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OLIVER CROMWELL,

LIVER Cromuwell, fon of Robert
Cromwell, and Elizabeth Stuart,
his ‘wife, was born at Huntington,

on the twenty fourth of April, -

one thoufand five hundred ninety nine.
His family, which was confiderable, I fhall
give fome accountof in the note (a).

. . He

(A) 7 fhall give fome account of bis family.] We are.
naturally inquifitive about the defcents and alliances of
thofe who have figured in the world. Whether they
fprung from new or old families ? whether their fa-
thers were men of renown? or they themfelves firft
gave luftre to their name? are queftions ufually afked
by fuch as read or hear concerning them. To gratify
the curiofity of the reader then, the following account

has



2 THE LIFE OF
He was educated in grammar learning in
the Free-fcliool at Huntingtom, under Dr.

. Thomes

By beert cofleSted. ¢ That his (Oliver’s) extrac-

¥ tioh by the father’s fide, wae from Sir Rickerd Hil-

¢ liams, Knight, a gentleman of eminent note (fays

¢ Sir William Dugdale) in the court of king Hinry VIII,

¢ and fon to Morgan ap Williams (a Welchman) by

¢ fifter to Thomas lord Cremwell car} of

¢ E]:k;.l:rot tobedeubted. Who being by his uncle

¢ prefersed to the fervice of king Hemry, was for that

(a)Shot ¢ caufe (and no other) called Cromwell, as is apparent
View ef the € ‘enough from teftimonies of credit (a).” If I have
S . not been mifinformed, many gentlemen of the name
433, Ox- of Williams, in Wales, value themfelves on this defcent
ford, 1681. of Olfver Cromivell. Dugdale’s account has been lately
Folie:  Contefted by a géntleman who thinksit ¢ more proba-
¢ ble that this family defcended by the females from

¢ Ralph lord Cremvell of Tats in Lincolnfbire, the

% laft heir male of which was lord High Treafurer in

¢ thereigh of VL. and one of his coheirefles mar-

¢ ried Sir #Hliom Williams,whele defcendents might af-

terwalds take the name of Cromwell, in hopes of ate
taining that title which Humphry Bouchier, a younger
fon of the then earl of Effex, who married the eldeft
of the coheirefles, atually had, and was killed at
(5) Bicgra- ¢ Barnet field, fighting on the fide of king Edward
phia Brtan- ¢ 1V, (3 )—Which of thefe accounts is moit probabte
nics, vol. ¢ muft be left to the judgment of the reader.—How-
Cromwell, ¢ ever, this is certain, that Sir Richard Cremwell above
soteg(a) ¢ mentiohed was theriff of Cemdridgefbire and Hun-
tingtowfbire in the time of Hexnr) VIII. was 2 great fa-

vourite and commander in the wars, and had grants
of abbey lands in Flumtingronfbire to the amount, as _
¢ they were then rated, of three thoufand pounds a yeur.
* Ris fon, Sir Hemry, was four times fheriff of the
¢ county. Sir Oliver, uncle to the Protetor, gave
¢ king Fames 1. the greateft feaft that had been given
¢ to

~ & A a ~
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OLIVER CROMWELL, 3

Gbomas Beard, a minifter of that town;
from whence he was fent to Cambridge, en-

tered into Syduey-Suffex CoMege, Apeil 23,
1616, and placed uﬁ:r the fgitiog,:f M%. )
Richard Howlett (c). S {5) Peck’s
What progrefs in learning he made in the ot vt
“wniverfity we hawe aq pasticulas accouns of, 66, Wool's
but as he underflood fome Latiw, and hadicss.

a fafte for polite literature, probably his

¢ ta a king by 2 fubje®, had a great eflate, and was 2
« gealous tpyakil (4),’ but * had his compofisien re- i) Pite
.* mitted by the parliameng for his kinfmgn’s fake (4).’ .
*1ls po wander then to'fipd 2 fanily‘:,?nfmh 2 rapk () Wt
qllicd go the Hampdens, the Sty Fobusy and the -Bar- inojias, 3.
singtons, names pf fome of qur Moft anticat and emi- edit. p. 3000
acat familiep.———Mp Code tells us, ¢ his father being
¢ alkpd whether he kuew the Protelor, be faid, Yes,
* and his father toa, when he kept bis brew-houfein
o Huntisgtan (f:°  Pugdale will explain this,——¢ Ro-
S bert Lrgmwel), fays he, thaugh he was by the coun- {f) Detess
¢ tenapgs of his eldes brother, (Sip Oliver) madg a juf-i.y. 57.
% tice of peace in Huptingtonfoire, bad bus a flender Lond. 1694«
¢ efiate; much of bis fupport being 3 brew-boufe, in
¢ Huntingion, chicfly managed by bis wife, who was
¢ fifker to Sir Raobers Stewgrt.of the city of EI}'s knight,
¢ and by her had iflus this qus famaus Oliver (£)." (4) short
‘This eyery'reafonable and confiderate perfon will think View, pe
Ao difcredit to the family. Forin Englgnd trade is not 459
dig; ulto a gentleman. The younger brothess of our
families engage in it, and theseby raile themfelves
to fortune and independency, and advance the riches
" apd power of their country, A mych more honourable
methad of pracuring 3 maintenance than following the
levees of minillers and favoyrites, and engaging to exe-
cute their milchjcyoup and fatal fchemes [

B 2 time



4 ... THE LTFE OF
_time was' not wholly mifemployed there

(B)e. .
During his continuance at Cambridge, his,
father. dying, he returned home to his mo-

(B) He underflood fome Latin, and bad a tafte for po-
- lite literature.] Here are my 4uthorities. Burnet fays,
* he had no foreign language, but the little Latin that
(49 Hiory © ftuck to him from his education, which he fpoke very
of hisown ° Vitioufly and fcantily (5).” Another writerobferves that
times, ¢ The ufurperloved, or affefted to love, men of wit —
?:::‘ ;‘*"‘ ¢ Mr. Waller frequently waited on him, being his kinf-
100v 1725. ¢ man; and as he often declared, obferved himto be very
Y Wallers - well:'reid in the Greek and Reman ftory (i) The
99 peetin'd following -paffage 1 give at length, not doubting the
_te his Po- reader will be pledfed with it. - ¢ When Cromwel/took
g B 3% ¢ on Him the proteQorthip, in the year 1653, theve
* rame. 7¥* ¢ morning the ceremony was to be perform’d, a' mef-
" ¢ ferfgér camé to Dr, Maston, to acquaint him that he
muft immediately come to ‘#hitehall: the Doéor
afked-him the occafion ; he told him he fhould know
that wheh-he came there. The Prote@or himfelf,
withbat dny previous-notice, told him what he was'to
do, 1. &. to pray upor that occafion : the Do&lor la-
boured all he could to be excufed, and told him ‘it
was a work of that nature which required fome time
to confider and prepare for it. The Prote&or replicd,
That he knew he was not at a lofs to perform the
fervice he expected from him; and opening his ftudy-
door, he put him in with his hand, and bid him con-
. fider there; which was not above balf an hour: the
(4 Life of Do&or employed that time in looking over his books,
Dr.Man. ¢ Which- he faid was a noble colle¢tion (£)." AManton
ton, p. 20, was aojudge. 4 '
§vo. Lond Thefe paffages do not indeed prove Oliver's applica-
735 - tion in the univerfity ; but as a tafte for books and
-learning is generally acquired-in the early part of life,
’tis no way improbable that he form’d it there.

L S S SO A L I
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OLIVER CROMWELL. 3

ther, who after fome timie fent him to Lin-
colns Inn, where, inftead of applying him-
felf to the ftudy of the law, he learn’d the
follies and vices of the town (c).

This -

(¢) Inflead of fludying the law, be leaxw’d the vices

and fillies of thetown.] His fmall proficiency at Lincolns
Inn, we may, I think, fairly enough conclude from the
following paffage of a profefs’d panegyrift. ¢ Hecame
¢ to Lincolns Inn, where he aflociated himfeif with thofe
< of the beft rank and quality, and the moft ingenuous -
perfons; for though he were of a nature not.averfe
to ftudy and contemplation; yet he feemed rather,
addifted to converfation and the reading of mea,..and.
their feveral tempers, than.to.a continual poring up- (/) Pour-
¢ on authors (/).” But this is by no means fufficient to traituve of
give us. an idea of Oliver in his younger years. . We 2:;;::’;'
are by one writer furthermore told, that ¢ the firft Oliver,p. 8,
¢ years of his manhood were fpent in a diffolute courfc.'zmm
< of life, in good fellowthip and gaming (m).” Dugdale.™"5
is more large. ¢ In his youth, fays he, he was for (a) 'War- '
¢ fome time bred up in Cambridge; [he omits his be- wick's Me-
< ing at onc of the inns of court] where he made no ;"% P
great proficiency in any kind of learning; but then Load. 170s.:
and afterwards .forting himfelf with drinking compa-
nions, and the ruder fort of people (being of a rough
and bluftering difpofition) he had the name of 3 Roy-
fter amongft moft that knew him; and by his exorbi-.
tances fo wafted his patrimany ; that, having attempt-
ed his uncle Stewart for a fupply of bis wants, and
finding that by a fmooth way of application to him
he could nat prevail, he endeavoured by colour of
law to lay hold of his eflate, reprefenting himasa *
ep:’{:')‘ ’not able to govern it. But therein he fail- (x) Short

. L View, p.
#700d obferves, © that his father dying whilft he was 459. ’
¢ at Cambridge, he was taken home and fent to Lincelns

’ B3 ¢ Inn
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b THE LIFE OF
This involved him in expences which his
fortune would ill bear, and reduced him to
fome difficulties.  But his vices were of no
long continuance. He foon recovered him-
felf, and at the age of twenty one years,
married E/szabeth (D) daughter of Sir Fames
Bouchier,

\

¢ Ink to Riuady the contithdn taw, but ntaking nothing
¢ ‘of i, he was fent for home by his mother, became
(o) Fatti, © a debauchee, and a bdyfterdus and rude feltow (0).”
wol. ii. . 88. Thus, according %o ‘thefe writérs, 'Oliver mifpent his
time, and fell ihto Wice; 4nd tho’ ety probably his
faules afe licightened by the xatfors heréquoted, yer I’
thake no ddubt but there §s fome foundation for the
charge. For ih a Jekér to Wrs. Br. Fehn; his cozen,
dated Ely, 11th O&. 11639, 'he has the foRowing ex-
preflions. ¥ Yot'kno% what my marfier df life hath
¢ Beer. O, Iived in, and Ioved derki®fs, rhd hafed
‘¢ thetight; I was athief,'te chicf of fitmers. This
s troe, I hated podlines, Yt God ki metcy on’
{¢), Ther- < pnecp).”  WHich Wotds uhdecbiedly imply forite per~
Papens, vol. ‘fonal vice or othdr ito which ’he had Béen alidicted,
Lp. 1. Fol. thugh We'carind, at this' difteirice, wefl ‘el Wht it
Load. 1743 a5 with dertuitity.
(D) "He #tiryted EXizubeth Bouchterwbe frewed
due fabimiffion fo kim.] The Bouckitrs Were antient as
a family; Yot heérice ‘probally ardfe thefpirte-and pride
of Mvs. Orvinaell. Whether thefe [e@ her itito #ny in-
decencies with refffect o hér ‘heighbours, appears not
¢ven from the foes of e fainfly. With reard to'her
hufband the had revit, 4. .. fife was afféGrdtiate, -obe-
dier, Tubmiflive, gnti defirois topledfe : qualities viftly
Beyond any which refult 'frotn birh, ‘beauty, paits or
wealth, hat Ted ‘me tb confRier’her in this kight, 'is
“the following letter to Oliver, which will be read I dare
ey widh pledfite, ‘efgécidlly as it is the only'one -of
hets which hasbeen hudded-down to pdfteriey,

&=
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Boucbier, of Effex, knight, faid to be 2 wo-
man of fpirit and parts, and not waating in
pride (¢), tho' fhe fhewed sl due fubmif- (D) e
fion to her hufband. Soon after his mar- pcie
riage he fettled at Huntingtom, his nativer- 4
country ; but upon the death of his uncle,

Sic

Defemmber the 27th, 1650,
M Dm!.ﬂ) ‘

¢ I Wonder you fheuld blame me for writing nowe

¢ & oftnir, when I have fent thre for one: 1 cane-

¢ not but thesk they ar mifcarid. Truly if { knog my

¢ one hart { fhould afe foune negledt myfelf afe to the

¢ leaft thought towards you, hoc in douing of .it'l mudt

¢ doe it to myfelf; but when I doe writ, my dear, I

“ feldome have any fatisfatore anfer, wich makfe me

¢ thenk my writing is flited, as well it mae; but{ can-

¢ not but-thenk your love covene my weknifis and in-

¢ firmetis. 1 fhould rejoys <o hear your defire in fee-

¢ ing me, butT defire to fubmit to the providens.of

¢ God, howping the Lord, houe hath feperated .us,

“ and heth oftunc brought us together agane, wil .in

¢ heis good time breng us agane, to the prale of .heis

¢ .name. Truly my lif is buthalf a lif in your abfeinle,

¢ deid not the Lord make it up in heimfelf, which I

¢ muft acknoleg to the prafe of heis grace. I would.you

¢ would thenk to writ fometims to your deare.frend me

¢ Lord Chef Jufles, of hom I have oftune put you in

¢.mind : and truly, my deare, if you would thenk of

¢ what I -put you in.mind of fume, it might be of as

¢ much purpos afe others, -writting fumetims a letter .

¢ to.the Prefedent, and fometims to the Speiker. {n-

¢ .deid, my deare, you cannot thenk the ‘rong you doe

¢ yourfelf in the -whant of a letter, .though it wer but gﬁtem",‘:“"
¢ feldome. I pray think of, and foc reft .yours in all pers, 1y -
¢ faithfulnife, Nickolls, j,

¢ Eriz. CRomwELL (r).” $o Fol.
B 4 Inl.ond. 1743
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Sir Robert Stewart, who left him. an eftate
of between four and five hundred pounds a
year, he removed to.the ifle of Ely. Here
again it is faid that he fell into great ftreights

- and difficulties, through an excefs of {uper-

ftition; though the accounts given of it ()
are,

In conformity to the reprefentations of others I have
mentioned Mrs. Cromwells {pirit and pridec how the
latterappear’d I know not. It is not faid that fhe lov’d
ftate and magnificence, that the was delighted with
flattery, or fond- of power. Nor do I remember to
have feen any addrefles made to her either by the court
divines, or poets of her age, though her hufband, and
her fon Richard had ftore of them. So that I fhould
rather conclude her meek and humble, than proud and
high-fpjrited; though we have no faéts given us from

-whence we may draw the one or the other conclufion.

What confirms me in the opinion of her. real good

“ chara&er is, that Dugdale and Bates, who bave drawn

the moft ugly piGures of Cromwell, have left hers un-
touched, which I'm perfwaded they would not have
done, could they have found any thing to faften on.
Bates, being phyfician to the family, muft have had op-
portunities fufficient for information; and after the re-
ftoration it was making court to abufe any part of QOli-
I am confirmed in my opinion of Mrs. Cremuwell, by
the following paffage in Ludl:w, which I obferv’d not
till I had written,the above. ¢.fe[the ProteGtor] re-
¢ moved {rom the Cock-pit, which houfe the parliament -
¢ had affign’d him, to take pofleffion of /2 biteball,
which he aflign’d to himfelf. His wife feem’d at firft
unwilling to remove thither, tho’ afterwards fhe be-
came better fatisfied with her grandeur (s).!
(E) He fell into fireights and difficu'ties through an ex-.

