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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE.

Fox’s History oF THE REIGN OF JAMES THE SECOND,
originally a quarto volume published at Two Guineas, and
Carger’s History oF THE CounTER REVOLUTION IN ENe-
LAND, a work of acknowledged merit, have already been
published conjointly in the late Mr. Bogue’s “European
Library,” and from the same stereotype plates.

With a disposition to improve whatever previously printed
work he reproduces, the publisher has, in the present edi-
tion, added Lorp LoNSDALE'S MEMOIR oF THE REIGN OF
J aumEs IL., one of the most curious historical morceaux extant,
frequently quoted by Mr. Macaulay, and of such exceeding
rarity, that it would be difficult to purchase the original
edition even at five guineas.

A portrait of Fox has likewise been added.
Hexnzy G. Bonx.

York Street, Covent Garden,
March, 1857,
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MEMOIR OF ARMAND CARREL.

Ox the 20th of March, 1823, a young man of twenty-three stealthily
embarked at Marseilles in a Spanish fishing vessel bound for Barcelona ;
but the evening before, he had worn the epaulette of sub-lieutenant of the
29th regunent of the line. - Somewhat compromised in the opunon of his
superiors by his liberal opinions, he had been ordered to remain at the
depdt at Aix, while his regiment was sent to share in the expedition di-
rected by the government of the elder branch of the Bourbons agninst the
Spanish revolution. The young officer, thirsting for action, had vainly
protested against the order which condemned him to repose; having re-
ceived as an only reply, a threat of dismissal, he decided upon sendmg in
his resignation, and thus restored to’ hberty, precluded from fighting in the
French ranks, and, moreover, drawn by his opinions to the cause of the
Spanish constitutionalists, he departed, all joyous, unknown to his parents
or friends, to place his sword and his life at the service of that cause.

On his arrival at Barcelona, he found the town filled with refugees from
all nations, mostly old soldiers of the empire, attracted to Spain by the
love of war, the taste for adventure, and the hope of revenge upon the
white flag. While other refugees, encamped upon the banks of the Bi-
dassoa, vainly endeavoured to gain over the army of the Bourbons by waving
the tri-coloured flag before their eyes, the French assembled at Bar-
celona, formed themselves into a battalion, called the battalion of Napo-
leon IL, clothed in the uniform of the old ‘guard, and marching under the
imperial eagle. Soon reduced in numbers by the rapid successes of the
army of invasion, this French battalion was organized, with the other
foreign companies, into & single corps, which, under ‘the name of the
Foreign liberalist legion, formed a battalion of infantry, and a small
squadron of lancers. Many companies of it were composed entirely of
officers ; there were two generals in the ranks carrying the lance: one
half of them were Frenchmen, and the rest had served in the.Imperial
armies. The uniform and colours were those of the empire; a brilliant
and gallant officer, colonel Pachioretti, had organized this legion, and com-
manded it. It was under him that for many months were seen men, col-
lected from all parts of Europe, almost all old soldiers of the great captain
-come to a strange country to defend a cause which they .looked upon as
their own, rallied under the ascendancy of & lofty mind, marching where it
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led them, suffering and fighting without the hope of praise or in any way'
changing, do what they might, the desperate state of their cause; having
no other prospect before them but that of a miserable end amidst & country
in arms against them, or death in the court-yard as prisoners, if they
escaped that of the battle-field.

It was in this rude school of strife and misery, in this campaign of Cata-
lonis, of which he was one day to be the eloquent historian, that the young
officer from Marseilles fought his first fight, with a bravery and a talent
worthy a better fate ; for the Foreign liberalist legion, ill seconded by the
Spanish troops, dber having been decimated in numerous encounters, was
at length overwhelmed before Figuiéres, after a combat ¢f two days, the,
fierce determination of which proved that they were Frenchmen who fought
on either side. On the third day, the small foreign phalanx, diminished by
two-thirds, but resolved to die weapon in hand rather than incur the pun-
ishment reserved by the French laws for most of the survivors, prepared to
fight till the death of the last man, when general baron de Damas proposed
& capitulation, by which he granted the ordinary conditions to the Spaniards
and other foreigners, and pledged himself to obtain the pardon of the French

This oapxtulahon, the terms of which were afterwards contested by the
refugees, was not fully ratified by the government of the restomﬁon, at
least, not as to the latter, for immediately that, re-entering Franee, wearing
their swords and uniforms, they appeared at Perpignan, they were seized
and carried before councils of war., M. de Damss, whose guarantee they
appealed to, declared that he had engaged only to obtain their life from the
king’s mercy, but not to protect tliem from the condemmation which they,
might incur for having borne arms against France.

Most of them refused to admit of any modification of the convention of
Figuitres, and among the most determined in demanding the honourable
fulfilment of a capitulation of which he was denied the security, the young
officer in question was chiefly distingnished. The ides of being regarded
by military judges as & deserter taken i arms, and who had surrendered at
discretion, was odious to him ; and rather than place himself at the royal
merey, he preferred, despite the remonstrances of his family, to take the
chance of a judicial struggle, whioh, in case of failure, would endanger his
position,

Twice condemned to desth at Perpignan, he contrived to have those two
sentences annulled for defeots of form ; brought before a third council of
war at Toulouse, he was ably defended by the celebrated advocate,
Bomigniéres. The passions which had given birth to the war in Spain
wero already somewhat calmed ; the bravery, the youth, the noble and open
physiognomy of the ascused, some earnest and touching expressions which
he himself delivered in his defence, all moved the hearts of the jundges ; and
upen the simple proof of the existence of the capitulation, he was acquitted
by a majority of six to one, and re-entered society. mot as a pardomed
oriminal, but as a conquered soldier, who had owed his life to his sword
alone.

However, that sword was now broken; the military career, which he
had embraced from taste, was for ever closed to the young sub-licutenant,
but Fortune reserved brilliant compersation for him.

Bus a few years, and this obscure officer, changing his sword for a pen,
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‘Ix
was to'sohieve with that pen, which he wielded like ». sword, the o?\
ynenhndmfdﬂug-d army of journalists, that most yliml

sxmy of all that ever existed, numbering as many genersls as it does
soldiers. Again, a few years, and aided byarevolunon, this sub-licutenant
was to become, both in the eyes of his adversaries and of his friends, the
loftiest, the mest brilliant personifieation of the politival press of France;
and yet again & fow years, and the bloody snd premature desth of this sinr-
plejonmdm,-hpptlymdhumwtbmofmgoldm was to
produce in France and in Europe a semsation a8 vivid as thet produced by
the death of & pewerful king. Thirty thousand persons of every rank
were to escort his remsains to kis grawve, ané men were o see the greatest
hmuypmmoﬂmga,&emmmmubhec,g‘nmoﬁon,
in 1823, to the army of Spain, the most illustrious of the emigrants of the
white flag, weeping over the tomb of the heavest emigrant of the tri-coloured
flag

Jaax Bartiens N1colas ARMAND CAxnaz was born at Rouen, on the Sth
of May, 1800, of a meveantile family ; after baving partly gone through his
elassical studies in the college of that city, he obtained his father's permis-
sion to follow the inclinstion: which dvew him te a military career, and he
entered the school of Saint Cyr.

d,umwlamu.-tm under
P d peri . , the snid
to him that, with like ha—mmmbd-w !Il-i“h"ﬁ!'
B answered Oarret, “ if I do take it up, & 10t be to measure

of journalism, & letter to the Bpanish cortes, which procured him, from
general de Damas, general of his division, a paternal admonition, and deubt-
less coniributed to hie being left at the depdt at the time of the expedi-

fmposed upon him, and how his campaign in Catalenia brought him before
the councils of war.

After his last acquittal, and his release from the prison of Toulouse, he
came, in September, 1824, to Paris, where he found himself, without reseurees,
without profession, under the displeasnre of his family, and pressed to adept
some profession imstead of that he had lost. He first thought of stedying
the law, with a view to the bar, but he had entered Saint Cyr before taking
« degree in philosophy, and had not, aceordingly, the diploma of bachelor,
without whieh he could not enter. Althowgh, during his garison life, and
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-his long sojourn in the prisons of Perpignan and Toulouse, he had read and
written much for his own private instruction, it did not at first ocour to him
to attempt the literary career : his family wished him to devote himself to
commerce.

M. Isambert, who had been his counsel in his appeals, gave him letters of
introduction to M. Girardin and M. Lafitte, it being in contemplation to
place him in a banking house, but these various steps led to nothing, and the
young Carrel already began to discover that it was more difficult to gain a
livelihood at Paris than to make war in Catalonia, when one of his friends,
M. Arnold Scheffer, proposed him as secretary to M. Augustin Thierry, who
was then completing his Histoire de la Conquete d Angleterre par les Nor-
mans, and whose alveady failing sight required the eyes of an intelligent and
active colleague.

The illustrious historian offered him a salary equal to his late pay; and,
to remove all idea of subordinancy, which would have been painful to so
proud a soul, he exhibited to him his task, as that of a man selected to as-
sist in .his historical researches, adding: “ This work will offer little to
amuse, but some instruction may, perhaps, be derived from it.” A post
-offered with so much delicacy was accepted with eager gladness.

¢ The department assigned to Carrel, when installed with M. Thierry, consisted,”
says M. Nisard, *in making researches, arranging, putting notes in order, and
proofs of the Histoire de la Conguete. These 1abours, and others of the same kind, are dry
and subaltern only in common hands; nmperlormlndﬂndsthereinmm'mnwbawn
{o display his sagacity and his taste., Carrel,.from theﬂrat,uhowedlnthinwrkmh
hlghqunhﬂes. ﬂut.inlnhortd.methe line of 'y and the
d author was g .effaced. M. Thierry, with that noblemodelty which
distinguishes him, fully acknowhdge-;u that his last volume of the ‘Histoire de la Con-
quete owed to the co-operation of Carrel.” Six months passed away thus; Csrrenud
not yet written mythintghonhhown account. A bookseller having asked M. Thi
e history of Scotland, Thierry, who could scarcely accomp)
the labours he already had in hand, engaged Carrel to undertake it. Ca.rrell lied
lt:iim.lelfto the work, l;:g.dfl;'ﬂ‘:p' dded by&h:hﬂumwe i‘l:rmM ™ te, & brief an i‘:lﬂec-
ve summary, to w] e e bookseller, erry wrote an intro-
duction. The work was so mm:mcm refused any further salary from M.
Thierry. The latter would not, at first, consent to this; but Carrel insisting, it was
agreed that he should receive tforﬁlmemonthnlonger after which he should be
entirely at his own disposition. - In the interval, Carrel’s mother made a journey to
Paris. M. Thierry’s letters had not satisfied her. Her. ides of the position of & man of
etters was by no means fi It was -y for M. Thierry to renew emphatically
his first assurances, and himself, as it were, to guarantee the’ literary talent, and the
M. Thi he eagerl; lnhf:aﬁer mﬂ:hAtn!?e:t Ymt‘:lx:’kth wm
erry, 8l ly question -upon [ ‘You en, eur,
tlntmysonwill get on, and that he will make his way well ? *I answer for him as
for myself, said M. Thierry “I have had some erperlencei.nliteru'ymum. your

son has all the i which in the present day « « The young
man li d in si respectful, submissive. and, as M. Thierry relates, almost timid,
in the 'hh ther, whose decision and fi of mind had great influence

over him, Carrel here only bowed before his own qualities; for what he respected
in his mother was uxmplytmtwhich,at.shm-puhd,mtomuk e himself respected
a8 & public man.”

Meantime, the success promised to Carrel in the career of literature was
'IQW,iﬂ coming. After having left M. Thierry, he published, by his ad-
vice, & new Resumé de I Histoire de la Gréce Moderne. The very moderate
produce of these two first works enabled Carrel for a short -time to enjoy
independence ; but his purse was soon exhausted. He was obliged to seek:
8 livelihood by the precarious eccupation of a subaltern press-writer, taking
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about to the various journals and reviews articles sometimes refused—some-
times forgotten in the editot’s portfolio. This melancholy existence, which
would have been insupportable for Carrel, had he not had, in his soldierly
tenaciousness, a means always at hand to secure him from the insolence o.
disdain of the more fortunate, lasted several months, and his pecuniary
difficulties became such that he was obliged again to think of commerce

« He selected,” says M. Nisard, ““ that of books, as least ting htm from his
literary habits, A request for capital was made to his h:i{y‘,r:vho sent him the
means of establishing, in partnership with a friend, a modest bookseller’s shop, which
did not exist long enough to ruin any one.. The capital alone was lost, at least so
much of it as had not been applied to the'support of Carrel for several months. It
was here, in the back-shop, upon a counter,* to which a large Newfoundland dog was
chained, that Carrel, sometimes immured in English Il;olltiul collections, sometimes
caressing his favourite dog, meditated and wrote the Histoire de la contre-revolution
en Angleterre. This book appeared in February 1827.”

