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Preface

When, at the Council of Clermont in 1095, Pope Urban II
called for an armed pilgrimage to liberate the Holy Land, he
brought into existence a movement that was to have pro-
found consequences for the history of Europe, the Near
East, and North Africa for centuries to come. Hundreds of
thousands of men and women took part in crusade expedi-
tions to various goals, a huge number of them dying in the
process. Millions of people lived as subjects of states that
were brought into existence as a direct consequence of cru-
sades to Palestine and Syria, to the Baltic lands, and to
Greece and the islands of the eastern Mediterranean. Oth-
ers served as members of religious orders established to
protect pilgrims or ransom captives, while many more sup-
ported crusades through taxes and voluntary donations, or
by prayers and participation in the liturgy of the Christian
Church. Many of the political, economic, religious, and
artistic consequences of the crusades are still apparent in
the world that we live in.

This encyclopedia is intended as a reference work on the
crusades from their origins in the eleventh century up to the
early modern period. It comprises one thousand signed arti-
cles and translated texts, with a historical introduction by
Professor James Powell. Articles are accompanied by bibli-
ographies, and are thus intended to function as a first point
of reference and orientation for users who wish to proceed
further with their enquiries. The scope of the work is inten-
tionally wide: it has long been accepted that the crusades
were neither purely heroic manifestations of Christian
valour nor cynical wars of aggressive colonialism; in more
recent years historians have also recognized the diverse and
changing nature of crusading, which gradually developed in
scope from campaigns to defend the Holy Land, to take in
wars of conquest or reconquest against Muslims in Iberia
and North Africa and pagans in northeastern Europe, as

well as heretics, Christians of the Orthodox faith, and even
political enemies of the Roman Catholic Church.

The aim of the encyclopedia is to reflect the state of
knowledge of the crusade movement as it is understood in
historical scholarship at the beginning of the twenty-first
century. It contains longer entries on the major crusade
expeditions themselves; the various states that contributed
to, were established by, or were targeted by crusading;
sources for the history of the crusades; the main military
religious orders; and key concepts and institutions con-
nected with crusading. There are also a great number of
shorter articles on persons and places. While an absolutely
comprehensive treatment is not achievable in a work of this
length, the reader will nevertheless find articles on all the
major crusades of the eleventh to fourteenth centuries, on
most of the military orders, and on all of the crusader
states of Outremer, the Baltic lands, Frankish Greece, and
Cyprus. There are also entries for all of the rulers of the king-
dom of Jerusalem, the kingdom of Cyprus, the Latin Empire
of Constantinople, the principality of Antioch, the county of
Edessa, and (save one) the county of Tripoli. Within this
overall framework, a particular emphasis has been given to
the events, institutions, and personalities connected with
crusade expeditions and the Frankish states of Outremer
and their enemies in the period 1095-1291. Finally, it
should be emphasized that in a publication bringing
together the work of over a hundred scholars from some two
dozen countries, the user should not expect a uniformity of
approach or opinion, but will find a diversity of analysis and
interpretation from different authors, even if the fortuitous
nature of the A-Z sequence has permitted the editor, at least
in one sense, to have the last word.

Many debts of gratitude are incurred in a work of the
dimensions of this one. The encyclopedia first took shape
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in a series of conversations with Professor James Powell of
Syracuse University and Dr. Robert Neville, then of ABC-
CLIO, and I am grateful to them for their advice, as well as
to the members of the Editorial Advisory Board, who read-
ily provided assistance and counsel whenever it was
requested of them. The authors of articles deserve thanks,
not only for sharing their scholarship, but also for their for-
bearance in dealing with numerous queries and requests for
alterations or clarifications, and not least for their patience
in waiting for the work to see the light of day. Several board
members and other contributors also deserve thanks for
their readiness to step into the breach by agreeing to write
articles for which, for whatever reason, no other author
could be found. Much of the attractiveness of a work such
as this derives from its illustrations, and I am particularly
grateful to Professors Alfred Andrea, Benjamin Z. Kedar,
and Graham Loud for generously allowing the use of pho-
tographs from their own collections, and to Dr. Janus Moller
Jensen, Dr. Kristian Molin, and Dr. Samantha Riches for
their help and advice in procuring images.

Among the staff at ABC-CLIO, a great deal is owed to the
energy and enthusiasm of Wendy Roseth and to the good
sense and experience of Martha Whitt, who supported the
project during its most crucial stages, while Anna
Kaltenbach and Vicki Moran in turn provided the care that
brought it to publication. Significant contributions to the
final product were also provided by Ellen Rasmussen, who
undertook picture research; Bill Nelson (cartographer) and
George Zirfas (graphic artist), who drew maps and genea-
logical tables to the editor’s specifications; as well as Silvine
Farnell and Kathy Streckfus (copyeditors), Mary Kay
Kozyra and Lori Kranz (proofreaders), Tim Giesen (type-
setter), and Heather Jones (indexer). Thanks are also due
to Alison Miller and Patience Melnik, who acted as devel-
opment editors during the initial stages of the project.

Lastly, I am grateful to Martina Hacker and Rhiannon
Lawrence-Francis for their assistance in proofreading the
final text.

— Alan V. Murray
Leeds, 5 July 2006

XXXii



How to Use This Encyclopedia

Scope
This encyclopedia covers the crusading movement, in its
widest sense, from the late eleventh century to the early mod-
ern period, as well as the different states and settlements
established in the course of the crusades in the eastern Mediter-
ranean region, Greece, and the Baltic countries. Within this
framework special emphasis has been given to the history of
the crusades and the Latin East between 1095 and 1291, and
the user will find considerably more detail on that period.
The entries comprise five distinct types according to their
subject matter: (1) individual persons, (2) families and
dynasties, (3) anonymous historiographical and literary
works, (4) places and countries, and (5) subjects. In general
the headings used for entries have been chosen to conform
with established usages in English-language history writing.
Cross-references from alternative forms have been given in
alarge number of cases. The general principles adopted with
regard to the forms for entries can be summarized as follows:

1. Names of Individual Persons

Europeans in the Middle Ages were generally known by their
forenames, and therefore medieval Europeans are listed
under their forename, rather than a surname or title (e.g.,
Raymond of Saint-Gilles, Boniface of Montferrat), unless they
are usually known by their surname (e.g., Caxton). Names are
usually given in anglicized forms where these exist (e.g., Peter
the Hermit, Conrad III of Germany). However, native forms
have been used in a minority of cases where these are better
known; these cases apply mostly to literary authors (e.g.,
Guillaume de Machaut, Friedrich von Hausen) and members
of the Teutonic Order (e.g., Karl von Trier). Greek names are
given in the forms now used by English-speaking Byzanti-
nists rather than in the archaic Latinate forms (e.g., Alexios
I Komnenos, not Alexius I Comnenus).

Arabic names are listed according to that part of the name
by which the individuals are most generally known by histo-
rians. The Arabic definite article al- is ignored in the alpha-
betical order of entries; thus al-Sulamt is listed under S.

Turkish names from the Saljiiq (Seljuk) period, that is,
roughly to 1200, are given in Arabic form; for the Ottoman
period they are spelled as in modern Turkish.

Dates of birth and/or death, where these are known, are
given in parentheses following the entry headword. Paren-
thetical dates that appear after personal names in the texts
of entries normally refer to reigns or periods of office.

2. Families and Dynasties

Group entries have been given for some families or dynas-
ties where there is insufficient space to treat every individ-
ual member connected with the crusades. These groups are
listed under the surname or title by which they are most
commonly known in scholarship (e.g., Courtenay, Ibelins).

3. Anonymous Historiographical and Literary Works
Works whose authorship is unknown or debated are listed
under the title of the work itself. This is normally given in
the language in which the work was originally written (e.g.,
Lignages d’Outremer, Devastatio Constantinopolitana),
except in cases where commonly used English forms exist
(e.g., Livonian Rhymed Chronicle). Works whose author-
ship is known are treated in the entries under the names of
their authors.

4. Places and Countries

The precise forms of place-names in areas of crusading
activity constitute a major difficulty and are often a con-
tentious issue. In many cases, particularly in the eastern
Mediterranean and Baltic regions, the forms of names in use
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at the time of the crusades have been superseded by one or
more different forms. Although the historical, crusade-
period forms do not correspond to the place-names found
on modern maps, they are nevertheless correct for the time
described and are commonly used in almost all scholarship
on the crusades. In the encyclopedia, the historical forms are
used, but cross-references are given from modern forms,
which can also be found within the entries themselves. Thus:
Constantinople (mod. Istanbul, Turkey), Reval (mod.
Tallinn, Estonia), Tyre (mod. Sotr, Lebanon).

It should be noted that modern place-names in countries
using the Arabic, Cyrillic, and Hebrew alphabets may be
found in varying forms on maps, and in some cases may
differ to some extent from the forms used in this encyclo-
pedia.

5. Subjects

Subjects include individual crusades, battles, treaties, vari-
ous institutions (such as military orders), concepts, and
objects. These are invariably listed under their English forms
unless no direct English equivalent exists (e.g., dhimma).
The names applied to different crusades are explained in the
next section (“The Crusades: Names and Numbers”).

Format of Entries and Bibliography

In addition to its main text, each entry has a bibliography,
which is intended to provide a guide to the most useful sec-
ondary literature on the topic. In the cases of entries relat-
ing to primary sources (whether listed under the names of
persons or as anonymous works), the bibliography usually
includes details of one or more editions of the source text,
as well as information on translations where these exist. A
full, synoptic table of all entries on sources is given at pp. $$9.

Further Reading

In addition to the specific bibliographies provided with each
individual entry, recommendations for further reading can
be found in the general bibliography. It should also be
emphasized that the Byzantine and Islamic worlds are
treated primarily in connection with the crusades and cru-
sade-period settlements. For more specific information on
Byzantium and Islam, the reader is advised to consult the
Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, ed. Alexander P. Kazhdan,
3 vols. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991) and the
Encyclopaedia of Islam, ed. Hamilton A. R. Gibb, 10 vols.
and supplements, new ed. (Leiden: Brill, 1960-2001).
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The Crusades: Names and Numbers

From their inception at the Council of Clermont in 1095,
crusades were referred to in various ways. Typical designa-
tions were “pilgrimage” (Lat. peregrinatio), “expedition to
the Holy Land” (iter in Terram Sanctam), and “passage”
(passagium), but other terms were used. It was only toward
the end of the twelfth century that specific designations for
“crusade” (cruciata) and “crusader” (m. crucesignatus, f.
crucesignata) were devised. Individual crusade expeditions
were referred to by a variety of descriptions involving their
dates, main participants, and goals; they were not desig-
nated by numbers.

It was in the eighteenth century that historians evidently
first allocated numbers to individual crusades, from the first
to the ninth. However, these numbers are neither consistent
nor accurate. Of the identity of the First Crusade (1096-
1099) there can be no doubt, but there is no consensus
about numbering after the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204).
The Crusade of Emperor Frederick IT (1227-1229) is some-
times regarded as part of the Fifth Crusade (1217-1221) and
sometimes as a separate expedition. This means that the
term Sixth Crusade may refer either to Frederick II’s crusade
or to the first crusade of King Louis IX of France, which
might also be called the Seventh Crusade. Consequently,
each subsequent number after the fifth might refer to either
of two different expeditions.

A much more fundamental objection to the traditional
numbering of crusades is that the numbers are misleading.
The historians who allocated and popularized numbers
only took major expeditions to the Holy Land into account;
smaller expeditions to the East and crusades to other des-
tinations were simply not counted. Yet before the loss of the
Holy Land in 1291 there had been other major expeditions

with goals elsewhere, such as the Albigensian Crusade
(1209-1229), which were never fitted into a numerical
scheme. Even if discussion is confined to the Holy Land,
modern historical research has established that there were
far more crusades than those distinguished by individual
numbers. Thus, even if the Crusade of 1101 is considered a
late wave of the First Crusade, as is done by some histori-
ans, there were still other substantial crusades to the Holy
Land that took place after 1101 but before the so-called Sec-
ond Crusade.

It is impossible to state with accuracy how many cru-
sades took place. Often one proclamation and its associated
privileges gave rise to different expeditions. Sometimes
proclamations met with little or no response, or some
responses may not have found resonance in the sources.
How many of all these undertakings should be counted as
crusades is a matter for debate.

The only absolutely clear method of designating indi-
vidual crusades is by a combination of dates and descrip-
tive terminology relating to participation, goals, or both,
and this is the solution that has been adopted in this ency-
clopedia. However, the names of the First, Second, Third,
Fourth, and Fifth Crusades, which are at least unambiguous
(if not accurate), have been retained, as they are now estab-
lished by long tradition. The full list of crusades separately
treated in the encyclopedia is given in the following
Chronology. However, information on numerous other
crusades can be found in articles relating to individual
countries or persons.
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Chronology

Individual crusades with designations as used in this ency-
clopedia (entry headings are indicated in boldface).

1096-1099

1101
1106/1108-1110
1107-1108
1114-1115
1122-1124
1129
1147-1149

¢. 1150-c. 1560

1151-1153
1172

1189-1192
1197-1198
1202-1204
1209-1229
1212

1217-1221
1225

1227-1229
1228-1232
1233-1234

First Crusade (including the People’s
Crusades)

Crusade of 1101

Crusade of Sigurd Jorsalfar
Crusade of Bohemund I of Antioch
Mallorca Crusade

Venetian Crusade of 1122-1124
Crusade of 1129 against Damascus

Second Crusade (including the
Wendish Crusade)

Baltic Crusades (against Livonia,
Prussia, Finland, Lithuania, and
Russia)

Crusade of Rognvald Kali Kolsson
Pilgrimage of Henry the Lion
Third Crusade

Crusade of Emperor Henry VI
Fourth Crusade

Albigensian Crusade

Children’s Crusade

Fifth Crusade

Crusade of William VI of Montferrat
Crusade of Emperor Frederick II
Drenthe Crusade

Stedinger Crusades

1239-1241

1248-1254

1251
1265-1266
1267

1269

1269-1270
1270

1270-1272

1309
1320
1344
1346
1347-1350

1366-1367
1383
1390
1396
1420-1431
1444

Crusade of 1239-1241 of Thibaud IV
of Champagne and Richard of
Cornwall (sometimes known as
Barons’ Crusade)

Crusade of Louis IX of France to the
East

First Shepherds’ Crusade
Crusade of Odo of Burgundy

Crusade of 1267 from the Upper
Rhine

Crusade of Charles I of Anjou against
Lucera

Crusade of James I of Aragon

Crusade of Louis IX of France to
Tunis

Crusade of the Lord Edward of
England

Crusade of 1309

Second Shepherds’ Crusade
Smyrna Crusade

Crusade of Humbert II of Viennois

Crusade of Magnus II Eriksson of
Sweden against Novgorod

Crusade of Amadeus VI of Savoy
Despenser’s Crusade

Mahdia Crusade

Nikopolis Crusade

Crusades against the Hussites

Varna Crusade
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Events

Principal Narrative and
Legal Sources for the Crusades

Western Sources

Greek/Hebrew Sources

Arabic Sources

Armenian/Syriac Sources

First Crusade (1096-1099)
and Crusade of 1101

Albert of Aachen*
Baldric of Dol
Caffaro
Chanson d’Antioche
Ekkehard of Aura
Frutolf of Michelsberg
Fulcher of Chartres*
Gesta Francorum
Gilo of Paris
Guibert of Nogent
Henry of Huntingdon
Historia Nicaena vel
Antiochena*
Historia Belli Sacri*
Metellus of Tegernsee
Orderic Vitalis
Peter Tudebode
Radulph of Caen
Raymond of Aguilers
Robert the Monk
William of Malmesbury
William of Tyre*
Zimmern, Chronicle of

Anna Komnene* (Gr)

Mainz Anonymous (Heb)
Solomon ben Simson (Heb)

Ibn al-Athir
Ibn al-Qalanist*
al-Sulami

Anonymous Syriac Chronicle*
(Syr)

Bar Ebroyo* (Syr)

Matthew of Edessa* (Arm)
Michael the Syrian* (Syr)

Outremer (1098-1291)

Albert of Aachen*

Arnold of Liibeck*

Assizes of Jerusalem

Burchard of Mount Zion

Excidium Acconis

Eracles*

Ernoul*

Fulcher of Chartres*

Gestes des Chyprois*

Historia Belli Sacri*

Historia Nicaena vel
Antiochena*

James of Vitry

John of Jaffa

John of Wiirzburg

Letres dou Sepulcre

Libellus de expugnatione
Terrae Sanctae*

Lignages d’Outremer

Anna Komnene* (Gr)
Kinnamos, John* (Gr)

Diya al-Din al-Maqdisi
Ibn al-Athir

Ibn al-Qalanist*

Ibn Jubayr

Ibn Shaddad*

Ibn Wasil

al-Isfahant*

Sibt ibn al-Jawzi
Usama ibn Mungidh

Anonymous Syriac Chronicle*
(Syr)

Bar Ebroyo* (Syr)

Gregory the Priest (Arm)
Matthew of Edessa* (Arm)
Michael the Syrian* (Syr)
Smpad the Constable (Arm)
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Principal Narrative and Legal Sources for the Crusades

Events

Western Sources

Greek/Hebrew Sources

Arabic Sources

Armenian/Syriac Sources

Outremer (1098-1291)
(continued)

Pactum Warmundi

Nikulds of Munkethverd

Thaddaeus of Naples

Tractatus de locis et statu
sancte terre lerosolimitane

Walter the Chancellor

William of Tyre*

Second Crusade
(1147-1149)

Choniates, Niketas* (Gr)
Kinnamos, John* (Gr)

De expugnatione
Lyxbonensi

Helmold of Bosau

0do of Deuil

Otto of Freising

Teutonic Source

William of Tyre*

Ibn al-Qalanist*

Third Crusade
(1189-1192)

Ambroise

Arnold of Liibeck*

Eracles*

Ernoul*

Historia de expeditione
Friderici

Historia de profectione
Danorum in
Hierosolymam

Libellus de expugnatione
Terrae Sanctae*

Ralph de Diceto

Ralph of Coggeshall*

Richard of Devizes

Roger of Howden

Choniates, Niketas* (Gr)

Ibn Shaddad*
al-Isfahant*

Fourth Crusade
(1202-1204) and
Frankish Greece

Alberic of Troisfontaines*
Assizes of Romania
Chronicle of the Morea
Devastatio
Constantinopolitana
Geoffrey of Villehardouin
Gunther of Pairis
Henry of Valenciennes
Nivelo of Cherisy
Ralph of Coggeshall*
Robert of Clari

Choniates, Niketas* (Gr)

Albigensian Crusade
(1209-1229)

Alberic of Troisfontaines*

Chanson de la Croisade
albigeoise

Peter of Vaux-de-Cernay

William of Puylaurens
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Principal Narrative and Legal Sources for the Crusades

Events

Western Sources

Greek/Hebrew Sources

Arabic Sources

Armenian/Syriac Sources

Later Crusades in the
Levant

Alberic of Troisfontaines*

Caoursin, Guillaume

Devise des chemins de
Babiloine

Gestes des Chyprois*

Fidenzio of Padua

Guillaume de Machaut

John of Joinville

Matthew Paris

Oliver of Paderborn

Baltic Crusades

Altere Hochmeisterchronik
Gallus Anonymus

Henry of Livonia
Honecke, Bartolomaus
Livonian Rhymed Chronicle
Nicolaus von Jeroschin
Peter von Dusburg
Rimini, Golden Bull of
Saxo Grammaticus
Wigand von Marburg
Wincenty Kadtubek
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The Crusades: An Introduction

The study of the crusades touches many different aspects
of history, from war, politics, and economics to religious
and cultural diversity. From the late eleventh to the seven-
teenth centuries, the idea of crusade played a significant
role in the history of European thought. Yet the term cru-
sade itself only came into existence after the movement it
described had achieved a clearly recognized identity. In the
modern era the word crusade also carries a considerable
amount of historical baggage, which makes the task of def-
inition very hard. Still, from the beginning, what gave the
movement a special character was the involvement of the
church, especially the papacy, in warfare. Its defining
moment occurred on 27 November 1095 at the church
council held at Clermont in the Auvergne, when Pope
Urban II (1088-1099) summoned the knights of western
Europe to go to the aid of their fellow Christians subjected
to Muslim rule in the Near East. Within a short time that
summons also came to focus on the liberation of the city
of Jerusalem and the holy places in Palestine.

The response to Urban II’s appeal transformed what had
been a long and often frustrating war against Muslim
expansion into a war of liberation. Thus, what had been a
struggle of individual rulers and their peoples in defense of
their own lands took on a new purpose and found new
means to achieve this end. Its principal objective lay in the
East, in the lands sanctified by the life of Jesus Christ.

Christendom and Islam

The Mediterranean world was the cradle of Europe. It was
the seat of the Roman Empire, which by the third century
A.D. covered all of continental Europe south of the Rhine and
the Danube and most of the island of Britain, as well as Asia
Minor, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, parts of Arabia, and the

whole of Africa north of the Sahara. During the second and
third centuries, this empire underwent a profound religious
transformation. Christianity, which had originated among
the Jews of Palestine, gradually spread through both Jewish
and Gentile communities of the Greco-Roman world until,
by the early fourth century, it gained legal status as a rec-
ognized religion under Emperor Constantine I (306-337);
it later received official status as the religion of the empire
under Emperor Theodosius (379-395).

To the east, the Roman Empire faced its ancient enemy,
the Persian Empire. To the north, migrant Germanic peo-
ples, many of them fleeing the Huns, nomadic warriors
from central Asia, pressed against the Roman frontiers or
sought refuge within the empire’s borders. These factors
had persuaded Constantine I to move his capital from
Rome to the town of Byzantium on the Bosporus, on the
straits that formed the juncture of Europe and Asia. There
he built a new Christian city, naming it after himself: Con-
stantinople (mod. Istanbul, Turkey).

The next two centuries saw a continuing effort to pre-
serve the empire, but control over the West was gradually
slipping away. There was one mighty attempt to restore it
under Emperor Justinian I (527-565): North Africa, a large
part of Italy, and even part of Spain were taken back from
their barbarian rulers, while the Persians were staved off
mostly by diplomacy. By the late sixth century, however,
Germanic kingdoms were already being formed throughout
western Europe on the ruins of the empire. Yet the con-
querors were not mere destroyers. They adopted Chris-
tianity and with it as much of late Roman culture as they
could use and preserve. The clergy, who formed the largest
educated class, were that culture’s chief transmitters. From
Lombard Italy, Frankish Gaul, and Visigothic Spain to
Anglo-Saxon England, behind the chaos of rivalries and the
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violence of anarchy there were efforts to build new local
societies that, in some way or other, reflected the memory
of the Roman Empire. In the meantime, the Roman Empire
in the East fought to retain its position against Persia. The
two great states fought one another to exhaustion in the
early seventh century.

Destruction threatened both empires from an unexpected
source. For centuries, the Arabian Peninsula had been a
pathway of commerce to the East, a way around the Persian
Empire, and the home of nomadic Bedouin tribes, who lived
chiefly on their flocks and from raiding the caravans of mer-
chants. Most were pagans, but a few were Christians, as were
some of the people of the towns along the caravan route.
Some of the towns also had Jewish communities. Mecca was
one of the chief towns of Arabia and a religious center for
many of the pagan Bedouins on account of a black meteoric
rock there, the Ka‘ba, that was believed to possess super-
natural powers. It was in Mecca that Muhammad, the future
Prophet, was born around the year 570.

Muhammad’s leadership provided the catalyst that
united the Arabian Peninsula. He combined a religious
mission with a political program. Exiled from Mecca with
some his followers, he fled north to the town of Medina.
There he built a power base, conquering Mecca and gradu-
ally uniting the Arabian Bedouins. He did not insist on con-
version to Islam, the religion he founded, but within a short
time religious conformity became the mark of those who
followed him. The religion of Islam (submission to God)
professed a rigid monotheism and prescribed prayer, fast-
ing, and charitable acts as well as moral behavior. It owed
much to Judaism, a religion with which Muhammad had
had close contact in Medina, but it also preserved some ele-
ments of pre-Islamic Arabian religion, notably reverence for
the Ka‘ba. It respected the prophets of the Old Testament
and considered Jesus as another prophet, with Muhammad
as the last and greatest. The duty to spread the religion was
incumbent on every Muslim. All these teachings were
included in the sacred book of the Qur’an (Koran). Military
expansion and the benefits offered to those of the conquered
who converted were effective in leading many to the new
religion even during Muhammad’s lifetime. Islam’s major
conquests outside the Arabian Peninsula, however, oc-
curred only after his death.

Following the death of Muhammad in 632, his succes-
sors, known as caliphs, waged war against all unbelievers.
They overthrew the Persian Empire, which had been worn

down by the long war with the eastern Roman, or Byzantine,
Empire. At the battle of the Yarmuk in 637 the Muslims and
their allies defeated a Byzantine army, and Syria fell into
their hands. The conquest of Egypt followed. The Arab Mus-
lim military elite found themselves ruling vast territories
with populations diverse in both culture and religion. But
the Prophet had already allowed for this in his conquests in
Arabia, permitting “the People of the Book”—meaning
chiefly Jews and Christians—to retain their religion by
paying the jizya, a poll tax not levied on Muslims. Thus, in
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, as well as in other lands in North
Africa, there remained very large Christian populations,
chiefly among the rural population, for centuries after the
Muslim conquests.

By the early eighth century the Muslim conquerors had
reached Spain and had begun to raid along the coasts of Italy
and France, establishing outposts even in the Alps. The
Visigothic kingdoms of Iberia were virtually destroyed,
with only a remnant surviving in northwestern Spain. In
732, near Poitiers, a large Muslim raiding party was turned
back by Charles Martel, a magnate of the Austrasian Frank-
ish kingdom who bore the title of mayor of the palace. This
marked the furthest Muslim penetration into western
Europe. For more than a century afterward, however, the
West was under threat. Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and the
Balearic Islands were lost. Muslim fleets raided coastal
towns such as Bari and even penetrated to the suburbs of
Rome itself. Meanwhile, in the East the Byzantine Empire
also suffered severe setbacks, but in the tenth century it
undertook a series of campaigns aimed at reestablishing its
power in Syria. By the late tenth century, under Emperor
John I Tzimiskes (969-976), the Byzantines had pushed as
far as the towns of Caesarea Maritima (mod. Har Qesari,
Israel) and Tiberias (mod. Teverya, Israel) in northern
Palestine. They controlled Lebanon and much of northern
Syria, either directly or through client rulers.

The tenth and eleventh centuries witnessed the begin-
nings of efforts to free lands in the West from Muslim rule.
The most dramatic results were achieved in Sardinia, Cor-
sica, the Balearic Islands, and Sicily. Adventurers from
Normandy, who already ruled most of the Italian south,
launched a campaign of reconquest that brought Sicily
under their control by 1091. The island became the seat of
the Norman kingdom founded by King Roger II
(1130-1154). But the resurgence of the West was much
more broadly based. In the tenth century, there already were
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signs of growing population and increased political stabil-
ity, especially in northern Italy and Germany under the lead-
ership of the Ottonian dynasty. The Holy Roman Emperor
Otto I(936-973) instilled new life into the imperial idea that
had motivated his predecessor Charlemagne in the early
ninth century. Increased demand for foodstuffs and the lure
of trade stimulated the efforts of maritime cities such as
Genoa and Pisa to expand their control of neighboring seas,
lands, and islands. The Iberian kingdoms also began to go
on the offensive. By the mid-eleventh century, Mediter-
ranean Europe was a vital region, and northern Europe was
entering a new phase of political and economic develop-
ment. Not so in the East.

The once-mighty caliphate of the ‘Abbasid dynasty at
Baghdad, whose authority had been recognized throughout
the Islamic world from the Strait of Gibraltar to the frontiers
of India, was by this time opposed by a rival Fatimid
caliphate in Egypt, which upheld the minority, Shi‘ite
branch of Islam. The eleventh-century Muslim world was
much less tolerant of religious minorities than were its pre-
decessors. In Egypt and North Africa there is evidence of
considerable pressure on Christian minorities, which had
remained quite sizable in many areas. The mad Fatimid
caliph al-Hakim ordered the destruction of the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, which had been built by
Emperor Constantine I.

More dangerous to Christendom, however, was the
increasing power of the Turks, a nomadic people from cen-
tral Asia. Originally pagan, the Turks converted to Islam,
and in the course of the eleventh century, under the lead-
ership of the Saljiiq family, they conquered Khurasan, Per-
sia, Iraq, and Armenia and effectively established a protec-
torate over the ‘Abbasid caliphate in Baghdad. The
weakness of the Byzantines became evident when they were
defeated by the Saljugs at the battle of Mantzikert in 1071.
This defeat deprived the Byzantine Empire of some of its
richest recruiting grounds for the army, and it was followed
by the loss of Syria, Palestine, and most of Asia Minor. It was
unlikely that the empire could recover its losses without
assistance from the West.

The Reform Papacy and the

Inception of the Crusades

The long wars fought by Christians against Muslims from the
seventh to the eleventh centuries did not constitute crusades:

they were a series of uncoordinated military operations, at
first of a purely defensive nature but increasingly aimed at
pushing the Muslims back from Europe and the islands of
the Mediterranean and at freeing Christian populations
under Muslim rule. Western Europe was fragmented polit-
ically, and for much of this period the papacy was chiefly
concerned with missionary endeavors and affairs in Italy.
Only after the middle of the eleventh century did popes begin
to assume a role at the head of a movement to reform the
Western church, to free it from the dominance of secular
rulers and from entanglement in secular affairs. The result-
ant struggle is often known as the Investiture Controversy
(or Investiture Contest), from its effort to sever ties between
bishops and secular rulers, or as the Gregorian Reform, after
its most vigorous proponent, Pope Gregory VII (1073-1085).
The attempts to reform the church brought the papacy into
conflict with Western monarchs and princes. Although
Gregory, like his predecessors, was concerned about the
threat posed by the Muslims, he was not able to respond with
tangible aid to the requests that reached him from the East.
Still, in the changing conditions of the eleventh century, we
find the seeds that produced the crusade.

The events that set the crusade in motion were not in
themselves different from much that had gone before. Popes
had encouraged Christian rulers in Iberia and Sicily to
recover those lands lost to the Muslims and to reestablish
the churches there. Christians from the East and from
North Africa had traveled in the West, and numerous West-
erners had gone on pilgrimage to the Holy Land. There was
certainly a body of informed opinion regarding the situation
in the East. On at least one occasion, in 1074, the Eastern
emperor, Michael VII, had appealed to Pope Gregory VII for
aid. There is ample evidence that the situation in the East
was becoming critical. Likewise, given the fragmented polit-
ical situation in the West, the only practical way to channel
support to the East was through the papacy. The popes of
the late eleventh century more and more saw themselves as
the leaders of Christendom. It was from the necessity of the
East and the leadership of the reform papacy that the cru-
sade came into existence.

We should not regard the summons issued by Pope
Urban II at the Council of Clermont in 1095 as embodying a
total vision of the crusade. That would evolve over the
course of the next century. At Clermont Urban II set forth
the main lines of his concern. He stressed the plight of East-
ern churches. Interestingly, he made no direct appeal for aid
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to the Byzantine Empire, at least as recorded in any of the
surviving accounts of his sermon; he seems to have stressed
the liberation of Jerusalem early on, though not perhaps at
Clermont, and to have made reference to a penitential pil-
grimage. To all those who would go on it, taking the badge
of the cross as a sign of their undertaking, Urban II prom-
ised forgiveness of their sins, a full indulgence. Although his
sermon clearly implied military action against the Turks and
other Muslims, his emphasis was on the religious value of
this work. He seems to have said little about Islam, although
one report of his sermon written later suggests otherwise.
For him, the offense of Muslims stemmed not from their reli-
gious beliefs but from their oppression of Christians.

Urban had been cardinal bishop of Ostia and a strong sup-
porter of Pope Gregory VII. He reflected the monastic cul-
ture that was a major influence on the papal reform. He
favored the Normans in Sicily, who had liberated the island
from Muslim rule only a few years earlier, in their effort to
establish a Latin Church hierarchy there. He was less pas-
sionate than Gregory VII, but he was a more effective admin-
istrator. For him, the idea of an expedition to the East
appealed in part because it promised some relief from inter-
nal conflict and directed military activity to a religious end.

Though we cannot reconstruct Urban’s sermon at Cler-
mont with certainty from the reports that survive, its effect
on its largely clerical audience was overwhelming. Urban
could hardly have foreseen its impact. Clearly it touched a
chord in the religious feeling of the time, igniting sponta-
neous preaching on the part of figures such as Peter the Her-
mit, that went well beyond the ideas of the pope. The
response to the preaching of Peter and others rapidly out-
distanced the careful planning undertaken by the pope and
the members of the Western aristocracy who responded to
his summons. The so-called People’s Crusades, more prop-
erly a popular outburst that tapped into various currents of
religious enthusiasm, were little encumbered by the need
for preparations, since their leaders relied entirely on their
sense of divine mission.

Among these disparate groups were some whose anti-
Judaism found justification in their belief that they were car-
rying out a divine plan. To them it seemed only right to
attack or forcibly convert infidels living within Christendom
before carrying on the struggle against the infidels of the
East. The Rhineland, where Jews had settled in the relatively
recent past, often at the invitation of the rulers and bishops,
was a principal center for persecutions. The main body of

the People’s Crusades made its way eastward into the
Byzantine Empire. As might be expected, these enthusiasts
were little inclined to listen to anyone, even their own lead-
ers. Unable to control them, Emperor Alexios I Komnenos
permitted them to cross to the Asian shore of the Bosporus.
They launched an attack on the Turks, but they lacked suf-
ficient forces for the task and were defeated. Peter and some
of the other leaders managed to escape.

The main body of the First Crusade was composed of
contingents recruited by some of the leading nobles of the
West. Raymond of Saint-Gilles, count of Toulouse, was
among the first to join. Godfrey of Bouillon, duke of Lower
Lotharingia; Hugh of Vermandois, brother of the king of
France; Robert II, count of Flanders; and Robert Curthose,
duke of Normandy, the son of William the Conqueror, were
also leaders, as was Count Stephen of Blois, husband of
William’s daughter Adela. One of the most prominent was
a Norman from southern Italy: Bohemund, prince of
Taranto, who was accompanied by his nephew Tancred.

At Clermont those who promised to go on the journey to
the East had received cloth crosses to be sewn on their gar-
ments as a symbol of their commitment. Thus, the religious
character of the campaign was reinforced. All who partici-
pated did so at their own expense or with the support of a
noble patron. Many mortgaged or sold property, often to
religious houses, in order to make the journey. Yet most
indicated their intention to return home and resume their
lives. Those who made the journey were more likely to be
influenced by the new religious currents of the age than were
their neighbors, but they represented only a minority of the
Western aristocracy. Nevertheless, they were a diverse group
whose motives were not always unswervingly religious or
even easy to determine. As each contingent of crusaders
arrived in Constantinople, their leaders were met by the
demand of Emperor Alexios that they swear an oath to
restore to the Byzantine Empire all the lands they would con-
quer that had belonged to the empire prior to the Turkish
invasions. There was considerable resistance to this on the
part of the crusaders, but Alexios was able to pressure each
group into swearing the oath. With this question resolved,
the crusaders moved across the Bosporus with Byzantine
support and advanced against Nicaea (mod. [znik, Turkey),
which surrendered to the emperor after a short siege.

