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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

I~ the autumn of last year my father was gratified at
hearing from his publishers, that another edition of this
book was required to meet the demands of the public.
This information reached him at a time when he could
not possibly devote that attention to its careful revi-
sion which he considered necessary. Consequently, he
requested me to undertake this duty for him.

It has been a pleasant labour for me to supervise
these pages, as they have been passing through the
press. Not only has it revived my knowledge of the
religion of ancient Britain; but it has also re-awakened
the pleasurable recollections and the interest which I
felt twenty-one years ago when I read the proofs of the
first edition. I have renewed my acquaintance with the
sages, patriots, and heroes of ““the days of old,” who
have brought back to my mind scenes totally unlike
those of the present day. Generation after generation

"have passed in review before meé on-the great highway

of time, among some of whom the light of Christianity
shone brightly, whilst amopg-others §f them it has waned
until it has well-nigh vanished; o* has been compara-
tively eclipsed by thick-gathering errors. My convictions
of the true and right have been strengthened, and my
faith has been confirmed ; as I have again traced the
influence of those baneful and pernicious doctrines
which have impeded, and of those vital truths which
have promoted, the Gospel life of our land.
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This edition has received the benefit of some important
information, which has been the result of my father’s
recent investigations into Phenician navigation and
commerce, and which he has published in a small
volume, entitled ¢ The Cassiterides.” With this excep-
tion, I have confined my attention mainly to verbal
corrections. I have not scrupled to omit, or to add, a
few words where I have thought perspicuity required it;
and, whenever I have had any doubt about the exact
meaning intended by my father, I have consulted him :
all the alterations I have made have received his consent
and approval. I have prefixed to the text a compendious
analytical summary of the contents of each chapter, and
have considerably enlarged the Index, which, I trust,
will increase the usefulness of this volume.

Great as is the intcrval of time which separates us
from the Ancient British and Anglo-Saxon Churches,
the fallacies and mischievous absurdities which retarded
their progress are not yet extinct. These cardinal evils
are even now rife and rampant around us. It is, therefore,
hoped that the lessons of this history will do somewhat
to correct the fatal delusions of that church which is so
Catholic as to be the willing heir both of Judaism and
Paganism. Vain philosophy and anile traditions are
fetters upon the Gospel. Every adjunct to the simpli-
city and purity of its truths crushes its vitality, clogs its
strength, and hampers its action. For these tangible
and fearful evils with which pure Christianity is still
assailed, Providence, by its past government, directs us
to practical remedies.

THE EDITOR.

R¢DBROOK, CAMBORNE,
March 27th, 1865.




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

WarLe the author of the following pages has had for
many years a strong bias for the study of history, and a
great partiality for antiquarian researches, he has at the
same time been deeply impressed with the paramount
importance of scriptural truth. This disposition led
him to turn his attention to the religious condition of
ancient Britain, and now induces him to present to the
public the result of his labours. Many of the works
which have come under his notice contain much im-
portant information; but he has not found any single
volume which, in Lis judgment, was calculated to afford
a just and complete view of the religion of our country
in ancient times.

Numerous writers on this subject have been satisfied
with a very brief and meagre notice of important
events; while others, in detailing the peculiarities of
the different religious systems which have successively
prevailed, have evinced an almost entire disregard of
the great principles of Divine truth, or have spoken of
religion as entirely identified with the political and
external condition of the church as a corporate body.
When correct views have been entertained on this
point, they have mostly been buried in large and
expensive works. A small volume, therefore, affording,
within a convenient compass, and at a reasonable price,
a connected religious history of Britain in the early
ages, was thought a desideratum, especially at a time
when many professors of Christianity manifest a strong
disposition to fall back upon the authority of the
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ancient times for the countenance and support of many
opinions and practices not taught in the Holy
Scriptures.

It must, therefore, be considered important to inves-
tigate in a candid and Christian spirit the introduction
of Christianity into this country, its progress, and its
decline into superstition. The author does not suppose
that the present effort will fully meet the case; but
amidst numerous other avocations he has done what he
could. He has particularly felt the inconvenience of the
great distance at which he is placed from all large and
valuable public libraries.'

It has been the writer’s earnest endeavour to treat
the whole subject in a decidedly religious temper of
mind. One of his most valued friends, to whom the
manuscript was submitted, suggested that this course
was likely, in certain quarters, to make the work
unpopular. It may be so; although the author is
unwilling to believe that this cause will operate dis-
advantageously to any very considerable extent. He
has, however, mede his choice, and is prepared for the
result. But though he has endeavoured to maintain
throughout the work a distinct recognition of scriptural
Christianity in its pure and vital character, he has the
fullest confidence in declaring that the views which it
exhibits are not sectarian. His design has been to
assert scriptural truth, and not to give pain or offence
to any serious mind. He has attempted correctly to
delineate the early history of our own country, and
especially of its religion; and not to exaggerate or
extenuate, for the gratification and confirmation of
party prejudices.

It only remains to add, that although, in the prose- -
cution of his object, the author has freely availed him-
self of the labours of preceding writers, he has, to the
best of his knowledge, avoided relying on any but those
of acknowledged authority. The volume is now sub-
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mitted to the public, with some anxiety, yet with an
earnest hope that it may be found capable of communi-
cating to many readers some additional information
on the religious condition of our own country in the
early stages of its history.
TrevU, CAMBORNE,
March 26th, 1844.

THE author, while engaged in various pursuits, was
agreeably surprised by a demand for a second edition of
this volume. He has endeavoured to respond to this
call, in a manner which he trusts will be appreciated
by the public. The whole subject has been carefully
revised ; some important additions have been made ;
and he hopes the whole is rendered more deserving of
the kindness with which the first edition was received.

Trevu, CAMBORNE,
July 30th, 1846.
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THE HISTORY

or THE

RELIGION OF ANCIENT BRITAIN.

CHAPTER 1.

THE ANCIENT BRITONS.

To obtain a clear knowledge and a correct estimate of the
religion of the ancient Britons is very difficult. It will greatly
facilitate our apprehension of this subject if we first become
acquainted with the chief events which contributed to mould
their national character. Their origin and early political
state are closely interwoven with legends and traditions.
Notwithstanding that all the old documents which refer to these
circumstances have been patiently studied by many learned
and eminent scholars, who have supplied us with numerous
volumes as the result of their researches, the facts of these
records still remain shrouded in great obscurity. The inves-
tigation of ancient history, like the prospect of an extensive
landscape, always exhibits extremely remote objects, which
are really perceived, but which cannot be correctly defined.
Mystery hangs over what is afar off in time as well as in
space. Standing upon the summit of a lofty hill, and look-
ing at a wide range of scenery, we clearly discern its near
and contiguous features, and can easily judge of their several
forms, qualities, and relations; as the objects fall into the
background, they become more and more confused in appear-
ance, and, although all of them are sufficiently visible to
evidence their existence and locality, yet they are so vagueiy

B



2 CHAPTER 1.

observed that it is impossible strictly to mark their outlines ;
while, stretching onward to the horizon, hill and dale,.field
and forest, lose their distinctive aspect and colour in a misty,
atmospheric haze, and are so seen that we cannot exactly
tell what they are. So it is in history. We can survey the
progress of nations, and can, confident of success, pursue our
examination back as far as the light of full and accurate
annals will illuminate the past ages; but there is a distance
beyond which this light fails, and gradually fades away into
the dim glimmer of myth and fable, which baffles the
most critical, experienced, and penetrating vision. Absolute
certainty cannot be expected concerning these remote eras:
we must rest satisfied with a greater or lesser degree of
probability.

This uncertainty respecting the origin of nations has occa-
sioned some students to turn in disgust from all such inquiries,
and to pronounce them unworthy of notice. Baut there are
many and strong reasons to justify a different conclusion.
In addition to others, it may fairly be urged, that no ancient
nation with which we are acquainted presents us with any
definite point at which authentic history ceases to teach, and
beyond which there is no guide but tradition. The case we
have before us is of this kind. If we take the invasion of
Britain by the Romans, under Julius Ceesar, as a period from
which we have an authentic history of this island, it will
soon be found that, subsequently to that event, much un-
certainty hangs over many important particulars ; while it is
equally clear, that, although we possess some correct informa-
tion respecting the inhabitants of this country at that date,
the further backward we recede, the more does this uncer-
tainty increase, until we reach a time when it entirely prevails.
It will, however, be evident, that some attention must be
given to the history and character of the early inhabitants of
Britain, before we can form a correct idea of the Roman
invasion.

Such then precisely is the case with respect to the subject
under consideration. Whatever point of time is selected
for the commencement of our inquiry into the religion of
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this country, inconvenience will always result from our igno-
rance of the people in preceding periods ; unless we refer, as
far back as our slender means of information will allow, to
the earliest of its inhabitants, and, gradually descending the
stream of time, enlarge our observation, and perfect our know-
ledge in the clearer light of authentic annals.

Julius Ceesar informs us, that, when he landed in this
country, there were at least two different races of people
living on the icland. * The ioland parts of Britain,” he says,
“are inhabited by those whom fame reports to have been
natives of the soil. The sea-coast is peopled with Belgians,
These last, passing over from different parts, and settling in
the country, still retain the names of the different states
from which they are descended.” * This information,
coming to us from a person who possessed ample means of
knowledge, is worthy of great attention. We also find,
that in earlier times the Greeks had some knowledge of the
island ; and it is believed that they carried on a considerable
trade with its inbabitants, This commercial intercourse is.
fixed by various authors at a period extending from B.c.
500 to B.c. 200. At a time yet more remote, the Pheni-
cian inhabitants of Tyre, we are informed, visited the western
parts of Britain, and purchased of the inhabitants tin, and
other productions of the soil. The commencement of this
traffic is supposed to have been in a year ranging between
B.C. 1200 and B.c. 600. With the exception of the differ-
ence of opinion as to the point of time, these events are
considered to be well authenticated. . Within the period
allotted for Phenician intercourse, an ancient account states
that Britain was visited by the immediate descendants of the
Trojan heroes, who, having united together after the fall of
that city, came to this country and settled. Yet those narra-
tives do not profess to account for the origin of the firat
inhabitants of the island. But we have some remains pre-
served amongst the descendants of that people of whom
Ceesar speaks as “ natives of the so0il,” which pretend to
afford this information, stating a variety of particulars re-
‘ * De Bello Gallico, lib, v., cap. 12.

B2



4 CHAPTER I.

specting the chief and his followers who first occupied the
country.

These allusions to the first inhabitants of Britain are found
in the Welsh language. They profess to be the substance of
traditions handed down from the $imes of the Druids, and
have been preserved amongst the descendants of the ancient
Britons in the form of Triads,*—a mode of composition by
which three events, that appear to have some analogy to each
other, are arranged together. The following are selected, as
bearing immediately on the subject under consideration :—

*“IV. There are three pillars of the nation of the Isle of
Britain. The first was Hu the Mighty, who brought the

* We are aware that some writers altogether reject the authority of those
Welsh remains. Their anthenticity has, however, been investigated by
several eminent scholars, among whom we notice the following :—

Sharon Turner says: “ The historical Triads have been obviously put
together at very different periods. Some appear to be very ancient. Some
allude to circumstances about the first population and early history of the
island, of which every other memorial has perished. The Triads were men-
tioned by Camden with respect. Mr. Vaughan, the antiguary ot Hergest,
refers them to the seventh century. Some may be records ot more ancient
traditions, and some may be of more recent date. 1 think them the most
curious, on the whole, of all the Welsh remains.”—* Vindication,” p. 587.

Llwyd states, that there are two Mss. of these historical Triads ; one in the
Red Book of Hergest, imperfectly written on parchment in the fourteenth
century. 1t consists of two chapters.

The Rev. Edward Davies observes: “We find among the oldest Welsh
uss. many historical notices upon the model of the Druidical Triads, and
purporting to be the remains of Druidical ages. Their contents furnish, in
my opinion, strong evidence of their authenticity. I cannot account for
them at all upon other grounds. Many collectious of these Triads are
preserved at this day, in old copies upon vellem.”—Davies’s * Celtic
Researches,” p. 162.

