THE KHALIFATE
OF THE WEST

DONALD MACKENZIE




g

AEX LIBRIS







Digitized for Microsoft Corporation
by the Internet Archive in 2007.
From University of California Libraries.
May be used for non-commercial, personal, research,
or educational purposes, or any fair use.
May not be indexed in a commercial service.






if - Digitized by Mi




THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST



h)‘

-
s

e 46 4

tized by Microsoft @ o

i

- Dig

Calif

v

8
S







rere

H.S.M. ABDUL AZIZ, LATE SULTAN OF MOROCCO.

THE MOORISH AMBASSADOR TO ENGLAND
N 1876

(Frontirplece.



"
.
.’1: 

"
o

THE KHALIFATE
OF THE WEST

* BEING A GENERAL DESCRIPTION
OF MOROCCO

BY

DONALD MACKENZIE

)
THE FODNER OF TAS BRITISH SETTLEMENT AT OAPX JUBY, ARD LATSE
PNNAL CORNINSIONSE FOR THE BRITISH ANYD PORKIGN ANTI-SLAVEBY
SOVINTY YO8 JANEIBAB, EAST APMIUA, AND THE RED SZ2A

WITH MAPS AND ILLUSTRATIONS

LONDON
SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, HAMILTON, KENT & 00., LTD.
« 1811

Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®



3.8.M. ABDUL AZ1Z, LATE SULPAN OF SOROOCT

Tag NOORIAR A REaniLient v TN SWD

s 1IN
’ -

Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®



THE KHALIFATE
OF THE WEST

BEING A GENERAL DESCRIPTION
OF MOROCCO

BY

DONALD MACKENZIE

ol

THE FOUNDER OF THE BRITISH SETTLEMENT AT CAPE JUBY, AND LATE

BPECIAL COMMISSIONER FOR THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY
SOCIETY FOR ZANZIBAR, EAST AFRICA, AND THE RED BEA

WITH MAPS AND ILLUSTRATIONS

LONDON
SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, HAMILTON, KENT & CO., LTD.
1911






To
HENRY GURNEY, ESQUIRE
WHOSE KINDNESS AND COUNSEL HELPED ME TO BRING
THESE PAGES BEFORE THE PUBLIC -
AND WHOSE UNTIRING ZEAL IS ALWAYS EXERTED
ON BEHALF OF THE MOORS

THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED BY HIS SINCERE FRIEND

THE AUTHOR

272814



W
P

“‘I'b A ‘hﬂ




PREFACE

It has been in my mind for some time past to write
a book on Morocco giving my impressions of that
country which have been gathered from a long con-
nection with it, and which the following pages will
unfold. I explained my ideas to Mr. Henry Gurney,
who very kindly gave me every encouragement in
his power to carry out the work. There was reason
to think that such a book would be accepted at the
present time, on account of the increasing interest
that is taken in Morocco. It is of considerable
importance that the British public should clearly
understand the state of affairs of that country, and
that it should urge on with all its power the reforma-
tion of the Moorish government, and remove the
terrible cruelties that are carried on under it, which
to my mind are nothing short of a disgrace to us as
a Christian nation. If these pages will in any way
further that object I shall be fully satisfied.

In the performance of my task I have received help
towardsthiswork from the following gentlemen: Henry
Gurney, Esq., Cornelius Hanbury, Esq., E. Wright
Brooks, Esq., J.P., W. A. Albright, Esq., Travers
Buxton, Esq., M.A., Francis Rickett, Esq., J.P., and
B. R. Balfour, Esq., J.P. I beg also to acknow-
ledge my indebtedness to Harold Lee, Esq., J.P., of
Liverpool, for looking over these pages before publica-

tion, also for photos received from Mr. Henry Gurney
vii
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and Miss Paul, to Mr. Charles H. Rosher, C.E., late
engineer to H.S.M. Abdul Aziz, the late Sultan of
Morocco, for a plan of Fez. I have to acknowledge
in this place the courtesy with which the Right Hon.
Sir E. Grey, Bart., M.P., supplied me with such
information as I required, and also to Herbert E.
White, Esq., H.B. Majesty’s Consul at Tangier, for
information regarding the commerce of Morocco
G. T. Abrines, Esq., of Tangier, the proprietor of El
Maghrib al Aksa. 1 have taken interesting extracts
from a memoir of the life of the late Sir John Hay,
which will be found in these pages. I have perused
Descripcion Historica de Marruecos, by Rdo. P. Fr.
Manuel Pablo Castellanos, who gives an interesting
description of the work of the Franciscan Friars. I
have had the advantage of reading, through the
kindness of Mr. Gurney, newspaper cuttings and
private letters received from Morocco, also the perusal
of Mr. Gurney’s own Diaries. These and many
other kindnesses from many quarters I gratefully
acknowledge. I have added, by way of Appendix
to this book, a translation, for the first time, of the
travels of Joachim Gatell and Gerhard Rholfs, which
I thought might prove of interest.

DoNaALD MACKENZIE.
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The

Khalifate of the West

CHAPTER 1

THE SICK MAN OF THE EAST AND THE
SICK MAN OF THE WEST

TrERE was a Sick Man of the East who had for many
years occupied the serious attention of the statesmen
and diplomatists of Europe. They were jealous of
each other, and their suspicions prolonged the life
of the Sick Man. They often came to the bedside
to witness his dissolution, but when the end seemed
to be near life revived in a remarkable manner. The
diplomatists had a great interest in him. Each of
them claimed his inheritance, or a good part of it;
the Sick Man struggled on for years in the midst of
many internal and external difficulties; his people
suffered terrible wrongs at the hands of his ministers
without redress. The Sick Man himself was by many
held responsible for the atrocities that were taking
place in his dominions. Some gave him the title
of the Great Assassin and Abdul the Damned. Little
did the diplomatists, with all their wisdom and fore-
thought, know that a secret and mighty influence
was silently but surely at work which baffled their
skill and even that of the Sick Man himself, with
all his craft. '

Many years ago a faithful band of Americans
1



9 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

came over to Syria with the simple object of
opening a school which would in every way be
unsectarian. The fanatical Mohammedans, who knew
the bloody strifes that took place between the
Christian sects in their own country, did not welcome
these new arrivals. On the contrary, they stoned
them out of their village; but the Americans were
neither discouraged nor dismayed. They came back
again to the same village, and were, after a time, able
to purchase a piece of ground on which to build a
school. In time it rose to be a great institution,
reflecting great lustre on Syria. These missionaries
did not interfere with the creed of any one, Jews,
Greeks, Catholics, Armenians, Druses, and Moham-
medans were equally welcomed ; an assurance was
given that their creeds would not be interfered with
unless they wished it. They gave their attention to
education, and Christian teaching if desired. These
methods in time recommended themselves to the
Mohammedans ; all creeds came to their schools.

Members of the Society of Friends came also on the
scene and established schools on the same principle,
free from sectarianism, which has been a drawback
in all educational and missionary effort. I may here
add that the Society of Friends have always been in
favour of education as one of the most powerful
levers for raising fallen humanity to -civilisation
and usefulness. They are small in number; but I
think it is not an exaggeration to say that they have
exerted greater influence amongst all classes of the
community than any other body of Christians. They
have no sectarian principles to hamper them in their
good work.

These agencies turned out excellent scholars,
who were fitted to undertake any duties. The
Turkish Government was not slow in recognising
the value of these scholars, and they were eagerly
sought to fill offices which were formerly held by
ignorant and dishonest men, who were by no means
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a credit to the State. In the course of time these
intelligent scholars influenced in various ways all
classes of the community with new ideas of liberty,
progress, and honesty, culminating in the extra-
ordinary revolution which quickly removed the Sick
Man from the position he had disgraced for so many
years, and set up a representative government in
Turkey, without the horrors of bloodshed which
usually followed such great and important changes.
This extraordinary peaceable revolution, so quickly
and silently brought about, has gained the admira-
tion of the whole civilised world.

We will now turn our attention to the Sick Man of
the West, he being the nominal ruler of Morocco.
The Sick Man of the West has suffered for many
years from chronic disorders of various kinds, but
he has not created the same attention as his
brother of the East. The position he occupies is
not quite so important as that of the ruler of
Turkey.

For many years there were only three Powers
who were interested in the dominions of the
Sultan of Morocco, who is known as the Sick Man
of the West : England, France, and Spain—England,
because of the commerce, and Gibraltar, which
stands opposite ; France, because the colony of
Algeria adjoins Morocco on the east; Spain, on
account of the period when she drove the Moors out
of Granada in the time of Ferdinand and Isabella.
Through this act she thought herself the true heir
to Morocco. The jealousies between these rival
Powers have kept Morocco in a state of semi-indepen-
dence and in the worst state of barbarism, and also
in a chronic state of disorder. Its rulers have been
for many years able to oppress the inhabitants in
the most terrible manner, without an effective check
from any of the Christian nations. The condition
of Morocco has never been creditable to the Powers
of Europe, and I shall endeavour in these pages to
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give a general view of the whole position. I have
no intention to write a history of Morocco ; I shall
simply give a general account that may enable any
one to grasp the situation as it presents itself to my
mind and that of others.



CHAPTER II

THE SITUATION OF MOROCCO, AND A GENERAL
RETROSPECTIVE SUMMARY

Morocco, the ancient Mauritania, is situated at the
very threshold of European civilisation. It occupies
the north-western corner of the great African Con-
tinent. Its northern coast is washed by the Medi-
terranean Sea, and is within thirty miles of Gibraltar,
the British stronghold. On the east it touches Algeria,
while its western shores are bounded by the Atlantic,
and on the south are the Sahara and the great Atlas
chain of mountains, which reach a height of over
14,000 feet, and whose summits are in some parts
covered with perpetual snow. Morocco has been
successively ruled by Carthaginians and Romans.
The ruins of towns belonging to those great nations
of antiquity may be found in many parts of the
Moorish Empire in a fair state of preservation, and
no doubt, as the country is opened out, inter-
esting discoveries will be made. The Arabs were the
last who became the rulers of Morocco. Soon after
the death of the prophet Mohammed they invaded
the whole of Northern Africa. The banner of the
Star and Crescent carried everything before it, and the
great wave of Mohammedan enthusiasm swept along
like a mighty avalanche which nothing could resist.
The disciples of St. Cyprian of Carthage forsook his
teaching and embraced with ardour Islamism, which
in time became the religion of the native races.

The Arabs found in Morocco material for military
service of a very superior order. The Berbers, or the

5



6 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

great Celtic races who were the aborigines, were
brave and warlike, and it was with these fine troops
that they threatened the independence of Western
Europe.

Morocco has been the theatre of great events in
the history of the world : it was here that European
civilisation and power first asserted its supremacy
over that of Africa for ever. Here the Arabs, soon
after their arrival, founded the Khalifate of the West,
which rose to greater splendour and power than
that of the East.

The first advance of the Moors into Europe took
place in the year 710, when a Moorish general named
Tarii entered Spain with a small reconnoitring party,
landing at the place still named after him. He plun-
dered one or two towns, and then returned to Africa
to make his report. The following year a much
larger force, almost entirely composed of Berbers,
was despatched into Spain under the command of a
famous Moorish general named Tarik. He landed
at Gibraltar, and built the first fortress at that
place, which was destined in after-ages to become
England’s great stronghold. Making Gibraltar his
base of operations for the conquest of Spain, he poured
his troops into that country and carried everything
before him. Such was the success attending the
Moorish arms that the Governor of Africa wrote
to the Khalif of the East: “ O Commander of the
Faithful, these are not common conquests ; they are
like the meeting of the nations at the Day of
Judgment.”

In a few years the Moors conquered all Spain,
and carried their victorious arms into the south
of France, capturing several important cities. In
732 Abd er Rahman, the Moorish Governor, marched
at the head of the largest Mohammedan army that
had yet trod the plains of the Continent, and pene-
trated as far as Tours, where he was met and defeated
by Charles Martel and his brave Franks. So decisive
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was the defeat inflicted on the Moors on this occa-
sion that they never again attempted to penetrate
farther into France; but, on the other hand, their
resistance was so stout and determined that Charles
Martel did not think it wise or prudent to pursue his
success any further. Martel’s great victory at Tours
set a limit for ever to Mohammedan invasion in the
West. In the same manner John Sobieski, the brave
king of Poland, freed the northern and central
portions of the Continent from the dominion of the
Turks by his memorable victory under the walls of
Vienna in the year 1683, and it is to these two great
warriors that Europe owes its deliverance from the
Mohammedan yoke.

Spain was under Moorish dominion for nearly eight
hundred years. Ruling with moderation and wis-
dom, Christians and Jews had full liberty to enjoy
their own religions peacefully, thus setting an ex-
ample to Europe of a civilised and enlightened State.
Her extensive provinces yielded, under the skill and
industry of her conquerors (fostered by a paternal
government), abundant harvests. Great cities sprang
up all round,- whose names alone now remain to
commemorate the glories of the past. The popula-
tion increased at an astonishing rate.

Europe became indebted to her Mohammedan
invaders for the first lessons in the sciences and
learning. Colleges were founded, and extensive
libraries formed which were open to the students
of all nations. Literary pursuits were encouraged.
Through the successive efforts of the Moorish rulers,
the studies of the sciences were introduced into their
States and continued to flourish to a later period in
Spain than in the East. The mechanical arts and
manufactures were likewise carried to a considerable
perfection. The Moors introduced the use of writing-
paper into Europe, also our figures which have
been so useful in the civilised world. Gunpowder,
which has become such a powerful factor in modern
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warfare, was improved and said to have been first
used by them in war. They were probably the most
enlightened people of that age.

At last the tide of misfortune and disaster com-
menced ; the sun of their prosperity began to go down.
Their armies slowly but surely receded before those
of the Christians, until at last their remaining
stronghold was taken by Ferdinand and Isabella in
1492. The standard of the Cross waved victoriously
on the vermilion towers of the Alhambra. Thus
ended Moorish dominion over Spain, which had cast
such splendour and lustre upon the history of that
country. The monuments of their greatness still
remain as the wonder and admiration of succeeding
ages.

Then followed a period of darkness, desolation,
and persecution, which has left an indelible stain
on the rule of Ferdinand and Isabella and their suc-
cessors. Thousands of Moors who refused to embrace
Christianity were handed over to the tender mercies
of the Holy Inquisition, by whose orders they were
tortured and put to death. But as neither force nor
persecution was able to make them sincere Christians,
the Moors, to the number of 800,000, were conveyed
to the shores of Africa. With their departure all
that was great, glorious, and prosperous in that
country perished, and the once populous cities fell into
ruin and decay. The arts and manufactures which
were by them carried to such perfection languished
and almost disappeared. The fertile provinces, so
productive during the Moorish occupation, were
abandoned to desolation. It took upwards of a
hundred years to expel all the Moors from Spain, and
during that period over three millions of them were
banished ; the last great expulsion took placein 1610.
It was with many bitter lamentations that the last
of the Moors bade farewell for ever to the shores of
their beloved Andalusia. They, however, comforted
themselves with a hope—never to be realised—that
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THE MEMORIAL OF THE PAST 9

they would once more return to Spain ; they are even
said to have carried away the title-deeds of their
properties and the keys of their houses.

An Arab chronicler mournfully closes thus the last
chapter of the history of the Moors in Spain : “ That
the Almighty was not pleased to grant them the
victory, so they were overcome and slain on all sides,
till at last they were driven forth from the land of
Andalusia, the which calamity came to pass in our
own days, in the year of the Flight, 1017 [or in the
year of our Lord 1639]. Verily, to God belong
lands, dominions, and He giveth them to whom
He will.”

The banishment of the Moors was actuated solely
by a spirit of intolerance and religious fanaticism.
The terrible cruelties inflicted upon them after the
Conquest until they were finally expelled, created
amongst them a deep feeling of hatred against all
Christians, which exists to the present day. As a
matter of policy the expulsion of the Moors was the
most injudicious step the Spaniards ever took, as
they were by these acts deprived of the most indus-
trious and enlightened portion of the population.
After their departure Spain sank into a state of
stagnation and degradation, from which she has not
recovered. Not only did their departure inflict
irretrievable injury on the future prosperity of Spain,
but it led to the gradual sinking of the Moors them-
selves into a state of utter barbarism. They are
now only a very imperfect shadow of what they once
were, and only a few of their arts have been preserved,
through the vicissitudes of ages, as a memorial of the
past.

Having briefly sketched the rise and fall of Moorish
dominion in Spain, we will now follow the Moors in
their humiliation and degradation into their native
home in Moroeco, which now became the seat of the
representative of the Khalifate of Cordova. Even
here the Moors were not permitted to remain in

/
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peace. The Portuguese took possession of all their
ports and held them for a considerable period.
Charles I1. of England received Tangier with Catherine
of Portugal ; but this valuable and important posses-
sion was given up voluntarily by England in 1688.
In time the Sultan of Morocco regained possession
of all his ports. From that period to the present
Europe appears to have troubled itself very little
about the Moors.

It is difficult to conceive that the wretched, dirty
specimens of humanity one meets in the streets of
Tangier and other towns of Morocco can be the
descendants of the Moors of Spain who had formed
such a glorious epoch in Spanish history.

The present Sultan of Morocco is now the repre-
sentative of the ancient and powerful Khalifate of
Cordova, and considers himself the Commander of
the Faithful. Heis descended from Muley Ali, whose
branch are not considered so holy as that of Muley
Idris, whose line is now represented by the Grand
Shereef of Wazan.

The land nominally under the sway of the Sultan
comprises the most important portion of Northern
Africa. It abounds in valuable minerals, and the
soil is of the richest description; the climate is
everything that can be desired, and well suited for
Europeans. There are several large rivers passing
through this country, which could be navigated for
hundreds of miles inland, but at present they are
utilised neither for traffic nor irrigation. The whole
country is traversed by the great Atlas chain of
mountains. The grandest sight I ever saw while
staying in Morocco City, which is situated at the foot
of these mountains, was the view of these peaks at
sunrise and sunset from the top of my house.

It seems strange that an enormous territory like
Morocco, naturally so rich and within five days’ steam
of England, should have been permitted to remain
so long in its present barbarous condition. Immense
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tracts of uncultivated land may be met with all over
the interior ; indeed, the whole Empire appears to be
thinly peopled and the greatest part is in a state of
desolation. I have often been struck, while riding
through this country, by the remarkable richness of
the soil, which in some places reaches a depth of fifteen
feet. What a splendid place for British settlers so
near our own doors! The only portion of the country
which is brought under regular cultivation is to be
found near the port towns. The reason for this deplor-
able state of things is not far to seek. The fault lies
with the Moorish Government, as will be revealed
when we examine the administration of the country.

The Sultan is the spiritual and temporal ruler of
Morocco, and he unites in his own person the Govern-
ment of the Empire. His Majesty has a Cabinet of
Ministers, who are mere instruments in his hands,
to carry out his royal will and pleasure. These
Ministers subsist by corruption and oppression.
Every post is sold by them to the highest bidder, the
proceeds being divided between the Sultan and
themselves. Such portions of the Empire of Morocco
as acknowledge the authority of the Sultan are
divided into provinces ruled by Governors. Some
of these officials pay as much as £10,000 for a gover-
norship. When a Governor obtains his post he is at
full liberty to squeeze all he can out of the natives
under his control. So long as he is able to supply the
demands of the Sultan and his Ministers, he can
oppress the poor Moors to his heart’s content.

Although a governorship is a post highly prized
by the Moors, 1t is by no means a bed of roses. A
Governor always lives in fear of not only being de-
posed, but imprisoned for life or perhaps poisoned.
This happens if the Sultan should hear that he has
accumulated wealth. His Majesty considers, on
account of his spiritual character, that the lives,
fortunes, and liberties of his subjects belong to him
and that he can dispose of them as he wills.
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There are several large districts in Morocco whose
inhabitants defy the Sultan’s authority; and al-
though he is continually fighting he is unable to bring
them under his control. He sometimes captures
a few of their chiefs by treachery, who are kept in
prison as hostages for the good behaviour of the
tribes. The heads of other rebellious leaders are
placed over the gates of the principal cities as a
warning to his Majesty’s enemies.

The Sultan’s regular army is about 25,000 strong.
The soldiers are wretchedly equipped and badly
disciplined ; in fact, they are simply a band of robbers
employed for the collection of taxes, in which opera-
tion they scruple not to burn villages and plunder
defenceless people. Their pay is about a penny per
day, out of which they have to find their own food,
which even in Morocco is an impossibility. In the
time of general war the Governors of provinces
have to join the regular army with a certain number
of followers.



CHAPTER III
THE TOWNS OF MOROCCO: TANGIER AND TETUAN

TANGIER, although it has never figured as a capital,
is the most important town of Morocco, situated in a
pretty bay in sight of Gibraltar. Any one landing
there for the first time might well imagine himself
carried back into the mists of the Dark Ages.

The fashions which enter so largely into the lives
of European ladies have not yet disturbed the female
mind of the West. The men cling to the fashions
of their ancestors with the same tenacity with which
they hold to their religion. There is absolutely no
change in their garments; similar burnouses were
probably worn in the time of the Roman occupation.
It seems almost a pity that this phase of oriental
life should ever pass away with the march of modern
civilisation.

The streets of Tangier are narrow and crooked.
The houses are jumbled together without any
design or uniformity. It is walled on every side
with old-fashioned gates, closed at sunset. But
since the Christians have made it a residential habi-
tation, the suburbs have almost become more populous
than the old town, and it is now the abode of many
races. The whole population amounts to about 20,000:
7,000 Jews, 5,000 Spanish, the remaining 8,000 being
made up of various Christian races and Arabs.

The principal market, which is kept outside the
town, is held on Sunday : the Jews will not desecrate
their own Sabbath by transacting business on that
day. It is a strange sight for a European to wander

13
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through the market and observe the curious races
of Arabs from the surrounding districts shouting
in the guttural language of the country—quite a
babel of noises. But, on the whole, they are very
good-natured in all their transactions.

There are capital hotels both inside and outside
the town, quite on the European model for comfort
and convenience. Furnished lodgings can also be
had on reasonable terms. Tangier is usually the
starting-place for all interior travelling: guides and
travelling equipments can be procured here on
reasonable terms. Shooting and fishing can be had
free, which is more than can be said of many countries
in these days. Near Tangier is the ancient site of old
Tangier, the Tingis of the Romans. There is an arch
of that period standing, in fairly good preservation.

Tetuan, Meknez, Fez, and Alkazar are places
within fairly easy reach of Tangier ; but the traveller
must not expect to find macadamised roads and inns
at convenient spots on the highways where he can
refresh himself and his animals. No ; there are no
such luxuries to be found in any part of Morocco.
There are no roads of any kind ; simply rough tracks
which may lead anywhere, and without a guide a
traveller could not make his way with any degree of
safety. There are no bridges over the rivers except
in one or two places near the towns: the traveller
has to wade across. In some parts he may find
boats to take himself and his belongings. There
are no inns in the interior at which a traveller can
rest with any comfort. Native fonduks are to
be found in some parts, where men and animals
may huddle together like one family; but these
habitations are not to be recommended to Europeans.
The traveller, if he wishes to journey in comfort,
must take his own tent, cook, and servants, and
at night pitch his tent in the best place he can find.
There are no shops on the way, so he must carry his
own provisions from Tangier, or from any coast town
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which may form his starting-point. He can of course
buy milk, native butter, fowls, and eggs, on the way,
at very moderate prices. But he must not be in a
hurry. In Morocco the value of time is unknown,
and the natives are not yet acquainted with the
rushing ways of Europeans. So the traveller who
really wishes to enjoy himself must for the time
being cast aside his European ways and manners
and become a quiet, patient Oriental, whom nothing
can disturb. If he happens to hear loud talking
and shouting from his followers and others, let him
not be disturbed. This is the Moorish way: in
their opinion nothing can be done well without much
talking and shouting. The Moors put a tremendous
amount of energy in their talking. The camel is
a quiet, patient beast of burden, and probably the
Moors have learnt a good lesson from this sagacious
animal.

Do not let a traveller imagine that the natives
have no great amount of sense. I can tell him
that they can reason very well. I was once going
along to Morocco City, and we overtook a com-
pany of travelling merchants. We struck up a
sort of acquaintance. After wishing peace to each
other, two of them came over to me and inquired
about the wonders to be found in Christian lands.
One of the wonderful things I thought would strike
their fancy was an account of our railways. They
knew the steamers which came to their own shores
in a most remarkable way. I told them that one of
our ordinary trains would make the journey over
which we were taking three days in about as many
hours. They all exclaimed, ““ God is great”; and,
after obtaining details as to how it was to be done,
I thought I had quite converted them to the idea
of having railways in their land. They went some
distance apart and reasoned amongst themselves.
As we walked along quite near each other I heard
their conversation.
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They said: “Supposing the Christian made this
railway he speaks of in our country, it would carry
all the goods and ourselves to the markets. Then
camels and mules would no longer be required for
carrying the packs of goods to and fro. This would
be a loss to the owners of these faithful animals.”
They finally decided, on these grounds, against the
railway. But they were very good-natured over it.
They came and inquired about many other things,
and they assured me of a warm welcome in Morocco
City, and they would show me its wonderful industries.
In this matter they were as good as their word. At
another time some of their philosophers were pointing
out to me that God, in His wisdom, had decreed that
all the Christians were the natural slaves of the
Mohammedans. In confirmation of this strange
theory they pointed out that we manufactured goods
for them and brought them in great ships to their
very doors. I answered that we Christians were
always glad to make articles for any kind of people
without any question as to their religion, so long as
we were paid for it.

Since the French have taken up their new réle
as civilising agency in connection with Spain, they
are endeavouring to make improvements in Tangier.
The sanitation i1s being attended to, and a mueh-
needed mole, or landing-place, has been built. A
Commission has charge of these improvements, and
is empowered to raise taxation on property. The
Commission is composed of M. Fillipe, French Consul ;
M. Daniel Saurin, French barrister-at-law, and Si
Larbi Ben Messoud, a Moor. The English are the
largest landed proprietors in Tangier and its neigh-
bourhood, yet not a single Englishman is found on
the Commussion or sub-Commisgsion—which is con-
sidered to be particularly unfair to the British, without
whose support France would never have been per-
mitted to have the controlling influence in Morocco.
Heavy taxes are imposed on the European owners
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of property round Tangier by this Commission, for the
purpose, it was said, of improving the roads, ete.,
but so far no improvement has been made. There
is, however, a fine boulevard now running along above
the beach. The French could not be happy unless
they had this improvement. Large houses have
been built facing it. The whole property belongs to
a French company. These French improvements
must look strange to the minds of the natives, who
have never been accustomed to change, especially in
houses or streets.

I am sorry to relate that the Europeans have
unfortunately carried with them the vices of their
own land. Drink, the curse of our own and other
countries, has been introduced, and spirits and wines
of a low class are sold, without restrictions, to
natives or others. This poison will gradually but
surely make its way into all classes of the com-
munity—even the present Sultan is said to have
fallen under its influence. Another of the European
vices which has been allowed to raise its head in
Tangier without any check from the ministers of
Christian nations, is gambling. On this question I
cannot do better than quote the following from the
first English paper established in Tangier, El Maghrib
Al Aksa, of February 7, 1910 :

“ Here, in Tangier, the residence of the repre-
sentatives of Christendom and civilisation, there is
no fear of any arrest for gaming, notwithstanding
that the gambling dens are legion, for many of those
in authority who might stop the game appear to be
the most interested in keeping 1t in a flourishing
state. From the highest place of meeting, whether
public or private, down to the lowest tavern and
brothel, almost every one of them is a place devoted
to induce their members or customers to tempt their
fortune, or stand a chance.

¢ Dice-throwing, lotteries, raffles, roulette, baccarat,
rouge-et-noir, trente-et-quarante, monte, and several

2
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other games are the favourite pastimes of many of
the good people of Tangier. And the worse they
fare in the games the more interested they seem to
be in trying again the wheel of Fortune.

“ A good many are known, among the young folks,
who were obliged to embark for South America for
a settlement of accounts with their creditors in this
part of the world.

“ Functionaries that were enjoying a good salary
and a high repute not only lost their last penny
after a blind bargain, but had to have recourse to
borrowing at a heavy interest. Seeking a way out
of the difficulty, some of them resorted to mal-
practices, but were detected and lost their situations;
others had to be transferred from here, and were
rewarded with an Irish promotion, with less than
half of the former pay; the result for them and
the unfortunate families was ruin and tears.

“ A gamester cannot be trusted, as through gam-
bling he loses what is confided to him, and wrecks
everything—his situation, even his own existence.
Time was when the foreign authorities did not allow
gambling in Tangier. When one of these dens was
discovered, the Consul under whose jurisdiction was
the owner of the place proceeded to the confiscation
of the roulette or gaming-table and effects, and the
closing of the premises. Sometimes a heavy fine
put an effective end to the business, as complaints
from the victimised families were most bitter and
pressing. A remarkable case was when, in the course
of three days, the ownership of the game passed
from one nationality to another and put in com-
motion almost every Consulate and Legation until
the property of the gambling place fell in turn to a
Moroccan subject, and the Basha had to step in,
closed the premises, and seized the roulette, which
was conveyed on a donkey to the Kasbah.

““Those were high times indeed, but now every-
thing is changed. The most disreputable practices
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are now permitted to go on unmolested, and even
crimes like the robbery of landed property and the
forgery of title-deeds are allowed to go scot-free. We
wonder whether such leniency is for the sake of
increasing the interests and prestige of the nations
concerned !

““ Woe for the civilisation that is being introduced
in Morocco at the beginning of the twentieth
century !

