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When Friars Monks and DPriests of former days,
Apoerypha and Seripture turn'd to Plays,

The Festivals of Fools and Asses kept,

Obey’d Boy-Bishops and to crosses crept,

‘They made the mumming Church the People's red,y
413 beld the grinning Bauble for a God.
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PREFACEL

—_— e ——————

It is related of Johnson, by his pleasant biographer,
that he said, ¢he loved the old black letter books;
they were rich in matter, though their style was in-
clegant.” Deeper read in our early writers, than the
great moralist, an erudite antiquary of our own day ”
observes, that ¢ with respect to what is often absurdly
denominated black letter learning, the taste which pre
vails in the present times for this sort of reading, wher-
ever true scholarship and a laudable curiosity are found
united, will afford the best reply to the hyper-criticisms
and impotent sarcasms of those who, having from in-
dolence or ignorance neglected to cultivate so rich a
field of knowledge, exert the whole of their endea-
vours to depreciate its value.” The truth of this has
been subsequently attested by the popularity of the
author of Waverley, who, aided by antient lore, im-
parts to his scenes and portraits of other times the truth
and high finish of Gerard Dow and Denner, and the dig-
nity and grace of Titian and Vandyke. NeedIapologize
then for bringing together the results of certain desul-
tory reading, intimately connected with that class of
literature which is especially dear to me from accidental
acquaintance with it in childhood, and stolen intimacies,

* Mr. Douce, in his Hlustrations of Shakspeare, vol. i. pref. xi,
1



i PREFACE.

during thirty years of a life spent in ¢ violating, step
after step, the circumscription by which the aristo-
cratic compasses were again and again, with reluctant
extension to successive greater distances, defining the
scope of the knowledge proper for a man of my con-
dition.” *

A memorable period in my humble existence is the
occasion of the ensuing sheets. On the 19th of De-
cember 1817, the late Lord Chief Justice Ellenborough
observed, that ¢the first scenic performances were
Mysteries or representations of incidents in Sacred
Writ.” The remark induced me, about three years
ago, to inquire somewhat on this subject, and in con-
sequence of a perusal, accidentally simultaneous, of
the religious Coventry Plays or Mysteries in the Bri-
tish Museum, and certain of the Apocryphal Gospels,
together with the possession of engravings by old
masters, from scenes common to each, I hastily com-
piled and published the volume cntitled ¢ The Apo-
cryphal New Testament.” Though my main purpose
in producing it was, that for which I stated it to be
of use, namely, to explain the subjects of pictures and
vrints that ¢are without explanation from any other
source,’ and notwithstanding I conceived that, so far
as the Gospels were concerned, it would be regarded
as a work of mere curiosity, yet it was dexterously
construed into a cause of attack. The fierceness of
the Quarterly in October 1821, roused me to answer
the assailant, and I sent a sheet of reply to the press
in the following month. To accompany it, but as a

+ Fster. t Apoc. N. Test. Preface.




PREFACE. 11

distinet publication, the ensuing pages from 13 to 68
inclusive, were then actually printed off, and I re-
ceived a proof from the printer of sixteen pages more
to conclude the tract, when abridgment of my leisure,
but, above all, the subsidence of my resentment into
profound contempt for the flagitious frauds of the re-
verend reviewer, and a conviction that those who
were qualified to judge of his article would see its
mendacity, determined me not to engage in polemics.
Abandoning the proposed refutation, yet towards the
close of last summer recollecting the portion of the
Mysteries in the printer’s warehouse, I sat down, in-
tending to complete my notices of these curious
dramas in a few hours, and within the limits that I
originally assigned to myself; the difficulty however
of wholly relinquishing my pen, while, by fits and
snatches, I could employ it agreeably, enlarged the
proposed pamphlet to the present volume.

Concerning the Coventry Mysteries, Dugdale relates,
in his History of Warwickshire, published in 1656,
that, ¢ Before the suppression of the monasterics this
city was very famous for the pageants that were play’d
therein, upon Corpus Christi Day (one of their ancient
faires) which occasioning very great confluence of
people thither from far and near, was of no small be-
nefit thereto: which pageants being acted with mighty
state and reverence by the Grey Friers, had theatres
for the several scenes, very large and high, placed
upon wheels, and drawn to all the eminent parts of
the city, for the better advantage of spectators, and
contain’d the story of the Old and New Testament,
composed in the old Englishe rithme, as appeareth
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by an ancient 8. (in Bibl. Cotton. Vesp. D. VIIL.)
intituled, Ludus Corporis Christi, or Ludus Coventric.
I have been told,” says Dugdale, ‘by some old people,
who in their younger years were eye-witnesses of these
pageants so acted, that the yearly confluence of people
to see that shew was extraordinary great, and yielded
no small advantage to this city.”* The celebrity of
the performances may be inferred from the rank of
the andiences; for, at the festival of Corpus Christi,
in 1483, Richard III. visited Coventry to see the
plays, and at the same scason in 1492, they were at-
tended by Henry VII. and his queen, by whom they
were highly commended.

While at the British Museum I made large extracts
from the Coventry Manuscript mentioned by Dug-
dale. It is remarkable, that in its entire series of
forty mysteries there is not one from the Apocrypha
to the Old Testament, whilst there are so many as
eight that are paraphrases of the New Testament
Apocrypha. Transcripts from these paraphrases com-
pose the early part of the present publication. Scme
portions that are abridged would have been given
entire, perhaps, had I consulted the MS. with a view
to this use, but there is quite enough to show how
largely the monkish playwright adopted the curious
incidents, and the very language of the spurious Gos-
pels—a circumstance alluded to in the Preface to the
Apocryphal New Testament, and which operated in no
small degree to the setting it forth. .

Concerning the scenery, machinery, dresses, and

* Dugdale’s Warwickshire, p. 116.
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decorations, and indeed the stage management of these
times, little is at present known.” Yet to what Dug-
dale has said of the Coventry performances, and the
notice from Drake’s History of York, of the representa-
tions in that city,f may be added an account of those
at Chester. The Mysteries acted there, also exist in
the British Museum among the Harleian MSS. They
are four and twenty in number, and were performed
by the trading companies of the city. ¢ Every compary
had his pagiante, or parte, which pagiantes were a highe
scafolde with two rowmes, a higher and a lower upon
4 wheeles, In the lower they apparelled themselves,
in the higher rowme they played, being all open on
the tope, that all behoulders might heare and see them.
The places where they played them was in every
streete. They begane first at the Abay Gates, and
when the pagiante was played, it was wneeled to the
High Cross before the mayor, and so to every streete;
and so every streete had a pagiante playing before
them, till all the pagiantes for the daye appointed
were played, and when one pagiante was neere
ended, worde was broughte from streete to streete,
that soe the mighte come in place thereof, ex-
cedinge orderlye, and all the strectes had their pa-
giante afore them, all at one time, playing together,

* Information on some of these points may be expected from a
forthcoming work, by the gentleman mentioned (at p. 218.) as
having favoured his friends with a bibliomaniacal edition
of the Coventry Pageant of the Sheremen and Taylors. I take
this opportunity of observing, that the MS. of this mystery is that
gentleman’s property; it is erroneously represented hereafter as
belonging to the corporation of Coventry.

t See p. 209—13. post.
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to se which playes was great rescrte, and also sca-
foldes, and stages made in the streetes, in those places
wheare they determined to playe their pagiantes.’®
Respecting the multiform portion of this volume,
denominated ¢ Illustrations,” 1 have to offer in excuse
that there is enough for good-natured readers to find
something to be amused with, and nothing intended to
offend those that I despair of pleasing. It is altogether
¢ skimble-skamble stuff,’ which not aspiring to the
character of an antiquarian treatise, may be allowed
to deprecate antiquarian censure. There is little
appearance of cohesion in the parts, and yet they
scarcely require more than leisure to adapt and con-
nect them according to the ‘rules of the schools,’
with a few other particulars, and make a book. The
DBoy-Bishop, for instance, whose processions at Nicho-
las-tide, according to Strype, ¢ made the people so
fond of keeping this holiday, that every parish almost
had its St. Nicholas,’ is associated with the Mys-
teries, by the representations of these religious plays
often taking place during his annual dignity. The
Feast of Fools, and especially the Feast of the Ass,
from their dramatic character, and celebration as ec-
clesiastical performances, are equally admissible. To

* Archdeacon Rogers’s MSS. Harl. 1918, quoted in Mr. Orme-
rod’s History of Cheshire, (p. 206—3802.) In that work there is a
copious notice concerning the Chester Mysteries, which were per-
formed for thelast time in 1574. Mr. Ormerod’s information cor -
cerning Mysteries in general is abundantly curious and useful.

A well written Article on the ¢ Early Drama,” with a pleasant
notice of Mystcries, is contained in that ably conducted Journal,
the Retrospective R view, vol. 1.
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be sure I have trespassed a little in the articles on the
Council of the Trinity, and the Brethren of the Trinity
without Aldersgate ; but who, possessing a monkish
legend in MS. or the chartulary of a dissolved fra-
ternity, could withstand the temptation of * hitching
into prinf a quotation or two, on a colourable oppor-
tunity. 1ln this, however, I acknowledge being in-
fluenced by liking rather than judgment, and so in
the article on the Descent into Hell. Reviewing my
gossip on the word aroint, 1 confess that equity wonld
compel me to dismiss it for impertinence. DBut it is
printed, and its existence in these sheets is a lament-
able proof of the ‘fearful estate’ of him who mounts
a hobby without a rein: though there is something
like a shadow of excuse too, for saying a little on old
Hearne’s plate as a Shakspearian authority.

Concerning Christmas Carols, I have not put down
a tenth of what 1 wished to find room for, nor so much
as I think will weary one good hearted reader who
remembers with what solemn pleasure he heard them
sung in his childhood. The Pageants, though familiar
to a few, will be new to more; and as to the account
of the Lord Mayor’s Show, and the Giants of London,
let that citizen, who constantly sees both, and knows
little regarding the history of either, be angry if he
can, for being informed of several curious particulars
respecting each. Regarding the Giants, indeed, I
formerly inquired too much and too long in vain, to
suppose that a few pages, occupied in authenticating
their origin, will be unwelcome to those who are
“ merry in Guildhall, when beards wag ail.’

In toiling through books and MSS., not in expec-
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tation, but with a bare hope of discovering a few
facts respecting manners in the olden time, the mind
glooms on the supposition that stores of information
perished with the destruction of the religious houses
in the reign of Henry VIII. Hewho ¢ neither spared
man in his rage, nor woman in hislust,” spared not the
literary collections in the libraries of the church. For
though it appears that Henry directed a commission -
to Leland, the antiquary, to search for and preserve
such works belonging to the dissolved monasteries
and colleges as might rescue remarkable English events
and occurrences from oblivion, and though Leland ac-
quainted Henry that he had ¢ conserved many good
authors the which otherwise had bene lyke to have
peryshed, to no smal incommodite of good letters; of
the which,” he tells him, ¢ part remayne in the most
magnificent lybraryes of your royal palaces; part
also remayne in my custodie;’ yet he expressly recites,
that one of his purposes was to expel ¢ the crafty co-
loured doctryne of a rowt of Romayne bysshopps;
which too plainly indicates that he ¢ conserved’ but
little concerning ancient customs.  Strype, who
praises Henry’s commission to Leland, afterwards
breaks out, saying, ¢ But great pity it was, and a
most irreparable loss, that notwithstanding this pro-
vision, most of the ancient MS. histories and writings
of learned British and Saxon authors were lost. Li-
braries were sold by mercenary men for any thing
they could get, in that confusion and devastation of
religious houses. Bale, the antiquary, makes mention
of a merchant that bought two netle libraries about
these times for forty shillings; the books whereof



PREFACE. ix

‘served him for no other use but for waste paper; and
that he had been ten years consuming them, and
yet there remained still store enough for as many
years more. Vast quantities and numbers of these
books, banished with the monks and friars from their
monasteries, were conveyed away and carried be-
yond seas to booksellers there, by whole ship ladings;
and a great many more were used in shops and kit-
chens.” It is not surprising then, that so little remains
from those immense collections; or rather it is won-
derful that so much should have escaped the general
devastation. Yet, in the economy of the Reformation,
the ruthless deed was, perhaps, an essential preparation
for the mighty knowledge that submerged the super-
stition of a thousand years. ‘The papal hierarchy,
‘from accident, fanaticism, and policy, pursued too
often a spurious plan of forcing mankind to become
technical automatons of rites and dreams, words and
superstitions; and supporting a system which, if not
originally framed, was at least applied to inforce a
long continued exertion of transferring the world into
the hands of ecclesiastics, and too often superseding
the Christianity of the Gospels by that of tradition,
policy, half-delirious bigotry, feelings often fantastic,
and unenlightened enthusiasm.”* Until the time of
Luther, religion, which in principle is a pure science,
was regarded as an art; it was the occupation of the
clergy, who taught it as a mystery, and practised it
as a trade.

¢ Mr. Turner’s Hist. Ang. Saxons, vol. iii. p. 516.

2
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From the manifold corruptions of rehgion resulted
the gross practices and delusions which are noticed in
the ensuing pages without comment; for the work is
a collection of facts, not of inferences. It commences
with the Coventry Mysteries; the passages from the
Apocryphal Gospels, whereon the scenes are founded,
being printed beneath. By referring to the Glossary
for words that scem difficult, the perusal of the whole
will be easy.

It is proper to state that a literary gentleman of
the Principality enabled me to mention Welsh Carols,
and favoured me with the translation of the Welsh
Wassail Carol for St. Mary’s Eve. To a bibliopolical
friend I am indebted for the notice of the Castle of
Good Preservance, which he saw in Dr. Macro’s col-
lection. I should with equal readiness acknowledge
other assistance, had I received it. Lastly, I am
bound to confess the existence of a few errors, not
affecting the sense, that were discovered too late for
correction, though in sufficient time to enable me to
affirm, as a warning to others, that the worst editor
of an author’s writings is himself.

Ludaate I1ill,
5th May, 1823,
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MYSTERY 1.

IN COTTON MS PAGEANT V(I
THE BIRTH OF MARY.

‘ .
T Pray commences with the speaking of a Pro-
logue, beginning thus :

Cryste conserve this congregation,
Fro’ perellys past, p’sent, and futur,
And the p'so’nys her’ pleand.

* Xk & & x

And that non oblocucyon, make this inat’er obsc’ure,
But it may p'fite and plese, eche p’son p’sent,
From the gynnynge, to the endynge, so to endure,
That cryst, and every creatur’, with the conceyte be content.

The Prologue proceeds to relate, that the ‘mater’
is of the modyr of mercy.’

In fewe wurdys talkyd, that it shulde nat be ted'yous
To ne lernyd, nyn to lewd, nyn to no man of reson;

This is the p’cesse :—Now p’serve you Jh'us ;
Thefor of this I yow pray, all that ben her’ prescnt,
And tak hed to our talkyn, what we shal say :

I be teche yow, that lorde that is evyr omnypotent,
To governe yow in goodnes, as he best may,

In hevyn we may hym se.
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Now god, that is hevyn kynge,

Send us all hese der’ blyssynge ;

And to his tow’r he mote vs brynge :

Aumen, ffor charyte.

¢Ysaxer,” the high priest, announces the festival,
when all must repair to Jerusalem to sacrifice.

“Josxivn® enters with ANNE his wife, (*) and calls
himself ‘a substancyall man,” says he divides his

goods into three parts, one

to the temple, another to

the ‘pylg’mys,” the third for his own houshould ; and
concludes his speech by observing, that

So shulde every curat, in this werde wyde,

Geve a part to his channcel, I wys;

A part to his parocheners, that to povert slyde;
The thyrd part to kepe, for hy’ & his.(*)

JOoACHIM

tells ANNE that he dreads to sacrifice,

for

Be cawse that no frute of vs doth p’cede,

I fere me grettly the prest wole me dysspice;
Than grett slawndyr in the tribus of vs shulde aryse:
But this I avow to God, with all the mekenes I can,

| Passages paralleled ; fromthe

(*) Mary, i.—1. The blessed and
ever glorious Virgin Mary, sprung from
the royal race and family of David,
was born in the city of Nazareth, and
educated at Jerusalem, in the temple
of the Lord.

2. Her father’s name was Joachim,
and her mother’s Anna. The family
of her father was of Galilee and the
city of Nazareth The family of her
mother was of Bethlehem.

®) 8. Their lives were plain and
right in the sight of the Lord. pious
and fanltless before men. For they

Apocryphal New Testament.

divided all their substanec into three
parts.

4. One of which they devoted to the
temple and officers of the temple; an-
other they distributed among stran-
gers, and persons in poor circum-
stances ? and the third they reserved
for themselves and the uses of their
own family.

7. 9 And it came to pass, that when
the feast of the dedication drew near,
Joachim, with some others of his tribe,
went up to Jerusalem, and, at that

time, Issachar was high-priest.
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Gyff, of his mercy, he wole a chylde vs devyse,
We shal offre it vp, i’to the temple, to be goddys wman. (*)
ANNE declares that his words bring teares down her
face, and endeavours to console her husband with

I wys swete husband the fawte is mine.

Corresponding in sentiment with him, she vows that
if ¢God send frate, and it be a mayde childe,” she
shall be a ¢ foot mayd to mynyster’ in the temple,
and salutes Joachim, saying,

Thryes I kysse you, with syghys full sad.

They inform Issachar they are come to  sacrife.’
Then follows this direction to the actors.

[¢¢ Here they shal synge theis seg’no, B'N'DICTA SIT
“ B’A TriNITAS. Adnd 7 that time ysakar, with his
““ mi’sters, ensensyth the auter; §& then thei make her

“off ry’g.”]

IssacHAR invites all present to come up and ofter,
but he tells Joachin and Anne to stay where they
are, that they ‘arn barrany and bare; inquires how
they durst presume among fruitful persons; that it is
a token they are cursed ; and finally, he rejects their
offerings, and charges Joachim to go fast out of the
temple.(*) Next is sung

»l« PATER #}« ET FILIUS »} ET sP’US 8’C’US.  Chor. Amen.

| Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(*)MaRry, i.—5. In this manner they | on which accouit they went at cvery
lived for about twenty years chastely, | feast in the year to the temple of the
in the favour of God, and the esteem ! Lord.
of men, without any children. (®) 8. Who, when he saw Joachim

6. But they vowed, if God should | along with the rest of his neighbours,
favour them with any issue, they would | bringing his offerings, despised both
devote it to the service of the Lord; | him and his offerings, and asked him,
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IssacHAR blesses the people in these words:—

Now, of god & man, blessyd be ye alle.
Homward agen now returne ye ;

And in this temple abyde we shalle,
To servyn god in trinyte.

JoacHIM, greatly laments his disgrace :—

Now wyl I go to my shepherdys, and with hem abyde ;

& th'r evyr mor, levyn in sor’we, & in drede :

Shame makyth many man his hed for to hyde.(*)

He salutes the shepherds with
felas—how far ye & my bestys?

‘Ha how do ye,
They answer, *they

be lusty & fayr, § grettly multyply—how do ye,

mayster ?’

This answer touches a sore place—he tells them to
do what they list, and see their ‘bestys not stray.’
Praying to God in great bitterness, he says of himself,

What am I? wretche !—worse than an hownde.

ANNE also prays, and expostulates with God :—

Why do ye thus to my’husbond, lord; why ? why? why ?
for my barynes he may amend this y’self, aud thou lyste, to

mor’we.

[Her the AvuxceL descendith the hefne,

syngyng Exvrret.]

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

9. Why he, who ﬁad no children,
would presume to appear among thoso
who had? Adding, that his offerings
could never be acceptable to God, who
was judged by him unworthy to have
children ; the Seripture having said,
Cursed is every one who shall not be-
get a male in Israel.

10. He further said, that he ought
first to be free from that curse by be-
getting some issue, and then come with

his offerings into the presence of God.

(*)Mary, i.—11. But Joachim being
much confounded with the shame of
such reproach, retired to the shepherds
who were with the cattle in their pas-
tures ;

12. For he was not inclined to re-
turn home, lest his neighbours, who
were present and heard all this from
the high-priest, should publicly re-
proach him in the same manner.
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THE ANGEL acquaints Joachim, that God, by
making barrenness, shews ‘ his myth & his mercye
bothe;( ) reminds him that Sarah was ninety years
barren and bore Isaac;(") that barren Rachel bore

Joseph,

that of Egypt was kynge, (%)
A stronger, than Sampson ;

that Samuel’s mother was barren, till she bore him;(*)

And, in the lyke wyse, Anne, thy blyssyd wyff.
Sche shal ber’ a childe, schal hygth Mary, (%)
Whic’h shall be blyssyd in her body, and have joys fiyff,

be full of the holy ghost, inspired, and offered in the

temple, ()

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(*) Mary, ii.—1. But when he had
been there for some time, on a certain
day when he was alone, the angel of
the Lord stood by him with a prodi-
gious light,

2. To whom, being troubled at the
appearance, the angel who had appear-
ed to him, endeavouring to compose
him, said ;

8. Be not afraid, Joachim, nor trou-
bled at the sight of e, for I am an
angel of the Lord sent by him to you,
that I might inform you, that your
prayers are heard, and your alms as-
cended in the sight of God.

4. For he hath surely seen your
shame, and heard you unjustly re-
proached for not having children; for
God is the avenger of sin, and not of
nature ;

5. And so when he shuts the womb
of any person 3 he does it for this rea-
son, that he may in a more wonderful
manner again open it, and that which
is born appear to be not the product of
lust, but the gift of Ged.

(*) 6. For the first mother of your
nation Sarah, was she not barren ¢ven

till her eightieth year: And yet even
in the end of her 0ld age brought forth
Isaac, in whom the promise was made
of a blessing of all nations.

(¢) 7. Rachel also, so much in favour
with God, and beloved so much by
holy Jacob, continued barren for a
long time, yet afterwards was the mo-
ther of Joseph, who was not only go-
vernor of Egypt, but delivered many
nations from perishing with hunger.

(4) 8, Who, among the judges, was
more valiant than Sampson, or more
holy than Samuel ? And yet both their
mothers were barren.

(¢) 9. But if reason will not convince
you of the truth of my words, that
there are frequent conceptions in ad-
vanced years, and that those who were
barren have brought forth to their
great surprise; therefore Anna your
wife shall bring you a daughter, and
you shall call her name Mary ;

() 10. She shall, according to your
vow, be devoted to the Lord from her
infancy, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost from her mother’s womb :

11. She shall neither eat nor drink
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And as sche sc’hal be bor’ of a barrany body,
So, of her, schal be bor’, with out natur’, J’hus,
That schal be savyo, vato al man kende, (*)

¢In tokyn’ he prophesies to Joachim, that he shall
meet Anne at the gylded gate of Jerusalem. (*)

Joscmim takes his leave of the shepherds, who
being glad to see his spirits revive, say,

We schal make vs so mery, now this is be stad,
That, a myle on yo' way, ye schal her’ vs synge.

THE ANGEL appears to ANNE, tells her that God
hath heard her prayers, that she shall meet her hus-

band at the ‘goldyn gate,” and conceive, and bear a
child, whose destiny he foretels, () and Anne re-

jolces,

[Her go'th the Aungel agen to hefne.]

[ Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N, Test.]

any thing which is unclean, nor shall
her conversation be without among the
common people, but in the temple of
the Lord; that so she may not fall un-
der any slander or suspicion of what is
bad.

&:) Mary, ii.—12. So in the process
of her years, as she shall be in a mira-
culous manner born of one that was
barren, so she shall, while vet a virgin,
in a way unparalleled, bring forth the
Son of the most IHigh God, who shall
be called Jesus. and, according to the
signification of his name, be the Sa-
viour of all nations.

(*) 13. And this shall be a sign to
you of t e things which I declare,
namely, when you come to the golden
gate of Jerusalem, you shall there
meet your wife Anna, who being very

much troubled that you returned no
sooner, shall then rejoice to see you.

(¢) iii.—1. Afterwards the ange] ap-
peared to Anna his wife, saying: Fear
not, neither think that which you see is
a spirit;

2. For I am that angel who hath
offered up your prayers and alms be-
fore Ged, and am now sent to ycu,
that I may inform you, that a daughter
will be born unto you, who shall be
called Mary, and shall be blessed
above all women.

6. Arise therefore, and go up to Je-
rusalem, and when you shall come to
that which is called the golden gate
(because it is gilt with gold), as a sign
of what T have told you, you shall meet
yvour husband, for whose safety you
have been so much concerned.
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JoacHM and ANNE meet in great joy, and he gives

her a ¢ kusse of clennesse.’(*)
The drama concludes with an intimation that it is

their intention to go home,

To thank god, that sytt in tron’,
That thus hath sent us his grace.

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

). Mary, ni.—§. 9 According | diction, they met euch orher.
therefore to the command of the an- 11.9 So Annaconceived, «nd brought
gel, both of them left the places where | forth a daughter, and, accordiug to the
they were, and when they came to | angel’s command, the parents did call
the place specified in the angel’s pre- | her name Mary.



MYSTERY 1I.

IN COTTON MS. PAGEANT 1X,

et = e

MARY’S EDUCATION IN THE TEMPLE,
AND BEING SERVED BY ANGELS.

THe Pray opens by Contemplation speaking a Pro-
logue beginning
Sovereynes ; ye have sen shewyd yo1 befor',
Of Joachym & Anne, both ther'e holy metynge ;
How o’ lady was conseyved, and how she was bor’;
‘We passe ovyr that—breffness of tvine consyderynge.

The Prologue announces the entrance of Mary,

and how

as a childe of iij yer’ age, her' she schal apper,
That holy mater we wole declare,
Tyl ffortene yer’, how sche did far’:

Now of you' speche I pray yow spar,

All that ben in this place.

[Her Joachym and Anne, with owr' lady be twen hem, beyng
al in whyte, as a childe of i) yer' age, presente her' in to
the temple ; thus seyng Joachym.(*)]

[ Passages paralleled ; from the Apoe. N. Test.]

(2) Mary, iv.—1, And when three | the Virgin to the temple of the Loid
Kears were expired, and the time of | with ofterings,
er weaning complete, they brought
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JoacHIM exclaims ¢ Blyssyd be our lord, flayr
firute have we now,” and he reminds his wife of their
VOW :—

The age of Mary, our dowter, is yers three,
Th'for’, to thae p'sonys and on god, lete vs her p'sent.

ANNE assents, and says to MARry,

Dowter, the aungel (told) us ye shoulde be a qwen;
Woll ye go se that lord yo’ hushond schal ben ;

& lerne for tolove hym ; andlede w't hy' yo' lyff?
Telle yo' ffadyr & me her, yo' Answer let sen,

Wole ye be pur’ maydy’, & also goddys wyff?

MARY answers, that as her father and mother have
vowed,

so ssothly wow I

To be goddys chast seruaunt, whil lyff is mine;

But to be goddys wyff I was never wurthy.
T am the sympelest that ever was born of body ;

I haue herd you sey’d god schulde haue a modyr swete,
That I may leve to se hir’, god graunt me, for his merey,

& abyl me to ley my handys vodyr hir’ fayr fete.

[Et genuflected ad denum.]

JoacHIM encourages Mary by observing,

I wys dowter it is wel seyd
Ye answer & ye wer’ twenty yer’ olde.

Joacnim and ANNE go to Issachar, and Joachim
addresses him thus:

Her’ p'nce of Prestes, & it plese you,
We, that wer’ barryn, god hath sent a childe,

T'o offre her to goddys service we made our’ a vew:
Her’ is the same mayde, mary most mylde.

4
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IssAcHAR tells Joachim he recollects that he re-
proached them, but he rejoices they are now among
the fruitful ; and he compliments Mary with

Ye have a gracyous face.

JoAcHIM, then bowing with great reverence, says
that to

ffadyr, & son, & holy gost,
On god, & p'sonys thre,
he offers Mary to be a servant for ever.

ANNE encourages Mary to go up to the ‘Pre'st.’
She agks their blessing: in answer to which Joseph
says, ¢ In nomine patris § filii & sp’ris $'c’7, whereto
Mary answers, ‘ Amen; now ye good modyr’: Anne
repeats ‘In nomine, &c.” Mary thanks them, and

intreats forgiveness if ever she offended them
[Et explexendo osculabit p'rem & m'rem.)

JoAcHIM and ANNE congratulate themselves on
having ‘suche a chylde.’

IssacHAR tells Mary that she shall be the accepted
daughter of ¢ god eternall,” and

If the fyfte'ne grees thou may ascende
It is miracle, if thou do. (%)
[Maria & sic deinceps usq. ad fine' xv¥ psalmor.’]

MARY repeats the degrees in quadrats, each pre-
faced by a Latin line.

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(3) MAgy, iv.—2. And there were 3. For the temple being built in a
about the temple, according to the | mountain, the altar of burnt-offering,
fifteen Psalms of Degrees, fifteen stairs | which was without, could not be come
to ascend. near but by stairs.
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Fr'us ~-A gracyous lord | this is a mervelyous thyoga
That we se her’ all in sygt,
A babe of thre’ yer age so zynge,
To come vp these greeys so vp right.
It is an hey meracle. (*).

MARY inquires,
How I shall be rewlyd in goddys hous ?

IssACHAR answers, that God gave ten command-
ments, which may be comprised in two; first, the
love of God:—

Love ffadyr, sone, and holy gost;

Love God the fadyr, for gevyth myght ;

Love God the sone, for he gevyth wysd'm the most;
Love God the holy gost, for he gevyth love and light ;
Thre' personnys and on god. * * *

Than, love thou evy’r crystyn, as y'r self.

He further informs her that she shall have ‘may-

denys fyve, Meditac’on, Contrysson, Compassyon,
Clennes, and Fruyssyon. MARY says,

Her' is an holy ffelacha’pp I fele;

I am not wurthy amonge he’ to be:—
Swete systers, to yow all, I knele

To receyve me; I beseche yo'r charyte.

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoe. N. Test.]

