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Theories of the Hollo\\' Earth 

Hollow Earth Theories over the years- an overview. 

The fo llowing is a brief overview of Hollow Earth (HE) theories. It's something ofa hobby of mine to 
find books and articles on HE. There are MANY books and articles (both fiction & non) on HE that I 
would like to get. If you know of any, let me know. Several of the ones 1 mention here I have not seen 
(but would like to get copies) . 

SF & Hollow Earth- there is a thread were it seems that Hollow Earth theories will influence SF stories 
and vice versa. Also, there are some SF I lollow Earth books that claim to be non-fiction. Because of this, 
1 will mention some important ones. 

Inverted Earth- there is another · Hollow Earth' theory that l do not cover here: the idea that WE live on 
the interior of a Hollow Earth. This idea was put forth by a Cyrus Reed Teed as part of his Koreshanity 
religion and by German believers in this during \1\IWl I. 1 do not consider this idea as· Hollow Earth' but as 
· lnverted Earth' and cover this in a not her fife. 

Caves in the Earth- yet another HE ,·arient idea is that of HUGE caves in the Earth containing whole 
civilizations. This, too, l don't consicier HE. and so will not cover it. 

Early Believers: 

Edmund Halley in 1692 L Philosophical Trnns(lctions_ of Royal Society) puts forth idea of Earth being 
hollow with 2 hollow shells and a solid sphere nested inside. This was done to explain anomalous 
magnetic compass readings. Said atmosphere inside was luminous (and possibly inhabited) and escaping 
gas the cause of Aurora Borealis. 

Leonard Euler got rid of mulitple shells and had an interior sun - to provide light to advanced inner-earth 
civil ization. 

Sir John Leslie would place 2 suns in l10llow earth- n(lmed Pluto & Proserpine. 

These ideas (apparently Halleys') innuenccd C011om Mather, who placed the ideas in ch 24 (on 
Magnetism) of his book _ Christian Philos0pher_. 

Also, Leslie was inspiration for Verne's _ Voyage to the Center of the Earth_. 

Symmes 

Major proponent for Hollow Ea rt Ii w;t:-: .lc1hn Cll'VCS Symmes who proposed an expedition to the polar 
opening in 18 18. His idea was the Eanh wa s hollow with 4 inner shells each open at the poles. An 
expedition was almost formed. thanks to effons nt' one of his followers, James McBride, but was stopped 
by new president Andrew Jackson. Symmes died in 1829 

However, another follower, Jeremiah Reynolds was also giving lectures for an expedition. Eventually he 
would drop talk about a hollow Earth after the death of Symmes. He apparently went on an attempted 
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expedition himself, but am not sure '·'11'11 happened to him. (there is not even an image of him). Reynolds 
agitation DID result in an expedi1i0n being formed : The Great U.S. Exploring Expedition of 1838-42. 
This expedition was also known as 1he Wilkes Expedition. Reynolds was left out because he had offended 
too many in his call for such a trip . 

Symmes and/or Reynolds apparently Imel an influence on Edgar AJlan Poe. 3 of Poe's stories ("MS. found 
in a bottle" _Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym_ and "Hans Pfaal") were influenced by Symmes ideas of a 
Hollow Earth & polar holes, however Poe was never able to get is protaginists into the Earth. Poe's dying 
words were 'Reynolds' so one can only wonder. A recent SF novel by Rudy Rucker, _Hollow Earth_ 
deals with a trip by Reynolds and Poe to the South Pole opening. 

The book is written in the style of _A11hur Pym_ Ctnd gives an interesting explanation of a hollow earth: 
instead of a interior sun (which wrnild11'1 wNk because it would be too small), there is an Einstein- Rosen 
Bridge providing light and heat. 

Another SF novel that is important at 1his time is _Symzonia: A Voyage of Discovery_ by a ·capt. Adam 
Seaborn' which appeared in 1823. This novel tells of a trip to the interior world were the author discovers 
a new land he names for Symmes and an ad vanced civi lization. Unlike Symmes idea, there is onJy one 
interior shell. There is some debate as to "vho 'Seahorn' really is. Some think he was really Symmes, 
others disagree. One author thinks it was writ ten as a satire of Symmes ideas, but he may have been 
confused with a similiar titled book appearing in 1923 which WAS a satire of _Symzonia_. 

