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PREFACE.

— O

DuriNG a hurried visit to San Marino in the
spring of 1877, I felt so interested with the
simplicity of the inhabitants, and their attach-
ment to their freedom, that I determined when
an opportunity occurred to investigate more
thoroughly the story of this liberty of fifteen
centuries’ standing, and to ascertain whether it
was bond fide, or no.

So unreliable was the scanty authority on
which I had to go, with the exception of
Melchiore Delfico’s work, which partakes too
strongly of a eulogistic form, that I found
it necessary to spend some weeks amongst the

Republicans, and feel greatly obliged not only






PREFACE. vil

tion of our host and hostess, Signor Francesco
Casali, and his wife, whose house, next to the
Franciscan gate, is most conveniently situated
for the passing traveller.

Though not offering the sight-seer attrac-
tions such as the rest of Italy possesses, San
Marino affords plenty of natural charms of
wildness and simplicity; for whilst the views
combine some of the most fantastic peaks of the
Umbrian Mountains, the study of their private
life and customs leads one to agree with their
own favourite simile, ‘Here we live and die,
like the flowers of the field.’

The few illustrations introduced herein are
from some of my own sketches taken on the
spot.

J. THEODORE BENT.

FLORENCE: December 25, 1878,
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A
FREAK OF FREEDOM.

—_—————

CHAPTER 1L

SAN MARINO AS IT IS.

Allor che il sole i primi raggi vibra

Dall’ Oriente, e impallidir fa gli astri,

Tu vedi biancheggiar di vivo lume

L’alto Titano, ove lo stanco piede

Raccolse libertade, e s'ebbe nome

Dal suo Divin Marin, G. PAGGETTI.

SITUATED at a distance of about twelve miles
from the Adriatic at Rimini, the volcanic rock
which forms the nucleus of the small Republic
of San Marino has overlooked a great high-
road of nations for centuries. The ©wvia
Enulia’ of Roman days is now succeeded by
the railroad from Bologna to Brindisi; and
though the traveller on the great overland
B
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To accomplish this ascent carriages are
obliged to seck the assistance of some oxen,
which at once bring us face to face with one of
the most productive branches of the Republic’s
commerce.  For the Sammarinesi are extensive
breeders of cattle, and their oxen are much
esteemed for strength, and field labour. On a fair
day in the Borgo several hundred of these oxen,
together with innumerable herds of sheep and
pigs, are exposed for sale.  This monthly fair
it indeed a busy day for the Republic, every-
thing is life and bustle in the small village
below, whilst the Cittd built on the rock above
is doubly sombre, left alone in its lofty solitude
to contemplate the busy hive of bees below,
ot which it is, and has been for fifteen centuries.
the centre of government, and the strongheld
of their ever-vaunted liberty.

Tn the Borge are found the cellars of San
Marine's wines of considerable repuration. in-
deed. of which Matteo Valit writing tn the seven-
teenzh cenzury an avceans of the Repudlc, sivs
*The wines Dere ane S0 predsing. pure, ymiels,

and sood that wev ase to be jeaous
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he is allowed to return home to assume a garb
more befitting the inclemency of the season,
and the dictates of propriety; the gallant
republicans however confine this punishment to
sluggards of the male sex only.

The Cittd also contains a miniature theatre,
and a museum at present not rich in antiquities,
but possessing one eminently good picture by
Giulio Romano, representing a holy family
supported by SS. Marino and Agatha ; formerly
this was in the Council Chamber, but now, after
being badly restored, it has been consigned to
the museum, as a centre around which it is
hoped other works of art will congregate.

The Belluzzi College of San Marino has a
considerable local reputation; it was founded
about two centuries ago, by a member of this
illustrious Sammarinese family.

