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Preface

This volume, with one hundred new articles, supplements
the award-winning 10-volume Encyclopedia of World
Cultures, which wes aso organized and prepared by the
Human Relations Area Files (HRAF) a Yde University,
and published by G. K. Hal/Macmillan Library Reference
between 1991 and 1996. The volume includes three kinds of
entries. One kind is an important culture that was not
included, for one reason or ancther, in the origina encyclo-
pedia. These new cultures are located in most regions of the
world, but especidly in Africa and North America. For
example, Rwandans and Barundi are now included. New or
updated articles on cultures that have been strongly affected
by recent political events are a second kind of entry here. For
example, the wars in the former Yugodavia required expan-
sions and updates of the articles on the Bosnian Mudlims,
Albanians, and Serbs, and the Afghanistan war caled for
revisions of the articles on the Tagjiks and Uzbeks. Findly,
there originally were only short entries on some important
cultures, including some that are of classc interest in
anthropology (for example, Crow, Zulu). These have now
been expanded and updated.

In preparing this supplement, we have asked for advice
from many scholars and contributors. We particularly thank
our advisory editors, Norma Diamond (China), Terence E.
Hays (Oceanid), Paul Hockings (South Asia, East and
Southeast Asia), M. Marlene Martin (North America), and
Johannes Wilbert (South America) for suggestions about
which cultures to add, enlarge, and update, and possble
authors. The cultures described here are listed aphabetical-
ly. The cultura summaries generaly provide a mix of infor-
mation—demographic, historical, socid, economic, politi-
ca, and religious. But the emphasis is on the culture, on the
ways of life of the people, past and present. Thisis an anthro-
pologica reference work, designed for comparing the ways of
life of cultures around the world. Usualy the authors of the
entries are anthropologists who have first-hand experience
with the cultures they describe. The entries fdlow a stan-
dardized outline; each summary usudly provides information
on a core ligt of topics, including the following:

CULTURE NAME The name used mogt often in the
anthropological and socid science literatures to refer to the
culture.

ETHNONYMS Alternative names for the culture includ-

Xvii

ing names used by outsiders, the sdf-name, and aternate
spellings.

ORIENTATION

I dentification and Location-  Derivation of the names and
ethnonyms, location of the culture, and a brief description of
the physicd environment.

Demography. Population history and the most recent reli-
able population figures or estimates, with dates.

Linguigtic Affiliation. The name of the language spoken
and/or written by the culture, its place in an international
language classification system, and internal variation in lan-
guage use.

HISTORY AND CULTURAL RELATIONS
Origins and history of the culture and the past and current
nature of relationships with other groups.

SETTLEMENTS The location of settlements, types of set-
tlements, types of structures, housing design, and materials.

ECONOMY

Subsistence. The primary methods of obtaining and dis-
tributing food and other necessities; if food and other neces-
dties are primarily bought and sold, that is mentioned here
but commercia activities are discussed more fully below.
Commercial Activities. Activities primarily involving
monetary exchange.

Indudtrial Arts. Implements and objects produced by the
culture either for its own use or for sale or trade.

Trade. Products traded and patterns of trade with other
groups.

Division of Labor. How basic economic tasks are assigned
by age, sex, ability, occupational speciaization, or status.
Land Tenure. Rules and practices concerning the dloca-
tion of land and land-use rights to members of the culture
and outsiders.

KINSHIP

Kin Groups and Descent. Rules and practices concern-
ing kin-based features of socia organization such as lineages
and clans and aliances between these groups.

Kinship Terminology. Classification of the kinship termi-
nological syssem on the basis of either cousin terms or gen-
eration, and information about any unique aspects of kin-
ship terminology.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Marriage. Rules and practices concerning reasons for

marriage, types of marriage, economic aspects of marriage,
postmarital residence, divorce, and remarriage.
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Domestic Unit- Description of the basic household unit
including type, size, and composition.

Inheritance. Rules and practices concerning the inheri-
tance of property.

Socialization. Rules and practices concerning child rear-
ing, including caretakers, values inculcated, child-rearing
methods, initiation rites, and education.

SOCIOPOLITICAL ORGANIZATION

Social Organization. Rules and practices concerning the
internal organization of the culture, including social status,
primary and secondary groups, and social stratification.
Political Organization. @ Rules and practices concerning
leadership, politics, governmental organizations, and deci-
sion making.

Social Control. The sources of conflict within the culture
and informal and formal social control mechanisms.
Conflict. The sources of conflict with other groups and
informal and formal means of resolving conflicts.

RELIGION AND EXPRESSIVE CULTURE

Religious Beliefs. The nature of religious beliefs including
beliefs in supernatural entities, traditional beliefs, and the
effects of major religions.

Religious Practitioners. The types, sources of power, and
activities of religious specialists such as shamans and priests.
Ceremonies. The nature, type, and frequency of religious
and other ceremonies and rites.

Arts. The nature, types, and characteristics of artistic
activities including literature, music, dance, carving, and so
on.

Medicine. The nature of traditional medical beliefs and
practices and the influence of scientific medicine.

Death and Afterlife. = The nature of beliefs and practices
concerning death, the deceased, funerals, and the afterlife.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

A selected list of the five-to-ten most important sources for
readers, including usually at least some references in
English.

AUTHOR’S NAME

Maps

There is a set of maps for each region of the world that will
help the reader find the country or countries in which the
culture is located.

Glossary

There is a glossary of technical and scientific terms found in
the summaries. Both general social science terms and
region-specific terms are included.