How is it possible for missionary effort to meet
with the success we would look for, when the Moors
see that the subjects of Christian nations introduce
into their midst the worst vices of Europe? In
this connection Mr. Gurney, at the request of the
late Sultan Abdul Aziz, held a remarkable conver-
sation with Cid Abdul Kerim Ben Sleeman, the
Foreign Minister, whose words ought to make many
a foreign representative blush for shame. Ben
Sleeman spoke of the importation of liquor into
Morocco. He said it was originally imported only for
the foreign officials and their servants. He would
like to make it punishable for any Moorish servants
or chieftains to get drunk. They should be dis-
missed from their employment after three offences
of drunkenness. The drinking of spirituous liquor of
any kind, he asserted, was against the Mohammedan
religion. The Moors, the minister added, would
be iriends for ever with any one who would help
them to stop the importation of liquor into Morocco.
The value of inferior spirits imported into Morocco in
1893 was £9,876; for 1908 the imports of wines and
spirits rose to £122,295, and the amount will of course
increase every year unless a check is placed on this
traffic by the European Powers. It can only help to
demoralise the natives and bring the name of Christian
into contempt. The ““ Native Races Committee *’ in
England has protested against this traffic, and it is
to be hoped that something may be done to abolish it.

Tangier has always been the seat of the represen-
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tatives of European nations. This is the town where
many an intrigue is hatched, and where unreliable
news is manufactured for Europe. The Sultan of
Morocco, unlike the monarchs of other nations, has
no settled Court, where foreign ministers could reside
and be in direct touch with his Majesty ; he is a
nomad, a kind of wanderer. Sometimes he is at Fez,
his northern capital ; at times he is in Morocco City,
his southern capital. He stays at Meknez, Rabat, and
other places, at other times he is engaged in ¢ eating
up the tribes,” as it is termed ; in other words, he
and his followers are making raids on some defenceless
villages, plundering them right and left, chopping off
the heads of a few offenders, and sending them, after
being salted, to his capitals, there to be stuck over
the principal gates as a warning to evil-doers.

For the special benefit of the European ministers,
he places a Moorish minister at Tangier, who acts
as a buffer between the Sultan and his ministers (who
are always moving about), and the representatives
of European Powers. These Moors are born diplo-
matists. They are patient, polite, and particularly
cunning. They have for many years played off one
European Power against the other ; and I expect the
same diplomatic game is engaged in now. The Moors
knew the jealousy which existed between the Christian
nations. They took advantage of this, and still do
so in a more or less degree.

The Sultan himself seems to avoid Tangier on
account of its being the residence of too many Euro-
peans, who are in a measure hateful to his Majesty.
In Tangier a European can acquire property with
perfect ease, while in other port towns it is rendered
almost impossible—at all events much trouble has to
be taken before a scrap of land can be purchased.
The presence of foreign ministers in Tangier no doubt
facilitates the transfer of landed property at that place.

It seems very unsatisfactory that the presence of
European ministers does not have a restraining
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influence on evil-doing in Tangier. Surely they could
unite in routing out gambling, drink, and other public
vices, which are undoubtedly a standing disgrace
to us. The Moorish authorities are willing that
those evils should be stamped out of their borders;
so in this matter they do not stand as a stumbling-
block against their much-needed reformation. I
know that jealousy and suspicion still lurk in the
councils of the foreign ministers, and one minister,
however willing he may be, cannot make much
headway if he stands alone; but I cannot help
thinking that if an appeal were made to all these
Ministers they would stand in line for reformation,
especially when they are asked to help to take the
beam out of our own eyes before we ask the Moors
to take the mote out of theirs.

One illustrious personage, who may be called a
pathetic figure, has made Tangier the abode of his
retirement from the affairs of State. That is Abdul
Aziz, ex-Sultan of Morocco. He built for himself
a fine house on a hill near Tangier. He likes receiving
visits from the European ministers and old friends.
He often regrets that, when he was Sultan, he had
not his present knowledge of what he could have done
for his people. He will be able now, in his loneliness,
to contemplate the hollowness of human friendship.
How different would have been his rule if he had
cleared his Court of designing European adventurers,
who flocked to him for the sole purpose of enriching
themselves at his expense, and who did not care one
straw for his people or himself! They were finally
his ruin. If he had surrounded himself with wise
and experienced counsellors, he might have been
the means of promoting the raising of his people
from the depths of degradation into which they
had sunk and of elevating them to a high state of
civilisation, as of old. He, poor man, had no
European adviser near him on whom he could rely.
Let us hope that his successor may learn wisdom
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from the experience of Muley Abdul Aziz, who is
perhaps happier without the thorny Crown of State,
which, even in despotic Morocco, is rather heavy
to wear.

Here are the headquarters of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, also those of the North African
Mission ; the Moorish Room, the Home for Freed
Women Slaves, Mission hospitals, the Anglo-Jewish
schools and other philanthropic agencies are also
carried on from this point.

Cape Spartel lighthouse is situated within an easy
ride of Tangier ; beautiful views of the Atlantic and
the surrounding country can be obtained from it.
It is well worth a visit.

Tetuan is the nearest and most interesting town
near Tangier. It is a day’s journey on horseback,
the track passing through the Angera country, which
is most picturesque. Hill tribes inhabiting these
districts are often in revolt against the Sultan, but
they do not molest Europeans in any way. About
half-way a quaint old fonduk or caravansary is
met, situated far up in a lonely spot in the hills. Al-
though it cannot be recommended as an hotel for
Europeans to reside in, yet it is a capital resting-place
for travellers on the way. Splendid views of the sur-
rounding country can be obtained from this spot.
A cup of strong coffee or green tea can be obtained
here without having to tip the waiters. Tetuan itself
is very ancient. Thoroughly Moorish in character,
it is situated on high ground and has been strongly
fortified after the Moorish fashion. The river Martil
passes near it and reaches the sea at about six miles
distant ; its mouth can be entered by ships. Tetuan
is not a great commercial centre. Many rich Moors
reside here, who can trace their origin to the time
when their ancestors were expelled from Spain. The
descendants of those ancient families have been
settled here ever since. They carried with them the
various arts which they carried on in Spain in olden
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times. Beautiful painted wood-work can be found
here, and many travellers take specimens to Europe.
There is a Jewish hotel-keeper here who acted also
as Vice-Consul. He kept a book for visitors as far
back as 1836. Many strange names appear in it, and
their ideas of the place are very entertaining. The
population of Tetuan is 10,000, of whom 3,000 are
Jews. The Jews founded a school here in 1866 ;
there are 340 pupils in it. The Franciscan Friars
have a college and church here.



CHAPTER IV

ARZILA, LARAICHE, MEHEDIA, RABAT, SALLEE, CASA-
BLANCA, MAZAGAN, SAFFEE, AND MOGADOR

Arziva, which is the next town to Tangier, is insig-
nificant, and is situated at the mouth of the river
El Hashaof. Laraiche is the next coast town; it
stands at the mouth of the river Lucus, which has
a dangerous bar and is considered the least acces-
sible port in the Moorish Empire. There is, however,
plenty of water inside the bar, where vessels can
safely load, if they do not draw more than eleven
feet of water, in spring tides. There is sometimes
thirteen or fourteen feet of water on the bar. Luxu-
riant vegetation grows on the banks of the Lucus.
The odour of the orange-blossoms from the orchards
at a certain season of the year impregnates the air
of the surrounding country to a considerable extent.
Excellent grapes are also produced here. The Moors
consider this the site of the famous garden of Hes-
perides. The population of Laraiche 1s about 5,000.

Mehedia is the next port. It is situated at the
mouth of the river Sebou. This is a very large river :
it reaches as far as Fez, and has five tributaries. The
town itself i1s in a most ruinous condition, and little
frequented by European travellers. The great
tribe of Beni Hassan occupies the country which
lies between this town and Sallee, the seat of the
ancient sea-rovers, who were a terror to many mariners
in the old days of high-sea robbery. Mr. Gurney
and I went through the Beni Hassan country on
our way to Morocco City. Their land seemed to be
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fertile and well cultivated. These powerful people
are a terror to the Sultan and his Governors. They
have a custom amongst them that no man may
marry unless he owns a horse and can ride well. We
found that the Governor of Mehedia at that time was
in fear of these people and could hardly stir with
safety outside the walls of the town. We found them
quite friendly, and willing to sell anything we wanted.

The next town is Sallee, the home of the old
sea-rovers, a most fanatical place. Years ago it
would have been quite unsafe for a Christian to
be seen here. I thought of that time when I rode
through the town and selected oranges from their
shops ; not a murmur was raised against the hateful
Christian, although the late Sir John Hay and his
party were treated rather badly when they visited
this town. It stands on one side of the river Boo
Regrey, while Rabat, the next town, with the
famous Hassan Tower, stands on the opposite side of
the river. This is perhaps the most interesting town
on all the coast of Morocco. The harbour—if it can
be called such—is one of the most dangerous on
the whole coast.” But, fortunately, the natives are
splendid boat carpenters, and they construct excellent
lighters that can stand almost any amount of surf,
and the boatmen are a capital set of men, who know
their business. It is really marvellous how well and
skilfully they manage their boats, and with what
very few mishaps. The town is perhaps the oldest
on the coast, and possesses the most ancient ruins
that can be found anywhere in this country. Here
stands the beautiful Hassan Tower, which at one
time belonged to a great mosque which has long since
fallen into ruins. The architect of this tower has
always been credited as having designed three: the
tower of Rabat, the tower of the Kutabia in Morocco
City, and the Giralda in Seville. They are certainly
of the same design. Near the town of Rabat stand
the ruins of the ancient town of Shellah, said to be
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the remains of a Carthaginian city. We find in it
Roman vaults. It also contains the royal tombs of
the early emperors of Morocco. The following
are some of the inscriptions, which may prove of
interest, translated from the Arabic by M. H. Sauvaire.
The photographs of the inscriptions were taken by
the late Mr. Theodore S. Redman, of Mazagan.

This is the grave of our master the Sultan, the Caliph,
the Imam, the Emir of the Mussulmans and Defender
of the Religion, the Champion of the Faith in the way
of the master of the worlds. ¢ Abou.” Hassan, the
son of our master the Sultan, the Caliph, the Imam, the
Emir of the Mussulmans, and the Defender of the Re-
ligion, the Champion of the Faith in the way of the
masters of the worlds. * Abou.” Yousef Yakoub, the
son of Abdul El Hakk. May God sanctify his soul.

On the other side:

And lighten his grave. He died—may God be satis-
fied with him and content him in the mountain of Hen-
talah in the night of Monday to Tuesday, the twenty-
seventh day of the month of Rabi, first blessed of the
year seven hundred and fifty-two—and was buried in
the giblah of the mosque cathedral of El Mansour at
Marakesh. May God do that it be always full with
the song of the Canticles (or memory). Then he was
transferred from there to the sepulchre. Blessed and
sanctified of Chellah. May God grant His blessing and
welcome to him in His paradise. May God bless our
Lord Mohammed and his family, and grant him the
salute.

Glory to God, this is the grave of our mistress, the
free-born, the pure, the pious, the virtuous, the daughter
of the Sultan, the Imam. The good qualities and the
numerous titles of glory of whom are too brilliant to
be numbered or related. Our master, the Emir of the
Faithful, El Moutawakkel, he who pleases his con-
fidence, Ala rabb El Alamin, in the master of the
worlds. “ Abou.” Enan, the son of the Emir of the
Mussulmen. “ Abou.” El Hassan, the son of the Caliph,
the great and notable Emams. May God give her for
residence His vast paradise, and grant her forgiveness
and mercy. Her death took place on Friday, fourth day
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of Rajab, the single year, seven hundred and fifty. She
was buried immediately after the prayer at the Friday,
in the presence of our master, the Caliph El Mansour,
assisted by God, and those of the notabilities from
east to west, who were present in great numbers at
her funeral. My God, be he exalted; give strength
to his commands. Enlarge His great and glorious
thoughts ; perpetuate the memory of his noble feats and
his generosity ; be his friend and protector, and gratify
him at the same time with the welfare of this world and
the other. “ Abou.”

AN INSCRIPTION ON MARBLE IN A WALL
AT SHELLAH

I take refuge near God against Satan, in the name of
God, clement and merciful. God bless our Lord Mo-
hammed and his family and address him salutations.
Surate 1x. verses 26 and 27. All thatis on the earth and
there will remain the face of thy master surrounded with
majesty and glory. This is the grave of our lord and
master, the just king, El Mansour, the Champion of
the Faith, the martyr Emir of the Mussulmen, Defender
of the Religion, the sanctified. Upon whom God have
mercy.

Yousef, the son of Abdul Hakk. God sanctify his
soul, and refresh his sepulchre. He died a martyr on
the day of Wednesday, the seventh in the year seven

hundred and six.

Around the stone is engraved the Surate xxi.
verses 32-34.

AN INSCRIPTION ON AN ALTAR-PIECE
AT SHELLAH

In the centre are verses 33-34 of the Surate xxi.,
on the right side verses 2-5 of the Surate ii., and on
the left side are the words :

I take my refuge near God to defend myself against
Satan, in the name of God clement and merciful.
God bless our Lord Mohammed.

It would be difficult at all times to photograph
the inscriptions of these royal tombs, and more



28 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

especially at the period at which these were taken.
I am not aware of any having ever been taken
except by the late Mr. Redman, to whose brother I
am indebted for the negatives.

Rabat is especially famous for the manufacture of
carpets. They command a high price, but they are of
-excellent quality, made of pure wool in beautiful
designs. They are of brilliant colours which do not
fade. These carpets are manufactured by hand-
looms. They are as yet unable to make them into
squares similar to those of Turkey. They could, no
doubt, get over this difficulty if they had modern
looms. The population of Rabat is about 20,000.

Casablanca 1s perhaps, commercially speaking, the
most important town on the whole coast of Morocco.
It is surrounded by a fairly rich country, from
which it draws a considerable trade. The present
town is comparatively modern. At one time it
was composed merely of mud huts. The ruins of a
much older town are not far distant. Casablanca
was recently the scene of the French effort at bringing
the Moors under subjection, in which they were as-
sisted by the Spanish troops. This was carried out
under the powers which were conferred on them by
the Algeciras Act of 1906. I cannot help thinking
that a little more tact on the part of France would
have avoided this regrettable incident altogether.
As it is, she has aroused the suspicions of the
Moors, whose confidence in her disinterested mis-
sion is broken. In the introduction of French
improvements, which they believed were of little
use, they detected an idea of conquest, and this
they would naturally resist, for there are no people
more jealous of their independence than the Moors.
If the French had exercised patience and forbear-
ance, and studied the character of the people, and
endeavoured to carry out improvements which the
Moors could understand, such as the construction
of cart-roads and bridges—not tramways, railways,
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and electric light at first—the Moors would have
appreciated such improvements, which would facili-
tate the transit of merchandise from the surrounding
country to Casablanca, or any other town. This
would have been a real benefit to the inhabitants.
The Moors are in some ways like children, easily
upset. The harbour of Casablanca could be easily
improved, which would make it one of the best
landing-places on the coast. There is a Jewish
school in this town, also a Spanish one, and several
missionaries are stationed here. The population is
about 12,000.

Between Casablanca and Mazagan stands the
town of Azammur, on the banks of the river of that
name. It is of considerable size, surrounded by a
wall, like all Moorish towns, and possessing a popula-
tion of about 8,000.

Mazagan was built in 1513 by the Portuguese,
who, after an occupation of 288 years, evacuated it
and gave it up to the Moors, who have retained it
ever since. It is well situated for commerce, having
the large and fertile provinee of Dukkala in its neigh-
bourhood, where all kinds of grain and cattle are
procurable for the trade of the port. It is distant
about 120 miles from the city of Morocco. In view
of the level nature of the intervening country a good
macadamised road could be made from this port
to the city of Morocco at a small cost. What a
tremendous change a simple road would make to
the district! It would open a direct road to the
slopes of the Atlas Mountains, and would bring
the commerce of those distant places within easy
reach of the sea. Mazagan is situated in a bay
that has a good anchorage for shipping in six or
seven fathoms of water, at about three quarters of
a mile from the shore, well sheltered from the south
and south-westerly gales by the land, and from the
north-west by a reef of rocks. It has a well-built
wall for the protection of lighterage, a landing-place
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at the water-gate, and a large, well-built custom-
house. Much could be done to still improve this port
for shipping and the landing of cargo. A Spanish
school and Christian missionaries are stationed here.
The population of the town is about 6,000.

The town of Saffee is simply an open roadstead,
and is especially bad for sailing-vessels. It is ren-
dered still worse by rocks under water. The sanitary
arrangements of this town are particularly defective
—those of all the towns are bad. The captains of
the steamers that touched there used to say that
they could smell Saffee out at sea. At night they
knew when they were coming near it on account
of its odours. A good deal of trade is carried on
at this port under much difficulty. It is pictu-
resquely situated, and is really an interesting, quaint
old town. It is surrounded on the land side by the
province of Abda. The population is about 8,000.

Mogador is the most southern port of Moroceo,
with the exception of Cape Juby. It is within
sight of the Atlas Mountains. It was built in 1760
by Sultan Sidi Mohammed in order to draw to it
the trade of the Sus, when Agadir was closed. Its
plan is entirely different from that of all other Moorish
towns. The principal streets are wide and straight.
The Sultan began to build a palace outside the town,
but it is now falling to pieces and almost covered
with sand. The town is enclosed with a fortified
wall, and is entered by four gates, which are closed
at sunset. An excellent supply of water is brought
to it from springs near the village of Diabat by an
aqueduct about two miles long. It keeps a number
of public tanks in the town constantly well filled
and also serves for the irrigation of market gardens
outside the town. Mogador is well supplied with
provisions—meat, fish, fruit, vegetables, etc.

Built on the very verge of the Atlantic, and right
in the track of the north-easterly trade winds which
blow with such frequency during the summer months,
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this town is perhaps the healthiest on the coast. It
is not subject to extremes of heat; in fact, there is
not much more than 10° variation between the mean
summer and winter heat. The anchorage in the bay,
partly sheltered by an island about three quarters
of a mile long, is good in the summer time, but is
frequently dangerous, especially for sailing crafts, in
the winter, when the south-westerly winds occa-
sionally send in heavy seas. The best hotel is the
Palm-tree, some distance outside the town.

The country round Mogador is particularly inter-
esting. The great and rich provinces of Shiadma
and Haha reach almost to the gates of the city.
Beautiful forests of argan and olive trees abound
in these regions. When I stayed for some time in
Mogador with my good friends Mr. and Mrs. Zerbib,
I used to take a ride nearly every day into the country
and drink large quantities of the milk which I pro-
cured at farm-houses. The people missed me when
I went away, and named me the Lord of the Milk, as
they did not know my name.

On one occasion I met a rather pretty woman,
and asked her for milk. She said she would procure
me some, which she very kindly did. I asked her
if she was married. She answered, “ Yes; I am
married to a Moor who is a farmer,” and pointed
out the farm. She seemed so bright and happy that
I asked if her husband had more than one wife.
“He has two,” she answered. “I hope some
day he will have four, which is the number the
Koran allows.” I was somewhat surprised at this
answer, 80 I asked her the reason for her gladness.
She explained that, as he had only two, she had to
take a week about at work, whereas if he had the
regulation number, four, she would only have to work
one week in four. This simple person seemed quite
contented with the arrangement. The reason which
prevented the Moor from having the four wives was
that he could not afford more than two.
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The population of Mogador is given at 16,000.
About one-third are Jews, who mostly live in their own
quarter. The Christians live in the Mohammedan
quarter. Mr. Zerbib has been carrying on mission
work among the Jews here for nearly thirty years.
He and his wife are devoted workers in the good cause.
The Anglo-Jewish Society have a school here, carried
on by Madam Corcos, with very good results. The
South African Mission has quarters here. There is
a regular communication carried on between this
town and Morocco City. A great part of the country
along the way is very lovely, through which a
delightful trip can be made with great ease and
enjoyment. Most of the trade of the Sus and the
far Sudan passes through Mogador. The market is
often held in the principal square, and sometimes
outside the gate.

Easter is a bad time for setting out on a journey
from this town. Had it not been, on one occasion,
my good fortune to meet a friend in the person
of a Moor who joined my party when I was set-
ting out for Morocco City, I should have had to
live on Passover bread all the way. After starting
I found that my cook, who belonged to the tribe
of Levi, would not touch fire on any account;
and therefore I could get nothing cooked. But the
Moorish recruit came to my aid. He had no such
scruples, he said, as the Levite ; so I fared on the whole
sumptuously all the way there and back. I hope
other travellers will profit by this information.

Ruins are found on the way from Mogador to
Morocco City which are well worthy of a visit, and
the traveller is in sight, nearly the whole of the way,
of the great chain of the Atlas Mountains, which reach
their greatest altitude near Morocco City. The view
is particularly grand. On the one side stretches a
great tract of country of the Shiadma and Rahamna,
and on the other side towers up the great Atlas
covered with perpetual snow, forming a mighty ram-
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part dividing Morocco from the Sahara Desert. Its
snow-capped heights cool the breezes of the plains
and render them pleasant habitations for man and
beast, and the melting of snows on these great
heights sends down the fertilising streams which make
the plains and valleys below the most fertile of all
places on earth.



CHAPTER V
MOROCCO CITY; FEZ; MIKNEZ

Morocco CIty is situated on an immense plain. The
high tower of the great mosque can be seen in the
distance and the tall palm-trees of the extensive
gardens which surround the city help to form a
pretty oriental picture. The traveller, crossing the
crumbling old bridge over the river Tensift, which
falls into the Atlantic between Saffee and Mogador,
usually enters the city by the Dukkala Gate. The
streets are winding and confusing to a stranger, and
the appearance of the city gives one the idea of decay
and ruin. The mud walls are crumbling to pieces,
and many of the houses are in a tumble-down con-
dition.

Morocco City is of great importance, being the
second capital of the empire. It was founded
many centuries ago by Sid Yoosef, one of the Sultans
of the country.

The great mosque is the most interesting building
in the town. The tower, which is about 250
feet high, makes a splendid landmark. There are
many large olive, orange, and other fruit-gardens
within the walls of the city. The streets are narrow
and crooked, without names, and the houses without
numbers, like all Moorish towns.

In Morocco City there are markets of many kinds.
There is a slave market, which is held every Friday,
also skin, oil, grain, and other markets. Here we
have a street where old shoes are mended and new
ones made and exposed for sale, there a street for old

34
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clothes, and others for saddlery, ironmongery, grinding
mills, gunsmiths, daggers, and swords. The pottery
is truly Moorish in character. Fruit, charcoal, and
co08-cooso have markets of their own. Bread and
meat have their peculiar quarters. Water-carriers go
about with skins supplying the thirsty with drink.
Cloth fairs, native and foreign, are held every after-
noon, and men go about selling their wares in public.
Morocco leather is made here, and that is also sold
in public auction. Soup-kitchens are found at
many convenient corners for the hungry Arabs.
Coffee-houses also abound, where Moorish questions
are discussed in the midst of coffee-drinking, and
the smoking of keef. The snake-charmers take their
stand in the market-places to entertain the in-
habitants, and the story-teller finds eager listeners
to his marvellous tales. The barber thrives here
also, and is busy shaving the heads of the faithful.
Astrologers may be found squatting on the ground
with their mystic books, selling charms to the
credulous.

A holy man of the Sahara, who was very
friendly to me, gave me, as his parting gift when
dying, his book of charms. It was his only property,
and I have always valued it.

Other poor wretches may be met with, appealing
to the benevolent for alms in the name of some
favourite saint. At the gates the lawyers, with
their large white turbans, are to be seen seated on
the ground busy makmg out documents of law.
Apothecaries’ shops are very abundant, the medicine
being principally herbs, and the chemist tells the
virtue of each without any extra charge. The Moors
seem to have a great faith in the powers of a Christian
for healing. One day I was sitting in the market-
place talking to one or two merchants. While I
was speaking two young men brought their brother,
who was not able to walk; they carried him most
carefully and brought him in front of the shop where
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I sat, and asked me to heal him. Great was their
faith, and I only wish I had the power to heal their
brother. I was, however, obliged to say that I was
unable to cure him, and they went sorrowfully away.
At another time I was selecting medicinal herbs 1n
the open market-place to take with me to England.
A crowd of Moors came round, and remarked, “ Look
at the Christian ; he is buying medicine by which he
can cure the people in his own country.” They
came forward and told me the virtue of each herb, so
as to help me.

Cook-shops are found in various places, and paint
for beautifying the ladies is sold everywhere. We
pass ladies, as we move along, completely covered
from.view with the exception of their eyes. The
ideas of liberty which the suffragettes uphold in
this country have not yet reached Morocco. Public
fountains are met with at various places, one of them
bearing the inscription, ““ Look and drink.” There
is even a system of sewerage ; but there is great need
of sanitary inspectors to see that the streets and
houses are kept clean.

When I made my first visit to this city I was sur-
prised at the arbitrary power which the Sultan
exercises over his subjects through his governors.
The Sultan was then present in the city. I sent my
soldier to the governor with a letter asking for the
use of a house during my stay, thinking they had
empty ones. He came back with two soldiers
from the governor, asking me to come and choose
a house. I replied that I would be quite satisfied
with any choice they might make. They went
away and soon returned and told me that they
selected a nice one for me in the Mohammedan
quarter. I went to see it, and found it a dear little
house with a small courtyard in the middle, with a
small fountain, which was then dry, as the house was
empty. So I moved in at once, with all my belong-
ings. As soon as I came in, the same day a strange
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Jew came in and welcomed me to Morocco City. I
did not know him, but he told me he was a Levite.
He said that he would send me furniture and bread for
my use every day, and also wine from the famous
district of Dimnat sealed with the seal of the priest,
as an evidence of purity. All this was to be done
without any pay. All I had to do, while I remained
in the city, was to dine with him every Saturday,
which was their Sabbath day. I had no difficulty
in making up my mind to accept such a generous
offer. He lived in the Jewish quarter, and although,
as I afterwards heard, he was a rich man, he was
obliged to take off his slippers when coming into the
Mohammedan quarter. He sent the furniture, bread
and wine, and made me quite comfortable.

I went the first Saturday to dinner, and I found
that he lived in a beautiful house. On my arrival
the dinner was all laid, with a snow-white cloth over
it, and his wife, dressed in gorgeous clothes, served
the edibles. Another Levite was present when we
sat down to dinner. My good friend took his seat,
and the cloth was removed. He then took the
bread, broke it and blessed it, and, taking the
pieces, handed them in turn to each of us. He then
took the cup of wine, blessed it and drank a little
and handed it over to us. The same ceremony was
gone through each time I went. Dining at a Jewish
house was quite a new experience to me.

After I had been in my house a few days an old,
respectable Moor came quietly to the house. He
was asked in, and he sat down and explained, in a very
humble manner, that the house which I occupied
was his property, and that the Sultan’s governor
had turned him out, and all his belongings, at a
moment’s notice, to make room for me. He even
feared worse evils might happen to him. I assured
him that I was very sorry to have been the inno-
cent cause of depriving him of his pretty house, but
that I would take great care of it. He was then at
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ease, and often came in to have a chat. I improved
his dwelling in some respects by killing a large snake
we found in it. I smashed his head with a tent-pole,
to the great amazement of the neighbours, who
flocked in to see it. The Moors leave these reptiles
alone, to roam about as they like.

I always remember, with a great sense of pleasure,
an incident that took place on the morning I left
that house on my way back to Mogador. An un-
known female hand came out at a door near by, and
handed me a basin of milk to drink. I never saw
her face or person, but thanked her all the same.

There are now English missionaries located here,
and a Vice-Consul. The population of Moroceo City
1s about 60,000, which is much increased when the
Sultan makes one of his periodical visits to his
southern capital, or during fair time. A splendid
view of the great Atlas chain of mountains can be
obtained from the city. Herelived, in great affluence,
Sid Boobeker, for many years the Agent of the British
Government, who rose from a stable-boy to be one of
the richest men in the country. Mr. Gurney and I
visited and dined with him at his country house
near Morocco City. The house was surrounded by
extensive grounds, walled in and watered from the
Atlas Mountains. He employed over 1,200 people
in his garden, as he called it, and the produce from
the olives alone made £4,000 a year. Being protected,
he had no taxes to pay, very much to the annoy-
ance of the Moorish tax-gatherer.

Fez is a very ancient city, the northern capital
of Morocco, and, on account of its sanctity, the
favourite residence of the Sultan. It is within
fairly easy reach of Tangier. It is situated in
the beautiful valley of the river Sebou, surrounded
by high mountains. It abounds in groves of lemon,
pomegranates, and other fruit-trees. It is, in every
sense of the word, the most sacred city in Morocco.
It is said to contain about 360 mosques, or sanctu-
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aries, and the numerous minarets which adorn
it can be seen towering above the whitewashed
houses all over the city. The sacred tomb of Mulay
Idris is here a favourite resort of the faithful. The
great Mohammedan University and library are here.

I had with me at Cape Juby a man who had been
educated in this city. He had been to Europe and
acquired, during his stay there, one of the worst vices
of our land—drink. He became its slave in every
way. I tried to reform him, but I am afraid that
I was not very successful. He was a beautiful
Arabic writer, and I asked him who taught him to
write so beautifully. Madani—for that was his name
—sald that, when he was sent by his father to the
University, the head master showed him his own
writing and at the same time held up a thick
stick. He told him that, unless he could learn to
write as well as himself, he would use that stick
pretty freely on his back. Madani told me that he
tried his hardest to write like him, as he had always
the fear of that thick stick before his eyes. And I
should think he had quite equalled his master, if he
did not surpass him.

