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CURIOUS CREATURES. 5

Ptolemy and Ctesias speak of them, and Pliny says
there were men in Ceylon who had long hairy tails, and
were of remarkable swiftness of foot. Marco Polo tells
us: “Now you must know that in this kingdom of
Lambri® there are men with tails; these tails are of
a palm in length, and have no hair on them. These
people live in the mountains, and are a kind of wild
men. Their tails are about the thickness of a dog's.”
Many modern travellers have heard of hairy and tailed
people in the Malay Archipelago, and Mr. St. John,
writing of Borneo, says that he met with a trader who
had seen and felt the tails of a race which inhabited the
north-east coast of the island. These tails were about
four inches long, and so stiff that they had to use per-
forated seats. The Chinese also declare that in the
mountains above Canton there is a race of tailed men.
M. de Couret wrote about the Niam Niams, tailed men,
who, he says, are living in Abyssinia or Nubia, having
tails at least two inches long. We all know the old
Lord Monboddo'’s theory that mankind had originally
tails—nay, he went further, and said that some were
born with them now—a fact which will be partially borne
out by any military medical inspecting officer, who in the
course of his practice has met with men whose “os
coccygis” has been prolonged, so as to form a pseudo
tail, which would unfit the man for the cavalry, although
he would still be efficient as an infantry soldier.

Here is a very fine picture from a fresco at Pompeii
representing tailed men, or, maybe, @esthetic young
Fauns, treading out the vintage.

But tailed men are as nothing, compared to the won-
derful beings that peopled the earth in bygone times.

1 Supposed to be Sumatra.


















CURIOUS CREATURES. It

(Gulf of Sidra). In the bodies of these people, there
was, by nature, a certain kind of poison, which was
fatal to serpents, and the odour of which overpowered
them with torpor; with them it was a custom to
expose children, immediately after their birth, to the
fiercest serpents, and in this manner to make proof of
the fidelity of their wives; the serpents not being
repelled by such children as were the offspring of
adultery. This nation, however, was almost entirely
extirpated by the slaughter made of them, by the
Nasamones, who now occupy their territory. This
race, however, still survives in a few persons, who are
descendants of those who either took to flight, or else
were absent on the occasion of the battle. The Marsi, in
Italy, are still in possession of the same power, for which,
it is said, they are indebted to their origin from the
son of Circe, from whom they acquired it as a natural
quality. But the fact is, that all men possess, in their
bodies, a poison which acts upon serpents, and the
human saliva, it is said, makes them take to flight, as
though they had been touched with boiling water. The
same substance, it is said, destroys them the moment
it enters their throat, and more particularly so, if it
should be the saliva of a man who is fasting.

Above the Nasamones (fving near the Gulf of Sidra),
and the Machlyee, who border upon them, are found, as
we learn from Calliphanes, the nation of the Androgyni,
a people who unite the two sexes in the same indivi-
dual, and alternately perform the functions of each.
Aristotle also states, that their right breast is that of
a male, the left that of a female.

Isigonus and Nymphodorus inform us that there are,
in Africa, certain families of enchanters, who, by means












CURIOUS CREATURES. 15

to be caught, except that they are aged, or sickly.
Tauron gives the name of Choromande to a nation which
dwells in the woods, and have no proper voice. These
people screech in a frightful manner; their bodies are
covered with hair, their eyes are of a sea-green colour,
and their teeth like those of a dog. Eudoxus tells us,
that in the southern parts of India, the men have feet
a cubit in length, while the women are so remarkably
small that they are called Struthpodes.!

Megasthenes places among the Nomades of India, a
people who are called Scyritee, These have merely holes
in their faces instead of nostrils, and flexible feet, like
the body of the serpent. At the very extremity of
India, on the eastern side, near the source of the river
Ganges, there is the nation of the Astomi, a people who
have no mouths; their bodies are rough and hairy, and
they cover themselves with a down? plucked from the
leaves of trees. These people subsist only by breathing,
and by the odours which they inhale through the nostrils.
They support themselves neither upon meat nor drink ;
when they go upon a long journey they only carry with
them various odoriferous roots and flowers, and wild
apples, that they may not be without something to smell
at. But an odour, which is a little more powerful than
usual, easily destroys them. . . .

Isogonus informs us that the Cyrni, a people of India,
live to their four-hundredth year; and he is of opinion
that the same is the case also with the Zthiopian
Macrobii,®> the Serze, and the inhabitants of Mount
Athos. In the case of these last, it is supposed to be

1 Sparrow footed, from o7poifos, a sparrow.
2 Probably cotton.
3 Or long livers, from uaxpds, ““long,” and Blos, **life.”


















CURIOUS CREATURES. 21

western coasts of the Red Sea—and Ethiopta. These
latter could not have led a particularly happy life, for
Herodotus tells us that the ¢ Garamantes hunt the
Ethiopian Troglodytes in four horse chariots; for the
Ethiopian Troglodytes are the swiftest of foot of all
men of whom we have heard any account given. The
Troglodytes feed upon serpents and lizards, and such
kind of reptiles; they speak a language like no other,
but screech like bats.”

Pliny, as we have seen, speaks of an adder eating
people, whose food enables them to achieve extra-
ordinary longevity, and Mandeville tells us that “ From
this yle, men go to an yle that is called Tracota, where
all men are as beastes, & not reasonable, they dwell
in caves, for they have not wyt to make them houses—
they eate adders, and they speake not, but they make
such a noyse as adders doe one to another, and they
make no force of ryches, but of a stone that hath forty
colours, and it is called Traconyt after that yle, they
know not the vertue thereof, but they covete it for the
great fayreness.”

This stone was probably some kind of agate. It
could not possibly have been a topaz, as some have
thought, as the context from Pliny will show. * Topazos
is a stone that is still held in very high estimation for
its green tints; indeed, when first it was discovered,
it was preferred to every other kind of precious stone.
It so happened that some Troglodytic pirates, suffering
from tempest and hunger, having landed upon an island
off the coast of Arabia, known as Cytis, when digging
there for roots and grass, discovered this precious
stone ; such, at least, is the opinion expressed by
Archelaits. Juba says that there is an island in the
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This shows that some, at least, of the Troglodytes
had a commercial spirit, and were in a comparative state
of civilisation; in fact the latter is thoroughly proved,
when, a little later on, Pliny speaks of Myrobalanum,
“ Among these various kinds, that which is sent from
the country of the Troglodyte is the worst of all,”
thus showing that they had reached the civilised pitch
of adulteration! There are also several notices of
peculiarities connected with this people, which deserve
a passing glance. They had turtles with horns (or
more probably fore-feet) which resembled the branches
of a lyre; with these they swam. These were in all
likelihood the tortoise-shell turtles, for they called them
Chelyon.  The Troglodytee worshipped them. Their
cattle were not like other oxen, for their horns pointed
downwards to the ground, so that they were obliged
to feed with their heads on one side. These oxen
should have been crossed with those of Phrygia, whose
horns were as mobile as their ears. And they were
the happy possessors of a lake, called the Unhealthy
Lake, which thrice a day became salt and bitter, and
then again fresh, and this went on both day and night.
We can hardly wonder that this Lacus Iusanus was
full of white serpents thirty feet long.

AMAZONS.

The race of Amazons or fighting women, is not yet
extinct, as the chronicles of every police court can tell,
and as an organised body of warlike soldiers —the King
of Dahomey still keeps them up, or did until very recently.
According to Herodotus, the Greeks, after having routed
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besides, had committed depredations in the country, so
that they thought it but prudent to leave, and suggested
that they should cross the Tanais, or Don, and found
a colony on the other side. This their husbands acceded
to, and when they were settled, their wives returned
to their old way of living—hunting, going to war with
their husbands, and wearing the same clothes—in fact
they enjoyed an actual existence, of which many women
nowadays, fondly, but vainly dream. There was a
little drawback however—the qualification for a young
lady’s presentation at court, consisted of killing a man,
and, until that was effected, she could not marry.

Sir John Mandeville of course knew all about them,
although he does not pretend to have seen them, and
this is what he tells us. *After the land of Caldee,
is the land of Amazony, that is a land where there is
no man but all women, as men say, for they wil suffer
no man to lyve among them, nor to have lordeshippe
over them. For sometyme was a kinge in that lande,
and men were dwelling there as did in other countreys,
and had wives, & it befell that the kynge had great
warre with them of Sychy, he was called Colopius,
and he was slaine in bataill and all the good bloude
of his lande. And this Queene, when she herd that,
& other ladies of that land, that the king and the
lordes were slaine, they gathered them togither and
killed all the men that were lefte in their lande among
them, and sithen that time dwelled no man among
them.

“ And when they will have any man, they sende for
them in a countrey that is nere theyr lande, and the
men come, and are ther viii dayes, or as the woman

lyketh, & then they go againe, and if they have men
D
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about the Pygmies and Cranes. The accompanying
illustration is from a fresco at Pompeii.

Aristotle says that they lived in holes under the
earth, and came out in the harvest time with hatchets,
to cut down the corn, as if to fell a forest, and went on
goats and lambs of proportionable stature to themselves
to make war against certain birds, called Cranes by

,A > ,w;;\'
. *“\ '
- \?\

some, which came there yearly from Scythia to plunder
them. Pliny mentions them several times, but especially
in B. 7, c. 2. “Beyond these people, and at the very
extremity of the mountains, the Trispithami,’ and the

1 From 7pecs, three, omibapis, spans.
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when people bring over pygmies which they allege to
come from India, 'tis all a lie and a cheat. For those
little men, as they call them, are manufactured on this
Island (Sumatra), and 1 will tell you how. You see
there is on the Island a kind of monkey which is very
small, and has a face just like a man’s. They take
these, and pluck out all the hair, except the hair of the
beard, and on the breast, and then dry them, and stuff
them, and daub them with saffron, and other things,
until they look like men. But you see it is all a cheat;
for nowhere in India, nor anywhere else in the world,
were there ever men seen so small as these pretended
pygmies.”

But there are much more modern mention of these
small folk. Olaus Magnus not only reproduces the
classical story, but tells of the Pygmies of Greenland—
the modern Esquimaux. These are also mentioned in
Purchas his Pilgrimage, as living in Iceland, * pigmies
represent the most perfect shape of man; that they are
hairy to the uttermost joynts of the fingers, and that the
males have beards downe to the knees; but, although
they have the shape of men, yet they have little sense
or understanding, nor distinct speech, but make shew of
a kinde of hissing, after the manner of geese.”

But to bring the history of pygmies down to modern
times—I quote from ‘“Giants and Dwarfs,” by E. ]J.
Wood, 1868, and I am thus particular in giving my
authority, as the news comes from America, whence,
sometimes, fact is mixed with fiction (pp. 246, 247, 248).
“It is alleged by contemporary newspapers, that in
1828 several burying-grounds, from half an acre to an
acre and a half in extent, were discovered in the county
of White, state of Tennessee, near the town of Sparta,
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him. Take the Romances of Chivalry. Pacolet, and
all the dwarfs, were endowed with acute wits, and there
was very little they could not compass—but the giants !
their ultimate fate was always to be slain by some knight,
and their imprisoned knights and damsels set free. A
dwarf was a cleanly liver, but a giant was turbulent,
quarrelsome, lustful, and occasionally cannibal. Fe Fi
Fo Fum was the type of colossal man, and, as it is quite
a pleasure to whitewash their characters in these respects,
I hasten to do so before further discoursing on the sub-
ject of these great men.
It is Olaus Magnus who thus tells us

Of the sobriety of Giants and Champions.”

“That most famous Writer of the Danish affairs, Saxo,
alleged before, and who shall be often alleged hereafter,
saith, that amongst other mighty strong men in the
North, who were as great as Giants, there was one
Starchaterus Thavestus, whose admirable and heroick

Vertues are so worthily extolled by him, that there were
E
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fully finished stone arms and implements, which neces-
sarily show a later time, and a higher state of civilisa-
tion—which is called the Neolithic period. The next
age is that of bronze, when man had learned to smelt
metals, and make moulds, showing a great advance—
and, finally, the Iron Age, in which man had subdued
the sterner metal to his will—and this age immediately
precedes History.