The nature of the soil all over the Republic
is volcanic, deep gorges of tufa recall the neigh-
bourhood of Vesuvius, and near Mongiardino
much sulphur has been found, but not worked
for want of capital. A good deal of marble,
and many veins of coal and iron are also found,

c
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his dialogues, and entitled it ‘La Citta Felice,
making a Belluzzi who was then a ¢ Captain’
of the Republic say, ¢Our neighbours them-
selves do not clearly know the happiness of this
Republic. At a distance, they only know us
by name. Thus obscure to others we live as
celebrities to ourselves, and, whilst others
believe us to be wretched and miserable, we
live content and comfortable together.’

c2
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CHAPTER IL

LEGENDARY HISTORY OF THE FOUNDATION OF
THE REPUBLIC.
The commonwealth of Marino may boast at least of a nobler
- origin than that of Rome; the one having been at first an

asylum for robbers and murderers, the other of persons eminent
for piety and devotion.—Addison, Travels in Italy.

ALL history of Marinus, the founder of this
Republic, is shrouded in mystery and legendary
accounts. His life, and the miracles that he
wrought, are written at length in the Book of
the Acts of the Saints, and everything connected
with his existence is as closely interwoven with
the early history of this little state as that of
Romulus was with the origin of Rome. Not
only does the Republic bear his name, but it is
lavishly distributed amongst the inhabitants at
their baptism, and his statue occupies the most
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Leo established a purely ecclesiastical com-
munity, which soon became merged in the
country of the Montefeltri, a family whose name
is taken from this spot, a name inseparably con-
nected with San Marino during the middle ages.
San Leo was one of their most impregnable for-
tresses, and we shall frequently be brought into
connection with it as the seat of the Bishops
of Feltria, the dread of the inhabitants of San
Marino during many succeeding centuries. An
excellent description of these twin fortresses
s given by Benvenuto da Imola in his com-
mentary on Dante’s line:

Vassi in San Leo descendesi in Nola.
Purg. cant. iv., v. 25.

*San Leo is a city of Romagna in Monte
Feltro, which at the time of our poet was
most desolate, and is now even more so. It
is situated on an extremely high mountain,
and surrounded on all sides by a very moun-
tainous country; hence corn, and all things
necessary to sustain human life, are collected
within the fortifications. So also is the castle
of San Marino most strongly and ably fortified
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is a day held sacred to his memory, when, again
to quote the Acta Sanctorum, ¢the venerable
treasure of his head is exposed to the admira-
tion, no less than the veneration, of the.public.
For lo!it is seen preserved through centuries
from corruption, with some teeth, which, through
the life-like brightness of the gums which join
them, fall little short of the teeth of living
people.’

Numerous are the inducements for the
inhabitants of the Republic to bear in mind the
history of their saint. Over the portal of their
parish church is ‘written, in large letters, this
inscription :

Divo Marino, Patrono et Libertatis Auctori, SP.R.Q.

Over the high altar a statue of the saint
superintends the devotions of his admirers,
beautifully executed in white marble by
Taddolini of Bologna, a worthy pupil of
Canova’s; he is represented as dressed in his
deacon’s robes, with a scroll in his hand in which
is written ¢ Libertas.’

The modern parish church is handsome, but
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Bishop of Rimini the spiritual supervision of the
Sammarinesi.

¢A Tombre du nom de son saint patron
protégée par son peu d’importance San Marino
a subsisté jusqu’ & nous, et nous montre cette
alliance de la religion et de la liberté qui fut le
caractére des communes italiennes au xiii® siécle,
Rien ne saurait exprimer plus vivement une telle
alliance que la nouvelle cathédrale de Saint
Marin. Les sept milles habitants qui forment
la population de ce petit état, et qui payent un
imp6t annuel de quatre sous par téte, sont
parvenus & béitir de leurs économies une fort
belle église qui a couté 150,000 francs.’?

Around the columns of the church all the
inhabitants” are buried, no cemetery having yet
been re(iuired.; when the placeis full the bones
are removed to a charnel-house, under the front
colonnade, the simple mountaineers believing
that they will rest more secure under the im-
mediate shadow of their country’s god.