The editors of the Welsh Archeology say: ““ The Triads may be con-
sidered amongst the most valuable and curious productions preserved in the
Welsh language; and they contain a great number of memorials of the
remarkable events which took place among the ancient Britons. Unfortu-
nately, however, they are entirely deficient with respect to dates; and, con-
sidered singly, they are not well adapted to preserve the connexion of history.
Y:t a collection of Triads combined together, as these are, condense more
in‘ormation into a small compass than is to be accomplished, perhaps, by any
other method ; and, consequently, such a mode of composition is superior to
all others for the formation of a system of tradition.”
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vation of the Kymry first to the Isle of Britain; and they
came from the summer country, which is called Defrobani ; ”*
(that is, where Constantinople now stands;*) ¢ and they
came over the Hazy Sea to the Isle of Britain, and to Armo-
rica, where they settled. The second was Prydain, the son
of Aedd the Great, who first organized a social state and
sovereignty in Britain ; for, before that time, there was no
justice but what was done by favour, nor any law except that
of superior force. The third was Dyvwall Moelmud ; for he
first made arrangements respecting the laws, maxims, cus-
toms, and privileges of the country and tribe. And on
account of these reasons they were called the three pillars of
the nation of the Kymry.

V. There were three social tribes of the Isle of Britain.
The first was the tribe of the Kymry, who came to the Isle
of Britain with Hu the Mighty, because he would not possess
a country and land by fighting and pursuit, but by justice
and tranquillity. The second was the tribe of Lloegrians,
who came from Gascony; and they were descended from
the primitive tribe of the Kymry. The third were the
Brython,} who came from Armorica, and who were descended
from the primitive tribe of the Kymry. These were called
the three peaceful tribes, because they came by mutual con-
sent and tranquillity ; and these tribes were descended from
the primitive tribe of the Kymry, and they had all three the
same language and speech.

V1. There were three refuge-seeking tribes that came to

* “The words included within crotchets do not belong to the original
Triad, but are the comment of some antiquarian of the twelfth century,
when, it is very probable, many documents, no longer extant, containing a
fuller account, justified the insertion of that clause, for better understanding
the Triad.”—JaMEs’s “ Patriarchal Religion of Britain,” p. 14. 8vo.
London, 1836. The Rev. Thomas Wood observes, that Defrobani is rendered
““ more correctly Dyfynbanz, or Dyfyn-albans, that is, the deep vales or
glens of Albania, a country between the Euxine and Caspian Seas.”—* Parish
Church,” p. 4.

+ “The ancient name of the Loire was Liger. Did the Lloeg'rwys give
their name to that river, or did they take their name from the river ? *

1 “ Brython, a term implying, ¢ Persons of warlike habits.’ ’—PROBERT’S
* Ancient Laws of Cambria,” p. 875. London, 1823.
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the Isle of Britain ; and they eame under the peace and per-
mission of the tribe of the Kymry, without arms and without
opposition. The first was the tribe of the Caledonians in
the north. - The second was the Irish tribe, who dwell in the
Highlands of Scotland. The third were the people of Gale-
din, who, when their country was drowned, came in naked
vessels to the Isle of Wight, where they had land granted
them by the tribe of the Kymry. They had no privilege of
claim in the Isle of Britain, but they had land and protec-
‘tion aesigned to them under certain limitations ; and it was
stipulated that they.should not possess the rank of native
" Kymry, until the ninth of their lineal descendants.”

If we could implicitly rely on this information, it would
afford a clear and satisfactory account of the original occupa-
tion of this island. But these Triads, although entitled to
great attention, are not history. They can only be regarded
as traditions delivered (perhaps orally) at a very early age,
afterwards committed to writing by the Bards, and thus
preserved to our day. In the lapse of ages, errors and cor-
ruptions may have crept into these compositions ; additions
may have been made to them; and it is certain that many
Triads, formerly known, have perished. Yet, even in their
imperfect state, they give us much intelligence respecting the
aborigines of Britain ; and it is worthy of remark, that, were
they suppressed, we should be utterly destitute of light on
this interesting subject.

As it is not our intention to enter into a lengthened
examination of these ancient remains, we will add two or
three other Triads for the purpose of showing, that they
bear internal evidence of great antiquity; and then collect
what appears to be the amount of information which we
possess respecting the firat inhabitants of our country.

“XIII, There were three awful events in the Isle of
Britain. The first was the bursting of the Lake of Floods,
and the rushing of an inundation over all the lands, until
all persons were destroyed, except Dwyvan and Dwyvack,
who escaped in an open vessel ; and from them the Isle of
Britain was re-peopled,” &c.
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“XCVIL. The three primary and extraordinary works of
the Isle of Britain : The ship of Nwydd Nav Neivion, which
brought in it a male and female of all living things, when
the Lake of Floods burst forth; the large horned oxen of
Hu the Mighty, thet drew the crocodile from the lake of the
land, so that the lake did not burst forth any more ; and the
stone of Gwyddon Ganhebon, upon which all the arts and
sciences in the world are engraven.”

“XCIL. The three inventors of song and record of the
Kymry nation : Gwyddon Ganhebon, who was the first in
the world that composed vocal song; Hu the Mighty, who
first applied vocal song to strengthen memory and record ;
and Tydain, the father of poetic genius, who first conferred
art on poetic song, and made it the medium of record.
From what was done by these three men, originated Bards
and Bardism ; and the privilege and institutes of these things
were organized by the three primary Bards, Plennydd,
Alawn, and Gwron.”

The thirteenth Triad, just quoted, evidently refers to the
general deluge ; and the circumstance, that this awful event
is supposed to have taken place in Britain, serves to prove the
extreme antiquity of the tradition ; while the account given
of the building of the ship, the entire destruction of all the
creatures who were not admitted into it, the preservation
of a male and female of all living things ; the allusion, even
at that time, to a stone being saved which had the arts and
sciences engraven on it, and the celebration of the author of
this knowledge, as living prior to the hero of Britain, Hu
the Mighty :—all this bears such striking similarity to the tra-
ditions preserved among the most ancient nations in the east-
ern part of the world, that we cannot conceive the possibility
of its having been invented in any period of the dark ages :
it therefore strengthens our confidence in the general teach-
ing of the Triads.

Another point of importance is, that the person who is
celebrated as having first led his tribe into Britain, which
was before- that time uninhabited, is also said to have been
the patriarch who was preserved at the deluge. This pre-
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cisely accords with the traditions of the most important
primitive nations. Thus we find the Phenicians tracing
their ancestry upwards to the first man ; the Persians iden-
tifying their Mahabad both with Adam and Noah ; the Chal-
deans recording ten generations of kings before the Deluge ;
the Indians connecting the origin of their nation with the
original pair; and the Egyptians extending their kingdom
into antediluvian times. Now it will be immediately seen,
that such traditions, wherever they exist, always go to prove
that the nation holding them was peopled by a branch of
Noah’s family sooun after the dispersion from Shinar; or that
the first inhabitants of such countries, however long they
might have wandered on their way, had never obtained a set-
tled location in any other country.

If, for instance, Hu Gadarn and his company had been a
part of the surplas population of Gaul or Germany, whose
ancestors had -lived for ages in either of those places, and
who had journeyed thence into Britain; how could the
leader in such an enterprise have been associated with the
patriarch of the ark? How could their newly-acquired
home have been regarded as the principal scene of the
deluge? Would not all their recollections and traditions
refer to the parent country from whence they had so recently
come? But in a case like that of Egypt, when Misraim, the
grandson of Ham, as the patriarch of his tribe, leaves Shinar,
and journeys with them to their destined territory, nothing
appears more reasonable than that the posterity of such per-
sons should, in process of time, associate all their knowledge
of the history of the first ages with the character and person
of their first leader and sovereign, by whom they stood
directly related to the primitive family.* Such would also

* The several particulars in which the Triads exhibit the prominent cir-
cumstances connected with the patriarch of the ark, and thus identify Hu
the Mighty with Noah, are shown by Mr. Davies in the following form :—

“1. He lived in the time of the flood ; aud,

‘2. With his oxen, he performed some achievements which prevented &
repetition of that calamity.—Triad xc.

8. He first collected together, or carried, the primitive race; and,

“4. Formed them into communities or families,—Triad lvii.
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be the case, when several generations intervened between the
second father of the world and the leader of a colony, pro-
vided his followers acquired no settled residence before they
reached their ultimate destination.

As far, therefore, as we can depend upon those British
traditions, they would lead us to believe, that the first set-
tlers here were a branch of the family of Japheth, who, after
journeying across the continent of Europe, finally settled in
this island. This conjecture is of great antiquity. Theo-
philus, who was bishop of Antioch in the year 160, says,
that ‘“ Asiatic emigrants arrived in Britain soon after the
dispersion from Babel.”

Vain would it be to speculate on the exact time when this
colonization was effected. The early history of Earope
affords abundant evidence that it was traversed in very remote
times by nomadic hordes, who journeyed from place to place,
supporting themselves by pasturage and hunting, occasion-
ally staying in one locality long enough to obtaip a harvest
from the soil cf sowe fertile district, which would then be
abandoned, and another journey commeunced. In this career,
different families would break off in succession from the
parent stock, and take up their settled residence in the
several countries through which they passed.

In this manner, there is reason to believe, the great family
of the Kymry, Kymbri, or Kymerians, as they have been

5. He first gave traditional laws for the regulation and government of
society.—Triad xeii.

“6. He was eminently distinguished for his regard to justice, equity, and
peace.—Triad v.

“7. He conducted the several families of the first race to their respective
settlements in the various regions.—Triad iv.

‘8. But he had instructed this race in the art of husbandry, previous to
their separation.—Triad lvi.

“All the primitive natious give an account somewhat similar of the
destruction of the old world by water, and of the preservation of a single
family in a boat or ark. Yet all of them make the boat to rest npon some
mountain, or on the bank of some river or lake, in their own territories,
where some distinguished personages amongst their own ancestors are put
toland. A Aistory thus circumstanced could not have been borrowed from
strangers; the nations must have derived it in a direct line from their
common parents.”—** Celtic Researches,” pp. 164, 165.

B
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variously called, journeyed from the Thracian Bosphorus.
Having roamed over Europe, and arrived at the coast washed
by the German Ocean, one of their tribes, desirous of taking
up a settled abode, and indisposed to be subject to those
aggressions which numerous and powerful bodies were likely
to make on small and peaceable settlements, crossed the sea,
and took up their residence in this island. As we have
already observed, the precise date of these events cannot
now be ascertained. We know that the Kymri were in
Europe in the time of Homer; but it is not known whether
he alludes to the principal body, or to a tribe who remained
bebind them in the eastern part of Europe.

We are aware that the Triads may appear a flimsy found-
ation for any opinions on this subject. But it should be
remembered, that our knowledge of the early history even of
Greece and Rome rests on accounts which are so involved in
fable, that it has heen found utterly impossible to separste
the matters of fact from the creations of fancy; and yet a
perusal of these is a necessary introduction to an intimate
acquaintance with the origin of those celebrated nations.
Whatever opinion therefore may be formed of the Welsh
records, it may be safely asserted, that the general scope of
their teaching is consistent with itself, and harmonizes with
the early traditions of almost every other ancient people.

It is beyond our province to follow the speculations in
which the learned have indulged respecting the particular
branch of the family of Japheth, from whom our ancestors
descended : it will be sufficient to have shown their probable
origin, and to add, that, according to the authorities which
we have cited, the original colony was followed by two
others. These were all members of the great Kymry family.
Afterwards, we are told, three other parties came; and, by
the consent of the original proprietors of the island, had
portions of land assigned to them, under certain limitations.
The terms which the Triads state are remarkable for their
wisdom and simplicity : It was stipulated, that they should
not possess the rank of native Kymry till the ninth of their
lineal descendants.”” Thus they had a conatant motive to
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good order and obedience to the laws,—a motive which
acquired increasing influence with each succeeding genera-
tion, until they merged into the great body of the nation.

The following reasoning and facts have been given, for the
purpose of showing that the ancient Britons were descended
from Ashkenaz, the son of Gomer, the son of Japheth :—

“ Herodotus, who has been justly termed the Father of
History, because one of the oldest and best historians uncon-
nected with the Bible, and who flourished about 450 =.c.,
has given some account of all the nations that were then
known. He eays, that the most remote inhabitants of the
west of Europe were the Kynetse. His words are these:
‘ Commencing with the Celtee, who, except the Kynetee, are
the most remote inhabitants in the west of Europe.’” The
Celtee were the ancient Gauls who inbabited the country
that skirted the German Ocean, now called France, the
Netherlands, &c. Beyond these, to the west, were no
countries except Britain and Ireland. Consequently, the
Kynetee,* whom Herodotus places to the west of the Celte,
must have been the inhabitants of the British Isles. The
name was anciently acknowledged by the aboriginal Britons.

