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OF

IRELAND:

FROM THE PERIOD OF THE ENGLISH INVASION
TO THE PRESENT TIME.

THE desire of Anne, that her brother should
succeed to the crown, was most advantageous to
Louis XIV. Peace, as advantageous to France

as the queen could obtain, was concluded. Ox-

ford, whose deception to the Jacobites was dis-
covered, was removed ; a new ministry appointed ;
but, four days after his dismissal, their views were
frustrated, by the death of Anne, on the 12th of
August, 1714. Agreeable to the act of succese
sion, George 1. son of Ernest Augustus, elector
of Brunswick, and of Sophia, grand-daughter of
James I. was proclaimed king of Great- Britain
and Ireland. The schemes in favour of the Pre-
tender were discovered. Oxford, who had frus-
trated the design, was sent to the Tower. Bolin-
broke and Ormong escaped to France.
Parliament met at Dublin, in November 1715,
His majesty’s title to the crown was zealously
recognized. The late ministers of the queen were
voted enemies to the succession. The justices
acquainted them that the kingdom was to be in-
vaded. The commons addressed his majesty,
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expressed their abhorrence of the design, and
their zeal and affection for his person and go-
vernment. :

Meanwhile the earl of Mar, who had been se-
cretary of state for Scotland in the reign of queen
Aune, and lieutenant-general Hamilton, sailed
from London, by direction of the Pretender, and
landed in the north of Scotland. He assembled
his friends ‘and vassals, and proclaimed the Pre-
tender. A great number of highlanders and prin-
cipal noblemen having joined him, he marched
forward and seized upon the town of Perth, by
whichh means he was master of all that part of
Scotland which is beyond the river Tay.

Some officers had, at the same time, attempted
to surprise the castle of Edinburgh, which would
bhave made Marr master of all, and would have
obliged his enemies to quit the post of Stirling;
but this project failed. As soon as king George
was informed of the revolt of Marr, he sent the
duke of Argyll from London, who, without stop-
ping at Edinburgh, advanced to Stirling with all -
the troops he could collect, which did not amount
to more than fifteen hundred men. George I. at
the same time, caused some regiments to march
from Eogland into Scotland, and gave orders
that several should be brought over thither from

.‘Ireland; he also sent to demand of the States
general the six thousand men they were bound to
give by the treaties made by the late king, in
favour. of the protestant succession.

Marr, in the mean time, amused himself with
forming his army, and settling all his affairs, as
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if he was sure of haviag all the time he wanted.
Had he marched forward as soon as he had col-
lected eight or ten thousand men, he certainly
wauld not have met with any opposition, and
Argyll would have been obliged to quit Scotland,
to retire to Berwick. He might then have been
able to put his army in order, to assemble a par-
liament, and to march to the frontiers, either to
defend them against king George’s troops, or to
advance inte England, and join the friends of
the Pretender, in case they should form a party
there, as there was reason to expect; but his
little skill in military affairs made him lose this
opportunity, and he gave time to the troops .
that were marching from all quarters to join the
duke of Argyll. A man may have a great deal
of understanding, a great deal of personal bra-
very, and be a very able minister, without hav-
ing the talents requisite for an enterprize of this
nature. It is certain that Marr had them not;
and we must not therefore wonder that he did
not succeed. After he had drawn the sword, he
did not know in what manner to proceed.

Soon after Marr had seized upon Perth, M.
Forester, a respectable gentleman in the county
of Northumberland, the lords Derwentwater,
Widrington and others, took up arms there,
and proclaimed the Pretender; but their princi-
pal force consisting in cavalry, they asked of
Marr a reinforcement of infantry; upon which
he detached brigadier M<Intosh, to join them
with eighteen hundred highlanders. M-‘Intosh
passed the Firth, near Edinburgh, in spite of

4
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some ships of war, which happened to be there;
and instead of marchiog the nearest way to join
Forester he drew near to Edinburgh. The Duke .
of Argyll hastened thither from Stirling, and
M-c<Intosh retired into an old ruined fort, called
Leith, at a mile distance from the town; he
would not have been able to maintain his ground
there for want of provisions, if the duke of Ar-
gyll had not been obliged to return immediately
to Stirling, to oppose Marr, who was marching
thither. As soon as M‘Intosh was relieved from
the situation he had foolishly got himself into,
he made what haste he could towards the fron-
tiers of England; and was joined in his way by
the lords Kenmure, Nithsdale, &c. with five
hundred horse from the south of Scotland ; but
he lost a great number of his highlanders, who
went back into their own country. After they
had all joined, Forester, instead of marching di-
rectly into Scotland, to attack Argyll on one
side, while Marr attacked him on the other,
which was the only wise step they could take,
they advanced into the bishoprick of Durham,
having some hopes that the town of Newcastle
would decjare for them; but general Carpenter
baving got there before them, and having posted
himself with one battalion and some dragoons,
they took the road towards Lancashire, where
their army was increased by numbers of catho-
lics. They advanced as far as Preston, thinking
that the neighbouring counties would also take
up arms; but general Wills, whom king George
had seat there, having got together some infan-
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try, with several regiments of cavalry and dra-
goons, marched straight to them, and arrived
near Preston, before they had the least intelli-
gence of it. They put themselves in a posture of
defence, and even repulsed the troops vigorously
in their first attacks, so that considering the su-
periority of Forester, and the few troops Wills
bad with him, it is probable the latter would
have been, if not defeated, at least obliged to
retire; but all of a sudden Forester, and most
of the chiefs of his party, losing their presence of
mind, offered to capitulate. Gen. Wills conducted
the matter so well, that they submitted at discre-
tion, being satisfied with the assurances he gave
them, of employing his good offices in their
favour. Forester had with him about two thou-
sand men, and Wills not more than one thousand
at most,

In the mean while Marr, after having amused
himself a long time at Perth, began his march to
attempt the passage of the river Tay, above Stir-
ling. Argyll being apprised of it, marched up to
him, and they met at Auchterardire. Marr’s army
might consist of nine or ten thousand men, and
that of Argyll of three or four thousand.

Argyll, at first, broke the left of Marr’s army,
but the latter totally routed the rest of the enemy’s
forces, of whom he made a considerable slaugh-
ter; but he did not pursue them, and suffered
Argyll, with his right wing, to retire in good
order to Stirling.* The next day, instead of
availing himself of his advantage, he marched

#* Berwick’s Memoirs.
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back to Perth. From thence he detached the
‘marquises Huntly and Seaforth, with five or six
thousand of their vassals, to retake Inverness.
But Huntly aceepted pardon, and Scaforth
retired. '

After an interval of two' months from the com-
mencement of this rebellion, the Pretender land-
‘ed at Peterhead, towards the end of December.
Instead of an army of 16,000 men, that he ex-
pected, he found but 5 or 6000, in the most
wretched state. Argyll, notwithstanding the sea-
son of the year, advanced; the highlanders re-
treated ; and the Pretender, having witnessed the
failure of the attempt, with Marr, and a few
others,embarked for France, leaving their wretch-
¢d followers to shift for themselves.

