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Political Map of Africa in 2005 CE
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Physical Map of Africa in 2005 CE
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HOW TO USE THIS
ENCYCLOPEDIA

This encyclopedia is organized chronologically, dividing
the African past into five major eras. This division serves
to make it easier to study the vastness and complexity of
African history and culture. It also allows students and
general readers to go directly to the volume or volumes
they wish to consult.

Volume 1, Ancient Africa, deals with Africa up to
approximately 500 CE (roughly, in terms of classical
European history, to the Fall of the Roman Empire and
the dissolution of the Ancient World on the eve of the
emergence of Islam). The volume also includes articles
on the continent’s key geographical features and major
language families. In addition you will find articles that
deal with certain basic aspects of African life that, in
essential ways, remain relatively constant throughout
time. For example, rites of passage, funeral customs, the
payment of bride-wealth, and rituals related to spirit
possession are features common to many African soci-
eties. Although these features can evolve in different cul-
tures in radically different ways, their basic purpose
remains constant. Accordingly, rather than try to cover
the evolution of these cultural features in each volume,
we offer a more general explanation in Volume I, with
the understanding that the details of these cultural
touchstones can vary widely from people to people and
change over time.

On the other hand there are entries related to key
cultural and social dimensions whose changes are easier
to observe over time. Such entries appear in each of the
volumes and include architecture, art, clothing and dress,
economics, family, music, religion, warfare, and the role
of women.

Volume 1II, African Kingdoms, focuses on what may be
loosely termed “medieval Africa,” from the sixth century
to the beginning of the 16th century. This is the period
that witnessed the rise and spread of Islam and, to a less-
er degree, Arab expansion throughout much of the north-
ern and eastern regions of the continent. It also saw the
flowering of some of Africa’s greatest indigenous king-
doms and empires. Other Africans, such as the Maasai
and Kikuyu living in and around present-day Kenya, did
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not live in powerful states during this time yet developed
their own dynamic cultures.

Volume III, From Conquest to Colonization, continues
Africa’s story from roughly 1500 to 1850. During this era
Africa became increasingly involved with the Atlantic
world due to European maritime exploration and subse-
quent interaction through trade and cultural exchanges.
This period also included the rise of the transatlantic
slave trade, which in turn created the African Diaspora,
and the beginnings of European colonization. As a result,
it marks a period when the dynamics shaping African
culture and society began to shift.

Volume 1V, The Colonial Era, covers Africa during the
years 1850-1960. This historical period begins with
Europe’s conquest of the continent, leading to the era of
colonial rule. Political control enabled Europe to extend
its economic control as well, turning Africa into a vast
supply depot of raw materials. Volume IV also covers the
rise of nationalist movements and the great struggle
Africans undertook to regain their independence.

Volume V, Independent Africa, deals with the conti-
nent since 1960, when Africans began regaining their
independence and started to once again live in sovereign
states. (This process, of course, took longer in the south-
ern portion of the continent than in other parts.) In
common with the rest of the worlds people, however,
Africans have faced a host of new and challenging prob-
lems, some of which are specific to Africa, while others
are of a more global nature.

In addition to the aforementioned cultural entries
that appear in all five volumes, there are entries for each
of the present-day countries of the continent as identified
on the Political Map found at the front of each volume.
Readers can thus learn about the key developments in a
given country within a given time period or across the
entire span of African history. There are also articles on
individual ethnic groups of Africa in each of the volumes.
Since there are more than a thousand identifiable groups,
it has been necessary to limit coverage to the major or
key groups within a given period. Thus, a group that
might be historically important in one period may not be



sufficiently important, or may not even have existed, in a
period covered by one or more other volumes. Likewise,
there are entries on the major cities of the continent for
given time periods, including, in Volume V, all the pre-
sent national capitals. Another key set of entries common
to all volumes concerns historically important persons. In
general, historians are more readily able to identify these
individuals for recent periods than for earlier times. As a
result the latter volumes contain more individual bio-
graphical entries. An exception here is the case of
Ancient Egypt, where historical records have enabled us
to learn about the roles of prominent individuals.

In preparing these volumes, every attempt has been
made to make this encyclopedia as accessible and easy to
use as possible. At the front of each volume, readers will
find an introduction and a timeline specific to the histori-
cal era covered in the volume. There are also three full-
page maps, two of which appear in all five volumes (the
current political map and a physical map), and one that is
specific to the volume’s time period. In addition the front
of each volume contains a volume-specific list of the pho-
tographs, illustrations, and maps found therein. The List
of Entries at the front of each volume is the same in all
volumes and enables the reader to quickly get an
overview of the entries within the individual volumes, as
well as for the five-volume set. Entries are arranged
alphabetically, letter-by-letter within each volume.

Entry headwords use the most commonly found
spelling or representation of that spelling, with other fre-
quently used spellings in parentheses. The question of
spelling, of course, is always a major issue when dealing
with languages utilizing an alphabet or a script different
than that used for English. Changes in orthography and
the challenges of transliteration can produce several vari-
ants of a word. Where there are important variants in
spelling, this encyclopedia presents as many as possible,
but only within the entries themselves. For easy access to
variant and alternate spelling, readers should consult the
index at the end of each volume, which lists and cross-
references the alternate spellings that appear in the text.

How to Use This Encyclopedia xxix

Each volume contains an index that has references to
subjects in the specific volume, and the cumulative index
at the end of Volume V provides easy access across the
volumes. A cumulative glossary appears in each volume
and provides additional assistance.

The entries serve to provide the reader with basic
rather than exhaustive information regarding the subject
at hand. To help those who wish to read further, each
entry is linked with other entries in that volume via cross-
references indicated by SMALL capPITALS. In addition the
majority of entries are followed by a See also section,
which provides cross-references to relevant entries in the
other four volumes. The reader may find it useful to begin
with one of the general articles—such as the ones dealing
with archaeology, dance, oral traditions, or women—or to
start with an entry on a specific country or an historically
important state and follow the cross-references to discover
more detailed information. Readers should be aware that
cross-references, both those embedded in the text and
those in the See also section, use only entry headword
spellings and not variant spellings. For those readers who
wish to research a topic beyond the material provided in
individual and cross-referenced entries, there is also a
Further reading section at the end of many entries.
Bibliographical references listed here guide readers to
more in-depth resources in a particular area.

Finally, readers can consult the Suggested Readings
in the back of each volume. These volume-specific bibli-
ographies contain general studies—such as atlases, histo-
ries of the continent, and broad works on culture, society,
and people—as well as specialized studies that typically
cover specific topics or regions. For the most part, these
two bibliographic aids contain those recently published
works that are most likely to be available in libraries,
especially well-stocked city and college libraries. Readers
should also be aware that a growing number of sources
are available online in the form of e-books and other for-
mats. The World Wide Web is also a good place to look
for current events and developments that have occurred
since the publication of this encyclopedia.
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INTRODUCTION TO

THIS VOLUME

This volume covers the independence and postcolonial era
in Africa. The year 1960 was called “the year of Africa” be-
cause of the wave of independence that swept over the
continent. It would take more than three decades, how-
ever, for the entire continent to achieve independence. The
process included several lengthy wars of liberation, espe-
cially against Portuguese colonial rule and the white mi-
nority government of Rhodesia. The last step did not come
until 1994, when South Africa’s first democratic elections
ended the long era of apartheid and led Nelson Mandela to
the presidency.

The political history of the independent African
states has in many instances been a turbulent one. A se-
ries of both human-made and natural disasters have
plagued the continent over the past four decades. These
include abusive and oppressive dictatorships and the
Sahelian drought of the 1970s. Yet it would be as erro-
neous to place too much emphasis on the negative as it
would be to ignore it altogether. The continent contains
dynamic societies, innovative peoples, and vibrant cul-
tures. Increasingly Africans have become part of a more
global society, contributing significantly to it and in turn
being significantly affected by it in all spheres of life.

The entries in this volume seek to capture the broad
range of developments that have occurred in Africa since
1960 and the key individuals who were at the heart of
these developments. Extensive scholarly research on this
period provides the information contained in these en-
tries. Hence, there are entries on African studies, anthro-
pology and Africa, archaeology, and historical scholarship
on Africa. There are also articles on some of the key schol-
ars, such as Kenneth O. Dike, Cheikh Anta Diop, Mary
and Richard Leakey, and Walter Rodney. The “Further
reading” sections of individual articles and the “Selected
Readings” at the end of the volume provide a guide to
many of the key publications resulting from this recent
scholarship.

Particularly important are those entries that cover
the main threads of developments within what are now
the national boundaries of the present-day states of
Africa. Readers of this volume can thus continue to pur-

XXXiV

sue the history and culture of contemporary African na-
tions, following up on related entries in the earlier vol-
umes of the Encyclopedia. The length of the entries is
determined by the size and relative importance of the in-
dividual countries. In a few cases, such as Nigeria and
South Africa, the developments are so extensive and
complex, and the countries so important for the conti-
nent as a whole, that they receive extended treatment.
Not all of the states were in existence as of 1960, and in
some cases, such as Eritrea and Western Sahara, the pro-
cess of the emergence of states continued deep into the
period covered by this volume. There are also entries on
the capital cities for each country as well as other major
contemporary African cities. Entries also exist for the
heads of state at the time this encyclopedia was pub-
lished. Many of the ruling political parties—and in some
instances the major opposition parties—are also the sub-
jects of entries.

As sovereign nations, the countries of Africa still
maintain relationships with former colonial rulers—Eng-
land, France, Portugal, Italy, and Spain. There are interna-
tional relations, too, with the United States and countries
throughout North and South America, the Middle East,
and Asia. International organizations, both global and
intra-African entities, play important roles. Africa’s in-
volvement in the global arena also means that significant
global issues impinge on the continent.

Political developments, and hence political leaders,
play a prominent role in this volume. Some entries are for
individuals, such as Nnamdi Azikiwe of Nigeria, who
were important in developing the nationalist movements
that led to independence and are covered in Volume 1V as
well. Other leaders, such as Abdou Diouf of Senegal,
emerged to prominence after 1960. Some figures, such as
Nigeria’s Sani Abacha and Jean-Bedel Bokassa of the Cen-
tral African Republic, are less-than-admirable individuals,
and they often came to power through coups d’état, but
they play significant roles that warrant entries.

A particularly important political development was
the continuation of liberation struggles, especially in
southern Africa. In South Africa there was the protracted



effort to rid the country of apartheid, while more than a
decade of fighting was needed to remake Rhodesia into the
country of Zimbabwe. A common goal of ending white rule
did not necessarily mean a united nationalist movement, as
the competing nationalist movements in Angola demon-
strated. Indeed, these divisions undermined the liberation
struggle against Portugal and led to a protracted post-inde-
pendence civil war. Cuba was to become deeply engaged in
Angola, as was the United States, though more covertly.
Such national struggles were not confined to efforts against
European or European-settler governments, however, as
demonstrated by the efforts of Polisario to create a state in-
dependent of Morocco and the revolt and war against
Ethiopia that led to an independent Eritrea in 1991.

Many independent African countries witnessed mili-
tary takeovers of civilian governments, sometimes result-
ing in civil war. A particularly fierce and seemingly
unending civil war has pitted the non-Arab, non-Muslim
south against the Arabic-speaking Islamic north in the
Republic of the Sudan. The entire Horn of Africa has been
the scene of destructive warfare and unstable govern-
ments. Some civil wars result, in part at least, from ethnic
conflict. Entries on many of the continent’s major ethnic
groups illuminate issues of ethnicity and identity that
continue to shape how many of the continent’s people
view both themselves and those of different backgrounds.
Political developments in certain countries receive ex-
tended attention, within the country entries and with
separate entries.

The creative arts have flourished in Africa since in-
dependence. The importance of the African authors pro-
filed here extends far beyond literary circles, since so
much of their writing deals with everyday conditions
that people face. Music also reveals much about modern
African life, for songs often directly address common
problems while the instrumental music catches the pulse
and diversity of life on the continent. Entries on groups
and individual musicians such as Salif Keita and Miriam
Makeba enable the reader to go into greater depth on
this critical and very prominent dimension of African
culture. Much of this musical efflorescence has taken
place in the context of urban life and culture. Radio and
television, theater, and the cinema have interacted with
literature and music. For example, the Senegalese writer
Ousmane Sembeéne has moved into cinema, and South
Africa’s Abdullah Ibrahim has written musical scores for
films. Another cultural dimension that has continued to
grow in importance is sports, both professional and ama-
teur. Sports has become linked with politics, and team
success in international venues, such as the Olympics,
and intra-African competition, such as the All-Africa
Games, has served to enhance national pride. Individual
African athletes, too, have become increasingly promi-
nent internationally.
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Religion is also significant to African culture, with the
two so-called universal religions of Christianity and Islam
gaining more and more converts, generally at the expense
of those adhering to traditional religions. Religion needs
to be examined in terms of belief and spirituality, but it
can also play an important political role. Church leaders
such as Desmond Tutu and Allan Boesak were in the fore-
front of the anti-apartheid movement, while Omar Hasan
Ahmad al-Bashir heads a fundamentalist Islamic govern-
ment in the Sudan. Northern Nigerian provinces that have
adopted Islamic law, or sharia, into their legal systems on
religious grounds have caused further strife between
Christians and Muslims.

Education witnessed a great expansion at the ele-
mentary, secondary, and tertiary levels in the early inde-
pendence eras. Large universities such as Makerere, in
Uganda, gained international reputations.

A wide variety of reasons, including some of the politi-
cal ones noted above and others such as government and
business corruption, help account for the growing inability
of many African states to meet the needs of their citizens.
But there are also important economic reasons. Africa has
to a large extent not witnessed significant development
since independence and has remained in a situation of de-
pendency. Neocolonialism has certainly contributed to
economic failure. Agriculture has been unable to keep pace
with population growth, in part because of environmental
issues and problems, but also due to a general lack of eco-
nomic resources across the continent. African cash crops
often face increasing competition on the world market,
thus dimishing the income derived from exports.

Mining has also seen a contraction, often due to de-
cline in world demand for many of Africa’s minerals and
metals. Oil is one resource for which demand has contin-
ued to grow, but oil prices fluctuate widely, thereby
destabilizing the African national economies that rely on
petroleum exports. Industrialization has continued to
lag, and infrastructure such as transportation and tele-
communications is often lacking. Labor in Africa is often
uncertain in terms of the returns that can be expected,
whether in the informal or the formal sectors. Africans
are increasingly working in the global economy, in trade
and commerce, and as migrant workers. Tourism creates
jobs for many Africans, but it too has boom-and-bust di-
mensions, though Africa’s national parks and wildlife re-
main great tourist attractions. This in turn has helped
promote conservation in Africa, as there are clear eco-
nomic benefits.

At the beginning of the new century, the political
map of Africa remains largely what it was in 1960.
However, the dramatic cultural, social, and economic
changes taking place mean that today’s Africans lead lives
that have changed significantly from those of the inde-
pendence generation.



TIME LINE (1956-2004)

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1960-1965

Morocco, Tunisia, and Sudan 1961
achieve independence

Ghana achieves independence
Guinea declares independence

Led by Robert Sobukwe, the
Pan-Africanist Congress splits
from the African National
Congress in South Africa

On March 21, 69 Africans are 1962
shot dead by South African po-
lice at a protest in Sharpeville

South African ANC President

Albert Lutuli becomes first per-

son from outside Europe and

North America to win the 1963
Nobel Peace Prize

Benin, Cameroon, Central

African Republic, Chad,

Republic of Congo,Dahomey;,

Democratic Republic of Congo,

Ivory Coast, Gabon, Madagas-

car, Mali, Mauritania, Niger,

Nigeria, Senegal, Somalia,

Togo, and Upper Volta all 1964
achieve independence

Running the entire course bare-
foot, Ethiopian Abebe Bikila
wins the Olympic marathon in
Rome, Italy

Congo crisis and civil war;

Joseph Mobutu assumes control
following a coup

XXXVi

Tanganyika, Sierra Leone
achieve independence

Umkhonto we Sizwe, the
guerilla wing of the African
National Congress, begins its
armed insurgency against the
South African government

War of liberation against
Portuguese rule begins in Angola

Algeria, Burundi, Rwanda, and
Uganda achieve independence

Ethiopia claims Eritrea as a
province, setting off prolonged
war of liberation

Kenya achieves independence

Founding of the Organization
of African Unity in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia

War of liberation against
Portuguese rule begins in
Guinea-Bissau

Malawi and Zambia achieve
independence

Zanzibar joins with
mainland Tanganyika
to create the United
Republic of Tanzania

FRELIMO launches war of lib-
eration in Mozambique



1967-1970

1968

In Southern Rhodesia, Ian
Smith issues a unilateral decla-
ration of independence from
the British Commonwealth

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa and
Ahmadu Bello assassinated in
Nigeria

Military coup overthrows
Ghana's founding president,
Kwame Nkrumah

Former Basutoland gains inde-
pendence as Lesotho, and
Bechuanaland becomes inde-
pendent as Botswana

Flora Nwapa’s Efuru becomes
the first novel published by a
Nigerian woman

Zimbabwean guerillas wage lib-
eration war known as
Chimurenga

Omar Bongo becomes presi-
dent of Gabon following the
death of Leon Mba, thus initi-
ating the continent’s longest
presidency

Egyptian Air Force destroyed
by Israel during the Arab-
Israeli “Six-Day War”

South African surgeon
Christiaan Barnard performs
first successful heart transplant
surgery in Cape Town

Nigerian civil war rages with
eastern region of Biafra at-
tempting, unsuccessfully, to se-
cede from the Nigerian
federation

Equatorial Guinea achieves in-
dependence from Spanish colo-
nial rule

Kingdom of Swaziland achieves
full independence

1969

1970
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1969 Pope Paul VI visits
Uganda, venerating the young
late-nineteenth-century
Buganda martyrs and conse-
crating 12 African bishops

FRELIMO President Eduardo
Mondlane assassinated

Kenyan leader Tom Mboya as-
sassinated

Muammar Qaddafi takes power
in Egypt after overthrowing
King Idris

1970 Homelands Citizenship
Act passed by white-minority
government in South Africa,
creating ethnically divided
Bantustans, or “tribal home-
lands,” for the county’s black
African population

Aswan High Dam is operational

President Gamal Abdel Nasser
of Egypt dies

Mobutu Sese Seko—formerly
General Joseph Mobutu—
changes name of the Republic
of the Congo to Zaire

1di Amin takes power in
Uganda following a military
coup d’état

1971 Walter Rodney publishes
influential book, How the West
Underdeveloped Africa

Severe drought devastates Sahel
from Senegal to the Horn of
Africa

Guinea-Bissau declares inde-
pendence

Polisario founded in Western
Sahara to secure independence
of the indigenous Saharawi peo-
ple from Spanish colonialism



xxxviii Time Line

1977

1977-1978

Late 1970s

1978

Portugal’s pro-colonial govern- 1979
ment overthrown in revolution

Coup led by Mengistu Haile
Mariam overthrows long-serv-
ing Emperor Haile Selassie in
Ethiopia
1980
Mozambique, Angola, Cape
Verde, and Sdo Tomé and
Principe achieve independence
from Portuguese colonial rule

Comoros declares indepen-
dence from France

Following Marxist coup led by
Mathieu Kérékou, the former
Dahomey becomes the People’s
Republic of Benin

Spain officially ends colonial 1981
occupation in Western Sahara

Senegalese intellectual Cheikh
Anta Diop publishes influential
treatise, The African Origin of
Civilization

Police repression in Soweto,
South Africa, sparks violent
reprisals from Africans in the
Johannesburg area

Popular South African activist
Steve Biko murdered while in
police custody

French Territory of Afars and
Issas becomes independent
Djibouti

War breaks out between
Somalia and Ethiopia in dis-
puted Ogaden territory

Beginning of AIDS epidemic
that kills more than 17 million
Africans by the end of the cen-
tury

Daniel arap Moi begins his 24-
year tenure as president of
Kenya

Junior military officer Jerry
Rawlings seizes power in
Ghana

Egypt signs Camp David peace
agreement with Israel

Kenya becomes the first of 29
African countries to adopt
World Bank structural adjust-
ment policies in order to secure
international loans

African heads of state adopt the
Lagos Plan of Action for eco-
nomic development

African majority in Rhodesia
declares independence, renam-
ing the country Zimbabwe

Islamic extremists assassinate
Egypt's Anwar as-Sadat for
making peace with Israel;
Hosni Mubarak assumes the
presidency

Libya invades and occupies
mineral-rich region of northern
Chad

Jerry Rawlings stages second
coup and begins his 20-year
rule of Ghana

The World Bank publishes its
influential “Accelerated
Development in Sub-Saharan
Africa” (the “Berg Report”)

Senegal and The Gambia form
the short-lived Senegambia
Confederation

Civil war re-erupts in the
Republic of the Sudan

Upper Volta renamed Burkina
Faso

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
awarded Nobel Peace Prize for
efforts to end the racist apartheid
policies in South Africa



1988

1989

1990

1990-1995

1991

Severe famine begins in the
Horn of Africa

In Kenya, Richard Leakey’ ar-
chaeological team discovers
“Turkana Boy,” a nearly com-
plete fossilized Homo habilis
skeleton

Long-time Guinean president
Ahmed Sekou Touré dies

Julius K. Nyerere voluntarily
steps down from the presi-
dency in Tanzania, a position
he held since Tanzanian inde-
pendence in 1962

United States bombs military
installations in Libya

Nigerian Wole Soyinka be-
comes first African to win the
Nobel Prize in Literature

Habib Bourguiba, Tunisia’s
president since independence,
is deposed because of failing
mental health

Egyptian author Naguib
Mahfouz wins the Nobel Prize
for Literature

Muammar Qaddafi of Libya or-
ganizes Maghrib Arab Union of
Libya, Algeria, Mauritania,
Morocco, and Tunisia

South West Africa wins its in-
dependence from South Africa,
becoming Namibia

South African ANC leader,
Nelson Mandela, released after
26 years in prison

Tuareg people rebel against the
government in northern Niger

Soviet Union collapses, easing
Cold War tensions throughout
Africa and the world

1991

1992

1992-1993

1993

Time Line xxxix

Nadine Gordimer of South
Africa wins Nobel Prize in
Literature

Election results in Algeria are
voided; civil war ensues

United Nations brokers cease-
fire in Mozambique, ending
long civil war

United Nations imposes sanc-
tions on Libya for that coun-
try’s role in the bombing of a
Pan-Am Airlines plane over
Lockerbie, Scotland

Eritrea wins independence
from Ethiopia after long war of
independence

Felix Houphouét-Boigny, presi-
dent of Ivory Coast since inde-
pendence, dies

South Africans Nelson Mandela
and E W. de Klerk share Nobel
Peace Prize

Loss of helicopters and soldiers
in Mogadishu street battle leads
United States to withdraw forces
from peace-keeping operation
in Somalia

Jonas Savimbi heads UNITA
rebels in Angolan civil war

National elections in South
Africa bring Nelson Mandela
and the African National
Congress to power

As many as 1 million are killed
in Hutu-led genocide in
Rwanda, Burundi, and Zaire
(present-day Democratic
Republic of the Congo)

Nigerian-born basketball star
Hakeem Olajuwon leads the
Houston Rockets to back-to-
back national championships
in the United States



I Time Line

*

1999

1999

2000

Outbreak of Ebola virus kills
up to 250 people in Kikwit,
Zaire (present-day Democratic
Republic of Congo)

Ogoni activist Ken Saro-Wiwa
executed by the Nigerian gov-
ernment

Truth and Reconciliation
Commission established in
South Africa

Huge oil reserves found off
coast of Equatorial Guinea

Laurent Kabila assumes power
in Zaire, country is renamed
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo

Kofi Annan, from Ghana,
elected the United Nations
Secretary General

Full-scale civil war breaks out
in Republic of Congo

Despite provisions of the
Houston Accord, elections in
Western Sahara are postponed

U.S. embassies bombed in
Kenya and Tanzania

Former military leader
Olusegun Obasanjo elected as a
civilian to lead Nigeria

Morocco’s King Hassan II dies
after 38-year reign; successor is
Mohammad VI

African heads of state form the
African Union to replace the
Organization of African Unity

Cameroon wins Olympic gold
medal in soccer in Atlanta,
Georgia, U.S.A.

Election of John Kufuor as
president marks Ghana’s ongo-
ing transition to democracy

2000

2001

2002

Mugabe government supports
occupation of white farms,
leading to an ongoing political
crisis in Zimbabwe

Presidential elections in
Zambia end 10-year presidency
of Frederick Chiluba

Rebel forces in Sierra Leone
disarm as British and UN
troops restore civil order

Overloaded ferry capsizes in
Senegal; 1,000 passengers die

Hostilities end in Angola fol-
lowing the death of UNITA
leader Jonas Savimbi

Severe drought hits Malawi;
thousands perish

United States and France rec-
ognize Marc Ravalomanana as
legitimate leader of Madagascar
after disputed 2001 election

Mwai Kibaki’s election ends
Daniel arap Moi’s 24-year rule
over Kenya

Ivory Coast engulfed in civil
war

J. M. Coetzee of South Africa
wins Nobel Prize in Literature

United States assists with forc-
ing Liberia’s Charles Taylor
into exile to end country’s civil
war

Ongoing civil war in the Darfur
region of the Republic of the
Sudan; hundreds of thousands
of African villagers flee to
refugee centers in Chad

President Qaddafi of Libya ac-
cepts responsibility for 1988
bombing of Pan-Am flight;
economic sanctions against
Libya end



Abacha, Sani (1943-1998) Nigerian army officer who
came to power in 1993

A career military officer, Sani Abacha was born in
KANO, in the HAUsA-dominated, predominantly Muslim
Northern Region of NiGERIA. Educated in Kano, Abacha
entered the military at the age of 18, rising steadily in
rank during the 1970s and 1980s. He first came to promi-
nence in 1983, when he announced on Nigerian radio a
couP DETAT that toppled Nigeria’s Second Republic.
Abacha continued to gain political influence during the
1980s, maintaining a steady level of power through sev-
eral successive military governments.

Throughout this period, however, he was outspoken
in his opposition to the army’s continued political role in
Nigeria, advocating, in public at least, a rapid return to
civilian government. Abacha apparently reversed his views
on civilian rule and surprised many people when he sup-
ported the voiding of the 1993 elections by military
strongman Ibrahim BaBANGIDA (1941- ). However,
Abacha was instrumental in convincing Babangida to
leave office later that year and turn power over to the
quasi-civilian government of Ernest Shonekan (1936— ).

Abacha was serving as minister of defense in
Shonekan’s government when he initiated another coup
in November 1993. Under Abacha’s rule Nigeria contin-
ued to struggle under the pressure of economic, political,
and ethnic crises. Confronting economic woes ranging
from rampant inflation to chronic fuel shortages to cor-
RUPTION, he seemed unable to improve conditions in
Nigeria. Nor was Abacha able to do anything to alleviate
Nigeria’s ethnic hostilities.

Although he consistently asserted that he was deter-
mined to move Nigeria toward civilian rule, Abacha took

only token steps in that direction, maintaining an iron-
fisted authority over the country. Never hesitating to use
whatever means he had in order to silence criticism or
opposition, he even had the distinguished, Nobel Prize-
winning author Wole sovinka (1934— ) charged with
treason.

In the early years of his regime, Abacha faced acute
criticism from the oGoni activist, playwright Ken
SARO-WIWA (1941-1995). Saro-Wiwa ultimately was
arrested on charges of treason, and, despite an in-
ternational outcry, was executed in 1994 along
with eight other Ogoni activists.

Abacha’s sudden death in 1998 was greeted in many
parts of Nigeria—particularly in the yORUBA-dominated
southwest and the 1GBO-dominated east—with jubilation
and renewed calls for a civilian government. However, his
immediate successor, Maj. Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar
(1943—- ), was another northerner and long-time mem-
ber of Nigeria’s military establishment.

See also: ETHNIC CONFLICT IN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Abdikassim Salad Hassan (1941- ) President of
Somalia

Abdikassim Salad Hassan was born to the Hawiye
clan in the Galgaduud region of somaLiA in 1941. He
studied in EGYPT and later in the Soviet Union, obtaining



2 Abdullahi Yussuf Ahmed

a master’s degree from Moscow State University in 1965.
He returned home to work for the ministry of agricul-
ture, where his meteoric rise in politics began. Instru-
mental in transforming local agricultural methods, he
went on to hold a series of other ministerial posts in the
government of Mohammed Siad BARRE (c. 1919-1996),
who ruled Somalia from 1969 until his fall from power in
1991. In 1989 Abdikassim became Barre’s deputy prime
minister and interior minister. As a government official,
Abdikassim played a fundamental role in building Soma-
lia’s ties to the United States.

The disorder and chaos following Barre’s ouster led
to UN forces entering Somalia in 1992. Abdikassim was a
prominent member of a peace committee of Somali el-
ders. He criticized both the militancy of faction leader
General Mohamed E AIDEED (1934-1996) and the use of
force by the United Nations to impose order. Abdikassim
later served as a mediator between Aideed and the UN
special envoy to Somalia in a failed attempt to resolve the
conflict between the warring factions.

In the mid-1990s Abdikassim became a leading voice
for national reconciliation and a united Somalia, oppos-
ing the secession of the northern Somali states of Soma-
liland and Puntland. In August 2000 Somalia’s moderate
leaders met in Arta, DJIBOUTI, to negotiate a cease-fire and
lay the foundation for a new Somali central government.
Abdikassim vocally rallied popular support for what was
to be the first such government since Barre was deposed
in 1991. Later that month Somalia’s transitional National
Assembly elected Abdikassim president of Somalia. In the
years that followed, he continued to fight for a united So-
malia, garnering support from the United States and
staving off threats from Somali warlords.

See also: SOVIET UNION AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V);
UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICA (Vol. V); UNITED STATES AND
AFRICA (Vol. V).

Abdullahi Yussuf Ahmed (unknown- ) Somali po-
litical leader

Abdullahi Yussuf Ahmed was cofounder of the
Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF), which helped
to oust the repressive regime of President Mohammed
Siad BARRE (1910-1995) from power in SOMALIA in 1991.
A former commander in chief of the army, Barre had been
dictator of Somalia for more than 20 years. He came to
power in 1969 in a military coup that overthrew the
democratically elected government of President Abdi
Rashid Ali Shermarke (r. 1967-1969).

Abdullahi Yussuf Ahmed was a minor leader in the
Mejertein clan and a colonel in the military. Growing dis-
content with Barre’s authoritarian regime led Abdullahi
and other dissident Somalis to establish a number of op-
position movements. Because unauthorized political ac-
tivity was illegal, these movements generally operated

from outside the country. Yussuf Ahmed helped to form
the Somali Salvation Front, headquartered in ETHIOPIA,
which attempted to overthrow President Barre by force in
1978. After the coup failed, Colonel Abdullahi helped
form the Somalia Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF),
which claimed to command a guerilla force numbering in
the thousands. Politically adept, Abdullahi forged bonds
at home and abroad, notably with the leader of LiBvA,
Muammar QADDAFI (1942— ). Both Libya and Ethiopia
supplied the SSDF with arms.

After a bloody rebellion that began in 1988, Siad
Barre fell from power in 1991. At the time, Abdullahi was
imprisoned in the Somali city of MOGADISHU. After his re-
lease, he led an independence movement in the north-
eastern region of Somalia called Puntland, staving off
challenges in 1994 from competing SSDF leaders.

In June 1998 Abdullahi proclaimed himself president
of Puntland, but his government was not formally recog-
nized by the international community, which was deter-
mined to see a united Somalia. After a brief period of
calm, he faced opposition from a faction led by jama ALl
JAMA. Jama ultimately unseated Abdullahi shortly after he
was sworn in for a second term in 2001. In May 2002,
however, Abdullahi returned to power.

Abidjan Former capital city of vORrY coast. By 1960,
when Ivory Coast became independent, its coastal capital
city of Abidjan was already well established. It boasted
new port facilities, served as the hub of the national road
system and the terminus of the Abidjan-Niger Railway,
and was a leading communications center. Over the next
two decades, the city’s population underwent explosive
growth, increasing from 180,000 at independence to
more than 1.4 million in 1980. By century’s end it ex-
ceeded 2.8 million people. While many of the newcomers
came from within the Ivory Coast, nearly 40 percent
came from elsewhere in West Africa.

Several factors account for the dramatic increase in
Abidjan’s population. As a commercial center, the city
provides regional import-export businesses with access to
port facilities for ocean-going vessels and a rail system
into the interior. As an industrial center, Abidjan is a man-
ufacturing center for electronics, textiles, metal products,
and clothing. As the financial center of French-speaking
West Africa, Abidjan has continued to support a large
number of French expatriates (approximately 20,000),
who work as civil servants or as managers in private en-
terprise. The significant French presence has given the
city a French flavor, which in turn has been a factor in the
growing importance of TOURISM to the city’s economy.

Abidjan is also a center of EDUCATION and the arts. In
addition to the national university (founded in 1958), the
city also features a national library and institutes for agri-
cultural and scientific research. Abidjan is home to a mu-



seum of traditional Ivory Coast ART. The city’s largest tradi-
tional market is in the neighborhood called Teichville.

In 1983 YAMOUSSOUKRO, the home city of long-time
President Félix HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY (1905-1993), became
the new administrative capital of the Ivory Coast. Abidjan,
however, remained the capital in all but name, retaining
most government offices and foreign embassies. The
French also maintain a marine infantry brigade at Abid-
jan. The presence of these troops enabled the French to
intervene militarily during the civil disturbances of
2002-03 and attempt to mediate between the rebel and
government forces.

See also: aBIDJAN (Vol. IV); FRANCE AND AFRICA
(Vol. V); FRENCH WEST AFRICA (Vol. 1V); POPULATION
GROWTH (Vol. V).

Abiola, Mashood (1937-1998) Nigerian opposition
leader

Mashood Abiola was born to a poor family in
Abeokuta, southwestern NIGERIA. That he belonged to the
YORUBA ethnic group, came from the south, and followed
Islam was critical to the formation of his identity, his suc-
cess, and, ultimately, his death. An exceptional student,
Abiola attended Baptist Boys School in his hometown and
earned a scholarship to the University of Glasgow, Scot-
land. Upon his return to Africa, he took a post as chief
accountant of Pfizer Nigeria, a part of the multinational
pharmaceutical conglomerate. Abiola went on to work
for International Telephone and Telegraph (ITT) Nigeria,
becoming chairman of the branch in 1969.

Mashood Abiola became one of Nigeria’s wealthi-
est businessmen during the country’s oiL boom in
the 1970s. His diversified holdings came to include
Concord Airlines and Concord Press, a chain of
newspapers admired in business circles for their so-
phistication. He also founded Africa Ocean Lines,
Abiola Bookshop, and Abiola Farms.

Abiola’s connections in the business sector allowed
him to forge formidable political alliances, and, beginning
in 1979, he enjoyed success as a popular political figure.
In 1993 Nigeria’s self-proclaimed president and military
leader, General Ibrahim BABANGIDA (1941— ), called for
general elections, and Abiola became the presidential
candidate of the center-left Social Democratic Party.
Judging by Abiola’s popularity, it appeared that he would
triumph over his main opponent, Bashir Tofa (1947- ).
Before a winner was officially announced, however,
Babangida annulled the results. While his reasoning was

Abuja Accords 3

unclear, many speculate that Babangida, a Nigerian from
the HAUSA territory in the north, feared the rule of Abiola,
who was a Yoruba from southern Nigeria. Abiola vocally
asserted that the election was stolen from him and pro-
claimed himself the rightful president of Nigeria. His per-
sistent questioning of the results eventually led to his
imprisonment in 1994.

About the same time, Babangida was deposed by
General Sani ABACHA (1943-1998). Despite internal dis-
sension and international condemnation, Abacha chose
to let Abiola languish in prison. During Abiola’s incarcer-
ation, his senior wife Kudirat (1951-1996) tirelessly lob-
bied for her husband’s release. In 1996, in the city of
LAGOS, she was killed when unknown gunmen opened
fire on her as she sat in her car.

After Abachas death in 1998, his close colleague,
Maj. Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar (1943— ), assumed
the presidency and continued to keep Abiola in prison. In
July of that year, an American delegation visited Abiola in
prison and pressed Abubakar for his release. Abiola died
during the visit. Although Abiola’s supporters believed
that he was poisoned, the official cause of death accord-
ing to the state autopsy report was a heart attack.

Abuja Capital city and federal capital territory of NIGE-
Rr1A, centrally located in the Chukuku Hills. Abuja be-
came Nigeria’s first planned city and capital in December
1991. Planning began in 1976, after it was decided that
the overcrowded city of LAGOs was no longer a suitable
capital. The Department of Architecture at Ahmadu Bello
University in Zaria undertook the planning and design.
The site for the new capital offered a central location, low
population density, a cooler climate, and ample land for
expansion. Equally important, the new capital was devel-
oped in a neutral territory, away from the heartlands of the
major ethnic groups in the country, the HAUSA, YORUBA,
and 1GBO. This latter factor was particularly important in
the aftermath of Nigeria’s Civil War (1966-70), which di-
vided the country along ethnic lines. The city plan in-
cluded two basic zones, one for the numerous
government-related institutions and one for residential
and commercial facilities.

Abuja is connected to other major cities in the coun-
try by a network of expressways and by an international
airport that also serves domestic locations. In 1988 the
University of Abuja was founded. Spreading over about
3,080 square miles (8,000 sq km), Abuja was home to ap-
proximately 340,000 people in 1995. Today, more than 1
million people live there.

