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PRE-HISTORY

Chinese Nation is the existing longest continuous nation in human history. In
the eyes of the world, China is equivalent to the terra-cotta army of 3rd century
BC, the Great Wall, the Silk Road, the last emperor and the Forbidden City.
However, China is not a homogeneous society ethnically, its history is not
completely Chinese in nature, and the continuity would be intertwined with
barbarian ruling for several durations in past two millennia. In this section, we
will discuss China's prehistory. While the Chinese are proud of calling their
history "up and down five thousand years", the start of recorded history
acknowledged by the academic would start with the Shang Dynasty (1765 BC -
1122 BC) as a result of the discovery of oracle bones. Because of the oracle
bones, China's recorded history from Shang Dynasty is authenticated. A Chinese
research project which started in 1995 had been reported to have pushed the
exact date to the year 2070 BC as the point of start for Xia Dynasty. Stanford
University scholar, David Nivision, had derived the date of 2026 BC, instead, as
a result of his own independent studies. (The new research project should be
considered a politics-influenced work.) Repeating citations of ancient stories
and legends in Chinese classics certainly implied a much longer evolution
history than Shang Dynasty, and Cangjie characters from Huangdi Era of 26th
century BC could not be discounted, either. The first dynasty of Xia (2207 BC -
1766 BC), claiming a domain of nine ancient prefectures and leaving its lineage
in both the ancient Yue people on

southeastern Chinese coasts and the Uyqurs B

in today's Western China, is certainly a real g
entity. -

On the dynasty panel, I had included dates g%
for Xia-Shang-Zhou dynasties from the new
research project, with superscript of 2. Prof
David Nivision reportedly had spent

enormous time in tracing the Chinese Xia
Dynasty to 2026 BC by re-calculating each
emperor's years of reign, minus and plus the
unrecorded years such as imperial

mourning. Also in dispute would be the




counting method in regards to the years of reign for ancient lords, and short
counting / long counting may produce vastly different dates. This is because
the dates for ancient lords are usually for the first full year of the reign and
could be skipped should the lords fail to survive for one full year.

China's earliest substantiated year would be the fourteen year long
"interregnum" (republican administrative period) of Western Zhou Dynasty,
beginning from year 841 BC. There is a reason for the ambiguity of early
Chinese dates. China's cultural heritage suffered a severe setback as a result of
Qin Emperor Shihuangdi's book burning in the 3rd century BC. 150 years after
book burning, scholars were still having difficulties re-compiling the lost
classics. It was recorded that some surviving books hidden by the 8th grandson
of Confucius (Kong Zixiang) inside of the walls in Confucius' house were
discovered during Han Emperor Wudi's reign in 1st century BC, and it enabled
scholars to make comparisons between the authentic rotten books and those
books which were re-compiled via oral recitation from memories of old scholars.
Because of the damages, important history books were forever destroyed.

China's civilization is dated later than the Sumer Civilization of 3500 BC,
Ancient Egypt of 3100 BC, Minoan of 2000 BC, and Indian of 2500 BC. The
excavations, however, had produced refined potteries going back as much as
5000 BC. Six bone flutes dating
from 7000-5700 B.C at site of Jiahu
in central Henan Province certainly
pointed to the existence of an
advanced human civilization. In
the same area, tortoise shells with
the pictograms were found buried
with human remains in 24 graves
unearthed at Jiahu. The notable
thing about the Chinese Civilization is that it is not disrupted ever since, even
under barbarian ruling in between. Both Mongols and Manchus, who had ruled
an integral China, had adopted the Chinese language for its governance, for
example. There are people who had tried to link China to the ancient Egyptian
pictographic language to prove the common origin of human beings. Scholar
Luo Xianglin pointed out that Frenchman Terrien Lacouperie was the first to
propose the fallacious claim of Babylon as the "Western Origin Of The Early
Chinese Civilization" in 1894. Interaction between civilization inevitable, one




interesting thing would be the 12 Chinese Earthly Stems which coincided with
the Zodiac. Lacking solid evidence, I will uphold the independence of Chinese
civilization in discussions here.

Beginning from Shang Dynasty, underground records like oracle bones, i.e.,
tortoise shells and flat cattle bones with inscribed characters of ancient
Chinese, had provided solid collaborations of events noted in written records
above-ground. Archaeological excavations of artifacts dating from about 1384
BC, from the last capital city of Shang Dynasty at Anyang, i.e., 'Yin Xu' [Shang
Wastes], attested to the historical records found in later chronicles. The oracle
bone characters are quite mature, pointing to a very long lasting evolution
stage for thousands of years prior to Shang. Ancient Chinese records are quite
reliable, and some archaeologists traced the ancient records of comets and
found they did coincide with the cycles of comets that frequent earth today
still. Excavations from Xia Dynasty, i.e., 'Xia Xu' or Xia Wastes, had been under
studies to authenticate the stories and legends of its times or those legends
about the Three Huang ("lords or emperors") and Five Di ("lords or emperors")
preceding Xia. In 1987, Beijing Univ publishing house printed the anthology of
articles in a book entitled Hua Xia Civilization, with quite some academic-
quality writings, including writing by Zhang Guangzhi. There are reports of
archaeological findings of Chinese pictographic characters older than Shang's
tortoise shell characters. In the 1960s and 1970s, archaeologists have uncovered
urban sites, bronze implements, and tombs that point to the existence of Xia
civilization. Until definite results could be derived, we won't be able to explore
further at this time. At minimum, the Xia period would mark an evolutionary
stage between the late neolithic cultures and the Chinese urban civilization of
the Shang dynasty.

Excavations Of Bird-Totem Cultures

The origin of the Mongoloid people may or may not be related to the
sinanthropus shoukoutien (300-500 thousand years old), the homo erectus
pekinensis found in today's Zhoukoudian, near Beijing. As archaeologists and
anthropologists pointed out, modern men did not come from homo erectus, nor
homo sapiens (80-200 thousand years ago), but homo sapiens sapiens (20-70
thousand years ago), instead. Recent DNA tests had provided clues that the
Chinese males' genes do share one similar feature with the Africans, proving



that mankind did come out of Africa. Mankind became active on the globe only
after the dissipation in 9000 BC of the last Ice Age, last one of the 17-19
glaciations extending from 3 million years ago. This timeframe would be labeled
Upper Palaeolithic. 15000-30 thousand years ago, the Mongoloid people had
started to cross the Bering Straits. (DNA analysis led to a conclusion that about
10 hunters, with 3-4 males, followed raindeers across the Bering land-bridge to
American continent by taking advantage of the window of opportunity between
the last two glaciers.) The Mongoloid would come into tribal shapes, and they
then went though the Neolithic Age and the Bronze & Iron Age. Historians,
before the emergence of the DNA technology, had claimed that the human
genome had taken shape about 10,000 years ago. Mainly in Asian and American
continents, the Mongoloids established their lasting home base. The limited
varieties in the human races could also point to the intense competiton and
hostility between those early human beings during the long years of evolution.

An examination of the Chinese continent will yield two main rivers, the Yellow
River (i.e., Huang-he River) and the Yangtze River (i.e., Chang-jiang River).
Recent excavations had produced numerous sites showing that the early Chinese
had multiple domains, including the Sanxingdui Excavations in Sichuan
Province, the Jiangxi Province excavations, and the rice cultures of Hemudu and
Liangzhu in Zhejiang / Jiangsu provinces. (Sanxingdui Excavations had
produced bronze statutes exhibiting people with protruding eyes. Yunnan Prov
excavations proved that it was the source of tin ore used for Shang Dynasty's
bronze utensils. A good website of archaeological findings would be
ankhoaagency.com/prehistory%?200f%20mankind.htm.)

Jade Age

Recent archaelogical discoveries proposed the "Jade Age" as a transitionary
stage between Stone Age and Bronze Age. See
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200402/25/eng20040225 135852.shtml for
the discussion on "Hongshan Culture".

Scholar Luo Xianglin cited ancient book "Yue [Yue principality] Jue [splendid]
Shu [book]" in stating that in ancient times, Xuan-yuan-shi, Shen-nong-shi &
He-xu-shi utilized stone as weapon; Lord Huangdi utilized Jade as weapon; and
in Xia times, Lord Yu utilized copper as weapon, hence piercing the Longmen
[dragaon gate] Gorge of the Yellow River. The hint from ancient classics was
clear that a "Jade Age" was a matter of fact. ("Yue Jue Shu" distinction between



Xuan-yuan-shi and Lord Huangdi also verified that the two were not the same.)

Archaeological Phases

In the Yellow River area, the early Chinese civilizations flourished. In this area,
agricultural settlers would co-exist with nomadic tribes till today, a peculiar
phenomenon not seen in other earlier civilizations. With the settlement came
the domestication of animals, farming of millet, pottery and art, ceremonies,
and cultures. There is sound speculation about the fundamental cause that city-
states had developed among sedentary Chinese, i.e., the co-existence of
sedentary people with the nomadic people of the steppe who constantly preyed
upon the lower plains.

Archaeology will yield several distinct phases:

e 5000 BC?: Hemudu Culture established a presence along the lower
Yangtze River delta. There is evidence of rice cultivation, fishing, and
wood frame houses etc. Hemudu Culture was validated to have excavated
articles bearing the bird-sun totem, a heritage observed in later
Yangshao Culture and Longsang Culture;

e 4000 - 3000 BC: Yangshao Culture in the Yellow River area. There is
evidence of round structures built from mud-brick with a thatched roof
and a central peak and agriculture to clear the land to plant crops of
millet, wheat, barley, and some rice. Excavations from Quanhu-chun
Village, Liuzi-zhen Town, Hua-xian County, Shenxi Prov had produced
colored pottery depicting a bird totem with the sun in the wing.

Tian Changyue stated that around 4000 BC, Yangshao Culture began to
exhibit the sign of clan communes which would progress to 'patria
potestas' clan from 'matria potestas' clan by 3500 BC approx.

Tian Changyue also stated that Dawenkou Culture, near the Wen-shui
River of Shandong Prov, had entered the phase of clan commune and
then split into non-promiscuity marriage relationship and 'patria
potestas' clan earlier than Yangshao Culture.



Corresponding stages of cultures in other parts of China would include:
Songze Culture and Qingliangang Culture in Lower Yangtze River,
Qujialing Culture in middle Yantze River, and Majiayao Culture in Upper
Yellow River.

e 2500-1900 BC: Longshan Culture across the North China Plain and the
hills of the Shandong Peninsula. The early Chinese cultivated millet and
rice, raised pigs, sheep, goats, cattle and water buffalo, possessed
permanent villages surrounded by mud walls, and utlized wells for
irrigating fields. (The Chinese character for home was a cap on top of

pig.)

Longshan Culture possessed i) potteries and china, ii) bronze articles, iii)
lacquered wood utensils (which was also in popular usage in ancient
American continents), iv) hardened mud and plaster, and v) jade, bone
and musical articles. Longshan Culture excavations had produced
potteries with similar bird totems as Yangshao Culture. Dragon totem was
also found in the same area. Scholar Gao Wei pointed out that the
colored Pottery from Taosi Excavations of Longshan Culture in Xiangfen
of Shanxi Prov had shown a winding dragon.

Tian Changyue stated that Longshan Culture was validated to have built on top
of both Da-wen-kou Culture of Shandong Prov and Yangshao Culture (around
3000 BC approx) and that Longshan Culture could be sub-classified into: east
Henan Prov, west Henan Prov, south Shanxi Prov, and south of Wei-shui River in
Shenxi Prov. Excavations exhibited a co-existence of a) non-promiscuity small
family with husband and wife and b) 'patria potestas' clan. Tian Changyue, the
editor of Hua Xia Civilization anthology, equated 'patria potestas' to servitus and
pointed to the funeral slaves, pork bones and different burial articles from Taosi
excavations in Xiangfen of Shanxi Prov as evidence of caste strata.



Banpo Type --> Dongzhuangcun Type --> Miaodigou Type --...-->
Xiwangcun Type

Miaodigou Culture II (3000-2500 BC) Longshan Culture Taosi
Type (2500-1900 BC)

Early Stage --> Middle Stage --> Late Stage Early Stage
--> Middle Stage --> Late Stage

Taosi (2400-
1800 BC) Dongxiafeng Type (2200-1700 BC)

Dongxiafeng Type Of Erlitou Culture (2200-1700 BC) Yanshi
Type of Erlitou Culture (1900-1500 BC)



Liu Qiyu stated, on basis of the craftsmanship on potteries, that the Xia
people's developments could be embodied by three stages of evolutions, i.e.,
Taosi of southwestern Shanxi Prov, Dongxiafeng of southeastern Shanxi Prov,
and Erlitou Culture in Yanshi of Henan Prov. Liu Qiyu also noted that copper
utensils were both discovered in Dongxiafeng and Yanshi Erlitou, and he
concurred with Zou Heng/Sun Hua in validating an extrapolation that the
Longshan culture of Henan Prov, together with Dongxiafeng culture in Shanxi
Prov, would be the two inputs into Erlitou Culture in Yanshi of Henan Prov. The
phases I & II of Erlitou being definitely Longshan culture time period, I could
not ascertain whether it was under Xia people or Dong-yi people by simply
reading opposing viewpoints from various experts; however, I am more inclined
to adopting Liu Qiyu's opinion that Erlitou Culture that received inputs from
Shanxi-Henan provinces, dated the 3rd phase of Erlitou (Yanshi, Henan Prov),
must have been under Xia people. Liu Qiyu speculated that phases I & II of
Erlitou was still a succession of Dongxiafeng in Shanxi Prov, but it might have
been influenced by Henan Prov's Longshan Culture as shown in similar patterns
on potteries. Liu Qiyu further pointed out that by the 4th phase, the Yanshi
excavations pointed to the dilapidation of Xia Dynasty palaces in the area. (Liu
Qiyu always upheld the theory that Qi, Lord Yu's son, had his capital
established at Xunyi, i.e., today's Yanshi of Henan Prov and the seat of Erlitou
Culture. Liu Qiyu, to rebut the viewpoint that phases III & IV of Erlitou might
belong to early Shang people, stated that it was the opposite way around, that
is, the Xia people of IIT & IV of Erlitou influenced the Erligang 'shengwen' [i.e.,
jormon] potteries in Zhengzhou of Henan Prov.)

Comment In Regards To Dragon Totem

Should we have refuted the disputes in regards to the equivalency of Xia
People's Culture and Longshan Culture, then we need to point out excavations
of dragon-totem colored pottery in almost every tomb discovered in southern
Shanxi Prov, and those excavations were dated to be Taosi Type Culture (2400-
1800 BC). Reading through ancient legends, however, we could derive a valid
speculation that earliest ancient Chinese, represented by both Tai-hao and
Shao-hao tribes, had appeared to be upholding birds as their totem. This could
be seen in excavations from Hermudu, Yangshao and Longshan cultures.
Beginning from Taosi Type excavations, dragon totems began to emerge, and
this time frame coincided with the conversion of two brotherly tribes of Jiang-
surname Yandi tribe and Ji-surname Huangdi tribe from the west and north.



Dragon-totem colored potteries, per Gu Xiegang (Gu Jiegang, i.e, Liu Qiyu's
teacher), pointed to Xia people as the original inhabitants of southern Shanxi
Prov while both Lord Yao and Lord Shun were appropriated to the land of 'Xia'
after Xia people's eastward expansion into the bird-totem Eastern Yi barbarian
land. (Gu Xiegang cited ancient classics Zu Zhuan in stating that nowhere in Zu
Zhuan could find references i) that Lord Shun was surnamed 'Yu' or Lord Yao
surnamed 'Tang' and ii) that Zu Zhuan did not have any reference about Yu-shi
clan of Xia people being the descendant of Lord Shun or Tao-tang-shi clan of
Xia people being the descendant of Lord Yao.)

Legends Of Ancient Tribes

Chinese civilization, in mythology, begins with 'Pang Gu Kai Tian', namely,
Pan'gu creating the universe, and there are a succession of legendary sages,
overlords and ancient emperors. Pan'qu, however, was a relatively new legend.
Recently, some historian had speculated that Pangu was the same person as
Panhuy, i.e., ancestor of southern barbarians. Before Pan'qu, China used to
possess Chong-li (Zhong-1i) story of separating sky from earth. (Zeng
Guangdong, at regenerating-universe.org/Chinesebelief, concluded that "China's
civilization is totally home grown ... The fact that the early Chinese did not
believe in Gods and also did not leave us beliefs or legends of any kind of divine
creation will remain always a mystery. Anyhow, it was only in the Three
Kingdom epoch about the 3rd Century AD that a writer named Shu Zheng [Xu
Zheng] did tell the only story of creation that has existed in Chinese history
ever since."

Senior Scholar Wei Juxian stated that Pan-gu-shi story of Qin-Han time periods
had derived from the story of Chong-li in Western Zhou Dynasty, 1000 years
earlier than Pan'qu. Wei Juxian cited Chu Yu section of ancient classics Guo Yu
in stating that Chu King Zhaowang asked Guansefu a question: "What did
ancient classics Zhou Shu mean by the sentence that Chong-li caused the
heaven and earth disconnect from each other?" Chu King Zhaowang's question
was in regards to Luu Xing statement about heaven and earth disconnection by
Chong-li during a conversation with Zhou King Muwang (r. 1001-946 BC).

Minority peoples in southern China appeared to be the input of many myths of
universe creation and human creation. Gourd, i.e., a plant similar to the shape



of a woman's body, was often cited as the source of human creation by minority
people like Wa-zu. Wa-zu claimed that they were born from gourd earlier than
other ethnic groups. In Yunnan Prov, 3000-year-old stone carvings and cliff
drawings had been discovered, with totem-like pictures including snakes and
lizards (i.e., dragon totem), birds (i.e., phoenix totem) and gourd. Cangyuan
area of Yunnan Prov was called Hulu-guo or Gourd Country in ancient times.

In remote antiquity, there appeared such clans as Nii-wa-shi, Gong-gong-shi,
Zhu-rong-shi and Fu-xi-shi etc. "Huai Nan Zi" talked about Nii-wa (a female)
mending the collapsed skies as a result of the fightings between Gonggong (god
of fire) and Zhurong (god of water). Nii-wa was said to have created people out
of mud figurines. (A Western Han Dynasty story claimed that Nii-wa was the
younger sister of Fuxi.) Gao Xingjian, Year 2000 Nobel Prize winner, wrote a
dramatized version of "Shan Hai Jing" ('Classics of Mountains and Seas') in
which he documented the ancient account stating that Fu-xi and Nu-wa, both
in the shape of serpine body but human face, had born the mankind. Fuxi, aka
Tai-hao-shi, was said to be the ancestor of phoenix tribe, i.e., Dong-yi [Eastern
Yi] people; however, Fuxi was also recorded to have first originated in the west
of China. Fuxi, according to ancient classics, possessed the 'Feng4' (phoenix)
surname. "Zuo Zhuan" repeatedly stated that Tai-hao-shi, whose ruins ware at
later Chen-guo fief, had such family names as 'Ren4' and 'Su4' around the
domain of Henan-Shandong provinces. Fu Xi was said to have invented the nets
for catching animals and fishes, instituted the protocol of marriage, created the
theory of Yin-Yang (i.e., female-male), authored the works of I-Ching (i.e., the
Book of Changes), and invented Ba-Gua (i.e., Trigrams). Zeng Guangdong
claimed that "Fu Xi was the initiation of the Chinese written language".

After the death of Fuxi, Nii-wa-shi would replace Tai-hao-shi as the leader of
phoenix or bird-totem tribes. Over dozen clans (i.e., **-**-shi) had carried on
the tradition of bird-totem. Shao-hao-shi would be a junior clan which have
derived from Tai-hao-shi the senior clan. Both Tai-hao-shi and Sha-hao-shi
continued for thousand years, till the time of Xia Dynasty. Some scholar
interpreted the ancient wordings to point out that Qi[3], first overlord of
dragon-totem Xia Dynasty and son of Lord Yu, would later defeat both Tai-hao-
shi and Shao-hao-shi tribes in Henan-Shandong provinces and solidify Xia
people's rule over Eastern Yi people.

Then came along Shennong or Yandi the Fiery Lord. Huangfu Mi (Jinn Dynasty)



commented that Shen-nong-shi replaced another tribe called Pao-xi-shi (Pao Xi
Shi), i.e., hunting tribe. (Pao-xi-shi was also known as Fuxu-shi or Fu-xi-shi,
aka Taihao clan.) Before that, Pao-xi-shi had replaced You-chao-shi (You Chao
Shi), the people who made homes on the tree, while You-chao-shi had replaced
Sui-ren-shi (Sui Ren Shi), i.e., the people who lived by making fire from the
stones or wood. (Ancient legends stated that Sui-ren had contrived the idea of
making fire by observing the woodpecker behavior.)

Note that Shen-nong-shi's totem is ox, not bird. Shennong or Yandi was born by
a You-giao-shi woman after visiting Hua-yang (south of Mt Huashan ?) where
she was impregnated by a dragon-faced spirit. This impreganation could mean a
conversion of dragon-totem and ox-totem tribes. Yandi, having a human body
and an ox face, was noted for his agricultural accomplishments and revered as
the overlord with the virtue of fire. After Shen-nong-shi failed to reign in the
vassals, Huangdi (Yellow Overlord) came to assert his power. The Yellow Lord
and Fiery Lord are the most famous among those legendary figures. The legends
would develope into the polytheism, ancestor worship and a worship of gods
including Shang-Tian (the Heaven on High or Lord Highness). Huangdi would
be where we are to trace the lineage of later overlords as well as the kings &
emperors of Xia-Shang-Zhou-Qin dynasties.

Sui-ren-shi

|
|
You-chao-shi
|
|
Pao-xi-shi (Fu-xi-shi)



(a dozen of bird-totem clans)

Shen-nong-shi (Yandi)

You-xiong-shi (Huangdi, aka Xuanyuan-shi or Xuan-yuan-shi)

Often neglected would be a clan entitled Hexu-shi, a tribe that some people had
equated to so-called Hua-xu-shi where the character 'Hua' for denoting Xia
Chinese was to develop.

Speculation As To Proto Groups

Two proto groups of peoples, Hua People (also denoted Huaxia or Xia where the
character 'hua' was said to have derived from the Huashan Mountain near Xi'an
city, a name that was more likely to have been appropriated from across the
Yellow River) vs Yi People (also denoted Dongyi or Eastern Yi in later times),
would come into play in this prehistoric time period. Scholar Liu Qiyu pointed
out that 'hua' and 'xia', pronounced the same way as [hwer] in today's Yantze
Delta dialects, would mean for the original land of the Xia people under Lord
Huangdi and later Lord Yu, a place validated to be southern Shanxi Prov, with
three ancient bends of the Yellow River forming a U-shape loop. (In ancient
times, Western Bend would be today's Eastern Bend.) Liu Qiyu located ancient
Hua-shui River in southern Shanxi Prov and claimed that Huashan Mountain of
Shenxi Prov was a name that was later appropriated.
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The classification of early Chinese into two groups would be an over-
simplication. Since issues still exist as to the sub-components that had
comprised the two major groups of people, it would be a good generalization for
the time being. The issues would be: i) how to explain the relationship of
Chiyou vs Huangdi vs Yandi tribal groups; ii) how to explain the fact that
dragon-totem Huangdi tribal group shared the same bird-totem as all those a)
former cultures and b) latter Dong-yi people; iii) how to explain the fact that
Chiyou's Jiu-li (Nine Li2) tribal group could have shared the ox-totem as Yandi
tribal group; iv) how to dispute the claim that Huangdi tribal group might have
origin in Altaic-speaking people (? wild claim) on the steppe; v) how to refute
Scholar Wang Guowei's claim that dragon-totem Xia people dispersed to the



north and the west as two respective branches of Huns and Yuezhi after Shang
Dynasty overthrew the Xia rule in Henan Prov; and vi) how to explain southern
barbarians' adoption of dogs as a possible totem.

There had been speculations by someone called Qin Yanzhou in regards to
Yandi, Huangdi and Chiyou. Qin Yanzhou claimed that the ox-totem Yandi tribal
group had evolved from proto-Xi-Rong people in northwestern China and that
the bird-totem (? simoultaneously dragon-totem) Huangdi tribal group had
evolved from proto-Bei-Di people in northern China. Qin Yanzhou also claimed
that after the mix-up of Yandi/Huangdi tribal groups, they adopted 'dragon' as
the totem (??? very speculative). Qin Yanzhou's wild speculations also claimed a
direct relationship of those proto peoples to the excavated homo erectus in
different areas of China, a physiological fallacy in light of the common
knowledge that human beings came from homo sapien sapien instead. Qin
Yanzhou had another flaw as far as reconciling the timing and history of San-
Miao relocation to Gansu Prov during Lord Shun's reign is concerned.

Common-sense historians agreed that Proto-Xi-Rong people who remained in
northwestern China would be later Qiang[1] and Di[1] (i.e., ancestors of Tibetan
people) while proto-Bei-Di people who remained in northern China would be
later steppe people like the Huns and Turks. Proto-Bei-Di people had been
linked to later Altai-speaking people like Huns and Turks, while proto-Xi-Rong
people would be Qiangic ancestors of Tibetans.

Scholar Luo Xianglin's Assertions

Scholar Luo Xianglin, in "History of Chinese Nationalities" (Chinese Culture
Publishing Enterprise Co, Taipei, Taiwang, May 1953 edition), stated that
ancient China possessed five tribal groups: Xia, Qiang, Di[1], Yi, and Man[2].
Per Luo Xianglin, Xia people first originated in Mt Minshan and upperstream
River Min-jiang areas of Sichuan-Gansu provincial borderline. Xia people then
split into two groups, with one going north to reach Wei-shui River and
upperstream Han-shui River of Shenxi Prov and then east to Shanxi Prov by
crossing the Yellow River.

The second group, per Luo Xianglin, went south to populate southern Chinese
provinces as the 'Yue' people. Luo Xianglin's linking Yue people to Xia people
was based on the common lexicon 'yue' which meant for excavated ancient
"stone axe".



Luo Xianglin stated that five tribal groups of Xia, Qiang, Di[1], Yi, and Man[2]
shared the same origin.

Discussions In Anthology Hua Xia Civilization

Scholar Gao Wei pointed out that the colored Pottery from Taosi Excavations of
Longshan Culture in Xiangfen of Shanxi Prov, dated 2400-2500 BC approx, had
shown a winding dragon. Should we use the dragon totem as a guide, then this
place of excavation (i.e., southern Shanxi Prov) would be the original site of the
early Xia people. (Chinese classics had mentioned two dragon-related clans, i.e.,
the Huan-long-shi clan during Lord Shun's reign and the Yu-long-shi clan
during Xia Dynasty. Here, 'huan' meant for raising or husbandry, 'yu4' meant for
driving or controlling, while 'long' meant for dragon.) As explained earlier,
Longshan Culture excavations, like the preceding Yangshao Culture, had
produced potteries with mostly bird totems, including a bird totem with the sun
in the wing.

Longshan Culture, having interactions with bird-totem Dong-yi people to the
southeast, could pose an academic challenge as to the nature of ethnicity.
Consensus would be to treat the Longshan Culture as equivalent to Xia Dynasty
and to equate Longshan people to the dragon-totem tribe under former Huangdi
the Yellow Lord and latter Lord Yu. Should we deem the dragon-totem
component as an outsider, then we could still claim the nativity of bird-totem
component as the first-stage and accept the emergence of dragon-totem as the
second-stage of the culture in this area. The safest bet would be to treat both
bird-totem Yi people and dragon-totem Xia people as merely two parallel
developing tribal group that shared the same origin. Xia people, per Liu Qiyu,
later moved from Shanxi to Henan Prov to establish the dynasty of Xia, and Liu
Qiyu validated the demise of Xia in Henan Prov by citing the ancient statement
that 'Xia Dynasty ended when the Yi-shui and Luo-shui rivers ran dry'. Xia
people certainly brought with them the important dragon totem, a mark that
was later observed among the Huns of Mongolia and the Tungus of Manchuria
for the thousands of years to come. This important totem also denote their
continuous blood or tribal relationship.

Ancient records claimed that early legendary lords of Yao [Yao-di], Shun [Shun-
di] and Yu [Yu-di] had prospered in different locations of central China at
different stages: first Lord Yao (Tao-tang-shi) in southern Shanxi Prov, then



Lord Shun (You-yu-shi) in Henan-Shandong provinces, and lastly Lord Yu (Xia-
hou-shi) in western Henan Prov. Hence, Tian Changyue compromised different
views by stating that Xia people might have two tribes, with 1) father Gun
developing in southern Shanxi Prov where they were previously subordinate to
Lord Yao and 2) the son Lord Yu developing in western Henan Prov by means of
an alliance with Lord Zhuanxu's tribe. Lord Yu, per Tian Changyue, adopted
'xuan yu' (i.e., black fish) as the totem while his father Gun continued with the
dragon totem and Lord Yu's tribe would later absorb his father's native Xia
people in southern Shanxi Prov. (The character 'Gun' was a combination of two
words: black and fish. Senior scholar Wei Chu-Hsien pointed out that ancient
Gun legends in "Shan Hai Jing" implied a possible migration of Gun people to
American continents since Gun's body turned into 'huang xiong' [American
Brown Bear] in the water.)

Burial Difference In Dragon-totem & Bird-totem Peoples

What could be confidently validated would be the burial difference in dragon-
totem and bird-totem peoples. Studies of tomb burials from Yangshao and
Longshan excavations, per Liu Qiyu, had disclosed two drastically different
cultures, with the eastern China containing male-female joint burials while the
western China merely single male burials. Liu Qiyu pointed out that the Xia
people to the west had adopted the ancient 'concubine inheritance system', i.e.,
the successors of nobles or lords would take over the concubines and wives of
their fathers and brothers instead of forcing those women to be buried alive
with their late husbands. Hence, one more linkage, i.e., 'concubine inheritance
system', exists to point to the Huns and Turks as the descendants of the Xia
people.

Reconciliations For Peoples of Different Totems

Qin Yanzhou speculated that proto-Dong-Yi shared similar ancestry as proto-
Bei-Di, while proto-Nan-Man shared similar ancestry as proto-Xi-Rong. Qin
Yanzhou claimed that proto-Dong-Yi had come to eastern China from the steppe
earlier than Huangdi's proto-Bei-Di people's relocation to northern China from
the steppe (??? highly speculative !!! Read Shi Zi's statement in regards to deep
eyesocket barbarians to the north of Huangdi for clarification). Qin Yanzhou's
claim in regards to proto-Nan-Man's relationship to proto-Xi-Rong is close to
related studies in regards to relationship between Nii-wa (Nii-wa-shi) around
mid-Yangtze area and Fu-xi (Fu-xi-shi) in northern China, but both approaches
had violated the historical claim that Nii-wa and Fu-xi had adopted the bird-



totem the same way as Eastern Yi people.

As a result of conversions and diversions of the said five tribal groups, any
allusion to a pure totem distinction would be futile. Should any tribal group
possess a totem from another another tribal group, it would doubtless be the
result of conversion. http://www.xslx.com/htm/shgc/zgls/2004-02-17-
16092.htm, in discussion of the ancient overlords Huangdi, Yandi & Chiyou and
their wars, had attempted to sort out the tribal groups to no effect. (The merit
of this discussion, in my viewpoint, would be the tracing of the origin of a
common erroreous claim in regards to "nomadic" or "mobile" nature of Huangdi
the Yellow Overlord, hence refuting derivative claim that Huangdi people had
link to Altaic steppe people. Author Wang Xiansheng, in pointing out that
Shang Dynasty's ancestor, i.e., King Wang-hai, was killed in the You-yi-guo
territory while herding sheep and buffalo, with no mention of "horse raising" or
"horseback warrior" whatsoever, concluded that Huangdi, who was hundred
years earlier than Shang King Wang-hai, would not have anything to do with
"horse raising" or "horseback warrior" of the steppe people.)

By citing the sentence of "relocating various groups of people and zoning the
territories of the nation" inside "Section On Xia Lord Yu" in Sima Qian's
"Historian's Records", Scholar Luo Xianglin attributed the i) flooding at the end
of Stone Age and ii) Xia people's "quelling floods" activities to the initial
migrations and dispositions of five ancient tribal groups. That is how the
ancient designations like "zhong [central] xia", "hua [flowery] xia", "zhu
[various] xia" and "qu[different?] xia" came about. In Luo Xianglin's viewpoint,
four other tribal groups of Qiang, Di[1], Yi, and Man[2] went through a process
of conversion and diversion with Xia people. In the west, Qiangic people spread
across Tibet-Qinghai-Sichuan-Gansu-Shenxi provinces to become Xi-Rong & Xi-
Qiang; in the east, Yi [meaning the people with bows semantically] spread
across Jiangsu-Anhui-Shandong-Henan-Hebei-Manchuria to become Dong-Yi; in
the south, Man[2] spread across Hubei-Hunan-Jiangxi-Guizhou-Guangxi-Fujian-
Zhejiang to become Nan-Man; and in the north, Di[1] spread across Xinjiang-
Ningxia-Mongolia-Shanxi-Hebei provinces to become Bei-Di. Here, Xi-Rong or
Western Rong meant for later Rong people (Sino-Tibetan speaking Qiangic
people) in northwestern China, Bei-Di or Northern Di meant for later northern
Di[2] people, Dong-Yi or Eastern Yi people meant for later Yi people in the east,
and Nan-Man or Southern Man2 meant for the southern barbarians.



Note that Scholar Wang Zhonghan cited "Guan-zi" in stating that it would be
around the middle of Warring States time period that Qi Principality editors
adopted the terms of four barbarians as might have existed at the time of Guan-
zi [Guan Zhong] of Spring & Autumn time period. Any four directional
designations earlier than the Warring States time period of Eastern Zhou
Dynasty would be merely for sake of differentiating among proto barbarians.

Legends Of Yellow Lord vs Fiery Lord

Chinese classics, per Sima Qian's "Shi Ji", claimed that early Chinese overlords
were of same heritage. Yandi (Fiery Lord) was said to have been born in Lixiang,
east of the Yellow River, and he was known as Li-shan-shi by the name of
Lixiang. (Alternatively speaking, Yandi was said to have been born or had
grown up on the bank of ancient Jiang-shui River, while Jiang-shui, should it
be treated the same as Qiang-shui River, would be commonly known as Bai-he
[white river, i.e., ancient Bailongjiang or White Dragon River] in Qinghai Prov to
the west. The legend of "Yandi's mother being impregnated by a dragon-faced
spirit in Hua-yang [south of Mt Huashan ?], however, pointed to a different
locality for conception.) Huangdi (Yellow Overlord) were said to be born in
eastern China, somewhere close to Shandong Peninsula. (However, Huangdi's
tribe might very well had originated from the west and migrated to the east
because the Yangshao Culture of the Yellow River was dated older than the
Longshan Culture in Shandong Peninsula. It would be in Zhuoluo area of today's
Hebei Prov that Huangdi tribe had engaged in wars against Chiyou tribe, albeit
omitting any possible encounter with Tai-hao-shi and Shao-hao-shi people who
were said to be orthodox people of the east.) Yandi and Huangdi had origin in
the land of the Yi people to the east, in or near today's Shandong Province. For
simplicity's sake, I would have no choice but to lock down the birthplaces of
Yandi and Huangdi as the points of origin.

Yandi and Huangdi, said to be sons of Shaodian tribe, should be considered
brotherly tribes or tribes with close bloodline ties. Yandi, the ancestor of
Qiangic and Tibetan people, had their offshoots reaching as far south as today's
Yunnan Prov of Southwestern China, i.e., the seat of Nan-zhao and Da-li
statelets. Today's Yi-zhu and Bai-zhu minorities in the Southwest could be
traced to ancient Di[1]-Qiang[2] people who migrated southward along the
Hengduan Mountain Range. Ancient Di[1]-Qiang[2] people had much greater



influence in ancient China than people could imagine: They were commented to
have also shared genetical similarity with ancient Jomon people in Japan, i.e.,
ancestors of Ainu.

Yandi, Huangdi, and Lord Zhuanxu were recorded to have treated Qufu of
Shandong as the capital. (Qufu was considered to be the statelet of Da-ting-shi
clan.) Lord Zhuanxu later relocated to Shangqgiu of Henan Prov.

Ban Gu commented that Yandi (Fiery Lord) was entitled Shen-nong-shi (Shen
Nong Shi) for his teachings of agriculture to the people: Shen-Nong was said to
have invented the plough and mastered the Chinese herbal medicines. Yandi
was said to be born near the ancient Jiang-shui River and hence named Jiang.
(The surname of 'jiang', similar to Huangdi's surname of 'ji', carries the female
denotation in the character parts, which originally meant for the matrilineal or
matriarchal tribal affiliations.) Yandi was also known as Lieshan-shi, which was
a name with patrilineal or patriarchal tribal affiliation. The birthplace was in
later Li-guo fief. Yandi relocated to later Chen-guo fief and Lu-guo fief (Qufu,
Shandong, on Shandong Peninsula), consecutively. Yandi possessed the head in
the shape of an ox and could be considered semi-god & semi-human. Yandi was
embodiment of the virtue of 'fire' in Chinese metaphysics. "Guo Yii" stated that
both Yandi and Huangdi were sons of Shaodian Tribe. The reconciliation here
will be to treat Shen-nong as a titular title, not a specific person, and to treat
Shaodian as a tribal group. This is because the matrilineal affiliated name of
Yandi (‘jiang') and the matrilineal affiliated name of Huangdi ('ji') could also
hint two separate women as their both mothers. Shang people, starting from
ancestor Xie, had adopted patrilineal lineages, as validated by Shang's oracle
bones. (Huns and Turks had retained the custom of matrilineal affiliated
surnames much longer: The Founder of Hunnic Han Dynasty, Liu Yuan, was a
good example of having retained the family name of 'Liu' from the Han Dynasty
princesses, and the Ashina Turk had obtained the surname from their mother as
well.)

According to Sima Qian, Lord Huangdi (i.e., Yellow Lord, 1. 2697 - 2599 BC?) was
the son of Shaodian tribe. Ancient sovereigns carried the character 'di4' as
equivalent to overlords. (Note that the prevalent designation of 'Yellow Emperor'
is semantically errorenous since the title 'emperor' did not get coined till Qin's
First Emperor Shihuangdi.) Huangdi or Yellow Lord was born at Shougiu, to the
northeast of today's Qufu, Shandong Province (i.e., ancient Yanzhou



Prefecture). Huangdi's last name is Gongsun, and it was renamed to Ji(1) while
growing up on the bank of ancient Ji-shui River. He was also known as
Xuanyuan by the name of Xuanyuan Mountain. (Xuanyuan-shi, also interpreted
as the radius grooves or shafts of the carts, would be a patrilineal tribal
affiliation to mean that Huangdi had invented compass and chariots etc. Guo
Moruo, however, claimed that 'xuanyuan' could denote some kind of three-leg
turtle that would mutate into later lizard and dragon totems.) Lord Yandi (Fiery
Lord) was in charge of China prior to the emergence of Huangdi (Yellow Lord).
Since Yandi's descendants (i.e., Yu-mang or Ru-Wan) could not control the
tribes and the central plains, Lord Huangdi organized his army and took the
place of Shennong-shi after fighting three wars against the Yandi Tribe. Lord
Huangdi defeated Lord Yandi's tribe in a place called Banquan, and hence
replaced Shen-nong-shi as the overlord of then China. Huangdi was the
embodiment of the virtue of 'earth' in Chinese metaphysics, and the character
'huang' meant for the yellow color of the earth, not the color of hair. ("Racial
approach" experts - Don't get wrong ! Arnold J. Toynbee, in 1910s, already
refuted the racial approach to the origin of civilizations.) Since Huangdi was the
embodiment of earth, later Toba (Tuoba or Topa) people, who claimed descent
from one of the Huangdi's sons, adopted the 'tu' (i.e., 'tuo' for mud or earth)
and 'ba’ (a northern dialect meaning descendant') as their clan name.

Huangdi's country was entitled You-xiong-shi, i.e., bear country (a place near
today's Xinzheng of Henan Province), a name also interpreted as Huangdi's
husbandry endeavors. (Zuo Zhuan stated that Huangdi was also named Di-hong-
shi. You-xiong-shi, Di-hong-shi or Xuanyuan-shi were alternative paternal tribal
titular names, while the name of 'Ji' meant the matrilineal tribal affiliations.)
Lord Huangdi had 25 sons, among whom 14 had established their own family
names. Two elder sons, Changyi and Xuanxiao, were both conferred the land in
the west, i.e., today's Sichuan Province. One of the sons born with Huangdi's
Wife Leizu is called Changyi. Changyi was conferred the land in Sichuan
Province, by the ancient Ruo-shui River, and Changyi's son, named Gaoyang, is
Lord Zhuanxu (1. BC 2514 - 2437 ?).

Huangdi's Ethnicity

Prof Wei Chu-Hsien cited ancient classics "Shi-zi" (approx 338 BC works) in
authenticating the ethnicity about ancient barbarians in four directions: Guan-
xiong-guo in the south, Chang-gu-guo (Chang-gong? long arm) in the west,
Shen-mu-guo (deep eye socket) in the north, and Yuhu and Yujing as east-sea



and north-sea seagods. Here, I will, once and for all, settle the issues in regards
to Huangdi or the Yellow Overlord, i.e., i) semantic error in translating the
overlord for 'di4' into emperor; ii) appropriation in attaching Caucasian tag to
Huangdi. I will use Shi-zi's record of deep eye socket people to the north of
Huangdi as a corrobaration that Huangdi people were not of deep-socket eyes at
all. Furthermore, I had expounded the ethnic nature of various Rong people in
the hun.htm section and cleared the dispute in regards to the ethnicity of
'Rong' people as merely Sino-Tibetan Qiangic peoples.

Among ill-intended claims as to non-Mongoloid origin of Chinese civilization,
apparently deviations of the "racial approach" in regards to the origin of
civilization, there were claims about Linzi DNA analysis. I have already observed
some wild claims, including 1) Qi Principality on Shandong Peninsula must be
non-Chinese since DNA studies of Shandong remains had implication of maybe
'Caucasoid’, 2) Confucius must be a Caucasian as a result of his birthplace in
Shandong, and 3) Huangdi the Yellow Overlord must be a Caucasian because of
the yellow designation.
http://mbe.oupjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/20/2/214 carried an article
about the new research paper by Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution,
claiming that "The reanalysis of two previously published ancient mtDNA
population data sets from Linzi (same province) then indicates that the ancient
populations had features in common with the modern populations from south
China rather than any specific affinity to the European mtDNA pool". (Prof Wei
Chu-Hsien, in China & America, had research into 'bat cave' drawings on Taiwan
Island and concluded that ancient Taiwan aboriginals had migrated there from
coastal China.)

Comment In Regards To 'Xing' (Surname) & Shi (clan name)

Ancient Chinese overlords possessed 'Xing4' (Surname), a word meaning 'born by
a woman'. Huangdi's Jil surname and Yandi's Jiang3 surname are good
examples. Chinese surnames used to carry female character part to denote the
maternal tribal affiliations. The descendants or vassals enjoyed the so-called
'family name' of Shi4 (clan name), i.e., patrilineal tribal titular names. It would
be during the Han Dynasty that Chinese mixed up surnames and clan names for
designating the 'last name' in modern sense. One good example about this
intricacy would be the name of Jiang Taigong the counsellor for Zhou King
Wenwang. Jiang Taigong was called Lii Shang of Lii-shi clan or Jiang Ziya with
Jiang surname.



Huangdi's Wars With Chiyou & Yandi, Respectively

When Huangdi was in regency, he had 83 Chiyou brothers in his court. Since the
Chiyou brothers were very cruel to people, Xuanyuan or Huangdi (the Yellow
Lord) fought 73 successive battles against Chi-u (Ciyou), the leader of Jiuli
tribe. Jiuli, i.e., nine 'li' people, were considered a group of Yi people.

Some advocates for southern aboriginals claimed that Chiyou (Chi-u) belonged
to southern Chinese who descended from the Liangzhu Culture and that
southerners had expanded into Hebei areas of northern China, instead. Qin
Yanzhou speculated: that Jiuli was an alliance of ox-totem southern proto-Nan-
Man people and bird-totem eastern proto-Dong-Yi people; that after Jiuli's
defeat, proto-Nan-Man people evolved into San-Miao people; that proto-Dong-Yi
inter-married with Lord Zhuanxu's tribe into later ancestors of Chu-Qin-Zhao
statelets; and that proto-Dong-Yi inter-married with Lord Diku's tribe into later
Shang people. Qin Yanzhou further divided the San-Miao into Dong-yue (Eastern
Yue or She-tribe) in the Southeast, Yao-tribe in the South and Wuling-man
barbarians (Miao tribe) in the Southwest. Qin Yanxhou classified Nan-yue
(Southern Yue people) and today's Zhuang-tribe of Guangxi/Yunnan provinces
as a mixture between Mongolians and Malays. Note Qin Yanzhou's speculation is
not supported by either written classics or archaeology. In Vietnamese &
Southerners, I had expounded the compositions of Hundred Pu People and
Hundred Yue People.

Chiyou As The Cultivator Of Original Chinese Civilization
http://www.hmongcenter.org/inonkinchipa.html had a good account of
Chiyou's contributions to the original Chinese civilization. It cited Historian Fan
Wenlanes research in saying that "Huang-Dies tribes were living an unsteady
nomadic (??? historically erroneous deduction) life in Zhuolu area when Chi You
realized the unification of agricultural tribes and founded the Nine-Li State"
along the Yangtze River and Huai-shui River. It stated that "Chi You was the
first to create weapons, penal laws and a religion, which not just played an
important pole in the development of Chinese culture and technology, but
ushered in a new epoch for the Chinese nation to enter a civilized era." It
validated the influence of Chiyou as an overlord of then China by citing the fact
(as recorded by Sima Qian's Shi Ji) that "Huang Di and the following monarchs
respected Chi You as Fight God after his death. ... Huang Di used Chi Youes
image to threaten those who wouldnet obey him. Thus Huang Di and his people




took Chi You for a god to protecting themselves and had respect for him." (Per
Fan Wenlan, Chiyou possessed 9 tribes, with nine sub-tribes each, totalling 81
tribes, and that is how the 81 Chiyou brothers came to be known in Sima Qian's
Shi Ji.) Apparently, Chiyou, being an overlord of then China, was an adversary
of Huangdi, not a vassal serving Huangdi. History could have been just revised
by the victor.

Huangdi's Rise To Power

The Yellow Lord was said to have cut off Chiyou's head in a battle in which the
Yellow Lord used six kinds of animals (possibly six tribes using animal as
totems) and most importantly, compass. The battleground was called Zhuolu,
near today's Zhuozhou of Hebei Province. Zhuolu Mountain would be where
Huangdi's new capital was before he moved to the west. (In today's Zhuozhou,
three statutes of Huangdi, Yandi and Chiyou could be seen.)

Huangdi further drove off the ancient Xunyu' barbarians in the north, reached

Gansu Province in the west, and climbed Mount Xiongshan on the Yantze River

bank in the south. The domain of his grandson, Lord Zhuanxu, reached Jiaozhi,
today's Guangdong-Guangxi bordering Vietnam.

Both Yellow Lord and the Fiery Lord are in fact titular names of the two tribal
leaders since nobody could live for hundreds of years and fought 73 successive
battles. When Confucius' student, Zai, asked whether Huangdi was a human or a
god, Confucius replied, "Huangdi was considered 300 years old because Huangdi
lived for one hundred years (111 years to be exact), Huangdi's death was
revered by people for one hundred years, and Huangdi's teachings were utilized
by people for one hundred years." (Zeng Guangdong, at regenerating-
universe.org/Chain of DNA.htm, speculated that "the so called years might
have been the cycles of moon ... It was during the rein of Di Yau [Lord Yao] that
the calendar was adjusted to 365 days for one year and the times of seasons
were fixed for agricultural purposes.")

Restrictive Definition of Hua (Huaxia) vs Yi

Confusions abound here in that many legendary figures carry multiple names or
multiple identifies are made onto one single person. While Sima Qian had
analyzed ancient classics to make sense of legends, there existed books like



"San Hai Jing" which further mystified ancient Chinese. Myths and legends
varied. For example, Yumang (Yuwang), descendent of Shin-nong (Hua-mingled
or 'sinicized'), was said to be the twin brother of Xuanyuan the Yellow Lord.
Korean nationalist point of view claimed that So-jeon (Shao Dian) was said to
be same as Shen-nong the Divine Farmer, a sinicized Yi. The Korean viewpoint
certainly had its bias in that it tried to polarize the Hua vs Yi for sake of
asserting the predominance of the Yi over the Hua people.
http://www.clas.berkeley.edu/~korea/Nat'nalist Chronology.html further
claimed that in 3528 BC, "the Dongyi people annexed territory held by Hua
chieftain Zhuiren". During the Dongyi reign of 2707 BC-2598 BC, Yumang
(Yuwang), descendent of Shin-nong (apparently Hua-mingled or 'sinicized'),
"tried to reach the coast by military means", but the Dongyi army "crushed
them and occupied their capital, Gongsang (Kongsang, in present Shandong)".

Origin of Xia

Today's Chinese would believe that the Hua People will be those agricultural
settlers in the Yellow River area, with a claim that Yandi (Fiery Lord) or Shen-
nong the Divine Farmer (approx. 3168 BC) was their ancestor. Though 'Hua',
'Huaxia' or 'Xia' had been generalized as the embodiment of orthodox Chinese
who had descended from Yandi-Huangdi lineages, the actual term did not come
about till Lord Yu's time, that is, several hundred years after Huangdi's times.

The name Xia' came from the title of Count Xia that Lord Yu received from Lord
Yao as a conferral, i.e., the fief in Yangdi (a place in dispute as to Henan or
Shanxi Prov). (Scholar Fu Sinian studied the bronze inscriptions, i.e., jin wen,
from Zhou times and concluded that the ancient five rankings of duke, marquis,
count, viscount, and baron did not conform with bronze inscriptions or classics
such as Shang Shu or Shi Jing. Fu Sinian stated that duke [gong], count [bo],
viscount [zi], and baron [nan] were originally used within a royal family as
rankings; governmentally, 'bo' or count was the leader of a conferred fief while
'hou' or marquis was for denoting the vassal guarding border posts.)

Liu Qiyu pointed out that after the demise of Xia, whoever stayed in
Shanxi/Shenxi provinces continued to call themselves 'Xia' people. First Zhou
King Wenwang eulogized the eastward flow of Feng-shui River as Lord Yu's
accomplishment, and numerous Zhou Dynasty records stated that they were
descendants of Xia Dynasty founder Lord Yu. Wei Principality, who inherited
southermost Jinn land of southern Shanxi Prov, described themselves as riding



in Xia-chariots and claiming to be Xia King. A Qin Principality official also
denoted himself as Xia-zi or son of Xia people because his mother was a Qin-ren
or Qin people. In ancient classics, during south-north dynasties, occasional
usage of the word Xia-ren' (i.e., the Xia people), had been adopted for
differentiating the Chinese of Sichuan Prov fron the barbarians there.

Ancient classics, like "Zhan Guo Ce", "Shuo Wen", "Han Shu", paraphrased 'Xia' as
meaning the central statelet. "Zhuang-zi", in the section on Tian Di Bian (i.e.,
heaven and earth), would mention a dialogue between Zhunmang and Yuanfeng
in regards to Zhuangmang's sailing into East Sea and polarized zhongguo
(central statelet) and 'si hai' (four seas). Xu Hao, in comments on "Shuo Wen",
stated that Yi-di barbarians began to invade China at the times of Xia people
and that then Chinese were hence named Xia-ren or Xia people. Liu Qiyu listed
similar parallel antagonism of ji-zhou' and 'si hai' in "Chu Ci" (Chu Principality
Poems) and "Huai Nan Zi" to validate the exact location of the land of Xia' as
equivalent to ancient 'ji-zhou' prefecture, i.e., southern Shanxi Prov. Similarly,
Liu Qiyu cited similar parallel antagonism of 'zhongguo' (central statelet) versus
'si yi' (four groups of barbarians) in "Zuo Zhuan" for same sense interpretation.

The pilgrimage or oblation temples for Huangdi and Yandi were often set up in
different parts of the country, which had obscured the real origin of both Yandi
and Huangdi. In Hubei Province, a forest area bearing the name of Fiery Lord,
i.e., Shen-nong-jia, exists today. The ox-totem Yandi tribal group embodied the
transformation of husbhandry to agriculture. Archaeologists in Hunan-Hubei
areas firmly believe that Yandi's oblation temple there had proven that Yandi
had origin around the middle Yangtze River area. In Shaanxi Province, Huangdi
pilgrimage has been in existence since ancient times.
http://www.hmongcenter.org/inonkinchipa.html stated: i) that Mt Qiong-shan,
i.e., Arch Mountain, named to Mt. Qiao-shan by Sima Qian in Shi Ji, was where
Huangdi's real tomb located; ii) that in A.D. 936, Emperor Shi Jintang [Shi
Jingtang] of Posterior Jinn Dynasty "gave sixteen counties [prefectures] in the
north to Qidan Kingdom, and the Bridge Mountain in Zhuolu was included...
Qidan ... Liao ... Emperor Shang Zong had Huang Di temple built for worship in
A.D. 995; and iii) that ... the emperor of the North Song Dynasty ... angry, ...
he ordered to build another Huang Di temple in Shenxi thousands of li away
form the Bridge Mountain. (Note that only at the converge of the three tribal
groups, i.e., Zhuolu or Zhuozhou of Hebei Prov, "Huang Di City, Yan Di City and
Chi You City" could all be found in the same place.)




After analyzing the following, alternative conclusions could be reached for the
prehistoric Chinese. That is, ancient Chinese had been mixture of peoples from
the northwest, north, south and east. The two major groups would be the
dragon-totem Xia people and bird-totem Yi people. The two totems, i.e., dragon
and phoenix, had become China's national treasures and symbols after two
groups of people mixed up with each other during the course of history. It is
not a simple matter of descending from Yandi and Huangdi alone.

Who Were The Yi People

Yi, a word meaning the people with bows semantically, had spread across
Jiangsu-Anhui-Shandong-Henan-Hebei-Manchuria to become Dong-Yi per Luo
Xianglin. Yi-people were noted for their bird-totem which had its imprints in
excavations from Liangzhu Culture 7000 years ago, and Yangshao/Longshan
Cultures 4000-5000 years ago. Yi people's totem should be considered the
mainstream of Chinese civilization should we examine the domain of the Yi
people to find out that it was much larger than the southern Shanxi Prov where
the Xia people originally dwelled.

Lord Shun (l. 2257 - 2208 BC ?) was said to be a Dong-yi, but he also could be
traced to the same family as Huangdi. The big family lineage is apparent. Lord
Shun was considered more of 'Yi' because he was born near Mount Yaoqiu, near
Yuyao of Zhejiang Province in Yangtze Delta. Zhou Chu's Feng Tu Ji (Records of
Winds and Soils), further commented that Lord Shun was a Dongyi. Later Shang
Dynasty people took pride in Lord Shun being their ancestors. According to
Sima Qian's Shi Ji, the ancestor of the Shang people was named Xie, a son of
Lord Diku (l. BC 2436 - 2367 ?). Legend said that Xie was born after his mother,
Jiandi (Yousong-shi woman, a statelet located in Yuncheng of Shanxi Prov),
swallowed an egg of a black bird (swallow). Fourteen generation descendant
would be Tang (Shang-Tang), the founder of Shang Dynasty.

The 'Dong-yi' designation, in my opinion, came into the stage much later than
the 'Five Di' time period. Scholar Wang Zhonghan cited "Guan-zi" in stating that
it would be around the middle of Warring States time period that Qi Principality
editors adopted the terms of four barbarians as might have existed at the time
of Guan-zi [Guan Zhong] of Spring & Autumn time period of Eastern Zhou
Dynasty.



The Yi people, i.e., descendants of Tai-hao-shi & Shao-hao-shi, did not identify
themselves during the fighting between Huangdi and Chiyou. It is possible that
Chiyou's 9 tribal groups or 81 tribes had included the 'Yi' people. Generations
later, Lord Shun (reign 2257-2208 BC ?) suggested to Lord Yao to have Gun
(Lord Yu's father) executed on Mount Yu-shan (feather mountain, in today's
Linyi County, Shandong Prov) for creating detente onto the 'Yi' barbarians.
However, Lord Shun himself was said to be a 'Dong-yi' (i.e., Eastern Yi). Yi
people, i.e., originally meant for the people to the east, for sure played the role
of at least 50% influence in prehistoric China. After Lord Shun would be Lord
Yu. As pointed out by scholar Zhang Fan in his article, "Reserach Into Shang
Totems and Confucius Ancestry", Lord Yu, per "Mo-zi", had spread teachings to
nine Yi people in the east. (See Xia-Shang Dynasties for details on the
numerous Eastern Yi groups, including: Quan-yi [doggy Yi], Yu-yi, Fang-yi,
Huang-yi [yellow Yi], Chi-yi [red Yi], Bai-yi [white Yi], Xuan-yi [black Yi], Feng-
yi [phoenix Yi], Zi-yi, and Yang-yi [sun Yi] etc.) Scholar Wang Zhonghan
pointed out that the character 'Yi', having appeared as Shi-fang statelet in
Shang Dynasty's oracle bones, would still exist in Shangdong-Jiangsu provinces
and around Huai-shui River by late Spring & Autumn time period of Eastern
Zhou Dynasty. Wang Zhonghan, after analyzing the wars between Zhou people
and numerous Yi people, had concluded that "Eastern Yi" [in Shandong
Peninsula] had declined as a result of expeditions by Duke Zhou-gong and King
Cheng-wang in early Western Zhou time period; that "Huai-yi" [around Huai-
shui River] emerged from middle to late time periods of Western Zhou Dynasty;
that "Nan-yi" [in southern or southeastern direction] rose up in influence at
time of Zhou King Liwang; and that by the time of Qin-Han Dynasty, 'Dong-yi'
would be designation for people in northeastern China, including Korea and
Japan.

Restricted Definition Of Hua-xia People

As scholar Liu Qiyu pointed out, 'hua' and 'xia', pronounced the same way as
[hwer] in Yantze Delta dialects, would mean for the group of people dwelling to
the north of the ancient South Yellow River Bend and to the east of the ancient
West Yellow River Bend. (Ancient West Yellow River Bend is the same as today's
East Yellow River Bend. Ancient Yellow River Bend did not equate to today's
inverse U-shaped course with the North Bend lying inside Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, but the U-shaped Bend with South Bend in southern
Shanxi Prov and then a south-to-north turn in Hebei Province for exit into the
sea.) Liu Qiyu's dissertation proposed the opposite movement of the Xia people,



i.e., that the Xia people, the direct descendants of Huangdi with dragon totem,
originally dwelled in southern Shanxi Province and then expanded eastward and
southward, across the South Bend, to today's Henan Province. Xia people, under
Qi (Lord Yu's son), defeated the You-hu-shi Dong-yi people, built cities and
capital in Henan Prov, endured power struggles with Dong-yi people under Hou-
yi and Han-zhuo, and stayed in Henan Prov for hundreds of years till Shang-
tang's group of Dong-yi people expelled them. After Shang Dynasty overthrew
Xia, remnant Xia people fled northward and westward, and majority of them
returned to their ancestral home in southern Shanxi Prov. Some of those Xia
people who fled northward and westward would become the Yuezhi in the west
and the Huns in the north per scholar Wang Guowei. (Note that Wang Guowei's
speculation as to Yuezhi would throw the discussion into an ethnicity dispute
unless we discount the excavated Indo-European mummies of Xinjiang as
belonging to the Yuezhi. In the paragraph on Rong's Possible Link To Qiangic
People, I detailed the compositions of the Rong to derive a good conclusion that
some of the Rongs at the time of Zhou Dynasty could be of Qiangic and Rong
people in the west shared the same blood-line with Xia Chinese but differred in
'Culture’ such as cuisine, clothing, money and language.)

The Hua people, similarly, would also imply a more restrictive meaning for the
people that would be called Xirong or the Western Rong nomads. Lord Yu (r. BC
2204-2195 ?) or Da Yu, a descendant of Huangdi, was said to be a so-called Xi-
vi Ren' (western alien) because he had origin or birth in the land of the Xirong
(Western Rong) and/or Xi Qiang peoples. Scholar Liu Qiyu further tackled the
issue of 'xi' or west. His validations pointed to the land of 'he qu' (i.e., the
inflexion point of the Yellow River Bends) as the land of the west', i.e, later
land between Qin and Jinn principalities. He also validated the ancient Chinese
prefecture of 'ji-zhou' as equivalent to the ancient term 'zhong-guo' for China,
and listed multiple ancient classics to lock down the land of original China as
being the domain of southern Shanxi Prov. (Liu Qiyu pointed out that original
places for Taiyuan and Jinyang etc would be in southern Shanxi Province and
that they did not get appropriated to northern Shanxi Prov until after Jinn Lord
Daogong quelled various 'Di2' statelets in the north. Liu Qiyu further stated that
after the split of Jinn into Haan-Zhao-Wei principalities, southernmost Wei
statelet got the privilege to be called Jinn due to the fact that Jinn historically
inherited the ancient Xia land that was termed 'ji-zhou' the Ji4 prefecture or
'zhong-guo' the central statelet.)



On the West Yellow River Bend, there was the ancient Xiazhou Prefecture which
still bears the ancient name of 'Xia'. Today, it is called 'Ning-xia Autonomous
Region, with the character 'xia' embedded inside. Similar to the Hua-shan
Mountain appropriation, the name Xia would have been appropriated by later
peoples due to the historical linkage of Xia people. Later, the Huns at once set
up a kingdom called Xia' (AD 407-431), and the Tanguts proclaimed their Da
Xia, i.e. Xixia or Western Xia Dynasty (AD 1032-1227) in the same place. (Xia
was also the Chinese name for Bactria. Wang Guowei speculated that Yuezhi
people, after their defeat in the hands of Huns, fled to Bactria to found a
similar 'xia' kingdom and that even the later 'Tu-huo-luo' kingdom of
Afghanistan could be a mutation of the ancient pronunciation for 'da xia'. I
expounded on Wang Guowei's blunder in the hun.htm section. Note that Bactria
existed at the time of Alexandre Invasion which was before the Yuezhi migrated
to the west.) From this perspective, we could say that the 'Hua' or 'Xia'
designation would be more of barbarian nature in the west than the later Shang
Chinese who belonged to the 'Yi' people.

The playgrounds for the Yi and Hua peoples are quite extensive. In contrast
with the map which usually depicted the Yellow River and Shandong Peninsula
as the domain for ancient Chinese, there are convincing stories that ancient
Chinese had expanded towards both south and west. Huangdi married woman
from the west (i.e., Xi Ling Nii'); Huangdi climbed Mount Xiongshan on the
Yangtze bank; Huangdi married his sons with women from Sichuan Province.
Huangdi's grandson, Lord Zhuanxu, had his influence reaching Jiaozhi, today's
Guangdong-Guangxi provinces bordering Vietnam. Yu the Great controlled the
floods as far as the Yangtze Delta, and in today's Zhejiang Province there still
existed a monument in honor of him. Lord Yii was recorded to have opened the
Longmen Gorge for the Yellow River to flow down, and he was also responsible
for repairing nine rivers in the lower plains where the Yellow River converged
into the sea. There was an ancient claim that during Song Dynasty, Kuaiji
people, when rebuilding the Yu Pilgrimage, dug up some one hundred pieces of
jade articles ('Gui') that were considered instruments of power conferrals for
vassals. Kuaijishan Mountain would be where Yu convened the vassals. Lord Yu
was buried on Kuaijishan Mountain, in today's Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province,
after he toured the area and passed away. Also evident would be the peaks of
Lady Xiang-jun on the Yangtze River in today's Hunan Province, said to an
embodiment of the wife of Lord Shun, a Yi tribal leader. Lord Shun died in the
land of Cangwu, a place in today's Guangxi, near Gungdong border, and was



buried on Mount Qiuyishan, Ningyuan County of Hunan Province. The ancestors
of later Qin Empire had migrated to Shaanxi-Gansu from the traditional Dong Yi
ground of Shandong Province. Today's Chinese, without distinction, would
usually call themselves the descendants of Yan-Huang, namely, Fiery Lord and
Yellow Lord, while not acknowledging that the Yi people might have comprised
a much larger percentage of the original Chinese.

Comment In Regards To 'Dong-yi' & 'Xi-yi'

History annals claim that Lord Shun was a Dong-yi and that Lord Yu was a Xi-
yi. This could be interpreted as an ancient conventional way of birthplace
naming'. For thousands of years, Chinese used to claim ancestry place as their
point of origin. This applies to Hakka people who, having dwelled in southern
China for over one thousand year, still claimed northern Chinese prefectures as
their point of origin. As a result of ancient Chinese ancestor worshipping,
Chinese clans present a unique way of identification of surnames and Gene-tree
Y-chromosome. Should we interpret ‘Dong-yi' & 'Xi-yi' in this perspective, then
there would be no dispute as to Lord Shun and Lord Yu sharing the same
lineage and heritage as Huangdi the Yellow Lord. Zeng Guangdong, at
regenerating-universe.org/Chain of DNA.htm, traced his Zeng heritage to Lord
Huangdi by stating that "The name of our clan, Zeng, may be traced to the time
when Emperor Shao Kang of Xia Dynasty created his second son Prince Qu Lie
[as] the ruler of the State of Zeng ... about 1850 BC ... In the 6th year of Duke
Siang [lord or Marquis Siang: common mistake in attributing clan title of gong
to duke instead of grandpa] of the State of Lu, ... 567 BC... the Zeng State was
plundered and destroyed by the State of Ju. The Prince of Zeng named Wu fled
to the State of Lu and remained there in the service of Lu. He dropped the [ear]
part (which denotes the domain) from our surname Zeng. This was the
beginning of our surname becoming Zeng without the domain in the script, and
it remains ever since. Four generations from Wu came Xi alias Dian ... and the
5th was the "Sage of Source", namely Zengcius or Zeng San. Both father and son
were students of Confucius, thus our family shines ever since ... "

Big Korea Nation School of Thought

The Yi People of early times would occupy a much wider space extending
to the Korean Peninsula in the east and Lake Baykal in the west, and the Amur
in the north and the Yangtze in the south, according to a "grand" viewpoint
from the Big Korea Nation school of thought,
http://www.clas.berkeley.edu/~korea/Nat'nalist Chronology.html. The "grand"




Korean viewpoint (against a so-called stereotyped image of "meekness,
subjugation, and servility" associated with Koreans) would single out the
Koreans and other Altaic-speaking people, like Jurchens (Manchus) and Mongols
etc, as the representative of Yi People.

