium of the People's AasemHy,

IT» mav be summoned in extraordinary sessions by decree

S ne^diuTof 0* People's Assembly or

of one-third of the deputies. The meetings, of the Peoples

Assembly open when &e majority of the deputies are pre-

Srat
BeideI the commission for the examination of the man-

dates dected at the first session of the People's Assembly and

charged with verifying the validity of the mandates of de-

nuties the People's Assembly elects from its ranks permanent

Sd temporary commissions. The permanent commissions have

the duTto examine the bills and decrees of a -normative

character of the Presidium of the People's Assembly to

observe and control the activity of the state organs according

to their respective sectors, and to present problems to the

People's Assembly or the Presidium of the People's Assembly.

The temporary commissions are created for special questions.

The duties and rights of the deputies to the People s As-

sembly are defined in Article 72 of the Constitution.

It is the duty of the deputy to the People's Assembly to

serve the interests of the people and the cause of the Home-

land and socialism conscientiously and loyally, to maintain

close contact with his electors, and render account to them.

Ttedeputy to the People's Assembly has the right to demand

explanations from all the state organs and to intervene with

fh£n for the precise implementation of the Constitution andK Tte s
P
tefe orgarS are obliged to examine the requests
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and proposals by the deputies and to reply to them within

defined regulations.

The deputy to the People's Assembly enjoys immunity
(Art. 73). The deputy cannot be detained, arrested, or suffer

penal punishment without the approval of the People's As-

sembly, or its Presidium, apart from cases in which a grave

crime has obviously been committed.
,

According to Article 74 of the Constitution, the right to

initiate legislation belongs to the Presidium of the People's

Assembly, to the Council of Ministers, and the deputies.

The laws and acts of the People's Assembly are considered

approved' when the majority of the deputies present have

voted for them. The laws are proclaimed no later than 15 days

after their approval and enter into force 15 days after their

proclamation in the Official Gazette, apart from occasions

when they themselves envisage otherwise.

Principal Competences of the Presidium of the People's

Assembly

The Presidium of the People's Assembly is elected from

the ranks of the People's Assembly at its first session and it

continues its activity till the election of a new Presidium of

the Peoples' Assembly. It is a superior organ of state power
with permanent activity. It is comprised of the president,

3 vice-presidents, the secretary and 10 members. Decisions of

the Presidium of the People's Assembly are taken on a major-

ity of votes when a majority of its members is present.

Article 77 of the Constitution states that the Presidium

of the People's Assembly has these main permanent compe-
tences :

It convenes the sessions of the People's Assembly; it

sets the date of elections to the People's Assembly and the

people's councils; it awards decorations and titles of honour;

it accords or revokes Albanian citizenship and accepts the

renunciation of it; it exercises the rights of pardon; it defines

the territorial-administrative divisions; it enters into interna-

tional treaties and ratifies and denounces those which are not

examined by the People's Assembly itself; it accepts the

credentials and the letters of recall of the diplomatic repre-

sentatives of foreign states; it proclaims the laws and referen-

dums decided by the People's Assembly.
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According to Article 78 of the Constitution, between ses-

sions of the People's Assembly, the Presidium of the -People's

Assembly exercises these competences:

It controls the implementation of the laws and decisions

of the People's Assembly; it controls the Council of Ministers,

the Supreme Court, the Attorney General and an"y other state

organ, and summons them to report; it appoints or dismisses

the vice-chairmen of the Council of Ministers or individual

ministers on the proposal of the Chairman of the Council

of Ministers; it appoints or dismisses individual members or

the vice-presidents of the Supreme Court and the deputies

of the Attorney General. In each case the decrees for their

appointment or dismissal must he approved by the People's

Assembly; it issues decrees and decisions; the decrees of a

normative character are presented for approval to the People's

Assembly at its . next session; it makes interpretations of laws

and presents them for approval to the People's Assembly

at its next session; when the convening of the People's As-

sembly is impossible, it proclaims partial or general mobiliza-

tion, the state of emergency :as well as the state of war in

case of armed aggression against the People's Socialist Re-

public of Albania or when this is necessary to fulfil the

obligations deriving from international treaties. In time of

war, in case the convening of the People's Assembly is impos-

sible, the Presidium of the People's Assembly exercises all the .

competences of the latter apart from changes in the Constitu-

tion. „ t .

Finally, according to Article 79 the Presidium of the

People's Assembly directs and controls the activity of the

people's councils; it may disband them, appoint their respective

temporary executive committees as well as decide on the

election of a new people's council. The .Presidium of the

People's Assembly abrogates the unlawful or irregular acts

of the Council of Ministers, of the people's councils and of

the executive committees.

The Council of Ministers of the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania

The Council of Ministers is the supreme executive and

administrative organ appointed at the first session of the'

People's Assembly ; it comprises the Chairman, the Vice-chair-
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men and the Ministers. As a rule the members of the Council

of Ministers are appointed from among the ranks of the de-

puties to the People's Assembly. The decisions of the Council

of Ministers are taken on the majority of votes when the

majority of its members is present.

The main competences of the Council of Ministers

According to Article 81 of the Constitution it directs the

activity for the realization of the internal and external policies

of the state; promulgates decisions, ordinances and instruct-

ions on the. basis of the Constitution and the laws and for

their implementation; it directs and controls the activity of

the ministries, other central organs of state administration,

and the executive committees of the people's councils, and
defines their internal organization; it works out the draft-

plan for the economic and cultural development of the coun-
try, the draft-budget of the state, organizes and controls the

implementation of the plan and the budget, directs and
organizes the finances of the state and the monetary and
credit system; it directs the activity for the fulfilment of

duties in the field of defence of the country in conformity
with the decisions of the Defence Council; it takes the neces-

sary measures for the security, protection and strengthening

of the socialist juridical order and the rights of citizens; it

enters into and approves international agreements and denoun-
ces those not subject to ratification.

According to Article 82 of the Constitution, the Council
of Ministers abrogates the unlawful or irregular acts of the
ministries and other central organs of the state administration
and of the executive committees of the people's councils. The
Council of Ministers suspends the implementation of unlawful
or irregular decisions of the people's council, and presents the
question of their abrogation to the higher people's council,

or to the Presidium of the People's Assembly.

The Presidium of the Council of Ministers, which is

comprised of the Chairman and the Vice-chairmen, supervises,

controls and takes decisions on the implementation of tasks
set by the Council of Ministers. The Chairman of the Council
of Ministers represents the Council of Ministers, presides over
its meetings and directs its activity.
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According to Articles '84, 85 and 86 of the Constitution,

the ministries are central organs of the state fmmistration

specialized in particular branches of activity, .
and directed by

members of the Council of Ministers. , .

The- ministers are responsible for the activity of their

respective ministries and of the Council of Ministers, theV

direct and control the organs, enterprises, institutions and

economic organizations of their sector. On ma ters m hm

their competences, the ministers issue orders, rules and ins

tractions according to the laws, ordinances and decisions of

the Council of Ministers, and for their implementation

The ministries abrogate the unlawful or irregular ordinan-

ces and instructions of the organs, enterprises or institutions

dependent on them and suspend the application of the unlaw-

ful or irregular decisions of the executive committees of the

people's councils, which have to do with their respective

sphere of activity, representing the question of their abroga-

tion to the Council of Ministers.

The defence of the country and the armed forces

Given their great importance, these questions have
:

been

dealt with in a special chapter (Chapter Three .
The watchword

of the Party is -The defence of the country is the duty above

all duties* The socialist state has undertaken the tasks, of

safeguarding the victories of the people's revolution and the

socialist construction, of defending the freedom, national in-

dependence and territorial integrity of the country. -The ^ter-

ritory of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania,* Article

87 states, '-is inalienable and its borders are inviolable^

According to Article 88 of the Constitution, -The defence

of the Homeland and of the victories of socialism is ensured

by the armed people, organized in. the armed forces, which

comprise the People's Army, the forces of the Ministry of

Internal Affairs and the People's Voluntary Self-defence

Forces. The People's Army, as the main force for the defence

of the Homeland, is .the army of the people and serves the
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people. The armed forces are led by the Party of Labour of

Albania.*
In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the Defence

Council is created to direct, organize and mobilize all the

forces and resources of the country in defence of the Home-
land. The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the

Party of Labour of Albania is the Commander-in-chief of the

Armed Forces and the Chairman of the Defence Council. The

composition of the Defence Council is defined (by the Pre-

sidium of the People's Assembly on the proposal of the

Chairman of the Defence Council (Art. 89).

Article 90 sanctions, -No one has the right to sign or

accept in the name of the People's Socialist Republic of Al-

bania the capitulation or occupation of the country. Any
such act is condemned as treason to the country*. This article

assumes capital importance. An eventual war for the defence

of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania will be carried

out through to the end — the total liquidation of the enemy.

At the 7th Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania,

Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, -Our people always

regard the defence of freedom and national sovereignty as

the duty above all duties. Therefore, the Party and the peo-

ple's power have adopted a series of very important measures

of a political, ideological, military and other character which

have also been sanctioned in the draft^Constitutioh for the

organization of a reliable and impregnable defence, capable

of guaranteeing the socialist victories and coping with - any

enemy aggression, no matter where it comes from. The Consti-

tution, also sanctions the great Marxist-Leninist principle that

the defence of the Homeland and the gains of socialism are

guaranteed by the armed people organized in the armed

forces.

«It is absolutely possible to ensure the national sovereignty

and political and economic independence and to guarantee the

defence of the country, because in Albania the people are

in power, sovereignty belongs entirely to the working people

and is exercised by them alone, because the dictatorship of

the proletariat led by the Party of Labour is in power here.*

Finally, in connection with Article 91, which states that

-The establishment of foreign military bases and the sta-

tioning of foreign troops in the territory of the People's So-

cialist Republic of Albania is prohibited*, Comrade Enver Hoxha

has pointed out that -this principle is of vital importance for
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Albania, as it clearly and unequivocally expresses the deter-

mination of the Albanian people and their sovereign right to

.defend their Homeland. At the same time, this constitutional

norm expresses the principled and1 friendly internationalist

foreign policy of socialist Albania, so that its territory never

be used as a base for aggression against the other countries

and peoples.^
Chapter Four of the Constitution sanctions the local or-

gans of the state power and state administration.

The people's councils

The People's Councils are organs of the state power which

carr^ out the governing of the country in the respective ter-

ritorial administrative units. The people's coomcils direct, with

the broad participation of the working masses, all social life

in the political, economic, socio-cultural fields, the defence

of the country and the protection of the socialist juridical

order, reconciling the local interests with the general state

interests. The people's councils are elected for a term of

three years (Art. 92).

The competences of the people's council

The people's council adopts the local plan and budget;

from its members it elects the executive committee and the

commissions of the council and discharges them, it appoints

and discharges the chiefs of the sections of the executive

committee; it directs and controlsthe activity of the people's

councils at lower levels, and issues ordinances and decisions

within its competences (Art. 92 and 93).
~

Just like the other organs, the meetings of the people's

council open when the majority of its members is present.

The decisions of the people's council are taken on the major-

ity of votes of its members present.

A higher people's council may dissolve a lower level

people's council, appoints the provisional executive committee

and decides on the elections for a new people's council. A
higher people's council may dismiss the executive committee
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of a lower level people's council and order a new election
of the executive committee.

The people's council abrogates the unlawful or irregular
acts of its executive committee, of the lower level people's
council and the respective executive committee.

The rights and duties of the members of the people's
council

' It is the duty of the members of the people's councils to
serve the people conscientiously and loyally, to maintain close

ties with the- electors and render account to them. They have
the right to control the state organs, enterprises, institutions
and agricultural cooperatives and demand from them the
precise implementation of the socialist law.

On their part, the respective state organs are obliged to

examine the remarks of the members of the people's councils
and take the necessary measures.

The members of the people's councils enjoy immunity
within the territorial unit under the administration of the
people's council. They cannot be detained, arrested or sub-
jected to penal prosecution without the consent of the
people's council or the executive committee except in cases
when a grave crime has obviously been committeed.

The competences of the executive committee

.

The executive committee is the executive and .administra-
tive organ of the people's council. The executive committee
continues its activity even after the expiration of the mandate
of the people's council which has elected it, until the first

meeting of the new people's council.

Between sessions of the people's council, the executive
commitee exercises the rights and duties of the people's
council, with the exception of those which, by law, come
within the competence of the people's council alone.

The executive committee renders account to the people's
council which has elected it and the next higher administrative
executive organ. The executive committee of a higher people's
council abrogates the unlawful and irregular acts of a lower
level executive committee and suspends those of the lower

9 - U7 A
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level people's council, presenting the question of their abroga-

tion to the competent people's council (Art. 99).

Finally, the specialized organs created under the executive

committee are dependent on the people's council, its execu-

tive^ommittee, and the higher organs of the state admm^tra-

tion, the^ render account to them and to the masses of the

working people (Art. 100).

*

* * .

The people's courts

According to Article 101 (Chapter Five), the people's

courts are the organs which administer justice. They protect

SetcSist juridical order, fight for the prevention^of cnmes,

educate the masses of working people to respect and imple

men? the socialist laws, relying on^their active^ffg^
At the head of the organs of justice is the Supreme

Court which directs and controls the activity of the courts.

The Supreme Court is elected at the first session of the

People's Assembly. The other people's courts
;
are elected by

the people according to the method defined by law.

Court organization and trial procedure are defined by

Article 102 of the Constitution has it that the courts

judge penal and civil cases and other cases which are within

their competences according to the law. .

Judgement is done with the participation of assistant

judges and in public sittings, with the exception of cases on

which it has been decided otherwise by law.

During the trial the Albanian language i» used. Persons

who do not know Albanian may use their own language and

speak through an interpreter.

The accused enjoy the right of defence.
+

Finally, Article 103 of the Constitution states that the

court is independent in its judgement of a case, it takes ts

Son on the basis of the law alone, and it pronounces its

verdict in the name of the people.

The verdict may be annulled or amended only by the

competent higher court.

THE STATE OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT 131

The Attorney Generd&'s Office

Chapter Six and last of Part Two of the Constitution
deals with the Attorney General's Office.

The duty of the Attorney General's Office is to control
the precise and uniform implementation of the laws by the
ministries and other central and local organs, by the courts,
the organ of investigation, enterprises, institutions, organiza-
tions, officials and citizens.

The Attorney General's Office has the right to protest
against every illegal act and to demand from the respective
organs its abrogation or amendment. The request of the At-
torney General must be examined within the period defined
by law, otherwise the implementation of the act is suspended 1

(Art. 104).

The Attorney General puts before the People's Assembly
and before the Presidium of the People's Assembly cases in

which the laws and decrees are not in conformity with the
Constitution, and it also puts before the Council of Ministers
cases in which its decisions and instructions do not conform
with the law (Art. 105).

The Attorney General and his assistants are appointed by
the People's Assembly at its first session.

The attorneys are appointed by the Presidium of the
People's Assembly.

Part Three of the Constitution includes two chapters, the
first comprised of 3 articles (107, 108, 109), dealing with the
national emblem, the flag, the capital city, which remain
unchanged.

The second chapter under the title «Final Dispositions*,
comprises the last three articles (110, 111, 112), which have
particular importance. They read:

«The Constitution is the fundamental law of the state.

«A11 activity for the creation of juridical norms is con-
ducted on the basis of the Constitution and in complete con-
formity with it (Art. 110).

^Proposals for amendments to the Constitution can be
presented by the Presidium of the People's Assembly, the
Council of Ministers or by two-fifths of the totaL

«Approval of or amendments to the Constitution are
done by the People's Assembly by a majority of two-thirds
of all the deputies* (Art, 111).
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*

* *

The unanimous, approval of the new Constitution by the

Peopled Assembly on December 28, 1976, was3 enthusiasm by the entire Albanian peop e December

fr 976 wTu Xa/s remain for them a Mj*^**^
Presenting a fundamental stage in the struggle of the working

cSsT thfcooperativist peasantry and the people's

ft t£e entire Albanian people, for building a better life,

Tov& of man to teTrue me/ning of the word, for

£

abating

Te^uinely socialist state where the workers are e«ec^ely

tv,! meters of their own country and destiny, a new society

wfthoutSloite- and exploited^ Up <*™™£Z
and working «one for all and all for one» m a spirit of eternal

^Ud^ty inspired by the noblest ideals of mankind and

marthiS' nTstop towards this society which *
i

the

dSof all men - the communist society. Odious of the

f^t thS the People's Socialist Republic of Albania is a

Suntry^ whfcl en^ys the sympathy and support of a* the

^volutionaries and progressive people in the world, but whicn

S^e™tmi?awusls the hatred of American mpenahsm

^S-imperiaBsm and all the other-^nanes £e

Altvmian neople, with its woriking class at the head, unaer

rt^wise anTrekolute leadership of the Party of Labour of

X3?lS been charged with theJJ**.**^
socialist Albania a brilliant example for the future ot man

Sd and an impregnable fortress for all &e sworn enemies

S our country and of all the peoples of the world

MoSES better than the statement of a group of veterans

of teSl Liberation War can illustrate the determina-

tion of our people to defend their achievements and thear

HOm!^ if we were a hundred years old, if the Part*

issues ite call, we will rise to our feet, makmg light of theS of the years, our bodies straight up like the nfle, and

^mS^Hoxha has^^83*3^^
regime of the working class, it is its dictatorship, wnose
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social base rests on the indissoluble alliance of the working

class with the cooperat;vist peasantry, it is a regime of genuine

democracy. Under this regime, the people have taken their

destiny in their hands and govern the countr^ . Our new
Constitution reflects, develops and defends these great ideas.

The great strength of our people rests on the fact that

they are imbued with these ideas and carry them out. These

correct and resolute ideas and actions underlie the correct

policy of the Albanian state in the international arena- which

the progressive peoples and nations understand and respect.

If they pay tribute to our policy and respect it, this is because

it is characterized by goodwill towards other states and the

desire to maintain with them good relations, based on the

known principles of equality, respect of state sovereignty

and territorial integrity, non-interference in the internal

affairs of one another and mutual benefit. We go against the

imperialist and revisionist current. One current is that of the

revolution and the destruction of the capitalist order, which

will be replaced by socialism and communism, the classless

society. This society is the future of mankind and it will be built

only through the class struggle, by bloodshed and sacrifices.

But it will be built. Imperialism and social-imperialism are

in decay. Socialism will triumph, the world and mankind will

get rid of this plague.»

The Albanian people, led by the PLA with Comrade

Enver Hoxha at the head, find in the clearly expressed articles

of the Constitution of the CPSR of Albania fresh inspiration for

ever greater victories, to make Albania ever stronger and more

prosperous, to defend socialism and the Homeland from all

dangers, wherever they may come from.



Chapter three

THE MASS ORGANIZATIONS

The Democratic Front of Albania

The Democratic Front is the direct continuation of the

National Liberation Front created at the ^Conference of

Peza on September 16, 1942. At this conference, where

besides the communists, patriots and nationalists of dif-

ferent political trends also took part, the problem of uniting

and organizing the Albanian people in the struggle gainst

the fascist invaders was raised and discussed. The National

Liberation Front was one of the forms through which this

union was realized.

The National (Liberation Front was the united tront

of the entire people against the external enemy that^ had

occupied the country. Its line was the union of all true Alba-

nians without discrimination as to class, political conviction,

religion or region, the union of all the patriotic and demo-

cratic forces of the country, of all those who were ready to

fight the fascist occupier and the local traitors ^for a free,

independent, democratic and people's Albania This was a

corre^ orientation which responded to the then situation

of the country where internal class contradictions had passed

to second place, being subordinate to the extem^^ad̂ "
tions between the Albanian people who were fighting for

freedom, independence and national sovereignty, on the one

hand, and the Italian invaders who had enslaved the

country, on the other hand.

Implementing this line, the Front rallied around itself
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the overwhelming majority of the population- — the working

class, the poor and middle peasantry, the petty- and middle

bourgeoisie of the towns, the patriotic intellectuals and all the

other anti-fascist elements. The alliance of the working class

with the peasantry was at the foundation of the Front. This

alliance is of vital importance for any country that rises

in struggle and revolution, it constitutes the supreme principle

of the dictatorship of the proletariat. However, in the con-

ditions of Albania, where the working class was small in

number and where the peasantry constituted the overwhelm-

ing majority of the population, the participation of the latter

in the struggle, under the leadership of working class and its

revolutionary party, was a decisive factor for the fate of

the struggle and. the revolution. The countryside became

the main base of the struggle for freedom and the peasantry

represented the most important of the forces engaged in

this struggle.

As for the foreign policy of the National Liberation

Front, it was based essentially on the alliance with all the

anti-fascist states and all the peoples fighting against fascism,

in particular, on the alliance with the Soviet Union, which

with its wise policy and heroic war under the masterful

leadership of Stalin embodied the hopes of the peoples to

get rid of the fascist plague, which menaced them with

extermination.

In fact, the program of the National Liberation r ront

was the minimum program of the Party. It was a dear,

understandable, militant and revolutionary program. The

principal tasks of this program were : incessant uncompromis-

ing struggle against the invaders and traitors for the libera-

tion of the country, for freedom and national independence;

for a democratic people's government; the general armed

uprising and creation of the National Liberation Army,

organization of political and economic assistance for the

people's struggle, an assistance which had to. be secured, in

the first place, from the popular masses of town and country-

side; destruction of the power of the occupiers and their

collaborators (which represented the interests of the principal

exploiting classes of the country); setting up of the power of

the national liberation councils as the sole political power

of the people; finally, broad political and ideological prepara-

tion of the masses for the general people's uprising and for

the continuation of the struggle after the liberation of the
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country in defence of the victories achieved, for the recons-

truction of the country and the implementation of major

socio-economic transformations in the interest of the people.

The founding of the National Liberation Front was a

mortal blow at the occupiers and local reaction in general

which had made common cause with them. To cope with

this situation^the forces of reaction created, first, the orga-

nization of Balli Kombetar, then that of Legaliteti, which

directly opposed the National Liberation Front. These two

organizations, set up with the backing of the Italian and

German occupiers and the support and encouragement of the

Anglo-American imperialists, were not political parties, but

heterogenous groupings of the local reactionary forces, of

big landowners and merchants, bourgeois intellectuals, mem-
bers of the reactionary clergy and all the dregs of the society

that had made common cause with the occupier.

Adhering to the correct line of uniting all the Albanian

people in the struggle against fascism, ^without discrimina-

tion as to religion, region or political conviction», the Front

called more than once on the forces that had come out

against itself to fight the invaders together, it did everything

to show them the right course, to make them abandon their

road of treason and prevent a civil war. The touchstone

to assess the real orientation of these groupings would be

their stand towards the enemy that had occupied the country.

The Front demanded from these organizations to launch

themselves in strength and without delay, without waiting

for the ^opportune moment^, into stern and uncompromising

struggle against the Italian and German invaders. Consistent

in their course of betrayal, the Balli Kombetar and Lega-

liteti not only did not fire a single shot against the invaders,

but on the contrary united completely with them in the

struggle against the people. Thus, the struggle against the

fascist occupiers in Albania, the struggle for national libera-

tion, was combined with the struggle against the collaborators

of the occupiers, the principal exploiting classes and their

political .organizations — the Balli Kombetar and Legali-

teti That had important political repercussions for the

development of the National Liberation War of the Albanian

people and gave this war the character of a thorough-going

people's revolution.

Likewise, after Liberation, all the attempts of the land-

owners and bourgeois elements, abetted and supported by the
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American and British imperialists, to create reactionary

political parties, as a means for the overthrow of the people's

power, were turned to ashes.

The Party of Labour of Albania has expressed and
defended not only the interests of the working class but
also those of the labouring peasantry, and the entire Albanian
people united in the: Democratic Front, always viewing these

interests from the angle of socialism. The historical fact that

in Albania there were no other political parties apart from
the Party of Labour of Albania, was in itself a very favour-

able phenomenon for the working class, for the people, the

revolution and socialism. This enabled the Party to fulfil its

mission of the leader of the revolution in all its stages, better

and more easily.

The Front has been and remains the broadest support base

of the Party and the people's state power. It embodies the

moral and political unity of the people round the Party.

The alliance of the working class with the labouring peasantry

under the leadership of the working class has underlied the

revolution in all its stages. The labouring peasantry has
constituted its broadest base. The Party of Labour of Albania

has always been the sole leading force of the Front and
the sole political party in the country.

In all its stages, the 'Democratic Front has been a power-
ful weapon in the hands of the Party of Labour of Albania
for the political union of the broad masses of the people

round itself, for their mobilization at war and work to

achieve victory.

Through the Democratic Front, the Party has succeeded

in uniting the classes, strata as well as isolated groups and
elements, which have become the allies of the working class

in all the stages of the revolution, in a broad political orga-

nization. Through the Democratic Front, the proletarian policy

of the 'Party has been able to exercise its influence on each
of these allies, especially those not 'comprised in the ranks

of the other mass organization.

The Democratic Front is the largest mass organization

participating in the system of the dictatorship of the proleta-

riat. This system also comprises all the other mass organiza-

tions, such as the Trade Unions, the Albanian, Labour Youth
Union and the Women's Union of Albania. These organizations,

dealing with the particular problems of workers, youth and
women, carry out their political, educational and organiza-
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tional work according to their own specific character. "AH theseS organizations clrry out their activity in e«nnec^
with each other, hut none of them can supplant the functions

cJ tWther. Each organization has its own specie character

Id roleIn the construction of socialism. If the other orgamza-

tons deal with definite strata of the population, the Democra-

tic Front is the organization in which the Pf*}"™£
the entire people is realized. While militating m their respect

ve TrgSiLtions, the members of the other <>rg=tions

are at the same time members of the Democratic Front and

Ske an active part in all the debates and activities of ts

oS^tions. The unity of the .people in the DemocraticE is a unity of classes, strata and persons which are

RvMed bTantagonistic contradictions, but on the contary

are united by common interests and aims over one or several

SstoricTperiods. This unify has been created and strengthen-

to The struggle for freedom and national independence

to uncompromlng struggle against internal and external

^Tte^onomic and social base of this union today is the

social property of the means of production the socmhst

relations of production established in town and countryside,

S Seal base is the general line of the party for the cons-

truction of socialism and the defence of the country; its

SoScal base is Marxism-Leninism which guides and inspires

flU ^unityTS people round the Democratic Front

represents an unsurmountable wall against which all the

totSand external enemies of our socialist country have

^celL^bBs'hment of the people's power *e De-

mocratic Front has played and continues to play a major role

to tiS mobilization of the masses for the construction of

socialism, as well as in their patriotic and communist educa-

^'The defence of the Homeland has always been and

rftnata a duty of capital importance for

Front. It carries out, systematic work of ^^f^ ^
ooHtical education to inculcate in the masses eyer deeper the

fove for the Homeland and the devotion to the country
,

to

always alive and further develop the patriotic and

r^olutSy traditions of our. forefathers from the legendary

SEhrfoi National Hero ~ Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg,
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the even greater epic — the heroic National Liberation War,

to the just as glorious days of the socialist construction

of the country. Each organization of the Democratic Front in

town or countryside is a centre of the patriotic education

of the masses for increasing prosperity and strengthening the

defence of the Homeland, for deepening the hatred against

the class enemy.
like all the other mass organizations, the Democratic

Front has played a major role and carried out all-round

work for the incessant strengthening of the people's power. It

has educated the working masses of town and countryside

in the spirit of love for and devotion to the people's state

power, has mobilized them to implement its 'decisions and

laws, has drawn them more and more into participating in

state and social activity.

The Democratic Front has played and still pla^s an

important role in the struggle against bureaucracy for the

further strengthening and democratization of the people's

power. It has, on the one hand, organized and encouraged

the control of the masses over the state organs and the

persons working there, and on the other hand, it has carried

• out all-round political and ideological educational work so

that the functionaries and employees, the representatives of

the people to the state organs of all levels, are constantly

aware of being the servants of the people.

The organizations of the Democratic Front carry out all-

round work to draw the masses into studying and solving

major problems- of the people's power, to raise the conscious-

ness of the masses and ensure their active participation in

governing the country.

In the context of the struggle against bureaucracy the

Democratic Front does great work in order to encourage

people to express their views frankly on any subject, because

they are the masters of the country and the people's power,

because their will is a law which no one can infringe. At

their meetings, the organizations of the Democratic Front

encourage the broad and free debating of problems which

concern and preoccupy them. In particular, they stimulate

open and unrestricted criticism by the masses of shortcomings

and errors.

The Democratic Front has always played an important

role in the solution of social problems. This role has been

constantly rising, especially in the more recent times. In
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all the districts of the country the organizations of the

Democratic Front, in concert with the organizations of the

youth, women and trade-unions, have organized many large

meetings and popular discussions to discuss major social pro-

blems There, backward, feudal and patriarchal customs which

oppress and enslave the woman, religious prejudices and

dogmas, all that is alien to the socialist spirit, all that is

conservative and reactionary, all that hinders the establish-

ment of fair relations in family and society, all that hampers

the progress of the country, was denounced.

Another no less important field of action for the Democra-

tic Front is its all-round work to promote, especially m tne

countryside; a more cultured mode of living, especially in

regard to hygiene, communal services, spread of education

and culture, improvement of living standards,

Since the day of the publication of the draft-Constitu-

tion in 1976, in collaboration with the other mass orgamzations

— the Trade Unions, the Albanian Labour Youiii XJnion

the Women's Union of Albania, the organizations of the *ront

have organized thousands of meetings at which people acquain-

ted themselves with the draft-Constitution, discussed its

content" and form, and made very valuable remarks, sug-

gestions, and proposals which were attentively studied by

the special commission charged with editing the new Cons-

titution. These propositions were forwarded to the com-

mission for the amendment of the final text of the draft-

Constitution.

The Trade Unions of Albania

The Trade Unions of Albania (TUA) were created on

January 11, 1945. This was an important historic event and

a logical consequence of the many and great efforts of the

Albanian workers to organize themselves.

Before Liberation, the Albanian working class, although

small in number, had a glorious history of class struggle.

But due to the barbarous oppression it was subject to by the

retrogressive regimes of the past, it was unable to set up

an organization of its own on a national scale. Forced to

protect themselves, the Albanian workers set up their own

associations in some towns and for some crafts, which, gra-
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dually assumed a political character. Through overt and

covert actions, they gathered strength, developed a relatively

high class consciousness which was further enhanced and

deepened with the creation of the communist groups and

the propaganda of communist ideas. These first organizational

elements and the strikes which broke out at Kucova, Korea

and other towns, weakened the regime of feudal-bourgeois

oppression and showed that the working class was rising as

a powerful political and social force in the life of the country.

The Italian fascist aggression raised the struggle of the

Albanian working class to a higher level. Although numerical-

ly small, the working class created its political party, which

at the most difficult moments, took the destiny of the country,

the conduct of the war and the revolution, in its own hands.

The National Liberation War was a great school for the

political education and revolutionary tempering of the working

class, which engaged in it totally, setting a brilliant example

of heroism and abnegation and becoming the backbone of

the alliance with the peasantry and other patriotic and

progressive strata of the country.

The Trade Unions of Albania emerged under new histori-

cal conditions, when the country was liberated from the

occupiers and the exploited classes were overthrown, when

the working class, in alliance with the labouring peasantry,

had come to power and established the people's state power.

The TUA was born as a necessity of the moment which called

for the unity of the working class, as one of the most effective

levers of the Party in the system of the dictatorship of the prol-

etariat. Under these circumstances, the TUA developed

according to entirely new principles, the basic principles of

Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary traditions of the

Albanian and international worker movement.

In the capitalist countries, trade-unions 'have been created

more than a century ago as organizations of the workers

against capitalist exploitation and social injustice, but they

could not serve as a model for the Albanian working class,

because trade-unions in Albania do not operate in the con-

ditions of the capitalist system, where state power is in

the hands of the bourgeoisie, but in new historical conditions,

where the working class and its Party are in power. Thus

in Albania, the Trade Unions and the state are two weapons

of the same class, are led b^ the Party of the working class
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which fights and works for one aim — the construction of

socialism. The Trade Unions in Albania were created as a

weapon in the hands of the working class and its Party, a

weapon which should serve the construction of a socialist

society, the continuous development of the revolution, and

the defence of the independence and sovereignty of the country.

Since their creation, they were conceived as organizations

of a pronounced political and class character. Thus in their

physiognomy, in their aims and tasks, in their method
^

of

work and form of organization, they represent an institution

of an entirely new type. The place and function of the

Trade Unions in socialist society is directly determined by

the role of the working class itself as the leading political

force of the country.
,

The working class constitutes the principal force of the

Trade Unions, which also shares greater responsibility for

the organization of the socialist life in the country. Hence,

the great role and significance of the Trade Unions in the.

People's Socialist Kepublic of Albania.

In our country, the trade^unions do not limit themselves

to only defending the rights of the workers, but they also

take an active part in the management of production, in

the building and consolidation of the socialist regime.

The trade-unions are organizations in which dozens of

thousands of workers assimilate the first elements of organiza-

tion of the economic and political life, organizations in

which the workers enhance their cultural and political level,

and through which they accede to the direction and manage-

ment of socialist industry. As Lenin has pointed out, the

trade^unions are an institution intended to educate and

organize the workers, they are schools of direction and

management, schools of communism.
To exercise a leading function in the economy, one

need not necessarily hold a managerial post. In the People's

Socialist Republic of Albania, even the commonest worker

is given the real possibility to have his say and bring his

influence to bear on the development of production, on correct-

ing mistakes and shortcomings, to help improve the work

and management of enterprises, to bring about the introduc-

tion of modern technological processes.

Production meetings play an. important role in the deve-

lopment of the creative initiative and political activity of the

working class. These meetings, held under the direction of the
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trade-unions, have become an important means for the educa-
tion of the working masses and their participation in run-
ning production, They are held regularly and deal with im-
portant questions, such as:— production plans of enterprises

;

— organization of production and work;
— means of improving the quality of production and

lowering costs;

— problems of investments, technical norms, internal
management, measures of safety at work, etc.

Production meetings, at which the workers express their
opinions in all liberty, help to detect shortcomings and
errors, and make concrete proposals and observations, are
evidence of the broad democracy exercised on all the ques-
tions concerning the organization of production. The worker
and the specialist, the engineer and the director of enterprise
are not isolated ftrom each other. They are all workmates
subject to the same proletarian discipline, respecting and
assisting each other in a fraternal spirit. During the working
time the worker carries out the tasks assigned to him by
the master, engineer or director, while at production or
other meetings he criticizes their mistakes or shortcomings.
The control exercised by the trade-unions — control from
below, is the surest guarantee for the elimination of all bureau-

_ cratic distortions. Thus, all the strength and authority of the
managers of production in the conditions of the people's state
power -lies in the masses. And production meetings serve to
strengthen the ties of the executives, on the one hand, with
the workers and employees, on the other.

Each year the (basic trade-union organization of every
enterprise signs a collective contract with the management.
The stipulations of the contracting parties also bear on the
working and living conditions of the workers.

The workers and employees participate directly in the
execution of collective contracts. The trade-union organiza-
tion controls the execution of the stipulations of the contract
by both the workers and the management.

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the interests
of the state and those of the trade^unions are the same.
Thus, in the struggle against mistakes and shortcomings the
trade-union organizations enjoy full support by the state.

The rights of the trade-unions in the struggle for the
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defence of the material and moral interests of the workers

are very broad. The trade-unions

:

— participate in the drafting and editing of laws on

labour and wages;
— supervise the application of rules on safety at work

and technical security

;

— exercise social control on behalf of the masses over

the execution of housing construction plans and participate

in the allocation of houses;
— control the activity of commercial enterprises and

public catering:

Through the trade-unions the workers exercise their

control over the rates of utilization of state social insurance

funds, the accomodation of the workers and their children in

rest-homes, check the execution of plans for the construction

of health and prophylactic institutions, the work of health

services, etc.

The trade-unions wield all the necessary means and

funds for the organization of cultural, sports and other

free-time activities.

Socialist emulation

Organization of socialist emulation, which is one of the

main methods of workers' participation in the management

of production and, in general, a vivid expression of their

concern about raising labour productivity, has been and

remains one of the main problems of the TUA.
The bourgeoisie and its advocates do everything in their

power to sanction the prejudice according to which private

initiative* and competition are the ideal «incentives» for the

development of society. But in reality things stand the other

way round.
Capitalist competition, which rests on the savage exploita-

tion of the workers, brings about, ruin and oppression for

most of them, and profit for and domination by a handful

of people. On this basis, it causes an ever increasing intensi-

fication of labour, aggravates exploitation, utilizes people's

talents for purposes of profit and speculation, encourages

individualism, egoism, misanthropy and hampers the introduc-

tion of scientific and technological innovations.
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Contrary to all this, socialist emulation, which replaces

capitalist competition and rests on the emancipation of work-
ers of capitalist exploitation, constantly stimulates and
develops bold thinking, free initiative, the spirit of creative
innovation, opens the road for the revolutionary drive
and movements of the masses, educates people by imbuing
them with a high sense of responsibility for the tasks they
are charged with, a critical attitude towards themselves,
conscious discipline, an unflinching spirit in front of dif-
ficulties, and it serves directly the masses.

Socialist emulation is an important mobilizing and trans-

forming motor force in the general process of the socialist

construction of the country, a revolutionary method for
developing and deepening the creative activity of the working
masses, for increasing production and imbuing the cadres
and masses with sound socialist concepts on work and com-
mon property.

Socialist emulation is an expression of socialist relations

of production and a product of the socialist system in which
work' becomes a ' question of honour, and man makes to

society a contribution proportionate to his capacities and is

remunerated by the latter according to the quantity and
quality of his work. As a component element of the socialist

relations of production, socialist emulation gives rise to a
broad socialist movement intended to raise the laggards up
to the level of the more advanced, to assist the advanced
to further progress and to swell their ranks. It strengthens
the sentiments of socialist collectivity among the workers
and reduces the sphere of influence of petty-bourgeois and
bourgeois individualism down to the point of. its total

disappearance; it develops the creative thinking and initiative

of the woking masses, increases the productivity of labour
and social production and creates greater possibilities for
the development of the economic potential of the country
and the raising of the standard of living of the working masses.

Socialist emulation in Albania is an expression of the
communist spirit in man's process of active work. As the
masters of the means of production and social production
itself, people in socialism are concerned about bringing the
society the maximum of utility with the minimum of expend-
iture of monetary means and materials, according to the
principle of ^quantity, rapidity, quality and economy .» Social-
ist emulation develops the consciousness of man, his orga-

10 - 117 A
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nizational and productive capacities, stimulates the laggards

and causes everything to develop and ^advance. Socialist

emulation is organized on the basis of advanced experience

and the best example, and leads to the generalization of

this experience and the Creation of a new, even more advanced

experience.
.

One of the primary conditions for the organization ot

socialist emulation is the effective illustration of the results

of work of a given collective or of the individuals that make

it up. These results are determined and illustrated with

great precision. They are popularized in various forms so

that every member of the collective is informed of the

results of work of each and compares his results to those of

the others. Discovery, elaboration and propagation of advanced

experience is one of the essential and always actual condi-

tions for the organization of socialist emulation. Great work

has been and continues to be done in. this field. For this

purpose, all-round propaganda work is carried out, which

helps raise production indices by making the workers acquaint-

ed with innovations in science and technology, new techno-

logical methods, and the best achievements of advanced work-

ers' collectives and individual workers.

Socialist emulation is a permanent method characteristic

of the people's state power for the construction of socialism

and the solution of problems jointly with the masses, a way

intended to promote the active participation of the workers

in the management of work, a powerful incentive for the

development of the creative thinking and initiative of the

workers, a field in which the masses make self-criticism,

control and rectify the activity of the party and the state

from below, a powerful ideological movement for the socialist

education of the working people.
_

Since the establishment of the people's power, socialist

emulation has been for the working masses a permanent

method of work. Immediately following the liberation of the

country and the establishment of the people's power, the

Albanian workers, driven by the spirit of socialist emulation,

set about working to heal the wounds caused by the

war against the occupiers and the local traitors. Blown up

bridges and burnt down houses were reconstructed, factories

and mines were recommissioned in record time. People started

the construction of new factories and workshops, railways,

roads, the draining of marshes, etc. From the ranks of the
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working classes emerged the first shock workers, and the

cooperative peasantry produced the first fighters for high

yields.

Socialist emulation developed even more in the successive

five-year periods, in the great battles for socialist industrializa-

tion, and the collectivization and modernization of agricul-

ture, with dozens of thousands of people displaying an in-

comparable heroism in building the new Hie.

At its present stage, socialist emulation comes out with

some new features. One of the peculiarities of socialist emula-
tion of the recent years is its development in the form of

mass initiatives, movements and actions which have made it

more dynamic, more combative and more concrete. Its centre

of gravity has been shifted to the base, that is, it has become
more lively at the level of the basic production unit, the briga-

de, workshop or enterprise, which gives it a more marked mass
character, because its value and effectiveness depend, first of

all, on its capacity to set the broad masses of workers and
cadres in movement, to make the laggards advance and encou-
rage the workers of middling capacity, who represent the

main force of production, to work ever better. In the context

of development of socialist emulation, economic factors are

ever better combined with moral and political elements, thus

enveloping all activities of people at work and outside work.

The general aim of socialist emulation is to increase production

in quantity and improve it in quality, raise work productivity

and lower production costs, strengthen proletarian discipline

at work and solidarity among workers, encourage the innovative

spirit to produce as many new articles as possible, to construct

new machines and production lines, new equipment and
workshops, protect socialist property, improve the training and
qualification of workers, etc.

The known principle of self-reliance has created a revolu-

tionary atmosphere of mobilization and innovation. This prin-

ciple represents the very foundation of socialist emulation, of

all revolutionary initiatives and mass movements and gives them
a militant transforming character which enables them to suc-

cessfully overcome the consequences of the imperialist and
revisionist blockade and the difficulties created by it for our

country.
Doubtlessly, the future will bring out new forms of so-

cialist emulation which will ensure an ever larger participa-

tion of the masses and ever greater results at work.
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The Labour Youth Union of Albania

The Albanian youth are organized in the Albanian Labour

Youth Union. This organization was founded on November

23, 1941 under the name of the Communist Youth, only some i

days after the founding of the Communist Party.

A letter of greeting addressed by Comrade Enver Hoxha

to the Central Committee of the Communist Youth on behalf

of the Provisional Central Committee of the Communist Party

of Albania in November 1941, among other things, reads :,
«The

Communist Party of Albania is confident that the Communist

Youth will be worthy of the trust our young Party' has placed

in it and will know how to carry out, in a revolutionary spirit,

the lofty task it has been charged with, ... in indestructible

unity of will and mind with the Party,, that it will be able to

organize and lead in a revolutionary way the oppressed Al-

banian youth towards a brilliant future, towards its emancipa-

tion of the mediaeval chains of fascist slavery, and a new lile

of progress, culture and joy.

»

Under the leadership of the Party, the youth organiza-

tion has played a very important role both in the war for the

liberation of the country and in the long and hard battle lor

the . construction of socialism. ^
The youth stood in the forefront of anti-fascist demon-

strations, they were the first to swell the ranks, of partisan

detachments. Of 70,00*0 partisan fighters, 50,000 were young

people, and among them 6,000 girls. Most of the martyrs were

young people, The heroic deeds of the young generation in

the course of the war remain immortal. The life and activity

of Qemal Stafa, Vojo Kushi, Mist© Mame, Margarita Tutulam,

Zonia Curre and many others now are part of the inestimable

fund of revolutionary traditions of the Albanian people.

The triumph of the revolution together with the achieve-

ment of liberty and independence have set free immense crea-

tive energies which lay dormant among the people and the

youth The Albanian youth saw boundless perspectives ot

work, creativeness and progress being opened before them.

Since the establishment of the people's power, the new

generation has made a valuable contribution to the work for

the building of socialism. Young workers today account for

more than 40 per cent of the working class, while in some

sectors and enterprises, they represent 75 per cent of the work
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force. The same can be said of the countryside, where young

men and women represent the most energetic and, at the

same time, the most numerous force among the cooperatives.

Aware of the fact that everything in this country, is done

to ensure them a happy future, the Albanian youth have

always responded with enthusiasm and revolutionary ardour

to the calls to contribute to the reconstruction of the country

and the construction of socialism. In 1946, more than 4,000

young people built the Road , of Youth through the rocks

of North Albania; more than 100,000 young volunteers worked

for the construction of the first railways of the country - Du-

rres-Tirana, Durres-Peqin, and Peqin-Elbasan. A little later

another 22,000 young volunteers were engaged in building the

Road of the Light and the first big hydro-power station

of the country — the ^Karl Marx» hydro-power station on

the Mat River. Thousands and thousands of VounS men and

women flocked to the. big building sites of the following five-

year plans, working on the construction of dozens of factories,

plants, , etc. Youth brigades, animated by revolutionary optim-

ism, climbed the mountains to open up new land. Within a

short period of time, 40,000 young people tempered them-

selves in this mass action. In 1967 and 1968, 85,000 young

people took part in the construction of the Rrogozhina-Fier

railroad and a new highway in .the mountains of North Al-

bania. Thousands of young men and women took part in the

construction of the Elbasan-Prrenjas-Guri i Kuq railroad which

passes through broken terrain and a narrow river gorge, with

original solutions of many technical problems, which would

have been difficult to achieve even in countries superior to

ours in technical means and skilled labour force. Millions of

cubic metres of rock and earth had to be shifted, dozens of

bridges and viaducts built and many kilometres of tunnels

pierced for the construction of this railroad. The Fier-Ballsh

and the Lac-Lezha railways are the work of the youth, too.

Thousands of young volunteers were engaged in such great

projects as the «Ligfrt of the Party» hydro-power station of

Fierza, the «Steel of the Party» metallurgical complex of

Elbasan, etc. -

In March 1974, considering the brilliant example ot hero-

ism and selflessness set by our young people in their succes-

sive actions for the extension of the rail network -of the

country, and in particular for the construction of the Elbasan-

Prrenjas-Guri i Kuq railroad,, the Presidium of the People's
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Assembly of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania award-
ed the organization of the Labour Youth Union of Albania

the title of Hero of Socialist. Labour. At present the mass

actions of the youth follow one another without interruption.

These actions of the youth have not only an economic im-

portance, but an educative, political and ideological importance

as well. In the course of these actions, mouldy concepts are

wiped out, the young generation is educated and armed with

the norms and qualities of communist morality. The actions

of the youth have been turned into real schools for their

revolutionary education and physical tempering.

In the course of these actions young people do not limit

themselves to carrying out manual work only, but they also

become good agitators who strive to transmit their knowledge

to their brothers and sisters. In the struggle against the old

and for the triumph of the new, they attack mouldy customs,

bury superstitions once and for good, do large-scale work for _
the clarification and. complete emancipation of the Albanian

•young women in order to transform them into a colosal force

for the construction of the new society all over the country.

Besides construction work, the young volunteers carry out all-

round political, cultural and sports activities as well as a mili-

tary training, which makes their life at these mass actions

ever more interesting and entertaining:

While responding with great readiness and in a spirit of

active mobilization to the calls to participate in mass actions

on a national scale, the Albanian youth do not neglect other

actions undertaken at their own working places, in agricultural

cooperatives, schools, combines, factories, mines, etc., either.

They represent a great force which increases yields in

agriculture and productivity in industry, improves the quality

of products and lowers production costs, spreads new methods

of work, fights for utilization of internal reserves, takes an

active part in the movement for discoveries and rationaliza-

tions. And everywhere the Albanian youth distinguish them-

selves by their revolutionary spirit.

The devotion of the Albanian youth to the Party and the

people's state power has its source in the fact that they 'have

ensured them all their rights and fulfil all their needs. Every-

thing .
achieved in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania

belongs to the new generation.

On the other hand, the Albanian youth, educated in the

Marxist-Leninist ideology, have clear perspectives ahead of
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them. They reject as alien to them all counter-revolutionary

ideological trends which lead to the moral degeneration of

the young, their corruption and bemusement, phenomena

which are common to all the capitalist and revisionist coun-.

tries of the world.

The Women's Union of Albania

The Anti-fascist Women's Union of Albania, today the

Women's Union of Albania, was born and tempered in the heat

of the National Liberation War, when under the leadership

of -the Party, the women of Albania rose in the struggle against

the nazi-fascist occupiers side by side their husbands, brothers

and children.

At that epoch, the Albanian people were faced with the

urgent task of fighting for their liberty. The Women's Union

of Albania, while having this supreme task foremost in its

program, also expressed the most ardent aspirations of women.

As a result, it grew rapidly and became a large and powerful

organization of the women's masses.

The first women's anti-fascist councils were set up im-

mediately after the 1st National Liberation Conference

which was held at Peza in September 1942, and to which the

women sent their delegates. It was the first time they were

represented to such 'historic meetings of national importance.

In April 1943 was formed in Tirana dhe Provisional Central

Council of the Anti-fascist Women's Union of Albania, which

started the publishing of its organ The Albanian Woman.

This organization took part in the historic Congress of Per-

met, held in May 1944, where women were also elected to

the 'first supreme organs of self-government of the country.

On November 4, 1944, on the eve of the liberation of the

country, the Albanian Anti-fascist Women's Union held its

first congress under the slogan «Fov the complete liberation

of the Homeland, for a free, democratic people's Albania^.

The Women's Union of " Albania is a democratic organiza-

tion which rallies the large women's masses in order to enable

them, under the leadership of the PLA, to carry on their

activity in all fields for the strengthening of the social and

state regime of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania.

It cultivates among the masses of Albanian women the

patriotism which has always characterized them, educates
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them in a spirit of solidarity with all the progressive women
of the world, in struggle against imperialism and modern'
revisionism, for the affirmation of the rights of woman and
child.

The Women's Union of Albania, concerned about the

active participation of women in the political, economic and
social life of the country, about making them resolute fighters

for the building of socialism in Albania, works incessantly for

their ideological, cultural and. professional education, tries to

eradicate from their consciousness all left-overs of fanaticism

and prejudices inherited from the regimes of the past, cul-

tivates in them the socialist attitude towards work and social

property, and strives to make them capable of leading the

diverse sectors of activity in the life of the country.

The Women's Union of Albania takes particular care of

the education of the young generation, assisting mothers to

rear physically healthy children, affectionate and cultivated,

dedicated to work, devoted to the country, to peace and friend-

ship among the peoples.

The Women's Union of Albania plays a first-rate role in

the struggle for the complete emancipation of the Albanian
woman.

Side by side with men
i

The three K's (Kinder— children, Kirche —• church, and
Kiiche — kitchen) are the three limits the German bourgeoisie

had set to the life of woman. Such limits to the free develop-
ment of the personality of woman exist in all capitalist coun-
tries and make her the slave of the home.

The lot of the Albanian woman before Liberation differed

from that of the woman of many other countries only in it

that it was even worse. Her existence was made even gloomier

by the combined effects of patriarchal domination, the feudal

yoke and capitalist exploitation to which the disastrous con-
sequences of five centuries of Ottoman rule were added.

Women were deprived of the right of expression, they
had no say in- family matters and even less in social affairs.

They lived secluded within the walls of their homes and, in

the regions where they worked, they came out only to serve

as beasts of burden. Women and girls were not consulted

even over questions they were most concerned about, such as >
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their betrothal or marriage. These matters, which had to do
with the laws of private property, were decided on the basis

of private interest. The sale of girls, covertly or overtly,

betrothals arranged between .parents at the most tender age

of those interested, and of course without asking for the

subsequent consent of the girls, were the general rule.

Neglected at home by their fathers, husbands and sons

and, outside by the whole society, women were reduced to

ignorant creatures, physically handicapped and morally de-

based. The law and the custom, the state and religion had
raised all sorts of barriers to keep them in a condition of

slavery.

In the course of dozens of centuries, the state and the

law, ethics and religion, philosophy and art have been used

by the exploiting classes to justify and perpetuate the enslave-

ment of woman. At all times, statesmen and thinkers, socio-

logists and theologians, moralists and writers — all those

influencing public opinion, have vied with each other in es-

suing the most humiliating judgements on woman and trying

to justify the domination and superiority of man over her.

Some of them base this alleged superiority of man on the

physiological peculiarities of the two sexes. «The natural

weakness of woman's . organism, >>- August Comte explained,

«is an eternal basis of inequality between the two sexes.»

Some others consider ^intellectual diversities» the source of

this supposed inferiority. Others still explain this state ,of

things with the history of development of science, philosophy

and art. Great scientists, philosophers and writers, they claim,

have always and everywhere been men, which according to

them would prove the eternal superiority of man over woman.
In fact, the more profound causes of the domination of

man over woman should be sought not in biological or psy-

chological factors but in social factors, not in the Holy Writ

but in the history of civilization.

At the dawn of human society, when man had just begun
to take his first steps, woman was a respected being, an
active member of the social fabric. The legends of the proud
amazons perhaps are an echo of this distant epoch in which
women's .work and thinking were held by the society in just

as high regard as man's, if not more. This was the epoch of

what was called the order of. matriarchy, a stage all the

peoples of the world have gone through.

Then, after human society
t
was divided into classes, one
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finds everywhere the woman fettered, oppressed and exploited,

relegated to a secondary role in the affairs of society as well

as family. «. . .Whether at the epoch of the Greek civiliza-

tion,- says Comrade Enver Hoxha, «or the Roman civilization,

in the Middle Ages or in the time of the Renaissance, or even

in modern times, in the refined contemporary bourgeois

civilization, woman is the most enslaved and oppressed of

human creatures, the most exploited and humiliated in all

ways.- It is clear that the social factor, the emergence of

private ownership, is the basis on which woman's enslave-

ment by man rests. «The abolition of maternal right,» Engels

pointed out, «was the greatest defeat of the female sex m
history. Man took the reins of power in his hands, and woman

lost her respected position even in her own home, to become

a servant, a slave of the whims of her husband, a simple

means of reproduction. This humiliating position of woman,

which appears in all its nakedness especially with the Greeks

of the heroic epoch and, even more markedly, of the classic

epoch, has been afterwards embellished with fine words and

if, at places, it appears in more softened form, it is not less.

real.-
.

The struggle for. the emancipation of woman m Albania

commenced as early as the first years of the National Libera-

tion War, when women took to arms and, side by side with

their brothers and husbands, fought for the liberation of the

country and their own emancipation. The liberation of the

country opened boundless perspectives to the Albanian women

in all fields of life. It enabled them to profit from all material

and' cultural values and enjoy, the same as men, all. the rights

and liberties of the citizens of a. socialist state.

After Liberation, the people's -state power abrogated the

old laws which sanctioned the discrimination against woman.

In the new legislation, woman is proclaimed the equal of

man: she enjoys the same rights in all fields — political,

economic, social, cultural, etc. -

But, as Lenin has pointed out more than once, ^equality

before the law does not yet mean equality in life-. In order

to achieve equality in life, for the emancipation of woman
to be carried out in the conditions of the dictatorship of the

proletariat, two conditions must be met: elimination, on the

one hand, of private property and capitalist exploitation and,

on the other, participation of woman in production. The at-

tainment of these objectives ' under the people's state power
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represents the greatest victory achieved by woman on the road
to her emancipation. With the suppression of private property,

it was made effectively possible for woman to enjoy all the

liberties and rights proclaimed and legally guaranteed by the

people's state power, which brought about a new conception of

family, unknown to the bourgeoisie, a union founded on
the purest sentiments and, at the same time, a relationship

of complete freedom between husband and wife and between
parents and children.

Abolition of private property and establishment of social

ownership of the means of production, with the new conditions

they created, favoured a large participation of women in pro-

duction, indeed, made it absolutely
.
necessary. As a result,

the number of women has increased in all the branches of the

economy without exception. In 1&80 they accounted for 46 per

cent of the total of workers as against 4 per cent in 1938. In

1980, 45 per cent of the working class were women and girls;

in the sector of agriculture they made up 52 per cent of the

members of agricultural cooperatives.

Exercising their right to work, the Albanian women take

an active part in the creation of material -and cultural values

in all sectors of the life of the country. They also work in

those branches of the economy which until then were con-

sidered as reserved only to men. Through the application of

advanced technology in several production processes, manual
work has been reduced considerably and the number of women
employed in the sectors of mechanized production and con-

struction has greatly increased. Likewise, in the countryside,

women participate not only in all farming activities, but also

in vhe mechanized sectors. This shows a radical transformation

in the consciousness of women, their awareness of the great'

political importance of their participation in work. In the

assignment to various jobs only one distinction is made be-

tween men and women: when a job may impair the health

of woman as a mother. The Albanian woman has exposed the

myth of Woman's incapacity of participating in social produc-

tion. Many women today have become brilliant examples of

work. The right to work /in all sectors has enabled woman to

occupy a position equal to man's in the economic, political

and social life of the country. The socialist construction is

a great school which sanctions the equality of the Albanian

woman and causes men to see in them their close comrades
and collaborators. Side by side with their menfolk, the Al-
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banian women build factories, plants, new villages and towns,

contribute to the advancement of production, science, tech-

nology and culture, thereby occupying the place belonging to

them in the society.

The participation of women in social work has gone hand

in hand with the raising of their level of education. In the

first years following the liberation of the country, their level

of education and professional skill was very low. About 94

per cent of them were illiterate and most of them had no skill

or profession.

Today 52. per cent of pupils and 50 per cent of students

are of the female sex. .

Thanks to these successes, women have become a great

force in the political life of the country. Today women make

up about 30 per cent of the party membership, and 33 to 46

per cent of those elected to the People's Assembly, the people's

councils, the Supreme Court and the mass organizations.

Along with the constantly increasing mass character of

the participation of women in the political .life of the country
• one notices, especially in the recent ' years, increasingly more

women in posts of responsabildty in various sectors of educa-

tion and culture. Reactionary concepts about the ^natural in-

capacity of woman», her ^inferiority^ have been smashed

everywhere today and public opinion is accustomed to consider

not only the participation of women in the political and so-

cial life, but also their leading work in important sectors,

as in the order of things.

With the creation of conditions of equality between

husband and wife in the family a great step forward was

taken for the emancipation of the Albanian woman. The right

to have their say on family matters has marked for thousands

of women a major transformation of their condition and

played an important political role by preparing them to avail

themselves of their rights and assume their responsibilities

as conscious socialist citizens, fully and actively participating

in social life.

The law on marriage and divorce, the Family Code were

issued in the first years of the people's power. All bourgeois

laws which curtailed . the rights of women were declared null

and void.

By virtue of the new, socialist law woman enjoys equal

rights with man in regard to family property, she can freely
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choose her profession and her residence; the union of the

consorts rests entirely on mutual understanding.

The two consorts exercise equal parental rights.

Civil marriage is the only recognized by law. _

Finally we must add that the Introduction to the Consti-

tution of the PSR of Albania reads that «In the unceasing

process qf the revolution, the Albanian woman won equality

in all fields, became a great social force and is advancing

towards her complete emancipation.» On the other hand,

Article 41 of the Constitution stresses:

«The woman enjoys equal rights with man in work, pay,

holidays, social security, education, in all social-political acti-

vity, as well as in the family.»



Chapter four

THE CLASS COMPOSITION OF SOCIETY

Prior to Liberation the Abanian society offered a picture
'

full of contrasts deriving from social inequality. On the one

hand, a handful of rich and all-powerful people led a life of

luxury, on the other the majority of the population lived in

poverty, deprived of the most elementary rights and con-

demned to" work for the rich all their life. At that time, the

ruling classes consisted of the feudal landowners, and the bour-

geoisie of town and country. The peasantry represented the

most numerous class; the working class was still young and

small in numbers.
After Liberation, private ownership of the means of pro-

duction, the main base of the division of the society into anta-

gonistic classes, was abolished and, along with it, the ex-

ploiting classes were also liquidated. As a result^ in the Peo-

ple's Socialist Republic of Albania a society without exploiters

and exploited was founded.

The Albanian socialist society is composed of two classes

of working people — the workers and the peasants, as well as

the stratum of the people's intelligentsia issued mainly from

these two classes. .

'

The working class

In the achievement of the strategic tasks of the socialist

revolution in Albania, at all the stages of its development, the

working class has affirmed itself as the essential motor force

of the revolution, the class which sets the tone to the whole

life of the country.

THE CLASS COMPOSITION OF SOCIETY lSfl

The Albanian working class, led by the Party of Labour

of Albania, has tempered itself in revolutionary battles. In

a highly militant spirit, although still small in numbers,, it

engaged in the National Liberation War and, after Liberation

in the struggle for the development of the revolution and

the construction of socialism. In the process of these battles,

it has radically transformed the country, built the economic

base of socialism, liquidated the exploiting classes and the

exploitation of man by man. It has transformed itself m the

process has not only increased in number but also and above

all tempered itself politically and ideologically, formed its

class consciousness and enhanced its role as the leading class

of the socialist society.
'

After Liberation, the Albanian working class has ceased

to exist as a class deprived of the means of production, sell-

ing ^

its labour and exploited by the capitalists. It has been

transformed into an entirely new class, which wields the

means of production jointly with the entire people and which

now is liberated of all exploitation. It has socialist state

property as its economic base. It is the vanguard class of

the society, the leading force of the development of the

latter. Hence it is to it that the leadership of the state

in Albania appertains. In alliance with the working pea-

santry, it plays an essential and decisive role in the so-

cialist transformation of the country, in the ceaseless develop-

ment of our socialist revolution.

In the present stage of the work for the complete con-

struction of the socialist society, when essential tasks remain

to be carried out, such as perfecting of the dictatorship of

the proletariat, complete construction of the material and tech-

nical base of socialism, elimination of all the blemishes of the

feudal and bourgeois society, and strengthening of the so-

cialist society, and of communist morality for the formation of

the new man of the socialist society, the working class, in

alliance with the cooperativist peasantry, plays a leading role,

it is the pillar of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The growth iand development of the working class in the

years of the people's state power, represents a great victory of

historic importance. From the exploited and oppressed class

comprising hardly 15,000 workers, most of them apprentices

and craftsmen in the artisan and commercial isector, it was

in the past, it (has incessantly increased and numbers some

hundreds of thousands in its ranks today. The working class
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has grown in number, which has profoundly modified the

social structure of the whole population. . .

The working class has been transformed both quantita-

tively and qualitatively. Today the overwhelming majority of

workers are educated, cultivated and politically tempered.

They have become specialists in advanced technology. At

present the dominant figure among the working class is the

worker with at least a medium education.

Through a comprehensive system of schools and courses,

the state is coping with the task of forming cadres of working

class extraction. Dozens of thousands of workers today attend

diverse categories of evening schools and higher institutes

destined for working people. Dozens of thousands of workers

have improved or are improving their technical and profes-

sional skills in qualification courses. A system of ideological

Marxist-Leninist education of the working class is working^

for some years now. A vast network of cultural institutions,

clubs, cinemas, libraries, etc has also been created to widen

the cultural horizon of workers.

The raising of the level of education and technical and

professional skills has stimulated the creative thinking of the

working class. As a result, hundreds of thousands of proposals

have, especially in the recent years, been made by the working

class for the rationalization of production, the improvement

of the socialist organization of work, the construction of ma-

chinery and equipment, the mechanization of more toilsome

operations, the production of new articles, the- setting up of

new production lines and workshops through a more rational

exploitation of the internal resources of enterprises, all of

which is aimed to prevent an excessive burdening of the

state budget, to strengthen the savings regime, etc. Thanks

to the persistent work of the working class, most of these

proposals have been applied and brought the national economy

considerable profit. The movement of innovators and rationa-

lizers, which today comprises dozens of thousands of workers

and specialists, has become a very important factor, which

has allowed to cut down on imports and increase exports, to

find appropriate solutions to many problems concerning pro-

duction, the management of the economy and the socialist

organization of work.

The numerical increase of the working class, the develop-

ment of its political activity and the upflit of its cultural

and technical level have strengthened the dictatorship of the
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proletariat, consolidated the leading role of the working class,
the monolithic alliance of the working class with the peas-
antry. -

'

The working class of Albania is the main force for the
development and deepening of the ideological and cultural
revolution; it has waged the class struggle in the correct,
Marxist-Leninist road, aimed, above all, against manifestations
of bureaucracy for deepening the line of the masses and pro-
moting the revolutionary class education of working people.
In the class struggle waged against all manifestations of a"
conservative or liberal character, against the influence of
bourgeois and revisionist ideologies, our working class has
stood in the forefront of this struggle, leads it and, by its

'

example, by encouraging and inspiring the other working peo-
ple of town and countryside, makes a major contribution
to it.

In the VPSR of Albania, the working class, the champion
of tih€f great ideals of socialism and communism, is the more
revolutionary and more progressive part of the society. It is
the main force, the backbone of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

The best representatives of the working class are elected
to the leading organs of the Party, of the state power and
mass organizations. Many managers and executives have come
from the ranks of the working class. The cadres of the Al-
banian People's Army are in their great majority sons of the
working class. Workers coming directly from production are
more and more being integrated into the organs of the state,

'

the economy, education,' culture, etc.

The working class has its say on all major ideological,
political, economic and social problems. It leads broad political
campaigns for electing the organs of the people's state power,
puts forth its candidatures, and gives its vote for its finest
sons and daughters. The directives of five-year plans are
always submitted to broad discussion by the working class.
With its proposals and suggestions, it takes a direct part in
the planning of the national economy.

The lofty mission devolving on the working class in the
construction of socialism and. communism and the role it plays
in this field impose on it the duty of exercising its control
over all the period of the dictatorship ' of the proletariat, a
period of ceaseless development of the class struggle in all
fields, on a national and international scale.

11 - 117 A
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Control by the working class

The control exercised by the working class is inseparable

from its leading role and the role of its Party in the entire

life of the country. Immediately following the establishment

of the people's state power, when it was still small in number
and had not yet attained the ideological and political level it has

today, the working class exercised its control and its leading

functions mainly through its Party and state, which, in the

final analysis, boiled down to a control by the. working class

itself, as this control was exercised on its behalf and in its

interest. But at the same time the working class also exercised

in various forms its direct control, which it has constantly

strengthened and improved.
Worker control has developed and strengthened in the

course of the successive stages of the socialist development

of the country. In the present conditions it is going through

a new development and rising to a higher level.

Direct control by the working class is a conscious activity

of the latter, a form of its participation in the solution of

problems of socialist construction, a vivid manifestation of

proletarian democracy in action, a weapon of the struggle

against bureaucracy and bourgeois and petty-bourgeois left-

overs in the -consciousness of people. It is a movement in

which the ideological influence of the working class makes
itself felt on the other strata of the working people, as well

as- a very effective form of education of the workers them-
selves in the class spirit.

Control by the working class is a permanent method
whereby the working class carries out its leading role in the

system of the dictatorship of the proletariat over the period

of construction of socialism and communism, and this control

will continue as long as manifestations of bureaucracy and
ideologies alien to socialism continue to exist. The main tar-

gets of the struggle of the working class are bureaucracy and
different left-overs of the old ideology in the 'consciousness of

people. Worker control is one of the surest means wielded
by the working class to keep the dictatorship of the proletariat

in its hands and to ensure the carrying out of the line and
program of its party. It is not a simple process of «<control»

but a component of the revolutionary ideology and practice, a
process of struggle for the application of the line of the Party,
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The struggle against bureaucracy, against conceptions and
actions alien and hostile to socialism, opposed ' to the vital

interests of the masses and socialism and weakening, no mat-
ter how slightly, the dictatorship of the proletariat, impose
on the working class the duty of exercising its control.

The revolutionization of the whole life of the country, as

Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, cannot be carried out without
the incessant enhancement of the leading role of the working
class, without its control being established and deepened
under all circumstances, everywhere and on everybody and
everything. This is a sure guarantee for the successful and
ceaseless development of the socialist revolution to bar the-

road to all possibility of revisionist and bourgeois degenera-
tion. Here, direct control by the working class is an objective
necessity.

The working class exercises its control in three main
forms: from above — in the form of control by the Party and
the state; from below — in the form of direct control by the

working class on the activity of administration, and parallel —
in the form of mutual control* as practised by the workers
and. other working people. These three forms serve the same
aimi. That is why they are not only in perfect unity between
them, but also intertwined, relying on and completing each
other. *

State control, which is exercised from above on the ac-

tivity of all and everybody, is in its essence control by the
working class for it is carried out by the organs of its dic-

tatorship, on its behalf and in its interest. All underestimation
of this control weakens in fact the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. Thus the working class itself in the PSR of Albania
not only demands that this control be strengthened and per-
fected, but also that it be given all possible assistance.

State .control in Albania is riot merely a function incum-
bent only opon the supervisors and inspectors specialized in

state economic and financial control. State 'control is exercised
by everybody occupying a post of responsibility in state and
economic organs within the limits of his competences, especial-

ly by people elected to these organs by the masses. Everyone
charged with the exercise of state control has also the duty'
to submit its own activity to the control by the working
class; so he controls but is at the same time controlled by
the working class, by the working roasses, as well as by the
superior state organs, or his direct superior.
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Party and state control is, in the final analysis, worker

control, but it can by no means replace direct control lldy- the

working class. Direct control by the working class means

direct participation of workers in the solution of political,

economic, cultural, social and other problems inside and out-

side the enterprise, in the whole life of the country. By means

of this control the working class makes its influence felt on

the people's intelligentsia, the .
cooperativist peasantry, the

youth, and the administrative apparatus for the elimination of

all the blemishes of the old society and the implantation of

the proletarian ideology and morality. Direct control by the

working class in air spheres of people's activity is absolutely

necessary for the preservation of the purity of the dictatorship

of the proletariat and its constant strengthening.

Today direct control by the working class has. a mass

character and is multi-form; it has been raised to a new, higher

degree. It has been transformed into a powerful movement

from below aimed at discovering ways and means for Hhe

working class to exercise its supervision, directly and every-

where, on everybody and everything. Worker control is on

constant ascent and being transformed from a narrow control

through groups and commissions into a larger and more mas-

sive control, going over from petty problems to more impor-

tant problems, from action within the enterprise to action

outside it, from the practice of simple campaigns to a more

systematic activity, from the mere establishment of facts to

more active action for resolving problems, [from a control

circumscribed within offices to public confrontations and

debate, from an action organized and inspired from above to

an action carried out on the initiative of the working class

itself.

Worker control is exercised in the first place within each

enterprise, on al its activity, from that of the director to

that of the less skilled worker. The workers work out the

plan of production, control its execution, promote the uninter-

rupted revolutionization of production. At trade^union meet-

ings the director of the enterprise renders account from time

to time .before the workers on various problems which have

to be solved for work to make progress. At the enterprise,

the worker is not a mere pair of hands, he is above all a

political man interested in the success of work, and not only

in questions of an economic order, but in all political, ideo-

logical, cultural and social problems; he is not interested in
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trifles, but in the fundamental problems of work; he does not

confine himself to detecting shortcomings and failures, but

sees to it that everything is remedied on time.

On the other hand, the working class does not limit its

activity within the walls of the enterprise. It does not consider

its role of . leadership and control as limited to problems of

production, which would mean sliding into economism, but

extends its operation to all spheres of- activity, giving priority

to politics. It sees, to it that works goes on well everywhere,

that its spirit prevails everywhere, that the whole life of the

country ' is pervaded by the Marxist-Leninist ideology, the

ideology of its Party. This is best achieved through the large-

scale participation of the workers in the activity of state

organs, political, social and cultural organizations, through

their active participation in broad popular discussions, con-

ferences, consultations, meetings, scientific sessions, literary

and artistic conventions, inquires, etc.

Thanks to its experience, the working class lends an im-

portant, effective and concrete support to the peasantry for

the organization of control from below. Hence, as the class

in power, it exercises its control on the countryside, too. This

control is a means of socialist education of the "cooperativist

peasantry, serving to strengthen the alliance of- the working

class with the working peasantry, to reduce tine essential

distinctions between the city and the countryside, to consoli-

date cooperativist democracy even more. This control is

exercised in a spirit of comradeship and with the broad par-

ticipation of the mass of cooperatives. Practice has produced

many forms of direct action and control by the working

class in the countryside. Let us mention, among others, the

contribution of the workers who halve their families or live

themselves in the countryside, the cooperation between work
and production centres, on the one hand, and agricultural

cooperatives, on the other, the sending of workers and cadres

to the countryside for a certain time, various mass actions

and campaigns, etc.

The working class plays an equally marjor role in the

field of education and culture. Worker control in this sector

assumes great importance for the education of the people's

intelligentsia, for the struggle against manifestations of intel-

lectualism, technocratism, place-seeking and mean ambition,

which are alien to the spirit of socialism, so that its creative

activity and work be pervaded by the ideology of the working
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class, the line of the (Party. But this ' control also serves to

make the cadres and the intelligentsia even more aware of the

fact that it is the working class that is in power in Albania,

that is the leading force in the system of the dictatorship

of the proletariat, to make them even more conscious of their

role and place in the service of the working class, of the cause

of socialism, and the revolution.

Direct control by the working «lass becomes the more
effective by the fact that the latter is becoming ever better

aware that the strengthening of the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat, the construction of socialism and communism, the

elimination of the danger of the emergence of revisionism

and restoration of capitalism depend, in the final analysis,

on the leading role it plays in the society.

One of the features of worker control is that it knows
no limits and is exercised over everybody and everything,

that it is therefore very comprehensive. All without exception
— cadres, organs, councils, administrations, commissions, or

workers, are subject to direct control by the working class

because nobody, whether a leading cadre, civil servant, en-

gineer, technician, squad leader, teacher, artist, worker, com-
munist, or other, is immune against bourgeois or petty-bour-

geois ileft-overs. So the idea that worker control is exercised

over everybody by the working class as a whole and not by.

some of its members alone, even over the workers themselves,

and that it proceeds from the ideology of the working class,

from its vital interests, is best expressed.

All these forms of action illustrate the great and de-

cisive vanguard role played by the working class in Albania.

Conscious of its historic mission, the working class tries to

raise its level of political and ideological formation ever higher,

to assimilate Marxism-Leninism, the decisions of the Party

and the teachings of Comrade lEnver Hoxha ever better, to

imbue itself with the class ideology ever more deeply, to raise

its revolutionary vigour and boldness. . «Ouv working class,»

says Comrade Enver Hoxha, «is in command and it has all

the means and all the possibilities to build a classless society,

to build socialism and communism. But to be able to carry

out these tasks, it must first temper itself, and then temper

the masses according to its example.^
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The cooperativist peasantry

Before Liberation the peasantry made up the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Albanian population. Certainly, it was
backward culturally but it preserved valuable revolutionary

traditions, which it had created during its ceaseless struggle

for freedom and land, against the oppression and exploitation

by the feudal landlords, the merchants, the money-lenders,

during its struggle against the former anti-popular regimes

and, above all, the foreign oppressors. Hence, it became
an essential source and the armed force of the National

Liberation War, the surest support of the working class

and the Communist Party of Albania, displaying a lofty

patriotism and heroism in the course of the struggle for

liberation. Only the rich peasantry and the village notables,

in the hope of preserving their privileges, linked themselves

with the traitor organizations of the bourgeoisie and landlords

and the foreign invaders, becoming their main support in

the countryside.

After Liberation, the peasantry, which until then had

been a class of dispersed small producers based on private

property, individual labour and primitive means of work,

a class exploited by the beys, aghas, kulaks, merchants and
money-lenders, transformed itself into an entirely new class.

The peasantry in Albania is free of exploitation, its work, and

resources rest on cooperativist social property, collective

labour and advanced means of work. In close alliance'

with the working class and under its leadership, the working

peasantry takes an active part in the .
governing of the

socialist state.

The establishment of the people's state power in Albania

has put- an end to the exploitation of the countryside by .-

the town, to the skinning of the peasantry by the exploiting

classes. The town, once the centre of exploitation of the

peasantry, has become today a centre of economic, political

and cultural assistance for the countryside. The powerful

assistance the town has given the peasantry to liquidate

the beys, aghas and kulaks, as well as the tractors and

other farming machines it has. systematically equipped the

agricultural cooperatives with, have strengthened the alliance

of the peasantry with the working class, its friendship with

it.
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Thanks to the socialist town, the countryside has been
provided with new and powerful (means. The' links of industry
with agriculture are feeing strengthened from day to day.
There is no trace of the former mistrust, indeed hostility the
countryside nurtured against the town. The interests of the
workers and peasants converge on one common goal — the
strengthening of the socialist regime and the construction of
socialism.

The new working conditions created in agricultural coo-
peratives, which are big socialist enterprises, have brought
about radical transformations in the countryside. The darkness
and ignorance Which reigned in the villages in the past were
dispelled' for good. Today all the peasant youth have at least

an eight-year education, with all young peasants having
finished middle or higher schools.

The completion of collectivization as well as the uninter-
rupted development and strengthening of the cooperativist
system have created new social and material conditions which
have, in turn, brought about the transformation of the cons-
ciousness of the peasantry. The feeling of collective property
and labour, that is the spirit of socialist collectivity, has
germinated and grown strong. The peasant, who formerly
pinned his hopes on his individual property and work, how
sees his future only in collective property and work. If at the
moment of the -setting up of the cooperative the peasant tried

to retain as much land as possible in his individual possession,

subsequently he reduced his individual plot to the minimum;
in the future, when he is fully convinced that common property
is capable of meeting all his needs, he will give it up alto-

gether of his own, free will. If, even yesterday, it dedicated
a good, part of his attention and effort to his own individual
plot, today he devotes himself entirely to common property.
The same process took place in regard to the livestock raised

by the cooperativists in their individual stables. The feeling,

of socialist collectivity is more and more pervading the cons-
ciousness of the cooperativists according to the principle «A11
for one, one for all». The revolutionary movement of the
cooperativists of the plains to assist their fellow cooperativists

in the remote mountain regions with cadres, and materials,

as well as the voluntary exchange of workers for several

months between the cooperatives of the North and those

of the South, were best evidence of this moral evolution. The
formation of new concepts is reflected in several fields of
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the everyday life and activity of the cooperativists, such
as education, culture, health service, way of life, social

problems, communal services, etc. The collectivization of

agriculture has created large possibilities for the participation

of woman in social production and paved the road for her
economic and social emancipation in. society and family.

In this way, an uninterrupted revolution goes on in the

consciousness of the Albanian peasants.

On the basis of the successes achieved, new tasks are

posed: that of the ever deeper revolutionization of production

and education, with the aim of reducing and then liquidating

altogether the essential distinctions between the town and the

countryside, between industry and agriculture, between the

working class and the peasantry, as well as inequalities in

the development of the cooperatives of the plains and those

of the mountains; that of deepening the ideological and cul-

tural revolution b^ promoting revolutionary movements,
developing internal democracy and implementing the line

of the masses, stepping up the struggle against backward
customs; religious beliefs, conservatism, bureaucracy, etc,

and stepping up the process of socialization of the domestic

economy.
The completion of electrification in 1971, which is ac-

compained with the spread of the radio and television to the

remotest villages, as well as the utilization of electric .appli-

ances in the process of production and in the domestic economy,
the further revolutionization of the school, the extension of

the road and telephone network to the remotest villages, etc.

have given a vigorous impulse to the improvement of the

material and socio-cultural life in the socialist countryside.

It is characteristic of the present situation in Albania that

'both the peasants of the plains and those of the mountains,
those who were the first to join the cooperatives and those

who did it later, are marching side by side on the same road.

Here must
v

be stressed the great advance made in this direc-

tion by the cooperatives of the remote mountain areas, where
the fight against the feeling

;

of private property and the

liquidation of the economic and socio-cultural backwardness
I* are relatively more rapid than in the other areas. This is

\ explained by the fact that collectivization in these areas has

I been realized in particular, and far more favourable, condi-

j tions.

I Thus the activity of the people's power, the assistance of



170 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

the town and the working class, the setting up of large social-

ist farms are constantly changing the face of our countryside

and the mentality of the cooperativist peasantry.

The unbreakable alliance of the working
class with the peasantry

The alliance of the working class with the peasantry is

a particular form of collaboration between the working class

and the peasantry, under the leadership of the working class,

an alliance forged in the National Liberation War and the

struggle for social emancipation and the construction of social-

ism and communism in Albania. It is' the foundation on which

the people's state power rests.

The alliance of the working class with the peasantry

is the supreme principle of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The fundamental interests of
.
the working class coincide fully

with those of the peasantry — both the one and the other

are interested in the disappearance of exploitation and the

construction of the socialist society. This is the foundation of

their alliance.

The leading role in this alliance belongs to the working

class. The working class, with its party and its ideology, is

in a position to lead the whole life of the country, is just

as interested as the peasantry in reducing the distinctions

between the town and the countryside, in establishing socialist

relations in the countryside and perfecting them further,

strengthening even more the fraternal friendship uniting these

two classes.

The establishment of a correct relationship between the .

respective roles of the working class and the labouring peas-

antry is a question of fundamental importance for the

triumph of the revolution . and socialism.

The measures taken by the people's power for the

development of the countryside have brought the peasantry

to consider the dictatorship of the proletariat its own state

power, because it is the first state power which has fulfilled

its aspirations and centuries-old dreams, which has given

it the land and liberty, has pulled it out of misery and

backwardness and guaranteed its rapid progress hi all fields,

on the road to socialism.
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To the aid given by the Working class and to its concern

for the overall development of the countryside, the cooperati-

vist peasantry has responded by mobilizing itself ever better

at work and constantly increasing agricultural and livestock

yields, thus ever better fulfilling the needs of the workers
and industry for these products.

This has had its effect on the ever increasing streng-

thening of the alliance of the peasantry with the working class

and the establishment of a powerful militant unity and a

community of interests between them. The total collectiviza-

tion of agriculture and the great work done for the strengthen-

ing of cooperatives, for the rapid development of agriculture

and the countryside in general, under the slogan ^Agriculture

is the concern of all», have given a new content to the

relations between the town and the countryside and raised

these relations to a higher degree. In these circumstances,

more favourable conditions have been created for the work^
ing class to give larger and more all-round assistance to

the countryside. The working class, not only through its state,

but also directly, as the leading class, is actively contribut-

ing to the solution of problems of a political, ideological,

economic and cultural order, proper of the socialist system

and regarding the countr'yside.

The movement to assist the countryside has taken many
'

forms. One of them is that of the workers going voluntarily

to the remotest, mountain regions in order to work and live

there With the peasants. With their example and their attitude

towards work they implant the proletarian ideology among
the peasants, combat petty-bourgeois, feudal, religious, and
patriarchal concepts, thus introducing a new style of work and
a new way of life into these relatively backward areas.