The cave men were of undoubted antiquity—and
were hunters of the wild beasts that then overran
Western Europe, and who split the bones of those
animals which they slew in order to“obtain the marrow.
Although strictly belonging to the Paleolithic period,
they manufactured out of that stubborn material, flint,
spear-heads, knives, scrapers—and, when the bow had
been invented, arrow-heads. Nor were they deficient in
the rudiments of art, as some tracings and carvings on
pieces of the horns of slaughtered animals, clearly show.
Mr. Christie in digging in the Dordogne caves found, at
La Madelaine, engraved and carved pictures of reindeer,
an ibex, a mammoth, &c., all of them recognisable, and
the mammoth, a very good likeness. This was incised
on a piece of mammoth tusk.

The lake men, judging by the remains found near
their dwellings, occupied their houses during the Stone
and Bronze periods. Herodotus mentions these curious
dwellings. ‘“But those around Mount Pangeeus and
near the Doberes, the Agrianz, Odomanti, and those
who inhabit Lake Prasias?® itself, were not at all sub-
dued by Megabazus. Yet he attempted to conquer those
who live upon the lake, in dwellings contrived after this
manner : planks, fitted on lofty piles, are placed in the

1 A lake between Macedonia and Thrace.
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Neufchatel, have also yielded much that throws light on
the habits and intelligence of these lake men. They
wove, they made pottery, they grew and parched corn—
nay they ground it, and made biscuits, they ate apples,
raspberries, blackberries, strawberries, hazel and beech
nuts, and peas. They evidently fed on cereals, fruit,
fish, and the flesh of wild animals, for bones of the
following animals have been found. Brown bear, badger,
marten, pine marten, polecat, wolf, fox, wild cat, beaver,
elk, urus, bison, stag, roe-deer, wild boar, marsh boar—
whilst their domestic animals were the boar, horse, ox,
goat, sheep, and dog. These, it must be remembered,
range over a wide period, including the stone and bronze
ages. They wore ornaments, too, for pins, and bracelets
have been found. Lake dwellings have been found in
Scotland, England, Italy, Germany and France—so that
this practice seems to have obtained very widely. In
Ireland they made artificial islands in the lakes, called
Crannoges, on which they erected their dwellings. Pile
dwellings now exist, and are inhabited in many parts of
the world.

We have other traces of prehistoric man in the
shell mounds, kjokkenmdoddings, or kitchen middens,
which still exist in Denmark, and have been found in
Scotland on the shores of the Moray Firth and Loch
Spynie; in Cornwall, and Devon, at St. Valéry at the
mouth of the Somme, in Australia, Tierra del Fuego,
the Malay Peninsula, the Andaman Islands, and North
and South America, showing a very wide range. The
Danish kjokkenmoddings, when first thoroughly noticed,
(of course, in this century), were taken to be raised
beaches—but when they were examined, it was found

that the shells were of four species of molluscs or shell-
F
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most of their personal charms. Cesar (Book v. 14)
writes : “ Of all these #ribes, by far the most civilised are
those who inhabit Kent, which district is altogether
maritime ; nor do they differ much from the Gallic
customs. Most of those in the interior do not sow
corn, but live on flesh and milk, and are clad in skins.
All the Britons, in truth, dye themselves with woad,
which produces a bluish colour, and on this account they
are of a more frightful aspect in battle. They have
flowing hair, and every part of the body shaved, except
the head and the upper lip. Ten, and even twelve of
them have wives in common between them, and chiefly
brothers with brothers, and fathers with sons; but, if
there is any offspring, they are considered to be the
children of those by whom each virgin was first
espoused.”

Hamry Men.

If, as we may conjecture from the above, the ancient
Briton was “a rugged man, oergrown with hair,” his
full-dress toilette must have occupied some time. But
extreme hairiness in human beings is by no means
singular, and very many cases are recorded in medical
books. Many of us may remember the Spanish dancer,
Julia Pastrana, whose whole body was hairy, and who
had a fine beard. She had a child on whom the hair
began to grow, like its mother; and, but a few years
back, there was a hairy family exhibited in London—
their faces being covered with hair, as is the case of the
Puella pilosa, or Hairy Girl—given by Aldrovandus in
his Monstrorum Historia.

She was aged twelve years, and came from the Canary
Isles, together with her father (aged 40), her brother (20),
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she visited, and travelled in the Aino country. She,
certainly, disproves the theory that, as a race, they were
hairy, although she confesses that some were—as, for
instance (p. 232), “ They wore no clothing, but only one
was hairy,” and, writing from Biratori, Yezo (p. 253),
she says, ‘“ The men are about the middle height, broad-
chested, broad-shouldered, thick set, very strongly built,
the arms and legs short, thick, and muscular, the hands
and feet large. The bodies, and especially the limbs of
many, are covered with short, bristly hair. 1 have seen
two boys whose backs are covered with fur as fine, and
soft, as that of a cat.” Again (p. 283), “ The profusion
of black hair, and a curious intensity about their eyes,
coupled with the hairy limbs and singularly vigorous
physique, give them a formidably savage appearance ; but
the smile, full of ‘sweetness and light, in which both
eyes and mouth bear part, and the low, musical voice,
softer and sweeter than anything I have previously heard,
make me, at times, forget that they are savages at all.”

Tue OuraN OUTAN.

Transition from hirsute humanity to the apes, is easy,
and natural—and we need only deal with the Simiinze,
which includes the Orang, the Chimpanzee, and the
Gorilla. These are the largest apes, and nearest
approach to man—but, although they may be tailless,
yet there is that short great toe which prevents any
acceptation of their humanity. The orang is exclusively
an inhabitant of Borneo and Sumatra, and in those two
islands it may be found in the swampy forests near the
coast. It grows to a large size, for an ape, about four
feet four inches high, but is neither so large, nor so
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quotes Cardanus as saying that the Cercopithecus or
Wild-man, is singularly made, having the height and

form of a man, with legs
like man's—and is covered
all over with hair. No
animal can withstand it,
with the exception of man,
to whom, when in its own
regions, it is not inferior.
It loves boys and women.

Pliny speaks of the
Satyr Ape thus : “ Among
the mountainous districts
of the eastern parts of
India, in what is called
the country of the Cathar-
cludi, we find the Satyr,
an animal of extraordi-
nary swiftness. They go
sometimes on four feet,
and sometimes walk erect;
they have, also, thefeatures
of a human being. On
account of their swiftness,

these creatures are never =

to be caught, except when

WA

W

they are aged, or sickly,” and, in another place, he says,
“The Sphyngium and the Satyr stow away food in the
pouches of their cheeks, after which they will take out

piece by piece in their hands, and eat it.”

Topsell has mixed up the Simia Satyrus with the
classical satyr, having legs and horns like goats; but
he evidently alludes to the former in this passage. “ The
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SATYRs.

He also mentions and delineates a curious Ape
which closely resembles the classical Satyr: ¢ Under
the Egquinoctiall, toward
the East and South, there
is a kind of Ape called
Azgopithecus, an Ape like
a Goate. For there are
Apes like Beares, called
Arctopitheci, and some like
Lyons, called Leontopitheci,
and some like Dogs, called
Cynocephali, as is before
expressed; andmany other
which have a mixt resem-
blance of other creatures
in their members.

“ Amongst the rest there is a beast called PAN; who
in his head, face, horns, legs, and from the loynes
downward resembleth a Goat, but in his belly, breast,
and armes, an Ape: such a one was sent by the King
of Indians to Constantine, which, being shut up in a
cave or close place, by reason of the wildnesse thereof,
lived there but a season, and when it was dead and
bowelled, they pouldred it with spices, and carried it
to be seene at Constantinople: the which beast having
beene seene of the ancient Gracians, were so amazed
at the strangenesse thereof, that they received it for a
God, as they did a Satyre, and other strange beasts.”

I have said that Topsell has mixed the Ape and the
Satyr, inextricably—but as his version has the charm of
description and anecdote, I give it with little curtailment.
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to speake some wordes, but with a voice like a Goat,
and without all reason.

“The famous learned man George Fabricius, shewed me
this shape of a monstrous beast that is fit to be joyned
to the story of Satyres. There was, (saide he,) in the
territory of the Bishop of Salceburgh, in a forrest called
Fannesbergh, a certaine foure-footed beast, of a yellowish
carnation colour, but so wilde that he would never be
drawne to looke upon any man, hiding himselfe in the
darkest places, and beeing watched diligently, would not
be provoked to come forth so much as to eate his meate
—so that in a very short time it was famished. The
hinder legs were much unlike the former, and also much
longer. It was taken about the year of the Lord, one
thousand five hundred, thirty, whose image being here so
lively described, may save us further labour in discours-
ing of his maine and different parts and proportion.”

THE SPHYNX.

“The SpHYNGA or Sphinx, is of the kind of Apes, but
his breast up to his necke, pilde and smooth without hayre:
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@nigma, in the 7heban language, signifieth an inrode,
or warlike incursion, wherfore the people complained
in this sort. 7hsis Grecian Sphinx robbeth us, in setting
up with an wenigma, but no man knoweth after what
manner she maketh this eenigma.

“ Cadmus hereupon made proclamation, that he would
give a very bountifull reward unto him that would kill
Sphinx, upon which occasion the Corinthian Edipus came
unto her, being mounted on a swift courser, and accom-
panied with some Z/wbans in the night season, slue her.
Other say that Edipus by counterfaiting friendshippe,
slue her, making shew to be of her faction; and Pan-
santus saith, that the former Riddle, was not a Riddle, but
an Oracle of Apollo, which Cadmus had received, whereby
his posterity should be inheritors of the Theban kingdome ;
and whereas (Edipus, being the son of Laius, a former
king of that countrey, was taught the Oracle in his sleepe,
he recouvered the kingdome usurped by Sphinx his sister,
and, afterwards, unknown, married his mother Jocasta.

“But the true morall of this poetical fiction is by that
learned Alciatus, in one of his emblems, deciphered ; that
her monstrous treble formed shape signified her lustfull
pleasure under a Virgin's face, her cruell pride, under
the Lyon's clawes, her winde-driven leuitye, under the
Eagles, or birdes feathers, and I will conclude with the
wordes of Swidas concerning such monsters, that the
Tritons, Sphinges, and Centaures, are the images of those
things, which are not to be founde within the compasse of
the whole world.”

APEs,

Sluper, who could soar to the height of delineating

a Cyclops, is equal to the occasion when he has to deal
1
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who at that time seemed both beautifull, tender, and rich,
but, in truth, there was no such thing, and all was but
a fantastical ostentation; she was said to insinuate her
selfe, into his familiaritie after this manner: as he went
upon a day alone from Corinth to Senchrea, hee met with
a certaine phantasme, or spectre like a beautifull woman,
who tooke him by the hand, and told him she was a
Phaenician woman, and of long time had loved him
dearely, having sought many occasions to manifest the
same, but could never finde opportunitie untill that day,
wherefore she entreated him to take knowledge of her
house, which was in the Suburbes of Corinth, there-
withall pointing unto it with her finger, and so desired
his presence. The young man seeing himselfe thus
wooed by a beautiful woman, was easily overcome
by her allurements, and did oftimes frequent her
company.

“There was a certaine wise man, and a Philosopher,
which espied the same, and spake unto Menippus in this
manner, ‘O formose, et a formorsis, expetitie mulieribus,
ophin thalpies, cai se ophis,’ that is to say, ‘O fair
Menppus, beloved of beautiful women, art thou a serpent,
and dost nourish a serpent ?’ by which words he gave
him his first admonition, or incling of a mischiefe; but
not prevayling, Menippus proposed to marry with this
spectre, her house to the outward shew, being richly
furnished with all manner of houshold goods; then said
the wise man againe unto Menippus, ‘ This gold, silver,
and ornaments of house, are like to Zantalus Apples,
who are said by Homer to make a faire shew, but to
containe in them no substance at all; even so, whatso-
ever you conceave of this riches, there is no matter or
substance in the things which you see, for they are
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the Dragon, or Sea calves; so then, we wil take it for
graunted, by the testimony of holy Scripture, that there
is such a beast as this Cristostinius.  Dion also writeth
that there are such beasts in some parts of Libia, having
a Woman’s face, and very beautifull, also very large
and comely shapes on their breasts, such as cannot be
counterfeited by the art of any painter, having a very
excellent colour in their fore parts, without wings, and
no other voice but hissing like Dragons: they are the

swiftest of foote of all earthly beasts, so as none can
escape them by running, for, by their celerity, they com-
passe their prey of beastes, and by their fraud they over-
throw men. For when they see a man, they lay open
their breastes, and by the beauty thereof, entice them to
come neare to conference, and so, having them within
their compasse, they devoure and kill them.

“ Unto the same things subscribe Calius and Giraldus,
adding also, that there is a certaine crooked place in
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deadly convulsions. It is bred in Hesperia and
Lybia.

