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PREFACE

OWING to the great volume of existing literature on the subject, it may seem an
unnecessary waste of time and energy to offer the following work to the public; a few
words of explanation, therefore, may not be out of place here.

A number of years ago, when | was making a comparative study of mythology and
folklore | began to collect notes, which gradually grew to such an extent that | felt
myself justified in curtailing the mass of material and rearranging the whole in the form
of a short dictionary. It would have been an easy task to enlarge this book to at least
four times its present size, but | purposely restricted myself to what, in my opinion, was
absolutely essential and at the same time most trustworthy.

As the book is primarily intended as a reliable guide for serious students of mytholo-
gy and folklore, | have given under every heading the country or countries where the
superstition is prevalent and the authorities with the pages of the works where it is to
be found; wherever no localities are given, it is to be understood as pertaining to Great
Britain, unless the book referred to deals with one particular country or province. | have
deviated from the course mentioned above when either the subject is too well known,
or when the superstitions were collected by myself and no printed work on the subject
was available. To further facilitate references, | have given at the end of the lexico-
graphical part, a complete bibliography of the works chiefly made use of in the compila-
tion of this book. | have included only those British, French, German, Bohemian and
Indian superstitions which | could actually verify on the spot; owing however to my
ignorance of the Czech language, | was forced to avail myself of the kind services of a
friend who helped my in my task.

A complete understanding of the gradual development of the human mind can be
arrived at only by means of a study of the superstitions of the various nations. It is a
well-known fact, that the more advanced a nation is, the less superstitious are the peo-
ple. The moment anything can be logically answered, superstition comes to an end; but
as long as we cannot understand the causes and effects, we are groping in the dark,
and our imagination is given full play. It is also a well-known fact that advancement
influences our imagination to a very great extent. There are several very important fac-
tors in the making of superstitions, the foremost of which is our environment. We can
dream our day-dreams amidst green fields with the birds singing above us, or beside
the rippling stream under the clear moonlit sky, but it would be difficult, if not impossi-
ble, to indulge ourselves in those same dreams amidst the noise and bustle of a busy
city life, or while rushing through the Continent of Europe in the wagon-lit of the Nord
Express. Every man is born primitive, but the conditions of his living tend to form his
ideas. A villager living his primitive semi-savage life is naturally more prone to be imagi-
native than his town-bred cousin; hence imagination is to be found more in villages
than in towns, more amongst savages than among civilized races—and in Imagination
is the seed of Superstition. Imagination combined with Ignorance is Superstition full-
born.
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Superstition may be defined subjectively as the disposition or tendency to ascribe
phenomena which admit of natural explanation to occult or supernatural causes; or
objectively, it is any system of religious belief or practice which manifests such a ten-
dency. Superstition is excessive belief or credulity; it arises from the encroachment of
faith on the rights of reason and knowledge, and is applied in popular usage to various
forms of polytheism. It is an unreasonable belief in things or phenomena which,
although owing their origin to perfectly natural and logical causes, are attributed to
some supernatural force or power, or again, the natural results of these are distorted by
popular imagination into something fantastic. Thus for example, in the Middle Ages,
when science was in its infancy, the violent wind was supposed to have been caused
by Wodan and his spectral followers, riders and hounds in full chase, rushing through
the woods, or athwart the sky, in quest of some poor human soul; the French have their
prototype in the Grand Veneur riding in the forests of Fontainebleau, and we in our leg-
end of Herne the Hunter haunting the ancient oak tree in Windsor Forest. “Superstition
would seem to be simply cowardice in regard to the supernatural. The superstitious
man is one who will wash his hands at a fountain, sprinkle himself at a temple font, put
a bit of laurel-leaf into his mouth, and so go about for the day. If a weasel run across
his path, he will not pursue his walk until someone else has traversed the road, or until
he has thrown three stones across it. When he sees a serpent in his house, if it be the
red snake, he will invoke Sabazius; if the sacred snake, he will straightaway place a
shrine on the spot. He will pour oil from his flask on the smooth stones at the cross-
roads as he goes by, and will fall on his knees and worship them before he departs. If a
mouse gnaws through a meal-bag, he will go to the expounder of the sacred law and
ask what is to be done. . . . He will not tread upon a tombstone, or come near a dead
body or a woman defiled by childbirth, saying that it is expedient for him not to be pol-
luted. Also on the fourth and seventh days of each month he will order his servants to
mull wine, and will go out and buy myrtle wreaths, frankincense, convolvuluses.”
[THEOPHRASTUS: The Characters, translated by R. C. Jebb (1870) xxvii.]

Every natural thing our forefathers could not understand was attributed, as it is attrib-
uted to-day by the savage races, to some good or evil spirits; diseases were caused by
malicious demons, ill-disposed fairies or malignant witches; shipwrecks were the direct
acts of Nixes or Water-demons; anaemia was caused by those horrible monsters, vam-
pires, sucking the patient’s blood; the eclipse of the sun and the moon was the result of
their being devoured by some bloodthirsty and revengeful demons, such, as Rahu or
Ketu; werewolves, or men who by means of black arts transformed themselves into
beasts of prey, devastated the land. An eminent author relates how, during an eclipse,
he heard a French peasant exclaim with deep anguish: “Mon Dieu! Qu’elle est souf-
frante!” and as an explanation pointed to the almost totally obscured moon. The Rev.
Mr. S. Baring Gould found it impossible to find anyone to guide him through a certain
wood in France, for fear of the “Loup-garou.”

As an example of what superstitions lead to we need only mention the awful days of
the Hexenverfolgungen and Hexenprozessen when hundreds, nay even thousands, of
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innocent human beings were burnt at the stake on the mere supposition of being witch-
es: as witness whereof the trial and condemnation of the famous Lancashire Witches.
With the advancement of culture and civilization, these superstitions have happily van-
ished; but it would be safe to assert that no matter how advanced the people are, there
is not one nation in the world which is entirely free from superstitions of every kind. We,
living in civilized Europe, cannot understand the mentality of the Zulus in employing
“witch-doctors” to “smell out” culprits, or of the Hindus in prostrating themselves before
a hideous idol and praying for riches or the recovery of stolen goods, yet very few of us
would willingly walk under a ladder, or make up a party of thirteen at the dinner table.
The origin of most of our modern superstitions is lost in antiquity. Dr. Adolf Lehmann in
his admirable book, Aberglaube und Zauberei has discussed this question of the evolu-
tion of superstitions at great length; it is therefore, unnecessary for me to go into the
matter any further, or to give any explanation as to their origin. | have contented myself
with a simple list of these superstitions with their different variations in different coun-
tries as they exist at the present day.

With regard to Oriental words and names, | have not restricted myself to any definite
system of transcription, and have been guided only by the pronunciation. The various
superstitions connected with folk-medicine have been sparingly dealt with, as my own
Ethnologie du Bengale, BLACK, Folk Medicine and HOVORKA AND KRONFELD,
Vergleichende Volksmedizin give sufficient information.

It remains for me now to acknowledge my indebtedness particularly to the following
works, from which | have freely borrowed: Sir James G. Frazer, The Golden Bough; E.
Tylor, Primitive Culture; Dr. Brewer, Reader’s Handbook; J. Dowson, Hindu Classical
Dictionary; Dr. A. Wuttke, Der deutsche Volksaberglaube der Gegenwart; L.
Strackerjan, Aberglauben und Sagen aus dem Herzogtum Oldenburg; Dr. A. Lehmann,
Aberglaube und Zauberei; Fanny D. Bergen, Current Superstitions, Berenger-Féraud,
Superstitions et survivances etudiées au point de vue de leur origine et de leur trans-
formations; and Brand, Observations on the Popular Antiquities of Great Britain. Since
completing my MS. it has been my good fortune to come across Lean’s Collectanea by
Mr. V. S. Lean; unfortunately, therefore, | could not make as much use of this vast trea-
surehouse of research and information relating to folklore as | would have liked. | must
also not forget to tender my thanks to the various friends at home and abroad who
have helped me with valuable contributions and advice.

Last, but not least, my best thanks are due to my wife for her untiring help in the
arduous task of collecting, selecting and arranging the material.
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Should this book be of some little service to serious students whose criticism alone |
value, | shall be amply rewarded for the amount of time and labour | have spent there-
on. It has been a labour of love for me, and incomplete though it may be, | send it forth
to the world to earn as much appreciation for itself as it is worth.

BIREN BONNERJEA.
Paris,
March, 1927.
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A
Aalu: This was the name by which the Egyptian Elysium was designated.

Aasgaardsreia: “Aasgard’s Chase”; a frequent appellation of the Wild Hunt (q.v.) of
Northern mythology.

Abaris: Gr. Myth. It was Abaris to whom Apollo (g.v.) gave a golden arrow on which to
ride through the air.

Abhac: It is the Irish cognate of an Afanc (q.v.).

Abhaswaras : Hindu Myth. A class of deities, sixty-four in number, of whose nature little
is known. (DOWSON, H.C.D.)

Abraxas: A stone with the word Abraxas engraved on it is said to be a famous talisman.
The word symbolizes the 365 intelligences between deity and man.

Acacia: Acacia-wood was held in ancient times to be the “Wood of Life.” According to
Kercher, it was sacred to the sun god of Egypt.

Academus: Gr. Myth. A hero of Attica. He told Castor and Pollux where Theseus had
hidden Helen.
He is sometimes identified with Cadmus (q.v.).

Acca Laruntia: According to a legend, she was the wife of Faustulius. She saved
Remus and Romulus exposed on a hill and brought them up. These children after-
wards founded the city of Rome.

Accidental upsetting of a cup: In Japan if a cup of medicine destined for a sick person
be accidentally upset, it is a sure sign of his speedy recovery. (GRIFFIS, M.E., P. 467.)

Acco: Gr. Myth. A class of beings belonging to the same species as Lamia (q.v.).

Acephali: A fabulous race of people, reported by ancient writers to have had no heads.
cf. Blemmyoe, A-Siras.

Achaeus: Gr. Myth. Brother of lon, nephew of Helen, ancestor of the Achaeans.
Achelous: Gr. Myth. God of the river bearing this name, and father of the Sirens (q.v.).

Acheri: Indian Folklore. They are the ghosts of little girls, who live on the tops of moun-
tains, but descend at night to hold their revels in more convenient places (CROOKE,
P.R.l., Vol. |, P. 263; TRAILL, Asiatic Researches, XVI, PP. 137 seq.; N.L.LN.Q., Vol. Il, P.
27; Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 99).
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Acheron: The “River of Grief”; one of the four rivers of Hell. Hell itself is sometimes
designated by this name. The name is taken from the Greek xxxx xxx meaning “I flow
with grief.”

“Et I'avare Achéron ne lache point sa proie.”

—Racine.

Achilles: Gr. Myth. Son of Thetis and Peleus, the most famous Grecian hero of the
lliad. In the siege of Troy he killed Hector, and was himself mortally wounded by a poi-
soned arrow shot by Paris. In his infancy he was dipped in the river Styx by his mother,
so that he became invulnerable; his only vulnerable part was his heel. He was brought
up by the centaur Chiron. Achilles disguised as a woman lived with the daughters of
Lycomede but was discovered by Ulysses. The lance of Achilles cured all wounds that
were caused by it.

Achilles’ Horses: The two horses belonging to Achilles possessed the power of human
speech. cf. Arion, Al-Borak, Balaam’s Ass.

Acis: Sicilian Myth. A Sicilian shepherd loved by the Galatea (q.v.). The monster
Polypheme, a Cyclops, was his rival and crushed him with a huge rock. The blood of
Acis was changed into a river which bears the same name and flows at the foot of Mt.
Etna (DR. BREWER, R.H., P. 5.)

Acorn: To dream that you are eating an acorn indicates that you will gradually rise to
riches and honour. Vide Sweet-flag.

Acrisius: A fabulous king of Argos, father of Danaus. He was accidentally killed by a
disc thrown by Perseus his grandson.

Acteon: Gr. Myth. A hunter who surprised Diana in her bath. The goddess was enraged
and changed him into a deer; in this form he was devoured by his own hounds.

Adad: Babyl. Myth. He is an ancient god who personifies winter storms. He is depicted
as armed with a thunderbolt and lightning; he has many other names.

Adamida: A planet on which reside the unborn spirits of saints, martyrs and believers
(KLOPSTOCK).

Adder : The bite of an adder can be cured by an ointment made from its liver (LEAN,
Vol. Il, P. 485).

It is said in fable that the adder, in order to prevent hearing the voice of a charmer, lays
one ear on the ground and sticks its tail into the other.

Address: Vide Change of Address.
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Aderyn y Corph: In Welsh folk-lore it is a kind of supernatural bird which appears as a
foreteller of death. Vide Death Warnings, etc.

Adhyatman: Hind. Myth. The supreme spirit; the soul of the universe (DOWSON,
H.C.D., P. 2).

Admete: Gr. Myth. Founder and king of Pheres in Thessaly, and one of the Argonauts.
He was husband of Alceste (q.v.) whom he offered as a sacrifice in order to prolong his
own life. Apollo guarded his troops.

Adolf: He was bishop of Cologne; he is popularly believed to have been devoured
either by mice or by rats in A.D. 1112. cf. Hatto, Freiherr von Guttingen, Widerolf,
Graaf.

Adona: A seraph who was the first of the twelve martyrs. Adona was the tutelar spirit of
James.

Adon-Ai: He was the spirit of love and beauty.

Adonis: Class. Myth. A beautiful youth beloved by Aphrodite. He was born of a myrrh
tree. In the flush of his youth, he was slain by a wild boar. After his death, he was
changed into an anemone by Venus.

Adultery: Many of the indigenous tribes of Sarawak are firmly persuaded that were their
wives to commit adultery while their husbands are searching for camphor in the jungle,
the camphor obtained by the men would evaporate (FRAZER, G.B., Vol. |, p. 29).
Among the inhabitants of the hills near Rajmahal, Bengal, it is believed that adultery
undetected and unexpiated will cause epidemics in the villages. (FRAZER, Psyche’s
Task, 2nd Ed., P. 45).

Aédon: Gr. Myth. A queen of Thebes who killed her own son by mistake. Zeus relieved
her grief by turning her into a nightingale.

AEgeon: Gr. Myth. A huge monster with one hundred arms and fifty heads who, with
his brothers Cothus and Gyges, conquered the Titans by hurling at them three hundred
rocks at once.

AEgeus: Gr. Myth. The father of Theseus, who, in grief at the supposed loss of his son,
threw himself into the sea, which was named AEgean Sea after him.

AEgina: Gr. Myth. A daughter of the river-god Asopus. Zeus in the form of an eagle car-
ried her off to an island which bears her name.

AEgir: In old Norse mythology this was the name of a water-demon. Vide Ran.
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AEgisthus: Gr. Myth. Son of Thyestus and Palopea. He killed Agamemnon, after having
seduced his wife Clytemnestra.

AEgle: Gr. Myth. One of the Hesperides.

AEgyptus: Gr. Myth. A son of Balus, twin brother of Danaus and king of Libya, who
conquered and gave his name to Egypt.

Aello : Gr. Myth. One of the Harpies (qg.v.).

AEolus: Class. Myth. The happy ruler of the AEolian Isles, who had dominion over the
winds.

AEsculapius: Rom. Myth. The god of medicine.

AEsir: Teut. Myth. The chief gods of the Teutonic pantheon. With the AEsir were associ-
ated the Asynjur or goddesses, of whom there were eighteen.

Aesma: In Persian mythology this is a clearly defined, outrageous and assaulting
demon, whose name has been thought to be reflected as Asmodaeus in the Book of
Tobit. (D.R.E., Vol. IV, p. 620.)

AEthra: Gr. Myth. Mother of Theseus.

Afanc: In Wales an Afanc is regarded as a kind of crocodile, but it was originally, in the
opinion of Sir John Rhys, a kind of monster in human form, as is suggested by the Irish
cognate Abhac. (D.R.E., Vol. IV, p. 576.)

Afrit: In Arabic demonology Afrit is the chief of the demons. The word in Arabic simply
means a “demon.”

Afterbirth: If dogs eat of the afterbirth of mares, they will go mad. (STRACKERJAN,
Vol. |, P. 49; See PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol. II. P. 221 et seq.).

Agamemnon: Son of Atreus, brother of Menelaus, husband of Clytemnestra by whom
he was slain with the help of AEgisthus.

Agate: Agate quenches thirst, if kept in the mouth; it also has the power of allaying
fever. It is supposed to render the wearer invisible ; it turns the swords of foes against
themselves.

The agate is the emblem of health and long life and is dedicated to June.

In the Zodiac it stands for Scorpio. cf. Alectoria.

Agatha, St.: She protects from fire (q.v.).
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Agdistis: Gr. Myth. The Great Mother was so called at her reputedly original shrine at
Pessinus from the rock Agdus on Mt. Dindimus.

Age: One should never tell his age to others, lest he die. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P.
49.)

To ascertain a girl’s age, pull a hair from her bead, tie a ring to it and hang this inside a
tumbler or a goblet in such a manner that it does not touch the sides of the glass; the
ring will begin to oscillate and will strike the sides as many times as the number of
years the girl’s exact age is. (Parts of Gt. Britain).

Aghasura: Hind. Myth. An Asura (g.v.) who was Kansa’s general. He assumed the form
of a vast serpent, and Krishna’s companions, the cowherds, entered its mouth, mistak-
ing it for a mountain cavern; Krishna rescued them. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 6).

Aglaia: Class. Myth. One of the three Graces (q.v.).

Agni: “Fire.” One of the most ancient and sacred objects of Hindu worship. It appears in
three phases—in heaven as the sun, in mid-air as lightning and on earth as ordinary
fire. (DOWSON, H.C.D, p. 6.)

(i) The most important of the Vedic gods; originally the god of the altar fire, he yet rep-
resents a trinity in which to earthly fire are joined the lightning and the sun. He is the
mediator between gods and men. He is represented as red and with two faces.

Ague: The two patron saints for this disease are: St. Pernel and St. Petronella. Vide
lliad, Spider. (Various remedies are given in Lean’s Collectanea, Vol. Il, Pt. ii, PP. 483
et seq.)

Ahasverus: A legendary personage better known by the name of the Wandering Jew
(q.v.).

Ahi: Hindu Myth. A serpent. A name of Vritra, the Vedic demon of drought (DOWSON,
H.C.D,, p. 9).

Ahlmakoh: In the Vancouver Islands this is a kind of demoniac wood-spirit. He plays an
important part in the ritual as an amulet-dispenser. His nasal mucus is valued as an
amulet for invulnerability.

Ahnfrau: In German superstition she is an ancestress of some noble family, whose spir-
it appears to give warning of an approaching disaster or death. cf. White Lady,
Melusine, Bertha, Death Warnings.

Ahriman: In Zoroastrianism he is the spirit of evil. He stands at the head of the host of

evil spirits; he is the prince of darkness personified and is malevolent in the extreme.
He was the Evil Principle or Being of the ancient Persians.
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Ahura-Mazdas: Vide Ormazd.

Airavat: Hind. Myth. A fine elephant. An elephant produced at the churning of the ocean
and appropriated by the god Indra (q.v.)

Airi: Indian Folklore. The ghost of someone who was killed in hunting. “Those who see
Airi face to face are burnt up by the flash of his eye, or are torn to pieces by his dogs,
or have their livers extracted and eaten by the fairies who accompany him.” (CROOKE,
P.R.l., Vol. |, p. 262; Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 100). cf. Wild Huntsman.

Ajagava: Hindu Myth. The primitive bow of Siva (g.v.), which fell from heaven at the
birth of Prithu. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 10.)

Ajax: Gr. Myth. The names of two heroes of the Trojan war, which has remained syn-
onymous with impetuous warriors.

Akhkhazu: “The Seizer.” In Babylonian superstition it was an evil spirit, who had the
power of securing his victim under his control. cf. Labasu.

Akratos: Gr. Myth. It was the potent spirit of the unmixed wine.

Akupara: Hind. Myth. The tortoise or turtle on which the earth rests. (DOWSON,
H.C.D., p. 10.)
Vide Earthquake.

Akuti: Hindu Myth. The daughter of Manu, who was given to the patriarch Ruchi. She
bore twins, Yajha and Dakshina, who became husband and wife and had twelve sons,
the deities called Yamas (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 10).

Aladin’s Wonderful Lamp: ‘Ala-ud-Din (Aladin), the son of a poor tailor, obtains a certain
lamp. Every time this lamp is rubbed, a jinn (q.v.) appears and executes all his com-
mands. Aladin becomes a rich man, but the lamp is afterwards obtained by a trick by a
magician. After a series of adventures, Aladin succeeds in killing the magician and
recovering his lamp. (BURTON, Alif laila wa laila.)

Alasnam’s Mirror: This mirror remained unsullied when it reflected a chaste and pure-
minded woman, but became dim when the woman reflected on it was faithless, wanton
and light. cf. Florimel’s Girdle, etc.

Al-A'war: A son of Iblis, a jinn (g.v.), who encourages debauchery. (Jew. Enc. Vol. IV, P.
521.)

Albatross: In sailors’ superstition, this bird is supposed to cause the wind to blow; if this
bird be killed, some terrible disaster will happen to the ship. (BASSETT, p. 128.)
“And | had done a hellish thing,
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And it would work ‘em woe:

For all averred | had killed the bird

That made the breeze to blow.

Ah wretch! said they, the bird to slay,

That made the breeze to blow.”
—COLERIDGE: The Ancient Mariner, II, 3.
Vide Petrel.

Al Borak: This is the name of the animal which conveyed Mahomet to the seventh
heaven. He not only spoke good Arabic, but had also a human face. He was brought
by Gabriel. His other peculiarities were: he had the cheeks of a horse and the wings of
an eagle. cf. Balaam’s Ass, Arion, Achilles’ Horses.

Alceste: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Pellias and wife of Admete (q.v.). After her death
Hercules entered the infernal regions to bring her back to earth again.

Alceus: Gr. Myth. Son of Perseus, grandfather of Hercules.

Alcide: Gr. Myth. Grandson of Alceus. Surname of Hercules and his descendants.
Alcmaeon: Gr. Myth. A son of Amphiraus, leader of the Epigoni against Thebes. He was
driven mad by the Erinyes for killing his mother Eriphyle (g.v.). He was slain by a son of
Phegeus.

Alcmene: Gr. Myth. The wife of Amphitryon and mother of Herakles (Hercules) by Zeus.

Alcyon: A fabulous bird which was supposed to build its nest on the calm waters of the
sea. It was regarded as a bird of good omen. (Petit Larousse illustre, P. 26.)

Alcyone: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Eolus, wife of the King of Trachis. She and her husband
were changed into alcyons.

Alectoria: It is a stone extracted from a capon. It is said to render the wearer invisible,
to allay thirst, to antidote enchantment and to ensure love. cf. Agate.

Alecto: Gr. Myth. One of the three Erinnys or Furies.
Alectryon: Gr. Myth. A youth sent by Mars to guard against surprise. He fell asleep, and
Apollo surprised Mars and Venus in each other’s arms. Mars, in anger, changed

Alectryon into a cock.

Alexandrite: A species of beryl found in Siberia; it shows the Russian imperial colours--
red and green--and is named from the Emperor Alexander of Russia.

Allatu: In Babylonian mythology this is the name of the wife of Nergal (g.v.). Vide Aralu.
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Aloka-nanda: One of the four branches of the river Ganges, which flows south of the
country of Bharata. This is said by the Vaishnavas to be the terrestrial Ganga, which
Siva received upon his head. (DOWSON, H. C. D, p. Il.)

Alpe: In Germany the Mara (q.v.) is usually designated by this name.

Alphito: In Classical mythology these were beings which belonged to the same class as
the Lamia (q.v.).

Al Ragim: In the Qor’an (Sura xviii) this is a name connected with the legend of the
Seven Sleepers; it usually refers to their dog, now in Paradise and in charge of letters
and correspondence.

Alraune: It is a kind of Kobold who brings gold through the chimneys. (East Friesland,
Oldenburg, WUTTKE, P. 230).

Alrinach: In Eastern mythology it is the demon who causes shipwrecks and presides
over storms and earthquakes. When visible, it is always in the form and dress of a
woman (BASSETT, p. 69). cf. Nixe, Lorelei, Siren, Jal Pari, Bugarik.

Al Sirat: An imaginary bridge between the earth and the Mahometan paradise; it is not
so wide as a spider’s web. Those laden with sin fall over into the abyss below. cf.
Bifrost.

Alsvid: Vide Arvak.

Altar: To dream that you are kneeling at an altar is a bad omen.

Alte: “Old one it is the name of a Teutonic field-spirit in human form.

Alu: In Babylonian superstition this was a demon. The word signifies “the strong one.”
Alukah: The blood-sucker or vampire (q.v.) of Jewish superstition whose two daughters
continually cry: “Give, give.” It is none other than the Ghoul (q.v.) of the Arabs. (WELL-
HAUSEN, Vol. Ill, PP. 135-7).

Alwantin: In the Deccan it is the spirit of a pregnant woman, one dying on the day of
childbirth or within the puerperal pollution. (JACKSON, F.L.N., Vol. Il, P. 55.)

Amalthea: Class. Myth. The goat which nourished Jupiter. One of her horns became
the horn of abundance.

Amara-Kantaka: “Peak of the Immortals”; it is a place of pilgrimage in the table-land
east of the Vindhyas. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. Il.)
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Amarum: Among the Quichas of Equador this is one of the most formidable demons
known; it is of the form of a huge water-boa. It is the father of witchcraft, and the souls
of sorcerers are said to take up their abode in these monsters. (KARSTEN, Indian
Tribes of Equador, P. 70.)

Amatongo: A Zulu generic name for the ghost-folk (CALLAWAY; HAGGARD, Nada the
Lily, pp. 60, 99, 113, 217, etc.)

Amazons: Gr. Myth. A race of female warriors, generally supposed to have inhabited
the coasts of the river Thermedon, in Cappadocia, with whom the Greeks repeatedly
warred. They were said to expose their male children and to burn (or cut off) their right
breasts. The most famous queens of the Amazons were: ANTIOPE who attacked
Theseus and was vanquished by him; PENTHESILEA who was killed by Achilles;
THOMYRIS who caused the death of Cyrus; and THALESTRIS who encountered
Alexander.

Amber: It is said to be a concretion of birds’ tears. The birds which wept amber were
the sisters of Meleager, called Meleagrides, who never ceased weeping for their broth-
er’s death.

Amber is a cure for sore throats and all glandular swellings.

Ambergris: It is said to be the petrification of some interior part of the whale. (BAS-
SETT, P. 240, quoting O’Reilly.)

Ambondrombe: The Hovas of Madasgascar believe that the ghosts of men and beasts
live on this great mountain, and occasionally walk among the tombs and execution
places (q.v.) of criminals.

Amchi-malghen: It is the guardian-nymph of the Chilians. (MOLINA, Chili, Vol. Il, p. 86.)

Amenti: Egypt. Myth. The region of the dead; it is the subterranean realm, whither the
sun descends. The soul entering Amenti was conducted by Anubis (g.v.), was judged
by the forty-two judges, and was then passed on to Aalu (or Elysium), or tortured
according to its due. It corresponded to the Greek Hades or the Hebrew Sheol.

Amethyst: The amethyst is an emblem of humility and sobriety. It is dedicated to
January and Venus. In the Zodiac it stands for Sagittarius; in metallurgy, for copper; in
Christian Art it is given to St. Matthew, and in the Roman Catholic Church it is set in the
pastoral rings of the bishops; whence it is called “Prelate’s gem.”

Amethyst banishes a desire for drink and promotes chastity. The Greeks thought that it
counteracted the effects of wine.

Amon: Egypt. Myth. Originally a local deity, and later one of the chief deities of the
Egyptian pantheon; subsequently, he was called by the name of Amon-Ra (q.v.).

Page 14



Amon-Ra: Egypt. Myth. He was called “the father of the gods, the fashioner of men, the
creator of cattle, the lord of all being, etc.” He is represented as a man wearing on his
head a disc, surmounted by two tall ostrich plumes. His wife was Mut, and Chunsu was
his son. The ruins of Carnac are the remains of his great Theban temple.

Amphiaraus: Gr. Myth. A hero and seer of Argos, who took part, among others, in the
Expedition of the Seven against Thebes. He was worshipped as a god at Orpus.

Amphion: Gr. Myth. Son of Zeus and Antiope; twin of Zethu-s, and husband of Niobe.
Amphitrite: Class. Myth. One of the Nereids (q.v.); wife of Poseidon (qg.v.).

Amphitryon: Class. Myth. Zeus takes the form of Amphitryon and visits Alcmene, his
wife, entertains her with a feast and becomes the father of Hercules.

Amset: Egypt. Myth. He was the man-headed genius of Amenti. He was associated
with the North.

Amulets: In India all kinds of diseases are superstitiously believed to be cured by wear-
ing different kinds of amulets. (See advertisements in the daily, weekly or monthly
papers of Calcutta, Bombay, etc.)

Anadyomene: Gr. Myth. An epithet of Aphrodite, alluding to the legend of her rising out
of the sea at birth.

Anaemia: It is believed to be caused by vampires (qg.v.) sucking the blood of the living.
(FOSTER, Observations during a Voyage round the World, P. 543; Enc. Brit., Vol. VIII,
p. 6; SKEAT, Malay Magic, PP. 326 et seq., RHYS, Celtic Folklore, p. 673;
ENNEMOSER, History of Magic, Vol. Il, pp. 185, 480; KRAUSS in Mitteil. d. anthrop.
Gesell. zu Wien, Vol. XVIII. P. 183).

Anafielas: In Lithuanian legend it was a high, steep mountain, up which all souls of the
dead had to clamber; claws of bears and lynxes were therefore burnt with the bodies to
help the deceased in this arduous task.

Anaka-dundubhi: “Drums”; a name of Vasu-deva who was so called, because the
drums of heaven resounded at his birth. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 14.)

Ananga: “The bodyless”; it is a name of Kama, god of love.
Ananta: “The infinite”; it is a name of the serpent Sesha. (DOWSON, H.C.D.)

Anat: Vide Antum.
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Anchor: If you dream of an anchor, you will, if a man, be a sailor, or if a woman, marry
one.

Andhaka: A demon, son of Kasyapa and Diti, with a thousand arms and heads, two
thousand eyes and feet; he was called Andhaka, because he walked like a blind man,
although he could see very well. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 15.)

Andromache: Wife of Hector. After the fall of Troy, she became a slave of Pyrrhus, son
of Achilles. Her name is symbolic of conjugal love.

Andromeda: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Cepheus and Cassiopeia. By the decree of Zeus,
she was chained to a cliff, to be devoured by a monster. Perseus returning after slaying
Medusa, killed the monster and married her. When Phineus, her betrothed, interfered,
Perseus changed him into a stone by means of the Gorgon’s head. Vide Medusa.

Angdistis: Vide Agdistis.

Angel: Angels in popular belief are the supernatural messengers of God.

Children who like to talk of angels, or are unusually clever, will not live long. (STRACK-
ERJAN, Vol. |, P. 35.)

To dream of seeing an angel is good, to dream of being one yourself is better, but if
you dream you are speaking to one or calling on one, it is of evil significance.

Angerboda: Norse Myth. She was a giantess who, by Loki, was the mother of the wolf
Fenrir (g.v.), the Midgard Serpent (g.v.) and Hel (g.v.), goddess of the dead.

Angling: To dream of angling presages affliction and trouble.
Angus: Celt. Myth. A Gaelic god of love and amorous dalliance. He was son of Dugda,
whom he cheated out of his underground palace. His harp was of so sweet a tone that

whoever heard must follow; his kisses became invisible love-whispering birds.

Anilas: Hindu Myth. A class of deities, forty-nine in number, connected with Anila, the
wind. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 17).

Animal: No animal dies near the sea, except at the ebbing of the tide. (Gt. Britain.)
Animal under Yoke: Vide Stones.

Animisha: “One who does not wink”; a general epithet of all Indian gods. (DOWSON,
H.C.D., p. 17)

Animism : (As the subiect is too vast to be dealt with in a few lines, the reader is
referred to TYLOR: Primitive Culture.)
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Anito: The Irayas and Catalangans of Luzon worship the souls of their ancestors under
the name of Anitos. These are household deities; some of them reside in pots, and
miniature houses standing near the family dwelling are sacred to them. (FRAZER,
G.B., Vol. Il, P. 463.)

Ankle Bones: The ankle bones of a hare are superstitiously believed by the Arabs to be
a powerful weapon against Jinns, Ghouls and even Satan himself. (HASTINGS, Dic
Bib., Vol. IV, p. 603.)

Anne, St.: Vide Riches, Wealth Beslowers.

Annwn: Celt. Myth. The British Hades, represented as a sea-girdled, revolving fortress.
Gwyn was the leader of the dead.

‘Anga: Turkish Folklore. A fabulous bird of enormous size, said to inhabit the Caucasus
range (REDHOUSE, Turkish-English Lexicon, Constantinople, 1890, p. 1325; KUNOS,
T.ET).

He whose head touches the shadow of a flying ‘anga, will wear a crown (ZENKER,
Dictionnaire turc-arabe-persan, Leipzig, 1876, p. 640.).

Ant: When ants are unusually busy, foul weather is at hand (SKEAT, Malay Magic, P.
535).

Ants never sleep. (EMERSON, Nature, Vol. I, P. 53.)

To have an ants’ nest made near your door portends security and riches (LEAN, Vol. Il,
P. 53).

If you dream of ants, you will live in a great town, and be happy, industrious, well-mar-
ried, and have many children.

According to Alexander Ross, the cruel battle between the Venetians and the
Insubrians, as also the one between the Liégeois and the Burgundians, in which
30,000 men were slain, was presignified by combats between two swarms of ants. Vide
Worm.

Anteus : Gr. Myth. A giant, son of Neptune and the Earth, who was killed by Hercules.
Vide Bernardo del Carpio.

Anthony, St.: Cures erysipelas.

Antigone: Gr. Myth. A daughter of OEdipus (q.v.) and Jocosta, typical of faithfulness
and heroism in the Greek ideal of womanhood. She was her father’s guide after he had
torn out his eyes.