(*) Mary, iv.—4. The parents of |the Lord in such a manner went up all
the blessed Virgin and infant Mary |the stairs one after another, without
put her upon one of these stairs; the help of any to lead her or lift her,

6. But while they were putting off | that any one would have judged from
their clothes, in which they had tra- | hence, that she was of perfect age.
velled, and according to custom put-| 7. Thus the Lord did, in the infancy
ting on some that were more neat and | of his Virgin, work this extra~dinary
clean. work, and evidence by thie -piracle

6. In the mean time the Virgin of | how great she was like to be § ‘feafter.
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Eypus—They schal dowter; And, on the tother syds, w
Ther' ben sefne prestys in dede, :
To schryve, to teche, and to mynystryn to the;
To lerne the goddys lawys, and scryptur’ to rede.
Mary.—Fadyr, knew I her’ namys well wer" L.
Ep'us—Ther is Dyscressyon, Devoc'on, Dylexc'on, and De-
liberac’on.
They schall tende upon you besyly,
W't Declarac’'on, Determynac’on, Dyvynac'on,
Now go ye maydenys, to yo'r occupac’on;
And loke ye tende this childe tendyrly,
& ye, serys, knelyth, & I schall gyve yow goddy's benyson.
Ix no'NE PR'IS & FrL & sP'US s'on
[Et recedent cw’ ministris suis v'es virgines dicent. Amen.]

Joacnim and ANNE leave MARY, who says to her
maidens,

Syster’, ye may go do what ye schal
To serve God; fyrst her’ is al my thought;
Beforn this holy awter’ on my knes I fall.

She prays for obedience and suitable virtues,

Her' the aungel bryngyth manna, in a cowp of gold, lyke to
confeccons ; the hefne syngynge : the a’'ngel seyth

Merueyle not, mekest mayd’'on, of my mynystracon;
T am a good Aungel, sent of god All myght,
W't angelys mete, for yo'r sustentac’on ;
Ye to receyve it; ffor natural myght,
We aungellys echul serve yow, day and nyght.
Now fede yow th’ with, in goddys name :
We schal lerne yow the lyberary of our’ lordys lawe lyght,
For my sawys in yow, shewyth synges of shame,

MARY, accepting the food, - I'serves,
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All man'er of savowrs in this mete I fynde;
I felt nevyr none so swete, ner so redolent (*)

The ANGELS acquaints her that, at ‘alle howrys,
angels shall attend on her.

MARY is greatly astonished, and she ‘is thus allite-
ratively addressed by the ANGEL

In yo'r name, Maguy, ffyve letterys we han:—
$8.—Mayde, most mereyfull, & mekest i' mende;
A.—Auerte of the Anguysch, that Adam began;
®.—Regina, of Regyon, reyneynge W't owty’ ende ;
¥.—Innocent, be Influens of Jesse’s kende;
@ ,— Adoucat, most autentyk, yo'r Antecer Anna,
Hefne & helle her’ kneys down bende,
‘Whan this holy name of yow is seyd Mania.
Maria.—I qwake grettly, for dred, her’ this com’endac’on;
Good swete Aungel why wole ye sey thus?
Aungell—For ye schal, herafter, have a salutac'on
That schall this excede: it is seyde, amonge vs,
The deyte that dede shall determyn, & dyseris;
Ye schal nevyr, lady, be lefte here a lone.
Mary.---I erye ye mercy lorde and thin’ erthe cus;
Recommendynge me to that godhyd, that is tryne, i’ tro'ne.

His osculet terra’. Her schal comyn, alwey, an Aungel, w't
dyvers p'sents, goynge and comyng, & in the tyme thei schal
synge, in hefne, this hy'pne Juv coroxa Vireisi — And,
af?t that, comyth a mi'st, fro the busschop, w't a p'set.

[Passages paradleead ; from the Apoc. N, Test.]

() Mary, v. 1. But the virgin of { 2. For she every day had the con-
the Lord, as she advanced in years, versation of angels, and every day re-
increased also in perfections, and ac- ceived visions from God, which pre-
cording to the saying of the Psalmist, served her from all sorts of evil, and
her father and mother forsook her, but caused her to abound with all good
the Lord took care of her. things,
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MARY receives the refreshment with thanks, but
gives it to her maidens, requiring them to bestow
what they leave on ‘¢ po’r folk faryn god.’

CoNTEMPLATION speaks the following

Epilogue.

Lo! sofreynes, her ye have seyn’,

In the temple, of our ladyes presentac’on ;
She was nevyr occapyed in thyngs veyn,

But evyr besy in holy occupacyon.
And we be seche yow, of your pacyens,

That we pace these matters so lythly away ;
Lf thei shulde be do with good prevydens,

Eche on wolde suffyce for an hoole day.

Now schal we p'cede to her dissponsac’on,
Which, after this, was xiiij ye'r ;
Tyme sufficyth not to make pawsac’on,
Hath pacyens w't vs, we be sech yow her’;
And, in short spas,
The parlement of hefne sone schal ye se,
& how goddys son com’ man schal be,
And how the salutac’on after’ schal be,

Be godys holy gras.
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MYSTERY III.

THE MIRACULOUS ESPOUSAL OF MARY
AND JOSEPH.

IssacHAR, the ‘BussHopp, enters, and requests at-
tention from the audience in an address beginning

Lystenyth Lordyngs both hye and lowe.

He says, ‘The lawe of god byddyth this sawe’

That at xiiij yer’ of age
Every damesel what so sche be
To the encrease of mor’ plente
Shulde be browght in good degr’
On to her spowsage. (*)

JoacHIM and ANNE bring MARY to ISsACHAR, who,
supposing she is come to choose a ‘spowse,” wel-
comes her.

MARY says that she is not against the law, but that
she will ‘levyn evyr in chastyte.’

[ Passage paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(a) Mary, v.—4. At that time the | as they were now cf a prper matu-
high-priest made a public order, That | rity, should, according to the custorn
all the virgins who had public scttle- | of their country, endeavour to be mar-
ments in the temple, and were come | ried.
to this age, should return home, and,
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IssACHAR inquires why she will ‘not to weddyng
go?

MARY relates that her father ard mother ¢ were
bothe baryn;’ that

Bycause they hadde nothyr frute nor chylde.
Leprevyd thei wer’ of wykkyd and wylde;

that they vow’d, if they had a child, it should be de-
dicated to the service of God;—

He herd her longe p'y’s,

& than sent hem both seed and flow'’r;
‘Whan I was born in her bow’r

To the temple offryd T was;

and dedicated to chastity.(*)

IssacHAR declares that the law is express, that
all maydens should go to the spowsing ; that her
Parents are not to blame for vowing, in their barren-
ness, to dedicate their °frute; that to make a vow
to God 1is lawful by scripture, and to observe the law
also is needful; and he beseeches the advice of the
Priests.

A Priest advises that they all pray to God directly,
and that they shall begin VENI CREATOR sP'US.

[And whan wveni creat s doin, the buschop shal seyng Now
LORD GOD OF LORDYS WHYSEST oF ArL &c.]

| Passages paralleled ;  from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(*) Mary, v.—5. To which com- | she and her parents had devoted her to

mand, though all the other virgins ' the service of the Lord; and besides,

readily yielded obedience, Mary the | that she had vowed virginity to the

Virgin of the Lord alone answered, | Lord, which vow she was resolved

that she could not comply with it. never to break through by lying with
6. Assigning these reasons, that bothi | man.



29

He then prays to ‘the lorde, knelynge on kne,’

for a solution of this ¢dowteful dowte.” (*)

(RN

AN ANGEL appears and acquaints the Bishop that
his prayer ‘is herd to hyg hevyn halle;” that God
aath sent him to tell him what to do in the dilemmaj;

and he desires the Bishop to

Take tent, & undyrstond,

"This is goddys owyn byddyng,
That all kynsmen of Dauyd the kyng,

To the temple shul brynge, Lier’ an offryng,
W't whyte yardys in their honde.

Loke wele what tyme thei offer’ ther’,
All her’ yardysin their hand then take ;

Take hede whose yerde doth biome and ber’,
And he shal (be) the maydenys make.(®)

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(*) Mary, v.—7. The high-priest | prophecy of Isaiali, to whom the Vir-
being hereby brought into a difficulty, | gin should be given and be betrothed ;

8. Secing he durst neither on the
one hand dissolve the vow, and disobey
the Seripture, which says, Vow and
ay,
: %) Nor on the other hand introduce
a custom, to which the people were
strangers, commanded

10. That at the approaching feast all
the principal persons both of Jerusalem
and the neighbouring places should
mect together, thathe might have their
advice, how he had best proceed in so
difficult a case.

11.Whenthey were accordingly met,
they unanimously agreed to seck the
Loid, and ask counsel frem him on this
matter,

12. And when they were all engaged
in prayer, the high priest, according to
the usual way, went to consult Ged,

13. And immediately there was a
voice from the ark and the mercy-
seat, which all present heard, that it
wust be inauired or sought cut Ly a

44, For Isaiah saith, there shall come
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and a flower shall spring out of its
root,

15. And the Spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon him, the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Coun-
gel and Might, the Spirit of Know-
ledge and Piety, and the Spirit of the
fear of the Lord shall fill him.

16. Then, according to this pro-
pheey, he appointed, that all the men
of the house and family of David, who
were marriageable, and not married,
should bring their several rods to tha
altar,

c(lb) 17. Andout of whatsoever person’s
red after it was Dbrought, a flower
should bud forth, and on the top of it
the Spirit of the Lord should sit in the
appearance of a dove, he should be the
man to whom the Virgin should be
given and be betrothed.

14
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'The Bisuor’s orders ¢ Proclamacion’ to be made
uceordingly, and Josepn, hearing the announceiment,
50YS

In gret labor’, my Iyif I lede,
Myn’ ocupasy’on Iyth in many place,

Tor flebylnesse of age my Jorney I may not spede,
I thank the, gret god’, of thi grace.

Josern lies down on the ground from weariness,
nd exelaims,

Age and febylnesse doth me embras,
That I may nother well goe ne stond.

Proclamation is made that MARY is to be married
to one of the house of David, who are required to
appear before the Bishop: He is waiting for them
the Officer says, and

e byddyth yow, ferthermor’, in handys that ye hent,
A fayr white yerde, every’eh, of yow ye bryng.
Joseph.—DBcnedicite ! I cannot vnder stande,
What our p'nce of prests doth me'n,
That every man shuld come and brynge with hy’ a whande,
Abyl to be maryed thatis: Not I !—So !—Mote I then?
I have be’ maydon evyr, and evyr mor’ wele ben
I chaungyd not yet, of all my long Iyff,
& now to be maryed ! s’n man wold wene,
{t is a straunge thynge, an old man to take a yonge wyff!

But, nevyr the lesse, no doute, of we must, forth to towne.
Now neybors & kynnysmen lete us forth go:

I shal take a wand in my hand, and cast of my gowne,
Y11 falle, then T shalle, grenyn for wo.
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Ho so take away my staff, I say he wer’ my fo;
Ye be men that may wel ren, go ye be for;
I am old, & also colde, walkyng doth me wo;
Th’rfore now, wole I so, my stafl holde, I this jurny to wor’.

Tae Bisuop explains to the men of the house of
David the cause of his assembling them, and why
each was commanded to bear a wand :—

All yo’ roddys ye shal brynge vp to me,
&, on hese rodde, that the holy gost is syttynge,
IIe shal the hushbonde of this ma’y be.
[Hic portent v'gas]
Joseph.—1It shal not be, I ley a grotte
I shal a byde behynde p’uyly.
Now wolde God I wer' at hom, in my cote ;
I'am a schamyd to be seyn, veryly.

Several make their offering. The last man desires
Joseph to bring up his offering; accuses him of
arrying behind, and says, ¢ Com on man; for shame !’

Joseph.—Com? ya! ya! god help, full fayn I wolde,
But I am so agyd, and so olde,
That both my legs gyn to folde ;
I am ny almost lame.*

The Bissor says he can ‘ no svgne a spy, and
proposes to go to prayer again({), to which it is an-
swered, that

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test. ]

(¥) MARY, vi.—I, Among the rest | siles presented his.
there was a man named Joseph, of the 1 2. So that when nothing appeared
ncuse and fawi y of David, and a per- | agreeable to 1he heavenly voice, the
son very fur advanced in years, who | high-priest judged it proper to consult
drew back his rod, when every one be- | God again.
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He brought not up his rodde trewly,

To whom the mayd howyth to be maryed her.*
Ep’us.—~Whath, Joseph ! why stande ye ther’ bv hynde ?

I wis, ser, ye be to blame.
Joseph.—Ser, 1 kan not my rodde fynde,

To come th'r in trowth me thynkyht shame.

[Ep'us comyth thens.]

Ep’us.—Oftyr up yo’ rodde, ser, in goddys name;

Why do ye not as men yow pray ?
Joseph.—Scr, he may cuyl go that is ner lame;

In soth I com’ as fast as I may.

JosePH, when he presents his rod, prays to be ac-
quitted of sin: laments that he can scarcely lift his
hands : and, on a sudden, exclaims with astonish-

ment,

Lot lo! lo! what se ye now?

Ep’us.—A mercy ! mercy ! merey! lord, we crye!
The blyssyd of god we sce art thou!
[& clamd’t o’es m'cy m'ey.)
A gracyous god, in hevyn trone!
Ryht wundyrful thi werkys be.
Her’ may we se a merveyl one,
A ded stok beryth flours fire.
Joseply, in hert, with outen mone,
- Thou mayst be Llyth, with game & gle,
A mayd to wedde, thou must ‘gone,
Be this meracle I do wel se
Mary is her’ name.

(Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.)

(*) MARY, vi.—8. Who answcred,  who were brought together, who had
fhat lic to whom the Virgis was tobe  not brought his rod.
petrothed was the only person of those 4. Josepl therefore was betrayed.
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Joseplh.—~What ! shuld T wedde ? god for bede!
I am an old man, so god me spede,
& with a wyfl; now to levyn in drede,
It wor’ neyther sport ner game.

Ep’us.—Agens God, Joseph, thou mayst not stryves;
God wyl’ that thou a wyfT haue.
This fayr mayde shal be thi’ wyve;
She is buxum, and whyte as laue.

Joseph,—A ! shuld I have her’ ye lese my lyff.
Alas ! der god, shuld I now rave ?
An old man may nevyr thryff
With a yonge wyfl; so God me saue!

Nay, nay, ser’ Iett bene ;
Shuld I now, in age, beg’y’ne to dote,
If I her chyde, she wolde clowte my cote,
Bler’ my (ey’) & pyke ont a mote,

& thus oftyn tywmes it is sene.

The Bisnop tells Joseph that God hath assigred
Mary to him, and will not be opposed.

Josgrnl assents, and, turning to the Virgin, says,

But, fayr maydon, I thee p’y,
Kepe thee clene as I shal me,
I.am a man of age;;
Therfor’ ser busshop, I wyl, that ye wete,
That in bedde we shuld nevyr mete ;
ffor 1 wys, mayden swete,
An old man may not rage.

Ep’us.~~q This holyest virgyn shalt thou maryn now;
Your rodde floreschyth fayrest, that man may se.

[& 28 ca'te’t, Ba'dc'a sit b’a ('nitas.)
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The hole gost we se, syttyht on a bow ; *
Now yeld we all preysing to the trenyte.
91 Joseph ; wele ye have this maydon to yo’ wytl,
& her’ hono’, & kepe, as ye howe to do ?
Joseph.—~Nay ser, so mote | thryff,
I haue ryght no nede therto.
Ep'us.—Joseph ; it is goddys wyl it shuld be 503
Sey after me, as it is skyl.
Joseph.—Here, and to p'forme his wyl, I bow thereto,
ffor all thinge owyght to ben at his wyl.
Ep'us & ide’ Joseph.
Sey thou after me:—Her I take thee Mary to wylf,
To hauy’ to holdyn, as God his wyll with ws wil
make,
& as long as be thwyn us, leftyght our’ lyff,
To loue yow as myselff, my trewth I you tike.
Mine ad Mariam sic dicens.

Ep'us.—Mary; wole ye haue this man,

And hym to kepyn, as yo’ Iy ?
JMaria.—In the tenderest wyse, fadyr, as I kan,

& with all my wyttys fiyff.
Ep’us.—Joseph; with this rynge now wedde thi wyff,

& be her hand, now, thou her' take.
Joseph.—Ser, with this rynge, I wedde her ryff,

& take her’ now her’, for my make.
Lp'us—Mary, mayd, with outyn mor’ stryff,

On to thi spowse, thou hast hym take. (1)
Maria.—In chastyte, to leden my Iyff,

I shal hym nevyr for sake,

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

* MARY, vi.—5. For, when he did t G. Accnr«ling!y, the.usual cere-
bring his rod, and a dove coming from monies of bgtrotbmg being over, he
Heaven pitched upon the top of it, returned to his own city of Betnlehem,
evcry one plainly saw, that the Virgin  to set his houss in order, and make
was to be betrothed to him ; the necdful provisions forthe mariiages
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But evyr with him a byde
And, jentyll spowse, as ye an seyd,
lete me levyn as a clene mayd,

I schal be trewe, be not dysmayd,

Both terme, time, and tyde.

Ep‘us—Her’ is the holyest mat'remony, that evyr was, i this
werde : ’
The hyg names of our lord we wole now syng hy,
We all wole this solempn dede record .
Devowtly. [Alma chorus d’ni n'ne pangat no’i'a sunw’.]

€1 Now goth hom all, in goddys name,
Wher as yo’ wonying was betor :
Madenys, to lete her go a lone it wor’ shame,
It wold hevy you’ herts sor’;
Ye schal blysse the tyme that sche was bor’
Now look at hom her brynge.

Maria.—To have you’ blyssyng ffadyr I falle yow be for'.

Ep'us.—He blesse yow that hath non hendyng ;
In no'i'e p'ris and filii and sp’us s'ci.

Ep'us.— 9« Joseph ; thi selph art old of age,
And the wyff of age is yonge,
&, as we redyn, in old sage,
Many man is sclepyr of tonge ;
Therfor, euyl langage for to swage,
That yo’ good fame may leste longe,
iij damysellys schul dwelle with yow i’ stage,
‘With thi wyff, to be evyr mor a monge,
& schal these iij her take:
Susanne, the fyrst, schal be ;
Rebecca, the secunde, schal go with the;
Sephor’ the thrydde. Loke that, ye thre,
This maydan nevyi ye for sake.
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The ¢maydenys’ declars their readiness to go, Mary
crtreats, and obtains, the blessing of her parents, and
ANNE says to her,

I pray to God tnce save ;

pray thee, mary my swete chylde
Be lowe, & buxhum, meke, and mylde,
Sad, & sobyr, & nothyng wylde,

& goddys blyssynge thou haue.

Josepn tells Mary that his kindred will go home
before her; that not being rich, he has no house, and
he wishes her to abide there, and worship god; Mary
assents, determining to

————- sey the holy Psalme of Dauyth,
Which book is clepyd the sawter’.

Josern having departed, Mary appears, saying,
I haue seyd sum of my sawter, and her 1 am,
At this holy psalme in dede,
B’w’ dizisti di'ce’ terram tuam :
In this holy labor, lord me spede.

When Josepi returns, he addresses her with—

Mary wyff, & mayd, most gracyous :

Displese yow not, I pray yow, so long T haue bey’
I have hyryd for us a lytyl praty hous,

& ther in, ryght hesely, levyn wole we.

He invites her, and her maidens, to follow, and
says,
I must gon owth hens fer ye' fro,
I wyll go laboryn, in fer co’ntre, (*)
With trewth, to maynteyn our housholde seo.

g . ——y

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N, Test.] )
(* PROTEVAN, viiii—16. I must gn ‘o mind my trade cf bulldin
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This ix monthis thou seyst me nowth
Kepe the clene, my jentyl spowse,
& all thi maydenys  thi howue,
That evyl langage I her not rowse,
For hese love that all hath wrought.

MarY prays God to speed him, and concludes,
with
Gracyous God, my mayden hed saue
Euyr clene, in chastyte.
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MYSTERY IV.

IN COTTON MS. PAGEANT XL

A COUNCIL OF THE TRINITY
AND THE INCARNATION.

ConteMrLATION begins the PLAY with a

Prologue,

Fowr thowsand, sex vndryd, four yer, T telle,
Man for his offens, & fowle foly,
Hath leyn yer’, in the peynes of helle,
And wer’ wurthy to ly’, there in, endlesly,
But thanne shuld perysche thi grete mercye.

¥ ¥* %k k % %

Wolde God thou wouldyst (leave) thi hefne myghty,
& com down her’ in to erth,

& levyn yers thre & threttye,
thyn famy’t folke, with thi fode, to fede.

To staunche thi thryste, lete thi syde blede.
ffor erste, wole not be made redemp’c’on,

Virtutes.—The Aungel, lord, thou made so gloryous,
Whos synne hath mad hy’ a devyl in helle,
He mevyd man to be so contraryous,
Man repentyd, & he, in his obstynacye, doth dwelle.
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VIRTUE prays God to repel the malice of the
devil, and take man into grace.

&0l comes forward, saying, that the supplications
of all have reached him.

TruTH tells God he will not leave him—reminds
God that he promised, when Adam sinned, ¢ that he
shulde deye & go to helle’— that to restore him is
impossible, and prays that he be tormented for ever.

MERcy intercedes to God for compassion, sayss
that all heaven and earth cry for mercy, and calls the
devil ¢ a helle hownde.’

JUSTICE marvels what moves MERCY so much j and
assigns a good reason for man’s eternal punish-
ment,

That man having offended God, who is endless,
Therefore, his endles punchement may nevyr sees;
Also, he forsoke his maker, that made hym of clay,
And the devyl to his mayst’ he ches,
Shulde he be savyd ? nay! nay! nay!

MERCcY says, that there is too much vengeance in
Justice—that the ‘frelnesse’ of mankind should be
considered—and that the mercy of God is without
end.

PEACE exhorts them not to quarrel, and says that
she approves Mercy’s supplication—

for, yff mannys sowle shulde abyde in heile,

Be twen god & man euyr shulde be dyvysyon,
And than might not I, pes, dwelle,

She proposes to refer the whole to God, to which

-
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the others assent, and FFiliug (Gop THE SoN) enter-
ing, PEACE says,

Her is God! now her’ is vnyte;
Hefne and erth is plesyd with pes.

Gop THE SoN is is inclined to PEAce. He says that

If Adam had not deyd, peryschyd had ryghtwysnes;
And also, trewth had be’ lost ther by :

Giff another deth come not, mercy shulde perysch,
Than pes wer’ exyled ffynyaly ;

So tweyn dethis must be, yow fowr to cherysch.

€ But he that shall deye, ye must knawe,

That, in hym, may be non iniquyte,

That helle may holde hym be no lawe,
But, that he may pas, at hese lyberte,

Ower swyche, on his p'vyde, & se;
And hese deth, for mannys deth, schal be redemp’con.

All hefne, & erthe, seke now ye:
Plesyth it yow this con’clusyon ?

Veritas.—1I trowth, hane sowte the erthe, with out & with iune,

&, in sothe, there kan non be fownde,

That is of o day byrth, with owt synne;
Nor to that deth, wole be bownde.

M’i’a.—1, mercy, have ronne the hevynly regyon rownde,
And ther is non of that charyte,
That, flor man, wole suffre a deadly wounde ;
So I can not wete how, this schal be.
Justicia.—Sur'; T can fynde non sufficyent ;
ffor servauntys vn profytable we be, ech on;
He love nedyth to be ful ardent,
That, for man, to helle wolde gon.

Paxr.—That God may is non but on;
Therfor, this, is be hys a vyse;

-
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He that gaff this co’nsell, lete Liy’ geve the comforte a lon,
For the conclusyon, in hym, of all these lyse.
FFtltug.—1It peyneth me, that man I mad,
That is to seyn, peyne I must suffre for.
A coungel of the trinite, must be had,
Whiche of us shal man restor’.
Pater,—In your wysdam, son, man was mad thor,
And in wysdam was his temptac’on,
Therfor, sone, sapyens ye must ordeyn her’ for’,
& se how, of man, may be salvac’on,

FFil{ug,—ffadyr; he, that schal do this, must be both God & man;
Lete me se how I may wer' that wede;
And syth, in my wysdam, he began,
I am redy to do this dede.
&p’us g’c’us.—I, the holy gost, of you tweyn, do p'cede;
This charge I wole take on me:
1, love, to your lover, schal you ledes;
This is the assent of our unyte.
Mia.—Now is the loveday mad, of us fowr, fynia’ly:
Now may we leve in pes, as we wer wonte.
Misericordia & veritas obvianeruat sibi

Justicia & pax osculate sunt
& hic osculabunt pariter omnes.)

Gop THE FATHER directs the Angel GABRIEL to
go to MARY at Joseph’s, in Galilee; and GoD THE
SoN instructs Gabriel to .

Say that she is with owte wo, & ful of grace,
And that I, the son of the godhed, of her schal be bor’
Hyge the, thou wer” ther’ a pace,
elleys we schal be ther, the be for’,
I haue so gret hast, to be man thor’,
In that mekest & purest virgyne,
Sey her, she shal restor,
Of yow Aungellys, the greet knyne.
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Gopo THE HoLy GHOST, adis,

€ And, if she aske the howe it myth be,
lette her, I, the holy gost, schal werke at this;

Sche schal be savyd thorwe our unyte.
In tokyn, her bareyn cosyn Elyzabeth, is
Qwyk with child in her’ grett age, I wys;
Sey her, to vs, is no thynge impossyble,
Her’ body schal be so ful fylt, with blys,
That she schal sone thynke this sownde credyble.

GABRIEL departs.
with this salutation :

He then appears to the Virgin,

Heyl !—flul of grace, God is with the!
Amonge all women blyssyd art th'u !
Her’ this name Eva, is turnyd Aue,
That is to say, with owte sorwe ar ye now !
4 Thow sorwe, in yow, hath no place,
Yet of joy lady ye nede more;
Therefore I adde, and sey, ful of grece,
ffor so ful of grace was nevyr non bore;
Yet who hath grace he needeth kepyng sor’,
Therfor’ I sey God is with the,
Which schal kepe yow endlesly thor’;
So amonge all women blyssyd are ye !*

Mary says she is troubled at the greeting with

¢ grett shamfastnes.’f

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

* MARry, vii,—3. Hail, Mary!
Virgin of the Lord most accoptable !
OhV rgin full of grace! The Lord is
with you, you are blessed above all
women, you are blessed above all
men, that have been hitherto born.

1 4. Butthe Virgin, who had be-
fore been well acquainted with the
countenancesof angels, and to whom
such light from heaven was no un-

common thing,

5. Was neither terrified with the
vision of the angel, nor astonished
at the greatness of the light, but
only troubled about the angel’s
words ;

6. And began to consider what so
extraordinary a salutation should
mean, what it did portend, or what
sort of end it would have,
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Gabryel.—Mary, in this, take ye no drede,
For at God, grace fownde hane ye ;
Ye schal conceyve, in yo’ wombe, in dede,
A childe, the sone of the trynyte;
His name, of yow, Jh’u clepyd schal be ; (*)
He schal be grett, the son of the hyest, clepyd of kende

&, of his ffadyr, davyd, the lord schel geve by’ the se,
Reynyng i’ the hous of Jacob, of which regne scha. %

n’ende. ()

Maria.

a

]

Aungel , I sey to yow,

In what maner of wyse schal this be P

ffor know’ng of man I haue non now;

I haue evyr mor kept, & schal, my virginyte ;
I dowte not the wordys ye han seyd to me,
But, I aske howe it schal be do’? (1)
Gabryel.—The holy gost sehal com, fro above, to the;
& the vertu of hy’ hyest, schal schadu yu. (||)
He directs her to visit Elizabeth, her aged cousin,

who is in the ¢ sexte monyth of her passage.’
[Her the Aungel makyth a lytyl restynge, & Mary be-
holdyth hy', & the Aungel seyth,]

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

* MaRy, vii.—7. To this thought
the angel, divinely inspired, replies;

8. Fear not, Mary, as though [
intended any thing inconsistent
with your chastity in this saluta-
tion:

9. For you have found favour
with the Lord, because you made
virginity your choice.

10. Therefore while you are a
Virgin, you shall conceive without '

sin, and bring forth a son.

+ 11, e shall be great, because
he shall reign from sea to sea, and
from the rivers even to the ends of
the earth.

12. And he shall be called tho
Son of the Highest ; for he who is
born in a mean statc on earth,:

)
h

reignsin an exalted one in heaven.

13. And the Lord shall give him
the throne of his father David, and
he shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there shall be no end.

() 15. To this discourse of tbe
angel the Virgin replied, not, as
though she were unbelieving, but
willing to know the manner of it :

16. She said, How can that be ?
For seeing, according to my vow, T
never have known any man, how
can I bear a child ?

() 19. The Holy Ghost shall
come upon you, and the power of
the Most fligh shall overshadow
you.
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The Holy Ghost
Abydyth thin answer, and thin assent,
Thor’ we wyse werke of dyvinyte,

the secunde p’sone, verament,
Js mad man, by fraternyte

With inoe thi self, in place present.

He acquaints her that ¢all the Dlyssyd spyrytys,
all the gode levers, the chosyn sowlys that ar in helle

& byde Jesu.’

Thin answer desyr to her;
And thin assent to the incarnac’on :—
Gyff me my’ answer’, now, lady der’?
Maria.—With all mekenes I ’clyne, to this a corde;
Bowynge down my face; with all benyngnte.
Se her, the hand mayden of our lorde,
Aftyr thi worde be it don to me. (*)
Gabryel—Gramercy ! my lady ffre;
Gramercy ! of yo’ aunswer on hyght ;
Gramercy ! of yo'r grett humylyte ;
Gramercy! the’, lanterne of Iyght!

[Her’ the holy gost discendit, with uj. bemys, to o' lady ;
the sone of the godhed, nest, with wuj. bemys, io the holy
gost; the ffadyr, godly, with uj bemys, lo the sone; And
so entre, al thre, to her bosom ; § Mary scyth,]

A! now I fele, in my body be,
Parfyte god, & parfyte man ;

Havyng ol schapp of chyldly carnalyte :—
Evyn, all at onys, thus God be gan!

[ Pussage paralleled ; from the Apoc. N Test.]

(*) MARY, vii.—21. Then Mary | Behold the handmaid of the
stretciing forth her hands, and | Lord! Let it be unto mc acco:d-
lifting h r eyes to heaven, said, | ing to thy word.
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€ Nott takynge fiyrst o membyr, & Sythe a nother,

But parfyte childhood ye have a non;

Of your hand mayden, now, ye have made your modyr,
With owte peyne in flesche & bon !