In this work, the first he had written from taste rather than to the order
of some bookseller, Carrel infused enough of himself to enable us in read-
ing it to form an idea of the state of his mind when he composed it; but it
was not until a year later, in 1828, in two long articles upon the war in
Spain, published in the Revue Frangais, that Carrel, called upon to speak
of things and men whom he hed himself seen, to describe. feelirigs and pas-
sions which he had shared or combated, fully manifested himself to the
public with all his distinguishing attributes, that firm and decided bearing,
that manner, so unflinching, yet so uming, b 80 undoubting of
itself, that style, so skilful a combination of vivid colouring and close pre-
cision, of elegance, clearness, and vigour, which gave such admirable relief
to his writings. .

The narrative is not only distinguished by the severe beauty of form, the
uprightness, the loftiness, of its ideas ; it is stamped with a character of jus-
tice and impartiality very remarkable in a soldier, but which did not always
protect Carrel from yielding to the excitement of daily polemics.

Shortly afterwards, the establishment of the National, the first number of
which appeared on the 1st of January, 1830, opened to Carrcl the arens in
which he was to experience all the delight, all the ardour, all the intoxica-
tion, all the triumphs, and all the dangers,. of the field of battle. United,
at this time, by the ties of friendship and of similar opinions, with MM.
Thiers and Mignet, he founded, in concert with them, and with the support of
the chiefs of the extreme liberal opposition, that paper which was destined
to bring about in France a revolution of 1688.

M. Littré here speaks, without any proof beyond the assertion itself, of &
radical difference of opinion,” which, from the outset, divided M. Thiers
and Carrel ; he alleges that the views of Carrel already went much farther
than the substitation of one dynasty for another; and -he adds, that, accord-
ingly, his co-operation in the National was limited, and almost confined to
a few literary criticisms. .

1t is true that Carrel—at first occupying the third rank in the direction of
the National, according to an arrangement concluded between its three
originators, in pursuance of which each of them by turns was to have the
supreme direction of the paper for one year, & direction given first to' M.

. ® 7This counter, which is merely a rough table, was bought by M. de Chateaubriand
at the sale of Carrel’s furniture.
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Thiers, and which was nexs to devolve mpon M. Mignet—it is true that
Carrel, in his consciousness of his own. worth, ill endaring to be ecligued by
his two colleagues, whose literary and political position was then superior
to his own, kept himself somewhat aleof during this first period of the
National. An article upon the death of Alphomae Rabbe, another,and » very
touching one, upon the suicide of young Sautelet, acting editor of the new
paper, an essay upon the life and writings of Paul Louis Courrier, and two
curious and striking asticles against the drames of the romantic sehool, for
which Carrel had never any taste, were almost the only indications of his
co-operation in the National, from January to July, 1830. But, to sttribase
this reserve, on the past of Carrel, to & fandaxwental difference of opinion as
to the direstion of the journal, is to render it impossible to explain how and
why Carrel, when sole director of the Nafional after the revolution of July,
conducted it almost exaetly on the samse primeiple as that pursmed by M.
Thiers. If Carrel had, ever since the restoration, been so deeply per-
vaded withe republican views, how could he so long have defended the
monarchy of July against its adversaries of every grade, and waited so Iong
ere he passed into their ramks.

Cazrred was still in that position of uneasiness and unsatisfied ambition,
when the ordinances of July appeared: they found him prepared for resis-
tance, but, like many others, Httle confident in its efficacy. On the 26th of
July, in & supplement to the National, distributed at mid-day, and containing
the ordinanees, he himself wrote the first appeal to fhe individual energy of
the citizens ; the following dey he signed the general protest of the jour-
nalists, drawn ap by M. Thiers, and likewise emanating from the National ;
and then, when the firing was going on between the people and the troops,
he was seen, according to M. Louis Blanc, wandering about the streets,
without arms, & black stick in kis hand, braving death without seeking
success, snd incessemtly asking his more confident friends: « Have you
only a single buttalion?” His own recolfections, and perhaps his pro-
fessional pride as ex-lientenant, prevented him from believing in the possi-
bility of & vietory by the populace over regiments.

On the 80tk of July, white MM. Thiers and Mignet were Iabouring to
secure the success of the royal candidateship of the duke of Orleans, Carrel
was charged by M. Laffitte to take the command of the column of Rouenese
National guard, which krad hastened to the of the Parisians.

During the firat days of the instaflation of the new government, he was
fent on & mission into the departments of the west, for the purpose of re-
organizing the administration there; he zealously acquitted himself of this
task, changing or retaining the mayors and sub-prefects according te the eon-
vietion he acquired of their attackment to the new order of things. Finding
himseilf tadirectly dissvowed by some of the measures of the new government,
ke returned to Paris at the latter end of August ; he there found his friends
of the National slready installed in power. With regard to him, he was,
without being consulted, nominated prefect of Cantal. Considering a pre-
fecturs of the third class as below his claims, he refused it, and now eccu-
pied himseM solely with regaining possession of the National, to which
some diffieulties, which he attributed to M. Thiers, opposed themselves.

During his absence, M. Thiers, quitting the National, had caused its
direction to be confided to M. Passy. Carrel asserted his own rights, and
after some discussion, attained them : and the Nafvowal of the 29tk of
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August, 1830, appeared with the notification: “ That MM. Thiess and
Mignet having entered into office, the paper would thenesfosth be condueved
under the sole direction of M. Carrel.”

If there was needed & proof that republicanism and wer, which psople
have so ftequently attempted @ posteriori to identify with the spiric of tie
revolution of July, are two tendencies which were not comtsived in that
great politival fact, and were only joined to it as. it were by supererogation;,
and at asubsequent date, that psoof is given in the manner in which Carvel,
already personully dissatisfied with the new power, and. comsequemtly
having no reason to spare it, at first directed the National.

As to the change of Carrel's views from monarchy to republicknism, it is
incorrect to represent it as ome of those sudden transformations which ave
broughit about from one day to another, under the impericus and exolusivein-
flaence of wounded self-love and disuppointed smbition. Fromithe first fom
months following the revolution of July, during which Casrel so energsticaily
pronounced for monarchy against a republic, until themonth ef January, 1833,
when he as it were officially unfurled the republican banner ia: his paper, he
was seen to arrive progressively, and by a series of marked gradations, fronw
a state of friendship Lo a state of hostility ; and yet, although: the only
fion was & difference with regard to the meaxns of applying the principle, i
which Carrel never changed, nemely, the government of the country by the
country, the self-government, which was always his motto; still, havime
before them the fact of so distinet an adhesion to the revolution of 1880¢
in the outset, people naturally asked how Carrel could hawe been led s®
quickly to despair of an institution which he at first considered the bewt
safeguard against anarchy, and the most complete expression of the wishew
and wants of Franee.

T do not think it a failare of respest to the memory of this honourable:
writer to attribute this change to the combined influence of two diffevent
canses : first, doubtlessly, to & sincere conviction of an imcreasing want of
harmony between the progress of the new government and whet he believed
to be the will of the country; to & sincere conviction of the impossibility
that monarchy could face the internal and external crisis, as to the dunger
and importance of which he was deceived, like many others; and to the
conviction, consequently, of the mecessity of preparing » more vigorous.
government to meet a more dangerous position. But, this point admitted,
it were, I think, false to justice and to paint & mevs fawcy portrwid,
not to admit also that ambition had something to do with the new ecreed
of Carrel, the legitimate ambition of & powerfol mimi which deems
itself called to the exercise of power, and feels & natural inclination
to condemn as inefficient the power which rejects its sid. And withoat
taking too literally the expression which Carrel made nee of with & scernfad
meer : “ Who knows but they might have hed me, if they'd offored me o
regiment,” it is & permissible supposition that if,in the outset, when he was:
yet free and sympathised with the new government, he had been offered,
instead of a third-class prefecture, a sitnetion move worthy of his activity,
snd less inferfor to that of his old eolleagues of the National, he might,
eonnected more intimately with the new order of things, have separated
from it with greater Liesitation ; and thet even, when the progress of affairs
displeasing him obliged him to pass over to the opposition, he weuld
have there supported the constitutional monerchy which he so Brilliantly

defended for many months,
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* What is quite certain, is that Carrel was not at all a man of faction—not
one of those turbulent and restless minds, for whom any revolution is not
complete until it has made authority a mere matter of brute force and of
lungs—a premium to those who are best supplied with that quality so
highly praised by Danton: “ Audacity! sudacity! audacity !”

Carrel was certainly not deficient in daring—indeed, he may, perhaps, be
accused of having had too much ; but he had also qualities far higher than
andacity. To a great strength ot soul he joined, without speaking here of
the honour and.the nobleness of his heart—a thorough justness and recti-
tude of mind; and it wes this which rendered him essentially a man of
government ; 1t was this which rendered him wholly out of his place
amidst the anarchical and incoherent mass into which he had been thrown
by the hope of ﬂllmg a great, & noble part, and which he had in vain
laboured to organize, to prepare, not only for the attack upon, and the con -
quest of, but.for the exercise of power: thus, from the day on which he
unfurled the republican banner, his life was nothing but a twofold and per-
petual combat—almost as vivid, almost as obstinate against the indiscipline
of his own party as against the skill of his adversaries. If, on.the one
hand, as impetnous as determined in attack, and ever ready to risk his own
life for the honour of his cause in braving individual danger, he knew how
to excite and give enthusiasm, by his devotion, and courage, to the most
intelligent and distinguished portion of his party ; on the other hand, in his
noble horror for all demn.gogue violence, in his superior good sense, in his
proud disdain for all quackery in linguage and action, for that sanguinary and
crude pathos which then won the honours of populace popularity, he pre-
sented something essentially the reverse of that fierce and feverish trickster-
ing, that systematic brutality, which has so greatly facilitated the triumph
of the monarchy of July over the republican party.

Bejecting each recourse to arms as injurious to the republican cause, and
only revenging himself for not being listened to by the noble promptitude
with which he always placed himself, after the defeat of his party, between
the government and the conquered ; persuaded that power accrues to none
but only to those who have qualified themselves to exercise it, he in-
oessantly urged upon his party the necessity of first forming opinions for
itself, and of converting the country instead of forcing it.

Labouring with active solicitude to maintain the rights of liberty and of
property, 8o grossly trampled under foot by the extreme men of the party,
he sought to persuade the bourgeoisie that the republic was limited simply to
the transmutation of hereditary power into an elective power, with an exten-
sion of the right of suffrage ; energetically repelling the brutal theories of la
Société des Droits de T Homme and of La Tribune, efforts of his which, on the
part of the grotesque disciples of Marat, brought upon him the aceusation
of being only a scoundrelly moderate, an aristocrat worthy of figuring & la
lanterne, by the side of Lafayette.

There is in the “ Mémoires de M. Gisquet,” a confidential letter from
Carrel to M. Petetin, curious from the revelations it contains as to the
internal anarchy which was undermining the republican party.  We there
see how M. Marats, the editor of the Tyibune, was forced to fight a duel
with & more extreme Jacobin than himself, who accused him of treason for
baving contented himself with calling Lafayette a great culprit.

His detestation of this savage quackery was unconquerable. When a
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prisoner at Sainte Pélagie for libel, (January, 1835,) and called upon by '

his fellow-prisoners to illuminate, like them, the windows of his ‘chamber, in
oelebration of the anniversary. of. the execution of Louis XVI., he refused to

doso. Hereupon the whole party rushed to his chamber, shouting: “ Down

with the . yellow gloves! down with my lord! Let's hang him!” And,
acoording to M. Gisquet, it required the intervention of the officers and
soldiers.to preserve from the insults of these furies him who was their chief,
as much by talent as by courage, and whose name was esteemed and mspeoted
by his adversaries themselves.

Despite all these mortifications, md although Carrel could not conceal
from " himself that the party which he had thought to call to the govern-
ment of France was falling daily into greater discredit, he remained in the
breach ; and when, after excesses of violence and rashness, there appeared
symptoms of debility and discouragement, when, repeatedly vanquished in
parliament, before the courts of justice, and in the streets, mortally
wounded in its most furious organs by numerous condemnations, and on
all sides entangled in a.net-work of repressive laws, republican opinion
seemed to yield to the conviction of its powerlessness, we see him who had
preached prudence to the rash and reason to.the senseless, endeavouring
with equal firmness to encourage hope, perseverance, and ardour in the
breast of a demoralized party, to cover it as with a buckler, with the general
esteem which his character inspired, and to brave all judicial prosecutions
in order to preserve for it, at least in the periodical press, a last banner, a
1ast rallying signal. '

The laws of September, by suppressing the discussion of principles in
which he delighted to indulge, and from which he hoped much, were very
afilicting to Carrel. He eendured their yoke with a shuddering impatience ;
it is even said that his opinions then underwent some very serious modifi-
cations—not the less real that they were not strongly insisted upon in
his paper. His friends affirm that, dating from this time, and in propor-
tion as, by the effect of these laws, a calm in others came over that
former violence of principles which, for the most part, had been merely the
result of temperament and heat of blood, his ideas underwent a contrary
transmutation; he became less hostile towards recollections and names he
had hitherto condemned, or at all events kept aloof from. A reconcile-
ment took place between him and men whom he had formerly rejected as
ultras; he exhibited a tendency to limit his principles of common right
and of universal liberty, and began to familiarize himself with the systems
of government which dispense with law and justice on the pretext of an
overwhelming necessity.