The Irish parliament offered a reward for the
Pretender, and attainted the duke of Ormond;
stating to his majesty, that it was with the ut-
most concern they found that this country gave
birth to James Butler, late duke of Ormond; a
person who, in despite of his allegiance, and the
obligations of repeated oaths, has been one of
the chief authors and fomenters of that wicked
and unnatural rebellion. They also unanimously
voted him guilty of high-treason; his estate to
be vested in the crown; and that a reward of teén
- thousand pounds should be offered for appre-
hending him, in case he landed in any part of
Ireland. So that he, who, in 1704, had been
addressed by them with particular marks of love
and veneration, 'on account of kis having pro-
cured The barrier to the protestant religion, as
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the law then passed against the catholics wab
called, now became the public object of their
aversion and contempt. But, indeed, what bet-
ter could they have expected from a person, who,
regardless of public faith, and the articles of the
capitulation of Limerick, had procured to be
enacted, a penal statute, through which there
ruis such a vein of ingenious cruelty, that it
seems to be dictated rather hy some pretor of
Diocletian, than by a British or Irish noble-
man? It was a singular circumstance in this
duke’s fortune, that although in his expedition
on thie coast of Spdin, his soldiers committed
many outrages, and profanations of what was
held sacred by the inliabitants ; yet, after the bill
of attainder liad passed against him, he fled for
protection to that country, where he had con-
hived at the sacrilegious excesses of his army;
and afterwards retired to Avigdon, a territory
belonging to the first prelate of that church,
which he had treated with so much cruelty.
Though the acting rebels were almost all
Scottish presbyterians, and none of the catholics
in Ireland weére known to be any way connected
with them, yét such was the governmeunt’s af-
fected feiir, ot real hatted, of these catholics,
that the penalties for the exercise of their reli-
gion were niow generally inflicted, Fheir chapels
wete shut up; their priests dragged from their
hiding places; sometimes from the very altars,
in the niidst of divine service; hurried into loath-
some prisofts, and frotn thence banished for ever
from their native country. This persecution wag
vVoL. IV, B
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the obvious, and but the natural effect of a reso-
lution of the commons at this juncture; ¢ that it
was the indispensable duty of all magistrates, to
put the laws in immediate execution against po-
pish priests; and that such of them as neglected
to do so, should be looked upon as enemies of
the copstitution, And although this rebellion
of the presbyterians in Scotland was the sole pre-
tence for this severity; and the very same law
which banishes popish priests, prohibits also dis-
senters to accept of, or act by, a commission in
the militia or array; yet so partial were the reso-
lutions of that parliament, that, at the same time
that they ordered the former to be rigorously
prosecuted, they resolved unanimously, that any
person, who should commence a prosecution
against any of the latter, who had accepted, or
should accept of, a commission in the array or
militia, was an enemy to king George and the
protestant interest. Thus of the only two main
objects of the same law, its execution against one
of them was judged highly meritorious; but it
was deemed equally culpable even to attempt it
against the other; though the law itself makes
no difference between them. Such was the justice
and consistency of our legislators of that period.*

Irish catholics might now assume a title simi-
lar to that assumed by the pope. He styles him-
self the servant of theservants of God; they were
the slaves of the slaves of England. The pro-
testant negro drivers of Irish catholics did not,
it seems, perceive, that the penal laws agains$

* Hist. Rev. Civil Wars of Ireland.
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catholics were also penal against Ireland; and
that the infamous acts to prevent the growth of
popery, were equally operative to prevent the
growth of Ireland’s prosperity. Indulging their
unchristian hatred of the elder branch of chris-
tiavity, and of its professors; and pleased with
the exercise of a petty, subordinate tyranny, they
appear to have been generally insensible of the
chains they wore, in common with their other
countrymen. But, in 1719, the English parlia-
ment made their slavery evident.

A cause, relative to an estate betwixt Hester
Sherlock and Maurice Annesly, was tried before
the court of exchequer in Ireland. The latter
obtained a decree, whichupon appeal was reversed
by the lords. From their sentence Annesly ap-
pealed to the English peers, by whom the judg-
ment given in his favour by the court of exche-
quer was confirmed, and an order issued to put
him in possession of the disputed estate. Against
this illegal determination, Sherlock petitioned
the Irish house of lords. The lords proposed to
the consideration of the judges, whether, by the
laws of the land, an appeal lies from a decree of
the court of exchequer in Ireland, to the king in
parliament in Great Britain? The judges an-
swered in the negative. The peers then resolved,
that they would support their bonour, jurisdic-
tion and privileges, by giving the petitioner,
Hester Sherlock, effectual relief, pursuant to a
former order. Notwithstanding, some time after
a petition was presented to the house, by Alex-
ander Burrowes, sheriff of Kildare, setting forth,
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that his predecessor in office had put Hester
Sherlock in possession of the premises. That
upon his entering into office, an injunction, agree-
ably to an order of the English peers, issued
from the exchequer, commanding him to restore
Mayrice Annesly to the possession of the above-
mentioned lands; that not daring to act in con-
tradiction to the arder of the house, he was fined.
That in consequence of this, being afraid lest he
should be taken into custody, he durst not ven-
"ture to come in to pass his accounts, for which
ke was fined twelve hundred pounds.

The lords resolved, that Alexander Burrowes,
Esq. in not obeying the injunction issued from
bhis majesty’s court of exchequer, in the cause
betwixt Sherlock and Annesly, has behaved him-
self with integrity and courage, and with due
respect to the orders and resolutions of the house,
That the finea imposed upon him be taken off.
That the lord chief barons of the exchequer, in
the cause betwixt Sherlock and Annesly, and also
respecting the sheriff of Kildare, had acted in
manifest derogation to and diminution of the
king’s prerogative, of finally judging in his bigh
court of parliament in Ireland, as also of the
rights and privileges of this kingdom and its
parliaments. They also ordered the barons into
custody; and, in vindication, drew up a repre-
sentation to be presented to his majesty.

In it they represented, that by many ancient
_records and sundry acts of parliament it appegred,
that the kings and principal men of Ireland did,
without compulsion, submit to Heory the Second
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as their liege lord, who, at the desire of the Irish,
ordained that the laws of England should be of
force, and observed in this kingdom. That by
this agreement Ireland obtaiged the benefit of
Eoglish law, with many ather privileges, parti-
cularly that of having a distinct parliament, in
which weighty and impartant matters relating to
this kingdom, were to be treated, discussed, and
determioed. That this concession and compact,
ratified by succeeding kings, encouraged' the
English ta come over and settle in Ireland, where
they were to enjoy the same laws, the same liber-
ties, and a constitution similar to that of Eng-
land. That by this constitution and these privi-
leges, his majesty’s subjects had been enabled
to discharge their duties faithfully to the crown;
that therefore they insisted upon them, and hoped
to bave them preserved inviolable. Thatthough
the imperial crown of this realm was annexed to
that of Great Britain, yet being a distinct domi-
nipn, and being no part of the kingdom of Eng-
land, none could determine with the affairs of it,
hut such as were authorized by its known laws
awd customs, or the express consent of the King.
That it was an iavasion of his majesty’s prero-
gative, and a grievance to his Irish subjects, for
sny cenrt of judicature to take upon them to de-
clare, that he could not by bis authority in par-
liament, determine all controversies between his
sybjects of this kingdom, or that wheu they ap-
peal to his majesty in parliament here, they did
wot bring their cause to a competent judicature,
That in relation to the removal of causes by ap-
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peal from this kingdom, the judges being some-
times ignorant of the common law of England,
which was the rule of their decisions, did apply
to his majcsty for information, which he gave
them by the advice, and with the assistance of
the justices of the King’s bench, who in ancient
times constantly attended his person. That when
the King’s bench came to be fixed, appeals were
made to it, though the king was not personally
present. ‘That from hence it could not be inferred -
upon any ground, that appeals from the parlia-
liament of Ireland, might be brought before the
house of peers in England. They represent, that
but two instances occurred, of appeals from the
Irish court of chancery to the English peers,
prior to the revolution, and two instances subse-
quent to it, until the year seventeen hundred and
three, none of which ought to affect the jurisdic-
tion of the Irish lords, as by the principles and
the nature of their constitution, whatever judicial
powers were lodged in the British parliament,
with respect to that kingdom and its inferior
courts.. That therefore in the year seventeen
hundred and three, upon a complaint of the Earl
and Countess of Meath, that during the interval
of parliament, an order of the English peers had-

dispossessed them of certain lands, which had

been decreed them here, the Irish parliament re-
stored them effectually, to the undisturbed posses-
sion of them. ‘That there was just reason to con-
clude they would have acted the same part, re-
specting the appeal of the Bishop of Derry, had
he not been removed, and a composition made by
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his successor with the London :society prevented
it. They then state the appeal of Maurice An-
nesly from their judgment, with all the parti-
culars of the interference of the English lords,
in that cause, injurious to their privileges; and
the pernicious consequences of this usurped ju-
risdiction of the British peers.