Symmes himself never wrote a book nf his ideas but others did. McBride wrote _Symmes' Theory of 
Concentric Spheres_ in 1826. It nppe"1rs thal Reynolds has an article that was published as a separate 
booklet in 1827: _Remarks of Symme~· Thenry Which Appeared in the American Quarterly Review_ In 
1868 a professor W.F. Lyons published _ The Hollow Globe_, but didn't mention Symmes. Symmes's son 
Americus then published _ The Symmes' Theory of Concentric Spheres_ to set the record straight. [have 
not seen any of these and would like to C'htain copies] 

Reed & Gardner 

With the various expeditions 10 thr pnks (:rnd finding no holes) one would think that belief in a Hollow 
Earth would go away. Fat chance. 

The next proponent for the Hollow F.arth arc Wi lliam Reed who wrote _Phantom of the Poles_ in 1906. 
His idea was that the Earth wCts holl0\\'. hut no interior shells or inner suns. 

Then you had Marshall Garnder who wrote _A Journey to the Earth's Interior_ in 19 13 and then an 
expanded edition in 1920. He placed a int erior sun in the hollow earth. He even built a working model of 
the hollow earth and patented it (# I 0% I 02) . Gardner made no mention of Reed to my knowledge, but 
did take Symmes to task for his ideas. 

Both these authors tried to expl <1 in 1ht- anoma lous events in the polar regions with a Hollow Earth. 

About this time Edgar Rice Burroughs published his first novel~et in the Hollow Earth he called 
Pellucidar: _At the Earth's Core_( I 9:22). He !'~emcd to be influenced by the ideas of Gardner, but have no 
evidence of who was hi s inspiration. 

Another SF novel that should be mentioned is Wi lli s Emerson's _The Smoky God_ ( 1908). The novel 
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claimes to be the REAL adventures of one Olaf .Jansen who traveled into the interior and found an 
advanced civilization, and then leA it. 

UFO nuts 

Ideas of Hollow Earths was dormant until the New AgersfUFOers grabbed onto it along with ideas of 
lost worlds in giant caverns. A book appeared in 1969 by a Dr Raymond Bernard: _The Hollow Earth_. 
The book rehashes Reed & Gardner's ideas and totally ignores Symmes. He also tosses in his own ideas: 
UFOs come from the interior, the Ri ng Nebula is proof of hollow worlds, etc. An article by Martin 
Gardner revealed that ' Bernard' was not a doctor, nor his real name. 

Ray Palmer of _Fate_ magazine and the Shaver Mystery also got involved when he published a photo 
which claimed to show the north pole opening. As has been shown, the photo was really a composite 
photo and the ·hole' was but a shadow. Palmer's publishing house has keep in print various hollow earth 
books, both fiction & non-fiction. 

Hollow Earth Society 

There is (or was) a Hollow Earth Society. They want to send an expedition to the poles to prove the 
Hollow Earth. Frankly, with so many ci,·ilian trips to the poles one whould think the holes would be 
found. 

References: 

Wor ks discussing Flat, llollcl\\, Inverted Earths: 

• de Camp, L. Sprague and Willy Ley. "The Shape of the Earth." l n _Lands Beyond_ New York: 
Rinehart & Co, 1952, 280-313. 

• Gardner, Martin. "Flat and H01low." l n _Fads and Fallacies In the Name of Science_ New York: 
Dover Publications, 1957, 16-:7. Good starting point. Unfortunately, does not di scuss current 
followers. 

• Moore, Patrick. _Can You Spea k Vcnusi;rn? A Guide to the Independent Thinkers_ New York: 
W.W. Norton Co, 1972. A sn rt or Hr it i:'h version of Fads & Fallacies. has a chapter on Flat 
Earthers (British), another on Hollow & inverted earthers (including Germans), and one on an 
alternate universe that is in a cla_s by it selr. 

• Sladek, John._ The New Apncrapha_ ~ew York: Stein and Day, 1973. Another British version of 
Fads&FaUacies, but much longer and some what more humorous. Very good book, wish someone 
would bring it back in print (Prometheus??) Touches on Flat, Hollow, and Inverted and Nazi 
interest. 

• Time-Life Books. "An Interior World." In _Mystic Places_ NY: Time-Life Books, 1987, 138- 154. 
Good article on hollow & inverted. also mentioning nazi interest, Ray Palmer, etc. 