This is only one contesting school of thought and we will examine the
identities of Koreans in a different section. The language family "Altaic" is a
much later concept, devised by some Russian colonialists in the 20th century;
in history, we have today's French, descendants of the Barbarian Franks,
speaking the Latin family while Rome was already gone with Lingua Latina, an
example that language does not determine origin and ethnicity. Koreans
themselves would be retreating towards Manchuria and the Korean Peninsula in
later Zhou Dynasty to become the orthodox representatives of the Dongyi
people. Their affinity with continental Yi people would probably be shown in
the fact that the ancient Koreans knew the water route and the back door to
the Shandong peninsula, across the Bohai Bay, similar to the Japanese pirates
who knew the secrets of navigating along the Chinese coasts. The Korean
language, belonging to the so-called Altaic language family against the Sino-
Tibetan language family of the Chinese, however, could be a later phenomenon.
Ancient Korea was invaded by Puyo and Koguryo peoples, i.e., nomadic tribes
from Manchuria. Ji-zi's Choson and Wei Man's Korea could very well be different
from later Koguryo as far as lanquage / speech is concerned. Archaic Korean
language had already disappeared in Korea, but it was said to have retained
some elements in Japanese language. Charcoal remains of 2000-year-old rice in
western Japan pointed to China's Yantze Delta as the origin. DNA studies
conducted on human remains excavated in Shandong Peninsula (
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/AJHG/journal/issues/v64n1/980634/980634
.html ) suggested southern and northern points of origin for Jomon and Yayoi
Japanese. On basis of various historical records and modern technology analysis,
I would speculate i) that early Korean culture was very much connected with
eastern China as a result of nascent human migration from south to north and
ii) that Tungusic invasions from Manchuria gradually overtook the early
Continental traits. Koguryo, a Tungusic people, claimed descent from ancient
Lord Zhuanxu (Gao-yang-shi, 1. 2514 - 2437 ?) and adopted the surname of 'Gao'
(i.e., 'Ko') as their clan name. In both cases, Tungusic or continental, Koreans
shared inseparable relations with the Chinese.

In Shang, we discussed the ancient Chinese record stating that Shang Prince Ji-



zi was dispatched to southern Manchuria as a ruler of old Choson.
http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~korea/0ld 1.html, states that "in 1122 BC (note
different calendar was used here), there was an alleged arrival of Kija from
Shang China." Chinese chronicles recorded that the Archduke of Zhou Dynasty
sent prince Ji-zi of ex-Shang Dynasty to the Korean Peninsula as a ruler, in a
sense that Zhou tried to have ancient Korea contained in the larger Chinese
sphere. Prince Ji-zi's kingdom was said to have continued for 41 generations,
till Korean King Ji Zhun was usurped by an invader from the Yan Principality
during the turmoil years of the Qin Empire demise. Ji-zi was the uncle of last
Shang ruler, Shang King Zhouwang. http://www.koreanhistoryproject.org/
proposed a different story, namely, the Ji-zi exodus happened during the first
campaign of Zhou King Wuwang, sometime before Zhou overthrew the Shang
rule. It said that the group of people who migrated to Korea would be about
5000 in total. Ancient records show that Ji-zi was imprisoned by last Shang
King Zhouwang and would not be set free till Zhou King Wuwang took over the
Shang capital. Ji-zi exodus must have occurred after Shang's demise.

(The Korean school of thought used a different calendar than what Chinese had
adopted. Their timeframe for Zhou Dynasty would be 1122 BC - 256 BC.)

The Korean school of thought discusses the prehistory of "Dongyi" people, i.e.,
the ancestors of the Koreans between 7193 BC-2333 BC. My impression is that it
is a recitation of the same legends as Chinese. It touches upon such familiar
names as

e Fuxi the Ox Tamer - approx. 3528 BC
e Shen-nong the Divine Farmer - approx. 3168 BC

¢ Xuanyuan the Yellow Overlord - in between 2707 BC-2598 BC

who are among the Three Huang ("lords") and Five Di ("lords") prior to Xia
Dynasty. http://www.chinapage.com/ had compiled the dates slightly
differently, with the years of reign for Huangdi or the Yellow Lord as BC 2697 -
2599; 1. 2707 BC-2598 BC, however, did coincide with historical saying of 113
years though.

"Grand Korean View" said that the Dongyi people established "Bak-dal Nara"
(Korean words), the first Dongyi state, with territories covering:



North: Lake Baykal vicinity. Stanovoy Mountains

South: Yangtze River (includes present Jiangsu, Shanghai, and Anhui)

East: Russian Maritime provinces

West: Dunhuang, near the Gobi Desert

In this perspective, the Yi people would be a super majority in contrast with the
Hua people in and around the Yellow River. This could only be construed as
classifying the Huangdi Tribal Group as still a 'Yi' element after their western
expansion. As emphasized earlier, Lord Shun, treated as an ancestor by Shang
Dynasty people, was a Dongyi leader; Shang people were considered Dong-yi;
and Qin ancestors were said to have migrated to the west from eastern China.
The concept of 'Dong-yi' should be interpreted more as a place of origin than a
political or social entity.

San Huang Wu Di

Some discussions of 'San Huang Wu Di' (namely, three emperors and five lords)
are worthwhile here. Both Di and Huang imply the same denotation as someone
who is an overlord, not necessarily emperor. Historians believe the ancient 'San
Huang Wu Di' did not call themselves so, and it would be the later people who
attached the titles to them posthumously. Xia-Shang lords, however, did
continue to call themselves 'Di' posthumously, but Zhou kings had adopted the
title of 'wang' or king for themselves to show their humbleness in front of the
ancient 'San Huang Wu Di'. In Chinese, there is no comparable words for
emperor or empire. In Chinese, the terminology for the empire came from an
imported word, 'Teikoku', which the Japanese derived by lining up the two
Chinese characters for lord and state. As to 'huangdi' or emperor, it was a term
coined by first emperor of Qin Dynasty by combining the words of 'Huang' and
'Di'.

'San Huang', also termed the Three Sovereigns, would be Fuxi, Yandi (Fiery
Lord) and Huangdi (Yellow Lord, 1. BC 2697 - 2599 ?). A Western Han Dynasty
story claimed that Nii-wa, Fuxi and Shennong were the three ancient lords.
Another saying would be 'Heaven Huang', 'Land Huang', and 'Human Huang' or
'Taishan Mountain Huang'. The Three Huangs denotation was embodying the



ancient Chinese religious ideas and it could be compared to the trinity in
Chritianity. Concretely speaking, the relationship between heaven, land and
humans would be the eternal topics of ancient Chinese. The impact could be
seen in early dynasties like Shang which upheld polytheism and semi-human
gods just like the ancient Greeks. Below, I had followed conventional history in
attributing the idea of 'Mandate of Heaven' to Zhou Dynasty (instead of Shang
Dynasty) because of distinction here between the polytheism reverance of the
Shang people and the Heaven reverance of the Zhou people.

The order of the ancient eight overlords was varied. According to Kong An'quo
(Han Dynasty) and Huangfu Mi (Jinn Dynasty), 'Three Huang' or 'San Huang'
would be:

Fu Xi, Shen-nong, Huangdi
while 'Wu Di' or Five Di would be

Shaohao, Gaoyang (Lord Zhuanxu), Gaoxin (Diku), Tangyao (Lord Yao)
and Yushun (Lord Shun).

Sima Qian, Qiao Zhou (Wei Dynasty of Three Kingdoms), Ying Shao, Song Jun
etc placed 'Wu Di' in the following order:

Huangdi (Yellow Lord), Gaoyang (Lord Zhuanxu), Gaoxin (Diku), Tangyao
(Lord Yao) and Yushun (Lord Shun)

Though different order, the essence is basically the same. They all belonged to
the same old family and the same lineage.

HUANGDI
|-Changyi---Gaoyang---Qiongyi-Jingkang-Juwang-Qiaoniu-Gusou-SHUN
| (ZHUANXU)|

| |
| [--mmmmmm e Gun--------=---=nmm--- YU



|-Xuanxiao--Qiaoji---Gaoxin----YAQ

(SHAOHAO) (DIKU)

Huangdi (1. BC 2697 - 2599 ?) married a woman from Xiling (western mountain)
Statelet who bore two sons, Xuanxiao and Changyi. His grandson, Lord Zhuanxu
(L. BC 2514 - 2437 ?) succeeded him. Zhuangxu died at age 98. There was a
dispute as to whether Xuanxiao (i.e., Shaohao) was ever enthroned. Ancient
historians commented that Shaohao possessed the virture of 'gold' or 'metal’,
one of five metaphysical materials of China. (Five forms include wood, mud,
water, metal and fire.) Alternative account would treat Shaohao (Jintian-shi, 1.
BC 2598 - 2515 ?) as a ruler with a reign of 84 years, between Lord Huangdi
(Xuanyuan-shi) and Lord Zhuanxu (Gaoyang-shi). Shao-hao-shi (junior 'Hao'
clan), said to be offsprings of earlier Tai-hao-shi (senior 'Hao' clan), had
included various bird-totem sub-clans such as Feng-niao-shi (phoenix), Xuan-
niao-shi (black bird clan, i.e., Shang people), Qing-niao-shi (green bird), Zhu-
jiu-shi, and Shuang-jiu-shi etc. Lord Zhuanxu's nephew, Diku or Di Ku (Gaoxin-
shi, 1. BC 2436 - 2367 ?), was next. Diku had his capital in Bo, later Shang
capital and today's Yanshi, Henan Province. Diku, at age 15, began to assist
Lord Zhuanxu. Diku got enthroned at age 30 and died at age 105. Diku married
a woman from Chen-feng-shi and born Fangxun, i.e., later Lord Yao (1. BC 2357 -
2258 ?).

After the death of Diku, his elder son, Zhi (Gaoxin-shi), got enthroned, but
Lord Yao took over the post after 9 year's weak rule by Zhi (reign 2366-2358 BC
?). Zhi earlier conferred the title of Marquis Tanghou on Yao. Hence Yao(3) was
called Tangyao (reign 2357-2258 BC ?) or Taotang. Alternatively speaking, Yao,
per Shi Ji, was originally conferred the land of Tang (Tangxian county of Hebei
Prov) in the east; moreover, Yao, per Han Shu, was buried in Jiyin-jun
commandary (i.e., Dingdao of Shandong Prov) in the east. Han Shu mentioned a
place called Tao-qiu in Dingtao of Shandong. Scholar Liu Qiyu, citing his teacher
Gu Xiegang, stated that both Lord Yao and Lord Shun were appropriated to the
land of 'Xia' after Xia people's eastward expansion into the bird-totem Eastern Yi
barbarian land. (Gu Xiegang cited ancient classics Zu Zhuan in stating that
nowhere in Zu Zhuan could find reference that Lord Shun was surnamed 'Yao' or



Lord surnamed 'Tang' and that Zu Zhuan did not have any reference about Yu-
shi clan of Xia people being the descendant of Lord Shun or Tao-tang-shi of Xia
people being the descendant of Lord Yao.)

Lord Shun (reign 2257-2208 BC ?), aka Yushun, was called Chonghua or Yao
Chonghua for his double apples in his eyes. Alternative history records stated
that Lord Shun was more of 'Yi' nature, which would be to say that Lord Shun,
of Yao(2) surname, was born near Mount Yaoqiu, near Yuyao of Zhejiang
Province in Yangtze Delta. (Ancient records of Kuaiji Commandary stated that
Lord Shun was from Shangyu county and that Yaoqiu was 30 Chinese li away
from Shangyu; Zhou Chu's Feng Tu Ji [Records of Winds and Soils] stated that
Lord Shun was a Dongyi.) Alternatively speaking, Meng-zi stated that Shun was
born in Zhufeng of Shandong Prov, relocated to Fuxia (i.e., Puyang of
northeastern Henan Prov) and died in Miaotiao (near Kaifeng of Henan Prov)
and Mo-zi stated that Shun had tilled fields in Lishan (Heze county of Shandong
Prov) and fished in Leize (same area as Heze or Weishanhu Lake area).

For five generations before Shun, the family were civilians. Lord Shun was the
6th generation grandson of Lord Zhuanxu. At the age of 20, he was
recommended to Lord Yao for his filiality to parents and love for his evil
brother. Lord Yao married two daughters, Niiying (who bore Shangjun) and
Erhuang (E'huang), to Shun. Shun succeeded Yao as the overlord three years
after mourning Yao's death. Legalist Han-fei-zi and ancient classics Zhu Shu Ji
Nian (excavated from later Wei Principality tomb) claimed that Lord Shun
banished Lord Yao to the south and imprisoned Danzhu (Lord Yao's son). Shun
would later quell Danzhu rebellion. Shun would select many saints for managing
the country, and this would include Yii, Xie (Shang Dynasty ancestor), Houji
(Zhou Dynasty ancestor), Bo-Yi (Qin Dynasty ancestor) etc.

Yu (r. BC 2204-2195 ?) would master the flooding which his father failed to
control, and Yu rezoned the country into 9 prefectures and made nine bronze
'ding' or cauldrons as embodiment of the nine prefectures called ‘jiu zhou'. Yu
had his footsteps reaching Dunhuang in the west and Jiaozhi in the south. Lord
Shun further divided the northeastern prefectures to make a total of 12
prefectures. Lord Shun died in the vicinity of Cangwu in southern China, and he
was buried in later Lingling Commandary (Mount Qiuyishan, Ningyuan County
of Hunan Province, the same place where tens of thousands of landlords and
their family members were murdered during the first phase of the Cultural



Revolution of 1960s). Lord Yii was recommended to Lord Shun for succession,
and he was conferred the title of Duke Xia, with land at today's Yangdi. Ban Gu
of Latter Han Dynasty disputed the generation gap between Lord Zhuanxu and
Lord Yu, claiming that Gun was the fifth generation grandson of Lord Zhuanxu
and that Lord Yu would be six generations away from Lord Zhuanxu.

Lord Yu was the grandson of Lord Zhuanxu. (There is a dispute here as to Lord
Yu. Sima Qian thought that Lord Yi was born in today's Yiixian County, Henan
Province, but other people had claimed that Lord Yii came from the Western
Rong tribe as Lord Yii was also named 'Rong-yu'. Huangfu Mi said that Mencius
also believed that Lord Yii was born in Shiniu, a land where the Western Qiangs
lived. Liu Qiyu validated the location of 'xi' or west as nothing other than the
areas to the west of today's Tongguan Pass of eastern Shenxi Prov.) Scholar Liu
Qiyu, citing his teacher Gu Xiegang, stated that in both Xia people and Chu
people's legends, the common gods happened to be Gun and Yu, not Yao and
Shun. Liu Qiyu stated that both Lord Yao and Lord Shun were appropriated to
the land of 'Xia' after Xia people's eastward expansion into the bird-totem
Eastern Yi barbarian land.

Lord Yu, in mastering the floods, had travelled across the country. In today's
Zhejiang Province, near the east coast, people could still find his monument at
which site Qin Emperor Shi Huangdi had once revered 2200 years ago. Though
the Xia people led by Lord Yii had originated in northwestern and central China,
the Xia descendants had apparently been linked to the rice culture in the
Yantze Delta, namely, today's Taihu Lake, Jiangsu Province. Recent excavations
had provided further support to this claim. Chen Shou's San Guo Zhi, written
almost 1800 years ago, had even linked the similarity of tattoos on fishermen in
Zhejiang to the rice culture people living on the western coast of Japan around
the 2-3rd centuries. The Wa people of Japan were recorded to have tattoos all
over their body, in a similar fashion to the Zhejiang people in Yantze Delta
where the descendants of King Shaokang of Xia Dynasty (21-16th c. BC) had
lived.

Chinese vs Barbarians - Mongoloans vs Non-Mongolians

Largely due to the double destructions to the ancient Chinese literature at the
time of First Qin Emperor Shihuangdi's book burning and consecutive arson in



the hands of General Xiang Yii, the prehistoric contexts of the Chinese are very
much blurred. The references to non-Chinese nomadic groups of people are
limited and scarce.

Two ancient categorical designation of barbarians would be 'Rong(2)' and 'Di(2)".
Rong was used mostly with the word 'Xi' for west, while 'Di' with the word 'Bei'
for north. According to Sima Qian, among the northern nomads would be
'Shanrong' (Mountain Rong) or Xunyu or Xianyun at times of Lord Yao and Lord
Shun, Chunwei tribe at times of Xia Dynasty, Guifang (ghost domain) at times
of Shang Dynasty, again Xianyun at times of Zhou Dynasty, and Xiongnu (Huns)
at times of Han Dynasty. Also on record would be several nomadic states in the
very heart of China, Henan and Shaanxi-Shanxi provinces, with such names as
Di and Rong. Inter-marriages between the Rong/Di & Chinese were common.
The Rongdi Rongs (ancestors of later Huns) had their daughter married to Zhou
King Xiangwang. Prince Chong'Er of Jin Principality, during his long years of
exile, had travelled across the whole China domain of the time. He lived for
many years in the state of Di where his mother-in-law was from and later
married with a woman of Chi Di (Red Di) State, a woman captured by the lord of
Di State. According to Xin Tang Shi, the junior son of Changyi (son of Huangdi
the Yellow Lord), by the name of An, had relocated to the Western Rong area
and designated his state as 'Anxi', a name that later would be used for Persia or
Parthia. The later Xianbei nomads also cited that their ancestor was another son
of Changyi.

Non-Mongolian Physiques

To clarify Chinese ethnic continuity, I had cited Prof Wei Chu-Hsien's
interpretation of ancient classics "Shi-zi" in authenticating the record of deep
eye socket people to the north of Huangdi as a corrobaration that Huangdi
people were not of deep-socket eyes at all. In the paragraph on the origin of
Huns, I had also expounded the ethnic nature of various Rong people as mainly
Sino-Tibetan speaking Qiangic people. Today's Chinese are direct descendants of
ancient Chinese. To dispell any speculation, I will list the following sentence as
a proof that ancient Chinese took pride in hair's density and blackness as
beauty and health: In classics Zuo Zhuan, during the 28th year reign of Lu Lord
Zhaogong, a statement was made to infer that in the old times, a You-reng-shi
woman bored a beautiful daughter, with 'zhen[3] hei[1]' (i.e., dense and black)
hair.



Non-Mongolian physiques did exist among Chinese as a result of Chinese
interaction with Hunnish, Turkic and Mongol peoples during the course of
history. In combination with the Loulan mummies, we could not dismiss the
possible exchanges between the ancient Chinese and the Euroasian nomads. As
history had recorded, various steppe people, at certain points, had been
recorded to
be people
carrying
different
features as
to hair,
nose, eye
and skin.
Hunnish,
Turkic and
Mongol
peoples,
however,
should be e
considered A3

more Mongoloid peoples than else, and they had acted as a kind of buffer in
between Mongoloid and Caucasoid peoples since prehistory. To get a glimpse of
ancient Mongoloid, we just need to take a look at terracotta soldiers dug out of
Qin Emperor Shihuangdi's tomb. My unchanged belief is that Sino-Tibetan-
speaking Qiangic SanMiao people first reached the He-xi Corridor of Gansu Prov
4000 years ago and onward to Khotan area of southern Chinese Turkistan.
Tokharai, possibly related to the Indo-Scythians, reached the areas of Lake Koko
Nor and later Tunhuang Grotto thereafter. The other conclusion that could be
construed from the following records about Khirgiz would be that Huns, who
first raided Turkistan and Jiankun to the west and northwest, respectively, had
took on non-Mongolian feature. Partial ingredients of the Turks had merely
carried on this physique.

In the 3rd century BC, the Hun Chanyu ordered that his rightisde virtuous king
attack the Yuezhi as a punishment for the king's disturbing peace at the
Chinese border. In 175-174 BC, Hunnic Chanyu's letter to Chinese emperor
mentioned that they defeated Yueh-chih (Yuezhi) people by conquering Loulan,
Wusun and Hujie etc, altogether 26 statelets in Chinese Turkistan. Majority of



the Yuezhi fled to the region of Amu Daria river, and some fled across the
mountains to live among Qiangic people in the south. Later, successors of the
Huns, led by Helian Bobo of Tie-fu Huns, established a Xia Dynasty lasting
through AD 407-431. Helian Bobo's acknowledgement and tracing of ancestry in
a common origin as Chinese clearly spelled out the fact that it was the
Mongoloid who had first raided to the west rathern than the other way around.

The story of General Li Ling would be another corroboration of racial
interaction. In 100 BC, Han Emperor Wudi sent a mission of Su Wu and over 100
people to the Huns, but the mission was detained by the Huns. Emperor Wudi
dispatched an army to punish the Huns. One contingent of 5000 archers (arrow
soldiers) from southern China, led by General Li Ling (grandson of Li Guang),
was encircled by the Huns numbering 30000. General Li Ling surrendered to the
Huns after engaging half a dozen rounds of retreating fights and exhausting all
the arrows. Li Ling was assigned by the Huns to ancient Jiankun statelet in
northwest Siberia. Later, during Tang Emperor Suzong's reign of AD 758-760,
the Huihu (Uygur) conquered the Jiankun Statelet of the Kirghiz. The Kirghis
allied themselves with Tibetans, Arabs and Karlaks. Kirghiz expelled Huihu
(Uygur) from Mongolia and killed the Huihu khan around AD 840s. Tang records
stated that Kirghiz claimed that they shared the same last name as Tang
emperor 'Li'. Why? Because Han General Li Ling was assigned to the ancient
Jiankun statelet by the Huns in the west after he surrendered to the Huns 800
years before. Tang records stated that Kirghiz disliked BLACK hair and took it as
BAD OMEN. Tang records said those Kirghiz who carried black hair must be the
descendants of Li Ling. (It could be construed that the Kirghiz and the non-
Mongoloid did not like BLACK hair, not today, nor in 8-9th century AD, nor in
1st-2nd century BC. An interesting website would be "The Face of Hate is a
Mongoloid Face" at http://web.wt.net/~mseely/faces_of_hate.html where they
expressed dislike for those not so pure Whites. Though, sexually-motivated
racial mingling did exist.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/genes/population/proof.shtml carried an article
proving that Spanish Conquistadors slaughtered indigenous Amerindian men
and enslaved the women as exhibited by Iberian Y chromosomes and
Amerindian mtDNA in today's Colombia.)

Conventional history claimed that the Chinese were monotonous ethnically. A
careful perusal of China's 24 Histories (25 or 26 Histories using a different
account), however, showed that the ancient Chinese might not be that



monotonous at all. The Qin Chinese had absorbed Western Rong nomads, and
they lived next to the Yuezhi (Yiieh-chih). In the Hun section, I had cited
descriptions of Non-Mongolian Physiques among the various groups of nomadic
peoples who had co-existed and commingled with Chinese. The Huns, who
controlled the northern steppe, extending from the Altai Mountains/Lake
Balkash to Manchuria, had defeated the Yiieh-chih (Yuezhi) and drove them
towards Central Asia. After the decline of Huns, Xianbei moved back to northern
China. Five nomadic groups ravaged China in 4th century. When an Eastern Jinn
minister (Wang Dun) rebelled against Emperor Mingdi in AD 322-325, he called
the emperor by a derogatory name of "Huangxu-nu of Xianbei", meaning
"yellow-haired slave of the Xianbei nomads". Shi Min, an adopted son of Jiehu's
Posterior Zhao (AD 319-352), had at one time killed about 200,000 Jiehu.
History said that Shi Min's armies killed those people who looked like Jiehu
because of high nose bridge. Jiehu was an alternative race of the Huns, but they
must have looked the same to other Huns and Chinese except for the high nose
bridge.

Barbarians vs Chinese Exiles

There long appeared four designations of barbarian groups, namely, Man-of-the-
South, Di-of-the-North, Yi-of-the-East and Rong-of-the-West. Man, Di(2), Yi &
Rong, in fact, all mean one word, barbarians. The Man-of-the-South will be the
natives called Sanmiao (i.e., the Three Miao Tribes), Man(2) and Lao barbarians,
and the Zangke, Qiongdu, Yelang and Tian-Yue peoples in southern and
southwestern China. Rong-of-the-West are the nomadic peoples in China's
northwest and west, including Xirong, Quanrong, Rongdi and Jiangrong. In
southern Manchuria, there existed the so-called Shanrong or Mountain Rong
(aka: Beirong or Northern Rong and one more name called 'Wu Zhong' to mean
Wuzhongshan Mountain in southern Manchuria, with its capital at Yuyang
County, Beijing). Di-of-the-North would be specifically denoting the Huns and
Turks. Their forerunners would include Rongdi which split into Chidi and Baidi,
and Jiangrong around Taiyuan, Shanxi. Baidi (White Di) dwelled in ancient
Yanzhou (today's Yan'an), Suizhou (today's Suide) and Yinzhou (today's Ningxia
on west Yellow River Bend). Zuo Shi Chunjiu stated Jinn defeated Baidi and
remnants were know as Bai-bu-hu later. Chidi (Red Di) dwelled in a place called
Lu(4), near today's Shangdang. Zuo Shi Chunjiu stated that Jinn Principality
destroyed the Lu(4) tribe of the Chidi, and the remnants were know as Chi-she-
hu nomads later.



Yi-of-the-East will include peoples in Manchuria, Korea and Japan. In early
times, the Yi was associated with the word 'niao' for bird, and there were eight
to nine different 'niao-yi' people in the east. Shang Dynasty people were
recorded to have treated 'Xuan Niao' (i.e., Black bird, possibly sparrow) as the
totem. Manchurian legends as to the birth of their founder had something to do
with swallowing the red fruit dropped by a bird. In later times, the Yi
designation would be associated with a word 'dao' for island, pointing to the
barbarian peoples in East China Seas. (Both the character 'niao' and 'dao’ looked
quite close and might have corrupted consecutively during the course of
history.) Yi is more an inclusive word to mean aliens, and the Qiangs and Di(1)
people could be called Xi Vi, i.e., Yi in the west, while some southern barbarians
would be called Xi-Nan Yi, namely, southwestern Yi. Quanrong or Doggy Rong of
the west were also named Quan-yi-shi (Doggy alien tribe) or Hunyi / Kunyi
(Kunlun Mountain aliens?, but was commented to be the same as character
'hun4' for the meaning of mixing-up). Shan Hai Jing stated that Huangdi bore
Miao-long, Miaolong bore Nong-ming, Nongming bore Bai-quan (White dog)
which was the ancestors of Quanrong. Shan Hai Jing also stated that Quan-yi
had human face but beast-like body. An ancient scholar called Jia Kui stated
that Quan-yi was one of the varieties of Rong people. In the West Yellow River
Bend area could also be found Yuezhi people. The relationship of the Yuezhi to
Rong people is not clear. Gua Di Zhi stated that Yuezhi country included ancient
Liangzhou, Ganzhou, Suzhou, Yanzhou and Shazhou, i.e., today's Gansu and
Shenxi Provinces.

It is difficult to differentiate between the true barbarians and those ancient
Chinese who were exiled to the borders. Lord Shun suggested to Lord Yao to
have four evil tribes exiled to the borders. This would include Hundun
Gonggong (Qionggi), Gun and SanMiao. (Shan Hai Jing had good description of
the myths about Gonggong breaking the pillar of the skies and causing floods,
Gun stealing 'Yi Rang' or Growing Soil from heaven to stop the waters, and Yu
being born from the dead body of Gun etc.) The reason for exiling the four
tribes would be their mistakes: Hundun's fault was his recommendation of
Gonggong for flood-control job; Gun's fault was his failure to control the
flooding. (Gun was the father of Yu the Great.) Gonggong was exiled to the
northern post of Beijing to counter the northern Di(2) nomads; Hundun was
exiled to southern mountains to counter the southern barbarians; SanMiao
people was exiled to San-Wei-Shan Mountain in Gansu's Dunhuang to counter
the Xirong or Western Rong people; and Gun was killed on Mountain Yushan




(Feather mountain) to detente the Eastern Yi people.

Kong An'guo of Han Dynasty claimed that Hundun were infilial descendants of
Huangdi the Yellow Lord. Gun was infilial son of Lord Zhuanxu. The 'Sanmiao'
people were said to be infilial descendants of Yandi the Fiery Lord. (Wu Qi
claimed that San Miao country was located between Lake Dongtinghu and Lake
Pengli.) Hence, those four tribes should be considered members of the big
family. The book 'Xu Hou Han Shu', i.e., 'Continuum To Hou Han Shu', stated
that the Qiangs were alternative race of the Jiang surname tribes of San Miao.
Hence, it should be safe to claim that 'Sanmiao' people were the descendants of
the big family of Yandi and Huangdi. In the Hun section, tentative exploration
into the nature of Rong & Di Peoples, Qiang, Sanmiao & Yuezhi was given.
Borrowing Shan Hai Jing, Quan-yi or Quan-rong, one of the varieties of Rong
people, could have derived from Huangdi (Yellow Lord) since Huangdi bore
Miao-long, Miaolong bore Nong-ming, Nongming bore Bai-quan (White dog)
which was the ancestors of Quanrong.

In accordance with Luu Simian dissertation, San-Miao, with 'miao’ meaning
descendants, could point to three ancient clans and tribes of Dihong-shi,
Jinyun-shi, Shaohao-shi as their ancestors. Miao-zu, numerbing 5 million per
1982 census, are said to be descendants of ancient Lord Chiyou who headed the
Nine Li[2] tribes, i.e., ancestors of SanMiao people. Miao-zu's epic talked about
"westward migration", which pointed to the fact that they had probably dwelled
more to the center and east of China in ancient times.

Speculations As To San-Miao vs Yuezhi Timeframe

Lord Yao or Tangyao (reign 2357-2258 BC ?) took over the overlord post after 9
year's weak rule by Zhi (reign 2366-2358 BC ?). Zhi was the son of Lord Diku,
and Lord Zhi earlier conferred the title of Marquis Tanghou on Yao. According to
Sima Qian, the 'SanMiao' people, who resided in the land where the later Chu
Statelet was, were mostly relocated to western China to guard against the
western nomads. Lord Shun relocated them to western China as a punishment
for their aiding the son of Lord Yao (Dan Zhu) in rebellion. To the west of
today's Dunhuang of Gansu Prov was a mountain named 'San Wei Shan' where
the Three Miao peoples were exiled. This could lead to a sound speculation that
Sino-Tibetan speaking San Miao people had dwelled in Gansu much earlier than
the later Indo-European Yuezhi people. The approximate date would be about
2258 BC for the relocation. Nova, in its TV series,



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/chinamum/taklamakan.html shows the
excavations of mysterious 3000-year-old mummies in China's western desert,
inside today's New Dominions Province. This shows that Indo-European Yuezhi
people came much later than the San Miao people, about 1000 years later.
(http://homepages.utoledo.edu/nlight/uyghhst.htm had a good exposition of
the "remarkably racialized ideas" and approaches built on basis of the
mummies.)

Xia Chinese vs Huns, and Qiangic Tibetans vs Tokharai Yuezhi:
http://www.taklamakan.org/allied comm/commonv-1-8.html carried an article
by Takla entitled "The Origins of Relations Between Tibet and Other Countries in
Central Asia", stating that "according to the researches of Sir Aurel Stein [i.e.,
the arch thief of China's Dunhuang Grotto treasures] on the origins of the
people of Khotan, most were the descendants of the Aryans. They also had in
them Turkic and Tibetan blood, though the Tibetan blood was more
pronounced. He discovered ancient documents at a place called Nye-yar in
Khotan and he has stated that the script of these documents contained no Pali,
Arabic (Muslim) or Turkic terminology. All were Tibetan terms and phrases."
Tibetans, clearly the descendants of Sino-Tibetan-speaking Qiangic SanMiao
people, had their influences reaching the southern Chinese Turkistan in
addition to the He-xi Corridor. P.T. Takla stated further that "according to Wu
Hriu(2), the facial features of the people of Khotan were dissimilar to those of
the rest of the Horpa nomads of Drugu (Uighurs belonging to the Turkic people)
and similar, to an extent, to the Chinese. Khotan in the north-west was called
Li-yul by the ancient Tibetans. Since Khotan was territorially contiguous with
Tibet, there are reasons to believe that the inhabitants of Khotan had
originated from Tibet."

Concluding this episode, my unchanged belief is still that Sino-Tibetan-speaking
Qiangic SanMiao people first reached the He-xi Corridor of Gansu Prov 4000
years ago and onward to Khotan area of southern Chinese Turkistan. It is never
an accident that early Chinese legends were full of events about the west,
including Mt Kunlun, Queen Mother of the West, Khotan jade, and Mt Kunwu
Diamond Ore etc. Tokharai, possibly related to the Indo-Scythians, reached
Tunhuang Grotto and Lake Koko Nor thereafter. In the 3rd century BC, the Hun
Chanyu ordered that his king attack the Yuezhi as a punishment for disturbing
peace at the Chinese border. Majority of the Yuezhi fled to the region of Amu
Daria river, and some fled across the mountains to live among Qiangic people in



the south. Successors of the Huns, led by Helian Bobo of Tie-fu Huns,
established a Xia Dynasty lasting through AD 407-431. Helian Bobo's
acknowledgement and tracing of ancestry in a common origin as Chinese clearly
spelled out the fact that it was the Mongoloid who had first raided to the west
rathern than the other way around.

Tibetans - The Fiery Lord Tribe

In my opinion, the peoples who share the same origin and history as today's
Chinese will be 1) Tibetans, and 2) Koreans. The Tibetans, according to a
Chinese linguist, would be the descendants of the Xi Qiang people active as
mercenaries of emperors in Latter Han Dynasty (25 A.D. - 220 A.D) and Three
States (220 AD - 280 AD). Beginning from late 1st century, the Qiangs began to
rebel against Chinese frequently. As a result of the urgency to cope with the
Qiangic threats, the Han Court had very much given up early efforts in
controlling Chinese Turkistan. The Qiangs would have wars with Han China for
dozens of years. At one time, the Qiangs split into two groups, Xi Qiang
(Western Qiang) and Dong Qiang (Eastern Qiang). By the end of the Han
Dynasty, Qiangs were controlled by warlord governors in the northwestern part
of China. Dong Zuo, who hand-picked last Han Emperor Xiandi, might have
some heritage of the nomads in this Qiangic area. During the Three Kingdom
time period, the Qiangs had participated in the wars as mercenaries. After the
fall of Western Jin China, the Qiangs as well as the Di nomads would play their
part in the later landslide campaigns in northern China, 'Five Nomadic Groups
Ravaging China' of 4-5th centuries. Posterior Qin Dynasty (AD 384-417),
established in today's Shenxi Province, was of Qiangic nature.

The Qiangs, in turn, would be the descendants of the Yandi (Fiery Lord or Fiery
Emperor) tribal group carrying the tribal name "Jiang". Xin Tang Shu (New
History Of Tang Dynasty) said the Tibetans belonged to the Xi Qiang, namely,
the western Qiangic peoples. There were 150 different groups of Qiangic
peoples, widely dispersed among Sichuan, Ganshu, Qinhai and Shenxi Provinces.
Ancient classics stated that the word 'giang' means the shepards in the west.
The book 'Continuum To Hou Han Shu' stated that the Qiangs were alternative
race of the Jiang surname tribes of San Miao. Yu the Great was said to have
been born in the land of the Xi Qiang.



One opinion also said that the ancient Tibetans possibly derived from the
Sanmiao (Three Miao) tribes who, being in constant battles with the Hua and Yi
tribes, had once occupied today's upper and middle Yangtze River areas. At the
times of Lords Yao-Shun-Yu, the 'Sanmiao' (Three Miao) people had taken Lake
Dongting as their very homeland. According to Sima Qian, the 'Sanmiao’ people,
who resided in the land where the later Chu State was, were mostly relocated to
western China to guard against the western nomads. Lord Shun relocated them
to western China as a punishment for their aiding the son of Lord Yao (Dan
Zhu) in rebellion. To the west of today's Dunhuang was a mountain named 'San
Wei Shan' where the Three Miao peoples were exiled. As further explained in the
Tibetans section, the name Tibet could be from the Xianbei element. New
History Of Tang Dynasty cited a mutation of pronunciation for the name of
founder of Southern Liang (Xianbei Statelet, AD 397-414), Tufa Lilugu. What it
said is that the Southern Liang's last name, Tufa, had mutated into Tubo in
Chinese pronunciation or English Tibet.

The Yangtze area would remain marshlands and lakes till the time of the Chu
State during the Warring States period (403-221 BC). The State of Chu, 1500
years after Xia Dynasty was first established, would still belong to an alien
ethnical group, and they were the first group of people to reject the
overlordship of the Zhou Dynasty and called themselves Chu kings. San-Miao
people were not considered 'Chinese' at the times of Yao-Shun-Yu, and they
belonged to the barbarian groups in ancient Chinese classics.

San-Miao, Qiangs, Xianbei, Tuoba, & Tanguts

San-Miao people, the Qiang people and the Di nomads etc long dwelled in the
Gansu-Qinghai and northwestern Sichuan areas. (The Di nomads had been
suspected to be responsible for the so-called 'Sanxingdui Excavations' in today's
Sichuan Province. In the section on Sixteen Nations, we had traced the Di
statelets.) I will speculate as one linguist did about the possibility of the
Qiangic people being pressured into a movement towards Tibet (called 'Zhang' in
Mandarin, a mutation of Qiang). Existing Chinese history did not make a
distinction between Qiangs and San-Miao at all, and the only reference to San-
Miao would be the San Wei Shan Mountain, a mountain to the west of
Dunhuang, Gansu Province. In one account, there was a saying that the Qiangs
were descended from San-Miao people. What I found difficult was the timeframe
inconsistency: The Qiangs, if having origin from Yandi the Fiery Lord, should
precede the San-Miao people because Lord Shun's relocation of San-Miao came




later.

In late Han times, the Qiangs had been mercenaries of Han emperors in
numerous wars, and one family of generals had joined the Shu Han against the
Wei kingom during Three Kingdoms Period (AD 220-280). The Qiangs as well as
the Di nomad would play their part in the later land-slide campaigns in
northern China, 'Five Nomadic Groups Ravaging China' during the 4th century.
They joined hands with a branch of Xianbei and created a lasting kindom called
‘Tuyuehun', and 'Tuyuehun' competed against the Tibetans proper well into the
7th century. 'Tuyuehun' had lasted for about 350 years in history, from the end
of Yongjia years (AD 310s) of Jin Dynasty to the 3rd year of Longsuo (AD 663)
of Tang Dynasty. The Qiang people are the same people who set up the Posterior
Qin Dynasty (AD 384-417) during the South-North Dynasties, prior to the
founding of the Tibetan Kingdom during China's Tang Dynasty (AD 618-907).

‘Tuyuehun', with Xianbei nomadic elements, would mix up with the Qiangic
peoples (which possessed at one time eight tribes, with one tribe carrying the
Toba last name) and evolve into the later Xixia Kingdom (AD 1038-1227) of the
Tanguts (i.e., Dangxiang).

Ethnogenesis of Early Stages

With the defeat of i) Dongyi People under Chi-you and ii) Qiangic people under
Fiery Lord tribes, we could speculate that the Yellow Lord Tribe finally
dominated both Shandong Province and the Yellow River area. Part of those
people who were defeated could have migrated towards the Manchurian and
Korean areas and today's Gansu-Qinhai Provinces (called "Frontal Tibet" in
history in contrast with Tibet Proper, the "Hind Tibet"). The ancestors of today's
Koreans would remain in the area of today's southern Manchuria and the areas
around the Beijing city till the Warring States period of Zhou Dynasty, and
would resurface time and again during Han Dynasty and Sui-Tang Dynasties.
http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~korea/0ld 1.html states that , in 311 BC,
invasion of Qin-kai of Yen Principality (Warring States Period, 403-221 BC )
caused ancient Korea a loss of 2000-1i territory; 108 BC invasion by Emperor
Wudi of Han Dynasty established four commandaries in today's Liaoning
Province and northern Korea. In Sui Dynasty, Chinese were defeated by the
Koreans and Sui Emperor Yangdi hence lost his empire due to internal revolts,




and in Tang Dynasty, Chinese intervened in Korean civil wars and helped one
Korean kingdom (Silla) defend against the Japanese who were invited by a rival.

1 li = 435 meters. See http://www.os.xaxon.ne.jp/~sinkodai/efuruta/esss.html
where the author stated that 'San-kuo-shih or Three Country Record does not
use the distance unit of "li" to be 435 meters as used during the Chin or Han
dynasty Period. but rather it uses the unit adopted by the Wei and Western Chin
dynasties, which is that one "li" is approximately 77 meters.'

Chinese ethnogenesis will now be comprised of Yi People in the east and the Xia
people in the west. Since excavations of dragon-totem were stll primarily
centered in southern Shanxi Prov, we would not be able to tell whether
Huangdi's people, after defeating Dong-yi in Hebei Prov, had actually taken
control of the traditional land of the Yi people. Though, Sima Qian's Shi Ji
claimed that Huangdi might have climbed a mountain on the Yantze River. The
struggles between dragon-totem Xia people and bird-totem Yi people never
settled for next 1400 years, till Zhou Dynasty's Duke Zhougong campaigned
against Ren-fang-guo on Shandong Peninsula and quelled the remaining Shang
people after 1122 BC. During the famous tribal power successions of lords Yao,
Shun and Yu, prior to the founding of the first dynasty of Xia by Yii's son, we
had Lord Shun of comparatively Yi nature succeeding Lord Yao. Among the Yi
People of the east would be Lord Shun and later Shang Dynasty ancestors. After
Lord Shun would be Lord Yu who represented the Xia or Huaxia people of the
west. Lord Yu's son set up the Xia Dynasty in Henan Prov, and Xia people must
have close relations with the natives to the west of Henan Prov, i.e., Qiangs and
Xirong (Western Rong People). Today's term Huaxia would be the combination
of names from Shenxi Prov's Huashan Mountain (a name appropriated from
southern Shanxi Prov across the Yellow River Bend) and Duke Xia title of Lord
Yu (a title possibly made up to backtrack the actual victory of Lord Yu's Xia
people over the Dong-yi people).

The establishment of the first dynasty of Xia would be the first important
recognizable Chinese ethnogenesis, i.e., the formation of an ethnic group.
(According to Obayashi Taryo, 'The Crucial Time in the Formation of the
Japanese People,' Minzokugaku Kenkyu , Vol 48, No 4, 1984, pp. 401-405,
linked by John Rach at http://www?2.gol.com/users/johnrach/, ethnic
formation "is a process which extends over a long time, often over centuries".
In John Rach's words, "at a certain point in time, migration decreased, and both




populations went through a period of settled evolution".) For the Chinese, at
some point in time one group emerged to identify themselves as the Huaxia
people and the first stage in this process, 'ethnogenesis', is now complete.

The second important recognizable Chinese ethnogenesis would occur at the
time of Xia-Shang dynastic substitution, around 1766 BC. The struggles
between Xia people and Yi people always persisted during the Xia Dynasty.
While the Xia Dynasty, under Lord Yu 's son, was founded in the central plains
of China, the Dongyi tribes would still occupy the eastern parts of today's
China, notably Shandong Province. Houyi, the tribal leader of the Yi tribes,
would force the second Xia king into exile, and it would be the fifth Xia king,
Shaokang, who re-asserted power over Xia kingdom. The Yi people would later
build the Shang Dynasty from 1765 BC to 11122 BC in place of the Xia Dynasty.
The son of last Xia Dynasty Lord Jie would later flee to the northern plains to
be the ancestors of the Huns.

Diversion vs Conversion

I will list some illustrative numbers for explaining the concept of diversion vs
conversion. Ancient tribes existed in units of hundreds of people. A group of
100 tents could evolve into a separate race in a matter of 200 years. For
example, when ancient Vietnam rebelled in 48 AD, Han Dynasty General Ma
Yuan would mount a full campaign in Champa, today's central to southern
Vietnam. New History Of Tang Dynasty recorded that there were ten households
in the name of Ma dwelling in Champa area, and those people refused to return
to China with General Ma. 500 years later, by Sui Dynasty, the ten families had
multiplied into 300 households.

The early human beings numbered by less than one thousandth of today's
population. When some tribe wondered out of their traditional pasture, they
might not meet another soul for one hundred miles. After reflecting on various
theories, my conclusion is that the ancient people tend to diverge rathern than
converge. Early human population was nothing in comparison with the number
of animals and beasts around them. Early human beings had to fight against
animals and beasts for survival than against fellow human beings. Relatively
speaking, in past 10,000 years, the first part should be quite peaceful, and only
in second part of 5000 years did we notice the signs of civilizations and the
multiplicity of human beings. Before the invention of weapons, no matter stone
axe, copper dagger or iron sword, early people had no choice but to wrestle



against each other with bare hands. In this sense, Marxist perspective on "slave
society" had its merits because the killings between human beings had only
been observed among the buries "mass' graves during this time period. In
contrary to common sense, early human migrations took the shape of diversion,
NOT conversion. Early human migrations would tend to move away, towards the
four directions, not converging to the same hot spot. At most, they co-dwelled
in the same area after diverging from their mode of life, as happened in the
scenario of the co-existence of both nomadic and sedentary ways of life in the
Ordos and the Yellow River Bend.

Ancient people, to diversify their gene pool, would have to go hundreds of miles
in search of their brides. The legends of Huangdi and his sons should be good
proof of this point. Huangdi married a woman from Xiling (western mountain)
Statelet who bore two sons, Xuanxiao and Changyi. Among Lord Huangdi's 25
sons, two elder sons, Changyi and Xuanxiao, were both conferred the land in
the west, today's Sichuan Province, and the two sons married so-called 'Shu-
shan nii', i.e., women from Sichuan Province.

Fallacies Of Tribal Leadership Succession: Yao-Sun-Yii

Earlier, we cited Scholar Liu Qiyu and his teacher Gu Xiegang in stating that
both Lord Yao and Lord Shun could have been appropriated to the land of Xia'
after Xia people's eastward expansion into the bird-totem Eastern Yi barbarian
land. Gu Xiegang cited ancient classics Zu Zhuan in stating that nowhere in Zu
Zhuan could find reference that Lord Shun was surnamed 'Yao' or Lord surnamed
'Tang' and that Zu Zhuan did not have any reference about Yu-shi clan of Xia
people being the descendant of Lord Shun or Tao-tang-shi of Xia people being
the descendant of Lord Yao.

Aside from the disupte in regards to appropriation, there were two opposing
viewpoints in regards to the succession of Yao-Shun-Yu. Hanfei-zi, a legalist
from the Warring States Period (403-221 BC) of Eastern Zhou Dynasty, had
rebutted the validity of the 'abdication system', i.e., the bloodless and
democratic successions of tribal powers among tribal leaders of Yao-Sun-Yi who
led the mingled Dongyi-Huaxia Tribes prior to the monopolization of power by
Xia-hou-shi clan of Xia Dynasty. Here, Yao & Yu belonged to the Hua tribes;
Sun, however, was a Dongyi tribal leader.



Yao-Sun-Yii legends had been praised by the Chinese communists as the
paradise in primitive Chinese society as well as an ideal society eulogized by
Confucius (511-479 BC). It basically says that Lord Yao, thinking his son was
not qualified for the job as a tribal leader, searched the land for a good
candidate. Shun was recommended to Yao for his filiality to his parents. Later,
Lord Shun, at high age, tried to locate a successor. Yu (whose father, Gun, failed
to control floods and was hence executed by Lord Shun) succeeded his father's
job and successfuly controlled the floods (i.e., repairing nine rivers in lower
Yellow River line), and Yu was recommended to Shun for his bypassing home
three times in between thirteen years of flood control work. Later, Confucius
and Mencius expanded on the classical book of Shang Shu and made the three
lords 'saints'. Confucius, an idealist living in the Spring-Autum period of Eastern
Zhou Dynasty, had always upheld the ideals of early saints and the deeds of
Archduke of Zhou Dynasty. Later in Han Dynasty, Confucius became the state's
teachings and hence the Trio-Saints became a legend never to be disputed
again.

Hanfei-zi wrote in his book that the Yao-Shun-Yii deeds were fabricated stories.
According to records from Shang Shu, Shun, a Dongyi tribal leader, killed the
whole family of Yao's son, Danzhu, on the pretext that he did so to give people
an admonition so that people would not learn from Danzhu's indulgence in
pleasure, exemplified by Danzhu's asking people push him in a boat in shallow
waters etc. (On record would be a rebellion by Dan Zhu. Lord Shun was said to
have relocated San-Miao people to Gansu Prov in western China as a punishment
for their aiding Dan Zhu in this rebellion.) Yao, earlier, had married his two
daughters to Shun, but in return Shun imprisoned Yao and killed Danzhu and
his whole family. Lord Shun himself did not get a better fate, either. Shun
originally planned to have his son, Shangjun, to succeed him. But Yii staged a
coup and later banished Shun to southern China which would be still
marshlands and mountains in Warring States period of Zhou Dynasty two
thousand years after Shun's times. Somewhere in upper Yangtze River, there was
a peak named after Lady Xiang who happened to be one of Lord Yao's two
daughters accompanying Shun on to the south exile. Lord Shun died in the land
of Cangwu, a place in today's Guangxi, near Guangdong border. Hanfei-zi
further claimed that the usurpation was the norm, not the exception, and the
mandate of heaven was construed to legalize the usurpations of later rulers. An
often disputed ancient book, Zhu Shu Ji Nan, i.e., Bamboo Annals, written in



approx 299 BC, 75 volumes in total, excavated from Wei Principality King
Xiangwang's tomb in AD 330 (alternatively said to be discovered in year AD 281,
i.e., Jinn Wudi's reign), had corroborated Han-fei-zi's claim. (Scholar Li Xueqin,
in his dissertaion on "Zhu Shu Ji Nan and Xia Dynasty", claimed that Bamboo
Annals was biased in descriptions of usurpations & tyrants and might have
fabricated historical events to serve the purpose of billegerant Warring States
time period, with anti-history stories like Yi Yin's adultery with last Xia Lord
Jie's queen Mei-xi or like Yi Yin's exiling Shang King Taijia for 7 years and
subsequent Taijia's execution of Yi Yin as revenge. Li Xueqin stated that Shang
oracle bones had high compliments for Yi Yin and Bamboo Annals was
deliberately mutating history to serve the purpose of usurpation. Hence,
Bamboo Annals' accounts of Xia King Qi's killing Yi or the usurpations of Shun
vs Yao & Yu vs Shun should be questioned for its authenticity)

With the founding of Xia by Yu's son, Qi(3), China would now experience the
continuous ancient civilization of Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties. When King
Wuwang of Zhou toppled the Shang Dynasty, he cited the 'Mandate of Heaven'
in his campaigns against Shang, and Zhou King Wuwang would call himself king
in respect for the lords or emperors ahead of him. We will now continue the
discussions on Xia, Shang and Zhou.



XIA-SHANG DYNASTIES

Xia Dynasty

Shang Dynasty

Western Zhou

Eastern Zhou

Sping & Autumn

Warring States

22-17th c. BC*

2070-1600 BC ?

2207-1766 BC?

17 c.-1122 BC*

1600-1046 BC ?

1765-1122 BC?

1134 - 771 BC*

1046 - 771 BC?

1121 - 771 BC?

770-256 BC

770-249 BC ?

722-481 BC

770-476 BC?

403-221 BC

476-221 BC?




Qin Statelet

Qin Dynasty

Western Han
Xin (New)
Western Han
Eastern Han
Three Kingdoms
Three Kingdoms
Three Kingdoms
Western Jinn
Eastern Jinn
16 Nations
Cheng Han

Hun Han (Zhao)
Anterior Liang
Posterior Zhao

Anterior Qin

900s?-221 BC

221-206 BC

248-207 BC ?

206 BC-23 AD

9-23 AD

23-25 AD

25-220

Wei 220-265

Shu 221-263

Wu 222-280

265-316

317-420

304-420

Di 301-347

Hun 304-329 ss

Chinese 317-376

Jiehu 319-352 ss

Di 351-394 ss




Anterior Yan
Posterior Yan
Posterior Qin
Western Qin ss
Posterior Liang
Southern Liang
Northern Liang
Southern Yan
Western Liang
Hunnic Xia
Northern Yan
North Dynasties
Northern Wei
Eastern Wei
Western Wei
Northern Qi
Northern Zhou

South Dynasties

Xianbei 337-370

Xianbei 384-409

Qiang 384-417 ss

Xianbei 385-431

Di 386-403

Xianbei 397-414

Hun 397-439

Xianbei 398-410

Chinese 400-421

Hun 407-431 ss

Chinese 409-436

386-581

386-534

534-550

535-557

550-577

557-581

420-589




Liu Song 420-479

Southern Qi 479-502
Liang 502-557
Chen 557-589
Sui Dynasty 581-618
Tang Dynasty 618-690
Wu Zhou 690-705
Tang Dynasty 705-907
Five Dynasties 907-960
Posterior Liang 907-923
Posterior Tang 923-936
Posterior Jinn 936-946
Posterior Han 947-950
Posterior Zhou 951-960
10 Kingdoms 902-979
Wu 902-937 Nanking
Shu 907-925 Sichuan

Nan-Ping 907-963 Hubei




Wu-Yue

Min

Southern Han
Chu

Later Shu
Southern Tang
Northern Han
Khitan Liao
Northern Song
Southern Song
Western Xia
Jurchen Jin (Gold)
Mongol Yuan
Ming Dynasty
Manchu Qing
R.0.C.

R.0.C. Taiwan

P.R.C.

907-978 Zhejiang
907-946 Fukien
907-971 Canton
927-956 Hunan
934-965 Sichuan
937-975 Nanking
951-979 Shanxi
907-1125
960-1127
1127-1279
1032-1227
1115-1234
1279-1368
1368-1644
1644-1912
1912-1949
1949-present

1949-present




While we adopted some commonly-accepted starting and ending years for Xia,
Shang and Zhou dynasties, authoritative Chinese historian viewpoint is that the
earliest substantiated year happened to be the fourteen year long
"Interregnum” (i.e., "republican administrative period") during Western Zhou
Dynasty, beginning from year 841 BC, the year when King Liwang of Zhou was
ousted by the revolts of the Guoren (i.e., the civilians in the capital vs 'Yeren'
the country people in the outskirts) and royal members of Zhou collectively
administered the state affairs till King Xuanwang of Zhou was selected. (Scholar
Xu Zhuoyun analyzed Zhou's fief system to have derived a conclusion that cities
at Zhou times could be differentiated into 'quo' for capital, 'yi' for 'fief', and
'tian' for countryside. Capital would be 'yi' with ancestral oblation. 'Guo’, area
within city-wall, contrasted with 'ye' for countryside.) As to reliable historical
records, the oracle bones from Shang served the best example of underground
records matching written records above-ground, while excavations from Xia are
still under research and point to the fact that some writing system did exist in
earlier Xia Dynasty. A Chinese research project which started in 1995 had been
reported to have pushed the exact date to the year 2070 BC as the point of
origin for Xia Dynasty. Stanford University scholar, David Nivision, had derived
the date of 2026 BC, instead, as a result of his own independent studies.

Prior to trio-saints of Yao, Shun and Yu, looking further up, there are eight
legendary overlords in Chinese history: They are 'San Huang' ['Three Huang'],
namely, Fuxi, Yandi (Fiery Lord) and Huangdi (Yellow Lord), and 'Wu Di' or Five
Di, namely, Shaohao (1. BC 2598 - 2515 ?), Zhuanxu (1. BC 2514 - 2437 ?),
Gaoxin (1. BC 2436 - 2367 ?), Tangyao (Lord Yao, 1. BC 2357 - 2258 ?) and
Yushun (Lord Shun, reign 2257-2208 BC ?). Lord Huangdi (i.e., the Yellow
Overlord, 1. 2697 - 2599 BC?) was said to have possessed a chronicle official
[Cangjie] who had first created Chinese characters. Like many Xia stories, the
Cangjie characters remained a legend. According to Sima Qian, Chinese lords
shared the same lineage: Lord Huangdi (Yellow Overlord) was the son of the
tribe of Shaodian (disputed to be the name of a state rather than an person);
Lord Huangdi had 25 sons, among whom 14 had established their own family
names; one of his son is called Changyi, and Changyi's son, named Gaoyang, is
Lord Zhuanxu; and Lord Yu (r. BC 2204-2195 ?) was said to be the grandson of
Lord Zhuanxu as well as the father of the founder of Xia Dynasty. (Ban Gu of
Latter Han Dynasty disputed the generation gap between Lord Zhuanxu and



Lord Yu, stating that Gun was the fifth generation grandson of Lord Zhuanxu
and that Lord Yu would be six generations away from Lord Zhuanxu.)

The demarcation line between the dynasties of Xia-Shang-Zhou and the pre-
history lies in the monopolization of power by the son of Lord Yu and his
family. Prior to Xia Dynasty, various tribes, mainly under the two tribal groups
of Hua and Yi, recommended their best men for leadership as the stories of Yao-
Shun-Yu reflect. Starting from Xia, the sons or brothers of Xia king would
assume exclusive power, instead. Early dynasties, especially Shang Dynasty, did
not strictly pass the power to their sons, but brothers. This is similar to the
fashion as used by later nomads like the Huns and the Turks. Also to be noted
is that all lords prior to Zhou Dynasty were entitled "Di" posthumously,
meaning modern sense emperors or overlords. The lords from Zhou Dynasty
humbly called themselves kings in respect for the earlier 'San Huang' and 'Wu
Di'. Later, historians would make reference to Xia, Shang and Zhou as 'San Dar',
namely, the Three Dynasties.

There is no doubt that a Xia dynasty existed before Shang Dynasty (1765 BC -
1122 BC) since Shang records described extensively events in prior dynasty. One
history researcher commented that "to authenticate ancient records, one has to
rely on ancient scholars for more accurate records than later scholars."
Confucius compiled some records on basis of what he read about the classics
that existed before his times, and Confucius commented that he still somehow
had access to the ancient classics though he might not have truly understood
the essence of those classics. Should Confucius believe in the so-called 'Three
Dynasties' of Xia-Shang-Zhou, then the existence of a Xia Dynasty could not be
negated. Corroborations abound to point to various ancient saints: Lord Yu had
travelled across the nine ancient prefectures; Lord Yu's Tributes, "Yu Gong", with
descriptions of ancient nine prefectures, was cited for manufacturing nine
bronze (copper?) utensils called 'ding' [cauldron]; and the nine utensils passed
on from dynasty to dynasty. Zhougong, i.e., Duke of Zhou, under the order of
Zhou King Chengwang, fulfilled the wish of King Wuwang in building the city of
Luoyi (Luoyang) and moved the nine utensils there. When both Xizhou-jun
(Duke Wugong) and Zhou King Nanwang passed away, the Zhou people fled to
the east, and Qin retrieved the nine cauldrons from the Zhou court and shipped
them to Xian'yang. Later ruler, like Zhang Shi of Anterior Liang Dynasty, would
claim that the Mingsha (echoing sand) Mountain and San-wei (three precarious)
Mountain in Dunhuang of Gansu Province would be where Lord Yu had travelled



the western-most. (Senior scholar, like Prof Wei Chu-Hsien, had doubts about
bronze existance at the times of Lord Yu, but recent excavations did produce
copper items in southern Shanxi Prov at the times of Lord Yu. Ancient classics,
on the matter of Chu King Zhuangwang's inquiry into nine cauldrons, had
deliberately avoided the nature of Lord Yu's cauldrons. Prof Wei Chu-Hsien
speculated that it could be of pottery nature.) Another corroborating fact would
be Lord Yu's tomb on Mount Kuaijishan in Shaoxing, Zhejiang. One of the
grandsons of Lord Yu was permanently assigned to the Kuaiji land to guard the
tomb, and the later Yue Principality was said to have descended from this
lineage.

Later, Xia Dynasty remnants would survive as the Qi-guo statelet, located in
today's Qi-xian county of Henan Prov. Qi-guo lineage continued onward through
Shang and Zhou dynasties. Ancient proverb about a Qi-guo person worrying
about the fall of skies would be related to this country. Another Xia remnant
would be by the name of Chonghouhu statelet [i.e., Marquis Hu of Chong-guo
Statelet] which was conquered by first Zhou King Wuwang by taking advantage
of Chonghouhu people's following last Shang Lord Zhouwang's Shandong
Peninsula campaign against Ren-fang-guo statelet to the east. [Scholar Wei
Juxian claimed that Chonghouhu must have derived from Chong-bo, i.e., the
tribe of Lord Yu's father.] Still more Xia remnants would probably survive as Yu-
guo, Ji-guo and Tang-guo statelets in Shenxi/Shanxi provinces till Zhou
Dynasty time period. (Zeng Guangdong, at regenerating-

universe.org/Chain of DNA.htm, expounded his family's 5000 years old
unbroken chain of DNA. Zeng stated that "the name of our clan, Zeng, may be
traced to the time when Emperor [overlord] Shao Kang of Xia Dynasty created
his second son Prince Qu Lie [as] the ruler of the State of Zeng ... about 1850
BC ... In the 6th year of Duke Siang [lord or Marquis Siang: common mistake in
attributing clan title of gong to duke instead of grandpa] of the State of Lu, ...
567 BC... the Zeng State was plundered and destroyed by the State of Ju. The
Prince of Zeng named Wu fled to the State of Lu and remained there in the
service of Lu. He dropped the [ear] part (which denotes the domain) from our
surname Zeng. This was the beginning of our surname becoming Zeng without
the domain in the script, and it remains ever since. Four generations from Wu
came Xi alias Dian ... and the 5th was the "Sage of Source", namely Zengcius or
Zeng San [Zeng-zi]. Both father and son were students of Confucius, thus our
family shines ever since ... " Zeng validated his clan history via excavation in
1978 of a tomb belonging to the Marquis Zeng-Yi-hou "who was buried in 433




BC at the old site of the State of Zeng in Hu Bei [Hebei] Province.")

Shang Dynasty itself was made into the principality of Song by the succeeding
Zhou Dynasty (1121 - 256 BC). (Some scholar, like Wei Chu-hsien and Wang
Guowei, pointed to the existance of Song before Shang times and claimed that
Song or Shang, pronounced in similar tone, could have meant for the same
people.) Confucius at one time returned to his ancestral Song Statelet and spent
considerable time studying the Shang "Li", ritual or formality or system, which
continued on in Song long after Shang's demise. The lineage of history is cited
repeatedly in China's 24 Histories.

Xia Dynasty

The Xia Dynasty (about 2207-1766 BC) has been called the first dynasty. It was
established by Qi(3), the son of Lord Yu. Lord Yu was the person famous for
being the man who mastered the floods. Qi3 was born by a Tu-shan-shi woman,
but Yu the Great dared not enter his home to see his new-born son while he was
under Lord Shun's order to quell the flooding. The name 'Xia', alternatively
speaking, came from the title of Count Xia that Lord Yu received from Lord Yao
as conferral of land in Yangdi.

Yangdi or Yangcheng could be in Shanxi Prov or in Henan prov. In today's
Dengfeng Municipality of Henan Prov, to the centerfold south of both Luoyang
and Zhengzhou and further to the south of Dengfeng, there would be a Yu-zhou
city, with Lord Yu's name inscribed. Scholar Liu Qiyu pointed out that it was
not Lord Yu but Lord Yu's son Qi who would make Xia capital in Henan Prov
after crossing the Yellow River to defeat the You-hu-shi Dong-yi people at Gan
(i.e., today's Zhenzhou of Henan prov). Compromising theory would be to point
out that 'yvang' also meant for 'tang' in ancient times, and hence Yangcheng or
Yangdi would be still located north of the Yellow River, somewhere in southern
Shanxi Prov. Tian Changyue, the editor of "Hua Xia Civilization" anthology,
compromised the issue of Lord Yu's point of origin by stating that Xia people
might have two tribes, with i) father Gun developing in southern Shanxi Prov
where they were previously subordinate to Lord Yao and ii) the son Lord Yu
developing in western Henan Prov by means of an alliance with Lord Zhuanxu's
tribe. Lord Yu, per Tian Changyue, adopted 'xuan yu' (i.e., black fish) as the
totem and developed in today's Dengfeng-Yuxian areas of western Henan Prov



while his father Gun continued with the dragon totem. Tian Changyue further
stated that Lord Yu's tribe would later absorb his father's native Xia people in
southern Shanxi Prov. (The character 'Gun' was a combination of two words:
black and fish. Senior scholar Wei Chu-Hsien pointed out that ancient Gun
legends in "Shan Hai Jing" implied a possible migration of Gun people to
American continents since Gun's body turned into 'huang xiong' [American
Brown Bear] in the water. More about Wei Chu-Hsien's research into ancient
Chinese linkage to America is temporarily uploaded to ming.htm page)

Per "Shi Ji", Lord Yu, after mourning Lord Shun for three years, said goodbye to
Lord Shun's son (Shangjun) and left Yangcheng for Pingyang. Vassals deserted
Shangjun for Lord Yu. Lord Yu hence proclaimed the statelet of 'Xia-hou' and
adopted the last name of 'Si4'. Alternative surname and clan name records
stated that it was Lord Yao who had confirmed the surnames onto his ministers
including Yu [Xia ancestor], Xie [Shang ancestor], and Houji [Zhou ancestor]
etc.

Ten years later, Lord Yu died in Kuaiji (Shaoxing, Zhejiang Prov), near the
mouth of the Yantze Delta. Yi(4), a successor designated by Lord Yii, was given
the job as an overlord. After three years of mourning, Yi(4) gave the post to
Qi(3), the son of Lord Yu. Yi4 left for south of Songshan (often inter-
exchangeable to the Chong character) Mountain of Henan Prov. [Note that
ancient classics, i.e., Bamboo Annals, claimed that Qi(3) killed Yi(4).] When the
Dong-vyi tribes disobeyed Qi(3), Qi sent armies to defeat You-hu-shi clan at Gan
(Zhenzhou of Henan Prov, but do note that ancient Gan-shui was closer to
Luoyang of Henan Prov) and hence solidified Xia Dynasty rule.

Scholar Luo Xianglin claimed that Xia people had asserted control over the rest
of people via two inventions: copper and citadel. Luo Xianglin cited ancient
book "Yue [Yue principality] Jue [splendid] Shu [book]" in stating that in
ancient times, Xuanyuan-shi, Shenong-shi & Hexu-shi utilized stone as weapon;
Lord Huangdi utilized Jade as weapon; and in Xia times, Lord Yu utilized copper
as weapon, hence piercing the Longmen [dragaon gate] Gorge of the Yellow
River. ("Yue Jue Shu" distinction between Xuan-yuan-shi and Lord Huangdi also
verified a possibility that Xuan-yuan-shi and Lord Huangdi were not the same
person.) Luo Xianglin cited ancient books "Luu Shi Chun Qiu", "Tai Ping Yu Lan",
"Huai Nan Zi" & "Wu Yue Chun Qiu" in stating that Gun, i.e., Lord Yu's father,
first built a castle with a wall as high as nine 'ren' [1 'ren' being equivalent to 7



or 8 Chinese feet].

Hua/Xia Origin & Developments

As scholar Liu Qiyu pointed out, 'hua' and 'xia’, pronounced the same way as
[hwer] in Yantze Delta dialects, would mean for the group of people dwelling to
the north of the ancient South Yellow River Bend and to the east of the ancient
West Yellow River Bend.
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(Ancient West Yellow River Bend is the same as today's East Yellow River Bend.
Ancient Yellow River Bend did not equate to today's inverse U-shaped course
with the North Bend lying inside Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, but the
U-shaped Bend with South Bend in southern Shanxi Prov and then a south-to-
north turn in Hebei Province for exit into the sea.)