" & a

head
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are, in my opinion, far enough from being
-probable. S :
) Cer-

- head by writers prejudiced againft his memory. ¢ Ado-.
¢ lefcens cum fzmina nobili confarreavit; fed brevi -
¢ poftea tum fua tum materna bona, (pater enim ante
¢ defun@us erat) effufus in luxum, funditus dilapidavit,
¢ adeo ut ad reftim propemodum redigeretur. Dein
¢ agens refipifcentiam, concionibus facris, le&ionibus
< piis, & mortificationis operibus totus vacat; conduéto-
¢ que zytheplario, velut rem familiarem quam an:é de-
¢ coxerat recofurus, eidem dat operam, fimul & agri-
¢ culturz. Ab co tempore, avunculoillum fummopere
¢ perofo, Roberto Stewards equiti, regiorum quorun-
¢ dam & clericorum operi conciliatus eft, harefque
¢ tandem fcriptus. Patrimonio tamen pauld poft ad
¢ aflem peflundato, flatuit Novam Angliam proficifci,
¢ omniaque in hunc finem preparat (¢).” i, ¢. ¢ In his (¢) Elenchi
¢ youth he married a gentlewoman, but by his profufe auveromm
¢ and luxurious way of living, in afhort time he fquan- i Angliaab
¢ dered away both his mother’s and his wife’s eftate, fo Georgio Ba- -
¢ that he was almoft reduced to beggary.  Afterwards, &2, P*" fe-
¢ afluming the behaviour of a penitent, he gave him- 219, ’svl:.
¢ felf wholly up to the hearing of fermons, reading of Load. 2663
¢ godly books, and wosks of mortification; and hav-
¢ ing got a brewhoufe, he applied himfelf to the brew-
«¢ ing trade, and alfo to hufbandry. -After that his ur-
¢ cle Sir Robert Stewart, who had an averfion to him),
¢ being reconciled by'the means of fome clergymen and
¢ courtiers, left him his fortune. But fhortly after,
¢ having again run out of all, he refolved to go to New
¢ England, and prepares all things for that end. ,
Dugdale, after having fpoken of ¢ his moft formaily
¢ canting in their [the Puritans] demure language and
s affeed tone, and frequenting the fermons of the
¢ ficrceft Beautefeaus,’ tells us ¢ he was neceffitated
¢ .through his low condition to quit 2 country farm,
¢ which he held at St Jves, and betake himfelf to
¢ mean
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Certain ’tis, he was very regular at this
time. in his whole behaviour, publickly ad-
- dicted

@ short ¢ mean lodgiegsin Cambridge (x).” This neceflity an-

uw, p. other writer lays upon bis overmuch religion, which

4% jnduc’d him to have leng prayers with his family in a
morning, and again im the afternoom, at which his
plowmen and all his country fervants alwaysattended.
Mr. Hume, sfter bis manner, has éimprav’d upan all
thefe writers. ¢ All of a fudden, the fpint of refor-
¢ mation feized him ; he married, affeQed 2 grave and
¢ compofed behaviour, entered into .all the zeal and
¢ rigour of the putitanical party, and offered to neflore
¢ to every one whatever fums he had formerly gained
¢ by gaming. The fame vehemence of tomper which
‘¢ had tranfported him into the extseamss.of pleafure,
¢ now diftinguithed his religious habits. His heufe
¢ was the refortaf all the zealous clergy wf the panty ;
¢ and his hofpitdlity as well as his liberalities to 2he fi-
¢ lenced and deprived minifters, proved as chasgeable
¢ as his former debaucheries. Tho’ he thad acquired a .
¢ tolerable fortuae by a matemal uncle, he found his
¢ affairs 4o injur'd by his expanoes, ¢hat he was.obliged
¢ to take a farm at 8t Jees, :and =pply hinfelf, for
¢ fome years, to agricaltuse, as & profefion. But this
¢ expedient-ferwed rather to inwolvehim infurther debts

R ¢ and difficulties. The long prayers which be faid to .
¢ his family in ¢ke morniog and .agaio in theafternoon,
« .confumed his own time -and ‘that of his.ploughmen ;
¢ and he referved no leizuse for the care of his.tem

(=) Hiftory ¢ ra] affairs (x).” Trheze is a.deul of confufion in all

;fﬁ?az"w,. thefe accounts, and I:believe, .atithe bottem, but little

ii. p. 45, truth. For who canthink that Qliger, tho’ cersainly an

#to. Lond, \enthufiaft, had {o little fanfe as to run :himfelf out after

Y157 fuch a ridiculous manner ? ‘No man bester knew than
himfelf ithat there was a feafon for -every .thing, .antl
tho’ he loved to pray, .and preach toe on occafion, iyet
he was.never kaown .in any other part «of ife to nlec%;
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difted to no vice, but u profeflor of religion
even to a degree of (F) enthufiafm, to which
’ through

let his affairs.  Mr. Hume thould bave known too, that
the clergy with whom Cromwell affociated, were not of
atemper to ruin even the moft hofpitable: good cheer
was far ‘enough from being their chief obje&t. But .
waving all this, I would be glad to know how thefe ac-
counts ‘of his poverty are to be reconcild with the
known faQs of his:being cleCted a member of parlia-
ment in 1628; and the fuccefsful oppofition he ac-
tually made to the earl of Bedford, and other great men,
in'the bufinefs of draining the Fens ?

Sir Philip Warwick, an eminent royalift, lived fome
time near Huntington (y), and convers’d with Dr. Sim- (y) Me-
cott, Cromwells phyfician, from whom he learn’d many 2™ P
particulars: but be is totdlly filent on this head, and
therefore very probably ‘there is no truth in what is
above related.

Since writing the above, T find Cromwell (peak-
. ing concerning his fituation in life in the following
manner. ¢ I was by birth a gentleman, living neither
¢ in dny -confiderable height, nor yet in obfcurity.’
Words fpoken to his parliament Sept. 12, 1654, and
abundantly fufficient to'confute the idle ftories in this
nete -rectted. Mikon alo, fpeaking concerning him,
fays, © Is matura jam atque firmata xtate, quam & pri-
¢ vatus traduxit, nulla re magis quam religionis cultu
¢ parioris, & integritate vitze cognitus, domiin occilto
¢ cfeverdt’ 4.-¢. "¢ ‘Being now arrived to a ma-
¢ ‘ture and Tipe age, which he{fpentas a private perfon, (=) Milton's
¢ noted forndthing more than-the cultivation of pure Frofe
¢ réligion, and ‘integrity of'life, he was grown rich at o, 5

vol. ii,

¢ home (=).!—After this, THope, we thall bear no more p. 395.

of Ofiver’s extreme poverty. qur
(¥) He was a profeffor of veligion even to a degree of en- seq 4igo e

thufiafm.] The reader who has feen nothing but' mo- quotation
dern tmanners, ‘msy wonderto bear religion made part from Cla-

rendon in
Of pote (r).



12 THE LIFE OF °
through the remaining part of his life.he
{eemed greatly inclined. S

¢ This,

of 3 great man’s charaéler. He whofhould now even-

but make the leaft public pretence to it, wculd go near

to be ridicul’d for a fool or a fanatic. The Brutes, the
Wrengheads, the Fribbles have figured {o long, thatthey.

are become very familiar, and deem’d top chara&ters.

But in the laft century things were otherwife: a2 man’s

being religious was thought one qualification even for

() Letters 8 poft in the army, and mentioned as fuch by Lord
and Dif-  Strafforde (a), and we well know that. the ‘appearance
Paid}e’» of religion was kept up by gentlemen of the moft di(-
o Lna " tinguifh’d rank. So that Oliver’s religion was merito-
1739. rious in the eyes of thofe around him, and tended much,

' to'advance his charadter.

And that he was really religious, fecms to appear

from the following letter moft generoufly permitted to

~ be tranfcribed for me, by the truflees of the Britifh Au-

Jeum. It is written to Mr, Storie, and dated §t. Jves,

Fan. 11, 1635. ,

MR. Storie, amongft the catalogue of thofe good
workes which your fellowe citycenes and our
cuntrie men have donn, this will not be reckoned for
_the leaft that they have provided for the feedinge of
foules: buildinge of hofpitalls provides for mens bo-
dyes, to build materiall temples is iudged a worke of
pietye, but they that procure fpirituall food, they that
builde up fpirituall temples, they are the men truly cha-
ritable, trulye pious. Such a work as this was your
ereélinge the leQure in our cuntrie, in the which you
placed %r. Welles, a man.of goodnefle and induftrie
and abilitie to doe good every way : not thort. of any
" ¢ 1 knowe in England, and 1 am perfwaded that fi-
¢ thence his cominge, the Lord by him hath wrought

¢ much good amongft us. It only remains now that

¢ he whoe.firft moved you to. this, put you forward

) : ¢ to

A AR & A A A A K K NA A
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¢ to the continewance thereof, it was the Lord, and
< therefore to him lift we up our harts that he would
¢ perfe® itt. And furely Mr. Stirie it were a piteous
¢ thinge to fee a leCture fall in the hands of foe manie
¢ able and godly men as I am perfwaded the founders
¢ of this are, in'theife times wherin wee fee they are
¢ fupprefled with too much haft, and violence by the
¢ enemies of God, his truth, far be it that foe much
¢ guilt thould fticke to your hands, who live in a citye
¢ (o renowned for the clere fhininge light of the gofpell.
"¢ You knowe Mr. Stsrie to withdrawe the pay is to
¢ lett fall the leCture, for whoe goeth to warfare at his
¢ owne cbft. [ befeech you therefore in the bowells
¢ of Chrift Jefus putt it forward and let the good man’
"¢ have his pay. ‘ The foules of God his children will
*¢ blefs you for it : and foe fhall I, and ever reft

¢ Yeur .Iwingc Jriend in the Lord,
o ¢ OL1vErR CROMWELL.

¢ Commende my hearty love to Mr..Bafe, Mr.

¢ Beadly, and my other good friends. I would

¢ have written to- Mr. Buffe, but I was loath to

¢ trouble him with a longe letter, and I feared .
<1 thould not reccive an an{wer from him,
-¢ from you I expe@ one foe foon as conveni-

¢ ently you may. Fale. To my very lovinge

¢ friend Mr. Storie, at the fign of the Dogg in

¢ the Royal Exchange London, d'c. theife.’

The importance of this letter to Cremwell’s charac-
ter will excufe the length of it, efpecially as ’tis an ori-
ginal, and now firft publifhed.

But he not only praifed the external duties of re-
ligion (real inward religion appears not to men, but by
its fruits) but he was carried away into enthufiafm.
He fancied himfelf favoured and diftinguifhed by hea-

_ven; that God in anfwer to his prayers afforded him
fupernatural illumination and affiftance.——¢ I had oc-
¢ cafion to converfe with Mr. Cromwell’s phyfician, Dr.

. ¢ Simcott,

¥3
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¢ Simcett, who aflured me, that for many years his pa-
¢ tisat was 3 moft fplepetick man, aand had phanfyes
¢ about the crofs in that town; and that he had been
¢ called up to him at midnight and fuch ynfeafonable
¢ hours very many times, upon 3 {trong phancy, which
¢ made him believe he was then dying; and there went
¢-a flosy of him, that in the day-time lyiog melancholy
¢ in his bed, he believed that 3 fpirit appeared ta him,
. ¢ and tpld him he fhould be the greatefk man (nat men-
¢ tioning the word King) in this kingdom. hich his
¢ yncle Sic Thomas Steward, who left him all the Little
¢ eftate Cromuxll had, told him was traiteroys. tg re-
¢ late.  The firfk years of his manhood were fpent in
- ¢ adiffolute courfe of lifem-but~—when he was civiliz'd
¢y wa. © BE joined bimfelf to men of his own temper, who
wick,p. ¢ pretended unto tranfports and revelatians (5)."+———v
249 The following extra&s from fome of Oljver’s letters will,
perhaps, better than any thing elfe illuftrate this part
of his charaller. ¢ T noc poore creature hath
¢ more caufe to putt forth himfelfe in the caufe of his
¢ God, then I. I have had plentiful w. before
¢ hand; and I am fure I thall never ¢am the leaft mite.
¢ The Lovd accept mee in his Sonny and give me to
* walk in the light, and give usto walk in the light,
¢ as hee is in the light. He it is that inlightength our
¢ blacknefle, our darknefle. I dare not fay, hee hi-
¢ deth his face from mee; hee giveth me to fee light in
¢ his light: one beame in a darke place hath exceed-
(6) Thurloe, * inge much refrefhment in it blefled be bis pame fer
vol, 1. p. 1. ¢ fhininge upon foe darke 2 hart as mine (¢).” This
was writtenvin 1638. In aietter to thelard #5ar-
ton, dated Sept. 2, 1648, we have the following paf-
fages. ¢ I befeech the Lord make us fenfible of this
s great mercye héere [the vi®ory over the Scots under
- "« Duke Hamilten, I {uppofe] which furelye was much
" & more then ® * # ¥ * the houle exproffeth. I truft
& & %% % 2% che goodnefle of our God, timeand op-
¢ portunitye to fpeak of itt with you face to face.
¢ When we think of our God, what are wee! oh!
s his marcye to the whale focietye of SainQs, d¢fpifc:5
‘ : ¢ jeered
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¢ jeered Sanéls. Let them mocke onn. Would we
« were all Sain@s; the beft of us are (God knows)
¢ poorec weake Sainlls, yet Sain@s; if not fheepe, yet
¢ lambs, and muft bee fed. We havedaily bread and
¢ {hall have itt, in defpite of all enimies. There’s
¢ enough in our fathers houfe, and he difpenfeth itt as
¢ our eyes * * * * bekind, then weecan * * * ¢ we
¢ for him. I thinke thorough thefe outward mercyes
¢ (as we call them) faith, patience, love, hope, all are
¢ exercifed and perfefled, yea Chrift formed, and
¢ growes to a perfe® maa within us. I knowe not
¢ how well to ditinguith : the difference is pnly in the
¢ fubjet: to 2 worldly man they are outward: toa
¢ Sain@, chsiftian: ?‘uc 1 difpute n:t. My lotd I re-
¢ joice in your perticar mescye. is foete
¢ you; if foe it fhall not hust you, n::p:ukeyoupba
¢ or fhift for the y baron to make him great.
¢ You will fay he is Geds to dilpofe off, and guide for,
¢ and there you will leave him (d).’

In a letser to the governor of the calle of Bdinburgh,
dated Sepe. g, 1650, he thus writes: ¢ We have faid
¢ in our papers with what hearts and upon what ac-
* compt we came; [inw0 Scetiand] and the Lord bath
¢ heard us, though you would not, upon as folemn an
¢ appeal as any experience can parallel. And although
¢ they [the Scs] feem to comfort themfelves with be-
¢ ing the fons of Jaced, from whom (they fay) God
¢ hath hid his face fora time ; yet it’s no wonder, when
¢ the Lord hath lift up his hand fo eminently againft a
* family, as he hath done fo often againft this [the
¢ Stwart] and men will not fee his hand, if the Lord
¢ hide his face from fuch, putting them to thame, both
¢ for it and their hatred at his people, as it is this day.
¢ When they purely truft to the fword of the fpirit, which
¢ is the word of God, which is powerful to bring down
¢ ftrong bolds, and every imagination that exalts itfelf,
. which alone is able tofquare and fitt the fones for the

new Ferufalem ; then, and not before, and by that means,
and no other, fhall Ferwfalem (which is to be the
¢ praife of the whole easth) the city of the Lorl:l ::e
P ¢ ui t’
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p- 99.
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(¢) Thurloe, ¢ built, the Sion of the holy one of Ifrael (¢)? The

vol. 1, p.