Antiope: A Theban princess carried off by Epopeus. She became the mother of
Amphion and Zethus. She was maltreated by Dirce, wife of Lycus, and unknowingly
took refuge with her sons, who were ordered by Dirce to tie her to the horns of a wild
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bull. They, on finding out that she was their mother, treated Dirce herself in the afore-
said manner.

Antum: Babyl. Myth. The consort of Anu.

Anu: Egypt. Myth. A mighty king, the first-born of the gods. (SAYCE, P. 483.)
In Babylonian mythology he is the god of the sky or heavens, and is one of the most
ancient deities. His consort was Antum or Anat.

Anubis: Egypt. Myth. A jackal-god of the necropolis; he is usually regarded as a son of
Isis and Osiris (g.v.); a god of the dead; he guards the dead and superintends their
embalmment and shares with Thoth (g.v.), the office of the conductor of the dead to the
judgment Hall of Amenti, whither he guides them by the hand and where he weighs
their hearts against the Feather of Truth and Right. (WIEDEMANN, Rel. of Ancient
Egyptians, P. 230.)

Anukit: Egypt. Myth. A goddess of Libyan origin, depicted as wearing a feather crown.
She was worshipped in the neighbourhood of Philae.

Annuit: Babyl. Myth. A goddess, who was later identified with Ishtar.

Anunnaki: Babyl. Myth. A group of powerful earth-spirits, genii or demons, who were
servants of gods; on the whole, they were hostile to men. They were closely associated
with the Igigi (q.v.).

Apaosa: In Persian means “Drought”; hence drought personified.

Apepi: Egypt. Myth. The great serpent, who led the onslaught of the demons against
the sun, by whom they were duly overcome; thus symbolizing the struggle of darkness
and light.

Aphrodite: Gr. Myth. The goddess of love and beauty, and of life as expressive of the
cosmic power of love.

Apis: Egypt. Myth. The sacred bull, which was considered as the highest form of animal
life.

Apocatequil: In Peruvian legend he was the first son of the mortal who descended on
earth. He recalled his mother to life, and made an aperture in the earth with a golden
spade, through which the race of the Peruvians emerged and took possession of the
land. (GASKELL, P. 54, quoting Non-Class. Myth., p. 12.)

Apollo: Gr. Myth. One of the most important of the Olympic gods, especially conspicu-
ous as the god of manly youth and beauty, of poetry and music, and of the wisdom of
oracles.
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Apollyon: One of the various names of the Deuvil.
Apoplexy: Vide Fever.

Apparel: If you dream of losing wearing apparel, your character will be injured by
another.

Apparition: An unnatural appearance of a real being; a spectre; a phantom.
“The dominant spirit . . . is the apparition of a figure on horseback without a head.”—W.
IRVING, Sketch Book, IlI.

Apple: If an apple tree blossoms in autumn, it is considered to be a sign of an
approaching marriage. (Lower Saxony, WUTTKE, P. 35.)

If the first apple of a young tree be plucked and eaten by a woman who has borne
many children, the tree will be sure to bear many apples. (Bohemia, GROHMANN, P.
143; FRAZER, G.B., Vol. |, P. 39).

Appolina, St.: Vide Toothache.
April: Vide Diamond, Sapphire.

Apron : In Vogtland a girl does not allow her lover to dry his hands on her apron, for
fear this would bring about a quarrel.

If a man wipes himself on a girl’s apron, he will fall madly in love with her (PLOSS, Das
Weib, Vol. 1, P. 443.)

Apsaras: The Apsaras are the celebrated nymphs of Indra’s heaven. They are the
daughters of pleasure and of fascinating charms, who lure heroes and sages from their
devotions and penances. They are fairy-like beings, beautiful and voluptuous, and
number about thirty-five millions. (DOWSON, H.C.D., P. 20; TYLOR, Primitive Culture,
Vol. I, p. 173; WARD, Account of the Writings . . . of the Hindoos, Vol. Il, P. 151.) cf.
Siren, Lorelei, Houri, Peri.

Arachne: A young Lydian maiden who excelled in the art of embroidery. She was
changed into a spider, for having defied Minerva in her arts.

Aracho: It is the Mongol name for Rahu (q.v.).

Aralu: Babyl. Myth. The abode of the dead, represented as a vast and gloomy cavern
in the midst of the earth, surrounded by seven walls and ruled over bv Nergal (g.v.) and
his wicked consort, Allatu, and their attendant demons. In this place the dead were
supposed to lead an existence with no hope of return to a brighter life.

Arch Enemy: Other names for the Deuvil.
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Arch Fiend: Other names for the Devil.

Ardat lili: “Maids of the night.” These, in Babylonian superstition, were evil spirits who,
like the Lilu (g.v.), plied their trade at night.

Ardha-nari: “Half woman”; a form in which Siva is represented as half male and half
female, typifying the male and female energies. (DOWSON, H.C.D., P. 21.)

Ares: Gr. Myth. The god of war and, sometimes, of pestilence; son of Zeus and Hera,
and lover of Aphrodite. The Romans identified him with Mars.

Arethusa: Class. Myth. A wood-nymph of Elis who, when pursued by Alpheus, a river,
was changed into a river running under the sea.

Argonauts: Gr. Myth. The heroes who went to win the “Golden Fleece.” They were
about fifty in number.

Argus: A mythical monster with a hundred eyes; guardian of lo.

Ariadne: Class. Myth. Daughter of Minos. She fell in love with Theseus, who afterwards
abandoned her.

Ariane: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Minos. She gave Theseus a skein of cotton to guide him
back after killing the Minotaur (qg.v.) in the labyrinth. Theseus threw this away and fell
into the sea.

Arianrod: Celt. Myth. A Cymric goddess, wife of Gwydion, mother of Dylan and Llen.

Arion: Gr. Myth. The wonderful horse which Hercules gave to Adrastos. It not only
spoke good Greek, but both its fore-feet were those of a man. cf. Al Borak, Balaam’s
Ass, Achilles’ Horses.

Arishta: Hindu Myth. A Daitya (q.v.), son of Bali, who attacked Krishna in the form of a
savage bull and was slain by him. (DOWSON, H.C.D., P. 21.)

Aristaeus: Class. Myth. A son of Apollo and the nymph Cyrene. He was deified as the
protector of flocks, shepherds, the vine and the olive; he was also the instructor in bee-
keeping.

Arjuna: Hindu Myth. The hero of the great epic Mahabharata. He was one of the five
Pandava brothers.

Arm: If a person has hairy arms, it is a sign that he will be wealthy. (North Ohio,
BERGEN, C.S., p. 35.)
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Arsaphes: Another spelling for Hershef.

Artemis: Gr. Myth. An Olympian goddess of various attributes. In mythology she is a
virgin huntress and goddess of wild nature. She is the same as Diana (q.v.) of the
Romans.

Artemisia: Leaves of artemisia, tied in a bundle and placed near beds, drive demons
away. (China, WILLIAMS, M.K., Vol. I, P. 255.) Vide Sweet-flag.

Arthur, King: In current English superstition he is supposed to be still living in fairy-land
and will come back to earth when the proper time arrives. He is said to sit at the Round
Table. Vide Morgaine la Faye, Papillon, Charlemagne, Raven.

Aruru: Babyl. Myth. A goddess to whom is ascribed the creation of Gilgamesh and
Eabani.

Arva: “A horse.” One of the horses of the moon; a fabulous animal, half horse, half bird,
on which the Daityas are supposed to ride. (DOWSON, H.C.D., P. 25.)

Arvak: Norse Myth. One of the horses of the sun, the other being Alsvid.
Arvan: Another spelling for Arva.
Aryskoui: An ancient war-god of the Red Indians of America.

Asakku: In Babylonian superstition the Asakku were the demons who carried and
spread plague.

Ascalophos: Son of Acheron. In a Greek tale he was turned into an owl for telling tales
and trying to make mischief.

Ascension Day: In Swabia, on this day, wreaths of red and white flowers are hung up
over stable doors, as a preventive against lightning. (WUTTKE, P. 21.)

In North Germany it is believed, that melons planted on this day grow well. (ib.)

In Hessen it is believed that herbs plucked or collected on Ascension Day are especial-
ly powerful for medicinal purposes. (ib.)

Ascanius: Class. Myth. The son of AEneas and Creusa, who accompanied his father in
his wanderings after the fall of Troy; later, he succeeded his father.

Asclepius: In later Greek religion he is the god of medicine and healing.

Ases: Scand. Myth. Gods of benevolence.
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Asgard: Norse Myth. It is the abode or the citadel of the gods. It is situated at the
zenith, and can be reached only by the bridge Bifrost, the rainbow.

Ash: If ash is thrown into the room from a burning log, troubles and anxieties must be
expected. (Greece, LAWSON, P. 328.)

On the tenth night after the death of a person, he who fired the funeral pyre is required
to sift some ashes, near which a lamp is placed, and the whole covered with a basket.
Next morning the ashes are examined, and the ghost is said to have migrated into the
animal whose mark appears on the ashes. (India—N.I.N.Q., lll, P. 35; CROOKE, P.R.l.,
Vol. Il, P. 74; Ethnologie du Bengale, P. 73).

Ashmodai: Jewish lore. A demon, generally regarded as the same as Asmodeus.

Ashtoreth: The Phoenician goddess Astarte, the goddess of fertility and reproduction.
She was worshipped from time to time by the Israelites. Vide Astarte.

Ashur: Assyr. Myth. The chief deity of the Assyrian pantheon. He was the god of mili-
tary prowess. His symbol was the winged circle.

Ash Wednesday: Cattle must not be tied up on this day, as they lose their strength by
so doing; neither must they be sold—it brings ill-luck. (WUTTKE, P. 22.)

A-Siras: A race of spirits or beings without heads. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p 26.) cf.
Acephali, Blemmyoe.

Askefruer: “Ash-nymphs.” These are Danish forest-spirits of present-day superstition.
Their bodies are covered with hair, their faces are wrinkled, they have hanging breasts
and dishevelled hair and are usually dressed in moss. They are endowed with various
occult powers and especially with that of curing diseases, (THIELE, Danmarks
Folkesagn.)

Asmodeus: In Jewish demonology it is the name of an evil spirit of anger and lust.
Later, he was the king of the demons.

Asp: Queen Cleopatra of Egypt is said to have committed suicide by holding an asp to
her bosom.
To dream of an asp is good; it promises wealth and a rich wife.

Asrael: Mahometan Myth. An angel of death. He is immeasurable in height, insomuch
that the space between the eyes equals a journey of 70,000 days. Vide Azrael.

Ass: The mark running down the back of an ass and the cut at right angles over the
shoulders is the cross of Christ, impressed on the animal, because Christ rode an ass
during his triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

Three hairs taken from the “cross” of an ass, will cure whooping cough, but the ass
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from which the hairs are plucked will die.
The blood of a she-ass will cure epilepsy. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 84.)
Vide Beans.

As-Sayyahun: These are the “pious travellers” of Mohammedan mythology. They are
angels who scour the country with the intention of frequenting only those gatherings
where the name of Allah (God) is being repeated.

Assides: A plant in the country of Prester John. It not only protects the wearer from evil
spirits, but forces every spirit to tell its business. (BREWER, R.H.) cf. Tulsi, Chikuli,
Che.

Astarte: The Phoenician goddess of fertility and of sexual love. By the Classical nations
she was also regarded as a moon goddess. 1-fuman sacrifices were often offered to
her. (See FRAZER, Adonis, Attis and Osiris).

Asthma: Asthma can be cured by foam (q.v.) from a mule’s mouth. (FRAZER, G.B.,
Vol. lll, P, 23; Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 140).

Asto-vidatu: In Persian superstition it was a spirit who divided the bones at death.

Astraea: Class. Myth. Daughter of Zeus and Themis. She was a goddess of justice,
and was the last of the divinities to leave the earth at the end of the Golden Age. She
became the constellation Virgo.

Asur: Same as Ashur.

Asura: Hindu Myth. The word “Asura” was originally used as an epithet of the higher
gods; later, it became synonymous with an evil spirit or demon and an enemy of gods
or devas. The Asuras were created from the downward breathing of a Prajapati, and
had darkness and magic ascribed to them.

In the Rig Veda this was the name given to Varuna (qg.v.); later, it denoted a ghostly and
demoniacal being of a lower order. (OTTO, Das Heilige, p. 153.)

Asvins: Vedic Myth. Two gods of dawn, twin brothers, young and beautiful, capable of
assuming any forms they chose, and said to be sons of a nymph. They are the physi-
cians of heaven and benefactors of mankind. cf. Dioscuri.

Asynjur: Norse Myth. They were the goddesses of Asgard (q.v.), associates of the AEsir
(g.v.) and distinguished from the Vanir (q.v.) goddesses.

Ataguchu: A Peruvian god who helped Apocatequil (g.v.).

Athanas: Gr. Myth. The mad paramour of Ino (g.v.) who slew Ino’s two sons.
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Athena: One of the greater Olympian deities, prominent as a civic goddess, wise in the
industries of peace and in the arts of war.

Atlantides: The Pleiades or seven stars, fabled to be the daughters of Atlas and
Pleione.

Atlantis: A mythical island in the west, said to have been sunk beneath the ocean by an
earthquake. The Atlantic Ocean is said to derive its name from this island.

Atlas: In later Greek mythology he was a Titan, son of lapetus and Clymene. He was
forced to support the heavens on his head and hands, as a punishment for warring
against Zeus.

Atli: In the Volsunga Saga Atli is a king corresponding to Etzel in the Nibelungenlied; he
marries Gudrun and invites her brothers to court, where they are treacherously slain.
Gudrun avenges them by killing her own and Atli’s two sons, and later, Atli himself.
Atma, Atman: The soul, the principle of life; the supreme soul.

Atropos: Gr. Myth. One of the Fates (q.v.), or goddesses of destiny. She is the one who
cuts off the thread of life. cf. Bidhatapurusha, Fates, Norn, Parca, Hathor, Sudicky.

A Tsze: A fox (g.v.) in human form is known among the Chinese as A Tsze. (MAYER,
Chin. Read. Man., p. 65.)

Attis: Class. Myth. A god of vegetation and of young life. According to a legend, violets
sprang from his blood. He was beloved by the goddess Cybele.

Audhumla: Norse Myth. The cow formed from frost. She nourished Ymir with four
streams of milk, and licked out of the salty frost stones a being, called Buri (g.v.).

August: Vide Onyx.
Aurora: Rom. Myth. The goddess of dawn. Vide Eos.

Aurora Borealis: It gives warning of an impending war; the red light in it denotes the
blood to be shed in the war. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. I, p. 63.)

Auxo: Gr. Myth. One of the three goddesses known as Heures (q.v.).
Avalon: The place where Morgaine la Faye (q.v.) keeps Holgar the Dane entranced.
Axe: If cows, the first time they are taken out in spring, be made to step over an axe,

they will be invulnerable to all kinds of magic and witchcraft. (East Prussia, WUTTKE,
p. 98.) cf. Weather Bad.
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Azi: In Persian means “Greed”; hence greed personified.
Azrael: Another spelling for Asrael, ‘Azrall.

‘Azrail: Same as Azrael above. In Mahometan mythology he is the angel of death. He
consigns the souls he has seized to the angels of compassion or to the angels of pun-
ishment, according as they are believers or unbelievers.

B

Baal: The chief male divinity of the Phoenicians. The Assyrians identified him with Beal
(q.v.).

Baba-Yaga: The Baba Yaga of Russian folklore is a hideous old beldam, whose chil-
dren are the evil spirits. She is said to steal children for the purpose of gratifying her
desire for human flesh. She has teeth and breasts of iron, with which she rends her
victims; her home is in a far distant forest. (See RALSTON, Folktales of the Russians.)

Baby: In Bohemia if a pregnant woman wishes to have a baby boy, she puts poppy
seeds outside on the window sill; if a baby girl, sugar.

New-born babies must not be carried over cross-roads; ignoring this precaution is
equivalent to the signing of the death sentence of the child. (Pomerania, WUTTKE, P.
194.)

Bacchus: Rom. Myth. The god of wine and riotous merriment, son of Jupiter and
Semele. He is the prototype of Dionysus of the Greeks. He helped his father in his
wars with the giants.

Backache: Backache can be cured by keeping chestnuts in the pocket. (STRACKER-
JAN, Vol. |, P. 85.)

Bachelor: At the funeral of a bachelor, cast sand before the coffin, to blind the eyes of
the unbegotten children of the deceased. (Kurdistan. Jew. Enc., Vol. IX, p. 600.)

Bacon: Bacon, especially if it is stolen, is a powerful medicine for various diseases,
such as warts, fever, constipation, etc. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, p. 83; Vol. Il, P. 85).
Vide Pig, Moon.

Badhava: Hindu Myth. It is a flame with the head of a horse called also Haya-Siras,
“horse-head.” (DOWSON, H.C.D., P. 39.)

Bagouly: The modern name for Pactolus (qg.v.).
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Bahman’s Knife: When Prince Bahman started on his exploits, he gave his sister
Parizadi, a knife which, he told her, would remain bright and clean as long as he was
safe and well, but, immediately he was in danger, or dead, would become dull or drop
gouts of blood. cf. Canace’s Mirror, Sophia’s Picture, Florimel’s Girdle, Ring Bertha’s
Emerald.

Balaam’s Ass: An ass which is said to have spoken Hebrew on one occasion to
Balaam cf. Al Boyak, Arion, Achilles’ Horses.

Balder: Teut. Myth. Son of Odin and Frigg, god of light and peace, and of the good,
beautiful, eloquent and wise. He was slain by the contrivance of the evil Loki. Vide
Hoder, Mistletoe.

Bali: Hindu Myth. A good and virtuous Daitya king; through devotion and penance he
defeated Indra, humbled the gods and extended his authority over the three worlds.
(DOWSON, H.C.D., P. 42))

Bali, Balin: A monkey-king of Kishkindhya, who was slain by Rama, and whose king-
dom was given to his brother Su-griva, a friend of Rama. He was supposed to be the
son of Indra and to have been born from the hair (bala) of his mother, whence his
name. (DOWSON, H.C.D., P.42.)

Balin: Balin and Balun of Arthurian legend were two knights who, though brothers, slew
each other by mistake.

Balmung: In the Nibelungenlied it is the name of the famous sword of Siegfried. cf.
Excalibur, Tizona.

Balor: Celt. Myth. A king of the Fomors (g.v.), whose eye blighted all he looked at. It
was therefore always kept closed, except in war. In the wars with the gods, he slays
Nuada, and is slain by Lugh who blinds his fatal eye with a magic missile.

Balun: Vide Balin.

Ban: Babyl. Myth. She is the consort of Nin-girsu and one of the most prominent god-
desses of the pantheon.

Bana: A Daitya, eldest son of Bali; he had a thousand arms. (DOWSON, H.C.D., P. 42.)

Bandicoote: If a woman eats the flesh of bandicootes after she has passed her
eleventh or twelfth year, she will be barren (Western Australia—PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol.
1, P. 508).

Bangma (masc.), Bangmi (fem.): A fabulous bird in India, which is not only supposed to
have human speech, but is also oracular. (DAY, Folk-tales of Bengal.) cf. Bulbul Hezar.
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Banmanus: In some Indian dialects means a “monkey.” (Sanskrit: vana=wood;
manushya=man; man of the wood.) cf. Monkey, Orang-utang.

Bannik: In Russian folklore this is the name of a household spirit, who lives in the bath-
room. (D.R.E., Art., Demonology, Slavic.)

Banquet: It is good to dream of a banquet; it denotes prosperity.

Banshee: It is a supernatural being, supposed by the peasantry of Ireland and of the
Highlands of Scotland, to wail under the windows of a house, where one of the inmates
is about to die. Certain families of rank were reputed to have a special spirit of this
kind. (LADY WILDE, pp. 135-7; D. R. MACANNALAY, Irish Wonders, p. 110;
KENNEDY, Fireside Stories, pp. 143-4; T. CROFTON CROKER). Cf. Bodachun Dun,
Bozaloshtsh, Death Warnings, Gwrach y Rhibyn, Smrtnice, Cyhiraeth.

Banyan: Indian folklore. The banyan tree is a representation of the god Siva. One who
cuts this tree is punished with the extirpation of his family. (JACKSON, F.L.N., Vol. 1, P.
136.)

Baptism: If a child cries during baptism, it is the devil going out of it. (Niagara Falls,
Ont., BERGEN, C.S., P. 21))

Baptismal Water: If a baby girl be baptized with the same water with which a boy has
been baptized just before, she will, in later life, have a growth of beard. (East Pyussia,
Mark, Oberlausnitz, WUTTKE, P. 198)

Barahoot: A well in the province of Hadramot, in which the souls of unbelievers reside.
(LANE, A.S.M.A,, P. 264.) Vide Zemzem.

Barbara, St.: Vide Storms, Dying.

Barbarossa: Frederick Barbarossa, “Redbeard,” a German king, is supposed to sit at a
marble table in Kyffhauser. His beard is growing through the table. In another variation
of the legend, his beard is growing round the table, and when it grows three times
round the table, he will wake up.

“Er ist niemals gestorben,

Er lebt darin noch jetzt;

Er hat im Schloss verborgen

Zum Schlaf sich hingesetzt.

Sein Bart ist nicht von Flachse,
Er ist von Feuerglut,
Ist durch den Tisch gewachsen,
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Worauf sein Kinn ausruht.”
—FR. RUCKERT: Barbarossa im Kyffhauser.
cf. Holgar the Dane, Charlemagne, Alfred King.

Barley gaffer: The English name of the Gerstenalte.

Barn: To dream of barns stored with corn denotes that you will marry well, overthrow
your adversaries at law and grow rich.

Barnacle: A barnacle broken off a ship turns into a Solan goose. (BASSETT, p. 265.)
“There are in the north parts of Scotland certaine trees, whereon do grow shell fishes,
etc., etc., which falling into the water, do become fowls, whom we call barnacles.”
(GERARD, Herbal, 1597, P. 1391; BRAND, Observations, Vol. lll, p. 362.)

“Like your Scotch barnacles, now a block,

Instantly a worm, and presently a great goose.”

—MARSTON, The Malcontent (1604).

Barrenness: Barrenness can be cured by drinking water in which moss growing on the
Temple walls has been boiled. (Jews of Palestine. SCHIFFER, Urquell, V, p. 235.)
Menstrual blood cures barrenness (STRACK, p. 16.)

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is believed that barrenness is caused by the woman
cohabiting with the devil (PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol. I, P. 507, quoting GLUCK, Die
Tatowierung der Haut, etc.); among the Chippeway Indians, because she is untrue to
her husband.

According to the Magyars, a woman may be made barren if the genitals of a corpse be
rubbed with her menses (PLOSS, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 508, quoting V. WLISLOCKI). Vide
Bandicoote, Pig, Swallow, Mandrake.

Basilisk: An animal which comes out of the egg of a black cock. It is so extremely poi-
sonous that it can kill at a distance by its glance. It is a monster with a human face; no
human being can look at it and live. cf. Dragon, Gin-sai, Bazalicek,

Basin: To dream of a basin signifies a good maid.

Basket: If children carry baskets on their heads, they will not grow tall. (GRIFFIS, M.E.,
P. 470.) cf. Gun.

Bastard: A woman by giving birth to seven bastard children regains her virginity (!)
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, P. 127).

Bat: Bats flying about in a house foretell a death. (India; see also STRACKERJAN, Vol.
1, P. 24))

Of all animals the luckiest is the bat, and happy is he who keeps a bat’s bone about his
person. (Macedonia—ABBOTT, p. 110).

The right eye of a bat, carried in the waistcoat pocket, makes a man invisible.
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(Bohemia— GROHMANN, p. 58.)

Bathing: If you dream of bathing in clear water you will prosper; but if in muddy water
shame and sorrow will be your portion.

Bat horin: It is a demon of Jewish folklore, which brings diseases of the eye to one who
fails to wash his hands after meals. (BRUHL, JahrbUch, Vol. I., p. 157.)

Bath-tub: Among the Jews of Galicia it is said that a child’s bath-tub must not be used
for any other purpose, or the child will not prosper. (SCHIFFER, Urquell, Vol. V, P. 141.)

Battle: On the day a battle is expected to take place, the wives of the Tschi-speaking
men, who are away with the army, paint themselves white and run about armed with
guns, or sticks made to look like guns, and taking some melon-like fruits hack them
with knives, as if they were chopping off the heads of the enemies. (ELLIS, The Tschi-
speaking Peoples of the Gold Coast, p. 226.)

Baudoin: Balaam’s Ass (q.v.) was called by this name.

Bay tree: The withering of a bay tree prognosticates death.
The Romans called the bay “the plant of the good angel,” because neither sickness nor
evil will infest nor have anything to do in a place where a bay tree is.

Bazalicek: In Bohemian superstition it is a kind of a spirit which is born out of the egg
of a black cock. Its look is so poisonous that no one can look at it and live.
(GROHMANN, p. 18.) cf. Basilisk, Dragon, Gin-sai.

Beads: Among the Hindus, a necklace of beads, used in the same manner as a rosary
(g.v.), is a powerful charm against malevolent spirits. As an antidote to the Evil Eve
blue beads are especially valued, and are hung round the necks and pasterns of hors-
es and other valuable animals. (CROOKE, P.R.Il., Vol. I, p. 19; ABBOTT, P. 144.) Cf.
Crucifix.

Beans: If you eat no beans on Christmas Eve, you will become an ass (RAGNER).

If you dream of beans, you will have a rich and cruel enemy.

On the last night of the year, the head of a Japanese household scatters beans about
the house with ceremonial rites, in order to exorcise evil spirits (A. HUMBERT, Le japon
illustré, Paris, 1870, Vol. Il, p. 326; BERTHOLET, p. 43. cf. Ethnologie du Bengale, p.
118.)

Bear: Bears scare diseases away; hence children are taken for a ride on the back of a
bear, or one of his hairs is worn round the neck as an amulet (India, CROOKE, P.R.I.,
Vol. I, p. 242.)

According to a legend, the young of a bear is born a shapeless mass; the dam licks her
cub into its proper shape and life.
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When a bear is slain by the North American Indians, they will beg pardon of the animal
and sometimes even go through a form of smoking a “pipe of peace” with him, lest his
spirit return to do them harm. (SCHOOLCRAFT; FRAZER, G.B., Vol. Il, p. 398; BERT-
HOLET, p. 12.) Vide Heart.

Beard: In Macedonia a beardless man is regarded as particularly ill-omened. (ABBOTT,
p. 105). In India the same superstition is prevalent.

If a baby girl be baptized with water with which a boy has been baptized, she will have
a growth of beard later. ( WUTTKE, p. 198.)

Beast: In China it is generally believed to the present day, that demon witches can
assume the form of foxes and other beasts. (DE GROOT, Religious Systems of China,
Vol. IV, pp. 156, etc.)

The Stiens of Cambodia ask pardon of the beasts they have killed (MEUHOT).

Beautiful: In Arabic demonology, Jinns (q.v.) sometimes appear in the form of human
beings; if they are good spirits, they appear beautiful; if evil, horribly hideous. (TANE,
A.S.M.A., p. 35).

Beauty: Beauty can be acquired by bathing in May dew. (WUTTKE, p. 176), or by
drinking cold coffee, or by bathing in human blood. (STRACK, p. 10, quoting GRIMM,
181.)

Beaver: When a beaver is hunted, it bites off the part which the hunters seek and then,
standing upright, shows the hunter that it is useless to continue the pursuit.

Becket, St.: This saint has the power of curing blindness.

Bed: Girls sit on the bridal bed for luck (MEAKIN, The Moors, p. 441).
To dream of beds indicates approaching marriage.
Vide Hydrophobia.

Bedclothes: Picking the bedclothes is a sign of an impending death (LEAN, Vol. Il, p.
573).

Bedstead: The foot of a bed should not point towards the door; those who lie on such a
bed will be taken out of the room as corpses. (Hessen, Lauenberg, WUTTKE, p. 132.)
Bedsteads should not be carried into a room with the foot-end first; those lying on such
beds will die. (Silesia, ib.)

Bee: The buzzing of a bee in a room indicates that a stranger is about to pay the house
a visit. (Ethnologie, p. 117.)

If a member of the family dies and the bees are not “put into mourning,” they will for-
sake their hive (FRAZER, Death and Burial Customs, Scotland, F.L.J., 3, 281; ELWOR-
THY, p. 95).

Page 30



Bees building their hive in a house foretell that the house will catch fire (Malay
Peninsula, SKEAT, Malay Magic, p. 535).

It is unlucky for a stray swarm of bees to flight on your premises (ELWORTHY, E.E., p.
95.).

If bees swarm on a rotten tree, a death will occur in the family within the next twelve
months.

Bees will never thrive if you quarrel with them or about them.

A swarm of bees suddenly forsaking their hive foretells a death (LADY WILDE, p. 181).
Vide Virginity, Beehive.

Beehive: If bees build their hives on a house, the house is sure to catch fire. (Silesia,
Tyrol, WUTTKE, p. 32 cf. above.)

When going along the street with a beehive, you must never look round; if this precau-
tion be taken the bees will never forsake their hives. (Wetterau, Westphalia, WUTTKE,
P. 183). Vide Bee.

Beelzebub: One of the Devil’s numerous names.
“One next himself in pow’r and next in crime
Long after known in Palestine and named
Beelzebub . ..”

—MILTON : Paradise Lost, Bk. 1, 79-81.

Beetle: Beetles in popular superstition are both deaf and blind.
To kill a beetle brings rain, thunder and lightning (LEAN, Vol. I, p. 136).

Beggar: The curse of a beggar is considered by the Jews of Byelostok and Kiev to be
effective. (Jew. Enc.)

If you dream of beggars coming in the house and taking things away, you will have
great adversity.

Bel: Babyl. Myth. A deity belonging to the supreme Triad, which comprised Anu (q.v.),
god of the heavens, Bel, god of the earth and Ea (q.v.), god of the waters. (Enc. Brit.,
Vol. lll, p. 114.) Vide En-lil.

Belial: It is the Hebrew name for the spirit of evil personified. The word was used from
early times as a name for the Devil or one of his fiends, and by Milton in his Paradise
Lost, as the name of one of the fallen angels.

Belit: Assyr. Myth. A goddess, wife of Ashur.

Bell: You will be sure of toothache if you eat while a funeral bell is tolling. Be warned in
time by this American superstition, or take the consequences. Vide Death Omens.

Bells in the ear: A buzzing sound—generally called “bells in the ear’—in the right ear of
a person denotes that something good is spoken about him, or that he is praised; in
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the left ear, something bad, or that someone is backbiting him. (Gt. Britain, Germany,
France, Greece, Bohemia, India; Cf. STRACKERJAN, Vol. I, p. 31; LAWSON, p. 328).
It is an indication that someone is thinking of you,

“Left your mother,

Right yout lover. “—Popular Rhyme.

Bellerophon: Gr. Myth. A Corinthian hero, son of Glaucus, grandson of Sisyphus, who
killed the Chimera (q.v.) with the help of the winged steed, Pegasus.

Belphegor: The name of a certain arch-demon. According to a story, he was chosen by
Lot to live on earth for ten years, in order to test the truth of the statement that wives
brought their husbands to hell. Belphegor tried, but was dismayed and fled from the
terrors of the married state.

Belt: Magicians and witches are supposed to possess the power of transforming them-
selves into animals, mostly of a ferocious nature (see Werewolves, Bereserkey), by
means of putting on certain belts. (See ENNEMOSER, Geschichte der Magie; TYLOR,
Primitive Culture; GRIMM, Deutsche Mythologie; O’'DONNELL, Werewolves.)

Bendis: Class. Relig. A Thracian goddess. She was generally identified with Artemis by
the Greeks.

Ben nefilim: In Jewish folk-lore the demon of epilepsy is usually called by this name.

Benten: In Japanese superstition she is the goddess of luck. She is also goddess of
knowledge and eloquence. (CHAMBERLAIN). See God of Luck.

Berenice’s Hair : Berenice, Queen of Ptolemy Ill, hung up her hair in obedience to a
vow, in the temple of Nuwar. The hair disappeared and is fabled to have been carried
to Heaven, where it was changed into a constellation.

Bereserker: In Norse folk-lore it is the name of one of a class of wild warriors, who are
supposed to be capable of assuming animal shapes, especially those of the bear and
the wolf. When in these forms, a rage or frenzy comes upon them, they howl like
wolves or growl like bears, foam at the mouth, have enormous strength and are
believed to be invulnerable to fire and iron. cf. Werewolves.

Bérlic: A certain Swiss spirit of mischievous nature. (JALLA, Leg. Vaud., p. 27).
Bernardo del Carpio: He lifted Orlando in his arms and squeezed him to death,
because his body was proof against any instrument of war. Anteus (q.v.) is also reputed

to have been squeezed to death by Hercules.

Bertha: Vide Perchta, White Lady.
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Bes: Egypt. Myth. A god of varied attributes, but chiefly a deity averting the evils of
omen and witchcraft, and god of pleasure. In some myths he plays an important role in
creation, separating Heaven and Earth from their primordial union.

Bhaga : Hindu Myth. A deity who is supposed to bestow wealth; he presides over mar-
riage. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 43.)

Bhairava : Hindu Myth. A guardian spirit.

Bhairava (m.) ; Bhairavi (f.): “The terrible”; names of Siva and his consort, Devi (q.v.).
The Bhairavas are eight inferior manifestations of Siva, all of which are of a terrible
character. They are: (i) Asitanga, blacklimbed; (ii) Sanhara, destruction; (iii) Ruru, a
dog; (iv) Kala, black; (v) Krodha, anger; (vi) Tamra-chuda, copper-crested ; (vii)
Chandra-chuda, moon-crested; (viii) Maha, great (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 45.)

Bhuta: A ghost, imp, goblin. These are malignant spirits which haunt cemeteries, lurk in
trees, animate dead bodies and delude and devour human beings. They are fierce and
are eaters of flesh; they were created by the Creator, when He was incensed. (DOW-
SON, H.C.D., p. 55.)