• Webb, James. "Cosmology (OrC11ll)." In _Encyclopedia of the Unexplained_ Richard Cavendish, 
ed. NY: McGraw-Hill. I 97-1. 6<)-61

). 0\'t.:r\'icw of all three plus 'world ice theory' & nazi's interest 
in inverted earth. 

Works discussing Hollow F:a rth tlH"orics: 

• Bernard, Raymond. _The ll0llow Earth_ New York: Bell Publ, 1979. Talks about past advocates 
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Gardner and Reed, adds new ideas like Ring Nebulae as proof of hollow worlds. 
• Clute, John, and Peter Nicholls. "Captain Adam Seaborn." In _The Science Fiction Encyclopedia_ 

Peter Nicholls, ed. New York: Doubleday, 1979, 535. About Seaborn and book Symzonia. Felt 
Symmes was not Seaborn. 

• Elwood, Ann. "Inside the Good Ean h: What's Going on Under Our Feet?" ln _People's Almanac_ 
David Wallechinsky & Irving W<dlace, ed. New York: Doubleday & Co, L975, 691-695. Basic 
article on subject, good list of hollow earth science fiction. 

• Gardner, Martin. "Who Was Ray Palmer?" In his _ The New Age: Notes of a Fringe Watcher_ 
Prometheus Books, I 992, 209-222. Talks of Ray Palmer's interest in Hollow earth and reveals true 
i.d. of "Dr" Raymond BernMci of_ The Hollow Earth_. 

• Gardner, William B. _A Journey w the Earth's Interior_ 1920. Basic work after Reed, see Schultz 
on where to order copy. 

• Haining, Peter. "Subterranean \Vorlcls." In his_ The Ancient Mysteries Reader_ Garden City, NJ: 
Doubleday & Co, I 975. Idea of hook is to print fiction based on ancient mysteries. Has a section 
on Hollow Ea11h publishing Poe's " iVI s. Found in a Bottle" and part of Lytton's Coming Race along 
with an intro/overview. 

• Reader's Digest. _Strange Stories. f\rnazing Facts_ Article focused on Symmes. 
• Reed, William. _The Phant 0111 nf the Poles_ 1906. First basic work after Symmes. See Schultz on 

where to order copy. 
• Ted Schultz. "Jumping Geography." In _Fringes of Reason_ Ted Schultz, ed. New York: Harmony 

Books, 1989, 89-9 1. Sho11 on article of basic works, plus where to order copies. 
• Shepard, Leslie A. "Hollow Earth." In _Encyclopedia of Occultism and Parapsychology, Vol I_ 

Detroit: Gale Research Co, 1 97~. 4> l--U2. Sho11, basic article. 
• Smith, Warren._ The Hidden Secrets 0r1hc Hollow Earth_ New York: Zebra Books, I 976. Looks 

at many hollow earth icieHs and al. n rcla1cd idea of great caverns in ea11h's crust. Some times 
skeptical, neutral, and accepl ing or ideas . .lournalistic: i.e. no footnotes or bibliography. 

• Stanton, William. _The Grea t l lni1ecl . !ates Exploring Expedition of 1838-1 842_ Univ of 
California Press, 1975. Symmes was influence on the organizing of expedition. Only second 
chapter devoted to him ancl his ti.1llowers. Did not believe Symmes wrote _Symzonia_. 

• Symmes, John Cleves. _Symzonia_ NY: Arno Press, 1975. This book original published as by 
"Captain Seaborn". Many have deh<i teci on whether Seaborn was Symmes. I have no idea what 
justification the editors had 10 claim Symmes had written this. This was an early novel describing a 
trip into a hollow earth. 

• Viola, Herman and Carnlyn largnlis . _;\'lagnificent Voyagers: The U.S. Exploring Expedition, 
1838-1842_ Smithsonian lnstit utinn Press. 1985. Very little on Symmes and his influence on the 
organizing of this expecliti011. 

• Walton, Bruce A. _A Guicle tn tht: lnnt.' r Ea11h_ Health Research, 1983. Bibliography on articles 
about great caverns in earth's crust. 11 R also publishes Reed & Garnder. See Schultz. 

This is a brief overvie\I\' of' Inverted Earth' theories over the 
years. 

What IS the ' Inverted Earth' Theory? This is my own term for the idea that the Earth is a inverted hollow 
sphere with US on the inside. f\ fan~· prnplc call 1 his · Hollow Earth' but as l feel it is totally different from 
regular HE theories and more like Flat Ean h idea. of a enclosed· finite universe that I prefer to think of it 
separately with this term. 