59
~

1d.
;[261.
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¢ camp.” Upon_ which Cromtuell faid, God is deliver-

governor in his reply telling Cromwell the Seots mini-
fters faid, ¢ that they had not fo learned Chrift as to
¢ hang the equity of their caufe upon events:’ he
reaflumed his pen on the fame fubje&, and writes as
follows: ¢ In-anfwer to the witnefle of God upbn our
¢ folemn appeal; you fay, you have not fo learned
¢ Chrift, to hang the equity of your caufe upon events.
¢ We could with blindnefle hath not been upon your
éyes toall thofe marvellous difpenfations, which God
hath wrought lately in England. But did not you fo-
lemnly appeal and pray? Did not we do fo too?
And ought not you and we to think with fear and
trembling of the hand of the great God in this mighty
and ftrange appearance of his? But can flightly call
it an event. Were not both yours and our expec-
tations renewed from time to time, whilft we waited
upon God, to fee which way he would manifeft
himfelf upon our appeals? And fhall we after all
thefe our prayers, faftings, tears, expe@ations, and
folemne appeals, call thefe bare events? The Lord
.pity you. Surely we fear, becaufe it hath been 2
merciful and gracious deliverance to us. I befeech
youin the bowels of Chrift, fearch after the mind of
the Lotd in ittowards you, and we fhall help you by
¢ our prayers, that you may find it out; for yet (if
¢ we know our hearts at all) our bowels do in Chrift
“ Jefus earn after the godly in Scotland ( f).’—--Bithop
Burnet tells us, ¢ that when Cromwell was in the great-
¢ eft fireights and perplexities, juft before the battle at
Dunbar, he called his officers to a day of feeking the
Lord. He loved to talk much of that matter all his
life long afterwards. He faid he felt fuch an enlarge-
ment of heartin prayer, and fuch quiet upon it, that
he bade all about him take heart, for God had cer-
¢ tainly heard 'them, and would appear for them., Af-
¢ ter prayer they walked in the Earl of Roxborough's
¢ gardens that lay under the hill; and by profpeQive
glafes they difcerned a great motion in the Scortifs

L )
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ing them into our hands, they are coming down to (¢) Burnet's

¢ us(g)’ Theevent was comformable to his expeQa- ﬁ.":ﬁ{'“
tion. . . times, val. i,
Whitleck, who well knew the man, writes as follows ; p- 81. 1amo,

¢ From the council of flate Cromwe/l and his fon Iretn se:cé',:,",:

¢ went home with me to fupper, where they were very well's letter

¢ chearful, and feemed extremely well pleafed; we to Lenthall

¢ difcourfed together till twelve a-clock at night, and o

¢ they told me wonderful obfervations of God’s provi-

¢ dence, in the affairs of the war, and in the bufinefs

¢ of the army’s coming to Loxdin, and feizing the

¢ members of the houfe, in all which were miraculous, ;) .

¢ paﬂhges ( b).’ morialgy
Thefe paflages are, Ithink, abundantly fufficient to P- 3%

eftablith the enthufiafm of Cromwc/l. However, that

the reader may determine the better, let him attend to

the following anecdotes which feem to indicate him an

hypocrite. ¢ His rude cant and fpiritual fimplicity were

¢ downright affeCtation: than which nothing can be

¢ more evident from Mr. #aller’s obfervation, and his

¢ confeffion to him. Mr. Waller often took noticey

¢ that in the midft of theéir difcourfe a fervant has come

¢ in to tell them fuch and fuch attended ; upon which

¢ Cromwell would rife, and flop them, talking at the

¢ door, where he could over-hear them fay, The Lord

will reveal, The Lord will help, and feveral fuch ex«

¢ preflions; which when he return’d to Mr. #aller he

¢ excus'd, faying, Coufin #uller, I muft talk to thefe

¢ men after their own way; and would then go on

where they left off. This created in Mr. #a'lr an

¢ opinion that he fecretly defpifed thofe whom he feem- (i) Wailler?s

¢ ed to court (i) . Life, p. 304
And the author of the Political hiftary of the age,

thinks ¢ the enthufiafm of Cromwell entirely afflum’d

¢ and politic; quoting the following arecdote from O/i-

¢ wer 8t. Johny in proof of ity viz. That being one day

¢ at table with his friends, and looking for the cark of

¢ a bottle of champaign which be had opened, on be-

¢ ing informed, that fome perfon attended for admit-

‘ tance to fee him, Tell him, fays Cromwell, we are ggﬁonf}g

e .. \? w,
in fearch otj the Holy Spll’é (4)e Thefe A 1197

a
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* Thefe are the paflages which feem to deftroy the en-
thufiafm of Oliver ; feem, I fay, to deftroy it—for allow-
ing their truth, in my opinion, they de not in reality do
it.—For what do they prove, but that Eremwell fome-
times talked inconfiftently with his principles? or be-
ing at times lefs under their power, he indulged him-
felf in jefting and raillery, to which he was naturally
prone?’ If two or three cafual expreffions are to de-
termine a2 man’s chara@er in oppofition to his whole
fpeech and behaviour, woe be to thofe K who think
themfelves vistuous and good. Whoever will confider

.the times in which Oljver liv'd; the part he bore in the

{/) Jortin’s

tranfaCtions of them ; his real principles with refpe®
to returns of prayer; and his opinion exprefs’d in his
Jaft moments, will not be long at a lofs to determine
about his real enthufiafm.

1. Thetimes in which Oliver liv’d were times of re-
formation. Now ¢ a reformation is feldom carried on
without a heat and a vehemence which borders upon
enthufiafm ; and as Cicero hath obferved that there
never was a great man fiwe afflatu divino, fo in times
of religious contefts, there feldom was a man very
zealous for liberty civil and evangelical, and a de-
clared and active enemy to infolent tyranny, blind fu-
perftitiony political godlinefs, bigotry and pious frauds,
who had not a fervency of zeal which led him or
fome occafions fomewhat beyond the fober. bounds of
temperate reafon. When men are thus difpos’d, and
have animated each other, and-are inflam’d Ly oppo-~
fition, peifecution, and ill ufage, they are ftrongly
inclin’d tp fufpeét a divine interpofition, and to ex-
plain every ftrange appearance that way. The im-
petuofity fpreads far and wide, and feizes even upon
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Remarkson® children (/). X

ecclefiaftical
hiftory,

vol, ii.
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Another ingenious writer {peaking concerning thefe
times obferves, ¢ That in the high ferment of national
¢ {pirit, not only did the animofities ufual amidft the
¢ flames of civil war, fpread violently, on both fides;
¢ but that which was peculiar to the complexion and
¢ temper of the people of that age; extravagant con-

. ¢ ceits
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¢ ceits of a religious kind, operated in the moft forcible
¢ manner imaginable. The crude mixture of religi-
\¢ ous and pelitical opinions which is commonly-found
¢ among the bulk of a people, being then thook to the
¢ very bottom ; it was no wonder, that, together with
¢ the moft fhining inftances of military fkill and bravery,
¢ of penetrating fagacity and judgment in the manage-
¢ ment of particular conjunctures and events, of bold-
¢ nefs, vigilance, and addrefs in planning and execut-
¢ ing the moft dangerous enterprizes; there may alfo
¢ be difcerned many evidences of a wild and enthufi-
¢ aftic genius affelling the manners and actions of the (m) Natjone

¢ popular leaders (m).’ al fpirit,
2. Not oaly the times in which Oliver liv’d, but the :f':ﬁ:::::;‘

charalters he bore, and the great and furprizing ac- fource of

tions he perform’d, will lcad us very naturally to fup- politeal Ii-

pofe that he might really think himfelf under the divine go'; P %"
uidance. The age of Cromwell was an age of won- 1758, 24,
ers. The king and his nobles were brought low ; it

the poor and the mean were exalted; the foolith things

of the world confounded the wife, and the weak things

of the world confounded the things which were mighty ;

and bafe things of the world, and things which were de-

fpis’d, yea things that were not, comparatively, brought

to nought things that were. No wonder things fo

marvellous, were deem’d by him and others to be the

Lord’s doings in a peculiar manner, fince they were

fo much out of the ufual courfe. And as to himfelf in

particular, from fmall beginnings he had rofe to fuch

heights of power and reputation, and done fuch very

extraordinary things, that it muft have been very dif-

ficult for a man of his conftitution, to have forborn

thinking that he was perfonally favour’d by heaven in his
undertakings. ¢ A magiftrate convinc’d of the being of

¢ a God and_a Providence, and confcious that every

s purpofe of his heart intends the honour .of that God

¢ and the good of the people he governs, cannot help

¢ believing himfelf under the fpecial care of the Deity.

¢ This flows from the very realon and nature of things,

¢ and can never be otherwife: God, as furely as he

. C2 ¢ exifts,
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This, however, {poil'd not his good na-
ture, nor rendered him four, morofe, or fe-
vere.

On

¢ exifts, muft neceffarily favour fuch a man, and eve
¢ fuch man muft as neceflarily be convine’d that God
¢ does fo favour him. And fuch a perfwafion will
¢ always have more or lefs influence on the mind, as
¢ it falls in with a conflitution more or lefs inclin’d to
¢ fuperftition or enthufialm, which is apt to impute
¢ every laudable thought, and every fuccefsful aétion
¢ to the fpecial fuggeftion and affiftance of heaven (r).’
3. Cromwel’s real opinion concerning returns of
prayer will clearly fhew his enthufiafm. What follows
may, 1 believe, be depended on. ¢ I had heard from
¢ feveral (and it had been confirm’d to me by Mr.
Feremy White, who liv'd at Whitehall at the very
¢ fame time with Mr. Howe) that the notion of « par-
ticular faith in prayer, prevail'd much in .Cromwell's
court; and thatit was a common opinion among
them, thatfuch as were in a fpecial manner favour'd
of God, when they offer’d up prayers and fupplica-
tions to him for his mercies, either for themfelves or
others, often had fuch impreffions made on’their minds
and fpirits by a divine hand, as fignify’d to them,
not only in the general, that their prayers would be
heard, and gracioufly anfwered, but that the parti-
cular mercies that were fought for, would be cer-
tainly beftowed ; nay, and fometimes alfo intimated
to them in what way and manner they would be af-
forded; and pointed out to them future events before
hand, which in reality is the fame as infpiration.
Having heard of mifchief done by the prevalence of
this notion, I took the opportunity that offered, when
there was nothing to hinder the utmoft freedom, to
enquire of Mr. Howe, what he had known about
this matter, and what were his apprehenfions con-.
cerping it? He told me the prevalence of the no-
¢ tion
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On the contrary, from moft indifputable
autho-

¢ tion that I mentioned at Whitchall, at the time when
¢ he lived theré, was too notorious to be called in quef-
¢ tion; and thatnot a little pains was taken to cultivate
¢ and fupport it; and that he once heard :a fermon
there, (from a perfon of note) the avow’d defign of
which was to maintain and defend it. He faid he
was fo fully convinced of the ill tendency of fuch a
principle, that after the hearing this fermon, he
thought himfelf bound in confcience, when it came
next to his turn to preach before Cremwell, to fet
himfelf induftrioufly to oppofe it, and to beat down
that (piritual pride and confidence, which fuch fan-

and cherith. He told me, he obferved that while
he was in the pulpit, Cromwel/l heard him with great
attention, but would fometimes knit his brows, and
difcover great uneafinefs., When the fermon was
over, he told me a perfon of diftinction came to him,
and afk’d him if he knew what he had done? and
fignifyed it to him as his apprehenfion, that Cromwell
would be fo incens’d upon that difcourfe, that he
would find it very difficult ever to make his peace
with him, or fecure his favour for the future. Mr.
Howe replyed, that he had but difcharged his confci-
ence, and could leave the event with God. He told
me he afterwards obferved, Cromwell was cooler in
his carriage to him than before; and fometimes he
thought he would have fpoken to him of the matter,
¢ but he never did, and rather chofe to forbear (o).’

4. His difcourfe in his laft ficknefs to his wife, plain-

L I R T T T T S S O I R N N A S B
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cied impulfes and impreflions were apt to produce .

‘a) Calamy's

ifeof Howe,

p- 21. 8vo.

ly manifefts the enthufiafm of his temper. Take it asLond.1724.

related by his phyfician Bates. ¢ Sed nec animo folum
¢ zgrotat; [he had been juft fpeaking of his domeftic
¢ vexations] febre fiquidem brevi poft laticd & lentd
¢ corripitur, quz tandem (puriam in tertianam dege-
¢ nesavit. Prove&to p:r feptimanam morbo, abfque

C3 ¢ ullis
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authorities, we are aflured, that he was
cour-

ullis periculi indiciis, (utpote nunc iftam mali fpe-
ciem, nunc aliam pre fe ferente;) ut ne prohiberet
fecundd die ab ambulandofords. Poftprandium autem
accedentibus ad eum quinque ques habebat medicis,
quidam ex tactu pullum intermififfe pronuncjat: quo
audito ille fubito confternatus ore pallet fudatiunculas
patitur, & feré deliquium, jubétque fe ad le&ulum -
deportari; atque ibi cardiacis refocillatus, fupremum
condidit teftamentum, fed de rebus privatis & domef-
ticis. Mané fummo, cim unus € cateris vifitatum
veniret, percontatur, quare vultus ei adeo triftis.
Ciimque refponderet, ita oportere, fi cui vite ac fa-
lutis ejus pondus incumberet ; Vos (inquit) medici
me creditis intermoriturum : dein cteris amotis (uxo-
rem manu complefens) ita hunc affatur, Tibi pro-
nuncio, non effe mihi hoc morbo moriendum ; hujus
enim certus fum, Et quia intentiori afpeftantem
oculo ad ifta verba cerneret, Tu me (inquit) né cre-
das infanire; verba veritatis elaguor, certioribus in-
nixus quam vobis Galenus aut Hippocrates vefter
fuppeditat rationibus. Deus ipfe hoc refponfum pre-
cibus dedit non meis unius, verim & eorum quibus
arctius cum illo commercium & major familiaritas.
Pergite alacres, excuffd penitus a vuftu triftitia, mé-
que inftar fervuli traCtate. Pollere vobis licet pru-
dentia rerum ; plus tamen valet natura quim medici
fimul omnes; Deus autem naturam longiori fuperat
intervallo (p).” i. e. ¢ But all his diftemper was
not in his mind alone; for fhortly after he was taken
with a flow fever, that at length degenerated into a
baftard tertian ague. For a weeks time the difeafe
fo continued witheut any dangerous fymptoms, (as
appearing fometimes one, and fometimes another
kind of diftemper) that every other day he walked a:
broad: but after dinner his five phyficians coming to
wait upon him, one of them having felt -his puf!fed,
. < ¢ fai
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courteous and obliging, affable and conde-
fcending,

¢ faid that it intermitted : at which fuddenly ftartled,
¢ he looked pale, fell into a cold fweat, almoft fainted
¢ away, and orders himfelf to be carried to bed, where
being refrefthed with cordials, he made his will, but
only about his private and domeflic affairs, Next
morning early, when onc of his phyficians came to
vifit him, he afked him, why he look’d fo fad? and
when he made an{wer, that fo it becomes any one,
who had the weighty care of his life and health upon
him: Ye phyficians, faid he, think I fhall die. Then
the company being removed, holding his wife by the
hand, to this purpofe he fpoke to him, I tell you I
thall not die of this diforder,—I am fure of it. And
becaufe he obferved him to look more attentively
upon him at thefe words, Don’t think, faid he, that
I am mad; I fpeak the words of truth, upon- furer
grounds than your Galen or Hippocrates furnifh you
with. God Almighty himfelf hath given that an-
fwer, not to my prayersalone, but alfo to the pray-
ers of thofe who entertain a ftriter commerce, and
greater intimacy with him. Go on chearfully, ba-
nithing all fadnefs from your looks, and deal with
me as you would with a ferving-man. Ye may have
fkill in the nature of things, yet nature can do more
than all phyficians put together ; and God is far more
above nature.’