Bhuta, like our English word “ghost,” is a general term for demons in India. They
emanate from those who die an unnatural death by violence, accident, suicide, etc., or
those who have been robbers, evil-doers, etc. The Bhuts eat filth and drink any water,
however impure. As a rule, they are powerless by day and become active only at night.
(See CROOKE, P.R., Vol. 1, pp. 234 et seq.; Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 94.) Vide
Goblin, Filth, Desert, Treasure.

Biasd na Srogaig: Celt. Folklore. A mythical animal peculiar to the Isle of Skye. It had
but one horn on its forehead and dwelt in lochs. It is the Celtic equivalent of the Bogey
(g.v.), Bubak (g.v.), Bumann (q.v.). (CAMPBELL, Sup. of Scot. Highl., p. 218.) cf.
Unicorn.

Bible: An open bible keeps away evil spirits. (Christian Countries.)
The bible is subject to a host of superstitions. cf. Qoran, Prayer Book.

Bidhata Purusha: Hindu Myth. He is equivalent to the Classical Fates and the
Scandinavian Norns. He is a god of fate; he writes the child’s future life on its forehead,
on the sixth day of its birth. (DAY, Folk Tales of Bengal, p. 9.) cf. Parca, Fates, Noyn,
Sudicky, Hathor.

Biersel: In German superstition it is a kind of Kobold, who lives in the cellar, cleans the
jugs and bottles, but must have his jug of beer for his pains. (Torgau District, WUTTKE,
p. 230.)

Bifrost: Norse Myth. The bridge leading to Agard (q.v.). cf. Al Sirat.
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Bilocation: The power of being present in two different places at one and the same
time. St. Alfonso di Liguori was said to have had this power.

Bilwis: Teut. Myth. It was a supernatural being of maleficent powers, whose season of
activity was Walpurgis Night, This was a soul-like character, which flitted through the
fields and wrought havoc to the crops.

Bir: In Indian superstition it is a very malignant village demon (CROOKE, P.R.l., Vol. 1,
p. 254).

Bird: When birds are shot or are dying, they fly to the nearest water.

Fish are sometimes transformed into birds (China—MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., p. 301.)
The single, or twice repeated, cry of a bird is a good omen; but if the cry be repeated
three times, the meaning is reversed (Greece—LAWSON, p. 313).

If birds enter the house and fly round in a room, it is a sign of death (LE BRAZ, Vol. 1,
p. 7, quoting TIERNEY, Hermine, Vol. XXXIII, p. 235).

Birth: Children cannot be born till the tide comes in.

If you are born at sermon-time on Christmas morning, you can see spirits. (RAGNER.)
“First a daughter, then a son,

The world is well begun.

First a son, then a daughter,

Trouble follows after.”

—Maine and Massachusetts (BERGEN, C.S., p. 24).

Vide Night, Distaff, Star, Crow, Friday, Kitten, Stork, Sugar, Tomb, Underclothing.

Birthday : To die on one’s own birthday is considered by the Jews to be a good omen.
(Jew. Enc., Vol. IV, p. 486.)

Bishamon: Jap. Myth. A god of luck (g.v.), represented as being in complete armour
and carrying a speatr.

Bittern: The cry of a bittern foretells some misfortune, probably death. (STRACKER-
JAN, Vol. 1, p. 26.)

Biu: In Egypt they have usually hawks’ or jackals’ heads; but some biu are entirely
birds.

Blaakula: Like Blocksberg of the Germans, it was the favourite resort of the Swedish
witches. (LEHMANN, A.Z., p. 112; ENNEMOSER, Hist. Mag., Vol. Il, p. 195.)

Black: Black denotes death and guilt; therefore the Devil is always black. (STRACKER-
JAN, Vol. Il, p. 68.)

Blackbird: To see two blackbirds in one place is an omen of good luck in the East. (ST.
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CLAIR TISDALL, Mod. Pers. Conv. Gram., 2 Ed., p. 45, Exercise II.)
If you dream of a blackbird and a thrush sitting on the same tree, you will have two
wives, or two husbands as the case may be.

Blain: St. Cosmos is the one who can cure them.
Blaise, St.: Vide Quinsy, Sore Throat, Disease.

Blarney Stone: An inscribed stone in the wall of an old castle at Blarney, near Cork,
Ireland; whoever kisses it will have a cajoling tongue (Ireland).

Blast: It is a large round tumour which is thought to rise suddenly on the part affected
by the baneful breath cast on it by fairies at the time of their vindictive malice.
(ELWORTHY, E.E., p. 534.)

Blemmyae: A race of people described by Pliny, and said to be headless; they have
their eyes and mouths in their breasts. cf. Acephali, A-Siras.

Blindness: The human saliva is a cure for blindness (ELWORTHY, E.E., pp. 420, 663
note).

St. Thomas a Becket has the power of curing this disease.

If the copper coin from the eyes of a corpse be washed in wine or water, and the liquid
given to husbands to drink, the husbands will be blind to their wives’ peccadilloes
(KRAUSS, Volksglaube und religidoser Brauch der Sudslaven, p. 140.)

To dream of blindness indicates want of money. Vide Shabriri, Saliva.

Blindness, Moon: It is commonly believed to be produced by sleeping exposed to the
full light of the moon. “There is a great difference of opinion as to facts, some quoting
experience as incontrovertible, others regarding the thing merely as a vulgar prejudice,
without substantial foundation.” (YULE and BURNELL, Hobson Jobson, 2 ed., P. 580).

Blindness, Night: This can be cured by eating a fire-fly, enclosed in a piece of banana
or some other soft fruit. (Bengal, Ethnologic du Bengale, pp. 118, 141.)

Blocksberg: It is believed to have been the favourite place of rendezvous of the
German and the Danish witches. The Devil himself is said to have attended the gather-
ings there. (GRIMM, Deut. Myth; LEHMANN, A.Z., p. 112; ENNEMOSER, Hist. Mag.,
Vol. Il, p. 195.) cf. Blaakula, Brocken, Hekkenfeldt, Hekla, Lyderhorn.

Blood: To see blood is a sign of good fortune, probably money. (Gt. Britain.)

Witches sign their names on a great book with their own blood and swear allegiance to
the Devil. (LEHMANN, A.Z., p. 114. cf. GOETHE, Faust; STRACK, Das Blut.)

The burning of blood from the body of a dead animal is a very common method of
appeasing the spirits of disease (Cornwall—HUNT, Pop. Rom., p. 213).

It is an Esthonian belief that men who see women’s blood will suffer from an eruption of
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the skin (F. J. WIEDEMANN, Aus dem inneren und ausseren Leben der Ehsten, p.
475).

The blood of a virgin mixed with different molten metals helps to mix them thoroughly.
(China, PITMAN, A Chinese Wonder Book, p. 34.) The same belief is prevalent among
many other nations. (FRAZER, G.B., Vol. 1, p. 361.)

If a young man cuts the little finger of his left hand, and secretly gives the blood flowing
from this wound to his sweetheart to drink, she will be madly in love with him. (PLOSS,
Das Weib, Vol. 1, p. 444, quoting v. SCHULENBURG, Windisches Volksthum.)

Draw blood of a witch, and she cannot harm you (Lancashire). Vide Hydrophobia,
Nose, Menstruation, Beauty, Epilepsy.

Blood-stone: A kind of stone which is believed to have the power of stopping a flow of
blood. Early History of Mankind.)

Blood-sucker: In East Prussia the Vampire (q.v.) is usually designated by this name.

Bloody Hand: The family of the Kincardines in Scotland have the Spectre of the Bloody
Hand.

Blud: The Wend name for a Will-o’-the-wisp (g.v.); it is the soul of an unbaptized child.

Blue: The Devil appears in the form of a blue flame (STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, p. 69),
especially in fires (Gt. Britain.). Vide Bride.

Blue Goblin: It is a particularly malevolent type of demon in Carnarvonshire.

Blue Men: “The fallen angels were driven out of Paradise in three divisions, one
became the Fairies of the land, one the Blue Men in the sea and one the Nimble Men .
.. or Merry Dancers of the sky.”-CAMPBELL: Sup. of Scot. Highl., p. 199.

Boar: In Morocco most wealthy Moors keep a wild boar in their stables, in order that
the Jinn or evil spirits may be diverted from the horses and enter into the boar. (A.
LEARED, Morocco and the Moors, Lond., 1876, p. 301 FRAZER, G.B., Vol. lll, p. 15.)

Boat: It is unlucky to mention a horse or a mouse on a fishing boat (Celtic, RHYS, C.F,,
p. 345 ; FRAZER, G.B., Vol. |, p. 453).

A boat would not proceed if there is a man on board who has failed to keep his word
(Turkey, KUNOS, T,F.T.,, p. 185).

If a girl dreams of falling off a boat and being rescued by a man, she will marry her res-
cuer.

Boback Gartin: Is the name of the one-time spirit of Gartinbeg House.

Bodachun Dun: “The ghost of the Hill;” it is said to appear to the family of Rothmurchas
in Scotland when a person belonging to the family is about to die. cf. Banshee, Death
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Warnings, Bozaloshish, Smrtnice.

Bogey: In English children’s superstition it is a spirit of a vague and indefinite nature,
whose only aim in life seems to be that of frightening children. cf. Bubak, Bumann,
Biasd na Srogaig.

Boggart: In Lancashire this is a peculiarly mischievous spirit and is closely allied to the
Brownies.

Boil: Boils can be cured by keeping muscatels in one’s pocket. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |,
p. 85.)

St. Rooke can also cure boils.

Bolt: Vide Lock.

Bone: It is lucky to find bones (WUTTKE, p. 96). Vide Lucky Finds.

Bonnet: To dream of losing a bonnet prognosticates a speedy marriage.

Bonze: If a Japanese fisherman, while going to fish, meets a bonze (priest), he is sure
to have bad luck in fishing; the strict bonze does not eat fish. (GRIFFIS, M.E., p. 470;
BASSETT, p. 108.) Cf. Priest.

Boobrie: The Boobrie of Celtic superstition was a Waterbird, which inhabited the fresh
water and the sea wells of Argylishire. (CAMPBELL, Tales of the Highlands; Bassett, p.
272.)

Book: To drop your books on the way to school signifies that you will make mistakes in
your lessons. (Chestertown, Md.)

Boreas: It is the name of the North Wind personified.

Bornholm: In Danish superstition, the king of the elves is said to reside in the island of
Bornholm. (THIELE.)

Boxing: If you spit on your hands your blows will be more telling.

Bozaloshtsh: “God’s plaint”; among the Wends she is a messenger of death. She is a
little woman with long hair, who cries like a child, beneath the window of a house where
someone is about to die. cf. Banshee, Smrtnice, Death Warnings.

Bracelet: Vide Nuyjehan’s Bracelet.

Bragi: Norse Myth. One of the AEsir, god of poetry and husband of Ithunn (qg.v.).
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Brahma: Hindu Myth. The first member of the Trimurti.

He is the Creator himself. In the Rigveda he signified power. He is represented as red
with four heads, the fifth one being destroyed by Siva. His consort is Saraswati, the
goddess of eloquence.

Brahmadaitya: In India it is the spirit of a murdered Brahman. In Bengal such spirits are
especially powerful and malicious. Sometimes they are headless trunks, with eyes
looking from their breasts; at others, they are harmless and even well-disposed
towards human beings. (See Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 96.)

According to Rev. L. B. Day, Brahmadaityas are the ghosts of Brahmans who die
unmarried. (Folktales of Bengal, p. 201.)

Brawn’s Head: A boy brought to King Arthur’s court a brawn’s head, over which he
drew his wand thrice and said “There’s never a traitor or a cuckold, who can carve that
head of brawn.” Sir Kay was the only knight in King Arthur’s court who succeeded in
doing so. cf. Drinking Horn, Mantle.

Bread: Bread baked on Christmas Eve will not turn mouldy. (THIERS, Traité des
Superstitions, Vol. 1, p. 317).

To burn or throw bread away brings ill-luck; do so and you will need bread yourself one
day. (Gt. Britain.)

He who cuts a slice of bread more than the number of persons eating has a hungry rel-
ative somewhere. (Silesia, Tyrol, WUTTKE, p. 37; Bohemia.)

To drop a slice of bread with the buttered side up is a sign of a visitor. (Memoirs of the
Amer. Folk Lore Soc., Vol. IV, pp. 89 seq.)

The Mohammedans never cut bread with a knife, but “break” it, saying it is impious to
wound bread with steel. (ABBOTT, p. 103.)

In Scotland (GREGOR, p. 21), and in Brittany (LE BRAZ, Vol. 1, p. 267), on the night
following a burial, bread and water are kept in the room where the body lay before the
burial. Failure to comply with this precaution causes the deceased to lose his repose in
the other world. In Ireland, potatoes and baked cakes are substituted for bread, and
serve the same purpose. (LADY WILDE, p. 8.)

“In your pocket for a trust

Carrie nothing but a crust.

For that holy piece of bread

Charms the danger and the dread.”

—HERRICK: Hesperides, ed. HAZLITT, 1869, p. 346.

If a piece of bread which has been carried in the pocket of a mourner, be afterwards
eaten, the teeth will fall out. (Hunsbruck, WUTTKE, p. 213.)

It is good to dream of bread; it indicates prosperity.

Vide Fruits, Change of Address, Disease.

Breadcrumb: Maras (q.v.) can be killed by shooting them with a gun filled with bread-
crumbs; ordinary shots have no effect on them. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, p. 385.)
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Breakage: If you break something, you will break two other things. (Memoirs of the
Amer. Folk Lore Soc., Vol. IV, pp. 130, 134; Great Britain.)

Bream: In Hungary the bream is said to attack men voraciously. (GUBERNATIS, Z.M.,
Vol, I, p. 344; BASSETT, p. 261.)

Breath: In Chinese superstition it is said that the breath of a living person or the snuff-
ing by a cat or a dog partly revives a corpse. (Chin. Volksmarchen, p. 202.)

Breeze: A sudden breeze which neither disturbs nor disarranges anything is a death
signal for certain Irish families. It is said to be caused by the passage of the soul.
(LADY WILDE, p. 139.)

Scratch a foremast with a nail, you will get a good breeze. (KUHN UND SCHWARTZ,
N.D.S,, p. 454 ; BASSETT, p. 143.) Vide Chapel.

Breidablik: Norse Myth. The bright abode of Baldar in Asgard.

Bress: Celtic Myth. A Fomor, son of Elathan, known for his great beauty. In his attempt
to recover his kingdom, he roused the Fomors to the war in which they were over-
thrown by the gods.

Briar: If you dream of being pricked by briar, you desire to do something, and if you are
young, it denotes that you are in love.

Bridal Clothes: It is unlucky to wear the bridal clothes before the wedding day; the mar-
riage will be broken off by so doing. (Pomerania, Silesia, WUTTKE, p. 204; France,
Great Britain.)

Bride: It is extremely lucky for a bride to see a rainbow or a black cat. (Great Britain.)
A bride on her wedding day should wear

“Something old, something new,

Something borrowed, something blue.”

Vide Green, Stones.

Bridesmaid: “Three times a bridesmaid, never a bride.” (Great Britain.)

It is lucky for bridesmaids to touch the bride during the marriage ceremony with their
clothes; if they succeed, they will themselves be married soon. (Munich. Zeitschrift fuy
deutsche Mythologie, 2, 103.)

Bridge: If you dream of crossing a bridge, it shows that you will leave a good situation
to seek a better one.

Brigit: Celtic Myth. The Gaelic goddess of fire and hearth and of poetic inspiration. She
was the daughter of Dagda and wife of Bress.
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Brisingamen: Norse Myth. A jewel or necklace, belonging to Freya, which was obtained
from the dwarfs.

Brocken: In the Harz Mountains (Germany) it is believed to be the favourite haunting
place of witches. (ENNEMOSER, Hist. Mag., Il, 195.) cf. Blocksberg, Blaakula,
Hekkenfeldt, Hekla, Lyderhorn.

Broom: Witches fly through the air on broomsticks (General).

Two crossed brooms in front of a house door or cattleshed, is a sure method of keep-
ing witches and evil spirits at bay.

Tables should not be dusted with a broom lest one of the household die. (England;
Jews of Galicia, SCHIFFER, Urquell, Vol. V, p. 46.)

A Hamburg tradition says that if you have long had a contrary wind, and meet a ship
bound in the opposite direction, throw a broom before her, and you will get fair wind.
(THORPE, N.M., Vol. lll, p. 183.)

In Indian folklore, if a man sees a broom the first thing after getting up in the morning,
he does not pass the day happily; if a broom be kept erect in the house, a quarrel will
follow. (JACKSON, F.L.N., Vol. |, p. 149.) Further, children affected with a cough are
sometimes fanned with a broom. (Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 140.)

Broomstick: Witches cannot stride over a broomstick. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 344.)
Vide Broom above.

Brother: Three married brothers should not dwell in the same town. (Jew. Enc., Vol. IX,
p. 600, quoting SEFER HASIDIM, p. 33; cf. Deut. xxv. 5.) This probably accounts for
the roving propensities of the Jews.

Brownie: A benevolent spirit or goblin of shaggy appearance, supposed to haunt old
houses, especially farm-houses in Scotland, and sometimes to perform useful house-
hold work while the family is asleep. (See HAZLITT, P. 79.)

“The brownie formed a class of beings, distinct in habit and disposition from the freak-
ish and mischievous elves.”—SCOTT, Ministr. Bord.

Brunhilde: In the Nibelungenlied, a young and stalwart queen, a Valkyrie, whom
Siegfried, making himself invisible by means of the Tarnkappe, wins and tames for
Gunther. When she learns of this deception from Siegfried’s wife, Kriemhild, she
induces Hagen to treacherously murder Siegfried by stabbing him at the back between
the shoulders, the only part where he was vulnerable.

Brunnehilde: In the “Ring of the Nibelungen,” a Valkyrie who aids Siegmund against the
will of Wotan (Wodan), and is placed in a fire-guarded stronghold. She sleeps there
until awakened by Siegfried, upon whose pyre she eventually immolates herself.

Brushwood: The Khonds place brushwood in the paths leading to places decimated by
smallpox and other diseases, in the hope of making the disease-demon retrace his
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steps. (Enc. Brit., Vol. VIII, p. 6. Ethnologie du Bengale, p.132.)

Brynhild: In the Volsunga Saga, a Valkyrie who for having disobeyed Odin, was con-
demned to become mortal, and was placed in an enchanted castle. Sigurd wakes her
from her sleep and they fall mutually in love. She is, however, married to Gunnar.
Brynhild procures the death of Sigurd, slays herself with the same sword, and is burnt
on the same pyre.

Bubak: In Bohemian superstition, it is a kind of spirit, whose name is very frequently
mentioned to frighten children. cf. Bogey, Bumann, Biasd na Srogaig.

Bubble: A group of bubbles on a cup of tea or coffee signifies money. (Great Britain;
Memoirs of the American Folk Lore Society, Vol. IV, p. 87.)

Bucket: It is unlucky to come across an empty bucket on first going out, but lucky to
pass a full one. (General Jew. Enc., Vol. IX, p. 600.)

Bug: Bugs never infest a dying person (LEAN, Vol. II, p. 579.)
Vide Flea, Vermin.

Bugarik: The Garos of Assam believe this to be a lovely siren, whose head floats on
the current. She has the body and arms of a woman, but no legs. She is supposed to
kill women and men too, if she can catch them. (A. PLAYFAIR, The Garos; Ethnologie
du Bengale, p. 99). cf. Mermaid, Nixie, Siren, Lorelei, Alrinach.

Building: If during the building of a house someone accidentally dies, it is a sign that
many deaths will occur in the house. (STRACKERJAN, VOI. 1, p. 35.)

To dream of an unfinished building denotes future prospects for you, though the pres-
ent may seem black.

If a house be newly built, the owner thereof will shortly die (GOODRICH-FREER,
Folklore, Xlll, 52; LE BRAZ, Vol. |, p. 157.)

Houses in which someone has been burnt to death are not rebuilt. (CURTIN, Tales of
the Fairies, p. 113.)

(See Word-Lore, Vol. I, p. 195.)

Bulbul Hezar: Muham. Myth. A nightingale which not only had human speech, but was
oracular also. (BURTON, Alif laila wa laila, LANE.) cf, Bangma.

Bulderbasse: The Danish name for a Poltergeist.
Bull: According to the Moslems, a bull supports the earth on its back.

Bulla: An ornament, worn by Roman children, which contained charms and was origi-
nally intended to ward off ghostly anger.
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Bullet: “Among the Galelareese, who inhabit a district in the northern part of
Halmahera, a large island to the west of New Guinea, it is a maxim that when you are
loading your gun to go out shooting, you should always put the bullet in your mouth
before you insert it in the gun; for by so doing you practically eat the game that is to be
hit by the bullet, which therefore cannot possibly miss the mark.” (FRAZER, G.B., Vol.
1, p. 25, quoting M. J. VAN BAARDA, “Fabelen, verhalen en overleveningen der
Galelareezen” in “Bijdragen tot de Taal, Land . . . en Volkenkunde van nederlandsch
Indié, XLV (1895), P. 502.)

Bullkater: “Tom-cat”; is a German field-spirit.
Bullock: If a woman dreams of a bullock, it warns her of a powerful enemy.

Bumann: In German children’s superstition, it is a bogey of an indefinite nature.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 422.) cf. Bogey, Bubak, Biasd na Srogaig.

Bur: Babyl. Myth. Another name for Adad.
Buri: Norse Myth. The progenitor of the gods, licked out of the stones by Audhumla.

Burial: Male and female slaves were buried alive with the dead headsmen of various
African tribes to administer to his wants in the spirit world. (HAGGARD, Nada the Lily,
p. 166.) This practice is, in the opinion of some authors, still in vogue among the
Chavas of the Zambesi district.

In the foundations of houses, towns, cities, etc., people were once buried alive in
Teutonic countries. (GRIMM, Deut. Myth., 2 Aufl., pp. 38 etc., 1095; TETTAU UND
TEMME, Volkssagen, p. 109); in Siam (Enc. Rel. Eth., Art. “Siam”) ; among the Slavs
(cf. the legend of the Kremlin Palace in Moscow); in France (BERENGER-FERAUD); in
India (see Yak, Yaksha); in Wallachia (ST. JOHN, Legends of the Christian East, p.
187). See also Word Lore, Vol. |, p. 195; FRAZER, G. B., Vol. |, p. 145; SCHMIDT, Das
Volksleben der Neugriechen, pp. 194 seq.; ELWORTHY, E. E,, p. 82; BERTHOLET,
Transmigration Of Souls, p. 12 ; PROHLE in Zeitschr. f. deut. Myth., Vol. 1, p. 202. cf.
Sati, First Buried, Last Buried.

To dream of being buried signifies a serious fit of illiness.

Burning Ghats: They are the favourite haunts of many evil spirits and are therefore not
safe at night. (India.)

Buschweiber: The “Wild-maidens” or forest-spirits of German superstition.

Bush-asp: A Parsi demon with long hands, who lulls men to sleep and attacks them.
(VENIDAD, XVIII, 38.)

Busyasta: In Persian mythology it is the typification of inordinate sleep and sloth.
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Busiris: A legendary King of Egypt who sacrificed all strangers at the altars of the
Egyptian gods. He was slain by Hercules.

Butter: The first butter churned should not be sold or given away, but it should be eaten
at home; if this is not done the cow will not give any more milk. (Mecklenburg. WUTTK-
LE, p. 135 ; Bohemia.)

Stolen butter curess warts (g.v.). (N. and Q., 24-10-1925.)

Butterfly: If you do not kill the first butterfly you see in the year, some bad luck will
befall you (W. England. LEAN, Vol, I, p. 32.)

Butterflies are the souls of ancestors. (Ireland. RHYS, C.F,, p. 612.)

Butterflies flying by night presage death. (G. HENDERSON, Survivals in Belief among
the Celts, p. 79.)

Button: In America, superstitious women usually ascertain the profession of their future
husband by counting the buttons on their skirts and repeating the following verse

“A doctor, a lawyer, a merchant, a chief,

A rich man, a poor man, a beggar-man, a thief.”

—KNORTZ, P. 98.

Vide Doubit.

Butze: A German household spirit.

Bwgan: The Welsh generic name for ghosts.

C
Cabbage: Vide Full Moon, Moon Waxing.

Cacus: Rom. Myth. A thieving, crafty giant, a son of Vulcan. He was killed in his cave in
the Aventine by Hercules.

Cadmus: Gr. Myth. A son of Agenor, king of Phoenicia, founder of Thebes. He killed a
dragon, from whose teeth a host of armed men sprang up and fought each other, till all
but five were killed; later, these five became the ancestors of the Theban families.

Caesarian Operation: Babies brought into the world by this means are said to possess
extraordinary strength; also they are endowed with the power of seeing hidden treas-
ures and spirits. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, p. 156. cf. SHAKESPEARE, Macbeth, v. 7.)

Cage: If a maiden dreams that she has let the bird out of the cage, it is a sign that she
will be the mistress of the first man who chooses to ask her.

Cake: If you dream that you are making a cake, you will have joy and profit. Vide
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Wedding Cake.

Calcutta: There is a story: One of the first European settlers in India came to the place
now known under this name, and asked a native what the name of the place was.
Owing, however, to the bad pronunciation of the European who wished to say kya
kahta? (What is it called?), but said instead, kab kata (When did you cut?), the native
misunderstood him and thinking that he was referring to a tree that had recently been
felled, answered, kal kata (felled yesterday); hence the name.

Calf: Witches sometimes ride on calves. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, p. 84.)

Call: Calling a dead person three times in succession by his name, forces him to
appear and to lose his tranquillity in the spirit world (East Prussia); in Silesia, this holds
good only on Christmas Eve. (WUTTKE, p. 216.) Vide Death Omens.

Calliope: Gr Myth. The muse of epic poetry and eloquence, mother of Linos and
Orpheus. She is represented either with a tablet or with a roll of paper.

Callirhoé: Class. Myth. (i) Wife of Alcmaeon, and the cause, through covetousness, of
his death. (ii)) An ocean nymph, wife of Chrysaor.

Callisto: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Lycaon, king of Arcadia. She was changed by Juno into
a bear, in which shape she was killed by Artemis. Jupiter took her to Heaven and she
became the constellation Great Bear.

Calydonian Boar-Hunt: Gr. Myth. It was the pursuit by a band of heroes of the boar,
sent by Artemis to ravage Calydon. The boar was finally slain by Meleagor.

Calypso: Gr. Myth. A sea-nymph who kept Odysseus (Ulysses) in her island, Ogygia,
for seven years.

Camel: Arabs sacrificed camels on the grave of the owner (BERTHOLET, p. 12 cf. ibid.
p. 22 ; MACDONNEL, Vedic Mythology, p. 165; Handbook to the Ethnographical
Collections of the British Museum, 1910, p. 33, fig. 30.) cf. Burial, Horse, Sati.

Camphor: Vide Adultery.

Canace’s Mirror: It indicated by its lustre if the person, whom the inspector loved, was
true or false. cf. Bahman’s Knife, Sophia’s Picture, Florimel’s Girdle, Ring Beytha’s
Emerald.

Candle: To have three candles burning at the same time in a room is unlucky. (Great
Britain.)

In Ireland, twelve candles are kept alight around a dead body because otherwise the
devil may carry the soul away. Evil spirits cannot cross a circle of fire. (LADY WILDE,
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p. 118.)

A film of tallow, called a “winding sheet,” shot from the top of a lighted candle, gives
warning to the house of an approaching death.

A candle burning with two distinct flames is, in parts of Germany, an omen of an
approaching death; in Austria, Silesia, Hesse, Tyrol and Swabia, this is a sign of a let-
ter. (WUTTKE, p. 37.)

If you dream of a candle burning brightly, you will receive a pleasing letter from your
sweetheart.

Candle Glowing: Virgins have the power of blowing into flame a candle still glowing.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 90; GRIMM, Deutsche Rechtsalterthumer, 1828, pp. 932-
933.) cf. Light.

Cane: “Salonica schoolboys hold that a hair stretched across the palm of the hand will
make the master’s cane split. English schoolboys entertain an identical belief in a hair,
but it must be a horse hair. ‘If the hair be plucked fresh from the tail of a living horse so
much the better.” (ABBOTT, p. 301, quoting T. PARKER WILSON, “School
Superstitions” in Royal Magazine, September, 1901.)

Cannon-ball: The Chinese fire cannon-balls at the bore in Canton river, while some
shoot arrows. (BASSETT, p. 23, quoting DENNYS.)

Canopic jars: The four jars containing the principal intestines of a deceased person and
buried with the mummy.

Canwyll Cyrph: Welsh name for Corpse Candles.

Cards: During a game of cards, the devil sits under the table, and if any of the party
swears, up jumps the devil behind him, tail and hoofs and all. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |,
p. 262.)

Carpo: Gr. Myth. One of the Heures (q.v.).

Carrying: It is unlucky to carry anything out of a house on Christmas morning until
something has been brought in. (RAGNER.)

Cassia tree: High medicinal virtues are attributed to the leaves and barks of the cassia
tree. (China. MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., p. 101.)

Cassiopeia: Gr. Myth. She boasted that her beauty was equal to that of the Nereids. As
a punishment, Poseidon afflicted the land with floods and a devouring monster, which
was afterwards slain by Perseus. Vide Andromeda.

Castor: One of the Dioscuri (g.v.).
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Cat: If a domestic cat washes herself, visitors will come. (Alsace. LAMBS, p 31.)

Cats on the deck of a ship are said to “carry a gale of wind in their tail,” or to presage a
coming storm.

When cats are very assiduous in cleaning their heads and ears, it prognosticates rain
(HAZLITT, p. 96 ; ABBOTT, p. 110) ; or it indicates the point of the compass from which
wind is expected (Greece. LAWSON, p. 328).

The sneezing of a cat indicates good luck for a bride.

If a cat sneezes thrice, a cold will run through the family (Great Britain).

If a cat crosses your path, ill luck will follow you (Germany, Bohemia); a cat cleaning
herself denotes guests (North and Central Germany. WUTTKE, p. 32).

Satan’s favourite form is that of a black cat, hence it is the familiar of witches. (General;
ENNEMOSER, Hist. Mag., Vol. Il, p. 148.)

A cat has nine lives.

Whoever kills a cat will never have good luck (Macedonia, ABBOTT, p. 110; Malay
Peninsula, SKEAT, Malay Magic, p. 191).

In Teutonic countries a cat or a dog was made to run into a new house before others
entered it, as a precaution against possible accidents (GRIMM, Deut. Myth. pp. 972,
1,095).

Black cats bring luck.

A strange tortoiseshell cat coming into the house is unlucky. (Great Britain).

Tom-cats of a tortoiseshell colour are highly prized in Japan as a preventive against
shipwreck. (CHAMBERLAIN, Ger, tr. P. 207); or they bring luck to the owner (England).
There is a Hungarian proverb that a cat does not die in water, hence its paws disturb
the surface. “The cat in folklore is commonly diabolical, and in the bag of proverbs has
probably a diabolical allusion. The popular idea that she has nine lives, expresses its
mystic character.” (GUBERNATIS, Z.M., Vol. Il, pp. 64 seq.)

A cat jumping over a dead body causes vampirism. (Greece. LAWSON, p. 410.) If a
man dreams of a cat, and the cat scratches him, his sweetheart is a spiteful termagant;
if a woman dreams the same, she has a rival.

Vide Dogs, Shingles.

Caterpillar: These will be plentiful if you go into the garden on a Good Friday. (WUT-
TKE, p. 18.)

Catherine, St.: She resolves doubts.

Catseye: It is considered by the Cingalese as a charm against witchcraft and to be the
abode of some genii.

Cattle: To dream of cattle portends money. (U.S.A. KNORTZ, p. 21.)
Excessive lowing of cattle indicates much rain or snowfall. (INWARDS, p. 153 ;
ABBOTT, p. 111.)

Caul: Children born with a caul are lucky; they cannot be drowned (Great Britain,
BRAND, Observations, Vol. lll, p. 114; Times, 20-2-1813, 27-2-1813, 8-5-1848;

Page 46



HAZLITT, p. 99; ABBOTT, p. 139), and they are impregnable to the machinations of evil
spirits. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, p. 127.)

Celaeno: One of the Harpies (q.v.).

Celestial Fox: Chinese Folklore. It is of a golden colour and possesses nine tails; it
serves in the halls of the Sun and the Moon, and is versed in all the secrets of nature.
(MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., p. 65.)

Cemetery: A handful of earth taken from a cemetery, and thrown at a mill will stop its
motion. (GREGOR, p. 216.)

Centaurs : Gr. Myth. A race of savage beings, said to have lived in Thessaly. They
were exterminated in a furious battle by the Lapithes. Poets have regarded them as
monsters, half human and half horse.

Cerberus: Class. Myth. A dog, described by Hesiod as fifty-headed, and by later writers
as three-headed, with a serpent’s tail and serpents about his body, guarding the
entrance of the infernal regions. cf. Garm.

Ceres : Rom. Myth. Daughter of Saturn and Cybele, the Latin goddess of agriculture.
She was later identified with the Greek Demeter. Vide Corn Spirit.

Chair: If three chairs be accidentally placed in a row, a death will occur either in the
house or in the family. (Ohio.)

Chakora: A kind of partridge; a fabulous bird, supposed to live upon the beams of the
moon. (Dowson, H.C.D., p. 65.) cf. Manucodiata.

Chameleon: They are believed to live on air only. (HAZLITT, p. 101.)
“Excellent, i’ faith, of the chameleon’s dish: | eat the air . . . “ SHAKESPEARE: Hamlet,
Act Ill, Scene 2.

Chamunda: Hindu Myth. An emanation of the goddess Durga, sent forth from her fore-
head to encounter the demons Chanda and Munda. (Dowson, H.C.D., p. 65.)

Chanda, Chandi: Hindu Myth. The goddess Durga, especially in the form she assumed
for the destruction of the Asura called Mahisha. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 66.) Chandi
means “the fierce.” Vide Devi, Kali, Durga.

Chandra-kanta: “The moon-stone”; a gem or stone, supposed to be formed from the
congelation of the rays of the moon. It is believed to exercise a cooling influence.
(DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 68.)

Change of Address: To take a cat with you, when you are changing your lodgings is
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unlucky; it denotes a death. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 49.)