Koresh- Cyrus Reed Tred 
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The first person to come up with the idea was Cyrus Reed Teed of New York state. Teed was a doctor of 
eclectic medicine (useless herbal remedies) and into alchemy, when in 1870 he had a great revelation. His 
revelation was that the universe was wmposcd of cells, of which the largest was the earth itself Thus the 
earth is really a concave sphere. 

From this he formed his own religion. which ht! called 'Koreshanity', from Koresh, his new name. The 
principals of this religion were: cosmogony (concave earth), alchemy (chemistry is false!), theology, 
messianic law, reincarnation, immo11ality, celibacy, communisim, church & state, and a few others. His 
major book was_ Cellular Cosmogony_ which showed their · proofs' of a concave world. Copies were 
sent to libraries around the world . 

Koresh first established a commune in Chicago in 1888 called Beth-Ophra. His followers later formed a 
short-lived commune in San Francisco and there were apparently churches scattered throught the US. 
Eventually they would move to EslL'I'() Fin rid a to establish their 'New Jersalem'. The golden era of the 
Koreshan Unity (as it was known) was 1903-07. They built extensively, having a bakery, publishing 
house, and others industries. Knrcsh \\'n1tlcl die in 1906, and the community went into a slow decline, 
caused partially by the fact that ALL m~mhers must be celibate (that's how you become immortal), and 
thus had to attract ' new blood' to keep 1he community going. There were some who left the commune, 
and the group would slowly dwindle. 

A new member who did join in 1940 was Hedwig Michel, who was the last living member when she died 
in 1981. The Koreshan grounds nnwJnnn a state park and there are hi storical festivals there. 

As far as I know, Koreshanit y is dead. I lnwcvcr. in 1971 , some group in Miami Florida calling itself the 
Koreshan Foundation published a hn1'k e111i1kd· _Korcshanity: The New Age Religion_. 1 have no idea 
who these people were or what thl'ir 1.'.0nnect i1'11 (i f any) with the Koreshan Unity. 

There have been no books writ1 e11 on the Korcshan Unit y, which is too bad, as they are an interesting 
group. There have been a small hanciful of nm st er theses written, of which I have copies of some, but that 
is it. 

Inverted Earth in Gern1~ny 

lndependently of the Koreshans, a grnup in Germany was formed that al so believed in an Inverted Earth. 
The founder was a man named Pc1er 11cndi:r. I Ii: called his idea Hohlwelthehre or 'Hollow Earth 
Doctrine'. He later came across Koresh's honk _ Cellula r Cosmogony_. Hedwig Michel was introduced to 
Koreshanity thru this. When the . 'azi s cam I? 10 power, one of his followers, Karl Neupert carried on. His 
book Geokosmos is a sort of text hook of the cult . - -

The idea of the Hohlwelthehre wns accepted in some segments of the Nazi heirarchy. Naval leaders who 
believed it tried to spy on the Brit ish lkcl via pointing their cameras up. Also, the rocket scientists tried 
to launch rockets against Englirnd via t ht> same met hod. 

The belief in an Inverted Eart h still ( nntinucs in Germany and ~~other contries. A recent article by Martin 
Gardner in the _Skeptical Inquirer_ (reprintrcl in his _On the Wild Side_ book) mentions some of these. 

References: 
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Works discussing flat, hollow, inn't"tl•d ca rths: 

• de Camp, L. Sprague and \i\1illy Ley. "The Shape of the Eanh." In _Lands Beyond_ New York: 
Rinehan & Co, 1952, 280-313 . 

• Gardner, Martin. "Flat and I lo llow." 111 _Fads and Fallacies In the Name of Science_ New York: 
Dover Publications, 19) 7, 16-27. Good s1art ing point. Unfortunately, does not discuss current 
followers. 

• Moore, Patrick. _Can You ~ pcnk Ve nusinn? A Guide to the Independent Thinkers_ New York: 
W.W. Norton Co, 1972. A son or British version of Fads & Fallacies. has a chapter on Flat 
Earthers (British), another on I lollow & invened earthers (including Germans), and one on an 
alternate universe that is in a class by it sel f. 

• Sladek, John. _The New Ap0craplrn_ 'ew York: Stein and Day, 1973. Another British version of 
Fads&Fallacies, but much l0nger and snme what more humorous. Very good book, wish someone 
would bring it back in print (Prnmt'thcus??) Touches on Flat, Hollow, and Inverted and Nazi 
interest. 