See also: UrRBANIZATION (Vols. IV, V).

Abuja Accords Agreements signed in the Nigerian
city of ABUJA, part of the peace process within LIBERIA.



4 Accra

During the 1970s and 1980s the government of Liberia
was hampered by constant instability. The situation wors-
ened in December 1989, when Charles TAYLOR (1948— )
led his National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) in an
invasion of the country. Entering from the IVORY COAST,
the NPFL sparked a full-scale civil war, as multiple war-
lords gathered armies in emulation of Taylor. Despite
these new armed factions, the NPFL soon held most of
Liberia, with President Samuel K. pOE (c. 1952-1990)
controlling only the capital city of MONROVIA. In August
1990 ECOMOG, the peacekeeping force of the Economic
COMMUNITY FOR WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS), en-
tered Liberia to stabilize the situation. Doe was soon cap-
tured and killed by an offshoot of the NPFL led by Prince
Yomie Johnson.

Despite Doe’s death, ECOWAS brokered the Bamako
Cease-fire, which was followed by the Yamoussoukro Ac-
cords I-1V. These agreements were intended to secure the
peace in Liberia and allow elections to take place. They
failed, however, as none of the warring factions followed
the agreements.

In July 1993, following another failed NPFL siege on
Monrovia, ECOWAS brokered the Cotonou Accord. This
agreement formed the Liberian National Transitional
Government and stated that leaders from the different
warring factions would be included in a new coalition
government. The political situation in Liberia remained
in disarray, however, as the different factions fought over
government appointments.

In 1994 Jerry RAWLINGS (1947— ) took over chair-
manship of ECOWAS. His presence infused the peace
process with new energy, culminating with the signing
of the Abuja Accord on August 19, 1995. This created
the Council of State, a ruling political body that was to
include the warlords of every faction capable of disturb-
ing the peace process. More importantly to Taylor, the
Abuja Accord secured his involvement in Liberia’s new
government. In an oversight the Council of State did
not include the leader of the ULIMO-] faction, Roo-
sevelt Johnson, who promptly violated the Abuja Ac-
cord. In early 1996 the Council of State brought murder
charges against Johnson, but an attempt to arrest him
sparked violent protests that weakened the authority of
the accord.

Later in 1996 the Abuja Accord Supplement was
signed. This new agreement scheduled elections for the
following year and paved the way for a new Council of
State. In July 1997, aided greatly by his perceived ability
to bring together Liberia’s disparate factions, Taylor was
elected president of Liberia.

Another political arrangement also bears the name
“Abuja Accord.” This second Abuja Accord was an agree-
ment between zIMBABWE and Britain. Signed by Zim-
babwe president Robert MUGABE (1924— ) in 2001, the
agreement called for Britain to provide financial reim-

bursement to white farmers displaced by Zimbabwe’s
land reforms. The Zimbabwe-Britain Abuja Accord called
for the land reclamation process to be carried out under
the rule of law and in a civil manner. As of late 2004,
however, the process was still marked by violence and
accusations of illegal land seizures by the Zimbabwe
government.
See also: civiL wars (Vol. V).

Accra Capital of present-day GHANA, located on the
Gulf of Guinea. Accra was the capital of Gold Coast, a
former British colony, and remained the capital of Ghana
after the country’s independence in 1957. At that time it
had a population exceeding 350,000. During the colonial
era, the city had developed into a major port and trading
city, but in 1962 port services were transferred to the
town of Tema, 17 miles (27 km) to the east.

Accra remains the administrative, economic, educa-
tional, and cultural center of Ghana. It hosts the principal
offices of major banks and trading companies, and is a
central hub for rail and road TRANSPORTATION, with reli-
able INFRASTRUCTURE linking it to the major towns of
Tema on the coast and kumasl in the interior. Major in-
dustries in Accra include oil refining, food processing—
including brewing, distilling, and fruit canning—and the
production of textiles, shoes, lumber, pharmaceuticals,
and plastic products. The city is also home to large open
markets. Its rich and diverse nightlife, from which high-
life emerged to become the dominant form of popular
music in the 1960s, attracts a growing number of tourists.
Accra exhibits diverse ARCHITECTURE including modern,
colonial, and precolonial styles; visitors are often struck
by the proximity of gleaming skyscrapers to ramshackle
shantytowns.

Points of interest in the city include the national mu-
seum, a national academy of arts and sciences, and
Christianborg Castle, a former slave depot built by the
Danes in the 17th century. Several advanced educational,
research, and technical institutions are located in Accra,
and the University of Ghana is situated in the nearby
town of Legon.

The Accra metropolitan area has grown rapidly, with
the population surging from around 985,000 in 1988 to
more than 1,780,000 in 1995. At the beginning of the
21st century there were nearly 3 million people in the
greater Accra area. Such rapid POPULATION GROWTH has a
common feature of URBANIZATION within Africa.

See also: accra (Vols. 1I, III, IV); DENMARK AND
AFRICA (Vol. II1); GA-DANGME (Vols. II, III); GOLD COAST
(Vols. 111, 1V); HIGHLIFE (Vol. 1IV); URBAN LIFE AND CUL-
TURE (Vols. IV, V).

Further reading: John Parker, Making the Town: Ga
State and Society in Early Colonial Accra (Portsmouth,
N.H.: Heinemann, 2000).



Achebe, Chinua (1930- ) Nigerian writer

Perhaps Nigeria’s most popular author, Achebe began
his career as a journalist at the Nigerian Broadcasting Cor-
poration. There he developed the character Okonkwo, the
central figure of his first and most successful novel,
Things Fall Apart (1958). The book follows the story of
Okonkwo as he struggles against the changes colonialism
has exacted on his traditional 1680 culture. The novel
garnered tremendous international acclaim and has been
translated into 45 languages, becoming one of the most
widely read novels by an African writer and establishing
Achebe as Africa’s leading literary figure.

Achebe followed the success of Things Fall Apart
with three novels that trace the history of the Igbo
through colonialism and up to 1966, when a bloody mili-
tary coup led to the fall of Nigeria’s First Republic. These
novels, No Longer at Ease (1961), Man of the People
(1966), and Arrow of God (1967), cemented Achebe’s rep-
utation as a chronicler of Nigeria’s troubled colonial past
and uncertain future as an independent nation.

The same year as the publication of Arrow of God,
ethnic and political tensions exploded into the Nigerian
Civil War (1967-70). Achebe’s Igbo people seceded from
Nigeria, declaring the independent Republic of BIAFRA in
1967, prompting a bloody conflict that badly destabilized
the country. Achebe served as the Biafran minister of in-
formation during the war, living in the new Biafran capi-
tal of Enugu until it fell late in 1967.

Afterward Achebe traveled throughout the world, at-
tempting to draw attention to the Biafran cause and the
atrocities committed against them by Nigerian troops. His
experiences during the war led to the poetry collection
Christmas in Biafra and Other Poems (1973), for which he
was awarded the British Commonwealth Poetry Prize. The
war, however, discouraged Achebe greatly, and more than
a decade passed before he could write another novel.

After the war ended in 1970, Achebe became director
of publishing companies in Enugu and 18ADAN. He also
taught extensively at the University of Nigeria and at a
number of universities in the United States. In 1987 he
published Anthills of the Savannah, a novel in which, con-
trary to his previous works, he expresses hope for Nige-
rias future. Achebe has also published a number of
children’s books as well as essay and short story collec-
tions. His body of work has established him as one of the
finest writers of the 20th century.

See also: ACHEBE, cHINUA (Vol. IV); LITERATURE IN
COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV); LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA
(Vol. V); THINGS FALL APART (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Ezenwa-Ohaeto, Chinua Achebe: A
Biography (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University Press,
1997); Ode Ogede, Achebe and the Politics of Representa-
tion: Form against Itself, from Colonial Conquest and Occu-
pation to Post-independence Disillusionment (Trenton, N.J.:
Africa World Press, 2001).
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Action Front for Renewal and Development
(Front d’action pour le rénouveau et le déve-
loppement, FARD) Prominent political party in the
Republic of BENIN. The Action Front for Renewal and
Development (FARD) was formed at the meeting of its
first constituent assembly held in Parakou, Benin, in
April 1994. Its purpose was to bring together many small
opposition political parties to unseat then President
Nicephore Soglo (1935~ ). The first electoral victory for
FARD came in March 1995, when it won 14 seats in
Benin’s legislative elections. Its principal success, how-
ever, came in providing a vehicle for Matthieu KEREKOU
(1933- ) to defeat Soglo in the presidential election of
1996. Kerekou, a Marxist-Leninist, had been dictator of
Benin from his successful military coup of 1972 until
1991, when he lost to Soglo. He thus became the first in-
cumbent African strongman ousted at the polls to subse-
quently win an election and return to office.

Addis Ababa Capital and largest city in ETHIOPIA, lo-
cated in the geographic center of the country on a plateau
near the foot of Mount Entoto. Soon after its founding by
Emperor Menelik II (1844-1913) in 1887, Addis Ababa
became the capital of Ethiopia. The completion of a rail-
way to the port city of DJIBOUTI in 1917 established Addis
Ababa as Ethiopia’s political and economic center. Italian
forces occupied the city from 1936 to 1941, causing mas-
sive social disruption but also leaving behind much im-
proved housing and TRANSPORTATION networks.

When Allied forces drove the Italians out of Addis
Ababa the during World War II (1939-45), Emperor
HAILE SELASSIE (1892-1975) returned to power, after hav-
ing previously fled from the Italian invaders. Ethiopia
had been one of only two African members of the League
of Nations and thus was represented at the founding of
the United Nations (UN). Because of this, Addis Ababa
hosted the continent’s principal international organiza-
tions. In 1958 the UN Economic Commission for Africa
set up its headquarters in Addis Ababa and built Africa
Hall, which is noteworthy for its beautiful stained glass
windows. In 1963 a meeting of African heads of state
held in Addis Ababa led to the founding of the orGanI-
ZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU). The OAU then set up
its secretariat and administration in the city. Its successor
organization, the AFRICAN UNION, founded in 2002, also
established its administrative offices there.

In 1967 the city began to see a boom in population,
fueled by immigration from rural areas. By 1970 the popu-
lation had reached 683,500. In 1974 poor economic con-
ditions led to uprisings among students and laborers, and
a military cOUP D’ETAT removed Haile Selassie from power.
Addis Ababa then became the seat of power for the social-
ist government of MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM (c. 1937- ).
Despite desperate economic circumstances arising from



6 Ade, King Sunny

Mengistu’s Marxist policies, Addis Ababa’s population un-
derwent a second wave of growth during the period
1975-87. This wave was augmented by large numbers of
peasants fleeing to Addis Ababa from war-torn regions in
northern Ethiopia, where rebels from ERITREA battled for
that country’s independence from Ethiopian rule. By
1990 the city’s population was 1.6 million. In 1991 Er-
itrean rebel forces ousted Mengistu, and Addis Ababa be-
came the capital of a new, often troubled, democratic
government.

Addis Ababa is a unique city in terms of its layout and
ethnic makeup. Physically, the city is demarcated by eleva-
tion, with the old section, featuring St. George’s Cathedral,
the old Arada market, and Addis Ababa University, on a
hill in the north of the city. The commercial area of Lower
Addis Ababa lies to the south on lower ground. Addis
Ketema, or the “new town,” was constructed by Italians
during the occupation and features the Merkato Indigino,
or African market. A majority of southern Ethiopia’s agri-
cultural ExPORTS pass through the Merkato, including
Addis Ababa’s prime export, coffee.

Ethnically, the city is populated mostly by people of
Amharan extraction, with Amharic being the prominent
language. A diverse number of other peoples also call the
city home. Much of the residential layout of Addis Ababa
is dictated by the development of ethnic neighborhoods,
or safars. Due to the international organizations that re-
main headquartered there, the city is Africa’s premier
diplomatic hub.

See also: apbpis aBaBa (Vol. 1V); amHaric (Vols. 1,
1I); correE (Vol. IV); 1TALY AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); URBAN-
1ZATION (Vols. 1V, V); POPULATION GROWTH (Vol. V);
URBAN LIFE AND CULTURE (Vols. 1V, V).

Ade, King Sunny (Sunday Anthony Ishola
Adeniyi Adegeye) (1946— ) Nigerian musician and
bandleader

King Sunny Ade was born in 1946 in present-day
Ondo State, NIGERIA. His father was a Methodist minister
and his mother a member of the church choir. Against
the wishes of his parents, who wanted him to become a
lawyer, he left school at age 17 to pursue a career as a
musician. He became a percussionist and guitarist in a
local band in 1AGOs, Nigeria’s capital at the time. Two
years later, in 1965, he formed his own group, the High
Society Band, renamed the Green Spots in 1966, that
went on to make 12 recordings. In 1974, King Sunny Ade
founded his own record company and changed the band’s
name to the African Beats.

The African Beats is normally made up of between 20
and 30 musicians. Their multi-layered percussion and
synchronized vocal harmonies, combined with synthesiz-
ers, electric keyboards, and electric and pedal steel gui-
tars, represent a unique modern adaptation of the genre

of Music known as juju. King Sunny Ade has been the
style’s most popular performer, and he is often called the
King of Juju. Originally considered poor people’s music,
juju is based on traditional YORUBA rhythms and incorpo-
rates the two-headed, hourglass-shaped “talking drum”
once used to communicate between villages. Ade is also
called the Chairman for his many business investments,
which include MINING, o1L, film and video production,
and public relations.

King Sunny Ade and the African Beats are popular
in Nigeria, where they have 100 albums to their credit.
They have released 14 albums in North America, begin-
ning with the release of the album Juju in 1982. To a
certain extent, the interest King Sunny Ade generated in
the West during the early 1980s has waned. Neverthe-
less, he remains widely popular in his homeland, where
he is constantly in demand, particularly for concerts
commemorating important functions of state and pri-
vate celebrations.

African National Congress (ANC) South African
political organization that led the resistance movement
against APARTHEID and became the ruling party in 1994.
Founded in 1912, during the first 50 years of its exis-
tence the African National Congress (ANC) achieved
only modest success at best in bettering the lives of black
South Africans. In fact, by the mid-1960s, increased gov-
ernment repression had left the ANC struggling to remain
a viable resistance organization. Because of the state’s
crackdown on the ANC, the PAN-AFRICANIST CONGRESS
(PAC), and other opposition groups in the early 1960s,
the ANC had to operate underground in SOUTH AFRICA
and in exile abroad.

Beginning in 1961 the ANC forswore its commitment
to nonviolence and established a militant wing, UMKHONTO
WE SIZWE (Spear of the Nation, also known simply as
MK), which carried out acts of sabotage against the
white-supremacist regime. In 1962 Nelson MANDELA
(1918- ), head of MK, was captured after returning
from a trip abroad. The following year other key ANC
leaders such as Walter sisuru (1912-2003) and Govan
MBEKI (1910-2001) were seized in a raid on their secret
hideout outside JOHANNESBURG. In 1964 Mandela, Sisulu,
and Mbeki were sentenced to life in prison on ROBBEN Is-
LAND. Oliver TAMBO (1917-1993), who headed the exter-
nal ANC, became president once Mandela could no
longer serve in that capacity.

Over the next decades ANC headquarters-in-exile
were variously based in LUSAKA, ZAMBIA and DAR ES
SALAAM, TANZANIA, as well as in London, England. ANC
operations were based in the countries that bordered South
Africa, often involving alliances with anticolonial resis-
tance movements, most notably the ZIMBABWE AFRICAN
PEOPLE’S UNION in ZIMBABWE and SOUTH WEST AFRICAN



PEOPLE’S ORGANIZATION in SOUTH WEST AFRICA (today’s
NAMIBIA). Even outside of South Africa, however, ANC
operatives faced threats from an extensive network of
spies employed by the South African police and intelli-
gence services. The governments repressive measures
created logistical difficulties that limited the effectiveness
of ANC activities until the latter half of the 1970s.

Beginning in the mid-1970s the ANC drew upon the
mounting anger of African youth, causing the organiza-
tion’s prestige in South Africa to grow. In part the radical-
ization of young blacks was fueled by the impact of the
BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVEMENT, spearheaded by Steve
BIKO (1946-1977). In 1976 this increasing militancy
among young South Africans spilled over in the uprising
in SOWETO, a black residential township of Johannesburg.
The event triggered an upsurge in black protest. This ren-
dered black urban townships ungovernable during much
of the 1970s and 1980s, despite ongoing attempts by both
the South African police and army to impose order.

Many young black activists joined the ranks of MK in
neighboring countries, where they were exposed to military
training, organizational discipline, and ideological indoctri-
nation. At about the same time, the ANC benefited from
the support of the newly independent nations of MOzAM-
BIQUE and ANGOLA, which had won hard-fought battles for
autonomy from Portugal in 1975 and 1976, respectively.
After 1980 Zimbabwe (formerly RHODESIA), which had
gained its independence from the white settler-led UNILAT-
ERAL DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE government, also of-
fered a haven to MK cadres. These countries permitted the
ANC to set up bases close to the South African border, from
which it could launch guerilla attacks against the state. In
addition, the legalization of South African trade unions that
occurred during the late 1970s gave the ANC an opportu-
nity to forge closer ties to organized labor.

Increasingly during the 1980s, African protesters ral-
lied around readily recognizable ANC symbols. These in-
cluded people, such as its imprisoned leader, Nelson
Mandela, as well as its unique raised-fist salute and
handshake, and its distinctive black, green, and gold
flag. At the funerals of prominent black activists,
protestors utilized these symbols and sang ANC songs to
register their solidarity, transforming funerals into anti-
apartheid political rallies. In 1983 the leaders of South
African trade unions, civic organizations, and church
groups joined together to form the UNITED DEMOCRATIC
FRONT. It adopted the Freedom Charter (the political
blueprint for change in South Africa authored in 1955 by
the ANC and sympathetic opposition organizations) as
the basis of its core principles, formed close ties with the
exiled ANC, and effectively functioned as the ANC’s le-
galized front in South Africa.

By the mid-1980s white business leaders initiated
meetings with the ANC leadership in Lusaka, laying plans
for a future day when the ANC would play an important
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role in shaping South African political life. Internationally,
as world opinion hardened against apartheid practices,
economic and diplomatic sanctions intensified against
South Africa. The South African government increasingly
came to be regarded as an illegitimate, pariah regime be-
cause of its racist laws and the violence that its enforce-
ment agencies perpetrated against the country’s majority
black population. Many outside observers saw the ANC as
the country’s legitimate potential government that alone
could speak for the oppressed masses.

Recognizing the necessity of negotiating with the
ANC to secure public tranquility and appease world opin-
ion, President P-'W. BOTHA (1916— ) initiated half-
hearted attempts with Mandela in the mid-1980s. Years
later, his successor, E W. DE KLERK (1936— ), continued
these discussions in earnest. In February 1990, for exam-
ple, he lifted the ban on extra-parliamentary opposition
groups. This led to the rapid emergence of the ANC as the
leading political party to challenge the ruling National
Party. Also in 1990 the government released all political
prisoners, including Mandela, who assumed the presi-
dency of the organization the following year. In response
to these steps, the ANC suspended its armed struggle
against the government and rapidly evolved from a resis-
tance group to a political party. Most of the power-sharing
discussions that the government conducted with opposi-
tion groups focused on winning the approval of the ANC.

In the period leading up to the 1994 national elections
in which black South Africans could freely vote for the first
time, violence threatened to undermine the process. The
most significant clashes erupted between supporters of the
ANC and the INKATHA FREEDOM PARTY, an organization
made up mostly of zuLu South Africans that was led by
Mangosuthu Gatsha BUTHELEzI (1928— ). To shore up its
support, the ANC entered into an alliance with the
Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) and
the South African Communist Party (SACP). In the elec-
tions of May 1994 the ANC won approximately 63 percent
of the national vote. Except for the Western Cape and Kwa
ZulwNatal provinces, the ANC gained control of the coun-
try’s seven other provincial legislatures.

Mandela served a single term as president, from 1994
to 1999. At that time Thabo MBEKI (1942— ), Mandela’s
handpicked successor as ANC president, assumed leader-
ship of the ANC. Under Mbeki the ANC again won the
national election of 1999. However, fractures within the
party weakened it. Specifically, because of the conserva-
tive fiscal policies the ANC government has pursued, its
alliance with COSATU and SACP has suffered. Regard-
less, through 2003 the ANC remained an unchallenged
force among South Africa’s electorate.

Further reading: Saul Dubow, The African National
Congress (Stroud, U.K.: Sutton Publishing, 2000); Dale
T. McKinley, The ANC and the Liberation Struggle: A Crit-
ical Political Biography (Chicago: Pluto Press, 1997).
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African Party for the Independence of Guinea
and Cape Verde (Partido Africano da Indepen-
déncia da Guiné e Cabo Verde, PAIGC) African
nationalist political organization founded by Amilcar
CABRAL (1924-1973). The PAIGC resistance group had its
roots in the Movement for the National Independence of
Portuguese Guiné, a clandestine, Bissau-based organization
made up of workers and civil servants from CAPE VERDE
and GUINEA-BISSAU. When that organization failed to gar-
ner broad support it evolved into the PAIGC in 1956. Led
by Cabral, a former civil servant in the Portuguese colonial
agricultural service, the PAIGC became the major national-
ist party in the struggle to liberate both Guinea-Bissau and
Cape Verde from Portuguese colonial rule.

The main objectives of PAIGC included the immediate
granting of independence and the establishment of social
and economic stability. PAIGC followed a Marxist-Leninist
ideology that relied on fomenting revolution among the
masses. However, since the majority of the PAIGC mem-
bers were from Guinea-Bissau’s educated, urban elite, they
had difficulty attracting working-class members. Ulti-
mately the original PAIGC program failed, and the leader-
ship then decided to focus on organizing the peasant
masses living in the countryside.

By 1962 various independent African nations as well as
the communist Soviet Union strongly supported PAIGC. By
1967 the organization controlled more than half of Guinea-
Bissau. During these years Portuguese resistance stiffened,
but so did African resolve. In 1973 Portuguese secret police
assassinated Amilcar Cabral, and the leadership of PAIGC
passed to Aristides Maria PEREIRA (1923— ). Later in 1973
Pereira declared Guinea-Bissau’s independence from
Portugal. The following year, despite Pereira’s leading the
party, Luis Cabral (1931- ), Amilcars half-brother, be-
came the first president of the newly independent state.

In 1980 a new Cape Verdean constitution made pro-
visions for the country to be united as a single state with
Guinea-Bissau. Before the unification could take place,
however, Cabral was ousted in a cCOup D’ETAT led by army
general Jodo Bernardo Vieira (1939- ), also a member
of PAIGC. Vieira nullified the 1980 constitution and di-
rected the drafting of a new one, which separated Cape
Verde from Guinea-Bissau. The coup led to tensions be-
tween the Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde wings of the
PAIGC, eventually splitting the party in 1981. At that
time the Cape Verde PAIGC reorganized as the African
Party for the Independence of Cape Verde.

In 1990 a group of 350 PAIGC representatives met to
discuss the plan for advancing political reform and DE-
MOCRATIZATION in Guinea-Bissau, and the following year
the country’s national assembly chose to abandon single-
party rule. Following multiparty elections held in 1994,
Vieira and the PAIGC remained in control. By 1999, how-
ever, civil war and dissatisfaction with Vieira’s rule forced
him to flee the country. In the 2000 elections Koumba

YALA (c. 1953— ), leader of the Social Renewal Party,
was elected president. As an indication of how far the
PAIGC leadership had fallen out of favor, in the 1999 leg-
islative elections the PAIGC received less than one-quar-
ter of the 102 seats in the National Assembly.

See also: coLD wAR AND AFRICA (Vols. 1V, V); coLo-
NIAL RULE (Vol. IV); INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. V);
NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV); Po-
LITICAL PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS (Vol. V); PORTUGAL
AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V).

African studies Academic discipline encompassing
the study of Africa, its peoples, and its societies. Initially
African studies centered on anthropology, archaeology,
history, political science, and the study of languages.
More recently it has broadened to include AGRICULTURE,
EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, public health, and
other more technical and applied disciplines. Organized
African studies programs are for the most part located
outside the continent, mainly in the United States and to
a lesser degree in Great Britain, France, the Netherlands,
Canada, and the Nordic countries.

The historian and educator William Leo Hansberry
(1894-1965) was one of the pioneering African
American scholars in African studies. As a freshman
at Atlanta University, he became curious about Kush
and eTHIOPIA, which were mentioned in the Bible but
about which he could find little additional informa-
tion. Later, as a professor at Howard University he
devoted his career to providing such information,
conducting research on Ethiopian history and on the
classical writers’ views of Africa and Africans.

African studies emerged as a field of academic en-
deavor in the United States in the late 1950s and early
1960s. There were essentially three sources of origin. One
was the long-standing interest of African Americans re-
garding the continent of their ancestry. One of the earliest
scholarly books in this tradition was The Negro, by the
famed black intellectual W. E. B. Du Bois (1868-1963),
which appeared in 1915. Howard University was at the
forefront of African American scholarship on Africa, and
in 1953 it established a Department of African Studies
that offered an M.A. degree. It later became the first
American university to offer a Ph.D. in African studies.
These developments reflected a heightened African
American awareness about Africa as a result of intensify-
ing nationalism and INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS on the
continent and the civil rights struggle at home.



The second source of African studies was the grow-
ing general American interest in the world as a result of
World War II (1939-45). One of the lessons learned
from the war was that the isolationism of the inter-war
period had given Americans a false sense of security. They
now needed to be more aware of other parts of the world,
including Africa. Foundations such as the Carnegie Cor-
poration and the Ford Foundation began to support area
studies, including study of Africa, which led the distin-
guished anthropologist Melville J. Herskovits (1895-
1963) to found the country first African studies research
program at Northwestern University in 1949.

The movement toward independence, beginning with
GHANA in 1957, further fueled academic interest in Africa.
The U.S. government also showed a greater interest in
Africa and, in 1958, established the position of assistant
secretary of state for Africa within the Department of
State. That same year Congress passed the National De-
fense Education Act (NDEA), which funded area studies
in general. Over the next decade a number of universities
established major African studies centers and programs,
which in turn encouraged other colleges and universities
to set up smaller programs on their own campuses. By
1981 there were approximately 70 such programs nation-
wide, and by the mid-1990s there were nearly 90 pro-
grams. Today the African Studies Association—which was
founded in 1957 by a small group of 36 scholars, founda-
tion leaders, and government officials—has a membership
well in excess of 2,000.

Related to but separate from the general growth of
American academic interest in Africa was the emergence of
the Cold War rivalry between the United States and the for-
mer Soviet Union. The Cold War prompted President John
E Kennedy (1917-1963) to establish the Peace Corps,
which in turn led many returned Peace Corps volunteers
to pursue graduate degrees related to the African coun-
tries in which they served.

The United States has been well served by the con-
vergence of these three sources, which has produced a vi-
brant and diverse field of highly knowledgeable scholars
who are in turn training students who are well informed
about the continent and its peoples. Today, those teaching
and conducting research about Africa at American uni-
versities and colleges include not only individuals born in
the United States but also scholars from Europe and, in-
creasingly, Africa itself. Indeed, the addition of the latter
group as permanent rather than visiting faculty members
is a relatively recent phenomenon. Many of these scholars
received their graduate degrees in the United States,
Canada, or Europe and returned to their home countries
to teach. However, the political instability and economic
woes of many African countries has greatly weakened
their universities and has led members of their faculties
to seek positions outside the continent. While this has
impoverished African universities, it has enriched the
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field of African studies in the United States by providing
more of an African perspective to teaching and research.

See also: ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V);
ARCHAEOLOGY IN AFRICA (Vols. IV, V); COLD WAR AND
AFRICA (Vols. TV, V); DU BoIS, W. E. B. (Vol. IV); HISTORICAL
SCHOLARSHIP ON AFRICA (Vols. 1V, V); UNITED STATES AND
AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

African Union (AU) Continental body bringing to-
gether the leadership of all African countries to work to-
ward common goals. The African Union replaced the
ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) as the continent-
wide constituent assembly. The purpose of the OAU was
to remove the vestiges of the colonial period and to pro-
mote African unity and cooperation during the early na-
tionalist period. At inception, in 1963, the mission of the
OAU clearly reflected Africa’s needs. By the 1990s, how-
ever, its mission no longer seemed suited to meeting the
shifting requirements of the community of African states.
Specifically, African leaders saw the need for the organiza-
tion to be more focused on economic advancement and
less concerned with erasing the remaining traces of the
colonial era.

Growing out of an OAU summit meeting held in Sirte,
LIBYA, the African Union was established by the Sirte Dec-
laration on September 9, 1999. All 53 African heads of
state played a part. Looking at present needs and future
challenges, they stated their goals as promoting economic
and political integration, promoting and defending Afri-
can positions in the global sphere, and fostering democ-
racy and good governance on the continent.

In the years following the Sirte Declaration, several ad-
ditional AU conventions helped define its purpose. The
Lome Summit, in 2000, adopted the Constitutive Act of
the Union. The Lusaka Summit, in 2001, created a plan to
implement the AU. And the Durban Summit, in 2002,
served as the inaugural assembly of the heads of states of
the African Union. Amara Essy (1944— ), president of the
IVORY COAST and the first chairman of the AU, was charged
with heading the institutional transition. Joaquim Alberto
CHISSANO (1939— ), president of MOZAMBIQUE, took over
Essy’s role two years later.

The AU is made up of nine primary organs that dis-
tribute power among different branches and institu-
tions. These include offices that coordinate projects
regarding peace and security, the economy, cultural and
social affairs, justice, and monetary and financial af-
fairs. The AU supports three banks: the African Central
Bank, African Monetary Fund, and African Investment
Bank. Other AU offices deal with human resources, in-
dustry, science and technology, energy, NATURAL RE-
SOURCES, and TOURISM.

The creation and continued role of the African Union
has not been free from contention. Symbolic of the long
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road that lay ahead of the AU, its early efforts to assert its
authority revealed as much divisiveness—especially among
the old-guard leaders—as it did cooperative and innova-
tive progress toward the future. At the outset, the interna-
tional community fully supported the idea of the AU but
objected to the significant role afforded controversial Lib-
yan president Muammar QADDAFI (1942— ) in its cre-
ation. Also, the AU has been cautious about many of its
mandates and whether they will challenge those of exist-
ing international organizations.

Further reading: Henning Melber, The New African
Initiative and the African Union (Somerset, N J.: Transac-
tion Publishers, 2002).

Afrikaans An official language of SOUTH AFRICA that de-
veloped from a dialect of Netherlandic (Dutch-Flemish)
in the late 18th century. During the APARTHEID period
(1948-90) Afrikaans was the language of white privilege.
Along with English it was one of the two official lan-
guages of South Africa. The National Party government
institutionalized Afrikaans as the language of government
and EDUCATION. Consequently, Afrikaans is the first lan-
guage of 60 percent of white South Africans. It is also the
first language of more than 90 percent of those catego-
rized as Coloured and is a second language of many black
South Africans.

Because it was the tool of Afrikaner cultural imperi-
alism, Afrikaans became a symbolic target of rebellion. In
1976, for example, schoolchildren in SOWETO demon-
strated against having their subjects taught in Afrikaans.

In 1994 the Constitutional Assembly of the newly
democratic South African Republic chose the fol-
lowing 11 languages as official languages of the na-
tion: Afrikaans, English, isiNdebele, Sesotho sa
Leboa, Sesotho, isiSwai, Xitsonga, Setswana, Tshiv-
enda, isiXhosa, and isiZulu.

Although three other South African languages are
more widely spoken, English was selected by the post-
apartheid government as the official international lan-
guage for commercial and diplomatic exchanges. Similar
to some other African countries, the South African gov-
ernment chose an outsider language to avoid favoring
one of its indigenous languages over the others. Follow-
ing this policy the government removed Afrikaans as the
language of public offices, courts, and the education sys-
tem. It now allows Afrikaans to be visible only on signs
that present it in conjunction with the country’s other 10
official languages. Aware of the contempt held for the his-

tory of Afrikaans and in light of the expected changes
concerning its use, many AFRIKANERS now educate their
children in English.

See also: arrikaaNs (Vols. 111, IV); BOoERs (Vols. III,
IV); LANGUAGE USAGE IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V); LITERA-
TURE IN COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV), LITERATURE IN MOD-
ERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further reading: Rajend Mesthrie, ed., Language in
South Africa (New York: Cambridge University Press,
2002).

Afrikaners White South Africans predominantly of
Dutch or Huguenot Calvinist ancestry who speak the lan-
guage of AFRIKAANS. With the victory of the National
Party (NP) in the 1948 parliamentary elections, and the
rise of D. E Malan (1874-1959) to the position of prime
minister, the South African government evolved to serve
the goals of Afrikaner nationalism. The tenets of Afrikaner
nationalism promoted the improvement of the financial
and political position of Afrikaners and the protection of
Afrikaner culture from the influence of British, English-
speaking South Africans.

Many of these concerns, however, dissipated as the
20th century progressed. By the 1960s Afrikaner POVERTY
was nearly nonexistent, with South Africa’s white popula-
tion reaping the economic benefits granted to them by
the racist APARTHEID system. Powerful Afrikaners were
probably members of the BROEDERBOND, an all-male se-
cret society that worked as a proving ground for the
Afrikaner political elite. Furthermore, as Afrikaners in-
creasingly dominated South African politics—every presi-
dent of sOUTH AFRICA was an Afrikaner from 1948 to
1994—the political threat from English-speakers waned.
With the diminution of power of English speakers, the
Afrikaner political apparatus placed an increased impor-
tance on maintaining the legislated inequalities between
whites and non-whites. Ignoring a historically acrimo-
nious relationship, the NP even reached out to English-
speakers with the hope that, as fellow whites, they would
forget any past hostilities in favor of maintaining their
preferential status over blacks.

This courting of English speakers in large part re-
sulted from the changing dynamic of the Afrikaner popu-
lation, which failed to keep pace with the growth rate of
South Africa’s black populace. At the same time, an ideo-
logical split within Afrikaner society began to threaten the
paradigm of apartheid. Many Afrikaners began to question
the racist system, especially those who held commercial
interests dependent upon the LABOR and latent purchas-
ing power of black South Africans. In 1982 this division
culminated with many members of the NP defecting to
form the Conservative Party, which was dedicated to de-
fending the apartheid system without any concessions or
changes.



The two opposing factions within the Afrikaner
community were dubbed the verkramptes and the
verligtes. The verkramptes held traditional Afrikaner
values and wanted apartheid to continue as it had,
while the verligtes were less conservative and re-
jected the rigidity of apartheid, wishing to “modern-
ize” it instead.

Though the defection of the NP members may have
prolonged the transition of South Africa to a multiracial,
representative government, the ascension of the black ma-
jority was inescapable. The transition to a representative
government was completed in 1994 under the leadership
of Prime Minister E W. DE KLERK (1936— ). That year
Nelson MANDELA (1918- ) and the previously banned
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS carried the first free, multira-
cial elections in the country’s history. Having lost their
hold on power and now in the political as well as demo-
graphic minority, the Afrikaners are attempting to find
their place within post-apartheid South Africa. The politi-
cal unity of a half-century earlier has disappeared, but
there remains a deep sense of a shared history and com-
mon language to build on.

See also: AFRIKANERS (Vol. IV); BOERS (Vols. 111, IV);
ETHNICITY AND IDENTITY (Vol. I); MALAN, D. E (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Hermann Giliomee, The Afrikan-
ers: Biography of a People (London: C. Hurst, 2003); Dan
O'Meara, Forty Lost Years: The Apartheid State and the Pol-
itics of the National Party, 1948—1994 (Athens, Ohio: Ohio
University Press, 1997).

Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP) Political party of zANZIBAR
that was active from 1957 to 1977. In the 1950s, as
Zanzibar moved toward independence, an Arab minority
controlled the government under the umbrella of the
Zanzibar National Party (ZNP). In 1957 Abeid Amani
KARUME (1905-1972), with the assistance of Julius NY-
ERERE (1922-1999), the president of Tanganyika, founded
the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP) to organize the African major-
ity of the country.

After gaining independence from Britain in 1963,
Zanzibar held elections to determine the makeup of its
National Assembly. The results solidified ZNP control of
the government despite its members’ minority status. In
1964 the ASP sparked a bloody revolution against the
government. In the chaos that ensued, thousands died
and thousands more fled the island. Once in control, the
ASP named Karume president of Zanzibar.

In 1964 Zanzibar joined in political union with
Tanganyika, but retained its own electoral system and
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continued to exercise considerable local autonomy. The
union resulted in the creation of the country of TANZANIA,
with Nyerere remaining president and Karume becoming
vice president. Karume was assassinated in 1972. In 1977
Nyerere combined the ASP with his own TANZANIAN
AFRICAN NATIONAL UNION to form the PARTY OF THE REVO-
LUTION (Chama Cha Mapinduzi, CCM). The CCM then
was made the only legal political party of Tanzania.