Before changing your address, you should take some bread, salt and a broom into the
new one; this would be a safeguard against possible starvation. (Mark. —WUTTKE, p.
176.)

It is well to let a cat or dog run in before entering a new house. (GRIMM, D.M., pp. 972,
1095.)

Changeling: A child, usually stupid and ugly, supposed to have been left by fairies in
exchange for one taken (HARTLAND, Science of Fairy Tales); sometimes, it is an old
fairy (KUHN UND SCHWARZ, p. 92; WOLF, Beitrage, Vol. Il, p. 304); or the bastard
children of water-nixies and human beings whom they have dragged under the sea.

Chang Sien: Chin. Myth. A divinity worshipped by women desirous of offspring
(MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., p. 10.)

Chapel: Sardinian sailors obtained a good breeze by sweeping a chapel after Mass,
and blowing the dust from it after departing ships. (BASSETT, p. 143.)

Charlemagne, Emperor: He is believed to be reposing to this day within a mountain
near Salzburg, in Austria. cf. Holgar the Dane, Arthur King, Barbarossa.

Charon: Class. Myth. Son of Erebus and Nox, whose duty it is to ferry the souls of the
dead over the Styx (g.v.).

Charontas: Another form of Charos.

Charos: In Modern Greek superstition it is the name of Charon. He is represented as a
demon of supernatural size and power, is enveloped in a black mantle and is equipped
with a golden sword and a quiver full of arrows.

He is the personification of death. (GOETHES WERKE, Bibl. Inst., Leipzig, p. 293;
LAWSON, p. 98.)

Chastity: St. Susan protects chastity. Vide Bees, Salt Cellar, Canace’s Mirror, Drinking
Horn, Florimel’s Girdle, Mantle, Sophia’s Picture, Boar’s Head, Water of Jealousy, Light
Dying, Candle Glowing, Grotto of Ephesus, Alasnam’s Mirror, Amethyst.

Che: A plant of supernatural growth and auspicious omen. (MAYER, Chin. Read. Man.,
p. 20.) cf. Assides, Chikuli, Tulsi.

Chederles: Muham. Myth. A Moslem hero who, like St. George, saved a virgin exposed
to the tender mercies of a huge dragon. He also drank of the Water of Immortality and
is still living to render aid in war to any who invoke him.

Chemise: If a man dries himself on a chemise which has already been worn, he is sure
to propose marriage to the owner of the article. (For a possible explanation vide

Page 48



Perspiration.)

Cherry Tree: To dream of the branch of a cherry tree is unlucky. (STRACKERJAN, Vol.
I, p. 72; U.S.A., KNORTZ, p. 43.)

Cherub: (pl. Cherubim). Muham. Myth. They are angels who are absorbed in the holi-
ness of Allah; their function is to repeat the tasbih (Glory to God!) night and day.
They inhabit a secluded part of the sky, removed from the attacks of the devil, Iblis

(g.v.).

Chestnut: Chestnuts kept in one’s pocket are a good preventative against backaches.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 85.)

Chichi Vache: “Sorry cow,” a monster that fed on good women only. It was all skin and
bone, because its food was so extremely rare. (BREWER, R.H.) cf. Unicorn.

Chikuli: It is a kind of cactus which grows in Mexico, and is superstitiously believed by
the American Indians, to bring luck to anyone who carries it in his belt. The wearer is
not only protected from the attacks of bears, but deer and other game allow them-
selves to be killed by him. (Prager Tagblatt, 21st April, 1925.) cf. Assides, Tulsti, Che.

Child: St. Germayne is the patron saint for children, but unless the mothers bring a
white loaf and a pot of good ale, he will not look at them.

A dying child may be released from death’s grasp, if nominally sold by the parents to
some friend for a shekel; a change of name may also serve the same end. (Jews—
Jew. Enc., Vol. IV, p. 486.)

Children cannot be born till the tide comes in. Vide Stepping over a child, First-born
Children.

Childbed: Women in childbed must not spin, lest they spin a halter for the child.
(Franken—WUTTKE, p. 196.) (For various superstitions see PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol. Il,
pp. 354 et seq.)

Chimera: Gr. Myth. A monster, represented as vomiting flames and having the head of
a lion, the body of a goat and the tail of a dragon. He was killed by Bellerophon.

Chimney: They are the favourite entrances and exits of witches and all evil spirits. (Cf.
WUTTKE, p. 171.)

Chimney Sweep: It is lucky to meet a chimney sweep the first thing in the morning.
(Great Britain, France, Germany, Bohemia).

Chinta-mani: “The wish-gem.” A jewel which is supposed to have the power of granting
all desires. It is said to have belonged to Brahma, who himself is called by this name. It
is also named “Divya-ratna.” (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 72.) cf. Aladin’s Wonderful Lamp.
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Chira-jivan: “Ever-lived.” Gods or deified mortals who live for long periods.
Chiron: Gr. Myth. A Centaur, tutor of Achilles and other heroes.

Chitra-lekha: Hindu Myth. “A picture.” A nymph who was skilled in painting and in the
magic arts.

Chlvnik: A Russian household spirit who lives in the cattleshed.

Choking: Vide Hiccough.

Cholera: In cases of epidemics of this disease, Obla Bibi is invoked by the Hindus.
Cholera can be detected by throwing up in the air a piece of raw meat, which will
immediately turn black. (Great Britain.)

To cure cholera, people sleep in churchyards. (Australia.)

Chomoriri: A lake in Tibet. According to a story, it derived its name from a woman
(Chomo), who was carried into it by the yak she was riding, and cried out in terror ri-ri!

Choorail: The Moslems of India designate the ghost of a pregnant woman by this
name.

Chopstick: To break the chopsticks while eating is an extremely bad omen; if children
strike anything with their chopsticks while at meal, they are believed to be struck dumb.
(Japan.—GRIFFIS, M.E., p. 470.)

Christmas: Lights are kept burning all night on this day, in order that the spirits of the
dead returning to the world, may warm themselves. (East Prussia. —WUTTKE, p. 216.)
Vide Xmas.

Christopher, St.: Vide Bad Dreams, Earthquake, Flood, Fire, Night Alarms.

Chronos: Class. Myth. The name of the oldest god.

Chrysaor: Gr. Myth. Son of Poseidon and Medusa, husband of Callirho&, by whom he
was the father of Geryon and Echidna.

Chunsu: Egypt. Myth. A moon-god and god of healing. The chief seat of his worship
was Thebes where he formed one of the Triad, the other two being Mut (g.v.) and
Amon-Ra (g.v.). He was son of Amon-Ra.

Church: To dream of a church and the altar and priests in white denotes a speedy mar-
riage.
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Church bell: When church bells are ringing for a funeral service, nothing must be
eaten, lest the teeth become hollow. (Mark, Hessen.—WUTTKE, p. 214.)

Churchyard: All churchyards are haunted. (Cf, HAZLITT, p. 129.)

Churel: In the Deccan, it is the spirit of a pregnant woman, one dying on the day of
childbirth or within the puerperal pollution. The Churel is particularly malignant to her
own family and appears in various forms, but she invariably has her heels in front and
toes behind. (CROOKE, P.R.I., Vol. |, p. 270.)

Cinder: A cinder bounding from a fire is either a purse or a coffin; those which rattle,
when held to the ear, are tokens of wealth; those which are mute and solid, indicate
sickness or death.

Cigar: If you step on a cigar end, you will marry the first man you meet. (Salem,
Mass.—BERGEN, C.S., p. 65.)

Cigarette: If you light three cigarettes with the same match, one of the persons smok-
ing will die before the year is out (Europe).

Circasea Lutetiana: It is considered in Silesia, Hessen and Hunsbruck, to have great
magical properties and is a safeguard against witchcraft. (WUTTKE, p. 90.)

Circe: Gr. Myth. A famous enchantress who transformed Ulysses’ (g.v.) companions
into pigs.

Circle: A circle drawn round a person keeps ghosts and evil spirits away, hence it has
always borne an important share in occult purposes. (Cf. STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, p.
154; Vol. Il, p. 17; GOETHE: Faust; DALYELL, Dark. Sup., p. 120.)

Cirein Crdin: The sea-serpent of Celtic superstition was the largest animal in the world.
(CAMPBELL: Sup. Of Scot. Highl., p. 220.)

“Seven herrings are a salmon’s fill,

Seven salmons are a seal’s fill,

Seven seals, are a whale’s fill,

Seven whales are the fill of a Cirein Croin

And seven Girein Crdin are the fill of the big devil

himself.” —Caithness Rhyme.

City of Giants: The Arabs call Jericho, in Palestine, by this name. (Jew. Enc., Vol. V, p.
659.)

Claire, St.: She cures bad eyes.

Claw: Tigers’ claws are worn by the Chinese to ensure good fortune or to ward off sick-
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ness, fire or fright. (WILLIAMS, Mid. King., Vol. Il, p. 256.)

Cleverness : Extremely clever children will be short-lived. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. I, p.
35.) Vide Angel.

Climbing: If you dream you are climbing and reach the top, you will have success in
love.

Clinking: The clinking of spoons on All Hallows’ Eve indicates that the spirits of dead
relatives are hungry. (Tyrol. —WUTTKE, p. 216.)

Clock : Clocks stop the moment the owner dies. (LEAN, Vol. I, p. 590.)

Clio: Gr. Myth. The Muse of history. She is represented either as sitting down or as
standing, and either with a roll of papers in her hand or with a case of books beside
her.

Clootie : The Scotch name of the Devil.

Clootie’s Croft: In Scotland a piece of village land, left untilled and uncropped by the
inhabitants of most villages. It is traditional that such pieces were set apart as propitia-
tory qifts to the Devil. (WEBSTER.)

Clothes: To put on clothes inside out by accident, is sure to bring good luck, if not
changed (Great Britain, CHAMBERS, Book of Days, Vol. Il, p. 321; Macedonia,
ABBOTT, p. 144) or it indicates that you will be lucky in love (Bohemia).

To stitch clothes on your person means a foe for every stitch you make (Great Britain,
U.S.A.—KNORTZ, p. 99), or that you will die (Great Britain). Vide Coffin.

Clotho: Gr. Myth. The goddess who spins the thread of life.
Vide Fates.

Cloud: If clouds assume the form of droves of sheep or lambs at the time a baby is
born, it prognosticates good luck for the newly-born. (Swabia. —WUTTKE, p. 30.)

If you dream of clouds, and they are white, you will have joy and prosperity; but if they
are black, trouble.

Cloven Hoof: In the superstitions of various nations, the cloven hoof is supposed to be
a constant attribute of the devil and his followers.

Clover: Vide Four-leaved Clover.
Clover Mannikin: It was a Teutonic field-spirit who lived in the clover fields.

Cluricaune: Irish Lore. A fairy being having the appearance of a tiny old man, supposed
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to have a knowledge of buried treasures, and to haunt wine-cellars (CROKER.)
Clymene: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Oceanus, mother of Atlas and Prometheus.

Clytemnestra: Gr. Myth. Half-sister of Helen and wife of Agamemnon. Owing to her infi-
delity during Agamemnon’s absence she was slain by Orestes.

Clytie: Class. Myth. An ocean nymph, who pined away for love of Apollo and was
changed into a heliotrope.

Coach: In Kilcurry, Ireland, a dead coach is a spectral coach drawn by four headless
horses and driven by a headless driver. This coach goes about noiselessly, and gives
warning of death, but not necessarily of the person seeing it. (JONES and YEATS,
Folklore, X, pp. 199, 122; CROFTON CROKER, Fairy Legends, p. 250.)

In Cornwall, the appearance of this coach foretells the death of the person seeing it. It
is driven by two headless horses, and its rumbling noise may be heard at midnight.
(MISS COURTNEY, Cornish Folklore, “Folklore Journal,” Vol. V, p. 109.)

Coal: A piece of coal kept in one’s pocket brings luck. (Great Britain.)

It is unlucky to give a neighbour a live coal to kindle a fire with on Christmas morning.
(RAGNER.)

If you dream of burning coal, you will have shame and reproach, but if of dead coal,
expedition in business.

Coblyn: A Welsh modification of Goblin; it is used to denote spirits that are thought to
haunt the mines.

Cobra: According to the Hindus, the hood of a cobra bears the imprint of the foot of
Krishna. Vide Kaliya.

Cobweb: If a girl finds a cobweb on the door, it is a sign that her beau calls elsewhere.
(North Ohio.—BERGEN, C.S., p. 62.)
A cobweb in the kitchen is a sign that there is no courting there. (Boston. Ib.)

Cock: A black cock brings luck (Silesia.—WUTTKE, p. 176.)

The crowing of a cock before midnight is a sign of death; if heard however, on the way
to business, it denotes good luck. (Great Britain.)

The Persians are superstitious respecting the crowing of a cock (MONIER, First
Journey through Persia, 1810, p. 62).

The favourable hours for the crowing of a cock are at nine, both in the morning and in
the evening, at noon, and at midnight.

If a cock crows in the afternoon, it is either a sign of great joy or of great sorrow (LE
BRAZ, Vol. 1, p. 6); if it crows three times at night, it is a sign of death (DEENEY,
Peasant Lore from Gaelic Ireland, pp. 55, 60, 78: N.E. Scotland-Folklore Journal, Vol.
VIII, p. 43; Wales—OWEN, p. 297.).
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The crowing of a cock before midnight is held in Macedonia to be a sign of death
(ABBOTT, p. 107 ; THOMAS HARDY, Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Ch. XXXIIl); in
Scotland, it is regarded as an indication of coming news. (CAMPBELL, Sup. Scot.
Highl., p. 257); amongst various African tribes such cocks are held as prognosticating
some dire misfortune, and are accordingly killed. (ELLIS, Ewe-speaking Peoples, p. 96;
TREMEARNE, Hausa Superstitions and Customs, p. 141.)

Vide Alectryon, Basilisk, Bazalicek, Dragon, Lion, Fire.

Cockatrice: Another name for a Basilisk (SHAKESPEARE, Rape of Lucrece, 78.)

Cockchafer: If the first cockchafer seen be stitched in a piece of cloth and worn as an
amulet, it will be a safeguard against attacks of fever. (Koéten, Silesia. —WUTTKE, p.
95.)

Coeyte: Gr. Myth. A river in Hades.
Coeus: Gr. Myth. A Titan.
Coffee: Coffee drunk cold promotes beauty.

Coffin: To lie inside a coffin, though in fun, is to invite certain death.

If the clothes of a living person be enclosed in a coffin, their rightful owner will die as
the clothes gradually rot away. It is for this reason, that people are afraid of giving away
discarded clothes to the poor. (Holstein, Saxony, Silesia, Hessen, Mecklenburg.—WUT-
TKE, pp. 83, 211.)

The noise of a coffin being deposited at the door is an omen of death. (GREGOR, p.
203.)

Coin: In Tyrol, coins found during a storm of rain are considered to have been dropped
from heaven, and are used as amulets for luck. (WUTTKE, p. 96.)

To find a coin with a hole in it, is entremely lucky; such coins should never be given
away. (Great Britain.—LEAN, Vol. I, p. 34; India.)

Colic: St. Erasmus relieves colic.
To cure colic stand on your head for a quarter of an hour (HUNT), or carry a hare’s foot
on your person (PEPYS’ Diary, 31, Xll, 1664).

Comb : If a comb which has been used for a dead person, be used again, the person
who combs his hair with it will shortly die. (East Prussia. —WUTTKE, p. 214.)

If you comb a child before it has teethed, its teeth will be separated from each other
like those of the comb. (FRAZER, G.B., Vol. 1, p. 44.)

Constipation: This may be cured by means of stolen bacon (q.v.).

Consumption: It may be cured by sleeping over a cow-house or by sucking the blood of
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a person in health (LEAN, Vol. Il, p. 489).

Comet: The Samoan Islanders hold that the appearance of a comet always indicates
the death of a chief. (PRICHARD, Phys. Hist. of Mankind, Il, p. 154.)

The appearance of a comet prognosticates war, pestilence, famine, destruction of the
world or some other grievous calamity. (WUTTKE, p. 30; STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, p. 23;
LEHMANN, Aberglaube und Zauberei.— Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Spain,
Netherlands, etc.)

Conch-shell: The conch-shell is sacred to Vishnu. It is the bone of the demon
Panhchajana, who, according to the Vishnu Purana (V. 21), “lived in the form of a
conchshell under the ocean. Krishna plunged into the water, killed him, took the shell
which constituted his bones, and afterwards used it for a horn. When sounded, it fills
the demon hosts with dismay, animates the gods, and annihilates unrighteousness.”

Consus: Rom. Relig. An early ltalian god of the earth and its harvests.

Coral: Coral is a talisman against enchantments, witchcraft, thunder and other perils
and all maladies; hence the use of a coral necklace. It was consecrated to Jupiter and
Phoebus.

Red coral wom about a person is a certain cure for indigestion.

A coral ring is used to keep off the influences of the sun. (CAMPBELL, Notes on the
Spirit Basis of Beliefs and Customs, Bomb., 1885, p. 69.)

Corn: To cure corns take a pearl button and steep it in the juice of a lemon in which it
will become dissolved; place a piece of lemon soaked in this on the corn, and repeat it
daily, or oftener if required, and it will extract the corn. (LEAN, Vol. Il, p. 491, quoting N.
IV.)

Cornelius, St.: Vide Epilepsy, Palsy.

Corn Spirit: Any of the various personifications, interpreted by folklorists, as represent-
ing the vegetative energy of growing grain, with which it flourishes and dies, also the
type to which these personifications conform. Many harvest customs are traced to the
ancient prevalence of this belief, while such deities as Ceres, Demeter and
Persephone are believed to have been the result of this form of superstition. (WEB-
STER.)

Comucopia: The horn of plenty. It was a goat’s horn filled to overflowing with flowers,
fruits and corn, etc., and was the symbol of plenty and peace.

Corpse: If a corpse becomes stiff too quickly after death, call him thrice by his Christian
name; the corpse will become pliable again. (Silesia. —WUTTKE, p. 210.)

Do not look at a corpse after it has been thrown overboard; if you do so, you will soon
follow the same path. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, p. 46.)
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Sailors do not like to have corpses on board the ship they are sailing in (Great Byttain).
“In a secret murther, if the dead carkasse be at any time thereafter handled by the mur-
therer, it will gush out of blood, as if the blood were crying to heaven for revenge of the
murtherer.” (KING JAMES, Daemonology, p. 136.) cf. Mummy; Dead Body.

Corpse Candles : A lambent flame seen in a churchyard or over a grave, and supersti-
tiously believed to appear as an omen of death in Celtic countries, or to indicate the
route of a coming funeral. (RHYS, C.F,, p. 275; HAZLITT, p. 88.)

“These fiery apparitions (corpse candles) which do, as it were, mark out the way for
corpses to their xxxxxxx and sometimes before the parties themselves fall sick.”—
AUBREY: Miscellanies (1696).

The ignis fatuus, called by the Welsh canwyll cyrph, prognosticates death. If small and
of a pale blue colour, it denotes the death of an infant; if large and yellow, the death of
a grown-up person.

In Wales the corpse candle appears to warn a family of an impending death. (OWEN,
pp. 298-301.)

In Carmarthen scarcely any person dies but someone sees his light or candle.
Captain Leather, Chief Magistrate of Belfast, in 1690, being shipwrecked off the Isle of
Man, was told that thirteen of his crew were lost, for thirteen corpse candles had been
seen moving towards the churchyard; it is really a fact that thirteen of the men were
drowned in this wreck. (cf. BASSETT, p. 317.)

Cosmos, St.: This saint cures blains.

Cotton: A piece of cotton sticking on a dress, denotes a letter the initial of the name of
the person from whom the letter is to come may be seen from the form of the cotton.

Cough: In India children affected with a cough are fanned with a broom. (JACKSON,
F.L.N.,, Vol. I, p. 149.)

Coupe enchantée: Vide Drinking Horn.

Courage: A man who is of a nervous temperament, can become courageous by carry-
ing the tongue of a fox with him (Bohemia—GROHMANN, p. 54), or by eating a piece
of a lion’s heart (Arabia—FRAZER, G.B., Vol. Il, p. 355.) Vide Pillow.

Cow: The cow is a sacred animal in India.
“Curst cows have curt horns.” (“Curst” means “Angry, fierce.”) Vide Death Omens.

Crab: In Siamese belief there are giant crabs, and great scorpions in the sea who drag
ships down. (BASSETT, p. 218.)

Cracking: Cracking of the finger joints when pulled, denotes that the owner is loved by
someone. (STRACKERJAN. Vol. |, p. 91.)
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Cradle: The child which sleeps in a cradle procured before its birth, will be short lived.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 44).

To rock an empty cradle brings evil or calamity to the child which sleeps therein later
on. (Great Britain.)

“Rock a cradle empty,

Babies will be plenty.”

—Peabody, Mass. (BERGEN, C.S., p. 24).

To dream of a cradle is a certain sign of marriage.

Cramp : Tying the garter round the left leg below the knee cures cramp.

Cramp may be avoided by using mole’s paws, or hare’s ankle-bone. (LEAN, Vol. II, p.
492.)

Vide Shibbeta, Eel, Slipper, Sheep.

Cream: To dream of cream being spilt on you denotes the infusion of some grace from
above.

Cremation Grounds: In Hindu superstition these are said to be the favourite haunts of
demons and witches. (TAWNEY, Katha-sarit-sagara, Vol. |, p. 159.)

Creon: Gr. Myth. Brother-in-law of OEdipus, who espoused the cause of Etiocles
against Polynices. He condemned Antigone to be buried alive for having performed
funeral rites over Polynices.

Cricket: Crickets in a house presage good fortune. (England, Cf. STRACKERJAN, Vol.
Il, p. 112), but if they suddenly forsake the house, it is a sign of an approaching death
or disaster. (LEAN, Vol. Il, p. 19, quoting Sir W. Jardine).

To kill a cricket is extremely unlucky.

Criminal: The spirits of executed criminals are said to become vampires,
Brahmadaityas and other kinds of malevolent ghosts.

Crocodile: Crocodiles are said to be reincarnations of murdered Brahmans, and are
therefore duly respected (cf. ELLIS, Ewe-speaking Peoples, p. 71).

Crocodiles are said to weep over a person’s head after they have devoured the body,
and then eat the head.

They moan and sigh like a person in distress in order to allure passers-by, and then
make them their prey.

Humming birds and lapwings will fearlessly enter the crocodiles’ mouth, and the crea-
tures will never injure them, because they pick their teeth.

Cronus: Gr. Myth. A Titan who dethroned his father and was in turn dethroned by his
son Zeus. He was a god of harvest and was identified by the Romans with Saturn.

Crop: Vide Moon, Spindle.
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Cross-eye: To meet a cross-eyed person of the opposite sex is lucky.

Cross Roads: Cross roads are the favourite meeting places of witches from all parts of
the world.

In Cornwall cross roads are avoided after nightfall. (Folklore Journal, V, 218.)

If you go to a cross road between eleven and twelve o’clock on Christmas day and lis-
ten, you will hear what most concerns you for the coming year (RAGNER).

“At cross roads, or in the neighbourhood of cemeteries, an animated corpse often lurks
watching for some unwary traveller whom it may be able to slay and eat.” (RALSTON,

Folk Tales of the Russians, p. 311.)

Crow: Many crows in the early morning foretell a gale (Tibet. —WADDELL, p. 135), if
they thereby gape at the sun, the weather will be hot and dry; but if they stalk at night-
fall into water, rain is at hand.

When crows forsake a wood in a flock, it is a sign of a famine.

A crow appearing to one on the left hand side is a good omen (HAZLITT, p. 51), or it
indicates some impending evil to the person; flying over a house and croaking thrice, it
foretells evil at hand to someone of the inmates.

If a crow flutters about the window and caws or sits down (Bohemia), it forebodes a
death.

The croaking of a crow indicates rain (HAZLITT, p. 51.).

“One crow—sorrow,

Two crows—mirth,

Three crows—wedding,

Four crows—birth. “

—Maryland (KNORTZ, p. 134).

A crow cawing on the chimney gives warning of a death in the family. (Macedonia.—
ABBOTT, p. 108.)

Several crows fluttered about the head of Cicero on the day he was murdered by
Popilius Laenas; one of them even made its way into his chamber, and pulled away the
bedclothes.—MACAULAY: History of St. Hilda, p. 176. cf. Blackbird, Raven.

Crucifix: Evil spirits are afraid of the crucifix it is therefore a powerful charm against
them. (Christian Countries.)

In Serbia if a pregnant woman kisses the crucifix her child will be epileptic. (PLOS, Das
Weib, Vol. 1, p. 617.)

cf. Rosary, Beads, Qor’an, Prayer Book.

Cruelty: The spirits of those who have been cruel during their lifetime, can find no
peace in death, but must return to earth as ghosts.

Crumb: The crumbs saved up on three Christmas Eves are good to give as a physic to
one who is disappointed (RAGNER).
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Crust: The first crust from a loaf of bread must not be given away, but should be eaten
at home; if this is not done, you will be in need (Bohemia).

Crying: If a sick person cries, it is a sign that he will recover from his illness. (WUTTKE,
p. 43 ; WOLF, Beitrage, Vol. Il, p. 368.)

One must not cry before at least three hours have passed since the death of a person,
otherwise the hellhounds may be attracted by the noise and devour the soul before it
has had time to reach the throne of God. (LADY WILDE, pp. 118, 214.)

Crystal: Crystal induces visions, promotes sleep and ensures pleasant dreams. It is
dedicated to the moon; in metallurgy it stands for silver.

Cuckold: Vide Mantle, Boar’s Head, Drinking Horn.

Cuckoo: The same superstition as with the swallow (qg.v.) in prevalent in Silesia,
Bavaria, Mark and Swabia.

If you hear the first cuckoo in spring, you will have luck all the year round (Great
Britain, Bohemia).

In Celtic superstition the cuckoo is said to have its winter dwelling underground.
(CAMPBELL, Sup. of Scot. Highl., p. 5.)

Cuckoos lay their eggs in other birds’ nests. (Alsace.—LAMBS, p. 31.)

If you hear a cuckoo in your dream, your sweetheart will prove to be a coquette.
A cuckoo calling on the top of a house or on the chimney presages death. (LADY
WILDE, p. 318; CAMPBELL, Ob. Cit., p. 35.)

Cuichi supai: The Indians of Ecuador call the rainbow (qg.v.) by this name. It is said to
be a demon that makes women pregnant. (KARSTEN, Ind. Trib. Ecuad., p. 70.)
cf. Incubus, Succubus, Jhoting, Tululu Supai.

Cup: Vide Accidental upsetting of a cup.

Cupid: Rom. Myth. The god of love. He is represented as a little naked boy with bow
and arrows. He shoots people with his darts and they immediately fall love-sick.

If you dream of Cupid breaking his dart, your love will change; but if he breaks his bow,
you will remain a spinster all vour life. cf. Kama, Venus.

Curetes: Gr. Myth. Earth-born demons, attendants upon Rhea, who, when she gave
the infant Zeus into their charge, executed a wild dance and thus concealed the child’s
presence from Cronus (q.v.).

Curing diseases by transferring them to other things: See E. B. TYLOR, Primitive
Culture, Vol. Il, pp. 136 etc.; DALYELL, Dark. Sup., pp. 105-111; FRAZER, G.B., Vol.
[, pp. 18 sqq.; BLACK, Folk Medicine, pp. 34-48.

Curse: The curse of a dying man, of a Brahmin (Hindus), or that of a beggar (Jews of
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Byelostock and Kiev) is effective.

Cuttlefish: Cuttlefish with their many legs, swimming on the top of the water and striv-
ing to be above the waves presage a storm. (BRAND, Observations, Vol. lll, p. 291.)

Cwn y Wybr: The Welsh name for “dogs that haunt the air.”

Cybele: The great nature goddess of the ancient people of Anatolia. She was the deifi-
cation of the earth as sustaining and reproducing the wild life of nature. She was
thought to haunt mountains and forest fastnesses, accompanied by trains of wild atten-
dants bearing torches and dancing to music.

Cyclops: Class. Myth. One of a race of giants having but one eye in the middle of the
forehead, fabled to inhabit Sicily, and in later traditions supposed to assist in the work-
shops of Hephwstus (Vulcan) under Mt. Etna. According to Homer, they were shep-
herds.

Cycnus: Gr. Myth. Son of Stenelus, king of Liguria, and friend of Phaeton. He was
changed into a swan and placed among the stars.

Cyhiraeth: In Wales it is a kind of dreadful and doleful moan in the night proceeding
from an inviaible source. It is a “spectral female used to be oftener heard than seen;
but her blood-freezing shriek was as a rule to be heard when she came to a cross road
or to water, in which she splashed with her hands. . . . These cries meant the
approaching death of the hearer’s husband, wife, or child as the case might be; but if
the scream was inarticulate it was reckoned probable that the hearer himself was the
person foremourned.” (RHYS, C.F., p. 453; BASSETT, p. 317.) cf. Death Warnings,
Death Omens.

D

Daedalus : Class. Myth. An Athenian architect, who built the Labyrinth of Crete. He was
cast into the Labyrinth, but escaped with his son Icarus, by flying through the air with
artificial wings, of which he was the inventor. Daedalus reached Sicily in safety, but his
son Icarus flew too near the sun; the wax on the wings melted, he fell and was
drowned in the sea.

Dagan: Babyl. Myth. God of the earth. He was identified with Bel (g.v.) and was wor-
shipped as early as the ninth century B.C.

Dagda: Celtic Myth. A Gaelic god, perhaps of earth, famous as a warrior, harpist and

eater of porridge. He was king of the Tuatha de Danann (q.v.) after their defeat by the
Milesians.
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Dagger: To dream of daggers denotes hot contest with others.

Daikoku: Jap. Myth. A god of luck (g.v.), who stands on a bale of rice and is accompa-
nied by a rat.

Daini: In Bengal this word signifies a witch. The line of demarcation between a Daini
and a Dakini is extremely fine (see Ethnologle du Bengale, p. 95).

Daitya: Hindu Myth. Titans, descendants of Diti by Kasyapa. A race of demons and
giants who warred against the gods and interfered with sacrifices. They were in turn
victorious and vanquished. (Dowson, H.C.D., p. 76.)

In later Indian mythology, they were evil beings and deadly foes of the gods.

Dakini: In Indian superstition it is a female spirit of a malicious nature.

Dakinis are of two kinds: human and ghostly. Girls born on the second, seventh and
twelfth day of a month are human dakinis. They cause the death of their husbands, and
their evil eve injures all things and individuals that come under its influence. Women
who die in childbirth become dakinis. A ghostly dakini dresses in fine clothes, and
decks her person with ornaments; but she does not cover her back, which is horrible. It
is so frightful that anyone happening to see it dies of horror. They trouble only women.
They are said to live with men who gradually become emaciated, and ultimately die
within about six months. They cause cattle to yield blood instead of milk. They live
upon the flesh of corpses, can assume any form, or swell or shrink their body at will;
their feet are reversed. They haunt trees, cemeteries, deserted tanks, cross roads,
mines and other desolate places. (JACKSON, F.L.N., Vol. |, p. 152 ; Ethnologie du
Bengale, p. 95).

Damkina : Assyro-Babyl. Myth. Consort of Ea.

Danaé: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Acrisius, king of Argos, and mother of Perseus by Zeus.
Danaides: Gr. Myth. They were the fifty daughters of Danaus. All of them except one
killed their husbands on the night of their marriage. As a punishment they were con-

demned to fill a barrel without bottom with water.

Danaus: Gr. Myth. A mythological personage, king of Egypt and later, of Argos; father
of the Danaides.

Danava: Indian Myth. An ancient name for demons.
Dancing: Witches are very fond of this sport; they try to find many other votaries.
Goblins and Elves are also addicted to it. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, pp. 312, 316, 395:)

To dream of dancing denotes poverty, grief and despair after great enjoyment.

Dando: In Cornwall it is a ghost who rides about accompanied by his hounds. (HUNT,
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Pop. Rom., p. 223.)

Dano: A kind of Indian demon who is nowadays hardly to be distinguished from the Bir.
(CROOKE, P.R.l,, Vol. |, p. 254.)

Danu: Celt. Myth. The Gaelic mother of the gods, cognate with the Cymric goddess
Don. She is represented as the ancestress of the forces of knowledge and light, the
Tuatha De Danann, who overcame the powers of darkness, the Fomors.

Darbas: “Tearers”; Rakshasas and other destructive demons.

Darkness: Spirits can only appear in the dark.
If you dream of losing your way in the dark, you will be blinded by some passion and
have much trouble.

Dasim: Muham. Myth. A son of Iblis, a jinn, who causes hatred between husband and
wife. (Jew. Enc., Vol. IV, p. 521.)

Davy Jones: In sailors’ superstition, it is a malignant spirit having power over the sea;
hence the sea itself is called Davy Jones’s Locker.

Dead Body: It is unlucky to pass a dead body lying on the ground. (Tibet. —WADDELL,
p. 135.) Vide Corpse.

Death: Death is caused by the soul leaving the material body which served as a resting
place for the soul; it is merely a transitory stage from one form to another.

Immediately after the death of someone in the house, all those who are sleeping must
be awakened, otherwise it would be their sleep of death. (East Prussia, Silesia. —WUT-
TKE, p. 209.)

To dream of death denotes happiness and long life. Vide Pigeon, Tide, Lock.

Death Omens: Death is foretold by the ringing of a bell that cannot otherwise be
accounted for. (Southern Ohio.)

A cow lowing after midnight foretells a death.

If a doctor is called on a Friday, the patient will surely die. (Cambridge, Mass.)

If you meet a funeral train, it is a sign of death. (Prince Edward Islands.)

Lie down on the table and you will die within a year. (Mattawamkeag, Me.)
Ringing in the ears is a sign of death. (U.S.A.)

Three chairs placed accidentally in a row means death. (Ohio.)

If sparks are accidentally kept overnight, it is a sign of death. (Cumberland, Me.)
To hold a lamp over a sleeping person causes death (Massachusetts.)

To knock on the door and receive no answer is a sign of death. (Virginia and
Englewood, lll.)