1 shall not enter into the details of all his contests with the tribunals ;
he almost always defended himself in person before juries, and acquitted
himself of this task with an able combination of boldness and discretion
which often succeeded, Before the house of peers he was less successful,
but even there he had brilliant moments. His famous apostrophe to
marshal Ney, delivered in a sonorous, vibrating, and solemn voice, so
moved the heart of general Excelmans as to make him forget his character
of judge, and to transform him into the champion of Carrel. It was one of
the finest efforts of eloquence in our time.

‘We must now speak of & fault in Carrel, for which France is very in-
dulgent, and which we dare not too severely reproach him with, when we
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vecallecs that it most him his life. Im becoming & men of controversy,
Carrel haa unfortunately vetained the habits of a soldier, and it was one .of
his wegknesses 10 suppose himself obliged elways to accept from whatever
guareer they came, and too frequendly himeelf to seck, occasions for ammed
oconflict. Under the Restoration, e had an hostile meeting with one of
she editors of the Drapeau Blanc, in which, with an extranaganse by no means
xace in this kind of affair in press mesters, each of the combatants wes an
axtper stranger £0 the two articles whioch led t9 the combat. The discussions
to which the captivity of the duchess of Berry gawe zise produoed e second
finel, with swords, between & legitimist and ‘Carvel, in which the latter,
after having wounded his advezsary, himself veceived = weound in his
ohest, which preoured him the most flattering testimeonies of em almest ani-
wevsal sympathy, and at the same dime, on the part of his graver friemds,
affeotionate remanstzances, which he listened to with a smile and met with
gwamises of amendment.

Cawmel's iles was, that & jonmnal should make itself vespected in the same
may that & man of honour-does, In this he wes so far vight. ¥ is, in
fant, very singular that two amen may .every morning sey to each ether, on &
pouple of sheets of paper, things which they could not change viva voce
without immediately afiermands exohanging also shots or swerd thrusts.
But -atill, if .2 man would be respectell, he must dlso respect his adversasies;
and Carrel, 80 susceptible for himeelf, was too.ofien wanting in moderation
and poopriety towsrds others. It seemed, at times, as ‘though eut of fear
lest the advice of prudence and caution which he addressed to his party,
88 to matters of collective engagements, shomld be misinterpreted, he de-
lighted in seeking ocoasions of personal danger by the mest sdirect provoca-
tion to his adversaries; as though while asserting the principle of free dis-
oussion, he himself could not endure it, -and amegated an exoeption in his
own person. It was thus that he t0o often sullied his best polemical pages
with excesses of language better suited to a blustering sub-lieutenant than
to the ohief of a party. So Carrel travelled on 2 path which mast -one
day end in some oatastrophe ; a.catastrophe ocourring at a time when there
was reason t0 hope that the greatest dangers of this kind hed passed over,
a8 it were, at the end .of the battle, when the heat of parties ot war for six
wesrs past was gradually subsiding, and, to crown the misfertune, upon a
gquestion which, in reality, concerned neither the person ror the principles of
Sanvel.

A new paper, La Presse, was founded in 1838, at a prioce far below that
dnyotlmtpqerhithemknown the originatar, M. Emile de Girardin,
published prospectuses in which, as usual, he represented his journal as
infinitely superior to all others. A journalist then oonmected with the
Bon Sens, and who sfterwards became intimate with M. de Girerdin and
one of the editors.of La Presse, thought proper to write & series of articles

in whioh M, de Girandin and &iis enterprise were assailed ‘with vehement

porsonal abuse. The founder of La Presse brought an action for defamation
sgainst the publisher of the Bon Sons.

Canrrel, sftor having -at first refused 1o interfere in & quarrel of this natuve,
yielding to the solicitations of the editor of the Bon Sens, published in -the
National a brief paragraph, in whieh, after expressing ltis 4 contempt” for the
prospectus of M. de Giverdin, he severély blamod the latter for having re-
oourse 10 & oourt of justice 40 .defend himself from attachs upon kis en-
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terprise. M. de Girsndin the mext dey suewered in ¢he Presse in the
following terms :

“The reproach of the Natianal is deficient in the gool faith attributed
to the chamoter of M. Casvel. Dounbiices thet reproach could hawe beem
merited if the Bon Kens had confimed iteelf t0 a eriticn]l and dese investi-
gatiom of the econemical basis upon whioh Le Presse is established ; but it
was not 5o : the most odious and personal accusations were heaped wpon
M. de Girendin."

Then replying gemerslly 10 the attacks MMMM iy
vaious papers, M. do Girardin threatened them with
means agdinst them, and ended by an ellusion, apglicsble not a d:e ien
to Carrel, but to one of his friends, another editor of the National, then in
» state of bemleruptey os head .of same commmercial

Sudh is dhe oxaet summary of the facts whioch led Ou!dﬂoe mene to
expove his Tife to the chances of a duel. Ymmediately afier veading the
article in La Presse he procceded te the hewse of M. de Girendin, acoom-
panied by the friend in question, who was maore concerned in the mester
tham he. I ehell not enter inte o detsiled acoount of the ocomversation
which ensued, and the particulars of which are warionely reported.
m«mrkuqhg“ﬁeuﬁrmdum?dmd
amiestie -arvemgement by mesns of an exgplanatory mote which the
papers wese to publish; but M. de Girardin desired that the pdbliodion
this mete eheulld be simuitameous, while Carrel wished it'to be published
the Preose firot, and then copied into the National. %t -wes upon
tifting difference that Carrel, unable 1o ebtain the concession he mquired,
arose and broke off the eonference, by saying: “ I am the offended party,
I choose the pistol.”

The duel dook place next marning, the 22nd of July, 1836, in the Bois
de Vincennes. The adversaries, advencing towards each other, fired at the
same moment, and both fell wounded, M. de Girardin in the thigh, and
Carrel in the groin. The first care of Carrel, ever as kind-hearted after
the combat as prompt to take offence, was to inquire whether his adversary
suffered much; but on the first examination of the surgeons, his own
wound was judged to be far more serious. He was taken to the village of
Saint Mandé, to the house of one of his old comrades of the military school,
and here, after two days of cruel sufferings, after a strange and eloquent fit
of delirium, the dying agony of a poet and of a soldier, here, in the house
of a friend, whose effaced reminiscence thns reappeared in the last moment,
as & memory of youth, here Carrel expired on the 24th of July, at five 2
the morning, in all the strength of talent and of life, for he was but thirty-

EE
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This death, 8o premature, so unforeseen, was received with publie mourn.
ing ; the papers of every opinion united in the expression of the same sen-
timents. Obsequies, as imposing from the immense concourse, as from
the rank, and the sinoere grief of those present, testified the sorrow of
France, and the humble churchyard of Saint Mandé acquired an historical
renown by receiving among its obscure tombs this illuatrions sepulehre.
It is indicated to the visitor by a bronze statue, from the chisel of David
(d’Angers), representing Carrel standing erect, the right arm extended
before him, his head slightly thrown back, in the haughty attitude he bore
when he evoked the shale of marshal Nev before the house of lords.
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Amidst the modifications which time and events produce in the field of
controversy, in the order of the battle of opinions, and in the disposition
of the combatants, no one can say what course would have been followed,
what influence would have been exercised by a man whose most intimate,
most precious qualities, those which far more than suffice to redeem some
few faults, were above all the purest disinterestedness and most perfect
honour,

It has been said that in the latter part of his life, Carrel, weary of the
daily and barren struggle against paltry facts more powerful than himself;
thought of resuming his historical labours, and that he was preparing to
write a history of Napoleon. Such & work by such a man would assuredly
have been no common production.

In another direction, the senate tempted him; he had already in vain
sought access there; but its doors would have not remained long closed to
him, and there a new oareer opened itself, where he would nnquesnombly.
hnve enlarged his sphere of action, and eompleted his destiny.

In a word, the life of Carrel resembles one of those unfinished monuments
whose fragmentary beauties serve only to embitter the regret that we may
not contemplate the stupendous whole.

In private life, the illustrious editor of the National was, by the universal
statement of his friends, a being estimable for goodness of heart, for gene-
rosity, for devotedness and attachment. Bitter a8 was his pen, tenacious as
was his pride as & public man, in society he was frank, gentle, agreeable,
full of indulgence and good nature. With a Roman integrity as to money
or political intrigue, he combined the grace, the simple and elegant
arbanity of a French gentleman of the olden time.

Carrel died unmarried. -

(Galerie des Contemporains Illustres.)
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HISTORY

OF

THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION
¥n England,

UNDER CHARLES II. AND JAMES IIL

INTRODUCTION.

THE counter-revolution to which the two kings, Charles II,
and James II., had the misfortune to attach the destinies of
their family, was the last resistance opposed in England by
the royal power to the establishment of the popular govern-
ment. The twenty-eight years during which this power did
violence to opinions, to interests, and to wants which had
been made manifest by the overthrow of the ancient order of
things, have been erroneously regarded as a time of degrada-
tion with the English nation.

She had obeyed powerful necessity in resuming as masters
the sons of him whom the revolution had conquered and
killed; she had recalled them without taking due precautions,
without exacting from them that they should acknowledge
ker rights as she acknowledged theirs.

Thence arose a new quarrel; power again sought to be
absolute; the same beliefs and the same opinions which had
once overthrown it, again resisted it; but, rendered less ardent
by the results of their former errors, they resisted with other
arms, and took their station upon a battle field which would
confer less lustre on resistance.

This battle field was that of legality: the nation in dise
puting it inch by inch learned better to know it. To main-

1/ ®
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tain herself there, she rejected those blind forees which could
not be plied to rational warfare; she even upheld the restora-
tion against men who regretted the republic, and sacrificed
these in order to preserve those results of the revolution
which she wished to see adopted by the reigning family.

The Stuarts might well have accommodated themselves to
this system; there was against them party hatred, but no
national antipathy; yet they fell a second time.

As if there were in this denouement of the English ccunter-
revolution a salutary lesson for .the time in which we live,
we turn with a lively curiosity towards the space which in-
tervened between the recal of the Stuarts and their second
fall. We would know why the existence of that royal house
had become incompatible with the interests of England; why
its second downfal was effected with such a strange facility,
so little trouble or shock.

Was this catastrophe written in the laws of a predestina-
tion of ill fortune attached to the race of the Stuarts? or
was it the effect of a combination of external events fortui-
tously united against them?

I will reply by exhibiting the English eounter-revolution
in its progress, its various modes of action, and the ever

increasing train of its pretengions. Thus the result will be

shown in its causes.

‘We shall see that the Stuarts did not fall beneath an in-
fluence hostile to royalty; that they had always on their side
the enlightened and acting masg, that interested in the cause
of repose and order, whenever the remmant of the religious
and political parties, the last eomers in the revolution, en-
deavoured by agitation to restore a state of things in opposi-
tion to the elements of which society was composed.

For every question of political form has its data in the
state of society, and nowhere else; and thus the brief exist-
ence of the republic in Englend had been nothing but a
compulsory deviation from the eonstitutional track which the
nation had marked out, and so long followed. Of its own mo-
tion, the nation had re-entered this beloved traek when she re-
called the Stuarts, and she thus left them nothing to do against
the revolution, properly so called. There still remained the
liberties achieved by the revolution, but demanded long before
it; the nation was ready with pride ¢o hold these of her kings;
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willing to forget that it had wrested the power from those
kings only by main force.

It was apon these liberties that the restoration made war,
It brought them into question one after the other, and
wished to reascend, one by one, the steps which the royal
power had descended, from century to century, in order to
reconcile its existence with that of new interests.

Thus the counter-revolution taught the English people
that their liberties were incompatible with enforced royslty,
and that to preserve royalty with advantage, it must be re-
generated, that is to say, must be separated from the principle
of legitimacy. . g

‘Without previously attaining an exact idea of that past in
which the restoration sought an imaginary order of things,
we could neither comprehend it, nor follow it in its retrograde
march, without direction as without term. I have therefore
thought that, before we come to the counter-revolution, it is
indispensable to place before you both the revolution and its
most distant antecedents. When, at the conclusion of this
history, we shall come to the last and inevitable developments
of the reaction under a Jesuit king, we shall see whether I
bave gone too far back in my inquiries.