Thus conceyved nevyr woman non,
That ever was beynge in this 1yff;

O my’ hyest fladyr, in your tron,
It is worthy your son, now my son, have a prlogatyff!

€ 1 cannot telle what joy, what blysse,

Now I fele in my body.

Aungel Gabryel, I thank you for thys;
Most mekely recomende me to my faders mercy.

To haue be’ the modyr of God, flul lytyl wend I,
Now, my’ cosyn Elyzabeth ffayn wold T se,

How sche hath couseyvid, as ye dede specyfy.
Now, blyssyd be the hyg trynyte !

Gabryel.—Far’ weyl turtyl; Goddys dowter der’:

Far’ wel Goddys modyr; I the honowr:

Far’ wel Goddys sustyr, and his pleynge fer’;
Far’ wel Goddys chawmer, & his bowr!

MARY returns Gabriel’s farewell, and says,

I undyrstande, by inspyrac’on’,
That ye knowe, by synguler p’uylage,
Most of my son’ys Incarnac’on’:

I p’y you take it in to vsage,
Be a custom’ ocupac’on,

To vesyte me, ofte, be mene passage;
Your p’sence is my comfortac’on.

GABRIEL courteously accepts the invitation, com-
mends himself to ¢the trone of the trinyte,” and
ascends to ¢ hefne,” with an Ave :—

AvE Marms! gr'a plena ).
. Ang’li cantando i:la sequentia.
dus tecw’ uy'gr sesera

7
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MYSTERY V.

IN COTTON MS, PAGEANT X)I.

JOSEPH’S JEALOUSY.

* Josep/L.—How dame, how! vndo your dor’! vndo!
Ar ye at hom ? why speke ye notht ?
Susanna.— Who is ther ? why cry ye so ?
Telle us your herand ? wyl ye ought?
Joseph.—Vn do your dor! I sey you to,
flor to eom in is al my thought
Maria.—It is my spowse, that spekyth us to,
On do the dor, his wyl were wrought.
€1 Well come hom, m’y husbond der!
How have you ferd, in fer co’ntre ?
Joseph —To gete our levynge, with owtyn dwer’,
1 have sor’ laboryd, flor the & me.+
Maria.—Husbond, ryght gracyously, now come be ye;
It solacyth me sor’, sothly, to see yow in syth.

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

months since she was betrothed to
him.

$+ PROTEVANGELION, x.—1. Jo-
seph returned from his building
houses abroad, which was his trade.

* Mary, viii.—1. Joseph therefore
went from Judeea to Galilee, with
intention to marry the Virgin who
was betrothed to him ;

2. For it was now near three
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Joseph.—Me merveylyth, wyff'! surely your face I can not se,
But as the sonne with his bemys in ’he is most bryth.

Maria.—9 Husbond, it is, as it plesyth our lord, that grace of by’
grew.
Who that evyr beholdyth me, veryly,
They schal be grettly steryd to vertu ;
ffor this gyfte, and many moo, good old gramercy !

Joseph.—How hast thou ferde, jentyl mayde,
Whyl I have be’ out of londe ?

Maria.—Sekyr, ser; beth nowth dysmayde,
Bythk afltyr the wyl of goddys sonde.

Joseph.—That semyth evyl, I am afrayd ;
Thi wombe to hyge doth stonde ; (*)
J drede me sor’ I om be trayd,
S'n other man the had in honde,
Hens, sythe, that T went: (1)
Thy wombe is gret, it gynnyth to ryse,
Than has thou be gownne a syofuli gyse,
Thy self thou art thus schent.
€[ Now, dame, what thinge menyth this ¥
With childe thou gynnyst ryth gret to gon ;
Sey me, Mary, this childys fadyr ho is ?
I p’y the telle me, and that anon ?

Maria.—The fadyr of hevyn, & se, it is,
Other fadyr hath he von:
I dede nevyr forfete with man, I wys,
Wherefor’, I p'y yow, amende yo’ mon,
This childe is goddys, and your’.

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(*) Mary, viil.—At length it | talking familiarly with her, he per-
plainly appeared she waswith child, | ceived her to be with child.
and it could not be hid from Joseph: (1) 5. And thereupon began to be
4. For going to the Virgin in a | uneasy and doubtful, not knowing
freo manner, as one espoused, and | what course it would be best to take.
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Joseph.— Goddys childe! thou lyist, in fay’!

God dede nevyr rape so with n;ay'.

* * * *

But yit I say, Mary, whoos childe is this ?
Maria.—Goddys and your’, I sey, I wys.
Joseph.—Ya, ya! all olde men, to me take tent,

& weddyth no wyfl, in no kynnys wyse,

That is a yonge wench, be m’y a sent,

For doute & drede & swych servyse.

Alas! Alas! my name is shent;

All men may me now dyspyse,
& seyn old cokwold !

* * * *

Alas, and welaway !
Alas, dame ! why dedyst thou so ?
For this synne, that thou hast do,
1 the for sake, and from the go,
For onys evyr, & dy.
iaria.—Alas gode spowse! why sey ye thus ?
Alas der’ hosbund a mende yo’ mod!
It is no man, but swete Jhus,
He wyll be clad in flesch and blood,
And of yo’ wyff be born,

Saphor.—For sothe the A’ngel thus sey dh ,
That goddys sone, in trynite,
For mannys sake, a man wolde be,
To save that is for lorn.
Joseph.— An A’ngel ! alas, alas! fy for schame
Ye syn now, in that yeto say ;
To puttyn an A’ngel in so gret blame.
Alas, alas! let be do way;
It was s'n boy began this game,
That clothyd was clene and gay,
& ye geve hym now an A’ngel name.
Alas, alas! and welaway,
That evyr this game be tydde !
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A dame! what thought haddyst theu
Her may all men this proverbe trow,
That many a man doth bete the bow,
Another man hath the brydde.
Maria.—A gracyous God! in hefne trone!
Comforte my spowse in this hard cas;
Mercyful god, a mend his mone,
As I dede nevyr so gret trespas.
Joseph.—Lo, Lo, sers! what told I yow,
That it was not for my prow,
A wyff to take me to,
An that is wel sene now ;
For Mary, I make god a vow,
Is grett with childe, lo?
Alas, why is it so?
To the busshop I wole it telle,
That he the lawe may here do,
With stonys her to qwelle.
€ Nay, nay, yet God forbede !
That I should do that ve’geabyl dede.
But if I wyst, wel away!
I knew nev’ with her, so God me spede,
To ky’ of thynge, i’ word nor dede,
That towchyd velany.
Nevyr the less what for thy,
Thow she be meke & mylde,
With owth mannys company,
She myght not be with childe.
9 But I ensur’ my’ was it nevyr;
Thow yet she hath not done her devyr,
Rather than I shuld pleyny’ opynly.
Certeynly, yett, had I levyr,
For sake the co’ntr’, ffor evyr,
& nevyr come i’ her’ co’pan 7.

For, & men knew this velany,
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In reproff thei wolde me holde,
And yett many bettyr than I,
Ya! hath ben made cokolde.
% Now, alas! whedyr schal I gone ?
I wot nevyr whedyr, nor to what place;
For oftyn tyme sor'we comyth sone,
& longe it is or it pace.
No comfort may I have her,
I wys wyff thou dedyst me wronge,
Alas I taryed fro’ the to longe,
All men have pety enime amonge,
For to my sor'we is no cher.(*)
Maria~-God! that in my body art sesyd,
Thou knowist my husbond is dysplesyd,
To se me 1’ this plight ;
For unknowlage he is desesyd,
& therfor help that he wer’ esyd,
That he myght knowe the ful p'f* yght ;
TFor I hame levyr abyde respyt,
To kepe thi sone inp'uite,
Graunted by the holy spyryt,
Than that it shoulde be opyn'd by me.

Gobp appears and instructs an Angel to desire Jo-

seph will abide with Mary, she being pregnant by
God himself.

Angelus.—(*)Joseph ! Joseph! thou wepyst shyrle,
Fro' thi wyff why comyst thou owte ?

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(a) Mary, viii.—6. For being a just | to put an end to their agreement, and
man, he was not willing to expose her, | as privately to send her away.
nor defame her by the suspicion of be- (v) 8. But while he was meditating
ing a whore, since he was a pious man. | these things, behold the angel of the
7 e purposed therefore privately | Lord appeared to him.
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Joseph.—Good ser ! lete me wepe my fiylle ;
Go forthe that wey, & lett me nowght,

Tue ANGEL requests him to retnrn and cheer her—

Sche is a ful clene m
I tolle ye God wyl of her be born,
And sche clene mayd as she was be forn,
To save mankynd that is for lcrn;

Go cher’ her, ther’for’, I say.

Joseph.~—A, lord god ! benedicite !
Of thi gret comforte I thank the,
That thou sent me this space ;
I myght wel a wyst pardé,
So good a creatur’ as sche,

Wold nevyr a don’ trespace,
* * * * * *

JoSEPH then returns to Mary, and under a feeling
of repentance and delight says,

Joseph.—Alas! for joy, I qwedyr & qwake!
Alas! what bap now was this ?
A mercy ! mercy! my jentyl make,
mercy ! T have seyd al a mys;
Ali that T have seyd ber’ I for s ke,
Your swete fete now let me kys.

Maria.—Nay lett be; my fete not thou’ them take ;
My mowth ye may kys, T wys,
& welcome on to me.
Joseph.—Gra’mercy ! my’ owyn swete wyff!
Gramercy ! myn hert ! my love ! my 1!
Schul I nevys mor’ mak suche stryff,
Be twyx me & the !

He tells her he is convinced :—

Had thou not be’ a vertuous wythe,
God wold not a be’ the’ with inne.
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JosePH assures MARY that hereafter he will serve
her, and worship the child; yet he expresses cu-
riosity—

& therfor’ tell me, & nothynge w'hou’de,
The hoty mat’er of your concep’ion.

MARY relates, that the Angel Gabriel greeted her,

and said,

God shulde be borne of my bode,
The ffendys powste ffor to ffelle,
Thor'we the Holy Gost, as I wel se :
Thus God, in me, wyl byde & dwelle.

JosepH expresses satisfaction, thanks God, is re-
conciled to MARY, and the performance concludes.
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MYSTERY VL

IN COTTON MS. PAGEANT X1

VISIT OF MARY TO ELIZABETH.

MARY discoursing with JosEPH, informs him that
Elizabeth is with Child, and proposes to visit her.

Joseph.—A ! godys sake! is she with childe? sche?
Then wole her husbond zakarye be mery ;

In Montana they dwelle, fer hens, so moty the
In the cety of Juda, I know it veryly,
It is hens, T trowe, myles two & fiyfty.

They prepare for the journey, and on setting off,
Mary urges Joseph to go fast, ¢ flar Tam schamfast of
the pepyl to be seyne.’

Joseph.—Amen, Amen, and evyr more,
"§ sic Cnsient eta plac’ea.]
Lo wyff! lo! how starkly I go hefor.

CoNTEMYLATION.
Sovercynes! Vndyrstand, that kyng davyd here
Ordeyned flour & twenty prestys, of grett devoc op,
In the temple of God. * * =*x *
And on’ was prvnts of prestys, havynge 4’aacy’on,
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Amonge which was an old prest, clepyd Zakarye,
& he had an old woman to his wyff; of holy conversac’on
Whiche hyth Elizabeth, that nevyr had childe, vervlye.

CONTEMULATION then states, that there has
been an annunciation by Gabriel to Zachary that his
wife should conceive, her consequent conception, and
Mary’s intended visit te her:

And of her’ tweyners metyng,
her gynnyth the proces ;—
Now god be our begynnynge,
&, of my tonge, I wole ses.
Joseph.—A ! A! wyfl; in feyth I am wery ;
therfore I wole sytt downe & rest me ryght lier’
Lo, wyff! her is the hous of Zakary,
Wole ye I'clepe Elizabeth to yow to aper?
Maria.—Nay, husbond, and it plese you, I shal go ner.
Now the blyssyd trynite be in this hous!
A'! cosyn Elizabeth! swete modyr! what cher?
Ye grow grett; A, my God! how ye be gracyous !*
Elizabeth.—A non, as I herd of yow this holy gretynge,
Mekest mayden, & the modyr of god, Mary,
Be yo’ breth, the holy gost vs was inspyrynge,
That the childe in my body enjoyd gretly,
And turnyd down, on his kues, to our god, reverently,
Whom ye ber’ in your body.+

They congratulate and bless cach other. Eliza

[ Passages paralieled ; from the Apoe. N, Test.]

(*) PrOTEVAN, ix.—19. Then Mary [ to me that the mother of my Lord
filled with joy, went away to her | should come unto me? i
cousin Elizabeth, and knocxked at the 21. Porlo! as soun as the voice of
dcor. l Lhy salutation reached my ears, that

() 2. Which when Elizabeth- heard | which i3 i1 me leaped and blessed
shie ran and 6penad to hier, and blessad | thee,
bher, and said, Whenee i3 this
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beth asks Mary what occasioned her visity to this
she answers,

Mary—Whan I sat, in my lytyl hous, on to God praynge,
Gabryel come, & seyde to me, Ave;
Ther I conceyvyd God, at my consentynge,
Parfvte god & p’fyte man, at onys beynge ;
Than the Aungel seyd on to me,
That it was sex monethys syn your conseyvynge,
This cawsyth my comynge cosyn, yow to co’fort & se.

ELiZABETH acquaints Mary of her own conceo-
tion after Gabriel’s salutation, and they sing Magn:
ficat, taking two lines alternately. It is given in the
Latin, and translated into English verse. DMary seys
this Psalm ought

to be seyn
Fuery day amonge us, at vur eve song.
But, cosyn Elyzabeth, I schal vou her’ kepe,
& this thre monethis abyde her’ row,
Tyl ye han childe, to wasche, sko'r, & swepe,
&, in all that I may, to comforte yow.

Elizabeth~—A ye! modyr of God! ye shewe us her’ how
We schulde be made, that wrecchis her be,

All hefne and herthe wurchepp yow now,
That ar’ trone & tabernakyl of the hyg trinite.

ZAacHARY remains speechless during this convei«
sation. Joseph salutes him.
Joseph.—A ! how do ye? how do ye, fladyr Zacharye P
We flalle fiast in age with owt oth :
Why shake ye so yo' hed ? hane ye the palsye P
Why speke yc not ser’ 2 I trowe ye ar’ not wroth
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Elizabeth.—Nay wys, fladyr Joseph, th’to ne wer’ ful loth;
It is the vesytac’on of God ; he may not speke, veryly ;
lete us thank god therfor both,
He schal remedy it whan it plesyth his mercy.

JoserH tells Mary they have far to go, and had
better return home. After mutual leave taking with
Zachary and Eliazbeth, they depart.

{Her Mary & Elizabet party,’ § Elizabeth goth to
Zakarie & seyth,)

Good husbond ryse up, I be scke yow, & go we the te’ple nof
fast, to worship, because god wyl be born.

Cotepla’on.—Lystenyth Sovereynys, her is a conclusyon

How the Ave was mad, her’ is lernyd vs;

The Aungel seyd, Ave g’ia plena d'us tecum,
benedicta tu in mulieribus.

Elyzabeth seyd, et benedictus
Jruitis ventris tui. Thus the ciuren added Maria, and

Jh us her.

Who seyth our ladyes sawter dayly, flor a yer thus,

He hath pardon ten thowsand & eyte hundryd yer.

CONTEMPLACION continues — relates that Mary
abode with Elizabeth during three months, till John
was born, and that then Zachary and Elizabeth ¢ pro-
phecyed,’

They made Benedictus them oeforn,
& so Magnificat and Benedictus
flyrst, in that place thei made worn.
whan all was don, our lady fre
Toke her’ leve, than after this
At Elizabeth, and at Zakarie,
And kyssyd John, and gau hy’ blys
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Now, most mekely we thank you of yowr pacyens,
& beseke yow, of your good supportac’on,
If her’ hath he seyd, er do’ any i’co’uenyens,
We assygne it, to yowr good deliberac’on ;
Be sek’yn’ge, to crysts p’c’ous passyon,
Co’serue & rewarde yowr hedyr comy’ge,
With Ave we be gun’e, & Ave is our co’clusyon
Ave Regia celor to our lady we synge.

The Play concludes and ushers in the succeeding
Pageant by the following sprightly address, which as
a specimen of the language held by the Performers to
their audiences is curious. In the last verse but one,
there is a pretty clear intimation that the goodness of
the playing was according to the liberality of the

pay.

¥ A voyd sers! And lete my lorde the buschop come,
And syt in the courte, the lawes for to doo;
And I schal gon in this place, them for to somowne,

The that ben in my book, the court ye must com too,

& I warne yow her’, all a bowte,
That I somown you, all the rowte,
Loke ye fayl, for no dowte,
At the court to ¢ per’.

Both John Jurdon’, & Gefrey Gyle,
Malkyn Mylkedoke, and fayr Mabyle,
8tevyn Sturdy, & Jak at the style,

& Sawdyr Sadeler.
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4 Thom Tyunker’, & Betrys belle,
Pevrs Potter, & Whatt at the wellg,
Symme Smalfeyth, & Kate Kelle,

& Bertylmew the bocke:

Kytt cakeler, & Colett crane,
Gylle fetyse, & fayr Jane,
Powle pewter’, & P'nel prane,

& Phelypp the good fleccher

€ Cok crane, & Davy drydust,
Luce Lycr, & Letyce Iytyl trust,
Miles the miller, and colle crake crus ,
Bothe bette the baker, & Robyn Rade

And loke ye rynge wele in yowr purs,
Tor ellys yowr cawse may spede the wurs,
Thow that ye slynge goddys curs,

Lvy' at my’ hede,

€ Bothe Bontyng the browster’, & Sybyly Slynge,
Megge Mery wedyr, & Sabyn Sprynge,
Tyflany Twynkeler, flayle for no thynge
flast co” A way,

The courte schal be this day



MYSTERY VIIL

IN COTTON MS., PAGEANT XiV,

THE TRIAL OF MARY AND JOSEPH,

14 - . .
Two SLANDERERS introduce the simple story of
this performance.

Pyim. Detractor.—A ! A serys, God save yow alf
Ier’ i a sayr pepyl, in good fay.

¥ % kX ¥ X ¥

To reyse blawdyr is all my lay,
Bakbyter is my brother of blood.
€ Dede he ought come hedyr in al this day ;
Now wolde God that he wer her’,
&, be my trewth, I dar’ wel say,
That if we tweyn, to gedyr aper’,
Mor slawndyr we to schal a rer’,
With in an howr’, thorwe outh this town,
Than evyr ther was this thowsand yer,
& ellys 1 shrewe you bothe vp & down.

€ Now, be my trewth, I have a syght,
Euyn of my brother, lo wher he is :—
Welcom, der brother! my trowth I plyght
Youwr jentyl mowth let me now kys.
S'e’dus Det'ctor—Gramercy ! brother, so have T blys;

I am ful glv] we met this day,
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18¢ Detractor.—Ryght so am I, brother, I wys,
moch gladder than I kan say,
9 But yitt, good brother, I yow pray,
Telle, all these pepyl, what is yo’ name :
Tor yf thei knew it, my lyf I lay,
They wole yow wurchep, & spek gret fame.
2d Detractor.—I am bakbyter, that spyllyth all game,
Both hyd and knowyn, in many a place.
Ist Detractor.—Be my trowth, I seyd the same;
& yet sum seyden thou shulde have evyl grace.
2d Detractor—9 Herk! reyse sclaundyr: canst thou owth telle
of any newe thynge that wrought was late?
1st Detractor.—With in a shorte whyle a thynge befeile
I trowe thou wylt lawhg ryghtt wel ther ate,
ffor, be trowth, ryght mekyl hate,
If it wyst, therof wyl growe.
2d Detractor—If I may reyse ther with debate,
I schal not spar’ the seyd to sowe,
1s¢ Detractor.—Syr, in the tempyl, a mayd ther was,
Calde mayd Mary; the trewth to tell,
Sche seruyd so holy, with izne that plas,
men, sevd sche was fedde with holy A’ngell;
Sche made a vow with man nevyr to melle,
But to leve chaste, and clene virgine,
IHow evyr it be, her wombe doth swelle,
& is as gret as thyne or myne.

They discourse for some time upon this news very
wittily, but in terms not befitting modern refinement-

The Bishop, ¢ ABIZACHAR,” enters, “:th twe
Doctors of Law. They listen to part of the slander,
and at last the Bishop says, ¢ Herke ye felawys,” an?
inquires why they defame the virgin’s character—

I charge yow scs of your fals cry,
ffor sche is sybbe of mx» owyn blood.
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2d Detractor.—€j Syb of thi kyn thow that she be
All gret with chyld her wombe doth swelle:
Do calle her hedyr, thi sanlf schal se,
That it is trewthe that 1 thee telle.
Ist Detractor.—Ser, for yowr sake, I schal kepe cowneetle,
Yow for to greve T am ryght loth,
But list, syrs, lyst, what seyeth the belle ?
Our fayr mayd now gret with childe goth.
Priac. Doct. log.— 9 Make good heed, sers, what ye doth say,
A vyse yow wele what ye p’sent,
Gyf this be fownde fals, anothyr day
fful sor’ ye schal yowr tale repent.
2d Detractor.—Ser, the mayd, forsothe, is good, & gent,
Both comely, & gay, & a fayr wench;
And, feetly, with help, sche can consent,
To set a cokewolde on the hye benche.
Ep’us.—This ev’y’ talys my hert doth greve,
Of hir’ to her’ suc’h fowle dalyawnce,
If she be fowndyn in such repreve,
She schal sore rewe her governawns.
9 Sym Somnor’, in hast wend thou thi way,
Byd Joseph, and his wrff, be name,
At the coorte to apper this day,
Her’ hem to pourge of her defame ;
Scy tnat I her’ of hem grett schame,
& that doth me gret hevynes,
If thei be clene, with owtyn blame,
byd hem come hedyr, & shewe wyit nes.
Den.—9q] All redy ser I schal hem calle,
Her at 3o’ courte for to apper,
And, yfI may hem mete with all,
I Lope ryght sone thei schal ben licr.
A wey, sers lete me com ner’;
A man of wurchep her’ comyth to pugae.
Of curtesy, m2 semyth, ye be to ler’,
Do of yo hodys, with az evyl grace
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47 Dc me su’ wurchep be for my face,
or, be my trowth, I schal yow make
If that I rolle yow up in my race,
flor fer I schal do yowr limbs quake,
But yit su’ mede, & ye me take,
1 wyl with drawe my gret rough tc(a.
Gold, or sylvyr, I wyl not for sake,
But evyn as all somnors doth.
€ A, Joseph ! good day, with thi flayr spowse
my lorde, the buschop, hath for yow sent;
It is hym tolde that in thi’ house
A cuckolde is——
Maria.—9q Of God, in hevyn, I take wyttnes,
That synful werk was nevyr my thought,
I am a mayd yit, of pur’ clennes,
Lyke as I was in to this werd brought.
en.— Othyr wyttnes shal non be sought ;
Thou art with childe, eche man may se}
I charge yow bothe ye tary nought,
Bat, to the buschop, com forth, with me,
Iyseph.—To the buschop, with yow, we wende;
Of cur purgac’on hawe we no dowth.
Jluric.—Almyghty God shal be our {rende,
Whan the trewthe is tryed owtlh.
Den.—Hal on this wyse, excusyth her’, every scowlo,
Whan her owyn synne hem doth defame ;
But lowly therin thei gyn to lowth,
Whan thei he gylty, & fowndyn in blame.
Therfore comt forth cckewolde.——

TueE Som’NOR upbraids them further, and bringe
them before the Bishop, whom he thus o hdresses:

3y lord, the buschep; her’ haue I brenght
This goodly copyl, at yo' byddyng;

&, as me semy:n, as be her’, {raught
flayr chylde, lullay, sone must she syng.
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T

1s¢ Detractor.—To her a credyl & ye wolds brynge,
Ye myght saue mony in her purse,
be cawse she is your cosyn, (young) thynge,
I pray yow, ser, lete her nevyr far the wers.

Ep'us—9] Alas, Mary, what hast thou wrought P*
I am a schamyd evyn for thi sake
®* x = ¥
Tell. me who hath wrought this wranke,
How hast thou lost thi holy name ?
Maria.—9 My name, 1 hope, is saff and sowndr,
God to wyttnes I am a mayd.
¥ % o #
Of fllesehly lust lust & gostly wownde
In dede nor thought I nevyr asayd.+
2d Doct leg.—Herke thou, Joseph ; I am afrayd
That thou has wrought this opyn synne ;1
This woman thou hast thus be trayd,
With gret flaterynge, or su’ fals gynne.
* %k x» %
2d Delfractor—Now, be my trowth, ye hytte the pynne,
With that purpose in feyth T holde,
Tell now how thon thus hir dudyst wynne,
Or knowlych thi self ffor a cockewold ?
Joseph.—Sche is, for me; a trewe clene mayde,
And I, for hir,am clene also;
Of feschly synne 1 nevy’ asayde,
Sythyn that sch’ was weddyd me to.§

(Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

(*) PROTEVAN. xi.—8, Both she and seeing T hnow no man.
Joseph were brought to their trial; (3) 12. Then the pricst said o
and tho priest said wnto her, Mary, | Josepl, Why hast thou d ne tiis?
what hast thou done? (§) 13. And Joseph answered, as the
(1) 11. To which with a flood cff Lord my God tiveth, T have not beey
tears she answercd, As the Lord m {concerned with her,
God Kveth, I am innocent in his sizht.
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Ep us —Thou schalt not schape from vs, yitt so,
fyrst thou shalte tellyn us a nother lay,
Streyt to the awter thou shalt go,
The drynge of vengeawns ther to a say.
4 Her is the hotel of Goddys vengeauns ;*
This drynk shall be now thi purgac’on
This hath suche vertn, by Goddys ordenaung,
That what man drynk of this potac’on,
And goth (straightway) in p’cessyon,
Her’ in this place this awter aboweth,
If he be gylty, sum maculacion,
Pleyn in his face, schal shewe it owth,
[kic Joseph bibit & sap’cies ecuiuit allar’ dice's.)
Joseph.—This drynk I take, with mcke entent,
As I am gyltles, to God I pray ;

Lord! as thou art omnypotente,
On me then shewe the trowth this day.

{modo bibit.]
About this awter I take the way ;
O gracious God help thi scrvaunt,
As, I am gyltles, a gen you may ;
Thi hand of mercy, this tyme, me graunt.

Den.—This old shrewe may not wele gon,
Long he taryeth to go a bowth ;
Iyft up thi feet, sct forth thi tom,
or, be my trewth, thou getyst a clowte.

Joseph is sorely upbraided and tuunted, by the
Sow nor apd the Slanderers, whilst he paces round

the actar.

| Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

*) PROTEVAN. xi.—17. But Le wept , i
bil(ta x)-!_\', and the priest added, I will [ your iniquity shall be laid oocu be

cause you both to drink the water of ! fore you.

the Lord, which is for trial, and se
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sepie.—A, gracyous God ! help me this tyae,
Ageyn this pepyl, that doth me defame,
As I nevyr more dede towche her syde,
This day help me, fro werdly schame;
Abowte this awter to kepe my fame.
€4l vij. tymes I haue gon rownd abowte,
If I be wurthy to suffyr blame,
O, rightiu! god ! my synne shewe owughte.
Ep'us.—Joseph ; with herte. thank god, thi lorde,
Whos hey' mercy doth the excuse;
fTor thi purgac’on we schal recorde,
With hyr, of synne, thou dedyst nev’ muse;
But, Mary, thi self mayst not refuse,
All grett with chylde we se the stonde ;
What mystyz man dede the mys vse ?
Why hast thou synnyd A geyn thi husbonde #
Maria.—1I trespacyd nevyr, with erthely wyght,
Therof I hope, th’owe goddys sonde,
Her to be purgyd, be for yo’ syght,
Trom ail synne clenne, lyke as my’ husbondo ;
Take me the botel, out of yowr honde ;
Her schal T drynke, beforn yowr face,
A bowth this awter than schal I fonde
vij tymes to go, by godys grace.
* * * * *
2d Doct. leg.—9 With goddys hyg myght loke thou not iaps,
Of thi purgac’on wel the a vyse,
Yf thou be gylty thou mayst not schape,
be war evyr of god that ryghtful justyce.
i God with vengeauns set on the his syse,
Not only thou, but all thi kyn is schamyd
Bettyr it is to telle the trewth devyse,
Than Ged for to greve, and of hym be gramya.

MARy drinks of the water of vengeance, and walks
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arourd the altar, saying a prayer to God, which she
oncludes thus:
.Gabryel me, with wordys, he be forn,
That ye, of your goodnes, would become my chylde ;
Help now of your hyg-ness, my wurchep be not lorn,
A der’ soue! 1 p’y yow, help yo' modyr mylde.
MARY receives no barm from the potation, and the
High Priest, in astonishment, declares; that

Sche is elene mayde, both modyr and wyff!

The Slanderers suspecting some deceit, express dis-
gatisfaction.
ls¢ Detractor.~—~Be my fadyr sowle, her’ is gret gyle;
be cause she is syb of yowr kynrecd,
The drynk is chaungyd, by su’ fals wyle,
That sche no shame shulde haue this steed.

The High Priest orders the Slanderer to drink of
the same cup.

Ist Detractor.—Syr, in good feyth, o draught I pulle,

If these to drinkers have not ail spent,

He instantly becomes frantic from the draught ; the
Bishop and all present ask pardon of Mary for their
suspicion and detraction, which she grantsj she and
Joseph congratulatc each other; and the piece con-
cludes.



MYSTERY VIII.

IN COTTON M3, PAGEANT 2V,

THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH, AND THE
- MIDWIVES,

A o e
Tue Play commences by Joseph acquainting Mary
that Octavian having demanded tribute to be ¢ eryed in
every bourgh & cety be name,” he must ¢ sekyrnedys
in ¢ Bedleem’ by labor. (*) Mary says she wil gu
with him, where she may perhaps find some of he:
kin.

Joseph.—My spowse ye be with childe; I fer yow to kary ;
Tor, me semyth, it wer’” werkys wylde :
But yow to plese, ryght fayn wold I;
Yitt women ben ethe to greve, whan thel be with childe.
Now lait us forth wend, as fast as we may,
& al myghty God spede us, in our jurnay.