They observe to his majesty, that it is the
right, and the happiness of his subjects in this
kingdom, as well as of those in Britain, that by
their respective constitutions, justice is adminis-
tered to them without much trouble or expence,
in the kingdom to which they belong; but if his
majesty is deprived of the power of finally de-
termining causes here, in his high court of par-
liament, those who were unable to follow them
to Britain, must submit to whatever wrongs they
might suffer, from the more rich and powerful.
That if all judgments made in his majesty’s
highest court within this kingdom, were subject
to be reversed by the lords in Great Britain, the
liberty and property of all his subjects of Ireland,
must thereby become finally dependent on the
British peers, to the great diminution of that
dependence, which by law they ought always to
have on the English crown. That if the inter-
ference of the English lords, in receiving appeals
from Ireland, be recognized and supported, it
would take away the power from his majesty, of
determining causes in his parliameat of this coun-
try, and confine it entirely to the parliament of
Britain. That the writs for summoning the lords
and commons in both countries being the same,
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they must in each kingdom bie possessed of equal
powers, or else the peerage of their nation be
little more than an enipty title, and the commons
stand for ever deprived of the privilege of imi-
peaching in parliament, which right could not
pussibly be maintained, if there were not within
the realm a parliamentary judicature. That if
the power of judicature may, by a vote of the
British lords, be taketi away from the parliament
of Ireland, no reason could be given why the
same lords might not, in the like manner, deprive
the people of Ireland of the benefit of their whole
coustitution. ‘That the lords of Great Britain
hidve not in themselves ahy way, either by law ot
custom, of executing theit decrees in Ireland.
'That this could only be aceomplished by an ex-
tiaordinary exettion of royal power, whith would
be hiighly ptejudicial to the liberties of thig nation.
They also inform his mdjesty, that to prevent
ihe appellant from making farthét application to
the Itish parliament, his deputy tecéiver had paid
her & suin exceeding eighteen hundred pounds,
which, to the prejudice of his majesty’s subjects,
he expected would be réfunded by govetnment.
That these proceedings of the Eriglish lords had
greatly émbarrassed his patligment of Ireland,
disgusted the generality of his loyal subijeets, an@
must of necessity expose all sheriffs and officers of
justi¢e to the gieatest hardships, by this intetfé-
rénce of diffetent jurisdietions. They hoped, that
all these things being duly cansidered, his majésty
weould justify the steps they had takén, fot sop-
porting his prerogative; dud thie just fights and
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liberties of themselves and their fellow suhjects.
But their hope was vain. Their representation
and proceedings were laid befoye the British
bouse of lords. Being read, they resolved, that
the barons of the court of exchequer in Ireland,
in their proceedings ip the cause between Annesly
and Sherlock, in obedience to their orders, had
acted with coyrage according to law, ia support
of bis majesty’s prerogative, and with fidelity to
the erown of Great Britain. That an humble
address be presented to his majesty, to confer on
them some mark of his royal favour, as a recom-
‘pense for the injuries they had received, by being
unjustly censured, and illegally imprisoned, for
doing their duty. They then passed a law, which
declared, that whereas attempts have beep lately
made, to shake off the subjection of Ireland unto,
aod dependence upon, the imperial ¢rown of this
realm, which will be of dangerous consequence
to Great Britaio and Ireland. And whereas the
lords of Ireland in order thereto, have of Ilate,
aguinst law, assumed to themselves a power and
jurisdiction to examine, correct, and amend the
judgments and decrees of the courts of justice in
the kingdew of Ireland; therefore, for the better
secugiog of the dependency of Ireland upon the
crown of Great Britain, may it please your ma-
jesty, that it may be enacted, and it is bereby
declared and enacted, by the king’s most cxcel-
leat majesty, by and with the adyice and consent
of the lords spiritual and temperal, and commons,

in this present parliament assembled, and by the

autbority of the same, that the said kiongdom of
VOL. IV. c
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Ireland hath been, is, and of right ought to be;
subordinate unto, and dependent upon the impe-
rial crown of Great Britain, as being inseparably
united and annexed thereunto; and that the king’s
majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons
of Great Britain, in parliament assembled, had,
hath, and of right ought to have, full power and
authority to make laws and statutes, of sufficient
force and validity to bind the people. and the
kingdom of Ireland. And it further enacted and
declared, that the house of lords of Ireland have
not, nor of right ought to have, any jurisdiction
to judge of, affirm or reverse any judgment, sen-
tence, or decree, given or made in any court
within the said kingdom; and that all proceed-
ings before the sdid house of lords, upon any such
Judgment, sentence or decree, are, and are bereby
declared to be, utterly null and void, to all in-
- tents and purposes whatsoever.

This thus degraded colonial assembly still gra-
tified their elaborately inculcated prejudices, and
their pitiful pride, in the exercise of a delegated,
subordinate tyranny, by enforcing penal laws
against their catholic countrymen; whilst Eng-
land continued, with unabating asperity, to inflict
political and commercial disabilities on both, the
delegates of their tyranny, their negro drivers, as
well as an the slaves of slaves.

- In the year 1723, the commons unanimously
resolved, that it was the indispensable duty of
all magistrates to put the laws in immediate exe-
cution against popish priests; and that the ne-
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glect of several magistrates, in executing the
laws against papists, did greatly contribute to
the growth of popery. The laws for this pur-
pose, however, were not deemed sufficient. A
bill was brought in, to explain and amend the
acts to prevemt the growth of popery. One of
the most zealous promoters of it, in a long and
laboured speech, took notice, that of all the
countries wherein the reformed religion had pre-
vailed, Sweden was freest from those secret, but
irreconcilable, enemies of all protestant govern-
ments, popish ecclesiastics; which, he said, was
visibly owing to the great wisdom of their laws,
inflicting the penalty of castration on all such
dangerous intruders into that kingdom. And
concluded by moving, that this Gothic and in-
buman penalty be added as a clause to the bill
before them: to which the house, after a short
debate, agreed; and ordered it to be laid before
his grace the lord lieutenant, to be transmitted
isto Eogland, with this remarkable request on
their part, that he would recommend the same,
in the most effectual manner, to his majesty. To
which his grace was pleased to answer, that as
bhe bad 30 much at heart a matter, which he had
recommended ‘to the consideration of parliament
at the beginning of the session, they might de-
pend upon a due regard, on his part, to what was
desired.

The bill was aceordingly transmitted to Eng-
land ; but rejected there, by means of the humane
and earnest interposition of cardinal Fleury with
Mr.Walpole, whose great power and interest at



20 AN IMPARTIAL HYSTORY

that joncture were then universally knowa. Hiy
grace the lord lieuteoant, in his speech to that
parliament, at the clote of the session, m order
to comsole them for the loss of their favourite
bill, gave tliem to uinderstand, that it miscarried
‘merely by its not having ‘been breught into the
hoase, before the session was so ‘far advadced.
And after earnestly recommending to them, ia
their several statibns, the care and preservation
of the public peace, tie added, that in his opinion

“that would be greatly promoted, by the vigorous
execution of the laws agsinst popish priests; and
that he would contribute his part towards the
prevention of that growing evil, by giving proper
directions 'that ‘such persons only shouid ‘be put
into the commissioh of the peace, ‘#s bad distin-
guished themselves by their steady adherence to
the protestant interest.*

The distinétion between English by birth, dnd
English by descent, was now systematically-acted
upon. Born in Ireland, was an imcapacity to ¢f-
fice, that the most decided enmity to the antiedt
faith, and the remunant ‘of the untient ‘matites,
could not remove.

The united voice of the coldny, guided by'the
patriotic Swift, bad so little weight, that Weod's
patent, to coin copper money, was yiclded to
with great difliculty. So base was the metal, that
a shilling of his halfpence was scarcely worth a
penny. Parliament addressed, the privy council
addresséd, the corporations addressed -his miajesty,

‘® Currie. Mist. Rev. Civil'Wars.
+ Boulter’s State Letters.
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against Wood’s halfpence; the grand jury of the
county of Dublin presented all persons, who at-
tempted to impose it upon the people of Ireland,
ememies to goveroment, and to the peace, safety
and welfare of his majesty’s government. The
Eoglish by birth, at length deemed it necessary
to revoke the patent; Boulter thought it expe-
dient, and the patent was revoked.

Now and then a patriotic genius arose, like
lightning illuminating the gloom of a clouded
night, reminding the public of the many shackles,
imposed oo their commerce, their manufactures,
the nuisance of absentees draining the country of
money, and the intolerable grievance, to a people
called free, to be governed by a foreign legisla-
ture, without for the present producing any other
effect, than the diffusion of political knowledge.
Of these the most distinguished was dean Swift,
whose patriotic exertions are still gratefully ac-
knowledged by his countrymen. The state to
which Ireland was reduced, in those days when
Irishmen dared not to complain, he feared not to
publish. He commences his State of Ireland in
the year 1727, enumerating, by rules generally
known, and never contradicted, what are the true
causes of any countries flourishing and growing
rich; and then examines what effects arise from
those causes in the kingdom of Ireland.

« The first cause of a kingdom’s thriving is,
the fruitfulness of the soil, to produce the neces-
saries and conveniencies: of life; not only suffi-
cient for the inhabitants, but for exportation into
other oountries.
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The second is, the industry of the people, in
working up all their native commodities, to the
Jast degree of manufacture.

The third is, the conveniency of safe ports and
havens to carry out their own goods, as much
manufactured, and bring in those of others, as
little manufactured, as the nature of mutual com-
merce will allow.