1. In the system of political guarantees which England de-
fended against the two last Stuarts, there remained nothing an-
terior to the Norman conquest. Thecaptainsand soldiers
of William, in imperiously establishing themselves 1060.
as great and petty feudal sovereigns in the midst of the Saxom
nation, at onoce deprived it of property in the soil, and of its
ancient political and religious organization. The imperfect
fusion of the two races for a long time kept alive the hatreds

" arising from difference of origin, with those which, under
the fendal regime, everywhere arose from the difference
of conditions. Still, from the middle of the twelfth century,
the state of things established by the conquest had produced
its habits; the struggle between the conquerors and the
conquered had no longer for its object the possession of the

soil, but the necessity of regulating for all, the relations of

nmasterdom and of servitude. The descendants of the con-

querors and of the vanquished of Hastings already caused

dread abroad by the formidable siliance of their warlike

qualities, and all the men born in England tegan te look’
. - B2
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upon themselves as forming but one people. This quality of
native born Englishmen decidedly prevailed over the dis-
tinctions of the conquest, when a vast continental reaction
drove to the court of William’s fifth successor those who, in
the provinces of western and southern Gaul, were for the
Anglo-Norman domination. King John received his foreign
subjects, or those born out of England, in a manner which
gave every reason to fear a total subversion of the feudal
distribution of the country. The bishops, the barons, the
petty feudatories of Norman descent, the inhabitants of the
towns, already forming the mixed Anglo-Norman race, and
the serfs of Saxon origin, dreaded the enterprising poverty
of the new comers, and leagued against them. Therobsti-
nacy and perseverance of John and his successors in en-
couraging and enriching these foreigners, Poitevins, Bretons,
French, and Gascons, strengthened the tie of nationality
among the natives, and produced against feudal royalty, which
had been so strongly constituted by William, insurrections
which occupied the whole of the thirteenth century. The
first and most formidable compelled the royal power to
the concession known by the name of Magna Charta.
1215-  This wasa victory almost entirely aristocratic; but the
Anglo-Norman citizens and the Saxon serfs profited by the
part they had taken in it. Several articles of the great charter
assured to the large towns certain franchises favourable to
commerce, and to the rural serfs a first step in property,
that of oxen and of the instruments of labour, by means of
1264 which they gained their bread. The last insurrection,
* under Simon de Montfort, bore the same character;
the barons again humbled the royal power, but the inhabitants
of towns and boroughs, as the price of their co-operation, and
in consequence of the progress which the first concessions had
already enabled them to make, began to be counted as some-
thing in the State. Thenceforward, forming a class, under
the general name of commons, they were summoned to appear
in the council where the bishops and the barons assembled
of right, three times a year, to deliberate upon public affairs.
Favoured by the continental wars, which, under the three
first Edwards, gave an external direction to the activity and
force of the aristocracy, the results of the great insurrections
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fructified for the commons. Whilst the seignorial power was
exhausting itself, was wearing itself out at a distance, the
citizens, working and paying more and more, were more
frequently called upon ¢o come and learn in parliament what
was being done for the interests of all. The kings and the
barons, in order to have their support in wars, ruinous in
their results though brilliantly successful in themselves,
were interested in favouring their rising industry.
The same causes at the same time rendered the condition
of the country villeins harder than in past periods. The
distant expeditions, combined with the progress of luxury,
obliged the seigneurs, whether they resided on their estates,
or had them administered during their absence, to weigh
still more heavy than ever with corvees and taxes upon those
whom they called their naifs (born upon their lands). Com-
plaint at length arose, and became as general as the ewil
which called it forth., The lot of the oppressed interested
people less unfortunate and less ignorant than they; priests,
tradesmen dwelling in the towns, and enjoying privileges as
such. Brief pamphlets were zealously distributed around the
feudal halls; popular proverbs, serving to disguise appeals to
insurrection, flew from mouth to mouth; associations of serfs
were formed in all directions; a vague memory was awakened
of the event which had imposed the foreign yoke; an admirable
instinct taught the oppressed that it was to royal authority
they must appeal from the tyranny of the barons, and all
at once, an hundred thousand men, an advanced guard of
several millions of serfs, covered the roads which from
the various counties led to London. The young 1381.
king Richard II. came in person to hear their complaints.
The chiefs held daring conferences with him. He granted
them charters which enfranchised all the serfs of England, their
children, and their goods. These charters, without a means
of eompelling the seignorial authority to respect them, were
but vain concessions; the insurgents demanded guarantees.
But while they hesitated, some wishing to stand firm, the
rest to retire, the barons, who at first had concealed themselves,
recovered from their terror. They hastened from the country
round London; and, under pretext of danger incurred by the
king, whilst he parleyed with the insurgents, fell upon them,
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and forced them to fly in all directions. Richard II. revoked
his charters, and everything returned to the order established
by the eonquest.

The serfs were not destined to obtain their liberty until
the seignorial autharity felt, in its turn, the necessity of
granting it to them. The eighty-three years that elapsed
between the reign of Richard II. and that of Henry VIL.
witnessed the commencement of gradual emancipation, during
the wars which made Bedford regent of France, and its con-
tinuation, amidst the commotions caused by the rivalry of
the houses of York and Lancaster. The nobles, continually
involved in war 'expenditure, were obliged by their neces-
sities to acknowledge that rents in kind, so vexatious to the
villeing, were unprofitable to themselves; that lands and flocks
prospered better in the hands of farmers who were sure of”
Jjust returns for their industry, than in those of serfs, idle
because they had no interest in the matter. By degrees,
they came to prefer hired to compulsory services. Individual
entranchisements were multiplied, as is shown by a multitude
of acts drawn up in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries;.
in this form given by the historian of the Norman conquest:
¢ Know that we have freed from all yoke of servitude, so
and 8o, our naifs of such and such a manor, them and their-
children born and to be born.”

These partial emancipations by degrees approximated the
condition of the peasants to that of the citizens, as the royal
concessions had placed the privileges of the citizens near to-
the prerogatives of the military and ecclesiastical nobility;
and, on account of the difference of position, the circumstances-
which enforced the enfranchisement of the serfs did still more
for the increasing importance of the citizens. Their progress
was manifested in the different attitude assumed by their re-
presentatives in parliament. These, inthe outset, had obeyed
with repugnance the order which summoned them to come
and declare if the commons were able or not to support sach
and such charges or taxes. They joined to the at first alto-
gether humble expression of their opinion, petitions tending to
enforce or limit it. These petitions became an established
usage, and, unperceived by the citizens, 8 commencement
of participation in legislative authority in matters of tax--
ation. Instead of a simple opinion, it was, by and bye,
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) a consent which they gave. The epoch at which French,
which they did not understand, ceased to be spoken in the
annual council of the three orders, was without doubt that in
which they were admitted to a practical share in the manage-
ment of affairs, A further step was indicated by the sepa-
ration of the parliament into two chambers: the one com-
posed of the high clergy, the earls and barons convoked
by royal summons; the other of petty feudatories and
citizens of towns, elected by their peers. In the parliament
thus divided, the aristocratic element constantly prevailed
throughout the course of the external wars and civil troubles
which occupied the fifteenth century It was, at this time,
the upper chamber, which, in virtue of its composition, play-
ing the part of a feudal diet, made and unmade so many
kings, exacted oaths from some, claimed to regulate the con-
duct of others, ejected ministers, replaced them by others of
their own choice, and in a word, created against royalty the
many precedents which were afterwards to destroy it. The
lower chamber, tacitly assenting to these attacks, in which it
did not as yet feel any interest, solely applied itself to the
maintaining its right of consenting to taxes. The right of
discussing them, under its higher points of view, accrued to
it with the growing practical importance given to its members
by the financial skill acquired in the management of private
interests. In 1355, the lower chamber had already sufficient
liberty to dare to say, that the portion of the public burdens
paid by the commons was too great, and to demand what
they did not obtain, that the revenues of the clergy should be
spplied to the general expenses. Towards the year 1470, the
war of the two Roses, so ruinous and destructive to the aris-
tocracy, drawing near its close, the preamble of all the par-
liamentary acts began to run thus: “ Given by the king and
by the lords, with the consent of the commons.”

IL. It was by this consent that Henry VIL, the first 1485
of the Tudors, ascended the throne; and he main-
tained himself in it, not becanse he united in his person the
rights of the two rival branches, but because he was the man
of all others necessary to the accomplishment of a re-
volution, which the disastrous quarrel of the two Roses 1483
bad prepared.  More than a million of men had ;39
perished in this thirty years’ war; the mortality had
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been especially excessive amongst the ranks of the mobles,!
and the survivors were half ruined: thus the social power no
longer resided in the aristocracy, which was so recently the
exclusive proprietor of the soil. By the breaking up of
the great domains, they passed to the petty nobles, the citi-
zens, the yeomanry, eager and able to acquire all that the
great lords could no longer retain. As to political power,
the high nobility lost it with their territorial property; nor
was it the disunited commons, ignorant of their own power and
position, requiring as yet only to obey and be safe, and not de~
siring to govern for themselves and by themselves, who could
dream of exercising this power: this ambition befitted royalty
alone; and to realise it, the alliance formerly contemned by
Richard II. now offered itself to Henry VII., rendered practi+
cable by time. He accepted, comprehended it, and became all
powerful.
Bred up in feudal anarchy, this king had always
U485 getested it. He made laws to hasten the dissolution
15‘89. of the conquering society, He allowed the great
families to sell their domains, despite the entails with
which they were burdened; he gave offices to those who from
want of money divested themselves of estates; he essayed
to ruin, by processes, those who persisted in retaining
them. He armed against them the famous tribunal known
by the name of the Star Chamber, and had adjudged to
himself those large fortunes which gave him uneasiness, He
forbad the nobles to have those numerous troops of people
wearing their livery, who became armies in their coalitions
against each other, or against royalty, He not only allowed
the petty feudatories and citizens to redeem at a low price
their dependence on the ancient manors, but he frequently
lent them money to make such acquisitions, or to assist
them in their commercial speculations. He employed a
great number of architects, not as his predecessors by corvée,
but by selection, the reward of a new emulation. The
monuments of his time prove that instead of adhering to a
fixed sum for the days’ labour, to all alike, he began to dis-
tinguish talent by higher payment and honour. During his

1 In the parliament preceding the outbreak of the war of the two Roses,
fifty-three peers, besides bishops, took their seats in the upper chamter.
In the first parliament of Henry VII. their number had fallen to twenty-
five; by new creations he raised it to forty.
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) reign, the parliaments were held in-subjection; but this insti»
tution was still entirely aristocratic, and far from becoming
threatening as a popular institution. Condemnations deci-
mated and ruined the upper chamber; the lower chamber, in
comparison with this, thought itself fortunate in being merely
the object of haughty dictation. It augmented its material
greatness in silence, When under Henry VIIL it was
tempted to resume the hardy language it once could use when
the high chamber set it the example, Henry VIII. dispensed -
with it during seven years, and, arbitrarily levying taxes,
showed it how very far the importance of its consent was
from being understood by the nation.
‘When the upper chamber, recruited with parvenus, enriched
by Henry VIL and Henry VIIL, was composed of members
who owed all to the court, or who knew that they could lose
all by it, it was this chamber which still gave to that of the
commons, instead of the example of successful temerity against
royalty, that of abject obedience and blind submission, recom-
pensed, and sometimes despised by the capricious despot. In
the royal sittings under Henry VIII., the commons standing,
according to the ancient custom, learned from the peers who
were seated before them and faced the throne, to how down to
the ground every time that the name of the monarch, who was
present, carelessly stretched at his ease, passed the lips of the
ministers. .And these, all of them men of low birth, and the
vilest of flatterers, no longer occupied the ancient national
council with public affairs, but solely with the virtues of the
king, The lords, holding all by grace and favour, no longer
thought of finding the demands of subsidies too great, and the
commons, although they were interested in giving little, 1509
dared not differ from their ancient chiefs, The great  to
social existence of the upper chamber being thus re- 1303
placed by a political condition fixed by royalty, and dependent
upon it, the parliament remained in this state of subservience
g0 long as the work of aggrandisement, which alone could
give weight to legal protests, and the apprenticeship necessary
to acquire the proper use of these new arms, remained un-
accomplished by the petty nobles and the citizens represented
in the lower chamber. This progress became strongly de-
veloped during the six years of protectorate which succeeded
the reign of Henry VIIL 'The lower chamber, in assigning
to the crown the regular revenue, entitled poundage and tor
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nage, energetically opposed the levying of arbitrary taxes,
sought to protect itself from the laws which it had allowed
to be made against the aristocracy, and revised the odious
chapter of treasons against the crown. Aided in this by
the upper chamber, it decreed that mere words could never
constitute this crime, 8o common under the preceding reigns;
and that as to acts, they must be proved by two wit-
nesses of known credit.
Under Elizabeth, the same progress continued but
1500 Jess visibly; and, despite the still living gratitude of
1;83_ England, it was not the work of this queen. Like
her father, employed in regenerating, to the profit of
the crown, the aristocracy despoiled and borne down by her
grandfather, she was rigorous towards the middle classes,
who threatened to become preponderant. She possessed
sufficient energy and wisdom to fashion them to monarchical
society, before they conceived the idea that there might be
a better substitute for feudal society. To avoid disputes
with -them in parliament, she rarely demanded subsidies
from them, and by continual alienation of the royal do-
mains, impoverished the crown, whilst the daring spirit,
the novelty and success of commercial speculations, elevated
the nation to a degree of splendour hitherto unknown. The
depredations called benevolences, free-gifts, and purveyances,
did not stay the luxuriant vigour in this direction; but the
tyrannical laws made under the preceding reigns against the
aristocracy, prevented this vigour from directing itself to
state affairs, and from demanding an account of the profusion
of the court which it supported. From the first years of
the following reign, we may judge of the extent to which
the despotic daughter of Henry VIIL had subdued the spirit
of her time; consciences alone spoke, and complained and
spake out as was fitting. Laying aside vain lamentations,
they attacked the royal power in its source and in its
abuses.