The strengthening of agricultural cooperatives, the expan-
sion of their production, the social and cultural development
of the countryside, the massive introduction of elements of

the urban way of life, like electric light, cinematography,
hearths of culture, shops, public services, small workshops,

etc. into ^he rural areas have greatly increased the need for

specialists in the countryside. In this direction too, the class

solidarity of the working class with the peasantry and its

assistance to the peasantry are very significant. Many coope-

rativists have been welcome guests to thousands of workers

of the town, where they have stayed two or three months
to learn -the skills of electricians, tailors, turners, joiners, etc.
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The actions of the working class to come to the assistance

of agricultural cooperatives during major seasonal campaigns
have, in particular, a marked mass character. Dozens of.

thousands of town workers go to agricultural cooperatives
' and, side by side with the cooperativists, worjt in the fields —
reaping, threshing, as. well as opening up*new land, building

irrigation systems, etc. while their comrades, who have
remained in the factories or offices, charge themselves to

complete their tasks..

The scope of activity of the working class in the coun-
tryside is very broad. A broad ideological struggle is waged
there against individualism to strengthen collective property,

to create a socialist revolutionary attitude towards work. An
active struggle is also waged against left-overs of vain beliefs

and backward customs to inculcate and consolidate the Marx-
ist-Leninist worid outlook, to bring about the adoption of new

• socialist habits conforming to. our time, to ensure the complete

emancipation of woman, etc. Going to the countryside, the

workers take an active part in the ideological struggle
.

through

the revolutionary example, vigour, initiative, spirit, and hero-

ism of their class and its lofty moral qualities. <

All these forms of action have still more strengthened

the alliance of the working class with the cooperativist pea-

santry, thus consolidating the political base of the people's

state power.

The alliance of. the working class with the peasantry is

sanctioned in the new Constitution of the PSR of Albania.

The introduction to this Constitution reads : «In socialist Al-

bania, the working class is the leading class of the state and
the society. New relations of mutual assistance and coopera-

tion have been established between the two friendly classes

of . our society — the working class and the cooperativist peas-

antry, as well as the stratum of the people's intelligentsia.

»

Article 2 of the Constitution reads:

«The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is a state of

the dictatorship of the proletariat, which expresses and de-

fends the, interests of all the working people.

«The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is based on
the unity of the people round the Party of Labour of Albania
and it has 'as its foundation the alliance of the working class

with the cooperativist peasantry under the leadership of the

working class.»
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The people's intelligentsia

The intelligentsia in Albania does not constitute a class

apart. In fact, most of it is derived directly from the working

class and the labouring peasantry and does not occupy a

place apart in social production. Before Liberation, most of

the few existing intellectuals were in the service of the

ruling classes to help them enrich themselves and strengthen

their hold over the state. And this could not be otherwise,

as the overwhelming majority of the intellectuals came from

the ruling classes of the country.

The people's revolution divided the intelligentsia into

two camps: a number of intellectuals lined themselves up

with the foreign occupiers and the local traitors, but their

overwhelming majority joined the working people in their

difficult struggle for the liberation of the country, and then

for the construction of socialism.

However, this part of the former intelligentsia which,

chose the road of the revolution was very small numerically.

For the tasks oi the building of the country to be carried out,

a new people's intelligentsia, an army of scientists, engineers,

chemists, teachers, writers, artists, etc. had to be created. And
it was precisely this intelligentsia that the working class and

the cooperativist peasantry produced from their ranks; it was

educated b'y the Party in a revolutionary spirit and it never

ceased to make its contribution to the cause of the construc-

tion of the new society.

The revolutionary intelligentsia does not know of exploita-

tion, it serves the working people, the cause of socialism,

and all the possibilities have been created for it to apply its

knowledge profitably.

The people's state power has given primary importance

to the formation of cadres. In 1939 Albania had only 380

cadres of higher training and about 2,000 cadres of medium
training, of which 1,600 teachers, while today there are 47,500

cadres of higher and 131,500 cadres of medium and professional

training, and higher training come out of the Albanian uni-

versities each year. • Our institutes of higher education train

cadres of different branches, according to the needs of the

country.

The intelligentsia has alwa'ys been the object of high

appreciation, in Albania. It plays an important, role in the
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successful development of the process of the complete con-

struction of socialist society. Without its participation, this

process cannot be carried forward successfully. Its world out-

look, its objectives and its interests determine its links with
the working class and the labouring peasantry.

Still, if the people's intelligentsia is the intelligentsia of

a socialist society, it is not immune against the influences

of the bourgeois ideology.. These influences threaten to engen-
der intellectualist concepts and stands, which may be expres-
sed in the tendency of the intellectual to folate himself from
the masses, to separate theory from practice, from life, from
the problems of the -construction of socialism, to overlook the

role and experience of the masses, to overestimate the role

of intellectual- work and those who devote themselves to it, and
to look down on manual work and those engaged in it. Thus
in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, particular at-

tention is devoted to the education and moulding of the peo-
ple's intelligentsia.

In the crucible of work

One of the more important aspects of the socialist rela-

tions of production is the establishment of a correct relation-

ship between leaders and mases in all the fields of life and
activity.

Historical experience and everyda'y practice have clearly
demonstrated that in the capitalist society the existence of
contradiotions between the working masses, on the one hand,
and the leading cadres, on the other, is inevitable; but this

contradiction exists in the socialist society as well. But while
in the capitalist society this contradiction assumes an anta-
gonistic character, it is a contradiction in the ranks of the
people, for the cadres serve the interests of the working
masses, and the relationship between cadres and masses is

built on the basis of friendly and fraternal collaboration and
not on the basis of exploitation, as in the capitalist society.

It must be stressed, however, that even in the socialist order,
if the contradiction between the cadres and the masses is not
resolved on the correct road, it transforms itself ineluctably
from a non-antagonistic contradiction in the ranks of the
people into an antagonistic, hostile, irreductible contradiction,

and the cadres begin to oppose themselves to the masses, to
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oppose themselves to their interests, turning gradually into

exploiters of the latter, and thereby the socialist relations of

production are turned into relations between exploiters and
exploited, in other words, into capitalist relations. This is

what is occurring in the revisionist countries today.

A whole number of measures has been taken in "order

to prevent the bureaucratization of the intelligentsia. Such
are, among others, rotation of cadres from leading posts to

the base, . and from administration -to production, and vice-

versa, promotion of many production workers, especially

elements from the working class, to leading organs, lowering

of higher wages and harmonization of the standard of living

of the cadres with that of the masses, deepening of the line

of the masses in the distribution of cadres, strengthening of

the Marxist-Leninist ideo-political education of the cadres and
the struggle against manifestations of technocratism, etc.

Meanwhile, the main measure which prevents the cadres from
isolating themselves from the masses, from counter-posing

themselves to them, from transforming themselves from , the

servants of the people, as they should be, into their rulers,

consists in their direct participation in production work.

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, regular

participation, to a determined degree, in direct production

work of all the cadres of the administration, of the state ap-

paratus and organs^ the economy, the Party, and social orga-

nizations, of the army, state enterprises and agricultural co-

operatives, and the intelligentsia, with the exception of those

aged or impaired by their state of health or physically dis-

abled, has been raised to a norm of social life. When doing

physical work, the brigade or section leader, the engineer '
or

director, the accountant or the manager, whoever they may
be, work side by side with the workers, and do not distinguish

themselves from them.
A number of important initiatives have been taken in

this direction by the cadres and the intelligentsia. They have
met with broad support all over the country and have been
transformed into a powerful revolutionary mass movement.

«These commendable initiatives,» says Comrade
Enver Hoxha, ^proceed from a high ideological and political

/ awareness, because those who take them up and carry them
out merge with the masses, reduce the. gap between mental
and manual work. . . These, initiatives revolutionize even more
concepts on leading work, establish norms of a profound
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mental labour.

Chapter five

FEATURES OF A NEW ETHIC

There are phenomena which cannot be calculated or ex^

pressed in figures. The features of the. new ethic established

in Albania are precisely among those phenomena.
In the past there were many kinds of ethics — feudal, pa-

triarchal and bourgeois, coexisting in the country. Sanctioned

by the religious ideology, they were widespread and had

struck deep roots among the verious strata of the working

people. They engendered retrogressive and reactionary con-

cepts, traditions and customs, conservative and patriarchal

norms of life. Their impact was such that even today, when
the socio-economic base which gave them birth and fostered

them has been overturned, they are still active and now and

then make themselves felt in the life of the working masses.

But in spite of all this and at the same time with the crea-

tion of a new, socialist world, a new man imbued with a high

revolutionary spirit and ready to accomplish heroic feats, and

make any sacrifice for the Homeland and socialism, has been

formed. The main characteristics of our new man are his

spirit of collectivity, his socialist patriotism and international-

ism, his new attitude towards- work and. socialist property.

The creation of the collective spirit is one of the major
achievements of our people's revolution.

At a time when in a world based on savage competition

and fierce struggle for existence, all means of enrichment are

permissible and the principles) «Homo homini lupus» and
•"Everybody for himself* reigd supreme, the principles pre-

vailing in /the socialist order are totally different. Thus in

Albania the well-being of each depends on the well-being of

12 - 117 A
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all the interests of all are placed on the same plane, relations

of 'friendly mutual aid and comradely collaboration are every-

day phenomena. In their mutual relations people act according

to the motto «One for all, and all for one>

The collective spirit underlies the militant unity ot people

animated by the same ideals and tending to
.
the same goal

But the higher the goal the more powerful unity and the

militant spirit become. The goal of the socialist society m
the PSR of Albania is the construction of socialism, and tnen

communism. This lofty goal unites the Albanians to a man,

"^f^en^man in the People's Socialist Republic

of Albania rests on his links with the collective Outside the

socialist society there exists no happiness for the individual

On November 30, 1967 a powerful earthquake struck the

districts of Dibra and Librazhd. About 3,500 houses were com-

pletely destroyed or made uninhabitable, 41 schools and many

social and cultural buildings were gravely damaged. In total,

5,865 buildings were destroyed or damaged.
.

But the Party and the Government stood by the side ot

the earthquake victims right at the first moment; the whole

Albanian people responded to the call with the high sentiment

of patriotism and revolutionary solidarity which always icha-

racterizes them. The Party and Government decided that all

the buildings destroyed or damaged by the

be rebuilt or repaired before the end of December 1967, that

fs in one month; and that all expenditure for this work would

be met by the state. As well as this, the state gave immediate

matoiallid to the more gravely affected families. ^san4s
of workers and specialists from all the regions of Albania

formed brigades of volunteers and went to the quake-stncken

regions to give them their fraternal aid. As a result Dif-

ficulties were overcome and the workers of those districts

continued, together with the rest of our people, their struggle

for the building of socialism.

The leaders of- the Party and the state, Comrades

Enver Hoxha, First Secretary of the Central Committee of the

Party of Labour, Haxhi Lleshi, President of tiie Presidium

of the People's Assembly, and other leaders of the Party

anoT state went to the spot to express then- sympathy with

the victims and .discuss the measures to be taken by the

organs of the peoples' power.

Struggling against the bitter cold and the deep snow, the
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brave and patriotic population of the Dibra and Librazhd

regions, supported by thousands of volunteers who had come

from all the corners of the country, worked with heroism and

rebuilt or repaired their homes ahead of the schedule set by

government decision. '

If the earthquake wrecked the buildings, it
:

could do

nothing to the great heart of our man moulded by the Party.

Life -in socialist Albania is such that, like a huge family, all

feel each other's joys and sorrows. The whole of Albania rose

to the assistance of the quake-stricken areas. More than 19,400

people, of whom 5,293 specialists, took part in reconstruction

work, doing a total of 388,500 working days. About 3,200,000

bricks, 1,190,000 tiles, 36,000 square metres of tarred card-

board, 24,000 square metres of pressed fibre plates, 16,000

square metres of asbestos-cement plates, 24,000 square metres

of plates of compressed wood shavings, 3,500 square metres

of agglomerated panels, 9,400 square metres of glass sheets,

95 tons of nails, 1,530 tons of limestone, 925 tons of cement,

thousands of cubic metres of wood, 3,640 window and door

frames, 6,070 concrete beams, 800 iron clamps, 65 pre-fa-

bricated houses, 10,000 square metres of plastic sheets, as

well as 1,300 vehicles, 42 tractors were dispatched to the

quake-ravaged areas.

Two years later, in April 1969, the same calamity struck

the districts of Fier, Tepelena, Vlora, Berat, Skrapar and

Permet. There, too, the damage was considerable. Once again,

all rose to the assistance of the earthquake victims. The same

as in November 1967, thousands of volunteers rushed

from all the corners of the country to these districts to work

there side by side with their brothers and sisters, victims of

the disaster, and eliminate the consequences of the earthquake

as soon as possible. Thousands of others decided of their free

will to produce the materials necessary for the reconstruction

of the affected areas. The same solidarity and heroism were

displayed after the earthquake which struck a region of the

Saranda district in December 1975.
.

In April 1979 an eight point-strong earthquake struck

the northern districts of the PSR of Albania, resulting in great

loss of life and disastrous material damage. By decision of

the CC of the PLA and the Council of Ministers of the PSR
of Albania immediate measures were taken to eliminate the

consequences of this calamity within November 1, 1979.

However, within the space of 5 months 14,522 houses and
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economic and socio-cultural objects were repaired; another

2,441 houses and flats as well as 165 economic and socio-cul-

tural objects were built anew; 47 kilometres of power lines

and 44 kilometres of water pipes were reconstructed. A volume

of building work worth 150 million leks was carried out and

all the earthquake victims - about 100,000 people, moved

into new or repaired houses, with all expenditure being de-

frayed by the state. The new" dwellings were handed over

to the earthquake victims as their personal property. All this

great and expensive work was carried out with our own forces

and means, without asking other countries for help.

In this case, too, the principle of voluntariness, a feature

characteristic of communist work which has by now become

traditional in our socialist Albania, expressed itself with great

force. No sooner had the Party issued its call than everybody

rose to his feet and rushed to the assistance of the quake-

ravaged areas, so much so that the Government and the Cen-

tral Commission for the elimination of the consequences of

the earthquake had to lay down strict norms and rules for

the volunteers who were leaving from all over the country

for the affected areas, otherwise the whole of Albania would

have assembled there. There were ten times more applications

to go to the Shkodra and Lezha districts than it was neces-

The militant spirit of collectivity does not manifest itself

only in difficult days. It is a permanent phenomenon of

Albanian life. In 1967, the cooperativists of the Myzeqe plain,

who have reached a relatively high level of production,

decided to assist the remote mountain regions by sending to

them a number of heifers and sheep and goats.

The initiative of the cooperativists of the Myzeqe plain

found an immediate response among all the cooperativists of

the country. It spread with lightening speed from the south

/to the north of the country. This is another major patriotic

action which iHlustirates the great principle, «One for all and

all for one*.
, . , ,

For the Albanian people there are no higher mterests

than those of the whole society, x>i the whole people. In

socialist Albania the concept «my life, my well-being* is more

and more being pushed aside by the concept «our life, our

well-being*. The ceaseless struggle to eliminate discrepancies

in the life of the country is taking a concrete shape in all

fields. Love and true friendship of citizens, close links between
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villages and towns, between the plains and the mountains,

between North and South — these are the results achieved

thanks to the steel unity of the Albanian people around their

Party.
Another important link in the chain of initiatives which

prove the vitality of the socialist collective spirit are the

mass actions converged on one target which were started on

December 14, 1969. That day 12,000 working people of the

Dibra district set about work on a long line to dig a 17 kilo-

metre-long irrigation canal. About 42,000 cubic metres of

earth were shifted and the canal was completed in 8 hours.

In this action participated peasants and townspeople,

men and women of all ages and professions, united by one

common goal: the rapid development of agriculture which
in Albania is the concern of the whole people.

The mass action of the Dibra district served as an

example for the entire country. In hundreds and thousands,

the workers of Tirana, Durres, Gjirokastra, Puka, Kukes, Be-

rat, Vlora, of the whole Albania, followed suit by organizing

similar actions, and even on a larger scale, with more mas-
sive participations and with tighter schedules. The strength

of hundreds of thousands of joined hands has made itself

felt in all the corners of the country, it has criss-crossed it

with canals of dozens of kilometres, has covered it with mil-

lions of fruit trees, with terraces which rise in tiers on all

the hills of the Albanian coast. Everyday and every hour the

map of Albania is changed by the skilful hands of its people.

In many areas of the country winter months are utilized

for intensive work in opening up new land. Large numbers
of workers are engaged in planting fruit trees. The press has

frequent reports about vast areas planted to olives, orange,

pear and apple trees.

Mass actions converged on one target, which are intended

to resolve diverse problems of the economic and cultural

development of the country, have spread to all villages and
work sites. The spark kindled in the Dibra district has been
transformed into a huge revolutionary flame which has set

the entire country ablaze.

The new man in Albania is being moulded according to

the lofty principles of socialist humanism. Humanism, of

course, is a term which was also used in the past, but in

Albania true humanism, socialist humanism, was born at the

same time as the Party. It displayed itself in the course of
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the partisan struggle, of the war for liberty, and grew strong-

er and stronger hand In hand with the growth of the Repu-

blic, of the new man. And this humanism, as Comrade

Enver Hoxha teaches us, «. . . is becoming a mass phenomenon

with each passing day. The ardent love of man for the work-

ing man is the essential characteristic of our socialist society.

All that is done in our country through common social work

has one noble goal - the defence of the Homeland, of the

liberty of the people, the well-being of man, his happiness and

moral beauty.» ,
.

There are imany examples of this humanism. Such is,

among others, the noble action of 40 workers of different

ages of the MTS of the Tirana district. Gene Osmani, a boy

of 16 years, worked as an apprentice at the MTS of Tirana.

He had. more than half of his body burnt in an accident.

His life was in danger. His comrades were quick to give him

first aid and carry (him to the hospital. An operation of

plastic surgery was needed. No sooner had his comrades been

informed of it than they came together and decided to donate

patches of their skin to save the boy's life. This was a clear,

typical manifestation of socialist solidarity, of the spirit of

sacrifice and self-denial of the Albanian man. These senti-

ments have not developed by chance. In the struggle for the

" strengthening of the Homeland, in the years when ceaseless

difficulties had to be surmounted, the people of our country

have developed an ardent love for one another, for the Home-

land and liberty, sentiments winch are indivisible components

of communist morality. These powerful sentiments prompt

our people to lofty examples of socialist humanism at all

times and in all situations.

The lofty humanism of the workers of the MTS of Ti-

rana became a source of inspiration for the working masses

of the capital. It was accompanied by acts of the same kind -

mass blood donations for the needs of health institutions. The

trade-union organization of the state zooteehnical enterprise

was the first to take this initiative. The same readiness was

displayed by hundreds of workers of other enterprises, in

particular the Ali Kelmendi food-processing combine, the

state fur-making enterprise, the MTS, the maternity home,

etc. Thus an act of socialist humanism is followed by others,

and from individual persons this humanism spreads and

envelops the large masses. Their aim is to assist their com-

rades in need, those who want to participate, in the struggle
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for the building of the new life. And our people have always

been unsparing with their assistance to their comrades, even

at the cost of their lives. This is what occurred, to mention

only one case, with the eleven heroes of socialist labour of

Batra. In a raging snowstorm they met their death looking

for a lost comrade.
All those are examples which prove that the lofty feeling

of socialist humanism is widespread among the masses of our

people.

The new man in the PSR of Albania places general in-

terest above everything. . ,

This is one of the essential guarantees for the march of

Albania towards socialism and communism,
'

In the socialist system, there are three kinds of interests:

general interest, collective or group interest, and personal

interest. In the Albanian society these interests are dialectical-

ly inter-connected. General interest comprises both collective

and personal interest and is the basis on which they develop.

Socialism does not negate personal interest, its existence is

an objective phenomenon. But the important is that fulfil-

ment of this interest should not be in opposition to general

interest. In Albania, exploitation of man by man and,

along with it the basis on which it rests, have been abolished,

and there is no objective reason for personal interest to be

opposed to general interest. So the premises have been created

for a correct harmonization and combination of general in-

terest with individual interest. This is also reflected in an

economic policy which is aimed at a just sharing of social

production, a just distribution and redistribution of the na-

tional income. -

The .
harmonization of these different kinds of interests

and the resolution of the contradictions opposing them to

each other is always done on the basis of the priority of

general interest over collective or personal interest, of the sub-

ordination 'of personal interest to general interest. This is

a principle emanating from the very nature of socialism and

characterizing the entire life of the country.- Application of

this principle enables a more correct combination of personal

interest with general interest, of immediate interest with long-

term interest in order to ensure a constant improvement of

the well-being of the working people.
m

.

In the present stage, the Party of Labour of Albania nas

stepped up the struggle in this direction, by combining the
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ideological education of the masses with their practical revolu-

tionary activity.

The relationship between these different types of interests

in the socialist order also determines the relationship between

material and moral incentives. Material incentives for the

working people represent a form of action to promote produc-

tion, to distribute the objects of consumption according to

the work done by each and to make the improvement of the

well-being dependent on the labour of the working people:

At the same time, they are used as an important means for

the education of the masses with a socialist attitude towards

work, for their active mobilization in the construction of the

socialist society.

Incentives of a new type, moral incentives, also appear

in the socialist society. The moral incentive prompts the

workers to toil in the interest of the society, to constantly

develop their thought, their energies and their creative talent

for the good of the people. In socialist Albania, the workers

and peasants work and produce for themselves, for their own
and their children's happiness, as well as the prosperity of

the entire society. So it is their consciousness, first of all,

that prompts them to fulfil their tasks. That is why moral

incentives occupy first place*, go before material incentives.

Evidence of this are the many examples of heroism at

work, the vigorous development of the movement for inven-

tions and rationalizations, the initiatives of the workers to

renounce many additional remunerations. Of more than a

hundred forms of material incentives formerly practised, only

a very small number has remained, and this great reduction

is due to the initiative of the workers themselves. At the

same time, it must he stressed that, despite this reduction,

inventions and rationalizations have proliferated, which shows

that in our socialist society moral incentives . are stronger

than material incentives.

The moral incentive is a factor which strengthens the

features of communist morality among the workers, without

which the socialist society cannot advance.

The priority given to" moral incentives over material

incentives does not exclude the latter. On the contrary, they

are combined with each other. Parallel with moral incentives,

material incentives, in other words, remunerations according

to Quantity and quality of work done, are also perfected. In

the present stage, this perfecting of material incentives is
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intended to link them better with the quality of work, com-
bining them with the raising of the consciousness of the

workers and their socialist attitude towards work.
Every man loves his country. But the man of socialist

Albania has a much larger conception of the Homeland. To
him Albania is not only the country where he and his fore-

fathers have been born, but also the land of socialism, where
the workers have seen their dreams of free work, equality

and social justice, realized.

The main feature of socialist patriotism is its active cha-

racter. The love of country prompts the Albanian people to

produce new creative works, to perform acts of ever higher

patriotism. Patriotism is a source of mass heroism.

With the birth of the Communist Party of Albania the

heroism of the people, which is fostered by their sentiment

of patriotism, has assumed a new character. In this period

one has seen the emergence of a patriotism inspired by new
ideals, of a profound social content.

The heroic patriotism of the masses has continued after

Liberation, iri the battles for the reconstruction of the country
and the construction of socialism. Struggling through furious

storms, coping with complicated and difficult situations, under
the leadership of their tested guide, the Party of Labour of

Albania, the Albanian people have displayed a heroism which
has enabled them to score brilliant victories in the course

of the recent decades.

In the struggle for the construction of socialism, the

heroism of the masses has become ever broader and deeper,

as emanating from the very nature of the economic and social

system under which- the people are in power, under which
they are the masters of their destinies and lead and direct

the whole life of the country.

Patriotism is closely linked with revolutionary vigilance.

With exemplary readiness, firmness and military discipline,

with a high sense of the sacred duty devolving upon them
for the defence of the Homeland and the victories o£.social-

ism, an essential not only political but also . moral duty, the

Albanian people are taking all the necessary measures to

strengthen their combat readiness in order that even the
most perfidious enemy cannot take them unawares.

The revolutionary vigilance of our people manifests itself

in their readiness to defend national independence, in their

struggle to expose the class enemy, in their intransigence
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towards manifestations of the bourgeois and revisionist ide-

ology and left-overs of the past, in their stand towards any
violation of socialist legality and moral norms.

The loyalty of our people to the cause of the Homeland,

the cause of the revolution and socialism is closely inter-

connected. The loyalty to Marxism-Leninism, to the noble

ideals of communism, one of the primary requirements of

communist morality, is apparent in all the activities of the

Albanian people.

Socialist patriotism is intimately linked with internatio-

nalism. Conceptions of bourgeois nationalism, revisionism, etc.

are alien to our new man. He respects all the progressive

working people of other countries and is in solidarity with

them. One of the essential characteristics of communist mo-
rality is, among other things, the attitude towards work.

Under the socialist system, work is the fundamental measure

of man's worth. Neither riches nor origin determine
^
the

position of man in our society. This position is determined

by the work he does.

The shock workers of five-year plans, the heroes of so-

cialist labour, the laureates of national prizes are the most

respected figures of the Albanian society.

Socialism and work are indivisible.

Conscience at work is one of the main features of our

new man. It is at work that the consciousness and moral unity

of our people are tempered. Our people are guided by the

noble aim of raising the standard of living of the society as

a whole. Socialist emulation has as its first motto : to assist

the laggards, to reach the advanced, and it stimulates the

general increase of production,

The advanced- worker is not content with overfulfilling

production norms himself, but is also interested in the way
his comrades, other sections, other enterprises, etc., do their

work.
Every worker has an interest in the widest possible ap-

plication of recent technical innovations. Without exchange
of advanced experience, without propagation of the successes

of modern technology, no progress is possible.

The socialist state holds in high esteem the advanced
workers, honours and respects all those who do not spare

their efforts for the construction of the new Albania.

The Albanian workers see the meaning of their life in

the utility of their work to the society, to socialism, in the
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value their work and creative activity have for the people,
for the socialist homeland, for the prosperity of Albania. This
lofty goal cannot be achieved without courageous struggle.

Many and significant examples illustrate this.

In October 1967, a brave girl of the Northern mountains,
Shkurte 'Pal Vata, fell carrying out her task in the brigades

of voluntary work for the construction of the Rrogozhina-
Fier railroad. This is what the father of Shkurte wrote to

Comrade Enver Hoxha on the day when the dead body of his

daughter was brought to him: «Here we have held council

again among us. Shkurte was with us. And we have decided
to follow in her footsteps. Her place in the railway construc-
tion site is vacant, I, Pal Vata, her father, and Katrina, her
cousin, are going to occupy it. I regret,. Comrade Enver, that

my sons are still too young to accompany me. But when they
grow up, rest assured that, just as Shkurte, they will be the
first to respond to the call of the Party, at all times and in all

places.»

This heroic act aroused an unexampled revolutionary drive

all over the country. Dozens of thousands of young men and
women from the mountains and the plains, from the cities

and villages, peasants with only primary school certificates,

engineers, economists, young artists or constructors of pre-
cision instruments, even pensioners expressed their desire to

take the place of the girl. New brigades of volunteers set

out towards the railway building site. But not everyone who
wished could get there, the work front being too narrow
compared to the great number of volunteers. So what had
to be done? People said to themselves: «Everyone should
multiply his efforts on his own front of work in honour of
Shkurte, to pay tribute: to her deed, to fulfil her last will,

to honour her memory.

»

Here is another example of the new attitude of our
people towards work. As a result of an accident, Nuredin
Hoxha, a young man of hardly 18 years of age, had both
his legs amputated. However, the misfortune matured him,
gave him the judgement of a fully grown-up man. «What
can I do?» he asked himself. He answered: «Fov the time
being I can breathe, eat, drink. . . Is this enough for a human
being? Man must necessarily have something to look forward
to, otherwise life would be meaningless for him !» This mono-
logue could either plunge him into despair or, on the contrary,
urge him to try a fresh start in life. Nuredin chose the
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second road. For one whole month he trained on his arti-

ficial limbs on the rocky river-bed of Zaranika, near his

native town of Elbasan, and did not rest until he learned how
to walk. Then, on one fine morning he went to the pensions
office, handed over his invalid certificate and curtly said:

«X do not want to be considered an invalid. . . I want to

work !»

He was offered to run a little cigarette shop, as well as

other jobs generally assigned to invalids, but he chose to

work in such a place as to be linked with the everyday strug-
gle, with its excitement and preoccupations.

He did not content himself with accomplishing his daily

task. He wanted to do more. He applied some new things to

his work. One need not go through files or refer oneself to

the newspapers to have an idea of his achievements. Everyone
working at the state building enterprise of Elbasan can speak
about them at length.

. . . Once, while walking on his stick past the section of

construction materials, he saw dozens of women engaged in

polishing wall tiles. It was a toilsome labour of low produc-
tivity. That day Nuredin spent many hours in. his workshop
and as he came out he had sketched a device capable of carry-
ing out these operations which were done by hand until

then.

Today his name is linked with a whole series of innova-
tions.

And there are dozens and hundreds of examples of this

kind which illustrate the new, self-denying attitude of the
Albanians towards work, their determination to spare nothing,
even their lives, for the good of the people and the Home-
land. They have an educative value for the broad people's
masses and inspire them in their everyday activity.

Another feature of the new man in the PSR,of Albania
is his attitude towards socialist property as the intangible
base of the socialist system, his struggle to protect it as the
apple ^ of the eye, to strengthen and expand it incessantly.

Alien attitudes are manifestations of the psychology of private
property, which has struck deep roots in the consciousness of

man in the centuries. The imperialists and reactionary ele-

ments try to avail themselves of the psychology of private
property in order to undermine socialist property, the mate-
rial base of the socialist order. That is why in the PSR of

Albania a resolute struggle is waged against misuse and
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embezzlement of socialist property, its degradation, waste and
mismanagement, against incomplete utilization of productive
capacities and concealment of reserves. This struggle has
resulted in the raising of the consciousness of the working
people and their mobilization to a higher degree, and in the
expansion of social property, the essential base for the impro-
vement of the well-being of the people. So much so that there

are many people who have laid down their lives to protect

this patrimony.
Such, among others, were Adem Reka, Muhamet Shehu

and Myrteza Kepi, Isuf Emin Plloci, Zeliha Alimeta and Ilia

Dashi.

-On November 1966, a storm was raging on the Adriatic.

The high waves threatened to sink the floating crane on
which Adem Reka worked. Although he had ended his night
shift, he rushed to the assistance of his comrades in the early

hours of the morning, aware of the danger menacing people's

property. Four hours in succession he and his comrades strug-

gled against the unleashed waves to rescue the crane, and
Adem Reka was killed in the furious fight with the blind

elements of nature.

On February 15, 1967 Muhamet Shehu and Myrteza Kepi
laid down their lives in defence of people's property. That
day, as a result of a leaking tube in the heating furnace a
violent fire burst out at the pumping station of Linas. The
engineer Muhamet Shehu and the young technician Myrteza
Kepi, who had worked on the construction of the station,

rushed through the fire to salvage the property of the people.

With his garments on fire, Muhamet went on unperturbed with
his work. Under his direction the workers of the pumping
station averted the danger. Myrteza Kepi, too, displayed heroic
abnegation. Both fell on their post of duty, fighting to salvage
socialist property, and they have become brilliant examples
for all workers of the country in the accomplishment of their

tasks.

In November 1969, another hero, Isuf Emin Plloci, laid

down his life struggling for the protection of socialist pro-
perty. A forester at Martanesh, he was alone when a violent

fire burst out. He struggled , against a sea of flames to cir-

cumscribe the disaster, cutting the flaming branches with his

axe, jumping from one pine tree to the other, digging ditches

to stem the advance of the fire. His resined coat risked to

take fire at any moment. But Isuf brayed the danger. With
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his burnt hands and his garments on fire, he went on with
his struggle for a long time. Only after he could no longer

control his hands and his body was covered with grave burns

did he go away, but not to the hospital, but to his comrades
and warn them of the forest fire. Making light of his suf-

fering, he ran for long minutes. He thought only of saving

his forest. And he accomplished his task as a communist.
Those are some examples characterizing the moral quali-

ties of the working mases, created under the people's state

power in the struggle for the construction of socialism in

Albania. These examples represent a powerful means of edu-

cation of the masses with the principles and norms of com-
munist morality.

Part three

THE ECONOMIC S1STEM

OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA



Chapter one

BETWEEN TWO EPOCHS

Ownership

To determine the social regime of a state one must answer

certain questions: who owns the means of production and the

natural resources of the country, how is production organized,

to whom do the products of labour go, to what social groups

or classes do the people who comprise the leadership of the

state belong, how do the people live and what are the rela-

tions between them?
Every social' system is based on its own form of owner-

ship of the means of production. This form of ownership

determines the relations of people in production arid the mode
of distribution of the products of labour. It exercises a de-

cisive influence on the whole structure of society and all its

institutions, from the state down to the family.
'

Wherever private ownership reigns, a handful of big pro-

prietors cruelly exploit the vast majority of the working peo-

ple. This is What occurs today in all the countries where ca-

pital rules and this is what occurred in Albania before ^Libe-

ration.
•'

In 1938, Albanian industry which consisted of some small

factories and workshops and the existing mines as well as

the banks were all privately owned. As a result of the «open

door» policy practised by the feudal-bourgeois regime of Zog

the. wealth' of ^he country -was rapidly concentrated in
f
the

hands of foreign capitalists, mainly Italians. Suffice it to
1

say

that in 1938 Italian investments in Albania amounted to 280

million gold francs, ten times the total of the budget of '
the

13 - 117 A
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Albanian state. Consequently, 75 per cent of the industrial

enterprises at that time were owned by' foreign capital, 23

per cent by joint companies and 2 per cent by the national

bourgeoisie.

Seven big feudal families, representing 0.006 per cent

of the total number of rural families, held 14,554 hectares

of land, or 3.70 per cent of the total arable land. The wealthy

landowners, 4,713 families, or 3.034 per cent of the total

number of families of the country, held 91,133 hectares, or

23.16 per cent of the arable land. On the other hand, the

Albanian state of that period was also a big feudal proprietor:

it owned 50,000 hectares, or 12.71 per cent of the land, which

it exploited by means of; the feudal system. The poor and

middle peasants, comprising 128,961 families, or 83.05 per

cent of the total number of peasant families, held 237,668

hectares or 60.43 per cent of the land, approximately 1,8 hec-

tares per family, while the 21,544 families, which' owned no

land at all, worked as share-croppers on the land of the feu-

dals, landed proprietors of the state, handing over to them a

third or half of the agricultural produce.

Internal and foreign trade was concentrated in the hands

of 50 big merchants.

AH these facts show that before Liberation, Albania, was

still between two historical epochs, the epoch of feudalism

which was declining and the epoch of emerging capitalism.

The people's state power which emerged from the Na-

tional Liberation War could not be based on this economic

structure. This structure had to be abolished and the socialist

collective ownership which would respond to the regime in

power and to the interests of the working masses of town

and countryside had to be built upon its foundations. To this

end, the people's state power carried out a series of revolu-

tionary reforms and transformations which, overturned the

old system based on private ownership and created new
relations of production based on socialist ownership.

The first transformations

The state control over production and distribution, esta-

blished in December 1944, served as <a preliminary measure,

the first step towards the nationalization of the main means

of production. At the same time, this represented a form of
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control by the working class. It was established over the

enterprises owned by national and foreign capital which in-

fluenced the entire economy of the country.

This control was exercised by its commissars appointed

by the state. Under their guidance, the workers participated

actively in the organization of production and the manage-

ment of the enterprises. This gave them the possibility to test

their ability and to acquire the aptitudes necessary to manage
production.

In December 1944, the mines and the property of the

political fugitives were nationalized. One month later, a law

was promulgated on the confiscation of Italian and German
owned property and assets in Albania. Under this law, the

National Bank, the other banks and the property of 111 share-

holder companies, owned by foreign capitalists, passed into

the hands of the Albanian state, without compensation, and

became the collective property of the Albanian people.

In regard to their form, the measures for the nationaliza-

tion of 1945 were measures of a general democratic character.

In regard to their, economic and social content, however,

these nationalizations represented transformations which
,
went

beyond measures of this kind. These nationalizations were in

the interests of the working masses and the nationalized

means were placed totally and directly in their service. In

essence, these measures were a socialization of the main means
of production and had a socialist character. It was on this basis

that the state socialist sector of the people's economy was

established.

In 1946, a new phase of nationalizations began. The power

stations, the building materials industry, and the entire light

and food industry became the property of the people. At the

end of 1946, the main means of production in the cities had

become social property and the state sector produced 87 per

cent of the total industrial, output. One year later, private

capitalist production in industry had been practically elimi-

nated.

The nationalization of the main means of production in

Albania was accomplished at rapid rates and without compen-
sation. It put an end to the economic domination of the

bourgeoisie and laid the economic foundations for the dictator-

ship of the proletariat. On these foundations, the social owner-
ship, the socialist relations of production and the socialist

sector in industry, trade, transport and finance were establish-
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ed. The nationalized enterprises became socialist enterprises.

The exploitation of man by man was abolished.

In the first years after Liberation the peoples state

power took a series of measures to limit speculation and set

up the socialist trade system. At this time a law was pro-

mulgated on the requisition of food-stuffs and -materials

necessary for the reconstruction. The state established its

. control over foreign trade. A system of fixed prices was

established in private wholesale and retail trade. Trading

in gold was prohibited. A state monopoly m the purchase

and sale of grain was established. Measures were taken to

curb inflation; the old banknotes were overprinted and

thus control was established over the old paper money m
circulation. Of great importance was the law promulgated

m

January 1945, imposing extraordinary taxes on war profit^

Under this law, the big capitalists were compelled to hand

over to the state part of the speculative profits^l^\™f,
during the war, so that they could be used for the benefit

K^people and the reconstruction of the country This was

a graduated tax, taking from 50 to 80 per cent of the war

profits in excess of 500,000 Albanian, francs..
. _

Commissions to determine the amount of these profits

•and the taxes to be paid were, set up in all regions oi the

country. They were composed of representatives oi the state,

the arm? and the mass organizations. '

.

_

,
= - All those on whom this tax was. imposed: merchants, tac-

tory owners and others, did everything to evade this law

but the commissions, with the support of the masses, forced

tte merchants- and other capitalists to pay the^ tax_impo ed

bv the law. In 1945, the revenue from the extraordinary tax

^ w^fits made up- more than half of the state Joudget

receipts
.....

AIL the property of the capitalists Who did; Hot pay; the

tax was corded. In this way the state gathe^d nya large

uantity of merchandise of all kind. It -was on - this basis, that

Z^ state-run stores were established. The opening of these

s orefmari^d the birth of the- state social^ sector
-

in AK
banfan tode. The socialist trade sector also;. included the con-

sumer cooperatives of the cities, which: wer, first set up m
1945 In those conditions, when the state sector of trade

;

did

not exist or was only taking its first steps; these cooperatives

played an important role in supplying the people and m the

struggle against the black market.
t
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The Land Reform

For the establishment of socialist property in the country-'

side the people's* state power used different ways and methods.

The first task in this field was to abolish the feudal relations

and to impose restrictions on the capitalist elements in the

countryside. This could be realized only through the land

reform. Before the reform was carried out, the people's power

had taken a series of measures in favour of the poor and

middle peasants. A law promulgated in January 1945 annul-

led rural arrears of rent and reduced rents for the years 1944-

1945 by 75 per cent. In May the same year, the irrigation system

was nationalized and became the collective property of the

peasants. Later, all debts contracted before the war were can-

celled. But the most important step of an anti-feudal and de-

mocratic character, taken at the time, -was the Land Reform.

The law on the 'Land Reform was .promulgated in August

1945. -Under the terms of this law, the holdings of the state

and religious institutions and all the privately-owned Jand in

excess of the -area envisaged by the law, were confiscated

without compensation. The land was given free of charge to

peasants with little , or no land at all. The head of each family

was allotted up to 5 hectares of land. The alienation and

renting of land were prohibited.

Part of the confiscated land was not distributed, but

became state property. It was on this land that the first state

farms were set up. They marked the birth of the state socialist

sector in agriculture. The water resources, forests and under-

ground riches became the collective property of the people.

Poor peasants' committees were set up to ensure a just

and rapid implementation of the Land Reform. They played

an important role in the accurate definition of the lands, of

the state, the big landowners and the enemies of the people

and in compiling lists of peasant families with little or no

land. They helped in the division of the expropriated land

and especially in mobilizing the labouring peasantry to combat

the hostile activity, of the landlords and other reactionary

forces who rose against the Land Reform from the very start-

In May 1946; the law on the Land Reform was amended

in a way which gave it a profoundly revolutionary content

The land, vineyards, olive groves, orchards and kitchen gar-

dens, agricultural buildings and tools, i.e.- all property of
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people who did not till the land themselves, was con-

fiscated. A maximum of 5 hectares of land was left, to those

cultivators or working proprietors who tilled their own land.

These amendments ensured the full application of the prin-

ciple «the land to those who till it,» abolished big land owner-

ship and weakened the economic position of the kulaks. In

November 1946, the Land Reform had been carried out

throughout the country. The peasants became the genuine

masters of the land on which they had toiled and poured out

their sweat, generation after generation.

The Land Reform affected almost half the land and the

olive-trees then existing in our country. The reform expro-

priated 8,714 iatifundists and rich landowners, as well as

480 religious institutions; 10,641 proprietors owning more land

than envisaged by law were partially expropriated. All told,

288,407 hectares of land were surveyed and distributed to

21,544 landless families and 48,667 land-poor families.

The democratic transformation of the agrarian relations

in the countryside was the essence of the Land Reform. It

abolished big land ownership, and eliminated the vestiges of

feudalism and the class of Iatifundists once and for all. The
restriction of the private ownership of land, the prohibition

of the sale, renting or mortgaging of land were measures

which did much to prevent the differentiation among peasants

and limited to the extreme their exploitation by the kulaks.

Hence the Land Reform had a pronounced anti-capitalist

character.

The socialist transformation of the countryside

The Land Reform was not an aim in itself. It was a transi-

tional measure which was to open the way to the socialist

revolution in the Albanian countryside. The confiscation of

land of the big landowners and its distribution according to

the needs of the peasants brought about a relative equality

among peasants as regards the area of land owned. Such
measures as. the prohibition of the sale, renting or inheritance

of land, as well as the prohibition of the exploitation of

another's labour in agriculture, deprived the owners of the

possibility of adding to their property and using it as a
means of oppression and bondage.

The establishment and consolidation of a relative equality
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in the relations of land ownership created the necessary con-

ditions in Albania for the transformation of rural private

property into collective property.

The private property of small rural producers was turned

into social cooperative property through the collectivization

of agriculture. Collectivization implies the free will of the small

rural proprietors to combine their land and their main means

of work into big agricultural enterprises. The peasants put

their land and their main means of production into the

collective, and thus form the agricultural cooperative. The

essential characteristics of the. agricultural cooperative are:

the collective ownership of the main means of production, the

collective labour and the socialist distribution of the products

according to the quantity and quality of the work done, as

well as the existence, parallel with the common property, of

the personal plots, the use of which serves to satisfy certain

needs of the cooperativist families.

The collectivization of agriculture began in the first years

after Liberation. The Land Reform was still uncompleted

when the first agricultural cooperative was set up in the vil-

lage of Krutje, in Myzeqe, the largest plain of Albania. It was

the spark that kindled the flame of collectivization all over

the country.

In order to become model, modern, socialist enterprises,

the first agricultural cooperatives needed an advanced mate-

rial base and equipment. To this end, the first machine and

tractor stations (MTS) were set up in 1947, along with the

socialist state enterprises in the sector of agriculture. They
were used as a particularly important form of organized aid

which the state gave the peasants for the establishment and

strengthening of the new system of cooperatives in the coun-

tryside. The machine and tractor stations were the founda-

tion stone of the new material and technical base of socialist

agriculture.

The rate of this collectivization was determined by objec-

tive and subjective conditions. In the first stage (1946-1955),

when the material and moral conditions had still not been

prepared or the necessary experience accumulated, the pace

of collectivization was steady and cautious. This was a pre-

paratory period. In December 1955, when these conditions had

been created, the rates of collectivization were accelerated and

developed to collectivization en masse in the lowland zon&s

and partially in the hilly zones.
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Thus, in contrast to the 150 cooperatives set up from 1946
to 1954, 1,679 cooperatives were created in five years, from
1955 to 1959, and at the end of 1960 the collectivized- land
covered 86 per cent of the cultivated land area and 71.3 per
cent of the peasant holdings. The years 1956-1958 were rightly

called the crucial years of the socialist transformation of agri-

culture and 1957, the year of the great turn.

However, in the remote mountainous and semi-mountain-
ous regions, 46,155 small peasant holdings still remained to

be collectivized. They made up 28.6 per cent of the total

number of peasant holdings and covered 14 per cent of the
cultivated land. They were to be collectivized in the third

and final stage of the collectivization, which started in No-
vember 1966 and lasted no longer than five months. Thus
in March 1967, the collectivization of Albanian agriculture
was completed.

The. collectivization of agriculture was guided by this

principle': «Firm reliance on the poor peasants, alliance with
the middle peasants and restriction of the capitalist elements
in the countrysides As a result of this policy, the strata of

the poor peasants became the core of the agricultural coope-
ratives, r

The collectivization policy was based on the Leninist
principle of persuasion and free consent which was applied
very -.strictly, without permitting the slightest violation. The
principle of persuasion and free consent was dictated by the
fact that the peasants were the allies of the working class

and made up the overwhelming majority of the population;
any other stand or action of an administrative nature would
have had grave consequences for the alliance of the working
class with the peasants and the construction of socialism.

" Thanks to the great amount of political and ideological

work done with the masses of the working peasantry, the
process of the collectivization in Albania was accomplished
without any political upsets. The idea of collectivization had
to penetrate deeply into the heart and mind of every peasant,

overcome his mentality and psychology and individualistic

tendencies which were manifested in many ways, but which
were based on personal interest, narrowly conceived, and
constituted the most serious obstacle to the collectivization.

The work of explanation and persuasion was accompanied
by a series of practical measures in favour of the peasants.

Among these measures were the financial and credit policy,

BETWEEN TWO EPOCHS 201

the policy on accumulation of agricultural products, on aid

in machinery, selected seeds, chemical fertilizers, and cadres,

the- big drainage and irrigation projects, the raising of the

level of education and culture, as well as the development

of agrotechnical knowledge. Consequently the agricultural

cooperatives grew stronger from day to day and the peasants

became more convinced of the advantages of collectivization

which gradual^ won them en masse, to the agricultural

cooperatives. -

In the process of the collectivization, a number of ori-

ginal forms of management of the cooperatives, of the orga-

nization and remuneration of work within them were discovered

and elaborated, forms which found their expression in the

constitution of the agricultural cooperatives approved at their

1st Congress (February 1949), as well as in a number of

government decrees. Later these forms were still further ela-

borated and enriched with new content in conformity with

the development of the economy of the agricultural coopera-

tives and the raising of the cultural level and the socialist

consciousness of their members. Care was taken to ensure

a judicious combination of personal interests with the col-

lective interest, of the collective interests with the general

interest, and of the immediate interests with long-term ones,

giving priority, to the general interest.

The collectivization of agriculture was accomplished

through a relentless struggle which had as its objective the

economic restriction and political isolation of the kulaks. As

a result, their economic power and political influence were

destroyed, while they were liquidated as a Class without

recourse to forced expropriation of them. Compulsion and

violence were used only against certain individuals or groups

of kulaks who took the course of crime and did not observe

the laws and ordinances of the state.
_

The successful collectivization of agriculture was a major

qualitative leap forward on the road to the establishment of

socialist relations of production in the countryside, to the

transformation of the small-scale private property into col-

lective property. However, the creation of cooperatives is not

the final step in the construction of socialism in the coun-

tryside', it does not rule out all possibility or danger of a

return, a resurgence of individualist tendencies of private

property.

Special care is taken in the People's Socialist Republic
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of Albania also, to ensure the economic and organizational

strengthening of the cooperatives, the continuous formation

and strengthening of the socialist consciousness of their

members, the ceaseless improvement, in a revolutionary way,

of the relations of production and distribution, raising the

level of education, culture and agronomical knowledge of the

cooperativist peasantry.

Collectivization opened up prospects of the realization of

a number of political-ideological and socio-economic objec-

tives. In the political field, it contributed greatly to strength-

ening the alliance of the working class with the peasantry,

drew the peasants into active participation in the construction

of socialist society and strengthened the class base of the

state. In the ideological field, it helped to inculcate in the

rural masses new socialist concepts of property, work, the

collective, the family, the individual, etc. In the socio-eco-

nomic field, it helped to replace the old relations of produc-

tion and distribution with new, socialist relations, small pri-

vate ownership with large-scale collective ownership, and

individual work with collective work; it contributed to the

construction of a unified economic base of the socialist regime

in town and countryside, to barring the way to the appearance

of capitalist . tendencies and many other social evils, to

ensuring rapid and continuous growth of the productive

forces in the countryside, to the harmonization of the rates

of development of industry and agriculture, to satisfying

the increasing needs of the people for agricultural products,

to increasing the goods for export; it created the conditions

for the gradual narrowing of the essential differences be-

tween town and countryside, between the working class and

the peasantry, between industry and agriculture. In the series

of initiatives' taken by the peasantry, the herding together

of the cooperativists' personal livestock, which relieves the

peasants of a number of daily cares and increases their par-

ticipation in field work, is an important moment towards the

further socialization of work in the countryside.

Collectivization was the only way to the socialist develop-

ment of the countryside and within the space of a few years

it made possible the establishment of big, modern agricultural

economies on the basis of advanced agronomical science. From

a country of small-scale rural economies, Albania has become

a country of large-scale modern agricultural enterprises, based

on the socialist ownership of the means of production.
;
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The people — masters of the country

The revolutionary transformations carried out under the

people's power changed the face of the ancient land of Albania.

The people, the society, the land have been rejuvenated on

new foundations. The old face of Albania now belongs to the

historical past.

Albania, that had remained a backward agricultural

country, stagnating at the dividing line between the epoch

of declining feudalism and the epoch of the birth of capital-

ism, has now put an end to its age-old backwardness and

has .become an agricultural-industrial country with the pro-

spect of becoming an industrial-agricultural country in the

near future, because the first historic milestone on the road

of socialism, the establishment of the economic base of so-

cialism, has been attained successfully.

The socialist property

Under the Constitution of the People's Socialist Republic

of Albania, the socialist property is the inviolable base of the

socialist order, the source of the well-being of the people and

the strength of the Homeland; the state protects it with the

greatest care.

The socialist property in the means of production com-

prises the state property and the cooperative property in

agriculture.

The state property belongs to the entire people and re-

presents the highest form of socialist ownership.

The land and the underground riches, the mines, forests,

pastures, water resources, natural sources of energy, the

plants, factories, the machine and tractor stations, the banks,

communication roads, means of transport by rail, sea, river

and air, the post and telegraph system, the radio and televi-

sion stations and cinemas are exclusively the property of the

state.

All material goods created on the basis of the state pro-

perty or which the state acquires by law are also state pro-

perty.

The land is distributed, for social use, to state enterprises

and institutions, to agricultural" cooperatives and social orga-
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nidations, as well as to individual citizens for their personal

use.

Cultivable land cannot be used for other purposes without

the approval of the competent state organs.:

The cooperative property .belongs to
;
collectives of rural

workers voluntarily united - in the agricultural cooperatives

to increase production, to ' improve their well-being and build

socialism in the countryside as part of the socialist construc-

tion of the entire country.

The cooperative property comprises; the buildings, ma-

chinery, equipment, means of transport, working tools and

means, draft- animals and productive livestock, the orchards,

the plant and animal products, , as well as all the other means

necessary for the. activity of the cooperative:

It is the duty of the state, the economic organizations

and all citizens- to protect the land, the natural riches, the

water resources and the air from pollution and. damage.

Of these two forms of socialist property, the state pro-

perty is the predominant one, not only because it includes the

overwhelming bulk of the means., and - instruments, of pro-

duction, but also because it is the principal base of the Al-

banian state for the construction of socialism; The state

property is the heritage of the entire people who manage

it through the state. This is what distinguishes- state .pro-

perty in the socialist state from what they call state: property

in the capitalist states, where it is nothing but a form of

private property.

The state property constitutes a single fund of which

the state is the sole owner. The various state ,
institutions, and

organs such as the ministries or the other administrative of-

fices, the enterprises, combines, etc.- do not own the means

and tools at their disposal. These- belong to the state but

are entrusted to these organizations and enterprises to enable

them to accomplish the tasks assigned to them. ..-J «

The cooperative property is a form of socialist property

because it is not the property of any individual but ., of a

collective of working people; it contributes to the elimination

of the exploitation of man by man and is the basis on which

the socialist agricultural cooperative is organized.

However, these two forms of property are not identical.

The state property is the property of the entire people, while

the cooperative property is the property of a particular col-

lective or group of workers. Whereas in the state enterprises
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all the means of production without exception are socialized,

in the agricultural cooperatives, part of these means, such as

the personal plots of the cooperative members and some of

the agricultural equipment, remain the personal property of

the members "Another difference is that the products of the

state enterprises are the property of the socialist state, while

the products of the agricultural cooperatives remain their

own property. From this stems the difference in the mode

of distribution of the social product in the form of wages m
the state enterprises and on the basis of the work days per-

formed in the agricultural cooperatives. There are also dif-

ferences in their forms of management.

However, these differences are not essential. They are

differences between two economies of the same type, within

the framework of socialist relations of production.
- The state encourages the development and strengthening

of the agricultural cooperatives and their transformation into

modern economies of large-scale socialist production. In cer-

tain conditions, the state encourages the setting up and de-

velopment of the higher-type cooperatives in which it par-

ticipates directly with investments, particularly for the mam
means of production.

The transition, of the cooperative property • to property

of the entire people is made in conformity with the objective

conditions with the free consent of the cooperativist peasants

and the approval of the state. The state' works to ensure

that the distinctions between, town and countryside are nar-

r°We
in socialist society, personal property, also exists. The

state recognizes- and protects it. Under the Constitution it

includes income from work and other lawful sources, family

homes, as well as other things used to satisfy personal and

•family material, cultural, needs. All the - things, which are

returned^ to the cooperativist family under the constitution

of the agricultural cooperative {grain and other produce) are

also personal property. Personal property cannot be used

to the detriment of the social interest. Particular fixed assets

which are cooperative or personal property may be transform-

ed into state property if the general interest requires this.

The criteria for this, transformation and the method 01 com-

pensation: are defined by law. • .

In our country, the source of personal property is the

people's own work. This form of property does not lead to
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the accumulation of capital, i.e. it cannot serve as a means of

exploitation.

(Personal property in Albania is closely linked with the

state property, which is the basis of it. With the extension

of the social property, a continuously increasing quantity of

products goes to satisfy the personal needs of the working

masses. This close connection between the socialist property

and personal property reflects the harmonization of the in-

terests of society with those of the citizens.

The development of the socialist property

The socialist property in town and countryside constitutes

the unified economic base of the people's power, the essential

factor for the well-being of the working people, and this

is why the state takes all appropriate measures to extend

and develop this type of property to the maximum. The

socialist industrialization is the main way to achieve this

objective. Undertaking this industrialization and its continuous

extension are the only way to guarantee the complete triumph

of large-scale mechanized production, not only in industry,

construction and transport, but also in agriculture.

The principal features of the socialist

industrialization of Albania

Immediately after the triumph of the people's revolution,

Albania had to cope with the contradiction existing between
the advanced form of political power, the people's democracy,
on the one hand, and the backward state of the economy,
with the very low level of development of the productive

forces, on the other hand. The most important means to

overcome this contradiction in the economic and social fields

was the socialist industrialization of the country. Since that

time, this, task has been the fundamental general line of the

economic policy of the people's power. The aim of this policy

has always been to gradually build up a multi-branched
heav^ and light industry, which would enable the utiliza-

tion and processing of the- natural riches and agricultural

products of the country, in order to satisfy the needs of the

development of the economy ever better, to raise the level
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of productivity of social labour, to open the way to the in-
tensive complex development of agriculture, to enhance the
well-being of the people and to strengthen the defence of the
country. This line of industrialization was implemented on
the basis of a class analysis of all factors, objective and
subjective, material and social-political and economic, in-
ternal and external.

The necessity for this industrialization was dictated by
the need to establish an entirely new material and technical
base for the national econom^, to increase the production of
commodities, to prepare the conditions for the reorganization
of agriculture on a socialist basis, to build up the working
class so as to strengthen its positions of leadership and, finally,
to defend the victories of the revolution and guarantee the
construction of socialism.

In implementing this policy of the socialist industrializa-
tion of the country, from the beginning, the people's power
correctly defined the ways and possibilities of increasing and
utilizing the internal socialist accumulation for this purpose.
To this end, it mobilized all the monetary and material means
and all the physical and intellectual capacity of the people.
At the same tinie, it made wise use of the internationalist
aid of friendly socialist countries.

The main sources of the socialist accumulation in Albania
were the expropriation of the bourgeoisie and the big landed
proprietors, the transformation of the private property of
the means of production into social property, the cancella-
tion of the debts incurred by Zog, the profits from the na-
tionalized industry and foreign and internal trade, as well
as from the banking system and that part of the state budget
allocated for the development of the national economy.
Relying mainly on its own internal resources, Albania created
a considerable accumulation which enabled it to carr^y out
the industrialization.

The socialist industrialization of the People's Socialist
Republic of Albania was characterized by the rapid rate of
industrial expansion, so as to overcome the backwardness
inherited from the past in the shortest possible time, to
ensure the independent development of the economy, and
to achieve a considerable raising of the material well-being
and a higher cultural level of the working masses.

The establishment of the socialist ownership of the means
of production makes it possible to mobilize all the material
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and financial means, and use them for the development of .

industry, heavy industry first of all. The main sources

contributing to the industrialization of the country today are

the income from the national industry, and the accumulation

from agriculture, foreign and home trade, the banking sys-

The* industrialization in Albania brought about the growth

and development of the socialist property, the creation of new

towns, and a number of new industrial centres, the numeri-

cal growth of the working class and the strengthening oi

its role in the socialist society.
, ,

The development of industry in Albania gave an impulse

to the creation of new productive, forces in agriculture, and

contributed to its transformation on a socialist basis and

consequently, to strengthening the alliance of the working

class with the cooperativist peasantry. _ :

The direct result of the line of the socialist industriali-

zation of the country was the construction of new industry

with modern technology, which is : ^vel
t̂n?rSL^

one five-year period to another, raising the total industrial

output and production per capita, and playing an evermore

important part in the construction of the material and techni-

cal base and the development of the national economy

In the years of the people's power, a big qualitative

leap forward has been achieved in the socialist industrializa-

tion of the country. Albania has already been ^transformed

into an agrarian-industrial country, is rapidly turning into

an industrial-agrarian country, and eventually will become

an industrial country with an advanced agriculture.

firing the six five-year plans (1951-1980), industry ^has

led the development. Each five-year plan has marked a new

expansion of industry which has distinguished one
+

five-

year plan from another, not only from the quantitative

aspect; i.e. from the volume of production, but also from

the qualitative aspect, in other words, from the viewpoint

of changes in the structure of industrial production and

the higher level of technology, efficiency,, etc.

This progress of industry made it possible to liquidate

the contradictions between the very advanced form of politi-

cal power and the backward economic and technical base

inherited from the past. In this way the -country^ was able

to defend its independence and smash all the attempts of

the imperialists and revisionists: to subjugate socialist Albania.
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A whole series of new branches of heavy and light industry

have been set up.
„

Industry in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania

has developed at an annual average rate of 10,8 per

cent in the period 1965-1975. This is one of its characteristic

features.

The road of development of the

cooperativist property

In the first stage of the construction of socialism, coope-

rativist (group) (property is an objective necessity. Historically,

however, it has a transitional character. This property is

born, grows, gains strength and is inevitably transformed

into the property of the entire people. ...
The process of the transformation of the cooperativist

property into property of the entire people passes through

two essential stages. The first is the stage of its quantitative

and qualitative development and its tendency to gradually

move closer and closer to the property of the entire people.

The second is that of the fusion of the cooperativist property

with that of the entire people. These two stages are the

natural road of development of this type of property.

The fusion of the cooperativist property with that of the

entire people is conditioned by material and subjective, ideolo-

gical and political, economic and social factors. All these fact-

ors are directly linked with the development of the pro-

ductive forces in agriculture, in each separate cooperative

as well as in the national economy as a whole.

The tendency of the .cooperativist property to move closer

and closer to the property of the entire people, then its

fusion with the latter, entails a long and complicated process.

This cannot be achieved all at once, in a mechanical or

administrative way, because it depends on the development

of the productive forces. The economic, ideological and politi-

cal conditions for this must first mature in every cooperative,

in every zone and in the entire country.

The qualitative development of the cooperativist property

which is occurring in Albania is the beginning of its fusion

with the property of the entire people. The main factor

which has led to the strengthening of the collective property

and its subsequent qualitative transformations is the ceaseless

increase of social production.

14 - H7 A
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The rates of development of agricultural production have

been so high as to enable the age-old' backwardness to be

overcome in a few years. The primitive agriculture of the

wooden plough has given way to an agriculture of large-

scale socialist economies, in which the cultivation of the

soil and many other processes are nearly all mechanized.

Today, Albania is ranked among the most advanced countries

as regards, the quantity of chemical fertilizer used, irrigation

capacity and big land improvement projects.

From 1946 to I960, the process of collectivization was

stM under way and many cooperatives had just been set

up but in 1960, agricultural production had increased by

72' per cent against 1938, while from 1961 to 1970, when

the cooperatives were enlarged and developed further, agri-

cultural production increased a further 79 per cent. It, is

interesting to note that in the two five-year plans (1961-1965

and 1966-1970) most of the increase in production (80 per

cent to 90 per cent) was achieved through higher yields,

although at- the same time the cultivated area was con-

siderably extended. Here we have to do with radical quant-

itative transformations which are observed in all aspects

of the development of the countryside. In 1978, 77 per cent

of the total agricultural production and about 73 per cent

of the national income realized by the sector of socialist

agriculture (the state and cooperative sectors) was created

by the agricultural cooperatives.

These figures show that inherent in the collective owner-

ship are great possibilities for development of the productive

forces and social production and for raising the yield rates

of different crops.

Considerable progress has been made also in other as-

pects of this collective property. The area of cultivated land

increased 2.4 times in 1979, as against 1938. The number of

buildings serving production and .
social-cultural purposes

had been increased considerably. The area of orchards, olive

groves and vineyards has been greatly increased as compared

with the pre-war period. More than 52 per cent of the culti-

vated area is under irrigation. The park of motorized means

has developed beyond any comparison with the past.

The effect of the expansion of production was to increase

the funds of consumption and accumulation. Now it became

possible for the agricultural cooperatives to establish the most

correct ratio between the funds of consumption and accumula-
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tion and within them, between the portion to be used for the

extension of production and the portion for the development

of the non-productive sphere, including buildings for socio-

cultural purposes.

As a result, agriculture today supplies the food for an

urban population which has grown 2.5 fold and whose pur-

chasing power has increased greatly since Liberation.
' Another important direction of the development of the

cooperative property is the very marked socialization of

the means of production within the collective property itself.

This has been achieved through the development of the

fundamental means and the consolidated funds, through joint

construction projects by several cooperatives, through the

progressive regrouping of the agricultural cooperatives, as

well as through the gradual reduction of the personal plots

and the herding of the personal livestock of the cooperative

members parallel with the development of social production.

The development of the fundamental means and the

consolidated funds is the main factor for the further sociali-

zation of the means of production. The fundamental means
and the, consolidated fundk are the most concise index of the

quantitative and qualitative development of the cooperatives.

They represent the essential content of the collective socialist

property. As regards its nature and content, the consolidated

fund has some features in common with the productive

funds of the state enterprises. Formed by accumulation,

these funds, too, are used to maintain production and satisfy

social-cultural needs, but they differ as regards their degree

of socialization.

Concern to build up the fundamental means has steadily

increased. At the present stage of the development of the

collective property a gradual diminution can be seen in the ,

existing differences between the cooperatives of the mountain-

ous zones and the plains in the level of socialization of the

means of production. This process is going well thanks to

the action of many factors, in particular the development

of production in the mountain cooperatives, the long-term

credits accorded them by the state, the numerous construction

projects built and donated by the people, the aid provided

by the cooperatives of the plains.

The development of the cooperativist property and the

raising of its level of socialization at a given period have
made it necessary '. for the cooperatives to undertake joint

construction projects. These are carried out jointly by a
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number of cooperatives of the plains or the mountainous

zones, or iboth when they maintain economic relations (co-

operation in matters of work and production), or are neigh-

bours In this field, the initial stage of manual labour has

not yet (been left behind, especially in the mass actions

for the construction of irrigation works. Nevertheless, this

path opens up vast prospects. .

Another important aspect of the improvement of proper-

ty relations is the eventual regrouping of agricultural coope-

ratives, which is directly linked with the very pronounced

socialization of the means of production. This regrouping oi

the cooperatives creates the conditions for better concentration,

specialization and cooperation in production and contributes

to a more correct co-ordination of the various branches oi

agriculture. ^ o

This process of regrouping the cooperatives assumes

particular importance from' the ideological viewpoint, as it

enhances the feeling for the collective property among the

rural workers, enhances its social character and^ prepares

the cooperative to gradually raise their property to a high-

er forn£ to transform it into property of the whole society.

Uniting cooperatives of the plains with those of the htfly

and mountainous zones also gradually diminishes the <^««*:

ces in the socio-cultural development between the lowland

zones and the hilly and mountainous zones, and levels out tne

disparities in their income and standards of living.

This process of regrouping does not go beyond the con-

text of the collective ownership. However the-superiority

of thf regrouped property rests on the fact that it totally

losel th ^ cLLter of individual accumulation, that it is

raSformed mto social accumulation and prepares the mdis-

pSfe premises for its transformation, when the political,S economic, organisational and technical conditions ma-

ure "it is transformed into the property of thewhW
The regrouping of the cooperatives is a .continuous

process, which is carried out in a conscious organized ^and

nroeressive way. This process has^ its limitations and is

^Ss^'/aduaUy. The transition from one stage to

another requires certain political conditions, a certain level

oTe^om* and technical development, specific territorial

conditions and the ability of the masses and cadres to orga-

nize and manage large-scale socialist enterprises.
„ ,

This process gradually leads to the narrowing of the

essential economic and social distinctions between town and
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countryside, between work in industry and work in agricul-

ture, in the sense that the latter is raised to the level of

the former, especially as regards the level of technical equip-

ment. It tends to level out the income and standards of

living of the rural and city workers, to ensure the rural

workers' income equal to the wages the workers of the state

enterprises receive.

The higher-type cooperatives — a new stage in

the socialization of the group property

The development of the agricultural cooperatives stimu-

lates the important process of narrowing the essential dif-

ferences between' town and countryside and the preparation

of the objective and subjective conditions for the gradual

transformation of the group property into property of the

entire people. The grouping of the separate cooperative proper-

ties into more powerful units, the consolidation and

improvement of the relations of work, exchange and dis-

tribution, the better distribution of the net income, especially

of the differential rent, the gradual levelling out of the

essential economic, social and cultural differences between

town and countryside, and within ,
the countryside itself,

the ceaseless raising of the socialist consciousness
^
of the

cooperative members and the revolutionization of their whole

life-style, are the most important factors which are brineing

the group property closer and closer to the property of the

entire people.

The setting up of Higher-type cooperatives in the five-year

plan of 1971-1975 was an important economic and orga-

nizational measure for the increase of state aid to the coope-

rativist sector and the gradual raising of agricultural coope-

ratives to the level, and when the necessary conditions have

matured, to the status, of agricultural enterprises. The set-

ting up of higher-type cooperatives was a step forward in

all directions. The first cooperatives of this type were set up

at the end of 1971. They were the pioneers of this great

transformation which will be one of the most important ways

of the socialist development of the Albanian countryside.
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These cooperatives were set up with the consent of their

members. They remain owners of the work tools and all the

other belongings which they bring to these new cooperatives:

they have the right to retain their personal plots as in al)

other cooperatives. 1

Naturally they, also enjoy other rights, such as the

right to work, to elect and be elected in leading organs,

to express their opinions on and discuss all the problems of

the cooperative, to demand answers to the suggestions and

ideas they raise, to criticize and demand a rendering of

account on the activity of their cooperatives. It is on this

basis also that the question of pensions and other social

insurance benefits has been settled.

The foundations of the higher-type cooperatives are

their own material and monetary means, the joint labour

of .
their members and the participation of the state, -which

provides them with supplementary means and all-round aid.

The financial aid of the state to the higher-type cooperatives

is not accorded in the form of long-term loans, but in the

form of investments of budget funds, with the objective of

developing the productive forces. In this connection, Article

22 of the 'Constitution of the PSRA says: ^Under certain

circumstances, the state supports the setting up and develop-

ment of higher-type cooperatives, in which it participates

directly with investments, especially in the main means of

production.^ Otherwise, these cooperatives receive long-term

credits and other aid in the same ways as the other coope-

ratives, depending on their needs.

From the early years of their activity the .state put at

their disposal, as a supplementary contribution, a sum of

millions of leks to be invested in the construction of stables,

hot houses, implement sheds and repair shops, for land

development, etc. In these conditions, the amount of invest-

ments and accumulation per hectare of arable land in these

cooperatives is greater than in the other cooperatives and

nearly at the level of investments in the agricultural enter-

prises.

With the passage of time, the state investments have

increased and this form of financing has brought the group

1 According to the Constitution of the PSR of Albania, land is the

exclusive property of the state (Article 17). It is allocated to state insti-

tutions and enterprises for social use and to individual citizens for per-

sonal use. Land is allocated for use free of charge (Article 19).
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property closer and closer to the property of the entire

people both in form and in content, This increase m mvest-

- ments by the state constitutes one of the concrete forms of

action which assist the transformation ; of the group property

into property of the entire people.
.

Along with the direct investments by the state m the

higher-type cooperatives, special machine and tractor stations

have been set up for their benefit. They contribute signifi-

cantly to augmenting the motor power and the machinery

base of these cooperatives, bringing them to the same level

as the agricultural enterprises.
,

The members of these cooperatives are paid a guaranteed

wage in proportion to the production. For each work norm

accomplished, they are paid twice per month at a rate of

90 per cent of the salary envisaged m the plan At the

end of the year, if the plan is realized, they get the additional

10 per cent of their salary and 20 per cent when the plan

has been overfulfilled; on the other hand, when the plan

is not realized, they do not get the remaining^lO per cent

but this hardly ever happens. The members of higher-type

cooperatives also have the right to get 30 per cent of their

Sy when bad weather makes work in the fields
i

impos-

It should be pointed out that, although.the higher-type

cooperatives pay their members a guaranteed wage its level

is determined on the basis of the economic capacity of each

cooperative. Hence it differs from one cooperative to another.
P
Thus the higher-type cooperatives are big socialist col-

lective enterprises in which the relations of property, ex-

change and distribution are raised to a higher more ^advanced

level This constitutes a new advance in the field of-perfect-

ing he relations of production, a step forward of profound

political, economic and social importance. This question is

linked with the development of the productive forces, wi h

a^eLrharmonization of the interests of the group with

L inters" -of society, with a more efficient utilization

of thfiSLrial and technical base and the fund of accumula-

Uon with the accentuation of the process of concentration

specialization and cooperation in agriculture, with the gradual

transformation of group property into property of^
people and with the reduction of the essential differences

between town and countryside.

The setting up of these cooperatives tends to accelerate

the rates of agricultural production. Important material,

technical and financial means have been placed at their dis-
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posal; they utilize the human and material possibilities and

the climatic conditions better,' and the organization and

management of production are strengthened and perfected.
-

The bulk of the production of bread grain, cotton, sun-flower,

milk and meat needed by the country has been concentrated

in these important modern agricultural economies and the

agricultural enterprises.

For instance, the higher-type cooperatives have ensured

higher yields than the ordinary cooperatives in the produc-

tion of bread grain, sunflower, sugar-beet, olives, citrus fruit,

milk, meat, etc. •

.

The setting up of these cooperatives also marks a new,

higher stage in the development of the group property and

all the relations linked with it, in the course of bringing it

closer to the property of the entire people. This is a new

intermediate road which leads to the gradual elimination

of the differences existing today between the two forms of

socialist property.

The setting up of the higher-type cooperatives has also

had the affect of. consolidating the relations in the field

of organization and management of production. While pre-

serving the principles of cooperative democracy, the forms

of organization and management and the structure of the

leading apparatus of these cooperatives are becoming more

and more like those' of the agricultural enterprises. The

system of finance and accounting, provision and distribution

has been perfected in these cooperatives, and all the new

conditions created permit more rapid concentration, speciali-

zation and cooperation of production, gaining the advantages

or large-scale socialist enterprises. .

The creation of the higher-type cooperatives is based

on a better harmonization of the interests of the cooperativists

with those of the whole society. Their creation is based on

the harmonious and proportional development not just of

agriculture only, but of the entire economy of the country.

The extension and consolidation of the material and technical

base of production, the ever more solid and better organized

scientific management of this production, the increase and

stability of production, the improvement of the material well-

being of the cooperativists, the strengthening of the alliance

of the' working class with the cooperativist peasantry, the

search for new ways to reach a higher level of the socializa-

tion of the group property — these are all essential aspects

of an improved concrete co-ordination of the individual and
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group interests with the general interest in this new form

of organization. The institution of regular payments of

wages, linked with the results of production, is an important

step forward which directly favours the cooperativists. It tends

to eliminate the existing differences between the state

sector and the cooperative sector in the system of distribu-

tion and to convince the cooperativists that this collective

economy is their guarantee of more stable incomes.

While retaining the small peasant ownership, the collecti-

vization of agriculture, through the organization of collective

production, has transformed it into group ownership. However,

the cooperative ownership, and together with it, the coope-

rative system in the countryside, have a transitional character.

In the process of the construction of the socialist and com-

munist society, the group ownership must be transformed

into ownership of the entire people. The higher-type coope-

ratives are a step towards this objective.

From the viewpoint of property relations, what is new m
this form of collective organization and management of agri-

cultural production is that it permits the gradual development

of the group property in a way that is completely natural to

the peasantry. The participation of the state in these coope-

ratives enables the state property, the property of the entire

people, to be gradually built within the framework of the1

group property. It is clear that this process responds to the

collective interests of the cooperativists and, at the same time,

to the interests of the entire society.
.

The experience of the 6th Five-year Plan (1976-198.0)

further strengthened the conviction of the masses on the

correctness of the line followed by the Party for the establish-

ment of higher-type cooperatives as the appropriate means

for the growth and intensification of agricultural production,

for bringing the group property closer to the property of the

entire people.



Chapter two

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA

The fundamental aim of socialism is to develop the

forces of production to such a level as to satisfy the ever

increasing needs of society and open the way for the future,

application of the communist principle of distribution. This

objective can be achieved only through the continuous growth

and perfecting of socialist production on the basis of modern

technology and an unprecedented rise in the productivity

of social labour. ^ .
, c<

. ,

The process of socialist production m the People s boeiai-

ist Republic of Albania is based on three essential principles

and methods -which ensure its rapid, harmonious and continuous

development: democratic centralism, self-reliance and plan-

ning.
,

Democratic centralism — a fundamental

principle of the organization and management

of the national economy

Article 11 of the Constitution of the PSR of Albania says:

«. . . the organization of the state and state activity, all the1

political and economic life in the People's iSocialist Republic

of Albania are based on the principle of democratic centralism

. and develop according to it, combining the centralized direc-

tion with the creative initiative of local organs and the mas-

ses of the working people, in struggle against bureaucracy and

liberalism.» -

The essence of democratic centralism is therefore a judi-

cious combination of the centralized organization and direc-
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tion of the economy by the socialist state with the conscious,

general and direct participation of the working masses in the

management of this economy.

The centralized organization and direction of the socialist

economy are dictated by the level of the productive forces

and by the conditions created for their development, b*y the

degree of socialization of production and the means of pro-

duction, by the necessity for a harmonious development of the

economy in the interest of the whole society. Social and co-

operative ownership of the means of production creates the

objective possibility to organize and manage the economy on

this single basis through an overall state plan in which the'

productive activities of all the enterprises and the different

branches of the economy in all districts of the country are

completely co-ordinated. This function fully conforms with

the social character of production and appropriation. The

organization and management of the econonry on this basis

ensure an appropriate and rapid development in conformity

with the needs of socialist production, increase the efficiency

of production, and save the society a great deal of energy

and other material losses which can have harmful consequen-

ces in organization and management.

Centralism in the economy presupposes the organization,

and management of the economy by a centre, by the socialist

state, its development in conformity with economic laws and,

first of all, with the fundamental economic law of socialism,

its harmonious development on the basis of an overall state

plan, exercise of control by society over work, production and

the utilization of material means, the application of a conscious

proletarian discipline in the accomplishment of each task by

each link of the economy, the responsibility of the lower

organs to the central organs of the state and the economy, as

well as the application of a revolutionary style and method

in the organization and management of the socialist economy.

At the same time the social ownership, the social cha-

racter of production and appropriation imply not only that this

process is managed in a centralized way but also that the

working masses, the owners of the means of production take

part in this management. This form of production also abso-

lutely demands the .
application of socialist democrae'y in the

leadership and management of the economy. It follows that

centralism, and socialist democracy in the organization and

management of the economy are two aspects of the same
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phenomenon; they presuppose one another and constitute the

fundamental requirements of democratic centralism.

Democratic centralism is the best combination of the

unified leadership of the state with the initiative and
-

or-

ganized paFticipationofthemasses.lt enables the co-ordination

and accomplishment of the primary political and economic

tasks in" the fields of production, distribution and exchange

and fulfilment of material needs on the scale of the whole

society,' while it ensures the organized control of society over

the proper accomplishment of these tasks.

Democratic centralism is the highest form of democracy,

not only .because it implies the active participation of the

masses in the discussion, examination, and approval of econ-

omic plans, as well as in check upon and application of

these plans, but also because it presupposes that it is the

masses who put these plans into practice, who verify the

correctness of these plans in their productive activity, who

modify and correct them. This centralism does not paralyze

the initiative of the workers. On the contrary, it encourages

the collectives to carry out their tasks in social production

in the best and most efficient way. Herein lies the profoundly

democratic, social arid popular character of socialist centralism.

The socialist democracy in -economic management has become

more and more deeply implanted. Socialism is the deed of the

working masses, and the socialist mode of production itself

creates the necessary conditions for this deepening of social-

ist democracy. In the course of the construction of socialism,

the working masses thoroughly master the art of organization

and management, and acquire ever more profound scientific

knowledge about the laws of social development.

Consequently, the initative of the masses and their parti-

cipation in the study and discussion of various problems have

increased; the leading organs listen more : attentively to the

voice of the masses and the control of the working class has

become more and more extensive and thorough in all direc-

tions.

In order to develop the line of the masses further in the

management of the people's economy, an all-round struggle is

waged in the PSR of Albania to eradicate bureaucracy m the

method of management, against domineering practices, against

tendencies to underrate or not listen to the voice of the mas-

ses This is a struggle for the continuous perfecting of the

method of organization of work and the management of social
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production. This perfecting constitutes a permanent task and

it is conditioned by the development and perfecting of the

mode of socialist production itself, by the necessity of enhanc-

ing the role of the working class in the management of the

economy.
Improvement of the methocl and forms of management of

the economy includes both the centralized management of

the economy and the socialist democracy in the organization

and management of the econorcfy. This can be achieved, first

of all, through strengthening the centralized management,

which cannot yield the desired results if control is not exer-

cised from below as well as from above. Socialism implies

both control and accounting, and the forms in which they can

.be put into practice are perfected along with the development

of the economy.

In the correct application of the principle of democratic

centralism, in perfecting the method of the organization of

work and the management of production, special attention

has been paid to the deepening and extension of socialist

democracy in the management of the economy. The working

masses take part extensively in all the economic and social

activity of each enterprise. AH the activity of the economic

enterprises , and agricultural cooperatives is subject to the

judgement and control of the working masses, who exercise

these rights not in a purely formal way but actively.

In this matter, the question of establishing the most cor-

rect relations possible between the leaders and the working

masses assumes special importance. These relations which

ensure the correct direction of the economy and give it the

correct orientation are considered an important aspect of the

relations of socialist production. The deepening of the socialist

democracy in the organization and management of the econ-

omy is particularly manifested in the merging of the cadres

with the masses. In regard to the organization of work, the

management of the economy, the development of social

production, etc., the cadres are ready to listen to the voice of

the masses, learn from them and participate together with

them in production and scientific research. Such a practice

is obligatory in the . state enterprises, in the agricultural co-

operatives and at all levels of the national economy.

The deepening of socialist democracy, in the economy

presupposes abandonment of the old forms and adoption of new

ones' to make it possible for the masses to manage production
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and control all the economic activity of the enterprises, coopera-

tives or various institutions. The question of controlling the

activity of a given enterprise or institution is above all the

business of the entire working collective and not that of a

small elite.

The control b'y the working class stems from its mis-

sion, from the role it plays in social production in the socialist

regime, in the construction of socialism and communism. This

control becomes possible, necessary and inevitable in socialist

society, because the working class and the working masses

become the owners of the means of production.
_

The -control in the name of the masses is exercised, first

of .all, by the Party of Labour of Albania which guides and

directs the entire life of the country, including its economic,

activity. The socialist state also plays a special role m this

field, through its action in economic and organizational mat-

ters,' bringing into play the leadership and control by the

working class and the working masses. . The state exercises

control over its own organs and administrative and economic

apparatuses and it is brought into action with the help
_

and

under the direct influence of the working masses. These

forms of control are combined and interlinked with each

other so that they serve the cause of the construction of so-

cialism in the best possible way.

In the socialist regime, the subjection of economic activity

and all other activity to the control of the masses is inherent

in the regime itself, because the working masses themselves

are the producers of the material goods, of the regulations,

ordinances and laws of the organs of people's power and in

the course of their activity, they apply, correct and amend

them in accordance with the level of development of the pro-

ductive forces, the degree of perfection of the relations of

socialist production and the level of consciousness of the mas-

ses themselves. Hence the masses participate actively m go-

verning the country.

There are many forms of the participation of the masses

in the management of the national economy. The workers

play a primal role in drafting and implementing plans, they

participate actively in the analysis of the economic and fi-

nancial activity of the enterprises, in studying and deciding

the measures to take to raise their own ideological, cultural

and technical-professional level. Daily practice provides many

new forms in this field, which contribute to the strengthening

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM 2£3;

of the centralized planned direction, to the further deepening

of the socialist democracy in the management of the economy

and the perfecting of the relations between the cadres and

working masses in a revolutionary way.
f

The control, organization and management of the economy

by the working class, by the working masses, are not purely

formal, do not have the character of a simple campaign and

are not carried out spontaneously; on the contrary, they have

a permanent character and are consciously applied under the

guidance of the Party. The working masses are engaged every

day every hour in this control, organization and management ol

social production, and are ceaselessly perfecting them.