The fourth is, that the natives should, as much
as possible, export and import their goods in
vessels of their own timber, made in their own
country.

The fifth is, the: privilege of free trade in all
foreign countries, which will permit them; .ex-
cept to those who are in war with their own princs
or state, :

The sixth is, by bemg governed only by laws
made with their own consent; for otherwise they
are not a free people. And therefore, all appedls
for justice, or applications for favour or prefer-
ment, to another country, are so many gnevom
)mpovenshments )

The seventh is, hy. lmprovement of land, en-
couragement of agriculture, and therehy encregs-
ing the number of their people; without which,
any country, however blessed by nature, must
continue poor.

The eighth is, the residence of the prince, or
chief administrator of the civil power.

The ninth is, the concourse of foreigners for
education, curiosity, or pleasure; or as to a ge-
neral mart of trade.

The teath is, by disposing all offices of honour,
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profit, or trust, only to the natives, or at least
with very few exceptions; where strangers have
long inhabited the country, and are supposed to
understand, and regard the interest of it as their
own. -

The eleventh is, when the rents of lands, and
profits of employments, are spent in the country
which produced them, and not in another; the
former of which will certainly happen, where the
love of our native country prevails.

The twelfth is, by the public revenues being
all spent and employed at home, except on the
occasions of a foreign war.

The thirteenth is, where the people are not
obliged, unless they find it for their own interest
or convenience, to receive any monies, except of

their own coinage by a public mint, after the .

manner of all civilized nations.

The fourteenth is, a disposition of the people
of a country to wear their own maonufactures,
and import as few incitements to luxury, either
in cloaths, furniture, food or drink, as they pos-
sibly can live conveniently without.

There are many other causes of a nation’s
thriving, which I cannot at present recollect;
but without advantage from at least some of
these: after turning my thoughts a long time, I
am not able to discover from whence our wealth
proceeds, and therefore would gladly be better
informed. In the mean time, I will here examine
what share falls to Ireland of these causes, or of
the effects and consequences.

It is not ‘my intention to complain, but barely

-
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to relate facts; and the matter is not of small
importance. For it is allowed, that a man whe
lives in a solitary house, far from belp, is mot
wise in endeavouring to acquire, in the neigh-
bourhood, the reputation of being rich; because
those who come for gold, will go off with pewter
and brass, rather than return empty: and, in the
common practice of the world, those who possess
most wealth, make the least parade; which they
leave to others, who bave nothing else to bear
them out, in shewing their faces on the Exchange.

As to the first cause of a nation’s riches, being
the fertility of the soil, as well as temperature of
climate, we have no reason to complain; for, al-
though the quantity of unprofitable lapd in this
kingdom, reckoning bog, and rock, and barren
mountain, be double in proportion to what it is
in England; yet the native productions which
both kiagdoms deal in, are very near on equality
in point of goodness; and might, with the same
encouragement, be as well manufactured. I ex-
cept mines and minerals; in some of which, how-
ever, we are only defective in point of skill and
iadustry.

In the setond, which is the indunetry of the
people; our misfortuoe is net altogether owing
to our own fault, but to & million of discourage-
ments,

The conveniency of ports and havens, which
natuce hath bestowed so liberally on this king-
dom, is of no mere use to us, than a beautiful
prospect to a man shut up in a duageon.

As to shippiag of its ewn, Ireland is so uttarly
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voprevided, that of all the excellent timber cut
down within these fifty or sixty years; it can
hardly be said, that the nation bath received the
henefit of one valuable house to dwell in, or one
ship to trade with.

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or
read of, either in antient or modern story, which
was denied the liberty of exporting their native
commodities and manufactures, wherever they
pleased; except to countries at war with their
own prince or state: yet this priviledge, by the
superiority of meer power, is refused us, in the
most momentous parts of commerce; besides an
act of navigation, to which we never consented,
pinned down upoa us, and rigorously executed ;
and a thousand other unexampled circumstances,
as grievous, as they are invidious to mention. To
ge unto the reat.

It is too well known, that we are forced to
obey some laws we never consented to; which is
a condition I must not call by its true uncontro-
verted name, for fear of lord chief justice Whit-
shed’s ghost, with his Libertas et natale solum,
written as a motto on his coach, as it stood at'the
door of the court, while he was perjuring him-
self to hetray both. Thus, we are in the condition
of patients, whe have physick sent them by doc-
tors at 2 distance, strangers to their constitution,
and the nature of their disease: and thus, we are
forced to pay five hundred per cent. to decide our
propesties; in all which, we have likewise the
honeur to be distinguished from the whole race
of mankind.

VOL. IV. D
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As to improvement of land, those few who at-
tempt that, or planting, through covetousness, or
want of skill, generally leave things worse than
they were ; neither succeeding in trees nor hedges ;
and by ruoning into the fancy of grazing, after
the manner of the Scythians, are every day depo-
pulating the country.

We are so far from having a king to reside
among us, that even the viceroy is generally ab-
sent four fifths of his time in the government.

No strangers from other countries, make this
a part of their travels; where they can expect to
see nothing, but scenes of misery and desolation.

Those who have the misfortune to be born
here, have the least title to any considerable em-
ployment; to which they are seldom preferred,
but upon a political consideration.

Oue third part of the rents of Ireland is spent
io England; which, with the profit of employ-
ments, pensions, appeals, journies of pleasure or
health, education at the inns of court, and both
universities, remittances at pleasure, the pay of
all superior officers in the army; and other inci-
. dents, will amount to a full half of the income
of the whole kingdom, all clear profit to England.

We are denied the liberty of coining gold,
silver, or even copper. In the isle of Man, they
coin their own silver; every petty prince, vassal
to the emperor, can coin what money he pleaseth.
And in this, as in most of the articles already men-
tioned, we are an exception to all other states or
monarchies that were ever known in the world.

As to the last, or fourteenth article, we take
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special care to act dismetrically contrary to it in
the whole course of our lives. Both sexes, espe-
cially the women, despise and abhor to wear any
of their own manufactures, even those which are
better made than in other countries; particularly
a sort of silk plad, through which the workmen
are forced to rum a sort of gold thread that it
may pass for Indian. Even ale and potatoes are
imported from England as well as corn: and our
foreign trade is little more than importation of
French wine; for which I am told we pay ready
money. :

Now, if all this be true, upon which I could
easily enlarge, I would be glad to know by what
secret method it is, that we grow a rich and flou-
rishing people, without liberty, trade, manufac-
tures, inhabitants, mouney, or the privilege of
coining; without industry, labour, or improve-
ment of lands, and with more than ha)f the rent
and profits of the whole kingdom, annually ex-
ported; for which we receive not a single far-
thing: and to make up all this, nothing worth
mentioning, except the linen of the north, a trade
casual, corrupted, and at mercy; and some butter
from Cork. If we do flourish, it must be against
every law of nature and reason; like the thorn
at Glastenbury, that blossoms in the midst of
winter,

Let the worthy commissioners who come from
England, ride round the kingdom, and observe
the face of nature, or the faces of the natives;
the improvement of the land ; the thriving nume-
rous plantations ; the noble'woods; the abundaace
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and vicinity of country seats; the commodious
farmers’ houses and barns : the towns and villages,
where every body is busy, and thriviag with all
kind of manufactures; the shops full of goods,
wrought to perfection, and filled with customers;
the comfortable diet and dress, and dwellings of
the people; the vast number of ships ih our har-
bours and docks and ship-wrights in our sea- port
towns; the roads crouded with carriers, laden
with rich manufactures, the perpetual concourse
to and fro of pompous equipages.

With what envy and’ admiration would thoee
gentlemen return from so delightful a progress?
What glorious reports would they wake when
they went back to England.

But my heart is too heavy to continue in this
irony longer, for it is manifest, that whatever
stranger took such a journey, would be apt to
think bimself travelliog in Lapland or Ysland,
rather than in a country so favoured by nature as
ours, both in fruitfulness of soil, and temperature
of climate. The miserable dress and diet, and
dwelling of the people. The general desolation
in most parts of the kingdom. The old seats of
the nobility and gentry all in ruins, and no new
ones in their stead. The families of farmers, who
pay great rents, livieg in filth and nastiness upon
butter-milk and potatoes, without a shoe or
stocking to their feet; or a house so convenient
as an Eoglish hog-sty, to receive them. These,
indeed may be comfortable sights to an English
spectator, who comes for a short time, only to
learn the language, and retaras back to his own
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country, whither he finds all our wealth trans-
mitted. Nostra miseria magna es.

