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Introduction

This book is based on instructional material created for chess teachers at the DYSS, the special sports schools for youngsters in Russia. Of course, there are a great many such programmes in existence, as well as many good books, covering this or that theme. However, our beloved game is many-sided, and until now, there has not been a single work that covers as many as possible of the numerous aspects we should like to see treated.

In this book, we have tried to ‘encompass the unencompassable’ – in the first place, to delineate the most important subjects that a properly-educated chess player should master. Undoubtedly, different trainers do, and indeed should, have their own ideas and methods of preparing young players, but I hope my work will be useful to everyone involved in working in this difficult sphere. As I have had many occasions to see, the strong sides of a young player’s play do not arise by accident, but depend crucially on the work he does with his trainer, or under the influence of the books he studies. But certain things may have been overlooked, and I hope that my book will help to reduce to a minimum these ‘blank spots’ in the education of young chess talents.

Now, a word about the material used in this two-part work. There is no need at all to follow the contents of the books religiously in the order presented, and it is perfectly possible to jump from chapter to chapter, depending on the strength of the pupil and the areas that he most needs to work on. Thus, the process of a player’s education can sometimes proceed more creatively and with greater variety, but no less effectively. But it is important that, overall, the pupil eventually becomes familiar with pretty much all of the topics. I believe that many trainers have excellent programmes, based on their own experience, but I hope that the material presented by me here will serve as a useful supplement to these programmes.

I would recommend that the trainer go through the games given here on the board with the pupil, including all the variations given. This is especially important because I have tried not to include too many variations, but only give those that are really essential to understand the position. It is important not just to demonstrate and explain what is happening, but also to ask the pupil’s opinion on the key moments of the battle, and make him think. After some thought and discussion, you continue analysing the instructive moments. If an example in the book starts from a concrete position (rather than being a complete game), as the majority do, then one should first invite the pupil to assess the position and propose a move or a plan, and only then to start analysing the example in detail.

The book is aimed at players who are already around first-category strength [Translator’s note: Approximately 2000-2200 Elo] but some examples will also be useful to players of a higher standard. The book can also be used as a self-tutor. In this case, whenever you see a diagram, do not be in a hurry to read the subsequent text, but first try to assess the position yourself. The diagrams have been placed at the most interesting and instructive moments.

This textbook has been drawn up on the principle of ‘from the simple to the complicated’. Easily understood, simple examples, are marked with a single star *, more difficult ones with two stars **, and, finally, the especially complicated ones with three stars ***. At the end of each chapter, we give links to additional material on the chosen theme.

In simple variations, which do not require text explanation, we have used symbol-based assessments, as follows:

I have tried to take an original look at many very famous textbooks, and to systematize and classify the huge amount of material to be found in them. Even so, the categorisations I have used are not totally beyond dispute, because in chess, different aspects of the battle are closely connected. The ability to accurately assess the significance of various different aspects of a position is something that comes with experience. No matter how talented a player may be, only after playing thousands of games and studying numerous books can he become a fully grown player. One can only call someone such a player if they have absorbed chess culture, and are capable not just of landing the occasional one-off blow, but conducting an entire strategical game. When looking at virtually any position, an experienced player can immediate delineate the important nuances, both static and dynamic. Which pawns and squares are weak, which pieces need to be relocated, what tactical motifs there can be in the position. I hope that my work will, among other things, help you to develop such an ability, which is vital for practical success.

As far as the examples given are concerned, these represent a combination of well-known classic positions, supplemented by cases from contemporary practice. I consider the latter element extremely important, because chess does not stand still, but is constantly developing, and one can often learn more from examples from contemporary practice, where the standard of play is higher. The most precious examples from the current generation of grandmasters are precisely those where they succeed in carrying out their plans in the face of the toughest possible resistance from their opponents.

The endgame is only touched on peripherally in this work, as it is a huge subject in itself, which deserves a separate exploration.

I hope that my experience of play at a high level, combined with discussions and creative work with many leading grandmasters, will make the work presented here of interest, and able to exert a permanent influence of the current generation of young players.

I should like to acknowledge the assistance of International Grandmaster Konstantin Landa.

General recommendations

In working with young players, it is essential to strive that they should develop on a rounded basis, to the greatest extent possible. It is useful if you can form a separate group of kids, who really want to perfect their play, as opposed to those who are only interested in playing and who come to lessons just for the sake of it. Having someone in the group who is bone idle has a poor effect on the others. With the ones who are not so interested and do not get the point about the importance of lessons, you can work less seriously. Such children can be left just to play and enjoy themselves, and they should not be stretched.

So, we proceed on the assumption that we have a group of children who are serious about improving their chess, and we wish to help them do so. A basic grasp of the principles of chess needs to be had by all equally, and so the fundamental work is obligatory for everyone. We can include in such work:

1) Studying game collections. Number one in importance! In principle, the study and analysis of any high-level games is useful. Collections of games with text annotations are the most valuable element in the growth of young players. Unfortunately, the importance of this component is very often underestimated. It is no accident that practically every great player had a bedside book, with well-annotated games, which he had read from cover to cover and knew practically by heart. The pupil himself can choose whose style of play and manner of annotation he likes best. I would start by recommending the classics – Capablanca, Rubinstein and Alekhine. In the first half of the 20th century, the standard of resistance put up by these players’ opponents was not very high, and consequently the plans and combinations they carried out tended to appear in a very clear, clean form, which is easily understandable. Later, the pupil can move on to games by contemporary grandmasters, the World Champions in particular.

Nor should one ignore books in which top players comment on the games of a certain tournament.

2) Studying good textbooks. Of the many monographs available, I would single out the following:

In first place, Alexander Panchenko’s works Mastering Chess Middlegames and Theory and Practice of Chess Endings, Shereshevsky’s Endgame Strategy and Contours of the Endgame

Portisch, Sarkosy 600 Endgames

Gelfer, Positional Chess Handbook 1-2

Kotov, Think Like a Grandmaster

Euwe, Strategy and Tactics – A course of chess lectures

At a later stage of development, it is worth studying the books of Nunn, Dorfman, Tukmakov, Dvoretsky and also Beliavsky and Mikhalchishin’s book Intuition. Of course, this list is very short and could easily be expanded.

3) Watching live games from current super-tournaments, at least to a minimum extent. Sometimes, when you have the chance, it can be useful to watch GM games live on the internet and ask yourself what you would play. In doing so, you should not switch on a chess engine, but rely on your own opinion. If you lack self-control and constantly switch the engine on, then it is better to remove the program from the computer. If you lack the time for live coverage, it is still useful to look through games from super-tournaments after the events. Pay especial attention to those games that feature openings you play. Even if certain things remain hard for you to understand, they stay in your sub-conscious and can grow over time.

4) Solving all different types of puzzles. The habit of playing positional battles is increased by thinking seriously about positions in which there are no tactics, or only a minimum amount thereof. Studies are useful for improving the depth and accuracy of calculation, and solving combinations helps cure you of the tendency to commit simple oversights. Those who solve a lot of combinations usually see tactical motifs immediately, if they appear in a position. You can find positions for solving in the books of Slavin, Ivashenko and Konotop, whilst to older and more experienced students I can recommend:

Hort + Jansa, The Best Move

Volokitin, Perfect your Chess

Dvoretsky’s oeuvre.

Careful analysis of your own games, especially those in which you have experienced problems. It is desirable to do this with a trainer, if possible, and better still if the pupil can show the trainer his own (non computer-assisted!) analysis of the game.

Different types of lessons should be combined, so as to avoid a one-sided development and concentration only on one specific component of play. At the same time, lessons should not be a chore for the pupil, and one should try to create interest in those aspects that may not naturally attract the pupil.

As far as possible, one should try to control the pupil’s fulfilment of his work tasks. To combat the natural laziness of youngsters, one must constantly reiterate the important lesson that without constant hard work, they will not achieve the highest results. Of course, they can achieve certain successes in junior events, just on the basis of experience and talent, but they will not become top grandmasters without serious work.

Many youngsters study relatively little, but at the same time play blitz night and day. With care, rapid games can have benefits, but an excessive liking for blitz only spoils a player.

Now, we turn to the individual characteristics of the young player. The ability to make a clear and correct diagnosis in each individual case is the single most important job of the trainer. On the basis of an analysis of the player’s games, plus conversations with him, one can determine which problems are the main ones preventing him progressing. These problems can be physical, psychological and purely chess-related.

One should look at a lack of physical stamina if the player habitually tires noticeably towards the end of a tournament or even of a single training session. In this case, one should recommend that the pupil pay more attention to maintaining a healthy lifestyle and playing sport. This is especially important nowadays, when chess requires more physical energy than ever. Those who pay no attention to physical fitness start to decline significantly in their play even once they reach the age of 25-30, whereas those who look after themselves physically can maintain top form into their 40s. As an example, one can cite Veselin Topalov, who spends 1.5 hours a day in the gym. During tournaments, he is able to put more and more energy into his games, and frequently comes through with a strong finishing spurt, when many of his opponents are starting to suffer with tiredness. One can also mention Vishy Anand, who is another player who regularly goes to the gym, or Vladimir Kramnik, who maintains his fitness with tennis and swimming. Even amongst children, physical fitness can influence results, especially in the second half of tournaments.

Psychological problems can include most of all a lack of self-confidence, which in turn brings a whole raft of problems in its train. A player can start to fear his opponents, get nervous before crucial games, and, most of all, start getting into chronic time-trouble. To overcome these problems, he needs first of all to raise his opinion of himself. This means convincing himself of the slogan ‘I can do anything’. He needs to understand that these are not just empty words, and ideally they should be strengthened by some definite successes, even if just in local events, For example, after solving a certain problem of studying a book of games, he should tell himself: ‘I have learnt something and become stronger.’ This improves one’s self-confidence, and allows one to take difficult decisions more easily and avoid time-trouble.

Mikhail Moiseevich Botvinnik argued that players should play special ‘anti-time-trouble’ training games, in which the principal attention is paid to efficient time usage. In practice, nobody does this, but I would recommend keeping a note of time taken per move, and afterwards analysing the reasons for any long thinks. Of course, here the most important thing is self-control, the ability to tell yourself at a certain moment that it is time simply to make a move. No trainer can help with this problem, if the pupil is not himself willing to fight it. Thus, the main task of the trainer in such a situation is to be a good psychologist and raise the pupil’s self-esteem. Of course, there is such a thing as the so-called ‘justified time-trouble’, when time shortage is the result of definite problems over the board. If this happens only occasionally, this can be considered perfectly normal time-trouble.

Finally, purely chess problems. Of course, these can cause time-trouble. If a young player spends little time solving studies and combinations, he will have great problems calculating during a game. If he spends little time studying GM games, he will just be unfamiliar with many types of position, which can also lead to additional long thinks and to mistakes. One such mistake is the incorrect evaluation of positions, whilst when the assessment is changing move by move, extra thought is required over each successive move. Objectivity in assessments is a mixture of chess elements and psychological stability. Even among very strong GMs, there are those who tend to overestimate their position, always thinking it is better than it is. Of course, much depends on the player’s character, but any extremes in this matter are undesirable, and one should always strive to assess the position as objectively as possible.

The opening is a component, the importance of which grows with the growth in the pupil’s strength. At first, it is preferable for pupils to begin the game with 1.e4, because open games help to develop their appreciation of rapid development, and also their tactical sharpness. But the main thing is the importance of a ‘correct’ approach to the game. Trappy, offbeat openings should be excluded from the pupil’s repertoire at an early stage, so as to avoid bad habits. Quick development and fighting for the centre are the most important things to learn, and this is especially clear in open positions. Over time, especially once the pupil has reached first category (c. 2000 Elo) or candidate master (c. 2200 Elo), it is useful to start introducing closed openings into one’s repertoire, and to start to be able to play ‘with either hand’, with the point that such variation in openings is a significant plus at GM level. A player who has reached master level without ever having played closed/open games, will find it much harder to add them at such a stage – the basics should be established at a young age.

The middlegame is usually the part that most interests children, and lessons on this part of the game tend to be received by them with particular enthusiasm. It is in the middlegame that one faces with particular clarity the question of how to teach the pupil to calculate variations cleanly, and which criteria should apply in taking decisions. We will speak about this in detail in Chapter 8. As far as training calculation is concerned, the methods are well-known – one should regularly solve combinations and studies, and then the tactical motifs that arise in a game will not pass unnoticed.

Chess is not chequers and capturing is not obligatory. When one of your pieces is attacked, first of all ask yourself whether you have to move the piece, or whether you can sacrifice it or attack an enemy piece in turn. Intermediate moves are something every first-category player should be capable of finding. And the converse applies – when you attack an enemy piece, ask yourself whether the opponent has to retreat it.

Speaking of the middlegame, young players are often too willing to trust generally-accepted assessments, based on material, without taking account of the specifics of the position. Their play is often hampered by a fear of disturbing the material balance. In such cases, it is useful to remind the pupil that every position is unique. And there are in chess as many exceptions as there are rules. To emphasise this, one can revisit the subjects ‘Positions with a non-standard material balance’, ‘Positional sacrifices’, and ‘Intuitive sacrifices’. One must be willing to take a risk sometimes, as without defeats, there are no victories. There is nothing to be afraid of!

I would also like to draw attention to the subject of ‘Prophylactic thinking’. This is a method employed by all top-class players. On every move, one should not forget to ask oneself: ‘what does my opponent want?’. Having answered this question, one can choose one’s reply. The habit of using this technique of choosing one’s move is something that should be inculcated from the very earliest lessons.

Endgame technique is more difficult to develop than middlegame play, because most pupils lack a fondness for this aspect of the game. However, those few youngsters who study the basics of the endgame and those best-seller textbooks on this area of the game have a colossal advantage over their rivals. In my experience, even the most talented youngsters play the endgame quite weakly when they start in adult events, and lose many points because of elementary mistakes at this stage of the game.

Another very important element is the amount of chess the pupil plays. His graph of tournaments should be balanced – on the one hand, there should not be long breaks between events, but at the same time, nor should he play non-stop. It is essential to be objective in assessing what he can do and what he can’t, and then work to eliminate his weaknesses. A badly-thought-out tournament calendar brings additional problems, blunders and time-trouble. Of course, one must take into account the individual characteristics of the pupil – the ease with which he plays, and his keenness on analytical work and self-analysis. I think the optimal number of games per year is between 80 and 120.

Yet another important quality in a chess player is the ability during a game to maintain concentration. Unfortunately, this is a quality that tends to come with experience. Sometimes, too much emotion is wasted looking at the positions in other players’ games. Another factor is patience, the ability to sit for a long time and think about one’s position. In the main, blunders result from problems in this area. The young player needs to absorb the lesson that even the apparently simplest of positions can contain hidden resources. The most difficult thing of all is to maintain concentration in winning positions, or those in which one has a great advantage. It can seem that one has already finished the job, and there is a tendency to relax prematurely. However, many children also lack the ability to concentrate sufficiently on the problems in such positions. They do not like to defend, and prefer to be done with such a game as quickly as possible. An important part of maintaining concentration is maintaining a cool head. This quality is especially precious when you are in time-trouble. Even in a critical situation, with a bad position and time-trouble, one should try to ensure that all of one’s decisions are rational. As a rule, young players panic when short of time, and at the last moment will make a move that they have already seen is bad, or one they have not even considered at all. It must be said too that even experienced grandmasters sometimes make such mistakes. Despite the apparent hopelessness of the situation, pupils should constantly remember the importance of maintaining concentration.

I wish you all success on this thorny path!

Konstantin Sakaev

This is Volume 2 of a two-volume work. Volume 1 was about the opening and the middlegame.





Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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♘Knight
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Part I

‘Pawns are the soul of chess’





Chapter 1

The passed pawn

A passed pawn is one whose path to the promotion square is not hindered by opposing pawns. In the middlegame, if a passed pawn is supported by its pieces, it can be a great strength, but if not, it will often be a weakness. Having an advanced passed pawn, one should usually try to advance it further, and fight for control of the squares in front of it. The other side, on the contrary, should try to organise a blockade of the passed pawn, and, even better, an attack on it, if his pieces are active enough.

In the endgame, the outside passed pawn is a great threat, since in the absence of major pieces, it can be difficult to get at.


1 *

Parimarjan Negi

2622

Wen Yang

2545

Mashhad Ach 2011 (4)

[image: images]



In the game, there followed the feeble

35…♕xe6??

He could have saved himself with the queen sacrifice 35…♕xc8! 36.♕xc8 e2. White is unable to stop the black pawn: 37.♕xd8+ ♖f8 38.♕d5+ ♔h8 39.♘e6 e1♕+ 40.♔a2, with roughly equal chances. If he wishes, Black can force an immediate draw with 40…♕b4 41.♘xf8 ♕a4+ 42.♔b1 ♕d1+=.

36.♖xd8+

1-0


2 *

Vitali Golod

2538

Yehuda Gruenfeld

2471

Ramat Aviv ch-ISR 2004 (4)
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White does not try to defend his b2-pawn, which would involve placing his pieces passively, but instead uses them to support his passed d-pawn:

24.♖d1! ♕xb2 25.d6 ♖d8 26.♕d5 ♕e2 27.♖d3 ♕e1+?

The only chance to hold was 27…♕h5! 28.♕xh5 (28.♕c6 ♕e5 29.♕c7 ♕e1+ 30.♔h2 ♕e5+ 31.g3


[image: images]

analysis diagram



31…♕e2!! 32.♕xd8+ ♔g7 33.♔g2 ♕xd3 34.♕c7 ♕d5+ 35.♔g1 ♕d1+ 36.♔h2 ♕d4=) 28…gxh5 29.♔f1 c4 30.♖d5 ♔g7 31.♔e2 ♔f6 32.♖xh5 ♖xd6 33.♖xh7 ♔e6 34.♖h4[image: images] – White retains good winning chances.

28.♔h2 ♕xf2 29.♖f3 ♕d4 30.♕xf7+ ♔h8 31.♖f6! ♕e5+ 32.♔h1 ♕e8

32…♕e1+ 33.♖f1 ♕e8 34.♕d5 ♕d7 35.♕e5+ ♔g8 36.♖f6 ♖e8 37.♕xc5+– – White has an extra pawn and the black king is exposed.

33.♕d5 ♕e1+ 34.♔h2 ♕e3 35.d7 ♖xd7 36.♕a8+

Black resigned.


3 *

Humpy Koneru

2610

Natalia Zhukova

2451

Khanty-Mansiysk Wch W 2012 (2)
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28…♕xc1+!

The best route to the win, although in order to find it, one needs to understand that the queen is a poor blockader.

Of course, in the endgame arising after 28…♕c3, Back retains excellent winning chances.

29.♕xc1 ♖b8 30.♗e4 ♖xb4 31.♗xc2 ♖c4 32.f5 ♗xf5 33.♕f1 ♖xc2 34.♕xf5 ♖d2 35.♕g4+ ♔h8 36.♕f4 ♖8xd5 37.♕xf6+ ♔g8

There is no perpetual, and with his king cut off on the first rank, White has no chance of saving the game. She lost on time, although she could also have resigned.


4 **

Nigel Short

2663

Alexei Shirov

2715

Dubai rapid 2002 (2)
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It seems that the weakness of White’s back rank is of decisive significance. In addition, the black knight is ready to come via e5 to g4, and prepare a winning attack. However, if one remembers that the e6-pawn is very advanced, and switches on one’s imagination, then one can find

30.♕f7+!!

In the game, admittedly played with a rapid time control, White did not think of this move, and after 30.♖g1 ♘e5 31.♕d6 ♖f6 32.h3 ♘d3, Black realised his advantage after winning the pawns on c5 and e6.

30…♖xf7 31.exf7

and White wins by getting a new queen.


5 **

Martin Ortueta Esteban

José Sanz Aguado

Madrid 1933
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The white pieces lack harmony, as a result of which, as well as the positional plan of transferring the bishop to d8 and f6, Black finds a combinative solution:

31…♖xb2! 32.♘xb2 c3 33.♖xb6 c4 34.♖b4 a5 35.♘xc4 c2

0-1


6 ***

Mark Glukhovsky

2199

Mikhail Botvinnik

2340

Eilat tt 2012 (6)
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White has many passed pawns, but the advanced black one on h4 is worth more than them all!

47.a4?

Missing a lovely blow.

Correct was not to allow the activation of the black rook: 47.♗d5! ♖h6 48.a4 ♖d6 49.♗c4 ♖d4 (49…♖d1 50.a5 ♖a1 51.a6 ♖a2 52.e5 ♔xf5 53.e6 ♔f6 54.♔xh4=) 50.e5 ♔xf5 51.e6 ♖g4 52.a5 ♖g7 53.♔xh4 ♔f6 54.a6 ♔e5 55.♔h5 ♔f5 56.♔h4 (56.♔h6 ♖a7, and suddenly he has to give up a pawn) 56…♔f6 57.♗d5 ♖a7 58.♗c4 (58.♗b7? ♔xe6 59.♔g3 ♔e5–+) 58…♖g7, with a draw.

[image: images]

47…c4! 48.bxc4 ♖b8

White has several passed pawns, Black only one, but the latter’s is made of gold! In combination with mating threats, Black quickly advances it to promote. Meanwhile, White’s passed pawns simply cannot advance.

49.♗d5 ♖b3+ 50.♔g2 ♔g4

A simpler win was 50…h3+! 51.♔f2 (51.♔h2 ♔g4–+; 51.♔g1 ♖b1+ 52.♔f2 h2 53.e5 ♔xf5 54.e6 ♔f6–+) 51…♔f4 52.f6 ♖b2+ 53.♔e1 ♔e5!, blockading the passed e-pawn: 54.f7 h2 55.f8♕ h1♕+ 56.♕f1 ♖b1+–+.

51.f6 ♖b2+?

Now, he should have advanced the passed pawn with check. 51…h3+!. There is an old rule of thumb: ‘passed pawns must be pushed!’ 52.♔f2 ♖f3+ 53.♔e2 h2–+.

52.♔g1 ♔g3 53.♔f1 ♖f2+

53…h3 54.e5 h2 55.a5 ♖f2+ 56.♔e1 ♖f3–+.

54.♔e1 ♖xf6

The last moment in the game where there would have been no doubt about Black’s winning after 54…h3! 55.e5 h2 56.♗h1 ♖f5 57.♔d2 ♖xe5 58.♔c3 ♖f5 59.♔b4 ♖xf6 60.a5 ♖f1!. Black drives the bishop away from the square h1 just in time. 61.♗d5 ♖f3–+.

55.e5 ♖f5?

He could win with the hard-to-find move 55…♖g6!! 56.a5 (56.e6 ♖g5! 57.♔d2 (57.e7 ♖e5+ 58.♔d2 h3 59.a5 ♖xe7 60.♔c3 h2 61.♔b4 ♖e6! (61…♖e5 62.♗b7!) 62.♔b5 (62.♗b7 ♖f6 63.♔b5 ♖f3!–+; 62.♗xe6 h1♕ 63.♗d5 ♕b1+ 64.♔c5 ♕g1+–+) 62…♖e5 63.♔c6 ♖xd5–+)) 56…h3. The rook on the 6th rank does not allow the a-pawn to advance. 57.♔d2 h2 58.♔c3, and now there follows a beautiful manoeuvre which had to be seen when playing 55…♖g6:

Closing lines


[image: images]

analysis diagram



58…♔f2! 59.♔b4 ♖g2–+, winning.

[image: images]

56.e6?

Correct was 56.a5!. White’s main trump, the a-pawn, moves forward, with the support of the bishop. 56…♖xe5+ (56…h3 57.a6 ♖xe5+ 58.♔d2 takes play into the main line of this note) 57.♔d2 h3 58.a6 ♖e7 59.♗b7 (bad is 59.♔c3 ♖a7 60.♗b7 h2 61.♔b4 ♖xa6 62.c5 ♖f6 63.♔b5 ♖f3–+) 59…h2 60.♔d3 ♔f4 61.♔d4 ♖c7! 62.c5 ♖g7 63.♔c4 ♔e5 (63…♔e3 64.♗h1 ♖g1 65.a7! ♖xh1 66.a8♕ ♖c1+ 67.♔b5 ♖b1+ 68.♔c4 h1♕ 69.♕xh1 ♖xh1 70.♔d5, ‘shoulder-charging’ – the position is a draw) 64.♔b5 ♔d4 65.♔b6 ♖f7 66.♗h1 ♖f1 67.♗g2! (67.a7? ♖xh1 68.a8♕ ♖b1+ 69.♔c7 h1♕ 70.♕a4+ ♔xc5–+) 67…♖g1 68.♗f3 ♖b1+ 69.♔c6 ♖a1 70.♔b6 ♖f1 71.♗g2 – and there is no win for Black.

56…h3 57.♔d2 h2 58.♗h1 ♖e5 59.♔d3 ♖xe6 60.c5

Pushing the other pawn does not help either: 60.a5 ♖a6 61.c5 ♖xa5 62.♔d4 ♖a1 63.♗b7 ♖f1 64.♔e5 ♖f3–+.

60…♖e1 61.♗c6 ♖g1 62.♔c4 ♖g2 63.♔b5 h1♕ 64.♗xg2 ♕xg2 65.c6 ♕d5+ 66.♔b6 ♕b3+ 67.♔c7 ♕xa4 68.♔d6 ♕d4+ 69.♔e7 ♕c5+ 70.♔d7 ♕d5+ 71.♔c7 ♔f4 72.♔b6 ♕d6 73.♔b7 ♕b4+ 74.♔c8 ♔e5 75.c7 ♔e6

0-1

Passed pawns must be pushed!


7 **

Viktor Laznicka

2683

Alexei Shirov

2706

Novy Bor match 2012 (2)

[image: images]



The passed pawn is a great strength, since the white knight that blockades it loses its mobility. Now, Black has a beautiful way of supporting the pawn’s promotion ambitions:

41…♘d3!!

In the game, Black kept his advantage by bringing up his king with 41…♔g5, but he could not convert it.

42.♘xe4 ♘c1! 43.gxf3

If 43.♘c3 ♘e2+, a decisive role is placed by the f3-pawn, deep in White’s camp.

43…♘a2

White has to give up his knight for the passed pawn, after which the win is elementary for Black.

Additional material

Geller-Sokolsky, Moscow 1950

Panczyk-Jussupow, Warsaw 1985 – Black’s 17th move

Karpov-Kasparov, Leningrad Wch (match/19) 1986





Chapter 2

The protected passed pawn

A protected passed pawn is one that is guarded by another of its own pawns. This frees the player from the need to defend the pawn with pieces, and allows him to play on the other side of the board. A protected passed pawn is like a Sword of Damocles, hanging over the opponent’s position, since it is invulnerable and may advance at any moment. Because it is impossible to attack it, it has to be blockaded. As a rule, the piece that does this best is the knight, which in many cases can also attack the pawn that defends the passed pawn, or assist in its undermining.


8 *

Darmen Sadvakasov

2485

Konstantin Sakaev

2645

Dubai 1999 (2)

[image: images]



White’s compensation for the pawn consists in his control of the square e5, and his pressure on the open files and the long diagonal. In one move, Black changes the character of the struggle:

25…b5!

In the event of the quiet 25…♖a7 26.a4 b6 27.♖ae1 ♕f6 28.f4, Black also has the advantage, although finding any sort of plan here is not simple, as his dark-squared bishop is very restricted.

26.♗xa8

He loses after 26.♘xa5 ♗d6!, whilst in the event of 26.♘d2 ♖ae8, White has no positional compensation for the exchange, since his knight has lost the strongpoint c4. Black is ready to set his pawn centre in motion, by first kicking the white rook with …♗c5-d6.

26…bxc4 27.♗g2 c3

Now, White has a small material advantage, but his position is bad, as Black has obtained control of the centre and an extremely strong protected passed pawn, only a short step from promoting.

28.♕e2

[image: images]

28…♖c8!

Black spots the weak point in his opponent’s defences – from here the rook supports the passed pawn.

It would be an inaccuracy to play 28…♖b8 29.♗d5! ♗d6 30.♗c4 – having defended his queenside weaknesses, White can still fight on.

29.♖a2 ♖b8

But now, the white bishop raid loses in strength, so Black allows it.

Another good possibility was 29…♕d6.

30.♗d5 ♗d6 31.♖xe6

Here, there is not the move 31.♗c4, because after 31…♗xe5 32.♕xe5 Black exploits the…

Weakness of the back rank


[image: images]

analysis diagram



32…♕g5!!, and the queen bursts into White’s camp, combining with the bishop to set up a mating attack.

31…♗xe6 32.♕xe6 ♕xe6 33.♗xe6

♖e8!

The rook comes to the rear of White’s position, not worrying about the pawn loss – the most concise way to win.

34.♗xf5+ g6 35.♗d7

35.♗e4 ♖xe4 36.dxe4 d3–+.

35…♖e1+ 36.♔g2 ♗xa3 37.♖c2 ♖b1 38.♗a4

[image: images]

38…♗b4!

Not even allowing b3-b4. There is no defence against …♖b1-b2, so White resigned.


9 **

Alexander Beliavsky

Boris Gulko

Linares 1990 (1)

[image: images]



White has a protected passed pawn on d5, typical of the Grünfeld Defence. The further White can push it, the greater his threats, because the ♗g7 does not hold up the pawn’s progress. But there is a danger – the moment the pawn moves forward, it ceases to be protected by its own pawn, and the enemy pieces can try to surround and capture it. In this example, White manages without a sharp advance of the pawn.

18.♘g3! ♕d7 19.♖fe1 f5

Black makes a practically forced move. Of course, he weakens the e6-square and irreparably damages his king’s pawn cover, which later allows White to carry out a combination. But what else could Black do?

19…♘b7 does not help, after which there is the unpleasant 20.♖xe8! (20.♘e4 f5! 21.♘d2 h6 22.♗f4 g5 23.♖xe8 ♖xe8 24.♕a3 ♘a5 25.♗e3 ♗f8, with good chances of a successful defence) 20…♖xe8 21.♘e4 ♘d6 22.♘f6+[image: images].

20.♘e2!

[image: images]

The white knight immediately heads to the weakened square e6.

20…♘b7 21.♘f4 ♖xe1+

21…h6 22.♘xg6 hxg5 23.♘xf8[image: images].

22.♖xe1 ♖e8 23.♘e6 ♗h8

23…♘d6 24.♘xg7[image: images].

[image: images]

24.♘c7!!

An accurately calculated tactical blow.

24…♖xe1+ 25.♕xe1 ♕xc7 26.♕e8+ ♔g7 27.♗d2!

27.♗c1+–.

27…♕d8[image: images] 28.♗c3+ ♔h6 29.♕e3+

But not 29.♕xh8? ♕xh8 30.♗xh8 ♘d6=.

29…♕g5[image: images]

29…g5 30.♕h3+ ♔g6 31.♕xf5+ ♔h6 32.♕h3#.

30.f4! ♕g4 31.♗xh8 ♕d1+ 32.♗f1 ♘d6 33.♕h3+ ♕h5 34.♕c3 ♘e8 35.d6! ♕d1 36.♕h3+

Black resigned.


10 ***

Magnus Carlsen

2861

Pentala Harikrishna

2698

Wijk aan Zee 2013 (4)

[image: images]



White is two pawns down, but at the moment, this deficit is not really felt. Instead, one’s eye is struck by the blockade on the dark squares and the protected passed pawn on e6.

21.♘c5 ♘d6 22.♕f3 ♕e7 23.♖f2 ♖a5

Also possible is 23…♖xf2 24.♔xf2 (24.♗xf2 g6!?) 24…g6 25.g4 ♘b5, trying to somehow reduce White’s pressure.

24.♘b3 ♖b5 25.♗c5 ♗h5 26.♕c3! ♕e8 27.♕e3

An equal endgame results from the exchanging operation 27.♘d4 ♘e4 28.♘xb5 ♘xc3 29.e7 ♖f7 30.♘xc7 ♕xe7 31.♗xe7 ♖xe7 32.♖xc3 ♖xc7=.

[image: images]

27…♕a8?

Maybe, he should have decided on 27…♘e4! 28.♖fc2 ♕b8 (28…♘xc5 29.♘xc5[image: images]) 29.♘d4 ♖xc5 30.♖xc5 ♘xc5 31.♖xc5 (31.♘xc6?! d4 32.♕a3 ♕b3! (32…♕b6 33.♘e7+ ♔h8 34.♘d5 ♕b8 35.♕xc5) 33.♕xc5 d3[image: images]) 31…♗e8 32.♖c1!? – in this position, White has the advantage, but it is not apparently how he can crack Black’s defences.

28.♘d4 ♖xc5 29.♖xc5 ♘e4 30.♘xc6 ♘xf2 31.♔xf2

Now, Black does not obtain sufficient counterplay.

31…♕a2+ 32.♔g3 ♖e8

[image: images]

33.h3!

A nice move. White intends to drop his king back to h2 and play g2-g4.

33…♕a6 34.♕c3 ♗e2 35.♖xd5 ♗b5 36.♘b4 ♕b7 37.♕c5 ♗a4

To save his bishop, Black transfers it from h5 to a4, but on the latter square, it is out of play.

38.♖d7! ♕e4

38…♗xd7 39.exd7 ♖d8 40.♕e7 ♕a8 41.♘c6+–.

39.♖xc7

Not so long ago, Black had pawns on the squares c7, c6 and d5.

39…h5 40.♔h2 ♔h7 41.♕f2 ♖g8 42.♘a6 ♗e8

The bishop returns to the square from which it started its journey. But nothing has changed for it – the powerful passed pawn on e6 still poisons its existence.

He also loses after 42…♕e5+ 43.♕g3 ♕xf5 44.♖c5 ♕g6 45.♕h4 ♗e8 46.♘c7 ♔h6 47.g4+–.

43.♖c5 ♕d3 44.♘b4 ♕d6+ 45.♔h1 ♕d1+ 46.♕g1 ♕d6 47.♘d5 ♖f8 48.♕d4 ♔h8 49.♖c8 ♗c6

Black resigned.


11 ***

Anatoly Karpov

Viktor Kortchnoi

Baguio City Wch match 1978 (14)
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The black king is blocked in by its own pieces, and White seals it up even further:

17.♘f6+! ♗xf6

More tenacious is 17…gxf6 18.exf6 ♖d8! (he loses after 18…♗d6 19.♖d4! – the rook goes to h4), preventing the transfer of the white rook to the kingside. However, Black’s position is still difficult, of course, as his king is exposed, and his dark squares are creaking.

18.exf6 ♕c8 19.fxg7 ♖d8

The king is protected by the enemy pawn on g7, a well-known defensive device. Black would like to capture it later, when things have simplified, and his king is not under threat.

[image: images]

20.h4!

On the way to help its neighbour. The white pawn is heading to h6, to secure a decisive advantage in the endgame, as the black king will be completely tied down to covering the passed pawn.

20…c5 21.♖ac1

Black also has only a few practical chances after 21.♖xd8+ ♕xd8 22.♖d1 ♘d4 23.♗xd4 cxd4 24.♕e4+–.

21…♕c7 22.h5 ♕e5 23.h6 ♕xb2 24.♖d7 ♖xd7 25.♕xa8+ ♖d8 26.♕xa6 ♕e2 27.♖f1

A more precise win was 27.g3!, ensuring his king an escape on g2 from the checks. 27…♘d4 28.♗xd4 cxd4 29.♕f6 ♕e8 30.♖c7 ♖d7 31.♕c6 ♖d8 32.♕xe8+ ♖xe8 33.♖d7+–.

27…♖d1 28.♕a8+ ♖d8 29.♕c6! b4

[image: images]

30.♕a4!

White solves his main task at this moment, organising a blockade on c4, for which purpose his queen retreats to b3.

30…♕d3 31.♖c1 ♕d5 32.♕b3

[image: images]

32…♕e4

There were more practical chances of a successful defence with 32…♕h5! 33.♕c4 ♖d1+ (otherwise, White gradually strengthens his centralisation) 34.♖xd1 ♕xd1+. Now, the winning path is thorny: 35.♕f1! (but not 35.♔h2 ♕h5+ 36.♔g3 ♕g6+ 37.♔f3 ♘g5+ 38.♔e2 ♕xh6 – Black breaks up the group of kingside pawns, and obtains drawing chances) 35…♕c2 36.♕b5! (strangely, with his queen further away the white king escapes the checks) 36…♕d1+ 37.♔h2 ♕h5+ 38.♔g3 ♕e5+ 39.♔g4 ♕e4+ 40.♔h3 ♕f5+ 41.g4 ♕f3+ 42.♔h2+–.

33.♕c2 ♕xc2

White has been ready for a queen exchange for some 20-23 moves, ever since he finished the march of his rook’s pawn! Black had to keep the queens on, choosing, for example, 33…♕g4 – White would face greater technical problems there.

34.♖xc2 f5 35.f4 ♔f7 36.g4! ♖d5 37.gxf5 ♖xf5 38.♖d2 ♖f6 39.♖d7+ ♔g8 40.f5 ♖xf5 41.♖e7 ♘xg7 42.♖xg7+ ♔h8 43.♖c7 ♔g8 44.♗xc5 ♖g5+ 45.♔f2 ♖g6 46.♗e3

Black resigned.





Chapter 3

Blockading a passed pawn

In order that a passed pawn does not advance, in the great majority of cases it needs to be blockaded. As we have noted earlier, the best piece for this job is usually a knight, although there are positions where a bishop can also cope well with this job. But the major pieces are not well suited to this task, because they can easily be dislodged from the blockading square by an enemy minor piece.


12 *

Petri Kekki

2369

Artyom Timofeev

2661

St Vincent Ech tt 2005 (1)

[image: images]



15…♘e7?!

According to modern theory, stronger is 15…♗xf3! 16.♗xf3 ♘e5 17.♗e2 (correct is 17.c4!=) 17…c4, with the idea of 18.d6? ♘d3! 19.♗xd3 ♖xd6![image: images].

16.c4?!

After the correct 16.d6! ♘f5 17.♗f4, the passed pawn proves to be well-supported, and ensures White the advantage. The attempt to eliminate it fails: 17…♘xd6? (better is 17…♖d7!. Both rook and queen are bad blockaders, but this was still better than losing the game at once: 18.h3 ♗xf3 19.♗xf3 ♖e8 20.♗g4 c4 21.♕c2 – White has a large, though possibly still not decisive advantage) 18.♗xd6 ♗f8 (18…♗xf3 19.♗xf3 ♗e5 20.♗xe5 ♖xd2 21.♖xd2 also loses, due to the weakness of the black king) 19.♕f4 ♗xf3 20.♗xf3 ♗xd6 21.♖xd6 ♖xd6 22.♕xd6 ♖d8 23.♕f6, and Black resigned in Obafunmilao-Wieter, Lucerne 1982.

16…♕xd2 17.♖xd2 ♘f5

Now, Black’s idea works successfully.

18.♗f4

White has insufficient compensation after 18.♗xc5? ♗h6 19.♖cd1 ♗xd2 20.♖xd2 ♗xf3!? 21.gxf3 b6 22.♗b4 ♖ac8 23.♔g2 ♘d6[image: images].

18…♖e8 19.h3 ♗xf3 20.♗xf3

[image: images]

20…♘d4

Black blocks the d-file, making further advance of the passed d-pawn suicide. Objectively, slightly stronger was 20…♗e5 21.♗xe5 ♖xe5 22.d6! (22.♖b1? ♘d6[image: images], and in this case the blockade of the enemy passed pawn is ideally achieved, and in addition, the ♘d6 attacks the c4-pawn) 22…♖d8 23.♗xb7 ♖xd6 24.♖xd6 ♘xd6 25.♗f3=, but evidently the black player thought this position was too simple to play for a win, against an opponent of a lower class.

21.♔f1?!

The immediate advance of the pawn is difficult, e.g. 21.d6 ♖ad8 22.♔f1 (22.♗xb7? ♘e2+) 22…♘xf3 23.gxf3 ♗d4!, and the bishop replaces the knight: 24.♖b1 ♖d7 25.♖e2 ♖xe2 26.♔xe2 f6 27.♔d3 ♔f7 28.♗g3 ♗e5[image: images].

But correct was 21.♖b1! b6


[image: images]

analysis diagram



22.♗c7!, and from here, the bishop strongly supports the passed pawn. 22…♗f6 23.d6 ♘xf3+ 24.gxf3 ♖ec8 (24…♖e6? 25.d7 ♗d8 26.♗f4[image: images]) 25.a4 ♗d8 26.♗xd8 ♖xd8 27.a5 bxa5 (27…♖ab8 28.♖d5! f6 29.d7 ♔f7 30.a6!?) 28.♖b5 ♖ac8 29.♖xa5 ♖c6 30.♖xa7 ♖dxd6 31.♖xd6 ♖xd6 32.♖c7 ♖f6 33.♔g2 ♖f5=.

21…♗e5 22.♗e3 ♖ad8 23.♗xd4

The opposite-coloured bishop position is probably a draw, but Black’s game is the more pleasant to play.

23…♗xd4 24.♖b1 b6 25.♖b3 ♔f8 26.g3 ♖e7 27.♖b1 ♖d6 28.♖e2 ♖f6 29.♖xe7 ♔xe7 30.♖e1+ ♔d6

As a result of White’s inaccurate play from moves 24 to 30, the Black pieces have occupied ideal positions. The rook and bishop are eyeing the f2-pawn, and the king has the perfect blockading square in front of the pawn.

31.♔g2

[image: images]

31…b5!

Exploiting his numerical superiority on the queenside, Black sacrifices a pawn to create a passed pawn.

32.cxb5 c4 33.♖e8 ♔c5 34.♖c8+ ♔xb5

[image: images]

35.d6?

Unable to sustain the pressure of the battle. White could hold a draw by 35.♖c6! c3 36.♗e2+ ♔a5 37.♖xf6 ♗xf6 38.♗d1 ♔b4 39.♔f3 ♔a3 40.♔e3 ♔xa2 41.♔d3 ♔a3 42.d6 ♔b4 43.d7 a5 44.♗f3 ♔c5 45.♗d1 ♔b4 46.♗f3 ♗e7 47.♗d5 f6 48.♗g8 h6 49.g4=.

35…♖xd6 36.♗e2 ♗c5 37.♖b8+ ♖b6 38.♖xb6+ axb6

In this version, the opposite-coloured bishop ending is lost.

39.a4+

39.♔f1 ♔b4 40.♔e1 b5 41.f3 ♔a3–+.

39…♔b4 40.♔f1 ♔b3 41.♗d1+ ♔b2 42.♔e2 c3 43.♔d3 ♗xf2 44.g4 f5

0-1


13 *

Bela Toth

2400

Dragoljub Velimirovic

2520

Budva zt 1981 (15)
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If White succeeds in lifting the blockade on d6, his passed pawn will become very strong. He can do this with his knight, for example via d2 to c4. Therefore, Black starts play on the dark squares:

21…♗xf3!

With this move, Black gets rid of an ‘unnecessary’ piece, and not only strengthens his blockading knight, but the whole complex of dark squares. It is important that now the white ♗f3 becomes a bad piece, blocked in by its own d5-pawn.

22.♖xf3 ♗e5 23.♖af1?

A serious positional mistake, after which White is left with a bad bishop against a beautiful knight. It was essential to decline the exchange, and retreat the bishop to d2 or e3 – in this case, White would retain counterplay, since then Black does not get a free hand for major-piece play on the dark squares.

23…♗xf4 24.♖xf4 ♖e3!

After an exchange of dark-squared bishops, outposts appear on e5, e3 and g5 – Black happily exploits them.

25.♕c3 ♕g5 26.♕d4

[image: images]

26…♖ae8?

For a moment, Black forgets about the importance of his blockading knight, and this could have cost him. After the correct 26…♕e5!, White would have had to defend a very unpleasant endgame.

27.♖f6 ♖d8 28.♕b6!

Now, the blockade is lifted, and Black’s advantage disappears with it.

28…♖d7 29.♖xd6

29.♗xa6 bxa6 30.♖xd6 ♖e2 31.♖g1 also allows White to make a draw.

29…♖xd6 30.♕xd6 ♖xd3 31.♕b8+ ♔g7 32.♕xb7 ♕f4 33.♔g1 ♕d4+ 34.♔h1 ♕f2 35.♖g1 a5 36.h3

Of course, with such a passive rook, it was essential at the first opportunity to open a front for counterplay with 36.b4! – White instead prefers to defend solely on the kingside.

36…♕f5 37.♖e1 ♖xd5 38.♕c7

It was still possible to play 38.b4!, with a draw.

38…♕f6 39.♕c2 ♖f5 40.b3 ♖f1+ 41.♖xf1 ♕xf1+ 42.♔h2 ♕f4+ 43.♔g1 ♕d4+ 44.♔f1 h5 45.♔e2 h4 46.♕d3 ♕b2+ 47.♕d2 ♕e5+

The endgame – the opposition, both close and distant

[image: images]

48.♕e3?

A misjudgement of the pawn endgame – in two moves, the black king is inside the square of the a-pawn.

Correct was 48.♔f2 – Black’s position is the more pleasant, but even so, a draw looks inevitable.

48…♔f6! 49.b4

White resigned, without waiting for the capture on b4 – the pawn ending is lost.

He also loses after 49.♔f2 ♕xe3+ 50.♔xe3 ♔e5 – the black king has the opposition.


14 **

Laurent Fressinet

2700

Alexander Grischuk

2764

Beijing blindfold 2012 (4)
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Objectively, White’s position is somewhat better. As is well-known, the queen is a poor blockader. In addition, the white pieces are already on strong squares. The direct idea of transferring the knight from f6 to d6 either fails tactically, or is met by a basic refutation in the form of the move ♗c2-a4 and the exchange of the knight on e8, with an obvious advantage to White.

19…e4!?

Black goes for the sacrifice, to exchange some major pieces. In the sample variation 19…♖e7 20.♖e2 ♘e8 21.♖de1 f6 22.f4+–, the pawn on e5 is lost anyway.

20.♕g3

[image: images]

20…♖e5!

An important move. Black gives up a pawn, but exchanges all the rooks.

The continuation 20…♕xg3 21.hxg3 ♔f8 22.♖e3 leaves White with serious pressure in the endgame, thanks to the fact that it is difficult to bring the knight to d6.

21.♗xe4 ♖ae8 22.♔f1

The preparatory move 22.f3 leads to something similar to the game: 22…g6 23.♗d3 ♖xe1+ 24.♖xe1 ♕xg3 25.♖xe8+ ♘xe8 26.hxg3 g5=. It is interesting that the computer assesses this position incorrectly, considering that White has a decisive advantage – the machine just does not understand blockades!

22…g6 23.♗f3 ♖xe1+ 24.♖xe1 ♕xg3 25.hxg3 ♖xe1+ 26.♔xe1

[image: images]

White has an extra protected passed pawn, but the position is a draw.

26…♘e8! 27.♔d2 ♘d6

Unlike the queen, the knight is an excellent blockader! It fulfils its function of keeping the white king out excellently.

28.♗e2 ♔f8 29.♗d3 ♔e7 30.♔e3 h6 31.f4 ♔f6 32.♔f3 ♔g7 33.♔e3 ♔f6 34.♔f3 ♔g7 35.♔e3 ♔f6

Draw agreed.


15 **

Anatoly Karpov

2688

Pablo San Segundo Carrillo

2523

Benidorm rapid 2002 (1)



1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.♘c3 ♗e7 4.♘f3 ♘f6 5.♗f4 0-0 6.e3 c5 7.dxc5 ♗xc5 8.cxd5 ♘xd5 9.♘xd5 exd5 10.a3 ♘c6 11.♗d3 ♗b6 12.0-0 d4

[image: images]

13.e4!?

White leaves his opponent a passed pawn on d4, and shuts in his own bishop. But let us look at the position in more detail. Where can the pawn go? It is securely blockaded by the ♗d3, and there is no realistic chance of Black eliminating the bishop and promoting the pawn in the foreseeable future. In addition, the ♘c6 and especially the ♗b6 are both staring at the back of the pawn on d4, and have their own mobility limited by it.

What is White’s play going to involve? It is very simple – the move e3-e4 has given him a kingside pawn majority, and he will seek to strengthen his pressure on this side of the board, by advancing his pawns.

The exchange on d4 has a drawish reputation, despite the computer’s positive assessment: 13.exd4 ♘xd4 14.♗e5 ♘c6 15.♗c3 ♗g4 16.♖e1 ♗h5=. The programs assess the position as in White’s favour, because of the possible exchange of the ♗d3 for the ♘c6, weakening Black’s pawn structure. However, this judgement is wrong, as the bishop pair would compensate for these weaknesses.

Nor does the following line look any better: 13.♕c2 h6 14.e4 ♗g4 15.♘e5 ♘xe5 16.♗xe5 ♕e7 17.♗g3 ♖ac8 – Black takes advantage of the move ♕c2.

13…♗g4 14.h3 ♗h5

Another interesting possibility is 14…♕f6 15.hxg4 ♕xf4. Black exchanges White’s dark-squared bishop for his own light-squared one, but this only strengthens White’s control over the d3-square and creates additional attacking possibilities on the kingside. As is well-known, opposite-coloured bishops strengthen the attack. 16.g5! f6 (on 16…♗d8, there follows 17.♕c1, with advantage) 17.g6! ♘e5! (Black loses after 17…hxg6? 18.♗c4+ ♔h7 19.g3 ♕c7 20.♔g2, with a mating attack) 18.♘xe5 fxe5 19.♕h5 h6 20.g3 ♕d2 21.♖ad1 ♕xb2 22.♕xe5. White’s chances are preferable, Bartels-Korneev, Yevora 2008.

15.g4

Because White has a large advantage on the kingside, this pawn move in front of his king does not seem so strange.

15…♗g6 16.♖c1 ♖c8 17.♖e1 ♖e8 18.♔g2

White consistently strengthens his position on the kingside.

18…♗c7 19.♕d2 ♗xf4?!

The exchange of bishops does not ease Black’s position. The white queen is excellently placed on f4.

Better is 19…h6!? 20.♖c5 ♕e7, retaining the possibility of pressure on the e4-pawn.

20.♕xf4 ♕e7

[image: images]

21.♗c4! ♔h8

Exploiting the fact that 21…♗xe4? is bad due to 22.♔g1!+–, with a decisive pin on the e-file.

22.♗d5

The bishop reaches d5 with decisive effect. Now, the pawn on d4 simply drops off.

22…f6 23.♗xc6 ♖xc6 24.♖xc6 bxc6 25.♘xd4 c5 26.♘f5 ♗xf5 27.♕xf5 h6 28.♖e3 ♕c7 29.h4 c4 30.h5!

Fixing Black’s structure in the event of a possible rook endgame.

30…♖e5 31.♕f3 ♕d7 32.♕e2 ♕d4 33.♔f3

33.f3!?[image: images].

33…♖b5 34.♖c3 ♕e5 35.♖xc4 ♕h2?

An oversight, but even after the superior 35…♕xb2 36.♕xb2 ♖xb2 37.♖a4, Black’s position is hopeless.

36.♖c8+ ♔h7 37.♕xb5 ♕h3+ 38.♔f4 ♕h2+ 39.♔e3

1-0


16 **

Evgeny Bareev

2660

Zdenko Kozul

2595

Biel izt 1993 (2)

[image: images]



White has the advantage, thanks to his extra space. But how great is this advantage? Black’s plan is to strengthen the e5-pawn if necessary with …f7-f6, bring his ♖a8 to the centre (probably with the help of exchanges on the d-file) and include his light-squared bishop in the game via c8. If he succeeds in doing this, White will have few chances of a break on the kingside. By exploiting a tactical motif, White finds a way to change the position in his favour:

20.♖xd8+!

This is not about simplifying or conceding the open file. It is just that after this exchange, the black pieces lose coordination.

20…♖xd8

20…♘xd8 is bad, not only out of general considerations, but also for concrete reasons: 21.♘d3 f6 22.g4 ♘f4 23.♘xf4 exf4 24.a4[image: images] a6 25.axb5 cxb5 26.♗xb5! axb5 27.♖xa8 ♗xa8 28.♕a2++–.

21.♘d3 ♘d4

The ‘solid’ move 21…f6 fails as follows: 22.♕b3 ♕f7 (22…♗c8 23.g4 ♘hf4 24.♘xf4 exf4 25.a4 a6 26.axb5 axb5 27.♘d4 ♔f7 28.♖a3!+– – Black is tied to the defence of the c6-pawn, whilst White is preparing ♕b3-a2, followed by the penetration of the rook: 22…♖e8 23.g4 ♘hf4 24.♘xf4 exf4 25.a4 a6 26.axb5 cxb5 (26…axb5 27.♘d4 ♗c8 28.♖a8+–) 27.♘d4 ♕c8 28.f3[image: images]) 23.♖d1 ♖e8 (he has to leave the open file, because after the intended 23…♗c8, White wins with 24.♘dxe5! fxe5 25.♘g5+–) 24.g4 ♘hf4 25.♘xf4 ♘xf4 26.♖d7 ♕xb3 27.axb3 ♗c8 28.♖xa7[image: images]. Despite his pawn minus, Black has chances of creating a fortress, as the closed nature of the position helps this. But White also has some winning hopes – his rook is active, and in the future, he has potential for both a sacrifice of a piece for two pawns on the queenside, and also the opening of lines on the other flank.

[image: images]

22.♗xd4!

The pawn that now lands on d4 restricts Black’s bishop, and is excellently blockaded by the knight. Another important thing is that the white e-pawn gets the chance to advance, and he can start piece play on the light squares on the kingside.

22…exd4 23.e5 ♗h8!

Black is up to the task and defends in the best way.

Trying to sharpen the position does not work: 23…f6 24.g4 fxe5 25.gxh5 e4 26.♕b3+ ♖d5 27.♘d2 exd3 28.♗g2+–;23…♗f8 takes pressure off the e5-pawn, which White can exploit immediately: 24.a4 a6 25.♘d2 ♗c8 26.axb5 axb5 27.g4! (27.♘e4 gives Black the chance to activate slightly with the help of the tactical trick 27…♘f4!, although after 28.♘d6 ♘d5 29.♕b2[image: images], White is still close to winning) 27…♘g7 28.♘e4 ♘e6. White can now pursue the initiative energetically with 29.f4!, because after 29…♘xf4 (after quiet play like 29…♗g7 30.♕f2+–, Black is helpless – the knight goes to d6, the bishop to g2, and then there follows f4-f5) 30.♘xf4 ♕xe5, he has the winning resource 31.♕f2! d3 (31…♕xe4 32.♖e1+–) 32.♖e1+–.

24.g4 ♘g7 25.♘g5 ♘e8?

This move gives up control of e6, which allows White to carry out an attack. White also has close to a decisive advantage after 25…♘e6?! 26.♘xe6 fxe6 27.♖e1 – the black bishops are useless.

It made sense to provoke some opening of lines on the queenside with 25…a5, or get the sleeping bishop into play by 25…♗c8 – in both cases, White has a clear advantage, but there is a lot of fight left.

26.e6!+– f6 27.♘f7

The black rook is now absolutely passive, like his other pieces, which decides the outcome of the game.

27…♖b8 28.♖e1 ♕e7 29.f4 f5 30.gxf5 ♕h4

30…gxf5 31.♘h6+ ♔f8 32.♘xf5+–.

31.fxg6 hxg6 32.♕g2 ♕f6 33.♘xh8 ♔xh8 34.♘e5 ♘g7 35.♘xg6+ ♔g8 36.♗d3 ♘xe6 37.h4 ♖d8 38.f5 ♘g7 39.♕g5 ♕xg5+ 40.hxg5 ♗c8 41.f6 ♘e6 42.♘e7+ ♔f7 43.♗g6+ ♔f8 44.♘xc8 ♘xg5 45.♘xa7 ♘f3+ 46.♔f2 ♘xe1 47.♔xe1 ♖a8 48.♘xc6

1-0


17 ***

Teimour Radjabov

2610

Peter Svidler

2690

Moscow tt rapid 2002 (3)
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The game started as a Grünfeld. White has a passed pawn on c5, but at the moment, its presence is not felt, as it is securely blockaded by the knight. With his last move, White proposed the exchange of bishops, so as to weaken the black king and reduce the pressure on the long diagonal.

16…♗c2!

The strongest and the main theoretical move.

17.♖d2

Tempting is the semi-forcing variation 17.♕xe6 fxe6 18.♖d2 (18.♗xg7 ♗xd1 19.♗xf8 ♗xe2 leads to the loss of material) 18…♗xh6 19.♖xc2 ♘b4 20.♖c3 ♘xa2 21.♖a3 ♘c1 22.♗d1 a5!, leading to a complicated position with an extra pawn for Black, and roughly equal chances.

17…♕xe3 18.♗xe3 ♗f5 19.♘d4

19.♖fd1 ♖ac8!?=.

[image: images]

19…♗xd4!

A strong positional decision! Black gives up his lovely bishop for the knight, ensuring himself the ‘eternal’ blockader on c6, as the white dark-squared bishop can never attack the ♘c6.

20.♗xd4 ♖ad8 21.♗e3 ♖xd2 22.♗xd2 ♖d8 23.♗e3 ♗d3!

Depriving White of the two bishops, after which he faces a long and unpleasant defence. The engines assess the endgame as equal, but from the player’s viewpoint, Black’s position is clearly preferable.

24.♗xd3 ♖xd3 25.♖c1

[image: images]

25…e5

Black’s plan is simple – to advance his kingside pawns, cramping the white pieces, and to bring his king into the centre. White has no sensible counterplay.

26.♔f1 f5 27.♔e2 ♖d5 28.f3 ♔f7 29.g4 f4!

The continuation 29…fxg4? would be a serious mistake: 30.fxg4 ♔e6 31.♔f3![image: images]. And, of course, opening the g-file would also play into White’s hands: 29…♔e6 30.gxf5+ gxf5 31.a3 a5 32.♖g1!∞.

30.♗f2 ♔e6 31.h4 a5 32.♖h1 h6 33.♖c1

White is forced to wait.

33…♖d7 34.♖c3 e4 35.fxe4 ♔e5

[image: images]

36.♔f3?

He should have exchanged the active black rook. After 36.♖d3! ♖xd3 37.♔xd3 ♘b4+ 38.♔e2, the absence of rooks makes the black knight’s duties more onerous, and allows White to count on a draw: 38…♔xe4 (bad is 38…♘xa2? – the knight abandons its security role over the passed pawn, which White can exploit immediately: 39.♗d4+! ♔e6 (39…♔xd4 40.c6, and the pawn cannot be caught) 40.c6 ♘b4 41.c7 ♔d7 42.h5! gxh5 43.gxh5 ♔xc7 44.♗g7, and it is White who wins) 39.♗e1 ♘c6 40.♗c3 g5 41.hxg5 hxg5 42.♗f6 f3+ 43.♔f2 ♔f4 44.♗xg5+ ♔xg5 45.♔xf3, and White should hold the position.

36…♖d2 37.a3 b4!

Of course, not 37…♖xb2? 38.♖d3+–.

38.axb4 axb4 39.♖c1

[image: images]

39…♔e6!

White’s many troubles are increased by the fact that he can now come under a decisive attack from the ♖+♘ combination in the endgame. His position is collapsing.

40.♔g2 ♖xb2 41.♖d1 ♘e5 42.♖d6+ ♔e7 43.♔g1 ♖c2 44.♖b6 ♘xg4 45.♖b7+ ♔e6 46.♗e1 ♖c1 47.♖b6+ ♔e5 48.♖xg6 ♖xe1+ 49.♔g2 ♘e3+ 50.♔f3 ♖f1+ 51.♔e2 ♖c1 52.♔f3 b3 53.♖b6 ♘c4 54.♖b8 b2 55.c6 b1♕

0-1





Chapter 4

A pawn wedge in the enemy camp

This is the case of a pawn cut off in the enemy camp, but which can cause chaos there and mess up the opponent’s position. Such pawns often die, but in return, they can destroy the coordination of the enemy pieces.


18 *

Alexander Khalifman

2649

Nidjat Agayev

2318

Nakhchivan 2012 (6)



1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.♘c3 exd5 5.cxd5 ♗d6

[image: images]

This system is a rare guest in tournament practice. It relies chiefly on surprise value. The main idea is to transfer the bishop via d6 and c7, after which White can very reasonably reply d5-d6. An interesting, non-standard battle then develops, in which White’s chances are nonetheless superior, thanks to the powerful pawn in the black position, on d6.

6.g3

The bishop transfer to c7 can be radically prevented by 6.e4, and now 6…♗c7?? simply loses after 7.d6 ♗a5 8.e5! ♘e4 9.♕g4 ♘xc3 10.♕xg7 ♘e4+ 11.♔d1 ♖f8 12.♗h6+–.

The bishop can only be transferred to c7 after 6.♘f3 ♗c7!?, and now things are not so clear after 7.d6 ♗a5 8.♗g5 ♕b6! 9.♗xf6 ♕xb2! 10.♗xg7 ♖g8 (or 10…♗xc3+ 11.♗xc3 ♕xc3+ 12.♘d2 b6) 11.♖b1 ♗xc3+ 12.♗xc3 ♕xc3+ 13.♘d2 ♖g6 14.♖b3 ♕d4[image: images].

6…♗c7

The main line is 6…0-0 7.♘f3 ♗c7 8.d6 ♗a5 9.♗g2 ♘e4 10.♕d3 ♕f6 11.0-0! ♘xc3 12.bxc3 h6 13.♗f4!, which is also dangerous for Black.

7.d6 ♗a5 8.♗g2 h6

On 8…0-0, White can transpose to a favourable variation with 9.♘f3 (or 9.♘h3!?, which is also not bad).

9.♘h3 0-0 10.0-0 ♗xc3 11.bxc3 ♘c6

[image: images]

12.e4

White’s play is simple – he advances his pawns in the centre. Black, cramped by the pawn on d6, has no chance of developing any activity. His position is effectively lost.

12…♕a5 13.♕c2 ♖e8 14.f4 b5 15.e5 ♘h7 16.♗e3

The black pieces are almost invisible, and the rest is largely a matter of fairly simple technique.

16…♗a6 17.♗xc6 dxc6 18.♗xc5 ♘f8 19.♘f2 ♗c8 20.♘e4 ♗h3 21.♖fe1 ♘d7 22.♕f2 ♕a4 23.♗b4 a5 24.♘c5 ♘xc5 25.♗xc5 ♕c4 26.♕d4 ♕xd4+ 27.♗xd4 a4 28.♖ad1 ♖eb8 29.♗c5 ♖b7 30.♔f2 ♖d7 31.♔e3 ♔f8 32.c4 ♗e6 33.cxb5 cxb5 34.a3 ♖c8 35.♖c1 ♔e8 36.g4 g6

36…♗xg4 37.♖g1+–.

37.h3 ♖b7 38.♔e4 ♔d7 39.f5 gxf5+ 40.gxf5 ♗c4 41.♗b4 ♖bb8 42.♖g1 ♗b3 43.e6+ fxe6 44.♖g7+ ♔d8 45.♗a5+

1-0


19 **

Konstantin Sakaev

Alon Greenfeld

Russia tt 1998 (1)



Weak squares

[image: images]

The position looks roughly equal. The e5-square is the wrong colour to serve as a convenient outpost for the white knight – Black simply takes on e5 with the bishop, and begin play on the light squares. Therefore, White instead tries to seize the e-file, and is able to assist this with play on the kingside, by exploiting the barely-noticeable weakness of the g6-square.

19.♕g6! ♕f7

19…♘c6 20.♘g4 ♘e7 21.♕h5 (21.♘xh6+ ♔h8 22.♘f7+ ♔g8=) 21…♘f5 22.♖he1, and White also keeps the initiative.

[image: images]

20.h5!

The black pawns are fixed on the same colour squares as his bishop, which is useful in the long term. White has also realised that after the exchange on g6, the white pawn appearing on that square is a strength, not a weakness. It seriously cramps Black, and cannot easily be attacked.

20.♕xf7+ ♔xf7 does not offer anything serious.

20…♕xg6

20…♗e7 21.♕xf7+ (21.♘g4!? ♕f3+ 22.♔h3 ♕xc3 23.♘xh6+ ♔h8∞) 21…♘xf7 22.♘g4[image: images].

21.hxg6

The g6-pawn disturbs Black and in the end, decides the game.

21…♘c6 22.♘g4 ♖ae8?

Bad is 22…♘e7? 23.♗b4 – the pin on the knight decides.

It was worth considering 22…a5!?, but after 23.♖he1 or 23.♖c1, Black still experiences problems.

23.♘e3 ♖e4

More tenacious is 23…♗g5, but here too, after 24.♘xd5 ♖e2 25.♖hf1 ♖xa2 26.♘xc7 ♖c2 27.♖d3! (he can keep the pawn with 27.♘d5, but here Black’s drawing chances are greater) 27…♘xd4 28.♖xd4 ♖xc3 29.♘e6 ♖e8 30.♖e1 ♗f6 31.♖d7, White retains his domination, and every chance of winning – Black suffers from…

Back-rank weakness

24.♘xd5 ♗xd4 25.♗xd4 ♘xd4

[image: images]

26.♖he1!

White is not distracted by the pawn on c7 – it is more important to seize the e-file.

26…♖xe1 27.♖xe1 c6 28.♘e7+

Even more convincing and simply winning was 28.♘f4!, bringing the knight to h5.

28…♔h8 29.♖e4 c5 30.♘d5 ♘c6 31.f4 ♖c8 32.f5 ♔g8

[image: images]

The black king is in a cage, and White finds a way to shut it in completely:

33.♖e7! ♖d8 34.f6! ♘xe7 35.fxe7 ♖e8 36.♔f3

The white king rules the board.

36…b5 37.♔e4 c4 38.bxc4 bxc4 39.♔d4 ♖c8 40.♔c3

Black resigned.

It is never too late to go wrong – after 40.♘c7?? c3, the result changes 180 degrees.


20 ***

Alexei Shirov

2751

Veselin Topalov

2702

Sarajevo 2000 (3)
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There followed…

14.d6!

Surely Alexei Shirov isn’t counting on queening his pawn? No, of course not. By advancing to d7, the pawn cuts the black position into two halves, and is also prepared to lay down its life in due course. The other important thing is that he opens a group of squares for the attack – d5 for the knight, d6 for the white queen, and also the a2-g8 diagonal.

14…♘c6

The knight heads for d4, but this does not bring great benefits, since the other black pieces are uncoordinated, especially his rooks.

It was stronger to open up the bishop with 14…e4, or stop the white pawn by 14…♘d7.

15.d7! ♗b7

[image: images]

16.♕d6

Another tempting possibility was 16.♖h3, first including the rook in the attack. Black has to move the king into the corner with 16…♔h8, when White can choose between two promising squares for his queen – d5 or d6 (Black loses after the direct 16…♘d4 17.♕h6 ♗g7 18.♖g3 ♘e6 19.♖xg7+ ♘xg7 20.♘g5+–).

16…e4

If the bishop moves away from the ♘d5 in advance, with 16…♗g7, there is the strong 17.♖h3!.

17.♘d5 ♗g7 18.♘g5

Thanks to the knights, a mating net is forming around the black king.

18…♘d4 19.♘e7+ ♔h8 20.♖h3 f4

Dynamics. Prophylaxis / ‘quiet’ moves in the middle of an attack

[image: images]

21.♔b1!

Black has no moves to strengthen his position, so White permits himself some prophylaxis – the king moves away from the knight check.

21…b4 22.♗e2!

The inclusion of the bishop in the attack settles things.

22…f3 23.gxf3 ♘xe2 24.♕xc5 ♘f4 25.♕f5 ♘g6 26.h5 ♕xe7 27.hxg6

Black resigned.





Chapter 5

Queening pawns

When one pawn strives to become a queen, that is dangerous, but when several become queens, it is terrible! So as to promote such pawns, the attacking side is usually prepared to consider almost any sacrifice, since the appearance of a queen on the board will radically change the material balance and justify all previous losses. Because pawns advance slowly, such positions rarely arise, and there are not so many examples from practice.


21 *

Anatoly Karpov

2700

Jan Timman

2645

Brussels 1986 (2)
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Black threatens perpetual check, so White must seek a way to advance his pawn with tempo.

87.d8♘+!

Promoting to a queen is no good, so we promote to a knight! The white forces are sufficient to cope with the lone black queen.

87…♔a7 88.♖c7+ ♔b8 89.♖d7 ♕b1+ 90.♔c4 ♕f1+ 91.♔d5 ♕f3+ 92.♔d6 ♕f8+ 93.♔e6 ♕h6+ 94.♔xe5 ♕e3+ 95.♔d6 ♕f4+ 96.♔c5 ♕e3+ 97.♔c4 ♔c8 98.♘f7 ♕e4+ 99.♔c5 ♕e3+ 100.♔c6 ♕xc3+ 101.♔b6 ♕e3+ 102.♔a6 ♕e6+ 103.♘d6+ ♔b8 104.♖d8+ ♔c7 105.♖c8+

1-0


22 **

Vasily Smyslov

Mikhail Botvinnik

Moscow ch-URS 1941 (15)
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Both sides’ passed pawns are very far advanced, and each is a potential queen. Therefore, to gain a tempo, Black sacrifices a rook:

56…♖xb6! 57.♖xb6 d3!

The armada of black pawns marches unstoppably to the promotion squares.

58.♖g1

58.a7 d2 59.♖g1 c2 60.♖b8 c1♕ 61.a8♕ ♕xg1+ 62.♔xg1 d1♕+ 63.♔g2 ♖c2+–+.

58…d2 59.♖xf6 ♖c7

Careful! After 59…c2?, White manages to create threats against the black king: 60.♖f7+ ♔h8 61.♖f6=.

Black could also win with 59…d1♕ 60.♖xd1 c2–+.

60.♖fg6

[image: images]

60…d1♕

White resigned, since after 61.♖xd1 c2, Black makes a queen with tempo. Incidentally, Black avoided a cunning trap: after 60…c2 61.♖6g5, Black cannot avoid move repetition.


23 **

Lev Psakhis

Alexei Vyzmanavin

Moscow 1981 (5)
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It is obvious that in the current pawn battle, White has the better chances. However, after an exchange of one pair of pawns on the queenside and the appearance there of the black knight, the win would be problematical. White’s solution is elegant and convincing:

49.b6! ♔g5 50.♘xb7! ♖xb7 51.♖xg4+!

The pawn on b6 is defended, the ♖b7 passive, and the only other blockader of the white pawns is eliminated on g4. There is no way to stop the white pawns, so Black resigned.


24 **

Pikanen

Study 2005
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It is hard to call this position an endgame study, and it is more of a ‘textbook position’. But this takes nothing away from the beauty of the solution.

1.e6 ♘xe6

On 1…♖d2, White wins with 2.f7 ♘xf7 3.exf7 ♖d8 4.♖g1 b5 5.♕e6+ ♔b7 6.♖g8+–.

2.♕xe6+ ♔b8

It seems that all danger is behind Black, but White finds a miraculous manoeuvre, forcing Black to resign.

3.♕g8+ ♔a7 4.♕g1+ ♕f2

[image: images]

5.♕f1!

The whole point of White’s play – Black is unable to prevent the f-pawn queening, because of the bad position of the ♖h2.

5…♕c5 6.b4!

The black queen is overloaded…

After 6.f7? ♖f2 7.♕g1 b6, Black is fine!

6…♕d6 7.f7

Winning.


25 ***

Boyman

Study 2008
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We have before us a position, in which the main active units are the white passed pawns. Such a position could very easily arise in a game.

1.♖c7

1.♖xa7? ♖xc5+ 2.♔d2 ♖b5 3.b7 ♖b6 4.♖a8 ♘xb7, with a draw.

1…♖b8

Black loses quickly after 1…♖a8 2.♖xa7 ♖c8 (2…♖b8 3.b7 ♔c4 4.♖a8+–) 3.♖c7 ♖b8 (3…♖a8 4.b7) 4.b7 ♔c4 5.a7+–.

2.♖b7!

The key move, and the only one that wins.

2.b7? ♔a4! 3.♖c8 ♘xb7! 4.♖xb8 (4.c6? ♖xc8 5.axb7 ♖xc6+–+) 4…♘xc5 5.♖b6 ♔a5=.

The direct 2.♖xa7? does not win: Black manages to draw, albeit with difficulty, after 2…♔c4 3.♖c7 (3.♖b7 ♘xb7 4.c6 ♘c5 5.c7 (he loses unexpectedly after 5.a7?? ♖e8! 6.b7 ♔c3!) 5…♘xa6=; 3.♖d7 ♘c6! 4.a7 ♖a8 5.♖c7 ♔b5 6.♔b2 ♖d8 7.♔c3 ♔xc5 8.b7 ♔b6 9.a8♕ ♔xc7 10.♔c4 ♖b8 11.♔c5 ♖xb7=) 3…♔b5 4.a7 ♖a8 5.♔d2 ♘c6 6.♔e3 (6.b7 ♖xa7 7.b8♕+ ♘xb8 8.♖xa7 ♔xc5=) 6…♖d8 (6…♔xc5? 7.b7 ♖xa7 8.b8♕+–) 7.♔e4 ♔xc5 8.b7 ♔b6 9.a8♕ (9.♖c8 ♔xa7) 9…♔xc7=.

2…♘xb7

2…♖c8 3.bxa7+ ♔a4 4.♖b8+–;

2…♖a8 3.♖xa7+–.

3.bxa7 ♖h8

[image: images]

4.a8♕!

A sacrifice to gain time.

The slow 4.axb7? would be a grievous mistake – pawns are only pawns, and the white king turns out to be in danger after 4…♔c3! 5.♔d1 (5.♔b1 ♖h1+ 6.♔a2 ♖h2+ 7.♔a3 ♖h1! 8.♔a4 ♔c4 9.♔a5 ♔xc5 10.♔a4 ♔c4=) 5…♔d3 6.♔e1 ♔e3 7.♔f1 ♔f3 8.♔g1 ♖g8+! 9.♔h2 ♖h8+ 10.♔g1 ♖g8+ 11.♔f1 ♖h8=.

4…♖xa8 5.axb7 ♖h8

5…♖b8 6.c6 ♔c3 7.c7 ♖h8 8.c8♕++–, check!

6.♔d2!

White wins.

With the capture on b7, White won a tempo, so his king could get off the back rank! The sacrifices of the rook on b7 and the pawn on a8 were not in vain – other continuations do not win: 6.c6? ♔c3=; 6.♔d1? ♔c4 7.c6 ♔d3!=.


26 ***

Jeroen Piket

John Nunn

Wijk aan Zee 1990 (8)
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The motif of advancing the pawns closer to queen strikes one at first glance. And certainly, with his knight so far away, the white queen has trouble coping with the excellently-coordinated black pieces, supporting their passed pawn.

30…♕xg2!

If 30…♕b3 31.♕c3 ♕xc3+ 32.bxc3 ♘xc4 33.♗f1 ♘d6 34.f3, it will be White who plays for a win.

31.♖g1 f3 32.♘b5 ♘xb5 33.♖xg2+ fxg2

[image: images]

34.cxb5?

Now, the black bishop can support the passed pawn from f1 rather than h3, which facilitates the bringing up of additional help in the form of the h-pawn.

It was essential to play 34.♕g1! ♗h3 (34…♘d4 35.♕xg2+ ♔f7 36.f3 h5 leads to something close to a positional draw – it is hard for either side to strengthen his position) 35.cxb5 ♗xh4 36.a4 ♗g5+ 37.♔c2 ♗f4 38.b3. White simply manoeuvres his king on the squares c2-d3-c3, and Black seems not to be able to strengthen the pressure. But if White errs, and plays at some moment the move f2-f3, Black has a clear plan, involving the advance of the pawn to h4, and the transfer of his king to b7 and bishop to e7. Because of the threat of …c5-c4, followed by …♗e7-c5, White is defenceless. With the position of the king on c4, White is in zugzwang – in the event of the queen moving along the first rank, the bishop comes to h3, and his place is taken by the pawn, whilst after ♕g1-h2, there follows …♗e7-g5, and the bishop gets into White’s position via c1 or d2, onto the desired diagonal g1-a7.

34…♗xb5 35.♕g1 ♗f1 36.♕h2 ♗xh4 37.♕xh4 g1♕ 38.♕d8+ ♔g7 39.♕xc7+ ♔h6 40.♕xb6+ ♔h5 41.b4 ♗d3+ 42.♔d2 ♕xf2+

White resigned, since after 43.♔d3, there follows 43…c4+.

Additional material

Nikolac-Nunn, Dortmund 1979 – Black’s 48th move





Chapter 6

Blockading the pawn chain

It is possible to blockade not just a lone passed pawn, but a whole pawn chain. Up to now, we have seen that the most effective pieces for blockading enemy pawns are the knight and bishop, but here, the preference has to be given to the bishop. It can control the squares in front of an entire row of enemy pawns, preventing the whole chain from moving, which the knight cannot do. In blockading a pawn chain, several pieces can be used, to occupy the squares in front of the pawns. Such pieces are usually safe from attack (because they are shielded by the pawns themselves), and can perform other functions, as well as that of blockader, such as supporting their own passed pawns, attacking the enemy king, etc. The above does not by any means signify, however, that an enemy pawn chain is your best friend! One must always remember that if the opponent manages to remove the blockade, his pawn chain can develop frightful strength.


27 *

Marat Makarov

2523

Konstantin Sakaev

2649

Russia tt 2002 (3)
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The white e-pawn cannot advance, because the d4-pawn would be hanging. This means that it needs to be blockaded, so as to leave White with a bad bishop. Obviously, to do this, we need the knight. The route to e4 is obvious:

22…♘e7! 23.h4 ♘f5

The attack on the rook is extremely useful for Black, as it effectively shortens by one tempo the route to e4.

24.♖h3 ♘d6 25.h5

[image: images]

25…♗e4!

Definitely the right move, forcing the exchange of bishops. The superiority of the knight over the remaining white bishop will be overwhelming.

26.♗xe4 ♘xe4 27.♕g2 ♕d5 28.g6

This desperate attempt at counterplay does not give any chances – the advance of the pawn is not supported by the white pieces. Black reacts in the simplest possible way, keeping the position closed, which suits him.

28…fxg6 29.hxg6 h6 30.♕h1 0-0 31.♖xh6

The queen alone cannot give mate, but it was hard to recommend anything to White – Black is already prepared to break in down the c-file.

31…gxh6 32.♕xh6 ♖c7

33.0-0-0 ♘f2 34.♖g1 ♖g7 35.♗e1 ♘d3+ 36.♔d2 ♘xe1 37.♔xe1 ♕e4 38.♔f2 cxd4 39.cxd4

White resigned, without waiting for 39…♖c8.


28 *

Michael Adams

2723

Teimour Radjabov

2644

Aix-les-Bains 2003 (6)
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The position is quite non-standard, with both kings in the centre. But whilst White can castle by hand, and evacuate his king to the kingside, it is harder for Black to find a safe home for his king. This is the main thing that defines White’s advantage. With his next move, White ensures himself a static advantage.

18.c5!

Black cannot bring his bishop out to a6 and it is impossible to get his pieces out at all. This means that sooner or later, he will have to advance the d-pawn, after which his pawn structure will lose its solidity.

18…d5 19.cxd6 ♗xd6

[image: images]

20.♖hd1

Here, the rook exerts strong pressure on the open file. In open positions, such an approach is usually more effective than building pressure on some weakness or other. So this move is stronger than 20.♖hc1, for example.

20…♔e7 21.♔g1!

The most technical. The king moves to a safe zone, and Black will inevitably come under an attack.

21…♗c5 22.♗xc5+ ♕xc5+ 23.♔h1 ♕b4 24.♕e3 ♕a5 25.b3

Black is helpless, and White can take his time.

25…♗d7 26.♗c4 ♖bd8 27.♖e1 ♕b6 28.♕g3 ♖dg8 29.♕h3

Black resigned.


29 **

Leonid Stein

Lubomir Kavalek

Caracas 1970 (15)
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All of Black’s hopes of freeing his position are bound up with the advance d6-d5. White’s next few moves are directed at preventing this:

24.a5! ♘c8 25.c4! ♘e7

[image: images]

White has more space, so exchanges do not favour him:

26.♘e3! bxc4 27.bxc4 ♕c8 28.♗d2 ♘g6 29.♘d5 ♘xd5

29…♕xc4 allows the bishop and rook to join in with tempi: 30.♗b3 ♕c8 31.♖dc1! (31.♘b6 ♕b8 32.♗xe6 fxe6 allows Black still to offer resistance) 31…♕b8 32.♖ab1, with a decisive advantage.

30.cxd5 ♖f6

[image: images]

31.♕b3

Black’s queenside is defenceless, with his light-squared bishop presenting an especially poor impression.

31…♘f4 32.♖dc1 ♖g6 33.♗d1 ♕d7 34.♗g4 ♕e7 35.♘f5 ♕g5 36.♗xf4 ♕xf4 37.♕xb7

1-0


30 ***

Samuel Reshevsky

Tigran Petrosian

Zurich ct 1953 (2)
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Black’s position looks critical, as he lacks space and his pieces are uncoordinated. White threatens the break e5-e6, and also wants to play ♗g4-f3, with the threat of d4-d5. But there is a brilliant way to change the contours of the game:

25…♖e6!!

The e5-pawn is blocked, and the knight gets a path to d5 via e7.

26.a4

This is playing on the wrong flank, but even after 26.♗xe6 ♕xe6 (weaker, by analogy with the game, is 26…fxe6, because of, say, 27.♖f1 ♘e7 28.♖g3, with the intention of including the h-pawn in the attack) 27.♖g3 ♘e7 28.h4 ♘d5, Black obtains positional compensation for the exchange, although not fully adequate.

26…♘e7 27.♗xe6 fxe6 28.♕f1 ♘d5 29.♖f3 ♗d3 30.♖xd3 cxd3 31.♕xd3 b4

Sharp play could result from 31…bxa4 32.♗a3 ♕c6, or 32…♕g6.

32.cxb4 axb4 33.a5 ♖a8 34.♖a1 ♕c6 35.♗c1 ♕c7 36.a6 ♕b6 37.♗d2 b3 38.♕c4 h6

Black could also force a draw immediately: 38…b2 39.♖b1 ♕xa6 40.♕xa6 ♖xa6 41.♖xb2 ♖a4=.

39.h3 b2 40.♖b1 ♔h8 41.♗e1

Even in the case where, after the exchange of the b2- and a6-pawns, White does not lose the d4-pawn, Black’s positional compensation will be sufficient, so a draw was agreed.


31 ***

Svetozar Gligoric

Vasily Smyslov

Kiev tt 1959 (3)
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Obviously, this position arose from the popular Exchange Variation of the Grünfeld Defence. All of White’s play is directed towards the advance f4-f5, opening excellent attacking prospects for White. But Black cuts off this possibility at the roots:

15…♘a5! 16.♗d3 f5!

Virtually all the white pieces are shut in by their own f4-pawn, whilst the light-squared bishop is blocked by the f5-pawn.

17.e5

Black also has the advantage after 17.exf5 exf5 – in addition to blockading play on the light squares, he also has the e-file, which he can occupy.

17…c4!

If Black plays on the c-file, then after the exchange on d4, the white knight can occupy c3, from where it can exert pressure on d5. Black does not allow such counterchances, planning instead to create a passed pawn on the queenside.

18.♗c2 ♘c6

The knight heads to e7, from where it defends the kingside pawns, whilst at the same time being ready to jump to d5.

19.g4

White’s pieces are too cramped to organise a kingside attack. However, he has no other form of play.

19…♘e7 20.♔h2 ♕c6 21.♘g3 b5 22.a4

Now, attempting to develop activity on the queenside. Otherwise, Black plays …a7-a5 and …b5-b4.

22…a6 23.♖b1 ♖ab8 24.♗d2 bxa4

More precise is 24…♕d7, so as then to capture on a4, and defend this pawn with the move …♗b7-c6.

25.♖a1 ♗a8 26.♗xa4 ♕c7 27.♖a2 ♖b6 28.gxf5

[image: images]

28…exf5!

The correct recapture, because the white central pawns are well blockaded.

29.♗c1?

It was essential to go over to defence on the queenside, so 29.♖fa1 was significantly stronger, with the idea of transferring the bishop via a4-d1-f3, and the knight via f1 to e3.

29…♘d5 30.♘e2

Here, the knight is terribly placed, and this should have been avoided. In such positions, one must strive either to sacrifice on the kingside or to transfer the knight via g3-f1-e3, exerting pressure on the c4-pawn, and fighting for the square d5.

30…a5 31.♗c2

On 31.♗a3, Black can continue his play with 31…♖db8!, not paying any attention to 32.♗d6 ♖xd6 33.exd6 ♕xd6 – Black completely dominates.

[image: images]

31…♖b3!

Now, in addition to all White’s other troubles, the c3-pawn is hanging.

32.♗xb3

If White does not take the exchange, then after, for example, 32.♖a4, Black can quietly increase the pressure with 32…♖db8.

32…cxb3 33.♖a4

Here, the rook only comes under attack, whilst at the same time, White is unable to play c3-c4 anyway.

More tenacious, therefore, was 33.♖a1.

33…♗f8 34.♗b2

On 34.c4, there could follow 34…♕c6 35.♖xa5 ♕xc4, with extremely strong play on the light squares.

34…♘e3

Stronger was 34…♗c6 35.♖aa1 ♗b5, preparing …a5-a4, and retaining full control over the light squares.

35.♖fa1

Not 35.♕xe3, because of 35…♕c6.

35…♘c4 36.♘g3 ♗e7

[image: images]

37.♘f1?

The right idea in the wrong form. After 37.♕e2 ♗d5 38.♘f1, with the idea of ♘f1-e3, White would have obtained reasonable counterchances.

37…♕c6 38.♖xc4 ♕h1+! 39.♔g3 h5

Mate is unavoidable, so White resigned. Despite the errors, an instructive game.

Additional material

Botvinnik-Geller, Budapest 1952

Kapengut-Kholmov, USSR 1970 – White’s 20th move

Smyslov-Gligoric, Moscow 1979 – Black’s 18th move





Chapter 7

Breaking up a pawn chain

Any pawn chain has a base: the rearmost pawn in the chain, which supports all the other pawns. By eliminating the base, one can undermine the entire chain. But if you cannot get to the base and destroy it (which is often the case, as the base is located at the heart of the enemy position), the chain can be attacked in other ways. By attacking it, one can often break it into several separate pieces, and so weaken the enemy position. Breaking up pawn chains is one of the most common ideas in chess.


32 *

Isaak Boleslavsky

Salomon Flohr

Budapest ct 1950
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The black pawn group c7-c6-d6 controls a lot of squares, and would be excellent if the black pieces were more active. For example, the knight on e7 would not be bad, if Black could play …c6-c5 and …♘e7-c6. But White does not allow his opponent to stabilise the centre:

11.c5! ♘c8

On 11…dxc5, there would follow 12.♗e3, regaining the pawn with every convenience.

Black remains a pawn down with poor development, after 11…d5 12.exd5 cxd5 13.♘xd5 ♘xd5 14.♕xd5 ♗xa4 15.♕e4+.

12.♗e3

Having driven the black knight to a prospectless position, White simply completes his development, strengthening his position in the centre.

12…0-0 13.♕d2 ♕e7 14.♖ad1 ♗e8?

Taking on c5 is no threat, so moving another piece into a completely passive position puts Black on the edge of defeat.

It was essential to be patient and continue development, whilst maintaining the tension, with 14…♖b8 or 14…♖e8.

[image: images]



15.f4! f5

Black is completely unready for the opening of lines, as his pieces are passive, and he has not finished developing.

More tenacious was 15…dxc5, although here too, the undefended dark squares tell: 16.e5!? (there is also the simpler line 16.♕f2 ♗d4 17.♗xd4 cxd4 18.♖xd4, effectively keeping an extra pawn) 16…f6 17.♕d8 ♕xd8 18.♖xd8 ♗f7 19.♖xf8+ ♗xf8 20.♘e4, with a strong initiative.

16.exf5 gxf5

No better is 16…♖xf5 – for example, there could follow 17.♗c2 ♖f8 18.♖fe1.

17.♖fe1 dxc5 18.♕f2 ♘d6 19.♗xc5 ♕d8 20.♗d4

Exchanging off the main defender of Black’s dark squares is the most technical approach, although, of course, White has many ways to realise his advantage.

20…♗xd4 21.♕xd4 ♕f6 22.♗b3+ ♔h8 23.♕xf6+ ♖xf6 24.♖e7 ♖c8 25.♖de1 ♗g6 26.♖1e6

The number of weaknesses in the black position allows White to convert his advantage simply by exchanging.

26…♖xe6 27.♗xe6 ♖e8 28.♖xe8+ ♗xe8 29.♘a4 ♔g7 30.♘c5 a5 31.♔f2 ♗f7 32.♗xf7 ♔xf7 33.b3!

Now, the a5-pawn is doomed, and the knight on d6 further restricted.

33…h5 34.g3 ♔e7 35.♔e3 ♘b5 36.♘b7!

The time has come to cash in.

36…c5 37.♘xa5 ♔d6 38.♘c4+ ♔d5 39.♔d3 ♘d6 40.♘xd6 cxd6 41.a3

Black resigned.


33 *

Tigran Petrosian

Anatoly Lutikov

Tbilisi ch-URS 1959 (7)
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Black has just played 23…♕d8-e8.

24.b4!

A timely breaking-up of the enemy pawn chain, and a very strong and subtle decision by Petrosian. White notices the subtleties of the position and strikes a blow at the black queenside, where he would usually have direct play in the King’s Indian.

24…♘c8

24…cxb4 25.c5! ♖c8 (25…dxc5 26.d6) 26.c6! ♘xc6 27.dxc6 ♗xc6 28.♕b3[image: images]; 24…bxc4 25.bxc5![image: images].

25.bxc5 dxc5 26.cxb5 ♘xb5

He loses immediately after 26…♗xb5? 27.♕xc5 ♕d7 28.♘ec4 f5 29.gxf5 gxf5 30.♘xe5+–.

27.♗xb5?!

More precise is 27.♕xc5! ♘d4, which gives Black certain counterplay, but after 28.♗xa6 ♖b2 29.♘ec4! ♖c2 30.0-0, White has a decisive advantage: 30…f5 31.♗xc8 ♗xc8 32.a6 fxg4 33.a7 ♘e2+ 34.♔h2 ♖c3 35.♖a3, and Black does not manage to get at the white king.

27…♖xb5

The other continuation is 27…♗xb5?! 28.♕xc5 f6 29.♘ec4 ♖f7 30.0-0 g5 31.♗g3 ♗f8 32.♕e3 ♖c7 33.♖fc1 ♗c5 34.♕f3 ♕e7, which gives Black little compensation for the pawn.

28.0-0 f5 29.f3

[image: images]

29…♖f7?

A useless move. Black had to begin with 29…h5! 30.♘b3 ♗h6 31.♕c3 ♘d6, and here things are not so clear.

30.♘dc4 ♖b4

Now, 30…h5? is too late: 31.exf5 gxf5 32.gxf5 ♖b4 33.♗e1[image: images].

31.♗e1! ♖b7 32.♗c3 h5 33.gxf5 gxf5 34.exf5 e4 35.♔h2+–

White also wins with 35.fxe4 ♗xc3 36.♕xc3+ ♖g7+ 37.♔h2 ♕xe4 38.f6 ♖f7 39.♘e5+–.

35…exf3 36.♖xf3 ♗d4 37.♕d3 ♗f6 38.♖g1 ♔h7 39.♗xf6 ♖xf6 40.♕c3 ♕f8 41.♖g6 ♖f7 42.♖g5

1-0


34 **

Artur Jussupow

2630

Alexander Beliavsky

2690

Frankfurt rapid 1998 (1)
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It would appear that the position is roughly equal: the pawns are equal, and the opposite-coloured bishops enhance the drawing tendencies. But these considerations would only be true if queens were not on the board. All the while they are, the possibility exists of a powerful attack on the white king.

28…g5!

Black finds a way to break up White’s pawn chain and get at the white king.

29.♗b1?!

White will not manage to get his attack on the enemy king going.

It was essential to switch to defence with 29.♔f3 gxf4 30.exf4, although here too, Black has a serious initiative after 30…♕d4 31.♕d2 ♗c5.

29…gxf4+ 30.exf4

[image: images]

30…♕d4!

Now, the black bishop will join in and White’s position is hardly defensible.

31.♕c2 ♗c5 32.♕h7+ ♔f8 33.♕xh6+ ♔e8! 34.♕h8+ ♔d7 35.♕a8 ♕f2+ 36.♔h3 ♕f3+ 37.♔h4 ♗e7+ 38.g5 ♕xf4+ 39.♔h3 ♕f1+ 40.♔g3 ♕xb1 41.♕b7+ ♔e8 42.♕c8+ ♗d8 43.h4 ♕d3+ 44.♔g4 ♕c4+ 45.♕xc4 dxc4 46.h5 ♔f8

White resigned.


35 **

Alexander Khalifman

2655

Friso Nijboer

2605

Groningen 1997 (2)
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If White plays 26.a3, Black gets control of the a-file, whilst after 26.b5, Black gets the c5-square. Exploiting the more active position of his pieces, White found a way to break up the black pawn chain:

26.c5! axb4 27.cxd6 c5

Even worse is 27…cxd6 28.♖c7 ♖ad8 29.♖xe6 ♖xe6 30.♗d5 ♔f7 31.♕e2+–.

28.♖xe6 ♖xe6 29.♗d5 ♖ae8 30.♕b3 ♔f7 31.♖e1

[image: images]

31…♕a3

After 31…♘f8 32.d7 ♘xd7 33.♖xe6 ♖xe6 34.♗xe6+ ♔e7 35.♗g8, Black loses his kingside pawns.

32.♖xe6 ♕xb3 33.♖e7+ ♔f8 34.♖f7+ ♔g8 35.♗xb3 b5 36.♖xd7+ c4 37.♖e7 ♔f8 38.♖xe8+ ♔xe8 39.♗c2 ♔d7 40.f3 ♔xd6 41.♔f2

Black resigned.


36 **

Tigran Petrosian

Lev Psakhis

Las Palmas izt 1982 (5)
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The Hedgehog is a solid structure, but in this case, Black has played it poorly, and is also behind in development. The white pieces are eyeing up the queenside, and it is there that he begins successful active operations:

12.a4!

White prepares to knock out one of the Hedgehog’s ‘spikes’ and then bring his knight to the a5-square, a plan that is typical in such positions, especially if the black knight has committed itself to d7 early.

12…♗g7 13.a5 0-0

On 13…bxa5, there of course follows 14.♘b3!.

14.axb6 ♘xb6 15.♘b3! ♖a7 16.♗f4

To defend d6, Black has to allow another weakening of his pawn structure.

16…e5

No better is 16…♘c8 17.c5!.

17.♗e3 ♗c8 18.♘a5 ♖a8

Bad is 18…♖d7 19.b4!, with the threat of b4-b5.

[image: images]

19.♕d3

It was possible to realise the advantage in more decisive fashion: 19.c5! dxc5 20.♗xc5 ♖e8 21.♗d6 ♕a7 22.♘c6 ♕b7 23.♘xe5, not only winning material, but also continuing to dominate in the centre.

19…♗e6 20.b3 ♘c8 21.h3

This prophylaxis is aimed at dealing with the instability of the ♗e3, and stopping it being attacked by …♘f6-g4.

21…h5

With all the prophylactic moves made, and the pieces on ideal squares, it is time!

22.b4! ♕c7 23.♘d5

It was also possible to secure a decisive advantage, thanks to the passed c-pawn, by means of the energetic 23.c5! dxc5 24.bxc5 ♘e7 25.♕d6 ♖fc8 26.♕xc7 ♖xc7 27.♘d5+–.

23…♘xd5 24.cxd5 ♗d7 25.♖dc1 ♕b8 26.♘c6 ♕b7 27.♗f1 f5 28.♕xa6!

White forces transition into a winning endgame, demonstrating the same calm, technical manner of realisation.

28…♖xa6 29.♗xa6 ♗xc6 30.♗xb7 ♗xb7 31.♖c7 ♖f7 32.♖ac1 ♗a6 33.b5 ♗xb5 34.♖xc8+ ♔h7

And Black resigned.


37 **

Lajos Portisch

2635

Ulf Andersson

2565

Milan 1975 (6)
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Black has no weaknesses, and his compact pieces defend each other, in addition to their king.

21…b5!

A good attempt to fight for the initiative, without at the same time taking on any special risk.