MARry, while they are travelling, espies a tree. and
inquires of Joseph,
A my swete husbond! wolde ye telle to me,
What tre is yon, standing vpon yon hylle ?
Toseph.—For snthe Mary it is clepyd a chery tre;

In tyme of yer, ye myght flede yow theron yowr fylle

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N, Test.]
(*) PROTEVAN. xii.—1. Andit came | the Jews should be taxed, who wero
to puss, that thcre went forth a decree | of Bethelehem,in Judara,
from the Em: peror Augustus, that all
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Mayia.—Turn a geyn, husbond, & be holde you tra,
How that it tlomyght, now so swetlyg.
Joseph.— Cum on Mary, that we wern at yon Cyte,

or ellys we may be blamyd, I telle yow lythly.
JMaria.—9[ Now my spowse, I pray yow to be hold
How the cheryes growyn vpon yon tre ;
flor to have them, of ryght, ffayn I wold,
& it plesyd yow to labor’ so mec’h for me.

oceph.—9] Yo’ desyr to flulfyle I schall assay sekyrly :—

Ow ! to plucke yow of these cheries, it is a werk wylde |
flor the tre is so hy’, it wol not be lyghtly

Y’ for lete hy’ pluk yow cheryes, be gatt yow with chiide,

Maria.—9] Now gocd lord, I pray the, graunt me this boun,
to haue of these cheries, & it be yo’ wylle;
now, I thank it god, yis tre bowyth to me down,
I may now gader’y a nowe, & etyn my fiyile.

JOsEPH perceives, by the bowing down of the tree,
that in speaking thus reproachfully to the Virgin, he
has offended ¢god 7 trinyte,” and he humbles himself.
Meceting ¢ Iimes,’ a citizen of Bethelehem, they are in-
formed the city is full, on account of the persons
resorting to pay tribute. DMary says,

Yonder 1s an hous of haras, that stant be the wey,
Amonge the bestys, herberyd may ye be.
* * * %
Maria.—In this por’ Jogge my chawmer I taks,
her for to A byde the blyssyd byrth
of bym, that all thi¢ werd dude make :—
be twyn my’ sydys I fele be styrth,

Josern accordingly brings her in.  Mary requires
him to depart, and Le does so, telling ler he will



69
“scke s’ mydwyvys’ He meets two, whose help he
desires for Mary, which they promise.
Salomee.—My name is Salomce, all men me knowe,
ffor 2 mydwyff of wurthy fame ;
Whan women travayl grace doth growe,
There as I come I had nevyr shame.
Zelomye—And I am Zelomye, men knowe my name,
We tweyn, with the, wyl go to gedyr,
& help thy wyff, fro hurt & grame,
Com forth, Joseph, go we streyth thedyr.

Tue Mipwives, being alarmed 4t a great light
within, decline entering. Joseph returns; inquires of
Mary how she fares, and tells her the midwives are
without, ¢ & dar not come in for lyght that they se)*

[hic Maria subridendo dicat maria.}
Maria.—The myght of the godhede, in his Mageste
wyl not be hyd now, at this whyle,
The ehylde that is born wyl p’ue his modyr fre,
A very clene mayde, & th'r for I smyle.
Joseph.—Why do ye lawghe, wyff, ye be to blame ;
I pray yow, spowse, do no mor so;
In happ, the mydwyuys wyl take it to grame,
&, at yo nede, helpe wele non do ;
Iff ye haue nede of mydwyuys, lo,
Pauentur, thei wyl gon hens,
Yr for be sad, and ye may so,
And wynnyth all the mydwyuis good diligens.

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

PROTEVAN. xiv.—9. And the
midwife went along with him, aud
stood in the cave.

10. Then a bright clowd over-
shadowed the cave, and the midwife
said, This day my soul is magnified,
for mine eyes have seen surprising
things, and salvation is brought forth
to Israel.

11. But on a sudden the cloud be-
came a great light in the cave, so that

their eves could not bear it.

12. But the light gradually decrcas-
ed,until the infant appeared,and suck-
ed the breast of his mother Mary.

13. Then the midwife cricd out, and
said, How gloriousa day is this, where-
in mine eyes have seen this extraor-
dinary sight!

14. And the midwife went out from
the cave, and Salume met her,

10
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Maria—Husbond, I p'y yow, dysplese yow nowth,
You that I lawghe and gret joye haue; '
Her’ is the chylde, this worde hath wrought,
born now of me, that all thynge schal saue.
Joseph.—I aske yow grace, for T dyde raue.
O gracyous childe ! I aske mercy;
As thou art lord, & I but knaue,
ffor geue me now, my gret toly,
9 Alas, mydwyuis ! what haue I seyd ?
I pray yow com to us mor’ner’,
ffor her’ I fynde my wyff a mayd,
&, in her arme, a chylde hath her’.
bothe mayd & modyr sclt’ is, in fer
That gode wole haue, may nevyr mor’ fayley
Modyr an erth was nevyr non cler,
With owth sche had, in byrth, travayle.
Zelomy.—9[ In byrth, travayle must sche nedys hause
Or ellys no chylde of her’ is born,
Joseph.—1 pray yow, dame, & ye vow’ch sa'ue,
com se the chylde, my wifl'beforn.
Salome,— 9 Grete god be in this place !
wete systyr, how far ye ?
Maria.—1I thank the fadyr, of his hyg grace,
His owyn son, & my chylde, her’ ye may g6,
Zelomy.—9 All heyl Mary ! & ryght good morn!
Who was mydwyfe of this flayr chylde ?
Maria,—he, that no thynge wyl leaue for lorn,
Cent me this babe, & I mayd mylde.
Zelomy.—9q[ With honde lete me now towch and fole.
If ye haue nede of medycyn,
I xal you comforte, & help ryght wele,
As other women, yf ye haue pyn.
Maria.—9§ Of this fayr byrth, that her is myn,
Peyne ner grevynge fele I ryght non;
I am clene mayde, pure virgyn,
Tast with yo’ hand, yo’ self a lon.
hic palpat Zelomye beatam v ginem dicens.}
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ZEeLowmy is satisfied that ¢ a fayre chylde of a may-
don is born,” and ¢ his modyr nott hurte of virgynite.’

Salome.—9 It is not trewe, it may nevyr be,
That bothe be elene I can not be leve.
A mayd’s mylke nev’ man dyde se.

Ne woman ber’ chylde, with owte grett greve.

[kic tangit Salomee Marie, § cw’ arescerit man’ ed

viulando § quasi flendo dicit.]

SALOMEE exelaims, that for her unbelief her hand
is “ ded, & drye, as claye,” and ° styff, as a stykke.™®

She prays to God to be relieved, reminding him of

her alms and other good deeds.f

an angel, who desires

1:C1

This draws down

uer w worship the child, and

to touch his clothes.] She goes to Mary, and asks
forgiveness, who repeats the angel’s request,

(hic Sawomee rangrf fimbriam Chrisii dicens,]

and her hand is immediately restored.§

[Passages paralleled ; from the Apoc. N. Test.]

* PROTEVAN. xiv.—18, ¢ Then
Salome went in, and the midwife said,
Mary, shew thyself, for a great contro-
versy is risen coneerning thee.

19.AndSalome reecived satisfaction.

20. But her hand was withered, and
she groaned bitterly,

21. And said, Wo to me, because of
mine iniquity ; for I have tempted the
living God, and my hand is ready to
drop off.

t Then Salome made her suppli-
cation to the Lord, and said, O God of
my fathers, remember me, for I am of
the sied of Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob.

23. Make me not a reproach among
the children of Israel, but restore me
sound to my parents.

21. For thou well knowest, O Lord,
that I have performed many offlces of
charity in thy name, and have received
my reward from thee.

t PROTEVAN. xiv.—25. Upon this
an angel of the Lord stood by Salome,
and said, The Lord God hath heard thy
prayer, reach forth thy hand to the
child, and carry him, and by that
means thon shalt be restored.

§ 28 And straightway Salome wes
cured.
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Tue MIDWIVES take their leave, SAnoMEE declare
ing that,

In every place I schal telle this,
Of a clene mayde that god is born ;

&, in our lyknes, God now clad is,
Mankend to save that was for lorn;

his modyr a mayde, as sche was beforn ;
Natt fowle polutyd, as other women be,

but fayr, & fresch, as rose on thorn,
Lely whyte, clene with pur virginyte.

W B £ D

IND OF COVENTRV MYSTRRILS.
FROM APOCRYPHAL STORY,



Jllustrations and Abdditions

“ir,—1It is the great excellence of a writer to put info his book as much as
his book will hold,” Joknson to Boswell.

1.—COUNCIL OF THE TRINITY.

——

% The common defiuition of man is false: he is not a reasoning animal. The
best you can predicate of him is, that he is an animal capable of reasoning.”
Warburton.

Speculum Vitae Ehristi: the boke that is
lepy the AVivvour of the blisged (Ve of our
lorde §’Hu crpste,

A rFoLIo volume in MS., written on vellum and bearing the above
title, is in my possession. It gives an account of a great Couneil in
heaven, which from the ensuing extracts will appear similar to that
in Mystery IV.* In some instances the language of each is al-
most literally alike; in others, that of the MS. is more amplified,
After various opinions during a long discussion between Mercye,
Sothfastnes, Pees, and Rytewisnes, concerning the means of
making satisfaction for the sinful fall of man, ¢ Pees,” proposed
that  for a {ynal dome in this matyr, let be made a gode dethe of
man, so that one be fo'nden withouten synne, that may & wolle
innocently, & for charite, suffre deth for man. To this they alj
assented, and ¢ thei askeden amonge hemself whether that one myght
be founden that schulde {ulfille and do this dede of charite.”

¢Than Mercye toke with hur Reson, and soight apopg alle

* Page 38, ante.
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the ordres of Aungeles in heuen, to se whether eny of hem were
able to do this dede ; but there was none. Also Sothfastnes sought
fro heuen to the clowdes bynethen, whether ther wer eny creatur
that myght p’forme it; and thei weren alle vnable. Ryghtwisnes
went down to erthe, and sought amonge the hyghe hilles, & into the
depe pytte of helle, whether ther weren eny man that myght take
this good & innocent dethe; but ther was none fo'nden clene og
synne, ne not the childe of one dayes birthe.’

Upon this they were greatly grieved :—than seyd pees wot ye
not wele that the p'phet that seyde ther’ is none foundin that may
done gode ; afierward he potteth to more, & seith, till it com to
one; this on man may be he that gafe the sentence aforsaide ot
man’es saluacion. Wher'fore prey we hym that he wol help &
fulfille it in dede ; for to hym speketh the p’phete aftre in the for-
seyd psaline, saying, Lorde thou schalt saue man, and bestowe afire
hi mykel mercy. But than was a question amonge the sustres,
commyttid to Reson for to determyn, which p’sone of thre, Fader,
& Somn, & holi gyste, one Gode, schuld be com man’ & do this
w'cyfull dede. Then seyde Reson, that, for als mykell as the p’son
of the fader is propurly dredfull & mighty, the p’son of the
son alle wyse and witty, ande the p’sone of the holi goste most
benygne and godely, the seconde p’son semeth most conuenient.
€[ Ande, whan Reson had seyd this verdyt, the Fader seid it was his
wille that it schuld be soe, the Son gafle gladly his assent thereto,
ande the holi goste seide he wolde worcke ther to also. And than
fallying downe alle the holi spirits of heuen, and sou’eynly thonking
the Holi Trinite, the four sustres aforsed weren kyssed ande made
accorde.

The MS. proceeds to relate < what Seynt Jerome, wrytyng of hir
life, seyd” concerning the religious cducation and exercises of the
Virgin Mary in the temple, after she was left there at threc years of
age by her parents. It then relates that :—

¢ Whan plente of the tyme of g’ce was com’en, in the whiche the
hyghe trinite ordeyned to save manky'de, that was dampned throughe
the syrne of Adam; for the grete charite that he hadde to man’
kvnde, stirying hym in his g’te m’cye, & also the prayer, & the
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instance of alle the blissed spirits of heuen, aft’ that the blissed
maiden marie wedded to Joseph, was gone home to Wazacern, the
fader of heuen called to hym the Archangele Gabriel, and seyd to
hym in this manner ;—goo to our der’ dought’ marye the spouse of
Joseph, the which is most cher to vs of alle creatures in erthe, and
saye to hir, that my blissed son hathe coneyted hir schappe and hir
bewte, & chose hir to his moder, & th'fore praye her that sue
resceyne hym gladly; for, by hir, I haue ordeyned the hele & the
saluacion of all’ man’kynde ;—& I wole forgete & forgyue the
wronge that hath be’ done to me of hym her’ before. €[ And so,
ancne, Gabriel rysyng vp gladde & ioycunde, toke his fleyte fro’ the
hyghe heuen to erthe; ande in a moment he was in manues
licknes before the virgyn marie, that was in hir pruye cham'ber thag
tyme closed, & in hir p’yers or in hir meditacions, p’auentn’ redying
the p’phecye of ysaye touchyng the Incarnacion. And yit also

swyftly as he flowe, his lorde was come before, and he fonde alle th

holi trinite comen or his message. For thou schalt vndirstonde tha

this blissed Incarnacion was the highe werke of alle the holy trinite,
thoughe it be that only the p’sone of the son was incarnate &
bycome man. €[ Bot now be warr her’, that thou erre not in
ymagynacion, th'fore take her’ a gen’ale doctryne in this meter, now
what tyme thou herest, or thinkest, of the trinyte, or of the godhed,
or of gostly creatures, as aungels & soules, the which thou maiste no

see with thi bodely eyze, and thi proper kynd, ne fele with thy hadely
wytte, streyne (not to ferre in that mat’er, occupye not thy wytte
therewith, as thou woldest undirstonde it by kyndely resonne, for it
wil not be, while we be in this b’ustouse body, liuynge her’ in ertlhc.
And, th’fore, whan thou herest eny suche thinge, in by leue that
passeth thi kyndely reso’ne, trowe, sothfastly, that is sothe as holy
chirche techeth, & go now forth & so thou schalte byleue.”

After the salutation, which is detailed at great length, the angel,
requests Mary’s consent to become ¢ goddes moder,” which she
complies with.

¢ Anone withoute dwellyng goddes son entered into hir wombe,
and, throwgh worcking of the holy goste, was made man, in ver-
te flescke and bicae, taken of hir body, ande, not as othe’ childresy,
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saveeyued & born by kynde bene schapen, membre aft' membre
ande aft’ the soule sched imto the bodye, but anon, at the firste
mst’nee, he was full schappe in all membris, and alle hole man in
body & soule, but, never the les, ful lytel in quantite; for aft’ he
waxed more & more kyndcly than oth’ children done : so that, at the
fyrste, he was full perfyte god and man, as wyse and as mygth
as he is nowe. Ande, when this was done, Gabriel, knelynge downe
with our ladye, &, sone aft’, with hir rysing up, toke curteysly his
leue of hir, with a devoute w a lowe bowying to the erthe.’

According with the above account of the incarnacion is the infor-
mation in Erasmus’s Exposition of the Creed, that ¢ the relygyouse
contemplacyon of good and godly men hathe taughte—that the lLolye
ghoste toke ono of the moste purest droppes of bloode out of the
vergine Maries herte, and layde it downe into her matrice; and
dat hereof, sodeynly, was made the perfighte body of a man, soo
smalle as a lyte spyder whiche is but euen now eropen forthe
from the egee, but yet with all the membres, fulle funysshed aud
perfyght; and that, in the same momente, a soule was infused and
putte into it, beynge euen verye than, forthewith, as perfyghte in all
powers and qualytyes, as it is now in heuen.'*

If this, and the last paragraph extracted from the MS. be <um-
pared with the scene in the Mystery,* the similitude betwecen the
curious narration in cach will be apparent, as that between the
Council of the Trinity in the Mystery and the same event in the
Speculum Vite Christi.

* Erasmus on the Crede, Svo. 1533, art- the Descent,
t Page 44, ante,



1I.—THE BRETHREN OF THE HOLY TRI-
NITY, OF ST. BOTOLPH WITHOUT AL-
DERSGATE.

“ The fourme of the Trinity was founden in Manne, that was Adam our
forefadir, of earth oon personne ; and Iive, of Adam, thesecunde persone;
and of them both was the third persone. At the deth of a manne three
Bellis shulde be ronge, as his knyll, in worscheppe of the Trinetee; and
for a womanne, who was the seconde persone of the Trinetee, two Bellis

should be rungen.”
Ancient Homily for Trinity Sunday.

Ax Episode is often pleesant to the bystander, and aiways to the
person mzking it; with whom it is sometimes the consequence of a
sudden recollection—¢ this puts me in mind of that:’ so, while writ-
ing the last article of the Council of the Trinity in Heaven, I was
reminded of a Guild of the Holy Trinity of the City of London. If
the reader please he may look at the following account of it; if he
have no taste for such matters I am sorry for it; he can pass to some-
thing more likely to amuse him, and I apologize for the interruption.
This fraternity of the Holy Trinity was founded in the foriy-eightl
year of Edward III. 1373, in honour of the body of Christ, and to
maintain thirteen wax lights, burning about the sepulchre in the
time of Easter in the said Church, and to find a Chaplain, Their
chief day of solemnity was on Trinity Day to hear Mass in honour of
the body of Christ, and of the Holy Trinity, and to make their offer-
ings.—~The Brotherhood consisted of a Messuage House and Tene-
ment called Trinity Hall, otherwise the common Hall of the Frater-
nity or Guild of the Holy Trinity, founded in the Church of St.
Botolph, Aldersgate, and also eight Messuages and Tenements,
commonly called The Trinity, also situate beneath Trinity Hall. ¥

* Stow's London, vol. 1. p. 618, &e.
11




78

fo far this is Stow's' account; to which may be added tnat,
in Catholic worship {hirieen candies are an allegory of Christ and
the twelve apostles, and that iu one of its ceremonies, the twelve
candles denoting the twelve aposiles are extinguished at intervals
during successive parts of the service, until one only is left which
represents Christ deserted by the disciples, and in the end that one is
put out to signify his death. ¢

t The Evening-office of the Holy Week which the ’hurch performs on
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday before Easter, 1760, 8vo., of which I
have a copy in my possession, marked ¢ Ex Bibliotheca F. F. Min. Angl.
Londini, contains the signification of certain candles. ¢ In the Evening
of Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the Church performs a solemn
office called Tenebre....The name of Tenebre is given to it from the cere-
mony of extinguishing all the candles during the course of it, till at last
itis finished in total darkness; which is the signification of the word
Tenebre.—Th. six candles on the altar, and the fifteen candles on the
Epistle side, all burning at the beginning of the Office, signify the light
of faith preached by the prophets and Jesus Christ: of which faith the
fundamental article is the Mystery of the BLEsSED TRINITY, represented
by the TRIANGULAR CANDLESTICE. At the repetition of the fourteen Anti-
phons in the matins aud lauds, fourteen of the candles in the triangular,
candlestick are extinguished ; and at the six last verses of the Bene
dictus, those on the altar are put out; to teach us that the Jews wero
totally deprived of the light of faith when they put our Saviour to death.
But the fifteenth candle, that represents the light of the world, Jesus
Christ,is only hidden for a time under the altar, and afterwards brought
out again still burning, to signify that though Christ, according to his
humanity, died and was laid in the sepulchre, yet he was always alive,
according to his divinity, by which he raised his body again to life,” The
darkness, signifies the darkness at the crucifixion ; and the noise made
at the end of the Prayer, represents the confusion of nature for the loss
of its author.’

Asin the above ceremonial the Trinity is represented by a triangular
candlestick, so also it is represented by a triangular candle. Anengraving
by Galle, figures the triangular candle as standing in a candlestick held

by an Angel. I subjoin from recollection a sketch of this representation
af the Trinity.
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From the Chartulary of this religious Guild in my posscssion, {an
enabled to relate the following particulars concerning it.

The volume commences with the Romish Calendar or Vellum,
in which are marked obytes of the brethren. It is followed by the
statutes of the Order : one ordains, that the priest shall be charged by
the wardens of the year, for to do his mass, winter and summer, by
five o’clock, sayinge by fore masse, duly, a {Memuarie af the
Crynitee : another directs, ¢ that in’ the sunday next aft’ alle sow-
len day, the priest shal rede openlyche, stondynge in the pulpyte, alle
the names of the bretheren and the sustren that ben on lyune” A
« dirige” was also ordained on the Sunday night after ¢ alle sowler
day,’ and on the morrow a requie= for the dead ¢ bretheren and
sustrer,” at which each brother and sister should attend and offer ¢ an
halfe-peny,” or be vppou peyne of a pounde of wexe.” Tt was
directed, ¢ Also, gif eny of the bretherhode be a losed of eny thefte, or
he be an comm’ contekour, or com’n hasardour, or of eny oth’
wycked fame, wherfore by, that the co’pany may ber a apayred, or
defamed, it is ordeyned that thei ben yputte oute of the breth’ hode.’
It was further ordained that the priest should tave ¢ for his lyflode’ ten
narks’ annually, and ¢ an dowble hode of the colour of the breth’-
hode; And also ¢ that he be meke and obedient vato the qwer’ in
alle diuine seruyces dvrynge hys t’me, as custome is in the citee
amonge alle othe’ p’stes.  The statutes are succeeded by lists of the
brothers and sisters in different years. The first list is preceded by
the form of the Priest’s address, on reading their names, in the follow-
ing words: ¢ Gode brethren and susteren: it is forto weten and
knowen, that the bygynnynge of this bretherhode of grete deuocio’n,
eu’y ma’ paynge a peny forto fvnde xiij taperes about the sepulchre of
d’ste at Estre, in the chirche of seynt Botulphe, without Alderesgate,
in Loundon.  Aft’ that, throug’e more gretter deuocio’n, & sterynge
voto the worschippe of god, it was yturne in’ to a frat'nyte of Tle
Faly Trynpte, nougt with stondynge the fyndynge eu’y yere, the
may’tenynge of the forsayde xiij taper's; of the whiche breth’hode
thes’ were thei’—Then before the names, is this notice ; ¢ At the
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bygynnynge of this frat’nyte, the whiche was bygun’e in the yere of
kynge Edwarde the thredde, one and fyfty* thes weren the bygy™
neres th'of, and maysteres, & gou’nour’s for the first yer’ ; that is to
sayen:—PHI1LIPPUS AT VYNE; AGNES, va'. eius; JoH'ES
BockyncE. These betheth names of the bretheren, & the sus-~
teren, the whiche entreden in to the forsayde bretherhode, i’ her
tyme.” The names of fifty-three ‘ bretheren, and twenty-nine ¢ sus-
teren,”immediately follow.

Tn the lists of this fraternity I find in the 10th year of Henry
IV., the npames of ‘ Thos’ de Berkyng, Abbas de Seynt Osyes.
Joh’es Roos, Armiger. Galfra’ Paynell, Armiger. D’us Joh'es
Watford, P'or s’ti’ Barthi.” D'us Joh’es Yonge, supp’or’ s’ti’ Barthi’.
Ric's Lancastre, Rex de Armis. Kat'ina, vx’ ej’. Ric’s Haye
Armig’. Job’a, vx' €)'. Will’s Yrby, Armiger P'or’ s'ti Barthi’,
Ric’s Maydestone, Armig. Will's Mounsewe, Armig'i, cu’ Counte
de Westm’land. Rob’s Strangweys, Armiger, tbid. Rogerus Audelby,
Rector de White Chapell. Will’s Lasyngby, Armig. D’us Joh’es
Newport, Rector de Grascherche” 1In the 2 Henry V. ¢ Ric’us
Derh’'m, Ep'us landou’’ was the’ Master of the Brotherhood.

Io the Volume are copies of the grants, charters, patents, feoff-
ments, wills, and other securities for the property of which the
brotherhood were seized ; besides their own deeds of transfer, leases,
and agreements. These Entries shew that the landed property of the
Brotherhood of the Holy Trinity, consisted of houses in Aldersgate-
street, the Barbican, Lamb-alley, Fanchurch-street, and Long-lane;
one of these was held on the annual payment of a rose, others in fee.
‘They were proprietors of the Saracen’s head inn, and the Falcon on
the hoop brewery. In the 14th year of king Richard II., Sir Rauff
Kesteven, parson of St. Botolpb, and the two Churchwardens, granted
1 lease for twenty years to John Hertyshorn of the Saracen’s head
with the appurtenances, at the yearly rent of ten marks ; the appurte-
nances were two houses adjoining on the north side, and were
included in that rental as worth eight shillings each by the year, and

—— e

* Stow says, the forty-eighth year of Edward III.
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or¢ on the south side, was valued at ten shillings. * In the xxj yer of
kyng Harry the vj,’ the bretheren received, ¢ For the rert of ij yere of
Wyll’m Wylkyns, for the Sarresyn head v. li. vjs. viijd.—paynge by
the yer liijs. ilijd. and* of the Faucon on the hope, for the same ij yer
vi. li. that is to say, payng’ by the yer’ iij li;’ but the same year they
demised the Falcon brewhousc to Robert Halle and John Walpole,
brewers, for four years, at eighty-four shillings per annum. Six years
before, thereis, in the churchwardens’ accounts, an item for * kerving
ang peinting of the seigne of the faucon, vis.

Some of the personals of this fraternity are interesting. By ¢ Bille
endented, made the xviij day of Juyn’ the iij yere of kynz
Edwarde the 1iij,” the then master and wardens, acknowledge to have
received from the then late master and wardens the goods thereinaftet
described, among which are the following items :

* A myssall, newe bounde, with derys leder, garoysshed wyth
sylk ; whereof the seconde lefe begynneth, Asp’git aqua bened’ta,
swith claspys & burdons, weying iiij vnc.’ iij ¢’r’t and a half.

“A chaleys of sylver & gilt, with a crucifyx’ in the fote & a pa-
teyn’to the same, with the rinitie enamelyd, weying xxv vac’.

¢ It. Rolle of velom’, cou’ed with a goldeskyn, contenyng diu se
pagent’s paynted and lemenyd with gold, that is to say, of tie
Foly Trinite Seynt Fabyan, and Seynt Sebastyan, & Seynt Botulff;

® ¢ For the Trinity, Holy Church hath chosen to make the similitude
of the father, an olde man with a long gray beard: and for the sonne, a
man hanging on the erosse: and for knowledge of the holie Ghost, a
dove.’—The Bechive of the Romishe Church, Lond. 1579, 8vo. p. 192,

¢ God the Father, having formerly appeared as the Ancient of Days,
we may paint him in that form now. Thc Son took upon him human
nature, and so may be represented as a Man. The Holy Ghost som3-
times appeared in the form of a Dove, at aunother like tongues of fires
Those who by colours, artificially disposed, represent the Trinity under
such figures as these, do nothing but what the authority of Scripture
permits and commands.’—Sunder. de Ador. Imag. 1. i. c. 4. (Conformity
Defween Ancient and Modern Ceremonies. Lond. 1745, Svo. p. 185.)

Tho Cathsdral Church of Norwich is dedicated to the Holy Tiinity.
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and the last pagent of the terement, & gen’all obyte, of the brethr’n
& suster’n, that be passed to god; with clayne obseruances &
prayers, fo stere the people to the more devocion TowARD' THE
SEYOE BRETHERHODE.

* A keybande of derys leder, wyth a keveryng of chererel, wyth
purses thereuppon,” garnysshed, conteyning iij keyes, made and
ordeyned alwey to be in the kepyng of the maist’ for the tyme beyng,
accordyng to the statut’s and ordenaunces thereof made, as it appe-

ith in this blake boke, the xxxj lefe.’

Then there is the description of the last mentioned book : namely, ‘A
Blatie Vegidtre, Wale with a kalender, in the which is writen the
dedes, testarcent’s, wylles, evideoces, & other writing’s, conc’nyng»
the lyvelode of the breth'hode ; & there registred for the well & more
surete of the same.” This Blake Registre Boke is that from which
[ am transcribing. )

The annual accounts of this brotherhood evidence the pains they
took to entice people by their exhibitions. As the beginning of the
fraternity grew out of the glare of thirteen wax tapers, they kept up
these lights by the following statute: ¢ Also there ben ordeyned xiii
tapers of wex, and eu’y taper of sex pounde of wex, with dysches ot
vewtre, accordynge th’to, forto brenne about the sepuler’ on estres
eue’, & cstres day, al so longe as the mane’ es in’ holy chirche. They
always had store of wux. They enjoined attendance at mass , vpon
seyne of a pound of wex;‘ on the transfer of their gear from the old
to the new wardens, their ¢ paynted cofres‘ and ¢ spruce chests* con-
teyned ¢ long tapers, short tapers, long torchys, short torchys,¢ and

Before the Reformation, the imago principalis, the principal image in.
the rood loft, now the organ loft, was an image of the Holy Trinity,
which was represented by a weak old man, with Christ on the cross
between his knees, and a dove on his breast; this image was richly
gilt. In 1443, Rob. Norwych, Esq. gave to it his silver collar which
was presented to him by the emperor ; and in 1499, Lady Margaret
Shelton put about it a gold chain of 25 SS. weighing eight ounces, with
four small jewels, one great jewel, and a rich enamelled rose in gold,
hanging thereon.—-Blomefield’s Norwich, 1806, 8vo. vol. ii. p. 29.
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wx;e they always ¢ gadyred¢ of the people for ¢lygth,” and there are
‘numerous charges ¢ for the makyng of of the BRAUNCHE byforne
the Trinytie and waste of wex.

Perhaps the branch was that which, also in olden time, was called
a * Jesse,” from a block of wood being carved into the figure of a man,
representing Jesse, lying on his back, with a tree or branch growing
out of the stomach, as genealogies are sometimes drawn. The carver’s
¢ Jesse, was a personification of « There shall come forth a rod out

of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.’—
(Isaiah), xi. 1.) )
From Jesse’s root behold a branck arise,
Whose sacred flower with fragrance fills the skies
Th’ setherial spirit o’er its leaves shall move,
And on its top descend the mystic dove.
Pope.

The ¢ Jesse’ was a distinguished ornament in old pageants and shows :
when introduced into churches, the branch was filled with lighted
tapers; and, hence, perhaps, the cluster of brass candlesticks in a
church is still called the branch.