The road across Asia Minor was difficult. After defeating
the forces of the Turkish sultanate of Riim at the beginning
of July 1097, the crusaders rested briefly before making a

xIvi



The Crusades: An Introduction

slow and often hazardous passage that lasted four months.
Baldwin of Boulogne, Godfrey of Bouillon’s younger
brother, pressed on and with the aid of local Armenians
reached Edessa (mod. Sanlrfa, Turkey), which he seized
from its Armenian ruler, T‘oros, who had invited him to
become his partner. But Antioch (mod. Antakya, Turkey)
was the major stumbling block in their path. This once-great
city on the river Orontes was dominated by a citadel on the
mountain above it. The crusaders undertook what was to be
along siege. Indeed, Antioch might never have fallen, save
that Bohemund managed to enter into an arrangement for
access with the captain of one of the towers, possibly an
Armenian, who agreed to hand it over to him. Having
gained agreement that the city should belong to the one who
liberated it, Bohemund entered Antioch. But the citadel
remained in Turkish hands, and a relief army under Kar-
bugha, the ruler of Mosul, having failed to take Edessa, was
approaching the city. Yet inspired by visions and by the
finding of what some believed to be the Holy Lance that had
pierced the side of Christ, the crusaders rallied. On 28 June
1098 they defeated the Turkish forces and the citadel sur-
rendered, but they were worn out and decided to pass the
summer in Antioch before setting out for Jerusalem.

There was a reluctance on the part of the leaders to press
forward, but the rank and file had found new inspiration in
their victory. It was only under pressure that the leaders
began the move southward in early 1099, bypassing many
of the coastal towns and arriving before Jerusalem on 7
June. The siege of Jerusalem was complicated by the lack of
proper siege machines and by the difficult terrain sur-
rounding the city. Only the arrival of Genoese and English
ships at Jaffa (mod. Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel) made it possible
for the crusaders to obtain the timber needed for the siege.
Still, it was not until 15 July that the crusaders breached the
defenses and took the city, which was, according to the pre-
vailing custom, sacked. Many of the inhabitants were killed,
but some, including a part of the Jewish inhabitants of the
city, were protected by some of the leaders of the crusade.
Godfrey of Bouillon was elected to rule Jerusalem. The holy
places were once again under Christian control.

The Development of the Crusading
Movement and Latin Rule in Outremer
Traditionally, the major crusades that went to the East
between 1096 and 1270 have been assigned numbers, giv-

ing the impression of a series of eight or nine discrete cam-
paigns (there is no complete agreement as to numbering).
However, this practice distorts the historical significance of
crusading, as the concentration on these expeditions
obscures the importance of other, equally significant forms
of crusade: the numerous smaller (and unnumbered) expe-
ditions that went to the East between the major crusades;
the large number of expeditions that had objectives in
Iberia, the Baltic lands, and elsewhere; and not least, the
continuing importance of crusades to the eastern Mediter-
ranean region, whether executed or merely planned, long
after the last Christian strongholds in Palestine fell to the
Muslims in 1291. The numbered crusades are merely one
expression of a multifaceted movement that affected most
of Christian Europe from the end of the eleventh century
until well into the early modern era.

We must recognize that the crusade was a technique for
raising troops to fight in a cause endorsed by the Christian
church as justifiable and meritorious. As this technique
evolved, it came to include not merely the crusade indul-
gence but also numerous other privileges aimed at pro-
tecting the families and property of the crusaders while
they were away. By the late twelfth and early thirteenth cen-
turies it was becoming clear that this technique could be
applied to other pressing needs of the church and Christ-
ian society, such as the repression of heresy, the defense of
newly converted peoples on the frontiers of Christendom,
or the defense of the church from political enemies. None
of these uses was without precedent, but the development
of an effective technique for recruitment was at least par-
tially new. Still, the crusade was never just a means of rais-
ing and protecting recruits and their families. It provided
a military arm for the reform papacy, relieving to some
degree its dependence on secular rulers as defenders of the
church. Aslong as the crusade focused on the Muslim fron-
tier, and particularly on the liberation of the holy places, its
critics were few. Indeed, this aspect of crusading retained
a certain compelling logic based on the circumstances in
which Europe found itself throughout this period. Other
“crusades” depended more on local circumstances and the
particular reasons used to justify them. Support for them
varied.

After the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 many crusaders
returned to their homes, regarding their goal as having been
achieved and their vows as having been fulfilled. Those who
remained in the East controlled still-isolated pockets of ter-
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ritory that formed the nuclei of new Christian-controlled
territories: the county of Edessa, the principality of Antioch,
and the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem, which were soon
joined by the county of Tripoli, formed by Raymond of
Saint-Gilles and his son. These states or principalities were
dominated first by the original crusaders and later by their
descendants and further immigrants. This dominant group,
who never constituted more than a large minority among
diverse native peoples, are variously known as Latins, from
their “Latin,” or Roman Catholic, faith, or as Franks, from
the name applied to them by Muslims and Byzantines alike.
Their territories are thus known collectively as Latin states,
Frankish states, or—less accurately—Crusader States,
although in the Middle Ages they were usually referred to
simply as Syria, the Holy Land, or Outremer, the last term
meaning the “land beyond the sea” (that is, from the per-
spective of western Europe).

The most immediate task for the small number of Franks
in Outremer was to secure their territories against the two
main Muslim powers of the region, the Saljiq Turks and
their satellites, and the Fatimids of Egypt. It was above all
crucial to gain control of the ports of Syria and Palestine,
which would guarantee communications with the West. The
Frankish settlements developed strong ties with the mar-
itime cities of the West, especially Genoa, Pisa, and Venice,
in return for their naval support. Outremer continued to be
heavily dependent on military support from the West in the
form of numerous expeditions that enabled the rulers to
undertake specific campaigns.

Godfrey of Bouillon died on 18 July 1100. He was suc-
ceeded by his brother, Baldwin I, count of Edessa, who took
the title king of Jerusalem. Baldwin was confronted by the
determined effort of the new papal legate, Archbishop Dai-
bert of Pisa, to establish ecclesiastical control over Jerusalem
after he had been installed as patriarch. Baldwin vigorously
opposed Daibert’s claims because they would have left little
for the monarchy, which was charged with the defense of the
kingdom. Daibert was a dedicated prelate, but he failed to
grasp the situation that confronted the kingdom. Ultimately
he lost and was forced into exile. Baldwin vigorously pursued
the policies of his brother. Despite the failure of the Crusade
of 1101 to provide significant support for Outremer because
of its losses during the crossing of Asia Minor, Baldwin made
notable additions to the territory of the Latin kingdom.

In the meantime, Prince Bohemund I of Antioch did not
fare so well. He was captured by the Turkish Danishmen-

did emirs in 1100 and was only released in 1103. He
returned to the West, where he launched a scheme to con-
quer the Byzantine Empire, but his attempt ended in his
defeat in 1108 and the disgrace of the Treaty of Devol. He
died in 1111.

In 1118 Baldwin II, count of Edessa, succeeded to the
throne of Jerusalem. He proved to be a very able ruler. He
saved the principality of Antioch after its disastrous defeat
by the Turks at the battle known as the Ager Sanguinis
(Field of Blood) in 1119 and acted as regent for the minor
son of Bohemund until 1126. He was especially active in the
north of Outremer, but in 1123 he was captured while
defending Edessa and remained a prisoner until 1124. Dur-
ing his imprisonment the Franks of Jerusalem, with the help
of a Venetian crusade, undertook the siege of Tyre (mod.
Sotir, Lebanon). Following the death of Prince Bohemund
Il in battle in 1130, Baldwin again became regent of Anti-
och for Bohemund’s infant daughter. He died in 1131, hav-
ing consolidated the principalities of Outremer and having
withstood continuing pressure from the Turks.

One of the most important developments of this period
was the foundation of the military religious orders. A knight
named Hugh of Payns, with eight companions, founded the
Knights Templar, or Order of the Temple, to protect pilgrims
on the dangerous road from Jaffa to Jerusalem. They took
their name from the Temple of Solomon, or al-Agsa mosque,
granted to them by the Latin patriarch of Jerusalem. In 1128,
with the aid of Bernard of Clairvaux, the famed Cistercian
preacher, they drew up their rule and obtained its approval.
The Knights Hospitallers, or Order of St. John, had a differ-
ent origin. The order was founded by merchants from the
Italian city of Amalfi prior to the First Crusade to provide
care for pilgrims, and their rule reflected their dedication to
this task. Only gradually in the course of the twelfth century
did they take on a military role. By the late twelfth and early
thirteenth centuries, these orders played a major part in the
defense of Outremer. Other military orders were founded in
this period both in the East and in Iberia, and somewhat
later, in the Baltic region. The orders provided substantial
support for the Latin settlements in the East and elsewhere,
not merely in manpower but also in goods and money. They
were among the largest landowners in Outremer and also
held substantial property in the West, which they used to
finance their military and charitable activities.

From the perspective of the Latin states in the East, the
uncertain flow of men and supplies made it necessary to use
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moments of crisis to rally support in the West. Appeals for
aid were almost constant. But it was a major disaster, the
fall of the city of Edessa to Zangi, the ruler of Mosul, on 24
December 1144, that brought home to the West the need for
major help. For the first time a crowned head, Louis VII of
France, took the crusade vow. Pope Eugenius III (1145-
1153) issued an important crusade letter, Quantum praede-
cessores, that revealed the degree to which the papal ideol-
ogy of the crusade had taken shape.

The foremost preacher of the age, Bernard of Clairvaux,
drove home the message: “Now is the acceptable time .. ..”
Enthusiasm spread to Germany, where a Cistercian monk,
Ralph, (or Rudolf) acting contrary to Bernard’s express
instructions, stirred up the populace against the Jews.
Bernard had little choice but to take action against Rudolf and
to extend his preaching to Germany, where King Conrad III
took the cross, although reluctantly. Some German crusaders
sought to direct their efforts against the pagan Wends, Slavic
tribes living beyond the river Elbe; Bernard endorsed these
wishes in a letter that approved the use of military compul-
sion as a means to conversion. This was an unfortunate lapse
on Bernard’s part, since in Christian tradition conversion was
only possible through an act of the free will, though the use
of force to compel acceptance was not new. The pope did not
adopt Bernard’s position, though he approved the crusade
against the Wends. Eugenius also approved a crusade against
the Muslims in Iberia by King Alfonso VII of Castile. Never-
theless, the crusade to the East remained on track.

The armies of Louis VII of France and Conrad III of Ger-
many made their way separately through the Byzantine
Empire and into Asia Minor, while a seaborne contingent
from England, Germany, and Flanders delayed in Portugal
to assist in the conquest of Lisbon. Conrad and the Germans
were defeated by the Turks at Dorylaion in October 1147.
Retreating to Nicaea, Conrad and a remnant of his forces
awaited the French king. The French joined Conrad and
journeyed to Smyrna (mod. [zmir, Turkey), but Conrad was
forced to return to Constantinople because of illness, and
the French suffered a major defeat at Laodikeia in Phrygia.
Strong feelings developed against the Byzantines, especially
because Manuel I Komnenos, the Byzantine emperor, had
entered into a treaty with the Turkish sultan of Ram.
Although this behavior may appear surprising, it stemmed
from the fundamental insecurity of the Byzantines, their
distrust of the crusaders, and their desire to protect their
own possessions. Despite these setbacks, the crusaders

continued on to Palestine. Louis and Conrad, who had
recovered and rejoined the crusade, agreed with the Franks
of Jerusalem to undertake an attack on the Muslim city of
Damascus. Although some modern historians consider this
to have been an unwise decision, the plan had much to rec-
ommend it. Following the death of Zangi, his son Nir al-Din
had taken up his father’s project to create a powerful state
in Muslim Syria. It was only a matter of time until Damas-
cus became part of that state. A successful preemption of
Nir al-Din’s plan might compensate for the loss of Edessa.
In addition, Damascus was the key link to the great caravan
routes. But the effort to take the city failed, and Damascus
was never taken.

The Second Crusade (1147-1149) had accomplished
almost nothing. Bernard of Clairvaux bore the brunt of the
criticism. His overenthusiastic promotion of the crusade
made him sensitive to its failure. As a result, he and later
preachers began to put more emphasis on the spiritual
preparation of the crusaders. They argued that failure
showed that the crusaders needed to make themselves more
worthy of divine aid. Still, failure did not dampen ardor for
the crusade.

The rulers of Outremer were well aware of the need to
undertake serious action to protect their lands from Nr al-
Din. But times were difficult. King Baldwin II of Jerusalem
had worked to ensure a strong succession by arranging
the marriage of his daughter Melisende to Fulk of Anjou,
and Fulk provided about a decade of stability prior to his
death in 1143. But a period of turmoil ensued. Fulk and
Melisende’s son, Baldwin III, was a minor, while Antioch
too had lost its ruler. The city of Edessa remained in Mus-
lim hands, and its count, Joscelin II, died a prisoner. Queen
Melisende was caught up in the intrigues that often accom-
panied regencies. It was not until Baldwin was able to assert
his own control in 1152 that the kingdom regained the ini-
tiative, which lasted until his death in 1163. Baldwin was
succeeded by his brother Amalric, one of the most effective
and ambitious of the rulers of Jerusalem. He worked to
strengthen the control of the Crown over the aristocracy.
His great plan was the conquest of Egypt, a policy that
henceforth would remain a key to the effort to stabilize the
position of the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem. But the grow-
ing power of Niir al-Din and his effort to consolidate the
rule of Syria and Egypt in his hands frustrated Amalric’s
plans and led, ultimately, to the near overthrow of the
Frankish settlements.
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The twelfth century, despite the political difficulties
sketched here, witnessed substantial developments in the
constitutional, cultural, and religious life of Outremer. The
monarchy had weathered its early crises and had achieved
a central role in the governance of the Latin kingdom,
though it was forced to rely heavily on support from the
West. Defense was, of course, a primary concern. The first
priority was the strengthening of the fortifications of the
towns, usually by improving existing walls and towers. But
the Franks also had to establish a defensive frontier, and
during this period numerous castles were built to protect
strategic points. Among the most famous were Montfort,
which was held by the Teutonic Knights in the thirteenth
century; Krak des Chevaliers, which controlled the north-
south route to the east of the Jordan; and Beaufort in
Lebanon.

Latin rule also brought about a revival of religious archi-
tecture. The most important achievement was the comple-
tion of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, ded-
icated in 1149, which united the various sites associated
with the Crucifixion and burial of Christ. The tomb of Christ
had been destroyed by the Fatimid caliph al-Hakim but was
later rebuilt with support from the Byzantine emperor Con-
stantine IX Monomachos (1042-1055). The new churches
of this period were designed to meet the needs of the much
larger groups of pilgrims who now flocked to the Holy
Land. The city of Jerusalem, which had long sheltered Chris-
tian churches, saw a considerable increase in religious
buildings. Important monasteries, such as St. Mary in the
Valley of Jehosaphat, gained international fame and sup-
port. Acre (mod. ‘Akko, Israel), the chief port of the king-
dom, had no fewer than thirty-eight churches. At Caesarea
Maritima, the main mosque was converted to a cathedral
dedicated to St. Peter, while the cathedral in Hebron was
built after 1120 above the newly discovered cave of the bib-
lical patriarchs. Other types of construction included cus-
toms houses and warehouses, hospitals, and hospices.
Taken together, these buildings provide evidence of an
enormous building boom and demonstrate the resources
needed to maintain the Frankish presence in the East.

Intellectual life in Outremer was fragile. The chief figure
in the twelfth century was William, archbishop of Tyre and
chancellor of the Latin kingdom (d. 1186). He was born in
the East but educated in the West, and he later served as
tutor for King Amalric’s son, Baldwin IV. William’s chief
work was his history of the Latin kingdom, composed in the

third quarter of the century, which reveals a very consider-
able knowledge of the East. Recently, more attention has
been given to other figures. Gerald of Nazareth possessed
considerable knowledge of Greek Orthodox theology, and
his writings show that some Westerners were working
closely with their Eastern counterparts. Increasing interest
in the East is also evident in the writings of James of Vitry,
bishop of Acre in the early thirteenth century. Another area
of interest is in the production of books. About 1135 King
Fulk was responsible for the preparation of the Melisende
Psalter, which he gave to his wife. It was the work of seven
different hands, and, profusely illustrated, it represented a
high state of the art of book illustration. The artwork pro-
duced in the East has suffered greatly through the destruc-
tion of churches and the dispersal of many objects to the
West. Yet ample evidence has remained to demonstrate that
local craftsmen were capable of producing high-quality
work in painting, sculpture, and stained glass.

Much attention has been given to the economic impact
of the crusades, chiefly on international trade. On balance,
it now seems clear that commercial development played
only a subsidiary role in the crusade movement. The major
economic focus was on the need to sustain the Latin settle-
ments of Outremer. Although there were continuous efforts
to produce goods and incomes from lands, rents, and taxes
in the East, it seems most likely that the Latin states were
seldom capable of providing for their own needs over a
lengthy period of time. They required massive infusions of
aid from the West. The military orders, monasteries,
churches, and military classes were often engaged in rais-
ing moneys in the West, both on their own lands and from
sympathetic donors. This does not rule out the existence of
some successful lordships or prosperous trading centers.
Indeed, these were absolutely essential to the continuance
of Outremer. Behind what must have seemed a thriving pic-
ture during the reign of King Amalric and even under the
short reign of his son, the Leper King, Baldwin IV, disaster
loomed.

Saladin and the Fall of Jerusalem

Nir al-Din’s goal of uniting Egypt and Syria was realized by
Saladin, the nephew of his general Shirkiih. On the death of
Nir al-Din in 1174, Saladin, as his uncle’s heir, moved from
his base in Egypt to seize control of Muslim Syria. The real-
ization of this goal posed the most serious threat ever to the
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Latin settlements of Outremer, since Saladin was now in a
position to challenge their very existence. Over the next
decade he mounted repeated invasions of the Latin kingdom
while using periods of truce to consolidate his control over
the Muslim Near East. The most serious invasion occurred
in the summer of 1187, when he moved his forces to Galilee
and laid siege to the town of Tiberias. Guy of Lusignan, king
of Jerusalem as consort to Baldwin IV’s sister Sibyl, decided
to move against Saladin. The forces met at the foot of the
Horns of Hattin, an extinct volcano in Galilee. It was early
July, and the heat was nearly unbearable. Already in a vul-
nerable position and short of water, the Frankish army was
driven upward to the summit. The bulk of the Frankish
forces, some 20,000 men, were killed or captured.

The defeat at Hattin removed the only force strong
enough to prevent the fall of most of the cities and castles of
Outremer. Jerusalem itself fell on 2 October 1187. Pope
Urban III died from shock at the news. From the perspec-
tive of the West, this was the worst possible disaster. Yet all
was not lost. Frankish forces held out in the cities of Tyre,
Tripoli, and Antioch. King William IT of Sicily sent a fleet to
the aid of Tripoli, thus helping prevent its fall. The new pope,
Gregory VIII, summoned the Western leaders to come to the
aid of the Holy Land in a moving letter (Audita tremendi)
that reflected his strong commitment to the crusade.

The response to this disaster, the Third Crusade (1189-
1192), showed how deeply the West felt this emergency. The
Holy Roman Emperor, Frederick I Barbarossa, enthusiasti-
cally took the cross, though he had had conflicts with the
papacy over imperial interests in Italy. King Richard the
Lionheart of England took up the crusade vow of his father
Henry II, who had died in 1189, while King Philip IT of France
also took the cross. Frederick Barbarossa, at the head of a
very large force of Germans, traveled by the land route to
Constantinople in 1189, and despite numerous difficulties
with the Byzantines, he struck out with his forces across Asia
Minor, taking the city of Ikonion (mod. Konya, Turkey) by
force on 18 May 1190. Although the Turks of Asia Minor now
offered no further resistance, Frederick drowned while
swimming in the river Goksu on June 10. His forces imme-
diately split, with some deciding to return home. The rest
made their way overland to Antioch or by sea to Acre, which
King Guy of Jerusalem had been besieging since shortly after
his release from captivity by Saladin.

Richard of England and Philip of France set out in July
1190, taking the sea route to the Holy Land. The siege of

Acre had been begun by Guy of Lusignan over the objections
of Conrad of Montferrat, a new arrival from Europe who
held Tyre, and most of the remaining nobles of the king-
dom. It was only the dogged determination of Guy and the
arrival of various contingents in advance of the main cru-
sader bodies that forced Conrad and the other nobles to
abandon their opposition and join the siege. But the affair
was further complicated by the death of Queen Sibyl and her
daughters. Richard continued to support Guy, but Philip
and most of the Germans supported Conrad, who was now
married to Isabella I, Sibyl’s younger sister and the heir to
the throne of Jerusalem. Despite these differences, the siege
of Acre continued successfully. Saladin was unable to relieve
the city, and it surrendered on terms. Soon afterward,
Philip departed, and Richard decided to move the remain-
ing crusader forces southward along the coast, winning a
victory at Arsuf.

Richard had sufficient forces to take Jerusalem, but the
leaders of the various contingents in the army were badly
divided. Richard advanced to within 19 kilometers (12
miles) of the city. In all probability, he could have taken
Jerusalem. In light of subsequent events, especially the
assassination of Conrad of Montferrat by the Assassins and
the death of Saladin, it seems that Jerusalem could proba-
bly have been held. But Richard decided to withdraw and
to make a truce with Saladin, which left the Christians in
control of the coast from Tyre to Jaffa. As a result, the Third
Crusade has been judged by some a failure, but it salvaged
what had been a lost cause and laid the foundation for fur-
ther attempts to retake the Holy City. Still, the situation in
western Europe would seldom be so favorable for a new cru-
sade as it was in the aftermath of Hattin.

The much-reduced kingdom of Jerusalem, with its new
capital at Acre, was left in the hands of Henry of Cham-
pagne, who had married Isabella I. Guy of Lusignan was
compensated with Cyprus, which Richard had seized from
its Greek ruler during the Third Crusade. The island would
remain under the rule of the Lusignan family until 1489 and
was one of the last Christian outposts in the East when it was
conquered by the Ottoman Turks in 1573.

Pope Innocent Ill and the

Apogee of Crusading

The setbacks suffered by the Third Crusade did not dampen
enthusiasm for crusading. The election of a youthful pope,
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Innocent IT1, in 1198 marked the beginning of a new effort
to organize the crusade along more effective lines. Innocent,
who was an able administrator, proclaimed his commit-
ment to reform of the church and the crusade. In August
1198 Innocent called upon all Christian people to participate
in a crusade. Times were not propitious for royal partici-
pation. The German Crown was in dispute. Philip II of
France, who had repudiated his marriage to Ingeborg of
Denmark, was under a papal interdict. Richard the Lion-
heart died in March 1199, to be succeeded by his brother
John. By default, the crusade, which was received enthusi-
astically by many among the nobility, especially those whose
families already had strong ties to the movement, found its
leadership in their midst.

A seaborne expedition was planned in order to avoid the
arduous journey overland and the attendant military risks.
Agreement was reached with the republic of Venice to pro-
vide transport, which specified the number of crusaders
(about 30,000) and the charges, as well as providing that the
Venetians would themselves participate with fifty ships
and would share equally in the conquest. The total price to
the crusaders was 85,000 marks. There was also a secret
codicil specifying that the goal of the crusade was to be
Egypt: the main power base of the Ayyiibids, Saladin’s suc-
cessors, was increasingly seen as the key to the recovery of
the Holy Land. The date for departure was set for late June
1202. Innocent ordered a general tax of a fortieth of all
church incomes for one year and pledged that the Roman
Church would pay a tenth of its income. He also issued a
generous crusade indulgence to all who would take part in
the crusade at their own expense.

The death of Count Thibaud III of Champagne deprived
the crusade of its putative leader at a critical stage. His
replacement was Boniface, marquis of Montferrat. Well
connected to both the French and German royal houses,
Boniface was a friend to one of the claimants to the German
Crown, Philip of Swabia, who was married to a Byzantine
princess, Irene. Her father, Emperor Isaac IT Angelos, had
been deposed and blinded by his brother, who had assumed
the throne as Alexios III. Isaac’s son, also named Alexios,
escaped and came to the West seeking aid to restore his
father, but he found no support from Innocent I1I, who was
already negotiating with Alexios III.

The crusaders began to gather in Venice during the sum-
mer of 1202. Yet many had decided on alternative routes,
and the number that appeared at Venice was insufficient to

raise the money needed to pay the Venetians for passage.
After paying about 50,000 marks, almost 35,000 was still
owed. The Venetians proposed that the crusaders should
join them in retaking Zara (mod. Zadar, Croatia), a port on
the Dalmatian coast, which had thrown off Venetian rule.
The town was in the possession of King Emeric of Hungary,
who had himself taken the crusade vow and was thus under
the protection of the papacy. Despite the pope’s prohibition
and internal divisions among the crusaders, the majority of
the crusaders agreed to help the Venetians. The leaders also
listened to the younger Alexios, who promised to solve their
economic problems with the Venetians and to provide aid
for the crusade in return for their support. Behind Inno-
cent’s refusal to countenance this idea lay not only the fact
that it represented a diversion of the crusade but also, in all
likelihood, his hopes for cooperation with Alexios III and for
a reunification of the Latin and Greek Orthodox churches.

Zara was captured after a short siege. Innocent’s attempt
to punish the Venetians with excommunication was
thwarted by Boniface of Montferrat, who delayed publica-
tion of the pope’s decree until the crusaders had moved on
to Constantinople. There, the Venetians and their crusader
allies met with quick success. After their initial attack on the
city, Alexios III fled and Isaac was restored, with his son as
coemperor. But it soon became clear that the newly crowned
Alexios IV had promised more than he could deliver. As the
winter of 1202-1203 came and went, the crusaders sought
absolution from the pope and tried to persuade Alexios IV
to further the reunification of the Greek and Latin churches.
From the Greek side, however, opposition mounted, and
Isaac IT and Alexios IV were overthrown by a Greek noble-
man, who seized the throne as Emperor Alexios V. The cru-
saders now decided to take the city: in April 1204 they
breached the walls, and the great capital of the eastern
Roman Empire fell. In the sack that followed, the riches of
the empire were dispersed to the West. Religious relics
found their way to Venice and to virtually every French
homeland.

The Venetians and the crusaders had conquered not
only the city of Constantinople but much of the European
territory of the Byzantine Empire. Count Baldwin IX of Flan-
ders was elected and crowned as emperor, to the disap-
pointment of Boniface of Montferrat. For all practical pur-
poses, the crusade was over. Only a few of the crusaders ever
arrived in the Holy Land, and their presence there made no
difference. Although some effort was made to view the con-
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quest of Constantinople as a stepping-stone to further suc-
cess, that expectation was doomed to disappointment.
Reunification of the Latin and Greek churches, which had
long proved to be elusive, was now still more remote. The
energies of the crusaders and their supporters and an
increasing amount of Western resources were devoted to
defending and conquering lands and fending off the efforts
of various Greek claimants to reconquer the empire. New
Frankish principalities were established throughout Greece,
but their existence did nothing to further the liberation of
the Holy Land.

Even though the Greeks recaptured Constantinople in
1261, the restored Byzantine Empire was a shadow of its for-
mer self. Most of all, the events of 1204 gave rise to a deep
distrust of the Latin West on the part of Greek Orthodox
Christians that persisted for centuries and still finds its
echoes today. Innocent III had suffered a severe setback in
his dream of a successful crusade. He tried to make the best
of things, but his letters reveal a bitterness, especially
toward the Venetians, that never entirely receded. This
experience undoubtedly helped shape the attitude of the
pope to the crusade. It did not discourage him so much as
act as a challenge. He would build on this experience.

The diversion of the Fourth Crusade did not dampen the
enthusiasm of western Europeans for the crusade, though
it may well have undermined the confidence of many in
their leadership. If anything, the crusade increased in pop-
ularity. The crusade indulgence and the privileges attached
to it proved a most effective instrument in the arsenal of
both preachers and papal legates. In the mid-twelfth century
the indulgence and other privileges had already been
granted to those fighting for the interests of Christianity in
other areas besides the East. The pontificate of Innocent III
marked the further development of this tendency, building
on the enthusiasm for the crusade to support papal efforts
to aid the young king of Sicily, Frederick, the son of Henry
VI of Germany and Constance of Sicily, who had been
placed in the pope’s care by his mother before her death.
Part of the forces that had joined the Fourth Crusade but
refused to attack Zara were devoted to this cause, though
their leader, Walter IIT of Brienne, had family interests that
drew him into the struggle as well.

The thirteenth century marked the culmination of reli-
gious currents that both influenced the crusade and drew
sustenance from the movement. Lay piety flourished among
the nobility and the urban middle and upper classes. The

deeply emotional note sounded in the sermons of Bernard
of Clairvaux in the mid-twelfth century became integral to
crusade preaching by such famous figures as Oliver of
Paderborn and James of Vitry in the early thirteenth. The
cross, the Passion of Christ, and a profound sense of iden-
tification with the life of Christ formed themes for preach-
ing throughout the period that were codified by the former
Dominican master general, Humbert of Romans. The pow-
erful religious energy generated in this period was har-
nessed not merely for the crusade to the East but also for the
defense and expansion of Latin Christianity.

The so-called Albigensian Crusade (1209-1229) against
the Cathar heretics in southern France was precipitated by
the assassination of the papal legate Peter of Castelnau,
which led Innocent III to grant an indulgence to those who
would fight against the Cathars (also known as Albigen-
sians) and their supporters, who he believed were respon-
sible for this act. For all practical purposes this meant a cru-
sade against the lands of the great nobles of the Languedoc.
Yet it had only limited success and was subordinated to the
great crusade that Innocent began planning in 1213. Only
later, when the French monarchy became involved, did the
Albigensian Crusade achieve significant gains. The pope
played an important role in the Albigensian Crusade, as he
did in supporting King Alfonso VI of Castile and in the
preparations leading up to the great victory against the
Moors at Las Navas de Tolosa (1212). But to some extent
Innocent was himself being drawn along by a deep swelling
of popular feeling for the crusade to the East, a feeling that
manifested itself in 1212 in the so-called Children’s Crusade.

The term Children’s Crusade is not entirely accurate,
since many of those who took part in it were adults. Yet at
least some of the leaders were youths, and many were
drawn from the rural classes of peasants and shepherds. It
was not a unified movement, but some of the groups may
have been linked by some form of communication. A Ger-
man group crossed the Alps into northern Italy and sup-
posedly arrived in Rome, where they were received by Inno-
cent III and encouraged to return home. A French group
moved to Paris, where King Philip II and members of the
clergy persuaded the adults to devote themselves to the
Albigensian Crusade. In one account of the crusade, a group
of children went to Marseilles, where they were promised
passage to North Africa by Genoese merchants, only to be
sold into slavery. Yet this account contains elements that
raise serious doubts as to its veracity; it may in fact have
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been a piece of propaganda directed against the prominent
merchants whose names were given in this tale.

The Children’s Crusade may have been a reaction on the
part of the young and the frustrated to the failure of the
Fourth Crusade. What is more important is that it provides
evidence that understanding of the crusade movement and
support for it reached down to the lowest levels of society.
There was a much broader body of opinion than we might
expect in a society that lacked efficient means of commu-
nication. The spoken word, especially sermons but also ver-
nacular stories and songs, was an important source of
information as well as a barometer of popular attitudes.

Innocent was probably planning a new crusade to the
East about the time that the Children’s Crusade was taking
place. He started to make formal preparations in 1213. In
April he issued one of the most important crusade letters to
date, known as Quia maior (from the first two words of its
Latin text). What is immediately evident is that Innocent
had learned much from his previous experience. He was
allowing two years for preparation before he would actually
proclaim the crusade, which he planned to do at the Fourth
Lateran Council, summoned for November 1215. Quia
maior set forth detailed instructions for the preaching of the
crusade. Innocent also established a network of crusade
preachers, drawing on previous knowledge and experience.
Several, including James of Vitry and Oliver of Paderborn,
had been key figures in the preaching of the Albigensian
Crusade. The pope ordered that the crusade should be
preached to all, including women, regardless of their mili-
tary suitability. Those not able to fulfill their vows in per-
son might have them commuted for a money payment.
Fund-raising was to begin immediately.

Innocent gave priority to this new crusade over the cru-
sade against the Moors in Iberia or that against the Cathar
heretics. He appointed legates with the task of resolving out-
standing conflicts among European rulers, especially that
between Philip II of France and John of England and their
respective allies. He gave his own support to the young
Frederick of Sicily to be crowned as king of Germany (as
Frederick II) in place of Otto IV, the Holy Roman Emperor,
whose policies in Italy had disappointed him. While some
have suggested that Innocent did not want royal participa-
tion, this is an inference drawn from the fact that he did not
at this time undertake final plans for the leadership of the
crusade. He did, however, encourage Frederick to take the
crusade vow in 1215. Frederick’s ally Philip of France, who

did not take the crusade vow, played a key role in the selec-
tion of John of Brienne as the husband of Maria la Marquise,
the heiress to the kingdom of Jerusalem.

The Fourth Lateran Council (1215) was the greatest
meeting of its kind in the Middle Ages. More than 400 bish-
ops and 800 heads of religious houses took part. Through
Cardinal Pelagius of Albano, his legate to the East, Innocent
had also tried to secure participation from the Eastern
churches, but this effort was largely unsuccessful. There
were representatives of the crowned heads of Europe. In
addition to the reform decrees of the council, which were to
have a lasting impact not only on the church but on Euro-
pean society as a whole, the important crusade appendix Ad
liberandam provided for a crusade tax approved by the
council and detailed regulations of virtually all aspects of the
crusade, which was scheduled to depart on 1 June 1217.
Drawing on themes he had already developed in Quia maior,
Innocent provided a contemporary theology of the crusade,
grounded in the theology of the cross. But the pope died on
16 July 1216.

The Crusades to the East
in the Thirteenth Century
The implementation of what became known as the Fifth Cru-
sade (1217-1221) fell to Innocent III’s successor, Honorius
III. He was an able administrator, mature, somewhat cau-
tious, but deeply dedicated to both the crusade and the
reform of the church. Honorius moved quickly to keep the
crusade on its schedule. He also made increasingly clear that
he was looking to Frederick II to play a leading role in it. But
Frederick continued to be preoccupied in Germany, where
the supporters of Otto IV remained active. The crusaders
from the Rhineland and the Low Countries were ready to
leave in 1217, as were some of the English, but Frederick was
not. Nor were many of the French crusaders. King Andrew
IT of Hungary and Duke Leopold VI of Austria moved east-
ward in August 1217. Some of the Rhenish contingent
delayed in Portugal to assist in the capture of Alcdcer do Sal.
The crusade armies were to meet at Acre in Palestine.
Andrew of Hungary arrived first and conducted a sweep
through the area around Lake Tiberias before returning
home. Other crusaders laid siege to the Muslim fortifica-
tions on Mount Tabor, southwest of Tiberias. They were not
able to vanquish the Muslim forces, but after their with-
drawal the Muslims left Mount Tabor and retired to Nablus.
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The crusaders also strengthened fortifications along the
coast in Caesarea and Chateau Pelerin (‘Athlit). Although
these operations have been criticized, they were probably
necessary to ensure the security of the Frankish settle-
ments while the crusade moved against its main objective,
Egypt. Thus, the Fifth Crusade picked up on the task left
undone by the Fourth Crusade.