Country Index

Cultures are not clearly separated by country, so the coun-
try index lists the cultures in this volume under the coun-
tries in which they are located. Where a culture straddles a
political border, it is listed in the various countries in which
a substantial population resides.

Ethnonym  Index

There is an ethnonym index for the cultures covered in the
supplement. As mentioned above, ethnonyms are alterna-
tive names for the culture—that is, names different from
those used here as the summary headings. Ethnonyms may
be alternative spellings of the culture name, a totally differ-
ent name used by outsiders, a name used in the past but no
longer used, or the name in another language. It is not
unusual that some ethnonyms are considered degrading and
insulting by the people to whom they refer. These names
may be included here because they do identify the group and
may help some users locate the summary or additional infor-
mation on the culture in other sources. Authors usually
explain whether a particular ethnonym is considered accept-
able or unacceptable to the people being described in the
identification and location section. The ethnonyms index
contains pointers to the main culture name under which the
entry can be found.

Population Figures

We have tried to be as up-to-date and as accurate as possi-
ble in reporting population figures. This is no easy task, as
some groups are not counted in official government census-
es, some groups are very likely undercounted, and in some
cases the definition of a cultural group used by the census
takers differs from the definition we have used. In general,
we have relied on population figures supplied by the sum-
mary authors. Ifthe reported figure is from an earlier date—
say, the 1980s—itis usually because it is the most up-to-date
figure that could be found.

Acknowledgments
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Abau

ETHNONYM: Green River

Orientation

I dentification and Location. The Abau are the western-
most people living on the Sepik River. The name was applied
by linguists; it is not used by the Abau people. It might have
derived from the kinship term for grandparents, abau. “Green
River” is inappropriate as an ethnonym because it is the
name of a river flowing mainly through non-Abau territory
and of agovernment patrol post near the boundaries of three
unrelated language groups.

Abau territory fdls within Sandaun (West Sepik) Prov-
ince of Papua New Guinea and extends mainly aong the
south bank of the Sepik from the vicinity of the Ydlow River,
a northern tributary of the upper Sepik, to the international
border of the Indonesian province of Irian Jay a; that is be-
tween 141°00" and 141°00" E. by 4° S. It dso includes the
area south of the Green River patrol post and the floodplains
of the Idam and August rivers, southern tributaries of the
upper Sepik. The West Range to the south is sparsdly inhab-
ited by peoples who speak unrelated languages and whose
cultures are more related to those of the Sepik foothills than
to that of the riverine Abau. On the north sde of the Sepik,
in an area of swamps grading through forest to patchy grass
country, peoples of unrelated language groups share a culture
not unlike that of the Abau.

Demography. The names of 1990 and 2000 village-based
census units are difficult to correlate with Abau villages. The
linguist Laycock estimated 4,545 people based on informa
tion in 1970. The census figures for 1980 suggest no Sgnifi-
cant change. It is estimated that the Abau number between
4,500 and 5,000 people and inhabit 1,700 square miles (4,350
square kilometers).

Linguigtic Affiliation. Abau belongs to the Sepik-Ramu
phylum of Non-Austronesian (“Papuan”) languages and is
characterized by tonemes. The language most closdly related
to Abau is Iwam, which is spoken by people living dong the
Sepik and the lower May River, downstream from the Abaul.
Iwam and Abau have 30 percent cognate vocabulary.

History and Cultural Relations

Abau speakers separate Biaka and Pyu speakers, whose lan-
guages appear to be related at the phylum leve, to the north
and west, respectively. Several Abau groups tell how they
originated from locations farther downstream from where
they currently live; some say fromthe May River. Despite tra-
ditions of a common origin, there appears to have been little
sense of loyalty among these groups. Each settlement was au-
tonomous, and enmity between settlements was common.
Even intermarriage between groups did not guarantee friend-
ship. It seems that enmity was strongest and most enduring
between speakers of different languages, but was ameliorated
for purposes of trade. Enmity between the Abau of the Idam
valey and the Amto (an unrelated speech community in the
Smaya valey and West Range immediately to the east)
seems to have been particularly intense until wafare was
banned by the colonial administration.

Almost nothing is known of the prehistory of the area.
A small stone head unearthed in a village near the Green
River patrol post was not recognized as an Abau artifact.

The firg Europeans to contact the Abau were members
of the German-Dutch border-marking expedition of 1910,
followed by the 1912-1913 Kaiserin-Augusta-Fluss expedi-
tion. A small ethnographic collection from among the Abau
isin the Museum fir Volkerkunde in Berlin. In 1914 Richard
Thurnwald explored widdy throughout the upper basin of
the Sepik, following that river dmost to its source near Tele-
fomin. The Eve-Hodgekiss ail search expedition of 1938 con-
structed an airstrip at Green River and the first plane landed
in 1938, but it was not until 1949 that a patrol post was estab-
lished there.

A smdl airstrip wes built in the Idam valey in the 1960s
but was soon abandoned because of drainage problems. An-
other airstrip was built on the August River in the early 1970s
to service a amdl police post there. The Christian Mission
to Many Lands has had a smdl station based a Green River
snce 1953. A few men have been employed as plantation
workers and have brought back an awareness of the outside
world, a knowledge of Pidgin English, and a desire to acquire
some of the material wealth of Europeans. However, there
appear to be no maor resources in the area to redize that
desire.

Settlements

The Abau once lived in large community houses close to the
banks of rivers and surrounded by food gardens. Administra-
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tion officers pressured the people to abandon these houses
in favor of single-family dwellings set out in a village pattern,
but communal dwdlings were ill seen in the 1970s. The
community houses were r