In the accousts of the wardens of this brotherhood for *the x yer
cf king Harry the vi,) there is the charge of an ‘item, to the wex-
chaundeler, for making of the sepuler,” lyght iij tymes, and of other
dyuers lygths, that longyn to the Trinite in dyw’s places in the
chirche, lvijs. xd,'—a large sum in those times, and must have pro
duced a prodigions illumination.

From the third century when, besides adopting other pagan cere-
monies, ‘ they also lighted torches to the martyrs i the day-time as
the heathens did to their gods*, the use of torches and tapers m
churches, both by day and night, has prevailed in Catholic worship to
the present hour ; and Catholic allegorists have contrived to spiritual-
ize these burning ornaments of their temples for the edification of the
devout. According to their account, candles or tapers represent
Christ ; the wax, signifies his flesh; the fire, his deity; the wick, his
humanity; the light, his doctrine. The wick further signifies
numilitv ; the moulded wax ohedience : the flame, the love of God.

v e— ——

——

*® Sir Isaac Newton on Daniel, 4to. p. 207.
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Auso. the wax and wick represent bady and soul; and the light, the
shining of the faith.*

This brotherhood of the Trinity contributed their share to the vulgar
gratification of the deluded people in other ways. For the years from
the ¢ xxj to the xxv yer of Reyn’g of kyng barry the vj,’ there are
charges * for p’stis hir’, for repa’c’ons, for costis on the @rynpt Sons
vay, §on the evin for mete & drynk, & Stately Clothes mynstrelles
synger ;” &c. Their inventories evidence that they knew how to get up
popular shows and entertainments ; they bad ¢ pillows of silke, reed &
yellow kuotts, banner clothes, a blake palle of blacke damaske with a
white crosse, staynede bordere with the fyve wondys of owre lorde,
and a border of blak with the kyng’s armys and estryge ffethers
conteyning’ in lenth iij ell’s iij q’rt’rs.” Doubtless these fripperies were
borne in their public processions, for one of which there is a
positive statute in these words :—* Also gif it by falle, that eny of
the breth’hede falle seeke, fyue myle eche wayes aboute London,’

* Scme one who had a spite against St. Kentigern, put out all the
fires in his monastery, whereupon he snatched a green hazel bough, and
in the name of the Holy Trinity blessed it and blowed upon it, and
immediately by fire sent from Heaven the bough produced a great flame,
and he lighted the candles for the vigils, ¢ wherefore the light ceased
from the wood.’—Capgrave Vit. S. Kentig. f. 208 (Patrick's Reflect. on
Devot. of Romish Churck, 8vo. 1674, p. 357.)

2. February (Candlemas Day) is called ¢ Candlemas, because before
mass is said that day, the church blesses her candles for the whole year,
and makes a procession with hallowed or blessed candles in the hands of
the faithful.’—Posey of Prayers, or the Key of Heaven, 1799, 18mo.
p. 15.

The Church ordained, that lighted tapers should be carried upon
Candlemas Day, in order to avail itself of a custom continued from the
ancient Romans, who marched in possession, with lighted tapers and
candles, in honour of Februa, the mother of Mars, the God of War; and
sacrificed to Februus, Pluto, the God of Holl, that he might be merciful
to the souls of their friends. The Roman women on th> same day kept
the Feast of Candles, iv hononr of Proserpine, who was 8o beautiful that
Pluto carried her off, and her pareats sought her in Hell, with lights
and tapers. Pope Sergius adopted the practice by ordaining ¢ that
Christians should upon this day, walk round the Church with conse-
crated tapersin their hands, lighted up to the hononr of the Mother of
God.”—The Legend, (Conf. A & M. Cer. p. 113.)
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and dyeth there, that gif the wardaynes of that yere ben ysent aft),
than it is ordeyned that thei schullen wende, and fecche home the
body, to London’; and that alle the bretheren be redy, at her
warnynge, and go agens the body, with outen the citee, townes ende,
for 1o bry’ge the body in to the place, with worschyppe.” Tnese
were means that they seem to have used, according to their own
words, ¢ to stere the peple to the more devocion TOWARDS THE BRE-
tHERHODE. Of pure devotion towards the Supreme Being, thev
appear to have been wholly ignorant.
No portion of Scripture was ever possessed by this fraternity; for
the volume repeatedly registers their entire property at difleven
periods, and mentions nothing of the kind except their ‘ myssall
most likely overlaid by prayers to the saints, notices of indulgence -
for sin, and pictures of unedifying superstitions. 'To be sure there
was their ¢ Rolle of velom with the Pagent of the Haly Trinity
paynted and lemenyd with gold,” and the annual charge for making
the branch and lighting it up; but whatever ®oly Trinity was
lemenyd on this Pagent, it is impossible to suppose that such a dis-
lay should suggest an idea of Him, who isa Spirit. There is,
however, a figure which may have been that upon their pageant.
It frequently occurs.* ¢ They in their churches, and Masse bookes,
doe paint the TRINITIE WITH THREE FACES: for our mother the
holie Church did learne that at Rome, where they were wont to
paint or carve Janus with two faces. And then further, there
is written in John, that there are three in heaven which beare
witnesse, the Father, the Worde, and the Holie ghost ; and these
three are one, &c.t then of necessitie, they must be painted
Wwith THREE HEADES, OR THREE FACES, UPON ONE NECKE.}
I insert an engraving of this Trinity, in all respects the same as
smaller one, an initial in the Salisbury Missal of 1534, fo. viii.

. * In Enchirid, Ecclesii Sarum, Paris, 1528, 24mo. vol. i. fol. xiiii. ;

in various other editions ; and in the Hora B.V. Maria, continuall ;

besides MS. Missals, Lyndewood’s Provinciale, &ec. v
+1 John, V. 7,

I Beehive of the Romishe Church, Tond. 1579, 8vo. p. 191.
12
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+ The triangle in this cut, ‘a Trinity argent on a shicld azure,” was
the arms of Trinity Priory, Ipswich, and is figured in Mr. Tayler's
Index Monasticus, (Diocese, Norwicii,) 1821, fol. p. 96.—May not the
triune head have been originally suggested by the three headed Saxon
deity named Trigla # There is a wood cut of a triune headed Lucifer
i, Dante, ed. Venice, 1491, fol. copied by th Rev. T. F, Dibdin in his
Aides Althorpiane, vol, ii. p. 116.
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John Heywood, in his ¢ Four P’s, a very merry Euterlude of a
Palmer, a Pardoner, a Poticary, and a Pedler,” brings in the Falner
relating that in his pilgrimages he has been at different parts of the

world, and in enumerating them he says,

At Saint Botulphe and Saint Anne of Buckstons
- * * *

Praying to them to pray for me
Unto the blessed Trinctie.*

This was either the Priory of the Holy Trinity of St. Botolph
without Aldgate, or our Brethren of the Holy Triuity of St. Botolph
without Aldersgate. Ieywood, though a stern Roman Catholie,
exposes with the humour of Uliespiegel the tricks played on the
credulous fondness of the ignorant for reliques, a..d ridicules the
greediness and craft of the preaching friars in their pious frauds.
He makes the Pardoner produce °the blessed Jawbone of .4li-
kalowes,” on which the Poticary swears,

—by All-halowe, yet methinketh
That Al.-alowe’s breath stinkith,

Pardoner.

Nay sirs, beholde, heer mnay ye see

The great toe of the Trinitie.

Who to this toe any money vowth,

And once may role it iu his mouth,

All his life after, I undertake,

He shall never be vext with the tooth ake,

By the turn given to tho Poticary’s answer, it seems likely that
Heywood had in his eye the figure with the three heads in one

Poticary.

I pray you turn that relique about :
Either the Trinity had the gout,

Or els, because it is three toes in one,
God made it as inuch as three toes alone.*

® Dodsley’s Old Plays, edit. 1744, vol. i. p. 88.
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The Pardoner bids that pass, and climaxes the absurdity by pre-
senting the ‘ buttock-bone of Pentecost’* Gross as all this is,
Heywood had as little design to scandalize the belief of his own
church, as his patron, Sir Thomas More, had by his philosopliical
romance of Utopia, He was a great favourite with Queen Mary,
and on the restoration of the Protestant ascendancy with Elizabeth,
he fled from his native country to secure the exercise of his faith
without hazard to his life, and died in exile.+

Personifications of the supreme attributes have been accom-
modated to popular understanding in almost every possible ;vay
from the earliest ages. By an inquirer into the ancient worship of
the Deity under the grossest form that, to apprehension in these
times can be represented by the artist, the English reader is
acquainted with two statues at the temple of Hierapolis, respecting
the active productive Power and the passive productive Power.
¢ Between both was a third figure with a dove on his head, which
some thought to be Bacchus. This was the Holy Spirit, the first
begotten Love or plastic Nature (of which the Dove was the image
when it really deigned to descend upon Man,)} proceeding from and
cousubstantial with Botk; for all Three were but personifications of
One.§ Although it is rather foreign to my purpose, yet it is not a
departure from the subject, to mention a curious anecdote which
Bishop Patrick says is gravely related by the biographers of St.
Clara de Monte Falconis :—that after her death, there was found in
hergall a plain testimony of the Holy Trinity, consisting of three
balls of equal figure, colour, and size, and of equal weight, one
weighing the weight of two and also of three, yet all three weighing
no more than one.||

* Dodsley’s Old Plays, edit. 1744, vol.i p. 101.

+ Ritson’s Bibling. Poetica, p. 242. From whence it appears that
Heywood died at Mechlin in 15644. He evidently took his ¢ Four P’s’
from the Pardoner’s tale by Chaucer.

T [¢ Matt. c. iii. ver. 17."]

3 A Discourse, &ec. by Richard Payne Knight, Esq. London : printed
by Spilsbury, 4to, 1786. p. 146,

| Patrick on Devot. of Rom, Church, p. 273.
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A desire of relieving the reader’s teedium may possibly excuse a
wider deviation. Itis well known that the personality of the Devil
has been exemvlified by extraordinary persenifications of him, and
by relations of his appearance under almost every form; but a per-
sonation that he is represented to have assuined in Hertfordshire, is
accompanied by circumstances that have never, perhaps, been paral-
leled. In turning over John Bagford's collection of Title-pages at
the British Museum, (Harl. MSS. 5419), I find one in his owt
writing, from a tract that must have been so rare at that time, that
he could not possess it, or his collecting hand would have mercilessly
“torn off the title page; and I suspect it to have been almost, if not
quite unique, for its existence is not now traceable by me after very
long and diligent inquiry. Although, therefore, I can do no more
than lay before the reader the followiug copy that I made from
Bagford’s copy, yet that is sufficient to inform him of all that he
can perhaps ever know of the alleged event. Here it is :—

« Turg DEVIL seen at St. ALBAN’s. Being a true relation, how
the Devil was seen there, in a Cellar, in the likenesse of a Ram :
and how a butcher came and cut his throat, and sold some or
it, and dressed the rest for him, inviting many to supper, who
eat of it.

¢ Attested by divers letters of men of very good credit in this
towne.

¢ Printed for confutatien of tnose that believe there are no such
things as spirits or devils. ato 1645.
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III. CHRISTMAS CAROLS.

The lewid peple than algates agre,
And caroles singen everi’ criste nesse tyde,
Not with schamfastenes bot joccndle,
And holey bowghes aboute ; and al asydde
The brenning fyre hem eten, aud hem drinke,
And laughen mereli, aud maken route,
And pype, and dansen, and hem rage ; ne swinke,
Ne noe thynge els, twalue daye’ thei woldé not.

Lud. Coll. xLv. H. 1.

MAP.Y'S louging for the fruit on the cherry tree, and Joseph’s
refusal to gather it for her on the return of his jealousy, a remarkable
scene in one of the Coventry Plays,* is the subject of a Christmas
Carol still sung in London, and many parts of England.

From various copies of it printed at different places I am enabled

to present the following version:

Joseph was an old man,
And an old man war te,

And ke married Mary,
Queen of Galilee.

When Joseph was married,
And his cousin Mary got,

Mary proved big with child,
By whom Joseph knew not

® Mystery V1II. p. 67, ante.
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As .ioseph and Mary
Walk’d through the garden gay,
‘Where the cherries they grew
Upon every tree;

O ! then bespoke Mary,

Vith words both meek and mild,
¢ Gather me sowme cherries, Joseph,

They run so in my mind;
Gather me sowme cherries,

For I am with child.

O ! then bespoke Joseph,
With words most unkind,

¢ Let him gather thee cherries,
‘T'hat got thee with child.’

O! then bespoke Jesus,
All in his mother’s womg,

‘ Go to the tree, Mary,
And it shall bow down;

“ Go to the tree Mary,
And it shall bow to thee,
And the highest branch of all
Shall bow down to Mary's knee,

¢« And she shall gather cherries
By one, by two, by three,

¢ Now you may see Josepl,
‘Those cherries were for me.’

0! eat your Cheiries, Mary ;
O eat your Cherries now ;
0! ear your Cheiries, Maury,
That grow on the bough.
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As Joseph was a walking,
He heard an angel sing—
* This night shall be bern
Our heavenly king ;
‘ He neither shall be born
In housen, nor in hall,
Nor in the place of Paradise,
But in an ox’s stall;

He neither shall be ciothed,
In purple nor in pall

But all in fair linen,
As were babies all:

¢ He neither shall be reck’d
In silver nor in gold,

Bat in a wooden cradle,
That rocks on the mould;

¢ He neither shall be christ= ’d
In white wine nor in red.

But with the spring water
With which we were christened.

Then Mary took her young Son,
And set him on her knee—

¢ 1 pray thee now, dear Child,
Tell how this world shall be ¢

¢ This world shall be like
T'he stones in the street,
For the sun and the moon
Shall bow down at thy feet,

* And upon a Wednesday
My vow I will make,

Arnd upon Good Friday
My death T will take;
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¢ And upon the third day
My uprising shall be,

And the sun and the moon
Shall rise uo with me.’

The admiration of my earliest days, for sond lines in the Cherry
carol still remains, nor can I help thinking that the reader will
see somewhat of cause for it :—

He neithcr shall be clothed, in purple nor in pall,
But all in fair linen, as were bahies all :

He neither shall be rock’d, in silver nor in gold,
But in a wooden cradle, that rocks on the mould.

A Warwickshire carol still sung, begins

As I passed by a river side,
And there as I did reign,

In argument I chanced ta hear
A carnal and a crane,

The carnal is a bird; the word corrupted by the printer into
reign, is the obsolete word rein, formerly used in the sense of
run. This carol has other marks of age.

In a volume of MSS. at the British Muscum* thereis ‘a
Christmas Caroll,” beginning thus :—

When cryst was born of ma ry fre,
In bedlem, i that fayre cyte,
Angellis songen, with mirth & ole,
In excelsis gl'ia.

A second commences in this way :—

Puer nobis natus est de virgine maria.

Be glad, lordlings, be ye more & lesse,
I bryng you tydings of gladnesse,
As gabryel me beryth wetnesse.

1o * Harl. MSS. 5396,
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The same volume contains ¢a song on the Holly and the Ivy,’
which I mention because there is an old Carol on the same sub-
jecustill printed. The MS. begins with,

Nay, my nay, hyt shal not be 1 wys,
Let holy halfe the maystry, as the maner ys :

Holy stond in the hall, fayre to behold,

Ivy stond without the dore, she ys ful sore acold.
Nay my nay, &ec.

Holy,%& hys mery men, they dawnsyn and they syng,

Ivy and hur maydyns, they wepyn & they wryng.
Nay my nay, &ec.

The popularity of carol-singing occasioned the publication of
a duodecimo volume in 1642, intituled, ¢ PsaLyes or Songs of
Sion turned into the language and set to the tunes of a strange
land. By W(illiam) S(layter), intended for Christmas Carols.
and fitted to divers of the most noted and common but solemne
tunes, every where in this land familiarly used and knowne.
Upon the copy of this book in the British DMuseum a former pos-
sessor has written the names of some of the tunes to which the
author designed them to be sung; for instance, Psalm 6, to the
tune of Jane Shore; Psalm 19, to Bar. Forster’s Dreame;
Psalm 43, to Crimson Velvet; Psalm 47, to Gegrden Greene;
Psalm 84, to The fairest Nymph of the Valleys, &c.*

* The adaptation of religious poetry to secular melody in England, is
noticed by Shakspeare, in the Winter's Tale, (act iv. sc. 3.) The clown
relates that his sister being the mistress at his father’s shearing feast,
made four-and-twenty nosegays for the sheep-shearers, all good catch-
singers, mostly trebles and bases, with ¢but one puritan among them,
and he sings psalms to hornpipes.’

There are several collections of carols in the French language; the
only one that I can on the instant refer to, is a volume that I have,
entitled Noels Nouveaux sur les Chants des Noels anciens notez pour en
faciliter le chant, par M. U Abbe Pellegrin, 8vo. Paris 1785. Most of the
pious carols in the volume are set to opera airs, and common song tunes.

Clement Marot’s translation of the I’salms into French with secular
sunes, was 80 much in vogue at court that all persons of note had psalms
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From a Carol, called Dives and Lazarus, I annex an amusing
extract.
As it fell out, upon a day,
Rich Dives sicken’d and died,
There came two serpents out of hell,
His soul therein to guide.

Rise up, rise up, brother Dives,
And come along with me,

For you've a place provided in hell,
To sit upon a serpent’s knee.

However whimsical this may appear to the rcader, he caz
scarcely conceive its ludicrous effect, when the metre of the las
line is solemnly drawn out to its utmost length by a Warwick
shire chanter, and as solemnly listened to by the well disposed
crowd, who seem without difficulty to believe that Dives sits on a
serpent’s knee. The idea of sitting on the knee was, perhaps,
conveyed to the poet’s mind by old wood cut representations

to their several occasions. King Henry II. chose the 42d. Ainsi qu’on oyt
le cerf, (Like as the hart doth), which he sung when a hunting : Madame
de Valentinois, who was in love, took the 130th, Du fond de ma penséc
(From the bottom of my heart), which she sung en volte : the quecn’s
choice was the 6th, Ne vueillez pas, O Sire, (Lord, in thy wrath), to an
air of the Chant des bufons : Anthony king of Navarre Lad the 43d,
Revange moy, prens ta querelle, (Judge and revenge my cause), which he
tuned to the Brawl of Poictiers; and the restin like manner.—I'lorimond
Ramond Hist. Hares. (Rymer’s Short View of Tragedy, p. 35.)

The most singclar measure adopted for circulating the reformed
opinions in Scotland, was the composition of ¢ Gude and godly ballates’
changed out of prophaine sangs, for avoiding of sinue aund harlotrie.’
The title sufficiently indicates their nature and design. The air, the
measure, the initial line, or the chorus of the ballads most commonly
sung by the people at that time, were transferred to hymns of devotion,
Unnatural, indelicate, and gross as this association appears to us, these
spiritnal songs edified multitudes at that time. We must not think that
this originated in any peculiar depravation of taste in our reforming
countrymen : spiritual songs constructed upon the same principle were
common in taly, (Roscoe’s Lorenzo de’ Medici, i.309. 4to) : at the begin-
ning of the Reformation the very same practice was adopted in Holland
as in Scotland.—Dr. M Crie's Life of Know, vol. 1, 365,
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of Lazarus seated in Abraham’s lap. More anciently, Abraham
was frequently drawn holding him up by the sides, to be seen by
Dives in hell. In an old book now before me,* they are so
represented, with the addition of a devil blowing the fire under
Dives with a pair of bellows.

I lLave a ‘Christmas Carol on Peko-Tea+ It begins with
¢ Deut. xxxiii. 16. For the good will of Him that dweltin the
Bush ;’ and the author proceeds in a strange manner to relate

How Christ was in a manger born
And God dwelt in a bush of thorn,
Which bush of thorn appears to me
The same that yields best Peko-tea.

This busk he imagines may be the thorn that blooms in April:

Abundant such in Berks I’ve seen
Near Newb'ry, at my native speen.

* * * *
Now if Christ’s busk of thorn we find,
God’s bush and tea bush all one kind,
We must confess its full renown,
God to enjoy, and Christ to crown ;
And have its leaves grow so renown’d
As to refresh the world around.

He spiritualizes many subjects in succession, and inveighs with
great bitterness against those,
who, readers to entangle,
The scriptures into pieces mangle ;
Dividing them, which truth immerses
Into ehapters, sects, and verses ;

* Postilla Guillermi, 4to. Basil, 1491.

t A Christmas Carol on Peko-Tea : or, a Sacred Carol, which like Tea
that is perfectly good and fine, will be most grateful and useful all the
year round, from Christmas to Christmas for ever. Humbly addressed
to Queen Caroline, and the Princess Carolina, and all the Royal Family,
By Francis Hoffman. London, 1722, 8vo. pp. 16.
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Full of religious fervor, and grocer zeal for cups of Peko tea,
lie concludes with this devout wish—

May all who do these truths condemn
Ne’er taste one single drop of them
Here, or in New Jerusalem.

Carols begin to be spoken of as not belonging to this century,*
and yet no one, that I am aware of, has attempted a collection o1
these fugitives. As the carols now printed will at no distant pe-
riod become obsolete, an alphabetical list of those in my posses-
sion is subjoined. It excludes all that are disused at the present
time, nor does it contain any of the numerous compositions printed
by religious societies under the denomination of Carols.

Christmas Carols now annually Printed.

1. A glorious star from heaven appear’d.
2. A jolly wassel bowl.
3. A Virgin most pure as the Prophets did tell.
4, All Christians pray you now attend.
5. All Englishmen I pray you now attent.
6. A hail the ever glad'n ing morn.
7. All hail the morn ! loud anthems raise.
8. All honour, glory, migh t, and power.
9. All you that are to mirth inclined.
10. All you that live must learn to die.
11. Arise, and hail the sacred day,
12. As [ pass'd by a river side.
13. As I sat on a sunny bank.
14. As it fell out one May morning.
15. As it fell out upon a day, rich Dives made a feast.
16. Attend, good people, now I pray.
17. Away dark thoughts, awake my j ys.

* October 3, 1822, at the dinner of a city company I heard Mr. Taylor
of Covent Garden Theatre sing a new ballad of ¢ good old times,” when
Christmas had its Christmas carols,
And ladies’ sides were hoop'd ke barrels.
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14. Bcehold the grace appears.

19. Christians awake ! salute the happy morn.

20. Christmas now is drawing near at hand.

21. Come, behold the virgin Mother.

22. Come, ye rich, survey the stable.

23. From the High Priest an armed band.

24. Good Christians all with joyful mirth.

25. Good Christian people, pray attend.

26. Good Christian people, pray give ear.

27. God’s dear Son, without beginning.

28. God rest you, merry gentlemen.

29. Hark ! all around the welkin ring.

30. Hark! hark! what news the angels bring.

31. Hark! how the heralds of the Lord.

32. Hark! the herald angels sing.

33. Have you not heard and seen our Saviour’s [ove.
34. Here is a fountain of Christ’s blood.

35. Hosanna ! to the Prince of Light.

36. In Bethlehem City in Judea it was.

37. In friendly love and unity.

38. In God let all his Saints rejoice.

39. Inspire me, Heav'n! nor in me leave a thought.
40. In the Reign of Great Cesar, the Emperor of Rome.
41. Let all good Christian people here.

42. Let all that are to mirth inclined.

43. Let children proclaim their Savior and king.

44. Let mortals all rejoice.

45. Let Christians all with one accord rejoice,

46. Let Christians now in joyful mirth.

47. Mortals, awake ! with angels join.

48, My gift is small, a dozen of points.

49. My master and dame I well perceive.

50. Now when Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem bound.
51. O fair, O fair Jerusalem ! when shall I come to thee ?
52. O faithful Christians, as you love.

63. O! faithless, proud, and sinful man.

514. O! see man’s Saviour in Bethlehem born.

55. O! the Almighty Lord.

56. Of Jesu’s birth, lo! angels sing.
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57. On Christmas day in the morn,
53. On Christmas night all Christians sing.
59. One God there is of Wisdom, glory, might.
60 One night as slumbering I lay.
61. Reader, pray do not think I am unkind.
62. Rejoice and be merry, set sorrow aside.
63. Rejoice now all good Christians.
64. See how the blessed Babe on Mother’s knee.
65. Shepherds rejoice, lift up your eyes.
66. Sinners, who now do at this time.
67. Sweeter sounds than music knows.
6a. The faithless, proud, and sinful man.
69. The first good joy our Lady had.
. The holly and the ivy, are now both well grown.
. The King of Glory sends his Son.
. The moon shines bright, and the stars give a light.
. The Shepherds amaz'd, the Saviour behold.
. This second Carol here I sing.
. This is the truth sent from above.
Thus Angels sing, and thus sing we.
. Turn your eyes that are so fixed.
Upon the five and twentieth of December.
. When bold Herod reigned king.
. When Christ the Saviour did appear.
. When Christ our Lord drew nigh.
2. When Jesus Christ had lived.
. When Jesus Christ our Lord.
84. When righteous Joseph wedded was.
85. When Zachariah was a priest.
86. While shepherds watch’d their flocks by night
87. Within this rock, that rock is laid.
88 Ye mortals all, of high and low degree.
§9. Ye young and ye gay.
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This Collection I have had little opportunity of increasing
cxcept wheu in the country I have heard an old woman singing
an old Carol, and brought back the Carol in my pochet with [ess
chance of its escape, than the tune in my head.



100

The attachment of Carol buyers* ex-
tends even to the wood cuts by which
they are surrounded. Some of these, on
a sheet of Christmas Carols, in 1820,
were so rude in execution, that I re-
quested the publisher, Mr. T. Batche-
lat, of 115, Long Alley, Moorfields,
to sell me the original blocks. I was
a little surprised by his telling me that he
was afraid it would be impossible to get

any of the same kind cnt again, When 1
proffered to get much better engraved,

and give them to him in exchange for his
old oues, he said, ¢ Yes, but better are not
s0 good; I can get better myself: now
these are old favourites, and better cuts will
not please my customers so well.” How-

ever, by assuring him that artists could
copy any thing, I obtained them. Those

who are fond of specimens of all kinds
of wood engraving, will be amused by
the annexed impressions {rom these four

blocks, produced in the metropolis ot

* Mr. Southey describing the fight ‘upon the plain of Patay,” tells of

one who fell, as having
In his lord’s castle dwelt, for many a year,
A well-beloved servant : he could sing
Carols for Shrove-tide, or for Candlemas,
Songs for the Wassel, and when the Boar’s head
Crown'd with gay garlands,and with rosemary,
Siecak’d on the Christmas board.
Joan of Are, b. x. 1. 466.

These dittics which now exclusively enliven the industrious servant-maid and
the humble labourer, gladdened the festivity of royalty in ancient tix.nes. Henry
VIL, in the third year of his reign, kept his Christmas at Greenwxch.: on the
twelfth night, aftcr high mass, the king went to the hall and kept his estate
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England in this advaneed state of art.
They almost defy rivalry with the earliest
conceptions, and shew the prevailing taste
in graphic illustration among those who
in due season, as naturally buy Christmas
Carols as they long for mince pies and eat
plun-pudding.

I recollect the sheet of Carols twice
its present size, with more than double
the number of cuts, and sold for a half-
penny ; but alas; ¢ every thing is chang-
ed;’ the present half sheets are raised in
price to a whole penny.

1 must not omit to observe that Mr, Bat-
chelor was certainly sincere in the belief
he expressed of his customers’ attachment
to his wood blocks. When he scld them
to me, he expressly stipulated for a reser-
vation of copyright in the designs; and
he exercised it last year by publishing a
sheet of Carols, adorned with fac-similes
of the impressions which the reader is
now looking upon.

The inscriptions are placed beneath the
cuts exactlv as they stand in the original
sheet.

Christ brought before
Pilate.

Taken down from
the Cross.

at the table ; in the middle sat the Dean, and those of the king’s chapel,
who immediately after the king’s first course ¢sanug a carall.’—(Leland.
Ollet. vol. iv. p. 237.)—Graunger innocently observes that  they that fill
the hizhest and the lowest classes of human life, seem in many respects
to be more nearly allied than even themselves imagine. A skilful anate-
mist would find little or no difference in dissecting the body of a king
and that of the meanest of his subjects ; and a judicious philosopher
would discover a surprising conformity in discussing the nature and

qualities of their minds.”— Biog. [list. of Engl.