As the main forces gathered, still without Frederick, the
crusaders selected as their leader the king of Jerusalem, John
of Brienne. They moved to the Damietta mouth of the Nile
to begin the siege of this important port, the gateway to
Egypt, as it was known. In September 1218 the papal legate,
Cardinal Pelagius of Albano, arrived, followed by a large
body of French crusaders. The attack on Damietta was
made more difficult by a chain that stretched from the city
wall to a tower near the opposite side of the river and
blocked passage upriver. The historian Oliver of Paderborn
planned and directed the building of siege machinery on
two boats that enabled the crusaders to take the tower. The
sultan of Egypt, al-‘Adil, brother of Saladin, is said to have
died of shock at the news. He was succeeded by his son al-
Kamil. The capture of the Chain Tower enabled the cru-
saders to cross the Nile and lay siege to Damietta, while the
new sultan consolidated his position. The Egyptians offered
to surrender Jerusalem and other sites in return for the end
of the siege. The crusade leadership was divided, but Car-
dinal Pelagius and the heads of the military orders pointed
out that Jerusalem was indefensible without the possession
of key fortresses in Transjordan. Damietta fell on 4 Novem-
ber 1219, and by the end of the month, the crusaders con-
trolled most of the eastern Nile Delta.

Still Frederick had not arrived. He sought postpone-
ments from the pope while negotiations regarding his coro-
nation as Holy Roman Emperor dragged on. He was deter-
mined to secure his rights before embarking on the crusade.
Pope Honorius granted the postponements in the interest
of the crusade, but events began to outrun the pace of the
negotiations. After Frederick was crowned in Rome in
November 1220, he entered his kingdom of Sicily and began
to put matters there back into order. He had been in Ger-
many for almost eight years. Many have criticized Freder-
ick for his failure to go on crusade and Honorius for his lax-
ity in pressing Frederick to fulfill his vow. Yet the problems
that detained Frederick were real and weighty from his
point of view, and Honorius was anxious to secure full coop-
eration. Neither could have anticipated what would even-

tually happen in Egypt. In fact, both tried to forestall just
that kind of outcome. But events on the ground in the East
could hardly be expected to wait on decisions in the West.
King John left the crusader camp to meet what he regarded
as a threat to the Latin kingdom from Syria as well as to pur-
sue a personal claim to the Armenian throne. Pelagius was
placed in a difficult position as the demand for action by
rank-and-file crusaders mounted, which increased with the
arrival of substantial reinforcements with Duke Ludwig I of
Bavaria, the official representative of Emperor Frederick. In
an attempt to placate those who wanted action, Pelagius and
the duke decided to order a limited advance. They were
joined shortly afterward by King John. But once begun, the
advance became victim to its own success and, against the
advice of John, moved toward Mansurah (mod. El-
Mansiira, Egypt) at the point where a canal entered the Nile
from the East. The Egyptians, reinforced by al-Kamil’s
brothers, cut the crusaders’ line of retreat and forced their
surrender. In return for the surrender of Damietta, the cru-
saders were permitted to withdraw from Egypt. The Fifth
Crusade had failed.

The blame for this defeat was shared by Frederick and the
pope. Cardinal Pelagius has come under fire as well. But the
failure of the Fifth Crusade chiefly illustrates the problem of
conducting large-scale land operations far removed from
western Europe. The immediate result of this defeat, how-
ever, was the determination by the pope to persuade Fred-
erick to fulfill his vow. A marriage was arranged between
Frederick and the young heiress to the Latin kingdom,
Isabella II, the daughter of John of Brienne and Maria la Mar-
quise. Frederick renewed his pledge to go on crusade, but
before he was able to depart, Honorius died, in March 1227.
The new pope was Cardinal Hugolino of Ostia, who took the
name Gregory IX. When Frederick finally set out from Brin-
disi for the East in August 1227, there was an expectation
that things would be different. But illness forced the emperor
to turn back almost immediately. Gregory imposed the sen-
tence of excommunication that had been agreed to by Fred-
erick as part of the Treaty of San Germano in 1225.

Frederick, however, was determined to go on crusade. He
now had a vital stake in the East from the fact that he was,
through marriage, king of Jerusalem. Moreover, he had hopes
of securing a treaty from al-Kamil that would return
Jerusalem and other holy sites to the Christians. It was, in fact,
very close to the agreement that had been offered and rejected
during the Fifth Crusade. But al-Kamil had his eye on Syria,
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ruled by his brother, al-Mu‘azzam. Even after al-Mu‘azzam’s
death, Frederick continued to push for an agreement.

When Frederick crossed to the East in June 1228, he once
again demonstrated his strong determination to ensure
what he regarded as his rights. Despite having few men and
little money, he was able to secure the treaty, and on 17
March he entered Jerusalem. The treaty was denounced by
Gerold of Lausanne, the Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, on the
grounds that it provided no security for the city and left the
lands of the patriarch and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
on which they depended for income, in Muslim hands.
Frederick’s calculations were further upset by events in
Italy, where Pope Gregory IX ordered an attack on the
kingdom of Sicily, apparently in reprisal for the seizure of
the March of Ancona by Rainald of Urslingen, duke of Spo-
leto, who had been a source of friction between the papacy
and the emperor for some time. Frederick returned to Italy,
where he defeated the papal forces. By the Treaty of Ceprano
(1230), Frederick and the pope resolved their immediate
differences. Frederick’s achievement by his crusade was
accepted, even if not welcomed.

There followed almost a decade of cooperation between
pope and emperor. During this period, Frederick’s repre-
sentatives in the Latin kingdom attempted to dominate the
politics that swirled around the various noble factions. Fred-
erick himself was occupied with affairs in Sicily and Ger-
many. In the East, Cypriot nobles led by John of Ibelin, the
lord of Beirut, carried on a struggle against the imperial lieu-
tenants that ended in the lieutenants’ defeat in 1233. Like-
wise, on the mainland imperial administrators acting for
Frederick as guardian of his son Conrad IV fared no better,
though they held out until 1243 (the War of the Lombards).
The only significant crusade in this period was led by Count
Thibaud IV of Champagne in 1240, but it ended with only
minor gains. With the expiration of Frederick’s treaty with
al-Kamil, the Ayytbids moved to occupy Jerusalem. With
the loss of the city, the crusades entered a new phase.

Hopes for the recovery of Jerusalem were now vested in
the king of France, Louis IX. The Capetian kings of France
had a tradition of crusading, but they were also known as
hardheaded and practical men of affairs. The leading French
historian of Louis IX, Jean Richard, has argued that he did
not make a decision to go on crusade without overcoming
a certain reluctance on his own part as well as the opposi-
tion of his mother, Blanche of Castile. What decided him
was a serious illness that nearly cost him his life. Once deter-

mined, he set himself to the task with great energy. He
entrusted the government of the kingdom to his mother and
devoted himself to raising the required funds and making
the necessary preparations. Although he worked with the
pope, Innocent IV, the entire initiative was in his hands. The
thoroughness of his preparations is demonstrated by the
fact that he improved the Mediterranean port of Aigues-
Mortes to serve as a point of departure and made arrange-
ments for supplies to be stored in Cyprus. His objective was
Egypt, and specifically the same port of Damietta that had
been attacked by the Fifth Crusade.

Although Louis’s crusade was preached in various coun-
tries, it remained a French enterprise. Louis’s army was not
large, but it was quite respectable in medieval terms. Louis
spent about six times his annual income on the crusade, but
most of the money came from nonroyal sources. He left for
the East on 25 August and landed near Damietta on 5 Octo-
ber, meeting almost no opposition. The garrison of the city
fled, leaving it open to him. He immediately took over the
city and made preparations to move inland. Some thought
was given to the capture of Alexandria, but this was rejected
in favor of an attack aimed at Cairo. On 20 November Louis
moved south along the east bank of the Nile toward
Mansurah. There the army stalled, unable to cross the canal
that lay in its path, until a secret crossing place was made
known to them. The king’s brother Robert of Artois led an
advance guard across the canal but rashly attacked the
Muslim camp. Louis, who crossed to aid his brother with
the bulk of the army, was stymied by the arrival of the
Ayyibid sultan with reinforcements. Forced to retreat, he
suffered heavy losses and had to surrender. Louis was ran-
somed, but Damietta was once more returned to the Egyp-
tians. Louis left for Acre, where he devoted himself to
improving the coastal fortifications of the Latin kingdom.

Perhaps more than any previous crusade, Louis’s expe-
dition showed the magnitude of the task confronting those
who desired to liberate the Holy Land. When the king
returned home in 1254, he had accomplished little more
than repairing some of the damage resultant from his fail-
ure at Damietta. He had not, however, lost his sense of com-
mitment to the crusade, which, if anything, had been rein-
forced by the increasing depth of his personal piety.

The second half of the thirteenth century continued the
story of military decline in the Latin states of Outremer.
There were various efforts to provide support. Among the
most important efforts was King Louis IX’s second crusade,
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launched on 2 July 1270. It was an impressive force. Lord
Edward—the future King Edward I and son of Henry III of
England—was due to join Louis. Although the goal of the
crusade was to aid the Latin East, Louis had decided first of
all to land at Tunis in North Africa. This landing was not,
as some have thought, part of a plot against Tunis by
Charles I of Anjou, the king’s brother, but the result of
Louis’s belief that the ruler of Tunis was prepared to accept
the Christian faith. But soon after the landing, dysentery
swept through the camp. The king was one of its prominent
victims and died from its effects. Edward, who arrived just
as the crusaders were preparing to leave, continued to the
East, where he conducted a limited campaign.

The second crusade of Louis IX was the last major cru-
sade of the thirteenth century. Pope Gregory X, who had
been elected pope while in Acre, worked zealously to pro-
mote the crusade to the East. On his instructions, the
Dominican master general Humbert of Romans conducted
an extensive survey to determine the depth of support for
the crusade. At the Second Council of Lyons in 1274, Greg-
ory issued a crusade document that not only codified pre-
vious experience but drew on the materials gathered by
Humbert and others. His efforts bore fruit when the lead-
ing rulers of Europe took the cross, but the projected cru-
sade did not get off the ground before the pope died in 1276.
Thereafter, despite a growing awareness of the perils facing
Outremer, no major crusade was mounted prior to the fall
of Acre in 1291 to the Mamliks of Egypt.

The Mamlik victory at Acre was the culmination of a Mus-
lim resurgence that had begun shortly after the First Crusade
of King Louis IX, when the Mamlaks, military slaves who
formed an elite guard in Egypt, overthrew the Ayytbid sultan
and took control of the government. The military state that
they created directed its external energies against the Franks
as part of its effort to prove its legitimacy. By August 1291 the
Franks no longer had a toehold on the Palestinian mainland.
Still, they were a power in the region by reason of their pos-
session of the kingdom of Cyprus and the naval power of the
Western maritime cities, as well as by virtue of the military
and financial support afforded by the military orders.

The Later Middle Ages and the
Diversification of Crusading

Why did the continuing failure of the crusades to the East
in the thirteenth century not lead to greater opposition to

them? This question has often been posed and has been var-
iously answered, with some observers even believing that
the crusades did become less popular and that this unpop-
ularity reflected on the medieval church. But there is little
evidence that this was the case. In fact, the thirteenth cen-
tury continued to be the great age of crusading. In part this
was because the liberation of the holy places had captured
the imaginations of western Europeans. Even rulers who
were wrapped up in dynastic and territorial politics viewed
the crusade as a higher duty to which they felt an obligation.
Moreover, the East was no longer as remote as it had been
in the late eleventh century. Many of the European aristoc-
racy had relatives in the East. The ships of Venice, Pisa,
Genoa, Marseilles, and Barcelona plied the Mediterranean
Sea from one end to the other. Lands that had been remote
were now brought closer. Even people who did not venture
from their homes sent money to the East. Crusading had
become an integral part of the European fiber. Nor was this
attachment to crusading limited to those expeditions
directed to the Holy Land.

While the crusade against the Muslims, or Moors, of the
Iberian Peninsula did not command the attention that it had
in the centuries before the victory at Las Navas de Tolosa
had so decisively turned the tide in favor of the Christian
kings in the early thirteenth century, Rhenish and English
crusaders had participated in the liberation of Portugal at
the time of the Fifth Crusade, and Spanish kings continued
to carry out successful military campaigns. The middle
decades of the thirteenth century were a period of renewed
successes in both Castile and Aragon. Cérdoba, the capital
of the Moorish kingdom, was taken in 1236, and Seville was
taken in 1248. King James I of Aragon conquered Muslim
Valencia and the island of Mallorca, laying the foundations
for an Aragonese Empire in the western Mediterranean.

The major arenas for crusading in the thirteenth century
outside Iberia and the East were the lands inhabited by
pagan peoples along the eastern and southern coasts of the
Baltic Sea. The conquest and conversion of these lands were
carried out by crusaders from Germany, Denmark, Sweden,
and other countries, and in particular by two new military
orders, the Sword Brethren and the Teutonic Knights. The
latter erected a sovereign territory in Prussia and Livonia
alongside lands controlled by bishops and by the Danish and
Swedish crowns. The conquest of Prussia involved the immi-
gration of Germans who were settled there to ensure the pro-
tection of the country, a policy that inevitably led to the
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spread of German influence and the building of German reli-
gious and political institutions in the region. Efforts on the
part of the Sword Brethren and Teutonic Knights to expand
into Lithuania and the western parts of Christian Russia were
repulsed. During this same period, there was increasing
interest in the possibility of an alliance between the cru-
saders and the Mongols, some of whom were known to have
Christian Nestorians in their courts. The papacy encouraged
these efforts with missionaries from the mendicant orders,
but they produced no direct benefit to the crusade. Never-
theless, Christian missionaries traveled as far as China, and
an archbishopric was established briefly in Beijing.

The thirteenth century also witnessed further adaptation
of the idea of crusade to the interests of the church. At times
these policies were misdirected, as was the case with the
crusade against the Stedinger peasants of northwestern
Germany, who were the object of persecution by the arch-
bishop of Bremen. The papacy also found the crusade vow
a potent means of garnering military support in its politi-
cal struggles. Given the complexity of political life in Italy
and the long-standing alliances of the papacy with many
northern Italian communes, as well as the efforts of the
popes to establish their hegemony over central Italy, the
reform papacy had developed a highly protective reaction
against any expansion of the power of the Holy Roman
Emperor in Italy that was not in the papal interest.

For their part, the emperors, especially those of the
Staufen (or Hohenstaufen) dynasty, harbored dreams of a
central European hereditary monarchy encompassing Ger-
many and the entire Italian peninsula. Beginning in the late
1230s and extending through most of the thirteenth century,
the popes carried on a campaign to prevent the Staufen
rulers from realizing their dreams in Italy. Between 1239
and 1250, the crusade was employed against Emperor Fred-
erick II, who was deposed at the First Council of Lyons in
1245. Following his death, various European houses were
canvassed to find a suitable cadet to rule Frederick’s king-
dom of Sicily. The younger brother of King Louis IX of
France, Charles I of Anjou, was finally offered the throne.
Louis, who had long maintained the French alliance with the
Staufen, abandoned it after the deaths of Frederick II and
his son and successor, Conrad IV.

Charles, aided by a crusade indulgence, defeated another
of Frederick’s sons, Manfred, in the battle of Benevento
(1266). When, in 1282, the Angevins were expelled from the
island of Sicily and the Sicilians called in King Peter I of

Aragon to be their ruler, the papacy again supported the
Angevins with the crusade indulgence. Although some
modern critics have viewed this use of the indulgence as a
perversion of its purpose, there is no question that it
remained effective.

From the end of the thirteenth century onward the wars
in the East became entirely defensive. The Hospitallers
were able to conquer the island of Rhodes (mod. Rodos,
Greece) in 1306 with Genoese assistance. The Templars had
a different fate: King Philip IV of France carried out a vio-
lent campaign against the order, ending in its suppression
by Pope Clement V. The Teutonic Order was occupied in the
Baltic. Allin all, this was a period of considerable disarray,
with much energy devoted to plans for crusades and with
considerable effort spent in dissecting the failures of the
past in order to plan better for the future.

Gradually, the entire focus of military operations in the
East was moved inexorably away from the Holy Land to the
southeastern flank of Europe itself. A new Turkish dynasty,
the Ottomans, directed its energies to the conquest of Ana-
tolia and southeastern Europe. The most significant of the
fourteenth-century crusades was the Crusade of Nikopolis
in 1396. It took place at the time of the Great Schism, which
divided the Latin Church into different loyalties, with some
following the pope at Rome and others his rival at Avignon.
Naturally, the power and influence of the papacy were
weakened, but the urgency of the Ottoman threat, which
jeopardized the existence of Hungary, required united
action. A large military force under Sigismund, king of
Hungary, advanced to the fortress of Nikopolis (mod.
Nikopol, Bulgaria) on the Danube, where he was able to
obtain naval support. The Ottoman sultan raised the siege
of Christian Constantinople to move against the crusaders.
The ensuing battle at Nikopolis was a major disaster for
Christendom. Turkish power was now supreme in south-
eastern Europe. The fall of Constantinople and the extinc-
tion of the Byzantine Empire in 1453, for all their dramatic
significance, were in fact an anticlimax. They brought
about no major change in the character of naval and mili-
tary operations. They did, however, remove a psychologi-
cal obstacle to the completion of the Turkish conquest of
southeastern Europe in the sixteenth century.

After the loss of Rhodes to the Ottomans in 1582, the
Hospitallers moved west to the island of Malta, where they
carried on naval warfare against the Turks and the Barbary
Corsairs of North Africa until they were dispossessed by
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Napoleon in 1798. The Venetians lost Cyprus in 1571 and
Crete in 1670. Ottoman expansion helped shift European
maritime interest toward the Atlantic Ocean. The early
explorers of the African coast and Christopher Columbus
himself never lost sight of the goal of the crusade. Colum-
bus believed that the resources of the lands he discovered
might provide the means for the conquest of Jerusalem. As
long as the Ottoman Empire posed a threat to Europe,
which was well into the seventeenth century, defensive war
continued. The great Christian naval victory near Lepanto
in 1571 symbolized the idea of crusade in the sixteenth cen-
tury. Pope Pius V played a leading role in organizing the
Holy Alliance, which brought about the crushing naval
defeat of the Ottoman forces. But once the enemy was
defeated, the pope was unable to hold the alliance together.
Papal diplomacy continued to work in support of rulers in
need, but the crusade was now subsidiary to political and
military interests.

The Protestant Reformation did not witness an immedi-
ate change in the efforts of the papacy to support resistance
to Ottoman expansion. Protestants even played a part in this
defense, but the unity of Christendom was broken, and the
popes did not exercise sufficient influence to make their
leadership effective save for periods when urgent necessity
dictated cooperation among rulers.

Conclusions

Historians looking back at the age of the crusades need to
recognize that the movement changed substantially over its
long history. The early period, which encompassed the
twelfth century, was formative. By the early thirteenth cen-
tury the idea of crusade reached maturity and was extended
to meet the needs of the church within the West. In the four-
teenth century, following the loss of Acre, the crusade took
on a defensive character, chiefly aimed at protecting Chris-
tian holdings in the eastern Mediterranean and the south-
eastern flank of Europe. In the course of the sixteenth cen-
tury the idea of crusade was subordinated to European
political and military interests. It is this changing character
that makes the crusade so difficult to define. Yet the role of
the papacy remained central over most of the age of cru-
sades. The idea of the crusade contains the notion that it was
sanctioned by God and had a sacred, defensive character.
This view helped provide a positive view of warfare and
reinforced the idea of nobility of arms. But the very fact that

the crusade was a special kind of war demonstrated that
Christian thought remained uncomfortable about the use of
force. The crusade clearly tipped the balance toward the
acceptance of just war. The difficulty of defining just war
made virtually every war just in the eyes of its proponents.

Some have seen in the crusades a kind of proto-imperi-
alism. It is easy to see how such an idea would have appeal.
In the twelfth century the need to make the Latin states of
Outremer more viable was already leading to more perma-
nent settlements and to the exploitation of the local popu-
lation. But we need to emphasize that these efforts never
went beyond a rather rudimentary stage. Many of the set-
tlements we know about were connected to religious foun-
dations, which are better documented. The Latins of the
East were attached to the West by a long umbilical cord on
which they depended for supplies, manpower, and, during
critical periods, their very existence. There is simply no way
to calculate the amount of wealth transferred from the
West to the East during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
but the systematic records of the Hospitallers suggest that
it was enormous. The role of the maritime cities of Venice,
Genoa, Pisa, Marseilles, and Barcelona has received very
considerable attention, but most scholars recognize that
they probably lost as much as they gained from the cru-
sades. Their commerce was disrupted, and they devoted
considerable forces to supporting the Latin settlements in
Outremer, Cyprus, and Frankish Greece. Moreover, their
commerce with the Muslim world was mutually beneficial.
We have only to see the degree to which the shift in trade
routes to the Atlantic and the Indian Ocean in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries contributed to the decline of the
eastern Mediterranean trade and, ultimately, to the eco-
nomic torpor of the region. At most, we might suggest that
the crusade provided a sense of adventure and a base of
experience for the future.

The employment of the crusade within Europe con-
tributed eventually to its controversial meaning. By the late
eighteenth century a negative understanding of the crusade
was established. But it is interesting to note that this nega-
tive sense was first applied to the crusades against heretics
and then, when this meaning was fixed, it was extended to
the crusades to free the Holy Land. It is also fair to say that
the negative image of the crusade, along with the Inquisi-
tion, contributed substantially to the view that religion is
intolerant. In the case of the crusade, this has led to a greater
emphasis on religious differences, rather than concerns
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over Muslim expansion, as the crucial element behind the
fighting. But at different times and under various circum-
stances, one or the other has predominated. In shaping the
ideological image of the crusade, they are inseparable.
Still, the idea of crusade never lost its positive meaning.
The notion that a crusade is undertaken to achieve a good
end remains very much a part of the term’s meaning, as we
may note from its frequent use in the titles of books, such

as Dwight Eisenhower’s Crusade in Europe. Obviously, there
has been an unwillingness to reject the idea of crusade
entirely. There may, after all, be something in the idea of
crusade that transcends its imperfections. The idea of the
struggle for justice will always have a certain appeal.

— James M. Powell
Syracuse University
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Preface

When, at the Council of Clermont in 1095, Pope Urban II
called for an armed pilgrimage to liberate the Holy Land, he
brought into existence a movement that was to have pro-
found consequences for the history of Europe, the Near
East, and North Africa for centuries to come. Hundreds of
thousands of men and women took part in crusade expedi-
tions to various goals, a huge number of them dying in the
process. Millions of people lived as subjects of states that
were brought into existence as a direct consequence of cru-
sades to Palestine and Syria, to the Baltic lands, and to
Greece and the islands of the eastern Mediterranean. Oth-
ers served as members of religious orders established to
protect pilgrims or ransom captives, while many more sup-
ported crusades through taxes and voluntary donations, or
by prayers and participation in the liturgy of the Christian
Church. Many of the political, economic, religious, and
artistic consequences of the crusades are still apparent in
the world that we live in.

This encyclopedia is intended as a reference work on the
crusades from their origins in the eleventh century up to the
early modern period. It comprises one thousand signed arti-
cles and translated texts, with a historical introduction by
Professor James Powell. Articles are accompanied by bibli-
ographies, and are thus intended to function as a first point
of reference and orientation for users who wish to proceed
further with their enquiries. The scope of the work is inten-
tionally wide: it has long been accepted that the crusades
were neither purely heroic manifestations of Christian
valour nor cynical wars of aggressive colonialism; in more
recent years historians have also recognized the diverse and
changing nature of crusading, which gradually developed in
scope from campaigns to defend the Holy Land, to take in
wars of conquest or reconquest against Muslims in Iberia
and North Africa and pagans in northeastern Europe, as

well as heretics, Christians of the Orthodox faith, and even
political enemies of the Roman Catholic Church.

The aim of the encyclopedia is to reflect the state of
knowledge of the crusade movement as it is understood in
historical scholarship at the beginning of the twenty-first
century. It contains longer entries on the major crusade
expeditions themselves; the various states that contributed
to, were established by, or were targeted by crusading;
sources for the history of the crusades; the main military
religious orders; and key concepts and institutions con-
nected with crusading. There are also a great number of
shorter articles on persons and places. While an absolutely
comprehensive treatment is not achievable in a work of this
length, the reader will nevertheless find articles on all the
major crusades of the eleventh to fourteenth centuries, on
most of the military orders, and on all of the crusader
states of Outremer, the Baltic lands, Frankish Greece, and
Cyprus. There are also entries for all of the rulers of the king-
dom of Jerusalem, the kingdom of Cyprus, the Latin Empire
of Constantinople, the principality of Antioch, the county of
Edessa, and (save one) the county of Tripoli. Within this
overall framework, a particular emphasis has been given to
the events, institutions, and personalities connected with
crusade expeditions and the Frankish states of Outremer
and their enemies in the period 1095-1291. Finally, it
should be emphasized that in a publication bringing
together the work of over a hundred scholars from some two
dozen countries, the user should not expect a uniformity of
approach or opinion, but will find a diversity of analysis and
interpretation from different authors, even if the fortuitous
nature of the A-Z sequence has permitted the editor, at least
in one sense, to have the last word.

Many debts of gratitude are incurred in a work of the
dimensions of this one. The encyclopedia first took shape
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Preface

in a series of conversations with Professor James Powell of
Syracuse University and Dr. Robert Neville, then of ABC-
CLIO, and I am grateful to them for their advice, as well as
to the members of the Editorial Advisory Board, who read-
ily provided assistance and counsel whenever it was
requested of them. The authors of articles deserve thanks,
not only for sharing their scholarship, but also for their for-
bearance in dealing with numerous queries and requests for
alterations or clarifications, and not least for their patience
in waiting for the work to see the light of day. Several board
members and other contributors also deserve thanks for
their readiness to step into the breach by agreeing to write
articles for which, for whatever reason, no other author
could be found. Much of the attractiveness of a work such
as this derives from its illustrations, and I am particularly
grateful to Professors Alfred Andrea, Benjamin Z. Kedar,
and Graham Loud for generously allowing the use of pho-
tographs from their own collections, and to Dr. Janus Moller
Jensen, Dr. Kristian Molin, and Dr. Samantha Riches for
their help and advice in procuring images.

Among the staff at ABC-CLIO, a great deal is owed to the
energy and enthusiasm of Wendy Roseth and to the good
sense and experience of Martha Whitt, who supported the
project during its most crucial stages, while Anna
Kaltenbach and Vicki Moran in turn provided the care that
brought it to publication. Significant contributions to the
final product were also provided by Ellen Rasmussen, who
undertook picture research; Bill Nelson (cartographer) and
George Zirfas (graphic artist), who drew maps and genea-
logical tables to the editor’s specifications; as well as Silvine
Farnell and Kathy Streckfus (copyeditors), Mary Kay
Kozyra and Lori Kranz (proofreaders), Tim Giesen (type-
setter), and Heather Jones (indexer). Thanks are also due
to Alison Miller and Patience Melnik, who acted as devel-
opment editors during the initial stages of the project.

Lastly, I am grateful to Martina Hacker and Rhiannon
Lawrence-Francis for their assistance in proofreading the
final text.

— Alan V. Murray
Leeds, 5 July 2006
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Preface

When, at the Council of Clermont in 1095, Pope Urban II
called for an armed pilgrimage to liberate the Holy Land, he
brought into existence a movement that was to have pro-
found consequences for the history of Europe, the Near
East, and North Africa for centuries to come. Hundreds of
thousands of men and women took part in crusade expedi-
tions to various goals, a huge number of them dying in the
process. Millions of people lived as subjects of states that
were brought into existence as a direct consequence of cru-
sades to Palestine and Syria, to the Baltic lands, and to
Greece and the islands of the eastern Mediterranean. Oth-
ers served as members of religious orders established to
protect pilgrims or ransom captives, while many more sup-
ported crusades through taxes and voluntary donations, or
by prayers and participation in the liturgy of the Christian
Church. Many of the political, economic, religious, and
artistic consequences of the crusades are still apparent in
the world that we live in.

This encyclopedia is intended as a reference work on the
crusades from their origins in the eleventh century up to the
early modern period. It comprises one thousand signed arti-
cles and translated texts, with a historical introduction by
Professor James Powell. Articles are accompanied by bibli-
ographies, and are thus intended to function as a first point
of reference and orientation for users who wish to proceed
further with their enquiries. The scope of the work is inten-
tionally wide: it has long been accepted that the crusades
were neither purely heroic manifestations of Christian
valour nor cynical wars of aggressive colonialism; in more
recent years historians have also recognized the diverse and
changing nature of crusading, which gradually developed in
scope from campaigns to defend the Holy Land, to take in
wars of conquest or reconquest against Muslims in Iberia
and North Africa and pagans in northeastern Europe, as

well as heretics, Christians of the Orthodox faith, and even
political enemies of the Roman Catholic Church.

The aim of the encyclopedia is to reflect the state of
knowledge of the crusade movement as it is understood in
historical scholarship at the beginning of the twenty-first
century. It contains longer entries on the major crusade
expeditions themselves; the various states that contributed
to, were established by, or were targeted by crusading;
sources for the history of the crusades; the main military
religious orders; and key concepts and institutions con-
nected with crusading. There are also a great number of
shorter articles on persons and places. While an absolutely
comprehensive treatment is not achievable in a work of this
length, the reader will nevertheless find articles on all the
major crusades of the eleventh to fourteenth centuries, on
most of the military orders, and on all of the crusader
states of Outremer, the Baltic lands, Frankish Greece, and
Cyprus. There are also entries for all of the rulers of the king-
dom of Jerusalem, the kingdom of Cyprus, the Latin Empire
of Constantinople, the principality of Antioch, the county of
Edessa, and (save one) the county of Tripoli. Within this
overall framework, a particular emphasis has been given to
the events, institutions, and personalities connected with
crusade expeditions and the Frankish states of Outremer
and their enemies in the period 1095-1291. Finally, it
should be emphasized that in a publication bringing
together the work of over a hundred scholars from some two
dozen countries, the user should not expect a uniformity of
approach or opinion, but will find a diversity of analysis and
interpretation from different authors, even if the fortuitous
nature of the A-Z sequence has permitted the editor, at least
in one sense, to have the last word.

Many debts of gratitude are incurred in a work of the
dimensions of this one. The encyclopedia first took shape
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Preface

in a series of conversations with Professor James Powell of
Syracuse University and Dr. Robert Neville, then of ABC-
CLIO, and I am grateful to them for their advice, as well as
to the members of the Editorial Advisory Board, who read-
ily provided assistance and counsel whenever it was
requested of them. The authors of articles deserve thanks,
not only for sharing their scholarship, but also for their for-
bearance in dealing with numerous queries and requests for
alterations or clarifications, and not least for their patience
in waiting for the work to see the light of day. Several board
members and other contributors also deserve thanks for
their readiness to step into the breach by agreeing to write
articles for which, for whatever reason, no other author
could be found. Much of the attractiveness of a work such
as this derives from its illustrations, and I am particularly
grateful to Professors Alfred Andrea, Benjamin Z. Kedar,
and Graham Loud for generously allowing the use of pho-
tographs from their own collections, and to Dr. Janus Moller
Jensen, Dr. Kristian Molin, and Dr. Samantha Riches for
their help and advice in procuring images.

Among the staff at ABC-CLIO, a great deal is owed to the
energy and enthusiasm of Wendy Roseth and to the good
sense and experience of Martha Whitt, who supported the
project during its most crucial stages, while Anna
Kaltenbach and Vicki Moran in turn provided the care that
brought it to publication. Significant contributions to the
final product were also provided by Ellen Rasmussen, who
undertook picture research; Bill Nelson (cartographer) and
George Zirfas (graphic artist), who drew maps and genea-
logical tables to the editor’s specifications; as well as Silvine
Farnell and Kathy Streckfus (copyeditors), Mary Kay
Kozyra and Lori Kranz (proofreaders), Tim Giesen (type-
setter), and Heather Jones (indexer). Thanks are also due
to Alison Miller and Patience Melnik, who acted as devel-
opment editors during the initial stages of the project.

Lastly, I am grateful to Martina Hacker and Rhiannon
Lawrence-Francis for their assistance in proofreading the
final text.

— Alan V. Murray
Leeds, 5 July 2006
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Preface

When, at the Council of Clermont in 1095, Pope Urban II
called for an armed pilgrimage to liberate the Holy Land, he
brought into existence a movement that was to have pro-
found consequences for the history of Europe, the Near
East, and North Africa for centuries to come. Hundreds of
thousands of men and women took part in crusade expedi-
tions to various goals, a huge number of them dying in the
process. Millions of people lived as subjects of states that
were brought into existence as a direct consequence of cru-
sades to Palestine and Syria, to the Baltic lands, and to
Greece and the islands of the eastern Mediterranean. Oth-
ers served as members of religious orders established to
protect pilgrims or ransom captives, while many more sup-
ported crusades through taxes and voluntary donations, or
by prayers and participation in the liturgy of the Christian
Church. Many of the political, economic, religious, and
artistic consequences of the crusades are still apparent in
the world that we live in.

This encyclopedia is intended as a reference work on the
crusades from their origins in the eleventh century up to the
early modern period. It comprises one thousand signed arti-
cles and translated texts, with a historical introduction by
Professor James Powell. Articles are accompanied by bibli-
ographies, and are thus intended to function as a first point
of reference and orientation for users who wish to proceed
further with their enquiries. The scope of the work is inten-
tionally wide: it has long been accepted that the crusades
were neither purely heroic manifestations of Christian
valour nor cynical wars of aggressive colonialism; in more
recent years historians have also recognized the diverse and
changing nature of crusading, which gradually developed in
scope from campaigns to defend the Holy Land, to take in
wars of conquest or reconquest against Muslims in Iberia
and North Africa and pagans in northeastern Europe, as

well as heretics, Christians of the Orthodox faith, and even
political enemies of the Roman Catholic Church.

The aim of the encyclopedia is to reflect the state of
knowledge of the crusade movement as it is understood in
historical scholarship at the beginning of the twenty-first
century. It contains longer entries on the major crusade
expeditions themselves; the various states that contributed
to, were established by, or were targeted by crusading;
sources for the history of the crusades; the main military
religious orders; and key concepts and institutions con-
nected with crusading. There are also a great number of
shorter articles on persons and places. While an absolutely
comprehensive treatment is not achievable in a work of this
length, the reader will nevertheless find articles on all the
major crusades of the eleventh to fourteenth centuries, on
most of the military orders, and on all of the crusader
states of Outremer, the Baltic lands, Frankish Greece, and
Cyprus. There are also entries for all of the rulers of the king-
dom of Jerusalem, the kingdom of Cyprus, the Latin Empire
of Constantinople, the principality of Antioch, the county of
Edessa, and (save one) the county of Tripoli. Within this
overall framework, a particular emphasis has been given to
the events, institutions, and personalities connected with
crusade expeditions and the Frankish states of Outremer
and their enemies in the period 1095-1291. Finally, it
should be emphasized that in a publication bringing
together the work of over a hundred scholars from some two
dozen countries, the user should not expect a uniformity of
approach or opinion, but will find a diversity of analysis and
interpretation from different authors, even if the fortuitous
nature of the A-Z sequence has permitted the editor, at least
in one sense, to have the last word.