The education which is imparted at this Univer-
sity is not of a very high order. It consists mostly
of a religious training, with special attention to
the study of Mohammedan law, which is based
on the Koran. In the twelfth century Fez was
famous for its schools and universities. It may
be said to have been one of the most celebrated
cities in the world at that period, and many
renowned Arab writers received their education
there, and left their mark upon literature and art.
That period of greatness has departed; but, let
us hope, not for ever. The universities may still
rise, out of the dust of ages, to greatness and power,
and educate Moors who may throw lustre on their
own land and help to raise it to a high state
of civilisation. Let the Moors look iback to the
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greatness of their past history, and try not only to
emulate their forefathers, but surpass them. It is
a task worthy of the race to which they belong.

Fez is yet the most important city of the Khalifate
of the West. Its population is about 100,000. It
was at one time the seat of one of the four kingdoms
of which Morocco was anciently composed. It is
divided into two cities—Old and New Fez—both
standing on each side of the river Sebou. Old Fez
was founded in A.p. 808, by Muley Idris, a descendant
of the prophet Mohammed by Fatima, his daughter.
New Fez was founded, in A.p. 1267, by Abu Yoosef
ben Abdul El Hakk.

The streets are narrow, like those of all other Moorish
towns. The most notable building in the city is the
g‘reat and famous mosque of El Kairawan. It has

70 columns and sixteen naves, each having twenty-
one arches, and can accommodate 22,700 persons. The
tower, or minaret, was constructed by order of Ahmed
ben Ali Beker. This tower is also celebrated for its
great height and beauty. Pilgrimages are made by
the faithful to the tomb of Muley Idris, and it is here
that the Sultan takes the oath when he is acknow-
ledged as ruler of Morocco.

The country round is fertile, yielding palm,
oranges, lemons, and other products. The great
library of Fez, which is the most famous in Northern
Africa, may in time, when its hidden treasures are
brought to light, prove a mine of wealth to the students
of history. Fez, industrially and commercially, is
the most important of all the cities of Morocco. It
has manufactures of woollen and silk of the finest
description, surpassing anything produced in other
cities of the empire, and much prized in this country.
Magnificent carpets, beautiful tiles, and arms of the
finest workmanship bear testimony also to the skill
of its craftsmen.

Commercial communication is now carried on
between Fez, Rabat, and Tangier and the surround-
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ing country. Fez is distant 375 miles from Morocco
City. There can be no doubt that, in time, the river
Sebou will be opened up for navigation from its
mouth at Mehedia to the city of Fez, for the mouth
of that river is its natural commercial outlet.

Fez and many interestin% places around are worthy
of visit and exploration by any traveller who has
leisure at his disposal. The Vice-Consuls of various
Powers have their quarters in the city; also the
North African mission does good work here.

Meknez, which was the capital of a small kingdom,
18 situated not far from Fez. It is called the treasure
city. The Sultans make it their halting-place on
their way to and from Morocco City. The Sultan
is supposed to keep all his treasure in this city, but I
surmise that in these days, when the richest subjects
are under foreign protection, and therefore exempt
from taxation, he has very little treasure left to
hide. Meknez was founded by the Berbers before
the Arab invasion. It remained an independent
kingdom until A.p. 1150, when it was taken by Abd
El Mumen, and partly destroyed. The Sultan Abu
Yoosef ben Abdul El Hakk built a magnificent
strong castle in Meknez in A.p. 1276. The Sultan
has a fine palace here, and it is supposed that the fabu-
lous treasure which it contains is guarded by negroes.
This story is really only the creation of some fertile
brain.

The streets of this city are much wider than those
of any other town in Morocco, with the exception
of Mogador. The population is calculated at 40,000.
Near the place is a great plantation of olive-trees,
which are said to have been planted by order of
Muley Ismael. It is supposed that the extraordinary
total of four million trees were planted at one time.
The commerce and industries of Meknez are insigni-
ficant.

The next town of importance, although not com-
mercially, is that of Wazzan. It is the city of the
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Grand Shereef, who is a true descendant of the prophet
Mohammed. His followers are numerous, scattered
along a great part of Northern Africa. The Shereefs
have, in years gone by, exercised immense influence
among their followers, and their presence has at times
done more to bring turbulent tribes under subjection
than the presence of an army. On this account they
were sought by the Sultans and the French in times
of difficulties. It was undoubtedly for the purpose
of securing his good offices that the French (Govern-
ment granted him protection.

The last Shereef had alienated from him many of his
followers. It appears that he imbibed French ideas,
and contracted the habit of drinking, which the falth—
ful forgave but could not overlook. At one time he
put away all his wives and married an English woman
by whom he had some children. He finally repented
of all his evil ways, but he was then a wreck. I went
to see him in Tangier, on his dying bed. He was
stout and dark, with a good dash of negro blood in
his veins. He died a few days after my visit. A great
concourse of Mohammedans assembled at his funeral.
He seemed a good-natured, easy man, and was un-
doubtedly taken advantage of by some Europeans,
and led quite astray. But faith in the virtue of a
Grand Shereef is, I believe, on the wane, and may,
as time goes on, disappear altogether. It is said
that he accepted French protection solely for the
purpose of evading paying taxation to the Moorish
Government.

Alkasar is the next place at which the traveller
stops on the way to Fez. Its principal fame 1is
that in its neighbourhood was fought a great battle
between the Sultan’s troops and Don Sebastian, the
King of Portugal, in 1578, in which the latter
was slain. He was only twenty-two years of age.
Many of his nobles who joined him in this unequal
contest met their death. It seems that Don Sebas-
tian’s sympathies were aroused on behalf of a
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Sultan of Morocco who had been dethroned by his
uncle. Don Sebastian landed in Arzila and marched
near to Alkasar with 15,000 troops, but to his
astonishment he was met by 40,000 cavalry, 10,000
infantry, and 35 cannon, besides a force of wild
tribes from the mountains. The contest was hope-
less at the outset. Don Sebastian and his army
were surrounded and practically cut to pieces, whilst
nearly all of those that remained were made
prisoners. A somewhat romantic story arises out
of this battle, which I have taken from the life of
the late Sir John Hay; it is somewhat varied in
these pages.

It appears that one of the Portuguese prisoners
was a famous gun-maker, Jodo Renanda. His great
skill was known to the Sultan and offers were made to
him before the battle to enter the Sultan’s service,
for which he would be handsomely rewarded. He
declined, as he had no desire to serve the Moham-
medans ; now, by a strange fate, he was placed in
their hands. But the chief who had him in charge
did not know his identity. Jodo fortunately kept
in his possession a letter signed by the Sultan,
which in this case saved his life. He and his com-
panions were bound in chains, and hurried through
a jeering mob to the Kaid’s house, where they
were to remain until they were given over to a cruel
death. Jodo was a brave man, and feared none of
these jeers, notwithstanding they were sufficiently
appalling in view of what he knew must be in store
for himself and his colleagues. Their fate was sealed
for next day. They lay down on their hard bed
huddled together ; but there was a good angel near
them, of whom they never dreamed.

The Kaid had a pretty daughter, who, with the
curiosity of her sex, had viewed the prisoners from a
lattice window. Jo#do struck her fancy. He was
young, vigorous, and handsome, and full of intelli-
gence, differing in these respects from his com-



44 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

panions. She made up her mind to save him
if possible. Her name was Rahma, and she was
her father’s favourite child. She was promised in
marriage to an old man, a neighbour. She cared
not for this man; but her inclinations were not
consulted—as 1is the fashion in Morocco. When
night came Jodo was placed in a stable, heavily
fettered, with a basin of water and coarse bread
near. The fatigue of the day made him weary,
and he was soon sound asleep; but not so his
good angel. While her father lay asleep she silently
went into his room, and quickly slipped from under
his pillow the keys of the prison. Dressed in her
beautiful Moorish gown, she made her way to the
stable where Jodo lay in deep and tranquil slumber.
She beheld him and bent over him. He, in a sort of
dream, imagined that an angel in fine raiment was
near him ; the low, pitiful tones of the damsel struck
his ear. She said, “ O Nazarene, get away from
here ; your life and liberty depend on 1t.”” He rubbed
his eyes, thinking it was a dream, or a pleasant
apparition. He soon realised that a beautiful female
figure stood near, pleading with him to make haste
and arise. She explained that she was the governor’s
daughter, and had the means to liberate and free
him from his impending doom. She had taken the
keys from under her father’s pillow, by which she
could free him from his fetters. She added, in her
vehemence, that she could never be happy if her
father, who was naturally cruel, put him to death.

She urged him, therefore, to fly while there was
time. But Jodo raised his arms, saying that he
would die happy as the eyes of pity were upon him,
and beheld her face with wonder, and admiration,
for it was young and very lovely. Love, passion,
and pity were mingled in her fervent eyes. Every
feature seemed to reveal kindness and tenderness of
heart towards him.

There she stood before him, as his guardian
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angel, pointing the way to liberty and safety, while
he gazed at her in his bewilderment. She broke
the silence to urge that time pressed. “1 will
unlock the door of the prison, and without stands
the fleetest horse that can be found in the whole of
this country. It is all ready for you, so I pray you
make haste.”

“ But, my sweet deliverer, how will you fare if I
go? Your father will be cruel to you, and perhaps
he may punish you for my sake, and I would prefer
death to that.”

Rahma answered, ““ I am my father’s favourite and
only child ; he will not harm me.”” She held a green
earthenware lamp over him while she spake, and he
could clearly see the face of the sweet girl who stood
before him, and saw that tears of pity were in her
eyes.

“ Do you believe in God, and the day of the resur-
rection ? ”’ she asked Jodo.

He answered, ““I do, with all my heart.”

“Then trust in Him, for He created Moslem and
Christian. He is merciful and compassionate to
those who believe in and love Him. I am seeking
to save you, O Nazarene, from a cruel doom, for
my father has determined to put you to death. I
pleaded with him for your life. He had never denied
me any favour. Yet he replied sternly: °These
Nazarenes are unbelievers and unworthy of pity,
they do not believe in God, or the last day. They
are hateful in the sight of God and all true believers,
and therefore are accursed. The prisoners must
die.” ”

When she had said this she sobbed piteously, and
then said, after a pause: ““ You have a kind, good face,
O Nazarene. I feel assured that you must love God
and that He loves you. Upon my head will be your
blood if I do not save you. My father is now asleep,
but I could not rest on my bed thinking of the cruel
death which is prepared for you to-morrow, Can you
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ride, Nazarene ? can you face danger unflinchingly ¢ ”’
Her bright eyes shone with animation.

“T can,” replied he. “I have no fear of death. I
feel happy now that a woman’s pity has fallen upon
me.”’

She then bent down and took one of the keys and
unlocked his fetters; then, pointing to a saddle and
bridle in the stable, she continued : ‘Put this on the
grey mare. Here are my father’s spurs and a Moorish
garment which will hide your Christian dress; then
ride fast to the setting stars. Hesitate not; there
is no time to waste. The mare never fails, and will
outrun the fleetest horse. Gird on this trusty sword ;
it is my father’s weapon.”

Jodo shook his head and pointed out that he could
never do what might put her in danger, while he
went free. Such a reply surprised the maid. She
stamped her little foot with vexation, and urged
him to fly that instant, saying, ““ My father loves me.
He will never kill me, and I shall never be happy again
if you are cruelly murdered to-morrow.” But Jodo
still told her that he could not accept liberty on such
terms, when her own life might thereby be endan-
gered. To this Rahma exclaimed, ¢ Are you mad, O
Nazarene, that you neglect the chance of making
your escape, and saving your life ¢ ”’

“ Listen, sweet maiden,” he replied. “1I shall
never do anything to expose you to the anger of
your father. I, however, hold in my possession a
document which will ensure my safety, and reward
your father, by raising him into a high place in his
master’s favour.”

Rahma was now all joyand smilesat this unexpected
turn of events. Jodo then told her that he was the
famous Portuguese gun-maker, and that he had been
secretly offered, while at Tangier, the post of gun-
maker to the Sultan, at a large salary, which he
declined. He then handed her the Sultan’s letter,
duly signed, by his Majesty. He continued, “If you
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show this to your father and tell him to take me to
Court, then the Sultan will reward him with high
favour, for I am the only one who can make twisted
gunbarrels anywhere, and no one knows the secret
but myself. My true, sweet friend, lock my fetters
again, and hasten away with this letter. Then your
father will not know that you unlocked them. Tell
him that you found this paper when you went to look
at the prisoners.”

“ Thanks to Almighty God,” said the maiden. * He
is merciful to those who trust in Him.” She looked
beautiful with her uplifted head, and her slim, well-
proportioned figure. Her eyes were dark blue, and
the dark, lovely ringlets which shaded her light olive
complexion hung loosely on her shoulders. She was
only sixteen years of age. She wore a loose garment
of blue material, embroidered with red and green
silk. It was held up round her slender waist by a
broad silken sash. Her feet were bare, she wore a
coral necklace, silver bracelets, and earrings: these
were her only ornaments.

Before she departed Jodo asked her name, so as
to always treasure it in his memory, as the one who
sought to save his life at any cost. She answered,
while she hurried away, that it was Rahma. She
repaired to her couch, but not to sleep. As soon as
1t was early morning she hurried to her father’s room.
He had just finished his morning devotions ; he was
always better-tempered then. He looked at his lovely
daughter and saw that she was pale and careworn,
which seemed unusual. He impatiently inquired
the reason for this change. She told him that she
felt miserable and very sad on account of the prisoners
whose lives he proposed to sacrifice this day. He
showed signs of displeasure at this, and said,  Know
you not, O daughter, that your uncle was slain by
the Portuguese ¢ and these prisoners are their country-
men, and they disbelieve in God. And know you not,
O daughter, that your mother—may God have mercy
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upon her soul l—was a descendant of the Prophet ¢—
upon whose head be blessings!”

“Yes,” replied Rahma, ““but did not the Prophet
say, ‘ He that believes in God and the day of resurrec-
tion shall have his reward, although he may not be a
Moslem ’? The prisoner, the Nazarene in your stable,
believes in God and the last day.”

When her father heard this his anger kindled, and
he caught his daughter by the shoulder and asked
sternly for an explanation of her words. She stood
trembling before him, and told him all. She said
she had never deceived him, and related her con-
versation with Jodo.

While he showed resentment at her conduect,
he was somewhat mollified by her courage. He
read the Sultan’s letter, and exclaimed to himself,
“ My fortune is made if this man be really Jodo, the
gunsmith. If I took the life of this man my own
would be in danger.” He next day took out Jodo,
and he, poor man, thought that his last hour was
come; but as he passed through the crowd of men,
women, and children he heard a gentle, sweet
voice saying, ‘ Take courage,” and knew it was that
of Rahma, his faithful friend.

Jodio would not even then accept freedom unless
his two companions were freed. The chief then
ordered them back to the prison until next day.
Thus they gained another day’s grace. So next
day Jodo was brought alone before the chief, who
met him this time with a smiling face and told him
blandly that he had determined to set him free on
condition that he would not attempt to escape, ““ with
a view that you may enter the service of the Sultan
as gun-maker, and I ask you to forgive the past; for
that purpose I propose taking you to Court. Rahma
was present, and she gave a silent warning to Jodo
to be careful in answering. He therefore answered,
with due humility, that he would swear by God, “in
whom you rightly said I believe, not to escape; but
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I have to beg that my fellow-prisoners are set free
and treated kindly.” Rahma, bending down to her
father’s ear, whispered, ¢ Have pity on the poor
Christians. God’s blessing will then be with you,
O my father.”

Then the chief turned to Jodo and said, ““ It shall
be as you wish, and I shall see these two prisoners at
once.” He clapped his hands but neither Umbarak
nor any other attendant appeared. The chief hastily
stepped into the courtyard, calling loudly for him.

Jodo then hurriedly poured forth, in a low voice,
his heartfelt thanks to the gentle Rahma, and, taking
off a silver chain which he wore concealed round his
neck, and to which was attached a small cross, said,
¢ Accept this in remembrance of one who owes his life
to you, and whose fondest hope will be to see you
again in this world.”

“ Never can that be,” replied Rahma, placing at
the same time the chain and cross in her bosom.
“We are not like the Christian women; we are
kept shut up and treated as prisoners, and are
not allowed to have a will of our own. My father
has just told me that, on his return from Fez, I shall
be married to the Chief of Zazor. I am miserable at
the thought of having to live with a man I can never
love.” ¢ Could you love a Nazarene who believes in
God, and loves you, sweet maiden, better than life ? *

The girl murmured, with a blushing face, “I could ;
indeed, I do love you, but all is vain.”

“It shall not be in vain,” said Jodo, “ for if I
succeed at the Sultan’s Court, where I shall assume
the Moorish garb, and please his Majesty with the
manufacture of guns, I shall cast myself at his feet
and implore” him to require that your father shall
give you to_me as wife. O, if you will only love
me!”’

The clanking of fetters was heard, so Rahma,
snatching a silver ring from her finger, gave it to
Jodo, saying, “May God’s mercy and blessing be

4
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with us both. Trust in Him, and we may hope to
;neet again.” She then drew back and veiled her
ace.

In a few days Jodo and his companions were taken
to Fez, and the Sultan was delighted to have his
famous gunsmith. A house and forge were soon
prepared for him, to which only the Sultan was ad-
mitted. Jo@io proved a very industrious workman,
and, with his two countrymen as assistants, he worked
with every satisfaction to the Sultan. One day
Jodo looked very sad, and the Sultan demanded to
know the reason, so that he might help him in his
distress. Jo@io replied that he was afraid his
Majesty might be displeased with his story. But
he assured him that he was only anxious to help him
in any difficulty he might have. He then cast him-
self at his feet and related the whole story of Rahma,
and his love, and his desire to have her as his wife,
but he feared that she might even now be given to
another, which made him sad.

The Sultan listened sympathetically to the story,
and assured Jodo that, if she still remained under her
father’s roof, Rahma should be his wife before
many days. The Sultan immediately ordered some
messengers and mules to go to Rahma’s father and
bring her back, if unmarried, for Jodo, the gunsmith.

The poor man was buoyed up with hope that
Rahma might still be single, but then again he be-
came sad and downcast when he thought that she
might be married and lost to him. In a short time
his anxieties were set at rest, for the chief and his
daughter Rahma arrived with a host of followers,
making merry. It appeared that the man she was
to marry died suddenly. So Jodo and Rahma met
again, and they rejoiced together at this unexpected
meeting. The Sultan signified his intention of giving
Rahma a handsome dowry, beautiful dresses, and
jewelry. These were sent and the marriage contract
was drawn up by the notaries, signed by the Kadi,



“YOU WILL NEVER DIVORCE ME” 51

with a note of the dowry of 1,000 ducats, given her
by the Sultan.

On the day of the marriage Rahma was placed on
the back of a mule in gorgeous style, and amidst music
and singing and a joyful company she was conveyed
to Jodo’s house. As soon as Jo@o and his wife were
alone she threw herself at her husband’s feet, crying,
“O beloved, God has answered our prayers. He is
merciful, and now I shall always be a faithful, happy
wife; but I beg of you to repeat that you believe
in God and the Day of Judgment. Ihope you are now
one of the faithful.”

Jodo, raising her in his arms, said, ‘“ To thee I
owe my life, but I must not deceive you. I am not
a Moslem ; I am a Christian, and as such I believe
in God and the last day.”

Rahma drew away from his arms, saying, “ I can-
not, I must not offend God by marrying a Christian.”

Jodo replied, ““ Know you not that the Prophet
married a Christian woman ? O loved wife, I shall
be a faithful husband, and when I explain to you
my beliefs and religion you will learn that we have
the same laws, except that we cannot marry more
than one wife. Does such a law displease you, my
Rahma ?” “ Swear,” she said, *“ that you will never
divorce me and never marry another woman.” “1I
swear,” he replied, “‘that nought but death shall
part us.” When she heard this she threw herself
In his arms, and said that she would be for ever his
loving wife, and would honour and obey him.

They lived very happily together. He taught her
Portuguese and the principles of his own faith, and
told her that he hoped in time to find his way back
with her to his own land. Her first child she named
Mary, after the mother of our Saviour.

Jodo gained great favour in the eyes of the
Sultan. The native gunsmiths were wroth, as all
the royal work went to Jodo. They determined to
find out his secret. One man, a gunsmith, went
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disguised as a Jew to whitewash his shop. While
doing so he closely observed Jodo’s mode of work.
So he came away with the whole secret in his mind.

The natives soon started in opposition, and in the
course of time the Sultan favoured his own subjects,
sothat Jodo’s trade was almost gone. He asked leave
of the Sultan to go away from Fez, on a visit to
his father-in-law. This was willingly granted. He
soon took his departure, having previously disposed
of all his belongings. He made his way, with his
wife and family, to her father-in-law and stayed
there for a time. He never revealed to him his plan
of returning to his own country. After some sojourn,
he left, as he said, on his way back to Court. But
soon he changed his course to Tangier, which was
then in the hands of the Portuguese. There he was
received with gladness by his countrymen. He
was entertained by the governor, and his wife was
received into the Christian Church. They then made
a voyage to Lisbon on one of the warships. He had
amassed some wealth while at the Shereefian Court,
and now he was able to return to his own land, where
he and his wife passed a tranquil life.

With this story I end a description of the principal
ports and interior towns of Morocco. There are
many other smaller towns and places of interest which
are equally interesting, and well worthy of a visit
by any European who may be led to take an interest
in the country.

There is no particular danger in visiting many
parts of Morocco, and no disguise is necessary ;
indeed, people using Moorish dress with the view
of deceiving the natives are looked upon with con-
tempt and as unworthy of being named either Mo-
hammedans or Christians. Several European travel-
lers have been mean enough to accept mona, or food,
without paying for it, from the poor natives of
Morocco, who are naturally hospitable to strangers.
Nothing could lower us more in their estimation than
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such conduct as this. I would advise those visit-
ing Morocco to travel as Christians, both in dress
and character, to faithfully pay for what they need,
to offer no insult to the natives nor offend them in
any way. They will then receive a warm welcome in
all the towns and villages that they may choose to
visit. And on no account should any one disguise
himself in Mohammedan clothing or deny being a
Christian. The Mohammedans have respect for real
Christians, and believe their word, which is an honour
that they do not extend to their own co-religionists.
The Arabs estimate the character of strangers by
their acts, which they closely watch, and not by their
speech, which seldom reveals the real character of
the man.



CHAPTER VI

THE PHYSICAL FEATURES OF MOROCCO: RIVERS,;
MOUNTAINS ; MINERAL WEALTH ; AGRICULTURE

THE physical aspect of Morocco is one of the grandest
in Africa. The country is traversed by the great
Atlas range of mountains, which reaches a height far
above the line of perpetual snow. It possesses im-
mense fertile plains and valleys through which flow
rivers of considerable magnitude, which might be
made navigable highways into the interior and
become fertilising agencies for vast stretches of
country. The undulating and mountainous character
of Morocco presents features of scenery and beauty
which can hardly be surpassed in any part of
the world. Here a traveller may see agriculture
practically carried on under the same conditions
as existed in the days of Abraham. The wooden
plough, which simply scratches the earth, is drawn
by a camel or a pair of oxen.

The lot of the wife of the poor farmer in Morocco
is by no means easy. She takes part in ploughing
and other work on the land. On her often fall the
drudgery and the heavy burdens of domestic life,
while the lord of creation, the husband, can take
his ease. There is no fear, however, of finding the
husband in the public-house, as no such places of
iniquity are met with in any part of the country.
The country wife, amongst other duties, grinds the
corn and makes the bread, and does the simple
cooking required for the family, while the washing
of clothes is very often the work of men. Washing

b4



THE HABITS OF AGES LONG PAST 55

linen in Morocco is not.a very heavy item in any
household.

The soil of Morocco is luxuriantly fertile. Under
the present inadequate scheme of cultivation it gives
a marvellous yield of grain. With improved methods
and a system of irrigation which, thanks to the
abundant supply of water, could easily be carried
out, Morocco might become one of the great gran-
aries of the world.

Its mineral resources remain almost unexplored
and undeveloped. Copper, silver, lead, antimony,
and other ores of the richest description are found
in various parts of the empire, and gold is said to
exist. These are sources of wealth which might, if
developed, prove of great commercial importance,
and increase the Sultan’s revenue to a considerable
extent. With regard to the copper ore of the Atlas,
I have had a sample tested in England some years
ago. The ore was found to contain 30 per cent. of
copper, a result which, I understand, is considered by
experts to be satisfactory.

Morocco has one of the most genial and salubrious
climates in the world, being refreshed by the breezes
of the Atlantic Ocean and tempered by the snow-
capped Atlas in the distance, rendering this country a
delightful habitation for man. But although it pos-
sesses great commercial advantages, situated so near
Europe, having a splendid climate, most fertile soil,
rivers suitable for navigation, and great mineral
wealth, nothing can be more deplorable than its
political, social, and commercial condition. ~Although
distant only three hours’ steam from Gibraltar, in
respect of religion, learning, and the arts and amenities
of social life, its people are removed from European
civilisation by the lapse of many centuries.

In Morocco the traveller finds himself carried back
to manners and habits of ages long past, to a revival
of secenes which have attracted the notice of the
earliest historians of the human race. On the one
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hand he beholds an order of men who, like the patri-
archs of Arabia, are still engaged in the occupa-
tions of pastoral life, living in tents and sustaining
themselves on the produce of their flocks; on the
other he may see a community of carriers conveying
the commodities of foreign lands across their wide
deserts by means of transport still of the most
primitive kind. All goods to and from the remotest
part are transported on the backs of animals or
of men on beaten tracks which have been used for
ages ; roads, wheeled carts, and carriages are unknown
in the whole empire. Everywhere the traveller may
behold, lying waste and uncultivated, large tracks of
land which, if the inhabitants were encouraged to
improve and granted security for the produce of their
labour, would undoubtedly become a source of
wealth to the country.

Extensive forests are to be found in various parts
of the country. One of the 1frmclpal trees is the
argan,which is found in the neighbourhood of Mogador.
From the yellow berries of this tree is extracted by
the natives, in a primitive fashion, oil which serves
both for hghtmg and cooking, and commands a higher
price in the market than olive-oil. The arar is another
valuable tree. It is finely grained and somewhat
fragrant, and its heavy wood is much prized in cabinet-
making. A large arar-wood stands in the district
of Gela Wisam, about twenty-five miles south of
Mogador. The cork-tree is most abundant in the
eastern districts of the empire. The oak and a tree
called laris, similar to the Scotch birch, grows in this
country, also varieties of palm, ﬁg, ohve, gum,
almond, and orange, and especially the vine, which
grows in almost every district. These are the known
trees of Morocco, but it must be borne in mind that
many parts of the empire are unknown to European
travellers, so that there may be many more kinds of
trees in the country than those enumerated above.

The domestic animals of Morocco are camels,
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horses, mules, asses, cattle, sheep, goats, dogs, and
cats. Of all the domestic animals the camel is per-
haps the most useful to the Moors. He can travel
through waterless districts, carrying heavy burdens.
He exists on scrub, and the female camel supplies rich
milk to his master, who can subsist for a long time,
when travelling, on this and pressed dates. The mule,
which is used as a beast of burden, is much prized by
the rich Moors for riding. A good one will cost as
much as £80. The donkey is the poor man’s animal.
He carries a burden for his master to market, and
he is his constant companion. Horses are mostly
used for war ; they are very pretty animals, and good-
natured, sure-footed, and hardy, with great powers
of endurance.

The wild animals are the boar, hyena, aoudad,
lynx, jackal, fox, wild cat, genet, porcupine, gazelle,
antelope, hare, weasel, stoat, ground-squirrel, otter,
and the lion and leopard, which are found in the Atlas
Mountains and farther south.

There are a good many varieties of birds in Morocco;
the following is a fair list of them : fowls, bustard,
lesser bustard, heron, partridge, sand-grouse, wood-
pigeon, rock-pigeon, turtle-dove, quail, plover, cream-
coloured courser, curlew, snipe, woodcock, duck, teal,
blackbird, lark, magpie, raven, carrion-crow, eagle,
falcon, hawk, little bittern, kingfisher, godwit,
flamingo, spoonbill, ibis, oyster-catcher, stilt-red-
shank, greenshank, turnstone, sandpiper, finches,
sparrows, swallows and swifts, strialated bunting,
gulls, cormorants, stags, shearwaters, etc.

The fish along the coast of Morocco is somewhat
similar to that found on the coast of Portugal. There
1s no fishing industry established by the Moors on
their extensive coasts, although there is ample scope
for such a trade. The natives catch enough for
their own wants. The principal fish are the chad,
bream, %rey and red mullet, sardines, anchovies, etc.

It will be seen, by the animals, birds, and fish I
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have enumerated that Morocco holds out every induce-
ment to the sportsman who desires to spend his
time pleasantly amongst a primitive people.

I will now turn to agriculture, which is, after all,
the mainstay of any country. In Morocco, however,
it is carried on as I have already stated, in its most
primitive form. All the implements used are native-
made, and the soil is only scratched, not ploughed.
The arable land is of great extent, and if only properly
worked would produce tenfold more than i1t does at
present. The soil is naturally very rich, and even
with the wretched agricultural implements now used
1t produces excellent crops of wheat, barley, maize,
beans, pease, and chick-peas. Wheat and barley are
not allowed free exportation; this appears to be a
custom of ancient times. It no doubt originated as
a matter of precaution to keep the grain in store for
bad years, if they happened to come. Informer times
this was a wise policy, but it is utterly useless in the
present day. Crops are now produced everywhere,
and grain has become so cheap that, should any
country be in want, it could be supplied with facility.
The restrictions put on barley have had a most in-
jurious effect, for farmers find that it often costs more
to reap than it is worth. Lentils, sesame seed, ani-
seed, cummin-seed, and fenugreek are cultivated in
considerable quantities and exported to foreign
countries.