“gglﬂﬂlﬂﬂ.ﬂahﬁﬁghﬁ.‘ﬁﬁ.
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Burnet confirms this account of the affurance ‘of -
the divines concerning Cromwell's fecoveg (¢). - I(g) Hifory
/i

will reft the evidence of the enthufiafm of
(though many more proofs can be brought of it) not
doubting but it will appear ftrong and convincing ;
and account, in fome degree, for thofe aftions and ex-
prefions which we fhall meet with in the following
fheets: account in fome degree, I fay; for whoever
thinks him wholly under the power of this principle,
will be greatly miftaken, Cromwell ranks in this re-

Cs fpect

of his own
ver here cmes, vol. b

Pe 130,
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fcending, and cven ftrongly, at times (G),
inclin’d

fpe& with Mubome', and Auremgzebe, who were great
mafters of themfelves, though, by nature, ftrongly tinc-
tured with enthufialm.

{G) He was courteous and affable, and inclin’d to buf-
JSeonery.] Here are the authorities.  Sir Philip Wer-
wick does honor to this part of his charaler in the fol-
lowing paragraph. ¢ In his converfation towards me
¢ he was ever friendly; tho’ at the latter end of the
¢ day finding me ever incorrigible, and having fome
¢ inducements to fufpe® me a tamperer, he was fuf-
¢ ficiently rigid (r).” /Pkitlock, even under a fenfe of
an injury done him by Crimwell, owns he was ¢ good-

-gials, p. 63y, ¢ natured (s).” His affability and condefcenfion will

() Kd. p,
8¢

appear alfo from the fame writer. ¢ As they [Crom-
¢ well and Ireton] went home from my houfe, their
coach was ftopped and they examined by the guards,
to whom they told their names ; but the captain of
the guards would not believe them, and threatned to
carry thefc two great officers to the caurt of guard.
Ireten grew a little angry, but Cromwell was chearful
with the foldiers, gave them twenty fhillings, and
commended them and their captain for deing their
duty (#).” In another place he writes as follows:
The Pre teQor ofien advis’d about this [ The petition
and advice] and other great bufinefles with the Lord
Brozhill, Pierpeint, myfelf, Sit Charles Wolfely and
T burloe, and would be fhut up three or four hours
together in private difcourfe, and none were admit-
ted to come in to him; he would fometimes be very
chearful with us, and laying afide his greatnels he
would be exceeding fawiliar with us, and by way
of diverfion, would make verfes with us, and every
one muft try his fancy ; he commonly call’d for to-
bacco, pipes, and a candle, and would now and -
then take tobacco himfelf; then he would fall again
f to his ferious and great bufinefs, and advife with us
' ¢in
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inclin’d to pradife fome little arts of buf-

foonery.
y But

¢ in thofe affairs ; and this he did often with us, and

¢ our counfel was accepted and followed by him, in (a) Memo-
¢ moft of his greateft affairs (x).” Thefe paflages, rials,p. 656.
fimply and artlefly told, ftrongly indicate the chear- :

" fulnefs and pleafantry of Cromwel/, and fhew how

well qualified he was to conciliate the affefion and re-
gard of thofe whom bhe thought it worth his while to () ¢ note
court (x). , &rn].
Let uts now proceed to the buffoonery which is men-

. tioned in the text. ¢ Mr. #aller lived moftly at Bea-

eensficld, where his mother dwelt in her widowhood,

and often entertained Oliver Cromwell there, during

his ufurpation, he being related to her. But not-
withftanding ber relation to the ufurper, and Colonel
Hampden, lie was a royalift in her principles; and

when Oliver vifited her at Beaconsfield, the would

frankly tell him how ‘his preterfions would end.

The ufurper us’d merrily to throw a napkin at her in

return, and faid he would not enter into further dif-

putes with his aunt; for fo he us’d tocall her, though

not quite fo nearly related (y). Mr. Cowley fpeaks g_’iz.w’"“"
f < his flinging of cuthions, and playing at fnowballs ~ * ' ¥
with™ his fervants (2).’ And Mr. Ludlow relates (x) Dif-
that Cromwell contriv’d a conference to be held in :::,’f: ohe
Kingfireet, between thofe calPd the Grandees of the govem%nent
houte and army, and the Commonwealths-men, in ofOliver
which the Grandees, of whom Lieutenant-general Crom*elh
Cromwell was the head, kept themfelves in the clouds, © 95
and would not declare their judgments either for a
monarchical, ariftocratical, or democratical govern-

ment ; maintaining that any of them might be good -

in themfelves, or for us, according as Providence

thould dire&t us. The Commonwealths-men declar-

ed that monarchy was neither good in it'elf, nor for
us.——Notwithftanding what was faid, Cromwell

¢ — pra-
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But on neceflary occafions he kept ftate
to

— profefs’d himfelf unrefolved, and having learn’d
what he could of the principles and inclinaions of
thofe prefent at the conference, took up a cufhion
and flung it at my head, and then ran down the
¢ flairs; but 1 overtook him with another, which
¢ made him haften down fafter than he defired ().’
This fa& occurr’d to Mr. Hume, but he could not re-
late it as it was.—Hear his words. ¢ After debates,
¢ fays he, on this fubjet [government] the moft impor-
¢ tant which could fall under the difcuflion of human
¢ creatures, Ludlow tells us, that Cromweil, by way of
¢ frolic, threw a cufhion at bis head ; and when Lyud-
¢ low took up another cuthion, in order to return the
¢ compliment, the General ran down ftairs, and had
¢ almoft broke his bones in the hurry (4).’—But to
proceed. At the figning of the warrant for the King’s
execution, we are told ¢ that Cremw.dl with his pen
¢ mark’d Harry Marten in the face ; and Marten did
¢ the like to him (¢);’ and alfo ¢ that whillt Hugh
Peters was fhewing the lawfulnefs of the faid execu-
¢ tion, and, in his way, exciting them to it from the
¢ pulpit, he laughed (4).” I will add but one paflage
more. ¢ Minores dutores congiariis- frequentius de-
¢ vincire, nonnunquam in media cibatione, fame non-
¢ dum pacati gregarios milites pulfatis tympanis intro-
¢ mittere ut femefas rapterent reliquias. Robuftos ac
¢ vere militares nocivis & validis exercitiis tra&are,
¢ veluti pruna’candente nonnunquam ocreis injects,
¢ vel culcitris hinc indé in capita vibratis. Semel au-
€
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tem praludiis hujufmodi probe laffos & rifu laxatos
prefeCos ad cordis apertionem provocavit; eoque

modo ab incautis elicuit arcana quazdam, quz per- -

petuis tenebris optabant poftmodum involuta; dum
¢ ipfe, fententias omnium fcrutatus, celaret fuam (¢).
i. e. ¢ He would often make feafts for the inferiour of-
¢ ficers, and whillt they were feeding, before they had
- I ¢ fa-
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to the full (u); appear’d with the pomp
and

¢ fatisfied thcir hunger, caufe the drums to beat and
¢ let in the private foldiers to fall on, and fnatch away
¢ the half-eaten dithes. The robuft and fturdy foldiers
¢ he loved to divert with violent and hazardous exer-
¢ cifes; as by making them fometimes throw a burn-
¢ ing coal into one ancthers boots, or cufhions at one
¢ anothers heads, When the officers had fufficiently
¢ laugh’d, and tired themfelves with thefe preludes,
¢ he would wheedle them to open their hearts freely ;
¢ and by that means he drew fome fecrets from the un-
¢ wary, which afterwards they wifhed might have bcen
(4

£
[4

wrapp’d up in everlating darknefs; whilft he, in the

mean time, pumping the opinion of all others, con-

cealed his own.” Thus even diverfions were made
fubfervient to his policy! .

(1) He kept flate to the full, and appear’d on proper
ozcafions with pomp and magnificence.] Cromwell was one
of thofe genius’s who are oftimes buried in obfcurity,
through want of occafion of heing known. Thoufands
fpend their lives in retirement who are capable of great-
er things than moft of thofe whofe names are tofs'd
from every tongue, and voic’d for wife, fkilful, able,
or valiant. In times of peace thefe men are little no-
tic’d or knewn; but they are overlook’d among the
herd, or treated with a coolnefs or difregard which
damps their ambition, and eftablithes their virtue.
But when civil commotions arife, when the ftruggle
is for liberty or enflavement, ¢ then a free and aétive
¢ fpirit is rais’d which overfpreads the country; every

man finds himfelf, on fuch occafions, his own maf-
ter, and that he may be, whatever he can make
himfelf: he knows not how high he may rife, and
is unaw’d by laws, which are then of no force: he
finds his own weight, tries his own ftrength, and, if
there is any hidden worth, or curbed mettle in him,
certainly thews and gives it vent. Accordingly we

¢ fee,
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and magnificence becoming the head of. a

rich

fee, that the genius’s produc’d at thefe times, give

{f) Enqui- ¢ great proof of reach and capacity, efpecially in politic
ry into the ¢

Life and

managements and civil affairs in the largeft fenfe ( f).’

Writings of Cromwell verified thefe obfervations. 1 will give /#ar-
wick’s account at large as arproof of it, efpecially as it
will afford pleafure to fuch of my readers as delight in
anecdotes, as, I believe, moft do. ¢ The firt time

Homer.
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I ever took notice of him [Olrver] was in the very
beginning of the parliament held in Nov. 1640, when
I vainly thought myfelf a courtly young gentleman :
(For we courtiers valued ourfelves much upon our
good cloaths.) I came into the houfe one morning
well clad, and perceived a gentleman fpeaking (whom
I knew not) very ordinarily apparelled ; for it was
a plain cloth fuit ; which feemed to have been made
by an ill country taylor; his linen was plain, and
not very clean; and I remember a fpeck or two of
blood upon his little band, which was not much lar-

.%er than his collar ; his hat was without a hatband :

is ftature was of a good fize, his {fword ftuck clofe
to his fide, his countenance fwoln and reddifh, his
voice fharp and untuneable, and his eloquence full
of fervour; for the fubjet matter would not bear
much of reafon ; it being in behalf of a fervant of
Mr. Prynne’s, who had difperft libels againft the
Queen for her dancing, and fuch like innocent and
courtly fports ; and he aggravated the imprifonment
of this man by the council table” unto that height,
that one would have believ’d, the very government
itfelf had been in great danger by it. I fincerely pro-
fels it leflened much my reverence unto that great
council, for he was very much hearkped unto. And
yet I liv'd to fee this very gentleman, whom out of
no ill will to him I thus defcribe, by multiplied good
fuccefles, and by real (but ufurpt) power ; (having
had a better taylor, and more converfe among good
¢ com-
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rich and powerful people, and behav’d fuita-
bly

¢ company) in my own eye, when for fix weeks toge-
¢ ther I was a prifoner in his ferjeant’s hands, and daily
¢ waited at Whiteball, appear of a great and majeftick (5) me.
¢ deportment and comely prefence (g).’ moirs, ps
Lord Clarendom, in the account lately publifhed of his 247
own life, gives us a reprefentation of Oliver’s behaviour in
a committee, very little to his advantage. Here are his
words: ¢ Mr. I]]de was often heard to mention one pri-
¢ vate committee, in which he was put accidentally into
¢ the chair, upon an inclofure which had been made of
¢ great waftes belonging to the Queen’s manors, with-
< out the confent of the tenants, the benefit whereof
had been given by the Queen to a fervant of near
truft ; who forthwith fold the lands inclofed to the
Earl of Manchefler, Lord Privy Seal ; who, together
with his fon Mandevil, were now moft concerned to
maintain the inclofure ; againft which, as well the
inhabitants of other manors, who claimed common
in thofe waftes, as the Queen’s tenants of the fame,
made loud complaints, as a great oppreffion, carried
upon them with a very high hand, and fupported by
power. The committee fat in the Queen’s court;
and Oliver Cromwell being one of them, appeared
much concerned to countenance the petitioners, who
were numerous, together with their witnefles; the
Lord Mandevil being likewife prefent as a party,
and by the dire&ion of the committee, fitting co-
vered. Cromwell (who had never before been heard
to fpeak in the Houfe of Commons) ordered the wit-
nefles and petitioners in the method of the proceed-
ing; and feconded, and enlarged upon what they
faid with great paffion; and the witnefles, and per-
fons concerned, who were a very rude kind of peo-
ple, interrupted the council, and witnefles on the
other fide, with great clamour when they faid any
¢ thing that did not pleafe them; fo that Mr. Hyde
’ ¢ (whofe
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ably to the high rank in which he had plac’d
himfelf,
Elo-

- ¢ (whofe office it was to oblige men of all forts to keep

L

(3) Life of
Lord Cla-
rendon,
vol. i.p. 78,
8vo. Oxford
' 1739.

¢ order) was compelled to ufe fome fharp reproofs, and
fome threats, to reduce them to fuch a temper, that
“the bufinefs might be quietly heard. Cromwell in
great fury reproached the chairman for being partial,
and that he difcountenanced the witnefles by threat-
ning them; the other appealed to the committee, whe
juitified him, and declared that he behaved as he
ought to do; which more inflamed him, who was
already too much angry, 'When upon any mention
of matter of fa&, or the proceeding before, and at
the inclofure, the Lord Mandevil dol%red to be heard,
and with great modefty related what had been done,
or explained whit had been faid, Mr. Cromwell did
anfwer, and reply upon him, with fo much inde-
cency, and rudenefs, and in language, fo contrary,
and offenfive, that every man would have thought,
that as their natures and their maaners were as oppo-
fite as it is poflible, fo their intereft could never have
been the fame, In the end his whole carriage was
fo tempeftuousy and his behaviour fo infolent, that
the chairman found himfelf obliged to reprehend
bim ; and to tell him, if he proceeded in the fame
manner, he would prefently adjourn the committee,
and the next morning complain to the houfe of him,
which he never forgave; and took all occafions af-
terwards to purfue him with the utmoft malice and
revenge, to his death ().’ .
If one were to judge by this, Cremwell's manners
were as rude as his drefs uncoustly. But however, this
fame writer in another place confefles the alteration
which was vifible in him after he rofe to dignity "and
power. ¢ As he grew into place and authority, fays
4 he, his parts feemed to be raifed, asif he had con-
¢ cealed his faculties,. till he had eccafion to ufe them;
. : ‘¢ an
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¢ and when he was to a& the part of a gredt man, he

¢ did it without any indecency, notwithftanding the (/) Hin. of

¢ wantof cuftom (1).’ the Rebel..