Liu Qiyu's 1982 dissertation, on basis of "Gan Shi" (i.e., Oath of War at Gan) in
"Shang Shu" (i.e., Remotely Ancient Histories), proposed the opposite
movement of the Xia people, i.e., that the Xia people, the direct descendants of
Huangdi the Yellow Overlord with dragon totem, originally dwelled in southern
Shanxi Province and then expanded eastward and southward, across the South
Bend, into today's Henan Province. Xia people, under Qi (Lord Yu's son),
defeated the You-hu-shi Dong-yi people at the Battle of Gan, built cities and
capital in today's Henan Prov, endured power struggles with Dong-yi people [led
by Hou-yi and Han-zhuo], and stayed in Henan Prov for hundreds of years till
Shang-tang's group of Dong-yi people expelled them. Liu Qiyu stated, on basis
of the craftsmanship on potteries, that the Xia people's developments could be
embodied by three stages of evolutions, i.e., Taosi (2400-1800 BC) of
southwestern Shanxi Prov, Dongxiafeng (2200-1700 BC) of southeastern Shanxi
Prov, and Erlitou Culture (1900-1500 BC) in Yanshi of Henan Prov. Liu Qiyu also
noted that copper utensils were both discovered in Dongxiafeng and Yanshi
Erlitou, stating that Erlitou Culture, dated the 3rd phase of Erlitou (Yanshi,
Henan Prov), must have been under Xia people who in turn had received inputs
from early cultures in Shanxi-Henan provinces. Liu Qiyu further pointed out
that by the 4th phase, the Yanshi excavations pointed to the dilapidation of Xia
palaces in this area as a result of attacks by Shang-tang Dong-yi people. Liu
Qiyu always upheld the theory that Qi, Lord Yu's son, had his capital
established at Xunyi, i.e., today's Yanshi of Henan Prov and the seat of Erlitou
Culture. Liu Qiyu, to rebut the viewpoint that phases III & IV of Erlitou might
belong to early Shang people, stated that it was the opposite way around, that
is, the Xia people of IIT & IV phases of Erlitou influenced the Erligang
'shengwen' (i.e., jormon) potteries in Zhengzhou of Henan Prov.

Chronology of Archaeological Discoveries (see prehistory.htm):




Banpo Type Type --> Dongzhuangcun Type --> Miaodigou Type --...--> Xiwangcun Type

Miaodigou Culture II (3000-2500 BC) Longshan Culture Taosi Type (2500-1900
BC)
Early Stage --> Middle Stage --> Late Stage Early Stage --> Middle Stage --> Late Stage
Taosi (2400-1800 BC) Dongxiafeng Type (2200-1700 BC)

Dongxiafeng Type Of Erlitou Culture (2200-1700 BC)

Yanshi Type of Erlitou Culture (1900-1500 BC)

There is no dispute as to Xia people's final demise in Henan Prov. Liu Qiyu
validated the demise of Xia Dynasty in Henan Prov by citing the ancient
statement that "Xia Dynasty ended when the Yi-shui and Luo-shui rivers ran
dry". After Shang Dynasty overthrew Xia, remnant Xia people fled northward
and westward, and majority of them returned to their ancestral home in
southern Shanxi Prov. (Wang Guowei speculated that some of those Xia people
who fled northward and westward would become the Yuezhi (?) in the west and
the Huns in the north. Note that Wang Guowei's speculation as to Yuezhi would



throw the discussion into an ethnicity dispute. It is understandable that Wang
Guowei might have blundered in early 20th century since Loulan mummies were
not known at that time. I had expounded the You-yu-shi vs Yuezhi fallacy at
hun.htm section and pointed out that You-yu-shi clan had continued on in
Shenxi area till Qi Lord Huan'gong westward campaign against Bai-di barbarians
in 651 BC.)

Scholar Luo Xianglin's Assertions

Scholar Luo Xianglin, in "History of Chinese Nationalities" (Chinese Culture
Publishing Enterprise Co, Taipei, Taiwang, May 1953 edition), stated that
ancient China possessed five tribal groups: Xia, Qiang, Di[1], Yi, and Man[2].
Per Luo Xianglin, Xia people first originated in Mt Minshan and upperstream
River Min-jiang areas of Sichuan-Gansu provincial borderline. Xia people then
split into two groups, with one going north to reach Wei-shui River and
upperstream Han-shui River of Shenxi Prov and then east to Shanxi Prov by
crossing the Yellow River.

The second group, per Luo Xianglin, went south to populate southern Chinese
provinces as the 'Yue' people. Luo Xianglin's linking Yue people to Xia people
was based on the common lexicon 'yue' which meant for excavated ancient
"stone axe".

Xia Land = Zhong Guo (Central Statelet)

The 'Xia' people, in another sense, would also imply a more restrictive meaning
for the people who dwelled in the land of Xi-rong (the Western Rong nomads)
or Xi Yi (Western Aliens) or Xi Qiang (Western Qiang). Lord Yu was born in a
place called 'Shiniu' (ancient Chang-mang statelet, between Sichuan, Henan and
Shenxi provinces). Scholar Liu Qiyu tackled the issue of 'xi' or west. His
validations pointed to the land of 'he qu' (i.e., the inflexion point of the Yellow
River Bends) as the land of the west', i.e, later land between Qin and Jinn
principalities. He also validated the ancient Chinese prefecture of 'ji-zhou' as
equivalent to the ancient term 'zhong-guo' for China, and listed multiple
ancient classics to lock down the land of original China as being the domain of
southern Shanxi Prov. (Liu Qiyu pointed out that original places for Taiyuan
and Jinyang etc would be in southern Shanxi Province, and that those cities did



not get appropriated to northern Shanxi Prov until after Jinn Lord Daogong
quelled various 'Di2' barbarian statelets in the north. Liu Qiyu further stated
that after the split of Jinn into Haan-Zhao-Wei principalities, southernmost Wei
statelet still got the privilege to be called Jinn due to the fact that Jinn
historically inherited the ancient Xia land that was termed 'ji-zhou' the Ji4
prefecture or 'zhong-guo' the central statelet.)

Ancient classics, like "Zhan Guo Ce", "Shuo Wen", "Han Shu", paraphrased 'Xia' as
meaning the central statelet. "Zhuang-zi", in the section on "Tian Di Bian" (i.e.,
article on heaven and earth), mentioned a dialogue between Zhunmang and
Yuanfeng in regards to Zhuangmang's sailing into the East Sea and polarized
'zhongguo' (central statelet) and 'si hai' (four seas). Xu Hao, in comments on
"Shuo Wen", stated that Yi & Di barbarians began to invade China at the times
of Xia people and that then Chinese were hence named Xia-ren or Xia people.
Liu Qiyu listed similar parallel antagonism of ji-zhou' and 'si hai' in "Chu Ci"
(Chu Principality Poems) and "Huai Nan Zi" to validate the exact location of the
land of 'Xia' as equivalent to ancient ‘ji-zhou' prefecture, i.e., southern Shanxi
Prov. Similarly, Liu Qiyu cited similar parallel antagonism of 'zhongguo' (central
statelet) versus 'si yi' (four groups of barbarians) in "Zuo Zhuan" for same sense
interpretation. (Note that Scholar Wang Zhonghan cited "Guan-zi" in stating
that it would be around the middle of Warring States time period that Qi
Principality editors adopted the terms of four barbarians as might have existed
at the time of Guan-zi [Guan Zhong] of Spring & Autumn time period of Eastern
Zhou Dynasty.)

Liu Qiyu pointed out that after the demise of Xia, whoever stayed in
Shanxi/Shenxi provinces continued to call themselves 'Xia' people. First Zhou
King Wenwang eulogized the eastward flowing of Feng-shui River to Lord Yu's
accomplishment, and numerous Zhou Dynasty records stated that they were
descendants of Xia Dynasty founder Lord Yu. Wei Principality, who inherited
southermost Jinn land of southern Shanxi Prov, described themselves as "riding
in Xia-chariots" and claiming to be "Xia King". A Qin Principality official also
denoted himself as Xia-zi (i.e., son of Xia people) because his mother was a Qin-
ren (i.e., Qin people), i.e., self-designated Xia people.



Xia Dynasty's Totem - Dragon

Scholar Gao Wei pointed out that the colored Pottery from Taosi Excavations of
Longshan Culture, dated 2400-2500 BC approx, had shown a winding dragon.
Almost all luxurious Taosi excavations in southern Shanxi Prov had produced a
pottery with dragon totem.

This wpuld point to this place of excavation (i.e. southern Shanxi Prov) as the
original site of the early Xia people. (Dragon totem, in combination with
phoenix, would become China's national symbols.) Chinese classics had
mentioned two dragon-related clans, i.e., the Huan-long-shi clan during Lord
Shun's reign and the Yu-long-shi clan during Xia Dynasty. Here, 'huan' meant
for raising or husbandry, 'yu4' meant for driving or controlling, while 'long'
meant for dragon. Xia Culture, having interactions with bird-totem Dong-yi
people to the southeast, had posed an academic challenge as to the nature of
ancient Chinese ethnicity. Consensus would be to treat the Longshan Culture in
Shanxi and western Henan as equivalent to Xia Dynasty or at least 'xian xia'
(i.e., Anterior Xia Dynasty). Xia people, who later moved from Shanxi to Henan
Prov and founded the dynasty of Xia, certainly brought with them the
important dragon totem, a mark that would also be observed among the Huns of
Mongolia and the Tungus of Manchuria for the thousands of years to come.

Xia people hence was taken as the original Mongoloid ethnic Chinese whose
name was carried on for the next 4500 years as 'hua’, 'xia' or 'huaxia'. To clarify
the nature of Xia people further, I will cite Prof Wei Chu-Hsien's interpretaion of
ancient classics "Shi-zi" (approx 338 BC works) in authenticating the ethnicity
of Chinese in Xia land against the barbarians in four directions. Both "Shi-zi"
and "Shan Hai Jing" stated that there were Guan-xiong-guo in the south,
Chang-gu-guo (Chang-gong? long arm) in the west, Shen-mu-guo (deep eye
socket) in the north, and statelets under Yuhu and Yujing as east-sea and
north-sea seagods in the east and northeast. Here, as a side note, I will, once
and for all, settle the issues in regards to Huangdi or the Yellow Overlord, i.e., i)
semantic error in translating the overlord for 'di4' into emperor; ii) Nordic racist
appropriation in attaching Caucasian tag to Huangdi. "Shi-zi" and "Shan Hai
Jing" records of deep eye socket people to the north of Huangdi was a
corrobaration that Huangdi people were not of deep-socket eyes. (Shi-zi was the
teacher of Qin Reformer Shang Yang, and he went into hiding in Sichuan Prov ?



and completed the classics Shi-zi after Shang Yang was executed by Qin King
Huiwenwang.) Furthermore, I had expounded the ethnic nature of various Rong
people in the hun.htm section, cleared the dispute in regards to the ethnicity
of 'Rong' people, and proven that Rong people, being mainly Sino-Tibetan
speaking Qiangic people, shared the same blood-line with Xia Chinese but
differred in 'Culture' such as cuisine, clothing, money and language.

'Dong-yi' (Eastern Alien) & 'Xi-yi' (Western Alien)

History annals claim that Lord Shun was a Dong-yi and that Lord Yu was a Xi-
yi. This could be interpreted as an ancient conventional way of 'birthplace
naming'. (Sima Qian thought that Lord Yu was born in today's Yuxian County,
Henan Province, but other ancient historians had claimed that Lord Yii came
from the land of the Western Rong or Western Qiang tribe as Lord Yii was also
named 'Rong-yu'.)

For thousands of years, Chinese used to claim ancestry place as their point of
origin. This applies to Hakka people who, having dwelled in southern China for
over one thousand year, still claimed northern Chinese prefectures as their
point of origin. As a result of ancient Chinese ancestor worshipping, Chinese
clans present a unique way of identification of surnames and Gene-tree Y-
chromosome. Should we interpret 'Dong-yi' & Xi-yi' in this perspective, then
there would be no dispute as to Lord Shun and Lord Yu sharing the same
lineage and heritage as Huangdi the Yellow Lord.

Appropriation of Xia Name

On the West Yellow River Bend, there was the ancient Xiazhou Prefecture which
still bears the ancient name of Xia'. Today, it is called 'Ning-xia Muslim
Autonomous Region', with the 'xia' embedded inside. A city by the name of
Lingwu still existed close to Ningxia's provincial capital, Yingchuan. There were
numerous Xia statelets in Chinese history. The Huns at one time set up a
kingdom called 'Xia', and the Tanguts proclaimed their 'Xixia' or Western Xia
Dynasty as well. From this perspective, we could say that the 'Hua' or 'Xia'
designation would be more of barbarian nature in the west than the later Shang
Chinese who belonged to the 'Yi' people in the east.

In the proximity of the West Yellow River Bend could be found 'Yuezhi', 'Rong',



'Di', 'Qiang', and 'Rong-di' barbarians. Di-of-the-North would be specifically
denoting the Huns and Turks. Their forerunners would include Rong-di which
split into Chidi and Baidi, and Jiangrong around Taiyuan, Shanxi. Baidi (White
Di) dwelled in ancient Yanzhou (today's Yan'an), Suizhou (today's Suide) and
Yinzhou (today's Ningxia on west Yellow River Bend). Chi-di (Red Di) dwelled in
a place called Lu(4), near today's Shangdang. Qiangs and Di(1) people were
called Xi Yi, i.e., Yi in the west. Quanrong or Doggy Rong of the west were also
named Quan-yi-shi (Doggy alien tribe) or Hunyi or Kunyi (Kunlun Mountain
aliens?, but was commented to be the same as character 'hun4' for the meaning
of mixing-up). Jia Kui, an ancient scholar, stated that Quan-yi was one of the
varieties of Rong peoples. Ancient geography book "Gua Di Zhi" stated that
Yuezhi country included ancient Liangzhou, Ganzhou, Suzhou, Yanzhou and
Shazhou, i.e., today's Gansu-Ningxia-Shenxi Provinces.

Xia Chinese vs Huns, and Qiangic Tibetans vs Tokharai Yuezhi

http://www.taklamakan.org/allied comm/commonv-1-8.html carried an article
by Takla entitled "The Origins of Relations Between Tibet and Other Countries in
Central Asia", stating that "according to the researches of Sir Aurel Stein [i.e.,
the arch thief of China's Dunhuang Grotto treasures] on the origins of the
people of Khotan, most were the descendants of the Aryans. They also had in
them Turkic and Tibetan blood, though the Tibetan blood was more
pronounced. He discovered ancient documents at a place called Nye-yar in
Khotan and he has stated that the script of these documents contained no Pali,
Arabic (Muslim) or Turkic terminology. All were Tibetan terms and phrases."
Tibetans, clearly the descendants of Sino-Tibetan-speaking Qiangic SanMiao
people, had their influences reaching the southern Chinese Turkistan in
addition to the He-xi Corridor. P.T. Takla stated further that "according to Wu
Hriu(2), the facial features of the people of Khotan were dissimilar to those of
the rest of the Horpa nomads of Drugu (Uighurs belonging to the Turkic people)
and similar, to an extent, to the Chinese. Khotan in the north-west was called
Li-yul by the ancient Tibetans. Since Khotan was territorially contiguous with
Tibet, there are reasons to believe that the inhabitants of Khotan had
originated from Tibet."

Concluding this episode, my unchanged belief is still that Sino-Tibetan-speaking
Qiangic SanMiao people first reached the He-xi Corridor of Gansu Prov 4000



years ago and onward to Khotan area of southern Chinese Turkistan. Tokharai,
possibly related to the Indo-Scythians, reached the areas of Lake Koko Nor and
later Tunhuang Grotto thereafter. In the 3rd century BC, the Hun Chanyu
ordered that his king attack the Yuezhi as a punishment for disturbing peace at
the Chinese border. Majority of the Yuezhi fled to the region of Amu Daria river,
and some fled across the mountains to live among Qiangic people in the south.
Successors of the Huns, led by Helian Bobo of Tie-fu Huns, established a Xia
Dynasty lasting through AD 407-431. Helian Bobo's acknowledgement and
tracing of ancestry in a common origin as Chinese clearly spelled out the fact
that it was the Mongoloid who had first raided to the west rather than the
other way around.

Lord Yu's Domain

Scholar Hu Yuegian expounded on the marriage of Yu with a Tu-shan-shi
woman. (I personally know someone carrying the Tu surname who had come
from Hubei Prov.) Hu Yuegian speculated that Lord Yu must have lived close
enough to Tu-shan Mountain, somewhere to the northeast of today's Shouchun
or Huaiyuan County, Anhui Prov and on the east bank of Huai-shui River. Zuo
Zhuan stated that tens of thousands of 'guo’ or stateletes (tribes) had come to
Mt. Tu-shan to pay respect to Yu after flood was successfully controled. This
pointed to the fact that Lord Yu did have his dwelling south of the Yellow River,
something that would conflict with Liu Qiyu's assertion that it would be Lord
Yu's son who would later expand into Henan Prov. Scholar Chen Shaoli
mentioned that it might not be a coincident that Henan's Yuxian County had
possessed an ancient village called 'wang-cheng-gang', i.e., the hill of a king's
castle. (Hu Yuegian validated Xia people's influence in Anhui Prov by means of
an alliance with Tu-shan-shi tribe by citing the fact that last Xia King Jie, with
his queen Meixi [a You-shi-shi woman], had fled to You-chao-hu Lake in Anhui
Prov for seeking asylum while the remnant Xia nobles, forbidden from returning
to You-chao or Caohu Lake, were relocated to Ruzhou or Jiaxian County of
today's Henan Prov.)

However, Lord Yu was not restricted to the Yellow River Bend, and he was
recorded to have travelled across the country. Sima Qian's Shi Ji, in the section
on Xia Dynasty, systematically described the ancient nine Chinese prefectures in
details, covering the grade or quality of soil, the minerals, animals, plants and
agricultural products, the rivers and mountains, and the surrenders or tributes
from the local prefecture to the central court (i.e., Chinese dynasties). The



famous book, Shan Hai Jing, i.e., Records of Mountains and Seas, was the work
of Lord Yu after he spent 13 years surveying the nation.

In Today's Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province, namely, the ancient Kuaiji Commandary,
there is a monument in remembrance of Lord Yu. Kuaijishan Mountain would be
where Yu convened the vassals. Lord Yu was buried on Kuaijishan Mountain
when he died. There was an ancient claim that during Song Dynasty, Kuaiji
people, when rebuilding the Yu Pilgrimage, dug up some one hundred pieces of
jade articles (‘gui') that were considered instruments of power conferrals for
vassals.

Also to be noted would be the fact that early Chinese history recorded that
people from the ancient Wa Japan claimed that they were the descendants of
'Tai Bo' and called themselves by the ancient title of 'Da Fu'. Tai Bo wanted to
yield the succession to his brother because the ancient mandate said that the
son of Tai Bo's brother (Ji Li) would be the future lord of Zhou people. Ji Li's
son would be Ji Chang, i.e., Zhou King Wenwang posthumously. The ancient
books also recorded that Wa Japan must be situated to the east of Kuaiji
Commandary. Chen Shou's San Guo Zhi recorded that the rice culture people
living on the western coast of Japan around the 2-3rd centuries were recorded
to have tattoos over their body, in a similar fashion to the Zhejiang people in
Yantze Delta where the descendants of King Shaokang of Xia Dynasty (21-16th
c. BC) had lived. (My speculation is that ancient Wa Japanese with Tai Bo
lineage had been wiped out or assimilated into the later immigrants from Korea.

An Zhimin, at carleton.ca/~bgordon/Rice/papers/zhimin84.htm , wrote about
"EFFECT OF PREHISTORIC CULTURES OF THE LOWER YANGTZE RIVER ON ANCIENT
JAPAN", with speculation about pre-Han-Dynasty contacts.)

Sima Qian, in comments about the length of Min-Yue & Dong-Yue Statelets (see
Vietnamese & Southerners section for details), said the 'Yue' People must have
inherited Lord Yu's spirits. One claim would put all Yue people, i.e., Bai Yue or
Hundred Yue Peoples, in the same lineage as Lord Yu's descendants. Min-Yue &
Dong-Yue were related to so-called 'Gu-yue' or Ancient Yue Statelet located in
Hangzhou, Zhejiang Prov. After Han Emperor Wudi defeated Min-Yue of Fuzhou
and Dong-Ou or Eastern Ou (Dong-Yue) of Wenzhou, there existed a remnant
statelet called Xi-Ou or Western Ou.




Xia Chronology

Sima Qian's Shi Ji and the Bamboo Annals both cited the traditional saying that
Xia Dynasty, with and without kingship, had lasted 471 years. Ban Gu's Han Shu
stated that Xia-hou-shi, with 17 kings, had lasted 432 years. Scholar Huang
Shilin cited the recent excavation of a Western Han Dynasty tomb in Mt
Yinqueshan area, Linyi, Shandong and the discovery of ancient classics Liu Tao
in rebutting the traditional view. Liu Tao historically claimed that Xia Dynasty
possessed 31 kings from Yu to Jie. Scholar Huang Shilin hence concurred with
Bamboo Annals' statement that Xia Dynasty possessed more years than Shang
Dynasty though it recorded only 17 kings. By setting the Shang-tang overthrow
of Xia King Jie in the 18th cent BC, Huang Shilin speculated that the start of
Xia would be somewhere like 24th cent BC by adding up 629 years of the Shang
Dynasty. ( The way to compromise different count of years, in my opinion,
would probably be lying in the inclusion of anterior years or not. Scholar
Kwang-chih Chang proposed in 1980s an emphasis on horizontal diagnosis of
Xia-Shang-Zhou peoples instead of vertical, which was to acknowledge the
existence of a certain 'Anterior Xia', 'Anterior Shang' and 'Anterior Zhou'.
Scholar Hu Yueqian proposed that Xia studies must be built upon Shang studies
because of the close relations between the two groups of people. )

Yu's son, Qi(3), founded Xia Dynasty. After Qi's death, his Xia Dynasty

son, Taikang, succeeded him. Taikang made Zhenxun as his |21 . 16th cent BC
capital. However, Taikang was fond of hunting and did not
take care of business. When Taikang went to south of Luo Qi
River for hunting, the tribal leader of the Yi people, Houyi
(You-giong-shi clan, a legendary figure famous for his long

) Taikang
arms and shooting down the suns), staged a coup d'etat
and lined up his forces on the northern bank of Luo River
. . . . . . | Zhongkang

to force Taikang into exile. Five Taikang brothers and their

mother made a song on the north bank of Luo, calling for ian

the return of Taikang. Houyi made Taikang's brother 1ang

(Zhongkang) a king. But Houyi, after Zhongkang's death, Shaok

would stage another coup to overthrow Zhongkang's son, aokang

Xiang. Later, a general under Houyi, Hanzhuo, would usurp ——
iZhu

power by killing Houyi and usurped You-giong-shi throne.
Hanzhuo took over Houyi's woman and born two sons who
were renowned for their strength. To prevent the Xia or

Di Kui (Fen)




Huaxia people from claiming power again, Hanzhuo would
send one of his sons to kill Xiang. Xiang's woman, of You- |Di Mang
nai-shi (You-reng-shi?) clan, fled to her home and born
Shaokang. Shaokang would survive by escaping to the tribe |Di Xie
where the descendants of Lord Shun (another Yi tribe)
lived. A Xia remnant minister, Mi, fled to You-ge-shi clan, |Di Buxiang
and he organized forces and finally defeated Hanzhuo. Mi
erected Shankang as the lord. Shaokang's son, Zhu, would |Di Jiong
first invent the shields to counter the sharp arrows from
the Yi people who were renowned for hunting and shooting. | Di Jin
Zhu's son would be Hui (Fen), Hui's son would be Mang,
Mang's son would be Xie, Xie's son would be Buxiang, Di Kongjia
Buxiang's brother would be Jiong, and Jiong's son would be
Jin. After Jin would be Buxiang's brother, Kongjia. Kongjia |pi gao
would be fond of 'gui shen' (ghosts and gods) and indulged

himself lasciviously. Xia-hou-shi virtues declined, and Di Fa
vassals challenged the statelet. Kongjia's son would be Gao,
Gao's son would be Fa, and Fa's son would be Liigui (Jie). Di Liigui (Jie)

The above historical events pointed to the eastern Henan Prov and western
Shandong Prov, traditional land of the Dong-yi people, as the theater of
struggles between the Xia people and Dong-yi people. Last Xia King Jie himself
was driven to Chao-hu Lake of Anhui Prov, to the southeast of Henan Prov.

After four hundreds of years, Xia Dynasty ended in 1766 BC in the hands of Jie
who was said to have mistreated his people. The person who overthrew Jie
would be called Shang-Tang, a tribal leader of the Yi people, whose ancestor
(Xie) had worked under Lord Yu in controlling the floods. Likewise, the ancestor
of later Qin Empire served in the same rank as Xie in fighting the floods and
hence was conferred the family name of 'Ying', with a water sign as part of the
character. Research shows that ancestors of both Shang and Qin dynasties
belonged to the same Yi tribal group. Jie once called upon Shang-Tang and
imprisoned him in Xiatai prison, located in Yangdi, Henan Prov. Jie then
released Shang-Tang. Shang-Tang rallied vassals and defeated Jie. Jie, with his
queen Meixi (a You-shi-shi woman), fled across the River to You-chao-hu Lake



in Anhui Prov.

The dynasty name of 'Xia' did not go away. There would ensue a short Hunnic
dynasty called Xia, lasting through AD 407-431. The Huns claimed that they
were the descendants of the Xiahou (namely, Xia descendants) people, and
Uygurs claimed descendancy from Chunwei, the son of last Xia lord. Sima Qian
mentioned that Jie was banished to Henan Province and died there years later.
Jie's son took over his father's dowager queen and fled northward to become the
ancestor of later Huns on the steppe. (Liu Qiyu pointed out that the Xia people,
similar to Huns and Turks, had adopted the ancient 'concubine inheritance
system', i.e., the successors of nobles or lords would take over their fathers'
concubines and wives instead of forcing those women to be buried with their
late husbands.) Still another dynasty would be the later Xixia Kingdom (i.e.,
Western Xia, AD 1032-1227) led by the Dangxiang (i.e., Tanguts). History
recorded that there evolved eight Qiangic tribes by the time of Five Dynasties
(AD 907-960), with one tribal group carrying the old Toba name. The Toba
Qiangic people claimed that the founder of Xia Dynasty (21-16th c. BC) came
from the Western Rong area, namely, the dwelling place of the Qiangs from the
time of Lords Yao-Shun-Yu. Danggxiang's Xia could also derive from the title of
Duke of Xiazhou Prefecture as conferred by Tang Dynasty's emperor.

Shang Dynasty

According to Sima Qian's Shi Ji, the ancestor of the Shang Shang Dynasty
people was named Xie, a son of Lord Diku. Legend said that | 16 . 11th cent BC
Xie was born after his mother, Jiandi (Yousong-shi woman,
a statelet located in Yuncheng of Shanxi Prov), swallowed Ch"ng-t'ang
an egg of a black bird (swallow). Lord Yao conferred Xie the (Tang)

post of 'si tu' and the last name of 'Zi'. Lord Shun conferred
Xie the land of Shang (later Shangluo County) for aiding Yu
in flood control. Fourteen generation descendant would be
Tang (Shang-Tang), also named 'Tian Yi' or 'Heavenly Yi'.
(During Xia and Shang dynasties, the lords were called
Wang or King, but named Di or modern sense overlord or
emperor posthumously. Since 'Heaven' was considerd a Di,
Shang-Tang was called 'Heavenly Yi'.) The character
'Tang(1)' means purging evils, literally speaking.

Wai Bing
Zhong Ren
T'ai-chia (Tai Jia)

Wu-ling (Ao Ding)




Shang-Tang was conferred the post of fang bo (i.e., leading
vassal Count) by Xia king. (Scholar Fu Sinian studied the
bronze inscriptions, i.e., jin wen, from Zhou times and
concluded that the ancient five rankings of duke, marquis,
count, viscount, and baron did not conform with bronze
inscriptions or classics such as Shang Shu or Shi Jing. Fu
Sinian stated that duke-gong, count-bo, viscount-zi, and
baron-nan were originally used within a royal family as
rankings; governmentally, 'bo' or count was the leader of a
conferred fief while 'hou' or marquis was for denoting the
vassal guarding border posts.) At Xia-Shang times, vassals
were designated by the character 'fang' (i.e., domain),
including Gui-fang (steppe nomads) in the north (? most
likely Shanxi Prov), Qiang-fang (Qiangic shephardS) in the
west, Ji-fang (Xia remnants) in southern Shanxi Prov, and
Ren-fang (human domain) on Shandong Peninsula in the
east. Ancient title for 'Count' might not be of same level as
that in Europe and should be higher than marquis in
Shang-Zhou times.

Shang-Tang first campaigned against Ge-bo (Count of Ge).
Shang-Tang obtained a minister called Yi Yin (Ah Heng or
Yi Zhi) after paying five visits to him. When last Xia
Dynasty King (Jie) was corrupt and lascivious, a vassal
called Kunwu-shi rebelled. Shang-tang first assembled
vassals and quelled Kunwu-shi rebellion, and then
campaigned against Xia King Jie in the name of 'shang di'
(i.e., Lord Highness). Shang-tang defeated Jie at the ruins
of You-song (Yuncheng, Shanxi Prov); Jie fled to Mingtiao
(ancient Puzhou prefecture) where he was defeated again
by Shang-Tang; Shang-Tang continued on to defeat Jie at
Sanchun (Dingtao or Jiyin of ancient Caozhou); and Jie fled
to You-cao or Caohu Lake of Anhui Prov in the southeast.
Ancient classics claimed that Shang-Tang had conducted
altogether 11 major campaigns before he took over the
overlordship of China. Scholar Luo Xianglin claimed that
Shang people had asserted control over the Xia people via

T'ai-k'ng (Tai
Geng)

Hsiao-chia (Xiao
Jia)

Yung-chi (Yong Ji)
T'ai-wu (Tai Wu)

Chung-ting
(Zhong Ding)

Wai-j'n (Wai Ren)

Tsien-chia (He
Dan Jia)

Tsu-yi (Zu Yi)
Tsu-hsin (Zu Xin)

Ch'iang-chia (Ao
Jia)

Tsu-ting (Zu Ding)

Nan-k'ng (Nan
Geng)

Hu-chia (Yang Jia)

P'an-k'ng (Pan
Geng)

Hsiao-hsin (Xiao




advanced weaponry: bows.

Shang Dynasty passed the power to brothers mostly. The
interesting thing about the overlords (Di4) of Shang
Dynasty would be their using the names of 10 Celetial
Stems for their given names, including jia, yi, bing, ding,
wu, ji, geng, xin, ren, gui.

When Shang-Tang died, his son, Taiding, already died.
Taiding's brother, Waibing, was selected. Three years later,
Waibing's brother, Zhongren, was enthroned. 4 years later,
Yi Yin selected Taiding's son, Taijia, as the 'Di' (overlord).
During the third year of Taijia's rule, Yi Yin exiled the lord
outside of the capital and took over reign as 'Shang Regent-
Protector' for three years. After Taijia repented over his
deeds, Yi Yin welcomed the Shang king back to the capital.
Yi Yin wrote three sections of 'Taijia Mottos' to praise
Taijia's virtues. Yi Yin named Taijia's imperial title as 'Tai
Zong' (i.e., grand ancestor). Yi Yin died during the reign of
Aoding (Taijia's son), and Shang Dynasty buried Yi Yin at
'Bo' the capital, using the lord rituals.

Xin)
Hsiao-yi (Xiao Yi)

Wu-ting (Wu
Ding)

Tsu-k'ng (Zu
Geng)

Tsu-chia (Zu Jia)
Lin-hsin (Lin Xin)

K'ang-tin (Geng
Ding)

Wu-yi (Wu Yi)

W'n-wu-ting (Tai
Ding)

Ti-yi (Vi Li))

Di Xin (Xin)

Alternative records, including Zhu Shu Ji Nian [Bamboo Annals], claimed that
Taijia killed Yi Yin; however, excavations from Shang Ruins had exhibited a high
respect for Yi Yin in the burial. Scholar Li Xueqin, in his dissertaion on "Zhu
Shu Ji Nan and Xia Dynasty", claimed that Bamboo Annals was biased in
descriptions of usurpations & tyrants and might have fabricated historical
events to serve the purpose of billegerant Warring States time period, with anti-
history stories like Yi Yin's adultery with last Xia Lord Jie's queen Mei-xi or like
Yi Yin's exiling Shang King Taijia for 7 years and subsequent Taijia's execution
of Yi Yin as revenge. Li Xueqin stated that Shang oracle bones had high




compliments for Yi Yin and Bamboo Annals was deliberately mutating history to
serve the purpose of usurpation. Hence, Bamboo Annals' accounts of Xia King
Qi's killing Yi or the usurpations of Shun vs Yao & Yu vs Shun should be
questioned for its authenticity.

After Aoding will be brother Taigeng. Taigeng's son will be Xiaojia. Xiaojia's
brother is Yongji. Vassals refused to pay respect to Yongji. Yongji's brother is
Taiwu. Taiwu used Yi Yin's son, Yi She, as prime minister. Shang prestige
improved, and vassals came to pay respect again. Taiwu was given imperial title
as 'Zhong Zong' (i.e., middle ancestor).

Taiwu's son would be Zhongding. Zhongding relocated the capital to Ao
(Aocang, Henan Prov). Brother Hedanjia was his prime minister. Zuyi (son of
brother Hedanjia) moved to Geng (Gengxiang, Pishi-xian County, Henan Prov).
After Lord Zhongding died, brother Wairen was enthroned. After Wairen would
be brother Hedanjia. At the time of Lord Hedanjia, Shang Dynasty declined in
prestige again. After Hedanjia would be son Zuyi. At the time of Lord Zuyi,
Shang Dynasty rose in prestige. After Zuyi would be his son Zuxin. After Zuxin
would be brother Aojia. After Aojia would be the son of brother Zuxin, i.e.,
Zuding. After Zuding would be son of brother Aojia, i.e., Nangeng. After
Nangeng would be son of brother Zuding, i.e., Yangjia. At the time of Lord
Yangjia, Shang Dynasty declined in prestige once again. Historians commented
that Shang declined ever since Lord Zhongding due to the frequent deposing
and usurpation of lords among brothers and nephews.

After Yangjia would be brother Pan'geng. Pan'geng crossed the Yellow River to
the south and relocated the capital back to Bo (Yanshi, Henan), Shang-Tang's
old city. Shang people had relocated their capital five times by then. The Shang
Dynasty (1765 BC - 1134 BC) ruled parts of northern and central China. Shang
people had altogether relocated their capital eight times, possibly related to the
Yellow River flooding. (Cai Dongfan stated that the Yellow River was first
worked on by Lord Yu and eight hundred years after, the Shang people began to
experience the flooding again.) The dynasty moved its capitals in history, to
modern Loyang, modern Zhengzhou, and finally to Anyang (called Yin at the
time) under Pan'geng the 20th king. During the times of Shang-Tang, its capital
city was located at Bo, today's Shangqiu, Henan Province. (Bo was the place
where Diku, the father of Xie, had dwelled as the capital.)



After Pangeng would be brother Xiaoxin. At the time of Lord Xiaoxin, Shang
Dynasty declined in prestige. After Xiaoxin would be brother Xiaoyi.

After Xiaoyi would be son Wuding (1324-1265 BC ?). Wuding was eager to look
for saints to manage the country; Wuding did not talk much for three years;
and Wuding located a saint by the name of Fu Sui in the wilderness and made
him a prime minister. Shang prestige rose again. Wuding was entitled '‘Gao Zong'
(i.e., highest ancestor). Wuding's wife would be the famous female warrior of
China, Fu Hao, who had led a campaign against ancient Gui-fang (ghost
domain) barbarians in the north (either on the northern steppe or still in
Shanxi Prov. Fuhao, to campaign in the north, must have passed through Ji-
fang, i.e., southern Shanxi Prov where Xia remnants dwelled.) Fu Hao was
authenticated by the tomb excavation which was a result of a determination
and a perception of a female archaeologist that something deep under Shang
Ruins must be lying. That turns out to be Fu Hao's tomb. Good websites about
her would be:

http://www.span.com.au/100women/12.html
http://www.ayyx.com/e-fhm.htm

Interesting about her tomb would be bronze utensils made in Sichuan Province
in the west. It shows the kind of close relations Shang people had with peoples
in the perimeter. Also noted by Scholar Zhan Quanyou (The Culture of Nan-zhao
& Da-li Statelets, 2002 edition, Sichuan People's Press, Chengdu, Sichuan) would
be the fact that ancient Yunnan Prov people could be the sole supplier of tin for
the bronze of Shang Dynasty and succeeding dynasties. We simply could not
discount the ancient people's knowledge and contacts with each other. (In the
section on China & America, we provided scholarly research into the possibility
that Shang people might have migrated towards American continents after their
defeat in the hands of Zhou Dynasty.)

After Wuding would be son Zugeng. After Zugeng would be brother Zujia. Zujia
was lascivious and Shang declined again. After Zujia would be son Linxin. After
Linxin would be brother Gengding. After Gengding would be son Wuyi. Wuyi
relocated the capital to the north of the Yellow River; Lord Wuyi was despotic;
and Wuyi, while hunting between Yellow River and Wei-shui River, was stricken
and killed by lightening for his disdain of the Heaven. After Wuyi would be son
Taiding. After Taiding would be son Yili. At the times of Yili, Shang declined.



Yili's elder son was called Wei-zi (Qi2) who was not conferred the crown prince
status because Wei-zi's mother was not of noble background. (Ancient classics,
Suo Ying, claimed that the title of Wei[1] for Wei-zi was the conferred land of
Wei[1] for the elder prince.) Junior son of Yili would be Xin, i.e., Lord Zhou4
(Zhouwang).

Cheng-Tang Revolution

Shang-Tang claimed that Lord Highness (Heaven) instructed him to campaign
against Xia Lord Jie because of Jie's corruption, lasciviousness and cruelty.
Later, Confucius would term it 'Cheng-Tang Revolution' or 'Shang-Tang
Revolution', a word that would be used by Dr. Sun Yat-sen in his efforts at
overthrowing Manchu rule. With the advice of Yi Yin, Shang-Tang successfully
defeated Xia Dynasty and banished the last king of Xia, Jie, to today's Anhui
Province. Jie's son would later flee to the northern plains to become ancestors
of the Huns. Yi Yin would later live to the age of 100 years and he became
mainly responsible for advising four Shang kings.

Pangeng the 20th king moved the capital to Anyang (called Yin at the time).
After another eleven kings would come King Zhouwang of Shang Dynasty who
finally lost his kingdom to the Zhou people, a tribe from the west, who dwelled
in today's Shaanxi or Shenxi Province. The Shang people, unlike earlier Xia
people, would be of the origin as the Eastern Yi people. The later Zhou people
were said to have migrated to the west of China from the east as well. Qin's
ancestor could be traced to Bo Yi under Lord Shun, and Bo Yi assisted Lord Yu
in mastering the floods. Shang, Zhou and Qin peoples are all said to be from the
east against the Xia people in the west. The last Shang ruler, King Zhouwang,
would be a despotic ruler. He killed one marquis (Jiu Hou) and Jiu Hou's
daughter because the queen (Jiu Hou's daughter) was not lewd. Another
marquis (Er Hou) was killed when he tried to protect Jiu Hou. Count Xibo (i.e.,
Ji Chang) sighed about the killings, and hence was imprisoned by Shang King
Zhouwang. Shang King Zhouwang would kill Xibo's elder son, Boyikao, and
made a dish out of Boyikao's flesh for Xibo to eat. Shang King Zhouwang
laughed when Xibo ate it without knowing that it was his son's flesh. Xibo was
set free only after Xibo's minister bribed Shang King Zhouwang by presenting a
beauty.



Mandate Of Heaven

Prince Bigan, son of last Shang Lord Zhouwang, would be deposed for trying to
admonish Zhouwang into correcting his deeds. When Count Xibo invaded two
Shang vassals called the Qiguo Statelet and Mixu Statelet, Zu Yi, a Shang
minister, expressed the worry that the 'Mandate Of Heaven' might change.
Zhouwang rebutted Zu Yi, saying that the 'Mandate Of Heaven' was with him
the minute he was born. After Xibo (Zhou King Wenwang) passed away, Zhou
King Wuwang would rally eight hundred Shang vassals on the bank of the
Yellow River, Mengjin. The vassals said to Wuwang, "Shang Lord Zhouwang could
be campaigned against by now." Wuwang said, "You guys did not know the
'Mandate Of Heaven' yet."

Shang Lord Zhouwang's brother, Wei-zi, would flee the capital. Zhouwang's son,
Prince Bigan, seeing the departure of Wei-zi, would try to pursuade Zhouwang
again, but was ordered killed by Zhouwang to see whether Bigan's heart had 9
compartments as the saints were said to possess. Zhouwang's uncle, Prince Ji-zi,
would pretend to have gone mentally ill, but he was still imprisoned by King
Zhouwang. When Shang's chief music ministers, Tai Shi and Shao Shi, fled to
Zhou with Shang's ritual instruments, Wuwang said it was time to campaign
against Shang Lord Zhouwang. After losing the Battle of Muye, Shang Lord
Zhouwang would commit suicide by setting his palace (Lutai, i.e., deer
platform) on fire and jumping into fire at the time Wuwang of Zhou invaded
Shang capital, Chaoge. Some historians disputed the records about the wars
between Shang and Zhou since the dead and defeated would have no chance to
let their side of the story be heard. Zhouwang's stories of tyranny and
lasciviousness, together with his queen (Da Ji), would be the target of criticism
in a popular mythic novel, Feng Shen Bang (List of Conferred Gods). His wife,
together with the wife of last Xia Lord Jie in the past and the wife of King
Youwang of Western Zhou Dynasty in the future, would be condemned as the
"female disater water" that is ironically the immortal topic of all decadent
dynasties in China's history.

Wei Chu-Hsien rephrased the Shang-Zhou story as follows: Last Shang Lord King
Zhouwang campaigned against 'Ren-fang-guo' statelet on Shandong Peninsula.
After defeating Ren-fang-quo, Zhouwang led a few soldiers back to the capital
of Chaoge for lunar new year celebration. Upon hearing of Zhouwang's return



with a light force, Zhou Lord Wuwang marched towards Shang capital within six
days and nights and encountered Zhouwang at the outskirts of Muye where
Zhou army defeated Shang's drunken soldiers. Shang King Zhouwang committed
suicide. Zhou Lord Wuwang made Shang Prince Lufu inherit the Shang heritage
and then went back to the west. After Wuwang died, Zhou Duke Zhougong
assumed the post of a regent for Zhou King Chengwang. In old Shang capital
area, Shang Prince Lufu died. Shang Prince Lufu's son, Prince Wugeng,
conspired with the brothers of Zhou Wuwang in rebelling against Zhou Regent
Zhougong. Zhougong defeated the rebellion and furthermore campaigned
against Shang remnants who were left by Shang Lord Zhouwang on Shandong
Peninsula's Ren-fang-guo statelet. Shang remnants hence fled towards two
directions, one branch to Taiwan Island and the other branch to North America
via the Bering Straits. Those Shang people who arrived in North America
stationed two chieftans on the east and west sides of the Bering Straits and
conferred onto the two chieftans the titles of east-sea and north-sea kings. The
east-sea and north-sea kings would become the gods in revised book "Shan Hai
Jing".

Scholar Luo Xianglin claimed that Zhou people had asserted control over the
Shang people via advanced weaponry of chariots.

Shang & Zhou Relations

Often neglected would be the oracle or divination inscriptions on bronze
utensils left by Zhou people at Mt Qishan. During the earlier reign of Shang
Lord Aoding, Zhou people were often campaigned against by Shang Dynasty.
But later on, Zhou began to submitt to Shang and assist Shang in numerous
campaigns against barbarians in Shanxi Prov. Xu Zhuoyun cited Chen Mengjia's
research in pointing out that Zhou Taiwang, during Shang Lord Wuyi's reign,
relocated to Mt Qishan under the pressure of Doggy Rong; that Zhou lord Jili,
during the 34th year reign of Shang King Wuyi, paid pilgrimage to Shang court;
that Jili defeated Xiluo-Gui-rong barbarians and captured 20 Di[2] kings the
next year on behalf of Shang court but Shang King Wuyi was killed by a
lightening around the Wei-shui River; that Jili campaigned against Yanjing-rong
but got defeated during the 2nd year reign of Shang King Taiding; that Jili, two
years thereafter, defeated Yuwu-rong and received conferral as 'mu shi'
(shephard chancellor) from Shang King; that Jili first campaigned against
Shihu-rong during the 7th year reign of Shang King Taiding and against Yitu-
rong during the 11th year reign; that Jili was killed by Shang King Wending



(Taiding) thereafter; and that Zhou people began to attack Shang Dynasty
during the 2nd year reign of Shang King Di-yi (Yili). Xu Zhuoyun speculated
that Shang King most likely died in the hands of Zhou people rathern than a
lightening in a similar coverup as later Zhou King Zhaowang's death on the
Huai-shui River as a complication of conflict with southern barbarians. However,
Shang-Zhou relationship had improved since Jili's successor, i.e., Zhou King
Wenwang, had again married with Shang princess. Both the mother and the
wife of Zhou King Wenwang, per scholar Fu Sinian, were princesses of Shang
royal house. Zhou people were conferred the title of Xi Bo' (Count of the West)
by Shang Dynasty King Zhouwang as a buffer state against the Western nomads.

Zhou King Wuwang's alliance against Shang pointed to the fact that Zhou
people, by the timeframe of 1122 BC?, had basically surrounded the Shang
people from north, west and south. Having belief and confidence in ancient
Chinese interpretation of classics, I will list the following quote to corroborate
the fact that Shang was already surrounded by Zhou people before its demise:
Generalissimo Cao Cao of Latter Han Dynasty, when advised to usurp Han after
murdering two Han empresses consecutively, stated that Zhou King Wenwang
had refrained from taking over Shang even though Zhou had already acquired
majority land and fiefs of Shang Dynasty.

Duke Song Wei-zi

King Wuwang of Zhou would initially allow Shang King Zhouwang's son,
Wugeng, to stay on in the capital to continue Shang's family heredity. (Wei
Juxian stated that Wugeng was the son of Shang Prince Lufu.) After the death
of Zhou King Wuwang, Archduke Zhou assumed regency for the young nephew
king. In the old Shang capital, Wugeng conspired with Zhou King Wuwang's
brothers in a coup and hence got excecuted by Archduke Zhou. Archduke Zhou
hence selected the elder brother of Zhouwang, Wei-zi, to inheritate the Shang
family line in the land of Song as a duke (‘Shang Gong', namely, highest
ranking duke). After the death of Duke Song Wei-zi, Wei-zi's brother, Weizhong,
inheritated the dukedom. Weizhong would be the ancestor of Confucius (i.e.,
the fourteenth grandfather of Confucius).

King Bo 0f The Rong People

One more legacy of the Shang people would be a group of people in Gansu-
Shenxi areas. Qin Lord Wengong would defeat the Rong and gave the land east
of Qishan back to Zhou court. Another group of Rong people defeated by Qin



Lord Ninggong would be ruled by 'King Bo'. This would be a Xirong lord by the
title of 'Bo' in a place called 'Dang(4) She' where the character 'dang' was said to
be a mutation of the Shang Dynasty founder, 'Shang-Tang'. Ancient classics said
that this group of people claimed heritage from Shang-Tang and used the
ancient Shang capital name 'Bo' for the title of their king. Ancient scholar Xu
Guang claimed that 'Dang' should be pronounced as 'Tang' for Shang founder,
while 'She' was meant for Du-xian county.

Qin Lord Ninggong (r. BC 715-704) would defeat King Bo and drove King Bo
towards the Rong people during the 3rd year reign, i.e., in 713 BC. Ninggong
conquered King Bo's Dang-shi clan during the 12th year reign, i.e., 704 BC.
Ninggong died this year and was buried on Mount Xishan, i.e., Qinlingshan of
Chencang.

The compositions of the Rong is complicated. We had touched upon the
categories of Western Rong, Doggy Rong, and Rongdi Rong in the Hun section.
In light of King Bo, we could say that some descendants or affiliates of Shang
would be related to the King Bo's Rong people. (Huangfu Mi of Jinn Dynasty
had doubts about King Bo's ancestry in Shang-Tang. Huangfu Mi of Jinn
Dynasty treated King Bo as a branch of Xi-yi' or Western Yi aliens.)

Shang Civilization Map linked from
Shang China had been known to later http://www.friesian.com/
Chinese due to the discovery of the

‘oracle bones'. It is widely believed that

the Shang Chinese had used the similar 2 j
materials, bamboos, for writings and
recordings. Unfortunately, those
perishable materials did not last long.
(Recent excations show that some kind
of paper, made of straws and tree
coating, was already in use during the
Warring States time period, pointing to
the possibility that ancient Chinese did
not necessarily use bamboos, only, for
their writings.)




The tombs excavated would provide an
excellent picture of the life and society
of Shang China. Human funeral objects
point to a very differentiated society,
the bronze utensils a high degree of
metallergy, and the bows an art of war
quite sophisticated. The Shang Chinese
bows would come to be known as the
‘Turkish bows' in the west. In the
prehistory.htm section, we mentioned
that 'Yi' designation means the Eastern
Yi barbarian people who carried the
bows.

Shang Chinese had already begun an expansion towards the perimeters of
China. They designated four rulers in different directions, with the ancestor of
the later Zhou Chinese being conferred the title of 'Xi Bo', i.e., Count of the
West. The interpretations of various oracle bones, used as diviners, pointed to
reverance for ancestors, prediction of harvest and hunting, and more
importantly, the prediction as to success of wars to be launched. The Shang
army would be probably the only army allowed on the domain to protect it from
barbarians. Charles Hucker, in "China's Imperial Past", mentioned that Shang
might have altogether 25 fiefs or statelets under its direct control. The number
of fiefs or statelets certainly did not count the vassals as far as Sichuan Prov
etc. Zhou King Wuwang, during his campaigns against Zhou, had at one time
rallied Shang's 800 vassals. The Shang ruler, as commander-in-chief, led this
army in campaigns against northern barbarians as well as against those aliens in
the Yangtze River area.

Shang Chinese apparently had much sophisticated knowledge about
remote lands. Scholar Wei Juxian [Wei Chu-Hsien] analyzed the character 'long'
for dragon and derived a conclusion that it was originally in the form of 'king
snake' which the ancient Indian circus people brought over to Shang China. Wei
Chu-Hsien also analyzed the character for phoenix to derive a conclusion that
ancient Indonesians had brought ‘jile-niao' peacock kind of red bird to China.
Wei Chu-Hsien stated that Shang Chinese, on basis of oracle words "feng



(phoenix people) lu (surrender) bai (hundred)", had at one time received
hundreds of turtles from ancient Indonesians and Malasians as tributaries and
later used the turtle shell for inscribing oracle characters. Some experts did pick
up Wei Juxian's hint and researched into the origin of the turtle shell to derive
a conclusion that it might have come from Southeast Asia.

Shang has a very advanced agriculture, with millet, wheat, and barley being the
primary crops grown. In addition to the crops, silkworms, pigs, dogs, sheep, and
oxen were raised. Shang dynasty was also advanced in metallurgy: bronze,
weapons, and tools. Artistic pottery was also excavated from Shang tombs. The
Shang dyansty, like previous Xia Dynasty, was an aristocrastic society, with a
king ruling over the nobility who were responsible for providing military
personnel in times of war as well as tributes for supporting the royal family.
Underneath the aristocratic class would the priest class in charge of religion
(ancestor worship and worship of gods). Further below would be the free
civilians (denoted the Guoren, the city people, in later Zhou dynasty) and the
slaves who frequently found themselves buried alive with the dead kings and
aristocrats.

In Chinese legends, there were 'Three Huang' and 'Five Di' as overlords. While
'Three Huang' or 'San Huang' are more legendary and mythical figures, the 'Five
Di' or 'Wu Di' would be more real time figures. Shang China's ancestor worship
and worship of gods cannot be disconnected from those legendary figures. 'San
Huang' would be Fuxi, Yandi (Fiery Lord) and Huangdi (Yellow Overlord).
Another saying would be 'Heaven Huang', 'Land Huang', and 'Human Huang' or
‘Taishan Mountain Huang'. The Three Huangs denotation was embodying the
ancient Chinese religious ideas and it could be compared to the trinity in
Chritianity. Concretely speaking, the relationship between heaven, land and
human beings would be the eternal topics of ancient Chinese. The impact could
be seen in early dynasties, like Shang, which upheld polytheism and semi-
human gods like the ancient Greeks. Conventional history would make a
distinction between the polytheism reverance of the Shang people and the
Heaven reverance of the Zhou people. This distinction could also be seen in
Confucius' saying that Shang people revered and embraced 'gui shen', i.e., 'qui'
for ghosts or spirits and 'shen' for gods and lords, while Zhou people revered
them but kept a distance from 'gui shen'. Confucius' saying had played a
significant role in shaping the mundane nature of Chinese society.




Shang Dynasty's Totem - Bird

One important thing about the Shang people is their totem, a bird called Xuan',
interpreted as either swallow or phoenix. (Guo Moruo claimed that 'xuan-niao'
was phoenix.) Note that the literal meaning of 'xuan' is black, leading to
orion.it.luc.edu/~cwinter/blshang2.htm by Clyde Winters who vehemently
advocated the school of thought that Shang Chinese were of Negroid origin. The
totem bird's color had nothing to do with race or color of skin/hair.

Shang Dynasty people, like the people under ancient Fuxi the 0x Tamer,
belonged to the Vi tribal group. Fuxi, aka Tai-hao-shi, was said to be the
ancestor of phoenix tribe. "Zuo Zhuan" repeatedly stated that Tai-hao-shi,
whose ruins ware at later Chen-guo fief, had such family names as 'Ren4' and
'Su4' around the domain of Henan-Shandong provinces. Shandong Province,
however, could also be the birth-place of Huangdi (Yellow Lord). Shao-hao-shi
(junior 'Hao' clan), said to be offsprings of earlier Tai-hao-shi (senior 'Hao' clan),
had included various bird-totem sub-clans such as Feng-niao-shi (phoenix),
Xuan-niao-shi (black bird), Qing-niao-shi (green bird), Zhu-jiu-shi, and Shuang-
jiu-shi etc. Scholar Wang Zhonghan pointed out that i) Tai-hao-shi and Shao-
hao-shi, dwelling around Mt Taishan and the coast, might have absorbed
elements from Huangdi tribe of the Yellow River line; and ii) that the character
'Yi' had appeared as Shi-fang statelet in Shang Dynasty's oracle bones; and iii)
that by late Spring & Autumn time period, numerous Eastern Yi groups still
existed in Shangdong-Jiangsu provinces and around Huai-shui River.

Among above-mentioned bird totem people, Xuan-niao-shi meant for the Shang
people. According to "Guo Yii" and "Mencius", the Shang people took pride in
Lord Shun being their ancestor. In the land of the east, close to 8-9 groups of
'Yi' people were recorded in ancient times, invariably endorsing 'bird' as their
totems. The totem names would be in various colors, like white bird, yellow bird
and etc. As pointed out by scholar Zhang Fan in his article, "Research Into
Shang Totems and Confucius Ancestry", Lord Yu, per "Mo-zi", had spread
teachings to nine Yi people in the east. Section on Dong-yi of "Hou Han Shu" by
Ban Gu stated that Yi people included subgroups like Quan-yi [doggy Yi], Yu-yi,
Fang-yi, Huang-yi [yellow Yi], Chi-yi [red Yi], Bai-yi [white Yi], Xuan-yi [black
Yi], Feng-yi [phoenix Yi], Zi-yi, and Yang-yi [sun Yi] etc, hence incorporating Yi
on an inclusive scale. ("Bamboo Annals" included additional Huai-yi [Huai-shui
River Yi] and Lan-yi [blue Yi]; and "Yu Gong" of "Shang Shu" mentioned Lai-yi
[Laizhou prefecture Yi].) Zhang Fan cited another scholar's research in stating



that the colors of yellow, white and red etc were designations of the clothing of
the Yi people, only.

Shang's totem would be a topic during Zhou's succession of Shang as the
sentence "Phoenix Singing In Mount Qishan (Zhou's homeland)" goes, meaning
the power totem would change hands. (Today's dragon dancing, as seen in
Chinatowns during the spring festivals, is a much later phenomenon. It would
be Han Fei the legalist who described to Qin's First Emperor Shihuangdi the kind
of prickly skin a dragon had. Han's first emperor Liu Bang would be said to be
an incarnation of a red dragon who cut a white snake into two halves while he
was on the road of taking refuge after he set free convicts of the Qin Empire.
Complicating the matter of the dragon reverance would be the fact that early
Huns called their city of pilgrimage ‘long cheng', i.e., dragon city, and they had
an annual gathering for revering dragons. Should we say the Huns were true
descendants of dragon?)

Chinese Ethnicity

Often misinterpreted would be two words in "Shi Ji": 'Qian Shou' and 'Li Min'.
'Qian Shou' means dark head. 'Qian' would be used as an alias for Guizhou
Province in the south, and it means dark or black. 'Li Min' or 'Limin' means the
people whose face had turned darkish and became brown. Both terms were used
for designating the lower level people. I noticed one or two claims (including
Clyde Winters) on the internet saying that the Chinese people being ruled were
of Negroid origin and that the 'Li Min' term validated this fact. (Clyde Winters
cited a late Chinese scholar called Kwang-chi Chang, i.e. Guangzhi Zhang, in
supporting his claim. I read through Zhang's article on early dynasties and
noticed only one definite statement in regards to 'dwarfs' or pygmy people who
had at one time shown their presence on the Chinese continent.) Clyde Winters
claim is fallacious the same way as those who claimed that the rulers of China,
Zhou or Qin, were of Caucasoid origin and they ruled the Mongoloid people. I
deem both sayings as fallacious.

My interpretations would be based on the following quotes and citations. "Shi
Ji" recorded that Qin's second emperor (Huhai) had once rebutted Li Shi's
loyalty by citing Lord Yu's hardwork on behalf of Lord Shun. Huhai said that
Lord Yu had spent years travelling around the country for sake of flood control
and that Lord Yu's face had turned i hei', that is, the kind of brownish
darkness. Also on record would be Li Shi's self account by calling himself a



'gian shou' or 'gianshou!, i.e., a civilian. "Haan Fei Zi" said that the working
people possessed hardened palms and 'li' face as a result of hard work and that
they should be ascribed big contributions to the society. Later records in 4-5th
century continued to use the word 'li' or 'zheng li' (steaming or sweating li
people) for designating the masses. (The character 'zheng', per Chinese
dictionary, means a huge number, but I would rather interprete it on basis of its
original meaning, i.e., steam. This character was also used for the relationship
between a man or emperor and his father's comcubine.)

To dispel 'hair' extrapolation, I will give two good examples to show that
Qin/Zhou Chinese were not color-blind people. The blackness, coined in 'Qian
Shou' and 'Li Min', was related to the skin, not the hair. When Qin Mugong
repented over his mistake in invading Zheng Principality which had led to the
ambush disaster at the Battle of Xiao'er, he used the characters 'huang fa fan
fan' (white hair turning yellowish) to describe the high age of his two
counsellors, Jian Shu and Baili Xi. Both old men, 80-90 years old, had objected
to Mugong's war against Zheng in the first place. The second example would be
the reference to Daoist founder, Lao-zi, as Huang Lao. Lao-zi was recorded to
have grown yellow beard and he was called Huang Lao or the Yellow Elderly.
This shows that ancient Chinese did know the difference between 'huang'
(vellow) and black. The universal feature of black' hair was not something that
would have deserved a special coding in the terms of 'Qian Shou' and 'Li Min'.
'Qian Shou' and 'Li Min' meant nothing other than brownish dark skin as a
result of sunlight exposure, not hair !!!

Then, what was ancient Chinese hair color after all? A dumb question. Today's
Chinese are direct descendants of ancient Chinese. To dispell any speculation, I
will list the following sentence as a proof that ancient Chinese took pride in
hair's density and blackness as beauty and health: In classics "Zuo Zhuan",
during the 28th year reign of Lu Lord Zhaogong, a statement was made to infer
that in the old times, a You-reng-shi woman bored a beautiful daughter, with
'zhen[3] hei[1]' (i.e., dense and black) hair.



/HOU DYNASTY

The people of Zhou Dynasty lived in an area that was considered to be the
dwelling place of the Xirong & Rongdi, somewhere in western Shaanxi Prov, near
Gansu border. In another sense, the original Chinese 3000 years ago could not
be much different from the Xirong & Rongdi at all. While ancient Chinese were
considered sedentary with fixing places like cities and castles, the Xirong &
Rongdi barbarians remained nomadic, constantly on the move. In both Shenxi
(Shaanxi) and Shanxi Province, records had shown that the Xirong & Rongdi
barbarians and the ancient Chinese co-habitated in an interspersing way.
Charles Hucker, in "China's Imperial Past", made a speculation about the
distinction between the sedentary and nomadic ways of life in China's northern
areas, around the Yellow River line, at the time of early history: That is, the two
ways of life had existed among both the Xia-ren or Chinese and the nomadic
peoples; both groups of peoples had partial agriculture and partial husbandry in
the area; it was due to the Xia Chinese building up walled states that led to the
polarization of the two ways of life.

The Zhou people, counted as a vassal of the Shang Chinese, were living among
the barbaric west. According to Shi Ji, Zhou'a ancestor could be traced to Houji,
the Chinese god or father of agriculture. Houji, like Shang ancestor Xie, was the
son of ancient overlord Diku. Houji's mother was named Jiang Yuan, a You-tai-
shi (Fufeng and Wugong, Shenxi Prov) woman, carrying Fiery Lord tribal name.
(Later statelets of Qi, Shen, Xu and Lii all belonged to the Jiang family. Zhou
people, said to be descendants of Xia people, had intermarriage with Jiang-
surname Qiangic Fiery Lord tribe, which would be a prevalent way of Ji-Jiang
marriage among early Chinese.) Legend said that Houji was born after his
mother stepped onto the footprints of a giant and that Houji, being deserted to
the moutains and lakes by his mother, was taken care of by beasts and birds.
Both Lord Yao and Lord Shun used Houji as the master of agriculture. Lord Yao
conferred Houji the last name of 'Ji', meaning origin. Confucius had commented
on the story of You-ji-shi clan. After Xia King Taikang lost his throne, Houji's
son (Buzhu) left for Rong & Di land with the abandonment of the agriculture
post by Xia Dynasty . Another two generations will be Gongliu who renewed



agriculture in Rong & Di land. This renewal would be a basis for a claim that
Zhou people had consecutively changed their mode of life. Gongliu's son
(Qingjie) set up a statelet in a place called 'Bin', in today's western Shenxi
Province, a place belonging to Xirong. ('Bin' was disputed by some scholars to be
still in Shanxi Prov rather than Shenxi Prov.) Another eight generations or
three hundred years would be Zhou's founder, Gugong (aka Tanfu). Gugong,
being attacked by Rong & Di and Xunyu barbarians, would relocate to Qishan.
The people of 'Bin' followed him to Qishan. Gugong abolished Rong & Di
customs, built city in a plain called Zhou-yuan under the foot of Qishan, and
devised five posts of si tu, si ma, si kong, si shi, & si kou per Shang Dynasty
system. (Some scholars disputed the five posts since bronze inscriptions did not
add up to the five counts.) Gugong declared their statelet 'Zhou'. Gugong is also
known as 'Zhou King Taiwang' (grand king) posthumously. Gugong's elder son,
'Tai Bo', went to Zhejiang's Yantze Delta (Meili Village, Wuxi County, Changzhou,
Jiangsu) for sake of launching own statelet. (Xu Zhuoyun speculated that Tai Bo
was deliberately dispatched to the Yangtze Delta as a tactics to circumvent and
attack the Shang Dynasty from both directions.) Tai Bo wanted to yield the
succession to his brother because the ancient mandate said that the son of Tai
Bo's brother (Ji Li) would be the future lord of Zhou people. Ji Li's mother was
called Tai-jiang, a Jiang surname woman of You-tai-shi clan. (Xu Zhuoyun cited
scholar Liu Qiyi's research of jin wen' or bronze inscriptions in stating that 12
kings of Western Zhou Dynasty had inter-married with Jiang-surname women
consecutively.) Ji Li's son, born by Zhi-ren-shi or Zhi-zhong-shi woman, would
be Ji Chang, i.e., Zhou King Wenwang or Count Xibo, who was said to have
possessed four nipples, and Zhou King Wenwang was recorded to be bird-nosed,
tiger-shouldered, and dragon-faced.

A mediocre sinologist error would be to claim that Zhou people originated from
the west or the Central Asia. The 'west' story could have derived from two
inputs: Zhou people's locality to the west of Xia and Shang people, and Zhou
King Wuwang's claim as people from the west. As we detailed below, when Zhou
Lord Wuwang campaigned against last Shang King Zhouwang, he eulogized his
alliance's bravery by calling his armies the "people from the west". (Zhou King
Wuwang's alliance also pointed to the fact that Zhou people, by the timeframe
of 1122 BC?, had basically surrounded the Shang people from north, west and
south.) Scholar Liu Qiyu, in anthology Hua Xia Civilization, tackled the issue of
'xi' or west. His validations pointed to the land of 'he qu' (i.e., the inflexion
point of the Yellow River Bends) as the 'land of the west', i.e, later land between



Qin and Jinn principalities.
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Liu Qiyu cited Guo Yu's statement in regards to You-yu-shi as proof that Yu clan
had deep connection with Xia people. The statement from Guo Yu could be
paraphrased like this: "In ancient times, Count Chong-bo Gun also reigned in
the land of You-yu-shi clan." Count Chong-bo Gun was the father of Lord Yu and
dwelled in southern or southwestern Shanxi Prov, i.e., the east bank of today's
East Yellow River Bend. You-yu-shi clan's locality, considered the second 'Xia
Ruins' in archaeology, would be in today's eastern Shenxi Prov, i.e., Hancheng
(west bank of the today's East Yellow River Bend) and Pucheng (west bank of
Luo-shui River). This shows that Xia people had in fact dwelled on both banks
of the Yellow River plus the inflexion point in northeastern Henan Prov. Today's
East Yellow River Bend was known as 'Xi-he' or western river because the Yellow
River did not flow horizontally into the sea via Shandong Prov but made a



eastern bend northward for exit into the sea via Hebei Prov. Liu Qiyu researched
into ancient classics Mu Shi (i.e., Oath of War at Muye) and concluded that Zhou
King Wuwang's reference to 'xi tu' would be the land to the west of later
Tongguan Pass of eastern Shenxi Prov.