The Moorish agriculturists form themselves into
small communities for mutual protection. The
nomadic portion have encampments or douars, from
which they look after their flocks. The more
settled portion of the inhabitants live in villages, or
hamlets in some convenient spot. KEach douar and
village has a chief who is invested with authority
for governing and superintending these places, and
then over all is a governor who also administers the
province in which these settlements are situated.
The Moors residing in these country districts live in
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the utmost simplicity, and present a faithful picture
of the earth’s inhabitants in the first ages. Inthe milk
and wool of their flock they find everything necessary
for their food and clothing. It is their custom to have
several wives, who are employed in all domestic affairs.
They milk the cows and make butter, they sort and
sift the wheat and barley, gather vegetables, and grind
flour. This is done in 2 mill composed of two round
stones eighteen inches in diameter, in the upper one
of which is fixed a handle by which it is made to
turn on an axle. Bread is made daily between two
earthen plates, which are heated by the fire.

This is a fair outline of the simple life as practised
by the country people of Morocco. The march of
modern civilisation, which has changed the habits
and customs of the inhabitants of Europe, has left
Morocco untouched. Its people remain indifferent to
what is taking place amongst the nations around
them. They cling to their old ways with an aston-
ishing tenacity, but I expect thatif they were brought
into contact with rural life in other countries they
would in time adopt it themselves in probably a
modified form. The best means for carrying out
these changes would be that Europeans should be
permitted to acquire land in any part of the country.
In this way the Moors would be brought to a
practical knowledge of the value of modern appliances.
On account of their natural intelligence they would
be quick to see its advantages for themselves, and
in time the old order of things, which has stood
unaltered from the days of the early patriarchs,
would fade away and disappear altogether from
the land of the Khalifate of the West.



CHAPTER VII
POPULATION ; DIVISION OF RACES

It would be impossible,in the present state of Morocco,
to give anything like an accurate estimate of the
population of the country. It has been placed as
low as three millions, and as high as fourteen millions,
Six millions, in my judgment, is a safe estimate. It
may be resolved into three great divisions—Arabs,
Berbers, and Jews. The Christians, who are at
present small in number, can hardly be classed as a
portion of the permanent inhabitants of the country.

The Arabs are the conquerors of Morocco, and
from them are drawn the rulers and many of the
officials of the Moorish Government. The Berbers,
who form probably two-thirds of the population,
are the aborigines, the ancient Mauritanians. These
undoubtedly belong to the great Celtic races who
made their way into Europe and northern Africa.
Their habits and language seem to confirm this
view. The Berbers are a warlike race, and lovers of
independence. They very often defy the Sultan
and his forces. They live in towns and villages, and
are not nomads like the Arabs; they engage in
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. Indeed,
they are the backbone of the country, and without
them the Arabs would be nowhere.

It is to the Berbers that I look as the future
regenerators of Morocco. If they had only the
advantages of education and unity they would
carry everything before them. They were Christians
before the Mohammedan invasion and there is every
hope that they may yet be found ranged under the
banner of the Cross. This can be accomplished by
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education, and I hope that some of the readers of
these pages may turn their attention in that direction.

The establishment of schools among the Berbers,
without any regard to sects, would work wonders in
a few years if undertaken in the proper spirit. The
pure Arab is more difficult to deal with. He is fanati-
cal, and Eastern habits cling to him more firmly
than with the Berber. The Arabs of to-day are tinged
with a good deal of negro blood and the blood of
the races from which their wives are taken. Many
of the Berbers, on the other hand, are fair in com-
plexion ; with the exception of dress and language,
they might pass for Europeans.

The Jews form the third division of the
population. They are supposed to number about
200,000. Persecution drove them from many places
to seek a home in Morocco. Their position in that
country is by no means pleasant. The towns in
which they reside have always a quarter set aside for
their habitation, as if they are considered by the
Moors to be unclean. These quarters are known as
the Mellah. Their gate must be closed at sunset,
and they must not be found in the Mohammedan
quarter after that hour. They must take off their
slippers when they issue out into the Mohammedan
quarter, and sometimes they find live coals placed
on their way to burn their feet. They must wear a
black turban, or fez, as a mark of inferiority. Of
course, those of them who are under foreign protection
are privileged ; but this is the rule applying to
the ordinary Jews who are not protected.

The Jews are despised and persecuted, and yet, with
all these drawbacks, they prosper and flourish. They
may be said to be the only monied people i the
country. The Jew is always resorted to by Moors
and others when money is required and undoubtedly
he makes hard terms with those who may want
any. In this way the Jews often become the masters
of the:farmers, governors, and government officials
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of Morocco, and obtain for themselves security and
advantages that they would not otherwise gain.
The greatest part of the commerce of the country
passes through their hands, they appear at market
all over the country, and act as money-changers and
bankers for the Moors. At one time they were much
more oppressed than they are at present.

Sir Moses Montefiore was so impressed by the
cruelties suffered by his co-religionists in Morocco that
he visited the country and made such representa-
tions to the foreign Governments that they extended
their good offices to the Jews, and their lot has
been improved ever since. It was through Sir Moses’
efforts that schools were established in Morocco,
institutions that have been of the greatest benefit
to the Jews. While there are very many excellent
Jews in Morocco, from whom I have received much
kindness, there are others who abuse the protection
that has been extended to them by oppressing un-
mercifully the natives of Morocco, and casting very
often innocent persons into prison on false claims.
For one of the principal branches of their business
is usury, and woe to the Moor who falls into their
clutches. Not only is he not allowed to get his free-
dom until he pays the uttermost farthing of the
amount lent, but the most exorbitant interest which
1s included. They abuse the protégé system far more
than any other class of people in the whole of Morocco.
. The Jews are governed by their own law in any
questions or disputes between themselves. For this
purpose Rabbis are appointed by the Moorish autho-
rities. There is more bribery and corruption in the
administration of the law among the Jews than
among the Arabs. The Jews are employed in all sorts
of trades, from the merchant of high standing to
the wandering spice-seller. Their testimony is not
admitted in a court of law. Some of the work imposed
upon them is most loathsome, such as cleaning sewers,
carrying away carcases of dead cattle, and in times
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of war, when the heads of dead enemies are brought
into towns as trophies and have to be hanged at the
gates, the Jews have to salt them. They have per-
formed this office from ancient times, and the quarter
of the town in which they reside is on that account
called The Salt, or Mellah. In all cases where they
appear before the Moorish tribunals they seldom, if
ever, get a decision in their favour, inasmuch as no
Mohammedan will give evidence in support of their
case, and their own testimony is worthless. But it
is to be hoped that, when the Moors become more
enlightened, and the Jews themselves have improved
their own methods, their lot will be bettered. They
are undoubtedly in a great measure to blame for
the hardships which they have suffered for so many
centuries at the hands of the Moors.

We will now consider the religions of the Berbers
and Arabs. They all profess the Mohammedan faith,
for which they are in a measure indebted to the de-
spised Jews. They own the Jewish prophets as be-
longing to their own faith, and also Jesus, whom they
name the Spirit of God ; but Mohammed is considered
by them the last and the greatest prophet that the
world has ever seen.

They are divided into a large number of sects.
Those who follow the Grand Shereef of Wazan are
the most important. People in this country have no
idea to what an extent the worship of man is carried
on in Morocco. It is when the Grand Shereef is
travelling that his influence and the reverence in which
he is held are most noticeable. He travels either on
horseback or on a litter. The route along which he
passes is thronged with enormous crowds of people.
All strive to touch him, his horse, or anything be-
longing to him. By this they think to obtain the
divine blessing. When he rests and takes his seat on
a carpet supplicants from all parts are admitted.
Here is one bringing a sheep and requesting that
his wife may give birth to a son ; there one bringing
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corn and imploring a blessing for his fields. There
one wants to know if he will be doing well to sell
his horse, and if he will be fortunate in buying such
and such a horse ; here, a blind man wants to see.
The Grand Shereef helps all, and the more valuable
the gift the more powerful the blessing.

Other Mohammedans farther south follow Dur-
cowie Ben Nassir and other minor religious leaders.
The most fanatical sect in Morocco is the Aissawa,
or the followers of Jesus. They have neither
appointed president nor any regulations. They recog-
nise the Prophet Jesus as their Spiritual Chief, and
claim to be able to work miracles in His name, quoting
that passage of the Koran in which Mohammed says
that he had not the gift of working miracles, but
God bestowed it on Jesus. These Aissawas are very
numerous in Morocco. They profess to take scor-
pions in their hands and let venomous serpents crawl
over their bodies, to swallow snakes, nails, pounded
glass, sharp-pointed stones and hot coals, calling
all the time upon God and Jesus. They also beat
themselves until they are streaming with blood,
and commit other barbarities. The worship of
saints is very common in Morocco, and their descen-
dants are also considered holy men. The founder
of the sect of Ben Nassir was Sidi Hammed, a cele-
brated saint, but no descendant of Mohammed the
Prophet. To makeup for that Allah was said to have
endowed him, on account of his great piety, with the
gift of being able to converse with animals in their
own language. Pilgrims resort regularly to the tomb
of this saint, bringing gifts which they lay at the
feet of his descendants. The Moorish idea of the
Judgment Day is that every one must pass the
bridge of Sirat, fine as a hair and sharp as a sword.
The righteous pass over as swift as a flash of lightning,
the wicked fall into the pit below. At the resur-
rection the righteous will be clad in white linen, the
wicked will appear without any clothes. Those
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who have amassed wealth dishonestly will appear as
swine, and those who have taken usury with their
heads where their feet ought to be. For this reason
those who lend money do not take interest, but in-
stead demand double or treble the amount of the
loan. When a Moor dies he is examined in the grave
by two angels, Munker and Nakir. If it appears that
he is an orthodox Moslem, all is well; if not, he is
beaten with iron clubs on the temples, and bitten by
venomous beasts. Every act of a Moor is preceded
by “Be ism Allah,” or ““ In the name of God.” He
says it when he gets up in the morning, when he puts
on his clothes, when he goes out into the street,
when he chastises his wife or children, when he
receives charity, when he assassinates his enemy,
when he goes into the Mosque, when he swears a
false oath, when he is going off to sleep, and when he
is dying. All the Moors believe in Jesus Christ, and
they call Him Roah Allah, or the “ Spirit of God.”
They are all fatalists. They believe that everything
that will happen.is written ; for instance, their sooth-
sayers have prophesied that the Christians will one
day invade Fez. To this they answer, ““ May God
confound them ! but perhaps it is written.”

The poor and insane are very much honoured by
the Moors, and the latter permitted to go about
without any restraint.

There is no aristocracy in Morocco in our sense of
the word. The highest classes are called Shereefs, or
descendants of the Prophet. These have multiplied
exceedingly. The Shereefs form a privileged class,
having the right to insult people without fear of
receiving similar compliments in return. They have
also the right of asking and receiving donations from
the faithful. The Mohammedan rehgion is undoubt-
edly the bond which unites these people together,
and would make them rise to withstand any great
calamity to their country in the form of invasion
or attempted annexation by any foreign power.

b



CHAPTER VIII

RULERS OF MOROCCO;,; THE DIVISIONS OF THE
COUNTRY

Morocco is divided into five great provinces—Fez,
Morocco, Sus, Draa, and Tafilet. In ancient times
these provinces were independent kingdoms, but
for a very long period they have been united into
one empire under a sovereign of the Tafilet royal
family, descendants of the Prophet Mohammed.
The Moors, unlike other people, have no law of
succession. The reigning Sultan of Morocco ecan
only recommend his successor, whom he nominates
during his life-time, by giving him the umbrella and a
command of a portion of the army.

After the decease of a Sultan the various members
of the royal family meet and pray that a certain
person named by one of the conclave be Sultan.
After this formality of election has been gone through,
he must have the approval of the Grand Shereef
" of Wazan, the spiritual head of the faithful and
descendant of the Prophet, and second only in
power to the Sultan. After the Sultan has been
elected, heralds are sent to every town to announce
the succession of the new sovereign. The army is
generally bribed by whatever treasure may be left
by the late Sultan. When once the sovereign has
been proclaimed, he is invested with full autocratic
power, which none can dispute, and has full control
over the lives, liberty, and property of his subjects.
It is said that he is powerless before the spiritual
law, but this is a fallacy, for no judge in Morocco
would dare disapprove the Sultan’s acts.

66
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Although this is the actual order in which the
Sultan of Morocco should be elected, it does not
follow that this mode is always carried out. There
are many claimants of royal blood to the throne of
Morocco who will not take things quietly. Civil war
may rage throughout the country for many years
before the question is finally settled; the stronger
man who is also able to bribe freely wins the day.
The throne of Morocco is by no means a bed of roses,
as the late and present Sultans have found out.

The Sultan’s Government consists of a Prime
Minister, a Minister for the Home Department, a
High Chamberlain, and two Ministers for Foreign
Aftairs, one at the Court and another at Tangier.
These ministers transmit the royal edicts to function-
aries throughout the country, and are generally se-
lected from those most learned in the department to
which they are appointed. Although no remunera-
tion is attached to the posts, they are valuable
and profitable positions on account of the bribery
and corruption practised by all State officials. In
this State Council the Sultan is supposed to be sole
ruler and dictator ; but although he may be very
despotic, his acts are mostly guided by what his
ministers suggest, more particularly the Prime
Minister, or Grand Vizier, who may be considered
the real ruler of Moroceo, all communications to
or with the Sultan being made with his knowledge,
and only such as are of a pleasing character being
allowed to reach his Majesty.

The rulers of Morocco have always suffered from
serious drawbacks. They have never left their own
land. Their world is comprised within their own
dominions. Their ideas of Christians are gathered
from the many unsatisfactory specimens they see
around them. They are flattered by their ministers
and courtiers, and made to feel that they are great
potentates and that their country is the most im-
portant and most powerful in the world. And then
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each is exalted with the idea that he is, as the Khalif
of the West, the Commander of the Faithful, whose
will on that account no one can dispute. One of
the best things that could happen to Morocco would be
that its ruler should visit Europe and come in contact
with his fellow-sovereigns, and examine for himself
modern civilisation, and see the busy world around
him and the prosperity and contentment which arise
from good government, representing the people.
He could examine the great and varied institutions
established in civilised Europe for the well-being and
happiness of the people, the wonderful inventions
which have brought into touch and fellowship
nations far distant from each other; also the great
power and might of other countries, which would
surpass anything he could think or imagine. These
and other wonders would open his eyes to the little-
ness of his own empire compared with the great nations
of Christendom. Facts like these, arrayed before his
eyes, would do more to impress him than the talk of
all the foreign ministers who are sent to his country.

It seems somewhat strange that, while the rulers
of almost every distant country in the world wvisit
Europe, the Sultans of Morocco should prefer to re-
main in their own country, dreaming of a greatness
which does not exist. Whilst this is the case they
cannot be expected to have liberal ideas of progress.
They keep the country stagnant, and impoverish
themselves and their subjects. The ablest Sultan
of Morocco in recent years was Muley El Hassan, the
father of the present Sultan. He ruled with a strong
hand where he could reach. He was feared, but not
loved. He kept all the pretenders to his throne out
of the way and made his seat fairly safe for Morocco.
If this ruler could have been induced to introduce
reforms he would no doubt have carried them
through. He was, however, surrounded by narrow-
minded and corrupt ministers who loved their own
pockets and forgot their country’s welfare.
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This monarch went nearer visiting Europe than
any former Sultan by paying a visit to Tangier, where
the foreign ministers reside, together with a whole
host of Christians of several nationalities. These
inhabitants would be particularly hateful to the
Khalifa of the West. A great fuss was made by
all parties of the community to give his Shereefian
Majesty a cordial welcome. I do not think the
visit of his Majesty to the hotbed of Christians did
himself or his ministers any harm. It probably
did good, and if he had lived he would very likely
have made other visits to the hateful spot.

Although Morocco is very extensive, the Sultan’s
rule does not extend over perhaps more than half of
the country. In a great many districts his authority
18 defied by the tribes, who refuse to pay him taxes.
It is this chronic state of unrest which causes the
continual wars that are taking place in Morocco. It
always has been so, and will continue until some
good and stable government is established. If it
were not for the religion the whole country would fall
to pieces ; this is the only bond that binds them to-
gether. The Sultan could, in an emergency, appeal
to these wild, mdependent tribes as their spiritual
chief, and his’ appeal would not be in vain, if the
ob]ect was to repel any invasion of the Christians.

The Sultans of Morocco are troubled with domestic
afflictions. They are over-married, and burdened with
too many wives or concubines. ‘As T have already
stated, the Koran allows a Mohammedan four wives
at one time, and concubines without number. It is
only the wealthy who can indulge in this so-called
luxury. Ihave asked many a hard-working poor Moor
as to how many wives he had, and he has replied, “I
find one quite enough for me.” But a Sultan, on ac-
count of his great wealth and high position, can take
full advantage of the privileges granted by the Koran.

A Sultan, when succeeding to the throne of Morocco,
succeeds at the same time to all his predecessors
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wives, which in many cases proves to be a burdensome
legacy. Of course he has choice specimens of females
brought from distant markets for his amusement
and pleasure. Muley El Hassan had a favourite
wife who came from Circassia, a celebrated market
for female beauty. By her he had a son, who was
named Abdul Aziz and whom he destined for his
successor. The mother was perhaps the most intelli-
gent of his many wives, and it was hoped that, when
he should succeed, his reign would prove a turning-
point in the destinies of the Moorish Empire, and that
some rays of the civilisation of Christian Kurope would
be permitted to enter into his distracted country.

When Muley El Hassan was gathered to his fathers
Abdul Aziz reigned in his stead. He certainly as-
cended the throne without bloodshed, and very soon
gave clear indications that he was tolerant, was
favourable to Christians, and not averse from having
their guidance in improving the state of his country.
This was indeed a golden opportunity for the well-
wishers of Morocco. Abdul Aziz, having given indica-
tions of his desire to come into contact with Christians,
he soon found himself surrounded by a horde of
designing Europeans, whose only object was to en-
rich themselves at his and his country’s expense. A
lot of nonsense was sent home to the newspapers of
England and other countries, which in very many
cases did much harm and embarrassed the position
of the young Sultan. Reforms for the administra-
tion of the whole empire were proposed, which his
Majesty was anxious to carry out.

In 1903 he received with evident pleasure an
address from the Howard Association on behalf
of the prisoners, also a copy of the life of the late
Elizabeth Fry. He granted interviews to Mr. Henry
Gurney, who gave him good advice, and that gentle-
man was favourably impressed with his Majesty.
The Sultan went so far on that occasion that he
adopted Mr. Gurney’s suggestion that inspectors
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should be appointed to see that prisoners were pro-
perly fed, and that no one should be detained in
prison longer than was necessary. But on account
of the troubles which afterwards arose between the
Sultan and France, there was no money left for the
payment of the salaries of the inspectors; this ex-
cellent reform was therefore dropped. It seems to
me that the first improvement which the Powers
should insist upon the present Sultan carrying out
is the appointment of inspectors of prisons on the
lines marked out by his predecessor.

At that time there was every prospect of better
things, but the poor Sultan did not reckon that he had
around him a horde of European adventurers, news-
paper correspondents, concession-hunters, ete., whose
sole object was to exploit himself and his country
purely for their own gain and profit. Not only
that, but in order to obtain their object they pan-
dered to the lowest tastes of human creatures, by
bringing young girls from Europe to Court for the
Sultan’s amusement and pleasure. Their conduct
reflected great discredit on their respective countries.
Indeed, a gentleman wrote very truly at the time
that ““ what Abdul Aziz requires is capable advisers
who will seek the good of his country, instead of filling
their own pockets.”

The Moors were by no means indifferent spectators
of their Sultan’s friendship with Europeans. They
saw that these foreign advisers were likely to do
much harm to himself and his country, and on that
account he soon lost the confidence of the natives,
who showed their wrath against the Christians by
murdering a missionary, Mr. Cooper; but even then
the Sultan wished to befriend the Christians. He
promptly punished the culprit and compensated
voluntarily the widow to the extent of £1,000 from his
own purse. The natives did not object to Christians
as such ; what they objected to was to see around
the Sultan adventurers who were more inclined
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to ruin the country than to raise it from its present
degradation.

I am quite convinced that if at this juncture the
young Sultan had cleared his Court of these unde-
sirables, and asked England or any other country to
send him a good and experienced adviser, the bulk of
the Moors would have hailed it with joy and supported
him throughit. The opportunity, however, was lost,
and he found his difficulties increasing. The holy
men who abound in Morocco, and who are always a
thorn in the sides of the rulers of that country, came on
the scene preaching a holy war against the Christians.
My friend of the Sahara, Sheikh Ma El Aineen, came
with his fanatical followers proclaiming, like Peter
the Hermit, a holy war against all unbelievers. The
Sultan’s cares were increased by the Anglo-French
agreement. The Moors before that event looked
upon England as their protector in all their troubles,
but this agreement swept away the comforting hope.
Soon after that the German Emperor made his
appearance at Tangier, and the Moors hailed him as
a deliverer from all their sorrows. It, however, cul-
minated in the Conference of Algeciras. This seemed
for the moment to threaten to put the old Empire
of the West into the melting-pot, but that protracted
Conference ended more favourably than was expected.

The independence of Morocco was in a manner
assured, but the internal troubles of that country
increased. The Sultan was surrounded by pretenders,
the battles went against him, and finally he abandoned
the struggle and left the throne to his brother, Muley
Hafid. Abdul Aziz was able to withdraw from public
life without the fatal cup of coffee, for which he ought
to be thankful. He retired to Tangier and lives in
a fine house which he has had built on the hill near
that town. He likes receiving visits from the Euro-
pean ministers and old friends, and often regrets
that, when he was Sultan, he had not had his present
experience of what he could have done for his people.
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Muley Hafid has proved himself stronger than Abdul
Aziz, and has kept down, with a strong hand, the
crop of pretenders who infest his country and tries to
rule as a true Moor—that is, by cruelty. He seems
to be a clever man in many ways. He shows suffi-
cient sense to know that the Algeciras Act is the only
security his country possesses against outside interfer-
ence, and always refers to it when foreign representa-
tives put any unpleasant or awkward questions to him.
It is very unfortunate that he forgets his creed by
indulging too much, as he is reported to do, in ardent
spirits, which makes him sometimes quite stupid and
unable to attend to affairs; but let us hope that he
may overcome this vice. I would advise him to
_think seriously of the position of his country, for
although the Algeciras Act so far assures the inde-
pendence of his country, its maintenance depends
now more than ever on the acts of his own Govern-
ments. If these pages ever reach his Shereefian
Majesty, I would advise him most earnestly not to rely
too much on the disinterested motives of those around
him. The salvation of the country is in his own hands,
and that of his people. I would exhort him to seek
a good and experienced adviser, recommended by the
British or some other Government, and competent
officers to train his troops in the use of modern arms ;
also to gather around him the wisest and most honest
of his own people as a State Council to guide his
acts in home and foreign affairs. Let him establish
schools throughout his dominions—institutions which
will help to raise his people from the depths of ignor-
ance in which they are now sunk. Let him clearly
explain to his people his motive—that is to say, that
this action is for improving the condition of his
people and for guaranteeing their independence as a
nation. Let him also make public roads for the con-
venience of trade, pay all officials, levy a just tax on
all, put robbery and corruption down with a strong
hand, and guarantee security to the lives and property
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of his subjects. Then he will earn their love and
good-will ; he will by these measures raise the empire
from its present degraded condition to a high state
of civilisation and influence, and cover his own
name with everlasting glory and honour. He has
splendid material to work upon, which only requires
the master mind to set it in motion.

The Sultan of Morocco may rest assured that,
unless he takes these questions to heart, the inde-
pendence of his old and interesting empire will
disappear, and his people will become subject to a
foreign yoke. It may come through bloodshed, but
come it will.



CHAPTER IX
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO

DiprLoMATIC relations have been held with Morocco
by the Christian Powers of Europe for many centuries
past. In the seventeenth century the Khalifs of the
West considered themselves mighty sovereigns. At
that period of Moorish history the foreign ambassadors
were subjected to many humiliations. They brought
them tribute every time they visited the Court, and
had to dismount before entering into the city gate as
a sign of inferiority. This custom was finally broken
through by a proud French ambassador, who replied,
when ordered to alight by the guard at the city
gate, that a minister of France would never dismount
for any one, and rode on. This action put an end
to the requirement, and the tribute that was paid,
which really lowered the prestige of European nations,
took in after-years the form of presents, a custom
which continues to the present day.

The fiction of superiority over the Christians is
still upheld. When a European minister pays a
visit to Court the Sultan receives him in an open
space. His Majesty comes in mounted on a beauti-
fully caparisoned charger, while the foreign minister
stands on the ground bareheaded before him, under
the full rays of the African sun. After these
formalities are gone through the presents, or in
other words the ancient tribute, are presented to his
Majesty.

That the relations’existing between the rulers of
Morocco and European princes were not always
pleasant in ancient times is shown by ‘a’letter from

76
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the Sultan of Morocco to Don John of Austria, dated
July 28,1569. In it his Shereefian Majesty relates the
hardshlps which his ancestors, kings of Granada, had
received, and particularly those done to himself, for
only wearing a dagger, and to his parents and brother
now in the galleys, for whose release he promises to
send back 400 prisoners, whom he will burn alive
in case his parents and brother receive further ill
usage. On March 4, 1592, the Sultan of Morocco
writes to Queen Elizabeth, excusing himself for
the long delay In answering the Queen’s letter
on behalf of the Prince of Portugal, and requests
her Majesty to send him aid. At a later period
the Sultan sends another letter, to King Charles I.
of England, apprising him of a victory gained
over the rovers of Sallee, and desiring his aid by
sea and land against those of Tunis, Algiers, and
other places.

The Sultans of Moroccoat that period,and up to the
last century, captured Christians and held them in
bondage. Many are the tales of the horrible cruelties
which they suffered. Some were handed back to
freedom on the payment of ransom, while others, less
fortunate, were held in slavery for the rest of their
miserable days. Happily this state of things regarding
Christians no longer exists. Undoubtedly the bitter
feeling which the Moors entertained against all
Christians in those days was engendered by the
terrible cruelties which were inflicted by the fanatical
Catholics of Spain on the Moors at the time of their
expulsion from the Peninsula.

The cruelties of that dark period of Spanish history
have never been forgotten. Let us hope that, as
time goes, our own conduct and teaching may gain
the sympathy and good-will of the Moors, and so
prepare them for a higher life.

Our own diplomatic relations with Morocco in
modern times were conducted through that able
diplomatist Sir John D. Hay. His father had been
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Consul for many years in the same country, and
thus Sir John mherited advantages in under-
taking a post which was very difficult to hold in
every sense of the word, and often in after-years
brought him into sharp conflict with his opponents.
The policy which he pursued to the end was to
maintain Morocco as an independent State. He
opposed, with all his skill, any scheme that might
tend to bring the country under the power of
any foreign State. Many accusations were made
against him during his forty-two years of diplomatic
service. It was said that his sway over Morocco
was all-powerful, and he could have improved the
government of the country if he cared, but that he
wished to keep the country closed against every enter-
prise ; in short, that he did not want the country
opened up by his own countrymen or those of other
nations.

I do not think that all these accusations were well-
founded. Sir John assured me that he had made
many proposals to the Foreign Office, during the
time he was minister, for improving the condition of
Morocco, and that nothing had ever been done to carry
them out. I had an interview with him in London,
through the courtesy of the Foreign Office, which
confirmed this. The result of that interview ap-
peared in a letter of mine to the Times, which was
published in that journal on January 30, 1885. He
made similar statements to me in the following year,
which appeared in the report which I addressed to
the Foreign Office in the same year.

I can quite understand that many difficulties lay
in his path. One of his great troubles had been the
Spanish occupation after the war of 1860. He
assisted the Moorish Government to clear the Spanish
troops out of the country with as little delay as
possible, with a view of upholding the integrity of
the Moorish Empire. There is no doubt that, in
this matter, he earned the gratitude of the Moors.



78 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

It may be added that, in connection with this, a loan
was negotiated in London by the Moorish Government
for £500,000. I am glad to record that it was faith-
fully and punctually paid. I think in his closing
years Sir John was more anxious than he had ever
been before to improve matters in Morocco, which
seems to be confirmed by his interview with the
Sultan. It is like a chapter out of the life of Haroun
El Rashid. We give the account in his own words :

““The Sultan received me in a Kubba, where he
was seated on a divan. As I approached his Majesty,
motioning me to a gilt arm-chair placed close to the
divan, he requested me to be seated. He then dis-
missed the chamberlains and other attendants. Thus
we were alone. After a friendly conversation in which
I thanked the Sultan for his hospitality and the
attention I had received during my stay at the Court,
Isaid, ¢ With your Majesty’s permission, I am about
to put a strange question.’

“<Say on,’ said the Sultan,  for I know, whatever
you say, yours will be the words of a true friend, as
you have ever been.’

“ Then I continued : ‘I beg to know whether your
Majesty would desire to listen to the language of
flattery, words that will give you joy and pleasure,
admiration of all I have seen and learnt during my
long residence in your dominions, or whether your
Majesty would elect that I should speak out the truth,
and make known, without reserve, that which may
give your Majesty pain, distress, and even, it may
be feared, offence.’

“The Sultan, looking very grave, replied :
‘ This is the first time in my life that I have been
asked by any man whether I would choose to
hear what might give me pain, or even offence, or
listen to that which may please and flatter me. I
select: the former.’

“I bowed and said: ‘ Before I proceed further
will you graciously promise not to take offence at
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the language I am about to hold, and that I shall
not lose your Majesty’s good opinion and friendship
through rashness of speech ?’

“The Sultan replied, ‘Say on; you have been,
are, and will ever remain, a true friend.’

¢ ¢TI will premise,’ I then said, ¢ by declaring that the
administration of the Government in Morocco is the
worst in the world.’

““ The Sultan looked startled, and frowned.