See also: juMBE, ABOUD (Vol. V); POLITICAL PARTIES
AND ORGANIZATIONS (Vol. V); sHIRAZI ARABS (Vol. II); sHI-
RAZI DYNASTY (Vol. III); TANGANYIKA (Vol. IV).

agriculture Between 1850 and 1960 Africa’s agricul-
ture underwent a tremendous transformation in terms of
both its structure and its food production capabilities.
Instead of producing FOOD crOPS for local consumption,
African agriculture had become increasingly focused on
exporting CASH CROPS to overseas markets. This funda-
mental change in agriculture was accompanied by grow-
ing URBANIZATION, which meant that fewer Africans were
able to grow their own food. But with the emphasis on
export production, African farmers had not developed
agricultural production geared to feeding Africa’s grow-
ing cities. POPULATION GROWTH surged after 1950, from
an annual rate of approximately 1.2 percent over the pre-
vious 50 years to a dramatic 3.3 percent rate in the 1980s.
This surge put additional stress on Africa’s already chal-
lenged food production capabilities. As African countries
launched into the new era of independence, therefore,
they found themselves saddled with a colonial inheritance
of agricultural systems ill prepared to meet their needs.

Beyond the deeply rooted problem of cash crop ex-
portation, food production was further affected by the fact
that the economies of many countries depended on the
production of a single crop. Such mono-crop economies
were highly susceptible to the fluctuations in world com-
modity prices. As a result many African nations were in-
creasingly dependent on external markets and economic
forces that were beyond their control.

In light of the situation, Africa’s leaders at indepen-
dence were not in a position to depart radically from the
economic strategies of the colonial era. Therefore they con-
tinued to promote the production of cash crops in order to
earn the foreign exchange needed for their efforts at mod-
ernization. In the 1960s modernization meant INDUSTRIAL-
1IZATION and urbanization. Furthermore, leaders strongly
influenced by Marxist ideology and the example of the
Soviet Union viewed the state—rather than the private
sector—as the central engine for DEVELOPMENT. Many
countries thus continued the colonial practice of market-
ing boards, or state-run agencies through which all farm-
ers had to sell their crops. At the expense of agricultural
development in the rural areas, these marketing boards
kept producer prices low in order to divert earnings from
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export sales to the modernization enterprise. The boards
also enabled governments to keep food prices low for the
urban areas. Lacking price incentives to increase their
output, Africa’s peasant farmers cut back on their produc-
tion. White commercial farmers, on the other hand, faced
their own challenges. After independence the numbers of
white farmers declined as European settlers emigrated or
had their farms expropriated. Those who remained con-
tinued to produce largely for export, as did the large in-
dustrial plantations.

Where the government did invest in agriculture, it
was usually in the form of collectivization and state
farms. In TANZANIA, for example, President Julius Ny-
ERERE (1922-1999) implemented ujamaA, an eco-
nomic and social policy that envisaged collective,
grassroots development through the rural popula-
tion in villages. The irony was that in one of the few
instances in which an African government sought to
infuse resources into the rural sector, agricultural
production fell sharply. An increase in management
demands, inadequate INFRASTRUCTURE, and the dis-
ruption of long-standing farming practices led most
farmers to retreat into subsistence production. The
marketing of foodstuffs to the urban areas declined,
forcing a country in which more than 75 percent of
the labor force was employed in agriculture to im-
port food to feed its coastal cities. Ultimately the
Tanzanian government had to admit to the failure of
ujamaa.

In 1960 African agriculture was still meeting food con-
sumption needs in most parts of the continent. Over the
next few decades, however, per-capita food production de-
clined at an average rate of about 1 percent per year. While
government policies exacerbated the decline, they were
not its root cause. Rather, the growing scarcity of arable
land meant that farmers in certain regions were not able to
bring new land into production to expand output. The af-
fected areas included ETHIOPIA, parts of North Africa, parts
of West Africa, including the densely populated HAUSA re-
gion of northern NIGERIA, and the well-watered upland
areas of eastern and southern Africa. In other cases farmers
brought into production land that did not yield good crops
or was quickly degraded. Africa’s crisis, simply put, was the
inability of African farmers to produce sufficient quantities
of food for the growing population.

One of the confounding aspects of Africa’s agricul-
tural decline was the fact that, up to that point, Africa’s
farmers had largely been able to meet their various chal-
lenges. For many centuries they had successfully adapted

to produce crops and raise livestock in difficult environ-
ments. With some exceptions in areas with highly fertile
soils, such as the Nile River Valley and RwANDA, the con-
tinent’s soils were not conducive to high agricultural pro-
ductivity. Many regions also had highly variable rainfall
patterns that limited productivity. LABOR constraints,
which were only becoming more severe with the migra-
tion of younger people to the cities, placed further limita-
tions on the output of African farmers. In the face of such
difficulties African farmers had long been successful in
crop and livestock production through strategies such as
intercropping (growing multiple crops in a single field at
one time), slash-and-burn agriculture coupled with long
fallow periods, and seasonal migration of herds. These
techniques, however, developed a low-productivity form
of agriculture that was not readily changed.

Between 1968 and 1985 a particularly severe and
prolonged drought in the Sahel, the zone to the south of
the Sahara Desert, led to terrible crop failures. During
that period local food needs were met largely through re-
lief supplies, but many farmers lost their livelihoods as
their crops and livestock disappeared.

By the 1980s the dimensions of Africa’s agricultural
problems were beginning to attract attention. Unfortu-
nately the continent’s relatively low productivity was
not open to the type of “fixes” that worked in other
areas, including India and Southeast Asia. In these and
other regions, crop shortages were addressed by rapidly
increasing yields of grain crops such as wheat and rice.
This approach was so successful that it ushered in the
so-called Green Revolution, a time of great gains in agri-
cultural output. Unfortunately, neither wheat nor rice is
a significant crop for much of Africa. Moreover, native
African grain crops such as sorghum and millet have
never received the same intense agricultural research
that has benefited the cultivation of grain crops in the
Northern Hemisphere. Other factors that hinder a trans-
formation of African agriculture include inadequate in-
frastructure and TRANSPORTATION as well as instability in
the region’s MARKETS. POVERTY, which is more prevalent
in rural than in urban areas, further reduces efforts to
improve the productivity of Africa’s farmers.

The food production crisis is perhaps the single most
important of all the crises facing the continent at the pre-
sent time. But given the enormous ecological diversity of
the continent and the great variety of agricultural systems
and crops, not to mention the enormous other social,
economic, and political differences that exist across the
continent, there is no simple answer.

See also: aGricuLTURE (Vols. 1, 11, 1II, IV); coLo-
NIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV); DROUGHT AND DESERTIFI-
CATION (Vol. V); ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (Vol. V); FAMINE
AND HUNGER (Vol. V); MONO-CROP ECONOMIES (Vol. 1V);
NATURAL RESOURCES (Vol. V) NEOCOLONIALISM AND UN-
DERDEVELOPMENT (Vol. V).



Further reading: T. S. Jayne, 1. J. Minde, and Gem
Argwings-Kodhek, eds., Perspectives on Agricultural Transfor-
mation: A View from Africa (New York: Nova Science, 2002).

Ahidjo, Ahmadou (1924-1989) President of Cameroon

The son of a Fulani chief, Ahidjo was born in the river
port city of Garoua, on the Benue River in then French-
ruled northern CAMEROON. At the time, the former German
colony was divided between Great Britain and France
under the terms of a League of Nations mandate. Ahidjo re-
ceived a secondary school education in YAOUNDE.

Ahidjo initially became active in politics in 1947,
when he was elected first as a territorial deputy and then
in 1953 to the Assembly of the French Union. Though a
Muslim, Ahidjo joined the Catholic-based Démocrates
party in 1956, helping the party gain support in the
mainly Muslim north of the French Cameroons.

In 1957 Ahidjo became vice premier and interior
minister under Premier André Marie Mbida. The follow-
ing year, however, he split from Mbida to form a new
party, the Cameroon Union (Union Camerounaise, UC).
Mbida resigned, and Ahidjo assumed the position of pre-
mier. When the independent Cameroon Republic was es-
tablished in 1960, Ahidjo was elected president.

Ahidjo and the UC began what became a long-term
domination of Cameroon politics. Supporting strong con-
nections with both France and other African nations, in
1961 Ahidjo convinced the leaders of the British Southern
Cameroons to unite with the Cameroon Republic to form
the Federal Republic of Cameroon. In the meantime, the
UC gradually subsumed its opposition, with Ahidjo occa-
sionally jailing political rivals. Eventually the UC became
the sole political entity in Cameroon. After Ahidjo was re-
elected in 1965, the UC became the Cameroon National
Union (Union Nationale Camerounaise, UNC).

Ahidjo won reelection in 1970, 1975, and once again
in 1980. During this time, he established a new constitu-
tion, forming the United Republic of Cameroon over
protests against a unitary government. In 1982, after 22
years in office, Ahidjo voluntarily resigned, and Prime
Minister Paul BiyA (1933— ) became president. Ahidjo
remained head of the UNC, however, and differences be-
tween Ahidjo and Biya escalated. Ultimately, Ahidjo was
accused of plotting a COUP D’ETAT against Biya, and in
1983 he was forcibly exiled to France. The Cameroon
government tried him in absentia and sentenced him to
death. Ahidjo remained an exile until his death of a heart
attack in 1989, in DAKAR, SENEGAL.

Aideed, Mohamed E (Farah) (1934-1996) Soma-
lian military leader

Aideed was born to Fatuma Salah and Farah Hassan,
a minor clan chief of the Habar Gedir, a sub-clan of the
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Hawiye, the largest of the Somali clans. At a young age,
he traveled to Ogaden, ETHIOPIA, to study the Quran.
Aideed joined the Somali Youth League and later enlisted
in the colonial Italian Gendarmeria. In 1954 he was se-
lected to receive training at the NATO Infantry School at
Cesano in Rome. When Aideed completed his training,
the Italian government assigned him to head the Bakool
indigenous police force in the Upper Juba Division. He
received more training in the Soviet Union and returned
home to be a Somali nationalist leader. When somaLiA
achieved independence in 1960, the United Nations (UN)
looked to Aideed to help build the new country. In the
1980s Aideed and his Somali National Alliance fought
against the Somali strongman Mohammed Siad BARRE
(1910-1995), ultimately driving the latter from the coun-
try to pave the way for Aideed’s rise to power.

Aideed will be remembered for embarrassing UN
forces and driving them from Somalia in 1993. When the
United States, under the auspices of the UN, entered
Somalia for what it proclaimed were humanitarian pur-
poses, Aideed took this as a threat both to Somali
sovereignty and to his own position of power. In October
1993, in a conflict that resulted in as many as 1,000
Somali casualties, Aideed’s forces shot down an American
army helicopter, killing 18 soldiers. They later dragged
the bodies of the dead soldiers through the streets of MO-
GADISHU, an event broadcast on international television.
After that disturbing scene, Aideed became an interna-
tional pariah. In 1995 he declared himself president of
Somalia, though no sovereign state recognized his au-
thority. Aideed was killed August 2, 1996 by rival Somali
warlord Ali Mahdi Muhammad.

The shooting-down of an American UH-60
Blackhawk helicopter by Somali forces was an
event that seriously damaged America’s sense of
military invulnerability. The phrase “Black Hawk
Down” was popularized by a book detailing the in-
cident (1999) and later by Ridley Scott’s movie
adaptation (2001), both of the same name.

See also: SOVIET UNION AND AFRICA (Vols. 1V, V);
UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICA (Vol. V).

Aidoo, Ama Ata (1942— ) Ghanaian writer

Ama Ata Aidoo was born in 1942 at Abeadze
Kyiakor, near Dominase in the Fante-speaking region of
what was then Gold Coast Colony (present-day GHANA).
The daughter of a chief, Aidoo received an early educa-
tion that emphasized the importance of African oral tra-
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dition and ritual and the techniques of storytelling. She
later attended Wesley Girls’ High School in Ghana, and
then the University of Ghana, Legon, where she earned
an honors degree in English in 1964.

From 1964 to 1966 Aidoo was a junior research fel-
low at the university’s Institute of AFRICAN STUDIES. She
began her literary career by attending writers’ workshops
at the School of Drama, where she produced her first two
plays. She then attended the creative writing program at
Stanford University, in the United States. In addition to
her writing, Aidoo taught at the University of Ghana and
at other universities in Africa and in the United States, in-
cluding the University of Florida.

During the 1970s Ghana’s military governments and
the associated political oppression of the country’s aca-
demic community forced her to stop publishing. After
army Lieutenant Jerry RAWLINGS (1947— ) led a success-
ful coup of young military officers and became president
of Ghana, Aidoo served as minister for education in
1983—84. She ultimately resigned because of political dif-
ferences and went into self-exile in ZIMBABWE, where she
worked as a freelance writer. She currently lives in the
United States, where she writes and lectures.

Aidoo’s writing has been influenced by both her for-
mal and informal education, the influence of PAN-AFRICAN-
1sM, and her experiences in Ghana during the nationalist
push for independence. Her themes focus on colonial his-
tory and the legacy of slavery that helped shape the charac-
ter of her beloved Ghana.

Aidoo’s first play was first performed in 1964 and
then published in 1965. Entitled The Dilemma of a Ghost,
it focuses on the cultural conflict and sense of alienation
felt by a young African woman who returns home after
receiving an American education. The story illustrates the
competition between Western individualism and African
communal values that exposure to the colonial world has
engendered. This theme reappears in her semi-autobio-
graphical novel, Our Sister Killjoy: Or, Reflections from a
Black-Eyed Squint (1977).

Many of Aidoo’s works also deal with the role and
place of women in African society. Examples include
her No Sweetness Here (1970), a collection of 11 short
stories, and her second novel Changes: A Love Story
(1991), which received the 1993 British Common-
wealth Writers Prize.

See also: LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Akosombo Dam  Built in 1966 in the Akwamu
Highlands of GHANA, the Akosombo Dam harnesses the
Volta River to generate up to 768,000-kilowatts of hy-
droelectric power. In addition to generating electricity,
the dam was also intended to improve WATER TRANS-
PORTATION and to store water for agricultural, industrial,
and recreational use.

The government of the then Gold Coast Colony
began planning a dam as early as 1949, when it commis-
sioned engineers to conduct a feasibility study. In 1959
the Kaiser Company of the United States recommended
that the dam be built at Akosombo Gorge and that a
grid of electrical transmission lines be created to supply
electricity to the southern region of the country. An alu-
minum smelter at Temna was later added to the plan. In
1962 Ghana’s Parliament approved the master agree-
ment with Valco (the Volta Aluminum Company), a
subsidiary of Kaiser. An Italian engineering consortium
received the contract to build the dam for the govern-
ment’s Volta River Authority. By 1966 construction was
set to start.

The town of Akosombo, built to house the construc-
tion workers for the Volta dam, became a major port on
VOLTA LAKE, which formed behind the new dam.
Akosombo is today the starting point for ships and fer-
ries to ports further north, such as Buipe and Yapei near
Tamale. Covering an area of 3,275 square miles (8,482
sq km), Volta Lake is the largest artificial lake in the
world.

Foes of President Kwame NKRUMAH (1909-1972)
felt that the dam was an overly ambitious project that
benefited the Kaiser Industries Corporation more than
Ghana. The Akosombo Dam and similar prestige projects
were factors in the overthrow of President Nkrumah in
1966.

See also: Gorbp coasT (Vols. 111, IV) VOLTA RIVER
(Vol. 1), voLTA BASIN (Vol. I1I).

Algeria North African country along the Mediterranean
Sea measuring about 919,600 square miles (2,381,800 sq
km) Algeria shares borders with TUNISIA and LIBYA, to the
east, with NIGER, MALI, and MAURITANIA, to the south, and
with MOROCCO, to the west.

An oit-rich country of more than 30 million people,
Algeria struggles with deep economic divides that are
exacerbated by its French, Islamic, and military iden-
tities. The country’s population is made up mostly of
Malekite Sunni Muslims, complemented by other
Muslim groups as well as Chenoua, Berber-speaking
Kabyles, and Tuareg speakers. Algeria is a member of
the Arab League, the ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM
EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC), the Organization of
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries, and the Arab
Monetary Fund. These alliances give Algeria close
ties to much of the Islamic world, and the Saudi
peninsula in particular.



Algeria at Independence Algeria has long been at
the center of regional trade and imperialism. In the 16th
century the capital, ALGIERS, was the North African base
for the ruling Ottoman Turks. In 1830 France took con-
trol of the region, formally annexing Algeria in 1842. This
led to a fundamental shift in Algerian society that in-
cluded a large French settler population in Algeria and a
large Algerian population within France that currently
numbers about 1 million.

Algeria’s struggle for independence culminated in a
war that began in 1954 and that resulted in more than 1
million deaths. The war, which did not end until July 5,
1962, propelled the NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (Front
de Libération Nationale, FLN) to the forefront of Algerian
political life. Its leader, Ahmed BEN BELLA (1916— ), be-
came the president of the new country. Yet while he was a
gifted nationalist leader, he proved to be a poor head of
government, and his policies led to economic ruin and
intra-governmental factionalism. The result was contin-
ued social upheaval, militancy among the Berber-speak-
ing Kabyle, and an eventual coup D’ETAT led by Colonel
Houari BOUMEDIENNE (1927-1978), creator and head of
the armed forces.

Military and Political Instability Boumedienne
was not a gifted leader, but he did put down much of the
insurgency. He also promoted centralized agrarian re-
forms and rapid INDUSTRIALIZATION to improve the econ-
omy. When Boumedienne died in 1978, Colonel Chadli
Bendjedid (1929- ) took over as president.

Bendjedid worked to decentralize power and priva-
tize many of the failing public companies. In 1984 he was
elected to a second five-year term. However, the resulting
economic growth benefited only a small segment of the
population, and following his reelection, Bendjedid faced
increasing public discontent. By October 1988 intra-party
class warfare plagued the nation; as the FLN leadership
prospered, the masses went without jobs and opportuni-
ties for EDUCATION. Abroad, Algerian-led demonstrations
in Paris caused anxiety throughout Western Europe, as
memories of the violent independence struggle of the
1950s came surging to the fore.

1988-1992: The Rise of Islamic Insurgency In
1990 Algeria declared that it would be a multiparty democ-
racy. Nascent political groups, notably those of Islamic and
Kabylian origin, were organized and began expressing po-
litical will. Yet it appeared that the opening of political com-
petition did little to open up the nexus of power within the
Algerian state. The real power, it turned out, lay in the pres-
idency and in the military, which remained in the control of
the FLN.

Algeria’s first multiparty elections, held on June 12,
1990, were for local government positions. The new
Kabyle Movement for Culture and Democracy made sig-
nificant strides against the FLN. However, it was the
success of the Islamic Salvation Front (Front Islamique
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du Salud, FIS) that made the FLN, and the world, take
notice. By the time the country held its first plural leg-
islative elections, in December 1991, the new FIS had
successfully built a base of support from among the ma-
jority population of Muslims disenchanted with FLN
leadership. Despite the earlier arrest of FIS leaders
Abassi Madani and Ali Belhaj, the party won an esti-
mated 188 of the 231 seats in the first round of legisla-
tive elections. When it appeared that the FIS was headed
for a victory in the scheduled second elections, the mili-
tary stepped in to depose Bendjedid and annul the first
elections. The FIS was immediately banned, and its lead-
ership was forced into exile. In taking these steps, the
military leadership undermined the process of DEMOCRA-
TIZATION in favor of political liberalization. Its actions
only increased popular dissent.

The 1990s and the Increase of Algerian Dissen-
sion In light of the annulled elections, the military lead-
ership rapidly sought legitimization. In January 1994 it
appointed a retired general, Liamine Zeroual (1941- ),
as president. The following year Zeroual was elected to
the office after winning a presidential election from
which all significant opposition parties were barred. Leg-
islative elections held in 1997 were widely criticized by
opponents as fraudulent.

Despite the disbanding of the FIS and the subsequent
constitutional revisions that banned Algeria’s Islamic par-
ties, Islam has not left the country’s political scene. The
FIS continues to garner great support in the streets of
Paris as well as in Algiers. Immediately following the
1992 elections the FIS was divided between the so-called
jazairists, who pledged to respect the new government,
and the salafists, who saw a turn to violence as the only
viable alternative. The latter group quickly garnered sup-
port from Iranian-backed Hezbollah guerillas in Lebanon
and began a bombing campaign. Fearing the rise of Islam,
France kept silent on the issue of the 1992 coup and
called for new elections. The United States, for its part,
called the coup and the subsequent annulment of the
elections “constitutional.”

In addition to the FIS, another, more militant Is-
lamist group has risen since 1992—the Armed Islamic
Group (Groupe Islamique Armee, GIA). Although some
Western countries consider the GIA to be a threat to re-
gional stability, it is well organized and has solid support
among segments of Algerian society. The GIA also enjoys
support from other states in the Muslim world. Other Al-
gerian groups that have support from local bases include
the Armed Islamic Movement, the Movement for an Is-
lamic State, and the Armed Islamic Front.

Algerian Politics Today Following the attacks on
the United States on September 11, 2001, Islamic groups
called tens of thousands of demonstrators to the streets to
show support for Osama bin Laden (1957— ) and Iraq’s
former president, Saddam Hussein (1937— ). As a result
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of the public display of contempt for Western power
there is a tendency to consider Algerian politics today as
a microcosmic clash of civilizations—the struggle of
democracy against radical Islam. This would, however, be
an oversimplification.

From one perspective, the challenges to pluralism of
the early 1990s and the rise of a Muslim alternative might
be viewed as a positive, democratic progression. From an-
other perspective, the violence that has gripped Algeria
since 1989 is regressive. The shift to pluralism forced
leaders to vest power in institutions other than political
parties, resulting in a more powerful military and a re-
vival of regionalized, precolonial institutions. From a
third perspective, radical Islam can be viewed not as an
effort to purge secular or Christian elements from
Algerian society but, rather, as an attempt at finding a vi-
able alternative to decades of political domination by the
country’s elite FLN leadership.

Liamine Zeroual resigned in 1999, and elections
held in April of that year brought Abdelaziz BOUTEFLIKA
(1937- ) to the presidency. This went a long way to-
ward bringing international legitimacy to Algerian gov-
ernance after the 1992 coup. At home, though, the
elections lacked legitimacy since all of the other candi-
dates pulled out the day before the election. The rise of
Bouteflika can be seen as a further entrenchment of the
ancien regime. For example, Bouteflika had been foreign
minister in 1963, and he was involved in the 1965 coup
that brought Boumedienne to power. Even so, he has a
reputation of spurning the constraints placed on him
by the FLN.

Serious issues continue to divide Algeria’s people. As
late as 2004, the country was threatened by divisions be-
tween moderate and radical Islam, elite leadership and mar-
ginalized society, military and civilian rule, inward-looking
and outward-looking governance, and socialist and capital-
ist economic plans. Further, since 1988, POVERTY has risen
to engulf nearly one-fourth of the Algerian population. De-
spite regular economic growth, unemployment con-tinues
to rise, and public services have decayed.

See also: aLGERIA (Vols. I, 11, III, IV); FRANCE AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V); INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol.
V); ISLAM, INFLUENCE OF (Vols. II, III, IV, V).

Further reading: William B. Quandt, Between Bal-
lots and Bullets: Algerias Transition from Authoritarianism
(Washington D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 1998);
Michael Willis, The Islamist Challenge in Algeria: A Politi-
cal History (Reading, N.Y.: Ithaca Press, 1996).

Algiers Capital and port city located on the northern
coast of ALGERIA. In the months before Algeria finally
won its independence in 1962, bombings by the
European Algerians, the pieds-noirs, had damaged indus-
trial and communications facilities in Algiers. In spite of

this, the new government rushed to make Algiers its
base. Like cArro, EGYPT, Algiers is divided into two
parts. The newer, French-built sector is similar to French
cities in terms of urban planning and architectural style.
The original Muslim quarter, in contrast, has narrower
streets and numerous mosques. Since independence,
Algiers’s suburbs have expanded southward.

The Algerian government made use of many of the
palaces built during Ottoman rule, renovating them to
house museums, such as the National Museum of An-
tiques and the Museum of Popular Arts and Traditions.
The History Museum, too, is located in a former palace.
Algiers also has an observatory and Algeria’s national li-
brary. The influence of European ARCHITECTURE can be
seen in the opera house and Catholic churches, including
the Basilica of Notre Dame and the Cathedral of Sacre
Coeur, which was designed by the noted Swiss-born mod-
ernist architect Le Corbusier (1887-1965).

In 1981 Algiers introduced plans for a metro under-
ground system that would run on three rail lines. However,
in 1986, the collapse of global oIL prices caused planners
to put the project on hold. By 1999 interest in the project
had picked up again, and the government eventually made
funding arrangements with the World Bank. The first rail
line is expected to be operational in 2008.

See also: ALGIERS (Vols. 111, IV).

Further reading: Zeynep Celik, Urban Forms and
Colonial Confrontations: Algiers under French Rule (Berke-
ley, Calif.: University of Calif. Press, 1997).

All-Africa Games See sPORTS AND ATHLETICS (Vol. V).

Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation and Con-
struction (APRC) Ruling party of The GaMBIA since
1994. On July 22, 1994, the Alliance for Patriotic Reori-
entation and Construction (APRC) came to power when
Captain Yahya A. J. J. JAMMEH (1965— ) led a bloodless
coup against President Dawda Kairaba jawAra (1924— ).
Jawara had been The Gambia’s president since the coun-
try became a republic in 1970, but his government was
seen as increasingly corrupt and autocratic.

Jammeh quickly suspended the country’s constitu-
tion and officially banned all political action by opposi-
tion parties. He maintained control of the Gambian
military by purging the ranks of dissidents, and further
tightened his grip on the country by imposing govern-
ment censorship and harsh restrictions on the press.

Bowing to international pressure, Jammeh resigned
from the army for the presidential elections in 1996,
which he won handily. At the same time, the APRC as-
sumed control of both the Gambian house and legisla-
ture, but many condemned the elections as fixed in light
of Jammeh’s harsh government restrictions.
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Following Algerian independence in 1962, Algiers became increasingly urbanized, with modern, European-style architecture dominating
the city. This photo shows a section of the Algerian capital in 1967. © United Nations

Although many of the restrictions were lifted in time
for the presidential elections in 2001, the polling was
boycotted by all major parties, most notably the United
Democratic Party. This paved the way for Jammeh’s re-
election to a second five-year term. In 2002 legislative
elections also were heavily boycotted by opposition par-
ties, allowing the APRC to win 45 of the National Assem-
blys 53 seats. Though closely related, the APRC is
distinct from the Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Coun-
cil (AFPRC), which was the name of the military junta
led by Jammeh at the time of the coup.

Ambhara National Democratic Movement Leading
Ethiopian political party, instrumental in ousting President
MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM (c. 1937— ) and closely tied to
the current prime minister, MELES ZENAWI (1955— ).

The Amhara National Democratic Movement
(ANDM) was founded in 1989 as the Ethiopian People’s
Democratic Movement (EPDM). Its purpose was to draw
the Amhara people, long Ethiopia’s dominant ethnic and
political community, into the effort of the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) to oust President Mengistu from

power. Mengistu had taken control of ETHIOPIA in 1977
through a military coup. His Soviet-backed socialist gov-
ernment battled both Tigray and Eritrean separatist
movements, deepening the ethnic dividing lines in the
country just as it also faced a devastating famine. The
rebel coalition, under the name of the ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE’S
REVOLUTIONARY DEMOCRATIC FRONT (EPRDF), took con-
trol of the capital ADDIS ABABA in 1991, and Mengistu was
exiled to zZIMBABWE. The EPRDF leader, Meles Zenawi,
was elected to head the transitional government, and he
later assumed the role of prime minister.

After the success of the coalition, the EPDM became a
political party, changing its name to the Amhara National
Democratic Movement, in January 1994. As such it became
influential on the regional level, particularly among
Ethiopia’s northeast constituencies, as well as nationally.

See also: amHara (Vols. 1, 111, IV).

Amin, Idi (Idi Amin Dada) (c. 1925-2003) Former
Ugandan dictator

Perhaps the most notorious of Africa’s many brutal
dictators of the postcolonial era, Amin was born in
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Koboko in northwestern UGANDA. A member of the mi-
nority Kakwa ethnic group, Amin enlisted with the
King’s African Rifles, a British colonial army regiment,
while still in his teens. He fought in Burma during
World War II (1939-45) and then against the Mau Mau
rebels in KENYA. Amin eventually rose to the rank of
lieutenant, one of only two Ugandans to achieve that
distinction before independence. Tall and athletic, Amin
was also the heavyweight boxing champion of Uganda
from 1951 to 1960.

Upon Uganda’s independence, in 1963, President
Milton 0BOTE (1925-2000) overlooked Amin’s record of
brutality, which had greatly concerned the British colo-
nial authorities, and eventually promoted him to general.
The murder of one of Amin’s rival officers and the disap-
pearance of a large amount of military funds, however,
led Obote to become suspicious of the young general.
Sensing the threat, Amin launched a coup D’ETAT in 1971,
taking control of the government while Obote was out of
the country.

Seeking to eliminate any opposition to his control,
Amin immediately began his reign of terror. Supporters of
Obote were murdered en masse, including nearly half of
the armed forces personnel. His extermination squads
created a state of fear throughout Uganda.

In 1972 Amin ordered the expulsion of all non-citi-
zen Asians (primarily Indians) with the ostensible pur-
pose of Africanizing the economy Though initially
applauded by Ugandans who were tired of the Asian
dominance of trade, the mass expulsion had a profoundly
negative impact. The Asian expulsion, coupled with
Amin’s increased spending on the military (from 20 per-
cent of the national budget to 60 percent), essentially de-
stroyed Uganda’s economy.

Also in 1972, Amin abruptly converted to Islam and
declared his intent to make Uganda a Muslim nation.
This was in direct conflict with the previous Ugandan al-
liance with Western powers and Israel. Amin began sup-
port of the Palestine Liberation Movement (PLO) and
garnered funds from LiBya for the purposes of spreading
Islam in Uganda. It remained in question, however, as to
whether these funds were put to this use.

In 1976 PLO terrorists hijacked an Air France jet and
forced it to land in Uganda’s major airport in the
city of eNTEBBE. Though Amin’s involvement in the
hijacking has not been verified, Ugandan troops
aided in guarding the hostages. A daring raid by
Israeli special forces ended the standoff with mini-
mal casualties, but Amin, outraged by the result, ex-
ecuted 200 members of his government and military.

By 1976 Amin’s rule had fully demolished any sem-
blance of a functioning state in Uganda. Retaliating against
growing internal and international pressure, he engaged in
further large-scale massacres, mainly targeting certain eth-
nic groups, such as the Acholi and Langi. As divisions
emerged within the military, Amin attempted diversionary
tactics to avoid losing power. Using the pretext of an inva-
sion from TANZANIA, Amin attacked Tanzania’s northwest-
ern province of Kagera. This proved his undoing, for the
Tanzanians, supported by exiled Ugandan troops, pushed
into Uganda, and, in 1979, captured the capital city of
KAMPALA. Amin fled to Libya before relocating to Saudi
Arabia—where he received sanctuary as a Muslim—along
with a number of his wives and several of his 43 children.
All told, Amin’s eight-year regime resulted in the deaths of
300,000 to 500,000 Ugandans. Amin died in Saudi Arabia
in August 2003, from complications related to a kidney
ailment.

See also: ARMIES, COLONIAL (Vol. IV) ISLAM, INFLU-
ENCE OF (Vol. V); Mau MAU (Vol. 1IV); OBOTE, MILTON
(Vol. 1V).

Amnesty International and Africa The worlds
leading HUMAN RIGHTS organization, Amnesty Interna-
tional has played an influential role in pushing for the
transparency of African regimes. Founded in the United
Kingdom in 1961, Amnesty International promotes inter-
nationally recognized human rights worldwide. The orga-
nization has campaigned in virtually every African country.
Its first action in Africa occurred in 1962, when the organi-
zation fought for the release of Ghanaian “prisoners of
conscience,” or people who were jailed solely for express-
ing their political views. The same year, the organization
sent a representative to SOUTH AFRICA to observe the trial of
Nelson MANDELA (1918 ), who was acquitted of treason.
Later, in 1965, Amnesty International supported the cause
of South Africas political prisoners who challenged the
government’s policies of APARTHEID, or racial segregation.
As the South African political structure changed in the
1990s, Amnesty International was on hand to document
the treatment of former political prisoners and to uncover
the crimes of government-sponsored “death squads,”
groups that systematically murdered political opponents
during the apartheid era. In NIGERIA Amnesty Interna-
tional has recorded the human rights transgressions of
myriad military leaders, including General Sani ABACHA
(1943-1998), who ruled the country in the 1990s. The
organization even criticized the democratically elected
government of Nigerian president Olusegun OBASANJO (c.
1937- ), demonstrating that it is willing to speak out on
human rights abuses by all governments, not only those
that may be perceived by the international community as
despotic. With the rise of democracy in Africa in the
1990s, Amnesty International has expanded its role to be-



come a force for the continued expansion of civil liberties
and government accountability.

Amnesty International’s stated mission is “to under-
take research and action focused on preventing and
ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and
mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expres-
sion, and freedom from discrimination, within the
context of our work to promote all human rights.”

ANC See AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

Angola  Southwest African country, about 476,200
square miles (1,233,400 sq km) in area, bordered by the
Democratic Republic of the CONGO, ZAMBIA, NAMIBIA,
and the Atlantic Ocean. Also part of Angola is CABINDA, a
northern province that is separate from the main part of
the country. From 1960 to the present, Angola has un-
dergone the transition from Portuguese colonial rule to
independence to civil war and, finally, to a rocky road to-
ward DEMOCRATIZATION.

In the late 1950s the Angolan people joined with the
people of other African nations in calling for their libera-
tion from colonial rule. However, Portugal, the colonial
power in Angola, proved resistant to independence. An-
golan liberation movements exploded onto the scene in the
early 1960s, with the country’s major ethnic groups repre-
sented by different parties and organizations. The militaris-
tic NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA (Frente
Nacional de Libertacdo de Angola, FNLA), a group repre-
senting the Kongo people, was led by Holden ROBERTO
(1923— ). Also taking arms against the colonial system
was the Marxist POPULAR MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION OF
ANGOLA (Movimento Popular de Libertacio de Angola,
MPLA), led by Agostinho NETO (1922-1979), a group that
represented the country’s large Mbundu population.

By 1966 the FNLA leadership came to an impasse, and
Jonas saviMBl (1934-2002) split from the group to found
the NATIONAL UNION FOR THE TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF AN-
GoLA (Unido Nacional para a Independéncia Total de An-
gola, UNITA). Made up mostly of ethnic Ovimbundu and
Chokwe soldiers, UNITA immediately became a major
force in the independence struggle. The three rebel groups
were united in the aim of independence from Portugal, but
ethnic and ideological differences had them all facing off
against each other by the end of the 1960s.

In 1974 the government of Portugal was overthrown.
An administration was installed that was willing to relin-
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quish control of its overseas possessions, and it became
clear that Angolan independence was not far off. In
January 1975 the three competing Angolan liberation
movements, the MPLA, FNLA, and UNITA, met in KENYA
to discuss the future of their nation. Under the auspices
of Kenyan president Jomo KENYATTA (c. 1891-1978), the
Angolan representatives forged a trilateral agreement that
called for each of the three organizations to recognize of-
ficially the right of the others to exist. It also formalized
their mutual desire for a transitional government when-
ever independence from Portugal finally came.

On November 11, 1975, the MPLA declared Ango-
lan independence. However, the FNLA and UNITA par-
ties refused to acknowledge MPLA legitimacy and held
separate independence ceremonies of their own.
Because there was no clear successor to the Portuguese
colonial government, Portugal, too, refused to acknowl-
edge exclusive MPLA rule. As it proceeded to act as the
official Angolan government, the MPLA found that in-
dependence did not necessarily improve the domestic
situation, which was still rife with internal conflicts and
ethnic aggression.

MPLA forces had control of the capital, LUANDA, and
were supported by personnel and military hardware from
both Cuba and the former Soviet Union. The FNLA and
UNITA both received assistance from various, often con-
flicting sources, including the United States, China,
Portugal, and sOUTH AFRICA. Both groups used outside as-
sistance to continue waging their guerrilla campaigns,
now against their own countrymen in the MPLA. Soon,
however, the FNLA pulled out of what was by then a full-
blown civil war, and its former members joined the ranks
of the MPLA and UNITA.

A striking part of the Angolan civil war was the
widespread abuse of children on both sides of the
conflict. Young boys of all ethnicities were ab-
ducted and trained to fight on the front lines or
perform other dangerous tasks, such as clearing
minefields. It was not uncommon for these ab-
ducted children to be forced to murder their own
parents and burn their villages in order to elimi-
nate the possibility of returning to their native
home. Girls, too, were abducted from villages and
made to cook and perform sexual favors for the
rank-and-file members of the warring factions.

By the end of the 1970s the Angolan conflict had
been drawn into the vortex of the Cold War, with the
United States and the former Soviet Union supporting op-
posing sides in the conflict, often through third party
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“proxy” forces, including South Africa and Cuba, respec-
tively. In this way, both sides in the conflict greatly im-
proved their military technology and their ability to kill
the other. As a result massive casualties—more than
500,000 in all—piled up on both sides.

In 1988 the bloody Battle of Cuito Cuanavale led to
the withdrawal of South African and Cuban troops from
southern Angola. Over the next three years, hostilities
abated enough for the MPLA and UNITA to agree to plan
an end to the war. The Bicesse Accords, signed in 1991,
paved the way for elections to be held in 1992. The
closely observed and generally fair elections confirmed
the MPLA as the legitimate government in Angola.
Savimbi, however, deemed the elections fraudulent, re-ig-
niting the UNITA guerrilla campaign and once again
turning Angola into a bloodbath.