It was also possible to offer the exchange of queens with 21…♕b8 – even if White avoids this, Black can comfortably play …b6-b5.

22.cxb5

This move represents a positional concession, as the structure changes in Black’s favour. Admittedly, White does manage to keep active pieces.

The way to equalise was not simple, and contained within itself the risk of a miscalculation: 22.♘e4! bxc4 23.♖c1!. Taking on c4 with the pawn, creating a new pawn island, is obviously undesirable, and Black could easily end up with the more pleasant position. 23…♖c7 24.♘e5!, with the idea of taking on c4 with a piece, equalises.

22…axb5 23.b4

White does not want Black to play …b5-b4. In this case, White would have to play ♘c3-a4, and Black would get an outpost on d5 for his knight.

23…♕a6 24.a3 ♘b6 25.♘e5 ♖c8 26.♖d3

It was possible to maintain the tension with 26.♘e4!, and after 26…♘bd5 27.♕f3 h6!, we reach a position of dynamic equality.

[image: images]

26…♗f8!

In this way, Black defends the f7-pawn.

27.g4 ♘bd5

It looks stronger to exchange the active knight by 27…♘c4! 28.♘xc4 ♖xc4 29.♘e4 ♘d5, with the advantage.

28.♘xd5 ♘xd5 29.♕d4?

A blunder. He had to play 29.♕e4, retaining sufficient counterplay for equality, thanks to his active pieces.

29…f6 30.♖h3

30.♘f3 ♖c4–+.

30…fxe5 31.♕xe5 ♖f7 32.♕h5 h6 33.♖g3 ♖c2 34.♗d4 ♘f4 35.♕e5 ♕d6 36.♕e4 ♖c4

White resigned.


38 **

Evgeny Bareev

2665

Peter Svidler

2640

Elista ch-RUS 1997 (6)
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The magnificently-posted knight on c4 prevents Black playing …b7-b6 or …b7-b5, so White’s advantage is indisputable.

25.b4!

A technical decision. The position of the ♗d4 is undermined, and the pawn on b7 becomes backward.

Of course, 25.f5 was also possible, but White did not wish to weaken his kingside dark squares further (already weakened by h2-h3).

25…f5

Black’s only means of getting activity.

26.bxc5

He wins by 26.e5! dxe5 27.bxc5 ♕xd5 28.♘xe5 – thanks to the deadly pin, Black loses a bishop. But White did not want to switch from positional play to tactical play, which is a pragmatic decision. If Black managed to find a way to save the bishop, White’s advantage would have disappeared.

26…dxc5 27.♘b6

27.d6 fxe4 28.♖xe4 also retains a large advantage.

27…♕b5

27…fxe4 28.♕xd4 ♕xh3+ 29.gxh3 cxd4 30.d6!+– – the passed pawn marches to d7, whilst the black pawns, unsupported by pieces, are going nowhere.

28.♕xb5 axb5 29.e5 ♔f7 30.g3

Also good is 30.♖b1 b4 31.♖fd1[image: images], with the idea of taking on b4 or d4.

30…♖a8?

Losing at once.

More tenacious was 30…b4, but after, for example, 31.♖f3[image: images], White can put his rook on d3 and bring his king to f3, when, in time, the central passed pawns should decide the game in White’s favour.

31.e6+ ♔e7 32.d6+ ♔xd6 33.e7 ♖fe8 34.♘xa8 ♖xe7 35.♖xe7 ♔xe7 36.♖b1! b4 37.♔g2 ♔d6 38.♔f3 ♔c6 39.♔e2

1-0


39 ***

Konstantin Sakaev

2672

Alexey Fedorov

2602

Warsaw Ech 2005 (7)
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As a rule, White’s plan in such positions is to maintain firm control of e4, and play on the b-file. But in this case, White exploits the lack of coordination between the black pieces, and lands the blow.

17.f4!!

An academic positional decision, which would keep the advantage, was 17.♘d2 – this meets the aims indicated above, and keeps in reserve the typical manoeuvre ♗e2-d1-a4.

17…exf4 18.e5!

Because of the lack of piece support, the black pawns are not going anywhere, whilst White’s passed pawns spring into motion.

18…dxe5 19.♘xc5 ♕d6 20.♘b3

This retreat square was chosen so the knight does not get hit with tempo.

20.♘d3 e4 (bad is 20…f3 21.gxf3 ♕f6

Prophylaxis

22.♔h1! – and Black cannot get any benefits out of ‘his’ flank) 21.c5 ♕f6 22.♘xf4 ♕e5 gives Black practical hopes of muddying the waters, although his position is bad here too.

20…e4 21.c5 ♕e5

[image: images]

22.♕a4!

Taking the fourth rank under control, and also the c6-square – a threat arises of d5-d6.

22…♘f6 23.♕d4!

With the exchange of queens, White kills his opponent’s last hopes of opening lines and creating threats against the white king.

23…♘d7 24.c6

A simpler win was 24.♗b5, taking control of the c6-square, and creating the threat d5-d6.

24…♕xd4+ 25.♘xd4 ♘e5 26.c7 ♗d7 27.♗b5!

One of the blockaders of the passed pawn can simply be exchanged, and this possibility should be seized.

27…♗xb5 28.♖xb5 a6 29.♖b6 ♘c8 30.♖e6 ♘d3 31.♖b1 ♖a7 32.d6 ♘xd6 33.♖xd6 ♖xc7 34.♘d5

The white knights occupy dominating positions, quickly organising a mating attack.

34…♖c4 35.♘e6 ♖a8 36.♖d7

1-0


40 ***

Garry Kasparov

2785

Zbynek Hracek

2625

Yerevan ol 1996 (7)
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The white king is securely placed, whilst Black’s is in the centre. White needs to get at the latter, so…

17.g4!

The strongest and most energetic, not losing a single tempo!

It was also possible to play in a more positional style, avoiding sacrifices, with 17.h3 ♕b6 18.♕d3, followed by g2-g4.

17…fxg4 18.f5! ♖g8

18…exf5 19.e6 ♖g8 20.exf7+ ♔xf7 21.♗g2, with a strong attack.

18…♕c7 19.fxe6 ♗xe6 (19…fxe6 20.♘f6+ ♔d8 21.♘xd5 exd5 22.♕xd5+ ♔e8 23.♗c4 ♖f8 24.♖hf1+–) 20.♘g7+ ♔d7 21.♘xe6 fxe6 22.♕xg4 ♕c6 23.♗h3, with the initiative.

19.♘f6+! ♗xf6 20.exf6 ♕d6 21.♗g2

Now, the threat of a sacrifice on d5 hangs over Black.

21…♖g5

On 21…♗b7, the strongest is 22.♖hf1!, with the threat to take on e6.

The only hope was 21…♖b5! 22.♖he1 ♔d8! – here, Black can again put up some sort of defence.

[image: images]

22.♗xd5!

The attack on the central files decides.

22…♗d7 23.♖he1! h6

23…♖xf5 24.♗xe6 ♕xd4 25.♗xf5++–.

24.fxe6 fxe6 25.♕a7

Black resigned.


41 ***

Joel Benjamin

2580

Vadim Zviagintsev

2635

Groningen 1997 (1)
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In such positions, Black’s main task is to play …d6-d5 in a favourable form, sometimes at the cost of a sacrifice. White’s task is to prevent this, and retain the maximum control over the key squares. Now, if he allows g4-g5, the knight will have to retreat to a passive position, from where it will not take part in the fight for the central squares. Black’s decision is typical, striking and very strong, all at the same time:

14…h5!

14…h6 was also possible, but does not solve the overall problem – after all, White can just in time play h2-h4, and then g4-g5.

15.g5

On 15.h3, there follows 15…hxg4 16.hxg4 ♘h7!, with the idea of …♗e7-g5, ensuring a splendid blockade on the dark squares.

15…♘g4 16.♗xg4 ♗xg5!

Even if there had not been this zwischenzug, Black would have obtained good play by just taking on g4. But the text, of course, is even stronger.

17.♖e1 hxg4 18.♔h1

[image: images]

18…g6

White has no light-squared bishop, so here the break 18…d5! was especially strong: 19.♗c5 ♗e7 20.♘xd5 ♘xd5 21.♕xd5 ♗xc5 22.♘xc5 ♗xf5 (also good is 22…♗c6[image: images]) 23.♕xd8 ♖fxd8 24.♘xb7 ♖d7 25.exf5 ♖xb7 leaves Black good winning chances.

19.♕xg4!

White seizes his fleeting chance and forces perpetual check.

19.♗xg5 ♕xg5 20.♖g1 gxf5 21.♕xd6 ♘xc2 22.♕xd7 ♘xa1 23.♘xa1 ♖fd8 24.♕xf5 ♕xf5 25.exf5 ♖c4 26.♘c2 ♖d3 leads to Black’s advantage.

19…♗xe3 20.♖xe3 ♘xc2 21.♖g3 ♖xc3

Nothing was changed by 21…♘xa1 22.♕h5 ♗e8 23.fxg6 fxg6 24.♖xg6+.

22.bxc3 ♘xa1 23.♕h5 ♗e8 24.fxg6 fxg6 25.♖xg6+ ♗xg6 26.♕xg6+

Draw.


42 ***

Magnus Carlsen

2772

Dmitry Jakovenko

2742

Nanjing 2009 (10)
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White has more space and a small lead in development. His plan is clear: to advance his f-pawn, for which purpose his knight will come to g5 or h4, depending on the situation. What should Black do in his turn? It is logical either to blockade the white pawn chain or to break it up. All problems are solved by the surprising break:

15…f6!

White cannot exploit the Q v R opposition on the e-file, nor support his e5-pawn with the f-pawn. On his next move, Black wants to play …♘e7-g6, putting further pressure on the e5-pawn. Now, White is not able to move the ♘f3 anywhere, and sooner or later he will have to exchange on f6. In this case, he will lose his entire space advantage, the manoeuvrability of his knight and his advantage – the game will be roughly equal.

Instead, in the game, there followed 15…♖fe8, which allowed White to carry out his plan: 16.♘h4 ♘g6 17.♘xg6 ♕xg6 18.♕d2 ♘f8 19.f4 ♕f5 20.♘d1 f6 21.♘e3 ♕d7 22.♕d3 fxe5 23.dxe5 ♘e6 24.f5 ♘c5 25.♕d4 ♘e4 26.♘xd5 ♕xd5 (more tenacious was 26…♘c5, after which there could have followed 27.f6 ♖ed8 28.f7+ ♔f8 29.e6 ♘xe6 30.♕e4 ♕xd5 31.♕xh7, with a decisive attack) 27.♕xe4, and White realised his extra pawn.

The break 15…c5 is not bad, but does not fully resolve all the problems, after, for example, 16.♘b5 (the endgame possible after 16.♘g5 ♕g6 17.♕xg6 fxg6 looks fully defensible, whilst after 18.♘b5, with the idea of penetrating Black’s camp with the knights, there follows 18…♖fc8!, bringing the rook to c6) 16…♕g6 17.♕d2, and White has the better game.

If Black tries to organise a blockade with 15…f5, it turns out that the queen on e6 is a poor blockader. White can underline this by 16.♘e2!, bringing the knight to f4. Black cannot stop this, since after 16…♘g6, there follows 17.h4!, with the idea of h4-h5.

Additional material

Svidler-Timofeev, Moscow 2004 – Black’s 25th move

Gulko-Karpov, Reykjavik 1991 – Black’s 18th move

Notkin-Malisauskas, Minsk 1997 – White’s 18th move

Makagonov-Boleslavsky, Moscow 1944 – Black’s 27th move

Hübner-Kasparov, Tilburg 1981 – Black’s 23rd move

Timman-Petrosian, Las Palmas 1982 – Black’s 13th move





Chapter 8

Backward pawns

A backward pawn is one whose neighbouring pawns on the two adjacent files have moved ahead of it, and which itself cannot move forward, because the opponent’s pieces are blockading it or the square is under attack. A backward pawn is a serious static weakness, and so it is a rarity in games involving strong players. But of course there are exceptions, although they are usually associated with the obtaining of some other, compensating advantage, such as the bishop pair or active pieces. Having been landed with such a weakness in one’s own camp, one must strive to exchange it or advance it, to correct the pawn structure. And when playing against such a pawn, conversely, one need not especially strive to win it, but just to blockade it, and not allow its advance or exchange. Having to defend such a pawn can be highly unpleasant for the defender.


43 *

Vasily Smyslov

Arnold Denker

Moscow tt 1946 (1)
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The d6-pawn is Black’s main problem. But to press on it conveniently, White needs to secure some space on the light squares, and this task is achieved by…

25.♗d5!

With the exchange of light-squared bishops, Black loses his last hopes of counterplay. White can put his rooks on d3 and d1, and Black can no longer hassle them with a bishop from f5 or g4. In another situation, Black could try to activate his position a little with …b6-b5, but in this position, such a break is impossible.

25…♔h7 26.♗xe6 ♕xe6 27.♖d3 ♖c7 28.♖cd1 ♖f7 29.♘e4 ♗f8 30.♖d5 ♕g4 31.♖1d3

White gradually seizes space for his pieces – the rook on d5 assists the advance of the a-pawn, if White wishes.

31…♗e7

[image: images]

32.♘xd6!

This wins at once, so White is able to dispense with further manoeuvring and strengthening of his position. But now imagine that the d6-pawn was defended. In this case, White can strengthen his position with the moves ♔g1-g2 and a2-a4. Later, depending on circumstances, he can play a4-a5, or advance the h-pawn with h2-h4, further restricting the black bishop, and creating the potential threat of h4-h5.

32…♗xd6 33.♖xd6 ♖df8 34.♕xe5 ♖xf2 35.♖d7+ ♖8f7 36.♖xf7+ ♖xf7 37.♖d8 ♖g7 38.♕e8 g5 39.♕h8+ ♔g6 40.♖d6+ ♔f7 41.♕xh6 ♕f5 42.♖d1 ♕c5+ 43.♔g2 ♕e7 44.♖f1+ ♔g8 45.♕f6 ♕e8 46.♕f5 g4 47.♖f2 ♕e7 48.♕d3 ♖g5 49.♖e2 ♕f8 50.♕e4 ♖g7 51.♕d5+ ♕f7 52.♖e6

1-0


44 **

Isaak Boleslavsky

Salomon Flohr

Budapest ct 1950
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Because of the backward pawn on c7, White has the advantage. However, if Black can play …♘d8-e6, his position will already not be so bad – in the first place, there is the idea of …c7-c5. To stop this freeing break, White can play b2-b4, but this move restricts his own bishop, and he does not wish to do this unless absolutely necessary. Therefore, while he has the chance, White carries out a favourable exchange of dark-squared bishops:

17.♗g5! ♗xg5 18.♘xg5 c6 19.♖ac1 ♖c8

[image: images]

20.♕d3!

White forces …g7-g6, because simple variations show the benefits of weakening the square f6.

20…g6 21.♕a3 ♘e6

Not 21…h6, because of 22.♘h7! – here, we see the weakness of f6.

22.♘xe6 fxe6 23.♕xa6

[image: images]

White has won a pawn without any compensation, and the rest is technique.

23…♕f7 24.♖f1 ♖a8 25.♕xc6 ♖xa2 26.♕xb5 ♕a7 27.♕b4 ♖a6 28.♖c5 ♖b6 29.♕c3 ♖f7 30.b4 ♖a6 31.b5 ♖a2 32.♖c6 ♕e7 33.b6 ♕b7 34.♖xe6 ♕a6 35.♕e3 ♔g7 36.♖f6 ♖b7 37.♖b1

Black resigned.


45 **

Anatoly Karpov

John van der Wiel

Tilburg 1988 (2)
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White’s task is to prevent the freeing move …c6-c5. The white knight aims to control the c5-square, at the same time freeing up f3 for his bishop, from where it can successfully attack the enemy weakness:

19.♘d2! a4?

A mistake, after which White also obtains the b4-square, which makes it even easier to control a whole complex of dark squares.

He should have chosen 19…♗e7, and then …♖d8-c8.

20.♗f3 ♖a6 21.♘e4 ♗e7 22.a3 ♖a7

[image: images]

23.♗b4! ♗xb4 24.axb4 ♘b6 25.♘c5 ♗a8 26.♖a1!

One weakness on c6 may not be enough to win, and so White intends to open a second front – by playing b2-b3, he gets the open a-file to enter with his rooks. If this plan had not been available, White would have advanced his kingside pawns to seize space, and combine threats on that flank with pressure on c6.

26…♔f8 27.♔f1 ♘d7 28.♘d3

White has more space, and therefore he refrains from exchanges that do not bring him any concrete benefits.

28…♔e7 29.♖a3 ♘b6 30.♔e1 ♖c8 31.b3 ♖cc7 32.♖da1 ♗b7 33.♗d1 ♗c8 34.bxa4 bxa4 35.♗xa4 f6 36.♗b3 ♖xa3 37.♖xa3 g5 38.♔d2 ♔d6 39.♖a5 ♖e7 40.♘c5 f5 41.♘d3 ♘d5 42.f3 ♖b7 43.♗xd5 exd5 44.♖a8

1-0

Additional material

Kasparov-Dolmatov, Minsk 1979





Chapter 9

Doubled pawns

Doubled pawns are when we have two pawns of the same colour on one file. We will be looking at cases where such pawns are isolated from the rest of their pawns, otherwise we would speak of a ‘pawn mass’. Like backward pawns, doubled pawns are a static weakness that is hard to defend. Their positive side can occasionally be seen, when they create an open file, along which pressure can be exerted. Doubled pawns can also be useful in defence in the endgame, because they can make it hard for the opponent to create a passed pawn – if one of the doubled pawns is removed, the other still remains. In other cases, such pawns are only good if one of them is an extra pawn. One also occasionally sees practical cases of tripled pawns, but this is a great rarity.


46 *

Alexander Beliavsky

2690

Konstantin Sakaev

2620

Yugoslavia tt 1998 (3)
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If Black simply moves the knight away somewhere, then after taking on a5, White will not only gain the two bishops, but also retain a potentially strong pair of central pawns, which will later threaten to advance.

11…♘d3+!

For a minimum material cost, Black obtains serious positional pluses. The doubled pawns are securely blockaded, and only control squares in their own camp, which stops them being dangerous.

12.♕xd3 ♕xd3 13.exd3 ♗c7

Also possible is 13…♗b6 14.♗b2 ♘d5 15.♘e5 f6 16.♘c4 ♗d7 17.♘e3 ♗c6, with equality, but the retreat to c7 is somewhat better – here, the bishop can be exchanged only for its opposite number, and not for the knight.

14.♗b2 ♗d7 15.♗e5 ♖ac8 16.0-0 ♗c6 17.d4 ♘d5 18.♖fc1 f6 19.♗xc7 ♖xc7

Black solidly controls all the squares in the centre, and despite his extra pawn, White has no advantage.

20.♘e1 ♖fc8 21.♘d3 b6 22.♖e1 ♔f7 23.♖ac1

[image: images]

23…g5!

Black seizes space and deprives the enemy knight of the f4-square.

24.♗h3 ♗d7 25.♖xc7 ♖xc7 26.♖c1 ♗b5

It was possible just to bring the king to the centre with 26…♔e7, with equality.

27.♖xc7+ ♘xc7 28.♘e1 ♗c4 29.♗f1 ♗b3 30.f3 ♘d5 31.♔f2 ♘e7 32.♗d3 h6 33.♗e4 ♘c8 34.♗c2 ♗d5 35.♗d3 ♘d6 36.♘c2 f5 37.♘e3 ♔f6 38.♔e2

Nothing is obtained by 38.♘xd5+ exd5 39.a4 f4 – White has nowhere to break through.

38…♗b3 39.♘d1 ♗d5 40.♘c3 ♗c6 41.♔e3 ♗d5 42.♗a6?

A mistake, after which the advantage passes to Black.

42…♗c4! 43.♗xc4

Playing 43.b5 is risky – in time, Black can bring his king to c7, freeing the knight from guarding the bishop at a6.

43…♘xc4+ 44.♔d3 ♘xa3 45.d5 exd5 46.♘xd5+ ♔e5 47.♘c3 f4 48.g4 b5

Nothing is offered by the direct 48…a5 49.b5 ♔d6 50.♔d4.

He could keep the advantage with the unusual 48…♔d6!, ensuring the creation of an outside passed pawn. Then, White cannot go after the queenside pawns, and the variation 49.♘e4+ ♔c6 50.♘f6 a5 51.bxa5 bxa5 52.♘g8 ♔d5 53.♘xh6 ♘c4 54.♘f7 ♘e5+ 55.♘xe5 ♔xe5 favours Black.

49.♘e2?!

Standing passively could lead White into trouble, although the path to equality was far from obvious: 49.h3! a6 50.♘e4 ♘c4 51.♔c3 followed by d2-d4, taking the square e5 from the black knight.

49…♘c4 50.♘c3 ♘d6 51.♘e2 ♘c4 52.♘c3 ♘d6 53.♘e2 a6 54.♘c3 ♘c4 55.♘e4 ♔d5?

Black dithers, when 55…a5! 56.bxa5 ♘xa5 would have permitted him to count on winning.

56.♘f6+ ♔e6 57.♘e8 ♔d7 58.♘f6+ ♔e6 59.♘e8 ♔d7 60.♘f6+ ♔e6

Draw.


47 *

Ivan Sokolov

2669

Wang Hao

2696

Sarajevo 2009 (9)
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Black’s main problem is his restricted light-squared bishop. If he is given time, White will play ♖f1-f3, and after the queen moves away, the move g2-g4 follows, further restricting Black’s bishop and preparing f4-f5. One can also not rule out the break f4-f5 without the preparatory g2-g4, aiming for an attack on the f-file. Therefore, Black decided on the radical…

20…♗f5!

It was important to realise that after the opening of the g-file, Black has the resource …♖e8-e6-g6, liquidating the threat of an attack. At the same time, the weakness of the f5-pawn is balanced by that of e3.

21.♘xf5 ♘xf5 22.♖f3 ♕h4 23.♗xf5 gxf5 24.♔h2 ♖e6

Black has no problems at all. The minor pieces with which White might have been able to exploit the f5-pawn have all been exchanged, and Black has substantial pressure on the e- and g-files. Only White has to worry about maintaining the balance, which in the game he was unable to do:

25.♖g1 ♖g6 26.♕c2 ♕f6 27.♖d1 ♖e8 28.♕f2 ♕e7 29.♖d4 h5 30.a4 ♔f8 31.♖d1 ♕f6 32.b5 ♖e4 33.bxa6 bxa6 34.♖b1 ♖xa4 35.♖b8+ ♔g7 36.♖g3 ♖e4 37.♖xg6+ fxg6 38.♕a2 ♖xe3 39.♕xa6 ♕d4 40.♖b1 ♕xf4+

White resigned.


48 ***

Vladimir Simagin

Paul Keres

Moscow 1963 (5)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 a6 4.♗a4 ♘f6 5.0-0 d6 6.♗xc6+

Doubling Black’s c-pawns. Of course, as part of a general pawn mass, the weakness of such pawns is not felt, but later these pawns can become an object of attack.

6…bxc6 7.d4 exd4 8.♕xd4

In the previous century, in the heat of development of chess ideas, this position was quite popular. White (with loss of tempo!) has given Black the two bishops, but has seized more space in the centre, and has the greater freedom for his pieces.

8…♗e7

[image: images]

9.e5

A move that later became typical in such positions. On the one hand, it breaks up Black’s pawn mass and leaves his doubled c-pawns isolated, and on the other, it gives his bishops greater freedom. Only the subsequent battle will reveal which of these factors is the more important.

Another possibility is to continue quiet development by 9.♘c3 0-0 10.♖e1 ♗g4 11.♕d3 ♘d7, which leads to interesting play with mutual chances.

9…c5 10.♕d3 dxe5 11.♕xd8+ ♗xd8 12.♘xe5 ♗e7

Black’s last move was not compulsory, but after 12…0-0 13.♘c6!, White deprives Black of his main trump, his bishop pair. Then, 13…♘d5 14.♘xd8 ♖xd8 leaves Black’s queenside pawns in ruins, but he does have some development advantage, as a result of which he is able to maintain the balance. 15.c4!, since with opposite-coloured bishops, it is especially useful to fix the weaknesses. Later, this pawn will become easy prey (less good are both 15.♘d2 ♘b4 16.c3 ♘c2 17.♖b1 ♗f5, and Black seizes the initiative, and 15.c3 ♗f5 16.♘a3 ♗d3 17.♖e1 c4!) 15…♘b4. This position was reached in a game Polzin-Sobodjan, Germany Bundesliga 1995/96. Now, White could happily play 16.♘c3 (in the source game, White banished his own knight into the corner, and after 16.♘a3?! ♘d3 17.b3 ♗g4 18.f3 ♗f5∞ he even lost) 16…♘c2 17.♖b1 ♗f5 18.b3! – White, despite the activity of the black pieces, has the better chances.

13.♖e1 ♗e6

Another tempting possibility was 13…0-0. Then, 14.♗g5 (White is promised nothing by either 14.♘c6 ♗d6 15.♘e7+ ♗xe7 16.♖xe7 ♘d5 17.♖e5 ♗b7 18.♗d2 ♖fe8= or 14.♘g6?! hxg6 15.♖xe7 ♗f5 16.♖xc7 ♖fe8 17.♗e3 ♘d5 18.♖xc5 ♘xe3 19.fxe3 ♖xe3!?, with mutual play) 14…♗e6 15.♘d2! (it was also worth considering 15.♘c3!?, going into the main game) 15…♖fe8 (15…h6?! 16.♘g6!) 16.h3!? h6 17.♗h4 ♖ad8 18.♘df3 g5 19.♗g3 ♗d5 20.♖ad1 ♔g7 (20…♗d6 21.h4!) 21.c4![image: images] ♗b7 22.♖xd8! ♖xd8 (22…♗xd8 23.♘d3[image: images]) 23.♘c6! ♗xc6 24.♖xe7, with an advantage for White in the endgame, Kasparov-Short, London Wch match 1993.

14.♘c3 0-0 15.♗g5

[image: images]

15…h6?

A serious mistake, which costs Back his main trump, his bishop pair.

The correct plan was to defend the ♗e7 in advance. After 15…♖fe8!, White can land his opponent with another pair of doubled pawns on the other flank with 16.♘c6 ♗d6 17.♗xf6 gxf6 18.♘e4 ♔g7 19.♖ad1 ♗f8!. Black has many weaknesses, but he has the bishop pair, and so White’s advantage is minimal.

16.♘g6!

A strong move. Black was probably counting on a move such as 16.♗h4 g5 17.♗g3 ♘h5, exchanging the ♗g3 for the knight. But he missed a tactical nuance in the position, namely that after the advance of the h-pawn, the square g6 is weakened.

16…fxg6 17.♖xe6 ♔f7

17…hxg5 18.♖xe7+–.

18.♖ae1

It turns out that not only has White eliminated his opponent’s bishop pair, but he is also developing his pieces with tempo.

18…♖fe8

[image: images]

19.♗xf6

It was also worth considering keeping the bishops on the board. A bishop is usually stronger than a knight in the endgame, especially with play on both flanks, hence he should have played 19.♗c1!?. But White decided that the black queenside weaknesses were sufficient for victory, and wanted to force a transition into a favourable ending.

19…♗xf6 20.♖xe8 ♖xe8 21.♖xe8 ♔xe8 22.♘d1 ♔d7 23.♔f1

White has a large advantage in the ending. This example is also a good one for the theme of Knight v Bishop.

23…♔c6 24.♔e2 ♗e5 25.h3 ♔d5 26.♘e3+ ♔e4 27.c3 h5?

Because of his weaknesses, here the traditional rule of putting one’s pawns on the opposite colour to one’s bishop does not apply. Correct was 27…g5! – in this case, the bishop loses some mobility, but it can defend its pawns: 28.♘c4 ♗f6 29.♘d2+ ♔d5 30.♔d3 ♗e5 31.♘c4 ♗f4 32.g3 ♗d6 33.b3 (33.♘xd6 cxd6 34.c4+ ♔e5=; 33.♘e3+ ♔e5) 33…♔e6 34.♔e4 ♗e7 35.♘a5 ♗f6 36.♔d3 ♔d5 – Black is holding.

28.♘c4 ♗f4 29.g3 ♗g5

[image: images]

30.f3+

Securing a central post for the knight.

But stronger was 30.f4!, with the idea of fixing the g6-pawn on a square where the bishop cannot defend it. With two weaknesses – on the queenside and the kingside – Black is tied down. Here is a sample variation: 30…♗e7 31.h4! ♗f6 32.♘d2+ ♔d5 33.♔d3 ♗e7 34.♘c4 ♗f6 35.♘e3+ ♔e6 36.♔e4 ♗e7 37.♘c4 ♗d6 38.♘e5 ♔f6 39.♘d7+ ♔e6 40.♘b8 a5 41.a4+–.

30…♔d5 31.♔d3 ♗e7 32.♘e3 ♔e6 33.♔e4

33.♔c4 h4! 34.g4 ♔e5⇆ would be too slow.

33…g5 34.♘c4 g6

This is now necessary, as the white knight cannot be allowed into c6, and the only way to prevent that is with the king on d6. That means that the pawn has to stop the other penetration via f5.

35.g4!

Not falling for 35.♘e5 ♗d6 36.♘xg6? ♔f6, and the bishop is lost.

35…hxg4

A) 35…h4? 36.♘e5 ♗d6 37.♘c6+–;

B) 35…♗f6 36.♘a5 ♔d6 37.gxh5 gxh5 38.♔f5+–.

36.fxg4 ♗f6 37.a3 ♗e7 38.a4 ♗f6 39.♘d2 ♗e7 40.♘f3 ♗f6 41.♘d2 ♔d6 42.♘c4+ ♔e6 43.♘a5 ♔d6 44.♔d3 ♔d5 45.♘c4 c6?

This is an unnecessary weakening. More tenacious was 45…♗e7, after which there is the following winning plan: 46.a5! (advancing the future queen as far as possible) 46…♗d6 47.♘e3+ ♔e5 48.♔c4 ♔e4 (48…♔f4 49.♘f1 ♔f3 50.♘d2+ ♔g2 51.♘e4 ♔xh3 52.♘xd6 cxd6 53.b4+–) 49.♘f1 ♗f4 50.b4 cxb4 51.cxb4. The passed a-pawn queens. After 51…♔f3 52.b5 axb5+ 53.♔xb5 ♔f2 54.a6, Black loses by one tempo, in accordance with the old saying!

46.♘b6+ ♔d6 47.a5 ♗d8 48.♔c4 ♗c7 49.♘a4 ♗xa5 50.♘xc5 ♗b6 51.♘xa6

White wins the key pawn, and the rest is simple.

51…♗e3 52.♘b4 ♗c1 53.b3 ♗f4 54.♘c2 ♗e5 55.♘d4 ♗f6 56.b4 ♗e7 57.♘f3 ♗f6 58.♔d3 c5 59.b5 ♔d5 60.c4+ ♔e6 61.♔e4 ♔d6 62.b6 ♔c6 63.♘e5+ ♔b7 64.♘d7 ♗d4 65.♔d5

Black resigned.


49 ***

Vasily Smyslov

Mikhail Tal

Moscow ch-URS 1969 (6)
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The position is symmetrical, and so is it equal? No! White has the possibility of spoiling his opponent’s pawn structure.

14.♗xc6!

If this were a middlegame, this exchange would have to be very carefully considered, because of the weakening of the light squares around the white king. But here, the king can have no worries, and White can quietly place his pawns on light squares, restricting the enemy bishop. Meanwhile, the knight is ready to head to the weak square in Black’s camp, namely c5.

14…bxc6 15.♘f3

The knight heads to the queenside via d2, so as to defend the b3-pawn.

On 15.♘g2, there would follow 15…a5! (in the rook ending arising after 15…c4 16.♘f4 cxb3 17.♘xe6 fxe6 18.axb3 a5 19.♖a3, White has winning chances, thanks to the many pawn islands in Black’s camp) 16.♘f4 ♗f5, with the intention of …a5-a4.

15…f6 16.♘d2 ♖fd8 17.♘e4 c4 18.♘c5 ♗f5

More chances of a successful defence were offered by 18…♔f7, maintaining the tension on the queenside.

19.f3 ♗c2

Black tries to become active, but the bishop is impotent, because it is severely restricted by the enemy pawns on light squares.

20.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 21.♔f2 ♔f7 22.b4 ♗f5 23.♔e1 e5 24.♘b7 ♖d7 25.♘a5 c5 26.bxc5 ♖d5 27.♘b7 ♖d7 28.♘d6+ ♔e7 29.g4

Slightly less accurate is 29.e4, since this move limits the manoeuvrability of his own knight.

29…♗e6 30.♖b1 ♖c7 31.♖b7 ♖xb7 32.♘xb7 ♔d7 33.♘d6 h6 34.♔f2 ♔c6 35.♔e3 a5 36.♘e8 f5 37.♘g7 ♗d7 38.gxf5 gxf5 39.f4 ♔d5 40.c6 ♗c8 41.c7 ♔d6 42.h4

Black resigned.


50 ***

Hrvoje Stevic

2611

Andrei Volokitin

2682

Warsaw Ech tt 2013 (2)



1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.♕xd4 ♘c6 5.♗b5 ♗d7 6.♕d3!?

This interesting idea has become fashionable recently. White’s idea is to place his pawns on light squares and exchange his light-squared bishop.

There is a rich history to the variation 6.♗xc6 ♗xc6 7.♘c3 ♘f6 8.♗g5 e6 9.0-0-0 ♗e7, with sharp play on both flanks.

6…♘f6 7.c4 g6 8.♘c3 ♗g7 9.h3?!

This move, restricting the black pieces, is probably a mistake. He should have first gotten his king out of the centre and then engaged in prophylaxis!

More precise is 9.0-0! 0-0 (the black knight jump is nothing to be afraid of: 9…♘g4 10.♗xc6 bxc6 11.♗f4[image: images], followed by h2-h3; 9…♘b4 10.♕e2[image: images]), and only now 10.h3. Now, the idea seen in the game does not work: on 10…♘b4 11.♕e2 a6 12.♗xd7 ♘xd7, the simple 13.♗d2 is good, not allowing the capture on c3, and securing a space advantage.

9…♘b4 10.♕e2 a6 11.♗xd7+ ♘xd7 12.0-0

[image: images]

12…♗xc3!

Black gives up his prize bishop, but his positional gains outweigh the downsides. The position has a closed character, and White cannot open the dark squares to pursue his initiative. At the same time, White’s doubled pawns are very weak and become clear objects of attack. White is forced into a long and passive defence.

13.bxc3 ♘c6 14.♖b1 ♕c7 15.♗h6

Not a very useful move, but White has no active plan. He can prevent Black castling normally, but the latter can castle by hand.

15…♖c8 16.♘d2 f6!

This is not played out of necessity, but is an important strategic plan – he needs to put his pawns on dark squares, limiting White’s bishop. At the same time, his king gets a square at f7.

17.♗e3 ♘ce5 18.♖b2 b6!

Too direct is 18…♘xc4 19.♘xc4 ♕xc4 20.♕xc4 ♖xc4 21.♖xb7 ♖xe4 22.♖a7 – here White becomes active and has sufficient compensation.

[image: images]

19.c5!

So far, White has defended well. His bishop is not much use, and so he exchanges it, somewhat improving his pawn structure in the process. But not so much as to leave all his problems behind him.

19.♖fb1 ♘xc4 20.♘xc4 ♕xc4 21.♕xc4 ♖xc4 22.♗xb6 ♖xe4 23.♗d4 ♔f7 24.f3 ♖e6 25.♖b7 ♘c5, with an extra pawn and good winning chances.

19…♘xc5 20.♗xc5 ♕xc5 21.♕xa6 ♘d7

The pawn islands on the a- and c-files allow Black to exert unpleasant pressure.

22.♖c1 ♔f7

Now, Black could have castled, but here his king has certain benefits – it is fairly safe, and defends the e7-pawn. One unexpected drawback, however, is that the king is not defending h7.

23.♕e2 ♖c7 24.♖b5 ♕a3 25.♘b3 ♖hc8 26.♕d2 ♖c4 27.♖b4 ♕a8 28.f3 ♘e5 29.♔h2 ♕c6 30.♘d4

The best defence is 30.♕h6! ♖h8 (30…♔g8 31.♘d4⇆) 31.♕d2![image: images] – Black has problems bringing the ♖h8 into play, and if he defends the h7-pawn with the king, there is the danger of the knight coming into e6.

30…♕c5 31.♖b5?

A blunder in an unpleasant position.

Correct was 31.♘b3!, after which Black would probably not have repeated moves, but retreated with 31…♕c7. After 32.f4 ♘d7 33.♕d5+ ♔e8![image: images], White still has problems.

[image: images]

31…♘xf3+ 32.gxf3 ♖xd4 33.cxd4 ♕xc1 34.♕xc1 ♖xc1 35.♖xb6 ♖c2+ 36.♔g3 ♖xa2

White cannot maintain the integrity of his pawn structure, and his position is lost.

37.♖b8 ♖d2 38.d5 f5 39.♖h8 h5 40.♔f4 fxe4 41.fxe4 ♖d3 42.h4 ♖h3 43.♔g5 ♔g7

0-1





Chapter 10

Isolated pawns

An isolated pawn is one that has none of his own pawns on the adjacent files. It can be strong in the centre of the board, since in most cases, it is reasonably well advanced and creates attacking chances. The squares that the isolani attacks can often become outposts, usually occupied by a knight. The player with the isolani should strive for the maximum piece activity, and try to avoid unnecessary exchanges. When one’s pieces are not active, the isolani can become a source of trouble.

When playing against the isolated pawn, it is useful to blockade it solidly, and the square in front of the pawn is a comfortable post for a knight. Simplifying the position is also a useful strategic device, because in the endgame, the weakness of the isolani becomes obvious.


51 *

Boris Spassky

Sergei Avtonomov

Leningrad jr 1949

[image: images]



Black’s pieces are harmoniously placed, but he has forgotten to develop his kingside, and his king has not castled. If one could just ‘correct’ the position by putting the bishop on e7, Black would have no problems, but it is White to move.

12.d5!

A blow on the most strongly-defended square in Black’s camp, which he is covering with five pieces, wins the game for White.

At the cost of a pawn, White opens lines, exploiting his advantage in development.

12…♘bxd5 13.♗g5 ♗e7 14.♗xf6 gxf6 15.♘xd5 ♗xd5 16.♗xd5 exd5 17.♘d4 ♔f8

After 17…♕d7 18.♖e1 ♔f8 19.♕h5, the knight comes to f5 with decisive effect.

18.♘f5 h5

[image: images]

19.♖xd5

The most striking, although it was also possible to win almost as White wishes. For example, he can simply play 19.♖ac1 – the black pieces totally lack coordination and can do nothing.

19…♕xd5 20.♕xe7+ ♔g8 21.♕xf6

Black resigned.


52 **

Alexander Kotov

Laszlo Szabo

Zurich ct 1953 (15)
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The a5-pawn is isolated from the rest of Black’s camp, and this causes him serious problems:

24.♘b5!

The knight occupies an active position, and opens the way for the rook.

24…h5

The advance …g5-g4 is particularly dangerous for White when his king is on the kingside, but in this case, Black’s play develops much more slowly.

25.♖h1

White spends precious time on the exchanges that now occur on the h-file. He could develop his initiative more quickly after the immediate 25.♖c3!.

25…♖h7 26.♖c3 g4 27.hxg4 hxg4 28.♖a3 ♗g3 29.♖xh7 ♕xh7 30.♘c1

Prophylaxis against a possible check on h1, and indirectly defending the f3-pawn.

[image: images]

30…♕h1?

It was essential to wait, and not attempt any sharp activity: 30…♔f8!, exploiting the invulnerability of the pawn on a5. Black’s idea is to bring his king to d7, freeing the eighth rank for to transfer his rook to the h-file. White still has the advantage, of course, but direct play does not work: 31.♖xa5? ♖xa5 32.♕xa5 ♘xe4 33.fxe4 ♕xe4+ 34.♔a1 ♕c2! 35.♕c3 ♕d1!, and the avalanche of black pawns is irresistible.

31.♘xc7 gxf3 32.gxf3 ♖a7 33.♘e6 ♗e1 34.♕d1 ♖h7 35.♖d3 ♖h2

[image: images]

36.a3!

Now, the king gets a safe haven at a2, whilst the b2-pawn can always be protected by the rook on the b-file.

36…♘d7 37.♕a4 ♕g2 38.♖b3 ♗c3 39.♘e2

1-0


53 **

Sergei Dolmatov

2540

Bent Larsen

2610

Amsterdam 1980 (8)

[image: images]



In the opening, Black had wasted just one tempo, but this is enough to allow White to carry out a break, after which his lead in development tells.

12.d5! exd5 13.♘xd5 ♗b7?!

Black already has problems, and allowing White to win the two bishops, and complete his development with tempo, turns out to be an impermissible luxury.

It was essential to try to neutralise White’s advantage in piece activity. After, say, 13…♘xd5 14.♗xd5 ♖a7 15.♕b3 ♗b7 16.♗xb7 ♖xb7 17.♗f4, Black’s only problem is his knight, which has trouble emerging from b8 without coming under a pin. Even so, here, Black has chances to emerge unscathed.

14.♘xe7+ ♕xe7 15.♗g5

Allows Black to bring his rook out with tempo.

Stronger was 15.♖e1, not fearing the doubled pawns after 15…♗xf3 (15…♖d8 is impossible because of 16.♗xf7+!) 16.gxf3 – the two bishops and large development advantage allows White to more or less ignore the weakening of his king’s cover.

And if White really wanted to avoid the doubling of his pawns, he has a strong, although far from obvious possibility, in 15.♗d2!, followed by 16.♖e1 – the black queen begins to be attacked with tempi.

15…♘bd7?

When there is a chance to develop with tempo, one should not neglect it, so the correct move was 15…♖d8, and the white queen lacks a good retreat square. He has to play 16.♕c2 (on 16.♕b3, there is 16…♗d5, and White loses the advantage of the two bishops, whilst in the endgame arising after 16.♕e1 ♕xe1 17.♖fxe1 ♗xf3 18.gxf3 ♘c6, Black has good chances of a draw), but after 16…♗xf3 17.gxf3 ♘bd7 18.♖fe1 ♕f8, Black manages to complete his development after all.

16.♖e1 ♕c5 17.♗e3 ♕f5

[image: images]

18.♘h4!

The right square, so the queen cannot retreat to g6. After 18.♘d4 ♕g6 19.f3 ♖ad8, it is easier for Black to defend.

18…♕e4

Or 18…♕e5 19.f4 ♕e4 20.♕d2, and the bishop is ready to move from e3.

19.♗g5 ♕c6

Also bad is 19…♕g4 20.♕xg4 ♘xg4 21.♘f5 ♘gf6 22.♖ad1 – White completely dominates.

20.♖c1 ♕b6 21.♗e3

The immediate 21.♘f5 was also possible.

21…♕d8 22.♘f5 ♗e4 23.♘d6 ♗g6 24.♕d4

The difference in piece activity assumes a decisive character.

24…♕b8 25.f4 ♖d8 26.f5 ♗h5 27.h3 ♘b6 28.♕xb6 ♕xb6 29.♗xb6 ♖xd6 30.♗e3

There is no defence against g2-g4, so Black resigned.


54 ***

Viktor Kortchnoi

2695

Anatoly Karpov

2700

Meran Wch match 1981 (9)
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We have a typical IQP position. The position of the ♖c1 is not ideal, because from there it does not support the break d4-d5, nor the knight jump into e5. In such positions, the knight is better on the central squares.

11…♘h5!

After this game, such a simplifying manoeuvre became a classic. It is very important that the moves …h7-h6 and ♗g5-h4 have been included, or else the bishop could retreat to e3, leaving the knight misplaced on the edge of the board.

In principle, in this concrete position, 11…b6 is also not bad, since after the central break 12.d5, Black equalises with 12…♘a5, and also the straightforward 12…♘xd5.

12.♗xe7 ♘xe7

On e7, the knight not only stops d4-d5, but also demonstrates its willingness to come to d5, f5 or c6 later.

13.♗b3 ♘f6 14.♘e5 ♗d7 15.♕e2 ♖c8

[image: images]

16.♘e4?

As a rule, the side with an isolated pawn should avoid unnecessary exchanges, rather than striving for them. The pawn on d4 is strong in the sense that it creates an outpost on e5 for the knight, and threatens to advance at a convenient moment, opening the position, thanks to his freer piece position. White should maintain the tension with 16.♖fd1 – in this case, the game would be roughly equal.

16…♘xe4 17.♕xe4 ♗c6 18.♘xc6 ♖xc6 19.♖c3

On 19.♖xc6, there would follow 19…bxc6, not allowing d4-d5. In the later play, Black threatens to attack the d4-pawn with queen and rook, after which the threat of …♘e7-f5 arises.

19…♕d6 20.g3 ♖d8 21.♖d1

[image: images]

Now, a regrouping takes place, aiming at increasing the pressure against d4.

21…♖b6! 22.♕e1 ♕d7 23.♖cd3 ♖d6 24.♕e4 ♕c6 25.♕f4 ♘d5 26.♕d2 ♕b6 27.♗xd5

Various knight retreats were threatened, when the pawn on d4 could be lost.

27…♖xd5 28.♖b3 ♕c6 29.♕c3 ♕d7 30.f4

He has to commit another weakening, as Black threatened …e6-e5.

30…b6 31.♖b4 b5

With this move, the manoeuvrability of the ♖b4 is reduced to a minimum.

32.a4 bxa4 33.♕a3 a5 34.♖xa4 ♕b5 35.♖d2

[image: images]

35…e5!

The most favourable moment to exploit the weakened white king, as his pieces cannot come to his aid, being stranded on the queenside.

36.fxe5 ♖xe5 37.♕a1 ♕e8 38.dxe5 ♖xd2 39.♖xa5 ♕c6 40.♖a8+ ♔h7 41.♕b1+ g6 42.♕f1 ♕c5+ 43.♔h1 ♕d5+

White resigned. It appears that White lost only as a result of one significant mistake, offering the knight exchange at move 16. After that, he was left with a weak pawn on d4 and no counterplay.


55 ***

Garry Kasparov

2760

Alexei Kharitonov

2550

Moscow ch-URS 1988 (10)
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Black has an isolated pawn, but there is no clear path to victory. White’s queenside is not fully developed. Garry Kasparov finds a way to create serious pressure against d5.

19.g4!

Creating the threat of g4-g5, and making luft for the king.

The move 19.♘c2 is not very poisonous – after 19…♘a4! 20.♖b1 h6, Black can look to the future with confidence.

19…h6 20.h4

Inaccurate was 20.♘xd5 ♘xd5 (20…♘xg4? 21.h3+–) 21.♖xd5 ♖e1+ 22.♔g2 ♘xb3 23.axb3 b6[image: images].

20…♘xb3?

Black takes a hasty decision, opening the file for the white rook.

Two roughly equally good-looking continuations were available:

20…♖e4!? 21.g5 (21.f3 ♖e5!) 21…♘h5!. The only way to retain any advantage is 22.♘xc5! ♗xc5 23.♖xd5 b6 24.b4 (24.gxh6 ♘f6 25.♖d3 ♖xh4 26.♗d2 ♘e4=) 24…♗xe3 25.♗xe3 ♖g4+ 26.♔f1 ♖xh4 27.♖ad1 ♖h1+ 28.♔e2 ♖xd1 29.♖xd1 hxg5 30.♗xg5[image: images].

A more solid-looking continuation is 20…♖e5!, but even then, White retains pressure in the ending after 21.♘d4 ♖ae8 22.♔g2[image: images].

21.axb3 ♗c5

Black already has a difficult position.

21…♖e4 22.♖a4!? b5? 23.♘xd5[image: images];

21…♖e5 22.♖a5 a6 (22…b6 23.♖a6[image: images]) 23.♔g2 ♖ae8 24.♔f3[image: images].

22.g5 hxg5 23.hxg5 ♘e4 24.♘g4

24.♖xd5? ♖ad8! gives Black unnecessary activity for the pawn.

24…♗b6

After 24…♖ad8 25.♔g2, the break 25…f5! is possible, freeing the black king with 26.gxf6 ♔f7. But even here, White has 27.♖a5! (27.♗e3 ♗xe3 28.♘xe3 d4! 29.♖xd4 ♖xd4 30.cxd4 a6, with some practical chances of a draw) 27…♗b6 28.♖axd5 ♖xd5 29.♖xd5 ♘xf6 30.♘e5+ ♔e6 31.♖b5[image: images], and White simply has an extra pawn and every chance of winning.

[image: images]

25.♔g2!

White does not rush to grab the pawn on d5, as the threats against the black king are significantly more important.

25.♖xd5 ♖ed8 26.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 27.♗f4 ♔f8 28.♔g2 ♘c5[image: images].

25…♔g7

25…♖ad8 26.f3+–.

26.♗f4 ♖ad8 27.f3 ♘c5 28.b4 ♘b3

28…♘e6 29.♗e5+ ♔f8 30.♘f6+–.

29.♖a3 ♖e2+ 30.♔g3 ♖xb2 31.c4! ♖e8

31…d4 32.♖d3!+– (32.♗e5+ ♔f8 33.♖h1+–).

32.c5 ♗d8 33.♖xa7 ♖ee2 34.♖xd5

The IQP finally falls.

34…♗e7 35.♖xb7

Black resigned.

Additional material

Keres-Capablanca, Amsterdam 1938

Tal-Keres, Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 1959

Petrosian-Spassky, Moscow 1971

Karpov-G. Kuzmin, Leningrad 1973

Karpov-Uhlmann, Madrid 1973

Karpov-Jussupow, London match/8 1989

Kasparov-Short, Brussels 1986





Chapter 11

Connected pawns

Connected pawns is the name for two or more pawns of the same side, on adjacent files, that can support each other. By advancing, they can seize space and cramp the enemy’s pieces. Often, to prevent them promoting, the defender has to sacrifice a piece for them.


56 *

David Griego

2335

Rafael Vaganian

2625

Philadelphia 1994
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15…b5!?

In this theoretical position, Black has also tried 15…♖c7, 15…cxd4, and 15…♗f8.

16.♘e5

Not 16.cxd5?! c4![image: images].

16.dxc5? ♗xc5[image: images] helps Black’s development.

After 16.cxb5 ♗xb5, Black has clarified the position in the centre, and obtained some advantage.

16…bxc4 17.♘xd7 cxd4!?

A provocation, for which White falls, underestimating the strength of the hanging pawns.

18.♘xf6+?!

After 18.♘xc4 dxc4 19.♖xd4 ♕a5 20.bxc4 ♖b8!, we have a position of approximate equality: 21.♘xb8 ♖xb8 22.♖d7 ♘xd7 23.♕xd7 ♖xb2 24.♕xe7 ♗xc4=.

Or 18.♗xd4 ♕xd7 19.♕xd7 ♘xd7 20.♗xd5 c3 21.♗c4 ♗xc4 22.♘xc4 ♘b6 23.♖ac1 ♘xc4 24.bxc4 ♖xc4 25.♖xc3 ♖xc3 26.♗xc3 ♖c8=.

18…♗xf6 19.bxc4 dxc4

[image: images]

Black only has two pawns for the piece, but what pawns!

20.♘e4 ♗g7 21.♗c1?

Excessive materialism. Such pawns need to be eliminated at all costs: 21.♖ac1! c3 22.♘xc3! ♕b6 23.♖b1 dxc3 24.♗xc3 ♖cd8 25.♗xg7 ♔xg7 26.♗f1, and White should not lose.

21…♖e5 22.♕h4?

The decisive mistake. Correct was 22.g4!. White has kept his extra piece, so he needs to start creating some threats: 22…c3 (for example, 22…♕d7? 23.♗f4!) 23.♘xc3 ♕e8! 24.♗d2 (24.♗f4 ♖xc3–+) 24…dxc3 25.♗xc3 ♖e2 26.♗xg7 ♔xg7[image: images] – Black has the advantage, but White may hold.

22…♕xh4!

The endgame proves simply hopeless for White.

23.gxh4 ♖ce8 24.f3 f5 25.♘g3 c3 26.♗f1 d3 27.♗f4

Other moves also lose easily:

27.♗xd3 ♖d5 28.♗xa6 ♖xd1+ 29.♔g2 c2–+;

27.♖xd3 ♗xd3 28.♗xd3 ♖e1+ 29.♔g2 c2–+.

27…c2 28.♖xd3

Finally, White eliminates one of the connected pawns, but too late – his material losses are too great.

28…♗xd3 29.♗xd3 ♖e1+ 30.♖xe1 ♖xe1+ 31.♔f2 c1♕ 32.♗xc1 ♖xc1 33.♘e2 ♖h1 34.♔g2 ♖d1 35.♗c4+ ♔h8 36.h5 ♗e5 37.f4 ♗d6

0-1


57 *

Efim Geller

Robert Fischer

Curacao ct 1962 (2)
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In such structures, a great role is played by the pawn on a5, which holds back two black pawns, and stops him playing the strengthening move …b7-b6. And with the c5-pawn unsupported, White played…

17.b4!

In whatever form the pawns on b4 and c5 are exchanged for each other (and ‘exchanged’ is the operative word, because if Black captures on b4, his pawn will not survive there long), Black is guaranteed a backward pawn on the b-file. On the other hand, White’s pawn pair will represent a real threat, because if the b7-pawn falls, they will be connected passed pawns. It is important too that the ♗g6 is just a spectator to what is going on. A knight on d7 would be a much more useful piece, taking part in the blockade of the white pawns.

17…♖ac8 18.♕b3 ♗d6 19.♖fd1 ♕e7 20.bxc5 ♗xc5 21.♗xc5 ♖xc5 22.♖a1 ♖d8 23.♖a4!

The b1-square is attacked, so White uses a different square.

23…♗f5 24.♖b4 ♗c8 25.♖b6 ♖d6

On 25…♖xa5, there would follow 26.d6 ♕e8 27.♕c3, preparing c4-c5.

26.♕b4 ♕c7 27.♖xd6 ♕xd6 28.♖b1 ♕c7 29.♕a4! ♗d7 30.♕a3 ♖xa5 31.♖xb7 ♕xb7 32.♕xa5

The triumph of White’s strategy! This is exactly the sort of position he was aiming for, when he played his 17th move.

32…g6

[image: images]

33.h3!

The connected pawns are impossible to block, so White is in no hurry, and makes a useful prophylactic move first.

33…♕b1+ 34.♔h2 ♗f5 35.♕c3! ♕e4 36.♗f3 ♕d4 37.♕xd4 exd4 38.g4 ♗c8 39.c5 a5 40.c6 ♔f8 41.d6

1-0


58 **

Alexander Kotov

Efim Geller

Moscow ch-URS 1949 (16)
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In heading for this position, Black had accurately weighed up all the nuances, characteristic of King’s Indian positions in general: if he can create a weakness on b3, this will outweigh the one on d6.

15…axb3!

In this case, Black sacrifices a whole piece, as the resulting avalanche of pawns will sweep all before them.

16.♗xc5 ♘xc4 17.♕c1

[image: images]

17…bxa2

Even stronger is 17…b2! 18.♕c2 (on 18.♕b1, a very strong reply is 18…b5!, leaving the bishop attacked. If it moves away with 19.♗d4, the knight is lost after 19…b4) 18…dxc5 19.♖xd8 ♖xd8 20.♖e1 b5! 21.♘b1 ♖xa2 – the white queen is helplessly surrounded by the black pieces, and the passed pawns inevitably advance to their target.

18.♘xa2 ♕a5 19.♕xc4 ♗e6 20.♕c1 dxc5 21.♘ac3 b5

Time to get moving!

[image: images]

22.♘b1?

Passive defence is prospectless, and the knight has no future on b1. It was essential to take urgent measures to activate his position, by giving back another pawn: 22.e5!. Admittedly, after the strengthening move 22…♕b6 (it is less accurate to start with 22…c4, since the other knight becomes active with 23.♘d4!; whilst after 22…♗xe5 23.f4, Black has to exchange the bishop that is the pride of his position, or lose one of his passed pawns on c6) 23.♘e4 c4+ 24.♔h1 ♗xe5, Black nonetheless keeps some advantage.

22…b4 23.♘f4?

The last chance was to activate the ♗g2 with 23.f4! c4 24.e5 ♕c5+ 25.♔h1 ♗d5 – in view of the passive ♘b1, Black has the advantage, but there is still a battle ahead.

23…♗b3

Now it is all over – White has so placed his minor pieces that he has no possibility of organising counterplay.

24.♖d6 c4 25.♖xc6 c3 26.♘d5 ♗xd5 27.exd5 ♕xd5 28.f4 ♕d4+ 29.♔h1 ♖a2 30.♗f3 ♖b2 31.f5 ♗e5 32.♕e1 ♖d8 33.♗e4 ♔g7 34.f6+ ♔g8 35.♖a6 h5 36.♖a5 h4 37.♗xg6 ♖xh2+ 38.♔xh2 ♗xg3+ 39.♕xg3 hxg3+ 40.♔h3 fxg6

The time-trouble phase is over and White resigned.


59 ***

Shakhriyar Mamedyarov

2765

Csaba Balogh

2643

Ningbo Wch tt 2011 (3)
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The two advanced connected pawns, supported by the bishop, are fully worth a piece, and so there followed.

18…♘xb2!

If he retreats with 18…♘b6, then after 19.♘xa5 ♕d7 20.♘b3, it is not so simple to play …c6-c5, and White’s position is slightly preferable.

19.♕xb2 a4 20.♘bd2 c5

The fact that Black has been able to play …c6-c5, opening up his light-squared bishop and exerting pressure on the centre, was undoubtedly part of what persuaded him to play the sacrifice.

21.♗e4

By exchanging light-squared bishops, White reduces the attacking potential of the black pieces, but the pawns are very strong all the same, and only need to be well supported.

21…♕b8

Dubious is 21…♗xe4? 22.♘xe4 c4, because of 23.♘f6+ ♗xf6 24.exf6 – the pawn on b4 is hanging, and if it is guarded, the knight comes to e5, after which there is a threat to bring the queen to h6.

An excellent way to increase the pressure on the queenside was to include another fighting unit – the pawn on e6. The strongest move is the surprising 21…♗d5!. Sooner or later, the exchange of bishops on d5 is unavoidable, and Black’s idea is to take on d5 with the pawn. In this case he limits the activity of the ♘d2. In addition, White must himself take on c5, because of the threat of …c5-c4. The game could then proceed roughly as follows: 22.♖fc1 (on 22.♗xd5, possible replies are both 22…exd5 23.dxc5 ♗xc5, and 22…♕xd5 – the queen immediately comes to an active position) 22…a3 23.♕b1 ♖c8 24.♗xd5 exd5 25.dxc5 ♖xc5 26.♕d3 ♖xc1+ 27.♖xc1 ♕d7 – Black has a lasting initiative.

22.♗xb7 ♕xb7 23.♘c4 b3 24.♘d6 ♕b4 25.dxc5 ♕xc5 26.♕d4 ♕xd4 27.♘xd4 b2 28.♖a2 ♖fb8 29.♖b1 a3 30.♔f2 ♖a6

Nothing is achieved by 30…f6 31.♘c4 ♖a4 32.♘xa3 ♗xa3 33.♘c2 fxe5 34.♘xa3 – Black has regained the knight for the b2-pawn, but White should hold (he loses after 34.♖xa3? ♖c4).

31.♔e2

[image: images]

31…♗xd6

Now, the game simplifies and the chances of a drawn rook ending increase.

Stronger is 31…f6! 32.♘c4 fxe5 33.♘c2 e4! 34.♘2xa3 ♗f6 35.♘xb2 ♖b4! – all the pieces are tied up and one of the knights will inevitably soon be lost, and White faces a difficult fight for a draw (Black suddenly loses after 35…♖b3? 36.♘a4).

32.exd6 ♔f8 33.♘f3

More accurate was 33.♘c2 ♖b3 34.♖xa3 ♖axa3 35.♘xa3 ♖xa3 36.♖xb2 ♔e8, with a draw.

33…♔e8

Black misses a chance to fight for the advantage: 33…♖b5!, taking the e5-square from the white knight, and intending …♖b5-c5.

34.♘e5 f6 35.♘c4

A draw also results from 35.d7+ ♔d8 36.♖xa3 ♖xa3 37.♘c6+ ♔xd7 38.♘xb8+ ♔c7 39.♖xb2 ♖a8 40.♖c2+ ♔xb8 41.♖c6 ♖a7 42.♖xe6 ♖f7.

35…♖a4 36.♘xa3 ♖b3?

Losing a tempo. More precise is 36…♔d7 – the knight is not going anywhere. Now, however, Black loses a pawn and he faces difficulties, although he copes with them.

37.♖axb2 ♖xb2+ 38.♖xb2 ♖xa3 39.♖b7 ♖a2+ 40.♔f3 ♖d2 41.♖e7+ ♔f8 42.♖xe6 ♔f7 43.♖e7+ ♔f8 44.♖d7 ♔e8 45.♖xh7 ♖xd6 46.♖g7 g5 47.g3 ♔f8 48.♖a7 ♖d2 49.h3 ♖h2 50.♔g4 ♖e2 51.♖a3 ♔f7 52.♔h5 ♖h2 53.♖a7+ ♔e6 54.♖a6+ ♔f7 55.♔g4 ♖e2 56.♔f3 ♖h2 57.♔g4 ♖e2 58.♔f3 ♖h2 59.♔g4

Draw.


60 ***

Artur Jussupow

2615

Garry Kasparov

2800

Linares 1990 (9)
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36…♕c5+ 37.♔h2 ♕d4 38.♖f3

White hopes to begin an attack on the black king after f4-f5.

38…b4!

The most accurate, but other moves also look good.

Also possible was 38…♖d8!? 39.f5 ♕xe5 40.f6+ ♔h8 41.♕c1 ♕xe4 42.♕h6 ♖g8 43.♖f4 ♕e3! – it was this idea of pinning the white queen and rook on the diagonal that was the basis of Black’s previous play. It is not clear how White can strengthen the attack, and the black pawns quietly advance to promote.

39.♕a4

Black also wins after 39.f5 b3 40.f6+ ♔h8 41.♕c1 b2 42.♕h6 ♖g8 43.♖f4 ♕d2, a highly important pin, which destroys all White’s hopes of mating the black king.

[image: images]

39…c3!! 40.♖xc3!

He loses after 40.♕xe8 ♕d7!, an important resource, which Black had to have foreseen earlier: 41.♕xd7 ♗xd7. Now, the pawns queen. 42.e6 (42.♖d3 ♗e6 43.f5 gxf5 44.exf5 ♗xf5 45.♖f3 c2 46.♖f1 ♗d3! (but not 46…b3? 47.♗d5! b2 48.♖xf5 c1♕ 49.♖xf7+ ♔g6 50.♖f6+=) 47.♖c1 b3–+) 42…♗xe6 43.f5 (43.♖f1 c2 44.e5 b3 45.♗e4 ♗f5 46.♗xc2 ♗xc2–+) 43…♗c4 44.f6+ ♔g8 45.♗f1 ♗xf1 46.♖xf1 c2 47.♖a1 h5 48.e5 b3 49.♖a8+ ♔h7 50.e6 c1♕ 51.exf7 ♕d2+ –+.

40…♗d7 41.♖c4! ♗xa4

Even more convincing was 41…♕xc4 42.♕xd7 ♖e6! 43.♕d5 ♕c3 44.♕a5 ♕b2 45.♕c5 b3 – it is not clear how White will stop the b-pawn.

42.♖xd4 ♖b8 43.♗f1 ♗c2!

Only one passed pawn remains of the connected black pawns, but White will have to give up a piece for it.

44.♗c4

44.♗d3 b3 45.♗xc2 bxc2 46.♖c4 ♖b2–+.

44…b3 45.♗xb3

He also loses after 45.♖d7 b2 46.♗a2 (46.♗xf7 ♖d8!–+; 46.♖xf7+ ♔h8 47.♗a2 ♗b3–+) 46…♖a8 47.♖xf7+ ♔h8 48.e6 ♖xa2 49.e7 ♗a4–+.

45…♖xb3 46.g4 ♖e3 47.f5

[image: images]

47…gxf5!

It was still possible to blunder! 47…♖xe4? 48.f6+ ♔h6 49.♖xe4 ♗xe4 50.e6 ♗d5 51.e7 ♗c6 52.h4 g5 53.h5 – we have a drawn position on the board.

48.exf5 ♖xe5

Now, the ending is absolutely hopeless for White.

49.♖d2 ♗a4 50.♔g3 ♖e3+ 51.♔h4 ♗b5 52.♖d5 ♗d3! 53.♖c5 h6 54.♖c3 ♖f3 55.♖b3 ♗e2 56.♖b2

No better was 56.♖xf3 ♗xf3 57.♔g3 ♗d1 58.♔f4 f6 59.h4 h5 60.g5 ♗c2–+.

56…♗f1 57.♖h2 ♔f6 58.♖h1 ♔e5 59.♖h2 f6 60.♖h1 ♔e4 61.♖h2 ♔f4 62.♖h1 ♗g2 63.♖h2 ♖g3

0-1


61 **

Alexander Grischuk

2764

Teimour Radjabov

2793

London ct 2013 (5)
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White wants to entrench his knight on d4, after which he can prepare an attack on the kingside with g3-g4 and f4-f5. The move …h6-h5 will not bother him, because he can reply simply h2-h3. Of course, White’s plan is hard to implement, but it is potentially possible, and Black cannot afford to relax. Therefore, exploiting a fleeting chance, Black sharply changes the picture, forcing White onto the defensive:

34…♗xc5!

A brilliant decision! Black solves all his problems, which consist of his inactive bishop, blocked by the enemy pawns, and his lack of space. The connected passed pawns created by the sacrifice are joined by the d5-pawn, and form a dangerous avalanche. The pawns have a long way to go to promote, and therefore Black had to realise that the position is fairly closed, and the white knight cannot organise counterplay on the kingside.

35.bxc5 ♕xc5 36.♘e3 h5

A bit of care is in order – there is no reason to allow the knight to g4 and f6, from where it can start to worry the black king.

37.♕c2

White’s task is to simplify the position, by giving up his knight for the b- and c-pawns. He manages this successfully, securing a draw.

37…♕b6 38.♖b2 ♖e4 39.♖b1 c5 40.♘d1 ♕c6

By playing 40…b4!?, it was possible to pose White greater problems.

41.♘c3 ♖c4 42.♕d3 b4 43.♘e2 ♕a4

[image: images]

44.f5!

Passive defence on the queenside does not lead to any happiness, and so White seizes the first chance for counterattack, which proves to be the saving resource.

44…♕c2

On 44…gxf5, there would follow 45.♕e3, heading to g5 – White has a draw by perpetual check in hand.

45.♕xc2 ♖xc2 46.♘f4 gxf5 47.♘xh5+ ♔h6 48.♘f6 ♖a2

Otherwise, the white rook on a1 comes via a8 and then to h8-g8.

49.♘d7 ♖a5

This could also have been delayed until the next move, when the black rook stands on b5, but Black decided not to fight against the inevitable.

50.♘xc5 ♖xc5 51.♖xb4 d4

½-½

Additional material

Bronstein-Botvinnik, Moscow Wch match/18 1951

Kasparov-Portisch, Brussels 1986





Chapter 12

Hanging pawns

‘Hanging pawns’ are two connected pawns on one rank that are not defended by other pawns. As Nimzowitsch explained, they share the characteristic of isolated pawns, namely that they are a dynamic strength and a static weakness: hanging pawns require constant defence, but can be exploited as a means of counterattack. The fight against such pawns often involves forcing the weaker of the two to advance, preventing its further advance, and then attacking the rearmost pawn.

In modern chess, hanging pawns are often not a cause of worry. By threatening to advance one of them, one can open lines and create real threats against the opponent’s position. The more pieces are on the board, the better the hanging pawns feel, because they cramp the activity of the opponent’s pieces. Even in the endgame, though, one should not underestimate the strength of the hanging pawns. In our day, entire opening systems are based around hanging pawns and the battle against them.


62 *

Wojciech Moranda

2568

Grzegorz Gajewski

2616

Warsaw ch-POL 2012 (6)
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Similar positions frequently arise in the Queen’s Indian Defence, and the device used now by White is a typical one:

16.♘c4!

In this case, the knight jump leads to a gain of material, but sometimes it is played just with the intention of transferring the knight to a5 or e3, or to attack an enemy queen on b6, exploiting tactical motifs as the knight cannot be captured, because the d5-pawn is pinned along both file and diagonal.

16…a4 17.♘xb6 ♕xb6 18.♘xd5 ♘xd5 19.♗xd5 ♗xd5 20.♖xd5 axb3 21.axb3 ♕c6 22.♕c4

And White won.


63 **

Viktor Kortchnoi

2695

Anatoly Karpov

2700

Meran Wch match 1981 (1)
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Black has the advantage of the two bishops and his pieces are actively placed, excellently supporting his pawn duo. Now, there follows a break, which crowns Black’s build-up:

24…d4! 25.♘e2

25.exd4 ♗c6! 26.♕c4 ♗xf3 27.gxf3 cxd4 28.♘a4 ♕b5 29.♕e2 ♖c7! 30.b3 ♕xb3 31.♕xa6 ♕xf3 also offers no hope of survival.

25…dxe3 26.fxe3 c4!

The white pawn islands on dark squares are indefensible.

27.♘ed4 ♕c7 28.♘h4 ♕e5 29.♔h1 ♔g8!

Black had many ways to win, but this prophylactic move, defending against a possible fork on f5, is the most technical.

30.♘df3 ♕xg3 31.♖xd8+ ♗xd8 32.♕b4 ♗e4 33.♗xe4 ♘xe4 34.♖d4 ♘f2+ 35.♔g1 ♘d3 36.♕b7 ♖b8 37.♕d7 ♗c7 38.♔h1 ♖xb2 39.♖xd3 cxd3 40.♕xd3 ♕d6 41.♕e4 ♕d1+ 42.♘g1 ♕d6 43.♘hf3 ♖b5

0-1


64 **

Lajos Portisch

2630

Tigran Petrosian

2620

Lone Pine 1978 (7)
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Hanging pawns are good when they are supported by their own pieces, but in this position, the ♖a1 is ‘sleeping’, and the ♘d2 is under an X-ray attack along the d-file.

23…♘c5! 24.♘c4

Hit by a sudden blow, White does not find the inner strength to put up serious resistance, and he loses easily.

More tenacious was 24.d5, although here too, after 24…♖h6 25.♘f3 (on 25.e5, there follows the simple 25…♗f8, and the pawn on d5 is undefended) 25…♘d3 26.♖e2 ♘xb2 27.♖xb2 ♗c5+


[image: images]

analysis diagram



28.♔h1 (even fewer chances of saving the game are offered by 28.♔f1 g5 29.g4 ♖f6 30.♖b3 ♖f4 31.h3 ♖xe4 32.♘xg5 ♖e5 33.♘f3 ♖exd5) 28…f5, Black breaks up the white centre and wins a pawn.

Black also has a healthy extra pawn after 24.♖e2 ♘a4 25.d5 ♗c5+ 26.♔f1 ♖h6 27.♘b3 (bad is 27.♘f3 ♘xb2 28.♖xb2 g5) 27…♖xh2 28.♘xc5 ♘xc5, although here, the realisation involves some difficulties.

24…♘xe4 25.♖ac1 ♗f8 26.♘e5 ♘d6 27.a4 f6 28.♘f3 ♖xe1+ 29.♘xe1 ♖d7 30.♘f3 ♘f5 31.♔f2 h5 32.♖c2 g5 33.♖c4 ♗d6 34.g3 ♔f7 35.♘g1 ♘e7 36.♘e2 ♘d5 37.♗c1 ♔e6 38.♖c2 ♔f5 39.♔f3 g4+ 40.♔f2 ♖h7 41.♖d2 h4 42.♔g2 ♔e4 43.♖d1 ♘e3+ 44.♗xe3 ♔xe3 45.♘c3 h3+

0-1


65 ***

Robert Fischer

Boris Spassky

Reykjavik Wch match1972 (6)
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The black pieces are insufficiently active to support the hanging pawns, and White uses a tactical nuance to attack them:

18.♘d4!

The white knights joins the attack on the central squares.

18…♕f8

On 18…♘f6, there would follow 19.♘b3 ♘d7 (19…c4 20.♕xe7 ♖xe7 21.♘d4 gives White an excellent post for his knight) 20.♖c3, followed by ♖f1-c1 – defending c5 is not easy.

Black is prepared to defend the c5-pawn, but White finds a new target in his camp, and switches to an attack on the light squares.

19.♘xe6! fxe6 20.e4! d4?!

20…dxe4 would leave too many pawn islands in the black camp.

On 20…c4, there would follow 21.♕h3, with the idea of a blow against the light squares with b2-b3. It was essential to maintain the tension on the central light squares. Correct was 20…♘f6, after which White only has a minimal advantage. White also does best to maintain the tension with 21.♕e3 – taking the pawn is unfavourable, because after 21…♘xe4 22.♗d3, White regains the material, with positional pluses.

21.f4!

Black’s kingside, with its weakened light squares, is undefended, and White easily develops the initiative.

21…♕e7 22.e5! ♖b8 23.♗c4! ♔h8

On 23…♘b6, the simplest way to win is 24.♕b3.

24.♕h3 ♘f8 25.b3 a5 26.f5 exf5 27.♖xf5 ♘h7 28.♖cf1 ♕d8 29.♕g3 ♖e7 30.h4!

The ♘h7 loses its last hope of coming into the game, and Black has no counterplay at all.

30…♖bb7 31.e6 ♖bc7 32.♕e5 ♕e8 33.a4 ♕d8 34.♖1f2 ♕e8 35.♖2f3 ♕d8 36.♗d3 ♕e8 37.♕e4! ♘f6 38.♖xf6! gxf6 39.♖xf6 ♔g8 40.♗c4 ♔h8 41.♕f4

Black resigned.

Additional material

Bernstein-Capablanca, Moscow 1914

Spassky-Tal, Montreal 1979

Winants-Kasparov, Brussels 1987 – Black’s 19th move

Bertok-Fischer, Stockholm 1962 – Black’s 17th move

Geller-Bobotsov, Moscow 1968 – Black’s 18th move

Karpov-Kasparov, Moscow Wch (match/31) 1984





Chapter 13

A pawn majority/minority in a certain area of the board. The Minority Attack

In a certain area of the board, one may have a majority or minority of pawns. The general recommendation is that if you have a minority, you should not advance the pawns, whereas if you have a pawn majority, you should think about advancing it, to seize space and/or try to create a passed pawn.

There is also one very well-known exception to this rule, which is the so-called Minority Attack. The classic case is in the Queen’s Gambit, in which White advances his a- and b-pawns. The idea is to create a weakness in the opponent’s pawn majority.


66 *

Peter Leko

2600

Alonso Zapata

2515

Yopal 1997 (6)
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Black has transferred his bishop to c7, so as to play …d6-d5, and exploit the opened diagonal b8-h2. However, this bishop position also has its drawbacks, which White exploits:

17.♗f4! ♘e5 18.♗xe5!

White surrenders his dark-squared bishop, despite having weakened so many dark squares in his own camp with the move f2-f3!. And this is all because from c7, the bishop is not able to exploit these weaknesses effectively. With the enemy bishop on e7, White’s exchanging operation would not deserve such a high assessment. White’s idea consists not in the doubling of the black pawns as such, but rather in creating a queenside pawn majority on, which will soon be set in motion.

18…dxe5 19.♔h1

The king moves out of possible checks on the g1-a7 diagonal, which White himself is planning to open. This is a rather academic decision, however, and there was nothing wrong with the straightforward 19.c5.

19…♖fd8 20.♕e3 ♖xd1+ 21.♖xd1 ♖d8 22.♖xd8+ ♕xd8 23.c5 ♘d7

[image: images]

24.c6!

Yet another strong positional decision, after which the ♗c7 remains out of play for the rest of the game, as the b6-pawn shuts it in.

24…♗xc6 25.♗xa6 ♘b8 26.♗e2 ♗d6 27.♕d2 ♔f8 28.♗b5

[image: images]

28…♗xb5?

He had to keep the bishop pair, by retreating with 28…♗b7 – then, it would be more difficult to carry out White’s plan.

29.♘xb5 ♗e7 30.♕xd8+ ♗xd8 31.♔g1 ♔e7 32.♔f2 ♔d7 33.♘c3 ♗e7 34.♔e3 ♔c6 35.b5+

It is useful to fix the b6-pawn, on the same colour as Black’s bishop. 35.♔d3 allows 35…b5, which is hardly what White wants.

35…♔c7 36.a4 ♘d7 37.♔d3 ♘c5+ 38.♘xc5 ♗xc5 39.♔c4 ♗f2 40.♘a2 ♗e1 41.♘b4 f6 42.♘c2 ♗d2 43.♔d3 ♗a5 44.♘e3 ♗b4 45.♘c4

Another stage of the manoeuvring is completed – the knight occupies an optimal position.

45…♗e1 46.♔c2 ♗b4 47.♔b2

White wants to bring his king to b3 with the black bishop on e1, which will create a zugzwang.

47…g6 48.♔c2 h6 49.♔b2 h5 50.♔c2 h4 51.♔b2 ♗e1 52.♔b3 ♗f2 53.a5 bxa5 54.♔a4 ♗e1 55.♘xa5 ♔b6 56.♘c4+ ♔c5 57.♘b2 ♗d2 58.♘d3+ ♔b6 59.♘f2 ♗c3

After 59…♗f4 60.♔b4 f5 61.h3 ♗g5 62.♘d3 ♗e7+ 63.♔c4 ♗d6 64.♘b4, it is also difficult for Black to defend – White threatens to break into his camp via several squares.

60.♘g4 f5 61.♘f2

It was also possible to penetrate with the knight by means of 61.♘h6 ♔c7 62.♘f7 ♔d7 63.♘h8 g5 64.♘f7 g4 65.fxg4 fxe4 (65…fxg4 66.h3+–) 66.♔b3+–.

61…♔c5 62.♘d3+ ♔d6 63.♔b3 ♗a5 64.♔c4 ♗d2 65.♘c5

It is likely that the finish of the game was affected by time-trouble. There was an easy win with 65.b6, deflecting the black king from the defence of the weaknesses.

Subsequently, Black could have played more tenaciously, but it is beyond any human to defend such a passive position with computer-like accuracy.

65…♗e3 66.♘b7+ ♔c7 67.♘a5 ♗f2 68.♔b4 ♗e1+ 69.♔a4 ♗c3 70.♘c4 ♔b7 71.♔b3 ♗d4 72.♔b4 ♔a7 73.♘a5 ♔b6 74.♘c6 fxe4 75.fxe4 ♔c7 76.♔a5 g5 77.h3 ♔d7 78.♔a6 ♔c7 79.♘a5 ♗c5 80.♘c4 ♗d4 81.b6+ ♗xb6 82.♘xb6 ♔c6 83.♘a4

1-0


67 **

Alexander Beliavsky

2570

Artur Jussupow

2565

Moscow ch-URS 1983 (1)

[image: images]



12.a3

The start of the classical plan of a minority attack, the aim of which is to create weaknesses on the black queenside.

In such positions, White also has another plan. This involves posting the knight on e5, followed by supporting it with the move f2-f4. For example, 12.♘e5 ♘6d7 13.♗xe7 ♕xe7 14.f4 f6 15.♘f3! (White has more space, so he does best to avoid unnecessary exchanges), followed by ♖a1-e1, and then developing kingside play, usually with the help of the advance of the g-pawn.

12…♘6d7 13.♗xe7 ♕xe7 14.b4 ♘g6 15.♖fc1 ♕f6 16.♕d1 ♗f5

If 16…♖ac8, then 17.♘a4! (weaker is 17.b5 c5 – the pawn on b5 is badly placed) 17…♗f5 (17…b6 leads to the creation of a backward pawn on c6) 18.b5, with the better game.

17.b5 ♗xd3 18.♕xd3 ♘b6 19.bxc6 bxc6

[image: images]

20.♘b1!

The white knight heads to d2, so as to stop Black playing his knight to c4.

20…♖ac8 21.♖a2!

With this move, White prepares to increase the pressure on the c-file.

21…♘h4 22.♘xh4 ♕xh4 23.♘d2 ♖e6 24.♖ac2 ♕e7 25.♖c5 ♖c7 26.♕b3 ♕d6 27.♘f3 ♘d7

The only way to keep the white knight out of e5 was 27…f6, after which there could follow 28.♕c2, tying Black down to the defence of his weakness. Then, White can advance his pawn with a3-a4-a5. Having cramped Black to the maximum extent, he can consider transferring his knight to the queenside, for example via the route ♘f3-e1-d3.

[image: images]

28.♘e5!

An elegant blow, after which Black loses material.

28…♘xc5 29.♕b8+ ♕f8 30.♕xc7 f6 31.♘xc6 ♘d3 32.♖b1 ♖e8 33.♕xa7

1-0

Additional material

Bobotsov-Petrosian, Lugano 1968

Portisch-Kasparov, Skelleftea 1989

Marshall-Capablanca, New York match/23 1909

Stein-Tal, Leningrad 1971

Simagin-Kotov, Moscow 1944 – White’s 36th move

Botvinnik-Smyslov, Moscow Wch match/12 1954

Polugaevsky-Torre, Moscow 1981

Spassky-Kholmov, Moscow 1957

Karpov-A. Sokolov, Linares match/10 1987

Geller-Gligoric, Belgrade 1970 – White’s 23rd move





Chapter 14

Weakening the opponent’s pawn structure

Of course, if there is a chance to double the opponent’s pawns, or create additional pawn weakness or islands in his structure, one should usually seize it. But in this chapter, we will look at cases where piece play provokes an unfavourable pawn advance by the opponent, weakening his structure. Sometimes, one can spend extra tempi on doing this, when the static weakness created will be more important than the dynamic factor of the time expended. One should also say that less experienced players sometimes weaken their structure, forgetting that pawns don’t move backward.


68 *

Alexander Alekhine

Sergei Freiman

Cologne 1911
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White’s position is better, but at the moment, the black pieces are harmoniously placed, and are able to hold the defensive lines. The next move is designed to provoke disharmony in Black’s position.

23.♗h4!

It turns out that Black must weaken his position with a pawn move.

23.f4 ♘g4, although it keeps White’s advantage, allows Black to continue the battle.

23…g5?

A bad reaction, as now White gets the f5-square, which is too great a concession.

He loses after 23…♖d7? 24.f4+–.

The most tenacious was 23…f6 24.♕c3 ♕e6 25.f4 ♘f7 26.f5 ♕e5 27.♕d3 g5 28.♗g3 ♕e7 29.♘c4 ♗f8 30.♕e2, although here too, Black’s position looks lost, because of the great number of weaknesses.

24.♗g3 ♕e6 25.♘f5 ♗f8 26.♕c3 f6 27.f4 ♘g6

[image: images]

28.♘xh6!+ ♗xh6 29.f5 ♕e7 30.fxg6 ♗f8 31.♕c4+ ♔g7 32.♗xd6!

Black resigned.


69 *

Alexander Alekhine

Emanuel Lasker

New York 1924 (3)
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The d4-pawn is isolated and needs defending. Black exploits this:

18…♗h5!

The weakening of a whole group of dark squares, which this move forces, is very significant, especially in view of White’s lack of a dark-squared bishop.

19.g4 ♗f7 20.bxc6 ♖c8

Also strong was 20…bxc6, because taking the pawn is bad: on 21.♕xc6, there is the strong move 21…♘e6!.

21.♕b2 bxc6 22.f5 ♕d6 23.♘g2

An attempt to cover the square f4 against an entry by the black queen. But the knight is badly placed here, because it does not perform any other functions. White’s problems are growing.

23…♗c7 24.♖fe1 h5 25.h3

[image: images]

25…♘h7!

Including yet another piece in the attack on the dark squares, decides the game.

26.♖xe8+ ♖xe8 27.♖e1 ♖b8 28.♕c1 ♘g5 29.♘e5

29.♘xg5 ♕h2+ 30.♔f1 fxg5–+.

29…fxe5 30.♕xg5 e4 31.f6 g6 32.f4 hxg4 33.♗e2 gxh3 34.♗h5 ♖b2 35.♘h4 ♕xf4 36.♕xf4 ♗xf4

White resigned.


70 *

Benjamin Blumenfeld

Alexander Alekhine

Moscow match 1908 (2)
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Black has the more harmoniously placed pieces and the two bishops. If the bishop avoids exchange by moving to f8 or c5, White puts his rook on d2 and it will be hard to fight for the d-file. Instead, there followed

17…♗b4!

Now, the advance of the c-pawn looks too weakening, but otherwise, White cannot fight for the d-file.

18.c3

The move 18.g3 takes the f4-square from the knight, but weakens the light squares around the white king, which Black can exploit with the move 18…♘g5.

18.f3 looks good structurally, but White ends up with passively-placed pieces: 18…♘f4 19.♖f2 ♗xf5 20.exf5 ♗c5.

18…♘f4

Stronger is 18…♗f8, retaining all the advantages of his position.

19.♖d2 ♗xf5 20.♘xf5 ♗c5 21.b4 ♗f8 22.♖xd8 ♖xd8 23.♕c2 ♕d7 24.♖f1?

White wants to fight against the ♘f4 by playing his bishop to c1, but this loses precious tempi.

It was essential to play 24.g3! ♘e6 25.♘e3, and White is close to equality.

[image: images]

24…♕d3!

Now, Black firmly controls the only open file.

25.♕b3+ ♔h8 26.♘g3

Attack by the rook’s pawn

26…h5

Another good possibility was 26…c5, bringing the bishop into play.

27.♗c1

More tenacious was 27.h4!, after which the best reaction is 27…♖d7!, defending the seventh rank against the white queen. After 28.♗c1 c5 29.bxc5 ♗xc5 30.♗xf4! exf4 31.♕e6 fxg3 32.♕e8+ ♗f8 33.♕xf8+ ♔h7, Black retains the advantage in the major-piece ending.

27…h4 28.♗xf4 exf4 29.♘f5 h3!

The white king’s pawn cover is irretrievably weakened.

30.♕e6 hxg2 31.♔xg2 f3+ 32.♔g1 ♕xf1+!

White resigned.


71 **

Paul Keres

Vasily Smyslov

Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade ct 1959 (23)
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There is a lack of coordination among the white pieces. Exploiting this, Black creates an object of attack on the queenside:

19…a5! 20.♘d4

He should not allow Black to open lines for his rooks; instead, he should prefer 20.bxa5 bxa5 21.♘d4, with chances of equalising.

20…axb4 21.axb4 ♕b7 22.♘d2

More active is 22.♘c3, after which Black’s advantage is minimal.

22…♖a3! 23.♗f2 b5

The pawn stands slightly more actively, taking c4 from the white knight, and opening a path to b6 for the bishop.

24.♘c2 ♖a2 25.♘b3 ♖c8 26.♘cd4

[image: images]

26…♗d8! 27.♖xc8 ♗xc8

Also good was 27…♕xc8 28.♖c1 ♕a8, with the idea of …♕a8-a3.

28.♖c1 ♗d7 29.♔h1 ♕a8 30.♗h4 ♗b6 31.♕d1

Also bad was 31.♗xf6 gxf6 32.♕g3+ ♔f8 33.♕h4 ♔e7 – the white knights are unstable.

31…♕a4 32.♗e1 h6

It was useful to make luft.

33.♗c3?

Losing at once. He could resist further with 33.h3! ♕a3 34.♗c3.

33…e5! 34.fxe5 ♘g4 35.♗e1 dxe5 36.♘f5 ♗xf5 37.exf5 ♖xg2 38.♖c8+ ♔h7 39.d4 ♖xh2+ 40.♔g1 ♗xd4+

White resigned.


72 **

Klaus Bischoff

Konstantin Sakaev

Brno 1992 (2)
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The ♘f2 is very limited, which gives rise to the idea of landing a blow against d4, which White finds hard to strengthen without the knight.

13…c5!

This results in a rather ragged pawn structure, but Black is not disturbed by the fact that his pawn on e4 has no supporting colleague, as the dynamic factors in the position, and the possibility of immediately bringing his knight to an active position, outweighs the structural weakness resulting from his last move.

Of course, it was possible to choose the simple 13…d5, strengthening the e4-pawn, and ensuring a small space advantage, similar to a type of reversed French Defence structure. After 14.g3 ♘d7, Black’s position is preferable.

14.g3

After 14.g4, both 14…♕f3 15.♕xf3 exf3 and the tension-retaining 14…♕g6 are strong.

The exchange 14.dxc5 is also nothing special, with the most promising reply being 14…♘c6! (less accurate is 14…dxc5 15.g3 ♕f3 16.♕xf3 exf3 17.♗d3 ♘c6 18.♗e4!; but also interesting is 14…♘d7, and even 14…♘a6!?) 15.♗c3 dxc5 16.g3 ♕f3 17.♕xf3 exf3, with the advantage in the endgame.

14…cxd4 15.exd4 ♘c6 16.♗e3 d5

Black plans to open up the enemy king’s cover.

However, it was also possible to attack with pieces: 16…♗g5! – it turns out that White cannot hold the dark squares, because after the natural 17.♗g2, a deadly blow falls from the other side: 17…♕a5+!, and after 18.♔d1, there is the decisive 18…♗xe3 19.♕xe3 ♕b4! 20.b3 ♖xf2! 21.♕xf2 ♕c3 – the rook is hanging, and …♗c8-g4 is a threat.

17.0-0-0 ♘a5!

Now, it is the c4-square that is the most vulnerable point in the white camp, and this is where the next blow will fall.

18.♕d2 ♘xc4 19.♗xc4 dxc4 20.d5 ♗f6

The pawn could advance even further, but it represents no danger, since it is surrounded by black pieces.

21.♖he1 c3

It was also possible not to hurry with this, choosing instead the methodical 21…♗d7. Admittedly, after 22.♕c2, White avoids having his king opened up, but there is no great need for this anyway, and the quiet 22…♖fe8, increasing the pressure, looks strong.

22.bxc3 ♗d7 23.♕c2 ♖fe8

In calculating the line 23…♗xc3! 24.♕xc3 ♖ac8 25.♗c5, Black missed the intermediate check 25…♕g5!+ 26.♔b1 ♖xf2 27.♕e3 ♕g6, with a winning position. Of course, the variation is far from obvious.

24.c4

[image: images]

24…b6!

It is important to fix the pawn on c4, so it cannot advance further, because on c5 it would be harder to attack.

25.♔b1 ♖ac8 26.♕b3 h5

After a series of short-range blows, Black returns to other measures. The text restricts White’s chances of counterplay involving the advance of his g-pawn.

27.♖d2 ♗e5 28.♖c1 ♕g6 29.♘d1 ♖f8 30.♘c3 ♖f3 31.♘e2 ♗a4

A simpler win was 31…a5.

32.♕a3

32.♕xa4 ♖xe3 33.♕d7 ♖f8 was more tenacious, but also offers few chances.

32…♕d6! 33.♕xa4

33.♕xd6 ♗xd6 34.♗f4 (34.♗d4 ♖d3–+) 34…♗a3–+.

33…♖xe3 34.♘d4 ♖a3 35.♕c2 b5

He could win with the prosaic 35…e3 36.♖d3 ♖xd3 37.♕xd3 ♗xd4 38.♕xd4 e2 39.♕d2 ♕e7, but once again, the variation is not obvious.

Another way of winning, easier to find, was 35…♕b4!+ 36.♕b2 (36.♘b3 a5–+; 36.♔a1 e3 37.♖dd1 ♖f8–+) 36…♕c5! – White falls under a deadly pin.

36.c5

36.♕xe4 bxc4–+.

The way to pose maximum difficulties in realising the advantage was 36.♘c6! ♗c3 (36…♖c3 37.♕xe4 ♖xc6 38.♖xc3 ♕b4+ 39.♖b3 ♕xd2 40.♕xe5 ♕d1+ 41.♔b2 ♖xc4 42.♖c3 ♕d2+ 43.♔b3 ♖xc3+ 44.♕xc3 ♕xd5+ 45.♔b4 ♕xa2 46.♔xb5 leads to a queen ending in which White has good chances of saving himself) 37.♕xe4 ♖xc6 38.♕e8+ ♔h7 39.♕xh5+ ♕h6 40.♕f5+ ♕g6 41.♕xg6+ ♖xg6 42.♖d3 ♗b2! 43.♖xa3 ♗xa3 44.♖c3 b4 45.♖f3 (45.♖d3 ♖g4–+) 45…♖g4 46.♖f4 ♖xf4 47.gxf4 b3 48.axb3 ♔g6 – the bishop copes excellently with the task of blockading the white pawn phalanxes.

36…♕xd5 37.♘b3 ♕f7 38.♖e2

38.c6 ♗f6!–+.

38…a5 39.♖xe4 ♗f6 40.♖d1 a4

With time-trouble over, White resigned, since after 41.♘c1 ♖c3 42.♕e2 ♖3xc5, he is a pawn down and has no counterplay.


73 **

Jacek Gdanski

2395

Boris Gelfand

2585

Adelaide Wch jr 1988 (9)
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The knight jump into d3 is natural and strong – Black gets the two bishops and active piece play. But in view of the fact that White will have to part with his light-squared bishop, Black first provokes a weakness:

15…♗h4!+ 16.g3 ♗f6 17.♖c1

If 17.bxc5 ♗xa1 18.cxd6 ♕xd6 19.♘xb7 ♕e7 20.♘c5 ♖b8 21.♘b3 ♕f6 22.♔f2 ♗c3 23.♕c2 0-0, White does not get full compensation for the exchange.

17…♘d3+ 18.♗xd3 exd3 19.0-0 0-0 20.♖fe1 ♖fe8 21.c5 dxc5 22.♖xc5

Better was 22.bxc5, strengthening the position in the centre. However, because of the weakness of the kingside light squares, the advantage would still lie with Black.

22…♕d7 23.♘c4 ♖ad8 24.d6 ♗e4

With such a bishop, White has to surrender a rook, and the rest is a matter of technique.

25.♗f2 ♕h3 26.♖xe4 ♖xe4 27.♕xd3 ♖xf4 28.d7 ♖h4 29.♖c8 ♕xh2+ 30.♔f1 ♕h3+ 31.♔e2 ♕e6+ 32.♔f3 ♖h5 33.♘b6 ♖f5+

White resigned.


74 ***

Veselin Topalov

2745

Evgeny Bareev

2726

Dortmund 2002 (2)
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White has more space, but with all the minor pieces having been exchanged off, Black has no problem with a lack of room for his pieces. In addition, the pawn on h5 is cut off and the d4-pawn weak, so the position can be assessed as being in Black’s favour. With the following typical blow, Black creates a new target in the white position.

22…b5! 23.b3

White does not want to concede the d5-square to Black, but now his king’s pawn cover is weakened. Preferable was 23.♖c1, although after 23…bxc4 24.♖xc4 ♖d5, Black retains a small advantage anyway.

Much the same is true of 23.♕c5 bxc4 24.♕xc4 ♕d7, followed by …♖f8-b8 – White’s weaknesses show.

23…bxc4 24.bxc4 ♕e7 25.♔c2 ♖fd8 26.♕c5

[image: images]

26…♖8d7!

White has no active play, so the important rule ‘do not hurry!’ applies. The rook on d7 not only defends the a7-pawn, but also covers the seventh rank, since the king has an escape on h7.

27.♖hd1 ♕h4! 28.g4 f6 29.♕b4

[image: images]

White returns the queen to the defence, trying to oppose the transfer of the black queen to f4, after which there would be a threat of …e6-e5. However, now a blow comes from the other side:

29…f5!

Now, White faces the loss of his kingside pawns.

30.♕b8+

The passive transition into a rook ending by 30.♕e1 ♕xe1 31.♖xe1 ♖xd4 32.♖xd4 ♖xd4 gives Black winning chances.

It was possible to hold the balance with the extremely hard-to-see 30.♕a4!, creating the threat of c4-c5 and attacking c6. After 30…e5 31.c5 ♖xd4 (or 31…♖d5 32.♕xc6=) 32.♕xc6, White is saved by the threat of perpetual check.

30…♔h7

Stronger was the less obvious 30…♖d8! 31.♕xa7 fxg4 32.fxg4 e5[image: images].