Self-reliance — the principal

road of the construction of socialism in

our country .

«ln the construction of socialism, the People's Socialist

Republic of Albania relies mainfy on its own forces.^ (Article

14 of the Constitution of the PSR of Albania.)

Theoretically, this principle and its importance for the

construction of socialism stem from the Marxist-Leninist theses

on the determining role of the internal factor and the decisive

function of the masses in the work of construction. Like the

people's revolution, the construction of socialism in Albania

is the work of the masses. This, however, does not exclude

the role of the external factor during the national liberation

war or the internationalist aid of other socialist countries

during the socialist construction of the country.

In his report to the 7th Congress of the PLA (November

1976) Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out, «the complete con-

struction of the socialist society is closely linked with the

understanding and implementation of the principle ^self-

reliance in every step and every field of life. This great Marx-

ist-Leninist principle of profound revolutionary content is not

only a law for the construction of socialism but also, in the

present conditions, an urgent necessity for our country to cope

successfully with enenry blockades and encirclements The

Party of Labour of Albania considers that the principle of

self-reliance is not a temporary policy dictated by particular

circumstances, but an objective necessity for each country,

big or small, backward or developed, a principle applicable

in the liberation struggle, in the proletarian resolution, as
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well as in the construction of socialism and the defence of

the country. «The implementation of this principle,.* Comrade

iwe? Hoxha goes on, .bars all paths to the inflow of bank

credits from bourgeois and revisionist states, by means of

which the imperialists and social-imperialists emlave countnes

and nations, and fatten on their blood and sweat The so-

called aid of the imperialists and social-imperialists to the

developing countries constitutes a great fraud and is aimed

at exploiting the economies of these countries and dictating

*ffgS?5&SZ. presupposes the continuous

reliance on the strength, the ideas and creative work o the
,

working masses, the mobilization and orgaiuzation or these

masses for the material and social progress of the socialist

society it presupposes reliance on the material resources of

fee country and their discovery, development and rationa

uUhzation to the benefit of the construction of socialism

relSTce on the internal accumulation of the country, the most

rational utilization of it in accordance, with a general line

ofL regime of savings, on the accumulation and generalization

o the country's internal experience, as well as on the.prudent

and creative utilization of foreign experience, adapted to the

conditions of the country; the .setting up ^*£<^
multi-branched, modern national economic system whicn res

nonds to the conditions and needs of the country

Immediately after Liberation, the question of the economic

and cultural development of *e -country became the concern

of the entire people. Under the leadership of the Party,

workers, peasants, intellectuals and women set up units, de-

tachments, battalions and brigades for voluntary work. An

unprecedented enthusiasm for work swept the whole coun-

In those very difficult conditions and despite a terrible

shortage of machinery and experienced cadres, everybody

worked self-sacrificingly to repair all the damaged roads and

bridges and restore the communications network.

Thanks to the unsparing efforts of the workers, some oi

the factories power stations and mines were repaired and

recommS tneir operation in the first year a^Libera-

tfon^be peasants were mobilized to ensure the sowing of the

arab'le^ and, with state aid,, to rebuild the burnout
.

houses.

. The educational and cultural institutions began their activity,

- and new schools were opened, especially in the villages.
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The entire development of the economy of the PSR of

Albania is based on the utilization of the internal, human,

material and monetary resources. Immense investments have

been made in order to increase the fundamental production

funds, to re-equip and modernize the existing branches of

the economy, to develop the natural assets of the country and

utilize them more and more for the benefit of the economy.

Through consistent implementation of the principle of

self-reliance considerable results have been achieved in Al-

bania in the development of the national economy and the

fulfilment of the needs of many branches. Thus, today our

industry fulfils all the needs of the country for electric power,

liquid and solid fuels and chemical fertilizers. It also satisfies

all the needs for building materials (cement, timber, bricks,

window glass, etc). Our engineering industry is capable of

producing most of the spare parts needed for our economy

and has begun to turn out many types of machinery and

equipment, up to complete production lines, for factories and

whole industrial complexes. Light industry fulfils the needs

of the people for textiles, shoes, etc, the food industry also

fulfils the greater part of the needs for various products,

especially oil, sugar, etc.

The advance of our socialist agriculture enables it to

ensure ever better supplies of other food products for the

needs of the population and to provide industry with raw
materials of plant or animal origin. In 1976, our agriculture

achieved a great success : it produced all the bread grain needed

by the country.

The complex plants designed and built in Albania, today,

rank with the most advanced in the world as to their size

and technical level. A complete educational system, which

satisfies the needs of the country for middle and higner

cadres of all specialities, has been established. Today Albania

has an extensive network of research institutions engaged

in fruitful studies and research for the benefit of production.

The coming into production of new, powerful industrial

complexes will fulfil the needs of industry for steel, for iron

profiles, tubes and plates, for high-quality liquid fuels, raw

materials for the chemical industry, fibre-cement products,

glass, and other products required by the engineering industry.

This vigorous development has resulted in the build-up

of the internal resources in the functioning of the national

economy.

15 - 117 A
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Self-reliance means that the working masses play an ever

greater role in the solution of the economic problems of the

country. The motto «Rely on our own forces» has become a

source of inspiration in Albania. When the Khrushchevite

revisionists, and later, the Chinese revisionists, recalled their

specialists and organized the blockade against our country,

the Albanian workers themselves started to design and build

machinery and equipment and even whole industrial com-

plexes with their own forces. The Albanian cadres and spe-

cialists discovered important mineral resources, thus increasing

the potential and independence of the national economy.

The working class, the innovators and rationalizers, the

engineers and technicians, the cadres, specialists and all the

other working people of Albania have mobilized their physi-

cal, mental and creative abilities to fulfil the state plan ahead

of 'schedule, to increase the productivity of labour, and to

produce within the country machinery, equipment or other

products which were imported in the past.

The principle of self-reliance, the maximum utilization

of all the internal resources and reserves, as well as the con-

struction of a powerful national economy, enable the country

to obtain the necessary machinery and equipment in foreign

markets through trade on the basis of mutual benefit.

The principle of self-reliance does not deny the role of

the external factor.

On this subject, Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out:

«While working for the construction of socialism according

to the principle of self-reliance, our 'Party has never dreamed

of creating an autarchic economy, isolated within itself. At

the same time, while combating any feeling of inferiority and

worshipping everything foreign, it has not negated the value

of progressive world thinking, the achievements of science

and technology in other countries. It has always prized the

revolutionary experience of all peoples, everything that serves

the cause of the emancipation and progress of mankind.

«Far from excluding reciprocal collaboration and aid

among the revolutionary and socialist forces, self-reliance

presupposes it. The aid which the victorious revolution gives

the countries and peoples fighting for national and social libe-

ration, the mutual aid among countries building socialism, is

an internationalist duty. It is devoid of any sort of selfish

interest and inspired by the lofty interests of Marxism-Lenin-

ism This aid is to the advantage not only of the country
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which receives it but also of the country which gives it, be-
cause the triumph of socialism in any country serves the
triumph of the revolution in the other countries, too, its

triumph over capitalism and revisionism.»

In the future too, Albania will adhere firmly to the line
of building socialism by relying on its own forces.

The planned management of the economy

* A??
e m°de °f Prodllction ™- the People's Socialist Republic

of Albania is characterized by the planned development of the
national economy.

This principle is sanctioned by Articles 25 and 26 of the
Constitution:

«The state organizes, manages arid develops all economic
and social life according to a unified general plan, in order
to satisfy the ever increasing material and cultural needs of
the society, to strengthen the independence and defence of
the country, b^ constantly increasing and perfecting socialist
production on the basis of advanced technology.

»

«For the administration of means which are property of
the whole people, the state creates economic enterprises which
carry on their activity guided by the general interests of the
society, expressed in the state plan.»

The necessity and possibility of this planned development
stem from the social character of the ownership of the means
of production, the various enterprises -being considered as
forming a single economic entity. Therefore large-scale social-
ist production cannot develop without a general plan.

The planned development of the economy in the People's
Socialist Republic of Albania is carried out by the people's
power.

The state plans the development of the country's eco-
nomy; it administers the material, human and financial re-
sources, determines the volume and structure of production
and major projects to develop the economy, establishes the
rates of increase of labour productivity, the volume of goods
in circulation in internal and foreign trade, fixes the. prices

of goods, the levels of pay for workers and officials, etc. The
Albanian state also directs the economic life of the agricultural
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cooperatives always taking account of their special characte-

ristics as cooperative enterprises.

Because of the great importance of planning in the ac-

complishment, by the socialist state, of its principal ^ct^n
in the economic, organizational, cultural and educational fields,

the Constitution of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania,

as was mentioned above, gives explicit legislative sanction to

the planning of the national economy as a constitutional pnn-

ciple

The planning of the economy develops along with the es-

sential stages of the conversion of private property of the

means of production into social property. .In the first stage,

at the commencement of. social ownership of the means oi

production, when this form of ownership is not yet predomi-

nant the planning of the people's economy has a partial and

limited character. In the second stage when the socialization

of the means of production has been achieved, in general, and

social ownership has become predominant, the people's eco-

nomy begins to develop according to a unified general state

plan In the third stage, when the social ownershipj>f the

means of production is totally predominant, when the eco-

nomic base of socialism has been built and the socialist rela-

tions of production have triumphed both in town and country-

side, the planning of the economy enters a new higher stage

of development. At this stage it is applied m the entire eco-

QOm
The establishment and development of a planned economy

demand the establishment and organization of an adequate

system of organs for the management and planning oi the

national economy, from the centre to the base according to

the principle of democratic centralism. This has been and

remains the fundamental principle of the planned management

oT?he national economy. The drafting of a unified state plan

, on a broad, democratic basis cannot be conceived without

this principle. The system of state organs for the manage-

ment and planning of national economy in Albania was

established and has gradually developed, starting from initial

simple forms of organization, to reach the highly perfected

*™T<L^£%s in the People's Socialist^Republic:

of

Albania bear «the seal of the people.. Both drafting them

and carrying them out are the collective work of th€
^

working

people. Wherever they are, at work, at meetings of their city

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM 229

quarter, in the cultural institutions, etc, the working masses
never fail to discuss the draft plans, to make their criticisms

and suggestions. On the basis of the many suggestions put
forward in these popular debates, the initial figures always
undergo changes and modifications. The working masses
have frequently modified the plan during its execution, have
set higher targets and accelerated the rates of development.
AH plans undergo such modifications.

Upward of 13,500 commissions and planning groups, con-

sisting of more than 82,000 members, 78 of them workers
and cooperativists were set up and functioned all over the
homeland to draft the directives of the 6th Five-year Plan.

About 160,000 working people contributed to the discussion

in the course of the examination of the draft directives, ad-

vancing about 45,000 proposals, of which over 30,000 were
found valuable and endorsed. The same procedure was followed

for the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985), too/

It should be pointed out that in the course of the

debate, thanks to their very powerful spirit of initiative and
revolutionary enthusiasm, the working masses expressed their

determination to undertake bold tasks, considerably greater

tasks than those envisaged in the draft-directives. Thus, the

working masses themselves raised almost all the main targets

presented in the draft-directives of the 6th and 7th Five-

year Plans. The revolutionary ardour of the agricultural work-
ers is also note-worthy.

From one five-year plan to the other

Albania embarked on the road of the development of a
planned economy with a burden of great social, economic,
technical and cultural backwardness inherited from the past,

at a time when the country had suffered great material

damage and loss of life at the hands of the fascist occupiers.

The planned organization and development of the life of

the country, of course on the basis of partial plans, began
immediately after the triumph of the people's revolution.

Such were the plans of 1945 and 1946. These annual plans

envisaged the accomplishment of concrete tasks for the

revival and organization of the national economy immediately
after Liberation. The indices of these plans were naturally

relatively restricted, but no small effort was required to
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accomplish them. The aim was to reconstruct the ravaged and

paralysed economy, to get the mines and certain small

industrial units back into operation, to rebuild bridges and

communication routes, to rebuild the damaged houses, etc.

The first unified state plan of the national economy

was that of 1947. It marked the beginning of the develop-

ment of the economy on a national scale, on the basis of

unified state plans. It enabled certain concrete and urgent

tasks concerning the reconstruction and equipment of the

economy to be carried out. The plan of 1948 completed the

restoration of different branches of the national economy

and ensured their subsequent development. Total industrial

output that year was twice that of 1938. At this stage com-

munications were completely . restored, the bridges and roads

were repaired, the tent-out houses were reconstructed

and a great number of new projects were completed.

After the accomplishment of the ^two annual plans, the

drafting of the two-year state plan for- 1949-1950 began. This

plan marked a new, higher stage in the planning and develop-

ment of the Albanian people's economy. This plan envisaged

the creation of new branches and new indices which, with

reason, did not figure in the preceding plans. The accomplish-

ment of the two-year plan brought about many modifications

in the structure of total industrial and agricultural production.

The development of the people's economy on the basis

of short-term state plans was necessary in the first years

after Liberation, in order to accomplish some very urgent

tasks, for the reconstruction, management and organization

of the economy, to acquire the necessary experience to go on

to five-year plans of the development of the economy and

culture, without which the construction of socialism and

communism was inconceivable.

The 1st Five-year Plan (1951-1955)

As a result of the accomplishment of the first plans, in

1950, total industrial and agricultural output were respectively

4 times and 30 per cent above the pre-war figures. Therefore,

in 1951, the conditions had been created for the planning

of the people's economy to enter a new phase of development,

that of long-term plans. Thus a new period began, a period

of development at high rates. New, rational, well-harmonized
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proportions were established between the various branches

of the economy, planning was established on a more scientific

basis and corresponded better to our possibilities, the Marxist-

Leninist principles of socialist planning of the people's econ-

omy were applied in a more complete and better organized

way.
The long-term plans in Albania are unified five-year

plans for the entire national economy. Up till 1980, six such

plans had been successfully accomplished. Now the Albanian

people are engaged in carrying out the 7th Five-year Plan

(1981-1985).

The effect of the successful completion of the 1st Five-

year Plan was to transform Albania from a backward agri-

cultural country into an agricultural-industrial country. The
basis of the new socialist economy was iaid and the socialist

sector of agriculture was extended. The necessary conditions

were created for the rate of the collectivization of agricul-

ture to be accelerated, and for the construction of the eco-

nomic base of socialism to be completed in the next five-

year plan. In 1955, the total volume of industrial production

was 179 per cent higher than in 1950 and 11.5 times that

of 1939. The rate of growth of industrial production was
22 per cent a year. In certain branches of industry, such as

the extraction of chromium ore, the engineering industry,

the timber industry, local industry, etc, the targets of the

plan were overfulfilled. The handicraft cooperatives fulfilled

the five-year plan 10 months ahead of schedule. About 150

factories and other new state-owned enterprises were com-
missioned during the 1st Five-year Plan.

Agriculture made great progress also. The production of

bread grain in 1955 was 53 per cent higher than in 1950.

The vigorous development of the economy and the

growth of industrial and agricultural production made possible

the improvement of the material situation of the working
people and the raising of their cultural level. The circulation

of goods in 1955 was 105 per cent greater than in 1950.

The national income had increased by 70 per cent, the real

wages of the workers and employees by 20 per cent, the

income of the peasantry by 35 per cent.

Great successes were recorded also in the development

of culture and education. The network of schools was extended

and the number of schools and students increased. Illiteracy

was completely abolished among people under 40 years of age.
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The 2nd Five-year Plan (1956-1960)

The 2nd Five-year Plan was overfulfilled.' This plan

was characterized by the construction of the economic base

of socialism. The total industrial output which was to be

realized in five years was realized in four years and nine

months, hence the industrial output envisaged for 1960 was
realized in 1959. In I960, the total industrial output was
2.2 times above that of 1955 and 25 times that of 1938. The
mining, electrical, engineering and building materials industry

had the highest development rates. The branches of the

light and food industries developed in parallel fashion.

Consequently, the structure of industry was much improved.

In 1960, industry's contribution to the national income reached

40 per cent.

During the 2nd Five-year Plan, 250 big economic and
cultural1 projects were completed. New oiJ-fields and new
iron nickel, chromium, copper and coal mines came into

production. New workers' towns sprang up alongside.

The most important victory in agriculture, a historic

victory, was the large-scale collectivization of agriculture.

In 1960, the socialist sector in agriculture covered 87 per cent

of the arable land. Despite bad weather, especially in the

two last years of the five-year plan, the agricultural output

of 1960 was 25 per cent higher than that of 1955. The area

of cultivated land was increased by 13 per cent. Yields of all

agricultural products, including grain, increased, Tobacco,

cotton and sugar-beet had the highest rates of increase.

The growth of industrial and agricultural production,

the big productivity of labour and the fall in the cost of

production were the main factors which resulted in an

appreciable rise in the level of the material and cultural

life of the people. In comparison with 1955, in 1960, the

national income increased by 48 per cent, the real wages of

the workers and employees by 29 per cent, while the real

income of the peasants increased by 35 per cent. During the

2nd Five-year Plan, 6 major reductions in the retail prices

of consumer goods were decreed. These reductions represented

a gain of 7 billion 200 million (old) leks for the population.

The rates of increase in the circulation of goods were 2

to 3 'times higher than those of the increase of population.
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Considerable progress was recorded, also, in the develop-

ment of education and culture, as well as in the protection

of the people's health. In 1960, one person out of five went
to school. The number of higher cadres trebled in comparison

with 1955. Average life expectancy rose to 62 years.

The 3rd Five-year Plan (1961-1965)

Despite the savage imperialist-revisionist blockade im-
posed on the country, the tasks of the 3rd Five-year Plan
were successfully accomplished on the whole. This plan mark-
ed an important step forward in the construction of the

material and technical base of socialism.

The plan of total industrial production was fulfilled 97

per cent. In the chromium, copper, electrical and engineering

industry, the targets were overfulfilled by satisfactory marg-
ins. The oil, coal, building materials, and light and food in-

dustries made further progress. The foundations of the chemi-

cal industry were laid. In the five years, 430 industrial, agri-

cultural and socio-cultural projects were built and brought
into service. Total industrial production in 1965 was 39 per

cent higher than in 1960, or 34.8 times higher than in 1938.

The total agricultural output in 1966 was 36 per cent

higher than that of 1960, and 2.3 times that of 1938. The
production of bread grain increased by 51 per cent, the

irrigation capacity by 52 per cent. The volume of mechanized
work increased by 82 per cent, while the necessary base

for the establishment of an intensive agriculture was strength-

ened.

In comparison with the 2nd Five-year Plan, the national

income increased by 44 per cent. The part of this income
allocated to consumption, the circulation of ^ the goods in

socialist trade and the total housing floor space increased

likewise. The number of pupils and students envisaged in the

plan was surpassed. The number of middle cadres doubled
while the number of higher cadres more than doubled.

The successful achievement of the objectives of the 3rd

Five-year Plan was a testimony to the revolutionary spirit

of the Albanian Workers, and their great moral and political

strength. The accomplishment of this five-year plan showed
that the base on which the Albanian socialist economy was
built was invulnerable and that the road followed by the
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people's power for the socialist construction of the country

was correct. The experience of these five years also proved

that the socialist construction of a country can continue

successfully even under the difficult conditions of the im-

perialist-revisionist encirclement and pressure.

The 4th Five-year Plan (1966-1970)

The 4th Five-year Plan marked an important step for-

ward in the construction of the materia] and technical (base

of socialism by means of the socialist industrialization of

the country, the strengthening of the cooperative system in

the countryside, the rapid development of agricultural pro-

duction, mainly of bread grain, and the deepening of the

technical and scientific revolution. On this basis the well-

being of the people and their cultural level were raised and

the defence potential of the socialist Homeland increased.

The 4th Five-year Plan was accomplished in 4 years

and 7 months. The targets for the growth of total industrial

production were overfulfilled and the level fixed for 1970

was achieved in 1968.

Because of a more complete exploitation of the existing

productive capacities and the construction of new projects,

during this plan the socialist industrialization of the country

developed in extension and depth. Instead of the 50-54

per cent increase envisaged by the plan, total industrial

production in 1970 was 83 per cent higher than that of 1965.

The average rate of annual growth of industrial production

was 12.9 per cent, or 4.2 per cent higher than envisaged.

The production of the means of production (group A)

in 1970 was 108 per cent higher than that of 1965, instead

of the 65-69 per cent increase envisaged. In the sector of

the geological service, the objectives set for the increase

of industrial reserves were surpassed. Instead of the envisaged

46 per cent increase, crude oil production in 1970 increased

b"y 81 per cent in comparison with 1965. The targets were

overfulfilled also in mineral extraction, oil refining, produc-

tion of blister copper, etc. The production of electric power
increased 2.8 fold in comparison with 1965, instead of the

2.3 fold envisaged. The 4th Five-year Plan laid the founda-

tions of the chemical industry, which has made an important

contribution to the continuous increase in production, es-
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pecially in agriculture. "The engineering industry also made

considerable progress through the creation of new productive

capacities and a better utilization of its internal reserves.

This branch of the economy successfully accomplished all

the tasks assigned to it. The total output of the engineering

industry in 1970 was more than 3 times greater than in

1965.
e

The advance in the production of the means of produc-

tion was accomplished in harmony with the equally necessary

increase in the production of goods for current consumption

(group B). Instead of the envisaged 33-38 percentage increase,

the production of consumer goods in 1970 increased by 58 per

cent in comparison with 1965. The average rate of annual

growth was 9.5 per cent instead of the envisaged 6.7 per

cent.

In 1970, total agricultural output had increased by 33

per cent in comparison with 1965, representing a 5.8 per cent

annual increase. The production of field crops increased by

55 per cent and bread grain by 65 per cent. The production

of milk, meat and other animal products also increased

considerably.
. .

The plan for breaking in new land by the cooperativist

peasantry was overfulfilled. The irrigation capacity grew

by 33 per cent to cover 54 per cent of the arable land as

against 46 per cent in 1965. The volume of mechanized

work increased by 90 per cent instead of the 36 per cent

increase envisaged by the 4th Five-year Plan. Agriculture was

provided with 6 times more chemical fertilizers than in

the 3rd Five-year Plan.

In the course of the 4th Five-year Plan, the volume of

investments increased by 55 per cent and that of construction

work by 46 per cent instead of the envisaged 34 and 18

per cent, respectively. The purpose of the investments and

construction work was to ensure the rapid development of

the extended socialist reproduction, the development of the

social and cultural sectors, in particular, for the construction of

houses, and especially to overcome the heavy damage caused

by several earthquakes which the country, experienced during

that period.

Satisfactory results were also achieved in the develop-

ment of transport. In comparison with 1965, the volume of

goods transport had increased in 1970 by 53 per cent instead

of the envisaged 41-46 per cent. Passenger transport increased
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by 108 per cent instead of the envisaged 83 per cent. The

railwa'y network was extended and the merchant fleet

expanded.
Thanks to the continuous development of social produc-

tion, the national income in 1970 increased by 55 per cent

in comparison with 1965, instead of the envisaged 45-50

per cent.

During the 4th Five-year Plan, the level of accumulation

achieved was raised to 34 per cent. This' increase was

accompanied with the continuous general growth of con-

sumption by the population. In comparison with 1965, the

fund of consumption in 1970 had increased 30 per cent, or

2,1 times more rapidly than the growth of the population.

Important measures were taken during this five-year plan to

raise the standard of living of the working people. All taxes

on the working people's incomes were abolished. The prices

of a series of mass consumer goods Were reduced, and a

number of measures favouring the agricultural cooperatives

were taken. The turnover of retail trade goods in 1970 had

increased by 45 per cent as against 1965, instead of the

envisaged 25-27 per cent. .

The network of health institutions was extended during

the 4th Five-year Plan, and the number of hospital beds

increased by more than the envisaged 8 per cent.

All these figures show that the targets set by the 5th

Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania for the 4th

Five-^ear plan were, on the whole, accomplished with success.

The 5th Five-year Plan (1971-1975)

The 5th Five-year Plan was marked by a more vigorous

growth and strengthening of all branches of the economy.

The figures show that in 1975, in comparison with 1970,

social production increased by 37 per cent and the national

income by 38 ,per cent, or at an average rate 3 times higher

than the rate of increase of the population. Industrial pro-

duction now represented 65 per cent of the total industrial

and agricultural production. In comparison with 1970, in 1975

it had increased by 52 per cent, at an average annual rate

of 8.7 per cent. Agricultural production had increased by

33 per cent, at an average" annual rate of 5.9 per cent. The
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table below presents the main figures characterizing the

development of our people's economy in the 5th Five-year

Plan:

In per cent

Principal indices Increase in 1975

as against 1970

Total social production 37

National income 38

Total industrial production 52

Total agricultural production 33

Volume of goods transported , 45

Volume of investments (for the 5

years taken together) 50

Productivity of labour in industry 21

Productivity of labour in construction 28

Volume of exports (for the 5 years

taken together) 75

Goods turnover in retail trade 35

Real income per capita of population 14.5

During the 5th Five-year Plan, the people's economy

continued to develop at relatively rapid rates. The average

rate of growth of total social production was 6.5 per cent

(8.7 per cent for industrial production, 5.9 per cent for agri-

cultural production). As was stressed above, these rates

were two to three times higher than the rate of increase

of the population. This shows clearly that the economy of

socialist Albania is developing more rapidly than the econo-

. mies of the capitalist countries or those countries where

the revisionists have come to power. Unlike the capitalist

and revisionist countries, socialist Albania knows no rises in

the prices of mass consumer goods, no inflation, no unem-

ployment.
.

The productive forces have developed rapidly m an all-

round way, the material and technical base of socialism

was raised to a new higher stage, and an important step

forward was taken in the transformation of Albania into

an industrial-agricultural country. The share of national

income allocated to the development of the economy and

culture was 36 per cent. The industrialization of the country

continued to develop and the role of industry as the

leading branch of the people's economy grew considerably.

In 1975, the production of means of production (Group A)
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accounted for 58.5 per cent of the total industrial output

Important steps were also made in the rapid development

and intensification of all branches of agriculture, especially

the production of bread grain. This made it possible for the

untiring agricultural workers to achieve a brilliant victory

:

in 1976 they succeeded in producing all the grain required

to ensure the people's bread supplies.

The well-being of the masses as a whole steadily im-

proved, and the essential differences between town and coun-

tryside were further reduced. The state used important

accumulated funds to cope with the uncontrollable rise in

the prices of imported goods and has not permitted this

phenomenon to affect the purchasing power of the popula-

tion. In comparison with 1970, the production of mass con-

sumer goods (Group B) increased by 45 per cent in 1975.

Thus the rate of growth of the fund of consumption was

higher than the rate of growth of the population, while

the real income of the peasantry increased much more rapidly

than that of the urban population. Improvements were

made in the management of the economy, in the system of

wholesale purchases, supplies of goods and distribution. The

improvement of all the links of the superstructure during the

5th Five-year Plan opened the way to the continuous develop-

ment of the productive forces, released great forces and

energies and warded off the danger of the bourgeois and

revisionist degeneration of our social, political and economic

order.

Achievements in the field of production

1. Industrial production

In 1975, total industrial output made up 57 per cent of

the total social product, as against 52 per cent in 1970. In

comparison with 1970, in 1975, the production of means of

production had increased by 57 per cent and the production of

consumer goods by 45 per cent. Great successes were achieved

in increasing the industrial reserves of minerals; the targets

in this sector were accomplished and overfulfilled, opening

up surer prospects for the continuous socialist industrialization

of the country, for the exploitation of the natural resources
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and the long-term development of the various branches of

industry.

The light and food industry also achieved considerable

successes: In comparison with 1970, production of the food

industry in 1975 increased by 51 per cent and that of light

industry by 34 per cent. To illustrate the importance of these

results, it suffices to mention that in 1975 our economy

fulfilled 85 per cent of our needs for consumer goods with

local products. This is a great victory.

2. Agricultural -production

Thanks to the particular concern of the Party for

the socialist economic, social and cultural development of

the countryside, important successes were achieved in agricul-

tural production and the development of the countryside in

general.

In 1975, the agricultural enterprises and the higher-type

cooperatives alone ensured 37 per cent of the bread grain

of the Republic and their contribution to the other crops

was about 57 per cent for cotton, 58 per cent for sunflower,

68 per cent for sugar-beet, 39 per cent for olives, 60 per cent

for citrus fruit, 62 per cent for milk, 49 per cent for

meat, etc.

During the 5th Five-year Plan, the number of tractors

(calculated in 15 horse-power units) increased by 54 per

cent; the irrigated area now covers 50 per cent of the

arable land. In 1975, the quantity of chemical fertilizers

used was 41 per cent higher than that of 1970. During

this same period 90,000 hectares of the new land were planted

to crops.

The production of 1975, as against 1970, increased as

follows:

30 per cent

35 » >*

76 »• »

70 » »

48 » »>

47 » »

35 » »

— total field crops
— bread grain
— sugar-beet
— sunflower
— cotton
— haricot beans
— livestock products
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3. Investments and fundamental constructions

The important and complex investments for the rapid

and many-sided development of the different branches of

the econonry and culture, made especially in heavy extracting

and processing industry and agriculture, were one ol the

main. characteristics of the 5th Five-year. Plan.

The investments made during the 5th Five-year Plan

were 50 per cent higher than those made during the preceding

five-year plan and the volume of fundamental constructions

increased by 49 per cent.

In the 5th Five-year Plan, 155 important new economic

and socio-eultural projects were constructed and' put into

service During this period, a considerable amount of work

was done in several major projects such as the metallurgical

combine (which has now turned out the first Albanian iron

and steel), the hydro-power station at .Fierza, the oil refinery

in Ballsh, the urea plant, the PVC and soda plant, the

Gjang irrigation reservoir, etc.

4. Transport and communications

The road, railway and telecommunications network was

extended. This facilitated and improved economic and social

relations and further animated the life of the country. The

volume of goods transport increased by 45 per cent and

passanger transport by 38 per cent. The volume of rail trans-

port of goods was doubled. Sea transport made progress,

and the capacity of the sea ports increased. The communica-

tions sector satisfied the needs of the economy and the popu-

lation of the city and the countryside better, doing a volume

of work in 1975, 61 per cent greater than in 1970.

II The accomplishment of tasks for the distribution of

the social product, for raising the level of well-being

and the cultural development of the peiopie

1. Distribution and utilization of the national income

During the 5th Five-year Plan, the distribution and

utilization of the national income were carried out in con-
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formity with the policy of the Party, mantaining a high

level of accumulation with the aim of accelerating the

development of the productive forces, ensuring the build-up

of the defence capacity of the country and improving the

general well-being of the people.

The part of the national income allocated to the fund of

accumulation was 36 per cent instead of the 34-37 per cent

envisaged by the 6th Congress of the Party, while 64 per cent,

as against the envisaged 63-66 per cent of the national income
was allocated to the fund of consumption. The target set by
the 6th Congress of the Party for the growth of the real

income of the population was successfully achieved and the

difference in incomes between the urban and rural popula-

tion was further reduced. The real income of the city

dweller increased by 8.7 per cent while that of the peasant

increased by 20.5 per cent. It should be noted that the

primary factor in the well-being and increased real per

capita income has been and remains the growing participa-

tion of the active population in useful social work. In fact,

the number of workers in 1975 increased by 21 per cent as

against 1970. In the countryside, too, the participation in

work contributed directly to raising the well-being of the

peasants. The fact that the average income per member in

the agricultural cooperatives in 1975 had increased b^ 29

per cent, as against 1970, was a great success.

During the 5th Five-year Plan, a series of measures
were taken favouring the cooperative peasantry, especially in

the hilly and mountain zones, in order to reduce the essential

differences between city and countryside. Here are some
of them: the establishment of a unified, centralized system
of pensions and social security benefits for mother and child;

reductions in the process of certain means of production sold

to the agricultural cooperatives by the state; increased prices

for certain agricultural and livestock products bought by the

state; the undertaking by the state of part of the investments

made for breaking in new land, irrigation works and the

development of fruit-growing. Besides reducing the essential

differences between city and countryside, those measures
have helped to increase agricultural production and strength-

en the alliance of the working class with the icoaperativist

peasantry.

In fighting to raise the living standards of the working
masses, the Party has always pursued a correct policy in the

16 - 117 A
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field of distribution, allowing no great differentiation in-

the levels of income and living standards between different

classes and groups of the population. This^is not petty-

bourgeois egalitarianism, but a correct application 01 the

socialist principle of remuneration according to work done,

and an effective measure to prevent the creation of a privileg-

ed and favoured stratum Which might become the carrier ot

bourgeois and revisionist ideology and a social basis tor

the restoration of capitalism in our country. It was with

this purpose in mind that the Central Committee of the

Part/ and the Council of Ministers took the decision m
Anril 1976 -On the reduction of higher salaries, on im-

provements in the pay system for the workers and
L
or the

further narrowing of the distinctions between city and coun-

tryside.- Thanks to these measures, the peasantry has a net

Jin of 140-160 million leks per year. This is greater than

the total gain to our whole population from the -important

reductions in the prices of consumer goods made m our

C°1UC« of Albania, the ratio between the

average pay of a worker and the pay of a director of an

eSrise
P
L a given sector is.l to 1.7;

the average pay of the workers m general and the pay ol

a doctor or mLster is about 1 to 2; the ratio between theS and highest pay of the workers in a given sector

Hbout 1 to 15-1.65 Because of its importance m principle,

Si* pay ratio has become a juridical constitutional norm.

In the countries where the revisionist cliques are m
power, not to speak of the capitalist countries, the

=

ratio

between the lowest and highest pay varies between 1:10 and

™without counting the bonuses which the directors of

-

enterprises, the engineers and technicians enjoy as a result

of the capitalist distribution of profits in the revisionist

enterprises.

2. Improvement of the well-being of the masses

The improvement of the well-being of the working

masses also depends on . the circulation of goods. Durmg the

Mh Five-year Plan, the circulation of goods increased by 35

ner cent Supplies for the people in 1975, as against 1970,

Cr<Ss7d ^follows: sugar 30 per cent, edible o*i 27 per
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cent, meat 27 per cent, vegetables 22 per cent, milk 43 per
cent, cheese 60 per cent, eggs 180 per cent; shoes 25 per cent,

hosiery 51 per cent, furniture and household goods 26 per
cent, etc.

The health service in the PSR of Albania was greatly

extended during the 5th Five-year Plan, especially in the
countryside. Health service institutions have been set up in

almost all cooperatives. In 1970 there was one doctor for

1.180 people, while in 1975 there was one doctor for 870
people. It should be noted that in Albania medical care is

provided by the state free of charge for the entire population.
Albania is the country with the lowest death-rate in Europe
and average life expectancy has reached 69 years, as
against 38 years in 1938.

3. Education 'arid culture

Important successes have been achieved in the fields
of education and culture. In 1975, 30 people out of every 100
went to school. In the work of education and teaching in
our new school, the spirit of the class, the proletarian and
revolutionary spirit of education have been strengthened through
the application of the three components of our new education
system: study, productive labour, physical and military edu-
cation.

On the other hand, cultural and artistic activity assumed
a more pronounced mass character. This activity was purged
of the liberal-bourgeois and revisionist influences which
were the result of the hostile activity of the traitors
Fadil Pacrami, Todi Lubonja and others in this field. The
founding of the Academy of Sciences was of- great importance.
It created greater possibilities for the further extension and bet-
ter organization of research work, as well as for the perfecting
of the method of study and scientific research. The arts and
literature also made progress both in quantity and quality,
in their revolutionary content and in their artistic form.

The marked raising of the well-being of the entire
people is a great victory for the general line and the economic
policy of the PLA, which once again shows the superiority
of the socialist socio-economic order over the capitalist order,
whether bourgeois or revisionist, in such a vital and decisive
sphere as that of the care shown , for man and alf his needs.
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In the PSR of Albania, despite the blockade imposed

by the external enemies and the hostile activity in the

economic field of the traitors Abdyl Kellezi, Koco Theodhosi

and Kigo Ngjela, despite the pressure of the great economic

and financial crisis of the capitalist-revisionist world, the

prices of consumer goods have always remained stable and

correspond to the needs and purchasing power of the people,

whereas in the capitalist and revisionist countries the prices of

consumer goods are constantly rising. _

In conclusion, it can be said that the targets tor tne

economic and cultural 'development of the country duruig

the 5th Five-year Plan, on the whole, were successfully

attained and that the fundamental political, economic and

social objectives set by the 6th Congress of the PLA were

achieved
For the Albanian people these results were a solid basis

for their efforts to carry out the 6th Five-year Plan sanction-

ed by the 7th Congress of the PDA.

The 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980)

The economy and culture of our country reached a higher

stage of development in the 6th Five-year Plan. The volume of

production was further increased and major improvements

were made in the structure of social production

Although the Chinese revisionists cut off credits and inter-

rupted economic relations with our country, on which the

achievement of important objectives of the 6th Five-year

Plan depended, the Party called on the people, mobilized and

led the working masses to fulfil the main targets of the state

Plail

'ln 1980, as against 1975, the total social product had

increased 24.4 per cent, or more than twice the increase of the

population. The industrial output of 1980 was 131 times that

of 1938.
'

_
**>

As a result of the consistent implementation ot the eco-

nomic policy of the Party for the further development of the

socialist industrialization of the country, total industrial pro-

duction increased at an average annual rate of 6.1 per cent

during the last five-year plan. New branches of industry were

set up, such as that of ferrous metallurgy, deep processing

of oil the ferroHchrome industry, etc. Along with this, the

material and technical basis of the existing branches of the

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM 245

extracting and processing industry was further extended.
Priority was given in the 6th Five-year Plan to the de-

velopment of branches which produce means of production. In

1980, the proportion of Group A in total industrial production

reached 64 per cent as against 56.8 per cent in 1975. The
energy industry was further strengthened, thus fulfilling the

growing needs of the country and becoming one of the main
sources for the increase of exports. Major successes were also

achieved in the discovery .of new oil- and gas fields which
resulted in the increase of industrial reserves. In 1980 the

quantity of coal extracted was 63 per cent greater than in

1975, while the production of electric energy by the hydro-

power stations increased by 3 times.

The engineering industry had high rates of development,

too, and it fulfilled the target of ensuring 95 per cent of the

needs of the economy for spare parts locally. Major steps were
also made in the increase of the production of various machi-
nery and equipment. In 1980 the production of this branch
of industry was 57.7 per cent greater than in 1975. Marked
progress was also made in the other branches of the heavy
extracting and processing industry, such as that of chrome,
copper, the chemical industry, the building materials industry,

the timber and paper industry, etc.

The production of consumer goods was further increased

during the 6th Five-year Plan. The annual average growth

rate of many of the main products of the light and food

industry was 2.2 to 6.5 times the annual rate of the population

increase.

Our socialist agriculture further developed in the 6th

Five-year Plan on the basis of the intensification of the pro-

duction of its various branches. In comparison with the 5th

Five-year Plan, agricultural production for the five years of

the 6th Five-year Plan taken together was 21.4 per cent

greater. The cooperativist peasantry and the other working
people of agriculture consolidated their great victory, the

fulfilment, of the needs of the economy and the people for

bread grain through the production of all the grain needed
within the country. This, along with the increase of other

agricultural and livestock products, resulted in the further

enhancement of the role of agriculture, in the strengthening

of the independence of the country and in the ever better

fulfilment of the needs of the people, industry and exports.

These achievements were also the result of the further
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strengthening of the material-technical base of agriculture.

Along with the increase in the number of tractors and other

agricultural machines, irrigation was extended to another

40,000 hectares and in 1980 the quantity of chemical fertilizers

was 50 per cent greater than in 1975. Marked progress was

also made in the more rational utilization of the material tech-

nical base through the application of advanced techniques and

technology for increasing the fertility of the soil and manage-

ment of livestock.

The volume of investments made in the 6th Five-year

Plan for the development of the economy and culture was
15 per cent greater than in the 5th Five-year Plan. Important

economic and social-cultural projects were built and commis-

sioned during this plan. They brought about the further

strengthening of the material-technical base of the economy

as a whole and of its separate branches, of industry and
agriculture in particular.

The other branches and sectors of the economy and cul-

ture were also further developed. The volume of products

and goods transported during the past five-year plan increas-

ed by 30 per cent, thus fulfilling the requirements of the

economy for the timely transport of goods.

iNew markets for the export goods were ensured by the

foreign trade and the volume of export and import was
increased as a whole.

All these achievements were another major step forward

on the road of the transformation of Albania into an indus-

trial-agricultural country.

As a result of the care of the Party and the measures it

took, the living standards of the working masses were further

improved. The real per capita income and the purchasing

power of the population were further increased and the

socialist commerce fulfilled the needs of the people for con-

sumer goods better, in quantity, quality and structure. The
sector of communal services was also rapidly extended.

Socialist education and culture were further developed.

Their role in the communist education of the working masses
was further enhanced. Twenty thousand higher cadres of

different specialities, or 57 per cent more than in the previous

five-year plan, were trained in the 6th Five-year Plan. The
quality of teaching was raised in higher schools turning out

higher specialists and in secondary schools turning out quali-

fied workers and middle specialists. Over 730,000 pupils and
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students are nowadays attending secondary and higher schools.

Fourteen feature films, 10 animated cartoon films, 26 docu-

mentary films and 40 newsreels are annually produced in

Albania.

The health service was further developed in the direction

of the protection and improvement of the health of the people.

Another achievement was the adoption of further and more
complete hygiene measures in cities, villages, work and pro-

duction centres and the protection of the environment from
pollution. There are 3,890 health institutions in Albania with

5,140 higher cadres serving in them."There is one doctor for

every 738 residents without counting dentists.

The socialist relations of production were further per-

fected on the 'basis of the directives of the 7th Congress of the

Party. The measures taken for the constant strengthening of

the socialist property, the improvement of the forms of re-

muneration according to the quantity and quality of the work
done, encouragement of revolutionary initiatives, especially of

that for the creation of joint herds from "the cooperativists'

personal livestock as well as the improvement of the scientific

and planned management of the economy, became major fac-

tors for the further development of the economy and culture

and the socialist construction in our country.

The uninterrupted development and deepening of the

technical-scientific revolution, which has successfully solved

many problems of the development of the economy, culture

and the enhancement of the defence potential of the country,

has also made a valuable contribution to the general develop-

ment of the country.

The 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985)

The main indicators of the development of the economy

during this five-year plan are to rise as follows:

Increase in per cent

1985 against 1980

— Total social product 34-36

— National income 35-37

— Total industrial production 36-38

— Total, agricultural production (in the 7th Five-
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year Plan as against the 6th Five-year Plan,

for the five years taken together) 30-32

— Fundamental investments (in the 7th Five-

year Plan as against the 6th Five-year Plan,

for the five years taken together) 22-24

— Transport of goods (ton/kilometres) 34-36

— Circulation of retail goods in state trade 22-24

— Exports 58-60

— Productivity of social labour 12-14

— Real income, per -head of population 8-10

— Total financial income 34-36

In industry geological prospecting for minerals will be

stepped up. Priority will be given to the development of the

energy industry. In 1985, as against 1980, oil extraction will

increase 58-60 per cent, coal extraction will increase about

48 per cent and the production of electric power about 16

per cent.

The mineral extracting industry will be developed at

rapid rates. In 1985 as against 1980, extraction of chromium
ore will increase about 29 per cent, of copper ore about 53

per cent, and iron-nickel about 2.5 times. The extraction of

phosphorites, quartzite, rock salt, marble blocks, dolomite,

olivmite, bauxite, magnesium, nickel-silicate, alabaster, etc;

will also be increased.

Ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy will be developed

rapidly; in 1985 as against 1980 production of rolled steels

will increase 76 per cent, carbonic ferro-chrome about 3 fold

and blister copper about 28 per cent.

The total production of the engineering industry
.

will

increase 43-45 percent, reconditioning of spare parts 54-56

per cent and the production of machinery and equipment 56-

58 per cent.

In 1985 the production of the chemical industry will be

62-65 greater than in 1.980, that of the building materials in-

dustry 20-22 per cent, of the timber and paper industry 22-24

per cent, of the light industry 38-40 per cent, of the food

industry 23-25 per cent.

Agriculture will proceed more rapidly on the road of

intensification of production. Production of bread grain re-

mains the principal task in this five-year plan, too. Over the

5 years it will increase about 20 per cent in comparison with

the 6th Five-year Plan. Production of industrial crops will
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also increase rapidly. Average annual production of sugar-beet

will increase 41-44 per cent, sun-flower 56-58 per cent, cotton

55^8, and tobacco 46-49 per cent. Special importance will be

given to increasing production of potatoes, vegetables and dry

beans.
Animal products will also increase at rapid rates. In

1985 as against 198-0 milk production will increase 30-32 per

cent, meat 53-55 per cent, eggs 50-52 per cent and wool 34-

36 per cent.

The area planted to fruit trees will be further extended.

Over the five years of the 7th Five-year Plan the production

of pip and stone fruit will increase 38-40 per cent, grapes 41-

44 per cent, citrus fruit 43-45 per cent and olives 68-70 per

cent as against the 6th Five-year Plan.

Another 50-51 • thousand hectares will be added to the

area under irrigation and 26 thousand hectares of virgin land

will.be broken in.

The national income will increase at rapid rates. In 1985

the fund of accumulation will increase 74-76 per cent as

against 1980. The volume of investments during the 7th Five-

year Plan will increase 22-24 per cent. About 74 ner cent of

the total volume of investments will be used for the develop-

ment of industry and agriculture.

During the 7th Five-year Plan 46-48 per cent of the

increase of industrial production and 42-44 per cent of the

increase of the volume of construction-installation work will

be secured from the increase in labour productivity.

About 50 thousand flats will be built
,

by the state during

the 7th Five-vear Plan. Likewise, construction materials will

be made available for the cooperativist peasantry to build

31 thousand houses.

In 1985 as against 1980, the number of students attending

the higher schools will increase 24 per cent, while the number
of pupils attending full-time secondary school will increase

about 46 per cent.

Art, physical culture and sports will be further developed

with greater mass participation in them.

The health service will also be further developed.

The technical-scientific revolution will be developed and

deepened in all branches of the economy and culture on the

basis of the Marxist-Leninist policy and world outlook of the

Party.
The socialist relations of production will be further im-
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proved. The socialist property will be further strengthened,

especially in the countryside. The relations of distribution

will be further improved through the application of the so-

cialist principle of remuneration according to the quantity and

quality of the work done.

Advantages of the planned management

of the economy

The planned development ensures the national economy

a marked superiority not only over the semi-feudal economy

our country had in the past, but also over that of the most

developed capitalist countries.

The people's economy is directed to satisfying the needs

of society as a whole and not to seeking profit. Competition

and anarchy of production being non-existent, the planned

development of the economy in Albania is based on the de-

velopment of science and technology serving the needs of the

national economy.
Planning, as a method of management, ensures a con-

tinuous development of the people's economy at accelerated

rates. The people's economy does not experience the economic

crises which ravage the economies of other countries perio-

dically drawing them into regression and inflicting great ma-

terial damage on society. Unlike what happens in the capital-

ist countries where there is a cyclical development of the

economy and crises recur periodically, the people's economy

in Albania develops at high rates according to the propor-

tion fixed by the state, in conformity with the law of the

planned development of the national economy and the fun-

damental economic law of socialism.

The high rates of development are an objective neces-

sity dictated by the need to eliminate the technical and

economic backwardness inherited from the past as quickly

as possible, to accelerate the rate of development of the

productive forces and bring it into conformity with the so-

cialist relations of production so as to ensure the raising

of the well-being of the working masses.

Even in recent years when Albania has built a powerful

economic base, the rates of development have remained high.

Average annual growth rates 2 to 3 times higher than the
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rate of natural increase of the population, which is one of

the highest in the world, is the main characteristic of the

industrial development of Albania.

Such high rates of development naturally have the

effect of pushing Albanian industrial production to propor-

tions beyond any comparison with the past.

It should be mentioned that Albania surpasses a .good

number of countries, in the rate of industrial expansion.

Under the people's power, industrial expansion rates have

been double the average annual world rate and three times

higher than the rates of certain developed capitalist coun-

trios

During this same period, socialist agriculture also de-

veloped rapidly. It is note-worthy -that, despite the extreme

backwardness Albania inherited from the past, today it has

surpassed the average world development rates.

Historical experience has refuted the theses that high

rates of development are typical of the first stage of indus-

trialization, and gradually decline in the subsequent stages.

The rapid development recorded in socialist Albania is

proof of the superiority of the socialist regime. This supe-

riority will make it possible in the future for Albania to

attain higher and higher peaks in its economic and cultural

development.
.

The harmonious development of the

national economy

The socialization of the means of production in Albania

resulted in the liquidation of the elements of the economic

life characteristic of bourgeois society, spontaneous fluctua-

tions of market prices, the rate of profit, the value of

shares, etc. which gave way to the harmonious development

of tn-e socialist economy. Under capitalism, where all pro-

cesses develop spontaneously, harmony is conceived in no

other form than as a blind means to be obtained and establish-

ed temporarily through the crises, disproportions, anar-

ehy, competition and disruption which are characteristic of

this system. In the socialist regime, the social ownership

of the means of production makes possible the conscious

preservation of the stability, continuity and dynamism of



252 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

these proportions. This is achieved, first and foremost, through

the planning of the people's economy.

The five-year plans ensure the proportional development

of the various branches of the people's economy as well as

of all the districts of the country. This is not just a static

balance, established through the various elements of repro-

duction, but an interlinking of these elements adapted to

the conditions and requirements of a given stage. Hence the

five-year plans comprise a dynamic balance. Consequently,

under the people's power, production of means of production

has increased more rapidly than that of goods for consump-

tion, accumulation more quickly than consumption, in-

dustry has developed more quickly than agriculture, the

development of certain elements and sectors of social -re-

production is accomplished more rapidly than that of cer-

tain others. All these factors constitute an objective
^

neces-

sity for the harmonious development of the people's eco-

nomy at the given stage.

The successes achieved in the development of industry

testify to the creation of a powerful material base and make

possible the transformation of Albania from an agricultural-

industrial' country to an industrial-agricultural country, then

to an industrial country with advanced agriculture. Along

with the increase of the productive capacities, these
_

suc-

cesses, also enable emphasis to be placed on the intensifica-

tion of agriculture based on modern technique and techno-

logical processes.

The main task in regard to industrial development in

the future remains the development of industrial production

and improvement of its structure, so that a multi-branched

industry relying mainly on advanced technology and a stable

local basis as regards the provision with raw materials is

created. Only such an industry can make possible the achie-

vement of short-term and long-term objectives of the indus-

trialization, thfc utilization, stage by stage, in a rational way
and with the maximum economic efficiency, of the various

natural resources of the country; the fulfilment of the es-

sential and most urgent needs of the national economy; the

systematic raising of the standard of living of the people and

the build-up of the defence capacity of the country.

The priority development of the means of production is

based on the process of continuous technical development,

on the expansion of the material and technical base, on the
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quantitative growth of the means of production used; on the

Sal modification of their structure and the multiplication

and renovation of their forms. This process has contributed

to the accelerated growth of the volume of production of

means of production compared to that of consumer goods^

The more rapid growth of means of production as com-

pared with consumer goods has been achieved in Albania as

fresulTof the increase -of the share of material expenditure

ln P
The

UC
rapM growth of productive accumulation remains

another factor of the high level of dynamism of socialist

reproduction and the priority development of means of pro-

dUCt
Sterting from the 3rd Five-year Plan, the fund of accumu-

lation has increased not only in absolute value but also in

Sn to the fund of consumption. In the historical cond

-

tions of the construction of socialism m the PSR ol m
banYa, the maintenance of a relatively high level of accumula-

tion is dictated by the need to accomplish as quickly as

PoTsibTe t£> tasks emerging from the stage of the comtfetac*

of th< construction of the material and technical base of

socialism, as well as the circumstances created by the ma-

terialist and revisionist economic blockade.
P

This tfa revolutionary line in the distribution and use

of theNational income. It fully responds to the necessity of

fchievinT the highest possible rates of development by care-

m\Y harmonizinl the long-term objectives with he immediate

tesks ThTs line is closel| linked with the vital necessity of

ettebiishTng an economy as self-sufficient as possible capable

of^optn^with all circumstances which may arise from he

rmrSfst and revisionist encirclement. The growth of the

ST^urnu^n and first of all ^ ^
cental of the national income are also dictated by the neea

,

Z overZne the economic backwardness inherited from he

nUt as auickly as possible. This is indispensable if the

P^ramK socialist industrialization, the co lectiviza ion

and
g™mcation of agriculture, the program of the complete

construction of the socialist society, is to be carried out
COnSt

T
r

hfrTcrease in accumulation, the maintenance of high

rates of thS increase, constitute an objective process dictated

hv the development in depth of the technical-scientific

SvoStion^SS is going on in 1*:^*f^^5
Sic of Albania today, by the acceleration of the rates ol
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construction of the material and technical base of socialism,

and by the need for a marked increase in the productivity

of labour. That is why the norm of accumulation in Albania

is so high. , . ,

It is the rapid development of socialist production whi.cn.

has made the growth in volume and the rate of increase of

accumulation both necessary and possible. The need for

funds, especially for productive funds has increased consi-

derably. And as we have pointed out in previous chapters,

this can be seen in the increase in the fundamental invest-

ments made in our national economy.

This increased accumulation constitutes a material and

financial base, not only for the increase of production but

also for the growth of consumption, a growth which results

in the improvement of the well-being of the people, In

fact, if accumulation and consumption are considered from

the angle of their reciprocal connection and not only for one

year but for a longer time, it turns out that the fund of

accumulation used in the course of several years is ma-

terialized in the growth of production and the national income,

consequently in the growth of material and financial values in

the successive years, a large part of which is used to raise

the material standard of living and the cultural level of the

people.

The question of proportion between the consumption

and accumulation funds has been always solved in Albania

through a judicious harmonization of the immediate and

long-term interests of the individual and general interests.

As a result of this policy, the big increase in the fund of

accumulation from one period to another and the rate of

accumulation have not entailed reduction of the fund of

consumption in absolute value or per head of population. On

the contrary, the increase in accumulation is accompanied

by the increase of the fund of consumption at a rate twice

as high as the rate of increase of the population and has

exerted a favourable influence in this direction.

The accumulation in itself is dictated by the long-term

interest and the general interest; this is why it is given

priority over increase in the fund of consumption.

The raising of the level of the material and cultural

life of the people is reflected in the increase of the real per

capita income which in 1970 was 20 per cent higher than

in 1960 and 17 per cent higher than in 1965, As regards the

Essential characteristics of the economic system

year 1975, it can be said that the target set by the 6th Con-
gress of the Party was successfully achieved and the dif-
ference in the incomes of the peasantry and the urban popula-
tion was further reduced. The rearper capita income in the
cities increased by 8.7 per cent, while in the countryside it

increased by 20.5 per cent.

During the 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980), when the
greatest economic, political, financial and energy crisis came
to a head in the bourgeois-revisionist countries, when the
rates of industrial production and utilization of productive
capacities showed a continuous fall and when price rises, unem-
ployment, inflation, etc. had reached unheard of proportions,
with us, in Albania, despite the savage imperialist-revisionist
blockade, the economy developed with success, always on the
rise, our currency remained strong, whereas prices never were
raised and never will; they remained stable even though
the state imported a series of articles at continuously higher
prices and the living standards of the people were not only
not affected but were improved to the degree the develop-
ment of the economy allowed.

The planned development of the economy in the PSR
of Albania ensures a gradual and proportional growth in
the main branches. The correct proportions must be pre-
served mainly between industry and agriculture, because
the development of the other branches of our national eco-
nomy also depends on their successful development.

A close interdependence exists between industry and
agriculture. The development of • the economy further ac-
centuates their interconnection and interdependence and at
the same time makes them more complex as they tend to
satisfy their mutual needs ever better. In these conditions,
it becomes even more necessary to set the- highest possible
rates of development of industry and agriculture as well as
sound proportions between them, so that they can satisfy
their own needs and those of the other branches of the
economy.

Under the people's power, industry develops more quickly
than agriculture, and this is explained by the leading role
of industry as the essential source of production of the ma-
terial goods which maintain the extended socialist reproduc-
tion.

The planned development of the national economy
permits the rational distribution of the productive forces,
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which makes it possible to satisfy the material needs ever

more completely.

The rational distribution of the productive forces; has

as its objective the ever more complete satisfaction of the

ever increasing material and cultural needs of all the work-

ing people of Albania." «Only a society which is capable of

establishing a harmonious union of the productive forces

in conformity with a unified, overall plan,» says Engels,

«makes possible the distribution of industry all over the

country, which is capable of enhancing its own development

and strength as well as the development of the other ele-

ments of production.^

Before Liberation the situation in this field was deplor-

able. For instance in 1938 the districts of Korga, Shkodra

and Tirana provided 45 per cent of the entire industrial and

agricultural production, while the districts of Dibra, Elba-

san, Fier, Kukes and Mat, the population of which was

equal to that of the three above-mentioned districts, provided

only 14 per cent of this production, or one third as much

as those three districts.

The construction of many new industrial establishments

during successive five-year plans permitted the harmonious

and proportional distribution of industry to all the districts

of the country.

Districts which were purely agricultural in the past are

now well known for their various industrial products.

In the district of Fier (southern Albania), Albanian geo-

logists have discovered important oil resources. Big plants

to refine oil, to produce nitrogenous fertilizers and urea for

use in agriculture; an important thermal power station and

other industrial establishments have been built in this di-

strict

In the district of Kruja (Central Albania), where the

only industry dn the, past was an oil press, such important

projects as a timber combine, a cement works, a chemical

fertilizer plant, etc. have been built. In the new industrial

town of Lac, work was completed on a copper smelting plant

and the extension of the granulated superphosphate plant.

Kukes, a mountainous district of Northern Albania, which

was one of the most backward districts of the country in

the past, has become well known for its wealth of minerals,

especially copper, which are utilized for the benefit of the

national economy.
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The need to gradually liquidate the great technical and

economic backwardness inherited from the past in most of

the districts of the country has been taken into account in

the geographical distribution of industry. This is why the

industrial output of the most backward regions of the coun-

try has increased at rates higher than the average for the

whole country, in the course of the five-year plans,
^

The development of industry and its judicious distribu-

tion over the whole country have changed the ratio between

the urban and rural populations. Today there are three times

as many towns as in 1938. Such new towns as Lag, Cemk,

Patos, Maliq, Memaliaj, Fushe^Kruja, Hubik, 'Bulqiza, Kurh-

nesh, <Ballsh, Bajram Curri, Corovoda, Prrenjas, Rreshen, etc.

have sprang up under the people's power.

The competent organs have paid special attention to the

rational distribution of agricultural crops and livestock breed-

ing in all the districts of the country, in conformity with the

climatic and soil conditions and the needs of the peoples

economy. Special importance is attached to the liquidation

of the monoculture character in agriculture. Nowadays, wheat,

maize, potatoes, different vegetables, lucerne, fodder and

industrial crops are cultivated in all districts of the country.

Scores of factories and plants have been built in many di-

stricts on the basis of agricultural raw materials. This road

will be followed in the future, too, according to the criterion

of building factories near the sites where agricultural raw

materials are produced and the centres where their products

are consumed.
.

The complex development of the productive forces m
the various districts of the country is one of the essential

characteristics of the development of the economy. The in-

vestments envisaged by the state ensure a still better distribu-

tion of industry in all the regions of the country.
(

Socialist cooperation

The planned management of the economy requires the

establishment of close collaboration between the various enter-

prises and between the various branches of the economy, in

order to realize socialist cooperation. Cooperation exists in the

capitalist countries, too, but its scope is very limited there

because of the domination of private ownership of the means

17 - 117 A
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of production and the struggle of competition. Hence in

those countries, cooperation has a spontaneous character. In

Albania, however, where social ownership of the means of

production prevails, and the people's economy develops ac-

cording to a plan, all the conditions have been created for

the establishment of close links of production between the

various enterprises and even -whole branches of the economy.

All the enterprises and branches of the economy are linked

with one another through a dense network of relations of

cooperation, without which the harmonious development and

progress of the economy are inconceivable.

Socialist cooperation in Albania is developed and strength-

ened along with the development of the people's economy.

It has been applied in different forms in industry, as well

as in handicraft, between one and the other, between industry,

agriculture and other sectors. These forms of cooperation

have already advanced greatly. After 1967, they developed to

a higher stage of cooperation, to a complex cooperation

which made possible the local production of many compli-

cated machines, assembly lines and even factories and plants.

The present stage of cooperation is characterized by a higher

level of connection, not only within the various branches

of industry but also between all the sectors of the national

economy: of industry with agriculture, transport, construc-

tion, with the sectors of teaching and education, etc.

In the years of the people's power, the collectivization of

agriculture is reflected by the establishment of big agricul-

tural enterprises dn the Albanian countryside, creating the

premises for cooperation in this branch of the economy also.

In the agricultural cooperatives, the means of production are

common property, and it is on this basis that cooperation and

collaboration is carried on in a comradely spirit/ Socialist co-

operation in the agricultural cooperatives is based on the com-

mon labour and the common ownership of the means of pro-

duction. Thanks to' this - cooperation, Albanian agriculture has

advanced, the people have been revolutionized, the old rela-

tions and methods of work used in backward, fragmented

peasant holdings in which the petty-bourgeois sentiments of

small-scale ownership, anarchy in production and the fluc-

tuation of a capitalist market predominated, have been

liquidated; in a word, the narrow interests of the family eco-

nomy, the interests of private capital with all. its inherent evils,
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have been replaced by cooperation between the various

branches of the agricultural economy.

The development of cooperation within the different

sectors of the agricultural cooperatives parallels the develop-

ment of their economy, the raising of the living standards of

the cooperative members, the narrowing of differences bet-

ween the city and the countryside. The united cooperatives,

as big agricultural economies, are gradually organizing the

local production of a series of products urgently needed in

rural life, based on residues from crop production, developing

handicrafts to ensure not only repairs to work tools but also

the manufacture of clothing, furniture, the production of

building materials, etc. This cooperation gives a new impulse

to material, cultural and moral life in the socialist coun-

tryside. .

. Apart from this, in the years of the people's power, the

cooperation between agriculture and animal husbandry has

been strengthened. They are branches of the same economic

trunk and one cannot do without the other. This . cooperation

existed previously in the small private economies but the

collectivization of agriculture developed it to a higher level,

put it on a scientific course on the basis of the respective laws

of developmet and organization, on the basis of new socialist

norms.
Only the socialist system creates the possibilities for

larger-scale, proper cooperation between industry and agri-

culture. These two main branches of material production are

interdependent. With the development of the economy, the

links and relations of interdependence between industry and

agriculture become more evident and more complex, because

of the development of these two branches themselves and

their activity to satisfy their constantly growing needs better.

If in the past Albanian industry provided agriculture with only

a few simple tools, and those in insufficient quantities, in

these recent 20 years especially, the consolidation of its leading

role enabled industry to ensure more adequate supplies of

implements, chemical fertilizers, fuel, building materials, etc.

for agriculture. On the other hand, the accomplishment of the

tasks of agriculture enabled it to provide larger quantities

of raw materials for the light and food industry and satisfy

the needs of the population better.

The socialist cooperation in Albania has had a favourable

influence on the progress of technique, on the introduction ot
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modern machinery on an ever larger scale, on the application

of advanced technology and the mechanization of production.

It makes possible a more rational exploitation of the industrial

resources of various' regions, the reduction of transport costs

and increased productivity of social labour.

The increase of the economic potential of

the natural resources

Since the first years of the establishment of the people's

power, the plans for the development of the people's eco-

nomy were aimed at eliminating the baneful consequences of

the activity of the foreign monopolies which had turned Al-

bania into an economic appendage of their metropolises and

a source of raw materials. One of the principal objectives of

these plans has been and remains the establishment and

consolidation of a powerful, independent economy as a result

of the raising of the level of processing, and consequently,

the value of industrial products and mineral and agricultural

raw materials, through extension of the treatment of natural

resources. The rational utilization of natural resources and
agricultural products in Albania is carried out in a planned

way. The long-term plans of -economic development envisage

the discovery of new ore and fuel deposits, the introduction

of these products as well as new agricultural products in the

economic circulation and enhancing their value by pro-

cessing them within the country. Within three decades, a

new processing industry has been built on the basis of the

abundant natural underground riches of Albania and the

agricultural raw materials of the country.

The development of the processing industry, m harmony
with that of the extracting industry, has considerably increased

the economic effectiveness of investments in equipment and

the activity of the various branches of production.

The higher level of processing primary products locally

is reflected first of all in the Albanian market. Whereas in

the past Albania imported almost all types of industrial goods

from abroad, nowadays we see the list of its exports growing

longer and longer. The build-up of the economic capacity and

greater utilization of the national resources serve to support the

policy of the people's power of increasing exports and reducing
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imports to the degree permitted by the concrete conditions

of the economic development of the country.

The establishment of the processing industry and, conse-

quently, the raising of the level of processing industrial pro-

ducts and primary products of mineral and agricultural origin

has resulted in a considerable increase in the value of these

products. At the same time, this policy guarantees a long

period of rapid and continuous development of the national

economy in general and the processing industry in particular.

Thanks to the construction of new industrial projects and
the improvement of the existing ones, the rational utilization

of natural . resources and agricultural primary products will

be raised to an even higher level in the future stages of the

socialist construction in Albania." The development of the

heavy extracting and processing industry in extension and
depth remains one of the essential characteristics of the

industrial development of Albania for the future, too.

On this basis, a wide-ranging program of measures aimed
at exploiting and processing the mineral . resources, fuels and
the hydro-power resources of the country, in the most com-
plete and advantageous way possible with the aim of in-

creasing their economic effectiveness, by processing them
within the country, has been applied.

A big metallurgical combine has been built in Elbasan.

With the commissioning of this combine,, considerable quan-
tities of iron-nickel ore for the production of rolled steel and
other valuable products are processed within the country.

A modern oil refinery has been built in Ballsh. This plant

enables us to go over to deep, complex processing, and refining

of oil by-products by complicated chemical processes.

The chemical industry is a typical example of the higher

level of utilization and processing of the natural resources

of the country. Based on the raw materials and natural re-

sources of the country, the chemical industry provides the

economy with sulphuric acid, chemical, fertilizers, soda ash

and caustic soda, oil plants,~ pharmaceutical products, urea, etc.

The FVC, the pesticides, etc. increased their range of pro-

ducts.

The vigorous development of heavy industry and espe-

cially of the branches which use large amounts "of electric

power, for their technological processes, requires considerable

amounts of electric power. This is the road which ensures a
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more complete and efficient utilization of Albanian natural re-

sources of useful minerals and hydro power.

The development of the chemical industry and of ferrous

and non-ferrous metallurgy constitutes one of the essential

directions for the intensive development of industry and the

socialist economy; not only does it permit the bringing into

economic circulation of a larger quantity of the natural re-

sources of the country, but it also leads to more complete

and efficient realization of their economic value with a view

to increasing production, improving the structure of industry

and augmenting the income of the state The development of

these branches of heavy industry has had a positive influence

on our trade balance, freeing the Albanian economy from the

need to import a series of essential products. On the other

hand, by improving the structure and increasing the effective-

ness of our exports, it opens up new prospects for increased

agricultural production, for the advance of the construction

and transport industries and, more generally, of the branches

of industry producing consumer goods.

The successes achieved in Albania in the rational utiliza-

tion of natural resources and agricultural raw materials testify

to the great possibilities created by the socialist regime for a

small country, which, relying on its own forces, vigorously

develops its ever more independent national economy serving

as a basis for the continuous raising of the standard of living

of the masses.

The planned development of new technology

Before Liberation, the number of enterprises with some

level of modern technical equipment represented no more than

1.39 per cent of the total number of handicraft enterprises

and workshops, while the number of workers employed there

comprised only 6.62 per cent of the total number of workers.

This was inevitable. Imports of machinery in the period 1929-

1938 represented only 2.46 per cent of the total value of im-

ports. On the other hand, the production of machinery and

equipment within the country was out of the question. This

deplorable situation is explained by the fact that the bour-

geoisie, both local and foreign, which controlled the national

economy made great profits out of the exploitation of the very
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cheap labour force and showed not the least interest in tech-

nical development.
Under capitalism, machinery is used, as Marx has said,

«as a means to produce surplus value», and consequently its

sphere of application and the efficiency of its utilization are

determined by the role it plays in increasing the surplus

value and profit.

Besides, the introduction of new equipment in the capital-

ist system entails drastic consequences for the ordinary work-

ers, raising the level of unemployment, intensifying the

exploitation of the workers, deepening the general impoverish-

ment of the working class. Thus under capitalism, the workers

themselves are not at all interested in the introduction of ma-
chinery.

The introduction of advanced technical equipment in so-

cialist Albania has effects of a totally different character

from those it has in the capitalist economy. The development

and constant improvement of the technical equipment in our

national economy constitutes the material basis for the rapid

increase of productivity, for the expansion of production and

the improvement of working conditions, for the gradual

freeing of workers and peasants from heavy manual work.

It is the basis for the future elimination of unqualified work,

for the introduction on an ever larger scale of elements of

intellectual work into manual work, which will result in the

reduction of the essential differences between intellectual and

manual work, between industry and agriculture, between town

and countryside.

The development and improvement of technical equip-

ment in the (People's Socialist Republic of Albania are plan-

ned. The state plan for the development of the people's eco-

nomy defines both the level of production for the given period,

and the means which ,
will help achieve this level of produc-

tion.

The plans for technological development envisage the ap-

plication of new equipment, raising the level of mechaniza-

tion, the introduction of new technological processes, mastering

the production of new products, scientific research work, etc.

The plan for the production of new products includes a

list of new types of machinery, equipment, spare parts, me-

chanisms, consumer goods and other materials which the

enterprises and each branch of industry, in particular, are to

produce on the basis of the tasks assigned to them by the
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higher organs, as well as the list of products to be improved,

the time-limits with which practical production of these new

products is to commence, their efficiency and the measures

to be taken to ensure that these objectives are achieved.

The plan of scientific-research' work is of the greatest

importance in -technical development . and special attention

is paid in this plan to the progressive introduction of the new

technology.

The perfecting of technology in Albania is achieved in

two main ways: first, the construction and commissioning
_

of

new enterprises and projects on the basis of advanced equip-

ment and technology, second, expansion of the productive ca-

pacities, the modernization and re-equipment of existing

plants, factories and workshops.

The planned development of technical progress in Al-

bania is 'carried out in two main directions: the mechaniza-

tion and automation of work processes, the electrification of

production, and the greatest possible utilization of various

chemical processes . in production, etc.

The high rates of technical progress in the People's So-

cialist' Republic of Albania have made it possible to replace

manual work with simple machinery and systems of machi-

nery. Simple and complex mechanization have been applied

in various sectors; production has been automated in many
enterprises, where the role of the worker is limited to super-

vising and controlling the functioning of the machines and

ensuring their technical efficiency.

The large-scale mechanization of principal and auxiliary

processes in the oil industry is an example which reflects the

continuous technical progress of our national economy. Con-

siderable successes have been achieved in this field in the

mining sector in general where all sorts of machinery are

used (electric drills, jack hammers, conveyers, electric tran-

sport, automatic loaders), and many other .types of equipment

and machinery.

The high rates of construction work and the construction

of giant modern projects is inconceivable without a very high

level of mechanization in construction and installation, pro-

cesses. Instruments, machinery and equipment of the most

modern technology are used in the different construction sites

around the country. Several processes are completely me-

chanized. The expansion of mechanization of production is
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aimed at reducing the number of jobs requiring heavy manual

labour and increasing those linked with the use of machinery.

The collectivization of agriculture, the great expansion of

the machine and tractor
,

stations, the equipping of them and

the agricultural enterprises with modern machinery are im-

portant factors which led to the planned growth of the trac-

tion power in agriculture. The number of tractors and other

agricultural machines has increased from year to year.

The marked rise in the technical level of large-scale

mechanized production, the introduction of new advanced

technology in all branches of the people's economy, the

vigorous development of the productive forces are illustrated

by the increase in the installed capacity of the power stations

and the production of electric power.

The rates of growth of the production of electric power

in the course of successive five-year plans have been con-

stantly higher than the rate of growth of total industrial

production. The construction of major power projects has re-

sulted in a considerable increase in electric power production

as compared with the past. In 1979, the electric power pro-

duced was 322 times greater than in 1938.

The bulk of the electric power has been and always will

be used for productive purposes. It should be stressed that

electric power is used not only to drive the machines
,

and

other equipment of industry and other branches of the eco-

nomy, but more and more in the technological processes, and

this tends to raise the technical level of production.

The electrification of the entire country opens up broad

prospects for the utilization of electric power in agriculture

especially.

The chemical industry, a new branch of the Albanian na-

tional economy, is taking its initial, but confident steps. Pro-

duction increased by 493 per cent in 1979, as against 1938. This

industry has broad prospects for development. In order to

meet the ever-increasing needs of the Albanian economy for

chemical products, a whole_series of new chemical plants has

been and will be built. The development of the chemical

industry enables the ever more extensive use of chemical

methods in the oil refining industry, in the timber, copper,

light and food industries.

Plants for the enrichment of copper, chromium, phospho-

rites and other minerals have also been built. Some plants for
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the production of chemicals to be used in the production of

plastic products, aniline dyes, lacquers, pharmaceutical pro-

ducts, etc. have 'been built.

The successes of the chemical industry open up broad

prospects for a more complete utilization of primary products

of animal or plant origin and increased production of them.

The development of the chemical industry opened the

way to the extensive use of chemical products in agriculture.

In 1979, the production of phosphatic fertilizers was 1.6 times

greater and that of amonium nitrate fertilizers was 6.4 times

greater than in 1967. Chemicals are employed for the protec-

tion of harvested and standing crops, as well as forest assets

against various diseases and pests.

One of the characteristics of the technical progress of the

Albanian people's economy is that it is based more and more

on the country's own forces. To this end, great importance

has been attached to the development of the engineering in-

dustry which is first of all required to produce spare parts

and repair the many machines used in industry, agriculture,

transport, construction, etc. and which has now been charged

with the serial production of machines, implements and

equipment required by various branches of the national eco-

nomy. The establishment of this solid base of the engineering

industry made it possible for Albania to turn out in 1979

444 times as much machinery, instruments and spare parts

as in 1938. And the output of the engineering industry in

1979 was 19.4 times greater than in 1960 as regards spare

parts and 206 times greater as regards machines and equip-

ment. Thus 95 per cent of the needs of the national economy

for spare parts were met with local products. The engineering

industry^ produces almost all the necessary implements for

agriculture. It produces tractors and supplies nearly all types

of spare parts for them in the required quantities, produces

various agricultural machinery, harvesting and threshing ma-
chines, blowers, cultivators, maize husking machines, manure
spreaders, pumps, etc. -

The deepening of the technical-scientific revolution has

given a new impulse to technical progress. The large-scale

participation of the masses of the people in this field, the

many innovations and rationalizations they have made indicate

their great interest in everything to do with the application

of new technology. This interest is understandable, because

this progressive process, far from threatening them with being
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tnrown out of work, as occurs in the capitalist countries,

increases the social product and consequently raises the stan-

dard of living of the population and improves working condi-

tions. •

'

The concentration of production and

its advantages

The development of the socialist economy in the People's

Socialist Republic of Albania is based on large-scale pro-

duction which, as is known, offers a number of advantages

over smaller-scale production.

In the capitalist countries, the concentration of produc-

tion brings big supplementary profits to the millionaires and

billionaires, and operates spontaneously through the rate of

profit and the struggle of competition. This process is inten-

sified especially during economic crises, when thousands of

small, middle-size, and even large enterprises gc- bankrupt

and are gobbled up by the big monopolies.

One of the characteristics of the development of the

economy in the PSRA is the high level of the concentration

of production, the accentuated specialization as well as the

establishment of rational economic and productive links

between the various enterprises and branches of the eco-

nomy. As a result, the level of socialization of production is

raised, the working class is concentrated in larger economic

and productive units
,
and the workers are united by relations

of mutual help and socialist cooperation.

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the steady

rise in the level of concentration of production which is

based on the continuous technical progress, the extension of

mechanization and electrification, is brought about in a plan-

ned way. Notable successes have been achieved in this field.

Immediately after Liberation, the people's state power

took important measures to revive what little industry was

inherited from- the past; in a relatively short time, small units

were grouped into- larger units, especially the oil-presses,

weaving mills, small hosiery shops, engineering workshops,

etc. Later, by special decisions of the government, direct

concentrations or transfers of various activities from one

enterprise to another, for the same aim of concentration, were
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carried out. Concentrations of this kind were carried out in

the period 1954-1955, when a certain number of small in-

dustrial enterprises such as printing shops, mechanical repair

workshops, etc. were grouped into larger units. The refurnishing

of the existing enterprises and supplying them with technical

equipment likewise contributed to the industrial concentra-

tion. These measures resulted in the growth of the productive

capacity of these enterprises. The volume of production and
the number of workers increased many times over. The
people's economy benefited greatly from these changes.

However, the concentration of production in Albania

increased mainly as a result of the construction of new in-

dustrial enterprises. The new establishments were charac-

terized by a high level of concentration of production. Some
examples will suffice to illustrate this : the output of the

textile combine in Berat alone is higher than the total in-

dustrial output of 1938.

Today, the Memaliaj mine supplies more coal in one
week than the whole country produced in 1938. The produc-

tion of the building materials combine in Tirana exceeds the

total quantity of building materials produced in 1938.

The complete collectivization of agriculture resulted in

the liquidation of small-scale production in this sector, too,

and in its replacement with big advanced economies. Now there

are more than 50 agricultural enterprises with over 3,000

hectares each. In the oooperativist sector, the process of re-

grouping agricultural cooperatives for the establishment of

big economic units is followed. The united cooperatives today

have- nearly 1,100 hectares of land each. The area they cul-

tivated in 1979 covered 75.8 per cent of the arable land. .

The higher degree of concentration and specialization of

production is accompanied by higher output, as a result of

the more rational utilization of working means, implements,

and the labour force in the processes of production and in

services.

The productivity of labour

The short- or long-term plans of development constitute

the program of the concentration of the forces and resources

of the society with a view to the development of the pro-

ductive forces. However, the people involved are the de-
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cisive factor determining the kind of development of these

forces and the success of these plans. The successful fulfil-

ment of the five-year plans in Albania is conditioned by the

continuous increase in the productivity of social labour.

As Lenin has pointed out,, in the final analysis, the pro-

ductivity of labour is the most important and essential fac-

tor for the triumph of socialism. It is the index of the ef-

ficiency and usefulness of the work done by each worker,

and of the quantity of products this .worker turns out in a

given time.

All social systems aim at increasing production. Its con-

stant growth is an economic necessity. The fate of the system

itself depends on it. The problem of the increase in the pro-

ductivity of labour arises in the capitalist countries too.

However, the rate of growth of this productivity and its level

depend not only on the level of development of the pro-

ductive forces, but also on the character of the relations of

production. The capitalist is not interested in the increase in

the productivity of labour when this is not accompanied by

an increase in his profits. The increase of the productivity

of labour in the capitalist countries is largely the result of

the expansion of forms of intensive labour, in other words,

the intensive exploitation of the workers.

In Albania, on the contrary, the increase of the pro-

ductivity of labour -has a different purpose and a very dif-

ferent character. The high rates of development of the eco-

nomy and the improvement of living standards of the working
masses in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania are di-

rectly dependent on the increase on the productivity of labour.

The increase of productivity permits increased accumulation
to be allocated to the construction of new projects and impro-
vement of the technology of production.

The working masses are interested in systematically

raising the productivity of labour, because this increase per-

mits society to produce greater quantities of goods per head
of population, and consequently to satisfy the ever growing
needs of the people better.

The prevailing social system in Albania creates unlimited

possibilities for the continuous increase of labour productivity.

The level of labour productivity also has a direct in-

fluence on other technical and economic indices of produc-

tion and first of all directly on reducing the cost of produc-
tion, which results in the increase of the fund of accumula-
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tion and, consequently, in acceleration of the, rates of so-

cialist construction, on the one hand, and reduction of prices

of consumer goods, as well as in raising the standard of

living of the working masses, on the other hand.

The socialist system creates the possibilities for an un-

interrupted rise in this productivity. This is of vital impor-

tance for the fate of the system of the People's Socialist Repu-

blic of Albania. Albania is advancing on the road of socialism

and communism and the rapidity with which it forges ahead

depends on the level of efficiency of labour, consequently on

the rate of increase of its productivity.

In 1985 as against 1980, the productivity of labour m
industry and constuction will increase 13-15 per cent and

14-16 per cent respectively.

C ha.pt er t hre e

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRY

The fruits of creative work

Albania has favourable conditions for the development

of industry. Tn the past, however, the political and social

conditions of the country hindered this development. If we
go back to ancient times it appears that a mining industry

existed in our country then. This emerges from the testimony

of many historians of antiquity ,^ notably Herodotus, Strabo,

and Pliny Ir. Their works inform us that the Illyrians and

the Pirusts in particular, (an Illyrian tribe living in Mirdita

and Dukagjin) were very skilful in quarrying and working

metals. Under the Ottoman occupation however, the mining

industry declined to the point of complete extinction. It was

only near the end of the 19th century that the Ottoman govern-

ment granted a French capitalist company a concession to

exploit the bitumen mines of Selenica (Vlora).

After the proclamation of independence (1912) the ex-

ploitation of a few small mines began and in the same

period, especially during the First World War, the first pro-

specting work was undertaken by foreign geologists.

Without the least hesitation the feudal-bourgeois regime

granted concessions for the prospecting and exploitation of

the mineral resources of the country to foreign capital, which

grabbed large areas of land with the aim of exploiting its

riches. The objective of the foreign capitalists was not only

to exploit the underground resources of Albania and to reap
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the greatest possible profits, but also to colonize the entire

country. „ .