The Angolan military conflict was costly not only in
human lives lost but also monetarily. By 1990, when the
end of the Cold War had caused the foreign powers to lose
interest in the Angolan conflict, the warring sides were
forced to look elsewhere for financial resources. Before

long the two sides found that they could fund their cam-
paigns with Angola’s rich NATURAL RESOURCES. The MPLA
used OIL revenues, which account for 80 to 90 percent of
Angola’s state income, to build up its war chest. UNITA,
for its part, turned to the diamond market. Ignoring the
de Beers cartel, which controls the international diamond
trade, Savimbi and UNITA raised hundreds of millions of
dollars by selling unofficial “conflict diamonds” outside of
the regulated business channels. In this way both sides
maintained their ability to wage war until 2002. That year
government troops of MPLA President José Eduardo pos
SANTOS (1942- ) assassinated Savimbi, removing
UNITA’s only real leader and thereby terminating the orga-
nization’s ability to continue fighting.

Angola is now a republic divided into 18 provinces.
It has a constitution and a National Assembly. The presi-
dent, appointed by the victorious party in multiparty
elections, enjoys a strong position in government. Cur-
rently, the Angolan government is headed by dos Santos,
an MPLA official who has held his post since Agostinho
Neto died in 1979.

In 1974 a coup d’état in Portugal led the country to relinquish its African colonies. On the eve of Angolan independence in 1975, two

happy soldiers, one Portuguese and one Angolan, celebrated the pending withdrawal of Portuguese troops. © United Nations/J. P. Laffont



Immediate challenges facing Angola include poor ED-
ucaTION and lacking health facilities, especially concern-
ing HIV/AIDS, which has devastated certain regions. Also,
after nearly three decades of civil war, the Angolan econ-
omy is in shambles. Numerous other war-related problems
exist as well, including sporadic resurfacing of hostilities
and millions of unexploded land mines and ordnance
throughout the countryside. On the positive side, Angola
could have one of the world’s fastest growing economies if
oil production reaches its potential. Further, the reintegra-
tion of former UNITA soldiers into positions in the
Angolan military and government is proving successful,
and former child combatants are returning to their homes
in peace.

Angola has vast amounts of natural resources, in-
cluding oil, diamonds, iron, phosphates, copper,
and uranium. Angola’s agricultural expORTs include
bananas, sugar cane, coffee, corn, cotton, manioc,
and tobacco. The country also exports livestock
and fish.

See also: ancora (Vols. 1, 11, 111, V); civiL waRrs (Vol.
V); cOLONIAL RULE (Vol. IV); ETHNIC CONFLICT IN AFRICA
(Vol. V); ETHNIC GROUP (Vol. I); ETHNICITY AND IDENTITY
(Vol. 1); HIv/AIDS IN AFRICA (Vol. V); INDEPENDENCE MOVE-
MENTS (Vol. V); NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVE-
MENTS (Vol. 1IV); oviMBUNDU (Vol. 1V); PORTUGAL AND
AFRICA (Vols. 11, TV, V); SOVIET UNION AND AFRICA (Vols.
IV); UNITED STATES AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Further reading: James Ciment, Angola and Mozam-
bique: Postcolonial Wars in Southern Africa (New York:
Facts on File, 1997); Linda Heywood, Contested Power in
Angola, 1840s to the Present (Rochester, N.Y.: University of
Rochester Press, 2000); Keith Somerville, Angola: Politics,
Economics, and Society (Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner
Publishers, 1986).

Anjouan Island of the coMoros archipelago. A sepa-
ratist movement begun on the island in 1997 brought
about a period of instability and resulted in a new
Comorian constitution granting each island greater auton-
omy. Since Comorian independence in 1975, the people of
Anjouan (also called Nzwani) and the neighboring island
of Moheli (Mwali) asserted that they did not receive
enough support from the central government on the main
island of Grand Comoros (Ngazidja). Complaints centered
around a lack of opportunity and low standard of living.

As a result of this general dissatisfaction on Anjouan,
in August 1997 Abdallah Ibrahim and his Anjouanais
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Popular Movement began attempts to secede from the
Comoros union; Moheli soon joined the movement.
Their initial proposal was to return the two islands to the
status of a French territory, but when France refused this
arrangement, they sought outright independence.

To make the secession movement legitimate, in
October 1997 Abdallah Ibrahim called for a referendum,
which revealed nearly unanimous support for self-deter-
mination. The referendum also marked the beginning of
Anjouan’s five years of armed conflict with the Comorian
central government. Four months later a second referen-
dum in Anjouan called for a new constitution for the
Comoros. Abdallah Ibrahim briefly claimed a new presi-
dency and formed an Anjouan government, but he soon
turned power over to Col. Said Abeid Abderemane. In
August 1999 an Anjouan National Assembly was voted
in. In August 2001 Abeid was removed from power in a
couP D’ETAT led by soldiers loyal to Col. Mohamed Bacar
(1962- ).

The following year, in a pivotal action, the people of
the Comoros as a whole approved by referendum a new
constitution. This innovative document codified a con-
federation that would allow for highly independent island
governments to function within a Comorian union. The
AFRICAN UNION had to step in to sponsor negotiations
thereafter, but the new arrangement marked a first step
toward peace and reconciliation in the Comoros.

See also: FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V).

Annan, Kofi (1938— ) Secretary-general of the United
Nations

Kofi Atta Annan was born to Fante parents in
KUMASI, in what was then the British Gold Coast colony
(present-day GHANA). After studying in Kumasi, he won a
scholarship in 1959 to study at Macalester College in St.
Paul, Minnesota, where he earned a degree in economics.
While a student, Annan witnessed the American civil
rights movement, which he related to the struggle for
Ghana’s independence. Annan then studied in Switzer-
land before taking a position with the World Health Or-
ganization, a division of the United Nations (UN). This
served as a launching point for Annan’s UN career, and he
went on to various positions in cities such as cAiro and
ADDIS ABABA before being promoted to the UN headquar-
ters in New York City. From 1990 to 1996, Annan headed
successful UN activities in Iraq and Bosnia-Herzegovina.
In 1993 he achieved promotion to under-secretary-gen-
eral, and in 1996 Annan was elected secretary-general,
becoming the first black African to assume the position,
as well as the first to be appointed from within UN ranks.

As secretary-general, Annan has faced a number of
pressing issues in relation to Africa, most immediately
the refugee situations arising from CIvVIL WARS in coun-
tries such as RwANDA and the Democratic Republic of the
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CONGO. In 1998 Annan launched a UN mission to help
establish civilian rule in NIGERIA, and in 1999 he bro-
kered an agreement with the North African country of
LiBYA regarding the surrender of the perpetrators of the
1988 airline bombing over Lockerbie, Scotland. Annan’s
efforts, both in Africa and in the tumultuous Middle East,
earned him and the United Nations the Nobel Peace Prize
in 2001.

Annan was in charge of UN peacekeeping efforts in
1994, when ethnic violence between the HuTU and
TUTsI populations in Rwanda resulted in the deaths
of as many as one million people. When Annan vis-
ited Rwanda as secretary-general, in 1998, many in
the government boycotted his appearances out of
anger for the United Nations’ failure to intervene in
the massacres. Annan admitted that the United
Nations failed in this instance due to the absence of
“political will” among its members.

Fluent in English, French, and a number of African
languages, Annan has promoted the United Nations’ in-
volvement in several issues of special importance to Africa,
particularly DEVELOPMENT, POVERTY, HUMAN RIGHTS, ENVI-
RONMENTAL IsSUES, and HIV/AIDS, which Annan has called
his “personal priority.” In 2001 Annan was appointed to a
second term as Secretary-General, a testament to his popu-
larity in the organization.

See also: HIv/AIDS AND AFRICA (Vol. V); REFUGEES
(Vol. V); UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

Antananarivo (Tananarive) Capital city of MADA-
GASCAR, located in the islands central highlands.
Founded in 1625 among rocky ridges that rise 4,700 feet
(1,433 m) above sea level, Antananarivo served as the
capital of the Merina as their monarchy grew to dominate
the island in the 19th century. Antananarivo then served
as the capital of Madagascar throughout the French colo-
nial period (1896-1960), and remained so at indepen-
dence in 1960.

Antananarivo remains the country’s center for eco-
nomic, cultural, and administrative activities. Major in-
dustries include tobacco farming, food processing, and
manufacturing of leather goods and textiles. The city is
home to the University of Antananarivo (founded in
1961), an astronomical observatory, the French Residency,
and several Anglican and Roman Catholic cathedrals. An-
tananarivo is connected by good roads to Toamasina, the
island’s main east coast port, the cities of Antsirabe, Fia-
narantsoa, and Mahajanga, and the rice-producing region

of Lake Alaotra. In addition, an international airport is lo-
cated in nearby Ivato.

Antananarivo was originally organized following
feudal caste divisions, with the royal family (Ati-
nandriana) at the highest elevation, and the seven
noble castes (Andriambaventy) descending in order.
Free people (Hova) lived in the commercial area
below the nobles, and slaves (Andevo), lived in
their quarters below them. Under the French the
city remained divided into sectors by location on
the hills, with the Royal Estate at the highest eleva-
tion, the banks and administrative buildings below
it, and the commercial district occupying the low-
est areas of the city.

Present-day Antananarivo is a city of contrasts. It has
a rich history as a center of Malagasy culture, and its
rolling hills and unique architectural influences make it a
city of beauty and drama. Boutiques selling precious
stones and fine French clothing line the streets of the
Haute Ville; banks and industries abound.

At the same time, Antananarivo has a homeless pop-
ulation that the United Nations estimates at more than
10,000; up to 6,000 street children eke out an existence
by begging. Narrow streets are continuously overwhelmed
by high traffic, and air and water quality are among the
worst in the world. Although the number of doctors has
increased, most people are too poor to afford their ser-
vices, and MEDICINE is poorly distributed. Public EDUCA-
TION is wanting, and, in some places, shantytowns and
substandard houses dominate the landscape. As URBAN-
IZATION continues, the city’s limited number of industrial
and civil servant jobs will fail to provide enough work for
a population that, by 1999, had already grown to more
than 2 million.

See also: ANDRIANAMPOINIMERINA (Vol. 1II); FRANCE
AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V); MERINA (Vols. 111, IV); URBAN
LIFE AND CULTURE (Vols. IV, V).

anthropology and Africa Anthropology is a social-
science discipline concerned with the study of humans
and their societies in all their dimensions. Of particular
concern to anthropology as it developed as a field of
study was understanding how human societies and their
cultures have evolved. Also, during the colonial era an-
thropological studies provided important information
about African societies for colonial administrators. By
1960 anthropologists had produced a substantial body of
works on Africa’s peoples. But these studies were virtually



all by outsiders, mostly British, who were based in
European universities and research institutes as well as in
the few universities on the continent. With the passing of
colonial rule and the coming of independence, the disci-
pline underwent tremendous change.

Independence for Africa brought tremendous intellec-
tual change as well. A whole new field of academic inquiry,
AFRICAN STUDIES, opened up. HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP ON
AFRICA entered an entirely new phase, one that could prop-
erly be called the beginning of major historical writing
about Africa. Anthropology in Africa also underwent a
fundamental transformation. While in contrast to history
there was already a major body of published studies, con-
tinuing along established paths of inquiry increasingly
out of step with overall thinking about Africa. Thus while
the classical earlier studies of African societies focused on
small communities that were viewed as closed systems,
anthropologists now had to show the interaction of local
communities with the larger world. Also, American
scholars began to enter the field in large numbers and
Africans also began to take their place in the ranks of an-
thropologists.

One of the major shifts in the 1960s was to focus on
the economy, leading to the sub-field of economic anthro-
pology. For example, the British scholar Polly Hill
(1914- ) produced a pioneering study of migrant cocoa
farmers in GHANA and did subsequent work on economic
transformations among the HAUSA of northern NIGERIA.
Given the importance of AGRICULTURE in African
economies and the role of both FOOD CROPS and cASH
CROPS in Africa’s DEVELOPMENT, the interest in economic
anthropology led some anthropologists into development
anthropology. Some of the early studies in this context re-
flected back to colonial anthropology in that they sought
to explain the workings of African societies and econ-
omies to various international and national officials en-
gaged in implementing development projects. This ap-
proach has come under increasing criticism, however, as
in James Ferguson’s (1959— ) 1990 critique from an an-
thropological perspective of the conceptual underpin-
nings of the development community.

Economic issues stretch well beyond agricultural
communities and workers. One important area of focus
has been on MARKETS. A recent book by Karen Tranberg
Hansen, for example, examines the market for second-
hand clothing in zamBla. The clothing comes from Europe
and the United States and makes up a multibillion-dollar
business. The book’s title, Salaula, which literally means
“to rummage through a pile,” captures the local view of
the buying and selling of these clothes. Other studies are
looking at the role of transnational African traders both
within Africa and outside the continent. They are to be
found in major cities such as Paris, London, and New
York, and studies on them have increasingly contributed
to our knowledge of a new African diaspora.
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The study of African URBAN LIFE AND CULTURE has
constituted another new direction for the anthropological
study of Africa. Except for a few pioneering scholars such
as J. Clyde Mitchell (1918- ), who examined life on
Zambia’s Copperbelt, there were few anthropological stud-
ies of urban life prior to 1960. Also contributing to this is
James Ferguson, who has provided an important ethnogra-
phy of urban lives on the present-day Copperbelt. Another
dimension of urban culture is the role of women. A 1996
study by Kathleen Sheldon (1952— ) examined the place
of women in terms of “courtyards, markets, [and] city
streets.” Women are also intricantly involved in the pro-
cess of URBANIZATION, which has often involved migration
of women from the rural areas to the cities. There women
often play an important role in feeding the people of
African cities. Indeed, as Jane Guyer noted in a 1987 study,
women provide much of the basic LABOR in farming and as
well as the effort in marketing much of the produce of the
fields.

Anthropologists have also begun to study how earlier
anthropological knowledge came into being. This can be
through writing about the lives of other anthropologists,
such as the biography of Colin Turnbull (1924-1994)
written by Roy Grinker (1961- ) in 2000. It can also
take the form of an examination of a colonial African re-
search institute, such as Lyn Schumakers study of the
Rhodes-Livingstone Institute in colonial Zambia. Another
example is Johannes Fabian, a Dutch scholar who exam-
ined the psychological state of the 19th-century explorers
and ethnographers in his book, Out of Our Minds (2000).
Fabian argued that explorers’ descriptions of their en-
counters with African societies—descriptions on which
later scholarship relied—were clouded by drugs, illness,
alcohol, fatigue, and violence.

See also: ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); cop-
PERBELT (Vol. IV); WOMEN IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further reading: Jack Goody, The Expansive Mo-
ment: The Rise of Social Anthropology in Britain and Africa,
1918-1970 (New York: Cambridge University Press,
1995); Sally Falk Moore, Anthropology and Africa: Chang-
ing Perspectives on a Changing Scene (Charlottesville, Va.:
Univ. Press of Virginia, 1994); Lyn Schumaker, Africaniz-
ing Anthropology: Fieldwork, Networks, and the Making of
Cultural Knowledge in Central Africa (Durham, N.C.:
Duke University Press, 2001).

apartheid Legalized system of racial segregation that
characterized the state of souTH AFricA from 1948 to
1991. The word means, literally, “aparthood,” or sepa-
rateness, in AFRIKAANS. The history of strict racial segre-
gation in South Africa dated back to the founding of the
Union of South Africa, in 1910. After that time the coun-
try’s all-white parliament successfully pushed legislation
that limited blacks’ participation in society, politics, and
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business and industry. After World War II (1939-45),
when most other African countries were beginning the
push toward independence, South Africa began the pro-
cess of completely segregating its society by race. When
the conservative National Party was elected to power by
an all-white electorate in 1948, legalized racial segrega-
tion, called apartheid, was institutionalized.

In the early 1950s the National Party government,
led by Prime Minister Hendrik VERWOERD (1901-1966),
enacted laws that prevented blacks from getting good
jobs or living or working in certain areas reserved for
whites. Additional laws banned interracial sexual rela-
tions and marriage, while other legislation provided a
framework for the implementation of BANTU EDUCATION,
a system that fostered racial segregation. Among the most
controversial apartheid laws were the pass laws, which
required black South Africans to carry identification pa-
pers with them at all times. Taken as a whole, the laws
isolated blacks from white society and discriminated
against them in all facets of social organization. Once
apartheid laws were in place, the South African govern-
ment used them to silence opposition with brutal and
systematic efficiency. In 1960 it declared the AFRICAN Na-
TIONAL CONGRESS (ANC), the PAN-AFRICANIST CONGRESS
(PAC), and other opposition organizations illegal, thus
driving them underground. The result was a sharply seg-
regated society in which only whites enjoyed basic
HUMAN RIGHTS.

Under apartheid, blacks were forced to relocate to
nominally independent BANTUSTANS, or “tribal home-
lands,” which the government had set aside for black set-
tlement. In general, these areas were too small or lacked
sufficient NATURAL RESOURCES to sustain the populations
that the government consigned to them. Moreover, they
lacked a viable economic base capable of encouraging DE-
VELOPMENT. The ultimate aim of the Bantustan system
was to give blacks the status of “foreigners” in the rest of
South Africa, thereby stripping them of any civil protec-
tions as soon as they left their territories. Urban Africans
consistently objected to moving onto the overcrowded,
barren Bantustans. Even so, the state forcibly relocated
3.5 million Africans between 1963 and 1985.

With the beginnings of the BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS
MOVEMENT in the late 1960s, South Africans exhibited a
heightened race consciousness and a fierce determination
to end racial discrimination. The government’s repressive
tactics aimed at crushing the growing opposition were, by
and large, successful for the duration of the 1960s and
into the early 1970s. However, they transformed South
Africa into a police state in which basic civil liberties
were routinely abridged or violated.

As the white-minority government stubbornly in-
sisted on clinging to apartheid, South Africa’s standing in
the international community progressively eroded. In
1973 the UN General Assembly went so far as to declare

apartheid “a crime against humanity.” Four years later the
UN Security Council authorized an arms embargo against
the country.

One of the most effective means by which the South
African government repressed its opposition was
through “banning.” An entire political or social
group might be banned, making future meetings il-
legal and marking its members for special surveil-
lance. An individual might be banned, as well,
meaning that that person was prohibited from at-
tending social, political, or educational gatherings
and was required to remain within certain bound-
aries. A banned person was also prohibited from
preparing any document for publication and could
be arrested for communicating with other banned
individuals. Although most of the people banned
were black, whites who joined the Communist Party
also frequently received banning orders.

The struggle against apartheid acquired a new sense
of urgency on June 16, 1976, with the shooting of
teenage African students who were protesting against
mandatory school instruction in Afrikaans, which in their
view was the language of the oppressor. In response to
the shooting, a protest occurred in SOWETO, a black town-
ship southwest of JOHANNESBURG. Soon, however, riots
and protests spread to other urban centers across the
country, as black youth rose rebellion.

The government responded by declaring a state of
emergency and violently repressing all forms of anti-gov-
ernment agitation. The harsh government response cata-
pulted South Africa into the international spotlight, where
it became the target of intense condemnation. As neighbor-
ing countries gained their independence, power transferred
to Africans, who found South Africa’s white-minority gov-
ernment repugnant. Several Western governments cut off
trade with South Africa and otherwise imposed restric-
tions on investment. The South African economy, which
had thrived in the 1960s, began to stall.

Responding to this crisis, in the latter half of the
1970s Prime Minister P W. BOTHA (1916— ) embarked
on a series of reforms, with the goal of reinforcing
apartheid by rationalizing it and easing some of its restric-
tions. Over the next several years Botha dismantled many
features of “petty apartheid,” those facets of apartheid that
kept the races apart in the public sphere. As a result
blacks and whites were once again allowed to marry, and
many beaches, parks, and other public amenities were de-
segregated. The process Botha initiated also brought about
the eventual legal recognition of black LABOR UNIONS.
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By 1973, apartheid touched on all aspects of life in South Africa, even everyday actions like sitting on a public park bench. © UPI

Africans became legally entitled to occupy skilled indus-
trial positions for the first time since the 1920s. The hated
pass system, which profoundly limited the mobility of
Africans, was eliminated in 1985. In an especially contro-
versial move, Botha introduced a three-chamber parlia-
ment, one that gave representation to Coloured and
Indian South Africans, but significantly, excluded the
country’s majority population group—black Africans.

In 1983 the multiracial UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT
(UDF) was established to fight this development. The
UDF represented more than 500 organizations, among
them trade unions, civic associations, and various philan-
thropic groups dedicated to ending the inequities of
apartheid. Anti-apartheid demonstrations became in-
creasingly militant and often violent. Public protests, al-
though illegal, were frequently held, often at the funerals
of slain anti-apartheid activists. These strikes, boycotts,
and marches collectively demonstrated the strength and
determination of the liberation movement.

For his efforts, Botha was criticized on all fronts. The
country’s anti-apartheid activists felt his reforms were not
aggressive enough. Afrikaner hard-liners, on the other
hand, opposed all concessions to the nation’s black ma-
jority. Within the Afrikaner community, the relative unity
it once enjoyed broke down at more than just the political
level. Several key Afrikaner business leaders opened talks
with the exiled leaders of the African National Congress,
recognizing the inevitability of soon having to negotiate
with the black majority.

Other developments also gave indication of the gov-
ernments inability to stem the rising tide of opposition.
In 1984 a renewed wave of anti-government protests and
violence swept over the country, causing the government
to declare another repressive state of emergency. Interna-
tional condemnation mounted in the wake of this new
South African crackdown. The awarding of the 1984
Noble Peace Prize to Desmond TUTU (1931- ), the An-
glican archbishop outspoken in his opposition to South
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Africa’s racial policies, was intended to send an unam-
biguous political message. The U.S. Congress passed the
Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act, overriding the veto
of President Ronald Reagan (1911-2004). It imposed re-
strictions on American capital investment, the importa-
tion of South African goods, and direct airline access
between the two countries. Both the Reagan administra-
tion and the conservative government of Great Britain
generally pursued a conciliatory diplomatic approach to-
ward South Africa—a policy called CONSTRUCTIVE EN-
GAGEMENT—and opted to promote progress in racial
relations through positive incentives instead of public crit-
icism. The approach, however, yielded little in the way of
tangible results. International pressure mounted, resulting
in further economic and diplomatic sanctions that se-
verely undermined the already struggling South African
economy.

In 1988 Botha suffered a stroke, precipitating a rapid
and unprecedented sequence of events. Within months E
W. DE KLERK (1936— ) assumed the presidency. In re-
sponse to the growing crisis the apartheid state faced, de
Klerk began implementing the integration of black South
Africans into mainstream political life. Although he
sought to preserve white privilege in his targeted reforms
of apartheid, de Klerk also demonstrated a willingness to
extend much more significant concessions to black South
Africans. For example, he entered into negotiations with
Nelson MANDELA (1918— ), the former and future leader
of the ANC who had been imprisoned since 1963, to dis-
cuss a future political arrangement that would include
the black population. On December 2, 1990, de Klerk an-
nounced that Mandela and other political prisoners
would be unconditionally released from prison.

Within two years de Klerk and Mandela began the
process of rescinding the apartheid laws that had sepa-
rated South Africans for so long. For their efforts toward
a peaceful transition to a new, more inclusive South
African state, de Klerk and Mandela were jointly awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994. In April of that year South
Africa held the first national elections in which all South
Africans of age could freely vote. When the ANC won the
elections Mandela became South Africa’s first black presi-
dent, and his long-held dream of an apartheid-free South
Africa was that much closer to becoming a reality.

See also: BaAskAaAP (Vol. 1V); ETHNIC CONFLICT IN
AFRICA (Vol. V); ETHNICITY AND IDENTITY (Vol. I); RACISM
AND RACE RELATIONS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: R. Hunt Davis, Jr., ed., Apartheid
Unravels (Gainesville, Fla.: University of Florida Press,
1991); Heather Deegan, The Politics of the New South
Africa: Apartheid and After (New York: Longman, 2001).

Arab world and Africa The Arab world inextricably
overlaps Africa in language, culture, economy, RELIGION,

and geopolitical concerns. There is a long history of in-
teraction between the Arabian peninsula and the African
continent, some of it going back to ancient times. As
Islam rose in the seventh century CE it spread throughout
the north of the continent into modern day LIBYA,
TUNISIA, ALGERIA, and MOROCCO, and the northern por-
tions of the states running along the Sahelian belt south
of the Sahara. It then continued down Africa’s east coast.
Religion joined trade in bringing together hitherto dis-
parate civilizations. The result has been cultural and lin-
guistic blending. The Arab world and Africa are thus not
separate. The Arab world covers an area of 5.4 million
square miles (14.2 million sq km), much of it overlap-
ping the African continent.

The uneasy relationship between North and sub-Sa-
haran Africa has been instrumental in guiding the rela-
tionship between the continent and the Arabian
peninsula. Battleground states such as NIGERIA, the Re-
public of the supAN, and cHAD, in the north, and KENYA
and TANZANIA, in the east, have seen tumultuous civil
conflicts between Muslim and non-Muslim regions of the
country. In each of these cases African Muslims have
turned to support from other corners of the Arab world
to gain a foothold within their own countries. In turn,
Arab countries benefited from increases in pan-Arab na-
tionalism associated with conflicts with and within non-
Arab states.

Geopolitics also guides Arab-African relations. The
Arab League was formed in 1945 in an effort to create a
single Arab state. Nine of its 22 member countries are in
Africa: pjiBOUTI, Algeria, Tunisia, Sudan, somaLia, The co-
MOROS, EGYPT, Morocco, and MAURITANIA. The Arab League
has never garnered the power necessary to achieve its orig-
inal objective, but it has been influential in creating a polit-
ical interest bloc.

The most obvious arena for observing Arab solidar-
ity was during the ARAB-ISRAELI WARS. As early as the
Bandung Afro-Asian Conference (1955), nascent African
countries signed a resolution condemning Israeli occu-
pation of Arab lands. With independence in the 1960s,
new African countries could join and vote in the United
Nations, where they were quick to vote with the Arab
bloc. Further, when the ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY
was formed in 1963, it immediately had a close relation-
ship with the Arab League, since it shared many con-
stituencies. At a critical stage in 1973 Algerian President
Houari BOUMEDIENNE (1927-1978) became chairman of
the non-aligned movement. The movement passed reso-
lutions supporting Egypt, Syria, and Jordan against Is-
rael's occupation. Leaders in the African countries of
TOGO and zAiRE (present-day Democratic Republic of the
CONGO) rapidly severed ties with Israel, and nearly every
country on the continent followed suit. As argued by
Zaire’s president at the time, MOBUTU SESE SEKO (1930-
1997), there was an African dimension to the Arab-Israeli



conflict. Two decades passed before the majority of
African countries once again had reestablished ties with
Israel.

Nationalist goals have guided African policies to-
wards Middle Eastern Arab countries. Israel was a long-
time supporter of ETHIOPIA in its effort to block the
formation of an independent state of ERITREA. The Jewish
state funded insurgency movements against the govern-
ments in Algeria, Nigeria, MOZAMBIQUE, and elsewhere.
As a result, governments have turned to Arab counter-
parts to seek assistance with training and funding.

The Arab-Israeli conflict has played out in the African
Arab world in other ways. Israel was a supporter of the
APARTHEID regime in SOUTH AFRICA. It maintained eco-
nomic, political, and military ties long after South Africa
was marginalized by the rest of the world. FRONTLINE
STATES, such as BOTswaNA and Mozambique, were thus
quick to lend support to the Arab cause not out of cultural
or religious solidarity but out of political agreement.

France has also played a unique role in shaping the
Arab world relationship with Africa. President Charles de
Gaulle (1890-1970) introduced the France Arab Policy in
1967, following the Six-Day War in which Israel gained
territory from Jordan, Egypt, and Syria. De Gaulle saw
presidential politics as being enhanced by “strongman”
leadership. He used this position to encourage the rise of
African strongmen such as President Félix HOUPHOUET-
BOIGNY (1905-1993) of 1vOrRY coast, who supported
French efforts to nurture relations with Arab states while
providing French trading opportunities. France’s role as a
mediator has seen a resurgence under President Jacques
Chirac (1932- ), who had strong ties to Arab countries
dating back to his early presidential ambitions in the mid-
1970s. In particular, he maintained close ties to President
Muammar QADDAFI (1942— ) of Libya and, more auspi-
ciously, he strongly supported President Henri Konan
Bédié (1934— ), Houphouét-Boigny’s protege.

A fourth way in which the Arab world and Africa
have come together geopolitically and economically is in
oIL production. For example, Nigeria is a member of the
ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES
(OPEC). This effectively means that oil proceeds, the
backbone of the Nigerian economy, are governed by limi-
tations placed by an international organization dominated
by Arab member states. Other oil-producing countries in
sub-Sarahan Africa, such as ANGoLA, Chad, and GABON,
are not presently OPEC members, but the organization
dominates the price of the resource, significantly influenc-
ing those countries’ economies.

Qaddafi has been a tremendous individual force in
linking the Arab world and Africa. He long sought influ-
ence in the Arab League and held sway over other leaders
in the Arab world. Then, in 1999, he turned over to inter-
national authorities two Libyan men suspected of bomb-
ing a Pan Am flight over Lockerbie, Scotland. This greatly
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improved his diplomatic position in Europe, where Libyan
trade rapidly increased. It also made great strides toward
rebuilding Libya’s relationship with the United States.
However, Qaddafi’s move eroded his support in the Arab
world and dashed his hopes of becoming the preeminent
pan-Arab leader. He then focused on pan-African leader-
ship, becoming a pivotal force in the establishment of the
AFRICAN UNION. His unique combination of Arab and
African leadership has made him a lynchpin between the
two worlds.

Today’s global political climate, and in particular the
U.S.-led war on TERRORISM, has led to a divide within the
African Arab world. In particular, the United States has
invested significantly in East Africa and the Horn of Africa,
mandating cooperation from countries such as Somalia,
Djibouti, and Kenya, all of which had strong historical ties
with the Arabian peninsula. When these countries agreed
to join the United States in the war on terrorism, it chal-
lenged some of the established relationships between Arab
and African partners.

Compounding newly strained relations between the
sub-continent and Middle Eastern Arab countries has
been the precipitous drop in foreign ECONOMIC ASSIS-
TANCE. Arab aid to Africa peaked in 1976 and then fell 44
percent by 1982. In the 1990s aid from Arab countries
became more institutionalized and project-oriented. The
Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa, head-
quartered in KHARTOUM, Sudan, paid out only $675 mil-
lion in its fourth Five-Year Plan (2000—-04), most of it in
the form of technical assistance. Thus, Arab influence
through development aid is minor compared to the $15.2
billion in commitments that the Western-dominated
World Bank has on the continent.

See also: BANDUNG AFRO-ASIAN CONFERENCE (Vol. IV);
DE GAULLE, CHARLES (Vol. IV); FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. 1V,
V); NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT AND AFRICA (Vol. V); ISLAM,
INFLUENCE OF (Vols. II, III, 1V, V); UNITED NATIONS AND
AFRICA (Vol. V); UNITED STATES AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

Further reading: David Westerlund and Ingvar
Svanberg, Islam Outside the Arab World (Richmond, U.K.:
Curzon, 1999).

Arab-Israeli Wars Series of violent confrontations
that began in 1948-49 and continued in 1956, 1967,
1973, and 1982. Since the early years of the 20th century
relations between Arabs and Jews in Palestine were
marked by tension over the establishment of a Jewish
state. On May 14, 1948, with the support of Britain and
the United States, the state of Israel became an indepen-
dent nation. The first Arab-Israeli War (1948) was de-
clared that same day. It ended in an armistice that estab-
lished Israel’s borders.

The second Arab-Israeli War (1956-57) was part of a
secret plan between Britain, France, and Israel to regain
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control of the sUEz caNaL, which Egyptian president
Gamal Abdel NasSErR (1918-1970) had nationalized. As
part of the agreement ending the war, Israel gave back its
territorial gains in Sinai.

The third Arab-Israeli War (1967) is sometimes called
the Six-Day War. Clashes between Israel and Syria led
EGYPT to join with Jordan, Syria, and Iraq to mobilize their
forces in preparation for an attack on Israel. ALGERIA,
Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia supported the Arab nations’
plans. However, on June 5, 1967, Israeli warplanes made a
preemptive strike against the Egyptian air force, destroy-
ing it before any plane could leave the ground. With air
superiority guaranteed, Israeli troops repelled invading
Arab ground forces in six days. As a result of the Six-Day
War Israel occupied additional territory, including the
Golan Heights, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the
Sinai Peninsula, that had once belonged to Egypt, Syria,
and Jordan.

Israel’s decision to take possession of this new land
led the Arab world to view Israel as imperialistic.
Consequently, on October 6, 1973, Egypt and Syria at-
tacked Israel once again. This fourth Arab-Israeli War is
sometimes called the Yom Kippur War because the initial
attacks—by Egypt across the Suez Canal and by Syria
across the Golan Heights—took place on the Jewish holi-
day of that name. Israeli forces once again made immedi-
ate advances. Israel’s success on the battlefield motivated
the government of the former Soviet Union to airlift mili-
tary equipment and supplies to Egypt and Syria. A day
later the United States (U.S.) intervened by airlifting sup-
plies to Israel. By the time U.S. Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger (1923— ) negotiated a cease fire 18 days later,
8,500 Arab soldiers and 6,000 Israeli soldiers had been
killed or severely wounded.

The territorial gains that Israel made as a result of
the Yom Kippur War led to further condemnation of Is-
rael as racist and imperialistic. At its 1972 meeting the
pan-African ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) also
joined in the chorus of voices against Israeli imperialism
and condemned Portugal and souTH AFRicA for the
same reasons. The OAU censure of Israel led cHAD,
ZAIRE (present-day Democratic Republic of the coNGO),
and NIGER to join UGANDA in severing ties with Israel by
the end of 1973. The majority of African countries soon
followed suit. Ironically, in 1979, when Egypt signed the
Camp David Peace Accords that formally ended the 30-
year state of war between Egypt and Israel, 18 African
countries severed ties with Egypt. In 1982 Egypt, no
longer at war with Israel, was not involved in the Sixth
Arab-Israeli War, which was fought entirely inside
Lebanon. Israeli forces finally withdrew from Lebanon
in 1985.

In 1982, President MOBUTU SESE SEKO (1930-1997) of
Zaire restored ties with Israel in exchange for economic
support. By 1990 most of Africa had normalized relations.

However, the region is still characterized by political un-
rest and instability, and African sentiments remain subject
to change. Because they share a common religion, many
Muslim states in Africa perceive the Arab-Israeli conflict as
a war against Islam. As a result, when U.S. president
George W. Bush (1946— ) turned to African countries to
support Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003) against Iraq, he
found only ERITREA and ETHIOPIA at his side.

See also: ARAB-ISRAELT WARS (Vol. IV); ARAB WORLD
AND AFRICA (Vol. V); SUEZ CANAL (Vol. V).

Further reading: Samuel Decalo, Israel and Africa:
Forty Years, 1956—1996 (Gainesville, Fla.: Florida Aca-
demic Press, 1998); Chaim Herzog, The Arab-Israeli Wars
(New York: Random House, 1982); Arye Oded, Africa and
the Middle East Conflict (Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner,
1987).

archaeology Archaeology, which involves the system-
atic recovery and study of material culture representing
past human life and activities, made vast strides as an
academic discipline after 1960 in its contribution to our
understanding of the African past. Until 1960 the prac-
tice of archaeology in Africa had two distinct trends. One
was what might be called monumental archaeology,
which was especially prominent in EGYPT and the north-
ern part of the continent. The second trend was a focus
on both human origins and early human material culture.
While both of these traditions continued with important
new advances, the advent of political independence led to
a broadening of archaeological research and to attempts
to learn more about African history and prehistory. The
focus of this new trend was on the development of mod-
ern African societies, and it paid particular attention to
recent millennia. Accompanying this third trend was a
shift away from explaining developments in Africa pri-
marily as a result of external influences. Instead, there
was an effort to explain what happened within Africa in
terms of internal, African sources.

Advances in scientific techniques facilitated these
new directions in archaeological research. Particularly
important in this regard was the advent of C-14, or radio-
carbon, dating. By the 1950s this became an effective tool
for determining the age of artifacts found at an archaeo-
logical site.

Archaeological research in the monumental vein has
continued to make valuable contributions to our knowl-
edge of the African past. For example, during the 1990s
Hafed Walda, a scholar from the University of London,
conducted excavations of the UNESCO World Heritage
site at the Roman city of Lepcis Magna. Located in the
Tripolitania area of LiBYA, the remains of this ancient city
are particularly well-preserved and offer exciting oppor-
tunities for learning more about the Roman era in North
Africa. Equally exciting discoveries have been made



about the kingdom of Kush, which stretched along the
Nile River in the present-day Republic of the supan.
There, important archaeological excavations of its capital
city of Meroé took place from 1965 to 1972 and again in
the 1990s.

The Carbon-14 (C-14) atom, also termed radiocar-
bon, is present in all organisms and is constantly re-
plenished while organisms are alive. When an
organism dies, however, the C-14 in it begins to
decay. This decay takes place at such a constant
rate that scientists have determined that C-14’s
half-life—meaning the time it takes for half the
atoms in a radioactive substance to disintegrate—is
5,730 years (plus or minus 40 years). Scientists can
measure the amount of C-14 in bones, dried seeds,
wood, and so forth, compare it with the original
amount of C-14 that would have been present, and
then determine when those things ceased to be part
of living organisms. Thus, if archaeologists find a
site containing cattle bones, they can determine,
fairly accurately, when the cattle died.