¢ Aneurin, a British bard of the sixth century, in the .
conclusion of his Gododin, distributes the aborigines of the
British Isles into three distinct tribes or colonies, according
to the order in which they had arrived ; namely, the Cynt,
(pronounced Kynt,) a Gwyddie, a Phydin : © the Kynt, the
Irish, and the North Britons ;* making the Kynt, or Kynetse
of Herodotus, the first tribe that landed in Britain. Ash-
Kenaz and Kynt, or Kynetee, are likewise names so clearly
identified, ae to show that the latter were originally sprung
from the former.

“ Furthermore, Ashkenaz being the eldest son of Gomer,
who was the eldest son of Japheth, who was the eldest son of

* It is worthy of observation, that the part of Britain nearest the con.
tinent, and within sight of Gaul, which is now called Kent, always bore a
similar designation, one that is very analogous to the Kynete of Herodotus,
and the Cynt of the ancient Britons. Hence the Latins called it C‘antmn.
and the Saxons Kanti-wara-syke, or, “ Kentish-men’s country.”
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Noah, his descendants called themselves Cymry, (pronounced
Kymry,) which means, in plain English, ¢the first race.’
Hence the Greek writers, adopting their own term, called
them Kimmerioi, and the Latins, Cyméri; and Cymry is the
name by which the aborigines of Britain have uniformly
distinguished themselves, from the remotest antiquity up to
the present moment. And their own langusge, which they
have retained through all revolutions, they have invariably
called Cymriieg, which means  the language of the aborigines,’
or ¢ the language of the first race.”” *

The latter opinion appears to afford a much more proba-
ble origin of the term Kymry than that which refers to
primogeniture.

If we have been thus far right in our conjectures, the first
population of Britain must, in their character and circam-
stances, have borne some analogy to those patriarchal tribes
which in early times traversed Western Asia, and of whom
we may form an idea from the account which the holy
Scriptures give of Abraham and his descendants. They
would, therefore, be characterized by great simplicity of
manners, while they, nevertheless, possessed extensive infor-
mation. With this knowledge, however, we can easily con-
ceive the co-existence of great ignorance of the bandicraft
arts, and of the other productive causes of the comforts and
conveniences of civilized life. Their long journeying and
unsettled state of life, must have been very unfavourable to
the cultivation of the manual arts. The want of implements
and of materials would be severely felt; and therefore, on
settling in Britain, they would have to bend all their energies
to the production of the bare necessaries of life.

Having no more ample information of their progress or
condition, we now direct our attention to the fact of Pheni-
cian intercourse, and the circumstances connected with the
trade which it produced.

The Phenicians were the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon,
and a small landed district in the vicinity of these cities on
the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Because of

* Jauxs’s “ Patriarchal Religion of Britain,” p. 18.
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their limited territory and their peculiar genius, their princi-
pal occupations were navigation and commerce ; and such was
their success in these pursuits that their riches and power
appear to have equalled those of most of the great uations
of autiquity. As their annals have perished, we have no
means of ascertaining the precise period at which their
prosperous career commenced. Tyre is said by Hales to
have been built B.c. 2267.* It was founded by a colony
from Sidon. This parent city, named after the eldest son
of Canaan, arose in an age so remote that no existing record
or tradition refers to it. Joshua, A.M. 1602, called it the
¢ great Sidon.” (Joshua xi. 8; xix. 28.) In the days of
Homer, the commercial and manufacturing skill of this
people had become widely celebrated. He speaks of their
embroidered female dresses, and silver cups curiously wrought;
and says, that the Sidonians * were skilled in many arts.”t
The prophet Ezekiel, B.c. 595, gives a particular description
of the riches and extent of Tyrian commerce; and clearly -
exhibits such an extended intercourse with foreign nations,
as could only have arisen from a long-continued course of
commercial enterprise. (Ezek. xxvii., xxviii.) And, as a
further proof that the Phenicians had, about this time,
attained their utmost skill in navigation, Herodotus informs
us,} that, just before this period, (B.c. 600,) Pharaoh Necho,
king of Egypt, sent a Phenician fleet to circumnavigate
Africa. He says, “The Phenicians embarked in the Ery-
threan (Red) Sea, sailed into the Southern Ocean, and, when
autumn was come, went ashore on that part of the coast of
Africa which they had reached, and sowed corn. Having
waited till the harvest, and having obtained supplies of
provisions, they again put to sea. After thus navigating for
two years, in the third they arrived at the Pillars of Hercules,”
(the Straits of Gibraltar,) ‘“and returned safely to Egypt. -
They stated on their return, that they had sailed entirely

* HaLEs’s * Aualysis of Chronology,” vol. i., p. 444. Second Edition.
8vo. London, 1830.

+ Iliad. lib. vi., 289 ; xxiii,, 748 ; Odyss., xv., 116-118.

t Melpomene, cap. xlii.
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round Africa, and had the sun on their right hand. This
Jact appears to me incredible ; but it may not to another.
It was in this manner that Africa was known for the first
time.”

It will be seen, that the striking fact which the bistorian
could not believe attests the truth of the entire account.
Another important service is rendered by this extract: it
clearly shows that while the Phenicians were able to accom-
plish voyages which even now are considered of high import-
ance, the wisest of the Greeks were but children in geo-
graphical knowledge. Herodotus himself could not believe
that the sun would be seen on the right hand in peassing
round the southern point of Africa.

If this estimate of the proficiency of the Phenicians in
navigation appears improbable, it should be remembered that
the learned Fuller asserts, they were well acquainted with
the use of the magnet, the knowledge of which they endea-
voured by all possible means to conceal from others; and
that Homer, speaking of the skill and success with which
naval enterprises were conducted about the era of the Trojan
war, seems to intimate that certain mariners possessed some
mysterious power or occult knowledge, of which the world in
general was utterly ignorant :—

“ So shalt thou instant reach the realm assign’d,
Tn wondrous ships, self-moved, instinet with mind ;
No helm secures their course, o pilot guides;
Like ma, intelligent, they plough the tides,
Conscious of every coast and every bay,
That lies beneath the sun’s all-seeing ray :
Though clouds and darkness veil the’ encamber’d sky,
Fearless through darkness and through clouds they fly :
Though tempests rage, though rolls the swelling main,
The seas may roll, the tempests rage in vain.
Even the stern god that o’er the waves presides,
Safe as they pass, aud safe repass, the tides,
With fury burns; while, careless, they convey, .
Promiscuous, every guest to every bay.”

Odyss., lib. viii.

From these statements it will appear, that the great era of

Phenician navigation and commerce extended from B.c. 1600



THE PHENICIANS TRADE WITH BRITAIN 15

to B.c. 500. We have therefore to inquire in what portion
of this time they carried on a trade with Britain. Some
light may be cast on this question by considering, that the
articles which were exported from this island, and for which
it was celebrated in all antiquity, were tin and lead. Now,
if it be true, that those articles were obtained only from
Britain and Spain to supply Western Asia, as well as Greece
and Egypt, it will follow, that those places must have been
explored at a very early period. For Moses speaks of tin
and lead as being found among the spoils of the Midianites
B.C. 1450 ; and Homer also alludes to these metals. Yet
the opinion, that those metals were only procured from the
west of Europe, is countenanced by Pliny, who, having
referred to the use of tin during the Trojan war, states, that
it was found with lead in his day both in Portugal and
Galicia; but that the best kind was obtained in most
abundant quantities in Britain; aud adds, that the Indians,
having none of these metals, were content to barter pearls
and precious stones by way of exchange for them.* Hero-
dotus, also, who wrote five hundred years before Pliny,
states, that the tin used in Greece was procured from the
islands called the Cassiterides, with which, however, he
acknowledged that he was unacquainted. Yet, in the same
account he shows, that the Baltic had been explored for
commercial purposes; intending by the Eridanus, not the
Italian river of that name, as some have mistakenly sup-
posed, but the Rho-daune, which empties itself into the
Vistula, near Dantzic.t

But, not to rely on this circamstance, which, to say the
least, renders the early discovery of Britain by the Pheni-
cians probable, we are assured that the expedition of the
Phenician Hercules into the West was undertaken about
three hundred years before Jason sailed to Colchis, which was
at least a generation before the Trojan war. This was the
voyage ascribed to Melcarthue, who is said to have visited
the coasts of Africa, Spain, and even Britain, as far as

* PrINu Nat. Hist., lib. xxxiv., cap. 16, 17.
t+ Thalia, cap. cxv., with Larcher’s note in Beloe’s Translation.
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Thulé.* This account would place the discovery of Britain
about B.c. 1500. Yet, whatever doubts may rest on the
exact period when this voyage was performed, it is certain
that during its progress a settlement was effected at Gades
(Cadiz) in Spain, where afterward a splendid temple to the
- Tyrian Hercules was built.

The establishment of the Phenicians at Cadiz is an
unquestionable historical fact. Mr. Kenrick, who has most
elaborately investigated the subject, says, ¢ The first event in
the history of the Phenicians, to which a date can be
assigned, is the foundation of Gades, in the twelfth century
before Christ.” + But long before this, tin was known in
Greece and Western Asia. And as we can find no vestige of
information of this metal having been procured from the last,
the inevitable induction is, that Phenician commerce with
the West was carried on at a mach earlier time. It can
scarcely be supposed that an expedition of such magnitude as
that ascribed to Melcarthus could have been made into coun-
tries with which the Phenicians were entirely unacquainted,
It is probable, therefore, that occasional voyages had been
made into the Atlantic Ocean, and that sufficient information
of the resources of Western Europe had been procured to
lead to the expedition of which Diodorus speaks as one of the
labours of Hercules, but which certainly was the work of the
Phenician hero Melcarthus.}

Bat although Diodorus, misled by the name, and following
the fashion of his day of attributing every great work to-
Grecian enterprise, confounded the Tyrian navigator with
the son of Alcmena, the two persons were essentially differ-
ent in all the prominent features of their character. Unlike
the warlike hero ‘of this name, so conspicuous in the
Mythologies of Greece and Rome, the Tyrisn Hercules was
celebrated and adored for his exploits in navigation and
commerce. He was also called Melcarthus, or Melicertes,

* M. Huer's “History of the Commerce and Navigation of the
Ancients,” chap. x.

+ KEnBIck’s “ Phenicia,” p. 124.

1 See my * Cassiterides,” pp. 98-108.
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that is, ““ King of the City ;”” and is considered the most
ancient of those to whom important discoveries in the art of
navigation and commerce have been ascribed. His name of
Hercules is derived from the Phenician word Aarokel, which
signifies ““a merchant.”” He gained for himself a never-
dying reputation by the success of his maritime enterprises.

In order, however, to form any idea of the extent of these
in the Western Ocean, it is necessary that we follow the
principal points of this legend, as far as we can find them
supported by real historical evidence or existing facts, in
order to perceive the strong probability, not to say certainty,
of Britain having become known to the Phenicians at this
period, if not before.

The first point in Western Europe to which the Phenician
expedition appears to have been directed was Gades. Here
it was opposed by three princes, sons of the king, with three
armies; but they were defeated and slain by the superior
power of the invaders. Having vanquished all his foes, and
obtained possession of the island on which Gades was after-
ward built, with as much of the country about Tartessus as
he required, Melcarthus proceeded northward.