Zhou People's Origin

Zhou ancestor Buzhu, i.e., Houji's son, left for Rong & Di land after Xia Dynasty
abandoned agriculture post. Some confusion existed as to the place Buzhu had
left for, either somewhere still in southwestern Shanxi Prov or somewhere
across the Yellow River in Shenxi Prov. Xu Zhuoyun, in Xi Zhou Shi (i.e., History
of Western Zhou Dynasty, 1973 edition, Lianjing Publishing House, Taipei,
Taiwan), stated that Zhou ancestors, per scholar Qian Mu 1931 dissertation,
migrated westward to Shenxi Prov from Shanxi Prov. Xu Zhuoyun cited Ban Gu's
Hou Han Shu in stating that Fen-yin area of southern Shanxi Prov, possessing a
temple in the name of Zhou ancestor Houji, should be Zhou people's original
habitation area. Xu Zhuoyun listed 16 sentences in Shang Dynasty's divination
and oracle records to prove that Shang people, at the reign of Shang Dynasty
King Aoding, had instructed subordinate tribes in campaiging against Zhou
people and speculated that Zhou ancestors must have lived around southern
Shanxi province, a place to the northeast of the inflexion point of the Yellow
River. Liu Qiyu pointed out that after the demise of Xia, whoever stayed in
Shanxi/Shenxi provinces continued to call themselves 'Xia' people. First Zhou
King Wenwang eulogized the eastward flow of Feng-shui River to Lord Yu's
accomplishment and numerous Zhou Dynasty records stated that they were
descendants of Xia Dynasty founder Lord Yu.

Shang & Zhou Relations

Often neglected would be the oracle or divination inscriptions on bronze
utensils left by Zhou people at Mt Qishan. During the earlier reign of Shang
King Aoding, Zhou people were often campaigned against by Shang Dynasty.
But later on, Zhou began to submitt to Shang and assist Shang in numerous
campaigns against barbarians in Shanxi Prov. Xu Zhuoyun cited Chen Mengjia's
research in pointing out that Zhou Taiwang, during Shang King Wuyi's reign,
relocated to Mt Qishan under the pressure of Doggy Rong; that Zhou Lord Ji Li
[Ji-li or Jili], during the 34th year reign of Shang King Wuyi, paid pilgrimage to
Shang court; that Jili defeated Xiluo-Gui-rong barbarians and captured 20 Di[2]
kings the next year on behalf of Shang court but Shang King Wuyi was killed by
a lightening around the Wei-shui River; that Jili campaigned against Yanjing-



rong barbarians but got defeated during the 2nd year reign of Shang King
Taiding; that Jili, two years thereafter, defeated Yuwu-rong barbarians and
received conferral as 'mu shi' (shephard chancellor) from Shang King; that Jili
first campaigned against Shihu-rong barbarians during the 7th year reign of
Shang King Taiding and against Yitu-rong barbarians during the 11th year
reign; that Jili was killed by Shang King Wending (Taiding) thereafter; and that
Zhou people began to attack Shang Dynasty during the 2nd year reign of Shang
King Di-yi (Yili). Xu Zhuoyun speculated that Shang King most likely died in
the hands of Zhou people rather than a lightening in a similar coverup as later
Zhou King Zhaowang's death on the Huai-shui River as a complication of
conflict with southern barbarians. However, Shang-Zhou relationship had
improved since Jili's successor, i.e., Zhou King Wenwang, had again married with
Shang princess. Both the mother and the wife of Zhou King Wenwang, per
scholar Fu Sinian, were princesses of Shang royal house. Zhou people were
conferred the title of Xi Bo' (Count of the West) by Shang Dynasty King
Zhouwang as a buffer state against the Western nomads.

Zhou's Feudal System

Charles Hucker had another point, namely, Zhou Dynasty's system is exactly the
same feudal system as the Medieval Europe, except for one distinction: Zhou's
feudal statelets shared a blood relationship with the Zhou king, either through
hereditary rights or inter-marriages. This assertion has its historical merits
because China's academics, under the influence of the so-called 'historical
materialism', treats the first Chinese Empire of Qin as the start of the feudal
society while anything preceding it as 'slave society'. Zhou's feudal system, in
fact, never fully died away, except for a short time period of the Qin Empire
during which time the 'Jun-Xian System' (namely the Commandary-County
System) was erected after Emperor Shihuangdi first united China under an
autocratic centralized rule. The end of Qin marked a restoration of various Zhou
statelets or dukedoms, and early Han Dynasty continued with the conferral of
Kings and Dukes. Emperors of later dynasties frequently played with the game
of upgrade and downgrade of the feudal titles between king and duke.

Zhou Kings As Moral, Political, Military & Familial Leaders:
Zhou King Wuwang's campaign against the Shang Dynasty in the 11th century
BC had been glorified by later historians and rulers. Charles Hucker treated the



success in capturing Chaoge (the Shang capital) as nothing other than a
looting. http://www.chinaknowledge.de/Literature/Diverse/encyclopedias.htm
also disputed Shang China's influence as extending nowhere beyong its capital
which we called by the name of '‘Shang Wastes' or 'Shang Ruins'. My opinion is
that we should treat ancient Chinese overlords as moral, political, military and
familial leaders; hence, both Shang and Zhou government had adopted a kind of
laissez fair' attitude in governing the domain and vassals. Zhou King Wuwang,
after his success in defeating Shang, went back to his home in western China.
Further, he allowed two of his brothers (Guan-shu and Cai-shu) to stay on in
Shang capital together with the Shang prince (Lufu). After King Wuwang's
death, his brother, Duke Zhou, would assume the post of a regent, and this led
to the rebellion of Shang people (under Shang Prince Wugeng) and the two
Zhou brothers. It would be Duke Zhou who would be responsible for quelling the
rebellion, and further Duke Zhou took measures to exert Zhou influence
throughout China proper, extending influences and rules via re-zoning of
vassalage and conferring of duke and marquis titles. For the first time, Duke
Zhou (Zhougong) laid out the blueprint of a relatively uniform society that will
continue on for one millennium. Xun-zi commented that Zhougong had re-
zoned the land into 71 vassals, with 53 carrying the Zhou surname of 'Ji(1)".

Early Zhou kings are the true commander-in-chief. They were in constant wars
with barbarians on behalf of the fiefs called 'quo’, namely, statelet or
principality. Charles Hucker noted that Zhou had 14 standing royal armies, with
6 stationed in Haojing, near today's Xi'an, and 8 armies stationed in the east.
Zhou King Zhaowang (r. 1052-1001 BC) was famous for repeated campaigns in
the Yangtze areas and died in his last action. Zhou King Muwang (r. 1001-946
BC) was a legendary figure famous for fightings in the west and maybe today's
Central Asia where he met and rondevous on Kunlun Mountain with so-called Xi
Wang Mu, namely, Queen Mother of the West, rumored by the western
historians, including Charles Hucker, to be Queen of Sheba. (The actual place for
Kunlun Mountains would be somewhere close to today's Jiuquan County, Gansu
Province. Mt Kunlun, extending for almost 2000 miles, from Kara-Kunlun
bordering Tibet in the west to Qilian Mountain in the east, was a source of
many Chinese myths and legends.) Later kings' campaigns were less effective.
King Liwang (r. 878 - 827 BC) led 14 armies against barbarians in the south but
failed to achieve any victory. King Xuanwang (r 827-782 BC) fought the
Jiangrong nomads in vain. King Youwang was killed by Quanrong and capital
Haojing was sacked.



Zigzags With Rong & Di Barbarians

In the hun.htm section, I had expounded the ethnic nature of various Rong-di
people, cleared the dispute in regards to the ethnicity of 'Rong' people, and
proven that Rong people, being mainly Sino-Tibetan speaking Qiangic people,
shared the same blood-line as Xia Chinese but differred in 'Culture' such as
cuisine, clothing, money and language. At times of Zhou Dynasty, pockets of
nomadic tribes and statelets still existed in the hearts of the Yellow River area
and on Shandong Peninsula, as in the case of Di Statelet, Chi Di Statelet & Sou
Man's Chang-di Statelet etc.

Count of West, Xibo, namely, Zhou Ancestor Ji Chang, once attacked the Doggy
Rongs (said to be same as Xianyun barbarian on the steppe). Dozen years later,
Zhou King Wuwang exiled the Rongs north of the Jing & Luo Rivers. The Rongs
were also called Huangfu at the time, a name to mean their 'erratic submission'.
200 years later, Zhou King Muwang attacked the Doggy Rongs and history
recorded that he captured four white wolves & four white deers (white deer and
white wolf being the titles of ministers of Rongdi barbarians) during his
campaign. The Huangfu (Doggy Rong) people then no longer sent in yearly gifts
and tributes. Zhou King Yiwang, the grandson of King Muwang (r. 1,001 - 946
BC), would be attacked by the Rongs. The great grandson, King Xuanwang
(reign 827 - 782), finally fought back against the Rongs. Shi Jing eulogized King
Xuanwang's reaching Taiyuan (original Taiyuan in southern Shanxi Prov, not the
appropriated one in the north), Shanxi Province. Thereafter, King Youwang
(reign 781-771) was killed by the Doggy Rongs at the foothill of Lishan
Mountain and capital Haojing was sacked. Rongs who stayed on at Lishan were
called Li-rong. The Rongs moved to live between the Jing & Wei Rivers. Lord Qin
Xianggong was conferred the old land of Zhou by Zhou King Pingwang (reign
770-720). Zhou King Pingwang encouraged the Qin Lord to drive out the Quan-
rongs.

65 years later, in the east, the Shan-rong or Mountain Rongs went across the
Yan Principality of Hebei Province to attack Qi Principality in today's Shandong
Province. 44 years later, the Mountain Rongs attacked Yan Principality. Around
664 BC, Yan-Qi joint armies destroyed the Mountain Rong Statelet as well as the
Guzhu Statelet. The story of 'old horses knew the way home' would be about the



joint army being lost after they penetrated deep into the Shanrong land. Hence,
Yan Statelet extended by 500 li to the northwest, in addition to the eastward 50
li which was given to Count Yan for his escorting Marquis Qi all the way into Qi
Statelet. During the 16th year of Zhou King Huiwang (reign 676-652), namely,
661 BC, the Chang Di barbarians who were located near today's Jinan City of
Shandong Province, under Sou Man, attacked the Wey and Xing principalities.
The Chang Di barbarians, hearing of Qi army's counter-attacks against Shanrong,
embarked on a pillage in central China by attacking Wey (spelled in same way
as http://www.chinaknowledge.de/Literature/Diverse/encyclopedias.htm for
sake of differentiation from former Wei eliminated by Jinn and later Wei that
was split from Jinn) and Xing statelets. The Chang Di barbarians killed Wey Lord
Yigong who was notorious for indulging in raising numerous birds called 'he'
(cranes), and they cut him into pieces. A Wey minister would later find Yigong's
liver to be intact, and hence he committed suicide by cutting apart his chest
and saving Yigong's liver inside of his body.

20 years later, the Rongdi barbarians attacked Zhou King Xiangwang (reign 651-
619) at the encouragement of Zhou Queen who was the daughter of Rongdi
ruler. Per section Qi Yu of Guo Yu, Qi Lord Huan'gong (r. 685-643 BC), who
proclaimed himself a 'hegemony lord' in 679 BC and destroyed the statelets of
Shan-rong and Guzhu in Manchuria in 664 BC, had campaigned against Bai-di
barbarians in the west in 651 BC (i.e., 9th year of Lu Lord Xigong). Qi
Huan'gong was recorded to have occupied 'da xia' (i.e., Grand Xia land) in
Shanxi Prov and might have crossed the river to subjugate 'xi yu' (i.e., western
Yu-shi clan's land) in Shenxi Prov. (Senior scholar Wei Juxian speculated that Qi
Huan'gong had at one time reached the Bering Straits where the ex-Shang
remnants had dwelled since Shang-Zhou transition time period and that it was
due to Qi Huan'gong's contacts with Shang remnants that American Indians or
Shang people paid a visit to China with tributes of humming birds that were
recorded in Song Principality's chronicles.) Jin (Jinn) Principality also helped
Zhou King by attacking the Rongs and then escorted the king back to his
throne 4 years after the king went into exile. Rong-di moved to live in a place
called Luhun, and they would later be forced to relocate elsewhere by Qin-Jinn
principalities. After the defeat in the hands of Jinn, the Rongs moved to the
land between the Xi-he (today's east segment of the Yellow River loop or bend)
and the Luo River, and two groups were known at the time, Chidi (Red Di) and
Baidi (White Di). (Note that Ancient West Yellow River Bend is the same as
today's East Yellow River Bend. Ancient Yellow River Bend did not equate to



today's inverse U-shaped course with the North Bend lying inside Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region, but the U-shaped Bend with South Bend in
southern Shanxi Prov and then a south-to-north turn in Hebei Province for exit
into the sea.) Baidi (White Di) dwelled in ancient Yanzhou (today's Yan'an),
Suizhou (today's Suide) and Yinzhou. Zuo Shi Chunjiu stated Jinn defeated Baidi
and remnants were know as Bai-bu-hu nomads later. Chidi (Red Di) dwelled in a
place called Lu(4), near today's Shangdang. Zuo Shi Chunjiu stated that Jinn
Principality destroyed the Lu(4) tribe of the Chidi, and the remnants were know
as Chi-she-hu nomads later. Details about barbarians were also covered at
prehistory section. [Here, I had deliberately spelled Jin(4) into Jinn for sake of
distinction from Jurchen Jin(1). Jin(4) is spelled Tsin in Wade-Giles.]

In 623 BC, i.e., during the 37th year reign, Qin Mugong, using You Yu as a
guide, campaigned against the Xirong nomads and conquered the Xirong
Statelet under their lord Chi Ban. Qin Lord Mugong conquered 12 Western Rong
tribes. Around this time, there were Mianzu-Quanrong-Di-Wanrong to the west
of Qin Principality, Yiqu-Dali-Wushi-Xuyan etc to the north of Qin Principality,
Linhu-Loufan to the north of Jin (Jinn) Principality, and Donghu-Shanrong to
the north of Yan Principality. (Mianzu could be pronounced Raozhu. Quanrong
was know as Kunrong or Hunrong or Hunyi. The character 'hun4' for Hunyi or
Hun-yi is the same as Hunnic King Hunye or Kunye and could mean the word of
mixing-up. Wan-rong dwelled in today's Tianshui, Gansu Prov. Yiqu was one of
the Xirong or Western rong stateles at ancient Qingzhou and Ningzhou. Dali-
rong dwelled in today's Fengxu County. Wushi was originally Zhou land, but it
was taken over by Rong. Qin King Huiwang took it back from Rong. Linhu was
later destroyed by General Li Mu. Loufan belonged to Yanmenguan Pass.)

One hundred year later, Lord Jinn Daogong made peace with Rongdi (who
attacked Zhou King Xiangwang earlier), and the Rongdi sent in gifts and
tributes to Jin (Jinn). Jin (Jinn) later split into three states of Haan(2), Zhao &
Wei. The two successive Jinn states which bordered the northern nomads, Wei &
Zhao, plus Qin and Yan, would be busy fighting the nomads for hundreds of
years, and they built separate walls to drive the nomads out. Another one
hundred years, Zhao Xiang-zi of Zhao Principality took over Bing and Dai areas
near Yanmenguan Pass. Zhao, together with Haan and Wei families, destroyed
another opponent called Zhi-bo and split Jin (Jinn) into three states of Haan,
Zhao & Wei. Yiqu-Rong built castles to counter Qin. Qin King Huiwang took over
25 cities from Yiqu-rong, and at the time of Qin King Zhaowang, Qin Queen



Xuantaihou killed Yiqu-rong King. (King Zhaoxiangwang's mother, Queen
Dowager Xuantaihou, adultered with the Rong king from Yiqu Statelet and had
two sons born with Yiqu Rong King.) Qin took over Shangjun from Wei. Qin took
over Longxi of Gansu, Beidi and Shangjun of Shenxi, and built the Great Wall.
Zhao King Wulingwang adopted reforms by wearing Hu nomads' cavalry clothing
and he defeated Linhu and Loufan and built Great Wall from Dai to Yinshan
Mountain. Zhao set up Yunzhong, Yanmen and Dai prefectures. A Yan
Principality General by the name of Qin-kai, after returning from Donghu
[Eastern Hu] barbarians as a hostage, would attack Donghu and drive them
away for 1000 li distance. Yan built Great Wall and set up Shanggu, Yuyang,
You-beiping, Liaoxi and Liaodong prefectures. Qin State founded the first united
empire of Qin in 221 BC. After Qin's unification of China, Emperor Shihuangdi
ordered General Meng Tian on a campaign that would drive the so-called Hu
nomads or the Huns out of the areas south of the Yellow River. The Huns under
Modok's father, Tou-man, fled northward and would not return till General Meng
Tian died ten years later. Speculations about the nature of Rong & Di Peoples,
Qiang, Sanmiao & Yuezhi was given in the Qin section and Hun section.

Mandate of Heaven

The concept of 'Heaven' as an ancient 'Di(4)' or overlord had been with Chinese
since the era of Eight Ancient Lords. 'San Huang', termed the Three Sovereigns
(Fuxi, Yandi the Fiery Lord, and Huangdi the Yellow Emperor), would have an
alternative saying which included 'Heaven Huang', 'Land Huang', and 'Human
Huang' or 'Taishan Mountain Huang'. 'Heaven' concept was widely adopted by
Euroasian nomadic peoples and incorporated in their shamanism. 'Heaven' was
equivalent to 'Tengri'. There is no definite way to tell where the original concept
of 'heaven' had originated. Shang Dynasty's founder, Shang-Tang, claimed that
Lord Highness (Heaven) instructed him to campaign against Xia Dynasty' Lord
Jie because of Jie's corruption, lasciviousness and cruelty. Shang-Tang was also
named 'Tian Yi' or 'Heavenly Yi'. Since 'Heaven' was considerd a Di(4), Shang-
Tang was called 'Heavenly Yi'. Last Shang ruler, Jie, had refused to take
admonition by claiming that the 'mandate' was with him the minute he was
born.

Later, Confucius would term it 'Cheng Tang Revolution' or 'Shang Tang
Revolution', a word that would be used by Dr. Sun Yat-sen in his efforts at



overthrowing Manchu rule. Professor Lock Hoe had commented that China's
dynastic changes and revolutions (as seen in the saying 'Every 50 Years, A Cycle
In Cathay') had served as an illuminating guide for the Jesuits who visited
China in the 16-17th centuries, and it was due to the Jesuits who propogated
the egalitarian and revolutionary ideas that led to the conclusion that French
or British royal houses could be overthrown by a 'revolution'.

The citation of the 'Mandate of Heaven' could be seen in Zhou King Wuwang's
campaign against the Shang Dynasty in the 11th century BC. Zhou was a small
tribal state in today's Shaanxi Provice, southwest of the Mount Qishan, in a
place called 'Zhouyuan'. The last Shang ruler, Zhouwang, would be a despotic
ruler. He killed one marquis (Jiuhou or Jiu Hou) and the marquis' daughter
because the marqui's daughter was not lewd to him. Another marquis (Er Hou or
Er'hou) was killed when he tried to protect Jiuhou. Count Xibo, i.e., Ji Chang,
sighed about the killings. At the vilification of Shang minister Chonghouhu, Ji
Chang was imprisoned by Shang King Zhouwang. When imprisoned in a place
called Youli (in Henan Prov), Ji Chang renovated the ancient Fu-xi '8 Gua' into
'64 Gua', a divinity method called 'milfoil divination' (Yi Jing, Book of Changes).
Zhouwang would kill Count Xibo's elder son, Boyikao, and made a dish out of
Boyikao's flesh for Xibo to eat. Zhouwang laughed when Xibo ate it without
knowing that it was his son's flesh. Count Xibo was set free only after Xibo's
minister bribed Zhouwang through a Shang minister (Fei Zhong) by presenting
a beauty from You-xin-shi clan, a stallion from Li-rong Statelet and other
treasures. (Xibo was titled a marquis, at the same level as Jiu Hou and Er Hou.
Ancient title for 'Count' might not be of same level as that in Europe and could
be higher than marquis in Zhou times.) Ji Chang would manage his statelet so
well that old people went there for retirement, and two princes of Guzhu
Statelet (Mo-tai-shi clan) in southern Manchuria, Bo-yi and Shu-qi, came to live
in Zhou land. Two lords of ancient Yu and Rui statelets had disputes over a
patch of land and they decided to have Ji Chang arbitrate it; but once they
entered the Zhou land, they felt guilty about it after observing the civility of
Zhou people; and they called off their trip and returned to home statelets, and
vacated the land disputed. Some Shang ministers defected to Zhou. Over 40
statelets defected to Zhou and proposed that Ji Chang be the king.

Prince Bigan, son of Shang King Zhouwang, would be deposed for admonishing
Zhouwang on the deeds. Xibo would attack Quanrong or Doggy Rong (said to be
descendants of Panhu, i.e. southern barbarians in Wuling, Changsha



Commandary, and possibly hinting the relocation to western China of early San-
Miao people. Later Chidi was said to be of same family as Quanrong). Then, Xibo
invaded a Shang vassal called Mixu-guo Fief (Lingtai of Gansu Prov) and took
over Mixu drums as bounty for Tang-shu. The next year, when Count Xibo
invaded another Shang vassal called the Ji-guo (also pronounced as Li2 or Qi2)
Statelet, somewhere near Shangdang of eastern Shanxi Prov, Zu Yi, a Shang
minister, expressed the worry that the 'Mandate Of Heaven' might be changed.
Shang King Zhouwang rebutted Zu Yi, saying that the 'Mandate Of Heaven' was
with him the minute he was born. In the next two years consecutively, Xibo
then invaded Yu-guo fief (Qinyang of Henan Prov, next to Shang capital), and
then conquered Chong-guo fief (i.e., Chonghouhu's fief at Songxian County of
Henan Prov) after two sieges within 30 days. Xibo then built city at Feng-yi and
relocated capital there from Zhou-yuan of Qishan Mountain.

Jiang Taigong (i.e., Lii Shang of Lii-shi clan or Jiang Ziya with Jiang surname,
aka Taigongwang) abandoned his post of 'da fu' with Shang King for the west.
Li Shang was against the extravagent task of building 'Lu Tai' (deer platform)
palace for Shang King Zhouwang. Lii Shang then left with his wife Ma-shi and
went to Wei-shui River for fishing till Zhou King Wenwang came along and met
him. Wenwang commented that his father, Zhou ancestor Taigong, was in
anticipation of Lii Shang for a long time. Xibo died at age 97, with a claim of
king title for 9 years. (Ancient scholars disputed Xibo or Zhou King Wenwang's
king title since Zhou king could not have existed at the same time as Shang
king.)

Wuwang, named Ji (last name) Fa (first name), expanded his influences on basis
of 50 years of management by his father Ji Chang who was conferred the title of
Xibo (Count West) by last Shang King. After Xibo passed away, Zhou King
Wuwang would rally eight hundred Shang vassals on the bank of the Yellow
River, Mengjin. (Scholars disputed the number of 800 vassals as unrealistic.)
When he first called upon various tribes to rebel against Shang, he stated that
he was carrying out the order from the Heaven to penalize Shang king who had
disrupted his kingdom by killing his elder son (Bigan) and imprisoning the
uncle (Ji-zi) under the influence of the witch-like Shang queen (Daji). While
crossing the Yellow River, a white fish jumped aboard. Fish was interpreted as a
sign of war for carrying scales or shields on its body, while the color of
whiteness was the embodiment of Shang. Interpreting the white fish as an
omen, he called off the first campaign on the Yellow River bank after rallying



800 Shang vassals. The vassals said to Wenwang, "Zhouwang could be
campaigned against by now." Wuwang said, "You guys did not know the
'Mandate Of Heaven' yet."

Zhouwang's brother, Wei-zi, would flee the capital. Zhouwang's son, Prince
Bigan, seeing the departure of Wei-zi, would try to pursuade Zhouwang again,
but he was ordered killed by Zhouwang to see how many compartments Bigan's
heart had. Zhouwang's uncle, Prince Ji-zi, would pretend to have gone mentally
ill for sake of avoiding Zhouwang's persecution, but he was still imprisoned by
Zhouwang. When Shang's chief ritual and music ministers, Tai-Shi (grand
musician) and Shao-Shi (junior musician), fled to Zhou with Shang's ritual
instruments, Zhou King Wuwang now orderd a campaign against Shang, two
years after Mengjin Assembly. With the help of counsellor, Jiang Taigong,
Wuwang launched an attack at Shang Dynasty which controlled central China at
the time, namely, today's Shanxi and Henan Provinces. Wuwang assembled
300 chariots, 3000 brave soldiers, and an army of 45000 and crossed the
Yellow River at Mengjin on Wuwu day of Dec of 11th year reign. Shi Ji recorded
that Wuwang called his troops by the name of 'people from the west', and that
his allies included eight barbarian statelets, the Qiangs from Gansu, the Shu-
Sou-Mao-Wei statelets in Sichuan Province, Lu and Peng from the northwest,
and Yong and Pu south of the Han-shui River. In the outskirts of Shang capital
Chaoge, a place called Muye, he met his alliance who had joined him with 4000
more chariots, and they confronted the Shang army of 700 thousand and
defeated them. (Some scholar disputed the Shang army's number of 700,000 as
unrealistic since Shang China's population at the time would not be too far
away from 1 million, and Xu Zhuoyun cited Mencius statement of 'weapons
floating above blood stream' in disputing the popular claim that Shang army
defected to Zhou during the battle. Scholar Xu Zhuoyun and Wei Juxian both
cited ancient classics in attributing last Shang King's exhaustion in eastward
campaign against Dong-yi or Huai-yi barbarians to his losing control in the
west.)

Scholar Luo Xianglin claimed that Zhou people had asserted control over the
Shang people via advanced weaponry of chariots. Luo Xianglin further pointed
out that Zhou had special ministry in charge of standardization, materials,
quality of chariot manufacturing.

Ji Fa hence proclaimed the founding of Zhou Dynasty under the 'Mandate of



Heaven'. The 'Mandate of Heaven' become a norm for the substitution of Chinese
dynasties. To enforce the concept, some legends would be made to support the
claim of the will of the Heaven. For Han Dynasty founder Liu Bang, there was
the legend that his mother had dreamt about some dragon flying into the house
when she gave birth to his son. Even nomadic rulers, like the Hunnic king Liu
Yuan of Hunnic Zhao Dynasty (AD 304-329) would proclaim himself emperor in
AD 308 and declared his dynasty as 'Han' on basis of one sound logic that
Hunnic kings had historically ackowledged that they were the nephews of Han
Chinese emperors. By designating his dynasty as 'Han', he intended to play the
card of asserting the so-called 'Mandate of Heaven'.

Timeline of Zhou Dynasty

Prior to Zhou Dynasty, the rulers of Xia and Shang Dynasties called themselves
‘Di(4)"' posthumously, namely, the word that would denote the equivalent of
legendary overlords for Heaven, Earth and Mount Taishan in Chinese history or
‘emperor' in the western sense. Zhou King Wuwang, after overthrowing Shang
Dynasty , decided to adopt the title of 'wang' or king to show his humbleness in
front of the legendary overlords. They were called 'wang' posthumously as well.

First part of Zhou, Western Zhou, with its capital near today's Xi'an, Shaanxi
Province, ended in 771 BC when King Youwang was killed by Quanrong (i.e., the
Doggy Rong nomads) who were invited by Marquis Shenhou of Shen Principality
to avenge the king for deposing his daughter-queen and crown prince. The son
of Youwang, King Pingwang, moved his capital to Luoyang, Henan Province in
770 BC, with the help of the ancestors of later Qin Empire. Qin Lord Xianggong
was conferred the title of Count by Zhou King Pingwang for assisting Zhou King
Pingwang in the crackdown on the Rong nomads and relocation of Zhou capital.
Zhou King Pingwang also conferred Qin the old Zhou land of Qishan and Feng
should Qin receover it from the Rongs. Historians named the later part of Zhou
as Eastern Zhou and it ended in 256 BC when the great grandfather of First Qin
Emperor Shihuangdi invaded the Zhou capital and removed all Zhou Kingdom's
bronze utensils (i.e., ding or cauldron).

Eastern Zhou, however, was further sub-divided into the two time periods of 1)
Spring and Autumn and 2) Warring States. This division was based on the
emergence of six prominent families in determing the politics of Jinn



Principality in 475 BC.

Rankings Of Zhou Lords & Principalities

In Chinese, there exists a fixed phrase called 'wang hou jiang xiang' which
means the four titles of king, marquis, general and prime minister. Though the
rulers of dozens of Zhou principalities called themselves 'Gong', a word that
denotes the title of 'Duke’, this word is more like a general title to mean a ruler
or a lord or simply a complimentary title. A similar word to be found in English
would be probably 'Sir' or 'Grandpa'. Scholar Fu Sinian studied the bronze
inscriptions, i.e., jin wen, from Zhou times and concluded that the ancient five
rankings of duke, marquis, count, viscount, and baron did not conform with
bronze iinscriptions or classics such as Shang Shu or Shi Jing. Fu Sinian stated
that duke-gong, count-bo, viscount-zi, and baron-nan were originally used
within a royal family as rankings; governmentally, 'bo' or count was the leader
of a conferred fief while 'hou' or marquis was for denoting the vassal guarding
border posts. Ancient title for 'Count' might not be of same level as that in
Europe and should be higher than marquis in Shang-Zhou times. Zhou King
Wenwang, i.e., Xibo or Count Of West, originally titled a marquis, at the same
level as Jiu Hou and Er Hou, received the conferral of count from last Shang
King. The Zhou court conferred the title of count on the descendants of the two
uncles of Zhou King Wenwang. The ancestor of Chu Principaility, Xiong Yi, was
conferred by Zhou King Chenwang the title of count and the land of Dan'yang.
Qin Lord Xianggong was conferred the title of Count by Zhou King Pingwang for
the crackdown on the Rong barbarians. During the 10th year of the reign, Zhou
King Huiwang conferred onto Lord Qj, i.e., Marquis Qi Huan'gong, the title of
Count. King Xiangwang conferred onto Jinn Lord the title of Count and the land
of Yangfan or 'he nei' (pronounced as He-rui in ancient Chinese to mean the
winding section of the Yellow River).

In Zhou times, some of the 'gong' lords were indeed titled as equivalent to
dukes. The brothers of Zhou King are entitled 'Duke'. The Shang capital areas
were divided into three parts, Bei (Tangying, Henan) to the north, Yong to the
west, and Wey to the east. Guan-shu, i.e., brother Shu-xian, was conferred Duke
of Guan (Zhenzhou, Henan) as well as superintendent of Yong. Cai-shu, i.e.,
brother Shu-du, was conferred Duke of Cai (Shangcai, Henan) as well as
superintendent of Wey. Bei was left with Shang Prince Wugeng, but under the



supervision of brother Huo-shu. Brother Dan, i.e., Zhougong, was conferred
Duke Zhou of Qufu, Shandong Province. (Duke Zhougong would later send his
son, Bogin, to Qufu, and Bogin built the city of Qufu.) Bogin's statelet would be
Lu. Brother Shi, i.e., Zhaogong (Shaogong), was conferred the land of Yan
(Jixian County, Tianjin, Hebei Prov), and he was referred to as 'Yanbo' or count
of Yan. Duke Zhougong's taking over regency after King Wuwang's death
triggered the rebellion. Zhougong would kill Wugeng and Guan-shu, and exiled
Cai-shu. To the northeast of Luoyang, Zhougong built a city called Chengzhou
and relocated Shang people of Bei-Yong-Wey to Chengzhou (Luoyi).
Alternatively, Duke Zhaogong was said to be responsible for building Chengzhou
city under the order of Zhou King Wuwang, while the original Zhou capital in
Shenxi Prov was named 'Zongzhou' or ancestral Zhou capital. Zhougong
conferred onto the younger brother the title of Wey-kang-shu, i.e., Marquis of
Wey or Marquis of Meng. (The 16th generation descendant of Wey-kang-shu
would be Wey Lord Yigong who died in the hands of Chang Di barbarians. Qi
Lord Huangong, after defeating Chang-di, erected Wey Lord Wengong and
relocated Wey capital to Chugiu of Henan Prov.)

King Wuwang built a tomb for Shang Prince Bigan and then west back to the
west. Wuwang made further conferrals, and made the descendant of Shen-nong-
shi (Lord Yandi) inherit the land of Jiao (Shanxian County, Shenxi), the
descendant of Lord Huangdi inherit the land of Zhu, the descendant of Lord Yao
inherit the land of Ji (a statelet to the southwest of today's Beijing, Hebei
which was taken over by Yan later), the descendant of Lord Shun inherit the
land of Chen (Wangiu County), and the descendant of Lord Yu inherit the land
of Qih (Yongqiu, Bianzhou, near Kaifeng of Henan) with the title of
Donglougong (whose 21st generation grandson was exterminated by Chu
Principality). Remnants of Chen, pronounced as 'dan' in ancient Chinese and in
today's Fujian dialect, later fled to Qi Principality, changed their name to Tian,
and ultimately usurped the Qi principality of Jiang lineage.

The rest of the lords are mostly marquis, and this include Marquis Shenhou.
(One of Marquis Shenhou was the father-in-law of last Western Zhou king.)
Zhou King Wuwang, to thank his counsellor Jiang Taigong for the efforts in
overthrowing Shang, had conferred the land of Yingqiu (today's Linzi, Shandong
Province) as Qi Principality. Lord Qi Huangong was the first of the five
hegemony lords during the Spring and Autumn time period. Jin (Jinn)
Principality, i.e., today's Shanxi Province or the land of Tao-tang-shi clan, was



conferred to the king's brother (Shu-yu) by Zhou King Chengwang after Zhou
Duke Zhougong quelled the Tao-tang-shi. King Chengwang was the son of King
Wuwang and Yi-jiang (daughter of Jiang Taigong). Shu-yu's son, Ji Xie, was
called Marquis Jinhou by citation of the Jinn-shui River of Shanxi Prov. (Scholar
Liu Qiyu stated that ancient Jinn-shui was near Pingyang County of southern
Shanxi Prov and later approriated to northern Shanxi Prov's Taiyuan area. Tao-
tang-shi was a vassal of Xia/Shang Dynasties and had a history of over 1100
years.) Shu-yu made the city of Ji[4] (i.e., Lord Yao's capital) as his capital.
After Jinn Principality split into three states of Han, Zhao and Wei in 475 BC,
the Zhou court had conferred the titles of marquis to all three rulers,
respectively.

While Marquis Wei Wenhou was a marquis, his son, King Wei Huiwang, called
himself 'king'. But this was during the Warring States time period. The lords
who called themselves kings during the Spring and Autumn time periods would
be those in southern and southeastern China, namely, the states of Chu, Wu
and Yue.

The ex-Shang Prince Wei-Zi (Qi) was made the duke of Song. The inheritor of
last Shang(1) Dynasty heritage was given the title of 'Shang(4) Gong', namely,
the Highest Duke. This would be after Duke Zhougong quelled the rebellion of
Shang Prince Wugeng and two brothers (Guan-shu and Cai-shu) in a matter of
three years. Lord Song Xianggong was one of the five hegemonies, too.

Chu Principality Of The South

The ancestors of Chu, Xiong Yi, were originally conferred by Zhou King
Chenwang the title of count and the land of Dan'yang (near today's Zigui, Three
Gorges area, Hubei Province). Chu ancestors carried the last name of Xiong. Chu
was the first state to declare themselves king during the Spring and Autumn
time period.

Shi Ji stated that Chu ancestors derived from Lord Zhuanxu, i.e., Lord Huangdi's
grandson. The great grandson of Lord Zhuanxu would be called Chongli who was
named 'Zhu Rong' or the god of fire by Lord Diku. One brother, by the name of
Wu-hui, inherited his brother's title of 'Zhu Rong'. Wu-hui born a son called Lu
Zhong, and Lu Zhong married a woman from 'Gui-fang-shi' (ghost domain
family) and born six sons, including Kunwu, Canhu, Pengzu, and Jilian etc, the
youngest of whom would be traceable ancestor of Chu. At the end of Shang



Dynasty, a Chu descendant, by the name of Yu-zi (Xiong), after admonishing on
Shang King Zhouwang 57 times in vain, left for the Zhou statelet, and Zhou
King Wenwang conferred him the land of Shangdang and the post of 'gong ging'.
Yu-xiong, who served the Zhou court, was a Jilian descendant. The great
grandson of Yu-xiong would be Xiong Yi, the founder of Chu Statelet.

Wu Principality Of The Yantze Delta

The Wu State was founded by two uncles of King Zhou Wenwang. The two
uncles, headed by Tai Bo, decided to go to the Yantze Delta to launch a state
because they did not want to contend with the necromancy note which stated
that their nephew (Zhou King Wenwang) would revive Zhou. The Zhou court
later conferred, on the descendants of the two uncles, the title of count. The
Wa Japanese, who came to Han China in the first century, claimed to be
descendants of Tai Bo, the uncle of Zhou King Wenwang (posthumously); Wa
Japanese called themselves by the ancient title of 'Da Fu'.

Yue Principality Of The Yantze Delta

Lord Yu's tomb, on Mount Kuaijishan, in Shaoxing, Zhejiang, was a good
monument validating the stories of Lord Yu. One of the sons of King Shaokang
of Xia Dynasty was permanently assigned to the Kuaiji land to guard the tomb,
and the later Yue Principality was said to have descended from this lineage.

Western Zhou (1134 - 771 BC; 1122 - 771 BC)

Zhou King Wuwang (Ji Fa, reign approx 1134-1115 BC; 1122-771 B()

Wuwang established the Zhou Dynasty with the help of Jiang Ziya (Jiang
Taigong). King Wuwang married the daughter of Jiang Ziya. King Wuwang
conferred the land of Linzi, Shandong onto Jiang Ziya as Qi Principality. Qi
continued their lineage till Tian family usurped it later. Details about King
Wuwang were provided in topics above. Ex-Shang royal family member, Ji-zi (Qi
Zi or Kija), was conferred the land of northern Korea in 1,121 BC (?).

Year 1122 BC was commonly treated as the year when Shang Dynasty ended.
Using the first full year as the reign for a new dynasty, Zhou Dynasty counts
1121 BC as the first year of existence. In ancient times, two derivations had
been used to determine the exact year Shang Dynasty ended. Ancient Scholar
Liu Xin derived 1122 BC, while some others, including Seng Yixing's version in



"New History of Tang Dynasty", derived 1111 BC instead.

Zhou King Chengwang (Ji Song, reign approx 1,115-1,078 B.C.)

Zhou King Wuwang died after 7 years of reign. Archduke Zhougong (Ji Dan)
took regency in 1,115 B.C. and did not return the regency till King Chenwang
grew up in 7 years. Eastern capital was established at Luoyi (Luoyang).
Zhougong (Duke of Zhou), under the order of King Chengwang, fulfilled the
wish of King Wuwang in building the city of Luoyi (Luoyang) and moved the
nine bronze utensils there. Duke Zhougong defeated the rebellion of two
brothers and Shang Prince Wugeng. The ex-Shang Prince Wei-Zi (Qi) was made
into the duke of Song. Duke Zhougong and King Chengwang further attacked
Huai-yi (ancient Xu-guo statelet) barbarians around the Huai River, and
attacked ex-Shang Marquisdom of An-guo fief and relocated An-guo marquis
away from Qufu County, Shandong Prov. After King Chengwang attacked the
Dong-yi barbarians, a statelet called Xi-shen (Sushen of Manchuria ?) came to
pay pilgrimage. Qin's ancestors, i.e., the great grandson of Ji Sheng (Feilian's
junior son), Meng Zhen, was hired by Zhou King Chengwang. King Chenwang
also conferred on the descendent of Bo Yi the title of Marquis of Shen(1) or
Shenhou. King Chengwang, upon death, decreed that Duke Zhaogong and Duke
Bigong be responsible for assisting crown prince Ji Zhao.

Zhou King Kangwang (Ji Zhao, reign approx 1,078 - 1,052 B.C.)

King Kangwang, during his 40 year reign, had ruled the country in the spirits of
King Wenwang and King Wuwang. Penalization tools were never called upon to
punish the people. King Kangwang asked Duke Bigong dwell in the east.

Zhou King Zhaowang (Ji Xia, reign approx 1,052 - 1,001 B.C.)

King Zhaowang was hated for his lack of so-called 'De', i.e., virtues. He
campaigned in the south. When he crossed the Huai River, sailors deliberately
used rubber to seam the boat for King Zhaowang to use. The rubber-seamed
boat melted mid-stream, and King Zhaowang, Duke Jigong and entourage all
drowned.

Zhou King Muwang (Ji Man, reign approx 1,001 - 946 B.C.)

King Muwang would set up several posts, including the position of 'tai pu', for
sake of restoring Zhou kingdom's prestige and power. Against the advice of Duke
Jigong's counsellor, King Muwang attacked the Rong-di people. Hence, Rongdi
no longer came to pay pilgrimage to Zhou court. King Muwang, after defeating



Quan Rong, exiled Quanrong to Taiyuan of Shanxi Province. Muwang was said to
be indulgent in travelling to the west. In the 17th year of his reign, he visited
the Kun Lun Mountain. When he was toasting with Queen Mother of the West at
Yao-Ci Lake on Mount Kunlun, the Xu statelet rebelled against Zhou. His
chauffeur, Zaofu (or Zao Fu, i.e., Qin's ancestoral relative), drove him home to
quell the rebellion, in an eight horse chariot.

Zhou King Gongwang (Ji Yihu, reign approx 946 - 934 B.C.)

King Wuwang died after a reign of 50 years. King Gongwang visited the Mi-guo
Statelet at Jingzhou Prefecture and saw three beautilful women in Mi-guo Lord
Kanggong's residence. Kanggong's mother asked his son to surrender the three
beauties, but Kanggong refused. One year later, King Gongwang attacked Mi-guo
Statelet and exterminated it.

Zhou King Yiwang (Ji Jian, reign approx 934 - 909 B.C.)

King Yiwang relocated the Zhou capital from Hao (Haojing or Chongzhou) to
Quangiu (i.e., Feigiu). Zhou Kingdom degraded in its ruling, and poets began to
record events via poems.

Zhou King Xiaowang (Ji Pifang, reign approx 909 - 894 B.C.)

King Xiaowang ordered Marquis Shen (Shenhou) to attack Quan-Rong around
909 BC. Qin's ancestor, Fei Zi, lived in a place called Quangiu (a place near
Fufeng of Shenxi), and he was good at raising horses around the Wei-shui River.
Marquis Shenhou, whose daughter married Daluo (Fei Zi's father), somehow
pursuaded Zhou King Xiaowang into bestowing the last name of 'Ying' on Daluo
descendant for sake of pacifying or controlling the Xi Rong or Western Rong
people. (This shows the influence of Daluo descendants in this barbaric area.)

Marquis Shenhou was quoted to have mentioned to Zhou King Xiaowang that
his ancestor had married their woman to 'Rong Xuxuan' where Rong meant for
the barbarians and Xuxuan' was the great grandson of Zhongyan. (In the eyes
of Marquis Shenhou, Qin people might be equivalent to the 'rong' people.) Shi Ji
was ambiguous in this section: Interpretation would be that Daluo had another
son born with Marquis Shenhou's daughter, called 'Cheng'; Fei-zi, not Cheng,
was conferred the ancestral name of 'Ying'. Note my general designation of
‘Daluo descendants' below in lieu of either Fei-zi or Cheng.

Zhou King Xiaowang conferred them the land of Qin (today's eastern Gansu



Province) as a vassal, and hence Daluo's son was know as 'Qin Ying'. Qin became
the vassal which was situated to the western-most part of then China. History
records that two more groups of people dwelled to the west of Qin and Zhou
Chinese, namely, the Western Rong nomads and the Yiieh-chih people.

Zhou King Yi(2)-wang (Ji Xie, reign approx 894 - 878 B.C.)
King Yiwang was another son of King Yiwang. He steam-killed Marquis Qi
Aigong in a bronze utensil called 'ding' or cauldron.

Zhou King Liwang (Ji Hu, reign approx 878 - 827 B.C.)

King Liwang was in reign for over 30 years. He paid attention to material
interests and used a minister called Rongyigong as his prime minister. Duke
Zhaogong (descendant of Zhaokanggong Mugonghu) admonished him by saying
that civilians had complaints. King Liwang then hired a witch from Wey-guo fief
to report on the populace. Liwang killed those who talked about him. Vassals
did not come to Zhou court to show respect. During his 34th reign, people
walking on the streets dared not talk to each other. Liwang gloated, saying to
Zhaogong that nobody dared to villify him any more. Zhaogong cited i) that
controlling the mouth of the populace would be more difficult than
controlling the mountain torrents, ii) that floods could kill lots of people
once a dam was broken, and iii) that the populace would not be kept under
control once their dissatisfaction broke out. King Liwang refused to take
Zhaogong's advice. Three years later, ministers colluded with each other and
attacked King Liwang. King Liwang fled to a place called Zhi (Huoyi or Yong'an
in Shanxi), east of the East Yellow River Bend. Liwang's son fled to Zhaogong's
home for asylum and when being attacked by the Guo-ren or civilians,
Zhaogong said he would be willing to substitute his own son for the life of the
prince because it was his fault that King Liwang did not take his advice.

While Zhou King Liwang was ruling despotically, the Xi Rong (Xirong or Western
Rong) people had rebelled in the west and killed most of the Daluo lineage of
Qin people. Zhou King Xuanwang conferred Qin Zhong (r. BC 845-822 ?) the title
of 'Da Fu' and ordered him to quell the Xirong. Qin Zhong got killed by Xirong
after being a ruler for 23 years. Qin Zhong's five sons, under the elder son (Qin
Lord Zhuanggong), would defeat Xirong with 7000 relief army from Zhou. Qin
Lord Zhuanggong (r. BC 821-778) hence recovered the territories called Quangiu
and enjoyed Zhou court's conferral of the title of 'Xi Chui Da Fu', i.e., the 'Da Fu'
on the western-most border. (Qin ancestor tombs had been discovered in Li-xian



county of Gansu Prov.)

Interregnum, i.e., Republican Administrative Period (841 - 828 B.C.)

Duke Zhaogong and Duke Zhougong took the regency as "interregnum". During
the 14th of "interregnum", King Liwang passed away in Zhi, east of the Yellow

River. Prince Jing, who spent the years in Zhaogong's home, was selected as the
new Zhou king.

Zhou King Xuanwang (Ji Jing, reign 827 - 782 B.C.)

With two dukes as prime ministers, King Xuanwang renewed the Zhou spirits.
Vassals began to come to show respect. During the 12th year of the reign, Lu
Lord Wugong (r. BC 825-816) came to Zhou court. King Xuanwang, against the
advice of Guo-fief Lord Wengong (descendant of Guo Zhong or Guo-shu, a
brother of King Wenwang), did not take care of the thousand acre royal field.
(This Guo-fief was the so-called West Guo Statelet in Chencang, Shenxi Prov.)
During the 39th year of his reign, King Xuanwang attacked Jiang-rong
barbarians (a race of Xi Yi or western Yi barbarians, said to be descendants of
ancient minister 'Si Yue' or 'four mountains'), but he was defeated by Jiang Rong
and lost his Nan-ren (i.e., soldiers from Nanyang, Henan Prov) troops. King
Xuanwang ordered Bo Yi to attack the west. He made his brother, Ji You, the
inheritor of Zheng (i.e., Zheng Lord Huangong). King Xuanwang refused to
listen to advice from a minister called Zhongshanfu of Fan-guo fief, and King
Xuanwang killed another minister called Du Bo for no reason. Legends said that
three years later, in his 46th reign, King Xuanwang died of an arrow shot by the
ghost of Du Bo.

Zhou King Youwang (Ji Gongnie, reign 781 - 771 B.C.)

During the 2nd year of his reign, the San Chuan area, i.e., three rivers areas of
Jing-Wei-Luo & Yellow River, had a big earthquake. Qishan Mountain shook
during the quake, and rivers dried up. A Zhou minister, Boyangfu, commented
that Zhou Kingdom might have bad fate. King Youwang would use Guozhifu as
his minister. During the 3rd year, Youwang took in Baoshi (a woman from Shi
family, of Xia heritage, who was adopted by people of Bao-guo fief) as the new
queen and then bore a son called Bo-fu. At one time, King Youwang, for sake of
making Bao-shi laugh, would ridicule the vassals by lighting the fire on the
beacon towers that were designed for national defence. When King Youwang
deposed the prince born from the old queen, the father-in-law, Marquis
Shenhou, would invite Quanrong, Zeng-guo fief (descendants of Lord Yu of Xia



Dynasty) and Xi Yi (western Yi barbarians) to help him in attacking the Zhou
king. Since vassals no longer responded to Youwang's beacon signal as a result
of early ridiculing, King Youwang was killed by Quanrong at Lishan Mountain
(today's Lantian, Shenxi). The Rong people who stayed on in Lishan Mountain
areas were called Li-rong, and later Jinn Principality had married a woman
called Li-ji who caused Prince Chong'er go into exile for 19 years. Western Zhou
Dynasty ended after a duration of 257 years.

Eastern Zhou (770-256 BC)

Zhou King Pingwang (Ji Yijiu, reign 770-720 B.C.)

Zhou King Pingwang moved eastward to Luoyi in 770 BC under the escort of Qin
lord, and promised to Qin the land of Feng and Qishan should Qin defeat
Quanrong and recover the territories. Zhou King Pingwang conferred Ying Kai
the title of count.

Qin Lord Xianggong (Ying Kai, reign BC 777-766) assisted Zhou King Pingwang
(reign 770-720) in cracking down on both Western Rong and the Dogggy Rong.
Ying Kai came to the aid of Marquis Shen after Marquis Shen wrote four letters,
including requests to: i) Ying Kai, Marquis Jinn (Ji Chou), ii) Marquis Wei (Ji He,
Wei Lord Wugong, over 80 years old at the time) and iii) the son of count
Zheng, requesting for help in driving the Doggy Rong nomads out of Zhou
capital, Haojing. Zhou court had to rely upon vassals, such as Qin, Chu, Qi and
Jinn, for governance. The title given for the vassal would be 'Fang-bo', i.e., the
elder count or the count of a certain domain.

Ying Kai died during the 12th year of his reign (766 BC ) when he campaigned
against the Rong at Qishan. After Ying Kai would be Qin Lord Wengong (r. BC
765-716). Wengong, during his 3rd year reign, had a hunting in east, and the
next year, he selected Qishan area for building a city as the capital. During his
13th year reign, Wengong began chronicle recording, and during his 16th year
reign, Qin Wengong defeated Rong at Qishan. Qin Wengong would give the land
east of Qishan back to Zhou court.

The records of 'Chun Qiu', Spring and Autumn, started in Lu Principality in 722
BC when Lord Lu Yingong (r. BC 722-712) got enthroned.



Zhou King Huanwang (Ji Lin, reign 719-697 B.C.)

When King Pingwang died, his son, Xiefu, also passed away. A grandson by the
name of Ji Lin was selected. During the 3rd year of his reign, count Zheng
Zhuanggong came to the court. King Huanwang was not respectful to the Zheng
count. Count Zheng was angry. During the fifth year of Huanwang's reign, Count
Zheng, without Zhou court's approval, had exchanged the royal veneration site
of 'Xu-tian' (near today's Xuchang, Henan) for another patch of land from Lu
Principality. Xu-tian was the place given to Duke Zhougong by King Chenwang,
and later Zhou court used this land for venerating Mount Taishan. (Count
Zheng's ancestor would be the brother of King Xuanwang, Ji You, and King
Xuanwang conferred Ji You the land of Zheng as Zheng Lord Huangong.) During
the 8th year of his reign, i.e., 712 BC, Lord Lu Yingong was killed and Lu
Huangong was enthroned. During the 13th year of his reign, King Huanwang
campaigned against Zheng Principality, but incurred an arrow wound in the
hands of a Zheng general by the name of Zhu Dan. This would be called the
Battle of Ruge in 707 BC. Zhou court had rallied very little support during the
campaign, and Zhou prestige was said to have been gone by that time.

The son of Jinn's Quwo Zhuang-bo, a relative of Jinn marquis, would attack,
capture and kill Marquis Jinn Aihou (r 717-710 BC) in 710 BC. Qin Lord
Ninggong (r. BC 715-704) would defeat King Bo and drove King Bo towards the
Rong people in 713 BC. Ninggong conquered King Bo's Dang-shi clan in 704 BC.
In 703 BC approx, Song captured Zheng lord and erected a new Zheng loxd.

Zhou King Zhuangwang (Ji Tuo, reign 696-682 B.C.)

Duke Zhougong, Heijian, wanted to kill King Zhuangwang for sake of having
Prince Ke (King Zhuangwang's brother, Ziyi) enthroned. A minister by the name
of Xin-bo informed Zhou king of Heijian's scheme. King Zhuangwang killed
Zhougong. Prince Ke fled to Yan Principality.

Qin Ninggong's elder son (Wugong) was deposed, and Chu-zi, the son of
Ninggong's junior son, was enthroned by three ministers at the age of 5. Chu-zi
was killed 6 years later and Qin Lord Wugong (r. BC 697-677) was selected.
About this time, Qin Wugong campaigned against 'Pengxian-shi Rong' and
reached the foot of Huashan Mountain. Qin Lord Wugong, in 688 BC,
exterminated Gui-rong (Shanggui of Longxi) and Ji-rong (Tiansui Commandary),
and the next year, exterminated Du-bo Fief (southeast of Xi'an), Zheng-guo Fief
(Zheng-xian County) and Xiao-guo Fief (an alternative Guo Fief from the



domain conferred by Zhou King Wenwang onto his brother, Guo-shu).

At Zheng Principality, a minister by the name of Gaoqumi killed his lord Zheng
Zhaogong (r. BC 696-695) in 695 BC. Qi Lord Xianggong (r. 697-686 BC) was
assassinated by his minister (Guan Zhifu) in 686 BC; Jinn exterminated the fief
statelets of Geng, Huo and Wei; another assasination in Qi would see Qi Lord
Huan'gong (r. 685-643 BC) selected in 685 BC.

Zhou King Xiwang (Ji Hugqi, reign 681-677 B.C.)

Lord Qi Huangong made Guan Zhong (?-645 BC) the counsellor in 685 BC(?). Qi
Huangong (Xiao-Bai, 7-643 BC) rose to prominence in vassal politics beginning
in 679 BC. During the 3rd year of the King Xiwang reign, i.e., 679 BC, Qi Lord
Huan'gong proclaimed himself a 'hegemony lord'.

Also in 679 BC, Marquis Jinn Min-hou was killed by Jinn Quwo Wugong. Zhou
King Xiwang conferred Marquisdom onto Quwo Wugong. Quwo Wugong called
himself Jinn Wugong and died two years later. Qin Lord Wugong passed away in
677 BC, and 66 persons followed to his tomb as live burial.

Zhou King Huiwang (Ji Lang, reign 676-652 B.C.)

During the seond year of the reign, an uncle by the name of Tui rebelled against
King Huiwang. King Huiwang sought asylum in Zheng's capital, i.e., today's
Yangdi County, Henan Prov. During the 4th year of the reign, Count Zheng
Ligong and Lord of Guo-fief (Guogong Linfu) aided Zhou King Huiwang by
killing Tui and restoring Huiwang's kingdom. During the 10th year of the reign,
King Huiwang conferred onto Lord Qi, i.e., Marquis Qi Huangong, the title of
Count. (Count is apparently higher ranking than marquis during the Zhou
kingdom time period.)

Jinn Wugong's successor, Jinn Xian'gong (r. 676-651 BC), attacked Li-rong (Xi
Rong) barbarians in 672 BC approx, and captured a Li-rong woman called Li-ji.
Jinn Xian'gong killed most of the princes from the deposed Jinn Marquisdom
lineage, and one such prince fled to Guo-guo statelet. Wars erupted between
Jinn and Guo-guo. In 665 BC approx, Li-ji born Xiqi and then conspired to have
Jinn Xian'gong's elder princes deposed or killed, pushing Jinn into another
round of turmoils.

In 664 BC, Qi Lord Huangong destroyed the statelets of Shan-rong and Guzhu.



(Guzhu was formerly Zhu-guo Statelet, a vassal of ex-Shang dynasty.)

In 661 BC, the Chang Di barbarians who were located near today's Jinan City of
Shandong Province, under Sou Man, attacked the Wey and Xing principalities.
The Di barbarians killed Wey Lord Yigong (r. BC 668-660 ?) who was notorious
for indulging in raising numerous birds called 'he'.

In 661 BC approx, Jin (Jinn) Principality eliminated Huo (Huozhou, Shanxi
Prov), Wei and Geng fiefdoms. Jinn Xian'gong built the city of Quwo for Prince
Shensheng, conferred General Bi-wan the domain of Wei and General Zhao Su
the domain of Geng. Shiwei advised Prince Shensheng to flee as Zhou King
Wenwang's uncles did. Jinn minister Po-yan advised against the conferral of Wei
land onto Bi-wan. The next year, Prince Shensheng was ordered on a new
campaign against Dongshan-Chidi barbarians. Shensheng sought advice with
Li'ke as to his crown prince status. (Scholar Liu Qiyu pointed out that in
southwestern Shanxi Prov, a statelet called Ji-guo, possible of Xia Dynasty
descendants, with ancient Ji-zhou character embedded, had at one time
attacked Jinn Principality and hence it should be looked at as a considerable
power. Ji-guo, subsequently quelled by Jinn, had become the fiefs of several
Jinn ministers consecutively, from 650 BC to 627 BC. Liu Qiyu mentioned
excavations of Zeng-guo to prove that various powers had existed quite
independently at the ancient times.) In 658 BC approx (i.e., 2nd year of Lu Lord
Xigong), Jinn borrowed a path from Yu-guo and attacked Xiangyang of Guo-guo.
In 656 BC approx, Li-ji conspired to put poison into the meat Shensheng gave
to his father; Li-ji pasted honey onto her body to attract bees, asked Shensheng
help her drive away the bees, and then accused Shensheng of trying to take
advantage of her. Shensheng fled to Xincheng city and committed suicide. Jinn
Lord Xian'gong (?-651 B.C.) hence fell under the trick of his concubine (a Li-
rong woman), and Prince Chong'e (Chong Er, ?-628 BC) escaped to Di(2) Statelet
in 655 BC. (Prince Chong Er's birth mother was from Di barbarian.) This year,
Jinn borrowed path from Yu-guo again by sending Jinn Xian'gong stallion as a
gift. A Yu-guo minister, Gong Zhiqi, advised against it, saying Yu-quo and Guo-
guo were like lips and teeth to each other. Gong Zhiqi led his whole family away
from the Yu-qguo. Jinn Principality eliminated Guo and Yu statelets in the
winter of 655 BC. Guo-gong fled to Zhou court. Yu-gong and his minister Baili
Xi were captured and the stallion was found by Xunxi and delivered back to
Jinn Xian'gong. In 654 BC approx, Jinn attacked Prince Yiwu at Quwo land, and
Yiwu fled to a different statelet, Shaoliang land, at the advice of Ji-rui. Ji-rui



said that should Yiwu flee to Di2 barbarians, Jinn would attack Di because
Chong'er was already there. Two years later, Jinn attacked Di2, and Di counter-
attacked Jinn; hence, Jinn withdrew from their siege. Concubine Li-ji's brother
had a son called Dao-zi in this year.

Zhou King Xiangwang (Ji Zheng, reign 651-619 B.C.)

Lord Qi Huangong held a meeting at Kuigiu in 651 B.C. as a demonstration of
his hegemony status. Qi Lord Huan'gong (r. 685-643 BC), who proclaimed
himself a 'hegemony lord' in 679 BC and destroyed the statelets of Shan-rong
and Guzhu in Manchuria in 664 BC, campaigned against Bai-di barbarians in the
west in 651 BC, occupied 'da xia' (i.e., Grand Xia land) and crossed the river to
subjugate 'xi yu' (i.e., western Yu-shi clan's land).

After the death of Jinn Lord Xian'gong, Li-ji's son, Xiqi, was erected, but a
minister (Li'ke) killed Xiqi; after minister Xunxi erected another cousin of Xiqi
(Dao-zi), Li'ke killed the new lord and Xunxi, consecutively. Li-ji was killed on
the streets. Li'ke first sought for Prince Chong'er as the new Jinn lord, but
Chong'er declined. Li'’ke then went to Prince Yiwu. Jinn Prince Yiwu sought for
help from Qin Lord Mugong (r. BC 659-621) in escorting him to the throne at
Jinn, with a promise of secceding to Qin 8 cities to the west of Yellow River. Qi
Huan'gong sent forces to help Yiwu as well, and Qi forces stopped marching at
Gaoliang after finding out that Qin already delivered Yiwu, i.e., Jinn Huigong (r.
650-637 BC). Yiwu ate his words, and killed Li'ke instead of conferring him the
land of Fengyang. Yiwu's emissary to Qin, Pi-zheng, being afraid of returning to
Jinn to receive the same fate as Li'ke, would incite Qin Lord Mugong in having
Jinn Prince Chong'er replace Yiwu. (In Sima Qian's self account of his lineage,
Pi-zheng appeared to be a remote ancestor.) Pi-zheng was killed upon returning
to Jinn, and his son (Pi-bao) fled to Qin. During 12th year reign, i.e., 648 BC,
counsellor Guan Zhong of Qi passed away.

During the 3rd year of the King Xiangwang reign, a half brother, by the name of
Shu-dai, colluded with Rong and Di barbarians in attacking King Xiangwang.
(Rong-di barbarians had come to aid Shu-dai as a conspiracy of Shu-dai's
mother, ex-queen Huihou.) Jinn Principality attacked the Rong to help the
Zhou court. Shu-dai fled to Qi Principality. Qi Principality also helped Zhou
court by sending Guan Zhong on a campaign against the Rong people. At Zhou
court, King Xiangwang expressed gratitude to Guan Zhong, mentioning the fact
that Zhou King Wuwang had married the daughter of Jiang Taigong (founder of



Qi Principality) as wife. Three years after the death of Qi Lord Huan'gong, Shu-
dai returned to Zhou court from Qi Principality at the request of Zhou King
Xiangwang.

During 12th year reign of Qin Mugong, i.e., 648 BC, Guan Zhong of Qi passed
away.

Around 648 BC, when Jinn had a drought-related famine, Qin, against the
proposal of Pi-bao in attacking Jinn, would dispatch ships with grains to Jinn,
passing from Qin capital of Yong to Jinn capital of Jiang(4). Two years later, Qin
had a famine, but Jinn refused to lend grains, and moreover attacked Qin in 645
BC. Qin Lord Mugong and Pi-bao fought against Jinn army at a place called Han-
yuan in September. (See The Battle Of Han-Yuan). When Mugong saw Yiwu and
his horse trapped in the mud, Mugong intended to capture Yiwu. But Jinn army
came to aid Yiwu and encirlced Mugong. Three hundred 'yeren' (countryside
people) solders, who were spared death by Mugong for eating good horses as
meat, would rush to rescue Mugong, and moreover captured Yiwu. When
Mugong intended to sacrifice Yiwu for Lord Highhess, i.e., Heaven, Zhou court
came to petition for mercy, and Mugong's wife would beg for mercy for his
brother (Yiwu). Mugong released Yiwu in November for sake of frustrating Jinn
ministers' attempt to erect Yiqu's son as new Jinn lord.

Yiwu, upon return to Jinn, killed Qingzheng who refused to rescue him during
the prior war, surrendered 8 cities to the west of Yellow River to Qin, and sent
his son (Zi-yu) to Qin as a hostage. Yiwu, fearing that Prince Chong'er might
stir trouble, sent an assasin to Di statelet and forced Chong'er into fleeing to Qi
after a stay of 12 years with Di people. Qin gave Zi-yu a royal family girl for
marriage.

In 642 BC, Qi Huangong passed away. Around 641 BC, Qin exterminated Liang
and Rui statelets. (Zi-yu's mother was the daughter of Liang-bo, and hence Zi-
yu was angry with Qin.) Another two years later, Jinn Prince Zi-yu fled the Qin
capital, without taking his Qin wife, when he heard that his father was getting
ill. Zi-yu's wife did not report his fleeing to Qin court but refused to follow Zi-
yu. Jinn Lord Yiwu passed away the next year, i.e., in 637 BC, and Zi-yu was
enthroned as Jinn Huaigong (r. 637-636 BC). Zi-yu killed a minister called Hu-
tu for not recalling his two sons from Chong'er enrourage. Qin Lord Mugong,
hating Zi-yu for his fleeing home, would retrieve ex-Jinn Prince Chong'er from



Chu, and further gave ex-wife of Zi-yu to Chong'er. In 636 BC, Qin Mugong, with
500 chariots, 2000 cavalry, and 50,000 field soldiers, escorted Prince
Chong'er to Jinn capital to become Jinn Lord Wengong (r. 636-628 BC), and
Chong'er sent an assasin to have Zi-yu (Jinn Lord Huaigong) killed at Gaoliang.
At the age of 62, Chong'er returned to Jinn after an exile of 19 years.

In 639 BC, during the 13th year reign of King Xiangwang, Zheng Principality
attacked Hua-quo fief for its defection of loyalty to Wey Principality. (Hua-guo
fief was of Lord Huangdi's surname and it was subservient to Jinn and Zheng. It
was later exterminated by Qin Principality.) When King Xiangwang sent two 'da
fu' ministers to mediate on behalf of Hua-guo, Zheng Lord Ligong imprisoned
the two ministers for his unhappiness over Zhou King Xiangwang's bestowing
gifts on Lord of Guo Fief. Against the advice of a minister called Fuchen (who
said that Zhou court had enjoyed protection from Zheng for past four
generations), King Xiangwang campaigned against Zheng Principality in
collaboration with Rong-di barbarians in 637 BC. King Xiangwang, to show his
favor for Rong-di, took in the daughter of Rong-di ruler as his queen. But in
the next year, King Xiangwang abandoned queen of Rong-di origin, and the
Rong-di came to attack Zhou court as a revenge. In the autumn of 636 BC, the
brother of Zhou King Xiangwang, Shu-dai, hired the Di barbarians in attacking
the Zhou court. King Xiangwang fled to Zheng. When Rong-di sacked Zhou
capital, King Xiangwang fled to Zheng. Shu-dai was made the king, and Shu-dai
took over King Xiangwang's Rong-di queen as his concubine. Rong-di hence
moved to live next to Zhou capital. Rong-di extended their domain as eastward
as the Wey Principality.

Chong'er, at the age of 17, possessed five tutors: Zhao Shuai, Huyan Jiufan
(uncle-in-law), Jia Tuo, Xian Zhen, and Wei Wu-zi. (Later, one follower, by the
name of Jie Zi-tui, went to the mountains to be a hermit instead of accepting
Chong'er awards. Jie might have perished after Jinn lord burnt the mountain to
force him out of hermitage.) At Di statelet, he was given a Jiuru-Chidi (Gaoru-
Chidi) woman of Kui surname; and a sister of the woman married with Zhao
Shuai and later bore Zhao Dun. After staying in Di statelet for 12 years,
Chong'er was forced into an exile tour of various Zhou vassals. Passing through
Wey, Chong'er was mistreated by Wey Wengong and left Wey. At Wey land of
Wulu, Chong'er begged for food from peasants who poured mud into the food.
At Qi, Chong'er was given a royal girl and twenty carts for marriage. Chong'er
stayed in Qi for five years, and under the collusion of Zhao Shuai, Huyan Jiufan



and Qi wife, Chong'er was fed a lot of wine and carried out of Qi capital in
intoxicated status. Chong'er wife had asked him to think more about recovering
his country than staying stuck with a woman for life and doing nothing good.
Passing through Cao statelet, Chong'er was mistreated by Cao Gonggong, but
received assistance from a Cao minister. Passing through Song, Chong'er was
received by Song Xianggong in the rituals of a lord. (Song Lord Xianggong was
17th generation grandson of Song Duke Wei-zi, and Song Xianggong died of an
arrow wound incurred during the Battle Of Hong-shui.) Passing through Zheng
statelet, Chong'er was mistreated by Zheng Wengong. At Chu, Chong'er was
given vassal treatment by Chu King Chengwang. When Qin retried Chong'er, Chu
King escorted Chong'er with big gifts to Qin. Qin gave Chong'er 5 royal family
girls, including Zi-yu's wife. At the age of 62, Chong'er retruned to Jinn after an
exile of 19 years. When two ministers (Lii Sheng and Qie Rui) planned to rebell
against Jinn Wengong, an eunuch, Liiti, who previously tried to assasinate
Chong'er twice, informed Chong'er of the plot. Chong'er received the assiatance
of Qin Mugong in having the rebels killed over the river. Qin Mugong dispatched
3,000 soldiers as Jinn Wengong's bodyguards.