31.♕e8

White again misses a chance to hold the balance: 31.c5! ♖d5 32.gxf5! exf5 33.♕e8 ♕f6 34.♖g1 solves all the problems.

31…♕f6 32.c5

Now, after 32.gxf5, there follows 32…♕xf5!.

32…♖d5 33.♖e1?

The patient defence 33.♖1d2 fxg4 34.fxg4 e5 35.♕xe5 ♖xe5 36.dxe5 ♕xe5 37.♖xd7[image: images] would still allow him to count on saving the game.

33…♖e7 34.♕xc6 fxg4 35.fxg4 ♕f2+ 36.♔d1 ♖xd4

The game opens up, and White perishes due to the open position of his king.

37.♖xd4 ♕xd4+ 38.♔c2 ♕c4+ 39.♔d2 ♕xa2+ 40.♔e3 ♕b3+ 41.♔e2 ♕c2+ 42.♔e3 ♕c3+ 43.♔e2 ♕e5+ 44.♔d2 ♕d4+ 45.♔c2 ♕c4+ 46.♔d2 ♕b4+ 47.♔e2 ♕b2+ 48.♔e3 ♕c3+ 49.♔e2 ♕e5+ 50.♔d2 ♕d4+ 51.♔c2 ♕c4+ 52.♔d2 ♕b4+ 53.♔e2 ♖f7

Black gets his rook into the attack in such a way that White has no checks on the diagonal.

54.♕xe6 ♖f6 55.♕d5 ♕xg4+ 56.♔d3 ♖f5 57.♖e5 ♕g3+ 58.♔d4 ♕f2+

0-1





Chapter 15

Pawn breaks

A pawn break is a tactical device that has many forms. The intention is sometimes to create a passed pawn, and sometimes to open lines for the pieces to penetrate the enemy camp. The consequences of a pawn break, which often entails sacrifices, need to be carefully calculated and accurately assessed.


75 *

Tigran Petrosian

Vasily Smyslov

Moscow ch-URS 1949 (2)

[image: images]



The assessment of such positions depends on how well White controls d5. If the white bishop were on b3, instead of e2, the only way for Black to get decent play would be to sacrifice the exchange on c3, and then take on e4 – once again, the whole battle revolves around the central squares. However, with the bishop on e2, Black can eliminate the blockade of d5 with a pawn break:

23…d5! 24.♘xd5

More tenacious was 24.exd5, although after 24…e4 25.♘xe4 ♗xb2, Black still has a large advantage.

24…♗xd5 25.exd5 ♖xc2 26.b3 e4 27.g4 e3 28.♖g2 ♖d2 29.♖xd2 exd2 30.♗d1 ♖xd5

With rooks on the board, the opposite-coloured bishops are not such a drawing factor, and the realisation of Black’s advantage does not pose any great difficulties.

31.♔g1 ♔f8 32.♔f1 ♗g5 33.a4 h5 34.h3 h4 35.axb5 axb5 36.♖f2 ♔e7 37.♖f3 ♖e5 38.♗e2 ♖d5 39.♗d1 ♔f6 40.♖c3 ♗f4 41.♔e2 ♔g5 42.♖f3 b4 43.♔f1 ♖e5 44.♗e2 ♗e3 45.♗d1 ♔f6 46.♗e2 ♖e4

White resigned.


76 *

Miguel Najdorf

Robert Fischer

Santa Monica 1966 (7)

[image: images]



If Black could succeed in blockading e5, he would have an excellent game. However, it is White’s move, and he carries out a temporary pawn sacrifice, to open up play for his pieces on the light squares:

21.e5! dxe5 22.♗f3

The white pieces spring into life, and the d5-pawn is ready to advance.

22…♕f8 23.♘xe5 ♗b7 24.♘dc4

The black pieces are totally lacking mobility, whilst White’s cooperate excellently and control all the key squares.

24…♖ad8

The pawn is invulnerable: 24…♘xd5 25.♘d7 ♖xe1 26.♘xf8.

25.♘c6 ♖xe1 26.♖xe1 ♖e8 27.♖d1 ♖c8 28.h3 ♘e8

On 28…♘xd5, White wins with 29.♘6a5.

29.♘6a5 ♖b8 30.♕f5 ♘d6 31.♘xd6

Black resigned.


77 *

Lev Polugaevsky

2600

Tigran Petrosian

2605

Kislovodsk tt 1982

[image: images]



In such a structure, the black ♗e7 would be better on g7. In that case, his king would feel safer, and the breaks e4-e5 and f4-f5 would not be so terrible. White’s pieces are all pointing at the kingside and on the long diagonal, and the ♗b2 has no opponent. Whilst Black has no time to organise himself properly, White attacks.

19.e5! ♘d7

19…♘h5 20.♘e4 ♗xe4 21.♗xe4 dxe5 22.fxe5 leads to a large advantage for White – White can cripple the knight on g7 with g2-g4!.

White uses the same idea as in the game after the preliminary exchange 19…dxe5 20.fxe5 ♘d7 21.♗e4!. After the exchange of bishops, the white knight breaks into the black position with great effect, whilst after 21…♗c8, White carries out a nice attack: 22.♘d5! exd5 23.♗xd5 ♗f6 24.e6! fxe6 25.♗xe6+ ♔g7 26.♖xd7+!, mating.

20.♗e4!

By neutralising the enemy light-squared bishop, White ensures his pieces greater room for manoeuvre.

20…♗c8 21.exd6 ♗f8 22.♗f3 f5

[image: images]

Otherwise, the white knight comes to e4, but now White exploits the greater weakening of the black kingside:

23.b4! ♕xb4 24.♘d5! ♕c5 25.♘c7 ♘b8 26.♘xe8 ♖xe8 27.♕d3

Black resigned.


78 **

Pal Benko

Mikhail Tal

Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade ct 1959 (7)

[image: images]



The squares around the white king are weak, and without wasting any time on preparation, Black breaks through to them, saving an important tempo on the preparatory move …g6-g5.

25…f4! 26.♖b8

Other replies also offer no chance of salvation:

26.gxf4 ♕h4 27.♕xd6 ♗h3 28.f5 ♖xf5;

26.exf4 e3!;

26.♘e2 fxg3 27.hxg3 ♕f6 28.♗e1


[image: images]

analysis diagram



28…g5!, with the threat …♕f6-f3 and …♗c8-h3.

26…♗h3 27.♖xf8+ ♕xf8 28.exf4 ♕b8 29.♘e2 ♕b1+

White resigned.


79 **

Lev Polugaevsky

2620

Lubomir Ftacnik

2475

Luzern ol 1982 (5)

[image: images]



White’s set-up looks rather suspicious – his ♖a1 should be on c1 or f1. In addition, White’s other pieces are not pointing at the kingside, so the ♗b2 is not very effectively placed. Black lands a couple of mighty blows against the rather scattered white forces:

19…d5! 20.cxd5

20.e5 ♘e4 21.♘xe4 dxe4 22.♘d4 h4 is also in Black’s favour.

20…h4!!

For the moment, White is a pawn up, but his position collapses, due to the lack of supports.

21.♘xh4 ♘xh4 22.gxh4 ♕xf4 23.dxe6 fxe6

[image: images]

24.e5

This attempt to plug the dark squares fails, because the white king is too open.

24…♗c5+ 25.♔h1 ♘h5 26.♕xh5 ♕g3 27.♘d5 ♖xd5 28.♖f1 ♕xg2+ 29.♔xg2 ♖d2+

White resigned, because of 30.♔g3 ♖g2+ 31.♔f4 ♖f8+.


80 **

Aleksander Sznapik

2445

Andras Adorjan

2580

Dortmund 1984 (8)

[image: images]



Without worrying about the loss of a pawn, the black knight has come to g4, so as to provoke White into surrendering his light-squared bishop. In the same vein, he lands a blow on the light squares:

10…d5!

Black creates the unpleasant threats …♕d8-b6 and …♗f8-c5.

11.♘xc6

White takes the decision to give up the centre and win a pawn.

Another possibility was to answer a blow with a blow, by the move 11.g6, trying to open up the black king. However, after 11…♕xh4 (exceptionally sharp play results from 11…♗c5 12.gxf7+ ♔f8 13.♗xg4 ♗xd4 14.♗f3 ♕xh4 15.♕e2 ♘e5) 12.gxf7+ ♔xf7 13.♗xg4 hxg4 14.♗e3 ♗b4, Black’s chances are preferable.

11…bxc6 12.♗xg4 hxg4 13.♕xg4 d4 14.♘e2 e5 15.♕g3

[image: images]

15…♗d6

For the pawn, Black gets a space advantage and the two bishops, the light-squared of which is especially strong, as it has no opponent.

16.f4

Opening central lines plays into Black’s hands, so it was better to play 16.g6 f6 (unclear play results from 16…f5 17.♕b3) 17.♖h1, with the idea of h4-h5.

16…♗a6 17.fxe5 ♗b4+

Black also has the advantage after 17…♕a5+ 18.♗d2 ♕xe5 19.♕xe5+ ♗xe5 20.♖h1 ♖b8.

18.♗d2

More chances of a successful defence were offered by 18.c3 dxc3 19.bxc3 ♗c5 20.♖g2, with the idea of ♘e2-f4 – despite the fact that White’s king is in the centre, it is not so easy to attack, as all the entry squares are covered.

18…♗xd2+ 19.♔xd2 ♕a5+ 20.♔d1 0-0-0 21.♘f4 ♕xe5 22.♕g4+

The pin on the knight does not look dangerous, and he should not have spent time escaping from it.

The move 22.♔d2, connecting the rooks, gave chances of a successful defence.

22…♔b8 23.a4

Such a slow move, hoping to bring the rook into play via a3, is an impermissible luxury in a position of such an open character.

[image: images]

23…d3! 24.c3 d2!

White’s scattered forces and the weak light squares decide the game.

25.g6 ♗c4 26.♘g2 f5 27.♕f4 ♕xf4 28.♘xf4 ♖xh4 29.♘g2 ♗b3+ 30.♔e2 ♖xe4+

0-1


81 **

Vasily Smyslov

Paul Keres

Zurich ct 1953 (9)

[image: images]



Black has not yet managed to castle. With the help of a breakthrough in the centre, White exploits this, not worrying about the c3-pawn.

14.d5! e5

Now, both black bishops are shut in, whilst White gets a strong passed pawn, supported by his pieces. But simplifying the position also does not solve the problems, as after 14…cxb2 15.♗xb2 ♗xb2 16.♕xb2 ♕f6 17.♕e2 (White’s advantage looks less significant after 17.♕xf6 ♘xf6 18.dxe6 fxe6 19.♘g5 c4 20.♗xc4 ♗d5) 17…0-0 18.dxe6 ♗xf3 19.♕xf3 fxe6 20.♕xf6 ♘xf6 21.♖ac1, White retains excellent winning chances in the ending.

15.bxc3 0-0

[image: images]

16.♘d2!

From here, the knight is ready to occupy one of two wonderful squares on c4 or e4.

16…♗e7

On 16…♗g5, the strongest move is again 17.♘c4, creating the threat of ♗b3-a4.

17.♘c4 a5

An attempt to activate his bishop via a6, but now a pawn is lost.

18.♘xe5

White could also refrain from taking the pawn, and strengthen the position of his pieces even further: 18.♖b1 ♗a6 19.d6 ♗g5 20.♗xg5 ♕xg5 21.♕e4, with an overwhelming position.

18…♘xe5 19.♕xe5 ♗f6

More tenacious was 19…♗d6, organising a blockade of the passed pawn.

20.♕g3 c4 21.♗a4

He also wins with 21.♗xc4 ♖c8 22.♕d3 ♕c7 23.♖b1 ♕xc4 24.♕xc4 ♖xc4 25.♖xb7 ♖xc3 26.d6 – the pawn reaches d7, paralysing Black.

21…♕e7 22.♗f4 ♖fd8 23.d6 ♕e4 24.♖e1 ♕f5 25.d7 h5 26.♖e8+ ♔h7 27.h4 ♖a6 28.♗g5 ♖xd7 29.♗xd7 ♕xd7 30.♖ae1 ♖d6 31.♗xf6 ♖xf6 32.♕b8 ♖f5 33.♖h8+ ♔g6 34.♖d8 ♕b5 35.♖d6+ ♔h7 36.♖d8 ♕c5 37.♖e3 ♗d5 38.♖h8+ ♔g6 39.♕d8 ♗f3 40.♖xf3 ♖xf3 41.gxf3

Black resigned.


82 ***

Alexander Ipatov

2630

Vladimir Kramnik

2793

Antalya Wch tt 2013 (6)

[image: images]



White is extremely cramped, with his biggest problem being his knights – one is stuck on the edge of the board and has no moves at all, and the other is restricted to the first two ranks. Even so, the position is very closed, so it is not so easy to realise Black’s advantage. One possible plan is to put a rook on b8, transfer the bishop to c7 and the queen to d8, thus attacking the ♘a5. In reply, White would probably have to put his queen on a3, and then Black could take on a5, and try to arrange …b5-b4. But this all takes a long time, and such a plan needs to be implemented very carefully. Instead, Black realised that the white pieces are so uncoordinated that Black can permit himself a positional piece sacrifice:

29…e5!! 30.dxe5 ♘xe5 31.fxe5 ♕xe5 32.♘f1 ♗g7 33.a3

More tenacious was 33.♔d2, after which there could follow 33…♗g6, followed by …♖b6-e6 and …♗g7-f6, preparing pressure on the pawn at e3.

33…♕xc3+ 34.♕xc3 ♗xc3

Despite his extra piece, White is helpless – his pieces have no squares, and Black is organising pressure down the e-file.

35.♗d1 ♖e6 36.♗c2 ♗g6 37.♘d2 ♖xe3 38.♖d1 ♗f6 39.♖hh1 d4 40.♖de1 ♖he7 41.♖xe3 ♖xe3

White resigned.


83 ***

Vladimir Kramnik

2810

Levon Aronian

2809

London ct 2013 (5)

[image: images]



24.♖xc8!

In giving up the c-file, White turns his full attention to the kingside. This is stronger than the game continuation 24.♕xd5, after which Black saved half a point by stubborn defence.

24…♖xc8 25.♕xf5 ♖c7

25…♖a8 allows 26.♕d7 ♔f8 27.h4!?, and the d5-pawn is irrelevant (27.♗xd5 ♖a7). After 27…♖a7 28.♕xd5 ♕xd5 29.♗xd5 ♔e8 30.♗c4, White has a large advantage.

[image: images]

26.e6!!

The pawn sacrifices itself, so as to open lines for attack. Both players missed this possibility.

26…fxe6

26…f6 27.♗xd5 cannot suit Black.

27.♕h5

Penetration to e8 is threatened.

27…h6

After 27…♗f8 28.♕e8 ♘f7 29.♕xe6 ♖e7 30.♕f5, White’s two bishops will destroy the position in a few moves.

The key idea is seen after 27…♕b5 28.♗e4!, exploiting the position of the black queen: 28…h6 29.♗xh6+–.

After 27…g6 28.♕e5 ♖d7 29.♗h6, the black bishop has no retreat square: 29…♗d6 30.♕xd6 ♖xd6 31.♖f8#.

28.♗xh6 ♗f6

28…gxh6 29.♕g6+ ♔h8 30.♕xh6+ ♔g8 31.♗h3+–.

29.♖xf6! gxf6 30.♕g6+ ♔h8 31.♕xf6+ ♔h7 32.h4!

32.♕xd8? ♕a1+=.

32…♖f7 33.♕xd8 ♔xh6 34.♕h8+ ♔g6 35.h5+ ♔g5 36.♕e5+ ♔h6 37.♕xe6+

Winning.

Additional material

Alekhine-Podgorny, Prague 1943

Geller-Spassky, Riga 1958

Smyslov-Karpov, Leningrad 1971

Petrosian-Karpov, Moscow 1973

Van Wely-Kir. Georgiev, Groningen 1997 – White’s 18th move

Novikov-Nikolaev, Kharkov 1968 – Black’s 12th move

Fressinet-Svidler, Moscow 2003 – Black’s 23rd move

Vitiugov-Shorokhov, Rybinsk 2004 – White’s 18th move

Onischuk-Malakhov, Poikovsky 2004 – White’s 29th move

Kramnik-Radjabov, Linares 2003 – White’s 22nd move

Kasparov-Anand, Tilburg 1991 – White’s 12th move





Chapter 16

Destroying the enemy pawn centre

When one side has a pawn centre, he needs to worry about its solidity. A sudden blow against it, often involving a sacrifice, can sharply change the course of the game. After all, once the centre has been destroyed, one’s pieces can often prove to be scattered and poorly coordinated with each other.


84 *

Anatoly Lependin

Konstantin Landa

Krasnoyarsk ch-RUS 2003 (6)
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It appears that White has pressure. He has seized space on the queenside, and is prepared to drive the knight away from e4. Black is aided by a tactical blow, which destroys the white centre.

15…♘exc5!

The continuation 15…♘xe5? 16.dxe5 f5 17.f3 ♘g5 18.e3 suits White’s plans.

16.♘xc6

He does not equalise after 16.♘xd7 ♘xd7 17.♕xc6 ♘b6 18.♕c1 ♖c8 19.♕d1 ♘c4 20.b3 ♘d6! 21.a3 ♕b6 22.♕d2 ♖c7, with advantage to Black.

16…♕f6 17.dxc5

After 17.♕d2 ♗b5 18.♘xa5 ♖xa5 19.dxc5 ♖a4 20.♖c1 ♖c8 21.e4 ♘e5 22.exd5 exd5, Black has a very strong initiative, thanks to the undeveloped white pieces.

Relatively best was 17.♘xa5 ♕xd4! 18.♘c6 ♕c4, after which Black is only slightly better.

17…♖fc8

It turns out that White must return the piece.

18.♘xa5

Another possibility was 18.♕a4, also leading to a black advantage: 18…♘xc5 19.♕xa5 ♖xc6 20.♕xb4

[image: images]

20…♗xe2! 21.♕c3 (not 21.♖xe2, because of 21…♘d3 22.♕b7 (22.♕d2 ♖c1+ 23.♗f1 ♕f3! 24.♕xc1 ♘xc1 25.♖e1 ♘d3–+) 22…♖c1+ 23.♗f1 ♖f8 24.♕b6 ♕f3 25.♘d2 ♖xf1+ 26.♘xf1 ♕xe2 27.b3 ♖c8[image: images]) 21…♗c4! – Black stands better on account of the activity of his pieces.

18…♖xc5 19.♕a4 ♕xb2 20.♕xd7

On 20.♘b3, there follows 20…♖b5!, with the idea of trapping the queen with …♘b6.

20…♖xa5 21.e4?

More tenacious was 21.♘a3 ♕xa3 22.e4 ♗c4 23.exd5 ♗xd5[image: images].

21…♕xa1 22.exd5 ♗c4 23.d6 ♗d5 24.♖c1 h6 25.♗f1 ♕d4 26.♖c7 ♖f8 27.♕e7 ♖aa8

All of White’s threats have been repulsed and Black has a material advantage. White resigned.


85 **

Artur Jussupow

2620

Stefan Kindermann

2500

Germany Bundesliga 1997/98 (8)

[image: images]



16.♘xe5!

A simple but effective tactical blow – the black centre immediately collapses.

The decision taken is much more pragmatic than the move 16.h4!?[image: images], which requires much more calculation.

16…♘dxe5 17.♗xe5!

Very inaccurate was 17.f4? ♗e6 18.fxe5 f4!, with practical compensation.

17…♗xe5

After 17…♘xe5 18.♘c4 ♕e6 19.f4[image: images] Black is simply a pawn down.

18.♘c4

It turns out that Black has to return the piece.

18…♗xh2+

Also bad was 18…♕e6 19.f4 ♘xf4 20.♘xe5 ♔h7 21.♕f3 ♘g6 22.♘xg6 ♕xg6 23.♖e7+ ♖f7 24.♖ae1+–.

19.♔xh2 ♕f7 20.♘e5 ♘xe5 21.♖xe5 ♕f6

Other continuations do not improve Black’s position:

21…f4 22.♕d4!+–;

21…♗d7 22.♕d4 ♔h7 23.♕b4 ♖ae8 24.♖xe8 ♕xe8 25.♕xb7[image: images];

21…♗e6 22.♕d4 ♖ad8 23.♕xa7[image: images].

22.♕d5+ ♔h8 23.♖ae1

To all Black’s other woes is added the fact that he cannot bring out the ♗c8.

23…♕d6 24.♕xd6 cxd6 25.♖e7+– f4 26.♗d3 ♗f5 27.♗xf5 ♖xf5 28.♖xb7 f3 29.g4 ♖g5 30.♔g3 h5 31.♖e4 ♖ag8 32.♖xa7 ♖xg4+ 33.♖xg4 ♖xg4+ 34.♔xf3 ♖g5 35.♖f7

Black resigned.


86 ***

Igor Ivanov

Vitaly Tseshkovsky

Yerevan 1977 (8)
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The white pieces are idling on the queenside and the ♘a4 is attacked – this allows a crushing blow:

22…♖xe3!!

When taking on a4 last move, White probably counted only on 22…♗xd3 23.♖xd3 ♖xa4 24.♕xa4 ♘xb2 25.♕b3 ♘xd3 26.♗xd3, with equality.

23.fxe3 ♘xe3 24.♕b3

On 24.♕d2, there would follow 24…♗xd4 25.♔h1 ♖xa4 – White is not mated, but Black completely dominates, as well as winning material.

24…♗xd4 25.♔h1 ♕h4!

The white pieces cannot come to the aid of their king, as they are too far away. The extra rook does not help, either.

26.♘dc5 ♕f2 27.♖g1 ♗h3 28.♕xe3 ♗xe3 29.♘d3 ♕h4

White resigned.


87 ***

Bartlomiej Macieja

2582

Vasily Ivanchuk

2731

Moscow Wch rapid playoff 2001 (2)
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The white king is caught in the centre, but the black pieces are restricted and have no developing moves. The only way to develop involves a knight sacrifice, which in fact is very strong:

14…♘dxe5!

The other version of the sacrifice looks a little weaker: 14…♘xd4 15.♘xd4 ♘xe5 16.♗c2 – here White’s pieces are more active, and the ♘g1 is ready to come into the game.

15.dxe5 ♘xe5 16.♗c2

It is understandable that White wishes to preserve his bishop from exchange, but this retreat loses time, which White has little of as it is.

After the correct move 16.♕e2! ♘xd3+ 17.♕xd3 ♗d7 18.♘e2, White would have more pieces taking part in the game.

16…♗d7

16…♘g4 17.♕d4 ♕xd4 18.♘xd4 ♘f2 19.♖h2 ♗d6 20.g3 ♗xg3 21.♖g2 ♘h1+ 22.♔d2 e5 23.♘de2 ♗f2[image: images]. The position is an endgame, but Black attacks as though it were a middlegame!

[image: images]

17.♕e2

Now, Black gets more time and is able to bring his last piece into the attack.

It was essential to play 17.♕d4!, trying to ease the defence a little by exchanges. After 17…♗c5 (also interesting is the transition to an ending, so as to gain additional time for development: 17…♕xd4 18.♘xd4 ♖ac8 19.♘ge2 ♘g4[image: images] – the central pawns are ready to advance) 18.♕xe5 ♗xg1 19.♕e2 ♖ac8↑,


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Black has a strong initiative, but White can still resist.

17…♖ac8!

Development above all! Admittedly, 17…♘g4 was almost as good.

18.♗xh7+

Incorrect, but White stands badly anyway.

18…♔xh7 19.♕xe5 ♗d6 20.♗e3 ♕b3 21.♘d2

[image: images]

21…♖f1+!

A simple intermediate check, which White had probably missed from afar.

22.♔xf1 ♕d3+ 23.♔f2 ♗xe5 24.♘gf3 ♗xb2 25.♖ab1 ♖c2 26.♖hd1 e5 27.g3 ♗g4

White resigned.

Additional material

Tal-Hjartarson, Reykjavik 1987





Chapter 17

A blow at the most heavily-defended point

It often happens that a player, having securely defended a certain point, ‘forgets’ about it, thinking that it is already ‘his’. And a blow on that very point is a typical chess device. The blow can be decisive or just helpful, such as deflecting enemy pieces before landing a decisive blow elsewhere, or freeing space for one’s own pieces. One can free squares, lines or diagonals, depending on the situation. Sometimes, one can exploit tactical nuances to put a piece that cannot be taken on that square, so as to create threats. One must always pay attention to the opponent’s possibilities, even on the most heavily-defended part of the board!


88 *

Konstantin Sakaev

2635

Rinat Zhumabaev

2442

Zvenigorod 2008 (3)
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14.c5!

This blow is possible thanks to the offside knight on h5, which Black put there to drive away the white bishop from f4.

14…d5 15.cxb6

Of course, the b6-pawn will soon be recaptured, but White strives to sell it as expensively as possible.

15…♘hf6 16.♖ac1 ♖c8 17.♘a4 ♗c6 18.♘d4!

Black will regain the pawn, but at the cost of exchanging off his most valuable piece, and now he will suffer for the rest of the game from the weakness of c6.

18…♗xa4 19.♕xa4 ♖xc1 20.♖xc1 ♕xb6

[image: images]

21.♘b3!

Why bother calculating long variations involving the knight jump into the enemy camp, when we can simply force a favourable endgame? With the c-file and two bishops, it will be easy to realise white pluses in the endgame.

21…♕b5 22.♕xb5 axb5 23.♘d4 b4

Preferable was 23…♖a8, but here too, after 24.♘c6 (weaker is 24.a3 b4 25.♘c6 bxa3! 26.♘xe7+ ♔f8 27.bxa3 ♔xe7 28.♗d2 ♔d8 29.♗b4, although even here White has the advantage) 24…♗d6 25.a3, Black has a difficult endgame.

24.♘c6 ♗d6 25.♗d2 b3 26.axb3 ♖a8 27.♗a5 ♔f8 28.b4 ♘e5 29.e3 ♘xc6 30.♖xc6 ♔e7 31.♗f1 ♘d7 32.♔g2

White unhurriedly strengthens his position. In his plans for the near future is seizing space with his pawns on the kingside. Over time, the black pieces will become tied down and, in addition, he will contract pawn weaknesses. It must be said that such a device is typical, especially when one has more space or the bishop pair.

32…♘e5 33.♖c2 ♖a7 34.h3

I repeat once again that White is in no hurry, as Black has no counterplay. For the moment, he just takes the square g4 from the black knight.

34…h5 35.f4 ♘d7 36.♖c6 g6 37.♔f3 ♘b8 38.♖c8 ♔d7 39.♖d8+ ♔e7 40.♖c8 ♔d7 41.♖c1 ♔e7 42.g4 hxg4+ 43.hxg4

Black could have resigned, but he lost on time.
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It is obvious that White’s chances are tied up with play on the light squares. The e5-square is covered by two black pawns, but not actually blockaded! Consequently, White clears the diagonal, and brings his queen into the attack with decisive effect:

32.e5! dxe5

The counterattack on the h-file does not work: 32…♖xh2+ 33.♔xh2 ♖h8+ 34.♗h3!.

33.♘f5!+ gxf5 34.♖g3+ ♔f8 35.♕xf5 ♕f4 36.♕g6 ♖a7 37.♖h3 ♖xh3 38.♕g8+ ♔e7 39.d6+

Black resigned, because after 39…♗xd6 40.♕f7+ ♔d8 41.♖xd6+ he is mated.
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White’s entire strategy revolves around using the d5-square as an outpost for his pieces. For the sake of this, he has gone in for a positional queen sacrifice. Undoubtedly, if White manages to castle queenside, exchange a pair of knights and entrench his bishop on d5, his pawn structure will be ideal. The e4-pawn and ♗d5 will defend each other, and the d3-square will be used as a transfer point to bring a rook to the queenside, to attack the black pawns there.

Therefore, Black plays a counter-sacrifice, to sow disharmony in the white position:

16…d5! 17.exd5

The white pawn, lacking piece support, is not dangerous.

17…♗b4 18.0-0-0 ♗xc3 19.d6 ♕c6 20.bxc3 ♕xc3 21.♖he1 0-0 22.g5

This does not help, but after other continuations too, Black puts a rook on d8 and takes the d-pawn.

22…hxg5 23.♗xg5 ♖d8 24.♔b1 ♖xd6 25.♖xd6 ♕xe1+ 26.♔b2 ♕b4 27.♖d8+ ♔h7 28.c3 ♕e7

and Black realised his material advantage.
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On the d-file, the ♗d7 and ♕d2 can come under fire, whilst the same can happen to the black king along the f-file. Apart from the threat of opening these lines, after the move…

22.e5!

there is also a threat to bring the knight to e4.

22…♗c6

This allows the f-file, on which the king stands, to be opened, which should not have been allowed in any circumstances. Consequently, a more tenacious defence was 22…exf5, after which the strongest resort is 23.exd6 (23.♖e2 ♕d4 24.exd6 ♗xd6 25.♗f3 ♕f4 leads to a double-edged battle, with only a small advantage to White; 23.♖d1 ♕xc2 24.exd6 ♗d8 25.♗f3 ♖g6 26.♗xb7 retains the advantage, but Black gets counterplay) 23…♕xd6 24.♖d1 ♕c7 25.♘d5 – the white attack will henceforth develop almost of its own accord.

23.♖e2 ♕g5 24.fxe6 fxe6 25.exf6 ♗xf6 26.♘e4 ♗xe4 27.♖xe4 ♖xc2 28.♖xe6 ♖f2

More tenacious was 28…♔g7, after which the cleanest win is 29.♖exf6 ♕xf6 30.♕d3 ♖d2 31.♕g3+ ♕g5 32.♖f7+ ♔h8 33.♕c3+ ♕e5 34.♕xd2 ♕xh5 35.♖xb7.

29.♖e8+ ♔g7 30.♖xg8+ ♔xg8 31.♕c8+ ♔g7 32.♖xf2

Black resigned.
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On the board, we have a structure typical of many Sicilian variations [Although the game actually began as a Dutch Defence! – Translator’s note]. Black has managed to exchange a lot of pieces and his position is not really cramped. Even so, he has some worries over the d6-pawn. If Black does not come up with some decisive action, his position could become difficult.

25…♗xe4!!

The preliminary pawn exchange 25…axb4 26.axb4 would be to Black’s benefit, but White can recapture with 26.♕xb4!?, cutting off the combination at the roots.

Of course, the strongest now is

26.♗xe4!

The queen is untouchable, because of 26.bxc5 ♖f1+ 27.♖xf1 ♖xf1#. In the game, White lost his head: 26.♖xe4??, which loses. 26…♖f1+ 27.♗xf1 ♖xf1+ 28.♔g2 ♕f2+ 29.♔h3 ♖h1.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



If White had a bishop on e4, instead of a rook, Black would not have this move. 30.♖f3 ♕xh2+ 31.♔g4 ♕h5+ 32.♔f4 ♕h6+ 33.♔g4 g5 34.♖xe6 ♕xe6+ 35.♖f5 (after 35.♔xg5 h6+ 36.♔f4 ♖e1, Black has equal material and a decisive attack on the weak king – the dream of every player! 37.♖e3 (37.g4 ♖e4+ (a quicker way to the target is 37…♖g1) 38.♔g3 axb4 39.axb4 ♖xc4 40.♕d2 ♖xg4+, winning) 37…♕f7+ 38.♔g4 (38.♔e4 ♕g6+ 39.♔d5 ♖d1+ –+) 38…♕g6+ 39.♔f4 ♕g5+ 40.♔e4 ♕g4+ 41.♔d5 ♖d1+ 42.♖d3 ♕f5+ 43.♔d4 ♕e5#)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



35…h6 36.♕d3 ♔g7 37.♔f3 ♖f1+ 38.♕xf1 ♕xf5+ 39.♔g2 ♕xf1+ 40.♔xf1 axb4 41.axb4 ♔f6 42.♔f2 h5, and White resigned.

26…♖f1+ 27.♖xf1 ♖xf1+ 28.♔g2 ♖g1+

An important move. It is tempting to play 28…♕g1+ 29.♔h3 ♖f2, putting White’s king to flight.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



A) 30.♖xd6 ♕f1+ (30…♖xh2+ 31.♔g4 h5+ 32.♔g5+–) 31.♔h4 ♕e2! 32.♖xe6 ♔f7!! allows Black to hope to save himself: 33.♗d5 ♖xh2+ 34.♔g5 ♕h5+ 35.♔f4 ♖f2+ 36.♔e3 ♖e2+ 37.♔d3 ♖xe6 38.♗xe6+ ♔xe6, with equality.

B) 30.♖f3 ♖xh2+ 31.♔g4 h5+ 32.♔g5! (32.♔f4? ♖h4+ 33.gxh4 e5+ 34.♔f5 ♕g4#) 32…♕b6! 33.♔g6!, chased by the black pieces, the white king counterattacks! In any event, he threatens mate in one (if 33.♔f4 ♕c7! Black has a threat of perpetual check, at least; 33.♕d3 ♕d8+ 34.♔g6 (34.♔f4 e5+ 35.♔e3 ♕g5+–+) 34…♕e8+ 35.♔g5 ♕e7+=; 34.bxa5 ♕d8+ 35.♔f4 ♖e2 36.♖e3 ♖f2+ 37.♖f3 ♖e2=) 34…♕c7 35.♖f1! ♕e7 36.♕f3 ♖h3! 37.♕g2 ♕e8+ 38.♔g5 ♕e7+ 39.♔f4 ♕f6+ 40.♔e3 ♕c3+ 41.♗d3 ♕e5+ 42.♕e4 ♖xg3+ 43.♖f3, White is better, but Black keeps excellent chances of a draw;

C) But White can play 30.♔g4!!, an excellent example of the theme of ‘Prophylaxis’. This is the only move that refutes Black’s idea: 30…h5+ (30…♕xh2 31.♖xd6+–; 30…♕f1 31.♖f3 h5+ 32.♔h4!+–)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



C1)31.♔xh5?! throws away the advantage: 31…♕xh2+ 32.♔g4 g6!!, winning a hugely important tempo to create threats against the white king: 33.♗xg6 ♕h6 34.♗e4 (34.♗e8 e5 35.♖f3 ♕e6+ 36.♔g5 ♕e7+ 37.♔f5 ♕f8+ 38.♔e4 ♖xf3 39.♕xf3 ♕xe8=) 34…♖h2! 35.♖d5!, and only this move holds relative equality: 35…♕h3+ 36.♔f3 ♕f1+ 37.♔g4 exd5 38.♗xd5+ ♔f8 39.♔g5!∞;

C2)31.♔g5! ♕f1 32.♖f3! ♕h3 33.♖f4! e5 34.♗f5+–.

29.♔f3 ♕h5+

[image: images]

30.♔f4!

Necessary bravery. White provokes Black to advance the e-pawn.

The ‘solid’ 30.♔e3? loses: 30…♕xh2 31.♕d2 ♕xg3+ 32.♔e2 (32.♔d4 ♕e5+ 33.♔e3 ♖g4 34.♖d4 d5 and Black wins) 32…♕h2+ 33.♔e3 ♕h4! 34.♖d4 ♖a1! – White cannot avoid further material losses.

30…♖f1+

Black has kept his attack, but after a series of only moves, we have a drawn ending.

30…e5+ 31.♔e3 ♕xh2 (31…♕h6+ 32.♔f3 ♕h5+=) 32.♗d5+ (with the pawn on e6, White would not have this possibility) 32…♔h8 33.♔e4!!, and a raid into the heart of the enemy position saves White.

30…g5+ 31.♔e3 ♕xh2 32.♕f6! (the only move, but sufficient for a draw) 32…♖e1+ 33.♔d4 ♕b2+ 34.♖c3 ♕d2+ 35.♖d3 ♕b2+ 36.♖c3=.

31.♖f3! axb4 32.axb4 ♖c1 33.♕d3 ♖e1! 34.♕xd6 g5+ 35.♔e5 ♕xf3 36.♕xe6+ ♕f7 37.♕xf7+ ♔xf7 38.c5! ♔e7 39.♔f5=
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1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 e6 3.♘f3 b6 4.g3 ♗b7 5.♗g2 g6

Quite an original way of handling the Queen’s Indian Defence. Black aims for a non-standard, doubled-edged position, where play is for three results.

6.♘c3 ♘e4

The standard reaction to the move ♘c3 in most Queen’s Indian variations.

More solid is 6…♗g7 7.♕c2 0-0 8.0-0 d5, reaching a cross between a Queen’s Indian and a Grünfeld.

[image: images]

7.d5! ♗b4

7…♘xc3 8.♕d4! shows the minuses of an early …g7-g6: 8…♖g8 9.♕xc3 exd5 10.♕e5+ [image: images].

8.0-0 ♘xc3 9.bxc3 ♗xc3 10.♗h6!

Stopping Black castling.

10…d6

Accepting the sacrifice at once is dangerous. After 10…♗xa1 11.♕xa1 f6 12.♘g5!, White develops a very strong attack. For example, 12…♖g8 13.♘e4! ♔f7 14.dxe6+ dxe6 15.♖d1 ♕e7 16.♘g5+ fxg5 17.♗xb7 ♘d7 18.♗xg5+–.

11.♘g5 e5 12.♘e4

12.♖b1[image: images].

12…♗xa1 13.♕a4+ c6

For the moment, Black is saved by this check-blocking pawn.

13…♘d7 14.♗g5 ♕c8 15.♘f6+ ♔f8 16.♘xd7+ +–.

14.♕a3 ♗b2

14…c5 15.♕a4+ +– – now, there is nothing with which to block.

15.♕xb2 f5

15…cxd5 16.cxd5 ♗xd5 17.♘f6+ ♕xf6 18.♗xd5+–.

[image: images]

16.♘c5!

A blow on the strongest point.

The continuation 16.♗g5 ♕c7 17.♘f6+ ♔f7 gives White nothing.

16…♕e7

16…bxc5 17.♕xb7 ♘d7 18.dxc6+–;

16…dxc5 17.♕xe5+ ♕e7 18.♕xh8+ +–.

17.♘xb7 ♕xb7

He loses after 17…c5 18.♘xd6+! ♕xd6 19.♗g7 ♖f8 20.♗xe5 ♕d7 21.e4 ♘a6 22.♗f6 fxe4 23.♗h3 ♕xh3 24.♕e5+ ♔d7 25.♕e7+ +–.

18.c5!

Another blow, which allows White to break through to the enemy king.

18…cxd5

18…♕c7 19.cxd6 ♕xd6 20.♗g7 ♖g8 21.♗xe5 ♕c5 22.♖c1+–.

[image: images]

19.♖d1

White’s threats are even stronger after 19.cxd6 ♘d7 20.♖d1 0-0-0 21.♗xd5 ♕a6 22.♕c3+ ♘c5 23.♕xe5 ♖he8 24.d7+! ♘xd7 25.♗e6, with an irresistible attack.

19…♘c6 20.♗xd5 0-0-0 21.cxb6! ♔d7

21…axb6 22.♖c1+–.

22.♗e3 axb6 23.♕b5 ♖a8

[image: images]

In this position, White missed the chance to land a third blow on the most well-defended square. He wins convincingly after…

24.♗c5!

In the game, there followed 24.a4 ♖hc8 25.♕c4 ♕a6 26.♗e6+ ♔c7 27.♕h4 ♕xa4 28.♕xh7+ ♔b8 29.♖b1, and White went on to win anyway.

24…♖hc8 25.♗xd6 ♖a5 26.♕c4 ♘d4 27.♕xd4! exd4 28.♗xb7 ♖c4 29.♗f4 ♔e6

29…♖xa2 30.♗d5+–.

30.♖d2 ♖ca4 31.♗f3

With a decisive advantage.
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Black has the advantage, since the white pieces are completely deprived of mobility. The ♗b2 is bad, but the biggest problem is the knight, which simply cannot be activated – there is no route by which to get it to d3. The question facing Black is how to break through. Preparing the advance …g7-g5-g4 is risky, as the king is opened up, and the white knight might in the future get into the game.

Black finds a great way of changing the structure on the queenside:

34…b4! 35.axb4

35.cxb4 ♗c2 36.♕d2 axb3[image: images]. Black will bring his bishop away from c2, and penetrate there with his rook.

35…a3 36.♗xa3

His problems are not solved by 36.♗a1 ♖xc3 37.♗xc3 ♖xc3 – the passed a-pawn is potentially dangerous, whilst there is still no path to activate the knight.

36…♖xc3 37.♔h2 ♖a8 38.♗b2

He has more chances of equalising with 38.♖a2, with the idea of ♖a2-a1 and ♗a3-b2, but it is psychologically hard to decide to pin oneself.

38…♖d3 39.♕c1

39.♖d2 ♗xb4 40.♖xd3 ♗xe1–+ leads to the loss of the exchange.

39…♖c8 40.♖c2

But here, the best defence was 40.♕a1!, although after 40…♕b7 (40…♖xb3 41.♕a2 ♖xb4 42.♕xd5 ♖b5 43.♕a2 ♗b4) 41.♗c1 ♕xb4, Black keeps the advantage.

40…♖xc2 41.♕xc2 ♗g6

Retaining a stable positional advantage, despite the pawn deficit.

He can win with the surprising 41…♖xf3! 42.♕e2 (42.♕d1 ♖f2 43.♕xh5+ ♔g8 44.♖e8+ ♗f8–+) 42…♖xh3+! 43.♔g1 ♗e4! 44.gxh3 ♕xh3–+.

42.♕f2 ♗xb4 43.♖e5

More tenacious was 43.♖a1 ♖xb3 44.♕e2[image: images], and it is possible somehow to resist.

Dynamics – trapping pieces

[image: images]

43…♖d1!

The ♗b2 is trapped, although nothing is attacking it.

44.♕e2 ♖b1 45.♖g5 ♕c6 46.♖e5 ♕c2 47.♖xh5+ ♔g8 48.♕e6+ ♗f7 49.♖h8+ ♔xh8 50.♕xf7 ♕c6 51.♗c3 ♗xc3 52.♕f8+ ♔h7 53.♕f5+ ♕g6

White resigned.
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15…e3!!

The attacked pawn sacrifices itself! The aim of this unexpected blow is to weaken the dark squares in White’s camp. Now, the e3-square, instead of being a strong square for White’s knight, becomes his main weakness instead.

There was no time to defend the central pawn, as after 15…♖e8 16.♘ec2 ♘f5 17.c5 b6 18.cxb6 ♘xb6 19.♖fe1 ♘d5 20.♕b2 ♘d6 21.♘b4, the advantage gradually dissipates. Although the white pieces are somewhat passive, his position is solid and has no weaknesses.

A tempting possibility was to bring the knight into the centre with 15…♘f5, but after this too, and 16.♘ec2 ♘xd4 17.♘xd4 ♗xd4 18.♗xd4 ♕xd4 19.♘c2 ♕d3 20.♘e3 ♖e8, the white kingside pawn structure is so solid, and the knight on e3 so well-placed, that it is hard to bring Black’s ♗c8 into the game. Here too, Black’s advantage is minimal.

16.fxe3

16.♘f3 exf2+ 17.♖xf2 ♘g4 18.♖ff1 c5 19.dxc5 ♘xc3 20.dxc3 ♘e3–+, and the difference in piece activity becomes decisive.

16.♘ec2 c5 17.dxc5 ♘xc3 18.dxc3 exf2+ 19.♖xf2 ♘g4[image: images].

16…c5

Without this blow, the previous move would just be a senseless loss of a pawn.

17.dxc5

Rather more tenacious was 17.♕b3! cxd4 18.exd4 ♗xd4+ 19.♔h1 ♘xc3 20.dxc3 ♗c5 21.♖d1, with an inferior, but defensible position.

17…♘xc3 18.dxc3

[image: images]

18…♕d2!

The dark squares start to creak.

19.♘b5

19.♖f2 ♕xc3–+.

19…♘g4 20.♘f3 ♕xe3+ 21.♔h1 ♘f2+ 22.♖xf2 ♕xf2 23.a4

Now, a tactical motif appears, as a result of which White cannot bring his knight to b5 and then d6, which is his only chance of counterplay. It was essential to play the surprising 23.a3!, and Black still has technical problems in realising his advantage.

23…♗d7!

Having put his bishop on c6, Black starts to exert pressure on the long diagonal, as well as solving his problem with the defence of the b7-pawn.

24.♘c7

[image: images]

24…♖xa4!

White resigned, because of 25.♖xa4 ♗h3! 26.♗xh3 ♕xf3+ 27.♔g1 ♗xc3–+.

Additional material

Browne-Ljubojevic, Tilburg 1978





Chapter 18

The solidity of the king’s cover

Having developed, one usually needs to castle early and not advance the pawns in front of the king, as well as leaving part of one’s forces to protect him. There are rare exceptions, such as when the king is safe enough in the centre, protected by a pawn mass, usually in closed positions.

Sometimes, one of the pawns protecting the king wants to get involved in the attack, but this needs to be done with extreme care, after thoroughly assessing the pros and cons. Often one can, with a fairly light heart, advance the rook’s pawn, as this is the pawn that is least necessary to defend the king, and can be strong in attack. This typical device is covered in Chapter 49: ‘The attack with the rook’s pawn’.

And what can happen when one forgets about the king’s safety will be dealt with in Chapter 50: ‘The breaking up of the king’s pawn protection’.
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1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.♘d2 dxe4 4.♘xe4 ♘d7 5.♗c4 ♘gf6 6.♘g5 e6 7.♕e2 ♘b6 8.♗b3 h6 9.♘5f3 a5 10.c3 c5 11.a3 ♕c7 12.♘e5 cxd4 13.cxd4 a4 14.♗c2 ♗d7 15.♘xd7 ♘bxd7 16.♕d1 ♗d6 17.♘e2 ♘d5 18.♗d2 b5 19.♘c3 ♘xc3 20.♗xc3 ♘f6 21.♕d3 ♘d5 22.♗d2

[image: images]

The b5-pawn hangs with check, and castling is impossible.

22…♔e7!

Of course, the cautious 22…♕c4 was also possible, but the developing move chosen by Black is stronger, as it connects the rooks, and keeps the possibility of …♕c7-c4 in reserve. Of course, Black did not forget about the question of his king’s safety in the centre – the move is possible because of the fixed pawn structure. In addition, Black has already exchanged White’s knights – with them still on the board, there would be tactical motifs.

23.♖c1

Like Black, White also needs to refrain from castling, because of the loss of the h2-pawn. He has to go in for exchanges, which are unfavourable – after all, White has an isolated pawn, and his queenside pawns are fixed on dark squares.

23…♕c4

[image: images]

24.♔e2!

An endgame cannot be avoided, so the king may as well stay in the centre, even though he could have castled. White is concentrating on holding the draw.

24…♖hb8 25.g3!

It is useful to rule out Black’s knight exploiting the f4-square. In addition, the light-squared bishop is without an opponent, and his pawns therefore belong on dark squares.

25…♕xd3+ 26.♗xd3!

White intends to jettison a pawn, but eliminate his weaknesses, and rely on his well-placed pieces to hold the draw.

The position after 26.♔xd3 would be passive – defensible, but unpleasant.

26…b4 27.♖a1 bxa3 28.bxa3 ♖b3 29.♗c2 ♖xa3 30.♖xa3 ♗xa3 31.♖a1 ♗b2 32.♖xa4 ♖xa4 33.♗xa4 ♗xd4

[image: images]

34.f4!

When he gets his king to f3, White has the ideal defensive formation.

34…♔d6 35.♔f3 f5 36.h4 ♗b2 37.g4 fxg4+ 38.♔xg4 ♘f6+ 39.♔f3 ♘d5 40.♗c2 ♗f6 41.h5

Draw.
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White has a healthy extra pawn and excellent winning chances. Black would like to put his queen on e4, from which square it will be hard to dislodge.

26.f3?!

White stops the queen reaching e4, but seriously weakens not only his king’s protection, but also the second rank, which allows Black to develop counterplay.

Correct was 26.♕f5! g6 27.♕d3 ♕d5 (of course, not 27…♕e4? 28.♕xe4 ♖xe4 29.♔f1, and this rook ending should be lost for Black) 28.♖c1 (also possible is 28.b3 ♕a5 29.♖c1 ♕xa2 30.♖c8+ ♔h7 31.♕xd4 ♕b1+ 32.♔g2 ♕e4+ 33.♕xe4 ♖xe4 34.♖c7 ♔g7 35.♖xa7 ♖xe2 – such an ending with the b-pawn is very dangerous, and maybe simply lost for Black) 28…♕xa2


[image: images]

analysis diagram



29.♕xd4 (after the immediate 29.♖c8+ ♔h7 30.♕xd4 ♕b1+ 31.♔g2 ♕e4+ 32.♕xe4 ♖xe4 33.e3 ♖b4 34.♖c2 a5, Black manages to exchange the queenside pawns and make a draw) 29…♕e6 30.e3[image: images]. It is very hard for Black to defend, for example, 30…♕e5 31.♖c8+ ♔h7 32.♕d8 h5 33.b4 leads to the complete paralysis of the black army.

26…♕c8 27.♕d5 ♖d7 28.♕f5

[image: images]

28…g6?!

More accurate was 28…♖d8!

A) After the exchange, we reach an immediate draw: 29.♕xc8? ♖xc8 30.♖d1 (30.e3 ♖c2=; 30.♔f1 ♖c2 31.♖b1 (31.b4 ♖xa2 32.♖d1 a5=) 31…d3=) 30…♖c2 31.♖xd4 ♖xb2 32.♖a4 ♖xe2=;

B) 29.♕d3 ♕e6! (with tempo!) 30.a3! (on 30.b3, Black goes into a salvageable rook ending with 30…♕e3+! 31.♔f1 (31.♕xe3 dxe3 32.♔f1 ♖d2 33.♖c1 ♖xa2 34.♖c3 a5=) 31…♕xd3 32.exd3 ♖c8 33.a4 ♖c3=) 30…♕b6 (30…♕e3+ 31.♕xe3 dxe3 32.♔f1 ♖d2 33.♖b1 g5 34.b4 f5 requires further analysis) 31.b4! (31.♖b1 ♖e8 32.♔g2 ♖e3 33.♕d2 ♖b3=) 31…♖e8 32.♖d1 ♖e3 33.♕xd4 ♕xd4 34.♖xd4 ♖xa3. I think Black has very good chances of exchanging the queenside pawns and making a draw.

29.♕d3 ♖d5

[image: images]

30.e4?

Finally opening the second rank for the operation of the black pieces.

It was undoubtedly better to activate the rook: 30.♖d1! ♖e5 31.♖d2 ♕e6 32.b3 – Black has serious problems.

30…♖c5!

With the king weakened, Black can organise an attack!

31.♖e2

After 31.♕xd4, Black always has compensation, because of the weak white king: 31…♖c2 32.♕e3 ♕d7 (32…♖xb2 33.♖e2 ♖b1+ 34.♔g2 ♕c4[image: images]) 33.♖e2 ♕d1+ 34.♔f2 ♖c1 35.♖e1 ♖c2+ 36.♔g1 ♕d7 37.g4 ♖xb2 38.♖e2 ♕d1+ 39.♔f2 ♖b1 40.♔g3 ♕h1 41.e5 ♖g1+ 42.♔f4 (42.♔h3 ♖f1 43.♖g2 ♖e1 44.♕xa7 ♕f1 45.♕f2 ♕xf2 46.♖xf2 ♖xe5 47.a4 ♖e3 48.♖a2 ♖xf3+ 49.♔g2 ♖f6 50.a5 ♖a6 51.♔f3 ♔f8=) 42…♖g2=.

31…♖c4

After 31…♕h3 32.♕d1 d3 33.♖f2 (33.♖d2 ♕c8 34.♖xd3 ♖c1 35.♖d8+ ♔g7 36.♖xc8 ♖xd1+ 37.♔f2 ♖d2+=) 33…♕d7, and with such a pawn on d3, plus the weak white king, Black should not lose.

32.♔g2 ♕c5 33.e5 ♔g7 34.♕e4

White could have first ensured his king’s safety with 34.g4!? ♕d5 35.♔h3, and then advanced the f-pawn.

[image: images]

34…♖c1! 35.f4

Of course, not 35.e6? d3 36.♕xd3?? ♖g1+ 37.♔h3 ♕h5#.

35…♕c4 36.e6

White’s last winning chance was 36.b3! ♕c3 37.f5 d3 (37…gxf5 38.♕xf5 d3 39.♖f2 ♕c6+ 40.♕f3 ♕d7 41.e6! ♕xe6 42.♕xd3[image: images]) 38.f6+ ♔h7 39.♕d5 ♕c6 40.♕xc6 ♖xc6 41.♖e4! (41.♖e3 ♖c3 42.♖e4 g5 43.♔f3 ♔g6 44.g4 ♖c2 45.♖d4 ♖e2!=) 41…♖c2+ 42.♔f3, and here Black has two ways to draw:

A) 42…♖xh2 43.♖d4 g5 44.♖xd3 ♔g6 45.g4 ♖h3+ 46.♔e2 ♖h4 47.♖d4 h5 48.gxh5+ ♖xh5 49.♖a4 ♔f5 50.♖xa7 ♔xe5 51.♖xf7 ♖h2+ 52.♔f3 ♖xa2=;

B) 42…♖xa2 43.♖a4 ♖xh2 44.♖xa7 ♖e2 45.♖xf7+ ♔g8 46.♖g7+ ♔f8 47.♔f4 d2 48.♖d7 ♔e8 49.♖d6 ♔f7 50.b4 g5+ 51.♔f5 ♖f2+ 52.♔g4 ♔g6 53.f7+ ♔xf7 54.b5 ♔e7 55.b6


[image: images]

analysis diagram



55…♖f6!!. This variation is given just for the sake of showing this fantastic resource. 56.♖xd2 ♖xb6 57.♔h5 ♖b3 58.♖g2 ♔e6 59.♔xh6 g4! (59…♔xe5 60.♔xg5+–) 60.♔g5 ♖b4=.

36…fxe6 37.b3 ♕c5

It was also possible to go into the rook ending with 37…♕d5 38.♕xd5 exd5 39.♖d2 ♔f6. The white king cannot get across to the pawn on the d-file: 40.♔f3 (40.♖xd4 ♖c2+ 41.♔h3 ♖xa2 42.♖xd5 a5=) 40…♖c3+! 41.♔e2 ♖e3+ 42.♔f2 ♖e4=.

38.♕xe6 ♖c2 39.♕e4 ♖xe2+ 40.♕xe2 ♕c3 41.♕e7+ ♔g8 42.♕e4 d3 43.♕xg6+ ♔f8 44.f5

After 44.♕xh6+ ♔e7 45.♔f3 ♕c2, White has to give perpetual check, otherwise he cannot stop the black pawn.

44…♕c2+

44…d2? 45.f6 ♕c6+ 46.♔f2+–.

45.♔f3 d2 46.♕xh6+ ♔e8 47.♕e6+ ♔d8 48.♕d6+ ♔c8 49.♕e6+ ♔c7 50.♕e7+ ♔b6

½-½





Chapter 19

The attack with the rook’s pawn

In the middlegame, the attack with the rook’s pawn is usually used as a way of weakening the enemy king’s pawn protection. The rook’s pawn usually plays a relatively minor role in the protection of its own king, whereas in the attack, it can be a decisive strength. To attack successfully with the rook’s pawn, one usually needs very good control of what is happening in the centre, otherwise the flank attack invites the classic central counter.


98 *

Georg Seul

2447

Artur Jussupow

2610

Essen rapid 2000 (3)
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White has the advantage of the two bishops, and if he succeeds in completing his development and evicting the knight from d4 with the move c2-c3, he will have a clear advantage. Black should play resolutely, trying to exploit the active position of his pieces.

10…h5!

The idea of this is simple – if the pawn gets to h4, it will weaken the dark squares on the white kingside. On the other hand, if White reacts with h3-h4, he gives Black the square g4. One should also not forget that Black still has queenside castling at his disposal.

11.♗g5?!

The correct reaction was 11.♘e2 ♘xe2+! 12.♕xe2 h4 13.♔h2 (13.g4 ♘h7 14.c3 ♕e7=) 13…♕d7 14.g4 ♘h7 15.f4 ♕e7 16.♕f3 ♘f8, with an approximately equal game.

11…♘e6 12.♗xf6?!

Helping Black develop play on the dark squares. More sensible was 12.♗d2 h4 13.g4, or 12.♗e3, or even 12.♕d2 – after all of these choices, Black has a small advantage.

12.♕d2 ♘xg5 13.♕xg5 h4![image: images].

12…♕xf6

[image: images]

Black already has a significant advantage – one only needs to compare the bishops on g2 and c5.

13.♕f3 ♕h6 14.♘d5 h4 15.♔h2 c6 16.b4 ♗d4

Even stronger was 16…♗a7! 17.♘e3 ♘d4 18.♕g4 hxg3+ 19.♕xg3 ♘e2[image: images].

17.c3 cxd5 18.cxd4 ♘xd4 19.♕g4 hxg3+ 20.fxg3 0-0 21.♖ac1 dxe4

White resigned.
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10…h5!?

A typical device in the Paulsen Sicilian. The particular characteristic is the holding back of the pawns on d7 and e6. Thanks to the possibility of bringing the ♗f8 to a more active position than e7, this system has independent significance. With his last move, Black takes on considerable obligations – after the h-pawn moves, kingside castling is highly unlikely ever to be possible. On the other hand, Black has several concrete ideas, involving the knight coming to g4 and using the ♖h8. The h-pawn move is also useful if White should ever play f2-f4.

11.♘xc6

11.h3 ♘g4! does not defend against Black’s idea.

Correct is 11.f3, after which Black plays 11…h4, with a complicated game.

11…♗xc6 12.♗d4 h4 13.f4

It is important that after 13.h3 the white king is slightly weakened. For example, Black can play 13…♕f4!? (with the idea of …♗d6) 14.♗e3 ♕e5 (provoking White into advancing the f-pawn) 15.f4 ♕c7. The aim is achieved – White has weakened the square g3, at which the black knight is aiming.

Again 13.f3! was correct, allowing the pawn to advance to h3, but setting up a barrier on the long diagonal.

13…♗e7 14.a3 d6

The move …h4-h3 does not need to be rushed.

15.♗xf6

On 15.♖ae1, Black had prepared 15…♔f8!, also a standard king move in the attack with the h-pawn. The ♖h8 is already in play, whilst the king leaves the central files and defends g7.

15…♗xf6 16.♘d5 ♕b7 17.♘b4

After 17.♘xf6+ gxf6 18.f5 e5!, the king finds a good shelter on e7, and Black has a promising position.

17…h3 18.g3 ♗d7! 19.c3

Transferring pieces to a more favourable position

[image: images]

The bishop is doing nothing on f6.

19…♗d8! 20.♘c2 ♗b6 21.♘d4

Castling so late is a rare thing. But the rook has done its job on h8, and White cannot get at the h3-pawn.

21…0-0! 22.g4 ♗xd4

One of the advantages of the two bishops is the possibility of exchanging one of them off at the necessary moment!

Even so, more promising was 22…♖ae8 23.♕f3 f5!?[image: images].

23.cxd4 f5

The computer likes White’s position. But in a real game, playing with one’s king under constant mating threats on h1 is very difficult.

24.♖ac1 ♖ac8 25.♖xc8 ♖xc8 26.gxf5 exf5 27.♗b1 ♖e8

[image: images]

28.♔g1?

Correct was the apparent crazy 28.♕h5! ♖xe4 29.♗a2!+ d5 (29…♗e6 30.♕e8+ ♔h7 31.♕h5+=; 29…♖e6+ 30.♕f3 d5 31.♕xh3! (but not 31.♗xd5? ♕xd5 32.♕xd5 ♗c6 33.♕xc6 ♖xc6 and Black has a virtually winning endgame, thanks to the terrible position of the white king) 31…♖h6 32.♕e3 ♖e6 33.♕h3=) 30.♖g1 ♖xd4 31.♕g6, with sufficient counterplay to draw.

28…fxe4 29.♕h5 b4 30.axb4 ♖e7 31.f5?

Few chances were offered by 31.♗a2+ ♗e6 32.♗xe6+ ♖xe6 33.♕xh3 ♖g6+ 34.♔f2 ♖h6[image: images].

31…♕d5!

The queen is centralised, and now White is quite lost.

32.♕g5 ♕xd4+ 33.♔h1 ♗c6 34.♖c1 e3+ 35.♖xc6 ♕d1+

0-1
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This game was played in a junior championship, when the future World Champion was still young and not so strong as later.

1.d4 f5 2.c4 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6 4.f3!?

An experimental move, which has the aim, of seizing the centre with the move e2-e4. Its drawback is the weakening of the dark squares.

4…d6

As well as the tempting 4…♗g7, Black had other interesting possibilities at his disposal, one of which involves the immediate blow to the dark squares with 4…c5, forcing 5.d5.

Another idea is 4…♘c6!?, with the idea of meeting the attempt to control the centre after 5.e4 fxe4 6.fxe4 with the counterstrike 6…e5!.

5.e4 ♗g7

He should not have left the pawn on f5; correct was 5…fxe4 6.fxe4 ♗g7 7.♘f3 0-0, with a roughly equal game.

[image: images]

6.e5!

White seizes space, and the e5-pawn becomes a wedge, which can be supported by f3-f4.

6…♘h5

A provocative and risky move, but at the same time the only way to develop activity.

6…dxe5 7.dxe5 ♕xd1+ 8.♔xd1 followed by f3-f4 leads to a position in which Black is faced with a long and patient defence, with the space advantage guaranteeing White the better game.

After 6…♘fd7, there follows 7.e6! ♘f6 8.d5 – and the wedge on e6 is very unpleasant.

7.g4!

Starting ‘close-quarter fighting’, with the advantage on White’s side, thanks to the superior prospects for his pieces on the kingside.

If we try to play for the squeeze here, then after 7.f4 dxe5 8.dxe5 (also interesting is 8.fxe5!? c5 9.d5 ♗xe5 10.♘f3, with compensation for the sacrificed pawn) 8…♕xd1+ 9.♔xd1 b6, Black brings his bishop to b7 and his knight to c6, and castles queenside. After this, there follows the break …g6-g5 – with the knight on h5, compared to d7, it gains in strength.

7…dxe5

7…fxg4 8.fxg4 dxe5 9.gxh5 exd4 allows the knight to occupy the blockading position after 10.♘e4!.

8.gxh5 exd4 9.♘d5!

The knight bravely jumps into the centre of the action.

After the cautious 9.♘ce2 e5, the initiative passes to Black.

9…e5

9…e6 10.h6 ♗e5 11.♕e2 (less clear is 11.f4 exd5 (11…♕h4+ 12.♔e2 exd5 13.♘f3!+–) 12.♕e2 (12.fxe5 ♕h4+∞) 12…♘c6 13.cxd5 0-0 14.dxc6 ♗f6⇆, although here too, White’s chances are superior) 11…♘c6 12.♘b4 ♗f6 13.♘xc6 bxc6 14.f4[image: images] – Black’s pawn structure is poor, so White has the advantage.

[image: images]

10.h4!

An important move, the idea of which had to be seen in advance, before taking the piece. White defends against the check on h4, ensures his bishop a post at g5, and brings his rook into play from its initial position.

10…h6!

Black, in his turn, prevents the opening of lines on the kingside, and takes the g5-square from White.

A) 10…c6 11.♗g5+–;

B) 10…f4 11.♕e2 0-0 12.hxg6 hxg6 13.h5→ – White has not only an extra piece, but also a promising attack.

11.♕e2!

Many white pieces are already taking part in the attack, or are ready to do so, even though they are on their starting squares. So, the queen is not fighting alone.

11…0-0

11…c6 12.♘f4!+–.

12.♕g2!

The white queen continues to shadow the enemy king, and the X-ray along the g-file is very unpleasant.

12…c6

Allowing a tactical blow.

It was essential to play 12…f4!, shutting in the opponent’s dark-squared bishop. After, for example, 13.♘b4 (it is not easy to break down the defensive ramparts after 13.♘h3 c6 14.♘b4 ♕xh4+ 15.♘f2 ♕e7 16.♗d2 g5 17.♘bd3[image: images] – the ♗d2 is restricted by the clump of Black pawns) 13…♕e7 14.♗d2 a5 15.♘d3 ♗f5 16.0-0-0 – White is better, but plenty of fight lies ahead.

[image: images]

13.♗xh6! ♗xh6

A) 13…cxd5 14.♗xg7 ♔xg7 15.♕xg6+ ♔h8 16.♕h6+ ♔g8 17.♘h3+–;

B) 13…♕d6 14.♗xg7 ♔xg7 15.♘c7 ♕xc7 16.♕xg6+ ♔h8 17.♕h6+ ♔g8 18.♘h3+–.

14.♕xg6+ ♗g7 15.h6 ♖f7 16.♘h3

Including yet another piece in the attack proves decisive.

A prettier win was 16.h7+ ♔f8 (16…♔h8 17.♕xf7 cxd5 18.♘h3+–) 17.♕h6!!+– – the absolute triumph for the rook’s pawn!

16…cxd5 17.♘g5 ♖e7 18.♖g1

Black has nothing with which to oppose the battery of white pieces on the g-file.

18…♘c6 19.cxd5 ♕a5+ 20.♔d1 ♕xd5 21.hxg7

Black resigned.
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White has prepared a possible battery along the b1-h7 diagonal, for which he only needs one bishop move. Now is the time to start softening up the black defences:

18.h4! c5

Black’s pieces are mobilised, so he tries to find counterplay in the centre.

If he allows h4-h5 and the subsequent opening of diagonals, the black knight will have to occupy the passive square f8, whilst 18…h5 would give the white knight an outpost on g5.

19.d5 c4 20.h5! exd5

Now, nothing is left of the kingside. Correct was 20…♘f8, but here too, after 21.d6 ♕e8 22.♘e4, White has a dangerous initiative.

21.hxg6 ♘c5 22.♘d4

The knight occupies a blockading position, and is also taking part in the attack. It was also possible to bring the bishop in first: 22.gxf7+ ♕xf7 23.♗b1 ♘d3 24.♖xd3 cxd3 25.♕xd3, with a decisive attack.

22…fxg6 23.♕xg6 ♕f7 24.♗b1

Black’s king is weak, so White could keep the queens on, without worrying about the exchange: 24.♕g3! ♘d3 25.♖xd3! cxd3 26.♕xd3 ♖f8 27.♘f3 – the attack on the light squares decides.

24…♕xg6 25.♗xg6 ♘b3 26.♗f5

The most solid – the d5-pawn needs to be blockaded or destroyed and the passed e- and f-pawns should decide the game.

26…♖b8 27.♘xb3 cxb3 28.♗e6+ ♔f8 29.♗xd5 ♗xd5 30.♘xd5 ♖bc8 31.f4 ♖c2 32.f5 ♗xe5 33.♖xe5 ♖xb2 34.♖e3 b5

[image: images]

35.♔h2!

Just in case, the king steps out of possible checks on the back rank.

35…a5 36.♖e6 ♖c2 37.♖f6+ ♔g7 38.♖d3 b2 39.♖g3+ ♔h7 40.♖f7+ ♔h8 41.♘f6

The king on h2 justifies its position, as the black pawn queens without check! Black resigned.
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It may seem that Black has full compensation, as the ♘g3 has few moves and lacks outposts. However, with the help of the h-pawn, White changes the situation:

24.h4!

There is no defence against the positional threat of taking on g6, followed by h4-h5!. Black has to go over to passive, prospectless defence.

24…♗f7 25.fxg6 hxg6 26.h5 gxh5 27.♘xh5 ♗xh5

If Black offers an opposite-coloured bishops endgame, by playing a waiting move like 27…♗e6, White does better to refrain from the invitation, by choosing 28.♕f3. Then, the knight comes from g3 to f5, which Black cannot bear.

28.♕xh5 ♕d7

The position has stabilised – White is safely better, although he has relatively fewer chances to realise his plus. The position is very blocked, although Black has two badly-placed pawns on f6 and e5, on the same colour as his bishop. The queenside pawn structure suits Black, since without rooks, the weakness of the b7-pawn is not really felt. White’s next few moves are directed to bringing his forces towards the centre and in search for a queen exchange, followed by a breakthrough with his king into Black’s camp.

The rule of ‘do not hurry’

[image: images]

29.♕e2

An inaccuracy, allowing an active raid. He should first have strengthened his position and ensured his king’s safety with the unhurried move 29.g3! Then ♔g1-g2, and only then does the queen head to d5. The black queen raid to a4 would then no longer be so terrible, since the e4-pawn would not be attacked, and White could take on b7 – Black cannot afford to trade his b7-pawn for the one on a3.

29…♔f8

He could have rescued himself with 29…♕a4! 30.♕a2+ ♔h7 31.♕b1 ♔g6 32.g3 ♗h6 33.♔g2 ♗g5 34.♕xb7 ♕c2. Thanks to the threat …♗g5-e3, Black holds, whilst on the other hand, 35.♕c8 ♕xe4+ leaves White unable to avoid perpetual check.

30.♗e3 ♔e8 31.♕c4 ♔d8 32.♕d5 ♔c7 33.c4 ♗f8 34.♔f2 ♗e7 35.♔f3 ♗d8 36.♗d2 ♔c8 37.♗b4

In various lines, Black must watch out for the move c5-c6.

37…♗c7?

This natural move is a mistake; correct was 37…♕e8.

[image: images]

38.♕g8+! ♕d8

On 38…♗d8, there would follow 39.♕g4! ♗c7 40.c6! bxc6 41.♗e7 ♗d8 42.♕xd7+ ♔xd7 43.♗xd8 ♔xd8 44.♔g4, with a winning pawn endgame.

39.♕xd8+ ♗xd8 40.♔g4 ♔d7 41.♔f5 a5 42.♗e1 a4 43.♗b4

Black resigned.
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We have a complicated middlegame on the board, but after

20.exd5 ♘xd5

there follows a sudden attack with the h-pawn:

21.h4!

Black suddenly faces serious problems – the bad position of his king on h7 and the vulnerability of his kingside tell.

21…exd4

21…♔g8 22.h5 g5 23.♘f5+–.

22.h5 ♘e7

22…♕f6 23.cxd4 ♖xe1+ 24.♖xe1 ♕d6 (24…♖d8 25.♘e4 ♕e7 26.♘c5+–) 25.hxg6+ fxg6 26.♘h4 ♘f8 27.♘e4 ♕c7 28.♘c5+–.

23.cxd4 c5

White also has a decisive initiative after 23…♘f8 24.♘e5!? ♕xd4 25.♗c3 ♕d5 26.♗e4 ♕e6 27.♘xg6+–.

24.♘h4 ♘f8 25.dxc5 ♕d4 26.hxg6+ fxg6

[image: images]

27.♖xe7

There is a beautiful win after 27.c6!, drawing the black bishop into an attack: 27…♖ac8 (27…♗c8 28.♖xe7! ♖xe7 29.♘xg6 ♘xg6 30.♗xg6+ ♔h8 31.axb5+–; 27…♗xc6 28.♖xe7! ♖xe7 29.♗xg6+ ♘xg6 30.♕xg6+ +–) 28.♖xe7 ♖xe7 29.♘xg6 ♘xg6 30.♗xg6+ ♔h8 31.cxb7+–.

27…♖xe7 28.♘xg6 ♘xg6 29.♗xg6+ ♔h8 30.c6?!

Now, this move is not so strong.

Correct was 30.♗c3 ♕d5 31.♗xg7+ ♔xg7, retaining a large advantage (31…♖xg7 32.♗e4 ♕c4 33.♕xc4 bxc4 34.c6 ♗c8 35.♖d1+–): 32.♘f5+ ♔f8 33.♘e3 ♕e5 34.♖d1[image: images].

30…♗xc6!

Bad was 30…♗c8 31.axb5+–.

31.♕xc6 ♖f8 32.♗e3

32.♗c3 ♕xf2+ 33.♔h2 ♕f4! 34.♖f1 ♕h4+ 35.♔g1 ♗d4!+ 36.♗xd4+ ♕xd4+ 37.♔h2 ♕h4+ leads to perpetual check.

32…♖xe3! 33.fxe3 ♕xe3+ 34.♔h2 ♗e5 35.♖a3 ♕g5!

35…♗xg3+? 36.♔h3!+–.

36.♔h3

On 36.♕e4!?, Black rescues himself with the calm 36…♖f6! (36…♖f4 37.♕a8+ ♔g7 38.♘h5+ ♕xh5+ 39.♗xh5 ♖f8+ 40.♔h3 ♖xa8 41.axb5[image: images]) 37.♖e3 (37.♗e8? ♖f4) 37…♗d6! 38.♕e8+ ♖f8 39.♕e4 ♖f6 40.♗e8 h5 41.♖f3 (41.♔h3? ♖f4) 41…♖xf3 42.♕xf3 ♕h4+ 43.♔g1 ♗xg3=.

36…♖g8 37.♘e4 ♕xg6 38.♕xg6 ♖xg6 39.axb5 axb5 40.♖b3 ♖b6 41.♔g4 b4 42.♔f3 ♗g7 43.g3 ♔h7 44.♘c5

Draw.
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17.h4!

The centre is closed, and the pawn chain b2-c3-d4-e5 is directed towards the kingside, so that is the side on which White should play, the side on which he has more space. The decisive factor in this is the control of various dark squares, especially f4. To seize these squares for his knight, White is prepared to sacrifice material.

17…g4?!

Black is also worse after 17…gxh4 18.♘f4 ♕d7 19.♗h3 0-0-0 20.♘xe6 ♕xe6 21.♘g5!? ♕g8 22.♖xf5 ♔b8 23.♔h2[image: images]. Although the white king is exposed, Black cannot bring up any reserves to attack it, as his knights on b6 and c6 are virtually just spectators. This means that White effectively has two extra pieces on the kingside!

18.♘g5 ♗c8

18…♗xg5 19.♗xg5 ♕d7 20.♘f4[image: images].

19.♖h2 a5 20.♘g3 ♖a6 21.♗e3 ♘a4

Black tries to create some play on ‘his’ queenside, but White is quicker in creating concrete threats on the other wing.

22.♕c2 ♖f8 23.♖f2!

The f5-pawn cannot be held.

23…♕d7

He also loses after 23…♖h8 24.♘xf5 ♗xf5 25.♕xf5+–.

24.e6

Black resigned.


105 ***

Teimour Radjabov

2744

Vasily Ivanchuk

2768

Khanty-Mansiysk 2011 (5)



This game was played in the World Cup, which was on a knockout system. Having lost the first game, Radjabov had to take risks to win Game 2. Largely for this reason, the game we are about to examine was highly creative and interesting.

1.♘f3 c5 2.g3 g6 3.c4 ♗g7 4.♗g2 ♘c6 5.♘c3 e6 6.d3 ♘ge7 7.h4

This attack with the h-pawn, getting out of established theory, forces the opponent to switch his brain on at an early stage.

7…h6 8.♗d2 b6 9.h5!? g5

[image: images]

10.♘xg5!?

A brilliant positional-psychological sacrifice. With a normal development of events, Black could quietly complete his development and obtain an excellent position.

10…hxg5 11.♗xg5

The position has become murky, and requires from Black clear thinking and accurate calculation of variations.

11…♗xc3+?

After the normal 11…♗b7 12.♘e4 (12.h6 ♗xc3+ 13.bxc3 ♕c7 14.♗f6 ♖h7 15.♗e4 ♘g6 16.♕d2 d6[image: images]) 12…♕c7 13.♗f4 ♗e5 14.♘f6+ ♔d8, Black should defend.

12.bxc3 ♗b7 13.♕d2!

Taking h6 from the black rook.

13…♕c7 14.♗f6 0-0-0

A) 14…♖g8 15.h6 0-0-0 16.h7 ♖h8 17.♕g5+– Black cannot cope with the dangerous white passed pawn;

B) 14…♖h7 15.♗e4 ♘g8 16.♕g5[image: images].

15.0-0-0!

White does not hurry to recover the material. The ♗f6 is worth more than Black’s rook.

15…♖hg8

On 15…♖he8, there follows 16.h6 ♘e5 17.♗xb7+ ♔xb7 18.♕f4 d6 19.h7 ♘5g6 20.♕f3+ d5 (20…♕c6 21.♕xc6+ ♔xc6 22.e4 ♔d7 23.f4[image: images] – White simply rolls his kingside pawn down the board) 21.♖h5[image: images]. The bishop on f6 dominates the position — White has a large advantage.

16.♗xc6

The ♘e7 is hanging.

[image: images]

16…dxc6?

The decisive mistake. The move does not even look right, as Black shuts in his ♗b7.

There were chances of fighting for his life after 16…♗xc6!, giving up the useless knight: 17.♗xe7 (17.♖h3? d5 18.h6 ♖g6 19.h7 ♖xf6 20.h8♕ ♖xh8 21.♖xh8+ ♔b7[image: images]; 17.h6 ♗xh1 18.♖xh1 ♘g6 19.h7 ♖h8) 17…♖de8 18.♗g5! (on 18.♗f6 Black manages to drive the bishop from its strong point on f6: 18…♗xh1 19.♖xh1 ♕c6 20.e4 e5! 21.♗g5 f6 22.♗e3 f5 23.♖h4 ♖g4⇆) 18…♗xh1 19.♖xh1 ♕c6 20.e4 e5 21.♖h4[image: images]. White has a large advantage, but the slight exposure of his king allows Black to resist.

17.h6!

Based on exact calculation.

17…♖g6 18.h7 ♖xf6 19.h8♕ ♖xh8 20.♖xh8+ ♔d7 21.d4!

Black’s position collapses.

21…♕d6 22.♕g5 ♖f5 23.♕h4 cxd4 24.♖xd4 ♖d5 25.cxd5 ♕a3+ 26.♔b1 cxd5 27.♖h7 ♕xc3 28.♖xf7

Black resigned.

Additional material

Alekhine-Fahrni, Mannheim 1914

Réti-Alekhine, Baden Baden 1925

Bronstein-Palmiotto, Munich 1958

Tukmakov-Yurtaev, USSR 1988

Ivanchuk-Kasparov, Dos Hermanas 1996

Karpov-Jussupow, Tilburg 1993

Kasparov-Piket, Tilburg 1997 – White’s 24th move





Chapter 20

Destroying the king’s pawn cover

Very often, when the king is protected by pawns but his pieces are far away, there are tactical possibilities. Of course, sometimes one can develop an initiative by normal methods, but here we are concerned with cases where the player is prepared to sacrifice pieces to eliminate the king’s protective pawn screen, so as to expose the king to a decisive attack.


106 *

Viswanathan Anand

2770

Michael Adams

2670

Madrid 1998 (1)

[image: images]



White has a bishop that has no good square. After his next move, however, such a square appears, and the black king is seriously weakened:

36.♘f6+! gxf6 37.♗xh4 ♖g4 38.♗xf6 ♘e3

Other replies are no better.

39.♖xc7

Black resigned.


107 *

Maxim Turov

2539

Valery Popov

2587

Russia tt 2006 (5)

[image: images]



Black lands a blow at the most vulnerable point:

40…♖xg2+! 41.♘xg2 ♖g6 42.♕e2 e3 43.♖a2 ♔f7

A picturesque position. White is completely stalemated.

44.♖b2 ♗d8

There is no defence against the transfer of the bishop to f2. White resigned.


108 *

Christopher Dorington

2263

Stephen Gordon

2528

England tt 2010/11

[image: images]



White’s position is worse. It is not clear how he can defend the weak pawns on a3 and e3, and Black has a strong passed pawn on c4. Even so, White has a concrete path to secure a draw.

29.♖dxf6!

Destroying the black king’s cover.

In the game, there followed 29.♕d4?!, agreeing to fight on in a clearly inferior position. After 29…♗g6 30.♘c3 ♕xa3 31.♖d7 ♕a6 32.♖f4 ♕e6 33.♔f2 ♖f7 34.♖d8 ♖xd8 35.♕xd8+ ♖f8 36.♕d4 ♗d3 37.e4 ♖a8 38.♔g3 ♕e5 39.♕d7 g5, White resigned.

29…gxf6 30.♘xf6+ ♔g7

30…♔h8 31.♘xe8=.

31.♕g5+

The continuation 31.♘xe8+ ♖xe8 32.♖xf7+ ♔xf7 33.♕f5+ ♔e7 34.♕e5+ ♔d7 35.♕d5+ ♔c7 36.♕f7+ ♔d8 37.♕d5+ also leads to a draw, but gives Black additional chances. After 37…♔c7 38.♕f7+ ♔b6 (38…♔d6 39.♕xe8=) 39.♕xe8 ♕xa3, White still has to make several more accurate moves: 40.♕b8+ ♔a5 41.♕c7+ ♔b4 42.♕d6+ ♔b3 43.♕d1+ ♔b2 44.♕e2+ ♔c3 45.♕e1+ ♔d3 46.♕d1+=.

31…♗g6 32.♘h5+ ♔g8 33.♖xf8+!

Note the trap: 33.♕d5+? ♖f7–+.

33…♔xf8

The assessment of the position is not changed by 33…♖xf8 34.♕d5+ ♗f7 35.♕g5+ ♗g6 36.♕d5+ ♖f7 37.♕d8+ ♖f8 38.♕d5+=.

34.♕f6+ ♗f7 35.♕g7+ ♔e7 36.♕f6+ ♔d7 37.♕xf7+

By comparison with 31.♘xe8 White has an extra knight on the board, which forces Black to repeat moves.

37…♔d8

37…♖e7 38.♘f6++–.

38.♕d5+ ♔c7 39.♕c5+ ♔b7 40.♕d5+ ♔c7 41.♕f7+ ♔d8 42.♕d5+

With a draw by perpetual check.


109 *

Konstantin Landa

2571

Evgeny Shaposhnikov

2550

Russia tt 2005 (3)
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We have a typical position from the classical Caro-Kann. Compared with most such positions, the black queen is posted not on c7, but rather offside on a6, far from its king, which makes White’s combination more logical:

20.♘xg7!

White begins to destroy the pawn cover of the black king, offering a piece for each pawn.

In all probability, Black had counted only on the banal 20.♘xe7+ ♖xe7 21.♗f4 ♘xh5 22.♗d6 ♖ee8 23.♘e5, when White has good compensation for the pawn.

It should also be pointed out that White’s combination also works in a different order: 20.♖xe6!? fxe6 21.♘xg7! (21.♘xh6+ gxh6 22.♗xh6 ♗f8 23.♕g6+ ♔h8 24.♗xf8 ♖xf8 25.♘g5 ♖de8 26.♕h6+ ♔g8 27.♕g6+ ♔h8 only leads to a draw) 21…♗f8 (21…♔xg7 transposes to the game; 21…♘f8 22.♘xe8 ♖xe8 23.♗xh6 ♕b7 24.♘e5 ♗d6 25.♕f3 ♕e7 26.♘xc6 ♕f7 27.c5 ♗c7 28.♘xa7+–) 22.♘xe8 ♖xe8 23.♕g6+ ♗g7 24.♘e5 ♖e7 25.♘xc6 ♖f7 26.b5 ♕c8 27.♗xh6+–.

20…♔xg7 21.♖xe6

[image: images]

21…fxe6?

A mistake that hastens defeat. At the time this game was played, the final move of White’s idea was not widely known.

Relatively better continuations are:

A) 21…♕b7 22.♗xh6+! ♔xh6 (22…♔g8 23.♕f5+–) 23.♕e3+ ♔g7 24.h6+ ♔h7 25.♖xe7 ♖xe7 26.♕xe7 ♖g8 27.♘e5 c5 28.d5 ♖f8 29.♘xf7+–;

B) 21…♗f8 22.♖xc6 ♕b7 23.d5 ♔g8 24.♕f5 ♗g7 25.♖e1[image: images];

C) 21…♘g4 22.♖xc6 ♕b7 23.b5 ♘df6 24.♘h4 ♕d7 25.♘f5+ ♔g8 26.♗xh6[image: images].

22.♗xh6+

Now, Black is mated by force.

22…♔h8 23.♗g7+!

The key sacrifice.

23…♔xg7

23…♔g8 24.♕g6+–.

24.♕g6+ ♔h8 25.♘g5 ♘e5

25…♖f8 26.h6, and there is no defence against mate.

26.dxe5 ♖f8 27.h6

1-0


110 *

Magnus Carlsen

2714

Laurent Fressinet

2654

Kemer tt 2007 (7)
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Black’s minor pieces cooperate insufficiently well with each other, whilst White’s pieces, including his queen, are pointing at the kingside. Especially dangerous in such structures is the ♘f5, which attacks g7. As a result of a tactical operation, the black king ends up exposed:

20.♘xg7! ♘xd5 21.♘xe6

Somewhat weaker is 21.exd5 ♗xc1 (21…♘xg7 22.♗xg5+–) 22.♕g4 ♔h8 23.dxe6 fxe6 24.♖exc1 ♕xg7 25.♕xe6, since here Black has some small counterplay, connected with play along the f-file. Even so, White should win.

21…fxe6 22.♕g4

[image: images]

22…♘xc3

The attempt to re-establish material equality fails, as the knight is stranded on the queenside and becomes a virtual spectator.

On 22…♘f6 23.♕xg5+ ♔h8, the most technical line of all is 24.♖e3!, transferring the rook towards g3. From there, the rook protects his king and prevents play on the g-file (White would prefer to avoid playing g2-g3, which restricts his bishop), and takes part in developing the initiative.

More tenacious was 22…♘f4 23.♗xf4 ♖xf4 24.♕xg5+ ♔h8, but after 25.♖e2!, covering the f2-square and intending ♖e2-a2, White has a winning position (after exchanging the minor pieces, there is no point in bringing the rook to g3; after 25.♖e3 ♖bf8 26.♖a2 ♕f7 27.♖h3 c5! (27…♖xf2 28.♖xh7+ ♔xh7 29.♕h4++–) 28.f3, White should win anyway, although the ♖h3 is misplaced).

23.♗xg5 ♔h8 24.♖a7!

Identifying a new weak spot in Black’s position – the c7-square.

24…♕f7 25.♕h4 ♖bc8 26.♗e7 ♕f4 27.♕xf4 ♖xf4 28.♔f1 ♘a4

Not a lot better is 28…♔g8 29.♖c1 ♖f7 30.♗g5 ♘a4 31.♖c6+– followed by ♖a7-b7, winning a pawn.

29.♖c1 ♘b2 30.♖a3 ♖g8 31.♖xc7 ♘d1 32.♗xd6

1-0


111 *

Robert Byrne

Robert Fischer

New York ch-USA 1963 (3)
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White has incautiously moved his rook from f1, where it defended the f2-pawn, and put his dark-squared bishop on a3, where it looks active but does not control any central squares. Black brilliantly exploits these circumstances:

15…♘xf2! 16.♔xf2 ♘g4+ 17.♔g1 ♘xe3 18.♕d2 ♘xg2 19.♔xg2 d4

The long diagonal decides the game.

20.♘xd4 ♗b7+ 21.♔f1 ♕d7!

Byrne resigned: 22.♕f2 ♕h3+ 23.♔g1


[image: images]

analysis diagram



23…♖e1+! (a small tactic to finish things off) 24.♖xe1 ♗xd4 25.♕xd4 ♕g2#.


112 **

Mladen Muse

2470

Vigen Mirumian

2505

Berlin 1999 (4)

[image: images]



The black pieces are directed at the kingside, which is defended only by White’s queen, which in her turn also defends the ♗a4. If Black plays some sort of attacking move on the kingside, White will give an intermediate check with the bishop from b3, freeing his queen. Consequently, there followed instead the deflection motif:

22…♖xa4! 23.♕xa4

And the destruction sacrifice…

23…♘xg2! 24.♔xg2 fxe4

[image: images]

The white king is all alone, and his other pieces are unable to come to his aid.

25.♖e2 ♕f3+ 26.♔g1 e3 27.♕c2 ♗h3

White resigned.


113 **

Maxim Matlakov

2682

Pavel Eljanov

2729

St Petersburg 2013 (7)
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The white rooks have not yet taken up the open files, whilst his other pieces are on the queenside, far from his king. These factors gave Black the idea of landing a blow:

22…♗h3!

The light squares start to creak, and the pieces cannot come to help their king. Black’s attack assumes a decisive character.

23.♕d4

Other replies do not help either:

A) 23.f4 ♖c2 24.fxe5 ♖xg2+ 25.♔h1 ♕c2–+;

B) 23.gxh3 ♕xh3 24.f4 (24.♗e2 ♖c6–+) 24…♖c2 25.♖f2 ♘f3+–+;

C) 23.♗e2 ♖c2 24.♗d1 (24.♗h5 ♕f5–+; 24.gxh3 ♖xe2 25.♗d6 ♘f3+ 26.♔h1 d4–+) 24…♖c6 25.f4 ♗xg2 26.♖f2 ♗e4 27.fxe5 ♕h3–+.

23…♘f3+! 24.gxf3 ♖e4 25.♕xd5 ♖xb4 26.♖fd1 ♖xb5 27.♕xb5 ♖c5 28.♖d8+ ♕xd8 29.♕xc5 ♕f6!

The concluding move of a nice combination. White resigned.


114 **

Konstantin Sakaev

2625

Sergei Vokarev

2505

St Petersburg 2009
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White has full control of the e-file, but Black’s pawn formation is harmonious, and there are no entry squares in his position. At the same time, the ♘c4 is cut off from the kingside, and the ♗g7 is restricted by both his own pawns and the white chain on c3-d4. Meanwhile, White’s own dark-squared bishop is not a very active piece. This all points to a small sacrifice, which has more of a positional rather than a tactical character.

24.♗xg5! ♖d6 25.♕e4 fxg5 26.♘xg5 ♗f8

Black loses time, which allows White to bring the inactive ♖a1 into the attack

It was essential to find the problem-like 26…♖h6! 27.♘xf7 ♕xf7 28.g4 ♖f6 29.♕e8+ ♗f8 30.♕xf7+ ♔xf7, with a double-edged, roughly equal endgame.

27.♖ae1

More energetic than the immediate 27.♘xf7 – White can always regain the exchange.

27…♖e7?

This attempt to hang onto the material meets a refutation.

It was still possible to restore the coordination between his pieces by means of 27…♖df6, although after 28.♘xf7 ♕xf7 29.♕g4+ ♔h8 30.f3 White has a lasting initiative, with approximate material equality.

[image: images]

28.♕xe7!

The white pieces cooperate excellently, and even with minimal forces are able to create a decisive attack on the undefended black king.

28…♗xe7 29.♖xe7 ♕a5 30.♖xh7 ♖f6 31.♖e8+ ♖f8 32.h6

In view of the unavoidable mate in 2, Black resigned.


115 ***

Alexander Morozevich

2769

Hikaru Nakamura

2775

Moscow 2012 (6)

[image: images]



The exchange of all the major pieces is not so terrible for Black, because he has an outside passed h-pawn. But all the while, the white king remains safe, and it is uncomfortable for Black to continually watch his weak back rank. Therefore, Black gives up one of his doubled pawns, to break up the white king’s cover.

38…c3! 39.bxc3 ♘e3

The knight comes to d5 with tempo – this is the ideal square for the attack.

40.♕e2 ♘d5 41.♕d3 a4!

This move, ensuring the b3-square for his major pieces, decides the outcome of the game.

42.♖b2 ♖xb2+ 43.♔xb2 ♕b8+ 44.♔c1 ♕b3 45.♕a6 ♕xc3+ 46.♔d1 ♘e3+ 47.♔e2 ♕c4+

White resigned.


116 ***

Sergei Karjakin

2760

Ian Nepomniachtchi

2720

Moscow ch-RUS 2010 (3)
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White has the advantage – Black has a bad bishop, and a backward pawn on d6. White notices the subtle point that, in the event of lines being opened on the kingside, the ♘e7 is passively placed and cannot easily get into the game.

22.♗g5!

For the sake of weakening the enemy king’s position, White sacrifices his good bishop for Black’s bad one.

A more prosaic decision was 22.h5, fixing the pawns on g7 and h6 on squares the colour of their bishop. Then, a promising plan is to transfer the knight via f3-h2-g4, or f3-e1-c2-b4, depending on the situation.

22…hxg5 23.hxg5 ♖d8

23…♗xg5 24.♘xg5 f6 (24…♖a6 25.♕h3 ♘g6 26.♘xf7 ♘f4 27.♕f3 ♔xf7 28.g3 g5 29.gxf4 gxf4 30.♔h2 – and the white pieces break in down the rook’s file with great effect) 25.♘e6 ♔f7 26.♕xd6 ♕xd6 27.♖xd6 ♘c8 28.♘d8+ ♔e7 29.♖d2, with good chances of realising the extra pawn.

24.gxf6 gxf6 25.♘h2

The knight transfers to a better position, and also clears the third rank for the major pieces.

25…d5 26.♘g4 d4 27.♕g3 ♘g6 28.♕f3 ♔g7 29.♘e3 ♘e7 30.♕g4+ ♔f8 31.♕h4 ♔g7 32.♖d3 ♕b6

Black had available an unexpected tactical resource, which is possible because of the weakness of White’s back rank: 32…b4!. In reply, to retain his advantage, White would have needed to find the far from obvious 33.♖d1!, exploiting the fact that 33…bxc3 34.bxc3 ♕xc3 is bad, because of 35.♘g4 ♘g8 36.♘xe5!, with a dangerous attack.

33.cxd4 exd4

On 33…♖xd4, White wins with 34.♘g4.

34.♕g4+ ♔f8 35.♕d1

The d4-pawn is not a passed pawn but a weakness, needing defence.

35…♔e8 36.♕h5 ♖d6 37.♕h8+ ♔d7 38.♘g4 ♕c6 39.e5

White has a safe king, whilst Black’s is exposed to all possible checks. Organising an attack in such a situation is both easy and pleasant.

39…♘g6 40.♘xf6+ ♔e6 41.♕h3+ ♔xe5 42.♘g4+ ♔d5 43.♖d1 ♕e8 44.♕f3+ ♕e4 45.♕xf7+ ♕e6 46.♘e3+ ♔e5 47.♘g4+ ♔d5 48.♕b7+ ♔c4 49.♖c1+

Black resigned.


117 ***

Artur Jussupow

2569

Alexei Shirov

2710

Gibraltar 2012 (8)
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If White exchanges on f6, Black gets reasonable play against the d4-pawn.

12.♕b3!

On 12.♗h4, there could follow the unpleasant blow 12…♖xe4! 13.♗xe4 g5!, with advantage to Black.

12…♖e7

The straightforward 12…hxg5 is impossible, because of 13.♘exg5 ♖e7 14.♘xf7 ♖xf7 15.♗xg6 ♕f8 16.♘g5, and Black suffers material losses, whilst on 12…♖e6, there is the strong move 13.♖fe1![image: images].

13.♘e5 hxg5

Worse is 13…♘xe5 14.♘xf6+ ♔h8 15.dxe5 hxg5 16.♖ae1! ♗e6 17.♗c4 ♕c8 18.♕e3 ♗xc4 19.♕xg5 ♕f8 20.♕h4+ ♗h6 21.♕xc4+–.

14.♘xf7 ♘c5!

Black has no other counterplay. If 14…♖xf7 15.♘xg5+–.

15.♘xf6+ ♗xf6 16.dxc5 ♖xf7 17.♗xg6 ♕f8

Despite the fact that White has broken up the black king’s pawn cover, no real attack is apparent. The black bishop pair controls the squares along which White would like to bring his pieces into the attack.

18.f4!

Bringing new reserves into the attack.

18…g4 19.f5 ♗d7

19…♔g7 20.♗xf7 ♕xf7 21.♕b4[image: images].

[image: images]

20.♖f4?!

Correct is 20.♗xf7+! ♕xf7 21.♕xb7 ♖e8 22.♖ad1 ♗e5 23.f6!, with a complicated battle, in which White’s chances look preferable.

20…♗c6

Now, Black gradually takes over the initiative.

21.♔h1

21.♖xg4? ♕xc5+ 22.♔h1 ♕d5[image: images].

21…♖d8 22.♖xg4 ♗d5 23.♕h3

After 23.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 24.♕h3 ♕h8 25.♕e3 ♖e8 26.♕d2 c6[image: images], the black bishops dominate the position.

23…♖g7 24.♗h7+ ♔f7 25.♗g6+ ♔e7!

Black brings his king to the safer flank.

26.♕a3 ♔d7 27.♖d1 ♔c8 28.♕xa7 c6!–+

White’s attacking pieces are on the kingside, where there is now nothing to attack. The black king has fled to the queenside!