14

ed. 1804, vol. iv. p. 8&8.
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The earliest collection of Christmas Carols supposed to heve.
been published, is only known from the last leaf of a voiume
printed by Wynkyn de Worde, in the year 1521. This precious
scrap was picked up by Tom Hearne; Dr. Rawlinson, whe pur-
chased it at his decease in a volume of tracts, bequeathied it to the
Bodleian 1tbrary. There are two Carols upon it: one, a carrol
of huntvnge,” is reprinted in the last cdition of Juliana Berners’
Boke of St. Alban’s; the other, ¢ a Caroll, bringing in the bore's
head,’ is in Mr. Dibdin’s Ames, with a copy of it as as it is now
sung in Queen’s College, Oxford, every Christmas day, ‘to the
common chaunt of the prose version of the Psalms in Cathedrals.’
Dr. Bliss, of Oxford, also printed on a sheet for private distri-
bution, a few copies of this and Ant. a Wood's version of
it, with notices concerning the custom, from the handwritings
of Wood and Dr. Rawlinson, in the Bodl:an library. Ritson,
in his ill-tempered ¢ Observations on Warton's History of Eng-
lish Poetry,’ (1782, 4to. p. 87,) has a Christmas carol npon bring-
ing up the boar’s head, from an ancient MS. in his possession ;
wholly different from Dr. Bliss’s. The ¢ Bibliographical Mis-
cellanies,’ (Oxford, 1813, 4to.) contains seven Carols from a
collection in one volume in the possession of Dr. Cotton, of
Christ Church College, Oxford, ¢imprynted at London, in the
Powliry, by Richard Kele, dwelynge at the longe shop vnder saynt
Myldrede’s Chyrche,’ probably ¢ between 15468 and 1552: 1
had an opportunity of perusing this exceedingly curious volume
which is supposed to be unique, and has since passed into the
hands of Mr. Freeling. There are Carols among the Godly
& Spiritual Songs and Balates, in ‘ Scotish Poems of the six-
teenth Century,’ (1801, 8vo.); and one by Dunbar, from the Ban-
natyne MS. in ‘ Ancient Scottish Poems.” Others are in Mr.
Ellis’s edition of Brand’s Popular Antiquities, with several useful
notices. Warton's History of English Poetry contains much con-
cerning old Carols. Mr. Douce, in his Illustrations of Shaks-
peare, gives a Specimen of the carol sung by the shepherds on
the birth of Christ in one of the Coventry Plays. There is a
sheet of carols, headed thus: ¢CHrisTUs Natus Est: Christ
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is bore ;'* with a wood cut, 10 inches bigh, by 84 inches wide. re-
presenting the stable at Bethlehem; Christ in the crib, watched
by the Virgin and Joseph; shepherds kneeling; angels attending; a
man playing on the bagpipes; a woman, with a basket of fruit on
her head ; a sheep bleating, and an ox lowing on the groundj
a raven croaking, and a crow cawing on the hay-rack; a cock
crowing above them, and angels singing in the sky. The animals
have labels from their mouths, bearing Latin inscriptions. Down
the side of the wood-cut is the following account and explana-
tion: ¢ A religious man inventing the conceits of both birds and
beasts, drawn in the picture of our Saviour’s birth, doth thus ex-
press them : The cock croweth, Christus natus est, Ehrigt (8
Born. The raven asked, Quando ? IFhen ? The cow replied.
Hace nocte, TG wight. The ox cryeth out, Ubi? Ubi?
T&here? WTheve ? The sheep bleated out, Bethlehem, Bethle=
hemr,  Voice from heaven sounded, Gloria in Excelsis, §lorp
be on hugh'’

The custom of singing carols at Christmas prevails in Ireland
to the present time. In Scotland where no church feasts have
been kept since the days of John Knox, the custom is unknown.
In Wales it is still preserved to a greater extert, perhaps, than in
England; at a former period, the Welsh had carols adapted to
most of the ecclesiastical festivals, and the four seasons of the
year, but at this time they are limited to that of Christmas. After
the turn of midnight at Christmas eve, service is performed ir
the churches, followed by the singing of carols to the harp
Whilst the Christmas holidays continue, they are sung in like
manner in the houses, and there are carols especially adapted to
be sung at the doors of the houses by visitors before they enter.
Lifyr Carolan,t+ or the Book of carols, contains sixty-six for
Christmas, and five summer carols; Blodeugerdd Cymrii,i or
the Anthology of Wales, contains forty-eight Christmas carols,

* London, Printed and Sold by J. Bradford, in Little Britain, the
Corner House over against the Pump, 1701. Price One Penny.

t Shrewsbury, 4th edit. 1740, 12mo.

1 Shrewsbury, 1779, 8vo
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nine summer carols, three May carols, one winter carol, one
nightingale carol, and a carol to Cupid. The following verse of
a carol for Christmas is litterally translated from the first mentioned
volume. The poem was written by Hugh Morris, a celebrated
song-writer during the commonwealth, and until the early part of
the reign of William ITI.*

To a szint let us not pray, to a pope let us not kneel;
On Jesu let us depend, and let us discreetly watch
To preserve our souls from Satan with his snares;
Let us not in a morning invoke any one else.

With the succeeding translation of a Welsh Wassail song, the ob-
server of manners will, perhaps, be pleased. In Welsh, the
lines of cach couplet, repeated inversely, still keep the same sense.

A Carot for the Eve of St. Mary’s Davy.

This is the season, when, agreeably to custom,
That it was an honour to send wassail*

By the old people who were happy

In their time, and loved pleasure;

And we are now purposing

To be like them, every one merry:

Merry and foolish, youths are wont to be,
Being reproached for squandering abroad.

I know that every mirth will end

Too soon of itself’;

Before it is ended, here comes

The wassail of Mary, for the sake of the timre:
N 1 place the maid immediately

In the chair before us;

* An edition of Hugh Morris’s Works is now in the press.
t Dyma amser yr oedd arver
Anrhydedd vod o anvon gwirod.
Here the master or mistress of the house wascalled on by name to officiate.
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And let every body in the house be content that we
May drink wassail to virginity,
To remember the time, in faithfulness,
When fair Mary was at the sacrifice,
After the birth to her of a son,
Who delivered every one, through his good will
From their sins, without doubt. &
Should there be an inquiry who made the earol,
He is a man whose trust is fully on God,
That he shall go to heaven to the effulgent Mary,
Towards filling the orders where she also is.
Tuonas Evans.

On the continent the cusiom of carolling at Christmas is al-
most universal. During the last days of Advent, Calabrian min-
strels enter Rome, and are to be seen in every street saluting the
shrines of the Virgin mother with their wild music, under the
traditional notion of charming her labour-pains on the approach.
ing Christmas. Lady Morgan observed them frequently stopping
at the shop of a earpenter. In reply to qustions concerning
this, the workmen who stood at the door said, that it was dcne
out of respect to St. Joseph.”* I have an old print of this prac-
tice. Two Calabrian shepherds are represented devoutly playing
at Christmas in a street of Rome, before a stone shriue, con-
taing a sculpture of the Infant Jesus in the Virgin’s arms
lighted up by candles, with a relief under it of supplicating souls
in purgatorial fire, inscribed ¢ Dife Ave Maria.’ A young fe-
male, with a rosary, is praying on her knees before the sculpture.
The shepherds stand behind and blow the bagpipes and a clarionet.

If one there be who has proceeded until now without tiring,
he will know how much pleasantness there is in pursuits like
these. To him who inquires of what use they are, I answer,
that I have found them agreeable recreations at leisure mo-

* Lady Morgan’s Italy, c. xxi.
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ments. Ilove an old MS. and ‘a ballad in print,’ and 1 know
no distance that I would not travel to obtain Autolycus's
‘Ballay of a Figh that appeared upon the coast, on
Wednegvap the fourscore of April, forty thougand
fathom abobe Wwater, and guug this ballad against
the hard heartg of mag.” I can scarcely tell why
collectors have almost overlooked Carols, as a class of popular
poetry. To me they have been objects of interest from circum-
stances which occasionally determine the direction of pursuit.
The wood cuts round the annual sheets, and the melody of ¢ God
rest you merry Gentlemen,” delighted my childhood; and, I still
listen with pleasure to the shivering carolist’s evening chaunt
towards the clean kitchen window decked with holly, the flaring
fire showing the whitened hearth, and reflecting gleams of light
from the surfaces of the dresser utensils.

Since this sheet was at the printer’s, Gilbert Davies, Esq,
F.R.S. F.A.S. &c. has published eight ¢ Ancient Christmas
Carols, with the funes to which they were formerly sung in the
West of England.” This is a laudable and successful effort to
rescue from oblivion some carol melodies, which in a few years
will be no more heard. Mr. Davies says, that ¢ on Christmas-
day these carols took the place of psalms in all the churches, es-
pecially at afternoon service, the whole congregation joining:
and at the end it was usual for the Parish Clerk, to declare in a
loud voice, his wishes tor a merry Christmas and a happy new
year. A sentiment similar to that of the parish clerk’s in the
West of England, was expressed last year in a way that leaves littlo
doubt of its former general adoption at the same season. Just
before Christmas day, I was awakened in London at the dead of
night, by the playing of the waits: on the conclusion of their so-
lemn tunes, one of the performers exclaimed aloud, ¢ God bless
you, my masters and mistresses, a merry Christmas to vou. and a
bappy new ycar.’
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IV. ENGRAVINGS OF APOCRYPHAL NEW
TESTAMENT SUBJECTS.

Pictures by the best masters, prints by the early engravers, woodcuts
in early black letter and block-books, and illuminations of missals and
monastic MSS. receive immediate elucidation on reference to the Apocry-
phal New Testament, and are without explanation from any other source.

Apoc. N. Test. Pref.

THE following is a List of Prints in my own possession, founded
ou subjects in the Apocryphal New Testament. The passages to
which they refer are inserted before the descriptions. Several of
these engravings illustrate scenes in the preceding Mysteries.

]. Tar MEETING OF JOACHIM AND ANNE AT THE GULDEN
GATE OF JERUSALEM.

Mary, ii.—1. The angelof the Lord stood by Joachim with a prodigious
light. 2. To whom being troubled at the appearance, the angel
who had appeared to him endeavouring to compose him said ¢
9. Anna your wife shall bring you a daughter, and you shall call
her name Mary. 10. She shall according to your vow be devoted
to the Lord from her infancy, aud be filled with the Holy Ghost
from her mother’s womb. 13. And this shall be a sign to you
of the things which I declare, namely, when you come to the golden
gate of Jerusalem, you shall there meet your wife Anna.

iii.—1. Afterwards the angel appeared to Anna his wife, saying,
2. A daughter shall be born unto you, &e. 6. Arise, therefore,
and go up to Jerusalem, and when you shall come to that which is
called the golden gate, as a sign of what I have told you, you shall
meet your husband, for whose safety you have been so much con-
cerned.

Joachim and Anne meeting at the gate, and embracing. Men
conversing and looking on. An engraving on wood by Albert
Durer—half sheet.
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II. Tue Birta oF tHE VIRGIN Mary.

Mary, iii.—11. 1 So Anna conceived and brought forth a daughter.
Protevangelion.—6. And when nine months were fulfilled to Aana, she

brought forth, and said to the midwife, what have I brought forth ?
7. Aund she told her, a girl.

1. In the back-ground Anne in bed; an angel above, censing,
two women administering drink and food to her; in the foreground
a woman seated, washing the infant; nine other women in the
room, drinking and talking with a child. An engraving on wood,
by Albert Durer—half sheet.

2. Anne in bed waited on by a female; her husband Joachim
cated by the bedside; God as an old man in the clouds, with
the- world in his hand, attended by augels; women dressing the
infant, preparing the cradle, airing linen, &c.  Engraved after
B. Spranger, 1584—Ilarge upright sheet.

1II. Tue VircIiN MarRy DMIRACULOUSLY ASCENDING THE
SteEPs OF THE TEMPLE.

Mary iv.—1. And when three years were expired, and the time of her
weaning complete, they bronght the Virgin to the temple with their
offerings. 4. And they put her upon one of the stairs. 6. In
the meantime the Virgin of the Lord in such a manuer went up all
the stairs one after another, without the help of any one to lead

her or lift her, that any one would have judged from hence that
she was of perfect age.

Mary ascending the steps of the temple ; the priests waiting at
the door above to receive her; Joachim and Anna in the crowd
below; Receivers of the offerings counting money, &c. Au en-
~raving on wood, by Albert Durer—half sheet.

1V. JosepH’s MIRACULOUS BUDDED Rop.

Mary, v.—16. Then according to this prophecy the high-priest
appointed that all men of the house and family of David who were
marriageable, and not married, should bring their several rods to
the altar. 17.—A4nd out of whatsoever person’s rod after it was
brought, a flower should bud forth, and on the top of it the Spirit of
the Lord should sit in the appearance of a dove, he should be the
man to whom the Virgin should be given and be betrothed,
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Protevangelion, viii.—11. And bekold a dove proceeded out of the rod,
and flew upon the head of Joseph. 12. And the high-priest
said, Joseph, Thou art the person chosen to take the virgin of the
Lord,

I. An interior—the birth-place of Christ; Joseph, with his

vudded rod ; offerings being presented, &c. Engraved by Jac.
Frey, after Sebast. Conca—large sneet,

2. Jesus in the Virgin’s lap holding Joseph’s budded rod in both
hands; theVirgin attracting his attention from it by showing him a
flower. Engraved by Joseph Juster, after Leonardi da Vinci—
folio.

3. Joseph seated with his budded rod in his lap, reading a
scroll.  Engraved by /. A. Morel, after Wicar—quarto.

4. Joseph with his budded red in his right hand, holding the
child on his left arm. An oval engraving, octavo size, with square
border for illumination, published at Paris by Gautier, 1818,

V. Crrist’s Birtu 18y A CAvE.

Protevangelion, xiv.—Then a bright cloud overshadowed the cave.

1 Infancy, i.—10. And behold it was all filled with lights greater than
tho lights of lamps and candles, and greater than the light of the
sun itself.

T hebirth of Christ in the cave, a great light from the infant;
Angels adoring him, others in a cloud above praying and praising.
Engraved by IWierix—small folio.

VI. FaiL or tHE IpOL 1N Ecyer.

Infancy, iv.—G. And now he drew near to a great city in which ther
was an idol,—13. And at tho same instant the idol fell down, and
at his fall all tho inhabitants of Egypt, besides others, ran together.

1. The flight into Egypt, an idol falling from a bracket attached
to a tree. IEngraved by Jokn Sadler, after AL De Vos—smal
folio,

2. The same subject. Kngraved by A, Wieriz—small 12mo

VII. Fricur or THE ROBBERS.

1 Infancy, v.—=3. They went therefore hence to the sceret place of
robbers who robbed travellers, asthey pass by, of their carriages

15
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and their clothes, and carry them away bound.—4. These thieves
upon their coming heard a great noise, such as the noise of a king
with a great army, and many horse, and the trumpets sounding, at
Lis departure from his own city ; at which they were so affrighted
as to leave all their booty behind them, and fly away in haste,

The arrival of the Holy Jamily, and the flight of the robbers.
An etching by Castiglione.

VIII. Tur Vircin MaRry wasHING CHRIsT's CLOTHES.

1 Infuncy viii. 9. 9] Hence they went to that sycamore tree which is now
called Matarea, 10. And in Matarea the Lord Jesus caused a
well to spring forth in which St. Mary washed kis coat. 11. And
a balsam is produced (or grows)in that country, from the sweat
which ran down there from the Lord Jesus.

1. Mary on her fknees washing linen at a spring-heaa, and

Christ taking it to Joseph, who hands it to two angels in a tree to
hang up to dry. Engraved by Veallet, from Albano— a large
sheet.

2. Another by Denoisé, from the same picture; rather smalles.

3 An Orleans Gallery print by Couche, from the same.

IX JosErH CARPENTERING—C HRIST ASSISTING HIM.

1 Infancy, xvi.—And Joseph, wheresover he went into the city, took
the Lord Jesus with him where he was sent for to make gates, or
milk pails, or sieves or boxes.

1. The infant in the cradle, Mary spinning from a distafl; full
avown angels attending them. Joseph working with his hatchet at a
beneh ; little angels raking together and picking up his chips, and
putting them in a Dbasket. An engraving on wood, by Albe ¢
Durer.

2. Joseph working at a bench for the building of a church or
monastery ; an archangel directing the work ; angels carrying the
boards, and flying up to the steeple with large beams; the Virgin
seated, rolling a swathe on a table with the child in her arms; an
angel airing a napkin at the fire, others in the clouds with music_
bookssinging. Engraved by J. Sadler, ufter Fred. Susiris.—small
folio, breadthways.
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3. The same subject; reversed, by R. Sadler

4. The Virgin seated with the child slceping in her arms; an
angel making up his bed in the cradle; another airing his napkin at
the fire-place : Joseph leaning over the back of her clair, with a chise}
in his right, and a mallet in his left hand. Engraved by Vander
Does, after Guellinus—{folio.

5] Jose}.)h at his carpenter’s bench chiselling wood ; Christ standing
at the end holding a lamp for him to see by; the Virgin behind
Engraved by Coelemans, after Bigot~-quarto.

6. Joseph at the work-bench making a chalk-linc on a board ;
Christ holding one eud of the line, and Joseph the other ; the Virgin
seated with work in her lap; Joseph’s budded rod in a vase. A
large engraving by J. Pesne, after An. Caracci.

7. Joseph planeing in a room; the Virging sewing; Christ
sweeping the shavings together with a broom. A small oval en-
graving, with Lalin letter-press beneath, from a foreign devo-
tional book.

8. ¢ Jesu CHRrisTr DEr DoMINI SALVATORIS NRI INFANTIA.
This is a set of sinall plates beautifully engraved Ly Jerome
Wieria : among them are the following subjects : 1. Joseph in a room
driving a wooden pin into the doorsill ; Christ sweeping up ehips,
and angels carrying them to Mary, who is at the fire cooking in a
skiliet. 2. Joseph and an angel driving nails into the frame-work
of a building ; Christ with a large augur boring a hole in a plank;
Mary reeling thread. 3. Joseph chipping a log; Christ and angels
picking up the ehips; Mary recling thread. 4. Joseph finishing the
ro0f of a house; Christ carrying a plank up a ladder; Mary comb-
ing flax. 5. Joseph building a boat; Christ caulking it, assisted b,
angels; Mary knitting. 6. Joseph driving posts into the ground ;
Christ nailing the rails, attended by angels. 7. Joseph and Christ
sawing across the trunk of a tree on the ground; an angel sitting
on cach end to steady it; Mary at a spinning wheel. 8. Joseph
and Christ sawing into planks a large beam, which is elevated on

a scaffold; Clhrist holding the saw, on the beam above, as the
15



112

topsman ; Joseph pulling below ; angels lifting wood, ana Mary
spinning,.

A Volume that I have, entitled the < Bgeek baa F dus
‘Yebew,'* contains Apoc. N. Test. subjects, with engravings on
wood, coloured. 1. A cut that occupies the whole of page 14, at
the top, in one comer, represents Issachar reproaching Joachim
for being without issue, and returning him his offerings ; in the other
corner the angel comforts Joachim, and appoints him to meet his
wife Anne at the Golden Gate; below, the angel consoles Anne
and tells her that she shall be no longer barren; in the other lower
corner appears the gate, with Joachim and Anne embracing. 2.
On page 15, isa cut of the Virgin at three years old, walking up the
fifteen steps of the temple to the astonishment of the priests. 3. A
cut on page 16, represents the men of the house of David with
rods, standing beside the altar in the temple; the priest before it
talking to Joseph, whosc rod has blossomed, with the Holy Ghost
as a dove sitting upon its top. 4. A cut of the flight into Egypt, is
on page 43, with two idols falling from their pillars before Chyist and
the V.rgin.

Haviug concluded a brief notice of some of this class of prints in
my possession, the following that T recollect to have seen may be
added : viz. 1. The Nativity of Christ, with the fwo midwives pre-
sent ; engraved by Ghisi—very Jarge. 2. The marriage of Joseph
and Mary, with Joseph's rod in flower, and the dove ; after a
picture by Parmegiano.~3. The same subject with Josepk's rod
budding, and the Holy Ghost coming down as the dove, after N,
Poussin.—4. The same subject, Joseph's rod budding &c. Jordano.
—There are prints of Amne and Joachim her husband, in the
English and foreign editions of the Golden Legend. Among the
Harleian MSS. an inventory of furniture at the old royal palace of
Greenwich, in the reign of Henry VIII. contains ¢ a tablet of our
Lady and St. Anne.’

Gough in his account of the splendid Bedfrd Missal, men-

#* I'olio, Breda, 1495,
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tions several of its sumptuous drawings that are clearly Apoc. N.
Test. subjects ; in particular, ¢ the angel announces to St. Aune,
the nativity of our Lady, and that she should bear the mother of our
Saviour.’”* 2. St. Anne and Joachim present the Virgin Mary
in the temple. 3. A representation of the idols falling in the flight
into Egypt.t+ 4. Another of the same subjecty  Perhaps M.
Gough’s account of a ¢man with the lily sceptre pursued by men
with staves,’§ may be found to be Joseph with his budded rod, and
the men of the house of David with theirrods.

It would weary the reader to enumerate similar illustrations of
these apocryphal snbjects. I shall therefore conclude by observing
that in the Salisbury Missal of 1534, there is a prayer with a preface,
stating that Pope Alexander VI. granted to all that said it devoutly
in the worship of St. Anne, and our Lady and her son, ten thousand
years of pardon for deadly sins, and twenty years for venial sins,
‘totiens quotiens;’
of Saint Anna, Maria, and Jesns, ¢ of the whyche Raymund the

also another prayer to be said before the image

cardinall and legate hath granted a C days of pardon, lotie’s quotiens.’
Before these prayers is a whole length wood-cut portrait of Anne,
with an emblazonment, on the front of her figure, of the Virgin
Mary, with the child Jesus in her arms. In the back-ground the
angel is appearing to Joachim, and Anne is meeting him at the
Golden Gate. On the next page there is a smaller cut of Amne
teaching the Virgin to read. Anne is represented in this way in
Les Ceremonies de la St. JMesse. The painters usually so
occupy her. ||

* Account of the Bedford Missal, 1794, 4t0. p. 78. 1 Ibid. p. 26,
I Ibid, p. 38. 2 Thid, p. 28.

{| Ribadeneira in his Lives of the Saints, (fol. 1730, vol. ii. p. 50.)
says, ¢ We cannot say any thing greater for the glory of St. ANNE, thau
to call her the mother of God, and grandmother of Jesus Christ. Tor
it cannot be questioncd, but that the same bountiful Lord hath furs
inished, beautified, and ennobled her purest soul with all those treasures
of virtues it was fitting she should be enriched and adorned with, who
was to be the grandmother of the Son of God,” The same author thus
apostrophises Joacuiy her husband. ¢ O, happy man, that was made
worthy to give to God the Father, a most pure and holy daughter ; te
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Cod the Son, an incomparable mother; to God the Holy Ghost, a most
chaste spouse, and the rich cabinet of the holy Trimity,” A tract
licensed by the Doctors in Divinity of the Faculty of Paris, in 1643, ¢in
order to maintain devotion to her,” is entitled, ¢ The Prerogatives of St,
Anne Mother of the Mother of God.’ The Doctors in setting forth the
sanctity of Anne, suppose that an eagle, preparing to make a rest, flies
about to choosc a tree surpassing all others in height and beauty, and
makes choice of the strongest Lranch, and nearest heaven. Imagine,
now, says the author, that God is this eagle, who running over with his
cyes, all the women who were to be, from the first to the last, perceived
not any one so worthy to receive the glorious virgin who was to be the
little nest of the heavenly eaglet who is the word incarnate, as St. Anne,
in whom he rested himself as in the tree of Paradise ;—so that God gave
to her merits the glorious advantage of concciving in her bowelsa
daughter, who merited the exalted dignity of becoming the mother of
God, and effecting the re-cstablishment of the universe. Consequently
in our nced we must address oursclves by St. Aune to the Virgin, and by
the Virgin to Jesus Christ, and by Jesus Christ to God his Father. By
the imitation of her virtues we revere her sanctity, and God sceing that
we have no present to approach his throne, his grandmother desires from

the souls who bear her name, that their hearts be always replenished
with grace. .

In the London Gazette, from Sept. 8 to Sept. 11, 1722, is the following
entry :—¢ IlanxoveR, Sept. Tth, N.S. This day died in the 89th year of
his age, M. Gerard Molan, Abbot of Lockumb, Primate of the States of
this Dutchy, Director of the churches and clergy in the Electorate, Head
of his Majesty’s ecclesiastieal court, and council there, and a member of
the English Socicty for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts.
¢ Notwithstanding.” says the Gazette, ¢his great age, he enjoyed till
his last sickness a firm health, with a vigour of body and mind equal to
his laborious employments. His great abilitics, his prudence, integrity,
and the indefatigable application, he shewed, in discharging the trust
reposed in him, gained him the special favour of his sovereign, the love
of those under his care, and the esteem of all that knew him. IHis pro-
found learning, ecxemplary piety, and truly Christian moderation
rendered him the ornament of the German Evangelick Clergy, so that
his loss i3 universally lamented.”

One of the frusts reposed in the Primate Molan, was that of ¢ Keeper
of @ noble collection of Relics ;> and one of his laborious employments,
the drawing up of a Catalogue Raisonnée in Latin of his precious charge.
I have in my possession an Tnglish translation of this catalogue by a
traveller, to whom he presented a Latin copy, and shewed the relics.
The MS. contains an account of Two Relics of St. ANNE, Mother of the
most glorious Virgin Mary; likewise a picce of her coat; also another
piece of her coat ; and furthermore a great picce of her coat, In the same
‘noble collection,’ are two relics of St. Clement, two of St. Barnabas,
and three of St. ITermas, whose writings are contained in the Apoe. N.
Test. Their relies are accompanied by others of cach of the twelve
Apostles ; also three relies of St. John the Baptist, and one of his teeth;
two relics of St. Thomas 4 Resket; six relies of the eleven thousand
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Virgins with three notable bones, and three great bones belonging to
them ; the shoulder-blade of St. George the Martyr, a piece of his arm,
one of his ribs, and a piece of his back ; an arm of St. Lawrence ; ‘a
thumb of St. Mark, from his body at Venice, which wants it,’ the claws
of a crab belonging to St. Peter ; two pieces of Aaron’srod ; an entire
arm of St. Bartholomew ; an arm of St. Mary Magdalen, and a piece of
her head ; some oil from the breast of the Virgin ; some of her hair ;
several other relics of her, and a piece of her mbstone ; two pieces of
the table at which Christ supped; some of the ointment he was
anointed with ; three picces of the pillar at which he was scourged ; two
thorns from his crown ; nine picces of his cross ; some of his blood ; and
his handkerchief. These relics of St. Axxg, and the rest I have
mentioned, with a multitude of others, are the ancestral property of
His present Majesty king George the Tourth, Tho MS. says, that
¢ this is most certain, that all travellers, that have been in all parts of
the world, and come to Hanover and seen these relics, with one voice
confessthat so vast a treasure of most valuable relics, so finely adorned, is
hardly to be seen, or indeed not at all to be scen together in any one
place whatever—and they are now preserved in the Electoral Chapel,
and readily and willingly shewn to all that desire to see them.’

JoacHiy, on his festival in the old Roman Missal, is thus addressed,

O Joachim, husband of St. Anne, and father of the Blessed Virgin,
from hence bestow saving help on thy servants.” The last of somo
Latin verses in the same servico is thus translated by DBp. Patrick,
(Devot. of Rom. Ch. p. 396.)

Aund now thowrt placed among the blest so high,
Thou canst do every thing thou art inclined to ;
Thy nephow, Jesus, sure will not deny,
Much less thy danghter, what thou hast a mind to.

ANXE, his wife, was also supplicated for the remission of sin, and
honoured with hymns, and other devotions. She is spoken of by
English writers with great respect. In € fthe new Notborune mayde upo’
the passio’ of cryste, (imprynted at London by John Skot, 12mo. ;) a
rare poemn,s occasioned by the old ballad of the Not-browne MMayde, in
Arnold’s Chronicle, 1521, (of which latter, Prior's Nutbrown Maid, is
an altered version,) ANNE is honoured, by .the author making Christ
himself mention her, in answer to one of Mary’s expostulations in behalf
of maukind ;

Lo, thus, good mayde
The doughter of Saynt Anne,
Man hate exylede
From hym your chylde,
Lyent as a banysshed man..
That ANNE was in good estimation may be well imagined from there

being in Londoen, four churehes dedicated to her, besides upwards of
1hirty thoroughfares in the mectropolis called by her name. Tn the
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Calendar to the Catholic Chureh Service, ( Laity’s Directory, 1822,) her
birth-day the 26th of July, is marked as a high festival of devotion. The
Wedding-Ring of JoacuiM and ANNE has also had its due share of
respect, for it was kegt by the nuns of St. Anne at Rome. and worked
miracles, It was stolen during the sacking of that city under the
pontificate of Clement VII, but was wonderfully brought back and laid
upon a stone by a erow.

An account of the houours to the Virgin MRy, would exceed the
limits of this volume. Some notion of it may be formed from the fact,
that upwards of three thousand different engravings of her were in the
Collection of Prints, made by the Abbe Marolles, The miracles she is
recorded to have worked are almost innumerable. ¢ At one time they
make her come down from heaven, to sipport an arch thief at the
gallows, who was hanged for his rogueries, but was withal a great devotee
of her’s ; at another, she comes to darn Thomas of Canterbury’s eoat,
which happened to be torn upon the shoulders ; then she is at the pains
of wiping the sweat from the faces of the Monks of Clairraux, while they
are at work ; at another time she discharges the duty of a certain abbess
who was rammbling up and down the country with a monk who had
debauched her ; she sings matins for a monk who had asked her to sup-
ply his place! and they even make her comne down to let a young
fellow blood."—( Conform. oet. Anc. and Mod. Cerem. p. 144,) The vene-
ration in which she is held at this day may be gathered from a
perusal of ¢ The Devotion and Office of the Sacred Heart of our Lord
Jesus Christ, with its nature, origin, progress, §c., including the Devotion
to the Sacred Heart of the Blessed Virgin Muary,’ 11th edit, Keating
and Co., 1816, 18mo.).