III. As if in this history each of the epochs marked by
progress bore in itself the germ of the progress which
was to follow, the courage which was about to be shown
by consciences in attacking the royal power, was the
fruits of the efforts which royalty itself had made to
render itself absolute. Henry VIIL., jealous of a respected
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) and powerful clergy, who acknowledged a foreign master in
order to have no master in England, had violently plunged:
the nation into a schism which sobstituted himself as chief of
the church in place of the pope. The ecclesiastical hierarchy
was in part preserved, with its great possessions! by ac-
knowledging the religious supremacy, and proclaiming the
infallibility of the new chief whe had imposed himself upon it;
the lower clergy, freed from celibacy, and preserving its im-
munities and tithes, had submitted. The religious orders had
resisted, strong in their immense riches and in the super-
stition of the people. Henry VIIL. had deprived them of
their fine establishments, their ancient and peaceful domains,
their treasures, the fruits of pious legacies, of illustrious
alms, and of the popular tribute of indulgences. 1509
With these spoils he enriched the courtiers of the upper 1404
house and the docile purchasers in the lower house;
he had tbus founded his reformation upon an immovable
temporal basis, upon the interests of a full third of the
landed proprietors of that period. But by printing the
Old Testament, forbidden by the Romish ehurch, by holding
up to scorn and contempt the monastic impostures and
turpitude, and by reasoning against those whose seruples
arrested them on the threshold of the mew chureb, he had
given rise to, or favoured i their birth, wishes for a more
energetic reform, and soon saw himself cutstripped by secta-

' ries who, with Bible in hand, demanded the abolition of

episeopacy, condemned rehglous supremacy in a king as in a

pope, and of the ameient ecclesiastical constitution desired to

retain only the priestbood. These were the puritane or
presbyterians.

Aided by the wupper chamber, the protectorate, during the
minority of the son of Henry VIIL and Jane Seymour, sus-
tained against them and against the catholies the royal work

in its birth by its own means. The persecution
whlch destroyed and pillaged, under the general name of non-

1} Of sixty-two spiritmal peers, thirty-six were expelled from the upper
house. The number of the temporal lords was increased, uuder the same
reign, to fifty-one. The number of knights of shires in the lower hounse
was rather less than eighty; that of the deputies of cities and towns, having
right of election, was extremely variable; power began to fear their pre-
senoe.
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conformists, and without -exception of creed, those who re-

fused to acknowledge the religious supremacy of the king, |

drew from all the various sects, united in a common resist-

ance, one simultaneous cry for justice. This cry, Liberty of |

conscience! was, unknown to themselves, the first declaration
“ of a principle always invoked by the persecuted sects, always
violated by them in their transient triumphs. During the
protectorate was seen a popular insurrection at once
1509 puritanical and catholic, proclaiming the right of
1603, Teligious opinion. A tanner, the chief of the revolt,
proclaimed, in his appeal to arms, that na man eould
impose upon another his doctrine and worship. The same pro-
clamations for the first time mingled political attacks with
religious complaints; they called upon the commons to rise
out of their degradation, and to free themselves from the
tyranny of the rich.

At the accession of the catholic queen Mary, the spirit
of religious reform, which was to draw from the Bible so
many formidable arguments against political order, mani-
fested itself still more energetically; the puritans wrote and
publicly maintained that the daughter of Catherine of Arra-
gon and Henry VIIL could not reign, because it is said in
the Old Testament, that ¢ the king shall be chosen from among
the brothers.” The parliament was obliged to declare that
the royal prerogatives were the same under a queen as under
a king. The religious counter-revolution under queen Mary
was another step towards political revolution. All powerful
as was this queen by her alliance on the continent and by her
marriage with Philip IL., she could not bring the parliament
to declare the re-establishment of catholicism without re-
storing to this body a part of its ancient importance. Her
father had transmitted to her religious supremacy, combined
with arbitrary political power; she destroyed this unity of

the royal will. In order to overthrow the Reformation,
1599 which served as a basis to religious supremacy, she was
16%5. obliged to alienate a vast portion of arbitrary power.

Not daring to command, she made an exchange;
she gave security to the possessors of ecclesiastical property,
and contented herself with bestowing on the despoiled monks,
whom she meant to re-establish, an indemnity too feehle to
restore their lost power, but sufficient to authorize in the
parliamentary discussions the murmurs of the upper house
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and the loud complaints of the lower chamber. During this
reign, it was no longer the catholics but those who had
adopted the Reformation of Henry VIIL who suffered with
the puritans. The necessary result, for the two protestant
sects, from the community of dangers and interests occurred:
the most energetic influenced, dominated, and almost wholly
subjected the other. So early as the year 1571, the thirteenth
of the reign of Elizabeth, the majority of the lower chamber
was composed of the enemies of prelacy. A member, a de-
clured puritan, demanded a more complete religious reform.
His motion was not discussed, and the queen ordered him not
to appear again in the chamber. He was disposed to obey
this order; but during his absence his friends maintained that
simply incurring the queen’s displeasure was not sufficient to
deprive a deputy of the character with which election had
invested him. An animated debate took place upon

the privileges of the lower chamber, the court was 1502
forced to yield, and the excluded member was greeted ;405
with loud applause upon resuming his seat.

This manifestation, and others of the same kind, contri-
buted as much as the natural pride of Elizabeth to inspire
her with a strong aversion to parliamentary forms. The
puritans wrote against her, and, persecuted as they were,
made active war against her by means of the legal press,.
and afterwards, when this was closely restricted, by means of the:
clandestine press. The religious tribunal, the court of high
commission, and the political tribunal so dreaded under the
name of the Star Chamber, took cognizance indifferently of the
crimes created by these attacks; people were held guilty of
high treason for professing the puritan creed, and guilty of
sacrilege for blaming the acts of the queen’s government.
Power no longer defending its two great attributes, tem-
poral and spiritual, by the arm proper to each, but
striking both at once, the confusion necessarily occasioned
acts of violence on refusal of obedience. The proselytism of"
the Holy Scriptures spread itself; the nation, as it became
better informed, reasoned more closely; the experience of
every day proved that the dogma of religious supremacy
could only be sustained by the excess of political tyranny. It
was, then, only by the overthrow of the latter that the par-
tisans of the pure reformation could hope for the triumvoh of
their convictions.
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The penetrating eye of Elizabeth did not perhaps
¥509  perceive in its most daring results the actual situation
1&3_ of the nonconforming protestants; yet, even during her

life, they began to declare that kings, in the eyes of
Jesus Christ, were no more than the least of their subjects;
that if their religious supremacy was derived from their poli-
tical authority, this sovereignty over persons and consciences
was nowhere to be found in the divine law. These blasphemies
against power, but half developed as they were, gave Eliza-
beth that vivid alarm which troubled her last moments; but
she prudently refrained from arguing with those who opposed
texts of seripture to the texts of her ordinances, which, said
they, were human laws, and, as such, subject to the common
imperfection.

IV. However, royalty could not long be thus attacked at
its root without feeling the necessity of clearly defining itself;
the brutal law of foree no longer sufficed it, as under Henry
VIIL; it was necessary for it to put forth a learned theory,in |
the order of considerations upon which the spirit of examina-
tion began to be exercised. This dangerous lot fell to the
son of Mary Stuart, who was called to succeed to Elizabeth,
and he employed all the frivolous pedantry and love for
the subtleties of theology with which nature had endowed
him, in everywhere provoking the discussion which Elizabeth
had endeavoured to prevent.

James 1. united to the crown of England that of Scotland,
which was slready too heavy for his head. That which
in England was desired by the partizans of the pure re-
formation, James had left established in his kingdom of Scot-
Tand. There religious reform arising from the people, had been
more energetic than in England, where it was the work of the
monarch. The Scotch reformers, disciples of Calvin, had with
one and tho same blow destroyed papal domination and the
ecclesiastical hierarchy. Royal power had vainly struggled
against them under the widow of James V., under Mary Stuart,
and during the stormy minority of James VI. The latter, now
king of England, under the title of James I., had in Seot-
Jand been obliged to consent to the destruction of episcopacy
and the establishment of a new church, composed of presby-
teries, provincial synods, and grand councils. These various
assemblies united among themselves in a certain order of de-
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pendence, had slso formed in the state a eort of religious re-
} public, with pulpits for tribunes, churches for parliament houses,
and for law the Old Testament, expounded in favour of the
weak against the strong. Thenoeforth, in Scotland, the nobles
and kings had beem ineessantly ansthematised, not as go-
verning ill, but as creating scandal by their impiety and their
dissolute oomduct.

The English puritanswent still further, persecution and their
more advanced state of civilization having brought them to a
woredaring and more enlightened investigation. Onthe
arrival of James L., they imagined that his accession 1608
would be areligious era for them; and amid the rejoicings 1091
at his installation, asssiled hina with petitionsin favonr of
the Soottich worship. But James, already aware of the tendency
of presbyterian doctrines; « Go,” said he, to the English puri-
tame,  your belief agrees with monarchy s Goddoesmth the
devil. No bishops, no king.” Thue, far from widhing to
aid in the destruction of episcopacy in England, ke at onee
formed the project of restering it in Seotland, and of esta-
blishing the Angliecan worship, in both his kingdoms. In
order to bring the two matioms to this religious conformity,
he started his Divine Right, a term new to the English, and
be oceupied the whale of his reign in dissertations destined

‘to teach them what they were to understand by it; he made
a distinetion between kings i abstracts, to whom it was
permitted to do what they pleased, and those tx conereto, who
veroobhged (as he eaid) to govern accordieg to the laws of

the eountry, buto‘blsged only by their comsciences. He was
quite willing, in his greciousnees, to be a king of the latter
class, so that nothing further was required of him; “for”
esid he, “to comtest the power of kisgs, is to dispute the
power of God.”

The bishops eager to grant to the royal power that which
they in time desived to obtain from it, beeame the cham-
pions of his doctrime. The religious supremacy of kinge began
to be irksome to them; to free themselves from the state of
dependence in whieh it placed them, they sought to find in
the divine law their own right written side by side with that
which James attributed to himself, and the king sanctioned
in them these lofty pretemsions. The better to struggle
againet the progress of presbyterian doctrines, it suited him to
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derive from one common source the authority of kings and that
of bishops. Their political aggrandisement, their more ample
participation in high offices, was the result of this system, but
at the same time it was a grave offence to the temporal lords
who sat with them in the upper chamber. To support his
ridiculous invention, James at the same time made innova-
tions in the Anglican church: he, indeed, only desired to
mark more distinctly the separation between the reformation
of Henry VIII. and that of the puritans; but all the adherents
of the Anglican church exclaimed that he wanted to return
to the Roman idolatry. They understood by this, Catholicism;
and the recert gunpowder plot had for ever.rendered this
religion execrable to all classes of the nation.

