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‘Abd Allah ibn Yasin: Almoravid: Sahara

‘Abd al-Mu’min: Almohad Empire, 1140—1269

‘Abd al-Qadir

‘Abouh, Muhammad

Abu Madian, al-Shadhili and the Spread of Sufism in
the Maghrib

Abuja

Accra

Achebe, Chinua

Adal: Ibrahim, Ahmad ibn, Conflict with Ethiopia,
1526—1543

Addis Ababa

African Development Bank

Africanus, Leo

Afrikaans and Afrikaner Nationalism, Nineteenth
Century

Aghlabid Amirate of Ifrigiya (800—909)

Agriculture, Cash Crops, Food Security

Ahidjo, Ahmadou

Aid, International, NGOs and the State

Air, Sultanate of

Aja-Speaking Peoples: Aja, Fon, Ewe, Seventeenth
and Eighteenth Centuries

Aja-Speaking Peoples: Dahomey, Rise of,
Seventeenth Century

Akan and Asante: Farmers, Traders, and the
Emergence of Akan States

Akan States: Bono, Dankyira, Wassa, Akyem,
Akwamu, Fante, Fifteenth to Seventeenth
Centuries

Akan States: Eighteenth Century

Akhenaten

Aksum, Kingdom of

Alcohol: Popular Culture, Colonial Control

Alexandria

Alexandria and Early Christianity: Egypt

vii

Algeria: Algiers and Its Capture, 1815-1830

Algeria: Conquest and Resistance, 1831-1879

Algeria: Government and Administration, 1830-1914

Algeria: Muslim Population, 1871-1954

Algeria: European Population, 1830—1954

Algeria: Arabism and Islamism

Algeria, Colonial: Islamic Ideas and Movements in

Algeria: Nationalism and Reform, 1911-1954

Algeria: War of Independence, 1954—1962

Algeria: Ben Bella, Boumédienne, Era of, 1960s
and 1970s

Algeria: Bendjedid and Elections, 1978—1990

Algeria: International Relations, 1962—Present

Algeria: Islamic Salvation Front, Military Rule, Civil
War, 1990s

Algiers

Allada and Slave Trade

All-African People’s Conference, 1958

Anglo-Zulu War, 1879-1887

Angola, Eighteenth Century

Angola: Ambaquista, Imbangala, and Long-Distance
Trade

Angola: Chokwe, Ovimbundu, Nineteenth Century

Angola: Slave Trade, Abolition of

Angola: “Scramble”

Angola: New Colonial Period: Christianity,
Missionaries, Independent Churches

Angola: New Colonial Period: Economics of
Colonialism

Angola: New Colonial Period: White Immigration,
Mestigos, Assimilated Africans

Angola: Revolts, 1961

Angola: MPLA, FNLA, UNITA, and the War of
Liberation, 1961-1974

Angola: Independence and Civil War, 1974—-1976

Angola: Cold War Politics, Civil War, 1975-1994

Angola: Civil War: Impact of, Economic and Social
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Angola: Peace Betrayed, 1994 to the Present

Antananarivo

Anti-Slavery Movement

Anti-Slavery Squadron, Decline of Export Slave
Trade, Nineteenth Century

Arab and Islamic World, Africa in

Arab Bedouin: Banu Hilal, Banu Sulaym, Banu
Ma’qil (Eleventh to Fifteenth Centuries)

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of, Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries

Botswana: Nineteenth Century: Precolonial

Botswana: Missionaries, Nineteenth Century

Botswana: Bechuanaland Protectorate, Founding of:
1885-1899

Botswana (Bechuanaland Protectorate): Colonial Period

Botswana: Independence: Economic Development,

Armies, Colonial: Africans in

Arms, Armies: Postcolonial Africa

Art and Architecture, History of African

Art, Postcolonial

Asante Kingdom: Osei Tutu and Founding of
Asians: East Africa

Augustine, Catholic Church: North Africa
Awolowo, Obafemi

Azikiwe, Nnamdi

B

Bagirmi, Wadai, and Darfur

Balewa, Alhaji Sir Abubakar
Bamako

Banda, Dr. Hastings Kamuzu
Banking and Finance

Bantu Cultivators: Kenyan Highlands

Barbary Corsairs and the Ottoman Provinces: Algiers,

Tunis, and Tripoli in the Seventeenth Century
Beira Corridor
Bello, Alhaji (Sir) Ahmadu
Benin, Empire: Origins and Growth of City State