There is not one argument used to prove the
riches of Ireland, which is net a logical demon-
stration of its poverty. The rise of our rents, is
squeezed out of the very blood, and vitals, and
cloaths, and dwellings of the tenants; who live
worse than English beggars. The lowness of
interest, in all other countries, a sign of wealth,
is in us a proof of misery; there being no trade
to employ any borrower. Hence, alone, comes the
dearness of land, since the savers have no other
way to lay out their money. Hence the dearness
of mecessaries for life; because the tenants cannot
afford to pay such extruvagant rates for land,
( which they must take, or go a begging ) without
reising the price of cattle, and of corn, although
themselves should live upon chaff. Hence out
increase of buildings in this city; because work-
men have nothing to do, but employ one another,
and one half of them are infallibly undone.
Hence the daily encrease of bankers; who may
be a necessary evil in a trading country, but so
ruinous in ours, who, for their private advantage,
have sent away all our silver, and one third of
our gold; so that within three years past, the
running cash of the natien, which was about five
hundred thousand pounds, is now less than two;
and must daily diminish, unless we have liberty
to coin, as well as that important kingdom the
isle of Man; and the meanest prince in the Ger-
man empire, as I before observed.

I have sometimes thought, that this paradox
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of the kingdom growing rich, is chiefly owing
to those worthy gentlemen, the bankers; who,
except some custom-house officers, birds of pas-
sage, oppressive thrifty ’squires, and a few others
who shall be nameless, are the only thriviag peo-
ple among us: and I have often wished, thata
law were enacted to bang up half a dozen bankers
every year; and thereby interpose at least some
short delay, to the further ruin of Ireland.

Ye are idle, ye are idle, answered Pharaoh to
the Israelites, when they complained to his ma-
Jjesty, that they were forced to make bricks with-
out straw.

England enjoys every one of thosec advantages
for enriching a nation; which I have above enu-
merated; and into the bargain, a good million
returned to them every year, without labour or
hazard, or one farthing value received on our
side. But how long we shall be able to continue
the payment, I am not under the least concern.
Ouge thing I know, that when the hen is starved
to death, there will be no more golden eggs.

I think it a little unhospitable, and others may
call it a subtle picce of malice; that, because
there may be a dozen families in this town, ahle
to entertain their English friends in a generous
maunner at their tables; their guests, upon their
return to England, shall report, that we wallow
in riches and luxury.

Yet, I confess, I have known an hospital where
all the boushold officers grew rich; wbhile the
poor, for whose sake it was built, were almost
starving for want of food and raiment.,”
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Ou the death of George I. June 11, 1727, his
son, George I1. succeeded, on the 15th of June.
The accession of the house of Hanover made no
material alteration in the state of Ireland, or con-
dition of the catholics. The persecution of the
latter can in no manner be imputed to a family,
bred in the principles of toleration established
in Germany. They were borne down by the ge-
neral torrent of national hatred and religious in-
tolerance, raging in England, and impelled by
the authority of parliament and the clamours of
the people, to enforce and even augment the
penal laws. These victims of persecution having
heard it reported, that their neglect in addressing
queen Anne, on her accession, occasioned the:
enaction of the severest of the penalties, resolved
to petition George I. The clamours and suspi-
cious, raised against them at that period, debarred
them of all access to the throne, directly or indi-
rectly. On the accession of George II. they re-
sumed the design of addressing; and hoped the
more favourable reception therefrom, as their ir-
reproachable behaviour, and steady loyalty, might
bave somewhat abated the rancour of their ene-
mies. An humble address was accordingly drawn
up, and presented to the lords justices, by lord
Delvin and other leading catholics; but so little’
was they or their address noticed, at that time,
that they were never informed whether it was
transmitted or not. '

To redeem the interéest and principal of the
national debt, a fund had been provided. An
attempt to vest it in the crown for ever had failed.



32 AN IMPARTIAL HISTORY

Administration now endeavoured to have this
fund grauted to his majesty, for twenty-one years,
The numbers for and against were equal. The
votes were on the point of being taken, when

" .colonel Tottenham, who had ridden post, entered

the house of commons. His vote frustrated the
views of government; and ¢ Tottenham in his
boots’ was long the theme of public applause.
The rigorous execution of the popery laws was

again renewed in 1734. Application having been
made to his majesty, to reverse some of the out-
lawries, the commons stated to his majesty, thay
nothing could enable them to defend his right?”
and title to his crown so effectually, as the enjoy-
ment of those estates, which have been the forfei-
tures of the rebellious Irish, and were then in the
possession of his protestant subjects; and there-
fore, that they were fully assured, that he would
discourage all applications or attempts that should
be made in favour of such traitors or their descen-
dants, so dangerous to the protestant interest of
this kingdom. Notwithstanding his majesty’s fa-
vourable answer, that ¢ he would for the future
discourage all such applications and attempts,”
to prevent the possibility of such claims being
renewed, an act was passed, disqualifying cathe-
lics from practising as solicitors ; the only branch
of the law they were then permitted to practise.
During its progress through parliament, a sub-
scription was commenced, and money collected, to
defray the expence necessarily attendant on legally
apposing the passing of this bill. Some clergy-
men, in Munster, baving been engaged in this
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business, Hennessy, a garish priest, suspended by
his superior for s¢andalous behaviour, to be re-
venged, gave information that the money was for
the purpose of brifiging in popery and the Pre-
tender. After the strictest scrutiny, the sum col-
lected was found not to exceed five pounds; yet
the committee of the house of commons reported,
that it appeared to them, that under colour of
opposing beads of bills, great sums of money had
been collected and raised, and a fund established
by the popish inhabitants of the kingdom, through
the influente of their clergy, highly detrimental
m«: protestant interest, and of imminent danger
: e present happy establishment. The house
resolved, that an humble address should be pre-
sented to the lord lieutenant, to issue his procla-
mation to all magistrates, to put the laws against
popery in execution; and that it was the indis-
pensible duty of all magistrates, and officers, to
put the laws made to prevent the further growth
of popery in Ireland, in due executiol~and that
the members of thbat house, in their respective
counties and stations, would use their utmost en-
deavours to put the several laws against popery
in due execution. The proclamation was issued,
and the laws against popery were strictly executed
by the magisttates in every part of the kingdom.
The frequent resolutions of the commons, aided
by inflammatory anniversary sermons, and equally
inflammatory pamphlets, occasionally preached
and published, diffused such a spirit of rancour
and animosity against catholics, among their pro-
testant neighbours, as made the generality of them
VOL. iv. E
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believe, that the words popery, rebellion and mas-
sacre, really signified the same thing, and thereby
excited such real terrors in these latter, as often
brought the liberties, and sometimes the lives of
he former, into imminent danger. The most
shocking circumstances of the Irish insurrection
in 1641, and of the English gun-powder treason
in 1605, were studiously revived and aggravated
in these sermons and pamphlets, with a degree of
virulence and exaggeration, which, as it sur-
passed the most extravagant fictions of romance or
_poetry, so it possessed their uninformed, though
often well-meaning hearers and readers, with Igst-
ing and general abhorrence of these people. The
crimes, real or supposed, of catholics dead more
than a century before, were imputed, intentionally,
to all those who survived them, however innocent,
of the same religious persuasion. By these means,
an antient nobleman and privy-counsellor, of
great power and influence, was so enthusiastically
incensed against them, that, in the year 1743, on
the threatened invasion of England by the French,
under the command of mareschal Saxe, he openly
declared in council, that as the papists had began
the massacre on them, about an hundred years
before, so he thought it both reasonable and law-
ful, on their parts, to prevent them, at.tbat dan-
gerous juncture, by first falliog upon them. And
although the barbarity of that suggestion was
quickly over-ruled in that honourable assembly;
yet so entirely were some of the lower northern
dissenters possessed and influenced, by this pre-
vailing prepossession and rancour against catho-
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lics, that in the same year, and for the same de-
clared purpose of prevention, a conspiracy was
actually formed by some of the inhabitants of
Lurgan, to rise in the night-time, and destroy al}
their peighbours of that denomination in their
beds. But this inhuman purpose was also frus-
trated, by an information of the honest protestant
publican, in whose house the conspirators had
met to settle the execution of their scheme, sworn
before the Rev. Mr. Ford, a justice of the peace
in thet district, who with difficulty put a stop to
the iatended massacre.