In 635 BC, King Xiangwang sought help with Qin/Jinn. This is during Jinn
Wengong's 2nd year reign. Qin Mugong led an army against Shu-dai and reached
the Yellow River during the spring. Zhao Shuai advised that Jinn Wengong
should aid Zhou court, too, and Qin-Jinn armies killed Shu-dai in April of the
year. King Xiangwang conferred onto Jinn Lord the title of Count and the land
of Yangfan or 'he nei' (pronounced as He-rui in ancient Chinese to mean the
winding section of the Yellow River or equivalent 'Hanoi' in Vietnamese for the
meaning of the innerside of the Yellow River, i.e., northern Henan Province
where Yellow River flows to the east with a 90 degree turn).

In 633 BC, Chu led its vassals on a siege of Song. Xian Zhen advised Jinn
Wengong that Jinn should aid Song as requital. Huyan proposed that Jinn
attack Chu's two allies, i.e., Cao and Wey. Jinn dispatched three columns of
army, with Qie Hu in the middle, Huyan in charge of the upper column, and
Luan Zhi the lower column. In 632 BC, Jinn Wengong was refused a path by Wey
for attacking Cao. Then, Jinn crossed the river elsewhere and attacked both Cao
and Wey, taking over Wulu in Jan of 632 BC. In Feb, Jinn and Qi made an
alliance at Wey land, and refused Wey's request for being a member. When Wey
lord intended to ally with Chu, Wey ministers ousted him. Chu was defeated for
aiding Wey. Jinn then sieged Cao. In March, Jinn took over Cao capital but



spared a Cao minister's home as a requital for the early help during Chong'er
exile. Chu then lay a siege of Song. Jinn Wengong intended to attack Chu to
help Song, but he was hesitant since Chu king had given him a lot of favor
before. Xian Zhen proposed that Jinn capture Cao-bo and divide Cao & Wey land
for sake of Song so that Chu would release Song to aid Cao/Wey. Hence, Chu
army withdrew the siege of Song capital.

Chu General Zi-yue adamantly insisted on a fight with Jinn, and Chu King
allocated less soldiers. Jinn have Chu da fu Wan-chun retained under custody to
anger Zi-yue and Jinn privately made peace with Cao/Wey for sake of making
them defect to Jinn. Hence, Zi-yue was angered into a fight, and Jinn retreated
three times as a fulfillment of promise that Chong'er made to Chu king while
duirng exile stay at Chu. In April, Song-Qi-Qin-Jinn armies had a campaign
against Chu at Chengpu (a Wey city), burnt Chu army for days, and defeated
Chu at the Battle of Chengpu. (See The Battle Of Chengpu). (Zi-yue was ordered
to commit suicide by Chu king later.) Zhou King Xiangwang personally went to
Jinn camp to confer Marquisdom onto Jinn Wengong, and Jinn made a
convenience palace of the king. Zheeng, seeing Chu defeat, went to ally with
Jinn. In May, Jinn sent Chu prisoners to Zhou court. Zhou king dispatched da fu
Wang Zi-hu to Jinn, conferred o' (Count) onto Jin Wengong, and offered royal
arrows/bows and 300 royal guards to Jinn. Wang Zi-hu held an assembly of
vassals. In June, Jinn restored Wey lord. In the winter, Jinn In the winter of
632 BC, Jinn Lord Wengong assembled vassals at a place called Wen (near
Zhengzhou, Hena Prov) and called on the Zhou king to have a hunting party.
Jinn restored Cao lord. Jinn first devised three columns of armies, with Xun
Linfu in charge of the middle column, Xian Hu the right column, and Xian Mie
the left column.

In 630 BC, Jinn Wengong wanted to punish Zheng for not helping him while he
was in exile years ago, and Jinn Wengong sought help from Qin. Jinn/Qin lay a
siege of Zheng and forced a Zheng minister to commit suicide. But Jinn refused
to back off. Zheng dispatched Zhu Zhi-wu to Qin Mugong and successfully
pursuaded Qin into a withdrawal. Qin left three da fu and a small army at the
north gate of Zheng. Jinn withdrew army, too.

Two years later, 628 BC, Jinn Wengong passed away. Zheng-bo, the lord of
Zheng, also died. A Qin da fu at the north gate of Zheng sent a message to Qin
Mugong, stating that Zheng could be taken over by a surprise attack. This



would be during the 24th year reign of Zhou King Xiangwang. Qin Mugong,
against the advice of Jian Shu and Baili Xi, dispatched Mengmingshi (Baili Xi's
son), Xigishu (Jian Shu's son), and Baiyibin on a long distance campaign
against Zheng. Baili Xi and Jian Shu were reprimanded for crying for their sons
before the march, and the two old men said to their sons that Qin might suffer
defeat at Xiao'er (Xiaoshan Mountain). In Dec of 627 BC, when Qin army passed
through the front of the north gate of Zhou capital, Wangsun Man, still a kid at
the time, commented that Qin army lacked respect for Zhou court and would for
sure lose the war. At a place near Hua-guo, a Zheng merchant, by the name of
Xuan Gao, donated his 12 buffalos to Qin army by pretending to do so under the
order of Zheng lord. Three Jinn generals were surprised to know that Zheng had
advance knowledge of the Qin attack, stopped at the Hua-guo Fief, and
exterminated Count Hua's fief instead. Hearing of Qin attack on Hua-guo of Ji
surname, Jinn Wengong's son, Jinn Xianggong (r. 627-621)), in the spring of
627 BC, sent an army to have Qin army ambushed at Xiao'er. Three Qin generals
were captured, while their soldiers were all killed. Jinn Wengong's dowager wife
requested with Jinn Xianggong to have the three guys released. Jinn Wengong
later changed mind when Xian Zheng objected to the release, but Xian Zhen
failed to chase the three guys who had been inside ship crossing the river. Qin
Mugong wore mourning clothing and received the three generals at the
outskirts of the Qin capital.

In 626 BC, Chu Prince Shang Chen assassinated his father King Chu Chengwang.
Two years after Xiao'er defeat, in 625 BC, Qin Mugong dispatched Mengmingshi
on another campaign against Jinn. Meantime, Qin Lord Mugong began to
conquer the Western Rong tribes. Qin Lord Mugong began his expansion by
attracting talents around China. Earlier, he played a trick to trade with Chu
Principality for Baili Xi at the price of 5 sheep skins, claiming that Baili Xi was
wanted for a crime in Qin Principality. Baili Xi was titled 'Five Sheep Da Fu'.
Baili Xi later recommended his best friend, Jian Shu, for the position as a prime
minister. Qin Mugong sent a minister disquised as a merchant on a trek to the
Song Principality for Jian Shu. Qin Mugong's emissary, Gongzi Zhi, found Jian
Shu in the countryside of Song and invited him over to Qin Court. Jian Su was
titled 'Shang Da Fu', i.e., highest Dafu.

Qin Mugong heard of the fame of a talent called You Yu who deserted the Jin
(Jinn) Principality for the Xirong (Western Rong) nomads, and he played a trick
of dissension and managed to hire over this person when Xi-rong sent You Yu to



Qin as an emissary. Qin Mugong and You Yu had an exchange of opinions on
China's system, law, music/rituals and the lack of such things in Xi-rong
Statelet. You Yu rebutted the dilapidation of China's systems and laws that
occurred after Huangdi and commented that Xi-rong had reached governance
without knowing a sophisticated system via their king's self-perfection into a
saint and that Xi-rong did not have to undergo the patricides and usurpations
as Chinese did. Qin Mugong deliberately retained You Yu for one year while he
sent some beauties and music to Xi-rong King as gifts. When You Yu went back
to Xi-rong, Xi-rong king was indulgent in women and music. Hence, You Yu
deserted Xi-rong for Qin at several invitations of Qin Mugong.

In 624 BC, Qin Mugong dispatched Mengmingshi against Jinn again. Qin armied
burned their ships after crossing the river, and defeated Jinn and captured one
of their outskirts palaces. Then, Qin armies crossed river at Maojin and buried
Qin soldier's bodies at Xiao'er. Qin armies mourned for three days at Xiao'er, and
Qin Mugong again expressed regrets about not taking the advice of Jian Shu
and Baili Xi. The next year, in 623 BC, Jinn counter-attacked Qin and took over
Xincheng.

In 623 BC, Qin Mugong, using You Yu as a guide, campaigned against the Xirong
nomads and conquered the Xirong Statelet under their lord Chi Ban. Once Chi
Ban submitted to Qin, the rest of Western Rong nomads in the west
acknolwedged the Qin overlordship. Qin Mugong would conquer altogether a
dozen (12) states in Gansu-Shaanxi areas and controlled the western China of
the times. Zhou King dispatched Duke Zhaogong to congratulate Qin with a gold
drum.

In 622 BC, Jinn's ministers, Zhao Shuai (Zhao Shuai-cheng-zi), Luan Zhi (Luan
Zhen-zi), Jiuji Zifan and Huobo, all passed away. Zhao Dun assumed Zhao
Shuai's post. Lord Qin Mugong passed away in 621 BC, and 177 persons were
buried live, including three Ziche brothers who, being distinguished ministers,
had at one time promised to live and die with Qin lord together during a
banquet. Historians commented that Qin could not campaign to the east
because their best ministers were buried as funerial objects. Qin Mugong's son,
Kanggong, succeeded the throne.

Jinn Lord Xianggong died in 621 BC, too. This would be during the 31st year
reign of Zhou King Xiangwang.



Jinn Minister Zhao Dun sought for Jinn Lord Xianggong's brother (Yong) for
Jinn Lord. Yong was born by the mother of Qin royal heritage and lived in Qin
land. Qin sent Yong to Jinn and arrived at a place called Linghu, east of the
river. At this time, Jinn had decided to select Jinn Xianggong's son as their
lord. Zhao Dun attacked Qin at Linghu for sake of stopping Yong from coming
back to Jinn, and Qin retreated with Zhao Dun's emissaries (Sui Hui and Xian
Mie). The second year, Qin counter-attacked Jinn and took over Wucheng city.

In 619 BC, King Xiangwang passed away.

Zhou King Qingwang (Ji Renchen, reign 618-613 B.C.)

In 617 BC, Jinn attacked Qin and took over Shaoliang; Qin counter-attacked
Jinn. Two years later, i.e., 615 BC approx, Qin Kanggong attacked Jinn and took
over Jima. Jinn Linggong ordered Zhao Chuan, Zhao Dun and Qie Que on a
counter-attack and defeated Jinn at He-qu (winding area of Yellow River). The
next year, i.e., 614 BC approx, six prominent ministers of Jinn managed to have
their general Wei Shouyu pretend to surrender to Qin; when Sui Hui came to see
Wei Souyu, Jinn would have Sui Hui captured and brought back to Jinn.

King Qingwang passed away in 613 BC after a reign of only 6 years. In this year,
Chu King Zhuangwang (r. BC 613-591) was enthroned.

Zhou King Kuangwang (Ji Ban, reign 612-607 B.C.)

Zhou ministers, Duke Zhougong (Yue) and Wangsun Su had disputes. Jinn
dispatched Zhao Dun and 800 chriots to Zhou court, and Zhou King Kuangwang
was selected.

In 611 BC (i.e., 16th year of Lu Lord Wengong), Yong-guo of today's
northwestern Hubei Prov, a vassal who had participated in Zhou King Wuwang's
campaign against Shang Dyansty in 12th cent BC, would rally numerous
barbarian statelets against Chu Principality. Chu was defeated seven times and
had at one time planned to relocate their capital. Chu King sought alliance with
Qin, Ba-guo of Sichuan Prov and other barbarian statelets and exterminated
Yong-guo statelet.

In 609 BC approx, Qi Lord Yigong (r. BC 612-609) was assasinated. Qin
Kanggong was succeeded by his son, Qin Gonggong (r. BC 608-604) who was



enthroned next for 5 years.

In 607 BC, Jinn Lord Ligong had previously tried to assasinate Zhao Dun several
times and caused Zhao Dun into fleeing the country. Ligong used bows to shoot
people and killed his cook and other servants at random. An assasin, Chu Mi,
committed suicide by bumping his head against a tree near Zhao Dun's house.
When Ligong released a dog to bite Zhao Dun, a cook (who was previously saved
from hunger by Zhao Dun) would fight off the dog. Zhao Dun's brother, Zhao
Chuan, killed Ligong at Daoyuan Garden (i.e., Peach Garden) and sent a
messenger to recall Zhao Dun. Zhao Dun dispatched Zhao Chuan to the Zhou
court and then retrieved Jinn Xianggong's brother as Jinn Lord Chenggong (r.
BC 606-600).

Zhou King Kuangwang passed away after a reign of only 6 years. His brother, Ji
Yu, was selected as the king.

Zhou King Dingwang (Ji Yu, reign 606-586 B.C.)

During the first year, i.e., 606 BC, Lord Chu Zhuangwang campaigned northward
against the Luhun-rong barbarians. Luhun-rong barbarians, according to Hou
Han Shu, had relocated to northern China from ancient Gua-zhou prefecture of
Gansu Prov. Alternatively speaking, per ancient scholar Du Yu, Luhun-rong
barbarians, with clan name of Yun-shi, originally dwelled to the northwest of
Qin and Jinn principalities, but Qin/Jinn seducingly relocated them to Yichuan
area (i.e, Xincheng, Henan Prov) during the 22nd year reign of Lu Lord Xigong
(r. BC 659-627), i.e., in 638 BC. Luhun-rong remnants were later known as Ma-
shi where the surname of 'Ma' was said to have mutated from the word 'man(2)'
for barbarians.

When passing through Luoyi (Luoyang), Lord Chu Zhuangwang inquired about
the nine bronze ding or cauldrons of the Zhou court, which was a sign of
usurpation in the eyes of the Zhou court. Zhou King Dingwang dispatched a
minister, Wangsun Man, to the Chu camp to disuade Chu Zhuangwang from an
attempt at seeing the bronze cauldrons. (This episode would be termed
'inquiring about cauldrons'.)

In 606 BC, Jinn attacked Zheng for betraying Jinn. Two years later, in 604 BC
approx, Chu attacked Zheng for betraying Chu for Jinn. Jinn came to the relief
of Zheng. Qin Gonggong died in 604 BC.



Lao-zi or Li Dan was born in 604 B.C.

Three years later, in 601 BC approx, Jinn defeated, captured and killed one Qin
general by the name of 'Chi'. In 600 BC, Jinn Chenggong competed against Chu
for hegemony by calling an assembly of vassals at Hu(4), and Chen refused to
attend for fearing Chu. Jinn Chenggong dispatched Zhongxing Huanzi against
Chen statelet as well as rescued Zheng from Chu attack. Jinn defeated Chu. Jinn
Chenggong (r. BC 606-600) died in 600 BC. Two years later, in 598 BC, Chu
attacked Chen because a Chen minister killed their lord one year ago. The next
year, in 597 BC, Chu King Zhuangwang (r. BC 613-591) lay siege on Zheng, and
Count Zheng surrendered to Chu army. Jinn dispatched three armies led by
Xunlinfu, Sui Hui and Zhao Suo to the relief of Zheng. Before crossing the
Yellow River in June, Zheng had surrendered to Chu. Chu defeated Jinn. In 595
BC, Jinn attacked Zheng for surrendering to Chu. Chu Zhuangwang defeated
Zheng, and went north to defeat Jinn on the bank of Yellow River. The next
year, Chu attacked Song, and Song requested help with Jinn. Chu Zhuangwang
held a hegemony assembly of Zhou vassals. In 593 BC, Jinn dispatched Sui Hui
against the Chi-di statelet and exterminated it. Chu Zhuangwang passed away
in 591 BC. Jinn attacked Qi, and Qi sent in a prince as a hostage.

Another two years, Qi attacked Lu; Lu requested help with Wey. Jinn sent 800
chariots, with Qie Ke, Luan Shu and HaanJue in charge, against Qi, defeated Qi
Qinggong (r. BC 598-582) during the summer and pursued Qi back to their
statelet. In this year, Chu minister Shen'gong Wuchen fled to Jinn with a Chu
king's concubine.

The next year, in 588 BC, Qi lord went to Jinn and proposed that Jinn Jinggong
be the king. Jinn Jinggong declined it, but he re-organized his armies into six
columns in the same fashion as Zhou court. One year later, Lu lord Chenggong
(r. BC 590-573) went to Jinn, but he betrayed Jinn later because Qi did not
respect him. Jinn attacked Zheng in this year. In 586 BC, earthquake ocurred.

Zhou King Jianwang (Ji Yi, reign 585-572 B.C.)

In 584 BC, Jinn and Wu began to ally against Chu. In 583 BC, the Zhao Tong
and Zhao Gua families were exterminated in Jinn principality. In 580 BC, Jinn
Lord Ligong had an alliance meeting with Qin Lord Huan'gong across the Yellow
River. However, Qin Lord Huan'gong tore apart the alliance agreement after



returning home, and then cooperated with Di barbarians in attacking Jinn. Two
years later, Jinn led vassals against Qin, pursued Qin to Jing River and captured
a Qin general by the name of Chengchai.

In spring of 575 BC, Zheng betrayed Jinn for Chu. Jinn minister Luan Shu
proposed a war with Chu. Jinn Ligong personally led troops across the river in
May. Against the advice of Fan Wen-zi, Jinn Ligong fought with Chu, shot at the
eye of Chu king, and defeated Chu King Gongwang (r. BC 590-560) at the Battle
of Yanling (a place in southeastern Zheng). Chu General Zi-fan, who previously
caused Chu king in killing Shen'gong Wuchen family, would be killed by Chu
king.

During the 13th year reign of King Jianwang, Jinn Lord Ligong was killed by
Luan Shu and Zhongxing Yan, and Jinn dispatched emissaries (led by a Zhi
family member) to the Zhou court to retrieve Zi-zhou as Lord Daogong. Jinn
Lord Daogong would attack Zheng in the autumn of 572 BC and reached Chen
statelet.

Zhou King Lingwang (Ji Xiexin, reign 571-545 B.C.)

In 562 BC, Jinn Ligong commented that Wei-zi (Wei Jiang) had big
contributions in assembling vassals 9 times and pacifying Rong/Di. In this year,
Qin rescued Zheng from Jinn Lord Daogong's attack at Yangdi County, Henan
Prov.

In 559 BC, Jinn Lord Daogong ordered that his six ministers assemble vassals
and campaigned against Qin. Jinn pursued Qin across the Jing-shui River. In
558 BC, Jinn Lord Daogong inquired about governance with his blind-musician,
Shi Kuang.

In 557 BC, Jinn attacked Qi. Qi Linggong (r. BC 581-554) retreated with the
advice of Yan Ying. Jinn sieged Linzi and burnt city walls, and went as east as
Jiao and as south as Yi on Shandong Peninsula.

In 552 BC, Lu Lord Xianggong (r. BC 572-542) came to Jinn court. Jinn minister
Luan Cheng (Luan Shu's grandson) fled to Qi.

Confucius [Kong-zi] was born in 551 BC, i.e., 21st year of Zhou King Lingwang
or 22nd (?) year of Lu Lord Xianggong.



In 550 BC, Qi Zhuanggong (r. BC 553-548) escorted Luan Cheng back to Jinn
and almost sacked the Jinn city of Jiang. Fan Xian-zi advised against Jinn
Pinggong's suicide attempt, fought off Luan Cheng, and killed him near Quwo.
Luan family was exterminated. Qi took over Chaoge and then retreated. In 548
BC, Cui Zhu assasinated Qi Zhuanggong, and Jinn defeated Qi at the Battle of
Gaotang. In 544 BC, a Wu prince came to Jinn and commented to Zhao Wen-zi,
HaanXuan-zi and Wei Xian-zi that 'Jinn governance will lie in the hands of you
three families."

Zhou King Jing(3)-wang (Ji Gui, reign 544- 520 B.C.)

After the death of King Jing(3)-wang, three princes fought each other for the
throne. Jinn people attacked Prince Zi-chao who killed elder prince Meng
earlier. Prince Meng was made King Daowang posthumously. Jinn people erected
Prince Gai as King Jing(4)-wang.

In 541 BC, Chu prince assassinated his father to become Chu King Lingwang (r.
BC 540-529). In 538 BC, Chu King Lingwang assembled "hegemony meeting" at
Shen (Nanyang, Henan Prov). Qin Jinggong passed way during the 40th year
reign, i.e., 537 BC. In 536 BC, Jinn campaigned against Yan. Jinn Pinggong died
in 532 BC.

529 BC, Chu prince assassinated Chu King Lingwang and became Chu King
Pingwang (r. BC 528-516). In 526 BC, Chu King Pingwang sought Qin royal
family girl for his son's wife, but Chu King Pingwang later took in Qin girl as his
own concubine.

Jinn Qinggong (r. BC 525-512) was enthroned in 525 BC. Six prominent families
of Jinn, Haan, Zhao, Wei, Fan, Zhongxing & Zhi, began to overpower Jinn court.
(I deliberately spelled Han?2 as Haan here.)

In 522 BC, Chu Elder Prince Jian fled to Zheng where he was killed. Wu Zixu fled
to Wu after his father and brother were arrested and later put to death by the
Chu king.

In 520 BC, Zhou King Jingwang died. Six ministers of Jinn went to Zhou court
and quelled internal prince turmoils. Zhou King Jing4-wang was selected.



Six Jinn prominent families began to attack each other for control of Jinn. Jinn
and Qin had peace for this time period.

Zhou King Jing(4)-wang (Ji Gai, reign 519-477 B.C.)
In 517 BC, the Ji(4) family of Lu drove Lu Lord Zhaogong (r. BC 541-510) away
from the capital.

When Prince Zi-chao still opposed King Jing(4)-wang, Jinn Principality led
various vassals on a march to the Zhou court during the 4th year reign of King
Jing(4)-wang. Prince Zi-chao hence acknowledged himself as a minister, but he
would rebel again during the 16th year reign of King Jing(4)-wang. King
Jing(4)-wang fled to Jinn court and would not return till Jinn Lord Dinggong
escorted him back to the throne the next year. Prince Zi-chao fled to Chu
Principality. King Jing(4)-wang moved his capital to Chengzhou city.

In 515 BC, Wey and Song petiitoned with Jinn to have Lu Lord Zhaogong
restored. Ji Ping-zi bribed Fan Xian-zi, and Fan said to Jinn Qinggong that the
Ji(4) family of Lu had no fault.

He-lu became the Lord of Wu Principality in 514 BC. Sun Wuy, i.e., Sun Tzu or
Sun Zi (535 B.C.-?), began to assist He-lu.

In 514 BC, 6 families of Jinn exterminated Jinn royal relatives, i.e., the families
of Qi-xi-sun and Shu-xiang-zi. Two years later, Jinn Qinggong died.

In 506 BC, Wu King He-lu and Wu Zixu attacked Chu. Wu defeated Chu at the
Battle of Yuzhang. Chu King Zhaowang (r. BC 515-489) fled to Sui Fief; Wu army
occupied Chu capital; Wu Zixu dug up the dead body of Chu Pingwang (r. BC
526-516) and lynched it; and Chu Minister Shen Baoxu went to seek help with
Qin and cried for seven days and nights. Qin Lord Aigong hence dispatched Zi
Pu & Zi Hu, with 500 chariots, to Chu in 504 BC. Qin army defeated Wu army at
Junxiang. Chu King Zhaowang returned to the capital.

King of Wu Fu-Chai (?-473 BC ?) defeated King of Yue Gou-jian in 494 BC (?). In
482 BC, Jinn Dinggong competed with King Wu Fu-chai for hegemony at
Huangchi. Yue King Gou-jian attacked Wu by taking advantage of Fu-chai's
absence from his country, and Wu secretly made peace with Gou-jian to prevent
vassals from hearing about Wu defeat back at home. Zi Lu (Zhong You), i.e.,



Confucius's student, was killed in 480 BC (?).

Zhen-zi (505 - 436 BC ?) was born in 505 BC (?). Mo-zi (Mo Zhai, 480-390 BC ?)
was born in 480 BC (?). [Scholar Liang Qichao claimed that Mo-zi was born in
early years of Zhou King Dingwang (Ji Jie, reign 468-441 B.C.) and died in the
middle of Zhou King Anwang (Ji Jiao, reign 401-376 B.C.) Mo-zi was from the
country of Xiao-zhu-guo [i.e., small spider totem country] which, also known as
"gentlemen country", was later exterminated by Lu Principality in 325 BC (?).
Mencius had high regards for the school of thoughts propogated by Yang Zhu &
Mo-zi.

In 481 BC, Qi minister Tian Chang assassinated his lord Qi Jian'gong. Kong-zi
(Confucius) stopped the recording of Chun Qiu (i.e., Springs and Autums) in 481
B.C., two years before his death. Confucius passed away in 479 BC. In 478 BC,
King Jing(4)-wang passed away.

Zhou King Yuanwang (Ji Ren, reign 476-469 B.C.)
In 475 BC, Jinn Dinggong died, and his son would be Jinn Lord Chugong (r. BC
474-457). Zhan Guo or Warring States time period began to count.

King of Yue, Gou-jian, who had undertaken secretive preparations and defeated
Wu in 482 BC, would launch another attack at Wu Principality in 475 BC. Fu-
chai had caused his best minister, Wu Zixu, to commit suicide. (Wu Zixu, the
junior son of an ex-Chu official, had earlier sought asylum with Wu and then
asked Wu King in successfully attacking Chu Principality. Wu Zixu was famous
for his exile stories as well as digging up Chu King's dead body for lynching.)
Gou-jian sieged the Wu capital for 3 years, and by 473 BC (?), and King of Wu
Fu-Chai committed suicide. Zhou King Yuanwang upgraded Gou-jian's title to
Count from viscount. Fan Li left Yue for Qi, saying to another Yue minister,
Zhong, that he should retire to avoid the purge fate by citation that hunters ate
their running dogs after dogs caught the rabbits.

King Yuanwang passed away after a reign of eight years.

Zhou King Zhendingwang (Ji Jie, reign 468-441 B.C.)
Qin Principality attacked Dali-rong barbarians in 461 BC and took over Dali-rong
capital.



In 458 BC, Zhi-bo colluded with Zhao-Haan-Wei families in dividing the land of
Fan and Zhongxing. Jinn Chugong planned to petition for help with Qi/Lu in
restricting the 4 families. The four families hence attacked Jinn Chugong, and
Chugong died on the road to Qi. Zhi-bo selected the great grandson of Jinn
Zhaogong as Jinn Aigong (r. BC 456-439 ?). Zhi-bo became the main minister
governing Jinn and controlled the land that belonged previously to the families
of Fan and Zhongxing.

In 456 BC, Jinn took over the city of Wucheng.

In 453 BC, three Jinn prominent families (three separate states of Han(2), Zhao,
and Wei)), under Zhao Xiang-zi, Haan Kang-zi and Wei Huan-zi, destroyed an
opponent called Zhi-bo and split Zhi-bo's ex-Jinn land into three parts. Zhi-bo's
son, Zhi Kai, fled to Qin in 452 BC.

In 444 BC, Qin Lord Ligong attacked Yiqu-rong barbarians in the areas of later
Qingzhou and Ningzhou and captured the Yiqu-rong king. In 443 BC, Sun
eclipse ocurredand Qin Lord Ligong died and was succeded by Qin Lord Zaogong.

Zhou King Aiwang (Ji Quji, reign 441-441 B.C.)
King Aiwang was killed by his brother after a reign of three months.

Zhou King Siwang (Ji Shu-xi, reign 441-440 B.C.)
King Siwang was killed by his junior brother after a reign of five months.

Zhou King Kaowang (Ji Wei, reign 440-426 B.C.)
In 439 BC, Jinn Aigong died, and Jinn Yougong (r. 438-421 BC ?) was erected as
a puppet. Jinn held only the cities of Quwo and Jiang.

King Kaowang had a reign of 15 years. King Kaowang conferred the land south
of the Yellow River onto his brother (Ji Jie) for sake of continuing Archduke
Zhougong's officialdom. Ji Jie would be Lord Xizhou Huangong where Xizhou
meant for 'Western Zhou'. Since King Jing(4)-wang moved his capital to
Chengzhou city, the official Zhou court would be called Dongzhou or 'Eastern
Zhou'.

Lord Xizhou Huangong would be succeeded by his son, Lord Xizhou Weigong.
Lord Xizhou Weigong's son would be Lord Xizhou Huigong. During the 2nd year



reign of later Zhou King Xianwang, i.e., 367 B.C., Lord Xizhou Huigong made his
son, Ji Ban, the so-called Lord Dongzhou Huigong for sake of supporting the
official Zhou court at the old capital of Luoyang. Lord Dongzhou Huigong's son,
i.e., Lord Dongzhou Wugong would be destroyed by Qin Principality. Note that
Zhou Kingdom now possessed a king in Chengzhou, an eastern duke (Lord
Dongzhou) in Luoyang, and a western duke (Lord Xizhou) in the land south of
the Yellow River.

Chu Principality eliminated Lu Principality in 431 B.C.(?) Yiqu-rong barbarians
counter-attacked Qin in 431 BC (?). Qin Lord Zaogong's brother, Huangong,
succeeded in 430 BC (?).

Zhou King Weiliewang (Ji Wu, reign 425-402 B.C.)

During the 23rd year of Zhou King Weiliwanges reign, i.e., 403 B.C., the nine
bronze utensils had vibrations. King Weiliewang conferred Marquisdom onto
three Jinn statelets, Han-Zhao-Wei, i.e., Wei Si, Zhao Ji, and HaanQian. 'Zhan
Guo' or Warring States time period started. History book 'Zi Zhi Tong Jian' record
of history started in this year. The next year, King Weiliewang passed away and
Chu King Shengwang was killed by a robber.

Zhou King Anwang (Ji Jiao, reign 401-376 B.C.)
King Anwang passed away after a reign of 26 years. King of Chu made Wu Qi the
prime minister (384 BC ?).

Zhou King Liewang (Ji Xi, reign 375-369 B.C.)

King Liewang dispatched his civil and military officials to Qin Principality to
show harmony. A Zhou chronicle official (Dan) went to see Qin Lord Xiangong
and mentioned a necromency note that Qin and Zhou had a fate of re-union and
that Qin would produce a hegemony lord (i.e., Qin Lord Xiaogong) within 17
years. King Liewang passed away after a reign of ten years, and his brother
succeeded him.

Meng-zi (Mencius, 372-289 BC ?) was born in 372 BC (?). Zhuang-zi (Chuang
Tzu, 369-286 BC ?) was born in 369 BC (?).

Zhou King Xianwang (Ji Bian, reign 368-321 B.C.)
King Xianwang, during his 5th year reign, had congratulated Qin Lord
Xiangong. During his 9th year reign, i.e., 360 BC, King Xianwang dispatched his



civil and military officials as well as 'royal bestowal meat' to Qin Lord Xiaogong.
Shang Yang (?-338 B.C.) served Qin beginning from 361 BC. Qin made Xian'yang
the capital and instated agriculture-related tax system in 350 BC and farming
soldier rules. During King Xianwang's 25th year reign, Qin assembled all vassals
on the Zhou domain. During King Xianwang's 33rd year reign, i.e, 336 BC, Zhou
court congratulated Qin King Huiwang. Su Qin persuaded six principalities into
an alliance to fight the Qin in 334 BC (?). Qin defeated Wei Principality in 333
BC (?). In 333 B.C, Zhou court dispatched the civil and military officials to Qin
court to show respect. Zhang Yi (?-309 B.C.) served Qin Kingdom in 329 B.C.(?)
During King Xianwang's 44th year reign, i.e., 325 B.C., Qin King Huiwang
officially proclaimed himself a king. All vassals, Han-Wei-Qi-Zhao, followed suit
by claiming to be kings as well.

Zhou King Shenjingwang (Ji Ding, reign 320-315 B.C.)
King Shenjingwang passed away after a reign of 6 years. Qin eliminated the Shu
Kingdom in 316 B.C.(?)

Chu, Zhao, Han, Wei and Yan failed in their attack on Qin. Qi executed Su Qin,
and made Zhang Yi the prime minister (317 BC ?).

Zhou King Nanwang (Ji Yan, reign 314-256 B.C.)

King Nanwang relocated his capital westward to Xizhou, i.e., the land south of
the Yellow River, from Chengzhou in the east. Xizhou land would be where Duke
Wugong (i.e., Xizhou-jun) dwelled. Xizhou-jun had more power and prestige
than Zhou King Nanwang. This time period showed the pace of conquest picking
up and the ultimate emergence of Qin as the hegemony. Qi Lord Xuan'gong
eliminated the Yan in 314 B.C.(?) and Yan Lord Zhaowang was selected as lord
of Yan in 312 B.C.(?) Xun-zi (Hsun Tzu, 300-230 B.C.?) was born in 300 BC (?).

When Xizhou-jun's elder son died, Chu Principality would give up some land to
Prince Jiu of Xizhou-jun for sake of making Jiu the crown prince of Xizhou-jun.
In 307 BC, Qin attacked Haan(2) land of Yiyang city. Chu came to the aid of
Haan(2). Zhou court sent relief to Haan as well. Chu mis-took Zhou court as
having sided with Qin and hence attacked Zhou court. A minister by the name
of Su Dai went to Chu camp and explained the intricacies of the relationship
between Zhou court and Qin-Chu statelets. When Qin tried to borrow a path
from Xizhou-jun for sake of attacking Haan(2), a minister suggested that
Xizhou-jun dispatched some hostages to Chu so that Qin would worry about



Chu-Zhou alliance. When Qin King invited Xizhou-jun for a state visit, Xizhou-
jun sent someone to Haan for sake of having Haan send troops to Nanyang;
then, Xizhou-jun made a pretext to Qin saying that he could not make the trip
because Haan troops had invaded the Nanyang area. When the two Zhou fiefs,
Xizhou and Dongzhou, fought each other, Haan sent troops to aid Xizhou but
was disuaded from doing so by Dongzhou. When Chu army lay a siege of Yangdi
for three months, Haan sought for weaponry and grains from Dongzhou.
Dongzhou-jun dispatched Su Dai to Haan and successfully pursuaded Haan's
prime minister from burdening Dongzhou; Su Dai claimed that Chu army must
be ill for not taking Yangdi after three months and that Haan would show its
illness should Haan have to appropriate weaponry and grains from Dongzhou.

Prince Mengchang-jun served the Qin in 299 B.C.(?) Prince Xinling-jun rescued
the Zhao from the Qin attack. A Chu minister, by the name of Qu Yuan (343-289
B.C.), committed suicide by jumping into the Mi-Lou River. (Qu Yuan was a
descendant of the son Xia of Chu King Wuwang and obtained the family name
from the fief of 'Qu'.)

After Qin General Bai Qi successfully defeated Haan-Wei armies, a Zhou minister,
Su Li, fearing that Bai Qi would pose a threat to Zhou court, would go to see Bai
Qi in 281 BC and successfully pursuaded Bai Qi into claiming sickness to Qin
King: Su Li told Bai Qi that he could not afford to lose a battle and forfeit his
past glorious military records should Bai Qi lose his campaigns against Wei
Principality. In 273 BC, Qin army took over Hua'yang from Wei (Liang).

Tian Dan re-established the Qi in 279 B.C.(?).

Fearing the Qin encroahment, a Zhou minister (Ma Fan) went to see Wei (Liang)
King and pursuaded Wei from sending soldiers to Zhou for sake of guarding the
Zhou court. Ma Fan, to balance off Wei's threat to Zhou court, then went to see
Qin King and asked Qin send troops to the border areas to check the Wei (Liang)
armies. In 270 BC, when Qin intended to attack Zhou court, a minister somehow
disuaded Qin from launching an attack on the pretext that should Qin attack
Zhou, there would be nothing to gain since Zhou domain was small and vassals
would all defect to Qi in the east as a result of fear for Qin.

Qin General Bai Qi defeated the Zhao in the Battle of Changping in 260 B.C.(?)
and buried alive all Zhao prisoners of war.



In 257 BC, three Jinn statelets, Haan-Zhao-Wei, made an alliance against the
Qin attack and Zhou court mediated over this war. In 256 BC, Qin took over
Yangcheng (today's Yangcheng, Shanxi Prov) city of Haan Principality. Xizhou-
jun, breaking peace treaty with Qin, allied with various vassals against Qin and
marched out of Longmen Gorge area to cut off Qin armies in Yangcheng. Qin
King Zhaowang got enraged and attacked Xizhou. Xizhou-jun (Duke Wugong)
went to Qin camp to make an apology and surrendered his 36 cities and 30,000
population. Qin set free Xizhou-jun thereafter.

When both Xizhou-jun (Duke Wugong) and Zhou King Nanwang passed away,
the Zhou people fled to the east. Qin retrieved the nine bronze utensils from
the Zhou court and shipped them to Xian'yang. Qin relocated Xizhou-jun's son,
Duke Xizhou Wengong, to a place near Luoyang of Henan Prov. An ancient
scholar claimed that Zhou court had a domain of seven counties at the time of
its demise: Henan, Luoyang, Gucheng, Pingyin, Yanshi, Gong, and Koushi
(Yanshi, Henan Prov). After the death of Zhou King Nanwang, there was no king
for 35 years, till Qin reunited China. 7 years later, Qin King Zhuangxiangwang
exterminated Dongzhou fief. (Zhan Guo Ce mentioned the name of Zhou-wen-
jun as the lord of Dongzhou fief at the time of its demise.)

The Zhou family heritage would not ensue till Han Emperor Wudi located a Zhou
heir (Ji Jia) during the 4th year of the Yuanding Era (i.e., 113 BC) and
conferred a title of Zhou-zi-nan-jun, over 90 years after the Zhou demise. Han
Emperor Yuandi, during the 5th year of the Chuyuan Era (i.e., 48 BC), had
conferred the Marquisdom onto the grandson of Ji Jia. Han Emperor Pingdi
upgraded the title to 'Duke Zheng', and Latter Han Emperor Guangwudi
conferred the title of 'Duke Wey' onto the Zhou heir.

Spring & Autumn

In Shang and early Zhou times, there Map linked from

are two seasons on record, spring and http: //www.friesian.com/
autumn. Confucius, who wrote the first

private annals in history, had adopted

the name "Chun-Qiu" (i.e., "Spring &




Autumn") for his 18,000 character book
which had a span of 242 years about
the history of the Lu Principality, from
Lord Lu Yingong (BC 722) to Lord Lu
Aigong (BC 481).

Scholars claimed that various
principalities had compiled their royal
chronicles entitled "Spring & Autumn".
However, only Lu Principality's version
had survived as a result of Confucius'
editing as well as Zuo Qiuming's version
of Zuo-shi Chun-qiu Zhuan (i.e., Zuo
Zhuan).

the Spring & Awbhumn
’ 1 Period 0

Zhou's royal house, after it relocated to today's Luoyang, declined in its power
as well as prestige. Major powers among the subordinate statelets or
principalities asserted their status by proclaiming successively the slogan of
'‘Aiding Zhou Royal House By Policing Those Rulers Who Conducted Patricides'.
The five hegemon marquis or dukes of the Spring and Autumn Period

Despite the dynasty's decline, Zhou endured for another five and half centuries
as a result of power checking among the competing statelets or principalities.
Petty city-states were swallowed by bigger powers during the process, though.
By the end of the Spring and Autumn Period (771-401 BC), China was left with
about 10 states that would soon evolve into 7 states, called the 'Seven Strong
Nations' of the Warring States (401 BC and 221 BC).

Warring States
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In 473 B.C., The Wu Principality was annexed by Yueh.

Chu Principality exterminated Yueh in 344 B.C. and Lu Principality in 249 B.C.
Qi annexed the state of Song in 286 B.C.

Qin exterminated the Zhou Dynasty in 256 B.C.

The years between 401 BC and 221 BC were known as the Warring States Period.
Unlike the Spring and Autumn Period, warlords were keen on destroying each
other instead of the old tradition of maintaining royal lines should some fiefs or

principalities be overthrown by rivals. At the early times of the Warring States
Period, ten states battled for supremacy. Soon, seven statelets were left, and



that would be Qin, Chu, Haan Zhao, Wei, Yan and Qi.

A new class would be born during this time period: the speculators who were
attracted to various princes or kings of the statelets or principalities. Most
famous would be the "Four Grand Princes", namely, Prince Xinling-jun, Lord of
Wei; Prince Mengchang-jun, Lord of Qi; Prince Pingyuan-jun, Lord of Zhao; and
Prince Chunshen-jun, Lord of Chu.

Major Wars & Campaigns

The Battle of Ruge (707 BC) - Zhou Kingdom versus Zheng

Zhou King Huanwang (Ji Lin, reign 719-697 B.C.) was not respectful to the
Zheng Count. During the fifth year of Huanwang's reign, Count Zheng, without
Zhou court's approval, had exchanged the royal veneration site of Xu-tian' (near
today's Xuchang, Henan) for another patch of land from Lu Principality. Xu-tian
was the place given to Duke Zhougong by King Chenwang, and later Zhou court
used this land for venerating Mount Taishan. (Count Zheng's ancestor would be
the brother of King Xuanwang, Ji You, and King Xuanwang conferred Ji You the
land of Zheng as Zheng Lord Huangong.) During the 13th year of his reign, King
Huanwang campaigned against Zheng Principality, but incurred an arrow wound
in the hands of a Zheng general by the name of Zhu Dan. This would be called
the Battle of Ruge in 707 BC. Zhou court had rallied very little support during
the campaign, and Zhou prestige was said to have been gone by that time.

The Battle of Han-yuan ( 645 B.C.) - Qin vs Jinn

After the death of Jinn Lord Xiangong, Li-ji's son, Xiqi, was erected, but a
minister (Li'ke) killed Xiqi; after minister Xunxi erected another cousin of Xiqi
(Dao-zi), Li'ke killed the new lord and Xunxi, consecutively. Li-ji was killed on
the streets. Li'ke first sought for Prince Chong'er, but Chong'er declined. Li'ke
then went to Prince Yiwu. Jinn Prince Yiwu sought for help from Qin Lord
Mugong in escorting him to the throne at Jinn, with a promise of seceding to
Qin 8 cities to the west of Yellow River. Qi Huangong sent forces to help Yiwu as
well, and Qi forces stopped marching at Gaoliang. Yiwu ate his words, and killed
Li'ke instead of conferring him the land of Fengyang. Yiwu's emissary to Qin, Pi-
zheng, being afraid of returning to Jinn to receive the same fate as Li'ke, would



incite Qin Lord Mugong in having Jinn Prince Chong'er replace Yiwu. Pi-zheng
was killed upon returning to Jinn, and his son (Pi-bao) fled to Qin.

Around 648 BC, when Jinn had a dry weather related famine, Qin, against the
proposal of Pi-bao to attack Jinn, would dispatch ships with grains to Jinn,
passing from Qin capital of Yong to Jinn capital of Jiang(4). Two years later, Qin
had a famine, but Jinn refused to lend grains, and moreover attacked Qin in 645
BC. Qin Lord Mugong and Pi-bao fought against Jinn army at a place called Han-
yuan in September. When Mugong saw Yiwu and his horse trapped in the mud,
Mugong intended to capture Yiwu. But Jinn army came to aid Yiwu and
encirlced Mugong. Three hundreds 'yeren' (countryside people) solders, who
were spared death by Mugong for eating good horses, would rush to rescue
Mugong, and moreover captured Yiwu. When Mugong intended to sacrifice Yiwu
for Lord Highhess, i.e., Heaven, Zhou court came to petition for mercy, and
Mugong's wife would beg for mercy for his brother (Yiwu). Mugong released
Yiwu in November for sake of frustrating Jinn ministers' attempt to erect Yiqu's
son.

The Battle of Chengpu (632 B.C.) - Song-Qi-Qin-Jinn vs Chu

In 633 BC, Chu led its vassals on a siege of Song. Xian Zhen advised Jinn
Wengong that Jinn should aid Song as requital. Huyan proposed that Jinn
attack Chu's two allies of Cao and Wey. Jinn dispatched three columns of army,
with Qie Hu in the middle, Huyan in charge of the upper column, and Luan Zhi
the lower column. During Jinn Wengong's 5th year reign, i.e., in 632 BC, Jinn
Wengong was refused a path by Wey for attacking Cao. Then, Jinn crossed the
river elsewhere and attacked both Cao and Wey, taking over Wulu in Jan of 632
BC. In Feb, Jinn and Qi made an alliance at Wey land, and refused Wey's request
for being a member. When Wey lord intended to ally with Chu, Wey ministers
ousted him. Chu was defeated for aiding Wey. Jinn then sieged Cao. In March,
Jinn took over Cao capital but spared a Cao minister's home as a requital for the
early help during Chong'er exile. Chu then lay a siege of Song. Jinn Wengong
intended to attack Chu to help Song, but he was hesitant since Chu king had
given him a lot of favor before. Xian Zhen proposed that Jinn capture Cao-bo
and divide Cao & Wey land for sake of Song so that Chu would release Song to
aid Cao/Wey. Hence, Chu army withdrew the siege of Song capital.

Chu General Zi-yue adamantly insisted on a fight with Jinn, and Chu King



allocated less soldiers. Zi-yue sent an emissary (Wan-chun) to Jinn in request
for restoration of Cao/Wey. Xian Zhen proposed that Jinn have Chu da fu Wan-
chun retained under custody to anger Zi-yue and that Jinn privately made
peace with Cao/Wey for sake of making them defect to Jinn. Hence, Zi-yue was
angered into a fight, and Jinn retreated three times as a fulfillment of promise
that Chong'er made to Chu king while duirng exile stay at Chu. In April, Song-
Qi-Qin-Jinn armies had a campaign against Chu at Chengpu (a Wey city), burnt
Chu army for days, and defeated Chu at the Battle of Chengpu. (Zi-yue was
ordered to commit suicide by Chu king later.) Zhou King Xiangwang personally
went to Jinn camp to confer Marquisdom onto Jinn Wengong, and Jinn made a
convenience palace of the king. Zheng, seeing Chu defeat, went to ally with
Jinn. In May, Jinn sent Chu prisoners to Zhou court. Zhou king dispatched da fu
Wang Zi-hu to Jinn, conferred 'bo' (Count) onto Jin Wengong, and offered royal
arrows/bows and 300 royal guards to Jinn. Wang Zi-hu held an assembly of
vassals. In June, Jinn restored Wey lord. In the winter of 632 BC, Jinn Lord
Wengong assembled vassals at a place called Wen (near Zhengzhou, Hena Prov)
and called on the Zhou king to have a hunting party. Jinn restored Cao lord.
Jinn first devised three columns of armies, with Xun Linfu in charge of the
middle column, Xian Hu the right column, and Xian Mie the left column.

The Battle of Xiaoshan (627 B.C.) - Jinn vs Qin

The Battle of Yuzhang (508 B.C.)- Wu vs Chu

The Battle of Boju (627 B.C.) - Wu vs Chu (506 BC)

The Battle of Guiling (354 B.C.) - Qi versus Wei on behalf of Zhao
The Battle of Maling (342 B.C.) - Qi versus Wei on behalf of Haan
The Battle of Changping ( B.C.) - Qin vs Zhao

The Battle of Handan ( 262 B.C.) - Qin vs Zhao

Demise 0f Zhou Kingdom



Qin Principality, under Qin King Zhaoxiangwang, continued wars against its
neighbors, Wei & Zhao principalities. Duke Wugong of Zhou Kingdom, i.e.,
Xizhoujun, colluded with the other principalities. In 264 B.C., Qin army
attacked Zhou Kingdom, and Zhou King Nanwang personally went to Qin army,
bowed his head, and surrendered 36 cities and 30,000 people to Qin. The next
year, Zhou people fled to the east. Qin acquired nine bronze untensils of Zhou
Kingdom, supposedly embodiment of the ancient Nine Prefectures of China as
decribed in Yu Gong (Lord Yii's Tributes). On the way of being shipped to
Xian'yang, Qin's capital, one of the nine untensils fell into River Sisui and never
ever was recovered again. When Xizhou-jun colluded with various marquis for
sake of restricting Qin's expansion, Qin King Zhuangxiangwang sent his prime
minister, Lu Buwei, to attack Zhou capital and relocated Zhou king and Xizhou-
jun to today's Liangxian County, Henan Province. Zhou Kingdom officially ended
in this year, 256 BC, after Zhou King Nanwang was on the throne for 59 years.
In this year, both Duke Wugong of Zhou Kingdom (Xizhoujun) and Zhou King
Nanwang passed away.

The wars of conquest already took place. In 473 BC, the Wu Principality was
annexed by Yue (Yiieh). Chu Principality exterminated Yue in 344 BC and Lu
Principality in 249 BC. Qi annexed the state of Song in 286 BC. And, Qin
exterminated the Zhou Dynasty in 256 BC. Qin Lord Zhuangxiangwang became
the king of the Qin in 249 BC (?). Shihuangdi (259-210 BC ?) became King of
Qin in 246 BC.

Unification of China

The wars for unifying China now fell to the shoulder of Ying Zhen (Emperor
Shihuangdi). At this time, Qin already took over today's Sichuan Province and
the land between Sichuan and Shenxi Province and named it Nan Jun (Nanjun
or Southern Commandary). Qin also took over the two Zhou fiefs and named the
area San Chuan Jun (Three River Commandary), and the land of Taiyuan, Shanxi
Province and made them into Shangdang, Taiyuan and Hedong commandaries.
Shihuangdi gained power at the age of 13. Lii Buwei would be responsible for all
political and military matters of Qin court for the 13 years in between.

In 244 BC, General Meng Ao grabbed 13 cities from Haan Principality. In 242 BC,
Meng Ao grabbed 20 cities from Wei Principality and set up Dong-jun (East)
Commandary. In 241 BC, a five statelet joint army attacked Qin. In 240 BC,
comet was observed in the sky. General Meng Ao died in this year. Qin Queen



Dowager (Zi-chu's mother) died as well. In 239 BC, Prince Chang'anjun (Cheng
Jiao), while under order to attack Zhao Principality, rebelled against his half
brother Qin King. Eunuch Lao-Ai (Marquis Changxin-hou) rebelled in 238 BC and
got quelled by Qin's prime ministers (Prince Changping-jun and Prince
Changwen-jun, all princes of Chu Principality), with two sons (Shihuangdi's half
brothers) ordered killed by throwing them onto the ground in bags. Li Buwei
was deprived of his post and titles for being implicated to Lao-Ai. A Qi person,
by the name of Mao Jiao, somehow pursuaded Shihuangdi into welcoming his
birth mother back from banishment.

One legalist, Li Si, would play a role in Shihuangdi's political belief. Li Si once
stopped Qin King from driving non-Qin people out of Qin capital. In face of
allied attacks by various principalities, a person called Liao from Daliang
(today's Kaifeng) would propose to Qin King to sow dissension among various
principalities via bribing the ministers of the principalities. At one time, Liao
fled Qin as a result of fearing for his life because he thought that Qin King,
with long eyes and leopard voice, was ferocious and might someday kill him.
Qin King caught Liao and conferred him the title of 'wei', equivalent to
commander-in-charge. (Liao was hence referred to as ‘Wei-liao'.) In 236 BC,
General Wang Jian was ordered to attack Shanxi Province. In 235 BC, Li Buwei
died. His thousand followers were reprimanded by Qin King for mourning for Lii
Buwei's death. In 234-233 BC, Qin army attacked Zhao. Haan(2) King sent his
prince, Hanfei-zi, to Qin. Hanfei-zi (Haan Fei Zi), who admired the works of
Shang Yang, was the prince of the state of Haan. When Hanfei-zi came over to
Qin, his classmate, Li Si, would plot to have Qin King retain Hanfei-zi. Hanfei-zi
was later killed by Li Si out of envy for the favor that Shihuangdi had shown to
Hanfei-zi. Haan(2) King requested for vassalage with Qin. In 232 BC, Qin
attacked Haan Principality again. Earthquake was recorded in this year. In 231
BC, both Haan and Wei surrendered some of their lands to Qin. In 230 BC, Haan
was converted into Yinchuan Commandary and Haan King An surrendered to
Qin. Earthquake was recorded again this year.

In a series of campaigns between 230 to 221 B.C., Qin, unified China and
founded the Qin Empire in 211 B.C. From 230-221 BC., Qin Emperor Shihuangdi
crushed Haan, Zhao, Wei, Yen, Chu, and Qi one by one. In 230 BC, Haan King An
surrendered. In 239 BC, General Wang Jian attacked Zhao. In 228 BC, Zhao King
Qian surrendered. Qin King went to Handan, Zhao's capital and killed all those
Zhao people who offended Ying Zhen while he was a hostage in Zhao. In this



year, Qin King's birth mother died. One Zhao prince, Jia(1), went to the ancient
Dai Prefecture and declared himself King of Dai. Prince Jia allied with Yan
Principality. In 227 BC, Prince Yan, Dan, sent an assasin called Jing Ke to kill
Qin King. Jing Ke, who borrowed the head of ex-Qin defector general Fan Yugqi,
brought along a teenage called Qin Wuyang as his assistant. Jing Ke hid a knife
inside the maps of Yan Principality and attempted to assasin Qin King while he
was showing the maps, but Qin King somehow escaped alive. (Prince Dan of Yan
Principality once served as a hostage in Zhao capital and hence he was a
childhood pal of Qin King.) Qin King sent General Wang Jian to attack Yan as a
retaliation. In 226 BC, General Wang Ben, son of Wang Jian, took over Beijing
and killed Prince Yan. General Wang Jian retired. In 225, General Wang Ben
attacked Wei Principality and flooded Kaifeng. In this year, Wei King Jia(3)
surrendered. In 224 BC, General Wang Jian was recalled for attacking Chu. Chu
King Fu-Chu surrendered. Chu General Xiang Yan erected Prince Changpingjun
as the new Chu King and counter-attacked Qin south of the Huai River. In 223
BC, General Wang Jian and General Meng Wu defeated Chu and killed
Changpingjun. General Xiang Yan committed suicide. In 222 BC, General Wang
Fen pursued Yan King who fled to the east Liaoning Province. Yan King Xi
surrendered. On the way back, General Wang Ben attacked King of Dai, Jia, and
captured him. Meanwhile, General Wang Jian went on to conquer the Yue land
and set up Kuaiji Commandary. In 221 BC, Qi King Jian closed off the border
with Qin. General Wang Ben went to attack Qi and Jian surrendered.

During the 26th year of his reign, by 221 BC, Shihuangdi completed the
unification of China and he established the so-called 'Jun-Xian System', namely,
commandary-county system, at the advice of his prime minister, Li Si (Li Szu).
Shihuangdi rezoned his country into 36 commandaries in lieu of conferring
dukes and kings to his sons.



QIN DYNASTY

Qin's ancestor could be traced to Bo Yi (aka Da-fei) under Lord Shun. Bo Yi's
father was called Da-ye (Gaoyao). Da-ye was born by Nii-xiu who swallowed the
egg of a sparrow, while Nii-xiu, in turn, was a descendant of Lord Zhuanxu. The
story of sparrow totem shows that the ancestors of Qin people belonged to the
so-called Dong-yi or Eastern Yi people. Bo Yi (aka Dafei) was in charge of
mountains and lakes, and he assisted Lord Yu (Da Yu or Yu the Great) in
mastering the floods. Because of the contributions in mastering the floods, Bo
Yi was conferred the family name of 'Ying', with the water sign as a part of the
character. Qin's ancestors, together with Shang people, belonged to the 'Yi'
group of people who had previously relocated to the western China from the
eastern part of China. Similar to Zhou founder, Qin's ancestors had emerged
from the barbaric West to become the ruler of China. In both cases, they
discarded the Rong & Di(2) customs and adopted the rituals of the central China
of the time.

Bo Yi had two sons bearing the clan names of Niaosu-shi and Fei-shi. The
character 'niao' meant for bird, and it further validated the claim that Qin
people were bird-totem Eastern Yi people. One of the Fei-shi descendants would
be called Fei Chang, and Fei Chang defected from Xia and assisted Shang
Dynasty founder in defeating the last Xia lord, Jie, at a place called Mingtiao.
One of the Niaosu-shi descendants, 'xuan sun' or the son of great grandson,
would be called Zhongyan who was said to have bird-like mouth and hands.
Zhongyan's 'zeng sun' or great grandson would be called Xuxuan (aka 'Rong
Xuxuan' by Marquis Shenhou); Xuxuan's son would be called Zhongjue.
Zhongjue's son would be Feilian.

By the end of Shang Dynasty (16th-1066 BC), Feilian and his elder son Wu Lai
(also pronounced E'lai or Wulai), served as the hatchetmen for the last Shang
Lord Zhouwang. Wu Lai was executed by the founder of Zhou Dynasty (1066-256
BC). Feilian was guarding northern post for Shang Dynasty; hearing of Shang
King Zhouwang's death, he would come back to Shang capital to mourn last
Shang lord. Then, he would go to the mountains east of the Yellow River where



he obtained a stone coffin. Feilian then bore another son, Ji Sheng. The great
grandson of Ji Sheng, Meng Zhen, was hired by Zhou King Chengwang. Meng
Zhen's grandson, Zao Fu, was assigned to the land of later Zhao Principality by
Zhou King Muwang (r. 1002-947 BC). The place was called Zhaocheng city. Zao
Fu was responsible for driving Zhou King Muwang on his western tour of Kunlun
Mountains where Muwang met 'Xi Wang Mu', i.e., Queen Mother of the West.
When there was a rebellion at home, Zao Fu would drive King Muwang back, one
thousand Chinese mile within one single day (which was disputed as
unrealistic). Zao Fu's descendants would be the ancestors of later Zhao
Principality that was split from the Jin (Jinn) Principality. (Below, I deliberately
spelled Jin(4) into Jinn for sake of distinction from Jurchen Jin(1). Jin(4) is
spelled Tsin in Wade-Giles.)

Among Wu Lai's descendants would be someone called Rufang; Rufang bore
Panghao; Panghao bore Taiji; and Taiji bore Daluo. Daluo's son would be Fei Zi
(Fei-zi). They were offered residency in the same city as Zhaocheng, and hence
they carried the same last name as their kinsmen, 'Zhao'. Fei Zi (Fei-zi) lived in
a place called Quangiu (a place near Fufeng? of Shenxi Prov or Tianshui? of
Gansu Prov), and he was good at raising horses around the Wei-shui River.
Marquis Shenhou, whose daughter married Daluo, somehow pursuaded Zhou
King Xiaowang into bestowing the last name of 'Ying' on Daluo descendant for
sake of pacifying or controlling the Western Rong people. (This shows the
influence of Daluo descendants in this barbaric area.) Marquis Shenhou was
quoted to have mentioned to Zhou King Xiaowang that his ancestor had married
their woman to 'Rong Xuxuan' where Rong meant for the barbarians and
'Xuxuan' was the great grandson of Zhongyan. (In the eyes of Marquis Shenhou,
Qin people might be equivalent to the 'rong' people.) Shi Ji was ambiguous
about Daluo descendant in this section: Interpretation would be that Daluo had
another son born with Marquis Shenhou's daughter, called 'Cheng'; Fei-zi, not
Cheng, was conferred the ancestral name of 'Ying'. Some scholar pointed out
that Marquis Shenhou deliberately asked Zhou King Xiaowang to intervene in
Daluo's selection of a junior son as inheriting the Qin family line while kicking
out the senior son of Fei-zi as someone to adopt an ancient family name of
'Ying'. Later, the Daluo lineage, i.e., the descendants of 'Cheng', were all killed
by Rong barbarians. Note my general designation of 'Daluo descendants' below
in lieu of either Fei-zi or Cheng.

Qin Lord 'Qin Ying'



Zhou King Xiaowang conferred Daluo descendants the land of Qin (today's
Tiansui, eastern Gansu Prov) as a vassal; hence Daluo's son was known as 'Qin
Ying'. Qin became the vassal which was situated to the western-most part of
then China. History records that two more groups of people dwelled to the west
of Qin and Zhou Chinese, namely, the Western Rong nomads and the Yiieh-chih
people. (Qin ancestor tombs had been discovered in Li-xian county of Gansu
Prov, to the southwest of Tiansui.) Qin Ying bore Qin-hou; Qin-hou bore
Gongbo; Gongbo bore Qin-zhong (Qin Zhong).

Qin Lord 'Qin Zhong' (r. BC 845-822 ?)

Qin Zhong would be four generations from Qin Ying. When Zhou King Liwang
was ruling despotically, the Xi Rong (Xirong or Western Rong) people rebelled in
the west and killed most of the Daluo lineage. Zhou King Xuanwang got
enthroned when Qin Zhong was in his 18th year reign, and Xuanwang conferred
Qin Zhong the title of 'Da Fu' and ordered him to quell the Xirong. Qin Zhong
got killed by Xirong after being a ruler for 23 years.

Qin Lord Zhuanggong (r. BC 821-778 ?)

Qin Zhong's five sons, under the elder son (Qin Lord Zhuanggong), would defeat
Xirong with 7000 relief army from Zhou King. Qin Lord Zhuanggong hence
recovered the territories called Quangiu (i.e., Feigiu, the land of Da-luo) and
enjoyed Zhou court's conferral of the title of 'Xi Chui Da Fu', i.e., the 'Da Fu' on
the western border. Qin Lord Zhuanggong had a reign of 44 years. Siman Qian
commented that Qin Lord Zhuanggong began to revere Lord Highness, a sign of
usurpation, since only Zhou Kingdom was allowed to revere Lord Highness while
the vassals could only worship their ancestors.

Qin Lord Xianggong (r. BC 777-766) & Relocation 0f Zhou Court

Qin Lord Zhuanggong's senior son, Shifu, would swear that he would kill the
king of the Rong people to avenge the death of Qin Zhong before returning to
the Qin capital. Zhuanggong's junior son would be Qin Lord Xianggong (Ying
Kai) who assisted Zhou King Pingwang (reign 770-720) in cracking down on
both the Western Rong and the Dogggy Rong. Shifu was taken prisoner of war
by Xi Rong during the 2nd year reign of Qin Lord Xianggong and did not get
released till one year later.

During the 7th year reign of Qin Lord Xianggong, i.e., 771 BC, Doggy Rong
barbarians sacked Zhou capital and killed Zhou king at the invitation of Marquis



Shen (i.e., Shenhou). Ying Kai came to the aid of Marquis Shen after Marquis
Shen wrote four letters, i) to Ying Kai, 2) to Marquis Jinn (Ji Chou), iii) to
Marquis Wey (Ji He, Wey Lord Wugong, over 80 years old at the time), and iv) to
the son of Count Zheng, requesting for help in driving the Doggy Rong
barbarians out of Zhou capital, Haojing. Zhou King Pingwang (reign 770-720)
upgraded the rank of the son of Count Zheng to that of a marquis. Zhou King
Pingwang conferred Ying Kai the title of Count and the old Zhou land to the
west of Qishan and Feng (near today's Baoji and Xi'an areas) for the help in
relocating Zhou capital to Luoyang. Ying Kai began to exchange embassy with
other Zhou vassals. Within three years, Ying Kai drove off the Doggy Rongs and
retook the lands of Qishan and Feng. Ying Kai died during the 12th year of his
reign (766 BC) when he campaigned against the Rong at Qishan. (Scholar Fu
Sinian studied the bronze inscriptions, i.e., jin wen, from Zhou times and
concluded that the ancient five rankings of duke, marquis, count, viscount, and
baron did not conform with bronze inscriptions or classics such as Shang Shu or
Shi Jing. Fu Sinian stated that duke-gong, count-bo, viscount-zi, and baron-nan
were originally used within a royal family as rankings; governmentally, o' or
count was the leader of a conferred fief while 'hou' or marquis was for denoting
the vassal guarding border posts.)

Qin Lord Wengong (r. BC 765-716)

After Xianggong would be Qin Lord Wengong. Wengong, during his 3rd year
reign, had a hunting in east, and the next year, he selected Qishan area for
building a city as the capital. During his 13th year reign, Wengong began
chronicle recording, and during his 16th year reign, Wengong defeated Rong at
Qishan. Wengong would give the land east of Qishan back to Zhou court. During
his 20th year reign, three lineage (father's line, mother's line and wife's line)
exterminination law came into existence. Wengong passed away during the 50th
year reign, i.e., 716 BC. (I validated this year of Qin Wengong 44th year reign
being equivalent to Lu Lord Yingong first year, i.e., 722 BC) Siman Qian
commented that Qin began to converge with Zhou Chinese culture beginning
with Qin Lord Wengong.

Qin Lord Ninggong (r. BC 715-704)

After Wengong would be Qin Lord Ninggong, i.e., the grandson of Wengong.
Ninggong relocated to Pingyang, to the west of Qishan, during his 2nd year
reign. There would be one Xirong lord by the title of King Bo in a place called
‘Dang She', a mutation of the Shang Dynasty founder, 'Tang'(1). (Ancient



classics claimed that this group of people claimed heritage from Shang Tang and
used the ancient Shang capital name 'Bo' for the title of their Xi-rong king.
Ancient scholar Xu Guang claimed that 'Dang' should be pronounced as 'Tang'
for Shang founder, while 'She' was meant for Du-xian county. Huangfu Mi of Jin
Dynasty treated King Bo as a branch of 'Xi-yi' or Western Yi aliens.) Qin Lord
Ninggong would defeat King Bo and drove King Bo towards the Rong people
during the 3rd year reign, i.e., 713 BC. Ninggong conquered King Bo's Dang-shi
clan during the 12th year reign, i.e., 704 BC. Ninggong died this year and was
buried on Mount Xishan, i.e., Qinlingshan of Chencang.

Qin Lord Chu-zi (r. BC 703-698) & Qin Lord Wugong (r. BC 697-677)
Ninggong's elder son (Wugong) was deposed, and Chu-zi, the son of Ninggong's
junior son, was enthroned by three ministers at the age of 5. Chu-zi was killed
6 years later and Wugong was selected. About this time, Wugong campaigned
against 'Pengxan-shi Rong' and reached the foot of Huashan Mountain. Qin Lord
Wugong, during the 3rd year reign, i.e., 695 BC, exterminated the three
ministers and their three lineage families for killing Chu-zi. (Note: This year is
validated against the 17th year reign of Lu Lord Huan'qgong, r 711-694 BC.) At
Zheng Principality, a minister by the name of Gaoqumi killed his lord Zheng
Zhaogong. Qin Lord Wugong, during the 10th year reign, exterminated Gui-rong
(Shanggui of Longxi) and Ji-rong (Tiansui Commandary), and the next year,
exterminated Du-bo Fief (southeast of Xi'an), Zheng-guo Fief (Zhengxian
County) and Xiao-guo Fief (an alternative Guo Fief, different from the Guo
domain conferred by Zhou King Wenwang onto his brother Guo-shu). Xiao-guo
Fief was said to be a branch of the Qiang people.