We next find him taking possession of Cape Artabri,
where. he is said to have made a settlement, and to have
established an important location on the site of the present
Corunna. This is attested by ample evidence. We have
only to cast our eye on the map of Europe to see the import-
ance of this position to any commercial power having posses-
sion of Cadiz, and wishing to prosecute mercantile operations
in the North of Europe. Here, we are assured by ancient
authors, that altars were erected in honour of the Phenician
Hercules ; and it is an undoubted fact that here he built a
¢ pharos,” or lighthouse, for the guidance of his commercial
marine in those seas, which was dedicated to Hercules. This
old tower, having fallen into decay, was repaired or rebailt
by the Romans, who consecrated it to Mars.: Its remains
atill exist, bearing a Latin inscription confirming the tradition
that it was originally built by the Phenicians, and dedicated
to Hercules. Malte-Brun conjectures that the modern name
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of this town is derived from a corruption of the name of this
pharos. These buildings were frequently called columna, from
their resemblance to a column, which he thinks has been
changed into Corunna.*

Having secured his conquests in Spain, Diodorus tells us
that the Phenician hero proceeded further north, through
Celtica, (Gaul,) putting *““an end to the usual impieties and
murdering of strangers,” and founding a city, which he called
Alesia, on account of the length of his expedition. This
town (the modern Arras) was built on a hill, in a very strong
position, about fifty miles from the coast, and nearly midway
between Boulogne and Dieppe. Concerning this place Dio-
dorus adds, * The Celtee at this day have a great esteem and
honour for this city, as being the chief and metropolis of all
Gaul ; and ever since the time of Hercules it has remained
free, and never been taken by any to our very days; till at
length Caius Ceesar took it by storm, and so it came into
the hands of the Romans.”” + Ceesar confirms the account
of Diodorus as to the capture of this city, by informing us that
it was the scene of the last stand made by Vercingetorix
against the Romans, and that here this Gallic chief fell with
Alesia into the power of the imperial conqueror.}

But what is still more remarkable, is the fact that at
Alesia also time-honoured reports confirm the statements of
Diodorus. We are assured * that, according to tradition,
Alesia was founded by Hercules; which would imply that
the place had been originally a Phenician stronghold, for the
purposes of inland traffic.”§ This tradition is supported by
the fact that this town was supposed to be the firat place
where the art of tinning articles of metal and plating with
silver was invented,—circumstances which appear to identify
it with Phenician arts and influence. The account proceeds to
state that, after he had founded Alesia, he fought with the
giants Albion and Bergion. |

* Marre-Brun's Geography, vol. viii., p. 72.

+ Dioporus SicuLus, lib. iv., cap. 1.

t De Bello Gallico, lib. vii., cap. 78-89.

§ Ibid., lib. xvii., cap. 79, note. Bohn’s Edition.
| Bryant’s Anal, An, Mythol., vol. ii., p. 841.
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We bave thus traced the prominent particulars of this
legend, and found them confirmed by ancient traditions and
existing facts, until the Phenician expedition must have
been brought within sight of the white cliffs of Britain. And
having done this, without attaching importance to the
legendary conflict of Hercules with the giant Albion, we pre-
sume that few people will, under all these circumstances,
believe that an expedition intended for commercial discovery
would omit to investigate the resources of such a country
as Britain. Indeed, that they did so, is proved by the
fact, that for ages afterwards they were the only whole-
sale merchants of tin,—an article which was only produced
in large quantities in this island, and which, Pliny asserts,
Melicertes first brought from the Cassiterides.* The wor-
ship of this hero by the British Druids as the Tyrian Her-
cules, which will be mentioned more particularly hereafter,
is strongly confirmatory of this opinion, and is attested not
only by other evidence, but also by the discovery at Col-
chester in Essex of an altar with an inscription in Greek
characters, which, when translated, reads as follows : * The
oblation of the high priest to the Tyrian Hercules.” +

Gades was the great entrepdt through which their traffic
was carried on. From this place a regular trad® with
Britain was maintained ; and a variety of articles, both of
export and import, were bought and sold. On this point,
the testimony of Strabo is very explicit. He says:  Anciently
the Phenicians alone engrossed this market, hiding the
navigation from all others. When the Romans followed the
course of a vessel, that they might discover the situation, the
jealous pilot wilfully stranded his ship, misleading to the
same destruction those who were tracing him. Escaping
from the shipwreck, he was indemnified for his losses out of
the public treasury.”

¢ As Herodotus intimates that the Cassiterides were, with
respect to Greece, in the farthest parts of Europe; as Aris.
totle talks of Keltic tin, and Strabo describes both these

* Nat. Hist., lib. vii., cap. 56.
1 Sz WiLLiax BeTHAN’S “ The Gael and the Cimbri,” p. 96,
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islands and Britain to be opposite to the Artabri, or Gallicia
in Spain, but northward, and places them in the British cli-
mate; as in another passage he states them to be productive
of tin, obviously connecting them at the same time with the
British Islands; and, in another part, as being in the open
"sea north from the port of the Artabri of Gallicia ; the most
learned, both at home and abroad, have believed the Cassi-
terides to have been some of the British Islands.” *

This opinion is rendered extremely probable by the fact,
that while the tin of Britain was highly celebrated in ancient
times, it is not pretended that there was any other island or
tin-producing country situated near the region designated
by Strabo.

For fixing upon Cornwall and the Scilly Isles as the Cas-
siterides of the ancients, there is not only ample authority
in the preceding facts, but the following passage from Dio-
dorus Siculus, by exhibiting this trade as it continued to the
time of the Romans, appears to be decisive. He says : ¢ They
that inhabit the British Promontory of Balerium, by reason
of their converse with merchants, are more civilized and
courteous to strangers than the rest are. These are the
people that make the tin, which, with a great deal of care
and labour, they dig out of the ground; and that being
rocky, the metal is mixed with some veins of earth, out of
which they melt the metal, and then refine it. Then they
beat it into four-square pieces like to a die, and carry it to a
British Isle near at hand, called Ictis; for, at low,tide, all
being dry between them and the island, they convey over in
carts abundance of tin in the mean time. Hence the mer-
chants transport to France the tin which they buy of the
inhabitants.” +

The Phenicians, having discovered this country, purchased
of the inhabitants tin, lead, iron, corn, cattle, and hides;

* SHaroN TurNER'S Anglo-Saxon History, vol. i., pp. 62, 53.

+ Dioporus Sicurus, lib. v., cap. 2. Some writers have supposed,
that, by the Ictis of Diodorus, the Isle of Wight is meant; but it is much
more probable that St. Michael’s Mount is intended, as it is in the imme-

diate vicinity of the tin veins, and in other respects answers to his descrip-
tion; which the Isle of Wight does not.
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and furnished them with salt, pottery, and vessels of brass.
Without pretending to strict accuracy in such an obscure
point, we shall perhaps best follow the indications which the
general scope of the subject presents, by placing the com-
mencement of this intercourse about =s.c. 1500, although it
is computed by Mr. Aylett Samnes to have begun two or
three centuries later.*

But, whenever this trade began, it must have exerted a
powerful and salutary influence upon the inhabitants of this
country, especially upon those of its western peninsula. A
constant commercial intercourse with the most polished
nation of Western Asia would introduce some measure of
refinement, and some degree of cultivation, into Britain.
The extent of these, and the varied and interesting manner
of their development, cannot now be ascertained. No
Tacitus was alive to record its progress; or if at Gades or
Tyre such memorials were made, they have long since sunk
into oblivion.

Passing on from this particular,t we notice the account
which speaks of the Trojan visit to Britain. This is derived
from a work by Geoflry of Monmouth, which is said to be a
Latin translation of an old English Chronicle. It states,
that a Trojan chief, named Brutus, who was the great-
grandson of the famed Zneas, having accidentally killed his
father as he was hunting in oue of the Italian forests, and
being, in consequence, obliged to leave that country, with-
drew to Greece, where he found the descendants of those
Trojans who had been transported thither after the sacking
of Troy, in a state of bondage. He put himself at their
head, and offered to conduct them to another country; for
which they sailed along the coast of Africa, until they arrived
at the Straits of Gibraltar. Thence they kept along the
coast of Spain, winding to the north and north-east, until
they reached Gaul, where they ajtempted to settle; but,

* SAMNES’S Brilannia Antiqua Illustrata. Fol. London, 1676.

+ This subject may be further pursued by reference to WHITAKER’S
“ Manchester,” snd “ History of the Britons;” TurNER’s “ History of
the Anglo-Saxons,” vol. i.; SAMNES’S Brifannia; JaMEs’s * Patriarchal
Religion,” &e.
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being forced to quit by the powerful opposition of the natives,
they sailed across to Britain, and landed at Totness in Devon-
shire. The legend proceeds to state, that, having vanquished
the original inhabitants, Brutus divided the country among
his followers, and that from him descended a line of kings
which continued unto the time of the Saxons. It will not
be necessary to dwell on this account. The question is not,
whether the pretended history of Geoffry is to be received or
rejected ; his composition is 80 obviously fabulous, that on it
no dependence can be placed. Baut it does become a subject
of inquiry, whether Geoffry invented this tale, or whether he
did not enlarge and dramatize some traditions which he
found floating down the stream of time. The latter con-
jecture appears to be the most probable. This will be seen
from the fact, that while Geoffry wrote in the twelfth century,
the outline of this same account is found in the writings of
Nennius, who lived in the ninth.*

It is a remarkable circumstance, that the notion of the
Trojan fugitives forming numerous settlements in various
parts of Europe has been taken up and recorded by many
ancient authors. ¢ Thus Tacitus mentions an opinion of
the Germans, that Ulysses was driven into the Northern
Ocean, and built there Asciburgium ; and that an altar dedi-
cated to Ulysees, with the name of Laértes his father, was
found there. A Trojan colony is stated to have founded
Trapano in Italy. Virgil intimates, that Antenor founded
Padua. Pliny stations Dardani in Mcesia, which he extends
from the Pontus to the Danube ; and Strabo enumerates the
Dardanidee among the Illyrians. But the tradition more
immediately connecting itself with the intimations of Nen-
nius, is that noticed by Ammianus Marcellinus, that some
Trojans, flying from the Greeks, and dispersed all around,
occupied regions in Gaul, then uninhabited.” +

Taliessin, a British Bard of the sixth century, frequently
mentions Troy, and seems to allude to the same tradition.

* Sk WiLruiax BeTHAM'S “The Gael and the Cymbri,” pp. 291- 814.

8vo. Dablin, 1834.
+ TurNER’s ““ History of the Anglo-Suxons,” vol. i., p. 64.
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And Pedro de Rosas, in his History of Toledo, makes the
following statement : ‘ After the Celts, and as it were at
the same time, came certain Greeks, bound for England and
Ireland, and landed at Corunuva.” Their chieftains, accord-
ing to Florian de Campo, and Don Rodrigo Ximenes, two
other Spanish writers, were ‘“Roman consuls,” the one
called Tolemon, the other Brutus,  while the colony itself
consisted . of Greeks.”” * This striking coincidence of the
Chronicles of Spain must materially add to the credibility of
the tradition on which Geoffry has bailt his story.

We have seen already, that the Greek writers had some
knowledge of Britain : it will be important for us to notice
the period and character of their intercourse with this island.

Here, however, our means of information are very limited ;
nor need we be surprised that Greek writers have not said
more of Britain, when we find that neither Herodotas,
Xenophon, nor any other ancient Greek writer, has even
mentioned Rome, although it lay so much nearer to their
own country, and was at that time rapidly rising into great-
ness.t

About 600 B.c. a colony of Greeks, expelled from Asia by
the Persians, railed to the coast of Gaul, and founded the
city of Marseilles. Here, devoting themselves to commercial
and maritime pursuits, they created a mart for the principal
trade of the West. It appears, therefore, very probable,
that this people would soon become acquainted with the
commerce carried on with Britain, and as readily estimate
its importance.