In 1925 a secret struggle was waged between the f^eign

companies for the seizure of all the mineral resources of the

country, especially oil. Two years later, just two companies,

Z Italian oil company AIPA and the bitumen^company

SMSA (Italian Mineral Company of Selenica, Albania)^ re-

mained masters of the terrain. Concessions were

various Italian companies for the exploitation of other mines,

including coal, copper, chromium, and other mines. After tne

occupation of Albania by Italian -fascism, te^P-
became the masters of the entire economic life of the coun

trv •

'

The other branches of industry developed much later in

Albania. During the centuries of Ottoman occupaton Al-

bania remained very backward with only handicraft industry,

fee peasant produced for himself nearly everything neces-

sary to him and his family. It was only about the end of the

19th century that a flour mill was built in Durres and a

weaving mill for belts in Shkodra. Later, many small tanneries

~fP factories, as well as waWriven flour mil s and

a few primitive presses to produce olive oil were built.

Industry made some progress in Albania after the proc-

lamation of independence and especially after the First World

Some small factories of a local character such as small

flour mUls, soap-works, tanneries and cigarette factories were

bum during tL period. When the country was occupied

there were 100 small- or medium- sized factories in Albania and

a few small power-stations. The factories produced mainly

foodstuffs, some clothing and building materials. It goes

without saying that the industry of this period was far from

able to satisfy the needs of the country.
_

The situation in industry deteriorated during, the fasc-

ist occupation. The influx of goods from overseas further

weaS industry, and it fell into almost complete stagna-

tion A good number of the existing factories were destroyed,

while the remainder were gravely damaged.

After Liberation, all branches of the national economy,

including industry, (made rapid progress.
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Growth of total industrial output

(in times)

!

1938 * 1950 1 1970 1980

Total industrial output 1 4.1 . 64 131

Albania a mosaic of lights

Fifty years ago, on April 20, 1930, the newspaper, «Arbe-

ria» wrote: ^According to local opinion the lighting of Shko-

dra with electricity, judging from the way this problem has

been treated and its vicissitudes, is virtually impossible.*

Similar opinions existed all over the country.

Albania is rich in hydro-power resources ; the annual

run-off of water per square kilometre is 1,120,000. m3 or 35.6

litres a second per km2
, while in Norway, which ranks first

in the world as regards its hydro potential, the annual flow

is 1,130,000 m3 or 36 litres a second per km2
. The exploitable

potential of the two main rivers of the country, the Drin and

the Vjosa, is 10 billion of kW hours, or 5,000 kW hours per

head of population and 360,000 kW hours per square kilometre.

As a comparison the total hydro-power potential of the rivers

of France is 1,400 kW hours per head of population and

110,000 kW hours per square kilometre, in Italy it is .1,100

kW hours per head of population and 182,500 kW hours

per square kilometre, in Bulgaria it is 2,600 kW hours per

head of population and 191,000 kW hours per square 'kilo-

metre, v „ .

The abundance of hydro-power resources in Albania

creates favourable conditions for their exploitation with

technico-economic indices, such as cost per kW of installed

capacity, cost per kW of power produced, construction and

installation costs, etc., much more advantageous than those

of many other countries of the world. Despite these favourable

conditions, before Liberation Albania was a country where

the pine torch and the candle prevailed. The first power

station in Albania was built by a foreign company in Tirana

in 1927. Ten years later, on the eve of> the occupation of the

IB - 117 A
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country by fascist Italy, Albania had 12 power stations
,

m
all w«h 1 total .capacity of 3,391 kW. Only ten cites had

electric power supplies, while the electrification of the coun-

tryside wis not e?en: dreamed of. In 1938 the ^tal q«

.

of electric power generated m Albania was 9,315,UU0 KW

teX the Liberation the electrification of the country

was eiven special importance. An electric power industry

was built in a very short period.-A series of hydro and thenno-

power stations were built and commenced generation
P

The characteristic feature of the developmen apd^
solidation of the energy base of the country is that m all tne

rT4-year plans of the
8
economic and cultural development of

the countrV the average annual rate of increase in Jhe
,

pro-

duction of electric power has been higher than that, of ih-

*S' production'Thus, while electric power

in 1960 had- increased 20.9 fold against 1938, m 1979 it

toCre
Du^nfthe^years, the cadres for the .electee power sec-

tor, who are now capably running the electric power enter-

mlseT and leading the construction of new projects have been

SSght,
.

specialized and trained, both in schools and in prac-

tlCe

'The socialist system has made possible the application

of a series of important principles, the influence of winch

has bSn to accelerate thereto of development of the Re-
duction of electric power. These principles are: he planned

development of the electric power sector and the priority

g^enTthis sector in comparison with the other sectors of

indStrv- the concentration of electric power generation in

reSS powerful stations and the elimination of uneconomic

smaSe production of power; the construction of power

stations using locally produced fuels such as coal, gas and

furnaS oil; the exploitation of hydro-power resources; the

regwuptag of power stations in a unified system; the jud™
WmStion of the construction of hydro-electric and ther-

SSS^ which, functioning, in a unifled energy system

complement one another, ensure uninterrupted power sup-

pffarTbring indisputable advantages to the people's econ-

the basis of >these successes, it was decided
1
in 1967

that toe electrification- of the country would be «™P^d,
™t 5n 1985 as envisaged in the long-term plan, but on No-

vember 8 1971.^his decision, which reflected the wishes o£
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the entire people, impelled the masses to mobilize their forces

in a self-sacrificing project of gigantic proportions. This task

was completed ahead of schedule and socialist Albania was
transformed into a mosaic of lights. on October 20, 1970.VThe
march of the lights during these three years was carried on

at an unprecedented pace. In three years (1988-1970), electric

power supplies were extended to 1,759 villages. In this period

1,995 transformer cabins, 37 hydro-power stations, and 14

diesel stations were built. Internal installations were made in

140,768 houses and socio-cultural institutions, while 20,574

kilometres of high and low tension lines were installed. For

this purpose, 4.198 tons of wire for external lines, 51,200

reinforced concrete poles and 433,770 timber poles were used.

The electrification of the entire country is a great victory

for the Albanian people. Albania has left behind many coun-

tries which have been using electric power for more than a

century.

The rural electrification creates great possibilities for

large-scale use of this form of energy in agriculture.

The electrification of the country and the vigorous de-

velopment of (the electric power industry are not only useful,

but indispensable. The development of the productive forces

and the material -and technical base of socialism, and later

of communism, are inconceivable without the electrification

of the country. Hence the Party of Labour of Albania has at-

tached great importance to the rapid development of the

power industry in Albania.

The increased number of generating stations has given

rise to the need for linking these stations together in order

to co-ordinate their activity through the creation of a single

control system. Today the network of 6 kilovolt high tension'

lines covers the whole territory of Albania with a density

of one kilometre of line per square kilometre. A modern
distribution centre with advanced equipment has been built

to regulate the supply of power over the whole system.

Today, the electric power system extends over almost the

entire territory of the country and supplies energy not only

to the important industrial centres but also to the most

remote regions. This energy which is an indispensable and

vital element for economic and cultural development, is not

only distributed to every corner of the country to enliven

the activity of man and to lessen the burden of hard work,

but is also exported to other countries.
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The development of the fuel industry

Albania is rich in oil, natural gas and coal. In the years

after Liberation this important branch of industry has made

great progress in the context of the policy of building an econ-

omy as independent » P°s*ible
>

which aims
^
at
ft"™?

™*Z
the country everything possible, that can be taken from its

n^W resources and which is necessary for the construction

°f
"Thfmost important oil fields were those of Kucova

(today Stalin City) and (Patos. The former had been exploited

to a long time. In the Patos field, on the contrary, prospect

work started in 1939. After Liberation, in order to increase

STjcSon, new wells were drilled, modern equipment

wasUntroduced for well drilling and refining oil and atjta

same time research work and prospecting for new oil-Helds

^ProSS'for new oil and natural gas fields has now

been es ablishld on completely scientific foundations. Wide-

scale use is made of advanced and efficient methods based

mi seismology and gravimetry, and -studies on various su-

Wcts have been conducted. Drilling technology has been

mastered Ind deep wells have been drilled, while he industry

has been re-equipped with powerful modern drilling rigs

17a result, Sew oil-fields have been discovered and the

proven mdustrial reserves of oil and natural g^e con-

siderably increased. Thus the hindering concepts
_
of the

foreign specialists, who denied that our oil industry had any

'Sects for development, above all, that reserves m the

Cm of fields of an older origin could exist, have been refuted

GeXgkal research has also resulted in the discovery of

rich -dSc&B of methane gas, which, when used extosrveby

in industry creates possibilities for making considerable savings

in
^ef"elibLuo'n °our oil was refined abroad. The Italian

capitalist company AIPA processed alV^ ™J^«*g5
in Albania in Italian refineries, mainly at Livorno. Jjunng

he^mtion, the invaders built three small distillenes m
MbaniaTor their military needs, but they seriously damaged

•^ before their military defeat by the National Libera-

•Hon Armv, in November 1944.
. , .

After Liberation, the oil workers quickly restored the

damaged distilleries. In 1947, two plants for the exploitation
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of bitumen and later, the refinery a^ Cerrik and the oil re-

fineries at Stalin City and Fier as well as the deep oil-proces-

sing plant of Ballsh, were built.

Today the modern oil-processing plants with advanced

technology turn out petrol, diezel oil, lubricating oils, various

kinds of refined petroleum products, fuels, solvents, a whole

range of bitumen products and many others. Thus, from an

importer of oil by-products in 'the past, Albania has become

an exporter of these products.

The construction and commissioning of the plant tor me
complete processing of oil at Ballsh marked a new important

quantitative and qualitative advance in the oil processing in-

dustry. This plant, with its modern cracking and catalysis

equipment, turns out products of high quality. On the other

hand, this plant provides important basic materials for the

development of the petrochemical industry- in the near future.

In our country 'the development of the oil industry is

in harmony with the continuous development of the economy,

and this contributes to the transformation of Albania from

an agricultural-industrial country into an industrial-agricul-

tural country, as well as to strengthening the independence

of our economy. This is precisely one of the characteristics

of the development of the Albanian economy, and of the oil

industry in particular, which ensures the stability of our

economy and prevents it from suffering fluctuations m its

continuous development. This is why, even in the conditions

when the energy and economic-financial crisis has the capital-

ist world in its grip, our economy is developing as planned.

Albania has rich deposits of coal. In recent years new

deposits have been discovered and new mines have been

brought into production especially in Central Albania. Like

all the other branches of the economy, the coal industry ha$

also made considerable progress. Here are some significant

figures: , .
«

Growth of the coal industry

(in times)

Year

1938 1950 1970 1979

1 16.4 193,4 398
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Under the people's power more and more mechanized

means have 'been introduced in all the coal mines.

The development of the mining industry

Albania is rich in metallic minerals. In the past, however,

these resources were very little exploited and then mainly

for the benefit of foreign monopolies.

Since the liberation of the country, the mining industry

has made' considerable progress. Today Albania has many

more mines than before the war and the mining industry

constitutes the main branch of Albanian heavy industry.

Under the anti-popular regimes and the foreign occupation

the underground wealth of Albania was processed overseas

wher'eas today, the mining industry, (based on the industrial

reserves of the country and the prospects of new discoveries

has entered a new higher stage:

Chromium ore is one of the most important minerals

found in Albania. Prospecting began in- 19-37 and exploitation

of the first deposits discovered started in 1938. The chro-

mium-bearing regions of Kukes-Tropoje, Bulqize-Klos and

Pogradec were exploited by both the Italian fascists and the

German nazis. (After' the liberation of the country, produc-

tion increased as the mining of further deposits got under

way. The extraction of chromium ore has increased rapidly

during the years of the people's power. In 1979 chromium

production was 176 times greater than in 1938 and 38.7

times greater than in 1960.

Today Albania ranks fourth in the world for the total

output of chromium ore and first for production per head

of population.
.

Along with the increase in the amount of chromium ore

extracted, during this period the first plants for processing

this mineral have been built. In 1979 the plant for the pro-

duction of ferro-chrome came into production in Burrel. A
plant for the enrichment of low-grade chromium ore and a

ferro^chromium plant which smelts high-grade ore are now

functioning. in Albania. The establishment of ferro-chrommm

metallurgy which is a new branch for our industry, is of

great importance because it greatly increases the value of

the crude ore.
t

The copper industry plays the principal role m the Alba-
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nian metallurgical industry today. Copper has been known

and worked in Albania since ancient times. However, the

first systematic prospecting for this mineral was undertaken

in 1938 by an Italian company, while mining started at

Rubik immediately after the occupation' of the country. After

Liberation, important geological prospecting work was under-

taken and this resulted in the discovery of big reserves of

copper ore in Northern Albania.

Under the people's power, Albania has set up its own

copper processing industry, in place of the single smelter

that existed for the production of blister copper.

A plant for the enrichment of copper ore and a copper

processing plant were commissioned in 1960. Later another

plant for the enrichment of copper ore, a copper smelting plant

and a plant for the processing and refining of this metal

which produces blister copper and refines copper were also

constructed. A wire drawing plant was built m Shkodra,

and it produces thousands of tons of copper wire of dif-

ferent types (unsheathed wire, plastic insulated wire, very

fine wire, etc.), which fulfil the needs of the country and

are also exported. With the commissioning of these new

plants, all the ore extracted from the copper mines is proces-

sed to a high level. Today Albania is an exporter not only of

blister copper but also of first quality cathode copper and

electrical wires and cables of nearly 600 different types.

Production of the copper industry in 1979 was 336 times

greater than that of 1946 and 12 times greater than that of

I960. m1
Albania possesses reserves of iron-nickel. The ore disco-

vered is of good quality and contains 1 to 2 per cent nickel.

Investigations concerning this mineral were begun before

Liberation by the Italian company AMMI (Italian Metallic

Minerals Company) which was already exploiting the copper

ore. During the occupation it was preparing to exploit the

iron-nickel ore, too, but the liberation of Albania prevented

this.

The industrial exploitation of iron nickel ore began in

1-958 in the regions of Librazhd and OPogradec. The extraction

of the mineral in these regions is very advantageous because

open cast mining is possible. The extraction of iron-nickel

ore has increased from year to year.

It is on this basis 'that the iron and steel industry has

Been established in Albania. A -steel rolling plant was built
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in 1966 in Elbasan. A metallurgical combine; for smelting and

processing of iron-nickel ore has been built close to this

plant. In 1976 it poured the first Albanian-made pig-iron,

only to continue later with the production of steel billets,

sheet steels, etc. In 1978 it was named the «Steel of the

Party» Combine.
The bright prospects for the development of metallurgy

in Albania are based on the important geological reserves

discovered by Albanian geologists, especially in recent years.

Thus the reserves of a number of important minerals which,

up till now, could not satisfy the country's needs for raw

materials, will be able to do so in the future five-year plans.

The chemical industry — the youngest branch

of Albanian industry

The development of the chemical industry in Albania,

is closely linked with 'the development of other important

branches of industry, such as the oil industry, the building

materials industry and the branches producing consumer

goods, as well as the development of intensive agriculture.

It is only in recent years that this industry has develop-

ed rapidly in Albania.

In quick succession big plants were commissioned to

produce superphosphate, nitrogenous fertilizers, soda ash and

caustic soda, as well as a modern oil. paint factory, plastic

goods plant, and a plant for the production of polyvinylchlo-

ride. The technology of production in the Albanian chemical

plants is modern and largely automated. Apart from their

main products, these plants also turn out many others which

fulfil the needs of the people's economy. Albania exports

certain products of the chemical industry such as ammonium
nitrate, soda ash, sodium fluosilicate, etc.

Development of the chemical industry

(in times)

Year 1950 1960 1979

Growth of production of

the chemical industry

1 ,
9.7 493

The Vau i Dejes 250 kW hydro-power station.



View of a shop at the «Enver Hoxha* automobile

and tractor combine, Tirana.

The «Steel of the Party» metallurgical complex in Elbasan

produces «the bread* of our industry.

IB

As

New industrial landscape.

View of the textile combine, Berat.
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A new, important step forward has been taken in recent
years in the development of the Albanian chemical industry,
The existing plants for the production of chemical fertilizers

have been enlarged, a new plant for the production of urea
and a combine for the production of pesticides have been
built. The production of chemical fertilizers has doubled in
just a few years and this provides an even more solid base
and support for the intensification of agriculture. The new
plants producing PVC and such very useful products as
caustic soda, liquid chlorine, hydrochloric acid and calcium
carbide, are of great importance for the economy of the
country. A new .plastic materials factory, which has been
built, fulfills the needs of the economy and supplies the
population with consumer goods. It produces plastic sheeting
slabs and tubes as well as consumer goods, kitchenware
furniture, etc.

The engineering industry 1

This is an essential branch for the industrial development
of the country. In the period from Liberation till 1948, which
has gone down in the history of the development of our
national economy as the phase of the reconstruction of the
war devastated economy, the engineering base of the country
was made up of a few small auxiliary workshops in the
principal cities, engaged in the maintenance of the machinery
and vehicles of the different enterprises to which they were
attached. Despite its relatively low level, this engineering
base played an important role in the restoration and return
to production of the industry ruined by the war. With the
development of the people's economy, the engineering indus-
try became more and more important and its development
was accelerated. In 1948 the -«'Enver» plant was built in

Tirana; it made spare parts as well as implements and ma-
chines for agriculture. Later, a large number of engineering
plants were built attached to the big combines and plants,

such as the engineering plant of the «Stalin» textile combine,
the engineering plants at Stalin City and the oil-processing
plant in Cerrik, the agricultural machinery plant in Durres,
the «Partizani» plant and the «Dinamo» plant in Tirana.
These enterprises are a solid base for the fulfilment of the
country's requirements for spare parts. A nail and bolt plant
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the .Trlktori» plant which, after extoion, w™***^

safer^ver-growmg demands of the populate.

Development of the engineering industry

(in times)

Year 1939 1950 1979

Growth of the production, of

the engineering industry 1 21.4 444

- New prospects have been opened up for the

• a in recent years when numerous production lines,

wh^oriS ^ plants have been designed and produc-

tion of them has begun.

The building materials industry

Since Liberation, the expansion of const^ction^wo^ has

been accompanied by a great development of the building

mateTh"n
S

branch of the building materials^ industry in
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ducing high quality cement were built at Vlora, Tirana, Kruja

and Elbasan. They use limestone and clay from nearby

quarries.

Under the people's power, the cement products industry,

which produces slabs and pipes of different dimensions,

prefabricated materials, spun concrete poles, fiber-cement

sheets and tubes, etc. has also developed.

In the past, the brick and tile industry did not satisfy

the needs of the country. After, Liberation, numerous brick

and tile works went up in Tirana, Durres, Shkodra,' Elbasan,

Lushnja, Fier, Vlora, Korea, etc. to meet the increasing needs

of construction. The 3rd Five-year Plan saw the construction

of two big modern factories: the brick and tile works of

Vora (Tirana district) and the silicate brick factory in Tirana.

The building materials industry in Albania also uses

many other materials which are found in abundance in the

country, such as marble of different types and colours,

gypsum, limestone, etc. The production of this industry in

1979 increased 263 times, while the production of cement
— 93.3 times, bricks and tiles —83.8 times against 1938.

Glassware and crockery

The glass industry in Albania was established only after

Liberation. The first glass factory, of small capacity, was

built in Korea during the 1st Five-year Plan. At the end

of the 2nd Five-year Plan another one was built in Tirana,

while in the 4th Five-year Plan a second glass factory was

built in Korea, a window glass plant was built in Kavaja

and a light bulbs factory in Vlora.

The porcelain and ceramics industry existed in the coun-

try even before the liberation. Earthenware vessels, jugs,

pots and other simple crockery, in small quantities, were

manifactured in primitive potteries.

After Liberation, with the construction of the porcelain

factory in Tirana, this branch of industry passed from the

handicraft to the industrial stage. Previously imported articles

such as crockery and sanitary ware, toys, lamps, ornaments,

fire bricks for lining high temperature furnaces, etc. are now
produced locally.
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The paper and timber industry

Despite the great forests of Albania, the timber proces-

^""Many wood-working factories and combines we« ^
after the Liberation. They turn out processed timber ana

consumer, goods. „

Under the people's power theP^^'^^
was made on the basis of sounder^^VrlukTwhere

Stp^T^?p»- STchWrd sheets,

Pm
TtSure 'industry especially . ha. developed geg,

L
a'tKSo

e
Mame! eftS "

Tirana, which has an
1S the ^listo ma

industry of 1938.

Plan

The paper and cardboard milk built at Korea Shkodra

timber and paper industry had increased to 169 fames

pre-war figure.
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The light industry

Before Liberation, the light industry, ranked second after

the food industry, as regards its share in total industrial

production. However, it satisfied only a small part of the

needs of the population. Under the people's power, this

Ktant branch of industry has developed ^tmuously.

In the context of the industrialization of the country, a num

ber of new modern combines and factories have been built

and the existing factories have been extended and modernized

The textile industry is the most important branch ol

light industry. It comprises the weaving mi'lls in Sntooclra

H^ kXear combine in Korea and the two textile combines

m T^a

d l̂Q̂ n
'

t of ^ textile industry goes hand in

hand with the development of the garment industry. Factories

toning out ready-made, cotton or
+

women and children, have been established m the big cities.

Development of the light industry

(in times)

Year 1938 1960 1979

Growth of production 1 23.2 89.6

The leather industry has tanneries in Vlora, Durres

Shkodra, Korea and Gjirokastra. These factories process local

hides On this basis the footwear industry was set up alter

Liberation. It includes the footwear plants of Tirana Korea

and Gjirokastra as well as the rubber products factory m
Durres ±.

In' 1979 production of footwear increased 25 fold against

1950, the production of consumer goods increased 90 fold

against 1938, that of different stuffs - 11.5 fold against^ cotton cloth - 134 fold, knitwear - 129.3 fold agamst

1938,
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The food industry

The concern the people's power shows for ^ branch

of industry stems from the fact that its supreme objective

it predsdy to raise the standard of living of the working

masses. That is why, immediately after Liberaton the exten-

sion and modernization of the exiting
«™f

was accompanied by the construction of new ones,a all

tbe districts of the Republic. Thus the sugar, industry, the

Mt vegetable, meat and fish preserving mdustry, the

mdustry of Wines, alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages fruit

^ts^nd oils, infant foods industry, the ftax,J,
bread

and noodles industry, the potato proeessmg the

rice husking industry, the oil and soap mdustry the mdk

products industry, the confectionary industry, the cigarette

and tobacco industry, etc. were set up.

Today there is no district in Albania which does oiot

possess a number of new food-stuffs factories. All have been

buiiTnear the sources of raw materials. For instance, the

SEar rcmbtoe was built in Maliq, where sugar-beet u

grown Tnthe plains reclaimed from the former Maliq marsh

to the south-east of the country), a fish cannery was built

to the Pastel city of Vlora, fruit and vegetable Preserving

Starts were built to the cities of 'Elbasan, Korea, Shkodra^M Peshkopia, Permet, and other centres of dtatacta noted

to theh- vegetable and fruit production. The «Ali Kelmendi*

foodSlimbine, one of the most important

the Albanian food industry and well known for its wide

ratgfofTroducts, was built in Tirana. Tobacco and cigarette

factories were built in the tobacco producing regions

To give an idea of the development of the food industry

in Albania let us point out that in 1975, its weekly output

was^ to the annual output of 1938. to WW the output

of this industry increased 70 fold against 1938.

The^roduction of certain articles such as edible oil and

fats to 1979 increased 7.8 times, cheese - 16.6 toes, noodles

_ 55 times, sugar - 57 times, etc. against 1938.

The Albanian food industry supplies, the home m«ket

witH a wide range of products and m recent years some

3 them won acceptance on foreign markets. ABama

ttSme an exporter of all kinds ofP™^fo^n
f

brandy, dried fruit and medicinal herbs. The export
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such traditional export goods as tobacco and cigarettes has

increased considerably. .

Finally, let us stress that thanks to the light and food

processing industry, Albania, which up till yesterday was

obliged to import the vast majority of the industrial products

it needed today fulfils over 85 per cent of its needs for mass

consumer goods with local products. This is the outcome of

the wise economic policy of the Party of Labour of Albania.



Chapter four

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST

AGRICULTURE

Before Liberation Aftan an ag«re was ms* utterly

backward, even primitive state-<^°-2 ^ per cent

total area of ^^^j^^^Sd of forests (45

PA^^J^^ ^ (more.han 13

^ XVultural economy *»£f^^£^
of small individual plots *™

e"practically

were used. Tractors and chenncal .
fertilizere v

g_

^known. Cereal crops, mainly^^ate we

ted in more than 96 per cent of
ded 10

°f-^TrKr? T^StirwaT'noVtter in- livestock

HK^Theep and goats predo—

d

These then *« ^^ttoM Seated. The
agriculture in ^^^rs^vaged lie whole economy
fascists, nazis and local^tortore ra g

occupation and

S onan advanced^ ta two sectors: the

Agriculture in Albania is divided in iw

state sector and the<^^^^ 8^ stations

sists of the state farms the ^h
d̂ êntexpvi^ and its

(SMT), the regional plants ^the
of

P
the irrigation

branches in each district, the L~ fific research insti-

system, the forest enterprises, and the scienun

tutes, stations and centres.
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The state farms

The state farms were the first socialist agricultural

enterprises and were created immediately after Liberation.

They were set up on the basis of land confiscated from
foreign companies, big feudal estate owners and other big

local capitalist landowners, and the big flocks of animals

and olive plantations which were nationalized. The state

agricultural and livestock farms have grown steadily bigger

and stronger, A good number of new state farms were set up
on the land reclaimed by draining the swamps pf Maliq,

Terbuf, Vurgu, Vrina, Thumana, Durres, Lezhe^Mat, Hoxhara,

etc. New prospects will be opened up to this sector p the

future with the establishment of state farms in the hilly

and mountainous zones.

The state farms have played an important role because

they have applied the most advanced methods of agricultural

technology and mechanized almost all the various processes

of work. From the very beginning, these enterprises have
served as a support for socialism in the countryside, as

examples for the cooperativist and individual peasantry

demonstrating in practice all the advantages of large-scale

economies with planned and mechanized production. The state

farms have successfully accomplished this task. In 1979 the

state farms accounted for 25 per cent of the agricultural

production, occupying 20.5 per cent of the sown area. The
state farms not only provide high yields of good quality

agricultural and livestock products for the cities and industry,

but they also provide an excellent example for the agricul-

tural cooperatives so that they can benefit from their advan-
ced experience. These enterprises are also important centres

for the distribution of selected seeds, fruit tree sapplings and
pedigree livestock.

The centres of many state farms have been transformed

into real, properly planned agrarian towns.

The machine and tractor stations

The establishment of the state and cooperative sectors

in agriculture brought out the contradiction between the

new socialist relations of production and the relatively low

19 - U7 A
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level of development of the productive forces. This contradic-

tion could not be resolved without the introduction of advan-

ced agrkuCartechnology. To this end, the ^machine
Tnd tractor station was set up in Myzeqe at the beginning

of April 1947. Other stations followed all over ,
the country.

These are socialist state enterprises of the agricultural sector

having at their disposal tractors, harvester-threshers
;

and .

other
§
complex agricultural machinery ^ ^f*^

the service of the agricultural cooperatives on the Basis

of coXacts. The marine and tractor stations consfatute

a form of the organization of the material base of large

scale collective production in agriculture, under the guidance

and aS of the state. The purpose of these stations is to promote

fce mechanization of agricultural work, the rapid and con-

tinuous growth of agricultural production, the increase in the

productivity of labour, and the continuous reduction of the

Ss of production. From the very 'beginning, of theprocess

of collectivization, the people's power took care to help the

agricultural cooperatives with modern machmery^and took,

concrete measures to this end. It is understandable that the

agricultural cooperatives themselves were unable to cover

the very high cost of acquiring these machines. Thus the

"nderto'ok to defray the costs for new technical means

of production and make these means available to the collective

^Th? machine and tractor stations have steadily increased

m numbers, have a wide-range of machinery at *****
posal and have ensured the accomplishment of all kinds

°fW.Sta and tractor stations which existed m
the country in 1947, and these only in the plains have now

tacreCd to more than 30, which have extended their activity

S alSOT of the country, even to such mountainous dis-

tricts aTpuka, Tropoja, Kukes, Dibra, Mirdita, Mat, Librazhd

SXStaja'pimet, Tepelena, etc. They have powerful

machines and implements of various types: tractors different

tvpes of ploughs, sowers, silage choppers, harvesters, tnre

shers winnowhig machines and blowers, spray pumps, shear-

^maSs, mUkiiig machines, etc Thanks to the expar^on

and more rational and efficient exploitation rt^JP™%£
and technical base, from year to year, the machine andfactor

stations have increased the number of mechanized Presses

tey perforrn. In the first years of their existence they did
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1(L types of work

'
mainly Ploughing, whereas todavthey perform more than 70 different ty^s ScludSg ordlnarvand deep ploughing, mowing, mechanizedteSSThe machine and tractor stations come to the aM of theagricultural cooperatives with all their means for breakuVsin new land, have done the bulk of - the worker the pkntSf

and drainage canals, and the construction of big resewoirs.The MTS assist the cooperativists in various kinds

Zi ^nt act'te 1 b6tWeen *em
V
In°the

worl the^ dfin S„h
C0°Peratlves Pay the stations for the

Sltoal nrolntf
'

OT m
,

The state transforms theagricultural products accumulated by way of these deliveriesm kind mto monetary funds and uses them to ren^ew the

t

m
h:rwleS.

dUCti°n
°f MTS and to W tl/w^es^f

The MTS workers and the cooperativists take oart too,.S^ **^ r?UCti
°?' though teumSion'of"modern means of production which are the common property

?Uute oneVftl^^ machine and tector

^ 6 hlghest forms of i^ing the working class

peasa^fa The Mt£ ^ °J
Workin§ class the

SSSfhSnJSf ^
a Particular form of the importantorganized financial and economic aid which our it^t* oi™Vhe peasantry with the aim of bum^Z^^hS

the new cooperative system in agriculture
strengthening

ensurmg tne adoption of more and more intensive methodsThis necessity is dictated by three essential factor? First'
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, , • ki„ tn make such big investments for the benefit of

state is able to maKe sulu ux% ^ means

economically ^eato eooperafavra. „ t of the

percent of it was- mainly motor powered.

The agricultural cooperatives

The agricultural cooperatives

both agricultural and^^.^^^^t^i on
a« 'a voluntary .¥8°« m̂^n^S^rtton«i ooiBecttve

cooperativists, with

the general interest of the <^^£ ne of the fundamental
Joining *y^ c™*^^^^Sol^ coope-

principles of the establishment o
!

the
ted ail

ratives, and this principle has
^".tivSation of agriculture

trough the Jong P^/^fto £e cooperative, from

in Albania. All the ;land_ ^eluded ™ ™ ^ have been

which the old divisions ^^/^he cooperative. Under
eliminated, forms the— , and of tbeco p q{

the new Constitution the land.
is no tonger

given

the group. Now it is the property of.the s^^f f fee g^.
to the cooperativists or their u^^fte

b̂
°
nia (Article

titution of the People's ^c^^p^1C

st°ie which grants it

.18), the land belongs excteiv^ ^ the s^e wn ^ fo

for social use to the
r
s
â

e^PS^rganizations and

r^vSii^iofSr^ - °- ~ of the

W is granted free pi: charge (Article 1^ ,

t

Each cooperative family
»f the Vise). The

(without counting the ^aj-ccupied b^the^
size of these plotsi is decided byjn

stipulate

ZriTCC^^^s, they should not exceed
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10 acres and for the newly formed mountainous cooperatives

15 acres. In his private plot, the cooperative peasant grows

mainly fruit and vegetables, fodder, etc. The vegetable and

livestock products which the cooperativist families take from

their private plots serve to satisfy their personal needs more

adequately. This form of property, however/ tends to diminish

and, with the passage of time, it is disappearing not only

because it is incompatible with social ownership, but also and

above all because the peasant himself, sees from his own
experience that the cost of production of agricultural pro-

ducts from his private plot is much higher than that of pro-

ducts from the cooperative. Therefore it is in his interest to

buy these products at much lower prices at the shops of the

cooperative and devote the time spent working his private

plot, to work in the cooperative fields, with greater benefit

to himself. .

The cooperativists are the joint owners of all the

agricultural machinery and means of transport of the coope-

rative, the pack and draught animals, the productive animals

and bee-hives, wi'th the exception of those left to families

for their individual use, the seed necessary for the cooperative

crops, the fodder for the cooperative's livestock, the necessary

buildings for the management of the cooperative as well as

the establishments in which products are handled or processed.

The dwelling-houses, the agricultural implements needed

to work the personal plot, are not collectivized. The consti-

tution of the cooperative allows each cooperativist family a

definite number of cattle, sheep and goats, pigs and bee-

hives, which, while being used for the personal needs of

the cooperativists, are 'tended, herded and housed by the

cooperative.

The peasants iointly perform all the agricultural tasks

envisaged in the plan of the cooperative, which is an integral

part of the general state plan for agriculture. The income

from this collective work is divided among the cooperativists

according to the quantity and quality of work done by each

of them. Such an organization of agricultural production

ensures the best possible utilization of the productive forces,

and increases and improves production.

Democracy is one of the fundamental principles of 'the

structure of agricultural cooperatives. This democracy is

reflected in the right of the cooperativists to participate -di-

rectly in solving all the problems of the cooperative economy,
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In their right to elect and be elected to the leading organs

of the cooperative; in their right to exercise controller

and to demand that the leading organs and functionaries ot

the cooperative render account of their management, in

their right to dismiss before the expiry of their term, or at

any time, those people elected to leading organs or P°ste who

do not justify the confidence of the people and do not perform

their tasks well.
l . . .

The supreme organ of the agricultural cooperative is

the general assembly in which all the members take part.

The entire activity of the cooperative is run by the assembly

and in intervals between sessions, by the presidium ot tne

cooperative itself elected by the assembly. To ensure the

handling of the day to day activities the assembly elects

a president who is simultaneously chairman of the^coope-

rative and chairman of the management committee, called tne

nresidium. (Let us stress once again that the cooperatives

conduct all their activity in conformity with ^J^on5^-
tions, and with the laws, decisions, instructions and directives

of the state organs, combining their interests with those 01

^national economy, to the benefit of the socialis construc-

tion and the continuous improvement of living-standards.

The advantages of the cooperativist system

; The cooperativist system in Albania combines the ad-

vantages of the large-scale modern enterprise over the small

Stve enterprise
8

and, at the same time, the superiority

cTthe socialist economy over the capitalist economy. If before

Liberation Albanian agriculture comprised more than 155,000

peasant holdings, averaging 2.5 hectares <*&J™
e *g^^

to those who worked them and some owned by others, on

which the peasants could not subsist by their own resources

in 1979 there were 423 economies with an average area

of 1150 hectares of cultivated land in which the area of

land under crops and their production of plant and livestock

products are steadily increasing.
P

The process of the establishment of large-sca e agn-

cultural economies in Albania has not been carried out at the

expense of the peasants, spelling rum for them as is tne

ca?e hTthe capitalist countries, but to their benefit through

thf coordination of their interests with those of the whole
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society. Consequently, not only has the Albanian peasant

escaped from oppression and exploitation once and for all,

but brilliant prospects have been opened up for him to

improve his economic and social situation. The cooperative

system has eliminated the possibility of the appearance of

inequalities among the peasantry, and rural poverty and

want along with it. The collective ownership has placed the

peasants in conditions of equality as regards the utilization

of the means of production which belong to the entire co-

llective. The conditions of the collective economy exclude

the exploitation of another's labour. As regards work and

remuneration for it, the agricultural cooperatives apply the

principle «from each according to his ability, to each accor-

ding to his work>>. The cooperative members are paid on the

basis of workdays put in during the agricultural year. The

differences in "their incomes do not derive from their economic

and social position before joining the cooperative, but from

the amount of work done in the collective economy, from

the value of the workday which is continuously increasing,

parallel with the economic strengthening of the cooperatives.

The establishment of the cooperative system has guaran-

teed the Albanian peasantry the necessary conditions for a

more prosperous and cultured life. (Before Liberation, the

Albanian countryside was made up of small, very scattered

villages, whereas the collectivization and particularly the

creation of big cooperatives uniting several cooperatives in

one led to the creation of new economic and administrative

centres with their own social-cultural and educational insti-

tutions, which are becoming more and more like small towns.

More than half the peasant families live in new houses,

mostly built after the collectivization; thousands of educa-

tional and social-cultural institutions have been built in the

agricultural cooperatives, including creches and kindergartens,

eight-year and secondary schools, houses of culture, hospitals,

maternity, homes, out-patient clinics; new roads link the

villages with the national road network, and even the most

remote mountainous villages have electric light. In the

countryside as in the cities the state provides free medical

services. The members of the agricultural cooperatives are

entitled to invalidity and old age pensions.

New moral norms, the spirit of socialist collectivism,

tfie predominance of the general interest over personal interests,

characterize the activity of the Albanian cooperativists. They
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see the basis of their well-being in the commpn property The

eSence of the construction of socialism m Albania shows

tn?ftnTonty way to build socialism in the countryside m
he counteiJ with fragmented rural "^he^oT"
Hvization of agriculture. All other ways lead to th« developS of capitalism in the countryside. The establishment of

Sfcollective economies led to removal of all the hedged
drtches which divided up the cultivated land, and thus created

larS arSs on which it is possible to use agricultural machi-

nfr? aS apply modern agricultural methods In the ^unrted

arTcu^ural^peratives.agricultural and UvestoA producfaon

is even .better organized on a scientific-technical basis.^ ine

"S WornLtion of 'the Albanian countryside created

Tery favourable conditions for the planned development of

aSLlW production on the basis of advanced methods
^

Under capitalism, the use of modern equipment by *e

rich farmers intensifies competition and leads fl™^°Zt
rZ of the small peasant^ On *e contary the^mtoductaon

nf the tractor and the leader-harvester m the Albanian coun

trylwe has lightened the work of the cooperatives and

V^lripd to improve their well-Jbemg. ,

^With thTsetting up of ^.^^t^X'irom
working peasantry has the possibility to benefit 8^^™

nroducTion thfuse of selected seeds, chemical fertilizers, etc_

Albania ranks among the most advanced counted of

*Kp world as regards the amount of chemical fertilizers used,

Z Ration Opacity and big land i«P—
The cooperative system has ensured a considerable in

S^fshow that agricultural output in Albama^as

increased 5 fold in comparison with the .pre-war penod^ This
mcreasea o iom t

greater than the increase of the

Harvesting.

Hills transformed into orchards.



Vegetables and fruit all the year round,

MS
Agriculture, the concern of the entire people.



The port of Durres.

Ready for the market.
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CoUectivteation has put an end to the q™s™Xfof
character of Albanian ?&™^A

™*,*™*C they
ruoied 96 5 per cent of the cultivated area m 1938, today tney

occ^y abol 50 per cent of it, at a*™?^h*$™d«f™
of bread grain has increased incomparably with 1938. In 198U

Us production increased 5 fold and its yields about 3 fold

asainst 1938 Whereas in 1938 the ratio in the area sown withE and wheat was 70 per cent maize against 30 per cen

wheat in 1979 it was 35 per cent maize against 65 per cent

wheat At the sanJ time the area sown with indusWal crops

waTexte™led In comparison with 1950, in 1979 production of

™tto™reased 3.5 fold, sugar-beet 50.5 fold, sun-flower 10.6

SneT tat of tobacco, against 1938, increased 10 fold, and so

Tc«£L& wiih 1938,%roduction of^getables in 1979 was

11.2 times greater, fruit production m 1978 increased 6.4 fold,

/•i+ni«p<! 11.8 fold, etc. , , .

This increase in the agricultural production * due to

a great extent, to the. increase of various yields. There are

many agricultural economies in our country winch »™
Sals of wheat and 70-80 quintals of maize per hectare,

more tU M quintals of rice, about 20 quintals of cotton,

24 quintals of sun-flower per hectare, etc.

The establishment of big agricultural economies has

created the conditions required for a radical change of the

ch^acter ef Albanian agriculture: from an extensive agncul-

SEfta which the increase of production was achieved by

expansion of the cultivated area, it is more and more tending

tobecome an intensive agriculture which is characterized by

the^touous increase in investments and fte work done per

hecC of cultivated land, and this has resu ted m a consi-

derable rise in the yield rates of agricultural crops.
d

^Svization created the premises for regio^on,
cooperation and specialization in agriculture.

menfare ^countered in the capitalist countries too, but ti*y

differ fundamentally in regard to their aims and m^hods

Thus wWle the distribution of crops, the specialization and

tevSopment of the productive forces in the capitalist jagn-

cuCf constitute a ^neous process, aimed at^vmg
'the maximum profit and the absorbtion of the smaller eco-

nfmSsCtte" bigger ones, in accordance with the -law of the

Set in the ^ople's Socialist Republic of Albania these

Phenomena constitute a process which is developed con-

sSyTr the benefit of the workers. The planned develop-
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men* of the productive forces serves to increase production

^productivity, 'to reduce costs and to raise**.level of the

x • i ^ii+n-ral lifp of the masses/In Albania, tne itjgxu

of crops, in other words, deciding
nanzation ana *v

h different regions of the

^Advancing on the road of intensive cropping, Albanian

agrictftoe ""further perfecting the

;

cSLation of crops glided not £££
Sjg** thHS

1

o^the^rMnr-sses at the same

ZeTaking into consideration the climatic and soil condi-

W, So the geographical distribution of crops and the spe-

Srtion of ^agricultural economy in Aibama are based

on the Sate plan which is drafted in accordance
:

Wife the

economic laws of socialism and reflects the reality of the

cSy ThiT harmonious development which makes^the bert

Sble use of the soil and weather conditions and all the

CSrial and moral resources of the country serves the-achie-

vlSofthe supreme objective of theMy.^»
of socialism and the continuous raising of the level of ma

wial fltid cultural well-being of the people.

ke combination of forces creates immense possibilities

tn undertake mass actions, unrealizable in the conditions of

malrp^vate economies, because such undertakings require

Sge-scSI work and big investments. Undertakings of his

tvtfe were the actions for breaking in new land, for the ter

rl?mg ligation and draining of land, planting large blocks

°f
'Tnl^perativist system op^ns . up great possibilities for

tho Scientific experimentation, the rotation of crops the dis

emSon o/advanced expertence ^Mch^re mdispensab^

mnditions for the rapid development of agricultural Pr°auc

Hon Research work in Albania . has already gone beyond the

confines of laboratories to spread almost everywhere, in the

^tate farms and the agricultural cooperatives. A series ^f

ffotosW contributed to this, above all, the raismg of the

ctStoll S^l of the cooperativists and the other agricultural

Stars'. Whereas before Liberation there was only one low
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level agricultural school, nowadays there are two higher insti-

tutes of agriculture (in Tirana and Korea, which have trained

hundreds of higher specialists: agronomists, zootechnicians,

veterinarians, agricultural economists, forestry specialists, etc.).

There is also a vast network of agricultural secondary schools

which train hundreds of middle-level specialists each year.

Specialization and qualification courses are run continually in

the agricultural, cooperatives and state farms. Thus efforts are

made to ensure mass participation in agricultural schooling.

On the other hand Albania has an extensive system of scien-

tific research institutes, engaged in research in the field of

agricultural production, zootechny, pedological studies, plant

protection, the development of fruits crops, the mechanization

of agriculture, hybridization of maize, etc. Equipped with mo-

dern laboratories, these, institutes engage in wide-ranging acti-

vities assisting increased agricultural and_ livestock produc-

tion.

Scientific experiments are carried out even in the small

production units in the agricultural cooperatives. Thousands

of workers of all categories and levels of qualification are

devoted to this work. The scientific experimentation by the

masses has now become a school which stimulates agricul-

tural and livestock production.

The study of the agricultural land in Albania was com-

pleted in 1973. A survey was carried out and a land registry

compiled of the entire arable area of the Republic. Pedological

and agrochemical studies involving hundreds of thousands of

soil analyses were conducted in all the agricultural economies.

As a result of these pedological and agrochemical studies,

'the agricultural workers now have at their disposal pedologi-

cal and agrochemical maps which show the different types

and subtypes of the soil, the depth of -the active layer, its

mechanical composition, the quantities of humus, nitrogen,

phosphorus and potash it contains, and other agrotechnical

information.

Thanks to a good knowledge of the soil, all the tech-

nical processes in agriculture, ploughing, fertilizing, draining,

irrigation, the regular rotation of agricultural crops, the break-

ing in of new land, are carried out in accord with the chemi-

cal, physical and biological properties of the soil, and conse-

quently, they have a more marked effect in increasing yields.

The pedological and agrochemical field studies, performing

the chemical analyses of the soil, the compiling of maps and
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the respective supplement -P?t
tfaSturf the

great school in which the specia is*i, agr cu«u^ characteri-

cHemists and laboratory ^kers ^av^
supplementary reports,

sties of the soil and with the^aid ol ™£W
d increase the

have taken concrete measures to Pr^*. 7 and especially

fertility of the soi. n courses ^ ta£ been
during the work itself, a large

u ar^yseSl pedology

trained and specialized m the fieW oi sou ^
and agricultural chemistry. Attactiea to in ^
stations, pedology S^ cooperative^

a number of simpler ones
l̂e

d
fn the development of

SSifSre^h wS rn^cul^^peciaUy in pedology

freed of the old relations of PJ^^i^SeS on the

now completely collectivized, is advancing con ^ hese

?oad of intensification ^^f^HncrelsS to 1980 by
measures, the *W 3* in the 7th

BOO- P« cent^ l^Ag«n^P
30_32 t

SaSnhf^h" Vn for the five years taken

together.

The mechanization of agriculture

Mechanization is one
,

of the mam *

*f™ cVwL est-
progress of agriculture. Therefore,^ *e

particular

Wished the^tTf977
a
tL

g
vo?um^^^^ ™*

importance and care. In 1977 thejoiu
compared

was more than 15 times l?
reat^J^vA only i per cent

self-reliance, nowadays a w^V^€^aniT such as 'thre-

complished with^chmery made m AJbuu^ ^^
S5S?^S SinSVin driers and other ma-

chinerv, all manufactured lo^- stationSi
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engineering plants of the country, studied the possibilities of

further extending the mechanization, of working sprinkler

irrigation plants not only by motor driven pumps, but also

by utilizing the natural conditions, the extension of precise

seed sowing, the utilization of certain groups of implements

simultaneously, etc. ' ,

Parallel with the modernization of the machinery used

in the agricultural sector, work is going on to train many

specialists in this branch of mechanics so that they acquire

a high degree of qualification. The machine and tractor sta-

tions have at their disposal a whole army of highly trained

cadres and mechanics. .

Unlike the capitalist countries where the machinery

belongs to the wealthy capitalist landowners or financiers, who

exploit the farm hands toy employing them as day labourers

or by charging excessive rates for the hire of their machinery,

in Albania this machinery is used extensively by all the co-

operative peasantry. The machine and tractor stations put

.their machinery at the disposal of the cooperative for a very

moderate charge. These practices illustrate the great interest

of the state in the development of agricultural production.

Breaking in of new land

The greater part of Albania is mountainous and hilly. The

area sown to crops occupies only 42 per cent- of the total

territory of the country. After the establishment of the peo-

ple's state power, continuous attention was given to ^creasing

the production of bread grain and the development of all the

branches of agriculture by harmonizing the development of

intensive cropping with the breaking in of new land.

In the years since Liberation, the mam efforts were di-

rected to breaking in new land in the plains through river

control and drainage, the clearing of degraded forests, etc.

However, the greatest reserves of this kind were situated in

the mountains and remote areas, therefore in recent years the

Party issued the call: -Let us take to the mountains and hills

to make them as beautiful and fertile as the plains!* a call

which mobilized all the agricultural workers as well as the

vouth of the cities and the countryside. This call was the

signal for the launching of a vigorous drive which made pos-

sible the realization of the most daring forecasts. Today the
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hills are covered with terraces planted to crops and fruit

The peasants of the mountainous districts proclaimed

winter a season of work like the other seasons, in order, to

wrest from the mountains and degraded forests the fertile

land unutilized up till that time. Battling the rocks, the, snow

and the cold, imbued with a lofty revolutionary spirit, the

peasants wrested the precious land from nature, inch by men.

As a result the hills and the mountains .have changed their

former appearance. On their slopes thousands and thousands

of hectares of land have been shaped in terraces, This involved

the excavation of hundreds and thousands of cubic metres oi

stone and earth in forming the terraces and the building ot

dams to control the torrents and protect the soil from erosion

damage. Entire zones were transformed into big orchards ana

vi v'oLr'd-s

The breaking in of new land in the hilly and mountainous

areas was made much easier as a result of the great help

provided by the machine and tractor stations and the state

farms in lending machinery. Overcoming the difficulties with a

lofty revolutionary spirit the young people of town and coun-

tryside have transformed immense areas of mountainous ter-

rain and degraded forests into cultivable land. In tens ot

thousands, they rushed to the aid of the peasants of the

mountainous regions to respond in deeds to the call ot the

Party to make the hills and the mountains as fertile as the

plains. As a result of this great work, the arable land area

in 1979 had increased by 2.4 times as, against 1938 when it

covered only 292,100 hectares.

Drainage and irrigation of the land

This problem assumes great importance for the develop-

ment of the Albanian agriculture, if account is taken of the

fact that before Liberation thousands of hectares of land were

covered by water or periodically flooded, while whole regions

suffered from drought in summer. At that time the feudal

owners were not interestect in undertaking water control pro-

jects and they were not in a position to do so. On the other

hand, the anti-popular state power displayed no concern at all

over this problem. „,„..,,-,-, j

This very important task was fulfilled only under the
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people's state power. Within 25 years the «black spots* desig-

nating the -swamps of iMaliq (Korea district), of Vurgu (Del-

vina), Terbuf (Lushnja), Thumana (Kruja), Roskovee (Fier),

etc. were erased from the map. From the draining of the

swamps 50,000 hectares of very fertile land were gained and

a further 188,000 hectares were improved up to 1979.

Pumping stations with a total capacity of 160 cubic

metres of water per second were built for drainage of the

flat coastal regions. The pumping station of Hoxhara (Fier)

with a capacity of 35 cubic metres per second ranks among
the most powerful in (Europe. A dense network of drainage

canals extends over 200,000 hectares of land which comprise

over 90 per cent of the total area of plains in the country.

Within the same period, stop-banks built along all the main
rivers prevented overflowing. Thus water control work in the

plains has now entered its final stage.

In the years of the people's power more than 230,000

hectares of land in the plains have been completely protected

from flooding, drained, and placed under irrigation.

Major works have been carried out to achieve this. Today

the area under irrigation is much greater than in the pre-

Liberation period. Hundreds of reservoirs have been built,

some of them of considerable capacities. The Thana
:

reservoir

(Lushnja) contains 65 million cubic metres of water and is

capable of irrigating more than 25,000 hectares.

The continuous growth of the economic potential of the

country and the completion of collectivization have made pos-

sible the large-scale construction of irrigation projects in the

mountainous regions also. Reservoirs, irrigation canals and

other structures have been and are being built in difficult

terrain in the mountainous regions.

In 1980 the irrigation system covered 53 per cent of the

total cultivated land or 366,000 hectares, against 29,000 hec-

tares in 1938. Sprinkler irrigation in 1979 extended to 70,000

hectares.

The state does not limit itself to building the reservoirs,

irrigation canals, electric pumping stations, etc. which are

required for the reclamation of .swamps and land improve-

ment and irrigation schemes with its own means, but it pro-

vides every sort of aid for the cooperative peasantry to build

relatively simple projects with their own forces. The state

provides them with materials and specialists free of charge,

as well as with credits of very favourable terms.
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The carrying out of land improvement projects has a

double advantage: on the one hand, new agricultural land has

been gained, and on the other hand a more favourable regime

has been established for the crops, because in the mam agri-

cultural regions, of the country they suffer from drought m
summer and excess humidity in winter.

After four years of persistent work, in 1973, the Institute

of the Study and Design of Land Improvement schemes, in

close cooperation with specialists from the different districts

and the agricultural cooperatives, completed the study ot

schemes for the complete irrigation of the 26 districts of the

country, on the basis of which the irrigation map of the

Republic, which envisages hundreds of projects (reservoirs,

canals, tunnels, etc.) was drafted.

The state allocates considerable sums for the construction

of these projects. On its part, the cooperative peasantry,

assisted by the city workers, gave effective assistance through

voluntary labour performing a great many tasks in the building

of irrigation and drainage projects, etc. Large-scale mass ac-

tions are giving excellent results in reducing the time needed

to build these projects.

The irrigation system schemes have served as a basis

to study the possdbilites of harnessing the irrigation projects

(which fulfil the necessary conditions) for the production ot

electric power.

The use of chemicals in agriculture

In the past, only natural manure was known and used

in Albania, and this to a totally inadequate extent. Artificial

fertilizers were completely unknown. After Liberation great

importance was given to chemical fertilizers. The two big

plants built in Fier and Lag ensured the necessary amount of

chemical fertilizers for Albanian agriculture. The quantity of

chemical fertilizers distributed to the agricultural economies

in 1980 had increased 50 £er cent as against 1975. Today Al-

bania is ahead of many countries as regards the utilization of

chemical fertilizers.

The amount of chemical fertilizers used in our agriculture

in 1977 was 6.3 times greater than that of 1970 and 11.6 times

greater than in 1970.
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Parallel with the increased production of chemical ferti-

lizers, the utilization of organic manure has never been under-

rated. Chemical fertilizers are combined with the organic

manure or they will damage the structure and the microor-

ganisms of the soil. Therefore, the gathering and preparation

of organic manure ds a decisive prerequisite for increasing

crop yields and the fertility of the soil. Every agricultural

economy has now turned each of its sectors into a real ^fac-

tory» of organic nitrate through the collection and scientific

processing of all organic manure. To this end, special brigades

have been set up with the task of finding, collecting and

processing organic manure.

Special attention is paid to the protection of plants from

diseases and pests. To this end, the state regularly supplies

the agricultural economies with large quantities of fungicides,

insecticides and herbicides at fixed low prices. The state also

provides technical assistance for the peasants by putting at

their disposal specialists to cope with this problem.

The selection of seeds

In the past seeds were of poor quality and produced low
yields, so under the people's power, in conformity with the
requirements of agricultural technology and with the aim of

increasing production, great importance was attached to the
selection and distribution of high productivity seeds. Every
year the. state distributes thousands of quintals of selected

seeds, in wheat, maize, tobacco, sugar-beet, etc. Great work
has been done to secure high-yield seeds and the optimal
number of plants per hectare.

Variety of crops

Before Liberation, Albanian . agriculture developed in a

unilateral way. Field crops were predominant, while fruit

growing and forestry taken together represented only 6 per

cent of the total agricultural output.

Under the people's state power, great efforts have been
made to diversify agriculture, to improve and transform the

structure of agricultural production.

20 - .117 A
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The proportion of field crops to. fruit and livesto^ ^pro-

ducts hasten gradually modified^N^Sf
the latter The continuous improvement of the proportion

ween the three fundamental branches of agriculture is ac-

Sished without reducing the production of
.

Md crops.

t+ if achieved by giving a certain priority to liyestocK ana

l£ pSIonf bl thl relatively more rapid development

°f ^thTLm^ntthe proportions between f^-ps
themselves have been r^w'^ZSm ^l Fa?gel part
production of certain plants which should play a larger p«u

£ the pile's diet, Such as vegetables, potatoes and oil-

^r^Worts have been made to increase the varieties

ofS paXulany grapes. Thus tod^y ^s ^hid! are

Fruit production in 1978 increased 6.4 fold, citrus proauc

the international market. ^ mowing It is envisaged
Broad prospects open up for fruit growing. s

of olive-trees 33 per cent and vine plants 40 (per cem.
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The proportions between the different branches of agri-

cultural production and within these branches themselves,

are not unalterable. They are in constant evolution according

to the needs of the socialist construction of the country.

Livestock farming

Albania has an ancient tradition in livestock farming.
However, this branch of the economy had remained in an
utterly primitive state. Moreover it was gravely damaged
during the war.

The establishment of the state sector in livestock farming
was a measure of great importance for the development of
this branch and the economy of the country as a whole. The
law on the nationalization of 'big flocks was the starting-
point for the state sector in livestock farming.

The establishment of the socialist sector opened up vast
perspectives for fruitful scientific work in zootechny and
for the introduction of the socialist system in this field. The
state flocks and herds, organized in state livestock enterprises
are a means for ensuring better, supplies for the working
population of the cities and a fine example for all those enga-
ged in livestock farming. Hence, livestock farming, like all

the other branches of the economy, was organized and de-
veloped on new foundations. In '1950 the damage caused by
the war had been made good and the pre-war numbers of
livestock restored.

The number of cattle has been built up in the state and
cooperative sector, and possibilities have been created for

the application of technology and the rapid improvement of
breeds.

The most important measure taken after the establish-
ment of the people's state power for the qualitative improve^
ment of livestock was the large-scale application of cross-
breeding of the local stock with pedigree stock of high
productivity. Great efforts were made also to improve the
sheep breeds with the help of pedigree rams of the «Merino»
and «Cigaia>> ibreeds. To this end major investments were
made to 'ensure the necessary breeding stock and to train
thousands of specialists.

Careful work has been done, also, to improve cattle
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, j Tr,
\hf> nast the local breed of cow with low pro-

S4XWlSominated in Albania. Starting from

fhfM'J a campaign was undertaken for herd improvement"
by ^breeding with V^S^^.^S

artS insemination. This activity was guided by a sxngle

centee, the State Zootechny Enterprise and now by the

„l£tt-=l breed improvement station attached to the Institute.

a figure higher than the world average.

Alone with the spread of artificial insemination, con-

tinuous worl has bee^ done also to ensure the

nedisree bulls. To this end, a state farm has been established

afEa which contributes to providing the necessary pe-

dtoe? anhnals. Each year tills enterprise breeds a large

Sr of animals specially for high productivity lines.

Another important orientation for herd improvement is

the Urease i the number of pedigree cows and the raising

of Se calves, In this way, many cooperatives and state

ftrmstave built up their own large herds of pedigree cows

•

While thin- influence is to increase production, these herds

alio provide pedigree breeding stock, especially young bulls,

supplying thousands of head each year.

As a result of the measures taken the^deve opment

of cattle breeding, the composition of dairy herds has under-

gonTa profound
8

qualitative and quantitative change It is

calculated that more than 70 per cent of the cows are of

Sproved breed and 20 per cent of them are purebred.

Work in this direction has also made possible the improve-

ment^ au the pigs and poultry,

rrf sheep etc. On the state farms all the livestock are oi

tanroTed Seeds, while in the agricultural cooperatives the

Slfof unimproved . breed occupy a negligible posrtxm

and will soon be entirely replaced.

^ ?*iss ssbiwrssamess
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ducts have been eliminated, ensuring the required amount of

production and regular supplies for the market. All these

measures have resulted in the steady increase of livestock

products and consequently, of consumption per head of po-

pulation, from year to year.

Compared with 1938, the number of cattle in 1979 in-

creased 2 fold, pigs — 11.2 fold, poultry — 4 fold, etc. Animal
products have increased at high rates. The production of milk

in 1977 increased 3 fold, meat — 2 fold, eggs — 4 fold, etc.

against 1950.

Science in the service of agriculture

The door was opened to science in Albanian agriculture

only Under the people's state power. The first nuclei for

scientific activity were set up in the first years following

Liberation. In these last decades however, agricultural science

has developed vigorously. A large number of central research

establishments are functioning today and they guide experi-

mental work over the whole country according to their orien-

tation and the . tasks assigned to them. A vast amount of

activity is conducted by the Institute of Soil Studies, the

Agrarian Research Institute in Lushnja, the Institute of Veteri-

nary Research in Tirana. Besides these, a large number of

central stations specializing in maize, vegetables and potatoes,

fodder crops, plant protection, mechanization, fruit growing,

forestry, etc. have been set up in different regions of the

country. A vast amount of research work is also conducted by
the Higher Institute of Agriculture in Tirana, the Higher
Institute of Agriculture in Korea, by certain faculties of the

University of Tirana, as well as by the Institutes of the Aca-
demy of Sciences of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania.

The policy followed in this direction in Albania is aimed
at ensuring mass participation in scientific activity; the scien-

tific institutes are only links in the large network of scientific

organisms spread
(

over the whole country. Scientific nuclei,

made up of vanguard workers, experimental centres and

scientific councils of the cooperative or state farm, function

in every state farm or agricultural cooperative, in each work
brigade and in all units of agricultural and livestock pro-

duction.
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This mass participation in agricultural science has made

possible the accomplishment of thousands of programmed

aScultural experiments each year. Almost all the studies and

SffiK^ents are carried
,

out mainly on the Produc-

tion fields and livestock herds of the state farms or the agri-

cultural cooperatives. On the other hand, the central research

"ns study and define the essential problems of agricul-

ture which require more highly
.

qualified work, while the

IgScuTtural stations of the districts and the

nomies solve problems of a local character and sum up the

results obtained in production. •

,

.

The mass participation in agricultural scientific
_

work

or^ed^n a system of many levels and the extension.of

ShtaTo* to the entire territory of fee " country have contri-

buteTstoaficantly to the achievement of good results to the

^rease^f the yields of plant and livestock- products. Among

Z^eTJs so far L ^.^^^^^Z
are the production of a genetic material of high

,

valuei m
Zeds plants and animals for breeding purposes, high quality

h^reDarations studies on the most advanced technology theSm fa program for the long-term development of

Sriculture etc. The studies and experiments have led to

Sr knowledge of the characteristics of plants and animals,

S^^^ent and adaptation to

zones to the introduction of measures for the increase 01

?hefertUity of the soil, etc. At the same time, they are used

£ agricultural technology, zootechnology
_

and the

g:n™of tie Sain crops ^-^^^^^^
hTrilH im of the fertility of the soil and increased effectiveness

of tWse oFferSLerl and water, in elaborating the methods

and technology of production, etc

Agricultural science in Albania is developed on theW
of nlans and programs covering a period of 10 or 15 years

iffl indicating the general direction of studies and

production and the national economy as a whole ™J™?
tific plans are combined and harmonized with the activity

of deferent sectors of research groups or institutions, with

that of the sectors of large-scale agricultural production and

the economy and science of the country as a whole The

thLef included in the plans of scientific work are such as

to serve the plan of agricultural production.
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Agricultural credit

The people's state power has always given agriculture

considerable assistance by means of the agricultural credit

which has played an important role in the development of the

productive forces, the growth of production, the intensification

of agriculture and the economic and financial strengthening

of the agricultural cooperatives. The funds allocated- to agri-

cultural credits have increased from year to year.

In the first years after the establishment of the people's

state power, almost the total sum of agricultural credits went

to the benefit of individual economies, while nowadays, with

the complete collectivization of agriculture, it is entirely used

by the agricultural cooperatives.

As a result of the continuous strengthening of the older

cooperatives, especially those of the plains, the bulk of the

long-term credits for investments in equipment have been

allocated to the hilly and mountainous cooperatives, and this

has contributed to reducing the economic disparities between

the cooperatives of the plains and those of the hilly and

mountanious zones.

The rates of interest charged on credits from the agri-

cultural bank are so moderate as to be almost symbolic. For

instance, the interest rate for long-term credits is 1.3 per

cent, for short-term credits 2 per cent, for long-term credits

accorded to individual peasants for the repair or construction

of their houses 0.5 per cent. The cooperatives of the moun-

tainous zones with modes't incomes and the cooperatives set

up after, the 1st of January 1967 enjoy credits free of all

interest.



Chapter five

ALBANIA — A CONSTRUCTION SITE

The construction work carried out in the years of the

people's state power illustrates the colossal progress made by

socialist Albania which has caught up centuries of backward-

ness in this field. Thus the volume of construction m 1950 as

against 1938 had increased 8.6 fold, in 1955 more than 20 fold

and in 1960 36 fold. The subsequent five-year plans were

marked by even more rapid growth rates. During the 3rd

Five-year Plan {1961-1966), the volume of construction work

was equal to that carried out in the first 15 years after Libe-

ration, while the 5th Five-year Plan envisaged a volume ot

construction work equal to that carried out from Liberation

t0

The volume of construction work in the 5th Five-year

Plan (1971-1975) was 53 per cent greater than in the 4th

Five-year Plan (1965-1970). During this period 155 important

new projects were built and put into service.
,

In four decades the Albanian construction workers have

given the Homeland more than a thousand projects of great

importance for the development of the economy, education

and culture. They have built 13 entirely new industrial towns^

About 300,000 flats had been built up to the end of 1979 both

in the city and the countryside. In the distribution of construc-

tion work .among the different sectors of the economy, priority

has been given to the development of the productive forces.

Since Liberation, our building workers have ceaselessly

raised the level of mechanization and the building enterprises

have been equipped with many different kinds of machinery.

Manual labour and artisan methods are on the way out. Pre-
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fabricated reinforced concrete components are used extensively

in all kinds of constructions, in industrial projects, in culverts,

aqueducts, etc., in land improvement and irrigation schemes,

the decks, of bridges, in housing and social cultural buildings,

in high-tension lines, etc. Likewise, various kinds of equipment

and machinery are used in construction sites, from simplest

types manufactured dn our country to large modern equip-

ment and heavy machinery, excavators and mechanical

shovels, large capacity trucks, cranes of different kinds and

capacities up to 150 tons, modern machinery for the drilling

and concreting of tunnels, bulldozers, scrapers and many other

machines.
Progress has been made also in the construction oi ma-

chinery and, equipment and the production of spare parts

which provide a powerful base for the setting up of new

workshops and production lines, for the further mechaniza-

tion of construction and production processes.

One of the principal factors which has contributed to

these successes is the fact that in Albania investments in

equipment are. centralized in the hands of the state, which

guarantees the centralized financing of projects requiring

considerable expenditure.
'

The investments made by the state today in the econ-

omic and cultural, development of the country are of pro-

portions beyond any comparison with those made under the

feudal^bourgeois regime.

In socialist Albania, construction work serves the im-

mediate and long-term interests of the country. Hundreds of

industrial projects built in the various districts of the Repu-

blic have brought about a rapid development of heavy and

light industries.

Thanks to the draining of swamps and the construction

of irrigation canals and reservoirs, which are now being built

even in the remote mountainous, zones, the area of cultivated

land has greatly increased. At the same time, new dwelling-

houses, schools, houses of culture, hospitals, creches and kin-

dergartens have .been and are being built all over the country,

while new. roads are heing opened up in the remote moun-

tainous zones.

A great victory in the field of construction is the crea-

tion of a whole army of higher and medium-trained cadres,

as well as the training of qualified construction workers and
specialists who are capable of building big complex projects
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and solving difficult problems of construction. Albania inhe-

rited a limited number of construction specialists and workers

from the past, while nowadays thousands of higher and

medium-trained specialists trained in Albanian schools are

working in every part of the country. Numerous specialized

study and design institutes have been founded and are engaged

in designing industrial projects, hydro-power stations, high-

tension lines, bridges and roads, railways, sea ports, dwelling-

houses, hotels, hospitals, etc.

The development of the economy and culture of the coun-

try, the development of the creative scientific thought of the

building, workers, specialists and engineers, have greatly as-

sisted the construction workers in the (accomplishment of the

major tasks assigned to them. Preliminary studies and expe-

rimental work have made possible the designing and con-

. structibn of important technically complicated projects for

hydro-power stations, which rank as big ones by world

standards, railways built in difficult terrain, large land im-

provement and irrigation systems, industrial projects, social

cultural and health establishments, housing blocks, etc.

Advanced technique . has been applied in the construction

of big projects and thorough studies have been made of the

technological processes and the scientific organization of work,

leading to the completion of the construction of many daring

projects ahead of schedule.

The rapid development and the deepening of the technical-

scientific revolution in the field of construction must neces-

sarily correspond to the rapid rate of the construction of

socialism in Albania. Efforts are being made in al directions,

especially for the continuous raising of the professional, cul-

tural, .technical and scientific level of the workers, and for

the establishment of strict technical and scientific discipline

everywhere.

Chapter six

THE ARTERIES OF THE REPUBLIC

- In the field of communication, too, Albania inherited

great backwardness from the anti-popular regime, of the

past. The few roads, a small number of automobiles and some

wooden boats were all that Albania inherited from the past.

Apart from Iceland, Albania was the only European country

without a railway. All the transport of import-export goods

was carried out by Italian shipping companies. The main

sea-port of the country, Durres, could handle only two small

ships at a time and possessed only one hand-winch of 200

kilograms capacity.

the situation was further aggravated with the occupation

of the country by fascist Italy, and later by Hitlerite Germany.

In November 1944 all forms of transport were paralysed.

To overcome this situation, in 1947, just three years

after the liberation of the country, despite the great dif-

ficulties it had to 'overcome in the different branches of the

economy, the people's state power allocated 44 per cent of

the total investments envisaged for the entire economy to

the development of communications. It was not long before

the results of these efforts began to be felt. Transport in

Albania developed rapidly. The volume of goods transported

today in less than two days is equal to the total volume of

goods transported in 1938. The total length of roads has more

than doubled. Numerous new roads have been opened up

in the mountains, to distant villages and remote mountainous

zones to contribute to the all-round development of the new
cooperatives. The passanger transport in 1979 was 2,863 times

greater and goods transport 163 times greater than in 1938.

In the years of the people's state power, the volume of trans-
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port by coastal shipping increased 17^^^^taW
distance shipping increased 9 fold as agamst 1960. The ton

na^ o^ 4e merchant fleet has increased" nearly 20 times and

?odav its modern ships plough the oceans, while the ports of

Ihe cointryTave been *u*ped with powerful modern ma-

chinery Today the shipyard at Durres is an important base

for repairing Lips of big tonnages, as well as for the cons-

truction of various vessels for maritime transport

The first railway in. Albania was built m 1947 and since

thenle raUway network has been extended year by=
Today, this network transports a volume of goods

J
30 times

greater than the total volume of goods transported m 1938.
_greater than t ^ ^ pQ the number of

telephone lines and call-boxes has increased considerably.

Now airthe villages are linked with the telephone network.

Today AlbJa is in a position, to produce trucks, buses,

'

freitlr^rf^2ge1
C

for the extension of .ansport

in tne 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985). Priority will be given

S raflway transport the transport capacity of which will be

doubled.

Part four

SOCIALIST DISTRIBUTION



Chapter one

DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIONAL INCOME

In all social regimes, the aim of production is determined

by the relations of ownership of the means of production.

When the means of production are owned by the bourgeoisie,

the aim of production is to enrich the owners of capital, through

the exploitation of the workers of their own Country and the

peoples of the colonial and dependant countries. When these

means of production are social property and the exploitation

of man by man has been abolished, the aim of production is

to continuously raise the level of the material and cultural

well-being of the working people. This is the case in the

People's Socialist Republic of Albania, where the state power

is in the hands of the working class led by its vanguard, the

Party of Labour of Albania.

Every product in the People's Socialist Republic of Alba-

nia is destined to satisfy the needs of the people and the

economy.
Therefore there is extended production to which the

response is ever increasing consumption. This whole process

develops without exploiters or exploited. Under the capitalist

regime, such a state of things is inconceivable.

The establishment of the socialist economic and social

system brought about the elimination of the fundamental con-

tradiction of capitalism, that between the social character of

production and the capitalist, private form of appropriation.

Consequently, one of the forms in which this contradiction is

manifested — between production and consumption, has also

been eliminated. Production in Albania is organized in such

a ' way as to fulfil the needs of the working people. Its con-

tinuous growth is an objective necessity which conditions the
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constantly growing consumption by the working people. The'

degree to which the needs of the population are satisfied

depends first of all on the degree of development of produc-

tion. Its continuous expansion not only ensures the quantity of

products necessary to satisfy the growing needs of the popu-

lation but also constitutes an . indispensable condition to ensure

the progress of production.
^

The rapid and continuous increase of the needs of the

people in Albania results not only from the rapid growth of

production, the technical progress, but also from the radical

transformations in the life of the working masses, their higher

material and cultural standards. For their part, these increasing

demands exert a very stimulating influence on the develop-

ment of production.

The increase and distribution of

the national income

Each year the' Albanian workers produce material and

spiritual values of the most diverse kinds, which, m total,

constitute the social product. After the means of production

consumed in the process of production have been replaced,

the remainder of the national income is at the disposal oi

the society, and from this each worker receives the share that

belongs to him. Thus distribution is one of the stages of the

reproduction of the social product which links consumption

with production. Distribution itself is divided into two bran-

ches: that of means of production and that of means of

consumption. The character of the distribution of means ot

production between the differenit classes is determined by the

form of ownership prevailing in the society, while the distri-

bution of the total social product among the different classes

depends entirely on the distribution of the means of produc-

tion, the ownership of the means of production determines

the relations between the social groups in production.

In the capitalist system, the distribution of the social

product has an antagonistic character, as it does not go to

the producers but is appropriated by a handful of exploiters

who possess the overwhelming bulk of the means of produc-

tion Under this system, the capitalists and the big landowners,

who make up a minority of the population, appropriate more

than half the social product.
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In contrast to this, in Albania the socialist principle of

distribution of material blessings ^according to the work done^
has been established on the basis of the social ownership and
the socialist economic system. This means that each member
of society receives his share of the common wealth according
to the quantity and quality of the work he has performed.

The consistent application of this principle encourages
the workers to perfect themselves in their jobs and to achieve
ever better results in their work. Otherwise, it is impossible
to increase the productivity of labour rapidly aind continually
and to advance eventually to the communist principle of dis-

tribution, 4rom each according to his ability, to each accord-
ing to his needs.

»

The character of distribution is reflected first of all in

the distribution of the national income.
Before the war, the rate of increase of the national inco-

me in Albania was very low. In the period 1927-1938, the
national income increased by only 12 per cent or an average
of 1 per cent annually. On the contrary, since the establish-

ment of the people's state power, the national income has been
characterized by consistently high and steady rates of growth.
In the period 1960-1970, when the average annual rate of

growth of national income for Europe was 4.6 per cent, that
of Albania was 7.2 per cent. Particularly high rates of increa-
se in income have been recorded in the sectors of industry
and construction. In the period 1950-1970 the average rates
of increase for these sectors were 15.5 per cent and 12.5 per
cent respectively.

It should be repeated that the rate of increase of the na-
tional income of Albania is constantly increasing. The natio-
nal income in 1975 Increased 13.3 fold as against 1938 while
the national income per capita increased 5.6 fold.

To put it in another way, from 1971 to 1975 the national
income increased by. 38 per cent (the annual average: 6.7 per
cent), while the real per capita income increased by 14.5 per
cent (8.7 per cent for the city workers, and 20.5 per cent for

those of the countryside).

The increase of the national income has been the result
of the harmonization and judicious utilization of all factors
which contribute to its growth, such as: the increase in the
number of workers employed in the sector of material pro-
duction, the increase of the productivity of social labour and
the fall in the cost of production.

21 - 117 A



322 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

Before Liberation, 90 per cent of the national income in

Albania was supplied by agriculture alone/ while today almost

the whole of the national income is created by the two prin-

cipal branches of the national economy: industry and agri-

culture. The general tendency has been the continuous growth

in the contribution of industry to the national income.

Albania has succeeded not only in achieving a rapid

growth of the national income but also in using it judiciously

in the immediate and long-term interests of the working mas-

ses. There are no exploiting parasite classes in Albania. The

entire national income belongs to the working people and is

used to raise the wellbeing of the working people.

The national income is used first of all to ensure the

development of production and the creation of indispensable

reserves. This part comprises the fund of accumulation. The

rest of the national income goes to individual consumption

and constitutes the fund of. consumption.

Distribution of the national income in the People's

Socialist Republic of Albania

National Income

Consumption fund Accumulation Fund

Individual Consumption Social Consumption

The individual consumption of the national income con-

sists of the pay of workers and employees, the incomes of

cooperativists and the incomes of the other strata of the po-

pulation.

The social consumption of the national income consists

of the expenditure for the maintenance and development of

the education system, the public health service, science and

culture, for the improvement of the living standards of the

working people and for social insurance. It also includes the

expenditure for the maintenance of the administrative appa-

ratus, the strengthening of the defence of the country, etc.

In this way, the total income of the socialist state is used

to satisfy the social and individual needs of the working peo-

ple; the current accumulation allocated to the construction of

economic enterprises, schools, hospitals, dwelling houses etc.
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will be transformed tomorrow into the fund of consumption,
It reflects the growth of the national wealth, the wealth of
the entire society, that is, of each of its members.

The policy of the distribution and utilization of the na-
tional income of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania
has always been in accord with the fundamental interests of
the people, it has correctly harmonized the general needs of
society with those of specific groups, the current needs with
long-term needs.

The establishment and maintenance of the fairest pro-
portions in the division of the national income into accumu-
lation and consumption funds has been and still is a matter
of particular concern, as well as one of the essential principles
of the people's economy. Under the people's state power,
(starting from 1950) the national income has been divided each
year in this way: from 26 to about 35 per cent to the fund
of accumulation and 65 to 74 per cent to the fund of consump-
tion.

The division of the national income into accumulation
and consumption funds is characterized by the gradual increase
of the norm of accumulation. This process has passed
through several stages, in conformity with the general condi-
tions, the possibilities and the needs of the country.

Utilization of the national income
in percentage

1951-1955 1956-1960 1961-1965
j

1966-1970 1971-1975

Utilized national

income 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1. Consumption 74.4 73.0 71.2 66.1 64

2. Accumulation 25.6 27.0 28.8 33.9 36

It should be mentioned that during the 5th Five-year Plan
(1971-1975) the productive accumulation funds allocated to the
priority development of the branches of material production,
made up the preponderant part in the division of the total
fund of accumulation.

The increase of the fund of accumulation has been dicta-
ted by the necessity to make large fundamental investments
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in industry, agriculture and communications, to develop and
deepen the technical scientific revolution, to achieve the so-

cialist transformation of agriculture, to carry out the program
for the electrification of the country in a very short time, to

improve the working and living conditions of the working

people, to promote the ideological and cultural revolution, etc.

All this required major material and financial resources which
could be ensured only by increasing the fund of accumulation.

At the same time it should be pointed out that the effect

of the increase in the norm of accumulation on raising the

standard of living of the people will ba even more marked in

the future, because the increased accumulation and the deve-

lopment of production in the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania do not constitute an aim in themselves, but are di-

rectly linked with the fulfilment of the ever growing needs

of the working masses of town and countryside.

The increase in the national income is accompanied' by

the increase in the fund of consumption, and the immediate

and future interests have been harmonized in the most judi-

cious way possible.

The people's state power has followed a wise policy as

regards the increase iin the furM of consumption, making it

contribute to the continuous and general raising of the people^

standard of living, according to the possibilities and condi-

tions of the- country. The fund of consumption has increased

more rapidly than the population. In the past decades the

fund of consumption has increased about 4.2 fold and the

population only 1.7 fold. During tne 5th Five-year Plan

the rate of growth of the fund of consumption was two to

three times greater than the rate of growth of the population.

The policy of the people's state power as regards the im-

provement of the well-being of the people, and linked with,

this, the policy on the utilization of the fund of consumption,

have been based on the continuous increase in the number of

workers in all the sectors of economic and social activity; the

institution, implementation and perfecting of a just system of

remuneration; the steady reduction of prices and the adop-

tion of 'a series of other measures (precisely to raise the living

standards of the masses.

Parallel with individual consumption, - social consumption

has also increased at high rates. From 1961 to 1970, while

the total fund of consumption increased by 60 per cent, the
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fund of individual consumption increased by 56 per cent and

that of social consumption by 98 per cent.

Utilization of the fund of consumption

The year
[

1950-55
\

1956-60
|

1961-65
\
1966-70

Total consumption 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Individual consumption 88.7 88.7 89.1 88.1

Social consumption 11.3 11.3 10.9 11.9

In the 5th Five-year Plan, 64 per cent of the national

income went to the fund of consumption and the growth rate

of this fund was higher than the rate of the increase of the

population.

In 1980, as against 1975, the fund of social consumption

had increased by 18 per cent while the increase of the norm of

accumulation was kept at an average of 30 per cent in all

five years of the 6th Five-year Plan. In the 7th Five-year

Plan (1981-1985) total social output will increase by 34-36 per

cent, the national income will increase by 35-37 per cent, and

the real per capita income by 8-10 per cent.

Social consumption contains in itself the embryo of com-

munist distribution, because the material blessings and servi-

ces are provided for all the working masses free of charge.

The increase of the fund of consumption offers the possibility

of raising the wellbeing of the people and enhancing the spi-

rit of collectivism in the fulfilment of needs, on the basis of

sound ideo-political principles. The free education, free me-

dical service for the entire population, including the peasan-

try, pensions in town and countryside, other subsidies at the

level of social insurance for temporary incapacity to work,

paid maternity leave, school bursaries, holidays in rest homes,

etc. come within this context.

The rapid growth of the fund of consumption has resul-

ted in a further rise, not only in the material wellbeing of

the people, but also in the standard of living and level of

culture of the masses.

The rapid expansion of the productive forces, the per-

fecting of the relations of ;preduction, the ceaseless improve-

ment in the wellbeing of the working masses of town and

/countryside, require a higher norm of accumulation in the

future too, and linked with this, the rapid development -of so-
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cial production, first of all of the production of means of
production. At the same time, the continuous and general rai-
sing of the wellbeing of the people and the gradual application
of the line aimed at reducing the differences in income and
living standards between town and countryside as. well as
within the town and the countryside themselves, has been a
point of special concern in the distribution, redistribution and
utilization of the national income.

The 6th Congress of the PLA issued the directive that,
in the utilisation of the fund consumption in the future,
priority should be given to improving the living standards in
rural areas while not reducing, but rising, the level of well-
being in the cities and without compromising the development
of the lowland areas or the living standards of the people
there; priority should also be given to the development and
improvement of the living conditions of the villages of the
mountainous zones.

In applying this directive of the 6th Congress of the PLA,
the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania and
the Council of Ministers of the People's Socialist Republic of
Albania issued their decision on April 1st, 1976 «On the re-
duction of high salaries, on some improvements in the pay
system of working people and on the further narrowing of
the differences between town and country.^

The preamble to this historic decision points out, among
other things, that during more than three decades of socialist
construction Albania has realized deep-going revolutionary
transformations in every field of life. «The dictatorship of
the proletariat and its social basis, the main pillar of which
is the alliance of the working class and the cooperativist peas-
antry, have been further consolidated^ says the preamble.
The socialist economy has been developed and strengthened
unceasingly as a multi-branched, complex, stable, economy,
which is growing steadily stronger and to which the crises or
any other ills, characteristic of the capitalist-revisionist econ-
omy are unknown. The defence of the Homeland and the
socialist victories have been further reinforced. . . The conti-
nuous increase in social production has led to the uninterrup-
ted raising of the general wellbeing and the cultural level of
the people, and the gradual reduction of the essential differ-

ences between country and town, mental and physical labour.
«In the unceasing process of the development and deepen-

ing of the socialist revolution, the Party of Labour has always
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consistently applied the line of struggle against manifestations

and influences of bourgeois and revisionist ideology and lib-

eral attitudes towards them, the line of class struggle against

liberalism, bureaucracy, technocratism and intellectualism. .