During the 13th year reign, i.e., 685 BC approx, in conflict with 686 BC under
Zhou, Lu & Jinn records, Qi Lord Xianggong (r. 697-686 BC) was assassinated by
his ministers; Jinn exterminated the fief statelets of Geng, Huo and Wei;
another assasination in Qi would see Qi Lord Huan'gong (r. 685-643 BC)
selected.

Jinn Prince Quwo vs Jinn Marquisdom

In 679 BC, Jinn Prince Quwo became lord. Zhou King Xiwang (Ji Huqi, reign
681-677 B.C.) conferred Marquisdom onto Quwo Wugong after Jinn internal
power struggles settled down.

Quwo (today's Wenxi County, Shanxi Prov) was previously assigned to Marquis



Jinn Wenhou's brother by Marquis Jinn Zhaohou. For dozens of years, the
descendants of Quwo Jinn royal family and the Jinn Marquisdom were entangled
in a power struggle and assasinations of several Jinn marquis occurred.
Historians commented that Jinn turmoils derived from Quwo. Zhou King
Pingwang (Ji Yijiu, reign 770-720 B.C.) had dispatched Guo-gong against Quwo
when Zhuang-bo, head of Quwo, attacked Jinn capital after Marquis Jinn Er'’hou
(r 723-718 BC) died. Years later, the son of Quwo Zhuang-bo, who claimed to be
proxy Zhuang-bo (aka Quwo Wugong), would attack, capture and kill Marquis
Jinn Aihou (r 717-710 BC). When Quwo Wugong called Jinn Xiao-zi (r 709-706
BC), the son of Marquis Jinn Aihou, to Quwo and killed him, Zhou King
Huanwang (Ji Lin, reign 719-697 B.C.) dispatched Guo-zhong of Guo-guo
statelet against Quwo Wugong. A brother of Marquis Jinn Er'hou, Min-hou (r
706-679 BC), was made into the new Jinn lord.

In 703 BC approx, Song captured Zheng lord and erected a new Zheng lord. In
686 BC approx, a Qi minister (Guan Zhifu) killed Qi Xianggong. In 679 BC, Qi
Huan'gong became a hegemony lord.

During the 28th year reign of Jinn Min-hou (r 706-679), i.e., in 679 BC, Marquis
Jinn Min-hou was killed by Quwo Wugong. Zhou King Xiwang (Ji Hugi, reign
681-677 B.C.) conferred Marquisdom onto Quwo Wugong. Quwo Wugong called
himself Jinn Wugong and died two years later.

Jinn Quwo Wugong enthroned in 678 BC. This would be during the 20th year
reign of Qin Lord Wugong (r. BC 697-677), i.e., 678 BC, in conflict with 679 BC
under Zhou-Jinn-Lu-Qi records. (In another sense, Quwo Wugong killed Jinn
Minhou in 679 BC and did not count his first year reign till 678 BC) Qin Lord
Wugong passed away during the 21th year reign, i.e., 677 BC, and 66 persons
followed to his tomb as live burial.

Qin Lord Degong (r. BC 677-676) & His Three Sons: Xuan'gong, Chenggong
& Mugong

Qin Lord Degong got enthroned at the age of 33 and died after a reign of 2
years. Two fief lords, Rui-bo and Liang-bo, had come to pay respect during the
2nd year reign of Degong. Degong's elder son, Xuan'gong (r. BC 675-664),
enthroned next. In this year, i.e., 675 BC, Wey and South-Yan (Huazhou
Prefecture or Huatai) attacked the Zhou court; Zhou King Huiwang went into
exile; Prince Tui was enthroned as Zhou king. During the 3rd year reign, in 673



BC, Zheng-bo (Count of Zheng) and Guo-shu (lord of East Guo-guo Fief) killed
Tui and restored King Huiwang's throne.

Jinn Wugong's successor, Jinn Xian'gong (r. 676-651 BC), attacked Li-rong (Xi
Rong) barbarians during his 5th year reign, i.e., 672 BC approx, and captured a
Li-rong woman called Li-ji. Jinn Xian'gong took the advice of a minister
(Shiwei) and killed most of the princes from the deposed Jinn Marquisdom
lineage, and one such prince fled to Guo-guo statelet. Wars erupted between
Jinn and Guo-guo. Twelve years later, during Jinn Xian'gong 12th year reign,
i.e., in 665 BC approx, Li-ji born Xiqgi and then conspired to have Jinn
Xian'gong's elder princes deposed or killed, pushing Jinn into another round of
turmoils. Three Jinn princes, Shensheng, Chong'er, and Yiwu, were dispatched
to border cities, respectively. (Scholar Xu Zhuoyun analyzed Zhou's fief system
to have derived a conclusion that cities at Zhou times could be differentiated
into 'quo' for capital, 'yi' for 'fief', and 'tian' for countryside. Caiptal would be 'yi'
with ancestral oblation. Jinn border cities like Quwo is considered a normal 'yi'.)

The next year, Qin Xuan'gong (r. BC 675-664) defeated Jinn at Heyang. Qin
Xuan'gong died during the 12th year reign, i.e., 664 BC. In 664 BC, Qi Lord
Huangong destroyed the statelets of Shan-rong and Guzhu. (Guzhu was formerly
Zhu-guo Statelet, a vassal of ex-Shang dynasty.) A brother of Qin Xuan'gong
was enthroned as Qin Chenggong (r. BC 663-660). Rui-bo and Liang-bo came to
Qin court again. (Liang-guo fief was destroyed during 22nd year reign of Qin
Lord Mugong, r. BC 659-621.)

During 16th year reign of Jinn Xian'gong (r. 676-651 BC), i.e., in 661 BC approx,
Jin (Jinn) Principality eliminated Huo (Huozhou, Shanxi Prov), Wei and Geng
fiefdoms. Jinn Xian'gong built the city of Quwo for Prince Shensheng, conferred
General Bi-wan the domain of Wei and General Zhao Su the domain of Geng.
Shiwei advised Prince Shensheng to flee as Zhou King Wenwang's uncles did.
Jinn minister Po-yan advised against the conferral of Wei land onto Bi-wan. The
next year, in 660 BC, Prince Shensheng was ordered on a new campaign against
Dongshan-Chidi barbarians. Shensheng sought advice with Li'ke as to his crown
prince status.

Qin Chengong died during the 4th year reign, i.e., 660 BC approx, and another
brother was enthroned as Mugong, reign BC 659-621.



Zigzag With Rong & Di

Aside from the Rongdi Rong, Xirong, Jiangrong & Quanrong in northwestern
China, there were the Mountain Rongs in the northeast and Chang-Di barbarian
in Shandong. The Mountain Rongs went across the Yan Principality of Hebei
Province to attack Qi Principality in today's Shandong Province. 44 years later,
they attacked Yan. Around 664 BC, Yan-Qi joint armies destroyed the Mountain
Rong Statelet as well as the Guzhu Statelet. The story of 'old horses knew the
way home' would be about the joint army being lost after they penetrated deep
into the Rong land. Hence, Yan Statelet extended by 500 li to the northwest, in
addition to the eastward 50 li which was given by Marquis Qi to Count Yan for
his escorting Marquis Qi all the way into Qi Statelet. During the 16th year of
Zhou King Huiwang (reign 676-652), namely, 661 BC, the Chang Di barbarians
who were located near today's Jinan City of Shandong Province, under Sou Man,
attacked the Wey and Xing principalities. The Di barbarians, hearing of Qi army's
counter-attacks, embarked on a pillage in central China by attacking Wey and
Xing statelets. The Di barbarians killed Wey Lord Yigong (r. BC 668-660 ?) who
was notorious for indulging in raising numerous birds called 'he' (cranes), and
the barbarians cut him into pieces. A Wey minister would later find Yigong's
liver to be intact, and hence he committed suicide by cutting apart his chest
and saving Yigong's liver inside of his body.

In 649 BC, a half brother, by the name of Shu-dai, colluded with Rong and Di
barbarians in attacking Zhou King Xiangwang. (Rong-di barbarians had come to
aid Shu-dai as a conspiracy of Shu-dai's mother, dowager queen Huihou.) Over
20 years later, in 636 BC approx, the Rongdi nomads attacked Zhou King
Xiangwang (reign 651-619) at the encouragement of Zhou Queen who was the
daughter of Rongdi ruler. Jinn Principality helped Zhou King by attacking the
Rongs and then escorted the king back to his throne 4 years after the king went
into exile. After the defeat in the hands of Jinn, the Rongs moved to the land
between the west segment of the Yellow River loop or bend and the Luo River,
and two groups were known at the time, Chidi (Red Di) and Baidi (White Di).
(Note that ancient West Yellow River Bend is the same as today's East Yellow
River Bend. Ancient Yellow River Bend did not equate to today's inverse U-
shaped course with the North Bend lying inside Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, but the U-shaped Bend with South Bend in southern Shanxi Prov and
then a south-to-north turn in Hebei Province for exit into the sea.)

Qin Lord Mugong (r. BC 659-621)



In 659 BC, Qin Lord Mugong conquered Maojin-rong. During 19th year reign of
Jinn Xian'gong (r. 676-651 BC), i.e., in 658 BC approx, Jinn borrowed a path
from Yu-guo and attacked Xiangyang of Guo-guo.

During the 4th year reign of Qin Lord Mugong, i.e., 656 BC, Mugong was married
with the sister of Prince Shensheng of Jinn. In this year, Qi Lord Huangong
attacked Shaoling city of Chu.

During Jinn Xian'gong 21th year reign, i.e., in 656 BC approx, Li-ji conspired to
put poison into the meat Shensheng gave to his father; Li-ji pasted honey onto
her body to attract bees, asked Shensheng help her drive away the bees, and
then accused Shensheng of trying to take advantage of her. Shensheng fled to
Xincheng city and committed suicide. Jinn Lord Xian'gong (676-651 B.C.) hence
fell under the trick of his concubine (a Li-rong woman), and Prince Chong'e
(Chong Er, ?-628 BC) escaped to Di(2) Statelet in 655 BC. (Prince Chong Er's
birth mother was from Di barbarian.) In 655 BC, Jinn borrowed path from Yu-
guo again by sending Jinn Xian'gong's stallion as a gift. A Yu-guo minister,
Gong Zhiqi, advised against it, saying Yu-guo and Guo-guo were like lips and
teeth to each other. Gong Zhiqi led his whole family away from the Yu-guo.
Jinn Principality eliminated Guo and Yu statelets in the winter of 655 BC. Guo-
gong fled to Zhou court. Yu-gong and his minister Baili Xi were captured and
the stallion was found by Xunxi and delivered back to Jinn Xian'gong. During
Jinn Xian'gong 23rd year reign, i.e., in 654 BC approx, Jinn attacked Prince
Yiwu at Quwo land, and Yiwu fled to a different statelet, Shaoliang land, at the
advice of Ji-rui. Ji-rui said that should Yiwu flee to Di, Jinn would attack Di
because Chong'er was already there. Two years later, Jinn attacked Di, and Di
counter-attacked Jinn; hence, Jinn withdrew from their siege. Li-ji's brother
had a son called Dao-zi in this year.

In 651 BC, Qi Lord Huangong assembled Zhou vassals at Kuigiu.

The Battle Of Han-yuan

After the death of Jinn Lord Xian'gong (676-651 B.C.), Li-ji's son, Xiqi, was
erected, but a minister (Li'ke) killed Xiqi; after minister Xunxi erected another
cousin of Xiqi (Dao-zi), Li'ke killed the new lord and Xunxi, consecutively. Li-ji
was killed on the streets. Li'ke first sought for Prince Chong'er, but Chong'er
declined it. Li'ke then went to Prince Yiwu. Jinn Prince Yiwu sought for help
from Qin Lord Mugong (r. BC 659-621) in escorting him to the throne at Jinn,



with a promise of seceding to Qin 8 cities to the west of Yellow River. Qi
Huangong sent forces to help Yiwu as well, and Qi forces stopped marching at
Gaoliang after knowing Qin already delivered Yiwu, i.e., Jinn Huigong (r. 650-
637 BC).

Yiwu ate his words, and killed Li'ke instead of conferring him the land of
Fengyang as promised. Yiwu's emissary to Qin, Pi-zheng, being afraid of
returning to Jinn to receive the same fate as Li'’ke, would incite Qin Lord
Mugong in having Jinn Prince Chong'er replace Yiwu. Pi-zheng was killed upon
returning to Jinn, and his son (Pi-bao) fled to Qin.

In 649 BC, a half brother, by the name of Shu-dai, colluded with Rong and Di
barbarians in attacking King Xiangwang. (Rong-di barbarians had come to aid
Shu-dai as a conspiracy of Shu-dai's mother, ex-queen Huihou.) Jinn
Principality attacked the Rong to help the Zhou court. Shu-dai fled to Qi
Principality. Three years after the death of Qi Lord Huangong, Shu-dai returned
to Zhou court from Qi Principality at the request of King Xiangwang. During
12th year reign of Qin Mugong, i.e., 648 BC, Guan Zhong of Qi passed away.

When Jinn had a drought-related famine, Qin, against the proposal of Pi-bao to
attack Jinn, would dispatch ships with grains to Jinn, passing from Qin capital
of Yong to Jinn capital of Jiang(4). Two years later, Qin had a famine, but Jinn
refused to lend grains, and moreover attacked Qin in 645 BC. Qin Lord Mugong
and Pi-bao fought against Jinn army at a place called Han-yuan in September.
When Mugong saw Yiwu and his horse trapped in the mud, Mugong intended to
capture Yiwu. But Jinn army came to aid Yiwu and encirlced Mugong. Three
hundreds 'yeren' (countryside people) solders, who were spared death by
Mugong for eating good horses, would rush to rescue Mugong, and moreover
captured Yiwu. When Mugong intended to sacrifice Yiwu for Lord Highhess, i.e.,
Heaven, Zhou court came to petition for mercy, and Mugong's wife would beg
for mercy for his brother (Yiwu). Mugong released Yiwu in November for sake of
frustrating Jinn ministers' attempt to erect Yiwu's son.

Yiwu, upon return to Jinn, killed Qingzheng who refused to rescue him during
the prior war, surrendered 8 cities to the west of Yellow River to Qin, and sent
his son (Zi-yu) to Qin as a hostage. Yiwu, fearing that Prince Chong'er might
stir trouble, sent an assasin to Di statelet and forced Chong'er into fleeing to Qi
after a stay of 12 years with Di people. Qin gave Zi-yu a royal family girl for



marriage. During 18th year reign of Qin Mugong, i.e., 642 BC, Qi Huangong
passed away. Around 641 BC, Qin exterminated Liang and Rui statelets. (Zi-yu's
mother was the daughter of Liang-bo, and hence Zi-yu was angry with Qin.)
Three years later, Jinn Prince Zi-yu fled the Qin capital, without taking his Qin
wife, when he heard that his father was getting ill. Zi-yu's wife did not report
his fleeing to Qin court but refused to follow Zi-yu. Jinn Lord (Yiwu) passed
away the next year, i.e., in 637 BC, and Zi-yu was enthroned as Jinn Huaigong
(r. 637-636 BC).

Zi-yu killed a minister called Hu-tu for not recalling his two sons from Chong'er
enrourage. Qin Lord Mugong, hating Zi-yu for his fleeing home, would retrieve
ex-Jinn Prince Chong'er from Chu, and further gave ex-wife of Zi-yu to Chong'er.
In 636 BC, Qin Mugong, with 500 chariots, 2000 cavalry, and 50,000 field
soldiers, escorted Prince Chong'er to Jinn capital to become Jinn Lord Wengong
(r. 636-628 BC), and Chong'er sent an assasin to have Zi-yu (Jinn Lord
Huaigong) killed at Gaoliang.

Chong'er, at the age of 17, possessed five tutors: Zhao Shuai, Huyan Jiufan
(uncle-in-law), Jia Tuo, Xian Zhen, and Wei Wu-zi. (Later, one follower, by the
name of Jie Zi-tui, went to the mountains to be a hermit instead of accepting
Chong'er awards.) At Di statelet, he was given a Jiuru-Chidi (Gaoru-Chidi)
woman of Kui surname; a sister of the woman married with Zhao Shuai and bore
Zhao Dun. After staying in Di statelet for 12 years, Chong'er was forced into an
exile tour of various Zhou vassals. Passing through Wey, Chong'er was mistreated
by Wey Wengong and left. At Wey land of Wulu, Chong'er begged for food from
peasants who added mud into the food. At Qi, Chong'er was given a royal girl
and twenty carts for marriage. Chong'er stayed in Qi for five years, and under
the collusion of Zhao Shuai, Huyan Jiufan and Qi wife, Chong'er was fed a lot of
wine and carried out of Qi capital in intoxicated status. Chong'er wife had asked
him to think more about recovering his country than staying with a woman.
Passing through Cao statelet, Chong'er was mistreated by Cao Gonggong, but
received assistance from a Cao minister. Passing through Song, Chong'er was
received by Song Xianggong in a lord's rituals. Passing through Zheng statelet,
Chong'er was mistreated by Zheng Wengong. At Chu, Chong'er was given vassal
treatment by Chu King Chengwang. When Qin retried Chong'er, Chu King
escorted Chong'er with big gifts to Qin. Qin gave Chong'er 5 royal family girls,
including Zi-yu's wife. At the age of 62, Chong'er retruned to Jinn after an exile
of 19 years. When two ministers (Li Sheng and Qie Rui) planned to rebell



against Jinn Wengong, an eunuch, Liiti, who previously tried to assasinate
Chong'er twice, informed Chong'er of the plot. Chong'er received the assiatance
of Qin Mugong in having the rebels killed over the river. Qin Mugong dispatched
3,000 soldiers as Jinn Wengong's bodyguards.

In the autumn of 636 BC, the brother of Zhou King Xiangwang, Shu-dai, hired
the Di barbarians in attacking the Zhou court. King Xiangwang fled to Zheng. In
635 BC, King Xiangwang sought help with Qin/Jinn. This is during Jinn
Wengong's 2nd year reign. Qin Mugong led an army against Shu-dai and reached
the Yellow River during the spring. Zhao Shuai advised that Jinn Wengong
should aid Zhou court, too, and Qin-Jinn armies killed Shu-dai in April of the
year. Zhou King Xiangwang conferred onto Jinn the title of Count and the land
of Yangfan or 'he nei' (pronounced as He-rui in ancient Chinese to mean the
winding section of the Yellow River or equivalent 'Hanoi' in Vietnamese for the
meaning of the innerside of the Yellow River, i.e., northern Henan Province
where Yellow River flows to the east with a 90 degree turn).

The Battle 0f Chengpu

In 633 BC, Chu led its vassals on a siege of Song. Xian Zhen advised Jinn
Wengong that Jinn should aid Song as requital. Huyan proposed that Jinn
attack Chu's two allies, i.e., Cao and Wey. Jinn dispatched three columns of
army, with Qie Hu in the middle, Huyan in charge of the upper column, and
Luan Zhi the lower column. During Jinn Wengong's 5th year reign, i.e., in 632
BC, Jinn Wengong was refused a path by Wey for attacking Cao. Then, Jinn
crossed the river elsewhere and attacked both Cao and Wey, taking over Wulu in
Jan of 632 BC. In Feb, Jinn and Qi made an alliance at Wey land, and refused
Wey's request for being a member. When Wey lord intended to ally with Chu,
Wey ministers ousted him. Chu was defeated for aiding Wey. Jinn then sieged
Cao. In March, Jinn took over Cao capital but spared a Cao minister's home as a
requital for the early help during Chong'er exile. Chu then lay a siege of Song.
Jinn Wengong intended to attack Chu to help Song, but he was hesitant since
Chu king had given him a lot of favor before. Xian Zhen proposed that Jinn
capture Cao-bo and divide Cao & Wey land for sake of Song so that Chu would
release Song to aid Cao/Wey. Hence, Chu army withdrew the siege of Song
capital.

Chu General Zi-yue adamantly insisted on a fight with Jinn, and Chu King
allocated less soldiers. Zi-yue sent an emissary (Wan-chun) to Jinn in request



for restoration of Cao/Wey. Xian Zhen proposed that Jinn have Chu da fu Wan-
chun retained under custody to anger Zi-yue and that Jinn privately made
peace with Cao/Wey for sake of making them defect to Jinn. Hence, Zi-yue was
angered into a fight, and Jinn retreated three times as a fulfillment of promise
that Chong'er made to Chu king while he was in exile stay at Chu. In April,
Song-Qi-Qin-Jinn armies had a campaign against Chu at Chengpu (a Wey city),
burnt Chu army for days, and defeated Chu at the Battle of Chengpu. (Zi-yue
was ordered to commit suicide by Chu king later.) Zhou King Xiangwang
personally went to Jinn camp to confer Marquisdom onto Jinn Wengong, and
Jinn made a convenience palace for the king. Zheng, seeing Chu defeat, went to
ally with Jinn. In May, Jinn sent Chu prisoners to Zhou court. Zhou king
dispatched da fu Wang Zi-hu to Jinn, re-conferred bo' (Count) onto Jin
Wengong, and offered royal arrows/bows and 300 royal guards to Jinn. Wang Zi-
hu held an assembly of vassals. In June, Jinn restored Wey lord. In the winter of
632 BC, Jinn Lord Wengong assembled vassals at a place called Wen (near
Zhengzhou, Henan Prov) and called on the Zhou king to have a hunting party.
Jinn restored Cao statlet's lord. Jinn first devised three columns of armies, with
Xun Linfu in charge of the middle column, Xian Hu the right column, and Xian
Mie the left column.

In 630 BC, Jinn Wengong wanted to punish Zheng for not helping him while he
was in exile years ago, and Jinn Wengong sought help from Qin. Jinn/Qin lay a
siege of Zheng and forced a Zheng minister to commit suicide. But Jinn refused
to back off. Zheng dispatched Zhu Zhi-wu to Qin Mugong and successfully
pursuaded Qin into a withdrawal. Qin left three da fu and a small garrison army
at the north gate of Zheng. Jinn withdrew army, too.

The Battle Of Xiao'er

Qin Lord Mugong began his expansion by attracting talents around China.
Earlier, he played a trick to trade with Chu Principality for Baili Xi at the price
of 5 sheep skins, claiming that Baili Xi was wanted for a crime in Qin
Principality. Baili Xi was titled 'Five Sheep Da Fu'. Baili Xi later recommended
his best friend, Jian Shu, for the position as a prime minister. Qin Mugong sent
a minister disquised as a merchant on a trek to the Song Principality for Jian
Shu. Qin Mugong's emissary, Gongzi Zhi, found Jian Shu in the countryside of
Song and invited him over to Qin Court. Jian Su was titled 'Shang Da Fu', i.e.,
highest Dafu.



Two years after Qin-Jinn confrontation over Zheng, in 628 BC approx, Jinn
Wengong passed away, after a reign of 9 years. Zheng-bo, the lord of Zheng,
also died. A Qin da fu at the north gate of Zheng sent a message to Qin Mugong,
stating that Zheng could be taken over by a surprise attack. Qin Mugong,
against the advice of Jian Shu and Baili Xi, dispatched Mengmingshi (Baili Xi's
son), Xigishu (Jian Shu's son), and Baiyibin on a long distance campaign
against Zheng. Baili Xi and Jian Shu were reprimanded for crying for their sons
before the march, and the two old men said to their sons that Qin might suffer
defeat at Xiao'er (Xiaoshan Mountain). In Dec of 628 BC, when Qin army passed
through the front of the north gate of Zhou capital, Wangsun Man, still a kid at
the time, commented that Qin army lacked respect for Zhou court and would for
sure lose the war. At a place near Hua-guo, a Zheng merchant, by the name of
Xuan Gao, donated his 12 buffalos to Qin army by pretending to do so under the
order of Zheng lord. Three Qin generals were surprised to know that Zheng had
advance knowledge of the Qin attack, stopped at the Hua-guo Fiefdom, and
exterminated Count Hua's fief instead. Hearing of Qin attack on Hua-guo of
same Ji surname as Jinn, Jinn Wengong's son, Jinn Xianggong (r. 627-621), in
the spring of 627 BC, sent an army against Qin, and had Qin army ambushed at
Xiao'er in April. Three Qin generals were captured, while their soldiers were all
killed. Jinn Wengong's dowager wife requested with Jinn Xianggong to have the
three guys released. Jinn Wengong later changed mind when Xian Zheng
objected to the release, but Xian Zhen failed to chase the three guys who had
been inside ship crossing the river. Qin Mugong wore mourning clothing and
received the three generals at the outskirts of the Qin capital.

In 626 BC, Chu Prince Shang Chen assassinated his father King Chu Chengwang.
Two years after Xiao'er defeat, in 625 BC, Qin Mugong dispatched Mengmingshi
on another campaign against Jinn.

Meantime, Qin Lord Mugong began to conquer the Western Rong tribes. Qin
Mugong heard of the fame of a talent called You Yu who deserted the Jin (Jinn)
Principality for the Xirong (Western Rong) nomads, and he played a trick of
dissension and managed to hire over this person when Xi-rong sent You Yu to
Qin as an emissary. Qin Mugong and You Yu had an exchange of opinions on
China's system, law, music/rituals and the lack of such things in Xi-rong
Statelet. You Yu rebutted the dilapidation of China's systems and laws that
occurred after Huangdi (Yellow Emperor) and commented that Xi-rong had
reached governance without knowing a sophisticated system via their king's



self-perfection into a saint and that Xi-rong did not have to undergo the
patricides and usurpations as Chinese did. Qin Mugong deliberately retained You
Yu for one year while he sent some beauties and music to Xi-rong King as gifts.
When You Yu went back to Xi-rong, Xi-rong king was indulgent in women and
music. Hence, You Yu deserted Xi-rong for Qin at several invitations of Qin
Mugong.

In 624 BC, Qin Mugong dispatched Mengmingshi against Jinn again. Qin armied
burned their ships after crossing the river, and defeated Jinn and captured one
of their outskirts palaces. Then, Qin armies crossed river at Maojin and buried
Qin soldier's dead bodies at Xiao'er. Qin armies mourned for three days at
Xiao'er. Qin Mugong again expressed regrets about not taking the advice of Jian
Shu and Baili Xi. When Qin Mugong repented over his mistake in invading
Zheng Principality which had led to the ambush disaster at the Battle of Xiao'er,
he used the characters 'huang fa po po [fan fan]' (white hair turning yellowish)
to describe the high age of his two counsellors, Jian Shu and Baili Xi. The next
year, in 623 BC, Jinn counter-attacked Qin and took over Xincheng.

In 623 BC, i.e., during the 37th year reign, Qin Mugong, using You Yu as a
guide, campaigned against the Xirong nomads and conquered the Xirong
Statelet under their lord Chi Ban. Once Chi Ban submitted to Qin, the rest of
Western Rong nomads in the west acknowledged the Qin overlordship. Qin
Mugong would conquer altogether a dozen (12) states in Gansu-Shaanxi areas
and controlled the western China of the times. Zhou King dispatched Duke
Zhaogong to congratulate Qin with a gold drum.

In 622 BC, Jinn's ministers, Zhao Shuai (Zhao Shuai-cheng-zi), Luan Zhi (Luan
Zhen-zi), Jiuji Zifan and Huobo, all passed away. Zhao Dun assumed Zhao
Shuai's post. Lord Qin Mugong passed away in 621 BC, and 177 persons were
buried live, including three Ziche brothers who, being distinguished ministers,
had at one time promised to live and die with Qin lord together during a
banquet. Historians commented that Qin could not campaign to the east
because their best ministers were buried as funeral objects. Jinn Lord Xianggong
died early in this year, too.

Qin Lord Kanggong (r. BC 620-609), Qin Lord Gonggong (r. BC 608-604)
Qin Mugong's son, Kanggong, succeeded the throne in 620 BC. Qin Kanggong
had a reign of 12 years, till 609 BC.



Jinn Minister Zhao Dun sought for Jinn Lord Xianggong's brother (Yong) as Jinn
Lord. Yong was born by the mother of Qin royal heritage and lived in Qin land.
Qin sent Yong to Jinn and arrived at a place called Linghu, east of the river. At
this time, Jinn had decided to select Jinn Xianggong's son as their lord. Zhao
Dun attacked Qin army at Linghu for sake of stopping Yong from coming back to
Jinn, and Qin retreated with Zhao Dun's emissaries (Sui Hui and Xian Mie). The
second year, Qin counter-attacked Jinn and took over Wucheng city. During the
4th year reign of Jinn Linggong (r. BC 620-607), i.e., 617 BC, Jinn attacked Qin
and took over Shaoliang; Qin counter-attacked Jinn. Two years later, i.e., 615
BC approx, Qin Kanggong attacked Jinn and took over Jima. Jinn Linggong
ordered Zhao Chuan, Zhao Dun and Qie Que on a counter-attack and defeated
Jinn at He-qu (inflexion point of Yellow River). The next year, i.e., 614 BC
approx, six prominent ministers of Jinn managed to have their general Wei
Shouyu pretend to surrender to Qin; when Sui Hui came to see Wei Souyu, Jinn
would have Sui Hui captured and brought back to Jinn.

Still one more year later, in 613 BC approx, when Zhou King Qingwang died,
Zhou ministers, Duke Zhougong (Yue) and Wangsun Su had disputes. In this
year, Chu King Zhuangwang (r. BC 613-591) was enthroned. Jinn dispatched 800
chriots to Zhou court, and Zhou King Kuangwang (Ji Ban, reign 612-607 B.C.)
was selected as king in 612 BC.

In 609 BC approx, Qi Lord Yigong (r. BC 612-609) was assasinated. Qin
Kanggong was succeeded by his son, i.e., Qin Gonggong (r. BC 608-604) who was
enthroned next for 5 years.

In 607 BC, Jinn Lord Ligong had previously tried to assasinate Zhao Dun several
times and caused Zhao Dun into fleeing the country. Ligong used bows to shoot
people and killed his cook and other servants at random. An assasin, Chu Mi,
committed suicide by bumping his head against a tree near Zhao Dun's house.
When Ligong released a dog to bite Zhao Dun, a cook (who was previously saved
from hunger by Zhao Dun) would fight off the dog. Zhao Dun's brother, Zhao
Chuan, killed Jinn Ligong at Daoyuan Garden (i.e., Peach Garden) and sent a
messenger to recall Zhao Dun. Zhao Dun dispatched Zhao Chuan to the Zhou
court and then retrieved Jinn Xianggong's brother as Jinn Lord Chenggong (r.
BC 606-600). The assassination of Jinn Lord Linggong (r. BC 620-607) would be
during the 2nd year reign of Qin Gonggong (r. BC 608-604), 607 BC approx.



During the 3rd year reign of Qin Gonggong, i.e., 606 BC, Lord Chu Zhuangwang
campaigned northward against the Luhun-rong barbarians and inquired about
the Zhou cauldrons when passing through the Zhou capital.

606 BC approx would be the 1st year reign of Jinn Chenggong (x. BC 606-600).
Jinn attacked Zheng for betraying Jinn. Two years later, in 604 BC approx, Chu
attacked Zheng for betraying Chu for Jinn. Jinn came to the relief of Zheng. Qin
Gonggong died during 5th year reign, i.e., 604 BC.

Three years later, in 601 BC approx, Jinn defeated, captured and killed one Qin
general by the name of 'Chi'.

Barbarian Groups

As to barbarian groups, there were Mianzu-Quanrong-Di-Wanrong to the west of
Qin Principality, Yiqu-Dali-Wushi-Xuyan etc to the north of Qin Principality,
Linhu-Loufan to the north of Jin (Jinn) Principality, and Donghu-Shanrong to
the north of Yan Principality. (Mianzu could be pronounced Raozhu. Quanrong
was know as Kunrong or Hunrong or Hunyi. The character 'hun4' for Hunyi or
Hun-yi is the same as Hunnic King Hunye or Kunye and could mean the word of
mixing-up. Wan-rong dwelled in today's Tianshui, Gansu Prov. Yiqu was one of
the Xirong or Western rong stateles at ancient Qingzhou and Ningzhou. Dali-
rong dwelled in today's Fengxu County. Wushi was originally Zhou land, but it
was taken over by Rong. Qin King Huiwang took it back from Rong later. Linhu
was later destroyed by General Li Mu. Loufan belonged to Yanmenguan Pass.)

In 606 BC, Lord Chu Zhuangwang campaigned northward against the Luhun-
rong barbarians. Luhun-rong barbarians, according to Hou Han Shu, had
relocated to northern China from ancient Gua-zhou prefecture of Gansu Prov.
Alternatively speaking, per ancient scholar Du Yu, Luhun-rong barbarians, with
clan name of Yun-shi, originally dwelled to the northwest of Qin and Jinn
principalities, but Qin/Jinn seducingly relocated them to Yichuan area (i.e,
Xincheng, Henan Prov) during the 22nd year reign of Lu Lord Xigong (r. BC 659-
627), i.e., in 638 BC.

Qin Lord Huan'gong (r. BC 603-577)
Qin Lord Huan'gong was next enthroned in 603 BC. During the 3rd year reign,
601 BC approx, Jinn defeated, captured and killed one Qin general by the name



of 'Chi'.

In 600 BC, Jinn Chenggong competed against Chu for hegemony by calling an
assembly of vassals at Hu(4), and Chen refused to attend for fearing Chu. Jinn
Chenggong dispatched Zhongxing Huanzi against Chen statelet as well as
rescued Zheng from Chu attack. Jinn defeated Chu. Jinn Chenggong (r. BC 606-
600) died in 600 BC and was succeeded by his son, Jinn Jinggong (r. BC 599-
581).

Two years later, in 598 BC, Chu attacked Chen because a Chen minister killed
their lord one year ago. The next year, in 597 BC, Chu King Zhuangwang (r. BC
613-591) lay siege on Zheng. Jinn dispatched three armies led by Xunlinfu, Sui
Hui and Zhao Suo to the relief of Zheng. Before crossing the Yellow River in
June, Zheng had surrendered to Chu. Chu defeated Jinn, and Jinn, when fleeing
across the river, cut tons of their soldier's fingers off for sake of getting rid of
the soldiers climbing up the ships. Xian Hu (Xian Zhen's son) fled to Di statelet
the next year for fearing punishment as to his bad advice in fighting Chu when
Zheng had surrendered already. Xian Hu's family was exterminated for collusion
with Di barbarians.

In 595 BC, Jinn attacked Zheng for surrendering to Chu. Chu Zhuangwang
defeated Zheng, and went north to defeat Jinn on the bank of Yellow River. The
next year, Chu attacked Song, and Song requested help with Jinn. (This would
be the year 594 BC, during the 10th year reign of Qin Lord Huan'gong.) Chu
Zhuangwang held a hegemony assembly of Zhou vassals. In 593 BC, Jinn
dispatched Sui Hui against the Chi-di statelet and exterminated it. In 592, a
Jinn emissary, Qie Ke, was ridiculed by the mother of Qi lord for his deformed
body and hence swore on the Yellow River bank that he would someday revenge
on Qi. In 591 BC, about six years after victory over Jinn, Chu Zhuangwang
passed away. Jinn attacked Qi, and Qi sent in a prince as a hostage.

Another two years, Qi attacked Lu; Lu requested help with Wey. Jinn sent 800
chariots, with Qie Ke, Luan Shu and Han Jue in charge, against Qi, defeated Qi
Qinggong (r. BC 598-582) during the summer and pursued Qi back to their
statelet. In this year, Chu minister Shen'gong Wuchen fled to Jinn with a Chu
king's concubine.

The next year, in 588 BC, Qi lord went to Jinn and proposed that Jinn Jinggong



be the king. Jinn Jinggong declined it, but he re-organized his armies into six
columns in the same fashion as Zhou court. One year later, Lu lord Chenggong
(r. BC 590-573) went to Jinn, but he betrayed Jinn later because Qi did not
respect him. Jinn attacked Zheng in this year. In 586 BC, earthquake ocurred.
In 584 BC, an ex-Chu defector minister (i.e., Shen'gong Wuchen), who resided in
Jinn, would petition for a mission to Wu in the attempt of avenging on his
family's extermination by Chu. Shen'gong Wuchen asked his son to teach Wu
soldiers how to fight with chariots. Jinn and Wu began to ally to attack Chu. In
583 BC, the Zhao Tong and Zhao Gua families were exterminated. At the urge of
Haan Jue, a Zhao family member, Zhao Wu, was retained to inherit the lineage
of Zhao Shuai and Zhao Dun. In 581 BC, Jinn Jingdong got ill, and Jinn Ligong
(Shouman, r. BC 580-573) was enthroned. Jinn Jingdong died months later. This
would be during the 24th year reign of Qin Lord Huan'gong, i.e., 580 BC. Jinn
Lord Ligong had an alliance meeting with Qin Lord Huan'gong across the Yellow
River. However, Qin Lord Huan'gong tore apart the alliance agreement after
returning home, and then cooperated with Di barbarians in attacking Jinn. Two
years later, Jinn led vassals against Qin, pursued Qin to Jing River and captured
a Qin general by the name of Chengchai. One year later, Qin Lord Huan'gong (r.
BC 603-577) passed away, and his son, Qin Jinggong (r. BC 576-537) was
enthroned.

Qin Lord Jinggong (r. BC 576-537)

In 576 BC, three Qie family ministers impeached a Jinn da fu called Bozong and
had Jinn Ligong kill Bozong. In spring of 575 BC, Zheng betrayed Jinn for Chu.
Luan Shu proposed a war with Chu. Jinn Ligong personally led troops across the
river in May. Against the advice of Fan Wen-zi, Jinn Ligong fought with Chu,
shot at the eye of Chu king, and defeated Chu King Gongwang (r. BC 590-560)
at the Battle of Yanling (a place in southeastern Zheng). Chu General Zi-fan,
who previously caused Shen'gong Wuchen family extermination, would be killed
by Chu king.

Jinn Ligong intended to have the brothers of his concubines replace various
ministers. Most notable would be someone called Xutong. In Dec of 573 BC,
duirng 8th year reign of Jinn Ligong, Xutong killed three Jinn brother ministers
and captured Luan Shu and Zhongxing Yan. Jinn Ligong released the two
ministers against the advice of Xutong, but Luan Shu and Zhongxing Yan
conspired to attack Xutong and Jinn Ligong in the 13th month (‘run yue') of
573 while the Jinn lord was visiting a fief of his concubine's relative. Xutong



was killed, and Jinn Lord Ligong (r. BC 580-573) was killed after being under
arrest for 6 days. Jinn dispatched emissaries (a Zhi family member) to the Zhou
court to retrieve Zi-zhou as Lord Daogong (x. BC 572-558). Zi-zhou's father was
the great grandson of Jinn Xianggong, and he was at age 14 at that time. 573
BC would be the 4th year reign of Qin Lord Jinggong or the 13th year reign of
Zhou King Jianwang.

Jinn Lord Daogong would attack Zheng in the autumn of 572 BC and reached
Chen statelet. In 570 BC, Jinn Ligong held an assembly of vassals. Jinn minister
Qixi recommended both his feud and his son for government posts. Another
minister, Wei Jiang, executed a driver of Yanggan (Jinn Ligong's brother) when
Yanggan was messing up the Chen statelet. Qixi was commented to be selfless,
and Wei Jiang commnented to be saintly. Wei Jiang was appointed the task to
have peace with Rong & Di peoples. In 562 BC, Jinn Ligong commented that
Wei-zi (Wei Jiang) had big contributions in assembling vassals 9 times and
pacifying Rong/Di barbarians.

This would be during the 15th year reign of Qin Jinggong, i.e., 562 BC. In this
year, Qin rescued Zheng from Jinn Lord Daogong's attack at Yangdi County,
Henan Prov. In 559 BC, Jinn Lord Daogong ordered that his six ministers
assemble vassals and campaigned against Qin. Jinn pursued Qin across the Jing-
shui River. In 558 BC, Jinn Lord Daogong inquired about governance with his
blind-musician, Shi Kuang. Shi Kuang proposed that 'ren' (compassion or
benevolence) and 'vi' (righteousness) should be the fundamentals in governing a
country. In the winter, Jinn Lord Daogong passed away, and was suceeded by
his son, Jinn Pinggong (r. BC 557-532).

In 557 BC, Jinn attacked Qi. Qi Linggong (r. BC 581-554) retreated with the
advice of Yan Ying. Jinn sieged Linzi and burnt city walls, and went as east as
Jiao and as south as Yi on Shandong Peninsula. In 552 BC, Lu Lord Xianggong
(r. BC 572-542) came to Jinn court. Jinn minister Luan Cheng (Luan Shu's
grandson) fled to Qi. Two years later, Qi Zhuanggong (r. BC 553-548) escorted
Luan Cheng back to Jinn and almost sacked the Jinn city of Jiang. Fan Xian-zi
advised against Jinn Pinggong's suicide attempt, fought off Luan Cheng, and
killed him near Quwo. Luan family was exterminated. Qi took over Chaoge and
then retreated. In 548 BC, Cui Zhu assasinated Qi Zhuanggong and Jinn
defeated Qi at the Battle of Gaotang. In 544 BC, a Wu prince came to Jinn and
commented to Zhao Wen-zi, Haan Xuan-zi and Wei Xian-zi that 'Jinn



governance will lie in the hands of you three families."

In 541 BC, Chu prince assassinated his father to be Chu King Lingwang (r. BC
540-529). Qin Jinggong's brother fled to Jinn with thousand carts of wealth and
said to Jinn Lord Pinggong (r. BC 557-532) that he would return to Qin after the
death of his brother. When Qi's emissary, Yan Ying, came to Jinn in 539 BC, a
Jinn minister, Shu-xiang, commented that Jinn might not last long since the
ministers were in charge. In 538 BC, Chu King Lingwang assembled hegemony
meeting at Shen (Nanyang, Henan Prov). Qin Jinggong passed way during the
40th year reign, i.e., 537 BC, and his son Qin Lord Aigong (r. BC 536-501) was
enthroned.

Qin Lord Aigong (r. BC 536-501)
In 536 BC, Jinn campaigned against Yan. Jinn Pinggong died in 532 BC, and
Jinn Zhaogong (r. BC 531-526) was enthroned for 6 years.

During the 8th year reign of Qin Aigong, i.e, 529 BC, Chu prince assassinated
Chu King Lingwang and became Chu King Pingwang (r. BC 528-516). In 526 BC,
Chu King Pingwang sought Qin royal family girl as his son's wife, but Chu King
Pingwang later took in Qin girl as his own concubine.

Jinn Qinggong (r. BC 525-512) was enthroned in 525 BC. Six prominent families
of Jinn, i.e., Haan, Zhao, Wei, Fan, Zhongxing & Zhi, began to overpower Jinn
court. (I deliberately spelled Han?2 as Haan here.)

In 522 BC, Chu Elder Prince Jian fled to Zheng where he was killed. Wu Zixu fled
to Wu after his father and brother were arrested and later put to death by Chu
King Pingwang. In 520 BC, Zhou King Jingwang died. Six ministers of Jinn went
to Zhou court and quelled internal prince turmoils. Zhou King Jing4-wang was
selected. Six Jinn prominent families began to attack each other for control of
Jinn. As a result of this turmoil, Jinn and Qin had peace for this time period.

In 517 BC, the Ji(4) family of Lu drove Lu Lord Zhaogong (r. BC 541-510) away
from the capital. In 515 BC, Wey and Song petiitoned with Jinn to have Lu
Zhaogong restored. Ji Ping-zi bribed Fan Xian-zi, saying to Jinn Qinggong that
the Ji(4) family of Lu had no fault. In 514 BC, 6 families of Jinn exterminated
Jinn royal relatives, i.e., the families of Qi-xi-sun and Shu-xiang-zi. Two years
later, Jinn Qinggong died, and Jinn Dinggong (r. BC 511-475) was enthroned.



During the 31th year reign of Qin Lord Aigong, i.e., 506 BC, Wu King He-lu and
Wu Zixu attacked Chu. Wu defeated Chu at the Battle of Yuzhang. Chu King
Zhaowang (r. BC 515-489) fled to Sui Fief; Wu army occupied Chu capital; Wu
Zixu dug up the dead body of Chu King Pingwang (r. BC 526-516) and lynched
it; and Chu Minister Shen Baoxu went to seek help with Qin and cried for seven
days and seven nights. Qin Lord Aigong hence dispatched Zi Pu & Zi Hu, with
500 chariots, to Chu in 504 BC and defeated Wu army at Junxiang. Chu King
Zhaowang returned to the capital.

Qin Lord Aigong passed away during the 36th year reign, i.e., 501 BC. A
grandson was selected as Qin Lord Huigong (r. BC 500-491).

Qin Lord Huigong (r. BC 500-491)
In 500 BC, Confucius, i.e., Kong-zi, was offered a job as prime minister for Lu.

In 497 BC, Zhao Yang intended to kill Jinn da fu Wu. Wu colluded with
Zhongxing Ying and Fan Jieshe in attacking Zhao Yang. Zhao Yang fled to
Jinyang city. Jinn Dinggong sieged Jinyang. Xue Yue, Haan Buxin, and Wei Chi
came to attack Zhongxing Ying and Fan Jieshe. Zhongxing Ying and Fan Jieshe
counter-attacked Jinn Dinggong. Jinn Dinggong defeated the two, and
Zhongxing Ying and Fan Jieshe fled to Chaoge city. Haan and Wei families
thanked Jinn lord for saving Zhao Yang.

In 496 BC, Zhongxing and Fan families rebelled against Jinn lord. Zhi and Zhao
Jian-zi were ordered to quell the Zhongxing and Fan families.

Qin Huigong died during the 10th year reign, i.e., 491 BC, and his son was
erected as Qin Lord Daogong.

Qin Lord Daogong (r. BC 490-477)
In 490 BC, Zhongxing Ying and Fan Jieshe were defeated, and their sons fled to
Qi.

In 489 BC, Qi minister Tian Qi assassinated his lord (Ru-zi, reign 489 BC) and
selected Ru-zi's brother as Qi Daogong (Yangsheng, reign 488-485 BC). In 485
BC, Wu defeated Qi army. Qi Daogong was assassinated and his son was erected
as Qi Jian'gong (r. BC 484-481).



In 482 BC, Jinn Dinggong competed with King Wu Fu-chai for hegemony at
Huangchi. Yue King Gou-jian attacked Wu by taking advantage of Fu-chai's
absence, and Wu secretly made peace with Gou-jian to prevent vassals from
hearing about Wu defeat at home. Zhao Yang died at the meeting. Before his
death, Zhao Yang was said to have overwhelmed Wu king in securing the
hegemony status for Jinn Dinggong.

In 481 BC, Tian Chang assasinated Qi Jian'gong (r. BC 484-481) and Qi Pinggong
(r. BC 481-456) was erected. Kong-zi (Confucius) stopped the recording of Chun
Qiu (i.e., Springs and Autums) in 481 B.C., two years before his death. In 479
BC, Confucius passed away. In 478 BC, King Jing(4)-wang passed away.

Qin Lord Ligong (r. BC 476-443)
In 475 BC, Jinn Dinggong died, and his son would be Jinn Lord Chugong (r. BC
474-457). Zhan Guo or Warring States time period began to count.

King of Yue, Gou-jian, who had undertaken secretive preparations to defeat Wu
in 482 BC, would launch another attack at Wu Principality in 475 BC. Fu-chai
had caused his best minister, Wu Zixu, to commit suicide. (Wu Zixu, the junior
son of an ex-Chu official, had earlier sought asylum with Wu and then asked Wu
King in successfully attacking Chu Principality. Wu Zixu was famous for his exile
stories as well as digging up Chu King's dead body for lynching.) Gou-jian
sieged the Wu capital for 3 years, and by 473 BC (?), and King of Wu Fu-Chai
committed suicide. Zhou King Yuanwang upgraded Gou-jian's title to Count from
Viscount.

In 461 BC, Qin Lord Ligong, with 20,000 army, attacked Dali-rong barbarians
and took over Dali-rong capital.

In 458 BC, Zhi-bo colluded with Zhao-Haan-Wei families in dividing the land of
Fan and Zhongxing. Jinn Chugong planned to petition for help with Qi/Lu in
restricting the 4 families. The four families hence attacked Jinn Chugong, and
Chugong died on the road to Qi. Zhi-bo selected the great grandson of Jinn
Zhaogong as Jinn Aigong (r. BC 456-439 ?). Zhi-bo became the main minister
governing Jinn and controlled the land that belonged previously to the families
of Fan and Zhongxing.



In 456 BC, Jinn took over the city of Wucheng. In 453 BC, i.e., during the 24th
year of the Qin Lord Ligong reign, three Jinn prominent families, i.e., later
rulers of three separate states of Haan2, Zhao, and Wei, under Zhao Xiang-zi,
Haan Kang-zi and Wei Huan-zi, respectively, killed opponent Zhi-bo and split
Zhi-bo's ex-Jinn land into three parts. Zhi-bo's son, Zhi Kai, fled to Qin in 452
BC.

In 444 BC, Qin Lord Ligong attacked Yiqu-rong barbarians in the areas of later
Qingzhou and Ningzhou and captured the Yiqu-rong king. Sun eclipse ocurred
the next year, i.e., 443 BC, and Ligong died and was succeeded by Qin Lord
Zaogong (r. BC 442-429).

Qin Lord Zaogong, Qin Lord Linggong & Qin Lord Jiangong
In 441 BC, Nanzheng area rebelled against Qin.

In 439 BC, Jinn Aigong died, and Jinn Yougong (r. 438-421 BC ?) was erected as
a puppet. Jinn held only the two cities of Quwo and Jiang(4).

Around 430 BC, Yiqu-rong barbarians counter-attacked Qin and reached south of
Wei-shui River. The next year, i.e., 429 BC, Zaogong died and his brother, Qin
Huangong (r. BC 428-425), succeeded the throne. Qin Huangong committed
suicide when being attacked by a minister during the 4th year reign, i.e., 425
BC. His grandson was selected as Qin Lord Linggong (r. BC 424-415).

In 424 BC, Wei Lord Wenhou became a marquis. In 421 BC, Jinn Yougong died of
his wife'a adultery. Wei Lord Wenhou quelled the Jinn turmoils and selected
Jinn Liegong (r. BC 419-393 ?) as a puppet.

Qin attacked Jinn during the 6th and 13th year reign of Linggong. When
Linggong died, his uncle was selected as Lord Qin Jian'gong (r. BC 414-399).
Lord Jiangong allowed ministers to carry swords to the court. Qin Lord Jiangong
died after a reign of 16 years. His son would be Qin Huigong II (r. BC 399-387).

Qin Lord Huigong II (r. BC 399-387) & Qin Lord Chuzi (r. BC 386-385)
Jinn Liegong died in 393 BC (?), and Jinn Xiaoogng (aka Jinn Huan'gong) was

erected as a puppet (r. BC 392-378 ?).

Huigong had his son Chuzi during the 12th year reign, i.e., 388 BC. The next



year, in 387 BC, Qin attacked Shu statelet (Sichuan-Hanzhong areas) and took
over Nanzheng city. Huigong passed away this year, and Chuzi was enthroned.
Chuzi and his mother were assassinated by a minister during the 2nd year
reign, and Linggong's son was selected as Qin Lord Xian'gong (r. BC 384-361).

In 384 BC (?), Wei Wuhou became a marquis and attacked Handan of Zhao
family. As a result of Qin turmoils, Jinn (Wei) re-took from Qin the 8 cities to
the west of the Yellow River.

Qin Lord Xiangong (r. BC 384-361)

During the 1st year reign, Qin Xiangong forbade live funeral burial. The next
year, he relocated capital to Yueyang (Lintong, Shenxi Prov). During the 4th
year reign, in 383 BC, son (later Qin Xiaogong) was born.

Jinn Xiaogong (aka Jinn Huan'gong) died in 378 BC (?), approximately the time
Qi King Weiwang (r. BC 378-343) was enthroned. Jinn Jinggong was erected as a
puppet (r. BC 377-376 ?). In 376 BC (?), Jinn Jinggong was forced to abdicate
and become a civilian, and Wei Wuhou, Haan Aihou and Zhao Jinghou officially
split the Jinn land into three parts.

In 374 BC, Zhou King Liewang (Ji Xi, reign 375-369 B.C.) dispatched his civil
and military officials to Qin Principality to show harmony. Zhou 'tai shi'
(chronicle official), Dan, went to see Qin Lord Xiangong and mentioned a
necromency note stating that Qin and Zhou had a fate of re-union and that Qin
would produce a hegemony lord (i.e., Qin Lord Xiaogong) within 17 years.

In 369 BC, peach trees blossomed during the winter. In 367 BC, gold rain fell to
the Qin capital. In 364 BC, Qin defeated Jinn at Shimen and killed 60,000 Jinn
(Wei) soldiers. Zhou king sent congratulations. This would be Zhou King
Xianwang 5th year reign, i.e., 364 BC. In 362 BC, Qin defeated Wei/Jinn at
Shaoliang and captured General Gongsun Cuo. The next year, Qin Xian'gong
passed away, and Qin Xiaogong enthroned at age 21.

Qin Lord Xiaogong (r. BC 361-338) & Shang Yang Reform

During the first year reign, Qin Xiaogong made an open announcement for
seeking talents all over China in the attempt of restoring Qin Mugong's glories.
In the east, Qin Xiaogong took over Shaancheng city, and in the west, he
defeated and killed a Rong king by the name of Huan-wang near Tiansui, Gansu



Prov. Shang Yang (?-338 B.C.) heard Xiaogong's announcement and came to
serve Qin beginning from 361 BC.

In 360 BC, Zhou King Xianwang dispatched his civil and military officials as well
as delivered 'royal bestowal meat' to Qin Lord Xiaogong.

During the 3rd year reign, i.e., in 359 BC, Qin Xiaogong, against objections of
Gan Long and Du Zhi, would adopt Shang Yang's advice in reforming criminal
laws, encouraging agriculture, clarifying reward and penalty system. The
populace first resented the new laws, but became accustomed to them in 3
years. Shang Yang was conferred the post of zuo shu zhang (10th level in 20
tiers).

In 355 BC, Qin Xiaogong met Wei King Huiwang at the border. In 354 BC, Qin
fought Wei at Yuanli.

During the 10th year reign, i.e., in 352 BC, Shang Yang was conferred the post
of da liang zao (16th level in 20 tiers), and he took over Anyi city of Wei to the
east of the river. In 350 BC, Qin Lord Xiaogong made Xian'yang (today's
Chang'an county, Xi'an Municipality) the capital. (Xian'yang was previously
known as Weicheng.) Shang Yang first set up the county system by merging the
small units of xiang (12500 households). Shang Yang devised the county civil
magistrate of xian ling or xian zhang and the military post of cheng wei .
Altogether 41 counties were set up. In 348 BC, Shang Yang instated agriculture-
related tax system. Shang Yang also devised 20 levels of officialdom.

Shang Yang devised some laws as to farming soldiers. Shang Yang encouraged
peoples from Haan-Zhao-Wei to migrate to Qin land for farming. For every one
hundred persons, 50 would rotate for military exercises while the other 50
would farm the land. Shang Yang would change the Zhou measure of 100 steps
to 240 steps as one acre and each person would be offered one acre of land.
Scholars have credited Shang Yang with initiating the totalitarian rule that
enabled Qin (Ch'in) to expand into the whole China domain. To show Qin people
what a law was like, Shang Yang announced that whoever moved a three-
Chinese-yard pole to the opposite city gate would be rewarded gold of 10
Chinese ounces. When nobody dared to move the pole, he raised the award to 50
Chinese ounces of gold. Many people were sarcastic, but they were convinced
when one guy dared to move the pole and got rewarded. Shang Yang also made



laws that would punish the royal family and the privileged. When Prince
Huiwenjun violated the law, Shang Yang would order Prince Huiwenjun's
teachers (Gongzi Qian and Gongsu Jia) be punished, as a substitution, by
peeling off the nose of Gongsu Jia. Gongzi Qian's nose was peeled in a later
offense.

Reformer of Qin Principality, Shang Yang, was credited with enforcing a rule of
neighborhood watch. Shang Yang made five households into a so-called 'bao’,
and ten 'bao’ would be a collective unit for punishment should the neighbors
fail to report the crime of one member. (Shang Yang had ordered the passes be
closed at nights, and when he later fled the capital, he could not sneak out of
Hanguguan Pass at night.)

In 343 BC, Zhou king passed on respect for Qin Xiaogong. The next year, various
Zhou vassals sent congratulations. Xiaogong sent his prince to Kaifeng area for
assembling Zhou vassals for a hegemony meeting and then paying a visit to the
Zhou king.

In 341 BC, Qi defeated Wei at the Battle of Maling. Qi, under the advice of
strategist Sun Bin, captured Wei Prince Shen and killed Wei General Pang Juan.
(In early years, Pang Juan cheated his classmate Sun Bin to Wei and then
paralyzed Sun by peeling off the knee bones. Sun Bin was said to be a
descendant of great Chinese strategist Sun-zi [aka Sun Wu].) The next year,
Shang Yang proposed that Qin attack Wei by taking advantage of Wei's conflicts
with other vassals. Shang Yang attacked Wei and captured Wei Prince Mao by
pretending to have a peace talk. Shang Yang then defeated Wei while Prince
Gongzi Mao was in his custody. Wei King relocated his capital to Da-liang
(Kaifeng) from Anyi and seceded to Qin the land to the west of the river. King
Liang (Wei) Huiwang angrily said that he regreted not taking the advice of
Gongsun Zuo in killing Shang Yang before Shang Yang left for Qin. Shang Yang
was conferred Marquisdom (19-20th level in 20 tiers), the title of '‘Shang-jun' or
Prince Shang, and the land of Shangluo county (15 cities in Yu-xian and Shang-
xian counties, later Hongnong area).

Zhao Liang advised Shang Yang to be merciful to people since Shang Yang was
too cruel and made too many enemies. Zhao Liang proposed that Shang Yang
retire. Shang Yang claimed that he should be ascribed great contributions to Qin
and that he was responsible for renovating Qin's Rong-Di customs such as



"parent and son living in same bedroom" and for differentiating the protocol of
men from women. Shang Yang compared himself to the same level as 'Five
Sheep Skin Da Fu'. Zhao Liang cited the punishment of Gongzi Qian and Gongsu
Jia, stated that Gongzi Qian had not stepped out of door for 8 years, and
reminded Shang Yang that he had killed Zhu Huan. Zhao Liang cited Shi Jing in
saying that whoever won over people would succeed and whoever lost people
would demise; Zhao Liang cited Shang Shu in saying that whoever relied upon
violence would perish and whoever relied upon virtues would prosper. Shang
Yang refused to take the advice.

In 338 BC, Qin attacked Wei/Haan and captured Wei General Wei Cuo. In this
year, Qin Xiaogong passed away. Gongzi Qian desciples accused Shang Yang of
rebellion against Qin. Shang Yang fled to the Pass but could not get out at
night. When he looked for rest in a commoner's residence, he was told that he
could not stay because Prince Shang Laws forbade it. Shang Yang then fled to
Wei, but Wei people drove him off for his eraly cheating on Prince Mao. Shang
Yang fled back to his domain, assembled his people and attacked Zheng-xian
area. Qin army then defeated and captured him. Prince Huiwenjun, to avenge
on his teacher's humiliation, would kill Shang Yang during the 1st year reign by
accusing him of treason in fleeing Qin. Shang Yang suffered the cruelest
penalty, i.e., 'five horses splitting body'. Shang Yang's whole family lineage was
exterminated.

Qin Lord Huiwang (Huiwenjun, r. BC 337-311), Qin King Wuwang (r. BC
310-307)

Chu-Haan-Zhao and Shu (Sichuan) dispatched emissaries to show respect for
Huiwenjun's enthronement. During the 2nd year reign, Zhou king sent
congratulations. This would be during Zhou King Xianwang's 33rd year reign,
i.e, 336 BC, when Zhou court congratulated Qin King Huiwang. During the 3rd
year reign, Huiwenjun went through the '20th year imperial crown ritual'. The
next year, in 334 BC, Zhou king dispatched the civil and military officials to Qin
court to show respect. In this year, Qi and Wei lords became Qi King Weiwang
and Wei King Huiwang.

Su Qin persuaded six principalities into an alliance to fight the Qin in 334 BC
(?). Qin defeated Wei Principality in 333 BC (?). During the 4th year reign, i.e.,
333 BC (?), Zhou court dispatched the civil and military officials to Qin court to
show respect.



Lord Xiaogong's son, Prince Huiwenjun, proclaimed himself as a king, and began
encroaching on the Zhou Kingdom.

During the 5th year reign, Zhang Yi (?-309 B.C.) served Qin Kingdom in 329 BC
(?). During King Xianwang's 44th year reign, i.e., 325 B.C., Qin King Huiwang
officially proclaimed himself a king. All vassals, Han-Wei-Qi-Zhao, followed suit
by claiming to be kings as well. Chu, Zhao, Han, Wei and Yan failed in their
attack on Qin. Qi executed Su Qin, and made Zhang Yi the prime minister (317
BC ?). Huiwenwang would adopt the old advice of Zhang Vi, i.e., attack the San
Chuan area of Haan Principality and conquer Ba & Shu areas of today's Sichuan
Province. General Sima Cuo took over Sichuan and General Gan Mao took over
San Chuan. Qin eliminated the Shu Kingdom in 316 B.C.(?)

The two successive Jinn states which bordered the northern nomads, Wei &
Zhao, plus Qin and Yan, would be busy fighting the nomads for hundreds of
years, and they built separate walls to drive the nomads out. Zhao Xiang-zi of
Zhao Principality took over Bing and Dai areas near Yanmenguan Pass. Zhao,
together with Haan and Wei families, destroyed another opponent called Zhi-bo
and split Jin (Jinn) into three states of Han, Zhao & Wei. Yiqu-Rong built
castles to counter Qin. Qin King Huiwang took over 25 cities from Yiqu-rong.

After Huiwenjun's death, Qin King Wuwang was enthroned. Wuwang's half-
brother, Zhaoxiangwang, would be recalled from Yan Principality where he
served as a hostage. Zhaoxiangwang succeeded the throne because Wuwang had
no son by his birth.

Qin King Zhaoxiangwang

Qin, under Qin King Zhaoxiangwang, continued wars against Wei & Zhao
principalities. Duke Wugong of Zhou Kingdom, i.e., Xizhoujun, colluded with
the other principalities. In 264 B.C., Qin army attacked Zhou Kingdom, and
Xizhou-jun (Duke Wugong) personally went to Qin armies, bowed his head and
surrendered 36 cities and 30,000 people to Qin. The next year, Zhou people fled
to the east. Qin acquired nine bronze untensils of Zhou Kingdom, supposedly
embodiment of the ancient Nine Prefectures of China as decribed in Yu Gong
(Lord Yu's Tributes). On the way of being shipped to Xian'yang, Qin's capital,
one of the nine untensils fell into River Sisui and never ever was recovered
again. In 262 BC, Wei Principality was late in paying pilgrimage to Qin, and Qin



attacked Wei and took over the city of Wucheng. During this time period, a
huge water project called 'Dujiangyan Fork Dam' was launched by a Qin governor
called Li Bing in Sichuan Province.

King Zhaoxiangwang's mother, Queen Dowager Xuantaihou, adultered with a
Rong king from Yiqu Statelet in today's northwestern Shenxi Province. She had
two sons born with Yiqu Rong King, but she killed Yiqu King and incorporated
the lands of Longxi (Gansu), Beidi (Yinchuan of Ningxia) and Shangjun (Yulin,
Shenxi Prov) on behalf of Qin. Qin took over Shangjun from Wei. Qin took over
Longxi of Gansu, Beidi and Shangjun of Shenxi, and built the Great Wall. Zhao
King Wulingwang adopted reforms by wearing Hu cavalry clothing and he
defeated Linhu and Loufan and built Great Wall from Dai to Yinshan Mountain.
Zhao set up Yunzhong, Yanmen and Dai prefectures. A Yan Principality General
by the name of Qin-kai, after returning from Donghu as a hostage, would attack
Donghu and drive them away for 1000 li distance. Yan built Great Wall and set
up Shanggu, Yuyang, You-beiping, Liaoxi and Liaodong prefectures.

In 259 BC, King Zhaoxiangwang died and King Xiaowenwang got enthroned.
King Xiaowenwang died shortly, and King Zhuangxiangwang (Zi-chu) got
enthroned at age 32.

Qin King Zhuangxiangwang & Demise 0f Zhou

When Dongzhou-jun of the Zhou court colluded with various marquis for sake of
restricting Qin's expansion, Qin King Zhuangxiangwang sent his prime minister,
Li Buwei, on an attack at Zhou capital and relocated Zhou duke to today's
Liangxian County, Henan Province. Zhou Kingdom officially ended in this year,
256 BC, after Zhou King Nanwang was on the throne for 59 years. In this year,
both Duke Wugong (Xizhoujun) and Zhou King Nanwang passed away.

Zhuangxiangwang dispatched General Meng Ao on a campaign against Haan
Principality, forcing Haan into giving up the Zhou land (around Hulao-guan
pass) that Haan acquired by taking advantage of Zhou's demise. Meng Ao also
attacked Wei and San-chuan-jun Commandary was set up. Meng Ao would
continue on to Zhao Principality, taking over Taiyuan, Shanxi Province. In the
3rd year of Qin King Zhuangxiangwang, Meng Ao attacked Wei Principality and
Zhao Principality. A sun eclipse occured in April of this year. The next year, Wei
General Wuji, i.e., Prince Xingling-jun, led a joint army of Yan-Zhao-Haan-Chu-
Wei against Qin and defeated Qin General Meng Ao. In the month of May,



around 246 BC, Qin King Zhuangxiangwang died after 3-4 years on the throne,
and Ying Zheng (Emperor Shihuangdi, r. 246-210 BC) got enthroned.

Qin Empire & Unification Of China

The wars for unifying China now fell to the shoulder of Ying Zheng (Emperor
Shihuangdi, r. 246-210 BC). Shihuangdi, enthroned at the age of 13, would
unite China during the 25th year of his reign. At this time, Qin already took
over today's Sichuan Province and the land between Sichuan and Shenxi
Province and named it Nan-jun (Nan meaning Southern) Commandary. Qin also
took over the two Zhou fiefs and named the area San-Chuan-jun (Three River)
Commandary, and the land of Taiyuan, Shanxi Province and made them into
Shangdang, Taiyuan and Hedong-jun (East of Yellow River) commandaries.