29.♕a8+ ♔c7 30.♕a5+ ♔b8 31.♖a4 ♗e5 32.h3 ♔c8 33.♖e1 ♗xg2+ 34.♔xg2 ♕xf5 35.♖g4 ♖xg6 36.♕b4 ♖d4

White resigned.


118 ***

Hou Yifan

2612

Li Chao B

2656

Danzhou 2011 (8)
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It looks as though the pawns on a2-b3-c2 defend the white king reliably, but there followed

26…♗xb3! 27.cxb3

Nothing is changed by 27.axb3 a4 28.♕d3 axb3–+.

27…a4 28.♗c4 axb3 29.♗xb3

29.axb3 ♖a1+ 30.♔c2 ♖a2+ 31.♔c1 ♕a7–+.

[image: images]

Is the attack over?

29…♖xa2!

Destroying the last guard of the white king.

30.♗xa2

She loses by force after 30.♔xa2 ♕a5+ 31.♔b1 ♕a1+ 32.♔c2 ♗e1+ 33.♔d3 ♕a6+ 34.♗c4 ♖xc4 35.♖xe1 ♖c3+ 36.♔d2 ♕a2+ 37.♔d1 ♕c2#.

30…b3! 31.♗xb3

It is too late to bring over the pieces from the kingside: 31.♘e2 bxa2+ 32.♔c2 ♗b2+ 33.♔d2 ♕c2+ 34.♔e3 ♕xd1–+.

31…♕a3

White has a large material advantage, but her king cannot be saved.

32.♔c2 ♕b2+ 33.♔d3 ♗a5!

The most accurate.

34.♗c4 ♖xc4 35.♘e2

35.♔xc4 ♕c2+ 36.♔b5 ♕c5+ 37.♔a6 ♕b6#.

35…♕c2+ 36.♔e3 ♗b6+

White resigned.

Additional material

Bronstein-Keres, Gothenburg 1955

Fischer-Keres, Zurich 1959

Nepomniachtchi-Vallejo Pons, Moscow 2007 – Black’s 14th move

Stein-Geller, Kislovodsky 1966 – Black’s 24th move





Part II

Dynamics





Chapter 21

Open attack

An open attack is a tactical device, as a result of which a direct threat is created, either against a piece or against the king. Such direct play can be very difficult to play against. To defend against a threat to a piece or the king, the defender must expend precious time, allowing the opponent to create new threats.


119 **

Alexei Vyzmanavin

2605

Sergei Iskusnyh

2430

Russia tt 1995 (1)

[image: images]



Usually in such an open position, the player who is attacking with checks wins. After the natural queen promotion 46…e1♕+ 47.♔h2, Black has no more checks, and White will launch a decisive attack on his next move.

However, Black found a move White had overlooked (instead of his last move 46.a7-a8♕, White could have won by 46.♔h1-h2!).

46…♘f2+!

And White resigned, because after 47.♔h2, there follows 47…♘g4+ 48.hxg4 ♖h7+ 49.♔g3 e1♕+ 50.♔f3 fxg4+ 51.♔xg4 ♖h4+, mating.


120 ***

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



White’s initiative looks very powerful, but Black has a whole extra piece. On 24.♖h8, there follows 24…h5, and there is nothing concrete. But White has available a brilliant tactical resource, involving luring the black queen to the seventh rank, where it can be attacked.

24.♗d5!! cxd5 25.cxd5 ♕e7

If 25…♕d7 26.♖xd7+ ♗xd7, White has many attacking resources, one of which is 27.♗c3 ♖e8 28.♕d2, with the threats of g2-g4 and ♕d2-g5, and a decisive attack on the dark squares.

26.♖h8 ♕h4 27.♗c3 ♘c7 28.♕e5 ♗d7 29.g3

Winning.





Chapter 22

Discovered check and discovered attacks

A discovered check or attack is when the check/attack is made not by the piece which moves, but by a long-range piece standing behind it. Such moves are very dangerous to the opponent, because threats can also be created by the front piece that moves away.


121 *

Rafael Fridman

2482

Artur Jussupow

2589

Netherlands tt 2011 (7)

[image: images]



Black could have won with a simple tactical blow:

1…♘c3!

Attacking the ♗f3. An important nuance is the black rook’s position on b8, defending the bishop.

In the game, Black played the routine 1…♖be8?, and after 2.♔f1 h5 3.♗c1 h4 4.h3 f5 5.b3, a roughly equal position arose, which was eventually drawn.

2.♕xg6

2.♗xb7 ♕xd3 3.cxd3 ♘xe2+ 4.♖xe2 ♖xb7–+; 2.bxc3 ♗xf3–+.

2…♘xe2+ 3.♗xe2 hxg6

Winning.


122 *

Lev Polugaevsky

Joaquim Durao

Lugano ol 1968 (3)

[image: images]



It may appear that Black has chances of a kingside attack, but this is not so. The pawn centre d4-e5 solidly protects the squares that Black might want to use to bring up additional resources to the kingside. Even so, White has to hurry, because Black plans to bring his knight via f8 to g6, and then play …♗d7 and …♖af8. If he manages this, he will stand very well. But White finds a serious defect in Black’s position, namely the poorly-defended ♘g4, and he attacks it:

17.♕d3! ♘f8 18.♕e2 ♘g6

[image: images]

19.♘g1!

An open attack on the ♘g4. Now, Black is simply lost, because he has to exchange queens.

19…♘h6

Or 19…♖g5 20.f4 ♘h4+ 21.gxh4 ♘e3+ 22.♔f2 ♘g4+ 23.♔e1 (23.♔g3+–) 23…♕xh4+ 24.♔d1 ♖g6 25.♔c2+–.

20.♕xh5

20.♗xf5 ♕xf5 21.♖ac1[image: images].

20…♖xh5 21.♘df3 ♗d7 22.cxd5 cxd5 23.♖fc1

Black has a serious lack of space, and his rook is stranded on h5.

23…♘f5 24.♖c2 ♘f8 25.♗c1 g5 26.g4 ♘h4+ 27.♔g3 ♘xf3 28.♘xf3 ♖h6 29.♗xg5 ♗xg5 30.♘xg5 ♖g6 31.f4 ♗c6 32.♖h1 a5 33.♗f1 h6 34.♘f3 ♔h7? 35.♗d3

1-0


123 **

Bent Larsen

2620

Boris Spassky

2630

Tilburg 1978

[image: images]



If the rook is allowed into e2, Black gets counterplay. But it turns out that White can not only defend but also counterattack:

46.♘c7!

It turns out that because of the small number of flight squares for the black king, Black must retreat his rook along the 8th rank, after which White has a decisive material advantage.

46.♘c3 is passive – the knight only covers e2 from here, and does not participate actively in the play. After 46…♘g6 47.♔f2 ♖h8, Black organises counterplay with minimal forces.

46…♖e2

It cannot be said that the move chosen in the game, 46…♖g8, caused White any real problems: 47.♘e6+ ♔f6 48.♘xc5+ ♔e5 49.♖h6 ♔f4 50.♖xh4+ ♔e3 51.♘e4! fxe4 52.♖xe4+ ♔d2 53.♔f2, and Black resigned.

47.♘e6+ ♔f6

Nothing changes after 47…♔h5.

48.♘f4+!

A prepared discovered check – White wins.


124 **

Wilhelm Steinitz

Curt von Bardeleben

Hastings 1895 (10)

[image: images]



Exploiting the unstable position of the black queen on d7, White carried out a decisive attack:

21.♘g5+! ♔e8 22.♖xe7+! ♔f8

Taking the rook also loses: 22…♔xe7 23.♖e1+ ♔d6 (23…♔d8 24.♘e6+ ♔e7 25.♘c5+) 24.♕b4+ ♔c7 25.♘e6+ ♔b8 26.♕f4+.

23.♖f7+! ♔g8 24.♖g7+! ♔h8

Or 24…♔f8 25.♘xh7+.

[image: images]

25.♖xh7+

Black resigned. There could follow 25…♔g8 26.♖g7+ ♔h8 27.♕h4+! ♔xg7 28.♕h7+ ♔f8 29.♕h8+ ♔e7 30.♕g7+ ♔e8 31.♕g8+ ♔e7 32.♕f7+ ♔d8 33.♕f8+ ♕e8 34.♘f7+ ♔d7 35.♕d6#.


125 ***

Geza Maroczy

Massimiliano Romi

San Remo 1930 (8)

[image: images]





40…♖d2??

A blunder. The players almost seem to cooperate to allow White’s brilliant, immortal finish.

40…♗xh3 41.♖e2!!.

Black wins with 40…♖d3! 41.♔g1 (41.♕h5 ♖xh3+!) 41…♖xh3 42.gxh3 ♕d4+ 43.♔g2 (43.♔f1 ♕c4+–+) 43…♕d5+ 44.♔g3 ♖xh6 45.♖xh6 ♕d3+ 46.♔f2 ♕d2+.

41.♕h5!!

[image: images]

White sets up a discovered check, which is deadly.

41…♖xg2+ 42.♖xg2+ ♖xh5 43.♖xb2 ♖xh3+ 44.♔g1 ♖h7 45.♖h2 ♖g7+ 46.♔f2 ♖g8 47.♖h6 ♔f7

[image: images]

48.e8♕+ ♖xe8 49.♖h7+

Black resigned.





Chapter 23

Transferring forces

Sometimes the forces one has near a weakened enemy king are not enough for a mating attack. It is easy if there is an obvious route to bring up additional pieces, but there are cases when that is not so, and these are the situations we are concerned with in this chapter. In addition, we will also consider cases where the usual method is not sufficient to bring a piece out – all of the pieces should take part in the attack.


126 **

Konstantin Sakaev

2664

Bojan Kurajica

2551

Istanbul Ech 2003 (1)
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The black king is weakened, and White brings up additional forces:

17.♖e3

The correct idea in an inaccurate form. More accurate was the preparatory 17.♖ab1!, and only after 17…b5 (on 17…♕c7, there is the strong 18.c4!, and 18…dxc4 is impossible because of 19.♖e4) 18.♖e3 – with the same threat of g3-g4.

17…e6

Black misses the chance to save himself by a pawn sacrifice to activate his pieces: 17…♘d7! 18.g4 ♘xe5 19.dxe5 f5 20.♖h3 ♖f7 21.gxf5 ♕b6!, at the same time defending g6 and aiming at f2. White’s pawn structure is broken, and so his winning chances are few, and the most likely outcome is a draw.

18.g4! ♕f6 19.g5 ♕g7 20.♕h4

Exploiting the dark squares, White conducts an attack.

20…f6 21.♘g4 fxg5 22.♕xg5 ♘c6 23.♖xe6 ♖ad8 24.♖ae1 ♔h8 25.♖1e3

Now, there is another possibility – a knight on f6 and a rook on h3.

25…♕f7 26.♖f6 ♕g7 27.♖xf8+ ♕xf8 28.♘f6 ♕g7 29.♖h3 h5 30.♔f1

In view of the threat 31.♖xh5, Black resigned.


127 ***

Jan Timman

2635

Alexander Beliavsky

2610

Linares 1993 (13)

[image: images]



It is noticeable that the white queen and knight are on the queenside, leaving the king without sufficient defence. Black finds a way to bring additional pieces up, and forces White into an unpleasant defence:

15…♖e6! 16.♖ad1

Panic, which results in an irreparable weakening of the light squares. It was essential to cover them: 16.f3!. After 16…♖h6 17.g3 ♕e3+ 18.♖f2 f5, Black still has some initiative, but no more than that.

16…♖h6 17.g3 ♕f3 18.♖d3 ♕h5 19.h4 g5!

[image: images]

20.♖xd6

The best chance was 20.e5!, trying to organise counterplay on the dark squares. Admittedly, after 20…d5! 21.♕e7 gxh4 (less advantage is offered by 21…♗h3 22.hxg5 ♗xf1 23.gxh6 ♗xd3 24.♕xb7 ♖f8 25.cxd3 ♕xh6) 22.♘e4 ♗f5 23.♘f6+ ♖xf6 24.♕xf6 ♗xd3 25.cxd3 ♖e8 26.d4 hxg3 (also possible is 26…♖e6 27.♕xh4 ♕xh4 28.gxh4 ♖h6, retaining winning chances in the rook ending) 27.fxg3 ♖e6, Black has an extra pawn for no compensation.

20…♗h3 21.e5 ♖xd6 22.exd6 ♕f3 23.♕e4 ♕xe4 24.♘xe4 ♗xf1 25.♔xf1 gxh4 26.gxh4 ♖d8 27.♔e2 f5 28.♘g3 ♖xd6 29.♘xf5 ♖f6 30.♘g3 ♖f4 31.h5 ♔f7 32.♔e3 ♖h4 33.♔f3 ♔f6 34.♔e3 ♔g5 35.♔f3 ♖f4+ 36.♔e3 ♔g4 37.♔e2 ♖f3

White resigned.


128 ***

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



It is clear that Black’s biggest problem is the weakness of f7. But how does White get at it? He has several unusual possibilities to do so, and anyone who finds one of them can be congratulated on their creativity. So, let us consider the various possibilities. White can end the game at once with the brilliant…

22.♖ae1!!

There is no defence against the transfer of the rook via e3 to g3 or f3. Interesting is 22.♖a3!? ♗xa3 23.bxa3, and White has a square on d6 for his knight. However, Black can defend: 23…♕e7! (23…cxb5 24.♗xf7! ♔xf7 25.♘d6+ ♕xd6 26.♕h5+ ♔e7 (26…♔g7 27.exd6 ♘d7 28.♕g4+ ♔f7 29.♖e1 ♖e8 30.♕h5+ ♔f8 31.♕xh6+ ♔f7 32.♕h7++–) 27.exd6+ ♔xd6 28.♕e5+ ♔d7 29.♖e1 ♘c7 30.♕g7+ ♔d6 31.♕xh6+– – the h-pawn quickly promotes) 24.♘d6 ♕g5 25.♕d1 cxb5 26.♘xb7 – Black has a weak king, but his queenside pawn majority offers him hopes of counterplay.

Another idea also uses the possibility of transferring the rook via the a-file: 22.b6!?. However, after 22…a5 (he loses after 22…axb6 23.♖xa8 ♗xa8 24.♕f3 ♕e8 (24…f5 25.exf6 ♘xf6 26.♘xf6 ♗xf6 27.♖e1 ♕e7 28.♗g4+–) 25.♖a1 ♗b7 26.♖a7 ♗c8 27.♘d6+–), White needs to understand another idea of his previous move: 23.♖a3, or even stronger 23.♖ae1!!, with the idea of ♖e1-e3.

22…cxb5

22…♗g5 23.f4 ♗e7 24.f5+–.

23.♖e3 ♘d7

23…♘xe3 24.fxe3 ♔e8 25.♖xf7 ♔d7 26.♘c5++–.

24.♖g3

24.♗xf7+–.

24…♗g5

24…♔e8 25.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 26.♕g6++–.

25.f4+–

Black is defenceless.


129 ***

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev
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Black’s problem is getting his ♖h8 into the game. With a great deal of imagination, it is possible to find the surprising

17…♖g8!!

If Black continues developing in traditional fashion, then after 17…♗g7, there follows 18.♖hd1, and one of the central pawns is lost. For example, after 18…e6 19.♖xd6 0-0 20.♔b1 ♖fc8 21.♖1d2, White retains control over the d-file, which combined with the threat of g3-g4, ensures him the initiative.

It turns out that the king feels quite safe on e8. After the transfer of the rook to e6, White’s pressure on the e-file disappears, and Black can quietly develop the bishop to g7. For example:

18.♖xf5 ♖g6

It is also possible first to bring out the other rook: 18…♖c8 19.♖e1 ♖g6 20.♖f6 e6 (an equal endgame results from 20…♕c4 21.♕xc4 ♖xc4 22.♖f5 ♖c5 23.♖xc5 dxc5) 21.♖f5 ♗g7 22.h4 ♔f8 23.h5 ♖h6 24.♗xh6 ♗xh6 25.♖g5 ♗xg5 26.fxg5 ♕c4 and Black is not worse.

19.♖f6

19.♔b1 ♖e6 20.♕d3 ♖c8 leads to more pleasant play for Black, thanks to his powerful centralisation.

19…♗g7 20.♖xg6 hxg6 21.♖e1 e6

[image: images]

Black is ready to play …♖a8-c8 and …♕c7-c4, transposing play into a somewhat better endgame. White needs to play accurately to maintain equality.


130 ***

Sergei Karjakin

2723

Boris Gelfand

2758

Khanty-Mansiysk 2009 (6)

[image: images]



The position looks roughly equal, and Black can quietly maintain the balance by strengthening the centre in the traditional manner: 11…♗e6 12.♘d2 c6 13.♘c4 (13.♘f3 ♗f6=) 13…♖e8 14.♗d2 ♗b4 15.♗xb4 ♘xb4=, with the prospect of future simplification on the e-file.

But, noting that the white king is defended only by pawns, Black begins a battle for the initiative:

11…♖a6!!

The possibility of the rook appearing imminently on g6 comes as a cold shower for White.

12.♕h5

Not yet appreciating the growing danger.

A draw could result from 12.♗xd5 ♕xd5 13.♖xe7 ♖g6 14.f3 (bad is 14.g4? ♕h5 15.♖e4 f5 and Black’s attack assumes a decisive character) 14…♗xh3 15.♖e2 ♕xf3 16.♕f1 ♗xg2 17.♖xg2 ♖xg2+ 18.♕xg2 ♕d1+ 19.♕f1 ♕g4+ 20.♕g2 ♕d1+, with perpetual check.

12…♘b4 13.♘a3

From here, the knight does not block the bishop, and the pawn on c2 is defended in the event of an exchange of light-squared bishops. But the knight also moves further away from the scantily-defended white king, which is more important. Therefore, he should prefer 13.♘d2!, with a defensible position.

13…♖g6 14.♗f4 b6 15.♕f3

[image: images]

Directed against the appearance of the black bishop on b7.

15…♗e6! 16.♗xe6

Of course, the pawn that now appears on e6 is backward, but a more important factor is the open f-file, along which the black rook comes into the attack.

Not 16.♖e2? ♘xc2! 17.♗xe6 ♘xa1 18.♗c4 ♗c5[image: images] – White cannot win the knight on a1.

More cautious was 16.♗g3, although after 16…♗xb3 17.cxb3 ♗d6, Black gets the advantage, since his pawn structure becomes more attractive.

16…fxe6 17.♕e4 ♗d6 18.♗xd6?

Now, the g-file remains open, and the threats along it become irresistible. The queen can easily be driven from e4, from where it defends the king.

It was essential to play 18.♗g3!, creating an extra barrier on the approaches to the white king. In reply, it makes sense for Black to force a weaknesses with 18…♕g5! (18…♘d5 19.♘c4 ♗xg3 20.fxg3 ♖xg3 21.♖f1 ♖f6 22.♖xf6 ♕xf6 23.♖f1 ♕g6 24.♖e1 allows White to hold the balance) 19.h4 ♕d8[image: images], retaining the initiative.

18…cxd6 19.♕xd4

19.g3 ♕g5 20.♖f1 ♘d5–+ – the knight heads to f4.

19…♕g5 20.g3 ♕f5 21.g4

21.h4 e5 22.♕e3 ♕h3–+, with threats of …♘b4-d5-f4 and …♖f8xf2.

21…h5 22.♖e4 d5 23.♔h2

23.♖e5 ♕f6–+.

23…♕f3 24.♖ee1 hxg4 25.♕e3 gxh3 26.♕xf3 ♖xf3 27.♖g1 ♖xf2+ 28.♔xh3 ♖xg1 29.♖xg1 ♘xc2 30.♘b5 ♖f3+ 31.♔g4 ♖xd3 32.♘d6 ♘e3+ 33.♔f4 ♘c4

White resigned.

Additional material

Petrosian-Rashkovsky, Moscow 1976

Jussupow-Ivanchuk, Brussels match/8 1991 – White’s 13th move

Tempone-Kasparov, Dortmund 1980 – Black’s 26th move

Alekhine-Tartakower, Bled 1931 – White’s 38th move

Morozevich-Kramnik, Frankfurt (rapid) 2000 – Black’s 44th move:

Kasparov-Karpov, Moscow Wch match/48 1985 – White’s 27th move





Chapter 24

Opening lines

Opening lines is a device that enables our pieces to develop full strength, and decide the game in our favour. Line-opening is usually favourable for the side having the superior coordination. If enemy pieces stand on the edge of the board, this is often a signal to open lines on the other flank, since in a sharp struggle, the offside pieces will often just turn out to be mere spectators.


131 *

Evgeny Vorobiov

2540

Nikolai Pokazaniev

2479

Russia tt 2006 (5)

[image: images]



Black is somewhat behind in development, and his ♗a7 needs time to get into play. Therefore, White opens additional lines:

18.e4! b6

This attempt to bring his dark-squared bishop to life takes too much time, but after 18…d4 19.♘a4, Black also has a difficult position – White threatens to play f4-f5, cramping Black over the entire board. In the future, the white knight will transfer via b2 to b4, after which, for example, he can unhurriedly prepare the advance of the g-pawn.

19.exd5 bxc5

Here, the prophylactic 20.♔h1 looks promising (20.♗c4 was played in the game), but the energetic…

20.fxe5!

[image: images]

looks even stronger. After the forced

20…c4+

(20…cxb4+ 21.♔h1 ♕xe5 (or 21…♘g4 22.d6 ♕e8 23.♘e4, with powerful centralisation) 22.axb4 cxd5 23.♘xd5! leads to a decisive advantage for White – the black queen is attacked wherever she goes)

21.♔h1 cxd3 22.exf6 ♕xf6 23.♕xd3 ♗f5 24.♕c4 ♕d4 25.♕xd4 ♗xd4 26.dxc6 ♖ac8 27.♘d5 ♖fe8 28.♗c3 ♗e4 29.♗xd4 ♗xd5 30.♖f2

White retains good winning chances.


132 **

Alberto David

2591

Konstantin Sakaev

2649

Kusadasi Ech 2006 (10)
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White has placed his hopes on the dark-squared bishop, which attacks g7 and helps the blockade of the b-file. In one blow, Black solves both problems:

17…♘xb6! 18.axb6 ♖xb6! 19.0-0-0

Very risky, but even after 19.♗xb6 ♕xb6 20.♕xc4 ♗h4+ 21.♘g3 ♗f6, the black initiative more than compensates for the sacrificed exchange.

19…e5

Another promising possibility is 19…♗d7, preparing the transfer to the b-file of the ♖f8.

20.♗xb6 ♕xb6

White will not manage to get the knight to d5, which means that he faces a difficult defence.

21.♕a3 ♕a7 22.♔b1 ♗e6

Also good is the immediate 22…d5 23.♕c3 dxe4 24.fxe4 ♗xg4 25.♕xc4 ♖b8, with attack.

23.♘c3 d5 24.♕a5 d4 25.♘d5 ♗d6 26.f4 exf4 27.e5 ♗c5 28.♘xf4 ♗xg4 29.♖de1 ♖b8 30.e6 ♗xe6

A simpler win is 30…fxe6.

31.♘xe6 fxe6 32.♖hf1 ♗b4 33.♕e5 ♗xe1 34.♕xe6+ ♔h8 35.♖xe1 ♕c5

And Black realised his advantage over time.


133 **

Svetozar Gligoric

Daniel Yanofsky

Saltsjöbaden izt 1948 (19)
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Thanks to the fact that the black rooks are stalemated on the kingside, White has possibilities to open the game, without refraining from possible sacrifices:

31.c4! ♔g7

31…♘xb4 32.♖b3+–.

32.cxd5 ♘xd5 33.f5

It was also possible to leave out this central break and play 33.♖xd5 exd5 34.e6 f6 35.♖xd5 ♖d8 36.♖d7+ ♖xd7 37.exd7 ♕g8 38.♘ge6+ ♔h7 39.♕d2 ♕f7 40.♕d6+–.

33…gxf5 34.♖xd5

The unfortunate position of the black king could also have been exploited in a different way: 34.♖g3 ♔f8 35.♖xd5 exd5 36.e6 ♖xg5 37.♖xg5 fxe6 38.♕g3 ♘e7 39.♕e5 ♖h7 40.♘xe6+ ♔f7 41.♘g7+–.

34…exd5 35.e6 f6 36.♘f7

White chooses a prosaic way to realise his advantage. More energetic, stronger and simpler was 36.♖xd5 ♖e8 37.♖xf5+–.

36…♘e7 37.♕d4 ♘c6

More tenacious was 37…♖d8, after which the most precise way to win is 38.♖d3 ♕c7 39.♖c3! ♘c6 40.♕f2 f4 41.♘d3! d4 42.♘xf4!+–.

38.♕xd5 ♖d8 39.♘d7 ♔g6 40.♖f1 ♘e7 41.♕d4

Black resigned.


134 ***

Julio Granda Zuniga

2640

Konstantin Sakaev

2626

Khanty-Mansiysk 2009 (1)
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If White manages to blockade the kingside by playing ♗g2-h3, it will become hard to develop Black’s initiative and, in turn, if the initiative grinds to a halt, White’s superior pawn structure will start to tell. Therefore, Black simply opens lines, not worrying about sacrificing a pawn, even though it does not bring immediate dividends.

20…h3! 21.♗xh3 ♘h4 22.♘xh4 ♖xh4

A transposition to the game would result from 22…♗d6 23.♖fd1 ♖xh4 24.♔f1 ♕e7.

23.♖fd1

No better or worse is 23.♔g2 ♗d6 24.♖h1 – the bishop on h3 is terrible, but in return, the king is no longer in the centre and is protected better.

23…♗d6 24.♔f1 ♕e7

[image: images]

25.g5!

The only defence against …♘d7-e5.

25…♘e5

The other possibility is less concrete, and would therefore create greater tension: 25…♘c5!?.

26.♕f5 ♘c4

Now, b2 hangs, and a sacrifice on e3 is threatened in various lines.

[image: images]

27.♘e2

The knight goes to the defence of the kingside.

White holds after 27.♖c2, but during the game, the blow on e3 looked dangerous: 27…♘xe3+ (27…♗c7 28.♖xd8+ ♕xd8 29.♕d7 ♕xd7 30.♗xd7 ♗d8, with equality; a double-edged position could arise, despite the limited material remaining, after 27…♖dh8 28.♗g2 ♕xe3 29.♘e4 ♖h1+ 30.♗xh1 ♖xh1+ 31.♔g2 ♖xd1 32.♖xc4 ♕e1 33.♘xd6 ♕g1+ 34.♔f3 ♖xd6 35.♖h4) 28.fxe3 ♕xe3 29.♖xd6 ♖f4+ 30.♔g2.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



From afar, it seems that there should be a win, but after checking, it turns out that all roads lead to a draw, for example: 30…♕f3+ 31.♔g1 ♕e3+ (31…♖e8 32.♖e2 ♖xf5 33.♖xe8+ ♔c7 34.♗xf5 ♕g3+ 35.♔h1 ♕h4+ 36.♔g2 ♕xg5+ 37.♔h1 – Black has nothing more than perpetual check) 32.♔h2 ♖xf5 33.♖xd8+ ♔c7 34.♘d5+ ♖xd5 35.♖xd5 ♕f4+ 36.♔g1 ♕e3+, with perpetual.

27…♖e8

Black had a wide choice: 27…♘xb2, 27…♗c7, 27…♖dh8, 27…♖g8. It is impossible to calculate them all, because although sharp and tense, the position is not concrete. Therefore, my choice fell on the line in which Black retains the most centralised pieces.

28.♘d4?

A blunder in approaching time-trouble. It was essential to defend against Black’s obvious threats with 28.♖c3, with a complicated battle.

28…♘xe3+! 29.fxe3 ♕xe3 30.♖c3 ♖f4+ 31.♔g2 ♕f2+

White resigned.


135 ***

Vasily Smyslov

Alexander Kotov

Moscow 1943

[image: images]



The light squares on the kingside are weakened in Black’s camp. In addition, the ♗g7 is very passively placed, with its only function being the defence of the pawn on h6. But how can we exploit this? Playing h2-h4-h5 takes a long time, and allows Black, if necessary, to close up the kingside with …g6-g5. Consequently, there followed

24.♘f5!! gxf5

It was still better to play 24…g5, although after 25.♕g3 followed by h2-h4 and the threat of opening the h-file for his rook, White’s initiative is very dangerous.

25.gxf5

[image: images]

For the piece, White has obtained the g-file for the attack, and the ♗g7 prevents Black from regrouping his pieces and setting up a defence.

25…♘c7 26.♖g1 ♘e8

[image: images]

27.♖g6

This allows a regrouping that offers Black some chances of defence. Stronger was the more resolute 27.♗xh6! ♔g8 (the variation 27…♗xh6 28.♖g6 ♕g7 29.♖xg7+ ♘xg7 30.♖g1 ♘e7 31.♘h4 leaves Black no hope) 28.♗xg7 ♘xg7 29.♖xg7+ ♕xg7 30.♖g1, winning.

27…♖f7

The last chance was 27…♖h8!, although after 28.♗xh6 ♔g8 29.♖bg1 ♖h7


[image: images]

analysis diagram



30.♖6g4!! followed by ♖g4-h4, White retains a strong attack.

28.♖bg1 ♔g8 29.♖xh6! ♔f8 30.♖h7 ♔e7 31.♕h5

Another effective way to win was 31.♖g6, with the idea of ♘f3-g5.

31…♔d6 32.♗f4+ ♘e5 33.♗xe5+ fxe5 34.f6 ♘xf6 35.♕xe5+ ♔c6 36.♖hxg7 ♔b5 37.♘xd4+ ♔b6 38.b4 ♖c8 39.♖xf7 ♕xf7 40.♕d6+ ♖c6 41.♘xc6 ♘xe4 42.bxc5+

1-0

Additional material

Geller-Smyslov, Moscow match/5 1965

Reshevsky-Vaganian, Skopje 1976

Velimirovic-Vasiukov, Tbilisi 1973

Dolmatov-Yurtaev, Sochi 1978 – White’s 31st move

Kavalek-Martinovic, Sarajevo 1968 – White’s 24th move

Petrosian-Botvinnik, Moscow Wch match/15 1963 – White’s 39th move

Petrosian-Bangiev, Moscow 1974 – Black’s 27th move

Kasparov-Karpov, Linares 2001





Chapter 25

The pin

A pin is an attack by a long range piece on an enemy unit, behind which, and on the same line of attack, there stands another enemy unit or an important square. As a result, the pin usually involves three units:

1. The pinning piece – this role can be fulfilled by any piece, except a knight and king.

2. The pinned piece – the defending piece. A pin usually results in its loss of mobility.

3. The target piece – the piece being covered by the pinned piece. Usually, this is a more valuable piece than the pinned one.

Many combinations are based on a pin, and even more use a pin as an additional element.


136 *

José Raul Capablanca

Marc Fonaroff

New York 1918

[image: images]



Black has several units under potential threats: his queen, the ♘e5 and the pawns on d6 and g7. In addition, he has not made luft for his king. Exploiting the motifs of the pin and the back rank, White carries out a winning combination:

17.♖xd6! ♖xd6 18.♗xe5 ♖d1 19.♖xd1 ♗xe5 20.♘h6+ ♔h8 21.♕xe5 ♕xe5 22.♘xf7+

Black resigned.


137 *

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



The combination of the moves b2-b3 and ♗c1-d2 is unfortunate, so if Black is able quietly to complete his development, he will get a good game. However, his bishop hangs on the c-file:

11.♘xd5! ♕xd5 12.b4[image: images]

In an open position, White secures the advantage of the two bishops, thanks to which he has a clear advantage.


138 *

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



Retreating the ♘a5 would lose the initiative, as the ♖a1 hangs. But there followed instead

18.♗f4! ♗xa5 19.♗c7

Black’s queenside is ruined and White wins.


139 *

Alois Hellmayr

2281

Viktor Bologan

2589

Frankfurt rapid 2000 (6)

[image: images]



20…d4!

A beautiful move, which allows Black to win material with the help of a small combination.

21.exd4 ♗xe5!

Now, White loses the pawn on d4 as well.

22.♖fe1 cxd4 23.♖xc8 ♖xc8

Black has an extra pawn and the better position. The rest of the game was just a technical realisation of a large advantage.

24.♖c1 ♖e8 25.♘g1 ♗g7 26.♖e1 ♖d8 27.♘e2 ♘e3+ 28.♔g1 h5 29.♘c1 ♕d5 30.♘d3 ♕xf3 31.♕e2 ♕d5 32.b4 ♖e8 33.♕f2 ♔h7 34.♘f4 ♕b7 35.♖c1 ♖c8 36.♖xc8 ♕xc8 37.♘d3 ♕c4 38.♕e2 ♕e6 39.♘f4 ♕e4 40.♘h3 ♕b1+ 41.♔f2 ♕xb2

White resigned.


140 *

Lazaro Bruzon Batista

2584

Konstantin Sakaev

2639

Ubeda 2001 (10)

[image: images]



In playing his last move (17.g4-g5), White missed a tactical nuance:

17…♘xe4! 18.♘xe4 d5

Both the ♗f4 and the b1-h7 diagonal are hanging.

19.♘c3

In the variation 19.♘d4 dxe4 20.♕xe4 ♗c5 21.c3 ♗g4! 22.♖d2 ♗f5 23.♕xf5 ♕xf5 24.♘xf5 ♗xg1, White again loses because of the pin, only this time on a different diagonal.

19…♖xf4 20.♘xd5 ♗xd5 21.♕xd5 ♖f5

Black wins a pawn, in addition to which he has the advantage of bishop over knight, and the more active major pieces – White’s position is hopeless.

22.♕e4 ♗xg5+ 23.♔b1 ♖e8 24.♕g2 ♗f6 25.♖d3 ♖fe5

White resigned.


141 *

Markus Ragger

2655

Zoltan Almasi

2710

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (12)

[image: images]



The ♘d4 is pinned, which gives rise to a tactical motif:

31…♘e6!

First, increasing the pressure and forcing the ♘d6 to leave its active position.

The immediate 31…♗e2, with the same idea, was also possible, but after 32.♖xc5 ♗xd1 (on 32…♕xc5, there also follows 33.♘6f5) 33.♘6f5, the position remains dynamic, and the realisation of the advantage is more difficult.

In the game, Black played very poorly, not even trying to exploit the pin, and after 31…♘e4 32.♘xe4 dxe4 33.♘f5 ♖xa2, a double-edged position arose.

32.♘6f5 ♘xd4 33.♘xd4 ♗e2!

Because of the back-rank mate, retreating to d2 is impossible, and so White loses material. After

34.♖b3 ♕c5

White has to surrender the exchange:

35.♖bb1 ♗xd1 36.♖xd1 ♖xa2

Black is winning easily.


142 **

Sipke Ernst

2554

Konstantin Landa

2641

Germany Bundesliga 2012/13 (4)

[image: images]



We have a position from one of the currently popular variations of the Ragozin.

8…♘xd5

Sacrificing a pawn for the initiative is also interesting: 8…0-0. But White can decline it and stick to his plan: 9.a3! (9.dxe6 ♗xe6 10.♕d1 ♖d8 11.e3 ♘c6 12.♖c1 ♗xc3 13.bxc3 ♗xa2 14.c4 ♕a3 15.♗e2 ♘e4[image: images]) 9…♗xc3 10.♗xc3 ♘xd5 11.♗d2, with a somewhat better game.

9.♘xd5

9.♖c1 does not create threats along the c-file. Black can simply reply 9…0-0 10.a3 (10.♘xd5? ♕xc1+–+) 10…♗xc3 11.♗xc3 ♘xc3 12.♕xc3 ♕xc3+ 13.♖xc3 ♘c6 14.g3 ♗d7 15.♗g2 ♖fd8 16.0-0 ♗e8 17.♖fc1 ♔f8=.

9…♗xd2+ 10.♔xd2!?

Simple equality results from 10.♘xd2 (the white knight moves away from the key square d4) 10…exd5 11.e3 0-0 12.♕b5 (12.♗d3 d4 13.e4 ♕g5! is unpleasant for White) 12…♕d6 13.♘f3 ♘c6 14.♖d1 ♖d8 15.♗e2 ♗f5 16.0-0 ♖ac8 17.♘d4 ♗e4 18.♕xb7 ♘xd4 19.♖xd4 ♖b8 20.♕a6 ♕xa6 21.♗xa6 ♖xb2=.

[image: images]

10…♕d6!

An important subtlety, based on the idea of the pin. The main aim that is achieved with its aid is to keep the queens on the board, with the white king being unsafe. Black is prepared to sacrifice a pawn and even lose tempi for this purpose, as king safety is that important!

Other continuations lead to some advantage for White:

A) 10…♕xd5+ 11.♕xd5 exd5 12.e3 – the ending is quite unpleasant, without chances of any sort of counterplay;

B) 10…exd5 11.♖c1 ♕a5+ 12.♕c3 ♕xc3+ 13.♖xc3 ♘c6 14.e3[image: images].

11.e4

Probably, it was somewhat stronger to play 11.♘d4 exd5 12.♘b5 (12.e3 0-0 13.♖c1 ♘c6 14.♕c3 ♗d7 – Black is already better, because the white king is not safe) 12…♕e7 13.♕a3, forcing Black to exchange queens. But then, after 13…♕xa3, White must either spoil his pawn structure, or retreat his knight to the terrible square a3. In this version, the endgame would not be worse for Black: 14.bxa3 (14.♘xa3 ♘c6 15.♘b5 0-0 16.e3 d4!? – after the sacrifice, Black can develop an attack on the white king, even in the endgame) 14…♘a6 15.♖c1 0-0 16.e3 b6 17.♘c7 ♘xc7 18.♖xc7 ♗e6 19.♗a6 d4 20.exd4 ♗xa2=.

11…exd5 12.♗b5+ ♘c6!?

A fighting move. Here, Black could equalise with 12…♗d7 13.♗xd7+ ♘xd7 14.♕xd5 ♕xd5+ 15.exd5 0-0-0 16.♖he1 ♘f6 17.♖ac1+ ♔b8 18.♖e7 ♖xd5+ 19.♔e1 ♖d7=.

13.♕xd5 ♕f4+

13…♕b4+!?.

14.♔c3 0-0 15.♗xc6 bxc6

15…♗e6 16.♕e5 ♕g4 17.♗xb7+–.

16.♕e5 ♕g4

Obtaining sufficient counterplay for the sacrificed pawn.

17.♖ad1 f6 18.♕c7 ♗e6?!

An inaccuracy. Stronger was 18…♕xe4! 19.♖he1 ♕f5, and White has an advantage in development, but an exposed king. After analysis, we can confirm that the position is one of dynamic equality.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



20.b3! (White cannot play for mate with 20.♖e7 ♕c5+ 21.♔b3? (21.♔d2 ♔h8 22.♖xg7? ♕b4+ 23.♔c1 ♗f5–+) 21…♗e6+–+) 20…♕c5+ 21.♔b2 ♕xf2+ 22.♖d2 ♕b6 23.♕xb6 axb6 24.♖d6 ♗g4 25.♖xc6 ♖fd8, with rough equality.

19.♘d4 ♖f7

Another possibility is 19…♗f7!? 20.f3! ♕xg2 21.♕g3 ♕xg3 22.hxg3, although White retains some pressure.

20.♕d6 ♗d7 21.f3 ♕g5

Black can try to get a better version of the endgame that arises in the game, by 21…♕xg2 22.♕g3 ♕h3 23.♕xh3 ♗xh3 24.♖hg1 ♖d8 25.♘b3 ♖xd1 26.♖xd1 ♗g2 27.♖d3 ♖e7∞.

22.♘b3! ♕xg2 23.♕g3 ♕xg3

Forced. Not 23…♕e2? 24.♖d3, and there is no defence against ♘c1.

24.hxg3

White has the better endgame, although Black subsequently managed to draw.


143 **

Evgeny Bareev

2365

Sergei Smagin

2500

Kiev ch-URS 1986 (3)

[image: images]



White has a solid positional advantage – his pieces are more active, and the pawn on f5 prevents the black pieces developing activity. To add to his other woes, Black is subject to an X-ray along the h4-d8 diagonal that White effectively exploits:

21.♖xe7!

If he didn’t have this blow, White would have quietly increased the pressure by 21.♖e2 with the idea of ♖f1-e1, or 21.♘f3.

21…♕xe7

21…♖xe7 22.♗xf6 gxf6 23.♘xd5 ♖e8 24.♘e4 ♔h8 25.♘dxf6 ♖e7 26.d5 also leaves Black no chances.

22.♘xd5 ♕d6 23.♘xf6+ gxf6 24.♘e4 ♕xd4+ 25.♔h1 ♗a4

An attempt to sharpen the battle.

A) 25…♖ac8 26.♗xf6+–;

B) 25…♖xe4 26.♗xe4 ♖c8 27.♕d3 ♕xd3 28.♗xd3 ♖c6 29.♖f4+– leads to an ending where Black has very few chances of saving himself.

26.♕e2 ♘d7

[image: images]

27.♖f4

The concentration of a large number of pieces around the black king ensures White victory.

27…♔h8

A) 27…♖ac8 28.♕d2+–;

B) 27…♔f8 28.♕d2+–.

28.♕d2!

He could also have put the rook on the h-file first with 28.♗f2 ♕d5 29.♖h4 ♘f8 30.♕d2+–.

28…♕e5

28…♖ac8 29.♘xf6 ♕e3 30.♘xd7 ♖c1+ 31.♔h2 ♕g1+ 32.♔g3 ♖e3+ 33.♖f3 ♖xf3+ 34.♔xf3+–.

29.♖g4 ♕e7

29…♖g8 30.♕h6 ♖xg4 31.hxg4 ♖g8 32.♘xf6 ♖g7 33.♘xd7+–.

30.♕h6

Black resigned.


144 ***

Evgeny Gleizerov

2560

Spartak Vysochin

2531

Romania tt 2006 (3)

[image: images]



Black is insufficiently developed, and this circumstance allows White to land a tactical blow:

14.♘xb5! axb5 15.♗xb5+ ♘d7 16.0-0

The knight cannot escape from the pin without serious material losses.

16…e5 17.♖fd1 ♗c5

On 17…f6 or 17…♔e7, there follows 18.♖ac1.

18.♗xe5 ♗b6 19.♖ac1 ♔e7 20.♗c7 ♗xc7 21.♖xc7 ♗c8

Is Black defending? No, his pieces are tied up, and White has a pair of passed pawns, which are ready to promote.

22.a4 h5

He has to bring the rook into the game in this way, but Black does not solve his problems.

23.a5 ♖h6 24.a6 ♖xa6 25.♖cxd7+ ♗xd7 26.♗xa6 ♖b8 27.♖d2 ♖a8 28.♗e2

And White won.


145 **

Alexander Kotov

Gedeon Barcza

Stockholm izt 1952 (19)

[image: images]



All the black pieces are extremely passive, and the ♘a7 creates a sad impression also. Not surprisingly, as well as possibilities of increasing the pressure gradually, White has an energetic decision:

21.♘df5! gxf5 22.♘xf5 ♕c7

22…♕e6 23.♗xg7 ♘xg7 24.♕g5 ♕e5 25.♘h6+ ♔h8 26.♕xe5 dxe5 27.♖xd8 ♖xd8 28.♘xf7++–.

23.♘xg7 ♘xg7

[image: images]

24.♗f6!

This move had to be foreseen earlier – here, the bishop is invulnerable, also preventing moves by the black f-pawn, and a mating attack on the dark squares is inevitable.

24…♔h8

On 24…♘e6, White wins with 25.f4, followed by f4-f5.

25.♕g5 ♖g8 26.h4!

The white pawn calmly advances to h6, as the black pieces need too much time to come to the aid of their king.

26…♖de8 27.h5 ♖e5 28.♗xe5 dxe5 29.♕f6 ♘c8 30.h6 ♘e7 31.♖d2

Black resigned.


146 ***

Anatoly Karpov

2775

Boris Gulko

2615

Spain tt 1996 (4)

[image: images]



Black has not completed his development, and the light squares in his camp are insufficiently protected. With the aid of a nice tactic, White exploits these circumstances to his benefit:

15.♖xd7+! ♔xd7 16.♘xb6+ ♗xb6 17.♗a4

The black pieces cannot come to help their king, which comes under checks from all sides.

17…♔c8 18.♘e5 ♔b8 19.♘xc6+ ♔b7

[image: images]

20.♘e5

It was possible to keep the black rook from the open file, and keep it passive: 20.♘e7! ♖ad8 21.♗c6+ ♔b8 22.♗f3 ♖d7 23.♘c6+ ♔c8 24.♗c3 – White continues his attack, and the black pieces lack coordination.

20…♖ac8 21.♗c6+ ♔a7 22.♘xf7 ♖hf8 23.♘e5 ♘d5

It was essential to play 23…♗c7! 24.♘f3 ♗d6 – the white bishop is currently pinned, on account of which Black retains a defensible position.

24.♖d1 ♖fd8 25.♗a4 ♘e7 26.♘d7 ♘d5 27.♔f1

White quietly strengthens his position – there aren’t any entry squares for the black rooks, whilst at the same time, Black has a large group of weak light squares.

27…♗xe3

This is bad, but otherwise Black cannot develop any activity.

The other attempt at activity is no better: 27…♘f6 28.♗c3 ♖c4 29.♘xf6 ♖xa4 30.♖xd8 ♗xd8 31.♘xh7 – White’s kingside pawns promote.

The most tenacious is 27…♖c4, although after 28.♘xb6 ♔xb6 29.♗b3 ♖cc8 30.♔e2, White retains a large advantage.

28.♖xd5 exd5 29.fxe3

The white minor pieces have secure central posts, which allow them to cope easily with the rooks.

29…♖c4 30.b4 ♖e4 31.♗c3 a5 32.a3 axb4 33.axb4 ♖e7 34.♘e5 ♖f8+ 35.♔e2 ♔b7 36.♗c6+ ♔c7 37.b5 ♖f5 38.♘f3 ♖e4 39.h3 ♖a4 40.g4 ♖a2+ 41.♘d2 d4 42.♗xd4

Black resigned.


147 ***

Anatoly Karpov

2725

Wolfgang Unzicker

2510

Bad Kissingen 1980 (5)

[image: images]



White realises that Black can be checked and pinned along the 7th and 8th ranks, which prompts thoughts of the following idea:

32.♘xa5!!

If White plays prosaically and blockades the a-pawn with 32.♖a4, then after 32…♘f6 33.♘c5 e5!, the solidity of White’s central construction is broken, and he does not win the a5-pawn.

32…e5

The point of White’s idea is revealed after 32…♖xa5 33.♕xa8+ ♖xa8 34.♖xa8+ ♔h7 35.♖b7 – the ♘d7 is lost, as on 35…♕d6 there follows a pin from the other side — 36.♖d8.

33.♘b3 ♖xa1 34.♘xa1 ♖a2 35.♘c2 exd4 36.♕c8+ ♔h7 37.♕c4 ♖a8 38.♕d3+ ♔g8 39.♘xd4

With the presence of knights, White’s winning chances are very considerable, and in a long battle, he succeeded in realising his extra pawn.


148 ***

Jozsef Szily

Lev Polugaevsky

Bad Liebenstein 1963 (10)

[image: images]



The results of the opening have clearly been favourable to Black, and he needs to decide how to increase his advantage. Grandmaster Polugaevsky chose the most technical way, elegantly freeing his ♘f6 from the pin.

21…♗d8!

The most pragmatic. There is no need to calculate lots of variations or to invent anything – Black keeps all the advantages of his position. The main one is that White does not have the break e4-e5, and it is not clear what he can do.

Even so, for the sake of curiosity, let us check whether the sacrifice was possible: 21…♖xc3 22.♖xc3 ♘xe4 23.♖c7 (23.♗e1 ♕d1 24.♖g1 ♕xd4 25.♖c7 ♗f6 26.♖xb7 ♕d5 27.♖c7 ♗d8 28.♖c8 ♕b7 – the realisation of the extra pawn looks simple).


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Now, the unlikely 23…♗d8!! wins. Black gives White a tempo, with which he can take the bishop! This is all done for the sake of deflecting the rook to b7 (only an unclear game results from 23…♘f2+ 24.♗xf2 ♕xh3 25.♖xb7 ♕g4 26.♖xe7 ♕xf4; Also not entirely convincing is 23…♗xh4 24.♘f3 b4! 25.♕xh4 ♕b5 26.♖a1 bxa3 – Black has the advantage, but White retains counterplay) 24.♖xb7 ♗xh4. Threatening …♕h5-d5, and also a check on f2, followed by mate on d1. There is no defence: 25.♘f3 ♕d5, or 25.♕d3 ♘c5;

If we switch on our imagination, we can find another beautiful move 21…♕g4!?, transposing into a better endgame.

22.♘de2

Black also wins easily after 22.e5 dxe5 23.fxe5 ♘g4 24.♗xd8 ♕xh3 25.♖xh3 ♖fxd8.

22…♕g4

He could have taken the pawn immediately, which is simpler and stronger: 22…♘xe4 23.♘xe4 ♗xe4.

23.♗xf6 ♕xh3 24.♖xh3 ♗xf6

[image: images]

The bishops press over the whole board, and in addition, White has nothing but weaknesses.

25.♖d1 ♖c6 26.♖dd3 ♖fc8 27.♔g1 ♔f8 28.♔f1 g5!

The kingside structure also changes in Black’s favour.

29.e5

This desperate attempt to sharpen the game does not bring any relief, as Black is excellently prepared for any opening of the game.

29…dxe5 30.♘e4 ♗g7 31.fxg5 hxg5 32.c3 g4 33.♖h7 ♖6c7 34.♘g5 ♗d5 35.♖g3 f6 36.c4 bxc4 37.bxc4 ♖xc4

0-1

Additional material

Rubinstein-Lasker, St Petersburg 1909

Rivlin-Botvinnik, Leningrad 1925 – Black’s 10th move

Sveshnikov-Rashkovsky, Sochi 1976 – White’s 25th move

Kasparov-Beliavsky, Moscow match/9 1983 – White’s 18th move





Chapter 26

The fork

The fork is a lifelong monument to the most striking and interesting chess piece, the knight. The fork in chess is a situation where two or more enemy pieces are attacked simultaneously by a single piece. The most effective fork is where one of the attacked units is the king (via check), or when the attacked pieces are more valuable than the attacking piece. The most common fork in modern chess is probably where both rooks are attacked by a knight and the exchange is lost. The ability of other pieces to attack two enemy units at once is dealt with in the next chapter under ‘The double attack’.


149 *

Jonny Hector

2575

Boris Grachev

2682

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (8)

[image: images]



In this position, Black was happy to draw, and played his last move 34…♖e7-e6 carelessly. But instead of repeating moves by 35.♖d7+ ♖e7, there followed…

35.♖xc6!

and Black resigned.

Even in apparently simple positions, one must never relax one’s concentration!


150 *

Levan Pantsulaia

2461

Mladen Palac

2561

Greece tt 2003 (2)

[image: images]



28.♕xd6! f5

After 28…♖xd6 29.♘xd6 ♕c6 30.♘xc8 ♕xc8 31.♖d8+, Black loses all his pieces.

29.♘c3!

This move does not leave Black any hope of resistance.

29…♕xb3

29…♖xc3 30.♕xe6+ ♔h7 31.♖d5 ♕e8 32.♕xf5++–.

30.♕e5 ♖xc3 31.♖d7

Black resigned.


151 *

B Belov

A Dimitrova

Moscow 2012

[image: images]



Black’s pieces are well centralised. Her ♘d5 is especially well placed, taking numerous squares from the white queen. In fact, it is so well placed that it turns out that Black can immediately win:

41…♖xa2+ 42.♔xa2 ♘b4+

And White loses his queen, wherever his king goes.


152 **

Evgeny Bareev

2707

Peter Leko

2713

Wijk aan Zee 2002 (5)

[image: images]



The knight is an agile piece, and the X-ray on the long diagonal allows a tactical idea that was seen in the game:



28.♖xc8 ♖xc8 29.♘c6!

Black must lose the exchange, after which the realisation is a simple matter of technique.

29…♗xb2 30.♘e7+ ♔g7 31.♘xc8 ♕f5 32.♘d6 ♕f3+ 33.♔g1 ♗e5 34.♕c2

An even simpler win was 34.♕b3 ♘h5 35.♕d5 ♗xg3 36.♕xf7+ ♕xf7 37.♘xf7+–.

34…h5 35.h4 ♕g4 36.♔g2

Repeating moves to save time before the time-control, a typical device that is useful to employ sometimes.

36…♕f3+ 37.♔g1 ♕g4

Nor are there any chances from 37…♗xg3 38.fxg3 ♕xg3+ 39.♕g2 ♕xe3+ 40.♕f2+–.

38.♕b3 ♗xg3 39.♕xf7+ ♔h6 40.♕f8+ ♔h7 41.♕e7+

Black resigned.


153 **

Viktor Kortchnoi

2623

Ilya Smirin

2650

Odessa rapid 2007 (9)

[image: images]



The knight is an agile piece, as one must always remember. Having forgotten that here, after…

25.♘c1!

Black resigned, because of 25…♖xe1 26.♘xd3.


154 ***

Jaan Ehlvest

2635

Lembit Oll

2625

Talinn rapid 1997 (9)

[image: images]



White has just taken the g7-pawn, counting on…

26…♔xg7

(in the game, Black trusted his opponent, and after 26…♗xg2 27.♔xg2 ♔xg7 28.♖e7+ ♔f8 29.♖e6 ♔f7 30.♖c6, found himself in an unpleasant position, which he gradually lost)

27.♖e7+ ♔h8 28.♖e6,

regaining the piece, having improved the activity of the white pieces. However, he had overlooked the counterblow

28…b4! 29.axb4 ♘d5 30.♖xc6 ♘xb4

Never underestimate the agility of a knight! Black wins a piece, with excellent winning chances.





Chapter 27

The double attack

The double attack is the simultaneous creation of two serious threats against the opponent. It is the most widely-seen method of winning material in chess. The philosophy on this tactical device is simple – even if the opponent can defend against one threat, he may well not be able to defend against both at the same time.


155 *

Borislav Ivkov

2485

Judit Polgar

2630

Monaco 1994 (12)

[image: images]



The knight and bishop are unstably placed, and understanding this allowed Black to find a long queen move:

10…♕g5!

White must lose a piece.

11.♘d5 exd5 12.exd5+

White gets some compensation for the piece in the form of control of the open files, an advantage in development, and the fact that Black has not castled. Even so, the compensation is insufficient and Black won.


156 **

Konstantin Landa

2628

Erwin l’Ami

2611

Vlissingen 2011 (9)

[image: images]



Black has definite compensation for the exchange, as his passed a-pawns are dangerous. If he manages to consolidate his position and ensure the coordination of his bishops, he will no longer be worse. White must act decisively.

27.c4!

A small deflection, to set up the double attack.

27…♗xc4 28.♘d2

With the help of this small combination, White gives up his passed c-pawn, but deprives Black of his pair of powerful bishops. Now, only one of them remains on the board.

28…♗c3 29.♖c1 ♗xd2 30.♖xc4 h5 31.g3 ♖a8

[image: images]

32.♖c2!

Drawing the bishop to b4, where it will hamper the advance its own a-pawn.

32…♗b4 33.♖cc6 g6 34.♖b7!?

White does not rush to take the pawn on a6 and exchange a pair of rooks, which would give Black good chances of a draw.

34…♗f8 35.♖f6 a4 36.♖fxf7 a5 37.♖a7!

Now, the rooks can be exchanged, as White already has a pawn advantage on the kingside.

37…♖xa7 38.♖xa7 ♗b4 39.♖c7 a3 40.♖c2 ♔f7 41.♔f1 ♔e6 42.♔e2 ♔d5 43.♔d3

The white king comes over to relieve the rook from stopping the black passed pawn.

43…♗c5

This attempt to transfer the bishop to a better square ends badly.

44.f3 ♗d4

After 44…♗b4 45.♖e2 ♗c5 46.♔c2 ♔c4 47.♖e4+! ♗d4 48.♔b1, White should win.

45.♖c4! ♗g1 46.h3 ♗c5 47.♖e4 ♗d6 48.g4 h4 49.f4 a2 50.♖a4 ♗xf4 51.♖xa5+ ♔e6 52.♖xa2

Such an ending is hopeless for Black.

52…♔f6 53.♔e4 ♗g5 54.♔d5 ♗e3 55.♖e2 ♗g5 56.♖f2+ ♔e7 57.♔e5 ♗e3 58.♖b2

Black resigned.


157 **

Ivan Sokolov

2642

Dariusz Swiercz

2631

France tt 2013 (4)

[image: images]



White carelessly played

17.♘a4?

The continuation 17.d5 ♘e5 18.dxe6 ♗xe6 19.♘f4 promised approximate equality.

There followed the very concrete

17…♘xd4! 18.♖xd4 ♗xa4 19.♖b4

It turns out that after 19.♖xa4, there follows the double attack 19…♕b5 20.♖b4 ♕xe2 21.♗xb7 ♖ad8 – White’s position is worse, because of the weakness of his pawns and the activity of the black pieces. The attack on the f2-pawn will be very unpleasant.

19…♕a5 20.♗xb7 ♖ab8 21.♕f4

This is also a double attack, but without consequences for Black – White has a bishop hanging.

21…♕e5 22.♖c1 ♖fd8 23.♕xe5 ♗xe5 24.f4 ♗f6 25.♖xa4 ♖xb7 26.b4 ♖d2 27.♔f1 ♖bd7 28.♔e1 ♗d8!

Transferring the bishop to its strongest square on b6.

29.b5 ♗b6 30.♖e4 ♖a2 31.a4 ♔g7 32.g4 ♖d3 33.♖ec4 ♖f3

White resigned.


158 **

Smbat Lputian

2565

Margeir Petursson

2560

Luzern Wch tt 1993 (4)

[image: images]



With his last move, White withdrew his knight from d4, counting on driving the enemy rook back into its own camp. But he missed a blow, which became possible as a result of the lack of coordination between the white pieces:

21…♖xf3! 22.♕xb6

There is also not much chance of holding after 22.gxf3 ♕g5+ 23.♘g3 ♕xd2–+.

22…♕g5 23.♕xb7

[image: images]

23…♖h3! 24.♕a7

The idea behind Black’s last move is revealed by the simple variation 24.♖c2 ♕e3+ 25.♔h1 ♖xh2+ 26.♔xh2 ♘g4+ 27.♔h1 ♕h6+ 28.♔g1 ♕h2#.

24…♘f3+ 25.♔f2 ♘xd2

White resigned.





Chapter 28

Interference

Interference is when one places a piece on the line of an enemy unit, to stop its attacking or defensive effect. This is not seen that often in practice, but if it can be done at the right moment, the effect can be very striking, and sometimes you can win the game instantly!


159 *

Helgi Olafsson

2515

Jens Kristiansen

2390

Esbjerg 1985 (6)

[image: images]



White’s battery on the long diagonal looks dangerous, but mate is threatened, and this threat needs to be met. White’s solution was elegant:

31.♘f3!

1-0


160 *

Fidel Corrales Jimenez

2591

Sergei Fedorchuk

2650

Villa De Roquetas 2011 (8)

[image: images]



White threatens an unpleasant check on the kingside, but after…

37…♗d5!

the position immediately became clear.

38.♗c2 ♕xg2+ 39.♕xg2 ♗xg2 40.♘f7+ ♔g8 41.♗b3 ♗f1

White has a couple of checks, but his position is absolutely lost.

42.♘xh6+ ♔f8 43.♘g4 b5 44.♘e5 ♗c4 45.♘xc4 bxc4 46.♗xc4 ♖c8 47.♗b3 ♖d8 48.♗e6 ♖d2+ 49.♔g3 ♖xb2 50.♔f3 ♔e7

0-1


161 *

Kaido Külaots

2601

Fabien Libiszewski

2481

Aix-les-Bains Ech 2011 (7)

[image: images]



20.e5!

White shuts off the long diagonal of the black bishop. This proves sufficient for the black king to feel completely undefended.

Not 20.♘xe7+? ♘xe7 21.♘f6+ ♔h8 22.♗f8 ♘g8 23.e5 ♗xa1 24.♖xa1 ♕c3–+.

20…♗xa1

Other moves do not save him either:

A) 20…dxe5 21.♘gf6+ ♔h8 (21…exf6 22.♕xf6 e4 23.c3+–) 22.♕h4 ♗xa1 23.♗g7++–;

B) 20…♘4xe5 21.♘df6+ exf6 22.♘xf6+ ♔h8 23.♘xe8 ♘d3 24.♕xf7+–;

C) 20…♘6xe5 21.♘xe7+ ♔h8 22.♕f6#.

21.♖xa1! ♕d2

He also loses after 21…♕d8 22.♗xc4 (or 22.♗f8 ♔xf8 23.♕h6+ ♔g8 24.♘gf6+ exf6 25.exf6+–) 22…bxc4 23.exd6 ♕xd6 24.♘df6+ ♔h8 25.♗g7++–.

[image: images]

22.♘xe7+

1-0


162 *

Anton Korobov

2401

Andrei Volokitin

2469

Kharkov ch-UKR jr 2001

[image: images]



The white queen hopes to protect the king by covering the h3-square. But Black interfered with this defence:

30…♖f5! 31.♗h2 ♖h5 32.♖d2 ♖xh2+ 33.♔g1 ♗xd2

0-1


163 **

Alexander Karpatchev

2570

Alexander Potapov

2475

St Petersburg ch-RUS 1998 (9)

[image: images]



White’s hopes are bound up with perpetual check on the c8- and f5-squares. Consequently, Black needs to find a way to drive the white queen off this diagonal. In the game, Black missed a chance to end the game beautifully:

38…♕e1+!

Having seen the winning idea, it is easy to find the right way of executing it: first, the white king is driven to a square where the black pawn will queen with check.

39.♔f3 h2! 40.♕c8+

[image: images]

40…♖d8! 41.♕xd8+ ♔h7 42.♕d3+ g6

Winning.


164 **

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



If we look at the opposition of queens on the e-file from a more imaginative standpoint than the usual one, and note that even though the bishop on e5 is pinned, it can move anywhere, we soon find a nice finish:

24.♗b8!

And the game ends.


165 ***

Levon Aronian

2802

Viswanathan Anand

2772

Wijk aan Zee 2013 (4)

[image: images]



It is clear at first glance that Black’s attack is very dangerous, and is bound up particularly with the h-file. White’s only hope of salvation is to include his queen in the defence from h7. Ignoring the ♘f8, with the brilliant

19…f5!!

Black destroys his opponent’s last illusions.

In the event of the straightforward 19…♕h4 20.♕h7+ ♕xh7 21.♘xh7 ♔xh7 22.h3 ♘f2+ 23.♔h2 a6, Black retains sufficient compensation for the exchange, though not more than that.

Not so convincing is 19…♔xf8, because of 20.♕h7. Here, the winning path is exceptionally complicated:


[image: images]

analysis diagram



A) 20…♘f2+ 21.♖xf2 (on 21.♔g1, Black does not give a hasty discovered check, but quietly plays a decisive strengthening of his position: 21…♕b6!) 21…♗xf2 22.f5 allows White to count on saving himself;

B) 20…f5!!, fixing the pawn on f4, and intending …♔f8-f7 and …♕d8-h8 – and there is no satisfactory defence against this ‘primitive’ attack! 21.h3 (21.♗d2 ♔f7 22.♗e1 ♕b6! (Black changes plan – the queen can strengthen the pressure along the diagonal) 23.♕h3 g6 24.♕g3 ♘xh2 25.♕xh2 ♖h8 26.♕xh8 ♗xh8, with a decisive advantage) 21…♖xc3 22.bxc3


[image: images]

analysis diagram



22…♕d5 23.♕h8+ ♔e7 24.♕h4+ ♔e8 25.♕g3 ♗f2 26.♕xf2 ♘xf2+ 27.♖xf2 ♕d1+ 28.♔h2 ♕e1 29.♖c2 e5 30.♗b2 (30.fxe5 f4 31.♗b2 ♕g3+ 32.♔g1 f3) 30…♕e4 31.♖f2 exf4 32.♖af1 g5 33.♗c1 ♕d3 34.♗d2 ♗e4 – Black should win, although he still needs to show accuracy.

20.♘g6 ♕f6 21.h3 ♕xg6 22.♕e2 ♕h5 23.♕d3

Somewhat better was 23.♖f3 ♗xf3 24.♕xf3 ♘f2+ 25.♔h2 ♕xf3 26.gxf3 ♘d3! (also possible is 26…♗xc3 27.bxc3 ♖xc3–+) 27.♔g2 a6! – before taking the weak pawns, Black can allow himself several general strengthening moves.

[image: images]

23…♗e3

White resigned.





Chapter 29

Deflection

Deflection is a tactical device where a piece that is forced to move from a certain square thereby ceases to fulfil some sort of important defensive function. Deflection is usually accomplished with a sacrifice, and is either an independent operation or part of a combination.


166 *

Mikhail Botvinnik

Paul Keres

Moscow 1966

[image: images]



Any means by which White can get his queen to h4 or h5 are good. He finds a way:

27.♖b8!

1-0

27…♕xb8 28.♕xh4 and soon mate.


167 **

Alejandro Hoffman

Konstantin Landa

San Sebastian 2011

[image: images]



In this position, Black could have exploited the idea of a deflection:

26…♗xh2!

In the game, there followed 26…g5!?, and Black retained the advantage, but made it harder for himself to exploit it.

27.♘xh2 ♖xe3 28.♕xe3 ♖f1+! 29.♖xf1 ♕xe3 30.♖de1 ♕g3

With a large advantage.


168 **

Paulo Pinho

2128

Joseph Gallagher

2499

Gibraltar 2013 (6)

[image: images]



26…♘d3!! 27.♗xd3 ♕f3 28.♕d2 ♗xe3+

The final deflection. White resigned. After any capture, he is mated: 29.♕xe3 ♕g2# or 29.♖xe3 ♕f1+ 30.♗xf1 ♖xf1#.


169 **

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



It seems that the knight has fallen on c8, because natural kinds of pressure on the bishop on c5 do not bring significant benefits. For example, 15.♖c1 can be met by 15…♘d7, with an uncertain struggle. However, if you connect your imagination, it is possible to find…

15.♕d4!!


170 **

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



Black’s pieces are scattered and passive, and White’s initiative is very dangerous. Noticing that the black queenside would be indefensible without his queen, one can find…

11.♗g5!

It is rare that with development incomplete, one can make a decisive sacrifice with an already developed piece. This example confirms the rule – White brings his undeveloped bishop out with decisive effect.

11…♗e7

If the bishop is taken, then after 11…♕xg5 12.♕b6 ♕xg2 (12…♗e7 13.♕xa7 0-0 14.g3) 13.♕xa7, White wins.

12.♗xe7 ♔xe7 13.0-0-0 ♘f6

On 13…f5, White opens the position by means of 14.g4!.

14.♖he1 ♘bd7 15.♘xe4 ♘xe4 16.♖xe4 ♘f6 17.♖f4

There is no defence against the threat of advancing the h- and g-pawns.


171 ***

Anatoly Karpov

2710

Zurab Azmaiparashvili

2455

Moscow ch-URS 1983 (5)

[image: images]



The white pieces are concentrated in the centre, preventing the …c7-c6-break. However, the centre is closed, and so Black starts play on the wing:

10…b5!?

A risky but interesting sacrifice. Black’s target is the ♘c3, which is needed to defend e4.

11.a3

On 11.♗xb5, there would follow 11…♗xf3 12.gxf3 ♘h5 – the weakening of the dark squares on the kingside is bound to trouble White.

11…a5 12.b4 axb4 13.axb4 ♖a3!?

Black continues to provoke White to take the pawn on b5, becoming active in the process, and threatening a possible exchange sacrifice on c3.

14.♗g5

[image: images]

14…♖xc3! 15.♗xf6

15.♕xc3 ♘xe4 16.♕d3 ♘xg5 17.♘xg5 ♗d7 leads to a position of dynamic equality.

15…♗xf3 16.♗xf3 ♖a3 17.♗xg7

Preserving the bishop from exchange with the move 17.♗h4!? was worth considering. In the future, he could count on bringing it into the game by means of ♗f3-e2, f2-f3 and ♗h4-f2.

17…♔xg7 18.♖a1 ♕a8 19.♖xa3 ♕xa3

Black will play …f7-f5, and the activity of his pieces will outweigh the bad position of the b5-pawn, which is under attack.

20.♗e2 ♕b2 21.♖d1 f5 22.exf5 ♘xf5 23.c3

White plays to win, counting after all on taking b5. More cautious was 23.♗d3, which still allowed him to maintain equality.

23…♕xd2 24.♖xd2 ♖a8 25.♗xb5 ♖a3

[image: images]

Suddenly, White’s pawns themselves become the object of attack.

26.♖c2 ♘e7 27.f4 exf4 28.♗c6 ♘f5

As a result, with material equality, Black has a good knight against a bad bishop. At the same time, Black has centralised pieces and the open file, which decides the outcome of the game.

29.♔f2 ♘e3 30.♖c1 ♔f6 31.g3 ♔e5 32.♔f3 g5 33.gxf4+ gxf4 34.h4 ♘xd5 35.♗xd5 ♔xd5 36.♔xf4 ♔c4 37.♖e1 ♖xc3 38.♖e7 ♔xb4 39.♖xh7 d5 40.♔e5 c6 41.♔d4 ♖c4+

0-1


172 ***

Vasily Ivanchuk

2766

Loek van Wely

2692

Wijk aan Zee 2012 (4)

[image: images]



White has sacrificed a pawn for the initiative. To justify it, he had to have seen his next move already.

19.g4!?

After 19.♘d3 ♗e7 20.♗d4 ♕d6 21.♗c5 ♕c7 22.♖xa6 ♗xc5 23.♕xc5 ♖c8 24.♕xc7 ♖xc7 25.♖a8+ ♗e8, Black holds.

19…♖d8

Black could only defend with the unlikely 19…h6! 20.h4 ♗e8!, blocking in his own rook, something which is practically impossible for a human to do in a practical game. After 21.g5 hxg5 22.hxg5 ♘d5 23.♘g4 ♗e7, Black stands worse but has chances to hold.

20.g5 ♘d5

After 20…♘e8 21.♖d1 ♗d6 22.♘xf7! ♔xf7 23.♕xh7, White has a very strong, if not decisive attack.

21.♗e4

Black’s position deteriorates quickly.

21…f5

Black cannot be satisfied with other moves either: 21…g6 22.♗xd5 exd5


[image: images]

analysis diagram



23.♖xa6!- a deflection. White does not begrudge the exchange, as the weakness of the long diagonal and the activity of his pieces will decide the game in his favour: 23…♕xa6 24.♕xc5 ♕e6 25.h3 h5 26.gxh6 d4 27.♘g4 ♗c6 28.♗xd4+–.

After 21…♗e8 22.♗xh7+ ♔f8 23.♕e2 White’s attack continues, with material equality.

22.♗xd5 exd5 23.♘xd7 ♖xd7 24.♕xf5 ♖d8

[image: images]

25.h4?

A lapse in a winning position, but in modern chess, it is enough to let the opponent off with a draw!

Very strong was 25.♖c1! a5 (after 25…♗f8 26.♗d4 ♕d6 27.h4, White begins an attack on the king with a powerful bishop on d4: 27…a5 (27…g6 28.♕f6! ♕xf6 29.gxf6 ♖d7 30.♖c6 a5 31.♖a6 ♗b4 32.♖b6[image: images]) 28.h5 a4 (28…g6 29.hxg6 hxg6 30.♕h3 ♗g7 31.♗xg7 ♔xg7 32.♕h6+ ♔g8 33.♔g2 ♕e6 34.f3+–) 29.bxa4 bxa4 30.g6+–)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



26.♖xc5!. Again the idea of deflection, allowing White to force a transition into an endgame with extra material. 26…♕xc5 27.♕e6+ ♔f8 28.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 29.♕f6+ ♔g8 30.♕xd8+ ♔f7 31.♕xa5 d4 32.♕d8 dxe3 33.♕f6+ ♔g8 34.♕e6+ ♔g7 35.♕xe3+–.

25…d4! 26.♖d1 a5 27.h5 dxe3! 28.♖xd8+ ♕xd8 29.♕xc5

[image: images]

29…exf2+!

The only move! Black seizes his last chance and saves the game.

29…♕d1+? 30.♔h2 ♕xh5+ 31.♔g3+–.

30.♔g2

30.♕xf2 ♕xg5+ 31.♕g2 ♕c5+ 32.♔f1 ♕f5+=.

30…f1♕+ 31.♔xf1 ♕d1+ 32.♔g2 ♕d2+ 33.♔f3

33.♕f2 ♕xg5+ 34.♔f1 ♕xh5 35.♕d4 ♕h1+ 36.♔e2 ♕g2+ 37.♔d1 ♕f1+ 38.♔c2 ♕f5+!, not allowing the king to get to a2, whilst 39.♕d3 ♕xd3+ 40.♔xd3 h5 is mutually dangerous.

33…♕xb2 34.♕xb5 ♔f8 35.♕c4 ♔e7 36.♔g4 ♕e5

Draw.

Additional material

Grünfeld-Alekhine, Carlsbad 1923

D. Byrne-Fischer, New York 1956

Botvinnik-Capablanca, Amsterdam 1938

Alterman-Dvoretsky, Voronezh 1973

Dvoretsky-Khachaturov, Moscow 1973 – White’s 36th move

Sax-Vaganian, Rio de Janeiro 1979 – White’s 22nd move





Chapter 30

Overloading pieces

The overload is a term that describes a situation in which a piece has to fulfil too many functions and cannot cope with the task. Exploiting an overload is a typical device, closely associated with the idea of deflection. Of a piece that fulfils many functions, we often say that it ‘holds the position together’. And if we manage to land it with one more task, the entire enemy position can collapse in one moment!


173 *

PV Nandhidhaa

2060

Anna Styazhkina

1974

Halkidiki jr 2010 (10)

[image: images]



Here, Black missed a chance to exploit the white back-rank weakness and the overload of the white queen:

27…♖xc4!

The actual game continued 27…♕f6 28.♗xd3, with a double-edged struggle.

28.♕b1 ♕f6

With a winning position.


174 **

Vasily Smyslov

2540

Xie Jun

2540

Prague 1995 (5)

[image: images]



White has been pressing for the whole game, but has gone a bit too far, and now the set-up ♕d4, ♖f6, ♖e3 is hanging rather precariously. There follows a small blow on the theme of the overload, as a result of which Black wins material:

31…♘c4! 32.♕xc4!

White is worse after 32.♖e2 ♘e5 33.♖e6 h4! 34.♖xe8 (34.gxh4?! ♕f7 35.♖xe8 ♕xf4+–+) 34…hxg3+ 35.♔xg3 ♖xe8.

32…♕xf6 33.b5 ♗d7 34.♘d5?

The white knight recklessly opens the f-file for the black rooks.

Correct was 34.♕xc7! ♕g7 35.♕xb7 ♖ab8 36.♕d5 ♖xb5 37.♕xd6 ♖b2 38.c4!, and a big battle still lies ahead.

34…♕g7 35.♕xc7

35.♘xc7 ♖ec8[image: images].

35…♖f8! 36.♕xd6 ♗xb5 37.e5

Now, White’s counterplay is too late.

37…♖f2!→ 38.♘f6+ ♔h8 39.♔g1 ♖b2

39…♖aa2?? 40.♕d8++–.

40.♖e1 ♗c6 41.♗f1[image: images]

41.♗xc6 bxc6 42.♕xc6? ♕a7+–+.

41…♕f7 42.c4

42.♕d4 ♔g7!–+.

42…♖aa2 43.♕d4 ♖h2–+ 44.♖e4

Other continuations also fail to save the position:

A) 44.♘d5 ♖h1+! 45.♔xh1 ♕f3+ 46.♔g1 ♕xg3+–+;

B) 44.♘e4 ♗xe4! 45.♖xe4 (45.e6+ ♔h7 46.exf7 ♖h1#) 45…♖h1+ 46.♔xh1 ♕xf1+ 47.♕g1 ♕xh3+–+.

44…♗xe4 45.♕xe4 ♖hf2 46.♕d4 ♔g7 47.♕e4 b5! 48.c5

48.cxb5 ♕a7→.

48…♖xf6 49.exf6+ ♕xf6 50.♗e2 b4 51.c6 b3

White resigned, because of 52.c7 ♕b6+ 53.♔g2 ♕xc7–+.


175 **

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



The white queen not only attacks f6, but also ‘eyes up’ the ♖a8. The rook on f8 defends both of these, and cannot cope with the task:

24.♘xf6+! ♖xf6

Or 24…♕xf6 25.♕xf6 ♖xf6 26.♗xe5.

25.♖xe6

Winning.


176 ***

Zahar Efimenko

2702

Richard Forster

2458

Halkidiki Ech tt 2011 (7)

[image: images]



The ♗b5 defends the d7-pawn, and holds up the black pawn on e3. It cannot perform both tasks at once:

27…♖cxd7! 28.♗xd7 ♕xf1+ 29.♘xf1 e2 30.♕b5 e1♕+ 31.♔a2 ♕f2,

In the resulting complicated major-piece ending, Black’s chances are superior, because it is easier for him to create a passed pawn on the kingside than for White to do so on the other flank. In addition, and what is especially important in positions where minor pieces battle against major ones, the white pieces lack coordination and secure posts in the centre.

32.c3 h5

[image: images]

33.♘g3?!

Even so, he should not immediately have given up the pawn, although otherwise he cannot activate the knight. More tenacious was 33.♗c6, after which Black does best to continue 33…♔g7, quietly preparing the advance of his kingside pawns. At the same time, the straightforward 33…♖d1 does not bring success: 34.♘g3 ♕xh2 (the ending arising after 34…h4 35.♘e4 ♕f1 36.♔b3! ♕xb5+ 37.axb5 favours White: there follows either the transfer of the knight via f6 to d7, or the break c4-c5, leading to the creation of a passed b-pawn) 35.♘e4 – given a chance, White will play ♗c6-d5, with good counterplay.

33…♕xh2 34.♘e4

[image: images]

34…♕f4

Black could easily obtain a decisive advantage with the prophylactic 34…♔g7!, getting out of a check from f6. After 35.♗c6 ♕c7, White does not even manage to take the b6-pawn, and the pawn armada on the kingside decides the game.

35.♗c6 h4 36.♕xb6 ♖d1 37.♕xa5

The only chance to save the game was the hard-to-find move 37.♕b3, with the idea of driving the black rook off the d-file, and occupying the central square d5 with the queen. Then White has chances, connected with checks on the squares d8 and d4, whilst if the rook appears on f1, there is the idea of transferring the bishop to b5 or c4 with tempo.

37…h3 38.♕a8+

Greater practical chances were offered by 38.♕b5 h2 39.♘c5.

38…♔g7 39.♕a7 h2 40.♕f2 ♕c7 41.♘g5 ♕xc6 42.♕xf7+ ♔h6 43.♕f4 ♖a1+

0-1


177 ***

Magnus Carlsen

2581

Vasilios Kotronias

2599

Calvia ol 2004 (11)

[image: images]



The queen at c5 fulfils many functions, defending the ♗e3 via the diagonal, the pawn d6, and the ♖a7. First, White deflects the king, drawing it to a vulnerable position:

22.♘xf6! ♔xf6

And now, he exploits the overloading of the queen:

23.♖xd6+ ♔e7 24.♖xc6 ♕xc6 25.♕xe3

For the exchange, White has three pawns, but what is even more important, he retains the initiative.

25…♖c7 26.f6+ ♔d8 27.♕d3+ ♔c8 28.♗d5 ♕b6

Dynamics – ‘quiet’ moves / prophylaxis in the middle of an attack

[image: images]

Here, White should have concerned himself with prophylaxis, ensuring himself against possible checks to his king. With this in mind, a good move was

29.a4!

In the game, White played 29.♕g3, and after 29…♕d4 Black obtained definite counterplay, connected with the prospects of the advance …a5-a4-a3. With the help of some further inaccuracies by White, Black eventually drew.

A good choice for White was 29.g3, simply strengthening his position.

29…bxa3

After 29…♖xh4 30.♕g3 ♖h8 31.♕xe5, White completely dominates in the centre, whilst his king finds a good retreat on a2.

30.♕xa3

Black will inevitably come under attack along the open queenside lines, whilst White’s king is solidly defended.

Additional material

Alekhine-Euwe, Rotterdam Wch match/16 1937

Adamski-Geller, Lugano 1968 – Black’s 11th move

Lputian-Kasparov, Tbilisi 1976 – Black’s 16th move





Chapter 31

The seesaw

The seesaw (called ‘Zwickmühle by Aron Nimzowitsch) is a typical combination involving a series of checks and discovered checks by the attacking side. With each discovered check, he takes an enemy unit. For the side that manages to set up a seesaw, there is a perpetual check at a minimum, but usually such a construction will win, as the defender can only watch while all or most of his pieces are taken, one by one, whilst his king just shuffles from one square to the other and back again.


178 *

Carlos Torre Repetto

Emanuel Lasker

Moscow 1925

[image: images]



White exploits the weakness of g7 with a striking combination:

25.♗f6! ♕xh5 26.♖xg7+ ♔h8 27.♖xf7+ ♔g8 28.♖g7+ ♔h8 29.♖xb7+ ♔g8 30.♖g7+ ♔h8 31.♖g5+ ♔h7 32.♖xh5

The rook has taken the greater part of the black army. Realising the material advantage is elementary.

32…♔g6 33.♖h3 ♔xf6 34.♖xh6+ ♔g5 35.♖h3 ♖eb8 36.♖g3+ ♔f6 37.♖f3+ ♔g6 38.a3 a5 39.bxa5 ♖xa5 40.♘c4 ♖d5 41.♖f4 ♘d7 42.♖xe6+ ♔g5 43.g3

Black resigned.


179 **

Tamaz Gelashvili

2535

Rustam Kasimdzhanov

2652

Deizisau 2004 (6)

[image: images]



In all probability in time-trouble, White missed that his queen still had a chance to hide from attack.

32.♗xd6?

Allowing a seesaw, a serious mistake. White could retain an obvious advantage with the brave 32.♕a7! ♗xg2 33.♕xb6 ♗xf1 (33…♗b7 34.a3 ♘d5 (34…♘e4 35.♘h2![image: images]) 35.♕b3[image: images]) 34.♔xf1 ♗xg3 35.♕xf6 ♗xh4 36.♕c6 ♖d2 37.♖c2[image: images].

32…♖xg2+ 33.♔h1 ♖xf2+ 34.♔g1 ♖g2+ 35.♔h1 ♖xb2+ 36.♔g1 ♖g2+ 37.♔h1 ♖xa2+ 38.♔g1 ♖g2+ 39.♔h1 ♖f2+ 40.♔g1 ♖g2+ 41.♔h1

[image: images]

Black has eliminated all the white pawns on the second rank with his seesaw, and now it is time to take something bigger!

41…♖c2+! 42.♕xb7 ♖xc1 43.♕xb6 ♘e4 44.♔g2 ♖xd6 45.♕b7 ♖f6 46.♕xe4 ♖cxf1

The position has simplified and Black has a decisive material advantage.





Chapter 32

The ‘Lasker Combination’

A combination that involves the destruction of the enemy king’s pawn cover by the sacrifice of two bishops has become known as the Lasker Combination. In his time, the second World Champion was the first to demonstrate this beautiful tactical device. In modern chess, any mere pressure on the pawns defending the king arouses serious concern. Therefore, such a combination is a considerable rarity in our day as the defending side will usually prevent it from happening.


180 *

Emanuel Lasker

Johann Bauer

Amsterdam 1889 (1)

[image: images]



This was the game that gave the combination the name of ‘Lasker Combination’. White sacrifices both bishops to eliminate the enemy king’s pawn cover.

15.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 16.♕xh5+ ♔g8 17.♗xg7!! ♔xg7 18.♕g4+ ♔h7 19.♖f3

To avoid immediate mate, Black has to give back too many pieces.

19…e5 20.♖h3+ ♕h6 21.♖xh6+ ♔xh6 22.♕d7! ♗f6 23.♕xb7 ♔g7 24.♖f1 ♖ab8 25.♕d7 ♖fd8 26.♕g4+ ♔f8 27.fxe5 ♗g7 28.e6 ♖b7 29.♕g6 f6 30.♖xf6+ ♗xf6 31.♕xf6+ ♔e8 32.♕h8+ ♔e7 33.♕g7+ ♔xe6 34.♕xb7 ♖d6 35.♕xa6 d4 36.exd4 cxd4 37.h4 d3 38.♕xd3

Black resigned.


181 *

Aron Nimzowitsch

Siegbert Tarrasch

St Petersburg 1914

[image: images]



First, Black opens the long diagonal for his bishop:

18…d4! 19.exd4?

It was essential to play 19.♖fe1, after which Black builds the pressure by continuing 19…♖fe8.

But now, there follows the combination:

19…♗xh2+! 20.♔xh2 ♕h4+ 21.♔g1 ♗xg2! 22.f3

On 22.♔xg2, Black wins by 22…♕g4+ 23.♔h2 ♖d5 24.♕xc5 ♖h5+ 25.♕xh5 ♕xh5+ 26.♔g2 ♕g5+, and 27…♕xd2.

22…♖fe8 23.♘e4

23.♖fe1 ♖xe1+ 24.♖xe1 ♕xe1+ 25.♔xg2 ♕e2+ 26.♔g3 ♖d5–+.

23…♕h1+ 24.♔f2 ♗xf1 25.d5 f5 26.♕c3 ♕g2+ 27.♔e3 ♖xe4+ 28.fxe4 f4+ 29.♔xf4 ♖f8+ 30.♔e5 ♕h2+ 31.♔e6 ♖e8+ 32.♔d7 ♗b5#




182 **

Marakh Tataev

Vadim Milov

Novi Sad 1989 (7)

[image: images]



18.c5! bxc5 19.dxc5 ♘xc5

Other moves also lose:

A) 19…♗xf4 20.c6+–;

B) 19…♗xc5 20.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 21.♕h5+ ♔g8 22.♗xg7 f6 23.♕g6 ♖f7 24.♗h6++–.

20.♖xc5

White also wins by 20.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 21.♕h5+ ♔g8 22.♗xg7+–.

20…♗xc5 21.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 22.♕h5+ ♔g8 23.♗xg7 f6

23…♔xg7 24.♕g5+ ♔h7 25.♖f3, and Black is mated.

24.♕g6! ♖f7 25.♗h6+ ♔h8 26.♕xf7 ♖g8 27.♖f3

Black resigned.


183 ***

Emir Dizdarevic

2425

Anthony Miles

2570

Biel 1985

[image: images]



The bishops look threateningly at the white king. Everything is ready for the combination:

13…♗xh2+

13…♗f3 14.♘xd6 ♗xd1 15.♕c4[image: images].

14.♔xh2 ♕h4+ 15.♔g1

[image: images]

15…♗f3!

The key move and an important subtlety! Black forces White to close the second rank, and only then makes the second bishop sacrifice on g2.

After the standard ‘Lasker Combination’ 15…♗xg2, which is probably what White had been counting on, Black does not win: 16.f3 (of course, not the cooperative 16.♔xg2? ♕g4+ 17.♔h2 ♖f6, mating) 16…♗xf1 17.♔xf1 ♕h1+ 18.♔f2 ♕h2+ 19.♔f1 ♕h1+=, with a draw.

16.♘d2

Everything else loses:

A) 16.♗e2 ♗xg2 17.♔xg2 ♕g5+ 18.♔h2 ♖f6–+.;

B) 16.e4 ♖f6–+.;

C) 16.d5 ♕g5 17.g3 ♕h5–+.

16…♗xg2! 17.f3

17.f4 ♕g3–+.

17…♖f6 18.♘c4

A) 18.♖f2 ♕h1#;

B) 18.♗xf5 ♖xf5 19.♕e4 ♕xe4 20.fxe4 ♖g5–+.

18…♗h3

White resigned.


184 ***

Garry Kasparov

2690

Lajos Portisch

2600

Niksic 1983 (4)

[image: images]



The white pieces are posted in the centre, and pointing at the kingside, so the blow…

17.d5!,

opening up the dark-squared bishop as well, is very strong.

17…exd5

Even in such a tense and dangerous situation as Black is facing, the best chance is to bring the inactive pieces into the game, although after 17…♘xc4 18.♕e4 g6 19.♗xc4 ♕xc4 20.♕e5 f6 21.♕xe6+ ♖f7 22.♖c1 ♕a6 23.d6 b5! 24.♖fd1 ♗f8 25.♗e5!!, White is supporting his passed pawn, and retains the advantage.

18.cxd5 ♗xd5 19.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 20.♖xd5

The black king has lost one of his defenders (the h7-pawn!), and the white pieces are still aimed for an attack. The rook is a particular danger, ready to transfer over to the kingside.

20…♔g8

[image: images]

Now, if the white knight jumps to somewhere such as e5, it blocks the ♗b2. Therefore, White destroys the pawn protection around the black king:

21.♗xg7!!

This move is not only remarkably effective, but also later allows the white pieces to dominate the centre. We have reached the type of position where there is always ‘something’.

Objectively, 21.♖h5 also wins, with the completely inhuman variation 21…♕c2 22.♕xe7 ♕xb2 23.♘e5 ♖c1 24.g4!! ♖xf1+ 25.♔xf1 ♕b1+ 26.♔g2 ♕e4+ 27.♔h3 ♕b1 28.♖f5!.

White also keeps a strong initiative after 21.♘d2, keeping the bishop’s line open, and clearing a line to the kingside for the queen.

21…♔xg7 22.♘e5! ♖fd8 23.♕g4+ ♔f8

[image: images]

24.♕f5!

As a zwischenzug, it is useful to draw the black pawn onto the colour square of Black’s remaining bishop.

White, of course, does not go for the soulless 24.♘d7+ ♖xd7 25.♖xd7 ♕c4, when the worst is behind Black.

24…f6 25.♘d7+ ♖xd7 26.♖xd7 ♕c5

More tenacious was 26…♕e5, although White would retain a strong attack after 27.♕h3.

27.♕h7 ♖c7 28.♕h8+

Attention is always necessary: 28.♖d3? ♕xf2+! 29.♔xf2 ♗c5+ 30.♔g3 ♖xh7 31.♖xf6+ ♔e7, and the roles change – only Black can think of victory!

28…♔f7 29.♖d3 ♘c4 30.♖fd1!

Bringing up the last reserves completes a brilliantly conducted attack.

30…♘e5

30…♗d6 31.♖f3+–.

31.♕h7+ ♔e6 32.♕g8+ ♔f5 33.g4+ ♔f4 34.♖d4+ ♔f3 35.♕b3+

Black resigned.

Additional material

Alekhine-Drewitt, Portsmouth 1923





Chapter 33

Smothered mate

Smothered mate is a mate in which the defeated king is blocked in by his own pieces and pawns. In chess, being mated in such a fashion carries with it a certain degree of shame.


185 *

Pavelchak

NN

Berlin 1951

[image: images]



1.♖xe6! ♖xe6 2.♕g6+ ♖xg6 3.hxg6+ ♔h8 4.♘f7#

A simple but nice finish to the game.


186 *

Hans Tikkanen

2570

Dashzeveg Sharavdorj

2446

Istanbul ol 2012 (9)

[image: images]



Black is completely paralysed, and the ♘h7 is simply terrible. Of course, White has many ways to win, but

31.♕g8+!

is both simple and elegant. Black resigned.


187 **

Training position

Konstantin Landa

[image: images]



1.♕h6 ♘h5

On 1…♘e6, there follows 2.♖c2! ♕c5 (2…♖fd8 3.♘e7+ ♔h8 4.♕xh7+ ♔xh7 5.♖h2#; 2…♖fe8 3.♖h2+–) 3.♖h2+–.

2.♕xh5! gxh5

Black also cannot avoid mate after 2…♕a3 3.♕h6 ♕xc1+ 4.♕xc1 ♔h8 5.♘d6 ♖ad8 6.♕h6 ♖g8 7.♘xf7#.

3.♖g1+ ♔h8 4.♘h6

In a surprising way, the black army is unable to defend the f7-square and prevent smothered mate.

4…♖ad8 5.♖g8+ ♖xg8 6.♘xf7#

Spirit triumphs over material!





Chapter 34

Trapping pieces

Trapping pieces means depriving them of mobility, with a view to winning them, or just locking them out of the game.

It is usually a single piece that is trapped, and simply doesn’t have a single square to play to – most often, this occurs on the edge of the board, but there are exceptions, when such a thing happens in the very centre of the board. A lack of mobility of a piece is often the basis for looking for a way of winning it.


188 *

Andronico Yap

2425

Jozsef Pinter

2565

Szirak 1985 (12)

[image: images]



50…♖d4?

Black’s position is difficult, but after 50…♖b5!, attacking the pawn on c5, White would still have to show some good technique.

51.♖d2!

Now, Black suffers further material losses, and loses the game. Although the rook on d4 is in the centre, it is trapped!

51…♔f6

51…♔e7 52.♘xe5! ♖xd2 53.♘xc6+! (an intermediate check) 53…♔e6 54.♔xd2+–.

52.♖f2+ ♔e6 53.♘f4+ ♔f7 54.♘e2+

Black resigned.


189 **

Anatoly Karpov

2710

Ian Rogers

2450

Bath 1983

[image: images]



The black bishop on d5 is in a very dangerous position, and White only needs to play c2-c4.

18.♗e1!

With the same idea, White could also get a large advantage with 18.♗d2 ♘xe5 19.dxe5 ♘f5 20.c4 ♘xe3 21.♗xe3 ♕b4 22.♕e2, and the bishop is lost. Even so, the text move looks more accurate, because it does not close the d-file to his rook, and it also wins more material.

18…♘xe5 19.dxe5 ♘f5 20.♖h3 0-0-0 21.c4 ♕c5 22.b4 ♗f3 23.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 24.♕xf3 ♕xe5 25.♗c3 ♕d6 26.♗d3 ♘d4 27.♕xf7 ♘f5 28.♗xf5 ♕f4+ 29.♖e3

Black resigned.


190 **

Evgeny Bareev

2675

Sergei Volkov

2614

Moscow ch-RUS 2005 (4)

[image: images]



In attacking the rook, Black naively counted on ensuring a favourable exchange of light-squared bishops on g2. However, he forgot about the safety of his ♗b4, which has only one retreat square. There followed

12.♕a4! ♗xf1 13.♔xf1 a5 14.a3

White gets two bishops for rook and pawn, and the rook currently lacks operating space. Black’s chances of saving the game are few.

14…♖e8 15.♕d1 e4 16.♗e2 c6 17.axb4 axb4 18.♗d2

[image: images]

18…♕b6

Significantly more tenacious was 18…♖xa1 19.♕xa1 c5. It is not so easy for White to open up his two bishops, but even so, after 20.dxc5 dxc5 21.♕a4 ♖e5 22.♗c4, the threat of b2-b3 and the subsequent transfer of the bishop to b2 allows him to count on victory.

19.♖c1 c5 20.♕b3

White’s centre is very strong, and after a series of general strengthening moves, there will follow the break f2-f3, deciding the outcome.

20…♖a5 21.♔g2 g6 22.h4 h5 23.♖d1 ♖d8 24.♕c2 f5 25.dxc5 dxc5 26.f3 exf3+ 27.♗xf3 ♕f6 28.e4 fxe4 29.♗xe4 ♖a2 30.♗c1 ♖f8 31.d6 ♔h7 32.♕xc5 ♖a5 33.♕xa5 ♕f2+ 34.♔h3 ♕e2 35.♗xg6+

Black resigned.


191 **

Eduard Meduna

2485

Yuri Yakovich

2440

Sochi 1986 (5)

[image: images]



Despite the fact that the black king is stuck in the centre, White cannot break through the row of strong black pawns. But the piece which comes to his rescue is the black queen, trapped in White’s camp:

18.♖a4!!

The queen is caught and cannot escape.

18…♔f7 19.♗d2 ♕c4 20.♖xc4 dxc4 21.♘e5+ fxe5 22.♕e2 ♖d5 23.♕xc4 ♗e7 24.♗c3 ♖b8 25.♗xe5 ♖b4 26.♕c3 ♗f8 27.♗xg7

Black resigned.


192 **

Efim Geller

Vasily Smyslov

Moscow 1964

[image: images]



White has an advantage in development, but for the moment, the opponent’s position is held together by the powerful ♘d5. In compensation, his colleague on a4 is out of play. Can we somehow exploit this?