On account of the Scottish rebellion in 1745,
in favour of the pretender, in which it will pre-
seatly appear, that not a single Irish catholic, lay
or clerical, was any way engaged, the minds of
the protestants all over the kingdom were so much
irritated by the inflammatory means before-men-
tioned, together with the additional incentives of
pastoral letters, of the like evil tendency, from
all the bishops of the kingdom to their respective
diocesans, that dreadful consequences, with regard
to these inoffensive people, were justly apprehend-
ed; and probably would bave ensued, had not the
great wisdom and lenity of the then chief gover~
nor, the earl of Chesterfield, frequently and ear-
pestly interposed. This nobleman, though pressed
from all quarters by their powerful enemies, on
a pretended knowledge of their disaffection, but
really from the malignity of prejudice, to put the
Jaws in force against them, always eluded their
importunities, either by his own uncommon saga.
¢ity and resolution, or hy some happy tura of
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pleasantry, which never failed to expose the folly
of their apprehensions; for he quickly discovered,
that they had peither the power nor the.inclination
to give the government any disturbance. And
he even assured both houses of parliament, *“ that
France, which alone encouraged and supported
the rash adventurer, had made use of him only
as the occasional tool of their politics, and not
as the real object of their care. That although
Great Britain had, in the course of this century,
been often molested by insurrections at home and
invasions from abroad, Ireland had bappily and-
deservedly enjoyed uninterrupted tranquillity.”
And in short, that this attempt to shake his ma-
Jesty’s throme, would serve to establish it the
more firmly, sioce all Europe must know the
unanimous zeal and affection of his subjects, for

. the defence of bis person and government.”

The great goodness and mercy of providence in
sending such a governor among us, at that period
of suspicion and danger, will be for ever most
gratefully remembered by these people. Even
their enemies in parliament, at the close of his -
administration, seem to have, in some measure,
retracted their former councils of rigour asd
severity; for the commons in their address at the
end of their session, after mentioning their late
unquiet apprehensions, ‘“ acknowledged, with
chearfulness and the utmost gratitude, that the
profound tran‘quillity which, without any extra-

_ordinary increase of public expence, the nation,
had hitherto enjoyed, was the result of his excel-
Jency’s wise and vigilant administration ; formed
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upon the principles, and carried on by the uni-
form exercise of lenity without remissness, and of
firmness without severity.”

I promised to make it appear, that no Irish
catholic, lay or clerical, was any way engaged in
the Scottish rebellion of 1745. I shall now per-
form my promise; Lord Chief Justice Marlay’s
charge to the grand juries of the city and county
of Dublin, bears honorable testimony to their
loyalty. ‘« When posterity read,” says he, ** that
in this age a rebellion was carried on in Great
Britain, without the least colour or pretence of
oppression, nay, by many who had not even that
false pretence of religion to palliate their treason
against a prince, one of the best, the most mer-
ciful, just, and most generous of our royal line,
who has given the fortunes of all criminals, whe-
ther forfeited for crimes against the state, or for
other offences, to their children or relations (a
grace never practised before); who has exposed
his person at the head of his armies, in defence
of the liberties of his kingdoms, and of Europe;
and that Ireland, where much the greatest part
of the inbabitants profess a religion, which some-
times has authorised, or at least justified rebel-
lion, not only preserved peace at home, but con-
tributed to restore it among his subjects of Great
Britain; will they not believe that the people of
Ireland were actuated by something more than
their duty and allegiance? will they not be con-
vinced, that they were animated by a generous
sense of gratitude, and zeal for their great bene-
factor, and fully sensible of the happiness of being
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blessed by living under the protection of a2 mo-
narch, who, like the glorious king William, the
Henries, and Edwards, his royal predecessors, has
himself led his armies to victory, and despised
danger in the cause of his people; and one from

whom we not anly expect, but are assured of, a

race of princes, equally emlnent for thelr gene-
rosity, prudence and courage.”

In the year 1762, upon a debate in the house
of lords upon the expediency of ralsmg five regi-
ments of these catholics, for the service of the
king of Portugal, Doctor Stone (then Primate ),
in answer to some common-place objections
against the gaod fajth and loyalty of these peo-
ple. which were revived with virulence on that
occasion, declared publicly in the house of lords,
that < in the year 1747, after that rebellion was
intirely suppressed, happening to be in England,
he had an opportunity of perusiog all the papers
of the rebels, and their correspondents, which
were seized in the custody of Murray, the pre.
tender’s secretary; and that, after having spent
much time and taken great pains in examining
them (not without some share of the then com-
mon suspicion, that there might be some private
understanding and intercourse between them and
the Irish catholics), be could not discover the
least trace, hint, or intimation of such intercourse
or correspondence in them; or of any of the lat-
ter’s favouring, abetting, or having been so much
as made acquainted with the designs or proceed-
ings of these rebels. And what,”’ he said, * he
wondered at most at all was, that in all his re.
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searches, he had not met with any passage in any
of these papers, from which he could infer, that
either their Holy Father the Pope, or any of his
cardinals, bishops, or other dignitaries of that
church; or any of the Irish clergy, had either
directly or indirectly, encouraged, aided or ap-
proved of, the commencing or carrying on of
that rebellion.”

That no man should ever doubt of what com-
plexion the spirit actuating the persecutors of the
catholic faith, they invited and embraced with
open arms, the ememies of Christ and of his
church; professing equal contempt for the cross,
It was natural enough for the enemies of the
faith to associate. Thus the infidel rulers of the
French republic, while they laboured with might
snd main to undermine and abolish the christian
faith, naturalized the Jews. Vain was their en-
deavour. To a land, ruled by wolves and tygers,
impovéerished even to beggary, by restrictions on
industry, exorbitant taxation, and immense tri-
butes to England, the Jews would not come.
The circumcized race will never consider any
country their home, but that promised them by
their prophets. Therefore they are not addicted
to the cultivation or purchase of land, subsisting
"by traffic, and such other means as will always
leave them ready to obey the long expected signal
of departure for the holy land. They did say,
that, among a people purposely impoverished,
there was no chance of living; as a beggared
population must, by dire necessity, be driven to
their wits end, to such shifts as to out-jew the
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very Jews. It was the observation of a Jewish
rabbi, in Saxony, who entertained me very kindly.
On asking him, why there were no synagogues in
Ireland? he replied, smiling, be so good as to
tell me why, in so fertile a land, and so happily
situated for commerce, your people aresuch poor
rogues, that you are greater Jews than ourselves,
whence our people could not live among you.
But to return to the Irish persecutors, frater-
nizing with the enemies of Christ. The Irish
commons, in the session of 1747, .brought heads
of a bill into their house, for naturalizing per-
sons professing the Jewish religion; which were
committed, agreed to by the house without any
amendment, and presented to his grace the lord
lieutenant, to be by him transmitted into England.
on immediately preceding, the same
ught into the commons, and carried
‘hout any debate; but it then mis-
:r here or in England ; as it also did
lime.*

After the departure of the earl of Chesterfield,
in the spring of 1746, the kingdom was governed
by lords justices till September, when the earl of
Harrington arrived. The death of Sir James
Sommerville the following year, and of alderman
Pearson, representatives for the city, gaveoccasion
to a remarkable contest for members to sucéeed
them, and called forth to public view a charac-
ter conspicuously distinguished. Strong natural
powers, especially when excited to action by
public spirit, bave rendered men eminent, though

® Currie. Hist. Rev. Civil Wars, -
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unaccempanied by the advantages of a liberal
education, by riches, station, and the influence
of powerfal conmexions. Of this Charles Lucas
exhibited a striking example. Some years before,
this extraordinary man, having attracted the
notice of his fellow citizens, was admitted to the
common council. Here he resolved to exert him-
self in behalf of their privileges. The new rules,
framed in the reign of Charles II., by authority
derived from a clause in the act of explanation,
had, as in other corporate towns, changed the
powers of the city corporation. To increase the
influence of the crown, among other innovations,
they deprived the commons of the power of
choosing the city magistrates, and placed it ia
the board of aldermen, subject in its exercise on
each election to the approbation of the chief go-
vernor and privy council. Of this injury Lucas
loudly complained. But the law being absolute,
could not be controuled. Suspecting however,
that in other respects encroachments had beea
made on the rights of the citizens, net justified
by law, he examined the city charters, and searched
diligently into ancient records, by which be was
convinced that his apprehensions were well
founded. He published his discoveries, explained
the evidence resulting from them, and encou-
raged the people to take the proper steps for
obtaianing redress. In consequence, a warm con-
test commenced betwixt the commons and alder-
wen in seventeen hundred and forty-one, which
continued the two succeeding years.