In the first month of 259 BC (lunar calendar), Ying Zheng was rumored to have
been born after being inside of his mother's womb for 12 months and hence was
implicated to Lii Buwei or Luu Buwei (Qin's Prime Minister under Zi-chu). (Ld
Buwei gave Ying Zheng's mother to Qin King Zhuangxiangwang and further
smuggled Zhuangxiangwang out of Zhao Principality's capital. Zhuangxiangwang
previously served as a hostage in Zhao. Lii Buwei was responsible for making
Zhuangxiangwang an adopted son of the Qin king.) Qin's queen dowager would
certainly possess the earliest record of royal adultery. Before Ying Zheng's
mother, there would be Qin King Zhaoxiangwang's mother, Queen Dowager
Xuantaihou of Chu Principality origin, who adultered with a Rong king from
Yiqu-rong Statelet in today's northwestern Shenxi Province. Xuantaihou had
two sons born with Yiqu-rong King, but she killed Yiqu King, hence playing a
role of incorporating the lands of Longxi, Beidi and Shangjun (Yulin, Shenxi) on
behalf of Qin. In this sense, Xuantaihou was more a spider woman. Yiqu-rong
was commented to be a branch of the Xi-rong or Western Rong people.

Ying Zheng, (Emperor Shihuangdi), Qin's First Emperor, gained power at the age
of 13. Lii Buwei, as prime minister and Marquis Wenxin-hou, would be
responsible for all political and military matters of Qin court for the 13 years in
between. Lii Buwei was said have to given Lao Ai, a man disquised as an
eunuch, to Qin queen (who was Lii's mistress while in Zhao principality). Qin
queen had two sons born with Lao-Ai, but the two half-brothers got killed by
Ying Zheng when he found out about it. Shihuangdi had earlier regarded Lii



Buwei as so-called 'Zhong Fu', namely, second father. (In Chinese, the term for
uncle was written as Uncle-Father. It basically means that an uncle could act as
a proxy father.)

The wars of conquest already took place. In 473 B.C., the Wu Principality was
annexed by Yiieh. Chu Principality exterminated Yiieh (Yue) in 344 B.C. and Lu
Principality in 249 B.C. Qi annexed the state of Song in 286 B.C. And, Qin
exterminated the Zhou Dynasty in 256 B.C.

In 244 BC, General Meng Ao grabbed 13 cities from Haan Principality. In 242 BC,
Meng Ao grabbed 20 cities from Wei Principality and set up Dong-jun (East)
Commandary. In 241 BC, a five statelet joint army attacked Qin. In 240 BC,
comet was observed in the sky. General Meng Ao died in this year. Qin Queen
Dowager (Zi-chu's mother) died as well. In 239 BC, Prince Chang'anjun (Cheng-
Jiao), while under order to attack Zhao Principality, rebelled against his half
brother Qin King. Eunuch Lao-Ai (Marquis Changxin-hou) rebelled in 238 BC,
and Lao-ai got quelled by Qin's prime ministers, i.e., Prince Changping-jun and
Prince Changwen-jun (formerly princes of Chu Principality). Lao-ai's two sons
(Shihuangdi's half brothers) were ordered killed by throwing them onto the
ground in bags. Li Buwei was deprived of his post and titles for implication to
Lao-Ai. A Qi person, by the name of Mao Jiao, somehow pursuaded Shihuangdi
into welcoming his birth mother back to the palace from banishment after Qin
Shihuangdi killed over dozen of ministers who admonished him of filial piety.

One legalist, Li Si, would play a role in Shi Huangdi's political beliefs. Li Si was
previously a small potato official in Chu Principality, and he was a legalist. He
first observed the difference of behavior of mice in state's grain warehouse and
in poor people's house. Li Si commented about the psychology of officials who
engaged in embezzelement and corruption by saying that "the mice was content
with eating grains in the state's grain warehouse, but the mice in poor people's
house would be scared into fleeing once people came back home". Li Si was
responsible for advising on Qin King to revoke an order to expell non-Qin
officials out of Qin land. In face of allied attacks by the various principalities, a
person called Liao from Daliang (today's Kaifeng) would propose to Qin King to
sow dissension among various principalities via bribing their ministers with
300,000 units of gold. Liao once fled Qin capital as a result of fearing for his life
because he thought that Qin King, with long eyes, concave nose and leopard
voice, might someday kill him. Qin King caught Liao and conferred him the title



of 'wei', equivalent to commander-in-charge. Liao was also named Wei-Liao for
his title. Haan Principality, one of the Zhou vassals, in order to divert Qin's
efforts at wars, would send someone called Zhengguo to Qin for sake of
diverting Qin's manpower to irrigation projects. Ying Zheng, piercing Zhengguo's
plot, still hired him as an irrigation expert. Zhengguo dug the famous
'Zhengguo Qu' or Zhengguo Trench.

In 236 BC, General Wang Jian was ordered to attack Shanxi Province. In 235 BC,
Li Buwei died by drinking a traditional poison called 'zhen' that was made from
a bird who preyed on poisonous snakes for living. His thousand followers were
reprimanded by Qin King for mourning Lii Buwei's death. In 234-233 BC, Qin
army attacked Pingyang of Zhao multiple times and killed 100,000 Zhao
soldiers. Haan(2) King sent his prince, Hanfei-zi, to Qin. Hanfei-zi (also spelled
Haan Fei Zi) admired the works of Shang Yang. When Hanfei-zi came over to
Qin, his classmate, Li Si, would plot to have Qin King retain Hanfei-zi. Hanfei-zi
was later killed by Li Si out of envy for the favor that Shihuangdi had shown to
Hanfei-zi. Haan(2) King requested for vassalage with Qin. In 232 BC, Qin
attacked Haan Principality in today's Shanxi Province again. Earthquake was
recorded in this year. In 231 BC, both Haan and Wei surrendered some of their
lands to Qin. In 230 BC, Haan was converted into Yinchuan Commandary after
Haan King An surrendered to Qin. Earthquake was recorded again. Qin Queen
Dowager Huayang-taihou died this year.

In a series of campaigns between 230 to Map linked from

221 B.C., Qin unified China and founded http: //www.friesian.com/
the Qin Dynasty in 211 B.C. From 230-

221 BC., he crushed Haan, Zhao, Wei,

Yen, Chu, and Qi one by one.

In 230 BC, Haan King An surrendered.
In 239 BC, General Wang Jian attacked
Zhao. In 228 BC, Zhao King Qian
surrendered. Qin King went to Handan,
Zhao's capital and killed all those Zhao
people who offended Ying Zhen while
he was a hostage in Zhao. In this year,
Qin King's birth mother died. One Zhao



prince, Jia(1), went to the ancient Dai
Prefecture and declared himself King of |
Dai. Prince Jia allied with Yan
Principality.

In 227 BC, Prince Yan, Dan, aka Yan-Dan, sent an assasin called Jing Ke (aka
Qing-qging or Jing-qing) to abduct Qin King as a fast solution against the advice
of his teacher who proposed a long term plan in allying with multiple statelets
and the Huns against Qin. Prince Dan of Yan Principality once served as a
hostage in Zhao capital and hence he was a childhood pal of Qin King. Prince
Yan-Dan later went to serve as a hostage at Qin capital but requested for a
return when he was mistreated. (Jing Ke was from Wey statelet, toured
numerous countries, finally arrived in Yan statelet where he made friend with a
dog-butcher called Gao Jianli and drank wine and sang songs together all
through the day. Note that today's Koreans still enjoyed eating dog meat.) Jing
Ke was located by Tian Guang who later committed suicide to prove to Prince
Yan-Dan that he would not divulge the assasination scheme. Prince Yan-Dan
befriended Jing Ke with gold and women and rode chariots together inside
palaces, Yan-Dan even killed his stallion when Jing Ke mentioned that stallion's
liver should taste good, and Yan-Dan cut off the fingers of a court-maid when
Jing Ke praised the artistic skills of the maid's fingers in playing musical
instruments. Jing Ke then borrowed the head of ex-Qin defector general Fan
Yuqi and brought along a 13-year-old teenager called Qin Wuyang as his
assistant. (Qin Wuyang, a descendant of Qin Kai who had led Yan forces in
defeating Eastern Hu barbarians on behalf of Yan, was hired by Prince Yan-Dan
hastily rather than waiting for Jing Ke's better-qualified pal to come to the
assistance.) On the bank of Yi-shui River, Prince Yan-Dan and his entourage
wore the mourning clothes, Gao Jianli beat the instrument and Jing Ke sang the
song, "Bitter cold the water of Yi-shui River under the wind blowing with




whistling sounds, brave man now departs on the road of no return". Jing Ke hid
a knife inside the maps of Yan Principality and attempted to abduct Qin King
while he was showing the maps at Xianyang-gong Palace. When the page turned
and revealed the poisonous daggar, Jing Ke grabbed the dagger, charged against
Qin King, sliced off Qin King's robe when Qin King wrestled off, and chased Qin
King by circling the bronze pillar several times till an imperial doctor threw a
medicine box at Jing Ke. Qin ministers, daring not come upward due to Qin
King's rule of distance, shouted at Qing King that he could push the sword to
the back and pull out his long blade against his spine. Qin King cut Jing Ke's
left buttock, Jing Ke threw the dagger at Qing King and hit the bronze pillar
with sparks, Qin King attacked Jing Ke 8 more times, and Qin King escaped
alive. Jing Ke leaned against the pillar and laughed aloud, stating that Qin King
had escaped alive because he was trying to capture Qin King alive as he had
promised to Prince Yan-Dan. Qin Wuyang was killed by garrison guards down at
the palace steps. Qin King, unhappy over the assasination for a long time, then
awarded his doctor Xia-wu-gie with 200 taels of gold. (Sima Qian validated the
assasination story by meeting with personal friends of this imperial doctor.)
Thereby, Qin King sent order to Qin army at Zhao Principality and dispatched
General Wang Jian and General Xin Sheng on a campaign to attack Yan as a
retaliation. In Oct of 226 BC, Ji-cheng city the Yan capital was taken. General
Wang Ben, son of Wang Jian, took over Beijing. King Xi of Yan and Prince Yan-
Dan fled to Liao-dong or east of Liao River. Qin General Li Xin continued to
pursue Yan remnants. King Xi of Yan, at the advice of King Jia of Dai, killed
Prince Yan-Dan to appease Qin General Li Xin. In this year, General Wang Jian
retired. (4-5 years later, in 222 BC, Qin armies attacked King Xi of Yan again
and captured him. Gao Jianli, hiding himself for years, was later captured and
spared by Qin Emperor Shihuangdi. Shihuangdi made Gao Jianli beat instrument
with his eyes blinded with application of horse's discharge. Gao Canli later filled
his instrument with mineral led and tried to hit Shihuangdi in vain. Shihuangdi
ordered that Gao Jianli be executed for his assasination attempt.)

In 225, General Wang Ben attacked Wei Principality and flooded Kaifeng. In this
year, Wei King Jia(3) surrendered. In 224 BC, General Wang Jian was recalled for
attacking Chu. Chu King Fu-Chu surrendered. Chu General Xiang Yan erected
Prince Changpingjun as the new Chu King and counter-attacked Qin south of
the Huai River. In 223 BC, Wang Jian and Meng Wu defeated Chu and killed
Prince Changpingjun. Chu General Xiang Yan committed suicide. In 222 BC,
General Wang Fen pursued Yan King to the east Liaoning Province. Yan King Xi



surrendered. On the way back, General Wang Ben attacked King of Dai, Jia, and
captured him. Meanwhile, General Wang Jian went on to conquer the ex-Yue
land and set up Kuaiji Commandary. In 221 BC, Qi King Jian closed off the
border with Qin. General Wang Ben went to attack Qi and Qi(2) King Jian
surrendered.

By 221 BC, Shihuangdi, during the 26th Map linked from

year of his reign, completed the http://www.friesian.com/
unification of China.

Ying Zheng's ministers, cheng xiang
Wang Guan, yushi dafu Feng Bo & ting
wei Li Si, suggested a title called Qin
Huang with the character 'huang' taken %
from Three Ancient Sovereigns. Ying
Zheng adopted a title of 'huangdi' or
emperor for himself by combining the
words of 'Huang' and 'Di' from the Eight
Ancient Lords. (In Chinese, there is no
comparable words for emperor or
empire. The terminology for the empire
came from an imported word, 'Teikoku',
which the Japanese derived by lining
up the two Chinese characters for lord
and state.) After driving away the Huns
in the north and conquering the south,
Shihuangdi adopted the commandary-
county system advice of his minister Li
Si (Li Szu) who had risen to leftside
prime minister from so-called ting wei
(i.e., court captain).

Shihuangdi rebutted bo shi (i.e., doctor) Chunyu Yue and established the so-
called 'Jun-Xian System', namely, commandary-county system. Shihuangdi
rezoned his country into 36 commandaries in lieu of conferring dukes and kings
to his sons.



Qin Statelet's organization chart showed the best balance of power of ancient
China. Early Qin had used Bali Xi and Jian Shu as the rightside prime minister
and leftside prime minister. Three branches of governance were utilized,
namely, chief counselor (chengxiang), grand marshal (taiwei), and censor-
in-chief or inspector-in-chief (yushi dafu). The commandary-county system
would see a similar power balance in each and every commandary, a governor-
general and a censor, respectively.

Sima Qian commented that Qin was able to defeat all rivals as a result of its
abilities to conduct reforms and changes. Sima Qian said that Qin's armies might
not be that strong as the three Jinn principalities, and Qin's morality and
justice could not compared with that of the other vassals. The only strength
was its ability to change the status quo. Sima Qian's insight could be applied to
today's China as well !

In the next 11 years, Shihuangdi would be responsible for attacking the Huns in
the Hetao and Ordos areas, building and linking the Great Walls, standardizing
writing system, coins and measures, paving the highways across the country,
and digging canals to link up the water system. In the north, after the
rebuilding of the Great Wall, General Meng Tian was ordered to pave a road
across the mountains to reach Inner Mongolia. To the south, a highway would
continue up the valley of the Xiangjiang River, along the present-day railway
line, southeastward into Lingling. South of the county of Lingling, by the
present-day town of Xingan, Shihuangdi had a canal cut across the watershed to
link the Xiangjiang River with the head-waters of the Lijiang River, namely,
Ling Qu ("Magic Trench"), for sake of conquest of the south. In the southwest,
after Qin unification of China in 221 BC, Chang E, governor for Sichuan Prov,
extended the road to Yunan Prov's Shaotong and Qujing on basis of Li Bing's
pavement. This is the so-called "Five Chinese Feet Road" that was paved with
raw stone slates, with over thousand meter long trace recognizable today still.

Campaigns Against Xiongnu

Emperor Shihuangdi, being given a necromancy note stating that the people
who would destroy Qin would be named 'Hu' (which turned out to be the name
of his junior son Hu Hai [aka Huhai or Hu-Hai]), would embark on a northern
expedition against a group of people called Xiongnu (i..e, Huns) who were
categorically called Hu nomads at that time. The record shows that the Huns



lived not far away from the Chinese after all. Qin empire would take over
today's Hetao (the sleeve-shaped land surrounded by the Yellow River on three
sides) areas and set up 44 counties. Thereafter, Shihuangdi ordered General
Meng Tian to cross the Yellow River, and Yinshan Mountains of Inner Mongolia
were taken, where 43 more counties were set up. In both campaigns, Qin
migrated convicts to the new counties. It is very clear to me that the Huns had
been driven out of China from the very beginning.

To drive out the Huns, Shihuangdi ordered Meng Tian to construct and link the
various walls into the Great Wall. The Great Wall project cost innumerable
human lives, and one legend goes that Lady Menjiangnu had caused a segment
of the wall break down after crying for her lost husband for a long time. In the
north, after the rebuilding of the Great Wall, General Meng Tian was ordered to
pave a road across the mountains to reach Inner Mongolia. (This highway must
have gone into oblivion in later times. See
http://www.secretchina.com/news/articles/4/9/19/72164.html for writings on
Qin highways.) Another project, the imperial palace of "Er Pang Gong" ("E Pang
Gong" or "E'pang Gong"), took another toll on the nation's manpower and
resources. (General Xiang Yii later burned down the whole palace.) "Er Pang
Gong" project was started one year after book burning event. Shihuangdi
personally reviewed the project. The area of Shanglinyuan royal garden south of
Wei-shui River was chosen, and 700,000 labor were called upon from all over the
nation. After touring the completed "Er Pang Gong", Shihuangdi travelled to
Lishan Mountain where he decided for himself to have his underground tomb
palace built.

Shihuangdi collected private weapons from all over the nation and melted into
12 huge bronze statutes in the hope of depriving people of weaponry and
lengthening his dynasty. Bronze statutes weighed 240,000 Chinese grams each.
(Per Han Shu, 12 giants in 'Yi-di' alien clothing were sighted at Lingtiao of
Gansu in 221 BC, i.e., during the 26th year reign, and Shihuangdi instructed
that the bronze statutes were made on basis of the image of the giants.)
Shihuangdi ordered all royal descendants of ex-Zhou principalities rounded up
for closer supervision at the capital. About 120,000 households of noble
heritage relocated to Xian'yang. Shihuangdi also ordered that citadels and
castles across the nation be dismantled. Sima Qian commented that Shihuangdi,
though clamping down on the royals, failed to control the civilians. Later, Chen
Sheng and consecutively Liu Bang, who rebelled against Qin Empire, were both



civilians. Shihuangdi encountered nemrous assasination attempt as a result of
his cruelty to the people. Shihuangdi's cruelty would also be shown in his order
to have all civilians living near a rock be executed in 211 BC after someone left
inscription words stating that Qin would disintegrate once Shihuangdi died.

Book Burning & Confucian Burying

Shihuangdi was angered by two Confucians (i.e., Lu Sheng & Hou Sheng, more
semi-Daoist and semi-alchemist) who had cheated him in finding panacea. Li Si
(Li Szu), leftside prime minister, after winning favor over Chunyu Yue on the
matter of commandary-county system, would propose book burning. In 213 BC,
on Li Si's urging, Shihuangdi outlawed all other schools of thought ("Hundred
Schools") except for Legalism, and he ordered book burning. 346 Confucians
local to Qin capital were buried alive at one time. When Shihuangdi's elder son,
Prince Fu-Su (aka Fu Su), encountered the rows of Confucians who were on the
way to the burial ground, he went straight to Shihuangdi pleading for amnesty
on behalf of the Confucians. Shihuangdi rebutted Fu-Su and further sent his
elder son to Shangjun (today's Suide and ancient Suizhou) Commandary on the
northern border to be with General Meng Tian. Shihuangdi then played a trick
to have various prefectures send over about 700 more Confucians and scholars.
All 700 Confucians were stoned to death in a valley, a place later names 'valley
of confucian killing'. Mao Tse-tung was reported to have commented on
Shihuangdi's book burning and Confucian killing in 1958: "What's so unusual
about Emperor Shihuangdi of Qin Dynasty? He had buried alive 460 scholars
only, but we have routed millions of rightists..."

Sima Qian signed when he wrote about 'book burning'. Valuable records were
lost forever. Why? Sima Qian said that Qin Shihuangdi ordered all histories and
chronicles of Zhou Kingdom and various principalities be burnt, that only Qin
chronicles were left intact, and that the worst thing about Qin's chronicle was
that Qin, unlike Zhou and other vassals, did not write the dates in their
chronicle. Sima Qian also expressed relief that ancient classics, like Si Jing
(classics of poems) etc, had survived because they were hidden by civilians
outside of the court. But the histories and chronicles, only kept in Zhou court
or the courts of the vassals, were all destroyed.

Campaigns In The South
Shihuangdi also sent expeditions to the south and southwest, taking over
Guangdong Prov, parts of Guangxi Prov, and coastal Fujian Province. Qin army



moved eastwards from today's Jiangxi Province, crossed Wuyishan Mountains,
and went southwards to today's Guangdong Province. Between 220 BC and 214
BC, Qin expeditions conquered two small states of the Yue people, in present-
day Wenzhou and Fuzhou, and set up the Commandery of Minzhong. During
this campaign, Qin mobilized an army of 100 to 200 thousand people, mostly
consisting of the so-called outcasts of then China, i.e., the men who lived in
wives' homes after the marriage and the merchants whose occupation was
deemed the lowest in then society. Qin Emperor Shihuangdi, after conquering
the south, set up the commandaries of Guiling, Nanhai (south sea), and
Xiangjun (elephant commandary, i.e., later Rinan Commandary of Han Dynasty)
etc. History recorded that altogether 500,000 people, consisting of the
disgraced men and the merchants and etc, were relocated to southern China.
This explains the fact that today's Guangdong Province still possesses the most
variety of ancient Chinese dialects.

Shihuangdi's Nationwide Tours & His Death

Shihuangdi went on numerous inspection tours of the nation. In order to travel
faster around the nation, he ordered the pavement of so-called 'Zhi Dao', i.e.,
straight highways. Zhidao might have gone into oblivion later, but its existence
could be corroborated by Sima Qian's comments that he returned to Han capital
via an ex-Qin Zhidao. During the autumn of 27th year reign, Shihuangdi
travelled westward to Longxi of Gansu Prov and returned via Beidi of northern
Shenxi Prov; the next spring, he travelled eastward to Shandong Peninsula.
Shihuangdi also climbed Mount Taishan, and later dynasties would make it a
rule to revere Mount Taishan (considered one of three 'Di' or overlords). On top
of Mt. Taishan, he conferred the title of Five Dafu onto five big trees for
sheltering him from the storm. Shihuangdi climbed Mt. Langya-shan and
ordered a renovation surpassing Yue King Gou-jian's project. 100 days later, the
project was completed with 30,000 labor; Shihuangdi climed up the storey and
looked into the east sea for the three legendary islands of Peng-lai, Fang-zhang
and Ying-zhou. An article extolling his unification of China was inscribed on
Mount Langya-shan. He arrived at Mount Jieshi, near today's Qinhuangdao and
Shanhaiguan Pass, to see sunrise; later, Cao Cao came to the same spot and
wrote a famous poem to express his ambition at a high age by making an
analogy of him to an old warring horse. Shihuangdi travelled to Mount
Kuaijishan where he revered Lord Yii the founder of Xia Dynasty. Shihuangdi
admired the building of Langye, i.e., a costal palace that King Yue had used
after relocating capital from Kuaiji. Shihuangdi also oversaw two panacea-



finding overseas trips by Xu Fu at Langye port of present Jiangsu-Zhejiang
province, somewhere near the Yangtze Delta mouth. (The always-on lamps
inside of Shihuangdi's tomb, lit by oil refined from mermaid fish from the East
China Sea, corroborated the fact that Chinese fishing vessels were very active in
the East Sea 2200 years ago. Xu Fu, by the way, was speculated to have arrived
in Japan with 3000 virgin boys and girls, plus artizans.) At one time, on the
road, near Bolangsha of Yangwu County, he encountered the 'iron hammer'
attack of an assasin sent by Zhang Liang, an ex-Haan(2) royal descendant.
Shihuangdi, during the last trip, had the accompaniment of his 18th son
(Huhai). Zhao Gao, the 'zhongchefu-ling' (i.e., the eunuch officer in charge of
palace), was the tutor of Huhai. During his last trip on which occasion he died
at a place called Shagiu (near today's Xingtai of Hebei or ancient Xingzhou
prefecture), Zhao Gao would collude with Li Si in hiding the death of
Shihuangdi and revising Shihuangdi's will. Zhao Gao and Li Si bought carts of
salt fish (‘bao4 yu?2') to cover the stinky smell of Shihuangdi's dead body. They
later sent an order in the name of Shihuangdi to have the elder prince (Fu-Su)
and General Meng Tian commit suicide on the pretext that they had failed to
complete the Great Wall project within 10 years. Fu-Su was originally banished
to Shangjun to build the Great Wall after he offended Shihuangdi earlier on the
matter of Confucian burying. Thereafter, Hu-hai arrested Meng Yi and ordered
Meng Tian to commit suicide. Meng Tian, at the Great Wall, would give up
military authorization to General Wang Li and surrender himself against his
generals' advice to stage a rebellion. Meng Tian said he did not want to defame
the three-generation loyalty of his family. (Cao Cao of Latter Han Dynasty had
cited Meng Tian's loyalty as one reason that he still upheld last Han Emperor
Xiandi as the lord.) The two Meng brothers were killed thereafter. By Sept of
this year, Hu-hai dispatched Shihuangdi's coffin to Lishan Mountain. Right after
Hu-hai's ascension to the throne, he would order that all his half brothers (12
in total) and half sisters (10 in total), relatives, some generals and ministers, be
killed for sake of solidifying his rule.

At the time of Shihuangdi's death, Qin already terracotta soldier
abolished 'live human funereal burial'. The terra-

cotta army would be replacement for the old

funeral burial.



Hu-hai, however, was recorded to have ordered that
all Shihuangdi's concubines who had no childbirth
be buried inside of Shihuangdi's tomb. To prevent
the artizans from disclosing the inside of the tomb,
Hu-hai, at the advice of Zhao Gao, also sealed off
the tomb, with the artizans inside. The tomb,
according to Sima Qian, had numerous traps,
mercury rivers and automatic arrows, designed to
be detente for any tomb-diggers.

Also recorded by Shi Ji would be:

i) always-on lamps lit by oil refined from mermaid
fish from the East China Sea, and

ii) diamonds and other precious stones used for
decorations as stars, sun and moon on the dome of
the tomb.

China & The Name Of Chin (Qin), & Qin Ethnicity

The name of 'China’ itself is mistakenly linked to the so-called first united
empire of China, Qin or Chin, which lasted just a dozen or so years, from 221 BC
to 206 BC. The word 'china’ or 'China’ deserves another look as to its origin. The
name of China has nothing to do with chinaware. As to the chinaware, that will
point to the inventions from Song/Ming dynasties, not the ancient pottery. The
chinas of Song & Ming are famous for their blue and white patterns and the
hardness of the product as a result of high temperature manufacturing process.
While I read about citation of a similar name in Sanskrit, i.e., Cina or Cin, some
scholar had speculated that the name 'Chin' could be a mutation of 'Jing' the
alias for the Chu State in Southern China during the Zhou Dynasty. This may
sound a bit extrapolated. However, it is believable in light of the fact that Han
emissary Zhang Qian mentioned he saw in the Oxus and Fengana Valley the silk
and clothing produced in Sichuan Province which merchants said were shipped
over from India. Around 122 BC, Zhang Qian saw cloth of Sichuan in Bactria and
reported that he saw Zangke bamboo products and Sichuan clothing which the
Bactria merchants said were shipped over from India. Emperor Wudi then
ordered expeditions to the west in search of a route to India.



In 135 BC, Han emissary noted that Nan-Yue or Southern Yue was using soy
sauce from Sichuan Province. Yelang Statelet, with 100,000 strong army, was
targeted by Han as a ally in the war on Southern Yue. Han emissary said that
the Zangke River (a place in today's Sichuan Province), by which the Yelang
Statelet dwelled, would flow into Panyu of today's Guangdong Province. Looking
at the map, we could assume the ancient Zangke River must have flowed down
today's Guizhou Province to converge with the West River of Guangdong
Province.

Chinese history recorded that the people living to the south of Vietnamese, in
both Linyi (Champa) and Funan, possessed curly hair, a Negroid characteristic
that has more to do with Dravidians of India. It is no strange to see this
phenomenon when we examined the history of southeast Asia as a whole to
find that Indian influence had spread across the whole area much before the
Chinese poked their nose in the same area. In 110s BC, General Lu Bode
(carrying the same title '‘Quelling Sea Waves' as the Latter Han General Ma Yuan)
was ordered by Han Emperor Wudi to campaign in the south, and he first set up
Rinan Commandary. The Linyi (Champa) Statelet would be where the Xianglin
County of Rinan Commandary was. General Ma Yuan erected two bronze pillars
here as a demarcation line of Han China's boundary.

We could not completely discount the name for China as having origin in Qin
Dynasty. Some scholars pointed out that the Huns used to call Han Chinese by
'Qin Ren', i.e., Qin people. Some records in Chinese Turkistan did point to the
continued usage of 'Qin Ren' well after Qin's demise. In between the name of Qin
and Cathay, there was another name for China, i.e., Tabgac or Toba, that was
inscribed on some stone monument by the Turks during Tang Dynasty.

Qin's Ethnicity

I consider Qin people as mainly Sino-Tibetan speaking Chinese versus the Indo-
European Yuezhi or Altaic steppe people. I had examined terra cotta soldiers
and almost all figures possessed Mongolian eyes which were more slanted than
today's Chinese. Qin's ancestors dwelled in the border areas of Gansu-Shenxi,
and they might have conquered and absorded various Xi Rong or Western Rong
tribes, i.e., Qiangic nomads. No conclusive evidence suggested that Qin's
ancestors had noticeable deviation from the Zhou Chinese. Qin was considered a
vassal of the same big family. No history showed that Zhou Chinese and vassals




had any direct contact with Yuezhi in Chinese Turkistan and Gansu Province.
Shi Ji recorded that Qin's ancestors were called 'Rong Xuxuan', carrying a
denotation that they might be mixed with thr Rong people; later, reformer
Shang Yang's boasting that he had reformed Qin people's Rong/Di customs into
civilized mode did point to the fact that Qin people had carried lots of Rong-di
traits.

Rong's ethnicity, difficult to expound either via classic books or archaeological
findings, was more likely associated with the Qiangic people whose ancestors,
SanMiao or Three Miao people, were relocated to Gansu Prov 4000 years. In the
hun.htm section, I had expounded that the Rong people in the west, sharing
possibly the same blood-line with Xia Chinese but differring in 'Culture' such as
cuisine, clothing, money and language, appeared to be an early offshoot of
Sino-Tibetan speaking Qiangic people.

The wars on record would be between Qin and the Xirong, Doggy Rong and
various other Rong people, and between Zhou Chinese and Rongdi (which split
into Baidi and Chidi) etc. The wars on record would be : i) between Qin and the
Xirong, ii) between Quan-rong and Zhou, iii) between Qi/Yan and Shan-rong
(i.e. Bei-rong), iv) between Chang-di and Wey/Xing, v) between Chi-di/Bai-di
and Jinn, vi) between Dali-rong and Qin, vii) between Linhu and Zhao, viii)
between Yiqu-rong and Qin, and ix) between Zhou Chinese and Rongdi (which
split into Baidi and Chidi) etc. Other wars would be with Maojin-rong, Li-rong,
Gui-rong, Ji-rong, Lunhun-rong & Wan-rong etc.

Dwelling close to various Rong people (including Xirong) would be the Yuezhi.
The relationship of the Yuezhi to Rong or Rond-di people is not clear. Bai-di and
Chi-di evolved from Rong-di. Baidi (White Di) dwelled in ancient Yanzhou
(today's Yan'an), Suizhou (today's Suide) and Yinzhou (today's Ningxia). Chidi
(Red Di) dwelled in a place called Lu(4), near today's Shangdang (Changzhi,
Shanxi). In the West Yellow River Bend area could also be found Yuezhi people.
Gua Di Zhi stated that Yuezhi country included ancient Liangzhou, Ganzhou,
Suzhou, Yanzhou and Shazhou, i.e., today's Gansu, Ningxia and Shenxi
Provinces. I could not speculate about it simply by interpreting the words here,
i.e., Bai meaning white, Chi meaning red, and Rong meaning hairy. Note that
white or red were designations of tribal clothing customs or related symbols,
and they had nothing to do with hair or skin. Shang Dynasty used black bird as
a totem, for example, and Clyde Winters' appropriation in claimng a Negroid



origin of Shang people was fallacious. Similarly, minoriy people in Southwest
China, like Bai-zu and Yi-zu, had derived from Bai-man (white barbarian) and
Hei-man (black barbarian) of Di-Qiang people or ancestors of today's Tibetans.

Qin/Zhou Chinese Zigzags With Rong & Di Peoples

Now back to Rong people at the time of Zhou Dynasty. Count of West, Xibo,
namely, Zhou Ancestor Ji Chang, once attacked the Doggy Rongs (said to be
same as Xianyun barbarian on the steppe). Dozen years later, Zhou King
Wuwang exiled the Rongs north of the Jing & Luo Rivers. The Rongs were also
called Huangfu at the time, a name to mean their 'erratic submission'. 200 years
later, Zhou King Muwang attacked the Doggy Rongs and history recorded that
he captured four white wolves & four white deers (white deer and white wolf
being the titles of ministers of Rongdi barbarians) during his campaign. The
Huangfu (Doggy Rong) people then no longer sent in yearly gifts and tributes.
Zhou King Yiwang, the grandson of King Muwang (r. 1,001 - 946 BC), would be
attacked by the Rongs. The great grandson, King Xuanwang (reign 827 - 782),
finally fought back against the Rongs. Shi Jing eulogized King Xuanwang's
reaching Taiyuan of Shanxi Province and fighting the Jiangrong. Thereafter,
King Youwang (reign 781-771) was killed by the Doggy Rongs at the foothill of
Lishan Mountain and capital Haojing was sacked. Quanrong & Xirong had come
to aid Marquis Shenhou (father-in-law of King Youwang of Western Zhou, ¢ 11
cent - 770 BC) in killing King Youwang of Zhou Dynasty in 770 BC. Rongs who
stayed on at Lishan were called Li-rong. The Rongs moved to live between the
Jing & Wei Rivers. Lord Qin Xianggong was conferred the old land of Zhou by
Zhou King Pingwang (reign 770-720). Zhou King Pingwang encouraged the Qin
Lord to drive out the Quanrongs.

Quanrong or Doggy Rong of the west were also named Quan-yi-shi (Doggy alien
tribe) or Hunyi / Kunyi (Kunlun Mountain aliens?, but was commented to be
the same as character 'hun4' for the meaning of mixing-up). Shan Hai Jing
legends stated that Huangdi or Yellow Emperor bore Miao-long, Miaolong bore
Nong-ming, Nongming bore Bai-quan (White dog) which was the ancestors of
Quanrong. Shan Hai Jing also stated that Quan-yi had human face but beast-like
body. An ancient scholar called Jia Kui stated that Quan-yi was one of the
varieties of Rong people. Among the above names, one group of barbarians
would be called the Rong-di(2) people. Some Rong and Di must have mixed up,
and one more designation would be Rongdi Rong which later split into Chidi
and Baidi. History book mentioned that Rongdi was of dog ancestry, related to



Pan-hu, the ancestor of San-Miao people who were exiled to Gansu by Lord
Shun.

Qin warred with various Rong peoples over a time span of over 600 years. When
Zhou King Liwang was ruling despotically, the Xi Rong (Xirong or Western Rong)
people rebelled in the west and killed most of the Daluo lineage of Qin people.
Zhou King Xuanwang conferred Qin Lord 'Qin Zhong' (r. BC 845-822 ?) the title
of 'Da Fu' and ordered him to quell the Xirong. Qin Lord Zhuanggong's senior
son, Shifu, would swear that he would kill the king of the Rong people to
avenge the death of Qin Zhong before returning to the Qin capital.
Zhuanggong's junior son would be Qin Lord Xianggong (Ying Kai) who assisted
Zhou King Pingwang (reign 770-720) in cracking down on both the Western
Rong and the Dogggy Rong. Shifu was taken prisoner of war by Xi Rong during
the 2nd year reign of Qin Lord Xianggong and did not get released till one year
later. During the 7th year reign of Qin Lord Xianggong, i.e., 771 BC, Doggy Rong
barbarians sacked Zhou capital and killed Zhou king at the invitation of Marquis
Shen (i.e., Shenhou). Qin Lord Xianggong (Ying Kai) died during the 12th year
of his reign (766 BC) when he campaigned against the Rong at Qishan. Qin Lord
Wengong (r. BC 765-716), during his 16th year reign, Wengong defeated Rong at
Qishan. Wengong would give the land east of Qishan back to Zhou court. Qin
Lord Ninggong (r. BC 715-704) would defeat King Bo and drove King Bo towards
the Rong people during the 3rd year reign, i.e., 713 BC. Ninggong conquered
King Bo's Dang-shi clan during the 12th year reign, i.e., 704 BC. Qin Lord
Wugong (r. BC 697-677), during the 10th year reign, exterminated Gui-rong
(Shanggui of Longxi) and Ji-rong (Tiansui Commandary), and the next year,
exterminated Du-bo Fief (southeast of Xi'an), Zheng-guo Fief (Zheng-xian
County) and Xiao-guo Fief (an alternative Guo Fief, different from the Guo
domain conferred by Zhou King Wenwang onto his brother, Guo-shu). Xiao-guo
Fief was said to be a branch of the Qiang people.

Meanwhile, lord of the Jinn Principality, Jinn Xian'gong (r. 676-651 BC),
attacked Li-rong (Xi Rong) barbarians during his 5th year reign, i.e., 672 BC
approx, and captured a Li-rong woman called Li-ji. In 664 BC, Qi Lord
Huan'gong destroyed the statelets of Shan-rong and Guzhu. (Guzhu was
formerly Zhu-guo Statelet, a vassal of ex-Shang dynasty. The Shan-rong or
Mountain Rongs went across the Yan Principality of Hebei Province to attack Qi
Principality in today's Shandong Province. 44 years later, they attacked Yan.
Around 664 BC, Yan-Qi joint armies destroyed the Mountain Rong Statelet as



well as the Guzhu Statelet.

During the 16th year of Zhou King Huiwang (reign 676-652), namely, 661 BC,
the Chang Di barbarians who were located near today's Jinan City of Shandong
Province, under Sou Man, attacked the Wey and Xing principalities. The Di
barbarians, hearing of Qi army's counter-attacks at Mountain-rong, embarked on
a pillage in central China by attacking Wey and Xing statelets. The Di barbarians
killed Wey Lord Yigong (r. BC 668-660 ?) who was notorious for indulging in
raising numerous birds called 'he' (cranes), and the barbarians cut him into
pieces. A Wey minister would later find Yigong's liver to be intact, and hence he
committed suicide by cutting apart his chest and saving Yigong's liver inside of
his body.

Over 20 years later, in 636 BC approx, the Rongdi nomads attacked Zhou King
Xiangwang (reign 651-619) at the encouragement of Zhou Queen who was the
daughter of Rongdi ruler. Jinn Principality helped Zhou King by attacking the
Rongs and then escorted the king back to his throne 4 years after the king went
into exile. After the defeat in the hands of Jinn, the Rongs moved to the land
between the Yellow River and the Luo-shui River, and two groups were known at
the time, Chidi (Red Di) and Baidi (White Di). Baidi (White Di) dwelled in
ancient Yanzhou (today's Yan'an), Suizhou (today's Suide) and Yinzhou. Zuo Shi
Chunjiu stated Jinn defeated Baidi and remnants were know as Bai-bu-hu later.
Chidi (Red Di) dwelled in a place called Lu(4), near today's Shangdang. Zuo Shi
Chunjiu stated that Jinn Principality destroyed the Lu(4) tribe of the Chidi, and
the remnants were know as Chi-she-hu nomads later.

In 659 BC, Qin Lord Mugong conquered Maojin-rong. In 623 BC, i.e., during the
37th year reign, Qin Mugong, using You Yu as a guide, campaigned against the
Xirong and conquered the Xirong Statelet under their lord Chi Ban. Once Chi
Ban submitted to Qin, the rest of Western Rong nomads in the west
acknowledged the Qin overlordship. Qin Mugong would conquer altogether a
dozen (12) states in Gansu-Shaanxi areas and controlled the western China of
the times. Zhou King dispatched Duke Zhaogong to congratulate Qin with a gold
drum.

During the 3rd year reign of Qin Gonggong, i.e., 606 BC, Lord Chu Zhuangwang
campaigned northward against the Luhun-rong barbarians and inquired about
the Zhou cauldrons when passing through the Zhou capital. Luhun-rong



barbarians, according to Hou Han Shu, had relocated to northern China from
ancient Gua-zhou prefecture of Gansu Prov. Alternatively speaking, per ancient
scholar Du Yu, Luhun-rong barbarians, with clan name of Yun-shi, originally
dwelled to the northwest of Qin and Jinn principalities, but Qin/Jinn
seducingly relocated them to Yichuan area (i.e, Xincheng, Henan Prov) during
the 22nd year reign of Lu Lord Xigong (r. BC 659-627), i.e., in 638 BC.

Great Walls & The Barbarians

As to barbarian groups, there were Mianzu-Quanrong-Di-Wanrong to the west of
Qin Principality, Yiqu-Dali-Wushi-Xuyan etc to the north of Qin Principality,
Linhu-Loufan to the north of Jin (Jinn) Principality, and Donghu-Shanrong to
the north of Yan Principality. Mianzu could be pronounced Raozhu. Quanrong
was know as Kunrong or Hunrong or Hunyi. The character 'hun4' for Hunyi or
Hun-yi is the same as Hunnic King Hunye or Kunye and could mean the word of
mixing-up. Wan-rong dwelled in today's Tianshui, Gansu Prov. Yiqu was one of
the Xirong or Western rong stateles at ancient Qingzhou and Ningzhou. Dali-
rong dwelled in today's Fengxu County. Wushi was originally Zhou land, but it
was taken over by Rong. Qin King Huiwang took it back from Rong later. Linhu
was later destroyed by General Li Mu. Loufan belonged to Yanmen'quan Pass.

During the 13th year reign of King Jianwang, i.e., 573 BC, Jinn Lord Ligong was
killed by Luan Shu and Zhongxing Yan, and Jinn dispatched emissaries (led by a
Zhi family member) to the Zhou court to retrieve Zi-zhou as Lord Daogong. Jinn
Lord Daogong made peace with Rongdi (who attacked Zhou King Xiangwang
earlier), and the Rongdi sent in gifts and tributes to Jinn. Another one hundred
years, Zhao Xiang-zi of Zhao Principality took over Bing and Dai areas near
Yanmen'guan Pass. Zhao, together with Han and Wei families, destroyed another
opponent called Zhi-bo and split Jinn into three states of Han, Zhao & Wei.
Yiqu-Rong built castles to counter Qin. Qin King Huiwang took over 25 cities
from Yiqu.

In 461 BC, Qin Lord Ligong, with 20,000 army, attacked Dali-rong barbarians
and took over Dali-rong capital. In 444 BC, Qin Lord Ligong attacked Yiqu-rong
barbarians in the areas of later Qingzhou and Ningzhou and captured the Yiqu-
rong king. Around 430 BC, Yiqu-rong barbarians counter-attacked Qin and
reached south of Wei-shui River. Qin Lord Xiaogong (r. BC 361-338), during the
first year reign, Qin Xiaogong made an open announcement for seeking talents
all over China in the attempt of restoring Qin Mugong's glories. In the east, Qin



Xiaogong took over Shaancheng city, and in the west, he defeated and killed a
Rong king by the name of Huan-wang near Tiansui, Gansu Prov. Qin, under Qin
King Zhaoxiangwang, continued wars against Wei & Zhao principalities. King
Zhaoxiangwang's mother, Queen Dowager Xuantaihou, adultered with a Rong
king from Yiqu Statelet in today's northwestern Shenxi Province. She had two
sons born with Yiqu Rong King, but she killed Yiqu King and incorporated the
lands of Longxi, Beidi and Shangjun (Yulin, Shenxi Prov) on behalf of Qin. Qin
took over Shangjun from Wei. Qin built the Great Wall at Longxi of Gansu, Beidi
and Shangjun of Shenxi land. The two successive Jinn states which bordered
the northern nomads, Wei & Zhao, plus Qin and Yan, would be busy fighting the
nomads for hundreds of years, and they built separate walls to drive the nomads
out. Zhao King Wulingwang adopted reforms by wearing Hu cavalry clothing and
he defeated Linhu / Loufan and built Great Wall from Dai to Yinshan Mountain.
Zhao set up Yunzhong, Yanmen and Dai prefectures. A Yan Principality General
by the name of Qin-kai, after returning from Donghu as a hostage, would attack
Donghu and drive them away for 1000 li distance. Yan built Great Wall and set
up Shanggu, Yuyang, You-beiping, Liaoxi and Liaodong prefectures.

Qin State founded the first united empire of Qin in 221 BC. After Qin
unification of China, Emperor Shihuangdi ordered General Meng Tian on a
campaign that would drive the so-called Hu nomads or the Huns out of the
areas south of the Yellow River. The Huns under Modok's father, Dou-man (Tou-
man), fled northward and would not return till General Meng Tian died ten
years later. Details about barbarians were also covered at prehistory section.

'Qian Shou' & 'Li Min'

Often misinterpreted would be two words in Shi Ji, 'Qian Shou' and 'Li Min'. Qian
Shou means dark head. 'Qian' would be used as an alias for Guizhou Province in
the south, and it means dark or black. Li Min or Limin means the people whose
face had turned darkish and became brown. Both terms were used for
designating the lower level people. I noticed one or two claims on the internet
saying that the Chinese people being ruled were of Negroid origin and that the
two terms validated this fact. This is fallacious the same way as those who claim
that the rulers of China, Zhou or Qin, were of Caucasian origin and they ruled
the Mongoloid people. I deem both sayings as fallacious.

My interpretations would be based on the following quotes and citations. Shi Ji
recorded that Qin's second emperor (Huhai) had once rebutted Li Shi's loyalty



by citing Lord Yu's hardwork on behalf of Lord Shun. Emperor Huhai said that
Lord Yu had spent years travelling around the country for sake of flood control
and that Lord Yu's face had turned 'li hei', that is, the kind of brownish
darkness. Also on record would be Li Shi's self account by calling himself a 'gian
shou' (or 'qianshou’), i.e., a civilian. Haan Fei Zi said that the working people
possessed hardened palms and 'li' face as a result of hard work and that they
should be ascribed big contributions to the society. Later records in 4-5th
century continued to use the word 'li' or 'zheng li' (steaming or sweating li
people) for designating the masses. (The character 'zheng’, per Chinese
dictionary, means a huge number, but I would rather interprete it on basis of its
original meaning, i.e., steam. This character was also used for the relationship
between a man or emperor and his father's comcubine.)

To dispel Nordic racist extrapolation, I will give two good examples to show that
Qin Chinese were not color-blind people. The blackness, coined in 'Qian Shou'
and 'Li Min', was related to the skin, not the hair. When Qin Mugong repented
over his mistake in invading Zheng Principality which had led to the ambush
disaster at the Battle of Xiao'er, he used the characters 'huang fa fan fan' (white
hair turning yellowish) to describe the high age of his two counsellors, Jian Shu
and Baili Xi. Both old men, 80-90 years old, had objected to Mugong's war
against Zheng in the first place. The second example would be the reference to
Daoist founder, Lao-zi, as Huang Lao. Lao-zi was recorded to have grown yellow
beard and he was called Huang Lao or the Yellow Elderly. This shows that
ancient Chinese did know the difference between 'huang' (yellow) and black.
The universal feature of 'black' hair was not something that would have
deserved a special coding in the terms of 'Qian Shou' and 'Li Min'. 'Qian Shou'
and 'Li Min' meant nothing other than brownish dark skin as a result of
sunlight exposure, not hair !!! White racists would have to stop their over-
excitement in here.

The second example would be the reference to Daoist founder, Lao-zi, as Huang
Lao. Lao-zi was recorded to have grown yellow beard and he was called Huang
Lao or the Yellow Elderly. This shows that ancient Chinese did know the
difference between 'huang' (yellow) and black. The universal feature of ‘black’
hair was not something that would have deserved a special coding in the terms
of 'Qian Shou' and 'Li Min'. 'Qian Shou' and 'Li Min' meant nothing other than
brownish dark skin as a result of sunlight exposure, not hair !!!



Then, what was ancient Chinese hair color after all? A dumb question. Today's
Chinese are direct descendants of ancient Chinese. To dispell any speculation, I
will list the following sentence as a proof that ancient Chinese took pride in
hair's density and blackness as beauty and health: In classics Zuo Zhuan, during
the 28th year reign of Lu Lord Zhaogong, a statement was made to infer that in
the old times, a You-reng-shi woman bored a beautiful daughter, with 'zhen[3]
hei[1]' (i.e., dense and black) hair.

Qin Chinese were still considered a part of Zhou family. Shi Ji mentioned the
union and separation of the Qin people and Zhou people. Shi Ji also talked
about how much influences Qin people had over the Xi Rong or Western Rong
people and why Zhou court conferred the land of Qin or Gansu Province onto
Qin people at the advice of Marquis Shenhou. Shi Ji talked about generations of
fightings between Qin and Xi Rong nomads.

Demise Of Qin Empire

But, three years after Shihuangdi's death, by 207 BC, rebellions, touched off by
Chen Sheng & Wu Guang, would erupt over the country. This was to do with Hu-
hai's continuing the policies of employing huge manpower for building the
Great Wall & the Shihuangdi's Tomb on Lishan Mountain, and for the fightings
with northern nomads. Latter historians commented that China's dynasty
substitution could be said to have been induced by events in the east, but
whoever succeeded in establishing an empire would be from the west. Zhou
Kingdom's demise was attributed to Tian Chang's setting an example via killing
his lord in Qi Principality. Qin's demise was attributed to the rebellion touched
off by the Chen Sheng gang who were destined for northern post in Beijing
area. The most recent dynastic change would be the communists destroying the
nationalists (KMT) in 1949, and again the demise of the KMT government was
induced by Japanese invasion in the east.

Zhao Gao would kill his competitor Li Si and his whole family. Li Si suffered a
cruel penalty called 'decapitation at the waist'. Li Si's elder son was exempt
because Li You was a general stationed outside of the capital. Li You would die
fighting the rebels later. Qin's ennuch prime minister, Zhao Gao, would kill the
second emperor, Hu-hai, in order to negotiate a peace with Liu Bang's Chu army.
Liu Bang was able to take over Qin's capital because General Xiang Yi had



entangled major Qin armies in Zhao Principality. Liu Bang declined the request
to divide Qin land into two parts. Prince Zi Ying would succeed as the third
emperor, and he, with the help of two sons, killed Zhao Gao. In this year, 206
BC, Zi Ying surrendered to Liu Bang after being on the throne for 46 days. Xiang
Yu would enter Qin's capital, Xian'yang, and he killed Qin's last emperor, Zi Ying
and Zi Ying's royal family members. After pillaging Qin's 'Er Pang Gong' Palace
which ran for 300 Chinese li distance, Xiang Yu ordered the palace burnt. The
fire went on for three months. Xiang Yu then sent soldiers to Lishan Mountain
to dig Qin Emperor Shihuangdi's tomb. The lootings took one month to move to
Xian'yang. Exact damages to Shihunagdi's tomb would not be known till it is
fully excavated by the future archaeologists.

Counting Qin Lord Xianggong as the starting point, Qin Statelet enjoyed a
history of altogether 617 years. Qin kinsmen, descending from 'Ying' surname,
would include the family names of Xu[2], Huang[2], Jiang[1] and Qin[2],
Feilian-shi, and Zhongli-shi etc.



HAN DYNASTY

Early Han Dynasty was, in fact, a restoration of Zhou Dynasty's feudal system.
Numerous independent statelets were in existence. Chen Sheng & Wu Guang
rebellion against Qin resulted in restoration of some of the ex-Zhou
principalities. General Xiang Yu would declare himself the 'Hegemony King of
Western Chu Principality', in addition to conferrals of 18 kings. During and after
the Chu-Han Wars, Han Emperor Gaozu or Gaodi (Liu Bang) had conferred
kingship to numerous generals who contributed to the overthrow of Qin Empire
and the later campaigns against General Xiang Yu.

Early Han Dynasty, however, was also commented to have inherited Qin's cruel
system and layout without any fundamental changes or reforms. Han Emperor
Gaozu had an official called Xiao He who had once served as an ex-Qin clerk in a
county. Xiao He, being conferred the post of 'xiangguo', i.e., prime minister,
would be responsible for maintaining the existing layout of the Qin system.
Three branches of ex-Qin governance were utilized, namely, chief counselor
(chengxiang or xiangguo), grand marshal (taiwei), and censor-in-chief or
inspector-in-chief (yushi dafu). Chief Counselor was supposed to rule over nine
chief ministers (jiu ging) and thirteen departments. By Emperor Wudi's times,
censor-in-chief was in charge of inspecting on 13 circuits (zhou or fu) with
circuit inspector (cishi) in charge, 100 commandaries and 1200 counties.

Qin's cruel laws began with reformer-legalist Shang Yang and got much more
crueler under Li Si. In early Han times, cutting off feet, peeling off noses as
well as inscribing black ink marks on faces were still common. Criminal law
reform would begin with Han Emperor Wendi (reign 179-157 BC). In 167 BC, a
famous doctor called Chunyu Yi offended some powerful patient and was
sentenced for 'bodily penalty'. Since Chunyu Yi once served as a county
magistrator in Taicang County, he was sent to the nation's capital for
incarceration ('bodily penalty'). Chunyu Yi had five daughters, with the
youngest one called Tiying. Tiying submitted a request to Emperor Wendi,
saying she would be willing to be sold to the government as a slave for
substituting her father's bodily punishment. Hence, Emperor Wendi was moved



by Tiying and decreed that 'bodily penalty' be abolished.

The domain of early Han China was not as extensive as Qin Empire. Independent
statelets would be the Nan-yue Statelet, Min-yue Statelet and Dong-yue
Statelet. Non-Chinese statelets would include Dian-Yue, Yelang and etc. After
being defeated by the Huns, Han Emperor Gaozu or Gaodi adopted a pacifying
policy by supplying Han princess for inter-marriage with the Huns. Emperor
Huidi and Empress Luhou as well as Emperor Wendi and Emperor Jindi followed
through with old policies. It would be during the times of Han Emperor Wudi
(reign 140-87 BC) that Han China's territories would expand in all directions.
Wudi would launch offensives against the Huns, retake control of southern
China, and invade Manchuria and Korea.

Han Dynasty's notable deeds would be the restoration of Confucianism as the
creed for ruling the nation. (This compliment, widely quoted by historians,
should be looked at through a different perspective. As Lin Yutang said, Chinese
practiced Legalism in essence while Confucianism on surface. More than that,
Daoism had much more effect than the former two. See Confucianism versus
Daoism below.) At the times of Wudi, around 124 BC, 'Tai Xue', i.e., university or
Grand School, was created for attracting talents and Five Classics became the
official moral and political ideology of the state. 50 doctoral students were
enrolled. By 50 BC, the palace school had 3000 students enrolled, and by 1 AD,
the graduates would staff the bureaucracy. Wudi, meaning "Martial Emperor",
was also credited with inception of the emperial eras. The definition of the
Chinese New Year, the second New Moon after the winter solstice, could be
dated from the inception of the Taichu Era in 103 BC. 'Recommendation System'
was adopted for purpose of having talented people sent to the prefecture
capitals and the nations's capital as a reserve for officialdom. Han Dynasty's 'Tai
Xue' would be the model for Western Jin Dynasty's 'Guo Zi Xue', Toba Wei
Dynasty's 'St Meng Xue', and Sui-Tang and Yuan's 'Guo Zi Jian'.

Serving under Wudi would be the historian Sima Qian (Szu-ma Ch'ien) (145-86
BC) who, having undergone castration for offending Wudi on the matter of
absolving Li Ling's surrender to the Huns, would live with humiliation in order
to finish his history book, Shi Ji, "Historian's Records". (Shi Ji was not officially
sanctioned. Later, during the times of Latter Han Dynasty, another historian,
Cai Yong, was executed by Wang Yun for sake of stopping him from compilation
of history book.) Sima Qian underwent castration for lack of financial resources.



Han Dynasty usually allowed people to either pay money or undergo castration
in exchange for absolving from death penalty. Also note that in ancient China,
death row convicts would be absolved from execution during the year a new
emperor was enthroned. It is called 'imperial amnesty'. Death convicts were
usually executed in the autumn of the year, i.e., autumnal executions.

Han Dynasty possessed the typical characteristics as far as the pattern of power
corruption was concerned. There would appear 'empress power' (‘in-law power'),
‘eunuch power' and 'warlord power'. Gradually, the tripartitie functions lost their
influences, and the departments like 'shangshu sheng' (state affairs) and
'zhongshu sheng' (secretariat) would weign on the emperors. The influence from
people in palace, 'empress power', led to the demise of the Western Han. Wang
Mang, who usurped Western Han and founded Xin Dynasty, derived his power
from Empress Wang. All three forms of power corruption led to the demise of
Eastern Han. We would touch on this in the sections below.

Confucianism vs Daoism During Early Han Dynasty

Mr Lin Yutang proposed during early 20th century the notion that 'ancient
Chinese were Confucian superficially, Daoist innerside, and legalist in
governance.' A careful perusal of early Han Dynasty history will show the kind
of interwining nature of the three schools of thought in governance and
philosophy.

Han Dynasty founder (Han Emperor Gaodi, Liu Bang) was never fond of
Confucians. When receiving a 60-year-old confucian by the name of Li Yiji,
Gaodi deliberately had two maids wash his feet; when Li Yiji challenged Gaodi
on the matter of not showing respect for the old confucian, Liu Bang called the
name of 'shu ru' (i.e., damned confucian); Liu Bang did not show respect for Li
Yiji till Li Yiji cited successes and failures in history as examples for Liu Bang to
win the war against Qin Empire.

At the time of Emperor Jingdi (reign 156-141 BC), a Confucian, by the name of
Dong Zhongshu, was made into a so-called 'bo shi', i.e., doctor, for his research
into Confucius' book Springs & Autums. In 140 BC, when Emperor Wudi got
enthroned at the age of 16, he would make a decree that local governors send
in learned persons to the capital, and over one hundred intelligentsia, include



Dong Zhongshu of Guangchuan, Gongsun Hong of Zichuan, and Yan Zhu of
Kuaiji, came to the capital. Wudi disapproved of the old officialdom policy
which was to have officials (worthy of a pay of 2000 units of grains) recommend
their sons and nephews for various posts. The new decree, 'advocating thrift
people and recomemending filial people', discounted the family origin. A good
story about Wudi would be his assigning Yan Si (an old man who went through
two prior emperors' rule without any promotion) for the post of du wei
(governing captain) of Kuaiji Commandary Wudi was impressed by Dong
Zhongshu's article which advocated Confucianism as the creed for ruling a
nation. Wudi conferred Dong a post as prime minister for King of Jiangdu (Liu
Fei).

Prime Minister Wei Guan suggested to Wudi that only few Confucian
intelligentsia like Gongsun Hong and Yan Zhu should be retained while the rest
non-Confucians could be sent back to their homes. After Wudi replaced Wei
Guan with Dou Ying (nephew of Dowager Empress Doutaihou), Dou Ying and
Tian Fen would locate two Confucians for Wudi: Zhao Guan and Wang Zang.
Zhao Guan and Wang Zang were two of the thousand students of an eighty-year-
old Shen-gong of ex-Chu Principality. Shen-gong was renowned for his research
into ancient Shi Jing [classics of poems]. Shen-gong was invited to the capital
by Wudi, but Shen-gong somehow performed modestly for sake of avoiding
palace struggles. Dowager Empress Doutaihou, who previously intended to kill
'bo shi' Yuan Gu who served under Emperor Jingdi, would force Wudi into having
Zhao Guan and Wang Zang arrested for propagation of Confucianism. Doutaihou
was fond of Daoism and hated Yuan Gu, Zhao Guan and Wang Zang for
advocating Confucianism. Zhao Guan and Wang Zang, who offended Doutaihou
for advising Wudi on prevention of empress intervention in politics, would
commit suicide inside the prison. Under the pressure of Doutaihou, Wudi
deprived Dou Ying and Tian Fen of their posts. Shen-gong claimed illness and
went home. Confucianism did not get developed until much later.

After the death of Dowager Empress Doutaihou, Tian Fen was assigned the post
as prime minister. Dong Zhongshu, who was conferred a post as prime minister
for King of Jiangdu (Liu Fei), would be impeached by an official called Zhufu
Yan in 135 BC. Han General Guan Fu tried to mediate over the relationship of
Tian Fen and Dou Ying, but he offended Tian Feng in a marriage banquet in 131
BC. With the help of Dowager Empress Wangtaihou, Tian Feng made Wudi order
that both Guan Fu and Dou Ying be executed. Guan Fu's whole family were



exterminated.

Wudi's brother, King of Lu, discovered some surviving books hidden by the 8th
generation grandson of Confucius (Kong Zixiang) inside of the walls of
Confucius' house. Zhang Tang, a censor or inspector under Wudi and a cruel
criminal law official, would order 'bo shi' scholars to research into Shang Shu
and Shi Jing. (Zhang Tang was notorious for his childhood article 'Interrrogating
Mice' on which occasion he caught and interrogated mice after digging through
mice's underground caves to catch the mice for mice's stealing his family's
grains.) In 130 BC, at the age of 80, Gongsun Hong, who claimed illness after
returning from the Huns as an emissary, was recommended to the court again.
Yuan Gu was over the age of 90 by that time. Gongsun Hong was conferred the
post as yushi dafu, i.e., censor-in-chief.

Zhufu Yan, using Jia Yi's ideas, proposed to Wudi to have various Liu kings
divide their domain into smaller fiefs among their brothers and sons so that
various Liu kings would not be strong enough to pose a threat to the central
government. Zhufu Yan also proposed pacifying policies with the Huns; but,
after General Wei Qing and General Li Xi defeated the Hunnic kings in Loufan
and Baiyang and took over the Hetao land south of the Yellow River in 127 BC,
Zhufu Yan changed his mind and proposed to Wudi to have a castle built on the
north bank of the North Yellow River Bend in the same way as Qin Emperor
Shihuangdi did. Gongsun Hong advised against Zhufu Yan's proposal by citing
the futile attempts of Qin Shihuangdi in mobilizing 300,000 people for building
the castle. Wudi concurred with Zhufu Yan in relocating over 100,000 people to
the north bank. Zhufu Yan impeached King of Yan for his lasciviousness, and
King Yan was ordered by Wudi to commit suicide. Zhufu Yan was dispatched to
King of Qi as prime minister. Angry that his daughter could not be married over
to King Qi, Zhufu Yan impeached King Qi for King Qi's affairs with a sister. King
Qi committed suicide. Gongsun Hong impeached Zhufu Yan for King Qi's death,
and Wudi ordered Zhufu Yan and his family be executed. Wudi deprived Xue Ze
of the prime minister post; Gongsun Hong was conferred the post of prime
minister (the post that belonged to three so-called 'san gong' or three duke-
equivalents) and the title of Marquis Pingjin in 124 BC. Gongsun Hong,
following the practice of eminent princes of Warring States time period, set up
several guest houses for attracting talents and counsellors. Gongsun Hong
appeared thrifty and pious, but jealous of talents and extravagent inside. Dong
Zhongshu had criticisms of Gongsun Hong. Gongsun Hong somehow inhibited



Wudi's attempt to recall Dong Zhongshu.

With Gongsun Hong as prime minister, Wudi instituted the position of wu jing
bo shi, i.e., Five Classics Doctorals and ordered that prefectures and various Liu
kingdoms dispatch learned youths to the capital as doctoral students. Confucius'
ninth generation grandson, Kong An'guo, was among the doctorals teaching the
students.

Gongsun Hong recommended Ji An for the post of rightside nei shi and
recommended Dong Zhongshu for the post of prime minister for King of Jiaoxi
(Liu Rui), in the attempt of ridding the two political enemies by means of
'borrowed knife'. Dong Zhongshu resigned his post for retirement shortly
thereafter and then finished a 100,000 character book entitled Chungiu Fanlu
(miscellaneous dews from Spring & Autumn era).

Zhang Tang was conferred the post of ting wei (court captain). Zhang Tang and
Gongsun Hong colluded with each other, and Ji An refused to show respect for
the two. Zhang Tang had under his service a learned doctoral student called Ni
Kuan; Ni Kuan was known to Wudi for his article that Zhang Tang submitted to
Wudi. In 124 BC, Wei Qing was conferred the post of Da Jiangjun (Grand General
or Generalissimo) for defeating Hunnic 'rightside virtuous king' and capturing
150,000 Huns; Wei's three babies and his generals were conferred marquisdom
titles; Wei Qing married with 40 year old widow, Princess Pingyang. Though, Ji
An still showed no respect for Wei Qing. The next year, Wei Qing led 6 columns
against Huns. General Zhao Xin surrendered to Huns. General Huo Qubing,
however, had a small victory. Wudi, to enrich the depleted royal savings spent
on campaigns against the Huns, would decree that officialdom could be bought
with money.

King of Huainan, Liu An, hired eight elderly intelligentsia and completed the
alchemy and legends book, Huai Nan Zi. King of Huainan committed suicide
when his attempt to rebel against Wudi was exposed, and Zhang Tang tried
accomplices and exterminated the families of people involved. Huainan fief was
reduced to Jiujiang Commandary. King of Hengshan, Liu Ci, followed the suit of
Liu An. Hengshan fief was reduced to a commandary. Seven year old prince was
made a crown prince. Marquis Bowang-hou (Zhang Qian) was dispatched to the
west again.



Also notable would be a figure called Dongfang Shuo who, per research of some
scholar, had been recorded to have travelled to the Arctic area more than 2000
years ago. The basis of this claim would be Dongfang Shuo's writings in regards
to 'extreme darkness' and 'extreme daylight' for six months, respectively.

Demise Of Qin & Chu-Han Wars

Emperor Shi Huangdi, Qin's First Emperor, was enthroned at the age of 13.
During the 26th year of his reign, by 221 BC, Shihuangdi completed the
unification of China and he established the so-called 'Jun-Xian System', namely,
commandary-county system, at the advice of his prime minister, Li Tsu.
Shihuangdi re-zoned his country into 36 commandaries in lieu of conferring
dukes and kings onto his sons. In the next 11 years, Shihuangdi would be
responsible for attacking the Huns in the Hetao and Ordos areas, building the
Great Wall, standardizing writing system, coins and measures, paving the
highways across the country, and digging canals to link up the water system.

But, three years after Shihuangdi's death, by 207 BC, rebellions, touched off by
Chen Sheng & Wu Guang Rebellion of 209 BC, would overthrow Qin rule. In 207
BC, Qin's ennuch prime minister, Zhao Gao, would kill the second emperor, Hu
Hai, in an attempt to negotiate peace with rebel Liu Bang. Liu Bang declined
the request to divide Qin land into two parts. Prince Zi Ying would succeed as
the third emperor, and he, with the help of two sons, killed Zhao Gao. In this
year, 206 BC, Zi Ying surrendered to Liu Bang after being on the throne for 46
days. Liu Bang was able to take over Qin's capital because General Xiang Yu had
entangled major Qin armies in former Zhao Principality territories. Xiang Yu
would enter Qin's capital, Xian'yvang, and killed Qin's last emperor, Zi Ying and
Qin's royal family members.

Chen Sheng & Wu Guang Rebellion

In 209 BC, 900 recruits from Yangcheng in ex-Chu Principality area were on the
way of being dispatched to the northern post of Yuyang (near today's Beijing).
However, rainy season stopped them from going further. Fearing Qin's
punishment of death penalty for missing schedules, two team leaders, Chen
Sheng & Wu Guang, killed two Qin captains and declared an uprising in the
name of restoring Chu.