The excessive cantion with which the Phenicians kept the
knowledge of this trade from every other nation, has been
already noticed ; and this, perhaps, accounts for the obscu-
rity and inaccuracy of some of the ancient statements
respecting the British Islands, and also for the ignorance of
the Greeks on the subject. When, howerver, they had an
important settlement so near to the Straits of Hercules, and
precisely in the line of tramsit, they must necessarily have

* Jauges's “ Patriarchal Religion of Britain,” p. 22,
+ AnpErson’s “ History of Commerce,” vol. i., p. 61.
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obtained some knowledge of it. This is rendered more pro-
bable, because the Phocean Greeks, before they left Asia,
were expert in navigation, and had made voyages to the
Adriatic, and even to the coast of Spain.*

Soon after the building of Marseilles, a Greek colony, sent
from Samos, and destined for Egypt, was driven by violent
winds down the Mediterranean, and quite through the
Straits of Gibraltar, on the coasts beyond which they formed
settlements.t+ This prompted the inhabitants of Marseilles to
explore those seas. They accordingly sent Pytheas to make
discoveries in the Atlantic Ocean. He sailed from Marseilles,
after having made an observation to determine its latitude,
which enabled Eratosthenes and Hipparchus to calculate it
with a precision which modern astronomers have found
exact.] He coasted Spain, Portugal, and the British Channel ;
and passed along the eastern coast of Britain, till he reached
the island which he has called Thulé. He is supposed to
have gone to the sixty-eighth degree of latitude.§ From the
fragments of his narrative which remain, it is evident that
Britain was a principal object of his examination. This
voyage took place about B.c. 330. And we have evidence
that, soon after this period, the Greeks visited Britain, and
carried on a trade with its inhabitants. For Polybius, a’
Greek, who flourished about B.c. 146, promised to write an
account of the British Isles, and of the mode of preparing
tin ; & promise which Strabo says he performed, although
the work is now lost. From this time down to that of
Julius Ceesar, there can be no doubt that the Greeks con-
tinued to carry on a commercial intercourse with the western
portion of this island. Hence Diodorus, in a passage already
given, speaks at large of the tin-trade; and says that the
metal was carried from Cornwall to France, then across
that country to Marseilles and Narbonne, from whence it
was trans-shipped to the East.

* Heroporvs, lib. i., cap. 163-167.

+ BoRLASE’s ““ Antiquities of Cornwall,” p. 32. Fol. Loudon, 1769.

} Turner’s “ History of the Anglo-Saxons,” vol. i., p. 60.
§ Boriask’s “ Autiquities of Cornwall,” p. 33.
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In addition to this commercial intercourse, we have express
informmation from Ceesar, that the several states on the con-
tinent opposite to Britain had sent colonies to various parts
of the eastern coast of the island. These retained their
original designation, and were, as a people, quite distinct
from the aboriginal inhabitants, who, it would appear, had
retired before those intruders to the western parts of the
country.

The small amount of knowledge which we possess on this
subject is spread over fourteen centuries: it consequently
becomes a difficult task for us to form any distinct concep-
tion of the civil and political state of the Britons. It would
seem, that at first the aborigines of the country could not
have been what we should now call *barbarians or savages.”
On the contrary, from the obvious scope of the history of the
primitive families, there is every reason for believing that
they were possessed of considerable general information.
Their earliest traditions speak of the pre-existence of letfers,
arts, and sciences ; and all the notices of the arrangements of
their policy go to prove, that their original condition was nei-
ther ignorant nor uncivilized. Did they retain and improve
this condition, or afterward degenerate into barbarism? This
can only be answered by a reference to the various inflnences
to which they were exposed, and by a careful inquiry into
the best accounts we have of their state at the time of the
Roman invasion.

We have seen that, soon after the first occupation of the
island, its value was discovered by the Phenicians, who
carried on an extensive traffic for tin and other articles.
This trade appears to have naturally passed into the hands of
their successors, the Carthaginians. It was afterwards taken
up by the Greeks, and continued in their possession down
to the times of the Romans. We must here observe, that
almost all our information relative to this period comes from
Roman writers, who could not but have motives to disparage
the people whom they intended to enalave. Yet, from their
" accounts it appears, that in the time of Ceesar an active
commercial intercourse existed between this country and the

c
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continent. Csesar, we are told, was informed that the Gauls
had derived considerable assistance from the Britons. How
could this have been rendered by rude and uncivilized hordes ?
He, when in Gaul, collected together ¢ the merchants from
all parts,” to obtain information respecting Britain ; for he
says, “ Scarcely any but merchants resort to that island.”
Yet, although Ceesar could obtain no information from those
Gallic merchants, they having discrimination enough to
perceive that it was not their interest to farther his object,
the Britons were by them instantly acquainted with his
intentions. For, we are told that, ‘ the Britons being
informed of his designs by the merchants that resorted to
their island, ambassadors from many of their states came
to Ceesar, with an offer of hostages and submission.”* Does
all this extensive and continued commercial intercourse, this
prompt reception of information and ready decision in a great
political crisis, this sending of ambassadors to a foreign
sovereign, exhibit the ancient Britons as- *the painted
savages ”’ which they are sometimes represented to. have
been? On the contrary, we should reasonably expect, that
a people, maintaining regular commercial relations with the
most powerful and most polished nations of the world, would
not only retain their original position, but make gradual
advances in the arts and sciences, as well as in civil polity :
and the account of Ceesar, when fairly considered, proves
that they had not greatly degenerated.

There were circumstances, however, which had a tendency
to counteract the operation of the beneficial influences to
which we have referred. The island was divided into many
independent states, which, perhaps, deriving their original
limitation and distinctive character from the several families
which branched from the original stock, separately partook
of the character of clans. This state of society would
evidently be unfavourable to general amelioration, as it would
tend to isolate the people, and to engender animosity, and
even intestine war. .

Another circumstance which tended to prevent the intel-

* De Bello Gallico, lib. iv., cap. 18, 19.
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lectual improvement of the ancient Britons was, the estab-
lishment of the feudal system. ¢‘These feudal tenures seem
to have been derived from a very ancient and primitive origin,
and to bhave existed co-eval with the first plantation of the
island. The commandant, or sovereign, would take posses-
sion of the lands by the privilege of occupancy. He would
then grant them out to his principal officers; assigning to
each his particular portion, and obliging them to particular
returns for it. Inferior to these, and holding from them as
lords in fee, or immediately from the crown, was the great
body of the people. And these were divided into two classes.
The former were allowed to relinquish their lands or remain
on them, at their own discretion ; were privileged to buy
and sell; and charged with services the most honourable of
the menial kind, and all most assuredly determined. The
latter were reckoned absolutely the property of the lord,
disposable to any one at his will, and saleable as a part of
his estate. And these were bound to services the most
servile and indeterminate. These were the only two ranks
of British citizens,—the nobles and the villains. All below
the latter were slaves.” * This system, by obliging the
barons to render military service to the sovereign, and placing
an important class of citizens completely at their disposal,
offered almost insuperable obstacles to the progress of civili-
zation, especially in the interior of the country.

Another and yet more important consideration is, the kind
of intellectual custe which prevailed in the order of the
Druids. Their religious doctrine and inflaence will be here-
after discussed. We now notice the effect of this institution
on the general character and intellectual improvement of the
people. Ample data are furnished us on this point by Julius
Ceesar : his account, although primarily relating to Gaul,
will, as the Druid institutions were more perfect and power-
fal in this island, be equally applicable to Britain :—

““There are only two orders of men in any degree of
honour and esteem ; for the common people are little better

* Waitaker's “ History of Manchester,” vol. i, p. 850, &c. 8vo.
London, 1773.
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than slaves, attempt nothing of themselves, and bhave no
share in the public deliberations. 'The two orders of men
with whom, as we have said, all authority and distinctions
are lodged, are the nobles and Druids. The Druids preside
in matters of religion, have the care of public and private
sacrifices, and interpret the will of the gods. They have the
direction and education of youth, by whom they are held in
great honour. In almost all controversies, whether public
or private, the decision is left to them ; and if any crime is
committed, any murder perpetrated ; if any dispute arises
touching an inheritance, or the limits of adjoining estates;
in all such cases they are the supreme judges. They decree
rewards and punishments ; and if any one refuses to submit
to their sentence, whether magistrate or private man, they
interdict him the sacrifices. This is the greatest punish-
ment that can be inflicted among the Gauls; because such
as are under this prohibition neither can have recourse to
law for justice, nor are capable of any public office. The
Druids are all under one chicf, who possesses the supreme
authority in that body. Upon his death, if any one remark-
ably excels the rest, he succeeds; but if there are several
candidates of equal merit, the atfair is determined by a pla-
rality of suffrages. Once a year they assemble at a conse-
crated place. Hither such as have any suits depending
flock from all parts, and submit implicitly to their decrees.
Their institution is supposed to come originally from Britain,
from whence it passed into Gaul; and even at this day
such as are desirous of being perfect in it travel thither for
instruction. The Druids never go to war, are exempted
from taxes and military service, and enjoy all manner of
immunities. These mighty encouragements induce multi-
tudes of their own accord to follow that profession ; and
many are sent by their parents and relations. They are
taught to repeat a great number of verses by heart, and
often spend twenty years upon this institution; for it is
deemed unlawful to commit their atatutes to writing, though
in other matters, whether public or private, they use Greek
characters, They secem to me to follow this method for two
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reasons : To hide their mysteries from the knowledge of the
valgar, and to exercise the memory of their scholars, which
would be apt to lie neglected, had they letters to trust to,
as we find is often the case. It is one of their principal
maxims, that the soul never dies, but after death passes from
. one body to another; which, they think, contributes greatly
to exalt men’s courage, by disarming death of its terrors.
They teach, likewise, many things relating to the stars and
their motions, the magnitude of the world and our earth,
the nature of things, and the power and prerogatives of the
immortal gods.” *

From this passage we see, that where snch an institution
prevailed, it must have exercised a powerful control in pre-
venting a people from sinking into barbarism. At the same
time, its tendency seems to have been still stronger in retard-
ing general intellectual cultivation. A learned caste was
equally calculated to perpetuate knowledge, and to obstruct
its universal spread.

On account of the operation of these several influences on
a people circumstanced like the ancient Britons, we should
be disposed to judge that no general description would meet
their case. The Druids, while they taught a refined and
complicated theory of religion, instructed their pupils in
astronomy, philosophy, geometry, mechanics, rhetoric, and
other polite arts. We shall very briefly adduce a few proofs
on each of these several particulars.

1. Pomponius Mela confirms the account of Ceesar, with
regard to the first particular, astronomy. He says, ¢ They
profess to have great knowledge of the motions of the
heavens and the stars;’” and the fact that some of their
religious solemnities were monthly and some annual, appears
to confirm those statements. Pliny says, ¢ They began both
their months and years, not from the change, but from the
sixth day, of the moon.” (Lib. xvi., cap. 44.) Plutarch
states, that ¢ the inhabitants of an island > (which, from its
situation, can only refer to Britain) “ kept every thirtieth

* De Bello Gallico, lib. vi., cap. 18, 14,
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year a solemn festival in honour of Saturn, when his star
enters into the sign of Taurus.”

2. In respect of the second, philosophy, Diodorus Siculus
says, “They pay the highest honour to their divines and
philosophers, who are called Druids.” (Lib. v., cap. 31.)
Strabo declares, «“ The Druids add the study of moral phi-
losophy to that of physiology.” And Ammianus Marcelli-
nus states, that * the Druids were men of a still more sub-
lime and penetrating spirit, and acquired the highestrenown by
their speculations, which were at once subtile and profound.”

3. Of their geometry Ceesar says,  When any dispute
arises about their inheritances, or any controversies about
the limits of their fields, they are entirely referred to the
decision of the Druids.”” And in proof that this was not
done on mere abstract principles, *“both Ceesar and Mela
plainly intimate that the Druids were conversant in. the most
sublime speculations of geometry, in measuring the magni-
tude of the earth, and even of the world.”

4. Their works prove that they were skilled in mechanics.
We refer to only one instance,—the erection of those huge
cromlechs and tolméns found in Cornwall and other parts of
the West of England, respecting which an eminent auti-
quary asserts : * These, with all of like structure, may with
great probability, I think, though of such stupendous
weight, be asserted to be the works of art. It is also plain
" from their works at Stonehenge, and some of their other
monumeats, that the Druids had skill enough in the mecha-
nical powers to lift vast weights.” *

5. That they were acquainted with rhetoric and other
polite arts, is proved by the following testimonies : * Accord-
ing to Diodorus, the Britons paid great regard to their ex-
hortations, not only in the affairs of peace, but even of war.
They sometimes step in between two bhostile armies, who are
standing with their swords drawn, and their spears extended,
ready to engage ; and by their eloquence, as by an irresisti-
ble enchantment, they prevent an effusion of blood. So
great are the charms of eloquence and the power of wisdom !”’

* Dz. BorraAsE’s ““ Antiquities of Coruwall,” p.175. Fol. London, 1769,
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And, in confirmation of this statement, Tacitus (in Vitd
Agricole) says: * The British chieftains, before a battle, fly
from rank to rank, and address their men with animating
speeches, tending to inflame their courage, increase their
hopes, and dispel their fears.”