“ ¢ The present system and form of government was
not introduced by your Majesty, nor indeed by your
sire or grandsire, and therefore your Majesty is not
responsible for the wretched, impoverished state of
this fine country, or of the population over which your
Majesty reigns. The form of government was in-
herited from your forefathers. After their with-
drawal from Spain, where for centuries they had led
the van of the world in art, sciences, literature, and
agriculture, they set aside, on their return to Morocco,
the just laws and administration of government
which had made them the grand people they were,
and, I will add, might again become. Their descen-
dants inherit the same blood, bone, and brain. There-
fore, it is to be inferred that, under a just government,
with security of life and property, the Moorish people
might again rise, and become as their ancestors were—
one of the richest and most powerful nations in the
world.

¢ ¢ At the present time the government of Morocco is
like a community of fishes : the giant fish feed upon
those that are small, the smaller upon the least,
and these again feed on the worms. In like manner
the Vizier and other dignitaries of the Court who
receive no salaries depend for their livelihood upon
peculation, trickery, corruption, and the money they
extract from the governors of provinces and other
governors. The governors are likewise enriched
through peculation from tithes and taxes, and
extortion from sheikhs, wealthy farmers, and
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traders. A Moor who becomes rich is treated as a
criminal. Neither life nor property is secure. Sheikhs
and other subordinate officials subsist on what they
can extort from the farmers and peasantry. Then
again, even the jailers are not paid; they gain their
livelihood by taking money from prisoners, who, when
they are paupers, are taught to make strong baskets,
which are sold by the jailers for their own benefit.

“<How can a country, how can a people prosper
under such a government ? The tribes are in a con-
stant state of rebellion against their governors. When
the Sultan resides in his northern capital of Fez the
southern tribes rebel, and when he marches south to
the city of Morocco, eating up the rebels and con-
fiscating their property, the northern fribes rebel.
The armies of the Sultan, like locusts, are constantly
on the move, ravaging the country to quell the revolt.
Agriculture is destroyed, the farmers and peasantry
only grow sufficient grain for their own require-
ments, and rich lands are allowed to lie fallow because
the farmers know the crops would be plundered by the
governors and sheikhs. Thus it happens with cattle
and horses. Breeding is checked, since the man who
may become rich through his industry is treated
as a criminal, and all his possessions are taken from
him, as in the fable the goose is killed to get the golden
eggs.

e With dominions as extensive as those of Spain
or France, with a rich soil which can produce all that
can be grown in Europe, Morocco is poor and weak.
Even compared with the lesser nations, like Denmark
and Holland, which kingdoms do not possess a third
of the land Morocco has, while half of the year the
ground in those northern countries is covered with
snow and ice, yet they have revenues tenfold that of
Morocco, highly disciplined armies, formidable navies.
They have roads, bridges, railroads, with cities and
towns containing palaces, handsome, well-paved
streets, lit by gas, and other modern improvements,
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such as are to be seen in the largest capitals of the
world. The just administration of the laws and
security of life and property have produced this state
of welfare, and the people are content and happy,
and do not rebel. The wealth of these countries is
always on the increase. No sovereign minister,
governor, or other high official can take from any
man a stiver of money, or an inch of land. Every
officer employed by the sovereign is paid, and there-
fore does not depend for his livelihood, as in Morocco,
on peculation, extortion, bribery, and corruption.’

“ The Sultan here remarked that his subjects were
an ignorant and lawless people, quite unfit to be
governed in the lenient manner I had described, that
unless they were treated with severity and were not
allowed to enrich themselves they would show a
more rebellious spirit than they do even at the present
time. A lenient administration, he repeated, was
not suited to the wild races of Morocco.

“To this I replied, ‘ At your Majesty’s request I
applied in past years to the British Government for
permission to allow two hundred of your Majesty’s
subjects to be sent to Gibraltar, for the purpose of
being instructed in the drill and discipline of British
foot-soldiers. The British Government acceded to
your Majesty’s request. A body of two hundred
Moors was sent to Gibraltar and remained there
between two and three years, the men being occasion-
ally changed as they acquired a knowledge of drill.
I wish to know whether your Majesty selected these
men from a superior, educated class who had reputa-
tion of being orderly and intelligent, or whether they
were chosen after inquiry into their intelligence, past
character, and behav10ur

“The Sultan replied, ‘ No, the men were selected
at random from various tribes so that there might be
no ground for jealousy.’

“¢Well,” I said, ‘ two hundred Moors remained for
nearly three years at Gibraltar. They had good

6



82 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

clothing given them, and a shilling a day was allowed
each man by your Majesty. The British Government
gave them tents to live in. During the time they
were stationed in her Majesty’s garrison there were
only two cases in the police-courts against them for
dissolute conduct. Colonel Cameron, under whose
superintendence they were placed, said they learned
their drill as quickly and as well as any Englishman,
they were sober, steady, and attentive to their
duties. This tends to show that your Majesty’s
subjects, living under a just and humane government,
having, as they had, proper provision made for their
livelihood, are not a lawless or even disorderly people,
and that they are capable of being transformed, under
a good government, into the grand warriors which
their ancestors were in Spain.’

“ The Sultan smiled and said, ‘ True, your argu-
ments are convincing. Point out the remedy, select
the men from amongst my viziers, or any other officers
of the Court on whom you think I could depend, to
introduce a new form of administration. I believe,’
he continued, ‘ that if I were to tell my viziers that
for the future I should allot them and other officers
of the Court salaries, and put a stop to bribery and
peculation, they would be the first to rebel against
my authority, and to oppose any change in the ad-
ministration.’

“T replied, ‘I know not the vizier or other person
in authority whom I could suggest should be employed
to aid in carrying out a reform in the government.
Your Majesty, like the late Sultan Mahmud of Turkey,
and the great Khedive of Egypt, Mehemet Ali, will
have yourself to take the sword in one hand and the
balance of justice in the other. Make an example
of any man who dares oppose your Majesty’s will
and determination to improve the state of your
subjects. The latter, when they learn your Majesty’s
desire for their welfare, will rise in one body to support
you in getting rid of the tyrants who are now grinding
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them into dust, and squeezing out their life-blood.
In the cause of humanity, and to save the lives of
thousands of men, women, and children, now im-
poverished and starved by a cruel system of extortion,
your Majesty will have to act with great severity and
make a manifest example of some of the viziers and
governors, striking terror into the hearts of other
dignitaries of your Court who may be inclined to
oppose your reforms.’

* “ Prepare for me,’ said the Sultan, ‘a secret memo-
randum on the reform of government you would
propose, the salaries to be paid to the Vizier and
chief officers of my Court, to governors and other
officials in the provinces. I will take it into my con-
sideration and commence gradually to introduce the
reforms in the administration of the government of
the provinces, and then I shall in due course intro-
duce reform also at the Court, by the payment of the
Vizier, and punish severely peculation or corrupt
practices.

“1I gave the Sultan a rough outline of the first
steps that should be taken by the payment of gover-
nors, and other functionaries, to collect taxes and
tithe to be paid direct into the Treasury, and not
through the governors; recommending that receipts
should be delivered to all persons who paid taxes, ete.,
and that these collectors should also be empowered
to take all fines imposed by governors or sheikhs on
criminals, and pay them into the Treasury, which
would tend to check the rapacity and injustice of
governors in imposing heavy and unjust fines which
at the present time they appropriate to their own use.
I reminded the Sultan that it was at my suggestion,
when the convention of 1856 was concluded, that the
salaries of the customs officers were greatly increased,
and at the same time steps were taken to prevent the
wholesale robbery of the receipts of custom, and that,
as the Sultan had told me, that since my advice had
been followed the revenues from the customs had
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greatly increased. The Sultan acknowledged this
to be true, and he further added that since its
adoption the trade of Morocco with England and
other countries had trebled in value.”

This ended one of the most extraordinary and
unique addresses perhaps ever made to a foreign ruler
by an English minister. Although these reforms
sketched out by Sir John D. Hay were never actually
carried out, he always held these views regarding
what ought to be done to improve the internal ad-
ministration of the Moorish Empire, and there can
be no question that they were sound views, which I
cannot help thinking ought to have received greater
attention than they did from the home authorities. Sir
John Hay finally retired, after forty-two years’ service,
and thus ended a long and remarkable diplomatic
career, which, if it did not improve matters in Morocco,
helped to keep the crumbling empire intact; but
so unsatisfied was Sir John with Moorish policy that
he declined to take a personal farewell of the Sultan,
but simply announced it by letter, which produced a
very complimentary reply.

He was succeeded by the late Sir William Kirby
Green, one of the ablest ministers that ever repre-
sented England in Morocco. It was a very great
loss to that country and the diplomatic service
when his career was cut short by death. He was
able, during his term of office, to get the cable laid
to Morocco, and to obtain an indemnity of £50,000
from the Sultan for the North-West African Company
for damages done to their trade at Cape Juby by
the Sultan’s agents.

Sir Charles Euan Smith followed, but was very
unfortunate in coming to some misunderstanding
with the Sultan, which nearly led to an open rupture.
With a view to help his mission, I gave addresses on
Morocco at Liverpool and Glasgow. At that period
the governor of Morocco City, Ben Daood, came to
London on a visit, and he sent for me on his arrival in
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that city. I'was able toshow himsome attentionduring
his stay. At Manchester I showed him over Whit-
worth’s Gunworks in that city and other places of
interest, and procured for him a special permit from
the Forelgn Office to visit Woolwich Arsenal, which
he very much appreciated. The report he made on
his return to Morocco of the attention he had received
during his stay in England made a good impression
on the Moors.

While in London I introduced to him the late Mr.
C. H. Allen, of the Anti-Slavery Society, which very
much pleased the governor. In talking over Moorish
affairs Ben Daood informed me how difficult it is to
bring about changes in Morocco. He said that the
late Sultan, Muley El Hassan, had sent several young
men to Europe to study the state of society and
government in those countries, with a view of bring-
ing about changes in his own government. On their
return they came before the Sultan and his advisers,
who were men with long white beards. The young
Moors, fresh from- Europe, poured forth before them
with ardour all they had seen in the Christian
countries and how much better they were governed
than the people of Morocco, and enlarged on the
changes that could be made to meet modern ideas.
The white-beards, said Ben Daood, told the young
men to return to Europe, that they in Morocco did
not want any of those new ideas which they seemed
to value so much. Thus ended Muley El Hassan’s
attempt at reforming his country. The white-beards
stood in the way.

Sir E. Satow represented England in Morocco for
a short term. The principal work he accomplished
was the disposal of the settlement I had founded
at Cape Juby to the Sultan of Morocco for £50,000.
For this work the Government conferred on him
the honour of knighthood. 'When I paid him a
visit afterwards I could hardly congratulate him
on what he had done. He, however, informed me
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that Cape Juby was a good card for the British
Government to play.

Sir A. Nicolson followed. It must be said, to that
gentleman’s credit, that he did, during his term of
office, all he could for the prisons and prisoners of
Morocco, and there was a hope that some permanent
reform would be made. The state of affairs is now
the same as before in that unhappy country. Sir
A. Nicolson represented England at the Conference
of Algeciras. This was a most important and
momentous step taken for the improvement of
Morocco, which placed our relations with that country
on an entirely new footing, first under the Anglo-
French agreement, which was a mistake, and after-
wards by the Algeciras Act. The British public will
have to keep a watchful eye on the development of
events in Morocco, unless they are prepared to see that
important country closed to our merchants, and our
position in Gibraltar seriously imperilled.

There is one very important question in connection
with European representatives in Morocco which,
in justice to the reputation of foreign nations,
and on account of the hardships which its continu-
ance inflicts on the Moors, should be completely
changed. It has always been customary, when a
foreign minister pays a visit to the Court of the
Sultan of Morocco, that the governors of provinces
through which they may pass are required to provide
food free of charge to the minister and his followers,
also their animals. As a rule, each of these missions
is composed of a goodly number of people, and it be-
comes a serious matter for the poor Moors to provide
jor all their requirements. Not only that, but these
fourneys are made an excuse for terrible exactions
on the part of corrupt and grasping governors in
order to fill their own pockets. If any one refuses
to meet the demands made he is cast into prison
and his property plundered. It is understood
that each government allows its representative a
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certain sum of money to meet all the charges of
journeys to Court, but some of the ministers have been
accused of keeping the whole of the sum for them-
selves instead of paying the poor people who supply
their wants.

The natives look forward to these embassies as a
great calamity to the country; indeed, the charge
weighs heavily on them for a long time after.

Mr. Gurney and myself brought this question
years ago before the British Foreign Office, and I
am glad to say that steps have been taken to put
an end to this old custom. I received the following
letter from Sir E. Grey on the subject.

“To DoNALD MACKENZIE
“ FOrEIGN OFFICE,
“Sept. 24, 1910.
¢« SIR,

“I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th
inst., inquiring whether the custom is still followed
by his Majesty’s representative in Morocco, when
travelling on a mission to the Sultan, of exacting
hospitality from the natives of the district through
which he passes. In reply, Iam to call your attention
to Article 62 of the General Act of Algeciras of April 7,
1906. This Article was inserted by the Powers with
a view to the cessation of this practice by diplomatic
missions. The gifts of provisions, ete., formerly exacted
from the tribes are referred to in the Article as
‘ Mona.” I am, sir,

 Your most obedient humble servant,
““(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL.”

Many travellers have taken a mean advantage of
the custom of giving them a general complimentary
letter to the governors of the part of the country
through which they propose to pass, and they have
demanded, on account of these documents, all the



88 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

provisions for themselves and followers free. In
some cases this has been resented by the natives, with
the result that serious quarrels have been occa-
sioned. Mr. Henry Gurney and myself went from
Tangier over-land to Morocco City, without any fire-
arms, paying for everything as we went. We had
no dispute or any quarrel on the way, and were never
once insulted by the natives, who, I am glad to say
in their favour, charged very little for their produce,
and were quite contented with what was given them.
It seems to me that the custom of giving letters of
introduction to travellers to the governors should
be abolished. Let every one pay his own expenses
and carefully see that the natives are paid for what
they sell. This plan would make travelling more
safe and create a better feeling in the native mind
towards strangers.

I may here remark that Sir John H. D. Hay was in
favour of the foreign ministers residing at the Court,
instead of at a distance, as had been the practice.
He thus writes regarding it in his journal: “ My
belief is that these people, or rather their govern-
ment, will never go ahead until the lever acts at head-
quarters continuously, by the presence and pressure
of the foreign representatives. So long as we preach
and pray at a distance, nothing will be done.”

This was a very sound opinion. I never could see
why the foreign ministers should act at such a dis-
tance, through the Moorish Foreign Minister, who
acts as a sort of buffer, and in this way thwarts any
reform that may be proposed. The difficulty that
stands in the way of this excellent proposal being
adopted is the continual moving of the Shereefian
Court from one place to another. It would be some-
what inconvenient for ministers to move with the
Court. Another difficulty, which could be easily
overcome, is the want of roads into the interior. I
cannot help thinking that ministers should make
Fez their_ headquarters instead of Tangier, where
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they could be more in touch with the Sultan, who
usually resides at Fez, than at present. A good road
could be eventually made to connect Tangier with
Fez. This, if accomplished, would be a vast improve-
ment, which would undoubtedly lead to beneficial
changes in the internal administration of Morocco.
It is impossible, at such a distance from the seat of
government, to impress the Sultan or his ministers
with any ideas of progress and good government.



CHAPTER X

THE COMMERCE OF MOROCCO ; BANKING FACILITIES;
CARRYING TRADE; CONSULAR SERVICE

It cannot be expected that commerce will flourish in
leaps and bounds in a country so backward as the
Khalifate of the West. No effort is made to increase
the trade in any way. Cart-roads, which are so
essential for the development of any country, do not
exist. The exports and imports almost stood station-
ary for many years, though recent years have shown
some improvement. The following are the most
striking figures that I can give. The exports and
imports of all the Morocco ports stood in 1885 at
£2,612,612; for 1908 they amounted to £4,789,439,
showing an increase of £2,176,827 in twenty-three
years. This is not a very encouraging state of things
In a country with unbounded possibilities.

The figures given below were supplied to me by
the courtesy of Mr. H. E. White, our Consul-General
in Morocco :

Imports. Exports. Total Trade.

Tangier et 421,707 307,048 728,755
Tetuan ol 59,930 10,029 69,959
Laraiche i 536,794 145,619 682,413
Rabat e 270,365 64,426 334,791
Casablanca 5 574,706 347,387 922,093
Mazagan , 357,613 338,736 696,349
Saffi N 269,634 404,282 673,915
Mogador 5 325,469 355,694 681,163

Total .. £2816,218 £1,973,221  £4,789,439

It has been remarked that the mode of transport in
Morocco is of the most primitive description : mules,

90
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camels, and even women are used for carrying goods
to and from the interior. It will therefore be readily
understood that the transport of goods is a very
troublesome and expensive operation. The present
system of interior transport costs about one shilling
a mile per ton. The interior trade of the country
can never develop under such a system as this.
Railways and other improvements for facilitating
commercial intercourse are unknown. The trade of
the interior is conducted by native merchants, or
agents of European traders, who attend the markets
all over the country, exchanging European or native
manufactures for raw material, such as wool, oil,
skins, grain, wax, etc. Sometimes it happens that
the farmer himself brings his produce to market, but
whether the produce is bought in the interior or in
the town all transactions are done in cash. The
farmer cannot give credit, as he requires money for
taxes and present needs.

Morocco held commercial intercourse with foreign
countries for many centuries, and at one time pos-
sessed a considerable fleet of vessels, but it does not
appear that they were used for carrying merchandise
from one country to another. It is, however, certain
that the Moorish craft conducted a large piratical
trade. They were at one time the terror of the sea,
and were bold enough to land at various places,
plundering the inhabitants, and carrying them away
mnto slavery, appropriating to their own use and
benefit all the treasure they could find. These bold
corsairs are said to have landed in France and
carried many people into slavery. Happily this
condition of things has long since ceased to exist.
The Moors no longer possess vessels of war. The
descendants of those bold rovers have taken to the
more peaceful occupations of praying in mosques
and making mats.

If the duties on native products were to be lowered
to a reasonable extent, with full liberty to export all
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the products of the country, and an improvement
were made in the means of transport, under a fairly
good government the commerce of Morocco would
increase to an enormous extent. Instead of it being
only £4,789,439 as at present, it would be more like
£50,000,000. The country would become one of the
best markets for British manufactures.

We in this country can hardly understand that
the Sultan should be so blind to his own interest as
to place difficulties in the way of commerce, the main
source from which he derives his revenue. I regret
to say that the Moorish Government places every
kind of obstacle in the way of Christian enterprise.
The last treaty of commerce which was made in 1856
conceded the right to foreigners to acquire land in
Morocco, but the consent of the governor or cadi
must first be obtained before property can be con-
veyed. This consent is always refused, except in
Tangler, where the foreign ministers bring pressure
to bear on Moorish authorities. In all other towns
the Christians are only allowed to hire houses from
the Sultan, and these they cannot repair without
orders from the authorities. If any native workman
were to attempt to do any repairs for the Christians
he would be cast into prison; neither are materials
allowed to be supplied. Many persons have to import
labour and material from Gibraltar.

The opposition shown to Christians by the Moorish
Government arises partly from religious fanaticism,
but more especially from the fact that almost every
privilege hitherto granted by the Sultan to foreigners
has always been abused to such an extent that the
Christians have become indirectly the greatest op-
pressors of the Moors who still remain under the
rule of his Shereefian Majesty.

The Moorish revenue is principally derived from
the duties charged on the exports and imports of
merchandise, lands, cattle, and products. It has
been said that hardly one-third of the sums’collected
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enters the coffers of the Sultan, the rest finding its
way into the pockets of unpaid officials. It is im-
possible to state what the revenue of the Moorish
Government really is. No Budget of receipts and ex-
penditure is ever published ; it would be rather a
curious document.

Ten per cent. is charged on the imports, but the
duty charged on the exports is often greater than
the value of the goods. The export of minerals, al-
though of the richest description, is prohibited. It is
also forbidden to export cattle without special licence.

The absence of banking facilities is a great draw-
back to the commercial progress of Morocco. No
private merchant can offer the same advantages as a
bank can; hence the necessity for an independent
institution which should assist as far as possible all
those who are engaged in the commerce of the country.
Large sums of specie are required at the beginning of
each season to enable the merchant to purchase pro-
duce, which he has often to ship to Europe at a time
when the market is depressed in order to raise money.
He is then obliged to sell at a low price, and obtain
advances at a high rate of interest, which naturally
reduces his profit to very little, and sometimes may
end in a loss.

Abank would enable the merchant to avoid all
these ' inconveniences. I was so much impressed
with this question in 1886, when I made my report
on the “ Condition of the Empire of Morocco,” ad-
dressed to the Foreign Office, that I felt that the
matter should be taken up. The natives wished me
to try and carry it through. They offered in a few
days to take over £8,000 of the share capital. I
placed the matter before some of my friends in London
and afterwards explained its objects to the late Lord
Salisbury. The intention was to make it an inter-
national bank on similar lines to the * Ottoman
Bank.” I went to the Court of Morocco in 1887,
with the full support of Lord Salisbury; but the
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jealousy of the Powers was a great drawback. The
same year difficulties arose at Cape Juby, and I was
obliged to go out there and put matters right, so was
reluctantly obliged to abandon my bank project,
which if it had been accomplished would have con-
ferred a great benefit on Morocco. I was, however,
glad to see the question brought up at the Algeciras
Conference and adopted by the Powers. If the bank
is worked without any political bias it will, without
doubt, help to promote the commerce of Morocco,
and assist very materially in the development of its
vast resources.

The carrying trade, as far as England was con-
cerned, had been for many years in the hands of
Messrs. Forwood Brothers, but it is now carried on
by two companies, the Royal Mail Company and
Messrs. James Power & Co., who have established
the Power Steamship Company. These ships call
at all the Morocco ports for produce and the discharge
of cargo. Other steamers call at Tangier with pas-
sengers. The French have for many years run a
line of steamers from Marseilles. They also took
passengers, and made the round trip to the Canary
Islands. Navigating along the Morocco coast 18
somewhat dangerous on account of the want of
lighthouses, but this important question, and the
improvement of the harbours along the coast, are to
receive the attention of the authorities.

I have recently received the following somewhat
encouraging report on this question from Mr. H. E.
White, his Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General in
Tangier, Morocco :

“ With regard to roads, none properly so called
have yet been made, but some are about to be made
in the neighbourhood of the ports, for which tenders
have been or will be invited by the Commission of
Public Works constituted under the Algeciras Act.
A mole has been built at Tangier, harbour works are
in the course of construction at Casablanca, an iron
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pier at Saffier, and works are to be undertaken at the
other ports little by little, lighthouses are to be
erected, and other lights, buoys, etc., are to be placed
where required. So we hope to see great improve-
ments from the point of view of navigation in course
of time. As funds become available it is to be
expected that roads will be extended into the
interior, and bridges built over some of the rivers.

“ Greater order is gradually being introduced into
the custom-houses, and the lighthouse service will
also be improved. All of the above will, of course,
be for the benefit of trade in general.”

One of the questions which 1s of the greatest interest
to our merchants going to Morocco to promote
business there is the consular service. The late Sir
John H. D. Hay was far from satisfied with the
consular service in that country. He was in favour
of competent paid consular agents who would be
above suspicion. He considered that unpaid consular
agents, who were traders, might use their authority
for their own selfish ends, and I think his views on
this subject were correct. The representatives of other
countries give every possible assistance to business
men from their respective countries, while our mer-
chants are practically left to shift for themselves,
without any assistance whatever. More attention in
many cases is paid to those visiting the country for
sport or pleasure than to those who are concerned
in promoting our trade. Our foreign commerce can
never compete with other countries under such con-
ditions as this.

As an illustration of this, I may point out that
some time ago I asked Mr. H. E. White, our Consul-
General in Tangier, for the latest figures of the export
and import trade of Morocco. He replied that he was
engaged on the 1908 returns, which would be ready
soon. I wrote again, two months after, and he very
courteously supplied the figures I have given in
another place, stating that he had sent the returns to
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the Foreign Office some time before and they would be
published by this time. I wrote for a copy through
Messrs. Wyman & Sons. They informed me that
they were not yet published. The returns themselves
were then nearly two years old, which rendered them of
little value to commercial men, and when they are
received at the Foreign Office they seem to have been
left unpublished for an indefinite period. This is a
question that ought to be inquired into. I felt so dis-
satisfied with the state of affairs that I wrote to Sir
E. Grey for an explanation of the delay, and received
the following reply :

“To Mr. D. MACKENZIE
““ForeiaN OFFICE,
« July 5, 1910.
“SIR,

“I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to
acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo,
inquiring as to the latest official returns of the trade
of Morocco. I am to inform you that the publica-
tion of the Trade Report for 1908 has been delayed
owing to the absence of regular official statistics,
and to the number of inaccuracies in the statistics
supplied from various sources to His Majesty’s Con-
sul at Tangier, and the necessity of referring them to
the various British Consular officials in Morocco
for correction. This Report will, however, be pub-
lished shortly. Subsequent Reports will be com-
piled from statistics supplied by the Comité des Dou-
anes, of which His Majesty’s Consul is a member, and
will therefore be published at an earlier date than
has hitherto been possible.

“] am, sir, etc.,
“ (Signed) W. LANGLEY.”

Many of the merchants of Morocco complained to
me that England had no commercial Attaché in
Morocco. I had a talk on this subject with Sir
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Ernest Satow while he was minister in Tangier. He
remarked that a commercial Attaché would be of
great importance, and suggested that I should have
an interview with the officials at the Foreign Office.
On my arrival in England I called on Sir Thomas
Sanderson, now Lord Sanderson, and laid the matter
before him. While he did not deny that such an
appointment might be advantageous, he pointed out
that there were no funds available for the purpose.
1 remarked that surely they could obtain about £700
a year for such an important object. Lord Sanderson
suggested that I should speak to Sir William Harcourt,
who was then Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the
subject; but I feared that my influence would not
induce him to unloose the strings of the public purse
for the benefit of British trade in Morocco.

Sir John Hay stated to me that the British Govern-
ment seemed to be always indifferent to the com-
mercial development of Morocco. During his official
career he had sent many proposals, which he asserted
were pigeon-holed at the Foreign Office. Since the
interview I had with Lord Sanderson on the subject
of commercial Attachés and articles of mine dealing
with the subject which appeared in the Fortnightly
Review, in 1902, and afterwards in the Manchester
Guardian, the Foreign Office seemed to wake up a
little to the importance of commercial Attachés, and
an attempt has been made to reform the consular
servicee. I am quite convinced that our foreign
trade cannot prosper until a radical change is brought
about in this great branch of the public service, and
the sooner the British public take the matter
seriously in hand the better will be our position in
the commercial world. In recent years some slight
improvement has been made in the consular service
in Morocco, but still, out of fifteen British consular
officers in that country, nine are unpaid.

A merchant will choose for his office the most
competent man he can find. The high connections
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and social position of the applicant will not weigh
with him in making his choice. Yet we, as a nation,
pitchfork in many cases a most unsuitable set of
men into the consular service, who pride themselves
on the idea that they have nothing to do with
anything so common as trade ; who, indeed, would
promote anything but the commerce of their own
country. This state of things should not be allowed
to continue, especially as foreign nations are now our
keen competitors in every market in the world. I
do not mean by these remarks to raise any doubt
as to the honesty of the British Consuls in Morocco.
They are, I believe, gentlemen of high and honourable
character. Mr. Gurney states that he has always
received the greatest attention and assistance from
them in his philanthropic work among the Moors, and
entertains a high opinion of them.

My remarks are really made against the system
which I think has been borne out by the information
derived by the small government committee that was
appointed to inquire into it in 1903, and that was by
no means an exhaustive inquiry. I only wish to
emphasise in these pages the important fact for this
country—that its foreign commerce cannot prosper
under modern competition unless we are represented
by competent men to look after our interests and assist
our traders in every possible way. Matters may have
improved in Morocco of late years, and our repre-
sentatives there may be now extending all the help
they can to our traders in that country.



CHAPTER XI
THE SLAVE-TRADE AND SLAVERY

SLAVERY has always existed in Mohammedan coun-
tries, although the Xoran does not favour it.
Measures have, however, been taken by England
and other Powers to abolish it in the East, and these
praiseworthy efforts have met with considerable
success. Indeed the success of these efforts has
been remarkable considering the difficulties that stood
in the way. Slavery has disappeared in Egypt, and
homes for freed slaves have been established there
by the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society,
in conjunction with Lord Cromer and supported by
the Egyptian Government. The Turkish Govern-
ment founded homes for freed slaves at Constan-
tinople, Jeddah, and other places, thus showing
that a spirit of freedom has entered into the Turkish
administration, which 1s an evidence that our
labours have not been in vain.

I am sorry to say that no effectual steps have been
made by the Christian Powers of Europe to obtain
its abolition or put a check on it in Morocco. Even
Mohammedans cannot defend this horrible institution
except on the plea that slavery has always existed
under their rule. The great hunting-ground, as we
know, for supplying markets with human creatures
is the interior of Africa. The cruelties and terrible
miseries that have always followed in the wake of
slave-trading are beyond the power of a human pen
adequately to describe : how fathers and mothers are
ruthlessly separated, children disposed among various
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purchasers without a single hope of ever seeing each
other again on this side of eternity. How they
are fastened together in gangs of both sexes, perfectly
naked, and then driven along, like droves of cattle,
to various outlets where they can make their way to
the slave-markets. The mortality in their capture
and on the march is something too terrible to con-
template. It is surprising to me that the voice of
civilised Europe does not unite and make itself felt
in every country where slavery exists, and not cease
until this terrible evil is blotted out for ever from
God’s earth.

It is painful to record the fact that missionaries
and Europeans who are settled in slave-holding
countries, with very few exceptions, seem to show
indifference to the whole subject, when the cause of
suffering humanity should be their first care.