Great is the veneration in which S. Marino
is held, and the fines for taking his name in

1 Ampére.

D
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to animals. A live cock is procured, and hung
from a piece of wood about nine feet from
the ground. Then each player advances in
turn to a spot marked out, from whence by
a leap he tries to grasp and pull off the bird’s
neck ; if he succeeds he wins the cock, and
comes back amidst loud applause, if not he
pays a trifle to the owner, and receives the
hisses of the spectators. _

By proceeding outside the walls, many
other points in connection with the legends of
San Marino are brought before the notice of
the curious ; a steep rocky cliff forms one side
of a rounded hill called Montalbo, by climbing
which with the aid of hands and knees, a”
curious spot is reached about half-way up,
which is called the garden of S. Marino. Here,
report says, he used to shelter himself from the
winds, and, though bare of vegetation all round,
on this spot may be seen some sprigs of laurel,
which does not grow elsewhere in a like
position ; and over the grotto, where he used to
sleep, hang festoons of ivy, whilst sweet smell-
ing herbs and pinks grow just below. A visit

D2






THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO. 37

~ expression of the face, are amongst the most
effective this master has produced.

A Sammarinese artist has painted a picture,
which hangs under the dais of the throne in the
Council Chamber, representing the founder of
the Republic in the garb of an anchorite, and
pointing to the words, which he has just
chiselled in the rock, ¢ Relinquo vos ab omnibus
liberi.” It is more from the fact that this
picture seems to overlook every action of the
Government than from its artistic merit that it
claims the attention of the visitor.

A vast series of hideous mezzo-tinto pro-
ductions, describing the various incidents in S.
Marino’s mythical career, adorn a large room
below, but are fortunately placed too high to
be closely criticized, and the light is bad.

Such is the legendary history of San Marino,
which, thanks to their spiritual advisers, the
Sammarinesi devoutly believe; yet it is im-
possible to help admiring their attachment to
all that is connected with their early founder,
and the liberty which they so dearly prize.
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CHAPTER IIIL

EARLY GLIMPSES AT SAN MARINO’S EXISTENCE.

CoMPLEX as the history of Italy is throughout,
and divided as it has been into so many and
numerous towns and communities, each with a
history of its own, yet none of which can be
properly understood without reference to the
others, it is refreshing to take up a position
on the rocks of Mount Titanus, from which so
much of the outer world can be contemplated,
whilst the internal history proceeds in as peace-
able a groove as fifteen troublous centuries
would allow.

San Marino has passed quietly through its
phases of a hermitage, a sanctuary, a castle,
and a republic, surrounded on all sides by some -
of the most stirring scenes of Italian history.
Situated as it was in the Exarchate of Ravenna,
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and consequently forming part of Pepin’s dona-
tion to the Holy See, its early history dates
from those times when the foreign element
brought disasters and calamities into the penin-
sula, before the infant efforts at independence,
built on the dying embers of the Roman Em-
pire, had time to develope and become mature.

To the early invaders of Italian soil, rocky
desolation like that around Mount Titanus was
no temptation. Whilst the fair cities of the
plains were rifled again and again by barbaric
hordes, these hill-set sanctuaries escaped, owing
to their poverty and insignificance; and it is
not until the events which arose out of the
Lombard invasion of the Exarchate, that we
find San Marino mentioned in the pages of
history.

For a period of two hundred years Italy
was unequally divided between the kingdom of
the Lombards and the Exarchate of Ravenna,
whilst Rome was degraded into a city of the
second rank. The earlier Exarchs governed
Italy in the name of the Eastern Empire with
some degree of power, but after the days of
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Romagnan peasant would appear to speak more
of a French than an Italian patois. A Samma-
rinese of to-day will say ¢ demain’ instead of
¢ domani’ for ¢ to-morrow,” with almost a Pari-
sian accent.

When, in A.Dp. 752, the Lombards under
Astolphus wrested the Exarchate from the
Eastern Empire, a new era was introduced into
Italy, and a series of conflicting elements for
centuries to come. The Popes groaned in their
weakness to see the aggrandisement of the
Lombard race, and were unable to obtain any
succour from the FEast, where the Emperor
Constantine Copronymus cared little and could
do less for his Western feudatory. Stephen II.
was led to call in the aid of Pepin, and intro-
duce that foreign element so proverbially disas-
trous to the Italian.