As to the lower chamber, whose aversion to prelacy had
already been manifested during the preceding reign, James had
no sooner propounded to it his doctrine of divine right, than it
plunged into this new field of discussion, full of resolution, and
piously excited by the example of the monarch, to discuss the
moral titles of royalty. The more ardent presbyterians zeal-
ously exercising the utmost of a vain and pedantic science,
wearied themselves foralong time in their attempts to attain the

height of James’s incomprehensible arguments; but the
1603  more intelligent members who sat among them, kept
1 (;gl their attention fixed on the positive and easily accessible
*  questions which arose from the proposition itself. If the
king really held from God this absolute power which he desired
to share with the bishops, what was the law? what was the par-
liament which concurred in making the law? What difference
was there between laws discussed in parliament, and royal ordi-
nances promulgated in the absence of parliament? Was the
object of these ordinances simply to prescribe the execution
of the laws made by parliament, or did they emanate from a
legislative authority superior to all parliamentary deliberation?
‘Were the subjects under the obligation of paying the taxes
imposed by the royal ordinances? If so, whence the custom
of demanding subsidies in the house of co
chamber simply a consulting assembly withWhich the king
could dispense, or one which was to instruct him as to the
interests of the people? And, according as the assembly
held its powers from the king or the nation, was}it the king’s
ministers or the magistrates elected by the{ towns and
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boroughs, in virtue of their charters, who were to send forth
the writs of election? By an inevitable concatenation,
each of these questions involved a crowd of other questions,
and thus for the first time the government was challenged in
all its parts, the administration in its most minute details.
Having once taken this ground, the house of commons was
kept there by those who had conducted it thither, and who
thenceforth were in the position to direct it. Converting
into an historical question, the religious question of Divine
Right, the parliamentary opposition armed itself with all the
testimonies presented by past times against the present pre-
tensions of royul power and favourable to its own claims.
Then were asserted, as the common heritage of the two
chambers, all the acts which recalled the ancient power of
the upper chamber; then were elevated into fundamental
principles, into distinct attributes, into inviolable privileges,
simple forms before regarded as indifferent, but now better
appreciated. Points unperceived during the former existence
of parliament, became of the utmost importance in fixing its
career for the future, and the opposition hastened to seize
them, in order to engage more surely in the contest provoked
by James L

The chamber became enlightened by this laborious re-
search after facts; men were formed in its bosom of great
tact in discovering, of great ability in drawing conclusions
from them. James repented that he had commenced a dis-
cussion which, in spite of him, took this direction; he grew
weary of not being able to reply, and when it was too late,
sought to impose silence. He dissolved the parliament of
1621, and with his own hands destroyed the journals of
the commons; but three years afterwards, he was obliged to
acknowledge the privileges of the lower chamber, as 1021
inscribed in these journals, and from that time forth it e
became a maxim of the constitution: * That the liberties,
franchises, privileges and jurisdictions of parliament, are the
ancient and undoubted birthright and inheritance of the sub-
Jects of England, and that the arduous and urgent affairs con-
cerning the king, state, and defence of the realm, and of the
church of England, and of the maintenance and making laws,
and redress of mischiefs and grievances, which daily happen
within this realm, are proper subjects and matters of counsel

o
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and debmte in parliament. That in handling and proceeding
in such business, every member of parliament hath, and of
right ought to have, freedom of speech to propound, treat,
reason, and bring the same to conclusion. That the com-
mons in parliament have likewise liberty and freedom to
treat of these matters, in such order as in their judgments
shall seem fittest. That every member of the said house hath
like freedom from all impeachment, imprisonment, and
molestation, other than by censure of the house itself, ior or
concerning any speaking, reasoning, or declaring of any
matter or matters touching the parliament or parliament
business. And that if any of the said members be complained
of or questioned for anything done or said in parliament, the
same is to be showed to the king, by the advice and consent of
all the commons assembled in parliament, before the king
give credit to any private information.”

V. It was under the existence of the same circumstances
which bad compelled James, in the last year of his reign, to
alienate this immense portion of absolute power, that is to
say, in the midst of embarrassments caused by a disordered
administration, the expensive caprices of the favourite Buck-
ingham, a minister odious to England, and the ill-success of a
war rashly undertaken and still more foolishly conducted, that

Charles 1. assembled his first parliament. The commons
1021 " did not hesitate, in pursnance of their recently acknow-
1695, ledged right, to demand an account of the state of affairs,

both external and internal. Charles at first hesitated to
contest this right; but soon becoming dissatisfied, he decided
upon governing alone, ordered leviesof taxes, and re-established
the monopolies which James had in some measure abandoned.
He had adopted his father’s doctrine of Divine right, and his
plans in favour of the episcopacy; but more in earnest and
more firm than he, he desired to impose as a master that which
James had sought to establish as a sophist. At least, untik
his time, absolute kings had managed to retain in their in—
terests those magistrates who, in the extraordinary tribunals,
in the high courts of Westminster, and in the inferior courts,
sanctioned despotism by condemning even complaints raised
-against it. They formed a body, formidable despite their
corruption, brought near to the nobility by their riches,
and placed by their education in a position above the middle
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class. Charles, by introducing the bishops into high judicial
fanctions, even to the exclusion of nearly one-half the lay-
men who had formerly exercised them, turned against his
government that talent and skill which had so long been
exercised in torturing every law in favour of despotism, and
in substituting judicial fictions for justice.

The discontent of the lawyers then was added to that of
the great lords, enemies of the bishops, to the legitimate fears
of the wealthy members of the Anglican church, nobles, and
citizens, to the enlightened views of a society which began to
study the ancients, to appreciate the genius of Shakespere,
the learned science of Bacon, and the arts of modern Italy;
lastly, to the need of security, felt by the powerful commer-
cial companies which already rivalled the Dutch and the
Spaniards in the two Indies. At the head of the religious
enemies of absolute power, and opposed to the bishops and
the blind courtiers whose support had driven royalty on to
this rock, a legitimate aristocracy was formed, that of talents,
of enlightenment, and of patriotism adorning birth and riches;
most conveniently placed to serve as the organ of national
interests, speaking at need the language of the court, and
competent to treat with it on terms of equality. The better
informed portion of the upper house, and the rich and
titled portion of the lower chamber, represented in the par-
Liament of 1628 that power formed of new elements and .
old forces, which from the state passed to the nation. 1628.
Little mattered it now that Charles I. convoking, despite his
own feelings, this parliament, and declaring to it his indigence,
added, that he knew where to obtain money, and only asked
for it in order to manifest his royal condescension. The
attributes of the commons were now defined, and it was for
the people to make them respected by exercising their rights,
and refusing to pay taxes which were not sanctioned by the
commons, The famous Petition of Right was, in this respect,
a recommendation addressed to the people; it was for the
national liberties what the act of 1621 had been for the pri-
vileges of the commons. Its numerous clauses, established
by a long enumeration of ancient acts and statutes, that
nothing new was claimed, and the claim itself was the expres-
sion of that which the wants and interests of England at this
‘epoch most imperiously called for.

c2
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“ We demand,” said the commons, “ that no man hereafter
be compelled to make or yield any gift, token, benevolence,
tax, or such like charge, without common consent by act of

arliament; and :

¢« That none else be called to make answer, or take such
oath, or to give attendance, or be confined or ‘ otherwise
molested or disquieted concerning the same, or for refusal
thereof; and

¢ That no freeman, in any such manner as is before-men-
tioned, be imprisoned or detained; and

“ That your majesty will be pleased to remove the said
soldiers and mariners quartered in the different counties, and
lodged in men’s houses against their will, and that your people
may not be so burdened in time to come; and

“ That all commissions for proceeding by martial law may
be revoked and annulled, and that thereafter no commission
of like nature may issue forth to any persons whatever, to be
executed as aforesaid, least, by colour of them, any of your
majesty’s subjects be destroyed or put to death contrary to
the laws and franchise of the land.”

The upper chamber approved this declaration; the
12028 king gave it an equivocal sanction, but a report having
1640. Spread that he merely wished to gain time, and that his
minister, Buckingham, was negotiating for troops with
Germany, the passions which animated the inferior ranks of the
lower chamber burst forth; they re-echoed without, excited the
ople, and menaced the court, more especially the favourite,
uckingham. Under the preceding reign, this minister, to
destroy a rival, had induced the commons to demand his im-
peachment, pursuant to a right which they had not yet ven-
tured to adopt; they now made use of this right against him-
self. Charles interposed, by ordering the dissolution of par-
liament; he treated the commons as a factious assembly, and
declared, that for the future he should regard as extreme
insolence any demand for a new convocation. Some time
after this Buckingham was assassinated; it was one of those
crimes for the execution of which strong minds are found,
when nations can no longer obtain justice from the laws.
‘Charles did not judge of it otherwise, when he witnessed the
joy which was everywhere manifested.
With the death of Buckingham ended a system of disorder,



INTRODUCTION, 21

of prodigality, of unmeaning violence, as contrary to the
interests as to the inclinations of Charles. Still young, 1628
esteemed for the excellence of his private conduct, speak- 16?0
ing of the royal authority not asa tyrant, but as a man
dazzled with the majesty of a rank which he deemed the state
itself ; misled by the prejudices of birth, but compelling
those who approached him to acknowledge in him intentions
better than his acts ; rendered interesting by the distresses
and difficulties he underwent in a situation which he had
not created for himself, but which the violence and errors '
of the preceding reign had prepared for him; having some
sort of excuse in that which the demands of the com-
mons, founded upon ancient facts, presented contrary to the
customs of a less distant period, he found even in the ranks
of the opposition men who devoted themselves to govern
after Buckingham, and to struggle against public discontent,
Thomas Wentworth, earl of Strafford, one of those whose
eloquence had been most distinguished in the discussion on
the bill of rights, was of the number. All at once arming
himself with a new and strange resolution, separating the king
from the court, ready to do all things for him —nothing
for it, ignorant, perhaps, that to restore the royal prerogative
he must betray the country, he entered with ardour upon a
plan of government which for a time set aside the national
representation. But when the state of the public mind, and
the absence of physical means, had taught him tbat this
system was impracticable, he drew himself up with his vigour of
character against the difficulties which arose from men and
from circumstances, and adopted all the consequences of a fixed
determination. Archbishop Laud adopted the same views
with the same ardent zeal, and, moreover, undertook to effect
those changes in the Anglican church which had been
commenced by James I., and which were desired by the
bishops and by the king.

To the ordinary taxes arbitrarily levied, to the old mono-
polies re-established, were added new taxes, new monopolies,
extending even to articles of the first necessity for the
people ; and other expedients, such as compositions for
the order of knighthood, the verifications of titles to pro-
perty came to the aid of the treasury. An army of tax-
gatherers, inspectors, and subaltern judges, carried the royal
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ordinances into execution. All the nonconforming proteste
ants, and even members of the church, who had declared
against the new ceremonies, were compelled to attend the
churches. The court of high commission, the northern
court, and the star chamber, dictated, by numerous con-
demnations, obedience to the king and the bishops; words
spoken against them were punished as though they had been
published writings; the refusal of loans as the purchase of
goods at other than monopoly prices and from the mono-
polists. The mass of the nation bore this patiently for a long

time, on account of the well understood inutility of half
1‘:28 attempts, and the difficulty of passing from submission
1610, torevolt. Yet two kinds of individual resistance, the

one religious, the other political, did not fail to prove the
.energy of the wants and feelings to which endurance did
violence. The first, more popular, more daring, and with
more appearance of a certainty of success, was marked by the
trials of Lilburne, Prynne, Bastwick, and Burton, who were
ignominiously mutilated before the eyes of the people; the
seccad, that of the rich classes, more temperate, more respect-
ful, more calmly calculating between present evils and fore-
seen excesses, was represented by the memorable refusal of
John Hampden. It was at last from Scotland, that focus of
presbyterian doctrines, that after nine years of sufferings,
common to the three kingdoms, came the blow which was to
overthrow tyranny.

The cry of insurrection arose in the same church where
was made the first attempt to introduce the Anglican li-
turgy. At the cry, No pope! No bishops! the people of all
classes hastened to Edinburgh, and there, in a common
council, was drawn up and signed that famous covenant by
which the nobility, citizens, priests, the inhabitauts of the
country districts, swore never to suffer the establishment of
episcopacy in Scotland, which they denounced as equally con-
demnable with papacy, equally the enemy of national liberty.
To uphold this oath, the Scotch organized a fine army, which
was promptly disciplined under the command of officers
formed to the trade of arms by the continental wars. The
activity of Strafford, who came in all haste from Ireland on
the news of the insurrection, could not destroy it in its birth.
On the contrary, the troops which were collected and
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marebed to the Scottish frontier became also affected with
the general discontent. Two years passed in vain efforts,
menaces, and intrigues to destroy the Scottish league, or to
raise against it the ancient snimosities of England, The
monarchists thought to interest the parliament in the cause
of power, by making a great outcry about a correspondence be-
tween the Scottish covenanters and the government of France.
The parliament made a temporary reappearsnce, during
which it ‘manifested an entire indifference to the outrages of
which Charles eomplained, and only spoke of the grievances
of the people. Laud amd Strafford, incapable, as the latter
expreesed it, of cajoling the ill-temper of the adversaries of
authority, obstinately had recourse to the last extremities,
and, when these clearly failed, consented to a regular convo-
cation of pavliament. Already the Scotch had passed the
border. Every where well received, and announcing in their
manifestos that they only desired to lay their just complaints
at the king’s feet; that they came as brothers to deliver the
English from the tyranny of the bishops, they conducted
themselves in every respeet according to those declarations.
Since the parliament of Rights, the king had reduced every~
thing between his people and himself to a question of forces
the parliament having now for army the Scottish insur-
gents, while the king had neither devoted troops nor 1640
the money to pay them, a great revolution was effected 144y
by this single fact: absolute power no longer existed.