A film of tallow shot from the top of a lighted candle gives warning to the house of an
approaching death. (Great Britain.)
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To imagine that you hear someone calling you by your name soon after dusk, is an
omen of death. (India.)

The dismal moaning of a dog prognosticates a death in the near future.

Dogs give warning of death by scratching on the floor of the house. (Great Britain.)
Pictures falling off the wall without anyone touching them is a sign of death (Great
Britain.)

(For other forms of Death Omens see LEAN'’S Collectanea, Vol. Il, pp. 548-580;
BERGEN, Current Superstitions, pp. 125-130.)

Vide Coffin, Cock, Change of Address, Hoop, Salt, Comet, Bittern, Broom, Dog,
Picture, Rat, Raven, Pleiades, Fir tree, Lamb, Cinder, Candle, Cricket, Louse, Star,
Winding Sheet, Yello7v Light, Bedclothes, Clothes, Bat, Bay tree, Bedstead, Bee,
Building, Crow, Eye, Egg, Godmother, Hand, Knock, Match, Mayflower, Meteor, Mirror,
Mouse, Nail, Needle, Owl, Pigeon, Salt, Shoe, Smell, Smile, Sweeping, Will,
Turbentine, Umbrella, Wedding ring, Whistle, Worm, Menstruation, Portrait, Panel, Bird,
Cuckoo, Goose, Breeze, Knocking, Water, Blood, Reed, Butterfly.

Death Warnings: In Great Britain: Vide Banshee, Corpse Candles, Bodachun Dun,
Edgewell Oak, Aderyn y Corph, Doubles, Gwrach y Rhibyn, St. John’s Eve, Wag-at-
the-Wa’, Cyhiraeth.

In France: Vide Melusine.

In Germany: Several princes of Germany have their special warning-givers of death. In
some it is the roaring of a lion, in others it is the howling of a dog; in some it is the
tolling of a bell, or the striking of a clock at an unusual time, in others it is a bustling
noise about the castle.

Vide White Lady, Habergeis, Ahnfrau.

Among the Wends: Vide Bozaloshtsh.

In Austria: Vide Habsburg.

In Bohemia: Vide Smirtnice.

“Spectrum foemineum vestitu lugubri apparere solet in arce quandam illustris familiae,
antequam una ex conjugibus dominorum illorum e vita decedat.”

—DELRIO: Disquisitiones Magicoe, p. 592.

In Beyrout: Vide Weeping Chamber.

(Other forms of death warnings are given under separate headings.)

Death Rattle: A particular kind of noise made in respiring by a person in the extremity
of sickness; it is considered an omen of death. (HAZLITT, p. 171.)

Death-watch: The tapping made by a small beetle, called a death-watch, is said to be a
warning of death to someone in the house. (OWEN, p. 325; BRAND, Observations,
Vol. lll, p. 225.)

December: “December’s frost and January’s flood
Never boded the husbandman’s good.”

(LEAN, Vol. 1, p. 367, quoting Times, Jan. 1, 1884.)
Vide Turquoise, Ruby.
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Decuma: Rom. Myth. One of the three goddesses of Fate; she is identical with
Lachesis.

Deer: Cherokee hunters ask pardon of the deer they kill. If they failed to do so, the
chief of the deer tribe would track the hunter and put the spirit of rheumatism into him.
(FRAZER, G.B., Vol. Il, p. 406.)

Defilement: St. Susan preserves from defilement.

Deformity: In Japan the birth of a deformed child is attributed to some great sin of the
parents (GRIFFIS, M.E., p. 472); or in India to the non-fulfilment of the mothers’ wishes
(JOLLY, Medicin, Grundr. d. Indo-Arisch. Phil., p. 52, quoted in Ethnologie du Bengale,
p. 81, n. I; Cf. CROOKE, P.R.I., Vol. Il, p. 3).

Deianira: Gr. Myth. Wife of Hercules, whose death she unwittingly caused. Vide
Nessus.

Deino: Gr. Myth. One of the Graeae.

Delhan: Muham. Myth. A demoniacal being of Arab superstition, who inhabits the
islands of the seas; it has the form of a man and rides an ostrich. It eats the flesh of
men, whom the sea casts on the shore from wrecks. (LANE, A.S.M.A., p. 44.)

Delphian Oracle: Gr. Relig. The most famous oracle in the world. The oracles were
given forth by a priestess, the Pythia, who seated herself upon a golden tripod above a
chasm, whence issued mephitic vapours.

Demeter: Gr. Myth. She is identified with Ceres of the Romans.

Demi-Gods: The heroes of ancient mythology, sons of mortals and gods or goddesses,
who raised themselves to the standard of gods by their acts of bravery, are usually
designated by this name; thus Hercules, Achilles, Castor and Pollux, etc., are all con-
sidered as demi-gods.

Demon: In ancient Greek mythology xxxxx or demon was a supernatural being of a
nature intermediate between that of gods and men. In popular superstition it means a
malignant spirit of a superhuman nature.

“The three special characteristics of mediaeval demons were horns, hoofs . . . and
tails.”

—WRIGHT, Hist. Caricat. (1865).

Deo: Hindu Folklore. Originally this term was applied to the thirty-three great divinities.
“Now the term represents a vague class of the demon-ogre family, The Deo is a canni-
bal, and were he not exceedingly stupid could do much harm.” (CROOKE, P.R.l., Vol.
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1, p. 253.) Tempests are often caused by him (Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 101.)

Deodand: “Given to God.” In Old English law not only every animal which killed a man,
but every instrument or tree or cart-wheel, etc. which caused the death of a man was
deodand. (cf. R. DOUGLAS, China, 4th ed., p. 83).

“Omnia que movent ad mortem sunt Deodanda.”

—BRACTON.

Desert: All deserts are a resort of Bhut. (CROOKE, P.R.I., Vol. 1, p. 278, quoting
Henderson, Folklore of Northern Countries, p. 278 etc.)

Desert Goats: Amongst the Malays of the Lower Siamese States it is believed that if a
desert goat fall over a cliff, it immediately licks itself whole. Accordingly, the tongue of a
desert goat is carried as an amulet against falling, and is a sure cure for wounds
caused by falling.

Despoina: Gr. Myth. Persephone was often called by this name.

Deucalion: Gr. Myth. A king of Pythia in Thessaly, son of Prometheus and Pyrrha. He is
the Noah of Greek mythology. During the inundation, Deucalion and Pyrrha took refuge
in a barge which stopped on Mt. Parnasse. They alone were the sole survivors of the
flood. They repopulated the world by throwing stones behind them; each stone thrown
by Deucalion became a man and each thrown by Pyrrha a woman.

Deva: (Nom. Devas—Deus, from the root Div, to shine.) Hindu Myth. God. The gods
are spoken of as thirty-three in number; eleven for each of the three worlds. Dowson,
H.C.D., p. 84; MACDONNEL, Vedic Mythology.)

Devala: Hindu Myth. Music personified as a female.
Devas: Zoroastrianism. The spirits of evil.

Devata: Hindu Myth. A divine being or god. The name “Devata” includes the gods in
general or, as most frequently used, the whole body of inferior gdds. (Dowson, H.C.D.,
p. 85.)

Devi: Hindu Relig. The consort of Siva and daughter of Himavat (Himalaya Mountains).
She is the Sakti or female energy of Siva, and is considered either as a beneficent or
as a malignant deity. In the former she is called Devi “goddess,” Gaurl “the yellow or
brilliant,” Uma “light,” Parvati “the mountaineer,” etc., in the latter, Durga, Kali, Chandi.

Devil: In Jewish and Christian theology it is the popular appellation of the supreme spir-
it of evil, the tempter and spiritual enemy of mankind, the foe of God and holiness.

To dream of the devil denotes trouble; if he appears in fire, some immediate misfortune
will befall you, if he vanishes in smoke, expect returning calm.
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Dhatri: Hindu Myth. “Maker, Creator.” A deity of no very defined powers and functions;
he is described as operating in the production of life and preservation of health. He pro-
motes generation, brings about matrimony, presides over domestic life, cures diseases
and heals broken bones. He is said to have “formed the sun, moon, sky, earth, air and
heaven.” (Dowson, H.C.D., p. 90.)

Diamond: The diamond is an emblem of innocence. It is dedicated to April and the sun.
In the Zodiac it stands for Virgo; in Christian art, for invulnerable faith.
Diamond produces somnambulism and promotes spiritual ecstasy.

Diana: Rom. Myth. An ancient Italian goddess whose worship was early widespread
throughout the Peninsula. She is represented, like Artemis, as a huntress.

Diancecht: Celt. Myth. A Gaelic god of medicine.
Diarmaid: Celt. Myth. He was noted for his beauty spot which was always kept covered
up with his cap, for if any woman chanced to see it, she would instantly fall in love with

him.

Diarmait O’Duibhne: According to a Gaelic legend he is said to have eloped with Finn’s
betrothed.

Dickepoten: In the provinces of Mark and Lower Saxony the Jack-o’-Lantern (q.v.) is
designated by this name.

Dictyna: The Cretan goddess Britomartia, probably a local counterpart of Artemis.
Digestion: Topaz promotes digestion.

Dimple: Dimples are the impressions of God’s fingers, hence a dimple on the chin is
considered lucky (Great Britain).

“Dimple in chin

Devil within.”

—Chestertown, Md. (BERGEN, C.S., p. 32).

Dindymene: Gr. Myth. The Great Mother (g.v.) was so called from Mt. Dindimus. Vide
Agdistis.

Dionea: Class. Myth. A nymph, daughter of Uranus and the Earth, or of Oceanus and
Tethys. She was loved by Zeus, and became the mother of Venus.

Dionysos: Gr. Myth. The god of wine and riotous merriment. The Romans identified him
with Bacchus.
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Dioscuri: Class. Myth. The twins Castor and Pollux. They were typically represented as
horsemen and were patrons of games and equestrian exercise. Castor alone was mor-
tal. Vide Asvins, Leda, Pollux.

Dirce: Gr. Myth. The second wife of Lycus. Antiope’s sons tied her to a wild bull which
dragged her about until she died. After her death she was changed into a fountain by
Bacchus. cf. Pirene.

Dirge: A music or song of a mournful character to accompany funeral or memorial rites.
Dis: Rom. Myth. Pluto was so called by the Romans.
Disappointment: Vide Feast, Fool, Pig, Scissors, Sneeze, Song.

Disease: Diseases are superstitiously believed to be caused by various demons. (For
authorities see under separate headings.) cf. Jew. Enc., Vol. IV, p. 517; ROTH,
Superstition, Magic and Religion in North Queensland; Ethnolog. Bulletin, No. 5,
Brisbane, 1903, §116; TAPLIN, The Narrinyeri, pp. 62 seq.; HOWITT, Native Tribes, pp.
356, 358; ELLIS, Yoruba-speaking Peoples, pp. 113 seq.)

The Dyaks of Borneo are firm believers in diseases being caused by spirits. (ST.
JOHN, Far East, Vol. |, p. 217; TYLOR, P.C., Vol. I, p. 134.)

Bread consecrated on St. Blaise’s day (3rd February) cures all cattle’s diseases.

St. Rooke cures diseases, because he had a sore; St. Sebastian, because he was
martyred with arrows and St. Blaise cures all children’s diseases. Vide Bear, Blood,
Brushwood, Claw.

Distaff: In Hungaria if a young married woman takes her distaff and her needle case
with her to her husband’s home, she will give birth to baby girls only. (PLOSS, Das
Weib, Vol. |, p. 551, quoting V. CZAPLOVICS Gemalde von Ungarn.)

Diti: Hindu Myth. A goddess, daughter of Daksha, wife of Kasyapa and mother of the
Daityas. (Dowson, H.C.D., p. 93.)

Div: Turkish Folklore. A giant, a demon, a fiend, of a gigantic size, and ugly. (RED-
HOUSE, Turkish-English Lexicon, p. 940; KUNOS, T.F.T.)

Divé zeny: “Wild women”; female forest-spirits of Bohemian folklore.

Divining Petrel: A kind of sea-bird, considered by sailors as extremely unlucky to kill. cf.
Albatross, Petrel, Mother Carey’s Chickens.

Divining Rod: A forked hazel rod suspended between the balls of the thumb was, at

one time, supposed to indicate the presence of water springs and precious metals by
inclining towards the earth, beneath which these are to be found.
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Dobhar-Chu: (pronounced dooay, dour). The Celtic name for a Water Dog (g.v.).
Dobrochot: A Russian pet-name for a demon, especially the domestic spirit.
Doctor: If you call a doctor on a Friday, the patient will die (Cambridge, Mass.)

Dog: Dogs are supposed to see spirits, when human beings cannot; thus in Old
Scandinavia, the dogs could see Hela, the death goddess, moving about. (GRIMM,
D.M.,, p. 632.)
The Esquimaux lay a dog’s head in a child’s grave, in order that the dog may guide the
infant to the land of Souls. (CRANZ: Grdnland.)
When dogs wallow in the dust expect foul weather. (BRAND, Observations, Vol. lll, p.
189.)
The howling of a dog at night near a house forebodes the death of an inmate. (OWEN,
p. 304; LAWSON, p. 328; LE BRAZ, Vol. I, p. 7; CAMBRY, Voyage dans le Finistere,
Vol. |, p. 71; DALYELL, p. 503; HAZLITT, p. 184; F.L.J., 1883, pp. 217, 355), or the
presence of spirits in the air (St. John, Leg. Chr. East, p. 193.)
Dogs give warning of death by scratching on the floor of the house. (Great Britain,
India.)
If a black and white spotted dog crosses your path when you are on your way to some
business, you are sure to have success (Great Britain), or you will have a disappoint-
ment (India).
A dog running between two friends indicates the end of the friendship (Alsace, LAMBS,
p. 29).
A dog coming and staying in your house, is an omen of wealth (China—DOOLITTLE,
Vol. Il, p. 328).
Sailors on the sea do not mention dogs by their name. (BASSETT, pp. 125, 279.)
If a dog howls the night before Christmas, it will go mad within the year. (RAGNER.)
Among the Zulus it is a very bad omen for a dog to climb on the roof of a hut. (HAG-
GARD, Nada the Lily, pp. 36, 38); among the Oraons, see SARAT CHANDRA ROQOY,
The Oraons of Chota Nagpur, p. 273; FRAZER, Folklore in the Old Testament, Vol. I,
p. 264, quoted in Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 125.
“Cane praeviso funere disce mori.”

—R. KEUCHEN, Crepundia, 115.
Capitolinus tells us that the death of Maximinus was presaged by the howling of dogs.
Pausanias says, the dogs broke into a fierce howl just before the overthrow of the
Messenians.
Virgil says the same thing occurred just before the battle of Pharsalia.
Vide Rat, Owl, Fire, Ulcer, Madness, Fisherman.

Dog’s Blood: The Chinese say that the blood of a dog will reveal a person who has
rendered himself invisible (!)

Dolphin: Dolphins pursuing one another in fair and calm weather, foreshow wind; but if
they thus play when the seas are rough and troubled, it is a sign of fair and calm
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weather to ensue. (BRAND, Observations, Vol. I, p. 241 Ethnologie du Bengale, p.
114.)

Dolya: Slav. Myth. A personification of the good or the evil fortune of an individual; the
Dolya accompanies the person throughout his life. (Dic. Rel. Eth., Vol. IV, p. 625.)

Domovoy: In Slavic folklore it is a domestic spirit. Every house has its domovoy, who
lives with his wife and family. Generally speaking, he is of a merry disposition. cf.
Brownie, Nisse, Gardsvor.

Don: Celt. Myth. A Cymric goddess, ancestress of gods.

Donaufurst: An Austrian water-spirit who asks all who come to the river what they wish
most, and then ducks them in the river where is all and everything, (SIMROCK, D.M.,
p. 150 ; BASSETT, p. 161.)

Door: Maras (qg.v.) and other evil spirits never come in through doors.

If doors open themselves without any apparent cause, it is a sign that a ghost has just
entered. (Silesia, Lower Saxony.—WUTTKE, p. 223; Ethnologle du Bengale, p. 91.)

In Scotland, doors and windows are opened at the moment anyone is dying in the
house. (GREGOR, p. 206; FRAZER, “Death and Burial Customs, Scotland,” Folklore
Journal, Vol. Ill, p. 282.) Vide Slamming, Window.

Dotterels: “When dotterels do first appear,
It shows that frost is very near;

But when that dotterels do go,

Then you may look out for heavy snow.”
—Salisbury Sayings.

Double Fruits: If fruits which are growing double, be divided and eaten by two persons,
they are sure to have a fulfilment of their desires. (Great Britain, India.)

If a pregnant woman partake of such fruit, she will give birth to twins. (Mecklenburg.—
WUTTKE, p. 193; India; FRAZER, G.B., Vol. |, p. 40; Cf. KARSTEN, Indian Tribes of
Equador, p. 74; Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 81, n. 2.)

Doubles: The apparition of a living person visible either to himself or to some other per-
son and superstitiously believed to foretell a great calamity or death.

“The appearance of a double or ‘fetch’ has ever been held . . . to signify approaching
death.”—PROCTOR, Light Sc.

Doubt: If one is in doubt, he should count the number of buttons on his coat; if they are
of an even number, he is right; if of an odd number, wrong. (Jews of Bohemia.)

St. Catherine resolves doubts.

Dove : In Popavan doves are immune from attacks or slaughter, as they are supposed
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to be inspired by departed souls (TYLOR, P.C., Vol. Il, p. 6); sometimes they are said
to be animated by the souls of lovers (India).

Witches cannot assume the form of doves. (cf. St. Mark, i, 10; St. John, i, 32, 33; St.
Matthew, iii, 16).

According to a legend, doves were the messengers of Venus.

In sailors’ superstition, doves are birds of good omen. (BASSETT, p. 276.) cf. Swallow,
Lamb.

Dragon: A mythical monster, represented as a large and terrible reptile with strong
claws like a beast or bird of prey and a scaly skin. It is generally represented with
wings and sometimes as breathing out fire. The dragon was consecrated to Minerva,
goddess of sagacity and wisdom, in order to symbolise that wisdom is ever-awake.

In Corea it “is the embodiment of all forces of motion, change and power for offence
and defence in animal life, fin, wing, tusk, hom, claws, with the mysterious attributes of
the serpent.” (GRIFFIS, Corea, p. 301.) It can transform itself and fly away.

In China the dragon is not a myth, but a real mysterious animal with all the qualities
attributed to it by the imagination of the Coreans. (DE GROOT, Rel. Sys. Chin.)

In modern superstition there are four dragon kings, each bearing rule over one of the
four seas, which form the border of the habitable earth. A peculiar description of pearl,
possessing magic virtues, is said to be carried by the dragon upon its forehead.
(MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., p. 153.)

Dragons must be killed by one blow only. (KUNOS, T.F.T., pp. 139, 276, 304, etc.)

A black cock when it is seven years old, lays an egg, from which a dragon comes out.
It has the body of a snake, has four feet and devours human beings. (ALPENBURG,
Mythen, p. 376; WUTTKE, p. 235.)

In Teutonic literature the favourite food of the dragon is said to have been a virgin.
Dragon is another name of the Devil, and in Christian legends it is the personification of
the spirit of evil. Vide Sturgeon, Treasure.

Dream: According to some people, e.g., the Indians of North America, dreams are
caused by the soul leaving the body during sleep and wandering over strange lands.
The Karens say that dreams are what the 1a (soul) has seen on its journey.

Generally speaking, dreams are interpreted by contraries in Japan (GRIFFIS, M.E., p.
472, and in India); thus, it is lucky to dream of being murdered and unlucky to dream of
finding money.

If you dream the same dream three times in succession, it is sure to be fulfilled.
(U.S.A.—KNORTZ, p. 43.)

It is lucky to forget your dreams of the previous night. (Great Britain, India.)

If one has a bad dream which it is desired to forget on waking in the morning, the
advice is given to spit three times in order that the desired effect may be produced.
(Mittheilungen der Gesellschaft fur Judische Volkskunde, X, 114; Jew. Enc., Vol. XlI, p.
599.)

St. Christopher protects from bad dreams.

Historic Dreams:

Jacob had an historic dream on his way to Haran (Gen. xxviii. 12-15). Joseph, son of
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Jacob, had an historic dream revealing to him his future greatness (Gen. xxxvii. 5-10).
Daniel had an historic dream about four beasts which indicated four kingdoms (Dan.
vii.). Pharaoh’s butler and baker had warning dreams, one being prevised thereby of
his restoration to favour, and the other warned of his execution (Gen. xl. 5-23).
Nebuchadnezzar had an historic dream which Daniel explained (Dan. ii. 1, 31, 45).
Abimelech, King of Gerar, was warned by a dream that Sarah was Abraham’s wife and
not his sister (Gen. xx. 3-16.) Joseph, husband of Mary, was warned by a dream to flee
from Judea; and when Herod was dead, he was warned again by a dream to “turn
aside into the parts of Galilee” (Matt. ii. 13, 19, 22). In the Old Testament Pharaoh had
a warning dream of a famine which he was able to provide against (Gen. xli. 15-36).
For the interpretation of dreams see under different headings.

Drebkuls: The Lettish equivalent of Poseidon, the Earth-Shaker.

Dress: If a girl breaks the needle (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, p. 34) or pricks her finger
while making a new dress, it is an omen that she will be kissed wearing that particular
dress.

If you dream of being dressed in gay dresses, you will be blessed with good health.

It is considered lucky to put on any article of dress, especially stockings, inside out; but
this should not be done on purpose, neither should it be changed (CHAMBERS, Book
of Days, Vol. Il, p. 321; ABBOTT, p. 144.)

Drink : Drinks should not be stirred with a knife, as this will cause stomach-aches.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, p. 49.)

If you dream you are drinking something cold, it is a good omen; but if something hot,
you will have a severe iliness. Vide Amethyst.

Drinking Horn: King Arthur had a horn, from which no one could drink who was either
unchaste or unfaithful.

The Cuckold’s Horn, as this was called, was brought to King Arthur’s court by a myste-
rious boy who also brought the Mantle (q.v.); it gave warning of infidelity inasmuch as
no one unfaithful in love or “unleal” to his liege lord could drink therefrom without
spilling the liquor.

The Coupe enchantée of the French possessed a similar property. cf. Brawn’s Head,
Mantle.

Drowning: It is caused by water-nixies who keep the souls of the drowned inside pots.
These souls must become water-nixies themselves, unless the pots are turned over by
some human being. (WOLF, Beitrage, Vol. Il, pp. 293, 297.)

The body of a drowned sailor is preserved as long as he would have lived had he not
been drowned. (Mélusine, Vol. I, Col. 253.)

The body of a drowned person may be located by floating some straw, which will come
to rest above the spot where the body lies (HADDON, in Folklore, IV, p. 360); or by
floating a loaf of bread at the spot where the person fell into the water; the bread will
come to rest and begin to turn round where the body lies submerged (GREGOR, p.
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208.). Sometimes a luminous light is perceived at the exact spot where the body of a
drowned person lies (FRAZER, in Folklore Journal, I, p. 281; BASSETT, p. 311.).
Idiots cannot be drowned because it is the weight of the brain that drags a person
down to the bottom of the water; it is the same with persons who have a mole mark
above their mouth (GOODRICH-FREER in Folklore, Xlll, p. 61).

When people drown at sea, a water-sprite appears in the shape of a headless old man.
(GRIMM, Teut. Vol. |, p. 491.)

Where a person has been drowned, a button from his waistcoat, mounted on a piece of
wood, will indicate the spot where the body lies, by ceasing to float on its arrival thither.
(HAZLITT, p. 193.)

Druj nasu: “Corpse-fiend”; in the Avesta it is the veritable incarnation of pollution and
contagion arising from decomposition of a dead body.

Drunkard: Vide Song, Splashing.

Dryad: Certain kinds of nymphs. In Classical Mythology, she was a wood-nymph, or
more correctly, a nymph whose life was bound up with that of a tree.

Dullahan: Irish lore: A malicious sullen spirit, or goblin.

Dumb: Children if, while eating, you strike anything with your chopsticks, you will be
dumb! (Japan.—GRIFFIS, M.E., p. 470.) Vide Wolf.

Dumu-zi: “Child of life.” A Babylonian god of the solar type.

Dumu-zi-zuab: Babyl. Myth. A deity of a local character. Nebo (qg.v.) appears under this
form, which describes him as a son of the “deep.”

Dung: Dung is considered offensive to ghosts.

In India, cow-dung is a panacea for all evils; it cures various diseases, purifies every-
thing and serves many other purposes. (DAY, Folktales of Bengal; Ethnologie du
Bengale, p. 133 ; LAROUSSE, Grande Dic. du XlIXe Siecle, Vol. X1V, P. 1255b.)
Horse-dung placed before a house, or inside the door brings good luck. (Great Britain.)

Dun-shagga: Babyl. Myth. A deity of a local character.

Durga: Hindu Myth. Devi (g.v.) in her malignant form is known as Durga “the inaccessi-
ble.” She is represented as a yellow woman riding a tiger.

Dusou: The Dusou or Giavanel of the Swiss peasants is a big supernatural bird of the
owl family, which speaks to belated travellers and says: Doumlou (donne-le-moi—give
it to me). Woe betide the man who answers in the affirmative. (JALLA, Lég. Vaud., p.
28.)
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Dutchman, Flying: Vide Flying Dutchman.
Dvorvoy: A Russian household spirit who lives in the yard.

Dwarf: Teut. Folklore. Diminutive old men with large heads and long, white beards.
They shunned the light of day, for the sun’s rays would transform them into stones.
They became invisible at will and their principal occupation was smith’s work.

For a man to meet a female dwarf (a person of a short stature) and for a woman to
meet a male one, is considered lucky. (Great Britain, India, Canada.)

Dyaks: Vide Head-hunting.

Dyaus: In Vedic mythology: (i) heaven; (ii) the father of the gods; hence also called
Dyaus-pitri.

Dying: St. Barbara relieves the dying.

Dylan: Celtic Myth. A Cymric sea-god, son of Arianrod.

E

Ea: Assyro-Babl. Myth. A deity belonging to the supreme triad. He was god of the
watery element, giver of arts and sciences, healer of the sick, and according to one
version, creator of mankind. His consort was Damkina. Vide Bel.

Eabani: Babl. Myth. A wild man created by the goddess Aruru to withstand Gilgamesh,
but is lured into the service of the latter by Ukhat.

Eacus: Gr. Myth. Son of Zeus. He was celebrated for his justice, and after his death,
was made one of the three judges of the infernal regions; the other two being Minos
and Rhadamantos (q.v.).

Eagle: The eagle is an emblem of royalty.

Tarquinus Priscus was assured that he would be king of Rome by an eagle which
swooped down upon him, took off his cap, rose in the air and let the cap fall again
upon his head.

Aristander assured Alexander of his victory over Darius in the battle of Arbela, by the
flight of an eagle (LLOYD: Stratagems of Jerusalem, 290). Vide Mountain Climbing.

Eagle-Owl: The screeching of the eagle-owl is especially considered as a portent of
disaster. (Macedonia, ABBOTT, p. 108).

Eagle-Stone: “The pebble commonly called the aetites, or eagle-stone was found in the
eagle’s nest, and . . . the eggs could not be hatched without its assistance.” (PEN-
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NANT, Zoology, 1776, Vol. I., p. 167.)

Ear : Small ears indicate that a person is mean; large ones show that he is generous.
If the left ear tingles, it indicates that someone is talking evil of you; if the right ear,
someone is praising you. (ABBOTT, p. Ill). The evil foreboded by the tingling of the left
ear may be averted by biting the little finger of the left hand.

A burning sensation of the ear indicates that someone is speaking of you; thus

“Left your lover,

Right your mother.”

—Gt. Britain.

A burning sensation in the ear denotes that you will receive some news (CAMPBELL,
Sup. Scot. High., p. 258). cf. Bells in the ear, Death Omens.

Earth Mother: Vide Great Mother.

Earthquake: Among the North American Indians earthquake is supposed to be caused
by the movement of the earth-bearing tortoise; in Celebes, by the world-supporting Hog
rubbing himself against a tree; among the Caribs, because Mother Earth is dancing.
The Elephant of the Hindus, the Bull of the Moslems, the Frog of the Mongol Lamas
are creatures who carry the earth on their backs or heads and shake it when they
stretch or shift. According to the Japanese, earthquakes are caused by huge whales
creeping under the earth.

In European mythology earthquakes owe their origin to the struggles of Loki (g.v.),
Atlas (g.v.), Prometheus (g.v.), Drebkuls (q.v.), etc.

Cattle give warning of an earthquake by their uneasiness.

St. Christopher protects from the dangers of earthquakes.

“These are things

An earthquake brings:

At nine of the bell

They sickness foretell;

At five and seven they betoken rain;

At four the sky is cleared thereby

At six and eight comes wind again.”

—LEAN, Vol. Il. p. 325.

If you dream of an earthquake, it warns you to be cautious.

Easter:

“He who is born on Easter morn

Shall never know want, or care, or harm.”
—BERGEN: Cur. Sup. p. 21.

Eating: In Congo if a king be looked at while eating, he will shortly die. (ELWORTHY, E.
E., p. 426).

It is a bad omen to dream of others eating.

In eating, if you miss your mouth and the victuals fall, it is very unlucky, and denotes

Page 74



approaching sickness. (HAZLITT, p. 205).
In Bengal strangers, especially women, are not allowed when a child is eating, for fear
of the evil eye (cf. Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 85 and n. 2).

Ebisu: Jap. Myth. A god of luck who is represented as carrying a fish.
Eblis: English spelling for Iblis.

Echidna: Gr. Myth. A monster, half maid and half serpent. She gave birth to other mon-
sters, such as Cerberus, the Hydra, the Chimera, the Sphinx, the Dragons, the
Gorgons, etc.

Echinus: An echinus fastening itself on a ship’s keel, will arrest its motion like an
anchor. (BASSETT, p. 258). cf. Remora.

Echo: Class. Myth. A nymph who, having displeased Juno, was changed into a rock
and condemned to repeat the last words of anyone speaking to her.

The Anglo Saxons thought that the echo was a spirit. (A.S.: wudu-moere = echo; from
wudu = wood, moere = elf, spirit; hence, wood-spirit.)

Among the primitive races, the echo is believed to be an evil spirit.

In Bengal the echo is a wood-spirit mocking people speaking to it, or in its presence.

Eclipse: The eclipse of the sun and the moon is supposed by many people to be
caused by a demon swallowing them (Ethnologie du Bengale, pp. 101, 102).

The Irish and the Welsh run about beating kettles and pans during eclipses. (HAZLITT,
p. 341).

In Sumatra it is the sun devouring the moon, or vice versa. (MARSDEN, p. 194).
Among the Caribs, it is caused bv Maboya, a demon and a hater of all light, attempting
to devour the sun or the moon.

Among the Hindus, it is caused by the demons Rahu or Ketu devouring the sun or the
moon.

During an eclipse of the sun, poison falls from heaven; therefore cattle must be herded,
wells kept covered, and other precautions taken. (Hessen, Westphalia. —WUTTKE, p.
145. cf. the Jewish and Indian superstitions. (CROOKE, P.R.l., Vol. I. p. 21). Vide
Rahu, Ketu, Maboya, Aracho.

Edgewell Oak: This oak indicated the coming death of an inmate of Castle Dalhousie
by the fall of one of its branches. cf. Death Warnings. (DALYELL, Dark. Sup., p. 504;
HAZLITT, p. 205).

Eel: In Scottish superstition eels grow from horse hairs. (CAMPBELL, Sup. Scot. High.
p. 221).

An eel skin tied round the leg is a cure for cramp. (India, CROOKE, P.R.I., Vol. Il, p.
258; Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 115.)

Eel fat is used as a magic ointment, and gives the power of seeing the fairies. (HART-
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LAND, Sc. F.T., p. 65.)
The eel is a totem of the Munda Kols of Bengal, and of the Oraons, neither of whom
will eat it.

Egeria: Class. Myth. A nymph endowed with prophetic powers. According to a Roman
legend, Numa is said to have asked her advice in the forests of Aricia.

Egg: If you eat a raw egg, fasting, on Christmas morning, you can carry heavy weights
(RAGNER).

The tenth egg is always the largest. (Gr. Byitain).

If you steal an egg, you will have seven years of poverty. (Jews of Pinsk, Byelostok,
Jew. Enc. Vol. IX., p. 600).

To find an extremely small hen’s egg in the house, is an omen of an impending death.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. I., P. 25).

Dragons come out of the egg of a black cock. (ALPENBURG, Mythen, P. 376, WUT-
TKE, P. 235).

It is unlucky to dream of eggs (U.S.A. KNORTZ, P. 43).

It will addle eggs if you bring them over running water. (N. Lincoln, LEAN, Vol. Il., p.
149).

Bringing eggs into a house after sunset brings ill luck (ib.)

Eggshell: After you have eaten eggs, you should crush the shells; you will never suffer
from epilepsy if you take this precaution. (Gt. Britain; Alsace, LAMBS, P. 39).

Ladies, take care! If you step over an egg-shell, you will go mad. (Japan. GRIFFIS,
M.E., P. 469).

It is lucky to find egg-shells (Silesia, WUTTKE, P. 96; Gr. Britain).

Ehlose : The guardian spirit of the Zulus, which may take many forms, and warn a per-
son of an approaching danger. (HAGGARD, Nada the Lily, Pp. 11, 22, 94, 99).

Eirek: Scand. Myth. Eirek, journeying toward Paradise, came to a stone bridge guarded
by a dragon; he entered its maw, and found that he had arrived in a world of bliss.

Ekimmu: In Babylonian superstition it was the ghost of a man it represented a class of
demons that infest the graves. cf. Ghoul.

Elathan: Celt. Myth. A king of the Fomors, father of Bress.

Elbow: ltiching of the elbow denotes “a strange bed” (Gt. Britain), or that you will sleep
with a stranger. (Boston, Mass.)

If you accidentally knock your elbow, look out for a disappointment; the evil, however,
may be averted by knocking the other one. (Gt. Britain, India.)