.

«In the present stage of the struggle for the complete

construction of socialism, the perfecting and constant revolu-

tionization of socialist relations of distribution are of great

importance. . . The Party has followed the line of the gra-

dual narrowing of differences between the levels of income

and the ways of life of the working class and the cooperati-

vist peasantry and the different 'categories within those classes,

as well as between town and country. It has always taken

care to maintain as fair a ratio as possible between the sala-

ries of the cadres and the incomes of the workers and coope-

rativists, not to allow marked differences in incomes, which

give rise to the birth of degenerate elements and privileged

strata and directly endanger the dictatorship of the proletariat

and the construction of socialism. At the same time, the Party

has always combated tendencies to petty-bourgeois equal-

itarianasm in the field of remuneration, which is alien and

harmful to socialism.^

Jt is beyond any doubt that the application of the pay

system for workers and officials and the system of remune-

ration of the work of cooperativists, a system which has been

built and improved from time to time, always on the basis

of the socialist law of distribution according to the work done,

has made possible the narrowing of the differences between

low and high wages, between dhe incomes of officials, wor-

kers and cooperativists and the establishment of fairer pro-

portions between them.

It goes without saying that quite the opposite occurs in

the capitalist and revisionist countries, where the pay system

is based on the enrichment of the minority which oppresses

and exploits the majority.

To further develop the correct Marxist-Leninist line m
the field of distribution, it was decided:

A. To reduce the higher salaries and make certain impro-

vements in the system of wages and remuneration of the

working people.

This subject will be dealt with in another chapter of

this volume.
:
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B. To reduce the essential differences between town and
country. -

The concrete measures taken in this direction need no
comment. We shall mention the essential elements of these
measures which the entire Albanian people and especially the
peasantry, hailed with great enthusiasm.

1. The state will take upon itself, in the countryside too,

expenditure for outpatient clinics,- mother and child consul-
tation centres, maternity homes, kindergartens and nurseries,
the wages of the staffs of the houses of culture and health
institutions in the centres of enlarged cooperatives, investments
for the construction of schools, kindergartens and nurseries in
the villages, as well as of houses of culture and health estab-
lishments in. the centres of agricultural cooperatives, the
maintenance costs of 'the internal power system in the villages
and the .telephone network linking the district centres with
the centres of enlarged cooperatives.

The peasantry will continue to contribute as much as
possible to these projects through voluntary work and secu-
ring local materials.

2. To raise the percentage of pensions of cooperativists,
equalising them with those of the city workers, to raise the
minimum pensions of cooperativists; to meet the expenditure
for maternity leave for women cooperativists from state so-
cial security funds, to unify the percentage of maternity paid
leave and childbirth benefits in town and countryside.

3. State investments will be increased in the hilly and
mountainous areas, for the construction of irrigation projects,

for the opening of secondary canals, and for the extension of
the existing irrigation network, to partially or totally cover
the values of the work day for the opening and systematisa-
tion of new land and for the creation of new plantations of

fruit trees and vineyards, for the financing by the state, up
to 50 per cent of the value of the work days spent on the
heavy pruning of olive trees, for building retaining walls
round olive trees and planting olive saplings.

With the aim of increasing draught animals, the state will

help the cooperatives of the hilly and mountainous areas with
financial means for the purchase of these animals.

4. The price of nitrogenous fertilizers will be reduced by
9-15 per cent for the agricultural cooperatives of the hilly and
mountainous regions.
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5. The machine and tractor stations will defray all the

costs of the agricultural cooperatives for the transport and

storage of fuel and agricultural machinery. Investments for

the construction of sheds for the machine and tractor stations

within the cooperatives will be financed by the state.

6. The agricultural cooperatives of the hilly and moun-
tainous areas will be exempted from paying interest on all.

the loans they havei received and will receive in the future,

and the percentage of this interest for the other cooperatives

will be reduced.
.

The premiums for state insurance of agricultural crops,

livestock and the other assets of the agricultural cooperatives

will be reduced to such a level as to merely cover the costs.

It suffices to say that all these measures and other dis-

positions to the benefit of the countryside cost the state

about 140 million leks, a sum greatly in excess of the biggest

price cut decreed in our country in past years.

Finally, let us quote some extracts from the editorial of

«Zeri i populllU of April 2, 1976:

«The entire structure and superstructure of the capitalist-

revisionist world has been shaken to its foundations, it has

badly lost its equilibrium and is sliding relentlessly and irre-

sistably towards disaster, making the situation of the working
masses more and more serious.

«Our reality knows only the road of development and
great achievements. Here, industrial and agricultural produc-

tion, the total social product and the national income, the

fund of accumulation and that of consumption are in continuous

growth. Within the last five years total industrial production

in our country increased 51 per cent, and agricultural produc-

tion 30 per cent. The national income in 1974, as against that

of 1950, increased about 2.8 fold. It is precisely the general

upsurge of our economy that has made it possible to take the

measures envisaged in the decision of the Central Committee
of the PLA and the Council of Ministers of the PRA. . . In our

country his monthly pay is not all the real income that the

working man receives from society, whoever he may be,

whether a cadre or a simple working man. There is also a

whole fund which society outlays in favour of the individual

through other channels. Thus, in 1975, as against 1960, the

fund of consumption more than doubled, while that part of it

which is used to defray the costs of social and cultural mea-
sures, education, health, and social insurance, increased 2.T
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times over. For financing these expenditures, which go direc-
tly to the advantage of the people, the state spends one quar-
ter of its budget each year. On the average, each family be-
nefits to the extent of about 4,000 leks per year from the state
expenditure on social and cultural measures.

«In 1974 the number of people employed in the state
sector alone in our country had increased 2.5 times over 1960,
and on this basis the incomes of every family have increased
and continue to do so... Precisely because of this, the stan-
dard of living here knows only rises. The facts speak clearly:
In 1975, as compared with 1970, the real income per head of
the population increased about 15 per cent. Quite the opposite
is happening in the capitalist and revisionist countries where
living standards are falling continually.

The state budget — an instrument for the distribu-
tion of the national income

The socio-economic character of the budget of a given
state is determined by the form of ownership and the social
regime that prevails. In Albania the budget constitutes the
essential form of the planned creation and utilization of the
centralized fund of financial resources for the extension of
socialist production and the fulfilment of the growing needs
of society. The state budget is made up of receipts which
represent the monetary resources collected by the state, and
expenditure which corresponds to the use of these resources
for the needs of society.

In the capitalist countries, the budget is another weapon
for the. exploitation of the workers and the

. enrichment of the
capitalist monopolies, through the armaments race and the
militarization of the economy. The budget income is derived
essentially from direct and -indirect taxes imposed on the work-
ing people and is used for the benefit of the exploiting clas-
ses. In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, on the con-
trary, the budget is an essential instrument for the distribu-
tion of the national income to the benefit of the working
people, and is intimately linked with the whole national econ-
omy; it serves its planned development and the rational uti-
lization of financial resources in all branches of production.

Immediately after Liberation, the political-economic con-,
tent of the budget changed, both in its income and in its
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expenditure, and was adapted to the nature and character of

the new state power. The establishment of social ownership

of the means of production was accompanied by a transfor-

mation in the field of the distribution of the social product,

now carried out on a socialist basis; in other words, the

structure of the state budget was radically altered.

In 1947, with the establishment of the state economic
enterprises run on the basis of balancing income against

expenditure, part of the social product was channelled into

the state budget in two ways: the revenue from the turnover

tax and that from the tax on profits. This enabled the state

to concentrate in its hands the funds necessary for the

•extended socialist reproduction, the fulfilment of socio-

cultural needs, and the defence of the country, while on
the other hand, it provided the monetary means to ensure

finance for the projects envisaged in the plan for the deve-

lopment of the economy and culture when required, regardless

of the results achieved by particular enterprises in the realisa-

tion of the production in given sectors. The system of two
channels ensures better harmonization of the general interests

of the state with the interests of the economic enterprises

and organizations run on the principle of balancing income
against expenditure. The total budget revenue of the state

has been constantly increasing.

Unlike in the capitalist countries, the taxes payed by
the population in Albania represented only a small part

of the budget revenue, and now these taxes have been
completely abolished.

The budget income is destined, first of all to fulfil the

needs of extended socialist reproduction. This income is

used to finance the national economy in the form of invest-

ments, sums allocated to increase the funds in circulation

and to cover the losses envisaged in the activity of certain

enterprises.

The sums allocated in the state budget for the develop-

ment of the people's economy have increased from one five-

year plan to another. These sums are used for the develop-

ment of heavy industry, the production of mass consumer
goods and agriculture. The budget of the People'-s Socialist

Republic of Albania includes large investments for the con-

struction of various new projects and establishments, plants,

mines, factories, power stations, state farms, schools, hospitals,

sanatoriums, etc.
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The budgetary system in the People's Socialist Republic

of Mbania ensures the territorial distribution of the national

income and the financial means indispensable for the har-

monious development of the economy and culture in all

districts of the country. To this end the budget allocates

considerable sums to the development of all the branches
of the economy, while maintaining fair and harmonious
proportions in the distribution of its funds among the districts.

These tasks are partially realized also, through the investment
funds of the budgets of the district people's 'councils.

However, it should be mentioned that the local resources

do not cover even the requirements for the sectors of

education and public health in the budgets of the district

people's councils. This being the case, the bulk of the invest-

ments necessary for the development of the local economy are

provided by the state budget.
The re-distribution of a part of the national income to

meet the needs of the social order is also brought about by
means of the budget.

In the socialist regime, the wages of the working people

are the main fund for the fulfilment of their material and
cultural needs. On the other hand, however, by means of the

budget, the state provides the working masses with different

services and benefits which have a direct influence on raising

their material and cultural standard of living.

A large part of the budget funds is spent on the develop-
ment of science, education, public health, physical culture

and sports, pensions and all kinds of social security benefits.

These funds constitute an important factor in the continuous
rise in the standard of living of the population.

All the credits allocated by the state budget to different

social-cultural sectors, school bursaries, different kinds of as-

sistance granted through social insurance, family allowances,

the care for children in creches and kindergartens as well as

the low house rents in Albania, contribute directly to increas-

ing the real incomes of the working people.

The state budget of the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania is characterized by the fact that income is always in

excess of expenditure. This is the basic factor which contri-

butes to the strengthening of the monetary system of the
country.
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Albania — the first country in the world

without taxes

The tax system was abolished in Albania un November 6,

1969. In other words, the last remnants of the system of taxes

and levies on the working masses of town and countryside

were swept away once and for all. The development of the

socialist economy "and the extension of socialist relations of

production automatically brought about the abolition of some

taxes as a consequence of the elimination of the basis for

them. On the other hand, the taxes levied on the incomes of

urban and rural working people were gradually rescinded

until they were completely abolished. Thus the incomes of

the people are exempt from any deductions and Albania has

become the first country in the world where the population

pays no taxes or levies whatsoever. ,

Taxes appeared in history at the same time as the divi-
*

sion of society into antagonistic classes and the creation of

states. All states, whatever 'their social system, always have

a tax system appropriate to them.

The bourgeois state uses taxes to exercise its function

of oppression and coercion. In that economic and social sys-

tem, the taxes imposed on the population, and first of all

on the working masses, are the main source of income of

the state budget, without which the very existence of the

state is inconceivable.

During the 20th century, taxes in the capitalist countries,

where they make up 90 per cent of the financial resources

of those states, have been increasing at unprecedented rates.

In the five decades (1917-1967), the total amount of taxes

collected, calculated at 1913 price levels, had increased in the

United States of America 22 fold, in the German Federal

Republic 12 fold, in Italy and Great Britain 7 fold, in France

6 fold and so on.

In the capitalist countries the whole burden of taxes

weighs on the backs of the working masses and is becoming

heavier and heavier resulting in reduction of the workers

standard of living. Taxes imposed on the working families

of the United States and West Germany represent more

than 30 per cent of their incomes, while in France and

Great Britain more than 25 per cent.

Taxes in the capitalist countries are an integral part

of the system of capitalist exploitation and the re-distribution
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of incomes m favour of the bourgeoisie. It is no secret that
most of the colossal sums squeezed from - the people in the
form of taxes are allocated by the governments to military
orders which are extremely profitable to the big monopolies

In the years following Liberation the tax system was re-
tained m Albania as this was indispensable, but its character
was the opposite of that of the past.

At that period, the people's state power used graduated
taxes to gradually strip the exploiting classes of economic
power and concentrate the principal means of production in
the hands of the socialist state.

Taxes have played an important role in the extension of
the basis of the socialist relations of production. In the coun-
tryside, where small-scale private economies predominated,
the tax policy was directed to setting the peasantry on the
road to the socialist collectivization of agriculture. This policy
helped to eliminate the kulaks as a class by imposing increa-
sed taxes on them. On the other hand, it served to support
the extension of collectivization by exempting the newlv
created cooperatives from payment of taxes and by the re-
auction of taxes and levies in general.

Despite the growth of agricultural production, the total
amount of taxes remained unchanged in the period 1950-1968
U
^Jll

}r}^
Q9 When il was r€duced by one third as compared

with 1950.

Since it is the owner of the main means of production,
the Albanian state has as its financial base the accumulation
created by the state economic enterprises and the cooperative
economies.

The gradual reduction and, finally, the abolition of taxes
imposed on the population, result from the extension of the
basis of the socialist relations of production and the develop-
ment of the productive forces of the country/The share of
taxes in the total budget income was 92 per cent for the
fiscal year 1945-1946, 12.6 per cent for 1950, 2.7 per cent for
1960, 0.1 per cent for 1969 and zero for 1970.

Tax contribution to the budget

(in millions of leks)

\

1950
! 1955 1960 1965 1969

Total amount of (direct

and indirect) taxes 97 104 75 70
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These figures show that in the first years after Libera-

tion when the socialist state was not yet the owner of the

principal means of production, taxes constituted its financial

base. However, immediately after the nationalizations of

1946-1947, the tax contribution diminished by nearly three

times, while later, with the development and strengthening

of the socialist economy, taxes were reduced appreciably until

finally, they were totally abolished.

The financial policy of Albania shows that the socialist

regime creates objective possibilities for the abolition of taxes

and the elimination of any deductions from the incomes which
the working people of the country, including the cooperative

peasantry, earn by their work.



Chapter two

COMMERCE IN THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE

Socialist commerce

By its very nature, commerce in the People's Socialist
IRepublic of Albania is fundamentally different from capi-
talist commerce. It is commerce without capitalists or specu-
lators. Before Liberation Albanian internal and foreign trade
was the monopoly of a handful of rich merchants who specu-
lated without control at the expense of the working masses.
The products of agriculture and livestock farming, the main
commodities traded, were monopolised by some 200 big mer-
chants who had concentrated all wholesale trade in their
hands; about 50 of them had direct links with foreign mar-
kets from which they imported almost all industrial products.
They fixed the wholesale prices at which they bought
agricultural products at very low levels, but charged the
-consumer prices many times higher. In their activity, they
were not impelled by concern to fulfil the needs of the people
but solely by the desire to add to their capital. Maximum
profits being their sole purpose, the capitalist merchants pa-
ralyzed the material and technical development of commerce.
Commercial activities were confined, for the most part, to
the main towns. There were only a few stores in the country-
side, and none at all in the remote mountainous regions, so
that the peasants had to walk for days to reach a town where
they could get salt, kerosene or a pair of shoes.

After Liberation, the establishment of common ownership
of the means of production was necessarily accompanied by
corresponding transformations in the mode of distribution of
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material goods. The goods turned out by the socialist enter-
prises were not to be said by the private merchants. This ishow the socialist trade network was born. The means it
uses are socialist property.

Commerce was placed in the service of the people and
it develops m conformity with the fundamental economic
law of socialism on the ever better fulfilment of the constantly
growing needs of society. Through the function of redistribu-
tion by means of the trade network, the bulk of the goods
produced by society are distributed to the consumers accord-
ing to the quantity and quality of the work they have done
Hence, commerce in Albania is the principal form of the dis-
tribution of consumer goods among the members of society
the principal form of the satisfaction of the growing personal
needs of the working people.

Profit is not the objective of Albanian commerce; its
purpose is to ensure continuous supplies of various goods for
the population and to serve the people in the best possible
way.

The strengthening and development of socialist trade are
based essentially on socialist production, but trade itself is
an indispensable condition for the development of production
The trade network, being in direct daily contact with the
consumers and acting as a link between them and production
struggles to raise the living standards of the people and to
fulfil their material and cultural needs; in other words it
serves as a catalyst and stimulant for the expansion' of
production.

Commerce links production with large-scale consumption.
In capitalist society this connection is achieved through free
competition; while in Albania, thanks to the . law of the
planned development, commerce is in a position to co-ordi-
nate production with consumption in a planned way.

Commerce in Albania is based partly on the continuous
expansion of the demands and purchasing power of the mas-
ses. The planned development of socialist production, the
increase of the real incomes of the working people and the
continual reductions in prices result in the growth in the
demand for goods. These factors ensure a proper distribution
ot the goods available so that Albanian commerce Snows no
crises or difficulties from lack of sales

22 - 117 A



338 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

The development of commerce

Internal 'trade in the People's Socialist Republic of Alba-
nia is in the hands of the state. It has developed along with
industrial and agricultural production. The turnover of goodsm 1979 was 10.4 times greater than in 1950. The network of
socialist trade which extends all over the country was in
1979 6.8 times greater than in 1950. Every village has its
store or shopping, centre, each with two or three sectors
The trade network has undergone an unprecedented develop-
ment, especially in the 60's. In three years during the 4th
Five-year Plan 1,000 shops were built in the countryside,
as many as those built in the two previous five-year plans
taken together.

r

The state trade enterprises regularly distribute the goods
produced by socialist industry and the handicraft cooperatives
as well as the daily necessities from the state agricultural
sector, and the special wholesale purchase organizations.

In the years of the people's state power,- along with the
extension of the trade network and the material and technical
base, the structure of the network of shops has been improved
and great progress has been achieved in its extension, moder-
nization and specialization.

A great effort has been made to extend and improve the
provision of social eating facilities. The buffets are already
giving way to restaurants, grill-rooms, numerous kinds of
canteens open m the mornings or at meal times, to dining
rooms, shops selling pre-cooked dishes etc., which are a con-
siderable aid to feeding the working class and all the working
people and lighten the burden of domestic work There one
finds a satisfying variety of meals and high quality service.

The technical equipment provided for the network of
shops, restaurants, etc. has extended unprecedently. A net-
work of cool-stores and freezers enables food products to be
stored and used over longer periods, helps assure uninterrup-
ted supplies for the consumers and raises the quality of the
commercial service.

The retail goods turnover, too, has increased rapidFy,
along with the growth of industrial and agricultural produc-
tion and the rise in the well-being of the people.

The products destined for the market and their structure
have also altered from year to year. Before Liberation, the

COMMERCE IN THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE 339

purchasing power of the working masses was low. In those

conditions, the volume and variety of goods purchased by

the people were very limited; they were reduced to a few

essential products such as bread, salt, cloth, <opinga» (leather

sandals), which could not satisfy even the minimal needs for

existence.

Since Liberation, the range of articles on sale has

been greatly extended. Nowadays, besides the daily necessities,

the shops offer more and more cultural articles, furniture,

electrical appliances, radios, washing machines, refrigerators,

TV sets, school requisites, etc. The complete electrification of

the country took electric light to the most remote mountainous

regions and the torch and candle disappeared once and for

all. This progress, along with other factors inherent in the

struggle for the elimination of backward customs, for the

complete emancipation of women and the narrowing of dif-

ferences between city and countryside have resulted in radi-

cal changes in the structure of the circulation of goods in

the countryside, bringing it closer to that of the cities.

As a result of the impetuous development of the econ-

omy, Albania today fulfils its needs for industrial products

and increases continuously its exports of a wide range of

goods to different countries of the world.

Albania today realizes in less than one month double

the amount of exports carried out in 1938. About 70 per

cent of the Albanian exports consist of finished products,

against 46 per cent in 1960 and only 13 per cent in 1938.

Albania exports minerals and oil by-products, blister

copper and cathodic copper, different kinds of copper wires

and cables, electric power, chemical products, handicrafts

articles, textiles and knitwear, construction materials, articles

of the wood-working industry, foodstuffs, fresh and preserved

vegetables fruits, medicinal plants, etc.

The unified system of prices

Socialist Albania is one of the rare countries of the world

which has not been hit by the financial crisis or fluctuations

of prices. Without doubt this is a consequence of the economic

order which has established and consolidated a unified system

of prices on a national scale. The application of a policy of

unified prices over the entire country is a universal principle
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for the successful construction of socialism and communist

society; this policy excludes all fluctuations of prices, guaran-

tees stability and establishes socialist discipline in production

and distribution. Its characteristic feature is to promote the

setting of prices in a conscious, organized, centralized way,

and conforming to a plan. It is uniform over the entire

economy of the country, and this is an essential condition to

prevent the free play off prices and the transformation, of

the market and of its relations into spontaneous regulators of

production as is the case in the capitalist and revisionist

countries.

The origin of this policy goes back to the first days ot

the establishment of the people's state power. Along with

other revolutionary measures which were taken during that

period, important dispositions were passed to prevent price

rises, to stabilize the market, the money in circulation, etc.

These measures made possible the subsequent application

of a unified and centralized policy in fixing prices, a policy

guided by the predominant interests of the working masses

and the -people's economy.

Thanks to this policy, in the past three decades, 14

important general reductions in prices have been made in

Albania. As a result, the prices of certain mass consumer

goods were 8.1 per cent to 24.5 per cent lower in 1968

than in 1958. At the same time the purchase prices

paid for compulsory deliveries of products are 6 to 6.5 times

higher today than those paid up till 1956.

As a result of the sharpening of the economic and finan-

cial crisis, in recent years prices of many products have risen

to unprecedented levels in the capitalist countries. Conse-

quently, Albania has to pay prices 2, 3, 4 and more times

higher for the machinery, raw materials and other products

it imports from those countries. Nevertheless, the Albanian

economy has not experienced the fluctuation of prices accor-

ding to the spontaneous mechanism of the market. On the

contrary, the prices of the market have been kept perfectly

stable.

On the basis of the complete stability of prices and the

continuous growth in the supply of commodities, the purchas-

ing power of the lek has increased.

The main factor which contributes to the decline in pri-

ces in Albania is the rise in the productivity of labour. It
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is precisely this increase which determines the size of the

price reductions for different products-

In Albania, the price of any particular commodity is not

always the expression in money of the value of the goods

on the market. It is not fixed on the basis of supply and

demand on the market. The price policy of the people's

state power is determined by the interests of the bulk of

the working masses of the country and, first of all, it

concerns the products essential to the life of the working

masses of town and countryside. The enterprises do not have

the right to fix prices themselves.

In socialist Albania, the calculation of prices in money

is not a simple technical calculation, a matter of accountancy,

but above all a social calculation, which has as its aim the

interests of society, the development of production and the

improvement of the living conditions of the working masses.

Thus the prices paid by the state for bread grain purchased

from the mountain cooperatives (where the yields are lower),

are higher than those paid to the lowland cooperatives. This

allows the peasants of the mountainous regions to increase

their incomes and gradually attain the standard of living

of the plains. Here is another example: in-order to encourage

the sale of locally made products, their -prices are set lower

than those of similar imported products.

Prices are used as a means to partly adjust the differen-

ces between various groups of the population. That is why
the retail prices for children's shoes, sandals and clothing

are set in a way favourable to the parents of many children.

Likewise, advantageous prices have been fixed for work tools

and other implements destined for the countryside and

especially for the mountainous regions. The purpose of the

particular commodity is also taken into consideration in

fixing prices. Preserving a proprotion, the prices of luxury

goods are set somewhat higher and those of daily necessities

lower.

Thus, the application of a unified, centralized policy in

fixing prices is a universal law to be observed for the suc-

cessful construction of socialism, for the just distribution and

redistribution of the national income in the interests of the

development of the productive forces and raising the level

of the material and cultural life of the working masses. Such

a policy is an indispensable condition for strengthening the

alliance of the working class with the working peasantry, for
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establishing the fairest possible economic links between town

and countryside, and the gradual reduction of the differences

between the living standards of the urban population and the

working peasantry. The price policy followed by the people's

state power has contributed to the planned and centralized

creation of the necessary accumulation of finance.

The fixing of prices in a planned and centralized way is

a very important factor for the stabilization of the market

and the circulation of money, for increasing the purchasing

power of the Albanian currency, for strengthening the domi-

nant positions of the socialist elements in the economy. On
the other hand, this practice prevents the emergence of

capitalist and revisionist elements.

The policy of fixing prices has been applied by the peo-

ple's state power with the aim of consciously harmonizing

the general and long-term interests with individual and

immediate interests, of harmonizing the general and indi-

vidual needs, of creating and increasing the accumulation of

finance, of continuously increasing the people's consump-

tion and raising the material and cultural level of the life of

the working masses.

The correct price policy applied in Albania has contri-

buted arid will continue to contribute to the development of

industrial and agricultural production and to the constant

improvement of the living standards of the working masses.

Chapter three

EVERYTHING FOR MAN

Work is the foundation on which society exists; it makes

man the master of the riches and inexhaustible forces of

nature.

Unemployment has been abolished in Albania

Albanian emigrants can be found in many countries of

the world. Before the liberation of the country, they were

forced to leave their homes to seek a livelihood in foreign

lands. Nearly 59 per cent of the Albanian workers were

unemployed. Today, this long-standing social evil which

afflicts all the capitalist and revisionist countries without

exception, has been done away with forever in Albania. The

disappearance of unemployment and the realization in prac-

tice of the right to work result from the abolition of private

ownership of the means of production and the establishment

of social ownership of these means, from the liquidation of

the exploiting classes and the abolition of the exploitation

of man by man. .

The right to work is the most important social and

economic right which has been guaranteed to the Albanian

workers with the establishment of the people's state power.

Article 44 of the Constitution states: «In the People's Socia-

list Republic of Albania citizens have the right to work,

which is' guaranteed by the state. Work is a duty and honour

for every able-bodied citizen. Citizens have the right to

choose and exercise their profession according to their capa-

city and personal inclination, and in accordance with the

needs of society.»
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This triumph is closely linked with the nature of the
socialist system itself. The working masses in Albania have
in their hands not only the political power, but also the
principal means and instruments of production

All persons .who have reached the minimum age envisagedby the labour legislation (15 years) are eligible for em-
ployment Any agreement to employ a person who has not

nuH and void
ge enViSaged by the law is iYie&1 and considered

The labour legislation envisages a series of . restrictionson the employment of juveniles in all kinds of work, which

health
3 partlCU'larly ,arduo^ nature and harmful to their

In this context, the labour legislation shows special con-
cern for women workers. It is prohibited to employ women
in heavy work harmful to their health, such as in the mines
drilling oil wells, on blast furnaces, digging wells and pits of
great depth, diving operations, etc.

Citizens enjoy the right to work in their own profession,
speciality or the branch for which they are qualified without
distinction or discrimination. The state is greatly interested to
ensure that people are employed at tasks in which their pro-
ductivity is greatest in quantity and quality. The labour
legislation also includes special dispositions which clearly
regulate the transfer of cadres. These regulations are aimed
at preventing the irrational utilization of the labour force
unjusti&able transfers, etc.

'

At the same time the labour legislation gives the mana-
gement of the different enterprises or organizations the right
to allocate workers to other jobs when the needs and the
interests of production require it. Such a practise is permitted
not only when the interests of production demand it, but
also when it is considered necessary to find easier jobs for
workers who are sick or for those who are incapable of doing
certain jobs. to

The socialist system creates the economic conditions
necessary to make the right to work a reality, something
which does not happen in the capitalist countries. As is
known, the Albanian socialist economy experiences neither
the crises nor the anarchy in production which bring about
the close-down of factories and enterprises and the dismissal
of hundreds of thousands of workers in the capitalist coun-
tries. The Albanian economy develops in conformity with a
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plan, in a continuous and harmonious way, in conformity

with the interests of the nation and the working masses.

Such a development not only opens up new jobs for all able-

bodied people, but also responds to the natural increase of

the population. In 1980 the socialist state sector and the

cooperativist sector of the economy employed over 1 million

people, or the equal :number of the whole population of the

country in 1945.

The continuous rise in the productivity of labour which

is based on improved equipment and organization, of course

frees part of the labour force in certain enterprises but new

jobs are opened up for them in the new projects which the

people's state power builds.

The planning of the economy makes it possible to guaran-

tee work for all able-bodied citizens in their own occupations.

New occupations are created along with the development,

extension and establishment of other branches of the econ-

omy. While the law on the classification of workers m
1947 envisaged 85 occupations, mostly manual, today the

new classification tables include more than 3,000 occupations.

During the process of extended socialist reproduction a cor-

rect and harmonious proportion is established between the

growth of the labour force and the needs of the economy

of the entire country, while taking account of the interests

of the development of the people's economy in each separate

region of the country.

The construction of socialism is also accompanied by the

elimination of the marked inequality in development between

different regions of the country. This is of particular impor-

tance for ensuring full employment of the labour force in all

regions of the country. Each district of the People's Socialist

Republic of Albania has its own state and cooperative econ-

omic enterprises, its own construction sites and cultural insti-

tutions.

The Albanian worker cannot be arbitrarily

dismissed

In the capitalist countries the employer has the power

to throw the worker out on the street, while in Albania this

is only a bitter memory. The illegal dismissal of a worker

is considered a grave violation of the labour code. In such
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cases, the organs dealing with labour conflicts reinstate the

worker to his former position, and when there are particu-

larly grave violations of the labour code, they take disciplinary

or penal measures appropriate to the case against the guilty

person.

The clear definition of cases in which the management
is entitled to dismiss a worker guarantees the stability of

relations of employment according to the law. Every worker

or employee knows that his right to work is protected by law

against any bureaucratic action.

Under the law, the management of an enterprise or

organization can dismiss a worker or employee only when the

latter has the right to retirement, in other words, when he

has fulfilled both conditions required by law on social insu-

rance, length of service at work and the age of retirement.

A worker or employee can also be dismissed when he proves

unfit to discharge the task or function assigned to him,

especially when he lacks the required professional qualifica-

tions or the health, moral and political conditions.

According to the law, dismissal on grounds of incapability

can be carried out only when the non-realization of the objec-

tives of production or other tasks is the result of the objective

incapacity of the worker in normal working conditions. When
this stems from the fact that the management of the enter-

prise has not created the normal working conditions, the

worker cannot be dismissed. It should be mentioned that

the dismissed worker is guaranteed another job according

to his abilities.

In many cases the non-fulfiilment of the tasks set can

be the result of the worker's state of health. The manage-
ments of enterprises very rarely dismiss workers on these

grounds, and when they do so it is with great circumspection.

In such cases, they are obliged to find the dismissed worker

another job suitable to his state of health. If a worker,

even though sick, fulfils the tasks assigned to him, he can-

not be dismissed. Those working in food-handling establish-

ments, kindergartens, prophylactic establishments, etc. in

which their illness might have consequences for the health

of the population, are an exception to this regulation.

Incapacity to work for health reasons can be declared

only by the competent medical organ, in conformity with

the regulations laid down on this question.

Many functions in the activity of the various enterprises,
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institutions or organs require perfect moral and political puri-

ty. For example, a teacher can be very highly qualified, but

he cannot educate the younger generation as he should, if

he is not morally and politically sound, if, for instance he

steals, engages in morally condemnable activities, etc. At

first sight, it may seem that such conduct does not concern

his professional activities, but in fact such a teacher cannot

satisfactorily fulfil the task of educating the youth and the

organ he belongs to has the right to dismiss him. Other

requirements of this kind have to be met for numerous

other functions.

In such cases, the dismissal of the worker, according to

the Labour Code, is carried out when the latter does not

fulfil the necessary conditions for the proper accomplishment

of the task assigned to him.

The managements of the different employing establish-

ments or organs have the right to dismiss a worker or em-

ployee if he has been absent from work for six successive

months! However, they have not the right to do so if .the

worker is absent intermittantly because of illness, even if

this period is longer than six months. Another stipulation

of the law is that the dismissal cannot be carried out if the

worker continues to be ill, and in no way after he has

recovered and resumed his work. Another exception to this

rule is a further concession made to mothers after child-

birth. Under the law, a woman worker cannot be dismissed

for failing to go to work until she has used her maternity

leave, another three months' unpaid leave, plus another six

months stipulated by Article 65 of the Labour Code.

It should be said that in such cases, the managements

have the right but not the obligation to dismiss the sick

worker or employee. This means that, they can keep his

job open during the whole period of his illness if this does

not hinder the normal functioning of the enterprise. The

organs charged with adjudicating in disputes of this kind

always refer to the provisions of the law and carefully ana-

lyse whether the absence from work of the person concerned

-influences the functioning of the enterprise, institution or

organ In practice this provision is very rarely applied.

The rigorous definition of the cases when the manage-

ment has the right to dismiss workers, excludes all arbitrary

action in this field and guarantees the workers' employement

On the other hand, if the management of the enterprise dis-
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misses a worker according to the law, it is obliged to find
him another appropriate job.

It is very rare in Albania for an enterprise or organi-
zation to close its activities or make major reductions in
staff. In such cases the management has the right to dis-
miss the worker on its own initiative, but it has to find hirn
another job in the same establishment or somewhere else.
The same occurs when a reorganization of the enterprise or
organism is carried out. In this case, the management is
authorized to dismiss the workers whose jobs have been eli-
minated but it has the right to transfer them to the new
enterprise or organization created as a result of the reorga-
nisation.

Working hours

In Albania work is not a heavy burden as it was in the
past. Under the anti-popular regimes the Albanian worker
toiled 12 hours a day and in certain enterprises, such as
those of Kucova and Selenica, 14 to 16 hours a day. Those
working in cafes, restaurants, bakeries, etc. far from having
fixed working hours did not have even one day off per
week.

After Liberation, the right to a fixed working day with
reduced hours was sanctioned by law.

The labour legislation fixes the working, day at 8
hours and 7 hours' without reduction in pay for night shift
work; for juvenile workers and certain categories of workers
employed underground or in particularly arduous work harm-
ful to the health, as well as those engaged in certain kinds
of intellectual work (education, the public health service,
etc.) the working day is reduced to 5 hours without reduction
in pay.

Workers pursuing their secondary school studies part-
time in evening schools work 45 hours a week; those at-
tending evening classes in higher studies work 7 hours a day
while those preparing to take a doctorate while continuing
on their jobs work only 6 hours a day. A nursing mother
is entitled to be absent from work for half an hour each
three or four hours to feed her baby until it reaches the age
of 9 months. In all these cases, despite the reduced working
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hours, the workers receive full pay corresponding to an

eight hour working day.

The labour legislation of the P.S.R. of Albania envisages

that in special cases, the workers by their own consent may
work overtime hours, especially to meet the urgent needs

of the enterprise or production. In order to protect the health

of the workers, the law sets a limit of 180 hours of overtime

work per year.

The legal sanctioning of fixed working hours is aimed,

on the one hand, at ensuring that the indispensable social

work is done and, on the other hand, at guaranteeing the

workers protection at work as well as the necessary conditions

for a more active participation in the political, cultural and

social life.

Paid holidays for the workers and their families

Along with the right to work, the state guarantees the

workers the right to rest. All workers and employees are

entitled to days of rest on civil holidays such as the Pro-

clamation of Independence (28 November, 1912), the Procla-

mation of the Republic (January 11, 1946), May Day, the Day
of the Liberation of the Homeland (November 29, 1944) and

New Year's Day.

The workers are also entitled to annual leave of 12 work-

ing days while juvenile workers, under 16 years of age, are

entitled to 24 days annual leave. The workers employed on

more than 70 different particularly hazardous jobs, such as

miners, steel workers, tannery workers, workers in the to-

bacco, oil, cement, glass, brick and printing industries, as

well as those of the public health service working in esta-

blishments for the treatment of infectious or mental diseases,

public education, culture and science, etc. are entitled to

longer annual holidays ranging from 6 to 36 supplementary

days.

The social insurance law envisages aid for people who
need to stay for longer periods in the health resorts, sanato-

riums, thermal spas, etc. Such aid is granted to people suf-

fering from tuberculosis, mental disorders, rheumatism or

renal diseases.

The worker or employee is entitled to his full leave even
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when he is transferred from one enterprise or institution to

another.
The Albanian workers enjoy the best of conditions to

spend the holidays in an active and cultured way. Our country
abounds in beauty spots. Amidst some of these beautiful

landscapes the state has set up sanatoriums, holiday and
tourist resorts and young pioneers' camps, where the workers
and their children can pass their holidays.

The number of such resorts, unheard of before Libera-
tion, has increased from year to year. It should be pointed
out that the number of people enjoying these facilities has
also increased in similar proportions and other rest homes
have been built since then.

Each year, thousands of workers, children and retired

people pass their annual holidays in the holiday hostels

administered by the Trade Unions. For their stay in these

places (15 or 25 days depending, on the 'nature of their jobs)

the workers pay only one third of the real cost. The remainder
is covered by the state. To put this another way, the total

sum the worker pays for his holiday is equal to one sixth

of his monthly pay (annual holidays are on full pay).

The holiday hostels in Albania are not simply rest homes,
but also centres of education and recreation where numerous
cultural, sporting and sight-seeing activities are organized.

Health clinics attached to each holiday hostel keep the health

of adults and children under supervison.

Children may pass their holidays in the young pioneers'

camps. Besides this, under the care of the state and the mass
organizations, the different enterprises, the agricultural coo-

peratives, the schools and city quarters, daily holiday centres

for children have been set up in appropriate places in town
and countryside, where the children can have their lunch and
enjoy playground facilities.

Hotels, villas and bungalows have been put at the disposal

of the workers in all the health resorts of the country. All

workers, even the least qualified, can pass their holidays,

alone or with their families, in these centres, which include

the numerous hotels of the Durres beach.

Cultural centres, houses of culture and different clubs,

libraries, lecture-halls, cinemas, etc. are at the disposal of

the workers in their leisure time. Mass participation is a

distinctive feature of the workers' amateur artistic movement
in Albania which includes all genres of art. Song festivals,

EVERYTHING FOE MAN 351

drama festivals, etc. are organized in all districts of the coun-

try and on a national scale.
.

'

The Trade Unions are particularly interested m the phy-

sical education of the masses and organize mass sporting and

physical culture activities. The Trade Unions have established

tourist resorts in the most beautiful spots of the country

which attract thousands of working people from the cities-

in all seasons. The right to work and paid holidays is a^ great

victory which the working class has achieved thanks to the

establishment of the people's state power.

Labour protection

Before Liberation there was no labour protection legisla-

tion in Albania. Accidents were especially frequent and grave

in the mines. Many workers were afflicted by tuberculosis

or rheumatism only after a short period of employment.

A similar situation exists today in the capitalist coun-

tries. There the worker is considered a mechanism, an appen-

dage to the machines, «a living automaton^ The speed-up and

intensification of work transforms the workers into slaves

of the machines. Instead of improving the workers working

and living conditions the mechanization of industry has made

them worse. wi- ~p
On the contrary, in the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania, labour protection, safeguarding the life and health

of the workers, constitutes one of the essential principle*

which regulates the socialist organization of labour and is

an integral part of the economic plans of the state. The prin-

ciple is to improve the working conditions, to prevent ac-

cidents and occupational diseases. Our state provides the dif-

ferent enterprises or organizations with special iunds tor

labour protection measures. All breaches of the safety regu-

lations on the part of those who have been charged with the

task of ensuring their application are punishable by law.

The right to work, the Labour Code and other provisions,

make it the duty of management to organize production m
such a way as to avoid damage to the health of the workers.

The rapid industrialization of the country is carried out

according to up-to-date scientific methods and technology,

and consequently, all the factories, installations, establish-

ments and other projects already constructed or m the
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course of construction are provided with all the necessary
equipment for safety at work and labour protection. As
regards accidents at work, the situation in Albania is much
better than that of many other countries of Europe, and
thanks to the measures taken, occupational diseases do not
constitute any problem.

Regardless of this progress, with the aim of guaranteeing
the appropriate technical and hygienic conditions, the La-
bour Code stipulates the following provisions:

Enterprises cannot build, bring into service, or alter their
premises without the authorization of the State Health In-
spectorate, the Labour Inspectorate and the Trade Unions

The production, sale and commissioning of new machinery
and equipment are not authorized if they are not provided
with safety devices, do not satisfy the requirements of safety
at work or are hazardous to the health of the workers

The managements of enterprises are obliged to take mea-
sures to create good technical and hygienic conditions in their
establishments. Thus, they have to take care to eliminate
<Iust and toxic gases, to instal an appropriate ventilation
system and to ensure normal temperature and lighting

^•^ T^?
S °f thousands of workers engaged in particularly

difficult processes, harmful to their health and causing heavy
wear and tear of clothing, receive free working clothes and
soap. Thus, workers in the oil industry and the mines, receive
issues of special clothing two or three times a year

Those working in an atmosphere polluted by harmful
gases or vapours receive half a litre of milk daily. Those
working in very high temperatures are provided with aerated
water containing salt.

State organs with wide powers to inspect health and
hygiene and safety conditions on the job have been set up
to ensure that the provisions on labour protection, safety
at work and the health and hygiene regulations are applied.On the other hand, the workers themselves, the mass organi-
zations and the trade unions in particular, have the right
and the duty to exercise control over the application of the
labour protection regulations and to demand that the persons
charged with this task, strictly adhere to the standards laid
down.

v T
h
A
G Protection of Labour in the People's Socialist Repub-

lic of Albania is characterized by a series of measures taken
to make work as light as possible and with the least danger
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' for the workers. The most important means used to achieve
this objective are the mechanization and automation of

production.

Remuneration according to work done

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania the princi-
ple of equal pay for equal work is fully applied for all

workers without distinction. This principle is embodied in
Article 30 of the Constitution of the Republic: «ln the
People's Socialist Republic of Albania the socialist principle
'from each according to his ability, to each according to his
work' is implemented.»

The effect of the correct application of the principle of
remuneration in proportion to the quality and quantity of
work done is to interest the workers in increasing production
and improving its quality, in increasing the productivity of
labour and reducing its cost, which are the determining
factors for the continuous rise in the standard, of living of
the working masses.

The law of remuneration according to work done is

applied mainly through the pay system, In Albania wages
and salaries are the monetary expression of the part of the
social product distributed to the workers and employees by
the state, in conformity with the law of remuneration ac-
cording to the quantity and quality of work done, for the
satisfaction of their material and cultural needs.

In conformity with the requirements of the fundamental
economic law of socialism and the law of distribution accord-
ing to the quantity and quality of work done, the Albanian
state determines the total wages fund and the different pay
levels of all categories of workers in the different branches
of the economy, in a planned way. The size of this fund
for each given period depends on the level achieved in the
development of the productive forces and the productivity
of social labour. With the increase of the productivity of
labour, both the part of total production destined for the
expansion of production and the part destined for consumpt-
ion increase. Thus the level of pay goes up in the same
measure as the productivity of labour rises. The increase in

the productivity of labour must always be greater than the
rise v in pay. This is the only way to achieve an increase

23 -.1X7 A
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in production sufficient to ensure the systematic increase

of that part of social production allocated to the satisfaction

of the needs of the working masses.

\ The pay system has been built in such a way as to

correspond as exactly as possible to the quantity and quality

of the work done by each worker. The method of calculating

the pay of workers and employees for the different kinds of

work is left to the competence of the government, which

takes account not only of the quantity and quality of the

work done, but also 'of the kind, the category and the

degree of difficulty of each job, as well as of the level

of qualification it calls for. The level' of qualification and

education of the workers, their active contribution to raising

the productivity of labour and their participation in increasing

production are likewise taken into account in elaborating the

pay system.

The labour legislation envisages special treatment for

juveniles under 16 years of age. Besides the pay they earn

for the work they do, they are entitled to a supplement

equivalent to two working hours.

When the worker or the employee is detached from his

place of work for any justifiable reason for a given period,

he continues to be paid by the enterprise or organization

in which he is normally employed. This right is invoked

when he takes part in the meetings of the People's Assembly

or the people's council as a representative of the people,

when he exercises the function of an assistant judge, when

he is called as a witness or expert by a law court or by the

organs of justice and when he is a delegate to a congress,

conference or plenum. In case the worker or the employee

is left without work as a result of the interruption of pro-

duction, of which he is not the cause, the enterprise, institu-

tion or organization that employs him, is obliged to pay him

half the usual pay if it does not find him another job ac-

cording to, the provisions in force.

Those sent on service away from their normal places of

residence have the right to be reimbursed for this travel

expenditure. They also receive another daily allowance to

cover board lodging and other costs. In case a worker is

unjustly left without employment as a
:

result of a breach of

contract on the part of the enterprise or organization to

which he is attached, he is entitled to remuneration which

must not exceed his normal monthly pay.

EVERYTHING FOR MAN 355

The salary, remuneration or any other form of allowance
which the worker or the employee receives from the enter-
prise or organization where he is employed is the fruit of the
work he has done to accomplish the task to which he has been
assigned and is not subject to any deductions.

The aim of the labour legislation of the P.S.R. of Albania,
through the standards which it prescribes setting the payscale
for the worker or the employee, is to effectively guarantee
the just remuneration of all workers on the one hand, and,
on the other hand, to combat in an organized way the petty-
bourgeois tendencies to take the maximum from society and
contribute the minimum, to combat laziness, hankering after
an easy life, and all kinds of formalism and official rigidity
in social relations, which hinder the progress of society.

. In recent years, many urban and rural enterprises have
applied collective production norms. This form represents a
more advanced stage in the socialist organization of work,
because it develops the collective spirit, enhances the role
of the masses in the solution of the organizational, technical
and economic problems of production and contributes to the
revolutionization of the consciousness of the workers, etc.

This form of remuneration favours closer cooperation among
the workers, links the individual interest more correctly with
the collective interest.

All workers are interested in the growth of production
on bath the enterprise and the national scale. To the extent
that the social wealth increases, the well-being of the working
people improves through higher pay and lower prices.

For a more correct ratio between high and
average salaries

The establishment of a correct ratio between the salaries

of the working people, without absolutely levelling them,

is of great importance and a condition for the establishment

of correct relations between the workers and the leading

cadres. Great inequalities in pay cut the leading cadres* and
the intelligentsia off from the masses, encourage office work
and foster contempt for work in production, revive tendencies

to seek personal ease, to put personal interests above the

general interest, and create a favourable terrain for bour-
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geois and revisionist degeneration. That is why the pay system

has been reviewed, completed and improved six times m
the period 1947-1967. Consequently a system which exists in

no other country without great differentials between high

and average salaries has been established in Albania.

However, until recent years certain anomalies which

were mainly the result of historical circumstances, stiU remai-

ned in this field. ,
'

In order to eliminate these anomalies, a series of measures

have been taken to improve the ratio between salaries, by

further reducing the differences between high and low sala-

ries and by improving the socialist relations of distribution.

To this end, the road of reducing the salaries of the top

functionaries, beginning from the leaders of the Party and

the state was adopted. At the same time, the low salaries

for certain categories of workers and the lowest pensions

were raised, the maximum level of pensions was set, etc.

The new pay system which came into force in September

1 1967, was relieved of certain excesses in incentive payments.

The funds saved by the elimination of incentive payments

were completely, redistributed with the aim of adjusting

the salaries of workers of certain branches of the economy

and generally speaking, of those branches in which the incen-

tive payments were eliminated. Along with these measures

reducing pay differentials and the abolition of taxes, the

differences in pay according to the various degress of quali-

fication and categories of work were also reduced, the pay

ratio between the different categories of workers was im-

proved and the wages at the lower end of the payscales m
different branches of the economy were raised. As a result

of these measures, the lower wages in Albania were increased

8 per cent, while in certain branches of the economy, this

figure was 20 per cent. Thus the ratio between the lowest

and highest pay ranged from 1: 2.5 to 1:3. The ratio between

the wages of workers of the former and the latter categories

varied for workers of different branches from 1:1.55. Like-

wise, the ratio between the pay of the workers and that oi the

technical and engineering staff varied, in different branches of

the economy, from 1 : 1.7 and in some cases from 1 : 1.86.

The pay system in Albania is a powerful factor which

stimulates social production and increases productivity of

labour, which encourages the workers to constantly raise

their level of technical-professional qualification.

EVERYTHING FOR MAN 357

In elaborating and applying the pay system m .Albania,

the close connections between the political economic tech-

nical organizational and social factors which impel and

Sly influence the planned distribution, the organization

of wo?k, its productive potential, the development of the

productive forces, as well as the orientations on raising the

well-being of the people and the extent to which this s

Effected have always been taken into consideration. This

system is founded on the Marxist-Leninist principles and

responds to the requirements of the objective economic law

of distribution according to work done.,
,

The people's state power does not proceed frorn egali-

tarian tendencies in dealing with the problem of the
*

^da-
tion of anomalies in the pay system. In the first place _the

different rates of pay permit an
§

acceptab e di

between the pay for an arduous job and that for an easy

fobTSkewie,work in difficult conditions, (underground m
^ places or high-temperatures, etc.) is better paid than work

in more or less normal conditions. Particular care is taken

to ™ve a fair differentiation in pay for work o1 greater

responsibility and requiring a higher leve of

Thus a job which calfe for a higher level of qualification

whfch is particularly complex, entails great responsibility and

o^mTnds Tgreat concentration of the intellectual capacities,

Abetter paid than a simple job requiring^^^^l
At the same time, in drawing up and applying the salary

the practice has been followed that, in general jobs

fn the ^bFZS^Ix*^ and sectors of the national

™mHre better paid than those in the other sectors and

^wit^uffailing into the equalization of -

differences were eliminated and the soc ahst law of remu

neration according to work done is applK*I

The real wages of the workers in tne reopies a

Republic of AZnia have been increasing as a result of the

Tussive reductions of prices the abol£on of toes the

liquidation of unemployment, efe So xfJ^ffJ^^
of average wages as 100 in lyou, m xwv

to 163. Today it is much higher.
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Wages and allowances do not constitute the only source

of income for the workers. The state ensures them other

advantages through different channels, for example social

insurance benefits, bursaries, paid holidays, educational ser-

vices and the health service, all of which function free of

charge to their advantage.

These benefits represent an effective addition to their

wages of nearly one third.

To end this chapter, let us remind the reader of the

decfsion of the Central Committee of the PLA and the Council

of Ministers of the PJS.R. of Albania, published on April

1, 1976 «On the reduction of high salaries, on some improve-

ments in the pay system of working people and the further

narrowing of differences between town and countryside*,

which we mentioned in the chapter concerning agriculture

and the cooperativist peasantry.

In the space of about one decade, from September 1, 1967,

the day when the new pay system came into force, up till

April 1, 1976, Albania has realized deep-going revolutionary

transformations in every field of life. Taking account of the

fact that in the present stage of the struggle for the complete

construction of socialism the perfecting and constant revolu-

tionization of socialist relations of distribution are of great

importance, the Party, without ever deviating from the cor-

rect Marxist-Leninist revolutionary concept of the role and

importance of these relations, has followed the line of the

gradual narrowing of differences between the levels of income

and the ways of life of the working class and cooperativist

peasantry and among the different categories within each of

these classes, while simultaneously waging a ceaseless fight

against tendencies to petty-bourgeois equalitarianism in this

field - . . , v ,

To further develop this correct Marxist-*Lenmist line, and

in conformity with the directives of the 6th Congress of

the PLA and the teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha, as

well as supporting and approving the revolutionary initiatives

of the working people for the improvement of the system of

pay and remuneration for work done, to further narrow the

differences between mental and physical labour and between

town and countryside according to the conditions and pos-

sibilities which the socialist development of the peoples

economy has created, the Central Committee of the PLA and

the Council of Ministers of the P.S.R. of Albania took the
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historic decision, the essential provisions of which follow:

1 « to reduce the high salaries of leading cadres, the

intelligentsia, and cadres of the armed forces, in excess of

900 lets per month, without affecting low and medium wages,

except in certain cases, in order to preserve the necessary

proportions. The reductions of high salaries will be from 4 to

25 per cent of the present salaries. . .»

2 « to reduce the salaries of teaching staff and scien-

tific workers of the higher schools and scientific research

institutions from 14 to 22 per cent, to reduce the bonuses

for scientific titles and degrees up to 50 per cent and the

bonuses for creative literary, artistic and scientific works SO-

SO per cent, and in certain branches of the economy to abolish

a number of bonuses and other extra payments which are

unjustifiable in the present conditions. .
.>>

t

3 «To raise the wages of the workers of agriculture

and fruit-growing on the state farms, by linking the rewards

for their work with realization of the targets of the produc-

tion pW ^ieye an even, better appreciation of the jobs

where material blessings are produced, so that people work

Tnd hve wherever thl interests of the Homeland require

and to combat any manifestation of careerism and bureau-

cracy, the salaries of specialists working m *%^e ?^
mic branch will be unified, irrespective of the category

of the district or enterprise where they work. Likewise, these

measures are aimed at unifying the salaries of *V™^
working in production with those of specialists m the admi-

nistration of enterprises and cooperatives of the same econo-

mic branch or the apparatus of the executive committees

of the district people's councils. , .

™For the purpose of improving the ratio between the

salaries of higher and middle specialists with those of the

mort highly qualified workers with long working expenence

teinnine from April 1, 1976, the young specialists, after

SuSg £m the higher schools, for the firsttwo years

ft work will receive a salary cose to that" f the workers

with the highest level of qualification in the same brancn>

while the young specialists trained in the vocational middle

Schools ^appointed as staff officials will, as a rule, recewe

a salarv one grade lower down the scale.

5 I<To further stimulate the interest of the workers and

specialists of enterprises, executive committees of the district
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people's councils, ministries and other central institutions, in

raising their ideo-political, cultural and technical-professional

level, a system of determining the level of qualification of

the workers and specialists through cultural-professional cer-

tification will be applied.

«This system is designed to respond to the vital necessity

that the working class must not only produce material goods
ever more abundantly and of better quality, but first and
foremost, as the class in power it must ceaselessly raise its

level of qualification, so that under the leadership of the
Party, it will play its role more actively in running the
entire life of the country. The cultural-professional certi-

fication should , also help to bring about that the workers
and specialists respond better to the tasks incumbent on
them for the development and deepening of the technical

and scientific revolution, by applying science and technology
more extensively in production and placing the organization

and management of the people's economy ,on a sounder scien-

tific basis*.

6. «To improve the implementation of the principle of

remuneration according to quantity and quality of the work
done, as well as the socialist organization of the work, changes
will be effected in the classification of work processes and
jobs and the practice of payment on the basis of the category

of the job will be extended.

*

7. «To further improve the proportions between the

wages of workers in different branches of the economy,
certain disproportions which have been observed in the

wages of workers in the fishing industry and those of

maritime transport will be adjusted.*

8. ^Parallel with, the changes and improvements in the

system of wages and remuneration, the Central Committee
and the Council of Ministers recommend that high retire-

ment, invalidity and long-service pensions for militarymen,

should be reduced proportionately with the reduction of

high salaries.

«Thus fairer proportions will be established between the

remuneration of the working people employed in production

and other social activities, on the one hand, and old age

or other pensions which the working people enjoy, on the

other hand. This is also aimed at narrowing differences in

incomes between various categories of pensioners.

9. tiLt is recommended to the agricultural cooperatives
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that they, too, should apply the above measures in the field

of the organization and remuneration of work.*

In the final part of this decision, the Central Com-

mittee of the Party of Labour of Albania and the Council

of Ministers of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania

express their full conviction that the measures adopted

^express the desires, will, and interests of the working class,

the cooperativist peasantry, and the people's intelligentsia.

These measures,* says the document, «will give a new impul-

se to the revolutionization of the life of our country and will

become a fresh source of inspiration to achieve further, even

greater victories in all fields of socialist construction.*

Thus, in our country today, the ratio between the average

pay of the workers of a given branch, and the salary of a

director of an enterprise is 1:1.7; the ratio between the

average pay of the workers in general and the salary of a

director of a ministry is 1:2; the ratio between the lowest

and the highest wages of the workers in a given branch,

is about 1.5 : 1.65, etc.

«Zeri i popullit*, in its editorial of April 2, 1976 entitled,

«A new victory of the policy of the Party of Labour of

Albania for raising the general well-being of the people*,

stresses the great political, ideological and social importance

of this decision: -The classics of Marxism-Leninism teach us

that the distribution of the product in socialism should be

based on the principles, 'from each according to his ability,

to each according to his work', and 'equal pay for equal

work'. However, they have also pointed out that the de-
ferences in pay should be as small as possible, so that the

pay of an official, as Lenin said, 'should not be higher than

the average pay of a good worker!'. . . Thus, in our country

the ratio between the average pay of the workers and the

higher salaries of officials at the moment is 1 : 2.5. The new

decision of the Central Committee of the PLA and the
#

Council

of Ministers of the P.S.R. of Albania brings this ratio down

to 1 • 2. . . Our course,* says «Zeri i popullit*, «it is diame-

trically opposed to that of the revisionists. At the 25th

Congress of the Soviet revisionist party they openly decla-

red that their policy in the field of incomes and consumption,

is based as in the past, on the principle that the main way

to increase revenues is to increase salaries, in the first place

to increase the salaries of leading cadres and specialists, who

have already degenerated into bourgeois of the new type.
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In the revisionist countries, where savage oppression and
exploitation reign and where the class polarization is becom-
ing more and more marked, those of the revisionist caste,

through their salaries and legal bonuses alone, secure inco-

mes 20 and more times greater than those of the workers,

without counting what they get by other speculative me-
thods. .. The measures which the decisions envisage are an
expression of the superiority of our socialist economic and
social system and of the rapid and continuous progress of

our planned economy.»

«Zeri i popullnV then goes on to quote figures to show
the rise in the well-being of the people in the P.S.R. of

Albania: «What a great contrast between the situation of

the working people in our country and that of the workers
in the capitalist and revisionist countries, where unemploy-
ment ds hanging over their heads like the sword of Da-
mocles! In these countries today, there are about 20 million

such people, deprived of the necessary means of livelihood.

But this is not all. An unbridled and unprecedented inflation

is rampaging throughout the entire capitalist-revisionist

world. The prices of consumer goods had increased last year

(1975) as compared with 1970, as follows: In the USA 140
per cent, Britain 190.5 per cent, Italy 171,4 per cent, Greece
182.5 per cent, and Yugoslavia 252.1 per cent. A similar

situation prevails dn the other revisionist countries. Let us
take as an example Poland, where large-scale strikes arid

demonstrations by the workers erupted in July 1975 against

the rise in prices of consumer goods.

«The gloomy picture of the reality of the 'consumer
society*^, continues «Zeri i popullit», ^becomes still more com-
plete if account is taken of the fact that in those countries, 60
per cent of the family income goes to pay house rent, rates

and taxes, the consumption of electric power, insurance,

medical expenses and other things of this nature. The work-
ing people of our country are the first in the world who pay
no taxes or levies. A working man's income for 1-2 days
work is sufficient to pay his house rent for one month. The
charges for drinking water, light and other services of this

category are extremely modest if not merely symbolic. Thus
the working people of our country have almost all their income
available to fulfill their needs for food, clothing and household

equipment at stable or downward-moving prices. This is why
the standard of living in our country is rising steadily.»

Chapter Four

SOCIAL SECURITY

In the Albania of the past, there was no greater misfor-

tune for a worker than to lose his ability to work because

of advanced age or sickness. He may have toiled all his

life and created the most valuable things with his own hands,

but he was condemned to pass his last years in poverty

and suffering. He became a heavy burden even for his own
family.

Before Liberation, Albania was the only country in Europe

without any system of social insurance. In case of illness

or accident at work, far from receiving any compensation,

the worker had to pay all the costs of treatment in hospital

or any other health establishment out of his own pocket.

His family was left without any assistance. Regardless of

his years of service, the worker received not the slightest

compensation when he was old or no longer fit to work.
^

A social insurance system was established in Albania

immediately after the Liberation of the country. This system

developed along with the development and strengthening of

the national economy and today constitutes one of the world's

most complete and diversified systems in this field.

The social insurance system in Albania is based on the

principles of socialist humanism and it contributes to the de-

velopment of the productive activity of the working people.

All working people are ensured

The state social insurance system of the People's Socia-

list Republic of Albania is explicitly sanctioned in the Con^

stitution, and its application is compulsory to all wage and

salary earners without exception or limitation, regardless of
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the branch of the economy or sector in. which they work,

whether their jobs are of a permanent or seasonal nature

and regardless of the method of paying them or the form

of the payment they receive.

The worker has the right to benefit from social insurance

as soon as he has a job.

This right cannot be denied to the worker or employee

for any reason while he is working and it is retained for

a certain period even after his employment has ended.

The insured person who has stopped work to attend

school, a qualification course or a higher education institu-

tion retains all his rights to insurance benefits during the

whole period of his studies as well as for a certain period

after he has completed his military service or his studies.

The law on state social insurance of the People's Socia-

list Republic of Albania envisages the payment of various

indemnities not only to the insured person himself, but also

to the members of his family, who are also entitled to an

allowance in case of death of the family's breadwinner. Ac-

cording to this disposition those who are entitled to this

allowance are the children, the grandchildren, the brothers

and sisters, the spouse, the parents, or adoptive parents, the

grandparents, the father-in-law and the mother-in-law (joined

by a new marriage of the father or mother), the children

from a first marriage or those from the second one.

Retired persons and their families are also entitled to

social insurance benefits, irrespective of the pension they

receive.

The working people benefit from the social

insurance without paying any premiums

The Albanian workers have no financial obligation as^ re-

gards social insurance; no deductions are made from their

incomes and they pay no kind of contributions towards their

retirement pensions. The pensions the insured persons be-

nefit from are drawn from the social insurance fund. In the

terms of law No. 4171 of September 13, 1966, which is

still in force, the social insurance fund is built up from the

contribution paid by the state and social enterprises,, insti-

tutions and organizations as well as from the state budget.

If the fund created is inadequate, then, under Article 3 of
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the law, the state defrays the cost of social

Thm the rights of the insured persons are fully guaranteed.^ fthe expenditure on social

hv in ner cent This is the result not only of the increase

of the number of insured persons and the constant nse of

Their salaries but also of the increases m allowances and

^o^^l^ of the intensification and extens on of pre-

^nrtve wLTuves taken for the protection of the people's health,

th^tensTon ol the network of holiday homes for workers

and wSTSoMens health resorts and other such centres.

fflSty funds increased 43 times in 1979 as aga^t

1945 while the number of retired persons has mcreased 108

times.

The benefits available to workers

under social ensurance

Social insurance in Albania constitutes an important fac-

tor taraiSSFthe material and cultural well-bemg of he

pLk o toi and countryside as well as for the Prot^tion .

of their health. The law on the social insurance reflects the

gLlt concern of. the people's state power-to create
:

tor *e

working people the necessary conditions for the most pros

oerous and cultivated existence possible.
^P

The social insurance system is distinguished
I
by its many

forms of insurance, allowances, pensions and various servi

ces to the benefit of the insured and their families. Under

Article 2 of the legislation, besides the free medical service

wn£n is guaranteed to all citizens of the People's Social*

Republic of Albania, the insured is entitled to
: . _^

a) allowances for temporary incapacity to work ui casejs

nf illness Quarantine accident, maternity or childbirth leav~,

bT aid rTthe form of treatment in the sanatoriums or

childbirth and funeral expenses.
f ^vAliditv long

c^ retirement pensions, pensions for invalidity, long

servit anr^ecial Services, as well as family pensions,
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The allowances paid by the social insurance take into
account the average monthly pay of the insured person over
a given period, length of service at work, the degree of
difficulty of the job, age and sex. More favourable conditions
are envisaged for miners who work underground, for those
employed in specially arduous jobs, for working women
during their maternity leave, for juveniles under 20 years
of age, for those who have taken part in the National Libera-
tion War or have played a role in the National Renaissance, etc.

Social security is managed by the working
people themselves

The state social insurance in Albania has a thoroughly
democratic character which is a reflection of the extent to
which it is managed by the workers themselves.

The management of social insurance by the masses is

reflected in three principal aspects:
First of all in the fact that it is under the control of

the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat led by the
Party of Labour, for which the supreme law is the fulfilment
of the ever growing material and cultural needs of the wor-
king people. On the other hand, the workers themselves
have the right to make criticisms and suggestions, to present
claims and complaints. Whenever they consider that their
rights are infringed, they can appeal directly to the organs
of social insurance or to the organs which uphold the law.
These organs are obliged to carefully examine all the com-
plaints of the workers, to gather all the relevant informa-
tion, and reply to their appeals within a prescribed period.
Third, the trade unions and the other mass organizations
led by the Party of Labour, have the full right to take part
actively in drafting the provisions of the law and other judicial
provisions, and checking up on their application, as well
as in the activity of the state organs of social insurance; they
make criticisms and suggestions to improve the services to
the benefit of the insured, and if necessary, intervene through
administrative or judicial channels to put right any violation
of the law to the detriment of the insured.

• Thus, the thoroughly democratic and humanitarian cha-
racter of the social insurance is preserved in the field of
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administration too, and the power of the workers and the trade

unions to control and protect their rights is increased.

Allowances for temporary incapacity to work

In case of illness or accident causing a temporary inter-

Sh precedtag the occurrence of disabili* and^fc*
service at work. The entire working period oi the insurea

Merlon regardless of the temporary interruptions that may

have cWred is taken into account in calculating length of

«5c£lEta period of service concretely reflects the conta-

in of each person to the socialist construction of the

TOUn
Those who have been less than 10 years at work are

«m ^ rate eoual to 70 per cent of their average daily

^fin the tstTSith priding their disability whxle

tta rate for those with more than 10 years at work xs 85

Mmers working full-time underground, .
who have less

than 5 veSs of service, get 80 per cent of their average pay

incases of temporary disability while for those with more

SanlTy4* office, the rate is 95 per cent of their normal

Pay
'when the temporary disability is caused by an accident

at work or an occupational disease, the disability allowance

aoeT up to 95 per cent of the average pay of the insured

Person and 100 per cent for underground miners regardless

i of service. Invalids are divided into four groups

on theS of the degree of their incapacity. For mva-

IMs of the third and fourth groups whose incapacity^ an es

from service in the National Liberation War, the disaMity

allowance U 95 per cent of their average pay, regardless of

their leneth of service at work.
. _ .

Alices in cases of illness or accident^are paid^ from

the first day of the occurrence of the disability up to the

day o coSte recovery or until the .insured is declared per-

manently incapacitated, when he receives a pension Payment

o? social insurance benefits is granted on presentation of a
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medical certificate issued by doctors or state health institu-

tions. When temporary woris incapacity exceeds 6 months in

a year or 3 months for invalids; the worker must be examined

by an expert medical commission (KEMP), which has the

right to extend the period of incapacity until it estimates that

the insured will have recovered his capacity to work. In case

of permanent disability, it determines the degree of loss of

capacity to work and the invalidity group. Thus, the worker

has complete insurance cover in case of illness from beginning

to end of his illness.

Social insurance payments are made even when the

insured person is hospitalized, regardless of the fact that he

receives his treatment and food free of charge.

The social insurance law protects and helps working

mothers in particular. Maternity leave is paid at the rate

of 80 per cent of their pay in the month preceding the

interruption of their work. Normal maternity leave extends

over 24 weeks, 35 days before the birth and 135 days after

it. If, at the end of the leave, the doctors consider that the

mother needs a longer period to recover her capacity to work,

they issue a medical certificate on the basis of which she

receives an allowance from the social insurance for a further

period. The mother who has a sick child, on the presentation

of a medical certificate, has the right to stay at home for a

certain period to take care of her child. During this period she

is paid by the social insurance.

Mothers who do not work themselves, but whose hus-

bands are insured, receive from the social insurance, through

their insured husbands, an allowance for the layette and

other expenditure.

Mothers of big families receive an allowance for child-

birth and a monthly allowance. These rights apply equally

to mothers in the countryside.

Thus, the working people in the People's Socialist Repu-

blic of 'Albania have their future secured, they have no

worries about their livelihood in case of illness or accident.

The system of pensions

Longevity is one of the greatest aspirations of man.

After a lifetime devoted to labour, to long years of fruit-

ful activity, time comes when a man has the right to be
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respected for his age. When the younger generation bows
respectfully to his white hair, this is in honour of the contri-

bution he has made to society and the vast experience he
has acquired.

In the Albania of the past, far from being a privilege,

old age was a misfortune, as it is today in many capitalist

countries. The feudal-bourgeois regime considered man a

source of profit until he gave way under the burden of his

years and then it threw him out in the street after having
squeezed him dry. The worker had no help in the way of

a pension in the last years of his Life. So, in that epoch, old

age was regarded with, trepidation.

The people's state power in Albania has set up a complete
system of pensions very advantageous to the workers, which
guarantees retirement pensions, invalidity pensions and family
pensions to those entitled to them. The system of pensions
demonstrates the great concern of the people's state power
for man and his work, as well as its high regard of the

worth and dignity of man.
The pensions system includes :

— retirement pensions;
— invalidity pensions;
— family pensions;
— pensions for meritorious services;
— pensions for militarymen in permanent active service;

The pensions system covers everyone eligible for the

state social insurance, as well as invalids from the National

Liberation War and the families of the martyrs of this war;
militarymen in permanent service, people charged with
special missions by the state organs or social organizations,

or who have done their duty for the. protection of the socialist

order, the saving of human life, the protection of socialist

property or any other contribution to the construction of

socialism in the country, and students who have become
invalids in the course of their studies.

Retirement pensions

Under the law, workers or employees who have attained
the . specified age and completed the prescribed period of
employment, both of these conditions varying with the cate-

24 - 117 A
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aorv of employment of the given person, are entifled. to

f retirement pension. In this respect, the different kinds

of work are divided into three categories:
_

The first category includes workers employed in the

mines (underground workers), in aviation, divers, Sundry

waters/ radiologists and other workers engaged in.particu-

larly arduous jobs. Workers of this category are eligible for

T retirement 'pension when they reach 50. jears^of age

(45 years for women) and after a working life of 20 years

(15 years for women). .

The second category includes mine workers employed

on tie sXce workfrs in the oil industry, m *e cement

ceramics, glass and rubber industries as well as those engaged

S educatL and numerous other P™f"
,o ft ^

The workers of this category are Jf^
meat pension when they have completed 55 years age

and 25 years of service for men, and 50 years ot age ana ^
vears of service for women.

retirement pension at 50 years 01 age cutci
. ^ f„if;n^H

being .employed ^^Vv^Tmenf end at .40

ale^efS Jtf- work for women.
^

n»«*^f^»SSdrt
p22«r& insured

average monthly pay oi the insur m ^ j t

XZS&TS*
h
o7 on^nrtn- Recessive years from h».

^ TTe^enT^nsion cannot be lower H» 350 leks

^ ww^r than 700 leks a month.

ration. Time spent m political exile, in pi
.
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ment for patriotic activity is also counted. The period of tH«

National Liberation War counts double for those who fought

in the partisan units or worked in the organs of the people's

power, who acted in the liberated zones or in the occupied
cities.

Invalidity pensions

Invalidity pensions are granted to all those who partial-

ly or totally lose their capacity to work.
Invalids are divided into four groups according to the

degree of their incapacity to work.
The first two groups comprise persons who are totally

incapacitated for any kind of work; the other two comprise
those capable of doing relatively light work under the condi-

tions laid down by a competent medical commission.

Invalidity pensions are granted regardless of length of

service at work if the invalidity has its origin in the National

Liberation War or has been caused by an accident at work
or by an occupational disease. Invalids who have lost their

capacity to work as a result of a disease not of occupational

origin or an accident occurring outside work, are entitled to

pensions proportional to their years of service.

The size of the invalidity pension varies according, to

the invalidity group, being 85 per cent, 70 per cent, 60 per

cent and 40 per cent of the average normal pay for the

four groups respectively.

Invalids from the National Liberation War or those

who have become so as a result of an accident at work or

an occupational disease receive a supplement of 10 per cent

on their invalidity pensions. The invalidity pension is gran-

ted not only to workers and employees who have become
invalids during a period of employment, but also to all wor-
kers whose invalidity has commenced less than thirty days
after the cessation of employment or even in less than two
years when the invalidity is the consequence of an accident

at work or an occupational disease which occurred before

the given person ceased his employment.
Certain persons who become invalids before commencing

employment while accomplishing a socially useful task, are

entitled to an invalidity pension the rate of which is fixed
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according to the invalidity group they -belong to. According

to the law on social insurance, this category comprises school

pupils and students of higher educational institutions who

become invalids in the course of their studies; those who

become invalids while accomplishing special missions ^witn

which they have been charged by the organs of the state or

the social organizations, or in performing their duty for the

defence of the socialist order, and those who become invalids

during their military service or a course of military training.

All possibilities are provided for invalids ^ to recover

their physical and vocational capacity and to be
^

retrained

for appropriate jobs. They receive their vocational training

in special schools and courses. They are provided with the

necessary means for readaptation such as artificial limbs,

means of locomotion, hearing aids, etc. They are given prio-

rity on the granting of bursaries for studies of different kinds

On the basis of recommandations of competent medical

.

commissions, invalids are guaranteed light jobs, which are

reserved for them by special decision of the government

The invalidity pensions are not only an important

material help for these people, but also a prophylactic mea-

sure because they contribute significantly to improving the

workers' health and to the readaptation of invalids to work

and daily life.

Family pensions

Family pensions occupy an important place in the sys-

tem of state social insurance. The members of the family

of a deceased worker or employee, who have not yet reached

working age or who are regularly attending school, beneiit

from this kind of pension. V.1(Wt,

'

Also entitled to this kind of pension are the children

and grandchildren of the insured person, his adoptive children

and the children of the latter under 16 years of age, under

19 years of age if they are attending secondary school or under

25 years of age if they are engaged hi higher schooling and

even later, if they are incapable of working; the parents

or the spouse of the deceased insured person, who have

reached 60 years of age for men and 55 years of age for

women, and even under this age if they are incapable
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to work; the second spouse of either the father or mother

of the insured person, if he or she has been dependent on

him for at least ten years; the grand-parents of the insured

person if there is no other person legally obliged to provide

for them.
Besides this, one of the parents or the spouse of the

deceased person, regardless of age and capacity to work, is

entitled to a family pension, if he or she is not employed

and is in charge of one or more children or grand-children,

adoptive children, or children of the latter, or the brothers

or sisters of the deceased, under 3 years of age.

The family pension is granted- under the same conditions

as the invalidity pension. When the death of the insured

person is the result of an accident at work or an occupational

disease .or of service during the National Liberation War,

the family pension is granted regardless of the length of

employment of the insured person. When the death of the

insured person is caused by sickness or accident unrelated

to his work, the family pension is granted to those who have

a right to it, on a scale related to the length of service of

the bread-winner of the family at the time of his death.

The child is entitled to a pension in case of death of

one of his parents even if the other parent .is employed. The

pension granted to children who have lost both parents is

calculated on the basis of the total pay of both parents.

The pension for those eligible, is calculated at the fol-

lowing rate:

for families comprised of three or more members, 65 per

cent of the average pay of the insured person;

for families comprised of two members, 50 per cent of

this pay
;

for families of one member, 40 per cent of this pay.

The pensions available and the other social benefits for

persons deprived of support, as well as the care of the state

for orphans, widows and old people without support, ensu-

res them the material conditions to. lead a dignified life.

Pension for meritorious services

This kind of pension, is granted by decision of the Council

of Ministers of the .People's Socialist Republic of Albania

to those persons or their families who have fought, arms
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in hand, for the liberation and independence of the Home-

land, for the national honour, for democracy and socialism,

for the flourishing of Albania, or who have made an outstan-

ding contribution to this struggle.

Those entitled to this kind of pension are the eminent

patriots of the National Renaissance and the people's mo-

vements for freedom and the land, for social rights, those

who braving difficulties and sacrifices in an unequal fight

against countless ferocious internal or external enemies have

never ceased fighting for the cause of the people; all those

who. have taken part in the movement of the National Rena-

issance, in the people's movements and the national libera-

tion movement or in anti-fascist movements abroad.

The pension for meritorious services is also granted

to persons who are distinguished themselves in .various

fields of socialist construction, science, technology, culture

and art, as well as to those who, in their state, social and

economic activity, have made an important contribution to

strengthening the people's power and the construction of the

country.

The extension of the system of pensions

and social security to the countryside

From July 1, 1972, the system of pensions and social

security was extended to .cover the members of the agricul-

tural cooperatives too. This is a great victory of the policy of

the people's power, an economic, political, ideological and

social act of vital importance ; this measure constitutes a

new step forward of great significance for the development

of the Albanian countryside, for narrowing the essential dif-

ferences between city and countryside. From the aspect of

the relations of production, this decision raises the coope-

rativist peasant to a higher level which is close to that of the

worker. This decision further strengthened the alliance of the

working class with the cooperativist peasantry.

The institution of the system of pensions and social se-

curity is an objective measure which fully responds to the

requirement of the fundamental law of socialism which aims

at the continuous raising of the material and cultural level

of the working masses. It represents a further important
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advance toward perfecting the relations of distribution and

redistribution of the national income. From the economic

viewpoint, the extension of the system of pensions and social

insurance to the countryside too, improves the material li-

ving conditions of the cooperative members and strengthens

the peasant family.

Certain agricultural cooperatives on their own initiative

and relying on their own means, had introduced rudimentary

forms of pensions in order to help their members in old age

or in cases of incapacity to work. Many cooperatives had

created different forms of social insurance, to provide for

temporary disability and particularly for maternity and

childbirth leave. Now these benefits have been extended to

all the agricultural cooperatives. This new measure in favour

of the working peasantry shows that the great contribution

that it made to the National Liberation War yesterday and

is making to the socialist construction today, is properly

appreciated, "
,

The system of pensions in the countryside has a centra-

lized character. The resources necessary to provide the pen-

sions come mainly from the cooperatives themselves, without

affecting the accumulated funds destined for the extended

reproduction in agriculture. The pensions provided for mem-
bers of the agricultural cooperatives constitute a redistribu-

tion within the framework of the fund of consumption of the

cooperative population, to the advantage of persons incapable

of working, they are a right which stems from the work and

contribution these people have made to the strengthening and

'development of the cooperative economy when they were

fit to work. Being based on the dynamics of the growth of

agricultural and livestock production, the contribution of the

agricultural cooperatives to the centralized pensions fund does

not diminish the level of the cooperativists' income per

work-day; on the contrary, the value of the work-day is

growing from year to year.

The state budget also contributes directly to the central

pensions fund, covering part of the costs for the extention of

pensions to the cooperative members for the work they have

done in the state enterprises, for their participation in the

national liberation movement, for their period of service m
the armed forces, etc. The contribution from the state is a

concrete expression of its great concern for the continuous

improvement of living standards in the countryside, for the
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strengthening of the solidarity of all the working people, and

first of all, of the working class with the peasantry, so they

advance shoulder to shoulder towards the complete construc-

tion of socialist society in Albania.

Apart from the pensions fund, the agricultural coopera-

tives allocate from their own income an auxiliary fund which

is utilized to pay insurance and idemnities to their members,

on the basis of special unified criteria.

Retirement pensions, invalidity and family pensions are

granted by the state social security organs, while all other

allowances for incapacity to work, maternity and childbirth

leave etc. are granted by the cooperatives themselves which

apply the same criteria to all the cooperativists.

The pensions system for the cooperative members

includes retirement, invalidity and family pensions. In -all

three cases, the pension -may- be complete or partial according

to the conditions that the given person fulfils. The criterion

for the granting of a retirement pension is age and length

of service at work. This age is 65 for men and 55 for women.

All male cooperative members must have 25 years of service

to receive a retirement pension, while women are entitled

to a full pension after -20 years of work. A partial pension

is granted to men who have worked at least 12 and a half

years. Women are entitled to partial pensions after 10 years

of work. -
. , . ,

The amount of the retirement pension is equal to halt

the average annual income of the cooperative member during

his last three years of work.

The invalidity pension is accorded to peasants who lose

their capacity to work as a result of an accident or desease.

Pensions of this category are divided into two groups ac-

cording to the degree of incapacity. In fixing the pensions

for persons of this category, the elements taken into con-

sideration are age and years of service, with the exception

of those whose invalidity is caused by an accident at work.

In such cases the pension as accorcled regardless of length of

service. For the first group this pension is equal to 60 per

cent of the average annual pay of- the cooperativist during his

last three working years, while for the second group it is 50

per cent. Complete and partial pensions are envisaged for

persons of this category, too.

On the basis of the law, the family pension is accorded

to those members of a cooperative who are incapable of
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working when the cooperative member who was supporting

them has died. The members of the family of the cooperativist

who benefit from this pension are his children, his grand-

children, his adoptive children and their children, up to the

age of 15, his brothers and sisters under 15 years or 25 years

of age if they are attending school without a state bursary.



Chapter five

SCHOOL FOR ALL

Illiteracy liquidated in Albania

More than forty years ago, in the course of a debate of

the state budget, the former minister of Zog's cabinet and

one of the most influential deputies in the Parliament,

Fejzi Alizoti, declared: ^Albania today has three gymnasiums,

and a quick reckoning shows that within ten years we

shall have about 500 to 600 candidates for functionaries. Thus,

a time will come when students will have to become shop-

assistants... In view of the program discussed here, I am con-

vinced that the expense for education is a wastes Opposing

himself to the opening of schools an the villages, this big

land-owner raised the question: If the children of the farmers

and shepherds go to school, who will work the fields, who

will tend the livestock?

The Italian adviser at the Ministry of the Interior, Mon-

tanelli, suggested to King Zog: «If the middle schools are

in excess of the needs of the country, they produce intellec-

tual unemployment, which is the most dangerous form of

unemployment to the states which prefer order and national

solidarity to 'bolshevik wreckage.,, To give strength to his

argument on the need of reducing professional schools, he

wrote: -Up to day, the conditions to start ^
work for

industrialization on a large scale do not exist, and this, per-

haps, is to the advantage of Albania, because the people m
the most industrialized countries or those who try to become

such, are generally in greater trouble.- The fascist adviser

told King Zog that, with the one milion inhabitants it had,
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900 elementary schools were enough. This had to be the

'ceiling' which would keep the Albanian people in a state of

eternal illiteracy and ignorance.