While important advances were made in our under-
standing about human origins in Africa prior to 1960, the
decades since then have provided even more critical
knowledge. Louis Leakey (1903-1972) and his wife Mary
LEAKEY (1913-1996) continued their important research
in the Olduvai Gorge area of TANzANIA. Then, in the
1970s, their son, Richard LEAKEY (1944— ), found ho-
minid remains in the Lake Turkana region of northern
KENYA. These dated back 2.5 million years. Our under-
standing of the beginnings of human origins was pushed
further back in time later in the 1970s, when Donald
Johanson (1943— ) discovered a fossil female skeleton in
northeastern ETHIOPIA. Named “Lucy,” the fossil was nearly
3.2 million years old. Continuing research has pushed
human origins back to nearly seven million years ago with
the 2002 discovery of a skull, named Toumai (meaning
“hope of life” in the local Goran language), in northern
CHAD. It combined the features of both chimpanzees and
humans.

Another focal point for the study of human origins
concerns the question of when anatomically modern
human beings emerged. Here the fossil evidence is rather
scanty. However, the DNA evidence suggests that at some
point—generally believed to have been between 150,000
and 100,000 years ago—the first anatomically human
creatures emerged from one of these earlier African ho-
minids. Early humans then moved out from Africa to the
rest of the Afro-Euro-Asian landmass. An important dis-
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covery in this regard was made in 2001 by archaeologists
in SOUTH AFRICA. At Blombos Cave, some 200 miles (322
km) east of CAPE TOWN, they found evidence that 70,000
years ago there were human beings in the area making ar-
tifacts revealing both abstract and creative thought. The
present evidence thus suggests that not only did modern
humans first emerge on the African continent but also
that modern human behavior appeared earlier in Africa
than elsewhere.

This period also saw significant developments in the
third trend in archaeology in Africa, which was the focus
on human and material culture over the past 10,000 or
so years. One of the most important developments in
this regard was the founding, in 1959, of the British
Institute of History and Archaeology in East Africa (BI-
HAEA) and its journal, Azania, in 1966. This led to im-
portant research on such topics as the origins of the
kingdoms in the lakes area of the interior, the salt trade,
and the linkages between the Swahili Coast and the inte-
rior. In addition, the BIHAEA also worked with African
museums to promote EDUCATION about the East African
past. This in turn helped open the profession of archae-
ology to African researchers.

A particular focus of this research during recent years
was on Iron Age sites. Initially this research was done at
sites that were linked with the spread of iron and of AGRrI-
CULTURE in sub-Saharan Africa over the past two millen-
nia. Later there was research on Iron Age sites elsewhere
on the continent.

These Iron Age sites were associated with the spread of
crops that had originated earlier in Africa. Aided by addi-
tional botanical evidence, archaeologists have now shown
that Sudanic Africa was one of the world’s three earliest
centers for the development of agriculture between 9500
and 8000 BCE. Between 8000 and 5000 BCE three additional
African centers of agricultural innovation emerged, two in
the Horn of Africa and a third in the West African wood-
lands. While farmers in North Africa grew crops and raised
animals that had originated in the Middle East, crops and
domesticated animals dispersed throughout sub-Saharan
Africa from these African centers of origin.

Archaeological discoveries are often a matter of
chance. In 2000, for example, a team of paleontolo-
gists researching dinosaur fossils in the Agadez re-
gion of NIGER happened on a large Neolithic site
that is at least 5,000 years old. Evidence from the
site suggests that people once lived in an area that
for several millennia has been desert. The area’s in-
habitants herded cattle, goats, and sheep and har-
vested wild grains but did not grow their own crops.
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See also: ArcHaroLOGY (Vols. I, 11, 111, 1V); KUSH
(Vol. 1); LEaKEYs, THE (Vol. I); MEROE (Vol. I); ROME (Vol.
I); SWAHILI COAST (Vols. II, III, IV); TRIPOLITANIA (Vol. I).

Further reading: Graham Connah, African Civi-
lizations: An Archaeological Perspective, 2d ed. (New
York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2001); David W. Phillip-
son, African Archaeology (New York: Cambridge Univ.
Press, 1993); Thurstan Shaw, ed., The Archaeology of
Africa: Foods, Metals, and Towns (New York: Routledge,
1993).

architecture Throughout Africa the architecture found
in European-styled cities established during the colonial
era became the model for cities, towns, and villages built
during the independence period. With increasing URBAN-
1ZATION Western styles of construction have come to re-
place traditional home-building techniques, eventually
being used in even the most remote areas. Across the con-
tinent modern methods of construction have been seen as
supposedly civilized and a reflection of wealth. On the
other hand, traditional materials—such as mud bricks
and clay stucco—have been thought to indicate substan-
dard or “primitive” housing. As a result, the use of indige-
nous, or “vernacular,” techniques and materials has be-
come more rare.

In some African countries cultural guardians worry
that the knowledge of traditional vernacular archi-
tecture may disappear within a few generations. In
zAMBIA, however, a group of architects is working
against this trend by constructing large, beautiful
buildings using only local materials. The finished
products demonstrate that traditional building ma-
terials can be used to make houses as strong, com-
fortable, and attractive as houses built using
modern, Western materials.

Challenges of Urban Architecture Even in
colonial times cities were filled with indigenous archi-
tectural elements. In the post-independence period,
however, increasing numbers of urban Africans have
come to occupy planned cities, living and working in
buildings constructed with imported materials and de-
signed by European or European-trained architects. In
the 1960s designers following in the footsteps of mod-
ern European masters like Le Corbusier (1887-1965)
strove for architectural and urban standardization. This
ethos competed with existing African aesthetics and en-
vironmental realities to produce a hybrid urban con-
struction style.

The use of modern, standardized building materials
in Africa began during the colonial period and continues
to this day. However, the cost of acquiring foreign-made,
prefabricated building materials has contributed to the
African dependence on imports from industrialized coun-
tries. In general, without a healthy import-export econ-
omy, African countries do not have the financial re-
sources to continue imitating European design and con-
struction.

In some areas of North, East, and West Africa city
planning and construction appear to be similar despite
varying environments. This often can be attributed to
the involvement of Islamic architects and civic planners.
The cities of CAIRO, EGYPT; KANO, NIGERIA; and Fez, MO-
ROCCO, for example, are laid out in an east—west orien-
tation with a center city square. Radiating out from the
square, usually in irregular patterns, are neighborhoods
with narrow streets over which the buildings cast pro-
tective shadows. Buildings are typically uniform in
height, with their monotony often broken by the towers
of palaces and large civic buildings or the minarets of
mosques.

In some Islamic countries, such as LIBYA, elements of
indigenous architecture were generally ignored in
the construction of European-style, urban high-rise
buildings. However, outside influences from regions
other than Europe are increasingly involved in con-
struction in both urban and rural areas. In Wa,
GHANA, Pakistani Muslims funded the construction
of a new central mosque. Also, Islamic organiza-
tions from Saudi Arabia have financed the construc-
tion of mosques in CHAD, SUDAN, and NIGERIA.

Within the living quarters in these cities are com-
pounds arranged according to the lineage of the occu-
pants. To keep with traditional Islamic social customs,
compounds often have interior courtyards that allow
women to go out of doors while remaining secluded from
public view.

In capital cities established by Europeans, including
LAGOS, Nigeria; NAIROBI, KENYA; and CONAKRY, GUINEA,
European planners did not make accommodations for
local, lower-income workers. As a result, rapidly growing
shantytowns on the cities’ outskirts have become prob-
lematic. Housing is one of the most pressing needs in
African urban areas. Cities that are already densely popu-
lated continue to receive new arrivals daily. In the rural-
to-urban migration, many people come to the cities to
find jobs and to enjoy urban amenities—such as electric-
ity and running water—that are unavailable in the rural



N

J

/./' { !.r f,'r b I'."
UB “ladld ) ,?{
| i II l..

Ll

architecture 31

During the era of independence, structures built using traditional architecture became increasingly rare sights, as western influences spread
even to Africa’s rural areas. These traditional Dogon homes in Mali were photographed in 1976. © National Archives

areas. However, many immigrants arrive in the city with-
out an education or marketable skills. Consequently, they
fail to find paying jobs and end up as squatters in sub-
standard housing on the edge of town. This leaves them
without access to the INFRASTRUCTURE that attracted them
to the city in the first place.

For decades Egyptian architect Hassan “Bey” Fathi
(1900-1989) was one of the world’s most re-
spected architects. His book, Architecture of the
Poor (1976), was translated into 22 languages and
is used as a textbook in architecture classes
around the world. In 1977 the International Fed-
eration of Architects named Fathi the “World’s
Best Architect.”

In precolonial indigenous cities the exteriors of family
compounds tended to look the same. Wealth was demon-

strated through access to prestige goods and by maintain-
ing servants. However, changes during the colonial period
emphasized housing construction and neighborhoods that
divided people on the basis of class and lifestyle.

In South Africa a volunteer project called Architec-
ture for Humanity has been designing mobile
HIV/AIDS health clinics that can be flown into re-
mote areas to serve African people all over the con-
tinent. The renowned Canadian-born architect Frank
Gehry is an adviser for the project. Other advisers
include humanitarian architects and designers from
Kenya, zZiMBABWE, and South Africa.

In SOUTH AFRICA the urban areas reflect European
ideas of construction with little Islamic influence. Cities
like PRETORIA, capital of the Republic of South Africa,
were planned around the needs of its white citizens.
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Similarly architectural styles in major South African cities
like CAPE TOWN, DURBAN, and JOHANNESBURG reflect Euro-
pean styles. In these cities the government’s public works
programs acted as the training ground for the first genera-
tion of white South African-born architects. These people,
mostly men, built Victorian and Edwardian structures that
today stand in the shadows of modern high-rises such as
the IBM building in Johannesburg.

Despite the overwhelming movement toward mod-
ernization and standardization, it is possible that the face
of African architecture may be changing. With progress,
DEVELOPMENT, and increasing levels of education, African
architects are beginning to design and construct modern
buildings using materials and stylistic elements borrowed
from the rich traditions of African design.

See also: arcHITECTURE (Vols. I, 11, 111, IV); TOWNS
AND CITIES (Vols. 1, II, III, 1V, V); URBAN LIFE AND CUL-
TURE (Vols. 1V, V).

Further reading: Nnamdi Elleh, Architecture and
Power in Africa (Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 2002); Nnamdi
Elleh, African Architecture: Evolution and Transformation
(New York: McGraw-Hill, 1997); Udo Kultermann, New
Directions in African Architecture, John Maass, trans. (New
York: G. Braziller, 1969).

AREMA See PILLAR AND STRUCTURE FOR THE SALVATION
OF MADAGASCAR.

Armah, Ayi Kwei (1939~ ) Ghanaian author

Ayi Kwei Armah was born into a Fante-speaking fam-
ily in Sekondi-Takoradi, the coastal capital of the western
region of present-day GHANA. He was educated at the pres-
tigious Achimota College and then went to the United
States to continue his education. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in sociology from Harvard University, worked in
ALGERIA, Ghana, and France, and then returned to the
United States to get an MFA in creative writing from
Columbia University.

Armah has worked throughout Africa and has also
taught at universities in the United States. He is the au-
thor of six novels in addition to many essays, poems, and
short stories. He currently lives in DAKAR, SENEGAL, where
he continues to write and teach.

Armah’s writing focuses on Africa’s need to retrieve
its authentic past and for Africans to reinvent them-
selves and create a united, pan-African community. In
this he echoes the stance of Ghana’s founding presi-
dent, Kwame NKRUMAH (1909-1972), who called for a
United States of Africa. Armah’s works, such as his first
novel, The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born (1968),
which satirized the corruption of Ghana’s postcolonial
elite, often have a polemical tone. This has made him a
controversial figure in African literature, for he openly

addresses the key issues of identity and lack of eco-
nomic and political progress that have plagued the con-
tinent since independence.

See also: AkaN (Vols. 111, 1V, V); LITERATURE IN MOD-
ERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further reading: Ode Ogede, Ayi Kwei Armah, Rad-
ical Iconoclast: Pitting Imaginary Worlds Against the Actual
(Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press, 2000).

art Contemporary African artists have applied new tech-
niques and new materials in adapting to the rapidly
changing structure of African society. While some artists
have been studio-trained either in Europe or Africa, oth-
ers are self-taught. Because Africa is such a large conti-
nent and its artists are so widely dispersed, there have
been no continent-wide art movements. Thus, artists gen-
erally do not know one another or share their techniques.
There are few art galleries, and even fewer art critics.

Indigenous Arts Most Africans living in rural set-
tings produce indigenous art. These arts are divided by
gender within each ethnic group. In many societies, for
example, women are potters and men are blacksmiths.
Depending upon the ethnic group, the women or the men
may be weavers. Regions may be known for specific artis-
tic styles. Art in North Africa, for example, is defined by
an Islamic aesthetic that insists upon abstraction, geomet-
rical decoration, and embellished Arabic script.

In East Africa personal adornment, including scarifi-
cation, tattooing, and body painting, remains dominant.
From ETHIOPIA t0 TANZANIA, for example, there is a rich
tradition of using henna for body painting, including the
decorative painting of a bride’s hands and feet in prepara-
tion for the wedding ceremony. In northern zamsiA and
the neighboring Democratic Republic of the cONGO, vari-
ous ethnic groups practice body adornment by creating
raised scars, called cicatrices.

Regardless of region, however, African art generally
serves a function in society. Evidence of this is seen in
the way many artists in western and Central Africa dec-
orate objects used in religious rituals or items used as
tools of everyday life. At many levels, African societies
change to reflect new influences. So, as Christianity and
Islam have spread, artistically decorated ritual objects
have changed in appearance. Old art forms that ex-
pressed indigenous religious practices are abandoned in
favor of new forms. As a result masks, statues, and cere-
monial adornments sometimes become commodities to
be sold to museums, art dealers, or professional collec-
tors. Without an accompanying explanation of the ob-
ject’s function in society, museums and art patrons often
do not understand the original meaning of the object.
Other misunderstandings stem from incorrect classifica-
tion. Many art objects in museums are identified by the
“tribe” from which the object is thought to come. This



is an inappropriate system because art styles crosscut
ethnic lines or differ within the boundaries of a single
ethnic group.

Tourist Arts Especially after the end of colonialism,
indigenous artists began producing objects for sale as
souvenirs for foreign travelers. At first, these items were
made for a small market of Europeans. African art stu-
dents and craft shops produced replicas of popular styles
for sale in urban MARKETS in and around major hotels and
at airports. As demand for African art increased, indige-
nous producers of African textiles, woodcarvings, and
metal castings moved to the urban areas and began teach-
ing others their crafts. In this way, art provided jobs for
some of the urban unemployed.

Niké of Oshogbo, NIGERIA, created an artists” coop-
erative where she taught women how to tie-dye
fabric using indigo, and how to create batik textiles
for sale in the tourist market. She used indigenous
methods and indigenous themes in the production
of these textiles.

In BENIN CITY, Nigeria, craftsmen made bronze cast-
ings using the same lost-wax process that was utilized by
the city’s famed sculptors for hundreds of years. Tourists
bought most of these statues. Similarly, Makonde artisans
in DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania, became well known for their
wood carvings in the 1960s. Even today they sell their
work through dealers who export it around the world. In
EGYPT imitation Pharaonic items, as well as papyrus
copies, can be found in the tourist markets.

Tourist art has become a big entrepreneurial busi-
ness. West African producers and sellers, many from
SENEGAL, peddle items in an expanding African tourist-
arts market in the United States. Millions of dollars worth
of art objects from KENYA, Tanzania, and Zambia are im-
ported into the United States each year. Another impor-
tant market for tourist art is the African urban middle
class, which, like middle classes around the world, has a
great appreciation for art.

Popular Art After independence, the changing lives
of Africans was reflected in their art forms. A new school
of African artists began producing pop art sculptures that
portrayed new technology, such as planes and cars, but
that also retained old themes, such as the Shona bird
sculptures that have become the new symbol of ZIMBABWE.
New technology was used by artists in CAMEROON as well,
where aluminum became a medium for casting objects. In
GHANA, IVORY COAST, Nigeria, and the Congo region, artists
created Christian cemetery sculptures with the relatively
new religious emblems of crosses and female angels.
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Painting was a genre of African art as early as the
1930s. Since then pictures of rural life were sold to
tourists and also became valued by urban elites and the
middle class. In SOUTH AFRICA and Zimbabwe, MISSIONAR-
IES introduced mural painting to Ndebele women, who
then used the techniques they learned to decorate local
ARCHITECTURE.

Academic Arts Influences of the international art
community have contributed to the development of aca-
demic arts in Africa. Even during colonial times Euro-
pean artists set up schools, and Africans trained in
Europe. Following a European model, Africans trained
in local academic institutions. For example, in 1927 the
Margaret Trowell School of Fine Arts was established at
MAKERERE UNIVERSITY in KAMPALA, UGANDA. By 1957
Ethiopia had the Fine Arts School of Addis Ababa. One
of the early teachers at that academy was Alexander
“Skunder” Boghossian (1937-2003), Ethiopias well-
known painter. In his art, he blended Western philoso-
phy and cultural movements with indigenous African
cultural traditions.

Influenced by a school of Mexican mural painting,
Valente Malangatana (1936— ) of MOZAMBIQUE intro-
duced a new art style for liberation movements in south-
ern Africa. Sculptor Sobari Douglas Camp, from Calabar,
Nigeria, studied in London and created popular sculptures
using welded metal and battery power to create move-
ment. Contemporary governments used the arts for pres-
tige by giving patronage to high-profile artists such as Kofi
Antubam (1922— ) of Ghana, Ben Enwonwu (1921-
1994) of Nigeria, and Liyolo of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. In the 21st century the field of African art
continues to be dynamic in its merger of indigenous
themes with international styles.

See also: art (Vols. 1, 11, 1II, IV); ETHNIC GROUP
(Vol. 1IV); GENDER IN COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV); NDEBELE
(Vol. 1V); osHoGBO (Vol. III); sHONA (Vol. 1); TEXTILES
(Vol. IV).

Further reading: Karin Adahl and Berit Sahlstrom,
eds., Islamic Art and Culture in sub-Saharan Africa (Upp-
sala, Sweden: Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis, 1995); Katy
Deepwell, ed., Art Criticism and Africa (London: Saffron
Books, 1998); Tobias Doring, ed., African Cultures, Visual
Arts, and the Museum: Sights/Sites of Creativity and Conflict
(New York: Rodopi, 2002).

Arusha Declaration Statement of principles by which
Tanzanian president Julius NYERERE (1922-1999) hoped to
guide the economic and social DEVELOPMENT of his nation.
Issued on February 5, 1967, the Arusha Declaration was
more a philosophical statement than a step-by-step pro-
gram. It rejected as “stupid” the previous reliance that
TANZANIA had had on foreign aid. It also rejected the no-
tion that INDUSTRIALIZATION could be immediately brought
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to developing nations like Tanzania, since the economies
of these nations were primarily agricultural and their
people were rural. Instead, Nyerere argued, equitable and
long-lasting development would come only via a commu-
nity-based policy that grew out of the roots of Tanzania’s
own land and people.

According to this strategy, money for economic de-
velopment—and eventual industrialization—would come
primarily by expanding Tanzania’s agricultural resources.
To accomplish this the declaration urged the people to
work harder and longer, to share knowledge of farming
techniques, and to dedicate themselves to the notion of
community. “From now on,” the declaration asserted, “we
shall stand upright and walk forward on our feet rather
than look at this problem upside down. Industries will
come and money will come, but their foundation is the
people and their hard work, especially in agriculture. This
is the meaning of self-reliance...”

See also: ArricaN sociaLisM (Vol. 1V); NYERERE,
JuLius (Vol. IV); sociAL caPITAL (Vol. V); ujamaa (Vol. V).

Asian communities The principal Asian communi-
ties in modern Africa are from South Asia and are located
in the former British colonies of East and southern Africa
and the Indian Ocean islands. Because Britain ruled what
is today India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan as part of its em-
pire, it drew LABOR from the Indian sub-continent for use
in African colonies. These workers built railroads in East
Africa and provided the labor force for the sugar planta-
tions of both the island of mMAURrITIUS and Natal. Some
from then British-ruled India also emigrated to Africa as
merchants.

The largest South Asian community in terms of per-
centage lives on the island of Mauritius, where it consti-
tutes about 40 percent of the population. Many of the
island’s Creoles have Indian ancestry as well. Another 2
percent or so originate from China. About one-half of the
Mauritian Asians are Hindu and about one-sixth are
Muslim. Many still work in the agricultural sector, but
others are part of the expanding technologically driven
business community. The South African Indian commu-
nity, as the South Asians are known there, makes up less
than 3 percent of the country’s population, but that still
amounts to more than one million people. They are con-
centrated in KwaZulw/Natal Province, especially in DURBAN
and its surrounding urban area. Indeed, they outnumber
the city’s white population, though they, in turn, are far
outnumbered by the area’s African residents.

The Asian communities of former British East Africa
and central Africa, while still significant, are far smaller.
Many emigrated from KENYA after its independence in
1963 so that today they account for less than 1 percent of
the population there. Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh in terms of
RELIGION, these people reside principally in the urban cen-

ters of Kisumu, MOMBASA, and NAIROBIL. In TANZANIA the
South Asian community, which expanded during the colo-
nial period, has declined since independence. Much of the
retail sector in DAR ES SALAAM and other towns, however,
continues to be in the hands of Indian businesspeople.

In his 1979 novel, A Bend in the River, V. S.
Naipaul (1932- ), the Trinidadian writer, captures
the experience of much of the Asian community in
Africa in the years following independence. The
book’s narrator, Salim, is a Muslim Indian merchant
who operates a store in a town located on the
banks of the fictionalized Congo River. He de-
scribes the events and deteriorating conditions as
political corRrRUPTION takes hold of a country, freed
from colonial rule, seeking a new identity in the
modern world.

The transition from living under colonial rule to liv-
ing under independent African governments was diffi-
cult for the Asian communities, as attested by their
declining numbers due to emigration in Kenya and
Tanzania. Nowhere, however, did they face such difficul-
ties as in UGANDA. When Idi AMIN (c. 1925-2003) seized
power in 1971 he capitalized on the general unpopular-
ity of Asians among the African population to gain more
political support for his reign. In 1972 he expelled all the
estimated 50,000 non-citizen Asians (few had become
citizens at independence in 1962) and confiscated their
businesses and possessions, which he redistributed to
Africans. This was a popular move, but it proved disas-
trous to the Ugandan economy and also undermined the
Amin government’s international standing. As part of the
efforts in the early 1990s to rebuild the economy,
President Yoweri MUSEVENI (1944— ) invited the former
Asian residents to return to Uganda and restored much
of their property. Thousands did so, resuming their vital
role in the business sector.

See also: asiaN coMMUNITIES (Vol. 1IV); ENGLAND
AND AFRICA (Vols. TV, V).

Further reading: Yasmin Alibhai-Brown, No Place
Like Home (London: Virago Press, 1997); Bill Freund, In-
siders and Outsiders: The Indian Working Class of Durban,
1910-1990 (Portsmouth, N.H.: Heinemann, 1995).

Asmara (Asmera) Capital and largest city of ERITREA,
located near the Red Sea in the FEritrean highlands.
Asmara, which was originally a minor TiGRrAY village, was
the capital of the Italian colony of Eritrea from 1889 until
1941, after which it was the capital for British-adminis-



tered Eritrea. With the 1952 United Nations resolution
that aligned Eritrea with ETHIOPIA, Asmara became a
provincial capital.

Starting in 1961 Eritrea gradually became engulfed in
warfare. At that time, an armed nationalist movement, the
ERITREAN PEOPLE’S LIBERATION FRONT, began fighting a pro-
longed war against the Ethiopian government in an at-
tempt to secure the country’s independence. Asmara itself
did not suffer much from the direct effects of the war,
though indirect effects included a disrupted economy and
a deterioration of the city’s INFRASTRUCTURE. It remained a
provincial capital until Eritrean independence in 1993, at
which time it became the new country’s capital.

Due to the continued Italian presence in Asmara, a
holdover from the colonial era, the city, in the words
of one observer, has “a string of boutiques, coffee-
shops, and restaurants reminiscent of southern Italy.”

Today Asmara is a city of more than 400,000 inhabi-
tants, with approximately equal numbers of Muslims and
Ethiopian Orthodox Christians. There is also still a signifi-
cant Italian population. The city is accessible by the Er-
itrean Railway, an international airport, and the nearby Red
Sea port of Massawa, located about 40 miles (65 km) away.
Major industries in Asmara include textiles, footwear, soft
drinks, and leather tanning, and the city also supports a ro-
bust agricultural market. As the capital, the city is home to
the national University of Asmara, which was founded in
1954 as a Roman Catholic institution.

See also: AsMARA (Vols. 11, IV); NATIONALISM AND IN-
DEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV); ITALY AND AFRICA
(Vol. IV); UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICA (Vols. 1V, V).

ASP See AFRO-SHIRAZI PARTY.

Assoumani, Azali (1959- ) President of the Union
of Comoros

Azali Assoumani was born in 1959 on Grande Comore,
the principal island of the comoros. He rapidly moved up
the military ranks, becoming army chief of staff when Presi-
dent Mohamed Said Djohar (1918— ) came to power by
military coup in 1989. In 1992 Azali was wounded in a
failed rebel coup attempt, but he remained head of the Co-
moran military throughout the 1990s, under both President
Mohamed Taki Abdoulkarim (1936-1998) and interim
president Tajiddine Ben Said Massounde (1933- ).

In 1997 INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS on the other
large Comoran islands of ANjouaN and Moheli took a vio-
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lent turn, and Azali became the chief facilitator of the
peace negotiations. When representatives from the three
islands refused to approve a new peace plan in April
1999, Azali mounted a successful, bloodless coup of his
own. Upon deposing Massounde, Assoumani dissolved
the existing constitution and government and promised
to replace his military regime with a civilian government.
In 2002 each of the three islands—Grande Comore,
Anjouan, and Moheli—elected its own civilian president,
and Assoumani retired from the army in order to assume
the overall presidency of the reunited Union of Comoros.
In this role Assoumani controls the defense, finance, and
security apparatus of the union.

Aswan Dam FEither of two dams across the Nile River
near Aswan, EGYPT. The Aswan “Low” Dam was com-
pleted in 1902. It was supplanted in the 1960s by the
much larger Aswan “High” Dam. In 1898 British engi-
neers began construction of a massive dam near the city of
Aswan, Egypt, designed to control the Nile’s annual flood-
ing and help provide a stable source of water for crops.
The Aswan “Low” Dam was completed in 1902 but it
quickly became apparent that the dam was incapable of
handling the Nile’s more extreme floods. In 1952 planning
began for a second dam, the Aswan “High” Dam, four
miles upriver from the Low Dam.

To help finance the dam Egypt played on Cold War
tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union.
The United States initially agreed to help fund the pro-
ject, but it then withdrew, presumably over the conflicts
between Egypt and Israel. Egypt then turned to the Soviet
Union, which provided funding, along with military ad-
visers and workers.

Egypt and the Republic of the suban signed the Nile
Water Agreement in 1959, and construction began the
following year. Even before the High Dam was com-
pleted, complications arose, however. The dam’s reser-
voir would submerge much of Lower Nubia, the area
stretching along the Nile from Aswan past the ancient
town of Wadi Halfa, in the northern Sudan. With a rich
history intertwined with that of Egypt, the region was
home to many ancient monuments, temples, and archae-
ological sites of great value. In order to help save these
cultural treasures, the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) began an
extensive rescue operation in 1960, relocating as many as
twenty monuments in Egypt and another four in the
Sudan. The most recognizable of these is the temple of
Abu Simel, which was relocated in its entirety. Despite
these efforts countless other monuments and artifacts
were lost when the reservoir was created. No less trau-
matic was the displacement of over 90,000 Nubians who
lived in the reservoir area. Those in the Sudan were
moved as far as 370 miles from their previous homes.
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In 1970 the dam was completed. Two miles long, the
High Dam created Lake Nasser; named after Egyptian
president Gamal Abdel NASSER (1918-1970), the reser-
voir is approximately 300 miles (483 km) long. The new
dam succeeded in controlling the Nile and produced a 30
percent increase in arable land in Egypt. The dam’s hy-
droelectric capabilities doubled Egypt’s power supply.

Despite its benefits, the dam caused significant eco-
logical problems. Downstream areas of the Nile, once fer-
tilized by sediments left after the seasonal floods, now
had to be artificially fertilized by farmers. The fertile Nile
Delta began to shrink, also due to lack of sediment de-
posits. Even the Mediterranean shrimping industry was
adversely affected by the change in the Nile’s flow.

See also: aAswan (Vol. I); AswaN pam (Vol. 1IV); coLD
WAR AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); EGcyprOoLOGY (Vols. 1V, V);
KUsH (Vol. I); MEDITERRANEAN SEA (Vols. I, II); NILE DELTA
(Vol. T); NILE RIVER (Vol. I); NILE VALLEY (Vol. I); SUDAN,
THE (Vol. II); WATER RESOURCES (Vol. V).

atmospheric change Shifts in Africa’s climate—the
result of natural occurrences and, in recent years, exacer-
bated by INDUSTRIALIZATION, URBANIZATION, and in-
creased levels of AGRICULTURE—have led to important
changes in temperature, rainfall, and air quality. With an
area of 11,700,000 square miles (30,303,000 sq km),
continental Africa has a widely varying climate charac-
terized by low rainfall in the north, high rainfall near the
equator, and temperate conditions with low rainfall in
the south. Over the centuries variations have been
caused by everything from El Nifio to long-term climatic
events that have affected the entire planet. Changes in
the African climate, however, have increased exponen-
tially over the past half-century. Rainfall, for example,
has generally decreased, and at least 16 African countries
are expected to suffer from a scarcity of WATER RE-
SOURCES by the year 2050. Unlike situations in the past,
however, this contemporary scarcity of rain has not been
caused by natural events. Rather it is the result of human
actions, primarily the cutting of FORESTS and a marked
increase in greenhouse gases.

Another atmospheric change has been a rise in tem-
perature, perhaps as much as half a degree Celsius (0.9
degrees Fahrenheit) during the past century. In Africa’s
mountains, this has led to a melting of snow caps and a
decrease in the amount of water stored in snow packs. It
has also led to an increase in soil erosion and flooding,
which can create environments in which diseases such as
malaria and cholera spread easily.

Although several forces are involved in this tempera-
ture rise, the central cause is an increase in the amount of
greenhouse gases, primarily carbon dioxide. Indeed, al-
though the emission of carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases is a problem worldwide, Africa has been hit

harder than most other parts of the world. The vast major-
ity of these gases come from industrial and automotive
emissions in Europe and North America. However, an in-
creasing number are now coming from Africa itself,
where many countries have been slow to enact clean air
legislation. As a result, some of Africa’s cities—including
CAPETOWN, SOUTH AFRICA; ANTANANARIVO, MADAGASCAR;
NAIROBI, KENYA; ACCRA, GHANA; and LAGOS, NIGERIA—have
some of the worst air quality in the world. In spite of the
risks to both health and the overall climate, though,
change has not come readily. Too often, clean fuels, low-
emission factories and vehicles, and technological innova-
tions are all too costly for most African nations.

How does cutting trees lead to a loss of rainfall?
The answer lies in the fact that forests are an im-
portant part of the water cycle. Trees not only con-
trol soil erosion, but they also store rainwater.
When forests are cut on a large scale, less water is
returned to the atmosphere, so there is less water
available to produce rain. In Africa, this has led to
an unfortunate cycle. Hunger and POVERTY drive
people to attempt to grow more crops. But as peo-
ple clear forests in order to create farmland, the
loss of trees leads to a decrease in the rain that is
needed to grow crops.

Fortunately, however, some important steps are now
being taken to monitor atmospheric change. The more
substantive changes that are needed require action not
only from African countries themselves, but also from
those foreign nations whose activities make them the
greatest contributors to atmospheric change.

See also: poruLATION GROWTH (Vol. V); ECOLOGY
AND ECOLOGICAL CHANGE (Vol. V); ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE
(Vol. V); ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (Vol. V); FAMINE AND
HUNGER (Vol. V).

Awolowo, Obafemi (1909-1987) Yoruba national
leader from Nigeria

Obafemi Awolowo was born in a small town in the
Protectorate of Southern NIGERIA. Politically active as a
young man, he was educated locally and worked as a
teacher, journalist, and trade-union organizer before going
to London to study law. Living in London from 1944 to
1947, he organized a YORUBA cultural society called Egbe
Omo Oduduwa (Society of the Descendants of Oduduwa)
after the legendary founder of the Yoruba people. In
1950-51 the political arm of Egbe Omo Oduduwa became
the Action Group, a political party, with Awolowo as its



president. He then became active in the politics of the
Yoruba-dominated Western Region of the protectorate,
serving from 1954 to 1959 as its regional prime minister.
In 1959 he was elected to the Federal House of Represen-
tatives and became active in national politics.

At the time of independence in 1960, Nigeria was di-
vided into regions dominated by competing ethnic groups:
the Yoruba in the west, the 1GBO in the east, and the HAUSA
in the north. In 1963 Awolowo was imprisoned after a
failed coup by the Action Group against Nigeria’s Hausa
prime minister, Abubakar Tafawa BALEwA (1912-1966).
Awolowo was released in 1966 following a successful mili-
tary coup against Balewa. The new military government
banned all political parties.

In 1967 the Igbo-dominated Eastern Region at-
tempted to secede from Nigeria and form the state of BI-
AFRA. This resulted in the Nigerian Civil War of 1967-70.
Awolowo eventually took the federal governments side
and opposed Biafran succession. From 1966 to 1971, the
year after the war, Awolowo served as federal finance min-
ister and also as vice chairman of the Federal Executive
Council. In 1971 he resigned his federal government posi-
tions and returned to his private law practice.

In 1978 the ban on political parties was lifted and
Awolowo, with the help of friends from the old Action
Group, formed the United Party of Nigeria. He was de-
feated in the presidential elections of 1979 and 1982. The
latter, according to his friends and supporters, was one of
the worst cases of electoral tampering in Nigeria’s history.
In 1983, following another military coup, the United
Party was banned, and Awolowo disappeared from the
political scene. He lived a private but active life until his
death on May 9, 1987, at the age of 78.

Obafemi Awolowo’s death and funeral for once
brought Nigerians together. Government officials, mem-
bers of the Nigerian Bar Association, traditional rulers,
and ordinary people gathered in Ikene, the town of his
birth, to witness his burial. To this day, Obafemi Awolowo
remains one of West Africa’s most admired politicians.

See also: awoLowo, oBaFEMI (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Olasope O. Oyelaran et al., eds.,
Obafemi Awolowo, the End of an Era? (lle-Ife, Nigeria:
Obafemi Awolowo University Press, 1988).

Awoonor, Kofi (George Awoonor-Williams)
(1935— ) Ghanaian author writing in English

Kofi Nyedevu Awoonor was born in Wheta in the
former Gold Coast Colony (present-day GHANA) in 1935.
Informally educated by his Ewe grandmother, who was a
singer of funeral dirges, he learned from her about the
oral poetry and performance arts of his people. Much of
his early poetry is modeled on Ewe dirges.

Awoonor was educated at Achimota College. In 1963
he received a bachelor’s degree, with honors, in English
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from the University of Ghana, Legon. He then worked as a
research fellow at the Institute of African Studies, Legon.
He completed his studies only six years after Ghana be-
came independent (1957) and was indebted to the na-
tional cultural movement, sponsored by Ghana’s presi-
dent, Kwame NKRUMAH (1909-1972), that supported
artists like himself. Awoonor became so closely associated
with Nkrumah that he left Ghana shortly after the 1966
coup in which Nkrumah was overthrown.

In 1967 Awoonor left for Britain to do graduate
studies in English at the University of London. A year
later, in 1968, he went to the United States to attend the
State University of New York at Stony Brook, where, in
1972, he received a PhD. in English and comparative lit-
erature. He subsequently served as chair of the compar-
ative literature program at Stony Brook and as a visiting
professor at several American universities before return-
ing to Ghana in 1975. Shortly after his return, he was ar-
rested and charged with aiding a Ewe political fugitive.
In 1979 his sentence was commuted to time served. His
experience in prison, including the two months he
spent in solitary confinement, became the basis for the
collection of poems, The House by the Sea, which was
published in 1978.

Awoonor’s time abroad in the late 1960s and early
1970s was his most productive in terms of literary output.
His first volume of poetry, Rediscovery, published under
his former name, George Awoonor-Williams, appeared in
1964. His second volume of poetry, Night of My Blood
(1971), is considered his most compelling. A subsequent
collection of poems, Until the Morning After (1987), earned
him the 1988 Commonwealth Poetry Prize for Africa. As a
poet Awoonor often denounced European presumptions
of superiority and criticized the imposition of European
culture and values on Africa.

Beyond this, he earned a reputation as a leading
Afri-can literary critic. Among his best-known critical
works is his revised doctoral dissertation, which was
published in 1975 under the title The Breast of the Earth:
A Critical Survey of Africa’s Literature, Culture, and His-
tory. He is also known for his 1971 novel, This Earth, My
Brother . . . .

