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PREFATORY NOTE.

ON the conclusion of my second series of Lectures on
Scotland tn Early Christian Tvmes, the Council of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland having done me
the honour of again appointing me to the Rhind Lec-
tureship for a term of two years, that I might deal
with the antiquities of the Pagan Period in Scotland,
I have devoted the present scries of Lectures to the
investigation of the remains of the Iron Age, leaving
those of the Bronze and Stone Ages to be dealt with
in the sueeeeding series.

I have to thank the Couneil for their permission
to use such of the Society’s woodeuts as might be suit-
able for the illustration of the Lectures, and my thanks
are also due to Mr. J. Romilly Allen for the use of
some of his drawings and measurements of Brochs, to
Messrs. Chambers for the view of the Broch of Mousa,
and to Mr. Thomas S. Muir for the use of his etching
of the Broch of Clickamin, which forms the frontis-

piece to the present volume.

J.A.

14 GiLLESPIE CRESCENT, EDINBURGH,
15th March 1883.
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LECTURE L
(17T OcTOBER 1881.)

CHRISTIAN AND PAGAN BURIAL—VIKING BURIALS.

AT the outset of my first series of Lectures I stated that the
necessity of abandoning the historical method of inquiry was
involved in the very nature of the investigation which I con-
templated, because the relations which the materials to be
investigated bear to each other, and to special phases of
human culture and civilisation, are neither disclosed by
historical record nor discoverable by historical methods of
research. I therefore proposed that, for the purposes of this
inquiry, we should consider ourselves engaged in the explora-
tion of an unknown region ; and that, starting from the border-
land where the historic and the non-historic meet, and
ascending the stream of time, we should proceed to make
such observations of the facts and phenomena encountered in
our progress as would enable us to determine their relations
by comparison with facts and phenomena already familiar to
us, and to deduce conclusions which, so far as they are sound
and relevant, would serve as materials for the construction of
a logical history of culture and civilisation within the area
investigated.

Having thus traversed the region characterised by the
phenomena of the Early Christianity of Scotland, all that is
distinctively Christian is now left behind. Before us lies the
whole extent of the Pagan period, resolvable into three great

B
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divisions, characterised as the Ages of Iron, of Bronze, and of
Stone. In each of these we shall meet with distinective
manifestations of eulture, disclosing their peculiar character-
istics by their special products. These products are the
materials of our investigation, and they fall to be dealt with
by the same methods that have been employed in the dis-
closure of the nature and quality of the culture and civilisa-
tion of the Early Christian Time in Scotland.

I have adopted this division of the general subject into
“ Christian Times ” and “ Pagan Times,” because the pheno-
mena with which I am dealing do themselves exhibit a clearly
defined distinction, and are separable from each other by their
characteristics according as they are products of Christian or
of Pagan forms of culture and civilisation,

For instance, while Paganism existed, there were two
customs which gave a distinctly typical character to the
archeeological deposits of the heathen period. These were
(1) the burning of the bodies of the dead ; and (2) the deposit
with the dead (whether burnt or unburnt) of grave-goods—
urns, weapons, clothing, personal ornaments, and implements
and utensils of domestic life. Previous to the introduction of
Christianity, the burials are characterised by cremation or by
the association of urns, arms, implements, and ornaments.
After the introduction of Christianity these characteristics
cease. The substitution of Christianity for Paganism thus
produced an alteration in the character of the archeeological
deposits exactly comparable to that which was produced by
the substitution of bronze for stone, or of iron for bronze ; and
the difference between the Christianity and the Paganism of
a people or an area, as thus manifested, is therefore a true
archeeological distinetion.

But no arch@ological boundary is of the nature of a hard
and fast line. The deposits which constitute the periodic
divisions of archeology (like those of the geological series)
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are always to a greater or less extent products of a re-forma-
tive process, by which portions of pre-existing systems are
imbedded in the new formation, in whose constitution the
disintegrated elements of the older system are often quite
clearly visible. There is therefore necessarily a series of
transitional phenomena along the whole line of contact, and
though the new system may have been characterised by a
gradually increasing number of new types, the older types are
often continued with altered characteristics, caused by an
increasing conformity to the new conditions. It thus be-
comes of importance that the character of these transitional
phenomena should at least be indicated before we finally pass
from the region of Christianity into that of Paganism. Their
investigation is essentially an examination of the disintegrated
elements and altered fragments of the Pagan systems that
have entered into the composition of later Christian forma-
tions ; and no branch of this inquiry is more instructive than
that which takes cognisance of the survival of Pagan customs
in the usages connected with Christian burial.

“The first Christians,” says Aringhi, “ did not follow the
heathen custom of placing deposits of gold, silver, and other
precious articles in their sepulchres.” But it is plain from
his further statement that they followed it partly, or, in other
words, that the older custom was continued in a modified
form ;' for he goes on to say that “ they permitted gold, inter-

1 The body was swathed in linen, sometimes with the insignia of office, or
with ornaments of gold, or gems placed in the c