As a result of this policy, more than 80 per cent of the

population was illiterate, whereas in the regions inhabited

mostly by rural population, this figure reached 90 or even

95 per cent.

Illiteracy was more widespread among women. In scores

of villages of the country not a single woman knew to read

and write, and only a couple of men could spell the letters

intelligibly. In this situation, . all technical or social progress

was impossible.

In face of all this, the people's power had to launch the

cultural revolution, first of all, for the liquidation of illite-

racy. .

In fact, the campaign against illiteracy had started as

early as the beginnings of the National Liberation War, in

the ranks of partisan units and in the liberated villages and

zones. i
!

The resolution of. the National Conference of the Com-
munist Party of Albania (March 1943) instructed the com-

munists «to promote cultural life in the villages, by setting

up courses against illiteracy and by other means, so as to

enable the peasants to get schooling, which the former re-

gimes had denied them.» After Liberation, the struggle

against illiteracy become one of the vastest movements or-

ganized by tne Party at that time. The government, the

state organs and public opinion simultaneously
v
made great

efforts to carry out this action with success. A special law

passed by the People's Assembly of the PR of Albania laid

down that every one under forty years of age who did

not know to read and write, must attend these courses, that

were especially set up for the unlettered. To this end, inspec-

tors of educational sectors were sent to work centres, in

order to engage in the solution of this problem. The slogan

«In order to build we must know, and in order to know we

must learn», was issued country-wide.

The struggle against illiteracy was waged on two fronts:

first, the objective was to teach all men and women aged

under forty to read write, and second, to set up a network

of centres to prevent the creation of new masses of illiterate

people.

This was an unprecedented offensive launched for the
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schooling and enlightenment of the masses,. Courses against

illiteracy were opened in enterprises, schools, culture clubs,

city quarters, all over the country, in which hundreds of

thousands of people began to learn.
_ ;

Three or four times a, week people gathered together to

learn the ABC, figures, etc. Almost all the teachers of the

country were in charge of one or two courses. And this was
'

not all: all those who were in a position to teach the alphabet

were put at the head of a course. Young people, pupils and

students played an important role in this major underta-

king The slogan of the youth organizations was: «AU young

men and women must know to read and write. The. trade

union organizations did a great work among the working

class Not less important was the activity of the women s

organizations in this direction. Special programs of study

and text-books were compiled for this purpose Thus the

struggle against illiteracy became a great problem of the

entire people.

People learned to read and write and at the same time

acquired the first notions of arithmetics, thus preparing them-

selves to attend higher courses, or to attend correspon-

dence courses of the elementary school.' Thousands upon thou-

sands of former illiterate people attended the evening schools

for workers, going through the primary cycle, and then ^the

7 year course; a number of them carried on to the middle

school and higher school, too.
. .

.

Thanks to an intensive work over the. period 1955-1956

illiteracy was liquidated among all people aged under forty.

In some cases illiterate people aged above forty also learned

to read and write. In order to prevent the danger that those

who had gone through the courses should not fall back into

their former condition because of interrupted study, the

social organizations, on their own, set up reading groups at-

tached to the various educational institutions. Conscious ^of

he importance of this problem, the state took measures for

the setting up and expansion of the primary evening schools

for adults

Albania has closed for ever the chapter of illiteracy

which remains a bitter aftertaste, a tarnish of the feudal^

bourgeois regimes of the past.
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The campaign for the spread of

education and culture

In the field of education and culture, the Albania of

the pre-Liberation period was a country of ignorance and

darkness. At that time, the question of an educational sys-

tem, complete with schools organized according to scientific

criteria, was riot even raised. The school system was down-

right anti-popular.

Under the people's power, education has undergone

radical changes, both in form and in content. During this

period a complete and single system of popular education has

been set up. .

The vigorous development of education in Albania has

gone through several main stages. In the first years following

Liberation, the main concern of thepeole's power was

to make education as popular as possible, to make it

the patrimony of the broad masses of the .
people, to create

an educational system with all the cycles necessary for our

socialist society and to adapt the content of education to

the spirit of the popular revolution, on the basis of the

Marxist^Leninist ideology. The educational reform enacted

in 1946 served as the fundamental ground-work for the

attainment of this objective.
,

In August 1949, the People's Assembly passed the law

on the educational reform in the PR of Albania, under which

the structure of the educational system for all its levels was

defined, and the main orientations for the working out of

new programs and textbooks, and for the: introduction of

radical ideological and scientific transformations into the

content of education, were laid down.

The educational reform of 1946 and the many measures

to ensure its implementation, paved the way for the funda-

mental democratization of the educational system in Albania.

Among the most important measures for the realization

of this program of democratization, were:

- the realization of compulsory education, at first through

the 4-years elementary school, and, later, the creation of

the conditions that would permit its extension with higher

cycles, that is, the 7-year school;

- the realization of education free of charge for all chil-
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dren in all the categories of schools, and the abolishment of

all school taxes and fees for all levels of education;

- the creation of a single school system, including the

seven-year school and the secondary schools of generat or

professional education, after the liquidation of closed-cycle

schools, like the former elementary agricultural schools of

a seasonal character, the various complementary schools, the

incomplete secondary schools, the work-schools, etc. as well as

the establishment of the system of free promotion through

the suppression of preliminary examinations, competitions

and so on;

-the reduction of the school term of the second cycle

from 13 to 11 years, since this was advantageous both

for the state and society as well as for the workers, the

parents of the school children;

- the extension of the- school system through opening

new schools everywhere; there are children enough to form

a class;

- the gradual extension of dormitories and the system of

bursaries for the children of workers, and above all, peasants.

The school reform laid down a number of other demo-

cratic and socialist principles for popular education, with the

aim of ensuring the popular, secular, and unified character ot

the school, of ensuring the complete equality of the two sexes

in educational matters, of strengthening the national character

of the school, of ensuring the right to education m the natio-

nal language, etc.
-, x .

It paved the road for the creation of a complete single

school system, with all the forms and categories,, including

superior education which did not exist before, and which

was crystallized a few years after, in the beginning of the

fifties.

Besides, it opened the way for the creation of a new

popular, democratic and social school in content. Radical

changes were made in teaching plans, programs and

text-books, as well as in all the process of the teaching and

educational work.

In this period, -education developed vigorously. Two

examples illustrate this quite amply. In the_ 1938-1939 school-

year Albania had 643 elementary schools with 1,349 teachers,

whereas in the 1944-1945 school-year, the first year following

Liberation, when the country had just emerged from the war
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and a great number of schools had been burned down, da-

maged, closed down, or abandoned, the number of elementary

schools increased to 928 and that of teachers working in them

to 1,743. In 1945-1946 there, were 1.097 schools, whereas one

year later their number reached 1,609. As can be seen, the

number of elementary schools increased by 512 within a

single year.

In this period the first steps towards the setting up of

higher education were taken. A two-year teacher training school

for the seven-year schools was set up. Five years later, the

Teachers Training Institute, the Higher Institute of Agrono-

my, and the 'Higher Polytechnical School were set up. In 1952,

to these higher schools were added the Higher Institute

of Medicine and the Higher School of Economics, whereas

in 1954 the Higher Juridical Institute was opened. In 1957

all these institutes and higher schools, with the exception of

the Higher Institute of Agronomy, merged to form the

University of Tirana. During the same period, the State Con-

servatory, the Higher School of Dramatic Art and the Higher

School of Figurative Arts (which have now been grouped toge-

ther to form the Higher Institute of Arts), the Institute of

Physical Culture and Sports, the Three-year Teacher Training

Institute in Shkodra as well as a numiber of filials of the

University of Tirana and higher institutes were set up.

Likewise, the elementary school was made compulsory in

1951-1952 and efforts were made towards the development

of the 7-year school, which, in turn, became compulsory in

1952; a complete system of technical-vocational schools was
also set up.

The decade 1955-1965 marked a further qualitative and,

especially, ideological improvement in the field of education.

In 1960, the school system was reorganized, with important

improvements made both , in the content of school and the

methods of teaching; considerable changes were made in

the programs with the aim of raising their scientific leyel,

effective measures were adopted to- link school with life,

teaching with practical work, according to the concrete pos-

sibilities of each district and each town
;
physical work as

well as a number of new subjects of polytechnical character

were introduced. The secondary schools were predominantly in-

dustrial and agricultural. At this time, the term of study

for the 7-year schools of general education was extended
to 8 years.
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As a result of these measures, education in Albania

assumed an unprecedented extension. The network of elemen-

?SyTchoo?s extended all over the country, obligatory 8-year

education was rigorously applied, ^ d̂^
ded rapidly and higher education marked further develop

ment. Our school system as a whole advanced on the evolu-

tionary • socialist road. It adapted and enriched the best

patriotic traditions, the secular, democratic and revolutionary

character of the Albanian school.
.

However, in spite of . all these results, the Albanian

school still had shortcomings impairing its development and

the effective discharge of its new tasks" which were set to

it in conformity with the stage of the
^
country s develop-

ment. The old educational system, especially m the secon-

dary and higher schools, did not quite sufficiently link up

teaching with production work and prevent the development

of petty-bourgeois intellectualism. The massive character ol

education in these two forms of schools was not broad enough.

It did not sufficiently include people from the production

sector. The old system did not contribute enough to the narro-

wing of the distinctions between physical and mental worK,

between town and countryside. Finally it did not combine

satisfactorily lessons with manual work and with physical and

military training. '

.

The elimination of these shortcomings called for a recast

of the entire educational system. The question
f

tionization of education became a problem m which the entire

public opinion participated. Responding to
f
e can of

Party, a great popular discussion, the first of the kind

in the history of our school, was initiated all over the

country. It was a broad discussion of a massive character

unseen before. Hundreds of thousands of people, teachers

and students, cadres of the educational system, of the sec-

tors of culture and production, parents and workers ol all

walks of life, participated in the discussion which took place

in all the schools, enterprises and state institutions, as well

as in the agricultural cooperatives, in every party organization

and the mass organizations, in every city quarter and hamlet.

Besides the great public discussion which was opened m the

press, more than 21,000 meetings and consultative groups,

with the participation of about 600,000 people, or more than

half of the adult population of the country, at which 160,000
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people contributed to the discussion, took place all over the

country. This is fresh evidence of the fact that the education

in Albania is a major question of concern to the Party, the.

people's power, the entire people and society.

It is a living example of genuine democracy in action,

which grows and extends in the conditions of the dictatorship

of the proletariat, and which has created, boundless possibili-

ties for the voice of the broad masses of working people

to be heard, analysed and summed up.

In the course of this popular discussion, the whole of

the educational system was brought under criticism. This

criticism was not a partial or marginal one, which dealt with

only one aspect or some sector of school work. On the

contrary, its objective was to bring about the general and
radical revohitionization of the school, and in the first place,

its contents, the revolutionization of the system of teaching

and the structure of the school, of teaching methods, the

method of direction, of education and of the work at school.

It bore on the fundamental concepts of the role of school

in our socialist society, the communist education of the

younger generations and all the masses, as well as tKe

very essence of the process of communist education, its

contents and main aspects. So the criticism in this field was
a powerful and all-round attack on the whole of the old

school system. It was not limited only to political and ideo-

logical considerations, but also covered concrete pedagogical

problems.In the course of the popular discussion the tenden-

cies of making a fetish of the role of school, considering it

as the only source^ of culture, were attacked and the

thesis according to which learning is acquired not only • at

school but also in life, that the school is a component part

of life itself and that life is the greatest school, a permanent

school, was expounded. This conclusion has great theoretical

and practical importance, since it helps understand the place

and role of the school and education in social activities, and

the fact that the revolutionary practice, political, social,

productive, and other activities coupled with the organized

and systematic education at school, play a decisive role in

the communist education of the younger generation and the

working masses. From the practical standpoint, this conclusion

has a decisive importance for the fight against the tendencies

of stuffing school programs with superflous erudition of an

25 - 117 A
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encyclopaedic character, of overloading programs and text-

books with notions remotely connected with practice and lite,

of overestimating the knowledge gamed from books and

of underestimating the knowledge and education acquired

through political and social activities, in the course ot the

ideological class struggle, in the productive work and scienti-

fic experimentation by the masses, and in the course of lite

and practice

During the popular discussion the large masses made many

valuable suggestions as to the revolutionization of - the con-

tents, methods, and structure of the school. Many contributions .

to the discussion raised the need for placing physical and mili-

tary training along with and on the same level as lessons,

and for building school work on the basis of the following

three elements: lessons, production work and physical and

military training. They also underlined the necessity and

usefulness of the existence of a variety of schools, beginning

from the 8-year school, and of giving them a mass character.

Many ideas were put forward for the improvement of the

contents of lessons, above all, for the strengthening of the

Marxist-Leninist ideological axis and for the further improve-

ment of the teaching and education methods.
+

.

As the great popular discussion developed, important

ideas were put forward for the further extension of the school.

-New secondary schools were opened in the villages,

whereas in some cities and important work centres university

branches and filials of higher schools, were opened In this

manner, branches of the Pedagogical Institute, the Institute

of Agronomy and others were opened in some cities, and

branches of the university in some of the largest industrial

Cent

The criticism of the old system was conducted parallel

with a systematic work for finding the most appropriate forms

of assisting the progress of education. To this end the teachers

together with their students and pupils worked to discover

new forms and methods of linking lessons with practice So

schools have been transformed into experimentation centres

alive with the creative thinking of the masses. Scientific

experimentation and research for the most rational forms

of school work have become a method of all the teachers, o d

and young, without exception. Every school, big or small

has become a centre of study of these problems, with almost
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all the teaching staff, with the participation of students and
pupils, working on .studies and theses, many of them exten-

ding over 2 or 3 years.- The studies and theses are examined
by special commissions and the pedagogical councils of each
school.

The problems of the method and style of work have
aroused the interest of the students, pupils and their parents,

who have encouraged these experiments, too. The fact that

the students and their parents are aware of the benefit accru-
ing from experimentation work, and the periodical analysis

of the results obtained in it, has raised their ideological for-

mation to a high level, has increased their sense of duty
towards all the problems of the school, and their ability to

participate in and contribute to the practical solution of the
many and great problems which our school faces today.

Every school has its own experience, which grows
richer and is spread to the others. The experience gained
in the course of the revolutionary movements and actions
~of the masses is analysed and summed up in .conferences
and sessions, and considered something of extremely great
value for the progress of the work at the school. To this end
museums have been set up at schools, which carefully pre-
serve documents connected with the revolutionary movements
and all important documents of the school which have to

do with its experience.

During the popular discussion for the revolutionization

of the school, the text-books of all subjects were analysed
thoroughly. Most valuable opinions for the improvement of

text-books, in conformity with the new demands, were
advanced by the participants in the discussion who were
guided by the principle that the contents of the text-books

is one of the principal elements on which the educational

work is based and that, without relying on correct ide-

ological, scientific and pedagogical principles, it is impos-

sible to achieve the communist education of the younger
generation. Editing groups, comprising teachers, pedagogues,

professors, scientific workers and production workers of all

the regions of the country were set up in order to compile

about 500 new text-books for all the categories of 8-year

and secondary schools.

The line of the masses was the guiding line in the process
of the compilation of text-books, it enabled the teachers,
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students and pupils and their parents to control all the work

done and to make their contribution. Every single chapter

of the new text-books was subjected to detailed analy-

ses by the teachers and other working people, open discus-

sions were organized on this subject, and the compilers

reflected all the valuable suggestions and criticisms on the

new text-books. Beside, every new text-book, before being

submitted to the Ministry of Education and Culture for

final approval, was given for discussion to a large circle

of specialists and teachers. They are constantly improved

and checked up against the latest achievements. Discussion

of text-books continues uninterruptedly in the press and

in the various meetings even after they are published.

The new text-books have a national character, reflect

the Albanian life, the democratic and revolutionary traditions

of the Albanian people. ^
'

They have been so written as to connect theoretical

knowledge with the practice of production. To this end.

various concepts, theories and laws in scientific and technical

text-books have been treated in close connection with the

field of their application in life, practice, and production. On

the other hand, text-books, and in particular those on techno-

loev illustrate problems of production, the socialist industry

and 'agriculture, and at the same time political, technical and

technological problems, the successes- achieved in these fields

and the development of the technical-scientific revolution m
AXbania etc.

So ' the organization of this popular discussion was an

effective way of drawing the opinion of the large masses^ of

the people on the problems of the school. Apart from this,

the conclusions of the popular discussion were taken up

for analysis in one of the special plenums of the Central

Committee of the Party, in which the relevant decisions

were taken. At the end of 1969 the law on the new educa-

tional system was approved. This law is a summing-up and

concentrated expression of the farsightedness and experience

of the working people, which were manifested during this

popular discussion.
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The new educational system — a complete
and advanced system

The educational system approved in November 1969, as

a complete and advanced system, is a powerful weapon in the

hands of the working class for the formation of a people's

intelligentsia loyal to socialism and for the education of the

younger generation, which will carry the revolution through

to its final and complete triumph.
Based on the principles of socialist democracy, it is perme-

ated through and through by the Marxist-Leninist ideological

axis and develops on the basis of the organic link of lessons

with production work and physical and military training.

The school' system includes the pre-school education

forms, the general 8-year education, the secondary education

and the higher education schools. }
' '

'

The school system in Albania comprises the general edu-

cation for the school youth and the education for the workers

and peasants. It is given through a complete system of schools

of different categories, which are connected with one another

and extend constantly.

Under the law on the new educational system, the

pre-school education is an organic link of the educational sys-

tem; it has become general, but not obligatory.

Development of pre-school education

Years 1938 1960 1970 1979

Number of kindergartens 23 434 1,423 2,541

Children 24,34 23,085 47,524 83,697

Teachers 40 1,004' 2,440 3,920

The final objective of the pre-school educational system

is to achieve the social education of the children of the 3-6

years age-group ; it ensures their physical and intellectual

development, endows them with the elements of communist

morality and prepares them to enter school. The pre-school
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education is given through the network of kindergartens and

orphanages. ' ..

The 8-year education is the basic level of the educational

system; it is general and obligatory for all the children of

6 years of age. The 8-year school, in general, is different and

divided from the secondary school. It comprises all the clas-

ses, from the first to the eighth, whereas the primary school

no longer exists as such. This category of school imparts the

elementary notions of ideology, politics and morality of

aesthetics and physics to the school children, giving at the

same time a general culture to them, cultivating m them

the love and habits of work- Its aim is* to enable them to

pursue the secondary school and to participate in the social

life and the socialist production. It implants in them the

first notions and elements of military training.

In comparison with the situation existing in 1938, the

number of pupils in the 8-year schools increased 10.3 fold,

and that of teachers in them increased 18 fold.

The lower technical-professional education and the secon-

dary education are built, on the basis of the 8-year educa-

tion The former comprises the lower technical vocational

schools, national and local, full-time and part-time, the vari-

ous schools and courses of a mass character, apart from the

regular educational system. These schools, which have been

opened in town and countryside, train workers for the needs

of the country. The aim of the lower technical-vocational

schools is to ensure the widespread . of the elements of techni-

cal science, as the most appropriate form of raising the

technical and vocational level of the workers and peasants.

In the part-time schools of this category the courses last two

years and give elements of theoretical knowledge to the

pupils.
'

The lower vocational schools, both full-time and part-

time, are as a general rule, characterized by a relatively

narrow specialization. The training of qualified workers is

thus realized in the form of paid apprenticeship, a practice

which is* becoming more and more widespread in the country

not only as a component part of the regular system of edu-

cation, but also as a suitable form of ensuring the new

qualified work force.

The setting up of the full-time lower technical vocational

schools and the admission to a probation period, the training
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of the new work force, are. realized according to a state plan,

on the basis of the needs of the country's economy.

Secondary education is realized through the vocational

schools of different ' profiles and the secondary schools of

general education. However, all the secondary vocational and

general schools have the same duration. The level of general

knowledge envisaged under the programs of the secondary

vocational schools is more or less of the same level as that

of the secondary schools of general education. A new feature

of this category is the marked polytechnical character of the

secondary school of general education and its linking with

the productive work.

The new system encourages the extension of the profes-

sional secondary schools, the industrial, agricultural and con-

struction schools- and other vocational schools of the socio-

cultural fields, the pedagogical, economic, financial, medical,

art, and other schools. They train middle cadres of about 70

specialities including mechanics, electricity, radio and TV repair,

building, "economics, medical service, theatre, music, teaching,

foreign languages, etc. And this at a time when before Li-

beration the few existing secondary schools trained pupils

only for 7 specialities.

The new educational system promotes the development

of the part-time schools for workers and peasants, which

have been set up at the economic enterprises and agricultural

cooperatives, or on a district level. Such 4-year secondary

schools have only a narrow specialization, and train pupils in

one or more branches. -

- The secondary school of general education relies on three

components: lessons — productive work— physical and military

training. The tendency is to increase its polytechnical charac-

ter to link it closely with production, and make it distinc-

tly ' different from the old gymnasium, inherited from bour-

geois society, which was only for a privileged elite, fostered m-

tellectualism and careerism, the tendency to go through to

the higher studies at all costs, regarding this as the only me-

ans to dodge the direct work in production and to do only

office work. By finally and definitely eliminating these short-

comings of the old school, the new school trains young revo-

lutionaries ready to do any job for the good of the Homeland

and socialism. '

. , . t

The secondary school of general education retains trom

the former programs the main subjects of general culture. At
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the same time it has realized the linking up of the lessons

with work on the theoretical and practical plane for many
professions which have become widespread, arid there where

it is not possible, for one single profession, always in

conformity with the concrete conditions of the place where

the school is situated.

The productive work has been organized in all schools

of general education of the country. In the schools which

do not possess their own production base the students carry

out their productive work in an enterprise. They, sit for

examinations both for the subjects of general culture and for

their period of practice in production. At the same time as

the diploma the students receive a document which states their

qualification level as workers. The - enterprises are supposed

to give them a job once they have finished the school.

Compared with 1938, in the school-year 1978-1979 Albania

had about 24.1 times as many secondary schools and 84.6

times as many students in them.
The structure of the school year in all the secondary

schools is as follows: six months and a half of studies (inclu-

ding two weeks of physical education), two months and a

half of productive work, one month of military training and

two months of holidays (the. first two grades have two months

of productive work and two months and a half holidays).

The creation of a single structure of the school year for

all the types of secondary schools, the tendency to raise

the level of general culture in the professional secondary

schools, the emphasis on the polytechnical character of the

secondary schools of general education and their ever closer

linking with the productive work, all these are important

innovations which, without affecting the diversity of the

secondary schools, on the whole, constitute an improvement

in the essence of the secondary education as a system, in the

contents of the teaching and educative work of our secon-

dary school, in its structure and its methods.

In the secondary school the students acquire a solid

Marxist-Leninist formation, scientific and polytechnical know-
ledge, and on the basis of the organic unity of lessons with

productive work and physical and military training, reach a

theoretical level and gain practical habits which enable them

to participate directly in social production, in the defence of

the Homeland, and to pursue higher studies.

The students, boys and girls, who finish the full-time se-
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condary schools of general or professional education, in town
and coutryside, have to go through an obligatory period of

one year probation in production work before they can

pursue higher studies. With the introduction of the period,

of probation in production, our socialist pedagogy has opened-

a new page in the world pedagogical thinking.

The first place and the greatest part of the time of study

at school is justly devoted to the teaching of theory and the

acquiring of the fundamentals of science. It is only on this,

basis that the younger generations can gain solid scientific and

professional knowledge. Apart from this, in the course of the-

four years of school, the linking of theory with practice, of

lessons with productive work, is realized according to the

program and structure of the school. This connection becomes

still more complete with the introduction , of the probation

-

period in production, which is not just an appendage to but

an integral part of the theoretical formation of the younger

generation. !

During the probation period, the students do manual
work side by -side with the workers and peasants, on any-

front of production, but as a rule, in the sectors which cor-

respond to the activity to which they are destined in the future.

The one-year probation, beginning from the graduation.
' from the secondary school, is necessary because it is the only

way of educating and tempering the school boys and girls

-

in the spirit of the working class and cooperative peasantry.

In this manner, the students are moulded as revolutionaries

and imbuded with the qualities of the working class, they

become aware of the great importance of social production,

accept the rule and discipline of production, take an active-

part in all the political, ideological and cultural activities

of the working people. Thus, the one-year probation in pro-

duction is a real sieve through which pass all those who-

aspire to pursuing higher studies, because the working class

does not permit those who have not shown their revolution-

ary qualities to become cadres and leaders. The probation

in production is a period during which the boys and girls >

from secondary schools submit themselves to the direct control

of the working class, through which and' with whose per-

mission alone they can pursue higher studies.

The objective of the Albanian school is to train a stratum

of intelligentsia which does not aspire to commanding posts,

but only to serving the ideology of the working class and
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its state power with great devotion. During the probation

period of the students, the working class has its say with

great authority and with a great sense of duty about who

amongst the probationists is worth militating in the ranks of

the people's intelligentsia, who is most loyal to the Party,

the people, and socialism.

The probation period is a brilliant expression of the

proletarian democracy in action, it enables the workers and

peasants, as the real masters of the country, to choose for

themselves the future higher cadres.

From the desks of the secondary and higher schools come

out thousands of specialists who have their say in the work

for the direction and management of the economy and in the

socialist organization of labour. However, this cannot be

achieved inside of the laboratories and theatres of higher

schools. During the period of probation in production the pupil

and student acquires the qualities of the leader and organizer

which he will need in his future work as a medium or

higher cadre. In this context, the period of probation con-

stitutes an important indispensable link in the .general forma-

tion of the specialists who will carry on the work of socialist

production.

The probation is an essential link which connects school

still more closely with the economic activity of enterprises,

with the needs and demands of production. It is an important

historical factor in the development of education in the

People's Socialist Republic of Albania, for the consolidation,

of the dictatorship of the proletariat and for the further revo-

lutionization of the school.

Higher education is given at the University and the

other full-time and part-time educational institutes. Part-time

school is one of the essential forms which makes this type

of education more massive and raises the theoretical and

scientific level of the workers and peasants. Admission to this

category of higher school is free for all those who along witfti

their regular work carry on studies, for those who have

finished secondary school and who have done at least one

year of work in production.

The workers who graduate from the part-time schools

must, as a general rule, complete one year of preparatory

studies in order to raise their scientific and technical level

to that required for admission to the corresponding high-

er schools.
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Before Liberation no higher schools existed in Albania,

whereas today the country has the University of Tirana, seven

different faculties (for the arts, agriculture, pedagogy, etc.)

and branches of these faculties in various cities and dis-

tricts so that the schools are as close to work and resi-

dential centres as possible. Higher education has reached

such a level of development that today it is in a position to

fulfil all the needs of the country for higher cadres. In fact,

in the system of higher education cadres in more than 60

different specialities are trained.

The aim of the system of higher education is to form

revolutionary specialists, imbued with the spirit of prole-

tarian revolutionaries, who are ideologically and politically

moulded to respond to the demands of modern science and

technique and the development of the economy and culture

in Albania, and able, on the theoretical and practical plane, to

work for society and to guarantee the defence of the Homeland.

The courses of study in the higher schools last 3, 4 and

5 years. At the present stage these are the most suitable terms,

which enable most workers and peasants, and especially the

students of worker and peasant origin, to enrol in the higher

studies. The cycle of higher studies in the part-time system

is, as a rule, one year longer than those of the corresponding

branches of the full-time system.

The structure of the school-year in all the higher schools

and in their branches is the same: 7 months of lessons, 2

months of productive work, one month of military training

and 2 months of holidays.

Admission of students to higher schools is made on the

basis of the following fundamental criteria: political record,

progress in studies, result of probation in production, and

conduct. As for the admission of students to the schools

of the ideological specialities, the political criterion is rigo-

rously applied.

In order to be admitted to the higher schools, the students

must have the recommendation of the school collective (includ-

ing the teaching staff, the youth organization), and the favou-

rable opinion of the working collective at which the student

has done his probation work. This is indispensable and deci-

sive for admission to higher schools, part-time "and full-time.

The new system lays a strong emphasis on the mass

character of our educational system. This is achieved in two

ways: first, by increasing the number of students in the
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existing branches of the full-time education system, as well as

by setting up new branches and specialities;- and second, by
extending part-time school at the existing higher schools, as

well as by creating branches of the university and the facul-

ties in the districts where there are no higher schools.

The further qualification of higher cadres is carried out

through the qualification and specialization courses which
are attended by those who have finished their higher studies

and have, worked in production. In the future these courses

will be further extended. In these courses the cadres of

different specialities deepen their knowledge.
Albania today trains in one year 12 times as many higher

cadres as it had in 1938. In 1980 the country had over 46,000

higher cadres.

The popular character of the educational
system in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania

.The popular character of the Albanian school is expres-

sed in the tasks and the role it has in the social, economic
and cultural life, and in its revolutionary contents and form.

It makes a primary contribution to moulding and educating

the new man with communist ideals, making him loyal to

the end to the cause of the Party, closely linked with the

working people, an unwavering fighter for the. construction

of socialism and the defence of Marxism-Leninism. Man is

the decisive factor in all activities, however, the extent of

his role depends largely on his world outlook, his level of

consciousness, his cultural horizon and his technical-profes-

sional abilities. These are different aspects of the same pro-

cess of education; however priority is given to the ideological,

political and moral education of the new man.
The new school plays a great active role in the struggle

for the economic and cultural development of the country.

In the conditions of the increasing mechanization and auto-
mation of production, our schools train enough workers and
cadres who are in a position to meet the expansion of produc-
tion and capable of satisfying the needs of all the branches
of the economy and culture. It ensures the continuous raising

of the theoretical, scientific and cultural level of the working
masses and the working class in particular, making them ever
better prepared for playing a leading role in our socialist
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society and for exercising an effective and decisive control in

all fields of activity. From this viewpoint our school makes a

growing contribution to the strengthening of the dictatorship

of the proletariat and ensuring the complete and final triumph

of socialism, in our country.

The new school plays an equally important role in the

progressive reduction and subsequent elimination of the es-

sential differences between intellectual and manual work

so that this old division of labour ceases to exist and is

replaced by the form of organization of production in which

every one takes part in productive ' activities, and that work

in production serves each member of society and allows

him to develop his own physical and mental capa-

cities in all directions and to use them to the best advan-

tage of society. Of course, the essential distinctions between-

mental and manual work will be altogether liquidated with

the transition to communist society. However, in Albania,

even at the present stage, effective measures have been taken

in order to narrow down these distinctions, and school is

one of the powerful levers to attain this objective. In fact,

the school serves the constant raising of the level of educa-

tion and culture of the large masses, contributing, at the

same time, to linking the school youth with manual work, the

integrating of the masses of school youth with the masses of

workers and peasants.

The new school serves the progressive reduction, and

subsequently, the liquidation of the distinctions -between town

and countryside, between industry and agriculture, between

the working class and cooperativist peasantry; it enables the

younger generation to assimilate rapidly in practice a given

system of production and then to go over successively, ac-

cording to the needs of society and the abilities of each,

from one branch of production to the other, from industrial

activities to agricultural ones, and vice-versa, instead of reser-

ving these sectors exclusively to the working class and the

cooperativist peasantry, two different categories of people:

- townspeople and peasants.

The new school plays an important role in making the

defence of the Homeland and the gains of socialism secure

against the threat of local enemies and against the danger

of foreign aggression. It educates the younger generation

with the spirit of patriotism, so as to make great sacrifices,

even the supreme sacrifice, for the defence of the Homeland
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and socialism, while tempering them to grow physically strong

and militarily prepared. The realization o£ the three compo-

nents of our new school: lesson — productive work — physi-

cal and military training, constitutes one of the essential means
for ensuring the linking of the school closely with social

and political life, creates the conditions for the participation

of the school youth in all the revolutionary movements and

initiatives of the masses which continuously invigorate the

whole life of the country, and constitutes the implementation

of the militant slogan' «We must think, work and live like

revolutionaries*, in the educative work of the school youth.

The new educational system endows the school youth

with a sound cultural, scientific and polytechnical general

formation. In the Albanian school the organic link of lessons

with manual work, of theory with practice, is realized on the

basis of the priority of theory over the work in production,

which, as an auxiliary factor, ensures the ideo-political tem-

pering of the pupil and the student in the course of productive

work, helps him to grow morally inflexible and physically

strong and healthy, and enables him to assimilate the style

and method of work of the working class, and its spirit of dis-

cipline. At school, without in, the least underreating the value

of practice and the indispensability of the linking of theory

with practice, the greatest part of the time is devoted to the

study of theory, science; the tendencies of self contentment,

practicism and narrow professionalism, which lead to the

underrating, of the theory, the vulgar tendencies leading to

abstract and empty politicism, as well as the conservative

attitudes towards the achievements of science and modern
technique are combated, and ways and means are sought

to liquidate them
The combination of lessons with productive work consti-

tutes an important means of education and revolutionary

ideological and moral tempering of the youth. The old bour-

geois concept, according to which the school is exclusively a

place of instruction and education, has been fully rejected

and replaced by a new socialist concept, according to which

the school is a place of education and work.

The combination of lessons with work, of theory with

practice, gradually lead to the polytechnization of the school, and

together, contribute to the narrowing of the essential distinc-

tions between mental and manual work, . to the constant

raising of the cultural, technical and scientific level of the
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working people and the staff of engineers and technicians.

The gradual polytechnization of the school also serves the

development of the technical-scientific revolution, the com-

plete construction of the material and technical base of socia-

lism in Albania. In this manner the distinctions in the voca-

tional, cultural and scientific and technical levels of the

workers of these categories, are reduced.

The third component of the new school, following the

implementation of the new system of education consists

in the physical and military training of the pupils and students.

The Albanian school, as a weapon of the dictatorship of the

proletariat and an element of the superstructure, has the task

of defending the Homeland. The school youth are trained

to handle weapons and become able soldiers ready to defend

the Homeland in all circumstances.

The mass character of the school

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania more than

one fourth of the population attends school. During the

school-year 1979-1980 about 722,000 people, or 30 per cent

of the total population of the country, attended various schools.

This figure is 12.4 times greater than that of the year 1938.

If before Liberation only 5.6 per cent of the population went

to school, this figure today has reached 30 per cent. Almost

every family has one or more of its members going to school.

If the country continued to train its higher cadres at

the rates reached in King Zog's regime, it would have taken

Albania more than 80 years to train the number of cadres

who now graduate from the higher schools in one year.

The universities of a number of European countries have

centuries of history, whereas the University of Tirana has

only two decades of experience on its record. However, Al-

bania has surpassed a number of «advanced» countries as to

the number of students in relation to its population.

The mass character of the Albanian school is even more

striking in the new system of education, which lays greater

stress on the mass character of education. With this new

system the whole of the country has been transformed into

a school, into a great centre of study and education. It creates

favourable conditions for all the working people to go to
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school, to study and experiment, to develop production abreast
with the achievements of science. This is a cultural and
educational revolution, which covers all walks of life.

The pronounced mass character of the Albanian school

is a phenomenon unseen before, as regards extension and
range of its objectives. It will gradually raise the cultural,

.scientific, , technical and professional level of all the masses of

the working people and the cooperativists to the level of se-

condary and higher cadres; it will bring about the further
extension of secondary schools to the countryside, and finally

include the greatest possible number of girls in the secondary
and higher schools, which will help in the work for their fur-

ther emancipation.
The mass character of the school,; as an important ques-

tion of principle, is connected with ideological, political and
social questions. It is directed towards the constant increase

of the participation of the whole people in the complex poli-

tical and social life of the country, the deepening of prole-

tarian democracy, the uprooting of the dangerous ills of

bureaucracy, the gradual reduction of the distinctions be-
tween town and countryside, mental and manual work, the
prevention of the creation of an elite of the «privileged>v
which is the cause and source of the emergence of revisionism.

In order to make education the real patrimony " of

the Workers, peasants and their children, discrepancies in the

level of general culture given in the secondary schools of

various orientations have been eliminated, the practice of

competition for admission to higher schools has been abolished.

In Albania the schools are interconnected, and from the social

viewpoint, there is no discrimination in the educational sys-

tem. Pupils and students are not divided into categories: some
destined to remain workers or simple technicians and some,
the elected, the most capable, destined to become intellec-

tuals and specialists of the higher skills. By rapidly impart-
ing a mass character to secondary education, and later to the
higher education, by creating secondary schools of different

types, by ensuring a basic scientific level for all the secon-
dary schools of general education and for the professional

schools, by considerably extending the secondary schools and,

Tiand in : hand with this, the higher institutes for part-time

studies, all the barriers which impeded the workers, peasants

and their children from attending the schools of their choice

have been overcome.
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The part-time vocational schools at the enterprises, and
the part-time evening schools at the agricultural cooperatives
enable people of different professions and ages, young and
grown-ups, all those who for different reasons have not been
able to attend and finish full-time school, to attend courses
in these schools.

Education for the adult population was set up as early as
the first months after the liberation of the country, and
became definite in the 1946-1947 school-year when evening
courses for adult workers were first opened. Later correspon-
dence courses were also set up as a system. At the present
time, this type of education has grown extensively with
schools of different categories functioning regularly at every
enterprise. '

Facilities for school attendance by the working people
are envisaged in a number of dispositions and special decisions.
The part-time schools and courses co-ordinate their time-table
with the working hours, so that the workers can attend studies
without harming their jobs. The evening or correspondence
courses are open three times a week.

By decision of the Council of Ministers, February 20, 1970,
for the revision and amendment of the previous dispositions,
the workers and employees, who attend evening courses, or
correspondence courses in the secondary and higher schools,
work reduced hours — a 6-hours work-day without reduction
of pay, whereas those who attend the 8-year schools have a
weekly reduction of 3 hours' work.

The workers have the right to an extra paid leave to sit

for examinations:
— 3 days to sit -for an examination for each subject of the

8-year .-and secondary schools; the total leave cannot be ex-
tended beyond 15 days a year;
— 20 days to sit for examinations in the higher evening

schools, 8 days to sit for final examinations at the end of the
8-year school (both the outside candidate and the pupils of
the evening courses);

— 25 days to sit for examinations at the end of the year
of higher studies (correspondence courses)

;

— 8 days to sit for all the final examinations of the 8-year
school evening course;
— 25 days to sit for the state examinations and bache-

lor's examinations in the higher evening schools, and. 30 days
for the defence of a thesis.

26 - 117 A
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In the context of the measures for the^.strengthening of

the mass character of the school, great efforts are made to

train thousands of teachers.

Favourable conditions of study

The socialist state gives all the possibilities for the work-

ing people and their children to go to school BW»»
Altania is free of charge for all .category of schools The.

state invests considerable funds in this sector. In fact, at the

preset stage the state spends in four days as
,
much

.
as was

inpnt for the same purpose in the whole year in 1938 The

toTnUg of a SSe Lte the state more than 24,000 leks m
the four years of his studies in the faculty.

The pupils and students pay no fees of any kind, on the

contrary, many of them have state bursaries
_

Under the anti-popular regimes of the past, the state

accord^ just a ridiculous number of bursaries, and those

who benefited from them were, in general, the sons of the

rich tos aghas, big merchants. Only in exteemely rare cases

could the'sons of the workers, or peasants benefit state bur-

^After Liberation, the socialist state, in its efforts to pro-

mote education and to encourage the broad masses to attend

schools has continuously extended the system <* burra
so that at present thousands of higher school students and

abouTjuS as many pupils of other schools benefit state

bursaries wk ^ are hostels

it, winch children of workers' and peasants' large famihes
n which tne>cnuu

possibilities for the

S^^Sd^SS^t of children^ boarding, lodging,

«st SS S^fhostels cultivate the love of

work^mong the school children who carry ou themselves

IflthP Sees in the dormitories and dining-halls
.a"

*n tnTdistibution of bursaries es^iaUy in te^n^
tural specialities, priority is given to the ch^o^ pea

•^nts especially to the young girls, and, above ail to tire

cMdren of ^ peasants "living in the remote ™*
country After finishing school, they return to their villages

and work in the profession for which they have studied.
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Besides this, the state has opened catering and other units,

such as baths, laundries, etc -free of charge for pupils and
students. Pupils and students benefit price reductions also for
cultural activities. Apart from the bursary, which guarantees
food and lodging for the students and pupils, the state provides
a certain category of them with books and clothing free of
charge.

Great attention is attached to the cultured recreation of
the pupils and students, through the organization of various
activities for the ideological, cultural, artistic and scientific
educations of the youth.

On the green hills commanding the capital is nestled the
student town, with the cinema palace, a spacious modern build-
ing at the foot of the hill. It has a rich library, halls for con-
ferences and in-doors sports activities as well as a bar. The
students organize discussions and meetings on social and
scientific problems there. The students' artistic groups carry on.
their regular activities. The «Studeni» sports club, which has a

'

membership of hundreds of sportsmen and sportswomen, has
frequently been honoured with medals and diplomas in the
various national sports activities.

The development of socialist democracy in the
Albanian school

The revolutionization of the school is connected with the
method of direction of all school activities. In Albania the
bureaucratic and technocratic concept that the education and
school are the exclusive field of the teaching staff has been
replaced with the concept that the problems of the school
concern the entire society and people. This principle is

realized in practice through the application of the worker
control and the line of the masses and the principle of social-

ist democracy in handling all the questions related with the
popular education, not only inside the school, but also in so-
ciety. In this manner the effective control of the working
class is ensured in this field, too.

The Albanian school is guided by the principle of demo-
cratic centralism. The strengthening of centralized state direc-
tion of the educational system and the direction of the school
by a single body does not exclude the line of the masses in
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this field, on the contrary, it emphasizes the broad Imple-

mentation of the line of the masses; it requires a broad
_

par-

ticipation of the school and student youth together with the

working masses in the management of the school This is

realized according to democratic methods which make school

discipline a conscious discipline
AiK^i^r,

The deepening of socialist democracy m the Albanian

school is reflected in the measures for the democratization of

the internal school life, the revolutionization of thegelations

between teachers and students, the enhancement of the role

of youth and young pioneers' organizations m the school the.

adoption of the mass labour actions as a method of education.

These measures, which go beyond the framework of the school

make the school and student youth a revolutionary motive

force in the whole life of the country. The internal life.m the

Albanian school is directed by the norms of socialist demo-

cracy, the strengthening of the proletarian discipline, and the

spirit of initiative of the pupils and students, by the revolu-

tionary collaboration between them and the teaching staff In

this field, the establishment of correct relations between the

p^ils and students, on the one hand, and their teachers, on

the other, has great importance. The pupil at school is not

regarded only as a simple object to be taught, but rather as

the subject of the whole process- of study and education.

Between the teachers and their pupils exist new work rela-

tions,, free from the bureaucratic and formalist sprnt^ The

class-rooms and auditoriums are common places of debate ana

discussion. The solution of many important problems con-

ceS the teachers and the students, such as the
:

.program

of studies, individual work, examinations, etc is found through

DXteHften originating from a wall-poster, get under-

way in an animated spirit in the enlarged meetings with the

participation of the teachers and pupils and students and

often Sith guests invited to participate and contribute m the

discussion^ ^ programs Qf the higher schoois f the country

were taken up for discussion and minute exammation by the

collectives of students and their youth organizations So, the

programs bear the stamp of the suggestions and requirements

°f t

Thrptpns and students, together with their teachers,

discuss the methods of teaching and control of their knowledge
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in a spirit of collaboration. After, the classes, the teachers

usually draw the opinion of the pupils and students as to the

method of the explanation of the new lesson, etc. Special con-

sultations are organized and the suggestions of the pupils and

students are readily reflected on the work of teachers.

From time to time the students make criticisms of the

conservative methods of teaching, the lectures written and

read in a stereotyped manner. Revolutionary, advanced sug-

gestions and proposals have been advanced by the students

in connection with the criteria of the control of knowledge.

Old forms of control, which only skim over phenomena, which

fail to assess the fundamental knowledge acquired by the

students and pupils, but which only serve to overload their

mind with futile and negligible facts, have been discarded.

The organization and orientation of the school life, mainly

in the secondary and higher schools, is based on the spirit

of initiative of the pupils and students. They express this con-

cretely during the classes and after classes at the hostel and

outside school, in all their school activities. It is they who
organize control of school attendance, who ensure the cleanli-

ness of the school and its environment, care for the common
property of the school, organize cultural, artistic and sports

activities, etc. The school life is organized on the basis of the

initiative of the pupils and students in a sound revolutionary

spirit of cooperation, unity and solidarity, communist friend-

ship among them, and between them and all the teaching and

administrative staff of the school.

The principle of initiative is expressed in the fact that

the pupils and students themselves elect their representatives to

the different levels of school life on an organizational, peda-

gogical, cultural and political plane, without encroaching on

the attributes of the state organs. This increases the role and

activity of the youth and pioneers' organization in the school.

An example that illustrates this phenomenon is the University

of Tirana.

The «Student Town» attached to the University is admini-

stered by the central council of students, which is a represent

tative body of the students of each department of the Univer-

sity. Its duty is to raise the problems of the students and to

take back to them the important decisions taken
,

by the

council of the department. As a general rule, the secretary

of the committee of the youth organization of the department

participates, in the quality of the representative of the youth,
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in all the meetings of the department. Frequently the depart-

ment takes important decisions on the basis of proposals made
by the students in the meetings of the youth organization.

The goal of all these measures and innovations is to raise

the level of the students' formation, to raise still higher the

level of consciousness of the students, their self-control and
discipline in the work for the acquisition of knowledge.

The deepening of democracy presupposes the streng-

thening of proletarian discipline at work both on the part

of the teachers and the pupils and students. The introduction

and strengthening of such discipline requires the development,

in the highest level possible, of criticism and self-criticism

in the masses of teachers, pupils and students, as well as the

strengthening of general control on the school work.

In this context, strengthening of the links between the

school and the parents of pupils and students is of great

importance. Parents are invited to take active part in the

discussion of various problems. They make their contribution

to the various fields of school life, to make sure that the

school advances, and their children make progress.

In Albania all the problems of the students and the youth,

in general, are solved in the conditions of the complete har-

monization of the social interests with the individual interests

of the students and the youth.

The Albanian students, after graduating have no prob-

lem of employment. They are often given a job even before

having definitively graduated, because the needs of
,
the

people's economy for qualified cadres are continuously in-

creasing. Construction work is going on all over the country.

The insecurity about the possibility of finding a job at the

end of their studies which torments all young people and

students in the capitalist countries, is an unknown phenomenon
in Albania.

During the 5th Five-year Plan education has further

developed, about 30 inhabitants in every 1,000 attended school

in 1975, the class proletarian spirit and the revolutionary edu-

cation of -the school youth have been strengthened through the

implementation of the three components of the new system

of education: lessons, productive work, physical and military

training.

In the years of the 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1978) a new
and important step forward was made in the development of,

education. The number of pupils and students, of kindergart-
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ens and schools increased. The deepening of the process of

the revolutionization of the school, according to the line of

the Party, for the formation of the new revolutionary man,

endowed with a Marxist-Leninist materialist outlook, devoted

to the cause of the revolution and socialism and ready to

serve the ipeople and the Homeland everywhere he is needed

and called upon, has been the main task of our school.

In the 6th Five-year Plan the -mass character of the school

was further deepened. As for the 8-year school, the objective

has been to ensure its regular attendance by the pupils

and at the same time to raise its qualitative level. The se-

condary school, especially the vocational one, has assumed a

more extensive character. Lower vocational school^ and

qualification courses witnessed further development, training

more qualified, workers needed in the different branches of

the economy, especially in agriculture, the mines, the oil in-

dustry, geological services and construction. Apart from this,

the training of the higher cadres has been realized in con-

formity with the needs of the present and future in the various

branches of the economy and culture and dependent on the

possibilities of the state.



Chapter six

CULTURE

Culture is the total pattern of rfraterial and spiritual va-

lues created and developed by mankmS><iyer its history.

Every people, regardless of numbers, contribute to^lteJxe^asury

of world culture. In the course of their existence and^jgvelblp^:

ment in the x centuries, our people, small in numbers Ts they
are, still have written indelible pages in the great book
of the "material and spiritual, culture of the peoples, which
is preserved and enriched by the generations.

The ancestors of the Albanians and those peoples who in-

habited the territories which from ancient times were the

cradle of world culture, used their cultural patrimony
as e means of communication with the neighbouring peoples.

Plying the seas on tneir light crafts, the Illyrians exchang-

ed with them not only material values but also their songs

and dances, all the great patrimony- which permitted them
to be understood by them and to form links of friendship with

them.

In the Balkans and beyond its territory there are numer-
ous elements coming from the culture of the ancient inha-

bitants of this territory. And inversely, the Albanian culture

has borrowed many motives from the culture of other peo-

ples.

The exchange of cultural values, the reciprocal loans of

the best realizations of the progressive. ..peoples' culture, a

conveyer of lofty social ideals, is a process inherent in the

development of culture. Culture, its most remarkable achieve-

ments in the material and spiritual fields, cannot remain a

monopoly of some people; they are always put in the service

of mankind and contribute to its progress.
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Today, nearly four decades after the overthrow of the

exploiting classes, the Albanian people have been working for

the building of socialism, the creation of a new culture, the

great art of socialist realism, of a nationalform and socialist

content This opens great perspectives of cultural exchanges-

between our people and the progressive peoples all over the

world. And this not only because of the favourable political

and social conditions that have been created after the popular
revolution, which have given a powerful impulse to the crea-
tive genius of the masses, to the qualitative and quantitative

development of culture, but also' because of its contents. Our
socialist culture is imbued with the progressive ideals of our
epoch, the ideals of the liberation of human society of all

oppression and exploitation, the ideals of the construction of

a classless society, which opens infinite horizons to the all-

round development of society and the individual. Socialist

culture in Albania has a profound class and internationalist

character. Its ideological base is Marxism-Leninism. Therefore,

it is very close to the broad masses of working people all

over the world and very easy for all of them to grasp.

Besides, , the Albanian socialist culture, in the course of

its development, has relied on the achievements of the past

generations and their contribution to the treasury of the pro-

gressive national and world culture. It appropriates the best,

cultural and artistic creations, those which, from progressive

and democratic positions, express the aspirations and dreams
of the many generations of our country and those of the other

peoples. These borrowings, of course, are not decisive in de-

termining the features of our new culture, or its existence,

they only make it richer.
' However, these favourable premises to the extension of

:

cultural exchanges between the Albanian people and the

other peoples of the world, have been darkened by the so-

cial, political and ideological aims of the reactionary classes,

and groups in power in the other countries. Their aims are

opposed to the internationalist character which the cultural

contacts amongst various peoples must have. Behind the slo-

gan of the «free circulation of cultures^ are hidden old-

ambitions, plans of assimilation, which the reactionary circles

concoct against Albania, and which are combined with the
anti-socialist plans aimed at turning the wheal of history

backwards. This is why, in its policy of cultural exchanges,

the people's power in the PSR of Albania has always been.



410 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

I*

guided by the class principles and has never opened its

doors to the penetration of the decadent modern culture

and art. On the contrary, it has declared war on them all, and

this is part of the uninterrupted ideological struggle which

Marxism-Leninism wages against* its enemies on the ideolo-

gical front.

In the report to the 7th Congress of the PLA, Comrade

Enver Hoxha pointed out, «The Party has shown constant

care that culture, literature and art develop in a pure and sound

atmosphere, that they follow the revolutionary transforma-

tions of the country step by step and steadily strengthen their

socialist content, their militant character, their popular spirit

and their national features. . . True art strengthens its in-

novatory features and achieves a high artistic level when

it embodies a revolutionary content and is guided by the

communist ideals. Therefore, the continuous strengthening

of proletarian partisanship remains a basic task for the de-

velopment of our culture and art, for their advance on the

road of socialism. . . With its revolutionary ideals and its

objectives of serving socialism and the people, our arts of

socialist realism towers above the degenerate decadent, bour-

geois and revisionist art, counterposes itself to its reactionary,

pessimistic and capitulationist philosophy. Literature and the

arts in the Soviet Union have been placed under the complete

domination of the new bourgeoisie, and the writers and artists

have turned into a caste in the service of the counter-revolu-

Jrtion and the chauvinist and expansionist policy of Soviet

social-imperialism. Negation of the major social problems,

themes of disillusionment and bourgeois humanism; complete

renunciation of the positive hero, lack of any revolutionary

perspective, are characteristic of the revisionist literature

and the arts.

Our socialist culture has never shut itself away in its

t ^national shell. It has profited, from the best achievements of

'jfL progressive world culture, and on its part, being the bearer

v
(
-v>bf our people's ideals of freedom, independence and social-

W ism, it has been and is close to other peoples as well.*

Spiritual culture is always the culture of a given epoch,

of a given people and a -given class in a given social environ-

ment. In the society with .antagonistic classes, a single, com-

mon culture has not and could not have, existed. Being the

reflection of the various conditions of the life and class

struggle, culture inevitably has a class character. Therefore,

" OiLA :,.,v kj xuS
'
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in every state with antagonistic classes there exist two cultu-

res: on the one hand, the culture of the oppressed and the

exploited who aspire towards freedom and progress and who
fight for the ideals enunciated by the culture to which the

future belongs, and on the other hand, the culture which ex-

presses the ideas of the ruling classes and which, as such, has

an anti-humanitarian and anti-popular character. Comrade

Enver Hoxha has said: «Not only have we nothing to learn

from this culture, not only have we no reason to introduce

it into the masses and the youth, but also we must reject it

with scorn and fight it with determination^^

«We have always appreciated the revolutionary, progres-

sive and revolutionary art of other peoples,^ says Comrade
Enver. Hoxha, «both of the past and of the current century.

We shall also profit from it in a critical manner, because this

is useful to the cultural development of the masses, to their

ideological and aesthetic education and to the formation in

them of tastes that resist the degenerate and vulgar bourgeois-

revisionist influences. Only the revolutionary progressive and

democratic culture and art should be the object of cultural

exchanges between peoples.

»

The cultural exchanges between the PSR of Albania and

the other countries and peoples are the object of the activity

of a number of organizations and state and social institutions

in Albania.
, (

The Albanian people, small in numbers, bu^^eit in spi-

ritual wealth, after centuries of oppi^aatt-eEn^e^loitation

and a life of poverty, always en^ii^feoTby enemies <^it ready

to defend at the cost ofjh^-olood their honour, freedom and

independence, theij^trun^ral and spiritual patrimony, have

kngwrj nh^w, ^ break the defying silence with which they

have been surrounded, and they have succeeded in making

themselves heard in the history of mankind.

Thanks to the • far-sighted policy of the PLA, Albania

today enjoys a great prestige in the international arena; it

has friends and well-wishers ' all over the world; friends who
respect it and extend to it the hand of militant friendship

and revolutionary solidarity.

The development of education, culture, science, the arts

and sports in the PSR of Albania has created ever better

conditions for the uninterrupted development of cultural rela-

tions with other countries.

As an active member of the great international com-
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munity, the Albanian people are interested in the develop-
ment of the creative thought in the field of art, culture and
science

;
they benefit from the development of world culture

in order to enrich the fund of their national culture and with
their talent and work they make their own contribution to

v the treasury of world culture.

The People's Socialist Republic , of Albania develops cul-

tural exchanges with a number of countries.

The ancient cultural traditions of

the Albanian people

The archaeological finds in Albania are used not just to

add to the list of catalogues. On the first place, they serve to

confirm the inexhaustible talent and genius of the people in

the past, to give fresh proof of the existence of the Al-

banian national traditions, they are ever fresh testimony to the

originality of our peoples culture.

For a long time in the past and even today in its efforts

to negate all merit to Albanian people, bourgeois science has
belittled the history of the Albanian people and ignored the

resolute struggle they have waged in the centuries for inde-
pendence and freedom. For centuries on end reactionary
circles have denied Albania the right of existence as a

state, and have disregarded the spiritual and cultural pa-
trimony of its people. In the opinion of the bourgeois
authors Albania is a region peopled by ignorant and savage
mountain tribes.

These absurd theories were concocted in order to justify

and «argue» the aggressive policy of the imperialist powers
towards Albania, «to prove» the need for them to impose
their tutelage on Albania in order to encourage its develop-
ment and progress. Ail this was a desperate effort to replace
the Albanian national patrimony with an alien way of

life, to assimilate the Albanians as a nation. This is quite

apparent in the work of a number of foreign archaeological
expeditions during the obscurantist regime of Ahmet Zog. Facts
show that the Italian expeditions Were guided by political

aims rather than scientific motives.
The- Italian fascist archaeologists did nothing to show

to the world the beauty of the ancient monuments conserved
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in the Illyrian territory, but only sent them stealthily to

Italy to fill their museums and to give more credibility to

their utterly erroneous thesis about «the Roman origin of the

culture of the Albanian people*. Their aim was to
.

make the

others believe that, if the Albanian territory had valuable

monuments of ancient culture, this was only an imported

culture. Misinterpreting the results of the various finds, the

official propaganda of Mussolini tried to prove that the Illyrian

tribes were culturally backward, that only the Romans had

brought to their territory a real- culture, and that following

the example of ancient Rome and later Venice, the allegedly

only promoters of progress in this ^primitive land», fascist

Italy undertook the «salvation» of Albania.

The inflexible resistance to the idelogical pressure of

the imperialist powers, as well as the struggle for the pre-

servation and development of national traditions and culture,

have always been linked with the movement for national and

social liberation. In the course of centuries of struggle for

freedom and independence, the Albanian has used the sword

and the pen, the rifle and the book.

The walls of ancient castles, amphitheatres, and temples

are not only wonderful tourist sites. They bear witness to

the development of the arts and culture during the years of

the people's power, and reject all attempts on the part of

foreign occupiers to negate the Albanian people's contribu-

tion to the treasury of world culture. These traces of

ancient culture stand in strong defiance to all the attempts

of the imperialist powers at assimilating the Albanian people

who have resisted them successfully and have completely

rejected the myth of the incapacity of the Albanians to develop

independently. They are also a source of inspiration, which

strengthens their confidence in their own forces for the de-

velopment of their creative faculties. The struggle against

the harmful foreign influences is an indispensable condition

for the existence and development of national culture, because

the spread of these influences creates a smothering atmosphere

for the development of the national arts and culture. Vice-

versa, the strengthening of the national character helps

resist harmful foreign influences, impedes their spread and bars

the road to their penetration, excludes the possibility of the

development of decadent modernist trends. Hence, great

importance is attached to the safeguarding of the cultural tradi-

tions and to the raising of the socialist and national spirit of
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our art and literature higher. In Albania this question is seen
not only as a simple problem of methods; but also as an
important political question,, which directly concerns the
freedom and independence of the Homeland, and the develop-
ment of a profoundly socialist culture and art.

Archaeological finds

Archaelogical finds, especially those of the more recent
date, are testimony to the ancient cultural traditions of the
Albanian people, whose material culture is just as ancient
and rich as their centuries-long history. The most influential
types of culture of antiquity have developed on the territory
of Albania and have left their traces on it.

The territory of Albania has been inhabited from the
palaeolithic, and its inhabitants have lived through the events
that have taken place in the Balkans and South-eastern Eu-
rope. The Illyrians had seen times of economic and cultural
prosperity. From ancient times the cities of Buthroton,
Apollonia, Aulon, Dyrrachium, Onchesmos, etc in the maritime
regions and the cities' of Scodrinon, Lissus, Phoinike, Amanthia,
etc in the interior, prospered on Albanian territory. The ex-
cavations made so far have brought to light numerous mo-
numents, temr^^wi#r-«*a4i^_anpl„columns with chapels of
sdiffererrtsiyieK"^^jeatres and sta^ums^)which could accom-
moda^e~mousands ^oTlsperta lors, gymnasiums, public places,

libraries, etc. A great number of inscriptions, bearing various
names, and other objects of Illyrian origin have (been unearth-
ed. All this proves the existence of an Illyrian culture older
than the Greek and Roman cultures, and having an in-
disputable influence on them.

In the recent years, besides the prehistoric site of Maliq,
which is situated in the South-eastern Albania, other inha-
bited centres, one in the Tren village, on the edge of the :

Prespa e Vogel Lake, another in Kamnik, in the Kolonja
region, have been discovered. At Tren the archaeologists have
found traces of life from the Bronze Age up till the Early
Middle Ages. Painted . vases of terracota found in these sites

prove this quite amply. The manufacture of vases was the main
trade of the Dassaretes, an Illyrian tribe peopling this region.

At Kamnik, the recent excavations have thrown light on the
links between this settlement and that of Maliq. And again

culture

it was the Dassaretes who set up the Lin settlement on the

west coast of the Ohri Lake near Pogradec. Built in the begin-

ning of the 1st millennium before our era, it was inhabited up

till the Early Middle Ages. Amongst other finds, worth men-

tioning are ^eigin^m^sai^Jloorj of great artistic value disco-

vered in a pa^o^ChrTs^ian" basilica.
_

North-west of Pogradec, in the outskirts of the Selca vil-

lage numerous traces of another ancient Illyrian settlement

have been found. Numerous archaeological objects, consisting

mainly of fragments of vases of the various historical periods,

whole vessels; craters, amphoras, bronze objects, fibulae, iron

spear-heads, as well as coins minted in Dyrrachium and Ma- ^
cedonia, dating from the 3rd and 2nd centuries before our era

have been discovered. Other decorative objects, manufactured ~j( .

with skill and taste, which speak of the development of handi- ^ <

crafts in this region, were also found there. Besides, five tombs ^
have been discovered, amongst them ,

the most important is

that known as number 4 tomb, which is completely hewn

in the rock. The exterior of the tomb is decorated with

eight Ionic columns with capitals. On the right-hand side, m
the space between the first and the second column, there is

a relief casque under a bull head, and to the left, between the

first and the second column, a typically Illyrian shield The

name of the new settlement has not yet-been identified, but vj

there is every indication to believe that this settlement must

be the Illyrian city of Pelion.

In the vicinities of Petrela, situated a few kilometres

south of Tirana, tracts of the walls of another unidentified

Illyrian settlement show above the ground. Besides the ancient

encircling walls, other important objects, foundations of houses

with several divisions, the hearth of a chimney piece and a

monumental fountain have been found.
,

The best conserved parts of the encircling wall consist ot

two towers situated at the south and north extremities of the

city. The south tower, 58 metres long and 12 metres wide re-

presents the most important construction standing in .the

citadel. The walls reach as high as 7 metres andhave been

built of 10 rows of stone blocks 0.85 metres high, and 2^0

metres long. These blocks have been so perfectly arranged that

£ many cases it is very difficult to distinguish the connec-

tlCn
Excavations have been going on for several years in; a

cemetery in the region of Kukes, in North-eastern Albania,
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a region which in the ancient time was part of the territory of

the Illyrian tribe of the Dardanians. The archaeologists have
found that the tumuli of this region, judging from the manner
of construction, the interment and funeral objects, have
everything in common with the other monuments of this kind
discovered in Albania. This proves the cultural and ethnical
peculiarity and unity of the Illyrians, and shows the futility

of the efforts of some foreign archaeologists to present the
Illyrians as a population of heterogenous ethnical and cultural
composition.

The excavations made . in the course of years in the
ruins of the ancient city of Jerma, in the vicinity of the Sa-
raqinisht village, in the region of Gjirokastra, . call special at-

tention. Research and the finds made in this village permit the
archaeologists to identify the name of this ancient city: Anti-
gonea. It is situated on two hillocks, which constitutes a
particularity in the fortified settlements of the Illyrian cities.

The work carried out in this place shows that this city

of South IHyria has also had a great economic, social and
cultural development from the</§4n] to the gnd_ century. Exten-
ding over 45 hectares, this city—must have been one of the
principal centres of the region.

The ruins of another city, the mediaeval centre of Darda,
-situated in the valley of lower Drin River, east of Shkodra,
have become an important excavation site. Two concentric
walls, which encircled the city, still subsist in a clear tract,

and buildings and streets, although ravaged by the five cen-
turies of Ottoman occupation, can foe seen clearly. The
excavations have also brought to light other objects, such as

vases of terracota, decorative objects, work tools, coins, etc.

Next in importance to the objects found in Maliq, the
archaeological finds of Tren are substantial support for the
thesis according to which the Illyrians are autochthonous in

the Balkans. New data confirm that the Illyrians had settled

in the Albanian territory during the first millennium before our
era and, above all, that their urban culture must be regarded
as the superstructure of a slave-owning society. All these ele-

ments are new proof that the Illyrians were never Romanized,
that the Albanians are the descendants of the Illyrians and
"have inhabited this territory without interruption.

Tirana, the Capital of our socialist Homeland.



Thousands of new dwelling houses are built every

year in city and country.

A new hotel in Korga.



Kruja, monument dedicated to Skanderbeg, our National

Hero, who in the 15th century organized in Kruja the

legendary struggle of the Albanian people against

the Ottoman invaders.

Pogradec, a picturesque health resort on the shore of the

Ohri Lake over 700 metres above sea level.
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Outstanding figures

The Albanian people, like all the other peoples, by de-

veloping their national culture and art, have made their

contribution to the treasury of world culture. Though rela-

tively small in numbers, they have produced many people

who have distinguished themselves in the field of arts and

letters, in science and philosophy. •

In the conditions of foreign occupation, a number of out-

standing men, in whom Albania takes pride, were forced to

emigrate to foreign countries, where they have left immortal

works testifying to their talent and skill.
u

The Early Middle Ages in Albania was characterized by

a vigorous development of cities. Many castles, palaces, towers

and fortified works were built at that time. Albania was the

birthplace of distinguished master builders. Architecture and,

parallel with it, sculpture and painting, which, as in the other

countries of Europe, were complementary to it, rose to new

heights. The renown of the Albanian master builders spread

beyond the borders of the country, they were much sought

after in the Balkans for the construction of churches, mona-

steries, bridges and fortresses.

The names of many ancient Albanian masters have re-

mained unknown, because at that time works of art were

generally unsigned. However, the names of certain Albanian

artists who excelled in their activity, have survived. In 1295

master Progon Zguri supervised the building of the churches

of Saint Clement and Saint Mary in Ochrid. By the end of

the 14th century Pjeter Dahni directed the construction of

several monumental buildings in Shkodra. The archives of

this period make mention of the outstanding masters Radovam

and Vladanji, who worked on several buildings which are

still standing on the coast of Dalmatia.
^

Among the many Albanian masters of this time, the.

architect Miho Tivarasi and the sculptor Andrea Aleksi were

most remarkable. .

Information about the life and work of Miho Tivarasi

is very scanty and insufficient to construct his biography. He

lived in the 14th Century and the only sure thing that can be

said of him is his origin, which the Dalmatian historians them-

selves admit to be Albanian, and his burial place.

Miho Tivarasi is the architect of the monastery of Ragusa,

27 - 117 A
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which is consindered among the finest specimens of architec-

ture in Dalmatia. .

'

For many years Andrea Aleksi collaborated with the

Italian master Nicola Fiorentini. Traces of this fruitful col-

laboration have been discovered in Zara, in some portals of

great beauty, as well as in Tremiti, where the statues,

lunettes, reliefs and festoons of the facade of the church of

Saint Mary are said to be his work.

The activity of Andrea Aleksi, stretching over a period of

sixty years, proves that he is not a figure in vogue for a

given period but one who has made himself a place in history.

Five centuries after this artist adorned these regions of Dal-

matia and Italy with his works, his name has survived, and
his glory has not diminished.

. The list of the Albanian artists and masters of this epoch

is not limited to the above mentioned names. According to

the Dalmatian historian, Professor Gelecic, only in the 14th

Century one region of Northern Albania produced more than

forty remarkable painters. -Many are the works,» he says,

«which today are attributed to the Dalmatians, but which in

fact have been produced by the Albanian masters.»

All these Albanian artists did not emerge from nothing,

they were not the product of accident, but were formed in

the local tradition. Their great numbers testify to the flouri-

shing of the arts in Albania during this epoch. The struggle

of the Albanian people against the Ottoman hordes, which

went on for about one hundred years (1385-1479) ruined the

prosperous towns and nearly all the monuments of the coun-

try.

After the occupation of the country by the Ottomans, most

of those Albanian artists who could not emigrate, were taken

to Constantinople to rebuilt the ruined city. Among them was

the master Kristodoklo from Berat, who was surnamed Sinan

Aga. The sources of the time make mention of him as being

the architect in charge of the construction work of the -Yeni-

djami» and of the buildings around it. In this epoch, Hoxha
Kasem distinguished himself, too. Helped by his assistant and

fellow-countryman Meremtci Mustafa Aga, he built the

grand monument of -Valide Sultaniye» near the Galata Bridge.

Sedef Qar Mehmet (Bicakci), from Elbasan, is the author of

the mosque near the splendid fountain of the Hippodrome

(«Atmeydan») square and of many remarkable buildings in

Mecca.
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The Albanian masters built many hydraulic works in
various regions of the Balkans. As the prince of Moldavia
Dimitri Cantemir writes, «a glance at the aqueducts of Istan-
bul is enough to convince one of the skill of the Albanian
masters^.

After the occupation of the country, a number of out-
standing Albanians left their country to settle in Dalmatia or
Italy. Three generations of Albanian artists distinguished
themselves in the -golden age» of Venetian architecture and
sculpture and among them -the dinasty of the Albanesi of
Urbini» played a very important role in the intellectual, ar-
tistic and political life of Italy for more than two centuries
Into this family were born several renowned sculptors and
architects, such as Francesco Albanese-and his sons Giovanni
and Gerolamo, and his grandson Francesco, who embellished
Vicenza, Padova and Venice with their works.

There are no reliable data about the life and activity of
Francesco. Giovanni was horn in 1573, and received his
first lessons from his father. In the beginning of his career
he worked with the celebrated Palladio. He finished the works

?u i
S

i

m
^
Stel\ the si>lendid statues which adorn the lodges of

the Palladian basilica, as well as the staircase leading up to it
Giovanni produced the statues of the Capella del Rosario di
Corona and the statue St. Joseph for the altar of ..Saint
Lawrence» m the cathedral, as well as two stone columns with
the coat of Venice on the great square. Among the numerous
Venetian construtions of Giovanni, worth mentioning are the
Oratory of the Servites, the arch of triumph at the feet of the
staircase leading to Mt. Bericho. In 1619, again in Venice he
carved five statues for the facade of the cathedral of Saint
George.

Gerolamo worked on a series of sculptures of a mytholo-
gical and religious character, most of them in the palaces of
Vicenza, and others in the Palladian basilica modelled after
the image of classical temples on the top of a hill in the
outskirts of the town. Besides sculptural ornaments, Gerolamo
designed

,
the Oratory of the Gonfalonderi in the .cathedral,

which he decorated with various reliefs.
The inhabitants of Venice highly appraise the work of

these remarkable artists. They compare them to Phidias and
Polycletes. On their sarcophagi in the cathedral of San Lo-
renzo, where the most illustrious citizens of the town were
buried, there is the epitaph -Ille alter Phidias; hie Policletus
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erat» (One was another Phidias, the other was another Po-

^
Among the sculptors of Albanian origin worth mentiorrng

is also Allks Tarketa, who in 1480 carved one of. the altars

°f

Tnt^l^S^^^ou, paintings

of' another FraSesco AlbaneJ (Mth ^{^^Toi
(Northern Albanian - a master surnamed «the Anacreon or

Pain
f!s' during this epoch that many Albanian humanists

^rSrst known biographer of Skanderbeg; Mann Be^kerm

a468-?526), smi knfwn as «Marino di Scutari autorol

numerous Latin works and treatises, professor »f rhetoric

a^rfteratoe in Venice, Brescia, Padova and Ragusa^ Another

sk&% ft

literny, phllo«>pl»e, ^'f^h knowldS His corop.Mot

dents of the same faculty. After a temporal y it;

Terrible
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later, the paintings of David Selenica and his assistant, Knsto

(1726), as well as those of the brothers Kostandin and Athanas

Zografi (1744-1783), who, at the same time as the other artists,

kept alive the ancient tradition of Albanian wall painting m
churches, not only in their own country but also abroad.

Sculpture and architecure developed rapidly along with pain-

ting; let us mention here the master of carving Andon Kor-

fuzani (1758) and the master builders Gega and ThemeL

In the field of music, a name, that of Jan Kukuzeli,

renowned master of the Byzantine music, imposed itself.

With his activity as a composer, singer, theoretician and re-

former of music, he made a considerable contribution to the

musical treasury of the epoch and paved the way for its

further development. His contemporaries surnamed him -the

second source of our music».

Jan Kukuzeli was born in Durres between 1070 and 1075.

His excellent voice and his musical talent attracted attention,

and as a child, he was sent to the school of the imperial

palace of Constantinople. Later, he was made -Master of the

Imperial ChapeU, a high position in the Byzantine Church

hierarchy, being a conductor of the most important choir and

organ ensemble of the Middle Ages. This title was given only

to eminent artists. This post enabled Kukuzeli to reveal the

full scope of his extraordinary talent. As the Rumanian writer

Jean Creoncou writes, he was a «pearl» capable to -bring a

stony heart to tears». However the atmosphere of the palace

was stifling to him. He left furtively and settled in a mona-

stery at Mount. Athos, where he devoted himself entirely

to his art. , „
-

1
_ . .

The little that is left from the heritage of Kukuzeli m the

libraries of the East and West, testifies to his artistic genius

and the richness of his talent.

Jan Kukuzeli devoted himself to theoretical questions,

too. Relying on the study of the works of earlier scholars on

the rules of acoustics and musical esthetics, and of the pre-

vious systems of musical notation, he invented a new system,

called the -Kukuzeli system*.. This achievement alone was

enough to perpetuate his name.

Jan Kukuzeli is also known as the author of many impor-

tant works of the history of music, which place him at the

same level as the earliest teachers of this art. These works

were very instructive about the theory of Byzantine music,
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therefore they were distributed in many copies throughout

the Eastern churches. Copies of them are still extant in the

archives and libraries of Italy, Austria, Germany, etc.

The Byzantine musical art is indebted to Jan Kukuzeli

for «the system of musical circles*, the important invention

which represents the harmony relations of the various scales.

As a composer, Kukuzeli produced a number of unforgettable

pieces, which, due to their great beauty and power of inspi-

ration, were taken as models by the later hymnographers,

and sung for many centuries in the Orthodox monasteries,

churches and chapels of many countries. The Byzantine do-

cuments attribute to him the music of the biblical psalm No.

117, of the glorias No. 148, 149 and 150 and many musical

innovations in religious services. ' He wrote the words for

many of his songs.

The works of Kukuzeli occupy an important place ,in the

history of art and culture of Albania, although the political

cricumstances of the time compelled him to write in a foreign

language and work on a foreign soil, devoting himself mostly

to church music, because, like most artists of the epoch, he

was not expected to display his talent in other domains.

Nevertheless, Kukuzeli was a progressive in the full meaning

of the word, be it only in his important contribution to the

development of music.

Among the figures towering over 19th century life in Al-

bania the most important is, indisputably, the renowned patriot

Sami Frasheri, also known as the most brilliant Turkologist of

his epoch. He was born on June, 5, 1850 in the village of Fra-

sheri, east of the town of Permet. He received his elementary

education in his native village in Turkish, Arabic and Persian.

In 1871 he graduated from the «Zosimea* gymnasium of

Janina, where -he acquired a classical education. He devoted

himself particularly to sciences and the study of Latin, Greek,

Turkish, Arabic, Persian and French.

At the age of 23 he directed the progressive review of

Instanbul ^Hadika* ,and the journal «The East Interpreter*,

and published two plays which met with wide response, es-

pecially among the youth. In 1875 he founded «Sabah*, the

first Turkish daily.

He never ceased his activity until he died on June 18,

.1904 at his desk.
,

Sami Frasheri is the author of numerous political, phi-
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losophieal, literary and scientific works, school manuals, dic-

tionaries and translations apart from a great number ot

articles Six of his works, besides an unpublished manus-

cript, are written in Albanian, forty-five in Turkish, Arabic

and French. He translated into Turkish «A brief history of

France*, «Les Miserables* of Victor Hugo, and other works.

This ardent patriot was one of the main ideologists and

leaders of the Albania National Renaissance movement. He

distinguished himself equally through his invaluable con-

tribution in the domain of Turkish and Arabic culture and

science, as a playwright, novelist and writer, journalist and

philosopher, teacher and linguist, encyclopaedist and yulgari-

zer of science. His first works in Turkish and Arabic ap-

peared in the year 1885, and culminated with his, dictionary

^Kamusi Turki*, first published in 1901.

In 1889 he began the publication of «Kamulul ARam*,

one of the most important works in the Turkish language of

the 19th century, a biographical and geographical dictionary

in six volumes, the last of which appeared in 1899.

Besides his published works, Sami Frasheri is said to

have left numerous manuscripts, literary and scientific essays,

which he did not live to see printed.

Sami Frasheri distinguished the Turkish invaders ot Al-

bania from the Turkish people. None of his numerous works

served the occupier. On the contrary, because of his progres-

sive ideas he was constantly persecuted by the Sublime Porte

In 1874 he was interned in Tripoli, under the constant

surveyance of the police. After the publication of his book

«Albania, What It Was, Is and Will Be* in Albanian he

was confined to his residence and virtually under house arrest.

The progressive elements in Turkey estimated him highly.

The Turkish writer Ahmet Ihsan, in a necrology entitled «A

Cruel Loss*, describes Sami Frasheri as a «great master*.

«Sami Frasheri is the only Ottoman writer whose scientific

works have won the admiration of everyone.*

Among the eminent figures of Albanian culture, who
*

with their talent contributed to the treasury of world culture,

a place of honour belongs to the actor Aleksander Moisiu,

who won great fame throughout the world.
_

The Turkish occupation and the economic difficulties

forced the father of Aleksander Moisiu, like many of his

compatriots, to emigrate to Trieste, where Aleksander was

born on April 2, 1880. In 1884, all the family returned to
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Albania. Little Aleksander attended a primary school in Du-

nes In 1890 the family left Albania for Trieste; and thence

fo Graz in A^tria. Aleksander finished the secondary

school and then for some time . attended courses at the

^ISsandef fcSSTdevoted all his life, all his genius,

to world art and mankind.
„ ,

With the modulations of his voice, his perfect mimicry

his gestures, etc., his roles represent a comprehensive school
_

of

acthig. He was greatly admired by the representatives of the

main theatrical schools of our century.
.

As an artist, he had universal influence, .and his inter

pretations are an invaluable treasury for 'both the foreign

and tte Albanian actors of all times. He played a multitude

of roles in plays of all countries, interpreting with originality

and Wilfulness some of the most celebrated characters

of Aesehulus, Sophocles, Shakespeare, Goethe and Schiller

He flayed the cosmic roles in the comedies of MolieK
,

and.

Shakespeare with the same skill as^ he played the tagic

characters and passed with ease from characters of the

cScTfteatre to those of the contemporary^heatre:

such

as those of the plays of Ibsen, Chekov, Shaw, Pirandello, etc.

Fo? eleven years in succession Moisiu was the most

celebrated actor of the Great Theatre of Berlin, directed by

Max Bernhardt, under whose guidance his genius shone

^ftef enSnfthe theatre-goers of Austria, Czechc^

lovakia and Germany, Moisiu conquered the pubkc of Moscow,

Leningrad/Bucharest, Milan, Rome, Florence New York,

Sgo, Istanbul, Mexico and of many other big cities of

tiie work To the German audience he spoke in the language

of Goethe, to the English in the language of Shakespeare, to

the Parisians in the language of Moliere.

Though he did not perform for Albanian audiences,

Aleksander Mosisiu never forgot Albania and the Albanians.

Swhere he spoke with pride about his country With

ty he met the Albanian emigrants in Vienna and Bucharest

tl do not wanV he said, -to die a German artist.*- In April

f934? a yeaT before he died, he regained Albanian citizenship.

Today the Albanian people remember this great artist

with love and respect. To perpetuate his memory the

Presid urn ofthe Peop.le's Assemby of the PSR ot Albania

awarded him the posthumous title of the -People's ArtaU.m
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1961 The Higher School of Dramatic Art in Tirana, the

Palace of Culture and
1

the professional theatre of Durres bear

his name. . . 1_ 1

The work of Aleksander Moisiu has been highly ap-

preciated by thinkers and artists all over the world, such

as Anatoly Lunacharsky, Luigi Pirandello, Stefan Zweig,

Max Brod and others.

The -People's Artiste Tefta Tashko Koco, an outstanding

figure of scenic vocal art, was born on November 10, 1910

in Fayum, near Cairo, where her father had emigrated some

years ibefore. Like Aleksander Moisiu, Tefta Tashko developed

her talent on the stage of foreign theatres, playing the mam
roles of the most celebrated operas of the time.

When a school girl, she was marked for her intelligence

and her talent. At the National Conservatory of Paris, she

soon won the sympathy and respect of her teachers, due

to her talent and tireless and persevering work to acquire

the culture and technique of singing. Her teacher of singing

Gres presented her to Maurice Ravel in these words, -She is

not only a good singer but also an excellent musician.-

The -Nightingale of Albania- soon became known in

the musical circles of Paris. Still a student, she shone m
the interpretation of the role of Violet in -Traviata- and

especially in the main role of ^Madame Butterfly-, with

which she won the final contest at the conservatory. ^Le

Figaro- and other Parisian papers highly assessed her inter- .

prestation, describing her as a veritable Japanese* With

emotion and realism she sung the solo of Leh of -Les

Peeheurs de Perles-. _.

The Italian audience also, heard her melodious voice

in -II Barbiere di Seviglia-, >La Boheme- and -La Traviata-.

From 1936 to 1939 she made great efforts to spread

musical culture dn Albania, giving a series of concerts m
the main towns of the country. During this period, she also

studied Albanian folk music and its interpretation.
,

.

After Liberation, Tefta Tashko Koco carried out an in-

tensive activity, but her untimely death {December
-

.1947)

interrupted her brilliant career. She has been awarded the

title of the -People's Artist- posthumously.

Victor Eftimiu, outstanding Rumanian writer of Alba-

nian origin, member of the Academy of Sciences of the
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SR of-Rumania, honorary member of the Writers and Artists'

League of Albania, has made a remarkable' contribution to

the treasury of Rumanian and world literature. Born in

1889 at Boboshtica, in the region of Korea (Albania), at the

age of 9 he left the school and folloved his parents to

Rumania. He completed his higher education in France where

he wrote also one of his masterpieces, the dramatic poem
^Once Upon a Time», which ever since has been performed

more than 1,000 times on the stages of the Rumanian theatres.

He wrote numerous novels, plays, short stories, travel notes,

drama criticisms, poems, etc., many of which have been

translated in foreign languages.

All his works are imbued with progressive ideas, which

cost him a term dn the concentration camp of Tergu-Jiu in

1943.

