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vi PREFACE

lightened my task enormously. If my con-
clusions as to the economic situation are not
accepted by all whom it was my privilege to
meet, I must console myself by expressing
my deep obligations for the information and
material which enabled me to arrive at any
conclusions at all. The photographs in the
present volume scarcely touch the gha.stller
aspects of the famine.

V. N.
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IN THE GATEWAY OF INDIA

THERE is nothing in the outward appearance
of Bombay to suggest that all is not well with
the city or with India. When I came ashore
I found the people busy keeping holiday.
The natives were celebrating the festival of
the Holi, and the Europeans were away at the
races. On every hand there was movement,
animation, and dazzling colour. People went
about in the Fort, as the European quarter is
called, as unconcernedly as if it had been Pall
Mall. In the Bazaar the traders squatted on
their haunches, chewing their betel and rolling
their eyes in the seventh heaven of indolence.
The procession of bullock waggons. creaked
along as usual. Work at the docks was active,
and along Frere Road the piled-up stacks
of grain showed that there was still corn in
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10 ' THE GREAT FAMINE

bones of the people at a time like this, would
it not be better for the Government of India
to tide things over with a loan, better for
the State to go into debt than to increase
the people’s indebtedness—that ever-growing
burden which the ryot carries from the cradle
to the grave ?

BOMBAY, 21 Marck.




































































































































$2 THE GREAT FAMINE

soft the people took to eaming maximum
wages—it is little short of a moral miracle
that there should be no rush for the chaste
refinements and the simple but plenteous
larder of Dhulia gaol.

DHULIA, KHANDESH, 3 April








































































76 THE GREAT FAMINE

wandering about the country and being taken
to the poorhouses in the last stages of starva-
tion. Itisa horrible story, and one can only
hope that the Government will come to realise
the true effects of its action while there is
still time to repair it.

AHMEDABAD, 12 April.






















































96 THE GREAT FAMINE

to apply remedies without thought of anything
but the relief of the ryot, and without being
frightened at the cost, we may begin to get at
the roots of the Indian famine.

GUJERAT, 17 April.















































































































































































































































































































ORGANISATION IN CENTRAL PROVINCES 197
of the real condition of our people. No other

province in the whole Empire has suffered half as
much.”

No words of mine can add force to this
appeal.

BILASPUR, CENTRAL PROVINCES.
























HOW INDIA IS FED 205

part with their stocks, in the hope of getting better
prices.
“SURAT DISTRICT.

“Last years harvests were very fair, and the
district is believed to have large stocks of grain in
merchants’ godowns in the city of Surat. Though
merchants are holding back their stocks in hopes of
better prices and have slackened imports, prices show
a tendency to fall.”

It may be my fault, but I have met no one
in India who really knew the inner workings
of the trade—or who, knowing them, would
confide in me.


































216 THE GREAT FAMINE

more fodder to dispose of than his cattle
can consume. In ordinary years he perhaps
produces food crops to a greater extent than
fodder crops, but when the rains fail, every
square yard that can be irrigated grows gene-
rally those grain crops which produce also the
largest outturn of fodder.” In the last famine
in the Deccan my informant tells me that he
saw thousands of patches of well irrigation
which produced over 2000 lbs. of grain per
acre and over five tons per acre of dry fodder.




































































































































INDIAN TERMS AND THEIR
EQUIVALENTS

Bunya .
Mamlotdar ...
Taluka
Jowar
Zemindar
Maund

Rupee

Lakk

Anna

Trader and money-lender.
Native district magistrate.
Official district.

A kind of millet.
Landowner.

82% lbs.

15, 44.

100,000,

A penny.

One-fourth of an anna.
One-twelfth of an anna.
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