If someone is speaking deprecatingly of you in your absence, and you have the natural
desire of punishing him by getting him drenched, just bite your elbow! Easier said than
done! (STRACKERJAN, Vol. I., P. 31).
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Elder: If you burn elder on Christmas Eve, you will have revealed to you all the witches
and sorcerers of the neighbourhood (RAGNER).

Elderberry Tree: The Danish women will never break off a branch of an elderberry tree
without first apologizing to the spirit of the tree.

Electra: Gr. Myth. A daughter of Agamemnon. Her role is to urge Orestes, her brother,
to vengeance; and, in Euripides’ version, actively to assist him.
Vide Aegisthus.

Elementals: They are nature spirits, such as those of land, water, fire, etc., and are per-
sonifications of natural phenomena, or are associated with particular departments of
nature.

“To rise to intercourse with these elemental spirits

of nature was the highest aim of the philosopher.”

--Lecky: Ration. (1865).

Elephant: The Hindus believe that earthquakes are caused by the earth-bearing ele-
phant shaking himself.

In popular superstition elephants are supposed to celebrate religious rites.
Elephants have no knees. (HAZLITT, P. 207).

The flesh of an elephant is thought by the Ewe-speaking peoples of West Africa to
make the eater strong. (ELLIS, Ewe-speaking People, p. 99).

Eleusinian Mysteries: The most famous religious mysteries of the world.
Eleutheria: Gr. Myth. The goddess of liberty was called by this name.

Elf: The name of a class of supernatural beings supposed in early Teutonic belief to
possess magical powers. They were of a dwarfish form, produced diseases of various
kinds, stole children, caused nightmares, acted as succubi (q.v.) and incubi (g.v.), etc.

Elian, St.: Leads to the discovery of lost goods.

Elixir: In Alchemy, a preparation by the use of which it was sought to change metals
into gold. It was a supposed drug or essence with the property of indefinitely prolonging
life. (Elixir Vitae).

“l know too where the Genii hid

The jewell’d cup of their King Jamshid

With life’s Elixir sparkling high.”

--MOORE, Lalla Rookh. (1815).

Ellefolk: The Elves of Danish superstition.
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Elle Woman: In Danish superstition it is the spirit of the elder tree.

Elmo’s, St. Light: In Brittany it is called a wandering candle, and is a menace. It is
sometimes a lost soul for whom prayers are asked. In Greece this light is a bad omen;
it is a demon which breaks masts, destroys ships and crew, and can be expelled only
by the diabolical cries of a pig. According to the German sailors, it is a good omen
when it mounts up, and the contrary is shown by its descent. It is the spirit of a defunct
comrade.(BASSETT, P. 314).

Elyll: In Welsh superstition it is a hairy, clumsy creature, and is the same as a brownie.

Emerald: Emerald promotes friendship and constancy of mind.

If a serpent fixes its eye on an emerald, it goes blind.

The emerald is an emblem of success in love. In the Zodiac it signifies Cancer; it is
dedicated to Mars and May; in Metallurgy it means iron, and in Christian art it is given
to St. John.

Empusa: Gr. Myth. A demoniac apparition that appeared sometimes at midday, some-
times at night. She had the power of continually changing her shape, but could be
detected by the donkey’s leg which was her constant attribute.

Emu: Some Victorian tribes regard the fat of the emu as sacred. Anyone who threw
away the fat or flesh was held accursed. (FRAZER, G. B., Vol. lll., P. 203).

Enceladus: Gr. Myth. One of the most celebrated of the Titans who revolted against
Zeus. He fled to Sicily, but was captured on the way, and imprisoned in Mt. Etna. His
vain efforts to free himself and his breath of fire made Etna a fire-emitting volcano.

Enchantment: Alectoria (g.v.) is an antidote for enchantment.

Endor, Witches of: Name of the three supernatural beings who appeared to Macbeth.
(SHAKESPEARE: Macbeth.)

Enemy of God and Man: An epithet of the Devil.

En-lil : Babyl. Myth. In the oldest inscriptions Bel is styled by this name, thus designat-
ing him as the chief god (or demon) Nipur. The name merely describes him as a pow-
erful demon, but he manifested himself in storms and other violent disturbances of
nature.

Entrance: As a rule, ghosts and spirits must leave a place the same way as they
entered it. (cf. THORPE, Northern Myth.; GRIMM, Deut. Myth.; WUTTKE,
Volksaberglaube, etc.) Vide Exit.

Enyo: Gr. Myth. One of the Graeae.
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En-zu: Babyl. Myth. The moon-god Sin is ordinarily designated ideographically En-zu
which describes him as a “lord of wisdom.”

Eolus: Class. Myth. Son of Zeus and the nymph Menalippa, a god of the winds; it was
he who let loose the winds.

Eos: Gr. Myth. The goddess of dawn corresponding to the Roman Aurora.

Ephesus: In Arabia a talisman consisting of a piece of paper containing the names of
the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus is still used to ward off ghosts and demons.
Vide Grotto of Ephesus, Seven Sleepers of Ephesus.

Ephialtes: In Greece the name given by the ignorant to account for the nightmare
which results from indigestion.

Epiales: In Greece it is a cold shivering fit which precedes an attack of fever.

Epidemic: During epidemics open the door only when the person outside has knocked
three times. (Jews of Galicia SCHIFFER, Urquell, ii. 202; Jew. Enc., Vol. XI. p. 600).
Vide Plague.

Epigones: Gr. Myth. One of the sons of the seven heroes who were beaten before
Thebes.

Epilepsy: Three drops of a sow’s milk cure epilepsy (Irish). The skull of a dead person
used to make broth in, cures of epilepsy (LEAN, Vol. Il., P. 493).

Epilepsy can be cured by wearing a heavy silver ring (East Friesland, WUTTKE, P.
163); or by drinking the blood of a she-ass (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 84), or of the
executed (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, P. 83), or the hot blood of a weasel (Tyrol, ALPEN-
BURG, Mythen, P. 390); or let the patient carry a golden peacock’s feather under his
shirt (SCHIFFER, Urquell, v. 290); or let him drink the blood of a black cat; or let his
shirt be buried at the junction of two roads, after it has been pulled over his head and
carried out through the chimney. (Minsk.--dew. Enc., Vol. V, P. 426).

If all the above remedies fail, the patient will have nothing left but to invoke either St.
Cornelius or St. Valentine. Vide Ben nefilim, Eggshell, Ass, Crucifix.

Epimethus: Gr. Myth. Brother of Prometheus. In spite of his brother’s advice not to
receive any present from Zeus, he accepted Pandora as his wife, and thus brought sor-
row to the human race.

Epitaph: If you would preserve your memory, be warned against reading epitaphs. (U
S.A)

Erasmus, St.: Cures colic and gripes.
Page 79



Erato: Gr. Myth. One of the Muses; she presides over elegiac poetry and is represent-
ed with a lyre.

Erebus: Class. Myth. Father of Charon.

Erinys: Gr. Relig. (pl. Erinyes). One of the avenging spirits who bring retribution upon
those who have violated the laws of natural piety, hospitality, etc. Originally, they were
the revengeful ghosts of the slain; later, they were conceived as snaky-haired women
pursuing the offender, and inflicting madness. They were three in number: Alecto,
Megaera and Tisiphone.

Eriphyle: Gr. Myth. Wife of Amphiraus, who foretold to her husband the disastrous end
of the expedition against Thebes. She was slain by her son Alcmaeon.

Erl King: In Teutonic and Scandinavian folk-lore, a personification of a spirit or natural
power, supposed to work mischief, especially to children.

“Dem Vater grauset’s, er reitet geschwind,

Er halt in den Armen das achzende Kind,

Erreicht den Hof mit Muh’ und Not;

In seinen Armen das Kind war tot.”

--GOETHE: Erlkdnig.

Eros: Gr. Myth. The god of love, corresponding to Cupid of the Romans.

Erymanthean: Gr. Myth. A devastating boar which wandered about in Arcadia. Its cap-
ture was one of the labours imposed upon Hercules.

Erysipelas: The tongue of a fox, worn near the heart, is a preventive against this dis-
ease. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, 85).
Vide Anthony, St.

Eshshata: Jewish Folk-lore. The name of a spirit of fever. (Jew. Enc., Vol. IV. p. 517).
Esprit Follet: The French equivalent of a Puck, Poltergeist, etc.

Eteocles: Gr. Myth. A king of Thebes, son of OEdipus and Jocasta. His refusal to give
up his throne to Polynices led to the expedition of the Seven against Thebes, in which
the brothers killed each other.

Eternal Jew: In popular superstition it is the Jew who hurried on Jesus Christ, when He
was led to crucifixion. As a punishment, he is compelled to wander about the world,
homeless and restless, till the Day of Judgment. (S. BARING GOULD, Myths of the
Middle Ages; EUGENE SUE, Le Juif errant, HAZLITT, p. 618). Also known as the
“Wandering Jew.”
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Ethelbert, St.: Leads to the recovery of lost goods.
Ethra: Class. Myth. Mother of Theseus.

Etzel: In the Nibelungenlied, the second husband of Kriemhild, king of the Huns. Vide
Gunther, Siegfried, Hagen, Kriemhild.

Eucharis: A nymph belonging to the goddess Calypso heroine of an episode of
Telemachus.

Eumeus: Gr. Myth. A faithful servant and guardian of the troops belonging to Ulysses.
Euminides Gr. Myth. A name by which the Erinyes or the Furies are often designated.
Eumolpus: Gr. Myth. A son of Neptune and founder of the famous Eleusian mysteries.
Euphrosyne: Gr. Myth. One of the three Graces.

Euronomus: A grizzly Greek demon who ate the flesh of corpses. He was blue-black in
colour, like a carrion fly, his teeth were bared, and he is represented as sitting on the

skin of a vulture. (Painted by Polygnotus).

Europa: Gr. Myth. A daughter of Agenor, king of Phoenicia, She was carried away to
Crete by Zeus disguised as a bull and became the mother of Minos.

European: The finger-nails of Europeans are in popular belief a deadly poison. (India--
CROOKE, P.R.Il., Vol. 1, P. 279).

Eurus: Gr. Myth. God of the east wind.
Euryale: Gr. Myth. One of the Gorgons.

Euryclea: Gr. Myth. The old nurse of Odysseus, who, on his return in disguise, recog-
nized him by his scar.

Eurydice: Gr. Myth. A nymph beloved of Orpheus. After her death by snake-bite,
Orpheus descended to the nether regions, obtained Pluto’s permission to bring her
back to earth, but on his way back he turned round, which he was forbidden to do, and
she had to return to Hades.

Eurynome: Gr. Myth. A sea-goddess, daughter of Oceanus.

Eurystheus Gr. Mvth. A Mycenaean king to whose service Hercules was bound.
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Euterpe : Gr. Myth. The muse of lyric poetry; she is represented with a flute.
Even: Vide Odds and Evens.

Evil Eye: A supposed power of bewitching by spiteful looks, attributed to certain per-
sons as a natural endowment. The belief is widespread both among savage and civi-
lized people. (LEHMANN, Aberglaube und Zauberei, P. 32; BUDGE, Egyptian Magic, P.
97, etc.; LANE, Customs and Usages of the Egyptians of To-day; ELWORTHY, The Evil
Eye; KOHUT, Judische Angelologie u.s.w., P. 58; DALYELL, Dark. Sup., P. 3 et seq;
HAZLITT, P. 216, 379; ABBOTT, P. 139; Ethnologie du Bengale, pp. 81, 84, 85, 131,
:137).

A woman who believes herself to be overlooked is to take the shift off over her head,
turn it three times withershins (=against the course of the sun), then hold it open, and
drop a burning coal through it three times; then put it on again (ELWORTHY, E.E. P.
429).

The evil eye, or in fact any evil, can be averted by the mother kissing the child thrice,
and spitting after each kiss. (Jew. Enc., Vol. IX. P, 598). Vide Bread, Tulsi, Horseshoe,
Palm, Ribbon, Thread, Stag, Horn.

Evil One: An epithet of the Deuvil.

Excalibur: King Arthur’s brand, which, when flung back into the lake, was caught by an
arm clothed in white samite. cf. Balmung, Tizona.

Excrement, Human: This substance, thinned with water and given to animals, cures
inflammations. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 84). Inflammations of human beings can
also be cured by external use of the same. (ib.)

The Bhuts of India feed on human excretion.

Execution: The bones and the blood (STRACK, P. 20) of the executed are a powerful
talisman for procuring wealth. (Silesia--WUTTKE, P. 177. cf. DAVIS, Chronicles of
Newgate.)

Uncanny things go on at midnight in places where executions usually take place; there-
fore, it is not safe for people to go there at this time.

To dream.of an execution, or places of execution, denotes that you will suddenly be
sought after for relief. Vide Hand.

Exeter: Derives its name, according to a belief, from the Romans exclaiming in delight:
“Ecce terra!“ when they came in sight of where this ancient city now stands.

Exit: A mara or another evil spirit can make her exit only the way she made her
entrance.

Exorcism: The act of driving an evil spirit from the body of one possessed by adjura-
tion, especially by the use of a holy name or by magic rites. Vide Beans, Peachwood.
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Eye: If the right eye itches, you will be pleased; if the left, you will have sorrow. (Gt.
Britain, India.)

If the eye of a corpse remains open, or if he smiles, it is a sign that someone else from
the same house will die soon. (STRACKERJAN, VOI. I. P. 30).

St. Claire and St. Ottilie cure bad eyes.

It is a very bad omen to dream of losing an eye; your friends and relations will die, and
you may even lose your liberty.

“Blue-eye beauty, do your mammy’s duty,

Black-eye, pick a pie,

Run round and tell a lie;

Grey-eye, greedy-gut

Eat all the world up.”

--U.S.A. (BERGEN, C.S. P. 33).

Vide Smile, Evil Eye, Soreness, Gutta Percha, Kite, Rubbing.

Eye of Balor: Vide Balor.

Eyebrows: People with meeting eyebrows are superstitiously believed to be either vam-
pires or werewolves. (O’'DONNELL, Werewolves; BARLNG GOULD, Book of Were
Wolves; RANFT, Tractat von dem Kauen und Schmatzen der Todten in Grabern.)

Eyelid: For a man, the twitching of the right upper lid is considered lucky, and of the left
unlucky; for a woman, vice versa. (Gt. Britain, India, SCHIFFER, Urquell, ii, 80-82,
ABBOTT, P. 112).

F

Fafnir: In the Volsunga Saga, a giant who, in the form of a venom-breathing dragon,
possesses and guards a great treasure. He was slain by Sigurd.

Fair: To dream that you are going to a fair denotes that your pockets will be picked.

Fairy: One of a class of supernatural beings of diminutive size, in popular belief they
are said to possess magical powers and to have great influence for good or evil over
the affairs of men.

“Heavens defend me from that Welsh fairy, lest he

Transform me into a piece of cheese!”

--SHAKESPEARE: Merry Wives of Windsor, v., 5.

Faithfulness: If your beloved is untrue to you, light three candles by the wrong ends
and say the Paternoster three times; then he is sure to come back to you. (Bohemia).

False Report: If a man is falsely reported dead, he will live ten years longer. (Silesia,
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Hesse.-WUTTKE, P. 39).
Famine: When crows, robins or rooks forsake a wood in a flock, it forebodes a famine.
Fangen: Forest spirits of German mythology.

Fantine: Swiss Folk-lore. A class of well-disposed fairies.

“On y voit encore la grotte ou vivaient les fantines ou masques, tout occupees a pro-
curer le bien-etre des habitants du vallon. Elles faisaient prosperer I'agriculture, procu-
rant des saisons favorables. Dans leur retraite, elles fabriquaient des clochettes pour
que le betail ne s’egarat pas dans les bois, alors plus touffus qu’aujourd’hui.”--Prof.
JEAN JALLA: Leg. Vaud. P. 20.

Farce: If you dream you see a farce, you will have good success in business.
Fascination: Human saliva is a charm against fascination.

Fate: Class. Myth. The goddess, or one of the goddesses of fate and destiny. In Greek
mythology they were three in number: Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos. cf. Norn, Parca,
Bidatapurusha, Hathor, Sudicky.

Father-in-law: It is an evil omen to dream of your father-in-law.

Faun: Rom. Myth. An ltalian deity of fields and woods, represented as having human
form with pointed ears, small horns and sometimes a goat’s tail, or as half goat and
half man.

Faunus: Rom. Relig. A rural deity, god of animal life and fruitfulness, patron of hus-
bandry, hunting and herding and guardian of the secret lore of nature.

Faust: Faust was a young German student who, after studying magic, sold himself to
the Devil. The legend has been immortalized by Goethe.

“Faust: O Faustus,

Now thou hast but one bare hour to live,

And then you must be damn’d perpetually.”

--MARLOW: Dr. Faustus (15897?)

Fay: Vide Fairy, EIf.

Feast: To dream that you are feasting without enjoying it is a forewarning of a great dis-
appointment.

Feather: The presence of game feathers in a feather bed will prolong the agonies of
death; it is impossible to die on a pillow stuffed with feathers of doves or pigeons.
(HAZLITT, P. 232).
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Feng-hwang: Chin. Myth. A pheasant-like bird of rich plumage and graceful form and
movement, fabled to appear in the land on the accession of a sage to the throne, or
when right principles are about to prevail. (MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., P. 43). cf.
Phoenix.

Feng-shui: A system of spirit influence for good and evil, believed by the Chinese to
attend the natural features of landscape.

Fenian: In Gaelic legend a band of heroes, forming a kind of free soldiery and chivalric
order. Their leader was Finn.

Fenodyres: The Manx name for a brownie.

Fenrir: Norse Myth. A wolf, spawn of Loki, who fights with Tyr, and is afterwards cast
into Niflheim by the Aesir. He killed Odin in a fight.

Fergus: Gaelic Legend. Son of Finn. He was a bard and an important member of the
Fenians.

Feronia: An ancient ltalian Goddess, a protectress of freedmen and markets.

Fetch: A double (g.v.). “In Ireland, ‘a fetch® is the supernatural facsimile of some individ-
ual, which comes to ensure to its original a happy longevity, or immediate dissolution; if
seen in the morning, the one event is predicted; if in the evening, the other.”--J. BANIM:
Tales of O’Haya Family, The Fetch. (1825).

“The Earl of Cromwell met the fetch of his friend William Rufus.”--TYLOR: Primitive
Culture.

Fetish: A material object supposed by the savage tribes to possess magical powers,
capable of bringing to issue the designs of the owner, or to preserve him from injury.
Originally this name was applied to the rude wooden idols of the West Africans. but is
now applied to similar objects all the world over. (cf. R. MARAN, Batouala, Lond., 1922,
P 79).

Feu Follet: The French name for a Jack-o’-Lantern.

Fever: To cure fever, spill a can of water suddenly on the patient (SCHIFFER, Urquell,
V. 223), or let him eat something he does not like. (Jew. Enc., Vol. V., P. 223).

In Burma fever is caused by a demon seizing people trespassing in his domain. He
shakes them with ague till he is exorcised. Apoplectic fits are similarly caused by other
demons. (TYLOR, P.C. VOI. 11, P. 124). Vide Epilepsy, Bacon, Cockchafer, Spider,
Nail, Willow, Eshshata, Agate, Magpie.

Fianna Eirinn: Irish for Fenian.
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Field: If a man dreams of green fields, he will marry a discreet, chaste and beautiful
woman; if a woman dreams the same, she will marry a loving and prudent husband, by
whom she will have prudent and beautiful children.

Field-mouse: In parts of England it is believed that a fieldmouse creeping over the back
of a sheep gives it paralysis, and that this can be cured by shutting up a mouse in the
hollow of a trunk of the witch-hazel or witch-elm tree, and leaving it to die of starvation.
(BRAND, Observations, P. 739 ; cf. FRAZER, Magic Art, vol. i, p. 83).

Fiend: An infernal being, generally mixed up with the Devil.

Fiery Apparitions: Apparitions in the form of fiery dogs and other animals are usually
the spirits of those who have committed some heinous crime in their lifetime. (ALPEN-
BURG, P. 210, etc.).

Filth: Many spirits, generally of a malevolent nature, take up their abode in filth.

Finger: If the finger joints crack when pulled, it is a sign that someone loves you.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1. 91).
Manx fishermen do not point at anything with a finger (RHYS, P. 396). Vide Hare.

Finn MacCoul: Gaelic Legend. Leader of the Fenians.

Finola: Irish Myth. The eldest of the four children of Ler, who were changed into swans
by their jealous stepmother and doomed to retain this form, though without loss of
human speech, for nine hundred years.

Fir (Tree): If a fir tree be touched, withered or burned with lightning, it is a warning to
the house that the master or mistress thereof will shortly die. (BRAND, Observations,
Vol. lll. P. 233).

Firbolg: Irish Legend. One of the tribes which settled in Ireland at a very early date, and
who were nearly destroyed by the Tuatha De Danann. They were identified with the
dark population of short stature, believed to be of Iberian affinities.

Fir Darrig: Irish lore. A little merry red man, not unlike in his disposition and movements
to Puck.

Fire: If the fire springs out of the hearth, you will receive a visit (Dutch--THORPE, VOI.
I, P. 328).

The noise occasioned when the enclosed gas in a piece of burning coal catches fire is
a sure indication of a quarrel between the inmates of the house (Gt. Britain).

If children play with fire at night, they are sure to wet the bed in their sleep. (STRACK-
ERJAN, Vol. 1., 45).
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In Japan the following things foretell a fire: a cock crowing loudly in the evening, a dog
climbing on the roof of a house or building, a weasel crying out once, and pulling up a
peculiar kind of grass, called the “hinode” (sunrise), which grows on many houses.
(GRIFFIS, M.E., P. 471).

St. Christopher saves from fire, St. Agatha protects from it, but St. Florian should be
invoked if a fire has already broken out.

If the fire burns brightly on Christmas morning, it betokens prosperity during the year; if
it smoulders, adversity. (RAGNER).

Making a cross with the bars of the grate and the poker drives the devil out of the
chimney, and so enables the fire to burn. (Gt. Britain.-ELWORTHY, E. E., P. 430).

In Ireland a fire is believed to be a great protection against fairies and witches. (ib. P.
436. cf. Ethnologie du Bengale, pp. 82, 92, 133; KUHN UND SCHWARTZ,
Norddeutsche Sagen, P. 92; WOLF, Beitage, Vol. I, P. 303: PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol. I,
pp. 615 seq.; WUTTKE, P. 195; LADY WILDE, P. 118; TYLOR, Primitive Culture, Vol. I,
p. 178; HYLTON-CAVALLIUS, Warend och Wirdarne, Vol. |, p. 191; ATKINSON,
Glossary of Cleveland Dialect, P. 597; HUBERT ET MAUSS, Essai sur le Sacrifice,
Annee Sociol., Vol. Il (1897-1898), P. 57, n. 7). Vide Beehive, Agatha St., Gipsy, Nail.

Fire-Fly: Night blindness is cured by eating a fire-fly. (Bengal).

Fireplace: If the fire in the fireplace bursts with an explosive sound, it is a sign of a
quarrel. (Silesia, Hesse, Mark, Swabia), but if you spit on it., you will not be the suffer-
er. (Mark. —WUTTKE, P. 37).

First: The first of April, August and December are unlucky days. (WUTTKE, P. 22;
STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il. P. 52).

First-born Children: They are believed to have the power of stopping rain; according to
the Muslims, they can do so by stripping naked and standing on their heads. In
Calcutta, they need only make a candle of cloth and burn it (Dic. Rel. Eth. Vol. VIII, P.
201).

It is believed in India that a first-born son leaning against anything will attract a thunder-
bolt to it. (Dic. Rel. Eth. Vol. VIII, P. 290; N.I.N.Q., I. (1891) 378).

First-buried: The spirit of the first-buried in a churchyard can never have rest, but must
wander about eternally. ,Hessen, Westphalia--WUTTKE, P. 215). cf. Last Buried.

Fish: If you count the number of fish you have caught, you will catch more that day.
(Gt. Britain).

If you meet a priest while on your way to fishing, you will have a good haul that day.
(Gt. Britain; Japan--GRIFFIS, M.E., P. 470).

Fish are sometimes transformed into birds (MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., P. 301).

It is unlucky to dream of a single fish, but lucky to dream of a shoal.

Spirits and other malevolent demons are very fond of fish, especially fried (cf.
Ethnologie du Bengale, P. 115; SKEAT, Malay Magic, P. 326). Vide Net, Woman.

Page 87



Fisherman: Fishermen spit on their hansel for luck in fishing.

Fishermen everywhere avoid mentioning at sea the name of a pig, hare, salmon, trout,
or dog, but go out of their way to find some other word when it is needful to indicate
either of these. (ELWORTHY, E.E., P. 313. BASSETT, P. 279). (For further supersti-
tions, see BASSETT, Legends and Superstitions of the Sea and Sailors, Lond., 1885).

Fish, Great: The larger portion of the treasure of the North American Indians; the small-
er portion being called Little Fish. (RIDER HAGGARD, Montezuma’s Daughter).

Fits: To cure fits, go into a church at midnight, and walk three times round the commun-
ion table. (LEAN, VOL. Il., p. 996).

Five: In Japan new clothes or sandals should not be put on after 5 p.m. (GRIFFIS,
M.E., P. 472).

Flatfoot: It is a sign of low descent. Vide Instep.

Flea: A flea-bite on the hand is a precursor of good news (Silesia, Hesse, Saxony.--
WUTTKE, P. 34), or it foretells that you will be kissed. (Germany, Austria).

Fleas will never come in a bed if the beds be aired on the Thursday before Easter.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, P. 111).

Fleas and bugs never infest a dying person. (LEAN, Vol. I, P. 579).

Flesh and Blood: Flesh and blood of the sacrificed were eaten and drunk by the
Aztecs, because they thought that this would make them strong and powerful (WUT-
TKE, Geschichte des Heidentums, Vol. |, P. 268, etc.); or produce inspiration. (FRAZ-
ER, G.B., vol. |, P. 133).

Flint: Ghosts cannot bear the sight of sparks from a flint. (Mark.--WUTTKE, P. 224).
Flood: St. Christopher protects from floods. Vide Frost.

Flora: The goddess of flowers and gardens, the beloved of Zephyr, and mother of
Spring.

Florian: Vide Fire.

Florimel’s Girdle: It would loosen itself or tear asunder if any woman unfaithful or
unchaste attempted to put it on. cf. Bahman’s Knife, Canace’s Mirror, Sophia’s Picture,
Mantle, Grotto of Ephesus, Water of Jealousy.

Flounder: According to a Sutherland tradition, the wry mouth of a flounder arose from
making faces at the rock-cod. (CAMPBELL, Sup. Scot. High., p. 223; cf. BASSETT P.
257).
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The white side of a flounder is caused by the Virgin Mary’s laying her hand on it.
(Finland.--Notes and Queries, 15-11-1883).

Flour: It is a sin for a Bulgarian not to fumigate the flour when it is brought from the mill,
especially if the mill is kept by a Turk; this is done to prevent the Devil from entering
into it. (ST. CLAIR and BROPHY, Bulgaria, P. 46; TYLOR, P.C., Vol. Il, P. 146).

To meet a person carrying flour is a bad omen. (India--JACKSON, F.L.N., Vol. |, P.
127).

Flower: If a flower be plucked from a grave and afterwards thrown away, the place
where the flower falls will be haunted. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, P. 154).

Flowers or wreaths must not be laid on the bed of a sick person; this is injurious to the
invalid. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 49).

If you take a flower with you to dinner, wipe your lips with it after drinking some wine,
and give it to your lover or sweetheart, he or she will fall madly in love with you.
(PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol. |, 443).

Ghosts sometimes take up their abodes in flower. (CROOKE, P.R.1.,, Vol. |, P. 291).

Fly: Vide Magpie, Vermin.

Flying: The power of flying through the air may be acquired by eating the heart of an
unborn babe. (STRACK, P. 21).

Witches are supposed to possess the power of flying through the air on brooms, goats,
etc. (LEHMANN, A.Z.; GRIMM, D.M.)

If you dream you are flying, you are vainly ambitious and romantic.

Flying Dutchman: A legendary Dutch mariner condemned to sail against the wind till the
Day of Judgment. His spectral ship, also called by this name, the seeing of which is
considered a very bad omen by sailors, is said to sail about in the neighbourhood of
the Cape of Good Hope with full sails in bad weather. (Capt. MARRYAT, The Phantom
Ship; Cf. WOLF, Niederlandische Sagen, No. 130; THORPE, N.M., Vol. lll, P. 295).
Vide Ship Spectral.

Foam: If the foam from a mule’s mouth, mixed with warm water, be drunk by an asth-
matic patient he will at once recover, but the mule will die. (FRAZER: G.B., Vol. lll, P.
23.)

Fog: “Fog on the hill
Brings water to the mill;
Fog on the moor
Brings the sun to the door.”
--New York (BERGEN, C.S., p. 112).

Folkvang: Norse Myth. Frey’s hall in Asgard to which went half of the battle-fallen
heroes.
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Fomor: In Gaelic legend they were giants or sea-demons, powers of darkness and evil,
believed to have been overcome by the Tuatha De Danann. Most of them were repre-
sented as huge and deformed, and some with animal heads.

Food: Food buried with the dead seems to have had the object of appeasing the spirit’s
hunger. (cf. Ethnologie du Bengale, P. 75; JOLLY, Recht und Sitte, p. 155; GREGOR, P.
21; LADY WILDE, P. 118; LE BRAZ, Vol. |, P. 267). Vide Pindi.

Fool's Paradise: Vide Limbus Fatuorum.

Foot: While going along the street, if you scrape the ground with your right foot, you will
meet a friend; if with your left, you will meet with a disappointment. (Gt. Britain).

Itching of the soles of the feet denotes a journey to some unknown place. (Gt. Britain,
India, Geymany.--WUTTKE, P. 41; among the Jews--Jew. Enc., Vol. IX., p. 600).

Bhuts enter a person’s body by means of the feet (CROOKE, P.R.l., Vol. |, P. 241). cf.
Hand.

Footprint: The Devil is said to leave footprints pointing towards a backward direction.
(See the story given by TYLOR in his Primitive Culture, Vol. |, P. 278).

Footwear: If they are lying on a table, they must be put on the floor before donning
them, otherwise they bring bad luck. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 46).

Fork: A fork accidentally dropped signifies a visit from a woman. (Gt. Britain). Vide
Knife.

Forseti: Teut. Myth.: A deity of Frisian origin whose chief seat was Heligoland. Norse
Myth.: Son of Balder.

Fortuna: Class. Relig. An allegoric divinity of the Greeks and Romans. She was the
goddess of Fortune; she is represented with a bandage round her eyes, and is stand-
ing either on a globe or on a circle.

Fossegrim: Another name for Grim.

Fountain: Dirce, wife of Lycus, was changed into a fountain by Bacchus. cf. Pirene.

Four-leaved Clover: It is lucky to find a four-leaved clover (Great Byitain), especially if it
be sewn inside the clothes. (Silesia.--WUTTKE, P. 96.)

Fowl: “To bewitch till he die, take a black hen and pluck from it every feather, and this

done keep them all carefully, so that not one be lost. With these you may do any harm
to grown-up people or children.” (LELAND, Etruscan Roman Remains, P. 354.)
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Fox: The fox and certain other animals are said to possess a power of bewitching
human beings by assuming phantom forms.

In Japan (GRIFFIS, CHAMBERLAIN, ASTON, BRINKLEY) and China (DE GROOT,
GILES, MAYER) for example, the animal is said to have innumerable powers; and, in
fox-possession, the spirit of the animal intrudes itself into the body of a man or woman
and exercises a more or less absolute control over the person in whose body it resides.
(Chin. Volksmarchen.)

If the tongue of a fox be dried and worn near the heart, it will safeguard you against
erysipelas in the face. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 85.) Vide Courage, Hare.

Francus: Myth. Son of Hector. According to the poet Ronsard in his book Franciade,
Francus is said to be the father of the French nation.

Frau Holle: Ger. Myth. A variation of the Wild Hunt. Vide Holda.

Freiherr von Guttingen: He collected the poor in a great barn and burnt them to death,
mocking their cries of agony all the while. He, like Hatto, was invaded by mice and ran
to his castle of Guttingen on Lake Constance, Whither the vermin pursued him and ate
him alive.

The Swiss legend says that the castle sank in the lake and may still be seen.

Freiherr von Guttingen had three castles, one of which was Moosberg.

cf. Hatto, Graaf, Widerolf, Adolf.

Frey: Teut. Myth. A Vanir deity of fruitfulness, love, prosperity and peace. He was united
with Gerth, a giantess.

Freya: Norse Myth. The goddess of love and beauty, who also presided over the
regions of the dead. She was one of the Vanir and daughter of Njorth, and sister of
Frey. Her famous possession was the jewel or necklace Brisingamen, which was
obtained from the dwarfs.

Friday: Nails should be cut on a Friday; it brings luck and helps to keep toothache

away (Germany), hair cut on this day grows well (Silesia); children born on this day
have much to suffer (Tyrol.--WUTTKE, pp. 12, 17.).

Never be born on a Friday, help it if you can.”

--(Great Britain).

Sick persons should not be visited on a Friday. (LADY WILDE, P. 214).

Sailors will not sail on a Friday.

Friday derives its name from Freya or Frigg, to whom it is dedicated. Vide Sunday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Death Omens.

Friendship: Vide Needle, Knife, Dog, Garden, Pin.

Frigg(a): Norse Myth. Wife of Odin and goddess of the sky. She presides over marriage
and domestic life. She rules not only in heaven, but also in the dark nether world, the
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abode of the dead.

Frog: When frogs croak more than usual, it is a sign of bad weather.

Frogs, lizards, owls and bats are used for various magical purposes, and as love
charms. (PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol. |, PP. 440 et seq.)

To meet a frog is lucky (LEAN, Vol. I, P. 51); it indicates that the person is about to
receive money.

Frogs or toads must not be killed on All Hallows Day because “poor souls reside in
them.” (ZINGERLE, Sitten, P. 114.)

According to the Mongol Lamas, a frog supports the earth on its back. Vide Jnun.

Frost: “Brouillard en Mars, bientot il pleut;
Gelee en Mai plus qu’on en veut.”
Frost is foretold by the redness of the robin’s breast. (Gt. Britain).