The Lombard king Astolphus had deprived
San Marino of the bones of its patron saint,
so esteemed at that time was the worship of
the hermit; but when conquered by Pepin, he
was obliged to return them from his Church
of San Michele at Pavia, where they had been
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diate successors of Marinus; and again, we
read in the life of Stephen II., that San Marino
fought against Astolphus, incorporated as it
was in the Exarchate. But it is not for two
centuries later that we come across any very
authentic testimony to its existence as a
community.

~ It was reserved for Charlemagne to free the
Papacy eventually from its dangerous enemies,
the Lombard chiefs. The great Frankish Em-
peror received his diadem from the hands of
the Popes, and confirmed the donation his father
had made. But the Carlovingian supremacy is
a sorry page in the history of Italy. Excessive
corruption and social misery mark this period,
which culminated in 888 in the dastardly reiga
of Charles the Fat; and when the Frankish
Empire came to an end in Italy cn the death of
this monarch, all that it can be said to have
done for Italy was to have introduced three
new ideas—firstly, the temporal power of the
Church ; secondly. the supremacy of the West-
ern Empire, as represented by a Northern
power ; and thirdly, vassalage—all of which in
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ing the character of a later date, and were
probably built by Federigo, the great Duke
of Urbino,' who took a special interest in San
Marino’s welfare, and whose eagle is placed
side by side with the three towers of the Re-
public on the principal gateway. ' 4

Be this as it may, when Otho visited Italy
to chastise his refractory vassal for some dis-
. turbance which had occurred, Berenger chose
San Marino as a standpoint on which to rally
his fallen fortunes, and from the summit of
Mount Titanus issued a diploma on Octo-
ber 7, 951, which he signed as ¢ made in the
community of San Marinus,” and this forms a
second testimony to the early history of our
state.

But Berenger soon fell a sacrifice to the
victorious arms of Otho, and was carried pri-
soner into Germany ; and the Teuton Emperor
took an early opportunity to depose the Pope
John XII., who had solicited the German aid,
and received the imperial diadem in 961 from
Pope Leo, whom the Emperor had raised to

! Chapter viii.
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placed as it was in the very jaws of each. For
in the words of an old commentator on Dante,
Benvenuto Rimaldo by name: ‘In these neigh-
bouring mountains sprang up three families
amongst the most potent tyrants of Italy, that
of the Feltria, Malatesti, and Faggiuoli; but if in
these mountains, in the bosom of anarchy, the
seed of tyranny sprang up, on the summit of
one of them alone could liberty save itself from
the general shipwreck, and maintain itself free
and independent amongst two rival despots who
hedged them in.’



THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO. 57

CHAPTER 1V.

SOME OF SAN MARINO'S MORE IMMEDIATE
NEIGHBOURS.

‘Questo & un sito cosi erto, si scosceso, e si forte, che 1a
poca gente non pud farvi su disegno, e la molta non vi si pud
ne accostare ne maneggiare.’—ZuccoLl, Dialogo della Citta
Selice.

ArtER the peace of Constance the history of
Italy is the history of the rise of despotism in
a thousand different forms; a state of society
well calculated to sharpen men’s intelligence,
as is amply testified by the rapid growth of
art in this atmosphere. The frequent changes
in government made each man feel dependent
on his own resources, not only for a livelihood,
but for life. Members of the same family were
ranged on opposite sides, and the Italian of
those days lived his life, left a distinguished
name, and died before a modern character has
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During the weakness of the House of Feltria
for the ensuing century, we shall find our
Republie struggling for its very existence with
the emissaries of the Popes. The Pontiffs them-
~ selves, however, had not the opportunity of
superintending their own affairs in Italy, and it
was only to further their own ambitious ends
that the legates acted thus. For with the death
of Boniface VIIL the power of the Papacy was
temporarily at an end. Hildebrand, Innocent
ITI., and Boniface VIII., had stretched its power
to the utmost, and men ceased to fear their
anathemas ; and when in 1305 Clement V. was
induced to remove his Court to Avignon, the
Popes were for the next seventy years but a
tool in the hands of France.
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CHAPTER V.
DIFFICULTIES WITH PAPAL LEGATES.