#Vbitlock has defcrib’d him two or three times in his 1:22;?1. .

public appearances: an account of thefe will explain

what T mean by his keeping flate to the full. His inau-~

guration was magnificent.  On the 26th of Fune, 1657,

¢ a place being prepared at the upper end of Wefmin-

¢ fer-ball, in the midft of it was a rich cloth of ftate

¢ fet up, and under it a chair of ftate upon an afcent of

* ¢ two degrees, cover'd with carpets; before it a table

and a chair by it for the {peaker; on each fide of the

hall were feats built one above ahother, and cover’d

for the members of the parliament; below them

feats on the one fide for the judges, and on the othes

fide for the Lord Mayor and aldermen of London,

About two of the clock in the afternoon the Prote@or

met the parliament,. and gave his confent to fome"

bills; then the fpeaker and members went to their

places in m_/)nfir:/i:r Hall, and the judges and alder-

men took their p'aces : a little time alter this his High«

nefs eame attended with his own gentlemen, and

with the heralds ferjeants at arms : the officers, com-

miffioners of the feal, and of the treafury, and his

council: the Earl of Warwick carried the {fword be-

fore him, and the Lord Mayor of London carried the

city fword.

¢ His Highnefs ftanding under the cloth of ftate, the

fpeaker in the name of the parliament prefented to

him,

¢ 1. A robe of purple velvet, lined with ermin, which’

the fpeaker, affifted by me and others, put upon his

Highnefs; then be delivered to him the Bible richly

gilt and bofled ; after that the fpeaker girt the fword

about his Highnefs, and delivered into his hands the

fcepter of mafly gold, and then made a fpeech to him

upon thofe feveral things prefented to him, withing
im,all profperity in his government, and gave him

the oath ; and Mr, Manton (k) by. prayer recommend-

ed his Highnefs, the parliament, the council, thg
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¢ forces by land and fea, and the whole government,
and people of the three nations, to the bleffing and
protetion of God. After this the people gave feve-
ral fhouts, and the trumpets founding : the Protec-
tor fat in the chair of ftate, holding the fcepter in' his
hand ; on his right fide fat the ambaffudor of France,
on the left fide the ambaffador of the United Provin-
ces.  Near to his Highnefs ftood his fon Richard, the
Lord Deputy Fleetwood, Claypole, mafter of the horfe,
Jhis Highncl%es council and officers of ftate ; the Earl
of Warwick held the fword on the right fide of the
chair, and the Lord Mayor of London held the city
fword on the left hand of the chair; near the Earl of
Warwick ftood the Lord Vifcount Lifle, general
Mountague, and I, each of us having a drawn fword
in our hands. Then the trumpets founded, and an
herald proclaimed his Highnefles title; and procla-
mation was made, and loud acclamations of the peo-
ple, God fave the Lord Prote@or. The ceremonies
being ended, his Highnefs having his train carried by
the Lord Sherwood, Mr. Rich, the Earl of Warwick’s
grandchild, and by the Lord Rokerts’s fon, accompa-
nied by the ambaffadors, and attended as before, went
in ftate to WVefiminfler Hall gate, where he took his
rich coach. In the upper end of it himfelf fat in his
robes, in the other end fat the Earl of #arwict, in
¢ one boot fat his fon Richard, and I with a drawn
¢ {fword in my hand; and in the other boot fat the
¢ Lord Vifcount Liffe, and General Mountague, with
¢ fwords drawn in their hands ; Claypole led the horfe
¢ of honour in rich caparifons, the life guard and other
¢ guards attended the coach, the officers and the reft
¢ following in coaches to Whiteball ({).’——Cromwell’s
reception of the Swedifh ambaflador will give us flill a
clearer idea of his capacity for alting in the pompous
fcenes of life. Take it from the author juft cited.
¢ His [the ambaflador’s] people went all bare, two and
¢ two before him in order, according to their qualities;
¢ the beft men laft; and next to him, the mafter of
¢ the ceremonies next ; before him, I on his right h::;i
. ¢
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OLIVER CROMWELL.

Elocution was not his talent. His public -

{peeches

* and Strickland on his left hand; they madea handfome
¢ fhew in this equipage, and fo went up to the council-
¢ chamber, where the ambaflador repos’d himfelf, about
¢ a quarter of an hour, and then word being brought
¢ that the Proteftor was ready in the Banguctting-houfe,
¢ he came down into the court again, and in the fame
¢ order they went up into the Banquetting-boufe. White-
¢ ball court was full of foldiers in good order, the ftairs
¢ and doors were kept by the Protetor’s guards in theic
¢ livery coats, with halberts, the rooms and paflages in
¢ very handfome order; the Banguetting-boufe was richly
¢ hung with arras, multitudes of gentlemen in it, and
¢ of ladies in the galleries. The ambaflador’s people
¢ were all admitted into the roont, and made a lane
¢ within the rails in the midft of the room. At the up-
¢ per end upon a foot-pace and carpet, ftood the Pro-
¢ teCtor with a chair of ftate behind him, and divers of
¢ his council and fervants about him. THe mafter of
. ¢ the ceremonies went before the ambaffador on the left
¢ fide ; the ambaflador in the middle, betwixt me and

¢ Strickland, went up in the open lane of the room; as
¢ foon as they came within the room, at the lower end
¢ of the lane, they put off their hats: the ambaflador a
¢ little while after the reft, and when he was uncover'd,
¢ the Prote&or alfo put off his hat, and anfwer'd the
¢ ambaflador’s three falutations in his coming up to bim,
* and on the foot-pace they faluted each other as ufually
¢ friends do: and ‘when the Prote@or put on his hat,
¢ the ambaflador put on his, as foon as the other, Af-
¢ ter a little paufe, the ambaffador put off his hat, and
¢ began to fpeak, and then put it on again ; and when-
¢ foever in his fpeech he  named the King his matfter, ot
¢ Sweden, or the Proteflor, or England, he moved his
¢ hat, efpecially if he mentioned any thing of Gad, or
¢ the good of Chriflendim, he put off his hat very low ;
¢ and the Prote&or flill anfwered him in the like pof-
¢ tures of civility. The am]gaﬂ’adot fpoke in the Swedifb
: * lan-
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%&cgches in general are longwinded, obfcure,
at (1) and ambiguous: but whether this was
not

¢ language, and after he had doge, being but fhort, his~
$ fecretary did interpret it in Latin.———After his inter-
¢ preter had done, the ProteCor ftood fill a pretty while,
% and putting off his hat to the ambaflador, with 3 car-
¢ riage full of gravity and flate, he anfwered him in Eng-
¢ lifp (m).——Though the ceremonials on thefe pub-
Jic occafions are, I apprehend, ordered and appointed by
“the proper officers, yet the man who (having fpent.forty
years of his life in 2 manner almoft wholly in' obfcurit
and' remote from courts, as Oliver had done) could .é{
his part fo gracefully in them, muft have had a ge-
nius of a peculiar turn, and greatly fuperiour to the .com-
mon clafs of men.—Mr. Waller feems therefore to have

had reafon for his complement to him in the following

verfes : .

¢ Oft have we wonder’d, how you hid in peace
A mind proportion’d to fuch things as thefe ;
How fuch a ruling {p'rit you cou’d reftrain,
And pra&tife firft over yourfelf to reign.
Your private life did a juft pattern give :

- How fathers, hufbands, pious foasthou'd live ;

- Born to command, your princely virtues flept:

Like humble David’s while the flock he kept.’

T cannot clofe this note without obferving the propriety
of the Swedifp ambaflador’s making ufe of his native
tongue in his public audience, and the Prote@ar’s reply-
ing in his own language. It thews the value they each
fet on their refpective countries, and their diflike of put-
‘ting fuch a flight on them as to imagine their idiom un-
polite or indeterminate. It would not have been amifs
“if the example had been followed.
" (1) Elocution was nat bis talent, &c.] CromwelPs want
of eloquence has been obferv’d by many writers. ¢ All
. . ¢ yirtues,
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not partly out of defign, may be a quettion,
fecing

¢ virtues, fays Mr. Cowley, being rightly divided into mo-
¢ ral and intelle@ual, 1 know not how we can better
¢ judge of the former than by mens aions, or of the
¢ latterthan by their writings or fpceches.  And for thefe
¢ latter (which are leaft 1a merit, or rather which are
¢ only the infiruments of mifchief where the other are
¢ wanting) I think you can hardly pick out the name
¢ of a man who ever was called great, befides him we
¢ are now fpeaking of, who never left the memory be-
¢ hiod him of one wife or witty apothegm even among
¢ his domeflic fervants or greateft flattesers. Thatlitdle
¢ in print which remains upon a fad record for him, is
¢ fuch, as a fatyr againft him would not have made bim (,) p;r.
¢ fay, for fear of tranfgrefling too much the rules of pro- courfe con-
¢ bability (n).’ b
Mr. &um fays that ¢ he was incapable of exprefling cx:ﬁ“,
. ¢ himfelf on this occafion [the crown’s being offer’d p.87. Prin-
¢ him] but in a manner which a peafant of the moft or- 1! o8
¢ dinary capacity, would juftly be afthamed of.” And ;, 3ame.
after quoting a paflage from the conference at #hiteball Lond. 1631
to fupport this aflertion, he obferves that ¢ the great
¢ defect in Oliver's fpeeches confifts not in his want of
¢ elocution, but in his want of ideas. The fagacity of
¢ his actions and the abfurdity of his difcourfe, forms
¢ the moft prodigious contrafte that ever was known.
¢ The colletion of all his fpeeches, letters, fermons,
_¢ (for he al{o wrote fermons) would make a great curio- :
¢ iity, and with a few exceptions might juitly pafs for () min.
¢ one of the moft nonfenfical books in the world (0).” vol. ii. pr
This gentleman’s great defefls are want of confiftency 79» 8
with himfelf, and regard to truth. In the paflage here
quoted he affures us that ¢ the great defe@ in Oliver’s
¢ fpeeches confifts mof in bis want of elocution, but in his
¢ want of ideas:’ a few pages after he obferves that
Cromwell ¢ was not defeCtive in any talent, ewcapt that (g 14, o,
* of elocution (p)” That he wrots fermons is a difcovery ge.
of Mr. Hume's own ; 1 believe no writer worth -naming
D2 ever
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feeing he could fpeak ahd write well on fome
occafions. - :

Bigo-

ever before faid it ; it is quite unfuitable to his charaller,
and the times,

I have faid'in the text that his fpecches, in general,
arelongwinded, obfcure, flat, and ambiguous : this will
appear to any who will be at the trouble to read his
fpeech at the diffolution of his firft parliament, and his
fpeeches at the conference at Whitehall, of which I fhall
have occafion hereafter to give extrats. The reafon of
thefe defe€ts feem to be fometimes the enthufiafm of his
temper, which produc’d a kind of expreflion favouring
of cant ; other times his being neceffitated to find excufes
for refufing what he was defirous of ; and moft times a
willingnefs to hide his real intentions. To which, pro-
bably, may be added his having been little ufed to fpeak
in public aflemblies, on public occafions, before he feiz’d
the fupreme power.—But defign I'm perfwaded had the
greateft fhare in producing fome of his oddeft compofi-
tions. 1 have feen, and fhall in the following fheets
produce copies of original letters written by him, which
fhew that he knéw well how’to exprefs himfelf ; his let-
ters to the governor of Edinburgh caftle before mention’d
are a farther proof of it ; and the following fpeech made

. off hand to the Swedifb ambaflador confirms it.

¢ My Lord Ambaffador, I have great reafon to ac-

¢ knowledge with thankfulnefs, the refpelts and good
affe&tion of the King your mafter towards this com-
monwealth, and towards myfelf in particular, where-
of I thall always retain a very grateful memory, and
fhall be ready upon all occafions to manifeft the high
fenfe and value I have of his majefty’s friendfhip and
alliance. My Lord, you'are very welcome into Eng-
land, and during your abode here, you fhall find all
due regard and refpe&t to be given to your perfon, and
to the” bufinefs about which you come. I¥am very
" willing to” enter into a nearer and more ftri& alliance
and.friendthip with the King of Swedland, as that
o . ¢ which
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Bigottry (k) made no part of Cromwell’s
cha-

¢ which in my judgment will tend much to the honor
"¢ and commodity of both nations, and to the general
¢ advantage of the proteftant intereft; I fhall nominate

37

<. fome perfons to meet and treat with your lordfhip upon () Whit-

¢ fuch particulars as you fhall communicate to them (¢).’ ;‘;‘:"‘

Perhaps a better turn’d anfwer than this is not to be Seealfo note

found in England in Cromwell’s age!—it thews what he [w].

could do: though he feldom equall’d it.

(x) Bigottry- made no part of Cromwell’s character.]
Bigottry ill becomes a great man, if a truly great man
is capable of it. In a politician it is a defe&, in a fove-
reign a fault of the firft magnitude. Woe be to that
country whofe princes and minifters are tin@ur’d with it,
There ecclefiaftics reign—and the rule of ecclefiaftics
has been always fevere and tyrannical. Bigottry pto-

duc’d the maflacres of Paris and Ireland ; repeal’d the

edi& of Namz; annull’d the privileges of the Morif:oes
in Spain ; drove the nonconformifts out of £ngland ; and
depriv’d Philip the fecond of the United Provinces.
Thefe were the effe®ts of this fiend, black as the infer-
- nal pit where it firt was produc’d, and mifchievous as
Satan its parent. May all princes have it in abhorrence !
.may they keep its favourers and abettors far from their
councils ! vain elfe will be their endeavours fpr the pub-
lic, vain their hopes of perpetuating their fame. No
prince, ’tis well known, was ever well counfell'd by
priefts. ‘They have themfelves too much in view ; their
own order too much at heart—They cannot facrifice
thefe though inconfiftent with the welfare of the com-
munity, nor can they forbear preferring them to the
soft ufeful members of it. But the bigot is the tool of
the prieft. He muft be fo—from him therefore is to. be
expeéled nothing truly generous. We know what Car-
dinal Granvall did in Spain; what Laud in England ;
but they had never been in a capacity of executing their
mad and deftruive fchemes, had they had mafters lefs
bigotted. But Cromwell had a mind fuperior, he was

‘ D 3 above
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charatter. Like an honeft man, he profefs’d
his

‘above the fway of thefe kind of men ; there was nothing

in him for them to work on, they therefore eithes never
attacked him, or defifted. This will appear from his
judgment concerning the nature of the mintifterial func-
tion, and the bounds within which it ought to be con-
fined ; bis fix’d opinion coneerning liberty of conicience
in matters of religion; and his behaviour towards men
of the moft different and oppofite principles.

1. Cromwell’s open and avowed judgment cancerning
the nature and bounds of the minifterial fun&ion, clearly
Jeads'us to conclude that he was free from bigottry. In
his leites to the governor of Edindurgh caftle dated Sept.
9, 1650, he fays, ¢ The minifters in England are fup-
¢ ported, and have liberty to preach the Gofpel, though
¢ not to raile, nor under pretence thereof to overtop
¢ the civil power, or debafe it as they pleafe. No maa
¢ hath been troubled in England or Ire/and for preaching
¢ the Gofpel, nor has any minifter been molefted in
< Scotland fince the coming of the army hither. The
¢ fpeaking truth becomes the minifters of Chrift, When
¢ minifters pretend to a glorieus reformation, and lay
¢ the foundation thereof in getting to themfclves world-
¢ ly power, and can make worldly mixtures to accom-

¢ plith the fame, fuch as their late agreement with their

(r) Thur-
foe, vol. i.