As Awoonor grew older his writing took second place
to his political activities. In the early 1990s he served as
Ghana’s ambassador to the United Nations. At the end of
the decade, he was an aide to President Jerry RAWLINGS
(1947- ) until Rawlings stepped down from office in
2002 after his party lost the presidential elections.

See also: LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Azikiwe, Nnamdi (Benjamin Nnamdi Azikiwe)

(1904-1996) First president of independent Nigeria
Azikiwe’s anticolonial activism, expressed primarily

through the newspapers he headed first in the Gold Coast
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(present-day GHANA) and then in his homeland of NIGE-
RiA, won him great fame and popularity. In 1944 he
founded the National Council for Nigeria and the Cam-
eroons (NCNC), a pan-Nigeria political organization. In
1948 he was elected president of the 1GBO Union, a posi-
tion which put him in competition with rival ethnic po-
litical parties, particularly the HausA-Fulani NORTHERN
PEOPLE'S CONGRESs (NPC), led by Alhaji Sir Ahmadu
BELLO (1910-1966), and the YORUBA Action Group, led
by Obafemi aworowo (1909-1987).

When, in 1961, the Northern Cameroons joined
with Nigeria and the Southern Cameroons united
with the Republic of camerooN, the NCNC
changed its name to the National Convention of
Nigerian Citizens.

As Nigeria prepared for independence from Britain, a
new federal legislature was formed, and, in 1960, Azikiwe
became president of the Senate. The NPC, the majority
party in the legislature, formed a coalition government
with Azikiwe’s NCNC. Under these auspices, also in 1960,
Azikiwe became the governor-general of Nigeria, which
was Now a sovereign state.

Ethnic and political strife began to boil during the
first three years of Nigeria’s independence. The coalition
of the NPC and NCNC was strained, with the NPC being
Muslim, upper class, and regional in its interests, and the
NCNC, Christian, non-aristocratic, and nationalistic. The
relationship was maintained essentially because of the
NPC’s majority power, to which the NCNC wanted to re-
main close. In addition census results, which determined
representation in the legislature, were hotly contested in
1962-63, with the NCNC accusing the NPC of altering
the results to their benefit.

Meanwhile, in 1962, dissension within the opposition
Action Group spilled over into mass riots in the Western
Region. The violence entered the legislature as well, which
was then dissolved under a declaration of a state of emer-
gency. It was in the aftermath of these circumstances that
Azikiwe became president of Nigeria, when the country
became a republic in 1963.

The creation of a Midwestern Region in 1963 her-
alded a shifting of political alliances and further turmoil,
as the NPC-NCNC coalition fell apart. From 1964-65,
election disputes spawned more violence and general dis-
order, and Azikiwe and Prime Minister Abubakar Tafawa
BALEWA (1912-1966) were deeply at odds.

In 1966, while Azikiwe was in London for medical
treatment, Igbo army officers led by General Johnson
Aguiyi-Ironsi (1924-1966) rose up in a COUP D'ETAT,
killing Balewa and other government leaders and forcing
Azikiwe from the presidency. This was followed by an-
other coup that same year, this time led by Hausa-Fulani
officers. Ethnic clashes followed, with many Igbo living
in the Northern Region massacred by the Hausa-Fulani
majority. The Igbo in Azikiwe’s Eastern Region responded
by seceding from the nation in 1967, declaring the inde-
pendent Republic of BIAFRA. Azikiwe’s attempts to prevent
the secession failed, and the country erupted in what
came to be known as the Biafran War. Azikiwe served as
an advisor for the Biafrans for a time but switched to the
federal side after the Biafran cause became hopeless, an
action that earned him the ire of his native Igbo. The war
ended in 1970 with the defeat of the Biafrans.

In 1978 civilian rule was again established, and
Azikiwe became the head of the Nigerian People’s Party
(NPP). He ran for the presidency in 1979 and 1983, los-
ing each time to Alhaji Shehu Shagari (1925— ), leader
of the National Party for Nigeria (NPN). Azikiwe retired
from politics in 1983, having regained the support of his
native Igbo people.

See also: AzikKiwe, NNAMDI (Vol. 1V); ETHNIC CON-
FLICT IN AFRICA (Vol. V); FuLaN1 (Vols. 11, III).



Ba, Amadou Hampaté (1901-1991) Islamic scholar
and writer of African folklore and oral tradition

Born into a well-to-do Peul-speaking, Fulani Muslim
family in Bandiagara, MALI, Ba received his primary edu-
cation at a French colonial school in Jenne before mov-
ing on to study in the Malian capital of BAMAKO and in
Gorée, SENEGAL. About the same time, Ba became a pupil
of the Sufi mystic Tierno Bokar (1875-1940). Ba worked
for a time in the French colonial service in UPPER VOLTA
before joining the French Institute for Black Africa,
where he began research in African history and ethnog-
raphy. In 1958 he founded the Malian Institute for Re-
search in Human Sciences. He also became an ambas-
sador to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

The Peul (Pulaar) language is widely used in West
Africa. In its various dialects, it is spoken by
roughly 14 million people of Fulani background
from Fouta Jallon (modern GuINEA) through NIGER,
Mali, NIGERIA, and cAMEROON. Fulani traders and
merchants can be found in almost every major city
in West Africa.

As a Muslim scholar, Ba was an unlikely champion for
the preservation of African folklore and oral traditions. Ba
strongly believed that oral traditions held a wealth of es-
sential cultural information, once saying, “In Africa, when
an old person dies, it is a library that burns down.” How-
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ever, it was his desire and ability to bridge cultural gaps
that became the foundation of his educational legacy.
After his retirement, in 1970, Ba moved to ABIDJAN, IVORY
coAsT, where he taught until his death in 1991.

Ba produced a number of scholarly works during his
lifetime, as well as stories and one novel, L’Etrange destin
de Wangrin (The fortunes of Wangrin, 1973). It tells of an
African man caught between European culture and African
traditions. He also produced an autobiography, Amkoullel,
Penfant peul (Amkoullel, the Fulani child, 1991).

See also: BA, AMADOU HAMPATE (Vol. IV); HISTORICAL
SCHOLARSHIP ON AFRICA (Vols. IV, V); ISLAM, INFLUENCE
oF (Vols. II, 111, IV, V); JENNE (Vols. II, III); LITERATURE IN
MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V); ORAL TRADITION (Vols. I, IV); su-
FisM (Vol. IV).

Ba, Miriama (1929-1981) Writer and educator from
Senegal

Miriama Ba was born into a prominent Muslim fam-
ily in DAKAR, the capital of SENEGAL. Miriama was sent to
live with her maternal grandparents at a young age after
her mother’s death and was raised in a traditional Muslim
environment, in which the formal EDUCATION of women
was not a high priority. Even so, she stayed in touch with
her father, a progressive government official, who encour-
aged her to develop her natural intellectual brilliance.
(Ba’s father would become Senegal’s first health minister
when the country achieved independence in 1960.)

Ba won a scholarship to the Ecole Normale, a Western-
style secondary school in Dakar, where she learned the
French language in which she wrote. After graduating she
started teaching and married Obeye Diop, a member of the
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Senegalese Parliament. Although they eventually divorced,
Ba and Diop had nine children together. With a large fam-
ily to look after, and with her health in a delicate state, Ba
gave up teaching and began writing essays and giving lec-
tures on subjects such as women’s rights, West African ed-
ucation, and traditional social customs.

Ba published her first novel, Une si longue lettre
(published in English as So Long a Letter), in 1980, at
the age of 51. Widely lauded by critics, the short novel
examines the pernicious double standards of traditional
patriarchal societies. So Long a Letter won the first
Noma Award for publishing in Africa and became a cause
célebre for West African women and feminists around the
world.

The Noma Award is an annual prize that recognizes
outstanding African writers. The award, first given
in 1980, comes with a $10,000 prize.

Ba wrote one other novel, Un chant éclarate (Scarlet
song), but died before its publication in 1981.

See also: 1sLam, INFLUENCE OF (Vols. 11, 1II, IV, V);
LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V); WOMEN IN COLO-
NIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV); WOMEN IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Babangida, Ibrahim (Ibrahim Badamosi Ba-
bangida) (1941- ) Nigerian military head of state

Originally from Niger State, Babangida was born into
an ethnic Gwari family, outside of the traditional Nigerian
aristocracy. This, combined with an outgoing personality
and a willingness to accept other points of view, made
him a popular officer and helped him rise steadily in the
Nigerian army. Beginning in 1976 he played a larger role
in the various military regimes that governed NIGERIA,
eventually serving as the armys chief of staff under
General Muhammadu Buhari (1942— ). Growing increas-
ingly dissatisfied with Buhari’s rule, Babangida helped ini-
tiate a COUP D’ETAT in 1985 that brought himself and the
Armed Forces Ruling Council to power.

Publicly committed to transferring power to civilian
rule, Babangida took steps to improve the political situa-
tion in Nigeria, including releasing political prisoners.
Yet he also stifled dissent, issuing temporary bans of
journals critical of his actions and even forbidding for-
mer office holders from having positions in the new gov-
ernment. He continued, however, to confront severe eco-
nomic crises, primarily brought on by the sharp down-
turn in OIL prices that crippled the Nigerian economy
during the 1980s and 1990s. In 1993 Babangida prom-
ised free, democratic elections. When it became appar-

ent, however, that the 1993 election was going to be won
by the YORUBA financier Mashood aBioLa (1937- 1998),
Babangida declared the election invalid before the final
results could be announced.

Criticized both at home and abroad, Babangida’s ac-
tions set off a period of unrest punctuated by strikes and
protests. Eventually, Sani aBacHA (1943-1998), a career
military officer and part of many Nigerian governments,
pushed Babangida into resigning and turning power over to
the civilian business leader Earnest Shonekan (1936- )
and his interim national government. Following Shon-
ekan’s brief tenure as chief of state (82 days), Abacha
took control of the government, restoring power to the
military.

See also: ETHNIC CONFLICT IN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Balewa, Abubakar Tafawa (Sir; Alhaji; Malam
Abubakar) (1912-1966) First prime minister of inde-
pendent Nigeria

Balewa, a Muslim and former teacher from northern
NIGERIA, began his political career in 1947, when he was
elected to the Northern Region’s House of Assembly in
colonial Nigeria. When the British replaced the House of
Assembly with a federal House of Representatives in 1951,
the popular Balewa continued to represent his native
Northern Region. He also held the post of minister of the
Department of Works and Transport.

In the early 1950s the Nigerian federation became
self-governing and pushed for even greater independence
from Britain. In preparation for the coming indepen-
dence, Balewa, along with Ahmadu BELLO (1910-1966),
founded the conservative NORTHERN PEOPLE'S CONGRESS
(NPC). His party’s members were mostly HAUsA and
Fulani northerners, and Balewa believed for a while that
Nigeria should be partitioned into two countries, one for
the Muslim majority in the north and the other for the
non-Muslim southern groups, including the 1GBO and
YORUBA. Balewa’s NPC party vied for votes with other key
regional political parties, including the National Council
for Nigeria and Cameroons, led by eastern Nigerians Dr.
Nnamdi AZIKIWE (1904-1996) and Herbert Macaulay
(1864-1946), and the western-based Action Group oppo-
sition party, led by Yoruba chief Obafemi aworowo
(1909-1987).

In 1957 Balewa was appointed prime minister of the
Nigerian federation and Azikiwe was named governor
general. The NPC then won the 1959 election, so Balewa
remained prime minister at independence in 1960. That
same year Queen Elizabeth II (1926— ) knighted Balewa
for his strong leadership. That Balewa accepted this honor,
reminiscent of the colonial era, angered younger and more
militant African nationalists. In 1963 Nigeria became a re-
public, although it remained within the British Common-
wealth. As the prime minister of a parliamentary system,



Balewa exercised broad executive and legislative power;
Azikiwe’s new presidential post, on the other hand, was
mostly ceremonial. Balewa, now leading a multiparty gov-
ernment, toned down his argument for a divided Nigeria
and put his faith in the Nigerian coalition.

Balewa soon found himself leading a country in disar-
ray, reeling from regional and ethnic disputes, unable to
agree on whether to pursue Western-style capitalism or so-
cialism, and unable or unwilling to enforce its constitu-
tional laws. The 1964 elections were marred by violence
and boycotted, and in 1965 Balewa’s party was accused of
rigging the election process, especially in the Igbo region.
Typical of the political maneuvering that went on, Azikiwe,
as president, attempted but failed to dismiss Bello as prime
minister. In general Balewa’s personal integrity was un-
questioned, but his government was increasingly seen as
corrupt, with individuals having political ties becoming
rich while much of the country suffered from povErTY and
starvation. In 1966 Balewa was assassinated in a military
coup D’ETAT led by officers from the Igbo ethnic group of
southern Nigeria. Major General Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi
(1924-1966), an Igbo army commander, emerged as Nige-
ria’s new leader and dismantled the civilian government,
replacing it with a military regime. Widespread anti-Igho
violence followed in the wake of the coup, and Aguiyi-
Ironsi was assassinated within months in a second coup
that brought army chief of staff Yakubu cowon (1934- )
to power. In 1967 the eastern region seceded, declaring it-
self the independent state of BIAFRA, and Nigeria’s civil war
(1967-70) had begun.

See also: BALEWA, ABUBAKAR (Vol, IV); NATIONALISM
AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Trevor Clark, A Right Honourable
Gentleman: Abubakar from the Black Rock: A Narrative
Chronicle of the Life and Times of Nigerias Alhaji Sir
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa (London: Edward Arnold, 1991).

Bamako Capital city of Republic of maLl, located in the
southwestern part of the country, on the Niger River.
Bamako was the French colonial capital from 1883 until
independence in 1960, at which point it became the fed-
eral capital of Mali. The administrative, commercial, fi-
nancial, manufacturing, and TRANSPORTATION center for
the country, Bamako is the base of industries including
textiles, ceramics, pharmaceuticals, and the generation of
electricity. Motor vehicles, farm equipment, processed
food, and building supplies are also produced. Cement
and petroleum products from SENEGAL arrive at Bamako’s
river-port facilities via rail for further shipment inland. In
the other direction, rice and groundnuts (peanuts) from
the interior are sent upstream for transfer to the rail sys-
tem at Bamako. The city has an international airport, sev-
eral research institutes and colleges, a large market, and a
vibrant URBAN LIFE AND CULTURE.
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Some of the greatest modern African musicians
come from Mali, honing their performance skills in
Bamako before going on to the wider world stage.
In 1970 the government sponsored the Super Rail
Band, which went on to become famous and still
performs today. The internationally known Afro-
pop star Salif keita (1949- ) played with the band
from 1970 to 1973.

Bamako grew from a collection of villages in the early
1880s to a city of approximately 880,000 people today.
About 10 percent of Mali’s total population lives in the
city. It experienced a particularly rapid period of growth
between 1960 and 1970, when migration from the rural
areas more than tripled its population during a period of
DROUGHT AND DESERTIFICATION. Today, Bamako straddles
both sides of the Niger River.

See also: Bamako (Vols. 11, 1II, IV); NIGER RIVER
(Vols. 1, TI1); POPULATION GROWTH (Vol. V); URBANIZATION
(Vols. 1V, V).

Banda, Hastings Kamuzu (Ngwazi Hastings
Kamuzu Banda) (c. 1898-1997) President of Malawi
from 1966 to 1994

Born in the British protectorate of Nyasaland, Banda
became a successful doctor in England, using his money
and position to become a figure of influence within the
Nyasaland African Congress, a Nyasaland nationalist orga-
nization. In 1957 Banda went to Nyasaland as the leader of
a protest against British plans to assimilate Nyasaland,
Northern Rhodesia, and Southern Rhodesia (these territo-
ries already linked as the Central African Federation) into
a single state. Violent demonstrations, which Banda helped
foment with his impassioned public speaking, led to a
British backlash, and Banda was imprisoned. He was re-
leased in 1961 and named president for life of the Malawi
Congress party, which was formed while he was in prison.
He led the party to sweep the elections that same year. In
1962 Banda led the African side of a temporary, joint white
and black government. In 1963 he became Nyasaland’s
first prime minister. Nyasaland became the fully indepen-
dent MALAWI in 1964, and in 1966 Banda was established
as the president of the Republic of Malawi.

In 1967 Banda established diplomatic relations with
SOUTH AFRICA. In doing so, he was alone among the Afri-
can heads of state, for the ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY
had a policy of boycotting South Africa because of its
APARTHEID policies. Banda, however, received major eco-
nomic benefits from South Africa in the form of invest-
ments and trade.
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A highly authoritarian leader, Banda quickly estab-
lished himself as the country’s sole decision maker, purging
the government of any possible opposition and imposing a
policy of “guided democracy” By assuming the title of
president for life of Malawi in 1971, clearly Banda in-
tended to guide the democracy himself. Banda exerted
control over all of Malawi’s media, as well as the Congress
party’s Press Holdings company, whose profits mostly went
to Banda’s personal fortune. Using intimidation tactics that
he enforced with the Malawi Young Pioneers, a loyalist
group he founded, Banda seized money for his treasury
and drove his opposition into exile. In the 1980s these ex-
iles faced assassination and kidnapping at the hands of
Malawi secret police.

However, there were also some positive sides to
Banda’s rule, especially in the area of AGRICULTURE. His
efforts to improve the rural areas meant that, in contrast
to much of the rest of the continent, Malawi did not wit-
ness uncontrolled URBANIZATION.

Banda’s control over Malawi was near total. Short
skirts and pants were banned from the female
wardrobe, as was long hair for men. He used
money from the nation’s treasury to fund construc-
tion of seven presidential palaces, and relocated
the national capital from Zomba to LILONGWE, in
the lands of his Chewa heritage. He also sought to
impose chiChewa as the national language but en-
countered great resistance from speakers of other
languages. He even forced those who came near
him to do so on their knees.

Despite his efforts, by the 1990s Banda’s rule buckled
under opposition both at home and abroad. In 1993
Banda underwent brain surgery in JOHANNESBURG, but
managed to maintain his power until 1994, when he gave
in to calls for multiparty elections. Banda and his follow-
ers were crushed in the elections, and Bakili muLuzI
(1943— ), of the UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT, became
president. Banda’s treatment of his opposition while in of-
fice continued to haunt him, and he was charged with
murder in 1995, though he was acquitted. He died of
pneumonia in 1997 in Johannesburg, where he had been
seeking medical treatment.

See also: BANDA, HASTINGS KaMUZU (Vol. IV).

Bangui Capital city of the CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC. A
sprawling city of more than 700,000 residents, Bangui
traces its roots back to its establishment as a French colo-
nial military outpost in 1889. When the Central African

Republic (CAR) achieved independence from France in
1960, Bangui, already a thriving administrative and com-
mercial center, was named the capital. Today the city is
home to CAR’s government, judicial courts, banking cen-
ters, cultural archives, and major media outlets.

Between periods of relative calm, the history of
Bangui has been marked by civil unrest, labor riots, eth-
nic clashes, and armed insurrections. In 1966 Colonel
Jean-Bedel BOkassa (1921-1996) replaced CAR’s first
president, David packo (1930— ), and began disman-
tling the republic, eventually declaring himself emperor
in 1977. As a result violent riots and political protests
filled the streets of Bangui. By 1979 the situation was so
grave that the French military intervened on Dacko’s be-
half, toppling Bokassa’s regime and returning the country
to a republic. In 1981, however, a coup DETAT led by
General André Kolingba removed Dacko from power
once again.

In the 1990s the parliament of the Central African
Republic ushered in reforms that sparked more violence
between security forces and groups pushing for democ-
racy. In 1993 Ange-Félix PATASSE (1937— ) won the pres-
idency in the country’s first multiparty elections, but his
victory was disputed by various opposition groups,
throwing Bangui into upheaval once again. Early in 1997
French troops returned to the city to establish peace, and
in 1999 these troops were replaced by an all-African
peacekeeping force.

See also: BanGuUr (Vol. 1V); FRANCE AND AFRICA
(Vols. 1V, V).

Banjul Capital city and seaport of The GamBIA, located
at the mouth of the Gambia River. Founded as a British
military post in 1816, and given the name of Bathurst,
the city was an important commercial center because of
its strategic TRANSPORTATION location at the mouth of the
highly navigable Gambia River. The principal commod-
ity that flowed through its waterfront, beginning in the
1840s and continuing through the colonial period, was
groundnuts (peanuts). From 1889 until The Gambia’s in-
dependence in 1965, it was also the administrative capi-
tal of the British Protectorate and Colony. It became the
national capital upon The Gambia’s independence in
1965. The country became a republic in 1970, and in
1973 the city’s name was changed to Banjul, which was
the original name of the island on which it is located.
Banjul is the largest city in the smallest country in
size on the mainland continent, with one of the smallest
economies. Major improvements in Banjul's port facilities
during the 1970s increased its capacity to serve as the
commercial and transportation center of the country. The
economy is based mostly on agricultural products, with
groundnut products and palm kernel as the principal Ex-
PORTS and rice as a major domestic crop. Recently the



TOURISM industry has been growing, which has led to the
development of a substantial handicraft market.

Groundnuts were originally introduced by the
Portuguese in the 15th century. Later the British
promoted cultivation of groundnuts as an economic
activity after the prohibition of slavery. Investment
in the groundnut industry was increased again in
the 1950s in order to make the area more self-suffi-
cient. Today groundnuts are a chief crop for export.
Oil made from the crushed nuts is exported to
Europe.

Banjul is accessible from the mainland by both a
three-mile (5 km) ferry and the Banjul-Serekunda high-
way. The international airport lies in Yundum, 18 miles
(30 km) distant to the southwest. The main ethnic groups
are the Wolof, Fulbe, and Mandinka, some of whom come
from neighboring SENEGAL, which borders The Gambia to
the south, north, and east. The population of Banjul was
estimated at 35,000 in 2003.

See also: ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V); FU-
LANI (Vols. 1, 11, III, TV) FULFULDE (Vol. I); GAMBIA RIVER
(Vol. 1I); groUNDNUTS (Vol. III, 1V); MaNDINKA (Vol. 1I,
IV); PORTUGAL AND AFRICA (Vols. III, IV, V); SENEGAMBIA
REGION (Vols. III, IV); SLAVE TRADE (Vol. IV) SLAVERY
(Vols. 1, 11, 111, V) woLOF (Vol. 11, IV).

Bantu education SouTH AFRICAN system of EDUCA-
TION for Africans under APARTHEID. The Bantu Education
system was an attempt to reinforce the white minority’s
political control of the country by reinforcing Africans’
sense of ethnicity and identity in contrast to a national
South African identity.

The 1953 Bantu Education Act was one of the leg-
islative cornerstones of apartheid. It took the control of
African schooling out of the hands of MiSSIONARIES and
placed it with mostly Afrikaner government officials to
devise and implement an education that defined rural
life along ethnic lines. The language of instruction at
the elementary level was to be one of the Bantu African
languages. South Africa’s official languages, AFRIKAANS
and English, were gradually introduced as the languages
of instruction only at the junior secondary and secondary
school levels. However, few African children managed to
enter high school, let alone attend a tertiary institution
such as FORT HARE COLLEGE. Bantu Education also rein-
forced the social organization of the BANTUSTANS, with
their emphasis on ethnicity and their physical location in
rural areas.
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Politically aware Africans and their organizations,
such as the AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, bitterly op-
posed Bantu Education as inferior education, or, in the
words of one outspoken critic, “education for barbarism.”
The sowETO Rebellion of 1976—77 erupted over language
issues linked to Bantu Education. While the number of
African children attending school, especially at the ele-
mentary level, increased sharply under Bantu Education,
the students were taught in overcrowded classrooms,
without adequate books and supplies, and generally by
poorly prepared teachers. The legacy of Bantu Education
for post-apartheid South Africa is an adult African popu-
lation that, by and large, lacks adequate education and
thus is less able to obtain training to develop job skills.

Further reading: Peter Kallaway, ed., The History of
Education Under Apartheid, 1948-1994: The Doors of
Learning and Culture Shall Be Opened (New York: Peter
Lang, 2002).

Bantustans (Black Homelands) Ten mostly frag-
mented territories established by the racist APARTHEID
government of SOUTH AFRICA to serve as “homelands” for
the country’s various black African peoples. The system-
atic policy of racial segregation and discrimination
known as apartheid (AFRIKAANS for “separateness”) was
not officially instated in South Africa until the National
Party came to power in 1948. However, segregation had
been a government goal for some time, with land acts in
1913 and 1936 establishing a system of “native reserves”
for black Africans well before apartheid became state pol-
icy. After many years of expanding and redefining the
boundaries of reserves, in 1959 plans for black African
self-government within the reserves were put into action.
Each reserve was designated as a “homeland” for a spe-
cific ethnic group. In 1970 the Homelands Citizenship
Act revoked South African citizenship (and any of the
few appertaining rights) from all black Africans in South
Africa, making them legal citizens of their appropriate
homelands.

Transkei was the first official Bantustan, as the re-
serves came to be known, and was designated as a home-
land for the xHOsA people. Nine others were also estab-
lished, including Ciskei (for the Xhosa), Bophuthatswana
(Tswana), Gazankulu (Tsonga-Shangaan), KwaNdebele
(Ndebele), KaNgwane (Swazi), KwaZulu (zuLu), Lebowa
(Pedi), Qwaqwa (Sotho), and Venda (Venda). Of these,
only Ciskei and Qwaqwa were contiguous territories; the
other Bantustans were largely fragmented into between
two and 30 parcels of land that were often widely scat-
tered. All told the Bantustans, which were intended to ac-
commodate all of South Africa’s black African majority,
only accounted for 13 percent of the country’s land. In
addition to their insufficient size, the Bantustans had ir-
regular boundaries that confused even the government
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officials who had drawn them up. For example, the South
African embassy to Bophuthatswana had to be relocated
once it was determined it had been mistakenly built in
South African territory.

Though each Bantustan was intended for a specific
ethnic group, this was often not the case. The Bo-
phuthatswana Bantustan, for example, was estab-
lished as the homeland for the Tswana people.
However, nearly half of the Tswana lived outside
Bophuthatswana, while a full third of the Bantus-
tan’s population was made up of other African
peoples.

The Bantustans were exclusively rural, and their inhab-
itants survived only by subsistence farming, by providing
LABOR in the cities, mines, and on white-owned farms, and
by utilizing financial aid provided by the South African gov-
ernment. Each Bantustan was somewhat self-governing,
managing to some degree its own schools, health care, road
maintenance, and police. With the goal of eventually ren-
dering all black Africans in South Africa as “foreigners,” the
South African government declared four Bantustans to be
fully “independent” states. These black states, Transkei
(1976), Bophuthatswana (1977), Venda (1979), and Ciskei
(1981), were never recognized by the international commu-
nity. By the late 1980s the South African government gave
up on the plan to make the remaining six Bantustans inde-
pendent as well. With the fall of apartheid in 1994, the 10
Bantustans were dissolved, and their inhabitants were rein-
stated as full South African citizens.
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In the 1980s casino gambling, which was illegal in
South Africa, became a major industry in the “inde-
pendent” Bantustans, primarily Transkei and Bo-
phuthatswana. The famous $90 million Sun City
resort and casino developed in Bophuthatswana.

See also: ETHNIC GROUP (Vol. 1IV); ETHNICITY AND
IDENTITY (Vol. I); RACE AND RACISM (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Anne Kelk Mager, Gender and the
Making of a South African Bantustan: A Social History of
the Ciskei, 1945-1959 (Portsmouth, N.H.: Heinemann,
1999).

Barnard, Christiaan (1922-2001) South African
heart transplant pioneer

Christiaan Neethling Barnard was born in the small
South African town of Beaufort West and grew up in
humble circumstances. Excelling in his studies, he gradu-
ated from the University of Cape Town in 1946, and then
earned his MD in 1953. A grant then enabled him to
study under heart surgery expert Dr. C. Walton Lillehei
(1918-1999) at the University of Minnesota in 1956.
Barnard returned to CAPE TOWN in 1958 and, at Groote
Schuur Hospital, established what became one of the
world’s premier heart surgery units.

After performing a successful human kidney trans-
plant and a number of experimental heart transplants in
dogs, Barnard attempted the world’s first human-to-
human heart transplant in 1967. The operation itself
was a success, but the patient died of pneumonia after
18 days, a result of the immunosuppressant drugs de-
signed to prevent the patient’s body from rejecting the
transplanted heart. Undaunted, Barnard performed a
second transplant shortly the first one. This time, the
patient survived for 19 months. Though Barnard was pi-
oneering a largely unexplored field of surgery, his suc-
cess was ultimately remarkable, with his fifth and sixth
patients both living for more than 10 years after their
transplants.

Barnard’s first patient, a 55-year-old man named
Louis Washkansky (d. 1967), suffered from incur-
able heart disease. After the operation, which re-
placed Washkansky’s heart with that of a young
woman who had died in a car accident, Washkansky
reportedly said, “I am the new Frankenstein.”
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Barnard continued to push the envelope in the field
of heart transplant surgery, performing the first “piggy-
back” heart transplant, in 1974, the first animal-to-human
transplant, in 1977, and the first heart and lung transplant,
in 1981. His initial operations launched similar efforts
worldwide, though it was not until the advent of improved
immunosuppressants that heart transplants became more
viable. Barnard’s accomplishments also touched off exten-
sive ethical and moral debates about the practice of organ
donation.

“Piggyback” refers to a transplant operation where
a second heart is implanted in a patient to assist the
original failing heart or to aid it while it heals.
Barnard’s animal-to-human transplants were per-
formed as piggyback operations as well.

Barnard retired from MEDICINE in 1983. He wrote a
number of books over his career, including various nov-
els and his autobiography, One Life (1969). Since his
landmark operation in 1967, more than 100,000 heart
transplant surgeries have been performed worldwide.

See also: HEALTH AND HEALING IN MODERN AFRICA
(Vol. V).

Barre, Mohammed Siad (1910-1995) Somali dictator

Born in Italian Somaliland, Barre became an orphan
at age 10 and made a meager living as a shepherd. He
later joined the colonial police and began a successful
military career. In 1960 Italian Somaliland joined with
British Somaliland and became the independent country
of somaLIA. Barre became vice commander of the Somali
army and then was promoted to the rank of commander-
in-chief.

In 1969 Somali president Abdi Rashid Ali Shermarke
(1919-1969) was assassinated, and Barre led a military
COUP D’ETAT to assume control of the country. Barre imme-
diately began to install a socialist regime. He suspended
the Somali constitution, outlawed political parties, and
disbanded the National Assembly. In 1976 Barre founded
the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party (SRSP). By 1979
a new constitution established Somalia as a one-party so-
cialist state, dominated by Barre and the SRSP and backed
by the Soviet Union.

Operating under a nationalistic impulse and the no-
tion of a “Greater Somalia,” Barre began armed support of
ethnic Somali rebels in the Ogaden Plain of ETHIOPIA. In
1974, after the overthrow of Ethiopian emperor HAILE SE-
LASSIE (1892-1975), Barre’s Soviet allies switched their
support to Ethiopia. Playing on Cold War tensions, Barre
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turned to the United States for military and financial aid
and invaded the Ogaden Plain in July 1977. Despite
American backing, by 1978 the Somalis were driven from
Ethiopia, though guerrilla fighting in Ogaden continued
until 1988.

In Somalia Barre faced increasing resistance to his
regime. In 1978 a military coup failed to unseat Barre, and
violent battles between rebels and Barre’s forces resulted in
massive casualties. In 1991, in spite of Barre’s brutal
reprisals, rebels led by the United Somali Congress (USC)
captured the Somali capital of MOGADISHU. Barre was
forced to flee to LAGOS, NIGERIA, where he remained until
his death. Somalia thereafter descended into constant civil
war between factions struggling to assume power.

See also: coLD wAR AND AFRICA (Vol. V); SOVIET
UNION AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V); UNITED STATES AND
AFRICA (Vols. TV, V).

al-Bashir, Omar Hasan Ahmad (1945- ) President
of the Republic of the Sudan

Omar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir rose to prominence in
the Republic of the suban in the 1980s as an army
colonel fighting against the Sudan People’s Liberation
Army (SPLA), a Christian rebel group in southern Sudan.
In 1989 he led the “June 30 National Salvation
Revolution,” installing himself as “head of state, prime
minister, defense minister and commander in chief of the
army.” In a fundamental reform, al-Bashir’s 15-man mili-
tary junta universally replaced the Sudanese government
and system of laws, based on English common law, with
Islamic law, or SHARIA.

Battles with the SPLA intensified throughout the
1990s, killing an estimated 2 million Christians and Mus-
lims. In 1999 the legislature moved to decrease presiden-
tial authority and hold a multiparty election. In reaction
al-Bashir dissolved parliament and declared a three-
month state of emergency.

Al-Bashir’s support from the Islamic Front, with
which he had allied himself at the start of his presidency,
began to show strains. Relations worsened in 2001 when
al-Bashir had the leader of the National Islamic Front,
Hassan Abd Allah al-Turasr (1932— ), imprisoned for
opposing him. However, with every threat, al-Bashir has
reacted by further consolidating his power. His authori-
tarian tendencies have led to discontent within his gov-
ernment, while his support for other Islamic regimes,
including 11Bya and Iran, made the Sudan an outcast
among Western governments.

Al-Bashirs control of the government, however, has
not led to either peace or tranquility in Sudan. For almost
19 years, civil strife raged between the northern and south-
ern parts of the country, with al-Bashir’s troops frequently
being accused of human rights violations that included
rape, torture, and the murder of women and children.

International pressure, which began to intensify in 2001,
eventually forced al-Bashir to find a peaceful solution to
the conflict, and in 2004 he granted limited autonomy to
the southern part of the country and promised a full refer-
endum on southern independence at the end of six years.

This did not mark the end of civil strife in Sudan,
however, as rebels began actively revolting in the western
region of DARFUR. To aid in combatting the rebels al-
Bashir provided government money and support to inde-
pendent militias, commonly known as Janjaweed. In the
years since the revolt began, in 2003, reports of atrocities,
ethnic cleansing, and starvation have steadily increased,
and international pressure for a solution has become in-
tensified.

See also: 1sSLAM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. V).

Bayi, Filbert (1953— ) Tanzanian middle-distance runner

Born in Karratu, TANZANIA, Bayi first appeared on the
international track stage at the 1972 Olympics in Mu-
nich, Germany. His first notable victory was at the 1973
African Games, where he won the 1,500-meter race over
Kip KEINO (1940- ), the reigning Olympic gold medal-
ist in the event.

Bayi is best remembered for his world-record perfor-
mance in the 1,500-meter race at the 1974 Common-
wealth Games, in New Zealand. In a contest that many
track aficionados regard as the greatest 1,500-meter race
ever, he broke the world record with a time of 3 minutes
32.16 seconds. In the same race, the host country’s John
Walker (1952— ) also broke the world record, only to
lose to Bayi by 0.3 seconds. In 1980 Bayi was the Olympic
silver medalist in the 3,000-meter steeplechase.

See also: BIKiLA, ABEBE (Vol. V); SPORTS AND ATHLET-
1cs (Vol. V).

Bebey, Francis (1929-2001) Cameroonian musician
and writer

Francis Bebey was born in bouaLA, the main port city
of cAMEROON, where he received his early education. In
the mid-1950s he studied at the Sorbonne University in
Paris, followed by a stint at New York University, in the
United States. After earning his degree in broadcasting, he
worked in Paris as a radio producer and journalist, begin-
ning in 1957. Four years later, still in Paris, Bebey began
studying and documenting indigenous African music for
UNESCO, the United Nations cultural and educational or-
ganization. Based on his research, Bebey published two
works, La radiodiffusion en Afrique noire (Broadcasting in
black Africa) in 1963 and, in 1969 Musique de I'Afrique
(translated and published as African Music: A Peoples Art,
in 1975). The UNESCO project occupied him until 1974.

Beyond his scholarly musical interests, Bebey was
also an accomplished instrumentalist and singer. As a



teenager he had played guitar in a band in Douala, and he
continued to perform throughout his life, with his last
recordings made in the late 1990s.

Acclaimed as a musician, Bebey was equally well
known as a novelist. In 1968 he won the Grand Prix Lit-
térraire de I'Afrique Noire—a prestigious award for
African French writers—for his novel, Le Fils d’Agatha
Moudio (The son of Agatha Moudio), which tells the
story of a young Cameroonian from a coastal fishing vil-
lage who is unlucky in marriage. The book appeared in
English, German, Italian, and Dutch translations. In his
distinguished literary career, Bebey published several
other novels, poems, and works on African music, and
even wrote a screenplay. Throughout his works as both
musician and writer, Bebey consistently attempted to pre-
sent African cultural values and performance arts in a
positive light, thus opposing racism.

See also: LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

Bello, Ahmadu (Alhaji Sir Ahmadu Bello)
(1910-1966) Political leader from Northern Nigeria

Bello, head of the HAUSA-Fulani NORTHERN PEOPLE’S
CONGRESS (NPC), retained his position as premier of the
Northern Region when NIGERIA achieved independence in
1960. With fellow NPC member Abubakar Tafawa BALEWA
(1912-1966) as the country’s prime minister, Bello and
the NPC held great political sway.