In many of his short stories he evokes characters and

the milien of his native soil, Albania. <

Victor Eftimiu visited Albania twice, in 1971 and 1972.

On the first occasion, in July 1971, he wrote: «l am going

with the deepest impressions from this land of rare beauty

and of great projects created by the hands' of the people...

I am deeply moved to see my native village, Boboshtica,

again. I have joy in my heart and great faith in the future

of my country, which was so poor and . in darkness, but which

I discover now so completely changed, with its people full

of confidence . in their own forces.»

He died in Bucharest in December 1972, a little after

his last visit to Albania.

" Indisputably the greatest figure of Albanian science,

literature and art, Fan S. Noli, was born on Junary 6, 1882 in

the hamlet of Qyteza (Ibrik Tepe), inhabited by Albanians

in the region of Andrianople (Turkey). He finished his

primary and secondary school in Turkey and did part of

his university studies in Athens. Compelled by economic

difficulties, he turned to many trades in Greece, Turkey

and Egypt, until in 1905 he went to the United States where

he took an active part, along with many Albanian emigrants,

in the patriotic movement for the independence of Albania.

He continued his political activity in Europe, to defend

the interests of. Albania against the ambitions of the

neighbouring states and the predatory plans of the great

powers; and in Albania, to defend democracy against reaction.
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As the head of the government formed after the triumph of

the democratic-bourgeois revolution (1924), he left the country

in the same year when the revolution was supressed by the

combined forces of internal reaction and the foreign beyonets.

Nevertheless, he continued his political activity abroad.

Fan S. Noli became known as a great orator and the

poet of democratic ideas, as an excellent translator into Al-

banian of the masterpices of world literature: «Othello»,

«Macbeth», «Julius Caesar^, and «Hamlet» of Shakespeare

;

«Don Quixote^ of Cervantes ; «The Cabin of Blasco Ibanez;

«An Enemy of the People* and ^Madame Inger d'Ostreat» of

Ibsen; «The Rubaiyat» of Omer Khayyam, «Scanderbeg» of

Longfellow, ^Annabel Lee» of Edgar Poe, and others.

Besides the poems, articles and the ^introductions^ to

his translations, which are models of literary criticism, Fan

3. Noli wrote «The History of Scanderbeg» and ^Beethoven

and the French Revolution^. This last work was highly

appreciated by eminent personalities of art and culture such

as George Bernard Shaw, Jan Sibelius, Ernest Newman,
Thomas 'Mann, etc.

A statesman, historian, man of letters, musicologist

and composer, Fan S. Noli occupies a particular place among
the most eminent figures of the Albanian world. He died

on March 13, 1965.

Before concluding we may add that other
,
Albanians,

too, have distinguished themselves in various fields of art

and culture, but their merits cannot be illustrated within

the limits of this work.

The monuments of culture

An important cultural centre, the modern palace of cul-

ture «Aleksander Moisiu», was inaugurated in 1965, in Du-

rres. .

While digging the foundations, the remains "of an ancient

building, a thermal establishment, were discovered. In order

to preserve it the project of the construction of the palace

was modified, which necessitated an additional 10 million leks

above the initial fund of expenditure. The ancient public

baths have been carefully preserved, they are a few steps

away from a modern palace, a significant combination of the
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ancient tradition with the vigorous development of art and

culture today.

However this is not a unique case m our country.

Archaeological finds of this order prove that Albania is

the land of a rich and ancient culture. In regard to its surface

it is one of richest countries of Europe in monuments of

culture. Today it has 8 ancient towns, 75 old citadels, more

than old 115 churches, monasteries and mosques, hundreds of .

establishments, bridges and other characteristic constructions

of great historical value in a satisfactory state of preservation,

which constitute a precious fund of archaeological, architec-

tural and historical monuments. Hundreds of important monu-

ments of art and culture are under state protection. They

constitute a rich legacy of the past which testifies to the

creative abilities of the Albanian people and their contribution

to the treasury of world culture. These invaluable monuments,

the work of many generations, are only a fraction of the

history of the Albanian art and cuture.

Many foreigners, scholars and tourists, who have visi-

ted the historic monuments of Albania, have found them

extremely interesting. Among these monuments, the ruins

of Illyrian towns scattered throughout the country occupy

first place. Within their thick encircling walls built of

big unhewn stones put together without mortar, they occu-

py strategic positions commanding the surrounding plains

and valleys. The economic development of the Illyrian state

and the increase of its power were accompanied with the

fortification of towns, which were encircled with hewn stone

walls, complete with towers, gates, etc.

The renowned Albanian centres of ancient culture, such

as Dyrrachmm (present-day Durres), Buthroton (Butrint),

Apollonia (Pojan, near Fier), Lissus (iLezha) are of particular

interest, because of their many still standing monuments,

buildings, (mosaics and sculptures). Whole tracts of high town

walls, imposing city gates, remarkable constructions, remains

of public or private buildings, temples, theatres, stadiums

thermal establishments, dwelling houses, monumental sculp-

tures, reliefs and inscriptions, polychome mosaics, ancient

coins, objects of Illyrian craftsmanship, as well as weapons

and ornaments, have withstood the destructions wrought by

the times and the elements of nature.

In the archaeological centre of Butrint, in Southern Alba-

nia, there is a masterpiece of palaeochristian architecture,
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the baotistery built during the 6th century of our era.

It is JomXed of a layer of polychrome mosaics and six

nninrrms arranged on two concentric circles.
gran

nm"Xd of Apollo, a genuine masterpiece

was discovered in Butrint. ExnKing Zog gave it to the

Kalian fS leaders. Today this sculpture of rare value

15

"in^the years of the people's power, excavations in

Apouonia have brought to light, among others 29 sculptures

ofTarticular interest of the 2nd and 3rd centuries of our

1P& mosaics, the most mating of which
i
are

those of Butrint, Pojan, Durres, Saranda and Lin (Pogradec),

^The^sTrmpt^f them, which represents a woman's

face w!th floral decorations, has been found m Durres It

s laid on a mortar layer about six ^™£
stone fragments of various colours: white, black, red, orange,

etc The face is worked with great skill The mass of hair

Jl ™akes a striking effect with its shades and

KvW'col^rfof the hairpins: Two long flowered branches

formThe colorful background of this work of rare perfection..

Bestde^ Ts monuments of classical cultae and its for-

tificatSnT Albania boasts a number of re gious buildings

th^ 16th century, Onufri, and his son, Nikolla.^Other trescoes

-M'iS'i^r&s.-as

SS±BSSSC4*£$ftg
house

3

Unity of style and harmony of conception are cha

racter^tic ofIfcem. ^ t ^
at tfmls irreparable damage of material cu ture through

toy of forSgn invasions and the destructions wrought by
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natural elements. They were left to the mercy of fate or

in the case of archaeological sites, given in concession to

the imperialist states, which pillaged them.
Only after Liberation was the law «On the Protection of

the Monuments of Culture and the Environments^ promulgated,
thus putting an end to their degradation and plunder and
proclaiming them common property of the entire people. By
special decision of the Council of Ministers, Berat and
Gjirokastfa, the subsoil of the ancient city of Durres as

well as the old market of Kruja were proclamed museum -

towns. These government acts and other decisions of the

same order constitute the juridical basis of all work con-
cerning the protection of monuments.

The ^Institute of the Monuments of Culture^, which is

responsible for the protection; preservation and restoration

of the monuments of . culture, carries out a broad activity

to prevent the monuments from degrading, to discover new
monuments and protect them, and has laid the foundations
of a' new scientific discipline. Consequently, a great number
of monuments, damaged in the course of centuries, have
been saved from complete destruction and, in the present
state, retain a historical, cultural and artistic value.

The nympheum of Apollonia has been .restored and
work is going on . for the restoration of big architectural

ensembles. The «Kala» and ^Mangalem» quarters in Berat,

the bazaar and the fortress in Gjirokastra, the bazaar in

Kruja, etc. have been repaired or restored.

As regards religious buildings, a selection has been made
preserving those which present a historical and artistic,

interest. On the other hand, studies have been carried out,

as a result of which another 250 important historical monu-
ments, especially those connected with historical events,

have been put under state protection.

However, the broad working masses, aware of the value

and importance of this patrimony, guarantee the best pro-

tection of the monuments of culture. The Institute of the

Monuments of Culture, among other things, works to make
the masses even more conscious of the value of this patrimony
which belongs to them.
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The folklore

.Albania is announced. The curtain goes up: the wonder

repeats itself, it is the great hour for the Festival A powerful

choir, an orchestra of virtuosi, superb dances^ executed

by splendid dancers in gorgeous costumes. . .
This is the

laureate of 1970.» This is how ^Les depeches>> described the

premiere of the Folk Ensemble of Tirana at the International

Festival of Dijon, «Under their heavy woollen clothes the

dancers master so perfectly their own bodies that they seem

to ignore the laws of gravitation. Their dances, so light

and vertiginous, seem to give them the supreme joy. . . What

airy ease! And yet how the ground thunders under the

frenetic beat of liheir feet! The (tambourine bursts hi rumW«,

the sounds of the accordeon, clarinette,
+
flute, and viohn

flow in, the girls, in colourful costumes the ^^ f^
breeches of white wool, with the astounding rapidity of the

movement of hands and feet, adding to the even more

astounding rhythm, express the joys of the pastoral and

noDular life of indomitable Albania .»
, ,P

At the festival of Dijon,
!

theI

Albanian folk
:
ensemble

wonlhe first prize, the Golden Necklace of the Year 1970*

competing with 30 folklore ensembles fromW f
untr^

;

of

Europe Asia, Latin America. This is only one of the many

Sses^f the Albanian folklore in^^ f̂<^
The performances of this ensemble and of other folklore

have been followed with great interest at anterna-S festivals and during tours abroad, making a splendid

show of our folk art, dances and musical

After the establishment of toe. people's power, the great

wealth of our folk art the most varied melodies and dances

clme out of the narrow circle of specialists and became widely

^The^ «
scholars. In the 19th century, some ^.^^
more interested in linguistics, also studied the Albanian lolK^ Srffi of Doruntina was the object of an important

s^dy by the German poet Burger, and constituted one of

the elements of a social study by Paul Lafargue. In an

'StanS»ted to Jenny, besides songs of the other peop^

ofTrope Karl Marx, who appreciated folk songs, also copied

some Albanian songs.
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Albania has an inexhaustible treasury of folk songs and

dances, created through, the centuries'. Their original music

of an ever changing variety of tonalities, the beauty and

warmth of their melodies, their freshness and charm,

make them quite distinct from the songs of the neighbouring

peoples. Folk songs are the history of the Albanian peo-

ple in music. Each of their historical song is an expression

of their confidence in victory. These songs, the war cry of

our forefathers, are sstxll alive among our Highlanders in the

North and the South. In the North they are sung in one

voice, in the South in two, three or four voices. Compared

with the polyphonic songs of the other peoples, Albanian

choral singing is more compact, more varied. They stand at

a high level of perfection, which explains their considerable

influence on the development of this genre.

Lyrical, love, ritual and allegorical songs constitute the

fund of the Albanian musical folklore. Wedding songs, both

in the North and in the South, stand out for their joyous

lyricism and optimism. The Albanian people sing to pure

and sincere love with great depith of feeling.

The lively and dynamic Albanian dances, with their great

variety of movements, symbolize the valiance of the Albanian,

The Hungarian Albanologist Talloczy in one of his studies

writes that the «Illyrians danced sword in hand».

Through the centuries the Albanian people have created

a multitude of dances, from the most simple to the most

complex, which are closely linked with their life, their cus-

toms, their labour, their struggle and aspirations, their joys

and sorrows.

The Albanian folk dances have attracted the admiration

of many great writers and artists, among whom Lord Byron,

who in his «Childe Harold*- makes a picturesque description

of an Albanian dance.

The folk dance vary in form and subject, according

to the districts, the sex and age of the participants. Every

district, and indeed nearly every village, has its own charac-

teristic dances. Sometimes the same dance is executed dif-

ferently in the same area. This is explained with their

dialectical and ethnographic ramifications.

However, in spite of the great variation of dances of

the different districts they also contain common elements

deriving from the unity of the Albanian tradition which

inspires them.



Cabinet classes help the pupils understand better the

various subjects.

At a lesson in a middle school.

National costumes.

Folk dances.
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Defence of the socialist Homeland is a duty above all

duties for the entire people.

In certain districts in the past, men and women used

to dance separately; mixed dances were rare, even within the

same clan. Generally, women's dances are easier, slower,

lighter, with more gracious movements, whereas men's dances

are «grave» and -fiery, with abrupt movements that give

an impression of strength.

The dances vary according to the age of the participants.

In tjie Laberia region, for example, there are old women's
and young brides' dances. in which the participants dance in

a semi-circle to the accompaniment of polyphonic songs.

In regard to the number of participants, there are solo

dances (Northern Albania and Kosova) and duo dances

(throughout Albania). As a rule, trio dances are performed by
two men and one woman, or vice-versa.

In the more common form of dance the performers move
in a straight line, however, there are other forms of dances

which, though essentially rectilinear, combine winding move-
ments and pirouettes; there are also dances in double or

opposite lines and occompanied by songs. The most current

form of dance is the circular one, which is frequently met
with both in Albania and among the Albanians beyond its

borders.

. The inventive spirit of the Albanian people manifests

itself in the great variety of folk instruments. There are

percussion instruments, such as the drum and the tambourine;

.

wind instruments such as the flute and the bag-pipe, string

instruments such as the lahuita and the giftelia.

The flute is the most widespread instrument. It is a

wooden or metal tube some 42 centimetres long with holes.

A very popular instrument is giftelia, a small mandoline

with a. long neck and, generally, two strings used mostry

by the 'Northern Highlanders

.

Our oral folklore, comprising birth, marriage, and death

rituals, is very rich.

The collection of folklore is a very ancient tradition in

our country, but no systematic work was done in this, field

prior to the liberation of the country. The Institute of

Popular Culture has set itself the task of collecting this

treasury. The folklore is the patrimony of the entire people,

therefore a large number of people of various professions,

especially teachers, have been mobilized in this action.

Research, collection and study of the creativeness of the

people have been organized according to a plan. The Insti-

28. - 117 A



434
PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

tute of Popular Culture maintains constant .and fruitful links

with people all over the country who contribute to the en-

rfchS of dts collections. Today they compnse more

Sarfo^e million verses, 7 to 8,000 pages of prose, about 40,000

nrovertelind 12,000 puzzles, about 10,000 recordings of

Sm^honic, polyphonic* instrumental and dance m^c. From

this rich material 45 volumes, or a total ox about 12,000 pages,

haVe
^T961

PSn1he publication of the tad d
t£g

Alba-

nian folklore This collection, which may be described as an

enwlopaX of oral folk literature, comprises four series

Se? respectively to popular prose, legendary epic histo-

ricll epic and lyrical poetry. The ttireeJ01^,^^1^
«The first Collectors of Albanian Folklore- (1635

-191 2>>

four vohime series ^Popular Prose», .and the series ..Legendary

Eoic, l^e already been published. The Institute has issued

Sic p4ufattns, as, for instance, collections of popular

songs and tales on work, the woman, etc., which educate

working people with the virtues exalted m our folktore.

The Institute of Popular Culture is organizing the publi-

cations ofmSfcal ^choreographic^ works. It has already

oiven for publication a collection of. books. ,

* ^hl stady of the Albanian folklore has already reached

the stage of a scientific summing up of the results attained

to its research The publication of 50 volumes of oral, musical

and ch^ogrlphic folklore, and of about 500 science studies

Si papers speaks of the important progress made m this

fteld

The study of regional folklore and the comparative study

of interregional- folklore will open up a new road to the

devS™nt of work on a sound scientific basis whi e at

{hJlame time combating the tendency to a generally descrip-

tive Xdy of Albanian folklore, apparent m some works of

the Se^n'hSanian folklore constitute a major con-

tributtoh ^ tie Balkan folkloric science and have aroused

sp<Sal interest in scientific circles, especially m the Balkan

"'""Thanks to the research work carried out in the field of

AlbanlanfSklore it has won the respect of the progressive schol-

ars of this"discipline all over the world. Proof of this are the

proceedmgs of the 2nd Congress of Balkan Studies m Athens,

C ist National Conference of Albanian folkloric science,
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the National Folkloric Festival in Gjirokastra, etc. Speaking
of the festival of Gjirokastra, an English musicologist, Pro-
fessor Albert Lloyd, said: «What impresses the foreign folklore
student most? First, perhaps the fact, what the amateur
groups also demonstrate, that Albanian folkloric music is

still alive and going strong. The situation here is entirely
different from what it is in the West, where we can enjoy
only what remains of tradition which used to have a certain
grandeur. Second, the fact that Albanian musical folklore
is extremely varied in its heroic-narrative songs", powerfully
expressive in its songs from the steep mountains of the North
and in the vibrating and harmonious romantic choruses of the
South sung in various ways and rhythms which defy the
most daring modern composers. The instruments themselves
greatly attract the musicologist — the powerful sounds of
the lahuta of the North, the sweet murmur of the double
flute of the South, the strange sounds of the zurla, the
melancholic pastoral melodies of the common flute and of the
flute called kawll, the pulsating rhythms of the gifteli, all

these and other instruments expressing the remarkable vigour
of the. Albanian music make a deep impression on the
foreigner. In this festival we had the chance to admire the
creativeness of an entire people, energetic and interesting,

ardent and thoughtful, militant and friendly,, proud of their

ancient traditions and eager for innovations. The Western
musicologist whose idea of folkloric music is essentially der-
ived from books and not from close contact with people,

cannot imagine that folklore can be so intimately linked with
the daily problems, as it is in Albania.^

«For an ethnologist of Central Europe^, writes the work-
er of the Archives of Phonograms of the Academy of

Sciences of Austria, Dr. Dietrich Schuler, «to attend the
National Folklore Festival of Gjirokastra is simply a piece

of good luck. I was amazed by the richness of the Albanian
folklore, the vitality and spontaneity of the performances
based on the forms of an ancient tradition. Unlike other
countries where folklore is only a local concern, here we see

that folklore is a great concern of the people and the state.

^Besides this, there are also other questions which
draw particular attention. Albanian science has the rare

possibility of closely following the life and culture of the

people, studying them not only in their present stage of evolu-

tion and development, but also in their history. Innovation
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and transformation and many other problems of interest to

etmiologists and sociologists, can be:
studiedI here with

far greater advantage than in any other ™™£y- '

of the development of culture in general and of the demonstra^

ton of hypotheses through the observation of reality can be

dSt witMust as profitably. And since ^ch work i the

field of folklore occupies an important place m Albania, mere

s no doubt that this science will make great advance*

Albanian folklore and folkloric s™*?7* e^ri

*

well-deserved place in the European and Balkan folkloric

science in general.
.

Ethnographic patrimony

The Albanian people possess an^^^^
treasury Gorgeous national costumes, fine silk embroidery

„c =r,H oarnets decorated with national motifs, artistic

Xran^n
hS trad^lon preserved generation after

^In regard to the great wealth of its ethnographic tra-

^ite^io^isUc%^tf? • Albanian

nearfe have cultivated with success, the applied arts occupy

in else relationship through all their ^tory ,

Weaving, knitting and stitch-work can rightly be con

sidered a popular art. Every Albanian woman
^

not only simple stitch-work but also sewing, of a high artistic

leVel

The national costumes of Tropoja, Elbasan, Devoll, Gji-
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rokas'tra, etc., the carpets of Kukes, Korea and Iberia, the

knapsacks of Zadrima, etc. testify to an ancient tradition.

Knitting which is widely practised both m the boum

and North, comprises costumes, clothes, vests, shawls gloves,

stockings etc., (produced with a great variety of stitch-work.

Lacework and knitwear decorated with popular motifs are

widespread. This kind of work, both for men's and women s

knitwear, is used in Malesia e Madhe and in the remote

regions of Kukes for stockings and socks. -

The ,linen and woollen cloth of which the national costu-

mes are tailored, is woven on hapd-loonis and then decorated

and embroidered by the gifted Albanian women. The carpets

and thick bedspreads of the South as well as the rugs and

decorated lines of the North are also woven on hand-loom,

just as the thick woollen fabrics for overcoats, haversacks,

etc
'

The carpets produced in the region of Korea, as in many

other regions of the country, are remarkable for their skilful

combination of colours. In the national costumes, rugs and

carpets, the art of our ancestors has- reached to our days.

This ancient tradition has been preserved and further deve-

loped (by the new masters of Albanian popular art.

The national costumes indicate the high level of culture

of the Albanian people, their fine taste. Every region has its

own costumes, and frequently every village, or at times even

group of families within the same village, have a particular

manner of dressing. Costumes differ in their material, their

cutting, their predominating colour or combination of colours,

their particular ornaments, etc.

Women's costumes are very varied and richly ornamented.

Their visible parts, such as collars, bodices, cuffs and skirts

etc. are embroidered with silk or cotton thread of various

colours, with red and black predominating.

The woollen vest or tunic is edged with red or other

colours Over the vests Women wear finely embroidered

aprons. The aprons of Shpat, Dumre, Myzeqe and Fushe-

Kruja are remarkable for their exquisite taste.

The head-dress is an important garment of Albanian

folk costumes. Its dimensions vary, sometimes being quite

large like in Myzeqe, sometimes rather small, but very gra-

cious' and elegantly rolled around the head, like in the region

of Zadrima. .

Like all the Balkan peoples, the Albanians wear sandals
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(«opinga») of ox hide, their forms varying according to

region Light and quite suited to the mountainous terrain of

our country and elegant, too, they are decorated on the

uppers with tresses of leather or multi-coloured hempen

strings

Since times ancient the Albanians have been working the

metals They employ several methods for this purpose:

hammering, casting, engraving or filigreeing. Hammering and

casting are ancient techniques, as testified b'y many objects

of the Illyrian culture/ such as belt buckles, etc. The perfec-

tioning of the technique of hammering led to the manufacture

of spears, sabres, yatagans, swords, etc. Cast objects, too,

date back to the Illyrian epoch. (Numerous objects, weapons

and their parts and even women's ornaments, manufactured

according to this technique, have been discovered. Weapons

and other objects made according to this technique by the.

metal workers of Berat, Elbasan, Gjirokastra are displayed

in the country's museums.
. .

Chiselling has a long-established tradition, especially m
the towns of Berat, Elbasan, Gjirokastra etc.

_

The armourers and -goldsmiths of South Albania are

famous for certain types of Weapons and armour plates,

buckles and ear-rings, bracelets and buttons as well as nume-

rous other articles completing the ornament of national costu-

Work in copper is a widespread art of ancient tradition

Excavations in the tumuli of Illyrian settlements have brought

to light 40 types of clasps (fibulae), as well as necklaces,

diadems, bracelets and bronze defence weapons

In time, the range of copper or bronze articles of daily

use, mainly vessels, has constantly widened.

All objects were chiefly ornamented with geometric

motifs, and, more seldom, with.loral motifs, like stylized

cypresses^ ete^
_

n which^ popuiar art has attained

a high degree of excellence* wood-carving, ordinarily em-

ployed in dwelling houses or hidings of the cult

;

cupboards, iconostases, etc.), in furniture and their fittings,

work tools, was an unmatched skill of this country. The

artistic taste of the Albanians has left its imprint on all-

kinds of objects of daily use: spoons and bowls distaffs

and pipes, llahutas» and
.
bride's chests, rockers and looms,

etc Ornamental motifs, whether carved or embroidered, have
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the same source of inspiration and reflect the same tradition.

The objects of daily use produced by the popular artists,

both in the mountains and the plains, preserve the features

of our ancient culture in all its originality.

The craftsmen of Dibra have won great fame m tne

Balkans. Their productions were in great demand as far away

as Asia Minor. The masters of South-eastern Albania have

left objects of their art everywhere the southern part pt.

the peninsula. The work of the earlier Dibra masters is

finerf often with plant motifs, whereas their later successors

combined plant and animal motifs.
. 11 .

Woodcarving, as a traditional occupation of the Albanian

people, was raised to the level of trade production, which

served purposes broader than those of the domestic economy.

In the districts enjoying favourable conditions ^schools ot

woodcarving were created, the most important being those

of Dibra, Berat and South-east Albania. In the 17th and

18th centuries, this art reached its apex, with the Albanian

masters attaining such artistic excellence as made them

famous even beyond the borders of the country. In the 19th

century this art began to decline.
t

The craftsmen of Dibra and Cermenika used pine wood

for the decoration of rooms or dwelling houses in general.

The schools of Berat and Shpirag, working on a rather nar-

rower field, became widely known for their carvings on

various kinds of wood, the aim-wood being used m_ preference.

Wood-carving has been raised to new heights after the

liberation of the country.
. .

Albanian popular architecture is of j)articu ar interest

for the great variety of its buildings, the «kulla» ot tne

North, and the characteristic dwelling house of the town

and
The

a
|uUa is a turret-type construction which appeared

during the epoch of feudalism in Albania. Today it has re-

mained only in the mountainous regions of North Albany

Its walls, built of big stones, are from 1 m^to 1 50 m
thick and constitute an effective protection against possible

attacks from outside. v
.

The Albanian people stand as a particular ethnic group,

due not only to their language and anthropological features

but also their ethnographic traditions. Albanian ethnographic

material, which is of great scientific and artistic mterest,

has drawn the attention of many scholars of different times.
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Ethnographic information about Albania can be found in

various Works of the ancient Greek and ' Roman authors^

Byzantine registers and chronicles, in reports of the commer-

cial and political agents who have travelled through Albania,

in acts and documents written in different periods, but this

information, unfortunately mutilated and superficial, has only

the value of an auxiliary material.

. Albanian ethnography has attracted the attention of the

Albanian patriots, and in particular, of the early writers and

students of the Albanian language in the 17th century —
Budi, Bardhi and Bogdani, of the members of the Albanian

colonies abroad, and moreover of the patriots of the national

Renaissance who, in the 19th century, studied the. national

culture with some success. Compelled to . work in difficult

conditions, often pursued and persecuted by the foreign oc-

cupiers, their work could be but fragmentary, despite their

good will.

Only after Liberation work for the collection and study

of ethnographic material assumed all the importance it

deserved and was raised to a scientific level, especially with

the setting up of the Ethnographic Sector in 1947.

Today, in the documentary funds of the Ethnographic

Sector there are tens of thousands of objects, photos, designs,

charts and sketches, as well as other material objects coming

from 300 Albanian settlements in the last two centuries (19th

and 20th). These documents are a comprehensive illustration

of the way of living of the Albanian people before Libera-

tion. The collection of materials belonging to our present time

continues.

The Ethnographic Sector carries out research work in

many districts, concentrating on the study of traditional

activities, especially agriculture and animal husbandry. Dwel-

ling houses, urban or rural, as well as national costumes, are

the object of study of a long series of publications, which

shed important light on the material and spiritual culture

of the Albanian people. Their materials, collected and pub-

lished with, great care, acquaint the broad masses of the

people with a great ethnographic wealth almost totally

neglected in the past. \ V , ,

The intensification of the struggle against backward and

reactionary customs and concepts degrading woman, against

religion and religious prejudices, against the system of pa-

triarchal life, and other such blemishes of the past set new
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tasks to Albanian ethnography. It is important to go to the

roots of these harmful customs which impede the develpment
of society, and to smash their idealistic reactionary philoso-

phical basis. In the choice of the subjects of their study the

Albanian ethnographers are guided by the concern about

carrying out the great tasks posed by the development and
deepening of the ideological and cultural revolution in

Albania.

Ethnographic studies, as • part of comparative Balkan
studies, show that, in spite of the many-sidedness of the

traditional culture of the Albanian people, this culture rests

on a common ethnic basis formed in ancient times over all

the habitat of the Albanians. This is evident not only in the

material culture, national costumes, popular architecture, ves-

sels and furniture in general, but also in the social and spiritual

culture of the people, such as the provisions of the Canons
and the customs of family life, which reveal a common
stratum of tradition.

The Ethnografic Museum of Tirana, set up in 1948, and
the many local museums of districts and even villages, play

an important role in the collection and preservation of the

ethnographic treasury of the country. The Ethnographic Mu-
seum of Tirana is visited by all categories of people, es-

pecially the young, as well as by intellectuals, people's artists

in particular, who are inspired from the artistic traditions

of the people. This museum is an interesting visiting place

for foreigners.

The Ethnographic Museum maintains relations with many "

countries of the world, where it organizes exhibitions which
enable people abroad to get acquainted with the artistic

traditions of the Albanian people.

The road of the development of the Albanian

literature

«The General of the Dead Army», a novel by the Al-

banian writer Ismail Kadare, was published in Paris a few
years ago. «This novel,» the «Albin Michel* Publishing House
wrote on this occassion, «is the revelation of the Albanian

literature, a young literature very little known to us. Its

publication gives its author from the very start an enviable
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place in world literature.* In his preface to the book, the

well-known French writer Robert Escarpit states, «Ismail

Kadare gave the French readers a novel of world stature.*

The novel made a deep impression and soon was trans-

lated into many languages. It was followed by other novels

of the same author: «The Castle*, «A Chronicle on Stone*, etc.

At the end of 1973, the volume entitled «Ismail Kadare

and the New Albanian Poetry*, a collection of poems by

Kadare, Dritero Agolli, Natasha Lako and Fatos Arapi, was

published in Paris. In its preface Alain Bosquet writes among

other things: «The spirit of Albania is in its best poetry. .

.

In this century, it acceded to independence, which was- a

rather poor form of liberty, of which the great Migjem

wrote: 'Misery works day and night'. At last came the

People's Republic, the only example of radical transformation

in a nation capable of living in the 15th century toy imagina-

tion and in the 21st century by .
hope.*

The author of the selection and translation of poems,

Michel Metais, in his presentation of the volume entitled

«Poets Who speak for an Entire People*, writes among

other things: ^Albanian literature was not bom yesterday, and

poetry was for a long time its favourite and exclusive means

of expression, so much so that the first Albanian novel was

written in verse. . . One is astonished how this poetry could

remain altogether unrecognized. After a long period in the

dark, it had to speak to itself in order to find itself again, to

regain its strength against the deaf ear often turned to it.

Today it can speak for itself loud enough even for those who

pretend they don't hear.*

These works, warmly welcomed by the public m Europe

and on the other continents, were a great success. They prove

the emergence of a new, powerful Albanian literature, its

development on the road of socialist realism.

Albanian literature is relatively young. The first book

in Albanian is Gjon Buzuku's «Missel», which came to light

in 1555. During the Ottoman rule, , in the course of their

wars against foreign occupation and for national independ-

ence, the Albanians worked with self-denial to preserve

their language, their arts and their culture. Writers and

poets made their contribution not only to the enrichment of

their national culture, but also to the awakening of the

national consciousness of their people, in order to raise them

in struggle against the military and feudal regime of the
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sultans. One of the most brilliant periods of this struggle

is that of the National Renaissance, extending from the
second half of the last century to the beginning of this

century. It saw the emergence of eminent writers and poets,

who, devoting their life and talent to the problems of the

time and the life of the people, worked for posterity. Such
are, for example, Nairn Frasheri, Andon Zako Cajupi, Sami
Frasheri, Kostandin Kristoforidhi, Vaso Pasha, Filip Shiroka,

Mihal Grameno, Foqion Postoli and dozens of others, who
were the forerunners of present-day Albanian literature.

The proclamation of the national independence opened
a new period for the Albanian literature, in which critical

realism was predominant at that time. This period extends
from 1912 to 1940, and its most Outstanding representatives
are Ndre CMjeda, Fan Noli, Millosh Gjergj Nikolla (Migjeni),

Aleksander Drenova. (Asdreni). Their whole literary activity

is a stern indictment against the feudal-bourgeois regime,
which savagely suppressed all progressive ideas.

Contemporary Albanian literature was born during the
National Liberation War. It developed alongside of the great
economic, political and social transformations of the last

decades. The great value of this literature lies in the fact

that it is linked with the interests of the people, serves these
interests and militates for them. Its objective is to deal with
the great variety of themes of the Albanian socialist reality,

to describe the various periods of the struggle of the Albanian
people and treat them from the Marxist-Leninist viewpoint.
These ideas have inspired Shefqet Musaraj, Ismail Kadare,
Jakov Xoxe, Fatmir Gjata, Anastas Kondo and many other
writers.

The revolutionary spirit of the people, their struggle
against imperialism and revisionism, their national pride and
their lofty principles of proletarian internationalism are the
elements which characterize the creative works of the Albanian,
writers. The method of socialist realism has been the guiding
compass in their work; contrary to the claims of the bour-
geois esthetes, it does not create stereotypes, but favours the

most complete development of individual styles.

The socialist revolutionary content of a literary work
depends on the degree of its representation and interpretation

of the reality in the development of the class struggle, dealing
with its contradictions always according to a definite positive

communist ideal, and in the light of historical perspective.
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In this regard, socialist art brings the progressive forces to

the fore; it describes their struggle and shows the perspec-

tive of their development, avoiding all stereotypes or happy

endings, or fatalism and hopelessness typical of the decadent

trends of today.

The literary works of socialist realism describe characters

in their typical milieu, reflect the essence of social life,

and the political, ideological, ethical and esthetic attitude of

man towards it. The characters of Albanian literature reflect

the psychology of different social strata, their level of intel-

lectual and social development, as well as their individual

peculiarities. Likewise, the background against which they

act and develop, cannot be the same as' in other countries,

just as literary and artistic tradition, too, differs from one

people to the other. It is up to the writer of socialist realism

to understand all these elements and strive to create in the

national and popular spirit.

The style and manner of writing in Albanian literature

are varied, and this is only natural. The principles of so-

cialist realism do not prevent, but, on the contrary, enable

the author to make the best and most artistic use of lan-

guage, to display his personality, his artistic individuality.

The new Albanian literature bears its own national

character being the. expression of the consciousness of the

Albanian people in the great historic moments they have

lived and- are living through today. The national and po-

pular character of Albanian literature is not a secondary

element but an essential feature, a fundamental component

of its existence, a principal factor of its vitality and success.

The national character of Albanian literature is also mani-

fested in the efforts of the writers to reflect the spiritual

world of the Albanian people, their conception of life and

death, of freedom and bondage, love, marriage and the

family, of work and leisure, their sense of humour confronted

with the epical and lyrical aspects of their existence, their

attitude to optimism and pessimism, contradictions, etc., etc.

Completing the characteristics which make up the originality

of this literature, its national character created in the course

of historic events, the Albanian authors in their works employ

the popular idiom, its intonations, rhythm and praseology to

reveal the inner world of the people in all its magnificence.

In its development on its own soil Albanian literature'

comes up against alien influences, modernist or conservative
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trends which are repressed as the national character of litera-

ture grows stronger. Our literature is in opposition to bour-

geois and revisionist trends and tendencies, to formalism to

an art which does not serve the people, which is not under-

stood by the people and does not reflect life truthfully, but

advocates chaos, the crisis of society and man.

The original national spirit of the new Albanian litera-

ture which puts the stress on the forms and features charac-

teristic of the Albanian spiritual world, on . its historical in-

dividuality, on the temperament, psychology, way of Inland

traditions of the Albanian people, does not at all lead to

isolation from the world as a whole.

The new Albanian literature has a strong epic flavour

deriving from the very epic nature of the life of the

Albanian people through the centuries, from the character

of the deep-going social revolution they are carrying out.

The epoch of socialism, with its unprecedented class strug-

gles, the epoch of tempestuous and dramatic upheavals inevi-

tably leaves deep traces in the development of literature,

giving it a pronounced epic colouring and making it, to some

extent, an encyclopedia of communism.
^

The new Albanian literature has made progress m the

epic as well as the dramatic and lyrical representation of the

reality, seeing the problem of the heroic acts in harmony and

relationship with the spiritual world of man, his sentiments,

against the background of the development of the past and

present society.
, . , v "4.

The party spirit, the communist content, which lie at

the basis of all the Albanian literary creativeness, explain

the ideological purity of the Albanian literature, its lofty mi-

litant and revolutionary spirit. The literature and art of so-

cialist realism which flourish in Albania truthfully reflect the

objective reality and are a powerful means to steel the new

man and to revolutionize his consciousness. Our literature

and art have a profound popular character, they address

themselves to the large masses, and not to an elite, and have

become an important lever in the great machine of the

revolution.

The Albanian literature plays an active role in the life

of the people, not only by educating the readers, but also by

inspiring and encouraging them to become hard-working and

conscious builders as well as valiant fighters for the defence

of the gains of socialism. It does it with warmth of feeling,
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with vividness and a great variety of styles, Meditative and

«objective» frigidity are alien to the Albanian poetry and

prose, which are rich in lyrical passages, contrasts and strik-

ing images emanating from the diversity of life itself.

In his historic speech at the 7th Congress of the PLA
Comrade Enver Hoxha, speaking about literature and art,

among other things, stressed, «The national character and

the popular spirit are expressed through the truthful reflec-

tion of reality, from the standpoint of Marxist-Leninist ide-

ology, the assimilation of all the experience of our culture,

both its old progressive tradition and its new revolutionary

elements, in a critical way, proceeding from the class stand-

point, and firmly relying on the people's creativeness. The
popular and national character is expressed not just in the

creation of the works alone but also in their execution and

interpretation.*

The close links with folklore, avoiding folklorism, are

also typical of numerous works of Albanian literature. In

this case it is not a question of imitating the folklore and

being content with its level, but of getting acquainted with

it and taking advantage of this* immense wealth of the po-

pular inspiration. The folklore is a great source of inspira-

tion for the Albanian literature of socialist realism. Born as

a necessary, expression of the aesthetic attitude of man to-

wards the reality, folklore has a great aesthetic influence on

and plays an important role in present-day spiritual life. Folk-

lore is an artistic means which links the present with the

past, sings to the present and causes the strings, which were

drawn tight in the course of existence of the Albanian, to

quiver in his soul, evokes the sounds he has heard in his

childhood, and the strength of its word and music is all

the more convincing proof of the great mastery of its

unequalled creator, the people! Folklore is in constant evolu-

tion, it develops through collective creativeness but always

on the solid ground of tradition. It is a source of aesthetic

pleasure, . because it is linked with the joys and sorrows of

the Albanian people in the course of their history, because

it is an art animated by the people's spirit.

The successes of the new Albanian literature are linked

with the description of the heroic, and revolutionary spirit

of the Albanian people from the time of the National

Liberation war to our days, with the truthful portraying of
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people, and inspired description of national milieus, with the

reflection of the class struggle, of our marvellous reality,

with a penetrating analysis of the inner world of the new
man, considering him in his links with society, in his

concrete actions, in his attitude to the clash between the

new and the old, while at the same time not remaining

within the framework of man's «consciousness», as happens

with the bourgeois and revisionist trends, but studying it in

close connection with life and society. The Albanian litera-

y-/
ture of socialist realism is a militant literature in its sub-

J stance, it implants in people's minds 'the communist morality,

V the love for the Homeland, for the beautiful* for work, for

^ man. It fights for a sound morality and a happy family

Vlife, against all dangerous elements, against the open and

cSsguise4 enemy, against,-; all weaknesses and shortcomings

connected with the surviVals)of the alien ideology of the past

and the great pressure exerted -today by the bourgeois and

revisionist ideology.

The proceedings and decisions of the 4th Plenum of

the CC of the PLA, the speech of Comrade Enver Hoxha at

the meeting of the Secretariat of the CC of the PLA on

December 20, 1974, and especially his report to the 7th

Congress, have given a vigorous impulse to the development

of the content and form of literature and art in Albania.

The book — a companion of every Albanian

The book in Albania has become an inseparable com-

panion not only of some «book worms», but also of the

masses of the people. It belongs not just to intellectual

circles, but also to people working in factories, plants, agri-

cultural cooperatives, to people in the towns and in the

remotest mountainous villages. This is achieved not only

because of the low price of books, and the exceptional in-

crease of their editions in comparison with the past, but

especially because of their content, which responds to the

requirements and aspirations of the readers.

In the 13 years from 1945 to 1957, in Albania were

published as many books as were published during the last

four centuries taken together, i.e., from the publication of
the first book in Albanian (1555) up till 1944.

In 1973, 800 new titles were published in Albania.
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Editions of books in 1979, .as against the pre-war level,

increased about 60 fold. In other words, against 183,000

books published in 1938, in 1979 their number increased

to 11,000,000, or more than 4 books per inhabitant, which is

higher than the world average level.

As against the year 1938, the circulation of newspapers

in 1979 increased over 17 fold, that of. magazines, reviews

and other publications 8 fold.
.

Radical transformations have also taken place m the con-

tent of publications. With their comprehensive character they

are in a position to meet the needs of the working people

of all categories and all ages. The book- is not, as it was m
the past, a means of profit-making far the printers and pub-

lishers, but a powerful instrument to raise the level ol

education and culture of the working masses.

Immediately after the liberation of the country, the pub-

lication of political and ideological works was considered a

maior task. At present the Albanian, reader has translations

of the main works of Marx snd Engels, as well as the Com-

plete Works of Lenin and Stalin. In 1969, the -History of

the Party of Labour of Albania* was published, followed by

-the Works of Comrade Enver Hoxha in Albanian and his

Selected Works in many foreign languages among which

imperialism and the Revolution*, -Yugoslav Self-administra-

tion' _ a Capitalist Theory and Practice*, -Reflections on

China* (in two volumes), -With Stalin* (memoirs), -Eurocom-

munism is Anti-Communism*, -The Khrushchevites*, etc.

Among historical publications, whose aim is to throw

light on the glorious past of the Albanian people, there are

works of capital importance, such as the -History ot Al-

bania*, the -History of the Albanian Literature* as well as

other important studies on particular periods of the history oi

the Albanian people and mainly the glorious epoch of Skan-

derbeg. Besides, scores of books on eminent figures of our

history or reminiscences of participants in the great epic oi

the National Liberation War have been published.

The publication of Albanian and foreign literary works

has followed up the general increase of publications. The

column -literature* in the Albanian book catalogues com-

prises titles with a total circulation of millions of copies.

The Albanian reader is keenly interested m world pro-

gressive literature too. Today. Homer and Aeschylus Dante

and Shakespeare, Cervantes and Goethe, Shaw and Dreiser,
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Heine and Byron, Balzac and Tolstoy, Gorky and Mayakovsky,

Lu Hsun, Jack London and Whitman, Ibsen and Chekhov,

Nexo and Brecht, Fadeyev and Pratolini as well as a great

number of contemporary revolutionary writers from the

countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America and Austra-

lia, are read in their Albanian translations. Ever greater

efforts are being made to create a picture of the present-day

world through the books of authors enjoying the sympathy

of the masses of the people.

The volume of translations is considerable, covering many
countries and writers, because through its best writers eacn

country, big or small, expresses it own individuality, its own
national values.

Great work has been done to spread the book among
the large masses of the people. At present, there are more

than 40 state libraries in the various districts of the country,

with their funds exceeding 120 times that of the year 1938.

Without counting thousands, of personal libraries, there exist

also 3,000 libraries in work places, institutions, agricultural

cooperatives and schools. Besides, in order to meet the needs

of the readers for books which are more difficult to find

libraries maintain regular links among themselves and borrow

books from each other. This is a current practice especially

for the technical and scientific books or for those in foreign

languages,

During these last years the network of bookshops has

been greatly extended. Today, they number more than 250,

half of which in the countryside. Even the remotest mountain

zones have their bookshops. — ,
Besides the workers of libraries and bookshops the Writ-

ers and Artists' League of Albania and its branches in various

districts, the mass organizations and the readers in general

do a great work for the spread of the book. Thus, in order

to inform the reader about new books, book reports are

published and literary sessions and meetings with writers

and book traders are organized periodically.

All these achievements show that Albania, once the coun-

try of illiteracy where the book was considered a rarity,

today is among the advanced countries in regard to the

publication ' and distribution of books.

2@ - l» A
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The theatre

Areheological excavations made in Albania unearthed a

number of buildings of public performances. A very beautiful

theatre is preserved in the ancient city of Butrmt. With its

19 rows of places, its orchestra and stage, it constitutes an

architectural monument of admirable beauty on the hill-slope

on which dt is situated. The small theatre discovered in the town

of Oriehon is also situated on a hill-slope. Theatrical perfor-

mances and gladiator fights were organized in these theatres.

The theatre discovered in Apollonia is of a different type.

It has an open stage for musical performances. Remains ot

another ancient theatre have been found in the Illyrian city

of Bylis.

There is ample evidence that there was a vigorous

theatrical life as early as the 4th century before our era m
the territory of present day Albania.

Plays on a given subject, complete with characters, cos-

tumes, monologues or dialogues and mimics are common m
the Albanian folklore, too. Some of these plays, according

to all appearances, must be very old. Such is, for example,

the play called VThe Distribution of Lambs (in the Northern

Highlands) which is based on a phallic cult, as practised

in the villages of ancient Greece as early as the -6th century

before our era, during the festivities organized in the honour

of Dionysius, the god of wine. From the 15th century plays

became part of the life of the Albanian people who repre-

sented in them their victories over the enemy.

During the Ottoman domination, no mention can be

made of theatrical life. However, from the year 1874 an

amateur movement began to develop, and it played a very

important role in the revival of the national spirit, m deepen-

ing the love for the Homeland, and in raising the masses ot

the people in war against the foreign enemy for national

and social emancipation. This movement underwent a great

development in Korea, especially during the 30 s as well

as in other cities - Shkodra, Vlora. Gjirokastra, Elbasan, Ti-

17cLH.cl etc

The amateur theatre has played a particularly great role

during the war for national liberation. In these stormy years,

in city quarters, in the villages, in the units of the national

liberation army, even in the prisons the freedom fighters
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carried out a broad legal and underground theatrical activity.

The performances given by the partisans, who kept the script

in one hand and the rifle in the other, were of great assistance
to the political education and mobilization of the masses in

the struggle for the liberation of the country. On this basis,

in the days of the historic Congress of Permet, when the
people's power was growing ever stronger, the amateur ac-
tors of partisan units, celebrating this event, created their
permanent theatrical troupe, the first nucleus of the People's
Theatre.

The partisans brought a new element to the theatre — the
man of the people, a hero until then neglected, oppressed and
scorned, who, taking up arms and growing aware of his
strength was now becoming the master of his own .destiny.

The people's theatre, which was born neither in the
limelights of luxurious theatres, nor as the product of a
given school or method,' but was the direct continuation of
the partisan theatre, illustrates and presents with great truth-
fulness this epoch of the healthy storm of the revolution. It

brought to the stage a hero embodying the best qualities
of a people who had freed themselves and become conscious
of their own strength. The new Albanian theatre exalted the
heroic work of the people. Like the partisan theatre, which
enflamed the hearts of the fighters and the whole people
after the battles waged against the enemy, the contemporary
Albanian theatre is the tribune of a dialogue with the working
people, a vast amphitheatre breathing the revolutionary spirit
of the time. Drawing its inspiration from active life, from
the live work of socialist construction, building its characters
ever closer to the Albanian reality, the Albanian theatre has
acquired new features both in content and form, becoming
ever more accessible to and comprehensible for the masses,
more democratic and of a more distinctly national character.

The repertoire of the Albanian theatre is mainly made
up of works of Albanian contemporary playwrights, dealing
with past and present problems of the Albanian people.

In the repertoire of the national theatre, a particular place
belongs to the plays devoted to the struggle of the Albanian
people for freedom and. independence. Such plays as «The
Captain of the Brave» by Sulejman Pitarka, «Halili and
Hajria» by Kol Jakova,. «The Seven Shalians» by Ndrek
Luca, and others, recreate the time of the heroic resistance
of the Albanian people to the invasion of the Ottoman hordes.
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V
Our theatre gives an important place, to plays which

^ evoke the glorious epic of the National Liberation War such

v3 aTvThe Prefect by Besim Levonja, .The General of the

^ead Army-, a theatrical adaptation by Piro Mam of the

novel Tthe same title by I. Kadare <<The ^Sherman's

.5 Family- by Sulejman Pitarka, «Dom Gjoni- by Kol Ja-

"H
k°Va

Several Albanian plays tackle problems connected with

v

1 the great social transformations and the popular revolution,

' > the land reform, the great socialist nationalizations etc

"H Worth mentioning among others is the play -Our Land* by

j Kol Jakova. These plays centre on the dramatic ^ntots

3 arising from the antagonistic contradictions of the Albanian

S reality existing in Albania at that time. Family conflicts are

subordinated to social conflicts, and plots develop through
V

political decay of the feudal-bourgeois society and its

final liquidation.
jT . , . ,

An important place belongs to the plays which take

their subject from the work for the futher revolutiomza-

tipn of the whole life of the country. The great social

transformations, accompanied by transformations m the cha-

racter of man, gave a new impulse to Albanian drama.

Predominant in the plays of this period; is the positive hero

who is not an invention of the playwrights, but the product

of the socialist reality of this revolutionary period The

struggle for the emancipation of woman has brought to tne

fore the figure of woman. The characters of young women

in the plays-^THe. Highland--G^^^
-Suiler m "the Dow^byFadil KraJaT^nT^tters, lighting

with courage for the triumph of the new,-Eor thenv nghte

Tre drawn very truthfully. yAo^^AU^M
Along with other problems /f the theatre of th£» re

'cent years, the description of /the relations between the^
individual and the collective /occupies an important place.

Many plays underline the roVe of the masses in the educa-

tion and transformation of inan, of the individual, whose

existence as such is not negated, but on the contrary, is

held in high esteem as far as his activity responds to the

interests of the collective, society. The plays .The Second

Face- by Dritero Agolli, -The Men of the Rock- by Kadn

Piro .The Lady of the Town- by Ruzhdi Pulaha, and more

others, along with major social problems, also treat problems
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of the relations and contradictions emerging in the course

of daily life and show the way to overcome them. The

introduction of this new element into the Albanian drama

is determined by the great role of the collective in society.

'

The plays of Albanian playwrights, classical or contem-

^

porary, put on the stages of our country, testify to the > Q
~

increased creative capacity of actors, producers and decora-
j>

j|

tors. The fact that major works of the world theatre such.^-y
^

as .Othello-, .Hamlet-, <<King Lear- by Shakespeare, .Love *
rA t>

and Intrigue- by Schiller, .The Auditor- by Gogol, .The XI^
Noble Bourgeois-, .The Miser-, .Tartuff- by Moliere, .The ISA
enemies- by Gorki, .Beyond the Horison- and .The Bells of/yvrA
the Kremlin- by Pogodin, .Arturo Ui- by Brecht, etc. were pu*/^>^
on stage, is a great success for the Albanian dramaturgy.

J k

With the spirit which animates it, the Albanian theatre! J\^J
serves the political and aesthetical education of the broad

working masses.
.

In the years after Liberation a number of professional

theatrical troops, besides the People's Theatre, have been

set up all over the country.

Parallel with this, in work places, villages, schools, army

units etc. thousands of amateur artistic groups have been

created. They perform regularly before the public especially

during theatrical olympiads or other artistic manifestations.

The cinematography

In 1947 a group of Albanian film-makers shot the first

Albanian chronicle film, at a time when other countries

had years of experience in this field. Thus, the art of film-

making, the youngest of the seven arts, began in Albania

on virgin soil. Experienced and skilled cadres were lack-

ing, there were only some primitive makeshift appliances.

The films made during the period after Liberation bear

the imprint of the new reality of the Albanian life, of the

march of the country on the road of the construction of the

new socialist society; they are, at the same time, a biography

of the .New Albania- Film-studio itself.

Hundreds of documentary and chronicle films illustrate

the first mass actions organized to heal the wounds of the

war, or the selfless work of the people for the industriali-

zation of the country, the development of the economy and
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culture. Film-making developed in quality and its ideological

and artistic level was constantly raised in the process.

The «New Albania^ Film-studio, with- a number of

laboratories and the related equipment, was set up in 1952.

After a time the first full-length films were made relying

on our own forces and means, among them : «Tana», «Debatik»,

and others, which were shown with great success.

After the 60's, especially in the more recent years, the

Albanian cinematography has increased its production^ of

documentaries and news-reels. The documentaries «The Dance
of the Eagles», <^Sword in Hand», «The City of a Thousand
Windows^, «In the Service of Public Health», ^Oil-well 542»,

<<Migjeni», «Gjirokastra», «With our Fishermen^, «A Significant

Silence»- and many more, are works of great ideological and
artistic value, highly appreciated by both the Albanian and
foreign spectators.

The art of film-making has reached higher peaks, has
become more mature from the ideological and aesthetic point

of view. The number of good films, which make a great

contribution to the enrichment of the national artistic trea-

sury, has increased. Films like «A Special Mission^, «The
Commissar of the Light», ^Triumph over Death», «Our Land,

«The First Years», «Open Horizons^, «The Eighth in Bronze»,
«Gld Wounds, «White Lines», «On the Threshold of Summer^,
^Narrow Streets Thirsting for Lights, «The Highland Girl»,

«The Guerrilla Unit», «Traces», ^Poppies on the Wall», «Ge-
neral Gramophone», <^Girls with the Red Riibbon», etc. have
met with a warm reception in the country and abroad.

Film production in Albania has increased fivefold in

comparison with the beginning of the 60's. The Albanian
cinematography has shown itself in a position to produce
films of world standards, which have won prizes at interna-

tional film festivals.

In the last ten years the Albanian cinematography has
developed different genres of the art: films for children,

including cartoons and animated cartoons, feature films, po-

pular scientific films, etc. The laboratories of the «New Al-

bania» Film-studio have been modernized.

As a genre of popular art, the Albanian film is strongly

based on the principles of socialist realism and Marxist-Leninist

esthetics. It takes its subjects from the active life of the

people, their struggle for the liberation and defence of their
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country, the conflicts between new concepts and old back-

ward customs, from the struggle for the revolutionary tran-

sformations in the everyday life of the country. The
Albanian films reflect the heroic road traversed by the

Albanian people, their traditions and noble customs, their

desires and aspirations, the historical reality until the

liberation of the country and the reality of the struggle and

work for the construction of socialism. The heroes of the

Albanian films are modest, hardworking people, ordinary wor-

kers and peasants, soldiers, and people's intellectuals.

This has nothing in common with degenerate erotism,

the cult of murder and violence, which are so widespread

in the decadent Western and revisionist cinematography. In

Albania all paths are blocked to degeneration and confusion

in social life, and among the youth in particular, to the

development of prostitution and crime.

A large number of film specialists have been trained in

the course of work. Every new film comes out with new
names,, young talents that continue to swell the ranks of

Albanian film-makers.

The film has become a powerful means for the education

and recreation of the masses of working people. Instead of

17 small cinemas which existed before liberation, in the end

of 1975 there were 410 motion-picture houses, autocinemas

and ambulant cinema sets in the cities, villages and produc-

tion centres.

The film has broad perspectives of development in Al-

bania; in 1980 the «New Albania» Film-studio produced 40

documentary films, 26 newsreels, 10 animated cartoons and

14 full-length feature films. In the meantime, new sections

for filming, screening, film processing, a new film archive,

all complete with modern technique, have been built.

Revival of the figurative arts

The first national exhibition of the figurative arts was
opened1 in Tirana in 1945, i.e., only one year after the coun-

try's liberation. Twenty-two painters and sculptors partici-

pated with portraits, landscapes, drawings, compositions, all

on a reduced scale. This was the beginning of a series of

annual exhibitions which reflect the development of the fi-

gurative arts as an integral part of the development of the
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new Albanian culture. Since then the number of painters

and sculptors has increased, various genres of the figurative

arts have developed, many large-scale compositions, monu-

mental paintings and sculptural groups have been produced.

Imposing busts and monuments, memorial plaques and statues

have been put up in public squares, gardens and historic

places. Along with national exhibitions, local exhibitions or

exhibitions of works of individual artists are often organized.

As against one exhibition in 1945, scores of exhibitions are

organized every year in the cities and even in the agricultural

cooperatives. As against 22 artists exhibiting their works in

1945, the names of hundreds of professional and amateur

artists figure in the national exhibition today. Exhibitions

of works of Albanian painters and sculptors have also been

opened in many foreign countries, arousing the interest and

admiration of the visitors with the militant spirit of their

works as well as with their healthy content and artistic

realism.

These achievements speak clearly of the development and

revival of the arts in our country. As is known, under Ot-

toman domination, islamic religion prohibited the expression

of the human figure in painting whereas Christian orthodox

rules prohibited its expression in sculpture. The figurative

arts completely declined in the long period of the Middle

Ages. Under the regime of King Zog, the arts were neither

encouraged nor supported. In the years of the people's power,

however, all the conditions have been created for the broadest

possible development of the figurative arts.

In Albania today there are quite a few painters who
have given proof of their outstanding creative abilities. Be-

sides them, an army of amateur artists make their contribu-

tion to the new socialist art, to the revolutionary education

of the working masses and the formation of the new man.

The main concern of the artists is to reflect the many aspects

of the socialist reality, like the other kinds of art do.

During the first decades since 1944 great efforts were

made to capture and reproduce the heroic spirit of the

socialist life in general and of the new man in particular.

This element is evident in a good number of paintings,

«The Proclamation of the Republic* (by F. Haxhiu), ^Assembly

Workers* (Sh. Hysa), «Our Land* (Z. Shoshi), «The Land

Reform* <G. Madhi), etc. The heroic character of the time is

revealed in the realistic portraits of heroes or in compositions
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illustrating the selfless work and efforts of the sons and

daughters of the people. The way they choose their subjects

and the creative manner in which they treat them enable the

artists to reproduce the characteristic Albanian way of think-

ing, the characteristic Albanian world, in all its national

colouring. ;

The Albanian painters draw inspiration from life, from

the work and of the working class of Albania. Large-

size paintings of a monumental character portray the typical

worker in typical moments of life and work at the plant

or factory. This type of painting reached its maturity in the

50's. Though fewer in numbers and not always successful

artistically, the works of this period have their value in the

fact that they reflect the growing interest of the artists in

active life and their adoption of the method of socialist

realism. The ambition to create works illustrating the life

and action of the great working masses is one of the posi-

tive tendencies of the 50's.

In the 60's the figure of the worker is treated more

extensively and more thoroughly. Advancing with the years,

the artists achieve a greater degree of ideological and politica]

insight into the phenomena of reality. The theme of the

working class is treated with greater variety and vi-

tality. The painting which has the worker as its main

figure develops along several lines. In the beginning the por-

trait of the worker is predominant. Later, in the second

half of the 60's, the figure of the worker is represented in

close connection with the environment. This figure, However,

is represented more completely - in larger compositions,

which begin to predominate in this genre. Its development

in the 60's is due to the close links of the painters with life,

to their richer experience of the active life for the socialist

transformation of the country, and their higher degree of

ideological maturity and professional skill.

In the recent times among the Albanian painters pre-

dominates the tendency to the treatment of the theme of

the working class on a monumental scale, realized in terse

artistic language.

The new socialist life in the village occupies an im-

portant place in Albanian painting. From the 50's this theme

has been treated with ever new methods, according to each

phase of the historical development of the country. The

great revolutionary transformations in the countryside have.
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become a source of inspiration for the painters, who concentrate

on the portraying of the positive figure of the peasant. But
it is only in the 60's that the rural theme in painting gains

new depth accompanied with a rise of its ideological and

artistic level. The painters try to bring into relief the new
which the socialist transformation of the countryside has

brought about in the peasant's life in general, in his daily

work and inner world; they emphasize the growing role of

the ordinary man as an active participant in the construc-

tion of the
*new life. After 1966 the rural theme in painting

finds its vivid material in the mass labour actions. Depending
on the individuality of each artist, the stress is put on this

or that distinguishing feature of the new socialist man.
The Albanian sculpture today is in a certain sense, a

continuation of the best traditions of the past, developed

in and enriched with the spirit of patriotism and the popular

character of the new times.

Qualitative changes appear in the new interpretation of

phenomena by the sculptors whose activity begins in the

period before the liberation of the country. People's Artist,

Odhise Paskali has created a number of busts in which the

search for the Albanian type is a predominant feature of

his art. In the bust of People's Hero Vojo Kushi the courage
and fearlessness of the staunch fighter for the revolution is

embodied. Janaq Paco also departs from the established

classical norms in presenting the inner world of the commu-
nist fighter Qemal Stafa.

Albanian sculpture is acquiring ever new features, which
manifest themselves not only in its growing interest in actual,

problems, but also in its rising skill of artistic execution, its

healthy spirit of innovation which every day adds to the

old tradition. The tendency today is towards increasing di-

versity of forms and means, and individuality of styles. The
creative activity of the Albanian sculptors shows that socialist

realism, as a method, enables them to enrich their means
of expression.

The Albanian sculpture today has acquired a new di-

mension in the realistic reflection of life and the revolution

in the conditions of our country, -which is the essence of

the movement for innovation in the Albanian arts. This new
background engenders new forms of artistic expression. Orig-

inal composition, plasticity and clarity of forms, dynamism,
as well as a marked tendency towards the monumental, as
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dictated by the very nature of the ideas and emotional world

which it reproduces,- are the main features of this new ten-

dency in sculpture.

The striving to represent the reality in its wide diver-

sity has added to the freshness, vividness and truthfulness

of Albanian sculpture. The attraction by themes from actual

life is seen in the development of major genres, in the crea-

tion of a considerable number of monumental sculptural

groups.

Decadent currents and different «isms» in vogue in

many countries of the world are alien to. the Albanian

artists.

Development of music

The nature of the Albanian music is optimistic. It can

draw on the r*ich treasury of the folk music to sing to the

joy of life and work, to the glory of the battles won, to the

present and the future. The Albanian folk artist has im-

mortalized the memory <of his heroes fallen in battle in all

kind of melodies and songs. Nevertheless, the anti-popular

regimes of the past, neglectful of the culture, of our people

in general, were an impediment to all progress, so much so

that outstanding figures of Albanian music, the brilliant so-

prano Tefta Tashko, the outstanding tenor Kristaq Antoniu

and others were forced to develop their talents abroad.

Albanian musical iart proper was born in the mountains

as a call for national liberation. To the melodies and songs

that the partisan fighters brought with them from the moun-
tains were added the melodies and1 songs of the new life,

the songs of the joy of work. New talents emerged, the

ranks of composers increased. Besides songs, romances, rhap-

sodies and ballads, the repertoires of our musical groups and

orchestras 'were enriched with oratorios, musical tableaus

and other major genres, which brought a new element, to

the Albanian musical world. In this manner, the Albanian

operetta, opera and ballet came into being. Overtures, con-

certos for piano, violin, flute, etc., chamber music, suites

and symphonies are now performed in concert halls all over

Albania.

One of the major works of Albanian music was the

operetta «Agimi» by Kristo Kono, who also wrote the vocal-

symphonic poem «The Martyrs of Borova». Later came the
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oratorios by Kostandin Trako, the first symphony by Cesk

Zadeja, etc.

The first Albanian opera, «Mrika» by Preng Jakova,

was put on stage in 1954. It was followed by «The Springs

by Tish Daija, «The Flower of Memory^ by Kristo Kono, <<The

Heroines^ by Vangjo Nova, and others. In 1963 the Albanian

public were given the first national ballet, «Halili and Hajria»

by Tish Daija. Later, the ballets «Delirta» by Cesk Zadeja,

«The Partisan^ by Kozma Lara, «The Highland Girl» by
Nikolla Zaraqi, «The Fisherman's Family» by Tish Daija, etc.,

were produced.
In 1968, on the 500th anniversary of the death of the

National Hero, Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, the operas «Skan-

derbeg» by Preng Jakova and «From the Mists» fc>y Pjeter

Gaci were produced.
The musical life of the coufntry has been enriched with

thousands of songs which are sung all over the country, with

a number of operas, operettas, musical comedies, etc., as well

as with musical plays for children. To all this should be

added the ballets and concerts of the May Decade, song fes-

tivals and the frequent symphonic concerts.

One can say without hesitation that today the Albanians

have their own music, not only because musical works have

their libretos and words in Albanian, but also, and above

all, because they have a deeply Albanian character, develop

according to the great laws of the true proletarian art, and

the method of socialist realism.

The radio and television

After the establishment of the people's power the radio

underwent great development. The number of broad-

casting stations increased beyond comparison with the period

before liberation. The main iladio station is Radio Tirana.

The total power of the Albanian radio stations is about 650

times as great as that of the period before the War. The

Albanian television, with its centre in Tirana, is modernly

equipped and together with the radio stations of the coun-

try, constitutes the material base for carrying out the cul-

tural and political-ideological propaganda of the Party. They
make the voice of the Albanian people heard all over the

world.

With the complete electrification of the country almost
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every Albanian family can listen to the radio and watch TV

programs, through which the broad masses of working peo-

ple are educated with the Marxist-Leninist spirit of the

Party, are tempered ideologically and politically and given

the possibility to broaden the horizons of their knowledge.

The number of radio and TV sets has increased incalculably

in comparison with the recent past.

The many and diversified radio and TV programs are

suited to a vast auditorium, to all categories of people,

ages, and professions. There are broadcasts for workers, coo-

perativists, students, women, young people and little chil-

dren. About 30-40 per cent of the broadcasts of Radio Tirana

and the Albanian television are devoted to spoken programs.

Information occupies the greatest part of radio programs. Short

condensed information, full of figures and facts, chronicles,

reports and interviews, telephone conversations and corres-

pondence, all this has introduced into every house the every-

day life of the country in all its diversity, along with the

word of the Party addressed to the working masses.

Part of the programs of the radio and television is sett

aside for talks of an ideological character, which contribute

to the education of the masses with the M'arxisVLeninist

ideology, the uprooting of the hangovers of the reactionary

ideology of the overthrown classes and alien influences to

socialism, the discarding of retrogressive mouldy customs

and rites, the tempering of the new man.
Numerous broadcasts addressed to the peasants and the

townspeople illustrate the successes achieved in the. work

-for the socialist construction in the country. Through these

programs the radio and television propagate advanced ex-

perience, the innovations and rationalizations made by the

advanced ^workers, the recent discoveries in science and

technology, the major contribution made to the development

of the people's economy.

Through the radio and television programs the working

people follow the development of the arts, literature and

cinema, gain a better knowledge of the works of the best

progressive writers arid artists of the world.

Musical programs also occupy an important place in the

radio and television broadcasts. They make people acquainted

with folk music and the works of our composers. Part of the

programs is devoted to operas, fragments of classical or con-

temporary music by foreign composers.
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The protagonists of the programs of the radio and te-
levision are mainly working people, who,- through these
powerful means of communication, show their successes,
exchange their experience, express their opinions about the
problems which preoccupy them. The spoken programs, to
mention only .them, call before 'the microphone? or the TV
camera tens of hundreds of workers and intellectuals. In
this manned, the radio and television have .become a real
school, a tribune from which the Marxist-Leninist ideology,
the technical, scientific, cultural and artistic thought is spread
all over the .country.

Radio Tirana broadcasts 80 hours regular programs in
19 languages for foreign listeners each day. Many of these
programs are intended to acquaint the foreign listener with
/Albania, with the historical past of the Albanian people,
with their struggle against their many enemies for their
national and social liberation, their experience of the con-
struction of socialism, their achievements in industry, agri-
culture, education and culture, as well as in all the other
{fields of everyday life.

f
Parti ,of the programs is devoted to

news and commentaries on international events, which analyse
jthe international situation in the Marxist-Leninist spirit,
point out the stand of socialist Albania towards international
events, expose the aggressive policy of the superpowers and
other reactionary forces, lay bare the main contradictions
of our epoch, illustrate land encourage the class struggle of
the proletariat and the movement for the national and social
liberation of the oppressed peoples and countries.

Culture — the patrimony of the entire people

The cultural institutions in pre-liberated Albania could
be counted on the fingers of one hand. The whole country
could boast only a few cinemas, two museums and 5 public
libraries. The theatre, the opera, the circus, the variety
theatre, the house or hearth of culture, etc were unknown.
And

. even those few existing cultural institutions were fre-
quented only by a handful of people.

After the establishment of the people's state power a
broad and unified system of cultural and artistic institutions
was set up. During this period the first professional artistic
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institutions — the drama theatre, the puppet theatre, the opera
troupe, several circuses, variety show theatres, etc. were
set up. In 1979 the country had 26 professional theatre trou-

pes, 1,900 museums, museum-houses or rooms, 1,751 of which
in the countryside. Of 5 public libraries with 13,000 books
the country had in 1938, in 1979 their number increased to

47 with 3,700,000 books. At its present stage of development
Albania has one cultural-artistic institution for every 600

inhabitants.

More important still is the fact that favourable condi-

tions have been created for the masses to pursue various

cultural and artistic activities. The number of books in li-

braries has increased over 100 times against the pre-war
period, without including here the many libraries of produc-
tion centres, schools and other institutions which are open to

everyone. Services in them are free of charge.
The cultural artistic institutions, including the Opera

and Ballet Theatre, organize tours, not only in towns but
also in the countryside, in different work places, construction
sites, army units, hospitals, schools, etc.

In order to enable all the working people to "participate

in the cultural life of the country, ticket charges for cultural

artistic performances are very low. In this case, too, the
state defrays most of the expenditure for the development
of art and culture. Cinema tickets cost 1.5 or 2 leks, and for

organized groups only 0.5 leks; tickets for professional artis-

tic performances, including those of the Opera and Ballet

Theatre, cost from 2 to 3 leks. ^

The Albanian working people are not only spectators,

but also creators of art and culture. It is only after Libera-
tion that a new type of cultural institution — the palace
of culture, the cultural club, the house and hearth of cul-

ture, began to carry out its political and cultural activity

among the masses of working people. In 1973 there were
2,000 houses and hearths of culture, without speaking of

the thousands of «red-stands» set up at work places all

over the country.
This extensive development of cultural and educational

institutions speaks of the great work done for the ideological

anld cultural revolution. In these institutions the working
people read, listen to concerts, conferences and discussions,
work in literary or artistic circles, visit exhibitions, in
general spend their leisure time in a cultured manner. There
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are special instructors attached to the above-mentioned insti-

tutions.

Education of children and cultivation of new talents are

the main concern of young pioneers' palaces and houses, com-
prising various sections and circles, sports grounds, cinemas,

etc. All the schools of the country also run various circles of

young talents.

Economic enterprises and cultural institutions in town
and countryside, schools and army units have an organized
system for the study of Marxism-Leninism and for the pro-
pagation of innovations and inventions, for the dissemination
of scientific ideas, as well as circles dealing with problems
of hygiene and health protection.

The popular character of culture in the People's So-
cialist Republic of Albania is also manifested in its profound-
ly revolutionary ideological content and spirit which, reflect

the interests and aspirations of the broad masses, their efforts

for the construction of a new life. All artistic activities are

pervaded by the strong revolutionary feelings of the masses.

The popular character of our art is also reflected in the

composition of the large army of Albanian artists. They are

the sons and daughters of the people, workers and peasants,

for whom the people's power has created all the possibilities

to jdevelop their talent. Therefore, they spare nothing to serve

the people.

The ideal of a life of luxury and isolation from the

masses of the people is alien to the Albanian artists. They
are one with the masses, live and work with them. Like all

our people's intelligentsia, they take direct part in productive

work in order to be able to know better all aspects of life,

the difficulties of the masses of working people, in order to

link themselves better with the masses and to inspire them-
selves from their heroic spirit. From time to time Albanian
writers and artists leave their studios and ateliers and go

to work and live in the countryside, at construction sites

and industrial centres where they find the material for

their realistic works.
For the discovery and encouragement of new talents,

artistic festivals and «decades», competitions of amateur
groups of enterprises, schools, army units, agricultural coope-

ratives, etc. are organized by the state on a national or local

scale.

People of the different branches of literature, the fine
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arts and music, participate in the discussion of their works
by the broad masses. Frequently, after a performance, thea-
tres become places of heated discussion of the work which
has just been put on stage. Public meetings with the par-
ticipation of the authors are organized to discuss new li-
terary works.

Thanks to these achievements the arts and culture in
the People s Socialist Republic of Albania have become a
real patrimony of the broad masses of the people. Today
they serve the ideological and aesthetic education of the
masses and contribute directly to the construction of social-
ism m Albania.

The road of Albanian science

.

In the centuries the Albanian people have defended
their native land and their national dignity not only by
the force of their arms but also by the vitality of their cul-
ture and knowledge. From among their ranks have emergedmany unnamed talents, creators of monumental works of
architecture and painting, of magnificent rhapsodies which
nave deiied the centuries, eminent men who belong to both
the national and world history — statesmen, generals and
humanists of world stature. However, the activity of our
men of letters in the past never went beyond the limits of
individual initiatives, despite their love of the language folk-
lore, literature and history of their people. The feudal-bour-
geois regime of Zog, which tried to foil all progressive ini-
tiative, abandoned all the fundamental problems of our na-
tional life and culture to foreign students and scientists.
Therefore, before the liberation of the country/the dream of
the Albanian patriots to see their country with an academy,
university, scientific research institutions, remained a Utopia.

The triumph of the people's revolution paved the way
for the Albanian people to develop their culture, to extend
their knowledge, to make progress. In the conditions of the
dictatorship of the proletariat the creative forces of the
talented Albanian people were given, for the first time in
their history, all the possibilities of development.

The socialist regime cannot be conceived without a cul-
ture, education and science of its own, because it is the most

30 - 117 A
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advanced order, founded on the knowledge and implemen-

tation of the laws of nature and society for the well-being

of the people. Therefore, the very first steps taken after

Liberation were accompanied with important measures for

the development of science at rates unknown in the past

history of Albania and of many countries which boast great

traditions in the field of science.

Under the people's power, all the branches of the Al-

banian economy have developed at rapid rates. The Albanian

economy relies on the achievements of modern science and
technology and introduces them into production and other

economic activities. Assessing the great role and importance

of science for the development of the economy and culture,

the Party of Labour of Albania and the people's power en-

courage scientific-research activities, taking organizational,,

technical and material measures for the training of the

cadres necessary for the development of research work,

which will enable Albanian scientific thought to reach new
heights. Science, from the concern of a narrow circle of

people, has been transformed into a broad, organized and
planned activity of the state. Today it is carried on by
many institutes in the centre and in the districts, by scien-

tific groups and councils, technical and technological bureaus,

the chairs of the higher schools and the institutions under

the Academy of Sciences. i

The broad masses of working people participate exten-

sively in the scientific life of the country. With their activity

they help the extension of 'scientific work in the great pro-

duction centres. They carry out thousands of experi-

ments in agriculture, work in scores of technical and tech-

nological bureaus set up in all production centres, are active

in experimental schools, scientific circles and associations,

where they learn new things and sum up what they have

learned.

In recent years, and especially after the founding of the

Academy of Sciences of the PSR of Albania, many con-

ferences, sessions and congresses on scientific problems have

been organized with the participation of many foreign scholars.
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The Academy of Sciences of the PSR of Albania

Relying on the work done in the course of more than a
quarter of a century for the consolidation of socialist culture,
the 2nd Plenum of the CC of the Party of Labour of Albania
held on June 20, 1972, adopted the decision on the creation
of the Academy of Sciences of the People's Socialist Republic
of Albania, which was sanctioned by decree of the Presidium
of the People's Assembly of October 10, 1972. This date
marks the founding of the Academy.

The first session of the Aissembly of the Academy of
Sciences of the People's Republic of Albania was held on
January 25, 1973. The founding of this institution is the
result of the all-round material and spiritual development
of the country, as well as a necessity dictated by the great
tasks set by the construction of socialism at that stage and
by the brilliant perspectives opened to our country in the
future. Albania has already embarked on the road of in-
tensive socialist development, which calls for most rational
utilization of material and human resources, higher produc-
tivity of labour and more Cjualified management in all spheres
of socialist activity. The present stage of the economic, and
cultural development of the country makes necessary more
profound and comprehensive studies for a further improve-
ment of the method of direction of scientific work, a better
co-ordination of scientific activities on a national scale, so
that scientific and . technical forces (and means are employed
in a more rational and profitable manner and. the qualifica-
tion of cadres is carried on sounder scientific bases.

Through its leading body and its various sections, the
scientific institutions attached to hY and their special com-
missions, the Academy of Sciences plays an important role
in the solution of. problems connected with the organization
of scientific activities, and, in particular, with their co-ord-
ination on a national scale. The Academy of Sciences of the
People's Socialist Republic of Albania has the primary task
of developing research and study on the scientific criteria
of the Marxist-Leninist methodology in the sciences which
come within the domain of activity of the institutions at-
tached to it, of co-ordinating the scientific research of the
various institutions depending on it, , of submitting to the
competent organs the more important problems of the de-
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velopment of new branches and disciplines of science and
technique, of introducing the new methods into production
and scientific research, as well as studying all questions con-
nected with the training of new scientific cadres. The academy
ensures the co-ordination of the work of all the institutions

attached to it, as well as of all the other scientific institutions

depending on the ministries.

The Academy of Sciences directs the work of a number
of scientific research centres, such as the Institute of History,
the' Institute of Philology and 'Literature, the Institute of
Popular Culture, the Institute of Economic Studies, the Institu-
te of 'Nuclear Physics, the Institute of .Hydrometeorology, the
Computer Centre, the Hydraulic Laboratory and the Seismolog-
ical Centre. Other institutions, serving the further development
of the economy and culture, will be set up in the future.

Their activities will cover general theoretical problems, as

well as the applied sciences. The Assembly of the Academy
of Sciences has three large sections: social sciences, natural
sciences, and technical sciences, which cover all the disci-

plines and studies.

The Academy of Sciences of the People's Socialist Re-
public of Albania, either on its own or in co-ordination with
the University of Tirana and other scientific and educational

institutions, organizes national conferences and congresses,

frequently with the participation of foreign guests.

All the scientific activity of the Academy of Sciences of

the People's Socialist Republic of Albania is based on the

Marxist-Leninist world outlook. This is one of the superiori-

ties of science in our socialist order, which enables it always
to find its bearings in the labyrinth of the unknown, of

making correct interpretations of facts and phenomena, of

drawing correct theoretical and /practical conclusions, while

at the same time waging a stern struggle of principle against

idealism, metaphysics and theology, which are the enemies

of genuine science and inhibit progress. The (proletarian party

spirit is a constant feature of Albanian science.

Science in Albania is not and never will be the privilege

of an elite. In the address of the Central Committee of the

Party of Labour of Albania and of the Council of Ministers

of the PSR of Albania to the first meeting of the Assembly
of the Academy of Sciences, it is said among other things:

«The people and science, these two great historical forceps,

which until yesterday were divided and divorced from each
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other, today, in the conditions of socialism, operate together,
multiplying their forces to speed up the process of develop-
ment of society. In our country, scientific thought is ever
more becoming the patrimony of the masses of the people
and enriching their creative activities .»

Scientific activity in Albania is not a question of personal
preference or choice, or the domain of a given group or
collective. It is a very important sphere of state activity,
which develops according to a plan and in the interest of the
state, society and science itself. The social responsibility of
science does not in the least restrict the individual scientific
freedom of the scientist. On the contrary, it illuminates the
road for the man of science, increases the value' of his work
for society, enables hrm to tackle important theoretical and
practical problems of the present and the future.

The progress of Albanian science is not unconnected vith
the development of world science. Though it is a small
country with limited possibilities, Albania is extremely inte-
rested in the new acquisitions of world progressive science,
and tries to appropriate rapidly and with effectiveness the
achievements of modern science and technique. This is one
of the important tasks of the Academy of Sciences.

The Academy of Sciences represents Albania in the in-
ternational arena, making its voice heard in scientific as- -

sociations and congresses abroad. The links of Albanian
science with worM science do not develop in one way only.
Albanian science also contributes to world science by pu-
blishing the results it has achieved; it has its say in the
field of scientific research, especially in those sciences which
are more immediately linked with the specific problems of
Albania.

Towards the brilliant peaks of science

In the course of the years under the people's power
Albanian scientific thought has made great strides ahead.
Freed from spontaneity and subjectivism, the new Albanian
science has orientated itself towards the fundamental pro-
blems of economic and cultural development, towards the
bolder perspectives which are opened by the new socialist

order. Here finds its embodiment the Marxist-Leninist con-
cept of the social role of knowledge and science as a means
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to study and transform the reality. The results achieved
in the natural and technical sciences, the activities carried

out in this field enable a better utilization of the natural
assets of the country, its mineral ores, its water resources,

its useful plants,, etc. in the interest of the development of
the economy. Intensive work is being done to resolve many
important scientific questions connected with the different

sectors of the socialist economy, agriculture, construction,
industry, health service, defence, etc. for designing and build-
ing complex hydro-electric plarits of world standards, for

discovering and mining the riches of the subsoil, for con-
structing farming machinery, industrial equipment, etc.

Many studies are of special theoretical and practical
interest. Such are, amongst others, the study of the geological
structure and nature of the mineral deposits of the country,

of its hydro- electric resources, of the productivity of field

crops, of the. improvement of breeds of livestock, etc. The
new Albanian science makes its contribution to the continuous
modernization and mechanization of the processes of produc-
tion, the construction of new technological lines and new
plants relying on the internal material and human resources.

The Institute of Hydrometeorology, by improving the
quality of observations and their interpretation, has largely

met the urgent' demands of the economy with useful data
connected with the construction of the projects of the five-

year plans ; it has carried out a series of studies in the field

of meteorology, hydrology and hydro-chemistry for the as-

sessment of climatic conditions and hydraulic resources of

the country, and for their large-scale utilization in the re-

lated sectors of the people's economy.
The Seismological Centre, besides the recording of seis-

mic phenomena, has compiled the catalogue of earthquakes

of Albania for the period 1800-1970 and completed an in-

teresting study on the seismological map of Albania.

The Institute of Nuclear Physics has applied advanced

biophysical methods in various sectors of production and

research, in collaboration with different institutes and scien-

tific centres of production. The Computer Centre applies with

success new computer methods for the study and solution of

important problems of many branches : in geology, electric

power, construction, agriculture, planning, statistics, mechan-
ical-engineering industry, etc.

In the field of social studies an important place is oc-
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cupied by problems of socialist construction, which are seen

from a broad economic, socio-political, ideological and cultural

angle and in the context of the history of the Albanian

people. *

Our social sciences base themselves on the rich experience

created by the Party of Labour of Albania, which has re-

solved many complex problems of the socialist revolution and

development of the country in a creative manner and on a

Marxist-Leninist scientific basis, making a valuable contribu-

tion to the theory and practice of scientific socialism on an

international plane as well.

In its principled struggle against modern revisionism and

imperialism, the PLA has firmly defended and developed

the Marxist-Leninist theory, making a major contribution

to the treatment of many problems of current world develops

ment, and especially the strategy and tactics of the interna-

tional revolutionary worker movement. The scientific wor-
kers of the research institutes and of the higher schools,

together with a great number of cadres of other sectors, play

a great role in this outstanding work of the Party.