Fruit: Plucking fruits after nightfall is an extremely pernicious habit; it disturbs the rest
of the spirits living in the trees. (India.)

In Westphalia (WOLF, Beitrage, Vol. I, P. 301; WUTTKE, p. 88) and in Bohemia
(GROHMANN), fruits and bread are thrown into the water as a peace-offering to the
Nixies.

On Christmas Eve, South Slavonian and Bulgarian peasants swing an axe threatening-
ly against a barren fruit tree. This is done thrice, and then another man intercedes.
After that the frightened tree will certainly bear fruit next year. (KRAUSS, V.R.B.S., P.
34.)

The Malays have a similar mode of horticulture. (SKEAT, M.M., 198 seq.) cf. Jal Pari,
Tree, Stone.

Fukurukuju: Jap. Myth. A god of luck; he is represented as possessing an extraordinari-
ly long head and accompanied by a crane, a deer, and a tortoise.

Full Moon: Cabbages must not be planted at the time of the full moon; if done, the
seeds will come up on the top the next morning; the moon draws them up! (STRACK-
ERJAN, Vol. |, P. 49.) Vide Moon.

Furies: English name for the Erinyes.

Fye-token: It is the name given for a “waff in Scotland.

Fylfot: Same as Swastika.

Fylgja: Norse Myth. Tutelary spirits which attended a person either as his soul or as

guardian spirits.

G
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Gaea: Gr. Myth. The earth as a goddess, the eldest born of Chaos.
Gal-alim: Babyl. Myth. A deity of a local character.

Galatea: Sicilian Myth. A sea-nymph beloved by Polypheme, a Cyclops. She herself
had a heartache for Acis. The jealous giant crushed his rival under a huge rock and
Galatea, inconsolable at the loss of her lover, was changed into a fountain. The word
“Galatea“ is used poetically for any rustic maiden. (DR. BREWER, R.H., p. 401; Petit
Larousse, p. 1335.)

Gale: A gale is caused by the spirit of the winds rushing through the air.
A gale is foretold by many crows getting together in the early morning. (Tibet.--WAD-
DELL, P. 136.)

Gallu: In Babylonian superstition this was a demon; the word signifies “the great one.”
Gammadion: Another name for the Swastika (qg.v.).

Gandini: Hindu Myth. Daughter of Kasi Raja; she had been twelve years in her moth-
er’'s womb, when her father desired her to come forth. The child advised her father to
present to the Brahmans a cow every day for three years and at the end of that time
she would be born. This was done and the child on being born, received the name of
Gandini, “cow daily.” (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 106.)

Gandreid: “Spirit’s ride”; the Norse name for the “Wild Hunt” (q.v.).

Ganesha: Hind. Myth. The god of wisdom and prudence the remover of obstacles. He
is the son of Siva and Parvati; he is represented as a short, fat, yellow man with a
large belly and with the head of an elephant. Generally, he is sitting cross-legged.

Ganymede: Gr. Myth. A beautiful shepherd boy of Phrygia, who was carried up to
Olympus by Zeus, and made cupbearer of the gods.

Garden: If you dream of a garden, and the trees are bare, your friends will become
poor, or you will lose their friendship; but if the trees are in blossom, you will have pros-

perity.

Gardsvor: “House-guardian they are the household-spirits of the Scandinavians. cf.
Brownie, Nisse, Domovoy.

Garlic: In Serbia rubbing the breast with garlic is a protection against a spirit that flies
about at night.

The presence of Mamdos and other evil spirits is easily detected by the smell of garlic.
(India.)
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Danish mothers used garlic to keep evil away from children. (BRAND, Observations, P.
335.)

Garlic was an old English cure for a fiend-struck patient. (CHAMBERS, Book of Days,
vol. i, P. 720.)

In India (CROOKE, P.R.1., Vol. Il, P. 35; Ethnologie du Bengale, pp. 118, 85 n. 3; Cf.
JOLLY, Recht und Sitte, PP. 157 seq.; DURKHEIM, La Prohibition de l'inceste, Annee
Sociologique, Vol. I, 1896-1897, PP. 44 seq.), and in Macedonia (ABBOTT, P. 141),
garlic is said to scare away demons.

Garm: Norse Myth. Hell’'s watch-dog, a monster who at Ragnarok breaks loose from
his chains, bays terribly and slays and is slain by Tyr. cf. Cerberus.

Garnet: The garnet is an emblem of constancy and is, like the jacinth, dedicated to
January.
This was the carbuncle of the ancients, which, they said, gave out light.

Garter: The exchange of a yellow garter means a proposal in six months. (Washington,
D.C.--BERGEN, C.S., p. 65.)

If a bride loses a garter, it is a sign that the marriage will be broken off. (STRACKER-
JAN, Vol. |, P. 35.) cf, Veil.

Garuda: (pron. Garur). The Garuda of Buddhist mythology is a mysterious being whose
form is like that of a bird of prey, not unlike an eagle or vulture. Vide Tengu.

Gates of Gundoforus: No one carrying poison could pass through these gates. They
were made of the horn of the horned snake by the Apostle Thomas. He built a palace
of sethym wood for the Indian prince Gundoforus, and set up these gates. Vide Horn,
Nurjehan’s Bracelet, Unicorn, Peacock, Rhinoceros, Venetian Glass.

Gauri: Hindu Myth. Devi (g.v.) considered as a beneficent deity.

Gautami: Hind. Myth. An epithet of Durga. (ii) Name of a fierce Rakshasi or female
demon.

Gefjon: Norse Myth. A minor goddess resembling Freya. She shares Odin’s knowledge
of world’s fates and to her come those who die as maids.

Geomancy: Divinations by means of points made in sand, or by means of pebbles or
grains of sand placed on a piece of paper.

Germane, St.: The patron saint for children. Vide Child.
Gerstenalte: “Barley-gaffer”; a Teutonic field-spirit of the human type.

Gerth: Teut. Myth. A giantess, wife of Frey.
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Gertrude, St.: Vide Mouse, Rat, Vermin.
Geryon: Gr. Myth. A giant with three heads, who was killed by Hercules.

Getting out of Bed: You should not get out of bed with the left foot first; if you do so,
you will have ill luck the whole day. (Silesia, Hesse, Saxony.--WUTTKE, P. 131;
Oldenburg.--STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 35 ; India, Great Britan, Bohemia, Persia,
Turkey, etc.)

Ghaddar: (Ar.). An evil spirit of Arabic superstition; it is said to be an offspring of Iblis
and is described as found in the borders of El-Yemen. It entices men and either tor-
tures them or merely terrifies and then leaves them. (LANE, A.S.M.A,, P. 44.)

Gharrar: Another spelling for Ghaddar.

Ghost: The soul of a deceased person spoken of as appearing in a visible form or oth-
erwise manifesting its presence to the living.
:Ghost: | am thy father’s spirit;
Doomed for a certain term to walk the night,
And for the day confined to fast in fires,
Till the foul crimes done in my days of nature
Are burnt and purg’d away . . .”
--SHAKESPEARE, Hamlet, i. v. 15.
To dream of a ghost tells you that persons you fancy to be your enemies are perhaps
your best friends.

Ghoul: (Ar.). The Arabs regard it as a kind of Shaitan, that eat men and are capable of
assuming various forms; they haunt burial grounds and other sequestered spots and
feed upon dead bodies. They are supposed to be the offsprings of Iblis. (LANE,
AS.UA. P.43)

In all Mohammedan countries they are supposed to rob graves and prey on human
corpses; they also kidnap children and devour them. (See the story given in Grande
Dictionnaire de la langue francaise.)

“It sucks with the vampire, gorges with the ghoule.”

--LOWELL, Among my Books.

Sergeant Bertrand who dug up dead bodies from the Cimetiere du Pere Lachaise and
other cemeteries in and around Paris, and whose case created a great sensation in
1848, has been considered by Mr. Elliot O’Donnell (Werewolves) to have been pos-
sessed by a ghoul; in the opinion of Dr. R. von Krafft-Ebing (Psychopathia Sexualis.
Eng. tr. P. 70), it was a clear case of sadism. cf. TARDIEU, Attentats aux moeurs, 1878,
P. 114; LEGRAND, La folie devant les tribuns, P. 514 ; PLOSS, Das Weib, Vol. OO, P.
591.) Vide Ankle-bone, Iron, Tooth.

Ghritachi: Hind. Myth. The name of an Apsaras or celestial nymph.
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Giant: Gr. Myth. The offspring of Uranus and Gaea (Heaven and Earth), who rebelled
against the gods.

A mythical manlike or monstrous being of a huge stature and of more than mortal but
less than godlike power and strength. They appear very frequently in mediaeval
romances and nursery tales, as also in traditions and romantic fiction.

Giantess: The female counterpart of a giant.
Giavanel: Another name for the Dusou (q.v.)

Gift: Sharp instruments should not be given as gifts, they cut friendship; neither pointed
instruments. Vide Scissors, Shoes.

Gigantomachy: “The war of the giants.”

Gigelorum: In Celtic superstition this is the smallest animal in the world. All that is
known about it is, that it makes its nest in the mite’s ear. (CAMPBELL, Sup. Scot.
Highl., P. 220.)

Gidas, St.: Guardian saint of idiots.

Gilgamesh: Babyl. Myth. A legendary king, hero of an epic bearing his name. With
Eabani, his comrade, who dies, he is afflicted with foul diseases. Ut-napishtim (qg.v.)
cures him and directs him to the plant of immortality. Nergal grants him an interview

with the ghost of Eabani who describes the sad lot of the dead in the underworld.

Gin-sai: A fabulous bird “capable of diffusing so venomous an influence that even its
shadow poisons food.” (GRIFFIS, Corea, P. 306.) cf. Basilisk, Dragon, Bazalicek.

Gipsy: Gipsies can cure various diseases and tell fortunes. (Great Britain.)
Gipsies can protect houses from burning. (WOLF, Beitrage, Vol. I, P. 376; SCHONEW-
ERTH, Vol. II, P. 83; WUTTKE, P. 140.)

Girdle: If a girdle be accidentally loosed on a woman, it is construed into an omen of an
easy delivery. (Macedonia.--ABBOTT, p. 99.) Vide Stocking.

Girru: Babyl. Myth. A deity symbolizing the element of fire.
Gjallhorn: Norse Myth. The horn belonging to Heimdall, of Asgard.
Gladsheim: Norse Myth. The abode of Odin in Asgard.

Glaisein: The Glaisein of the Isle of Man was a kind of brownie and was “very strong,
he frequented farms, threshed corn and went to the sheep-folds.” (CAMPBELL, West
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Highland Tales, Introd. liii.)
Glaisrig: Manx Folklore. A female fairy or goblin, half-human, half-beast.

Glaistig: Manx Folklore. A kind of she-goblin which takes the form of a goat.

The Glaistig of the Highlands of Scotland was “a tutelary being in the shape of a thin
grey little woman, with long yellow hair reaching to her heels, dressed in green, haunt-
ing certain sites and farms, and watching in some cases over the house, in others over
the cattle.” (CAMPBELL, Sup. Scot. Highl., p. 155.)

Glashan: In West Highland superstition it was a hirsute spirit that rebelled against cloth-
ing. cf. Gruagach.

Glass: You are sure to invite a quarrel if you look through a piece of broken glass.
(Great Britain.)

A glass full of water which must not be drunk, protects the house from robbery and
theft. (Bohemia, Parts of Germany.)

Glaucus : Gr. Myth. (i) A Boetian fisherman who was later made a god of the waters.
(ii) Son of Sisyphus and father of Bellerophon. He was devoured (torn to pieces?) by
horses for having spoken derogatorily of Venus.

Gloso: “Glow sow*; a field spirit of Swedish folklore.
Glove: It is unlucky to lose a glove. (Bathurst, N.B.)

Glutton: If you cannot make your thumb and finger meet round your wrist, you are a
glutton. (Prov. of Quebec.BERGEN, C.S., P. 35.) Vide Mole.

gNan: They are malignant Tibetan spirits who are believed to cause pestilential dis-
eases; they infest certain trees, rocks, and springs.

Gnat: When gnats fly low, it indicates rain at hand. When they fly high and are at all
abundant, fine weather may be expected. (Great Britain.)

Gnome: A species of supernatural deformed dwarfs who, according to the cabbalists,
inhabit the centre of the earth. They are supposed to be guardians of hidden treasures.

Goat: He-goats are the favourite mounts of witches. (GRIMM, D.M., p. 1049; KUHN
UND SCHWARZ, 18, 232, 470; LETTBUSCHER, Die Wahrwolfe; STRACKERJAN, Vol.
I, p. 87.)

Witches and demons sometimes assume the form of he-goats. (ENNEMOSER, Hist.
Mag., Vol. I, p. 148.)

The Garos of Assam offer a black goat on the top of a mountain in times of drought.
(DALTON, Descriptive Ethnology, P. 88).
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Gobelinus: According to Ordericus Vitalis (12th century), it is the popular name of a
spirit which haunted the neighbourhood of Evreaux.

Goblin: A kind of mischievous spirit of a grotesque shape.
“Bhutas are evil spirits of the lowest order, corresponding to our ghosts and other gob-
lins of the nursery.”--ELPHINSTONE, Hist. of India (1841).

God: The Jews and the Mohammedans do not call God by name, lest they commit the
crime of blasphemy.

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God in vain.” The Ten Commandments
(Exodus xx, 7). cf. Qor’an, Shedim.

God, Blind: A common epithet of Cupid, god of love.

God of Luck: Jap. Myth. There are in all seven gods of luck. They are: Fukurokuju,
Daikoku, Hotei, Bishamon, Benten, Ebisu and Jurojin. (CHAMBERLAIN, p. 235; cf.
ANDERSON'’S Catalogue of Japanese and Chinese Paintings in the British Museum,
pp. 27-46.)

God-father: A man must not be god-father to a baby girl, lest she die a spinster.
(Wetterau, Westphalia,-WUTTKE, P. 199.)

God-mother: Pregnant women must not become god-mothers to other children; if they
do so, either their own or the god-children will die. (Pomerania, Silesia.-WUTTKE, P.
193.)

God-parents: God-parents whose god-children have died must not be god-parents
again, lest the others die too. (Wetterau, Westphalia.-WUTTKE, P. 199.)

Gog: Gog and Magog were the popular names of two enormous wooden statues erect-
ed in 1708 in the Guildhall, London.

Goitre : Vide Stones, Tattooing.
Gold: To dream of gold denotes success and money.

Golden Age: A fabled primeval period of perfect human happiness and innocence, in
which the earth yielded her fruits without toil and all creatures lived in peace.

Gold Fish: They were formerly supposed to live on gold. (CoNWAY, Demonology, Vol.
1, P. 228.)

Golden Fleece: The fleece of gold taken from the ram on which Phryxus was carried
through the air to Colchis, and in quest of which the Argonauts sailed under Jason.
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Golem: Everything that is in a state of incompletion, or everything not fully formed.
Originally it meant “embryo.”

Goll: Gaelic legend. The leader of a band which Finn outwitted.

Good Friday: Bathing on this day in the river is especially beneficent for the itch.
(PANZER, Beeitr. zur deut. Myth., |, 258.)

One should not go into the garden on a Good Friday; caterpillars will be numerous if
this be done. (WUTTKE, P. 18.)

Goose: A goose is the silliest animal on earth, hence the expression “a silly goose.”

If the breast-bones of a roasted goose are white or bluish, it is a sign of a severe win-
ter; if brown, of a mild one. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. I, P. 25; HAZLITT, P. 284; Atkinson,
Cleveland Glossary.)

Geese give warning of death by flying round a house. (OWEN, PP. 304, 205.) Vide
Barnacle, Holly, St. Matthew’s Day.

Gopis: Hind. Myth. The cowherd damsels and wives with whom Krishna (g.v.) sported
in his youth. (DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 113.)

Gorgon: Gr. Myth. They were monsters with snakes for hair; their look was so terrible
that it turned anyone into stone. They were three in number and were called: Medusa,
Euryale and Stheno; of these Medusa alone was mortal.

In modern Greek folklore a gorgon is represented as half woman, half fish. Their
favourite resort, especially on Saturday nights, is reputed to be the Black Sea. (LAW-
SON, P. 185.)

Gorska makva: In Bulgarian superstition she is a hag who torments children by night.
She is a frightful woodspirit with the head like that of an ox, and is the exact counter-
part of the Russian Kriksy.

Gout: Walking in the fields on a Friday morning before sunrise cures gout. (LEAN, Vol.
I, P. 497.)
St. Wolfgang relieves people suffering from this disease.

Go-Vardhana: Hind. Myth. A mountain in Vrindavana, which Krishna induced the
cowherds and cowherdesses to worship instead of Indra. This enraged the god, who
sent a deluge of rain to wash away the mountain and all the people of the country; but
Krishna held up the mountain with his little finger for seven days to shelter the people
of Vrindavana. Indra retired baffled and afterwards did homage to Krishna. (Dowson,
H.C.D., P. 114))

Graaf: A German count who, in order to enrich himself, bought up all the corn. One
year a sad famine prevailed, and the count expected to reap a rich harvest by his spec-
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ulation, but an army of rats pressed by hunger, invaded his barns, and swarming into
his Rhine castle, fell on the old baron, worried him to death, and then devoured him. cf.
Freiherr von Gutlingen, Hatto, Widerolf, Adolf.

Graces: Class. Myth. Graceful and beautiful maidens, sister goddesses, represented as
intimate with the Muses. They were three in number: Aglaia (Brilliance), Euphrosyne
(Joy) and Thalia (Bloom); they were regarded as inspirers of the qualities which give
charm to nature--love, wisdom, etc.

Graeae: Gr. Myth. Watchers for the Gorgons, daughters of a sea-deity. They were born
with grey hair and had but one eye and one tooth between them. They were three in
number and called; Deino, Enyo and Pephredo.

Graha: The power that seizes and obscures the sun and moon, causing eclipses. Vide
Rahu, Ketu, Maboya, Aracho.

(ii) Evil spirits with which people, especially children, are possessed and which cause
sickness and death. They are supposed to be amenable to medicine and exorcism.
(DOWSON, H.C.D., p. 114.)

Grama-devata: “Gods of the village”; in North India they are generally non-human spir-
its.

Grand Veneur: At certain times of the year, a spectral huntsman, accompanied by his
full ghostly pack of hounds, is said to hunt in the forest of Fontainebleu. He is the Wild
Huntsman (q.v.) of France. cf. Herne the Hunter, Wodan.

Grape: It is a good omen to dream of eating grapes; you will have profits.

Grass: If a dog eats grass, it is a sign of an approaching rain. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |,
P. 24). Cats chewing grass prognosticate the same.

On Christmas Eve, thrash the garden with a flail, with only your shirt on, and the grass
will grow well next year (RAGNER).

Grass Demon: The name of a Teutonic field-spirit who lives in the meadows.

Grave: To dream of an open grave denotes sickness and disappointment.

Great Bear: Callisto (g.v.) after her death, became the constellation Great Bear.

Great Mother: The nature goddess of Anatolia whose chief name is Cybele.

Green: This is an unlucky colour and should therefore be avoided as much as possible.
(Great Britain.)

“Brides in green
Keep sorrow unseen.”
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--(Great Britain.)
Grey: This colour like black, is unlucky; it denotes death and guilt.
Grigri Another name for Juiju.
Grim: Norwegian Superstition. A spirit of the waterfalls. In a story, a mysterious water-
fairy, a musical genius, who plays to everyone and requires a white kid every Thursday.
(THORPE, N.M., Vol. Il, p. 23.)

Gripes: St. Erasmus cures gripes.

Groats: In German folklore they are the hidden enchantedtreasures of the dwarfs.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, P. 79.)

Grotto of Ephesus: Near Ephesus was a grotto containing a statue of Diana, attached
to a reed, presented by Pan. If a young woman charged with dishonour, entered this
grotto and the reeds gave forth musical sounds, she was declared to be a pure virgin;
if, on the other hand, it gave forth hideous noises, she was denounced and never seen
more. (LORD LYTTON: Tales Of Miletis, lll.)

Vide Florimel’s Girdle, Mantle, Candle Glowing, etc.

Gruagach: A spirit of Skipness who, like Glashan, rebelled against clothes.

Grumisel-rou: A kind of Swiss spirit, which appears in the form of a red ball of fire.
(JALLA, Leg. Vaud., P. 27.)

Guan Di: The Chinese god of war. His name is supposed to be a charm against a mul-
titude of evils.

Guan Yin: Buddhist Folklore. A being who helps in time of need. She is the goddess of
charity and pity; she is represented as dressed in white and riding an elephant. (Chin.
Volksmarchen, p. 202.)
Vide Pu Hian, Wen Ju.

Gudrun: Volsunga Saga. A sister of Gunnar; she wins Sigurd by the help of a magic
draught and, after his death, marries Atli.

Gula: Babyl. Myth. The consort of Ninib.

Gun: Guns should neither be carried nor placed on the head; this prevents a child from
growing taller. (Japan.--GRIFFIS, M.E., P. 470.)

Gundoforus: Vide Gates of Gundoforus.
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Gunnar: Volsunga Saga. Brother of Gudrun, husband of Brynhild.

Gunther: Nibelungenlied. King of Burgundy, whose sister Kriemhild (g.v.) is married to
Siegfried. After the murder of Siegfried, Gunther and his knights are treacherously
slaughtered at the instigation of his widow, Kriemhild.

Gutrune: In the “Ring of the Nibelungen” she is Gunther’s sister who became wife of
Siegfried.

Gutta Percha: If you wear gutta percha soles to your boots or shoes you will have dis-
eases of the eye and impaired sight. (LEAN, vol. I, p. 165.)

Gwrach y Rhibyn: Welsh Folklore. A spirit which gives warning of an approaching
death. (Rhys C.F., p. 953.)
cf. Banshee, Smrtnice, Bozaloshtsh, Death Warnings.

Gwydion: Celt. Myth. A Cymric deity, husband of Arianrod, famous as a magician. He is
a friend of mankind, a giver of arts and civilization, and is against the underworld pow-
ers.

Gwyn: Celt. Myth. A Cymric underworld deity, who conducts the souls of the dead to
Annwn. In later Welsh legends, he is a king of the fairies.

Gwragedd Annwn: These are Welsh fairies of lakes and streams, and are neither mer-
maids nor sea-maidens. They are said to be descendants of villagers condemned to
sink below the waters for reviling St. Patrick on one of his visits (SIKES, Brit. Gob., P.
35).

They may be brought up by mortals by dropping bread and cheese in the water. (ib,, P.
41; BASSETT, P. 151))

H

Habergeis: In Tyrol it is a malicious bird which is one of the Devil’s tools. Its cry
denotes death, and anyone imitating it would at once be torn to pieces. (ALPENBURG,
Mythen, P. 385; ZINGERLE, Sitten, p. 42.)

Habsburg: The Habsburg family of Austria is said to have an ancestress who gives
warning of an approaching death or deaths. By some authors she has been confused
with the White Lady of the Hohenzollerns. cf. Melusine, White Lady.

Hackelberg, Hackelberend: The Wild Huntsman of Germany is usually known by this
name.

Hacketaler: This is the German equivalent of the Luck Penny. (On the method of
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obtaining one of these, see WUTTKE, Der deutsche Volksaberglaube der Gegenwart,
P. 177.)

Haddock: The black spots on each side of a haddock near the gills, are the impression
of St. Peter’s finger and thumb, when he took the tribute money from the fish’s mouth,

or of Christ when he held the fish, at the time he fed the “multitude.” (Great Britain. cf.

St. Matthew, xiv, 16-21).

A haddock’s bones should not be burnt in Scotland. A haddock once said:

“Roast me and boil me,

But dinnah burn my behns.

Or then I'll be a stranger

Aboot yi’r hearth-stanes.”

(BRAND, Observations, Vol. Ill, P. 262 BASSETT, P. 260.)

Hades: Rom. Myth. The god of the lower worlds corresponding to Pluto of the Greeks.
Haemorrhage: Topaz is favourable for hoemorrhages.

Hafaza: (Ar.) Moham. Myth. Certain angels who protect men from the jinni and the
shaitans. They are four in number, two of whom are on duty at daytime, and two at
night. The hafaza write down the actions of man and keep an account of his good as
well as of his bad deeds.

Haferbock: “Oat-goat”; a field-spirit of German folklore.

Hagen: Nibelungenlied. A fierce knight in the court of King Gunther, who treacherously
slays Siegfried (q.v.) and is himself slain by Kriemhild (qg.v.), his widow.

Haimavati: Hind. Myth. “Daughter of the Himalaya Mountains”; one of the various epi-
thets of Devi.

Hair: If a dog bites you, any evil consequences may be averted by applying three of the
dog’s hairs to the wound. (Great Britain.)

Hair should under no circumstances be thrown away, as other people finding it may
perform many magical operations harmful to the owner. (Great Britain, France,
Germany, India, etc.) In India, however, women may throw their hair away, provided
they tie it to something. (DAY, Folktales of Bengal, p. 87.); or in Europe, spitting on cut
hair before throwing it away will be sufficient to prevent it being used by witches.
(ZINGERLE, Sitten, etc., NOS. 176, 580; Melusine, 1878, c. 79; FRAZER, G.B., Vol. |,
P. 204; ELWORTHY, E.E., P. 416.)

Men’s hair turns grey upon a sudden and violent fright.

“Thy father’s beard is turned white with the news.”--SHAKESPEARE.

Hair is considered to be the seat of strength. (FRAZER, The Magic Art, Vol. |, pp. 102,
344; cf. the story of Samson.)

The Muslim exorcists of India tie a knot in the hair to prevent certain devils from escap-
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ing. (CROOKE, Islam in India, P. 237.)

The women of Leon believe that selling hair is equivalent to selling their souls. (LE
BRAZ, Vol. 1, P. 367.)

In Wales hair, after it has been cut, is carefully collected and hidden away, for to burn it
would be injurious to the health. (Rhys, C.F., P. 599.)

“A hairy man’s a geary man, but a hairy wife’s a witch.” (LEAN, Vol. I, P. 39.)

If a Japanese should set his hair on fire, it is a sign that he will go mad. (GRIFFIS,
M.E., P. 468.)

A girl whose lover comes seldom to her, can remedy this by tearing out one of his hairs
without his knowledge.

Hair should not be combed with a comb which has been used for a dead person; if this
be done, the person using it will die a speedy death. (East Prussia.--WUTTKE, P. 214.)
If a child’s hair be cut before its seventh year, he will have no courage. (WOLF,
Beitrage, vol. |, p. 209.)

If you dream you are combing your hair, and it is long and fine, you will have many joys
of short duration.

“Comb your hair after dark,

Comb sorrow to your heart.”

--Great Britain, India.

Vide Arm, Love, Pulling Hair, Nest, Age, Friday.

Hair Cutting: A boy’s hair must not be cut till he is seven years old; this would prevent
him getting strong. (Wetterau, Westphalia. WUTTKE, P. 202.)
If a child’s hair be cut, an elf lock will grow. (Jew. Enc,, Vol. IV, P. 31 ; Vol. IX, p. 601.)

Hairpin: Hairpins dropping out of the head indicate that someone is thinking of you
(Great Britain), or that you will lose a lover. (Germany.) cf. Shoelace.

Hairy Body: If a person’s body is very hairy, it indicates that he will be lucky. (Jew. Enc.,
Vol. VI, P. 158.)

If a man’s chest be devoid of hair, it is a sure sign that he is, or will be, a thief.
(Bengal.)

If a woman’s body be hairy, she will either be unfaithful to her husband or be a widow.
(Northern India.)

Haizum: Moham, Myth. The horse which Gabriel rode when he led a squadron of three
thousand angels against the Koreishites in the famous battle of Bedr.

Hakenmann: Teut. Folklore. “Hook-man”; a male nix who was armed with a hook, so
that he might drag his victims down into the water.

Ham: Throwing ham, lard and other eatables in the fire is considered to be a protection

against the house burning. (WUTTKE, P. 87.) This is done probably, to appease the
spirits of the fire.
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Hamadryad: Certain kinds of nymphs living in trees and mentioned in classical mvthol-
ogy.

Hand: On the night of Hosha’na Rabbah, anyone who tries to read his future from his
shadow and does not see the shadow of the right hand, will lose a son during the year;
if he fails to see the left hand, he will lose a daughter; if a finger, he will lose a friend.
(Jew. Enc., Vol. VI, P. 212, quoting BUXTORF.)

If a person has cold hands during your marriage, it is a sign that you will die soon.
(East Friesland. WUTTKE, P. 41.)

Cold hands at the beginning of a journey is an indication that the person will never
return. (Thuringia.—ib.)

“old hands and a warm heart.” (Great Britain. cf. Kalte Hande, warmes Herz).

Bhuts enter a person’s body by means of the hands; hence much is made of ablution,
(India. CROOKE, Vol. 1, P. 241.)

The dried up hand of an executed criminal is a powerful charm. (India, CROOKE,
P.R.1., Vol. Il, P. 245,)

The hand of a dead man is used to stir the milk when butter will not form. (BRAND,
Observations, P. 732; N.I.N.Q. II, 215; LADY WILDE, Legends, 81 seq., 172.)

The Cornish miners sometimes see a dead hand holding a light. This is a sure indica-
tion of ill-luck. (LE BRAZ, Vol. 1, P. 35, quoting Revue des traditions populaires, Vol. Il,
P. 474.)

On telling fortunes by the hand, see MRS. JOHN WHITE: Shall | tell you your Fortune,
my pretty Maid?

Hand of Gadkhali: In popular Indian superstition this is the name by which a certain
authentic(!) ghost of Gadkhali, a village in Bengal, which was devastated by a cholera
epidemic, is designated. The existence of this particular ghost is unquestionably recog-
nized by the Bengal peasantry.

Han Siang Dsi: Chin. Myth. The seventh of the Immortals (q.v.).

Hantu: Among the Malays the demons or evil spirits are called by this name; they are
supposed to cause various diseases. (SKEAT, Malay Magic; TYLOR, P.C., Vol. Il, P.
115. cf. the Ruahs of Jewish superstition.) Thus:

Hantu Kalumbahan: causes small-pox.

Hantu Kamong: brings on inflammation of the hands and feet.

Hantu Pari: sucks the blood of the wounded and thus causes blood to flow. Vide
Vampire.

(For other kinds of Hantus, See SKEAT, Malay Magic.)

Hanuman: “Monkey God”; in N. India he is installed at the foundation of every settle-
ment.
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In Hindu mythology he is the son of the wind and a monkey-nymph. He was the ally of
Rama (g.v.) in his war against Ravana, the demon king of Lanka (Ceylon). He is repre-
sented as huge in stature, golden in colour with a ruby face, and is the hero of numer-
ous exploits.

Hanging: The personal belongings or the dismembered parts of the body of a hanged
person bring luck. (WUTTKE, P. 104; cf. GRIFFITH, Chronicles of Newgate; LEAN Vol.
I, P. 483.) Vide Hand.

Hapi: Egypt. Myth. The dog-headed genius of Amenti. He was associated with the
South.

Hara-kiri: “Suicide by means of opening the belly” of the Japanese is probably a rem-
nant of the belief that a dead man requires attendants in the spirit world to administer
to his needs. Vide Horse, Camel, Burial, Sati.

Hare: In Great Britain, India, Germany (WUTTKE, P. 32) and in the Slavic countries it is
a bad omen if a hare runs across one’s path. (ELWORTHY, E.E., P. 31; ABBOTT, p.
106. cf. F.L.J., 1883, P. 355; Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 108.)

Among the Kirghiz (SCHUYLER, Vol. Il, p. 29), and in Alsace (LAMBS, P. 30), if a hare
runs across a man’s path while he is on a journey, it forbodes ill luck and he usually
turns back.

It was believed at one time that hares changed their sex every year.

In Chinese superstition the hare conceives by gazing at the moon; the female of the
hare produces her young from the mouth. Like the fox, the hare attains the age of one
thousand years, and becomes white when half that period is completed. (MAYER,
Chin. Read. Man., P. 233.)

Hare’s fat cures bad fingers. (Alsace.-LAMBS, P. 30.)

In Cornwall, when a girl has loved not wisely but too well, she haunts her deceiver in
the shape of a white hare. (HUNT, Pop. Rom., P. 377.)

Hare is considered unlucky by sailors. (BASSETT, P. 279.)

The Albanians refuse to touch hare when it is killed. (ABBOTT, P. 106.)

The Roman augurs considered it an ill omen if a hare crossed their way; they suspect-
ed they would be robbed or come to some mischance. Vide Red Hare, Fisherman.

Harmonia: Greek Legend. Wife of Cadmus. She was the proud possessor of a garment
and a necklace which had the property of stirring up strife and causing bloodshed, and
bringing evil to every possessor.

Harp: Vide Teirtus’s Harp.

Harpocratos: Gr. Myth. A god of silence.

Harpy: “Snatcher”; in Classical mythology they were fabulous monsters, rapacious and
filthy, having the body and face of a woman and bird’s wings and claws; they were sup-

Page 106



posed to act as ministers of divine vengeance. They were malignant creatures; they
snatched up and carried off the souls of the dead, and executed vengeance by seizing
or defiling the food of their victims. They were three in number and were called: Aello,
Ocypete and Celaeno or Podarge.

Harut: In Mohammedan superstition it is an angel in Babel and is the Aramaic personifi-
cation of mischief. (Dic. Rel. Eth., Vol. VIII, P. 352.)

Hat: If a lady dons a gentleman’s hat, it is a sign that she wants to be kissed. (U.S.A.--
BERGEN, C.S., p. 63.)

The Devil is said to wear a three-cornered hat. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. Il, p. 138.)

If you dream you are wearing a torn and dirty hat, you will have damage and dishon-
our, but if you have one that pleases you, joy, profit, and success.

Hatchet: A hatchet is a protection against the machinations of witches. (STRACKER-
JAN, Vol. 1, P. 354; Vol. Il, P. 144.)
This is probably because it is made of iron (q.v.)

Hate: You will be in need if you dream you hate any one.

Hathor: Egypt. Myth.: the goddess of mirth, love and social joy. The cow was sacred to
her; she is often represented with a cow’s head and ears.