“ The Poets have a fiction that the Gorgones were the
Daughters of Medusa and Phorcynis, and are called
Steingo, and by Hestodus, Stheno, and Eyryale inhabiting
the Gorgadion llands in the ZEthiopick Ocean, over against
the gardens of FHesperia. Medusa is said to have the
haires of his head to be living Serpentes, against whom
Perseus fought, and cut off his hed, for which cause he
was placed in heaven on the North side of the Zodiacke
above the Waggon, and on the left hand holding the
Gorgons head. The truth is that there were certaine
Amazonian women in Affricke divers from the Scythians,
against whom Persexs made warre, and the captaine of
those women was called Medusa, whom Perseus over-
threw, and cut off her head, and from thence came
the Poet’s fiction describing Snakes growing out of it
as is aforesaid. These Gorgons are bred in that
countrey, and have such haire about their heads, as not
onely exceedeth all other beastes, but also poysoneth,
when he standeth upright. Pliny calleth this beast
Catablepon,* because it continually looketh downwards,
and saith all the parts of it are but smal excepting the
head, which is very heavy, and exceedeth the proportion
of his body, which is never lifted up, but all living
creatures die that see his eies.

“ By which there ariseth a question whether the poison
which he sendeth foorth, proceede from his breath, or
from his eyes, Whereupon it is more probable, that
like the Cockatrice, he killeth by seeing, than by the
breath of his mouth, which is not competible to any
other beasts in the world.  Besides, when the Souldiers

1 From karaBA\émrw, ‘* to look downwards.”
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credible swiftenesse and perniscitie of foote. Whereof
he tooke two onely of all that appeared in sight, which
had such roughe and sharp bodies, as never before were
seene. Wherefore, when they were dead, he hung up
their skinnes in the Temple of Juno, for a monument
of their straunge natures, which remained there untill
the destruction of Carthage. By the consideration of
this beast, there appeareth one manifest argument of
the Creator’s devine wisdome and providence, who hath
turned the eies of this beaste downeward to the eartd,
as it were thereby burying his poyson from the hurt of
man ; and shaddowing them with rough, long and strong
haire, that their poysoned beames should not reflect
upwards, untill the beast were provoked by feare or
danger, the heavines of his head being like a clogge to
restraine the liberty of his poysonfull nature, but what
other partes, vertues or vices, are contained in the com-
passe of this monster, God onely knoweth, who, per-
adventure, hath permitted it to live uppon the face of
the earth, for no other cause but to be a punishment
and scourge unto mankind; and an evident example
of his owne wrathfull power to everlasting destruction.
And this much may serve for a description of this beast,
untill by God's providence, more can be known thereof.”

Tue UNicorN.

What a curious belief was that of the Unicorn! Yet
what mythical animal is more familiar to Englishmen ?
In its present form it was not known to the ancients,
not even to Pliny, whose idea of the Monoceros or Uni-
corn is peculiar. He describes this animal as having
“the head of a stag, the feet of an elephant, the tail of
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the size of a horse of mature age, possesses a mane
and reddish-yellow hair, and that it excels in swiftness
through the excellence of its feet and of its whole body.

Like the elephant it has inarticulate feet, and it has
a boar’s tail ; one black horn projects between the eye-
brows, not awkwardly, but with a certain natural twist,
and terminating in a sharp point.”

Guillim, who wrote on heraldry in 1610, gives, in his
Illustrations, indifferently the tail of this animal, as horse
or ass; and, as might be expected from one of his
craft, magnifies the Unicorn exceedingly :—* The Unicorn
hath his Name of his one Horn on his Forehead. There
is another Beast of a huge Strength and Greatness, which
hath but one Horn, but that is growing on his Snout,
whence he is called Rinoceros, and both are named
Monoceros, or One horned. 1t hath been much ques-
tioned among Naturalists, which it is that is properly

called the Unicorn: And some hath made Doubt whether
M
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may be gathered from the Words of Job, chap. 39,
CWill the Unicorn serve thee, or will he tarry by thy
Crib? Can'st thou bind the Unicorn with his Band to
labour in the Furrow, or will he plough the Valleys after
thee ?'”

Topsell dilates at great length on the Unicorn. He
agrees with Spenser and Guillim, and says :—* These
Beasts are very swift, and their legges have no Articles
(joints). They keep for the most part in the desarts,
and live solitary in the tops of the Mountaines. There
was nothing more horrible than the voice or braying of
it, for the voice is strain’d above measure. It fighteth
both with the mouth and with the heeles, with the mouth
biting like a Lyon, and with the heeles kicking like a
Horse. . . . He feereth not Iron nor any yron Instrument
(as Isodorus writeth) and that which is most strange of
all other, it fighteth with his owne kind, yea even with
the females unto death, except when it burneth in lust
for procreation : but unto straunger Beasts, with whome
he hath no affinity in nature, he is more sotiable and
familiar, delighting in their company when they come
willing unto him, never rising against them; but, proud
of their dependence and retinue, keepeth with them all
quarters of league and truce; but with his female, when
once his flesh is tickled with lust, he groweth tame,
gregall, and loving, and so continueth till she is filled
and great with young, and then returneth to his former
hostility.”

There was a curious legend of the Unicorn, that it
would, by its keen scent, find out a maiden, and run to
her, laying its head in her lap. This is often used as
an emblem of the Virgin Mary, to denote her purity.
The following is from the Bestiary of Philip de Thaun,
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“When Joannes Ferrerius of Premont had read these
thinges, he wrote unto me, that, in the Temple of
Dennis, neare unto Paris, that there was a Unicorne’s
horne six foot long, . . . but that in bignesse, it
exceeded the horne at the Citty of Argenforate, being
also holow almost a foot from that part which sticketh
unto the forehead of the Beast, this he saw himselfe in
the Temple of S. Dennis, and handled the horne with
his handes as long as he would. I heare that in the
former yeare (which was from the yeare of our Lord),
1553, when Vercella was overthrown by the French,
there was broght from that treasure unto the King of
France, a very great Unicorn’s horne, the price wherof
was valued at fourscore thousand Duckets!

* Paulus Powius describeth an Unicorne in this manner;
That he is a beast, in shape much like a young Horse,
of a dusty colour, with a maned necke, a hayry beard,
and a forehead armed with a Horne of the quantity of
two Cubits, being seperated with pale tops or spires,
which is reported by the smoothnes and yvorie white-
nesse thereof, to have the wonderfull power of dis-
solving and speedy expelling of all venome or poison
whatsoever.

“For his horne being put into the water, driveth away
the poison, that he may drinke without harme, if any
venemous beast shall drinke therein before him. This
cannot be taken from the Beast, being alive, for as much
as he cannot possible be taken by any deceit : yet it is
usually seene that the horne is found in the desarts, as
it happeneth in Harts, who cast off their olde horne

1 Taking the Ducat at gs. 43d., it would come to £37,000, but if this were
multiplied by three, the lowest computation of the value of money then, and
now, it would be worth considerably over £100,000.
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and confess the others to be piracies. It is certain,
however, that whoever drew this picture of a Rhinoceros
must have seen one, either living or stuffed, for it is not
too bizarre.

Topsell approaches this animal with an awe and
reverence, such as he never shows towards any other
beast ; indeed, he gets quite solemn over it, and he thus
commences his Apologia :—*‘ But for my part, which
write the English story, I acknowledge that no man must
looke for that at my hands, which I have not received
from some other: for I would bee unwilling to write
anything untrue, or uncertaine out of mine owne inven-
tion ; and truth on every part is so deare unto mee, that
I will not lie to bring any man in love and admiration
with God and his works, for God needeth not the lies
of men: To conclude, therefore, this Preeface, as the
beast is strange, and never seene in our countrey, so
my eyesight cannot adde anything to the description ;
therefore harken unto that which I have observed out of
other writers.”

They were very rare beasts, among the early Roman
Emperors, but in the later Empire they were introduced
into the Circus, but many centuries rolled on before we,
in England, were favoured with a sight of this great
animal. Topsell had not seen one, and he wrote in
1607, so we accept his Apologia with all his errors :—
' Oppianus saith that there was never yet any distinction
of sexes in these Rhinocerotes; for all that ever have
been found were males, and not females, but from hence
let no body gather that there are no females, for it were
impossible that the breede should continue without
females.

“When they are to fight they whet their horne upon a






CURIOUS CREATURES. 101

Tue GuLro.

Olaus Magnus thus describes the Gulo or Gulon :—
““ Amongst all creatures that are thought to be insatiable
in the Northern parts of Sweden, the Gulo hath his name
to be the principall; and in the vulgar tongue they call
him Jerff, but in the German language Vielfras; in the
Sclavonish speech Rossamaka, from his much eating,
and the Latin name is Gulo, for he is so called from his
gluttony. He is as great as a great Dog, and his ears
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and face are like a Cat's: his feet and nails are very
sharp; his body is hairy, with long brown hair, his tail
is like the Foxes, but somewhat shorter, but his hair
is thicker, and of this they make brave Winter Caps.
Wherefore this Creature is the most voracious; for,
when he finds a carcasse, he devours so much, that his
body, by over-much meat, is stretched like a Drum,
and finding a streight (zarrow) passage between Trees,
he presseth between them, that he may discharge his
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he can find no trees growing so neare another, as by
sliding betwixte them, hee may expell his excrements,
then taketh he an Alder-tree, and with his forefeete
rendeth the same asunder, and passeth through the
middest of it, for the cause aforesaid. When they are
wilde, men kill them with bowes and guns, for no other
cause than for their skins, which are pretious and pro-
fitable, for they are white spotted, changeably interlined
like divers flowers, for which cause the greatest princes,
and richest nobles use them in garments in the Winter
time; such are the Kings of Polonia, Swede-land, Goat-land,
and the princes of Germany. Neither is there any skinne
which will sooner take a colour, or more constantly retaine
it. The outward appearance of the saide skinne is like
to a damaskt garment, and besides this outward parte
there is no other memorable thing woorthy observation
in this ravenous beast, and therefore, in Germany, it is
called a foure-footed Vulture.”

As a matter of fact, the Glutton or Wolverine, which
is not unlike a small bear, can consume (while in con-
finement) thirteen pounds of meat in a day. In its wild
state, if the animal it has killed is too large for present
consumption, it carries away the surplus, and stores it up
in a secure hiding-place, for future eating.

THE Bear.

As Pliny not only uses all Aristotle’s matter anent
Bears, but puts it in a consecutive, and more readable
form, it is better to transcribe his version than that of
the older author.

“ Bears couple in the beginning of winter. The female

then retires by herself to a separate den, and then brings
0
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of the animal, and only a very slight quantity of liquid;
there are a few drops of blood only, near the heart, but
none whatever in any other part of the body. They
leave their retreat in the spring, the males being re-
markably fat; of this circumstance, however, we cannot
give any satisfactory explanation, for the sleep, during
which they increase so much in bulk, lasts, as we have
already stated, only fourteen days. When they come
out, they eat a certain plant, which is known as Aros,
in order to relax the bowels, which would otherwise
become in a state of constipation; and they sharpen the
edges of their teeth against the young shoots of the
trees.

“Their eyesight is dull, for which reason in especial,
they seek the combs of bees, in order that from the
bees stinging them in the throat, and drawing blood,
the oppression in the head may be relieved. The head
of the bear is extremely weak, whereas, in the lion, it
is remarkable for its strength: on which account it is,
that when the bear, impelled by any alarm, is about to
precipitate itself from a rock, it covers its head with its
paws. In the arena of the Circus they are often to be
seen killed by a blow on the head with the fist. The
people of Spain have a belief, that there is some kind
of magical poison in the brain of the bear, and therefore
burn the heads of those that have keen killed in their
public games; for it is averred, that the brain, when
mixed with drink, produces, in man, the rage of the
bear. :

“ These animals walk on two feet, and climb trees
backwards. They can overcome the bull, by suspending
themselves, by all four legs, from his muzzle and horns,
thus wearing out its powers by their weight. In no
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with broad Arrows from a Crosse-bow shoots at him,
and these pierce deep; and he is so suddenly moved
with this fright, and wound received, that he presently
voids backward all the Fruit he ate, as Hailstones; and
presently runs upon an Image of a man made of wood,
that is set purposely before him, and rends and tears
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that, till another Arrow hit him, that gives him his death’s
wound, shot by the Hunter that hides himself behind
some Stone or Tree. For when he hath a wound, he
runs furiously, at the sight of his blood, against all
things in his way, and especially the Shee-Bear, when
she suckleth her Whelps.