VI. Royalty still remained, powerless and resigned; the
-opening parliament was about to have intrusted to it the task
of assigning its limits; a perilous duty, which it, however,
entered upon with confidence, sure of its intentions and not
-doubting its capacity. .And first it put on its trial the system
which had oppressed England during the last eleven years.
The resentment of the nation, the dignity of the lower cham«
ber insuited in the persons of the majority of its members,
demanded, it was said, a striking reparation; the futare re-
quired a great example. Forty committees applied themselves
eagerly to the task of seeking out all that had been done
against the law; thousands of petitions and of statements
addressed to the committees, enlightened them and urged
them' on in this vast process. From disgraceful acts, they
passed to the punishment of the agents of all classes who had
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committed them, and whom they designated by the general
name of delingquents. Strafford and Laud were criminals
too marked to be spared; Strafford, more especially, the most
detested as the mest firm—and, moreover, as a renegade. At
his trial, he defended himself. Rare power of an oratorical
talent formerly dear to the people! He embarrassed the
lawyers, shielding himself with those very laws which he had
trodden under foot; he who had so often shown himself
merciless, drew tears from the eyes of his hearers, These last
1641 and sublime efforts rendered his former virtue still more

*  matter of regret, but did not save him; Charles allowed
the execution of the sentence which condemned him to death.
Among all the consents which had been demanded of him,
this alone he was not permitted to grant.

When Strafford had expiated with his head the brief
triumphs he had secured for royal authority, that authority
itself lay exposed to attack, and soon lost more than it had
usurped. The abolition of the monopolies and of arbitrary
taxes, the-condemnation of the compositions for knighthood,
and of the encroachments of the royal forests, the suppression
of all the extraordinary tribunals, civil and religious, the res-
toration: to all their rights.of the citizens whom these had con-
demned, declared loudly enough that royalty henceforth might
do none-of these things. The point to be determined now
was, what it could still constitutionally do, and here a natural
indiscretion was near being committed. It was felt to be ne-
cessary to fix the royal prerogative ; they mistook one way to
this for another: they began to extend the power of the par-
liament; they desired that it should assemble, at least, every
three years; that it should alone have the power of adjourn-
ing and dissolving itself; should vote the subsidies and su-~
perintend their expenditure; that it should interfere in
affairs until then regarded as the province of the privy coun-
cil; that it should share in the nomination of the judges, and
in the anthority of the bishops and of the king in church mat-~
ters; that it should, at need, have the power to issue ordi-
nances having the force of law; finally, that it should dispose
of the military power of the kingdom. This last pretension
involved the entire ruin of the royal power, and Charles, ac-
cordingly, when he arrived at this point, refused the sanction.
he had.given to. the rest.
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The circumstances of this refusal were very serious. Ireland
suddenly entering, in pursuance of her own particular views,
into the revolutionary movement which was agitating England
and Scotland, had just massacred forty thousand English
soldiers, public functionaries, or settlers, who in her 1641,
eyes represented at once internal tyranny and a foreign yoke.
Ireland was catholic, the king was accused of a tendency to
popery ; the forty thousand slaughtered English were protest-
ants ; the Irish insurrection, in the eyes of prejudiced people,
seemed, accordingly, to be a catholic crime, and the king, who
lost by it all that Strafford had done for him in Ireland, was
deemed to have secretly excited it. How then could he be
intrusted with the charge of reducing the rebels to order? It
was for this that the government desired the disposal of the
military forces. The king remained firm; then commenced,
between him and the parliament, a war of declarations and
of messages which soon proved the impossibility of coming to
an understanding. From the omset, a threatening trans-
formation appeared to have taken place in the spirit of the
parliament; the first leaders of the two chambers, the authors
of the Bill of Rights, had found in the ancient constitution
wherewith to overthrow and punish the tyranny of Strafford,
but not wherewith to prevent the return of that tyranny.
Still attached to royalty, and wishing to preserve episcopacy
as its necessary support, they yielded with regret to the
necessity of seizing upon all the various powers, the only
method, according to their view, of examining at leisure
which of them could be judiciously left to the crown. So
long as Charles had concurred in their political reforms, they
had pursued it without any anxiety of conscience; but when
it became necessary to overcome his resistance on the militia
bill, several of them would proceed no further; the rest, more
deeply committed, or more intent upon - their object, and
courted for their talents, continued to progress with the
nation, but shared their influence with the party less
numerous in parliament, who took their religious convention-
ality for enlightenment, who aimed at the reform formerly
expected from the accession of James L, and whom the in-
surrection of Ireland authorised in attacking episcopacy,
thenceforth confounded with popery. The energy of this
new majority manifested itself by the act known under the
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name of The Remonstrance, an act dictated far less by the
hope of obtaining the king’s consent to the point then in dis-
cussion, thaun by the desire of animating the people against a
resolution which appeared irrevocable.

The parliament announced the existence of a party
l‘ﬁl hostile to the nation, and composed of papists, of the
1643 bishops, of that portion of the clergy which it designated

as corrupt, of the courtiers, of theking’s councillors, and
of other evil disposed persons. It set forth in minute detail, in
a language full of hatred, all that this party had done against the
religion and the liberties of the country, under the ministry of
Buckingham, and then under that of Laud and Strafford.
It then set forth with complacency all that, with the help of
God, itself had done, since its convocation in 1638, to repair
the evils caused by tyranny, to extirpate abuses, to establish
the authority of the laws, and to extricate the king from the
embarrassments of every kind into which he had been
plunged by his evil councillors. It spoke of its own power,
sometimes as momentary usurpations rendered necessary by
circumstances, sometimes a3 attributes legitimately exercised;
and, finally, it set forth its ulterior views.

As to religion, it said: “ We confess our intention is,
and our endeavours bave been, to reduce within bounds that
exorbitant power which the prelates have assumed unto
themselves, so contrary both to the word of God and to the
laws of the land. . . . . And we declare that it is far from our
purpose or desire to let loose the golden reins of discipline
and government in the church, to leave private persons and
particular congregations to take up what form of divine
worship they please, for we hold it requisite that there should
be throughout the realin a conformity to that order which
the laws enjoin according to the word of God. And we
desire to unburden the consciences of men of needless and
superstitious ceremonies, to suppress innovations, and to take
away the monuments of idolatry. And the better to effect
the intended reformation, we desire there may be & general
synod of the most grave, pious, learned, and judicious divines
of this island, assisted with some from foreign parts, pro-
fessing the samo religion with us, who may consider of ali
things necessary for the peace and good government of the '
church, aud represent the results of their consultations unto
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the parliament, to be there allowed of and confirmed, and
receive the stamp of authority, thereby to find passage
and obedience throughout the kingdom. Many excellent
laws and provisions are in preparation for removing the in-
ordinate power, vexation, and usurpation of bishops, for
reforming the pride and idleness of many of the clergy, for
easing the people of unnecessary ceremonies in religion, for
censuring and removing unworthy and unprofitable ministers,
and for maintaining godly and diligent preachers through
the kingdom.”

This was declaring that the presbyterian form of wor-
ship should soon be substituted for that of the bishops. 1041
The latter accordingly found themselves obliged to 1:,’33
quit the upper chamber, and to protest against any-
thing that should be done there without their concurrence.

As to the state, ¢ We desire,” said the parliament, ¢ the esta-
blishing and ordering the king’s revenue, that so the abuse of
officers and superfluity of expenses may be cut off, and
necessary disbursements for his majesty’s honour, the defence
and .government of the kingdom, may be more certainly
provided for; the regulating of courts of justice, and abridg-
ing both the delays and charges of law-suits; that his
majesty be petitioned to grant a standing commission to
some choice men named in parliament, who may take notice
of the increase of papists, their counsels and proceedings, and
use all due means, by execution of the laws, to prevent all
mischievous designs against the peace and safety of this king-
dom. For the better preservation of the laws and liberties of
this kingdom, that all illegal grievances and exactions be pre-
sented and punished at the sessions and assizes. And that
judges and justices be very careful to give this in charge to
the grand juries, and both the sheriff and justices to be sworn
to the due execution of the Petition of Right and other laws.

“That his majesty be humbly petitioned by both houses to
employ such councillors, ambassadors, and other ministers in
managing his business, at home and abroad, as the parliament
may have cause to confide in, without which we cannot give
his majesty such supplies for support of his own estate, nor
sach assistance to the protestant party beyond sea as is
desired. It may often fall out, that the commons may
have just cause to take exceptions at some men for being



28 HISTORY OF THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION,

councillors, and yet not charge those men with crimes, for
there be grounds of diffidence (distrust) which be not in
proof. There are others, which, though they may be proved,
yet are-mnot legally criminal. To be a known favourer of
papists, or to have been very forward in defending or coun-
tenancing some great offenders questioned in parliament, or
to speak contemptuously of either house of parliament, or of
parliamentary proceedings; or such as are factors, or agents,
for any foreign prince of another religion; such as are justly
suspected to get councillors’ places, or any other of trust
concerning public employment, for money; for all these and
divers others we may have reason to be earnest with his
majesty not to put his great affairs into their hands.”
Then taking into consideration the interests of the
1641 commerce of England, the authors of the remonstrance
1:;’43. announced (acting upon the ideas of that period) the
intention to prevent the exportation of gold and silver,
to equalize the exchange between England and other nations,
to give greater circulation to the commodities of the country,
to increase its manufactures, and to place commerce in a just
balance, “in order,” said they, ¢ that the capital of the
country be not diminished, as has happened several years
through pure negligence.”

Next, with a view to the interests of the lower classes, the
remonstrance urged the necessity of encouraging the herring
fishery, which furnished subsistence to the poor, and kept up
a nursery of seamen capable of serving the king in cases of
emergency.

As to each of these articles the remonstrance observed,
with bitterness, that the malignant party was the only
obstacle to ameliorations.

Thus, in the minds of the authors of the remonstrance,
reform in the church against episcopacy, reform in the govern-
ment against the king, the commercial aggrandisement of
England against an ignorant, incapable, and corrupt adminis-
tration, presented themselves as three great tasks to fulfil,
and the entire revolution was resolved upon. The presby-
terian majority in parliament, as well as out of doors,
were eager to commence it, thinking they should be readily
able to terminate it when the king should consent to the
abolition of the bishops; to obtain this consent, they declared
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that it was simply a form; they then went so far as to say
that it was not necessary, that the will of the parliament was
the law, and that the king must submit to it. This last pre-
tension shocked those who desired neither parliamentary
omnipotence nor royal absolutism; it forced the various
elements, hitherto united against the latter abuse, to separate
and distribute themselves, and thenceforth the king had a
party resolved on asserting for him, and, if need were,
restoring to him by the sword, rights consecrated by the past,
equally with those of the parliament and of the people.

VII. When the king hoisted, at Nottingham, hisroyal ;4,4
standard, in signal of a still haughty distress, the thirty-
twolords, the sixty membersof the commons, and the ministers,
who answered to his appeal, formed, with the bishops, the
catholic lords, and the great officers of the crown, the head of
the party called cavaliers. The regular troops which re-
mained faithful, a part also of the country nobles, who, for
thirty years past, altogether apart from what was passing
around them, had still lived in the pure monarchical doc-
trines of the time of Elizabeth, some adventurers, the younger
members of the universities, promptly formed an army
ready to act for this party. The mass of the popu- 1043
lation glorying in the name of Roundheads, given in 4,4
derision to the national party by the cavaliers, sup-
ported the parliament, who took possession of the revenues of
the crown, and invested a commission of its members with
all the functions of government. The women divested them-
selves of their ornaments to furnish means. The men filled
with enthusiasm the ranks of the militia. The leading chiefs
of the parliamentary army were naturally those members of
the two chambers who, by their fortune, could contribute
most towards the expenses of the war, the great lords, and
the rich proprietors, nearly all of whom were presbyterians.
In the secondary ranks, illustrious orators and soldiers
by trade took their stations by the side of the members of
the lower chamber, until then better known by their religious
and patriotic zeal than by their talents.

One of the latter was Oliver Cromwell. In the brilliant
debates in which the rights of the people and of the parlia-
ment had been proclaimed, this man had been remarked
for the invectives which he launched with awkward vehe-
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mence against the king, the papists, and the courtiers. His
activity, displayed whenever there was occasion te watch or
disconcert the intrigues of the court, had afterwards recom-
mended him to the more influential members, and given him
credit among those who believed that the queen, & professed
catholic, led the king; that the king, to please her, had or-
dered the massacre in Ireland; that at first he had raised so few
objections to the numerous demands advanced, merely because

be hoped to regain all by some great act of treachery;
1643 . that he desired to have the charge of reducing
]&Z& Ireland, only in order that he might conduct troops
thither, and then return with them to slaughter all the
protestants of England. These suspicions pervaded the whole
presbyterian body, and caused them to look upon war as an
evil for which the king would be responsible; they inflamed
the hatred of other sectaries, of a more sombre enthusiasm,
amongst them, the independents, enemies to all political and
religious hierarchy, to royalty as well as to episcopacy, to
the aristocracy as well as to the priesthood. Of these, Crom-
well was the hope.