Very many years ago the Sultan of Morocco held
Europeans in bondage until they were ransomed by
their respective countries. Happily this state of
things no longer exists. The first attempt made
by the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to
induce the Moorish Sultan to abolish slavery within
his dominions was in 1844, when the late Mr.
James Richardson was entrusted with the presenta-
tion of an address from the Society to the Sultan.
The address, unfortunately, did not reach any farther
than Mogador. The governor of that city would
not allow it to be forwarded. * If he did so,” he said,
““ he would himself have his tongue cut from the roof
of his mouth.”

In 1882 the society made representations to the
British Government regarding the slave markets
which were held privately in port towns. The efforts
of the society in this direction were successful. The
public sale of slaves in port towns was prohibited
by the orders of the Sultan. This was followed up by
a visit made in 1886 by the late Mr. C. H. Allen
and Mr. Crawford. An Anti-Slavery meeting was held
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in Tangier, which was the first ever held on such
a subject within Moorish dominions.

Their journey did a considerable amount of service
by drawing public attention to the glaring abuses
which were carried on unchecked in Morocco. In
1887 I made arrangements to visit the Court of
Morocco on a matter of public importance which I
have described in another chapter. The Anti-
Slavery Society entrusted me on that occasion with
an address to the Sultan of Morocco, which I very
willingly and with much pleasure undertook to
present to his Shereefian Majesty. At an interview
I had with the late Sir William Kirby Green he
promised his support as far as he could. He handed
me a letter of introduction to the Sultan’s Grand
Vizier of which the following is a translation.

“To THE SERVANT OF THE SULTAN—LONG MAY HE
LIVE |—THE ViziER oF FoRrEieN AFFAIRS, IFKI,
THE LEARNED, HiGH,AND EXCELLENT MOHAMMED
UMFUDLE GHARNIT

¢ TANGIER,
“ March 24, 1887.

“‘Isalute you and hope you are quite well. I ask
how you are. Ilike to know that you are well. The
bearer of this letter is a well-known man, and friend
of Morocco, and of its inhabitants, and has come
from England with a letter from the ministers of
England and others from the highest people in
England and they recommend him strongly, and
he is going to the Court to lay before the Sultan
some business for himself which it seems to me
will be a benefit for his Government, and the
commerce of the country ; and I assure you that the
bearer of the letter is Donald Mackenzie, and I ask
the Government to receive him with honour, and for
his recommendation I give him this letter willingly
as an introduction, with friendly salutation.
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“The Minister Plenipotentiary of the Queen of
Great Britain, Empress of India, at Morocco.
“(Signed) Wwm. KirBY GREEN.”

This letter, without doubt, helped me in the matter
of the presentation of the Anti-Slavery Society’s
address. The following is the text of the address :

“To m1s SHEREEFIAN Masesty, Muiey EL
HassaN, Svrtan or Morocco

“ 55, NEw Broap STREET, LONDON,
“ March 10, 1887.

“ May it please your Highness,

“We are all the servants of God, the Father
of Mussulmans, Christians, Jews, and of all the
nations of the earth, of whatever colour or race,
and therefore the great Anti-Slavery Society of
London, whose powerful Protector and Patron is the
Prince of Wales (eldest son of the Queen of the
British Empire, and ruler over many millions of
Mussulmans), now desires to address your Highness
on behalf of all those slaves, of whatever nationality,
who are in bondage in the Shereefian dominions.

‘“Several Mussulman nations have recognised that
the slave-trade, as it has long been carried on in Africa,
is contrary to the commands of the Prophet contained
in the Koran.

“Tt is true that the existence of slavery is recog-
nised by Mahomet, but only of captives taken in
war, and the Prophet earnestly enjoins good treat-
ment of all slaves, and recommends that they should
be set free as an act specially pleasing in the sight
of Heaven. The Koran, moreover, does not sanction
the separation of husband and wife, and of children
from their parents, as is now too often done in the
slave-markets of Morocco, whilst the cruel mutila-
tion of boys for harem purposes, so extensively
carried on*in the dominions of your Highness, is a
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crime against God and man, which the Koran does
not justify.

“The Anti-Slavery Society therefore embraces the
opportunity presented by the journey of their friend,
Mr. Donald Mackenzie, to the Shereefian Court, to
ask him to present to your Highness its petition on
behalf of the slaves in that great empire, and its
earnest prayer that your Highness will prevent your
subjects from carrying on the slave-trade, and will
forbid the separation of families in all the slave-
markets of Morocco, as well as the cruel and disgrace-
ful mutilation of children which now exists. In the
present day, when the light of civilisation is spreading
over all the earth, the dark deeds, so long wrought
in secret upon the helpless natives of Africa, are
made known to the whole world with a swiftness
and certainty almost inconceivable, and if Morocco
is to take that position amongst the nations of the
earth to which her former history and her vast
resources entitle her, her rulers must learn to govern
the people committed to their charge with justice
and moderation.

“Deeds of cruelty, whether wrought upon the per-
sons of slaves or upon poor and defenceless sub-
jects of any Sovereign, react in a tenfold manner
upon .the Government which permits such injustice,
and take away from the nation that strength which
alone can enable her to prosper, or even to exist.

“Therulersof the Mohammedan countriesof Turkey,
Egypt, Tunis, and Zanzibar have made treaties
with Great Britain, pledging themselves to stop the
slave-trade in their dominions, both on shore and
at sea, and the Anti-Slavery Society trusts that the
day is not far distant when Morocco also shall enter
into a similar alliance for the abolition of the nefarious
traffic in human beings.

“That this petition may receive the favourable
consideration of your Highness, and, under the
guidance of the All-merciful God, you may long be
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enabled to rule with justice and moderation over a
grateful and prosperous people, is the prayer of the
Anti-Slavery Society.
“(Signed) EpMUND STURGE, Chairman.
Cmas. H. ALLEN, Secretary.”

On the 27th of April T had an interview with the
Grand Vizier and handed him the Society’s address,
with a request that he would present it to his
Shereefian Majesty, his master. He read it, and
promised to hand it to the Sultan. He remarked
that his Majesty had, in deference to the wishes of
the British Government, issued orders that thereshould
be in future a separate place for the sale of slaves,
who should not be sold in the public market, as
before. He remarked that the holding of slaves
was in accordance with the Mohammedan religion,
and if they were set free they would die of hunger.

I replied that no such calamity had befallen
after the abolition of slavery in Turkey and other
countries, and I hoped Morocco would follow the
example of other enlightened nations and blot out
the iniquity of slavery from the empire. I further
remarked that neither Christian nor Mohammedan
would like to be held in bondage against their will.

This the Vizier could not dispute. Our interview
was very cordial throughout, and I felt glad that the
address would at last be presented to the Sultan.
This took place a few days after, and the address
received the support of the late Sir William Kirby
Green.

The slave-market is held in Morocco City every
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. Girls and boys
are generally in great demand. The price of girls is
about £16 to £20. The supply for the Morocco
markets comes from the Soudan across the Sahara
Desert. A great number of the captives die on the
march. Some pretty girls are, I found, brought from
Senegal in French vessels as passengers and disposed
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of privately to wealthy Moors. Great cruelty is
practised on the slaves, and there are no means
of punishing the offenders. Here is one instance. A
slave eight years old, who had offended her master,
had, as a punishment, all her teeth taken out. Many
of the boys are made into eunuchs, a process which
entails a great mortality. Others are used for most
revolting purposes by the Moors.

British ministers have from time to time made
representations to the Sultan against slavery, at the
request of the home Government. The late Sir
William Kirby Green took a keen interest in the
question, and, if his life had been spared, he would
have done much towards abolishing it. The late Sir
John Drummond Hay, no doubt on account of his long
residence in Morocco—some forty-two years—was so
accustomed to slavery that he was not very strongly
opposed to it. He had, however, taken some steps,
at the request of the British Government, to close
the markets for slaves held in port towns, and to
order the liberation of slaves held by any one having
British protection. This praiseworthy measure was
urged on the Foreign Office by the Anti-Slavery
Society. The late Mr. C. H. Allen always kept a
vigilant eye on Morocco. His visit to that country
with Mr. Henry Gurney has helped to keep the
question alive. There is one improvement which I
should urge on our own Government to adopt at
once : that is to ask the Sultan to close the slave-
markets in every town in Morocco where a British
consular agent is resident.

In recent years the matter has in a measure been
left in abeyance. Mr. Gurney has, however, kept
the society in touch with the affairs in Morocco, but
much has yet to be done to abolish slavery from
Moorish dominions. The Anti-Slavery Society ought
not to be satisfied until the Sultan has consented to
finally decree its total extinction.



CHAPTER XII
THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

THE laws of Morocco are based on the Koran. A
Moorish Court is composed of a judge and two
notaries, who sit to hear cases, which are supposed
to be settled according to documentary evidence.
Governors exercise jurisdiction in both civil and
criminal cases, but as soon as either of the contending
parties claim the spiritual law the governors are
bound to refer the case to the judge, or kadi, who
deals with it in accordance with the Koran, and sends
his sentence to the governor for execution. One can
appeal against the judge’s sentence, but the man
with the longest purse gains the verdict. When a
native brings an action against a British subject it
is settled before a Moorish judge, but should the
plaintiff be a British subject it is brought before the
British Consular Courts.

Punishment for crime varies according to the
locality, the power of the authority, and more
particularly the culprit’s means and the position
of the individual against whom the crime is perpe-
trated. Murder and other crimes are punished by
capital punishment, but a death-sentence is seldom
carried into effect, for the matter is generally settled
by a fine, and a sum of money paid to the family
of the victim. If a master kills his own slave it
is no crime, but if the victim is another man’s
slave he pays the market value. If a Jew be the
victim, an indemnity alone is paid; if protected
the sum is considerably larger. Rebellion is punished
by cutting off one leg and one arm, or by death;
highway robbery and theft of Government stores,
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by cutting off the right hand; petty offences, such
as larceny, cheating, weights and measures, and
adultery by flogging and imprisonment. Assaults
and wounding are also punished in a similar man-
ner. The avenger of blood is quite an institution
in this country. He goes about to avenge the blood
of a relation. There are houses of refuge to be found
all over the country, where a criminal or debtor
may fly for protection, and in this manner the mur-
derer can evade the avenger, and the debtor his
creditor for a time.

I have given this as being the basis on which the
law of Morocco is founded, but the administration
of justice is the most corrupt that can be found
in any part of the world. No such thing as our
Habeas Corpus Act is known in any part of Morocco.
A Moor may be seized at the will of a governor or
Sultan, and may remain all his life in prison without
trial or indeed knowing the nature of his offence.
The guilty are not usually sent to prison; it is the
innocent person who is pounced upon and made to
pay debts he never contracted. It is enough evi-
dence if he may happen to have resided in the same
village or country with the accused. They not only
have to pay debts of others, but suffer for crimes
which they never committed.

Moorish governors do not trouble themselves in
going after criminals or debtors. They hold the
innocent responsible for the guilty, and these are
sent to prison for imaginary crimes in order to satisfy
the avarice and cupidity of a governor. The Moors
have to work all their hives like slaves to satisfy the
Sultan, his officials, and usurers, who are a band of
parasites infesting "all parts of Morocco. The only
exception to this general rule are the tribes who are
powerful enough to defy the Sultan and his ministers,
against whom the Moorish Government is continually
at war. It may be said that quite two-thirds of the
empire is more or less independent of the Sultan, and
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can successfully set at defiance the Moorish tax-
gatherer. The Sultan and his ministers are continually
engaged in trying, by bribes and every corrupt method,
to set one tribe against another, and woe to those
who cannot stand against the Sultan’s forces. When
overcome they are butchered without mercy, and
baskets of heads are sent, after being salted, to various
cities so that they may be stuck up over the gates, as
warnings to others. The women and children are
handed over to the soldiers, who sell them wherever
they can find a buyer.

Neither rich nor poor have any security except
those who enjoy consular protection. Others make
the pilgrimage to Mecca, as a means of security
against Moorish rapacity; but even the odour of
Mecca does not avail them much in these days,
when they return. Those of us who have enjoyed the
liberty and protection of our own land can hardly
realise the condition of the Moors.

It is a crime in the eyes of the Moorish Govern-
ment that people should be wealthy ; it only exposes
them to the dangers of a prison, and utter ruin.
There is no real encouragement given to industry
or enterprise. It is this system of oppression which
has stunted the growth of wealth and property in
Moroceo, and has left its vast natural resources prac-
tically untouched. Of course this state of things
cannot, in the nature of events, remain unchanged.

The world is marching on, with its progressive ideas,
and even the ancient and proud Khalifate of the
West cannot shelter itself in its exclusiveness. Civil-
ising influences must eventually permeate the whole
mass of Moorish society, awake i1t up from its long
sleep, and bring it into line with Western ideas. We
who enjoy the blessings of civilisation have a duty to
perform to those who sit in darkness. We have to use
every means in our power to bring to their minds the
blessing of liberty, toleration, and just government,
and the great privileges we enjoy under their shadow.
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CHAPTER XIII

THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AND MOORISH
PRISONS

It is difficult for any one living in England, or in
any civilised country, to conceive what prison life
in Morocco really is, and the terrible tortures which
those hapless creatures who are doomed to languish
in them have to suffer.

A large number of the prisoners are immured for
political offences. . These are sometimes confined in
dungeons underground, with hardly any light, air, or
water, and even without food except that which is pro-
vided by the charitable or relations of the prisoners.
Others are there for debts which they never con-
tracted and for crimes they never committed. The
governors and other officers of the prisons receive
no salary, so they exist by squeezing all they can
out of the prisoners and their relations. Some of them
occupy their time in making baskets, and other
trifles. Part of the proceeds of these articles goes
into the pockets of the governors of the prisons.
Various kinds of horrible tortures are carried out
on many of the prisoners, especially if they are
supposed to be possessed of wealth, with a view of
compelling them to reveal where it may be found.

They are chained in such a manner that they
can neither sit nor stand. One instrument of tor-
ture is made of wood, and resembles the hooded
garment of a Franciscan friar. It is placed upright
and the victim is squeezed into it in a standing
position. Iron spikes project in various parts pre-
‘venting the inmate from reclining or resting any
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part of his body without great suffering. There he
1s left to exist on bread and water for days and
nights, until he divulges where his wealth may be
found. It is said that this mode of torture is only
resorted to in extreme cases. Another mode of
torture is the gashing of the hands. The cuts are
salted, a raw hide is afterwards tightly bound over
them, which shrinks after a time, and causes the hand
to rot away.

Political offenders are usually consigned to these
dungeons, there to end their miserable lives, without
any help from the outside world, hunger ever gnawing
at their vitals. When prisoners are removed from
one prison to another they are chained together in
gangs, fastened by the neck to one long chain, the
last holding an enormous padlock. In this same
manner they are taken out for an airing for sanitary
reasons in country prisons.

In Morocco City alone there are a large number
of prisoners. Of course the number fluctuates from
time to time. None of the prisoners are ever tried
for their supposed offences, nor is a limit put on the
period of their incarceration. The scandals of Moorish
prisons and their wretched inmates have attracted the
attention of several European visitors and travellers.
The Anti-Slavery Society took the matter up over
twenty years ago, and made representations from
time to time to the British Government.

Miss Charlotte Hanbury went out to visit the prisons
for the first time in 1889. She wrote on that occasion :
“ At last came the opportunity for first visiting a
Moorish prison, never to be forgotten in its terrible
impression. Looking through an oval hole of six
inches wide, we saw many pale, famished prisoners
inside, who eagerly came to us, their heavy ankle-
chains clanking as they slowly moved about in the
bot, foul air which it was scarcely possible to breathe.
They were hungry, and begged for food, no food
or water being supplied to them by the Government,



THE HOWARD ASSOCIATION 111

and the whole dirty place was bare of everythmg
except its crowd of .miserable captives.”

This is a vivid picture of what may be found in
all Moorish prisons.

About this period the English press did much
to enlighten the public on this subject, and the
Government representatives had used their good
offices on behalf of some cases that were brought
under their notice. While good was done in isolated
cases, a large majority of prisons were left untouched,
and an improvement could hardly be expected
unless a complete change of administration could be
brought about.

The Howard Association took up the question of
the prisons with great energy, through its able
secretary, the late Mr. Tallack. He distributed a
large amount of literature on the subject, which at-
tracted the notice of some of the native officials.
Miss Hanbury and Mr. Gurney gave valuable in-
formation to the society from time to time, which
kept it well postéd as to what was being done.

‘When the Sultan Muley Hassan died it was thought
his successor, Abdul Aziz, would carry out great
reforms. He was young, and seemed favourably
disposed towards Europeans, but he lacked his
father’s strength of character. He unfortunately
became a tool in the hands of designing Europeans,
whose only care and object was to fill their own
pockets, and in doing so pandered to the lowest
passions of the oriental character. No wonder that the
Sultan brought himself to the verge of bankruptey,
and was an object of contempt to his own subjects,
over whom he lost all control. If he had been sur-
rounded by good counsellors, who would have guided
him to do right, much good might have been done,
for the young Sultan was really anxious to bring
about ref}(’n:ms in his country. The reform of prisons
was one of his chief aims.

Mr. Gurney’s interview with him was very satis-
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factory. He even accepted a copy of the life of
Mrs. Elizabeth Fry, the lady who so nobly devoted
her best talents to the improvement of the condition
of the prisons of her native land. His Majesty very
graciously received, at the same time, a memorial
from the Howard Association. These were pre-
sented to the Sultan in 1903, and he was said to have
been genuinely gratified at receiving them.
The following is a copy of the address :

“ Pragse be to God alone.

“ To His SHEREEFIAN MaJjesty, MuLEY
ABpuL Aziz

“May it please your Majesty,—In accordance
with the permission given by your Majesty to our
Chairman, Mr. Henry Gurney, we beg most humbly
and respectfully to present to your Majesty a copy
of the life of Elizabeth Fry, a lady who, in the early
years of the nineteenth century, devoted a great
part of her time to the amelioration of the condition
of the prisoners in England and other European
countries, which were in a deplorable state. The most
prominent persons in England, who laboured to
mprove the condition of prisoners, were John
Howard and Elizabeth Fry. They appealed on their
behalf to the crowned heads and governments of
Europe, and they finally succeeded, by the help of
God, in carrying out a great reformation in the prison
system of England and other countries. Such was
the great interest that was taken in what had been
accomplished that the Howard Association was
formed many years ago to continue the good work
and to watch over the interest of the prisoners all
over the world. The Association does not concern
itself ‘with political questions; it simply interests
itself in questions of humanity.

“We beg to point out to your Majesty that in
those countries which have improved their prisons
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and the condition of prisoners, crime has corre-
spondingly decreased. From these experiences we
feel assured that the improvement of prisons in
our Majesty’s dominions would tend to the same
geneﬁcxal result. We take the present opportunity
of thanking your Majesty for your intentions of
improving the prisons of your empire. We feel
sure that God will bless the effort you are now
making on behalf of the prisoners, and we trust that
you will continue to watch over them with paternal
care. We assure your Majesty that we take a deep
interest in the welfare of your people. We pray
that God will bless you and guide you to rule over
your people with justice and mercy.
“ On behalf of the Howard Association,
“(Signed) A. F. Buxron, Treasurer.
H. Gurney, Chairman.
E. Gruss, Secretary.”

But the improvement that was promised, and ex-
pected to continue, did not last long. As I before
remarked, Abdul Aziz, who was weak, was led
away from the right way and his throne became
very insecure, until he had finally to abandon the
struggle, and Muley Hafid succeeded him as ruler of
Morocco.

The prisons were allowed to get into a worse state
than they were before. In confirmation of this, Mr.
Gurney received recently reports from the interior
of Morocco which showed that matters were in a very
unsatisfactory state. A correspondent writing from
Morocco City says:

“The prisons are as bad as they ever were.
The new Sultan has proved very disappointing in
the way of reforms. He has done nothing. In
the south Glowi brothers rule supreme, and their
only object seems to be to make money as fast as
they can while in power. Qur governor is one
of them, and he is engaged in squeezing money out
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of the people, and spends a great deal of his time in
feasting and with harlots. The consequence is that
there have been a great many robberies and murders
and a general lowering in authority. The prison,
I am told, is very full. 'When a robbery takes place
there are a great many innocent people arrested,
and they are set free on paying. The guilty are
seldom or never caught.

“In slavery there is no change. The market goes
on as usual; the supply of negresses from the far
south is almost cut oft now, and their place is filled
by white girls stolen in the Sus country, and where
they can be picked up. The governor recently
issued orders against all private sales in houses. All
slaves must be sold in the open market, so as to
prevent those who have been stolen being sold pri-
vately into slavery. Once a girl is sold, it is almost
impossible to obtain her freedom. Such orders from
the governor can be easily ignored by giving him a
present, so that there is not much to be hoped from
this measure. Our present administration is very
corrupt in every detail. The judges and the notaries
are as bad as the governors and his khalifas. Bribery
rules the day.”

There is some improvement reported from Casa-
blanca. A correspondent of Mr. Gurney’s writes :

““The prison is still the Makhzen prison, but is
under the immediate control of the French Com-
missary of Police, which is a guarantee that matters
are well managed.

“The administration is now very satisfactory.
By order of the consular body all drink-shops must
be closed by midnight. The municipal police and
the French gendarmery assist in seeing that this
order is carried out. There are no regulations for
stopping the sale of drink to the natives, and it is
said that the drink habit is much on the increase
with them ; they are said to drink cheap gin in their
houses.
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“ Regarding slavery, there is none of course on the
part of European subjects, and everything possible
18 done to discourage it amongst the natives. British
steamers are not allowed to convey slaves from port
to port. At the Morocco littoral slavery is no doubt
rife amongst the Moorish notables, but as a rule the
slaves are well treated, and well fed.”

While I was reading this and other correspondence
which was kindly laid before me by Mr. Gurney, I
felt so strongly on the question of the Moorish prisons
and the wretched prisoners that I wrote the follow-
ing letters to Sir E. Grey, Bart., M.P., his Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs:

“ To THE RicaT HoN. Sir E. GrEY, BART., M.P.

“ SIr,

“1I beg to enclose a circular with regard to a
book on Morocco, which I am preparing for publi-
cation. In looking over correspondence which has
been placed beforé me from residents in various parts
of Morocco, it is most distressing to see the terrible
state of lawlessness which prevails in all parts of the
country. The prisons seem to be in a worse state
than they have ever been. Hunger, dirt, and every
kind of terrible cruelties prevail in regard to those
who are now languishing in filthy, dark dungeons,
without any hope of redress from any quarter. It
seems to me that this very unsatisfactory state of
affairs 1s far from creditable to our civilisation,
and ought by some means to be removed with as
little delay as possible.

‘“ The only remedy for the untold miseries which
now exist all over Morocco, that seems feasible to
my mind, is' the establishment in that country of
Mixed Courts for the administration of justice all
over the Moorish Empire, for both natives and
foreigners. This scheme, if adopted, would abolish
the present system of protection which has inflicted
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great injury on the natives and the Moorish Govern-
ment. It protects the rich, and deprives the Sultan
of a large amount of taxes which his Majesty ought
in justice to have. My proposal, I believe, would
also prevent the unjust and cruel squeezing of the
unprotected natives by the tax-gatherers. I am
aware that under existing circumstances it would
be difficult to abolish protection altogether, unless
Mixed Courts are set up which would guarantee
equal rights and justice to natives and foreigners.

“Would you kindly inform me if you would re-
commend the establishment of Mixed Courts in
Morocco ? I cannot help thinking that, if his
Majesty’s Government proposed such a reform,
other Governments would agree and unite in pressing
its adoption on the Sultan, who would accept it with-
out trouble. This reform, in my judgment, would
confer the greatest benefit on the Moors, and remove
a dark spot on our civilisation.

“T am, sir, etc.,
“DoNALD MACKENZIE.”

“ To DoNALD MACKENZIE

“ ForerGN OFFICE,

tf SIR, “ March 9, 1910.
“ With reference to your letter of the 3rd inst.
recommending the institution of Mixed Courts in
Morocco, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey
to inform you that he is unable to adopt your sug-
gestion, as his Majesty’s Government are not in
a position to reform the internal administration of

Morocco outside the scope of British treaty rights.

“] am, sir, etc.,
“(Swgned) 'W. LaNeLEY.”

“To tE RicaT HoN. Sir E. GrEY, BART., M.P.

“ SIR,
“1 have received your letter of the 9th
inst. I fear that I did not make my views quite
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clear in mine of the 3rd inst. I did not mean to
suggest that his Majesty’s Government should alone
reform the internal administration of Morocco. What
I wished to suggest was that his Majesty’s Govern-
ment should, in the name of suffering humanity,
approach the principal European Powers who were
signatories to the Algeciras Act, 1906, asking them
to collectively bring their pressure to bear on the
Sultan of Morocco, so that he would agree to the
establishment of Mixed Courts throughout his
dominions, especially where the reform asked for is
for the purpose of removing the worst abuses in
his country and the foulest blot on our civilisation.

“I would venture to say that surely the resources
of diplomacy cannot fail to bring about this most
necessary measure, which, in my humble judgment, is
the only way by which the administration of Morocco
can eftectually be reformed and brought into line
with European ideas of justice. Mixed Courts cannot
fail, if established, to bring untold blessing to the
oppressed inhabitants of the Moorish Empire. I
would venture most respectfully to ask if you would
kindly inform me if you would be prepared to bring
the question of Mixed Courts before the Powers
who are principally interested in Morocco, with a
view of its being adopted and carried out.

“1 am, sir, etc.,
“ DoNALD MACKENZIE.”

“ To DoNALD MACKENZIE

¢ FOREIGN OFFICE,
“ SIR, “ March 16, 1910.
“In reply to your further letter of the 11th
inst., urging that he should approach the principal
European Governments with a view to the estab-
lishment of Mixed Courts in Morocco, I am directed
by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that his
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Majesty’s Government are not prepared to move in
the direction suggested,
“] am, sir, etc.,

¢ (Stgned) W. LANGLEY.”

Following this appeal on my part, the Howard
Association addressed the following letter to Sir E.
Grey on the same subject :

[Copy.]
“To Tue Ricur HonN. Sik EDWARD GREY, SECRE-
TARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

«43, DevoNsHIRE CHAMBERS, BisHOPSGATE WiITHOUT, E.C.,

“ SIR, “ April 22, 1910.

“ The Committee of the Howard Association
beg to state that they have had recent communi-
cation from various parts of Morocco showing very
clearly that the state of the prisons and prisoners
all over that empire, with the exception of Casablanca,
is now as bad, if not worse, than at any previous time.

“The Committee fully recognise the good work
that was done in the past by Sir A. Nicolson, but
they regret to observe that all those improvements,
so ably helped forward by that gentleman, are now
reversed, and the position is as bad as it can be:
without any hope of improvement unless European
Governments interfere.

“ They ask you most respectfully, in the name of
humanity, to take the whole question into serious
consideration with a view of taking measures to
improve matters.

“In this connection they would urge on your
attention the question of the establishment of
Mixed Courts in Morocco for natives and foreigners,
for they believe this to be the only remedy for the
terrible oppression under which the Moors suffer.

“ The proposed Courts would give ample security
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to the persons and property of natives and foreigners,
and would enable the European Governments to
withdraw protection from their subjects and pro-
tégés, and thus put an end to a system which has
for thirty years inflicted untold misery and terrible
cruelties on very many innocent Moors at the hands
of those who are protected. These evils have been
and are in a measure indirectly sanctioned by the
European Powers, and the Committee feel that some
means should be found to put an end to a system
so very unjust and so discreditable to Europeans.

“The establishment of Mixed Courts, which is
supported by almost every European in Morocco,
seems to be the only practicable measure for per-
manently improving the administration of justice
and the whole prison system in Morocco, and it
cannot be doubted that civilised France and Spain
would join in a reform which, if accomplished, would
prove a great blessing to the Moors and the whole
empire. In support of their respectful plea the
Committee beg to append some extracts from letters
lately received by Mr. Henry Gurney, Chairman of
the Association.

“Signed on behalf of the Committee.

“Tromas HoLMEs,
“ Secretary to the Howard Association.”

[Copy.]
To THE SECRETARY TO THE HOWARD ASSOCIATION

““ ForelGN OFFICE,
“ SIR, “« April 30, 1910.

“ With reference to your letter of the 22nd
instant, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey
to inform you that he is in communication with his
Majesty’s Minister at Tangier, relative to the state
of the prisons in Morocco.

“ As regards the establishment of Mixed Courts
in that country, Sir E. Grey is unable to adopt the
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suggestion, as his Majesty’s Government are not
in a position to reform the internal administration
of Morocco outside the scope of British treaty rights.
“I am, sir,
“Your most obedient, humble servant,
“Louts MALLET.”

The replies received from Sir E. Grey were some-
what disappointing, considering the gravity of the
question which was placed before him. Since
writing those letters, Mr. Gurney visited Morocco,
and stated, on his return, that the prisons he was
able to visit were in a better condition than before.
The governor of Tetuan gave him liberty at once
to see over the prison, and treated him with every
consideration.

Mr. Elson, who has charge of the Moorish room
in Tangier, in a recent report to Mr. Gurney, speaks
in very high terms of the British consular authorities
in Morocco. He states that, regarding the matter
of prisons and cases of injustice, he feels sure that
they do all that they possibly can to show their
disapproval of cruelty and injustice, and to influence
the Moorish authorities to be more humane and just
in their dealings with and treatment of the people.
He adds that he always found the Consuls most
interested, sympathetic, and ready to help. In
reference to the state of the prisons and the sufferings
of prisoners full credit should be given to the British
consular officials for the services they have rendered
in the cause of humanity.