“The Bears watch diligently for the passing of Deer;
and chiefly, the Shee-Bear when she hath brought forth
her Whelps; who not so much for Hunger, as for fearing
of losing her Whelps, is wont to fall cruelly upon all
she meets. For, she being provoked by any violence,
far exceeds the force of the He-Bear, and Craft, that
she may revenge the loss of her Young. For she lyes
hid amongst the thick boughs of Trees, and young
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licking their young into shape, their building houses,
&c., &c., after which he discourses about the bear and
hedgehog, a story which has nothing to do with the
picture. It is described as ‘the Battail between the
Hedge-Hog, and the Bear.”

“Though the Urchin have sharp pointed prickles,
whereby he gathereth Apples to feed on, and these he
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hides in hollow Trees, molesting the Bear in his Den :
yet is he oppressed by the cunning and weight of the
Bear : namely when the Urchin roles himself up round
as a ball, that there is nothing but his prickles to come
at: yet with this means he cannot prevail against the
Bear, which opens him, to revenge the wrong he did
her in violating her Lodging. Nor can the Bear eat the
Hedge-Hog, it is such miserable poor and prickly meat.
Wherefore returning again into his Cave, he sleeps, and
grows fat, living by sucking his paw.

“ The Bears also fight against the Bores, but seldome
get the victory, because they can better defend themselves
with their Tusks, than the Bu// or the Deer can by their
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multitude of Bees, the Hives at home will not contain
them, the Inhabitants willingly let them fly unto hollow
Trees, made so by Nature, or by Art, that they may in-
crease there. Wherefore mortal stratagems are thus
prepared for Bears, that use to steal honey (for they
having a most weak head, as a Lion hath the strongest,
for sometimes they will be killed with a blow under their
ear); namely a Woodden Club set round with lron

points is hung over the hole the Bees come forth of,
from some high bough, or otherwise; and this, being
cast upon the head of the greedy Bear that is going
to steal the honey, kills him striving against it; so he
loseth his life, flesh, and skin to the Master, for a little
honey. Their flesh is salted up like Hog’s flesh, Stag’s
flesh, Elk’s, or Ranged deer’s flesh, to eat in Camps,
and the Tallow of them is good to cure any wounds.”
Everyone of my readers, who is not a Scotsman, will ap-
preciate the delicate musical taste of the bear, in the matter
of bagpipes—Bruin cannot stand the skirling, and, in the

illustration, seems to be remonstrating with the piper.
P






CURIOUS CREATURES. 11§

Beasts bred up tame with them, and made obedient to
their commands in all things. Wherefore to do this the
Sooner, they keep them in Caves, or tyed with Chains,
chiefly Bears newly taken in the Woods, and half starve
them; and they appoint one or two Masters, cloathed
one like the other, to carry Victuals to them, that they
may be accustomed to play with them, and handle them
when they are loose. Also they play on Pipes sweetly,
and with this they are much taken : and thus they use
them to sport and dance, and then, when the Pipes sound
differently, they are taught to lift up their legs, as by a
more sharp sign, to end the Dance with, that they may
go on their hinder feet, with a Cap in their fore feet, held
out to the Women and Maids, and others that saw them
dance, and ask a reward for their dancing; and, if it is
not given freely, they will murmure, as they are directed
by their Master, and will nod their heads, as desiring
them to give more money: So the Master of these
Bears, that cannot speak the language of other countries,
will get a good gain by his dumb Beast. Nor doth this
seem to be done onely because that these should live
by this small gain; for the Bearherds that lead these
Bears, are, at least, ten or twelve lusty men; and in
their company, sometimes, there go Noblemen's sons, that
they may learn the manners, fashions, and distances of
places, the Military Arts, and Concord of Princes, by
these merry Pastimes. But since they were found, in
Germany, to spoil Travellers, and to cast them to their
Bears to eat, most strict Laws are made against them,
that they may never come there again.

“There is another Sport, when Bears taken, are put
into a Ship, and shew merry pastimes in going up and
down the Ropes, and sometimes are profitable for some
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reported of henbane, another herb. But there is a
certaine blacke fish in Armenia full of poison, with the
pouder whereof they poison figs, and cast them in those
places where wilde beastes are most plentifull, which
they eat, and so are killed.

“ Concerning the industrie or naturall disposition of
a beare, it is certaine that they are very hardlie tamed,
and not to be trusted though they seeme never so tame;
for which cause there is a storie of Diana in Lysias,
that there was a certaine beare made so tame, that it
went uppe and downe among men, and woulde feede
with them, taking meat at their handes, giving no
occasion to feare or mistrust her cruelty; on a daye, a
young mayde playing with the Beare, lasciviously did
so provoke it, that he tore her in pieces; the Virgin's
brethren seeing the murther, with their Dartes slew the
Beare, whereupon followed a great pestilence through
all that region: and when they consulted with the
Oracle, the paynim God gave answeare, that the plague
could not cease untill they dedicated some virginnes
unto Diana for the Beare’s sake that was slaine; which,
some interpreting that they should sacrifice them,
FEmbarus, upon condition the priesthoode might remaine
in his family, slewe his onely daughter to end the
pestilence, and for this cause the virgins were after
dedicated to Diana before their marriage, when they were
betwixt ten and fifteene yeare olde, which was performed
in the moneth of January, otherwise they could not be
married : yet beares are tamed for labours, and especially
for sports among the Roxalani and Libians, being taught
to draw water with wheeles out of the deepest wels;
likewise stones upon sleds, to the building of wals.

“ A prince of Lituania nourished a Beare very tenderly,
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Craftiness. It has been observed, that this animal applies
its ear to the ice, for the purpose of testing its thickness ;
hence it is, that the inhabitants will never cross frozen
rivers and lakes, until the foxes have passed over them
and returned.”

The Fox is most abundant in the northern parts of
Europe, and therefore we hear more about him from the
pages of Olaus Magnus, Gessner, and Topsell.

The former says:—‘ When the fox is pressed with

hunger, Cold and Snow, and he comes near men's houses,
he will bark like a dog, that house creatures may come
nearer to him with more confidence. Also, he will faign
himself dead, and lie on his back, drawing in his breath,
and lolling out his tongue, The birds coming down,
unawares, to feed on the carkasse, are snapt up by him,
with open mouth. Moreover, when he is hungry, and
finds nothing to eat, he rolls himself in red earth, that
he may appear bloody; and, casting himself on the
earth, he holds his breath, and when the birds see that
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“ Now although there be a great difference betwixt him
and a Bul, both in strength and stature, yet he is not
affraid to adventure combat, trusting in his policy more
than his vigor, for when he setteth upon a Bul, he com-
meth not upon the front for feare of his hornes, nor yet
behind him for feare of his heeles, but first of al standeth
a loofe from him, with his glaring eyes, daring and pro-
voking the Bul, making often profers to come neere unto
him, yet is wise enough to keepe a loofe till he spy
his advauntage, and then he leapeth suddenly upon the
backe of the Bul at the one side, and being so ascended,
taketh such hold, that he killeth the beast, before he
loosen his teeth. It is also worth the observation, how
he draweth unto him a Calfe that wandereth from the
dam, for by singular treacherie he taketh him by the nose,
first drawing him forwarde, and then the poore beast
‘striveth and draweth backward, and thus they struggle
togither, one pulling one way, and the other another, till
at last the Wolfe perceiving advantage, and feeling when
the Calfe pulleth heavyest, suddenly he letteth go his
hold, whereby the poore beast falleth backe upon his
buttocks, and so downe right upon his backe; then
flyeth the Wolfe to his belly which is then his upper
part, and easily teareth out his bowels, so satisfieng his
hunger and greedy appetite.

““ But, if they chance to see a Beast in the water, or in
the marsh, encombred with mire, they come.round about
him, stopping up al the passages where he shold come
out, baying at him, and threatning him, so as the poore
distressed Oxe plungeth himselfe many times over head
and eares, or at the least wise they so vex him in the
mire, that they never suffer him to come out alive. At

last, when they perceive him to be dead, and cleane
s
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so devoure them. When wolves set upon wilde Bores,
although they bee at variance amonge themselves, yet
they give over their mutual combats, and joyne together
against the Wolfe their common adversarie.

“ And this is the nature of this beast, that he feareth
no kind of weapon except a stone, for, if a stone be cast
at him, he presently falleth downe to avoide the stroke,
for it is saide that in that place of his body where he
is wounded by a stone, there are bred certaine wormes
which doe kill and destroie him. . . . As the Lyon is
afraide of a white Cocke and a Mouse, so is the wolfe,
of a Sea crab, or shrimp. It is said that the pipe of
Pithocaris did represse the violence of wolves when
they set upon him, for he sounded the same unperfectly,
and indistinctly, at the noise whereof the raging wolfe
ran away; and it hath bin beleeved that the voice of a
singing man or woman worketh the same effect.

“Concerning the enimies of wolves, there is no doubt
but that such a ravening beast hath fewe friends, . . .
for this cause, in some of the inferiour beasts their hatred
lasteth after death, as many Authors have observed ; for,
if a sheepe skinne be hanged up with a wolves’s skin,
the wool falleth off from it, and, if an instrument be
stringed with stringes made of both these beasts the one
will give no sounde in the presence of the other.”

Here we have had all the bad qualities of the Wolf
depicted in glowing colours ; but, as a faithful historian,
I must show him also under his most favourable aspect—
notably in two instances—one the she-wolf that suckled
Romulus and Remus, and the other who watched so
tenderly over the head of the Saxon Edmund, King and
Martyr, after it had been severed from his body by the
Danes, and contemptuously thrown by them into a thicket.
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nourished him carefully, and never permitted any man
to backe him but himselfe, which he afterwards dedi-
cated in the Temple of Venus. . . .

“If one do cut the vaines of the pallet of a horse’s
mouth, and let it runne downe into his belly, it will
presently destroy and consume the maw, or belly worms,
which are within him. The Marrow of a horse is also
very good to loosen the sinewes which are knit and
fastned together, but first let it be boiled in wine, and
afterwards be made cold, and then anointed warmly
cither by the Fire, or Sun. The teeth of a male horse
not gelded, or by any labor made feeble, being put under
the head, or over the head of him that is troubled or
startleth in his dreame, doth withstand and resist all
unquietnes which in the time of his rest might happen
unto him. The teeth also of a horse is verye profitable
for the curing of the Chilblanes which are rotten and
full of corruption when. they are swollen full ripe. The
tecth which do, first of all, fall from horses, being bound
or fastned upon children in their infancie, do very easily
procure the breeding of the teeth, but with more speed,
and more effectually, if they have never touched the
ground. . . . '

“If you anoint a combe with the foame of a horse,
wherewith a young man or youth doth use to comb his
head, it is of such force as it will cause the haire of his
head neither to encrease or any whit to appeare. The
foame of a horse is also very much commended for them
which have either pain or difficulty of hearing in their
ears, or else the dust of horse dung, being new made
and dryed, and mingled with oyle of Roses. The griefe
or soreness of a man’s mouth or throat, being washed
or annointed with the foame of a Horse, which hath bin
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experience that cats and Serpents love one another, for
there was (sayth he) in a certain Monastery, a Cat
norished by the Monkes, and suddenly the most part
of the Monkes which used to play with the Cat, fell
sicke ; whereof the Physitians could find no cause, but
some secret poyson, and al of them were assured that
they never tasted any : at the last a poore laboring man
came unto them, affirming that he saw the Abbey-Cat
playing with a Serpent, which the Physitians understand-

ing, presently conceived that the Serpent had emptied
some of her poyson upon the Cat, which brought the
same to the Monkes, and they by stroking and handeling
the Cat, were infected therewith ; and whereas there re-
mained one difficulty, namely, how it came to passe the
Cat herself was not poisoned thereby, it was resolved,
that, forasmuch as the Serpentes poison came from him
but in playe and sporte, and not in malice and wrath,
that therefore the venom thereof being lost in play,
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cially from a white cocke, and the reason hereof, is be-
cause they are both partakers of the Sunnes qualities in
a high degree, and therefore the greater body feareth the
lesser, because there is a more eminent and predominant
sunny propertie in the Cocke, than in the Lion. Lucretius
describes this terrour notably, affirming that, in the
morning, when the Cocke croweth, the lions betake them-
selves to flight, because there are certain seedes in the
body of Cockes, which when they are sent, and appeare
to the eyes of Lions, they vexe their pupils and apples,
and make them, against Nature, become gentle and
quiet.”