They must, therefore, be regarded as the depositaries of
great and extensive learning, especially if we take into con-
sideration the age in which they lived. The various kings,
with the chieftains and nobles, must also have had oppor-
tunities of instruction in the schools of the Druids; * while
the commercial and agricultural operations, which, as we
have seen, were widely extended and long continued, must
have led to the introduction of various arts, and prodaced
at least a respectable proportion of power and wealth.

Yet, this being admitted, there appears reason to believe
that the more numerous portion of the people were ignorant
and poor. Without the means of instruction, their intel-
lectual condition would rather deteriorate than improve ;
and from their almost entire dependence on the nobles, we
can scarcely suppose them to have had the means of procur-
ing more than the ordinary necessaries of life. Their con-
dition, therefore, was generally indigent ; while their obliga-
tion to assist their lord in all his petty wars was calculated
to add ferocity to the other features of their degradation.

All the information which we possess respecting the state
of the Britons at the period of the Roman invasion, con-
firms these opinions.

At this time, according to the statements both of Ceéesar
and of Diodorus, the country was fully inhabited. The
latter says, *The island is very populous;”” + and the
former, “The island is well peopled, full of houses built
after the manner of the Gauls, and abounds in cattle.” §

* These seminaries were generally in counexion with a temple. The
greatest of these, it is believed, was in the Isle of Auglesey, near the man-
sion of the Arch-Druid. Here is a place which is still ealled My/fyrion, or,
“the Place of Studies;” another, called Caer-Edris, ““ the City of Astro-
nomers;” and another, Cerrig-Bridyn, *the Astronomer’s Circle.”—

Hengy’s “ History of England,” book i., chap. 2.
+ Lib. v., cap. 2. } De Bello Gallico, hib, v., cap. 12.
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This language, it must be remembered, is employed by per-
sons well acquainted with the densely-populated countries
of Italy and Sicily, and is used by them without any
qualification. ’

It is equally clear, that at this date the British chiefs were
possessed of considerable wealth. Thus, Ceesar is said to
‘have acquired considerable booty in his two descents on the
island.” Prasutagus, the king of the Sceni, died possessed
of very great wealth. Aud to a few states in the South, and
within & few years after their first subjection, the philo-
sophical Seneca lent more than £480,000 in our money,
upon good security, and at exorbitant interest.*

The Britons were also acquainted with the useful arts.
The houses in which they dwelt, their chariots of war, as
well as a great variety of other works, prove this beyond the
possibility of doubt. We notice the latter: ¢ Their cars
were admired by the Romans, adopted by individuals for
their journeys, and introduced by the public into their races.
And we have a picture of one of them, sketched by a British
hand, and engraved on a British coin. There we see the
charioteer mounted on his carriage before us, a quiver of
arrows peeping over his left shoulder, and a spear protended
from his left hand, his feet resting upon the pole or foot-
board annexed to it, and his body leaning over the horses in
the act of accelerating their motion, And we bave the
description of another in Ossian, equally authentic, very
similar in one or two particulars, and more circumstantial,
It is the car of a British monarch, bending behind, drawn
by a pair of horses, and embossed with sparkling stones.
Its beam is of polished yew, its seat of the smoothest bone,
and the sides of it are replenished with spears.” + Persons
who could construct sach vehicles, build houses, and make
furniture, as well as all the various offensive and defensive
weapons of war, must have had no inconsiderable mechanical
knowledge and skill,

Perhaps, however, the best means to which we now harve

¢ Wmraker’s “ Manchester.” vol. ii., p. 18, t Ibid., p. 18,
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access for ascertaining the relative position that Britain
occupied in the scale of nations, is, by considering the mea-
sure of resistance it offered to the Roman arms, and the
manner in which that power estimated their successes over it.

What in this respect are the simple facts of the case?
Julius Ceesar, undoubtedly the first general and one of the
greatest men of his age, invaded Britain. He effected a
landing by the desperate energy of his soldiers, prompted
by the heroism of the standard-bearer of the tenth legion.
Yet, after staying a few days on the island, he judged it
prudent to quit it suddenly at midnight, assigning as the
reason—the approach of the autumnal equinox ; as if he
was ignorant of this, when he sailed from Gaul! On this
scene Dio Cassius observes: * He obtained from it nothing
either for himeelf or his country, but the glory of having
fought in it : and as he stated this very strongly, the people
of Rome wondered, and extolled him.” His next attempt
was made with a formidable army, conmsisting of thirty
thousand of the finest troops in the world, under the ablest
officers, and trained in the best poesible manner. Yet,
although the Britons were defeated in every regular engage-
ment, they evinced in their defensive warfare considerable
courage and skill ; their fortification of the Thames by stakes
remained for many centuries 2 monument of their knowledge
of mechanical power; and the result of this dangerous and
expensive invasion was, that Ceesar availed himself of the
first overture to make peace, and left the island without
building a single fort, or leaving in the country one cohort
of Roman troops.

Julius visited Britain no more. And although Augustus,
Tiberius, and Caligula had their attention repeatedly directed
to this country, and appreciated the importance of its conquest,
yet they all avoided the contest. Claudius renewed the war.
Aulue Plautius led an army into the island; and, after
several successful encounters, Claudius himself came over.
Having resided here sixteen days, during which the capital
of one of the petty kings was taken, he retired to Italy,
where a splendid triumph, with its usual appendages, cele-

ch
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brated his conquest of Britain. In this war Vespasian, the
fature emperor, greatly distinguished himself. He fought
thirty battles with the natives, took twenty towns, and was
on one occasion rescued from the most imminent danger by
the intrepidity of his son Titus. Yet, after all this, the
island was unconquered. The Britons still remained un-
daunted. Even the capture of Caractacus, which produced
so much exultation at Rome, did not deter his countrymen
from continuing their struggles. Ten years after this loss,
the Britons made a new effort to regain their independence
under the banners of a woman. But Boadicea failed of
success. Suetonius, the Roman governor, was a man equal
to the dangers of his position ; and, being invested with the
wealth, military power, and superior discipline of the Roman
legions, overcame all opposition.

But, after all this waste of treasure and of blood, Britain
was not vanquished. Nor would it have been, had not Rome
sent, in the person of Agricola, a philosopher as well as a
soldier ;. one who was capable of pointing out the advan-
tages which would result from the adoption of the superior
civilization of Rome, a8 well as of energetically wielding the
terrible power of her arms. It was this that made Britain
a Roman province. It is pleasing to contemplate the wisdom
of Agricola’s liberal mind. He assisted the Britons to build
temples, forums, and convenient habitations. He inspired
them with a love for education, and persuaded their chiefs to
study letters. The Roman dress, language, and literature,
spread among the natives. It is also remarkable, that,
almost immediately after Britain thus became a part of the
Roman empire, the Roman legions here began to support
their different commanders in their competitions for the
imperial purple, and very generally with success.

Now it is evident that if a people like the ancient Britons,
divided into numerous and rival states, could, for nearly a
century, resist the arm of Rome when in all her glory ; their
internal condition must, at least, have been one of tolerable
cultivation. They must have possessed much moral as well
as physical power.
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CHAPTER II1.
THE RELIGION OF THE BRITONS.

Wz proceed to consider the important subject, for the
illustration of which these preliminary inquiries have been
conducted, namely, THE RELIGION OF THE BRITONS.

From what has been already said, there exists a strong
probability that this religion underwent a considerable alter-
ation during the period which has been just reviewed. It
can scarcely be supposed, that the doctrines and principles
which were held by the first settlers would be preserved,
unalloyed and unaffected, through a period of twelve or
fourteen hundred years, during which the inhabitants of this
country had maintained considerable commercial intercourse
with the Phenicians, Carthaginians, Greeks, and Gaauls.
Such a supposition would be at variance with the entire
history of the ancient world. It is very probable that this
circumstance affords a key to the discrepancies which are
found in the several dccounts that are given us, by different
writers, of the religioun of the ancient Britons.

We will, therefore, in the first place, inquire into the
primitive religion of the aborigines of the country.

Had we been utterly destitute of information respecting
them, we might have reasonably supposed that the branch of
the primitive family which first occupied this island would
have brought with them the religion which had been known
in the world from the creation. This, being preserved in the
family of Noah, must have been carried, to a greater or lesser
extent, by the different tribes who left the plains of Shinar
at the period of the Dispersion, to the several localities they
were destined to inhabit.

The substance of this religion is summed up in the follow-
ing particulars: A clear and distinct knowledge of the One
true and living God, the Creator of the universe; and of
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man’s responsibility to Him in all things as his right-
ful Lord and moral Governor ; the history of man’s fall by
the temptation of the devil ; by which was established the
existence of fallen spirits, and man’s constant liability to
their assaults and temptations; the appointment of one day
in seven as a day of rest, to be kept holy, that is, to be
devoted to religious pursuits ; the divine institution of mar-
ringe ; a definite idea of good and evil, or what is meant by
* doing well, and not doing well,” and of the legitimate and
inevitable consequences of each ; a distinct apprehension of
the immortality of the soul, of & future state of existence,
and of the last judgment; and, withal, a believing expecta-
tion of the great Deliverer promised to man under the
distinguished name of  the Seed of the woman,” whose
work was at the same time defined to be ¢ bruising the
serpent’s head,” or destroying the power of Satan; and,
lastly, the offering of sacrifices at stated times, to represent
the demerit of sin, that men might be excited to repentance;
and to typify the death by which that promised Deliverer
should atone for sin, that men might constantly be reminded
of Him in whom they should trust for salvation, and exercise
faith.*

This religion, having by the appointment of God been
the means of salvation to many of the antediluvian patri-
archs, was preserved and taught by Noah; and no doubt
can be entertained, that, for several generations after the
Deluge, whilst the recollection of that tremendous judgment
was fresh and powerful on the minds of men, they adhered
to these truths, and carefully transmitted them to their
children.

As we cannot confound the families of Seth or Japheth,
whom God had blessed through the patriarch Noah, with
Ham and Canaan, who had not only sinned against Him
in their treatment of their parent, but whose descendants
rebelled against Him at Shinar ; we may reasonably conclude,
that when the confusion of tongues scattered these people
over the world, they carried with them the same traditions,

* JaMESs’s “ Patriarchal Religion,” p. 81,
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customs, laws, rituals, rites, and observances; and these
generally served as the foundation of their earliest history
and religion. Those nations which were insulated by situa-
tion or manners from the rest of mankind, retained remains
of this primitive knowledge for many ages, and afforded,
within the range of authentic history, clear evidence of the
scriptural account of the origin of mankind, and of their
dispersion from one common centre. To this may be traced
all those striking similarities in traditions, doctrines, and
rites, that have been discovered to exist in nations situated
at the greatest distance from each other, without the assist-
ance of those absurd theories which have been invented for
the purpose, and which put in requisition travelling philoso-
phers, or imaginary communication by other means, in
ancient times.