Many debts of gratitude are incurred in a work of the
dimensions of this one. The encyclopedia first took shape
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Preface

in a series of conversations with Professor James Powell of
Syracuse University and Dr. Robert Neville, then of ABC-
CLIO, and I am grateful to them for their advice, as well as
to the members of the Editorial Advisory Board, who read-
ily provided assistance and counsel whenever it was
requested of them. The authors of articles deserve thanks,
not only for sharing their scholarship, but also for their for-
bearance in dealing with numerous queries and requests for
alterations or clarifications, and not least for their patience
in waiting for the work to see the light of day. Several board
members and other contributors also deserve thanks for
their readiness to step into the breach by agreeing to write
articles for which, for whatever reason, no other author
could be found. Much of the attractiveness of a work such
as this derives from its illustrations, and I am particularly
grateful to Professors Alfred Andrea, Benjamin Z. Kedar,
and Graham Loud for generously allowing the use of pho-
tographs from their own collections, and to Dr. Janus Moller
Jensen, Dr. Kristian Molin, and Dr. Samantha Riches for
their help and advice in procuring images.

Among the staff at ABC-CLIO, a great deal is owed to the
energy and enthusiasm of Wendy Roseth and to the good
sense and experience of Martha Whitt, who supported the
project during its most crucial stages, while Anna
Kaltenbach and Vicki Moran in turn provided the care that
brought it to publication. Significant contributions to the
final product were also provided by Ellen Rasmussen, who
undertook picture research; Bill Nelson (cartographer) and
George Zirfas (graphic artist), who drew maps and genea-
logical tables to the editor’s specifications; as well as Silvine
Farnell and Kathy Streckfus (copyeditors), Mary Kay
Kozyra and Lori Kranz (proofreaders), Tim Giesen (type-
setter), and Heather Jones (indexer). Thanks are also due
to Alison Miller and Patience Melnik, who acted as devel-
opment editors during the initial stages of the project.

Lastly, I am grateful to Martina Hacker and Rhiannon
Lawrence-Francis for their assistance in proofreading the
final text.

— Alan V. Murray
Leeds, 5 July 2006
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‘Abbasids

An Arab dynasty that reigned in Iraq (749-1258) and
Egypt (1261-1517). By the mid-eighth century the previ-
ous caliphal dynasty, the Umayyads (661-749), had made
many enemies, including both Shi‘ites and other members
of the Muslim community who felt that they were too con-
cerned with worldly issues and not sufficiently focused on
[slam itself. They were also weakened by rivalries among
the tribes supporting them in their chosen power-base,
Syria. Eventually a rebellion broke out in Khurasan (east-
ern Persia, Afghanistan, and other lands east of the Oxus
River). This spread to Iraq, where a descendant of
Muhammad’s uncle al-‘Abbas was proclaimed caliph with
the regnal title of al-Saffah. The last Umayyad army was
defeated in 750 in Egypt, with the Umayyad caliph,
Marwan II, being killed in the fighting.

Al-Saffal’s dynasty became known as the ‘Abbasids
after their ancestor. In succeeding to the caliphate, the
‘Abbasids became, like their predecessors, both the reli-
gious and secular leaders of the Muslim world. Initially they
based their particular claims to the caliphate on both their
kinship with the Prophet Muhammad and the fact that,
unlike others, they had taken action against a regime that
was perceived as being unjust. Later they also presented
themselves as patrons of orthodoxy, stressing their position
as guardians of Islam. They made their capital at Baghdad
in Iraq, from which most of the caliphs reigned until 1258.

The reign of Haran al-Rashid (786-809) is generally
regarded as the high point of the ‘Abbasid caliphate, par-
ticularly when contrasted with later events. His death was
followed by a civil war between his sons. This was soon fol-

lowed by a gradual decline in caliphal power, exacerbated
by financial problems, increasing domination of the caliphs
by their subordinates, and rebellions by Shi‘ites and other
disaffected elements. During this period much of the Mus-
lim world fragmented so that the provinces came to
acknowledge only nominal allegiance to the caliphs. Finally
in 945, Baghdad was taken by the Biyids (Buwayhids), a
Shi‘ite dynasty from the mountains of Daylam in Persia.
They maintained the existence of the Sunni caliphate, rul-
ing as the caliphs’ nominal subordinates until 1055. Mean-
while Egypt was taken by the Fatimids (969), who also tem-
porarily extended their influence into parts of Palestine,
Syria, and Arabia, although by the period of the crusades
much of these gains had again been lost.

In 1055, Sunni rule was restored in Baghdad when the
Saljugs took control of the city. This did little to change the
situation in the city itself, for while the Saljigs became
embroiled in the struggle for the Levant with the Fatimids
and crusaders, the caliphs remained largely impotent.
However, the collapse of Saljiiq authority enabled some of
the more vigorous caliphs to exercise their own authority
somewhat. In particular, al-Mugtafi (1136-1160) asserted
caliphal independence from the Saljigs in Iraq. His great-
grandson al-Nasir (1180-1225) not only overthrew the
Saljugs but also, through a mixture of diplomacy, military
action, and a little luck, extended caliphal territories and
warded off potential attacks from other enemies, including
the Mongols. He also made several other social, political,
and religious reforms, emphasizing in particular the pri-
macy of the caliph and even coming to a certain degree of
understanding with the Shi‘ites. The resurgence of caliphal




Abbasids

The “Abbasid Caliphs

Date of Caliph (usually noted using

Accession  given name and title)
‘Abbasid Caliphs in Iraq

749 Abu’l-‘Abbas al-Saffah

754 Abii Ja‘far al-Mansir

775 Muhammad al-Mahdi

785 Miisa al-Hadi

786 Haran al-Rashid

809 Muhammad al-Amin

813 ‘Abd Allah al-Ma’min

817 Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdi (rival)

833 Abti Ishaq al-Mu‘tasim

842 Haran al-Wathiq

847 Ja‘far al-Mutawakkil

861 Muhammad al-Muntasir

862 Ahmad al-Musta‘in

866 Muhammad al-Mu‘tazz

869 Muhammad al-Muhtadi

870 Ahmad al-Mu‘tamid

892 Ahmad al-Mu‘tadid

902 ‘Ali al-Muktafi

908 Ja‘far al-Mugqtadir (first reign)

908 ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mu'‘tazz (rival)

908 Ja‘far al-Mugtadir (second reign)

929 Muhammad al-Qahir (first reign)

929 Ja‘far al-Mugtadir (third reign)

932 Muhammad al-Qahir (second reign)

934 Ahmad al-Radi

940 Ibrahim al-Muttaql

944 ‘Abd Allah al-Mustakfi

946 al-Fadl al-Muti*

974 ‘Abd al-Karim al-Ta’i*

991 Ahmad al-Qadir

1031 ‘Abd Allah al-Q2’im

1075 ‘Abd Allah al-Mugtadi

1094 Ahmad al-Mustazhir

1118 al-Fadl al-Mustarshid

Date of Caliph (usually noted using

Accession  given name and title)

1135 al-Mansar al-Rashid

1136 Muhammad al-Mugtafi

1160 Yasuf al-Mustanjid

1170 al-Hasan al-Mustad?’

1180 Ahmad al-Nasir

1225 Muhammad al-Zahir

1226 al-Mansar al-Mustansir

1242 ‘Abd Allah al-Musta‘sim

1261 Ahmad al-Hakim I (in Aleppo, Harran and
northern Syria)
‘Abbasid Caliphs in Cairo

1261 Ahmad al-Mustansir

1262 Ahmad al-Hakim I

1302 Sulayman al-Mustakfi I

1340 Ibrahim al-Wathiq I

1341 Ahmad al-Hakim II

1352 Abt Bakr al-Mu‘tadid I

1362 Muhammad al-Mutawakkil I (first reign)

1377 Zakariyya al-Mu'‘tasim (first reign)

1377 Muhammad al-Mutawakkil I (second reign)

1383 ‘Umar al-Wathiq II

1386 Zakariyya al-Mu'‘tasim (second reign)

1389 Muhammad al-Mutawakkil I (third reign)

1406 ‘Abbas (or Ya‘qiib) al-Musta‘in

1414 Dawid al-Mu‘tadid II

1441 Sulayman al-Mustakfi II

1451 Hamzah al-Qa’im

1455 Yasuf al-Mustanjid

1479 ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Mutawakkil 1T

1497 Ya‘qab al-Mustamsik (first reign)

1508 al-Mutawakkil III (first reign)

1516 Ya‘qab al-Mustamsik (second reign)

1517 al-Mutawakkil III (second reign)

1517 Ottoman Conquest of Egypt

Adapted from Clifford Edmund Bosworth, The New Islamic Dynasties (New York: Columbia University Press, 1996).

authority was brief, however. The end came in 1258, when
the Mongols took Baghdad and put the reigning caliph, al-
Musta‘sim, to death.

Not all of the caliph’s family died in the Mongol onslaught,
and in 1261 the Mamlik sultan Baybars restored the
caliphate in Cairo. From here the ‘Abbasid caliphs reigned,

albeit in name only, until the Ottoman conquest. The last
caliph died as a prisoner of war in Istanbul in 1517.

—Niall Christie
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Abodrites

The Abodrites (Obodrites) were one of the many Slavic tribal
confederations that in the late sixth or early seventh century
settled in Germany east of the river Elbe. From the ninth to
the thirteenth centuries they became the target of intense
missionary and later crusading activity from the West.

The Abodrite confederation was composed of three major
tribes: Wagrians, Polabians, and Eastern Abodrites. Nominally
they had a king (Lat. dux or rex in the sources), but power
largely resided in the hands of princes (Lat. reguli or principes),
who were the heads of noble families. In the ninth century the
Abodrites were politically oriented toward Denmark, a con-
nection reflected in marriage bonds between the Danish and
Abodrite ruling families. In the tenth century, however, the
Holy Roman Emperors gained some ascendancy over the
Abodrites, and in 967 Emperor Otto I (936-973) established a
missionary bishopric at Oldenburg in Abodrite territory as part
of the archbishopric of Hamburg-Bremen.

Although some of the Abodrite kings nominally accepted
Christianity, the new religion made only little headway
among the Abodrites for the next 200 years or so, and there
were several pagan uprisings from the late tenth century until
the early twelfth century; on a number of occasions churches
were burned, priests murdered, and Christian ruling families
expelled by their pagan foes. Renewed efforts in the 1120s by
Archbishop Adalbero of Bremen (1123-1148) to Christian-
ize the Abodrites also failed, and soon the princes forbade all
missionary activities in their lands. Then in 1147, during the
Second Crusade, Saxons and Danes took part in a campaign
against the Abodrites and other Slavic peoples, an enterprise
approved by Bernard of Clairvaux and sanctioned by Pope
Eugenius I1I. Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony, was in overall
command of the Saxon crusaders. Even though he and his fol-
lowers agreed to leave the Abodrite lands after a crushing

defeat of the Danish crusader army, the crusade of 1147
marks a turning point in relations between the West and the
Slavs: from that point the Abodrite lands were a target area
for Saxon expansion and intense Christianization.

In 1159 King Valdemar I of Denmark (1157-1182) com-
plained to Henry the Lion that the Slavs kept raiding the coasts
of his realm, and so in 1160 Henry attacked the Abodrites once
again, devastating parts of their territories with support from
Valdemar. The Abodrite princes became vassals of the Saxon
duke and nominally accepted Christianity. However, it was
only after the Danish conquest of the island of Riigen in 1168
that the princes seem to have succeeded in extending Chris-
tianity throughout their lands by founding churches and
monasteries. Now largely Christianized, and becoming
increasingly Germanized, the Abodrite lands were integrated
into the German kingdom as the duchy of Mecklenburg.

—Carsten Selch Jensen
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Absalon of Lund (d. 1201)
Archbishop of Lund and primate of the Danish church
(1177-1201).

Absalon was born around 1128 into the Danish nobility.
After studies in Paris, he became bishop of Roskilde
(1158-1192), and he continued to occupy this bishopric in
a legally questionable double episcopacy even after becom-
ing archbishop of Lund.

As a stalwart supporter of King Valdemar I of Denmark
(d. 1182), Absalon played a vital role in attempts to secure
and enlarge the Danish realm by attacking the pagan Wends
on the southwestern coasts of the Baltic Sea. The chronicler
Saxo Grammaticus, whose Gesta Danorum is partly a eulogy
of Absalon, describes about ten expeditions between 1158
and the conquest of Riigen in 1168, all of which saw Absa-
lon in a leading role. The island of Riigen was incorporated
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into Absalon’s bishopric of Roskilde, and thereafter Danish
crusading activities targeted Pomerania. Two Cistercian
houses were established in this area at Dargun and Colbatz
in 1172-1174, probably on Absalon’s initiative.

Absalon was a prominent member of the Danish royal
council, and from 1170 he was joint head of the reorganized
national coast guard. During the first ten years of the reign
of Valdemar’s successor, Knud VI (1182-1202), Absalon in
effect functioned as the real ruler of Denmark. During this
time further expeditions were undertaken against the nom-
inally Christian Pomeranians, culminating in a victory over
Bogislaw I, duke of Pomerania, in 1185. From 1191 Danish
interest in the eastern Baltic region was renewed with cru-
sades to Finland and Estonia, and support given to Albert of
Buxhovden, archbishop of Riga. From this period until his
death, Absalon seems to have retired from active politics and
warlike activities, leaving the governance of the Danish
realm in the hands of the now adult King Knud VI and his
brother and future king Valdemar (II), duke of Schleswig.

—Torben K. Nielsen
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Acciaiuoli Family

A Florentine family of steel merchants and bankers, which
rose to prominence in the fourteenth century at the Neapoli-
tan court and in Frankish Greece. By tradition the family
originated in Brescia and in 1160, following a dispute with
Emperor Frederick I Barbarossa, moved to Florence, where
it established itself in the Borgo Santo Apostolo. By the late
thirteenth century, the Acciaiuoli were working with other
banking families, such as the Bardi and Peruzzi, and came
to prominence as the financial supporters of Charles I of

Anjou, establishing a bank in Naples sometime after he
came to power there in 1266.

The Acciaiuoli Company’s interest in Greece began when
it made extensive loans to John of Gravina, who as younger
brother of King Robert of Naples had been created prince of
Achaia in 1322. The loans financed his expedition to the
Morea and Epiros in 1325-1326, and in return the family
received the fiefs of Lechaina and La Mandria in southwest-
ern Greece. In 1334 the family passed these interests over to
Niccolo (1310-1365), a member of a cadet branch of the
family and soon to become its most distinguished scion as
grand seneschal of Naples and a friend of Boccaccio and
Petrarch; he also endowed the monastery of the Certosa out-
side Florence where he is commemorated in a magnificent
tomb and frescoes. About 1335 Niccolo went to the court of
Robert of Naples, where he became a close adviser (and
rumored lover) of Catherine of Valois and tutor to her sons.
He accompanied Catherine on an extended visit to the Morea
(1338-1341). The visit was funded by loans from the
Acciaiuoli Company, and Niccolo received many grants of
land in the Morea, including the barony of Kalamata. In 1358
he was granted the town and castle of Corinth by his former
tutee and now prince of Achaia, Robert of Taranto. On his
death in November 1365, he left substantial interests in
Greece, which were exploited by other family members.

Niccolo’s adopted nephew Nerio Acciaiuoli became lord
of Corinth by 1367 and from this base set about extending
his territories at the expense of his Catalan neighbors in the
duchy of Athens, seizing Megara, Thebes, and Neopatras.
Finally, in 1388 Nerio was able to capture the Akropolis at
Athens from his erstwhile Navarrese allies and make him-
self duke of Athens. Nerio worked with Theodore Palaiolo-
gos, despot of Morea (1380/1381-1407), to mount a con-
certed opposition to the Turks, and gave his eldest daughter,
Bartolomea, in marriage to Theodore. In the same year, he
married his second daughter, Francesca, to Carlo Tocco, lord
of Kephalonia. Nerio died on 25 September 1394, leaving
Corinth to his Tocco son-in-law. Athens he left to the clergy
of the church of St. Mary on the Akropolis under the pro-
tection of Venice. His illegitimate son by his Greek mistress
Maria Rendi, Antonio, was made lord of Thebes and Livad-
hia. In 1402 Antonio seized Athens from the Venetians and
ruled there as duke until his death in 1435. The duchy was
then divided between the grandsons of his uncle Donato:
Nerio II (1435-1451) and Antonio II (d. 1441).

On Nerio IT’s death, his infant son Francesco I (Franco)
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succeeded him with his mother Chiara Giorgio of Boudonitza
as regent. They were forced to recognize Ottoman suzerainty
as a condition of a peaceful succession. In 1452 Chiara mar-
ried the Venetian Bartolomeo Contarini, whose high-handed
behavior led to complaints from the Athenians to Sultan
Mehmed II. In 1454 the sultan summoned Contarini and
Francesco I to Istanbul, where he ordered their deposition.
Francesco I was not heard of again. The sultan replaced him
with Francesco II, the son of Antonio II, who had been
brought up at the Ottoman court, where he was conve-
niently at hand in 1454. In 1456 the Turks occupied central
Greece. Francesco IT was deposed as duke of Athens in 1458
and became an Ottoman pensioner, with the title lord of
Thebes. He was murdered in 1460 on the orders of Sultan
Mehmed II. Thus ended the line of the Acciaiuoli in Greece.
Other relatives held important ecclesiastical positions in
Greece, serving as archbishops of Patras (1360 and
1394-1400), archbishop of Thebes (1428-1450), and bishop
of Kephalonia (1427-1445). The family also produced three
cardinals: Angelo (1349-1409), Nicola (1630-1719), and Fil-

ippo (1700-1766).
—Peter Lock

See also: Frankish Greece
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Achaia

A Frankish principality in southern Greece established after
the overthrow of the Byzantine Empire by the Fourth Cru-
sade (1202-1204). The French nobles William of Champlitte
and Geoffrey I of Villehardouin undertook the conquest of

the Peloponnese peninsula (known in the medieval period
as the Morea) in 1205; the principality founded by them
reached its greatest territorial extent and influence in 1258.
However, following the capture of Prince William II of Ville-
hardouin at the battle of Pelagonia (1259) and the subse-
quent cession of Mistra, Monemvasia, and Maina in order
to secure his release (1262), Achaia continued to lose terri-
tory to the Byzantine despotate of Mistra. With the loss of
Patras in 1429, it disappeared completely from the political
map of medieval Greece.

Late in 1204 Geoffrey I of Villehardouin, nephew and
namesake of the chronicler of the Fourth Crusade, was
forced to winter in Modon as he traveled from the Holy Land
to rejoin the forces of the Fourth Crusade at Constantinople.
There he learned of the ease with which the Peloponnese
might be conquered. Early in 1205 he sought out his friend
and neighbor William of Champlitte, who was with the army
of Boniface of Montferrat, then besieging Nauplia. With
Boniface’s agreement, and accompanied by 100 knights and
400 sergeants, William and Geoffrey set out to conquer the
Peloponnese.

There are two principal sources for this campaign: the
chronicle of Geoffrey of Villehardouin (the Marshal), uncle
of Geoffrey I, and the French, Greek, and Aragonese versions
of the Chronicle of the Morea; they give slightly differing
accounts of the thrust and objectives of the conquerors and
of the fighting involved. It is generally accepted that the
Frankish army left Corinth and moved through Achaia and
Elis to Messenia, securing what ports it could on the way.
There were sieges at Patras, Kyparissia, Coron, and Kala-
mata, but only one pitched battle: this was against a force of
Epirote Greeks at Koundoura and resulted in a decisive
Frankish victory.

The sources agree that the conquest was swift and all
emphasize the conciliatory approach of the conquerors
toward the majority Greek population. The Greek archontes
(magnates) in the region were assured of their status, prop-
erty, inheritance customs, and the free practice of the Greek
Orthodox faith. On this basis they seemed to have been pre-
pared to accept Frankish overlordship and even to cooper-
ate with their conquerors. William of Champlitte distributed
lordships to his principal followers and was addressed by
Pope Innocent III in a letter of 19 November 1205 as prin-
ceps totius Achaie provinciae (prince of the entire province
of Achaia). In 1206/1207 a Latin bishop was installed in
Modon and a new diocese at Andravida was created at the
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instigation of Champlitte. Yet in all this it is easy to overlook
the fact that the conquest was still partial. The Greek gar-
risons at Corinth and Argos held out against the Franks until
1210 and 1212, respectively, and the Skorta region in the
southeast of the peninsula was not reduced until the 1250s.

In 1208 William of Champlitte returned to France, where
he died by early 1209. His partner in the conquest, Geoffrey
[ of Villehardouin, was acknowledged as prince of Achaia by
Henry, the Latin emperor of Constantinople, at the parlia-
ment of Ravennika in May 1209. The following month he
was also recognized by the Venetians in the Treaty of
Sapienza, which confirmed their rights to the towns of
Modon and Coron in the southwest of the Peloponnese. In
1210 Geoffrey I brought his wife and family from Cham-
pagne and subsequently captured Corinth (1210), Nauplia
(1211), and Argos (1212) and extended his rule over Arca-
dia and Laconia. Castles played an important role in the
holding of his conquests, which might indicate that not all
was such plain sailing as might be implied by the Chronicle
of the Morea. To defray the cost of the construction of one
of these castles, Chlemoutsi (Clermont), Geoffrey seized
ecclesiastical property; he was excommunicated by Pope
Honorius 11, a situation that was settled in 1223. This gives
us the one secure date for the construction of any of these
castles of the conquest period.

Geoffrey I returned to France in 1228, leaving the succes-
sion in Achaia to his two sons Geoffrey II (1228-1246) and
William IT (1246-1278). During these years, Achaia emerged
as the dominant power in Frankish Greece. Its rulers pro-
vided military, naval, and financial support for the Latin
emperors in Constantinople. They married into the ruling
family of the Latin Empire and the higher Frankish and
Greek families of the Morea. The culture and chivalry of their
court were widely known in Western Christendom, and
William joined the Crusade of Louis IX to the East in
1249-1250. Soon afterward he completed the conquest of
the Peloponnese with the capture of Monemvasia and the
Skorta region and the erection of castles at Mistra, Maina, and
other sites in the Taygetos Mountains. The year 1258 and his
victory over the lords of Athens and Thebes represented the
high point of the fortunes and aspirations of the principality.

In 1259 William allied himself with Michael, ruler of
Epiros, against the Empire of Nicaea. His defeat and capture
at the battle of Pelagonia led to the destabilizing of the prin-
cipality. In 1261, in return for his liberty, he was forced to
concede Mistra, Monemvasia, and Maina to Michael VIII

Palaiologos, ruler of the restored Byzantine Empire. There-
after, the principality was subject to continual wars and raids
as it sought to reassert control of the Peloponnese; during
this period, the princes appealed to outside interests in the
hope of stopping the Greek reconquest.

The first such power was the Angevin dynasty of Naples,
which had broader interests in attacking the Byzantine
Empire. By the Treaty of Viterbo (24 May 1267), Prince
William II ceded the principality to Charles I of Anjou, king
of Naples, while retaining a life interest in his realm. The
treaty was accompanied by a marriage agreement whereby
William’s daughter Isabella would marry Charles’s son
Philip of Taranto, who would succeed William and thus cre-
ate rulers of the Morea with Villehardouin blood and pow-
erful backing in the west. In June 1270 Charles sent a dele-
gation to the Morea to receive oaths of loyalty from the
principal baronage, and on 28 May 1271 the marriage took
place in Trani. Philip died in 1277 leaving no heirs, and when
William himself died on 1 May 1278 the title to the princi-
pality passed to Charles of Anjou. The Angevins ruled the
Morea through a series of baillis (regents) with limited suc-
cess until 1289, when the marriage of Philip’s widow Isabella
to Florent of Hainaut provided a resident prince of Achaia.
Florent was popular in the Morea and successfully resisted
the Byzantines and reasserted Villehardouin claims to
suzerainty in Greece. He died unexpectedly in January 1297,
leaving a widow and a three-year-old daughter, Mahaut, who
was betrothed to Guy II, duke of Athens.

During the late 1290s, Angevin interests were turning to
Epiros, and the principality was increasingly involved in
Epirote affairs rather than its own defense. In 1301 Isabella
married Philip of Savoy, and the couple were invested with
the principality despite severe misgivings on the part of the
Angevins as to the support Philip would provide in their
wider interests. Charles II of Anjou deposed Philip after he
lost the confidence of the Moreote barons and invested his
own favorite son, Philip of Taranto, with the principality. In
June 1306 Philip of Taranto made his only visit to Greece to
campaign against the Greeks of Mistra. Before his return to
southern Italy, he appointed Guy II of Athens (d. 1308) as
his bailli in the Morea. Isabella maintained the claim that she
and her husband had to the principality from Hainaut,
where she died in 1311.

On 29 July 1313, a series of marriages took place that were
orchestrated by the Angevins of Naples and designed to set-
tle and reinforce Angevin ambitions in the Aegean. One of
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these marriages was that of Mahaut, daughter of Isabella of
Villehardouin and widow of Guy II of Athens, to Louis of
Burgundy, who now became prince of Achaia. In 1314 Fer-
rando of Mallorca married Isabella of Sabran, first cousin to
Mahaut and the daughter of Isabella’s sister Margaret. In the
summer of 1315, he landed at Glarenza to claim the princi-
pality in right of his wife. By August 1316 two battles had
been fought between the claimants in the Morea, and both
were dead. The territory of the principality had shrunk to the
western coastal strip; Messenia was in Venetian hands, and
the Byzantines held the rest.

In January 1322 King Robert of Naples granted the prin-
cipality to his younger brother John of Gravina. This sixth
Angevin proposal for the government of the Morea was the
first that did not involve a Villehardouin descendant.
Mahaut was imprisoned in Italy, where she died in 1331,
bringing to an end the line of the Villehardouins of Achaia.
In December 1332 John exchanged Achaia for Durazzo
(Dyrrachion) and the title to the kingdom of Albania. The
other party in this exchange was John’s sister-in-law Cather-
ine of Valois, the titular Latin empress of Constantinople and
widow of Philip of Taranto, the former prince of Achaia.

Lords (1205-1260) and

Princes of Achaia (1260-1432)
William I of Champlitte 1205-1209
Geoffrey I of Villehardouin 1209-1228
Geoffrey II of Villehardouin 1228-1246
William II of Villehardouin 1246-1278
Charles I of Anjou 1278-1285
Charles II of Anjou 1285-1289
Florent of Hainaut 1289-1297
Isabella of Villehardouin 1289-1307
Philip of Savoy 1301-1306
Philip of Taranto 1307-1313
Louis of Burgundy 1313-1316
Mahaut of Hainaut 1313-1318
Robert I of Naples 1318-1322
John of Gravina 1322-1332
Catherine of Valois 1332-1346
Robert of Taranto 1346-1364
Philip of Taranto 1364-1373
Joanna I of Naples 1373-1381
James of Les Baux 1381-1383
Peter of San Superan 1396-1402
Centurione II Zaccaria 1404-1432

Between November 1338 and June 1341, Catherine was in
Achaia with her two sons and her close adviser Niccolo
Acciaiuoli. Despite their best efforts, the situation in the
Morea continued to deteriorate, and the principality became
effectively reduced to a small area in the northwest of the
Peloponnese. As princes of Achaia, Catherine’s sons ruled
through baillis and did not visit the Morea: Robert died in
1364, and Philip in 1373. The title then passed to Joanna I,
queen of Naples, whose claim was disputed by James of Les
Baux, the nephew of Philip of Taranto and titular Latin
emperor of Constantinople. James remained in Taranto but
hired Navarrese mercenaries to enforce his claims in Greece.
Yet a resident prince, rather than a titular ruler, was
required, as Turkish raids intensified and Byzantine military
pressure was maintained.

Attempts to interest the house of Mallorca and the Hos-
pitallers in the defense of the Morea during the 1370s proved
abortive, as both found the defense and resuscitation of the
principality of Achaia a task beyond their resources. Effec-
tive control passed to the Navarrese Companies, whose
commander, Peter of San Superan, became captain and
vicar general of the principality of Achaia (1386); he declared
himself hereditary prince of Achaia (1396-1402) in the
absence of any viable Angevin claimant, a title that was con-
firmed by King Ladislas of Naples and by Pope Boniface IX.
His wife, Maria Zaccaria, took the title of regent until 1404,
when she passed the claim to the principality to her nephew
Centurione II Zaccaria, who became the twenty-first and last
prince of Achaia, which was finally lost to the Byzantines in
1432. In 1460 the Peloponnese was conquered by the
Ottoman Turks.

—Peter Lock

See also: Castles: Greece and Cyprus; Fourth Crusade
(1202-1204); Frankish Greece
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Acre

Acre (mod. ‘Akko, Israel) was the main port of the Latin
kingdom of Jerusalem after its capture by King Baldwin I in
1104. After four years of Muslim occupation (1187-1191),
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the city was the capital of the kingdom until its fall to the
Mamliks in 1291. Acre formed part of the royal demesne,
although from 1231 to 1242 it experienced self-government
when it was ruled by a body including both noblemen and
burgesses opposed to Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor
and regent of the kingdom of Jerusalem.

Acre’s Muslim population was massacred soon after the
crusader conquest, and there was no permanent Muslim
community throughout the Frankish period, although a few
Muslims resided there for some years. Most of the city’s
Eastern Christians and Jews apparently remained in the city
after the conquest, but Frankish settlers rapidly became the
dominant group within the population. By the second
decade of the twelfth century, the city was the major Levan-
tine destination of crusaders, Western immigrants, and
merchants, and the exclusive port for pilgrims. The city’s
multiple economic functions as market and transit station

Capture of Acre by Richard I of England and Philip IT of France. (Library of Congress)
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Castle and moat of Acre. (Library of Congress)

offering logistical support to these groups fostered its eco-
nomic and demographic growth.

The urban configuration inherited from the Fatimid
period was largely maintained, despite some large-scale
construction in the Frankish period. The city had an irreg-
ular layout within the wall protecting it on its northern and
eastern flanks and lacked a center. Its artificial harbor, pro-
tected by two breakwaters, opened to the south into the Bay
of Acre. The harbor remained unchanged during the Frank-
ish period, despite the constant increase in maritime traffic.
It could accommodate many ships, yet by the late twelfth
century large vessels had to anchor in the bay, from which
barks conveyed passengers and goods to the shore. By 1169
the Hospitallers had apparently built a large structure along
the northern city wall, and the Templars had an even larger
one in the southeastern corner of the city. The two military

orders enlarged their possessions in Acre by acquisitions and
exchanges of real estate. However, their property lacked a
quasi-extraterritorial status, in contrast to that granted by
successive kings to the quarters belonging to Genoa (1104),
Venice (1110), and Pisa (1168). The citizens of these mar-
itime powers resident in Acre tended to live in their respec-
tive national quarters, which also offered accommodation to
merchants and pilgrims.

Acre reached the peak of its development between 1191,
when it was recaptured by the Christian forces of the Third
Crusade (1189-1192), and 1291, when it fell to the Mamliks.
During that century it replaced Jerusalem as the political,
ecclesiastical, cultural, and artistic center of the kingdom,
taking advantage of the growing Mediterranean trade. At the
time of Saladin’s conquest in 1187, there was still vacant
space within the urban wall, yet this was no longer sufficient
after 1191. The large-scale relocation of population from ter-
ritories remaining under Muslim rule generated the rapid
growth of a new suburb, called Montmusard, to the north of
the Old City. The arrival of further individual refugees, the
royal court and administration, and the Latin patriarch of
Jerusalem and other ecclesiastical institutions, along with
Western immigration, furthered the expansion of construc-
tion in the suburb. Between 1198 and 1212, Montmusard
was enclosed along its northern and eastern flanks by two
walls separated by a barbican, and the outer wall was
extended in order to reinforce the defense of the Old City.
After 1191 Marseilles obtained a quarter of its own, while the
Teutonic Order, established in 1198, also acquired property
in that urban region. The Order of Thomas of Canterbury
was transferred in 1227-1228 to Montmusard, and new
ecclesiastical and charitable institutions were established
there. The Hospitallers, who enlarged their compound by
massive construction until around 1235, were compelled by
lack of space (around 1250 or somewhat later) to erect a large
building in Montmusard to house the conventual brothers.
Eventually the Old City became densely built up, yet the dis-
tribution of population within its walls was uneven. Close to
the harbor, the royal quarter of the Chain, named after the
chain that protected the harbor, had the heaviest concen-
tration of inhabitants. By contrast, Montmusard was never
completely built up and retained a semirural character. Two
sets of maps, the models of which were drawn around 1320,
reflect the urban configuration of Acre shortly before 1291.

Commercial life was concentrated in the Old City. The
large-scale privileges and autonomy enjoyed by the maritime
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powers did not exempt their citizens and their goods from
the regular inspections carried out upon arrival or departure
at the royal customs. The land toll station (Fr. fonde) was sit-
uated on the eastern side of the city. It controlled the pas-
sage of goods between the city, its rural hinterland, and
emporia under Muslim rule such as Damascus. The mar-
itime toll station was located within the royal quarter of the
Chain. Eastern Christians served in both these offices. Espe-
cially in the fonde, they contributed in large measure to the
continuity of the Fatimid commercial taxation system,
although the latter underwent changes in the Frankish
period. The main urban arteries joined the harbor to the
royal fonde, and these installations to the Italian quarters.

The influx of immigrants from the West after 1191
enhanced the multi-ethnic and multilingual character of
Acre’s society. The Frankish population included speakers
of French and Occitan (Provengal), in addition to a mer-
cantile component of overwhelmingly Italian origin, mainly
concentrated in the Genoese, Venetian, and Pisan quarters.
These maritime powers established and consolidated per-
manent governmental institutions in their respective quar-
ters after 1191. They strongly resisted the attempts of Acre’s
bishops to extend their authority over ecclesiastical bodies
in their respective quarters. Their governmental and eccle-
siastical institutions enhanced “national” attitudes. In addi-
tion, numerous ecclesiastical and charitable institutions
acted as focuses of collective identity based on common ori-
gin or language for other settlers and pilgrims. Thus the Teu-
tonic Order, established in the Old City, presumably
attracted German speakers, while the northern tip of Mont-
musard was known as the English neighborhood. The East-
ern Christians (called Syrians by the Franks) were divided
among several religious communities, each of which
retained its own churches and monasteries. The number of
these institutions was small compared with the Latin ones,
yet the location of several of them in Montmusard implies
an influx of Eastern Christians after 1191. Some of them were
attracted by economic opportunities, while others were pre-
sumably refugees, mostly from Frankish territories con-
quered by the Muslims in 1187 or in the thirteenth century,
or else from Syrian cities threatened or attacked by the
Mongols around 1260. Contrary to past claims, there was no
official residential segregation between Franks and other
inhabitants in Acre.

In the thirteenth century, the rivalry in the Mediterranean
between the three major Italian maritime powers several

Walls of Acre, probably of Mamliik or Ottoman construction.
(Courtesy Alfred Andrea)

times led to warfare in Acre. Pisa and Venice built walls sur-
rounding their respective quarters, and Genoa fortified the
entrances to its own. In addition, the compounds of the Hos-
pitallers and the Templars became self-contained urban
entities clearly separated from their surroundings. As a
result the Old City witnessed the physical partitioning of its
space in the course of the thirteenth century. The so-called
War of St. Sabas (1256—-1258), the most severe clash between
the Italian maritime powers, inflicted heavy damage upon
Acre. The victory of Venice and Pisa over Genoa put an end
to the existence of the Genoese quarter and community in
the city.