P 159-

¢ King, and hopes by him to carry on their defigny may .
¢ know, that the Sicn promifed and hoped for, will not
¢ be built with fuch untempered mortar (r).’
1n reply to the Scottifh minifters faying ¢ they had julk
¢ capfe to regret, that men of civil employments thould
¢ ufurp the calling and employment of the miniftry
he aflis, ¢ Are you troubled that Chrift is preached ! Is
¢ preaching fo inclufive in your fun&ion? Doth it fcan-
¢ dalize the reformed kirks, and Scot/ind in particular ?
¢ Is it againft the covenant ¥ Away with the covenant if
¢ this be fo. I thought the covenant and thefe could
¢ have been willing, that any fhould fpeak good of the
nage of Chrift; if mot, it is no covenant of God’s
_ < ap-
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his owa fentiments, and adher’d to the feét
he

¢ approving, nor of the kirk’s you mention, in fo much
< the fpoufe of Chrif. Where do you find in Scripture
¢ a ground to warrant fuch an aflertion, that preaching
¢ is included m your fun&ion? Tho’ an approbation
¢ from men hath order in it, and may doe well, yet he
¢ that hath not a better warrant than that, hath mone
¢ at all. ¥ hope he that afcended up on high may give
¢ his gifts to whom he pleafe; and if -thofe gifts be the
¢ feal of miffion, be not envious, though E/dad and

¢ Medad prophefie..——Indeed you erre through the.

¢ miftake of the Scriptures; approbation is an a&t of
¢ conveniency in refpeét of order, not of neceflity to
# give faculty to preach the Gofpel. Your pretended
¢ fear, Peaft error thould ftep in, is like the man, that

¢ would keep all the wine out of the country, leaft men |

¢ fhould bé drunk. It would be found an unjuft and
¢ unwife jealoufie, to deny a man the liberty, he hath
¢ by nature, upon a-fuppofition he may abufe it: when
¢ he doth abufe it, judge. If a man fpeak foolithly, ye

_¢ fuffer him gladly, becaufe ye are wife ; if erroneoufly,

¢ the truth more appears by your conviction; ftop fuch
¢ 2 man’s mouth with found words, that cannot bs gain-
¢ faid : if blafphemoufly, or to the difturbance of the
¢ publick peace, let the civill magiftrate punifh him:

" ¢ if truly, rejoice in the truth.. And if you will call

¢ our fpeakings together, fince we came into Scizland,
¢ to provoke one another to love ahd good works, to
¢ faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, and repentance from
¢ dead works, to charity and love towards you, to pray
¢ and mourne for you, and for the bitter returns to, and

¢ incredulity of oar profeffions of love to you, of the .

¢ trath of which we have made our folemne and hum-
¢ ble appeals to the Lord our God, which he hath heard

¢ and born witnefs to ; if thefe things be fcandalous to °

¢ the kirk, and againft the covenant, becaufe done by

39

¢ men of civill callings, we rejoice in them, notwith- 1y, ..
¢ ftanding what you fay (s;.’~——Thefe are fentiments vol. i. p.

which, however tinGtur’d with enthufiafm, declare a16:.

D4 mind
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he moft approv’d ;—but he fpoke at all times
with

mind free from bigottry, and incapable of being de-
luded by the cant of beavenly miffion, uninterrupted fizc=
ceffion, indelible charaller, and the power of binding and
loofing mens fins ! Oliver had a f{ufficient prefervative in
his own underftanding againft the principles and prac-
tices of thefe men who make ufe of fuch magical terms.
2. Cromwe s fix'd opinion concerning liberty of con-
fcience in matters of religion, evinces his freedom from
bigottry. No bigot has had fenfe enough to fee the plain
and juft right which every man has to think and aét for
himfelf in matters purely of a religious nature; or to be
convinc’d that unlefs men freely and voluntarily choofe
their religion, they can have no merit in the eyes of God
or reafonable men ; and confequently that they ought
never to be debarr’d from aéling according to their own
choice. The bigot is always in the right; every man
of a different belief is in the wrong ; heaven is his own
portion, but hell and damnation attend thofe who think
and a& oppofite to him. Oliver was not of this caft.
He always profefs’d it to be his belief that men had a
right to think and aé for themfelves in matters of reli-
gion, and that as long as they behav’d peaccably they
were free to diflent from the magiftrate and the prieft.
() Me- Mr. Ludlow tells us ¢ the liberty that was to be extended
moirs, vol, ¢ to0 tender confciences, was an engine by which Croma
ii. p. sog9, ¢ well did moft of his work (#).” And Mr. Baxter fays,
(B"a) ‘:“.’q“:‘ ¢ Liberty of confcience he pretended to be molft zealous
by Sitvefter, ¢ for (x).”  What follows will I think plainly make it
partii. p. ~ appear that he was indeed fo. :
i:g&l::éwé Milton, in the following beautiful fonnet, which I
" 1°9% believe every lover of virtue and the mufes will read here
with pleafure, addrefles himfelf to him as the patron of
this moft glorious caufe,

Cromwell, our chief of men, who through a cloud
Not of war only, but detralions rude,
Guided by faith and matchlefs fortitude,
To peace and truth thy glorious way haft plough'd, 4
. An

)
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with honour of thofe who differ’d from him,
treated

And on the neck of crowned fortune proud
Haft rear’d God’s trophies, and his work purfued,
While Darwen ftream with blood of Scots imbrued,
And Dunbar field refounds thy praifes loud,
And Worcefler’s laureat wreath. Yet much remains
To conquer flill; peace hath her viftories
No lefs renown’d than war : new foes arife
Threatning to bind our fouls with fecular chains:
Help us to fave free confcience from the paw
Of hireling wolves, whofe gofpel is their maw.

Cromwell’s own fentiments concerning this matter will

be beft known from the following paragraphs in his fpeech .

at the diffolution of the parliament in 1654. He is re-
buking them for their condu®, and among other things,
fays, ¢ When you were entered upon this government
¢ raveling into it, if you had gone upon that foot of ac-
¢ count, to have made fuch good and wholfome provi-
¢ fions for the good of the people of thefe nations, for
¢ the fettling of fuch matters in things of religion as
¢ would have upheld and given countenance to a
¢ godly miniftry, and yet would have given a juft libesty
¢ to godly men of different judgments, men of the fame
¢ faith with them, that you call the Orthodox miniftry
¢in England, as it is well known the independants
¢ are, and many under the form of baptifm, who are
¢ found in the faith, only may perhaps be different in
¢ judgment in fome lefler matters, yet as true chriftians
¢ both looking at falvation, only by faith in the blood
¢ of Chrift, men profefling the fear of God, and hav-
¥ ing recourfe to’ the name of God as to a ftrong tower ;
¢ I fay you might have had opportunity to have fettled
¢ peace and quietnefs amongft all profeffing godlinefs,
¢ and might have been inftrumental, if not to have
¢ healed the breaches, yet to have kept the godly of all
¢ judgments from running one upon another, and by

¢ keep-
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treated them with much refpe& and decency,

and

¢ keeping them from being overrun by 2 esmmon ene-
[4

my, rendered them and thefe nations both fecure, hap-

¢ pys and well farisfied.

¢ Are thefe done, or any thing towards them ? Is there
not yet upon the fpirits of men a ftrange itch ¥ Nothing
will fatisfy them, unlefs they can put their finger upon
their brethrens confciences, to pinth them there. To
do this was no part of the conteft we had with the
common adverfary ; for religion was not the thing at
the firft contefted for, but (God brought it to that iflue
at laft, and gave it to us by way of redundancy, and
at laftit proved to be that which was moft dear to us;
and wherein confitted this, more than in obtaining
that liberty frony the tyranny of the bifhops to all fpe-
cies of Proteftants, to worthip God according to their
own light and comfciences ! for want of which many
of our brethren forfook their native countries to feek
their bread from ftrangers, and to live in howling wil-
dernefles; and for which alfo, many that remained
here were imprifoned and otherwife abufed. Thofe
who were found in the faith, how proper was it for
them to Jabous for liberty, for a juft liberty, that men
fhould ntet be trampled upon for their confciences ¥ Had
not they laboured but lately under the weight of per-
fecutions, and was it fit for them to fit heavy upon
others? Is it ingenuous to afk liberty and net to
give it? What greater hypocrify, than for thefe who
were opprefled by the bithops, to become the greateft
oppreflors themfelves as foon as their yoke was re-
moved ! Icould with that they who call fordiberty now
alfo, had net too much of that fpirit if the power.
were:in their hands. As for prophane perfonsy blaf-
phemers, fuch as preach fedition, the contentious rail-
¢ ers, evil fpeakers, who feek by evil words to- corrupt
¢ good manners, perfons of loofe converfations, punifh-
¢ ment from the civil magiftrate ought te meet with
" ¢ them;
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and openly declar’d for their toleration and
encou-

¢ them; becaufe if thefe pretend confcience, yet walk-
¢ ing diforderly, and not according but contrary to the
¢ Gofpel, and even to natural light, they are judged of
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< all, and their fins_being open, makes them fubjets ,) wis.
¢.of the magiftrate’s fword, who ought not to bear it in lock, p.

¢ vain (x)."——In a fpeech to the parliament, . 3,
1657, fpeaking concerning the provifion made for liber-
ty of confcience in the Humble Petition and Adwice, he
made ufe of the following words: ¢ As to the liberty of
¢ men profefling godlinefs under the variety of forms
¢ amongft us, you have -done that, which was never
¢ done before ; and I pray God it may not fall upon the
¢ people of God asa fault in them, or any fort of them,
¢ if they do not put fuch a value on what was done,

614,

¢ as never was put on any thing fince Chrift’s time, for (y) Thur-
¢ fuch a catholick intereft of the people of God (y).'— 1o voh. &

Thefe extra@ls fully evince Cromweli’s judgment con-
cerning liberty of confcience, and make appear how
zealous he indeed was to reftrain men from injuring each
other on the account of it: in a word, they thew the
man, the chriftian, the politician. Imuft add,

3. That Olver’s prallice was conformable to his
principles. Though he declar’d himfelf an independant,
(I fuppofe as-that fe& avowedly appear’d for civil and re-
Jigious liberty in its greateft latitude) yet he confin’d not
his refpeét or bis favours to them. He had great latitude
of judgment, and conceiv’d that as ’twas very pofible
for wife and good men to differ in their opinions about
many paints of religion, yet being equally wife and ho-
neft, they ought equally to be regirded. We find
Manton praying at his inauguration, Baxter preaching at
his coust, and Calemy confulted by him on a point of
importance. Thefe were all Prefbyterians, little affe&ted
to him, but inclin’d to the royal intereft. The epifco-
palians, many of them, were treated with equal favour
and regard, though the party, as fuch, gave him a good
deal of trouble, He fent for Dr. Brownrig, bithop of

Exeter,

P 757.
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encouragement. Indeed he conftantly was
a friend to religious liberty, and an op-

pofer

Exeter, and treated him with great outward refpe&;

he faved Dr. Barnard’s life at the taking Droghedab,

and made him his almoner ; he invited archbifbop Uber

_to him, and us’d him with much civility, converfing

with him about the advancement of .the proteftant re-

Jigion at home and abroad, and promifing him to make

him a leafe of fome parts of the lands belonging to the

archbithoprick of Armagh for 21 years, and at his death,

order’d him to be interr’d with great pomp in #2fimin-

(x) Pares Sier- Abby, where Dr. Barnard to a crowded audience

Life of Uth- preach’d his funeral fermon (z). Dr. Parr, from whom

'zr,‘P~ % I have the above particulars, imputes Cromwell’s order--

{.fe39- 9" ing this fo honourable an interment of Uer’s corps, not

3686, only to a defire of advancing his own honor, but like-

wife to a defign of punithing Ujler’s relations, by put-

ting them to a great expence: but as he owns the Pro-
tector contributed two hundred pounds towards it, it is
no way likely he had any fuch view. He probably
thought, that fufficient for a very honourable burial—

thofe who exceeded it were to blame themfelves, if they

- were hurt thereby.—But ’tis very hard to pleafe thole

who are difpos’d to find fault. Cromwell’s behaviour

was alfo equally humane to fuch as profefs’d opinions

uncountenanc’d by the many in Britain. To Fohn Bid-

dle who was a Unitarian, and the father of the Englifs

. Unitarians, in his banithment into Scilly, he allowed a

penfion of an hundred crowns a year; he admitted Fe-

remiah White and Peter Sterry into the number of his

chaplains, though few fpeculated more freely on the

ends and defigns of providence, or more out of the then

(a) Life of road ; and Fobn Gosdwin, though hated by the fathion-
Mr. Thom. able ecclefiaftics, continued conftantly in his favour (a).

Firmin, p.  Nor were even the Romanifts that behav’d well, de-

;:;:";’6'98 ftitute of it. Sir Kemelm Digby, a man of quality, a

""" philo‘opher and a catholic, in 2 letter to Mr., becretary .

Thurlse, dated Paris, March 18, 1656, has the follow-

g

4
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pofer of fpiritual tyranny. No wonder there-"
fore that, in the firft part of life, he fell (1)

- in

ing paflages. ¢ My obligations to his Highnefs are fo
¢ great, that it would be a crime in me to behave my-
¢ felf fo negligently as to give caufe for any fthadow of
¢ the leaft fufpicion, or to do any thing that might re-
- ¢ quire an excufe or apology. 1 make it my bufinefs
¢ every where, to have all the world take notice how
¢ highly I efteem myfelf obliged to his Highnefs, and
¢ how paffionate I am for his fervice, and for his honor
¢ and intereft, even to the expofing of my life for them.
¢ ——I fhould think my heart were not an honeft one,
¢ if the blood about it were not warmed with any the
¢ leaft imputation upon my refpe&ts and my duty to his .
¢ Highnefs, to whom I 0\);6 fo much (8).’ yMr.yPr]nne fﬂ,fﬁ'f'u.
informs us, ¢ that Sir Kenelme was lodged by Cromwell p: 593
< at Whiteball; that he fufpended penal laws againft (a;)d;:f:&
¢ Romifh priefts; and proteted feveral of them under nammative of
¢ his hand and feal (c).” ’Tis certain he wrote to the :"“ v
governor of Virginia in favour of Lord Baltimire, pro- e yr by~
prietor of Maryland, who was of the Catholic perfwa- between
fion ( d). Mr.P;;ynn:l;
I will add. but one thing more. ’Tis well known ffﬁ,,?
Cremuwell (though a believer in the prophecies of the Old 1659. 4to.
Teftament, equally, to fay the leaft, with our modern ¥ithout
controvertifts) was willing to harbour the fews in Eng- :,:m;“
land; that he appointed an aflembly of men of feveral printer.
profeffions to confider of the expediency of it; and that () Thar-
’twas not owing to him or his council that it prov'd loft 7, "
labour. All thefe confiderations will, if I miftake
not, abundantly make appear the truth of the text, that
bigottry made no part of Cromw:ll’s charalter. It may
be faid this was all policy — If it was — it was not the
policy of bigots, who break through every tie, human
and divine, in order to .promote their implanted non-
fenfe and fuperftition, .
(L) He fell in with the puritans, .greatly oppreffed.]
The controverfy between the prelatifts and the pumam;
’ wil
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in with the puritans, greatly oppreficd on

ac-

- will appear in the eyes of moft, in this age, as very

trifling and infignificant, and very unworthy of the at-
tention which was formerly paid it. Th? were a fiff

‘kind of men, many of them, of both fides; of weak

capacities. or uninform’d underftandings; who impos’d
unreafonably, and refifted obftinately. But on the be-
half of the puritans, it muft be obferv’d that they al-
ways pretended confcience for their nonconformity, and,
probably, as they were very great fufferers, they were
fincere. This recommended them, as well as their re-
gular behaviour, to the favour of the friends of civil
liberty, and the lovers of virtue. Thefe gentlemen,
probably, faw many of their weaknefles, but they ap-
prov’d their honefty and integrity, us’d their intereft to
bring them out of trouble, and generoufly help’d them
in their difficulties.—— Another thing there was, which
added not a little to their worth in the eyes of many of
the moft confiderable perfons of thofe times, namely,
an adherence to the do&rinal articles of the church of

England, in the fenfe of the compilers, and a ftrong

averfion to popery. The gentry then read and wrote
books of religious controverfy, and very many of them
became converts to their party. But however, this
is certain, the puritans were fufferers ; fufferers' for con-

- fcientioufly refufing to praclife things which, in the opi-

nion of their adverfaries, were of no worth or value ;
fufferers from men who pretended to be rulers and gover-
nors in a Proteftant church, whofe do&trines they dif-
own’d in many points; and fufferers from men whofe
pride, ambition, avarice, and cruelty had render’d them
odious to the people in general, as well as to wife and
confiderate men. Thefe perfons here meant were court-
prelates, in the times of Fames and Charles 1.