We might therefore expect that the religion of the first
inhabitants of Britain bore some resemblance to that pro-
fessed by the Hebrew patriarchs before the giving of the
law. An examination of the subject will show that this
resemblance is very evident, and in some particulars remark-
ably striking.*

One of the most important inquiries connected with the
religion of any people is concerning the ideas which they
have of the Deity, and the attributes with which they
believe Him to be invested. On this subject the doctrines of
the Druids, as far as they can be ascertained, are most
satisfactory. Amongst their names for the supreme God,
which they had in use before the introduction of Christianity,
were terms which have been literally translated, ¢ God,”

* “The primitive and true religion, conveyed from Shinar to all parts
of the habitable globe, assumed almost in every country a different name,
in consequence of the difference of language which every where prevailed.
Among the ancient Hindoos it was called ¢ Brachmanism,’ and its ministers
¢ Brachmans; > among the Chaldeans ®wisdom,” and its ministers ¢ Wise
Men ;’ among the Persians ¢ Magism,’ and its ministers ¢ Magi; > among
the Greeks  Priesthood,’ and its ministers ° Priests; > among the Gauls and
ancient Britons ¢ Druidism,” and its ministers ¢ Draids ;—all synonymous
terms, implying ‘wisdom and wise men,” ‘priesthood and priests.” ”—
James’s “ Patriarchal Religion,” p. 84.
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“ Distributor,” * Governor,” * the Mysterious One,”  the
Eternal,” ¢ He that pervadeth all things,” “ the Author of
existence,” ** the Ancient of Days.” These expressive appel-
lations sufficiently indicate their views of the moral character
and attributes of God. The opinion of the Druids as to the
nature of God is comprehensively explained by the following
bold and remarkable aphorism : “ NIp p1M oND DUW, NID
puw oND Dim.”” It defies translation so as to convey its
force and beauty ; but William Owen has furnished a version
sufficiently plain to convey the idea: *“God cannot be
matter ; what is not wmatter must be God.” * These were
the attributes of the God of the early Druids. They believed
that the Deity was the source of life, and the giver of good ;
they defined His duration as eternal;, and ascribed to Him
omnipotence as the measure of His power.+ And as they
found nothing, in the animal creation or in-man, which had
any. proportion or resemblance to God, they had neither
statues nor pictures to represent Him. From which we
infer, that they regarded God as a pure spirit, as disengaged
from matter as He was exalted above all resemblance to
created things.f Numerous Triads attest and illustrate this
branch of the subject :—

¢I. There are three primary Un1TIES, and more than one
of each cannot exist: one God, one Truth, and one point of
Liberty ; and this is where all opposites equally equiprepon-
derate.

““II. Three things of which God necessarily consists : the
greatest life, the greatest knowledge, and the greatest power ;
ard of what .is greatest there can be no more than one
of any thing.

«III. Three things it is impossible God should not be:
whatever perfect goodness should be; whatever perfect
goodness would desire to be ; and whatever perfect goodness
is able to perform.

«IV. Three things evince what God has done, and will

* Jaus’s “ Patriarchal Religion,” p. 46.

+ *“Identity of Religions called Druidical and Hebrew,” p. 6.
3} La Religion des Gaulois, vol. i, p. 62.
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do: infinite power, infinite wisdom, and infinite love ; for
there is nothing that these attributes want of power, of
knowledge, or of will to perform.

V. Three things it is impossible God should not per-
form : what is most beneficial, what is most wanted, and
what is most beautiful of all things.

VL. The three grand attributes of God : infinite pleni-
tude of life, infinitc knowledge, and infinite power.

“ VII. Three things that none but God can do: to endure
the eternities of the circle of infinity, to participate of every
state of existence without changing, and to reform and
renovate every thing without causing the loss of it.

¢« VIII. Three causes that have produced rational beings :
divine love possessed of perfect kunowledge, divine wisdom
knowing all possible means, and divine power possessed by
the joint will of divine love and divine wisdom.” *

The first inhabitants of Britain also believed in the im-
mortality of the soul. There is abundant evidence that the
Druids taught this doctrine; and Mela tells us, that this
was one of their secret doctrines which they permitted to be
published for political reasons: ¢ There is one thing which
they teach their disciples, which hath been made known to
the common people, in order to render them more brave and
fearless ; namely, that souls are immortal, and that there is
another life after the present.”” + They also appear to have
associated with this opinion some knowledge of future retri-
bution, as the following passages, taken from their remains,
serve to show :—* In this state of probation the eoul be-
comes possessed of such perfection of memory, that in
whatever condition man may afterwards exist, he will never
lose the recollection of whatever subsequently befalls him.
So that the reward or punishment is by this means extremely
heightened, by comparing the present with the former state,
and experiencing the necessary consequences of good or
evih,’’§ “In all antiquity, the ancient Britons were cele-

* Theological Triads.

+ Dg. HENgY’s “ History of Great Britain,” vol. i,, p. 112.

$ Jauzs’s “ Patriarchal Religion,” p. 52.
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brated for the knowledge of this doctrine. . For whilst other
nations fluctuated between hope and despair as to a future
state of being, the Britons maintained it with a firmness
that does them much honour. This was the great principle
of their religion, and was equally known and influential in
all the various grades of society.” *

This people also had correct views of moral good and
evil. Two or three Triads will be sufficient evidence on this
point : — .

““The three primary principles of wisdom :—Obedience to
the laws of God, concern for the welfare of mankind, and
suffering with fortitude all the accidents of life.”

* The three great laws of man’s actions :—What he forbids
in another, what he requires from another, and what he cares
not how it is done by another.”

“The three great ends of knowledge :—Duty, utility,
decorum.”

 Three things corrupt the world :—Pride, superflaity,
and indolence.”

“There are three things which God will not love him that
delights to look at :—Fighting, a monster, and the pomp of
pride.”

They also offered sacrifices, and observed particular days
for religious worship. Their sacrifices were carefully selected,
and they appear to have had clear views of their propitia-
tory character. Pliny, describing the gathering of the
mistletoe, observes: ¢ After .they have well and duly pre-
pared their festival cheer under the tree, they bring thither
two young bullocks, milk-white, such as never drew in yoke
at plough or wain, and whose heads were then, and not
before, bound by the horns ; which dong, the priest, arrayed
in a white vesture, climbeth up into the tree, and, with a
golden hook or bill, cutteth it off, and they beneath receive
it in a white cassock or coat of arms. Then they fall to
kill the beasts aforesaid for sacrifice, praying devoutly, that
it would please God to bless this gift of His to the good and

* BoRLASE’S “ Antiquities of Cornwall,” p. 101,



TREIR TIMES OF WORSHIP, 4]

- benefit of all those to whom He had vouchsafed to give it.”” *
These sacrifices were offered with very solemn rites, the
common people remaining at a distance, while the priests
approached with trembling awe the bloody victime, which
were sometimes carried round the omen fire.+

Their religious services were held at certain stated times.
That connected with the cutting of the sacred mistletoe,
mentioned above, was kept on the sixth day of the moon ;
and, as nearly as this would allow, an the tenth day of
March, which was their New-Year’s-Day.} The first day of
May was also a great annual festival. On this day, in later
times, adorations were offered to the sun, under the title of
¢ Belinus,” The Druids measured their time by lunar
months, calculating neither from the change nor from the
full, but from the sixth day of one moon to the same day of
the next; and the first day of this lunar month (the sixth
of ours) was a sacred day. They were also well acquainted
with the division of time into weeks.§ This circumstance
is not only affirmed by several writers of unquestionable
veracity, but is also attested by the language and customs of
the aborigines of Britain. Following the mode of compu-
tation adopted by Moses, in his account of the creation, the
ancient Britons called their week, as do their descendants at
this day in the Principality, wytA-nos, * eight-nights,” and
their fortnight, pythew-nos, * fifteen-nights.”” This is a
remarkable circumstance, and shows how closely the Britons
adhered to the customs that had been handed down to them
by Noah and his sous.||

There is no branch of this subject which presents itself in
a more interesting aspect than that which relates to the
sacred places of this people, and the peculiar manner of their
worship. They worshipped in the open air; it being a
maxim with them, that it was unlawful to build temples to

* PuiNn Nat. Hist., lib, xvi., cap. 44.

+ BorLasg’s “ Antiquities,” p. 124; Davies’s “ Mythology of British
Druids,” pp. 376-383.

{ Dr. Hengy’s “ History of Great Britain,” vol. i,, p. 116.

§ Ibid., p. 115. | Jaxes’s “ Patriarchal Religion,” p. b3.
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the gods, or to worship them within walls and under roofs.*
Their favourite place was a grove of oaks, or the shelter of a
majestic tree of this kind. Here they would erect stone
pillars in one or two circular rows; and in some of their
principal temples, as particularly that of Stonehenge, they
laid stones of prodigious weight on the tops of those per-
pendicular pillars, which formed a kind of circle aloft in
the air. Near to these temples they constructed their sacred
mounts, their cromlechs or stone tables for their sacrifices,
and every other necessary provision for their worship.
These sacred places were generally situated in the centre of
some thick wood or grove, watered by a consecrated river or
fountain, and surrounded by a ditch or mound, to prevent
the intrusion of improper persons.

Nothing can more clearly prove the extreme antiquity of
this worship than the above-mentioned particulars. It
appears evident, that in the earliest ages all the places of
worship had some reference to the Paradise from which the
first pair were driven, in consequence of their sin. Hence,
we find everywhere, in the description of the first sacred
places, some allusions to the scene of man’s temptation and
fall : a garden or grove, with one or two trees in the midst,
watered by a river, or different branches of a river, and
enclosed to prevent unhallowed intrusion.t This was
evidently the case with our ancestors. We will, however,
only glance at the remarkable similarity which the practices
of the Hebrew patriarchs bore to those of our forefathers.

It is well known that ** Abraham planted a grove in Beer-
sheba, and called there on the name of the Lord, the ever-
lasting God.”” (Gen. xxi. 33.) “The Lord God appeared to
Abraham by the oak of Moreh.”t The same practice con-
tinued : Jacob buried his dead beneath an oak ; (Gen. xxxv.
8;) and Joshua *“took a great stone, and set it up under an

* Tac 'vs, De Moribus Germanim, eap. xix.

+ BrYpGEs’s “ Testimony of Profane Antiquity,” passim.

1 “The word Y5 should be trauslated ¢oak,’ and not ‘ p'ain,’ as it is
in our version. See Gen. xii. 6.”— Identity of Religions called Druidical
and Hebrew,” p. 10. 8vo. London, 1829.
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oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord.” (Joshua xxiv.
26.) These passages prove that the early Hebrews had
special reference to groves, and more particularly to oaks,
in the selection of their sacred places. They also raised
stone pillars for special purposes, in connexion with
them. See the entire account of Jacob’s conduct at
Bethel ; (Gen. xxviii. 18, 19 ;) and observe the similar
conduct of Moses : *“ And Moses rose up early in the morn-
ing, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars,
according to the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Exod. xxiv. 4.)
The mode in which these circular temples were erected,
may be fully gathered from other parts of the Pentateuch.
(Deut. xxvii. 2, &.) An altar of more than one stone,
probably of three, was erected, and round it other stones
were raised, which had never been touched by toole, except
such as were absolutely necessary for procuring them. See
this further exemplified at Gilgal. (Joshua iv. 3-9, 20.)
Here, also, twelve stones were set up, and an altar was built ;
and it was here that the people assembled to celebrate their
great festivals,*’

In a similar- way did our ancestors in Britain worship
at this very time.  Deriving their knowledge of diviue
things, and all their ideas of sacred places, from the same
source,—the great postdiluvian family, they set up pillars
of rough stone to mark out the places sacred to solemun
worship, and also to point out the resting-place of their
departed friends. This practice, having been abused to
idolatrous uses, was prohibited to the Jews by divine com-
mand. (Lev. xxvi. 1.) As all our information refers to later
periods of their history, we know but little of the manner
of worship which was customary among the primitive in-
habitants of this country ; except that it is very evident they
offered sacrifices, and accompanied the oblation with solemn
prayers.

These particulars will be sufficient to prove, that the first
inhabitants of our island brought with them the religion of
Noah and Abraham. They knew and worshipped the one

* ¢ Jdentity of Religions,” v. 17.
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living and true God, as He was revealed to the patriarchs.
And this was continued, subject to various alterations and
additions, through many ages. It would be very interesting
and instructive, to follow the history of these additions
and corruptions; but our means of information are too
scanty for the purpose, and compel us to confine our atten-
tion to some of the most prominent particulars.

The first remarkable feature in the religion of the Britons,
which appears to be an evident departure from the simple
patriarchal religion, is the appointment of the Druids as an
established priesthood.