The heterogeneous composition of Acre’s population was
mirrored by its hybrid material culture. Frankish buildings
in Acre displayed the major trends in Western contemporary
architecture and monumental sculpture and the passage
from Romanesque to Gothic, as evidenced by the various

1



Acre, Siege of (1189-1191)

stages of construction in the Hospitaller compound. The
presence of a Frankish clientele in the Levant and the con-
stant stream of Western visitors called for commercial book
production and the copying of popular historical and fic-
tional works. The contribution of Eastern ecclesiastical insti-
tutions and communities in Acre to painting, the minor arts,
and crafts has been underestimated so far. Icons, painted
panels, and other devotional objects were certainly impor-
tant, yet also many artifacts and mementos reflected East-
ern culture and the artistic traditions of the Levant and
regions further east. Their production, a major branch of the
urban economy, was especially geared toward the numerous
pilgrims, who were mostly from the West but also included
Eastern Christians visiting Acre. Everyday life in the city was
continuously reshaped by the dynamic interaction between
its various communities, with their respective attitudes, cul-
ture, and artistic traditions, and by their collective encounter
with a large transient population.

The geopolitical conditions resulting from the First Cru-
sade (1096-1099) and the Christian conquest of Acre created
a unique conjunction of favorable factors, which account for
the city’s development in the twelfth and thirteenth cen-
turies. These factors were abruptly eliminated by the fall of
the Frankish states in 1291, after which the city lay in ruins
for several centuries.

—David Jacoby

See also: Economy of the Levant; Jerusalem, (Latin)
Kingdom of
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Acre, Siege of (1189-1191)

The siege of Acre (mod. ‘Akko, Israel) was the determinative
military action of the Third Crusade (1189-1192). The Mus-
lim leader Saladin had captured and garrisoned the port city
in the aftermath of his great victory at Hattin in 1187. Guy of
Lusignan, king of Jerusalem, was released from captivity in
1188 and began collecting forces from among the Franks of
Jerusalem and new arrivals from the West. In August 1189
Guy marched to Acre and set up camp on the hill of Toron to
the east of the city. Saladin marched to Acre’s relief but was
unable to either dislodge Guy or prevent fleets bringing rein-
forcements from all over western Europe. The Christians dug
adouble line of ditches across the Acre peninsula, protecting
themselves from both Saladin’s field army and the city gar-
rison. A long struggle of attrition ensued, a combination of
naval blockade, artillery duel, and trench warfare. Twice
Egyptian galley fleets broke through, only to be immobilized
in the harbor, their crews needed to man the walls. The rem-
nant of the German expedition arrived in October 1190, that
of Philip II Augustus of France in April 1191, and that of
Richard I of England on 8 June. Early in July sections of the
wall were brought down by mining.

Forced to stay permanently at arms and fearing the con-
sequences if Acre were taken by storm, the heroic but now
exhausted garrison surrendered on 12 July. They were to be
ransomed in return for 200,000 dinars, the release of 1,500
prisoners held by Saladin, and the restoration of the relic of
the True Cross, all to be handed over by 20 August. As the
banners of the kings of France and England were raised over
Acre, so0 too was the standard of Leopold V, duke of Aus-
tria, leader of the small German contingent. Richard’s sol-
diers tore it down, as neither he nor Philip had any inten-
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tion of letting Leopold claim a share of the booty. By 20
August Saladin had not paid even the first installment of the
ransom; perhaps he could not, perhaps he was trying to
delay things. The crusaders wished to advance toward
Jerusalem and could not afford to leave 3,000 prisoners
behind in Acre. In the afternoon the captives were slaugh-
tered, only the garrison commanders being spared. Accord-
ing to the chronicler Ambroise, the Christian soldiers
enjoyed the work of butchery.

For Saladin the loss of the city and the Egyptian fleet was

a heavy blow. For nearly two years the siege gripped the
attention of both Muslim and Christian worlds; Western
contemporaries compared it to the siege of Troy. The fact
that Saladin himself remained nearby throughout the siege
demonstrates its importance in his eyes. Its outcome made
possible the century-long survival of the coastal rump of the
kingdom of Jerusalem.

—John Gillingham
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Acre, Siege of (1291)

The siege of Acre (mod. ‘Akko, Israel) by the Mamliks of
Egypt, lasting from 5/6 April to 28 May 1291, resulted in the
Muslim conquest of the city and brought about the end of
the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem.

Following an attack by Italian crusaders on the Muslim
population of Acre in August 1290, the Egyptian sultan
Qalawiin repealed a ten-year truce that had been concluded
with the kingdom in 1283 and moved against Acre, but died
shortly after he had left Cairo (10 October 1290). His son al-
Ashraf Khalil arrived before Acre on 5 April 1291 with a large
army. Acre had 30,000-40,000 inhabitants, who were joined
in the defense of the city by 700-1,200 knights and
14,000-18,000 infantry, including the Italian crusaders,
members of the military orders, and 200-300 knights
brought in later by Henry II, king of Cyprus and Jerusalem.

The Mamlik forces were considerably larger, and had many
siege machines of varying sizes.

The siege began on 6 April. On its western and southern
side, Acre was protected by the sea, the Templar castle at the
southwestern point, and the harbor fortifications. The north-
eastern walls around the suburb of Montmusard were
guarded by Templars and Hospitallers. The northeastern
point and the eastern walls were defended by the troops of
the kingdom commanded by Henry’s brother Amalric of
Lusignan, an English contingent led by Otto of Grandison, a
French contingent under John of Grailly, and troops of
Venice, Pisa, and the commune of Acre. The Mamliks con-
centrated their attacks on the St. Anthony’s Gate complex
linking Montmusard with the old city and on the northeast-
ern point, which was fortified by a barbican (King Hugh’s
Tower) and a tower (King Henry’s Tower) at the outer wall
and another tower (the Accursed Tower) at the inner wall.

Sorties by the Templars and Hospitallers in mid-April
failed, resulting in heavy Frankish casualties. King Henry
arrived at Acre on 4 May with reinforcements and asked for
a truce, which Khalil declined. On 8 May, King Hugh’s
Tower had to be abandoned. King Henry’s Tower and parts
of the outer wall collapsed on 15 May. The following day, as
the Muslims attempted to storm the city, they were fended
off by a sortie of the Hospitallers under the marshal
Matthew of Clermont. On 18 May, the Mamliks attacked the
fortifications between St. Anthony’s Gate and the Accursed
Tower with full force and managed to enter the city. There
were insufficient vessels for the inhabitants to escape by sea.
The Templar Roger Flor supposedly sold the space on a gal-
ley he had seized for outrageous sums of money. King
Henry, his brother Amalric, Otto of Grandison, John of
Grailly, and the Hospitaller master John of Villiers escaped
to Cyprus. The patriarch of Jerusalem, Nicholas of Han-
napes, drowned after he allowed so many refugees on his
boat that it sank. The Templar master William of Beaujeu
and the Hospitaller marshal were killed fighting against the
onrushing Mamliks.

Those unable to escape found refuge in the Templar cas-
tle, and were offered unhindered retreat in exchange for its
surrender. On 25 May, Muslim troops entered the castle to
supervise the Franks™ departure, but as they supposedly
molested the Frankish women and children, they were killed
by the Templar garrison. When the marshal Peter of Sevrey
went to Khalil to explain the incident, he was seized and
beheaded. Meanwhile, the Muslims had undermined the
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castle walls, which collapsed on 28 May, ending the siege.
The fall of Acre marked the end of the Frankish states in
Outremer. The Mamliiks’ systematic destruction of Acre and
other coastal cities made any future return of the Frankish
population unviable.

The main sources for the siege of Acre are the Gestes des
Chiprois, the anonymous De excidio urbis Acconis, and the
works of Thaddaeus of Naples, Marino Sanudo, Abu’l-Fida’,
al-Jazari, and al-Maqrizi.

—Jochen Burgtorf
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Adela of Blois (d. 1137)

Wife of the crusader Stephen (Stephen-Henry), count of
Blois, and recipient of two surviving letters sent by her hus-
band in the course of the First Crusade (1096-1099).

A daughter of William I, king of England, Adela was
probably born between November 1067 and May 1068.
Around 1083 she wed Stephen (originally named Henry),
the designated heir to the counties of Blois, Chartres, and
Meaux, who was some eighteen to twenty years her senior.
Already a mother when her father-in-law died (1089), the
young countess exercised comital lordship alongside her
husband and was well placed to rule in his stead when he
joined the First Crusade. As Stephen admitted in the second
of the two extant letters he sent from the East, Adela under-
wrote that venture, doubtless by tapping the liquid assets
she had received in dowry. The language and content of
those letters speak both to the mutual trust and affection the
couple had developed and to the count’s confidence in his
wife’s capacity to rule. Any plans to entrust one of their five
sons to Alexios I Komnenos (a possibility transmitted by
Stephen) came to naught once the emperor’s reputation
plummeted in the West.

When Stephen returned to France with his reputation
shaken, having left the crusade at Antioch (mod. Antakya,
Turkey), Adela advised him to complete his pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, if only to avoid excommunication. She resumed

her role as regent at the close of 1100, when Stephen (now
in his early fifties) set out for the Holy Land at the head of
a large host. Late in 1103, returning clerics well-known to
the couple, such as Stephen’s chaplain Alexander and
Bishop Ingelran of Laon, confirmed Stephen’s heroic death
at the second battle of Ramla (May 1102); the countess,
publicly affirming her status as a ruling widow, made a
spate of bequests for his soul. Most significantly, she dedi-
cated their youngest son to God at Cluny’s priory of La Char-
ité-sur-Loire, where the recently freed Odo Arpin, who had
fought alongside Stephen in 1102, soon became prior.

After assisting her brother Henry as he worked to sup-
plant Robert Curthose as duke of Normandy, in the spring
of 1106 Adela hosted lavish nuptial celebrations for Bohe-
mund I of Antioch and her former sister-in-law Constance
“of France,” during which Bohemund, mounting the pulpit
of Chartres cathedral, outshone the legate, Bruno of Segni,
as a preacher of crusade. Ironically, circulating at the time
was a reworked version of the anonymous Gesta Francorum,
which, in order to strengthen Bohemund’s claims to Anti-
och, added damning attacks on Stephen, who had been
largely favorable to Alexios. However, those to whom the
count was well-known, such as Guibert of Nogent, Baldric of
Dol, and Robert the Monk, were prompt to deflate such
rhetorical recourse to invective. The next year (1107), Adela
substituted her son Thibaud for William as their father’s des-
ignated heir, generously assisted Pope Paschal II on his
French tour, and prepared the way for her correspondent
Baldric, abbot of Bourgueil, to be consecrated archbishop of
Dol (1107).

Ruling until she took the veil at Marcigny (spring 1120),
Adela proved a caring mother and able administrator, train-
ing her children (at least six, and possibly eight) for adult
lives appropriate to their abilities and studiously increasing
comital revenues in her husband’s share of the Thibaudian
family’s domains. Most likely as prioress, she spent her final
seventeen years securing her convent’s domains, interven-
ing in the counties she used to rule, and tracking the turbu-
lent politics after Henry I’s death that made her son Stephen
king of England and duke of Normandy, with the help of his
brothers Henry and Thibaud. Dying on 8 March 1137 and
buried at Marcigny, Adela was commemorated widely across
England and northern France.

—Kimberly A. LoPrete
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Adelaide del Vasto (d. 1118)
Queen of Jerusalem (1113-1117) as third wife of King
Baldwin .

Born around 1075, Adelaide was a daughter of Manfred del
Vasto (d. 1079), a member of the Aleramid dynasty of Lig-
uria. After the death of her first husband, Count Roger I of
Sicily (1101), she acted as regent for their sons Simon (d.
1105) and Roger II. In September 1113 she married Baldwin
[ of Jerusalem; the marriage brought a large cash dowry, but
was contracted under the condition that if it produced no
heirs, the kingdom of Jerusalem was to pass to Roger II on
Baldwin’s death. With no heir having been born by the win-
ter of 1116-1117, a serious illness of Baldwin raised the
prospect of a Sicilian succession, and a section among the
kingdom’s ruling class, led by the Patriarch Arnulf, forced the
king to repudiate Adelaide, a move made easier by the fact
that his second wife was still living. Adelaide returned to Sicily
in April 1117, and died on 16 April 1118.

—Alan V. Murray
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Adhemar of Le Puy (d. 1098)
Bishop of Le Puy and legate of Pope Urban II during the First
Crusade (1096-1099).

Adhemar was born in France around 1045, the son of a
nobleman from the Valentinois. He may have been a mem-
ber of the cathedral chapter of Valence; he became known
as an advocate of the Gregorian reform movement. About
1079/1080 he was elected bishop of Le Puy. Shortly after
1086, together with Raymond of Saint-Gilles, count of
Toulouse, Adhemar called for reinforcements to fight in
Spain against the Almoravid caliph Yasuf.

Before Pope Urban II made his appeal for an expedition
to the East at the Council of Clermont (27 November 1095),
he had previously contacted Adhemar in the south of France
and asked him to act as his representative with the status of
legate (Lat. legatus a latere) to administer spiritual support
to the crusaders on their expedition to Jerusalem. Adhemar
took the cross at the conclusion of Urban’s crusade sermon
at Clermont, and left for the East with Raymond of Saint-
Gilles in October 1096.

By the time the crusade armies crossed into Asia Minor,
Adhemar was recognized as their spiritual head. In addi-
tion, as the leading role of the Byzantine emperor in the
crusade diminished, Adhemar increasingly came to figure
as the military leader of the crusade. An encyclical letter to
the West from Adhemar and the patriarch of Jerusalem,
Symeon II, dating from the first weeks of the siege of Anti-
och (autumn 1097-June 1098), reported on the progress of
the crusade and urged that all of those who had taken the
cross but had failed to set out should be excommunicated
unless they had fullfilled their vows by the following Easter.
In all probability, Adhemar and Symeon discussed plans
for the liberation of the Eastern churches. After the con-
quest of Antioch, Adhemar reinstated the Greek Orthodox
patriarch, John IV Oxeites, and recognized his canonical
authority over all clergy in his patriarchate, Latin as well
as Greek. Adhemar’s early death on 1 August 1098 during
an epidemic made him a near-legendary figure in the per-
ception of his contemporaries. He was buried in the cathe-
dral of Antioch. In 1125 his remains were translated back
to a more splendid tomb at Le Puy on the initiative of his
Successor.

—Klaus-Peter Kirstein

See also: Clermont, Council of (1095); First Crusade
(1096-1099)
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Adrianople, Battle of (1205)

A battle between the Bulgarians under their ruler, Kalojan,
and an army of Franks under Baldwin I, the new Latin
emperor of Constantinople, who was trying to suppress a
revolt by the Greeks in Thrace.

Without waiting for the return of all the Franks then cam-
paigning in Asia Minor, Baldwin led a small army (140
knights and their followers) from Constantinople (mod.
Istanbul, Turkey), accompanied by Enrico Dandolo, doge of
Venice, and Louis of Blois, duke of Nicaea, and joined up with
a small force under Geoffrey of Villehardouin. The Frankish
army took up a position outside Adrianople (mod. Edirne,
Turkey) on 29 March 1205 but was able to blockade only two

gates and was very short of supplies. Kalojan arrived with a
large army including 14,000 Cumans to help the besieged (13
April). The fighting on the first day (14 April) was inconclu-
sive, but the crusaders suffered many losses when the
Cumans feigned flight to draw their enemy into pursuit. That
evening a war council issued strict orders that the army
should await the enemy attack without moving. On 15 April
the Cumans rode right up to the Franks’ lines, and, despite
the agreed battle plan, Louis of Blois led his men in pursuit
of them and called on Baldwin to follow. The Franks were
picked off individually, and the battle ended in a disastrous
defeat, with Louis dead and the emperor captive. The sur-
vivors joined the rearguard under Geoffrey of Villehardouin,
who led a disciplined retreat to Rodosto.

The news of the battle provoked a mass flight of Latins
from Constantinople (7,000 according to Villehardouin)
and encouraged further revolts by the Greeks. The Latin
Empire was seriously weakened by the loss of manpower and
the interregnum, which lasted until news of the death of
Emperor Baldwin in captivity reached Constantinople.

—Peter S. Noble
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Al-Afdal (d. 1122)
Military vizier and effectively dictator of Fatimid Egypt
(1094-1122).

A Muslim convert of Armenian origin, al-Afdal was the
son and successor of Badr al-Jamalii, whose military inter-
vention in 1073 in the civil war that ravaged Egypt restored
order in the country and kept the Fatimids in power. Al-
Afdal misjudged the aims of the First Crusade (1096-1099)
and offered the crusaders cooperation against the Saljigs.
His military response to the advance of the crusaders on
Jerusalem was slow, and the army he dispatched to Ascalon
(mod. Tel Ashqelon, Israel) suffered a bitter defeat by the
crusaders (12 August 1099).
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In the wake of the defeat, al-Afdal introduced military
reforms and incorporated Turkish military slaves into the
Fatimid army. Under his rule Egypt enjoyed a period of sta-
bility and prosperity, but the privileged position of Isma‘ili
[slam in the country was eroded. However, in 1122 al-Amir,
the ruling caliph, had al-Afdal assassinated and took the
reins of power into his own hands.

—Yaacov Lev
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Afonso | Henriques of Portugal
(c. 1109-1185)
First king of Portugal (1128-1185), best known for the cap-
ture of Lisbon from its Muslim inhabitants on 24 October
1147 with the aid of crusaders bound for the Holy Land.
The son of Henry of Burgundy (named count of Portugal
around 1097) and Teresa, illegitimate daughter of Alfonso VI
of Castile (1065-1109), Afonso Henriques was only five years
old on the death of his father (1112). Following his mother’s
regency, Afonso began to exercise independent authority in
1128, styling himself king of Portugal after 1139. Four years
later, he declared himself a liegeman of St. Peter, although the
papacy did not formally recognize his kingship until 1179.
During the 1140s Afonso worked to extend his authority into
the Muslim-held regions south of the river Tagus. As part of
his efforts, Afonso sought the support of the Templars,
endowed by his mother with their first holdings in the region
at Soure in 1128. The king’s initial assault on Lisbon, made
with the assistance of English ships in 1140 or 1142, was a fail-
ure, but in the spring of 1147 he captured the nearby town of
Santarém in preparation for another assault on Lisbon.
Earlier that year, Afonso had exchanged letters with
Bernard of Clairvaux, who may have sought support for his
campaign while preaching in Germany and the Low Coun-
tries. It is not clear when Afonso became aware of the fleet
of Anglo-Norman, Flemish, and German crusaders depart-
ing for the Holy Land from Dartmouth in England in May
1147. However, when the fleet arrived at Oporto, arrange-
ments were made for a meeting outside Lisbon between
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King Afonso I of Portugal. (Hulton-Deutsch Collection/Corbis)

Afonso and the crusaders’ representatives, who agreed to
assist in an assault on the city. After months of siege, the
Muslims surrendered to the Portuguese king on 24 October.
Much of Afonso’s subsequent reign was spent consolidating
his gains and struggling against the Almohads. He died on
6 December 1185.

—Brett Edward Whalen

See also: Portugal; Lisbon, Siege of (1147); Second Crusade
(1147-1149)
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Afonso V of Portugal (1432-148l)

King of Portugal (1438-1481), known as “the African” (Port.
Afonso o Africano) from his campaigns against Muslim
North Africa.




Africa

The son of King Duarte of Portugal and Leonor of Aragon,
Afonso was only six years old when his father died. The
king’s minority caused a conflict over the regency, which was
controlled by a faction headed by his uncle, Prince Peter
(1439), until the latter was finally overthrown and killed at
the battle of Alfarrobeira (1449) at the hands of an army led
by the king. The victory of the young monarch was contem-
porary with an attempt to relaunch the holy war against the
Muslims of North Africa by promoting the writing of a
chronicle describing the conquest of Ceuta (1449): this was
the Cronica da Tomada de Ceuta por El Rei D. Jodo I by
Gomes Eanes de Zurara, which highlighted the crusading
credentials of the Portuguese Crown by underlining the
continuity of the campaigns in Africa with the peninsular
Reconquest, and by stressing the presence of soldiers of sev-
eral nations among the fighters. The same purpose also led
the king to renew the memory of Prince Ferdinand, who had
been martyred in Africa after the disaster of Tangier (1437),
as well as the deeds of Prince Henry the Navigator in the con-
quest of the African coast.

The king’s enthusiasm for holy war meant that he was
receptive to proposals for a crusade against the Turks, advo-
cated by his kinsmen Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy,
and Frederick III, Holy Roman Emperor. By the end of 1455
the king declared his adherence to the project, taking his cru-
sade vow on 25 July 1456, the feast day of St. James, the holy
warrior and protector of the Iberian Peninsula. However, the
failure of this initiative brought the king back to African proj-
ects, which culminated in the conquest of Alcacer-Ceguer
(1458) and the campaigns against Tangier (1463-1464). In
order to defend the Portuguese possessions in Africa, the
king sought to gain the interest of the nobility and endorsed
the writing of chronicles by Gomes Eanes de Zurara on the
deeds of Pedro de Meneses and Duarte de Meneses, who held
the cities of Ceuta and Alcacer-Ceguer in the name of the
king. At the same time, he tried to make use of the men and
resources of the military orders, by placing the administra-
tion of the Order of Christ under his own command and by
obtaining two papal bulls (1456 and 1462), which obliged the
military orders to build convents in Africa and to spend at
least a third of their income there. The reactions of the
Orders of Christ and Santiago were unfavorable to the king,
since they obtained from Pope Paul II the revocation of the
previous decisions (1464), while reminding the king that the
military orders were founded to defend Portugal and not to
fight in Morocco.

In spite of these adversities, the king continued his
African campaigns with the conquest of Arzila and Tangier
(1471), and developed a new interest in the western parts of
Morocco, looting Casablanca (1468-1469) and taking con-
trol of Larache. It was only then that he finally abandoned
his African plans. Responsibility for overseas policies was
handed over to his heir, Prince John, while Afonso became
involved in Castile’s political crisis by making a claim to the
throne of that kingdom (1474-1476). Unable to secure his
rights, he traveled to France looking for an alliance with King
Louis XI. While there he developed a desire to travel incog-
nito on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, which he never accom-
plished.

—Luis Filipe Oliveira
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Africa

The Africa with which the crusaders were familiar stretched
from Egypt to the Atlantic Ocean, divided between the Nile
Valley to the east and the bloc of the Atlas to the west by the
Sahara, which reaches the sea at the base of the Gulf of Syr-
tis. In the Middle Ages, Cyrenaica belonged as a rule to
Egypt, while Tripolitania belonged to Ifrigiya. Ifrigiya, com-
prising Tripolitania, Tunisia, and eastern Algeria, was the
former Byzantine province of Africa, which had become an
independent state following the Arab conquest, with its cap-
ital at Qayrawan. By the middle of the eleventh century the
former provinces of Mauretania in western Algeria and
northern Morocco were occupied by a string of little Mus-
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lim capitals of which the most important were Fes and
Tlemcen, in the midst of a tribal Berber countryside. Ifrigiya
enjoyed close relations with Muslim Sicily, while to the west
the main connections were with Muslim Spain.

Together these lands formed the Maghrib, the Muslim
West. They were bound together by routes running east and
west, by land and sea, from Muslim Spain to Egypt. At var-
ious points these routes branched away southward across
the Sahara to the Bilad al-Saidan (Land of the Blacks).
Exploited by North African merchants and the nomads of the
desert, these Saharan routes brought gold and slaves from
this largely pagan region. Within a predominantly rural
Berber population, a literate Arabic population was centered
on the cities. Under the rule of Islam, the native Christian
population had been reduced to a small minority in the main
cities and the oases of southern Ifrigiya, its five Roman bish-
oprics about to disappear.

The Cirisis of the Eleventh Century

The middle of the eleventh century was a time of crisis. The
dynastic state of the Zirids in Ifrigiya disintegrated, while
nomads from the Sahara captured both Fes and Tlemcen to
found a new empire. The two events were not unconnected.
The Zirids at Kairouan owed their allegiance to the Shi‘ite
Fatimid caliphate in Egypt, but switched in 1048 to the
Sunni ‘Abbasid caliphate at Baghdad. This was done to turn
the tables on the Sunni jurists who governed public opinion,
on rebellious tribes in the south, and on their cousins the
Hammadids in the highlands of Ifrigiya to the west. The
attempt to build a new empire failed at the battle of
Haydaran in 1052, when the Zirid army was ambushed by
Arab Bedouin tribes of the Bana Hilal, migrating into the
country from the east. The Sultan Mu‘izz ibn Badis was
driven to take refuge in Mahdia on the Tunisian coast in
1057, and return to his Fatimid allegiance in 1058.

Over the next half century the Zirid dominions were
reduced to a collection of city-states and tribal lordships,
while the Hammadids retreated from the highlands to their
new city of Bejaia (Bougie) on the coast. The countryside was
occupied by the warrior tribes of the Bana Hilal at the begin-
ning of their expansion across North Africa to Morocco.
Meanwhile the Sunni jurists of Kairouan had inspired the
mission of Ibn Yasin to the Berber tribes of the western
Sahara, inciting them to form the Almoravids (Arab. al-
Murabitin), an army of believers “bound together” for an
attack upon the enemies of Islam at home and abroad. Hav-

ing conquered the western Sahara in the 1050s, and taken
control of the trans-Saharan trade from Sijilmasa in the
north to Awdaghust in the south, the Almoravids crossed the
High Atlas to found Marrakesh in 1070, and capture Fés and
Tlemcen by 1085.

The outcome was a historic reversal of roles. Since the
time of Carthage, the center of power in North Africa had
lain, along with the center of civilization, in the far northeast.
Roman power had mapped that civilization on the ground,
confining the tribal Berbers (literally “the barbarians”) to the
mountains, or excluding them from the empire with the for-
tified line of the frontier. The Arabs had remained largely
within this Roman boundary, simply substituting Kairouan
for Carthage as their capital. But the Arabs’ identification of
the Berbers as a Muslim nation had opened the way to their
entry into the new civilization, until the point at which the
tribesmen of the desert, far beyond the Roman frontier,
declared themselves the champions of that civilization. As
Ifrigiya disintegrated, the Almoravid capital of Marrakesh in
southern Morocco transferred the center of power in North
Africa from the far northeast to the far southwest. There it
remained for the next two hundred years, in the hands of
peoples who had hitherto been beyond the pale.

The Empires of the Almoravids and Almohads

This destiny was assured, and its fate eventually deter-
mined, by confrontation with the Christian enemy in Spain
and Sicily, where the second half of the eleventh century was
equally critical. While the Normans slowly conquered Sicily
between 1060 and 1095, the fall of Toledo to Castile in 1085
led to the invasion of Spain by the Almoravids; by the time
of the death of their emir Yasuf ibn Tashfin (1105), Muslim
Spain had been incorporated into his empire. The annexa-
tion of this highly civilized land in such a great cause gave
that empire a grandeur and a substance that it otherwise
lacked, and ensured the permanence of its achievement in
North Africa. Under Yasuf’s son ‘Ali, Marrakesh grew rich
and cultivated in the Andalusian manner. But ‘Ali himself
was a pious prince, no warrior like his ferocious father. His
government was fettered by the legalism of the jurists on
whom he relied, while the Almoravids themselves remained
foreign and unpopular. On both counts the Almoravids
were challenged by yet another Berber prophet, Ibn Tamart,
aman from the Atlas to the south of Marrakesh, who formed
the Berbers of the mountains into yet another militant Mus-
lim community and army for the conquest of empire: the
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Almohads (Arab. al-Muwahhidin), “Unitarians” who pro-
claimed the Oneness of God.

The message of Ibn Ttmart was the opposite of that of Ibn
Yasin, the prophet of the Almoravids. He brought to the
Maghrib the doctrine of the great revivalist al-Ghazali, to the
effect that the ramifications of the law elaborated by the
Almoravid jurists of the Maliki school obscured the truth of
the Qur’an. In bringing this doctrine to the Berbers of the
High Atlas, Ibn Tamart declared himself to be the Mahdi,
that s, the one sent from God with the divine light to restore
the world to perfection. Denouncing the Almoravids at Mar-
rakesh, he took refuge in the mountains to the south, where
his community of regimented tribesmen was inherited after
his death in 1130 by his chosen caliph, or successor, ‘Abd al-
Mu’min. At the death of ‘Aliin 1142, Abd al-Mu’min opened
a campaign that culminated in 1147 with the capture of Mar-
rakesh and the massacre of its rulers. He then inherited their
empire, and went on not only to recover but to enlarge it.

Not all of Muslim Spain submitted, and it was 1172 before
his son finally reunited the country. ‘Abd al-Mu’min’s great
achievement in the 1150s was to add Ifriqiya to the empire,
and thus to unite the whole of North Africa. He did so as a
man of destiny, with the added provocation of the occupa-
tion of the Ifrigiyan coast by the Normans of Sicily. After the
repulse of an attack upon Mahdia in 1123, the conquest of
Ifrigiya took place between 1134-1135 and 1153-1154,
beginning with the island of Jerba, going on to the Kerken-
nah islands and Tripoli (mod. Tarabulus, Libya) in
1145-1146, and ending at Bone (Annaba) in 1153-1154. It
centered, however, on the capitulation of Mahdia in 1148,
and the flight of the last Zirid sultan, Hasan, to Marrakesh.
Only Tunis had escaped. After his conquest of the central
Maghrib in 1152-1154, ‘Abd al-Mu’min came in 1159-1160
to take Tunis, drive the Normans from Mahdia, and annex
the whole of Ifriqiya, which was reconstituted as a province
of the empire with Tunis as its capital. What remained of
native Christianity probably disappeared with the Normans.
The unification of North Africa by the Islam of the Berbers
was then complete, an achievement that survived the break-
up of the empire in the middle of the thirteenth century.

Over such a distance from Marrakesh, Ifrigiya neverthe-
less remained a problem down to the eve of the empire’s
decline and fall. For twenty years Almohad control was
threatened by the last of the Almoravids, who invaded
Ifrigiya from the Balearic islands in 1184, and by Qaraqush,
one of Saladin’s mamliiks (slave soldiers) out to win a

dominion for himself in the west. A major expedition of the
caliph al-Nasir was required to drive them down into the
Sahara in 1205. Ifrigiya was then entrusted to one of the
great Almohad princes, who finally defeated the Almoravids
in 1209, and went on to found the Hafsid dynasty at Tunis.
This achievement, however, was almost immediately fol-
lowed by the defeat of the Almohad army in Spain by the
Christians at Las Navas de Tolosa (1212), which fatally
undermined the power and authority of ‘Abd al-Mu’min’s
dynasty. Its rule finally broke down after 1229 in conflict
between the caliphs and the Almohad shaykhs. Spain was
lost, while the establishment of the Marinids at Fés confined
the last of the dynasty to Marrakesh, until it too fell to the
Marinids in 1269. In 1236, the Hafsid ruler of Tunis declared
his independence, and in 1253 his successor claimed the
caliphate, although neither was able to reconstitute its
empire. Ifrigiya became a family dominion, with a second
capital at Bejaia. The Marinids at Fes and the ‘Abd al-
Wadids (Zayyanids) at Tlemcen divided Morocco and west-
ern Algeria between them.

The Later Middle Ages

The Marinids and ‘Abd al-Wadids were both dynasties of
nomadic Berber origin. From 1235, the latter turned Tlem-
cen into a capital that flourished on the transit trade in West
African gold to Europe. The Marinids at Fes, on the other
hand, aspired with greater determination than the Hafsids
to re-create the old empire. At Feés they built a new citadel
and a series of religious colleges to create an educated class
of scholars in the tradition of the Maliki school. Abroad, their
imperialism dominated North Africa for the next hundred
years. A series of expeditions to Spain between 1275 and
1285 was followed by a determined attempt to conquer
Tlemcen between 1295 and 1307. The climax came in the
middle of the fourteenth century, beginning with the capture
of Tlemcen by the sultan Abu’l-Hasan in 1337, continuing
with his defeat in Spain in 1340 and the loss of Algeciras in
1344, and culminating between 1347 and 1357 in successive
invasions and retreats from Ifrigiya by Abu’l-Hasan and his
son Aba ‘Tnan. Disputed successions frustrated further
adventures, and by the fifteenth century the Marinid domin-
ion had shrunk back to Fes. The power of the Hafsids, by
contrast, revived between 1394 and 1488 under two long-
lived sultans, with the ironic result that under these heirs of
the Almohads, the center of political gravity in North Africa
returned to its former location in the northeast.
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The best testimony to the interrelationship of the post-
Almohad rulers of North Africa is that of the historian Ibn
Khaldin in the second half of the fourteenth century. A
scion of the Spanish Muslim diaspora prompted by the
Christian conquest of the greater part of Muslim Spain in
the middle of the thirteenth century, he served all three
dynasties in turn. At the same time he is the prime witness
to the irony that under these great Berber dynasties, North
Africa was being steadily Arabized. Partly this was because
Arabic was the language of literacy; partly because of the
prestige of an Arab and especially Sharifian genealogy,
claiming descent from the Prophet himself; but increas-
ingly because of the spread of a Bedouin Arabic vernacu-
lar across the countryside from east to west. This phe-
nomenon was a consequence of the establishment of the
warrior Arab tribes of the Bana Hilal as an estate of the
Almohad realm, joining the government of a makhzan,
“magazine,” state of tax and rent collectors. Under this fis-
cal regime, poor Bedouin were forced into cultivation
together with displaced or newly subjected peasants, form-
ing new semitribal communities, frequently under some
Sufi saint. With the population in flux, the old Berber lan-
guages shrank back toward the mountains where the
Romans had confined their speakers. The Sufi saints,
meanwhile, were colonists bringing the land under culti-
vation. Patronized by government, their residences grew
into monastery-like ensembles of tombs, mosques, col-
leges, and hostelries with important economic, social, and
political functions. At the other extreme they were leaders
of popular rebellions against fiscal oppression.

Relations with Europe

The commercial economy meanwhile profited from the
growing markets of western Europe and the regions south
of the Sahara. Manufactures, many from across the Mediter-
ranean, were sent across the Sahara in exchange for slaves
and gold, which then were largely exported to Europe,
together with the produce of North Africa itself: wool (called
Merino, from Marinid), leather, and wax (from Bejaia or
Bougie, whence Fr. bougie, “wax candle”). Sea trade was in
the hands of Italians and Catalans, as was sea power, except
in the Strait of Gibraltar, kept by the Moroccan fleet until
1344. Commerce dictated generally good relations with
Europe, governed by treaties that extended to churches for
the Christian mercenaries employed at Tunis. North African
piracy, however, was a major activity, and together with

Christian piracy contributed to intermittent hostilities.

Ifrigiya in particular was once again exposed to invasion,

first of all by King Louis IX of France in his crusade to Tunis

in 1270, then by the Aragonese in Sicily, who for fifty years

(1284/1285-1335) occupied Jerba and the Kerkennah

islands. Piracy was the provocation for the brief recapture of

Jerba by the Genoese and Pisans in 1388, and the siege of

Mahdia by the French and Genoese in 1390.