Though the former struggled in vain to reco- -
VOL. IV, ¥



42 AN IMPARTIAL HISTORY

ver their lost privileges, the exertions of Lucas in
every stage of the dispute, were strenuous and
persevering. These services rendered him so
respectable, and raised bim so high in the esteem
and confidence of his fellow citizens, that on the
death of Sir James Sommerville, they encouraged
him to declare himself a candidate to represent
them in parliament. Ambitious of an office so
flattering, which would give him an opportunity
of exerting his abilities to the greatest advantage
in the service, not only of the city of Dublin, but
of his country, he complied with their desire.
His speeches to the several corporations on this
occasion, which were bold, nervous and animated,
. in favour of liberty, encreased their attachment
to him. But a number of addresses to his fellow
citizens, which he wrote and published, still in a
higher degree, encreased his popularity. In these,
among other subjects; he considered distinctly
the several branches of the constitution; pointed
out to the electors of Dublin; and to the nation,
the privileges of Irishmen, and the various inju-
ries they had sustained by the usurped interfe-
rence of the British legislature. The bold truths
which he unfolded, and the unreserved severity
of his strictures, alarmed government. They de-
termined to crush him by the hand of power,
unable to withstand his spirited efforts in bebalf
of his country by reason and argument. For this
purpose, certain passages, the most expressive of
our grievances, and, for that reason, most ob-
noxious to the state, were collected from his
publications, and made the foundation of a charge
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whieh was brought against him before parlia-
ment. The rights of the commons, which with
particular attention he laboured to vindicate and
ascertain, bad been one of the subjects of his
free discussion. Instead of protecting him, in
reward of this service and of his exertions in
behalf of the liberties of Ireland, the commens,
obedient to an authority hostile to their dignity
and to the interest of their constituents, listened
to the charge, voted him an enemy to his coun-
try, and addressed the lord lieutenant to order
bim to be prosecuted by his majesty’s attorney-
general. As the cause of Lucas was that of liberty
and the constitution, every freeman in the king-
dom was interested in his safety. But the favour
of the public was not sufficient to defend him
from the danger by which he was threatened. To
avoid the impending storm, he fled from Ireland.
Fortune, which now deserted this oppressed pa-
triot, after he had spent some time in banishment,
placed him in a most honorable point of view.
The exertions of his friends rose superior to the
influence by which he was persecuted. Upon a
new vacancy, he returned to Dublin, and was
elected one of the representatives for the city.
The same virtuous principles, and the same exer-
tions in behalf of our constitutional rights, for
which he had been hitherto remarkable, invaria-
bly distinguished his opposition in parliament,
Proof against the alluring seducements of vena-
lity, he preserved his integrity unsuilied, and ay
he had lived, died with the character of the in.
corguptible Lucas.
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It is not unworthy of remark, that the protes-
tant ascendancy, established by English policy in
Ireland as the surest lever for moving her at plea-
sure, began, early after the revolution, to shew .
symptoms of Irish patriotism, and oppose what
they considered the unnatural sacrifice of Irish
interest and prosperity, to any foreign interest,
under whatever name or pretext. During a pe-
riod of near fourscore years, the catholics being
excluded from the pale of the constitution, the
task naturally devolved on Irish protestants,
sharing somewhat of power with their English
masters. Some writers and speakers of ability,
managed the cause of the people, both in and out
of parliament, supported by the whole body of
the presbyterians, by principle and practice at-
tached to constitutional freedom. From Lucas’s
memorial, and that presented to his majesty, king
George II. by the earl of Kildare, the polltlcal
creed, professed by @be patriots of that day, is
plain enough.

To his excellency William earl of Harrington,
lord lieutenant general and general governor of
Ireland, may it please your excellency, the love
and duty I owe my sovereign, and the regard |
bear his govérnments and dominions, in general,
those of this my native country, in particular,
which are most intimately and inseperably con-
nccted and linked together, in one common bond
of affection, interest and allegiance, prompt me
to use all just and lawful means to obtain an ef-
fectual redress of the capital grievances of this
kingdom and city, which no good subject, or



OF IRELAND. 5 .

good governor, can overlook or slight, consistent
with the principles of his moral, religious and po-
litieal obligations to our system of civil society.

These motives, which your excellency must
be too wise and just to condemn, or discourage,
first induced me to contend with my fraternity,
for a reformation of my profession in the years
1735, and 1741, and since, with my superiors,
for the restoration of the rights and liberties of
the commouns and citizens of this broken and
reduced metropolis.

If your excellency will take the trouble of
perusing this and the following address to the
lords justices, with the dedication to the king,
I flatter myself, you will see such causes assigned
for the courses, I have taken, to obtain some re-
dress of the heavy grievances of which I com-
plain, that, I hope, you will not only pardon
the presumption of oace more addressing, or at-
tempting to address your excellency in this man-
ner, bat allow there is some degree of merit in
struggling through the many dangers and diffi-
culties that have been opposed to me, for the
bringing or endeavouring to bring such impor-
taat truths to the royal ear, as, if regarded, must
tend to the unspeakable honor and advantage of
the king and people of these realms, in the secu-
rity and welfare of each of which, I look upon
myself to be equally interested and concerned.

However, my lord, as the same necessity which
first urged me to lay our complaints before you,
still strongly subsists, I should be wanting in the
duty of a citizen, and a subject, and fall short
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of the character I have endeavoured to establish
in life, if Ishould slacken in my just application
to obtain a restoration of our rights and liberties ;
and therefore, regardless of the manifold disad-
vantages of station, birth and education, under
. ‘which I labour, and of the numberless misrepre-
sentations made of me, by designing men, I pre-
sume to make one effort more to bring the com-
plaints of Dublin before my royal sovereign; of
the greatness and integrity of whose soul Iam so
fully convinced, that I am firmly persuaded he
wants but due information to redress the griev-
ances of his subjects,

I am well aware, my lord, that some of these

great men, who have thought fit to represent me
to your excellency, heretofore, as a madman, will
now set me forth in more hateful colours. It is
become much the fashion, of late, to vilify me,
to represent me as a riotous, tumultuous incen-
diary, a disaffected person, a condemner of go-
vernment, of magistracy, even of majesty.

To acquit myself of these foul imputations, I
must beg your excellency will permit me lay be-
fore you a short review of the course I have taken
to abtain justice and law, the common benefits
of the constitution of this my country,

Whea | first discovered the invasions made om
the rights and privileges of the commons and
citizens of this city, I tried all just and moderate
means to get things to right within the city; and
though the invaders gave me all manner of unjust,
forcible, and cruel opposition, and have now

scarce left 5o much of the traces of our constitua
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tion as might demonstrate we had any, I still pre-
serve the respect due to the magistracy of the
city, though I can look upon it only as de facto,
vot de jure.

Failing of redress within the city courts, I bad
recourse, with my fellows, to the courts of law,
and though we were attended with no better suc-
cess there, I can defy mine enemies to shew the
instauce in which I failed to pay due respect to

the judges of our courts.

I have, it is trué, my lord, taken the benefits
our constitution admits, of appealing against, or
complaining of the proceedings of some of these
Judges, to an higher power, to your excellency,
as the representative of his majesty; whether or
no the terms in which I did so were wrong or in-
jurious, I humbly submit to your excellency’s
recollection.

One of the most sensible happinesses of our
system of government is, that every person, who
does but think himself aggrieved by any branch
of the subordinate administration, has the privi-
lege of appealing or complaining to a superior,
in a regular gradation from one to another, even
to the supreme magistrate. This is a privilege
too sacred for any loyal subject to give up, for
any good governor to suppress.

When I first claimed the benefits of this pri-
vilege, and layed before your excellency the com-
plaints of Dublin, it must be confessed, you heard
me with patience, with humanity, with a tender
feeling of the sufferings of the king’s subjects,
aod some pain for the shocks given our consti-
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tution. What uobappy misrepresentations of
facts, or person, or what unaathorised arrogance
or insolence of servants, prevented your excel-
lency’s taking the steps in this affair, that your
wisdom and justice promised, or afterwards ex-
cluded me the access to your excellency’s presence,
I cannot take upon me to point out; but, as the
same principles of justice and law bind alike the
small and the great; when I judged it expedient,
and my bounden duty, to appeal to our sovereign,
I thought it necessary to let him see, that I had
recourse to the highest power here, before I pre-
sumed to trouble his majesty, which then, not
before, gave me the subject’s right to apply for
relief to the throne.