Benin, Empire: Oba Ewuare, Trade with the Portuguese

Benin Kingdom: Nineteenth Century

Benin Kingdom: British Conquest, 1897

Benin (Republic of)/Dahomey: Colonial Period:
Survey

Benin (Republic of)/Dahomey: Independence, Coups,

Politics

Benin, Republic of (Dahomey): Kérékou, Mathieu

Benin, Republic of (Dahomey): Democratization:
National Conference and, 1990s

Benue Valley Peoples: Jukun and Kwarafa

Berbers: Ancient North Africa

Berlin West Africa Conference, 1884—1885

Bhambatha Rebellion, 1906

Blantyre

Blyden, E. W.

Boer Expansion: Interior of South Africa

Boganda, Barthélemy

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of: Origins and Rise,
Fifteenth Century

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of: Mai Idris Alooma

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of: Saifawa Dynasty:
Horses, Slaves, Warfare

viii

Politics

Boundaries, Colonial

Bourbon, Ile de France, Seychelles: Eighteenth
Century

Brazzaville

British Togoland

Brussels Conference and Act, 1890

Buganda: To Nineteenth Century

Bulawayo

Bunyoro

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta): Nineteenth Century

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta): Colonial Period

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta): Independence to the
Present

Burundi to ¢.1800

Burundi: Nineteenth Century: Precolonia

Burundi: Colonial Period: German and Belgian

Burundi: Independence to 1988

Burundi: 1988 to Present

Buthelezi and Inkatha Freedom Party

Byzantine Africa, 533—710

C

Cabinda

Cairo

Cameroon: Nineteenth Century

Cameroon (Kamerun): Colonial Period: German Rule
Cameroon: Colonial Period: British and French Rule

Cameroon: Rebellion, Independence, Unification,
1960-1961

Cameroon: Independence to the Present

Cape Colony: Origins, Settlement, Trade

Cape Colony: Khoi-Dutch Wars

Cape Colony: Slavery

Cape Colony: British Occupation, 1806—1872

Cape Liberalism, Nineteenth Century

Cape Town

Cape Verde, History of

Carthage

Carvajal, Luis del Marmol

Casablanca

Casely Hayford, Joseph Ephraim

Central Africa, Northern: Slave Raiding

Central Africa, Northern: Central Sudanic Peoples

Central Africa, Northern: Chadic Peoples



Central Africa, Northern: Islam, Pilgrimage
Central Africa, Northern: Arab Penetration, Rise of
Cavalry States

Central African Republic: Nineteenth Century: Baya,

Banda, and Zande

Central African Republic: Colonial Period:
Occupation, Resistance, Baya Revolt, 1928

Central African Republic: Colonial Period:
Oubangui-Chari

Central African Republic: Nationalism,
Independence

Central African Republic: 1980s and 1990s

Cetshwayo

Chad, Nineteenth Century: Kanem/Borno (Bornu)
and Wadai

Chad: Colonial Period: French Rule

Chad: Independence to the Present

Chad: Libya, Aozou Strip, Civil War

Civil War: Postcolonial Africa

Climate and Vegetational Change in Africa

Clothing and Cultural Change

Cold War, Africa and the

Collaboration as Resistance

Colonial European Administrations: Comparative
Survey

Colonial Federations: British Central Africa

Colonial Federations: French Equatorial Africa

Colonial Federations: French West Africa

Colonial Imports versus Indigenous Crafts

Colonialism: Ideology of Empire: Supremacist,
Paternalist

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Nationalism and
Anticolonialism