• Time-Life Books. "An l111 rri1 r W<"rld ." In _Mystic Places_ NY: Time-Life Books, 1987, 138-154. 
Good article on hollow & im'C'rtc-cl. iilsl' mentioning nazi interest, Ray Palmer, etc. 

• Webb, James. "Cosmology (Occuli) ." In _Encyclopedia of the Unexplained_ Richard Cavendish, 
ed. NY: McGraw-Hill, I 07..t. 6h-60. Own'icw of all three plus 'world ice theory' & nazi's interest 
in inverted earth. 

Works discussing "Inverted [;1 rth" th l•o rics: 

• Andrew, Allen H . _A Yank PinnN·r in Florida_ Jacksonville, FL: Douglas Printing Co, 1950. 
Autobio by member, and la1cr ;1 lt:adc-r nr l< nreshan Unity. "Ousted" in power struggle, but almost 
nothing on Koreshan belicrs. 

• Berrey, Richard S. _The KNcshan l lnity 1\11 Economic History of a Communistic Experiment in 
Florida_ Master's thesis. l J11i, ·c:rsi1y ntTlnrida. 1928. 

• Carmer, Carl. "The Great 1\ khcmist <11 Utica." In his _Dark Trees to the Wind_ NY: William 
Sloane Assoc, 1949. Book is nn NY state. one chapter on Koresh as he was from NY. Describes 
visit by author to Estem in 1948. 

• Damkohler, Capt. E.E. _Estcrn. Fla. 1 l'l82_ Ft Myers Beach, FL, Island Press, 1967. Koreshans 
settled on author's father's l<t ncl when he "'as a boy. Author has no liking for Koreshans. 

• Fine, Howard David._ The Koreshan Unity- Utopian Community: "We Live Inside the World"_ 
Master's thesis. Notre n ame l J11i vcrsit y. I 072. I lave not seen. 

• Gardner, Martin. "Occam's Ra7nr :rncl the Nutshell Earth" In his _On the Wild Side_ Prometheus 
Books, 1993, p? Article 011 current 'scientific' adherents to inverted earth . 

• Herbert, G.M. and l.S.K Ree\ l's\". _ Korcshan Unity Settlement, 1894-1977_ Florida Dept of 
Natural Resources, 1977. 1lai11ly arclii1cc111rn l work, does give basic history and beliefs of 
Koreshanity. lnteresl ing in showing how the commune looked like. 

• Hogan, Joanna. "Park Preserves Vest igcs cif I loll ow-Earth Cult." _Miami Herald_ 2 april 1989. J4. 
Basic article on Koreshan Park. dnne for paper's Travel section. 

• Koreshan, Cyrus Reed Teed. _Thr C'ellulnr Cosmogony_ Philadelphia: Porcupine Press, 1975. 
Reprints the basic Korcslrnn hn~)k which gives "evidence" of their claim. New intro by historian 
discusses K. Unity historv 

• Koreshan Foundation. _ Knresh:rnity. The New Age RelFgion_ Miami, 1971. Book takes writings of 
Teed & follower J. Augu-.111" Wrinrnr. £h1<1k focuses on religous beliefs of Koreshanity and ignores 
hollow earth idea. Have nn ide,1 \\ hn 1 he 'Koreshan Foundation' is and its relationship with the 
Koreshan Unity in Estero. 
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• Mackle, Elliot J., Jr. _The Knrcsh:rn Unit y in Florida, 1894-191 O _ Master's thesis, Univ of Miami, 
1971. Have copy. 

• Melton, J. Gordon. "Koreshan Unit y. " 111 his _Encyclopedia of American Religion, 2nd ed_ 
Detroit: Gale Research Co. 1987, p 742 . Short description, gives add ress of person in Yero Beach 
(an apparent member of thi s "Kon;shan Foundation"). "Teed, Cyrus Read ." [n his _Biographical 
Dictionary of American Cult 8:. Sect Le;:i rlcrs_ New York: Garland Publ, 1986. 287-288. Briefbio, 
lists some of hi s books. 

• Rainard, Robert Lynn. _ In the 1 ame or I lu manity: The Koreshan Unity_ Master's thesis, 
U niversity of South Flnrid<t. I 9 74. Hci,·c copy. 
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