JosEpu the husband of Mary is also highly distinguished by wor-
ship appointed to him. This appears from a recent devotional work,
entitled, ¢ Reflections on the prerogatives, power, and protection of St.
JosePu, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, with several devotions to the
said most glerious Patriarck.” (Keating, 1812, 18 mo.) Worship to
Joseph was first assigned about 1370, in the reign of Pope Gregory
XI. when a chapel being consecrated to. St. Joseph in the cathedral
of Avignon, the pope placed his coat of arms about it in large
escutcheons of stome. He increased the revenues of the canons, and
ordained that the confraternity of Bachelors and sodality of Virgins
belonging to it, in the procession on his festival, should carry in
their hands posics of flowers emblematical of the fragrance of his
virtues. ¢ In our age,” says the author, ¢devotion to him is universal
throughout the habitable world : but why, says the modern critic, wh
were the glorious merits of St. Joseph so long concealed ? Why not
eenerally made known to Christians before the fourteenth century ?
The aunthor answers that ¢true believers are to tremble at whys and
wherefores in divine government—it is unpardonable presumption to
enter into the Omnipotent’s hidden secrets, and damnable curiosity
to dive into his secret decrees.” He observes that he cannot forbear
remarking how unjust the common pencils.are to St. Joseph,
by representing him as to age and features,” not becoming the
foster-father of Jesus, and the spouse of Mary; he says that
in all probability the Son of God would not provide a husband to
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his beloved mother, who had the least personal defect; and that although
he might be forty when the virgin was fourteen, yet he ought not to be
s0 exposed ag leaning on a staff, and so decripit as almost to be useless,
when he was vigorous and able to work thirty years in serving the sacred
family both at home and abroad. He adds, that St. Barnard thinks
St. Joseph was the likeness of Mary, and that thelearned Gerson affirms
that the face of Jesus resembled the face of Joseph; and he remarks,
that, as ¢ Tt would be reviving the blasphemous heresy of stigmatised
Cerinthus to assert, that Jesus was by nature the real son of Joseph,
yet he must be looked on as his legitimate parent, and entitled in all
things to the right of paternity except that of generation, which the
eternal Father supplied, by infusing into the husband of Mary, a pater-
nal love for her son Jesus. A child lawfully conceived in matrimony,
may strictly call the husband father, which title the Ioly Ghost honours
St. Joseph with, by the mouth of the immaculate Virgin, yous father
and I have sought you sorrowing. (St. Luke, ii. 48.) Children reputed
by common fame to belong to such a parent, or those who are adopted,
have a right to inherit titles and patrimonies; much more Jesus who
was born of Mary, Joseph’s wife; for according to the improved axiom
of the law, whatever grows in, or is built upon another's soil, belongs to
the owaner thereof.” The work has many accounts of miracles performed
by Joseph; the following may be quoted as an example—* It is a matter
of fact, that a person of quality having lost all his children by witch-
craft a few days after their birth, was counselled by one who had too
great an insight into that black and diabolical art, to name his rext son
Joseph ; it was done, and the child lived to inherit his father’s estate
and honour.” There are also in this book, directions for choosing St. Jo-
seph as a patron, with lis office, litany, a hymn in his honour, his beads,
seven prayers in honour of his seven dolours and seven joys, and other
exercises, A prelude to one of the meditations is in these words : ¢Ima-
gine yourself to be in the temple of Jerusalem when the high-priest gave
to Joseph the immaculate Virgin Mary, How the patriarch espoused
her, by putting a 7ing upon her finger, with other ceremonies according
to the written law, in token that he made her partaker of all his goods,
and took her under his proteetion.—

The Wedding-Ring of Mary and JosErm was of onyx or amethyst,
wherein was discerned a representation of the flowers that budded on
his rod. It was discovered in the year 996, in this way. Judith, the
wife of Hugo, Marquess of Etruria, being a great lover of jewels, em-
ployed ono Ranerius, o skilful jeweller and lapidary of Clusium, to go to
Rome to make purchases for her. There he formed an intimacy with a
jeweller from Jerusalem, who, when Ranerius was about to return home,
professed great affection, and offered him a ring as a pledge of friendship,
Ranerius looking upon it as of little value, declined it with a slight com-
pliment ; but the jeweller from the Holy Land bade him not contemn it,
for it was the wedding-ring of Joseph and the blessed Virgin, and made
him take it with an especial charge that it should not fall into the hands
of a wicked person. IRanerius, still careless of what he said, threw it
into a little chost with articles of inferior value, where it remained until
his forgetfulness cost him dear : for when his son was only ten yoars old,
(the number of vears that his father disregarded the Virgin’s ring), the
boy died and was carried to his burial But, behold as the hearse went
forward, on a sudden the dead child rose from the coffin, ordered the
bearers to stop, and calling to his father, told him, that by favour of the
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blessed Virgin he was come from heaven to tell him that as he had con-
temned religion by concealing her most holy ring in a common heap, he
must immediately send for it, and publicly produce it, that it might be
openly venerated. The chest being brought and delivered into the son’s
hand, he presently found the ring, although he had never seen it beforo ;
then most reverently kissing it, and showing it to the spectators, they
religiously adored it during the joyful pealing of the bells which rung ot
their own accord; whereupon, ordering himself to be carried to the
place where he desired to be buried, he delivered the ring to the curate
of the parish, and then laying himself down in the coffin, he was inter-
red.—This ring wrought many miracles : ivory ones touched with it
worn by women in difficult labour relieved then ; an impression of it in
wax, applied to the hip, removed the sciatica ; it cured discases of the
eyes, reconciled married people that quarrelled, and drove out devils.
Five centuries afterwards, in 1473, the church of DMMusthiola, where it
effected these wonders, becoming ruinous, the ring was deposited with a
religious community of the Franciscans at Clusium. One of the
brethren of the order named Wintherus, a crafty German, and very
wicked, having vbtained from the magistrates an appointment to shew
the ring, on a certain occasion after exhibiting it at the end of his ser-
mon stooped down, as if he was pntting it into the place provided for it,
but instead of doing so he slipped it up his sleeve, and privily conveyed
himself and the ring from the city across the water. All'was well so far,
but when he got iuto a neighbouring field it suddenly becume dark, so
that not knowing which way to go, but well knowing what was the
matter, he liung the ring on a tree, and falling on the ground penitently
confessed his sin to it, and promised to return to Clusium if it would
dispel the darkness,  On taking it Jown it emitted a great light which
l'e took advantage of to travel to Perusia, where he sojourned with the
Augustan friars till he determired on making another effort to carry it
into Germany. He was again hindered by the darkness rcturning. It
infested him and the whole city for twenty days, Still he resolved not
to return to Clusium, but told his story in great confidence to his landlord,
one Lucas Jordanus, who with great cunning represented to him his
danger from the Clusiuns. and the benefits he would receive from the
Perusians if he bestowed the ring on that city. Wintherus followed his
advice. As soon as the ring was shown to the people the darkness dis-
appeared, and Wintherus was well provided for in the house of the
magistrate. Meanwhile the bishop of Clusium coming to Perusia, endea -
voured in vain to regain the relie. The city of Sena sent an ambassador
to : ssist the claim of the Clusivns; he was entertained by the Perusians
with great respect, but they informed him that having used no saerile-
gious arts to obtain the blessed Virgin’sring, they respected her too much
to restore it to its owners; that they received it within their walls with
as much respeet as they would do the Ark of the Covenant, and would
defend their holy prize by force of arms. The bercaved Clusians laid the
case before Pope Sixtus 1V, and the Pernsians did the same. Wintherus
was ordered by the Pope on the importunity of the Clusians, into closer
conficement; but as the heat abated he passed a merry life in Perusia,
and at his death the Franciscans and the canons of St. Lawrence dis-
puted for the possession of his body. This honour was in the end
obtained by the latter, in whose chapel he was buried before an altar
dedicated to St. Joseph and the Virgin; and a monumnent was erected
by the Perusians to the ring-stealer’s memory, with an inscription which
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acknowledged that the receivers werc as much indebted to him for it as
if it had been his own property and he had offered it of his own accord.
In the pontificate of Innocent 1I1. A.D. 1486, the arbitrament of the:
dispute was left to Cardinal Piccolominzus, who adjudged the relic to
Perusia. The important deeision was celebrated in that city by every
imaginable expression of joy, and for the greater honour of the sacred
ring a chapel was built for it in the church of St. Lawrence, with an
inseription, informing the reader that there the untouched mother, the
queen of heaven, and her spouse, were worshipped; that there in the
_sanctuary of her wedding ring, she lent a gracious ear to all prayers;
and, that he that gave the ring (Wintherus), defended it by his protec-
tion. The pencil was called in to grace the more substantial labours of
the architect. A curious picture represented the high priest in the temple
of Jerusalem, taking Joseph and Mary by their hands to espouse them
with the venerated ring ; one side cf the solemnity was graced by a band
of virgins, the companions of Mary during her education; the other side
was occupied by a company of young men, Joseph’s kinsmen of the house
of David, holding their withered rods. The imagination of the artist
employed one of these in breaking his own rod across his knee, as envious
of Josepl’s, which by its miraculous budding, had ended the hopes of all
who by the proclamation had become candidates for her hand. In addi-
tion to this an altar was raised and dedicated to St. Joseph ; his statue
was placed at its side; his birth-day was kept with great pomp; a
society of seculars called his Fraternity was instituted to scrve in the
chapel jointly with the clergy of St. Lawrence; and on the joint festival
of the Virgin and her spouse, the splendid selemnity was heightened by
the solemn exhitition of their ring, and by the picture of their miraculous
nuptials being uncovered to the eager gaze of the adoring multitude. —
Bp. Patrick’s Devot. of Rom. Ch. p. 46.

The miracles of the wedding ring of Joseph and Mary were trifling in
comparison to its miraculous powers of multiplying itself, It existed in
different churches of Europe at the same time, and each ring being a
genuine as tho other, each was paid the same honours by the devout,



120

V. THE DESCENT INTO HELL.

¢ Mr. Warton, who smiles at the idea of their having anciently coui-
mitted to the blacksmiths the handling of the L urijfication, an old play ss
called, would have have had still greater reason, eould he have assigued
with truth to the company of taylors the Descent into Hell?
Rev. John Braud, Hist, of Newcastle, v.ii. p. 370. .

!

Pux Covenuy Mystery of Christ’s Descent into Hell, consists of
only six verses;® in one of which Christ expresses his determination
to release the souls ¢ from the cindery cell.” Such brevity was
occasioned, perhaps, by the subject being very hacknied. But the
Chester Mystery of the same subjectt is a tedious paraphrase of
circumstances in the Gospel of Nicodemus;t to which is added in
one of the copies§ by way of epilogue, the lumentation of a cheating
Chester alewife, on being compelled to take up her abode with the
‘evils; one of whom she endeavours to wheedle by calling him her
“sweet Mr. Sir Sathanas,” from whom she receives the compliment
of being called his ¢dear darling.’

Im sirictness, the prints that I have, which illustrate this event,
should have been described with the other engravings from Apo-
cryphal New Testament story, but it seemed better to connect

them with other particulars on the same subject; aund accordingly

* Cotton MS. Pageant xxxiii. t Harl, MS. 2124,
1 Apoc. N, Test. Nicodemus, xiii. 14. to xx. 14.—The Gospel of Nico-
demus in Anglo-Saxon, by Allfric Abbot, of St. Albans, in the year 920,
with fragments of the Old Testament in the same language, was pub-

lished by Dr. Hickes at Oxford, in 1698.—Lewis's Hist. of Transl. of
the Bible, p. 8.

¢ Harl. M. S, 203
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they succeed the following extracts from the Apocryphal Gospel on
which they are founded,

Nicodemus, xii.—38. In the depth of hell in the blackness of darknoss,
on a sudden there appeared the colour of the sun like gold, and a
- substantial purple coloured light, enlightening the place.

xv.—1. While all the saints of hell were rejoicing, beliold Satan the
prince and captain of death, said to the prince of hell.—2. Prepare
to receive Jesus of Nazareth himself, who boasted that he was the
Son of God, and yet was & man afraid of death, and said my soul
is sorrowful even to death.

xvi.—19. The mighty Lord appeared in the form of a mau. 20,
And with his inviocible power visited those who sat in the deep
darkness by iniquity, and the shadow of death by sin,

xvil, 13, Then the king of glory, trampling upon death, seized the
priice of hell, deprived him of all his power,

xix.—12. And taking hold of Adam by his right hand, he ascended
from hell, and all the saints of God followed him,

ENGRAVINGS,

1. A landscape with a view of the carth beneath, containing a
scmi-section of hell, which is a globe divided into four parts: 1.
‘I'he devil sitting on the body of Judas in the centre, surrounded by
a body of firc containing the damned in torment. 2, The compart-
ment surrounding the centre is the ftame of purgatory, with its in
habitants. 3. The next circle is the limbo of infants whose heat
scems to be less fierce. 4. The outer circle is the limbo of the
Iathers to which Christ has penctrated from his grave, with a banner
surrounded by a light cloud filled with angels. Ingraved by st
Wierix, after B. Puss—smal! folio.

2, Chuist within the porch of hell bearing a banner in his left hand;
Adam who holds the cross of wood, with Eve and a crowd of others
are behind him; he is stooping down to receive persons who are
grasping his right hand from a dark entrance; a furious devil is
striking at him with the end of a pointed staff, from a square hole
above; hell-gates lie broken on the ground, while a demon flying in
the air blows a horn. A fine engraving on wood by .ilbert Durer
1510—small folio.

3. The same subject varied a little, Au engraving on copper by
A, Durer—small squar quarto.
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4. The same subject further varied. Engraved by A. Durer
1512, duodecimo. '

5. The same subject more varied, Engraved by Jerome Wieriz—
small,

6. Christ bursting hell gutes ; a devil throwing stones at him from
the battlement—a very early engraving on wood, before the time of
Wolgemuth,

7. A devil holding up the broken gate with his left arm, and beating
back Adam and Eve with a large splinter of wood in his right hand
to prevent their escape. Ingraved by Martin Schaen.

The ¢ Pilgremage of the sowle,” a spiritual romance with beauties
that delighted our forefathers, was printed by Caxton, in 1483, 1
have a MS. in French from which Caxton’s work is translated, with
fifty-six coloured drawings intersperscd by the amanuensis, three. of
which are entire sections of the subterranean hell, divided into com-
partments, conformably to the print by Wierix. This arrangement of
hellis attributed to Cardinal Bellarmine, but the Cardinal only repeated
what had been previously described ; for my MS was written in thg
year 1435, a century before the Cardinal was born.  From an appro-
i)riation of punishmen tothe seven deadly sins, it has sometimes been
supposed that hell has been divided into as many compartments, The
goldsmiths Baldini and Boticelli, very early, if not the earliest
engravers, executed a print wherein the damned are represented in
separate places of torment which resemble ovens, each inscribed with
a particular vice;* and Erasmus mentions certain divines who
make as many divisions in hell and purgatory, and describe
as many different sorts and degrees of punishment as if they
were very well acquainted with the soil and situation of these infernaj
regions.+

But to return from this excursion: I would observe that in the
¢ Boeck van Jhesus leven,’§ there is a wood engraving of the

* Laundscer’s Lectuves on Kngraviag, p. 251,
t Erasmus’s Praise of Folly, 12mo, 1724, p. 109
¢ Mentioned at p. 12
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Descent into Hell, representing Christ standing with his banner
in front of hell, its gates off the hinges, and Adam and Eve with
other souls praying to him for their release: by the side of this
cut the devil is depicted on his knees with his claws folded
across his breast, and bending in a posture of supplication. There
are also wood cuts of this subject in two editions of the ¢ Diblia
Pauperum,’ a block book; and another in the ¢Speculum [Humana
Salvationis,” besides others in works of almost equal curiosity, whose
titles escape my recollection. It seems that there was formerly in
Canterbury cathedral a painted glass window of ¢ Christus spoliat
Infernum.’* Probably it was put up as a suitable illustration to the
Gospel of Nicodemus which Erasmus, when he visited England, saw
chained to the pillars of that cathedral for the edification of the visitors. |
The ancients represented Christ like a mighty champion entering the
territories of hell, and fighting for the space of three days with the
devil till he had broken the strength of his malice, and quite destroyed
nis power and force, and brought with him the holy souls he desired

to release. ¥

BeRrnarpiNUs DE BusTis in his seventeenth sermon on theRosary
printed at Hagenaw in 1850, affirms, that the hole wherein the cross
stood went down into limbus, a horrible prison, where the fathers were
near to the horrible devils under the earth, and ¢hat the blood of
Christ descended thereby, which when they felt they rejoiced, and
then appeared the soul of Christ which illuminated the whole place ;
e saluted them, shook them by the hand, blessed them, and drew
them out.|| The concluding scene has been usually selected by the
artist for the exercise of bis pencil. The Gospel of Nicodemus seems
to have been the principal source from whence poets and painters of
former times deseribed the Descent into Hell, Belief in the event
may be traced so far back as the second century. Though the various

* QOrnaments of Churches Considered, 4to. appendix, p. 8.
+ Lrasmus’s Colloquies by Baily, 8vo. 1725, p. 354.
1 King’s History of the Apostles’ Creed, 8vo. 1757, p. 223,
f| Carlil on the Descent of Christ, 12mo. 1582, p. 98,
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modifcations that belief has undergone, rather belongs to theological
nquiry, and would encumber mine, yet 1 propose to lay before the
reader a few references concerning its antiquity and adaptation to
popular understanding.

The Vision of Peirs Ploughman, a poem, written according to
Warton, about 1384, but according to Dr. Whitaker about 1362,
and ascribed to Robert Langland, a secular priest in the county of
Salop, was first printed in 1553, and lastly from a MS. contemporary
with the author in 1813.% This ancient work contains an elaborate
description of Christ’s descent into hell, which on comparison will be
found to have been taken from the Gospel of Nicodemus: some
extracts are annexed with their paraphrase in modern English prose
subjoined,

¢ Wiche a light and wick a leom lay by fore helle,’t
What a light and a gleam appeared in the front of hell !

¢ Lo helle myghte nat holde bote openede tho God tholede
And let out Symonde’s sones,”f

Lo, hell could not contain but opened to those who awaited God, and let
out the sons of Simeon. (Nicodemus, xiii, 13, &e.)

¢ Aitolite portas principes vestras, elevamini porte eternales, &e,
A voys loude in thatlight to Lueifer seido
Princes of this palys un do the gates,
For here cometh with coronne the xynge of alle glorie,
Then syhede Satan, and seide—||

¢ Lift up your great gates, and ye cverlasting doors be ye opened.” In
that light a voice cried aloud to Lucifer: Princes of this palace open the
gates, for here cometh witl his crown the King of glory. Then Satan
groaned and said,

¢ Ac rys up Ragamoflyn. and reche me alle the barres
Ar we throw bryghtnesse be blent. barre we the gates
Cheke we and cheyne we. and eche chiyne stoppe
And thow Astrot hot out. and have oute knaves
Coltyng and al hus kynne. our catel to save
Brynston boilaunt brenning. out casteth hit

* The Vision of Peirs Ploughman, by Dr. T, D. Whitaker, 1813, 4to
+ Tbid. p. 346, T Ibid. p. 358. | Ibid. p. 834.
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Al hot in here heve des, thay entren in ny the walles
Setteth bowes of brake, a brasene gonnes

And sheteth out shot e ynowh,”*

Arise Ragamuffin and bring all the bars, before we are blinded with the
brightness.  Bar we now the gates, bolt we and chain we, and stop up
every chink. And thou Astaroth go forth and muster the servants, Colting
and all his kindred, to save our chattels. Cast boiling and burning brim-
stone, all kot, upon their heads who shall enter within these walls, Set the
steel bows, and brazen guns, and shoot out shot in plenty.

$Yf he reve me of my ryght. he robbeth me by mastrie
For by ryght and reson. the reukes that beon here
Body and soule beth myne. bothe good and ille

For lie hyms self hit seide. that syre is of helle

That Adam and Eve. and al hus issue

Sholden deye with deol. and here dwelle evere

Yf thei touchede a treo. other toke ther of an appel
Thus thees lorde of light such a lawe made

And sutthe he is so lecl a lord. ich leyve that he wol nat
Reven ous of oure ryght. sutthe reson hem dampned
And sutthe we han be seosed. sevene thowsend wynt.’t

If he bereave me of my right, ke shall rob me by jforce; since by right
and reason the rooks that ave here are mine, body and soul, good and bad.
Jor he himself who is Lord of hell said, that Adam and Eve and all their
issue should die with sorrow, and dwell kere for ever if they touched a tree,
or took an apple therefrom. Thus this Lord of light made such a law, and
since he is a Lord of truth, I believe that he will not deprive us of our vight
because they are rightfully damned, and because we have been seized of them

seven thousand years.

¢ What lord ert thu quath Lucifer. a voys a loud seyde
The lord of myght and of man. that made all thynges
Duke of this dymne place. a non undo the gates
That Crist nowe comen in. the kynges sone of hevene
And with that breth helle brake. with alle Beliales barres
TFor eny wye other warde. wyde openede ze gates.’}:
What Lord art thou? said Lucifer. A voice cried aloud, the Lord of
power and of man, who inade all things, the ruter of this dark place, open

the gates forthwith, that Christ the son of the King of heaven may come in.
And with that breath hell burst, and all Belial’s hars, notwithstanding the

wuard, the gates flew wide open.
‘Lo me lier quath our lorde, lyf and soule bothe
TFor alle syrnful soules. to save oure beyere ryght.’||
Belold me Lere quoth our Lord, botk life and soul for all sinners to save
our brethren.

 —— i

* Ibid. p, 234, t Ibid. p. 858. 1 Ibid, p. 858, || Ibid. p. 359,
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¢ For the lesynge that thow Lucifer. lowe til Epe.

Thow shalt abygge bitere quath God. and bond hym with cheynes
Astrott and alleo there. hudden hem in heornes

Thei dorst nat loken on oure Lorde. the leste of hem alle

Bote leot hym leden forth wich hym luste. and leve wiche him lykede '*

For the falsekoods wherewit!: thou Lucifer liedst unto Eve. thou shalt
abide crushed, quoth God ; aud he bound him with chains. Astorath and
the rest hid themselves in droves. The mosi distant of them all durst not

look on Christ, but let him take away whom he desired, and leave whom he
pleased.

A volume in the British Musemn* containing a collection of MS,
Poeins, dated the 34th year of K. Henry VI, (about 1456), preserves

poem entituled, HWhat Chryst hath done for wus; wharein
Christ says,

To helle I went this chartre to schewe,
Before thy fo Sathanas, that schrewe ;
Ite was schent, and brought to grounde,
Thorow maylys bore, and sperys wounde 3
A charter com’an made was

Bytwene me and Sathanas,

All my catel to have away

That he me reft——

In the same volume Qur Lady’s Soung of the Chyld that soked
» brest, relates that afier the death of Christ,

Then to hello he toke ye way

Wt woundys wyde & all bloody ;
Ye foule fendys to aflray

Wt hym he bar ye cros of tre.

Helle gatys full opyn to put fre
When my sone wyth houd hem blest,
Ye fendys roryd wher they hym se :—
Ye chyld ys resyn that soke my brest.

Adam & Eve wyth hym he take,
Kyng Davyd, Moyses, & Salamon ;
And haryed hell every noke,
Wythyn hyt left he soulys non,

But fendys yn hyt to dwelle allon
Lucyfer ther hard he prest

G 0 13 wiBg

¢ Ibid, p. 363. t Harl. ML. 5398.
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Theryn to byde as stylle as ston :—
The chyld is resyn that soke my brest.

Thus ’comyfte he the fendys fele,

And toke hys pray that he had boght ;
And put hym yn to endles wele,—

Ther joye & blys fayles noght.

The Worlde and the Chylde, a Dlorality printed in 1522, mea.
tions the release of the souls. Perseverance, one of the dramuti;
personz, rehearsing ¢ the xii. Artycles of the fayth,’ says,

The fyfth artycle I shall yo tell ;

Than the spryghte of godhed went to hell,

And brough’ ut the soules that there dyde dwell
By the power of his own myght,

Iu the articles of, Pierce Ploughman’s Crede,* an old productioi,
but not so old as the Vision, it is rehearsed that Christ was
crucified,

And sythen his blessed body was in a stone byried
And descended a doun to the derk helle
And fet out our formfaders,

WiLLiaM DuNBAR’s Resurrection of Chrysie,4+ a Poem in the
Bannatyne MS. 1568, begins—

Done is a battell on the dragon blak,

Our campioun Chryst confoundit hes his force,
Tho yettis of hell ar brokin with a crak,

The signe triumphall rasit is of the croce ;
The divillis trymmillis with hiddous voce,

The saulis ar borrowit, and to the bliss can go,
Chiryst with his blud our ransoms dois indoce ;
Surrexit Dominus de sepulchro.

* * *

The fo is chasit, the battell is done ceis,

The presone brokin, the jevellours fleit and flemit
The weir is gon, confermit is the peis,

The fetteris lowsit, and the dungeon temit, &ec.

Pierce the Pionghman’s Crede was first printed in 1553,
Aucient Scottish I’oems, 12mo, Ldinb. 1770, p. 85,
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Bieaop CoRBET, in his witty Itinerary of
Foure Clerkes of Oxtord, doctours two, and two

That would be docters,

lanients the scculavization of church appurtenances at Banbury by
the puritans, who he describes as,’

They which tell
That Christ hath nere descended into hell,
But to the grave.x

Not to trouble the reader with further poetical recognitions of this
subject, he is presented with a few opinions more gravely delivered
by persons of higher authority in other respects, and some of then
living in the earliest ages.

Joux Bovs, dean of Canterbury, where he died in 1625, says in
one of his sermons, that, ‘hell is under the earth and twofold ;
namely, 1. The pit of the dead or the grave which is upper hell. 2.
The pit of the damned, which is the nethermost heii; and that
Christ descended into (he nethermost hell where sinners are punished
eternally, not to suffer any punishment, but as a conqueror to triumph
over death and the devil in their own kingdoms. 4

Bisior LATIMER in a sermon before King Edward VI, says, ‘I
offer it unto you to consider and weigh it, there be some great clerks
that take my part, and I perceive not what evil can come of it, in
saying, that our Saviour Christ not only in soul descended into hell,
but also he suffered in hell such pains as the damned spirits did
suffer there. Surely I believe verily, for my part, that he suffered
the pains of hell proportionally, as it correspondeth and answereth to
the whole sin of the world. He would not suffer only bodily in the
carden aud upon the cross, but also in his soul, when it was I:rom the
body, which was a pain due for our sin, Some write so, and I can

* Corbet’s Poems by Gilchrist, p. 202. Richard Corbet was succes-
tively chaplain to James I., dean of Christchurch, Bishop of Oxfords
and Bishop of Norwich : he died in 1632,

1 Boys's Lostils, fol, 1629, p. 936,
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believe it, that he suffered in the very plaee, and I cannot tell
what it is, call it what ve will, even in the scalding house, in the
uglisomeness of the place, in the presence of the place, such pains
as our capacity cannot attain unto.”

CaLviy Leld the opinion that ¢he soul of Christ in the descent
into hell, really suffered the pains of the damned, and that those
which are saved by his death should have endured in hell the tor-
ments of the damned, but that he being their surety, suffered those
torments for them.4

AvcusTINE, a father of the church in the 4lh and 5th cen-
tury, says, that he could not find where the habitation of the
souls of the just is in Scripture called hell; that he never met
with the word ¢ Hell’ used in a good sensein the canonical Scrip-
ture; that it is probable there were two hells divided by the
great gulph, one where the just were at peace; the other where
the souls were tormented ; that the ancient saints were in a place
-emotc from torment, yet that they were in hell till the blood of
Christ, and his descent thither, delivered them; and that since
that time the souls of believers go to hell no more’

JEroME, a father of the chureh in the 4th century, aflirms
that the blood of Christ quenched the flaming sword at the en-
trance of paradise, that the thief entered it with Christ, followed
by the souls of all the saints who had been before datained in
hell; and that the souls of all good men do now instantly pass te
paradise upon their dissolution.§

Artuaxasivs a father of the church in the 4th cenluay, has
a picce attributed to him by some, but denied by others, which
enjoins the reader to remember the twelfth hour, for in that
our Saviour descended into hell; hell shuddered in beholdiog
Lim, and cried aloud, who is he that cometh with great power ?
who is he that trampleth on the brazen portals of hell, and un-
bindeth the chain of my captives?|| Bishop Pearson says that

® Latimer’s Scermons, 4to. 1635, p. 86.

} Pearson on the Creed, fol. 1741, p. 231.

1 King on the Creed, p. 211 ¢ Tbid. p. 210.
| Hayley’s Tissay on Old Maids, v. ii, p. 195.
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Athanasius, speaking of Christ triumphing over Satan, mentions
hell spoiled, to wit, of those souls which, before, it kept in hold.*

Erirnasivs, a father of the church in the 4th century,
writes that the soul of Christ desccnded into the nethermost parts
where Death and Hell being ignorant of his divinity, assaulted
his soul ; that he broke the sting of death, rent in sunder the ada-
mantine bars, loosed the bonds of hell, and brought from thence
soMe of the captive souls, as a pledge to those ne left behind,
that they should arrive unto the same liberty.+

Origen and Awmsrose, fathers of the church in the 3rd
century, were of opinion, that before the death of Christ the
souls of the patriarchs went to hell, where they remained in joy
and happiness till the separated soul of Christ descended into
those infernal regions, and breaking the bonds thereof, freed the
capdives and led them into hearven, whither the souls of all be-
lievers do now instantly go.

CLEMENT ALEXANDRYUS, a father of the church in the 2nd
century, was of opinion that Christ descended down into hell
to preach the Gospel to the departed souls, and that he saved
many of them, that is, all that believed; and that the apostles
also after their death descended likewise into the same place, and
for the same purpose.§

PrupENTIUS, a Christian Poet, who flourished in the fourth
century, speaking of Christ’s resurrection, says, ‘I remember
that a corporeal God casily came up again from Plegethon,” the
place wherein the souls are tormented. In another of his pieces
he addresses Lazarus in these terms, ¢ Tell us whose voice you
heard under the lowest places of the earth, and what force went
through the hidden places where the dead make their abode.
since when Christ recalled you, and ordered you to come forth
from the black depth wherein you was, you heard as if you had
been near. By what so neighbouring an abyss is the kingdom of

. — —

* Pearson on Creed, p. 250. n. .
t King on the Creed, p. 223. 1 King on the Creed, p. 209.
g Daille’s Right usc of the Fathers, 4to. 1675, part ii. p. 67.
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darkness almost joined with the upper parts of the earth? where
is the dismal Tenarus by which they go down through a vast ex-
tent ? and that hidden river which rolls flames in its channel
which nothing can fill ? The same Poet speaking in one of his
Hyns of Christ’s descent into the place of torment, relates that
¢ the spirits of the wicked, the night in which God came from the
lakes of Acheron had some solemn releases from their torments,
Tartarus languished with milder punishments ; the people of the
shades free from fire, were glad to have some rest in their prison,
and the rivers of brimstone did not boil as they were wont to do.