Such as for their bellies fake
Criep, and intrude, and climb into the fold. of
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acconnt of their nonconformity, and appear’d
as

OFf other care they little reck’ning make,

Than how to fcramble at the thegrers feaft,

And fhove away the worthy bidden gueft,

Rlind mouths ! that fcarce themfelves know how to hold
A fheep-hook, or have learn’d ought elfe the leaft
That to the fajthful herdfman’s art belongs!

What recks it them ? what need they? They are fped;
And when they lift, their lean and Hafhy fopgs
Grate on their fcranoel pipes of wretched flraw 3
The hungry fheep Jook up, and are not fed,

But fwoln with wind, and the rank mift they draw,
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion fpread ;

Befides what the grim wolf with privy paw

Daily devours apace, and nothing faid.  MiLTON.

T his is not meerly a poctical exaggeration. Soon af~
ter thefe lines were writtent, a polite writer, who de-
clares himfelf no puritan, fpeaks of thefe bifkops in the
following terms.—* The morc our prelates enjoy, the

¢ more till they feek ; and all our three kingdoms are
¢ grown fo fick of their pride, injuftice, and pragma-

¢ tical falion, that fcarce any remedy but blood-let-

¢ ting can cure them. We find in Scripture the moft
¢ high and bolg offices of religion performed by princes,
¢ gven among#t and above the greateft of priefts; but
¢ we fca:cengnd any inftance at all where priefts inter-
¢ medled with any ftate affairs, cither above or under
¢ princes: and yet with us now the employing and en-
. ¢ trufting of clergymen in temporal bugneﬁs, 15 held as
¢ politick as it was in the times of popery: although no
¢ time could ever juftly boaft of that ufe. But to pafs
¢ over temporal bufineffes, how violently have our bi-
¢ thops been in their own canons about ceremonies, and
¢ indifferencies? and what difturbance hath that vio-
¢ lence produced? They ftrive as for the beauty and
¢ glory of religion, to bring in the fame forms of li-
¢ turgy, the fame pofture of the communion-table, the
¢ {ame gefture at the com6munion, &¢. inall our three

¢ do- -
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as their advocate both in the country and the '
- ' ‘ - par-

¢ dominions; as if uniformity ‘were always beautiful :
¢ and yet we fee all men are created with feveral faces,
¢ voices, and complexions, without any deformity to
¢ the univerfe.’—This is a fine thought, and has been
frequently made ufe of by our beft advocates for tolera-
tion.—T he fame writer, {peaking of the fame men, af-
ferts that ¢ in the high commiffion, at the council table,
¢ in the flar chamber, and the chequer, churchmen are
¢ now more active than in their own confiftories, and
¢ yet their ambition further aims (as tis faid) to the chan-
¢ cery, court of requefts, &r. which could not chufe
¢ to redound to the fcandal of religion, the obftru@ion
“ of juftice, and vexation of the fubje®. If there were
¢ not learned and fkilful men enough in policy and law
¢ to ferve the King, unlefs divinity were depriv’d of
¢ Tome of her followers, there were fome feeming um-
¢ brage why the King might borrow of God; but when
{e)Difeourte © God’s more holy office is negleQed, that the Kinﬁ':
concerning ¢ meaner may be the worfe adminiftred, the world muc
Pg"“;” P- ¢ pazes and wonders at it (¢).” We may naturally
tod prin- €nough imagine men thus ambitious of power and wealth
tedfor Ro- were not overftocked with real religion ! and we may,

- Bert Bof-  gith like probability, conciude that pretences to con-

tocks 1641 pience in their eyes had but an odd and ridiculous ap-
- pearahce ! and confequently that the perfons who made

ufe of them to juftify their oppofition to their injunc-

tions would fare little the better for them. I will not

enter here into the particulars of the hardfhips and op-

prefions which the puritans underwent from the pre-

lates, and the high hand which was carried by thefe latter

over all who oppofed them. I have given a 'fketch of

(f) Hifto- it elfewhere, and muft refer fuch as may be uninform’d
:’rf?i'c:f'fc- thither (/). However, the following fhort litany may
<count of the not be unacceptable even to thofe who are beft acquaint-
Lifeof  ed with their tranfaCions. It thews their behaviour,

g“:;ff I and the fenfe men then had of it.
- ’ : ‘ 4
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A pori LETARIE

From this prelatical pride and their lordly dignities ;

From all their fuperftitious vanities,. and Popith cere-
monies ;

From their late innovations and mifchievous policies;

From the curfed oath ex gfficio, and high commiffion

cruelties ;

From their Roinith clergy, and the peoples unfuffera-
ble miferies ;

From their greedy gainful vifitations, ahd the church-
wardens enforced perjuries ;

From their moft corrupt courts, and their vexing fla-
veries ;

From all theit fruitles thadows, and hypocritical for-
malities §

From their hatred and malice againft Chrift’s appoint- -
ed ordinances 3

From their necdlcﬂy devifed and troublefome confor-
mities ;

From all their illegal proceedings, and opprefling ty-
rannigs ;

From their finful fynods, and all their papal hierar-
ch

’l"‘rom Abaddon and Apallyon; with their priefls, je-
{uits, their favourites, and all their furious blafphemers;

Good Lord, deliver us (g). (‘g) Sh:_rtth
lew o e -

From this little fatyr appears how ill beloved, yea prelatical

hated thefe men wete, how tyranmcal and cruel they England, p.

were deem’d | To oppofe thefe then muft have been 39 4

meritorious ; to fcreen fuch as were opprefs’d by them,

humane and charitable, Cromweil did this as much as

lay in his power. Wlhen the puritans werelike to come £)See Phil

into trouble, he would attend on Dr. Williams, blfhop E,Ps e Life of

of Lincoin, at Bugden, and fpeak in their behalf (5). Willisms,

What his fuccefs was appears not : probably but fmail, ¥ 29°- da':

for Williams being joftled out of favour by’ the arts of 17cq,
E Laud,
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the court-prelates ; and even preferr’d freedome
. in a foreign land (M) to the flavery and op-
preffion

0 .

Laud, and Bu:kinghamy to the latter of whom he had
been a fervile tool, was fearful of fhewing favour, left
his adverfary might get a farther advantage over him.—
In the parliament 1628, we find Cromwe/l in a ¢ com-
¢ mittee concerning the pardons granted by the King
¢ [Charles] fince the laft feflion, to certain perfons quef-
¢ tioned in parliament. And we are told that he in-
¢ form’d the houfe what countenance the bithop of #in-
¢ cheffer did give to fome perfons that preached flat po-
< pery, and mentioned the perfons by name, and how
¢ by this bithop’s means; Manwaring {who by cenfure

¢ the laft parliament, was difabled for ever holding an
¢ ecclefiaflical dignity in the church, and confefled the
¢ juftice of that cenfure) is neverthelefs preferred to a
) Rum- ¢ rich living. If thefe be the fteps to church-prefer-
worth’sCdl- ¢ ment (faid he) what may we expe@ (1) ?* But thefe
'!‘a“g‘s'“" efforts of his, as well as of the greateft and beft men
ok 03> 4. in the houfe of commons, were ineffetual. They were
1659, proteéted by Charles, who would rather diffolve a par-

liament, than degrade a court-prerogative-bithop.

(M) He preferr’d freedog in a foresgn land to the flavery
and oppreffion which were continually increafing at heme.]
Charles 1. and his minifters were bent on introducing
uniformity in religion, and defpotifm in the ftate. They
met with oppofition in parliaments—and therefore par-
liaments for a long courfe of years were laid afide. Pri-
vate perfons fpoke and wrote againit the meafures pur-
fued; but they got nothing for their pains but fines, im-
" prifonments, or barbarous corporal punithments. The
courts of law indeed were open—but they were pro-
- perly the King’s courts.  The prerogative was what they
maintain’d and enlarged to the utmoft of their power,
and no man had a chance to fucceed in them, who
would not fubmit to it. In fhort, the judges declared
in effe& that the King’s will was law, and that the pro-
. perty of the fubject, was indeed his, After Ham;;tdm;s

. an
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preflion which were continually increafing
. at

ftand in the great cafe of fhip-money, and the infamous
determination of the much greater part of the bench,
all was profound filence; a.dead calm fucceeded ; every
one look’d about him for a place of refuge and retreat
from theiron hand of power. For it was maniteft there
was no redrefs, and that the men at the helm were for
an unrelenting fever'ty. Let us hear Laud, in his epiftle
dedicatory to his mafter. ¢ God forbid 1 fhould ever
¢ offer to perfwade a perfecution in any kind, or prac-
tife it in the leaft.——=But on the other fide, God for-
bid too, that your Majefty fhould let both laws and
difcipline fleep for fear of the name of perfecution,
and in the mean time let Mr. Fifher and his fellows
angle in all parts of your dominions for your fubjeds.
If in your grace and goodnefs you will fpare their
perfons: yet I bumbly befeech you to fee to it, that
they be not fuffered to lay either their weels, or bait
their hooks, or caft their nets in every ftream, left
that tentation grow both too general, and too (trong.
Now as | would humbly befeech your Majeft
to keep a ferious watch upon thefe fithermen,—— fo
I would not have you negle& another fort of anglers
in a thallower water. For they have fome ill nets too.
And if they may fpread them, when, and where th(?v
will, God knows what may become of it. Thefe
have not fo ftrong a back agroad, as the Romanifts
have, but that’s no argument to fuffer them to increafe.
They may grow to equal ftrength with number. And
faltious people, at home, of what fe&t or fond opi-
nion foever they be, are not to be neglected. Partly
becaufe they are fo near; and "tis ever a dangerous
fire, that begins in the bed ftraw; and parly, be-
caufe all thofe domeftick evils, which thrcaten a rent
in church or flate, are with far more fafety prevented
¢ by wifdom, than punithed by juftice.” Thus fpeaks
the great” dire&tor of affairs to’'his malter. A liitle-af-
terwards, he fays, ¢ I know it is a great eafe to let every
_ ‘ E 2 ¢ thing

aanaannonadqaaao\aal\a.lqal\

o1



g2

THE LIFE OF

at home. But his intentions were fruftrated,
and,

¢ thing be as it will, and every man believe, ‘and do a3
¢ he lift. . But whether governors in ftate or ehurch do
¢ their duty therewhile, is eafily feen, fince this is an
effe@® of no King in Ifrael. The church of Chrift
upon earth may be compared to a hive of bees, and
that can be no where fo fteadily plac’d in this world,
 but it will be in fome danger. And men that care
neither for the hive nor the bees, have yet a great
mind to the honey. And having once tafted the
{weets of the churches maiiitenance, fwallow that for
honey, which one day will be more bitter than gall
in their bowels. Now the King and the prieft, more
than any other, are bound to look to the integrity of
‘the church in do&rine and manners, and that in the
firft place. For that’s by far the beft honey in the
hive. Butin the fecond place, they muft be careful
of the churches maintenance too, elfe the bees fhall
make honey for others, and have none left for their
own neceflary fuftenance, and then all’s loft. For
we fee it in daily and common ufe, that the honey is
¢ not taken from the bees, but they are deftroyed firft.
¢ Now in this great and bufy work the King and the
¢ prieft muft not fear to put their hands to the hive,
¢ though they be fure to be flung. And flung by the
¢ bees, whofe hive and houfe they preferve. It was
¢ King David’s cale, (God grant it be never yours)
¢ They came about me (faith- the Pfalm 118) like bees.
¢ This was hard ufage enough, yet fome profit, fome
¢ honey might thus be gotten in the end : and that’s the

AR A ® @ & Afaaead annanan

-¢ King’s cafe. But when it comes to the prieft, the

¢ cafe is alter’d ; They come about him like wafps, or

- ¢ like hornets rather; all fting, and no honey there.

¢ And all this many times for no offence, nay fome-

. ¢ times for fervice done them, would they fee it.—-

¢ Now one thing more let me be bold to obferve to your
¢ Majefty, in particular, concerning your great charge,
¢ the church of England, ’Tis in an hard conditios.

¢ She
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and, with the reft of the nation, he wasg
made

¢ She profefles the antient catholick faith; and yet the

¢ Romanift condemns her of novelty in her doctrine.

¢ She pra&ifes church government, as it hath been in

¢ ufe in all ages, and in all places, where the church of

¢ Chrift hath taken any rooting, both in, and ever fince

¢ the Appftles times; and yet the feperatift condemns:

¢ her for antichriftianifm, in her difcipline. The plain

¢ truth is, fhe is between thefe two fallions, as be-

¢ tween two milftones; and.unlefs your Majefty look

¢ toit, to whofe truft the is committed, fhe’ll be ground

¢ to powder, to an irreparable both difhonour, and lofs

¢ to this kingdom. And ’tis very remarkable, that

¢ while both thefe prefs hard upon the church of Eng-

¢ land, both of them cry out upon perfecution, like (4) Dedica-
¢ froward children, which fcratch, and kick, and bite, 1ion to his
¢ and yet cry outall the while, as if themfelves were conference
- ¢ killed (#)” Thefe paffages, long as they are, will be :“:‘:_ ‘.“:"’
deem’d curious by many. They difcover the man, and Falio, +
his meafures, and fhew what his adverfaries had to ex- Lond.1673.
pe&. Lord Strafforde, though of a much more elevated
underftanding, came not a whit behind the prelate in

rigour. His own account of part of a fpeech at the

council board, in England, written to his intimate friend,

Sir Chrifiopber Wandesford, mafter of the rolls in Ire-

land, will fully thew this. 1 will give bis juftification

of himfelf, on the accufation of rigour, at large.—¢ I

¢ craved admiffion to juftify myfelf, in fome particulars,

¢ wherein I had been very undefervedly and bloodily tra-

¢ due’d. So I related unto them all that had paft be- .