20.a3!

The last move opens the a-file, deflecting the pawn from the square b4, and allowing White to create irresistible threats to trap the black knight.

20…bxa3

Other moves are no better:

A) 20…a5 21.♗b5+–;

B) 20…♗b7 21.axb4 ♘xb4 22.b3+–.

21.♖a1! ♘xb2

21…♘ab6 22.c4+–.

22.♖db1 ♘a4

22…♘b4? 23.♖xa3 ♘xc2 24.♖a2 ♘xd4 25.♘xd4 e5 26.♘c6+–.

The last attempt to save the game was 22…e5! 23.♘xe5 ♘b4 24.♖xa3 ♘xc2 25.♗xb2 ♘xa3 26.♗xa3 ♖e8 27.f4. White is better, but Black has sufficient chances to save the game.

23.♖xa3 ♗d7 24.c4 ♘f4

24…♘e7 25.♖b7 ♖fd8 26.♖xd7 ♖xd7 27.♖xa4+–.

25.♖b4 f6 26.♖bxa4 ♗xa4 27.♖xa4

For the rook, White has not only two powerful bishops, but also a strong passed pawn on the c-file. The fate of the game is decided.

27…♖fd8 28.g3 ♘g6 29.♔g2 ♘e7 30.♗e3 ♘f5 31.♗b6 ♖db8 32.c5 ♘e7 33.♗c4 ♘d5 34.♗xd5 exd5 35.♘d4 ♔f7 36.♘c6 ♖e8 37.♖d4 ♖ec8 38.♘a5 ♔e6 39.♖d2 ♖ab8 40.♘b3 g6 41.♘d4+ ♔d7 42.♘c2 ♔c6 43.♘b4+ ♔b5 44.♘xd5 a5

Black resigned.


193 **

Robert Fontaine

2552

Evgeny Najer

2637

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (11)
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14…♕f5?

Black’s move looks absolutely logical and normal, but White finds a hidden possibility involving the trapping of the queen.

Correct was 14…♗b4 15.h4 ♘a6 16.a3 ♗xd2+ 17.♕xd2 ♕f5 18.0-0-0[image: images].

15.f4!!

A sudden and deadly move. It is possible because the black queen, which has come out ahead of its minor pieces, has very few squares. White defends the weakness on g5, whilst Black has no way to defend the e4-pawn.

15…♘a6

The key point lies in the continuation 15…exf3 16.e4 f2+ 17.♔e2!,


[image: images]

analysis diagram



and the queen is trapped in the centre of the board.

16.♗g2

[image: images]

16…♗b4

White traps the queen in beautiful style in the variation 16…♘b4 17.♕b1 ♘d3+ 18.♕xd3 exd3 19.e4.

17.a3 ♗xd2+ 18.♔xd2

White has won the central pawn for no compensation, and gradually realised it.


194 **

Predrag Nikolic

2625

Alexander Khalifman

2660

Ter Apel 1994 (3)

[image: images]



White wants to exert pressure on the c-file, considering that his knight on e5 is invulnerable. However, he has not castled, and this creates the preconditions for a tactical operation by Black:

11…♘xe5! 12.♘xd5 ♕xc1+ 13.♗xc1 ♘xd5 14.e4

The only move.

It turns out that he cannot capture with 14.dxe5, because of 14…♖ac8. c1 hangs, and there is a threat of …♗f5-c2, whilst after 15.♕d1 (15.♗c4 ♘b6 is no better) 15…♗c2 16.♕d4 ♗d3!, White suffers material losses.

14…♗xe4 15.dxe5 ♗xg2 16.♖g1 ♗e4

Black has almost sufficient material for the queen. However, the difference in piece and pawn positioning is enormous – Black has a lovely knight, a safe king, and simple play on the c- and d-files. White faces a difficult defence to save the game.


195 ***

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



The black queen had advanced beyond all its other forces and is without support. In addition, it has to defend the f7-pawn, and the number of squares to which it can move is extremely small, as most are controlled by the ♘e5 and ♗d6. Such considerations should lead White to the thought that the queen should be chased, without worrying about the weakening of the king’s position, since any such weakening can only be exploited by Black once he has developed his pieces, and got his queen out of the danger zone. Therefore, a strong move here is:

13.g4! ♕f6

Objectively, the most tenacious move for Black here is 13…♕f4, agreeing to the endgame that arises after the obvious 14.♘g6 ♕xd6 15.♕xd6 ♖xd6 16.♘xh8 ♖d7 17.♖ad1 ♖e7 18.g5! – the knight on h8 is not getting trapped, and Black cannot get his knight out from g8. There is a further plan to advance the kingside pawns or transfer the rook via d3 or d4 to the kingside, to attack the black pawns. White has a clear advantage, probably decisive.

14.f4!

White seizes more space, strengthens the knight, and continues hunting the queen – the threat is g4-g5.

14…h6

14…c5 fatally weakens the long diagonal, along which Black will be mated: 15.♗f3! ♗xf3 16.♕xf3 ♖xd6 17.♖ad1, etc.

15.♕d2 ♘e7

If the queen moves deep into her own camp to escape the blows, she loses additional time, and White develops decisive activity: 15…♕e7 16.♖ad1 ♕e8 17.♕e3!, threatening ♗e2-f3, b2-b4, c4-c5, ♕e3-a3 – everything he could want.

[image: images]

16.♗f3

Black is completely pressed against the ropes, and the pawns on f4 and g4 perform an important role in this, by controlling the squares e5, f5 and g5. Black has no active play at all, whilst White wants to strengthen his position in the centre even further, with the simple ♖a1-d1. Black is defenceless, e.g.:

16…♘g6

16…♘c7 17.♖ad1 ♘e8 18.♗xe7 ♖xd2 19.♗xf6 ♖xd1 20.♖xd1 ♘xf6 21.♘xf7 ♖f8 22.♘d6+ ♔c7 23.♘xb7 ♔xb7 24.g5, and White breaks through to the 7th rank.

17.♗xc6

The simplest, although 17.♘xc6 and 17.♖ad1 are also strong.

17…♗xc6 18.♘xc6 ♕h4 19.♘xd8 ♕xg4+ 20.♔h1 ♖xd8 21.♖ad1

White has an extra exchange and has kept the initiative, and should win.


196 ***

Gata Kamsky

2655

Anatoly Karpov

2725

Dortmund 1993 (1)

[image: images]



White is excellently prepared for Black’s castling, but his queen is completely without any squares if she is attacked. But how can she be attacked, since …g7-g5 is currently impossible? Today, the answer to this question is well-known, but at the time of the game we are examining, which was the first example, it was a revelation:

11…♔e7!!

Such a move has nothing to do with the standard principles of development, but Black divines the concrete characteristics of the position, and especially the position of the queen on h4.

On 11…0-0?, there follows 12.♗xh6! gxh6 13.♕xh6, with a decisive attack.

12.♘e5

To meet the threat of …g7-g5, without playing the passive 12.♘d2, White has to sacrifice a pawn.

12…♗xe5 13.dxe5 ♕a5+ 14.c3 ♕xe5+ 15.♗e3

White has compensation for the pawn, but it appears insufficient for equality.

15…b6 16.0-0-0 g5 17.♕a4

The other possibility is 17.♕h3.

17…c5

Black has a very solid structure, which is not easy to open up.

18.♖he1 ♗d7 19.♕a3 ♖hd8 20.g3

The immediate breakthrough is in Black’s favour: 20.f4 gxf4 21.♗d4 ♕g5 22.♖e5 ♕h4.

20…♕c7 21.♗d4

On 21.f4, there follows 21…♘g4, and White does not get to open the central files.

[image: images]

21…♗e8!

White has retained compensation, but it is hard to develop his initiative, as his queen on a3 is cut off from the battle for the central squares.

22.♔b1 ♖d5!

By centralising his pieces, Black himself fights for the initiative.

23.f4 ♖ad8

[image: images]

24.♗c2?!

An unclear struggle results after 24.♗e5 ♕b7 (a draw could result from 24…♕c6 25.c4 ♖5d7 26.♗c2 ♖xd1+ 27.♗xd1 ♘e4 28.♕xa7+ ♖d7 29.♕a6 ♖d8 30.♕a7+; a complicated unclear battle occurs after 24…♖xe5!? 25.fxe5 ♘g4 – Black gets two pawns for the exchange) 25.fxg5 hxg5 26.c4 ♖5d7 27.♕c3.

24…♖5d6

Black forces simplifications, leading to a position that is safe for him.

25.♗xf6+ ♔xf6 26.fxg5+ hxg5 27.♖xd6 ♖xd6 28.c4 ♔e7 29.♕e3 f6

[image: images]

30.h4

By way of compensation for the pawn, White gets an outside passed pawn, and the black king is exposed.

30…gxh4 31.gxh4 ♕d7

The alternative was 31…♗f7, over-protecting e6. To save himself, White would have to find 32.h5! ♗xh5 33.♖h1! (33.♖g1 ♖d7 34.♖g7+ ♗f7 35.♗g6 ♔d8 36.♕f3 ♗xg6+ 37.♖xg6 ♖f7 38.♖xf6 ♖xf6 39.♕xf6+ ♕e7 40.♕f3 ♕d7 – Black retains winning chances) 33…♕d8 (dynamic equality also results from 33…♗f7 34.♖h7 ♖d8 35.♗g6 ♖f8 36.♕e4 ♕d7 37.♗h5 – neither side can realistically strengthen his position, without allowing perpetual check) 34.b4 ♗f7 (Black also has no advantage after 34…♕e8 35.bxc5 – his king is too open) 35.♖h7 ♖d1+ 36.♗xd1 ♕xd1+ 37.♔b2 cxb4 38.♕e4 – the game ends in a draw.

32.♕h6

It is the rook that most of all loves an open file, so better was 32.♖g1, with sufficient counterplay.

[image: images]

32…e5

White is saved in study-like fashion after 32…♖d2 33.♔c1 ♖g2 34.♖d1 ♕c7 35.♗a4! ♕g3 36.♗xe8 ♕f2 37.♕h7+ ♔xe8 38.♕h8+ ♔e7 39.♕h7+.

Also possible is the general strengthening move 32…♗f7, but here, one must reckon with 33.h5, which would be very risky in an over-the-board game.

33.h5

The rest of the game took place in serious mutual time-trouble, and serious mistakes are inevitable in such a sharp position. Correct was 33.♖g1 ♗f7 34.b3, retaining compensation.

33…♕g4 34.♕h7+ ♔d8

Black is close to victory after 34…♗f7 35.h6 (if 35.♗g6 ♖d1+ 36.♔c2 ♖xe1 37.♕xf7+ ♔d6 there is no perpetual) 35…♕xc4 36.b3 ♕g4 – the h-pawn is going nowhere.

35.h6 ♖d2

[image: images]

36.♕f5

Objectively stronger was 36.♕xa7 ♗g6 37.♕xb6+ ♔d7 38.♕b7+ ♔d6 39.♗xg6 ♕xg6+ 40.♔a1 ♕xh6 41.♕b6+ ♔d7 42.♕xc5. The black pawns are further advanced, but White has the safer king, and the advantage is on his side.

36…♕xf5

And here there was the possibility of 36…♕h4 37.♕e4 ♕xh6 38.♕a8+ ♔e7 39.♕xa7+ ♖d7 40.♕xb6 ♗g6 41.♕xc5+ ♔f7, with a sharp battle.

37.♗xf5 ♗d7

Correct was 37…♖h2 38.h7 ♗f7 39.♖g1 ♔e7, retaining drawing chances.

[image: images]

38.♗g6

White wins easily after 38.♔c1 ♖d4 39.♗e4! ♖xc4+ 40.♔d2 – the h-pawn promotes.

38…♖h2 39.h7 ♔e7 40.♗d3

Here, the bishop is cut off from the pawns. He should have played 40.♖g1, and then the quiet b2-b3, ♔b1-c1 – White is not risking anything in particular.

40…♗e6 41.♖g1

Returning to its previous square does not save the game: 41.♗g6 f5! 42.♖xe5 ♔f6.

41…f5 42.♖g7+ ♔f6 43.♖xa7 e4 44.♗e2 f4 45.b3 f3 46.♗d1 ♗f5 47.♔c1 ♗xh7 48.♖b7 ♔e5 49.♖xb6 ♖xa2

0-1

Additional material

Parma-Geller, Havana 1965 – White’s 19th move

Taimanov-Borkowski, Wroclaw 1979

Alterman-Dvoretsky, Voronezh 1973

Tukmakov-Dolmatov, Odessa 1989

Hasangatin-Harikrishna, Abu Dhabi 2003 – Black’s 45th move

Geller-Smyslov, Moscow 1964 – White’s 20th move

Kasparov-Timman, Hilversum match/2 1985





Chapter 35

Back-rank weakness

A weakness of the back rank is the theme for numerous chess combinations. On their initial squares on the second rank, the pawns make a kind of ‘box’ for the king after castling. He is well protected from the front, but has no protection at all against blows from the major pieces on the back rank. In the heat of the struggle, players often forget about a possible mate on the back rank, or else try to save time by not making luft for the king.

To ensure the king does not need to worry about a back-rank mate, one can make a bolthole by advancing one of the pawns in front of him. This is often an essential prophylaxis before undertaking further tactical operations.


197 *

Edwin Adams

Carlos Torre Repetto

New Orleans 1920
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Where should the queen retreat? White begins a hunt for the black queen, which defends the back rank.

18.♕g4! ♕b5 19.♕c4

Not 19.a4 ♕xe2 20.♖xe2, because of 20…♖c1+, and it is White who is mated!

19…♕d7

So has the black queen escaped from all attacks? No!

20.♕c7! ♕b5 21.a4! ♕xa4 22.♖e4 ♕b5 23.♕xb7!

1-0


198 *

Grigory Levenfish

Nikolai Riumin

Moscow 1936 (7)
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Black has no bolthole for his king, his bishop is undeveloped, and the dark squares around his king are weak. White could exploit these factors by means of…

27.♘f6+!

In the game, White missed this possibility, and after 27.♘g3 ♕b5 28.♖fe1 ♗b7, the game equalised out.

27…gxf6 28.exf6

Suddenly, there is no defence against the threats of ♕d6-g3+ and ♕d6xf8.


199 **

Oleg Korneev

2561

Devaki Prasad

2407

Port Erin 2003 (7)
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White’s pieces are harmoniously placed: he controls the c-file, the ♘e3 stops Black playing …d6-d5, and at the same time works on the kingside, while the white queen looks at both flanks. All of these factors, plus the weakness of the kingside dark squares and of the back rank, allow White to land a decisive blow:

44.♖h8!

44.♘f5+ gxf5 45.♖h8 f4 46.♖cc8 also gives a decisive attack. However, the fact that the white attack is decisive here too is not immediately obvious.

44…♕g5

Nor can he avoid mate after 44…♔xh8 45.♘f5 ♕f8


[image: images]

analysis diagram



46.♖c8.

45.♖cc8

1-0


200 **

Viswanathan Anand

2775

Michael Adams

2710

London 2012 (6)
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White’s last move was 41.♗e2-c4, probably counting on 41…♗xc4 42.♖xc4 ♕d6. The position had been absolutely equal, and, losing concentration, White probably thought he could draw however he liked, so he carelessly offered the exchange of bishops. However, he forgot about the back rank, and there followed:

41…♕d1

There is no defence against the threat of …♖a2-a1, and Black mates first! After

42.♕h6

42.♗xe6 ♖a1 43.♗xf7+ ♔g7–+.

42…♗h3+!

[image: images]

White resigned.


201 **

Praveen Thipsay

2486

Konstantin Landa

2563

Moscow 2004 (5)
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White has sacrificed a solid amount of material, and obtained an unpleasant initiative. It was essential to calculate variations accurately. The initiative should have sufficed for a draw, but there followed:

28.♖f1??

He also loses after 28.♕g3? ♕e7! 29.♘xf7 ♕xe6 30.♘xd6 h4! 31.♖e1 (31.♕f4 ♖f8 32.♕b4 h3 33.♘xb7 ♕e2 34.♖g1 hxg2+ 35.♖xg2 ♖f1+ 36.♖g1 ♕f3#)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



31…♖f8!!, the key move. White loses because of the weakness of the back rank after 32.♔g1 ♕f6–+.

However, after the strongest move 28.♕d3!, followed by 28…♘e4 (28…♔g7? 29.♗xf7 ♘xf7 30.♘e6++–) 29.♖f1! ♘xg5 30.♕xg6+ ♔f8 31.♕h6+ ♔e8 32.♗xf7+ ♘xf7 33.♖e1+ ♕e7 (33…♔d8 34.♕f8++–) 34.♖xe7+ ♔xe7 35.♕xh5 ♖g8, the game assumes an unclear character.

28…♖af8?

An automatic desire to defend the weak point f7.

Strong is 28…♖e8!!, and White loses because of his weak back rank. Here are some sample variations: 29.♘xf7 (29.♕e3 ♕d7 (29…♔h8 30.♘xf7+ ♘xf7–+) 30.♗xf7+ ♘xf7 31.♕d3 ♘e5 32.♕d4 ♕c7 33.♖e1 ♖e7–+; 29.♗xf7+ ♘xf7 30.♘xf7 ♕xf7–+) 29…♘xf7 30.♖f6 ♗c8 (30…♔g7!? 31.♕g3 ♔xf6 32.♕xc7 ♖xe6–+) 31.♖xf7 (31.♖xg6+ ♔f8–+) 31…♕c6 32.♖e7+ ♗xe6–+.

29.♕d3 ♘f5 30.♖xf5! gxf5 31.♕xf5 ♔g7 32.♗xf7 ♖xf7 33.♘e6+ ♔h6 34.♕g5+ ♔h7 35.♕xh5+ ♔g8 36.♕g6+

Draw.


202 ***

Murtas Kazhgaleev

2643

Yaroslav Zherebukh

2531

Cappelle-la-Grande 2010 (7)
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On his last move, Black played 21…♖a8-a5 (correct was 21…♗xh4 22.♘xh4 ♔f8, with unclear play), intending to take the bishop on b5, and thus escape the pin on the knight. However, he missed a tactical nuance, for which he could have been made to pay:

22.♕e4!

Because of the back-rank mate, the queen is immune, and her sudden inclusion in the attack immediately decides the outcome of the game, e.g.:

22…♕b8

22…♕b6 23.♕xh7 ♖f8 24.♖b3+–.

23.♕xh7 ♖g4

23…♖f8 24.♘xd4+–.

24.♗xe7 ♔xe7 25.♗xd7 ♗xf3 26.♖xf3 ♕xb2 27.♖b1 ♖c5 28.h3+–

In the game, White missed this chance, and after 22.♖d3 ♗xh4 23.♘xh4 ♖xb5 24.axb5 ♘e5, Black had the initiative and went on to win.


203 ***

Peter Heine Nielsen

2687

Tomi Nybäck

2627

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (12)
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Black does not threaten any dangerous checks and, more importantly, has no mating threats. Meanwhile, his bishop and central pawn are hanging, and the former cannot move away. It seems time to resign, and the only question is whether he can pose a threat, given that the entire white army has advanced a long way forward, leaving his king unprotected. And there is indeed such a possibility – moreover, it lies on the surface:

30…♖c1+!

In the game, there occurred 30…♗xg5 31.♕xg5 ♔g7 32.♖f5 exf3 33.♕g3 with a draw on move 40.

31.♔g2

No better was 31.♔f2 ♕c8 32.♗xe4 ♕h3.

31…♕c8!

[image: images]

The queen comes into the attack with decisive effect.

32.♗xe4

He also loses after 32.♕xe4 ♕c2+.

32…♕c4

White can do nothing, and will be mated.

Additional material

Harikrishna-Dreev, Calvia ol 2004 – White’s 27th move

Kasparov-Ribli, Skelleftea 1989 – White’s 26th move





Chapter 36

The sacrifice on h7 (h2)

After castling kingside, the two kings are safely ensconced on the flank, and the f7- and f2-squares securely defended. How can one get at the enemy king? There are two ways – via the squares g7 (g2) and h7 (h2). But whereas sacrifices on g7/g2 are seen quite rarely, because they would usually not involve a check, the approach to the king’s residence via h7/h2 has long been known, and is used a great deal. The most primitive types of such sacrifices are even known by beginners, but there are also more complicated versions.


204 *

Boris Spassky

Günther Capelan

Solingen 1974 (7)
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With opposite-side castling, players are frequently unafraid to make sacrifices to get through to the enemy king as rapidly as possible.

18.♗xh7+!

Of course, White had to calculate the variations accurately.

18…♔xh7

Other moves are no better: 18…♔f8 19.♕c5++–; or 18…♔h8 19.♖xd8+ ♕xd8 20.g5 ♔xh7 21.g6+ fxg6 22.♕h4+ ♔g8 23.f7++–.

19.♕h4+ ♔g8 20.♕g5! ♖xd1+

The key idea is seen in the variation 20…cxb2+ 21.♔xb2 ♕xc2+ 22.♔a3 ♕xa2+ 23.♔xb4 a5+ 24.♔c3+–. Having marched round in a little circle, the white king had escaped the checks, and the black king cannot avoid mate. Such variations require clear and accurate calculation!

21.♖xd1 cxb2+ 22.♔xb2 ♕xc2+ 23.♔a3 ♕g6

We have already established that Black loses after 23…♕xa2+ 24.♔xb4 a5+ 25.♔c3+–.

24.♖d8+ ♔h7 25.♕h4+ ♕h6

[image: images]

26.fxg7!

The final blow.

26…♔xg7 27.♖g8+ ♔xg8 28.♕xh6 ♘c6 29.♘c5 ♘e7 30.♘e4 ♘d5 31.g5

Black resigned.


205 **

Alexei Shirov

2725

Dimitri Reinderman

2540

Wijk aan Zee 1999 (11)
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When the king is protected only by pawns, one must always watch for the typical sacrifice! And here, it works:

22.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 23.♕h4+ ♔g8 24.♘g5 ♖e8 25.♖f3!

The threat of the rook transfer to h3 is even stronger than the traditional queen entry in these positions.

25…♘e7

25…♖xb3 26.♖h3 ♔f8 27.♘h7+ ♔g8 28.♘f6++–.

26.♕h7+ ♔f8 27.♕h8+ ♘g8 28.f5!

Having drawn the knight to g8, White changes the direction of the attack.

28…exf5 29.e6 fxe6 30.♖g3

[image: images]

The attack on the dark squares decides.

30…g6 31.♘h7+ ♔f7 32.♗h6 ♔e7 33.♗g5+ ♔f7 34.♗f6 ♖f8 35.♖c7 ♘xf6 36.♕xf6+ ♔e8 37.♕xg6+ ♔d8 38.♖xd7+ ♗xd7 39.♘xf8 ♗xf8 40.♕f6+ ♗e7 41.♖g8+ ♔c7 42.♕c3+ ♔b7 43.♖xb8+ ♔xb8 44.h4

Black resigned.


206 ***

Pavel Eljanov

2687

Loek van Wely

2676

Russia tt 2008 (2)
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The black king is only protected by pawns, each of which is worth its weight in gold. By contrast, the white pieces are looking at the kingside, and so White has every reason to eliminate one of the enemy defenders:

19.♗xh7! ♘f8

If the sacrifice is accepted, White continues to eliminate one of the enemy footsoldiers after another, not minding giving up a piece for each of them: 19…♔xh7 20.♕d3+ ♔h8 21.♖xg7 ♔xg7 22.♘xe6++–.

20.♗d3 ♕b6 21.♖g4!

By concentrating even more forces on the kingside, White wins.

21…♘a5 22.♕d1 g6 23.♕f1 ♔g7 24.♕h3 ♖xc1+ 25.♗xc1 ♖c8 26.♗e3 ♘c4 27.♘xg6

1-0





Chapter 37

The attack on f7 (f2)

If you look at the initial position, the weakest squares on the board are f7 and f2. Since these squares are only protected by the king, the enemy pieces will fight to the death to get at them, if there is a not an endgame on the board. In our game’s past, our talented forbears tried with all their forces and means to get at this weak point in the enemy camp, and the idea of a sacrifice on f7 (f2) to draw out the king is the basis of many different combinations.


207 *

Anatoly Karpov

2720

Lajos Portisch

2630

Torino 1982 (6)
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The weakness of f7 is obvious, and a small combination tempting:

23.♗xf7+ ♔h8

More tenacious is 23…♔xf7, although after 24.♖xa5 ♕c6 25.♖xa8 ♖xa8 26.♗xd6 cxd6 27.♕e2, White should win – the black king is exposed, and the pawns on d6 and b5 are vulnerable.

24.♗xd6 ♕xf7 25.♖e7 ♕f8 26.♗c5 ♕f4 27.♕e2 h6 28.♖e4 ♕f7 29.♖e5

The bishop is stronger than the knight, and the major pieces are more active – White easily organises a decisive attack.

29…♘c4 30.♖xa8 ♖xa8 31.♖f5 ♕g6 32.♕e4 ♔h7 33.h3 ♖a1+ 34.♔g2 ♖c1 35.♗b4 ♘d6 36.♗xd6 cxd6 37.♕d3 d5 38.f3

The march of the h-pawn is also threatened, so Black resigned.


208 *

Konstantin Landa

2669

Axel Heinz

2244

Bad Wiessee 2004
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19.♖xf7!

Ending forever the black king’s quiet life.

19…♗xe4

On 19…♔xf7, there follows 20.♘xe6! ♕xe5 21.♗xb7 ♕xe2 22.♖xe2 ♖ab8 23.♗d5 ♘hf6 24.♘c7+ ♘xd5 25.♘3xd5+–.

20.♘xe4 ♔xf7 21.♘xe6! ♕a7

Black also loses in the main variation 21…♔xe6


[image: images]

analysis diagram



22.♘d6!, the key move, cutting off the black king’s retreat home. There is no way of saving the game:

A) 22…♗g5 23.♕f3! ♖f8 24.♕g4+ ♔e7 25.♕xg5+ ♔e6 26.♕g4+ ♔e7 27.♗c1+–;

B) 22…♗xd6 23.exd6+ ♔xd6 (23…♔f7 24.♕f1++–) 24.♕d2+ ♔c5 25.♗a3+ ♔c6 26.♕d5#; 22…♗h4 23.♕g4+ ♔e7 24.♕xh4+ ♔f8 25.♕f2+ ♘hf6 26.♗a3 ♔g8 27.exf6 ♖xe1+ 28.♕xe1 ♘xf6 29.♕e6+ ♔g7 30.♗b2 ♖f8 31.♗xf6++–.

22.♕d3 ♔g8

He loses after 22…♘c5 23.♖f1+ ♔g8 24.♘6xc5 ♖ad8 (24…♗xc5 25.♕d5+ ♔h8 26.e6+ ♘g7 27.♖f7+–) 25.♘d6 ♕a8 26.♘e6+–.

23.♕d5 ♔h8 24.g4 ♘f8

The other moves are also bad: 24…♗b4 25.♘6g5 ♗xe1 26.e6+ ♘df6 27.♘xf6+–; or 24…♘g7 25.♘xg7 ♔xg7 26.e6+ ♘f6 27.g5+–.

25.gxh5 ♘xe6 26.♕xe6 ♗f8 27.♕d5 ♗g7 28.♘d6 ♖f8 29.h6 ♗xh6 30.e6+ ♗g7 31.♘f7+ ♕xf7 32.exf7 ♗xb2 33.♕xa8

1-0


209 **

Alexander Fominykh

2550

Konstantin Sakaev

2645

Moscow ch-RUS 1999 (3)

[image: images]



Black has the initiative – his bishops point at the white kingside, and his other pieces too, with the exception of the ♖a8, are on the kingside. What does White want to do? He would like to exchange his dark-squared bishop at f6, close one of the black bishops’ diagonals with ♘c3-e4, and limit the other by means of e2-e3. With his next move, Black goes over to an assault, an argument for which is White’s hanging and limited dark-squared bishop.

13…♘g4! 14.h3 ♘xf2 15.♖xf2 ♘xg3

The white king is exposed, whilst the material balance remains good for Black.

16.♕d2 ♘f5 17.♖e1

17.e3 h6 18.b4 ♗xb4 19.♗f4 ♘d6 (also promising is 19…d6[image: images], with the idea of …e6-e5) 20.♗xd6 ♗xd6[image: images] – the open position of the king, weakness of the dark squares, and broken white pawn structure make the initiative very unpleasant.

17…♕h5

Also possible was 17…♕g6, with similar ideas.

18.♗f4 ♗xf2+ 19.♔xf2 ♘h4 20.♕e3 ♘xg2

Grabbing another pawn, which makes it easier for White to put up a defence. It was simpler just to increase the pressure on the f-file: 20…♖f7 21.♗g3 ♗xf3 22.exf3 ♘xf3 23.♗xf3 ♖af8 24.♔g2 ♖xf3 25.♕e4 ♕g5 26.♕xf3 ♖xf3 27.♔xf3 ♕d2 28.♖e2 ♕d3+ 29.♔g2 ♕xc4–+ – the black queen is supporting too many pawns, and there is no chance of saving the game.

21.♔xg2 ♕h4 22.♗g3 ♕xc4 23.♖d1 ♕c6 24.♖d4 ♖ae8 25.♖e4 ♖f5 26.♔h2 ♕c5 27.♘d4 ♗xe4 28.♘xe4 ♖e5 29.♕d3 ♖xe4 30.♕xe4

[image: images]

30…d6!

So as not to give White any lucky chances, Black does not try to attack something, but simply places his pawns on dark squares, completely restricting the white bishop.

31.♘f3 a5 32.a3 ♕d5 33.♕c2 ♕c5 34.♕e4 ♕b5 35.♕c2 h6 36.♘d4 ♕d7 37.♕e4 e5 38.♘f3 ♖f8 39.a4 ♕f5 40.♕c6 ♖f7 41.♕c4

[image: images]

All of his pieces and pawns have occupied ideal positions, and it is time to tie White down by seizing space:

41…g5! 42.♘e1 h5 43.♘g2 h4 44.♗e1 ♔h7 45.♗d2 ♖g7 46.♗e3 e4 47.♗d4 ♖e7 48.♕c6 ♕f7 49.♔g1 ♕e6 50.♕a8 c5 51.♕h8+ ♔g6 52.♗f2 ♖e8 53.♕c3 ♖f8 54.♗e1 d5 55.♕b3 ♖f6 56.♕b5 d4 57.e3 d3 58.♗c3 ♖f3 59.♕a6 ♖xh3 60.♕b7 ♖f3 61.♕g7+ ♔h5 62.♕h8+ ♔g4 63.♗e1 h3 64.♘f4 gxf4 65.♕h4+ ♔f5 66.♕h5+ ♔f6 67.♗c3+ ♔e7 68.♕g5+ ♔d7 69.exf4 ♔c6

0-1


210 **

Shakhriyar Mamedyarov

2699

Andrei Kharlov

2555

Russia tt 2006 (6)

[image: images]



20.♘xf7!!

A standard, though very strong sacrifice.

20…♖xf7

After 20…♕xd4, White wins by 21.♕xd4! ♗xd4 22.♗xe6 ♖xf7 23.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 24.♖c7 ♗f6 25.♗c3 ♖e8 26.♗xf6 ♔xf6 27.♖xb7[image: images].

21.♖xe6 ♕d7

Bad is 21…♕xd4 22.♕xd4 ♗xd4 23.♖xe7+–.

Black had counted on the pin, but…

[image: images]

22.♖xf6!

A brilliant queen sacrifice.

22…♕xg4 23.♖xf7 ♔h8 24.♖xe7

For the queen, White has rook, bishop and two pawns, but Black’s biggest problem is the weakness of g7. The attack is unstoppable.

24…♖c8 25.♖xc8+ ♕xc8 26.d5!

Black resigned.


211 ***

Robert Fischer

2785

Boris Spassky

2660

Reykjavik Wch match 1972 (10)

[image: images]



It would seem that Black, with his two bishops in an open position, should have a promising game. But in this case, concrete factors affect the assessment: the passive ♗f8, the weakness of f7, and the distant position of the major pieces on the a-file. Thus, White has some initiative, although Black is not so badly off.

26.♗b3

Taking aim!

There was another, interesting way of getting at the f7-pawn: 26.bxa6!? ♗xa6 27.e5, with the intention of e5-e6. The exchange of a pair of bishops eases the defence of the light squares, but does not completely solve Black’s problems: 27…♗d3 28.♗xd3 ♖xd3 29.♘g5, aiming at f7, and keeping the break e5-e6 in reserve.

26…axb5 27.♕f4

[image: images]

27…♖d7

Black misses the strongest continuation 27…c4! 28.♗xc4 bxc4 29.♖xb7 f6! (29…♕h5? 30.g4[image: images]) 30.e5 ♕d5 31.♖c7 ♖ac8 32.♖xc8 ♖xc8 33.exf6 c3!, with sufficient counterplay for equality.

28.♘e5 ♕c7 29.♖bd1 ♖e7

29…♖xd1? 30.♗xf7+ ♔h8 31.♘g6++–.

He does not solve his problems with 29…♖ad8 30.♗xf7+ ♖xf7 31.♕xf7+ ♕xf7 32.♘xf7 ♖xd1 33.♖xd1 ♗xe4 34.♘g5 ♗c2 (the same position is reached after 34…♗f5 35.♖d5 ♗c2 36.♖d8) 35.♖d8 b4 36.♘e6 ♔f7 37.♘xf8 b3 38.♖b8 ♔e7 39.♘xh7 ♔d7 40.♘g5 ♔c7 41.♖xb3 ♗xb3 42.f3 – White retains winning chances.

30.♗xf7+ ♖xf7 31.♕xf7+ ♕xf7 32.♘xf7 ♗xe4 33.♖xe4 ♔xf7 34.♖d7+ ♔f6 35.♖b7 ♖a1+ 36.♔h2 ♗d6+ 37.g3 b4

White is better after 37…♖b1 38.♖b6 ♔f5 39.♖h4 ♗e5 40.♖h5+ g5 41.h4+–.

38.♔g2

[image: images]

It is hard for Black to advance his connected passed pawns, and so the initiative remains on White’s side.

38…h5

He could retain excellent chances of a successful defence with 38…♗e5! 39.g4 ♗d4 – here, the bishop is entrenched and defends the g7-pawn.

39.♖b6 ♖d1 40.♔f3 ♔f7

Yet another time-trouble inaccuracy, as a result of which Black ends up shut in his own camp.

He could develop activity by means of 40…♖d3+! 41.♔e2 ♖d5 42.f4 g5!. Here, there is still plenty of fight left ahead.

41.♔e2 ♖d5 42.f4! g6

42…♗f8 43.♖e5 ♖d8 44.♖xh5 c4 45.♖c6 c3 46.♖b5 also offers no illusions about saving the game.

43.g4 hxg4 44.hxg4 g5

If 44…♔f6 45.♖a6 ♔f7 46.g5,


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Black is in zugzwang.

45.f5 ♗e5 46.♖b5 ♔f6 47.♖exb4 ♗d4 48.♖b6+ ♔e5 49.♔f3! ♖d8 50.♖b8 ♖d7 51.♖4b7 ♖d6 52.♖b6 ♖d7 53.♖g6 ♔d5 54.♖xg5 ♗e5 55.f6 ♔d4 56.♖b1

1-0





Chapter 38

Blockading

Blockading is a tactical device that involves preventing pawns advancing, and thus causing the enemy problems. This occurs most often around the king, and prevents enemy pieces moving across to help defend it.


212 *

Grigory Ravinsky

Georgy Ilivitzky

Riga 1952

[image: images]



21.♗f6!

White blocks the f-pawn from moving.

21…♗xf6 22.e5 ♘xd3 23.exf6 ♘f2+ 24.♔g1 ♘h3+ 25.♔f1!

But not 25.gxh3 ♕c5+ 26.♔h1 ♕c6+ 27.♔g1 ♕c5+=.

25…♗c4+

On 25…♕c4+, White wins with 26.♔e1 (or 26.♘e2+–).

[image: images]

26.♘e2

Not 26.♔e1 ♕e5+, and Black wins.

Black resigned. There could follow 26…♗xe2+ 27.♔e1 (of course, not 27.♔xe2 ♖fe8+ 28.♔f3 ♕c6+ 29.♔g4 ♕xg2+–+) 27…♕a5+ 28.b4, with inevitable mate.


213 *

Robert Fischer

Pal Benko

New York ch-USA 1963 (10)

[image: images]



Black’s hopes are exclusively tied up with advancing the f-pawn. The following typical blockading sacrifice prevents this.

19.♖f6! ♔g8 20.e5 h6 21.♘e2

Black has no way of meeting the white attack, and so he resigned.


214 **

Vladimir Burmakin

2550

Konstantin Sakaev

2590

St Petersburg 1997 (6)

[image: images]



If Black exchanges the d5- and e4-pawns, the white pieces develop activity, exerting pressure on the d-file and the long diagonal. But after the temporary pawn sacrifice played by Black, he himself seizes the d-file and a complex of dark squares in the centre.

17…d4!

The white pieces are attacked with tempo, whilst the ♘d2 remains without prospects, as it is blocked by the e4-pawn, which Black has purposely left on the board.

18.♕xd4 ♗c5 19.♕d3 ♕b6 20.♕e2

On 20.♖f1, there would follow 20…♖fd8 21.♕f3 ♕c7, taking on e5.

And if 20.♕f3, then as well as taking on f2, Black can choose 20…f5!, with a crushing attack.

20…♗xf2+ 21.♕xf2 ♕xf2+ 22.♔xf2 ♖xc3 23.♘c4

More chances of a successful defence were offered by 23.♖ac1! ♖xc1 24.♖xc1 ♘xe5 25.♖c7 ♖b8 26.h3, activating his pieces.

23…bxc4 24.♖xd7 ♖c2+ 25.♔g1 ♗c6 26.♖d6 cxb3 27.axb3 ♖c5 28.♔f2 ♖b8 29.♖ad1 ♔f8 30.♖d8+ ♖xd8 31.♖xd8+ ♔e7 32.♖d4

[image: images]

32…♖b5

There was a simpler win with 32…♖c2+ 33.♔g1 ♖c3 34.♖d6 ♗b5 35.♖b6 ♖xb3 36.♖b7+ ♔e8 37.♖b8+ ♔d7 38.♖b7+ ♔c6 39.♖xf7 a4.

33.♖c4 ♗d7 34.♖c3 ♖xe5

White is not only pawn down, but also has a bad bishop. The realisation of Black’s advantage is lengthy, but not difficult.

35.♔e3 ♔d6 36.♖d3+ ♔c7 37.♖c3+ ♔b6 38.♔d4 ♖h5 39.h4 ♖b5 40.e5 f6 41.exf6 gxf6 42.♔e3 ♖e5+ 43.♔d4 ♖e2 44.♗f1 e5+ 45.♔d5 ♖d2+ 46.♔e4 ♗c6+ 47.♔e3 ♖b2 48.♗d3 h6 49.♗e4 ♗d7 50.♗d5 ♖b1 51.♔d2 ♖f1 52.♔e2 ♖g1 53.♔d2 ♗b5 54.♗e4 ♖f1 55.♖c8 ♖f2+ 56.♔e3 ♖b2 57.♖c3 ♗d7 58.♗d5 f5 59.♗f3 ♖b1 60.♔d2 ♖g1 61.♗d5 e4 62.♔e2 ♗b5+ 63.♔f2 ♖f1+ 64.♔e3 ♖f3+ 65.♔d4 ♖xc3 66.♔xc3 ♔c7 67.♔d4 ♔d6 68.♗f7 ♗d7 69.♗h5 ♗e6 70.♗d1 ♗f7 71.g4 fxg4 72.♗xg4 ♗xb3 73.♔xe4 a4 74.♔d4 a3 75.♔c3 ♗f7 76.♗e2 ♔e5 77.♗d1 ♔f4 78.♗e2 ♔g3 79.h5 ♔h4 80.♗f3 ♔g5 81.♗d1 ♗xh5 82.♗b3 ♔f6 83.♔b4 ♗f7

White resigned.


215 **

Viktor Kortchnoi

2650

Anatoly Karpov

2660

Moscow ch-URS 1973 (6)

[image: images]



The knight on d5 takes the important c3-square from the white bishop, and blockades the pawn on d4, which only disturbs White, by restricting his minor pieces.

39…♗g5!

He could also keep the advantage with 39…♗b4, threatening to penetrate the white position from the queenside.

40.♕f1

More tenacious is 40.♕b2, but even then, after 40…♕e1+ 41.♔g2 h5!…

[image: images]

there is a threat to break up the white kingside with …h5-h4. At the same time, 42.h4 loses to 42…♗xh4! 43.gxh4 ♕e4+ 44.f3 ♕xh4, and Black develops a decisive attack.

40…♕f3 41.h4

White resigned, without waiting for 41…♗e3 42.♕g2 ♗xf2+ 43.♕xf2 ♕xb3 – the superiority of the knight over the bishop is too great.


216 ***

Arkadij Naiditsch

2707

Daan Brandenburg

2522

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (13)

[image: images]



The black king is under close attention from the white pieces, and is defended only by pawns and the ♗e7. An important potential defender is the queen on e8, which, after a possible sacrifice by White, is prepared to join the defence after a move of the f-pawn. Thinking along these lines, one can find the typical blockading idea…

20.♘f6!,

but the main point is seen at move 23 (20.♘e3 was played in the game).

20…gxf6 21.exf6 ♗xf6 22.♕h5!

There is only perpetual check after 22.♘xh7 ♔xh7 23.♕h5+.

22…♗xg5 23.♗f5!

This is the key idea. After…

23…exf5 24.♗xg5 ♕e6 25.♖xe6 fxe6 26.b3! ♘c3 27.bxc4 ♘xb1 28.♕h6 ♖ce8 29.cxd5

the decisive role in the attack is assumed by a modest pawn, which has already gone from b2 to d5. Despite Black’s even formally having a material advantage, it is not hard to see that his position is collapsing.


217 ***

Viswanathan Anand

2790

Boris Gelfand

2712

Monaco blindfold 2001 (4)

[image: images]



The plans of the two sides are obvious – Black is attacking on the kingside, and White on the other wing. Playing blindfold, Black did not find the correct way to proceed with the attack, which involves bringing in the bishop to a more active role:

27…♗f4!!

The pawn is fixed on the passive f3-square and the threat to transfer the knight via …♘f6-h5-g3 now gains many times in strength.

Not 27…♘h5, because White gets a valuable square to bring in his queen with 28.♕g4.

In the game, Black played more straightforwardly, and after 27…♖g5 28.♕f2 ♕h3 (it was essential to play 28…h3 29.♕h4 ♔g7 30.♖de1 ♖xe1 31.♕xe1 ♕f5, still with sufficient counterplay) 29.♖fe1, the initiative started to fade, and White’s extra material told.

An interesting position with mutual chances could arise after 27…h3 28.♕g3 ♗e3.

28.♘d3

The attempt to conduct the defence without the knight is even more hopeless, e.g.:

A) 28.♖f2 ♖g5 29.♕f1 ♘h5 30.♘d3 ♗e3 31.f4 ♖g4 32.♖g2 ♘g3+;

B) 28.♕f2 ♗e3 29.♕xh4 ♔g7;

C) 28.♖g1 ♗e3 29.♘c6 ♖g5 30.♕xg5 ♗xg5 31.♖xg5 ♖e3.

28…♖g5 29.♕f2 ♗e3 30.♕xh4 ♔g7 31.♖de1 ♖h8 32.♕xh8+ ♔xh8 33.♖xe3 ♕c7

Black wins the a5-pawn, and has excellent chances to convert his extra material, with White having few chances of establishing an unbreachable fortress.





Chapter 39

The importance of the seventh rank

The seventh rank is no less important than the back rank. In the middlegame, the major pieces, if they penetrate to the seventh rank, can help organise a mating attack, and in the endgame, they can clean up all of the pawns. Not for nothing are two rooks on the seventh rank sometimes known as ‘blind pigs’!


218 **

Mikhail Botvinnik

Vasily Smyslov

Moscow Wch match 1954 (18)

[image: images]



So as to exploit the weakened position of the black king, White needs to calculate the variations accurately. The dagger blow…

23.♘d4!

ends the game immediately.

In the game, White played the tame 23.♗h3, after which the battle flared up anew.

23…♘xd4

23…cxd4 24.♗d5+ ♖xd5 (24…♔h8 25.♖e7) 25.♖e8.

24.♖e7!

24.♗d5+ ♖xd5 25.♖e7, allows the counter-combination on the theme of closing lines:

Inattention to the opponent’s possibilities


[image: images]

analysis diagram



25…♘e2+! 26.♔f1 (26.♖7xe2 ♖d1; 26.♖1xe2 ♖d1+ 27.♔g2 ♗c6+ 28.f3 ♗xf3+) 26…♖f7 27.♖xf7 ♔xf7 28.♕xh7+ ♔f8, with a draw by perpetual check.

24…♖f7 25.♗d5

A longer winning line was 25.♖xf7 ♘e2+ 26.♖xe2 ♖d1+ 27.♗f1 ♖xf1+ 28.♔xf1 ♕d1+ 29.♖e1 ♗b5+ 30.♔g2 ♕d5+ 31.♔g1 ♕xf7 32.♕f4, penetrating with the queen into Black’s camp.

25…♘f3+ 26.♔h1 ♕xf2 27.♗xf7+ ♔h8 28.♖e8+ ♖xe8 29.♖xe8+ ♗xe8 30.♕f8#


219 ***

Boris Gelfand

2700

Gata Kamsky

2725

Dos Hermanas 1996 (7)

[image: images]



24.♖cc7!

Two rooks on the seventh rank are a fearful strength. Instead of the tempting bishop retreat to e2, White finds a way to pose threats against the enemy king.

24…♘xe2+ 25.♔f1 ♖dd8 26.♖xf7

[image: images]

26…♗f8

Now, the white rook gets the f6-square, and Black loses another pawn on the kingside.

More tenacious was 26…♗h8!, although after a line such as 27.♔xe2 a5 28.♖fe7 (it is also interesting to try to take e6, leaving Black with his a-pawn: 28.♗c5 a4 29.♖fe7 ♖e8 30.♖a7 ♖f8 31.♖xa8 ♖xa8 32.♖xe6 ♔h7 33.♗a3 ♗g7 34.♔e3) 28…♖e8 29.♖xe8+ ♖xe8 30.♖a7 ♗g7 31.♖xa5 ♗f8 32.♖a7 ♗e7 33.♔f3 h5 34.♗b6!, with the idea of transferring the bishop via c7 to d6, White retains good winning chances.

27.♔xe2 ♖db8 28.♖xb8 ♖xb8 29.♖f6 ♖e8 30.♖xg6+ ♔h7 31.♖f6 a5 32.f5 exf5 33.f4 ♖a8 34.♖xf5 a4 35.♖f7+ ♔g8

[image: images]

36.♖a7! ♖xa7 37.♗xa7 ♗a3 38.♗d4 ♗c1 39.f5 ♔f7 40.♔d3 a3 41.♔c2 ♗f4 42.h3 h5 43.♔b3 ♗c1 44.♗c5 ♗b2 45.e6+ ♔f6 46.♗xa3 ♗e5

Black resigned.


220 ***

Peter Svidler

2769

Jon Ludvig Hammer

2608

Stavanger 2013 (1)

[image: images]



28.♖bb7

Nominally, Black has an extra pawn in the ending, but the two white rooks on the seventh rank are threatening.

28…♗f8

After 28…♗f6 29.a4 h5 30.f4!, Black falls into an unpleasant pin: 30…♖e8 31.♔f2 ♗h8?! 32.♖b6!+–.

29.a4!

A brilliant move, fixing the weakness on a5.

29…♖c5

Black needs to exchange the white rook on the seventh rank. In addition, he loses the pawn on e5.

29…e4? 30.♖xh7 and 31.♖h8#.

30.♖xc5 ♗xc5 31.♗xe5

31.♗xa5? ♖d4.

31…♖d5

Correct was 31…♖e8 32.f4 ♗d6 33.♖b5 ♗xe5 34.fxe5 ♖a8 35.♔d3 ♔f7 36.♔d4 ♖d8+ 37.♖d5 ♖b8 38.♖xa5 ♖b2, trying to create counterplay.

32.f4 ♗d4 33.♖b5 ♖d7

[image: images]

34.g3

A clever move. White wants to recapture on e5 with the rook, so as not to weaken his pawn structure.

After 34.♖xa5 ♗xe5, White would have to take with the pawn 35.fxe5 (35.♖xe5 ♖d4=) 35…♔f7[image: images].

34…♗xe5 35.♖xe5 ♖d4

It is dangerous to go for deep defence with 35…♖a7 36.♔d3 h5 37.♖c5 ♔f7 38.♔c4[image: images].

36.♖xa5 ♔f7 37.♖a7+ ♔f6 38.♖a6+ ♔f7 39.♖a7+ ♔f6 40.a5 ♖d5

There is no certainty that Black can draw after 40…♖a4 41.♔d3!. The white king comes over to a5, whilst the pawn on f4 strongly limits the black king’s movements.

41.♖a6+ ♔g7 42.♖a7+ ♔f6 43.a6 ♖d6

[image: images]

Black tries to keep the white king from the queenside.

44.h4! ♔e6 45.h5!

Destroying Black’s defences.

45…gxh5 46.♖xh7 ♔d5 47.♖xh5 ♔e4 48.a7 ♖a6 49.♖h7 ♖a2+ 50.♔d1 ♔d3 51.♖d7+ ♔c3 52.♔e1 ♔c4 53.♔f1 ♔c5 54.♔g1 ♔c6 55.♖f7 ♔d5 56.♖xf5+ ♔e6 57.♖b5 ♖xa7 58.♔g2

Black resigned.





Chapter 40

The attack on the uncastled king

A king that has not castled is almost always bad. In the opening and the middlegame, the battle usually takes place in the centre, and if the most important object of attack is located there, with the rooks unconnected and his own piece coordination disrupted, then it is bound to be dangerous. In many games, players are willing to part with material to keep the enemy king in the centre for longer.


221 *

Paul Keres

Istvan Bilek

Leipzig ol 1960 (4)

[image: images]



Black has not managed to evacuate his king (the queenside looks relatively the safest), and the game is now decided by energetic play along the central files:

15.♗xd5! exd5 16.♘xd5 ♕d6 17.♘xc6

White also keeps a fierce attack after 17.♘b3.

17…♗xc6 18.♗c5! ♕xc5

18…♗b5 19.♕e1 ♘d3+ 20.♖xd3 ♕xc5 21.b4 ♕d6 22.♘xe7+–.

19.♕xe5 f6 20.♘xf6+ ♔f7 21.♕e6+ ♔f8 22.♖he1 ♖d8 23.♖xd8+ ♗xd8 24.♘d7+

1-0


222 *

Dariusz Swiercz

2585

Etienne Bacrot

2705

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (13)
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Black has played the opening poorly, leaving his king in the centre, and trying to confuse White from the opening moves. He could have easily been punished for this:

16.fxe5!

In the game, there followed 16.♕c6, which also prevents Black from castling and retains the advantage, but it is rather less convincing.

16…♘xe5 17.♘xf6+ exf6 18.♕c5

Now, castling is impossible, and the queen on a5 is just a spectator to the white mating attack.

18…♘d3+ 19.♖xd3 ♖xd3

[image: images]

20.♘d4!

This move closes the black king’s path to the queenside.

Less convincing is 20.♖e1+ ♔d8 21.♘d4 ♕c7 22.♕d5+ ♕d7 23.♕a8+ ♕c8 24.♕e4 ♕c4 25.♔b1


[image: images]

analysis diagram



25…♖xd4 (quite hopeless is 25…♔c7 26.♕e7+ ♔b8 27.♕d6+ ♕c7 28.♕xa6 ♖xd4 29.cxd4) 26.cxd4 ♕e6 27.♕a8+ ♕c8 28.♕a7 ♖e8 29.♕b6+ ♔d7 30.♖c1 ♕b8 31.♕xf6 ♕b7 32.♕xf7+ ♖e7 33.♕f6, and White still has some work to do.

20…♖e3 21.♘c6

21.♘f5 wins even more effectively.

21…♕xa2 22.♕xe3+ ♔d7 23.♖d1+ ♔xc6 24.♕e4+ ♔c7 25.♕e7+ ♔c8 26.♕c5+ ♔b8 27.♕b6+ ♔a8 28.♕c6+ ♔b8 29.♖d7

And mate.


223 **

Konstantin Sakaev

2600

Andrei Kharlov

2605

Budapest tt 1996 (3)



1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.c4 dxc4 4.♘c3 a6 5.e4 b5 6.e5 ♘d5 7.a4 e6 8.axb5 ♗b4 9.♕c2 ♘b6 10.♕e4 ♕d5 11.♕g4 axb5 12.♖xa8 ♕xa8 13.♗e2

White has a serious initiative for the pawn, thanks to Black’s inability to castle. Even so, the latter needs to save his kingside and keep the character of the position closed, as in this case, it will hard for White to get at the black king. Instead, the attempt to create counterplay…

13…♘d5?

turns out badly.

It was essential to play 13…♔f8 or even 13…g6.

14.♕xg7 ♖f8

[image: images]

Black had calculated that White could not play 15.♗d2, because of the check at a1. But White simply ignores the queenside, evacuating his king to a safe place, and then begins an attack on the kingside:

15.0-0! ♗xc3 16.♘g5!

Black had only counted on 16.bxc3 ♘xc3 17.♗d1 ♕e4 18.♗a3 ♘d7, with an unclear battle.

16…♗b4 17.♗h5

White breaks through to the black king, who even fails to escape to relative safety on the queenside.

17…♔d7 18.♘xh7 ♖e8 19.♗xf7 ♖e7

[image: images]

20.♗xe6+! ♔c6

20…♔xe6 21.♘f8+ ♔f5 22.♕g6#.

21.♗xd5+ ♔xd5 22.♕g3

The black king is fighting on his own against the white army, and the outcome of the game is decided.

22…♖f7 23.♘f6+ ♖xf6 24.exf6 ♕a6 25.♕f3+ ♔e6 26.♗g5 ♕b7 27.♕g4+ ♔d5 28.♕f4 ♘d7 29.f7 c3 30.bxc3 ♗d6 31.♕f3+ ♔c4 32.♕e2+ ♔d5 33.♗e7 ♕b6 34.f8♕ ♘xf8 35.♗xf8 ♗xf8 36.♕f3+ ♔c4 37.♕xf8 ♗b7 38.♕b4+ ♔d5 39.♖e1

1-0


224 **

Evgeny Bareev

2655

Alexei Dreev

2645

Russia tt 1996 (4)
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Black has dawdled in the opening and delayed castling. This allows White to launch an assault:

16.d5! exd5 17.♗e3!

[image: images]

A very important move, allowing White to complete his development with tempo, without giving Black a breathing space.

17…♗c5

17…♕d8 18.♗b5+ ♔f8 19.e5 ♘e4 20.♘d4 – because of the undeveloped ♖h8, Black’s position is hopeless.

18.♗xc5 ♕xc5 19.♖ac1 ♕b6 20.♗b5+ ♔f8 21.e5 ♘e8?

Very passive. Black hopes to transfer the knight via c7 to e6, but does not succeed in doing this.

More tenacious was 21…♘e4, although after 22.♖fd1, followed by ♘f3-d4, White also has a clear advantage.

[image: images]

22.♖fe1!

White is ready for a further opening of lines.

22…♘c7 23.e6! ♘xe6 24.♘e5 ♔g8 25.♘xf7! ♔xf7 26.♖c6 ♕d8 27.♕xe6+ ♔f8 28.♖d6

1-0


225 **

Zaven Andriasyan

2615

Alexei Dreev

2711

Rogaska Slatina tt 2011 (6)
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In an open position, White has two splendid bishops, and Black has not yet castled. This gives rise to the idea of saving a tempo on retreating the rook. Indeed:

24.♖xd7!

In the game, White retreated with 24.♖d2, and after 24…0-0 25.♗b2 ♘f6 26.♖xd8 ♖xd8 27.♕d2 ♖e8 28.♗f3 ♕g5 29.♕xb4 h5, Black obtained a slightly worse, but defensible position, which he duly held confidently.

24…♖xd7 25.♗f5 ♖d8 26.♕e4+ ♔f8 27.♕xb4+ ♔g8 28.♗b2

The white bishops have managed to obtain great operating space. Black is playing without his ♖h8, and White will easily be able to develop his initiative subsequently. Given the additional weakness of the back rank, Black has no chance of saving himself, for example:

28…♕g5 29.♕c5 h6 30.f4 ♕h4 31.♕e5 ♕f6 32.♕xf6 gxf6 33.♗xf6

With a winning position.


226 **

Alexei Dreev

2630

Evgeny Bareev

2675

Elista 1998 (5)
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The white king is in the centre, and with his next blow, Black cuts the board into two sections, finally destroying the coordination of the white forces, and opening the e-file for his rooks:

15…e4! 16.c4 e3!

In the event of the unhurried 16…♖fe8, White would have chosen 17.♘f1, intending to put his knight on e3 – the game would have become unclear (of course, not 17.e3, which weakens the light squares. Black could exploit this immediately with 17…♘b7!, heading to c5).

17.fxe3

[image: images]

17…♖fe8!

He needs in the first instance to attack the weaknesses with those pieces which are not taking part in the game, and bring them into the game with tempo.

17…♕e5 is weaker, not just out of general considerations, but also for a concrete reason: after 18.0-0!, none of the possible captures brings Black any benefit.

18.e4 ♕e5 19.♔f2

More tenacious is 19.0-0, although after 19…♕xg3 (19…♗xh3 20.♗xh3 ♕xg3+ 21.♗g2 ♕e3+ 22.♔h1 ♖e5 23.♖f5) 20.♕a3 ♕g6,


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Black has the advantage anyway – e4 hangs, and the rook threatens to transfer via e5 to the kingside.

19…♘h5 20.♕a3

[image: images]

20…♕d4+!

Forcing the advance of the pawns, and thus blocking the white pieces.

21.e3 ♕e5 22.g4 ♕f6+ 23.♗f3 ♕h4+ 24.♔g1 ♘xc4 25.♕d3 ♕g3+ 26.♗g2 ♘f4 27.♕f1 ♕xe3+ 28.♔h2 ♘xd2 29.♕d1 ♘xg2 30.♗xd2 ♕xe4 31.♔g3 ♘e3

0-1


227 **

Krum Georgiev

2465

Garry Kasparov

2595

Malta ol 1980 (5)
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Obviously, White’s hopes are bound up with play in the centre, where the black king is caught. But he needs to play exceptionally energetically and accurately, as he has already sacrificed one piece:

13.♘xe6!

There is no time to prepare this blow, as after 13.♕h3?, there is the strong 13…b3!, seizing the initiative.

13…fxe6 14.♕h3!

On another square, the queen would be attacked with tempo: 14.♕g4 ♔f7 15.f5 ♘xe5!

14…♔f7

Completely bad is 14…♗d5 15.♖xd5.

15.f5 ♗e4

Other replies are also in White’s favour:

A) 15…♘xe5 16.fxe6+ ♔g8 17.e7 ♗xe7 18.♕e6+ ♘f7 19.♗xe7;

B) 15…b3 16.fxe6+ ♔g8 17.♕xb3 ♘c5 18.♕c4 d5 19.♖xd5;

C) 15…♔g8 16.fxe6 ♗e4 – 15…♗e4 16.fxe6+ ♔g8.

16.fxe6+ ♔g8

On 16…♔g6, there follows 17.♗d3.

[image: images]

17.♕b3 ♗xc2

Nor does the following variation offer any chances: 17…♘c5 18.♕c4 d5 19.♖xd5 ♘xe6 20.♖c5! ♕f7 21.♖f1.

18.♕xc2

An even easier win was 18.exd6 ♗xd6 19.♕xc2.

18…♕xc2+ 19.♔xc2 ♘xe5 20.e7 ♗xe7 21.♗xe7

White wins material, and retains much the more active pieces. The rest is easy.

21…♘bc6 22.♗xd6 ♖a5 23.♖d5 ♖xb5 24.♖xb5 ♘d4+ 25.♔b1 ♘xb5 26.♗xe5 ♔f7 27.♖c1 ♔e6 28.♖c5 ♘d6 29.♔c2 ♖f8 30.♗d4 ♖f1 31.♖e5+ ♔d7 32.♗c5 ♔c6 33.♗xb4 ♖f2+ 34.♔c1 ♘b7 35.♖g5 g6 36.a3 ♖e2 37.♔b1 ♖f2 38.♔a2 ♘d8 39.♖c5+ ♔b7 40.♖d5 ♘c6 41.♗c3 ♖xg2 42.♖d7+ ♔b6 43.♖xh7 ♔b5 44.♔b3 ♖g4 45.♖d7 ♖h4 46.♖d2 ♖h3 47.♖g2 ♘d4+ 48.♔a2 ♘f5 49.♗e5 ♖e3 50.♗b8 ♖e6 51.♖g4 ♘e7 52.♗g3 ♘c6 53.a4+ ♔c5 54.♔a3 ♖f6 55.b3 ♔d5 56.♖g5+ ♔e4 57.♖c5 ♖e6 58.a5 ♔d3 59.b4 ♘d4 60.♗e5! ♘f3 61.♗b2 ♘d2 62.♖c3+ ♔e2 63.♔a4

Black resigned.


228 **

Alexander Beliavsky

2635

John Nunn

2615

Wijk aan Zee 1985 (2)
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Structurally, Black is not doing so well, so he has to rely on dynamics, exploiting his lead in development:

11…♖xf5!!

If White delays, Black has numerous ways to develop his initiative: in the first instance, …♕d8-f8 is strong, ensuring h6 for the bishop, and strengthening the pressure on the f-file. Also possible is the simple retreat of the rook to f8, followed by the breaks …e7-e6, or …a7-a6, or …b7-b5.

12.g4

What else? He needs somehow to develop, but he cannot, and White decides to take the piece.

On 12.♘e4, there is the strong reply 12…♖f4!, with threats of …♗g7-h6 and …♗c8-f5.

Black also develops a decisive attack after 12.0-0-0 ♖f4! 13.g4 ♘xc4 14.♗xc4 ♖xc4 15.gxh5 ♕a5 16.♘ge2 ♕xa2.

12…♖xf3! 13.gxh5 ♕f8! 14.♘e4

The knight is already developed, and so it is wrong to move it again, without extreme necessity.

14.hxg6 hxg6 15.♖d1 ♗f5 16.♖h2

[image: images]

16…♖e8!!. When conducting an attack, it is especially important to bring in undeveloped pieces. Only an understanding of this principle can enable one to find such a move. 17.♖g2 e6 18.♗e2 ♖xf2 19.♖xf2 ♗h6 20.♖f4 ♘xc4 21.♗xc4 e5 – for the piece, Black has the advantage of the two bishops, a pair of pawns, and a strong attack. Even so, White can manage to defend.

14…♗h6

Black could have won immediately by 14…♕f5! 15.♘g5 ♖f4 16.h4 h6.

15.♕c2

[image: images]

15…♕f4?

Black misses the chance to break effectively into White’s camp: 15…♗e3! 16.hxg6 hxg6 17.♕e2 ♖xf2! 18.♘xf2 ♕f4, with a fearful attack.

[image: images]

16.♘e2?

In the first instance, one should look at chances to eliminate attacking units. And there was such a chance here, but White passes by it, trusting his opponent that the rook cannot be taken: 16.♘xf3! ♘xf3+ (if 16…♕xf3 17.♘g3!, the attack fizzles out) 17.♔d1 ♗f5 18.♗g3 ♕e3 19.♕d3 ♗xe4 20.♕xe3 ♗xe3 21.♗g2 ♖f8 22.♖f1. Black is pinned, and has lost all his attacking potential – the roles have changed, and White has the advantage!

16…♖xf2! 17.♘xf2 ♘f3+ 18.♔d1 ♕h4 19.♘d3 ♗f5

[image: images]

All the black pieces are attacking, whilst White’s forces totally lack coordination. The extra white rook is not felt at all.

20.♘ec1 ♘d2! 21.hxg6 hxg6 22.♗g2 ♘xc4 23.♕f2 ♘e3+ 24.♔e2 ♕c4 25.♗f3 ♖f8 26.♖g1 ♘c2 27.♔d1 ♗xd3

White resigned.


229 **

Vasily Ivanchuk

2739

Parimarjan Negi

2615

Greece tt 2010 (1)
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Black has wasted many tempi in the opening on non-developing moves, even ‘forgetting’ to castle. The knight has already moved three times to get to c5, which is an impermissible luxury, as Black’s development is far from complete. The white pieces are all mobilised and ready for the attack.

14.e5!

Starting with a piece sacrifice was inaccurate: 14.♘dxb5 axb5 15.e5 b4! leads to unclear consequences.

14…♗xe5

If 14…dxe5 15.♘dxb5 ♕xd2+ 16.♖xd2, little changes – the queenside pawn armada decides the game.

15.♘dxb5! ♘b3+

15…axb5 16.♗xc5 ♘c6 17.♗xd6 ♗xd6 18.♕xd6 ♕xd6 19.♖xd6 b4 20.axb4 also leads to a winning position for White, although it prolongs the game somewhat.

16.cxb3 axb5 17.♗xb5+ ♗c6 18.♗d4

White has a safe king and an attack, everything he could want.

18…♕c8 19.♗xe5 dxe5 20.♔b1 ♖g8 21.♘e4

Black resigned.


230 ***

Leonid Stein

Semyon Furman

Moscow ch-URS 1969 (18)
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White has already mobilised almost all of his forces, whilst Black is some way behind with his development. The sacrifice on d5, followed by play on the e-file, is tempting, but before playing it, White first prepares a target on the queenside, where the black king will soon end up.

10.a4! b4

If 10…bxa4, 11.♘d5 gains further in strength.

11.♘d5! exd5

If Black declines the knight, then after 11…♘xd5 12.exd5 e5 13.a5, the pawn on b4 is cut off from its own camp and will be lost.

12.exd5+ ♔d8 13.♗g5 ♘bd7 14.♕e2

White had an alternative means of developing the attack: 14.♘c6+ ♗xc6 (14…♔c8 15.♗xf6 ♘xf6 16.♗h3+) 15.dxc6 ♘c5 16.♗e3 ♔c8 17.a5!, with the threat of c2-c3.

14…♔c8

[image: images]

15.c3! b3 16.♘c6

He also wins with 16.♕e8+ ♕d8 17.♕xf7 ♘e5 18.♗h3+ ♔b8 19.♖xe5 dxe5 20.♘c6+ ♗xc6 21.dxc6 ♖a7 22.♕xb3+ ♔a8 23.♖d1.

16…♗xc6 17.dxc6 ♘e5 18.♖a3

Playing in the centre with 18.♖ad1 also looks good, retaining the possibility of transferring the rook to the queenside via d4.

18…d5 19.♖xb3 ♗d6 20.♗xf6 gxf6 21.♗xd5 ♘xc6

21…♖a7 22.♖b7 ♖xb7 23.cxb7+ and ♕xa6.

22.♕g4+

Going into an endgame allows Black to prolong his resistance.

A more convincing way to win was 22.♕f3 ♖b8 23.♖xb8+ ♘xb8 24.♖e4, with a decisive attack.

22…♕d7 23.♕xd7+ ♔xd7 24.♖b7+ ♗c7 25.♗g2 ♖ad8 26.♗h3+ ♔d6 27.♖d1+ ♔c5 28.b4+ ♔c4 29.♗f1+ ♔b3 30.♖xc7 ♖xd1 31.♖xc6 ♔xa4 32.♔g2 a5 33.bxa5 ♖hd8 34.♖xf6 ♖8d7 35.a6 ♖c1 36.♗d3! ♖xc3 37.♗xh7 ♔b4 38.♗e4 ♖a3 39.♗b7 ♔c5 40.h4 ♔d4 41.♖f5 ♖e7 42.h5 ♖e5 43.♖f4+ ♔c5 44.h6

Black resigned.


231 ***

Konstantin Sakaev

2625

Mikhail Ulibin

2580

Dubai 2000 (8)



1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.♘c3 ♘f6 4.♗g5 ♗e7 5.e5 ♘fd7 6.h4

The Chatard Attack was introduced into practice by Alekhine. White sacrifices a pawn, trying to get the chance to develop an initiative on the dark squares.

6…c5

Black declines the sacrifice, trying instead to break up the white centre.

More popular is 6…♗xg5 7.hxg5 ♕xg5 8.♘h3, with compensation.

But the most common move is 6…a6, taking b5 from the white knight and preparing …c7-c5.

7.♗xe7 ♔xe7

This extravagant king recapture is Black’s idea. Naturally, 7…♕xe7 is bad because of 8.♘b5.

8.dxc5

The black king is in the centre, so White tries to open it up, not minding sacrificing a pawn.

8…♘xe5 9.♕e2 ♘bc6 10.0-0-0 ♔f8 11.f4 ♘d7 12.♘f3 ♘xc5

‘Quiet’ moves / prophylaxis in the middle of an attack

[image: images]

None of the developing continuations bring White any special dividends, so he makes a useful move, which he cannot do without in the long run:

13.♔b1!

‘Just in case’, the king gets off the c1-h6 diagonal on which he could be checked. Furthermore, if the ♘c3 moves away to take part in the attack, the a2-pawn will now be defended against a black queen raid to a5. And finally, after 13.♕e3, there could follow 13…♕b6, with the threat of 14…♘b3+. It is always important to choose the correct moment for such prophylaxis – in this case, the single tempo that Black is given is not enough to enable him to consolidate his position.

13…b5

An active attempt to start counterplay. It is not clear what else Back can do, because he cannot castle by hand on the kingside.

14.♕e3

White is not in a hurry to take on b5, which gives Black free development.

14…♕b6

[image: images]

15.♖xd5! exd5

The tactical trick does not help Black; after 15…♘e4 16.♕xb6 axb6 17.♖xb5 ♘xc3+ 18.bxc3 ♖b8, White has a pawn advantage on the queenside.

16.♘xd5 ♕d8 17.♕xc5+ ♘e7 18.♘c3 a6

On 18…♕b6, there follows 19.♕b4, keeping the pin on the knight. White can take the b5-pawn in comfort, since after 19…a6 or 19…a5, he wins with 20.♕xe7+.

19.♗e2!

This is simpler than the ‘more active’ 19.♗d3, since here the bishop does not obstruct the d-file, and is ready later to exert pressure on the centre from the f3-square.

19…♗e6 20.♖d1 ♕c8 21.♕b4 h5

Black finds a way to bring his king’s rook into the game, but even so, it is not so well placed on h6, as it would be on an open file.

22.♘d4 ♖h6 23.♗f3 ♖a7

The best defence was 23…♖b8!, with the idea of …a6-a5!. After 24.f5 (White is only a little better after 24.♘c6 ♗xa2+ 25.♔xa2 ♖xc6 26.♗xc6 ♕xc6 27.♘d5 ♕d7) 24…a5 25.♕xa5 ♘xf5 26.♘cxb5 ♘xd4 27.♘xd4 ♗g4 28.b3, White has the advantage, but Black retains counterplay.

[image: images]

24.f5!

Despite the fact that the position is sharp, the decisive factor is the restricted situation of Black’s light-squared bishop.

White’s advantage is not so great after 24.♘xe6+ fxe6 25.♕a3 ♖d7 26.♖xd7 ♕xd7 27.♕xa6 b4 28.♘e4 e5.

24…♗c4 25.♘c6 ♖xc6 26.♗xc6 ♔g8 27.♗e4 ♘xf5 28.♕a5

[image: images]

28…♖d7

28…♔h7 29.a4! (in the endgame arising after 29.♕d8 ♕xd8 30.♗xf5+ g6 31.♖xd8 gxf5 32.b3 b4, Black retains drawing chances) 29…♖e7 30.b3 ♗e6 31.axb5 axb5 32.♘xb5 – the two passed pawns on the queenside should in time bring White victory.

29.♖xd7 ♕xd7 30.b3 ♗f1 31.♕xa6

The position gradually simplifies, and White’s queenside pawn majority on the queenside settles things.

31…g6 32.♘d5 ♕d6 33.♕xd6

Carelessness; 33.♘f6+ ♔h8 34.♕c8+ ♔g7 35.♘e8+ wins the queen.

33…♘xd6 34.♘e3 ♘xe4 35.♘xf1 ♔g7 36.♔b2 ♔f6 37.♔a3 ♘c3 38.♔b4 ♘xa2+ 39.♔xb5 ♔e5 40.♔c5 ♘c3 41.b4 ♘e4+ 42.♔b5 ♘c3+ 43.♔c4 ♘e4 44.♔b5 ♘d6+ 45.♔c6 ♘f5 46.b5 ♘d4+ 47.♔c5 ♘e6+ 48.♔b4 ♔d6 49.c4 ♘c5 50.♘d2 f6 51.♘b3 ♘d3+ 52.♔a5 g5 53.c5+ ♔c7 54.b6+ ♔b7 55.♔b5 gxh4 56.c6+ ♔b8 57.♘c5

Black resigned.


232 ***

Veselin Topalov

2640

Evgeny Bareev

2685

Linares 1994 (11)
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Does the ♗f6 need to be moved away to avoid being exchanged? No, because the position is open, and every tempo allowing a piece to be developed is worth its weight in gold.

12…♕d5!

This move is strong, not only because the white ♖h1 would be hanging after the exchange on f6, but also because it destroys the coordination of the white forces and prevents White’s queenside castling.

13.a3?

White strives to castle queenside anyway, but he ought to have sensed the danger. Or maybe he did feel it, but was too upset to go over to a defensive posture so early in the game, something which is always difficult psychologically.

It was essential to complete his development, even if it means the white pieces having to take up passive squares. 13.♘e2 ♖e8 14.0-0 ♗h3 retains a small stable initiative for Black, but no more than that. Now, however, White’s position collapses.

13…♘xf4!

Maybe, Black did not at this stage calculate the final mating variation to the very end, but his intuition told him that his group of excellently-coordinated pieces ought to be able to mate the lone white king.

14.♘xf6+

It is already impossible to bail out at small cost, since after 14.0-0-0 (14.gxf4 ♗h4+ and 15…f5) 14…♘xd3+ 15.♕xd3, there follows 15…♗g5+! allowing him to avoid doubled pawns, with a technically winning position (on 15…♕xd3?, White has a zwischenzug: 16.♘xf6+! gxf6 17.♖xd3, with good chances of a draw).

14…gxf6 15.♗xh7 ♔g7 16.♕e4

Dynamics – deflection

[image: images]

16…♖e8!

The main defender of the white king is drawn off into the corner of the board, where it is just a spectator.

17.♕xe8 ♗f5!

This move also shuts off the white bishop, which was protecting the e4- and d3-squares in his own camp.

18.♕xa8 ♕e4 19.♔f2 ♕g2 20.♔e3 ♘d5 21.♔d4 ♕d2 22.♔c5 ♕e3 23.♔c4 ♘b6

White resigned, because after 24.♔b3 ♕e6, he is mated.


233 ***

Rashid Nezhmetdinov

Mikhail Tal

Baku ch-URS 1961 (15)

[image: images]



Castling kingside is impossible because of the ♘h6, so Black plans to castle queenside. White’s position has some holes that are no less serious than those in Black’s, and so he needs to play energetically:

17.♖xf6!

Other lines do not bring any benefit, and result only in unclear play:

A) 17.g5 ♗xh6 18.gxh6 ♘d4∞;

B) 17.♘d5 ♘xd5 18.exd5 ♘d4 19.♕f2 (19.♕d1∞) 19…f6 20.d6 ♕d7 21.♗xb7 ♕xb7 22.♗e3 0-0-0 23.c3∞.

17…♗xf6 18.♘d5

[image: images]

18…♕d8

No better is 18…♗xd5 19.exd5 ♘d4 20.♕f2.

19.♕f2 ♘f4

19…♗xd5 20.exd5 ♘f4 21.♗xf4 exf4 22.♕xf4; or 19…♘f4 20.♗xf4 exf4 21.♕xf4 ♗xd5 22.exd5.

20.♗xf4 exf4

[image: images]

21.♕xf4!

In the game, White played differently and ended up winning, but Black had a chance. After 21.e5, he had to play 21…♗h4! (the game ended: 21…♗xe5 22.♖e1 f6 23.♘xf6+ ♕xf6 24.♕d4, and White won) 22.♕d4 ♖f8 23.♖d1 ♖c8, with an unclear position.

21…♗xd5 22.exd5 ♕b6+ 23.♔h1 0-0-0

[image: images]

If now 24.♘xf7 ♗xb2 25.♖f1 (25.♖e1 ♖he8 26.♖xe8 ♖xe8 27.♘d6 ♔d8 28.♘xe8 ♔xe8 29.a4 ♕d4=) 25…♖hf8 26.a4 ♗a3 27.g5 ♕c7 28.♕f6 ♖xf7 29.♕xf7 ♕xf7 30.♖xf7 bxa4 31.♖f4 ♗d6 32.♖xa4 ♔b7, and Black has excellent chances of holding.

Surprisingly, one problem-like move ensures White the advantage:

24.c3!

Restricting the dark-squared bishop. After…

24…♖he8 25.g5 ♗e5 26.♕g4+ f5 27.gxf6+ ♔c7 28.♕f3

White keeps a strong initiative.

Additional material

Fischer-Tal, Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 1959

Tal-Taimanov, Kislovodsk 1966

Tal-Velimirovic, Riga 1979

Kramnik-Shirov, Cazorla match/9 1998 – Black’s 21st move

Timman-Geller, Hilversum 1973

Alekhine-Junge, Prague 1942

Jussupow-Portisch, Tunis 1985

Tal-Larsen, Bled match/6 1965

Spielmann-Alekhine, Carlsbad 1911 – White’s 17th move

Kasparov-Salov, Barcelona 1989





Chapter 41

The attack on the king

In chess, there is nothing more interesting than an attack on the main piece, the king. Even the translation of the word ‘checkmate’, from the Ancient Persian, means ‘the king is dead’.

To the experienced player, certain signs are usually visible when an attack is about to start. These are: weakened king’s protection, insufficient pieces defending the king, or a greater concentration of the attacker’s forces in the relevant area of the board.


234 *

Michael Adams

2460

Boris Gelfand

2585

Arnhem Ech jr 1988 (10)

[image: images]



There is a group of dark squares around the white king that are vulnerable, and Black exploits this:

19…♘xb2! 20.♗d3

Now we reach a technical position, with extra material for Black, but even in the case of 20.♔xb2 ♗a3+ 21.♔xa3 ♕c3+ 22.♘b3 a4 23.♗a7 axb3, White cannot avoid a quick mate.

20…♘xd3 21.cxd3 ♘f6 22.♘e4 ♘xd5 23.♖hg1 b4 24.♖df1 ♗xh4 25.♕f3 ♘xe3 26.♕xe3 b3 27.axb3 ♖b8 28.d4 0-0 29.g5 hxg5

White resigned.


235 *

Jan Timman

2625

Anatoly Karpov

2705

Montreal 1979 (11)

[image: images]



All of the white pieces are very passive, and at the same time, his king is protected only by pawns. There follows an energetic attack, as all the units covering the white king are eliminated one by one:

15…♘xh2! 16.c5

On 16.♖e1, the knight returns with 16…♘g4, and there is a threat of …♕e7-g5-h5.

16…♘xf1 17.cxd6 ♘xg3! 18.fxg3 ♕xd6 19.♔f2 ♕h6 20.♗d4 ♕h2+ 21.♔e1 ♕xg3+ 22.♔d2 ♕g2 23.♘b2 ♗a6 24.♘d3 ♗xd3 25.♔xd3 ♖bd8 26.♗f1 ♕e4+ 27.♔c3 c5 28.♗xc5 ♕c6 29.♔b3 ♖b8+ 30.♔a3 ♖e5 31.♗b4 ♕b6

White resigned.


236 *

Arash Golizadeh

Ashgar Roghani

Teheran 2008

[image: images]



With his last move, Black brought his last inactive piece to e8, and in the process meeting the threat of a check on e7. It appears that White’s attack has been beaten off. But White finds a nice idea that wins the game. The coordinated efforts of a queen and a knight attacking a king are a powerful force.

23.♕h3 ♘f8

Black loses in banal style after 23…h6 24.♘xh6+! gxh6 25.♕xh6 ♕c7 26.♕xg6+ ♕g7 27.♕xe8++–.

24.♘h6+!! gxh6 25.♕xh6

If the black pawn stood at a7, Black would play …♗f5, but now this is impossible, because of the loss of the queen. The fate of the game rests on such small, but vital nuances.

25…♕c7 26.♖xf8+ ♖xf8 27.♕xf8+ ♔xf8 28.♘xe6+ ♔e7 29.♘xc7

Black resigned. There could have followed 29…♔d6 30.♘e8+ ♔e7 31.♘g7 ♔f6 32.♘h5+ ♔g5, and now technique decides things:


[image: images]

analysis diagram



33.g4! (of course, he could also play 33.♘g3 ♔f4 34.♘f1 ♔e4 35.g4!, and the pawn should promote: 35…♔f3 36.g5 ♔g4 37.♔g2+–) 33…a5 (33…♔xg4 34.♘f6+ ♔f5 35.♘xh7 (White has a clear passed h-pawn) 35…b5 36.h4 a5 (36…b4 37.b3!) 37.♔g2 a4 38.♘g5 b4 39.♘f3, and the knight has managed to stop the black passed pawns) 34.♔g2 a4 35.♔g3 b5 36.♘f4 b4 37.h4+ ♔h6 38.♘xd5+–.


237 **

Alexander Alekhine

Friedrich Sämisch

Berlin 1923

[image: images]



The black kingside has been abandoned to its fate by the black pieces:

18.fxe6! ♗xg3 19.exf7+ ♔h8 20.♘d5

Black resigned. Wherever the queen goes, she comes under attack: 20…♕b8 (20…♕a7 21.♘c6+–; 20…♕b7 21.♘e6+–; 20…♕c5 21.♘e6 ♗e5 22.♗xe5 dxe5 23.♘xc5 bxc5 24.♘c7+–) 21.♘c6 ♗e5 22.♘xb8 ♗xb2 23.♘xd7 ♗xd7 24.♘xb6+–.


238 **

Janez Barle

2260

Alexander Beliavsky

2400

Yerevan tt 1971

[image: images]



White has sacrificed a pawn, and needs to show that he has something for it.

17.♘f6+ ♔h8 18.♕h3!!

An unexpected square for the queen. The main idea is to cover the square e3, via which the black queen could travel with check, to her king’s defence. Other moves are simply bad:

A) 18.♕h4? h6 19.♖hd1 ♘g6 20.♕h5 a5[image: images];

B) 18.♕h5? gxf6 19.♖h4 ♕e3+ 20.♔b1 h6–+.

18…gxf6 19.♖h4 ♔g8 20.♖xh7 ♘g6 21.♕h6 ♕e3+

Sad for Black, but necessary, otherwise he cannot avoid mate on g7.

22.♕xe3 ♔xh7 23.♕f3 ♖b8 24.♕xf6+–

In addition to his material advantage, White can add the plus of the weakened enemy king.

24…♖b6 25.h4 e5 26.♕f2 ♗g4 27.♕e3 f6 28.h5 ♘e7 29.♕e4+ ♗f5 30.♕b4 ♖b7 31.♖f1 ♗c8 32.♕e4+ ♔g7 33.g4

Black resigned.


239 **

Zhao Jun

2580

Xiu Deshun

2508

Xinghua Jiangsu ch-CHN 2011 (9)



1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 e6 3.♘c3 ♗b4 4.a3 ♗xc3+ 5.bxc3 c5 6.e3 b6 7.♗d3 ♘c6 8.♘e2 ♗a6 9.e4 0-0

[image: images]

10.♗g5!

The plans of the two sides are clear. Black will try to win the pawn on c4, and pretends that he is not afraid of the white attack on the kingside. White, in his turn, will develop the maximum activity on the kingside, which is what his last move does.

10…h6 11.♗h4 g5

Radically escaping the unpleasant pin. Other continuations look more solid, but also fail to ensure Black a quiet life.

For example, 11…d6 12.f4! e5 13.0-0 exd4 14.cxd4 cxd4 15.♘g3 ♖e8 16.♘h5 ♖e6 17.f5 ♖e5 18.♗xf6 gxf6 19.♕g4++–.

Interesting is 11…e5, after which White should play aggressively: 12.0-0 g5 13.♗g3 d6


[image: images]

analysis diagram



14.f4!, a very important move. 14…♘g4 (Black is also worse after 14…♕e7 15.fxe5 dxe5 16.♕a4 ♗b7 17.d5 ♘a5 18.♗f2 ♘h5 19.♘g3 ♘xg3 20.♗xg3 ♗a6 21.♖f5 f6 22.♖af1 ♖ad8 23.h4[image: images]; accepting the sacrifice loses immediately after 14…exf4? 15.♘xf4 gxf4 16.♗h4 ♘e5 17.♖xf4 ♘g6 18.♗xf6 ♘xf4 19.♗xd8 ♖axd8 20.♕g4+ ♘g6 21.e5+–) 15.♕a4 (it would be a mistake to play 15.fxe5? dxe5 16.♕a4 ♘a5 17.♖f3 exd4 18.cxd4 cxd4[image: images]) 15…♘a5 (15…♗b7 16.d5 ♘a5 17.h3 gxf4 18.♗xf4 exf4 19.hxg4 ♗c8 20.♖xf4 ♕g5 21.♖af1 ♗xg4 22.♘g3[image: images])


[image: images]

analysis diagram



16.fxg5 hxg5 17.♖f3 ♕e8 18.♕c2 f6 (18…♗xc4 19.h3 ♘h6 20.♖f6 ♔g7 21.♖af1+–) 19.♖af1 ♗xc4 20.h3 ♘h6 21.♖xf6 ♕e7 22.♗xc4+ ♘xc4 23.♖6f2! – White has the advantage. Not now 23…♘e3 24.♖xf8+ ♖xf8 25.♖xf8+ ♕xf8 (25…♔xf8 26.♕d3+–) 26.♕c1[image: images].

12.♗g3 d6 13.f4

It was worth seriously considering the immediate 13.h4! e5 (13…g4 14.♗f4 ♔g7 15.♘g3 cxd4


[image: images]

analysis diagram



16.♘h5+!, as this tactical trick is the key idea of the move 13.h4. 16…♔h8 (16…♘xh5 17.♕xg4++–) 17.♗xh6 ♘xh5 18.♕xg4 f5 19.♕xh5 ♕e8 20.♕g5 ♖f7 21.cxd4[image: images]) 14.♕d2 ♘e8 15.hxg5 hxg5 16.0-0-0 ♘a5 17.♕e3[image: images]↑. The white attack looks very dangerous. As confirmation of this, we can cite the following variation: 17…f6 18.dxe5 dxe5 19.f4! (the standard break) 19…gxf4 20.♘xf4 exf4 21.♗xf4 ♕e7 22.♕h3+–.

13…♘a5?!

White is not really bothered about the fate of the c4-pawn, and it was more important to increase the pressure on the pawn at d4.

Black could have exploited his chance with 13…♘h5!? 14.0-0 ♘xg3 15.♘xg3 cxd4. Even so, after 16.♕g4!, White’s attack is strong (16.cxd4?! is grist to Black’s mill: 16…♘xd4 17.♖a2 ♖c8 18.♖af2 ♗xc4 19.♗xc4 ♖xc4 20.♕h5 ♕f6 21.fxg5 ♕xg5 22.♖xf7 ♖cc8∞) 16…dxc3 17.♕h3! ♔g7 18.e5! ♖h8 (18…dxe5? 19.fxg5 ♕xg5 20.♘e4 ♕g6 21.♖f6+–) 19.f5 ♘xe5 20.fxe6[image: images].

14.fxg5 hxg5 15.0-0 ♘h5

A) 15…♗xc4 16.♗xd6[image: images];

B) 15…♘xc4 16.♕a4+–.

[image: images]

16.♗xd6

He could have ended the game at once with the blow 16.♘f4! ♘xf4 (16…gxf4 17.♕xh5 fxg3 18.♖f3+–) 17.♗xf4 f6 18.♕h5 ♕e8 (18…♔g7 19.e5+–) 19.♕h6! gxf4 20.♖xf4 f5 21.exf5+–.

16…♕xd6 17.e5 ♕e7

17…♕d8 18.♘g3! ♘xg3 19.hxg3+–.

18.♘g3 ♘xg3

18…♘f4? 19.♖xf4 gxf4 20.♕g4++–.

[image: images]

19.♖f6

It was also possible to play more slowly. After 19.hxg3, Black cannot put up any effective resistance against the rook’s appearance on f6. There is no help from 19…f5 (19…♗xc4 20.♖f6!, transposing into the game) 20.exf6 ♖xf6 21.♖xf6 ♕xf6 22.♕h5 ♕g7 23.♖e1!, as the Black pieces cannot help their king, and White brings a rook to the e-file with decisive effect: 23…cxd4 24.♖xe6 ♗xc4 25.♗xc4 ♘xc4 26.♖g6+–.

19…♔g7

Nor is he saved after 19…♗xc4 20.hxg3! (20.♕g4 ♗xd3 21.♕xg5+ ♗g6 22.♖xg6+ fxg6 23.♕xe7 ♘e2+ 24.♔h1∞; 20.♗xc4 ♘xc4 21.♕g4? ♘f5–+) 20…♗xd3 21.♕xd3 ♔g7 22.♖af1. White consistently brings his pieces over to the field of battle. The extra knight on a5 is not felt at all and is just a spectator: 22…♖h8 (22…cxd4 23.♕d2 ♖g8 24.♕xg5+ ♔f8 25.♖xf7+ ♕xf7 26.♖xf7+ ♔xf7 27.♕f6+ ♔e8 28.♕xe6+ ♔f8 29.♕f6+ ♔e8 30.e6 ♖f8 31.♕g7 ♖d8 32.e7+–) 23.♕e3 ♖ag8 (23…♖h5 24.♕f3+–) 24.♕xg5+ ♔f8 25.♖xf7+ ♕xf7 26.♖xf7+ ♔xf7 27.♕f6+ ♔e8 28.♕xe6+ ♔d8 29.d5 ♔c7 30.♕f7+ ♔b8 31.d6 ♖c8 32.e6 ♘c6 33.e7 ♖ce8 34.g4!, winning.

20.♕g4 ♖g8 21.hxg3 ♘b7

21…♔f8 22.♖af1 ♖g7 23.♗g6+–.

22.♖af1 ♘d8 23.♕e4 ♕b7 24.d5 ♖h8

[image: images]

25.♕g6+!

An effective finish.

25…fxg6 26.♖xg6+ ♔h7 27.♖xg5+ ♔h6 28.♖g6+ ♔h7 29.♖g4+ ♔h6 30.♖f6+ ♔h5 31.♖h4+

Black resigned without waiting for mate.


240 ***

Mikhail Tal

2610

Gennady Zaichik

2510

Tbilisi 1988 (1)

[image: images]



Black had been counting, after the exchange of pawns on b4, on eliminating the ♗d3, which is the main piece eyeing up his kingside. But the white pieces are lined up to develop the initiative, not for exchanges:

14.♘d5!

14.axb4 ♘xb4 15.e5 does not work, because of 15…♗b7 16.♕h3 ♘xd3 17.exf6 ♘xe1 18.fxe7 ♗xg2 19.exf8♕+ ♖xf8 – during the series of mutual captures, Black has taken more.

14…exd5 15.exd5 ♗g4

In the event of 15…♘b8 16.axb4, White gets extremely strong positional compensation for the piece, as it is hard for Black to develop.

16.♕g3 ♘xd5

Just as a move earlier, after 16…♘a7 17.axb4, White has a strong initiative for the piece.

17.♕xg4 ♘f6 18.♕h3 d5

On 18…bxa3, there follows the zwischenzug 19.♗c3!, forcing the weakening …g7-g6.

[image: images]

19.a4

White has the more active pieces, harmonising with his pawn structure, and also the two bishops. Black’s defence is very difficult.

19…♖fe8 20.♔h1 a5 21.♕f3 ♗d6 22.c4!

Underlining the weakness of the light squares in Black’s camp.

22…bxc3

He cannot simplify the position, as after 22…dxc4 23.♗xc4 ♘d4 24.♗xf7+! ♕xf7 25.♘xd4, White keeps an extra pawn.

23.♗xc3 ♖xe1 24.♖xe1 ♗b4 25.♗xf6!

This move was easy to find, because White’s play is built around the light squares, and the ♘f6 is their main defender.

25…♗xe1 26.♕h5 gxf6 27.♕xh7+ ♔f8 28.♕h8+ ♔e7 29.♕xa8 ♗f2 30.♗b5 ♘d4 31.♕e8+ ♔d6 32.♕f8+ ♔e6 33.♘c5+ ♔f5 34.♗d7+ ♘e6 35.♕xf7 ♕xc5 36.♕xe6+ ♔xf4 37.♕xf6+ ♔e3 38.♕g5+ ♔d3 39.♗e6 ♔c4 40.♕f4+ ♗d4 41.♕c1+ ♔b4 42.♕xc5+ ♔xc5 43.b3 ♔d6 44.♗c8 ♔e5 45.g3 ♔e4 46.♔g2 ♗c5 47.♗b7 ♗b4 48.h4 ♗c3 49.♔h3 ♗e1 50.g4 ♔e5 51.g5 d4 52.♗a6 ♗b4 53.♔g4 ♔e4 54.g6 ♗f8 55.♔g5

Black resigned.


241 ***

Anton Korobov

2705

Sergei Zhigalko

2667

Baku 2012 (7)

[image: images]



This example reminds us of the importance of knowing the opening well, and thoroughly analysing one’s own games. White had prepared for the game, but Black had done so significantly better.

18…♕h4!

Beginning a direct attack on the king.

Probably, in his preparations, White had found some sort of improvement in the variation 18…♘g5 19.♖fe1 ♖f8 20.♗f1 h5 (20…f4! 21.exf4 ♖xf4 was stronger) 21.f4! ♘f3+ 22.♘xf3 ♗xf3 23.♗e2 ♗e4 24.♗d3 ♗xd3 25.♕xd3 h4 – and after further battles, the game ended in a draw, Van Wely-Zhigalko, Sestao 2010.

19.♗f3 ♕h3

There is already no defence! It turned out that Sergei Zhigalko had had this position on his board at home, and, what is even more important, he remembered its assessment!

20.♖fe1 ♖h6 21.♘f1 ♘xg3 22.fxg3

It was essential to test the opponent in the variation 22.♗xc6 ♘xf1 23.♗g2 ♖g6 24.f4, although here too, Black wins:


[image: images]

analysis diagram



24…♘xe3! (24…♘xh2? 25.♔h1! is already good for White) 25.♖xe3 ♕xe3+ 26.♔h1 e4 27.♗c1 ♖xg2 28.♕xg2 ♕b3 29.♖xd6 ♘f8 30.♗b2 g6 31.h4 ♕xc4 32.h5 ♖c8 33.hxg6 hxg6 34.♖xg6+ ♘xg6 35.♕xg6+ ♔f8 36.♕xf5+ ♔e8–+.

22…♗xf3 23.♖d2 ♕g4 24.♕b3 ♔h8 25.♖f2 ♖c8 26.c5 bxc5 27.♕f7 ♘f6 28.♕e6 ♖g8 29.♕xd6 ♘e4 30.♕xe5 ♘g5

White resigned.


242 ***

Lev Polugaevsky

Mikhail Tal

Moscow ch-URS 1969 (2)

[image: images]



White dominates in the centre, and the black king is protected only by pawns. Therefore, White carries out not the traditional plan involving creating a passed d-pawn, but instead sacrifices, depriving Black of the time needed to exchange his light-squared bishop for the white knight, whilst the white e-pawn becomes a battering ram:

16.d5! exd5 17.e5! ♘c4 18.♕f4 ♘b2

Black takes the risky decision to go for tempo play, but other moves do not solve his problems either:

A) 18…♖c6 19.♗xh7+! (19.♘g5 h6 20.♗h7+ ♔h8 21.♘xf7+ ♔xh7 22.♘xd8 ♖xf4 23.♘xb7 ♖e4=) 19…♔xh7 20.♘g5+ ♔g6 21.h4 allows White to develop a decisive attack;

B) The prophylactic 18…h6 leaves White with a strong initiative: 19.♕f5 g6 20.♕g4! (20.♕h3 ♔g7 21.e6 ♕f6 22.exf7 ♖c6 permits Black to hold) 20…h5 21.♕f4 ♔g7 22.♘g5 ♕e7 23.e6 f6 24.♘f7 ♖xf7 25.exf7 ♕xf7 26.♕g3, with advantage.