I addressed the lords justices of this kingdom,
in your excellency’s absence. 1 presented them
with the charter and dedication, which I now lay
before your excellency, and prayed to bave it
transmitted to bis majesty ; but their excellencies
thought fit to decline granting my petition.

Thus your excelleacy may see, the same neces-
sity still subsists, the same principles prompt,
and the same motives that before prevailed, still
strongly induce me, with all respect and humility,
to address your excellency, and to supplicate you
on behalf of myself, aad the rest of my suffering
fellow-subjects and citizeus, to forward the sum-
mary state of our case in the followiag charter
and dedication, to the royal presence. ..

There is another reason, to me, no less cogent,
for begging this favour with greater earnestness
of your excellency; my reputation is dearer to
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me than life; that is rigorously, severely struck
at: the most violent, the most lawless, the most
inhuman threats are duily uttered against me;
for none other crime, that I know of, than that
of complaining of public injuries, dangerous and
destructive to the king and to his people. I have
appealed to Cesar. Shall Cesar’s servants ob-
struct the laying my complaints before the throne?
and even punish me for complaining? Shall this
be done under the administration of a Stanhope?
God forbid!

My lord, to sum up all my desires and inten-
tione in a few words; I only wish to discharge
the ead of my creation, in fulfiling the duty of
asabject, in every station, to which it shall please
all-wige, all ruling Providence to call me, with
doe submissien and subjection to every loyal and
good governor and subordinate magistrate, and
an equal right to oppose, by law, and to complain
of the misconduct of all those, who endanger our
constitution by endangering the right of the sub-
Jecet, or neglecting to discharge the duties of their
stations.

I€ in all that I bave hitherto attempted, with
this intent, I have done wrong to any man, I am-
open to conviction, and ready to make the fullest
atonement. 'Therefore, if I have advanced any
thing repugnant to the-principles of our govern-
ment, or inconsistent with the rights and privi-
leges of the subject, I humbly conceive my inten-
tions ought to be considered, and I should be
properly examined, before the threatened weight
and fury of power be let loose upon me. Itis
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not to be deemed beneath the dignity of good
governors to inform active and well-meaning
subjects of errors in their conduet; if such can
be made to appear in my transactions, I shall
from the same principle, that I mean to advance
truths, in my judgment conducive to the happi-
ness of this city, and these kingdoms, as readily,
as publicly, retract errors, or mistakes.

My lord, I must beg your excellency’s in-
dulgence to make one declaration more. Ata
time, when ministerial influence of court depen-
dence is rather sought than aveided, by men of
independent fortunes, it may be suspected, that
one of my low sphere may have some private or
selfish views in thus attending upon your excel-
lency. To obviate such an imputation, I thus
solemnly declare, that though I wish to be always
well understood, and, upon occasion, well heard,
by the government; yet, even that, is only for
the public good; because, that for myself, I have
nothing to ask, nor any thing to fear from the
highest powers ; my sole ambition is to discharge
the duties of my station. And, in so doing, I
shall ever take care to approve myself, his ma-
Jesty’s most unfeigned loving and loyal subject,
as well as, may it please your excellency, your
excellency’s most dutiful and most faithful hum-
ble servant, C. Lucas. October, 1749.

To his most serene and august majesty king
George II. The humble memorial of J. Fitzge-
rald, earl of Kildare, &c. most humbly sheweth,
that your memorialist is the eldest peer of the
realm, by descent, as lineally sprung from the
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ancient and august blood of the noble earl of Kil+
dare, who came aver under the invincible banner
of your august predecessor Henry the second,
when hisarms conquered the kingdom of Ireland.

That your memorialist, on this foundation, has
the greater presumption to address your august
majesty, as his ancestors have ever proved them-
selves steady adherents to the conquest of that
kingdom, and were greatly instrumental in the
reduction thereof, by their money, interest and
forces.

That though they were first sent over with
letters patent, under Henry the second’s banner,
to conquer that kingdom, yet by the inheritance
of lands, by intermarriages with princesses of the
kingdom, they became powerful, and might have
conquered for themselves, notwithstanding which,
their allegiance was such, as that, on that sove-
reign’s mandate to stop the progress of war, we
obeyed, and relinquished our title of conquest,
laid down our arms, and received that monarch
with due homage and allegiance, resigning our
conquests as became subjects, and also prevailed
with the severeign princes, bishops, nobles, clergy
and gentry, to acknowledge him right and law-
ful sovereign of Ireland, and of the seas, sea-
ports, and other demesnes of the kingdom.

That on this presumption, your memorialist
has, in the most humble manner, at the request
of the natives of Ireland, your majesty’s true liege
subjects, not only the aborigines thereof, but the
English colonies, sent over by Henry the second,
Richard the second, Elizabeth, Charles, Croms
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well the usurper, William the third of glorious
memory, and other kings, your majesty’s prede-
cessors, and the canquerors of Ireland, made bold
to lay before your majesty the true state of their
several and respective grievances, a burden now
become almost tpo heavy to bear.

And your memorialist was rather induced to
lay this memorial at.your august majesty’s feet,
as it was on goed presumption surmised, that all
access to your royal ear was shut up, and your
liege subjects debarred the liberty of complaining,
a right ever allowed to your majesty’s liege gub-
Jects of what degree or coadition soever.

That no notice. hemg taken of several remon-
strances herctofore made by your majesty’s liege
o‘ubjects, it was humbly presumed, that such re-
monstrances had been stopped, and debarred in
their progress to your royal ear.

That your memorialist, at the request of several
thousands of your liege subjects, as well the nobles
as the clergy, the gentry, and commeonalty of the
kingdom, bas veatured on this bold step, for which
hehumblycraves your majesty ‘spardon, asaething
but the distress of his coumtrymen, your most
lnyal subjects, could have drawn him to this
presumption.

That in general the face of your royal king-
dom of Ireland wears discontent, a discontent not
coloured from caprice or faction, but purely
founded on ministerial misapplication.

That though several persons, particularlyN. G.
was called to account for the public moaey, which
he had drawn out of the treasury, and deposited
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in the banks, yet this inquisition came to nothiog
by the mediation.of party, and the interposition
of power.

That the duke of Dorset’s son lord George, -
though inhigh and lucrative employmentsalready, .
not satisfied therewith, has restlessly grasped at
power, insatiable in his acquisitions.

That the primate, who is now on the pinnacle
of honour, connected with the said noble lord,
bas made use of influence to invest himself of
temporal power, and like a greedy churchman,
affects to be a second Wolsey in the senate.

That influences being so predominant, corrup-
tion so formidable, and elections so controlled by
the mighty power of those two statesmen, your
loyal kingdom of Ireland feels the sad effects of
it, and dreads this duumvirate as much as Eng-
land did that of the Earl of Stafford and Arch-
bishop Laud.

That yowr other ministers, officers, subjects,
and servants, being cut out of dignity and power
by this formidable monopoly, can scarce perform
the proper fuoctions of their ministry, as all
measures are determined by fatal and influenced
majorities in the houses.

That the citizens of Dublin have for a long
time laboured under an unprecedented slavery in
pubJectlon to the bankers of admlmstnhon, who
act in a despotic manner, raising and disposing
the public revenues of the city, just as to them
seems fitting.

That your majesty’s interest in the hearts of
your loyal subjects is likely to be affected by
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those arbitrary measures, as the landed interest
is very much injured thereby, and as few care to
represent their country in parliament, where a
Junto of two or three men disconcert every mea-
sure taken for the good of the subject, or the
cause of common liberty.

That your memorialist has nothing to ask of
your majesty, neither place, civil or military,
neither employment or preferment for himself or
friends, and that nothing but his duty to your
majesty, and natural hatred to such detestable
monopoly, could have induced your memorialist
to this presumption, who is, in all respects, your
most loyal and dutiful subject, J. Fitagerald.

While the Roman catholic body, languishing
under pains and disqualifications, left the politi-
cal interests of the country to the discussion and
management of their protestant countrymen, they
rcceived from the duke of Bedford, appointed
lord lieutenant the 25th of September, 1757, a .
kind intimation of an intention to alleviate some
of their sufferings; which, from whatever motive,
whether to disgust and divide the protestant pa-
triots, as yet generally uoripe for toleration, or
to baffle the French threats of invasion, was
speedily circulated; and produced a grateful
acknowledgment from the catholic clergy, in the
following exhortation to their flocks.

It is now time, christians, that you return
your most grateful thanks to the Almighty God,
who, after visiting you with a scarcity, which ap-
proached near unto a famine, has been graciously
plcased, like a merciful father, to hear your pra<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>