(ii) One of the seven genii or fairies who made their appearance at the birth of a child
and foretold its fortune. cf. Bidhatapurusha, Fate, Parca, Norn, Sudicky.

Hatif: (Ar.). In Arab superstition it is a spirit that is heard but not seen, It is generally the
communicator of some intelligence in the way of advice, or direction, or warning.
(LANE, A.S.M.A,, P. 46.)

Hatto: Archbishop of Metz. He was devoured by mice in the mouse-tower situated in a
little green island in the midst of the Rhine, near the town of Bingen. cf Freiherr von
Guttingen, Graaf, Widerolf, Adolf.

Haunting: Vide Flower, Miser, Usurer.

Havfrue: It is the Danish equivalent of a Nixie.

Havmand: It is the Danish name for a water-spirit and is the male counterpart of a
Havfrue. (THIELE, Danmarks Folkesagn.)

Hay: It is lucky to see a load of hay coming towards you (Great Britain, Germany,
France, Spain, Bohemia, India). Vide Knife.

Head: A great head is a sign of foolishness. (HAZLITT, P. 308.)
The head is sacred among most peoples. (FRAZER, Vol. |, P. 362 seq.)
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Headache: The tooth of a corpse cures headaches. (Hannover. WUTTKE, P. 102.)
A snake’s skin worn round the head cures headaches. (N. Lincolnshire.)

Headaches may be cured by tying round the head a piece of cloth in which a corpse
has been wrapped. (LADY WILDE, P. 82.)

Vide Nest.

Head-hunting: The Dyaks of Borneo thought that the spirit of the owner of every human
head they could procure, would serve them in the next world.

Headless Spectres: In the folklore of various people phantoms apparently of murdered
people, are met with, whose heads are wanting; or at times they carry their heads in
their hands or under their arms. Ghosts of animals are occasionally without a head.
These spectres are said to appear mostly in Tyrol.

(See ALPENBURG, Mythen und Sagen Tirols.) cf. Blemmyae, A-Siras, Acephali.

Health: Health can be obtained by drinking the blood of a stork.
It is unlucky to say you are very well. (RHYS, C.F., P. 346.) Vide Turquoise.

Hearse: It is lucky to see an empty hearse coming towards you, but unlucky if you turn
round to look at it. (Great Britain.)

Heart: The heart of an unborn child, if carried on the person, is sure to bring about a
complete success in the thieving profession. (Silesia.--TETTAU UND TEMME,
Volkssagen Ostpreussens, P. 266.)

If a person eats the heart of a bear, he will become a tyrant. (Jews of Minsk.)

Hearth: Ghosts frequently come to the family hearth, hence need of cleanliness there.
(CROOKE, P.R.l,, Vol. 1, P. 292.)

Heaven: In popular belief it is a place where there is no sorrow, and everything is
happy and peaceful. The good and the upright go to heaven.

Hebe: Gr. Myth. The goddess of youth, daughter of Zeus and Hera: she was cup-bear-
er of the gods before Ganymede. She was believed to have the power of restoring
youth and beauty.

Hebigami: Jap. Myth. The serpent-god possession in Ino, Japan.

Hecate: Gr. Myth. Identified in later times with Persephone, the goddess of the infernal
regions; she was regarded as presiding over witchcraft and magical rites. She was a
goddess combining the characters of moon-goddess, earth-goddess and under-world-
goddess.

“Now witchcraft celebrates

Pale Hecate’s warnings.” --SHAKESPEARE, Macbeth, ii, I.
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Hecuba: Greek Legend. She was metamorphosed into a dog, and wandered howling
through the country, stoned by its inhabitants.

Hedgehog: Hedgehogs foresee a coming storm.

They fasten themselves on the dugs of cows and drain off the milk. (Great Britain,
India.) In Madagascar hedgehogs are not eaten for fear of becoming timid. (FRAZER,
Magic Art, Vol. I, P. 117).

Heimdal: Teut. Myth. The warder of Asgard, who dwells at the upper end of Bifrost. He
can see a hundred leagues by day or by night, can hear the grass or the sheep’s wool
grow, and needs less sleep than a bird. He summons the gods by blowing on the
Gijallarhorn.

Heinzelmannchen: In German superstition they are elves who work for people at night.

Heitlik: In Vancouver Island it is a snake-like scaly being who darts lightning with his
red tongue. If seen, a bit of his tail should be cut off and preserved as an amulet.

Hejkal: “Wild man”; it is the Bohemian name for a Lyesovic.

Hekkenfeldt: In popular belief this, like Blocksberg, was the favourite meeting place of
the Danish witches. (LEHMANN, A,Z., p. 112.) cf. Brocken, Blakula, Blocksberg.

Hekla: Mt. Hekla, in Iceland, was another favourite resort of the Danish witches.
(LEHMANN, A.Z., p. 112.) Cf. Brocken, Blakula, Blocksberg.

Hel, Hela: Norse Myth. Daughter of Loki, goddess of the dead and queen of the lower
world. Her dwelling was under one of the roots of the sacred ash-tree Yggdrasil (q.v.)
(i) The underworld itself was also called Hel, Niflhel.

Helenus: Greek Legend. A son of Priam and Hecuba; he was gifted with prophetic pow-
ers.

Helicon: The fountain which Pegasus produced by striking with his hoofs, and whence
poets were fabled to draw their inspirations.

Helios: Gr. Myth. The sun-god, represented as driving a four-horse chariot through the
heavens.

Heliotrope: Clytie was changed into a heliotrope.

Hell: In popular belief it is a place for the wicked. It is represented as a place of eternal
torture. Satan is the king of hell.
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Hell-shoon: Vide Helsko.

Helsko: Norse Myth. The shoes or sandals that were bound upon the dead man’s feet
for his toilsome journey along Helvegr to the other world.

Helvegr: Norse Folklore. “Hell way.” The long, dark way along which a dead man had to
go before he reached the other world.

Hem: If the hem of a garment turns up at the back, the wearer is destined to get a new
one soon. (Memoirs of the American Folklore Society, IV, p. 142 ; ABBOTT, P. 100.)

Hemann: It is a kind of mischievous forest-spirit of Teutonic and Slavic folklore.

Hen: A crowing hen is unlucky. (N. Germany, Tyrol.--WUTTKE, P. 33; China.--DOOLIT-
TLE, Vol. II, P. 328; Macedonia.--ABBOTT, P. 106; Bengal.--Ethnologie du Bengale, p.
110.)

In Bodethal a black hen is thrown into the water as a peace-offering to the Nixies.
(WUTTKE, P. 88, quoting K.S., P. 426.)

“A whistling woman and a crowing hen

Is neither good for God nor men.”

--Great Britain.

If a woman dreams of a hen, she will be married to a widower with many children. Vide
Fruit, Fowl.

Hena: In Vancouver Island it is a class of supernatural beings who can fly very rapidly;
they make a loud whistling noise and are identified with quartz crystals.

Henta: It is a magical picture by a village artist; it is drawn by order of the Nicobarese
magician as a cure for diseases and, after recovery, as a potent charm against further
attacks. (C. B. KLOSS.)

Hephaestus: Gr. Myth. A god of fire, especially of volcanic and natural fire, and of the
arts, such as pottery-making and metal-working, dependent upon fire. He was identified
by the Romans with Vulcan.

Hera: Gr. Myth. An Olympian goddess, queen of Heaven, sister and wife of Zeus,
whose power she shared. She was the Juno of the Romans.

Herb: Herbs plucked on Ascension Day are especially good for medicinal purposes.
(WUTTKE, p. 21.)

Hercules: Class. Myth. A hero, son of Zeus and Alcmene he is celebrated for his
strength. Juno infuriated against him at his birth, sent two huge serpents to devour him;
the baby who was already strong, squeezed the serpents to death.

Hercules is noted for his twelve heroic deeds, viz., (i) he squeezed to death the lion of

Page 110



Nemea; (ii) he destroyed the Hydra of Lernae; (iii) he captured alive the wild boar of
Erymanthea; (iv) he subjugated the deer with the metal feet; (v) he shot with arrows the
birds of Lake Stymphale; (vi) he conquered the bull sent by Neptune against Minos of
Crete; (vii) he slew Diomede, king of Thracia, who fed his horses with human flesh;
(viii) he was victorious over the Amazons (q.v.); (ix) he cleansed the stables of Augeas
by forcing the river Alphea to flow over them; (x) he fought with and killed Geryon,
whose troops he took; (xi) he got the golden apples from the garden of the Hesperides
and (xii) he delivered Theseus from the infernal regions.

Besides these, he accomplished a host of other heroic deeds. For example, he pressed
to death the giant Anteus, son of the Earth, under his arms; killed the brigand Cacus,
delivered Hesione from the monster which was going to devour her, separated the
mountains Calpe and Abyla, freed Prometheus chained on Mt. Caucasus, and lastly
killed the Centaur, Nessus, who was going to ravish his wife Deianera. This last victory
indirectly caused him to lose his life. Vide Nessus, Deianera, Cacus, Hesione.

Hermes: Gr. Relig. An Olympian god, son of Zeus and Maia. His chief character was
that of a herald and messenger of the gods. Further, he was a god of science and
invention, of eloquence, cunning, trickery and theft, of treasure-trove and luck, of youth
and gymnastic exercises and he was a conductor of the dead to Hades.

Hermes Trismegistus: “The thrice great.” This was the name given by the Greeks to the
Egyptian god Thoth. (q.v.)

Hermione: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Menelaus and Helen. She became the wife of
Neoptolemus, and later of Orestes,

Hermotimos: In a story by Pliny, the prophetic son of Hermotimos went out from time to
time to visit distant regions. During one of these absences, his wife thinking him to be
dead, burnt his lifeless body on a funeral pyre. When the poor soul came back, there
was no longer a dwelling for it to animate.

Herne the Hunter: English Legend. An ancient keeper of Windsor Park, who is believed
to walk in the forest at midnight around an old oak, which still bears his name. He is
said to be a malevolent spirit. (HAZLITT, P. 314.)

“Herne the hunter,

Sometime a keeper here in Windsor Forest,

Doth all the winter-time, at still midnight,

Walk round about an oak, with great ragg’d horns;

And makes milch kine yield blood, and shakes a chain

In a most hideous and dreadful manner.”

--SHAKESPEARE, Merry Wives of Windsor, iv. 4.

cf. Wild Huntsman, Grand Veneur, Wodan, Frau Holle.

Herregudsbuk: “The Lord’s goat”; a Norwegian field-spirit.
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Hershef: Egypt. Relig. The tutelary deity of Heracleopolis; a local form of Osiris.
Hershef was known to the Greeks under the name of Arsaphes.

Hesione: Gr. Myth. Daughter of Laomedon, king of Troy. She was offered to a sea-
monster, but was rescued by Hercules.

Hesperides: Gr. Myth. Daughters of Atlas. They were three in number and were the
possessors of a garden, the trees of which bore golden apples. This garden was guard-
ed by a dragon with a hundred heads. Hercules killed this dragon and thus accom-
plished the eleventh of his twelve famous deeds.

Hestia: Gr. Myth. A divinity of the family hearth corresponding to the Roman Vesta.
Hexe: The witches are so called in Germany.

Hiccough: If one has the hiccough it is a sign that someone is thinking of him. (Great
Britain, Bohemia, India.)

Hiccough can be cured by a cross of paper, wetted and stuck on the forehead.
Hiccough, or in Macedonia choking over food or drink (ABBOTT, P. 111), is a sign that
some backbiter is at work; the method of curing it is to guess his name. (Greece.-LAW-
SON, P. 331.)

Hideous: Evil spirits usually take hideous human forms. (LANE, A.S.M.A., P, 35.)
Himinbjorg: Norse Myth. Heimdal’s house in Asgard.

Hinomisaki: A kind of possession, to be found in Bitchu and Bingo, Japan. It is a form
of Kitsune-tsuki. (q.v.)

Hinzelmannchen: An occasional name of the Kobolds in Germany, Vide
Heinzelmannchen.

Hippocrene: “Fountain of the horse.” A fountain which flowed by the sides of Helicon. It
was consecrated to the Muses and derived its name from Pegasus having made the
fountain flow by striking his hoofs on a rock.

Hiranyaksha: Hind. Myth. “Golden Eye”; a daitya who dragged the earth to the depths
of the ocean; he was killed by Vishnu in the form of a boar. (DOWSON, H. C. D., p.
121.)

Hlidhskjalf: Norse Myth. The cloud-throne above Asgard, whence Odin views the deeds
of men, elves and giants in the lower worlds.

Ho: “The Crane.” Next to the Feng (q.v.), this bird is the most famous in Chinese leg-
ends. It reaches a fabulous age. When 600 years old, it drinks but no longer takes
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food. Human beings have repeatedly been changed into its shape, and it constantly
manifests a peculiar interest in human affairs. (MAYER, Chin. Read. Man., P. 56.)

Hoarseness: This can be cured by wrapping round the neck, before going to sleep, a
discarded stocking belonging to the left foot. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. 1, p. 82.)

Hobgoblin: Another name for Puck.

Hoder: Norse Myth. Hoder killed Balder with a dart of mistletoe, given to him by Loki;
mistletoe was the only thing on earth which had not taken an oath to do Balder harm.
Cf. Hotherus,

Hog: In Celebes it is believed that earthquakes are caused by the world-supporting hog
rubbing himself against a tree. Vide Pig.

Hohenzollern: The Hohenzollern family is said to have the apparition of the White Lady;
she is the ancestress of this family.

Hold: Folklore. The offspring of a witch by an evil spirit (cf. Incubi, Succubi, Cuichi
Supai, Tululu Supai), often supposed to be an elf causing disease. They assume all
forms, sometimes butterflies, sometimes worms, etc.

Holda: Teut. Folklore. A female spirit or sprite who leads the Host of the Dead in the
mountains and in the wild ride through the air. She is also connected with the fruitful-
ness of both earth and women, and is often called Frau Holle. She could ride on the
sea and waves, and was feared by sailors. (THORPE, N.M., Vol. I, P. 204.) Vide Wild
Hunt.

Holdiken: Same as Hold.

Holger: In Danish legend, a king who sits at a table, through which his beard is grow-
ing. cf.Barbarossa; Arthur, King; Tell. Vide Charlemagne, Morgaine la Faye, Papillon.

Holla’s Troop: The German equivalent of the Wild Hunt.
Holle Frau: Vide Holda.

Holle kreish: The naming ceremony of a baby girl among the Jews of Germany is des-
ignated by this name. (For the origin see PERLES in Gratz Jubelschrift, 1887, P. 26.)

Holly: When hollies have many berries on them, it foretells a severe winter. (Great
Britain.)

Holly must not be kept in the house after New Year’s Day, it brings ill luck. cf Goose.
Holzweiber: Same as Buschweiber.
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Honey: All kinds of precious stones cast into honey become more brilliant thereby, each
according to its colour.

Hoof: The Devil is supposed to be able to assume a variety of forms, but he cannot rid
himself of his horns and hoofs. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 249.) Vide Cloven Hoof,
Horn.

Hoop: If a hoop comes off a cask on Christmas Eve, someone in the house will die that
year. (RAGNER.)

Hoopoe: The country people of Sweden consider the appearance of a hoopoe as a
presage of war. (BRAND, Observations, P. 701.)

Horae: Gr. Myth. The three goddesses, daughters of Zeus and Themis, who followed
the principal gods or some heroes, and were the guardians of the gates of Heaven.
They were: Thallo, Carpo and Auxo.

Horn: It is unlucky to keep horns in a room. (Great Britain, India.)

The stag’s horn is believed to give warning of an evil eye, and to be a safeguard
against its malignant influences (Spain); the wound from a stag’s horn never heals.
(Great Britain.)

“The fear of the evil eye of a woman is very prevalent in Spain; but the panacea is to
drink horn shavings.” (MURRAY’S Handbook to Spain, by Richard Ford, 3rd Edition,
1855, p. 632.)

The tip of an ox’s horn is used extensively in Africa, in the Philippine Islands and in
America in order to extract blood and the devil along with it. (BASTIAN, Der Mensch,
Vol. I, P. 117.)

The horn is a constant attribute of the Devil.

“No man means evil but the devil, and we shall know him by his horns.” --SHAKE-
SPEARE, Merry Wives of Windsor, V, 2.

cf. Hoof.

Horse: If a person suffering from whooping cough, asks advice of a man riding on a
piebald horse, the disease may be cured by doing what the rider tells him to do.

A piebald horse is a sign of luck. (Great Britain.)

Horses have the power of seeing ghosts and foretelling deaths. (STRACKERJAN, Vol.
I, p. 83.)

In the Harz district of Germany, a horse is often buried alive in the belief that this would
prevent other horses from being lost from the stable. (PROHLE in Zeitschrift fur
deutsche Mythologie, |, 202.)

It is lucky to dream of horses. (Great Britain, India.)

In Norway when a thunderstorm is brewing, the water-sprite comes in the shape of a
horse. (BASSETT, P. 154, quoting FAYE, Norsk Sagen, 55.)

In Bohemia it is considered lucky to see a white horse.
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A Pawnee warrior’s horse is slain on the grave, to be ready for him to mount again in
the spirit world. cf. Camel, Sati, Boat.

Horseshoe: It is extremely lucky to find a horseshoe. (Great Britain.--ELWORTHY, E.E.,
P. 216 et seq.; France, Spain, Germany.--WUTTKE, P. 36; HAZLITT, 330; See
LAWRENCE, R. H., The Magic of the Horseshoe, Boston, 1898.)

A horseshoe fastened inside a door will preserve from the influence of witches and the
evil eye (Great Britain) and bring luck. (Swabia, Tyrol, East Prussia, etc.--WUTTKE, p.
97; ELWORTHY, E.E., P. 216 et seq.)

Horus: Egypt. Myth. The hawk-headed god of ancient Egypt. He is represented also as
a hawk.

Hosha’na Rabba: Among the Jews it is the popular name for the seventh day of the
Feast of Booths.

Ho Sian Gu: Chin. Myth. The seventh and the last of the Immortals (g.v.). She is the
only woman among these divine eight. (Chin, Volksmarchen, P. 74.) She became
immortal and disappeared from mortal view. She is said to have been seen in A.D. 750,
floating upon a cloud, and again some years later in the city of Canton. (MAYERS,
Chin. Read. Man., p. 56.)

Host: Various superstitions are attached to the host or the sacred wafer of the Mass.
(cf. Jew. Enc., Vol. VI, P. 482.)

Hotei: A Japanese god of luck, who is represented as having an enormous belly; he
carries a sack on his back and a fan in his hand.

Hotherus: Legend. Son of a Swedish king; he is said to have killed Balder with
Miming’s sword. cf. Hoder.

Houri: Moham. Myth. They are female beings who share, with other women, the society
of the blessed. They are shining and pure and are, like all other inhabitants of
Paradise, exempt from physical suffering.

“Femme du paradis de Mahomet.”

--Petit Larousse, P. 476.

cf. Apsaras, Siren, Peri.

House: Rats leave a house before a fall. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 24.) Vide Building.
Howl: The howling of a dog denotes a speedy death in the house. (WUTTKE, P. 10.)
The plaintive howling of a dog in the night portends a death in some family in the vicini-

ty of the animal. (Great Britain, France, India, Japan.--GRIFFIS, M.E., P. 468.)

Hoymann: In Oberpfalz, Wodan (qg.v.) appears as a frightful forest-spirit and is called
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either Hoymann or Wuzl. (STRACKERJAN, Vol. II, PP. 337, 342.)

Hu: It is the Chinese name for a fox (q.v.), a beast whose nature is highly tinged with
supernatural qualities. (MAYERS, Chin. Read. Man. p. 61.)

Hulderfolk: Same as Wild Hunt.

Huldrick, St.: He helps to destroy mice and other vermin.

Humming Bird: They are said to pick crocodiles’ teeth.

Hunchback: It is lucky to meet a hunchback (Great Britain, India).

The camel got the “hunch” because he was never satisfied.

If you laugh at a hunchback, you will get a hump yourself. (India, Persia.)

Hunger: Vide Bread, Sack, Pin, Clanking.

Hunmamit: Egypt. Myth. They are either birds or beings with birds’ heads.

Hurakan: In Central America he is the god of tempest, lightning and thunder. His name
has been adopted into European languages as hurricane (Eng.), huracan (Sp.), oura-
gan (Fr.), Orkan (Ger.), orkan (Dan., Swed.), urahan (Russ.), etc.

Hurricane: Vide Storm.

Hutchen: A German household spirit.

Hutzelmannchen: Same as Heinzelmannchen.

Hwang Ch’u P’ing: Chin. Myth. One of the Sien or Immortals (q.v.). (MAYERS, Chin.
Read. Man., P. 74.)

Hyades: A cluster of stars in the head of Taurus, supposed by ancients to bring rain
when they rose with the sun.

Hydra of Lerne: Greek Fable. A monstrous serpent with seven heads. As soon as one
head was cut off, another grew in its place. To kill the monster it was necessary to cut
off the seven heads in one blow. Hercules (q.v.) destroyed this monster and thus
accomplished the second of his twelve famous deeds. cf. Dragon.

Hydrophobia: In Arabia it was believed that hydrophobia could be cured by drinking
royal blood (HASTINGS, Dic. Bib., Vol. IV, p. 603a); or, in England, by almost smother-
ing the patient between two feather beds. (LEAN, vol. Il, P. 502.)

Hyldemoer: “Mother elder”; in Danish superstition it is the spirit of the elder tree.
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Hymen: Gr. Myth. God of marriage, son of Apollo.

Hyperion: Gr. Myth. A Titan, father of Helios the sun-god.
In later mythology he is identified with Apollo, god of manly beauty.

Hypermnestra: Gr. Myth. One of the Danaides (g.v.). She was the only one who spared
her husband, Lynceus.

Hypnos: Gr. Myth. A god of slumber; son of Erebus and Night.

lapetus: Class. Myth. A Titan, father of Prometheus, Atlas and Epimetheus; hence he
was regarded as the ancestor of mankind.

larbas: Class. Myth. King of the Getules, son of Zeus. He wanted to marry Didon who,
however, preferred death to union with him.

Iblis: Moham. Myth. The wicked angel who, assisted by his son, tempts mortals. He
was cursed for refusing to prostrate himself before Adam. He has command of the jinni
(g.v.), who are his agents with men. In Arabic demonology he is the Devil incarnate and
is the chief of the Shaitans. (LANE, A.S.M.A., p. 30; MEAKIN, The Moors, p. 353.)

Icarus: Gr. Myth. A son of Daedalus, who, on account of his wax wings melting, fell and
was drowned in the sea.

Ice: Witches make the water freeze. (LEHMANN, A.Z., p. 111.)
To dream of ice denotes that your desired is faithful and free from choleric passions.

Idaean Mother: An epithet of the Great Mother.

Idiocy: St. Gildas is the guardian angel of idiots.
Vide Drowning.

Idolatry: It is not restricted to savage tribes. Thus, though the ancient Vedic religion did
not recognize it, the Brahmans, recognized followers of the Vedic doctrines, are great

idolater. Even in modern Christianity it is largely practised. (See TYLOR, Early History
of Mankind Chap. VI; Primitive Culture, pp. 153 etc.)

Idomeneus: Gr. Myth. King of Crete, grandson of Minos. He was one of the heroes of
the Trojan war.
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Ifrit: In Arabic demonology it is a powerful evil jinn. (LANE, A.S.M.A., p. 27.)

Igarat bat Mahlat: Jewish Folklore. A queen of the demons who rides in her chariot and
has a train of eighteen myriads of demons. (Jew. Enc., Vol. IV, p. 517.) Vide Lilith.

Igigi: Babyl. Myth. A group of cruel heavenly spirits under the god Amu. In incantations
they are associated with the Annunaki.

Ignis Fatuus: A phosphorescent light seen hovering over marshy ground. When
approached, the ignis fatuus appears to recede, and finally to vanish, which led to the
belief that it was the work of a mischievous sprite, intentionally leading benighted trav-
ellers astray. Also called Jack-o'-Lantern, Will-o'-the-wisp.

“An ignis fatuus that bewitches

And leads Men into Pools and Ditches."

--BUTLER, Hudibras (1663).

cf. Latawiec, Khu, Irrlicht, Feu Follet.

Igumgehele: "Glutton"; this was the name of a Zulu club.

Ihanaga-hime: Jap. Myth. "The rock-long lady." Daughter of a mountain-god, sister of
Konohana Sakuya-hime who married Ninigi (q.v.)

Iha-touchi-biko: Jap. Myth. "Rock-castle-prince." A god who was procreated by the
gods lzanagi and lIzanami (qg.v.)

lldico: A Teutonic princess by whose hand Attila was rumoured to have been slain on
the night of their marriage.

lliad: If the fourth book of lliad be laid under the pillow of a patient suffering from ague,
it will cure him at once.

lliness: All illnesses are caused by witches and other evil spirits. Vide Baytree, Burial,
Grave, Sickness.

Imbubuzi: "Groan-maker"; this was the name either of a Zulu assegai (TYLOR, P.C., P.
275), or of an axe that brought victory to the owner (HAGGARD, Nada the Lily, P. 114.)

Imilozi: "Whistlers." The ancestral manes (q.v.) of the Zulus, who talk in a low whistling
tone.

Immortals: These are the eight divine beings of Chinese superstition. Vide Sien, Ying,
Chow, Peach.

Imp: Folklore. A kind of malignant spirit closely allied to the goblins, elves, poltergeister,
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brownies and fairies.

Inada-hime: Jap. Myth. "Rice-land-lady." A goddess, probably the wife of a Rain-storm
god.

Inari: Jap. Myth. A male Grain-deity. He is a comprehensive answerer of prayer for a
good harvest and for the restoration of stolen property (ASTON, Shinto, P. 17.)
Shrines of Inari are to be seen in every village, and even in many houses, and may be
recognised by two figures of forces which stand before them.

Inca: American-Indian Myth. The sun-god of the Peruvians.
Incas, Gold of the: Vide Treasure Lost.

Incest: The offspring of an incestuous union is a monster (See Ethnologie du Bengale,
P. 75; cf. DURKHEIM, La Prohibition de l'inceste, Annee sociol., Vol. |; GRIFFIS,
Mikado's Empire, P. 472; FRAZER, Psyche's Task, P. 51; A. W. NIEWENHUIS, Quer
durch Borneo, Vol. Il, p. 99.)

Incubus: It was supposed to have been an evil spirit who descended upon persons in
their sleep with the purpose of having carnal intercourse with women and producing
supernatural births. In the Middle Ages their existence was recognized by the
Ecclesiastical and Civil Law. (DALYELL, Dark. Sup., P. 599.)

“That fende that goth a nyght,

Wymmen full oft to gyle,

Incubus is named by right

And gyleth men other while,

Succubus is that wyght."

(CAXTON'S CHRONICLE, Description of Walys).

“The evil demons who trouble people in their sleep, the Incubi and the Succubi."
TYLOR, Early History of Mankind, I, 7.

cf. Succubus, Cuichi Supai, Tululu Supai, Khu, Jhoting, Latawiec.

Indigestion: This can be cured by wearing red coral.

Indra: Hind. Myth. The Heaven-God, who, according to a Buddhist version, pursues
Rahu with his thunderbolt and rips open his belly so that, although he can swallow the
heavenly bodies, he lets them slip again. (BASTIAN, Ostlich. Asien, etc., quoted in
Ethnologie du Bengale, pp. 101 seq.)

In-e: "Fish-man." In Corea, a sort of siren that is supposed to inhabit the Sea of Japan.
It is six or seven feet long and its upper part resembles that of a man; it has a long
slender tall like that of a horse. (GRIFFIS, Corea, P. 304.)

Infamy: St. Susan protects from infamy.
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Infection: St. Roch protects from infections.
Inferno: Hell as conceived by the poet Dante.

Inflammation: Inflammations may be cured by external use of human excrement.
(STRACKERJAN, Vol. |, P. 84.)

Initial: If your initials spell a word, it means that you will be rich. (Massachusetts and
Ohio.--BERGEN, C.S., P. 87.)

Inkosikaas: "Chieftainess"; another name of the Imbubuzi.

Ino: Gr. Myth. A daughter of Cadmus, who, after her mad paramour Athamas had slain
one of her two sons, threw herself and the other son Melicertes into the sea. She was
changed into the sea-goddess Leucothea.

Insanity: Vide Madness.

Instep: If your instep is high enough to allow water to flow under it, you are of good
descent. (Brookline, Mass.--BERGEN, C.S., P. 34.)

Inugami: It is the name of the dog-god possession, said to be found in Bitchu, Awa,
Tosa and parts of Kyushu in Japan.

Invisibility: To become invisible go to the churchyard at a quarter of an hour before mid-
night, dig out a dead body, take the shirt off the corpse and put your own on it and
dress yourself in that of the corpse; but all this must be completed before it strikes mid-
night. (Tyrol.-ZINGERLE, Sitten, P. 38. See Jew. Enc., Vol. XI, p. 600.)

A stone called Alectoria (q.v.) renders the wearer invisible; so does Agate.

The right eye of a bat carried in the waistcoat pocket, makes a man invisible.
(Bohemia.-GROHMANN, P. 58.)

The blood from the genitals of an innocent boy makes a thief invisible. (STRACK, p.
22.) Vide Dog's Blood.

lo: Gr. Myth. The daughter of the river-god Inachus. She was changed into a heifer by
Hera who also set a hundred-eyed Argus to watch over her.

Irial: In Blanche Bay it is a spirit and not a ghost.
Iris: Class. Myth. A messenger of the gods who was changed into a rainbow by Juno.
Iron: The Oriental jinni dread iron so much that even its very name is a charm against

them; in European folklore iron drives away fairies and elves and destroys their power;
similarly, witches are kept at bay by iron instruments. (LANE, Vol. I, P. 30; GRIMM,
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D.M. PP. 435, 465, 1056; BASTIAN, Mensch, Vol. Il, pp. 265, 287; Vol. lll, P. 204;
TYLOR, P.C., vol. I, P. 127; WUTTKE, pp. 15, 20, 122, 220; Jewish--BLAU, P. 159;
India, Ethnologie du Bengale, pp. 92, 133: Celtic.--RHYS, Vol. |, P. 325; ELWORTHY,
E.E., P. 221; BASSETT, P. 19.)

Irrlicht: The German name for a Will-o'-the-wisp or an Ignis fatuus (qg.v.).

Ishtar: Assyro-Babyl. Myth. The chief goddess of the pantheon, the Earth-Mother, god-
dess of the reproductive forces of nature; with the Assyrians, goddess of war, pictured
with bow and arrow and sometimes clothed in flame. She is probably the same as the
other goddess worshipped under various names throughout Eastern Asia. (See SIR
J.G. FRAZER, Adonis, Attis and Osiris.) cf. Astarte, Great Mother.

Ishum: Babyl. Myth. A deity of a local character.

Isis: Egypt. Myth. Wife and sister of Osiris (q.v.), and mother of Horus. She was a god-
dess of medicine, marriage and agriculture, and the personification of the first Egyptian
civilization. She and her husband were the chief deities of the Egyptian pantheon.

Ismene: Gr. Myth. Daughter of OEdipus and Jocosta, sister of Antigone.

Israfil: Moham. Myth. The angel who brings the orders of Allah to their proper destina-
tion and who puts the souls into the bodies.

Itch: The itch can be cured by bathing in the river on a Good Friday. (PANZER,
Beitrage zur deut. Myth., Vol. 1, P. 258).

Ithunn: Norse Myth. She was the wife of Bragi and had the golden apples of youth in
her keeping.

Itongo: The ltongo of the Zulus is the shade of an ancestor which comes to him to warn
him of some approaching danger. (?) (HAGGARD, Nada the Lily, pp. 28, 61, etc.)

Ixion: Gr. Myth. A king of the Lapithes, who was taken into Heaven by Zeus. He was
deficient in respect to Juno and as a punishment, was thrown by Zeus into the infernal
regions, where he was condemned to be bound to a flaming wheel and turned round
and round eternally. He became the ancestor of the Centaurs.

Izanagi and Izanami: They were two deities of the Shinto religion, "symbols of Divine
Will and Wisdom, or the Monad of Life and the Monad of Form, or Spirit and Matter."
(GASKELL, D.S.L.S.M., P. 403.) With these two deities Japanese myth begins
(ASTON, Shinto, pp. 21 seq.) From Izanami's vomit, feces and urine were born deities
who personify the elements of metal, water and clay.

Izuna: The human-fox possession of Shinamo, in Japan, is called by this name. Vide
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Ninko.

J
Jacinth: This stone is dedicated to January.

Jack-o'-Lantern: Another name for the Will-o'-the-wisp or the Ignis Fatuus (qg.v.). Vide
Knife, Swearing.

Jackal: The iackal is the lion's provider; it hunts with, and provides the lion with food by
starting prey in the same manner as the dogs start the game.

In India a jackal is endowed with all the attributes of the fox of European folklore.
(CROOKE, P.R.l., Vol. ll, P. 243.)

Jack Frost: Frost personified.

Jagannath, Car of: The Hindus believe that if they are run over and crushed by the
wheels of this car they will go to heaven. (Ethnologie du Bengale, p. 87).

Jahi: “Harlot." In the Avesta, she is a fiend of a particularly malicious type. She embod-
ies the spirit of whoredom destructive to mankind.

Jalpari: In the Panjab it is the name of a water-fairy, which can be conciliated by offer-
ing a lamb and flowers on the banks of the watercourse. (Ethnologie du Bengale, p.
99.) Vide Fruit.

Jalyogini: In the Panjab it is a spirit which occupies wells and streams, and casts spells
on women and children, causing sickness and even death. (ROSE.)

Jang Go: Chin. Myth. The second of the eight Immortals who was originally a white
mouse. (Chin. Volksmarchen, P. 290.)

January: Vide Amethyst, Garnet, Jacinth, Frost.
Jason: Gr. Myth. Vide Golden Fleece.

Jaundice: Jaundice can be cured by drinking water in which something yellow has
been cooked. (SCHIFFER, Urquell, Vol. V, P. 290; Jew. Enc., Vol. V., P. 426.)

A Bohemian remedy for jaundice is as follows: Take