In the earliest ages the head of the family offered sacri-
fice, and conducted the religious services of the household.
This appears to have been the case with the descendants of
Abraham, until the giving of the law. Yet in other nations
certain persons were selected and formally appointed to this
sacred office. The occasion of this, and the manner of its
institution, are subjects veiled in deep obscurity. We know
that there was a regular order of priests in Egypt before
the time of Joseph. The magi of Persia, and the priests of
Greece, were also in existence in very remote antiquity.
And probably this creation of a new order of priests took
place everywhere, as we have reason to believe it did among
the Romans., It is stated, that although there existed
among that people family priests, Romulus and Numa
appointed several others to conduct the public religious
services of the city of Rome, and of the smaller cities of the
empire.* From this account it may be surmised, that
when cities were built, and various tribes became merged in
one population, the old patriarchal custom of each father of
a family conducting the religious services was considered
inapplicable to the new circumstances of the community,
and priests were appointed to supply this public want.t

* Dronysius HavicARNasseNnsis, lib. ii., cap. 22; Livius, lib. i,
cap. 20.

t Notwithstanding the appointment of these pnblic priests, the heads of
families for a long time afterward acted as patriarchal priests. See a
striking instance of this in the case of Caius Fa.bins. (Livius, lib. v., cap.
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Such, in all probability, was the case in Britain. When
the aborigines had settled down in possession of the country,
it became necessary to make some other provision for the
maintenance of divine worship than that which was previously
in use ; and persons were appointed to take public charge of
the religious ordinances, and of everything pertaining thereto.
There are no means of ascertaining when this took place.
All knowledge respecting it is lost in the extreme antiquity
of the period. Those who have profoundly studied the
subject incline to the belief, that the Druids were celebrated
for their learning and antiquity at the time of Pythagoras,
who lived B.c. 600:* at the period of the Roman invasion
no light could be cast on their origin.

Before we proceed to consider the influence which the
Druids exercised on the national religion, it will be proper
to notice one remarkable circumstance in which they differed
from the priesthood of the most prominent nations on the
continent. In the ample information which we possess of
the religion of Greece and Rome, we hear nothing of any
class of priests or teachers, whose duty it was to give the
people information respecting the nature and principles of
religion. Of preaching there is not the slightest trace.
Religion with them was a thing handed down by tradition
from father to son, and consisted in the proper performance
of certain rites and ceremonies. It was respecting these
external forms of worship alone that the pontiffs were
obliged to give instruction to those who consulted them.+

Now this was certainly not the case with the British
Druids. They were the instructors of the people, as well
as their priests. They tanght, to some considerable extent,
the sciences and polite learning: nor was religious know-
ledge, properly so called, neglected. Ceesar assurcs us that
they taught their disciples many things about the nature and

46.) Yet the king, as the great father, for many ages continued to be the
principal priest.

* Borrase’s “ Auntiquities of Cornwall,” p. 78.

+ De. WiLLiam Smrta’s “ Dictionary of Greek and Roman Autiquities,”
8. V. Sacerdos. 8vo. London, 1842,
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perfections of God ; ¥ and it is equally true that they
instructed the people that the soul is immortal, and insisted
on the certainty of another life after the present. It is also
distinctly stated, that this latter doctrine was so clearly
taught and so generally known, that it affected the national
character, and made the people more brave and fearless.t
It is said that they embodied their maxims and precepts in
poetic triplets, and that these extended to twenty thousand
verses. In committing them to memory, and in obtaining
an understanding of their meaning, their disciples sometimes
spent twenty years.

It therefore appears very evident, that, notwithstanding
the Druids, for the promotion of their order and the
strengthening of their influence, might often lay claim to,
and exercise, unreasonable and arbitrary powers; and
although they might, and (as we shall soon show) certainly
did, associate various corruptions with their primitive faith ;
nevertheless, they maintained in Britain a religion which,
for its purity and influence on the public mind, was, there
is great reason to believe, unequalled in any part of the
Gentile world at the time of the Roman invasion. We
shall indeed be better prepared to remark on this point,
when we have considered the state of religion in Britain at
the close of the period which at present claims our attention ;
and we therefore proceed to notice, as far as our slender
information will enable us, the probable effects produced on
the religion of Britain by the commercial intercourse which
subsisted between this island and other countries. We shall
then conclude this part of the subject by giving some account
of the state of religion when Ceesar visited our shores.

It has been already shown, that the Phenicians carried
on an important trade with the south-western peninsula of
this country for a very considerable period. Hence it has
been surmised, that the religious institutions of Britain were
copied from this people. We certainly do not find such
results follow commercial intercourse at the present day.

* De Bello Gallico, Lib, vi., cap. 13.
+ Hexry’s “ History of Great Britain,” vol. i., p. 102.
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The Dutch and Portuguese bave traded with India, and our
own countrymen with China, for a long time, and to a great
extent ; yet little has been done to influence the faith of
these countries, or to imbue their inhabitants with our holy
religion ; and while it is freely admitted that the religions
of the early ages did not offer such obstacles to alteration
or addition as are now presented, it does still seem very
unlikely that an entire revolution should have been wrought
in the religious system of any people by such means,
although some partial alterations and additions might result
from them.

Among all the names of the Deity in use among the
eastern nations, we find none so common as that of Baal.
This term in the East was, like that of Jupiter in the West,
the general appellation of their gods. Yet the Deity was
worshipped under this name among the Druids. On the
eve of May-day, fires were lit on their altars and cairns, in
honour of Bel or Baal ; and in later times, when the Druids
had fallen from their primitive purity of manners, this term
became a title of Pheebus, Apollo, or the Sun. It is diffi-
cult to eay whether the Britons derived this name from the
Phenicians, or obtained it through their own ancestors from
the East. There can be no doubt that the term itself was
in early times applied to the true God ; * but having been
associated with idolatrous worship, it was forbidden to be
used in reference to Jehovah., It is probable, therefore,
that the Druids obtained some knowledge of the profane
application of this name from their Phenician visitors.
Hence we find the great festival of Bel or Baal celebrated
on the last day of April, and the fires which then flamed
on the altars called Bealtine, or the fires of Baal.”’+

Another Phenician deity was Hercules. He was not only
worshipped in Phenicia, but was also known and revered by
the Druids. As this will serve to show that the religion of
this remarkable people was at least in some measure affected

* See Hosea ii. 16,

4+ Mavurice’s “Indian An iquities,” vol. vi,, p. 24; *Identity of Reli-
gions,” p. 26 ; SIR WiLLiaM B THAM’S * The Gaeland the Cymbri,” p. 226.
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by their intercourse with the Phenicians, and as the entire
account is curious, we give it at length. Hercules or, as
he was called by the Druids, *“Ogmius was worshipped in
Gaul and Britain. The word Ogmius signifies ‘the power
of eloquence.” He was esteemed and worshipped by them
with great devotion, as the patron of orators and the god of
eloquence. They painted him as an old man, surrounded
by a great multitude of people with slender chains reaching
from his tongue to their ears. The people seemed to be
pleased with their captivity, and discovered no inclination to
break their chains. Lucian (from whom we have this
account) expressing his surprise at this picture, it was thus
explained to him by a Druid: ¢You will cease to be sur-
prised, when I tell you, that we make Hercules (whom we
call Ogmius) the god of eloquence, contrary to the Greeks,
who give that honour to Mercury, who is so far inferior to
him in strength. We represent him as an old man, whe
holds so many people fast by the tongue. Neither do we
think it any affront to Hercules to have his tongue bored,
" since, to tell you all in one word, it was that which made
him succeed in every thing, and it was by his eloquence that
he subdued the hearts of all.’”’* ¢ We are of opinion, that
Hercules accomplished all his achievements by speech : and,
having been a wise man, he conquered mostly by persua-
sion. We think his arrows were keen razors, easily shot,
and penetrating the souls of men ; whence you have among
you the expression of ¢ winged words.””’+ We have been
the more particular on this point, as it is important to show
the view in which the Druids regarded those personifications
which have been considered as their inferior deities. It is,
however, sufficiently apparent that their information respect-
ing Hercules was derived from Phenicia, and that this hero-
deity, as above stated, was known to the Druids. The altar
discovered at Colchester in Essex, already mentioned, is
decisive on this point.} .
* Dr. Henzy’s “ History of Great Britain,” vol. i., p. 278.

+ Sir W. BetHan’s “The Gael and the Cymbri,” p. 94.
t Sin WiLLiam BerHam’s “The Gael and the Cymbri,” p. 96;
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With respect to any influence which Grecian intercourse
might have exerted on the religion of the Britons, we pos-
gsess no information. There are no remaining monuments,
nor any other evidence on which reliance can be placed.
Much has indeed been said respecting the great number of
Greek words found in the language of the ancient Britons,
a long list of which has been given by Samnes and other
writers.* It has been supposed that even the term Druid
is derived from this language, 8p¥s, drus, in Greek signifying
““an oak.” But it will at once be evident that no depend-
ence can be placed on this, when it is known that deur in
the ancient British tongue has the same signification.+ But
although the prevalent use of Greek terms may afford evi-
dence of some connexion or intercourse having existed
between the two countries, it casts no light on the effect
which this produced on the religion of the Druids.

Before we proceed to sketch the state of religion in
England at the time of the Roman invasion, it will be
necessary to notice the fact so explicitly mentioned by Ceesar,
that at-this period the eastern coasts were peopled with
Belgee from the continent, who retained the manners and
even the names of the different parts of the country from
which they had emigrated. Although there were Druids in
Gaul, and in all probability among these settlers; yet, as
Ceesar explicitly intimates their great inferiority to the British
Druids, it will be very necessary to guard against apply-
ing any part of the character of one people to that of the
other.f It will, in addition, be important to remember,
that Ceesar, Diodorus Strabo, and others who write occa-

SAMNES’'S Britannia antiqua illustrata, pp. 141-143 ; FaBer’s “ Origin
of Pagan Idolatry,” &c., vol. ii, pp. 382-384. 4to. Query, Did the
Druids derive the practice of human sacrifices from the Phenicians? Sece
BoRLASE’s “ Antiquities,” p. 64.

* SAMNES'S Brit. antiq. sllust., pp. 85-87.

+ “Ancient Universal History,” vol. xvii,, 8vo., p. 44; BORLASE’S
*“ Antiquities,” p. 67,

} De Bello Gallico, 1ib, iv., cap. 13. * Their institution is supposed to
come originally from Britain, whence it passed into Gaul; and even at this
day such as are desirous of being perfect in it, travel thither for instruction.”

D
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sional notices of the religion of Britain, speak of the gods of
this people conformably to their own ideas: that is, when-
ever they observed in any of those deities an attribute or
symbol resembling some of their own divinities, they always
gave them the same names. When, therefore, we read in
their writings of the worship of Mercury, Apollo, Jupiter, or
others, it must not be taken for granted that the Druids
had adopted the entire mythology of these gods, as it had
been received in Greece and Rome; but simply, that in
their worship they referred to persons or descriptions of
deities, who were distinguished by attributes similar to those
of the gods of these nations.*

It has been a question much debated amongst antiquaries,
whether the Druids maintained that there was but one God,
or had fallen into the common error of other Gentile nations,
and worshipped a great number of deities. Origen has been
quoted as express evidence in favour of the former opinion ;
and the testimony of Ceesar and others has been cited to
support the latter. Tt is very probable that neither of these
assumptions can be fully maintained.

That the Druids in the earliest ages of their history had
clear and correct views of the divine unity, nature, and attri-
butes, has been already shown, and might be abundantly
confirmed. An eminent French author observes on this
point :  There are very strong reasons to believe that they
at first only recognised one Supreme Being, whom they
never dared to represent, and whom they called Hesus.” +
That they maintained these doctrines in all their perfect
purity, can scarcely be supposed : while it appears evident
that they had not, at least generally in Britain, sunk into

* Baniew’s “ Mythology,” vol. iii,, chap. 211. 8vo. London, 1739.
“ Hence we are told, that Lucian, in one of his Dialogues, makes Mercnry
say, that he knows not what course to take in inviting those gods to the
assembly of the others, because, being unacquainted with their language, he
could neither understand them, nor make them understand him ;> (i5:d. ;)
language which clearly shows that, notwithstanding they were often called
by the same names, the objects of Druid worship were totally dissimilar to
the gods of Greece and Rome,

t La Religion des Gaulois, tom. i., p. 62.
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the actual polytheism of Greece and Rome. As this is a
most important point, we shell endeavour to state our views
respecting it as clearly as possible. .

It appears that the Druids still retained a knowledge of
the divine unity, as a doctrine; but that, in the later
periods of their history, it did not make a prominent feature
in their public teaching. The Druids, as well as the Gym-
nosophists of India, the Magi of Persia, the Chaldeans of
Assyria, and all the other priests of antiquity, had two sets
of religious doctrines and opinions. The one of these systems
they communicated only to the initiated, who were admitted _
into their own order, and at their admission were solemnly
sworn to keep that system of doctrines a profound secret
from the rest of mankind.* Ceesar attributes their careful
avoidance of committing any part of their te