Chen Sheng & Wu Guang took over Qixian County, Hubei Province soon. Chen
Sheng sent someone called Ge Ying on a campaign to the east, and Chen himself
went to attack Chenxian County with tens of thousands of rebels he assembled
in a matter of months. Two Confucians, Zhang Er & Chen Yu, came to see Chen
Sheng and recommended that Chen Sheng restore ex-Zhou descendants as kings
of various principalities. Chen Sheng, however, declared himself King of 'Zhang-
Chu', namely, king of expanding Chu. Chen Sheng dispatched Wu Guang as
‘proxy king' on a northward campaign against Henan Province. Zhang Er & Chen
Yu requested with Wu Guang for 3000 soldiers to attack ex-Zhao territories, and
Wu Guang sent Wu Chen as the head of this expedition into north of the Yellow
River. When Ge Ying arrived at Jiujiang, on the Jiangxi side of the Yantze River,
he met an ex-Chu royal descendant, Xiang Jiang, and Ge Ying enthroned him as
King of Chu. Hearing that Chen Sheng already declared himself King of Zhang-
Chu, Ge Ying killed Xiang Jiang. But Ge Ying still got executed by Chen Sheng
for his mistake. Chen Sheng sent Deng Zong to Jiujiang, instead, and he also
sent Zhou Shi to ex-Wei territories to fight Qin armies. Wu Guang, failing to
take Yingyang of Henan Province, would take advice from someone called Cai Ci
and sent Zhou Wen on a western expedition against Qin capital in Shenxi
Province. On the road to Qin capital, Zhou Wen was joined by tens of thousands
of people. Confucius' 8th generation grandson, Kong Fu, recommended to Chen
Sheng that he should make preparations for bitter fights with Qin armies. Wu
Chen, after cossing the Yellow River at Baimajin, took over more than 30 towns
and counties in a matter of months and occupied ex-Zhao capital of Handan.
Zhang Er & Chen Yu pursuaded Wu Chen into declaring himself King of Zhao
Principality. Wu Chen, against Chen Sheng's order to go west to aid Zhou Wen,
would send Han Guang to ex-Yan territories in the northeast, Li Liang to
Changshan of northern Shanxi, and another general to Shangdang of Shanxi
Province. Qin Emperor Huhai would take the advice of Zhang Han in arming the
convicts on Lishan Mountains. Zhang Han faced up with Zhou Wen and drove
Zhou Wen out of Hanguguan Pass.

In Peixian County, Jiangsu Province, 48 year old Liu Bang, an ex-Qin county
official who was hiding in Mount Dangshan (in today's Anhui Province) for
setting free Lishan-destined convicts, would answer Chen Sheng's uprising by
killing the county magistrate. In the Yangtz Delta, Xiang Liang and his nephew,
Xiang Yu, would kill governor Yin Tong of Kuaiji Commandary and they
assembled an army of 8000 men, the later so-called 'brother-soldiers from east
of the Yangtze River'. (In ancient times, Wu-Yue people around the Yangtze



Delta were famous for carrying swords and their belligerency, similar to
Japanese samurai.)

Zhou Shi attacked the ex-Wei city of Dicheng. An ex-Qi royal descendant, Tian
Dan, would kill the county sheriff and declare himself King of Qi Principality.
Tian Dan went on to drive Zhou Shi away. Zhou Shi, rejecting request from his
soldiers to be a king, sought from Chen Sheng (the Zhang-Chu King) an ex-Wei
royal descendant, Prince Jiu, as King of Wei Principality. Wu Chen's general, Han
Guang, would declare himself King of Yan Principality after defeating Qin armies
in ex-Yan territories. By this time, Chu-Zhao-Qi-Wei-Yan statelets were restored.

After Li Liang took over Changshan of Shanxi, King Zhao, i.e., Wu Chen, would
order his general to attack Taiyuan of Shanxi. Qin armies played a trick of
dissension. Li Liang killed Zhao King (Wu Chen). Zhang Er & Chen Yu located an
ex-Zhao royal descendant, Zhao Xie, and made him the new King of Zhao
Principality. Li Liang, after being defeated by the new Zhao king, would
surrender to Qin General Zhang Han. Qin General Zhang Han had earlier
defeated the western expedition led by Zhou Wen, and Zhou Wen committed
suicide after a defeat. Proxy King Wu Guang was still encircling Yingyang at this
time, but he refused to listen to opinions from two of his generals. Hearing of
Zhou Wen defeat, the two generals under Wu Guang would kill Wu Guang with a
pretext of an order from King Chen Sheng. Soon, the two generals (Tian Zang
and Li Gui) were defeated by Qin General Zhang Han and got killed. Qin General
Zhang Han went on to attack Chen Sheng. Chen Sheng was killed by his driver,
Zhuang Jia, after being a king for 6 months. Chen Sheng's general, Lii Chen,
would bury Chen Sheng on Mount Dangshan. (Later, Han Emperor Liu Bang
would order 30 families to guard Chen Sheng's tomb, and Chen Sheng was
treated as the 'father of revolution'.)

After the death of Chen Sheng, someone called Qin Jia would locate an ex-Chu
royal descendant and make him King of Chu. Lii Chen met a rebel called Qiong
Bu (Ying Bu). Together, they retook Chenxian County from Qin armies. Hearing
that Xiang Liang & Xiang Yu crossed the Yantze River, Qiong Bu went to join
their camp. Xiang army, numbering 8000, was cheated across the Yangtze by a
Zhang-Chu general who issued an order in the name of dead King Chen Sheng.
Chen Ying, an ex-Qin clerk of Dongyang County, combined forces with Xiang
Liang. Together with Chen Ying & Qiong Bu, Xiang army swelled to 40-50,000
men. Another rebel, by the name of General Pu(3), led 10-20,000 people to the



Xiang camp. Xiang armies went on to route the new Chu king at Pengcheng.
Xiang army then had a first battle with Qin army, but Xiang Liang was defeated
by Zhang Han. Xiang Liang then attacked Xiecheng. At this time, Liu Bang,
together with Zhang Liang whom he met on route, came to Xiang Liang to
borrow soldiers. Xiang Liang invited Liu Bang to a meeting for selection of a
new Chu king. An old man called Fan Zeng would recommend finding an ex-Chu
royal for the post. The grandson of Chu King Huaiwang, a shepherd at the time,
was enthroned and he was entitled Chu King Huaiwang. Zhang Liang proposed
to Xiang Liang for restoration of Haan Principality. Zhang Liang located an ex-
Haan royal called Cheng and restored Haan(2) Principality.

Qin General Zhang Han would attack the rebels in Wei Principality. Qi-Chu joint
armies went to the relief. Zhang Han would kill Qi's King (Tian Dan) as well as
Wei General Zhou Shi. Wei King (Prince Jiu) commited suicide. Xiang Yu rescued
Jiu's brother, Prince Bao. Zhang Han went on to attack Qi city which was
guarded by Tian Rong. Qi people enthroned Tian Jia, the brother of pre-Qin-era
ex-Qi King Jian, as the new king. Tian Dan's brother, Tian Rong, did not obey to
the new Qi king. Xiang armies helped Tian Rong in defeating the Qin armies.
But Tian Rong would not follow Xiang Yu in pursuit of Qin armies. Tian Dan
family enthroned the son of the dead Qi King (Tian Dan) as another new Qi
king. Xiang Liang army went on to take over Dingtao City and killed Qin General
Li You (son of dead Qin prime minister Li Tsu). In an ensuing battle, Xiang
Liang would be defeated by Zhang Han and got killed. Hence, Xiang Yu and Liu
Bang retreated towards the south and moved Chu King Huaiwang to Pengcheng.
Hearing that Zhang Han went northward to attack Zhao territories, King
Huaiwang sent Prince of Wei, Bao, to retake Wei territories. King Huaiwang
decreed that whoever entered Qin capital would be conferred the title of King of
Qin Principality. Both Liu Bang and Xiang Yu requested for the task to attack
Qin. Zhao King Xie, being attacked by Qin General Zhang Han, requested for
relief. Hence, Xiang Yu was eager to go to Zhao territories to fight Zhang Han
for sake of avenging his uncle's death. Liu Bang campaigned towards the Qin
capital.

The Demise of Qin

In the land of Zhao Principality, Zhang Er, Zhao's prime minister, was unhappy
that his blood-brother pal (Chen Yu) did not send enough relief army to him.
The two would become feuds after the war, and Chen Yu would desert Zhao
Principality for the mountains. Zhang Er's son, Zhang Ao, would come to Julu to



aid Zhao Principality. Once General Xiang Yu arrived in Julu, allied armies began
to battle with Qin armies. Qin General Wang Li was captured, and Qin General
Zhang Han and his 200,000 army surrendered to Xiang Yu after the mediation of
Sima Xin. (Sima Xin had once rescued Xiang Liang from Qin's prison dozens of
years ago.) Xiang Yu, on the way westward, would kill the 200 thousand Qin
prisoners of war.

Liu Bang was able to take over Qin's capital because General Xiang Yu had
entangled major Qin armies in Zhao Principality. Earlier, on the road, Liu Bang
was joined by Peng Yue and his thousands of rebels. An old Confucian called Li
Yiji came to serve Liu Bang. Li Yiji would use a trick in taking over the
crossroad town of Chenliu, and Li Yiji's brother (Li Shang) would lead 4000 men
to attack Kaifeng. Zhang Liang would come to join Liu Bang at this time.
Hearing that Zhao General Sima Mao had crossed the Yellow River to attack Qin,
Liu Bang would hasten his war efforts for sake of being the first to enter Qin
capital. Liu Bang went south to attack Luoyang first, and then Nanyang of
Henan Province. Then, Liu Bang went westward, taking over Wuguan Pass
(Danfeng of Shenxi Prov). Qin Prime Minister, Zhao Gao, would kill Qin Second
Emperor Hu-Hai in order to negotiate a peace with Liu Bang's Chu army. Liu
Bang declined the request to divide Qin land into two parts. Qin Prince Zi-Ying,
a grandson of Qin Shihuangdi, would succeed as the third emperor, and he, with
the help of two sons, killed Zhao Gao when Zhao Gao came to Zi-ying's home for
inviting Zi-ying as the new emperor. In this year, 206 BC, Zi-Ying surrendered to
Liu Bang after being on the throne for 46 days.

When General Xiang Yu arrived at Hanguguan Pass, he met with Liu Bang's
soldiers who refused to allow him to enter Qin's land. Xiang Yu, with soldiers
four times more than Liu Bang, would order Ying Bu (Qiong Bu) to attack
Hanguguan. Liu Bang, using the tips from Zhang Liang, would bribe Xiang Yu's
uncle, Xiang Bo, for reconciliation. There was a banquet called Hongmen
Banquet from which Liu Bang slipped away alive. Xiang Yu would enter Qin's
capital, Xian'yang, and he killed Qin's last emperor (Zi Ying) and Qin's royal
family members. After pillaging Qin's "Er Pang Gong Palace" which ran for 300
Chinese li distance, Xiang Yu ordered that the palace be burnt. The fire went on
for three months. Xiang Yu sent soldiers to Lishan Mountain to dig Qin Emperor
Shihuangdi's tomb as well. The lootings took one month to move to Xian'yang.
Then, Xiang Yu would make Chu King Huaiwang the so-called Emperor Yidi and
proclaim himself the King of Xichu Ba Wang, namely, the hegemony king of



Western Chu Principality. General Xiang Yu would rezone the country into the
following vassalages:

King of Han for Liu Bang, with domains covering Sichuan Province and
Hanzong (the land between Sichuan and Shaanxi);

King of Yong for Zhang Han, with domains covering west of ex-Qin
capital, Xianyang;

King of Sai for Sima Xin, with domain covering the areas between east of
Xianyang and the Yellow River;

King of Di for Dong Yi, with domain covering Shangjun;

King of Xiwei (Western Wei) for King Bao of Wei, with domain moved to
the east of Yellow River;

King of Henan for Shen Yang, with domain covering Luoyang city, Henan
Province;

King of Haan for King Cheng of Haan, with domain at Yangdi city;

King of Yin for Sima Mao, with domain inside of the Yellow River Bend;
King of Dai for King Xie of Zhao, with domain around Dai Prefecture;
King of Changshan for Zhao Er, with domain at ex-Zhao Principality;
King of Qiujiang for Qiong Bu, with domain around Dangyang;

King of Hengshan for Wu Rui, with domain in the middle Yangtze River
areas;

King of Linjiang for Gong Ao, with domain covering Jiangling, Hubei
Province;

King of Liaodong (eastern Liaoning Province) for King Han Guang of Yan
Principality, with domain moved to southern Manchuria;

King of Yan for Zang Tu, with domain covering Beijing, Hebei Province;
King of Jiaodong for King Tian Shi of Qi Principality, with domain
relocated to eastern Shandong Province;

King of Qi for Tian Du, with domain covering ex-Qi principality;

King of Jibei for Tian An, with domain covering northern Shandong
Province.

Chu-Han Wars

Liu Bang's Han Dynasty would come from the title of King of Han(4). General
Xiang Yu, after pillaging the Qin capital, left for Pengcheng. On the way, Xiang
Yu took King of Haan(2), Haan Cheng, into custody for his allowing Zhang
Liang to escort Liu Bang westward. Xiang Yu killed King Cheng of Haan(2)
shortly thereafter. King of Yan, Han Guang, refused to relocate to eastern



Liaoning Province, and King Zang Tu expelled Han Guang and chased him to
death at Wuzhongshan Mountain. Xiang Yu conferred Zang Tu the Liaoning land
as well. King of Jiaodong, Tian Shi, was killed by his general Tian Rong. Tian
Rong sent army to defeat King of Qi, Tian Du. Tian Rong further killed King of
Jibei, Tian An, and declared himself King of Three Qi Lands ('San Qi'). Tian Rong
then conferred the seal of a general on Peng Yue and ordered Peng Yue to
attack the Liang (Wei) places. Chen Yu would come out of seclusion and request
for aid from Tian Rong in attacking King of Changshan, Zhao Er, his one time
blood brother. Chen Yu welcomed King of Dai (previously King Xie of Zhao) back
to Zhao, and King Xie conferred Chen Yu the kingship of Dai.

Liu Bang, at Xiao Heh's recommendation, would use Haan Xin as 'Da Jiangjun',
i.e., grand marshal. Haan Xin, pretending that Han(4) armies were busy
repairing the so-called 'zhan dao', wood and bamboo roads carved in the middle
of the cliffs, would circumvent to Nanzheng. (The 'zhan dao' road was burnt by
Zhang Liang earlier to show to Xiang Yu that Liu Bang had no ambition for the
east.) Haan Xin would soon arrive at Chencang and defeat King of Yong, Zhang
Han. Zhang Han committed suicide. Within one month, King of Sai (Sima Xin)
and King of Di ( Dong Yi) both surrendered, and Liu Bang retook the old Three
Qin Lands ('San Qin').

Xiang Yu would order that Zheng Chang be the new King of Haan(2) for sake of
countering Liu Bang's Han(4) armies. Xiang Yu also ordered a campaign against
Peng Yue. Thinking that Peng Yue received the backing from Tian Rong of Qi, he
would concentrate on fighting Qi armies first. Liu Bang would dispatch an ex-
Haan(2) royal called Xin to the old Haan(2) land as the new King of Haan(2).
Liu Bang conferred Marquis Chengxin-hou onto Zhang Liang; Liu Bang
dispatched Li Shang on a campaign against Shangjun and Beidi commandaries.
In 205 BC, Liu Bang dispatched a column to fetch his father and wife, but the
contingent was stopped by Xiang Yu's army. Xiang Yu ordered that Emepror Yidi
leave Pengcheng so that he could come back to the city, and thereafter ordered
that King of Qiujiang (Ying Bu) send assasins to kill Emepror Yidi. King of
Haan(2) Haan Xin defeated Zheng Chang. King of Henan (Shen Yang)
surrendered to Liu Bang. Liu Bang devised the 'three elderly' system for each
county he occupied. After pacifying Shenxi Province, Liu Bang crossed the
Yellow River at Linjin-guan Pass and arrived at He-nei land. King of Yin (Sima
Mao) was defeated and he fled to his capital Chaoge. Liu Bang dispatched Fan
Kuai against Chaoge. In Shandong Province, Xiang Yu defeated Tian Rong; Tian



Rong fled his capital Chengyang for Pingyuan where he was killed by civilians;
Xiang Yu erected Tian Jia as the new king of Qi. Qi people located Tian Heng
(Tian Rong's brother) as their king, drove off Tian Jia and retook Chengyang. At
Chaoge, Han?2 Xin tricked Sima Mao out of the city by pretending a retreat and
then ordered that Fan Kuai, Guan Ying and Zhou Bo ambush Sima Mao. Sima
Mao was captured, and he surrendered to Liu Bang. A Chu du wei, Chen Ping,
fled to Han camp and was recommended to Liu Bang by General Wei Wuzhi.
Chen Ping first answered Chen Sheng's rebellion and then joined the ranks of
Xiang Yu. Chen Ping proposed that Liu Bang lead a surprise attack at Pengcheng
by taking advantage of Xiang Yu's entanglement in Shandong Province. Chen
Ping was conferred the post of hujun zhongweli, i.e., captain for pacifying army.
Upon arriving Luoyang of Henan Prov, Liu Bang met an elderly called Dong-
gong who proposed that Liu Bang uphold the slogan that his army was to fight
Xiang Yu on behalf of Emperor Yidi assasinated by Xiang Yu. Liu Bang ordered
that his army mourned Yidi for three days and sent decrees across the nation.

King of Wei, Bao, answered Liu Bang's decree. King of Zhao followed. Liu Bang
assembled an army of 500-600,000, comprising of soldiers from Sai, Di, Haan,
Wei, Yin, Zhao and Henan principalities. When Peng Yue reported that he had
defeated Chu army, Liu Bang ordered that Peng Yue be the prime minister for
King of Wei. Liu Bang took over Pengcheng without a fight.

Remnants fled to Chengyang to report to Xiang Yu. Xiang Yu personally led
30,000 men back to Pengcheng. Xiang Yu drove Liu Bang out of Pengcheng.
Altogether over 100,000 Han army were destroyed by Xiang Yu, and another
300-400,000 fled. Chu army chased Han army to Sui-shui River of Anhui Prov,
and another 100,000 were drowned in the river. Liu Bang barely escaped after
begging two Chu generals for mercy. Liu Bang's family members at Fengxiang
were captured by Xiang Yu. While passing through a village, Liu Bang met an
old man by the name of Qie, and Qie married his daughter to Liu Bang.
(Concubine Qie would be tortured to death by Empress Lithou later.) Liu Bang
converged with his General Xiahou Ying, and the two met two of Liu Bang's
children. When chased by Chu General Ji Bu, Liu Bang tried to rid his children
of the chariot. Xiahou Ying rescued the two children and carried them on his
horseback. Liu Bang converged with the army led by Lii Ze, the brother of
Lihou. King Yin, Sima Mao, died in this battle; King Sai (Sima Xin) and King Di
(Dong Yi) surrendered to Xiang Yu. King Zhao etc fled home. Liu Bang's father,
Taigong, and wife Lii-shi, were both captured by Xiang Yu.



Zhang Liang proposed that Liu Bang confer the lands east of Hanguguan Pass
onto Haan Xin, Peng Yue and Chu General Ying Bu for sake of fighting Xiang Yu.
Liu Bang dispatched emissary for seeking alliances with Peng Yue. Then, Liu
Bang relocated to Yingyang for re-organization. Xiang Yu arrested the mother of
a Han general called Wang Ling; Wang Ling's mother committed suicide for sake
of having his son serve under Liu Bang instead of surrendering to Xiang Yu.
Haan Xin led relief army to Yingyang, and Xiao He dispatched homeland soldiers
to the aid of Liu Bang, too. Haan Xin took charge and defeated Chu army at
Yingyang, Nanjing and Suocheng. Liu Bang conferred crown prince on his five
year old son, Liu Ying, and ordered that Xiao He and crown prince guard
homeland inside of Hanguguan Pass. King Wei, Bao, requested for going home
on the pretext that his mother was ill; Liu Bang released Bao; Bao rebelled
against Liu Bang upon return to Pingyang; Liu Bang dispatched Haan Xin
against King Wei Bao. Haan Xin deliberately prepared ships at Linjin to attract
the attention of Wei army, while he secretly made wooden cauldron, crossed the
river at Xiayang and defeated Wei army at Dongzhang. Han General under Haan
Xin, Cao Can, defeated Wei General Wang Xiang and took over the city of Anyi.
At Quyang, Haan Xin and Cao Can fought with King Wei and captured Wei Bao.
Then, Han army went to take over the capital of Pingyang. Wei Bao's family was
sent to Liu Bang, and Liu Bang took over Bao's concubine (Bo-shi) as his own
and bore Liu Huan (i.e., later Han Emperor Wendi). (Wei Bao was said to have
rebelled against Liu Bang because an necromancer stated to Bao and Bo-shi that
Bo-shi's son would be an emperor in the future.)

Haan Xin requested for 30,000 men for sake of fighting Zhao principality. Haan
intended to take over Zhao, Yan and Qi one by one before fighting Xiang Yu. At
Pingyang, Haan Xin was joined by Zhang Er. Chen Yu, prime minister for Zhao,
rebelled against Han because he heard that his feud Zhang Er (one time blood
brother) was serving Han. Haan Xin went on to attack Dai, the land conferred
onto Chen Yu. Three columns led by Cao Can, Guan Ying and Zhang Er defeated
Dai prime minister and took over Daicheng city. Cao Can was recalled by Liu
Bang. Haan Xin recruited more soldiers locally and then went to fight Zhao
army of 200,000 at Jingjingkou Pass. A Zhao counsellor, Li Zuoche, proposed to
lead an army of 30,000 to cut off Han army's grain supply. Chen Yu failed to
adopt the advice. The road to Jingjingkou Pass was said to be so narrow that
only one chariot could pass at one time. Haan Xin secretly ordered that gqi
duwei Jin Xi circumvent to the back of the pass, that zuo gi jiang Fu Kuan and



Zhang Cang (tai shou of Changshan) set up an ambush near the front of the
pass, and a column of army stand against the bank of a river. In early morning,
Haan Xin told soldiers that they could have breakfast after finishing off Zhao
army. When Zhao army came out of the pass to fight Haan Xin, Haan Xin
pretended to flee towards the river. For the whole morning, the two armies
fought bitterly near the bank. When Chen Yu called for a retreat, he was
ambushed by Fu Kuan and Zhang Cang near the pass. Jin Xi took over the pass
and captured King Zhao Xie. Chen Yu (Prince Cheng'an-jun) was defeated and
killed by Han armies. Haan Xin ordered that Zhao King be executed. Haan Xin
gave an reward to have Li Zuoche captured, and Li Zuoche proposed to Haan Xin
that he should send a messenger to Yan for pacifying King Yan (i.e., Zang Tu)
instead of driving weakened soldiers to Yan land and that Han army could then
go to the east to fight Qi Principality. King of Yan surrendered to Haan Xin.

Liu Bang then ordered that Zhang Er be the new Zhao king and that Haan Xin

fight Qi. At Qiujiang, Han emissary, Sui He, successfully pursuaded Ying Bu into
an alliance with Liu Bang against Xiang Yu.

Map linked from http://www.friesian.com/
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Western Han Dynasty (Former Han Dynasty)

Han Emperor Gaozu continued the practice of General Xiang Yu by conferring
kingships to non-Liu generals and ministers. For example, King Lu Wan of Yan
Principality, was one of the non-Liu kings. At one time, Lu Wan sent his general
Zhang Sheng to Modu (Hunnic king) in the attempt of stopping Modu from
aiding Chen Xi. But, Zhang Sheng, incited by the son of ex-Yan king Zang Tu
who had been seeking asylum with the Huns, had decided to go againt Lu Wan's
will. King Lu Wan acquiesced when he thought to himself that the non-Liu
kings had now been reduced to only two, himself and King of Changsa
Principality while Han Emperor Liu Bang had conferred 8 king titles to his own
kinsmen (6 being Liu Bang's own sons and 2 the sons of his two brothers). The
8 kings would be for Qi, Chu, Dai, Wu, Zhao, Liang, Huaiyang and Huainan. Han
Emperor sent his general Fan Kuai to campaign against King Lu Wan when he
heard of the Yan Principality's collusion with the Huns. Han Emperor passed
away shortly. King Lu Wan, hearing about the emperor's death, led his people
northward and surrendered to King Modu. King Lu Wan was conferred the title
of 'Eastern Hun Ru King'. By that time, only one non-Liu king was in existence.



Non-Chinese Southern Statelets

Among the non-Chinese statelets would be the Nan-yue or Nan Yue Statelet led
by Zhao Tuo, an ex-Qin general. Here, the prefix 'Nan' means southern. Also in
existence would be Min-yue Statelet and Dong-yue Statelet. Among the
southern nomads, the Yelang Statelet, located in the southwestern mountains
of today's Sichuan Province, was the biggest of all. Further to the west will be a
statelet called Dian-yue, located in today's Yunnan Province. North of Dian-yue
would be a statelet called Qiongdu. Half a dozen small statelets existed to the
southwest of Sichuan Province at that time.

Map linked from http://www.friesian.com/
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THREE KINGDOMS

The time period of Three Kingdoms was very well covered by Luo Guanzhong's
San Guo Yan Yi. Chinese people often take for granted that Luo Guanzhong's San
Guo Yan Yi was history. In the 70s, across China, radio stations had been
broadcasting various yan yi (i.e., romance) stories, including Liu Lanfang's story
about General Yue Fei of Northern Song Dynasty, Shan Tianfang's story about
Sui-Tang generals, Yuan Kuocheng's story about the Three Kingdoms, among
others. This section would be based on Fan Ye's Hou Han Shu, Chen Shou's San
Guo Zhi and Cai Dongfan's Hou Han Yan Yi. So far, I had transcribed Chen Shou's
section on the Xianbei/Wuhuans of Manchuria and Eastern Yi aliens (like
Koreans and Japanese) in the Korean section. A lot of extra work is needed to
cover the Three Kingdoms.

Three Kingdoms time derived from the demise of Latter Han Dynasty. Han
Dynasty possessed the typical chracateristics as far as the pattern of power
corruption was concerned. There would appear 'empress power' (in-law power, in
fact), 'eunuch power' and 'warlord power'. The tripartitie functions of imperial
house gradually lost their influences, and the departments like 'shangshu sheng'
(state affairs) and 'zhongshu sheng' (secretariat) would weign on the emperors.
The influence from people in palace, 'empress power' or 'in-law power', led to
the demise of the Western Han Dynasty. Wang Mang, who usurped Western Han
and founded Xin Dynasty, derived his power from Empress Wang. All three forms
of power corruption led to the demise of Eastern Han. During late Eastern Han
(Latter Han), five emperors were erected by empress-related ministers, and six
dowager empresses had intervention in politics. To combat the overpowerment
of in-law families, weak Han emperors resorted to their best friends, i.e.,
eunuchs, for assistance, which led to rise of the eunuch power. When empress-
related ministers (i.e., wai gie or in-law ministers) invited governor-generals
(zhou mu) to the capital for cracking down on the eunuchs, the outcome would
be: i) the death of both the eunuchs and the in-law ministers and ii) the
emergence of various governor-generals. Governor-generals (zhou mu), however,
had grown in strength due to the uprising of the Yellow Turbans Rebellion, and
their power had become unrestrained during the process of recruiting armies.
Cai Dongfan gave four names as the representative of various powers weighing



on the emperors, i.e., Empress Denghou, in-law minister Liang Ji, eunuch Cao
Teng, and governor-general Cao Cao. The rise of the Yellow Turbans was a result
of corrupt government and over-exploitation by the government. Compounding
the Yellow Turbans rebellion would be the Qiangic rebellions. While Cao Cao etc
rose to power in the process of cracking down on the Yellow Turbans, Dong Zhuo
achieved his power via cracking down on the Qiangs in the northwestern part of
China. We would touch on the thread of events below.

Han Emperor Lingdi deposed his empress. Two years later, a concubine by the
name of He (Heh) bore a son for the emperor and was upgraded to empress.
Empress He-hou was recorded to be a beauty who had a height of 7 Chinese feet
and 1 inch. Her son would be called Liu Bian who would later be the short life
expectancy emperor (King Hongnong-wang, r AD 189-189) poisoned by Dong
Zhuo in AD 189. Dowager Empress Hehou was of a butcher's family. After
becoming empress, her brother Heh Jin was conferred the post of shi zhong, and
her father Heh Zhen, the post of cheqi jiangjun (chariot general) and Marquis
Wuyang-hou. Hehou poisoned a concubine for bearing a boy called Liu Xie who
would later be the last Han Emperor Xiandi (r. AD 190-220). The in-law
minister, Heh Jin (i.e., He Jin), would invite Governor-General Dong Zhuo to the
capital for sake of cracking down on the eunuchs. Once Heh Jin and eunuchs
boiled down with each other, Dong Zhuo would come to dominate Han court.
Dong Zhuo, who hand-picked last Han Emperor Xiandi, might have some
heritage of the nomads in the Qiangic northwest area.

The Yellow Turbans

Han Emperor Lingdi was notorious for his sexual indulgence, game playing and
resorting to over 10 eunuchs (zhong chang shi) for governance. One story about
Lingdi would be his game of making his palaces into shopping malls, with
concubines acting as vendors and himself acting as a buyer; Lingdi would often
personally drive a cart with four donkeys into the malls for shopping. Several
righteous ministers were executed, and three remaining 'san gong' (three duke-
equivalents) ministers colluded with eunuchs in controlling the court.

At Julujun Commandary, three Zhang brothers, i.e., Zhang Jiao, Zhang Bao and
Zhang Liang, secretly set up a society in the name of Huang Lao, i.e., Daoism.
(Lao-zi was recorded to have grown yellow beard and he was called Huang Lao



or the Yellow Elderly.) When epidemic erupted over the nation, Zhang Jiao
would devise some prescriptions for curing patients, with a curing success rate
of 90%. Hence, Zhang Jiao proclaimed himself 'Taiping Daoren, i.e., a Daoist of
Grand Peace, and dispatched desciples across the nation for expanding
membership. Over a dozen years later, Zhao Jiao's influence reached eight
prefectures, covering today's provinces of Jiangsu, Henan, Shandong, Hebei and
Hubei. Membership swelled to over 100,000. Zhang Jiao zoned his members into
36 domains, with larger domain controlling as many as 10,000 people and small
domain 6-7000 people. Each domain was controlled by a person called 'qu shuat',
similar to marshal. Zhang Jiao secretly propogated a slogan stating that the
grey sky was to die, that the yellow sky was to emerge, that the transition
would be in the year of jia zi (i.e., the 7th year reign of Lingdi), and that the
nation would be in great luck after that. Ma Yuanyi, 'qu shuai' of Hubei and
Jiangsu areas, secretly entered the Han capital and bribed one eunuch (Xu
Feng) and other officials for assistance in rebellion. Ma Yuanyi then notified
Zhang Jiao that he was ready for rebellion in the capital on March 5th. A
desciple under Zhang Jiao, Tang Zhou, betrayed the scheme to the government.
Han court arrested and executed Ma Yuanyi and over 1000 accomplices in the
capital. Upon hearing the disclosure of rebellion scheme, Zhang Jiao ordered
that his desciples in 36 domains launch the uprising right away. Zhang Jiao
called himself General Tian-gong (Heaven Duke), Brother Bao General Di-gong
(Earth Duke), and Brother Liang General Reng-gong (Human Duke).

Lingdi conferred the title of Da Jiangjun (Grand General or Generalissimo) and
Marquis Shenhou onto Heh Jin for sake of defending against the Yellow
Turbans.

Huangfu Song, tai shou (governor) of Beidi Commandary, proposed that Emperor
Lingdi absolve the previous persecutions against the 'dang ren' (ministers and
generals who worked together against the eunuch and in-law clans) and that
Emperor Lingdi disburse royal savings for sake of fighting the Yellow Turbans.

Emperor Lingdi further conferred the post of bei zhonglang jiang (Northside
Zhonglang General) onto shang shu Lu Zhi, the post of zuo zhonglang jiang

(Leftside Zhonglang General) onto Huangfu Song, the post of you zhonglang
jiang (Rightside Zhonglang General) onto da fu Zhu Juan.

Two ministers, Lii Qiang and Zhang Jun, impeached ten eunuchs for the



exploitations and oppression that the common people suffered in the hands of
the families, relatives and friends of the ten eunuchs across the nation. Li
Qiang and Zhang Jun blamed the Yellow Turban rebellion on the ten eunuchs.
The Ten Eunuchs, headed by Zhang Rang, would make Emperor Lingdi order that
the two be arrested. Lii Qiang committed suicide, and Zhang Jun was beaten to
death at prison. Emperor Lingdi deprived Yang Ci of the tai wei (grand captain)
post and conferred it onto Deng Wei, and Emperor Lingdi replaced Zhang Ji's si
kong post with Zhang Wen.

At Yingchuan, Lu Zhi, Huangfu Song and Zhu Juan were engaged in bitter
fightings with a Yellow Turban rebel called Bo-cai and sufferred some setbacks.
At Nanyang, Yellow Turban rebel Zhang Mancheng killed tai shou Chu Gong. At
Runan, tai shou Zhao Qian was defeated by the Yellow Turbans. At Youzhou, tai
shou Liu Wei and ci shi (circuit inspector) Guo Xun were both killed by the
Yellow Turbans. At the city of Changshe, Huangfu Song's several thousand
soldiers were surrounded by Bo-cai's Yellow Turbans. Huangfu Song used a fire
attack at the Yellow Turban camp and defeated rebel Bo-cai who boasted of tens
of thousands of head counts. At this time, Cao Cao, gi duwei (cavalry captain),
came to the aid of Huangfu Song. (Cao Cao's son would be the later founder of
Cao Wei Dynasty, while Cao Cao's father was an adopted son of Eunuch Cao
Teng.) Huangfu Song, Cao Cao and Zhu Juan combined their armies and
thoroughly defeated Bo-cai's Yellow Turbans. Huangfu Song was conferred the
title of Marquis Duxiang-hou. Huangfu Song then led Zhu Juan and Cao Cao
against Yellow Turbans at Runan and Chen'quo, and quelled the rebellion there.
Hence, Zhu Juan was conferred the title of Marquis Xixiang-hou, and Cao Cao
was conferred the post of jinan xiang (prime minister for Jinan). Huangfu Song
was ordered to attack Yellow Turbans in Dongjun, and Zhu Juan was to attack
Yellow Turbans in Nanyang.

Lu Zhi defeated Zhang Jiao and lay siege of the city of Guangzong. An eunuch
claimed to Emperor Lingdi that Lu Zhi did not have the courage to sack the
city; Lu Zhi was arrested and ordered to be replaced by Dong Zhuo (tai shou of
Hedong). Dong Zhuo, famous for his strength and capabilities of shooting
arrows with both hands, was from Lintiao of today's Shenxi Prov; Dong Zhuo
earlier followed zhonglang jiang Zhang Huan in quelling Qiangic rebellions and
was conferred the post of jun sima by Emperor Huandi; he was later offered the
post and title of lang zhong, ci shi of Bingzhou, and tai shou of Hedong
Commandary. Zhang Jiao would launch a counter-attack out of the city of



Guangzong, defeated Dong Zhuo, chased Dong Zhuo to the city of Quyang, and
took over Quyang from Han army. Dong Zhuo was deprived of his post by
Emperor Lingdi, and Huangfu Song was ordered to replace Dong's post. At this
time, Zhang Jiao got ill, and Zhang Liang was in charge of Yellow Turbans. When
news came that Zhang Jiao had died, Huangfu Song counter-attacked the Yellow
Turbans, killed Zhang Liang and then sacked the city of Guangzong. Yellow
Turbans, numbering tens of thousands, were drowned in a river when chased by
Huangfu Song. Huangfu Song went on to attack Quyang which was guarded by
Zhang Bao. With the help of Julu tai shou Guo Dian, Huangfu Song defeated
Zhang Bao and captured over 100,000 Yellow Turbans. The heads of three Zhang
brothers were cut off and sent to the capital. Lingdi conferred the title and post
of zuo cheqi jiangjun (leftside chariot general), zhou mu (governor-general) of
Jizhou and Marquis Kuili-hou onto Huangfu Song. Huangfu Song declined an
advice of a counsellor called Yan Zong, which was about going to the capital
and purging the eunuchs. Yan Zong left for Liangzhou where he was later made
into a warlord by rebells there.

At Nanyang, Zhu Juan fought Yellow Turbans headed by Zhang Mancheng. The
new tai shou of Nanyang, Qin Xie, would kill Zhang Mancheng. Yellow Turbans
made another rebel, Zhao Hong, into their new leader, and sacked the city of
Wancheng. Zhu Juan, together with Qin Xie and Xu Qiu, defeated Zhao Hong.
Yellow Turbans erected Han Zhong as the new leader. Zhu Juan deliberately
withdrew the siege; when Han Zhong fled the city, Zhu Juan ordered an attack
and captured Han Zhong. Remnant Yellow Turbans erected Sun Xia as their head
and fled to the mountains. Zhu Juan followed the rebels into the mountains and
quelled them. Zhu Juan was conferred the post of you cheqi jiangjun by
Emperor Lingdi.

Fu Xie, hujun sima under Zhu Juan, impeached the eunuchs and was assigned
the post of du wei of Anding. Wang Yun, ci shi of Yuzhou, was arrested for
submitting to the court the letters between the Yellow Turban and the
counsellors of the eunuchs. When Zhu Juan returned to the court, Emperor
Lingdi changed the era of the 7th year of Guanghe to the 1st year of Zhongping
Era. Amnesty was declared. Both Wang Yun and Lu Zhi were spared. Zhu Juan
was conferred the post of guang lu da fu. Huangfu Song recommended Lu Zhi
for the post of shang shu.

In earlier years, Lu Zhi had several students, including Gongsun Zan of Liao-xi



and Liu Deran/Liu Bei of Zhuoxian County. Liu Bei would be the later founder of
Shu Han Dynasty. Liu Bei's ancestor was Liu Sheng, King of Zhongshan-jing-
wang and son of Former Han Emperor Jingdi. Liu Bei was recorded to have a
height of 7 Chinese feet and 5 inches, and he had big dangling ears that he
could see with his own eyes. At age 15, he went to Lu Zhi for tutorship. Liu Bei
was joined by two blood-sworn brothers, Guan Yu of Hedong Commandary and
Zhang Fei of Zhuojun Commandary. (To be blood brothers, ancient Chinese
needed to dip blood together in a bowl and drink it.) Guan Yu, recorded to have
red hairy face, had fled to Zhouzhou area after killing someone in a brawl in his
hometown. The three had promised to be blood brothers in Dao Yuan (i.e.,
Peach Garden) at the backyard of Zhang Fei's house. When Yellow Turbans
invaded Zhuoxian county, the three would answer county xiao wei (i.e., captain)
Zou Jing in assembling soldiers and fighting the rebels. When the Yellow
Turbans were driven off, Zou Jing recommended Liu Bei for officialdom. Liu Bei
was assigned the post of wei (captain) for Anxi-xian county. While on the post,
the three brothers beat an arrogant government postal official, surrendered the
county seal, and went into exile.

Qiangic Rebellions

During the 2nd year reign of Zhongping Era, Han royal palace experienced a fire
disaster. In order to rebuild the palace, Lingdi adopted eunuchs' advice in
levying extra taxes on the populace and extracting building materials from
various prefectures. Lu Kang, tai shou of Le'an, was impeached by the eunuchs
for objecting to levying taxes. Sima Zhi, tai shou of Julu, committed suicide for
rejecting the court order. Under the oppression, populace resorted to banditry
all over the country. Various bands, under such nicknames as Leigong
(lightening duke or grandpa), Baiqi (white horse knight), Damu (big eye), and
Feiyan (flying swallow), erupted over the nation. Han court pacified bandit
Feiyan (Chu Yan) of Changshan and conferred him the post of pingnan
zhonglang jiang in charge of areas north of the Yellow River. In Longxi of Gansu
Prov, the Hu nomads rebelled as well.

By the end of the Han Dynasty, Qiangs were controlled by warlord governors in
the northwestern part of China. They had rebellions every once a while. Under
Emperor Huandi, General Zhang Huan had campaigned against the Qiangs and
quelled them. When the Qiangs rebelled again, Huangfu Song, Zhang Wen and



Dong Zhuo were called upon to quell the Qiangs. Later, during the Three
Kingdom time period, the Qiangs and Xianbei had participated in the wars as
mercenaries for Cao Wei and Shu Han dynasties, respectively.

The Hu nomads selected someone called Beigong Boyue as a general. They
colluded with Xianling Qiangs and the bandits in pillaging the country. The
bandits abducted Bian Zhuang / Han Sui and made them into military heads.
They killed Chen Yi (tai shou of Jincheng) and Ling Zheng (hu jiang xiaowei).
Zuo Chang, ci shi of Longyou, refused to come to aid of Chen Yi & Ling Zheng.
Zuo Chang dispatched Gai Xun to Heyang, but the Qiangic rebels circumvented
to attack Zuo Chang at Jicheng. When Gai Xun returned to the rescue of Zuo
Chang, Bian Zhuang led rebels into a retreat. Zuo Chang and his successsor were
both rebuked by Han court. When the new hu jiang xiaowei or 'Colonel in charge
of Qiangs' (Xia Yue) was surrounded by the Qiangs, Gai Xun went to the relief;
but Gai Xun was defeated by a Qiangic rebel called Dianwu. Dianwu released Gai
Xun for his righteousness. Han court conferred the post of taolu xiaowei (i.e.,
colonel who campaigns against enemies) onto Gai Xun.

At Han court, du wei Fu Xie rebuked si tu Cui Lie for his proposal to abandon
Liangzhou. Han Lingdi ordered that Huangfu Song guard the city of Chang'an.
Huangfu Song beat off the invasion by Bian Zhuang / Han Sui. Eunuchs Zhang
Rang & Zhao Zhong impeached Huangfu Song, and Huangfu Song was deprived
of the post of zuo cheqi jiangjun. Han Lingdi conferred marquis onto 13
eunuchs. Han Lingdi then ordered that si kong Zhang Wen replace Huangfu
Song and that Dong Zhuo assist Zhang Wen as puolu jiangjun (i.e., general who
breaks the enemies).

Zhang Wen arrived at Shanyang. Zhang Wen and Dong Zhuo, with over 100,000
army, were defeated by Bian Zhuang at the beginning. In a severe winter, when
a meteorite passed through the sky, the Qiangic rebels were freightened and
planned to return to Gansu Prov. Calling on a Han official at You-fufeng to
assist him, Dong Zhuo led a surprise attack at the rebels and defeated the
rebels. Zhang Wen ordered that Dong Zhuo chase the Qiangs and Zhou Shen
(tang kou jiangjun) chase Bian Zhuang. Bian Zhuang fled to Yuzhong. Not
taking advice from zuojun sima Sun Jian (who would be the founder of later
Sun Wu Dynasty), Zhou Shen was defeated by Bian Zhuang. Dong Zhuo, when
chasing the Qiangs, was surrounded by a large Qiangic relief army. Dong Zhuo
devised a tactic, pumping out the water of a river for retreat across the river as



well as drowning the Qiangic chasers. Dong Zhuo returned to Fufeng of Shenxi.
When Bian Zhuang / Han Sui pretended to surrender to Zhang Wen, Zhang Wen
sent a message to Han court. Han Lingdi thought that the Qiangic rebellions
were quelled and conferred onto Dong Zhuo the title of a marquis and the post
of zhou mu for Bingzhou. Dong Zhuo became arrogant and challenged Zhang
Wen's authority. Sun Jian proposed to Zhang Wen that Dong Zhuo be caught
and executed for insulting Zhang Wen; Zhang Wen was worried that campaigns
against Qiangs would not go smoothly should he execute Dong Zhuo. Zhang Wen
was conferred the post of tai wei (i.e., Grand Captain). Zhang Wen recommended
Sun Jian for the post of yi lang. (Sun Jian was a descendant of Sun Wu, China's
military strategist from Warring States time period. Sun was made jun wei and si
ma by Wujun Commandary. Sun later worked on the post of xian cheng (i.e.,
county magistrate) for three terms. When Yellow Turbans rebelled, Zhu Juan
hired Sun Jian as an assistant.)

Emergence of Governor-Generals

Han Emperor Lingdi re-instituted two royal officials, Yang Ci and Liu Tao, for
their warning against Yellow Turbans before the rebellion eruption. Yang Ci was
conferred the post of si kong and Marquis Linjin; Yang CI died in a few months;
Yang Ci's son, Yang Biao, inherited the marquis title. Liu Tao was assigned the
post of jianyi dafu. Liu Tao impeached the eunuchs, was arrested by the
eunuchs, and committed suicide at prison. Eunuch Zhao Zhong was assigned the
post of cheqi jiangjun, and he tried to bribe Fu Xie. To get rid of Fu Xie, eunuchs
made Lingdi order that Fu Xie be assigned the post of tai shou for Hanyang.

In AD 186, Han Sui killed Bian Zhuang, colluded with Beigong Boyue, and lay
siege of Longxi of Gansu Prov with over 100,000 army. tai shou Li Xiangru
colluded with Han Sui. At Hanyang, a bandit called Wang Guo answered Han Sui
in rebellion. Geng Bi, ci shi of Liangzhou of Gansu Prov, refusing to take the
advice of Fu Xie, went to fight the rebells. Geng Bi was killed at Didao. A si ma
under Geng Bi, by the name of Ma Teng, would refuse to aid Geng Bi's army.
Rebels sieged Hanyang, and Fu Xie refused to surrender. Rebel Wang Guo
dispatched tai shou of Jiuquan (Huang Yan) to Fu Xie for sake of having Fu Xie
surrender the city. Fu Xie declined the offer, had a fight with rebels outside of
teh city, and died. His son, Fu Gan, was retrieved by the rebels and sent to the
hometown; Fu Gan later was assigned the post of tai shou for Fufeng.



Banditry was not restricted to Qiangs. Yellow Turban remnants were still active
in the east. In the northeast, Xianbei remnants pillaged Youzhou and Bingzhou
though their chieftan (Tanshikui) had died of illness.

In Jiangjia area, Zhao Ci's army bandits killed tai shou Qin Xie; ci shi of
Jingzhou (Wang Min) quelled Zhao Ci. At Yingyang, county magistrate of
Zhongmou was killed by the bandits. He Miao, yi of Henan, was ordered to quell
Yingyang bandits. In Hunan Prov, banditry erupted in Changsha and Lingling
areas. Sun Jian was dispatched to Changsha for quelling rebellion there. At
Yuyang, Zhang Chun and Zhang Ju killed tai shou of You-beiping (Liu Zheng),
tai shou of Liaodong (Yang Zhong) and hu Wuhuan xiaowei. Zhang Chun claimed
to be emperor, while Zhang Ju called himself mi tian jiangjun (general who
permeates the sky). Han Emperor Lingdi ordered that gi duwei Gongsun Zan
depart for Youzhou to quell the two Zhang rebellion.

Hunnic tribe of Xiutu (Xiuzhu) pillaged Xihe area, killed jun shou (Xing Ji), and
then attacked Bingzhou and killed ci shi Zhang Yi. Yellow Turbans remnants at
Taiyuan area also rebelled again under the head of Guo Tai. The leftside Xiuzhu
tribe pressured Southern Hunnic Chanyu into rebelling in the north.

Jizhou ci shi Wang Feng intended to purge the eunuchs by taking advantage of
Han Lingdi's tour outside of the capital. He consulted with Cao Cao for support,
but Cao Cao did not agree with it. Wang Feng, thinking that his plot was
disclosed, hastily committed suicide when being recalled by the emperor.

At Yizhou (Sichuan Prov), Yellow Turban remnants, under Ma Xiang, rebelled
against corrupt ci shi Qie Jian. tai chang Liu Yan (a descendant of Former Han
King Lugong-wang) was conferred the post of zhou mu for Yizhou and the title
of Marquis Yangcheng. Before Liu Yan arrived in Sichuan, Red Turbans were
quelled by a Yizhou official. Han Lingdi then ordered that Liu Yu (a descendant
of King Donghai-wang) be the zhou mu for Youzhou. (Note that beginning from
Liu Yan and Liu Yu, zhou mu replaced ci shi as the leader of various 'zhou'
prefectures. The 'zhou' prefectures would be in charge of various jun' or
commandaries.)

Han Emperor Lingdi, fearing insufficiency of palace defence, would order that
an eunuch by the name of Jian Shuo to replace Zhao Zhong as shang jun



xiaoweil. Under Jian Shuo would be seven xiao wei, i.e., captains, including Yuan
Shao (hu ben zhong-lang-jiang), Bao Hong (dun qi xiaowei), Cao Cao (yi lang),
Zhao Rong, Feng Fang, Zhao Feng, Xia Mou (jianyi dafu), and Chunyu Qiong
(jianyi dafu). The eight guys were collectively known as Eight Xiaowei or Eight
Captains.

Gai Xun admonished Emperor Lingdi about his palace army inspection. When Gai
Xun met Yuan Shao (son of late si kong Yuan Feng) and talked about eunuchs
influencing the emperor, Yuan Shao would invite Gai Xun to his residence for a
talk about exterminating the eunuchs. tai wei Zhang Wen returned to the
capital. Eunuch Jian Shuo recommended Gai Xun for a relocation to be a jing
zhao yi.

In Liangzhou prefecture, bandits under rebel Wang Guo laid siege of the
Chencang city. Emperor Lingdi ordered that Huangfu Song / Dong Zhuo lead
20,000 army to the relief of Chencang. Huangfu Song had disputes with Dong
Zhuo as to tactics. Huangfu Song deliberately waited for 80 days while Dong
Zhuo advocated a fight with the rebels. Rebels retreated after failing to take
over Chencang. Then, Huangfu Song had another dispute with Dong Zhuo.
Huangfu Song ordered a chase of the retreating rebels while Dong Zhuo stated
that ancient tactics forbade chasing of retreating enemies. Huangfu Song
defeated Wang Guo and killed about 10,000 rebels. When Emperor Lingdi called
upon Dong Zhuo to return to the capital, Dong Zhuo deliberately delayed the
trip. (Historians commented that Dong Zhuo deleiberately avoided going to the
capital few times for sake of retaining the control of his army: Dong Zhuo did
not serve the post of shao fu at the capital; Dong Zhuo did not transfer the
military to Huangfu Song; Dong Zhuo stayed on at He-dong, east of the river,
for observing the developments of palace turmoils.) Huangfu Song's son advised
his father that Dong Zhuo had high ambitions and should be dealt with earlier
than later. Huangfu Song rebuked Dong Zhuo by writing a letter to the emperor,
and the two hence became feuds.

At Youzhou prefecture, two ex-Han officials, Zhang Chuan / Zhang Ju, were in
fights with Gongsun Zan. Gongsun Zan defeated Zhang Chun at Jizhong area.
Zhang Chuan invited a Wuhuan chieftan (Qiuliju) for raiding Yuyang, Hejian
and Bohai. After another defeat in the hands of Gongsun Zan, Zhang Chun fled
out of the border. When Gongsun Zan chased the two Zhangs to Guanzi-cheng
city in Liaoxi, Wuhuans, under Qiuliju, surrounded Gongsun Zan for 200 days.



Gongsun Zan barely survived when heavy snows fell and Wuhuans fled to
Liucheng city. Gongsun Zan was conferred Marquis Duting-hou and the post of
jiang lu xiaowei. Zhang Chun / Zhang Ju fled to Xianbei camp. Liu Yu arrived in
Youzhou and dispatched emissaries to the Xianbei for the heads of the two
Zhangs. Xianbei chieftan Budugeng, the grandson of Tanshikui, sent the head of
Zhang Chun to Liu Yu when Zhang Chun's servant killed Zhang Chun. Wuhuan
chieftan Qiuliju sent emissary to Liu Yu to show submission. Liu Yu proposed to
Emperor Lingdi to have peace with Wuhuan and Xianbei and ordered that
Gongsun Zan guard You-beiping with 10,000 army. Gongsun Zan, eager to fight
Wuhuan and Xianbei, hence became unhappy with Liu Yu and became feuds. Liu
Yu was conferred the post of tai wei.

In-law Ministers Against Eunuchs

In April of the 6th year reign of Han Emperor Lindi's Zhongping Era, i.e, AD
189, Lingdi fell sick. Eunuch Jian Shuo, in order to get rid of Heh Jin, would
ask emperor decree that Heh Jin go to the west to attack bandit Han Sui. Heh
Jin delayed his trip by pretending that he had orderd Yuan Shao to go to the
Xuzhou and Yanzhou areas for recruiting soldiers first. Lingdi died suddenly
without a will. Eunuch Jian Shuo called upon in-law minister Heh Jin to enter
the palace. Heh Jin, on the road, met a friend and was told that eunuchs plan
to kill him and erect junior Prince Liu Xie. Heh Jin dared not enter the palace
till his sister, Dowager Empress Hehou, called him in. Eunuchs under Jian Shuo
temporarily supported Dowager Empress Hehou in erecting 14 year old Liu Bian
as the new emperor. Prince Liu Xie was conferred the title of King of Bohai-
wang. Dowager Empress Hehou conferred Yuan Kui the title of tai fu and made
Yuan Kui / Heh Jin in charge of shang shu duties.

When Yuan Shao returned to the capital, Heh Jin secretly planned to purge the
eunuchs. Heh Jin assigned He Yong the title of bei jun zhong hou, Xun You the
post of huangmen shilang, and Zheng Tai the post of shang shu. Eunuchs
prepared for self-defence against in-law ministers. Eunuch Jian Shuo wrote
letters to other eunuchs about killing Heh Jin. One eunuch, Guo Sheng, went
straight to Heh Jin's house and showed Jian Shuo's letter. Heh Jin hence took
action by killing Jian Shuo first.

He Jin then purged a rival, piaoqi jiangjun Dong Zhong and his mother



(dowager grand empress Dong-tai-hou). King Bohai-wang, Liu Xie, was renamed
King of Chenliu-wang. Yuan Shao proposed to have all eunuchs purged; Heh Jin
consulted with Empress Hehou; Dowager Empress He-hou did not approve for
fearing turmoils; Heh Jin asked Yuan Shao whether it was OK to get rid of the
top eunuchs; Yuan Shao insisted that all eunuchs should be purged. Eunuchs
began to bribe Heh Jin's mother (Madam Wuyang-jun) and Heh Jin's brother
(Heh Miao) as an expression of friendship with the Heh family. Heh Jin and
Dowager Empress He-hou hence had disagreements as to dealing with eunuchs.

At the insistence of Yuan Shao, Heh Jin secretly sent orders to governor-
generals for sake of having them march on the capital. A Han minister, zhu bo
Chen Lin, advised against Heh Jin's invitation for governor-generals. Cao Cao,
dian jun xiaowei, ridiculed Heh Jin's decision. Dong Zhuo answered Heh Jin's
call from Hedong areas and stated that he would depart for the capital in a few
days. Zheng Tai, shi yushi, advised Heh Jin of Dong Zhuo's arrogance and
cruelty and expressed worries that should Heh Jin confer the military
leadership onto Dong Zhuo, Han court might be endangered. Xun You stated
that they had better retire to avoid turmoils. Zheng Tai retired for his home in
Henan. Lu Zhi, shang shu, also advised against Heh Jin's using Dong Zhuo for
purging eunuchs.

Heh Jin further ordered that Wang Kuang and Bao Xin recruit soldiers in their
homeland and that Qiao Mao (tai shou of Dongdu) guard Chenggao. When
eunuchs asked Heh Miao to talk to the brother for mercy, Heh Jin dispatched
Zhong Shao to Dong Duo for sake of stopping him from marching further. Dong
Zhuo already arrived at Mianchi and refused to stop. Under the pressure of
Zhong Shao, Dong Zhuo retreated to Xiyangting. When Yuan Shao heard about
the stop order for Dong Zhuo, he went to see Heh Jin and asked him not to
forget about Dou inlaw family's mistake. Heh Jin then ordered that Yuan Shao
be the so-called si li xiaowei in charge of the purging action, that Wang Yun be
magistrate for Henan prefecture [henan yi], and that Dong Zhuo hasten his
march on the capital.

Eunuchs began to come to see Heh Jin for mercy, and Heh Jin asked the
eunuchs to retire for their hometowns. However, Yuan Shao privately ordered
that various prefectures arrest the family members of the eunuchs. Eunuch
Zhang Rang went to see his daughter-in-law (sister of Heh Jin) and kowtowed
to her, asking her to request mercy with Madam Wuyang-jun. Heh Jin and



Dowager Empress He-hou disagreed over their mother Madam Wuyang-jun's
amnesty request. Eunuchs, learning of Heh Jin's determination to purge them,
ambushed and killed Heh Jin. Eunuchs then decreed in the name of the emperor
that Yuan Shao and Wang Yun be deprived of their posts and replaced by Fan
Ling and Xu Xiang. Eunuchs closed off the gates of the imperial palace and
threw Heh Jin's decapitated head outside. Lu Zhi picked up the head and
brought it to Heh Jin's camp to show to two subordinate officers, Wu Kuang and
Zhang Zhuang. Wu Kuang and Zhang Zhuang led army against the southern
palace. Yuan Shao ordered that his brother, Yuan Shu (huben zhonglangjiang),
assist Wu Kuang and Zhang Zhuang in the siege of palace. Fire was set on the
southern palace, and Eunuch Zhang Rang abducted Empress He-hou, the
emperor and King of Chenliu-wang to the northern palace.

At the northern palace, Yuan Shao and Heh Miao caught Eunuch Zhao Zhong.
When Heh Miao showed pity for the execution of the eunuch, Wu Kuang killed
Heh Miao. Altogether 3000 eunuch-related people were killed. Lu Zhi rescued
Empress He-hou and chased Eunuch Zhang Rang etc who had fled with the
young emperor and King of Chenliu-wang out of the north palace gate. Lu Zhi
and Min Gong caught the fleeing entourage by mid-night and rescued emperor
and King Chenliu-wang. Eunuch Zhang Rang and Duan Gui jumped into a river
to commit suicide.

By early morning, Lu Zhi and Min Gong, together with emperor and King of
Chenliu-wang, met Dong Zhuo's column in front of Mt. Beimang-shan. While
receiving Dong Zhuo, the young emperor was too scared to say a word, while
King Chenliu-wang substituted the emperor in explaining the circumstances of
the turmoils. Dong Zhuo was impressed by the courage and wisdom of King
Chenliu-wang. Upon return to the palace, the emperor declared a general
amnesty and decreed that Guangxi Era be changed to Zhaoning Era.

Dong Zhuo Turmoils

Bao Xin, gi duwei (cavalry captain), returned to the capital with new recruits
from Taishan. Bao Xin proposed to Yuan Shao that Dong Zhuo should be rid of
so that the country could enjoy peace. Yuan Shao was hesitant about it. Bao
Xin hence dismissed his new recruits and retired for his hometown (Taishan
area). Dong Zhuo, with only three thousand cavalry, played a trick of deceit by



ordering his soldiers leave the capital at mid-night and then march into the
capital at daybreak. Dong Zhuo created a false impresssion that his soldiers
from the northwest had been continuously coming to the capital. (In 1920s, Xu
Shuzheng, a Duan Qirui crony of Wan-xi faction of the northern warlord lineage
government, played a similar trick in re-taking Ulan Bator and Outer Mongolia.)
Dong Zhuo took over control of the soliders previously serving Heh Jin. Emperor
called upon Ding Yuan to return to the capital from Henei area where he was
previously ordered to station troops by Heh Jin. Dong Zhuo, being fond of a
strengthful person under Ding Yuan, would bribe this person with gifts,
treasures and a stallion with the color of burning fire. This person would be
called Lii Bu and the horse 'chi tu' (i.e., red rabbit). Dong Zhuo then instructed
his hatchetman (Li Shu) to have Lii Bu assassinate Ding Yuan. Once Ding Yuan
was killed, Dong Zhuo conferred Lii Bu the post of gi duwei in charge of the
soldiers previously under Ding Yuan. Lii Bu took Dong Zhuo as adopted father.

Dong Zhuo deprived Liu Hong of si kong post and and assumed it himself. Dong
Zhuo, hearing of the fame of an ex-Han official called Cai Yong, would forcefully
call Cai Yong into the capital; within 3 days, Dong Zhuo conferred Cai Yong the
posts of ji jiu, shi yushi, shi shu yushi and shang shu. Dong Zhuo further
contacted the Yuan family for support. Dong Zhuo made Yuan Kui tai fu. Dong
Zhuo called upon Yuan Shao for sake of having him support the idea of
deposing the young emperor and erecting King of Chenliu-wang. Yuan Shao
countered it by stating that the young emperor had no fault and the change of
emperor should be decided by the ministers. Dong Zhuo pulled out his blade,
put it on the table and threatened Yuan Shao. Yuan Shao pulled out his blade
and said to Dong Zhuo, "Are you sure that there is no other ferocious fighter
other than Dong Zhuo in this world?" Yuan Shao then left for his office, hanged
his seal on the front door, and fled to Ji-zhou prefecture. Dong Zhuo assembled
ministers and proposed to have emperor deposed. Lu Zhi, shang shu, opposed
Dong Zhuo; Dong Zhuo pulled out his blade and chased Lu Zhi; Cai Yong went to
Dong Zhuo for pacification; Lu Zhi left the court for his hometown by taking an
alternative route; Dong Zhuo sent assasins after Lu Zhi but failed to catch Lu
Zhi; Dong Zhuo forcefully asked Yuan Kui to have emperor deposed. Dong Zhuo
and Yuan Kui went to Empress He-hou, explaining why they decided to depose
the emperor: The reason was because the emperor did not show sorrow for the
death of Emperor Lingdi. In September of this year, King Chenliu-wang (Liu Xie)
was made into Emperor Xiandi. The young emperor stayed on the throne for
only five months. Dong Zhuo would order Empress Doager He-hou be poisoned



for her early crime in poisoning Lingdi's concubine (i.e., Xiandi's mother) and
Dowager Grand Empress Dong-hou. Dong Zhuo further ordered that He-hou's
mother, Madam Wuyang-jun, be killed.

Dong Zhuo declared himself tai wei (i.e., Grand Captain) and his mother Madam
Chiyang-jun. Dong Zhuo further conferred da (grand) sima onto Liu Yu, si kong
onto Yang Biao, and si tu onto Huang Wan.

Warlord Fightings

Xianbei vs Chinese

The Xianbei were the northern branch of the Donghu (or Tung Hu, the Eastern
Hu), a proto-Tunguz group mentioned in Chinese histories. Xianbei and Wuhuan
would be those people who fled to the two mountains, by the names of Xianbei
and Wuhuan, when their ancestors accused Hunnic founder Modu of patricide
and got defeated by Modu. By the first century, two major subdivisions of the
Donghu had developed: the Xianbei in the north and the Wuhuan in the south.
Apparently, Xianbei and Wuhuan people were located much to the center of
Mongolia and northern China in earlier times. They lived to the east of the
Huns. They were later relocated to today's Manchuria by Han Emperor Wudi for
segregation from the Huns, and hence they inherited the ancient name of
Donghu, in my opinion. Xianbei could be differentiated into i) Greater Xianbei
under Budugeng, ii) Lesser Xianbei under Kebineng, and iii) Manchurian
Xianbei. (An alternative school of thought stated that Xianbei people were
comprised of the Chinese coolie who fled from Qin Emperor Shihuangdi's order
to build the Great Wall at the northern borders.)

The Huns suffered setbacks under constant Han Chinese attacks, and they split
into Southern Huns and Northern Huns, with Southern Huns subject to Chinese.
The weakened Huns provided a vaccum for the Xianbei (or Hsien-pei in Wade-
Giles) to move in in the middle of 1st century AD. The Xianbei expanded their
territories, and they took over most of the northern territories held by the Huns
previously. The Xianbei mixed up with the Huns. The Hunnic Xia Dynasty,



established by Helian Bobo, was said to be of a mingle nature, called 'Tie Fu'.
The Tie Fu Huns were born of Xianbei mother and Hunnic Father. The Xianbei
and the Wuhuan used mounted archers in warfare, and they had been good
mercenaries for the Han Chinese and the Wei Chinese. Among General Ts'ao Ts'ao
columns of army against the Shu State during the three Kingdoms Period (AD
220-280), many happened to be the Xianbei nomads wearing stirups. Later, in
General Liu Yu's armies, Xianbei warriors using long spears called 'shuo' could be
found as well.

There appeared a Xianbei chieftan called Tanshikui (reign AD 156-181) who
established a Xianbei alliance by absorbing dozens of thousands of Huns. The
Tanshikui alliance disintegrated after the death of Tanshikui. (The later Khitans
were said to be descendants of Tanshikui Xianbei.) By the time of Three
Kingdoms Period (AD 220-280), the Wuhuan nomads had taken control of
today's Hebei Province and Peking areas. Ts'ao Ts'ao broke a new Xianbei alliance
by sending an assassin to kill a Xianbei chieftan called Kebi'neng. Warlord Yuan
Shao campaigned against the Wuhuan and controlled three prefectures of
Wuhuan nomads. After Ts'ao Ts'ao defeated Yuan Shao, Yuan's two sons, Yuan
Shang and Yuan Xi fled to seek refuge with the Wuhuans. Ts'ao Ts'ao
campaigned against the Wuhuan, killed a chieftan called Tadun (with same last
character as Hunnic Chanyu Modu), and took over the control of southern
Manchuria. (The later Xi people were said to be descendants of Tadun Wuhuan.)

The demise of Han Dynasty saw Xianbei and Wuhuan taking over the old
territories from the Huns in the northern borders as well as invading into Korea
Peninsula. Chen Shou comented that Ke'bineng Xianbei had at one time covered
the territoties from the Liao River of Manchuria in the east to
Yunzhong/Wuyuan in the west. Xianbei had prospered after Cao Cao conquered
their kinsmen, i.e., Wuhuan. Wuhuan was absorbed by both Cao Cao and
Xianbei, and its name disappeared thereafter, only to re-emerge in 10th century
war with Khitans.

Several Wuhuan chieftans enjoyed the conferral of a title called Da Ren, namely,
'high-ranking person'. They included Qiuliju (Liaoxi Wuhuan Da Ren, with 5000
households), Nanlou (Shanggu Wuhuan Da Ren, with 9000 households),
Supuyan (Liaodong Wuhuan Da Ren, with thousands of households) and Wuyan
(You-beiping Wuhuan Da Ren, with 800 households), were controlled by a Han
Chinese rebel governor called Zhang Chun of Zhongshan Prefecture. Han



Emperor Lingdi (r. 168-189) assigned Liu Yu as governor-general of Youzhou
(Beijing) and Liu Yu hired some nomads to have Zhang Chun killed. After the
death of Chieftan Louban, an adopted son called Tadun (Tadu) took over the
chieftan post. Tadun assisted Yuan Shao in the wars on Gongsun Zan. At one
time during the Three Kingdoms time period, Yuan Shao had pacified three
prefectures of Wuhuan and heavily recruited them as mercenary cavalry. Yuan
Shao privately conferred the title of 'Chanyu' on Wuhuan chieftans in the name
of Han court. When the son of Wuhuan Chieftan Qiuliju grew up, he would
compete with Tadun for power. A Chinese by the name of Yan Rou (who enjoyed
trust among Wuhuan-Xianbei for his spending childhood years with the
barbarians) would kill the Chinese 'xiaowei' (colonel) in charge of Wuhuan and
ursurped the post. Yuan Shao retained Yan Rou as the 'Wuhuan Colonel'. Cao Cao
later defeated Tadu (Tadun) who offered asylum to two sons of Yuan Shao. Cao
Cao won over Yan Rou when he campained against Wuhuan in AD 206. Wuhuan
chieftans were all decaptitated when they fled to Liaodong (east Liaoning
Province) for asylum. Over 10,000 Wuhuan households under Yan Rou would
relocate to China under the order of Cao Cao. Wuhuan 