Nigeria, however, faced increasing discord during
the early years of its independence. Shifting political al-
liances and tensions among Nigeria's main ethnic
groups, the Hausa-Fulani in the north, the 1GBO in the
east, and the YORUBA in the west, contributed to na-
tional instability. Western Nigeria, in particular, fell
into chaos, as riots occurred over a split in the Action
Group, the Yoruba political party led by Obafemi
AWOLOWO (1909-1987). Controversy over the 1962-63
census, which many in the rest of the country felt was
manipulated to favor the north politically, stoked ani-
mosity toward Igbo living in the north. This helped fuel
the “Igbo-must-go” campaign, a movement to rid the
northern region of the Igho minority. Leading the move-
ment was the Sardauna Brigade, a paramilitary group Bello
formed as his private army.

Ethnic tensions in Nigeria during the first few years
of independence were not limited to the three
major ethnicities. In 1964 the Tiv, a large ethnic mi-
nority located in the Benue State, in north central
Nigeria, conducted a series of attacks on the NPC.
The Nigerian army quickly quelled the uprising.

Ben Bella, Ahmed 47

In 1964 Bello led a political alliance between the NPC
and the Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP),
which had splintered off from the Yoruba-led Action
Group. The alliance, called the Nigerian National Alliance
(NNA), won that year’s elections. The following year, the
NNDP declared victory in a controversial regional election
in Western Nigeria. Once again chaos erupted. The politi-
cal and ethnic divisions boiled over in 1966, when a group
of mostly Igbo army officers staged a coup DETAT and
seized control of the federal government. Bello was assassi-
nated, as were prime minister Tafawa Balewa and a num-
ber of other high-ranking officials. Major General Johnson
Aguiyi-Ironsi (1924-1966) briefly assumed control of
Nigeria until he, too, was killed in a coup later that year.
The stage was then set for the attempted secession of BI-
AFRA, a crisis that led to the Nigerian civil war of 1967-70.

See also: BELLO, AHMADU (Vol. IV); cIviL waRrs (Vol.
V); ETHNIC CONFLICT IN AFRICA (Vol. V); ETHNIC GROUP
(Vol. D).

Further reading: John N. Paden, Ahmadu Bello Sar-
dauna of Sokoto: Values and Leadership in Nigeria (Lon-
don: Hodder and Stoughton, 1986).

Ben Bella, Ahmed (1916— ) First president of Algeria

Prior to the independence of ALGERIA in 1962,
Ahmed Ben Bella was an Algerian freedom fighter and a
founding member of the NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT
(Front de Liberation Nationale, FLN), the key organiza-
tion in the Algerians’ armed revolt against French rule. In
1956 French authorities arrested him for revolutionary
activities, and he remained in prison until 1962. Upon his
release Ben Bella was appointed prime minister of Al-
geria. Like many North African leaders, Ben Bella as-
cribed to pan-Arabism, a cultural-political movement that
encouraged the unity of Arab people from across North
Africa and the Middle East. Accordingly, he followed a
foreign policy of nonalignment during the Cold War, and
his domestic policy applied a pro-Arab socialist agenda to
the economy and to EDUCATION.

Ben Bella initially was supported by the Algerian army,
which was led by his friend and former FLN ally, Defense
Minister Houari BOUMEDIENNE (1927-1978). However, Ben
Bella’s persistent meddling in the affairs of the other gov-
ernment ministers alienated Boumédienne, who deposed
Ben Bella in 1965, placing him under house arrest.

Following his release in 1980, Ben Bella lived in
Switzerland for 10 years. From there he tried to insti-
gate a rebellion in Algeria that would return him to
power. Eventually he founded the Movement for Alge-
rian Democracy and returned to Algiers in 1990. Ben
Bella made a bid for the Algerian presidency that same
year, but his long absence from the local political scene

made him an unpopular candidate, and he was soundly
defeated.
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See also: BEN BELLA, AHMED (Vol. IV); NONALIGNED
MOVEMENT AND AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further reading: Merle, Robert, Ahmed Ben Bella
(New York: Walker, 1967).

Benin, Republic of West African country located on
the Gulf of Guinea, bordered by TOGO to the west, BURK-
INA FASO and NIGER to the north, and NIGERIA to the east.
The Republic of Benin covers approximately 43,500
square miles (112,700 sq km) and has an Atlantic Ocean
coastline measuring about 75 miles (121 km). The legal
capital of Benin is Porto-Novo, but the de facto capital is
COTONOU, located on the coast.

Benin at Independence Until 1975 today’s Republic
of Benin was known as DAHOMEY. It was a French colony
prior to 1958, at which time it joined the French Commu-
nity as an autonomous republic. Dahomey achieved inde-
pendence from France two years later, with Hubert Maga
(1916-2000) serving as the country’ first president.

From 1960 to 1972 the country was marred by gov-
ernmental instability and a succession of military coups
d’état. In all, there were 12 changes in leadership during
this time. All of these, however, occurred with very little
violence, and none of the deposed leaders was killed.
Although Dahomey had achieved independence from its
colonizers, it remained very much under French control,
both politically and economically. French expatriates
worked within Dahomey’s government as technical advis-
ers to facilitate decision making and policy. In addition,
France provided ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE for DEVELOPMENT
and also covered the nation’s deficit. These measures en-
sured firm French control over its interests in the former
colony.

Marxist Revolution In the 1970s a strong Marxist
movement emerged among Dahomey’s students and civil
service trade unionists. In light of this popular sentiment,
in 1972 army major Mathieu KEREKOU (1933— ), tout-
ing a socialist agenda, staged a COUP D’ETAT and assumed
the presidency. In 1974 Kérékou officially announced
that Dahomey was a Marxist country. The following year,
he changed the name of the country to the Peoples
Republic of Benin, and he set about nationalizing seg-
ments of Benins economy, including banks, insurance
companies, AGRICULTURE, and utilities. He also made con-
certed efforts to rid the country of foreign—especially
French—influence.

During the early 1980s the economic policies insti-
tuted by Kérékou and his ruling Revolutionary Peoples
Party of Benin were reaping benefits. Within a few short
years, however, the country was on the brink of eco-
nomic disaster. Unemployment rose uncontrollably,
state-owned banks collapsed, and government workers
were paid only sporadically, leading to widespread pop-
ular discontent. Government crackdowns led to accusa-

tions of HUMAN RIGHTS abuses. Exacerbating the situa-
tion, turmoil in neighboring Nigeria caused that coun-
try to expel thousands of Benin nationals and subse-
quently close the border to any more immigration from
Benin.

In the 1970s Benin saw the escalation of genera-
tional conflict involving both politics and RELIGION.
Younger activists wanted to replace village elders
with people more inclined to support Kérékou’s
revolutionary government. These people felt that
the older generation had been irredeemably influ-
enced by both outdated religious practices, such as
vodun, or voodoo, and by colonial ways of think-
ing. Labeling these elders “enemies of the revolu-
tion” and accusing them of sorcery, leaders of the
movement came to employ torture and even execu-
tion as punishment.

By 1988 Benin was threatening to default on several
of its loans, and the international community stepped in
to force Kérékou into making economic reforms. Bowing
to the pressure, he privatized some state industries and
cut government expenditures by doing away with a num-
ber of social services. In 1989 as Benin society reeled and
the communist framework was collapsing worldwide,
Kérékou finally agreed that the Marxist path had failed
Benin, and he began negotiations for a new democratic
constitution.

Democracy and Liberalization in Benin In 1990
the People’s Republic of Benin was renamed once again,
this time as the Republic of Benin. The following year,
Benin held its first free, multiparty elections. Nicéphore
Soglo (1934- ), a long-time political figure in Benin,
won election to the office of president. Immediately after
his election, Soglo enjoyed widespread popularity. How-
ever, in order to continue receiving monetary aid from
the INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND and the WORLD
BANK, Soglo’s government had to adopt harsh budgetary
restrictions as part of free-market STRUCTURAL ADJUST-
MENT. Further, the nation’s currency was devalued, and
import prices increased.

By 1996 Soglo had fallen out of favor. He was de-
feated in elections held that year, and Mathieu Kérékou
reclaimed the presidency. Kérékou won election again in
2001. Although Benin is mired in POVERTY, its improv-
ing economy and its political stability have made it one
of the rare African countries to have success with DE-
MOCRATIZATION.

See also: BENIN, REPUBLIC OF (Vols. I, II, III, IV);
FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V); MAGA, HUBERT (Vol. IV).



Further reading: Mathurin C. Houngnikpo, Deter-
minants of Democratization in Africa: A Comparative Study
of Benin and Togo (Lanham, Md.: University Press of
America, 2001).

Benin City Urban center located on the Benin River in
southern NIGERIA; unrelated to present-day Republic of
BENIN. Benin City was the center of the ancient kingdom of
Edo, which was invaded and ransacked in 1897 by British
troops. The British deposed and exiled the oba (king), but
restored the office in 1914. Today the oba still serves in an
advisory and ceremonial role for Edo State.

Benin City was known for its bronze, ivory, and
wood artistry. Much of the artwork was stolen during the
British invasion and auctioned off by the British to de-
fray military costs. Therefore, fine examples of Benin’s
ART can be found throughout the world. An important
collection has been preserved, however, in the museums
of Benin City. Many of the city’s artisans still practice the
ancient methods, including the lost-wax process, to
make their ART.

Today the city is an important trade center, linked to
1AGOs and other major Nigerian cities by highways, the
Benin River, and air transport. Benin City is considered
the center of Nigeria’s rubber industry; wood products,
palm oil, and palm kernels are also important EXPORTS.
The city is also home to the University of Benin, founded
in 1970. The inhabitants of Benin City, most of whom are
from the Edo, or Bini, ethnic group, numbered about
230,000 in 1996.

See also: BENIN ciTY (Vols. 111, IV); BRONZE (Vol. 11);
EDO (Vols. I, II); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V);
(Vols. III, IV) LOST-WAX PROCESS (Vol. II); paLM o1L (Vol.
111, V).

Berbers Indigenous people of North Africa. With a cur-
rent population of between 20 and 30 million, Berbers
have played a major role in the histories of several North
African countries. Nearly 40 percent of the population of
MOROCCO is Berber, as is 30 percent of ALGERIA. Berbers
also make up lesser but still significant parts of the popu-
lations of LIBYA, TUNISIA, EGYPT, NIGER, and MALI.

In recent times, like many other indigenous peoples
around the world, Berbers are struggling to establish
their political and social power as well as their cultural
and linguistic identity. As a result of this pressure, the
Moroccan government has decided to teach Tamazight,
the Berber language, alongside Arabic in all schools. Mali
and Niger also recognize Tamazight as an official lan-
guage. The situation in Algeria, where the government is
also under intense pressure from Islamic fundamentalists,
has been problematic. After much pressure and even civil
unrest, the Algerian government recognized Tamazight as
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a "national language." However, it has stopped short of
acquiescing to Berber demands that Tamazight be treated
as an official language equal to the Arabic language. The
tension within Algeria began not long after the country’s
independence, in 1962. At that time, Berbers, many of
them from the Kabylia region east of ALGIERS, confronted
the government over cultural, linguistic, and political is-
sues. By 1963, the situation had deteriorated to the point
that Hocine Ait Ahmed (1919— ), a Berber and one of
the founding figures and major heroes of the Algerian in-
dependence movement, founded the Socialist Forces
Front in a Berber rebellion against the Algerian govern-
ment. Ahmed remained a key figure in the Berber strug-
gle for many years.

In March 1980 the tense situation boiled over when
police prevented Berber writer Mouloud Mammeri (1917-
1989) from giving a lecture on ancient Berber poetry.
This touched off student protests and riots throughout
the Kabylia region and culminated in repressive police
actions. Known as "Berber Spring," the events have be-
come a focal point and a rallying cry for Berber discon-
tent. A major school boycott took place in Kabylia in
1994-95. In the spring of 2001, the death of a Berber stu-
dent in police custody touched off major rioting leading to
up to 120 deaths. Berbers subsequently formed the activist
Citizens Movement, demanding, among other things, full
recognition of the Tamazight language.

One of the leading figures in the Berber cultural
insurgency was Matoub Lounes (1956-1998), a
singer and an activist for Berber causes. Matoub
Lounes became a prominent agitator for Berber
rights and an internationally recognized talent.
With songs openly challenging both the Algerian
government and fundamentalist Islamists, he as-
serted the linguistic and cultural rights of the
Berbers of Kabylia. Ultimately, in 1998, Matoub
Lounes was assassinated by unknown individuals in
a roadside ambush.

The TUAREGS, a distinct Berber subgroup, have also
faced grave difficulties. Beginning in 1990 they launched
repeated uprisings in both Niger and Mali, and thou-
sands of Tuareg refugees left those countries. Many of
these refugees settled in MAURITANIA, Libya, BURKINA
FASO, and even Algeria, where their presence aggravated
already tense situations. Peace talks took place in Mali
in 1994 and in Niger in 1995. Agreements were reached
to provide the Tuaregs greater autonomy in both coun-
tries, but violence has continued to break out in the
years since.
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See also: aLMoHADS (Vol. 11); ALMORAVIDS (Vol. 11);
BERBERS (Vols. 1, 11, III, IV); COLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol.
1V); FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V).

Further reading: Fadhma A. M. Amrouche and
Dorothy Blair, My Life Story: Autobiography of a Berber
Woman (New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University
Press, 1981); Michael Brett and Elizabeth Fentress, The
Berbers (London: Blackwell, 1997).

Beta Israel Ethiopian people of the Jewish faith. In
the 1970s through the 1990s the Beta Israel began an
Israeli-assisted mass exodus from ETHIOPIA. Though an
ancient people, the Beta Israel (“House of Israel”) were
essentially a forgotten people outside of Ethiopia until
the mid-1800s and were fully accepted as Jews much
later in 1973. That year the Beta Israel were officially
recognized by Israel as one of the Ten Lost Tribes of
Israel, and thus authentic Jews. In 1975, one year after a
military coup D'ETAT brought Colonel MENGISTU HAILE
MARIAM (c. 1937— ) to power in Ethiopia, an Israeli
law was signed granting all Ethiopian Jews full citizen-
ship in Israel and the right to immigrate to Israel under
the Israeli Law of Return.

Long persecuted in predominantly Christian Ethi-
opia, the Beta Israel saw their situation become increas-
ingly dire due to the political upheaval and devastating
famine that wracked Ethiopia in the 1970s and 1980s.
Mengistu’s Marxist agrarian reform programs took a
major toll on the country, and the Beta Israel, part of the
landless peasantry, suffered tremendously. Beginning in
the late 1970s small groups of Beta Israel emigrated on
foot from Ethiopia to neighboring Republic of the suban,
from where they hoped to gain passage to Jerusalem. Such
attempts were extremely dangerous, and by 1976 only
about 250 Beta Israel had successfully made their way to
Israel. With secret Israeli help, another 8,000 Ethiopian
Jews were spirited out of the Sudan to Israel between
1977 and 1983. In 1984 a wave of 10,000 Beta Israel at-
tempted to cross into the Sudan, but many perished dur-
ing the journey or the subsequent stay in Sudanese refugee
camps, where they lived in squalor and were forced to hide
their religious affinities.

That same year the Israelis undertook Operation
Moses, a large-scale airlift designed to ferry all of the Beta
Israel out of Sudan. Intended to be a secret operation,
word of the airlift leaked out and the operation was cut
short, leaving many Beta Israel stranded. Israel continued
to improve relations with the Mengistu regime, offering
military aid in return for securing further Beta Israel emi-
gration from Ethiopia. Following Operation Moses, thou-
sands of Beta Israel flooded into ADDIS ABABA with the
hope of emigrating, where they lived in compounds
under terrible conditions. In 1991, with Eritrean rebels
on the verge of removing Mengistu from power, Operation

Solomon airlifted more than 14,000 Beta Israel in two
days time. After this action, nearly all of the Beta Israel
had been relocated to Israel.

Two groups of the Beta Israel actually remained in
Ethiopia following Operation Solomon. One group,
located in remote Quara, was airlifted to Israel in
1999. The other group consisted of Beta Israel who,
because of their partial assimilation into Christian
society, were not recognized by Israel as Jews,
though many had relatives who had already emi-
grated. Called the Falasha Mura, or fake Falasha,
these Beta Israel continue to claim the right to
Israeli citizenship, but as of 2003, they had yet to
receive that right. Instead, they live in extreme
POVERTY in Addis Ababa and the Gondar region.

The arrival of the Ethiopian Jews in Israel did not
mark the end to their troubles, however. Numbering
about 60,000, the Beta Israel had an extremely difficult
time assimilating into Israeli culture. Coming from a
background of subsistence farming, many Beta Israel
lacked job skills and had difficulty finding work. Culture
shock, housing problems, racial discrimination, and dis-
sension within their own ranks all contributed to making
the Beta Israel transition to their new homeland a diffi-
cult one. The Israeli military is one group into which the
Beta Israel have fit successfully, with a growing number of
males joining the armed forces.

See also: BETA 1SRAEL (Vols. 1, 11, 111, IV); CHRISTIANITY,
INFLUENCE OF (Vols. II, III, IV, V); RELIGION (Vols. III, IV, V).

Beti, Mongo (pseudonym of Alexandre Biyidi-
Awala) (1932-2001) Cameroonian author writing in
French

Mongo Beti was born Alexandre Biyidi-Awala, in
Akomeétan, CAMEROON. He was educated at Catholic mis-
sion schools and then attended Leclerc Lycée in YAOUNDE,
the capital of Cameroon. As with many budding African in-
tellectuals of his era, he subsequently traveled to the Euro-
pean country that ruled his homeland, in this case, France.
He studied first at the University of Aixen-Provence and
then at the prestigious Sorbonne University.

Beti’s work falls into two periods: before and after
Cameroon’s independence in 1960. In the 1950s he
began to publish his first novels, which took up the
themes of injustice and violence in the colonial system.
His earliest work, written under the pen name Eza Boto,
includes the short story, “Sans haine, sans amour” (With-
out hatred, without love), which appeared in Présence



Africaine in 1952. This was followed by the 1954 novel
Ville cruelle (Cruel city). Then, writing as Mongo Beti,
he published his best known works in 1956 and 1957: Le
Pauvre Christ de Bomba (The poor Christ of Bomba) and
Mission terminée, which later appeared in English, in
1964, as Mission to Kala.

Despite the end of French colonial rule in 1960, the
living conditions for ordinary Cameroonians did not im-
prove much, and Beti soon became an outspoken critic of
Cameroon’s government. He lived in self-imposed exile in
France from 1966 until 1996, earning his livelihood teach-
ing in Rouen, France.

While in France, he kept up with the politics of his
home country and continued to speak out on issues. In
1972, for example, he published a pamphlet entitled “Main
Basse sur le Cameroun” (Rape of Cameroon) that sharply
criticized Cameroon’s one-party political system and its re-
lationship with French MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS. The
French government immediately seized the pamphlet and
banned it for five years, causing Beti to return to fiction as
a platform for his criticism. A series of novels in the 1970s
focused on the CORRUPTION of the postcolonial state and
the despair it caused. After retiring from public life in
1996, Beti returned to Cameroon where he owned a book-
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store. His last novel, L’Histoire du fou (The history of a
madman), which appeared in 1994, told the story of an
unjustly imprisoned hero, revealing the continuing pes-
simism Beti felt about Cameroon’s corruption and deceit.

See also: LITERATURE IN COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV),
LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V), PRESENCE AFRICAINE
(Vol. 1IV).

Further reading: Kandioura Dramé, The Novel as
Transformation Myth: A Study of the Novels of Mongo Beti
and Ngugi Wa Thiong’o (Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse Univer-
sity Press, 1990).

Biafra Southeastern region of NIGERIA that in 1967 de-
clared itself an independent republic. Named after the
Bight of Biafra, the body of water that its coastline bor-
dered, Biafra is mainly inhabited by the 1GBO ethnic group.

In 1967 Igbo leaders formally seceded from what
was then the Federal Republic of Nigeria. This declara-
tion of secession caused the immediate outbreak of the
Nigerian civil war, otherwise known as the Biafran War.
The causes of the civil war lay in the vastness of Nigeria,
its ethnic complexity—more than 400 ethnic and tribal
groups—the differences in RELIGION, particularly Islam and

Biafra, Nigeria
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Christianity, and the historical mood of the times in re-
lation to the Cold War.

Nigeria was Africa’s most populous country at the
time, as it still is today, with 130,000,000 people. During
the colonial era this vast land was divided into three
main regions. The north was inhabited mostly by the
Muslim nausa-Fulani alliance, the southeast had an Igbo
majority, and the southwest was mainly inhabited by the
YORUBA people. Before Nigerian independence (1960),
each of these three main regions was autonomous, orga-
nized and governed differently. The only thing common

In Nigeria, civil war spilled
over into the streets when Bi-
afra seceded from the Nigerian
union, in 1967. Federal troops,
such as those shown here in
1968, finally won the war after
three years of bloodshed.

© AP/Wide World Photos

to all three was British colonial rule. Suddenly, on the
eve of independence Britain decided to unite the three
regions as provinces within the single federal state of
Nigeria. The Queen of England appointed a nominal
head of state, the governor-general. However, the de
facto head of government was an elected prime minister,
who was the leader of the party with the majority in
Parliament.

The Queen appointed Dr. Nnamdi AZIKIWE (1904—
1996), an Igbo from eastern Nigeria, as governor-general.
As a famous pan-Africanist, Azikiwe was intended to sym-




bolize a united Nigeria. The prime minister was a northern
Hausa-Fulani named Sir Abubakar Tafewa BaLEwA (1912—
1966). The majority of the officers in the Nigerian Federal
Army came from the eastern, Igbo-dominated region,
while the bulk of the rank and file were northerners. In
January 1966 an elite group of Igbo officers—including
Major Emmanuel Ifeajuna, Major David Ejoor, and Cap-
tain Nwobosi—led a cOup D’ETAT against the Balewa gov-
ernment. The violence that ensued killed a large number of
government leaders, mostly from the Northern Region, in-
cluding Balewa and Ahmadu BELLO (1910-1966), the
prime minister of the Northern Region. Johnson Aguiyi-
Ironsi (1924-1966), an army colonel from the Eastern Re-
gion, became the leader of the new military government.
His policies led to further anger in the north, and the de-
sire for revenge quickly brought about another coup, in
July 1966, overthrowing Ironsi and his ruling council. This
coup also brought unprecedented atrocities against Igbos
in northern Nigeria. General Yakubu Gowon (1934— ), a
non-Muslim northerner, became the new leader of the fed-
eral military government.

Despite attempts to reunify the government, acute dis-
agreements ensued between General Gowon and military
leaders from the Eastern Region. In 1967 the federal gov-
ernment announced plans to divide the Eastern Region in
such a way that the Igbo-dominated territories would be
left landlocked and without access to Nigeria’s rich OIL re-
serves. As a consequence Lieutenant Colonel Chukwue-
meka Odumegwu Ojukwu (1933— ) led the Eastern Re-
gion to secede from the federation and declare the sover-
eign state of Biafra, with its capital at Enugu. Federal Nige-
rian troops advanced into the country, forcing the transfer
of the Biafran capital from Enugu to Aba. Under continued
pressure from the federal troops, Biafrans moved their cap-
ital twice more, to Umuahia and finally to Owerri.

The consequences of the Biafran secession brought
about untold sufferings for the inhabitants of the Eastern
Region. The war also led to a tremendous waste of mone-
tary resources. As the violence and oppression increased,
Biafra was determined to stay independent from the rest
of Nigeria. At the same time, however, the federal govern-
ment was determined to bring Biafra back into the fold.

The Nigerian civil war not only divided the people of
Nigeria but also played into the hands of the major parties
in the Cold War. It drew so much international attention
that it was referred to as “world war in microcosm.” While
Britain supported the federal government led by Gowon,
France sided with the Biafrans. Israel supported Biafra to
show its opposition to EGYPT, which supported the federal
government. SOUTH AFRICA, led by its APARTHEID govern-
ment, threw its support behind Biafra to spite the ORGANI-
ZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU). The former Soviet
Union, for its part, supported the federal government,
which drove the Chinese to the Biafran side. The United
States sympathized with the Biafrans but remained for-
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mally neutral. As could be expected, the global involve-
ment prolonged the conflict and helped accelerate it into a
full-fledged war. However, the odds were against Biafra,
which ultimately submitted to defeat in 1970. An esti-
mated 1 million people died from the violence and the re-
sulting food shortages that ravaged the Eastern Region.

See also: coLD wWAR AND AFRICA (Vols. 1V, V); ENG-
LAND AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V); NIGERIA (Vols. I, II, 111,
IV); SOVIET UNION AND AFRICA (Vol. V).

Bikila, Abebe (1932-1973) Ethiopian marathon runner

Born to a peasant family in ETHIOPIA, Bikila joined
the army at age 17, becoming a member of the Imperial
Guard and bodyguard to Emperor HAILE SELASSIE (1892—
1975). The Imperial Guard was well known for its mem-
bers’ distance running skills, and Bikila trained at a spe-
cial camp under the tutelage of Swedish trainer Onni
Niskanen, who recognized his rare talent.

Bikila won his first marathon, held in ADDIS ABABA, in
1960. That same year, he entered the Olympic Games, held
in Rome, Italy. An unknown, Bikila won the marathon
competition with a then-record time of 2:15.16. Just as re-
markable as his record time was the fact that he ran the en-
tire race barefoot. He was the first athlete from sub-Saharan
Africa to win an Olympic gold medal.

Italy and Ethiopia had long been antagonists, fight-
ing repeatedly during Italy’s attempts to establish a
colonial empire. The day after Bikila’s stunning vic-
tory, newspapers proclaimed that the entire Italian
army was needed to conquer Ethiopia, but only one
Ethiopian soldier was needed to conquer Rome.

In 1964 Bikila entered the Olympic Games in Tokyo,
Japan. Despite having undergone surgery for appendicitis
only six weeks before, Bikila again won gold, shattering
his own world record with a new time of 2:12.11 and be-
coming the first person to win two Olympic marathons.
He participated in the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City as
well, but was forced to withdraw due to a foot injury. A
fellow member of the Ethiopian Imperial Guard, Degaga
“Mamo” Wolde (1932-2002), won the gold that year.

In all, Bikila ran in 15 marathons in his lifetime, win-
ning 12 of them. His remarkable success made him a na-
tional hero in Ethiopia, and Haile Selassie promoted him
to captain. In 1969, however, Bikila was severely injured
in a car accident that left him a paraplegic, and he died
four years later. Haile Selassie established the day as a na-
tional day of mourning, and as many as 65,000 people
took part in the funeral.
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Bikila’s exploits have inspired a generation of
Ethiopian distance runners, both male and female.
In the 1996 Olympics, in Barcelona, Spain, an
Ethiopian woman, Fatuma Roba (1973- ), won
the gold in the marathon. In 2000, at the Olympics
in Sydney, Australia, Gezaghne Abera (1978- ),
was the men’s marathon gold medalist.

See also: Bavi, FILBERT (Vol. V); KEINO, kip (Vol. V);
SPORTS AND ATHLETICS (Vol. V).

Biko, Steve (Stephen Bantu Biko) (1946-1977)
Leader of the Black Consciousness Movement in South
Africa

Along with Nelson MANDELA (1918- ), Biko best
personified the valiant struggle of Africans against
APARTHEID in SOUTH AFRICA. For many outside of Africa,
the 1987 film, Cry Freedom, which highlighted Biko’s
plight, provided a vivid glimpse into the nature of the
apartheid system. While pursuing medical studies at the
University of Natal in 1969, Biko helped found the soutn
AFRICAN STUDENTS ORGANIZATION. The organization’s
membership was exclusively black, unlike the white-dom-
inated National Union of South African Students with
which Biko had become disenchanted. He sought to
counter white racism with an ideology of black pride,
which drew on the civil rights and black power move-
ments in the United States. He brought together people
not only in the African community, but also those among
the Cape coloured and Indian populations of South
Africa. In 1972 various organizations among these sup-
porters coalesced into the Black People’s Convention.
Biko became the most recognizable activist within the
BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVEMENT.

Because of his activism, the apartheid state subjected
Biko to constant harassment. In 1973 he was restricted to
King William’s Town, in the eastern Cape Province, and
was not allowed to meet with more than one person at a
time or to be quoted in the media. He was arrested in
August 1977 and died in police detention the following
month as a result of torture and a lack of medical atten-
tion. The minister of justice’s official statement that Biko
died owing to a hunger strike contrasted with the brutal
circumstances of his death, which were finally revealed in
1997, during testimony offered before the TRUTH AND
RECONCILIATION COMMISSION. His death inspired a wave
of outrage both in South Africa and abroad and served to
provide momentum to the anti-apartheid struggle.

See also: ETHNIC CONFLICT IN AFRICA (Vol. V); RACE
AND RACISM (Vol. IV).

In 1977 the funeral procession for anti-apartheid activist Steve

Biko attracted a huge throng of his supporters in Ginsberg
Location, South Africa. © Press Images Inc.

Further reading: Aelred Stubbs, ed., I write what I
like / Steve Biko; a selection of his writings (San Francisco:
Harper & Row, 1986); Donald Woods, Biko (New York:
H. Holt, 1987).

biodiversity Variety of plant and animal species in a
particular area. In Africa biodiversity helps guard against
the detrimental effects of ATMOSPHERIC CHANGE, ensures
the productivity of FORESTS for fuel and other needs, puri-
fies and maintains WATER RESOURCES, and helps provide
medicinal plants and food for African populations. From
the sands of the Saharan desert to the cape of souTH
AFRICA, the African continent is home to a wealth of
plants and animals found nowhere else. In the Sahara, for
example, scientists estimate that there are approximately
500 different plant species. Of these, 162 are believed to
be found only in that region. Also in the Sahara, which
people have traditionally seen as a barren wasteland,
there are some 70 species of mammals, 90 species of
birds, and more than a hundred species of reptiles.

South Africa’s Cape Floristic Region is one of the rich-
est plant kingdoms in the world; two-thirds of the coun-



try’s plant species are found only in this one location.
Africa’s tropical rainforests are even richer in biodiversity.
For example, the Guinean forest, which runs through
West Africa, has the highest level of mammalian diversity
in the world: 1,150 different species. The small island of
MADAGASCAR, isolated in the Indian Ocean, is equally re-
markable. It is believed to be home to some 700 species
of vertebrates alone.

As important and diverse as the continent’s biologi-
cal life is, at the same time it suffers from a great number
of threats. There are five large “biodiversity hotspots” in
Africa, areas high in biodiversity but under significant
threat. These include Madagascar and the Indian Ocean
Islands, the Eastern Arc Mountains and Coastal Forests
of TANZANIA and KENYA, the Guinean Forests of West
Africa, the Cape Floristic Region, and the Succulent
Karoo of western South Africa and NAMIBIA.

Hotspots are areas of unusually high biodiversity
(generally more than 1,500 plant species) that are
particularly threatened (meaning that they have
lost up to 70 percent of their original area).
Generally, hotspots can develop where an ecosys-
tem has evolved in isolation over a long period of
time. For example, Africa’s remote Eastern Arc
Mountains, which have an average altitude of
2,000 feet, developed over a period of 30 million
years or more. Only 2,200 square miles (5,698 sq
km) of its original 11,500 square-mile area still re-
main intact, less than 800 of which remain pristine.
This is primarily the result of human activities,
which degrade the region at a rate of approxi-
mately 2 percent each year.

The primary threats to biodiversity are natural habi-
tat loss, species loss, invasion by alien species, and igno-
rance of indigenous knowledge. All of these are closely
tied to human activities and, in particular, to the decision
to exploit resources for short-term needs. For example,
cutting down forests—even if it is for such seemingly
beneficial activities as farming, hunting, MEDICINE pro-
duction, or national and international trade—contributes
to the degradation of fragile ecosystems.

The economic impact of species loss is dramatic. In
Madagascar, for example, some 90 percent of the forests
have been destroyed, leading to the loss of great num-
bers of plant and animal species. At the same time that
the destruction of these forests has taken away wood
needed for heating, cooking, and construction, it also
has removed the homes of animals that were once
hunted for food, along with the plant life that protected
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the soil from erosion. As a consequence the majority of
Madagascar’s rural population lives in POVERTY. Under
such conditions, there is a direct connection between the
loss of biodiversity and backsliding in the struggle for
economic DEVELOPMENT. In Africa today, protection
against the loss of biodiversity takes two predominant
forms: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT and CONSERVATION.
Sustainable development focuses on local populations
meeting their needs while ensuring that NATURAL RE-
SOURCES will remain for future generations. It requires
significant scientific input to estimate what those future
needs are, as well as to manage the interactions of hu-
mans and the ecosystem.

By a conservative estimate, 247 plant and animal
species are known to have gone extinct in Africa,
and another 3,789 are currently threatened. This,
however, may represent only a small percentage of
what has actually been lost. Almost 98 percent of
the earth’s mammal and bird species have been
identified, but only a tiny fraction of the other
species have been categorized. For instance, barely
one million of an estimated eight million insects,
and 275,000 of an estimated 1.8 million marine
species, have been identified. The same is true of
fungi and bacteria. Because of this, many scientists
believe that the actual species loss in Africa might
be significantly higher than what is currently
known.

The other main form of protection, conservation, has
most often come in the form of NATIONAL PARKS and other
protected areas. As of 1999 there were 1,050 national
parks and protected areas in Africa, and an additional 197
internationally protected areas. These amount to a total
of approximately 7 percent of Africa’s land and cOAsTAL
AND MARINE ECOSYSTEMS.

Although sustainable development and conservation
represent the best-known preventions to the loss of biodi-
versity, they are not without problems. Sustainable devel-
opment has been criticized for being “too little, too late,”
while the creation of protected areas often leads to con-
flicts with people’s need to survive.

What is clear is that biological diversity presents a
difficult and, for now, perhaps unsolvable problem. On
the one hand, maintaining biodiversity is crucial to the
survival of both individual ecosystems and humankind as
a whole. But, on the other hand, the costs of protecting
Africa’s biodiversity are often beyond what the African
people can tolerate when they consider all of the human,
economic, and political consequences.
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See also: LAND USE (Vol. V); ECOLOGY AND ECOLOGI-
CAL CHANGE (Vol. V); ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (Vol. V).

Further reading: United Nations Environment
Programme, Africa Environmental Outlook: Past, Present
and Future Perspectives (Nairobi, Kenya: UNEP, 2002);
United Nations Environment Programme, Cultural and
Spiritual Values of Biodiversity—A Complementary Contri-
bution to the Global Biodiversity Assessment (Nairobi,
Kenya: UNEP, 2000).

Bissau  Capital, principal city, and major port of
GUINEA-BISSAU, located on the Atlantic coast at the en-
trance to the estuary of the Geba River. Once a part of the
Mali Empire, Bissau was first visited by the Portuguese,
in 1687, and developed into a center for the slave trade.
The area did not become an official Portuguese colony;,
however, until 1879, when the other European powers
recognized the Portuguese claim to the region. In 1941
the city became the colony’s capital, which had previ-
ously been located at Bolama, on the south side of the the
Geba River.

During their tenure the Portuguese regarded Bissau as
a resource for slaves, palm oil, and groundnuts (peanuts),
and they did not invest in the development of the area be-
yond the bare minimum necessary for the successful ex-
traction of its resources. When the end of World War II
(1939-45) did not see any improvement in the poor liv-
ing conditions for Bissau’s African residents, they began
to organize politically, founding, in 1956, the AFRICAN
PARTY FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF GUINEA AND CAPE VERDE
(Partido Africano da Independéncia do Guiné e Cabo
Verde, PAIGC). Urban unrest led to a dock strike, in 1959,
in which 50 strikers died at the hands of the Portuguese
colonial authorities.

By 1963 the area saw the beginning of an armed in-
surrection, led by the PAIGC president Amilcar CABRAL
(1924-1973), against the colonial government. The en-
suing guerrilla war, which lasted from 1963 to 1974,
gradually stifled the commercial life of Bissau, since the
city depended on the export of agricultural commodities
from rural areas that increasingly fell under PAIGC con-
trol. When the war ended and Guinea-Bissau gained in-
dependence in 1974, Bissau was in a state of economic
depression.

The city began to recover by the late 1980s, as major
improvements to the port boosted the trade of rice as well
as nuts, fish, wax, and hides. Bissau’s economic develop-
ment faced a sharp setback, though, in June 1988, when an
army rebellion ignited fighting in the capital. Several thou-
sand deaths and major destruction resulted. Ultimately,
however, a peace accord was signed, and the country’s first
democratic elections took place in 1994.

Today, Bissau, with its ethnically mixed population
approaching 300,000, remains the only significant urban

center in the country. The economic base for the city, un-
fortunately, still remains largely agricultural, just as the
country remains one of the world’s poorest.

See also: GeBa RIVER (Vol. II); MaLI EMPIRE (Vol. 11);
GROUNDNUTS (Vols. III, IV); paLM oIL (Vols. III, IV); POR-
TUGAL AND AFRICA (Vols. III, IV, V); sLavery (Vols. I, II,
111, IV); sLAVE TRADE (Vols. III, IV).

Biya, Paul (1933— ) Second president of Cameroon

Biya was born in the southern Cameroonian village
of Mvomeko. As a youth he attended a Catholic mission
school and later studied at Eda and Akono Junior
Seminaries and the Lycee Leclerc, French Cameroon’s
most prestigious high school. His strong academic perfor-
mance permitted Biya to enroll at the University of Paris,
where he earned his law degree in 1960. Biya remained in
Paris for further legal studies at the Institute of Overseas
Studies, returning to Cameroon in 1962.