¢ twixt myfelf, Ear) of St. Albans, Wilmat, Mountnorris, .

¢ Piers, Crofty, and the jury of Gallway, that hereupon $
¢ touching and rubbing in the courfe of my fervice upon

¢ their particulars, themfelves and. friends have endea-

¢ voured to poffefs the world, I was a fevere and an

¢ auftere hard-conditioned man, rather indeed a bafha

¢ of Buda, than the minifter of a pious and chriftian

¢ King. Howbeit, if I were not much miftakén in

L Egs ¢ my-
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made to feel and fear the yoke of tyranny.
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myfelf, it was quite the contrary, no man could fhew
wherein I had exprefled it in my nature, no friend I
had would charge me with it inmy private converfa-
tion, no creature had found it in the mapaging of *my
own private affairs, fo as if I ftood clear in all thefe
refpeds, it was to be confefled by any equal mind

"¢ that it was not any thing within, but the neceffity of

his Majefties fervice, which enforced me into a feem-
ing ftriCtnefs outwardly. And that was the reafon in-
deed. for where 1 found a crown, a church, and a
people fpoil’d, T could not imagine to redeem them
from under the preflure with gracious fmiles and gentle
looks, it would coft warmer water than fo. True it

- was, that where a dominion was once gotten and fet-

tled, it might be flayed and kept where it was by foft
and moderate counfels, but where 2 fovercignty (be it
fpoken with reverence) was going down the hill, the
nature of men did fo eafily flide into the paths of un-
controul’d liberty, as it would not be brought back
without ftrength, not to be forced up the hill again
but by vigour and force. And true it was indeed, I

‘knew no other rule to govern by, but by reward and -

punithment, and I muft profefs that where I found a
perfon well and intitely fet for the fervice of my maf-
ter, I fhould lay my hand under his foot, and add to

his refpe and power all [ might, and that where [

found the contrary, I fhould not handle him in my
arms, or footh him in his untoward humour, but if he
came in my reach, fo faras honour and juttice would
warrant me, I muft knock himn foundly over the
knuckles, but no fooner he become a new man, ap-
ply himfelf as he ought to the government, but I alfo
change my temper, and exprefs myfelf to him, as
unto that other, by all the good offices I could do him.
If this be fharpnefs, if this be feverity, I defired to be
better inftruQed by his' Majefty and their lordthips,
for in truth it did not feem fo to me; however, if I

' ¢ were
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We know little more of Cromwells ac-
tions,

.

¢ were once told, that his Majefty liked rot to be thus

¢ ferved, I would readily conform myfelf, follow the

¢ bent and current of my own difpoﬁ);ion, which is to

¢ be quiet, not to have debates and difputes with any.

¢ Here his Majefty interrupted me and faid, that was no

¢ feverity, wi&:ed me to ge on in that way ; for, if [

¢ ferved him otherwife, I thould not ferve him as he () Letters

¢ expected from me (/). Thus it was the welfare of in4 Dir.

the church, and the neceffity of his Mafeﬁy’s fervice, re- pitches,vol,

quired perfecution and oppreffion, and forc’d thefe men, " P 2°

if you’ll believe them, to a& contrary to their own in-

clinations. But whatever was the occafion, the go-

vernment, of which they had the chief direclion, was

very fevere. ¢ The fevere cenfuresin the ftar-chamber,

¢ and the greatne’s of the fines, and the rigorous pro-

¢ ceedings to impofe ccremonies, the fufpending and .

¢ filencing multitudes of minifters, for not reading in

¢ the church the book for fports to be exercis’d on the

¢ Lord’s day, caufed manv of the nation both minifters -

¢ and others to fell their eftates and to fet fail for New

¢ England, where they held a plantation by patent from (») Rufh-

¢ the King (m).” * The Lord Brooke, and the Lord Say 3™ ::L

¢ and Seale had aSually pitched upon a fpot in New " ¥4

¢ England; whither they purpofed to tranfport them-

¢ felves, when the excefles of the court threatned de-

¢ flru@tion to the freedom of their country. In 16353,

¢ the two lords fent over Mr. George Fen:wicke to pre-

¢ pare a retreat for them and their friends, in confe- (n) Wal-

¢ quence of which a little town was built, and called by pole’s Cata-

¢ their joint names Saybroske (). Among others, thus ;‘:E'f:l o

inclined, was the patriot Hampden, and his coufin Qli- Noble Au-

ver Cromwell (o) : but being on board they were ftop’d thors, vol. i

by a proclamation, whereby ¢ all merchants, mailers ';‘2:;6",759'

¢ and owners of fhips were forbidden to fet forth any (o) Neale's

¢ thip or fhips with paflengers, till they firft obtained Hiftory of

¢ fpecial licence - on that behalf from (uch of the lords :;fe‘f:-“;%

¢ of his Majefties privy couril as wege appointed f or vol. . gvo.
- E 4 ) ¢ the Lond. 1733,
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tions, (his oppofition to the draining (n)- of
the fens, projected by a powerful nobleman,
excepted) till the parliament fummoned,
o ' . through

¢ the bufinefs of foreign plantations.” Nothing could
be more barbarous than this! To impofe laws on men
which in confcience they thought they could not com-
ply with ; to punifh them for their non-complyance, and
continually revile them as undutiful and difobedient fub-
je&s by reafon thereof, and yet not permit them peace-
ably to depart and enjoy their own opinions in a diftant
part of the world, yet dependant on the fovereign: to
do all this, was bafe, barbarous and inhuman. But
perfecutors of all ages and nations are near the fame :
they are without the feelings and without the under-
ftandings of men. Cromwell cx Hampden could have
given little oppofition to the meafures of Charles in the
wilds of North America. In Ergland they engag’d with
fpirit againft him, and he had reafon to repent his hin-
dring their voyage. May fuch at all times be the re-
ward of thofe who attempt to rule over their fellow men
with rigour: may they find that they will not be flaves
to Kings or priefts! But that they know- the rights,
by nature conferr’d on them, and will aflert them! This
will make princes cautious how they give themfelves up
to arbitrary counfels, and dread the confequences of
them. And may every minifter, who forgets or tram-
ples on the laws of humanity, have his charalter at leaft
as much branded as are Strafforde’s and Laud’s.

(N) He oppofed the draining of the fens, &c.]. The
fenny country reaches fixty eight miles from the borders
of Suffolk, to Wainfleet in Lincolnfbire, and contains fome
millions of acres in the four counties of Cambridge, Hun-
tington, Northampton and Lincoln. The draining of it
had frequently been confidered and debated in Parliament
in former times; but, though deem’d ufeful, 'was laid
afide, through fear that it would foon return to its old
ftate, like the Pontine marthes in ftaly, after their drfxin-

ing.
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through neceflity, by Charles 1. in November,
one thoufand fix hundred and forty ; a par-
liament ever memorable in the Britifb an-

nals!

ing (#). ¢ The Earl of Bedford, and divers of the p;'in-
¢ cipal gentlemen, whofe habitations confined upon 52.'?'1';".?.'
¢ the fens, and who, in the heat of fummer, faw vaft tannia

¢ quantities of lands, which the frefh waters overflowed

led them thereunto, a ftranger cannot determine ; they
make propofitions unto the King to iffue out commif(-
fions of fewers to drain thofe lands, and offer a pro-
portion freely to be given to the crown for its coun-
tenance and authorjty therein: and as all thefe great
and publick works muft neceflarily concern multitudes
of perfons, who will never think they have exaét juf-
tice done to them for that fmall pretence of right they
have unto fome commons ; fo the commiflioners, let
them do what they can, could never fatisfy fuch a
body of men. And now the King is declared the
principal undertaker for the draining ; and by this
time the vulgar are grown clamorous againft thefe
firft popular lords and undertakers, who had joined
with the King in the fecond undertaking, though they
bad much better provifions for them than their inte-
reft was ever before: and the commiffioners muft by
multitudes and clamours be withftood ; and, as a head
of this fa&ion, Mr. Cromwell, in the year 1639, at
Huntington, appears; which made his a&ivity fo well
known to his friend and kinfman, Mr. Hampden, that
he, in this parliament, gave a chara&er of Cromuwell,
of being an a&ive perfon, and one that would fit well
at the mark (g)."——Dugdale tells us, ¢ his boldnefs
and eloquence in this bulinefs gained him fo much
credit, as that, foon after, being neceflitated, through
his low condition, to quit a country farm, which he
held at §t. Ives, and betake himfelf to mean Jodg-
ings in Cambridge, the f{chifmatical party there chofe

4 him

by Gibfon,
: . . . vol. 1. e,
in the winter, lie dry and green, or drainable: whe- 435,

ther it was publick fpirit, or private advantage, which ‘:7’1 Lond,
23,

(9) War-
wick, p.
250,
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" nals! ever to be celebrated and admired by
the lovers of liberty, for its refolution, firm-
' .nefs

¢ him a burgefs, for their corporation, in that unhappy

¢ lon%’parliamem, which began at #efiminfier the third

(r) Short ¢ of November 1646 (). What were Cromwell’s mo-
450, tives to oppofe the drainings of the fens is hard, at
this diftance of time, to fay. Ignorance of its uti-

lity, fuppos’d injury to the common people, who

paftured their cattle there, ora defire of ingratiating

" himfelf with the country to whom' this. proje&t was

odious, may feparately or jointly have occafioned it.
However his fuccefsful oppofition gave his enemies an

occafion afterwards to dignify him with the title of

() Mercu- ¢ ord of the Fenns (s).” The reader may perhaps be
’}}:"f;’}"“’ pleafed to hear, that, long fince the times Iam now
3643. writing of, ¢the county of Cambridge hath received
¢ a very confiderable improvement, by draining the

¢ fens in the ifle of Ely, a work that was carried on at

¢ a vaft expence, but has at laft turned to double ac-

¢ count, both in gaining- much ground, and mending

.. . * thereft; and alfo in refining and clearing the air of

Y G“’f‘l’" * ¢ this country (¢).” It were to be withed we had more
vol.i.p.  ©f fuch improvements. Since writing the -above,
479. I find an aét of parliament, pafled in the year 1649, for
draining the great level of the fens. In the preamble

of this a& it is faid, ¢ That whereas the faid great le-

¢ vel, by reafon of frequent overflowings of the rivers

¢ —— have been of fmall and uncertain profit,- but

¢ (if drained) may be improved and made profitable,

¢ and of great advantage to the commonwealth, and the

¢ particular owners, &'. And whereas Francis, late

¢ Earl of Bedford, did undertake ‘the faid work, and

¢ had ninety-five thoufand acres, parcel of the faid great

¢ level, decreed and fet forth, in O&tober, in the thir-
‘¢ teenth year of the réign-of the late King Charles, in
¢ recompenfe thereof; and he and his participants, and
¢ their heirs and affigns, have made a good progrefs
¢ therein, with expence of greit and vaft fums of mo-
L ¢ ney;

N
~
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nefs and public fpirit! In this memorable
period Oliver joined the glorious band (o) of

- pa-
ney ;—but by reafon of fomelate interruptions, the works
there made have fallen into decay : Be it therefore ena&-
ed and ordained, that #iiliam, now Earl of Bedford,
&c. in recompence of the aforefaid charge and ad-
¢ venture, and for bearing the charge of draining, and
< maintaining the works from time to time, fhall have
¢ and enjoy the faid whole ninety-five thoufand acres.
.Oliver Cromwell, Lieutenant-General, is appointed one
of the commiffioners, to hear, determine, order, ad-
judge and execute all fuch things as are prefcribed by
this a&. Another a& pafled May 26, 1654, under (x) Scobel's
the prote&orfhip of Cromwell, for the fame purpofe (). colleetion of
From thefe alts of parliament it plainly appears, that, aéts and or-
whatever oppofition was made to Lord Bedford, and the §rance
- / . y 1649,
other undertakers, yet it hindered mot their proceedings; and May
that the parliament of the commonwealth of England 1654 Fol.
was attentive to the publick utility ; and that Cromupell Lond %6s%
was wile enough to overcome his prejudices, and join
in promoting the common good.
(0) He joined the glorious band of patriots] *Tis well
known how hateful the meafures of the court were at
the meeting of this parliament. Every thing unpopu-
lar, unjuft and odious had been put in pralice, in or-"
der to be able to do without parliaments, and to rule
by will and pleafure. Thofe who had fuffered for their
oppofition to injuftice and tyranny, were now the fa-
vourites of the people. They were applauded and ca-
refled every where; nor could any, with fafety, open
their mouths againft them. In this temper were the
people when Charles, by dire neceflity, was compelled
to call this ever-memorable parliament. T'he people
rejoiced ; they hoped the time was now come when they
might utter their grievances with impunity, and expe&
redrefs. ‘Accordingly they, fot the moft part, took
great care in the choice of their reprefentatives, as
efteeming it of the utmoft importance to their religion
and liberties. Whoever hoped for the honour of a

8 feat
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patriots, who withed well to their king, their
country, their religion and laws. Here, al:
. moft

feat in parliament muft, at leaft, have promifed fair,
and appeared hearty- in the caufe of his country. Men
of this charaQer were not wanting ; and, though fome
friends to tyranny, and future apoftates, found means
to enter, the majority were honeft and upright, of fair
intentions and firm refolutions.. Losd Clarendon,
fpeaking of them; fays, ¢In the houfe of commons
¢ were many perfons of wifdlom and gravity, who be-
¢ ing poflcfled of great and plentiful fortunes, though
they were undevoted enough to the court, had all ima-
ginable duty for the King, and affetion for the go-
vernment eftablilbed by law or antient cuftom; and,
without doubt, the major part of that body confifted
of men who had no mind to break the peace of the
kingdom, or to make any confiderable alteration in
the government of church and ftate; and therefore
all inventions were fet on foot from the beginning to
work on them and corrupt them, by fuggeftions ¢ of the
dangers which threatened all that was precious to the
fubje& in their liberty and their property, by over-
- throwing or overmaftering the law, and fubjeting
it to an arbitrary power, and by countenancing pope-
ry to the fubverfion of the proteftant religion ;” and
then, by infufing terrible apprehenfions into fome, and
fo working upan their, fears  of being called in
queftion for fomewhat they had done, by which
they would ftand in need of their protedion;’’ and
raifing the hopes of others, ¢ that, by concurring with
-them, they fhould be fure to obtain offices, and ho-
nours, and any kind of preferment.” Though there
were too. many corrupted and mifled by thefe feve-
ral temptations, and others who needed no other
“temptations than from the fiercenefs of their own na-
tures, and the malice they had contra@ted againft the
church and againft the court; yet the number was
¢ not great of thofe in-whom the government of th{;
¢ re
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moft immediately, Cromwell was dppointed of

- acommittee, with Mr. Hampden, Mr. Stroode,
Alder-

¢ reft was vefled, nor were there many who had the
¢ abfolute authority to lead, though there was a multitude
¢ difpofed to follow (x).” What their views and defigns
were, the fame author tells us ¢ There was obferved
¢ a marvellous elated countenance in many of the mem-
¢ bers of parliament before they met together in the

¢ houfe ; the fame men who, fix months before, were .

¢ obferved to be of very moderate tempers, and to with
¢ th