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Northern Africa

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Sub-Saharan Africa

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Thirty Years War for
Southern African Liberation

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Women and the
Nationalist Struggle

Colonialism, Inheritance of: Postcolonial Africa

Colonialism: Impact on African Societies

Commonwealth, Africa and the

Communaute Financiere Africaine

Communications

Community in African Society

Comoros: Before 1800

Comoros/Mayotte: Nineteenth Century to 1975

Comoros/Mayotte: Independence to the Present

Conakry

Concessionary Companies

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Nineteenth
Century: Precolonial

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: De Brazza and
French Colonization
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Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Colonial Period:
Moyen-Congo

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Independence,
Revolution, 1958—1979

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Liberalization,
Rebellion, 1980s and 1990s

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Nineteenth Century: Precolonial

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Congo Free State, 1885—1908

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Belgian Congo: Administration and Society,
1908-1960

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Belgian Congo: Colonial Economy, 1908—-1960

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Evolués, Politics, Independence

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Mobutu, Zaire, and Mobutuism

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Mineral Factor

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
National Conference and Politics of Opposition,
1990-1996

Congo (Kinshasa): Post-Mobutu Era

Corruption and the Criminalization of the
Postcolonial State

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Colonization and
Resistance

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Colonial Period:
Administration and Economy

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Independence to the
Present

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Parti Democratique de la

Cote d’Ivoire

Coups d’Etat and Military Rule: Postcolonial
Africa

Crop Cultivation: The Evidence

Crowther, Reverend Samuel Ajayi and the Niger
Mission

Currencies and Banking

Cushites: Northeastern Africa: Stone Age Origins to
Iron Age

D

Dahomey: Eighteenth Century

Dakar

Dar es Salaam

Debt, International, Development and Dependency
Delta States, Nineteenth Century

Democracy: Postcolonial

Development, Postcolonial: Central Planning, Private

Enterprise, Investment
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Diagne, Gueye, and Politics of Senegal, 1920s and
1930s

Diamonds

Diaspora: Colonial Era

Diaspora: Historiographical Debates

Difaqane on the Highveld

Diop, Cheikh Anta

Diouf, Abdou

Djibouti: Nineteenth Century to the Present: Survey

Domestication, Plant and Animal, History of

Donatist Church: North Africa

Douala

Drama, Film: Postcolonial

Drought, Famine, Displacement

Du Bois, W. E. B. and Pan-Africanism

Dube, John Langalibalele

Durban

E

East African Community, the, 1967—1977

Eastern Africa: Regional Survey

Eastern Savanna, Political Authority in

Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS)

Education in Colonial Sub-Saharan Africa

Education in Postcolonial Sub-Saharan Africa

Education, Higher, in Postcolonial Africa

Education: French West Africa

Education: North Africa (Colonial and Postcolonial)

Egypt, Ancient: Chronology

Egypt, Ancient: Predynastic Egypt and Nubia:
Historical Outline

Egypt, Ancient: Unification of Upper and Lower:
Historical Outline

Egypt, Ancient: Old Kingdom and Its Contacts to the
South: Historical Outline

Egypt, Ancient: Middle Kingdom, Historical Outline

Egypt, Ancient: New Kingdom and the Colonization
of Nubia

Egypt: Ancient: Ptolemaic Dynasty: Historical
Outline

Egypt, Ancient: Roman Conquest and Occupation:
Historical Outline

Egypt, Ancient, and Africa

Egypt, Ancient: Agriculture

Egypt, Ancient: Architecture

Egypt, Ancient: Economy: Redistributive: Palace,
Temple

Egypt, Ancient: Funeral Practices and Mummification

Egypt, Ancient: Hieroglyphics and Origins of
Alphabet

Egypt, Ancient: Literacy

Egypt, Ancient: Religion

Egypt, Ancient: Social Organization

Egypt: Arab Conquest

Egypt: Arab Empire

Egypt: Tulunids and Ikhshidids, 850-969

Egypt: Fatimid Caliphate

Egypt: Fatimids, Later: 1073—-1171

Egypt: Fatimids, Later (1073—-1171): Army and
Administration

Egypt: Fatimids, Later: World Trade

Egypt: Ayyubid Dynasty, 1169-1250

Egypt and Africa (1000—1500)