Upon his return Biya joined the government of
President Ahmadou AHIDJO (1924-1989) and was placed
in charge of the Department of Foreign Development Aid.
Serving in multiple government positions, Biya formed a
close relationship with President Ahidjo. In 1975 Ahidjo
chose Biya as prime minister, making Biya successor to
the presidency.

On November 6, 1982, Ahidjo resigned as president
and Biya succeeded him. Ahidjo, however, remained as
chairman of Cameroon’s only legal party—the Cameroon
National Party (CNP). Believing that the chairmanship of
the CNP was a more powerful position than the presi-
dency, Ahidjo probably thought that he would effectively
retain control of the country. Soon after, however, Biya
began to replace Ahidjo’s government appointees and
aides with people more loyal to him. In 1983 Ahidjo was
implicated in an attempted COUP D’ETAT, resulting in his
forced resignation from the CNP chairmanship as well as
his exile from Cameroon. In 1984 there was another coup
attempt against Biya. Again, the coup was put down and
Ahidjo was implicated once again. This time he was sen-
tenced to death in absentia. Biya, meanwhile, consoli-
dated his hold on power. He had been elected chairman
of the CNP in 1983, but abolished the party and formed
the CAMEROON PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT.

Though President Biya met with some initial suc-
cesses, including the expansion of freedom of speech and
press, his presidency became burdened by a poor econ-
omy. By the late 1980s the country was mired in recession,
and Biya agreed to accept loans from the International
Monetary Fund and the ensuing STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT
required by the organization. The changes did little to
stem the decline of Cameroon’s economy.

By the late 1980s the continent-wide movement for
DEMOCRATIZATION reached Cameroon, forcing Biya, in
1990, to call for multiparty elections. In 1992 Cameroon



held its first multiparty presidential elections, with Biya
declared the winner. The results, however, were widely
disputed and massive demonstrations took place to
protest the outcome. In response Biya declared a state of
emergency and violently repressed the opposition. The
presidential elections of 1997 were similarly tainted, as
Biya refused independent oversight of the results. In re-
sponse the three major opposition leaders refused to par-
take in the elections, which Biya won easily.

See also: FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); INTERNA-
TIONAL MONETARY FUND AND AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further reading: Joseph Takougang and Milton
Krieger, African State and Society in the 1990s: Cameroon’s
Political Crossroads (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press,
1998).

Biyidi-Awala, Alexandre See BETI, MONGO.

Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) South
African political and social action associated with anti-
APARTHEID and pro-nationalism groups. Although the ide-
ology of Black Consciousness has existed since the early
20th century, the founding of the Black Consciousness
Movement (BCM) is usually attributed to Steve BIKO
(1946-1977), the South African militant who had formed
the SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS ORGANIZATION (SASO). The
BCM, however, was not the province of a single organiza-
tion, nor did it ascribe to a single doctrine. It was, rather,
a rallying point for the promotion of black pride, dignity,
self-awareness, and self-determination. While the black
power movement in the United States and the example of
Malcolm X (1925-1965) helped inspire BCM, the princi-
pal wellspring was internal to SOUTH AFRICA.

In addition to SASO, the BCM attracted and fostered
the development of many other black South African anti-
apartheid groups, including the Black Peoples Convention,
the South African Students’ Movement, and the Black
Allied Workers Union. These organizations provided the
opportunity for blacks to set the tone of the anti-apartheid
debate. Also, with the AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS and
PAN-AFRICANIST CONGRESS outlawed by the South African
government, the BCM offered a legal outlet for anti-
apartheid activity.

The positive legal status of BCM organizations, how-
ever, did not last long. The South African government
began to arrest the leaders of the BCM, and, in 1977,
South African police murdered Biko while he was in
their custody. That same year the government banned all
groups associated with the BCM. The BCM did not die,
but was reorganized under the name Azanian People’s
Organization (AZAPO). In 1980 AZAPO formed the
Black Consciousness Movement of Azania (BCMA).
With its headquarters in London, England, the BCMA
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provided an organizational structure for exiled members
of the banned BCM groups. In 1990 the South African
government lifted the ban on all nationalist organiza-
tions, including those of the BCM. In 1984 all the BCM
organizations joined together under the AZAPO name.
BCM declined with the collapse of the apartheid system
in the early 1990s. Africans were now in the political
majority and thus able to elect the government. The no-
tion of black consciousness as a way to unify people of
color against white political oppression thus lost its cen-
tral rationale.

See also: BANTUSTANS (Vol. V) RESISTANCE AND RE-
BELLION (Vol. IV).

Further reading: George M. Fredrickson, Black Lib-
eration: A Comparative History of Black Ideologies in the
United States and South Africa (New York: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1995).

Black Sash Women’s organization founded in 1955 to
protest the treatment of blacks under APARTHEID in SOUTH
AFRICA. Officially called the Womens Defense of the
Constitution League, the Black Sash was begun by pro-
gressive, white, middle-class women. To register their op-
position to apartheid and repression, Black Sash members
maintained peaceful vigils and participated in marches,
clad in a distinctive black belt, or sash, a symbol of
mourning for violations of the countrys constitution.
Their silent vigils were normally held in places frequented
by members of the white parliament. At its height, mem-
bership exceeded 10,000, testifying to the fact that a signif-
icant portion of South Africa’s white population opposed
apartheid.

The original purpose of the Black Sash was to pre-
vent the government from withdrawing voting rights
from South Africa’s Cape coloured population. Although
it failed to achieve that goal, the organization persevered,
taking on the broader task of defending Africans against
various civil rights abuses, especially the oppressive “pass
laws” that required Africans to carry passes at all times or
face arrest and possible imprisonment.

Nelson MANDELA (1918- ), the first black presi-
dent of post-apartheid South Africa, once referred
to the Black Sash as “the conscience of white South
Africa.”

The Black Sash also maintained advice offices, which
assisted Africans who had legal problems or who were
being unjustly treated with respect to housing and em-
ployment. In 1983 the organization took an active role in
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the formation of the End Conscription Campaign, which
was designed to bring an end to compulsory conscription
of white men into the South African Defense Forces.
Since the collapse of apartheid in the early 1990s, the or-
ganization has been dedicated to helping the poor.

See also: cAPE COLOURED PEOPLE (Vol. IV); WOMEN
IN COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV); WOMEN IN INDEPENDENT
AFRICA (Vol. V).

Boesak, Allan (1945- ) Anti-apartheid activist in
South Africa

Allan Aubrey Boesak was born into an AFRIKAANS-
speaking Cape Cape coloured family in the small town of
Kakamas, Northern Cape Province, SOUTH AFRICA. His fa-
ther was a schoolteacher. After his father’s death in 1953,
his mother moved the family to Somerset West, a distant
suburb of cAPE TOWN, where she supported her children
by working as a seamstress. Boesak attended the Bellville
Theological Seminary, which trained clergy for the Cape
coloured branch of the segregated Dutch Reformed
Church. Ordained in 1968, he spent three years as a
parish minister before going to Europe for further stud-
ies. In 1976 he earned a doctorate in theology from the
Kampen Theological Institute, in the Netherlands.

In 1976, upon his return to South Africa, Boesak
served as a parish minister in the Dutch Reformed Mis-
sion Church, which was established for South Africa’s
Cape coloured population. He became politically active in
the campaign to end APARTHEID and soon emerged as one
of the leading figures in the black opposition, mobilizing
both the Christian community and the Cape coloured
community against that policy. In 1982, as president of
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), he
succeeded in having the WARC adopt a proposal to de-
clare apartheid a heresy and suspend the white South
African churches from the Alliance.

In 1983 white South African voters were asked to ap-
prove a new constitution, which, among other provisions,
would establish a new tricameral parliament, with sepa-
rate houses for whites, Coloureds, and Indians. This con-
stitution represented the attempt of President P W. BOTHA
(1916- ) to give the appearance of sharing power with
the country’s nonwhite population without granting them
any real authority. In response, Boesak helped found the
UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT, an umbrella organization co-
ordinating some 700 opposition groups. He accused the
government of trying to subvert Coloureds and Indians
into supporting the apartheid system that oppressed them.
Furthermore, he encouraged a boycott of the subsequent
parliamentary elections that followed the adoption of the
new constitution. The boycott was successful, as only 20
percent of the Coloureds and Indians went to vote. Boesak
was arrested several times for taking part in demonstra-
tions, and the government attempted to silence him.

During the mid-1980s, as the tempo of popular pro-
test and state repression increased, Boesak became more
active and traveled widely abroad. His moral authority,
however, was undermined by revelations of extramarital
affairs with white women, first in 1985 and again in 1990.
In South Africa’s racially segregated society, these affairs
brought him considerable notoriety. After news of the sec-
ond scandal broke, Boesak resigned from Dutch Reformed
Mission Church and from the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches, which he then headed. He later divorced his
wife and married Elna Botha (1960— )—no relation to P
W. Botha—a television producer.

In 1998 Boesak again became embroiled in controversy
when he was found guilty of stealing a large sum of money
that had been donated to his Foundation for Peace and
Justice. He was imprisoned in May 2000 and sentenced to a
three-year term. He was released on parole in 2001.

See also: CAPE CAPE COLOURED PEOPLE (Vol. IV).

Bokassa, Jean-Bedel (1921-1996) President of the
Central African Republic from 1966 to 1979

Bokassa grew up an orphan, his mother having hav-
ing been a suicide and his father, a murder victim. Raised
by MisSIONARIES in the French colony of Oubangui-Chari
(present-day CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC), he received his
education at mission schools until he joined the French
army in 1939. Bokassa saw action with the Free French in
World War 11 (1939—45) and later in French Indochina,
rising to the rank of captain in 1961. In 1964 Bokassa’s
cousin David packo (1930- ), the president of the
newly independent Central African Republic, asked for
Bokassa to become commander in chief of the armed
forces. With the country in economic shambles, Bokassa
launched a coup D’ETAT in 1966, overthrowing Dacko and
taking the titles of president and prime minister. Three
days later he abolished the constitution and claimed dic-
tatorial control.

Bokassa’s 13-year regime as head of the Central
African Republic was marked by incredible brutality and
excess. Under constant threat of coups (attempted in 1969
and 1974) and assassination (attempted in 1976), Bokassa
moved to consolidate his power and suppress his oppo-
nents through imprisonment and murder. In 1972 he de-
clared himself president for life and ruled as such until
1976, when Bokassa anointed himself Emperor Bokassa I
and renamed the country Central African Empire. Bokassa
held a ceremony designed to mimic the coronation of his
hero, Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821), who had crowned
himself emperor of France in 1804.

Under Bokassa’s increasingly unstable and autocratic
rule, the Central African Empire fell into further decline,
as Bokassa exploited the country’s mineral wealth for his
personal purposes, including frequent gifts of diamonds
to French president Valéry Giscard d’Estaing (1926— ).



In 1979 riots in the capital city of BaNGuUI led to violent
reprisals on citizens, and, in April of that year, Bokassa
had 100 schoolchildren arrested and executed for
protesting the cost of school uniforms that featured
Bokassa’s portrait. After that incident, the French gov-
ernment, which despite Bokassa’s excesses had supported
his regime, ceased backing the dictator. In September
while Bokassa was visiting Libya, French paratroopers
stormed Bangui and reinstated David Dacko as president.
Bokassa was forced into exile in the 1IvORY coAsT and later
France.

Bokassa converted to Islam after a meeting with
Muammar QADDAFI (1942— ) of LiBYA and then
changed his name to Salah Eddine Ahmed Bokassa
in 1976. He quickly resumed Christianity, however,
when he proclaimed himself emperor later that
year. He then named his Muslim alter-ego as the
imperial prime minister.

In 1980 Bokassa was sentenced to death in absentia
for the crimes of treason, embezzlement, murder, and
cannibalism. However, in 1986 Bokassa attempted to re-
turn to the Central African Republic and was arrested.
The ensuing trial was filled with graphic claims against
Bokassa, including statements that he personally partici-
pated in the beating deaths of the schoolchildren and
later cannibalized the bodies. He was sentenced to death
the following year, but that sentence was commuted and
eventually reduced to 20 years imprisonment. Bokassa
was released in 1993 and died three years later of a heart
attack. Though his reign as dictator was indisputably op-
pressive, many in the Central African Republic still hold
mixed feelings, and even some measure of admiration,
for Bokassa.

Bokassa and French president Valéry Giscard
d’Estaing maintained a particularly cordial relation-
ship. Bokassa took the president on hunting excur-
sions and exported uranium for use in France’s
nuclear arms program. In return, the French presi-
dent backed the dictator financially and militarily,
even footing the bill for Bokassa’s $20 million coro-
nation ceremony. The revelation of d’Estaing’s ac-
ceptance of gifts of diamonds from Bokassa led to
his eventual defeat in France’s 1981 presidential
elections.
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See also: ArRMIES, cOLONIAL (Vol. IV); FRANCE AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V); FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA (Vol.
IV); OUBANGUI-CHARI (Vol. 1V).

Bongo, Omar (Albert Bernard Bongo) (1935- )
President of Gabon

Born Albert Bernard Bongo, Bongo received his edu-
cation in BRAZZAVILLE, Republic of the conGo. After serv-
ing as a conscript in the French military, he found
employment in the civil service. After GABON secured its
independence in 1960, he held several cabinet positions
before President Leon M’Ba (1902-1967) selected him in
1967 as his vice-presidential running mate. Within a few
months of winning reelection, M'Ba died, and Bongo as-
sumed the presidency, which he has maintained since.
Bongo changed his given name to Omar in 1979, follow-
ing his conversion to Islam.

In 1968 Bongo moved to centralize Gabon’s govern-
ment, disbanding all political parties save his Parti
Democratique Gabonais (PDG), and assuming a number
of cabinet-level responsibilities himself. He essentially re-
fined the government into a one-man—one-party system.
Applying the same notions of singularity to the rest of the
country, Bongo opposed ethnic and regional differences
and encouraged intermarriage as a way of promoting
Gabonese nationality. Trade unions were merged into a
single entity and linked to Bongo’s PDG. Bongo consoli-
dated his power to such a degree that, in the 36 years he
has been president, he has rarely faced serious challenges
to his administration.

In 1993, however, Bongo came close to losing his
control after winning only 50.7 percent of the vote. He
was able to soothe protests by participating in talks with
opposition groups and agreeing to an independent elec-
toral commission, which he later rendered politically in-
effectual. By the 1998 elections, Bongo once again had a
firm grasp on the presidency, winning handily and with-
out much popular protest.

Bongo’s extravagance is such that one French pub-
lication noted that the Gabonese leader owns
more real estate in Paris than any other foreign
head of state.

Bongo’s repeated electoral success cannot be at-
tributed to Gabon’s national well-being, however. Eco-
nomic failures in the country’s oiL and lumber industries
have led to financial uncertainty, and the threat of an al-
most $4 billion national debt has become prominent.
Bongo himself, however, uses his state-derived wealth fla-
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grantly, having spent $300 million U.S. dollars on a presi-

dential palace, among other luxuries. In the meantime, his

country has yet to develop adequate roads, EDUCATION, or

health services. Despite the failing economy and accusa-

tions of CORRUPTION, there seems to be little challenge to

Bongo’s continued reign as Gabon’s central political figure.
See also: FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V).

book publishing Although the spread of Islam in
Africa beginning in the seventh century led to the appear-
ance and trade of books, these were in handwritten
script. The contemporary form of publishing in Africa
with printing presses is associated with Christian mis-
SIONARIES, which, in the 19th century, introduced print-
ing presses. Missionary publications continued to be
published during the period of colonialism and even after
the African countries had gained independence. During
colonialism, governments established publishing houses
that produced their own publications, including text-
books used in schools. Even when they wrote the materi-
als locally they employed only their own writers,
resulting in stereotypical portrayals of Africans.

Indigenous African book publishing sprang up in
the 1960s, after most African countries became indepen-
dent. Despite numerous challenges African book pub-
lishing developed rapidly in the following three de-
cades. One of the major issues faced by African govern-
ments at independence was the lack of appropriate school-
books, including textbooks and literature, since the
colonial governments had in many cases used books
with no relevance for the local people. As a result most
governments were compelled to set up publishing
houses to meet the educational needs of their countries.
The need for books written by Africans expressing their
own views and experiences encouraged the establish-
ment of independent publishing houses. Numerous books
were published that were written in English, French, Por-
tuguese, Arabic, Kiswahili, as well as in many indigenous
African languages.

By the 1970s most African countries had firmly es-
tablished publishing houses. In 1973 the International
Conference on Publishing and Book Development in
Africa was held at the University of Ife, NIGERIA. It was a
landmark event that underlined the importance of book
publishing in Africa. In order to recognize meritorious au-
thors and publishers, African countries established awards
including the Noma Award, which was created in 1979 as
an annual prize for an outstanding book from Africa.
Other prizes include the Nigerian Book Foundation
Award, Ghana Publisher of the Year Award, and the Caine
Prize for African Writing.

In 2002 Africa celebrated the best 100 books on Africa
written in the 20th century. The top 12 on the list included
Things Fall Apart (1958), by Chinua AcHEBE (1930— ),

Sosu’ Call (1999), by Meshack Asare (1945— ), So Long a
Letter (1979), by Mariama BA (1929-1981), Terra
Sonambula (1992), by Mia Couto (1955— ), Nervous
Conditions (1988), by Tsitsi DANGAREMBGA (1959— ), The
African Origins of Civilization: Myth or Reality (1955), by
Cheikh Anta piop (1923-1986), La’Amour;, La fantasia
(1985), by Assia Djebar (1936— ), The Cairo Trilogy
(1945), by Naguib manrouz (1911- ), Chaka (1925), by
Thomas Mofolo (c. 1875-1948), Ake: The Years of
Childhood (1981), by Wole soYiNkA (1934— ), A Grain of
Wheat (1967), by NGUGI WA THIONG'O (1938- ), and
Oeuvre Poétique (1961), by Léopold sENnGHOR (1906-—
2001). Both Mahfouz, in 1988, and Soyinka, in 1986, re-
ceived the Nobel Prize for Literature.

After an optimistic period of expansion in the 1970s
African publishers faced a host of challenges that have
led to the industry’s present stagnation. These include
distribution problems and insufficient marketing, wors-
ening economic conditions, high illiteracy, poor TRANS-
PORTATION and communications, and lack of training and
expertise. What have not been lacking, however, are au-
thors. Publishers are responding to these challenges at
the national and regional levels. At the national level this
has led to the autonomy of publishing houses and the
promotion of mass marketing of popular books. At re-
gional levels publishers are seeking collective approaches.
In 1992 African publishers formed the African Publishers’
Network (APNET), based in HARARE, ZIMBABWE, in order
to strengthen indigenous publishing in Africa and to pro-
mote intra-African trade in books. APNET aims to give a
unified voice to publishers, promote joint ventures, assist
in training publishing personnel, and help establish li-
censing agreements between publishers. In addition, the
Zimbabwe International Book Fair, a non-profit organiza-
tion, operates as Africa’s largest and most diverse infor-
mation and publishing showcase which exhibits the
largest and most diverse collection of books, magazines,
journals, CD-ROM and publishing and printing technol-
ogy and services in sub-Saharan Africa. The ongoing polit-
ical and economic crisis in Zimbabwe, however, threatens
the fairs future. Despite the challenges privately owned
public houses are emerging and publishing a wide range
of high-quality books.

See also: LiTERACY (Vols. IV, V); LITERATURE IN
COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV); LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA
(Vol. V); THINGS FALL APART (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Hans M. Zell, The African Publish-
ing Companion: A Resource Guide (Lochcarron, Scotland:
Hans Zell Pub., 2002).

Botha, P. W. (Pieter Willem Botha) (1916- )
South African prime minister from 1978 to 1989

Often simply referred to as P W., Botha was born into
a Boer, or Afrikaner, family in Free State Province, SOUTH



AFRICA. The Bothas counted themselves among the most
fiercely nationalistic Boer families in the province. His fa-
ther had fought against the British in the Anglo-Boer War
of 1899-1902, the unsuccessful Afrikaner effort to pre-
serve the independence of the two Boer Republics, the
Orange Free State and the Transvaal. His mother had
been among those the British interned in concentration
camps, where 28,000 Boer civilians, mostly women and
children, died of disease and malnutrition.

Botha entered the University of the Orange Free State
to study law, but in 1935 dropped out to become an orga-
nizer for the National Party (NP). In 1948 he entered
Parliament in the so-called APARTHEID election that swept
the National Party into power. He held a number of min-
isterial posts, serving, most importantly, from 1966 to
1980 as minister of defense. In 1978, upon the resigna-
tion of B. J. Vorster (1915-1983), he became the prime
minister of South Africa.

In his first years in office, Botha initiated a series of
“adapt or die” reformist measures that promised a more
progressive approach to the country’s black population.
Among other measures, he legalized African LABOR
UNIONS and abolished the pass law system, which had
limited the mobility and residency rights of Africans
within South Africa. In actuality, many of his changes
were instituted only for appearance’s sake. Botha’s true in-
tent was to strengthen apartheid by making it appear less
repressive while maintaining its core policies.

In 1983 Botha called a whites-only referendum to en-
dorse a new constitution. The proposed constitution al-
lowed for limited power sharing by the Cape coloured and
Indian populations of South Africa; however, it ignored
the black-African majority. The constitution also trans-
formed the structure of government, changing it from a
parliamentary system with a prime minister to a presiden-
tial system with a strong executive branch. There was also
to be a new tricameral parliament, with separate houses
for whites, Coloureds, and Indians. White voters endorsed
Botha’s constitution, and it became law. Botha became
South Africa’s first state president. However, in the subse-
quent parliamentary elections under the new constitution,
80 percent of the newly enfranchised Cape coloured and
Indian voters boycotted the polls and refused to vote.

The new constitution, with its limited empowerment
of nonwhites, precipitated a split in Afrikaner politics, as
the right wing of the National Party broke away and formed
the Conservative Party. To calm the mounting internal dis-
sent, Botha adopted what he referred to as “total strategy,”
which gave broad powers to the country’s military and in-
ternal security agencies. South Africa increasingly became
an authoritarian state, with power concentrated within
Botha’s inner circle of military advisors.

Botha also pursued a defiant and aggressive foreign
policy. He launched periodic raids on neighboring countries
that harbored members of the banned AFRICAN NATIONAL
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CONGRESs and refused to withdraw South Africas forces
from NamiBiA. In 1984 black anger and discontent spilled
over, triggered by the violence that erupted in SOWETO and
other urban townships. In 1985 Botha responded by declar-
ing a state of emergency. Initially acknowledged in only se-
lect areas, the state of emergency was expanded the next
year to span across the entire country.

International condemnation and economic sanctions
intensified, weakening South Africa’s economy and isolat-
ing it diplomatically. After suffering a stroke in January
1989, Botha relinquished his position as head of the
National Party and was subsequently forced out as presi-
dent by E W. DE KLERK (1936 ).

See also: AFRIKANER REPUBLICS (Vol. 1V); ANGLO-
BOER WAR (Vols. III, IV).

Botswana Located in southern Africa with a total area
of 231,800 square miles (600,400 sq km), Botswana is
bordered by NaMIBIA to the west and north, ZIMBABWE to
the northeast, SOUTH AFRICA to the south and east, and
ZAMBIA to the north. Botswana is and arid land, with the
Kalahari Desert covering much of the western portion of
the country. Most of the population of 1.5 million lives in
the eastern part of the country. Its capital and largest city
is GABORONE. Botswana is Africa’s longest and only unin-
terrupted liberal democracy. It also is one of the conti-
nent’s most stable countries and is relatively free of
CORRUPTION.

Botswana at Independence By 1960 a new gener-
ation in Botswana organized movements to take over the
leadership from the British colonial administration of
what was then still known as Bechuanaland. The first
mass-based political party, the Bechuanaland People’s
Party (BPP) was formed in December 1960. However, the
party failed to attract significant support in most of the
rural areas. It was also weakened by internal struggles.
The Bechuanaland Democratic Party (BDP, later known as
the Botswana Democratic Party) emerged in 1962 as a
coalition of educated local notables including Sir Seretse
KHAMA (1921-1980) and Ketumile MASIRE (1925— ). In
1965 the BDP won a landslide victory in the country’s
first “one man, one vote” election. The country became
independent in 1966 with Seretse Khama as its first presi-
dent. At independence Botswana was a poor, rural coun-
try. It was not until 1967, one year after its independence,
that diamonds were discovered, which has led to the
country becoming one of the most prosperous in Africa.

Botswana has been described as Africa’s premier
democracy. The country’s economic development has
tended to facilitate democracy. In the four decades since
independence, Botswana’s economy has grown rapidly. At
independence it was one of the world’s poorest countries
with an annual per-capita GDP of $474. By 2001 Bo-
tswana had transformed itself to a middle-income country
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Exotic wildlife, such as these ostriches running in the Kalahari Desert, is Botswana’s major tourist attraction. © Corbis

with an annual per-capita GDP of $7,800. Its currency,
the Pula, is among the strongest in developing countries.
As a result of Botswana’s economic status Western aid has
declined sharply since the 1990s, but Botswana is suffi-
ciently developed to sustain its economic growth. The gov-
ernment has provided extensive social services in urban,
rural, and even remote villages. These include health clin-
ics, clean water, free public EDUCATION, and numerous
types of agricultural extension, food relief in times of
drought, and good roads and TRANSPORTATION systems.

The basis for Botswana’s economy is the diamond MiN-
ING that accounts for one-third of its total GDP and three-
fourths of its export earnings. The country also EXPORTS
copper, nickel, soda ash, and beef. Subsistence AGRiCUL-
TURE and TOURISM are two other key sectors.

Upon gaining independence Botswana continued the
colonial tradition of having the highly educated and polit-
ically sophisticated bureaucratic elite set the policy direc-
tions. The government has been effective in managing the
DEVELOPMENT process with a minimum of corruption.

Coupled with its diamond wealth, Botswana is one of
the few African countries to follow systematically a demo-
cratic political process. Most commentators attribute the
country’s successful democracy to a precolonial culture

based on the Tswana kgotla institution. The kgotla is a
community gathering for people to consider issues
raised by the chief or headmen. Historically, women,
young adults, and minorities could be present at the
kgotla but did not take part in the discussions unless
they were asked in matters pertaining to their group.
Much later women were allowed to attend, although
kgotla meetings were dominated by men. Chiefs set the
agenda, but the kgotla was a place where people could
debate issues and take part in making decisions for their
community. After independence the state continued to
seek public support for major programs. In terms of
major projects affecting the nation, national forums are
held and people discuss the intended project before im-
plementation. As a result the general public has been
part of the political process.

However, since independence only one party has
been in power: the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP).
The other major parties include the Botswana National
Front, the Botswana People’s Party and the Botswana
Independence Party. Although the BDP’s domination over
the other parties has decreased, the other parties have not
been strong enough to gain control of the government.
The first president, Khama, ruled the country from 1966



until his death in 1980. After his death, Ketumile Masire,
who was known as a highly competent technocrat, was
chosen as the next president. He successfully ruled the
country and retired as president in 1998 after being
elected to the position twice. Festus MOGAE (1939- )
took over the presidency on April 1, 1998, and he was
elected for a five-year term in 1999.

While Botswana’s progression toward democracy has
been good, its progress in dealing with women’s rights
was slow. Beginning in 1986, women’s groups, including
EMANG BASADI, pressured the government to change dis-
criminatory laws, finally succeeding in the 1990s. The
government provides funding to promote women’s educa-
tion related to health, relevant laws, and employment.
The government has also been taken to task in its dealing
with minority groups including the Basarwa and the
Kalanga. Faced with strong criticism the government and
the opposition parties are beginning to articulate minor-
ity interests and cultural diversity.

Given its political and economic status Botswana
has started to play a significant role in the region’s econ-
omy and political affairs. The country is an active mem-
ber of the SOUTHERN AFRICA DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY
whose headquarters are located in the capital city of
Gaborone. It is a member of the Southern African Cus-
toms Union as well. Botswana has also played an effec-
tive role in helping countries in conflict attain peace. In
the conflict in the Democratic Republic of the congo,
former Botswana president Masire has played a leading
role as a United Nation’s envoy, acting as a facilitator of
the peace process.

On the negative side many of Botswana’s people have
been affected by the HIV/AIDS crisis, and infection rates
are the highest in the world. (Approximately 38.5 percent
of the adult population is infected.) The government has
initiated antiretroviral therapy, while prevention remains
the cornerstone of its national HIV/AIDS strategy. In this
regard Botswana has become the first African country to
provide antiretroviral (ARV) therapy to its citizens on a
national scale to address the HIV/AIDS emergency.

See also: BEcHUANALAND (Vol. IV); BOTSWANA (Vols.
I, II, III, IV); coLONIAL RULE (Vol. IV); ENGLAND AND
AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

Further reading: Olufemi Vaughan, Chiefs, Power, and
Social Change: Chiefship and Modern Politics in Botswana,
1880s—1990s (Trenton, N.]J.: Africa World Press, 2003).

Boumedienne, Houari (Mohammed Ben Brahim
Bankharouba) (1927-1978) Algerian leader from 1965
to 1978

Known for his commitment to giving ALGERIA con-
trol over its own economy and NATURAL RESOURCES, as
well as for policies designed to improve the living stan-
dards of his nation’s people, Houari Boumedienne became
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a leading figure in the Arab world. Throughout his career,
Boumedienne remained committed to both a moderate
socialism and to Islamic tenets, making him a key figure
in the political movements sweeping Arab states in the
1960s and 1970s.

Born in a small town in eastern Algeria, Mohammed
Ben Brahim Bankharouba, as he was named at birth, was
educated in French and Islamic schools. In 1952 he fled
to TUNISIA and EGYPT to avoid serving in the French mili-
tary. While in Egypt, he joined the Algerian indepen-
dence movement led by Ahmed BEN BELLA (1916- ).
After adopting the name Houari Boumedienne he joined
the NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (Front de Liberation
National, FLN) and received military training. A natural
soldier and leader, he rose quickly in the revolutionary
army, and by 1960 he was head of its general staff.

Quiet and reserved, and as loyal to his troops as they
were to him, Boumedienne steered a careful course through
the political intrigues of the various factions of the indepen-
dence movement. By the time Algerian elections were held
in September 1962, FLN troops had gained control of most
of the country. With Ben Bella’s victory in the elections,
Boumedienne became the minister of defense in the gov-
ernment of the newly independent Algeria. For the next
several years the two men led Algeria together, although
there was constant tension between the reserved Boumedi-
enne and the outgoing Ben Bella.

Although he favored Ben Bella’s pragmatic form of
socialism as the best course for Algeria, Boumedienne
found himself unable to support Ben Bella’s authoritarian
tendencies. Nor did he share Ben Bella’s vision of a secu-
lar, non-Islamist Algeria. After several attempts by Ben
Bella to undermine his authority, Boumedienne seized
control of the government in a bloodless COUP D’ETAT on
June 19, 1965, appointing himself president and minister
of defense and suspending the National Assembly.

Once in power, Boumedienne launched domestic
programs aimed at improving the living standards for all
Algerians rather than just a handful of the elite. In addi-
tion to instituting agricultural reforms and INDUSTRIAL-
IZATION programs, he nationalized the countrys oL
industry in 1971, giving him control of one of Algeria’s
key resources and an important source of income.

With Egypts decline in influence among the Arab
states following the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, many in the
Islamic world began to look to Boumedienne for leader-
ship. It was a position he seemed willing to take, and he
soon became a spokesperson for Arab—and African—
causes. Firmly committed to the principle of nonalign-
ment, he kept the former Soviet Union from playing major,
direct roles in Algeria, in spite of his own moderate social-
ism. He urged similar policies for other newly independent
and developing nations, and he eventually assumed a sig-
nificant role in the Nonaligned Movement, becoming its
chairperson in 1973. Equally committed to liberation from
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colonial powers, he continued to support revolutionary
movements in other parts of Africa, such as WESTERN sa-
HARA, even at the expense of maintaining friendly relations
with neighbors like MOROCCO. Boumedienne died of natu-
ral causes on December 27, 1978.

See also: ARAB-ISRAELI WARs (Vols. 1V, V); commU-
NISM AND SOCIALISM (Vol. IV); FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols.
IV, V); NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT AND AFRICA (Vol. V); so-
VIET UNION AND AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further readings: David Ottaway and Marina Ott-
away, Algeria: Politics of a Socialist Revolution (Berkeley,
Calif.: University of California Press, 1970).

Bourguiba, Habib (Habib ben Ali Bourgiba)
(1903-2000) First president of Tunisia

After leading TUNISIA to independence from France
in 1956, Bourguiba was elected president the following
year. Once in control, he guided the nation’s assembly in
drafting a new constitution and made his Destour
Socialist Party (Parti Socialiste Destourien, PSD) the only
officially recognized Tunisian political party. Bourgiba
then set about modernizing the Tunisian economy, devel-
oping its OIL industry, inviting FOREIGN INVESTMENT, and
encouraging TOURISM.

Despite his early successes, by the early 1970s
Bourguiba’s government was hampered by numerous con-
flicts within the PSD, with major problems largely the re-
sult of the rift between the party’s liberals and Islamic
conservatives. However, in contrast to the disarray in
Tunisian domestic affairs, Bourguiba’s foreign policies at
this time were mostly successful. Tunisia enjoyed a long
period of favorable relations with France, especially since
Bourguiba represented a moderating influence in the in-
creasingly anti-Western Arab world.

Bourguiba was known to be wary of aligning Tunisia
with other Arab unions, but in 1974 he acted with-
out consultation from his advisors and signed a
treaty of union with Muammar QADDAFI (1942- )
in neighboring LiBYA. The proposed merger would
have brought together the governments, parlia-
ments, and armies of the two nations. Within two
days, however, Bourguiba annulled the treaty, creat-
ing strained diplomatic relations between the two
countries that would last for years.

Bourguiba began to show signs of mental deterioration
in the 1970s, as his memory failed and his behavior became
erratic. In spite of this, however, in 1975 the Constituent
Assembly appointed Bourguiba president for life. In 1980

Bourguiba authorized the legal formation of opposition po-
litical parties, and within a few years Tunisia became the
scene of widespread popular unrest. By the mid-1980s the
Tunisian economy was depressed, and Bourguiba’s weak
leadership had cost him his popular support. Finally, in
1987 doctors confirmed that Bourguibas health left him
unfit to rule, and by a provision of the constitution, the
president for life was replaced by his prime minister ZINE EL
ABIDINE BEN ALl (1936— ). In the 1990s arteriosclerosis
gradually destroyed Bourguiba’s health; he died at home
early in 2000.

See also: BOURGUIBA, HABIB (Vol. IV), DESTOUR PARTY
(Vol. 1V).

Further reading: Derek Hopwood, Habib Bourguiba
of Tunisia: The Tragedy of Longevity (New York: St. Martin’s
Press, 1992); Pierre Rossi, Bourguibas Tunisia (Tunis,
Tunisia: Editions Kahia, 1967); Norma Salem, Habib Bour-
guiba, Islam, and the Creation of Tunisia (London: Croom
Helm, 1984).

Bouteflika, Abdelaziz (1937- ) President of Algeria

Born in Oujda, MOROCCO, near the border with ALGE-
RiA, Bouteflika became involved in the Algerian indepen-
dence movement in 1956. Following the end of colonial
rule Bouteflika took a position in the government of
President Ahmed BEN BELLA (1916— ) and later became
foreign minister. When Ben Bella was removed from of-
fice during a coupr D’ETAT, Bouteflika continued to serve
as foreign minister under Colonel Houari BOUMEDIENNE
(1927-1978).

Bouteflika nearly assumed the presidency following
Boumedienne’s death in 1978, but Colonel Chadli Benjedid
(1929- ) took power instead and, in 1980, dismissed
Bouteflika. After being accused of embezzlement, Boute-
flika went into exile in Switzerland.

In 1999 a cadre of Algerian military and civilian leaders
asked Bouteflika to run in the presidential elections, view-
ing him as a “consensus candidate” who could possibly
bridge the differences between the various factions in Alge-
ria that had been at odds since independence. At the time
the country was in economic shambles, with its military
fighting radical Islamist groups and opposition parties.
Bouteflika won a controversial election and became Alge-
ria’s first civilian president since 1965. Many in Algeria wel-
comed his election, even though Bouteflika actually won
the presidency by default. His six opponents withdrew from
the race, complaining of irregular electoral practices, leav-
ing Bouteflika as the only remaining candidate.

Bouteflika faced the immense task of resurrecting Al-
geria’s economy while also establishing a lasting peace in a
country long under martial rule. Further complicating the
situation was the military’s determination to prevent Islamic
fundamentalists from gaining power. The ensuing civil war
has led to more than 100,000 deaths in the past dozen



years. The new president sought to create dialogues be-
tween the various opposition groups and eased ethnic ten-
sions in the Kabylie region, where Berbers violently refused
to give up their native tongue in favor of Arabic, the official
state language. However, as of 2003, while announcing his
plans to run for reelection, Bouteflika was still hindered by
the military’s influence in the government.

See also: cviL waRrs (Vol. V); ISLAM, INFLUENCE OF
(Vols. 111, TV, V).

Further reading: Luis Martinez, The Algerian Civil
War, 1990-1998 (New York: Columbia University Press,
2000); William B. Quandt, Between Ballots and Bullets: Al-
gerias Transition from Authoritarianism (Washington,
D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 1998).

Bozizé, Francois See CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC.

Brazzaville Major port and capital city of the Republic
of the coNGo, located in the southeast. Originating as a
small African village, the town of Brazzaville was founded
by explorer Pierre Savorgnan de Bra