The following questions were put in the House of
Commons on July 11, 1910 :

“ MoorisH PRISONS

“In the House of Commons, on the 11th, Mr. H.
Law (Donegal, W., Nat.) asked the Secretary of
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State for Foreign Affairs whether he had received
any recent information from the British Minister at
Tangier relative to the state of Moorish prisons and
prisoners ; and if so what action, if any, he pro-
posed to take.

“Mr. McKmn~oN Woop.—We have no information
later than the report which was communicated to the
hon. member in July 1907. We shall, no doubt,
receive further information from time to time, but
we do not see what action his Majesty’s Government
can usefully take in Morocco.

“Mr. Law.—Do I understand the hon. gentleman
to say that he has had no Consular report since
April, 1907 ?

“Mr. McKinnoN Woobp.—That is the answer I gave.

“Mr. H. Law asked whether the Secretary of State
had received official information showing that cruel
treatment of prisoners was frequent in Moorish prisons;
and whether he was prepared favourably to consider
in this connection the establishment of Mixed Courts.

“Mr. McKinNoN Woon.—As I have just stated, we
have no recent information with regard to Moorish
prisons. His Majesty’s Government are not in a
position to make any change in the internal adminis-
tration of Morocco outside the scope of British
treaty rights, and in any case we do not see how
Mixed Courts are to affect the treatment of Moorish
subjects in Moorish prisons.”

“ MoroccaN TROUBLES
[July 29, 1910.]

“Mr. AsHLEY (U.) called attention to the attitude
of his Majesty’s Government in regard to the dis-
orders in Morocco. The misrule in that country,
he said, had grown worse during the last twelve
months, and our Foreign Office practically admitted
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that atrocities had taken place. The present Govern-
ment had departed greatly from old Liberal tradi-
tions in standing quietly by while those atrocities
were committed. (Hear, hear.) We must either
withdraw our minister in Morocco or we must defend
the atrocities. Members of the family of the late
Governor of Fez had been tortured to death, and the
British Consul deserved the greatest credit for the
persistence with which he had protested against
these diabolical cruelties. Two ladies of the Medical
Mission in Morocco had, after much difficulty, suc-
ceeded in seeing the widow of the Governor of Fez,
who had been imprisoned and tortured. She had
lost the entire use of one hand, her shoulder was dis-
located, she had bruises all over her body, from the
chains with which she had been suspended, and it
was very unlikely that she could long survive. 'When
atrocities took place in Servia we withdrew our
minister from Belgrade. Why should we treat
Morocco in a more tender way ?”

“ ALLEGED CrurLTIES IN MOROCCO
[July 14, 1910.]

«“Mr. CowaN (L., Aberdeenshire E.) asked the
Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether the Sultan of
Morocco recently addressed to the representatives
of the European Powers a voluntary letter in which
he solemnly undertook to suppress all cruel punish-
ments ; whether subsequently Muley Hafid caused
the wife of Haj Ben Aissa, late Governor of Fez, to
be cruelly tortured to compel her to disclose the
place of concealment of certain moneys and jewels ;
whether her mother had died in consequence of
similar torture ; and whether his Majesty’s Govern-
ment had come to any understanding with the
Government of the French Republic with the view
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of obtaining from the Sultan effective guarantees
for the abolition of torture in Morocco.

«8ir E. Grey (Northumberland, Berwick).—I can-
not from official information add to the accounts
which have appeared in the Press of these tortures,
but I regret to say that there is nothing in such in-
formation as has reached me which tends to show
that the statements made are untrue. His Majesty’s
Government would, of course, be most ready to co-
operate in any action which is practicable and likely
to be effective in putting a stop to such cruelties,
but the whole question of improving the internal
administration of Morocco is one of great difficulty.”

“QutracEs IN MoRrocco
[Judy 29, 1910.]

“Mr. CowaN (L., East Aberdeenshire) referred to
the situation in Morocco. We were interested in it,
he said, on account of Gibraltar, because we did the
bulk of the Moroccan trade, and because we were
parties to the Treaty of Algeciras. It was said that
the Government could not intervene because Morocco
had become a French interest. But humanity was
still a British interest, and it was a scandal and a
reproach to this nation that we should maintain a
British representative at the court of the monster
who reigned at Fez, and attempt nothing effective to
put a term to the atrocities he was inflicting on his
subjects. We had no right to assume that the
French Government would not respond to our re-
presentations in the interests of humanity. Many
Frenchmen would welcome the stiffening of their own
Government in this matter on friendly representa-
tions from Great Britain. It was not enough to
say that the Government was willing to join with the
other Powers in this matter ; our Government should
be the initiator in putting friendly pressure on the
French Government. He scouted the suggestion
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that a holy war would result if we did our duty as
a civilised power. It was our duty to stop these
outrages. The question might be one of great diffi-
culty, but that was no reason why we should ac-
quiesce in these horrible cruelties. He believed we
had only to bring reasonable pressure to bear upon
our great ally to make an end of these atrocities ; but
if the French Government would not co-operate, then
with such enormous naval resources as we possessed
we should not be timid ; we should not be afraid to
stand up to a small Power like Morocco; we should
be prepared, if necessary, to demonstrate before
Tangier. He asked for some indication that the
Government were prepared to pursue a vigorous,
humane, energetic policy.

“Mr. McKinNoN Woop (Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs) said the hon. member for East Aberdeen-
shire had delivered a speech of much vehemence
and eloquence, but if he had taken the preliminary
trouble to ascertain what had really happened, if he
had even read the answers to questions within the
last day or two, he would not have found it necessary
to make that speech. He did not suppose there was
ever an occasion on which a charge of remissness
against the Government had been made with less
foundation. The British Consul had been the first
to protest against the cruelties perpetrated by the
Sultan of Morocco, and his Majesty’s Government
had conveyed to the French Government all the
information they possessed, with the object of
getting the French Government to join them in putting
pressure upon the Sultan in order to put an end to
these abominable cruelties.”

I am led to believe that the action taken by Mr.
Cowan and others in Parliament on the Morocco
question has been of great public service.

I asked Sir E. Grey on August 3 if he would
favour me with a copy of the latest reports he had
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received on the prisons in Morocco, and he very
courteously sent me a copy with the following letter :

[Copy.]
“To DoNALD MACKENZIE

“ ForelgN OFFICE,
** SIR, « August 12, 1910,

“ With reference to your letter of the 3rd
instant, Secretary Sir E. Grey desires me to inform
you that he has no objection to a copy of the ‘ Report
on the Prisons of Morocco,” which has been received
from his Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tangier,
being supplied to you. A copy is transmitted here-
with.

“1 am, sir,
“ Your most obedient, humble servant,
““(Signed) W. LANGLEY.”

The following is the Foreign Office Report on the
state of the Moorish prisons :

“ Mr. WHITE f0 Si1R EpwARD GREY
(Received July 18)
“ TANGIER,

e SIR, “July 7, 1910.

“Upon receipt of your despatch of the
30th April, Mr. Lister addressed a circular despatch
to the consular officers, requesting them to furnish
him with a report upon the present state of the
prisons in this country. I have the honour to trans-
mit herewith extracts from the reports which have
been received, which show that the condition of the
prisons is very unsatisfactory at all places except
Tetuan, Laraiche, Casablanca, Mazagan, and one
prison at Mogador.

“] have, etc.,
“H. E. WaITE.”
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“ ENCLOSURE
“ Extract from Prison Reports
“ ALKAZAR

“The present state of the prison of Alkazar is
terrible. It has not been cleaned since the time of
Muley Abd-el-Aziz. The sanitary arrangements are
very poor, and the result is that the stench is horrible.
During the reign of Abd-el-Aziz the Makhzen allowed
eighty loaves of bread per day to the prisoners, but
since Mulai Hafid came to power this charity has
been suppressed.

“If any prisoner is taken ill he dies like a dog, as
there are no doctors in Alkazar, and no person is
allowed to visit or inspect the interior of the prison.

“The prisoners are fed by their relations. Those
that have no relations feed themselves by making
palmetto baskets and selling them in the ‘soco’
(market).

“ ARZILA

“The present state of the prisons of Arzila could
not be worse. They are crammed with prisoners

to an unbearable degree, and form a danger to the
public health.

¢ CASABLANCA

“The Casablanca prison remains still the Makhzen
prison, but it is under the immediate control of the
French Commissary of Police, which is a guarantee
that matters are well managed. He is assisted by a
French sergeant, who does duty as chief of guard of
the prison. The building has been entirely cleaned
up and whitewashed, the drainage put in order, and
there i well-water to wash with. Half a kilo. of
bread is distributed to each prisoner twice daily,
at midday and in the evening.

“No one is imprisoned without a signed order of
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committal, giving the circumstances of the case
and the sentence inflicted ; all of which details are
entered in the prison register kept by the Commissary.

¢The prisoners are made to work, such as sweeping
the streets, carrying stones, etc., but I understand
that Mokhalatin are not subjected to hard labour
when purging a sentence.

¢ There are about 130 prisoners in the Casablanca
Moorish prison, which is more or less the average
number. They are mostly in for having committed
small thefts, or for being indebted to Europeans or
to natives. The administration of the Casablanca
prison is now very satisfactory.

“ FEZ

“There are four prisons at Fez, namely :

1., Old Fez prison. This is for petty criminals and
debtors belonging to ¢Old Fez.” It is not crowded,
and (for a Moorish prison) the condition seems
tolerable. There -is good sanitary accommodation,
running water, fair shelter, and ventilation.

2. ‘Sidi Furj.” A house of detention for women
prisoners. Is situated in Old Fez. The same
remarks apply to it as to the men’s prison.

3. Dakkekan prison. This is the prison for
general offenders belonging to New Fez, and to tribes
around Fez. The sanitary arrangements are bad,
and the place is generally malodorous. There is a
certain amount of open space, but at night and in
rainy weather or strong sunshine the prisoners are
crowded into a large shed. This prison is always
very crowded. The floors are not tiled and are
merely of beaten earth, and the walls are not plastered.
The water-supply is insufficient. The prisoners
mostly look very yellow, and sicknesses—chiefly
fever—are more or less constantly prevalent. Many
of the prisoners have no bedding, and are scantily
clad in dirty rags.
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4, Zebbalo prison. This is entirely below the
ground level. No sunlight can enter 1t, and it is
dark and cold. The walls are rotten and damp.
Many of the prisoners are almost naked. The drain-
age is bad and the stench overpowering. This is
the prison for offenders of the worst type from all
parts of Morocco, particularly political offenders of
classes whom 1t is not intended ever to release ; in
other words, for what are known generally as
‘ Sultan’s prisoners,” as distinct from persons im-
prisoned at the instance of governors or other sub-
ordinate functionaries.

“This prison is very strictly guarded, and the
inmates are much less accessible to their friends,
and to the food, clothing, and bedding which their
friends can bring, than are the prisoners in the other
gaols here.

“In all the gaols—in a general way—the prisoners’
friends are allowed to bring them food, clothes,
bedding, and even luxuries, except in some cases, at
the Zebbala prison. In the latter cases some food
may be issued from the Sultan’s palace, which is close
by, and friendless prisoners are allowed one small loaf
and water by the Makhzen, and their share of bread
supplied as charity by the public, or out of the pro-
ceeds of the sale of mats, stools, and paniers made by
the prisoners.

¢ Malversation by the jailers, both as regards the
bread and the sale of work, is, however, so pre-
valent as to greatly diminish the benefit which ought
to ensue from these sources to the prisoners.

“The improvements as to limewashing, drainage,
water-supply, food, and clothing, instituted about
eight years ago, have been in desuctude for the last
three years or so, which was due, in the first instance,
to the Makhzen’s impecuniosity, and later to the
general change of personnel when Muley Hafid became
Sultan.

¢ Unfortunately, it is here most difficult to get such
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accurate, or even approximately accurate, details of
the prisons as are necessary for a proper report on
the subject, and which could only be procured by a
European, or some such person as an educated Al-
gerian, inspecting them. So far as I know Mr. W. B.
Harris, who, some eight years ago, was permitted
by the Sultan Muley Abd-el-Aziz to inspect and report
upon them, is the only European who has ever been
permitted to visit the Fez prisons.

¢ LARAICHE

“As at present there are few prisoners, the state
of the prison is much better than it was three or four
years ago. The walls are whitewashed inside and
outside more frequently than in previous years, and
the prisoners can have as much clean and good water
as they like. The bread supplied to the prisoners is
more wholesome than that given before, as it is of
good wheat.

¢ MAZAGAN

¢ There is ouly one prison in Mazagan, which is kept
in a fairly clean state and with a good supply of
water, but this is done by private persons and not
by any of the Government officials.

“No clothing, bread, water, or other provisions are
provided by the Governmeunt, but the prisoners
have to depend entirely for their food and clothing
on their families, friends, or charity.

“There are now thirty-seven men imprisoned here,
but there are no political prisoners, nor any who
have been in prison for longer than two years. Nine
of these are imprisoned for certain claims made on
them, one is imprisoned for robbery, and another
for highway robbery with violence. The remainder
are imprisoned for minor offences, the majority of
which have not been inquired into.

9



130 THE KHALIFATE OF THE WEST

‘“ MOGADOR

‘“ There are two prisons at this port—the so-called
‘ political * prison at the water-port, and the ‘ town ’
prison in the principal square. There are at present
in the ‘political’ prison twenty-eight prisoners,
three of whom are country governors, former sup-
porters of Muley Abd-el-Aziz, and twenty-five mem-
bers of the Uwara tribe from the Sus country, who
have been in prison for fourteen years and appear
to have been forgotten. One of the Uwara states that
he was imprisoned for stealing a small quantity of
Indian corn. The °political’ prison is reported
to be exceptionally clean and enjoys a good water-
supply, both for drinking purposes and for those
of cleanliness. The prisoners have two loaves of
bread each day, and their condition is reported to
be greatly improved during the last two years.

“On the other hand, the ‘town’ prison is said to
be in an extremely insanitary state, both dirty and
unsavoury. No food is provided for the prisoners,
who are kept alive by their families. Few persons
are, however, confined in this prison for more than
two days. The water-supply is afforded by a well
within the walls and is said to be abundant, but,
judging by the accounts which I have been given
of the unsatisfactory sanitation of the building, it
seems unlikely that the water can be very wholesome.
The prison is not, however, reported to be in a worse
condition than formerly.

¢ MOROCCO CITY

“Tt is impossible to give an accurate description
of the state of the prisons here, as no European is
allowed admittance ; but from all I can learn their
condition and the lot of the prisoners is even worse
than it was in 1907, when the last report was made.
To judge from native reports, any description, how-
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ever loathsome, will err on the side of depreciation
rather than exaggeration of the filthy and insani-
tary state of the prisons and the unhappy condition
of the unfortunates who are without friends to feed
them or to obtain their release.

“The chief prison is the Medinah one ; the other
one, being the Kasba, is reserved for political
prisoners, governors, and Government servants, and
the inhabitants of the Kasba. All these parties
are comparatively small when the Court is absent,
so that the following refers chiefly to the Medinah
prison :

“The two most deplorable conditions are evidently
overcrowding and filth. In a very small space there
are confined some 500 men. The choice places to
lie on are reserved to those who can pay the highest
price to the gaoler, and all privileges are for the
paying. Fetters are riveted on all who enter, and
are removed by bribery. Much discomfort and
often quarrels arise from there being only one lava-
tory. The meagre supply of bread of the poorest
quality is no longer supplied by the Government.
The prisoners who cannot supply themselves with
food, or who have no friends to bring it to them,
depend upon the charity of their more fortunate
neighbours. Stealing food by the starving is very
common. Deaths from starvation and the results
of the insanitary confinement are very frequent.

“The pile of unsavoury filth which is carried out
of the prison and put on the street at the door
every three or four months gives an outsider an idea
of what the interior is like.

“ There is no limit to the sentence; the duration
all depends upon outside influence, and very little
upon the nature of the offence.

“The personal influence upon the authorities of
friends or of gifts procures the premature release of
many a deserving criminal, whilst others who are
innocent or deserving very short sentences are left
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forgotten and forsaken to lead a miserable life and
die a wretched death.

“During the reign of Muley Abd-el-Aziz periodical
examinations were made, and those who were ill or
starving or had undergone a long sentence for slight
offences were released ; but this is no longer practised.

“The prison receives its supply of inmates from
many sources : the governor, his khalifa, the two
judges, the ‘ motahassib,” and the country governors
who reside in the city.

“Of the women’s prison, which is also the lunatic
asylum, there is little to be said. I visited it many
years ago, and I do not think there will be any im-
provement in it either. It was very filthy, with a
large tank of dirty water in the court, and there were
several women with large heavy chains around their
necks fastened to the wall, and long enough to allow
them to sit on the ground.

““ RABAT

“There are two Government prisons at Rabat, one
in the Moorish quarter and the other in the Kasbat-
el-Oodaya, the old castle overlooking the mouth of
the river.

¢ According to such information as I have been able
to gather both of these prisons are in a bad state of
neglect, and consist of a large courtyard with a
well in the centre.

¢« About six years ago an attempt was made to re-
form the state of the prisons, and two ‘ umana ’ (super-
intendents) and two ‘adul’ (legal scribes) were
appointed to supervise the prisons and keep a regis-
ter of the prisoners, their offences and sentences.
Two Moorish loaves of bread were distributed daily
to each prisoner, and water was to be had from the
well for the trouble of drawing it. The buildings
themselves also were whitewashed and cleaned at
certain intervals.
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“This state of things survived for about three or
four years, when the appointment of ‘ umana ’ and
“adul’ was discontinued, and the supervision of
prisoners entrusted to one man.

“At the present date no provision even of bread
is made for the prisoners, who have to exist on their
own means or the charity of friends or relations.
The sanitary state of the buildings themselves is
very far from satisfactory, whilst the duration of
sentences even when trial has taken place and judg-
ment been pronounced depends largely on the influ-
ence of the prisoner or his friends with kaid or kadi.

‘“ SAFFEE

¢‘The prison building consists of two courts, or yards,
open to the sky. Opening on to the larger of these
are five cells and three lavatories, whilst the smaller
yard gives access to two cells. The whole prison is
mexpressibly dirty. There is no light in the cells
or lavatories and no paving to the floors, which are
some 8 or 10 feet below the level of the adjoining
street. In rainy weather, consequently, the yards
are knee-deep in mud, and the condition of the
prisoners pitiable in the extreme. During the night
the prisoners are locked into the cells, which, at all
times overcrowded, are frequently so much so that
there is scarcely room for the prisoners even to lie
down. The lavatories are innocent of any attempt
at sanitation, and form a veritable pest. The num-
ber of prisoners varies, but it is very seldom less
than 100; 300 to 400 is the normal number. At
one time there were 600 prisoners occupying the
prison, but this is unusual. The authorities supply
one loaf of bread per day to each prisoner, but they
permit food to be brought from outside by friends
or relatives of the prisoners. Water is also supplied
by the authorities, but in insufficient quantities and
brackish.
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¢ Murder, robbery, false evidence, non-payment of
Government taxes are several of the many reasons
for imprisonment, but there is no doubt that a great
number of innocent people are imprisoned unjustly,
and there appears to be no system regulating the term
of confinement. Before leaving the prison on liber-
ation, each prisoner has to pay the warder a sum
varying from one dollar upwards, according to his
position in the world, in addition to anything from
half a dollar to ten dollars to the soldier who arrested
him originally.

¢ Death in the prison is no uncommon occurrence.
On the death of a prisoner, notaries are summoned
to record the death.

“TETUAN

“On the recent visit of Mr. Gurney and Mr. Elson
bere they obtained leave from the governor to go into
the prison, and went in accompanied by Mr. Miller.

“This is, as far as I know, the first time Europeans
have been allowed to go into the prison here.

“T am glad to say that they all reported very
favourably on the state of the prison, saying that it
only required a little whitewashing in places and
some mats.

¢ Mr. Gurney told the governor of these wants, and
he at once said, ‘ I sent mats to the prison to-day ;
I had not heard they were wanted before.’

“There were only three women in the women’s
prison when I last heard, and I understand that
generally there are very few female prisoners.

«T regret to say that I have no knowledge as to
what the women’s prison is like.

“ TANGIER

“Large prison. Contains at present 116 prisoners,
for whom the authorities supplied only forty small
loaves of bread and 40 gallons of water a day.
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“No matting or bedding of any kind is supplied,
and the floors and lower parts of the walls are dirty,
though the walls were whitewashed about two
months ago at the expense of charitable English
persons, who also send 40 gallons of water a day to
each prison. In consequence of representations
made by me to Sidi Guebbas, an additional ten
loaves of bread and 24 gallons of water are now
supplied daily to each prison, and four gallons of
petroleum are allowed per month for lighting them.
Five pieces of matting have also been sent to each
prison. This is insufficient, and I am making further
representations on the subject. The water is re-
quired for cleaning the prisons and for ablutions as
well as for drinking, and in the present hot weather
there should be a liberal supply of water.

“The prisoners are allowed to receive provisions,
etc., from their friends, and can earn money by
basket-making, ete., and purchase food for themselves.

“Only a few of the prisoners are in irons.

“The female prison seldom contains more than
half-a-dozen prisoners, who, being always from the
town or immediate neighbourhood, are supplied
with necessaries by their relations. There is at
present only one woman in this prison.”

The Foreign Office report reveals a terrible state
of affairs in the Moorish prisons which might surely
arouse the people of this country to insist that these
horrors should no longer continue. It is quite clear
that the prisons are in a much worse condition
than would appear by this report. The British
consular agents were unfortunately unable to ex-
amine the interior of the prisons for themselves.
They had to be satisfied with hearsay evidence,
which is not always reliable. The native officials
would naturally try to shield their own Government,
and report the state of the prisons and prisoners
much better than is really the case. It i1s so far
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satisfactory to observe that the Foreign Office is now
contemplating taking steps to bring pressure to bear
in the right quarter for doing something to improve
the state of affairs in Morocco. Let us hope that the
present visit of the British Minister to the Moorish
Court will accelerate these steps.

We never expected or suggested that his Majesty’s
Government should undertake alone the reform of
the internal affairs of Morocco, and one can
fully realise the difficulty that stands in the way of
a Government interfering in the affairs of another
country, but it must be borne in mind that Morocco
is not a civilised State, and we have interfered in the
past in its internal affairs, sometimes united with
other Powers and sometimes alone.

No treaty confers this privilege or right upon us
in any way, yet Sir E. Grey states that we cannot
interfere in reforming the internal affairs of Morocco
outside the scope of British treaty rights. This
would mean that we ought not to protest against
slavery, or the state of Moorish prisons, or any other
barbarity that may happen there, so that our efforts
in that direction would be in vain. I cannot believe
that this is the present policy of the British Foreign
Office, and, as an indication of this, Sir E. Grey states
that he is in communication with his Majesty’s minister
at Tangier, relative to the state of Moorish prisons
in Morocco. We hope that he will see his way to
approach the Powers with a view to the establishment
in Morocco of mixed tribunals, and the withdrawal
of consular protection as the only feasible remedy
for the present unsatisfactory state of Moorish prisons
and the poor wretches who inhabit them. Krance,
Spain, and other Powers cannot hold back if ap-
proached and asked to aid in this laudable purpose,
an act of justice to the down-trodden races of Morocco.
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CHAPTER XIV
THE PROTEGE SYSTEM : ITS ORIGIN AND ITS INJUSTICE

TrE Protégé System has proved one of the greatest
of the evils which have befallen Morocco. It was
established thirty years ago with the consent and
approbation of all the Christian Powers of Europe.
In order that this system may be clearly understood,
it will be necessary to relate how commercial trans-
actions were carried on in that country before
protection was established.

Very many years ago it would have been almost
impossible for foreigners to have carried on business
in Morocco without some sort of protection for
their merchandise and property. In order that they
should have this security, the governors of provinces
became responsible for the debts contracted by the
inhabitants of their respective districts, and the Sultan
became responsible for the governors. The claims
of traders could then be enforced by their respective
ministers who visited the Moorish Courts. Indeed,
debt-collecting became in many cases the chief object
of their visits. The Moorish governors were, as a rule,
grasping and dishonest, and in cases of debt due to
foreigners a much larger sum was demanded than
the actual amount, and all the inhabitants were
held responsible.

These frequent exactions became a great hardship
on the inhabitants, as the innocent had often to pay
for the guilty. This system was so much abused in
one province that a comparatively small sum due
to a Kuropean firm had grown with enormous interest
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until it reached in seven years the large sum of
£240,000, which the governor found he could not
squeeze out of the inhabitants. The Sultan eventu-
ally settled it by paying half, which was probably
much more than the real sum. He made a terrible
example of the governor and those who were under
him. He declared that he would no longer be a
guarantee for any of his subjects, as the system
had been abused all round.

Commerce could not be carried on without some
protection. Then a Conference of the European
Powers was called, which was held at Madrid in
1880, with the object of arriving at some definite
understanding regarding commercial relations with
Morocco. It was finally agreed at this Conference
that, in future, every European merchant resident
in Morocco was entitled to two semsars, or two agents,
who could carry on trade in the interior for their
employer without the risk of being seized and
imprisoned, and whatever goods they had would also
be safe from seizure. The native agents were also
to be exempt from paying taxation to the Sultan’s
Government.

This system, which is known as the Protégé System,
has been abused to a terrible extent. The natives
were not long before they saw the advantages of this
foreign protection. They all, especially those who
had property, were anxious to be exempt from paying
taxation to their Government. It was the rich who
now wished to become agents for foreign merchants,
and they were willing to pay large sums to those who
would give them this much-prized boon. There
were plenty of European merchants who were only
too willing to fall in with this simple idea for filling
their own pockets at the expense of the Sultan and
his Government.

B The Grand Shereef of Wazan, who may be con-
sidered on religious grounds to be the second person
in the Moorish Empire, sought protection for himself
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and his people from the exactions of the Moorish
tax-gatherer. He first applied to England, but was
refused. However, France granted him what he
sought, being actuated in doing this by political
motives. France wished to gain the good-will of the
Grand Shereef, who might prove useful in pacifying
some of the turbulent tribes of Algeria, and also help
the French to get a greater hold on Morocco. This
action on the part of France deprived the Moorish
Government at one blow of a large amount of its re-
venue. The effect of this new order of things was that,
when a tax-gatherer came round to one of these pro-
tected persons and made a demand for taxes, he was
met by the answer that the person was under foreign
protection, and he dared not touch anything belong-
ing to him. There were his cattle, and corn, and
other produce, but they could not be touched. His
neighbour, who was not so fortunate, was pounced
upon without mercy, and goods were plundered to
pay for himself and the protected one.

Merchants and Consuls and Vice-Consuls of foreign
countries found the selling of protection a splendid
means of enriching themselves at the expense of the
Moorish Government, and there were plenty of Moors
ready to purchase protection at high prices. The
selling of protection by consular agents became a
great scandal, and the British press made known to
the public the injustice of it. The Anti-Slavery
Society and the Aborigines’ Protection Society took
the matter up, and the strong representations they
made from time to time led to some inquiries into
the abuses which grew up under the Protégé System.
Every effort was made, as far as British subjects
were concerned, to modify the granting of protection,
so as to avoid as much as possible the evils arising
therefrom.

In the year 1886 I made a special journey to
Morocco to report on the condition of the Moorish
Empire. Sir John H. D. Hay, on that occasion,
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gave me the following letter to the consular agents
at the ports of Morocco :

“To THE BrrrisH CoNSULAR OFFICERS AT THE
WESTERN Ports or Morocco

¢“BRITISH LEGATION, TANGIER,
% GENTLEMEN, “June 12, 1886,

“ This circular will be presented to you by
Donald Mackenzie, who is about to visit the Moorish
ports with a view to study the commercial resources
of Morocco; and I have to request you to facilitate
the object he has in view by affording him full in-
formation relative to the trade at your respective
ports, with Great Britain and other countries. Mr.
Mackenzie is the bearer of a letter of recommenda-
tion from her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs.

“I am, gentlemen,
“Your most obedient servant,
“J. H. DruMmonD Hay.”

In the report which I addressed to the Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs I dealt with the Protégé
System, the prisons, and the administration of justice.
After its publication, Mr. G. T. Abrines, of Tangier,
translated it into Spanish, and it appeared in that
language in several publications. The late Sir
John H. D. Hay wrote to me from Rome as follows
regarding it :

“I have to thank you for your kind attention in
forwarding me a copy of your report ; I had already
read it, having received it through other channels.
It is a very able report, giving correct information
in a very concise form. I hope it will aid in drawing
attention in England to Morocco, which might be-
come an important mart for our countrymen.”

I wrote a private report at the same time to Sir
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John H. D. Hay, at his request, on the various ports
of Morocco, and as to the means which should be
taken to improve them. This report undoubtedly
did good service in drawing public attention to the
Protégé System and other abuses existing in Morocco.

In 1890 Mr. Henry Gurney and myself made a
special visit to Morocco, on behalf of the Aborigines’
Protection Society, for the purpose of making minute
inquiries into the Protégé System and the abuses
which were carried on under it. We interviewed
several high officials at Tangier, and gathered all
the information possible at every point we touched.
We journeyed by land from Tangier to Morocco
City, and from thence back to Mogador. One of the
most pleasant features of this journey was that we had
no firearms of any kind, and we were not in any way
molested. It was quite a peaceful journey ; every-
thing we required on the way was faithfully paid
for. Even the wild Hassan tribes were quite friendly
and kindly disposed.

We visited on that occasion all the prisons to which
we could be admitted, and made inquiries of the
inmates regarding the reasons why they were confined
in suchloathsome places. The answers,in almostevery
case, were that they were there for some supposed
debt, which they were said to owe to Christians,
while others had no idea as to why they were im-
prisoned. I put together the information we had
gathered in pamphlet form, which was published
and circulated. I sent a copy to the late Lord
Salisbury and received the following letter acknow-
ledging 1t :

“ To DoNALD MACKENZIE

““ FOorREIGN OFFICE,

G SIR, “Jan. 28, 1891.
“1 am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
23rd inst., and to express to you his Lordship’s
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thanks for the interesting pamphlet on Morocco
which accompanied it.
“I am, sir,
“Your most obedient, humble servant,
“(Signed) P. W. Currie.”