From these citations it will appear that the descent of Christ
into hell, and his carrying away the souls, is a most ancieat doc-
trine. In one thing il the Fathers agree, that kell is below the
surface of the earth, and most of them suppose in its eentre, where
the souls of the dead both good and bad await the final doom;
the good in a state of quiescence, the bad in a state of torment.
They all likewise agree that Christ descended into hell, but there
is a great diversity of opinion among them as to the part of hell
‘nto which Le descended. Some believe that Christ descended
to the souls of those who died in the fear of God, and led them
with him into heaven: some again think that the souls of the
good are still in a subterranean place which they cail Abrahamn’s
bosom, where they are to stzy till the day of resurrection ; others,
who are of pinion that hell denotes cnly a place of torment, say,
that Christ really descended into the place where the devils and
wicked men are tormented, and they believe that he delivered the
souls suffering punishment for their sins. Some again think that
Christ released some only of those souls, others that he altogether
emptied hell; and this was Cyrir’s opinion, who assures ns that
when Christ was risen he left the devil alone in hell.+ They
who thought that hell was wholly emptied and every soul released
from pain, were branded with the name of heretics; but to be-
lieve that many were delivered was both by them and many others

* Le Clerc’s Lives, 8vo, 1696, p. 299, 303, * TIbid, p. 301.
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counted orthodox. AucustINE in his book of Herisies reckons
this as the seventy-ninth heresy, for Augistine was one of those
who held that the faithful before the death of Christ were with
God and already happy, and needed no translation, and that the
ohject of Christ’s descent into hell was to deliver some who were
in torment, while others who were in that state he left.*

Bisuor Prarsox thinks that for above five hundred years
after Christ there were very few, if any, of those who believed
that Christ dclivered the saints from lell, who at the same time
believed that he left all the damned there.* At the present time
the schools deliver it as a point of faith and an infallible certainty
that the soul of Christ descending into hell, delivered the souls ot
all the saints, and conferred upon them actual beatitude.t Accord-
ingly in the celebration of mass, the priest takes the cloth from the
chalice to signify the removal of the stone from Christ’s tomb;
immediately afterwards he elevates the host to signify Christ’s re-
surrection; and he then divides the host into two parts, one of
which signities the joy in heaven at the resurrection of Christ, and
the other part signifies the joy of the fathers on their being deli
vered. In a child’s book containing instructions for hearing mnass,§
the prayer directed to be said by the child at this part of the ser-
vice, recites that Christ ¢ descended into limbo, and delivered
thence the souls of the fathers till then detained therey’ and the
wood cut, over this prayer, represents the descent and the broken
gates, Christ lifting out the souls, and the terror of the devils.

It appears then that the descent into hell, has been perpetuated
through all ages of the Catholic charch in some form or other.
Addressed in former times to the meancst capacities of the igno-
ront by dramatic representations, and by circumstantial relations
from the Gospel of Nicodemus, through a variety of old works
printed for religious instruction and devotional exereise, it is not

* Pearson on the Creed, p. 241.
{1 Ibid. p. 246. 1 Ibid. p. 245.
$ Daily Exercises for Children, Keating, 1821, 24mo. p. 70,
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wonderful that the bodily descent should have obtained popular
belief. They who desire to inquire concerning the theological tenet,
may consult the books I have cited with advantage, and especially
what Bishop Pearson says in his Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed

From that work, which is a storehouse of information upou the

point, and Lord King’s History, Bishop Horsley seems to have
obtained every fact and argument that he uses in his celebrated ser-
mon on the descent,

The Rev. WiLLiam Crasuaw, Preacher at the Temple Church,
published in 1616 his * Clear Confession of the Christian Faith,
according to the order of the Apostles Creed,’ wherein he says, ¢ 1
also beleeue, that being vpon the same crosse, dying and yeelding vp
bis spirit vato God his father, hee descended into hell, that is to say.
that he hath truly tasted and experimented the greatest distresse and
dolours of death, together with the paines and flames of hell fire, that
1s to say, the fury, wrath, and seuere iudgement of God vpon him, as if
bee had beene a man halfe damned because of the sinues of the world,
which he bare vpon him. See here that which I simply vnderstand by
the descent of Christ into hel. Moreouer, I know that this article
was not in the beginning, in the Creed, and that it was otherwise
voderstood and interpreted by diuers that adjudged Chrizt truly and
indeed to haue descended into the place of the damned, alledging
the text of Saint Pefer, which I confess from my selfe to bee
hidden for the present.—I nueither beleeue nor confesse that there
are any but two places in the other world, that is to say, paradise for
she faithful and chosen with the angels. and hel for the vnfaithfull and
reprobate with the diuells.” Between Bishop Horsley’s sermon affirm-
ing the subterranean descent of the soul of Christ, and this confession
there is a wide difference. Carlil’s old treatise before quoted, is a
learned and excellent exposition of the subject from the passage
in Peter, with abundance of curious information: I much
regret that limitation of room and apprehension that I have already
too much diverged, will not suffer me to extract from it.*

* As the Descent of Christ into hell to release the saints, is a doctrine
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Catholie Church, 8o it prepares to celebrate his Ascension into heaven by
Litanies and public processions during three days before Holy Thursday,
the anniversary of that event. These are called Rogation days. in
these processions the cross is borne, banners are carried, and the bells
are rung to chase the fiends; as they are also when it thunders, to
abash and drive away the wicked spirits in the air that cause the
tempest, The Golden Legend says, that the bearing of banuers with
the cross on Rogation days, is to represent the victory of Christ in his
resurrection and ascension ; that the people followed the cross and the
banners as Christ was followed when he ascended to heaven with a great
prey; and that in some churches, especially in France, it was the
custom to bear a dragon with a long tail filled with chaff: the first two
days it was borne before the cross, with the tail full, but on the third
day it was borne after the cross, with the tail empty; by which it was
understood that on the first two days the devil reigned in the world, but
that on the third day he was dispossessed of his kingdom.

In this procession it is clear that the devil was represented by the
dragon. ¢ There was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon ; and the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent
called the devil.’ (Rev. xii. 7, 9.) Sparke in his ¢ Primitive Devotion.’
(1673, 8vo. p. 565,) cites Augustine to show that Michael was allegorical
of Christ, ¢so that the meaning (of Rev xii.) is but briefly this, that
Christ and his members fight against the devil and his.’ Seeing that
the dragon in the ecclesiastical procession on Rogation days was made to
allegorize the kingdom of Satan and its overthrow, 1 with much
deference suggest for the consideration of antiqueries, who suppose that
the dragon of the pageants is the dragon of St. George, whether, on the
contrary, this figure may not be in truth the dragon of St. Michael, or
in other words the devil. My notion is strengthened by the statement
in the Golden Legend, that the dragon was at least as common to the
Rogation processions abroad, as to those in England. But leaving this
subject, I purpose a short discursion concerning Michael, the dragon’s
conqueror,

The author of the ¢ Protesiant Beadsman,” (1822, p. 83.) observes,
apparently from Sparkes’s Devotion, that Michael is noticed * by St.
Jude as fighting personally wiih the devil about the body of Moses ;> and
to this aftixes as a note, that ¢ it has been plausibly conjectured that the
body of Moses signifies the Mosaic law, as the body of Christ is often
used for the Christian church ; and that the attempt of the devil which
Michael resisted was to rebuild and restore the temple.” Now concern-
ing this passage in Jude, there is a difficulty which, it seems to me, had
the author of the Protestant Beadsman been acquainted with, would
have restrained him from attaching much importance to the signification
that he supposes to be ¢ plausibly conjectured’ respecting the body of
Moses ; yet in adducing this difficulty I desire to be understood as
wishing to avoid offence to a writer whose amenity bespeaks correspond-
ing civility of demeanor ; nor is it produced with the slightest view to its
defence, but simply as it is proposed elsewhere.

The passage in Jude, (verse 9.) is in these words, ¢ Yet Michael the
archangel when contending with the devsl, he disputed about the body of
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Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord
rebuke thee.” Michaelis says, that the whole history of this dispute has
the appearance of a Jewish fable, which it is not very easy at present t0
discover, because the book from which it is supposed to have been taken
by the author of the epistle is no longer extant, Origen found the story
of Michacl’s dispnte with the devil about the body of Moses, in a Jewish
Greek book called the Assumption of DMoses, which was extant in his
time though it is now lost, and he was thoroughly persuaded that Jude’s
quotation was from it. In cousequence of this he himself quoted another
passage from the Assumption of Moses, as a work of authority, in proof
of the temptation of Adam and Eve by the devil. The Jews imagined
the person of Moses was so holy that God could find no reason for per-
mitting him to die : and that nothing but the sin committed by Adam
and Eve in Paradise, which brought death into the world, was the cause
why Moses did not live for ever. Now, in the dispute between Michae]
and the devil about Moses, the devil was the accuser, and demanded the
death of Moses. (Ecumenius has a passage which contains a part of the
story related in the Assumption of Moses, and which explains the reason
of the dispute concerning Moses’s body. According to this passage
Michael was employed in burying Moses; but the devil endeavoured to
prevent it by saying that he had murdered an Egyptian, and was there
fore uuworthy of an honourable burial. The ¢ Phetirath Moske,” a
Hebrew book written in a later age, contains a story which though pro-
bably ancient, is not the same with that cited either by Origen or (Ecu
menius, because the devil, Samael, does not dispute about the burial of
Moses, nor does Michacl reproach the devil with having possessed the -
gerpent which seduced Eve, nor with saying to him, ¢ The Lord rcbuke
thee ; but he himself rebukes the devil, and calls him ¢thou wicked
wretch 3 and Moses calls him the same. This is the reverse of that
related in th2 Epistle concerning the dispute of Michael with the devil.
Michaelis having thus expressed himself, procceds to observe that the
substance of the story related in this book, (the Phetirath Moshe,) as far
as concerns the present inquiry, is as follows :

¢ Moses requests of God under various pretences, either thal he may
not die at all, or at least that he may not die before he comes into
Palestize. This request he makes :n so froward and petulant a manner,
ag is highly unbecoming not only a great prophet, but even any man,
who has expectations of a better life after this. In short, Moses is here
represented in the light of a despicable Jew, begging for a eontinuance of
life, and devoid both of Christian faith, and of heathen courage: and it
is therefore not improbable, that the inventor of this fable made himself
the model, after which he formed the character of Moses. God argues,
on the contrary, with great patience and forbearance, and replies to
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what Mosecs had alleged relative to the merit of his own good work.
Further, it is God who says to Moses that he must die on account of the
sin of Adam : to which Moses answers, that he ought to be excepted,
because he was superior in merit to Adam, Abraham, Isaac, &c. In
the mean time, Samael, that is the angel of death, whom the Jews
describe as the chief of the devils, rejoices at the approaching death of
Moses. This is observed by Michael, who says to him, ¢ Thou wicked
wretch, I grieve, and thou laughest.” Moses after his request had been
repeatedly refused, invokes heaven and earth, and all the creatures
around him, to intercede in his behalf. Joshua attempts to pray for him,
but the devil stops his month, and represents to him, really in Scripture
style, the impropriety of such a prayer. The elders of the people, and
with them all the children of Israel then offer to intercede for Moses:
but their mouths are likewise stopped by a million eight hundred and
forty thousand devils, which on a moderate calculation make three devils
toone man. After this, God eommands the angel Gabriel, to fetch the
soul of Moses: but Gabriel excuses himself, saying, that Moses was too
strong for him. Michael receives the same order, and excuses himself
in the same manner, or, as other accounts says, under pretence that he
had been the instructor of Moses, and therefore could not bear to see him
die. DBut this last excuse, according to the Phetirath Moshe, was made
by Zingheil the third angel, who received this command. Samael, thatis.
the devil, then offers his services ; but God asks him how he would take
hold of Moses, whether by his mouth, or by his hands, or by his feet,
saying that every part of Moses was too holy for him to touch, The
devil, however, insists on bringing the soul of Moses : yet he does not
accuse him, for, on the contrary, he prizes him higher than Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. The devil then approaches towards Moses to execute
this voluntary commission: bnt as soon as he sees the shining
countenance of Moses, ne is seized with a violent pain, like that of a
woman in labour.” ¢ Michaelis continues to relate that ¢ Moses instead of
using the oriental salutation, ¢ Peace be with thee,’ says to him in the
words of Isaiah, ch. Ivii. 21. (for in this work Moses frequently quotes
Isaiah and the Psalms), ¢ There is no peace to the wicked.” The devil
replies, that he was come by the order of God to fetch his soul: but
Moses deters him from the attempt by representing his own strength and
holiness : and saying, ¢ Go thou wicked wretch, I will not give thee my
soul,” he affrights the devil in such a manner that he immediately
retires. The devil then returns to God, and relates what had passed :
and receives an order to go a seeond time. The devil answers, that he
would go every where God commanded him, even into hell, and into fire,
but not to Moses, This remonstrance is, however, of no avail, and he
is obliged to go back again. But Moses, who sees him coming with a
drawn sword, meets him with his miraculous rod, and gives him so
severe a blow with it, that the devil is glad to escape. Lastly, God him-
self comes : and Moses, having then no further hopes, requests only that
his soul may not be taken out of lis body by the devil. This request is
granted him. Zinghiel, Gabriel, and Michael, then lay him on a bed ;
and the soul of Moses begins to dispute with God, and objects to its
being taken out of a body, which was so pure and holy, that no fly dared
to settle upon it. But God kisses Moses, and with a kiss extracts his
soul from his body., Upon this, God utters a heavy lamentation

and thus the story in the Phetirath Moshe ends, without any men-
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tion of a dispute about the burial of Moses’s body. This last scene, therefore,
which was contained in the Greek book seen by Origen, is wanting in the Ee-
brew. But in both of these works, Michael, as well as the devil, expresses the
same sentiments in respect to Moses; in both these works the same spirit
prevails: and the concluding scene which was contained in the Greek bock, is
notking more than a continuation of the same story, which is contained in the
Hebrew.” Michaelis immediately after this puts the following question -
¢ I seriously ask every impartial judge, whether that person could be an in-
spired writer, or an immediate disciple of him who made manifest distinc-
tions between the history of the Old Testament and the fabulous traditions of
the Jews; who has quoted such a book as that which I have just described, and
selected from it a passage so apparently fabulous. Various attempts have been
made to remove this difficulty, but with very little success.’

This extract is from Michaelis’s Introduction to the New Testament, translated
and considerably augmented with notes by the present Bishop of Peterborough,
(vol. iv. p. 378, &c.) printed at the expense of the university of Cambridge. As
the Bishop’s notes on the work have hitherto not extended beyond the Gospels
and the Acts, he has not declared his opinion concerning this and other reasons
stated by Michaelis, for hesitating to acknowledge that the Epistle of Jude is
canonical, The passage in the Epistle which necessarily caused observation
from Michaelis as a biblical critic, is seldom adduced in our day by protestant
theologians. Its explication suggested as * plausible’ by the author of the Pro-
testant Beadsman, and the introduction, as it appears to me, of Michael’s dragon
in the Rogation processions, as an allegorical personification of the devil, con-
stitute my apology for introducing Michaelis’s notice of Michael's contention
with the devil about the body of Moses. To this may be added, that as its cu-
riosity attracted my attention, this was another reason for supposing that some
to whom Bishop Marsh’s translation of Michaelis is unknown, would he interest-
ed by the story.
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V1. HEARNE'S PRINT OF THE DESCENT
INTO HELL.

Witch. A sailor's wife had chesnuts in her lap,
And mouncht, and mouncht, and mouncht; ~Give me, quoth I;
Aroint thee, witch! the rump-fed ronyon cries.
Macbeth, Aot i. Se. 3.
Edgar. Saint Withold footed thrice the wold ;
He met the nightmare, and her ninefold;
Bid her alight,
And troth her plight,
And aroynt thee, witch, aroynt thee!
King Lear, Act iii. Sc. 5.

Thue original copper plate of Christ's Descent into Hell, en-
graved by Michael Burghers, from an ancient drawing, for Hearne
the Antiquary, being in existence, I have caused impressions to
be taken from it, and inserted one opposite. This print is raised
into importance by Dr. Johnson taking it as an authority for
arotnt, a word used twice by Shakspeare, as may be seen in the
above passages. Johnson in his notes, says, ‘I had met with
the word aroint in no other author till looking into Hearne's
Collection, I found it in a very old drawing that he has pub-
lished, in which St. Patrick is represented visiting hell, and put-
ting the devils into great confusion by his presence, of whom
one, that is driving the damned before him with a prong, has a
label issuing out of his mouth with these words, out, out, arongt ;
of which the last is evidently the same with aroint, and used in
the same sense as in this passage.’

Upon this Steevens remarks, ¢Dr. Johnson’s memory on the
present occasion appears to have deceived him in more than a
single instance. The subject of the above mentioned drawing is
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ascertained by a label affixed to it in Gothic letters, Jesus Chris-
tus, resurgens d mortuis spoliat infernum. My predecessor in-
deed might have been misled by an uncouth abbreviation in the
Sacred Name. The words out, ouf, arongt, are addressed to
our Redeemer by Satan, who, the better to enforce them, ac-
companies them with a blast of the horn he holds in his right
hand. ZTartareum tntendit cornu. 1f the instrument he grasps
in his left hand was meant for a prong, it is of singular make.
Steevens then inserts an engraved fac simile of the instrument,
and immediately says, that ¢Satan is not driving the damned
before him ; nor is any other demon present to undertake that
office. Redemption and not punishment, is the subject of the
piece.—This subject of Christ's exploit, in his descensus ad in-
Jferos, (as Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed in a note on Chaucer, 3512)
is taken from the Gospel of Nicodemus, and was called by our
ancestors the harrowinge of helle, under which title it was repre-
sented among the Chester Whitsun Playes, MS. Harl. 2013’

So far Steevens has corrected Johnson, and substantially stated
the subject of Hearne’s print, but let the reader look at it and
say whether Steevens himself is correct, when he affirms that
Christ is addressed ‘by Satan.’ The devil that speaks is de-
noted, by the horn he blows, to be the Porter or warder of hell,
an office of high trust, topographically the highest in hell, yet
very inferior in rank, and consequently filled by a devil of low de-
gree. Nor is Steevens's mistake a mere slip of the pen, for he
again calls this spirit Satan, aud says, there was no ‘other demon
present! In Heywood's ¢Four I’s’ the Pardoner relates that
as goon as he found a female friend of his had gone to the infer-
nal regions, he went after her to fetch her back:

Not as who saithe by authoritie,
But by the way of intreatie.

And first to the devil that kept the gats
I came,
He knew me wel—————
For oft, in the play of Corpus Christi
He hath play'a the devil at Coventria,

- * * »

1 eaid to this devil, good maister porter, &e
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The Porter introduces the Pardoner to Lucifer, who pre-
viowsly sends him a safe conduct under his hand, stating,

—— that he may at libertic

Passe safe without any jeopardie,

Till that he be frcm us extinct,

And cleerly out of helle’s precinct.

And, his pardons to keep in save guarde,
Me wil they lie in the PORTER’s warde.®

Now in this old play both the porter of hell, and the porter's
abiding place are mentioned; and it may be observed, that as
in Hearne's print the devil in this employment blows a horn, so
a very ancient Saxon MS. at the British Museum, wherein
Christ is depicted releasing the souls, also represents him addres-
sing a fiend, whose office of porter of hell is clearly shown Dby the
eyes on his wings, emblematical of Cerberus-like watchfulness, and
by his warder’s horn, which with other implements he lets fall in
terror from his hands® Likewise the Golden Legend says, that
‘Anone as Phesu crpst vescenbed in to Helle the npghte began
to fvere clere. And anone the porter blacke andy horephle
among thepm in scilence began {0 murmur.”” Probably the no-
tion of this post, and the alarm of its occupiers on Christ’s ap-
pearance to deliver the souls, is coeval with the earliest belief of
the subject; for in the creed read in the fourth century at the
council of Ariminum, a city of Italy, Christ is ‘declared to have
descegded into hell, and there to have disposed of all things, at
whose sight the PORTERS of hell TREMBLED.

Again: the prong in the devil's left hand of so singular make
to Steevens's apprehension, that he engraves it in his note, is as
frequently put into the hands of devils by the old masters, as the
iron comb or any other implement of torture. This might be
cxemplified by reference to several engravings, but it is sufficient

2 Dodsley’s Old Plays, vol. i. p. 112.

b Cotton MS. Tiberius VI.

¢ Golden Legend, Art, Here begynneth the resurrecyyon,
¢ Socrates’ Eccl. Bist. fol. 1663, p. 278.
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to refer to the volume of the great Show at Haerlem, wherein is
a print representing Doot, Hel, and the Duivel, as walking in one
of the processions, the Duivel holding a prong of exactly the same
make. Steevens's character for erudition in other respects has per-
haps not only induced belief in the general reader that his engrav-
ing of it is a curiosity; but has occasioned his misconception to be
reprinted in subsequent editions of Shakspeare to the present time.
It is remarkable that Steevens, while trifling and erring in de-
tecting the inaccuracy of Johnson concerning the figures in the
print, appears to have entertained no doubt as to the correctness
of Johnson’s statement that the word engraved aronjt, ‘is evidently
the same with aroint;’ and it is further remarkable that every sub-

s ¢ Const-thoonende Ivweel, by de loflijcke Stadt Haerlem, ten versoecke
van Trou moet blijcken, in’t licht gebracht, &ec. Tot Zwol by Zacharias Heyns,
Drucker des Landschapes van Over-ijssel, 1607, 4to.

Devils are not only represented with instruments of torture by painters,
but are sometimes so described by writers. Querela, a Latin poem, ‘supposed
to be written by S. Bernard from a nightly vision of his,’” contains such a de-
seription. 'William Crashaw, an author mentioned before (p. 183 ) who was fa-
ther to Crashaw the poet, translated this poem under the title of ¢ Zhe Com-
plaint or Dialogue betwizt the Soule and the Bodie of a damned man; each laying
the fault upon the other (London, 1616, 24mo.) These are stanzas from it.
The author in vision.

Their eares with running
sores hung flapping low,
Foule filthy hornes in their

After the Soule had sayd
these mournefull words,
Behold, two Fiends,

more blacke then pitch or night,
‘Whose shapes with pen

to write, no wit affordes,
Nor any kand of

painter pourtray right,

Sharpe steely prickes

they did in each hand beare,
Sulphur and fire

flaming, they breath’d out;
Tusked their teeth

like crooked mattocks were,
And from their nosthrils

snakes crawl’d round about.

blacke browes they wore,
Full of thicke poyson

which from them did flow,
Their nayles were like

the tushes of a bore.

These Fiends in chaines
fast bound this wretched soule,
And with them hal’d her
howling into hell:
To whom on flockes
ran other diuels more,
And gnashing with their teeth
to dancing felle.
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sequent editor of Shakspeare has also acquiesced in Johnson's opi-
nion without taking pains to examine the ground he rests it upon.
Had Steevens inquired what piece in ¢ Hearne's collection’ this print
really belonged to, he would have ascertained it to have been in
Forduni Scotichronicon, (1722, 5 vois. 8vo.) before p. 1403 of
vol. v., and following the direction on the plate to the Preface,

Diuels.

They welcomed her with Svch horror wee do

greetings full of woe, on our seruants load,
Some wrested her with cordes Then as half wearied

senceless of dread, the diuels cryed,
Some snatcht and tore with hooks Now art thou worse

drawne to and fro, then was the crawling toade
Some for her welcome Yet thousand-fold

powr’d on scalding lead. Worse torments thee abide.

The instrument held by the porter-fiend in Hearne's print is formed to use
saw-ways, like ¢ hooks drawn to and fro.'

A minute and horrifying account of hell torments, extracted from a modern
publication, is in ¢ The Miraculous Host tortured by the Jew.”! But the binding of
a einner as an appendix to a devil is unique, I believe, as an infernal punish-
ment. The representation is in a wood cut to a rare work entitled ¢ Bet
Schelmen 3unst’ (1506, 4t0.) and I end this note with a sketch from it
by way of tail-piece.
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§. 14 in vol. i, he would not only have met with the account of
the print, but have also seen that Hearne himself gives the real
word, from the drawing in his MS.

Hearne commences the subject by saying, that, of all the calen-
dars in his possession, that which Fleetwood, Bishop of Ely, pre-
sented to him, is deserving of the greatest admiration. He ima-
gines it to be one of the magical and astrological ones mentioned
by old writers; describes it to be full of pictures and prophecies;
and supposes it was written in the reign of Edward III., and that
it was the autograph or only copy. He is surprised that though
it contains the names and portraits of all the saints held in great
veneration throughout the whole year, yet that no mention occurs
in it of St. Patrick. He inquires how this is, and conjectures
that either St. Patrick was of no note with the English, or else
that the author of this calendar, as well as others, considered the
story of his purgatory a fiction. Then he notices some calendars
that have it, probably, he says, out of compliment to the Irish;
and he observes that, if it be urged that there was no occasion for
the author of this calendar to say any thing of purgatory because
he was not treating concerning hell, that can be proved to be er-
roneous, because he diligently depicts the fall of man and his
liberation from the infernal regions; ¢which diligence, says
Hearne, who evidently tattles thus to have an opportunity of giv-
ing engravings to his readers from drawings that the worthy old
man was himself amused with; ¢which diligence moreover, upon
this subject you will find to be sufficiently ridiculous from the
pictures themselves, which I subjoin in the Appendix to the
work; in the first of which you will read Adam moritur et tran-
sit ad infernum pro uno pomo; and in the second Jhesus Chris-
tus resurgens 'd mortuis, together with these words in our ver-
nacular tongue, gut, out, arougt, uttered by one of the damons
already very much alarmed, and blowing a horn.”

& Hearne’s words in his preface are; ‘Quam tamen in hac re diligentiam ri-
diculam satis esse & picturis ipsis colliges, quas in Appendice operis subnectam ;
in quaram prim4 legitur, Adam moritur et transit ad infernum pro uno pomo ; in
secunda, Thesus Christus resurgens a mortuis spoliat infernum, una cum hisce verbis
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From this we see that the presumed ‘arongt, is on Hearne's
own testimony, ‘arougt’ Independent of this indubitable con-
firmation, there are other reasons for believing arougt to be the
correct word, and consequently that the only authority for aroint
is the twofold mention of it by Shakspeare.

It is well known to every reader of old MSS. that from care-
lessness the copyists frequently formed m and 1 alike; and, in
aronst, as it is spelled in Hearne's print, the letter before the 3*
may have been so undeterminate in the MS. word, that Burghers,
the engraver of the plate, being unacquainted with the orthography
of the archaism, and preferring decision to correctness, wrote 1
when he should have written 11, and thus converted the word
aroust into avonit. Or, Burghers' transcript of 1 may really
approach the original nearer than I have conjectured; for as
Hearne’s honest accuracy is not to be outrivalled, it cannot be
supposed that he would allow an engraving from a drawing in the
Fleetwood Calendar, which he so highly commends, to be very
wide of exactness.® Though the inscriptions were secondary to
his principal object, that of representing the scene, yet considerable
faithfulness in the whole is to be presumed; and, if Burghers
engraving be a tolerably fair fac simile of both, it must be obvious
to every one who examines the print, that however rude in design
the drawing appears, the MS. inscriptions upon it were quite as
coarse. For, in that at the top of the plate, u and n are so
similar that the letters they are intended for are rather to be in-
ferred from their connexion with othler letters, than to be per-
ceived from their difference of form. For example; it would

(lingua nostra vernacula) ab uno Dazmonum, (jam admodum perturbatorum)
cornu inflante, out, out, arougt, pronunciatis.’—Schotickronicon, vol. i. Praf.

p-d.

* 3 is the Saxon g, and sometimes gk, in MSS.

> Ritson, sparing as he was of praise, yet, while fish-wifing Warton, could
afford to say of Hearne, that ‘few if any can boast of such a sacred regard to
truth, and of such unimpeached integrity :—he has never been detected in a
wilful falsehood; nor been ever charged with the slightest misrepresentation of
the minutest fact.— Obs. on Hist. of Eng. Poetry, p. 36.
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pe doubtful whether 1 in resurgens were not 1; and U in mo
tufs is so like 1 in aronjt, that it would actually be taken for
1t were mortuis a word of equivoeal meaning. DBut in whatever
way the error came upon the plate, Hearne has himself cured it
by quoting the passage, in ¢ our vernacular tongue, out, out, avougt,’
as the words of the print. To this may be added, that aroug:
rhymes to ouf, out, and is the last line of a distieh,

Qut, Out,
Avougt.

Such a couplet it would be quite natural for a monkish writer
in a rhyming age to conceive a happy thonght, and to introduce
on such an occasion. Taking then arougt to be the real word,
I just observe, that in all the engravings that I have seen of the
Descent wherein devils appear, they are represented to be roaring,
or violently clamoring in great fear; and to assist the reader, I
beg him to recollect that the terrified devil in the print, accom-
panics the distich, ou¢, ouf, arougt, with a blast of his horn, as
an alarm to the infernal host.

Arougt I have not been able to find in any dictionary within
reach ; but there is arout, to assemble together, in Urry’s edition
of Chaucer, where it stands thus:

In all that land no Christian durst arout
All Christin folk ben flemed fro that countre.®

Now if arout were really Chaucer's word, it would go nigh
in my opinion to settle the question; but on looking further it
appears that Chaucer's word is route, and that the letter a@ is pre-
fixed by Urry, who put initial or final syllables to Chaucer’s words
for the purpose of assisting the measure where he supposed it de-
ficient.® It reads in Tyrwhitt’s, as well as in other editions,

In all that lond no cristen dorsté route.—1. 4960.

For the present taking arougt as a summons to assemble, the

* Urry’s Chaucer, p. 53. Man of Lawe’s Tale, 1. 541,
b Ibid, Thomas's Preface.
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words that seem most likely to exemplify it are as follow :---
Teutonic or old Dutch, rof, a crowd or band of men;* rot-
ten, to congregate:® old German, rofte, turba vagabonda, a
wandering crowd, also a party or faction:® old English, route,
a company. The statute 2 Rich. IL cap. 6. speaks of riding in
great routes to make entry into lan’.® FRout also signifies the
meeting of a large social party invited by a lady; the assembly is
called her rout! But leaving this sense, I find in Saxon, reotan,
or wreotan, crepitare, strepere, to clatter, or make a noise:® Seot-
tish, ruther, a loud noise, a tumultuous cry, an uproar: Anglo-
Saxon, hruth, commotion: Cambro-Britannie, shutkr, impetus:
shuthro, cum impetu ferri: Irish, ruathar, pillage, and hrid, a
combat: Seottish, rutuor, a spoiler, an oppressor: also rout, rute,
a blow, a severe or weighty stroke.”

As in Hearne's engraving, the word projects beyond the ruled
border, copied from the page of the calendar, is it not probable
that the word arougt was a contraction of the amanuensis, to
avoid an unsecemly projection into the margin, which seldom or
never occurs in MSS. beyond the extent to which arougt has
exceeded its boundary line. Hearne would not have called the
inseription, ‘words in our vernacular tongue, if their spelling
and pronunciation had not denoted their sense; if then, spelt as
arougt is, and recollecting the confined space which had been
transgressed, we discover no one word that can reasonably be ima-
gined to be arougt, may it not be an abbreviation of two words ?
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