Very positive results have been achieved in the field of

Albanological studies. In the struggle of principle against

distorted, anti-scientific and reactionary views of foreign

scholars, which formerly prevailed in the Albanological stu-

dies, a new AlbanaUogical science, with many branches based

on a scientific materialistic .methodology, has been created

in struggle against all pressure exercised today by the bour-

geois and revisionist science in this field of social -studies.

In the process of its consolidation it has resolved a series

of problems of Albanian material and spiritual culture; thus

becoming an authority in questions of Albanian history, lan-

guage and letters.

The Institute of Language and Literature has published

the ^Orthography of the Albanian Language*, the ^Grammar
of the Allbanian Language*, the ^Dictionary of Current Alba-

nian*, the ^History of the Albanian literature*, etc. «Ortho-

graphy of the Albanian Language*, based on sound scientific

criteria and published for the first time in the history of the

literary Albanian language, has solved at a high scientific

level the problem of the unification of orthography at the

present stage of development of the Albanian language.

One of the great successes of the Institute of History

is the writing of the ^History of Albania* in three volumes.
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The collective of the Institute of Popular Culture is

devoting its 'attention to the study of the major problems
of tradition and innovation in the field of folklore.

Fruitful scientific research work is being carried out
by the Institute of Economic Studies. This Institute studies
important problems of the relations of distribution and re-
distribution of income, of the productivity of agricultural pro-
duction, of the perfecting of the system of prices in the
people's economy, etc. v

The plans of the scientific research institutes of the
Academy of Sciences comprise a series of important problems.
The Institute of Hydrometeorology is working on the «Hy-
drology of Albania^. On the basis of syntheses of the applied
climatology, it is working to finish studies oh the main clim-
atic phenomena. The Seismological Centre has finished the
compilation of the seismological map of Albania on the scale

1:500,000, the study of the iseismicity of the Drin River
basin, and is working for better utilization of seismological
data. The Institute of Nuclear Physics studies a series of

important problems of production in collaboration with the
other institutes which do not depend on the Academy. The
Comupter Centre is dealing with a number of complex prob-
lems of mechanical engineering, geology, construction, elec-

tric power, agriculture,^ forestry, planning, hydrometeorolog-
ical statistics, etc..

The Institute of Economic Studies deals with problems
of distribution, organization and management of the economy
and of the critique of bourgeois and revisionist views and
theories.

The Academy of Sciences promotes scientific work and
strengthens scientific discipline. A broad organized work has
been done for the qualification of cadres and for the deepen-
ing of the line of the masses in scientific work.

The setting up of the Academy of Sciences, the progress
made by Albanian scientific thought and the perspectives
of its development have contributed to the refutation of anti-

popular and reactionary views according to which small
peoples and developing countries cannot bridge the gap
created by their technical and scientific backwardness, and,
therefore, cannot develop without foreign technical and
scientific aid; that they are doomed to live under political,

economic and scientific tutelage of the «great», without which
they cannot make progress.
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The 8th Congress of the PLA set very important tasks to
our science.

The main objective of all the scientific study work is to

\ give the 7th Five-year Plan, the necessary support to ensure
its complete fulfilment. Along with this, an important task
and objective of our, science is to begin- immediately to carry
out studies in regard to the next five-year plan (1986-1990).
Great attention will be paid to the assimilation of contempo-
rary achievements and the study of those sciences which are
applied in the fields of vital importance to us, on which the
rapid progress of the country depends and which strengthen
its complete independence.

The main forces and means will be concentrated on study-
ing our natural assets and, in the first place, in prospecting
for- and the discovery of useful minerals. An important objecti-
ve of the scientific work will be the extension of studies in

f the field of machine building, the perfecting of the technology
of production and the mechanization of the work processes, in
the field of designing and construction of different industrial,
hydro-technical, civic and pther projects. Of special importance
are^ the studies imthe field of agriculture, especially those
which have to' do with the protection, increase and improve-
ment of the land, increase of the genetic capacities of seeds

[
and breeds, the improvement of agro-technique and the pro-
tection of plants and animals.

Because of the conditions of our country we must persist
in application. This is the field on which scientific research
work must be concentrated, first of all.

Importance will also be attached to the fundamental
sciences, which are the theoretical foundation of the applied
sciences and modern technique. The task laid down is that

I, the advanced results and methods of these sciences must be
.

known and mastered in order to put them as fully as possible
l in the service of production.

The 8th Congress of the PLA pointed out that the deepen-
ing of the technical-scientific revolution in all fields has set

great masses of people in motion, has encouraged real

interest in mastering scientific knowledge more thoroughly
and in conducting experiments. The possibilities have now
been created to go over gradually to a wider front of greater
improvement and transformations, which will bring about
more radical changes to the benefit of production, technical
equipment, technological concepts or organizational forms, not
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only in individual workshops and factories, but also in entire
branches. To this end, the active role and' effectiveness of
science must be further increased, and it must not be dev-
eloped only in the scientific-research institutions, but must
be developed and applied extensively in the concrete terrain,
in the plants, the combines, the fields, wherever material
blessings are produced. -

The creation of the Committee of Science and Techno-
logy under the Council of Ministers was an important
measure to ensure better direction: and organization of the
scientific study work.

Chap let seven

PUBLIC HEALTH

The struggle for people's health

The example of Albania shows that only socialism creates
the conditions needed for a radical improvement of the peo-
ple's health. In the past Albania was one of the most backward
countries of Europe in this important field. It is enough to
mention that expenditure for the maintenance of all the
health institutions of the country at the time of King Zog
was almost equal to the pay roll of the King's courtiers.
Expenditure for public health covered only 1 per cent of
the budget, whereas the royal court alone absorbed 3.7 per
cent of it. Medical examination cost from 5 to 10 gold francs,
without speaking of medicines, which cost scores of gold francs.
The workers could not afford such expenses and, therefore,
very rarely went to see a doctor. According to pre-Liberation
statistics the average Albanian underwent a medical examina-
tion once in seven years.

After Liberation the situation changed completely. The
state power never separated the improvement of the well-
being of the masses from the protection and strengthening
of their health, which in the People's Socialist Republic of
Albania is considered an important duty of the state. Nu-
merous health institutions, a vast network of hospitals and
clinics and a whole army of physicians fight on all fronts
for the protection of people's health.

In the years of the people's power, important transformat-
ions have ben made in the public health service, which has
become socialist in content, comprising a whole system for
the protection and strengthening of the health of the people,
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for the development of their physical- and mental energies,
for the increase of their work capability, for the prevention
of diseases, for a longer life expectancy. In socialist Albania,
where exploitation of man by man does not exist, the social

reasons for the existence of a private medical service have
been eliminated. The physician-patient relations are no longer
relations- of exploitation which lead to the enrichment of the
former at the expense -of the latter. Physicians, just like, all

the other working people, are paid by the state. Curing the
sick for personal profit is alien to the physician of our so-

cialist society.

Public health, as it is organized in Albania, has an im-
portant characteristic; it develops according to a plan, which
facilitates its activities. The instituions of public health grow
and develop side by side with the. harmonious development
of the whole country, relying on the constant increase of its

economic potential. The socialist state invests considerable
sums for the setting up of new institutions of public health.

In 1938 the funds for public health totalled 440,000 leks,

or only 1 per cent of the budgetary expenditure of the coun-
try. In comparison with the pre-war level,- now expenditure
for each inhabitant in this field has increased over 100 times.

Hospitals

Year 1938 1950 1960 1970 1978

Number of hospitals 10 69 134 375 763

Number of beds 1000 5300 8600 15100 17000

With the ceaseless increase of the health personnel, Al-
bania today has serveral times more physicians, and dentists
than in the period before Liberation.

Number of physicians

Year 1938 1950 1960 1970 1978 1980

Number of physicians

and dentists 122 149 477 1808 3738 4400

Number of inhabitants

per physician and dentist 8527 8154 3360 1180 687 579
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Not only have health institutions extended all over the

country, but also constant progress has been made in the

specialization and qualification of their services. Before Li-

beration the whole capital had only one specialized service.

Today the situation has changed completely. Clinics of patho-

logy, pediatrics, surgery and psychiatry have been set up in

all the districts of the country. In many districts other

specialized services have also been organized.

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, all health

services, from simple dressing to the most complex operations,

from the ordinary medical examination to long-term treatments,

lasting often for years on end in the sanatoriums or hospitals,

are free of charge. No matter how long the period of hos-

pitalization and how great the expenses incurred, the patient

pays nothing. All expenditure is defrayed by the state. This

aspect of the health service in Albania is evidence of the social-

ist humanism,, which characterizes the people's power, of the

readity of Albania where man is considered the most precious

capital.

All the citizens of the People's Socialist Republic of Alba-

nia are entitled to medical assistance free of charge. The

same applies to the foreign residents, foreign consorts of

Albanian citizens, as well as the foreigners employed at

various institutions, enterprises and organizations, provided

no contrary stipulation exists.

Treatment of patients and the distribution of medicines

are under no restriction whatsoever. The physicians think

rather of how to cure the patient than of the cost of the

treatment. Thus, in certain cases the treatment of patients

has cost the state tens of thousands of leks.

All this stems from the very character of the health

service in Albana. This is an important achievement of

the Albanian people, which speaks of the unprecedented

strengthening of the people's economy. No capitalist country,

however pewerful economically, has or can put into practice

such a humanitarian system, because this would run counter

to the selfish interests of a handful of people. The cost of

medical care and treatment is very high there. As to the

«free of charges medical care in certain bourgeois states, m
fact, it is based on the funds of ^social insurance* created

through the contributions of the workers themselves so it is

not at all gratuitous, on the contrary, it is conditional on a

number of factors.
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Medical care in Albania tends to- be as close to the
people as possible. This is illustrated by the fact that health
institutions function even in the most remote corners of the
country. The network of outpatient clinics and dental clinics
covers air the inhabited centres of the country.

Outpatient clinics

Year 1938 1950 1960

- r-

1970 1978

Total

number of outpatient

clinics 40 362 629 1283 3028

Number of visits in

thousands 159 746 1962 4748 6926

Number of visits

per 10,000 inhabitants 153 614 1206 2223 2695

First medical assistance is given in outpatient clinics.

The clinics of city quarters, complete with sections of

pathology, pediatry^ radiology and minor surgery and injec-

tions, have all the inhabitants of the related quarters under

constant control. On first examination the physician fills the

personal file of the patient, recording the diagnosis and

treatment prescribed. If hospital treatment is needed, the

patient is admitted to the respective hospital ward on the

recommendation of the physician in charge of the case. In

locality centres the hospital carries out both outpatient

and hospital treatment. Protection of workers' health is not

the exclusive concern of health institutions. Many economic

enterprises have their own health centres, in which workers

are given medical aid. Every town and major work centre,

as well as most of the villages have emergency stations work-

ing round the clock.

Physicians are present wherever the life of man is

exposed to danger. In emergency cases they stand ready to

fly on helicopter to remote or isolated places to save people's

lives.
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Extension of the health service to the

Albanian village

The health service in the rural areas of the country was
almost non-existent in the past. For all the villages of the

country, with 90 per cent of the population, there were all

in all 14 outpatient clinics with one nurse each. Malaria,

tuberculosis, syphilis, trachoma, etc. took a heavy toll of the

rural population. The peasants of the remote zones never saw
a doctor in their life.

Immediately after Liberation, the people's power made
every effort to improve the health service in the countryside,

by ensuring medical care free of charge for the peasantry

and setting up health institutions as close to the peasants'

homes as possible.

In these years of the people's power, the number of health

institutions has increased more than 20 times. Every united

village today has one health centre, including an outpatient
clinic, a maternity home, a dentist's clonic, or a rural hospital.

Every village has an outpatient clinic, with a mother and
child consultant section, and one or more creches.

Prophylaxy — a fundamental characteristic of

the health service in Albania

It is easier to prevent than to cure. Therefore, prophy-
laxy, prevention of disease, has been the main concern of

the public health service in Albania since the creation of the

new socialist state. Here lies the essential difference between
the concepts of people's health, as it exists today in the

People's Socialist Republic of Albania, and as it existed in

Albania in the period before Liberation, or in the capitalist

countries where 4the psysicians themselves are not interested

in such measures.

Prophylactic service was set up in Albania immediately
after Liberation, with the adoption of a series of important
measures to stop the spread of diseases by means of the
preventive vaccination of the population free of charge. In
spite of the great shortage in medical cadres, systematic exam-
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ination of all the working people was carried out as early as
the period 1946-1947. ^

Parallel with hospitals and polyclinics, a large network
of prophylactic establishments, clinics, laboratories, etc. hasbeen set up m our country, and is ever better being completed
with cadres, whose experience and professional skill are con-
stantly growing. Gradually, the prophylactic network has

rlm^lmf^ the whole country, reaching the most

Instead of one single, hygienic centre, which existed
before Liberation, today the country has 26 such centres, with
all the necessary cadres and equipment. Likewise, instead of
one bacteoriological laboratory with three higher cadres and
five medium cadres in 1944, today the country has 25 bac-
teriological laboratories, with scores of cadres of different
specialities. Today there are 25 hematological laboratories
against none in the period before Liberation.

Besides, sanitary education has become widespread, com-
prising sanitary houses and cabinets on a district level. These
institutions carry out intensive propaganda work among the
population, especially on problems of hygiene and prophylaxy

In order to put the activity of the prophylactic institutions
ot all levels on a sound scientific basis, to consolidate them
and to raise the study and treatment of the problems of
hygiene and epidemiology to a higher level, to strengthen
prophylactic services, the Institute of Hygiene and Epidemio-
logy was set up in Tirana in 1969. It deals with the scientific
study of the hygienic-sanitary conditions of work, the hy-
giene of nutrition and housing, and takes measures to im-
prove them; it tracks down contagious diseases and assists
thejrammg and specialization of cadres engaged in the sector
of hygiene and prophylaxy. Besides, it gives direct and ac-
tive assistance to the base whenever unexpected problems
arise, problems -which require the application of most ad-
vanced technical methods. It has become an important centre
of manufacturing immunomological medicaments. The people
working at this institute study the working conditions in the
mines, industrial centres etc., detect the causes that effect the
health of the workers and suggest measures to improve the
situation.

This institute controls the nutritive value of the food
products, detects the sources of deterioration and infection
of food, and suggests methods and measures to preserve the
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nutritive qualities of food products at every stage of their

production, canning or transport.

Measures are taken in all work and production centres

in order to create the best possible hygienic and sanitary

conditions for the working people. A worker is employed only
after undergoing an obligatory medical examination. The wor-
kers of some categories of heavy jobs, which might impair
their health, are examined more frequently. By special de~

cision of the government, a health centre, with one physician,

one dentist, one assistant physician and one nurse, is set up in

the major work centres.

Besides work places, prophylactic medicine covers the

institutes for children of pre-sehool and school age, in order
to ensure that the norms of hygiene and cleanliness are
rigorously observed there. Particular attention is attached to

the physical development of pupils and students, who are

examined at regular intervals.

Prophylactic medicine plays an important role in working
out the general plan of cities and villages. All construction

designs are executed only after the sanitary inspector has
given his approval. This criterion of work, this control by
the sanitary organs, applies also to rural construction.

These prophylactic measures have resulted in the pro-
tection of people from epidemic diseases, especially conta-
geous diseases of the intestines, in the elimination of malaria,
syphilis, trachoma, etc. and in circumscribing tuberculosis,

poliomyelitis, diphtheria, etc. as much as possible.

Prophylactic measures are taken by sanitary organs and
institutions as well as other state organs. These measures are
put into practice according to rules on work safety, the protec-
tion of mother and child, the mechanization of work in

agriculture, industry, etc.

Medical science and the protection

of people's health

Since the establishment of the people's power public health
services have extended and greatly improved their quality;

they have been brought closer to the masses of the people;
scientific work has also been carried out over major problems
of people's health. With the health service network already

31 — 117 A
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extended to the remotest villages of the country, now the

raising of its scientific level has been giveri top priority.

Scientific work in medicine is aimed at strengthening the

prophylactic service through increasing the number of sani-

tary institutions, equipping them with modern apparatuses,

and raising the professional and scientific level of the medical

personnel. The scientific activity in this field mainly com-

prises the study, planning and execution, on well-founded

scientific bases, of measures for the protection of peoples

health, the utilization of new methods and means of preven-

tion, diagnostication and treatment, the further improvement

of the organization and increased effectiveness of the health

service.

The studies carried out in this field, just as in all other

activities, are conducted according to
t
plan. The Faculty of

Medicine and the Sanitary Centre, the University cnmcs, as

well as the Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology, m co-

ordination with the Ministry of Health and after consulting

the workers' collectives, have drafted five-year plans m which

the problems of preventive medicine, in particular those

linked with the protection of the health of mother and child

and of the workers, are given particular attention. These plans

foresee -the study of the more widespread diseases, such as

hypertension, certain liver disorders, biliary calculus some

disorders of the stomach and the intentines, rheumatismal

polyarthritis, epilepsia, dental caries, etc. Extensive studies

connected with the introduction of the new achievements ot

medical science, such as isotopes, surgical treatment of heart

diseases, etc., as well as a number of studies on experimental

medicine, have raised the level of scientific and practical

activity. The importance attached to the study of the po-

pular medicine is noteworthy. The Institute of Hygiene and

Epidemiology carries out major studies in the field of hy-

giene, epidemiology and immunology.

These scientific studies are free of all academism, because

they are founded on the necessities of everyday life and con-

nected with the problems of the practical activity of our

medl
The

e
distinguishing feature of the development of Albanian

medical science is its mass character. The work of .the spe-

cialists is directly combined with the activity of all the mass

of people engaged in the health sector. The development of

medicine in depth, the raising of medical assistance to a
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higher qualitative level cannot be realized by a handful of
specialists alone. However great their talents and qualified
the aid they give, all this cannot be made without raising
the professional level of all the people working in this sector,
without their broad participation in scientific research work.
In our country, not only the central institutions, but also
the health organs in the villages, have all the possibilities
of engaging in scientific research and study. In fact, the
health institutions in the districts, just like the central insti-
tutions, have their own plans of scientific study. The number
of people engaged in scientific study is growing ceaselessly,
along with the increasing frequency of scientific sessions
organized everywhere, including the smaller districts.

In order to encourage people's participation in scientific
activities, the work they do to extend their knowledge and
to raise their professional level is followed with particular
care. Various forms of activities, which have as their objec-
tive the raising of the professional level of medical cadres,
their specialization and post-graduate qualification, are or-
ganized both in the centre and in the districts. At regular
intervals, cadres from the districts come to the capital to
attend qualification courses according to a definite program.

In the conditions of the great development of medical
science in the world today it is impossible for a physician,
however capable he may be, to undertake scientific studies
alone, as his work would be incomplete, not to say fruitless.
The solution of complex problems exacts complex scientific
studies. Therefore it is necessary that studies should be
carried out by groups of physicians specialized in different
sectors.

In the debating of different problems, as well as in the
encouragement of scientific work, an important role is played
by the Scientific Association of Physicians, which has its
branches in all the districts. The leading organ of the associa-
tion comprises physicians engaged in scientific work and
interested in stimulating scientific thought among their
colleagues.

The mass character of scientific work is directly linked
with the efforts to raise the scientific level of the health
service in all the country. This creates the conditons for
reducing the differences of level still existing between the
centre and the districts. The government organs assist this
scientific activity and co-ordinate it on a national level, see
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to it that the scientific workers do not lack the materials

they need and the publications they have to consult. The

results of scientific work are not kept locked up in drawers,

they do not become the property of a narrow circle of spe-

cialists, on the contrary they are published and made known
so as to be applied by all the physicians of the country.

Public health — the concern of the

entire people

The successes achieved in the People's Socialist Republic

of Albania in the protection of the health of the people, are

due to the considerable funds allocated for prophylactic measu-

res and to a radical rebuilding of the whole structure of the

health service. These successes are connected with the higher

level of socialist consciousness of the masses, of their sanitary

education and their broad and active participation in the

great struggle for the protection of the people's health. Col-

laboration between the health institutions, the Democratic

Front and the mass organizations over problems of <Lhe protec-

tion of health, the improvement of the living and working

conditions of the masses, the education of mothers to rear

healthy children, etc., is ever better organized.

In the cities, the organizations of the Democratic Front

have set up hygiene commissions in all blocks of buildings.

Through various forms of sanitary education and propaganda,

the level of sanitary culture of the masses has been raised to

the degree that they participate actively in the work for the

protection of the people's health. The organizations of the

Party, of the masses, the teachers, workers of public health

institutions, etc., explain to the masses the importance of ri-

gorously observing hygienic rules. The struggle for radical

transformations in the hygienization of the country, in ge-

neral, and of the village, in particular, is not reduced to the

adoption of a series of technical and material measures,

necessary as they may be in themselves, but above all is a

struggle against backward concepts and customs, for raising

the cultural level of the working masses, in general, and

their sanitary culture in particular.

This, especially in the countryside, is ensured through

special courses for sanitary activists, who are chosen from

among the young peasant girls. These courses, set up under
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the solicitude of the people's power and the mass organiza-
tions in schools, production centres and agricultural coopera-
tives, give these young girls the rudiments of first medical
aid. The sanitary activists, trained in these courses carry
out this duty after their normal work on a voluntary basis.

In this manner, every village, or every family in the village,

has its own sanitary activists, who with their example help
spread the new in the countryside, giving valuable aid to
the masses to acquire the first notions of hygiene and san-
itation.

Worker control and the control organized by the working
masses in general on the sanitary institutions is another
important form of participation of the working masses in
the solution of problems of public health; these forms of
work help improve the quality of care for the patients in the
hospitals, instil the revolutionary spirit of the working class

into the people working in these institutions, and revolutionize
them further.

Decrease and Liquidation of

endemic diseases

Before Liberation endemic diseases such as malaria, sy-
philis, tuberculosis, diphtheria, poliomeylitis, etc., took a heavy
toll of the population. This was due to the favourable terrain
for the spread of these diseases, above all the socio-economic
and political situation of the country, and last but not
least, to the shortcomings and ineffectiveness of the health
service. Ordinary people could not afford to pay the heavy
expenses required for the long treatment of such ailments
as tuberculosis, syphilis, etc.

As a result, almost the whole of the population living
in the marshlands was affected by malaria. Tropical malaria,
which is the most acute form of this disease, was widespread.
In 1940 about 54 per cent of the cases examined showed
symptoms of this disease. Such a grave situation existed
only in Albania of all the European countries.

Syphilis was another open sore for the country. Under
the regime of Zog, and especially in the period of occupation,
the spread of prostitution, a characteristic phenomenon of
the capitalist socio-economic system, brought about a recru-
descence of this disease. In many districts, endemic syphilis,
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neglected for centuries, was rampant, and no studies had
been made so far in this field.

Other contageous diseases were widespread, especially

the acute forms of inrfcenstinal infections, dyspepsia, gastroen-
teritis, as well as dysentery, typhoid fever, diphtheria and
other diseases which were the cause of a high death-rate,
especially among small children.

Immediately after Liberation, the most urgent task was
to check the spread of the epidemic typhoid fever, to put
under control malaria and other epidemic diseases, etc., while
organizing against syphilis a campaign, which, with the
overthrow of the exploiting classes, could be waged in more
favourable conditions. In this first phase, work was concen-
trated on the diseases which were responsible for the highest
number of deaths and which could be combated with success
with the knowledge available at that time. When the founda-
tions of this service were laid, and rules and laws approved,
work began for the training of cadres needed to carry out
this campaign. An anti-epidemic centre was set up — an
important measure in the context of other measures adopted
for the protection of the health of working people. In 1947
the Law «On the Struggle against Infectious Diseases» was
promulgated, in 1949 the Decree on ^Declaration, Examination
and Obligatory Treatment of Syphilis Free of Charge», and
the Government Ordinance for the «Campaign against Ma-
laria^ was issued; all this served as a basis on which the
struggle against these diseases was to begin. In 1949 the
government' took the decision on the gratuitous treatment
of tuberculosis. In 1949 large-scale vaccination began against
diphtheria and later against typhoid fever in the principal
centres of these diseases.- In 1947 the problem of the local
production of vaccines against typhoid fever was finally
solved.

Thanks to these measures rapid progress was made in

the liquidation of epidemic diseases. Malaria was put under
control, syphilis was almost totally wiped out and the cam-
paign against tuberculosis was organized on the basis of the
new achievements of medical science, while attaching all the
necessary importance to the prophylactic measures against it.

In 1952, with the setting up of epidemiological centres, with
their extension and strengthening in the years that followed,
the activity of the anti-epidemiological service has become
more and more concrete.
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Priority was given to the struggle for the liquidation
of malaria. In 1950 declaration and treatment of malaria, and
later hospitalization of malaria cases, were made compulsory.
Other measures concerning the prophylaxy and liquidation of
infection centres played an important role in this field.

The struggle against malaria, which continued till the
complete liquidation of the disease, went through two stages:
the first, from 1946 to 1957, had as its objective the reduction
of the infection to the level that it no longer posed a threat;
the second, from 1958 to 1967, marked the complete liquida-
tion of the disease. This is a great success of the health
service in the PSR of Albania. In the recent years no case
of malaria has been reported.

The radical transformations carried out after the triumph
of the people's power had created the necessary conditions
for the rapid liquidation of syphilis, too. A campaign was
organized in order to detect and eliminate the centres of
endemic syphilis. In 1950 there were 34 anti-venereal clinics
and 8 laboratories specialized in this field, whereas in 1958
the number of anti-venereal clinics and sanitary centres in-
creased to 77 and that of seriological laboratories to 34.
These institutions carried out a broad activity for the
tracking down and treatment of syphilis and other venereal
diseases. From 1947 to 1968 they had made 2,322,356 se-
riological examinations, all the detected cases were obligatorily
subjected to proper treatment, with the result that 99.4 per
cent of them were thoroughly cured.

The successes achieved in combating syphilis in Albania
are unprecedented in many countries, where syphilis, like
other venereal diseases, is constantly operating. From 1961
to 1965 the number of syphilitics has increased from 10.7 to
11.7 per 100,000 inhabitants in the USA, from 7.6 to 9.6 in
France, from 16.6 to 23.6 in Poland, from 0.3 to 10.0 in
Hungary, from 29.9 to 30.3 in Yugoslavia. As early as 25
years ago syphilis contracted through sexual intercourse has
disappeared in Albania. Likewise, no case with tertiary clinical

symptoms of endemic syphilis has been reported; in fact, the
last of these cases, was observed in 1960.

In Albania today, with the elimination of the basis on
which syphilis may develop, this disease is considered to be
liquidated once and for all, which is a success still unmatched
by any country of the world. Thanks to these measures many
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venereal and other diseases have disappeared, like typhus and
trachoma, while others have been considerably restricted, like

typhoid fever, dysentery, diphtheria, poliomyelitis, etc.

Recession of tuberculosis

Tuberculosis, which was most widespread amongst the

masses of the poor, especially workers and peasants, is one
of the dark stains on the medical history of our country.

Lacking almost all medical assistance, the sick languished
Tincared for until they died.

The primary forms of consumption are in decline today
and the most serious cases are met with more and more
infrequently. The struggle against this disease in Albania is

organized in a centralized manner on the basis of prophylactic
medicine. During the first phase, when the country had a
shortage of physicians, efforts were made to increase the
number of beds, with the aim of isolating and curing the
sick.

During this period anti-TBC sanatoria were set up in

Tirana, Korea, Shkodra and other cities. A large network of

clinics for the prevention of tuberculosis was also set up.
Today all the cities of Albania have one such clinic.

Anti-tubercular establishments

Ye a r 1938 1950 1960 1970 1975?"

TBC sanatoria 4 5 4 3

number of beds 1075 1541 1585 1100

TBC clinic 8 15 15 4

number of beds 145 331 448 40

preventoria 5 1

number of beds 520 100

Prophylactic measures comprised also vaccination with

BCG. All the population under 20 years old was vaccinated

with BCG and in certain cases this measure comprised people

of the age group of 30 years. .

* The fall in 1975 shows the regression of the disease
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Chemioprophylaxy — the administration of nicotibine to

children and adults who have contact with people affected by

tuberculosis, is another measure of defence adopted since 1962.

The duty of the anti-tubercular service is to detect the

symptoms of the disease at the earliest stage by means of

mass examination of people at work and production centres, in

city quarters and villages.

Apart from the purely medical aspects of this work,

the struggle against this disease is made much easier thanks

to the constant raising of the standard of living of the masses

of the people.

Anti-tubercular sanatoria and clinics can accommodate all

the cases of consumption in a condition requiring clinical

treatment. Hospitalization and treatment is free of charge

in spite of the fact that the treatment of this disease requires

considerable funds.

Mother and child care

The position of social inequality in which the Albanian

woman lived before Liberation was reflected most clearly in

the lack of all care for the protection of her health. At that

time the whole country had one maternity ward in all with

15 beds, in the hospital of Tirana. The personnel for the

whole of Albania- consisted of one gynaecologist and 32 mid-

wives working mainly in the cities, and assisting only the

wives of the rich, while most of the wives of the poor

laboured in dangerously anti-hygienic conditions, with a high

frequency of accidents to the mother and the newborn. Con-

sultation clinics for pregnant women were unknown just as

sanitary propaganda for the protection of the health of mother

and child. Cases of death during delivery and in the first days

after child-birth were numerous. This accounted mainly for

the very slow increase of the population of the country.

This state of things has been changed in Albania today.

The protection of the health of mother and child is one of

the primary duties of the state and an integral part of the

policy for the complete emancipation of woman. Today every

village has its own sanitary unit with an ambulance, consul-

tation house, maternity house and creche. In this manner, all

the births in the cities and more than 95 per cent or births

in the villages are assisted by a gynaecologist and a midwife.



490 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

Obstetric and gynaecological assistance in the PSR of
Albania is conceived in its two aspects: prophylaxy and
treatment. All pregnant women in city quarters or villages
have access to consultation facilities under the direction
of a phycian and a midwife, as well as other specialists,
from the beginning of pregnancy up till delivery. The per-
sonnel of consultation houses for pregnant women and mothers
with children follow up the health situation of their patients
by means of regular rounds of inspection in their respective
quarters.

.

Mother and child care consultation houses

1938 1950 1960 1970 1978

1 76 160 1371 4832

A vast work is done in order to spread scientific know-
ledge for the protection of the health of mother and child.
Apart from this, these are special provisions to facilitate the
work of working mothers. During pregnancy or breast-feeding
they cannot be sent on business outside their residential
place, cannot be assigned to night shifts, or to extra time
work.

While nursing the infant they have the right to stop
work every three hours to go to the infant.

Everyone who refuses a job to or dismisses a woman be-
cause she is pregnant, is liable to penal pursuit.

During the period of pregnancy, all women have the
right to be transferred to a lighter job, and the management
of the enterprise or institution in which they are employed
is duty bound to satisfy such a demand. If the pay going
with the new job is lower than the average pay of the
former job, the difference is made up by Social Insurances.

All women workers and employees during pregnancy
and after child-birth have the right to a period of 6 months
paid leave, with the payment of 80 per cent of their salary.

The people's power holds in high esteem the mothers
who give birth to, rear and educate their children well. The
People's Assembly has founded various medals and orders,
such as the ^Heroine Mother», the «Glory to the Mother» and
the ^Mother Medal».
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'Before Liberation, the birth of a child meant increased
misery for the families of ordinary workers. Today, on the
contrary, children of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania
are the «privileged». Creches, kindergartens, schools, young
pioneer palaces are put at their disposal to grow up healthy
in body and mind, to learn, to recreate and temper them-
selves.

The camps of young pioneers set up at the seaside and in
the mountains accommodate thousands of children for the
summer vacations. Besides this, during summer vacations all

the schools of the country turn into day camps for children.
The industrial enterprises and agricultural cooperatives set up
recreation camps for the children of their workers.

Child care is in the centre of attention of the people's
power. Before Liberation, pediatric services for the whole of
the country 'comprised one ward with 35 beds in the hospital
of Tirana. Because of the lack of a specialized medicial service
for children, many diseases resulted in a high rate of infan-
tile mortality. Only in the city of Tirana, the average infantile
mortality in the period 1933-1940 was 161 per 1,000.

Under the people's power the first pediatric hospital was
set up in Tirana, which was followed by those in Shkodra,
Korea and other cities, with pediatric wards being opened in
every hospital of the country.

Outpatient clinics and polyclinics have their pediatric sec-
tion, keeping constant control of the children of the resceptive
city quarters. They organize periodic medical examinations
in schools, kindergartens and creches, with the aim of taking
prophilactic and preventive measures.

Increase of the number of creches

year 1950 1960 1970 1978

number of day creches 17 139 2262 2575

number of beds 760 8975 45339 50327

Child care is organized on solid bases, with the obvious
result that contageous diseases . such as measles, diphtheria,
poliomyelitis, etc., have been greatly reduced. More than
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400,000 people in Albania have passed the critical age without

contracting measles.

Another important success is the general vaccination

against diphtheria and poliomyelitis, which caused a con-

siderable fall in the occurrence of diphtheria whereas polio-

myelitis is gradually receding and is no problem.

The campaign organized against infantile diseases and
the regular examination of children in schools, kindergartens,

and creches, as well as the preventive measures, have resulted

in a considerable decrease of mortality caused by the above-

mentioned diseases. Rachitis also is in recession, partly due

to the progress of health education on the part of parents

and to the prophilactic treatment with vitamin D.

Another important measure for child care consists in

the organization of sanatorium, anti-dysenteric and anti-dys-

trophic creches, in which children resume normal develop-

ment.
Besides this, a great number of seasonal creches function

in the countryside. Creches admit children from four months
and a half to four years old. The parents pay only for a small

part of the expenses, which, depending on the size of the sa-

lary and the number of people in charge of the head of the

family vary from 20 to 30 per cent of the total expenses.

The rest is covered by the state.

Pharmacy in the service of the people

A considerable part of the successes achieved by public

health in Albania is due to the role of pharmaceutic services.

Before Liberation, the country depended on import for all

kinds of medicaments, which were sold to the population at

speculative prices.

After 1944, pharmacies were nationalized and put entirely

in the service of the people, thus putting an end to all

possibilities of speculation. With this measure the state was

in a position to unify prices for medicaments and even to

reduce them periodically. Prices for them sometimes are lower

than the cost of production. Only in the course of the 4th

Five-year Plan, in 1966 and in 1969, two great price reductions

have been made for a long list of pharmaceutical articles,

covering mainly medicaments of great consumption, especially

antibiotics, vitamins, cortisons, analgesics, etc.
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All medicaments for infants under one year of age, which

is 10 per cent of all the medicaments sold in. the pharmacies

of the country, are given free of charge.

The citizens of the PSR of Albania receive the medica-

ments they need, when treated in hospitals and other health

institutions of the country, free of charge.
,

The network of pharmacies has so extended that eacn

group village has its own pharmacy.

Important steps have been taken in the production of

medicaments in the country, using mainly the local
L

pri-

mary materials. In 1948 the first pharmaceutical laboratory

was set up; in the beginning the list of its production con-

sisted of a few items. Later it grew into an industrial en-

terprise producing 1,000 pharmaceutical and cosmetic articles,

which meet the greatest part of the demands of the population

and of the health institutions for them. Each year, produc-

tion is enriched with new articles and quality is improved

This enterprise has a modern laboratory, in which a great

number of higher cadres and specialists work.

The control of medicaments is done at the state^ con-

trol laboratory of medicaments, both for the local and im-

ported products, for the finished product and the primary

materials. ,

The Albanian pharmaceutical industry will develop iur-

ther in the future.

Sports for the masses

From a privilege of the upper strata,, the sports and

physical culture today have become the patrimony of the

broad working masses and of the younger generations, an

important means of communist education and revolutionary

tempering. „ , ,

In 1938, 1,200 people in all went in for sports and

physical culture. After Liberation the graph showing the

increase of participation in sports activities rises m a very

significant manner. If in 1959 the number of people partici-

pating in sports activities was 150,000, in 1964 this figure

reached to 200,000, in 1969 more than 260,000, and m 1973

more than 300,000. In the 1st National Spartakiad, organi-

zed in 1959, the number of participants was more than

200,000 young sportsmen from all over the country, m the
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3rd National Spartakiad, organized in 1974, participation in-
creased to more than 300,000, whereas in the 4th National
Spartakiad, m 1979, participation of young sportsmen from
various work centres, cooperatives, military units and the
schools of the country, was more than 500,000 people

, Before Liberation only males took part in sports activi-
ties. Ihe rules and norms of conduct of the time prohibited
girls from appearing in sports costume, from running
or playing in public. The situation changed radically after
November 1944, when the Albanian waman, with her latent
dynamism made a place for herself in sports, too. The num-
ber of girls going in for physical culture and sports has
reached to 100,000. Only the 4th National Spartakiad foryoung girls saw the participation of about 90,000 femalesm various activities.

Massive sports activities, such as cross-country races
athletic events and swimming, as well as long marches,'
games for students and other manifestations of this arevery popular in Albania. The physical culture and sports move-ment consist in national spartakiads, gymnastic manifestations,
championships and other activities.

^
Only four decades ago three or four sports activitieshad some popularity, while today their number has incre-ased to about 20, including mountaineering, excursion^

festiva nf2 S the P°pular games
-
The traditional

v Z^l
°*
J
30^. S?mes was organized in Durres recent-

Before Liberation, the country had 27 cadres for physicalcultural training, 50 arbiters and not a single coach, where

'

fu ^Ln ha
f

15300 hi^h€r cadres without speaking oFmorethan 1,000 arbiters for different sports.
g
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-
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w£Ug
yo^.P10^fs

'
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activities,

In the years of the people's state power, the materialbase necessary for sports activities, ins^ti^^^S^-
L^rMtL

mCTSe
t hey0IXd comP^on with the period before

^SZ*"^ ™* only 15 sports greeds against
12 stadiums and 90 sports centres, 5 sports palaces (without

S^e^« Wch f€ Under -ns^uction), 3r hoot-ing ranges, 3,145 sports grounds, of which 972 classes, etc.
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This material base has been set up and is maintained en-

tirely with state expenditure. The masses engage in sports

activities without paying anything. The state guarantees not

only the material means but also the cadres for them to

carry on the sports pursuits.

Increased participation has brought about a qualitative

rise in sports. Today the country counts scores of sports

masters, merited masters and athletes of high quality.
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The fund allocated to the construction of dwelling-hou-
ses has increased steadily with the result that from Libe-
ration up till 1979, the state and the population have built

about 300,000 flats on credits, in which 70 per cent of the
population has

. been accommodated. Against the 24 towns
which the whole country counted before Liberation, today
there are 32 new towns.

The Albanian towns and villages have totally changed
their aspect; they have grown into beautiful modern towns
and villages, built according to well-studied plans.

Architecture has developed in step with the transforma-
tion of the objective reality, and has managed the difficult

problems with the aid of the masses and the specialists. This
process is realized in consultations, debates, inquiries, etc.,

organized in city quarters, villages and districts, as well as

in the contacts with the mass organizations, the construc-

tion workers, etc,

In spite of the rapid rates of construction, the problem

of housing could not be solved in the ordinary way, because

of the rapid increase of population, the more so since large-

scale projects, which required considerable amounts of mate-

rial and as much work force, were under construction all

over the country. In these conditions, the problem of hou-

sing could not be solved except in a revolutionary manner.

The Party and the state summed up the experience gained

in the work for the reconstruction of the country after the.

war, and above all, the experience gained in the course of

the labour action for the liquidation of the material damage
caused by the November 30, 1967 earthquake, when in 29

days, relying mainly on volunteer work, 6,048 houses and

flats and socio-cultural buildings were rebuilt or repaired,
' and the experience of the work for the liquidation of the

material damage caused by the April 15, 1979 earthquake

in Northern Albania, during which 14,522 houses and other

buildings were repaired and 2,441 houses and flats were

built to accomodate 100,000 people, 165 socio-economic build-

ings were repaired or. built anew.
Specialized organisms direct the work, draw the blue-

prints, set the location of the new building, ensure the ma-
terials and work tools needed in the district, enterprise or

city quarter.

The inhabitants of the city quarter, the collective of the

economic enterprise, the office workers of the administration,

32 - 117 A
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the mass organizations, the army units and the schools all
are engaged in this great labour action and, without neg-
lecting their primary tasks, make their contribution to the
solution of this problem. The peasantry, too, makes an impor-
tant contribution in the constructions put up through volun-
tary work.

Voluntary work is organized on the principle of self-reli-
ance. Building materials, such as stone, sand, gravel, timber,
bricks, tiles, limestone, etc., are ensured through voluntary
contribution.

'

The rates of construction for dwelling-houses achieved
through voluntary work by the citizens are incomparable
with the former rates of construction.

In a great number of cities an important volume of
constructions has been realized through voluntary contribu-
tion, and it is foreseen that the problem of housing will be
solved on a national scale in the near future.

Revolutionary action on such scale is possible only in
a socialist country like Albania, where the principle «one for
all and all for one» has replaced the bourgeois principle «man
for man is a wolf». All this testifies to the fact that the
problem of housing in Albania is on the right road of solution,
for the benefit of the working people, who regard this
question as their own concern.

^
In Albania dwelling-houses are property of the state

which rents them to the working people without discrimi-
nation. The flats are distributed by the people's councils
of the city quarter on the basis of the demands and needs
of the population. The fund of dwelling-houses is distributed
on the basis of definite criteria, depending on the number of
persons making up a family, etc.

Rents in Albania are very low, not to say the lowest •

in the world. They represent 3-4 per cent of worker's month-
ly pay. Individuals possessing their own houses can rent
them, provided the size of the rent remains within the
limits set by the state.

Great construction work has been done in the villa-
ges. The measures have been adopted by the Party and the
Government to raise the standard of living in the country-
side, and considerable funds have been allocated to building
new houses for the peasants as well as for the citizens who
go to live and work in the countryside for the promotion of
agricultural production.

Chapter Nine

NARROWING OF DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN
TOWN AND COUNTRYSIDE

Socialist and communist society cannot be built without
first solving the problem of narrowing the essential distinctions

between town and countryside. This can be achieved through
the solution of a number of contradictions of an antagonis-
tic and non-antagonistic character. It goes through three pha-
ses: the first phase is that of the revolutionary transforma-
tions which lead to the liquidation of the centuries-old anta-
gonistic contradiction between town and countryside — this

phase -has been overcome; the second has as its main objec-
tive the overcoming of the backwardness in the countryside
and the narrowing of the essential distinctions between town
and countryside (Albania is going through this second phase
at present — the narrowing of distinctions constitutes one
of the essential tasks of the present phase of the construction
of complete socialist society); the third phase is that of the
complete liquidation of all distinctions between town and
countryside. This task remains to be carried out in the
future.

The narrowing, and later the complete liquidation, of
these distinctions is a historic necessity for the building of
socialism and communism. Any deviation from this prin-
ciple leads to the establishment of incorrect relations be-
tween town and countryside, between the working class and
the peasantry.

In order to bring about the narrowing of differences
three main problems must be solved: first, the development
of productive forces, the raising of the degree of mechaniza-
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tion, the electrification and intensification of work in the coun-

tryside to make it similar to work in the town; second, theper-

fectioning of the socialist relations in the countryside, through

the gradual creation of conditions suitable for the transforma-

tion of the cooperativist property into the property of the

entire people; third, the raising of the cultural, ideological

and political level of the peasantry, and the efforts to break

with old norms and traditions alien to the socialist ideology,

and the affirmation of the new norms and customs. .

The process of the liquidation of contrasts and distinc-

tions between town and countryside is long and continuous.

The consolidation of the cooperativist system, the embark-

ment of agriculture on the road of the intensive exploitation,

the completion of collectivization even in the remote villages

of the mountainous areas, the great investments envisaged

for the mechanization of agricultural work, for land impro-

vement schemes and the increase of the acreage of land under

irrigation, the important state aid to the peasantry through

credits, selected seeds and chemical fertilizers, the creation

of a large army of agricultural specialists trained in the

secondary and higher schools, the building of new roads, the

electrification of the countryside, the spread of educational

and cultural institutions, the deepening of the ideological

and cultural revolution, and the many other measures for

the benefit of the countryside, all this has greatly promoted

the economic, social and cultural development in the coun-

tryside. Besides, the harmonization of the development rates

. in industry and agriculture, as well as the gradual narrowing

of pay and income differentials between the peasantry and

the working class have contributed in the solution of this

problem.
With these transformations new relations between town

and countryside have been established, old antagonisms,

which existed between them, have been liquidated and the

great centuries-old backwardness, which the Albanian country-

side inherited from the past, has been overcome.

However, distinctions between town and countryside still

subsist in social distinctions, which are manifested in the relati-

vely slow development of the productive forces and the relations

of production in the countryside, in the differences of the level

of education, culture and technical-professional training between

the urban and rural and technical-professional workers, m
the inferior income of the peasantry, especially in mountam-
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ous areas, in the standard and the way of life etc.; distinc-

tions of a natural order, which are manifested mainly in

the differences existing in the process of production in agri-
.

culture and in industry, the organization of work, etc. The

distinctions of the first type, i.e., those of the social order,

grow more and more insignificant in the course of the com-

plete construction of socialism and will be completely wiped

out in communism; those of the natural order tend to di-

minish until they become quite negligible with the progress

of science and technique, the extension of mechanization, the

electrification and chemization of agriculture.

Distinctions exist not only between town and country-

side, but also among villages, between those of the lowlands

and those of the hilly and mountainous regions. These distinc-

tions, the social and economic source of which should be

sought in the past, manifest themselves mainly in the manner

in which incomes are distributed in the different zones and

cooperatives. The exemption of the mountainous zones from

the obligation to hand in to the state the dues in bread grain,

the remission of the tax on income and its utilization for

the extension of their material and technical base, the dif-

ferentiation of tariffs for machine and tractor stations' work

to the advantage of the cooperatives, the electrification of

the countryside with the material and financial assistance

by the state, the state aid for irrigation works, the priority

of the mountainous, cooperatives in receiving agricultural

credits, the help of the town for the countryside, the help

of the cooperatives in the plains for those of the mountains,

and many other provisions, which have played an important

role in this direction, are essential in the narrowing of dis-

tinctions.

The reduction of essential distinctions between the urban

and rural zones, between the plains and mountainous zones,

is not a purely economic matter. It involves profound

problems of a political, ideological and strategic character.

It is ensured through the vigorous increase of agricul-

tural production in all the branches and sectors, with the

aim of increasing the incomes and reducing disproportions in

the distribution of incomes. Along with other measures for the

intensification of agriculture, the opening up of new land

and the putting under irrigation of large tracts of agricultu-

ral land so far little exploited, the construction of embank-
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ments, dams and terraces, are important factors of the de-
velopment of the agricultural economy.

In the mountainous areas the work for the extension
of the irrigated acreage is continuing in many agricultural

cooperatives, which with their own means and with . joint

efforts of the zone or the district have built many irrigation

works, mainly canals on the hillsides, even in rocky ground,
and large reservoirs. The state .assists this work with ma-
terial and technical aid.

In these conditions all the countryside, including th'e

mountainous areas, today is in a position to ensure all the
bread grain they need.

The consolidation of the hilly and mountainous coope-
ratives in particular, necessitates the development of animal
husbandry, especially cattle, the development of fruit growing,
etc. Large tracts of hilly and mountainous land in every
agricultural cooperative are allocated to blocks of olive-gro-

ves, vine-yeards, etc.

Auxiliary activities connected with production proper,

even though indirectly, are encouraged especially in the hilly

and mountainous villages. Such activities include the produc-
tion of construction materials with the means and forces

of the cooperative, the processing of vegetable and animal
products and other activities of this order, which are extend-
ed by putting up small factories for the processing of milk,

fruit, vegetables, wool, timber, as well as for the production
of bricks and tiles, earthenware, etc; work is going on for

the development of the sector of handicrafts services such as

sewing, shoe-repair, etc.

The struggle for the narrowing of the distinctions be-

tween town and countryside, between the villages in the

plains and those in the mountainous zones, is connected, be-

sides the above-mentioned factors, with the deepening of the

ideological and cultural revolution, with the radical trans-

formations of the world outlook of the peasant, with the crea-

tion of a new concept of life, with the raising of his political and
ideological, educational and cultural level, without which the

large-scale development and progress in the rural regions

is a utopia.

Particular importance assume the movements and initia-

tives for putting the general interest above the personal in-

terest. Among the initiatives taken by the cooperativist pea-

santry, many have to do with the progressive reduction of
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the personal plot of the cooperativist, the herding up of all

the personal livestock for management by the cooperative,

the handing in of the organic manure, the help of coopera-

tives in the plains and the state farms to the mountainous

cooperatives with cattle and sheep, the exchange of experience

between the cooperatives of the south and those of the north,

as well as the direct participation of the leading cadres in

production work, the construction of socio-cultural buildings

in the countryside, etc.

Besides, the revolutionary initiatives taken by the wor-

king class and the people's intelligentsia for specialists and

intellectuals to work and live for a period of one to three

years in the countryside or to settle there permanently,

especially in the mountainous zones, the contribution of the

working class and the youth to the reclamation of new land,

the material and technical aid to the electrification of the

countryside, etc., play an important role in the life of the

whole country.

These and many other initiatives have strengthened

the revolutionary consciousness of the working people,

the alliance of the working class and working peasantry,

the consolidation and development of the socialist economy

and the dictatorship of the proletariat; they assist the ideo-

logical work for wiping out the blemishes left over from

the past in the consciousness of the working people, for

implanting the socialist ideology and the norms of proletarian

morality in their consciousness, for raising the class spirit

and awareness, and for barring the road to the emergence

of revisionism and the restoration of capitalism in our

country.

The struggle for narrowing the distinctions between town

and countrysides depends on the struggle against the back-

ward customs and religious beliefs, against conservatism and

patriarchalism, on the relentless struggle against bureauc-

racy, which consists in the rigorous implementation of de-

mocratic principles and the line of the masses, for a bet-

ter organized collective work on the part of the leadership

of the cooperatives and field teams, against manifestations

of commandeering, arrogance, etc., so that all the members of

the cooperative 'become aware that the cooperative is their

own and that not only the leadership of the cooperative or

the team leaders, but they, too, must be informed of the

state of affairs in their cooperative.
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In the context of the measures taken to narrow the
distinctions between town and countryside, the process of
socialization of household work, with a view to easing the
burden of women and improving the way of life in the
countryside in general, has been stepped up. These recent
years the number of bakeries, creches and kindergartens,
dining halls, public baths and laundries, clinics, maternity
houses, hearths of culture in the countryside have increased.

The electrification of the countryside created all the
premises necessary for the further development of the produc-
tive forces in agriculture, which constitutes a great step for-
ward in the construction of the material and technical base
of socialism; it created the possibilities for the increase of
the productivity of social labour by raising the degree of
mechanization of farm work.

The electrification of all the villages has raised the stan-
dard of living to a higher level. It is a great progress towards
the liquidation of the distinctions between town and coun-
tryside.

In the end of 1973 all the villages of the country were
linked by telephone, thus facilitating communication between
the working people in the countryside with those of the
town and opening new perspectives to the further spread
of the telegraph services there.

The revolutionization of the school, which involved the
implementation of the obligatory 8-year school system in
the countryside, as well as the extension of the network of
schools and courses, are other favourable elements which
bring the village closer to the town. Most of the new kinder-
gartens and 8-year and middle schools have been opened in
the countryside. In the 1978-1979 school year, the number of
peasants attending vocational middle schools, especially agri-
cultural ones, accounted for 63.2 per cent of the total number
of students.

As is shown above, the many constructions put up by
the state and the cooperatives themselves have transformed
the face of the Albanian countryside. Today every new vi-

llage is built according to plan with streets, sewers, green
spaces, the necessary socio-economic buildings such as creches,
kindergartens, shops and stores, schools, hearths of culture, etc.

The building of roads, even of a seasonal character, the
regular maintenance of roads and water supply system, the
improvement of the green space, plus constructions of all
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kinds, the introduction of radio and TV sets, have given an
unprecedented impulse to the material well-being and cultu-
red life in the socialist countryside. They have raised the
mobilization of the peasantry and of the whole of socialist

society to achieve this important goal.

The working class helps the peasantry by mass labour
actions, or by the initiative of the workers to go and work
for various periods of time in the countryside, especially in
the mountain zones, by the assistance they give in the peak
of field work, the material and technical aid for the electri-

fication and hygienization of the villages, the fulfilment of
the plans which have to do with meeting the needs of the
countryside, the raising of the vanguard role of the workers
of the machine and tractor stations and the workers who live
in the village. Many other forms of assistance on the part
of enterprises and institutions of all sectors, such as spon-
soring of the cooperatives by the enterprises and institutions

of the same district, or of the cooperatives in the less deve-
loped regions, and especially in the mountainous regions,
by the cooperatives which have a more developed material
and technical base, have been used with success.

The cooperativists of the plains, who have better con-
ditions of economic development, unreservedly contribute to

the development of the hilly and mountainous zones. They
help their comrades in the mountains in a constant and orga-
nized manner with their relatively rich experience in organi-
zation of work and the application of the rules of modern
agronomy, by exchanging cadres, etc. Besides, they give them
valuable aid in selected seeds and other facilities for the
benefit of the mountainous zones. Another form of assistance
consists in the merger of the cooperatives in the plains with
those of the hilly and mountainous zones, when they border
oh each other.

The intelligentsia, on its part, plays an important role

in the spread of education, culture, the scientific know-
ledge of farming .and livestock raising, and raising of the ideo-
political level of the cooperativist peasantry.
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I

The foreign policy of the People's Socialist

Republic of Albania — a consistent policy

in conformity with the revolutionary

principles

The foreign policy of the state determines its attitude

towards important international problems and towards the

other countries, it reflects the objectives the state sets for itseli,

the essential features it has. It is a concrete manifestation

of the class nature of the state. The foreign policy is always

built to suit the interests of the classes in power, the social

and economic regime in power.

The foreign policy of the Albanian state comprises defi-

nite objectives which correspond to the interests of the wor-

king class and the working masses of the country. The fore-

ign policy of the PSR of Albania, as worked out by the

Party of Labour of Albania, is an independent, consistent

policy, in conformity with the Marxist-Leninist principles.

It has a pronounced class character. This policy relies on

the revolutionary home policy of our state, on the socialist

regime, and defends the independence, territorial integrity

and sovereignty and the revolution on an international scale.

The independence of the Albanian state in the choice and

elaboration of its foreign policy shows clearly that Albania

is absolutely free and sovereign and regulates its internal

affairs and external connections according to its own will.
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The fundamental principles and essential features of the

foreign policy of the PSR of Albania are determined by the.

socialist character of the relations of production.

In the elaboration and successful implementation of

its foreign policy, the Albanian government is always guided

by the Marxist-Leninist doctrine, by the laws of dialectical

and historical materialism. In its scientific analysis of the

events and phenomena in the world, it has revealed the

essence of the principal contradictions of our epoch and the

real motives of the aggravation of the international situa-

tion, of the social, political and economic crises, the conflicts

amongst states and the wars of aggression. In the implemen-
tation of its foreign policy, the Albanian government always

is guided by the essence of things, not the superficial aspect

of events and phenomena, and in all the circumstances has

drawn correct conclusions. The foreign policy of the PSR of

Albania has been constantly characterized by a class spirit,

by a revolutionary foresight to uncover and strike at the

opportune moment all disguised plans and schemes of the

enemies.

The foreign policy of the PSR of Albania has a profo-

undly popular character, expresses the interests of the mas-
ses, and as such, has become the concern of the working

people, who give their all-out support for it. The Albanian

people watch with great attention the developments of inter-

national policy and are informed of all actions taken by their

state in the international arena.

As is known, the construction of socialism in Albania,

the struggle of our people for the strengthening of the dic-

tatorship of the proletariat and the defence of the Homeland,

their efforts to build a secure future cannot be separated

from the international situation in which we live.

Our Party has always followed with great attention and

analysed the events and the creation of new situations, the

directions and intentions of the various political forces that

are active in the international arena, and has always maintained

a correct and principled stand in complete accord with the

teachings of Marxism-Leninism, our national interests, the

interests of the revolution and the liberation of the peoples.

The present international situation in general appears

turbulent and very tense. It is full of great contradictions and

confrontations that have embraced the whole globe and all

aspects of human society today.
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Facing imperialism, social-imperialism and their savage

aasressive and expansionist activity, facing the bourgeoisie,

KSSLSnal monopolies and their barbarous

tion, facing reaction and its ^^+^^%ĥ ^
tiplied forces stand the world proletariat jnd the steunch

revolutionaries, the peoples who are struggling for freedom

and democracy, for socialism.
fomrade

In his report at the 8th Congress of the PLA ^n^aae

Enver Hoxha said : .Everything shows that ^J^-*^
situation is full of general and local wars, just as.it ™ fraught

with liberation wars and the . revo ution.» -In this situation

the struggle of the peoples and the revolution are on the

S^nda^W as an aspiration and immediate task for their

liberation from capitalist oppression and imperialist yoke

but also as a historical necessity to destroy the warmongering

nlans of imperialism and avert a new general war.»

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has
;

always

consistently followed an open principled and ^P«f£
foreign policy which, as Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, *.

Se^ bv the principles of Marxism-Leninism and proletar an

irtemlonatism, defends the supreme interests of our sociahst

Homeland, supports the revolutionary movements of the work-

5?dS and the struggle of the peoples for freedom, mde-

^^^^f^y develops and advances steady

relyrng on its own forces, without asking anybody for credits

anrhand-outs and resolutely follows its «^

J

1*^.
and courageously voices its opinion on ^^™ âJ^™S:
and ideological problems, has created a still more iavourame

^i^V^v^nent of the international relations of

our socialist Albania. _ A ^ ,

In hi, report to the 8th Congress of the PLA,Cojm&
Enver Hoxha stressed that imperiahsm has been and *U»
the source of all aggressions and predatory wars, the source

ol dH£ disasters^ sufferings which havepastedj£
exist in the world. American imperialism and Soviet social

imperialism are contesting with one another, are

'

and manoeuvring to carry out aggressions and occupy other

countries. The two imperialist superpowers, the United States

ol America and the Soviet Union, not excluding ?«P«^*
Chim and otfier capitalist powers, are strl™?. t°

0+^nd
economic, political and military superiority over the o her and

to capture new strategic positions- This rivalry, this super-
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nower policy further complicates the situations and leads to

S^^S'Sro^ consequences in alt world relations.

bourqeois-imperMist system.*Lm the end of the Second World War to this day,

beenA^l imperii then^™'

superiority over the ^^^^^ttTae world

l^Srf^^ -

"S MS ^hefl«nonte and expansionist policy for the

estaUUhZJofZld domination, ft. anurous course
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for the preparation and incitement of war,* Comrade
Enver Hoxha said in his Report to the 8th Congress of the
PLA, «also characterize Soviet social-imperialism, the global
strategy of which and especially the ways in which it is

applied have likewise become more aggressive.*
Soviet military interventions have followed one another.

After Czechoslovakia where they intervened directly, came
Angola, Yemen, Ethiopia, Eritrea into which they intervened
by third parties. Finally came Afghanistan.

The policy of the Soviet Union has assumed the same
aggressive, expansionist, war-mongering features as those of
the United States of America. The Soviet Union, too, is seek-
ing military bases in foreign countries and creating political-
military alliances with other countries, it has a huge military
arsenal which it is constantly building up and perfecting; its
militarized economy has been placed in the service of realiz-
ing its plans of aggressions.

However, the imperialist-revisionist policy of war, op-
pression and exploitation has run into the ' great resistance of
the proletariat and the peoples of the world. Today the strug-
gle of the working class and the peoples,, oppressed and
exploited by world capital, has assumed wide proportions and
a variety of forms never seen before.

The workers' struggle is directed especially against the
consequences of the economic crisis the burden of which has
been shifted on their (backs. The increasingly acute contra-
dictions between labour and capital and the capitalist and
imperialist oppression in general are accelerating the rise in
the political and class consciousness of the proletariat and
making it conscious that it can escape oppression and exploi-
tation only through class struggle, only through revolution.

Besides the upsurge and extension of the struggle of the
working class, a general awakening of the oppressed peoples,
a strengthening of national feelings and a greater desire to
be free, independent and sovereign can be seen today. The
peoples' liberation movements have grown in extent and

.
enhanced their quality, their anti-imperialist,., anti-social-impe-
rialist and anti-neo-colonialist character has been strengthened.

The Iranian pople, who rose in revolution, and swept away
the Shah and his medieaval regime and threw out his Amer-
ican patrons, dealt a heavy blow to imperialism. The strug-
gle of the Arab peoples against .the Israeli occupiers and their
.

American patrons Has assumed greater proportions and inten-

33 - 117 A
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sity In the center of this struggle stand the heroic Pales-

? San oeopie The people of Afghanistan are lighting valiantly

against
P
the
P
Soviet social-imperialists and the local

lapkw! to regain their national independence.

The peopte of Latin America are shedding their blood

in the fight against the fascist dictatorships, which are kept

£ powei with the direct aid of American imperial^ The

UbSm and revolutionary movement there «

dpeoenine The most recent evidence of this is tne triumpn

oftCrevoluion in Nicaragua,- the outbreak of the revolution

*
^hfSricSi' continent, is not passive either Thanks to a

long and persistent struggle, the overwhelming ^m^orityof

the Africa^countries won their state independence. However,

fee people oT Namibia and South Africa are still continuing

th€i

The toternational situation and the danger of
.

war, Com-

rade Enver Hoxha said in his Report, are becoming even

more acute because of the grave economic, political and

Seologtcal crisis which has swept the capitalist and revision-

M
"hfc^and liberation struggles, the general weatog

of the positions of imperialism, which came
;
abou as

^
of the destruction of the colonial system and the ^fe^
of scores of new states, which to this or that extent are

fiehtin? to achieve complete political and economic indepen-

dence have exerted an influence, indeed a great decisive

Snce on the birth and development of the present crisis

The present crisis, which is one of over-production is

different from those of the past because it is continuing for

a Ions time and there is no sign of emerging from it. Exports

Le ^eclmtog on a world scale; the productive capacities erf

Se big industrialized countries are being utilized less and

lei ^employment and inflation in those countries are rising

continuously^ ^ ^^
poly

T
Sp

PS which has been
f

/ansformedI
in* pother

factor increasing the economic difficulties. With the P^em,

cxtata ttTZdel of the capitalist .consume society and the

formic Tories of present-day capitalism received a crush-

ing blow.

^ ^ shown th decay t

the StSTyltem in the form of capitalism which prevail^

*
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in the Soviet Union and other revisionist countries. This has

brought about disturbances in the economy, the disorganiza-

tion of the productive forces, the decline in production, the

fall in the standard of living of the working masses and
the spread of ills which bourgeois society creates.

The present-day capitalist and revisionist economy is in

a state of stagnation which is more and more degrading the

internal social relations and the relations between states. There
is an intensification of the general attack on the standard of

living and the rights of the working people. In almost all

countries, expenditure on health, education, aid for children,

pensions, etc. is being cut drastically.

In most of the capitalist countries there are mounting
demands for «strong» government, with the purpose of impos-
ing anti-worker measures on the population and keeping in
check the mounting class struggle, in some countries military
putsches are carried out, there is terrorism and anarchy,
organized by the bourgeois capitalist governments in power,
there is illegal trafficking on a colossal scale, robbery organiz-
ed on a national and international scale, and hedious, unlimited
development of physical, moral and political corruption. Fasc-
ism is knocking at the gates of many countries.

The economic crisis and the aggressive course of the
superpowers, Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his Report to
the 8th Congress of the PLA, have made all the contradic-
tions between the imperialist powers more acute and struck
heavy blows at their blocs and alliances. The members of
Western and Eastern groupings are trying to exploit various
splits and to find excuses for not abiding by the commit-
ments, treaties and agreements which exist among them. This
is more obvious especially in the Western bloc.

Today the political and economic power of the United
States is declining in comparison with that of Western Europe.
The competition from the Common Market and Japan has
become very powerful and threatening. The tendency of the
European Common Market is to oppose American dictate as
much as it can and to extend its own markets. Each of the
big states of Western Europe has begun to recreate and
strengthen its own spheres of influence on an extensive scale.
The strategy of the European monopolies is aimed at the
transformation of Europe, first into an economic superpower,
then into a political superpower, and later still into a -military
superpower.
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Already a new imperialist alliance between the United

States, Japan and China has taken form in"the Far East, and

this constitutes another danger that local wars, or a general

war, will break out. Apart from American imperialism, which

has considered the vast expanses of the Pacific Ocean as its

indisputable spheres of influence, now Japan, too, an economic

superpower with new imperial ambitions, has emerged with

hegemonic pretensions. China on its part, dreams of becoming

the sole ruler of Asia and Oceania.

The Soviet Union is making every effort to weaken the

encirclement on its two flanks — in Europe and Asia, and

to secure dominant strategic positions for an eventual war.

The contradictions and disagreements have become very

acute, also, within the so-called socialist community. The

Soviet Union itself is in such difficulties that it is no longer

able to fulfil the demands of the allied countries for a

normal development of their economies. The tendency is

observed in these satellite countries to move closer to and

collaborate with the West. The Soviet Union tries to hinder

this rapprochement and to keep the countries of Eastern

Europe bound to it with chains. The best evidence of the

grave situation in the ^socialist community>> and of the deep

contradictions eroding it, are the recent events in Poland,

Which .have led that country to the brink of economic cata-

strophe and to major social and political upheavals.

The way for the working class and people of Poland

and of all the other revisionist countries to escape capitalist

exploitation and foreign oppression is through the open and

resolute struggle against the revisionist regime in power,

against enslavement by Soviet social-imperialism, against

Western capital and reaction.

The sharpening of the contradictions among the imperial-

ist powers, as well as with their partners within their military

. and economic blocs, is increasingly leading to new tensions

and conflicts, to wars of a local and general character for

the redivision of markets, sources of raw materials and

spheres of influence. This is a law of the development of

capitalism.

«However,» Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his Report

to the 8th Congress of the FLA, «the inter-imperialist contra-

dictions and conflicts also cause the weakening of the imperial-

ist system as a whole and of its individual links. It is;-up to

the conscious revolutionary forces to know how to utilize the
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situations created by these icontradictions in order to mobilize
the masses, to make them conscious and engage them in
struggle and revolution.*

The neo-colonialist system is also in a grave crisis at

present. In order to retain their political and economic domi-
nation, to ensure the maximum exploitation of the wealth
of former colonial countries, to restrain the growth of the
liberation movements of the freedom-loving peoples, the im-
perialists have tried to find and employ new forms of op-
pression and enslavement, ever more deceptive and sophisti-

cated by means of the system of credits, loans, aid and
various funds. But besides the savage exploitation, certain
changes of the economic and social structures have occurred
in the former colonial countries, which are the result of in-

vestments, ifche introduction of new technique and technology,

the extension of communications, etc. This brought about the
creation of new local social strata such as the national bour-
geoisie, workers of various categories and a new intelligentsia,

who, the latter in particular, no longer reconcile themselves
to the forms and methods which are used for the oppression

and exploitation of their peoples. National revolutionary

consciousness is mounting everywhere. The' movement for the

establishment of national sovereignty over their own national

assets, re^evaluation of raw materials and sources of energy,

for equal exchanges with mutual benefit in international trade,

etc. has been extended. This movement has deepened the
existing economic crisis, and especially the energy and raw
materials crisis which has gripped the capitalist revisionist

world. The resistence and struggle of peoples dominated by
neo-colonialism in defence of their rights, assets and national
sovereignty is an irresistible process which will increase and
develop further in the future.

Imperialism and its system of neo-colonialist oppression
and exploitation is profoundly aware of this threat. Therefore,
it is making every effort, -using demagogy and deception here
and force there to suppress this movement.

Imperialism stimulated and encouraged the emergence of

various movements and theories such as the «non-aligned»
movement. Now however, when the rivalry between the
superpowers has increased, when the crisis has narrowed the
fields for manoeuvre, a large number of «non-aligned» coun-
tries are uniting with one or the other superpower.

Along with the splitting of the movement and the many
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conflicts between different so-called non-aligned countries,

Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his Report, the demagogic

theories so painstakingly concocted by the different leaders,

especially the Yugoslavs, who have wanted to become the

leaders and ideologists of this group, collapsed, too. Now it

has ended up as an ill-defined, fluid and fickle movement

which flares up and dies down according to the situations

which are created and the interests of the superpowers.

The Chinese theory of «three worlds» emerged as a theory

in defence of neo-colonialism and especially of the American

domination of the world, but melted away like salt crystals

in water.
In recent years there has been a great deal of propaganda

about what is called the «new international economic order»

which is supposed to salve the great tangle of problems that

are worrying the economically undeveloped countries. Around

this «new orders various theories have been created, com-

plete schemes and projects have been presented, however,

nothing will be achieved because the imperialists do not

renounce the privileges and dominant positions. The correct

course is the struggle of the peoples to defend their rights to the

end, resolute opposition to the neo-colonialist plunder, the

taking over and sovereign administration of the national assets.

Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out that American im-

perialism and Soviet social-imperialism make great efforts to

appear as two invincible superpowers. The imperialist super-

powers must be appraised as they are, neither Underestima-

ting nor overestimating them. They are powerful and ferocious,

but they are also in decay, they are worm-eaten and degene-

rate, and their foundations are shaky.

In order to escape once and for all capitalist oppression

and exploitation, the neo-colonialist yoke of foreigners and

the domination of reaction, there is no other course apart from

the revolution, the overthrow of imperialism and capitalism.

The struggle of the peoples, the struggle of the proleta-

riat against their enemies will surge ahead. It is an objective

historical process which no force can stop.

The foreign policy of Albania, as the policy of a socialist
'

state, is an open, principled, independent revolutionary and
|

internationalist policy. It is led by the principles of Marxism-
|

Leninism and proletarian internationalism, it defends the su- i

preme interests of our socialist Homeland, supports the re- •

\
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volutionary movements of the working class and the struggles

of the peoples for freedom, independence and sovereignty.

As a result of this, the voice of Albania has always been a

free, -realistic and objective voice. The policy of socialist Al-

bania has been for strengthening of sincere relations of friend-

ship and collaboration with all the freedom-loving and peace-

loving- peoples, with all those who fight against the aggressive

and hegemonic policy of imperialism.

The fact that socialist Albania bases its development and

progress on its own forces, that it consistently adheres to its

independent policy and boldly voices its opinion on all major

political and ideological questions, has created a favourable

situation for the development of its international relations.

Nowadays, our socialist country is recognized and respected

in the international arena as a sovereign state which is dis-

tinguished for its determined struggle against the super-

powers, for the preservation of peace and international se-

curity, for adherence to the fundamental principles regulating

relations between sovereign states, for its wise policy and

constructive efforts for the development of relations and

exchanges in different fields on the basis of mutual benefit

and interest. The diplomatic relations of Albania have been

extending from year to year; in 1981 it maintained diplomatic

relations with 95 states and commercial and cultural relations

with an even greater number of states.

Our state has devoted special care to relations with neigh-

bouring countries and, in a wider framework, with the Eu-
ropean countries. It holds that the participation of the majority

of the countries of Europe in the military and political blocs

of the superpowers, which do not defend but sacrifice them,

is the cause of the divisions and splits in Europe, of the

frequent tensions and confrontations between different coun-

tries of this continent. Socialist Albania has clearly expressed

its attitude towards the Helsinki Conference and the so-called

European security. Socialist Albania did not take part in it

and denounced it as a farce hatched up by the two superpowers

with the objective of guaranteeing and strengthening their

respective spheres of influence in Europe, of legalizing and
perpetuating their domination in this continent.

The events that have occurred in Europe and around it

since the Helsinki Conference have completely corroborated

and justified the stand of Albania. Time has shown that the

so-cailed ^Helsinki spirit», ^peaceful collaboration^ «the free
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circulation of people and ideas-, etc. were nothing .but hollow-
sounding slogans to deceive the European peoples, to arouse
the illusion m them that the danger of war is allegedly beingremoved and that^the maintenance of the imperialist statu!quo m Europe is their salvation.

The view of socialist Albania is that only resolute oppo-
sition to American imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism,
the liquidation of military blocs and the removal of atomicweapons and foreign troops can ensure the peace in Europe

#

Because of the strategic position which the Balkan Pe~
msula occupies and the old feuds, Comrade Enver Hoxha
pointed out in his Report to the Congress, the conflicts aremore acute and the dangers greater in this region. The si-
tuation is made even more complicated by the fact that the
superpowers, proceeding from their own interests, are trying
to set the Balkan peoples and countries against one another,
that some countries of this region participate in the miltary
and economic blocs of the superpowers, foreign military
bases exist in their territories and they permit the American
and Soviet fleets to enter their territorial waters and stay in
their ports, etc.

Our socialist state upholds the view that at present the
genuine aspirations of the peoples of the Balkans, the peace
and stability m this zone, can be served best by not allowing
the imperialist superpowers to interfere in the internal affairs
of the countries of our region and by taking concrete and
constructive measures for the positive development of relations
on the basis of the -good neighbour policy. In the future too,
socialist Albania will make every effort to ensure that mutual
respect and genuine understanding prevail in its relations
with the neighbouring states.

Albania has been guided by these principles and these
aims in its relations with Yugoslavia, too. The policy of social-
ist Albania towards Yugoslavia has always been constant
unaltered m its foundations and principles, and the attitudes
and behaviour of the Yugoslavs towards it will not make it
waver from them. The desire of socialist Albania is, as Comrade
Enver Hoxha stressed in the 8th Congress of PLA, that the
state

^
relations m different fields between the two countires

should develop normally. However, this will depend on the
stand of Yugoslavia towards socialist Albania and on its treat-
ment of the Albanians in Kosova and other parte of Yu-
goslavia which constitute an entity of nearly 2 million people
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The tragic events in Kosova in 1981 are the result of the
chauvinist policy followed towards the Albanian population,
the result of the denial of the political, economic and national
rights of the Albanians in Yugoslavia. The people of Kosova
have never been reconciled to this situation and have per-
sistently fought for the rights due to them, for the independent
development of the economy, for the right to have their own
republic within the framework of the Yugoslav Federation,
the Tight to develop their national art and culture, to become
acquainted with their own history, etc.

Socialist Albania has never interfered in the internal
affairs of Yugoslavia, but it has defended and will defend the
rights of its Albanians brothers in Yugoslavia with all its
might.

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has devoted
special care to strengthening friendly relations with Greece
In recent years these relations have assumed further develop-
ment in all fields.

.

Our state is ready to work with Italy for the further
development of normal relations in the interests of our two
peoples and for further progress of the existing relations

The relations of the PSR of Albania with Turkey have
developed and are developing more and more in the spirit of
friendship and collaboration.

Positive steps have been made in our country's friendly
relations with the French Republic. Our state has sincerely
expressed the desire that its relations with Austria, Sweden
Finland, Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland
and Portugal should be further developed and extended.

The post-Second World War British governments have
adopted hostile, anti-democratic stands towards new Albania
Apart from this, they seized the Albanian gold plundered
by the Hitlerites and to this day are still exploiting it in
their own interests. In these circumstances there can be no
fetlk of diplomatic relations between the two countries The
British government must immediately return the gold to
Albania together with the interests accrued from the arbitrary
exploitation of it. The PSR of Albania will fight against the
injustices which- have been or are ibeing done to it.

+ 4.T,

Th
t^R °f Alhaja^ is of the opinion that in regard

to the Federal Republic of Germany, with understanding on
the part of both sides over certain questions that remain
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suspended since the Second World War, difficulties to the
establishment of diplomatic relations can be surmounted.

The profound principled ideological and political disagree-
ments of our Party and state with the countries of Eastern
Europe are well-known. Without relinquishing the struggle
against modern revisionism, our state is for the normal de-
velopment of relations, for trade exchanges on the basis of
equality and reciprocal benefit with Rumania, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, the German Democratic Republic, Bulgaria and
Hungary.

Our state has supported and will continue to support to
the end and energetically the just struggle of the Arab peoples
for the liberation of the Arab territories occupied by the
Israeli Zionist aggressors. Our state desires that there is a
further development of the friendly relations of our country
with Algeria, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Lebanon, Tunisia, Egypt and
other Arab countries.

Our state maintains friendly relations with a number of
African countries such as Tanzania, Guinea, Mali, Zambia,
Zimbabwe and is for the further development of these rela-
tions. •

,

Our country has good relations also with a number of
countries of Asia. With the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
with Laos and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
our relations are developing in a friendly way. Our state has
condemnded the bloodthirsty activities of the Pol Pot clique,
a tool of the Chinese social-imperialists and it hopes that
the Cambodian people will surmount the difficulties they are
encountering and decide their own fate and future.

As a result of the hostile,- anti Albanian activity of the
Chinese leadership, apart from formal diplomatic relations,
there are no other concrete relations between our country
and China.

The Chinese social-imperialists have lined up against
our Party, our people and our country. But their acti-

vities and aims have beer/ exposed in the face of the firn
Marxist-Leninist principled stand of our Party. The lette
of July 29, 1978 of the Central Committee of the Party f

Labour of Albania and the Government of the PSR of Alban:
to the Chinese revisionist leadership, which expresses tl

political and ideological line of - the Party of Labour, is

courageous exposure of the reactionary aims and activiti
Of the Chinese revisionists. This letter and the subseque
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documents of the Party, as well as the works of great theore-
tical and practical value of Comrade Enver Hoxha, ^Imperial-
ism and the Revolution^ and Reflection on China» throw
light, with many facts and documents of irrefutable strength,

on the anti-Marxist line of the CP of China, revealing the
real motifs that have prompted the social-imperialist leader-

ship of that country into infamous and hostile actions a-

gainst sociahst Albania, into the violation of the official agree-
ments and protocols, into trumped-up accusations of all

kinds.

The correct and resolute stand of our socialist country
towards the aims and actions of the Chinese revisionists

have had wide, far-reaching response all over the world. They
have been welcomed and powerfully supported by the true
Marxists and the progressive people who express their

support for the Party of Labour of Albania, and their pro-
found aversion to the Chinese social-imperialists, as the traitors

they are and lackeys in the pay of imperialism, and of Ameri-
can imperialism in particular.

The establishment of diplomatic relations with Japan crea-

tes the conditions and paves the way for the development of

trade between the two countries. . ,

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has normal
relations with 'Mexico, Peru, Argentina, Panama and other

countries of Latin America. It is ready to establish such rela-

tions also with other countries of this continent which are

for friendly relations and commercial and cultural exchanges
with our country.

With the United States and the Soviet Union,, which are

the most savage enemies of the freedom and independence of

the peoples, of peace and security in the world, our country
has and will have no relations. Just as in the past, it will

resolutely 'continue its struggle for the exposure of their

aggressive and hegemony-seeking policy and activity.

In the future, too, the People's Socialist Republic of Alba-
nia wiill work for the development of international relations in

a positive direction. In this spirit, it will spare no efforts in

the United Nations Organization and other international orga-
nizations so as to make its contribution to the defence of

the interests and aspirations of the peoples.

The foreign policy of the Albanian state, a policy archi-

tected by the Party of Labour of Albania, is an open policy,

a consistently principled policy. This policy is aimed at further
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strengthening freedom and independence of the Homeland
safeguarding and consolidating the gains we have made onthe road of socialism, guaranteeting the communist future ofour country, a policy which contributes to the triumph of thecause of the revolution and the liberation of the peoplesThe correct and principled stands socialist Albania assumeson the international plane, our people's successful constructionand defence of socialism relying entirely on their X^orceshave won our free and independent socialist country thedeserved sympathy and respect of millions of people all overthe world. Tins is the independent political and ideologSl
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CONCLUSION

This book is an effort to throw light on the true portrait
of Albania in a most objective approach.

The informed reader certainly knows that the enemies of
Albania, and in the first place the spokesmen of the impe-
rialist powers, plot in silence against Albania, and even if so-
metimes they mention it, they endeavour to present it in an
entirely false light. Today the same attitude is adopted by
the scribes of imperialism and modern revisionism. However,
in spite of this silent conspiracy, in spite of the lies and
falsifications, the blockade and the plots concocted, in the
first place, by the American imperialists, the Soviet social-
imperialists and the Chinese revisionists, the voice of small
Albania has been heard all over the world.

The millions of honest people with democratic and prog-
ressive ideas, the millions of the revolutionaries all over
the world, who have seen how the Albanian reality has
torn the dense fog spread by the enemies of democracy,
progress and socialism, lend a more attentive ear to the voice
of Albania, try to know better the reality of this small
country in the Balkans, of this small people who have blazed
the trail of history sword in hand, who have dispelled the
centuries-old darkness and have embarked on the broad road
of socialism and communism — the future of all mankind,
with confidence and determination.

After the betrayal by the Khrushchevite revisionists and
their flunkeys, Albania, always loyal to Marxism-Leninism,
continues with success the work for the building of socialism.
Our country is a brilliant example that socialism and com-
munism are not a Utopian dream, as the ideologists of the
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bourgeoisie and modern revisionism try to) make out, but a
reality, an objective necessity, an unavoidable historical stage
through which all the- countries will bad sooner or later!

^
In the first years after Liberation rrom the nazi-fascist

bondage and from the local traitors, it was a great joy to
see the first electric power plant, the first university, the
first professional theatre, the first railroad, the promulgation
of the first law on social insurances, the creation of the
first agricultural cooperative, etc. These were great victories
for a people who emerged from the semi-feudal and semi-
colonial state and set out on the road of material and spi-
ritual progress. The word «first» was mentioned in a sense
ot triumph. The same can be said today, but in another sense
Socialist Albania is the first country in the world which
abolished taxes, wiped out malaria, and the opium of reli-
gion Albania has the most progressive Constitution in the
world. To these successes must be added the Complete elec-
trification of the country, the remarkable development of the
popular education and a long series of victories, which have
transformed Albania into a country towards which the
millions of -the revolutionaries in the world have directed
their eyes.

Socialist Albania, a backward country only 38 years ago,
is a brilliant example, its experience is studied everywhere'
Socialist Albania has attracted the hatred of the imperialists'
the revisionists and reactionaries of all colours. And it deems
this an honour. On the other hand, socialist Albania has the
friendship, sympathy and support of all the revolutionary
people of the world. And again it deems this an honour.
Albania marches ahead on its road, making an outstanding
contribution to the theory and practice of the revolution

Always loyal to the Marxist-Leninist philosophy social-
ist Albania, under the. leadership of the FLA with Comrade
Enver Hoxha at the head, will hold high the banner of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and will advance on the
brilliant road of socialism and communism.
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