There can be little doubt that this pamphlet was
of considerable service at the time by placing before
the public, in a concise form, the abuses connected
with protection in Morocco. A copy of it was selected
at the time by the Intelligence Department of the
Foreign Office.

Protection and foreign politics gave rise to strange
ideas in the Moorish mind. This was borne out by
a story which was told to Mr. Gurney and myself
while in Morocco City. A rich man had been pounced
upon by the Moorish authorities for the payment
of a considerable sum by way of contribution to the
Government. He got alarmed, but somehow he
became possessed of a paper on which were pictures
of medals received by a cocoa firm. He displayed
this document in triumph to the authorities, declaring
1t was a protection paper. Although it was really
valueless, 1t saved him from the claws of the tax-
gatherer for the time, at any rate.

Another strange incident came under Mr. Gurney’s
notice at the village of Harrashoa. The kaid of
an adjoining village came to talk to him. He told
him that he had purchased protection from the
English, but on the death of Queen Victoria he
feared that the protection of England was no longer
of any use. So he went and bought protection from
the Consul of another European Power. He had to pay
him $70, besides sheep and cattle. Mr. Gurney
remarked that the Moorish Government, he hoped,
would be improved in such a way that protection
would no longer be required. The kaid replied that
he preferred foreign protection to that of his own
Government. Another Moor present remarked that
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his uncle, who was not protected, was seized by the
kaid of Alkazar, who put him in prison until he had
paid $700. This was probably done on a false claim.
These incidents give a fair idea of the fear of the
grasping tax-gatherer to touch any of the protégés,
and, on the other hand, the safety which the natives
feel under foreign protection. If the Government
of Morocco was only worthy of the name there would
be no necessity for this systemof protecting the natives
from its own exactions. As matters are, its revenues
can only remain in an impoverished condition.
Protection may be said to be the most trouble-
some question in Moorish affairs, and has led to
scandalous abuses, which makes the name of Euro-
peans hateful to the bulk of the Moors, and which, if
permitted to continue in their present form, must
make good government in Morocco impossible. It
ought to be carefully studied with a view to its aboli-
tion. A protected Moor is raised to the level of a
European. He is exempt from taxation and military
service, and is only subject to consular jurisdiction.
It will thus be seen that, should the protected Moor
be rich, it must prove very prejudicial to the Sultan’s
revenue and authority. The right of giving protec-
tion gave rise to many abuses, more especially what
is called irregular protection—that is to say, that
ministers and other foreign representatives could
confer this privilege on as many rich men as they
could get to pay them handsomely. This kind of
protection can be withdrawn at the will of the granter,
therefore the protected always remains in his grasp,
and, being in continual dread of the governor, who
1s ready to pounce upon him whenever protection
is withdrawn, he is obliged to satisfy his patron in
all his demands. But this does not always secure
his position, for the governor and the protector may
one day agree to divide the plunder, which ends
in the protection being withdrawn, and the poor
man is cast into a loathsome dungeon to swell the
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number of similar victims whose cries for justice
are never heard by the outside world. Protection
is often used as an engine of extortion, and even mur-
der itself, and not a tithe of the iniquities perpe-
trated under the name and authority of foreign
Powers are ever brought to light.

There are two classes of protection in Morocco—
one against oppression and the other in order to
oppress. The respectable trader who sees that a
foreign merchant i1s exempt from taxation, which he
himself has to pay on goods sold or bought or sent into
the interior markets, finds himself at a disadvantage,
and cannot compete with the foreign trader. He
also wishes to be protected against the insults he
has to submit to at the hands of low classes of
foreigners and servants of many of the consular
officers ; he therefore obtains protection, which places
him on a level with the foreign merchant.

The Jews, whose status is not of a high order, seek
protection at any price, and spare no means to obtain
1t, and it is said to be abused by them to a greater
extent than by any other class. On the other hand,
there are many who seek protection in order to
oppress those who have it not, or to evade the law
if they have any great case at issue and fear the
consequences of their acts. These are the best
payers, and always go in for nominal employment
at consular offices in order to make themselves secure
against the withdrawal of protection. Once they
obtain this, they can snap their fingers at Moorish
law.

The Sultan complained, and with justice, that
it was impossible for him to carry on the government
of his country under such circumstances, whereby
large numbers of the richest of his subjects set his
law at defiance, and became exempt from the payment
of taxation. It will be clearly seen that protection,
under the present system, is unjust to the Sultan,
whose power and authority it is gradually under-
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mining. It is also unjust to the natives, for those
who remain under the power of the Sultan have
to pay for the protected, and thus become the
victims of the extortion and rascality of both. It
is unjust to the legitimate trader, who has now to
contend with an unscrupulous set of individuals, whose
manufactured claims against innocent people are
more often attended to and paid sooner than are really
genuine ones.

Many of the dungeons of Morocco are filled with
the victims of protection, and they have no one to
urge their cause, with the exception of Mr. Gurney
and a very few others who have been impressed by
their miseries. The pleadings of these gentlemen
cannot really make any permanent improvement
in the condition of the prisons, or prisoners, unless
those in authority are prevailed upon to take the
matter up, and remove this terrible blot on our
vaunted civilisation.

I venture to remark, in this place, that England
has on several occasions tried to improve the state
of affairs in Morocco, but its well-meant efforts were
always thwarted by France ; indeed, the late Sir John
H. D. Hay and his successor found France to be the
great stumbling-block in the path of every kind of
reform in the administration of Morocco. This policy,
whatever its object may have been, is quite unworthy
of France, or of any civilised Power, and I cannot
help thmklng that if responsible French statesmen
were to study the question they would no longer
pursue a course of action so opposed to the best
traditions of their great country.

I do not mean to propose that protection can now
be abolished, unless some institution is set up in its
place, which ‘will ensure equal security both to person
and property of the foreigners and natives. I have
always advocated a system of mixed tribunals as the
only feasible remedy for the evils arising out of
protection. I am of opinion that the whole adminis-

10
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tration of justice in Morocco should be placed in
the hands of Mixed European Courts, which would be
a guarantee that no one, either native or foreigner,
should be placed in prison without knowing the
nature of his offences, and that claims against them
should be inquired into without fear or favour. The
institution I have proposed would help to reform
and sustain the Moorish Government, and bring it
more into conformity with European modes of justice.
Its establishment would gain the gratitude of the
Moors themselves. All those who have the interest
of the Moors at heart are of opinion that Mixed
Courts afford the only remedy for the present state of
affairs.

I cannot help thinking that it is the duty of the
European Powers to take the matter in hand. We
have prided ourselves, in the past, that we have
stood up for the weaker nations and taken the part
of oppressed natives against the iniquities of corrupt
Governments, and I am thankful to say that that
splendid policy has been crowned with success in
many cases. Here, then, is an old empire, almost at
our doors, whose Government has been permitted
before our eyes to administer a rich country possessing
every material advantage in the most barbarous
manner, without an effectual protest being made
against the malpractices of the administration. We
have not only allowed this to continue for very many
years, but we have taken part in laying still heavier
burdens on the inhabitants, and we are undoubtedly
the cause of many of the evils from which the natives
suffer.

When I say “we,” I mean by that term all the
Christian nations who have an interest in Morocco.
Some may plead that the Algeciras Act has placed
the burden of reform on France and Spain. I may
say at once that the Act has hardly touched the
fringe of reform in Morocco. It would seem that
the aim of France is annexation, and thus to
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sweep away the Khalifate of the West and its ini-
quities, and alter at one stroke the whole condition
of life in that country. This may be accomplished
by a gradual process, or otherwise, should England
remain indifferent at seeing that important market
closed against our merchants, and Gibraltar rendered
useless as a stronghold.

I have never written a word against France. I have
always admired that great country, and gave ex-
pressions to a friendly spirit towards her at a time
when it was not the fashion in this country to enter-
tain that feeling. But then their fiscal policy is not
ours, and sometimes a friendship may be purchased
at too dear a price. I trust that may not be the
case now. I think, with regard to the abuses
carried on under protection, that all the Powers
should be appealed to, and let them work in concert,
if possible, in the name of humanity. I do not think
that France can afford to hold back from taking
part in such a measure, which would be to her own
honour and glory, as well as to her real interest.



CHAPTER XV

MISSIONARY AND PHILANTHROPIC AGENCIES IN
MOROCCO

It is only within thirty years that any missionary
enterprise was commenced in Morocco, with the
exception of the work carried on by the Franciscan
Friars, the most liberal Order belonging to the Roman
Catholic Church. The Franciscan Mission was founded
in Morocco in the beginning of the thirteenth century.
The founders were Friar Berardo de Garvia, the chief
of the mission, Friars Pedro de San Geminiano, Oton,
Adquto, and Acursio, all Ttalians. On their way
to Morocco they passed through Spain, and preached
the faith of Jesus Christ to the Mohammedans at
Seville, where they remained a few days. They then
proceeded on their journey to Morocco, and after-
wards made their way to Morocco City. There they
preached about the law of Jesus Christ before the
Sultan. He was, however, so wroth at hearing what
they said against his own faith that he ordered
the heads of these five brave missionaries to be cut
off, which took place on January 16, 1220. The
bodies of these good men were recovered and taken
to Portugal, and buried in the Church of Santa Cruz
de Coimbra. They were afterwards canonised by
Pope Sixtus the IV. in 1481.

The Franciscans were neither discouraged nor dis-
mayed by the tragic end of their brethren, for mis-
sionaries of the same Order went to Morocco the
following year to carry on the work. Some of these
suffered death, and others were cruelly treated by
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the Sultans of Morocco. They had to go through
many hardships and vicissitudes until they were
firmly established in the land of the Moors.

I was acquainted with the late leader or chief of
the Franciscan Order in Morocco, Father José de
Lerchundi. He wrote several books on the Arabic
language of the West. He seemed to be an earnest
man, with broad views. He asked me once to appeal
to the Protestant missionaries in Morocco with the
hope that they might forget their creeds, especially
before the Moors, and work together harmoniously
for the good of the natives, who could not be expected
to understand our differences in religious beliefs. I
told him it was a difficult subject, and feared that
my appeal would be fruitless. I did afterwards speak
to a few missionaries about it. It was not received
very favourably, so the matter dropped.

My first acquaintance with Morocco commenced
in 1880, when I made my first voyage along its
coasts. At that time there were no Protestant mis-
sionaries in the country, nor any religious agencies,
with the exception of the Franciscan Friars, who
practically confined themselves to the Catholic
populations of Spanish, French, and Portuguese
subjects. I was so much struck with the whole situa-
tion that I addressed the following letter to the paper
Africa, conducted by the late Major Malan :

“To THE EDITOR OF ‘ AFRICA’

“MyY DEAR SIR, ¢ Dec. 21, 1881.

“On my way homeward last year we called
at several ports on the Morocco coast. There are
no Christian missionaries in this country, neither
schools, with the exception of one Christian school
in Mogador. The country presents a great field for
mission work, and my object in writing this letter
to your valuable paper is to try and interest some
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Christians in behalf of Morocco, a country which I
believe has a great future before it. When the
American missionaries commenced their labours in
Turkey fifty years ago Syria was then almost in
the same state as Morocco is at this day. Now
we find that there are nearly 25,000 registered
Protestants in Syria, besides many others who have
been educated by these teachers. These facts afford
great encouragement to Christians. I believe the
time is at hand when Christian missionaries will
direct more attention to northern Africa than they
have hitherto done. It was with thankfulness that
I learned that Mr. Pearse has engaged in the good
work of preaching the Gospel in Algeria; one of
the interpreters who was with me at Cape Juby
has joined him in his labours.

“T believe schools to be the best means of Chris-
tianising the inhabitants of Morocco, and are not
likely to meet with so much opposition as purely
mission work. If Christians would kindly come for-
ward in this good work I think that there would be
very little difficulty in obtaining efficient teachers.

“Yours truly,
“DoNaLD MACKENZIE.”

This letter brought forth fruit in due season.
Mr. George Pearse, the pioneer of Christian work
in Morocco, acknowledged its importance, which
I received with much thankfulness.

There were no Protestant missionaries working in
Morocco at the time at which this letter was written,
but missionary effort was being put forth on behalf
of the Jews. The London Jewish Society had es-
tablished an agent at Mogador in the person of Dr.
Ginsburg, in conjunction with Mr. Zerbib. They en-
countered much opposition from the Jewish popula-
tion. The good work was not, however, abandoned ;
it has been continued by Mr. and Mrs. Zerbib. They
are both capable missionaries and they have now
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outlived their considerable difficulties and have
carried on very good work, which is not altogether
confined to the Jewish population. Mr. Zerbib has
taken a keen interest in the slave question and prison
reform. In 1882 Mr. Macintosh was appointed
Agent for Morocco by the British and Foreign Bible
Society. This excellent gentleman and his wife
carried on a successful work amongst the Moors for
many years. He died in 1900.

In 1883 the North African Mission was founded.
I had several interviews with its founders, Mr. George
Pearse and Pastor Lowitz, who were very earnest
men in mission work. Mr. E. H. Glenny, who had
joined Mr. Pearse, brought his wonderful zeal and
energy to bear on the work in Morocco. My first Syrian
interpreter at Cape Juby, Mr. F.S. Zetoun, joined Mr.
Pearse in his Algerian mission. I had been consulted
by Mr. Anderson on his mission in southern Morocco.
It is wonderful what change has been brought about
in that country within the last twenty-eight years.
To enlighten the public as to the progress of the
work, I cannot do better than give an account of its
progress in Mr. Glenny’s own words, with which he
kindly favoured me.

“To DoNALD MACKENZIE

“ During the last few years I have not been able
to visit Morocco very often on account of a break-
down in my health in 1901 and again in 1905, so that
I am not quite so closely in touch with the details
of affairs in Morocco as a few years ago, though of
course I follow the work with great interest.

“ With regard to your inquiries as to missions, I
am forwarding you a copy of The Gospel in North
Africa, which will give you some particulars of how
matters stood ten years ago. On page 245 you will
find statistics as to the various missions then in
operation. Since that date there have been certain
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modifications, without much increase. 1 will en-
close you amended statistics so far as I have them,
but I have not had them checked by reference to
the field. I think they are as accurate as the
changing circumstances of the work make possible.

“ The last few years have been a period of unrest
and disturbance in Morocco. This has been specially
the case during the reign of the late Sultan, who was
not long since deposed in favour of his brother. He
was an amiable young man, and at first, having
strong advisers, the Government was falrly firm,
but later on the country got out of hand, and he
seemed unable to grapple with the difficulties. It
was also believed to be the policy of a section of
the French authorities to stir up unrest and make
the condition of the country impossible of proper
control, in order to justify them in interfering.

“The condition of the country was such that
this would be easily possible. Whether this is
really what happened or no, there is no doubt that
having a disturbed and uncontrolled population on
the west of Algeria afforded in itself a condition of
things in which it was very difficult for the French
authorities not to be compelled to interfere. The
result of this disturbed condition of things was that
missionary work became increasingly difficult. It
was almost impossible to travel outside the beaten
tracks, and not always possible there, and mission
work had to be confined to the coast towns and a
few large inland towns.

“The murder of Mr. David Cooper by a fanatical
Moslem in Fez was very promptly punished by the
young Sultan, who not only caused the murderer to
be taken from sanctuary and put to death, but,
unsolicited, handed over £1,000 to Mr. Cooper’s
widow. Probably no Mohammedan ruler in the
whole history of Mohammedanism has ever acted
in such a manner. His action, however, made him
less popular with the fanatical section of the people.
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¢ A further step in the disturbed condition of affairs
was brought about by the British arrangements with
France, by which England was given a free hand
in Egypt on condition that France should have a
free hand in Morocco. British subjects were much
annoyed by this imperial deal, but it is very difficult
to see how it could have been avoided. Of course
British subjects would like all disputed claims to be
settled in favour of the United Kingdom, but, as
there are other great nations in the world, this is
hardly a practicable line to insist upon. As British
interests are considered of greater importance in
Egypt than Morocco, the interests in Morocco were
to a certain extent sacrificed, though in some measure
safeguarded, to those of Egypt. The Government
and people of Morocco had always been more favour-
ably disposed towards England than any other
country, and they also felt themselves aggrieved and
deserted in the hour of need.

“ French interests were now more developed, though
to a certain extent checked by the action of Germany.
When the Emperor of Germany landed in Tangier
he was welcomed by the British and the natives in
the hope that he might be the deliverer from the
French. His welcome would, I suppose, have been
more enthusiastic had it not been for fear of the
Anarchists, of whom there were a good number in
Tangier, so it was thought wise to circumscribe his
movements. Then, of course, followed the Alge-
ciras Convention and the Casablanca and other
troubles.

“Probably the thought in the minds of a good many
French authorities is that gradually Morocco will
come more and more under their control in spite of
all previous treaties and arrangements. It is very
difficult that it should be otherwise. The people
of Morocco are too much at variance among them-
selves to present a strong front to any opposition ;
bribery, corruption, immorality,and ignorance abound,
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and all these things constantly give excuse to France,
with its much greater strength—for, with all its
faults, it is much higher morally—to continually ad-
vance its hold upon the country and its government.

“In the midst of all these changes missionary work
has made little advance for some time, though there
has been encouragement within the limited sphere
of its operations.

“ With regard to education very little has as yet
been done for the Moorish population, though the
Jews have schools for their own nationality. The
main difficulty in the way of educational work is,
first of all, the fanaticism of the people, who, though
much less bigoted than the Mohammedans farther
east, are sufficiently so to make them object to their
children going to a school where they would be
under Christian influence and instruction. But
probably g greater difficulty arises from the fact that
the people generally have no appreciation of educa-
tion. In spite of this something has been attempted,
but the results at present have been very small. It
has been estimated that not more than 5 per cent.
of the population can read, and amongst the women
not one in 10,000. Even among the men who can
read many are unable to understand the classical
Arabic in which the Koran, or even the Serip-
tures, are ordinarily translated. This has led
some of the missionaries to undertake the new
translation of the Bible into the colloquial Arabie,
and certain Gospels are now in circulation, and
other portions are in preparation. This effort has
been pre-eminently helpful, as many now are reading
the Scriptures with understanding who previously
understood so little of what they read that they did
not care to proceed with the task. Certain portions
of the Gospels have also been translated into the
Berber language.

‘ Medical mission work has been found extremely
useful, and has done more than anything else to
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dispel the ignorant fanaticism that prevailed. In
addition to two hospitals in Tangier, one for men
and one for women, there are dispensaries in Tetuan,
Laraiche, Casablanca, Fez, and Morocco City, etc.,
and probably some thirty or forty thousand persons
are treated annually.

“ The number of converts from Mohammedanism
to Christianity is comparatively small, but there
seems to be a few thoroughly satisfactory cases.

“In regard to the mixed tribunals, I do not feel
competent to speak with any great amount of
authority. Missionaries do not come so much in
contact with the system of protected subjects as
merchants do ; but, so far as I have heard, the pro-
tecting system is open to very grave abuse, and I
should think that some system of mixed tribunals
would be beneficial.

¢ Trusting that this information may be of some
little use to you,

“I remain,
“Yours faithfully,
“ Epwarp H. GLENNY.”

MOROCCO
SummAry oF VArious Missions, 1910
Society. Tearcom-) Men. | Wives. | yin6l® | Total. [Stations.

London Jews’ Society .| 1875 1 1 - 2 1
Bible Society . 8 .| 1882 1 1 —_ 2 —-
North Africa Mission .| 1883 3 3 16 22 5
Central Morocco Mission | 1886 1 1 — 2 1
South Moroceo Mission .| 1888 6 5 6 17 4
Mildmay Jews’ Mission .| 1889 1 1 1? 3? 1
Gospel Union Mission .| 1894 4 2 3 9 4
Independent . 3 o= 3 2 -— 5 1

20 16 26 62 17

In 1889 Miss Charlotte Hanbury, of Richmond,
directed her attention to Morocco. Her plan of
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working was somewhat different from that of her
predecessors in the mission field. Her mother had
visited, with the late Mrs. Elizabeth Fry, the prisons
in England in their worst days, and no doubt
the relation of those terrible scenes of degradation
and misery had so impressed the mind of Miss
Hanbury that she directed her large-hearted Christian
sympathy to the helpless Moorish prisoners, and also
to those poor wanderers who came to Tangier from
the far interior. She visited the prisons in various
parts. She gave their inmates water, clothed and
fed them as far as she was able, and gave them
words of comfort and sunshine. She established a
Moorish Room in Tangier, where the wanderers
could find shelter and hear the Word of God.
The Moors looked forward with interest to her
annual visits amongst them. They soon recognised
that she was devoted to their good, and she
travelled amongst them in perfect safety.

I felt somewhat alarmed about her safety once.
It was at the time when war was in progress
between the Sultan and the Angera people and the
British Consulate had issued a notice warning British
subjects from venturing to Tetuan. Miss Hanbury
took no account of the notice, but proceeded on
her journey with her handful of followers, and her
Syrian missionary. After she had gone I was much
concerned and felt that I could not leave Tangier
without knowing she was safe. I took with me my
Moorish servant, and we started early in the morning
mounted on two good horses. We had about fifty
miles to ride through a rough country. We reached
Tetuan the same evening without any mishaps, and
found Miss Hanbury quite bright and happy, busy in
the work of mercy amongst the Moors.

This only indicates how she was marvellously pro-
tected in her work and seemed to be quite indifferent
to the dangers around her. She was the means of
doing much good among the Moors, and especially
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among the prisoners, whose terrible condition had
appealed to her so strongly. She did her work
quietly, and without any fuss, which was a charming
feature of her labours. On December 7, 1894, she
made a powerful appeal to the British Government
to take strong measures to improve the state of
affairs in Morocco. Before her death, which took
place on October 22, 1900, she did not forget
Morocco. She very wisely entrusted to Mr. Henry
Gurney the continuation of her work in that country.
Nothing could be more in keeping with the tradi-
tions of the Gurney family than that this gentleman,
who is also a relation of Elizabeth Fry, should be
associated with prison work. Miss Hanbury also
left a sum of money for each prison to help the
poor prisoners, and sent them a farewell message
in beautiful, touching words. All her wishes were
carried out by Mr. Gurney, who delivered her
money and message. The natives felt very keenly
the loss they had sustained in her death.

I am very glad to record that Mr. Gurney has
carried on the Moorish Room with success. As
many as eighty or ninety natives come to it at one
time. Some have been helped to get work, while
many have to be turned away on account of there
not being sufficient room for their accommodation.
Night after night throughout the year the Gospel
has been read and preached to from twenty to eighty
men who have listened with marked attention. The
missionary in charge, Mr. Elson, gives in his last report
a satisfactory account of the work, and, taking the
daily attendance even at the low average of forty,
it will be seen that twelve or fourteen thousand
Moors have heard the Gospel—many for the first
time—through the agency of the Moorish Room
alone. This is very encouraging to remewed effort
m the good work.

It is quite interesting to hear the people who
come to the Moorish Room. Some make their way
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to it from the Sahara, and other remote districts. In
this way those who conduct it come into personal
contact with a variety of natives from many parts
who will carry with them to their friends in many
parts of the empire the Christian teaching they
receive. The Moorish Room stands as the best
and most fitting memorial in Morocco to the unselfish
work of the late Miss Charlotte Hanbury. Another
Moorish Room has been started at Tetuan by Mr.
Miller within the last two years. Mr. Gurney visited
it this year, and that gentleman thought so well of
the work that at Mr. Miller’s request he advised his
own Committee to undertake all the financial re-
sponsibility of carrying it on.

A Home for freed women slaves has been estab-
lished in Tangier on similar lines to the one which
had done so much good in Egypt. This excellent
institution has been carried on in Tangier with much
success. The Home at present is only on a small
scale. It is to be hoped that, in time, the Moorish
Government will be able to extend a helping hand
to this work, similar to whatis done in Turkey. The
Government of that country carries on at its own cost
homes for freed slaves in Constantinople, Tripoli, and
other places. In Morocco the work is under the
management of Miss Drummond Hay, the Shereefa
of Wazan, and Miss Winslow, and these various
agencies must eventually improve the condition of
the people of Morocco, and lead them to think that
Christianity, after all, is in every respect superior to
their own faith, and induce them in the course of
time to turn back once more to be followers of Jesus
of Nazareth, as were their forefathers.

It requires patience and perseverance, and, more
than all, the right kind of men and women to carry
on the work, for disappointments and opposition
must be expected even from those who ought to
be friends. Missionaries should, in my, opinion,
lead simple lives in every way, so that the natives
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may be impressed and follow their example. The
Moors, I know, are more touched by example than
teaching or preaching ; there are no people who study
character more carefully, and they value teaching
by the character of the man or woman who imparts
it. Therefore, I think that missionaries, to be suc-
cessful, should study thoroughly the character of St.
Paul, the great missionary of Christianity, who lived
the simple life. He discarded the luxuries of this
world to show to those he taught that his sole
object was not to gain wealth, ease, or comfort, but
to save the souls of those whom he was able to reach.
That was his greatest riches and his greatest joy.
If missionaries go forth in this spirit their labours
will be abundantly blessed, and they will see the
reward of their efforts. No one can set himself
a more excellent work than to try to improve the
condition of such interesting people as the Moors,
who are, in my judgment, capable of great things
if brought under Christian influence; and this is
not an impossible task. The Berber element which
predominates in Morocco forms the most intelligent
portion of the population, and would be able, under
the influence of Christianity, to emerge from their
present darkness and take part in the great work
of helping to bring the land under the blessings

which have raised and ennobled the peoples of
other countries.



CHAPTER XVI
SCHOOLS AND THEIR INFLUENCE

ScHooLs; which have proved such an enormous bene-
fit to the East, do not seem to have been taken
up with the same spirit in Morocco as in Syria. The
Anglo-Jewish Association has only one school, situ-
ated in Mogador. The Alliance Israélite Universelle
of Paris has schools in Tangier, with 339 pupils in
Tetuan, with 340 pupils, and a boys’ and girls’ school
in Mogador. The thirty-eighth annual report, which
was kindly sent me, speaks highly of the results
of those schools, and expresses the hope that similar
schools in other towns of Morocco may be opened.
English is taught in some of these schools, and I
have no doubt that they will continue to be very
successful. They are all most generously supported
by public subscriptions, but their efforts are directed
almost solely to the needs of their co-religionists.
The subject of schools has not received the atten-
tion in this country that it should have had from
those who wish to improve the condition of the
Moors. The Mohammedans are a fanatical people
who look upon the Christian creed with aversion,
owing mainly to the fact that they are so ignorant
that they are unable to understand it; and this is
not to be wondered at, when we consider that very
few of the male population have any education at
all, and those who are educated are only very im-
perfectly so. The women have no education what-
ever. One cannot reasonably expect that a very
deep impression can be made on their minds by
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those who teach the Christian faith. There are native
schools, and even colleges, in Morocco, but the
teaching is almost entirely of a religious character.
The pupils come out of these schools perhaps more
fanatical and bigoted than they have been before.

The result of the schools in Syria is a very im-
pressive lesson on what can be done by unsectarian
education. They gained the confidence of all classes.
Mohammedans and other sects went to them and
found that their creeds were respected, while good
general education was given of a much superior
class to that imparted in any native school. I have
known of many of the pupils, after they had been
educated, leaving their old faith and embracing Chris-
tianity. Some might say that one would have to
wait a long time to see the result. I grant it, but
then the result would be sure and lasting, and might
eventually permeate the whole multitude and bring
them under the influence of Christianity.

The inhabitants of Morocco are really fond of
education. When they travel in the East in the course
of business, they generally take books with them. I
have found, even in the Sahara, small libraries carried
about by those who had received a fairly superior
education, as understood by the Arabs. They had
even books on scientific subjects. One would really
be surprised at the interest they manifest in educa-
tional topics. Amongst their books were Arabic
manuscripts of considerable value; these they
treasured, and carried them about carefully wherever
they went.

The Mohammedan religion is entirely different from
that professed by the great races who inhabit the
vast regions of Central Africa. Theirs is a confused
mass of dark superstition which does not elevate
them much above the brute creation; but that
professed by the Moslems is of an entirely different
order. It is not mixed in any way with the super-
stition which surrounds other creeds. They have no

11
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images or pictures of any kind representing the deity
or saints. They worship an unseen God, without
Trinity. In all their prayers they acknowledge One
God, and that Mohammed is the prophet of God.
They believe in all the prophets of the Old
Testament, also in Jesus as the Spirit of God.
They believe that it is God alone who can forgive
sins, while they firmly hold that Mohammed, as
the friend of God, intercedes on behalf of the
sinner, and that also Jesus will plead their cause.
But all these professions are practically dead as
forces for elevating and ennobling the mind without
the Christian faith; but, on the other hand, the
faith as professed by them comes nearer to
Christianity than any other.

It is on this account that I think proper schools
would accomplish a wonderful work in Morocco.
It would enable the Moors to grasp the teaching of
Christ, so superior in every respect to anything they
now possess that they would embrace it in pre-
ference to the faith they now hold. If these schools
are to prosper, they must be free from any sectarian
principles which beset nearly every effort that has
been made in foreign parts. I am also in favour of
industrial missions, where useful trades could be
taught to the natives. This would prove of im-
mense advantage to the people of that country. I
believe schools established on these principles would
eventually receive the support of the Moorish
(Government, and might bring about a change in
Moorish affairs similar to that which has been effected
in Turkey by the Syrian movement. I hope that
some who may read these pages may take the matter
to heart, and establish in Morocco the educational
and industrial institutions which have been an
untold blessing to our own and other lands.
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