TuE LeontoPHONUsS—THE PEGAsus—THE CrocoTTA.

The Lion has a dreadful enemy, according to Pliny,
who says :—‘ We have heard speak of a small animal to
which the name of ZLeontophonus® has been given, and
which is said to exist only in those countries where the
Lion is produced. If its flesh is only tasted by the
Lion, so intensely venomous is its nature, that this lord
of the other quadrupeds instantly expires. Hence it is
that the hunters of the Lion burn its body to ashes,
and sprinkle a piece of flesh with the powder, and so
kill the Lion by means of its ashes even—so fatal to it
is this poison! The Lion, therefore, not without reason,
hates the Leontophonus, and, after destroying its sight,
kills it without inflicting a bite: the animal, on the other
hand, sprinkles the Lion with its urine, being well aware
that this, too, is fatal to it.”

We have read, in the Romances of Chivalry, how
that Guy, Earl of Warwick, having seen a Lion and a

1 From Acovrogovos, the Lion Killer.
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their own medical attainments—as described by Pliny.
“The hippopotamus has even been our instructor in one
of the operations of medicine. When the animal has
become  too bulky, by continued overfeeding, it goes
down to the banks of the river, and examines the reeds
which have been newly cut; as soon as it has found a
stump that is very sharp, it presses its body against it,
and so wounds one of the veins in the thigh; and by
the flow of blood thus produced, the body, which would
otherwise have fallen into a morbid state, is relieved ;
after which, it covers up the wound with mud.

“The bird, also, which is called the Ibis, a native of
the same country of Egypt, has shewn us some things
of a similar nature. By means of its hooked beak, it
laves the body through that part by which it is especially
necessary for health, that the residuous food should be
discharged. Nor, indeed, are these the only inventions
which have been borrowed from animals to prove of use
to man. The power of the herb dittany, in extracting
arrows, was first disclosed to us by stags that had been
struck by that weapon; the weapon being discharged
on their feeding upon this plant. The same animals,
too, when they happen to have been wounded by the
phalangium, a species of spider, or by any insect of a
similar nature, cure themselves by eating crabs. One
of the very best remedies for the bite of the serpent, is
the plant with which lizards treat their wounds when
injured in fighting with each other. The swallow has
shown us that the chelidonia is very serviceable to the
sight, by the fact of.its employing it for the cure of its
young, when their eyes are affected. The tortoise
recruits its powers of effectually resisting serpents by

eating the plant which is known as cunile bubula; and
u
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“When an elephant has happened to devour a chame-
leon, which is of the same colour with the herbage,
it counteracts this poison by means of the wild olive.
Bears, when they have eaten of the fruit of the Man-
drake, lick up numbers of Ants. The Stag counteracts
the effect of poisonous plants by eating the artichoke.
Wood pigeons, jackdaws, blackbirds, and partridges,
purge themselves once a year by eating bday leaves;
pigeons, turtle-doves, and poultry, with wall pellitory, or
helxine; ducks, geese, and other aquatic birds of a similar
nature, with the bulrush. The raven, when it has killed
a chameleon, a contest in which even the conqueror
suffers, counteracts the poison by means of laurel.”

Tue Svu.

Topsell mentions a fearful beast called the Su.
“There is a region in the new-found world, called
Gigantes, and the inhabitants thereof, are called Pafagones,;
now, because their country is cold, being far in the South,
they cloath themselves with the skins of a beast called
in their owne toong S, for by reason that this beast liveth
for the most part neere the waters, therefore they cal it
by the name of Sw, which signifieth water. The true image
thereof, as it was taken by 7T/enestus, 1 have heere in-
serted, for it is of a very deformed shape, and monstrous
presence, a great ravener, and an untamable wilde beast.

“When the hunters that desire her skinne, set upon
her, she flyeth very swift, carrying her yong ones upon

~ her back, and covering them with her broad taile ; now,
for so much as no dogge or man dareth to approach
neere unto her, (because such is the wrath thereof, that
in the pursuit she killeth all that commeth near her:)
The hunters digge severall pittes or great holes in the
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because there can be no resistance, they approach, and
with their darts and speares, wound her to death, and
then take off her skin, and leave the Carcasse in the
earth. And this is all that I finde recorded of this
most strange beast.”

Tue Lame-TREE.

As a change from this awful animal, let us examine
the Planta Tartarica Borometz—which was so graphically
delineated by Joannes Zahn in 1696. Although this is
by no means the first picture of it, yet it is the best
of any I have seen.

A most interesting book ! on the “ Vegetable Lamb of
Tartary ” has been written by the late Henry Lee, Esq,, at
one time Naturalist of the Brighton Aquarium, and I am
much indebted to it for
matter onthesubject, which
I could not otherwise have
obtained.

The word Boromets is
supposed to be derived
from a Tartar word signify-
ing a lamb, and this plant-
animal was thoroughly be-
lieved in, many centuries
ago—but there seem to
have been two distinct
varieties of plant, that on S
which little lambs were
found in pods, and that as represented by Zahn, with a
living lamb attached by its navel to a short stem. This
stalk was flexible, and allowed the lamb to graze, within

1 Written to prove that this plant was the Cotton-plant.
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sess three heads, those of a lion, a goat, and a dragon.
It used so to be pictorially treated, but in more modern
times as Aldrovandus represents. The mountain Chi-
mara, now called Yanar, is in ancient Lycia, in Asia
Minor, and was a burning mountain, which, according to
Spratt, is caused by a stream of inflammable gas, issuing
from a crevice. This monster is easily explained, if
we can believe Servius, the Commentator of Virgil, who
says that flames issue from the top of the mountain,
and that there are lions in the vicinity ; the middle part
abounds in goats, and the lower part with serpents.

Tue HarPY AND SIREN.
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The conjunction of the human form with birds is very
easy, wings being fitted to it, as in the case of angels—and
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The Maoris aver that at times they still hear the
gigantic Moa in the scrub-—and, even, if extinct, we
know, by the state of the bones found, that its extinction
must have been of comparatively recent date. But no
one credits the Moa with the power of flight, whilst
the Griffin, which must not be confounded with the
gold-loving Arimaspian Gryphon, was a noble bird.
Mandeville knew him :—*In this land (Bactria) are
many gryffons, more than in other places, and some

say they have the body before as an Egle, and behinde
as a Lyon, and it is trouth, for they be made so; but
the Griffen hath a body greater than viii Lyons, and stall
worthier (sfouter, braver) than a hundred Egles. For
certainly he wyl beare to his nest flying, a horse and a
man upon his back, or two Oxen yoked togither as they
. go at plowgh, for he hath longe nayles on hys fete, as
great as it were hornes of Oxen, and of those they make
Cups there to drynke of, and of his rybes they make
bowes to shoote with.”

Olaus Magnus says they live in the far Northern
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as quite surpass all description. In the front rank of
these is the Pheenix, that famous bird of Arabia; though
1 am not sure that its existence is not a fable.

“It is said that there is only one in existence in the
whole world, and that that one has not been seen very
often. We are told that this bird is of the size of an
eagle, and has a brilliant golden plumage around the
neck, whilst the rest of the body is a purple colour;
except the tail, which is azure, with long feathers inter-
mingled, of a roseate hue; the throat is adorned with a
crest, and the head with a tuft of feathers. The first
Roman who described this bird, and who has done so
with great exactness, was the Senator Manilius, so
famous for his learning; which he owed, too, to the
instructions of no teacher. He tells us that no person
has ever seen this bird eat, that in Arabia it is looked
upon as sacred to the Sun; that it lives five hundred
and forty years. That when it is old it builds a nest
of Cassia and sprigs of incense, which it fills with per-
fumes, and then lays its body down upon them to die:
that from its bones and marrow there springs at first a
sort of small worm, which, in time, changes into a little
bird; that the first thing it does is to perform the
obsequies of its predecessor, and to carry the nest entire
to the City of the Sun near Panchaia, and there deposit
it upon the altar of that divinity.

“The same Manilius states also, that the revolution of
the great ycar is completed with the life of this bird, and
that then a new cycle comes round again with the same
characteristics as the former one, in the seasons and the
appearance of the stars; and he says that this begins
about midday of the day in which the Sun enters the
sign of Aries. He also tells us that when he wrote to
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the above effect, in the consulship of P. Licinius, and
Cneius Cornelius, (B.c. 96) it was the two hundred
and fifteenth year of the said revolution. Cornelius
Valerianus says that the Pheenix took its flight from
Arabia into Egypt in the Consulship of Q. Plautius and
Sextus Papinius, (a.p. 36). This bird was brought to
Rome in the Censorship of the Emperor Claudius, being
the year from the building of the City, 800, (a.n. 47)
and it was exposed to public view in the Comitium.
This fact is attested by the public Annals, but there is
no one that doubts that it was a fictitious Pheenix.”

Cuvier seems to think that the bird described above
was a Golden Pheasant, brought from the interior of
Asia—at a time when these birds were unknown to
civilised Europe.

Du Bartas, in his metrical account of the Creation,
mentions this winged prodigy :—

“ The Heav’nly Pheenix first began to frame
The earthly Pienix, and adorn’d the same
With such a Plume, that Pheebus, circuiting
From Fez to Cairo, sees no fairer thing :
Such form, such feathers, and such Fate he gave her
That fruitfull Nature breedeth nothing braver :
Two sparkling eyes ; upon her crown, a crest
Of starrie Sprigs (more splendent than the rest)
A goulden doun about her dainty neck,
Her brest deep purple, and a scarlet back,
Her wings and train of feathers (mixed fine)
Of orient azure and incarnadine,
He did appoint her Fate to be her Pheer,
Anund Death’s cold kisses to restore her heer
Her life again, which never shall expire
Untill (as she) the World consume in fire.
For, having passed under divers Climes,
A thousand Winters, and a thousand Primes ;
Worn out with yeers, wishing her endless end,
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hotter Climats ; yet oft-times, in the Northern Countries,
Swallows are drawn forth, by chance by Fishermen, like
a lump cleaving together, where they went amongst the
Reeds, after the beginning of Autumn, and there fasten
themselves bill to bill, wing to wing, feet to feet. For
it is observed, that they, about that time ending their
most sweet note, (?) do so descend, and they fly out
peaceably after the beginning of the Spring, and come
to their old Nests, or else they build new ones by their
natural care. Now that lump being drawn forth by

ignorant young men (for the old Fishermen that are
acquainted with it, put it in again) is carryed and laid
on the Sea Shore, and by the heat of the Sun, the Lump
is dissolved, and the Swallows begin to fly, but they last
but a short time because they were not set at liberty by
being taken so soon, but they were made captive by it.
It hapneth also in the Spring, when they return freely,
and come to their old Nests, or make new ones, if a very
cold Winter come upon them, and much snow fall, they
will all dye; that all that Summer you shall see none of



188 CURIOUS CREATURES.

them upon the Houses, or Banks, or Rivers; but a very
few that came later out of the Waters, or from other
Parts, which by Nature come flying thither, to repair
their Issue. Winter being fully ended in May; For
Husband-Men, from their Nests, built higher or lower,
take their Prognostications, whether they shall sowe in
Valleys, or Mountains or Hills, according as the Rain
shall increase or diminish. Also the Inhabitants hold
it an ill sign, if the Swallows refuse to build upon their
houses ; for they fear those House-tops are ready to fall.”

This is proper, and good, and what we might expect
from Olaus Magnus; but it is somewhat singular to see,
printed in Nofes and Queries for October 22, 1864, the
following :—

“The Duke de R
that in Sweden, the swallows, as soon as the winter

related to me, a few days ago,

begins to approach, plunge themselves into the lakes,
where they remain asleep and hidden under the ice till
the return of the summer; when, revived by the new
warmth, they come out from the water, and fly away as
formerly. While the lakes are frozen, if somebody will
break the ice in those parts where it appears darker
than in the rest, he will find masses of swallows—cold,
asleep, and half dead; which, by taking out of their
retreat, and warming, he will see gradually to vivify
again and fly.

“In other countries they retire very often to the
Caverns, under the rocks. As many of these exist
between the City of Caen, and the Sea, on the banks of
the river Orne, there are found sometimes, during the
winter, piles of swallows suspended in these vaults, like
bundles of grapes. I witnessed the same thing, myself,
in Italy; where, as well as in France, it is considered
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nzeus called the emerald birds of Paradise apoda or
legless ; whilst Tavernier says that these birds getting
drunk on nutmegs, fall helpless to the ground, and then
the ants eat off their legs.
“ But note we now, towards the rich Molugues,

Those passing strange and wondrous (birds) Manueques.