In the first encounters between the king’s party and the
parliamentary army, the latter could not stand their ground;
their cavalry, hastily made up of all who could manage a
horse—in a great measure of grooms—could not withstand that
of the king, composed of gentlemen as brave as they were
passionately devoted to the cause. Among all the experienced
men who commanded for the parliament, not one remarked
this cause of the difference between the two armies. Crom-
well pointed it out to them, and said they must oppose to the:
men of honour who served the king, not valets, but men who
fought for God, for their families, and for their property;
and although he had never served himself, he offered to
organize a body according to this idea, which should decide-
the struggle in favour of those who had best comprehended
it. He selected from among the petty proprietors, the rich
farmers, and the tradesmen, men whose principles he shared,.
and whose conduct and energy were known to him. He
disciplined them, excited, instructed, inured them with him-
<elf to warfare; he ruled them by the ascendancy of a cool,.

act mind in an ardent temperament, and by a force of will

‘ch scemed to such men a sort of divine inspiration..
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Whenever the parliamentary army was beaten, Cromwell’s

iment was sure to be victorious on some point of the
battle field, and after every engagement more and more
recruits offered themselves for this body, which fought so
well, and whose discipline and piety were worthy of the cause
of the country and of religion, elsewhere so ill defended.
It accordingly soon became necessary to make the simple
leader of volunteers, one of the parliamentary generals, and his
cavalry one of the principal corps of the army.

When the parliament declared itself presbyterian, and, in
order to procure help from the Scotch, adopted the principles
of their covenant, Cromwell’s regiment was merely a party
in the army. The presbyterians, strong in their turn, made
tyrannical laws, establishing throughout the three kingdoms
their religious uniformity. The independents, to escape the

ution, came to serve under Cromwell, whom they con-
sidered one of themselves, Cromwell offered them an ayslhum,
interested, as he believed. them to be, in doing as he did, in
creating for themselves titles by services; in becoming first
among the troops, as he sought to become first among the
captains. He was not mistaken; these new-comers,
although they did not, any more than he, like the 1043
Scotch auxiliaries, or the noble presbyterian generals 1(;:6
who commanded, thought only of the common cause.
Their intrepidity and discipline at length brought victory to
the parliamentary flag.

The Anglo-Scottish presbyterians then desired peace:
wishing, above all things, that their religious revolution
should be adopted, they almost entirely abandoned the poli-
tical revolution. Now, it was for this that the independents
had fought; transferring their religious creed into the poli-
tical order, they condemned all powers as usurped from
Christ; they awaited His coming upon earth, and would not
accept a peace which would prevent them from preparing
for what they called His reign. Alone they would not have
influenced the: nation, but the aversion with which their
absurd ideas inspired them against royalty corresponded with
the views of a political party, composed of enlightened men,
of late united with the presbyterians against episcopal
tyranny, and who, seeing the embarrassment felt by the
latter in at once defending their own innovations against the
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king, and in preventing other innovators from going beyond
them, had boldly advanced to broader principles. They
rejected all state religion, whether catholic, episcopal, or
presbyterian; every ome, according to them, had a right
. -openly to profess his belief; and as to royalty, whether
]f:a or not it might be deemed advisable to come to terms
1646, With it, they desired that it should be considered, not

as having violated such or such a liberty, recorded
in mouldy charters, but as having broken an original con-
tract, which had made the people submit to it, and which they
founded on simple reason. Writers—amongst others, Milton,
the greatest genius of the time—spread these doctrines; mem-
bers of parliament maintained them to the face of the pres-
byterian majority; Cromwell and his officers professed them
in the army, where lay the strength.of the religious and
political independents. Certain of being sacrificed if peace
was made between the presbyterians and the king, they
represented it as an act of weakness, or as the forced result
of bad management.

The people were divided between them and the presby-
terians: if they listened to the latter when they declared that
peace alone could terminate a struggle so ruinous to the
country, they united their indignation with the former
when they represented that warfare without energy, and
mal-administration, had infinitely prolonged the duration of
the sacrifices which the people had imposed upon themselves,
and had compromised the cause for which they had endured
them. Again, the presbyterians still persisted, even in
making war against the king, in affixing his name to their
acts. Now, a royalist parliament assembled by the king at
Oxford, acted on the same principle, and in the same form,
-and the nation might thus be placed in doubt on which side was,
if not justice, at least the law. The independents made use of
this to urge the necessity of new principles; it was necessary,
+ they said, that all should regard royalty as they regarded it;
that the war should be carried on with more energy; that the
army should be reorganized; that the generals should be more
closely dependent upon the parliament; and that with this
object they should be taken from the ranks of the army, and
not from the chambers. Upon this last point the indepen-
‘enta satisfied themselves by the famous Self-denying ordinance



INTRODUCTION, 33

supported in parliament with so much vigour and subtlety by
Cromwell. While the noble and presbyterian generals, taken
by surprise, withdrew from the: command, Cromwell alone,
among the officers, members of parliament, remained at the head
of his regiment; and before there was time to protest against
this exception, merited it by an important success against
the king. His reputation was already great enough for him
to have aspired to the command-in-chief, but he desired
rather to appear to obey a man whom he was sure of govern-
ing, and contented himself with advancing and distributing
throughout the various regiments the officers and soldiers
who had served under his command.

The reorganization which placed the independents in pos-
session of the military employments rapidly bore its fruits. The
royalist party was defeated upon the field of Naseby. The
king took refuge in the camp of the Scotch, who in- ,..4
spired him with less fear than their allies; but the )
Scotch delivered him up to these, thinking that they could
more effectually induce him to recognise their worship and
their liberties.

In England, the battle of Naseby disposed all minds in
favour of a party which had so soon kept its word. At this
juncture, there were to be replaced in the lower chamber
one hundred and thirty members, who had retired at the
commencement of the war. The choice fell upon men belong-
ing to the independent party, and upon some of the plebeians
who had become chiefs of the army. These new comers, dis-
playing on every occasion a vigour and capacity which seemed
to disappear from among the presbyterians in proportion as
they went more and more beyond their mark, made their way
into the committee of government, formed of the members of
the two chambers. Masters of these two posts, the army and
the council, the independents commenced against the king,.
against the Scotch auxiliaries, and against the presbyterian
church, a system of impeachments, soon followed by open war.
The presbyterians recovered some energy to defend them-
selves. Having with them the Scottish army, the citizen class,
and the majority of the parliament, and disposing of the
king’s person, they imagined that by coming to terms with
him, by disbanding part of the army, and sending the remain -
der to Ireland, they could maintain the revolution as they

D
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had designed it. But on the one hand the king, hoping to
profit by the misunderstanding, made every effort to gain
time; on the other, the army, learning thas the majority of the
parliament thought of disbanding it, formed itself into deli-
berating bodies, into assemblies of soldiers, elected by their
comrades under the title of agitators, and into a higher clasa
of clubs, composed of officers. Threatening petitions were
sent from these military assemblies. The parliamentary
presbyterians mistook the character of these turbulent protests,
as the court formerly misconceived the demands of the people;
they voted several months pay, whereas it was'power that the
soldiery aimed at.

Cromwell was, as it were, the connecting link between the
independents of the army and thosé¢ of the parliament. Always
going backwards and forwards from one to the other, praying,
preaching, calling for the reign of Christ with the agitators,
and with his parliamentary friends fervently expatiating on
the idea of a republic, and of the sovereignty of the people,
over all he exercised an immense power of opinion. Reduecing
the question between the two parties to the small number
of points upon which the matter was to be decided by foree or
by address, he saw that to deprive the presbyterians of the
support of the Scotch and of the disposal of the king’s person,
would be to conquer. Intrigues, aided by several just com-
plaints, alienated the Scotch; a daring coup-de-main rendered
the king a prisoner of the army, without the participation of
Cromwell being perceived, and without the mass of the
nation understanding what would be the result of all this.

The parliamentary presbyterians, who saw it better, loudly
proclaimed it. Henceforward, nothing remained for Crom-~
well and his party but to expel them from the parliament.
The presbyterians were strong in the city of London; their
old popularity, founded upon so great and such noble services,
raised the citizens against the independents, who were the
minority in the house. The latter hereupon played the
part of oppressed victims; to the number of sixty, they pro-
oeeded to the army, which, in conducting them back to Lon-
don, had thus a pretext of being driven to use force, the last
argument between parties. The sixty members reinstalled,
amidst the plaudits of the army, who imposed silence on the
London citizens, in their turn excluded eleven of the most
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distinguished presbyterian members, and manifested an eager-
ness to come to & conclusion with the king. An astounded,
uncertain majority formed around them, disposed to act with
the system of expurgation which now established itself.
They voted four bills, which were to be presemted to the
king as articles of peace. If, said the independents, he fail
to recognise in this negotiation a last effort of the long en~
Qurance of parliament, we will proceed to a last resolution.
But what was this extreme resolution to be? the tetal
overthrow of royalty? Beyond that the enemies of the pres-
byteriars had no views or opinions in eommen. The ambi-
tious class, with Cromwell at their head, objected to men’s
looking so far forward: Ged, said they, would give them in.
spiration when the proper time arrived; others, enlightenesd
patriots, insisted upon the consideration of the reforms which
legislation and the representative systema would have to
undergo, 'when there should be no lenger a king. The agita-
tors of the army declaimed against the first, on the faith of
visions, which showed them all things regulated for the reign
of Christ; and against both rose, full of fierce hatred, a party,
which was driven by the instinct of poverty towards the last
term of all revolutions, equality in position and in fortune, the
abolition of ranks and the community of property. These
levellers were mostly in the ranks of the army, and among the
populace; they, too, had their writers and their doetrinal leaders,
men as ignorant as themselves of a question still misunder-
steod, and unworthy of being even listened to at that period.
The disputes among the agitators, the saints, the levelleis,
and the politicians, would have excited & war in the bosom of
the army, scarcely yet victorious over the presbyterians amd
the royalists, had it not been for the energy and akility of
Cromwell. He first exercised severity at the fitting moment,
and then concilinted the treoops; and his order as gemevsl
became law with all who served under his standard. He
himself and some of the independent chiefs knew that the
king would refect the four bills; for this unfortunate primee,
vietim of his own intrigues, was ne longer merely their pui-
soner, but their instrument also. Acting upon false adviee,
be persisted in a system of obstinaey to which the queen, whe
shared mot his perils, and several of the less able of his sineere
partisans, counselled himr to adhere, as the only course com=
D2
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patible with his dignity. Upon his reply in the negative,
which had been perfectly foreseen, the parliament at once
declared that it would not again treat with him.

Great was the joy in the army and among the political
independents and the levellers. But, without the king, what
was to become of the old order of things? This was the
question asked on all sides, by those who had wished to
reform and not to destroy it. They had no need to concert
with one another; their fears were of that nature which bring
prompt counsel. A formidable reaction broke out against
the independents. Behind the presbyterian majority, which
still in the parliament, in the army, and in the magistracy,
occupied important posts, were ranged all those whom the
revolution had already outstripped. The Scotch also seized
this occasion to declare how they had understood the revolu-
tion; and whilst, for the third time, they passed the frontier
in arms, the western and northern counties most distant from
London, rose in revolt; the eastern counties followed the
example, and the movement extended itself to the gates of
London. Cromwell and his principal lieutenants were de-
clared public enemies; they were not men to defend them-
selves by words, or to dispute for London and the parliament
with their adversaries, whilst the kingdom escaped their
grasp. The instinct of self-preservation taught them better.
The committee of government still belonged to them; starting
from this centre, they threw themselves in every direction
upon the insurgents, and disarmed them. Discipline every-
where gained the day over mere passion. Cromwell, with
an unexampled rapidity, advanced towards the north against
the Scotch, fought with them three great battles, in which he
staked all for all, as suited his situation and his genius, and
did not leave ten of his enemies under arms. The news
which reached him from London was of a nature to hasten
his return; but judging that he should in reality gain time
by.making his triumph complete, he entered Scotland, quar-
tered his troops there, and occupied himself with every minute
detail that could secure the tranquillity of the country.

Meantime, the presbyterians having recovered the majority
in the lower chamber, and the upper chamber, nearly deserted
since the self-denying ordinance, having witnessed the reap-
pearance of the presbyterian lords, negotiations had recom-



INTRODUCTION, 87

menced with the king. The greatest efforts had been made
to reconcile him with the nation; but more advantageous con-
ditions, far from prevailing with him, only rendering him
more exacting, the independents, witnesses of these vain
efforts, although a minority in the parliament, had not lost
courage; the victorious troops would ere long return to their
aid, and peace with the king would soon become impossible.
The presbyterians saw the approach of this moment with
despair. The parties who feared it made every effort to p