La République de San Marino n’est ni redoutée, ni re-
doutable, telle est la cause de sa longue prospérité.—F. DE
BARGHON-FORTRION.

THE story of San Marino for the centuries to
come has a firmer basis on which to stand. The
documents relating to it are more consecutive
and precise, and can be freed from any sus-
picion of being but legendary lore. Thus we
find the consuls assuming the name of Captains.
The ¢ Palazzo Pubblico’ was built, the Borgo
became "considered as the natural centre of
comerce, and the Sammarinesi felt prepared
to meet the honours of self-government with
fitting respectability. For previously to this,
self-government was a natural state of- affairs, .
even in the smallest communities ; but now that
every town had selected its ruling family, or
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CHAPIEE V1

_ COMMESCEMESY OF YHE GOLIES ZRA IS YHE
TMERIAS MOITSYLINE.
Je suis monsrchiste en Fraves. 22 riguieay & 5S¢ Mo —
CEaTvaTE®TaS™,
THE close of the fourteenct century ard the
incoming of the nex: is ozlebrated in Eumpean
history for the great sckism in tte Church ; and
as the history of Romagna. an? consequently,
that of San Marino, was mat-rially affected by
the events which shonk Roman Catholictsm to
its foundation, and opened a new line of thought
not only to Italy, but to the whole of Chris-
tendom, we must give a short sketch of the
events as they stand.

No sooner had the intimidated cardinals in
conclave iIn Rome been forced into electing an
Italian Pontiff in the shape of Urban VL. than
they repented them of their folly in being thus



















































110 A FREAK OF FREEDOM ; OR,

House of Malatesta. Alfonso, King of Aragon,
had been cheated out of some money by the
crafty Sigismondo. The Pope was enraged on
account of his lawless disrespect of his feudal
superior. Federigo d’Urbino, as captain-general
of the one, and as gonfaloniere of the other, was
nothing loath to join in an alliance against his
hereditary foe. _ :

San Marino, thus placed, had no other course
to pursue but to throw in its lot with this over-
whelming league, and thereby, as we shall see,
reaped no small advantage.
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CHAPTER VII.
'CONTINUED PROSPERITY.

A prince’s greatest stronghold is his people’s love.

MacHIAVELLI, 1! Principe.
In the year 1453 great consternation was felt
throughout Christendom at the fall of Con-
stantinople, and the threatening aspect of the
Turks. Nowhere was there greater cause for
alarm than on the eastern coast of Italy, for
from the towers of San Marco at Venice the
smouldering fires of the Ottoman devastators
were visible. .

It was with the intention of organising a
crusade against these invaders that Pius II.
summoned his Council at Mantua; but the
ardour for crusades was gone, and party spirit
in Italy ran too high to allow any potentate
to think of quitting his own territories for a
precarious warfare in the East.
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deeds of my ancestors, and more especially in
watching over your liberty, and I cannot help
reminding you that no one can feel more friendly
towards you than I do, though I am aware there
is no occasion to do so.’
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which, perhaps, more than to any other cause,
it owes its preservation to this date. And this,
perhaps, is of greater interest from the fact that
one of the leading characters of Europe in those
days was the hero of it. In the next chapter we
will investigate this revival of the constitution,
and the circumstances which led to it.
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biting influence of lost glory, he published a
work on his conquest of Mount Titanus, in
which he visits the Papacy, the Sacred College,
and our little Republic with all the contumely
which a revengeful spirit could invent. This
led to a literary war, which filled the Vatican
with letters without end, on the subject of San
Marino, and at least had the effect of giving a
notoriety to Mount Titanis, which, prior to this,
had fallen into oblivion ; whilst the constitu-
tion recovered from this shock its former posi-
tion, private disputes were put aside, and the
Republic took out, so to. speak, a new lease of
existence, ' o
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had ¢ survived its more powerful sisters, by its
prudence and disintercstedness, since the year
520.’1 .