(Wond'rous indeed, if Sea, or Earth, or Sky,

Saw ever wonder swim, or goe, or fly)

None knowes their Nest, none knowes the dam that breeds

them ;

Foodless they live; for th’ Aire alonely feeds them:

Wingless they fly ; and yet their flight extends,

Till with their flight, their unknown live’s-date ends.”

Snow Birbs.

But we must leave warm climes, and birds of Paradise,
and speak of “ Birds shut up under the Snow.”
“There are in the Northern Countries Wood-Cocks,
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like to pheasant for bigness, but their Tails are much
shorter, and they are cole black all over their bodies,
with some white feathers at the end of their Tails and
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where bryars are, and thick Trees. Males and Females
sit on the Eggs by turns, and both of them keep the
Young, and chiefly the Male, that neither the Eagle nor
Fox may catch them.

“These Birds fly in great sholes together, and they
remain in high Trees, chiefly Birch-Trees ; and they come
not down, but for propagation, because they have food
enough on the top of their Trees. And when Hunters
or Countreymen, to whom those fields belong, see them
fly all abroad, over the fields full of snow, they pitch up
staves obliquely from the Earth, above the Snow, eight
or ten foot high; and at the top of them, there hangs
a snare, that moves with the least touch, and so they
catch these Birds; because they, when they Couple, leap
strangely, as Partridges do, and so they fall into these
snares, and hang there. And when one seems to be
caught in the Gin, the others fly to free her, and are
caught in the like snare. There is also another way
to catch them, namely with arrows and stalking-horses,
that they may not suspect it. . . .

“There is also another kind of Birds called Bonosa,
whose flesh is outwardly black, inwardly white: they
are as delicate good meat as Partridges, yet as great as
Pheasants. At the time of Propagation, the Male runs
with open mouth till he foam ; then the Female runs
and receives the same; and from thence she seems to
conceive, and bring forth eggs, and to produce her
young.”

THE Swan.
The ancient fable so dear, even to modern poets, that

Swans sing before they die—was not altogether believed

even in classical times, as saith Pliny :—*It is stated that
Y
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and Swedish Sea, that cries incessantly all the Summer,
Alle, Alle, therefore they are called all over, by the In-
habitants, Alle, Alle. For in that Lake such a multitude
of great birds is found, (as I said before) by reason of
the fresh Waters that spring from hot springs, that they
seem to cover all the shores and rivers, especially Sea-
Crows, or Cormorants, Coots, More Hens, two sorts of
Ducks, Swans, and infinite smaller Water Birds. These
Crows, and other devouring birds, the hunters can easily
take, because they fly slowly, and not above two or four
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Cubits above the Water : thus they do it on the narrow
Rocks, as in the Gates of Islands, on the Banks of them,
they hang black nets, or dyed of a Watry Colour upon
Spears ; and these, with Pulleys, will quickly slip up or
down, that in great Sholes they catch the Birds that fly
thither by letting the Nets fall upon them: and this is
necessary, because those Birds fly so slowly, and right for-
ward; so that few escape. Also, sometimes Ducks, and
other Birds are taken in these Nets. Wherefore these
black, or slow Birds, whether they swim or fly, are always
crying Alle, Alle, which in Latine signifies A4, Al,
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Prayse-worthy Payer ; which pure examples yield

Of faithfull Father, and Officious Childe :

Th’ one quites (in time) her Parents love exceeding,
From whom shee had her birth and tender breeding ;
Not onely brooding under her warm brest

Their age-chill’d bodies bed-rid in the nest;

Nor only bearing them upon her back

Through th’ empty Aire, when their own wings they lack ;
But also, sparing (This let Children note)

Her daintiest food from her own hungry throat,

To feed at home her feeble Parents, held

From forraging, with heavy Gyves of Eld.

The other, kindly, for her tender Brood

Tears her own bowells, trilleth-out her blood,

To heal her young, and in a wondrous sort,

Unto her Children doth her life transport :

For finding them by som fell Serpent slain,

She rends her brest, and doth upon them rain

Her vitall humour ; whence recovering heat,

They by her death, another life do get.”

Tue TrocHILUS.

This bird, as described by Aristotle, and others, is of
a peculiar turn of mind :—“ When the Crocodile gapes,
the trochilus flies into its mouth to cleanse its teeth;
in this process the trochilus procures food, and the
other perceives it, and does not injure it; when the
Crocodile wishes the trochilus to leave, it moves its neck
that it may not bite the bird.”

Giovanni Leone—Dbefore quoted— says, respecting this
bird :—* As we sayled further we saw great numbers of
crocodiles upon the banks of the ilands in the midst of
Nilus lye baking them in the sunne with their jawes
wide open, whereinto certaine little birds about the
bignesse of a thrush entering, came flying forth againe
presently after. The occasion whereof was told me to
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feet : but Aldrovandus “out-Herods Herod” when he
gives us ““A monstrous Cock with Serpent’s tail.”

If we can believe Pliny, there are places where certain
birds are never found :(—* With reference to the depar-
ture of birds, the owlet, too, is said to lie concealed for
a few days. No birds of this last kind are to be found
in the island of Crete, and if any are imported thither,
they immediately die. Indeed, this is a remarkable
distinction made by Nature; for she denies to certain
places, as it were, certain kinds of fruits and shrubs, and
of animals as well ; . . .

“Rhodes possesses no Eagles. In Italy, beyond the
Padus, there is, near the Alps, a lake known by the name
of Larius, beautifully situate amid a country covered
with shrubs; and yet this lake is never visited by storks,
nor, indeed, are they ever known to come within eight
miles of it; whilst on the other hand, in the neighbour-
ing territory of the Montres, there are immense flocks
of magpies and jackdaws, the only bird that is guilty of
stealing gold and silver, a very singular propensity.

“It is said that in the territory of Tarentum, the wood-
pecker of Mars is never found. It is only lately, too,
and that but very rarely, that various kinds of pies have
begun to be seen in the districts that lie between the
Apennines, and the City; birds which are known by
the name of Variw, and are remarkable for the length
of the tail. It is a peculiarity of this bird, that it
becomes bald every year at the time of sowing rape.
The partridge does not fly beyond the frontiers of
Beeotia, into Attica; nor does any bird, in the island
in the Euxine in which Achilles was buried, enter the
temple there consecrated to him.

“In the territory of Fidenw, in the vicinity of the City,
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faith, but now the materialism of the present age would
shatter, if it could, our cherished belief in these Marine
eccentricities, and would fain have us to credit that all
those that have been seen, were some of the Phocidee,
such as a “Dugong,” or else they would attempt to
persuade us that a beautiful mermaid, with her comb
and looking-glass, was neither more nor less than a repul-
sive-looking ‘‘ Manatee.”

Sir J. Emerson Tennent quotes in his ¢ Natural

History of Ceylon"” from the description of one of the
Dutch Colonial Chaplains, named Valentyn, who wrote
an account of the Natural History of Amboyna. He
says that in 1663, a lieutenant in the Dutch army was
with some soldiers on the sea-beach at Amboyna, when
they all saw mermen swimming near the beach. He
described them as having long and flowing hair, of a
colour between grey and green.  And he saw them again,
after an interval of six weeks, when he was in company
with some fifty others. e also says that these Marine
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long Horns round about, like a tree rooted up by the
roots : they are ten or twelve Cubits long, very black,
and with huge eyes, the Compass whereof (i.e., of the fish)
is above eight or ten Cubits: the apple of the eye is of
one Cubit, and is red and fiery coloured, which in the
dark night appears to Fisher-men afar off under Waters,

as a burning Fire, having hairs like Goose-Feathers, thick
and long, like a beard hanging down; the rest of the
body, for the greatness of the head, which is square,
is very small, not being above fourteen or fifteen cubits
long; one of these Sea Monsters will drown easily many
great ships, provided with many strong Marriners.”

He also speaks of a Cetacean, called a Physeter :—
“ The Whirlpool, or Prister, is of the kind of Whales, two
hundred Cubits long, and is very cruel. For, to the
danger of Sea men, he will sometimes raise himself
beyond the Sail yards, and cast such floods of Waters
above his head, which he had sucked in, that with a
cloud of them, he will often sink the strongest ships, or
expose the Marriners to extream danger. This Beast
hath also a long and large round mouth like a Lamprey,
whereby he sucks in his meat or water, and by his
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We have the saying,  Throw a tub to the Whale,” and
we not only find that it is the proper treatment to con-

ciliate Physeters, but Gesner shows us the real thing
applied to Whales, trumpet and all complete, and he also
shows us the close affinity between the Whale and the

Physeter, in the accompanying illustration, which depicts
a whale uprearing, and coming down again on an unfor-
tunate vessel.

There is another Whale, described by Gesner, which
he calls the “ Trol” whale, or in German,  Tetfelwal,”
or Devil Whale, This whale lies asleep on the water,
and is of such a deceptive appearance that seamen
mistake it for an island, and cast anchor into it, a
proceeding which this peculiar class of whale does not
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themselves. I was among those who were amusing them-
selves upon the shores of the island, and the passengers
were assembled to eat and drink, and play and sport.
But while we were thus engaged, lo, the master of the
ship, standing upon its side, called out with his loudest
voice, ‘O ye passengers, whom may God preserve ! come
up quickly into the ship, hasten to embark, and leave
your merchandise, and flee with your lives, and save
yourselves from destruction; for this apparent island
upon which ye are, is not, in reality, an island, but it is
a great fish that hath become stationary in the midst of
the sea, and the sand hath accumulated upon it, so that
it hath become like an island, and trees have grown upon
it, since times of old; and, when ye lighted upon it the
fire, it felt the heat, and put itself in motion, and now it
will descend with you into the sea, and ye will all be
drowned ; then seek for yourselves escape before de-
struction, and leave the merchandise!’ The passengers,
therefore, hearing the words of the master of the ship,
hastened to go up into the vessel, leaving the merchan-
dise, and their other goods, and their copper cooking-
pots, and their fire-pots ; and some reached the ship,
and others reached it not. The island had moved, and
descended to the bottom of the sea, with all that were
upon it, and the roaring sea, agitated with waves, closed
over it.”

Olaus Magnus, too, tells of sleeping whales being
mistaken for islands :—*The Whale hath upon its Skin
a superficies, like the gravel that is by the sea side; so
that oft times when he raiseth his back above the waters,
Sailors take it to be nothing else but an Island, and sayl
unto it, and go down upon it, and they strike in piles
upon it, and fasten them to their ships: they kindle
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fires to boyl their meat; until at length the Whale
feeling the fire, dives down to the bottome; and such
as are upon his back, unless they can save themselves
by ropes thrown forth of the ship, are drown'd. This
Whale, as I have said before of the Whirlpool and
Pristes, sometimes so beicheth out the waves that he
hath taken in, that, with a Cloud of Waters, oft times,
he will drown the ship; and when a Tempest ariseth at
Sea, he will rise above water, that he will sink the ships,
during these Commotions and Tempests. Sometimes he
brings up Sand on his back, upon which, when a Tem-
pest comes, the Marriners are glad that they have found
Land, cast Anchor, and are secure on a false ground}
and when as they kindle their fires, the Whale, so soon
as he perceives it, he sinks down suddenly into the
depth, and draws both men and ships after him, unless
the Anchors break.”

But apropos of the whale casting forth such quantities
of water, it is, as a matter of fact, untrue. The whale
has a tremendously strong exhalation, and when it
breathes under water, its breath sends up two columns
of spray, but, if its head is above water, it cannot
spout.

One thing in favour of whales, is ‘“ The Wonderful
affection of the whales towards their young. Whales,
that have no Gills, breathe by Pipes, which is found but
in few creatures. They carry their young ones, when
they are weak and feeble; and if they be small, they
take them in at their mouths. This they do also when
a Tempest is coming ; and after the Tempest, they Vomit
them up. When for want of water their young are
hindered, that they cannot follow their Dams, the Dams
take water in their mouths, and cast it to them like a
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river, that she may so free them from the Land they
are fast upon. Also she accompanies them long, when
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they are grown up, but they qunckly grow up, and
increase ten years.”