In the fifteenth century the Reconquista (the Christian
reconquest of Iberia from the Muslims) extended across the
Strait of Gibraltar with the Castilian sack of Tetuan in 1399,
and the Portuguese capture of Ceuta in 1415. As the Moroc-
can state weakened, Tangier, Arzila, and Larache were taken
by the Portuguese in 1471, and Agadir, Agouz, Safi, Maza-
gan, and Azemmour further south on the Atlantic coast
between 1505 and 1514; the motive was crusading zeal
mixed with the commercial development of the route around
Africa. Following the conquest of Granada in 1492, and the
death of the last great Hafsid sultan in 1488, the Spaniards
took Melilla in 1497, and Mers el Kebir, Oran, Bejaia, and
Tripoli between 1505 and 1510, together with the Pefions, the
offshore islets of Velez, Alhucemas, and Algiers; in their case,
crusading zeal was specifically combined with defense
against the piracy that their expulsion of the Moors from the
peninsula had converted into a form of holy war. The out-
come was the Ottoman conquest of the Hafsid and ‘Abd al-
Wadid dominions, and the creation of the Sharifian Empire
of the Sa‘dians in Morocco, two revolutions that established
the modern states of North Africa.

—Michael Brett
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Ager Sanguinis, Battle of (1119)
A battle fought in the Ruj Valley (Syria) in 1119 between the
Franks of Antioch, under Roger of Salerno, and a Turkish
coalition led by the Artagqid leader Iighazi.

The name of the battle (Ager Sanguinis means “Field of
Blood”) reflects its disastrous outcome for the Christian
forces. The most detailed account of the fray was written by
the chancellor of Antioch, Walter, who was an eyewitness to
events. His account contrasts the defeat in 1119 with Roger’s
successful campaign against the Turks in 1115, which had
culminated in victory at Tell Danith. In 1119 Ilghazi had col-
lected a large army, said to have numbered 40,000, to attack
Antioch as part of a campaign to secure Aleppo for himself.
It is likely that Roger’s earlier success at Tell Danith had
made him overconfident: although he appealed for help
from King Baldwin II of Jerusalem and Count Pons of Tripoli
when he heard of the threat, he did not wait for reinforce-
ments to arrive, but on 20 June he led out the army of Anti-
och. Tlghazi was informed by his scouts of the Antiochene
army’s weakness, and he decided on an immediate attack.
He surrounded the enemy camp and Roger was forced to
give battle. Few of his knights escaped the slaughter, and
Roger himself was killed.

The Christian prisoners of war were treated with brutal-
ity both on the battlefield and in Aleppo: most of them were

put to death in ways graphically described by Walter the
Chancellor. However, the Turks did not follow up their vic-
tory as was undoubtedly expected. The principality of Anti-
och was effectively defenseless, with its army destroyed and
its prince killed, but the Latin patriarch, Bernard of Valence,
rallied the inhabitants and sent an urgent message to sum-
mon help from Baldwin II of Jerusalem. Meanwhile, Iighazi
devoted himself to celebrating his victory, so much so (his
detractors reported) that he became ill. This gave time for
Baldwin to bring up his troops. He consulted Patriarch
Bernard and Roger’s widow, Cecilia (Baldwin’s sister), and
it was decided that the king of Jerusalem would act as regent
of the principality during the minority of the acknowledged
heir, Bohemund II, who was a boy of ten and still in Italy.
Baldwin then brought the Turks to battle at Hab (1119); the
outcome was ambiguous, but it ended the Turkish threat for
the near future.
—Susan B. Edgington
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Agnes of Courtenay (d. c. 1185)

Daughter of Joscelin II, count of Edessa, and first wife of King
Amalric of Jerusalem.

Agnes married Amalric (then count of Jaffa) around
1157, despite still being married to Hugh of Ibelin, lord of
Ramla. When Amalric succeeded to the throne in 1163,
opposition among the ruling class obliged him to divorce
Agnes before his coronation, although their two children,
Baldwin IV and Sibyl, were legitimized. Agnes remarried
and withdrew from public life until Baldwin’s accession as
king (1174). From that point, as queen mother, she used
patronage in a way that aroused enmity and inspired
rumors of illicit love affairs. Agnes improved the fortunes
of one faction at the court of King Baldwin IV, often by act-
ing against Count Raymond III of Tripoli. In 1179 she influ-
enced the appointment of Aimery of Lusignan as constable,
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and then in 1180 she advised her son to choose Guy of
Lusignan as Sibyl’s husband, Humphrey IV of Toron as
Princess Isabella’s husband, and Eraclius of Caesarea as
patriarch of Jerusalem (thus passing over William of Tyre).
She died probably in early 1185.

—Deborah Gerish
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Aila and lle de Graye

Fortified oasis (mod. al-‘Agaba, Jordan) at the head of the
Gulf of ‘Agaba, controlling the desert route between Cairo
and Damascus during the time of the kingdom of Jerusalem.

The site was virtually deserted when King Baldwin I of
Jerusalem reached the Red Sea in winter 1116; however, Aila
was still in Muslim hands in 1154, and it was probably not
until the 1160s that a Frankish castle was established.
Although consistently referred to as Ayla in Arabic sources,
this castle lay some 15 kilometers (c. 91/2 mi.) southwest of
the earlier Islamic town on an offshore island on the oppo-
site side of the gulf, known since the nineteenth century as
the Ile de Graye, or Pharaoh’s Island (in mod. Egypt).

In December 1170 the island castle was taken by Saladin,
who refortified it and installed a garrison. In November 1181
the lord of Transjordan, Reynald of Chétillon, raided Aila,
and during the winter of 1182-1183 he attempted unsuc-
cessfully to blockade the Muslim garrison with two ships.
The castle was again attacked in April 1184. By 1217, how-
ever, when the pilgrim Thietmar passed along the shore, the
island was occupied by a fishing village, inhabited by Mus-
lims and captive Franks. The castle was finally abandoned

by its Mamluk governor in favor of one in present-day
al-‘Aqaba sometime in the 1320s.
—Denys Pringle
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Aimery of Limoges (d. 1196)

Latin patriarch of Antioch (1140-1165 and 1170-1193/
1196), one of the longest serving senior clerics in the Latin
Church of Outremer.

Aimery was born in France around 1110, and studied in
Toledo. He was appointed archdeacon of Antioch after 1136,
and elected patriarch of Antioch on the deposition of Ralph
of Domfront (1140). Aimery’s rapid rise owed much to the
prince of Antioch, his fellow countryman Raymond of
Poitiers, with whom he enjoyed good relations; after Ray-
mond’s death in battle (June 1149), Aimery played a major
role in the regency government of Raymond’s widow Con-
stance. However, in 1153 the patriarch was imprisoned by
the new prince, Constance’s second husband, Reynald of
Chatillon, who had tried to seize church property. Released
on the intervention of King Baldwin III of Jerusalem, Aimery
went into exile in Palestine. He conducted the marriage of
Baldwin IIT to Theodora Komnene (1158) and accompanied
Baldwin to Antioch when he went to meet the Byzantine
emperor Manuel Komnenos (Easter 1159), and was restored
by Reynald to the patriarchate shortly afterward.

Aimery was again called to play a role in government
when the young prince Bohemund III was captured by Nar
al-Din (August 1164). Manuel secured Bohemund’s release,
but only on condition that the prince appoint a Greek to the
patriarchate, and in 1165 Aimery withdrew to his castle at
Cursat. In 1170 he was restored when the Greek patriarch,
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Athanasios, died from injuries sustained in an earthquake.
A fresh dispute broke out over Bohemund’s repudiation of
his Greek wife, Theodora (1180), leading to fighting in the
principality until a compromise was brokered by Baldwin IV
of Jerusalem. Although Aimery was able to fend off Greek
claims to the patriarchate of Antioch, he could do little to
prevent the loss of most of its territorial jurisdiction to the
conquests of Zangi, Nar al-Din, and Saladin.

He cultivated good relations with the Eastern churches,
and paved the way for a settlement by which the Maronites
accepted union with the Latin Church. He died between 1193
and 1196 and was buried in the cathedral of Antioch.

—Alan V. Murray
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Aimery of Lusignan (d. 1205)

The second Frankish ruler of Cyprus (1194-1205) and, by
his marriage to Queen Isabella I, also king of Jerusalem
(1197-1205).

The eldest son of Hugh VIII, lord of Lusignan, Aimery
arrived in Outremer around 1174 and married into the
Ibelin clan. In 1180 he became constable of the kingdom and
proposed his brother Guy as a second husband for the king’s
sister, Sibyl. Aimery supported his brother’s claim to the
throne against Count Raymond III of Tripoli in 1185 and
against Conrad of Montferrat in 1190, but in 1192 he gave
up his constableship and joined Guy on the island of Cyprus,
which Guy had purchased from King Richard I of England.

Upon Guy’s death (1194), Aimery took power over the

island. By 1197 he had received papal approval to establish

a Latin episcopate in the Cypriot Church and obtained a royal

title from Emperor Henry VI, who welcomed suzerainty over

Cyprus as an extension of his own authority. Aimery was

willing to recognize imperial overlordship as a protection

against Byzantium, the former ruling power in Cyprus;

Aimery’s new title also forestalled any claims from the main-

land. In fact, with new Muslim attacks on the kingdom of

Jerusalem after 1196, the barons there urged their ruler,

Henry of Champagne, to come to a rapprochement with

Aimery. They reached an accord in 1197 by which Aimery

gained control of Jaffa, now under attack, and sent men to

hold the city.

On the death of Henry of Champagne (September 1197),
Aimery was advanced by the nobles, the military orders,
and the German crusaders as a husband for his widow,
Queen Isabella I. Aimery ruled Cyprus as king and
Jerusalem as king-consort until his death in 1205, govern-
ing each realm separately. Overall, both lands enjoyed rel-
ative peace. As king of Jerusalem, Aimery commissioned the
Livre au roi, a treatise on legal practices from the twelfth-
century kingdom that promoted the crown’s power,
although its claims were undermined by baronial jurists
later in the thirteenth century.

—Deborah Gerish
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Aintab

Aintab (mod. Gaziantep, Turkey) was a fortress in the Frank-
ish county of Edessa, a strong defensive site on major lines
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of communication between the city of Edessa (mod.
Sanlurfa, Turkey) and the West and between Marash (mod.
Kahramanmaras, Turkey) and Turbessel (mod. Tellbagar
Kalesi, Turkey).

The impressive surviving citadel, on a partly artificial high
mound, is mostly late Mamlik work but was important in
the Frankish period. During the First Crusade (1096-1099)
the crusader Baldwin of Boulogne marched past Aintab in
the winter of 1097-1098, and it was certainly under Frank-
ish control from 1116. It was attacked by Zangr’s general
Sawar in early 1136. In 1151 it was transferred to Byzantine
control by Beatrix, wife of the captive Count Joscelin II of
Edessa, but it was taken shortly afterward by Mas‘ad I,
Saljiq sultan of Ram. Captured by Nar al-Din in 1155,
Aintab was one of the last of the Zangid fortresses to be taken
by Saladin in his campaign against Aleppo in 1183, and
thereafter the town expanded greatly under the rule of the
Ayyubids and Mamliks.

—Angus Stewart
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Alberic of Troisfontaines (d. 1251/1252)

Monk and chronicler of Troisfontaines, a Cistercian
monastery at Chalons-en-Champagne.

Alberic’s universal chronicle provides an invaluable
glimpse of how crusading and related activities were viewed
from a minor French cloister. Written primarily between
1227 and 1240, it devotes substantial passages to the Fourth
(1202-1204) and Fifth Crusades (1217-1221), the battle of
Las Navas de Tolosa (1212), the Albigensian Crusade
(1209-1229), and the so-called First Children’s Crusade
(1251). In general, his chronicle shows an evenhanded
enthusiasm for crusading, whether against Muslims, schis-
matic Christians, or heretics. Undoubtedly informed by oral
sources, Alberic’s understanding of the period’s crusading
activity was also shaped by his exceptional use of available
documents, including letters of Pope Innocent III and Bald-

win I, first Latin emperor of Constantinople, as well as Peter
of Vaux-de-Cernay’s Hystoria Albigensis. Alberic’s detailed
and occasionally confused presentation of events preceding
and during the Fourth Crusade is of particular interest,
given the tendency of modern scholars to single out the Latin
capture of Constantinople (1204) as an especially egregious
violation of the crusading ideal, sentiments that were foreign
to his contemporary perspective. Alberic probably died
around 1251 or 1252.
—Brett Edward Whalen
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Albert of Aachen

Author of the Historia Iherosolimitana, a contemporary and
influential account in Latin of the First Crusade (1096-1099)
and the first generation of Frankish settlement in Outremer
(1099-1119). The writer’s name is not recorded before the
fourteenth century, but there is textual evidence that he was
based in the German city of Aachen (Fr. Aix-la-Chapelle),
where Albert was a common name. Although he did not take
part in the expedition or ever visit Qutremer, Albert wrote a
long, detailed narrative, using mainly the testimony of par-
ticipants who returned to the Rhineland, with some admix-
ture of legendary material, probably from vernacular poetry.
His uncritical use of these partial sources means that his
work has the strengths and weaknesses of oral history: at
best it is colorful, immediate, and convincing; at worst it has
errors and inconsistencies in topography and chronology
and in reporting names, plus the distortions of personal
reminiscences.

The first six books of the Historia recount the First Cru-
sade, starting with the pilgrimage of Peter the Hermit to
Jerusalem, his appeal to the pope, his preaching, and the
movement known as the People’s Crusades. This circum-
stantial and coherent account, which includes the attacks on
the Jews of the Rhineland (1096), was responsible for Peter’s
acceptance as instigator of the crusade, an idea only chal-
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lenged in the nineteenth century. After book 1, Albert cen-
ters his Historia on Godfrey of Bouillon, his brother Baldwin,
and their followers. Thus it complements the eyewitness
accounts of Raymond of Aguilers, Fulcher of Chartres, and
the anonymous Gesta Francorum, and gives unique detail
about a range of greater and lesser characters and events for
the period 1096-1099. Since Godfrey became ruler of the
new state of Jerusalem (1099-1100) and his brother Baldwin
I succeeded him as king (1100-1118), there is much of
interest in books 7-12 as well, notably concerning the Cru-
sade of 1101, the disputes between monarchy and patriar-
chate in Jerusalem, and the conquest by the Franks of the
maritime cities of Palestine. Albert’s information for this
period was evidently fragmentary, reflecting his reliance on
oral testimony, but where it can be checked against, for
example, Fulcher of Chartres, Anna Komnene, or Ibn al-
Qalanis, it is found to be largely reliable. The last two books
(11-12) cover more than a decade (1108-1119) in increas-
ingly brief and annalistic style, and the work stops abruptly
in the middle of an anecdote.

Albert’s autograph text does not survive. The Historia
was much copied in the twelfth century, and the part relat-
ing to the First Crusade was a major source for William of
Tyre’s chapters about the expedition. Thereafter Albert’s
work was eclipsed by William’s, and in the later Middle Ages
his reputation remained strongest in the Rhineland. In
1584 Reiner Reineck published the first printed edition,
which was reprinted by Jacques Bongars (1611) and in the
Patrologia Latina (1854). The Historia was subjected to crit-
ical scrutiny by Heinrich von Sybel in the nineteenth cen-
tury and, in spite of a vigorous defense by Bernhard Kugler,
for much of the succeeding century it was widely dispar-
aged. Nonetheless, the Historia remains an indispensable
source for the period. Where it disagrees with the partici-
pants’ accounts of the First Crusade on matters of fact, then
the eyewitnesses must be preferred. Where, however, it
offers a different opinion or interpretation, then its status
as an independent account written outside the circles of
Frankish and papal influence should be respected. Most
problematically, where its information is uncorroborated,
there is a need for great critical caution.

—Susan B. Edgington
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Albert of Bekeshovede
See Albert of Buxhovden

Albert of Buxhovden (d. 1229)
The third bishop of Livonia (1199-1229).

Albert was born around the year 1165 into an influential,
ministerial, knightly family of Buxhovden (or Bekeshovede)
in the archbishopric of Hamburg-Bremen. A close relative of
Archbishop Hartwig II, as a young man Albert became a
canon of the cathedral in Bremen. He also served as head of
the cathedral school.

In March 1199 Albert was appointed as the new bishop
of Livonia following the violent death of Bishop Bertold the
previous year. However, it was only in the summer of 1200
that Albert visited Livonia for the first time. He used the
intervening time very effectively to obtain papal support for
the crusades in Livonia and also to make arrangements with
the Danish king, Knud VI; his brother (and future king)
Duke Valdemar of Schleswig; and Absalon, archbishop of
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Lund. Albert also met with the king of Germany, Philip of
Swabia, in Magdeburg during Christmas 1199 to ask for his
support. Finally, Albert gathered a substantial army of cru-
saders in Liibeck and arrived in Livonia in the summer of
1200 accompanied by no less than twenty-three ships.

In Livonia the fighting between the crusaders and the Livs
began at once. Bishop Albert soon found the village of Uxkiill
(mod. Ikskile, Latvia) unsuited as the seat of his diocese, as
it was too far from the more accessible coastal regions.
Instead he made plans for an entirely new ecclesiastical and
urban center at Riga, founded in 1201.

In only a few years Riga became the most important reli-
gious and economic center in the region, while Albert
installed German knights as vassals in the surrounding
country to secure his position. Albert had thus secured a
permanent and strong Christian presence in the region, cre-
ating a gateway for merchants, crusaders, and clerics alike.
Also of great importance was the foundation in 1202 of a
new knightly military order, the Sword Brethren, by a Cis-
tercian monk called Theoderich, who was a close associate
of Albert. Theoderich and Albert thus secured a permanent
military force in the region but also paved the way for future
disputes and conflict. In 1207 Albert met again with King
Philip and persuaded him to accept Livonia as a principal-
ity of the empire.

From 1210 onward Albert was in continual conflict with
the Sword Brethren over the government of the conquered
territories. This also came to involve an ever-increasing
conflict with Danish crusaders in the northern provinces of
Estonia, where Albert’s claims to supremacy were opposed
by both the Sword Brethren and the Danes. In 1225 the papal
legate William of Modena intervened and to some extent set-
tled the dispute with the Sword Brethren.

During his episcopate Albert sought to loosen his depen-
dency on the archbishopric of Hamburg-Bremen, orienting
himself more toward Magdeburg; he evidently intended to
have Riga raised to an archbishopric, but he did not realize
this aspiration. Bishop Albert died on 17 January 1229 and
was buried in the cathedral church of Riga.

—Carsten Selch Jensen
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Albert Suerbeer (d. 1272/1273)
Archbishop of Prussia (1246-1255) and Riga (1255-1272/
1273).

Albert was born in Cologne (mod. KéIn, Germany) in the
late twelfth century. As a canon of the cathedral of Bremen,
he was appointed bishop of Riga in 1229 by the archbishop
of Hamburg-Bremen, Gerhard II; the cathedral chapter of
Riga, however, chose a Premonstratensian canon from
Magdeburg by the name of Nicholas, whose election was
approved by Pope Gregory IX in 1231. Albert was made arch-
bishop of Armagh in Ireland in 1240, but after taking part in
the Council of Lyons (1245), he was appointed as archbishop
of Prussia, Livonia, and Estonia by Pope Innocent IV (1246).
A few months later he was also made papal legate for these
lands and for Holstein, Riigen, Gotland, and Russia. The
pope ordered the Prussians to hand over to the archbishop
all the lands that had formerly belonged to the late Bishop
Christian of Prussia, including a castle in what is believed to
have been the newly founded town of Konigsberg (mod.
Kaliningrad, Russia), then in the hands of the Teutonic
Order in Prussia. It is likely that Albert desired to control the
order by establishing his archbishopric in the town.

The Teutonic Order refused to accept the archbishop’s
attempts to establish supremacy, and the conflict between
them intensified in the following years. The order’s diplo-
macy brought about the loss of Albert’s position as legate,
and eventually the pope was persuaded to move him to Livo-
nia, appointing him as the first archbishop of Riga in 1255.
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In his new see Albert continued his struggle against the mil-
itary and political power of the order. In 1267 he allied him-
self with Gunzelin, count of Schwerin, in what was intended
as a joint strike against both the order and the pagans in
Livonia. The plan failed, however, and the following year
Albert was taken prisoner by Otto von Lauterberg, the
order’s Livonian master. He was only released after prom-
ising not to make any complaints to the pope and to desist
from opposing the order. Sometime between November
1272 and March 1273, Albert died, without having been able
to reduce the power of the Teutonic Order in the Baltic lands.
—Carsten Selch Jensen
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Albert of Vercelli (1149/1152-1214)

Latin patriarch of Jerusalem (1205-1214). On the death of
King Aimery of Jerusalem (1205), Pope Innocent III trans-
lated Albert, bishop of Vercelli, to Jerusalem to provide
leadership for the Latin Church in Outremer at a time when
the rulers of Jerusalem and Cyprus were minors, and the suc-
cession to Antioch was disputed.

Albert was already an experienced papal diplomat. As
papal legate to the East, he excommunicated Prince Bohe-
mund IV of Antioch in 1208 for his murder of Peter, the
Latin patriarch there. In the same year, Albert initiated the
search for a husband for Queen Maria of Jerusalem, and in
1210 he crowned John of Brienne as king. Before this, he had
steered the barons of the kingdom in negotiations over a new
treaty with Egypt. When Maria died in 1212, Albert’s sup-
port for John against dissident barons proved decisive.
Albert also mediated in the quarrel between Hugh I of
Cyprus and his bailli (regent), and he used his legatine
authority to oversee the election of a new archbishop for
Nicosia.

Albert’s interest in the regulation of devotional life,
already demonstrated in the rule he had devised for the
Humiliati, led a group of hermits living on Mount Carmel to
ask him to write a rule for them. The resultant rule, a model

of conciseness marked by a strong penitential piety, formed
the basis for the Carmelite Order. In 1214 Albert was assas-
sinated during the Holy Cross Day procession in Acre by the
former master of the Hospital of Santo Spirito in Ivrea,
whom he had previously removed from office. He is cele-
brated as a saint in the Carmelite calendar.
—Andrew Jotischky
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Albigensian Crusade (1209-1229)

A crusade fought against heretics over a wide area of south-
ern France, stretching from the delta of the Rhone in the east
as far as Agen in the west and from the Pyrenees north as far
as Cahors. The origins of the crusade lay in two differing but
related areas: the political and social history of Languedoc
in the twelfth century, and the growth of the Waldensian and
Cathar heresies.

Political Background

In the absence of any influence by the kings of France, the
region was divided between two great families that struggled
for hegemony. The counts of Toulouse held territory that
covered the whole diocese of Toulouse, Quercy, the Rou-
ergue, the Agenais, and the marquisate of Provence. They
also exercised overlordship in the Rhone delta and Valley, in
parts of the Auvergne, and in part of the county of Foix. The
other important family was the counts of Barcelona, who
from 1137 were also kings of Aragon. They had very little ter-
ritory in the region, apart from the county of Provence,
which they had gained through marriage in 1112, on the
eastern side of the Rhone. However, they often opposed the
counts of Toulouse through the Trencavels, viscounts of
Béziers and Carcassonne, who dominated the Béziers-Car-
cassonne-Albi region and were frequently clients and from
1179 vassals of the king of Aragon. Along the coastal strip
were the small principalities of Montpellier and Narbonne,
which maneuvered to maintain their independence during
the twelfth century. A series of wars forced them into alliance
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with Aragon, and in 1198 Count Raymond VI of Toulouse
acknowledged his failure to control the coastal strip when he
signed the Treaty of Perpignan with the king of Aragon. This
left him with his lands divided between the Rhone delta and
the Toulousain to the west. During the twelfth century
Toulouse was an object of interest to the dukes of Aquitaine,
who claimed the county through Philippa, daughter of
William IV of Toulouse, who had married William IX, duke
of Aquitaine. That claim was eventually transmitted to King
Henry II of England by his marriage to Eleanor of Aquitaine
and used as a pretext for interference.

Continual warfare and probably a lack of real resources
meant that the counts of Toulouse were relatively weak
rulers. Like other parts of western Europe, Languedoc expe-
rienced a wave of castle building, which began in the later
tenth century and continued unabated until the thirteenth.
Most of these castles were in the hands of minor members
of the aristocracy, and during the twelfth century many of
these men were able to behave like petty sovereigns. Such
men ruled their territories from castles and lived sur-
rounded by a court. Raymond of Termes, for example, “an
avowed heretic . .. feared neither God nor man. He had
such confidence in his fortress that he fought both the
count of Toulouse, and his own suzerain, the viscount of
Béziers” [Histoire Albigeoise de Pierre des Vaux-de-Cernay,
pp. 71-72].

Orrigins of the Crusade

It was in these circumstances that both the Waldensian and
Cathar heresies appeared and flourished. The Waldensians,
named after their founder, Peter Valdes, a merchant of
Lyons, were expelled from Lyons in 1182 for persistently
preaching the Gospel to laymen without either formal edu-
cation, holy orders, or authority. In addition they provided
the Gospels in the vernacular.

Catharism seems to have been established in the Toulou-
sain by about 1165 and between 1174 and 1177 was orga-
nized into a structure of dioceses with local bishops, as well
as traveling perfecti (perfect ones) who preached and
administered the consolamentum (the only sacrament
among the Cathars, consisting of a transmission of the
Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands) and deacons who
acted somewhat like parish priests. In 1177 Count Raymond
V of Toulouse made a dramatic appeal to the chapter-gen-
eral of the Cistercian Order describing the spread of the
heresy as like a disease. By the time of the crusade,

Catharism was widespread across Languedoc, but the great-
est concentration was in the Toulousain, in Foix, and in the
Carcassonnais. Strong in the many small towns, as well as
in large centers such as Toulouse, it appealed to merchants
and craftsmen in a society that was becoming industrialized
in the towns, where the manufacture of cloth had become
widespread and important. In the countryside it found
sympathizers in a world where town merchants and bankers
were involved in sheep-raising and from which the grow-
ing town populations were drawn. Among the nobility at all
levels, both in towns and the castles of the countryside,
Catharism was strong. It was an expression of independence
as well as a sign of the problems many had in their rela-
tionships with local religious communities. Esclarmonde,
sister of the count of Foix, was a perfecta and was consoled
at Fanjeaux in the presence of a large gathering of nobility
around 1204. The count appointed her head of a convent of
Cathar perfectae at Pamiers and was certainly a sympathizer
himself. Raymond VI, count of Toulouse, while perhaps not
a believer in Catharism, was certainly tolerant of it and was
not a fervent Catholic, living excommunicated for long
periods. Thus the most senior prince in Languedoc was a
lukewarm supporter of the church hierarchy, and more
importantly, was unable to contemplate military action
against so many of his own people.

The church in Languedoc found itself without the natu-
ral support it expected from secular authority in its attempts
to suppress heresy. It was also hampered by uneven quality
within its own ranks. The archbishop of Narbonne, Berenger
(1191-1212), was a pluralist noted for his scandalous con-
duct, who retained his see for several years despite vigorous
efforts to remove him. The bishop of Toulouse, Raymond of
Rabastens, ruined the finances of his diocese by fighting a
war against his vassals. Pope Innocent III (1198-1216) was
anxious to see the heresy crushed and appointed a series of
legates to carry out his policies in Languedoc. Although they
were able to carry through some reforms, they were not able
to influence the conduct and policies of Raymond VI of
Toulouse. The legates blamed him for the deterioration of
relations between the church and secular authorities. They
became increasingly angry and intransigent as direct
attempts to convert the heretics by preaching failed, and
Raymond refused to implement the canons of the church
that called for action against heretics and their supporters.
The defining moment came with the murder of the pope’s
legate, Peter of Castelnau, by a follower of Raymond VI near
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Saint-Gilles on 14 January 1208. For the pope, besides the
natural anger at the insult to his authority of the murder of
his own legate, there was an increasing concern about the
challenge to the authority of the church from a well-orga-
nized group of heretics and equally the refusal of the local
nobility to heed the calls to action.

The Course of the Crusade

The pope called a crusade, which was preached in northern
France and surrounding areas by the Cistercians, led by
Arnold Amalric, abbot of Citeaux and head of the order. He
received an enthusiastic response. Partly this was the result
of a desire for loot, but there was also a fervent hatred of the
unorthodox, the result of increasing definition of Catholic
doctrines, which thereby also marked those who were out-
siders. One consequence had already manifested itself in
attacks made upon the Jews of northern France and England,
and in the heretics of Languedoc the northerners perceived
a contagion that they were anxious to eliminate.

The crusade attracted a large number of men of good fam-
ily and prestigious connections. Among them were Odo,
duke of Burgundy; Hervé, count of Nevers; Peter of Courte-
nay, count of Auxerre; and William of Roches, seneschal of
Anjou; as well as many of slightly lesser rank such as Guy of
Lévis; Gaucher of Joigny, lord of Beaujeu; and of course
Simon of Montfort. Many senior churchmen, especially
from Burgundy, also took part, among them the archbishop
of Sens and the bishops of Autun, Nevers, and Clermont as
well as members of monastic orders. The bulk of the army
seems to have been recruited from Burgundy and other east-
ern parts of France, but there were contingents from the
Saintonge, Poitou, and Gascony as well as Germany. Partly
this may be explained as a result of the bias toward the East
among the aristocratic recruits, who brought many follow-
ers with them; but the high density of Cistercian houses in
that region had also resulted in more intensive preaching of
the crusade.

The crusaders assembled at Lyons in June 1209 under the
leadership of Arnold Amalric, and the very large force moved
down the Rhone Valley and into the lands of Raymond VI.
He offered himself to the church as a penitent and on 18 June
1209 was reconciled in a humiliating ceremony at Saint-
Gilles. His lands were thus made safe from attack, and the
crusaders turned their attentions to the lands of Raymond-
Roger Trencavel, viscount of Béziers and Carcassonne. The
first town to be assaulted was Béziers, which was sacked and

Saint Dominic and the Albigensians, by Pedro Berruguete,
fifteenth century. (Archivo Iconograpfico, S.A./Corbis)

the population massacred. This was the occasion on which
a crusader, having asked Arnold Amalric how they should
tell the Catholics from the heretics, was told, “Kill them all,
God will know his own” [Caesarius Heiserbacensis monachi
ordinis Cisterciensis, Dialogus miraculorum, 2:296-298]. The
story is probably apocryphal. Nevertheless, the crusaders
reported that they had slaughtered 20,000 people, and
although this, too, is almost certainly a gross exaggeration,
it is a sign of their intentions.

The army moved on to Carcassonne, to which the vis-
count and his court had fled and which was in a state of
defense. The crusaders began their attack on 1 August, and
on 15 August the town surrendered after the viscount had
been seized while discussing terms under a safe conduct. He
later died in prison. The townspeople were turned out, and
the place became the headquarters of the crusaders, who
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elected Simon of Montfort as their leader and as viscount of
Béziers and Carcassonne.

Simon of Montfort immediately received the surrender of
other towns in the lands of the viscount and began to burn
heretics where he could find them. During the winter of
1209-1210 he saw his position weaken as his crusaders
returned home, but the following spring he regained lost
ground as fresh crusaders arrived. He set out to reduce the
great fortresses of Minerve, Termes, and Cabaret, which con-
trolled the surrounding countryside. The fall of Minerve was
followed by the burning alive of about 140 Cathar perfecti,
both men and women, a pattern that was to be followed as
other towns fell. Lavaur, a town quite close to Toulouse and
part of the possessions of the viscount of Carcassonne, was
stormed. The lord and his knights who had defended the
town were hanged, and the lady Geralda, his sister, was
thrown down a well and killed when stones were hurled
down on top of her. Their deaths were followed by the burn-
ing of 400 heretics.

The next phase of the crusade extended the attack to the
lands of Raymond VI of Toulouse, who was pressed to meet
humiliating conditions and excommunicated when he
refused. During the summers of 1211 and 1212 Simon of
Montfort’s forces campaigned across the whole of Langue-
doc. By the end of the 1212 season much of the countryside,
as far to the west as the Agenais and south as far as Foix, was
in his hands, although the major towns, Toulouse included,
held out against him. At first Simon accepted the submission
of southern noblemen and regranted towns and castles to
them. When it became apparent that these men would throw
off their allegiance as soon as they could, he began to grant
lands to his followers. A parliament at Pamiers held on 1
December 1212 tried to introduce northern legal practices,
such as inheritance rules, and to bar southerners from con-
trol of castles. It was a sign that the crusade had entered a
new phase in which the northern soldiers would begin to
make permanent settlements in the south.

The battle of Muret (12 September 1213) marked a turn-
ing point in the campaigning. Simon of Montfort’s small
force defeated a much larger army led by Raymond VI of
Toulouse and King Peter II of Aragon. The king was killed
and the southerners routed. Although Toulouse itself did not
fall, Raymond VI was now a fugitive and all of the rest of
the south was under Simon’s control. He assumed the title
of count of Toulouse and with the enthusiastic support of
the local church hierarchy so reduced the area that only

Toulouse itself was outside his control. The pope now inter-
vened, protecting Toulouse from further attack and calling
the Fourth Lateran Council.

The council (November 1215) was primarily concerned
with settling affairs inside Christendom in such a way thata
new crusade to the Holy Land would be possible. A settle-
ment for Languedoc, which the pope now ordered, was
ancillary to the ecclesiastical work. The pope proposed to
carry through his claim to be able to depose secular rulers
by taking the county of Toulouse from Raymond VI, as pun-
ishment for his support of the heretics, and recognizing
Simon of Montfort as count in his place. The new settlement
was not accepted by the majority of southerners, and Ray-
mond VIand his son, “the Young Raymond (VII),” returned
to Languedoc from Rome determined to continue the war
with new support. Both men were now active. The ensuing
campaign continued to be a disaster for the south as Simon
of Montfort took control of Toulouse for a while and
destroyed its walls. In the autumn of 1217 Raymond VI was
invited back to the city, which defied Simon. A long siege fol-
lowed. Simon of Montfort was killed on 25 June 1218 when
he was struck on the head by a stone fired from an engine,
supposedly worked by women: according to a contemporary
chronicler, “the stone arrived just where needed” [La Chan-
son de la Croisade Albigeoise, ed. and trans. E. Martin-
Chabot, 3d ed. (Paris: Les Belles Lettres, 1976), 3:207]. His
son Amalric was unable to continue the siege. Over the next
few years he lost ground to the southerners, now led increas-
ingly by Raymond VII, who succeeded to his father’s claims
when Raymond VI died in 1222. On 25 January 1224, the
bankrupt Amalric of Montfort retired to the family lands
near Paris, taking his father’s body with him. Raymond
Trencavel, the son of Raymond-Roger Trencavel, reentered
Carcassonne as viscount.

This was the sign for a determined intervention by the
French king. During his father’s lifetime, Prince Louis (VIII)
had already made a formal entry to the crusade in 1219,
when he had briefly campaigned as a crusader in the Toulou-
sain. In January 1226 the legate Cardinal Romain excom-
municated Raymond VII, and King Louis VIII immediately
began a crusade in the Languedoc. He made progress
through the region during the summer of 1226, and the
exhausted towns and villages submitted: only Toulouse
stood out against him. Carcassonne surrendered, and a
seneschal was installed as the king’s military governor in the
area. Although Louis died unexpectedly in Languedoc in
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November 1226, the regency government of Louis IX, led by
his mother, Blanche of Castile, continued the policy of con-
quest. In April 1229 Raymond VII signed the Treaty of
Meaux, by which he acknowledged the authority of the king
of France. He also had to allow the church to pursue the
heretics and had to agree for his heir, his only legitimate
child, Jeanne, to marry the king’s younger brother Alphonse
of Poitiers. Thereafter, until his death in 1249, Raymond VII
of Toulouse remained reluctant to cooperate with the church
and used much energy seeking a new wife and a possible
male heir. His one attempt at a rebellion, in 1242, collapsed
when Henry III of England was defeated at the battle of
Taillebourg (July) and failed to come to his aid.