[image: images]

19.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 20.♘g5+ ♔g6 21.h4 ♖c4

Let us look at other moves:

A) 21…♘xd1 22.h5+! ♔xh5 23.g4+ ♔g6 24.♕f5+ ♔h6 25.♕h7+ ♔xg5 26.♕h5+ ♔f4 27.♕f5#;

B) 21…f5 22.♖d4!→ – the white rook is ready to transfer to the kingside in short order;

C) 21…♕d7 22.e6! fxe6 23.♕g4+–;

D) 21…♕e7 22.♖b1+–.

[image: images]

22.h5+

The blockading move 22.♖d4 is also good, getting the rook ‘off prise’. After 22…♖xd4 23.♕xd4 ♗c8 24.♕xb2 ♖h8 25.♕d4 f6 26.♘f3, White has a large advantage.

22…♔h6 23.♘xf7+ ♔h7 24.♕f5+ ♔g8 25.e6! ♕f6 26.♕xf6 gxf6

[image: images]

27.♖d2!

White regains the piece, retaining all the advantages of his position.

If 27.♘d6 ♘xd1 28.e7 ♖c1!.

27…♖c6 28.♖xb2 ♖e8 29.♘h6+ ♔h7 30.♘f5 ♖exe6 31.♖xe6 ♖xe6 32.♖c2 ♖c6 33.♖e2 ♗c8

The most tenacious is 33…♖c1+! 34.♔h2 ♖c7, although after 35.♖e6, Black still has a difficult position.

34.♖e7+ ♔h8

34…♔g8 35.♘h4 is not much better.

35.♘h4 f5 36.♘g6+ ♔g8 37.♖xa7

Black resigned.


243 ***

Mikhail Tal

2565

Lubomir Ftacnik

2500

Naestved 1985 (8)
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Almost all Black’s pieces are on the back rank, his king is weak, and so are the light squares in his camp. All these factors allow White to start an attack:

15.f6! exd4

Black is in deep trouble, and in order not to suffer for nothing, he may as well take the piece.

On 15…gxf6, there follows 16.♗d3, with the threat of ♕d1-h5.

Whilst on 15…g6, both 16.♘b3, and 16.♘f3 are good.

16.♕xd4

White tries to leave the black pieces tied up in their own camp, but the other possibility 16.fxg7!, opening up the black king, was stronger: 16…♔xg7 (he loses at once after 16…♘xg7 17.♘f6+ ♔h8 18.♕d3 ♗f5 19.♖xf5) 17.♕xd4+ f6 (on 17…♔g8, there follows 18.♕xb6!, and Black’s queenside pieces are hanging: 18…♗c7 19.♘xc7 ♕xc7 20.♕xc7 ♘xc7 21.♗f3 – He has to give up rook for bishop, and the white queenside pawns decide the outcome of the game)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



18.♗d3!, with numerous threats, e.g.: 18…♔h8 (18…♖a7 19.♗h6+ ♔h8 20.♗xf8 ♗xf8 21.♕xb6; 18…♖f7 19.♗h6+ ♔h8 20.♕xb6) 19.♗g5 ♘d7 20.♕e4 ♖f7 21.♘xf6 ♘exf6 22.♕xa8, with a winning position.

[image: images]

16…♘c6

It was essential to fight against the bone in his throat on f6 with 16…♘d7!, and after a line such as 17.♗g5 (on 17.♕e4, there follows 17…♔h8!, and Black has good chances to beat off the attack) 17…gxf6 18.♗h6 ♗b7 19.♖ad1 ♔h8 20.♗xf8 ♗xf8 21.♘e3 ♘d6, Black has restrained the white attack.

17.♕h4 ♗g3

White is better after 17…g6 18.♗g5 ♔h8 19.♘e7.

The most tenacious was 17…♗c5, although after 18.♗c4, White’s attack is very dangerous anyway.

18.♕xg3 ♕xd5

[image: images]

19.♗f3

Once again, there was a simpler win with the immediate break-up of the black king’s pawn cover: 19.fxg7 ♘xg7 20.♗f3 ♕e6 21.♖e1 ♕f6 22.♕c7.

19…♕c4 20.♗h6 g6 21.b3 ♕c3

No better is 21…♕c5 22.♕h4 ♖a7 23.♗xf8 ♔xf8 24.♖ae1.

22.♕h4 ♗b7 23.♗xf8 ♔xf8 24.♕xh7 ♘xf6 25.♕h8+ ♔e7 26.♖ae1+ ♔d6 27.♕g7 ♘d5 28.♕xf7 ♘d8 29.♕xg6+ ♔c5 30.♖e4 b5 31.♖d1

Black resigned.

Additional material

Capablanca-Marshall, New York 1918

Keres-Geller, Moscow 1962

Tal-Flesch, Lviv 1981

Geller-Smyslov, Moscow 1965

Ivanchuk-Jussupow, Brussels match/9 1991

Kasparov-Roizman, Minsk 1978

Kasparov-Karpov, Lyon Wch match/20 1990





Chapter 42

Drawing out the king

By this we mean forcing the king to leave its protected place behind its pawns and to come out into the middle of the board, where it can be attacked. Drawing out the king is usually achieved with a sacrifice, attack or threats. Seeing the king fleeing for its life across the board is always a pleasure for the attacker, but the attack needs to be carefully calculated, because it usually involves sacrifices.


244 *

Anatoly Karpov

2740

Veselin Topalov

2640

Dos Hermanas 1994 (9)
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When the queen is on e4 and the rook on e8, one naturally wants to be able to fork them. The f6-square is guarded only by the king, and is under an x-ray from the white queen. Thus, we get the following tactical motif:

30.♘f6! ♔xf6 31.♗e5+! ♔xe5 32.♕xe4+ ♔xe4 33.♖e1+ ♔f5 34.♖xe8

As a result of a forcing combination, two black bishops are under attack.

34…♗e6 35.♖xf8 ♗xa2 36.♖c8

Black resigned.


245 *

Sopio Gvetadze

2377

Salome Melia

2422

Tbilisi ch-GEO W 2009 (7)
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The correct decision is not to drive the white king further towards the corner, but to draw him out into the centre:

16…♗h3+!

In the game, Black missed the win and chose the quiet developing move 16…♖ad8?. White was not up to the task, and after 17.♖e5? (she could have avoided loss of a piece with the only move 17.♔g1! ♕g5 18.c4 ♗xd5 19.cxd5 ♖xd5 20.♕xa7 ♖d2 21.♕e3 ♕d5 22.♕e4=) 17…♖xd5 18.♕xd5 ♗xd5 19.♖xe7 ♗xh1 20.c4 ♗c6, lost anyway.

17.♗g2 ♕xe1+! 18.♔xe1 ♗xg2

Driving the king into the open.

19.♖g1 ♖ae8+ 20.♔d1 ♖d8–+


246 **

Tejas Bakre

2492

Beata Kadziolka

2298

Pardubice 2004 (6)
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We have before us a tabiya from the Dragon Sicilian. The kings are castled on opposite sides and so the fact that Black is currently a pawn down is not really noticed.

16…♖xc2+!!

A brilliant tactical blow. Black starts an operation to flush out the white king from its home on c1.

Before and after this game, Black had tried 16…♗a4 17.♕e3 ♗xb3 18.♕xb3 ♖c7 19.♖he1[image: images]. Although he has full compensation for the pawn, the position has a non-concrete character and the statistics here are in White’s favour.

After 16…♗xd4 17.♕xd4 ♗a4, the reply 18.c4![image: images] is very unpleasant, exploiting geometrical motifs.

17.♗xc2

17.♔xc2? ♗f5+ loses.

But interesting is 17.♕xc2!? ♖c8 18.♕xc8+ ♗xc8 19.♔b1 ♗f5+ 20.♔a1 ♗xd4 (20…h5!? 21.♗xg7 ♔xg7 22.♖he1 ♔f6 23.♖e2 ♕a7 24.♖de1 ♗d3= Miyazmetov-Vakhidov, Tashkent ch-UZB 2009) 21.♖xd4 ♕c5 22.♖hd1 (22.♖c4 ♕f2 23.♖xb4 ♕xg2[image: images]; 22.♖d2 ♕e3 23.♖hd1 h5[image: images]) 22…♔g7! 23.g4 ♗c2! 24.♗xc2 ♕xc2 25.♖4d2 ♕c4 26.♖d3 ♕c2 27.♖3d2 ♕c4=.

17…♕xa2

[image: images]

18.♕f2?

A mistake. White overestimates his position. Alternatives were:

A) 18.♕xb4? ♗h6+ 19.♖d2 ♕a1+ 20.♗b1 ♗f5–+;

B) 18.♗xg7? ♕a1+ 19.♗b1 ♖c8+ 20.♗c3 ♗f5–+;

C) 18.b3? ♖c8 19.♗xg7 (19.♕f2 ♗xd4 20.♖xd4 ♕a1+ 21.♔d2 ♖xc2+!!–+) 19…♗f5 20.♗b2 ♕xb3–+;

D) Correct was 18.♕e3! ♖c8 19.♔d2 ♖xc2+! 20.♔xc2 ♕c4+ 21.♔d2 ♗xd4 22.♕xe7 (22.♕d3 ♕xd5 23.g4 ♗b5–+) 22…♗b5[image: images]. We have a position of dynamic equality, e.g.: 23.♕e4 ♗c3+ 24.♔c1 ♗xb2+ 25.♔b1 (25.♔xb2 ♕c3+ 26.♔b1 ♕b3+ 27.♔c1 ♕a3+ 28.♔b1 ♕b3+=) 25…♕c5!, and White should probably take the bishop, going into the drawn variation. 26.♔xb2 ♕c3+=.

18…♖c8 19.♔d2?

The decisive mistake. The king leaves his home, but mistakenly. His many pieces will not manage to protect him.

It was still possible to save the game, but it involves the king tiptoeing through a minefield. All of White’s moves in the following variation are forced: 19.♗xg7 f6!! (19…♗f5 20.♗d4 b3 21.♔d2 ♖xc2+ 22.♔e1 ♖xf2 23.♔xf2[image: images]) 20.♔d2 ♕xb2 21.♖c1 b3 22.♕a7!! ♕c3+ (22…♖xc2+ 23.♖xc2 bxc2 24.♖c1 ♕b4+ 25.♔xc2 ♗a4+ 26.♔d3 ♕a3+ 27.♔d4 ♕xc1 28.♕xe7 ♕c5+ 29.♔e4 ♗c2+ 30.♔f4 ♕d4+ 31.♔g3=) 23.♔e2 ♗b5+ 24.♔f2 ♕d2+ 25.♔g3 b2 26.♗xf6! bxc1♕ 27.♖xc1 exf6 28.♗xg6 ♕g5+ 29.♔f2 ♕h4+ 30.♔e3 ♖f8 31.♕b7 hxg6 32.♕xb5 ♕h6+ 33.f4 ♕xh2 34.♔f3=.

[image: images]

19…♖xc2+!

The second sacrifice on c2, this time decisive.

20.♔xc2 ♕c4+ 21.♔d2

21.♗c3 ♗f5+–+; or 21.♔b1 ♗f5+ 22.♔a1 ♕a6#.

21…♗xd4 22.♕e2

22.♕f1 ♗c3+–+.

22…♗c3+! 23.♔e3 ♕c5+ 24.♔e4

24.♔f4 ♗e5+ 25.♔g5 f6+ 26.♔h4 g5+ 27.♔h5 ♕c8 28.♕d3 ♔g7–+.

24…♗f5+ 25.♔f4 ♗e5+ 26.♔g5 f6+ 27.♔h4

Could the white king, when it sat on c1, have ever thought he would face such a long journey?

27…g5+

White resigned, because of 28.♔h5 ♗g6+ 29.♔h6 (29.♔g4 ♕c8#) 29…♕c8, and there is no defence against mate.


247 **

Konstantin Landa

2642

Sergei Yudin

2548

Russia tt 2013 (3)
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Black has a whole extra exchange, but White has the advantage.

26.f5! exf5 27.♗xf7+!

A tempting blow.

27.exf5 ♕b4!∞.

27…♔xf7 28.♕c4+ ♔f6

He loses after 28…♔g6? 29.♗xe7 ♖xe7 (29…h6 30.exf5+ ♔h7 31.f6 ♘g6 32.♕f7+–) 30.♘xc6 ♖xe4 31.♖d6+ ♔h5 32.♕f7++–.

[image: images]

Now, White could win with

29.♗e5+!

In the game, he erred with 29.e5+? and the game was drawn after various adventures.

29…♔g6

29…♔xe5 30.♘f3+ ♔f6 31.♖d6+ ♘e6 32.♕xe6#.

30.♘xc6!

This move, freeing the d6-square for the rook with tempo, is what White had missed in his calculations.

30…♖ad8

On 30…♘xc6, there follows the beautiful mate 31.♖d6+ ♔g5 (31…♔h5 32.♕e2++–) 32.♕c1+ ♔h5 33.♕d1+ ♔h4 (33…♔g5 34.♗f4+ ♔xf4 35.♕f3+ ♔g5 36.♕xf5+ ♔h4 37.g3#) 34.♖h6+ gxh6 35.♗f6#.

31.exf5+ ♘xf5 32.♕g4+ ♔f7 33.♘xa5+–


248 **

Training position

Konstantin Landa

[image: images]



White can mate with a series of fireworks:

1.♕h6+!! ♔xh6 2.hxg6+ ♔g5 3.♖h5+!! ♔xh5 4.f4+ ♘xe2

4…♕f3+ 5.♗xf3+ ♘xf3 6.♖h1+ ♘h4 7.♘f6+ ♔h6 8.♖xh4+ ♔g7 9.♘e8+ ♖xe8 10.♖xh7+ ♔f6 11.♖xf7#.

5.♘f6+! ♔h6 6.♖h1+ ♔g7

[image: images]

7.♘e8+!!

Deflecting the rook from f8.

7…♖xe8 8.♖xh7+ ♔f6 9.♖xf7#


249 ***

Michal Krasenkow

2668

Hikaru Nakamura

2648

Barcelona 2007 (2)
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White had been counting on exploiting the tactical motif of the X-ray of the ♖b1 on the black queen. However, he failed to appreciate the vulnerability of the f2-square, a pawn defended only by the king.

20…♖xc6! 21.♗xf6

Black wins equally attractively after 21.♖xe7 ♖xe7 22.♗a3 c3!! (22…♖e5 23.♖xb6 ♖xb6 24.♕a1 still allows White to resist) 23.♖xb6 cxd2 24.♖xa6 ♖c1 25.♗f3 ♖xd1+ 26.♗xd1 ♖e1+ 27.♔g2 g6 – the passed pawn brings Black victory.

21…♕xf2+!

The sacrifice of a bishop on this square is a typical idea, but it is rare to get a chance of doing so with the queen. The white king is forced to undertake a journey across the board, which will end in his death.

22.♔xf2 ♗c5+ 23.♔f3 ♖xf6+ 24.♔g4 ♘e5+ 25.♔g5

On 25.♖xe5, the inclusion of the bishop with 25…♗c8+ is decisive.

25…♖g6+ 26.♔h5 f6 27.♖xe5 ♖xe5+ 28.♔h4 ♗c8

The trap closes. White resigned.


250 ***

Emanuel Berg

2550

Maxime Vachier-Lagrave

2699

Gibraltar 2012 (10)
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We have a position from one of the very sharpest lines of the Sicilian Najdorf, the so-called Poisoned Pawn Variation, where Black takes the b2-pawn with his queen. What should White do? After all, if he takes on e6, the black knight jumps to e5 with tempo. But even so…

16.♘xe6! ♘e5 17.♘xf8 ♘xd3 18.♘g6+ ♔h7

18…♔g8 19.♘xe7+ ♔f7 20.♘cd5+–.

19.♗xd3!

Suddenly, it turns out that to win material, the black king has to go for a walk in the fresh air.

[image: images]

19…♔xg6

The black king did not last long in the following encounter: 19…♗d8 20.♘d5 b5? (20…♘xd5 21.exd5 ♗xh4 22.♖b3 ♕a4 23.♘e7+ ♗f5 24.♗xf5+ ♔h8 25.♘g6+ ♔g8 26.♖xb7↑) 21.♘ge7! ♗xe7 22.♘xe7 ♗b7 23.♗xf6 gxf6 24.♖xf6 ♕xa2 25.♖bf1 ♔g7 26.♖g6+ ♔h8 27.e5, and Black resigned, Bobras-Maksimenko, Germany Bundesliga 2011/12.

20.e5+ ♔h5

White also has a deadly attack after 20…♔f7 21.exf6 gxf6 (21…♗xf6 22.♘d5+–) 22.♘d5 ♕c5 23.♘xf6+–.

21.exf6 ♗xf6

The pawn fork also does not save the game: 21…gxf6 22.♖b3 ♕c5 (22…♕a5 23.♘e4 d5 24.♗e2+ ♔g6 25.♖g3+ ♔f7 26.♘xf6+–; 22…♕xb3 23.cxb3 ♔xh4 24.g3+ ♔g4 25.♘d5 ♗d8 26.♔g2 ♗d7 27.h3+ ♔h5 28.h4 ♖c8 29.♖xf6+–) 23.♘e4 ♕a7 24.♘g3+ ♔xh4 25.♖b4+ ♗g4 26.♖f5 ♕c5 27.♖xg4+ ♔xg4 28.♗e2+ ♔h4 29.♖f4+ ♔g5 30.♖g4#.

22.♗xf6 gxf6 23.♖b3 ♕a5 24.♖xf6 ♗d7 25.♘e4 ♗g4 26.h3 ♖g8 27.hxg4+ ♖xg4 28.♗e2 ♕e1+ 29.♔h2

Black resigned.





Chapter 43

The king in a mating net

To get to the enemy king, one must create a mating net around him. This can consist solely of one’s own pieces and pawns, or can include some of the opponent’s own units, interfering with their king’s mobility. It often happens that the side creating the mating net loses material in the process, and then the question is whether the attacked king can escape from the net, whilst keeping his material gains, or whether he will fall victim to a deadly blow and the game ends. In practice, things work out in various ways, but textbooks usually only contain those examples that end in a beautiful mate, and show the triumph of spirit and beauty over material.


251 *

Training position

Konstantin Landa
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It is obvious that Black has a fine concentration of pieces around the white king. But where is the mate? Players with a sharp tactical vision will have no trouble spotting the finish.

1…♗g2+ 2.♖xg2 ♕f1+ 3.♖g1 ♘g3+!

The key idea.

4.hxg3 ♕h3#


252 *

Konstantin Sakaev

2669

Yuri Yakovich

2560

Kazan ch-RUS sf 2005 (9)
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White has excellently-coordinated pieces, a far advanced passed pawn, and a lovely knight in the centre. With the help of…

30.b6!

a mating net is created around the black king. The threat of 31.♕f7+ and 32.♕f8 is unstoppable, and so Black resigned. On 30…♕xb6, the game ends by force after 31.♕f7+ ♔d8 32.♕f8+ ♔c7 33.♕xe7+ ♔b8 34.♘d7+.


253 **

Efim Geller

2620

Anatoly Karpov

2695

Moscow ch-URS 1976 (3)
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The black king is boxed in on all sides by its own pieces, and this makes possible a tactical blow, which White had undoubtedly seen in advance:

25.♕xe6!

Whether the queen is taken or not, there is no defence against a deadly knight check on g6.

25…fxe6 26.♘hg6+ ♕xg6 27.♘xg6+ ♔e8 28.♘xh8 ♖a4 29.♖d1

Having extra material, it is better to defend the ‘base’ pawn, to win the game without undue adventures.

29…♘e7 30.♗xe7 ♔xe7 31.♘g6+

Even simpler is 31.h4+–.

31…♔f7 32.♘f4 ♗xe5 33.dxe5 ♖xf4 34.♖c1 ♔e8 35.c6 ♔d8 36.c7+ ♔c8 37.g3 ♖a4

In the pawn endgame after 37…♖c4 38.♖xc4 dxc4 39.♔f1, the king is in the square, and the passed a-pawn brings White victory.

He also loses after 37…♖f5 38.f4 g5,


[image: images]

analysis diagram



because of 39.a4!, and the rook’s pawn promotes: 39…gxf4 40.a5 fxg3 41.a6 gxh2+ 42.♔h1 ♖f2 43.♖a1+–.

38.♖c6 ♖xa2 39.♖xe6 g5 40.♖d6 ♖d2 41.e6 ♔xc7 42.e7

1-0


254 **

Vasily Smyslov

2530

Lembit Oll

2585

Rostov-on-Don 1993 (9)
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Black’s bishop on g5 is hanging, as is White’s ♖e4. But the black king turns out to be surrounded by white pieces when it takes on e4.

29.g4+! ♔xe4 30.♘f2+ ♔xf4

And now the key move of the variation:

31.♖g1!

Black resigned, because there is a threat of 32.♗d2#, and on 31…e4 there follows 32.♘h3#.


255 **

Ivan Salgado Lopez

2626

Rauf Mamedov

2660

Moscow 2011 (6)
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Black has an extra piece, but the pawn on a7 is very dangerous, and is impossible to capture with checks. For example, after 53…♕c1+ 54.♔h2! ♘f1+ (54…♕b2+ 55.♕g2!) 55.♔g2 ♘e3+ 56.♔f2 ♕d2+ 57.♔g1 ♕e1+ 58.♔h2 ♘f1+ 59.♔g2 ♘e3+ 60.♔h2 ♕d2+ 61.♔g1 ♕c1+ 62.♔f2 ♕d2+ 63.♔g1, the game ends in a draw.

53…♘e2+! 54.♔f1

54.♔h1 ♕e1+ 55.♔g2 ♕g1#.

[image: images]

54…♘xf4!

The white king has no protection, and Black obtains a winning queen endgame.

55.a8♕ ♕c1+ 56.♔f2 ♘d3+ 57.♔g2 ♘e1+ 58.♔h2 ♘xf3+ 59.♕xf3 ♕xg5

With a winning position.


256 **

Training position

Konstantin Landa
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Both kings face mating threats, but White succeeds in constructing his mating net more quickly.

1.♘b5! ♕e5

Other queen retreats allow White to bring the rook into the mating attack at once:

A) 1…♕b6 2.♖d1! d4 3.h4 ♗g3 4.♕d3 ♗e5 5.♕xh7 ♕xe6 6.♕xc2+–;

B) 1…♕c5


[image: images]

analysis diagram



2.b4! (a necessary move) 2…♕b6 (2…♗xb4 3.♕h5+ g6 4.♕xh7+–) 3.♖d1 d4 4.h4 ♗g3 5.♕d3 ♗e5 6.♕xh7 ♕xe6 7.♕xc2+–;

C) 1…♕c6 2.♖d1 ♗a5 3.♕h5+ g6 4.♕xh7 ♕xe6 5.♘xc7+ ♗xc7 6.♕xc7, with a decisive attack.

2.h4 ♕g3

2…♖f5 3.♕xe5 ♖xe5 4.♘xc7+ ♔f8 5.♖c1 ♘d4 6.e7++–.

3.♖d1!! ♖f2

3…c6 4.♖d3! ♕b8 5.♖f3+–.

[image: images]

4.♕xf2! ♗xf2 5.♖xd5

Black has no satisfactory defence.


257 **

Vlatko Kovacevic

2555

Jan Timman

2610

Bugojno 1984 (7)
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We have a very sharp position on the board. White has already practically queened his d-pawn, but Black is attacking the king:

25…♘f4!

Bad is 25…♕h4? 26.♕e5 ♕xh3 27.♕g3[image: images] – White defends against the threats.

26.♖xc8

He loses at once after 26.exf4 ♕h4 27.♖d3 ♕xh3 28.♖xf3 ♖xc1+ 29.♕xc1 ♕xf3 30.d7 ♕xg4+.

26…♘xh3+! 27.♔h2

Also bad was 27.♔f1 ♖xc8! 28.d7 ♖d8 29.♔e1 (29.♕d4 ♕h4–+) 29…♕xg4 30.♕d4 ♕g2 31.♔d2 ♘xf2–+.

[image: images]

27…♕h4!

But not 27…♕xg4? 28.♖xe8+ ♔h7, because of 29.♖g1!. Now, it is Black who needs to be accurate:


[image: images]

analysis diagram



29…♕h4! (29…♘xg1? 30.♕f1!!+–; he also loses with 29…♕h5?, because of the calm 30.♕f1!! ♘f4+ 31.♔g3 ♘e2+ 32.♕xe2 fxe2 33.♖e4+–) 30.♖g4 ♕xg4 31.♕f1 ♘g5 32.d7 ♕h4+ (32…♕xd7? 33.♗e7 f6 34.♖d8 ♕xe7 35.♖d4[image: images]) 33.♔g1 ♕g4+ (33…♘h3+? 34.♕xh3 ♕xh3 35.♖h8+ ♔xh8 36.d8♕+ ♔h7 37.♕g5[image: images]) 34.♔h2=.

28.♖xe8+ ♔h7 29.♕xg7+ ♔xg7 30.♗b2+ f6 31.♖e7+ ♔h6 32.♗xf6 ♕xf2+ 33.♔xh3 ♕g2+ 34.♔h4 ♕h2#


258 ***

Boris Grachev

2682

Rainer Buhmann

2606

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (4)
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Looking at the position, one undoubtedly wants to take the bishop. However, it would also be nice to keep the g6-pawn and put the knight on f5! And there was such a possibility:

53.h5!!

Strengthening the g6-pawn, and creating the threat of bringing the knight via h4 to f5. At the same time, the black bishop still hangs. Even if White was not totally certain that the move was winning, he needed to play it, as with such a domination of the light squares, he cannot possibly lose. From a practical viewpoint, the most Black can hope for is perpetual check, but in fact there is not one.

In the game, White grabbed the piece with 53.♕xc3, but after 53…♔xg6, the black king breathed easier, and the black pawns all round the board started to have their say. There followed 54.♘d2 (more energetic is 54.♘d4 – by coordinating the queen and knight, there are still some chances of organising an attack) 54…♕e6 55.♕c2+ ♔h5 56.f3 ♕e2+ 57.♔h3 ♕e6+ 58.♔g2 ♕e2+ 59.♔h3 ♕e6+, with a draw.

53…b4

Nothing is changed by 53…♗b2 54.♔h3.

54.♔h3!

There is no defence against ♘f3-h4.
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One can see the most beautiful and accurate mating nets in endgame studies. It seems that White clearly has insufficient resources to win this position, but by exploiting mating possibilities and the fact that he has the move, he manages to win:

1.♕d4+ ♔g5

1…♔f5 2.♕d3++–.

2.♕f6+ ♔g4 3.♕f3+ ♔g5 4.♕g3+! ♗g4

Otherwise, the queen is lost. But what now?

[image: images]

5.♕h4+!!

Drawing the king into the trap.

5…♔f4

5…♔xh4 6.♗f6#; 5…♔f5 6.♕f6+ ♔e4 7.♕d4+ ♔f5 8.♕d3++–.

6.♕f2+ ♔g5 7.♕f6#
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Despite the fact that we have an endgame, the white king is badly placed. As well as possible checks and forks, the potential passed pawn on the queenside is also dangerous.

41…b4!

Certainly, straightforward play with a series of checks brings no immediate dividends. Therefore, Black strengthens his pawn position, retaining the full power of his piece set-up.

In the game, after 41…♖e8+ 42.♔f5 ♘e3+ 43.♔g6, the king ran from the danger zone and after 43…♘d5 44.♖xb5 ♘xf4+ 45.♗xf4, the worst was already behind White, and the game ended in a draw.

42.cxb4 c3 43.♖c5 c2

The pawn is just one step from promoting. The white pieces lack coordination, and because of the unfortunate position of the king, decisive material losses are unavoidable.

44.♖c3

He loses quite simply after 44.♖f3 ♖e2+ 45.♔f5 ♖f8+.

[image: images]

44…♖e2+

There is also a more beautiful, although at the same time more complicated, way to win: 44…♖e8+ 45.♔f5 ♘e3+ 46.♔g6 ♖d6+ 47.♔f7 ♘d5 – both rooks are hanging, and 48…♖e7+ is threatened.

45.♔f5 ♘e3+ 46.♔g5 ♘d5 47.♖fc4 ♘xc3 48.♖xc3 ♖d5+ 49.♔g6 ♔g4 50.♖c4+ ♔f3 51.h5 ♖d1 52.♗f4 ♖e4

He has to give a piece for the c-pawn, and Black wins.

Additional material

Kasparov-Karpov, Leningrad Wch match/22 1986 – White’s 41st move





Chapter 44

The attack on opposite flanks / opposite-side castling

The kings being located on opposite flanks is a signal for interesting play, with each side attacking the other’s king. The theory of many openings, especially a lot of Sicilian lines, is based on such a situation. The player needs to understand that the speed of the attack is often more important than the material balance. Therefore, sacrifices of material in positions with attacks on opposite flanks are a permanent motif!
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An instructive example on the theme of opposite-side castling. It is obvious that both sides have their trumps.

22.g4

There is usually no alternative in such positions – play takes place on opposite wings, and it is all a case of who gives mate first.

22…♗c4?!

This not only looks slow, but is slow! From this moment, Black loses the thread of the game.

It is well-known that with opposite castling, sacrifices to expose the enemy king are common. Black had the chance to start an interesting attack, but evidently did not calculate everything out to the end. Logical was 22…♗xb3!? 23.cxb3 ♕c4.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Now, from a practical viewpoint, White’s game is harder to play, because he has to defend.

A) 24.♖c2 ♖xb3+ 25.♔c1 ♕d3 26.hxg6 (26.♖d1 ♕xf3 27.♘d4 ♘xg4![image: images]) 26…♖a3 27.gxh7+ ♔h8 28.♔b2 (28.♖h2? ♖b8!) 28…♖a6!? (28…♖b8+ 29.♔xa3 ♕xc2 30.♖b1 ♖xb1 31.♕f8+ ♔xh7 32.♕xf7+ ♔h8 33.♕f8+ ♘g8 34.♘xb1 ♕xe2=) 29.♖b1 ♕xf3[image: images]→; 24.♔c1 ♖xb3 25.♖c2- see the 24.♖c2 variation)

C) 24.♔a1 ♖xb3 25.♖c1 ♕b4 26.♖dc2 ♖b8 27.♕d2 (other moves lead to an immediate draw: 27.♖a2 ♖b2 28.♖a4 ♕b6 29.♘d4 ♖h2 30.♘cb5[image: images] a6 31.♖c6 ♕b7 32.♖c7 ♕b6 33.♖c6 ♕b7 34.♖c7= (34.♖cxa6? ♖h1+ 35.♔a2 ♘xe4! 36.fxe4 (36.♖c6 ♘c5!) 36…♕xe4 37.♖b4 ♖h2+ 38.♔a3 ♕e1–+)) 27…♘d7.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Black’s attack is very dangerous, despite White’s serious material advantage. 28.♕d4 ♕b7. Now, toothless are:

A) 29.♖a2 ♘c5 30.h6 e5 31.♕xd6 ♖xc3 32.♘xc3 ♘b3+ 33.♔b1 ♘d4+! 34.♔a1 ♘b3+=;

B) 29.hxg6 ♖a3+ 30.♘a2 (30.♖a2 ♕b2#) 30…fxg6 31.♖b2 ♕xb2+ 32.♕xb2 ♖xb2 33.♔xb2 ♖xf3=;

C) The only move that allows him to fight for an advantage now is 29.h6!.29…♘e5 30.g5 (30.f4 ♖b4 31.♕d5 ♘xg4=) 30…♖b4 31.♕d5 ♘xf3 32.♕a2 ♖b6! 33.♘a4[image: images].

23.hxg6 fxg6 24.g5! ♘h5

24…♗xe2? – the bishop takes the white knight but White is not obliged to recapture, and can just continue the attack!


[image: images]

analysis diagram



25.♘d5! ♘xd5 26.♕xh7+ ♔f8 27.♕h8+ ♔f7 28.♖h7+ ♔e6 29.exd5+ ♔d7 30.♖xe7+ ♔xe7 31.♕f6+ ♔d7 32.♖xe2 ♖xb3+ 33.cxb3 ♕c1+ 34.♔a2 ♖c2+ 35.♖xc2 ♕xc2+ 36.♕b2. As a result of the tactical fireworks, White has an extra pawn in the queen ending and good winning chances.

[image: images]

25.♖xh5!

Eliminating the last defender of the black king.

25…gxh5 26.g6!

[image: images]

26…hxg6?

The only way to play on was to bring in the black queen: 26…e5! 27.♘g3! ♗e6 (27…hxg6 28.♘f5! ♕h7 29.♕g5[image: images]; 27…♕g7 28.♕xg7+ ♔xg7 29.♘f5+ ♔f6 30.♘xd6[image: images]) 28.♖d3! ♕g7 29.gxh7+ ♔h8 30.♕xe6 ♕xg3 31.♖xd6 – White has the advantage, but the result is still far from determined.

27.♕xg6+ ♔f8 28.♘d5! ♗xd5 29.exd5

The white knight is ready to jump to e6, with immediate mate.

29…e5

29…e6 30.♘d4!+–.

[image: images]

30.♖d1!

Bringing up the last reserves. The passive rook on d2 joins in the attack just in time! Black is defenceless.

Of course, not 30.dxe6? ♕g7+, with an exchange of queens.

30…♕f7

Other moves do not help either:

A) 30…♖e8 31.♖g1+–;

B) 30…♕g7 31.♕xd6+ ♕e7 32.♕h6+ ♕g7 33.♕xh5+–.

31.♕xd6+ ♔e8

31…♔g7 32.♘g3+– with the idea of ♕e5.

32.♕xe5+ ♔d7 33.♖a1

1-0
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Instead of the retreat of the bishop, there followed

15.hxg6!

On 15.♗e3?, Black had prepared 15…a4 16.♗d5 b4⇆.

15…exd4

On 15…hxg6, there is 16.♗e3 a4 17.♗h6!. Opening the h-file has given White a large advantage. Now, his attack quickly achieves its aim: 17…axb3? (even after the correct move 17…♘h5, White has the advantage: 18.♗g5! ♕a5 19.♗d5 b4 20.♘e2 ♗c6 21.♔b1[image: images]. Having a firm grip of d5, he completely controls the situation) 18.♗xg7 ♔xg7 19.♕h6+ ♔g8 20.♕h8#.

16.♗xf7+! ♔h8!?

After 16…♖xf7 17.gxf7+ ♔xf7 18.♘e2! followed by ♘xd4, the black king faces a difficult future.

17.♕xd4 ♖xf7

17…h6? 18.♕xd6 b4 19.e5 ♘g8 20.♘e4+–.

17…b4? 18.♕xf6 ♕xf6 19.♖xh7#.

18.gxf7 b4 19.♕xd6!?

Bad is 19.♘d5? ♘xd5 20.♕xd5 ♕f6⇆;

But an interesting option was 19.♘e2!? ♕e7 (19…♕c7 20.f8♕+! ♗xf8 21.♖d2 ♗e7 22.♘f4 ♔g8 23.♘d5 ♘xd5 24.♕xd5+ ♔g7 25.♖xh7+!? ♔xh7 26.♕f7+ ♔h8 27.g4 ♗h4 (27…d5 28.f4!) 28.♖h2 ♕d8 29.♕h5+ ♔g7 30.♖xh4, and White has a decisive attack) 20.♕xd6 ♕xf7 21.♘d4! (21.e5?! ♗f5 22.♘d4 ♘e8⇆) 21…♕xa2 22.e5 ♕d5[image: images] 23.♘e2 ♕b3 24.♘c3 ♖xc3 25.bxc3 ♕a3+⇆.

19…♗f8?

White wins in beautiful fashion after 19…bxc3

‘Quiet moves’ / prophylaxis in the middle of an attack


[image: images]

analysis diagram



A) 20.e5 ♗f8 (20…cxb2+? 21.♔b1 ♗f8 22.♕d3!+–) 21.♕xf6+ (21.♕d3? ♕b6! 22.b3 ♕c5–+) 21…♕xf6 22.exf6 cxb2+ 23.♔xb2 ♗e6!? is not so clear;

B) 20.♔b1!! ♖b8 (20…♗f8 21.♕g3 ♕b6 22.b3 a4 23.♕g6 ♗e7 24.e5+–; 20…cxb2 21.e5 ♕c7 22.♕xc7 ♖xc7 23.exf6 ♗f8 24.♖h5 ♗c6 25.♖c5 ♗xc5 26.♖d8+ ♗f8 27.♖xf8#) 21.b3 ♖b6 22.♕d4 a4 23.♕xa4 ♕f8 24.♖xd7 ♘xd7 25.♕xd7 ♖f6 26.♖d1 ♖xf7 27.♕d8![image: images].

[image: images]

20.♕g3!

An accurate decision.

A) 20.♕e5?! bxc3 21.♖xd7 ♕xd7 22.♕xf6+ ♗g7 23.♕g6 ♕d2+! 24.♔b1 h6;

B) 20.♕f4?! bxc3 21.e5 cxb2+ 22.♔b1 ♖xc2 23.♔xc2 ♕c8+!.

20…bxc3 21.♕g6!+–

Threatening 22.♖xh7.

21…♗e7 22.e5 ♕b6 23.♖xh7+! ♘xh7 24.♕xb6

The rest is simple, as the black pieces can defend neither their king nor even themselves.

24…cxb2+ 25.♔xb2 ♗f5 26.c3 ♔g7 27.g4 ♗c5 28.♕b7

Black resigned.
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White needs to develop his play on the queenside. If he begins the preparation for the advance of the b-pawn with the move a2-a3, then after b2-b4 he will need further preparation of the advance b4-b5 with the help of the a-pawn, and will have to spend additional time defending b4. Foreseeing this, White chose…

11.♖b1! f6 12.b4 ♘f7 13.a4!

Played in one move, and winning a precious tempo.

13…♗xf3 14.♖xf3 b6 15.b5 cxb5 16.axb5 a5 17.♘d5 ♕c5 18.c4

Under cover of the powerfully-entrenched knight, White easily demolishes the black defences.

18…♘g5 19.♖f2 ♘e6 20.♕c3 ♖d7 21.♖d1 ♔b7 22.d4 ♕d6 23.♖c2 exd4 24.exd4 ♘f4 25.c5 ♘xd5 26.exd5 ♕xd5 27.c6+ ♔b8 28.cxd7 ♕xd7 29.d5 ♖e8 30.d6 cxd6 31.♕c6

Black resigned.
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The ♘f6 has no convenient retreat square, so Black simply develops his attack, not fearing to sacrifice:

14…d5! 15.gxf6 ♘xf6 16.♔d2

While the white king goes to a safe zone on the kingside, Black will regain the sacrificed material with interest.

It looks more principled to play to remove some of Black’s attacking units, but here too, the battle turns out in Black’s favour: 16.fxe5 ♕xc3 17.♖d4! (17.♖d3 looks more natural, but this move loses by force: 17…♕a1+ 18.♔d2 ♗b4+ 19.c3 ♗xc3+ 20.♖xc3 ♘e4+ 21.♔e2 ♕b2+ 22.♔d1 ♕xc3 23.♖g1 ♖c8, with a decisive attack)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



17…♕e1+! 18.♔b2 ♗a3+! 19.♔b3 ♕a1 20.♔xa3 (20.♗d2 ♕b2+ 21.♔a4 ♗e7) 20…♕c3+ 21.♔a4 a6 22.♖xd5 ♖a8 23.exf6 b5+ 24.♗xb5 axb5+ 25.♔xb5 ♖b8+ 26.♗b6 ♕xf3 27.♖hd1 ♕e2+ 28.♔a5 gxf6 29.♖d8+ ♖xd8 30.♖xd8+ ♔g7 31.a4 ♕xc2. The white kingside pawns are lost, and Black’s passed pawns run down the board with great ease, unlike White’s only trump, the a-pawn.

16…d4 17.♗xd4

More tenacious is 17.fxe5, although here too after 17…dxe3+ 18.♔xe3 ♕xc3+ 19.♔f2 ♕xe5, Black has a very strong initiative, with material equality.

17…exd4 18.♗d3 ♘d5 19.♔e2 ♘xc3+ 20.♔f2 ♘xd1+ 21.♖xd1 b6 22.♖g1 ♗f6 23.♔g2 ♕xa2

And Black realised his material advantage.
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If White plays his knight to d5, Black will have to give up his light-squared bishop for it, leading to a typical positional advantage for White in such structures, thanks to his play on the light squares. Therefore, Black first played first the deflection manoeuvre…

14…♕d8!,

and after…

15.h4

(the same motifs arise after 15.♕h4 g6 16.♗h3 (in case of 16.♘d5 ♗xd5 17.♖xd5 h6 18.♖g1 hxg5 19.♗xg5 ♕b6!, Black’s game is preferable, on account of the f4-square for the knight) 16…♗xh3 17.♕xh3 ♖xc3! (bad is 17…♘b6 18.♗xb6! ♕xb6 19.♘d5! ♕d8 20.♕g4 ♗xg5 21.♖hg1 h6 22.h4 ♘f6 23.♕h3 ♘xd5 24.hxg5 ♘f4 25.♕xh6 ♘h5 26.♖h1 – the threat of a sacrifice on h5 is very strong) 18.bxc3 ♘f8, with good compensation, on account of his play on the dark squares)

… Black executed his idea:

15…♖xc3! 16.bxc3 ♕c7

Black has nothing concrete, and only positional compensation. But it is sufficient! White’s queenside structure is ruined, and he has lost control of d5. If the ♘h5 were participating in Black’s own attack, rather than just blockading White’s, Black would have the advantage, so as it is, we can assess the position as one of dynamic equality.

17.♗h3 ♗xh3

A possibility of roughly equal merit was 17…♖c8!?.

18.♖xh3

[image: images]

18…a5!

For the moment, White’s doubled c-pawns only hamper him.

18…♕xc3 and now:

A) On 19.♖hh1, there follows 19…a5 20.♖d3 ♕c6! 21.c4 a4!. Here too, it is better not to take the pawn, so as not to open lines for the white rooks (the natural 21…♕xc4 22.♖d5, followed by ♖h1-c1, is in White’s favour) 22.♘d2 b5!. The pawn is ready to advance further to b4 and after some preparation, even to b3 – Black’s initiative is very strong;

B) 19.♗d2! ♕c6 20.f4 ♘xf4 21.♖c3 ♕b5 22.♗xf4 exf4 23.♕xf4 – Black has counterplay, but White has the advantage, on account of the space his rooks have to operate in.

19.♖h2

The rook is prepared to transfer to the kingside. White also invites Black to grab the pawn. However, Black does not wish to take it yet, but there is also no forcing line that favours him. This means that it is time to think about prophylaxis.

19…g6!?

The kingside pawn structure is cemented, and just in case, Black also makes luft for the king. Another benefit of the pawn advance is in freeing g7 for the bishop, to where he can usefully transfer if White opens the game with f3-f4.

Had Black not been so carried away with his positional ideas, he might have chosen the straightforward 19…♕xc3, with good compensation.

20.♖d5 a4 21.♘c1 ♕xc3

[image: images]

22.a3!?

The idea is to transfer the knight via a2 to b4, closer to the key square d5. Instead of the natural 22.♕d2 ♕c7 23.♕b4, giving him slightly the better chances, thanks to his control of a group of light squares, White chooses a more creative continuation.

22…♘f4!

The pawn is poisoned: 22…♕xa3? 23.♘a2!, and the queen is trapped.

23.♘a2 ♕c4 24.♗xf4

On 24.♖d1, there would follow 24…♖c8 25.♘b4 d5! 26.♗xf4 ♗xb4 27.♗c1 ♗c3 28.♕e2 ♕c6 29.exd5 ♕c5, with compensation for the exchange.

24…exf4 25.♖d4 ♕c7 26.♘b4 ♘b6 27.♕d2

Draw. The peaceful outcome looks right, as the variation 27.♕d2 ♗f8 28.♕xf4 ♗g7 29.♕xd6 ♕c3 30.e5 ♘c4 31.♖xc4 ♕xc4 32.♘d5 ♕b5+ 33.♔a2 ♕c4+ clearly illustrates.
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With opposite-side castling, it is important not only to carry out your own attack, but also to slow down the opponent’s, by engaging in prophylaxis on the side where your king is castled.

17…c4! 18.♗e2 a6!

Such a plan is typical: now, after a4-a5, there follows …b6-b5, whilst on b4-b5, there is …a6-a5. As a result, White has no way of opening lines on the queenside.

19.♔h1 ♖dg8 20.♖g1 ♖g4 21.♕d2 ♖hg8 22.a5 b5 23.♖ad1 ♗f8

Black intends to transfer his bishop to g7, to attack the e5-pawn.

24.♘h2

[image: images]

24…♘xe5!

One can hardly call this a sacrifice – Black undoubles his pawns and completely seizes the centre.

25.♘xg4 hxg4 26.e4

White’s pieces have no influence on the centre, and therefore this break does not have any serious effect on Black’s position.

26…♗d6 27.♕e3 ♘d7

More energetic is 27…dxe4! 28.♖xd6 (on 28.♖d4, Black wins with 28…g3! 29.♖gd1 ♘g4) 28…♕xd6 29.♖d1 ♕c7 30.♕d4 f6 – Black has three pawns for the exchange, which is more than enough to win.

28.♗xd6 ♕xd6 29.♖d4

More tenacious is 29.f4.

29…e5 30.♖d2 f5

He could also bring up the knight: 30…♘f6 31.f3 ♘h5!, with a decisive attack.

31.exd5

On 31.exf5, 31…♕f6 is strong, with the threats of …h4-h3 and the simple capture on f5.

31…f4 32.♕e4 ♘f6 33.♕f5+ ♔b8 34.f3

Going into the endgame also loses: 34.♕e6 ♕xe6 35.dxe6 ♘e4–+.

34…♗c8 35.♕b1 g3 36.♖e1 h3 37.♗f1 ♖h8 38.gxh3 ♗xh3 39.♔g1 ♗xf1 40.♔xf1 e4 41.♕d1 ♘g4 42.fxg4 f3 43.♖g2 fxg2+

0-1
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In the game, there followed

21.e6?

But if White had paid attention to the principles of playing positions with opposite-side castling, he would have considered 21.♗xc6! bxc6 22.♖xc6+ ♔b8 23.♘xd8.

The art of defence / perpetual check


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Now, it is Black who needs to show his tactical mastery, and, correctly assessing the position, find 23…♕xh2+!! (straightforward play does not work: 23…♗f3? 24.♖ec1 (White breaks through to the enemy king first) 24…♖xd8 25.♕xd3! (25.e6 ♕h3 26.♗f4+ ♔a8 27.♖c8+ ♘b8–+) 25…♗xc6 26.♕d6+ ♗c7 27.♕xc6 ♗xe5 28.♗a5+–) 24.♔xh2 ♖xf2+ 25.♔g1


[image: images]

analysis diagram



25…♖f1+! 26.♔g2 ♖f2+ 27.♔g1 (27.♔h1? ♗f3+ 28.♔g1 ♖g2+ 29.♔h1 ♖xd2#) 27…♖f1+=.

21…♘c5 22.♕b4 ♘xe6 23.♘xd8

[image: images]

23…♖xf2!–+

Black correctly handles the position, playing against the enemy king.

24.♗e3 ♖xg2+ 25.♔xg2 ♕d5+ 26.♔g1 ♗h3 27.♕d2 ♘g5 28.♘xc6 bxc6 29.♖xc6+ ♔d7!

29…♕xc6!? 30.♖c1 ♗c5 31.♖xc5 ♕xc5 32.♗xc5 ♘f3+–+.

30.♖c7+ ♔xc7 31.♗xb6+ axb6 32.♕f4+ ♔b7 33.♖e7+ ♗d7 34.♖xd7+ ♕xd7 35.♕xg5 d2

0-1
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For a successful attack, White needs to open lines on the kingside. For the sake of this, he sacrifices a bishop:

18.♗xh7+!!

Not only attractive, but effective. 18.g6 would keep a strong initiative, but allows Black, after 18…h6, or 18…fxg6 19.hxg6 h6, to somewhat fortify the approaches to his king.

18…♔xh7 19.g6+ ♔g8

19…fxg6 20.♘xe4 dxe4 21.♘g5++–.

20.♘xe4

The immediate 20.h6 is equally strong.

20…dxe4

20…♕xe4 21.gxf7+ ♔xf7 22.♘g5++–.

[image: images]

21.h6! f6

Other moves also lose:

A) 21…exf3 22.gxf7+ ♕xf7 23.hxg7!;

B) 21…fxg6 22.♘h4! g5 23.h7+ ♔f7 24.♘f5 ♕e6 25.♖xg5 g6 26.♖h6+–;

C) 21…f5 22.♕xc4+ ♕e6 23.♕xe6+ ♖xe6 24.♘g5 ♖f6 25.♘f7 gxh6 26.♖xh6+–.

22.hxg7 exf3 23.♖h8+ ♔xg7 24.♖h7+ ♔g8 25.♕f5! c3 26.♖xe7

Black resigned.
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Sometimes absolutely crazy positions arise on the board. Then, things are often decided by the ability to calculate variations deeply and accurately.

29…h5?

Not playing on his flank!

In such positions, one must start by calculating possible checks. Evidently, the Vietnamese player did not calculate the variation to the end, and so did not find a winning continuation, but there was one! It was also rather beautiful: 29…♗a3+! 30.♔xb3 (30.♔c3 ♖xc4+ 31.♔d2 (31.♔xc4 ♕c6+ 32.♔xb3 ♕b5+ 33.♔xa2 ♗c1+ 34.♘xa8 ♕a4#; 31.♔xb3 ♘d4+ 32.♗xd4 ♗c2+ 33.♕xc2 ♖b4+ 34.♔c3 ♕xf3+–+) 31…♖c2+ 32.♔e1 ♖xh2–+; 30.♔a1 b2+–+)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



30…a1♘+!! (the key move, under-promoting with check to gain time) 31.♖xa1 ♕xb6+! 32.♗xb6 ♘d4+ 33.♔c3 (33.♗xd4 ♖cb8+ 34.♔c3 ♗b4+ 35.♔b2 ♗d2+ 36.♗b6 ♖xb6#) 33…♖xc4+ 34.♔d2 (34.♔xc4 ♖c8+ 35.♗c5 ♖xc5#) 34…♘xf3+ 35.♔d1 ♘xh2 36.gxh7+ ♔xh7 37.♖xh2+ ♔xg7 and White has nothing to hope for.

30.♕xh5 ♗a3+ 31.♔xb3

1-0
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Dimitri Reinderman

2540

Garry Kasparov

2810

Wijk aan Zee 1999 (5)
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The position is rich in possibilities, and Black must decide what to do about the ♗b3 – attack it or exchange it? There is a mass of possibilities, but one must be chosen.

15…b4!

It is not clear if this is objectively strongest, but it is a very creative move – the pawn simply moves from where it will be under attack after …a6-a5, and hopes to take part in the attack later.

To real Sicilian players, it is clear that the position arising after 15…♗e6 16.f5! ♗xd5 17.♗xd5 ♖ac8 18.♕g2 favours White, who has a clear plan to attack the black king.

A tempting and reasonable decision was the pawn sacrifice 15…a5!?, after which a line such as 16.♖xb5 ♗d7 17.♖b6 a4 18.♗d5 a3 19.♔b1 axb2 20.♗xa8 ♖xa8 21.♖xb2 ♗e6 22.f5 ♗xa2+ 23.♖xa2 ♖xa2 24.♔xa2 ♕xc2+ could end in perpetual check.

Finally, 15…exf4 16.♗xf4 ♗e6 17.♖d2 could lead to a quiet, roughly equal game.

16.f5

If 16.fxe5 ♗e6 17.exd6 ♗xd6 18.♖d4 ♗xb3 19.axb3 a5, with the idea of …a5-a4 – Black has excellent compensation for the pawn.

16…a5

[image: images]

17.♗a4!

White decides on a positional exchange sacrifice, not wanting to go over to defence.

On 17.♖d2, there would follow 17…♗b7 – Black is ready to exchange bishops on d5, which does not relieve White of the pressure.

17…♗b7 18.g5 ♖fc8!

It is better not to rush in taking the exchange, so as not to give the white bishop the c6-square any earlier than necessary.

[image: images]

19.♕g2

On 19.g6?, the nice move 19…b3! wins.

After 19.♔b1!? ♗xd5 20.exd5 ♗d8, the black queen is ready to appear on c4. After that, there will be a positional threat of …♖a8-b8, and …♗d8-b6 – in a complicated battle, Black’s chances are superior (nothing concrete is apparent after 20…b3 21.cxb3 ♕c2+ 22.♔a1).

19…♗xd5 20.exd5 ♕c4 21.♔b1 ♕h4

The white pawns hang, and the potential positional threat of an exchange of dark-squared bishops on b6 remains.

22.♗c6 a4

Also good was 22…♖ab8 23.f6 ♗d8.

23.♖f1

Nor are his problems solved after 23.♗xa8 ♖xa8 – the threat of breaking up the white king’s position with …b4-b3 is extremely unpleasant.

23…♕c4

Equally good is 23…b3, but in such a promising position, one can play as one wishes, with pleasure and ease.

24.♖g1?

Now, things are completely bad for White, but even after 24.♗xa8 ♖xa8, it is very hard both to meet the threat of …b4-b3, and to hold the weak pawns.

24…b3 25.a3 ♖xc6! 26.dxc6 ♖c8 27.♖d1 ♖xc6 28.cxb3 axb3 29.♔a1 e4

A simpler win was 29…♕c2! 30.♕xc2 bxc2 31.♖c1 d5.

30.♕d2 f6

Here too, 30…♕c2 ends the game.

31.h4 ♔f7 32.♕d5+ ♕xd5 33.♖xd5 g6 34.fxg6+ ♔xg6 35.♖b5 fxg5 36.hxg5 ♖c2 37.♔b1 ♖g2 38.♖xb3 ♗xg5 39.♗xg5 ♔xg5 40.a4 ♔f4 41.♖b7 e3 42.♖e7 ♔f3 43.♔c1 d5 44.a5 d4 45.♖xh7 d3 46.♖h1 ♖c2+ 47.♔b1 e2 48.a6 ♖c8

White resigned.
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Evgeny Bareev
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Veselin Topalov
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Sarajevo 1999 (3)
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Black has just moved his knight out of the centre, trying to exert maximum pressure on the light squares. Such play is typical when White has already castled kingside. However, in this case, White divines the special features of the position, and exploits the undeveloped ♘b8:

12.d5!

Now, the integrity of the black pawn structure is broken, and White’s pressure on the long diagonal, combined with the g-file, promises him a dangerous attack.

Rather weaker was 12.♘xg5 ♕xg5 13.d5 ♘d7 – the long diagonal alone is not enough for White to develop a real initiative.

12…exd5

In the event of 12…♘d7, White strengthens the pressure on the weak spot in the black position by means of 13.♘d4!, and it immediately becomes noticeable how unstable the position of the ♘g5 is.

It made sense for Black to close the long diagonal with 12…e5, and after 13.♘d2 or 13.♗e2, White retains some advantage, on account of his extra space, but it is only minimal.

13.0-0-0!

The king leaves the danger zone, whilst the rook immediately begins to work.

After the straightforward 13.cxd5 ♗xd5 14.♘xg5 ♕xg5 15.♕xc7 ♘c6, White loses his advantage in development.

He loses the advantage after 13.♘d4 ♕d7 (also not so clear is 13…c5 14.♘xf5 d4 15.0-0-0 ♘e6; White has little too after 13…♘c6 14.♘xc6 ♗xc6 15.0-0-0 d4 16.exd4 d5[image: images]) 14.cxd5 ♗xd5, and the battle takes on an unclear character.

13…c5

Black takes d4 from the white knight, and also gets rid of his potentially backward pawn on the c-file, which would arise after White regains the pawn on d5.

The attempt to strengthen d5 is also unpromising: 13…c6 14.♘d4! ♘d7 (14…♕d7 15.♗d3 ♘e4 16.f3 c5 17.♘xf5 ♕xf5 18.cxd5+–) 15.f3+– – the black pieces completely lack coordination.

14.cxd5 ♗a6

Black exchanges his underused bishop, which is shut in by the pawn on d5 and cannot help defend the kingside.

14…♘d7 15.♗d3 ♘e4 16.g4 ♗xd5 17.gxf5, followed by ♖h1-g1, also leaves White with a strong initiative.

[image: images]

15.h4!

White develops his initiative, attacking with tempo wherever possible, and not giving Black time to develop.

15…♘xf3

If 15…♘e4, 16.g4! not only opens the g-file but also starts to undermine the knight. Then Black’s attempt to save himself by tactics fails: 16…♘xf2 17.♕xf2 fxg4 18.♕g3 ♖xf3 19.♕xg4 ♖f7 20.♖g1+–. His queenside pieces cannot come to help the defence of the king.

16.gxf3 ♗xf1 17.♖dxf1 ♘d7 18.♖fg1 ♖f7 19.♖g5

Not only preparing to double on the open file, but also attacking the pawn on f5, which is becoming a weakness.

19…c4

This desperate attempt at counterplay brings no relief, as apart from the rook, Black has nothing with which to attack the queenside.

20.bxc4 ♖c8 21.♖xf5 ♖xc4

21…♖e7 22.♖h5 ♘f8 23.♖g1 b5 24.♗f6 (there is also a quieter path to victory: 24.♖hg5 ♘g6 25.♖xg6 hxg6 (25…♖xc4 26.♖xg7+ ♖xg7 27.♖xg7+ ♔f8 28.♗c3+–) 26.♕xg6 ♖xc4+ 27.♔b1 ♕f8 28.♕xd6+–) 24…♕d7 (24…♖xc4 25.♕xc4 bxc4 26.♖xg7+ ♖xg7 27.♗xd8+–) 25.♔b2 ♖xc4 26.♕d3 ♖f7 27.♗d4+–.

22.♕xc4 ♖xf5

[image: images]

23.♗xg7!

The most precise way to realise the advantage – the black king is stripped of its protection and has to flee into the centre, where White can organise a decisive attack with his small, but excellently-coordinated force.

23…♔xg7 24.♕g4+ ♔f6 25.e4 ♖e5 26.f4 ♕c7+

26…♖e8 27.♖g1+–.

[image: images]

27.♔b1 ♕c3

On 27…♖e8, a sufficient line is 28.♖g1 ♔e7 29.♕g5+ ♘f6 30.e5+–.

28.fxe5+ ♘xe5 29.♕e6+ ♔g7 30.♖g1+ ♘g6 31.♕e7+ ♔g8 32.♕e8+ ♔g7 33.♕e7+ ♔g8 34.♕e8+ ♔g7 35.♕b5 ♔f7 36.h5 ♘e5 37.♕b2 ♕f3 38.♕c2 ♔f6 39.♔a2 b5 40.♖g3 ♕f4 41.♕e2 ♕c1 42.f4 ♕xf4 43.♖g2

Black resigned.

Additional material

Steinitz-Lasker, St Petersburg 1895/96

Pillsbury-Lasker, St Petersburg 1895/96

Fischer-Geller, Skopje 1967

Fischer-Gligoric, Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 1959

Tal-Smyslov, Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 1959

Tal-Larsen, Bled match/10 1965

Fischer-Larsen, Palma de Mallorca 1970

Polugaevsky-Tal, Riga 1979

Kasparov-Larsen, Tilburg 1981

Fedorov-Kobalia, Russia tt 1998

Karjakin-Gelfand, Monaco blindfold 2011

Gereben-Geller, Budapest, 1952 – Black’s 17th move

Dolmatov-Belyavsky, Otepia 1980 – White’s 14th move

Kasparov-Marovic, Banja Luka 1979

Kasparov-Dür, Graz 1981

Ljubojevic-Kasparov, Belfort 1988

Mecking-Kortchnoi, Augusta match/12 1974 – White’s 9th move

Kasparov-Campora, Thessaloniki ol 1988

Kasparov-Speelman, Barcelona 1989

Ljubojevic-Kasparov, Belgrade 1989

Kasparov-Karpov, Wch Lyon match/14 1990

Timman-Kasparov, Linares 1992

Shirov-Kasparov, Dortmund 1992

Kasparov-Loginov, Manila 1992

Kamsky-Kasparov, Manila 1992

Kasparov-P. Nikolic, Manila 1992

Karpov-Kasparov, Lyon Wch match/21 1990





Chapter 45

Bringing unused pieces into the attack

One of the main reasons why an attack can fail to achieve its aim is the banal one of a simple insufficiency of fighting units in the main battle zone. When one has pieces that are badly placed and not participating in the main action, one must seek a favourable way of bringing them into the attack. If part of one’s forces are not participating, an attack will as a rule fail. Bringing unused pieces into the attack, or using them as a deflection in another part of the board, can be an effective way of strengthening an attack, and frequently brings success.


272 *

Artur Jussupow

2575

Robert Morenz

Graz tt 1981
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White has extra material, but his king is not safe and the ♖a1 is hanging. The only way to decide the game is to bring the kingside pieces into play:

13.♕b3!

The only move! Bad is 13.♖b1? ♕d3+.

Other moves do not win:

A) 13.♘f3 ♕d3+ 14.♔e1 ♗g7 15.e5 ♕c3+ 16.♔e2 ♕d3+=;

B) 13.♕b5 ♕xa1 14.♗xd7+ ♖xd7 15.♕b8+ ♖d8 16.♕b5+=;

C) 13.♗xd7+ ♖xd7 14.♕b3 ♕xa1 15.♗b2 ♕b1 16.♕b8+ ♖d8 17.♕b5+ ♖d7=.

13…♕xa1

13…♕xb3 14.♗xd7++–.

14.♗b2

Bringing in the bishop, at the cost of the ♖a1!

14…♕b1

[image: images]

15.♘f3!

And now, bringing the knight into the attack, at the cost of the other rook!

15…♕xh1 16.♘e5

The white pieces that remain on the board break through to the black king.

16…e6

He also loses after 16…♕d1+ 17.♕xd1 ♗xc6 18.♕b3.

17.♗xd7+ ♖xd7

17…♔e7 18.♕b7+–.

18.♕b8+ ♖d8

18…♔e7 19.♘c6#.

19.♕b5+ ♔e7 20.♕b7+ ♔f6 21.♕xf7+ ♔g5 22.♘f3+

Black resigned, because of 22…♔h5

(nor is there any help from 22…♔h6 23.♕f4+ ♔h5 24.♕g5#) 23.g4+ ♔xg4 24.♕xe6+ ♔h5 25.♕h3#. The black pieces, standing on the edge of the board, are mere spectators.

[Translator’s Note: To be strictly fair, it should be pointed out that, as explained by Mark Dvoretzky in one of his books, this entire game was familiar to Jussupow beforehand, having been played years earlier in a simultaneous display (!) by the great tactician, Rashid Nezhmetdinov.]


273 **

Alexander Kotov

Mikhail Botvinnik

Moscow 1947 (4)

[image: images]



17…♘b5!

Bringing the passive knight into the game.

18.f4?

White had to cover the d4-square: 18.♘b1! ♘d4 19.♗xd4 cxd4 20.♕d3 a6 21.a4 ♕e5 22.♘d2 b5 23.g3∞.

18…gxf3 19.♖xf3

White had evidently overlooked that after 19.♘xb5 fxg2! 20.♖xf8+ ♖xf8, he cannot save the knight on b5: 21.♘c3? ♗h3–+.

19…♖xf3 20.gxf3 ♘d4

The black knight has transferred from c7 to d4, creating strong threats on the kingside.

21.♕g2 ♖f8 22.♖f1 ♕h4 23.♕g3 ♕xg3+

A technical decision in Botvinnik’s style. Black goes into an endgame with an extra pawn.

A tactician would have decided the game in the following fashion: 23…♕h5!? 24.f4 ♖f6 25.f5 ♗xf5 26.exf5 ♘xf5, with a winning attack.

24.hxg3 ♗h3 25.♖f2 ♘xf3+ 26.♔h1 ♘d4

26…a6! 27.♘d1 b5[image: images].

27.♖xf8+ ♔xf8 28.♔g1 ♔e7

Black has an extra pawn and great winning chances, although subsequently, he failed to cope with the technical problems, and the game ended in a draw.


274 **

Tigran Petrosian

Boris Spassky

Moscow Wch match 1966 (10)
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21.♘e3!

In one move, White brings two pieces into the game. Now, the decisive factor is the ♘a5, which occupies an absolutely prospectless position.

21…♗xf1

In the ending arising after 21…♖xf4 22.♖xf4 ♕g5+ 23.♖g4 ♗xg4 24.♘xg4 ♘xg4 25.♗xg4 ♕xg4+ 26.♔h1 ♕d4 27.♖g1+ ♔h8 28.♕xd4+ cxd4 29.♘e4 (the rook ending arising after 29.♖d1 bxc4 30.♘xc4 ♘xc4 31.bxc4 ♖b8 32.♖xd4 is full of nuances, and it is far from easy for Black to draw) 29…♘b7 30.♖d1 bxc4 31.bxc4 ♖f8 32.♔g2 ♖f4 33.♖e1, White retains the advantage – the pawn on d4 will soon be lost.

22.♖xf1 ♘g6

22…♘d7 23.♘e4 ♕e7 24.♗g4 (White also has a large advantage after 24.♗d3 ♕g7+ (otherwise, White carries out a decisive attack on the g-file) 25.♕xg7+ ♔xg7 26.cxb5 axb5 27.♗xb5 – for the exchange, White also takes a third pawn on d6) 24…♕xe4 25.♗e6+ ♖f7 26.♘f5 ♕xf5 27.♗xf5 ♖xf5 28.♖f3 – the white queen should be able to cope with the scattered black pieces.

23.♗g4 ♘xf4?

Losing at once, but the endgame arising after 23…♕f6 24.♗e6+ ♔h8 25.♕xf6+ ♖xf6 26.f5 ♘e5 27.♘e4 also promises nothing good.

[image: images]

24.♖xf4! ♖xf4 25.♗e6+ ♖f7 26.♘e4 ♕h4

26…♖aa7 27.♘f5+–.

27.♘xd6 ♕g5+ 28.♔h1 ♖aa7 29.♗xf7+ ♖xf7

[image: images]

30.♕h8+!

Black resigned.


275 ***

Viswanathan Anand

2715

Gata Kamsky

2695

Linares 1994 (1)
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We have a variation of the Sicilian with opposite-side castling. Time is especially important in such positions.

22.♗d3!

White brings the bishop onto the working diagonal d3-h7, but even more important, he prepares to take on g1 with the rook, bringing it into the attack on the king.

After 22.exf6 ♕xf6 23.♕xg1 ♕xf4+ 24.♔b1 ♕xh4!, an unclear position arises.

22…♗xe5

After 22…♗xh4 23.♖xg1 g6 (23…g5? 24.♕g4 creates a threat against h4: 24…♔h8 25.♕f5+–) 24.♗xg6 ♔h8 25.♗h7 ♗f6 (25…♖g8 26.♗xg8 ♕xg8 27.♕h1 ♕d8 28.♖g4+–), White plays 26.♘c5!, including in the attack the ‘sleeping’ knight on a4 (26.exf6 ♕xf6 27.♗d3 ♖g8∞), 26…♔xh7 27.♘e6 ♕e7[image: images] (27…♖g8 28.♕e4+ ♔h8 29.♖h1 fxe6 30.♖xh6+ ♔g7 31.♕h7+ ♔f8 32.♖xf6+ ♕xf6 33.exf6 ♖e8 34.♕a7 ♖g6 35.♕xd4[image: images]) 28.exf6 ♕xf6 29.♕e4+ ♔h8 30.♖g7 ♕xg7 31.♘xg7 ♔xg7 32.♕xd4+ ♔h7 33.♕xb4 – White retains some advantage in the endgame.

23.fxe5 ♕xh4 24.♖xg1 ♕f4+

[image: images]

25.♔b1!

It was worth considering 25.♕d2, with a variation such as 25…♕xe5 26.♘b6! (White’s prospects in the endgame are unclear: 26.♕xh6 ♕e3+ 27.♕xe3 dxe3 28.♔d1 ♖fe8) 26…♖ad8 27.♘c4 ♕e6 28.♕xb4. With queens on, Black cannot advance his kingside pawns, as this weakens his king too much.

25…♕xe5 26.♘c5

The knight comes into play with decisive effect.

26…♖a7

After 26…♖fd8, White begins a strong attack: 27.♘d7 ♕g5 28.♕f1 ♕e3 29.♘f6+ ♔h8 30.♕g2 ♕g5 31.♕xg5 hxg5 32.♖h1#.

Whilst after 26…♖ad8, he can take the black pawns: 27.♘xa6 ♖a8 28.♘xb4[image: images].

[image: images]

27.♕c6! ♕e3

Other possibilities:

A) 27…♖e8 28.♘d7 ♕e3 29.♘f6++–;

B) 27…♔h8 28.♘d7 ♕e3 29.♖g2 ♖d8 30.♖xg7! ♖axd7 31.♕f6+–.

28.♖g2 ♔h8 29.♖e2 ♕g1+ 30.♔a2 ♖aa8 31.♘d7 ♖ac8

A) 31…♖fd8 32.♘e5+–;

B) 31…♖fc8 32.♕f3+–.

32.♕f3

The white pieces are gathered for a decisive attack on the king.

32…f5 33.♘xf8 ♖c5 34.♘g6+

He wins beautifully after 34.♕xf5 ♖xf5 35.♗xf5 ♕f1 (35…g5? 36.♖e7+–; 35…♔g8 36.♗g6!+–) 36.♘g6+! ♔h7 37.♘h4+ ♔g8 38.♖e8+ ♔f7 39.♗g6+ ♔f6 40.♖f8++–.

34…♕xg6

34…♔h7 35.♖e5+–.

35.♖e1 ♕f6 36.♕a8+ ♔h7 37.♗c4 ♖c6 38.♕g8+ ♔g6 39.♖g1+

Black resigned.

At the top level, there is no need for the additional moves 39…♔h5 40.♗e2+ ♔h4 41.♕d5, with unavoidable mate.
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Sergei Karjakin
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Viswanathan Anand
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Wijk aan Zee 2006 (1)
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The position is improbably sharp and at first glance hard to assess. White’s king is exposed, but his greater space and advanced kingside pawns seriously cramp Black, and represent a potential threat. One way or another, the active black pieces are insufficient to carry out an attack, and he needs to bring up his reserves. This is impossible to do without sacrifices, so…

24…♘c7!!

If this move were not available, Black would have to play 24…♘f6!? 25.gxf6 ♗xf6 26.♗d4 ♖c8, retaining strong compensation for the pawn.

25.♕xc7

He loses immediately with 25.♗b6 ♖xa3 26.bxa3 ♘b5.

25…♖c8! 26.♕xe7

26.♕b6 allows the knight to be brought up with tempo.

[image: images]

26…♘c4!

If 26…♖xa3?? 27.bxa3 ♕xa3, the white queen manages to return to the defence: 28.♕a7!.

27.g6

This attempt at counterplay fails, but going over to defence also loses:

A) 27.♗c5 ♖xa3 28.bxa3 ♖xc5 29.a4 ♘a3+ 30.♔b2 ♖c2+ 31.♔xa3 ♕b8! 32.♖a1 b2;

B) 27.♗d4 ♖xa3 28.bxa3 ♘xa3+ 29.♔b2 ♘c4+ 30.♔c3 (30.♔xb3 ♕a3+ 31.♔c2 ♘e3+ 32.♔d2 ♖c2+ 33.♔e1 ♕b4+) 30…♕a2 31.♗c5 ♕c2+ 32.♔d4 dxc5+ 33.♔d5 ♘e3+ 34.♔d6 ♘xd1.

27…hxg6 28.fxg6 ♘xa3+

Also winning is 28…♖xa3 29.♕xf7+ ♔h8 30.bxa3 ♘xa3+ 31.♔b2 ♘c4+ 32.♔c3 ♘e5+.

29.bxa3 ♖xa3 30.gxf7+ ♔h7 31.f8♘+ ♖xf8 32.♕xf8 ♖a1+ 33.♔b2 ♖a2+ 34.♔c3 ♕a5+ 35.♔d3 ♕b5+ 36.♔d4 ♖a4+ 37.♔c3 ♕c4+

White resigned.





Chapter 46

Eliminating defenders

Eliminating defenders is a tactical device by which enemy units, which defend his king or another important point, are removed from the board. Sometimes, such an elimination is part of a wider combination involving sacrifices. If the key defensive piece, which cements the defence, can be removed, the entire enemy position can collapse at once, like a house of cards.
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Efim Geller

Oscar Panno

Gothenburg izt 1955 (14)
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The whole of Black’s position hangs by the knight on e5, which defends the f7- and g6-squares. Therefore White played…

14.♗g3!,

exploiting the fact that the hanging ♗b5 still serves a purpose – it covers the c6- and d7-squares, not allowing the other black knight to replace its colleague on e5. By contrast, the pointless check 14.0-0+ ♔g8 would create a threat of 15…hxg5, and White’s attack fizzles out.

14…♗xg5

He also loses after 14…♖h7 15.♗xe5 dxe5 16.♖d1 ♘d7 17.♗c4!. It turns out that the apparently lost white bishop comes into the attack with decisive effect.

15.0-0+ ♔e7 16.♗xe5 ♕b6+ 17.♔h1 dxe5 18.♕f7+ ♔d6 19.♖ad1+ ♕d4 20.♖xd4+ exd4 21.e5+ ♔c5 22.♕c7+ ♘c6 23.♗xc6

Black resigned.


278 **

Andrei Maksimenko

2540

Krzysztof Bulski

2470

Legnica 2010 (3)
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The pawn pair b7-c6 prevents White from developing an attack on the enemy king, which is stranded in the centre. The correct decision is the crude but effective:

21.♗xc6!

In the game, White offered the more valuable attacking knight for the pawn on c6 by playing 21.♘d5, and a flustered Black retreated his queen, allowing White to execute his attack with equal material. But after 21…cxd5! 22.♘c7+ ♔f7 23.♗xd5+ ♔e7, there are no deadly bishop retreats, and continuing the variation with 24.♖a3 (24.♘e6 ♕g4+ 25.♔f1 ♗e4 loses at once) 24…♘e5 25.♘e6 ♕xc1+! 26.♕xc1 ♖xd5 reveals that the advantage is now with Black.

21…bxc6 22.♖xc6

The threat of a check on c7, plus the powerful major pieces, are deadly, e.g.:

22…♗e4

Nothing comes from the check 22…♕g5+ 23.♔f1, and White repulses all threats.

23.♘c7+ ♔f7 24.♘e6 ♕b8 25.♘xd8+ ♕xd8 26.♕b3+ ♔g6 27.♖e6 ♘e5 28.♖d1 ♕b8 29.♖d4

Black is mated, without ever completing the development of his kingside.


279 **

Training position

Sakaev
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The pawns on f6-e5 restrict White’s dark-squared bishop and are the main bulwark of Black’s defence. Therefore, given White’s large quantity of pieces that are ready to be included in the attack,

19.♖xe5!

… flows from the logic of the position. However, Black is not obliged to be mated at once:

19…♘f5!

White wins easily after 19…fxe5 20.♕d6 ♖f5 21.♕xe7 ♕c7 22.♕e6+ ♔f8 23.♕xf5+ gxf5 24.♘e6+.

[image: images]

20.♕e2!!

A super-move, inhumanly strong. White does not retreat the pieces he has hanging, but simply steps up the pressure. The bishops fire down the long diagonals, whilst his major pieces take control of the central files.

Another promising idea is to open the a2-g8 diagonal for the queen: 20.c5 ♘xc5 21.♖xc5 bxc5 22.♕b3+ ♔h8 23.♘e6, with a great advantage.

20…♘c5

On 20…fxg5, there follows the calm 21.♗g4, preparing to exchange the ♘f5, enter with the rook on e7, and then with the queen on e5.

21.♖d1 fxg5 22.♖xc5

Tempting was 22.b4 ♘a4 23.♗a1 – as well as numerous attacking motifs, there is the simple threat of 24.♕c2, taking the knight on a4 – Black is also in trouble here.

22…bxc5 23.♕e5 ♘d4 24.♖xd4 cxd4 25.♕xd4 ♔f7 26.♗g4 ♕d8 27.♕g7+ ♔e8 28.♕xb7 ♖f7 29.♕xc6+ ♔f8

[image: images]

30.h4!

A classical GM decision. He needs to make luft in any case, as otherwise the white king is uncomfortable. In such an open position, tempi are more important than rook’s pawns, and for this reason the pawn advances two squares, rather than one. If Black does not react, White takes on g5, whilst after

30…gxh4

White gets another tempo for the development of his initiative.

31.♗e6

With powerful play on the dark squares and very strong queenside pawns. Black’s defence is extremely difficult.





Chapter 47

Exploiting diagonals

Bishops are long-range pieces. A well-placed bishop, with other pieces on the board, is often no weaker than a rook. In this chapter, we will look at how to exploit bishops with 100% effectiveness – to do this, we usually need to open diagonals, not allowing the opponent to obstruct our bishop with pawns. If, on the other hand, the position is open, bishops feel at home. Bishops are especially effective when they work as a pair, on adjacent diagonals.


280 *

Alexei Shirov

2695

Lucas Brunner

2530

Biel 1995 (13)
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The move …g7-g5 has seriously weakened the long diagonal, which White exploits with the aid of a small tactical operation:

32.♖xe5! ♗xe5 33.♕xe5 ♔h7 34.♗b2 ♖g8

When Black is forced to place a rook in such a position to avoid mate, the correctness of the sacrifice becomes obvious.

35.♗d4

Because there is no forced win, White simply strengthens the centralisation of his pieces, so as to be prepared to create threats on the kingside, and also support the advance of his passed pawns.

35…♗c2 36.♕d5 ♗a4 37.♘xf7 ♕c6 38.♘e5 ♕xd5 39.cxd5

With piece support, the passed pawns decide the game.

39…♔g7 40.c6 ♔f6 41.♘c4+ ♔e7 42.♗xa7 ♗b5 43.♗c5+ ♔f6 44.♘b6 ♔e5 45.c7

1-0


281 *

Kristian Trygstad

2308

Konstantin Sakaev

2607

Plovdiv tt 2010 (4)
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The ♗f3 is the most important piece, and, given the weakening of the central light squares, is fully worth a rook.

12…dxe5!

Of course, Black could get excellent counterplay with 12…♗b7 or 12…♘c6, but the move played in the game is stronger.

13.♗xa8 ♘xa8 14.♕e2 ♗b7 15.♖f1 0-0 16.fxe5

White should not open lines, but, on the contrary, try to keep the game as closed as possible. Therefore, 16.f5 was essential, although Black’s initiative is very strong all the same.

16…♗xe5 17.♗e3 b4 18.♘a4 ♗c6 19.♘ac5 ♗b5 20.♘d3 ♗xb2

The white king has lost its only place of refuge, and now Black quietly brings up the rest of his pieces, to prepare the decisive blow.

21.♖d1 ♘c6 22.♗c1 ♗xc1 23.♖xc1 ♘b6 24.♘bc5 ♖d8 25.h4 ♖d5 26.♕f2 ♖f5 27.♕e3 ♘d5 28.♕h3 ♘f4 29.♕xf5 ♘xd3+ 30.♕xd3 ♗xd3 31.cxd3 ♕g3+ 32.♔d2 ♘e5

And Black won.


282 *

Leonid Stein

Tigran Petrosian

Moscow 1961
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Usually in such structures, Black puts his bishop on a4, and if possible supports it by …b7-b5, cementing the queenside. This is exactly what Black would have done here if White had dawdled.

19.a4!

At the cost of a pawn, White activates his bishop, and it goes from being the most passive of his pieces to the most active.

19…♗xa4 20.♖a1 b5 21.♗a3 ♕d7 22.♖f2

White quietly increases the pressure, whilst Black cannot coordinate his pieces.

22…♖b7 23.♖af1 ♕d8 24.♕d1

There is now a threat of ♗g4-h3, followed by ♕d1-g4 and ♖f2xf7. He also threatens the immediate ♗g4xe6, and then ♕d1-g4.

24…♖h6 25.♗c1 ♖h7 26.♗xe6

Black resigned, since after 26…fxe6, there follows ♕d1-g4.


283 *

Vasily Smyslov

Petar Trifunovic

Zagreb 1955 (11)
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White exploits the opportunity of weakening a group of squares in the enemy camp, at a minimal material cost:

24.♖xf6! gxf6 25.♗xf6

Now, the threat of the white queen appearing on h6 hangs over Black, as well as the possibility of a queen and bishop battery on the long diagonal.

25…♕h5 26.♕e3 h6

This attempt to ‘plug’ the holes fails, because the weaknesses are irreparable; he cannot even get his rooks onto open files.

27.h3

White could win by force with 27.♗b2 ♔h7 28.♕d4 ♖g8 29.♖e5 ♖ad8 (29…♗f5 30.♖xf5 ♕xf5 31.♗d3+–) 30.♗d5, but he did not want to risk miscalculating, and so makes luft just in case.

27…♕f5

On 27…♔h7, White wins by 28.g4 ♕a5 29.h4, with the threat of h4-h5.

28.♗c3 ♔h7

[image: images]

29.g4!

Black is so tied down that his queen and bishop lack even a single square each on the whole board.

29…♕g5

29…♕d7 30.♗d2!+–.

30.f4 ♕h4 31.♔g2

White is in no hurry. Another general strengthening move was 31.♕f3, with the deadly threat of f4-f5.

31…♖g8 32.♕e7

The simplest way to realise the advantage, but of course, White could also win the game with queens on, for example by 32.♕f3.

32…♕xe7 33.♖xe7 ♖ae8 34.♖xe8 ♖xe8 35.f5

When there is play on both flanks, two bishops usually cope easily with a rook. This case is no exception.

35…a6 36.♔f3 ♖c8 37.♗d4 b5 38.♗d3 ♖c1 39.fxg6+ fxg6 40.h4 ♖d1 41.♔e2 ♖h1 42.h5 ♖h2+ 43.♗f2 ♔g7 44.hxg6 h5 45.gxh5 ♖xh5 46.♗d4+ ♔g8 47.♗e4 a5 48.♔f3

Black resigned.


284 **

Gawain Jones

2648

Levan Pantsulaia

2595

Warsaw Ech tt 2013 (7)

[image: images]



The ♗g3 is the only piece defending the king. If it is lost, White risks being mated. This is what happens after…

55…♖e5!!

In the game, Black chose the waiting move 55…♔h8, and after 56.♘f6 ♕xe1 57.♗xe1, the position equalised out.

56.♗xe5 ♗xe5+

The bishops fire over the whole board, whilst the queen is ready to land a deadly blow from either side.

57.♘g3

57.♔g2 ♕g4+ 58.♘g3 ♗b7+–+.

57…♕a2+ 58.♔h3 ♗b7

He can only avoid mate on g2 with the help of the queen, but it is tied to the defence of the knight.

59.♕f1

59.♕e2 ♕e6+ 60.♔h2 ♗xg3+–+.

59…♕e6+ 60.♔h2 ♗xg3+ 61.♔xg3 ♕g4+ 62.♔f2 ♕f4+ 63.♔e2 ♗a6+

Winning.


285 **

Gudmundur Sigurjonsson

Leonid Stein

Reykjavik 1972
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White has not yet completed his development, and in the absence of the light-squared bishop, his pawn structure looks rickety.

15…d5! 16.e5 d4!

This is the basis of Black’s whole idea. If he had to retreat the knight, White would entrench his knight on d4 and obtain the advantage, as the ♗b7 would be too bad.

17.♘xd4

White also has a lot of weaknesses after 17.♗xd4 ♗xf3 18.exf6 gxf6! 19.♗g1 ♗a8.

17…♘g4 18.♗g1

[image: images]

18…♘xh2! 19.♖fc1 ♘g4

White has a bad king, and his light squares are very weak – Black has a decisive advantage.

20.♘e4 ♗xb4! 21.♘g5 ♕d5

He would have won more quickly after 21…♖xc1 22.♖xc1 ♗d2.

22.♘e4 ♕xb3 23.♘xb3 ♗xe4 24.dxe4 b5 25.axb5 axb5 26.g3 h5 27.♔g2 ♗c3 28.♖ab1 ♖fd8 29.♖c2 ♖c4 30.♔f3 ♗xe5 31.♖xc4 bxc4 32.♘a5 ♖d3+ 33.♔g2 ♖d2+ 34.♔f3 ♗d4 35.♗xd4 ♖d3+ 36.♔g2 ♖xd4 37.e5 ♖d2+

0-1


286 **

Andrei Shchekachev

2565

Sergei Shipov

2620

St Petersburg ch-RUS 1998 (10)
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It is clear that the white pieces are gathered dangerously around the black king. With his last move, Black advanced the pawn from h7 to h6, to avoid immediate mate.

19.♖e3

Building up the threats, although the same idea could have been pursued by the more precise 19.♖f3!?.

But 19.♘d5! wins practically at once, opening up both bishops and the a1-h8 and b1-h7 diagonals. 19…exd5 (White wins in interesting fashion after 19…♘e8 20.♖f3! exd5 21.exd5 ♗f6 22.dxc6 ♕xc6 23.♕f5 g6 24.♗xf6 d5[image: images] (24…♕xf3 25.gxf3 gxf5 26.♖g1+ ♔h7 27.♗xf5#)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



25.♖e6!! ♖d6 26.♖g3+–) 20.exd5 ♗xd5 (20…♘xd5 21.cxd5 ♗xd5 22.♕g4 f6 23.♕g6+–) 21.cxd5 ♖fe8 22.♗xf6 (a position with a large advantage results from 22.♖e3 ♕xd5 23.♖fe1 ♔f8 24.♗xa6) 22…♗xf6 23.♕f5 ♔f8 24.♕h7 ♖xe1 (24…g6 25.♖xe8+ ♖xe8 26.f5 g5 27.♕xh6+ ♗g7 28.♕xd6++–) 25.♖xe1 g6 26.f5! gxf5 (26…g5 27.♕xh6+ ♗g7 28.♕xg5+–) 27.♕xh6+ ♗g7 28.♕g5 ♕d7 29.♗xa6 (29.a4 ♖e8 30.♖f1 ♖e5 31.♗xf5 ♕e7 32.♕c1 ♖xd5 33.♕c8+ ♕e8 34.♕xa6[image: images]) 29…♖e8 30.♖xe8+ ♕xe8 31.♕xf5 ♕e1+ 32.♗f1 ♗e5 33.♕f3 – and with two extra pawns, White should win.

19…♔h8

Relatively best was 19…♕d7, but here too, after 20.♖g3 ♔h8 21.e5 dxe5 22.fxe5 ♘g8 23.♕g4 g6 24.♖h3, the black king is not to be envied.

[image: images]

20.♖g3?

And now, the line-opening sacrifice on d5 wins quite easily: 20.♘d5! exd5 (20…♘e8? 21.♕xh6++–) 21.exd5 ♗xd5 (21…♗e8 22.♗xf6 ♗xf6 23.♕f5+–) 22.cxd5 ♖de8 (22…♕d7 23.♗f5 ♕b7 24.♖fe1 ♖de8 25.♗xf6+–) 23.♗xf6 ♗xf6 24.♕f5+–.

20…♖g8 21.e5 ♘h7 22.♕h5?

The ♗b2 requires a new work location: after 22.♗c1 dxe5 23.fxe5 ♗f8 24.♗b1 ♕c7 25.♕h4 ♖d7 26.♗xh7 ♔xh7 27.♘e4 ♗xe4 28.♕xe4+ g6 29.♖d3[image: images], White retains minimal pressure.

22…dxe5 23.♗xh7 ♔xh7 24.♕xf7 ♗f6

24…♗h4 25.♕g6+ ♔h8 26.♖g4 ♗f6 and Black is for choice.

25.♕g6+ ♔h8 26.♖h3 ♖gf8

[image: images]

27.fxe5?

Equality could be maintained with 27.♗a3! ♖d2 (27…♗e7 28.♖xh6+=) 28.♖xh6+ gxh6 29.♕xh6+ ♔g8 30.♕xf8+ ♔h7 31.♕xf6 ♖xg2 32.♘d5! ♖g6 (32…♗xd5? 33.cxd5 ♕xd5 34.♕xe5 ♕b7 35.♕h5+ ♔g7 36.♕f3+–) 33.♕h4+ ♖h6 34.♕e7+ ♕xe7 35.♗xe7 exd5 36.cxd5 ♗xd5+ 37.♔g1=.

27…♗g5! 28.♖g1 ♗xg2+

White resigned.


287 **

Gata Kamsky

2655

Garry Kasparov

2780

Manila ol 1992 (7)
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Instead of White’s last move (11.g2-g4?), which only drives the black knight to an attacking position, he should have developed his kingside.

11…♘f4

Black is ready to give up a pawn, since if the sacrifice is accepted, the dark squares in White’s camp will be very weak.

12.♗c2 b5 13.♕f2

White tries to organise the exchange of the hated knight, whilst retaining his dark-squared bishop, but this loses precious time.

He could have tried to organise counterplay by creating pressure on the h-file, but after 13.h4 ♘d7 14.h5 ♘b6, Black still has the advantage.

13…♘d7 14.♘ge2 b4 15.♘a4

[image: images]

15…a5!

The most energetic, although he also gets a clear positional advantage after 15…♗h6 16.♘xf4 exf4 17.♗d4 ♗g7, ensuring the e5-square for the knight.

16.♘xf4 exf4 17.♗xf4 ♘e5

Because of the difference in strength between the pieces, Black has more than sufficient compensation for the pawn.

18.0-0-0

On 18.0-0, there follows 18…♗a6 19.♖fc1 ♕f6, forcing White to part with his dark-squared bishop.

18…♘c4 19.♗e3 ♘xe3 20.♕xe3 ♖b8

With this move, Black takes away the possibility of the white knight activating itself via b6.

21.♗b3 ♗d7 22.♔b1 ♕e8 23.♘b6 ♗b5 24.♖d2 a4

He could have won by force with 24…♕d8 25.♘a4 ♕d7 26.♘b6 ♕a7 27.♘c4 ♕a6! – the knight hangs, and …a5-a4 is threatened.

25.♗d1

On 25.♗c4, the strongest is 25…a3! 26.♖c2 axb2 – sooner or later, Black will carry out a winning attack on the queenside.

[image: images]

25…♖b7!

The white knight is in trouble, …b4-b3 is threatened, and after the exchange on this square, there is …♕e8-b8.

26.e5 b3!

Even stronger than the simple capture on e5.

27.axb3 axb3 28.♗xb3 ♕b8 29.♘c4 ♗xc4 30.♗xc4 ♗xe5 31.♕e2 ♕a7 32.♖c1 ♖a8 33.b3 ♗f4 34.♔c2 ♖e7 35.♕d3 ♕c5 36.♖b1 ♖e3 37.♕d4 ♖a2+ 38.♔d1 ♖xf3 39.♕xf4 ♖xf4 40.♖xa2 ♕g1+ 41.♔c2 ♕xh2+

White resigned.


288 **

Predrag Nikolic

2655

Evgeny Bareev

2675

Lyon tt 1994
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The position looks preferable for Black, because the ♗e3 can be exchanged, and the ♘h3 is passive. With his next move, Black opens the a7-g1 diagonal, so as to bring his bishop there in the absence of its opposite number.

23…c4! 24.♗xd4

24.♗xf5 ♘xf5 25.♗b6 ♕c6[image: images] is no help – the rook is invulnerable, and the light squares begin to creak.

Since the dark-squared bishop cannot be kept from exchange, the correct decision was to get the king off the dangerous diagonal with 24.♔h1!. Admittedly, after 24…♗xe4!

(24…♘xe3 25.♕xe3 ♗c5 26.♗xb7+ ♔xb7 27.♘e4= gives White sufficient counterplay; whilst the tempting 24…♗c5? is not so successful, because of 25.♗xf5 exf5 26.b4! ♗a7 27.♖fd1∞ – White gets counterplay on the dark squares, whilst the threat of the break a2-a4 also looks quite unpleasant) 25.♘xe4 ♕c6 26.♗xd4 ♖xd4 27.♘g3 ♗c5 28.♘xf5 exf5 29.b3 ♖hd8 30.bxc4 ♖xc4 – because the ♘h3 is so far from the centre, Black still retains the advantage, but White would have chances to defend.

24…♖xd4

Not so strong was 24…♘xd4 25.♔h1 ♗c5 26.♕e1[image: images] – the knight gets in the way of its own rook.

25.♕f3

25.♗xb7+ ♕xb7 (weaker is 25…♔xb7, since in this case, the king comes under check on the long diagonal: 26.g4 ♗c5 27.♕g2+ ♖d5+ 28.♘f2 ♘e3 29.♕f3⇆, with counterplay) 26.♔h1 (26.g4 ♗c5–+) 26…♖d3 27.♘g1 ♕c6[image: images] – the bishop comes to c5 with tempo.

25…♗c5 26.♔h1

[image: images]

26…♖d3!

Black strives for an endgame in which his advanced queenside pawns will immediately assume great strength.

27.♗xb7+

If he avoids the exchange of queens, then after 27.♕h5 ♗xe4 28.♘xe4 ♗e3 29.♖ce1 ♕c6, Black retains a dominating position in the centre.

27…♕xb7 28.♕xb7+ ♔xb7 29.♘f2

29.♘e4 ♔c6 30.♘xc5 ♔xc5 31.♘f2 ♖e3 32.♖fd1 ♖e2 33.♔g1 ♔b4!. The activity of the king in the endgame is one of most important rules of thumb. Here, the king does not come under checks, as it would on b6, and it supports the pawns well. White will have to worry about the advance …a6-a5-a4-a3. After 34.♖b1, 34…♖f8! is even stronger than 34…a5. Black is ready also to play …g7-g5, with domination over the whole board.

[image: images]

29…♗xf2! 30.♖xf2 h5

With this move, Black prevents g2-g4, fixes a favourable structure, and ensures a post for his knight.

He could have played the more energetic 30…♖hd8, not fearing 31.g4 ♘e3 32.h3 b4 33.♘e4 ♔c6–+ – the passed c-pawn is close to promoting.

31.♘e4 ♔c6 32.♘g5 ♔d5 33.♔g1 ♘d4!

Closing the white’s king’s path back, and the pawn mass on the queenside ensures Black a decisive advantage.

34.♘f3 ♘xf3+ 35.♖xf3

[image: images]

35…♖d8!

Keeping control of the open lines is more important than spoiling White’s pawn structure. 35…♖xf3 36.gxf3 ♖f8 37.♖d1+ ♔c5 38.♖d6 b4 39.♔f2 c3 40.bxc3 bxc3 41.♔e3 ♖xf4 42.♖d7 would leave White some hopes of saving the game.

36.♖f2 ♔e4 37.♖e1+ ♔f5

Now, the white kingside pawns become objects of attack.

38.g3 b4 39.♔g2 h4! 40.♖c1 c3 41.bxc3 bxc3 42.gxh4 ♖8d4

0-1


289 ***

Mikhail Botvinnik

Mikhail Tal

Moscow Wch match 1960 (6)
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Structurally, White’s position is superior, because of his possible play on the light squares. But Black’s pieces are very active, and he sacrifices a knight, so as not to be forced backwards:

21…♘f4!?

In the event of the quiet 21…♘f6 22.g4 ♗d7 23.a3 ♕b3 24.♕d2, we get a tough struggle, with a small advantage to White. Black cannot penetrate down the c-file, whilst White is ready to consolidate on the queenside, with the help of the bishop transfer f3 to d1 or e2.

22.gxf4 exf4 23.♗d2?

In the case of the immediate pawn capture 23.♗xa7, Black traps the bishop with 23…♕a5!, simply seizing the initiative.

But the intermediate move 23.a3! was strong: 23…♕b3 (if 23…♕a5 24.♗d2 ♗e5 25.f3, Black’s compensation is clearly inadequate)


[image: images]

analysis diagram



24.♗xa7! ♗e5 (24…b6 25.♕d1 ♕xb2 26.♖a2+–) 25.f3! b6 26.a4!. It turns out that White will play a4-a5, and rescue the bishop, since it cannot be trapped: 26…♖8c7 (26…♖4c7 27.♕b5 ♕xb5 28.axb5+–) 27.♗b8 ♖c8 28.♖a3 ♕b4 29.♘a2+–. One must of course say that it is very hard to find such a long series of only moves, and the sacrifice was fully justifiable from a practical viewpoint.