It is a good instance of Onofri’s tact and
good judgment, that, when it was in his power
to expose the names of his fellow-countrymen
who had wished for annexation to Rome, he
concealed them, thereby avoiding further dis-
turbances. He burnt all the papers which
implicated them, and was content solely to
keep his eye upon them until his death, which
occurred shortly afterwards. He died deeply
lamented by his countrymen, who erected a
fine marble monument to his memory in their
parish church, and thereon inscribed him as
¢ father of his country.” With him, too, died
his honoured name, and one of the most.noble
and well-beloved families of San Marino became
thereby extinct.

1 Artaud de Montor.
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CHAPTER XI.
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.

If Italy, instead of being a Pantheon of memories and great
works, were a little less rich in art, but more robust, and if she
had strong and industrious citizens, she certainly would cease
to be the slave of the foreigne-, stronger and more industrious
than herself.—GARIBALDI.

THE story of San Marino for the last fifty years
is one of extraordinary peace and content-
ment ; whilst the rest of Italy was convulsed by
her struggle for liberty, San Marino looked on
complacently, occasionally catching some breeze
from the surrounding tempest ; but, by adhering
to a policy of strict neutrality, and never mixing
in the affairs of others, our Republic succeeded
in maintaining its independence. '

On one occasion, when there was some talk
of joining San Marino to another State, the
chivalrous but unfortunate Charles X. of France
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agriculture likewise adorned this room, whilst
on the walls appeared their stamps and coins.
But, above all, a coat of arms, wrought by a
native workman out of native stone, was an
object of their special pride.

But though they could do but little to vie
with the wealth of Europe in her gaudy show,
yet the very existence of the name of San
Marino amongst the rest formed unconsciously
one of the greatest curiosities in this hive of
nations, and by its appearance there it proved
to the world at large that it was no fossil, like
most of its less fortunate sisters, but a still
living community, in which the elements of
an honest and thriving population are still
extant.









212 A FREAK OF FREEDOM ; OR,

Débonnaire. But here we find the two ¢ Viguiers,’
or Presidents of the Republic, one elected by
France, and the other by the Spanish Bishop of
Urgell, under whose protection the Republic is
placed. But the French nominee is held of
small account, and the virtual authority is exe-
cuted by the deputy of Spain. This Republic
has no code of laws, but the judges follow that
used in Catalonia, modified by local customs.
Here Napoleon, as at San Marino, condescended
to parade his clemency. ‘I recall, said he, ¢ a
‘miniature Republic, lost in a corner of the
Pyrenees, which I respected as a political
curiosity.’

In short San Marino is a solecism in the
polity of Europe. The offspring of centuries
long gone by, it has grown old in its infancy,
and from its anomalous position has called forth
much criticism from amongst its adversaries
and supporters, who treating it in the light of
the more modern system of statecraft have
missed the very point of its existence.

Its career from first to last is marked out
into three distinct phases. Firstly, when, in the
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Therein a will was found, taking an eternal
farewell of San Marino, and leaving to the town
all his worldly goods, with which, so runs the
story, an orphanage was to be founded. But
this story of Francesco Ballero and his orphan-
age is looked upon by the Sammarinesi as far
more mythical than the legends of their Saint.
Of a truth, at Serravalle, an orphanage does
exist ; but though the endowment thereof is
shrouded in obscurity, they do not recognise
this foreigner in any way as their benefactor,

Q2
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their duties far from efficiently; and where drain-
age could be perfect and at the least expense,
we are surprised to find an entire absence of
it. Again, the custody of the clock in the
Pianello is another important office in the gift
of the Council. In the next chapter we will
‘discuss their judicial arrangements, and some
other points of internal economy.
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due from humanity, science, and art, has
decreed’ to institute this Order, &c.; on the
register of which we find the names of Victor
Emmanuel, the Emperor of Germany, Napoleon
ITI. and his son, Prince Bismarck, and other
notable characters from various countries.

The right of conferring this Order is vested
solely in the hands of the Grand Council. The
Captains for the time being are Grand Masters
of this Order, to which they belong only during
their term of office, and are decorated with its
insignia at the time of their installation.
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