According to Olaus Magnus, there be many kinds
of whales :—‘‘ Some are hairy, ‘and of four Acres in
bigness ; the Acre is 240 foot long and 120 broad;
some are smooth skinned, and those are smaller, and
are taken in the West and Northern Sea; some have
their Jaws long and full of teeth; namely, 12 or 14
foot long, and the Teeth are 6, 8, or 12 foot long. But
their two Dog teeth, or Tushes, are longer than the rest,
underneath, like a Horn, like the teeth of Bores, or
Elephants. This kind of whale hath a fit mouth to eat,
and his eyes are so large, that fifteen men may sit in
the room of each of them, and sometimes twenty, or
more, as the beast is in quantity.

“His horns are 6 or 7 foot long, and he hath 250
upon each eye, as hard as horn, that he can stir stiff
or gentle, either before or behind. These grow together,
to defend his eyes in tempestuous weather, or when any
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paws, but points out that it must be an aquatic animal,
because of its tail.

In his Addenda et Emendanda, he gives, on the
authority of Olaus Magnus, a picture of an unnamed

Whale—he says it was of great size, and had terrible
teeth.

He also gives us two or three curious pictures of
now extinct Cetaceans, something like terrestrial animals
or men. And the first is a Leonine Monster, and for
its authority he quotes Rondeletius.

This creature had none of its parts fitted to act as
a marine animal of prey, but he says that Gisbertus
(Horstius) Germanus, a physician at Rome, certifies that
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¢ Seas have (as well as skies) Sun, Moon, and Stars ;
(As well as ayre) Swallows, and Rooks, and Stares ;
(As well as earth) Vines, Roses, Nettles, Millions,!
Pinks, Gilliflowers, Mushrooms, and many millions
Of other Plants (more rare and strange than these)
As very fishes living in the Seas.
And also Rams, Calfs, Horses, Hares, and Hogs,
Wolves, Lions, Urchins, Elephants and Dogs,
Yea, Men and Mayds ; and (which I more admire 2)
The mytred Bishop, and the cowled Fryer ;
Whereof, examples, (but a few years since)
Were shew’n the Norways, and Polonian Prince.”

Was the strange fish that Stow speaks of in his
Annales one of these two ?—‘“A.p. 1187, Neere unto
Orforde in Suffolke, certaine Fishers of the sea tooke
in their Nettes, a Fish having the shape of a man in all
pointes, which Fish was kept by Bartlemew de Glanville,
Custos of the castle of Orforde, in the same Castle, by
the space of sixe monethes, and more, for a wonder :
He spake not a word.  All manner of meates he gladly
did eate, but more greedilie raw fishe, after he had
crusshed out all the moisture. Oftentimes he was
brought to the Church where he showed no tokens of
adoration. At length, when he was not well looked to,
he stale away to the Sea and never after appeared.”
If this was not the real Simon Pure, yet I think it may
put in a claim as a first-class British production, and,
as far as I know, unique—all other denizens of the
deep having some trace of their watery habitat, either
in wearing scales, or a tail.

Following Du Bartas' idea, let us take some marine
animals which have a somewhat similar counterpart on
shore.

Gesner gives us the picture, Olaus Magnus gives us

1 Melons. 2 Wonder at.
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toward the more Northern parts, hath a great Fish, as
big as Elephants, which are called Morsi, or Rosmari,
may be they are (called) so from their sharp biting; for,
if they see any man on the Sea-shore, and can catch
him, they come suddenly upon him, and rend him with
their Teeth, that they will kill him in a trice. Therefore
these Fish called Rosmars, or Morsi, have heads fashioned
like to an Oxes, and a hairy Skin, and hair growing as
thick as straw or corn-reeds, that lye loose very largely.

They will raise themselves with their Teeth, as by
Ladders to the very tops of Rocks, that they may feed
on the Dewie Grasse, or Fresh Water, and role them-
selves in it, unless in the mean time they fall very fast
asleep, and rest upon the Rocks; for then Fishermen
make all the haste they can, and begin at the Tail, and
part the Skin from the Fat; and unto this that is parted,
they put most strong Cords, and fasten them on the
rugged rocks or Trees, that are near; then they throw
stones at his head, out of a Sling, to raise him, and they
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fish is like no other, but in something it is like a
Whale. He hath as ugly a head as an Owl: his
mouth is wondrous deep, as a vast pit, whereby he
terrifies and drives away those that look into it. His

Eyes are horrible, his Back Wedge-fashion, or elevated
like a Sword; his snout is pointed. These often enter
upon the Northern Coasts as Thieves and hurtful Guests,
that are always doing mischief to ships they meet, by
boring holes in them, and sinking them.

“Tue Saw Fisu.

“The Saw fish is also a beast of the Sea; the body
is huge great, the head hath a crest, and is hard and
dented like to a Saw. It will swim under ships and
cut them, that the Water may come in, and he may feed
on the men when. the ship is drowned.”

Tue Orca

is probably the Thresher whale. Pliny thus describes
it :—* The Baleena (whale of some sorf) penetrates to
our seas even. It is said that they are not to be seen
in the ocean of Gades (Bay of Cadiz) before the winter
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Siria there is a River having great store of fish like
unto Samon-trouts, but no Jew can catch them, though
either Christian and Turk shall catch them in abundance,
with great ease.”

Pliny has some curious natural phenomena to tell us
about, of showers of Milk, Blood, Flesh, Iron, and Wool ;
nay, he even says that, the year of this woolly shower,
when Titus Annius Milo was pleading his own cause,
there fell a shower of baked tiles !

After this we can swallow Olaus Magnus's story of a

rain of fishes very comfortably, especially as he supple-
ments it with showers of frogs and worms.

He gives a curious story of the black river at the
New Fort in Finland :—‘ There is a Fort in the utmost
parts of Finland that is under the Pole, and it belongs
to the Kingdom of Sweden, and it is called the New-
Fort, because it was wonderfull cunningly built, and
fortified by Nature and Art; for it is placed on a round
Mountain, having but one entrance and outlet toward
the West ; and that by a ship that is tyed with great
Iron Chains, which by strong labour and benefit of
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way ; the nature of it is, that it agrees with other living
creatures in the way of contracting, and dilating itself:
yet some are immovable from rocks, and if they be
broken off at the Roots, they grow again; some are

movable from place to place; and these are found in
huge plenty on the foresaid shores. They are fed with
mud, small fish, and oysters. When they are alive,
they are black, as they are when they are wet.”

Tue KRAKEN.

This enormous monster, peculiar to the Northern
Seas, is scarcely a fable, because huge Calamaries arc
not infrequently seen. Poor Pontoppidan has often been
considered a Danish Ananias, but there are authentic
accounts of these enormous Cuttle-fish; for instance, in
1854, one was stranded at the Skag, in Jutland, which
was cut in pieces by the fishermen in order to be used
as bait, and filled many wheelbarrows, Another, cither
in 1860 or 1861, was stranded between Hillswick and
Scalloway, on the west of Scotland, and its tentacles
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have been seen in more northern waters. It has been
the fashion to pooh-pooh the existence of this sea mon-
ster, but there are many that still do believe in it most
thoroughly ; only, to express that belief would be to
certainly expose oneself to ridicule. No one doubts the
bond fides of those who narrate having seen them, but
some one is sure to come forward with his pet theory
as to its being a school of porpoises, or an enormous
cuttle-fish, with its tentacles playing on the surface
of the water; so that no one likes to confess that he
has seen it.

Both Olaus Magnus and Gesner give illustrations of
the Sea-Serpent of Norway, and I give that of the
latter, as it is the best. The former says :—“ They who

Work of Navigation, on the Coasts of Norway, employ
themselves in fishing, or merchandize, do all agree in
this strange Story, that there is a Serpent there which
is of a Vast Magnitude, namely 200 feet long, and,
moreover, 20 foot thick; and is wont to live in Rocks
and Caves toward the Sea Coast about Berge; which
will go alone from his holes in a clear night in Summer,
and devour Calves, Lambs, and Hogs, or else he goes
into the Sea to feed on Polypus, Locusts, and all sorts
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“Smith’s Classical Dictionary”), which does not seem
unlike one.

The Wingless Dragons belong to the serpent tribe,
with the exception that they are generally furnished with
legs. These are “ Wormes,” of several of which we, in
England, were the happy possessors. Of course, in the
northern parts of Europe, they survived (in story at
all events) much later than with us, and Olaus Magnus
gives accounts of several fights with them, notably that
of Frotho and Fridlevus, two Champions, against a
serpent.

“ Frotho, a Danish Champion and a King, scarce being
past his childhood, in a single combat killed a huge
fierce great Serpent, thrusting his sword into his belly,
for his hard skin would not be wounded, and all darts
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" thrown at him, flew back again, and it was but labour
lost. Fridlevus was no lesse valiant, who, both to try
his valour, and to find out some hidden treasure, set
upon a most formidable Serpent for his huge body and
venomous teeth, and, for a long time, he cast his darts
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daily contribution of nine cows’ milk, which was always
placed for it at the green hill, and in default of which it
devoured man and beast. Young Lambton had, it seems,
meanwhile, totally repented him of his former life and
conversation, had bathed himself in a bath of holy water,
taken the sign of the cross, and joined the Crusaders.

“On his return home, he was extremely shocked at
witnessing the effects of his youthful imprudences, and
immediately undertook the adventure. After several
fierce combats, in which the Crusader was foiled by his
enemy’s power of self-union, he found it expedient to add
policy to courage, and not, perhaps, possessing much of
the former quality, he went to consult a witch or wise
woman. By her judicious advice he armed himself in
a coat-of-mail studded with razor blades; and, thus
prepared, placed himself on the crag in the river, and
awaited the monster’s arrival.

“ At the usual time the worm came to the rock, and
wound himself with great fury round the armed knight,
who had the satisfaction to see his enemy cut in pieces
by his own efforts, whilst the stream washing away the
severed parts, prevented the possibility of reunion.

“ There is still a sequel to the story: the witch had
promised Lambton success only on one condition, that
he should slay the first living thing which met his sight
after the victory. To avoid the possibility of human
slaughter, Lambton had directed his father, that as soon
as he heard him sound three blasts on his bugle, in
token of the achievement performed, he should release
his favourite greyhound, which would immediately fly
to the sound of the horn, and was destined to be the
sacrifice.  On hearing his son’s bugle, however, the old
chief was so overjoyed, that he forgot his instructions,
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Learned and Credible men which saw the same; and
they thought it was not bredde in that Country, but
rather driven by the winde thither from some forraine
Nation. For Fraunce was never knowne to breede
any such Monsters. Among the Pyrenes, too, there is a
cruell kinde of Serpent, not past foure foot long, and as
thicke as a man’s arme, out of whose sides growe winges,
much like unto gristles. )

“ Gesner also saith, that in the yeere of our Lord 1543
there came many Serpents both with wings and legs
into the parts of Germany neere Stiria, who did bite and
wound many men incurably. Cardan also describeth
certaine serpents with wings, which he saw at Paris,
whose dead bodies were in the hands of Guliclmus
Musicus ; hee saith that they had two legges, and small
winges, so that they could scarce flie, the head was little,
and like to the head of a serpent, their colour bright, and
without haire or feathers, the quantitie of that which was
greatest, did not exceede the bignes of a Cony, and it is
saide they were brought out of India. . . .

‘““ There have beene also Dragons many times seene in
Germaine, flying in the ayre at mid-day, and signifying
great and fearefull fiers to follow, as it happened neere
to the Cittie called Niderbusge, neere to the shore of
the Rlyne, in a marvailous cleere sun-shine day, there
came a .dragon.three- times suceessively together in one
day, and did hang in the ayre over a Towne called
Sanctogoarin, and shaking his tayle over that Towne
every time: it appeared visibly in the sight of many of
the inhabitants, and, afterwards it came to passe, that the
said towne was three times burned with fire, to the great
harme and undooing of the people dwelling in the same;

for they were not able to make any resistance to quench
2F
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taine inchaunting verses doe tame Dragons, and rydeth
upon their neckes, as a man would ride upon a horse,
guiding and governing them with a bridle.”

And so widely spread was the belief that these fearful
animals could be brought into subjection, that Magnus
gives us an account “Of the Fight of King Harald
against a tame Dragon,” but this one seems hardly as
docile as those previously instanced :—* Haraldus the
most illustrious King of Norway, residing, in his youth,
with the King of Constantinople, and being condemned
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for man-slaughter, he was commanded to be cast to a
tame Dragon that should rend him in pieces. As he
went into the prison, one very faithfull servant he had,
offered himself freely to die with his Master.