[image: images]

23…♕xb2?

It was correct first to force f2-f3, and shut in the ♗g2: 23…♗e5! 24.f3 ♕xb2 25.♘d1 ♕xa1! 26.♖xa1 ♗xa1[image: images] – White’s minor pieces are badly coordinated, and are going to be pinned.

24.♖ab1! f3!

24…♗xb1 25.♖xb1 ♕c2 26.♗e4 f3 (26…♖xe4 27.♕xe4 ♕xd2 28.♕e6++–) 27.♕e1 ♕xc3 28.♗xc3 ♗xc3 29.♕e3 ♖e8 30.♖xb7 ♖exe4 31.♕xf3 ♗e5+ 32.♔g2 ♖f4 33.♕e3 ♖c8 34.♖xa7 ♖cf8 35.♖a3 ♗d4 36.♕e6+ ♔g7 37.f3 ♗c5 38.♖b3 leads to a position in which White has excellent chances of realising his extra material.

[image: images]

25.♖xb2?

White is unable to beat the tension, and instead of retaining winning chances, he loses.

25.♗xf3! ♗xb1 (25…♗e5+ 26.♔g2 ♗xb1 27.♖xb1 ♕c2 28.♗e4 ♖xe4 29.♘xe4 ♕xb1 30.♘xd6 ♗xd6 31.♕e6+ ♔g7 32.♕d7+!+–) 26.♖xb1 ♕c2


[image: images]

analysis diagram



27.♗e4! ♖xe4 28.♘xe4! (28.♕xe4? ♗e5+–+) 28…♕xb1 29.♘xd6 ♖f8 30.♕e6+ ♔h8 31.♘f7+ ♖xf7 32.♕xf7 ♕f5 33.♕xf5 gxf5 34.♔g3 ♔g8 35.♗e3 ♗e5+ 36.♔f3 keeps hopes of winning the bishop ending.

25…fxe2 26.♖b3 ♖d4 27.♗e1 ♗e5+ 28.♔g1

[image: images]

28…♗f4

Black wins more forcingly with 28…♖xc3! 29.♖bxc3 ♖d1 30.♖c4 ♗f4! 31.♖xf4 ♖xc1 32.f3 ♖xe1+ 33.♔f2 ♖g1!–+.

29.♘xe2 ♖xc1 30.♘xd4 ♖xe1+ 31.♗f1 ♗e4! 32.♘e2 ♗e5 33.f4 ♗f6 34.♖xb7 ♗xd5 35.♖c7

35.♖xa7 ♖xe2 36.♗xe2 ♗d4+–+.

35…♗xa2 36.♖xa7 ♗c4 37.♖a8+ ♔f7 38.♖a7+ ♔e6 39.♖a3 d5 40.♔f2 ♗h4+ 41.♔g2 ♔d6 42.♘g3 ♗xg3 43.♗xc4 dxc4 44.♔xg3 ♔d5 45.♖a7 c3 46.♖c7 ♔d4 47.♖d7+

White resigned.


290 ***

Viswanathan Anand

2715

Boris Gelfand

2685

Linares 1994 (3)

[image: images]



The position is extremely sharp, and both kings feel unsafe. In such positions, the cost of an error is very great, and even the greatest players cannot always find the decisive continuation. Finding the winning path for Black requires colossal effort. One idea that is obvious is pinning the ♘g3 with the bishop coming to h4, whilst it is also tempting to eliminate the ♘c4, since the rook on a5 is hanging, and there is an unpleasant check at d6. However, all Black’s efforts are dealt with by the queen, which occupies a great defensive position on e3 – it pins the ♗e6 and indirectly defends the ♘g3, and is ready at the necessary moment to close the b8-h2 diagonal with the move f3-f4. The key to winning is to shift the queen from its ideal position, before making a decisive attack on the white pieces:

28…♗g5!!

In the game, there occurred 28…♖xc4 29.bxc4 ♗h4 30.♔f2 ♕xc4 (on 30…♖g5, there follows 31.f4 – this is where we see the excellent position of the queen at e3!) 31.♕d4 ♕xc2+ 32.♖d2 ♕c5 – the endgame looks equal and ended in a draw.

[image: images]

29.♕d3

Black wins easily after 29.♕e2 ♖xc4 30.bxc4 ♗h4 31.♔f2 ♖g5 – there is not the move f3-f4, and the ♘g3 is simply lost.

29…♖d5

A more complicated way of winning was to exploit the lethal strength of the two bishops, with the white king falling under threats from them: 29…♖xc4 30.bxc4 ♖e5+ 31.♘e4 (31.♔f2 ♗e3+ 32.♕xe3 ♖xe3 33.♔xe3 ♗xc4 34.♘e4 ♕b6+ 35.♔f4 ♗xa2 – the pawn on a3 is a decisive trump) 31…♗xc4 32.♕d4 ♗h4+ 33.♔d2 ♖d5, winning the queen.

30.♕e2 ♖xd1+ 31.♕xd1

Taking with the king allows the black queen to be included in the attack with tempo: 31.♔xd1 ♕d8+ 32.♔e1 ♕d4 33.♖g2 ♗f4 34.♘f1 ♖h1 – Black completely dominates, and has the irresistible threat of 35…♔f8, followed by 36…♗h3.

31…♖h2

The white pieces are huddled on the back rank, and can do nothing to repulse Black’s numerous threats, e.g.:

32.♕d4

Going into the endgame is no better: 32.♕d6 ♕xd6 33.♘xd6+ ♔d7 34.♘de4 (or 34.♘ge4 ♗f4) 34…♗e3 35.♖f1 ♖xc2, winning.

32…♗h4 33.f4 ♕c6!

With the irresistible threat of 34…♕f3.

Additional material

Polugaevsky-Kortchnoi, Buenos Aires match/12 1980

Gelfand-Dreev, Tilburg 1993 – Black’s 22nd move

Zhukovitsky-Geller, Moscow 1970 – Black’s 21st move

Geller-Velimirovic, Havana 1971 – White’s 14th move





Chapter 48

Intermediate moves

When in the middle of a variation, we suddenly play a deflecting move instead of the natural retreat or capture, we call this move an ‘intermediate’ move or zwischenzug. This usually happens on a different part of the board and with tempo, and brings about an important change to the position. Such possibilities often escape the players’ notice, and the ability to spot them can be improved by training one’s calculation of variations and gaining more experience.


291 *

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



If we move the bishop to e7 or d6, White castles and then brings the rook to d1 with tempo. Later, the dark-squared bishop comes out to e3 or f4, exerting pressure on the black queenside. Consequently, there follows

12…♕c7!

White is forced to defend the pawn on c3, and bring his bishop to a passive square. At the same time, c7 is the best square for the black queen anyway, as she gets out of the attack along the d-file, exerts pressure on c3, and defends the pawn on b7, thereby freeing the light-squared bishop. After

13.♗d2 ♗e7 14.0-0 ♗d7!

followed by neutralising the white pressure along the long diagonal with …♗d7-c6, Black has a good game.


292 *

Alexander Beliavsky

Vladimir Malaniuk

Moscow ch-URS 1983 (12)

[image: images]



40…g3+!

This blow sows confusion in White’s ranks.

If Black takes the rook immediately with 40…♕xc1, then after 41.♘d8 g3+ 42.♔g2, White has set up a construction that allows him to give perpetual check. But now White resigned, since after 41.♔xg3 ♕xc1 42.♘d8 ♕g1+ 43.♔f4 ♕f2+, he continues to lose pieces with check.


293 *

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



14.b4!

If we exchange on e5, then after 14.♗xe5 ♕xe5 15.♕xd2 0-0, the white e- and f-pawns are not sufficiently advanced, and he has no space advantage as a consequence. The reduced number of minor pieces remaining on the board also helps Black. The only plus White has is the d-file, which does not give him a real advantage, and a drawn outcome to the game looks highly likely.

14…♕c7 15.♗b3 ♗xb4

If 15…0-0 16.♕xd2 White’s advantage is great, whilst 15…♗xe3 16.fxe3 0-0 17.♕c5 leads to the loss of a piece.

16.axb4 ♕e7

Here too he cannot castle: 16…0-0 17.♕c3 ♖e8 18.♖a5 b5 19.♖xb5.

17.♖fd1 ♗e6 18.♗xe6 ♕xe6 19.♕c5 ♘g6 20.♗d6

Black has been unable to castle, and White can develop an attack both with pieces and with the e- and f-pawns.


294 *

Jean-Pierre Le Roux

2551

Konstantin Landa

2646

France tt 2012 (10)

[image: images]



13…c3!

In this case, the zwischenzug helps Black equalise.

A) 13…cxd5?! 14.♗xg7 ♔xg7 15.bxc4[image: images];

B) 13…♕d6?! 14.♗xg7 ♔xg7 15.bxc4[image: images].

14.♗xc3 ♗xc3 15.♕xc3 cxd5

Black even temporarily wins a pawn.

16.♕c7 ♘d7 17.♗xd5 ♕xd5 18.♖ad1 ♕e6 19.♖xd7

Draw, because the variation 19…♕xe2 20.♖xe7 ♕xa2 21.♕xb7 ♖ab8 22.♕xa7 ♕xa7 23.♖xa7 ♖xb3, leads to a complete elimination of the fighting forces.


295 *

Konstantin Landa

2640

Alexander Poluliakhov

2511

Sochi 2012 (6)

[image: images]



20…♘d2?

The best continuation was 20…♕c8!, when White retains a small, but insignificant advantage.

21.♕xe6+ ♔h8 22.♖d1

Equally possible was 22.♖c1, exploiting the weakness of the back rank. 22…♗xg2 23.♔xg2 ♕xd4? 24.♖c8+–.

[image: images]

22…♖e8

After Black’s original intention 22…♕xd4?, there follows 23.e3!, the zwischenzug: 23…♕d3 24.♗xb7+–.

23.♕g4 ♗c8

23…♗xg2 24.♖xd2 ♗c6 25.f3! does not give Black many chances of surviving.

24.♕h5! g6 25.♕h4

1-0


296 **

Mateusz Bartel

2627

Pentala Harikrishna

2672

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (12)

[image: images]



White is to move, and Black has a knight under attack.

17.♖d1!

It turns out that we can first attack the queen, creating in the process the deadly threat 18.♕xc4+.

In the game, there followed 17.♕xf5 ♕d5 18.♕f3 ♕xf3 19.♘xf3 ♗f6, with Black having sufficient compensation for the pawn.

After

17…♗d5 18.♕xf5

thanks to the pin on the bishop, the c4-pawn is lost as well. White is winning.


297 **

Evgeny Bareev

2709

Joel Lautier

2658

Aix-les-Bains 2001 (4)

[image: images]



If we now simply take the bishop, then White’s advantage in the opposite-coloured bishops position will be minimal. Instead, White sees a tactical motif, connected with the unstable position of the black rook and the insufficiently protected black king on h8.

23.♘f6! ♗xf6 24.♖xc7 ♗xh4 25.♖gxg7!

Even more precise than 25.♖xb7 g6.

25…♕e4+ 26.♔g1

Black resigned.


298 **

Boris Spassky

2610

Robert Hübner

2600

Solingen 1977 (2)

[image: images]



With his last move, Black exchanged the light-squared bishop on d3. Everything would be fine for him if White had to take back on d3, but there followed the zwischenzug

24.♕h6! ♖cc7?

Allowing a forcing finish.

Bad was 24…♕f8? 25.♗xg7 ♖xg7 26.♖xg7+ ♕xg7 27.♕xe6++–.

The most tenacious was 24…♕e7! 25.♗xg7


[image: images]

analysis diagram



25…f4! 26.♖g4 ♗f5 27.♗f6+ ♗xg4 28.♗xe7 ♖xe7, but here too, there follows 29.d5! (29.♕xf4 ♖g7!) 29…♖f8 30.f3 ♗f5 31.♕xf4+–.

25.♕xe6 ♗c4 26.♖xg7+ ♔f8 27.♗xc7 ♕xc7 28.♖xf7+ ♕xf7 29.♕d6+ ♔g8 30.♕d8+

1-0


299 **

Richard Teichmann

Jacques Mieses

Vienna 1903

[image: images]



We have a sharp position on the board. It seems as though Black is winning, but it is important to find the correct order of moves. Calculating straightforward variations does not yield the correct answer:

A) 28…♖e2? 29.♖xf3! ♕xf3 30.♕xe2 ♕xf4 31.♕xe6+=;

B) 28…♖d5+? 29.♔c1! (29.♔e1 ♕c2!) 29…♕xa2 30.♕a4∞;

C) After 28…♕e2+!?,


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Black still has to show his endgame technique: 29.♔c1 ♖e4 30.♕xe2 fxe2 31.♖e1 ♖xf4 32.♖xe2 ♔f7 33.♖d2 ♔e7 34.♖g2 ♔f6 35.♖d2[image: images].

Instead, he decides the game with

28…b5!

0-1

Because of 29.♕xb5 ♕e2+ 30.♕xe2 fxe2+ 31.♔e1 exf1+♕ 32.♔xf1 ♖f5–+.


300 **

Vladimir Akopian

2655

Miguel Illescas Cordoba

2635

Ubeda 1997 (5)

[image: images]



The immediate knight sacrifice on g7 does not bring success, because the black queen can defend along the fifth rank. Therefore, White first drove the queen away:

20.♗c3!

And only after…

20…♕d8

landed the blow…

21.♘xg7! ♔xg7 22.♕g4+ ♔h8 23.♕f5 ♔g8

[image: images]

24.♖h6! ♔f8

24…b5 25.♕g5+ ♔f8 26.♖xh7+–.

25.♕g5! d5 26.♖xh7 ♗c5+ 27.♘xc5 ♘xh7 28.♕h6+ ♔e7 29.♕h4+ ♔f8 30.♕h6+ ♔e7 31.♕h4+ ♔f8 32.♕xh7 ♖e6 33.♘xe6+ fxe6 34.♕g7+ ♔e8 35.♗f6 ♕d6 36.♕g8+ ♔d7 37.♕xa8 ♕b6+ 38.♔f1 dxe4 39.♕f8

1-0


301 **

Nelson Gamboa

2410

Juan-Manuel Bellon Lopez

2445

Santa Clara 1999 (7)

[image: images]



Having achieved a large advantage against a weaker player, the grandmaster relaxed.

25…♘5b6?!

He could easily have found the variation 25…♖xg4 26.♕xg4 ♖f8 27.♕g3 (27.f3 ♘e3–+) 27…♖e8 28.♕f3 ♘7b6, with a mating attack.

26.♖xb6! ♖xg4!

Black notices in time the line 26…axb6 27.♖a1 ♕b5+ 28.♔c2+–, and luckily for him the game ends not with a banal oversight, but flares up anew.

27.♕xg4

[image: images]

27…♖f8!!

A brilliant zwischenzug.

27…axb6 28.♖a1 ♕b5+ 29.♔c2 ♖f8 30.♖a8+ ♔c7 31.♖xf8 ♘xf8 32.♕f4+ ♔d7 33.♕f7+!+–.

28.♕e2?

Other continuations lose:

A) 28.f4 axb6 29.♖a1 ♕b5+ 30.♔c2 ♔c7–+;

B) 28.f3 ♖e8! 29.f4 axb6 30.♖a1 ♕b5+–+;

C) 28.♖e1 is the most tenacious, but after 28…♖xf2+ 29.♖e2 ♖xe2+ 30.♕xe2 axb6 31.h5 c5 32.h6 cxd4 33.♕d2 ♕b5+ 34.♔c1 ♕h5 35.cxd4 ♘f6, Black should win.

28…♘xb6 29.♕e6+ ♔d8 30.♕d6+ ♘d7–+

Suddenly, Black has everything defended.

31.f3 ♖f5

Also good was 31…♖e8!.

32.♕a3 ♖b5+ 33.♔a2 ♕c2+ 34.♔a1 b6 35.♖c1 ♕d2

White resigned.


302 **

Jan Gustafsson

2633

Zahar Efimenko

2702

Halkidiki Ech tt 2011 (4)

[image: images]



The position has an unclear character. If Black manages to stabilise and strengthen his position, he will hardly be worse. White needs to play energetically.

24.♗xh6! ♘xe4 25.♕h5

[image: images]

25…♘f6??

The decisive mistake.

Black could maintain equality in the complications after 25…gxh6! 26.♗xe4 ♘d2!. There are many variations here, but there seems to be no advantage for White in any of them.

26.♖xf6! ♕xf6

[image: images]

27.♗h7+!

An extremely important zwischenzug, which wins for White.

It was not too late to step on a hidden mine with 27.♗g5? g6!. Here, it is Black who plays the zwischenzug, after which he is simply better.

27…♔f8 28.♗g5 ♖e5

28…♕e5 29.♗d3+–.

29.♗f5! g6 30.♕h4

Black must part with material.

30…♕xg5 31.♕xg5 ♗xf5 32.♕h4

Black resigned.


303 ***

Viktor Kortchnoi

2544

Francisco Vallejo Pons

2698

Gibraltar 2011 (10)

[image: images]



28…♖xb6?

The only move to maintain equality was the zwischenzug 28…e2!. A draw is achieved after 29.♖e1 (29.♖d7+?! ♕xd7! (not 29…♔f8? 30.bxc7 e1♕+ 31.♗f1 ♖e8 32.♖f4! ♗xf4 33.♕xf4 ♕e6 34.♖d8 ♔g7 35.c8♕ ♕xc8 36.♖xc8 ♖xc8 37.♗d3+–; 29…♘xd7 30.♕f7+ ♔d6 31.♕d5+ ♔e7 32.♕f7+=) 30.♕xe5+ ♔f8 31.♕xb8+ ♘e8 32.♗xe2 ♕xa4 33.b7 ♕b4 34.♗h5 ♖e6 35.♔h2 ♖e7 36.♗f3[image: images]) 29…♖xb6 30.♖xe2 ♘d7 31.♖d2 (31.♕f7+ ♔d8 (31…♔d6 32.b4!!+–) 32.♖a8+ ♖b8 33.♖d2 ♗d4 34.♖e2 ♗e5=) 31…♗d4 32.♖e2+ ♗e5 33.♕f7+ ♔d8 34.♖a8+ ♖b8 35.♖d2 ♗d4 36.♖e2=. The two sides cannot avoid a repetition of moves.

[image: images]

29.♖da1?

A gift of fate.

White misses the simple win 29.♖a7! ♕xa7 30.♕xe5+ ♔f8 31.♖d8+ ♔g7 32.♖g8+ ♔h6 33.♕f4+ ♔h5 34.♗e2++–.

29…♔f8 30.♗d5 e2 31.♕f2 ♗d4 32.♕xe2 ♘xd5 33.♖a8+ ♔g7 34.♕f3 ♔h6 35.♖1a7 ♕f4

White resigned.

Additional material

Geller-Spassky, Riga 1958

Dolmatov-Kuzmin, Kislovodsk 1982 – White’s 27th move

Hübner-Tal, Biel 1976 – Black’s 26th move

Kasparov-Karpov, Tilburg 1991 – White’s 15th move





Chapter 49

Luring enemy pieces to bad squares

Here, we are concerned with luring an enemy piece to a bad square or line, with the idea of exploiting its position. Naturally, the opponent will not usually put a piece on such a bad square voluntarily, so we have to make some exertions to bring this about. For example, sacrifices can be used for this purpose.


304 *

Paul Keres

Conel Alexander

Hastings 1954 (3)

[image: images]



White has the advantage, but the tactical solution is rather unusual.

16.♘e5! ♘xe5 17.♗f5!!

Lightning from a clear sky.

More complicated but possible was 17.♕xa7!? ♘c6 18.♕a8+ ♘b8 19.a4! ♗d6 20.a5 ♕c6 (20…♗xg3 21.a6 c6 22.♗f5+–) 21.♗h4! ♘e4 22.♗xd8 ♖xd8 23.a6 b6 24.♕xc6 ♘xc6 25.♗xe4 dxe4 26.♖xe4, with the advantage in the endgame;

But nothing was achieved by 17.♗b5 c6 18.♕xa7 cxb5∞.

17…♕xf5 18.♖xe5 ♕d3?

Losing at once. But even after the strongest continuation, White keeps extra material:

A) 18…♕d7 19.♕xa7 ♕d6 (19…♕e8 20.♖ae1 ♘e4 21.♕a8+ ♔d7 22.♕xb7 ♘d6 23.♕xd5+–) 20.♖ae1 ♗f8 (20…♕a6 21.♕xa6 bxa6 22.♖xe7+–) 21.♖f5 ♕c6 22.♗h4 ♗g7 23.♖e7 b6 24.♗xf6 ♖de8 25.h4[image: images];

B) 18…♕g6 19.♖xe7 ♖d7 20.♖xd7 ♘xd7 21.♕xa7[image: images].

19.♖xe7 ♖d7 20.♖e3! ♕a6 21.♕xa6 bxa6 22.♗e5 ♖d6 23.♗xd6 cxd6 24.♖e7

1-0


305 *

Konstantin Sakaev

2665

Denis Yevseev

2580

St Petersburg 2004 (9)

[image: images]



If we exchange the ♗f7, Black recaptures with the rook. The diagonal remains partly closed, and White cannot exploit it. Therefore, White carries out the exchange on another square, exploiting a tactical motif:

22.e6! ♗xe6 23.♗xe6+ ♕xe6 24.♖xd7!

First, White lured the enemy queen onto the desired diagonal, and now he deflects her from it.

24…♕xd7 25.♕c4+ ♖f7 26.♕xc5

The white knight quietly returns to the centre, and the e-pawn, supported by its pieces, proves decisive.

26…h6 27.♘c3 g5 28.♗d6 ♕g4 29.e5 h5 30.♕e3 ♖e8 31.♘e4 ♖f5 32.♔g2

Black resigned.


306 **

Pavel Eljanov

2683

Peter Leko

2728

Saratov 2011 (2)

[image: images]



The black king is in danger. The f7-square looks inadequately defended, and the set-up ♕h7-h8 and ♗b1-h7 is crying out to be played. However, the ♘f5 prevents this, and after the straightforward 27.♕h8, there follows the simple 27…g7-g6. A nice tactic comes to the rescue:

27.♘e7!

In the game, White did not find this move, and after 27.♖d1 ♕c6 28.♕xg8+ ♔xg8 29.♘e7+ ♔f8 30.♘xc6 ♖xc6 Black managed to save this difficult endgame.

27…♘xe7

In the event of 27…♕xe7 28.♖xe7, White has a decisive material advantage.

28.♕h8+ ♘g8 29.♗h7

And Black is mated.


307 **

Levon Aronian

2809

Boris Gelfand

2740

London ct 2013 (2)

[image: images]



25…♖c8?

Black would probably have managed to draw after 25…♗d5.

26.♗h6+!

Luring the king onto a knight fork.

26…♔g8

Other retreats are no help:

A) 26…♔xh6 27.♖xc8 ♗xc8 28.♘xf7+ ♔g7 29.♘xd8+–;

B) 26…♔f6 27.♗g5+ ♔xg5 28.♖xc8 ♗xc8 29.♘xf7+ ♔f4 30.♘xd8 ♔e4 31.f3+ ♔e3 (31…♔xd4 32.♘c6+ ♔c4 33.♘xa7 ♗d7 34.b5+–) 32.b5[image: images].

27.♖xc8 ♗xc8 28.♘c6 ♗f6 29.b5 ♗d7 30.g4 g5

Black could not play 30…a6 because of 31.g5! axb5 (31…♗h8 32.♘e7#) 32.♘b8 ♗xd4 33.♘xd7 ♗xb2 34.♔f1+–.

31.h4! gxh4 32.g5 ♗xc6 33.bxc6 ♗d8 34.♔g2 ♗c7 35.♔h3

Black resigned.


308 ***

Boris Grachev

2668

Alexander Krapivin

2491

Moscow 2010

[image: images]



White has a good position in the centre, but his king is on an unpleasant diagonal, where it faces threats of checks. This is felt especially in conjunction with the position of the ♗f4, which is currently cut off by the e3-pawn from the diagonal a5-e1. This circumstance could be exploited with the surprising…

15…♕a6+!

The game went 15…♕b5+ 16.♔d2 ♕a5 17.♔e2 ♕a6+ 18.♔d2 ♕a5 19.♔e2 ♕a6+, with a draw by repetition.

16.♔d2 ♘c2!

With this move, Black lures one of the white pieces to c2.

17.♖xc2

On 17.a3, Black wins immediately with 17…♗b4+!.

If White defends the king with 17.♕d3, then after 17…♕a5+ 18.♔e2 ♘xa1 19.♖xa1 ♕a4, he not only loses the exchange, but also concedes the c-file, which gives Black a decisive advantage.

17…♖xc2+ 18.♔xc2

After 18.♕xc2 ♗b4+ 19.♔d1 ♕f1+, White is mated.

18…♕e2+ 19.♔b1 ♕f1+ 20.♔c2 ♖c8+ 21.♔d2 ♕xa1 22.♔e2 ♕c1

Black is winning.

Additional material

Kasparov-Ligterink, La Valetta Olympiad 1980 – White’s 22nd move





Chapter 50

Freeing squares and lines for the attack

It happens that one piece is in the way of another, preventing it reaching an important square for the attack. Sometimes, one’s own pawn can be in the way. In such cases, one must look for a way to throw the ballast overboard, with tempo, and usually by a sacrifice.


309 **

Zaitsev

Builov

Cheliabinsk 1975

[image: images]



24.f6!

White frees the f5-square for his knight. There is no defence against mate. Black resigned.


310 *

Viktor Bologan

2652

Vladimir Akopian

2678

Moscow match rapid 2002 (1)

[image: images]



Both sides have very exposed kings, but it is Black’s move and he has a queen pointing at the white king. The rook on f3 stops a deadly check on f2, so the solution is easy to find:

49…♖e3! 50.♕b7+ ♔h8 51.♖f1 ♕xe5 52.♕b6 ♕g5 53.h4 ♕xh4

White resigned.


311 *

Kaido Külaots

2581

Michal Krasenkow

2628

Warsaw Ech rapid 2012 (9)

[image: images]



How can the rook ‘hurdle’ the knight and give a deadly check on d8? One needs to find the square where the knight will be most effective in the attack, even if that square is empty:

24.♘f5!

The knight is invulnerable (24…exf5 25.♕f6), and by comparison with other squares to which it could have jumped, from here it attacks g7 and e7.

24…♗b7 25.♕c7 exf5 26.e6! fxe6 27.♖d7 ♔e8 28.♗d6

Black resigned.


312 *

Alexander Alekhine

Akiba Rubinstein

Karlsbad 1923 (1)

[image: images]



It is clear that White needs to find a way to bring his queen to the h-file, but how can he do this, as his own bishop is in the queen’s way? The most convincing way is to remove the ‘unnecessary’ piece in such a way as to create additional threats:

25.♗g6!

The bishop puts itself en prise, but Black has no time to take it.

25…♕e5

A) 25…♗b7 26.♕c4 ♖d4 27.♘xf7+ ♔g8 28.♕xe6+–;

B) On 25…fxg6, there follows 26.♕e4 or 26.♕g2.

26.♘xf7+ ♖xf7 27.♗xf7 ♕f5 28.♖fd1 ♖xd1+ 29.♖xd1 ♕xf7 30.♕xc8 ♔h7 31.♕xa6 ♕f3 32.♕d3+

Black resigned.


313 ***

David Bronstein

Miguel Najdorf

Budapest ct 1950

[image: images]



We have a typical position from the Sämisch Nimzo-Indian. White has a powerful pawn centre, but a weakness caused by the doubled c-pawns. He also has the two bishops, which are currently not really felt, because of the large number of pawns in the centre of the board. Even so, White finds a way to begin active operations on the kingside:

13.f6!

A very unpleasant move, freeing the f-file and squares on the kingside for the white pieces. Black must either spoil his pawn structure or walk into a pin.

13…♔h8

On 13…♘xf6 14.♗g5 exd4, as in the game Mirzoev-Benidze, Batumi jr 2010, a strong reply is 15.cxd4!. If Black takes on d4, his position is hard to defend: 15…♘xd4 (15…cxd4 16.♘g3 ♗c8 17.♕d2 ♘e5 18.♘h5 ♘ed7 19.♖xf6 ♘xf6 20.♗xf6 gxf6 21.♕h6+–) 16.♘xd4 cxd4 17.e5 dxe5 18.♗xf6 gxf6 19.♕g4+ ♔h8 20.♕f5+–.

14.d5 ♘a5

[image: images]

15.♘g3

Also possible was the prosaic 15.fxg7+!? ♘xg7 16.♗h6 ♗xc4 17.♘g3, strengthening the threats on the kingside. After 17…f6 18.♗xc4 ♘xc4 19.♕e2 b5 20.a4 a6 21.axb5 axb5 22.♖xa8 ♕xa8 23.♘f5 ♘xf5 24.♗xf8 ♕xf8 25.♖xf5 ♕h6 26.h3, White has a technically winning position.

15…gxf6

15…g6!? 16.♗h6 ♖g8 17.♕e2 ♕d7 18.a4[image: images].

16.♘f5 ♗c8

After 16…♖g8 17.♖f3 ♖g6 18.♖h3 ♘g7 19.♗h6 ♘xf5 20.exf5 ♖xh6 21.♖xh6 ♕g8 22.♕h5 ♗xc4 23.♗xc4 ♘xc4 24.♖e1, Black is defenceless against the appearance of a second rook on the h-file.

17.♕h5 ♗xf5 18.exf5

Despite the closed type of position, the black knights just get under his feet.

18…♖g8 19.♖f3 ♖g7 20.♗h6 ♖g8 21.♖h3

1-0

Additional material

Plachetka-Popovic, Zemun 1980 – White’s 24th move

Mikenas-Polugaevsky, Tallinn 1965 – Black’s 22nd move

Sherbakov-Rublevsky, Cheliabinsk 2000 – White’s 32nd move

Topalov-Ponomariov, Sofia 2006 – Black’s 31st move





Chapter 51

Unstable position of pieces, X-rays

A X-ray is a motif involving an indirect attack by a long-range piece. Most often, the X-ray is exploited by moving away the intervening piece, whilst creating an additional threat.


314 *

Efim Bogoljubov

NN

Sopot 1935

[image: images]



1.♗c5!

White has to find this move, else he would stand badly.

1…♕xe2 2.♖xe7+ ♕xe7 3.♖xe7#


315 *

Garry Kasparov

2715

Anatoly Karpov

2705

Moscow Wch match 1985 (11)

[image: images]



Having momentarily lost attention, Black has just carelessly doubled rooks on the d-file, another illustration of the fact that even the very greatest players sometimes make childish mistakes. In reply, there followed a simple blow, which became possible because of the insufficiently strong black position on the light squares.

23.♕xd7! ♖xd7 24.♖e8+ ♔h7 25.♗e4+

Black resigned.


316 *

Peter Svidler

2723

Alexei Shirov

2737

Plovdiv Ech tt 2003 (2)

[image: images]



White has an extra exchange, but the ♘d4 can be pinned, and the dark squares in his camp are not very strong. After the incautious

21…♘xb2?

it turns out that the opposition of the queens is in White’s favour.

It was essential to increase the pressure with 21…♗c5!. White would have to fight for equality: 22.b4! (he cannot solve his problems with 22.♖d2 ♖d8 23.♕b3 (23.♖ad1 ♘xb2 24.♘c6+ ♔c7 25.♖xd8 ♗xe3–+) 23…♖xd4 24.♖xd4 ♗xd4 25.♕xa4 ♗xf2+ 26.♔h1 ♕xb2[image: images] – Black has the advantage, since the e5-pawn is also an object of attack) 22…♗xb4 23.♕b3 ♗c3 24.♖ac1 ♗xd4 25.♕xa4 ♗xf2+ 26.♔h1 ♗e3 27.♖c3 ♖c8[image: images]. The e5-pawn is weak, and Black’s chances are preferable.

22.♘xe6! ♕xe3 23.♖d8+ ♔a7 24.fxe3 fxe6 25.♗xe6

There is no defence against the ♖f1 being brought in, so Black resigned.


317 *

Marat Makarov

2537

Evgeny Iljushkin

Nizhny-Novgorod 1999 (9)

[image: images]



The ♗d5 is X-rayed by the ♗g2, but defended by the ♘e7. With the help of a piece currently standing on the edge of the board, White gets through to the target:

21.♘g6!

It should be noted that, in such positions, a knight on h4 has no other prospects than a possible jump to g6.

21…♗xe4 22.♘xe7+ ♖xe7 23.♕xe4

The light squares in Black’s camp are creaking, and so he is defenceless.

23…♗b8 24.♕d5+ ♔f8 25.♕d8+ ♖e8 26.♕d7 ♕xd3 27.♗h6

Black resigned.


318 *

Konstantin Sakaev

2645

Zviad Izoria

2565

Moscow 2003 (5)

[image: images]



Black has incautiously placed his queen on c7, which White exploits:

15.♘d5! ♘xd5 16.♗xh7+ ♔h8 17.♕xc7 ♘xc7 18.♖xd7 ♗xf3 19.gxf3 ♔xh7

[image: images]

20.♖xc7!

White has not only an extra pawn, but an active rook, which is no less important.

20…♗d6 21.♖d7 ♖ad8 22.♖xd8 ♖xd8 23.♖c1 ♖a8 24.♖c6 ♗f8 25.♖b6

Now, the advance …a6-a5 is impossible, and the black rook remains in a passive position.

25…♔g6 26.♔g2 ♗e7 27.♗d4 ♗d8 28.♖b7 ♗h4 29.f4 ♖c8 30.♖b6 ♖c2

This attempt to get active is doomed to failure, since he has no targets on the kingside – the f2-pawn is not only defended, but ensures an excellent post on e3 for the bishop.

31.e4 ♖c4 32.♗e3 ♖xe4 33.♖xa6 ♖c4 34.♖b6 ♖c3 35.f5+!

With the help of a tactical blow, White ensures himself a pair of connected passed pawns on the queenside. However, even one passed pawn, supported by the bishop, should be enough to win.

35…♔h7 36.fxe6

Black resigned, since after 36…fxe6 37.♖xb5 ♖xa3 38.♖h5+, he will lose a bishop.


319 **

Ray Robson

2596

Andrei Stukopin

2460

Moscow 2012 (8)

[image: images]



Black thought his knight on h5, which is heading for f4, was safe. If White plays…

19.♘xe5

then

19…dxe5,

and after taking the knight on h5, the white pawn on d4 hangs. However, White has the zwischenzug.

20.d5!

The ♘h5 still hangs, whilst there is now a threat of 21.d6. White has a healthy extra pawn, and went on to win.


320 **

Andrei Volokitin

2686

Hedinn Steingrimsson

2562

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (10)

[image: images]



Losing the ♗d8, which is X-rayed down the d-file by the white rook, would obviously be catastrophic for Black, because he would be unable to get out his queenside pieces. The only question is where the white knight should go, and the answer is easy to find:

25.♘b6!

On 25.b4, there would follow 25…b6, and there is nothing decisive.

Also not very effective is 25.♔f4 ♖e8 26.♘xe4 b6 – the black bishop comes out to d7, and Black can defend.

25…♔xb6 26.♖xd8 ♔a7 27.♘d5 c6 28.♔f4 cxd5 29.♔xe5 d4 30.g5 e3 31.f6 gxf6+ 32.gxf6

1-0


321 **

Dragan Ilic

2395

Michal Krasenkow

2535

Wattens 1990 (4)

[image: images]



White is trying to weaken the dark squares in the opponent’s camp, so as to organise an attack on the king. But, the weakening of his own construction is something he has not noticed, and Black begins to land counterblows on the light squares:

17…♗c6! 18.exf6

After 18.♘c3, White has to lose precious time to regain the central pawn: 18…fxe5! 19.♖d1 ♗e8! (the right square to keep the d5-pawn under attack) 20.♘e4 ♖c8 21.♕xe5 ♖f5!, and …♖f5xd5.

18…♕xd5 19.fxe7

[image: images]

19…♖xf3!!

This move is not so easy to spot from a distance, when playing 17.e5.

20.♗h6 ♖f7 21.♘f4 ♕c5+ 22.♔h1 ♕xe7 23.♖e1 ♕h4 24.♗xg6 hxg6 25.♖e6 ♗e4 26.♘xg6 ♗xg2+ 27.♔xg2 ♖f2+

White resigned.


322 **

Alexander Riazantsev

2656

Konstantin Sakaev

2640

Moscow ch-RUS 2008 (2)

[image: images]



The white ♘d4 is clearly loose. It is not hard to see that it covers the f3-square. Thus, Black found the idea…

20…♗xh3! 21.f4

The most tenacious.

If the sacrifice is accepted, then after 21.gxh3 ♖ad8 22.f4 ♖xd4 23.fxe5 ♕xe5 24.♖e2 ♖e6, followed by …♖g6+ and …♘e6, all Black’s pieces are attacking, and this attack assumes a decisive character.

21…♗g4 22.♗e2 ♗xe2 23.♖xe2 ♘g4 24.e5 ♕h4 25.♘f3 ♕h5

As a result of the tactical operation, Black has won a pawn without any compensation. In addition, the white king is weak.

26.♖b1 ♘e6 27.♕e4 ♖ad8 28.g3 f5 29.♕c4

[image: images]

Here, Black can accurately and beautifully finish the game:

29…♘xe5!

Unfortunately, Black lost a significant part of his advantage in time-trouble, by choosing the prophylactic 29…♔h7. Later, after mutual time-trouble mistakes, White missed a chance to win, and the game was eventually drawn.

30.♘xe5 ♖d4 31.♖h2 ♖xc4 32.♖xh5 ♖xa4

With a winning position.

Additional material

Grischuk-Kramnik, Cap d-Agde Wch rapid 2003 – Black’s 16th move

Anand-J. Polgar, Cap d’Agde Wch rapid 2003 – Black’s 20th move

Furman-Saigin, Kazan 1947 – White’s 18th move

Spassky-Karpov, London 1982 – White’s 35th move

Kasparov-Marjanovic, La Valetta Olympiad 1980





Chapter 52

Quiet moves / prophylaxis in the middle of an attack

Without exaggeration, one can say that prophylaxis in the middle of an attack is the highest form of chess artistry. You have to be able not only to calculate variations well, but also to draw the right conclusions about why they do not work and find the necessary prophylaxis. When it is impossible to calculate all variations to a definite conclusion, and matters rest on intuition, experience grows in importance.


323 **

David Navara

2719

Loek van Wely

2683

Wijk aan Zee 2007 (7)

[image: images]



White has a significant advantage in space, but Black’s pressure down the c-file is very noticeable. In particular, there is a threat of taking on c2. Therefore, before continuing to tie Black down with moves such as a2-a3 or f4-f5, there followed

20.♖f2!

20.♖d2!, with the same prophylactic idea, was also possible.

20…♕c5

Forced, as there is no other defence against a2-a3 and f4-f5.

21.♕xc5 ♖xc5 22.♘a4 ♖c7

[image: images]

23.f5

Stronger was 23.a3! b5 24.axb4 bxa4 25.bxa4 – White has an extra pawn, although realising it is difficult, because of the weaknesses of the queenside pawn structure.

23…b5!

Bad was 23…♗d7 24.♘b6 – Black has nothing to do, whilst White wants to play c2-c4, a2-a3 and f5-f6.

24.♘c3 ♖fc8

But here he should have played 24…♗d7, after which it makes sense for White to continue his prophylactic play on the c-file: 25.♖dd2! (stronger than 25.f6+ exf6 26.gxf6+ ♔h6 27.♘d5 (27.♖xd6 ♖fc8 28.♖f3 ♗e6∞) 27…♘xd5 28.♖xd5 g5 29.♖xd6 ♗c8 – thanks to his kingside pawn majority, Black has good counterplay) 25…♖fc8 26.♘d1 – White transfers the knight to e3, retaining a clear advantage.

25.fxe6 ♖xc3 26.♖dd2 ♖3c7

[image: images]

27.e5!

Breaking up Black’s pawn structure, and depriving Black’s knight of the strong point e5.

27.♖xf7+ ♔g8 28.♖ff2 ♘c6 leads to a defensible position for Black.

27…fxe6 28.exd6 exd6 29.a3 ♘d5 30.♗xd5 exd5 31.♖xd5

Black’s pawns are broken up, and his rooks are passive – White is close to winning.

31…♖c6 32.♖fd2 ♖d8 33.h4 ♖d7 34.♖5d3 a5

The threat was to bring the rook via f3 to f6, whilst the possible exchange of a pair of rooks via c3 is also unpleasant. Even so, this move only exacerbates his pawn weaknesses.

35.♖d5 ♖b6 36.♖2d4 a4

White himself threatened to play 37.a4.

37.♖b4 ♖db7 38.♖bd4

White repeats moves before the time control to gain time. There was an easy win with 38.bxa4 bxa4 39.c3.

38…♖e7 39.♖xd6 ♖xd6 40.♖xd6 ♖e4

[image: images]

41.♖b6

He could win in attractive fashion with 41.c4! bxc4 42.bxa4 c3+ 43.♔b3! ♖xh4 (43…♖c4 44.♖d1) 44.♖c6 (after the careless 44.a5, Black draws with 44…♖c4!) 44…♖e4 45.a5 – the a3-pawn prevents the black rook getting behind the further-advanced passed pawn.

41…♖xh4 42.♖xb5 ♖g4

42…axb3 43.♔xb3.

43.bxa4 h4

43…♖xa4 44.♔b3, and the a-pawn advances.

44.a5 h3 45.♖b7+ ♔g8 46.♖b3 ♖xg5

Now, Black could queen first, but this would not save him: 46…♖h4 47.a6 h2 48.a7 h1♕ 49.♖b8+.

47.♖xh3 ♖xa5 48.c4 ♔f7 49.♔b3 g5

The endgame is lost for Black, because his king cannot come to fight the white passed pawns.

If 49…♔e6 50.♔b4 ♖f5 (50…♖a7 51.♔b5) 51.♖d3 cuts off the black king along the d-file.

50.♔b4 g4 51.♖g3 ♖g5 52.c5 ♔e6 53.♔b5 ♔e5 54.♔b6 ♔f4 55.♖g1 ♖g8 56.c6 ♖b8+ 57.♔c5 ♖b3 58.a4 ♖c3+ 59.♔b5 g3 60.a5 ♖c2 61.a6 ♖b2+ 62.♔c5 ♖c2+ 63.♔b6 ♖b2+ 64.♔c7 ♖a2 65.♔b7 ♖b2+ 66.♔c8 ♖a2 67.c7

1-0


324 **

Viktor Kortchnoi

2665

Boris Spassky

2630

Belgrade match 1977 (7)

[image: images]



Both sides have far-advanced passed pawns. The weaknesses around the black king are compensated for by the absence of a bolthole for the white monarch. After calculating variations, Kortchnoi found

30.h3!!

An incredibly strong move, and a case of prophylaxis.

The natural continuation is 30.♕b7, but Black has the refutation 30…♕a4!! (he loses beautifully after 30…♕a1? 31.♕xc8+ ♔h7 32.♖xh6+! (the key blow) 32…♔xh6 33.♕h8+ ♔g6 34.♕e8+ ♔h6 35.♕e6+ ♔h7 36.♕h3+ ♔g6 37.♕g4+ ♔h7 38.♖xa1+–) 31.♕xc8+ ♔h7


[image: images]

analysis diagram



32.h3!!, which is the only move (not 32.♕g8+? ♔xg8 33.c8+♕ ♔h7 34.♖c2, because of 34…♕a1!–+), 32…♕xc6 (32…♕xd1+? 33.♔h2+–) 33.♖xd2 ♕c1+ 34.♔h2 ♕xd2 35.♕b8 ♖xc7 36.♕xc7 ♕xf2 37.♕xe5. The tactical exchange ends in a roughly equal endgame.

30…♕a4

After the stronger 30…♕f7 31.♕xa5 ♖dxc7 32.♖xc7 ♕xc7 33.♕xd2, White obtains a position with excellent winning chances.

31.♖xd2! ♖xd2

[image: images]

32.♕b7!

The assessment of the variation 32.♕b8!? ♖xb8 33.cxb8+♕ ♔h7 34.♖c8 is not so obvious, because of 34…♕d1+ 35.♔h2 ♖xf2 36.♖h8+ ♔g6 37.♕e8+ ♖f7 38.♕c6+ ♖f6 39.♕e4+ ♔f7. White obtains strong attacking possibilities, but it is unclear how to win the position.

32…♖dd8

32…♖f8 33.c8♕ ♕d1+ 34.♔h2 ♖xc8 35.♖xc8+ ♖d8 36.♖c7+–, and Black is unable to protect the g7-square.

33.cxd8+♕ ♖xd8 34.♖c7!

So as not to lose the g7-pawn, Black has to lose the e-pawn. The rest is simple technique.

34…♕a1+ 35.♔h2 e4 36.♕xe4 ♕f6 37.f4 ♕f8 38.♖a7 ♕c5 39.♕b7 ♕c3 40.♕e7 ♖f8 41.e4 ♕d4

41…♖xf4 42.e5+–.

42.f5 h5 43.♖xa5 ♕d2 44.♕e5 ♕g5 45.♖a6 ♖f7 46.♖g6 ♕d8 47.f6 h4 48.fxg7

Black resigned.


325 **

Training position

Konstantin Landa

[image: images]



In analysing a great deal of opening information, one sometimes manages not just to find a small advantage or the absence of one, but to ‘close’ an entire variation once and for all. This is one such example. Playing for a small advantage may satisfy White, but in fact, he has ‘something’ in this position.

20.♘xh6+!?

Nothing is offered by 20.♘xd4 ♘xd4 21.♕xd4 ♕c4!=.

Little is promised by 20.♕f4 ♕d7 21.♘xd4 ♘xd4 22.♕xd4 ♖e8!, with the idea of 23.c4 ♖e4! 24.♕xd5+ ♕xd5 25.cxd5 ♖d4=.

20…gxh6 21.♕xh6 ♕e8[image: images]

All other moves lose at once:

A) 21…♕g4 22.♖f3!+–;

B) 21…d3 22.♕g6+ ♔h8 23.♖f7+–;

C) 21…♘e7 22.♕g5+ ♔h8 23.♖f7+–.

How does one continue the attack? The rook cannot move because of mate on e1, and so first the queen transfers to h4 with checks:

22.♕g5+

22.h3 ♕e3+!.

22…♔h8 23.♕h4+ ♔g8

Not 23…♔g7, because of 24.♖f3! ♕e6 (24…♘e5 25.♕f6+ ♔g8 26.♖g3++–) 25.♖g3+ ♔f8 26.♕h8+ ♔e7 27.♕h7+ ♔f8 28.♖f3+ ♔e8 29.♕h8+ ♔d7 30.♕xa8+–.

[image: images]

24.h3!!

A stunningly beautiful move. Now, Black has many continuations, but none save the game. The immediate 24.♖f3 fails to the only, but sufficient, defence 24…♘e5! 25.♖h3 (25.♕g5+ ♘g6 26.♕xd5+ ♔g7 27.♕xd4+ ♕e5 28.♕d7+ ♕e7∞) 25…♘f7! 26.♕h7+ ♔f8, and White can only force a draw: 27.♖f3 ♔e7 28.♕g7 ♖d8 29.♕f6+ ♔f8 30.♕h8+ ♔e7 31.♕f6+=.

24…♕g6

Other moves also fail to save the game:

A) 24…♕e6 25.♕g5+ ♔h7 26.♖f4 ♕g6 27.♕h4+ ♔g7 28.♖g4+–;

B) 24…♘e5 25.♖e1, and Black loses the ♘e5;

C) 24…♕e7 25.♕g4+ ♕g7 26.♕e6+ ♔h8 27.♖f5!. Accuracy is needed to the very end (27.♖f7? ♕g5, and the threat of exchanging queens on e3 destroys all White’s plans!) 27…♕h7 28.♕f6+ ♕g7 29.♖h5+ ♔g8 30.♖g5+–;

D) 24…♖d8 25.♕g5+ ♔h7 26.♖f4 ♕g6 27.♕h4+! ♔g8 28.♖g4+–;

E) 24…♕e3+ 25.♔h1 ♘e5 26.♕f6 d3 27.♖f5 dxc2 28.♖g5+ ♕xg5 29.♕xg5+ ♔f8 30.♕f5+ ♘f7 31.♕xc2+–.

25.♖f3 ♕h7 26.♖g3+

Getting a winning position.


326 ***

Ehsan Ghaem Maghami

2583

Daniel Fridman

2652

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (12)
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The battle is mainly taking place on the light squares. At the same time, the black king finds himself in an unpleasant opposition on the diagonal, and there are also checks threatened on e7 or h6. Checks against the white king get nowhere, and so a strong move is…

38…♔h8!,

removing all threats and freeing the ♗e6.

The end of the game probably took place amidst time-trouble, and there followed instead 38…♗e5+? 39.♔g2 (White wins with 39.♔h4!! ♕e8 40.♗c6) 39…♗xd5+ 40.♖xd5 ♕b7? (with mutually correct play, after 40…♕e6 41.♖xe5 ♕xe5 42.♘xh6+ ♔g7 43.♘f5+ ♔h8 44.♕f2 ♕d5+ 45.♔h2 ♖f7 46.♕f4 ♖h7+ 47.♔g3 ♘e4+ 48.♔g2 ♘g5+ 49.♔g3, a draw could result) 41.♘e3, and White won.

After

39.♗xe6 ♕xe6 40.♖de1 ♕g6

Black has a decisive attack.


327 ***

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev

[image: images]



The black king is in an exceptionally dangerous position, under the fire of the white pieces. The white knight attacks numerous important squares, his queen is ready to penetrate to the eighth rank, he has pressure on the f-file, and the e-pawn can advance. However, immediate checks or direct attacks lead to nothing. Unfortunately, in the event of the bishop taking the knight on f6, the black queen recaptures with check. Reasoning along these lines, one can appreciate that the white king is poorly placed on b2, and there is a square where he would not be subject to checks:

35.♔a3!!

White’s attack comes to a dead end after 35.♘e6+ ♔g8 36.♕b8+ ♕e8.

Another false trail is the tempting 35.♖e6 ♕f5 36.♕xf5 ♘xf5 37.♗xf6, because of 37…h6!.

All of Black’s pieces are tied to the defence of something or other, and the only move that does not lose at once is to move out of one pin into another.

35…♔e8

However, in this case, the winning path for White is already not so difficult:

36.♘e6 ♔f7 37.♕b8 ♘e8 38.♖e3!

The rook joins in the attack with decisive effect.

38…c4 39.♖f3+ ♘f5

On 39…♘f6, the most effective move is 40.♘f8.

40.♘d4 ♖xd4 41.♗xd4 ♕d6+ 42.♕xd6 ♘exd6 43.♗e5 ♔e6 44.♗xd6 ♘xd6 45.bxc4 ♘xc4+ 46.♔b4

With play on both flanks. The rook easily outplays the knight, and White wins.


328 ***

Jan Timman

2610

Anatoly Karpov

2700

London 1984 (3)
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Whatever aggressive move Black makes in the centre, his king will come under a dangerous check. Moreover, if we transfer the move to White, it becomes clear that solving the problem of his own king in the centre will require more than one tempo. This means that it is the ideal time for some useful prophylaxis:

19…♔a8!! 20.h4

He also loses after 20.♘c5 ♗xc5 21.♖xc5 g5 22.♗d2 d5! 23.♕e3 ♖hf8, with the threats of 24…♖f5 and 24…♕xh2.

20…d5 21.♕e3

A) 21.♕c2 g5 22.♕xc6+ ♗b7 – This is one of the variations where the move 19…♔b7-a8! tells;

B) 21.♕g2 ♖xe5+ 22.♗xe5 ♗b4+ 23.♔f2 ♕xe5 24.♔g1 ♖f8 25.♔h2 ♕e3–+.

21…g5 22.♗xg5 ♗b4+ 23.♔f2 ♖hf8+ 24.♔g2 ♖xe5 25.♕xe5 ♕f3+ 26.♔h2 ♕f2+

Because of the dagger blow …♗a6-c8 next move, White resigned.


329 ***

Ljubomir Ljubojevic

2620

Mikhail Tal

2615

Wijk aan Zee 1976 (11)
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In this position, White had a study-like win.

57.♖d7

In the game, fearing the strong black passed pawn on c3, White forced a draw: 57.♖b8 ♗d6 58.♖d8 (the passed c-pawn is very dangerous, as is shown by the following variations:

A) 58.♖b6 axb6 59.a7 c2 60.a8♕ ♔b2 61.♕h8+ ♔b1 62.♕d8 ♗c5=;

B) 58.♖b7 c2 59.♔e2 ♗c5 60.f3 ♗b6[image: images];

C) 58.♖b5 c2 59.♔e2 ♗a3[image: images]) 58…♗b4 59.♖b8 draw.

57…c2

Bad was 57…♗c5 58.♖c7 ♗d4 59.♖c4 ♗e5 60.♔e3+– – the white king helps to hold back the c-pawn.

58.♖xa7 ♗a5

Other continuations also lose:

A) 58…♗d6 59.♔e2 ♔b2 60.♖b7+ ♔c3 61.♖b6 ♗c5 62.♖c6 ♔b4 63.♔d2+–;

B) 58…♗c5 59.♖c7 ♗b6 60.a7 ♗xc7 61.a8♕+–.

59.♖b7 ♔d2 60.♖d7+ ♔c3 61.a7

61.♖d6 ♔b3 62.♖c6 ♗c3 63.a7 c1♕ 64.a8♕ ♕h1+ 65.♔e2 ♕e1+ 66.♔f3 ♕e4#.

61…c1♕

When calculating the variations at move 57, one must not only reach this position, but also see the following, quiet move, otherwise White actually loses!

[image: images]

62.♔g2!!

Black is defenceless against the promotion of the white pawn, which means his position is lost. If even such a creative GM can pass by such a possibility, then for other players, working on finding such quiet, prophylactic, but important moves, must be something that is of enormous importance.

Additional material

Geller-Larsen, Copenhagen 1966 – White’s 22nd move

Jussupow-Ivanchuk, Brussels match/10 1991 – White’s 28th move

Dolmatov-Lputian, Manila Interzonal 1990 – White’s 29th move

Spraggett-Spassky, Montpellier 1985 – White’s 32nd move





Chapter 53

The counterattack

A counterattack is an assault launched in response to an attack by the opponent. It is one of the most effective means of defence, because, after all, not for nothing is it said that attack is the best form of defence!


330 *

Vladimir Tukmakov

Josif Dorfman

Leningrad tt 1975
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18…g5!

Active prophylaxis. Black defends his king against the threat of e4-e5, and wins an important tempo by the attack against d4.

19.h3 ♘c6 20.♕xb5

On the passive 20.♖d1, Black continues to play on the dark squares with the move 20…♔f8! – the king goes to a safer square and defends the ♖e8, which is necessary for the threat of …♘c6-b4.

20…♖b8!

The dark squares are creaking, and the queen faces a discovered attack.

21.e5 dxe5 22.dxe5

[image: images]

22…♕xf3!

This nice exchanging operation ensures Black a decisive advantage in the endgame.

23.gxf3 ♗xf2+ 24.♔xf2 ♖xb5 25.♗e4 ♖xb2+ 26.♔g3 ♗b7 27.♘c3 ♘e7 28.♖b1 ♖xb1 29.♗xb1 ♔g7 30.♘b5 c5 31.♘d6 ♗c6 32.f4 gxf4+ 33.♔xf4

[image: images]

33…♘g6+ 34.♔f5 ♗d7+ 35.♔e4 ♗xh3 36.♔d5 ♗e6+ 37.♔xc5 ♘xe5 38.♔d4 ♘d7 39.♔e4 ♔f6 40.♔f4 ♘f8 41.♘e4+ ♔e7 42.♘g3 ♘g6+ 43.♔f3 ♔f6 44.♘e4+ ♔e5 45.♘g3 f5

0-1


331 **

Efim Geller

Max Euwe

Zurich ct 1953 (2)
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White intends to bring the rook to h4 and mate Black. What can the latter do in reply? Black is not ready for a full-scale battle on the kingside, so he must either stabilise the centre or worry White on the queenside.

16…b5!

The strongest. The queen gets the b6-square, from where she forces White to think about defence, because d4 will hang.

A reasonable alternative was 16…e5!? – this is aimed against the white dark-squared bishop developing activity: 17.♖h4 d5! (Black replies to flank play with a blow in the centre) 18.♕h5 dxe4 19.♕xh7+ ♔f7 20.♗xc4+ ♖xc4 – the black king has escaped towards the centre and White is losing d4 as well.

17.♖h4 ♕b6 18.e5

Because she is tied to the defence of d4, the white queen cannot be brought out to h5.

On 18.♗xc4, the strongest move is 18…bxc4! (Black also has an advantage after 18…♖xc4 19.♗e3 ♖c3 20.♗f2, but here the position remains sharp) 19.♗e3 ♕b3!, and White already needs to defend the bishop.

18…♘xe5 19.fxe6

The sharp 19.♕h5 is refuted by the calm 19…♘xd3 20.♕xh7+ ♔f7 21.fxe6+ ♕xe6 22.♕xd3 ♕e1+ 23.♕f1 ♕xf1+ 24.♘xf1 ♘d6, with a winning endgame.

19…♘xd3 20.♕xd3

20.exd7 ♖xc1 21.♖xc1 ♘xc1–+.

20…♕xe6 21.♕xh7+ ♔f7 22.♗h6

Black is better after 22.♗d2 ♕d5 23.♕h5+ ♕xh5 24.♖xh5 ♖c2.

22…♖h8 23.♕xh8 ♖c2

[image: images]

24.♖c1?

In a practical game, it is impossible to find the narrow path that saves the position: 24.d5!!. The bishop is lured to where it will be under attack, and will close off important squares to its own queen. 24…♗xd5 25.♖d1!! ♖xg2+ 26.♔f1 ♖a2 (nothing is achieved by 26…gxh6 27.♕xh6! ♗f3 28.♖d2 ♖xd2 29.♕xd2) 27.♗d2! ♗c4+ 28.♔f2 ♕b6+ 29.♔f3 ♗d5+ (White also saves himself in the variation 29…♖xa3+ 30.♔g2 ♗d5+ 31.♘e4 ♕c6! 32.♕h7 ♖a4 33.♗b4 ♗xe4+ 34.♕xe4 ♖xb4 35.♕xc6 ♖b2+ 36.♔g1 dxc6 37.♖e4 – Black has numerous extra pawns, but his knight is very bad) 30.♔e2 ♗c4+ 31.♔f3, with a repetition of moves.

24…♖xg2+ 25.♔f1 ♕b3!

Only from this square can the queen join in the attack with decisive effect.

26.♔e1 ♕f3

White resigned.


332 ***

Frank Marshall

Akiba Rubinstein

Lodz 1908 (7)
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The game Karpov-Kasparov, Moscow 1985 (match/5), that we examined in Chapter 18, shows how dangerous White’s attack on the b1-h7 diagonal can be in such a position. To avoid such a scenario, Black needs to find a way to change the character of the battle. In this case, he can take the bait on h4, exploiting his well centralised pieces:

16…♗xh4!?

An interesting, though not wholly one-sided, decision.

Black also had the possibility of bringing his last piece into play, since White has not yet castled: 16…♖ac8, and the queen alone is not going to give mate: 17.♕d3 ♘e5 18.♕h7+ ♔f7 19.0-0 ♕d6!, freeing the e7-square for the king. Black has sufficient counterplay here, but psychologically, a position with some weakened squares and his king in the centre is not especially pleasant.

17.g3 ♗xg3

17…♗f6 18.♕d3 ♖fc8 allows Black to win a pawn, but leaves the initiative with White.

18.fxg3 ♕g5 19.♕d3

The most natural – White defends his central pawn and creates his own threats.

Objectively, the strongest move is 19.♘e2, provoking exchanges and a transition into an endgame that is somewhat better for White. Finding such a move in a real game is very difficult, because it seems that after 19…♘e5 (19…♕xe3 20.♕d3 ♕xd3 21.♗xd3[image: images] – Black faces a fight for a draw), the threat of a check on f3 is unstoppable. But in fact, there is no need to stop it, and White should just calmly defend e3: 20.♖c3!. Now, it turns out that the check on f3 gives Black nothing, since White escapes to f2 and then g2, or closes the f-file with the knight from f4. One hardly need say that finding another such defensive super-resource is not very realistic, but even in this case, the position retains its sharpness, and the battle is for three results.

Now, so that the counterattack has chances of success, it is essential to include the knight, all the more so because when landing on e5, it will gain a tempo. But for the moment, a check is threatened on h7, and so Black must close the diagonal.

19…♖f5!

In the game, Black departed from the correct course with 19…♕xg3+?, which only drives the white king to where he will be impossible to get at: 20.♔d2 ♖f2+ 21.♘e2 ♘e5 22.♕h7+ ♔f7? (more tenacious was 22…♔f8, when after 23.♕h8+ ♔e7 24.♕xa8 ♘c4+ 25.♖xc4 ♖xe2+ 26.♔xe2 ♕g2+ 27.♔d3 dxc4+ 28.♔c3 ♕xh1 29.♗c2, Black can still put up some resistance) 23.♖c7+ ♔f6 24.♖xh6+, and Black resigned.

20.♘e2 ♘e5

Another possibility was 20…♖af8, bringing up the last piece.

21.♕b3 ♖f3[image: images]

Now, after both 22.♕xb7 and 22.♖c3, there follows 22…♖af8, in both cases with more than sufficient compensation for the piece.


333 ***

Alexander Beliavsky

2645

Garry Kasparov

2750

Belfort 1988 (11)

[image: images]



The relative value of any of White’s pieces is greater than their opposite numbers, but his king is already exposed, and Black’s pawns attack with tempi:

17…b5! 18.♕h4

18.♕xb5 ♘c7 – a fork!

18…♘b4 19.♗xg6?

This tempting blow meets a nice refutation.

The path to salvation was a narrow one: 19.♖d6 c4 20.♗e4 c3!


[image: images]

analysis diagram



21.♖1d4!! (the only reliable defence against 21…c2) 21…cxb2+ 22.♔xb2 ♕c5 23.a3 ♖ac8 (nothing is changed by 23…♖fc8 24.axb4 ♕c1+ 25.♔a2, since the attempt to find employment for the rook on the a-file does not succeed: 25…a5? 26.♖d8+ ♗f8 27.♖xc8 ♖xc8 28.♕g5! – and Black does not even have perpetual check) 24.axb4 ♕c1+ 25.♔a2 ♖c3 26.♖a6!, and Black is forced to give a perpetual after 26…♖c2+ 27.♗xc2 ♕xc2+.

19…fxg6

19…hxg6? 20.♘g5 ♖e8 21.♖d7+–.

20.♖d7

[image: images]

White is attacking, but it is his own king, forgotten by everyone, that dies:

20…♕e8! 21.♖e7

21.a3 ♘c6–+.

21…♗h6+! 22.♔b1 ♖d8!

The white king is getting mated.

23.♖d6

An elegant smothered mate follows after 23.♖e1 ♕c6 (23…g5–+) 24.♕xh6 ♖d1+ 25.♖xd1 ♕e4+ 26.♔a1 ♘c2+ 27.♔b1 ♘a3+ 28.♔a1 ♕b1+ 29.♖xb1 ♘c2#.

Is Black’s queen trapped? No!

23…♕c6! 24.a3

24.♕xh6 ♕e4+–+.

24…♖xd6 25.exd6 ♕xd6 26.axb4 cxb4 27.♕e4 b3

0-1


334 ***

Vladimir Akopian

2703

Evgeny Bareev

2734

Aix-les-Bains 2003 (1)
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Black’s position causes some concern – the h6-pawn hangs, and there is also a threat of g2-g4-g5. In such positions, attempting to defend one’s weaker flank is usually doomed to failure – one does not have enough space, and it is easier for White to bring up additional forces for the attack. Against a flank attack, the traditional remedy is a counter in the centre, especially when the black pieces are all pointing at that sector:

22…c5! 23.dxc5 ♘xc5 24.♗xh6

Here, the bishop is out of play for a long time.

More consequential was 24.g4!, trying to prepare g4-g5. After a line such as 24…♔h7 25.♖g1 (the straightforward 25.g5? is not good due to 25…hxg5 26.♗xg5 ♗xe5 27.♕xe5 f6) 25…a6 (retreating the knight to c5 could lead to a somewhat inferior endgame, but 25…♕b4!? is also interesting) 26.♖b3 ♕a5 27.♖c3 ♗xe5 28.♗xe5 f6 29.♗d4 ♘a4 30.♖b3 (30.♖a3 ♖d7! 31.b3 ♕d8=) 30…e5 31.♕e4+ ♔h8 32.♗e3 ♘c5 33.♗xc5 ♕xc5 34.♖xb7 ♕xf2 35.♖c1 ♕c5 36.♖xg7 (risky is 36.♕g6 ♖g8 37.g5 fxg5 38.♕xa6[image: images] – the black passed pawns look no weaker than White’s) 36…♔xg7 37.♕g6+ ♔h8, the game could end in a draw.

24…♗xe5!

Ignoring the bishop standing on h6, Black creates his own play, directed at taking total control of the d-file:

25.♕xe5 f6 26.♕e3

[image: images]

26…♖d7!

Very calm. Black prepares to double rooks, and at the same time defends g7, ‘just in case’.

With the same idea, 26…♖f7 27.♕c1 ♕c6 28.♗e3 ♘d3 29.♕d1 (29.♕c2 ♘b4 30.♕g6 f5[image: images]) 29…♕xg2 30.♖g1 ♕e4 31.♕g4 could lead to unclear play.

27.♗f4?

Now, the bishop ends up further out of play on g3, from where it cannot help defend the weakened queenside.

It was essential to play 27.♕c1!, intending to return the bishop to e3. 27…♘d3 (27…gxh6 28.♕xh6+ ♔g8 29.♖g3+ ♔f7 30.♖g7+ ♔e8 31.♕g6+ ♔d8 32.♖xd7+ ♘xd7 33.h6 ♕c5 34.h7 ♖h8 35.♕g8+ ♕f8 36.♕xe6 ♕g7 is a more complicated path to equality) 28.♕c2 ♘xb2 29.♕xb2 gxh6 30.♕xb6 axb6 leads to an equal rook ending.

27…e5 28.h6 g6 29.♗g3

The bishop cannot remain en prise for ever, but now it is cut off from the queenside, which is also weakened – Black’s attack now develops of its own accord.

29…♖fd8 30.h7?

Rather more tenacious was 30.♖c3, returning one of his pieces to the defence of the king.

Dynamics – ‘quiet’ moves / prophylaxis in the middle of an attack


[image: images]

analysis diagram



However, the calm 30…♔h7! blockades the h6-pawn, and deprives White of all combinational motifs connected with taking on e5 with the bishop. Black retains all the advantages of his position and a mating attack is not far away.

30…♖d2 31.♗xe5 ♕e6!

Black had foreseen earlier this possibility of bringing over the queen, whereas White had missed it.

32.♗xf6+ ♕xf6 33.♕c3 ♕xc3 34.♖xc3 ♖xf2 35.♖c2 ♖dd2

0-1

Additional material

Karpov-Kasparov, Moscow Wch match/2 1985

Kasparov-Karpov, New York Wch match/4 1990





Chapter 54

The counterblow

The counterblow is a tactical device that is used especially in dynamic positions. When pieces are under attack, it is often useful to look whether there is any possibility of attacking something else in reply, rather than retreating them. The ability to find such counterblows is based on sharp tactical vision, and the ability to think ‘out of the box’. Sometimes, such a blow can sharply change the course of the game.


335 *

Vlatko Kovacevic

2492

Vladimir Tukmakov

2582

Solin/Split 2000 (4)
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35…♖c3!

After this counterblow, the white pawns fall one after another.

Of course, the simple retreat 35…♗h6 was also possible, but in this case, White gets a tempo to activate his pieces, and after 36.♘b4 ♖c3 37.♖a1 ♖xc4 38.♘c6, his rook comes to a7, gaining some chances of saving the game.

36.♘b4

If 36.hxg5 ♖xc2, White loses not only the c4-pawn, but also that on g5.

36…♖xc4 37.♘c6 ♗c1 38.♔f1 ♔f6 39.♖d3 ♖c5 40.♘a7 e4 41.♖d1 ♗h6 42.♔e1 ♔f5

0-1


336 **

Yuri Sakharov

Ratmir Kholmov

Kiev ch-URS 1964 (7)
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This example could also have been included under

Zwischenzugs

35…♘e4! 36.♘xe4 ♖g6!

[image: images]

37.♖b8?

Loses. The beautiful, and, more importantly, correct reply was the counterblow 37.♖f1! ♖xg2+ (37…♖xg3? 38.♘xg3+–; 37…♕e6 38.♘f6+! ♕xf6 39.♖xf6 ♖xg3 40.♖f2; 37…♕e8 38.♖f8+ ♔xf8 39.♕f3+=) 38.♔xg2 (38.♕xg2? ♖xg2+ 39.♔xg2 ♗xh3+–+) 38…♗xh3+ 39.♔xh3 ♕xf1+ 40.♔h2∞, and White cannot be in any way worse.

37…dxe4!

37…♖xg3? 38.♖xc8+ ♔h7 39.♘xg3+–.

38.♖xc8+ ♔h7 39.♕b8

Other moves are no better:

A) 39.♕h2 ♕f3–+;

B) 39.♖f1 ♕e6 40.♖f6 ♖xg2+ 41.♕xg2 ♖xg2+ 42.♔xg2 gxf6–+.

39…♖exg2+ 40.♔h1 ♖h2+ 41.♕xh2

41.♔xh2 ♕xa2+–+.

41…♕f3+

White resigned.


337 **

Training position

Konstantin Landa
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1.♕h6 ♘h5

On 1…♘e6?, White wins by 2.♖c2! (2.♘e7+ ♔h8 3.♖c2 e4 4.♖h2 ♕h5∞) 2…♕xa3 3.♘e7+ ♕xe7 4.♖h2!.

2.♕xh5

[image: images]

Here too, a counterblow by the only relatively active piece saves the day:

2…♕xc3!

If the queen is taken, White is killed by the presence of the pawn on f3, which prevents the rook being brought to the kingside with tempo.

After 2…gxh5 3.♖g1+ ♔h8 4.♘h6, the threat of ♖g8, followed by ♘f7 mate is unstoppable.

3.♕h6 ♕xf3+ 4.♔g1 ♕g4+ 5.♔h1 ♕f3+=

But not 5…♕h5+?? 6.♕xh5 gxh5 7.♘h6+ ♔h8 8.♖g1, and again Black has no defence against mate. 8…♖ad8 9.♖g8+ ♖xg8 10.♘xf7#.

6.♔g1 ♕g4+ 7.♔h1 ♕f3+

With a draw by perpetual check.


338 **

Hikaru Nakamura

2772

Boris Gelfand

2764

Elancourt 2013 (10)
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The position is double-edged, and every tempo spent on developing the initiative in one’s own part of the board can be decisive.

21…♖fc8!

Instead of moving the knight away, Black creates his own threat. A typical device, made all the more effective by the opposite-side castling.

Of course, Black could retreat with 21…♘d7, but then with advances unhindered, his attack develops of its own accord: 22.f5 ♗c4 23.♗xc4 ♖xc4 24.♘d5 ♖e8 (in the event of 24…♗xd4 25.♖xd4 ♖xd4, there is the zwischenzug 26.♘xe7+!, with an extra pawn) 25.f6! (White also retains the better game after the quiet 25.♔b1) 25…♘xf6 26.♖hf1. The black pieces are tied down and he faces a difficult and prospectless defence.

22.♕g3

Too slow. White is not developed and has not created any threats. The knight is immune from capture: 22.fxe5? dxe5 23.♗e3 ♖xc3.

Correct was 22.f5, but then by comparison with the variations looked at above, Black has both rooks in play, which later allows him not merely to defend, but to counterattack; 22…♗c4!? (a committal continuation, but also perfectly possible is 22…♗d7, with excellent counterplay) 23.♗xc4 ♘xc4 24.♗xg7 ♔xg7 25.f6+ ♔g8 26.♘d5 (26.fxe7 ♘xb2! 27.♖hf1 f5! 28.♔xb2 ♕xc3+ 29.♔b1 g3! leaves the initiative with Black) 26…♘xa3 27.bxa3 ♖xc2+ 28.♕xc2 ♕xa3+ 29.♔b1 ♖xc2 30.♘xe7+ ♔h7 31.♔xc2 ♕a2+, with a draw by perpetual check. Such a turn of events probably did not suit White, but the path chosen is even worse.

22…♘d7

Now, the threat of 23…♖xc3 is unstoppable, and Black develops his attack without hindrance, whilst White is forced onto the defensive.

23.♗xg7 ♔xg7 24.f5 ♖xc3! 25.bxc3 ♕xa3+ 26.♔d2 ♘f6 27.♕d3 ♗c4 28.♕d4

[image: images]

To get at the enemy king in the centre, Black opens the central files. It is important that his own king is securely defended and not exposed to checks.

28…d5! 29.exd5 ♗xd5 30.♖g1 ♗e4 31.♗d3 ♕a5

Another possibility was 31…♗xd3 32.cxd3 ♕b2+ 33.♔e3!, but here, White’s rooks are connected and he can still resist.

32.♕b4

There is no time to return the king, since after 32.♔c1 ♗xd3 33.♖xd3 ♖c5, Black has a clear advantage.

32…♕c7 33.♗xe4

Missing the chance to evacuate the king from the area of greatest danger. After 33.♔c1! a5 (33…♗xd3 34.♖xd3 ♕e5 35.♖f1[image: images]) 34.♕d4 ♖d8 35.♕c4, Black has the advantage, but the main battle lies ahead.

33…a5

He also wins by 33…♕f4+ 34.♔e1 ♘xe4 35.♕d4+ f6 36.g3 ♕xf5, with numerous threats, such as 37…♖c4.

34.♕xb7 ♕f4+ 35.♔e2 ♖c7 36.♕b6 ♘xe4 37.♕d4+ ♔h7 38.c4 ♖d7 39.♕e3 ♘g3+ 40.♕xg3 ♕xg3 41.♖xd7 ♕e5+

White resigned.


339 ***

Richard Réti

Alexander Alekhine

Baden-Baden 1925 (8)
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On the queenside, White has achieved noticeable success with his minority attack. In the event of passive defence, Black would not be in great shape, as sooner or later, his queenside weaknesses will fall. Therefore, Black launches a counter on the wing, taking into account the fact that the white kingside has already been weakened by the previous advance of the black h-pawn:

26…♖e3!

The character of the struggle changes sharply – White has to think about defence. As often happens, in this changed situation, he makes a mistake:

27.♘f3?

27.♗g2? does not create any barrier for Black – there follows the straightforward but effective 27…♖xg3! 28.e3 ♕e5!→. In various lines, there are blows on e3, and also an exchange sacrifice on g2 – Black’s attack is very strong.

White could, with difficulty, maintain equality in the line 27.♖d3 ♖xe2 28.bxc6 bxc6 29.♘xc6 ♕xc6 30.♖xd5 ♕e8 31.♖g5 ♖e1+ 32.♔h2 – this looks dangerous to the eye and is hard to choose.

The best way to meet the threat to capture on g3 was 27.♗f3!.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Of course, the bishop is a valuable piece, which pressurises the queenside, but this is the only way to defend the king and keep the tension on the central squares. After a line like 27…♗xf3 28.exf3 cxb5 29.♘xb5 ♕a5 30.♖dd1 ♖e7 31.♘d6 ♕a3 32.♖d3 ♕b2 33.♖cd1, White even retains a small advantage, since the b-pawn should be lost, although in view of his spoiled kingside pawn structure, his winning chances in the endgame are minimal.

27…cxb5

The queen, which cements the white position in the board, must move aside, and the white pieces lose coordination.

28.♕xb5

More tenacious was 28.♕d4, although after 28…♖a4! 29.♘xa4 ♕xc1+ 30.♖d1 ♕c7 31.♘c5 (31.fxe3 ♕xg3+ 32.♗g2 ♗h3 33.♘h4 bxa4–+) 31…♖xe2 32.♘h2 ♖c2 33.♘xg4 ♖xc5 34.♘xf6+ ♘xf6, the surviving pawn on b5 gives Black considerable winning chances.

28…♘c3! 29.♕xb7 ♕xb7 30.♘xb7 ♘xe2+ 31.♔h2

31.♔f1 ♘xg3+ 32.fxg3 ♗xf3–+ – because of his lack of coordination, White also loses the g3-pawn.

[image: images]

31…♘e4!

Probably at a distance, White had missed this effective knock-out blow. In open positions, it often happens that instead of taking an attacked piece or moving one’s own attacked unit, it is stronger to create a further threat!

31…♖xf3 32.♖xe2 ♖xg3 33.♔xg3 ♗xe2 leads to a quiet position with an extra pawn, but because of the limited remaining material, a draw is the most likely outcome.

32.♖c4

After 32.♖d8+ ♖xd8 33.fxe3 ♖d5!, Black creates a decisive attack with minimal forces, e.g. 34.♖c4 ♘2xg3 35.♗g2 ♘f1+ 36.♔g1 ♖d1 37.♗xf1 ♗xf3–+.

32…♘xf2 33.♗g2 ♗e6 34.♖cc2 ♘g4+ 35.♔h3 ♘e5+ 36.♔h2 ♖xf3 37.♖xe2 ♘g4+ 38.♔h3 ♘e3+ 39.♔h2 ♘xc2 40.♗xf3 ♘d4 41.♖f2 ♘xf3+ 42.♖xf3 ♗d5

White resigned.


340 ***

Lajos Portisch

2650

Anatoly Karpov

2690

Linares 1981 (2)
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White’s knights are beautifully placed in the centre, the d4-pawn is attacked, and the pressure down the c-file also looks unpleasant. However…

18…♘c4!

The inactive knight on b6 comes into the game. Now, everything is turned on its head – the pawn on d4 is indirectly defended, and the knight on f5 is hanging, as is the ♗b2. And, incidentally, Black has an extra pawn.

The attempt to exploit the instability of the ♘f5 with 18…d3 does not work: White can not only play the intermediate capture on e7, but also 19.♕xd3!, ensuring himself a transition into a superior endgame.

19.♘xe7+ ♕xe7 20.♘c5 ♘xb2 21.♕xb2 h5 22.♖ac1

[image: images]

22…♖d5

Variations involving a piece sacrifice are in Black’s favour, but he evidently did not wish to risk it, since he has a clear advantage anyway. Possible was 22…h4! 23.b5 hxg3 24.♖h1 (or 24.fxg3 ♖h5! 25.bxc6 b6) 24…♖xh2+ 25.♖xh2 gxh2 26.bxc6 b6, with a very dangerous attack.

23.♕c2 ♕d6 24.♘d3

Stronger was 24.♘xa6, although after 24…h4 25.♘c5 hxg3 26.hxg3 b6 27.♘e4 ♕e6, Black retains the advantage.

24…h4 25.♘f4 f5

With this move, Black strengthens his position in the centre, forcing White to weaken his kingside further in taking the exchange.

26.♘xd5 ♕xd5+

The intermediate check 26…h3+ 27.♔g1 ♕xd5 28.f3 gxf3 29.exf3 ♕xf3, was also good, with a strong initiative.

27.f3 ♔b8!

Such moves are an indication of real GM class. The position is quite tense, but there is nothing concrete. There are no clear threats or ideas from White’s side, and so the moment Black chooses for prophylaxis is very opportune. The king moves away from possible checks, and in some variations, it also becomes possible to bring in the knight.

28.♕d3 ♕e6

It was also possible to play the concrete 28…♘e5, because 29.♕xf5 is not possible in view of 29…hxg3 30.hxg3 gxf3+ 31.exf3 ♖h2+.

29.fxg4

More tenacious was 29.f4, restricting the manoeuvrability of the black knight.

29…fxg4 30.♖f1 hxg3 31.hxg3 ♕d5+ 32.e4 ♕e6 33.♖ce1

On 33.♖h1, there would follow 33…♖d8, with the threat of …♘c6-e5.

33…♕d6 34.♖h1 ♖d8 35.♕c4 d3 36.♕c5

Losing at once, but even after the superior 36.♕c3 ♘e5, Black has a decisive advantage.

36…d2 37.♖d1 ♕d3

0-1

Additional material

Fischer-Polugaevsky, Palma de Mallorca 1970

Magerramov-Weinstein, Baku 1973 – White’s 17th move

Gararian-Weinstein, Baku 1974 – White’s 25th move

Kasparov-Kupreichik, Minsk 1979 – Black’s 13th move

Kortchnoi-Kasparov, Lucerne 1982





Chapter 55

Unexpected possibilities. ‘Long’ moves

Many chess players do not see the whole board when calculating variations. This is especially true if the main events are taking place in one particular sector of the board, as their calculation tends to focus on that area too. Because of this lack of ‘peripheral vision’, such players frequently fail to notice the possibility of enemy pieces that are located far away joining in the fight, or they simply miss ‘long’ moves, where pieces traverse a significant section of the board. Such possibilities can often confer a large advantage on a player, and even decide the game in his favour.


341 *

Anton Korobov

2670

Konstantin Sakaev

2607

St Petersburg 2010 (7)
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With his last move 25.♗c2-e4, White defended against the obvious threat of …♗d7-c6, but completely overlooked

25…♗a4!

after which he loses a whole rook.

26.♕xc5

Attention to the opponent’s possibilities, relaxing too soon

26…♗xd1!

Care is always needed. After the hasty 26…♖xd1 27.♖xd1 ♗xd1 28.♗xb7, White gives perpetual check.

27.f5 ♗e2 28.♖f4 ♕g3

White resigned.


342 *

Alisa Galliamova

2505

Sergei Rublevsky

2665

St Petersburg ch-RUS 1998 (2)
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The rook on the half-open b-file is firing into the air, but Black finds a way to make it useful:

18…♖b5!

From here, the rook can be brought not only to d5, but if necessary also to the kingside, because the white king is insufficiently protected by its pieces.

19.♘c4

Faced with the unexpected, White misses the best defensive resource: 19.♕e4!, getting away from the attack from the black rook, and freeing the diagonal for her bishop. Then, there could follow 19…♘d3 20.♗d4, and here Black could choose between 20…♖d5, 20…♗e5 and 20…♘c5 – admittedly, in each case Black’s initiative is fairly insignificant, and White should hold the balance.

19…♖d5 20.♕e4 ♘d3 21.♘xd6 ♕xd6

A rare case where the knight is stronger than the bishop in an open position. Why is this? Firstly, the knight is entrenched on an outpost deep in White’s camp, whereas the bishop is unstably placed, and secondly, Black’s major pieces are much more active.

22.♗c3 ♕b6 23.♕h4 ♘f4 24.♕g4

More tenacious was 24.♔h1, although with the move 24…h6!, Black ensures himself the square g5 for his rook. Incidentally, b3 hangs.

24…♖f7 25.♖ad1 h5 26.♕f3 ♘h3+

White resigned.


343 *

German Fridstein

Vladimir Simagin

Moscow 1950
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The black knights occupy stable positions, thanks to which his position is clearly better. But how can he strengthen it? If he transfers the knight from h5 to e6, White gets counterplay by advancing his h-pawn.

The advance of the queenside pawns also fails to achieve the desired effect: 28…b5 29.♖a1 ♕b6 30.♖hb1, and the passed pawns are stopped.

The pawn on f4 is a clear weakness, but increasing the pressure on it is only possible by exploiting the full scope of the board:

28…♕d8!

There is no defence against …♕d8-h4, with a complete collapse of the white kingside. There followed:

29.♗f1 ♕h4 30.♖xd4 ♘xf4 31.c4 ♘e6 32.♖xd5 ♘6g5 33.♕e2 ♘xf2

White resigned.


344 **

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev
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Structurally, Black is doing poorly, as his ♘a5 is out of play and his light squares weak. His main hope is the d-pawn, which can advance to d3. However, it is White’s move, and he has a way to exert additional pressure on e6, with the help of the hard-to-spot retreat…

24.♕a2!

Black is forced to play…

24…♔f7

He loses material after 24…♔h8 25.♗xe6 ♕d8 26.♗a3 ♗e7 27.♗f7.

25.♗a3 ♖h8 26.♖bc1!

The white pieces develop decisive activity, since there is no defence to the double capture on e6, followed by the rook’s entry to c7.


345 **

Vitezslav Rasik

2466

Stellan Brynell

2511

Rethymnon tt 2003 (3)
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At first sight, Black is in trouble, because 27.♖xc8 is a threat and the bishop cannot escape this attack. But Black has a surprising way to activate:

26…e5!!

The white queen is lured to e5, where she comes under attack, and the bishop gets the f5-square. In the game, Black did not find this resource, and after 26…♔h8 27.♕e5+ (he also wins with 27.♖c7 ♗d6 28.♕f3 ♗xc7 29.♖xc7, or 27.♕c2) 27…♗g7 28.♕c7 ♕g8 29.♕xc8 ♖xc8 30.♖xc8 ♗f8 31.♗f1 b5 32.♖1c7 e5 33.g3 e4 34.♗h3, resigned, because of the threats 35.♗e6.

27.♕xe5 ♗f5 28.♗d3 ♗g7

The position has completely equalised.


346 **

Dimitri Reinderman

2540

Viswanathan Anand

2780

Wijk aan Zee 1999 (1)
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The game developed in such a way that Black had to give up on castling. It seems that his king needs to go to h7, freeing the path for his rook. However, Vishy Anand noticed that the white king is located a long way from his pieces, and the ♖h8, without having moves at all, can become a great strength in conjunction with the h-pawn!

24…h5! 25.♘b6

White shuts off the ♗c6, but uses two tempi for this, which suffices for Black to include his bishop in the attack as well, with decisive effect.

25…h4 26.♗d5 ♗g5

As well as 27…h3, there is also a threat of 27…♘g3+, and White cannot meet both threats at once.

27.♖f3

He also had no chances of saving the game after 27.♗xe4 ♕xe4 28.♕xe4 ♗xe4 29.h3 ♗xc2.

27…h3 28.♗xc6 ♕xc6 29.♕e2 ♗f4!

The most precise and effective.

30.♔g1

On 30.♖xf4, there follows 30…♘g3+.

30…♗e3+ 31.♔h1 ♖e8 32.♕c4 ♘f2+ 33.♖xf2 ♕xc4 34.♘xc4 ♗xf2 35.♘xd6 ♖e2 36.b4 ♗g3! 37.gxh3 ♗xd6

White resigned.


347 **

Konstantin Landa

2639

Zbynek Hracek

2624

Germany Bundesliga 2011/12 (9)
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Of course, White should try to keep the ♘e6 on the board.

23.dxe5!

In the game, there followed 23.♘xd8?. This natural move, made with time trouble approaching, proved to be a mistake, and misses the win. This is how the game then continued: 23…♖xd8 24.dxe5 ♘c6! (Black begins to defend in the strongest way; 24…d4 25.exd4! ♖xd4 26.♕xe8+ ♔h7 27.♖c5+–; 24…♘f5 25.♕b3[image: images]), 25.♖d2? (losing the remains of his advantage; nor is anything yielded by 25.f4 b5 26.♕b3 ♘a5 27.♕b4 d4 28.exd4 ♖xd4 29.♕c5 ♖d1+ 30.♔f2 ♕f7! 31.♖f3 ♘c4∞, or 25.♕h4 d4! 26.♖d3 g5! (26…dxe3 27.♖xd8 e2+ 28.♔h1+–) 27.♕xg5? dxe3[image: images]; White can fight for an advantage only by 25.♕b3! g5 26.♖d2 ♘c7 27.♔h1 ♖e8 28.f4[image: images]), 25…♘xe5 26.♖xd5 (26.♕b3 ♘f6 27.♖c7 ♖d7 28.♖xd7 ♘exd7 29.♖c2 ♕b8 30.♕b4 ♕e8 31.♕d4 ♕e6 32.♖c7 b5 33.h4∞) 26…♖xd5 27.♕xe8+ ♔h7 28.♕e6 ♖c5 (28…♖d1+ 29.♔f2 ♘c6 30.♕h3+ ♔g8 31.♕e6+ ♔h7=) 29.♕h3+ ♔g8 30.♕e6+ ♔h7. Draw.

23…♘c6

More tenacious was 23…d4, but here too, White wins: 24.exd4 ♖d5 25.♕b4! (25.♖c8 ♖xc8 26.♖xc8 b5! 27.♕b3 ♕d7 28.♘c7 ♕xc8 29.♘xd5 ♕c1+ 30.♔f2 ♕d2+ 31.♔f1=) 25…♖xe5 (25…b5 26.♖c7+–) 26.♕xe7 ♕xd4+ 27.♘xd4 ♖xe7 28.♖c8+–.

[image: images]

And now, the queen transfer wins.

24.♕f4!

This is the key idea – a long move that White had missed in his calculations. In general, a narrow vision and a desire for safety are often what drive a player in time-trouble. When there are too many possibilities, and it is impossible to calculate everything, one often chooses the most ‘solid’ continuation. The rest of the variations are no longer difficult to calculate:

24…♘c7 25.♘g5

He could also win with the prosaic 25.♘xc7 d4 26.♖c5 d3 27.♕c4+ ♔h8 28.♖d2+–.

25…d4

25…♖d7 26.e6 ♖e7 27.♕h4 ♖xe6 28.♕h7+ ♔f8 29.♕h8+ ♔e7 30.♕xg7++–.

26.♕f7+ ♔h8 27.♕xg6 ♔g8 28.♕h7+ ♔f8 29.♕h8+ ♔e7 30.♕xg7+ ♔e8 31.♕f7#


348 **

Kiril Georgiev

2663

Konstantin Sakaev

2625

Ohrid tt 2009 (2)
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We have a double-edged position, with roughly equal chances. Both kings are weak, and so it is essential to combine attacking moves with prophylaxis. For Black, it is particularly important to retain control of the long diagonal, which ensures relative peace for his king. Now, he has to decide where to retreat his bishop:

41…♗a1!

From here, the bishop controls the diagonal and does not come under attack.

He loses after 41…♗g7? 42.♖xg7 ♔xg7 43.♕e7+.

Also bad was 41…♗f6 42.♖e6 – the bishop and pawn are under attack, and there is a threat of ♗a3-d6.

41…♗c3 is perfectly possible, but Black prefers not to make this move, because it blocks the c-file, which can be a useful artery for Black, as the ♗a3 is tied to defending c1.

42.♖e6

In the game, the players exchanged mistakes – 42.♗c5? ♖d8? (Black trusted White, when in fact the bishop could have been taken: 42…♖xc5 43.♖e8+ ♔g7 44.♕e7+ ♔h6, and there are no threats against the black king) 43.♗b6 ♖d1+ 44.♔e2 ♕d6, and after a tough battle, White managed to hold.

42…♕c7 43.♗d6 ♕d7

The position remains very complicated with roughly equal chances.


349 ***

Konstantin Sakaev

2635

Alexander Lastin

2639

Novokuznetsk ch-RUS 2008 (10)
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Both players believed that the capture…

22…♕xb2

was impossible. In the game, Black retreated with 22…♕b4, and after 23.♘d3 ♕e7 24.♗c1!, White retained the advantage of the two bishops, which he confidently realised.

It seems that after…

23.♕xc4 ♕xa1 24.♕b3

the threat of ♘c1-a2 is irresistible, but there is the unexpected…

24…♖a6!!

The slumbering rook bursts into the game with great effect. Now, after any jump by the knight, Black wins with …♖a6-b6. White has to play 25.d5, but Black has a clear advantage, as the exchange is the exchange.


350 ***

Robert Hübner

2635

Vladimir Kramnik

2775

Frankfurt rapid 1996 (2)
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Preparing the advance of the a-pawn is problematic, as the black queen stands in the way. Suddenly, Black instead activates his most passive piece, which seemed to have no particular prospects:

23…♖b5! 24.♕d2?

Shocked, White chooses the path of least resistance and loses quickly. It was essential to give the king some air with 24.♖cd1. In reply, it makes sense for the black rook to continue its hunt: 24…♖g5 (24…♖a5 25.♘xa5 ♕xa2+ 26.♔c1 ♕xa5 27.b3 ♘d7 – Black has excellent compensation for the exchange, but White is not so badly off and can defend; 24…♘g4 25.♗xb5 axb5 26.♘c1 ♗g5 27.♕g3 ♗xc1 28.b3 ♕a3 29.♖xc1 ♖a8 30.♖cd1 ♕xa2+ 31.♔c1 ♖c8 32.♖e2 – White is defending successfully, and can even count on seizing the initiative) 25.g3 ♘d7. The rook on d5 is excellently placed, exerting pressure from all sides, whilst after 26.h4, strong is 26…♖g4 – from here, the rook cannot be driven away.

Incidentally, it is bad to play 24.♗xb5 axb5 25.♖cd1 ♖a8 – Black’s attack develops of its own accord.

24…♘g4 25.c4 bxc3 26.bxc3 ♖xb3+ 27.axb3 ♗xb3

There is no defence to the rook’s transfer to the b-file. White resigned.


351 ***

Training position

Konstantin Landa
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White has built a mating net around the black king, but there is no obvious finishing blow. The solution is quite paradoxical, and is the only one:

1.♖xf7+

The tempting 1.h5 is refuted by the only move (all others lose) 1…♗e4!! – Black is even a touch better then.

1…♔xf7 2.♕h5+!

So as to understand the point of the check on h5, one has to see the follow-up idea.

Other continuations offer nothing:

A) 2.♕g6+ ♔e7 3.♕e6+ ♔f8 4.♕g8+ (4.♕h6+ ♔e7=) 4…♔e7 5.♕e6+=;

B) 2.♗g6+ ♔g8[image: images];

C) 2.♕f5+ ♔e7[image: images]=.

2…♔e7

Obviously he loses after 2…♔f8? 3.♘e6+.

Objectively, White’s task is harder after 2…♔f6! – Black tries to deflect the white queen off the d1-h5 diagonal.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



3.♗g6!, a quiet, paradoxical move that wins the game. The threat of a check on g5 decides, and Black has no defence: 3…♕d7 (3…♗c8 4.♕g5+ ♔g7 5.♘h5+ ♔f8 6.♕xd8#; 3…♕c8 4.♕g5+ ♔g7 5.♕e7++–; 3…♔e7 4.♕e2+!+–; 3…♗d5 4.♘xd5+ ♔e6 5.♘f4++–) 4.♕g5+ ♔g7 5.♗e8++–.

[image: images]

Now, a long move backwards by the queen decides:

3.♕e2+!!

White’s strongest piece moves further away from the object of its pursuit, the enemy king. This is precisely why the move is so hard to find.

3…♔f7

Now, the saving king retreat is impossible, because by checking on e2, White has freed e6 for his knight and wins: 3…♔f8 4.♘e6++–.

Black also loses after 3…♔f6 4.♕e6+ ♔g7 5.♕g6+ ♔f8 6.♘e6++–.

4.♗g6+! ♔g7 5.♕e5+ ♕f6 6.♕xc7+ ♔g8 7.♕xb8++–


352 ***

Alexei Shirov

2699

Andrei Volokitin

2660

Russia tt 2006 (11)
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A battle is raging on both flanks, and every tempo counts.

19.♘e4!

A brilliant resource! 19.♕h3 ♕e8! 20.♕f3 (20.♕h4 ♘xd5) 20…♔g7 leads to unclear play.

19…gxf5 20.♗xf6+

Also interesting was 20.♘xf6+!?.

20…♔f8 21.♗xe7+ ♔xe7 22.♘g3 ♘f6?!

A serious inaccuracy.

Bad was 22…♗xd5? 23.♘xf5+ ♔e6 24.♗c2! ♘f6 25.e4! ♗xe4 26.♘xd6 ♗xc2 27.♔xc2+–.

But stronger was 22…♘e5! 23.♗xf5 (23.♘xf5+ ♔d7 24.♗e4[image: images]) 23…♖h8 24.♗h3![image: images].

23.♘xf5+ ♔d7 24.e4! ♖g8 25.♘h6! ♖xg1?