The Inquisition

A consequence of the revolt was a determination by the
French government to destroy the last major group of per-
fecti and their sympathizers, ensconced in the castle of
Montségur, which had been refortified in 1204 by Raymond
of Péreille, a member of a Cathar family. The hilltop, with its
castle and village, had been a refuge for heretics for many
years, and from 1232 the Cathar bishop of Carcassonne had
lived there. It was besieged in the spring of 1243 by an army
led by the seneschal of Carcassonne, and it finally surren-
dered in March 1244. The inhabitants and the professional
garrison were allowed to leave, but the Cathar perfecti,
including the bishop Bertrand Marty, remained behind. On
16 March 1244 they came quietly down the hill and allowed
themselves to be consigned to the flames of a great fire built
within a palisaded enclosure. About 200 people died.

The dramatic destruction of so many perfecti was the
result of a coordinated campaign of persecution that had
begun after the Treaty of Meaux. When it became apparent
that local bishops could not deal adequately with the situa-
tion, Pope Gregory IX set up an Inquisition. It covered the
whole of the Languedoc and was staffed by Dominican fri-
ars (April 1233). For the first time there was a permanent
body in existence dedicated to the destruction of heresy and
run by a body of well-trained men. Although they exercised
ajudicial function, they acted by questioning their suspects
and all witnesses, on oath and in secret. There was no for-
mal trial, and since no charges were brought against sus-
pects, the suspects had no right to know the evidence alleged
against them, no right to examine witnesses or to call wit-
nesses in their defense, and no right to legal representation.
There was no limit of time on their detention. Over the years

Battle of Muret (1213), from the Grandes Chroniques de France
(1375-1379). (The Art Archive/Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris)

the Inquisition developed a body of expertise that was passed
on in written manuals. With the backing of the secular
authorities, enormous numbers of people were questioned.
Starting in the larger towns, the inquisitors were aided by
perfecti who converted to Catholicism. Gradually the net was
widened to take in smaller towns and rural areas. It is likely
that during 1245-1246 about 10,000 people were questioned
in Toulouse, and a minimum of 203 condemnations were
recorded. Similar activity occurred throughout the Langue-
doc. After the bull Ad Extirpandum of 1252, the inquisitors
were authorized to use torture in their work. The Inquisition
was active in the region until the end of the century.

The effect on the Cathars was immense. The system used
by the Inquisition disrupted the functioning of groups of
believers by introducing suspicion of those who had been
questioned and then released. Those who were condemned
faced a variety of punishments and disabilities. Perfecti
were normally condemned to death if they refused to recant.
Most refused and were burnt. The vast majority of Cathars
were believers rather than perfecti, and most of them
recanted when faced with death. Others were sympathizers
or merely associated with Cathars, and they too faced pun-
ishment. Those who only recanted at the last moment and
were adjudged reluctant converts were imprisoned for life
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and lost their property. Others suffered a variety of penances.
Some were sent on pilgrimages; many others were con-
demned to wear yellow crosses prominently displayed on
their garments. Many Cathars were condemned after their
deaths and their remains dug up and burnt. Their descen-
dants were usually excluded from public office for two gen-
erations. Other Cathars fled, either to Aragon, which soon
ceased to be a refuge, or to Italy, where Catharism contin-
ued to flourish for many years.

Although Catharism continued to exist as a belief through-
out the thirteenth century and into the early years of the four-
teenth, the unrelenting pressure of the Inquisition stopped
the spread of the heresy and cut off its connections with the
great nobility and the rural aristocracy. The heretics who were
condemned in the village of Montaillou in the early four-
teenth century were mostly peasants, with only a debased
understanding of the tenets of their faith. Between 1308 and
1321, twenty-five believers were burnt to death, mostly in
Toulouse. The last perfectus to be executed was Guilhem
Belibaste, burnt to death at Villerouge-Termenes in 1321.

Although the fighting of the crusade was long over, the
work of the Inquisition was its logical extension. It was only
once the secular authorities of the Languedoc were willing
to aid the church, or at least not actively hinder it, that the
work of extirpating the heresy could begin. The terrible
deaths of the Cathars of Minerve, Lavaur, and Montségur
were spectacular demonstrations of the fear and hatred that
the heretics incited in the orthodox northerners, but they had
little impact on the organization or the strength of the
Cathars, who were initially fortified by persecution. It was
the steady work of the Inquisition, rounding up and ques-
tioning thousands of men and women, that broke the organ-
ization. In the towns and to a lesser extent the countryside,
the church gained a grip over the lives of the laity that it had
never had in the twelfth century. What drove it to this gigan-
tic task was a deep-rooted fear of the consequences for the
church as an institution if it lost its monopoly of control over
religious belief and activity. For many laymen there was
probably a similar, though hardly articulated, feeling that the
roots of society were in danger if unorthodox opinions were
unchecked. The consequences of the crusade and Inquisition
for the church were considerable. As one of the measures
taken against the heretics, possession of the Bible (even in
Latin) was forbidden to the laity, as were all translations into
Occitan. Only a breviary, a psalter, and a book of hours were
allowed. Thus the church placed a real barrier between itself

and the laity just as increasing wealth and literacy among the
laity made it possible for more people to take an intelligent
interest in the faith. Doctrinal and theological debate became
something restricted only to the most trusted scholars. The
church learned slowly that its relationship with the secular
powers had changed. It had proved itself unable to defeat the
heretics without the support of the kings of France and the
power they wielded. From now on the king would be the
leading partner in their relationship.

—Michael D. Costen
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Albrecht von Brandenburg-Ansbach
(1490-1568)

Grand master of the Teutonic Order (1511-1525), who sec-
ularized the state of the order in Prussia.

The third son of Frederick V (the elder), margrave of
Brandenburg-Ansbach (d. 1536) and the Polish princess
Sophia (d. 1512), Albrecht was destined for an ecclesiastical
career. At the age of eleven he received minor orders. His
family procured Albrecht’s succession to Friedrich von Sach-
sen (d. 1510), grand master of the Teutonic Order. On 13
February 1511 he was received into the order and elected
grand master on 6 July. In November 1512 he entered Prus-
sia for the first time.

Albrecht’s foremost aim was to revise the Second Peace
of Thorn (1466), by which the order had lost the western ter-
ritories of Prussia to Poland. He refused the oath of alle-
giance to the Polish king and sought allies in the empire and
Russia, but gained only halfhearted support. After the so-
called Reiterkrieg (War of the Riders) of 1519-1521, Albrecht
had to accept a four-year truce. Attempts to achieve a peace-
ful settlement failed. Faced with a superior foe, no external
assistance, a serious lack of money, and growing discontent
among his Prussian subjects, Albrecht left Prussia. In the
empire he became acquainted with the Reformation and
sought advice from Martin Luther, who fundamentally ques-
tioned the ideological foundations of the order and its state,
suggesting its dissolution. When it became clear that the
truce with Poland could not be renewed, Albrecht submit-
ted to King Sigismund of Poland in the Treaty of Krakéw
(1525), which granted him Prussia as a hereditary duchy
under Polish suzerainty. Albrecht had already promoted the
spread of the Reformation in Prussia and allowed many of
the order’s high offices to fall vacant. In May 1525 he

declared the dissolution of the order in Prussia. Its remain-
ing brother knights were either secularized or forced to emi-
grate to other lands of the order.
—Axel Ehlers
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Albrecht von Johansdorf

A German poet, composer of five recruitment songs in
Middle High German, probably for the Third Crusade
(1189-1192), and ministerial knight in the service of bish-
ops of Passau between 1180 and 1206.

Albrecht’s Song II borrows its form and melody from an
0ld French song by Conon de Béthune datable to 1189. Ref-
erences in Song V to the fall of Jerusalem, the capture of the
Holy Sepulchre, and the loss of the True Cross (1187) also
suggest that Albrecht was writing in 1189-1190, but possi-
bly he went on crusade instead—or additionally—in 1197
with Wolfger von Erla, bishop of Passau. Albrecht belongs
to the first generation of German lyric poets of the crusades.
Like Hartmann von Aue, he voices, in Songs V and XIII, a
profound commitment to crusading piety. Unlike Hart-
mann and Friedrich von Hausen, he insists that secular val-
ues and crusade are reconcilable. In Songs II, V, and XIII he
lets the courtly lady speak her feelings and asserts that
mutual fidelity between knight and lady earns the woman
half of the crusader’s reward.

—Jeffrey Ashcroft
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Alcantara, Order of

A military religious order, originally founded in the kingdom
of Ledn in the later twelfth century. Alcdntara undoubtedly
remains the least well-known of all the military orders of the
Iberian Peninsula. There are relatively few scholarly studies
on the order, a fact traditionally attributed to the scarcity of
original sources as a result of the disappearance of its major
archives during Spain’s struggle for independence in the
Napoleonic Wars of the early nineteenth century. Neverthe-
less, recent efforts to assemble the documentary sources
about the order have given rise to new historiographical
interpretations; these have above all illuminated the origins
of the institution, which had previously been both obscure
and controversial.

It can now be stated that the Order of Alcdntara origi-
nated as a confraternity of knights who had settled in the
convent of San Julidn del Pereiro, located near the banks of
the river Coa, in the region of Beira Alta (in mod. Portugal).
The first mention of the community dates from January
1176, when King Ferdinand II of Leén made a grant of the
lands of Raigadas and confirmed the possession of El Pereiro
to San Julidn and its prior Gomez, who is described in the
document as the founder of the house. In all likelihood the
confraternity had been founded a little earlier (ten years
before at most), but definitely not in 1156, as long claimed
by Portuguese scholars who based their conclusions on a
forgery that was published in the early seventeenth century
by the Cistercian chronicler Bernardo de Brito.

The community gained papal approval from Alexander III
in December 1176. However, it was slow to develop into a
military order in the strict meaning of the term; it was only
in 1183 that a bull of Pope Lucius III revealed a more com-
plex and clearly militarized organization for the first time.
After adopting the Cistercian rule, the new Leonese institu-
tion initially agreed to subordinate itself to the powerful
Castilian Order of Calatrava (by 1187). However, this rela-
tionship soon gave rise to tensions, which were linked to the
political rivalry between the kingdoms of Castile and Ledn.
These were settled in 1218, thanks to an agreement that com-
mitted the brethren of San Julidn to obey Calatrava, whose
master was allowed regular rights of visitation. In exchange,

they received the right to take part in the election of the mas-
ter of Calatrava and also were given the possessions of the
Castilian order in the kingdom of Leén. These included the
fortress of Alcdntara on the river Tagus, from which they
took their name in 1218.

From this time the Order of Alcdntara, consisting of
knight brethren and clerics under the authority of a master
elected by the former group, had a growing significance in
the reconquest of Iberia from the Muslims, particularly after
the union of the Crowns of Castile and Ledn in 1230. After
the seizures of Alange and Mérida by King Alfonso IX of
Ledn (1230), the order was constantly involved in fighting
in the region of Extremadura. It remained closely associated
with the campaigns of King Ferdinand III, who granted it
various donations, not only in Extremadura, where most of
its patrimony was situated, but also in Andalusia and even
in the region of Murcia. In the course of its involvement in
the reconquest, the order developed a policy of repopulation
on the lands it was given, especially in Extremadura. This
policy enabled it to grant numerous privileges (Sp. fueros)
to its village communities, which came to be loosely orga-
nized in a system of commanderies.

The growing income of Alcdntara meant that from the
mid-thirteenth century it aroused the envy of competing
seigneurial institutions, such as the dioceses of Coria and
Badajoz or the Order of the Temple, with which tensions
even degenerated into armed confrontation during the tri-
als of the Templars (1307-1312). The monarchy of Castile
attempted to manipulate and control Alcdntara, as it also
did in the cases of the other Iberian orders, encouraging the
brethren to fight against Portugal or potential internal
opponents. Alfonso XI was the first king to appoint one of
his own officials to the head of the institution. Gonzalo
Martinez de Oviedo, who had held the office of great dis-
penser for six years, was appointed master in 1337, but was
executed the next year by order of the king. Yet the appar-
ent failure of this policy was only superficial; the political
stance of Alfonso XI was emulated by his successors, such
as his son Peter I, who appointed trustworthy men like
Gutier Gomez de Toledo in 1361, or Martin Lépez de Cér-
doba three years later.

The Trastdémara dynasty, who seized the Castilian throne
in 1369, exploited the difficulties of the papacy during the
Great Schism (1378-1417) to obtain from Pope Clement VII
the right to nominate the masters of the Iberian military
orders. In 1408 Fernando de Antequera, then acting as
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regent of Castile in the name of his nephew John II, even
managed to have his twelve-year-old son Sancho elected as
master of Alcdntara. Such interference was not necessarily
negative; indeed, Sancho became famous, thanks to an
ambitious reform project that was inaugurated at the gen-
eral chapter of Ayllén in 1411. However, this attempt to
restore (at least partially) the original religious observance
remained as fruitless as previous attempts during the four-
teenth century. In fact, from the second quarter of the fif-
teenth century, the order was repeatedly involved in inter-
nal struggles that largely reflected contemporary conflicts
between monarchy and higher nobility concerning the con-
trol of the apparatus of government.

The masters and brethren of Alcdntara were much
involved in these wars. Several dignitaries even fought for the
highest office of the order, as did Juan and Gutierre de
Sotomayor in the reign of John II, or Alonso de Monroy and
Juan de Zuniga in the 1470s. The latter prevailed in 1479,
thanks to the support of the “Catholic Monarchs,” Isabella I
of Castile and Ferdinand II of Aragon, who were deter-
mined not to let the nobility control such an important
source of income and power. In 1491, they obtained a bull
from Pope Innocent VIII giving them the right to govern the
Order of Alcdntara whenever there was a vacancy in the mas-
tership. From then on, they maintained pressure on Ziiiga
who, in June 1494, agreed to renounce his office in exchange
for the lifetime enjoyment of the richest lands of the order.
When Ziiiga died in 1504, the Catholic Monarchs, who had
meanwhile been recognized as governors of the order until
their deaths, took possession of all of the resources of the
institution.

Like its other Iberian counterparts, the Order of Alcdntara
was thus fundamentally altered. Even before 1523, when
Pope Hadrian VI permanently united the estates of the mil-
itary orders to the Spanish Crown, these institutions had lost
most of their independence and become little more than
closed noble corporations. Shattered by the French invasion
in the early nineteenth century and then further weakened
by the abolition of the laws on mortmain property in 1834
by the government of Juan Alvarez Mendizgbal (1790-1853),
the Order of Alcdntara was abolished in 1874 by the First
Spanish Republic, along with the other Spanish orders.
Reestablished after the restoration of the Spanish monarchy,
it was suppressed again in 1931. It now survives as a noble
society with a purely honorific character.

—Philippe Josserand
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Aleppo
Aleppo (mod. Halab, Syria) was the second city of Muslim
Syria (after Damascus) at the time of the crusades.

The city owed its importance to its seizure in 944 by Sayf
al-Dawla, a prince of the Arab Hamdanid dynasty at Mosul
in northern Irag, who at the time of the breakup of the
‘Abbasid Empire detached it from the Syrian government of
the Ikhshidids in Egypt, and made it his capital for frontier
warfare with Byzantium. From 956, however, he and his suc-
cessors were on the defensive against the Byzantines, who
took Antioch in 969, while from 979 they were threatened by
the Fatimids, the successors of the Ikhshidids in Egypt.
Under the Hamdanids to 1016, and the Bedouin Mirdasids
to 1080, the city then alternated between dependence upon
Constantinople and Cairo; but though it was occasionally
taken by one or the other, it was never annexed, and
remained a city-state under the rule of these successive
dynasties down to the Saljiiq conquest in 1080-1086.

Aleppo survived partly because of its strategic position
between Egypt in the south, Iraq in the east, and Anatolia in
the north; partly because of the defensive strength of the
citadel on its isolated hill above the center of the city; and
partly because of the resistance of its citizens to foreign con-
quest. As at Damascus, there was a city militia (Arab.
ahdath), which by the time of the Mirdasids was under the

37



Aleppo

Entrance to the citadel at Aleppo, built by Saladin’s son al-Zahir, c. 1200. (Courtesy Graham Loud)

command of a ra’ts or shaykh al-balad (head of the city).
Meanwhile, in this mainly Shi‘ite city, the family of Banu’l-
Khashshab held the post of gadi (judge), a position of hered-
itary authority and influence. Such leadership was all the
more important in view of the foreign threats that repeatedly
expelled the princes from the city, leaving the townsfolk with
the burden of resistance or surrender. Paid as part of the
army, the ahdath were equally decisive in the struggles for
power that characterized the Mirdasids down to the Saljiq
conquest. This conquest was negotiated by the ra’is al-
Hutayti, a member of the Shi‘ite aristocracy of sharifs
(descendants of the Prophet Muhammad), who kept Aleppo
out of the clutches of Tutush I, the Saljiq ruler of Damascus,
by turning first to the ‘Uqaylid ruler of Mosul, and then to
Sultan Malik Shah I for the appointment of the ghulam
(“slave soldier”; mamliik in later usage) Aq Sunqr in 1086.

Under Aq Sunqilr, a grand new minaret was added to the
Great Mosque built by the Umayyads in the garden of the
cathedral of St. Helena, itself built on the site of the ancient
agora. This renewal of imperial patronage, however, was cut
short by the death of Malik Shah I in 1093, the prompt
seizure of Aleppo by his brother Tutush I, and Tutush’s
death in battle in 1095, leaving Aleppo to his son Ridwan (d.
1113). Ridwan ruled a territory of some hundred miles from
‘Azaz and Buza‘a in the north to Hama (mod. Hamah,
Syria) in the south, but like the Mirdasids was heavily
dependent upon the city, where the riydsa (command of the
ahdath) had passed from al-Hutayt1 and his successor the
militiaman al-Mujann to a Sunni Persian, Sa‘ld ibn Badi‘.
Sa‘ld was responsible for the massacre of members of the
Isma‘ili Assassin sect after Ridwan’s death in 1113, and for
the eviction of the regent Lu'lu’ in 1117. Four years after his
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own eviction and assassination in 1118, Sa‘ld was suc-
ceeded by his son al-Fada‘il, who ruled the city down to the
arrival of Zangi from Mosul in 1128. That was the culmi-
nation of a quite different strand in the politics of Aleppo,
associated with the gadi Ibn al-Khashshab, the long-stand-
ing protagonist of holy war against the Franks. Under
Ridwan and Lu’lu’, Ibn al-Khashshab had been obliged to
see Aleppo aligned with Damascus and the Frankish states
of Outremer against the atabegs of Mosul, who had been
charged by the Saljiq sultan Muhammad Tapar with orga-
nizing a coalition against the Franks. But between 1118 and
his assassination in 1125, with Aleppo under threat from
Frankish Antioch, Ibn al-Khashshab was instrumental in
offering the city, first to the Turcoman Artagids at Diyar
Bakr, then to Bursugqj, the atabeg of Mosul. When Bursuqt
in turn was assassinated in 1126, the city welcomed his suc-
cessor Zang, the son of Malik Shah’s governor Aq Sunqur;
and the elements were at last in place for the gradual unifi-
cation of Syria, both Muslim and Christian.

With Zangi, the riydsa and the importance of the ahdath
came effectively to an end, as the prince took full control of
the government, although Aleppo did not become a true cap-
ital until its inheritance by his son Nar al-Din (1146). The
monumental rebuilding of the city then resumed with work
on the walls and the citadel, the rebuilding of the Great
Mosque, and the construction of religious colleges, taking
advantage of the appropriation of six churches (including the
cathedral) by Ibn al-Khashshab in retaliation for Frankish
attacks. After Nar al-Din’s death at Damascus in 1174,
Aleppo became the refuge of his son al-Malik al-Salih Isma‘il
against the advance of Saladin, who finally took it in 1183.
From Saladin’s own death in 1193, it became the capital of
his son al-Zahir Ghazi as one among the several Ayyibid
principalities of Syria. Ghazi (d. 1216) was responsible for
the great rebuilding of the citadel with its glacis, and his son
Masa for the palace within. The city failed, nevertheless, to
hold out against the Mongols in 1260. Ghazt’s grandson, al-
Nasir Yasuf, who had annexed Damascus in 1250, then fled.
After the Mongol retreat, the city was incorporated into the
Mamlik sultanate.

Until the Mongol threat finally disappeared at the begin-
ning of the fourteenth century, however, Aleppo remained
an undefended frontier city, the citadel and walls unre-
paired until late in the century, and without the state expen-
diture to restore its prosperity. It recovered from the 1320s
onward, when it became the base for the Mamlik sul-

tanate’s expansion into Anatolia and Armenia, and its
Mamlik amirs sufficiently powerful to profit from the suc-
cession struggles at Cairo and Damascus in the second half
of the century. As a result, Aleppo prospered at a time when
Damascus was in decline, and it continued to grow in the
fifteenth century in spite of the invasion of Timur (Tamer-
lane) in 1400, and the century of disturbance that followed
to the north and east. Prosperity then was commercial,
derived from the caravan trade in silk, until the final crisis
on the eve of the Ottoman conquest, and the urban rena-
scence that followed.

—Michael Brett
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Alexander III (d. 1181)

Pope (1159-1181). Born around 1110 of Sienese origin, the
cardinal and papal chancellor Roland took the name Alexan-
der when he was elected pope by a majority of cardinals on
7 September 1159. A minority chose a rival who took the
name Victor IV.

The support given to Victor and three successive imperi-
alist popes by the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick I Bar-
barossa brought about a schism in the papacy lasting until
1177. Alexander spent much of this time in exile, returning
to Rome only in 1188. As pope, Alexander granted numer-
ous privileges to the military orders and responded to
appeals from Outremer for aid against the expansionist Nir
al-Din and Saladin by attempting to organize a crusade
from 1165 onward. Although Henry IT of England and Louis
VII of France declared a crusade tax in 1166, their rivalry and
the papal schism effectively sabotaged efforts to organize a
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Allegorical picture of Pope Alexander III treading on the neck of Emperor Frederick I Barbarossa. (Hulton-Deutsch

Collection/Corbis)

grand general passage, moving Alexander and King Amal-
ric of Jerusalem to win the Byzantine emperor Manuel [
Komnenos as an ally, while multiple smaller expeditions
departed in aid of the Holy Land. Papal negotiations with
Manuel were marked by proposals for the reunion of the
Greek and Latin churches in return for Manuel replacing
Frederick Barbarossa as Holy Roman Emperor.

Although Alexander imposed the crusade vow upon
Henry II of England as penance for his complicity in the
murder of Thomas Becket, archbishop of Canterbury (1170),

a revolt of Henry’s sons forestalled the king’s departure.
After the resolution of the conflict with Frederick Barbarossa
(1177), Alexander extracted renewed crusading pledges
from the kings of France and England and summoned the
Third Lateran Council (1179), which was attended by rep-
resentatives from Outremer and the Greek Orthodox Church.
Alexander had already sent a delegation including Henry of
Albano, abbot of Clairvaux, to preach against heresy in the
Toulouse region. The delegation’s reports led the council to
urge bishops to excommunicate Cathar heretics and routiers

40



Alexander VI (1431-1503)

(mercenaries) and to grant papal protection and episcopal
indulgences to those who fought them. Promoted to cardi-
nal and papal legate, Henry of Albano exploited this new
mandate to lead a military expedition to southern France,
foreshadowing Innocent III’s formal extension of the cru-
sade to this region.

—Jessalynn Bird
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Alexander 1V (d. 1261)

Pope (1254-1261). Born around 1180, Rainald of Segni was
elected pope on 12 December 1254, taking the name
Alexander.

Throughout his pontificate Alexander largely continued
the policies of his predecessors Gregory IX and Innocent
IV, including crusades against the Staufen dynasty, the
Moors in North Africa, and pagans in Finland and the
Baltic region. By granting the rulership of Sicily to Edmund,
son of King Henry III of England (1255), he persuaded
Henry to commute his crusading vow to a campaign
against Manfred, son of the emperor Frederick II, who was
attempting to gain control of the kingdom. However, papal
armies’ campaigns against Manfred were largely unsuc-
cessful, while another initially promising crusade against
the pro-Staufen Ezzelino of Romano and Oberto Pallavicini
merely resulted in Pallavicini’s elimination of his rival
Ezzelino. Alexander also engaged in negotiations with
Theodore II Laskaris, the Greek emperor of Nicaea, regard-
ing the potential surrender of Latin-held Constantinople
and restoration of the Greek Orthodox patriarchate there
in return for acknowledgment of papal supremacy in doc-
trinal matters and the reunion of the Greek and Latin

churches. However, after Theodore died in 1258, his suc-
cessor Michael VIII Palaiologos took Constantinople by
storm shortly after Alexander’s decease.

As a cardinal, Alexander had witnessed the Mongols’ first
incursions into eastern Europe and the missions sent by
Innocent IV and Louis IX of France, which returned with
letters calling for universal submission. During Alexan-
der’s pontificate, the Mongol army of Hiilegii invaded Syria,
forcing the submission of the princes of Antioch and Cili-
cia, and Alexander’s attempts to forge a league to guard the
eastern border of Christendom failed to prevent the Mon-
gols’ invasion of Poland and Lithuania. His calls for cru-
saders to aid both eastern Europe (1253-1254, 1259) and
Outremer (1260-1261) led to the departure of minor con-
tingents, but the pope’s death prevented the materialization
of a general passage, as well as of a council he had convoked
to address threats to the Holy Land, Constantinople, Sicily,
and eastern Europe.

—Jessalynn Bird
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Alexander VI (1431-1503)

Pope (1492-1503). Of Aragonese origin, Rodrigo Borja
(Italianized as Borgia) was elected pope in succession to
Innocent VIIL

Although the growth of the Ottoman Empire resuscitated
interest in crusading, Alexander VI’s attempts to counter
the threat it represented were overshadowed by his desire
to advance the career of his son, Cesare Borgia, and to
counter attempts by Charles VIII, king of France, to conquer
the kingdom of Naples, which Charles claimed was essen-
tial for his putative anti-Ottoman crusade. When the
Ottoman Turks threatened Italy, Alexander’s temporal
power base, he persuaded the Sforza of Milan, Venice, the
Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian, and the Spanish sover-
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Bust of Pope Alexander V1. (Library of Congress)

eigns to form the League of Venice against France and the
Ottomans. Yet when the Turks openly moved against Venice
in 1499, Alexander’s attempts to organize a crusade were
largely ignored. The sale of indulgences for the Jubilee and
the crusade netted large sums in Germany and other
regions, but Alexander’s pontificate remained dogged by
opposition to the clerical tithes he proposed for an anti-
Turkish crusade and criticism of the tactics used to raise
money to support largely mercenary crusading armies,
partly because of the suspicion that funds were being
diverted to support the papal cause in Italy or appropriated
by secular rulers when crusade preparations stalled. The
crusade and European power struggles had become deeply
entwined; Alexander’s efforts to organize an anti-Turkish
crusade involving Hungary, Bohemia, and Emperor Maxi-
milian from 1493 onward were sabotaged by Charles VIII’s
planned conquest of Naples, which led the Italians to seek
an alliance with the Turks in order to protect themselves.
Contemporary treatises written by Marino Sanudo and
Stefano Taleazzi illuminate the continued commitment to
the idea of the crusade, as well as the problems that vexed
their organization in this period. Crusading theory and

issues that had arisen during the Spanish Reconquista (com-
pleted with the capture of Granada in 1492) also informed
Alexander’s Inter caetera (1493), which fused the concepts
of the defense and expansion of the faith, while seeking to
end the dispute between Portugal and Spain over the parti-
tioning and conquest of northern Africa and the Americas,
a project to which he granted privileges and funding previ-
ously reserved for the crusades.
—Jessalynn Bird
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Alexander Nevskii (1221-1263)

Prince of Novgorod (1236-1263) and grand prince of
Vladimir (1252-1263); renowned for resisting the attacks of
German and Swedish crusaders against northwestern Russia.

Alexander Yaroslavich belonged to the Vladimir-Suz-
dalian branch of the Ryurikid dynasty, and was the second
son of Yaroslav Vsevolodovich, prince of Novgorod (later
grand prince of Vladimir). He had already served as his
father’s governor in Novgorod before becoming prince in
1236. The byname Nevskii (attested from the fifteenth cen-
tury) derives from his great victory at the river Neva, when,
thanks to Alexander’s tactics, the outnumbered Novgoro-
dian host smashed an invading Swedish army (15 July
1240).

At the end of 1240 Alexander left Novgorod after having
quarreled with its citizens, and only returned a year later,
when a great part of the Novgorodian state, including Pskov,
had been occupied by the Teutonic Knights of Livonia and
their allies. In the winter of 1241-1242, the Novgorodian
troops with Alexander at their head expelled the crusaders
from the land of the Votians, and in March 1242 they liber-
ated Pskov and invaded the bishopric of Dorpat in Livonia.
On 5 April 1242, the Novgorodians overcame the crusaders
on the ice of Lake Peipus, after which the Livonians asked
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Prince Alexander Yaroslavich of Novgorod, from the film Alexander Nevsky, by Sergei Eisenstein (1938). (Mosfilm/The Kobal
Collection)

for peace and renounced all their claims to Russian lands.
Alexander resisted the attempts of the pope and the arch-
bishop of Riga to persuade him to accept the Latin form of
Christianity, and he succeeded in avoiding war on two fronts,
by keeping peace with the Mongol Great Khan and the khan
of the Golden Horde.

In 1252 Alexander became grand prince of Vladimir,
while remaining prince of Novgorod. In 1256 he was able to
prevent the Swedes from building a fortress on the right
bank of the river Narva. Alexander concluded a treaty against
the Teutonic Order with Mindaugas, king of Lithuania, in
1261, but a planned joint attack on Livonia the next year
failed, as Alexander was obliged to journey to the Golden

Horde; there he fell ill, and he died while returning to
Vladimir. He was the subject of a memorable Russian film
made in 1938 by Sergei Eisenstein.

—Evgeniya L. Nazarova

See also: Novgorod; Pskov; Neva, Battle on the (1240);
Peipus, Battle of Lake (1242); Russia (Rus’)
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Alexandretta

Alexandretta (mod. Iskenderun, Turkey) was a minor port
in Syria. Tancred, nephew of Bohemund of Taranto, cap-
tured the town with the aid of the ships of Guiynemer of
Boulogne in 1097. By 1099, however, a Byzantine garrison
had seized the town, basing its authority on Byzantine con-
trol of the area in the tenth and eleventh centuries. Tancred
retook it in the course of his conquest of Ciliciain 1101, and
it remained under Antiochene rule, apart from brief periods
under the control of the Byzantines (1137-1143) and the
Armenian Rupenid dynasty (1152-1155), until it was
assigned to the Templars.

In 1188 Saladin captured Alexandretta, but it was soon
seized by Leon II, prince of Cilicia, along with the important
castle of Baghras. The city’s thirteenth-century history is
obscure. Baghras returned to Templar control around 1212,
and it is likely that Alexandretta did, too. The town was prob-
ably conquered by the Mamliks in 1268.

—Christopher MacEvitt
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Alexandria, Capture of (1365)

The capture of the port of Alexandria (mod. El-Iskan-
deriya, Egypt) was the culmination of a crusade mounted
by King Peter I of Cyprus. It had no long-term strategic
benefits because the city could not be held for more than a
few days.

Peter, along with his chancellor, Philippe de Mézieres, and
the papal legate Peter Thomas were ardent proponents of
renewed crusading in the mid-fourteenth century. Scholars
debate whether the king’s enthusiasm stemmed from gen-
uine interest in the recovery of the Holy Land or from a more
practical concern for Cyprus’s economy and security, but
there is no doubt that his enthusiasm was sincere (despite

suffering acutely from seasickness, he spent many months
traveling by ship in pursuit of his goals).

There had been much talk of a major crusade in the
decades following the fall of Acre (mod. ‘Akko, Israel), the
last major Christian stronghold in the Holy Land, to the
Mamlik sultanate in 1291. However, only lesser expeditions
had actually been conducted. Peter had shown interest in a
crusade from his youth, and when he inherited the throne
of Cyprus in 1359, he began a series of raids along the coasts
of Anatolia, Cilicia, Syria, and Palestine. In 1362 he set out
on an extended tour of Western courts seeking support for
amajor crusade, a task made somewhat easier by the lull in
the Hundred Years’ War following the Treaty of Brétigny
between the French and English monarchies in 1360. Peter’s
party was lavishly entertained and showered with promises
of aid, few of which were kept. Nevertheless, in 1365 Peter
amassed French, English, Cypriot, Hospitaller, and other
forces amounting to perhaps 165 ships, 10,000 men, and
1,400 horses, which assembled off the island of Rhodes. This
was large considering the circumstances, but almost cer-
tainly too small to make a serious long-term impact. The
expedition’s destination was kept secret until after it left
Rhodes on 4 October.

The crusaders arrived at Alexandria on 9 October. They
mounted major attacks throughout the next day and found
a portion of the wall undefended, an oversight they exploited
so effectively that the city was in their hands by the evening.
A great sack and massacre resulted, continuing for three
days. Seventy or more ships were filled with booty, and 5,000
captives were placed on other vessels. Two of the three land
gates of the city were apparently also destroyed, a misjudg-
ment that impaired the ability of the crusaders to defend
their prize.

As the crusaders met to determine what to do next, alarge
Mamlak army was approaching. King Peter, together with
Peter Thomas and Philippe de Mézieres, argued passionately
for remaining and defending the city, which he may have
hoped to use as a base to conquer all of Egypt and then the
Holy Land. But others, including most of the crusaders from
the West, argued for flight. Even the Hospitallers and Peter’s
own brothers were against staying. The latter party, whose
opinion prevailed, has been accused of cowardice ever since,
but it is difficult to fault their reasoning. Previous crusades
against Egypt had foundered because of their leaders’ unwill-
ingness to limit their gains or to withdraw before they were
trapped. The crusaders had just struck a devastating blow, at
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least temporarily, at the major center of Mamliik economic
activity, garnering enormous resources that could, at least
theoretically, be used to finance further operations. Accord-
ing to the poet Guillaume de Machaut, whose Prise d’Alixan-
dre is a major source for the crusade, the king and his
entourage were among the last to leave, withdrawing from the
beach only as Mamlik troops were pouring into the city.
This expedition was the last significant crusade to mount
an actual attack on a major target in or near the Holy Land.
Peter may have hoped to keep his force together and strike
again, but this proved impossible. Many westerners, includ-
ing the noted French knight Bertrand du Guesclin, were
inspired by the capture of Alexandria and began to prepare
for a new expedition, a scheme that collapsed when the
Venetians, who were unhappy at the way the crusade had
seriously disrupted their trade with Egypt, spread the false
rumor that Cyprus and the Mamliks had come to terms.
Peter continued raiding the surrounding Muslim-held coasts
and in 1368 traveled again to Rome in search of support. He
was murdered by a disgruntled subject in 1369, however,
and his plans came to nothing, leaving the capture of Alexan-
dria as his main, albeit temporary, achievement.
—Paul Crawford
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Alexios | Komnenos (d. 1118)

Byzantine emperor (1081-1118) and ally of the earliest cru-
saders.