“The keeper of the Castle, curiously observing them
both, let them down at the mouth of the Den, being
unarmed, and well searched; wherefore, when the ser-
vant was naked, he admitted Farald to be covered with
his shirt, for modesty’s sake, who gave him a braslet
privily, and he scattered little fish on the pavement, that
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“There was a man of that Towne whose name was
Winckleriedt, who was banished for manslaughter : this
man promised, if he might have his pardon, and be re-
stored againe to his former inheritance, that he would com-
bat with that Dragon, and by God's helpe destroy him ;
which thing was granted unto him with great joyfulnes.
Wherefore he was recalled home, and in the presence of
many people went foorth to fight with that Dragon, whom
he slew and overcame, whereat for joy hee lifted uppe
his sword imbrued in the dragon’s blood, in token of
victory, but the blood distilled downe from the sword
uppon his body, and caused him instantly to fall downe
dead.”

“There be certaine beasts called Dracontopides, very
great and potent Serpents, whose faces are like to the
faces of Virgins, and the residue of their body like to
dragons. -It is thought that such a one was the Ser-
pent that deceived Eve, for Beda saith it had a Virgin's
countenance, and therefore the woman, sceing the like-
nes of her owne face, was the more easily drawne to
believe it: into which the devill had entred ; they say
he taught it to cover the body with leaves, and to shew
nothing but the head and face. But this fable is not
worthy to be refuted, because the Scripture itself, dooth
directly gaine-say everie part of it. For, first of all it is
called a Serpent, and if it had been a Dragon, Moses
would have said so; and, therefore, for ordinary punish-
ment, Gop doth appoint it to creepe upon the belly,
wherefore it is not likely that it had either wings or feete.
Secondly, it was impossible and unlikely, that any part of
the body was covered or conceiled from the sight of the
woman, seeing she knew it directly to be a Serpent, as
shee afterward confessed before Gop and her husband.
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say, came from the Coliseum at Rome, and was then in
the Vatican.

Topsell, in his * History of Serpents,” dwells lovingly,
and lengthily, on the crocodile. He says :(—‘ Some have
written that the Crocodile runneth away from a man if
he winke with his left eye, and looke steadfastly uppon
him with his right eye, but if this bee true, it is not
to be attributed to the vertue of the right eye, but
onely to the rarenesse of sight, which is conspicuous to
the Serpent from one eye. The greatest terrour unto
Crocodiles, as both Seneca and Pliny affirme, are the

inhabitants of the lle Tentyrus within Nilus, for those
people make them runne away with their voyces, and
many times pursue and take them in snares. Of these
people speaketh Solinus in this manner :—There is a
generation of men in the lle Zentyrus within the waters
of Nilus, which are of a most adverse nature to the
Crocodile, dwelling also in the same place. And,
although their persons or presence be of small stature,
yet heerein is theyr courage admired, because at the
suddaine sight of a Crocodile, they are no whit daunted;
for one of these dare meecte and provoke him to runne
away. They will also leape into Rivers and swimmec
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Basilisk. It is produced in the province of Cyrene,
being not more than twelve fingers in length, It has a
white spot on the head, strongly resembling a sort of
diadem. When it hisses, all the other serpents fly from
it: and it does not advance its body, like the others, by
a succession of folds, but moves along upright and crect
upon the middle. It destroys all shrubs, not only by
its contact, but even those that it has breathed upon ;
it burns up all the grass too, and breaks the stones, so
tremendous is its noxious influence. It was formerly a
general belief that if a man on horseback killed one of
these animals with a spear, the poison would run up
the weapon and kill, not only the rider, but the horse
as well. To this dreadful monster the effluvium of the
weasel is fatal, a thing which has been tried with success,
for kings have often desired to see its body when killed ;
so true is it that it has pleased Nature that there should
be nothing without its antidote. The animal is thrown
into the hole of the basilisk, which is easily known from
the soil around it being infected. The weasel destroys
the basilisk by its odour, but dies itself in this struggle
of nature against its own self.”
Du Bartas says :—
“ What shield of Ajax could avoid their death
By th’ Basilisk whose pestilentiall breath

Doth pearce firm Marble, and whose banefull eye
Wounds with a glance, so that the wounded dye.”

The origin of the Cockatrice is, to say the least,
peculiar :—“ There is some question amongest Writers,
about the generation of this Serpent: for some, (and
those very many and learned,) affirme him to be brought
forth of a Cockes egge. For they say that when a
Cocke groweth old, he layeth a certaine egge without
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“ Sweet are the uses of adversity ;
Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous,
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head.”
(As You Like It, Act ii. sc. 1.)

Pliny says of these animals :—‘* Authors quite vie with
one another in relating marvellous stories about them ;
such, for instance, as that if they are brought into the
midst of a concourse of people, silence will instantly
prevail ; as also that, by throwing into boiling water,
a small bone that is found in their right side, the vessel
will immediately cool, and the water refuse to boil again
until it has been removed. This bone, they say, may
be found by exposing a dead toad to ants, and letting
them eat away the flesh; after which the bones must be
put into the vessel one by one.

“On the other hand, again, in the left side of this
reptile there is another bone, they say, which, when
thrown into water, has all the appearance of making
it boil, and the name given to which is ‘apocynon’
(averting dogs). This bone it is said has the property
of assuaging the fury of dogs, and, if put in the drink,
of conciliating love, and ending discord and strife.
Worn, too, as an amulet, it acts as an aphrodisiac, we
are told.”

Topsell writes so diffusely on the virtues of these
“toad stones” that I can only afford space for a portion
of his remarks :—* There be many late Writers, which
doe affirme that there is a precious stone in the head of
a Toade, whose opinions (because they attribute much
to the vertue of this stone) is good to examine in this
place. . . . There be many that weare these stones in
Ringes, beeing verily perswaded that they keepe them
from all manner of grypings and paines of the belly, and
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THE LeECH.

The Leech has, from a very early age, been used as
a means of letting blood; but, among the old Romans,
it had medicinal uses such as we know not of now. It
was used as a hair dye. Pliny gives two receipts for
making it, and it must have been powerful stuff, if we
can believe his authority :—‘ Leeches left to putrify for
forty days in red wine, stain the hair black. Others,
again, recommend one sextarius of leeches to be left to
putrefy the same number of days in a leaden vessel,
with two sextarii of vinegar, the hair to be well rubbed
with the mixture in the sun. According to Sornatius
this preparation is, naturally, so penetrating, that if
females, when they apply it, do not take the precaution
of keeping some oil in the mouth, the teeth, even, will
become blackened thereby.”

Olaus Magnus gives us the accompanying picture of the
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luxurious man in his arm-chair by the river-side, catch-
ing his own leeches, and suffering from gnats; and also
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The Bees infested drunkards, being drawn to them
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by the smell of the liquor with which they had soaked
their bodies, and stung them.

Tue HornET.

So also, up North, they scem to have had a special






























INDEX.

those whose touch cures the
sting of serpents, 10 ; saliva
cures ditlo, 10; lesting the
Jidelity of wives by means of
serpents, 11 ; possessing both
sexes, 113 families of en-
chanlers, 11 ; with the power
of fascination in thetr eyes,
12 ; with two pupils in each
eye, 12 5 whose bodies will not
sink in waler, 12 5 whose per-
spiration causes consumption,
12 ; the glance of women with
double pupils in their eyes is
noxious, 12 ; Indians never
expeclorate, and are subject o
no pains, 135 Men cight feet
high, 13,16 ; with feet turned
backwards, and eight toes, 14 ;
with headsof dogs,14 ; Women
only pregnant once in their
ltves, 14, 16 ; Men with one
leg, 14, 20 ; whose feet shade
them from the sun, 14, 20;
without necks, and eyes in
thetr shoulders, 14, 19 ; large
and small feet, 15 5 with holes
in their faces instead of nos-
trils, and flexible feet, 15 ;
with no mouths, who substst
by smell, 15 ; who live 400
years, 15 ; living on vipers,
16 ; with no shadow, 16 ; live
f0 130 yearsand never seem
to get old, 16 5 who live 200
years, 16 ; do not live over
40 years, 16 ; who live on
locusts, 16 5 Women bear chil-
dren at seven years of age,
16 3 Women conceive at five
years of age and die in their
eighth year, 17; Men wilh
ears which cover thetr bodies,
17 ;3 twelve feet high, 17 ; live
on baboor’s milk, 17 ; green
and yellow, 18 ; Men cating
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cack other, 18 ; without eyes
or nose, 19 5 wilk mouths in
their shoulders, 19 ; cover
thei? faces with their lips, 19 ;
Duwarfs with no mouth, 19 ;
with ears to their shoulders,
19 ; with horses fect, 19 ; go
on all fours, 19 5 go on their
knees, 19 5 live by the smell of
wild apples, 19 ; covered with
Jeathers, 20; Elephant-headed
men, 20 5 feed on serpents and
lizards, 21 ; Amazons, 23, 24,
25, 26 ; Pygmies, 26 ; their
height, 28 5 Early wmen, 38 ;
their skulls, 38; the Stone
Age, 38; Bronze and Iron
Ages, 39; Paleolithic re-
mains in caves, 39 ; the Lake
men, 39; early mention of
them, 39; thetr jood, 41 ;
Ciichen middens, 41 ; their

wide range, 41 ; Shell-fish
widdens in Tierra del Fuego,
42, 43 ; Danish middens,
44 ;5 Wild men, 41 5 Ancient
Britons, 46, 47 3 Hairy men,
47, 49, 50, 51; Julia Pas-
trana, 47 ; Puella pilosa of
Aldrovandus, 47, 48 ; Hairy
people at Ava, 49, 50; the
Ainos of Fapan, 50,51; Moon
Woman, 180.

Menippus, 74, 75, 76, 152.

Menismini, who live on baboor’s
milk, 17.

Mentor, 158,

Mercuriall, 3zo0.

Mermen and Mermaids, 209,
210, 211, 212, 213, 214.

Meryx, the, 253.

Midas, 58.

Milo, Titus Annius, 251.

Milroy, General, 3o.

Milton, 8, 218.

Mimick Dog, the, 150, 151.
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TANTALUS apples, 75.

Tauron, 15.

Tavernier, 191.

Tennent, Sir J. E., 213.

Teiifelwal, the. See 770! Whale,

Thenestus, 163.

Theophrastus, 106, 118, r19.

Thibii, @ £7ibe having two pupils
0 cack eye, 12.

Thos, the, 71.

Thresher-Whale, the, See Orca.

Tiles, shower of baked, 251.

Toad, the, 326, 327, 328.

Topazos, a beauntiful stone, 21,
22.

Topsell, Edward, 53, 55, 66,
74, 83, 91, 92, 94, 97, 99,
104, 127, 131, 145, 146,
154, 163, 270, 278, 282,
288, 289, 291, 302, 306,
308, 312, 313, 317, 325,
326, 327, 331.

Tortoise, the, 161.

Traconyt, a beautiful stone, 21.

Tragi. See Sponges.

Tranquillus, 147.

Trebius, the, 252.

Trebius Niger, 254, 264, 266.

Triballi, a fride having the
power of fascination with
thetr eyes, 12.

Triorchis, the, @ kawk, 7o.

Trispithami, @ race three spans
kigh, 27.

Trithemius, 144.

Tritons, 635, 210,

Trochilus, the, 70, 201, 202.

Troglodyte, dwellers in caves,
14 5 their swiftness, 17 ; their
remains, 20 ; feed on serpents
and lizards, 21; their com-
merce, 22.

Trol Whale, the, 217.

Trygon, the. See Sting-ray.
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Turtles, forned, 23.
Turtle-dove, the, jo.

Tytiri, a name for Satyrs, 56.
Tzetzes, 93.

v.

UNICORN, the, 74, 87, 88, 89,
99, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96,
97. See also Rhinoceros,

Urchin, the, 128.

V.

VALENTYN, 213

Varinus, 64.

Varro, 10.

Versipellis, See Were Wolves.

Vespasian, 151.

Vielfras, the.  See Gulo.

Villanonanus, Arnoldus, 287.

Vipers, flesh of, causing lon-
gevity, 16.

Virgil, 140.

Vishnu, 209.

Volateran, 282.

w.

WALLACE, A. R,, 52.

Walrus, the, 235, 236, 237,
238,

Wantley, Dragon of.
Dragons.

Wasp, the, 70.

Weasel, the, 68, 70, 163.

Webbe, Edward, z50.

Webber, Romance of Natural
History, 30.

Were Wolves, 140, 1471, 142,
143, 144.

Whale, the, 214, 215, 216, 217,
218, 219, 220, 221, 222,
223, 224, 225, 226, 227.

Whale, t4e hairy, 226.

Whaup, the. Sece Lapwing.
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