Correct was 25…♖g6! 26.♘xf7 c4 27.♗b1 ♘h5 28.♖xg6 hxg6 29.♘g5 ♖f8 30.♖f1 ♖f4 31.♔d2 ♔e7 32.♔e3 ♖g4! 33.♘f3 ♘f4 34.♖g1 ♖xg1 35.♘xg1 g5 36.♘f3 ♔f6 37.♘d4 ♗c8 – White has the advantage, but winning is not easy.

26.♖xg1 ♖f8 27.♖g7 ♔e7 28.♘f5+ ♔d7 29.♔d2 ♗c8 30.b4!?

There were also other promising continuations:

A) 30.♔e3 ♔c7 31.♘h6 ♗d7[image: images];

B) 30.f3 h5 31.♔e3 ♘e8 32.♖h7 ♔d8 33.♖xh5 (33.♘g3 ♘f6 34.♖h6 ♔e7[image: images]) 33…♗xf5 34.♖xf5 ♔e7[image: images].

30…c4 31.♗c2 h5 32.h4 ♔c7 33.♘h6 ♘g4 34.♘xf7!

The far from obvious variation 34.♘xg4 hxg4! (34…♗xg4 35.♔e3[image: images]) 35.♗d1 ♔d8 36.♗xg4 ♗xg4 37.♖xg4 allows Black still to hold the position after 37…♖h8![image: images].

34…♘xf2

King activity

[image: images]

35.♘e5+

The white pieces are superbly placed, but the immediate jump by the knight does not bring any dividends. This means that White must instead bring up his inactive forces. He could win by 35.♔c3! ♗d7 (35…♘h3 36.♔d4 ♖e8 37.e5+–) 36.e5 dxe5 37.♘xe5+–.

35…♔b6 36.a4?

A serious mistake. It was still possible to return to the correct plan: 36.♘f7 ♔c7 37.♔c3+–.

36…a5!= 37.bxa5+ ♔xa5 38.♘c6+

A) 38.♖f7 ♖xf7 39.♘xf7 bxa4 40.♘xd6 ♗a6=;

B) Or 38.♘f7 ♘g4 39.axb5 ♔b4![image: images].

38…♔b6 39.a5+ ♔c5 40.♖c7

[image: images]

40…♘g4??

A time-trouble mistake in a complicated position, something which can happen to anybody. In such situations, one instinctively wants to play more safely, putting the knight on a defended square, and freeing f2 for the rook.

He could save himself with the surprising 40…♗g4 41.♘a7+ ♔b4 42.♘c6+ ♔c5=.

41.♔c3??

A return present by White. After 41.♗d1! b4 42.♘e7+ ♔d4 43.♖xc8, White wins.

41…♖f3+ 42.♔b2 ♖f2 43.♘e5+ ♔b4 44.♘c6+ ♔c5 45.♘e5+ ♔b4

Draw.


353 ***

Training position

Konstantin Sakaev
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The pawn on d7 is not threatening to promote, but it stops the black pieces developing normally. Black can attack the pawn only by a rather unobvious manoeuvre:

1…♖ab8!!

Now, he threatens 2…b6 with tempo, and then immediately 3…♖b7. And if the white bishop moves from a5 in anticipation, Black gets d8 for his rook. Because of the activity of his pieces, White has chances to maintain the balance, but no more than that.


354 ***

Ni Hua

2670

Alexander Morozevich

2737

Saratov 2011 (4)

[image: images]



The black minor pieces are hanging, but White’s queen prevents him from taking them. At first glance, the queen has no good retreat squares. If it goes to g3, his own rook is pinned, whilst after 23.♕f2, Black has 23…♗h3!, and on 23.♕g2 ♕e3+, there is the same idea of …♗g4-h3. It did not occur to the Chinese player to retreat the queen away from all attacks by means of 23.♕h1!!, which immediately wins a piece.

In the game, after…

23.♖xg4 ♘xg4 24.♕xg4 ♖bd8

White retained the advantage, although he eventually lost.


355 ***

Alina Kashlinskaya

2389

Aleksandra Goryachkina

2333

Moscow 2012 (8)

[image: images]



For the piece, White has three pawns and a serious initiative, so the advantage is on her side. But it is another matter how to develop this initiative. The black king is vulnerable, and her pieces are poorly placed, with the exception of the queen and the ♘f5, which cover entry squares in her camp. The white ♖h3 does not yet take part in the attack and her king on f1 is also badly placed, being better on a dark square nearer the corner. There is no forcing way to win. Thus, we use the method of exclusion, looking for a way to improve the worst placed piece. The most energetic, strong and tempo-gaining move is

34.♖a3!!

Having seen this, it is impossible not to play it.

If one asks what other candidate moves deserve consideration in so sharp a position, then in the first instance, there is 34.♖f3, creating the threat of 35.♖xf5. But then, one has to see 34…♕d1 35.♖a3!.

Another prophylactic possibility is 34.♔g1, but here too, after the offer of a queen exchange by 34…♕d1, we land a blow on the a-file with 35.♖a3! – there is no way to defend a7.

In the game, there followed 34.a4, which is clearly bad – White prepares to drive the knight from b6, where it is so badly placed. At the same time, there is still a long way to go to create a passed pawn. After 34…♕d1, the game continued in a complicated endgame, but without any advantage for White.

After the text, the pawn can only be defended by…

34…♕c7,

but here the queen is under an X-ray from the white rook. If Black does not defend the pawn, but puts it under attack with 34…a6, the most direct and forcing win is as follows: 35.bxa6 ♕xc6 36.♖xf5 ♔g8 37.♖c5 – the pawn gets to a7, whilst all the pieces are attacking.

[image: images]

35.♖c5!

36.♗d5 is threatened with decisive effect, and in the event of…

35…♕e7 36.♕xe7+ ♘xe7 37.♖xa7 ♔f8

(no better is 37…♔f6 38.♘e4+ ♔e6 39.f4)

38.a4+–

the white pawns easily promote.

Additional material

Geller-Reshevsky, Palma de Mallorca 1970 – White’s 17th move

Polugaevsky-Torre, Toluca 1982 – Black’s 37th move

Tal-Hübner, Montreal 1979

Polugaevsky-Dorfman, Tbilisi 1978 – White’s 22nd move





Chapter 56

The intuitive sacrifice

Intuitive sacrifices are those that cannot be calculated to the end, and that to a large extent are based on a dynamic assessment of the position, rather than on the exact calculation of variations. Such sacrifices are not always correct, but frequently pose the opponent difficult practical problems. The king of such intuitive sacrifices was the 8th World Champion, Mikhail Tal, who frequently used such risky sacrifices in games against even the strongest opponents. To Mikhail Nekhemievich belongs the expression: ‘there are two types of sacrifice: correct ones and mine!’. But after such sacrifices, the 8th World Champion’s opponents were often unable to cope with what was happening on the board!


356 **

Konstantin Sakaev

2620

Sergei Rublevsky

2665

Yugoslavia tt 1999 (6)
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18.f5!!

Calculating all the variations is impossible, but White correctly realised that his attack would at least be worth the sacrificed exchange.

After the retreat 18.♖f2, the rooks lose coordination. Black can exploit this to stop the white kingside attack with 18…f5! 19.♕f3 c5. Now, White has nothing on the kingside, whilst his protected passed pawn is securely blockaded – the chances would be about equal.

18…♗xf1 19.f6 ♕b4!

The only defence. From here, the black queen ties down White’s rook, preventing it reaching the h-file.

The passive 19…♕d7 20.♕g5 ♔h8 21.♖xf1 loses, as there is no defence against the transfer of the rook via f4 to h4.

20.♕h4

It was also worth considering the simple 20.♖xf1!? ♔h8 21.♕g5!?, with the ideas of e5-e6 and ♘d4-f3 – with the knight on f3, there is a threat of ♕g5-h6 and ♘f3-g5.

[image: images]

20…♖fe8

The best defence is paradoxical: Black should start to play in the area where he has problems: 20…♔h8! 21.♖xf1 g5!!, offering a pawn. If White takes it, the rook comes to g8 with tempo, and Black can start to breathe. After, for example, 22.♕xg5 ♖g8 23.♕f4, White retains sufficient compensation for the exchange, but no more than that.

21.a3! ♕f8

[image: images]

22.e6!

A very important resource.

White has no time to take the bishop, as after 22.♔xf1, the strongest is 22…♘d7, taking aim at the white pawns.

22…♗c4

The best defence is the surprising 22…h5, but after 23.♖xf1 ♘d5 24.♕g5, White’s initiative is still strong.

23.e7 ♖xe7 24.fxe7

Such a powerful passed pawn ensures White a decisive advantage.

24…♕e8 25.♘c5 ♗d5

[image: images]

26.♕f6

Time-trouble is affecting things. The simplest way to win was 26.♖e5! c6 27.♖h5!.

26…♘d7 27.♘xd7

And here, White could win with the hard-to-find retreat 27.♕g5! ♘xc5 (27…c6 28.♘xb7+–) 28.♕xd5 ♘e6 29.♕xb7 ♖b8 30.♕xa7 ♖a8 31.♕b7 ♖b8 32.♕d5 – the pawn on e7 remains invulnerable.

27…♕xd7 28.♘f5 gxf5 29.♕g5+ ♔h8 30.♕f6+ ♔g8 31.♖e3 ♗f3 32.♕g5+ ♔h8 33.♕f6+ ♔g8 34.gxf3

A time-trouble mistake. 34.♖xf3 ♕d1+ 35.♔f2 ♕d2+ 36.♔g3 ♕d6+ 37.♕xd6 cxd6 38.♔f4 f6 39.♔xf5 ♔f7 40.♖h3 ♖h8 41.e8+♕ ♔xe8 42.♔xf6 still forces Black to work for a draw.

34…♖e8 35.♕g5+ ♔h8 36.♕f6+ ♔g8 37.♕g5+ ♔h8

Draw.


357 ***

Konstantin Sakaev

2620

Sergei Rublevsky

2665

St Petersburg ch-RUS 1998 (6)
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By placing his bishop on d5, Black has closed off the white major pieces’ approaches to the pawn on d6. But his powerfully centralised pieces give White grounds for a queen sacrifice that sharply changes the character of the position:

19.♕xd5!?

In the event of the natural 19.♕h3 ♘xd4 (the pawn is poisoned: 19…♘xd6 20.♘c6 ♗xc6 (if 20…♕c7 21.♖xd5 exd5 22.♘e7+ ♔h8 23.♘f5 ♖fe8 24.♖f1, White gets two pieces for the rook, retaining the initiative, since now Black cannot play 24…♖ad8, because of 25.♗xd6 ♖xd6 26.♕g3+–) 21.♖xd6 ♕c7 22.♕g3 ♔h8 23.♖dxe6 ♕d7 24.♖d6 ♕b7 25.h4 – the opposite-coloured bishops help to develop the initiative) 20.♖xd4 ♖c8, the passed pawn on d6 is securely blockaded, and the game is roughly equal.

19…exd5 20.♘xf5

[image: images]

The pawn on d5 will not survive. White’s compensation consists not only in the fact that his passed pawn is well-supported, but also in the availability of secure outposts for his pieces. It is also important that Black’s major pieces are passive at the moment, and the white king has the safe h2-square, where he is protected from checks.

20…♖e8

The queen is a poor blockader, but there is no other choice. It made sense to blockade the passed pawn and open lines for the rooks: 20…♕d7! 21.♖xd5 a5!, with sufficient counterplay.

21.♘e7+ ♔f8

Possible was 21…♔h8 22.♖xd5 a5!, with mutual chances.

22.♖xd5 ♕d7 23.h3!

Very important prophylaxis. This not only ensures the king a bolthole, but also takes the g4-square from the black queen.

23…a6?

Passive and bad.

It was essential to ensure the safety of the kingside, by playing 23…f6 or 23…h6, with a defensible position. In this case White would concentrate on his passed pawn, trying to get his rook to c7 in favourable circumstances, or, over time, to transfer his knight to a favourable position. For example, via d5 to b6, with the aim of supporting the advance of the passed pawn.

[image: images]

24.♖h5!

Suddenly, there is trouble from where it was not expected. White does not put his rook on c7, but attacks the king.

24…f6

24…h6 25.♖xh6!+–.

25.♖xh7 ♖ad8

25…♔f7 26.♗h6+–.

26.♖e3!

White’s pieces cooperate excellently, and transferring yet another piece to the kingside decides the game.

26…♖c8 27.♘xc8 ♔g8

27…♖xe3 28.♖h8++–.

28.♘b6 ♕d8 29.♖xe8+ ♕xe8 30.d7 ♕d8 31.♖h5 g5

31…♕xb6 32.♖d5 ♕d8 33.♗c7+–.

32.♗e3 ♔g7 33.h4 ♔g6 34.♖xg5+

Black resigned.


358 ***

Garry Kasparov

2595

Josef Pribyl

2395

Skara tt 1980 (5)
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Usually in such positions, pawns are exchanged on d4, reducing the pressure down the c-file. Admittedly, thanks to his preponderance in the centre, White would have the advantage in this case too.

Passed pawn

16.d5!

Without worrying about the loss of the c3-pawn, the white d-pawn advances. An important point is that the pawn on c5 takes that square from its own knight.

16…♗xc3 17.♖ed1 exd5 18.exd5

A knight on the edge of the board stands badly

[image: images]

18…♗g7

Of course, the bishops wants to return home, but in this case, it was more important to solve the problem of the badly-placed piece, especially as this possibility will be lost when the white passed pawn advances: 18…♘c7!, getting the offside knight into the game at all costs.

19.d6 f6

[image: images]

20.d7!!

White’s sacrifice has a largely intuitive character, as calculating all possible variations is impossible.

20.♗f4 retains lasting compensation for the pawn.

20…fxg5

Black goes along with his opponent, whereas, as so often happens in such positions, the strongest continuation was to get his inactive piece into the game.

Methods of defence

The most complicated and interesting variations remained behind the scenes: 20…♖ad8! 21.♕c4+ ♔h8 22.♘e5


[image: images]

analysis diagram



22…fxg5! (22…fxe5 23.♗xd8 ♖xd8 24.♕e6 ♕c7 (24…♘c7 25.♕e7 ♕b8 26.♖b3 e4 27.♖e3 c4 28.♖xe4 c3 29.♖de1+–) 25.♖d6 (White probably has a decisive initiative after 25.♖b3 e4 26.♖h3 ♕e5 27.♕xg6 h6 28.g4 ♘c7 29.♖xh6+ ♗xh6 30.♕xh6+ ♔g8 31.♖d6 ♔f7 32.♕h7+ ♕g7 33.♕xe4) 25…♗f8 26.♕xe5+ ♔g8 27.♕e6+ ♔g7 (27…♔h8

Including inactive pieces in the attack


[image: images]

analysis diagram



28.♖e1!!+–) 28.♖bd1 ♗xd6 29.♖xd6 c4 (29…♘b8 30.♕e5+ ♔h6 31.♖xg6+ hxg6 32.♕xc7 ♖xd7 33.♕f4+ ♔g7 34.h4+–) 30.♕e7+ ♔g8 31.♖f6 ♕xd7 32.♖f8+ ♖xf8 33.♕xd7 – Black’s drawing chances are minimal) 23.♘f7+ ♖xf7 24.♕xf7 ♕c6 25.♖b3! ♕f6 (25…h5 26.♖e3 ♘c7 – 25…♘c7 26.♖e3 h5; 25…♘c7 26.♖e3 h5

The attack on the flank


[image: images]

analysis diagram



27.g4!! ♕a4 (White’s idea is revealed in the variation 27…hxg4 28.♖dd3, and Black is mated on h3. On 27…h4, there follows the brilliant prophylaxis

‘Quiet’ moves / prophylaxis in the middle of an attack


[image: images]

analysis diagram



28.h3!!, with numerous threats to strengthen the position further) 28.♖d6 ♕xg4+ (28…♕f4 29.♕xg6 ♖f8 (29…♕xg4+ 30.♖g3+–) 30.♖d2 ♗f6 31.h3!!+–) 29.♔f1 ♕f4 (29…♕f5 30.♕e7 ♕f8 31.♕xg5+–) 30.♕e7 ♖f8 31.f3+–) 26.♕e8+ ♕f8 27.♖e3 ♘c7 28.♖de1 ♗f6 (28…♘xe8 29.dxe8♕ ♗f6 30.♕a4[image: images]) 29.♕xf8+ ♖xf8 30.♖e8 ♔g7 31.♖c8 ♘d5! 32.♖d1 ♘c3 33.♖xf8 ♔xf8 34.d8+♕ ♗xd8 35.♖xd8+ ♔e7 36.♖h8 a5! 37.♖xh7+.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



The position is still double-edged, but from a practical point of view, White’s game is easier to play. In particular, Black already faces a difficult question, as to which side he should send his king. Even so, with correct play, the most likely result is a draw.

21.♕c4+ ♔h8 22.♘xg5 ♗f6 23.♘e6 ♘c7 24.♘xf8 ♖xf8 25.♖d6 ♗e7

25…♕a8/b8 26.♖bd1 ♕d8 (26…♗d8 27.♖e1! – White completely dominates the centre) 27.♖c6 ♗g7 28.♕e4!.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Black has no useful moves, whilst White is ready to play ♕e4-e3 and ♕e3-g3, driving the knight from c7 and getting his rook to c8.

The importance of the 7th rank

[image: images]

26.d8♕!

White parts with the pride of his position, so as to get his rooks to the seventh rank.

26…♗xd8

26…♖xd8 27.♖xd8+ ♗xd8 28.♕f7 ♕d5 29.♕xd5 ♘xd5 30.♖d1+–.

27.♕c3+ ♔g8 28.♖d7 ♗f6 29.♕c4+ ♔h8 30.♕f4 ♕a6

30…♗g7 31.♕xc7 ♕xc7 32.♖xc7 ♗d4 33.♖f1 a6 34.♖c6 b5 35.♖xa6 leads to a technically winning position.

31.♕h6

1-0


359 ***

Vasily Ivanchuk

2735

Alexei Shirov

2690

Wijk aan Zee 1996 (3)
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The position is from a then-popular variation of the Botvinnik System. White’s hopes are usually connected with breaking through with a rook on the e- or a-files, after an exchange of minor pieces on c5. The outside passed h-pawn is also an important trump, that is not easy to stop. But suddenly, like lightning from a clear sky, there comes a fantastic queen sacrifice:

21.♕g7!!

The two exclamation marks are not so much for the objective strength of the move as for the idea, which would simply not enter most players’ heads. As a rule, in a practical game, it is extremely hard for the defender to conduct the defence on a high level after such a surprise.

Even so, a relatively quiet path also leads to an advantage: 21.♘xc5 ♗xc5 22.♗xc5 (weaker is 22.♕g7 ♖hd8 23.♗xc5 ♕xc5 24.♗h3 ♔c7 25.♗xd7 ♖xd7 26.♕g5 ♔b6∞ – the d-pawn is ready to advance) 22…♕xc5 23.♖fe1 ♖hd8 24.♖e7 ♔c7 25.♖ae1 ♗c6


[image: images]

analysis diagram



26.h4! – a solid argument, thanks to which the advantage remains with White (it only helps Black’s king to support his pawns if White includes the moves 26.♕f4+ ♔b6∞, as in the game Kasimdzhanov-Ragger, Dresden ol 2008). 26…d4 (26…a5 27.h5 ♔b6 28.h6 c3 29.bxc3 bxc3 30.♕f4![image: images]) 27.♖1e5 ♕d6 28.♗xc6 ♔xc6 29.♖a5 ♔b6 30.♕h5 a6 31.♖a4→ – it is very difficult to find a draw for Black.

21…♗xg7 22.fxg7 ♖g8 23.♘xc5

[image: images]

23…d4

In head-spinning complications, Black departs from the correct path. On 23…♗c6?, there follows the simple 24.♘xd7 and 25.♖xa7 – White has a decisive attack.

If he closes the h3-c8 diagonal with the move 23…f5?!, this gives White an additional tempo to develop his attack on the queenside: 24.♖xa7! (less energetic is 24.♘xd7 ♕xd7 25.♗d4 ♖xg7∞) 24…♖gxg7 (24…♖dxg7 25.♖fa1+–) 25.♖fa1 c3 (25…♗c6 26.♘xd7 ♖xd7 27.♖7a6+–) 26.bxc3 bxc3 27.♗f1 ♕b2 (27…♕c6 28.♗a6 ♗xa6 29.♖7xa6+–) 28.♗d3[image: images] – White’s attack is very strong.

Black had to maintain approximate equality with 23…♖c7 24.♘xb7 ♖xb7 25.♖fd1 ♖d7 26.♗h3! (in the variation 26.♗d4 f5 27.h4 ♖gxg7 28.♗xg7 ♖xg7 29.♖xd5 ♕b6 30.♖xf5 c3 31.bxc3 b3, it is White who must think of maintaining the balance) 26…a5 27.♗d4 a4 28.♖e1 ♔c7 29.♗xd7 ♔xd7 30.h4 c3 31.bxc3 b3 32.h5 b2 33.h6 ♖e8 (33…bxa1♕ 34.♖xa1 ♕d3 35.♖xa4 should also lead to a draw) 34.h7 ♖xe1+ 35.♖xe1 b1♕ 36.g8♕ ♕xe1+ 37.♔h2 ♕bb1 38.♕xf7+ ♔c6 39.♕f6+ ♔d7 leads to a draw by perpetual check.

The most convincing defence is 23…♖xg7, and after 24.♗h3! f5! 25.♗xf5 ♖gf7 26.♗g4 ♖g7, the rook begins to chase the light-squared bishop. Taking on d7 is unfavourable for White, so he does best to agree to a draw by repetition.

24.♗xb7+ ♖xb7 25.♘xb7 ♕b6

25…♔xb7 26.♗xd4 a5 27.♖fe1+–. The passed pawn on g7 ensures White a decisive advantage.

26.♗xd4!!

Having given up his bishop with tempo, White brings his rook into the game with tempo, and regains the sacrificed knight.

26.♗f4 ♔xb7 27.♖fe1 could lead only to an unclear position.

26…♕xd4 27.♖fd1 ♕xb2

27…♕xd1+ 28.♖xd1 ♔xb7 29.♖d4 ♖xg7 30.♖xc4 a5 31.♖f4 (31.h4 ♔b6) 31…♔b6 32.h4 (32.♔f1) 32…♔b5


[image: images]

analysis diagram



33.♖f5+! (the tempting 33.b3 is a mistake, because of 33…a4! 34.♖f5+ ♔a6! 35.bxa4 ♖g6 36.a5 ♖g4, and Black should hold) 33…♔a4 34.♖f3 f5 35.♔g2+– – White gets his kingside pawns moving, and is ready to give up his rook for Black’s extra pawn on the queenside.

27…♕xg7 28.♖xa7 ♔b8 29.♖da1 ♖e8 (29…♕d4


[image: images]

analysis diagram



30.♘a5!! ♕c5 31.♖b7+ ♔c8 32.♖xf7+–) 30.♘d6 ♖e1+ 31.♖xe1 ♔xa7 32.♘xc4[image: images]. White puts his pawn on b3 and his rook on e3, with great chances to realise his advantage.

28.♘d6+ ♔b8 29.♖db1 ♕xg7

A) 29…♕c3 30.♖xa7! ♔xa7 (30…♖xg7 31.♖b7+ ♔a8 32.♖7xb4+–) 31.♘b5+ ♔a6 32.♘xc3 bxc3 33.♖b4!+–;

B) 29…♕d2 30.♘xc4 ♕c3 31.♖a4 b3 32.♘a5! ♔a8 (32…b2 33.♖b4+ ♔a8 34.♖4xb2+–) 33.♖a3! (33.♖xb3 ♕e1+ 34.♔g2 ♕d1!⇆) 33…♕xg7 34.♘c6 ♔b7 35.♘xa7+– – White adds the knight to the attack by his rooks, and the black king ends up in a mating net.

30.♖xb4+ ♔c7 31.♖a6! ♖b8 32.♖xa7+ ♔xd6 33.♖xb8 ♕g4 34.♖d8+ ♔c6 35.♖a1

There are no checks, and the c-pawn is stopped. Black resigned.

Additional material

Petrosian-Gligoric, Rovinj/Zagreb 1970

Anand-Radjabov, Dortmund 2003 – Black’s 22nd move





Chapter 57

The positional sacrifice

A positional sacrifice is one that does not lead to an attack on the king or to the regaining of material, but rather brings long-term positional pluses in return for the sacrificed material. A great master of this type of sacrifice was the 9th World Champion, Tigran Petrosian, for whom the positional exchange sacrifice was his visiting card.


360 *

Aivars Gipslis

Vladimir Simagin

Sverdlovsk 1957
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The main battle centers around the d5-square. If White manages to secure it, he will obtain the advantage. Black’s task is to create counterplay on the c-file, and carry out the freeing advance …d6-d5, or take control of the central squares.

16…♖xc3! 17.bxc3

White’s idea now is to play c3-c4, so as to keep the c2-pawn after the exchange on b5, and avoid Black’s creating a pair of central passed pawns.

On 17.♕xc3, there would follow the quiet 17…♗xe4 18.♕d2 d5, and in time, the black central pawns will start to advance.

17…♗xe4 18.♕e2 ♕c8 19.c4 bxc4

Black wants to retain control over the long diagonal, but there is also a good argument for taking another pawn close to the centre. Therefore, 19…♗xf5 was equally good, when White would have to lose a tempo defending against …♗f5-g4.

20.♗xc4 ♗b7 21.♗b3 d5 22.♗c1

White cannot break up the centre: 22.c4 d4 23.♗xd4 exd4 24.♕xe7 ♖e8, followed by 25…♖e2.

22…♗d6 23.♗b2

[image: images]

23…♗b8

The bishop moves away from the veiled threat on the d-file. At the same time, Black gets the potential possibility of playing …♕c8-c7, and then …e5-e4, forcing a weakening of the long diagonal with g2-g3. Having forced such a weakness, Black can then consider a possible sacrifice of his pawns with …d5-d4 and …e4-e3, completely clearing the long diagonal, followed by …♕c7-c6.

24.♖d3 d4 25.♖g3

Black is too strong in the centre, and White’s scattered forces cannot create any real threats on the kingside.

25…♖d8 26.♗c1 e4

Black’s central play is more important than White’s unprepared activity on the kingside.

27.♗f4 ♗xf4 28.♖xf4

[image: images]

28…♗d5

Another excellent possibility was 28…♕c5, further strengthening the position in the centre, and taking aim at the a3-pawn (currently, this is untouchable because of ♗b3xf7+).

29.♗xd5 ♖xd5 30.♖xe4

White goes into an endgame a pawn down, which he hopes to save. This does not succeed, but it is hard to recommend anything better – Black dominates and threatens to take on f5, as well as 30…♖c5.

30…♘xe4 31.♕xe4 ♕xf5 32.♕xf5 ♖xf5 33.♔g1 ♖c5 34.♖d3 ♖c4 35.♔f1 f5

As well as his extra pawns, Black has the more active rook, and this decides the game.

36.♖d2 ♔f7 37.♔e2 ♔e6 38.♔d1 ♔d5 39.♖e2 ♖a4 40.♖e7 g5 41.♖h7 ♖xa3 42.♖xh6 d3 43.cxd3 ♖a2 44.g3 ♔d4 45.♖f6 ♔xd3 46.♔e1 ♔e4 47.h4 g4 48.♔f1 ♔f3 49.♖xf5+ ♔xg3 50.h5 ♖a1+ 51.♔e2 a5 52.h6 ♖h1 53.♖f6 a4 54.♖a6 ♖h5 55.♔e3 ♔h2 56.♖g6 g3 57.♔f3 ♖h3

White resigned.


361 *

Alexei Dreev

2694

Alexander Riazantsev

2714

France tt 2012 (11)
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Naturally, the black knight would like to come to d5, but if it does so at once, he must reckon on the exchange on d5, creating a kingside pawn majority for White. There is also the idea of the bishop coming to g4, followed by the advance of the h-pawn. In both cases, White obtains counterplay. Therefore, Black goes in for a sacrifice, with the help of which he obtains an excellent post for his knight on d5, whilst also devaluing the white kingside pawn structure.

21…♖xf3! 22.gxf3 ♘d5 23.h4 ♖f8

Black will transfer his rook to f5, from where it both defends and attacks.

24.h5 gxh5 25.♔g2 b5 26.♖h1 ♖f5 27.f4 ♗f8 28.♖hd1 c6

The ♗g3 is terrible, and Black’s position is winning.

29.a4 a6 30.axb5 axb5 31.♖a1 ♕e7 32.♖a8 ♕b7 33.♖d8 ♔g7 34.♕e4 ♗e7 35.♖e8 ♔f7 36.♖h8 ♔g7 37.♖e8 ♔f7 38.♖h8 ♗f8 39.♖xh7+ ♗g7 40.♕f3 c5 41.♖d1 ♔g8 42.♖xg7+ ♔xg7 43.♔h2 ♕f7 44.♕g2 ♔h7 45.♖a1 h4 46.♗xh4 ♖h5 47.♕e4+ ♕g6 48.♖a7+ ♔h6 49.♕xg6+ ♔xg6 50.♔g3 ♘xc3 51.♖e7 ♘e2+ 52.♔g4 ♖xh4+ 53.♔xh4 ♘d4 54.♖c7 c3 55.♖xc5 c2

White resigned.


362 **

Alexander Kotov

Svetozar Gligoric

Zurich ct 1953 (25)

[image: images]



White plans to castle queenside and play g2-g4, so as to get control of the square e4, and is prepared to sacrifice a pawn to achieve this. Correspondingly, Black does not want to allow this in any circumstances, and he plays a positional sacrifice, getting in return the e5-square.

11…e4! 12.fxe4 f4

Black’s play here is typical for the King’s Indian Defence.

13.♗f2 ♘d7 14.♘g1

The white knight heads to f3, to fight for the e5-square.

14…♕g5 15.♗f1 ♘e5 16.♘f3 ♕e7 17.♘xe5

On 17.0-0-0, there could follow 17…♘g4, beginning to hunt down White’s important dark-squared bishop.

17…♕xe5 18.0-0-0 ♘f6 19.h3 ♗d7 20.♗d3 a6 21.♘b1

The first white knight on f3 has been exchanged, and now he directs his other knight there. The idea is positionally correct, but slow.

Equally logical seems 21.a4!?, trying to preventing the advance …b7-b5. But Black has no other way to develop his initiative, and after 21…b5 22.cxb5 axb5 23.axb5 ♖fb8! with the idea of …♘f6-e8-c7, the position has a doubled-edged character.

[image: images]

21…f3?!

An interesting, but extremely risky idea. Now, the white knight will no longer have the f3-square, but in return he has the g-file, along which he can develop serious counterplay.

After the more natural 21…♘h5 22.♘d2 ♗a4! 23.b3 (23.♘b3 b5 leaves the initiative with Black) 23…♕a1+ 24.♕b1 ♕c3+ 25.♕c2 ♕a1+, the battle ends in a repetition of moves.

22.gxf3 ♘h5

[image: images]

23.♘d2?

He should not have been tied down to the f3-pawn, when his pieces are totally passive.

Much stronger is 23.♗e1! ♖xf3 24.♖g1, preparing the transfer of the bishop to c3. In this case, White can seize the initiative, and force Black to regret his provocative opening of the g-file.

23…♘f4 24.♗f1 b5 25.h4 ♔h8

Black plays two pawns down, as if nothing were amiss.

26.♖g1 ♗f6

The bishop moves away from the opposition of the ♖g1, just in case – there was no direct action possible anyway.

27.♘b3 ♖ab8 28.♗e1 b4 29.♔b1 ♖a8

[image: images]

30.♗g3

Stronger was 30.♕h2 ♖g8 (30…a5 31.♗g3 ♗g7 32.♘c1 is completely bad – there is no defence against the blockade-lifting ♘c1-d3) 31.♖xg8+ ♖xg8 32.♖d2. White threatens to untangle his position, by transferring the knight via c1 to d3, or with the help of ♗e1-g3. Black’s compensation looks insufficient.

30…♖g8 31.♕h2 ♖xg3 32.♖xg3 ♘e2 33.♕xe2 ♕xg3 34.♘c1 a5 35.♘d3 ♗d4 36.h5 ♕h4 37.♗g2 ♖g8 38.♖h1

38.f4 looks attractive, trying to play e4-e5. Then the battle could develop roughly as follows: 38…♗g4 39.♗f3 ♗xf3 40.♕xf3 ♖g3 41.♕e2 ♕h3 42.♕c2 ♖g2 43.♕b3 ♕d7 44.a4 ♕h3 45.♔a2 ♕xh5, with compensation for Black.

38…♕g3 39.♗f1 a4 40.♔c2 a3 41.b3

The players agreed a draw, because of the repetition of moves occurring after 41…♖f8 42.♗g2 ♖g8 43.♗f1.


363 **

Herman Pilnik

Efim Geller

Gothenburg izt 1955 (15)
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With the help of a typical positional pawn sacrifice, Black obtains a magnificent outpost in the centre, whilst the white bishop on c2, being so badly restricted, is very bad.

22…e4! 23.♗xf6

No better was 23.fxe4 ♗xc3 24.bxc3 f4.

23…♕xf6 24.fxe4 f4 25.♖f2 ♘e5 26.♖df1 ♕h4 27.♗d1 ♖f7

Under the cover of the ♘e5, Black quietly prepares a decisive attack. White has nothing with which to oppose it.

28.♕c2 g5 29.♕c3 ♖af8 30.h3 h5 31.♗e2

White is suffering, so he might as well have something to suffer for! More practical chances were offered by 31.♗xa4, although after 31…g4 (Black also has a dangerous attack after 31…f3) 32.♗d1 ♔h7!, with the threat of 33…f3, Black should win in any case.

31…g4 32.♖xf4 ♖xf4 33.♖xf4 ♖xf4 34.g3 ♘f3+ 35.♔f2 ♕xh3 36.gxf4 g3+ 37.♔xf3 g2+ 38.♔f2 ♕h2

0-1


364 ***

Jonny Hector

2592

Andrei Volokitin

2661

Germany Bundesliga 2010/11 (14)
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One quite often sees positional sacrifices in the opening stage. Usually, after such sacrifices, one gets a tense, interesting and non-standard struggle. This is one example. We have a popular variation of the Najdorf Sicilian. With his last move, Black decided to develop his ♗f8 on g7, and so played …g7-g5.

12.fxg6! ♗g4

The continuation 12…fxg6 13.♘d5 ♘xd5 (on 13…♗g7, there follows a sudden queen trap in the centre after 14.b4+–) 14.exd5 ♗g7 15.♘b3 ♕b4 16.♗d3 leads to White’s advantage.

13.gxf7+ ♔xf7 14.♕d3 ♗xd1 15.♘xd1!

For the sacrificed exchange, White has a pawn. Black’s king is insecure, and his light squares weak.

15…e6

Black has created an object of attack – the pawn on e6.

Maybe in later games, Black will look into 15…♗g7!? 16.g3 (16.♕b3+ d5! 17.♘f5 ♘xe4 18.♗d3 ♘f6 19.♖e1 ♖he8 20.♘h4 ♔g8 21.♗g6 e6∞) 16…♘xe4 17.♕xe4 ♕xd4 18.♗c4+ ♔e8 19.♕xb7 ♕a7 20.♕e4∞. Black’s position is dangerous, but he is probably holding.

16.g3 ♗g7

Nothing was changed by 16…♖e8 17.♗h3! ♗g7 18.♖f1, transposing into the main line.

17.♗h3 ♖ae8 18.♖f1 ♖e7 19.♘e3 ♖he8 20.♘g2 ♕e5 21.♘f4 ♕xe4 22.♕xe4 ♘xe4 23.♗xe6+ ♖xe6 24.♘fxe6+ ♗f6 25.♖f4

Even stronger was 25.♘c7! ♖e5 26.♖f4 ♔g6 27.♘f3 ♖f5 28.♖xf5 ♔xf5 29.♘d5 ♔g4 30.♘xf6+

A) The pawn endgame is probably lost after 30…♔xf3 31.♘xe4 ♔xe4 32.♔d2 ♔f3 33.c4 ♔g2? (33…h5 34.♔e1 ♔g2 35.b4 ♔xh2 36.♔f2+–; a study-like save – if one exists – could be sought after 33…a5! 34.b3 h5 35.♔d3 ♔g2 36.♔e3 ♔xh2 37.♔f4 ♔g2 38.g4! h4 (38…hxg4 39.♔xg4+–) 39.g5 h3 40.g6 h2 41.g7 h1♕ 42.g8+♕[image: images]) 34.♔e3 ♔xh2 35.♔f3 h5 36.g4!+–)

B) 30… ♘xf6 31.♘g1[image: images] – White has a healthy extra pawn.

25…♘c5 26.♘xc5 dxc5 27.♘f3 ♖e2 28.♔d1 ♖g2 29.a4 ♔e7 30.b4!

White has the advantage, which he conducted to victory.


365 ***

Bent Larsen

Tigran Petrosian

Havana ol 1966
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Black has played the opening badly and has a cramped position, as well as being behind in development. He has to take a difficult decision, not solving his problems entirely, but changing the character of the position, to a double-edged one:

14…♖xe5!

Completely bad is 14…♕e6 15.♘g4 ♕f7 16.♕xf7+ ♔xf7 17.f4, followed by f4-f5 – Black’s minor pieces lack squares;

The natural course of the game looks something like this: 14…♖e7 15.♘g4 ♘b6 16.a3 a5 17.b3 ♗e6 18.♘e3. Now, White has many ideas. For example, he can begin the advance of his b-pawn or simply play ♘e3-f5, exchanging the knight for another black bishop.

15.dxe5 fxe5

[image: images]

16.♖fe1

Strong was 16.f3!, fixing the pawn on e5, a vulnerable square for Black. Then, there could follow 16…♘f6 17.♕g5 c5 18.b3 ♘e6 19.♕e3 ♘d8 20.♖ae1 ♘f7 – White has the advantage, but by holding the centre, Black gets counterchances.

16…e4 17.♗f1 ♘f6 18.♕h4 ♗f5

By seizing space, Black forces White onto the defensive, although in a position that could still open up, the extra exchange is still felt.

19.♕g3 ♕e7 20.c3 ♘e6 21.♗e3 ♘g4 22.h3 ♘xe3 23.♖xe3 ♖f8

[image: images]

Now, White does not have the advantage of the two bishops!

24.♕e5

The move 24.f3! better answers the demands of the position. White opens lines for his pieces, which currently lack breathing-space.

24…♗g6

Starting a series of manoeuvres.

25.♖d1 ♕f7 26.♖d2 ♘f4 27.b4 h6 28.a4 ♗h7

It was better to put the king here: 28…♔h7!.

[image: images]

29.♕d4

Having missed a chance a few moves back to break up Black’s kingside pawn structure, here he had a chance to do the same on the queenside: 29.b5!, and the ♗h7 finds itself a long way from the centre of events.

29…b6 30.♖e1 ♕c7 31.♕e3 c5 32.bxc5 bxc5 33.g3

Instead of this weakening of the light squares, it was better to occupy the open file: 33.♖b2, or 33.♖b1.

33…♘d3 34.♗xd3 exd3 35.♕e6+

35.♖xd3 ♗xd3 36.♕xd3 allows simplifications, leading to a draw.

35…♕f7 36.♕xf7+ ♔xf7 37.♖b2 c4

[image: images]

38.f3?

38.♖b7+ ♔f6 39.♖d7 retains good chances of a successful defence.

38…d4

Now, the black pawns are unstoppable.

39.♖c1 ♔e6 40.♔f2 ♗e4 41.f4 ♖e8 42.g4 ♗c6 43.♖e1+ ♔d5 44.♖xe8 ♗xe8 45.cxd4 c3 46.♖b8 d2 47.♖d8+ ♔c4 48.♖c8+ ♔d3

0-1


366 ***

Rustam Kasimdzhanov

2672

Evgeny Alekseev

2715

Elista 2008 (4)
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If the knight moves from c6, White plays c3-c4, obtaining a protected passed pawn. Admittedly, his bishops (especially the light-squared one) are blocked by the pawns, and so Black still has counterplay. However, a stronger idea had been found in home preparation:

15…♖xd5! 16.♗xd5 ♘xd5

The white pawns on c3 and e3 are very passive, and they become objects of attack if they advance. Black wants to put his pawns on dark squares, so as to restrict further the ♗b2, whilst his pieces will fight in the main for the light squares. In such a closed position, where there are few open lines for the rooks, one pawn is often sufficient compensation for the exchange.

17.♖fd1 ♘b6 18.a4

White tries to activate his queenside.

Another possibility was 18.e4 ♗e6 19.♘d2, with the idea of later transferring the knight via f1 to e3. In this case, a difficult positional battle lies ahead, in which Black’s chances look no worse.

18…a6

Useful prophylaxis. Black does not want to allow the white pawn to reach a6 with tempo, and the b5-square is also taken away from the white queen, just in case.

19.c4?!

This allows his pawns to be fixed on squares where they become objects of attack. At the same time, White cannot create active counterplay.

Correct was 19.a5! ♘d7, and only now 20.c4. Then, there could follow 20…♘f6 (bad is 20…♘xa5? 21.e4 ♗e6 22.♘xe5, whilst 20…e4 21.♘h4 ♗e6 22.♕c2 f5 23.f4 is risky – the weakness of the long diagonal could be felt) 21.♗c3 ♘e4, with a complicated positional battle.

[image: images]

19…a5!

A magnificent positional decision! As well as fixing the pawn on a4, Black gets the b4-square for the knight.

20.♗c3 f6! 21.♘d2 ♘b4 22.♗xb4 cxb4 23.♖dc1

A chance of activity was given by 23.c5, although after 23…♘d5 24.♖ac1 ♘c3 25.♖xc3 bxc3 26.♕c4+ ♔f8 27.♕xc3 ♖d8, White has to think about equalising.

23…♖d8 24.c5 ♗d3 25.♕e1 ♘d5 26.♘b3

[image: images]

26…h6!

Giving the king h7, in case of necessity.

27.♖a2 e4 28.♖aa1

[image: images]

28…♖a8

The rook goes to the defence of the a5-pawn, to free the queen. However, it is passive there and White gets a tactical chance.

Stronger was 28…♘e7!, directing the knight to c6. On this square, the knight not only defends the a5-pawn, but also blockades the c5-pawn, and prevents the white knight coming to d4.

29.♘d4

White misses the chance of 29.c6! bxc6 30.♖c5 ♘c3 31.♖xc3 bxc3 32.♕xc3, with equality.

29…♖c8 30.♕d2

Here too, 30.c6! allows White to equalise.

30…♔h7 31.f4

It is later, but 31.c6! was still essential here.

31…♘c3 32.♘b3

More tenacious is 32.♖xc3 bxc3 33.♕xc3 ♕xc5 34.♕xc5 ♖xc5 35.♘b3.

32…♘e2+ 33.♔f2 ♘xc1 34.♖xc1 ♕d7

White resigned.


367 ***

Anish Giri

2714

Levon Aronian

2805

Wijk aan Zee 2012 (10)
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One of the most memorable games of 2012 was that in which Levon Aronian played in the style of his great predecessor, Tigran Petrosian.

13…♖xf3!

The basis for this exchange sacrifice is simple. The powerful bishop is eliminated, and the f3-square becomes vulnerable. After the bishop appears on c6 and the rook on the f-file, it will not be easy for White to defend his weak pawns on the kingside. And exploiting the extra exchange is difficult, because there are simply no open files.

14.gxf3 ♗d6

Possibly more accurate was 14…♗c6!?, not allowing the white queen to e4: 15.e4 (15.♘e4 ♕f8 16.♘d2 ♗b4! is dangerous for White) 15…♗d6 16.♗xd6 cxd6 17.♕e2 ♕f6 18.♖ad1 ♖f8 19.d5 exd5 20.exd5 ♗d7 21.♖fe1 h6, with a complicated position, in which Black’s chances are preferable.

[image: images]

15.♕e4

Maybe it was already time for White to play to equalise: 15.♗xd6! cxd6 16.♕e4 ♕f6 (16…♖b8 17.f4!; 16…♕c8 17.♕g4 h6 18.♕g3!) 17.♕xb7 ♖c8 18.♕xa7 ♕xf3 19.♕xb6 ♕g4+, with a probable perpetual check.

15…♗c6 16.♕g4 ♕e7 17.♗xd6

A) 17.f4 gxf4 18.exf4 ♗xe5 19.fxe5 ♖f8[image: images];

B) 17.♘e4 ♗xe5 18.dxe5 h6 19.♖ad1 ♖f8 20.♖d4 ♗d5[image: images].

17…cxd6 18.♘e4 h6 19.♕g3 d5 20.♘c3

White has managed temporarily to block the ♗c6, at the cost of several tempi. But he cannot get rid of the weaknesses on the kingside.

20…♖f8 21.♘e2

[image: images]

With the idea of trying to eliminate the consequences of the exchange sacrifice by playing f3-f4, and thus getting rid of the f3-pawn.

21…♖f5

Exploiting the white queen’s being busy on the kingside, it was possible to look for weaknesses on the other wing: 21…♕b4 22.♖ab1 ♗e8! 23.♕e5 ♗g6 24.♕xe6+ ♔h7[image: images].

22.♔g2

The continuation 22.f4 gxf4 23.exf4 ♘d7 can hardly satisfy White – the f4-pawn will be hard to defend.

On 22.♔h1, preparing f3-f4 in a good version, there follows 22…♕b4! 23.♖ab1 ♗a4 24.♖fc1 ♕d2 25.♘c3 ♗c2 26.♖a1 ♘d7[image: images].

22…♘d7 23.♖h1

[image: images]

23…♘f8!

A very strong manoeuvre! The knight is heading for h4, and White’s problems are probably already too great to be solved.

24.h4 ♘g6 25.f4 ♘xh4+!

The continuation 25…gxf4 26.♘xf4 ♘xf4+ 27.exf4 ♕f6 28.♖ad1 ♖xf4 also gives Black a large advantage, but there is no point in his making unnecessary exchanges.

26.♔f1 ♕b4 27.♖b1

[image: images]

27…♗e8

He could win at once with 27…♕d2 28.♘c3 ♗a4!.

28.♘c3 ♕e7 29.b4

It is hard to give good advice in such a position: 29.♖d1 ♗h5 30.♖c1 ♖f8 31.♕h3 ♗g6–+.

29…♖f8 30.♖b2 ♗g6 31.♔e1 ♗d3 32.fxg5 ♘f3+

32…hxg5 33.f4 ♘f5 34.♕xg5 ♕xg5 35.fxg5 ♘xe3 36.♖bh2 ♖f3 37.♘b5 ♔f7.

33.♔d1 hxg5

[image: images]

Complete domination – the white rooks cannot do anything at all.

34.♕h3 ♕f6 35.♔c1 ♗g6 36.a4 ♖d8 37.♘e2

[image: images]

37…e5!

Putting the finishing touch.

38.♕g4 exd4 39.exd4 ♖e8 40.♕d7 c3 41.♖a2

41.♖c2 ♖d8 42.♕h3 ♗xc2 43.♔xc2 ♖e8 44.♕h8+ ♔f7 45.♕h5+ ♔f8 46.♕h8+ ♔e7 47.♕h7 ♔d8 48.♘xc3 ♘xd4+ – White can resign.

[image: images]

41…♘e1!

A strong reply, although after 41…♘d2 42.♘xc3 ♘b3+ 43.♔b2 ♘xd4, Black also has a decisive attack.

42.♖xe1 ♕f4+ 43.♔d1 ♕e4!

White resigned. There could follow 44.♕xe8+ ♗xe8 45.♘xc3 ♕d3+ 46.♖d2 ♗h5+–+.

Additional material

Tal-Petrosian, Riga 1958

Petrosian-Gligoric, Varna 1962

Portisch-Petrosian, San Antonio 1972

Polugaevsky-Petrosian, Moscow 1983

Nikolaevsky-Geller, Tbilisi 1966/67 – Black’s 19th move

Martin Gonzales-Dolmatov, Barcelona 1983

Kupreichik-Jussupow, Vilnius 1980/81 – Black’s 14th move

Dolmatov-Jussupow, Wijk aan Zee match/1 1991 – Black’s 30th move

Jussupow-Dolmatov, Wijk aan Zee match/6 1991

Petrosian-Rashkovsky, Moscow 1976 – White’s 16th move

Petrosian-Nunn, Hastings 1977/78 – White’s 16th move

Karpov-Kasparov, New York Wch match/11 1990 – Black’s 13th move





Chapter 58

Positions with non-standard material balance

Here, we delve a little bit in fairy tales. Positions with non-standard material relations are relatively rare in games of top players. Exchanges of identical pieces for one another occur much more frequently in practice. But there are rare exceptions, when we see positions with unusual material relations, and these often involve a battle between a queen and assorted other pieces.


368 *

Mikhail Tal

Mikhail Botvinnik

Moscow Wch match 1960 (7)
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26.♖xd7+!

With the help of a tactical operation, White simplifies the position, and even obtains some material advantage.

In a ‘normal’ course of events (26.♘xf6 ♘xf6), Black retains a slight advantage, due to White’s weak pawn structure on the queenside.

26…♘xd7 27.♖xd7+ ♔xd7 28.♘f6+ ♔d6 29.♘xg8

Although White has obtained two knights for the black rook, his knights are positioned on the edge of the board. Black can attack the weak white pawns on the queenside. The position remains double-edged.

29…♖c5 30.♘h6 f6 31.♘g4 ♗xc2 32.♘xf6 ♗xb3

It was worth considering 32…♗f5!?∞, limiting the ♘f6.

33.axb3 ♖b5 34.♘xg5

[image: images]

34…♖xb3?

Black was counting on the fact that the short-range knights find it difficult to fight against an outside passed pawn. But Black had missed something in his calculation of concrete variations.

Correct was 34…♔e5! 35.♘fe4 ♖xb3 36.♘f3+ ♔d5 37.♘f6+ ♔d6, which allows Black to continue the battle, probably with a drawn outcome.

35.f4 ♖b1+

In this case, general considerations give way to concrete realities. After 35…b5 36.♘fe4+ ♔d5 37.f5, the pawn cannot be prevented from reaching f7, ensuring the win: 37…♖a3 38.f6 ♖a8 39.f7 ♔e5 40.♘c5 b4 41.♘ge6 b3 42.f8♕ ♖xf8+ 43.♘xf8 b2 44.♘d3++–.

36.♔e2 ♖b2+ 37.♔f3 ♖b3+ 38.♔g4 ♖b2 39.g3 b5 40.♘fe4+ ♔d5 41.f5 b4 42.f6 ♖a2 43.f7 ♖a8 44.♘h7 b3 45.♘d2 b2 46.♔f3 ♔d4 47.♔e2 c5 48.f8♕ ♖xf8 49.♘xf8 c4 50.♘e6+ ♔d5 51.♘f4+ ♔d4 52.♘b1

1-0


369 **

Konstantin Landa

2639

Predrag Nikolic

2636

Belgium tt 2011/12 (9)
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18.♗xg5!

Otherwise, it is hard to show an advantage for White.

18…hxg5 19.♘xg5 ♗xd5

Forced.

20.♘xf7 ♗xf7

Thus, we have an unusual material balance on the board. White has queen and two pawns for three minor pieces. If the black king were not exposed, the position would be unclear.

21.♕e3 ♔h7!

A strong move – Black prevents the queen appearing on the kingside.

22.♕f4

Unclear was 22.♕g5 ♘e5 23.♕xf5+ – see the note to White’s 23rd move.

22…♘e5 23.♖ae1

The continuation 23.♕xf5+ ♗g6 24.♕h3+ ♔g7 25.♖ae1 ♖ae8 26.♔h1 ♖f3!? leads to a position where it is far from obvious that White has any advantage. Black’s pieces are very active.

23…♖ae8 24.♖e3!

White finds a manoeuvre that allows him to cover the kingside light squares, and prepare the advance of his pawns on the queenside.

24…♗b6 25.♖c3!

In a surprising way, the ♖c3 becomes the key piece in the position. It is hard for Black to create counterplay.

25…♔g7 26.♔g2

26.b4!? was worth serious attention, trying to close the dark-squared bishop: 26…♘g6 27.♕c1! (but not 27.♕xd6 ♖d8–+) 27…♗d4 28.♖d3, and now not 28…♖e4? 29.♖xd4 ♖xd4 30.♕c3+–.

26…♗e6

[image: images]

27.h4?

In positions with unusual material balances, the usual contours are lost, and the player often has to find moves ‘blindfold’, without the customary indications. Correct was to activate the rook from the f1-square: 27.♖d1! ♗c5 28.b4! ♗xb4 29.♖b3 a5 30.a3 ♗c5 31.♕g5+ ♔h7 32.♖xb7+ ♖f7 33.♖xf7+ ♘xf7 34.♕f6 ♔g8. Only now, after the exchanges, when the black pieces can no longer organise an attack, is it time to advance White’s main trump: 35.h4+–.

27…♖f6 28.h5

An unobvious line was 28.b4 ♗d7 29.c5 ♗c6+ 30.♔h3 dxc5 31.bxc5 ♘g6∞.

28…♗d7! 29.b4 ♗c6+ 30.f3 ♘g4

The black pieces are starting to work in coordination with one another. The position has become unclear.

31.c5 ♖e2+

Interesting variations, although in White’s favour, arise after 31…dxc5 32.bxc5 ♗a5 33.♖d3 ♗b5 34.fxg4 ♗xd3 35.♖d1 ♗e4+ 36.♔g1 ♖f7 37.gxf5! ♗xf5 38.h6+ ♔g8 (38…♔h7 39.♖d7! ♖xd7 40.♕xf5++–) 39.♕a4 ♖e2 40.♕b5! (40.♕xa5 ♗e4=) 40…♖e3 (40…♖xa2 41.♕e8+ ♖f8 42.h7+ ♗xh7 43.♕e6++–) 41.♕xa5 ♖xg3+ 42.♔f2[image: images].

32.♔g1 dxc5 33.bxc5 ♗a5 34.♖d3 ♘e5 35.♕g5+ ♔f7 36.h6

A transformation that deserves detailed attention occurs after 36.♖e3 ♗d2 37.♕xf6+ ♔xf6 38.♖xe2 ♗c3 (not 38…♗b4 39.♔g2 ♗xc5? 40.♖xe5! ♔xe5 41.h6 ♔f6 42.♖h1, and the pawn unexpectedly queens) 39.♔g2 ♔g5∞.

[image: images]

36…♘xd3?

In time trouble, Black goes wrong.

Correct was 36…♖xh6! 37.♕xh6 ♘xd3 38.♕h7+ ♔f6 39.g4 (39.♕h8+ ♔f7 40.♕h7+ ♔f6=) 39…♘e5! 40.♕h6+ (40.♕xf5+ ♔g7 41.♖f2 ♖e1+ 42.♔h2 ♘g6! – the activity of the black pieces suffices for equality) 40…♔f7 41.g5 ♘xf3+ 42.♖xf3 ♗xf3 43.♕f6+ ♔e8 44.♕g6+ ♔e7 45.♕f6+ (45.♕xf5 ♖g2+ 46.♔f1 ♗c6 47.♕f6+ ♔e8 48.g6 ♗c3 49.♕xc3 ♖xg6=) 45…♔e8, and despite the scattered black pieces, the white queen has no way to profit.

37.♕g7+ ♔e6 38.h7 ♗b4 39.h8♕ ♗xc5+ 40.♔h1 ♗e7

[image: images]

We have a far from standard balance of forces, to say the least. White’s two queens are opposed by an entire black army: rook, two bishops and knight.

41.♕hh7

One must be a bloodless computer to move the pawn in front of the king in such a position: 41.g4. Even so, this move is the quickest way to win: 41…♔d7 (41…fxg4 42.♕xg4+ ♔d6 43.♕d4+ ♔c7 44.♕xd3+–) 42.♕hh7 ♖d6 43.gxf5+–.

The continuation 41.♕hg8+!? ♔d7 42.♕8h7 ♔d6 leads to a position from the game.

41…♔d6 42.♕h4 f4! 43.gxf4 ♖ee6 44.♕gh7 ♘xf4 45.♖d1+

White brings up his last reserves with check, and is first to begin an attack on the king.

45…♘d5 46.♕g3+ ♔d7 47.♕g5 ♔c7 48.♖xd5!

Simplifying the position.

48…♖h6+ 49.♕gxh6 ♖xh6+ 50.♕xh6 ♗xd5 51.♕c1+ ♔d7 52.♔g2 ♗d6

52…♗xa2 53.♕d2++–.

53.♕d2 ♔c6 54.♕a5!

On this square, the white queen completely deprives Black of counterplay on the queenside – he cannot advance his pawns.

54…a6 55.♔f2 ♗c4 56.♔e3

The white king helps the f-pawn advance, and Black is defenceless.

56…♗c5+ 57.♔e4 ♗d5+ 58.♔f4 ♗d6+ 59.♔g4 ♗c4 60.f4 b6 61.♕a4+ ♔d5 62.f5 ♗e5 63.♔g5

Black resigned.
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1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.♘f3 ♘f6 4.♘c3 e6 5.e3 ♘bd7 6.♕c2 ♗d6 7.♗d3 0-0 8.0-0 dxc4 9.♗xc4 e5 10.♗d2 ♕e7 11.♗b3 e4 12.♘g5 ♗xh2+ 13.♔xh2 ♘g4+ 14.♔g1 ♕xg5 15.♕xe4 ♘df6 16.♕f4 ♕h4 17.f3 g5

[image: images]

White notices that Black’s last move has sharply weakened the f-file, and he exploits this with a queen sacrifice:

18.♕d6!

18.♗e1 ♕h6 19.♕c7 ♘xe3 20.♖f2 ♗e6 leads to a double-edged and roughly equal battle.

18…♘e8 19.♕xf8+!

The point of White’s idea! Otherwise, he remains a pawn down after 19.♗e1 ♘xd6 20.♗xh4 ♘xe3 21.♖fe1 ♘xg2 22.♔xg2 gxh4, which was obviously not in his plans.

19…♔xf8 20.fxg4 f6

20…♘d6 21.♖f6 ♔e7 (21…♗e6 22.♗xe6 ♔e7 23.♗e1+–) 22.♖af1 ♕xg4 23.♗e1+– – the black queen is completely blocked.

21.♘e4 ♔g7

21…f5 22.♗d1! ♔g7 23.♗e1 ♕h6 24.gxf5 g4 25.♖f4! ♗xf5 26.♘g3+–.

[image: images]

22.♗d1!

White had calculated this far when sacrificing the queen. The intuitive assessment was that the pressure on the f-file, plus the pawn on g4, ensuring squares for the knight on f5 and h5, should represent powerful compensation for the queen. As it turned out, defending such a position in a practical game is very difficult!

22…♗e6

Black should have played a counter-sacrifice: 22…♗xg4! 23.♗e1 ♕h5 24.♘g3 ♗xd1 25.♘xh5+ ♗xh5. Black maintains a blockade on the light squares, thanks to which he should not lose. An important point is that he can answer 26.e4 with 26…♗e2! 27.♖f2 ♗d3 28.e5 f5!, with a double-edged game.

23.♗e1 ♕h6 24.♗c3 ♕g6

If 24…♕h4, preventing the transfer of the knight to g3, then instead of repeating moves, White can choose to strengthen the position with 25.♖c1!, creating the threat of 26.d5!.

25.♘g3 ♕d3

The queen tries to stir up trouble in White’s camp, but this does not happen, because White’s pieces are too well-coordinated.

On 25…♖d8, there follows 26.e4, continuing to strengthen the centre.

[image: images]

26.♔h2!

The king moves away from a check on e3, thereby indirectly defending the central pawn.

26…♖d8

He cannot gorge himself: 26…♕xe3? 27.♖f3, and the queen is trapped in mid-board!

27.♗e2

Also interesting is 27.e4!?, sending the enemy queen to the queenside.

27…♕g6 28.e4 ♔g8 29.♖f2 ♘d6?

This first active move proves to be his last.

It was essential to be patient, and choose a move such as 29…♖d7 30.♖af1 ♖f7, after which White has a rich choice. For example, the prophylactic 31.a3 or 31.a4 are good. Later, it is also useful to put the king back on g1, after which White can start the assault. One of his ideas is ♘g3-f5, and then ♗e2-d3 and e4-e5, but there are also other possibilities.

[image: images]

30.d5! ♕h6+

He also loses after 30…cxd5 31.exd5! (after 31.♖xf6 ♕e8 32.exd5 ♗xd5 33.♖d1 ♘f7, Black can still defend) 31…♗xd5 (31…♗c8 32.♖xf6 ♕e8 33.♖e1+–) 32.♖d1 ♘e4 33.♖f5 – Black loses the bishop.

31.♔g1 ♕h4 32.dxe6 ♕xg3 33.♖d1 ♔f8 34.♖d3

The queen is trapped anyway, and Black resigned.
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Black has played the opening badly, and fallen into a cramped position. White’s plan is to play b2-b3 and c2-c4, and exchange knights on b6. After that, Black will be completely deprived of counterplay. To change the character of the position, he has to settle on a positional queen sacrifice:

18…♕xa5!?

It seems to me that Black’s decision is not one-sided, and might prove to be mistaken after deep research But I have never seen such an idea anywhere else, and it produces a certain creative satisfaction, in any event.

19.♘b6 ♕xb6

It is very important to deprive White of his dark-squared bishop, especially with the e3- and f4- squares weakened, as these are the squares of which the black knight dreams! However, these hopes look a little exaggerated for the moment. One must understand that the sacrifice has a kind of forced and defensive character, but whilst counting on potential counterplay.

After 19…♕h5 20.♘xc8 ♖xc8, Black has sacrificed less material, but has obtained no compensation for it.

20.♗xb6 ♘xb6

Black’s pieces are like a coiled spring, ready to unwind at a later moment. At the same time, an important element is the complete elimination of even a potential weakness in his camp, which means that White has nothing to fasten onto. From White’s side, his best plan is to prepare a counter-sacrifice of the exchange on d6, returning part of his extra material, to try to create some object of attack in Black’s camp.

21.♕d4 ♘d7 22.♔h1 ♗b5 23.♖d2 ♖c7 24.♖ad1

It was worth considering 24.b3, followed by c2-c4.

24…♖fc8 25.c3 ♘c5 26.♕e3 ♗a4 27.♖f1

Stronger was 27.♖xd6! ♗xd1 28.♖xd1 b5. Black’s plan is to advance …b5-b4, obtaining counterplay on the dark squares. White undoubtedly retains the advantage, but it is far from easy to break into Black’s position.

27…♘b3 28.♖dd1

[image: images]

28…♘a5!

Black spots a promising regrouping on the queenside.

29.♖a1 ♘c4 30.♕f2 ♗b3

Over the last few moves, Black has made noticeable progress, entrenching his pieces on good squares. As well as the break …d6-d5, there are ideas of advancing the queenside pawns or transferring the rook via c5 to b5, taking aim at the b2-pawn.

31.♗f3

White’s idea consists of the exchange of light-squared bishops via d1, but Black finds an excellent resource:

31…d5! 32.exd5 ♗c5 33.♕e1 exd5

Now, Black cannot be stopped from entrenching his knight on e3, and he begins to feel confident.

34.♖f2

Taking the pawn is risky: 34.♗xd5 ♖e7 35.♕b1 ♖d8 – the black pieces are very active.

[image: images]

34…♖e7!

If Black is tempted to regain part of his sacrificed material, then after 34…♗xf2 35.♕xf2 ♖d8 36.♖e1, White would again obtain the advantage.

35.♖e2 ♘e3 36.♕d2 ♖ce8

White has no plan, but it is also hard for Black to become active.

37.♖ee1 ♔f8 38.♖e2 ♗c4 39.♖ee1 ♗b3 40.♕c1 g6 41.♖e2 h5 42.♕d2 ♗c4 43.♖ee1 ♗b3 44.f5

White avoids the repetition, and, at the cost of a pawn, wants to simplify the position somewhat.

44…♘xf5 45.♖xe7 ♖xe7 46.♖e1 ♘e3 47.♖e2

In the final position, White has no plans, and only Black can play for a win. To begin with, he could advance his pawns to a4 and b5, put his rook on e5, and his king on g7. Admittedly, after that, it is harder to strengthen the position any further, and playing for a win would involve some risk – after all, a queen is a queen. So: draw agreed.
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The position has a double-edged character – both sides are involved in an active fight for the centre. The ♕d8 and ♘d6 are both in the sights of the white rook on d1, but White has been deceived by the undefended pawn on e4:

17…♘xe4!!

Black gets almost sufficient material equivalent for the queen. At the same time, he eliminates several active white pieces, and takes control of a group of important squares in the centre.

If 17…♗xd5 18.♖xd5 ♕b6 19.e5 ♘f5, the position also remains complicated, but White’s chances would be somewhat superior, because of his two bishops.

18.♘f6+ ♘xf6

The other knights captures are roughly of equal value, and also ensure Black compensation for the queen:

A) 18…exf6!? 19.♖xd8 ♖fxd8 20.♗e3 f5[image: images];

B) 18…♗xf6 19.♖xd8 ♖fxd8[image: images].

19.♖xd8 ♖fxd8 20.♗d2 ♘e4 21.♗e3 ♘d6!

The knight heads to f5, with the intention of exchanging on e3. And if the bishop retreats, the knight gets the chance at any moment to land on d4.

22.♖c1

22.♖d1 allows the exchange of the light-squared bishop, and after 22…♘c4! 23.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 24.♗xc4 ♗xc4, Black also has the advantage.

22…♘f5 23.♗f4 ♗d5

The bishop is not only secure in the centre, but also frees the path for the e-pawn to seize more space.

24.♗c4 ♗xc4 25.♖xc4 e5! 26.♗g5

Another possibility was 26.♖xc6!? bxc6 27.♗xe5 ♘d4 28.♗xg7 ♘xf3+ 29.♕xf3 ♔xg7 30.♕xc6 – when Black starts to attack the queenside pawns, there will be a chance of perpetual check.

26…♖d1+ 27.♔h2 h6 28.♖c1

Now, the bishop loses the possibility of a normal retreat.

It was necessary to settle for 28.♗d2 ♖d8 29.♕b3! ♖1xd2 30.♘xd2 ♖xd2 31.♕xb7, with a sharp game, where attack and defence roughly cancel each other out.

28…♖d7 29.♗e3

Passive, but after 29.g4 hxg5 30.gxf5 e4 31.♘xg5 gxf5, Black also keeps a strong initiative.

29…e4! 30.♘e1 ♖ad8

White has a very bad position, since his ♘e1 takes no part in the game.

31.♗c5 ♗e5+ 32.g3 ♖d2 33.♖c2 ♗xg3+ 34.♔g2 ♗e5 35.♔f1 ♖xc2 36.♘xc2 ♖d1+ 37.♔e2 ♖b1 38.b4 ♖b2 39.♔d1 ♖b1+

A repetition of moves, to save time before the time control.

40.♔d2 ♗f6 41.♗xa7 ♘e5 42.♕a4 ♘f3+ 43.♔e2 ♘g1+ 44.♔d2 ♘f3+ 45.♔e2 ♘d6 46.♕d7 ♘g1+ 47.♔e3 ♖d1

White resigned.
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Black’s problem is that his queen is being attacked with tempi, and the solution is a radical one:

19…♕d8!

A quiet course of the game would promise Black some unpleasantness:

A) 19…♕a5 20.♕b5 ♕xb5 21.♗xb5[image: images];

B) 19…♕c5 20.♕b5 ♕f2 (20…♕xb5 21.♗xb5[image: images]) 21.♘e4 ♕h4 22.g3[image: images] – the black queen is banished to h6, which guarantees White the initiative.

20.g3!

A good decision.

Accepting the sacrifice with 20.♘f6+ exf6 21.♖xd8 ♖xd8 22.exf6 ♗xf6[image: images] leads to a position where the white king is in serious danger, whilst the black pieces are well coordinated.

20…♗e6 21.♗g2 ♖c8 22.♔b1 ♕a5

Black has satisfactorily resolved the problems he faced and has developed his pieces. The game is equal.
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White has deliberately not defended the d4-pawn, counting on seizing control of the b-file and exploiting the strength of the two bishops.

14…♖xd4 15.♖ab1

On 15.♗c5, there could follow 15…♖d5! 16.♖ab1 ♖a8!, sacrificing only one exchange.

15…♖b6!

Conceding the b-file would clearly be unfavourable.

16.♗c5

[image: images]

Here, Black succumbed to the temptation to play beautifully, and chose

16…♖d5!?

The position has a closed character, and there are no open lines for the rooks. Therefore, Black’s idea is perfectly correct, but there was no necessity for it.

He could have limited himself to one exchange sacrifice, and played 16…♖d7. After, for example, 17.♖fc1 h6, a dynamic equality arises – neither side has any concrete plan. At the same time, taking on b6 is risky for White – the black pieces immediately become untangled.

17.♗xd5 cxd5 18.♗xb6 axb6

It is interesting that each player assessed his own chances as superior at this moment, whereas the truth is in the middle – the position is equal, with mutual chances. White hopes to open some lines and enter with his rooks, whilst Black hopes to transform his pawn mass into a new queen with the support of his minor pieces.

19.♕b4 ♘d7 20.a5 b5

[image: images]

21.♕e7!

If the white queen stays in her own camp, there follows …c7-c5 and …d5-d4 (White will not allow …b5-b4, by playing a2-a3), and Black’s advantage becomes obvious.

21…c5 22.f4!

The queenside can be forgotten about, so White strives to open lines on the other wing, even at the cost of weakening his king. Now, how should Black advance his pawns? Structurally, it is more important to play …b5-b4, so as to remove the b5-pawn permanently from a possible attack. However, White has started dangerous counterplay against the king, and for additional counterplay, Black would like to have the long diagonal open. It seems to me that, from the viewpoint of logic, both possibilities are equally valid.

22…d4 23.f5 e5

[image: images]

24.f6

There could also follow 24.g4 ♘f6 (on 24…h6, there is the dangerous 25.h4, creating the threat of g4-g5. If 25.g5 hxg5 26.♕xg5 ♘f6 27.♖f3 c3 28.♖g3 ♔f8 29.♕xg7+ ♔e7, White is risking more) 25.g5 ♘e4, with an unclear, irrational position.

24…gxf6 25.g4!?

White’s idea is to play g4-g5.

25.♖xf6 ♘xf6 26.♕xf6 ♕e6 27.♕d8+ ♔g7 28.♕g5+ ♔h8 leads to a repetition of moves.

25…h6

It was possible to advance almost any of the queenside pawns, but the prophylactic advance on the kingside looked safer.

26.♖f5

Here, the players agreed a draw. There could have followed…

26…♕c6 27.♔f2 c3 28.♖g1 ♕e6 29.♕d8+ ♔g7 30.♖h5

and White will soon give perpetual check.

Additional material

Alekhine-NN, Moscow 1915

Euwe-Lasker, Zurich 1934

Smyslov-Reshevsky, USSR-USA 1945

Tal-Panno, Portoroz 1958

Polugaevsky-Nezhmetdinov, USSR 1958

Keres-Fischer, Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade 1959

Polugaevsky-Geller, Skopje 1968

R. Byrne-Spassky, San Juan ct match/3 1974

Gelfand-Kazhgaleev, Istanbul Olympiad 2012 – White’s 26th move

Gelfand-Anand, Moscow Wch match/9 2012 – White’s 19th move

Kramnik-Anand, Las Palmas 1996 – White’s 20th move

Karpov-Velimirovic, Skopje 1976

Filip-Kortchnoi, Bucharest 1954 – White’s 20th move

Nezhmetdinov-Chernikov, Rostov-on-Don 1962 – White’s 11th move

Alburt-Kasparov, Lucern 1982 – Black’s 14th move

Karpov-Kasparov, New York Wch match/3 1990
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	Curacao ct 1962

	78



	Alexander Kotov

	Efim Geller

	Moscow 1949

	79



	Shakhriyar Mamedyarov

	Csaba Balogh

	Ningbo Wch 2011

	80



	Artur Jussupow

	Garry Kasparov

	Linares 1990

	81



	Alexander Grischuk

	Teimour Radjabov

	London ct 2013

	82



	Wojciech Moranda

	Grzegorz Gajewski

	Warsaw 2012

	84



	Viktor Kortchnoi

	Anatoly Karpov

	Meran 1981

	84



	Lajos Portisch

	Tigran Petrosian

	Lone Pine 1978

	85



	Robert Fischer

	Boris Spassky

	Reykjavik 1972

	86



	Peter Leko

	Alonso Zapata

	Yopal 1997

	87



	Alexander Beliavsky

	Artur Jussupow

	Moscow 1983

	88



	Alexander Alekhine

	Sergei Freiman

	Cologne 1911

	90



	Alexander Alekhine

	Emanuel Lasker

	New York 1924

	91



	Benjamin Blumenfeld

	Alexander Alekhine

	Moscow match 1908

	91



	Paul Keres

	Vasily Smyslov

	Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade ct 1959

	92



	Klaus Bischoff

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Brno 1992

	93



	Jacek Gdanski

	Boris Gelfand

	Adelaide Wch jr 1988

	95



	Veselin Topalov

	Evgeny Bareev

	Dortmund 2002

	95



	Tigran Petrosian

	Vasily Smyslov

	Moscow 1949

	97



	Miguel Najdorf

	Robert Fischer

	Santa Monica 1966

	97



	Lev Polugaevsky

	Tigran Petrosian

	Kislovodsk 1982

	98



	Pal Benko

	Mikhail Tal

	Bled/Zagreb/Belgrade ct 1959

	99



	Lev Polugaevsky

	Lubomir Ftacnik

	Luzern ol 1982

	99



	Aleksander Sznapik

	Andras Adorjan

	Dortmund 1984

	100



	Vasily Smyslov

	Paul Keres

	Zurich ct 1953

	101



	Alexander Ipatov

	Vladimir Kramnik

	Antalya Wch 2013

	102



	Vladimir Kramnik

	Levon Aronian

	London ct 2013

	102



	Anatoly Lependin

	Konstantin Landa

	Krasnoyarsk 2003

	104



	Artur Jussupow

	Stefan Kindermann

	Germany Bundesliga 1997/98

	105



	Igor Ivanov

	Vitaly Tseshkovsky

	Yerevan 1977

	105



	Bartlomiej Macieja

	Vasily Ivanchuk

	Moscow rapid 2001

	106



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Rinat Zhumabaev

	Zvenigorod 2008

	108



	Alexei Shirov

	Daniel King

	Gausdal 1990

	109



	Vladislav Nevednichy

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Moscow ol 1994

	109



	Rashid Nezhmetdinov

	Leonid Shamkovich

	Krasnodar 1957

	110



	Akiba Rubinstein

	Rudolf Spielmann

	San Sebastian 1912

	110



	Vlastimil Babula

	Twan Burg

	Germany Bundesliga 2012/13

	113



	Gata Kamsky

	Vasily Ivanchuk

	Linares 1991

	114



	Smbat Lputian

	Vasily Ivanchuk

	Montecatini Terme 2000

	115



	Garry Kasparov

	Anatoly Karpov

	Linares 1994

	117



	Hikaru Nakamura

	Sergei Karjakin

	Wijk aan Zee 2013

	118



	Georg Seul

	Artur Jussupow

	Essen rapid 2000

	121



	Piotr Bobras

	Konstantin Landa

	Cappelle-la-Grande 1999

	122



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Vladimir Kramnik

	Pinsk jr 1989

	123



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Vladimir Potkin

	Russia 2005

	125



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Zbynek Hracek

	Herceg Novi 2001

	126



	Anatoly Karpov

	Lubomir Kavalek

	Tilburg 1979

	127



	Viswanathan Anand

	Alexander Morozevich

	Frankfurt rapid 2000

	128



	Teimour Radjabov

	Vasily Ivanchuk

	Khanty-Mansiysk 2011

	129



	Viswanathan Anand

	Michael Adams

	Madrid 1998

	131



	Maxim Turov

	Valery Popov

	Russia 2006

	131



	Christopher Dorington

	Stephen Gordon

	England 2010/11

	132



	Konstantin Landa

	Evgeny Shaposhnikov

	Russia 2005

	132



	Magnus Carlsen

	Laurent Fressinet

	Kemer 2007

	133



	Robert Byrne

	Robert Fischer

	New York 1963

	134



	Mladen Muse

	Vigen Mirumian

	Berlin 1999

	135



	Maxim Matlakov

	Pavel Eljanov

	St Petersburg 2013

	135



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Sergei Vokarev

	St Petersburg 2009

	136



	Alexander Morozevich

	Hikaru Nakamura

	Moscow 2012

	136



	Sergei Karjakin

	Ian Nepomniachtchi

	Moscow 2010

	137



	Artur Jussupow

	Alexei Shirov

	Gibraltar 2012

	138



	Hou Yifan

	Li Chao B

	Danzhou 2011

	139



	Alexei Vyzmanavin

	Sergei Iskusnyh

	Russia 1995

	142



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	142



	Rafael Fridman

	Artur Jussupow

	Netherlands 2011

	143



	Lev Polugaevsky

	Joaquim Durao

	Lugano ol 1968

	143



	Bent Larsen

	Boris Spassky

	Tilburg 1978

	144



	Wilhelm Steinitz

	Curt von Bardeleben

	Hastings 1895

	144



	Geza Maroczy

	Massimiliano Romi

	San Remo 1930

	145



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Bojan Kurajica

	Istanbul Ech 2003

	146



	Jan Timman

	Alexander Beliavsky

	Linares 1993

	146



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	147



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	148



	Sergei Karjakin

	Boris Gelfand

	Khanty-Mansiysk 2009

	149



	Evgeny Vorobiov

	Nikolai Pokazaniev

	Russia 2006

	151



	Alberto David

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Kusadasi Ech 2006

	152



	Svetozar Gligoric

	Daniel Yanofsky

	Saltsjöbaden izt 1948

	152



	Julio Granda Zuniga

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Khanty-Mansiysk 2009

	153



	Vasily Smyslov

	Alexander Kotov

	Moscow 1943

	154




	Jose Raul Capablanca

	Marc Fonaroff

	New York 1918

	156




	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	156




	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	157




	Alois Hellmayr

	Viktor Bologan

	Frankfurt rapid 2000

	157




	Lazaro Bruzon Batista

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Ubeda 2001

	157




	Markus Ragger

	Zoltan Almasi

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	158




	Sipke Ernst

	Konstantin Landa

	Germany Bundesliga 2012/13

	158




	Evgeny Bareev

	Sergei Smagin

	Kiev 1986

	160




	Evgeny Gleizerov

	Spartak Vysochin

	Romania 2006

	161




	Alexander Kotov

	Gedeon Barcza

	Stockholm izt 1952

	161




	Anatoly Karpov

	Boris Gulko

	Spain 1996 .

	162




	Anatoly Karpov

	Wolfgang Unzicker

	Bad Kissingen 1980

	163




	Jozsef Szily

	Lev Polugaevsky

	Bad Liebenstein 1963

	163




	Jonny Hector

	Boris Grachev

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	165




	Levan Pantsulaia

	Mladen Palac

	Greece 2003

	165




	B Belov

	A Dimitrova

	Moscow 2012

	166




	Evgeny Bareev

	Peter Leko

	Wijk aan Zee 2002

	166




	Viktor Kortchnoi

	Ilya Smirin

	Odessa rapid 2007

	166




	Jaan Ehlvest

	Lembit Oll

	Talinn rapid 1997

	167




	Borislav Ivkov

	Judit Polgar

	Monaco 1994

	168




	Konstantin Landa

	Erwin l’Ami

	Vlissingen 2011

	168




	Ivan Sokolov

	Dariusz Swiercz

	France 2013

	169




	Smbat Lputian

	Margeir Petursson

	Luzern Wch 1993

	170




	Helgi Olafsson

	Jens Kristiansen

	Esbjerg 1985

	171




	Fidel Corrales Jimenez

	Sergei Fedorchuk

	Villa De Roquetas 2011

	171




	Kaido Külaots

	Fabien Libiszewski

	Aix-les-Bains Ech 2011

	171




	Anton Korobov

	Andrei Volokitin

	Kharkov ch-UKR jr 2001

	172




	Alexander Karpatchev

	Alexander Potapov

	St Petersburg 1998

	172




	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	173




	Levon Aronian

	Viswanathan Anand

	Wijk aan Zee 2013

	173




	Mikhail Botvinnik

	Paul Keres

	Moscow 1966

	175




	Alejandro Hoffman

	Konstantin Landa

	San Sebastian 2011

	175




	Paulo Pinho

	Joseph Gallagher

	Gibraltar 2013

	175




	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	176




	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	176




	Anatoly Karpov

	Zurab Azmaiparashvili

	Moscow 1983

	176




	Vasily Ivanchuk

	Loek van Wely

	Wijk aan Zee 2012

	177




	PV Nandhidhaa

	Anna Styazhkina

	Halkidiki jr 2010

	180




	Vasily Smyslov

	Xie Jun

	Prague 1995

	180




	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	181




	Zahar Efimenko

	Richard Forster

	Halkidiki 2011

	181




	Magnus Carlsen

	Vasilios Kotronias

	Calvia ol 2004

	182




	Carlos Torre Repetto

	Emanuel Lasker

	Moscow 1925

	184




	Tamaz Gelashvili

	Rustam Kasimdzhanov

	Deizisau 2004

	184




	Emanuel Lasker

	Johann Bauer

	Amsterdam 1889

	186




	Aron Nimzowitsch

	Siegbert Tarrasch

	St Petersburg 1914

	186




	Marakh Tataev

	Vadim Milov

	Novi Sad 1989

	187



	Emir Dizdarevic

	Anthony Miles

	Biel 1985

	187



	Garry Kasparov

	Lajos Portisch

	Niksic 1983

	188




	Pavelchak

	NN

	Berlin 1951

	190




	Hans Tikkanen

	Dashzeveg Sharavdorj

	Istanbul ol 2012

	190




	Training position

	Konstantin Landa

	 

	190




	Andronico Yap

	Jozsef Pinter

	Szirak 1985

	191




	Anatoly Karpov

	Ian Rogers

	Bath 1983

	191



	Evgeny Bareev

	Sergei Volkov

	Moscow 2005

	192




	Eduard Meduna

	Yuri Yakovich

	Sochi 1986

	192



	Efim Geller

	Vasily Smyslov

	Moscow 1964

	193




	Robert Fontaine

	Evgeny Najer

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	193




	Predrag Nikolic

	Alexander Khalifman

	Ter Apel 1994

	194




	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	195




	Gata Kamsky

	Anatoly Karpov

	Dortmund 1993

	196



	Edwin Adams

	Carlos Torre Repetto

	New Orleans 1920

	199



	Grigory Levenfish

	Nikolai Riumin

	Moscow 1936

	199



	Oleg Korneev

	Devaki Prasad

	Port Erin 2003

	200



	Viswanathan Anand

	Michael Adams

	London 2012

	200




	Praveen Thipsay

	Konstantin Landa

	Moscow 2004

	201



	Murtas Kazhgaleev

	Yaroslav Zherebukh

	Cappelle-la-Grande 2010

	201



	Peter Heine Nielsen

	Tomi Nybäck

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	202



	Boris Spassky

	Günther Capelan

	Solingen 1974

	203



	Alexei Shirov

	Dimitri Reinderman

	Wijk aan Zee 1999

	204




	Pavel Eljanov

	Loek van Wely

	Russia 2008

	204



	Anatoly Karpov

	Lajos Portisch

	Torino 1982

	205



	Konstantin Landa

	Axel Heinz

	Bad Wiessee 2004

	205



	Alexander Fominykh

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Moscow 1999

	206



	Shakhriyar Mamedyarov

	Andrei Kharlov

	Russia 2006

	207



	Robert Fischer

	Boris Spassky

	Reykjavik Wch match 1972

	208



	Grigory Ravinsky

	Georgy Ilivitzky

	Riga 1952

	210



	Robert Fischer

	Pal Benko

	New York ch-USA 1963

	210



	Vladimir Burmakin

	Konstantin Sakaev

	St Petersburg 1997

	211




	Viktor Kortchnoi

	Anatoly Karpov

	Moscow 1973

	212



	Arkadij Naiditsch

	Daan Brandenburg

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	212



	Viswanathan Anand

	Boris Gelfand

	Monaco blindfold 2001

	213



	Mikhail Botvinnik

	Vasily Smyslov

	Moscow 1954

	214




	Boris Gelfand

	Gata Kamsky

	Dos Hermanas 1996

	215



	Peter Svidler

	Jon Ludvig Hammer

	Stavanger 2013

	215




	Paul Keres

	Istvan Bilek

	Leipzig ol 1960

	217




	Dariusz Swiercz

	Etienne Bacrot

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	217



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Andrei Kharlov

	Budapest 1996

	218



	Evgeny Bareev

	Alexei Dreev

	Russia 1996

	219



	Zaven Andriasyan

	Alexei Dreev

	Rogaska Slatina 2011

	220




	Alexei Dreev

	Evgeny Bareev

	Elista 1998

	220




	Krum Georgiev

	Garry Kasparov

	Malta ol 1980

	221



	Alexander Beliavsky

	John Nunn

	Wijk aan Zee 1985

	222



	Vasily Ivanchuk

	Parimarjan Negi

	Greece 2010

	224



	Leonid Stein

	Semyon Furman

	Moscow 1969

	224




	Konstantin Sakaev

	Mikhail Ulibin

	Dubai 2000

	225



	Veselin Topalov

	Evgeny Bareev

	Linares 1994

	227



	Rashid Nezhmetdinov

	Mikhail Tal

	Baku 1961

	228



	Michael Adams

	Boris Gelfand

	Arnhem 1988

	230



	Jan Timman

	Anatoly Karpov

	Montreal 1979

	230




	Arash Golizadeh

	Ashgar Roghani

	Teheran 2008

	231



	Alexander Alekhine

	Friedrich Sämisch

	Berlin 1923

	231



	Janez Barle

	Alexander Beliavsky

	Yerevan 1971

	232



	Zhao Jun

	Xiu Deshun

	Xinghua Jiangsu 2011

	232



	Mikhail Tal

	Gennady Zaichik

	Tbilisi 1988

	235



	Anton Korobov

	Sergei Zhigalko

	Baku 2012

	236




	Lev Polugaevsky

	Mikhail Tal

	Moscow 1969

	236



	Mikhail Tal

	Lubomir Ftacnik

	Naestved 1985

	238



	Anatoly Karpov

	Veselin Topalov

	Dos Hermanas 1994

	240



	Sopio Gvetadze

	Salome Melia

	Tbilisi 2009

	240



	Tejas Bakre

	Beata Kadziolka

	Pardubice 2004

	241



	Konstantin Landa

	Sergei Yudin

	Russia 2013

	242



	Training position

	Konstantin Landa

	 

	243



	Michal Krasenkow

	Hikaru Nakamura

	Barcelona 2007

	243



	Emanuel Berg

	Maxime Vachier-Lagrave

	Gibraltar 2012

	244



	Training position

	Konstantin Landa

	 

	245



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Yuri Yakovich

	Kazan sf 2005

	245



	Efim Geller

	Anatoly Karpov

	Moscow 1976

	246



	Vasily Smyslov

	Lembit Oll

	Rostov-on-Don 1993

	246



	Ivan Salgado Lopez

	Rauf Mamedov

	Moscow 2011

	247



	Training position

	Konstantin Landa

	 

	247



	Vlatko Kovacevic

	Jan Timman

	Bugojno 1984

	248



	Boris Grachev

	Rainer Buhmann

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	249



	Troitzky

	 

	Study 1916

	249




	Viswanathan Anand

	Pavel Eljanov

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	250



	Echavarria

	J De Costa

	2003

	251



	Andrei Vovk

	Mikhail Golubev

	Illichevsk 2006

	253



	Jose Raul Capablanca

	Dawid Janowski

	St Petersburg 1914

	254



	Gata Kamsky

	Konstantin Sakaev

	St Petersburg 1986

	255



	Sergei Movsesian

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Herceg Novi 2001

	256



	Boris Spassky

	Tigran Petrosian

	Moscow Wch match 1966

	257



	Clement Sreeves

	Abhijeet Gupta

	London 2010

	258



	Akiba Rubinstein

	Richard Teichmann

	Vienna 1908

	259



	Ni Hua

	Le Quang Liem

	Ho Chi Minh City Ach 2012

	260



	Dimitri Reinderman

	Garry Kasparov

	Wijk aan Zee 1999

	260



	Evgeny Bareev

	Veselin Topalov

	Sarajevo 1999

	262



	Artur Jussupow

	Robert Morenz

	Graz 1981

	265



	Alexander Kotov

	Mikhail Botvinnik

	Moscow 1947

	266



	Tigran Petrosian

	Boris Spassky

	Moscow Wch match 1966

	266



	Viswanathan Anand

	Gata Kamsky

	Linares 1994

	267



	Sergei Karjakin

	Viswanathan Anand

	Wijk aan Zee 2006

	269



	Efim Geller

	Oscar Panno

	Gothenburg izt 1955

	270



	Andrei Maksimenko

	Krzysztof Bulski

	Legnica 2010

	270



	Training position

	Sakaev

	 

	273



	Alexei Shirov

	Lucas Brunner

	Biel 1995

	273



	Kristian Trygstad

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Plovdiv 2010

	273



	Leonid Stein

	Tigran Petrosian

	Moscow 1961

	274



	Vasily Smyslov

	Petar Trifunovic

	Zagreb 1955

	274



	Gawain Jones

	Levan Pantsulaia

	Warsaw 2013

	275



	Gudmundur Sigurjonsson

	Leonid Stein

	Reykjavik 1972

	276



	Andrei Shchekachev

	Sergei Shipov

	St Petersburg 1998

	276



	Gata Kamsky

	Garry Kasparov

	Manila ol 1992

	278



	Predrag Nikolic

	Evgeny Bareev

	Lyon 1994

	279



	Mikhail Botvinnik

	Mikhail Tal

	Moscow Wch match 1960

	280



	Viswanathan Anand

	Boris Gelfand

	Linares 1994

	282



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	284



	Alexander Beliavsky

	Vladimir Malaniuk

	Moscow 1983

	284



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	285



	Jean-Pierre Le Roux

	Konstantin Landa

	France 2012

	285



	Konstantin Landa

	Alexander Poluliakhov

	Sochi 2012

	285




	Mateusz Bartel

	Pentala Harikrishna

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	286




	Evgeny Bareev

	Joel Lautier

	Aix-les-Bains 2001

	286




	Boris Spassky

	Robert Hübner

	Solingen 1977

	287




	Richard Teichmann

	Jacques Mieses

	Vienna 1903

	287




	Vladimir Akopian

	Miguel Illescas Cordoba

	Ubeda 1997

	288




	Nelson Gamboa

	Juan-Manuel Bellon Lopez

	Santa Clara 1999

	288




	Jan Gustafsson

	Zahar Efimenko

	Halkidiki 2011

	289




	Viktor Kortchnoi

	Francisco Vallejo Pons

	Gibraltar 2011

	290




	Paul Keres

	Conel Alexander

	Hastings 1954

	291




	Konstantin Sakaev

	Denis Yevseev

	St Petersburg 2004

	291




	Pavel Eljanov

	Peter Leko

	Saratov 2011

	292




	Levon Aronian

	Boris Gelfand

	London ct 2013

	292




	Boris Grachev

	Alexander Krapivin

	Moscow 2010

	293




	Zaitsev

	Builov

	Cheliabinsk 1975

	294




	Viktor Bologan

	Vladimir Akopian

	Moscow match rapid 2002

	294




	Kaido Külaots

	Michal Krasenkow

	Warsaw Ech rapid 2012

	294




	Alexander Alekhine

	Akiba Rubinstein

	Karlsbad 1923

	295




	David Bronstein

	Miguel Najdorf

	Budapest ct 1950

	295



	Efim Bogoljubov

	NN

	Sopot 1935

	297



	Garry Kasparov

	Anatoly Karpov

	Moscow Wch match 1985

	297



	Peter Svidler

	Alexei Shirov

	Plovdiv 2003

	297



	Marat Makarov

	Evgeny Iljushkin

	Nizhny-Novgorod 1999

	298



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Zviad Izoria

	Moscow 2003

	298



	Ray Robson

	Andrei Stukopin

	Moscow 2012

	299



	Andrei Volokitin

	Hedinn Steingrimsson

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	299



	Dragan Ilic

	Michal Krasenkow

	Wattens 1990

	300



	Alexander Riazantsev

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Moscow 2008

	300



	David Navara

	Loek van Wely

	Wijk aan Zee 2007

	302



	Viktor Kortchnoi

	Boris Spassky

	Belgrade match 1977

	304



	Training position

	Konstantin Landa

	 

	305



	Ehsan Ghaem Maghami

	Daniel Fridman

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	306



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	306




	Jan Timman

	Anatoly Karpov

	London 1984

	307




	Ljubomir Ljubojevic

	Mikhail Tal

	Wijk aan Zee 1976

	307




	Vladimir Tukmakov

	Josif Dorfman

	Leningrad 1975

	309




	Efim Geller

	Max Euwe

	Zurich ct 1953

	310




	Frank Marshall

	Akiba Rubinstein

	Lodz 1908

	311




	Alexander Beliavsky

	Garry Kasparov

	Belfort 1988

	312




	Vladimir Akopian

	Evgeny Bareev

	Aix-les-Bains 2003

	313




	Vlatko Kovacevic

	Vladimir Tukmakov

	Solin/Split 2000

	315




	Yuri Sakharov

	Ratmir Kholmov

	Kiev 1964

	315




	Training position

	Konstantin Landa

	 

	316




	Hikaru Nakamura

	Boris Gelfand

	Elancourt 2013

	316



	Richard Réti

	Alexander Alekhine

	Baden-Baden 1925

	318



	Lajos Portisch

	Anatoly Karpov

	Linares 1981

	319



	Anton Korobov

	Konstantin Sakaev

	St Petersburg 2010

	321



	Alisa Galliamova

	Sergei Rublevsky

	St Petersburg 1998

	321



	German Fridstein

	Vladimir Simagin

	Moscow 1950

	322



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	322



	Vitezslav Rasik

	Stellan Brynell

	Rethymnon 2003

	323



	Dimitri Reinderman

	Viswanathan Anand

	Wijk aan Zee 1999

	323



	Konstantin Landa

	Zbynek Hracek

	Germany Bundesliga 2011/12

	324



	Kiril Georgiev

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Ohrid 2009

	325



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Alexander Lastin

	Novokuznetsk 2008

	325



	Robert Hübner

	Vladimir Kramnik

	Frankfurt rapid 1996

	326



	Training position

	Konstantin Landa

	 

	326



	Alexei Shirov

	Andrei Volokitin

	Russia 2006

	327



	Training position

	Konstantin Sakaev

	 

	329



	Ni Hua

	Alexander Morozevich

	Saratov 2011

	329



	Alina Kashlinskaya

	Aleksandra Goryachkina

	Moscow 2012

	329



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Sergei Rublevsky

	Yugoslavia 1999

	331



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Sergei Rublevsky

	St Petersburg 1998

	332



	Garry Kasparov

	Josef Pribyl

	Skara 1980

	334



	Vasily Ivanchuk

	Alexei Shirov

	Wijk aan Zee 1996

	336



	Aivars Gipslis

	Vladimir Simagin

	Sverdlovsk 1957

	339



	Alexei Dreev

	Alexander Riazantsev

	France 2012

	340



	Alexander Kotov

	Svetozar Gligoric

	Zurich ct 1953

	341



	Herman Pilnik

	Efim Geller

	Gothenburg izt 1955

	342



	Jonny Hector

	Andrei Volokitin

	Germany Bundesliga 2010/11

	343



	Bent Larsen

	Tigran Petrosian

	Havana ol 1966

	344



	Rustam Kasimdzhanov

	Evgeny Alekseev

	Elista 2008

	345



	Anish Giri

	Levon Aronian

	Wijk aan Zee 2012

	347



	Mikhail Tal

	Mikhail Botvinnik

	Moscow Wch match 1960

	350



	Konstantin Landa

	Predrag Nikolic

	Belgium 2011/12

	351



	Konstantin Sakaev

	Mikhail Kobalia

	St Petersburg 1997

	353



	Kiril Georgiev

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Niksic 1997

	354



	Miguel Najdorf

	Viacheslav Ragozin

	Saltsjöbaden izt 1948

	356



	Sergei Karjakin

	Anish Giri

	Wijk aan Zee 2013

	357



	Zahar Efimenko

	Konstantin Sakaev

	Serbia 2010

	358
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