Alexios was born around 1057, the third son of the noble-
man John Komnenos and his wife, Anna Dalassene. He
served as a general under the emperors Michael VII Doukas
(1071-1078) and Nikephoros III Botaneiates (1078-1081)
before rebelling in 1081 and seizing the throne with the aid
of the Doukas family (he had married Irene Doukaina in

1078). Alexios developed a system of “family government”
that concentrated power in the hands of the great aristo-
cratic families related to him and rewarded them for their
support; the Doukas, Palaiologos, and Melissenos kinship
groups received high posts and titles in the imperial gov-
ernment and were allocated the revenues of the regions they
governed.

The first ten years of Alexios’s reign were characterized
by serious military threats. In 1081-1083 the western
Balkans were attacked by Normans from southern Italy
under the leadership of Robert Guiscard and his son, Bohe-
mund. After a series of defeats, Alexios was able to recapture
Dyrrachion (mod. Durrés, Albania) and Kastoria and secure
control of northern and central Greece. He enlisted the help
of the Venetian navy to attack the Normans in the Adriatic,
in return granting Venice considerable trading privileges in
all parts of the empire (except the ports of the Black Sea,
Crete, and Cyprus) as well as a trading wharf in Constan-
tinople (c. 1082). In the northern Balkans, the attacks of the
nomadic steppe peoples were finally halted by Alexios’s vic-
tory over the Pechenegs at the battle of Mount Lebounion
(1091) and his defeat of the Cumans in 1094. In Asia Minor,
the situation was even more serious. By 1084, Antioch (mod.
Antakya, Turkey), Edessa (mod. $anlurfa, Turkey), and
Melitene (mod. Malatya, Turkey) had all been lost to the
Turks. In 1081, Alexios had made peace with Siileyman, the
Saljiiq sultan of Riim, but the Aegean islands were subject
to naval attack from Chaka, the emir of Smyrna (mod. [zmir,
Turkey), who had even attempted to ally with the Pechenegs.

Alexios’s control of the empire was by no means assured;
in 1091, John the Oxite, patriarch of Antioch, criticized the
emperor for his harsh taxation and for favoring his relatives
rather than more able men, and blamed him for the parlous
state of the empire. A debased coinage, not reformed by
Alexios until the end of his reign, meant that the imperial
administration was being deprived of much of its true mon-
etary revenues, while much income was spent on hiring mer-
cenaries. Turks helped fight the Normans and, in 1089, 500
Flemish knights arrived to fight for the emperor, sent as a
result of an oath of loyalty to Alexios taken by Robert I, count
of Flanders, on his way home from a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem.

By 1095 warfare among the different Saljiiq rulers had
weakened their power in Asia Minor, and Alexios, now
familiar with the valuable fighting power of Western
knights, sent emissaries to the Council of Piacenza to ask the
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pope and Western leaders for help in his projected cam-
paigns against the Turks. Particular mention was probably
made of the fate of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, now in
Muslim hands.

Alexios’s treatment of the forces of the First Crusade
(1096-1099), though much criticized by contemporary
Western sources, was consistent with his aim of making the
best use of skilled Western knights in his projected recon-
quest of Byzantine lands in Asia Minor. Thus he exacted
oaths of loyalty from the Western leaders; even Raymond of
Saint-Gilles, initially reluctant to take an oath, eventually
swore to respect the life and honor of the emperor. Alexios
provided the leaders with money, food, and military support,
and his close adviser, Tatikios, was deputed to accompany
the crusaders. Alexios’s policy was initially rewarded by the
recapture of Nicaea (mod. Iznik, Turkey) in May 1097,
although Westerners were critical that the city passed
directly into imperial hands, despite the fact this was in
accordance with the agreements made in Constantinople
that all reconquered lands should revert to the empire.

However, it was Alexios’s actions at the time of the siege
of Antioch (1097-1098) that ultimately served to blacken his
reputation with the crusaders. In February 1098 Tatikios
abandoned the siege in order to fetch reinforcements. Alex-
ios set out from Constantinople with these, but at Philome-
lion (mod. Aksehir, Turkey) in the summer of 1098 he was
informed by crusaders who had abandoned the city that
Antioch could not hold out against an expected Muslim
counterattack. The emperor therefore retreated to Constan-
tinople, but as a consequence of his perceived betrayal of his
“vassals,” Bohemund refused to hand the city over to the
Byzantines, even though he was formally asked to do so in
March 1099. By the Treaty of Devol (1108), Alexios later
compelled Bohemund to agree that Antioch should revert to
imperial control after his death; in fact it never did. Thus one
of Alexios’s major aims remained unachieved.

Although Alexios supported the Crusade of 1101 with
money and men, its ultimate failure was blamed on “Greek
treachery” by Westerners, and the emperor’s image in the
West remained that of a man who could not keep his word.
By the time of his death (15 August 1118), however, Alexios
had succeeded in reconquering parts of western Asia Minor
and had been accepted as overlord by some Saljiiq groups.
Alexios’s internal government was marked by its suppres-
sion of dissent in both political and religious spheres. Accu-
sations of heresy were made against those, like John Italos,

who too openly admired the work of secular ancient philoso-

phers; dualists such as the Bogomils were hunted down.

Alexios further emphasized his personal orthodoxy by vis-

iting holy men such as St. Cyril of Philea and by carrying out

philanthropic works, such as founding an orphanage in

Constantinople. His reign is described in a eulogistic history,

the Alexiad, written by his daughter, Anna Komnene, who

portrays her father as a Homeric hero overcoming all odds.

Other Byzantine historians, such as John Zonaras, bitterly

criticized his autocratic tendencies and his family’s ruthless

pursuit of power.
—Rosemary Morris

Bibliography

Alexios I Komnenos, ed. Margaret Mullett and Dion Smythe
(Belfast: Belfast Byzantine Enterprises, 1997).

Angold, Michael, Church and Society in Byzantium under the
Comneni, 1081-1261 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1995).

, The Byzantine Empire, 1025-1204: A Political
History, 2d ed. (London: Pearson, 1997).

Shepard, Jonathan, “Cross-Purposes: Alexius Comnenus and
the First Crusade,” in The First Crusade: Origins and
Impact, ed. Jonathan Phillips (Manchester: Manchester
University Press, 1997), pp. 107-129.

Alexios Il Angelos (d. 1211)
Byzantine emperor (1195-1203). Alexios was born around
1153, the elder brother of Isaac I, first ruler of the Angelos
dynasty, whom he deposed on 8 April 1195 and subse-
quently had blinded and imprisoned.

Generally ranked among the most incompetent Byzantine
sovereigns, Alexios I1I oppressed his people through extrav-
agance and heavy taxes, among them a “German tax” (Gr.
alamanikon) in 1197, reputedly required to ward off the Ger-
man emperor Henry VI’s crusading plans against Byzan-
tium. Several Greek and Balkan local rulers rebelled against
Alexios, among them Leo Sgouros and Manuel Kammytzes,
who proclaimed their independence in the northeastern
Peloponnese and northern Thessaly, while Alexios almost
lost his throne in a court coup led by John Axouchos Kom-
nenos Pachys (1200/1201).

In the summer of 1203 the Fourth Crusade arrived before
the walls of Constantinople, and on 17/18 July Alexios igno-
miniously fled from his capital with the imperial treasury
and crown jewels, escaping to Mosynopolis in Thrace, while
the crusaders installed Isaac II and the latter’s son Alexios
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IV as co-emperors. In the summer of 1204, Alexios III allied
himself with Alexios V Doukas Mourtzouphlos, who had
overthrown the co-emperors (January 1204), but fled again
after the second capture of Constantinople by the crusaders
(12-13 April). Alexios III gave his daughter Eudokia
Angelina to Mourtzouphlos in marriage, but aspired to
regain the throne for himself; in August 1204 he had Mourt-
zouphlos blinded, and Eudokia was married to the nobleman
Leo Sgouros, whose power was still in the ascendant. Soon
afterward Alexios III and his wife Euphrosyne Doukaina
were captured by Boniface of Montferrat (late 1204) and
detained in Thessaly. Ransomed in 1209/1210 by his relative
Michael I of Epiros, Alexios was sent to the Saljiiq sultan of
Ram, Kay-Khusraw I, with whose help he hoped to regain
his crown. However, after the defeat of the Saljiiqs by
Theodore I Laskaris in spring 1211, Alexios was seized and
incarcerated in the Hyakinthos monastery in Nicaea, where
he died soon after.
—Alexios G. C. Savvides
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Alexios IV Angelos (1182/1183-1204)

Byzantine emperor (1203-1204).

The son of Emperor Isaac I Angelos, Alexios was incar-
cerated when his father was overthown and blinded by his
uncle, Isaac’s brother, Alexios IIT Angelos (8 April 1195). In
late 1201 the young Alexios escaped to Italy and made his
way to the court of Philip of Swabia, king of Germany, the
husband of his sister Irene Angelina. Philip supported Alex-
i0s’s claims to the Byzantine throne and put him in contact
with the republic of Venice, which had supplied the fleet that
was intended to transport the Fourth Crusade to Egypt. By
January 1203 Alexios had joined the crusaders at Zara,

promising them large sums of money and the submission of
the Greek Orthodox Church to the papacy in exchange for
their assistance in restoring him to the throne of Byzantium,
and a pact between Alexios and the crusaders was agreed on
at Corfu in May 1203. On 17/18 July 1203, Alexios III was
ousted from the Byzantine capital, and Isaac I was restored,
with Alexios IV as co-emperor and effective ruler (August
1203). The pro-Latin attitude of the young Alexios estranged
him from his own subjects, yet he soon proved incapable of
fulfilling his promises to the crusaders. Unable to settle his
enormous debts, he was compelled to increase the already
cumbersome taxation set by his predecessor, and growing
discontent gave way to open rebellion under the nobleman
Alexios (V) Doukas Mourtzouphlos, who seized power
(28/29 January 1204) and had Alexios IV strangled in prison
ten days later (8 February 1204).

—Alexios G. C. Savvides

See also: Alexios III Angelos (d. 1211); Alexios V Doukas
Mourtzouphlos (d. 1204); Byzantine Empire; Fourth
Crusade (1202-1204)
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Alexios V Doukas Mourtzouphlos

(d. 1204)

Byzantine emperor (January-April 1204); the last ruler of
the empire before the conquest of Constantinople by the
Fourth Crusade (1202-1204).

A scion of the noble Doukas family, Alexios was nick-
named Mourtzouphlos (Gr. “bushy-browed,” “sullen,”
“morose”) and joined the abortive coup (1200/1201) of John
Axouchos Komnenos against Alexios III Angelos, for which

47



Alfonso | of Aragon (d. 1134)

he was incarcerated until July 1203, when Isaac IT and Alex-
ios IV were jointly brought to the throne with crusader help.
On his release, Mourtzouphlos was given the title of pro-
tovestiarios, which did not, however, prevent him from
manifesting his anti-Latin feelings, thus undermining the
pro-Latin policies of Alexios IV. On 27 January 1204, Byzan-
tine popular discontent against Alexios IV resulted in the
brief proclamation of the unwilling Nicholas Kanabos as
emperor, a development exploited by Mourtzouphlos, who
encouraged Alexios IV to seek crusader aid to oust Kana-
bos and then used this as a pretext to overthrow him (28/29
January 1204).

After being crowned (5 February), Mourtzouphlos tried
to fortify parts of his capital and dictate demands for an
immediate crusader withdrawal, which soon provoked an
attack. He and his supporters repelled a first crusader assault
(9 February) but were eventually overwhelmed, and he fled
just before Constantinople was stormed and captured (12/13
April). During the summer of 1204 Mourtzouphlos sought
refuge at Mosynopolis in Thrace with Alexios III, who gave
him in marriage his daughter Eudokia Angelina; however,
Alexios III had evidently not forgiven his new son-in-law’s
previous plots against him, and had him blinded (August
1204). Mourtzouphlos ended up in the hands of the Franks,
who had him tried and found guilty of treason against Alex-
ios IV; he was cast to his death from the heights of the Theo-
dosian Column in Constantinople.

—Alexios G. C. Savvides

See also: Alexios IV Angelos (1182/1183-1204); Byzantine
Empire; Fourth Crusade (1202-1204)

Bibliography

Brand, Charles, Byzantium Confronts the West, 1180-1204
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1968).

Hendrickx, Benjamin, and Corinna Matzuke, “Alexios V
Doukas Mourtzouphlos: His Life, Reign and Death,
?-1204,” EMnviké. 31 (1979), 108-132.

Queller, Donald E., and Thomas F. Madden, The Fourth
Crusade: The Conquest of Constantinople, 2d ed.
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1997).

Savvides, Alexios G. C., “Ilepi Tov yevapyn tov KavoPoaiov
Niordov Kavafov to 1204 n.X.,” Navmoktioxd
5(1990-1991), 133-142.

Alfama, Order
See St. George of Alfama, Order of

Alfonso | of Aragon (d. 1134)
King of Aragon and Navarre (1109-1134), known as “the
Battler” (Sp. el Batallador).
Alfonso was born around 1073, the second son of Sancho
I. He succeeded to the throne on the death of his childless elder
brother, Peter I (1109). The same year, Alfonso married the
Castilian princess and heiress Urraca, but despite several
diplomatic and military initiatives, he ultimately failed in his
attempt to gain control of Castile and Leén. Known for his mil-
itary prowess (hence his nickname), the Aragonese king suc-
ceeded in moving the Christian-Muslim frontier south by con-
quering Zaragoza in 1118, Tudela and Tarazona in 1119, and
Daroca and Calatayud in 1120. These campaigns were fostered
by ecclesiastical indulgences and attracted some fighters from
areas north of the Pyrenees. The king was clearly influenced
by crusading ideals, as best illustrated by his design to open
aland route to Jerusalem via the Iberian Peninsula and North
Africa. In 1125-1126, he led a campaign to Valencia and
Andalusia, returning with many thousand Mozarabs (Arabic-
speaking Christians), who were settled on the Ebro frontier.
The later years of his life were dedicated to the vain attempt
to conquer the Muslim towns of Lleida (Lérida) and Fraga. In
1134, Alfonso was mortally wounded at the battle of Fraga; on
his deathbed, he confirmed his last will of 1131. In this much
discussed document, the king left his realm to the Knights
Templar, the Hospitallers, and the Canons of the Holy Sepul-
chre. His wish, however, was never fulfilled, for both the
Navarrese and the Aragonese nobles preferred to ignore the
will and offered the crown to local magnates of their choice
(Garcfa IV and Ramiro II respectively).
—Nikolas Jaspert
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Alfonso IV of Aragon (1299-1336)

King of Aragon and Valencia and count of Barcelona
(1327-1336).
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Alfonso VII of Castile and Ledn (1105-1157)

Known as “the Benign,” Alfonso was the son of King James
II. Although Alfonso is best known for his conquest of Sar-
dinia, his campaigns against Genoa, and the incorporation of
the county of Urgell into his realm, among his driving ambi-
tions was the crusade against the Nasrid realm of Granada and
the Marinids of northwest Africa. Shortly after his coronation,
the king sent one of his most able diplomats, Ramén de
Melany, to several European courts and to Pope John XXII in
quest of support for his crusade, and received pledges from a
number of rulers (including the kings of France and
Bohemia). The king of Castile, however, probably fearing
Christian competition on the frontier with al-Andalus, with-
drew his initial cooperation, and Pope John’s enthusiasm
waned. Most foreign crusaders consequently decided not to
participate, and the summer campaign of 1330 against
Granada became a largely Catalan-Aragonese venture of very
limited scope and success. After some local skirmishes, a
peace treaty was signed in 1335. Alfonso died on 24 January
1336 and was succeeded by his son Peter IV.

—Nikolas Jaspert
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Alfonso VI of Castile and Leon
(1040-1109)
King of Ledén (1065-1109) and Castile (1072-1109).

Alfonso VI was the son of Ferdinand I, king of Leén. He
inherited Ledn on the death of his father and succeeded to
Castile on the death of his elder brother, Sancho II. It was
Alfonso’s foremost policy to spread the concept of Recon-
quista (reconquest) in order to convert the struggle against
Islam into an Iberian crusade. Alfonso VI established his rule
upon this ideological basis, which was ratified by the church
by means of both his alliance with the Cluniac Order and his
imposition of the Roman rite in Castile and Le6n instead of
the traditional Spanish Mozarabic liturgy.

By 1077, Alfonso VI proclaimed himself “Emperor of all
Spain” (Lat. imperator totius Hispaniae), and, following his
expansionist policy, in 1085 he carried out the military
occupation of the Islamic Taifa kingdom of Toledo. This vic-
tory broke the balance of power between Christians and

Muslims in the Iberian Peninsula. It also led to a reaction
not only from the alfaquies (the most intransigent religious
sections among Andalusians) but also from the rising
Almoravid Empire, which inflicted defeats upon him at
Sagrajas (1086) and Uclés (1108). He was succeeded in both
kingdoms by his daughter Urraca.

—Carlos de Ayala
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Alfonso VII of Castile and Leon
(1105-1157)

King of Castile and Leén (1126-1157); the son of Urraca,
queen of Castile and Ledn, and Raymond of Burgundy,
count of Galicia.

After Urraca’s troubled reign, Alfonso VII helped restore
both social peace and political stability in Leén and Castile.
It was his policy to strengthen the idea of the “Hispanic
Empire” by means of imposing feudal links of dependency
in order to guarantee the predominance of Castile and Le6n
over the other Christian kingdoms of the Iberian Peninsula.
Their rulers, as well as numerous princes of the south of
France, attended Alfonso’s imperial coronation at Ledn
(1135). However, Alfonso was forced to concede the inde-
pendence of Portugal (1143).

The imperial idea further motivated Alfonso to pursue the
struggle against Islam. Both the collapse of the Almoravid
Empire and political division in Islamic Spain facilitated his
offensive: he took Oreja (1139), Coria (1142), and Calatrava
(1147), the latter being a key stronghold in the route between
Toledo and Cérdoba. Later, he took Almeria (1147), in col-
laboration with Aragon, Genoa, and Pisa. The rising Almo-
had Empire, which had replaced that of the Almoravids in
North Africa, launched an Islamic counteroffensive. Alfonso
VII died while on his way to relieve Almerfa, which had been
recaptured by the Almohad army. His death clearly showed
the failure of his imperial aspirations, for his realm was
divided between his sons, Sancho III receiving Castile, and
Ferdinand II receiving Ledn.

—Carlos de Ayala
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Alfonso VIII of Castile (1155-1214)
King of Castile (1158-1214).

Alfonso was born at Soria on 11 November 1155, the son
of King Sancho I1I of Castile and Blanca of Navarre. He inher-
ited from his father the kingdom of Castile, which had been
separated from that of Ledn as a consequence of the testa-
ment of Alfonso VII. As he was underage, there was a trou-
bled regency until 1169, during which the mightiest noble
families (such as the Castros and the Laras) contended for
power and thus allowed the intervention of the kingdoms of
Leén and Navarre.

Once he came of age, Alfonso VIII started to pursue three
main political objectives: the strengthening of the kingdom,
the consolidation of its frontiers, and the struggle against
Islam. In regard to the first, the king showed a keen interest
in urban development, as well as in standardizing the vari-
ous law codes coexisting in his kingdom. He also helped
strengthen representative institutions such as the curia regia
(the court council), in which some members of the city coun-
cils probably took part. The frontiers of the kingdom were
consolidated by means of treaties with Ledn, Aragon, and
Navarre, by which Alfonso VIII annexed Alava and Guiptiz-
coa (1200). He also had expectations with regard to Gascony,
as a consequence of his marriage to Eleanor, daughter of
King Henry II of England.

Alfonso fought the Almohad Empire, which had grown
stronger since 1172 after it had controlled the disunity and
internal strife of Muslim Spain. To this end, Alfonso asked the
military orders for help and favored them in return: he
granted goods and privileges to the Order of Calatrava and
introduced the Order of Santiago into Castile, granting it the
town of Uclés (1174). In 1177 he conquered Cuenca, sup-
ported by the military orders and the king of Aragon. Later,
however, he was seriously defeated at Alarcos (1195), as a
result of the lack of unity among the Iberian Christian prin-
cipalities. Due to the pope’s preaching of the crusade, Alfonso

VIII obtained not only the aid of his former Christian ene-
mies, but also that of numerous French knights, as well as the
prelates of Narbonne, Bordeaux, and Nantes. He led them all
to the crucial victory over the Almohads at the battle of Las
Navas de Tolosa (1212). Thereafter, Alfonso VIII successfully
secured the Castilian frontier at the Sierra Morena.
—Carlos de Ayala
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Alfonso X of Castile and Leon (1221-1284)
King of Castile and Ledn (1252-1282).

The son of King Ferdinand III, Alfonso X was a pioneer
in his attempts to strengthen the Castilian-Leonese monar-
chy by basing his kingship on the concept of royal sover-
eignty. He subordinated his two important, complementary
political concerns to this objective. One of these was to
obtain the imperial title; the other was to impose his author-
ity throughout the whole of his united realm.

As the son of Beatrix, daughter of Philip of Swabia,
Alfonso aspired to become Holy Roman Emperor. Elected as
king of Germany in opposition to the English candidate
Richard of Cornwall in 1257, Alfonso opposed the Franco-
papal Guelph cause led by Charles I of Anjou. The king
wanted to make use of the authority inherent in the impe-
rial title in order to affirm the hegemony of Castile over all
the Christian kingdoms in the Iberian Peninsula. This
involved the exercise of a strong, centralized power, and he
dedicated his principal governing initiatives to the consoli-
dation of this power. His initiatives related to four main areas
of activity: legislative work, territorial uniformity, definition
of stable frontiers, and cultural control.

The king’s legislative work consisted in the codification of
a corpus of common law, called Espéculo, which was later
integrated into another more copious work, the Partidas.
The Roman, homologizing principles that dominated this
endeavor materialized in the promulgation of a Fuero Real
(royal privilege) granted to many cities in the kingdom. The
king’s fundamental preoccupation was the legal unification
of his territory; this centralizing tendency affected the
autonomous status of some of the subjugated Islamic com-
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munities, which responded by rebelling. Thus in 1264 a sig-
nificant uprising occurred in the Muslim communities of
Andalusia and Murcia with the connivance of the king of
Granada.

Another of the great challenges of King Alfonso was to
create stable, defined frontiers. For this reason, he main-
tained complex relations with the neighboring Christian
kingdoms and established customs duties that helped to
define the political map of the kingdom. But, above all, the
frontier policies were part of the reconquest, which severely
reduced the Islamic presence in the Peninsula, limiting it to
the Nasrid kingdom of Granada. The aim of the monarch
was to take the crusade to North Africa so as to control the
Strait of Gibraltar, and although this never came about,
between 1261 and 1263 he subjugated Niebla, repopulated
Cédiz, and expelled the Muslims from Ecija and other bor-
der towns.

Alfonso’s final main aim was to confer on the kingdom a
feeling of community, in an attempt to form a coherent soci-
ety as a support for effective governmental action. To achieve
this aim, he made use of two instruments: language and his-
tory. He imposed Castilian as the official mode of expression,
and he stimulated the writing of historiographical works (the
Estoria de Espanna and the General Estoria) reconstructing
the common past of all the kingdoms in the Peninsula so as
to justify his aspirations of hegemony. Initiatives such as
these and his work of cultural sponsorship brought him the
nickname of the Learned King. This complex political pro-
gram aroused serious opposition, not only from the Mus-
lims, but from those who regarded the centralist attitude of
the monarch as a threat to their economic and social privi-
leges. Bishops and territorial nobles rose up against the king
in 1271, and some ten years later (1282), led by the crown
prince, the future Sancho IV, they provoked a civil war,
which brought about the dethronement of the king. He died
at Seville on 4 April 1284.

—Carlos de Ayala
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Alfonso Xl of Castile (1311-1350)
King of Castile (1312-1350).

The son of King Ferdinand IV of Castile and Constance of
Portugal, Alfonso came to the throne as a minor. During his
adolescence, the political turbulence of the preceding reign
continued. In 1325 he came of age, and from then on was
extremely active in his attempts to restore the authority of
the monarchy and to neutralize the threat from the Marinid
dynasty of North Africa. In respect of the former aim, he was
aworthy continuator of the centralizing politics of his great-
grandfather Alfonso X: by promulgating the Ordenamiento
de Alcald in 1348, he established Roman-canonical law in the
kingdom. Against the Marinid sultan, who had been send-
ing troops to the Iberian Peninsula since 1338, Alfonso con-
cluded an alliance with the kingdom of Aragon and also with
Genoa, which put ships at his disposition to block the Strait
of Gibraltar; there was a further alliance with Portugal,
which participated actively in the battle of the river Salado,
near Tarifa (1340). In this campaign, declared a crusade by
Pope Benedict XII, the allied troops, helped by an impres-
sive participation of the military orders, defeated the
Marinids and their Granadan allies. This victory meant the
end of the African invasions of the Peninsula, although the
Marinids retained a presence in Algeciras and Gibraltar. In
1343 Alfonso conquered Algeciras, taking advantage of the
new artillery technology, but died seven years later while
besieging Gibraltar. He was succeeded by his son Peter I
“the Cruel.”

—Carlos de Ayala
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Algeciras, Siege of (1342-1344)

The siege of the Muslim-held city of Algeciras in Andalusia
(in mod. Spain) culminated in its capture by Castilian forces
under King Alfonso XI in March 1344.

The astounding victory of the combined forces of the
kings of Castile and Portugal at the river Salado (October
1340) broke the joint Marinid-Nasrid siege of Tarifa but did
not significantly reduce the presence of the Muslim forces in
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the region. The impetus of that triumph allowed King
Alfonso XI of Castile to carry out another successful cam-
paign on his southern frontier in 1341. In the autumn of that
year, the king contemplated a bolder goal: the city of Alge-
ciras. Any lasting territorial gain had become dependent on
the control of the Strait of Gibraltar, which would prevent the
kings of Granada from gaining help from the Marinid sul-
tans of Morocco. Tarifa, the natural landing base for North
African Muslims since 711, had been conquered by Castile
in 1292, but Algeciras, a privileged harbor in a bay protected
from uncomfortable eastern winds by the Rock of Gibraltar,
was still in Moorish hands. Alfonso XI began to besiege the
city in August 1342. He had to resort to extraordinary fiscal
expedients: the alcabala (a new sales tax), as well as wide-
spread borrowing and conversion of his own personal silver
into money in order to meet the expenses of a campaign that
lasted twenty-one months. The Castilian troops were aug-
mented by other peninsular forces. The crusading spirit
drove King Philip IIT of Navarre to take part in the siege, and
small contingents from as far away as Germany and England
(including the earls of Derby and Salisbury) also took part.
The Castilian navy had experienced heavy losses in previous
years, and Alfonso XI had to resort to unreliable Genoese and
Aragonese ships under the nominal command of the
Genoese Egidio Bocanegra.

The siege progressively tightened, especially by sea, the
only means of supply left to the inhabitants of Algeciras.
After the defeat of a Muslim relief army at the river Palmones
in December 1343, both Marinids and Nasrids realized that
Algeciras could not be saved. On 22 March 1344 King Yasuf
I of Granada offered to surrender the place on terms that
were accepted by Alfonso XI. Five days later, the Castilian
king made his entry into the town. The long siege was the last
great example of a medieval assault before artillery became
widely used in the second half of the fourteenth century.

—Luis Garcia-Guijarro Ramos
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Algirdas (d. 1377)
Grand duke of Lithuania (1345-1377) and major opponent
of the Teutonic Order.

A few years after the death of his father, Grand Duke Ged-
iminas (1341/1342), Algirdas (Ger. Olgerd, Pol. Olgierd,
Russ. Ol'gerd) seized power with the help of his brother
Kestutis. Although he cooperated so closely with Kestutis
and other brothers or nephews that these are often called
reges (kings) in the sources, Algirdas held supreme power in
Lithuania. Through war and marriage alliances, he expanded
his rule over the western part of Russia and most of present-
day Ukraine. Tribute and soldiers from such conquests
helped the pagan Lithuanians to resist the Teutonic Order’s
crusade, and made Lithuania for a time the largest state in
Europe. Algirdas often played a leading role in battles with
the Teutonic Order and its allies, for example in 1345, when
Lithuanian forces took the fortress of Mitau, and in 1348,
when he and Kestutis were defeated in the battle of Stréva.
Despite successive marriages to Orthodox Russian
princesses (Maria of Vitebsk and Juliana of Tver), Algirdas
remained a pagan, characterized as evil and godless by the
same Russian chroniclers who praised his intelligence and
prudence. He allowed Latin and Greek Orthodox churches
in Vilnius and encouraged Christian merchants, yet he did
not permit insult to pagan ways or any questioning of his
own power, attitudes that probably explain why he executed
three Lithuanian converts to Greek Orthodox Christianity at
his court.

Algirdas knew how to use diplomacy rather than force in
matters of religion. He twice obtained from the patriarch of
Constantinople a separate metropolitan of Lithuania for the
Orthodox population of Lithuanian-ruled lands to counter-
act the pro-Muscovite policies of the metropolitan of Rus-
sia. In 1358 he negotiated with Emperor Charles IV about
conversion to the Roman faith, but after obtaining useful
peace treaties, he suddenly made new demands, refusing to
convert unless the Teutonic Order ceded most of its lands in
Prussia to Lithuania and transferred its activities to the
Russian steppes. The baptism negotiations collapsed, prob-
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ably as intended. When Algirdas died in 1377, he was cre-
mated with grave goods and horses in grand pagan fashion.
He had at least seven daughters and twelve sons, including
Jogaila, who became king of Poland as Wladystaw 11 Jagielto.

—Rasa Mazeika
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Almohads

A political movement and dynasty that ruled North Africa
and al-Andalus from the mid-twelfth to mid-thirteenth cen-
turies. The name is derived from the Arabic al-Muwahhidiin
(those who assert the unity of God).

The founder of the movement was Muhammad ibn
Tamart, who began to preach a message of Islamic revival
among the Masmuida Berbers of the Atlas Mountains in the
1120s. An attack on Marrakesh in 1130 failed, and he died
soon after. The movement was taken over by his lieutenant
‘Abd al-Mu’min, who established his control by ruthless
purges of any opponents. In 1147 he conquered Marrakesh
and destroyed the remnants of the Almoravid regime.

In 1147 the first Almohad troops entered al-Andalus, and
in 1148 Seville was taken, but progress was halted by Almo-
had campaigns in North Africa, which led to the conquest of
Constantine and Bejaia (Bougie) in 1152-1153. Following
this triumph, ‘Abd al-Mu’min set about consolidating his
control over the Almohad political apparatus. His sons were
appointed governors of provincial cities in both North Africa
and al-Andalus, and the descendants of the original Coun-
cil of Ten who had dominated the movement in its early days
became a sort of hereditary aristocracy, a privileged ruling
class. ‘Abd al-Mu’min himself took the title of caliph, imply-
ing both political independence and religious leadership.

The core of the Almohad army consisted of the original
Berber supporters of the dynasty, who were said to have
numbered 10,000 and were usually quartered in Marrakesh,

except when they were on campaign with the caliph. Unlike
the Almoravids, the Almohads coopted native Andalusi
military leaders, and families like the Banti Azzun of Jerez
were to play an important role in Almohad campaigns in the
Iberian Peninsula.

In 1155 the Almohads took Granada from the last of the
Almoravid governors, but Valencia and Murcia remained
independent under the control of Ibn Mardanish, a local
Muslim ruler closely allied to the Castilians. The caliph
meanwhile was busy with the struggle against the Normans
of Sicily in Tunisia, where Tunis was taken by the Almohads
in 1159, and the last Norman outpost at Mahdia in January
1160. In 1163 the caliph assembled a vast army at his new
fortress city of Rabat, intending to cross to al-Andalus, but
he died before the expedition could set out.

He was succeeded by his son Aba Yasuf Ya‘qub
(1163-1184). He was a cultured and bookish man, who built
up a large library and entertained leading intellectuals like
Ibn Tufayl and Ibn Rushd (known to Christendom as Aver-
roes) at his court. He was not, however, a great warrior, and
the Almohad position in al-Andalus was continually threat-
ened, by Giraldo Sempavor in the west, who took Trujillo and
Evora, and by Ibn Mardanish of Murcia in the East.

In 1172 the caliph launched a major military expedition
against Castile. Morale was boosted by the death (from nat-
ural causes) of Ibn Mardanish. After an unsuccessful attempt
to take the small Castilian town of Huete, the Almohad
army descended on Ibn Mardanish’s heartlands around
Murcia. Ibn Mardanish’s family were received into the
caliph’s favor and, for the first time, all the Muslims of al-
Andalus (except for the Balearic Islands) were under Almo-
had rule. However, the great expedition had failed to recover
any territory from the Christians.

When the caliph left al-Andalus in 1176, the security posi-
tion began to decline immediately. In 1177 Cuenca fell to the
Castilians, while the Portuguese sacked Beja in 1178 and
began raiding the Algarve at will. In 1180 the caliph decided
that Tunisia, where the Bedouin Arabs presented a contin-
uing problem, was the most pressing concern, and he did not
return to Marrakesh until 1182. In 1184 he led an attack on
Santarém on the river Tagus but was surprised in his tent
and killed.

His son and successor, Abl Yiisuf, who took the title of
al-Mansar (the one granted victory), was a robust military
man. His first task was to cross the Strait of Gibraltar and
secure his position in Marrakesh. He may have intended to
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return to al-Andalus and avenge his father’s humiliating
death, but he first had to deal with problems in North Africa.
It was not until 1188 that some sort of Almohad control was
reestablished.

In 1190 he turned his attention to al-Andalus and led an
expedition against the Portuguese fortresses in the Tagus
Valley, but he failed to take the Templar castle at Tomar, and
disease in the army forced him to retreat to Seville and then
to Morocco. In 1195 he set out to al-Andalus again. He led
his army north from Cérdoba, and on July 17 he met and
defeated the troops of Alfonso VIII of Castile at Alarcos in
the plain of Calatrava. In 1196 he led his army through
Extremadura and sacked the newly settled city of Plasencia.
In 1197 he raided around Madrid and Guadalajara, but
though the countryside was ravaged, no strong points were
captured.

In 1198 al-Mansar returned to Marrakesh, where he
died in January 1199. He was succeeded by his son al-Nasir
(1199-1213). In 1203 the Almohads enjoyed a success when
a naval expedition of 130 ships took the Balearic Islands
from the Ban@i Ghaniya dynasty. In 1209 the Christians in
al-Andalus began raiding the area around Cérdoba, and in
1211 the caliph gathered his forces at Rabat and crossed the
strait. He captured the castle of Salvatierra, used as a base
by the military Order of Calatrava. The next year Alfonso
VIII of Castile marched south with a force that included the
king of Aragon and contingents from all the kingdoms of
Spain. Al-Nasir went to meet him but was decisively
defeated at the battle of Las Navas de Tolosa (12 July 1212).
The caliph fled ignominiously back to Marrakesh, where he
died the next year.

The caliph was succeeded by his young son al-Mustansir
(1213-1224), whose death led to a series of succession dis-
putes that effectively paralyzed the Almohad caliphate.
Meanwhile the Almohad governors in al-Andalus had to try
to defend themselves. From 1230, Ferdinand III of Castile
began the series of campaigns that were to result in the con-
quest of the whole of al-Andalus apart from the kingdom of
Granada, but by this time the Almohads were largely irrel-
evant, their last rulers engaged in succession disputes in
Marrakesh and vain attempts to resist the rise of the
Marinid Berbers.

—Hugh Kennedy
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