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty: Baybars, Qalawun,
Mongols, 1250-1300

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty (1250—1517): Literature

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty (1250—1517): Army and
Igta’ System

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty (1250—1517): Plague

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517-1798: Historical Outline

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517—-1798: Mamluk Beylicate
(c.1600-1798)

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517-1798: Napoleon and the
French in Egypt (1798-1801)

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517—-1798: Nubia, Red Sea

Egypt under the Ottomans, 1517—1798: Trade with
Africa

Egypt: Muhammad Ali, 1805—1849: Imperial
Expansion

Egypt: Muhammad Ali, 1805—1849: State and
Economy

Egypt, North Africa: Scramble

Egypt: Urabi Pasha and British Occupation,
1879-1882

Egypt: Cromer Administration, 1883-1907:
Irrigation, Agriculture, and Industry

Egypt: Salafiyya, Muslim Brotherhood

Egypt: Nationalism, World War I and the Wafd,
1882-1922

Egypt: Monarchy and Parliament, 1922—1939

Egypt, World War II and

Egypt: Printing, Broadcasting

Egypt: Nasser: Foreign Policy: Suez Canal Crisis to
Six Day War, 1952—-1970

Egypt: Nasser: High Dam, Economic Development,
1952-1970

Egypt: Sadat, Nationalism, 1970—1981

Egypt: Mubarak, Since 1981: Agriculture, Industry

Egypt: Mubarak, Since 1981: Politics

Egyptology, From Herodotus to the Twentieth Century

Environment, Conservation, Development:
Postcolonial Africa

Epidemics: Malaria, AIDS, Other Disease:
Postcolonial Africa

Equatorial Guinea: Colonial Period, Nineteenth
Century



Equatorial Guinea: Independence to the Present

Equiano, Olaudah

Eritrea: Ottoman Province to Italian Colony

Eritrea: 1941 to the Present

Ethiopia: Muslim States, Awash Valley: Shoa, Ifat,
Fatagar, Hadya, Dawaro, Adal, Ninth to Sixteenth
Centuries

Ethiopia: Aksumite Inheritance, ¢.850—1150

Ethiopia: Zagwe Dynasty, 1150—-1270

Ethiopia: Solomonid Dynasty, 1270—1550

Ethiopia: Shoan Plateau, Fifteenth and Sixteenth
Centuries

Ethiopia, ¢.1550—-¢.1700

Ethiopia: Portuguese and, Sixteenth—Seventeenth
Centuries

Ethiopia: Eighteenth Century

Ethiopia: Early Nineteenth Century

Ethiopia: Tewodros II, Era of

Ethiopia: Johannes IV, Era of

Ethiopia: Menelik II, Era of

Ethiopia: Italian Invasion and Occupation: 1935—1940

Ethiopia: Land, Agriculture, Politics, 1941-1974

Ethiopia: Famine, Revolution, Mengistu Dictatorship,
1974-1991

Ethiopia: Civil War and Liberation (to 1993)

Ethiopia: 1991 to the Present

Ethiopianism and the Independent Church Movement

Europe: Explorers, Adventurers, Traders

Europe: Industrialization and Imperialism

F

Farming: Stone Age Farmers of the Savanna

Farming: Tropical Forest Zones

Fatimid Empire: Maghrib, 910—1057

Federations and Unions, Postcolonial

Fonds d’Investment pour le Développement
Economique et Social (FIDES)

Forest Peoples: Sierra Leone, Liberia and Cote
d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): History of to 1800

Francophonie, Africa and the

Freetown

Fulbe/Fulani/Peul: Origins

Fulbe/Fulani/Peul: Cattle Pastoralism, Migration,
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Funj Sultanate, Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries

Futa Jalon to 1800

Futa Jalon: Nineteenth Century

Futa Toro

Futa Toro: Early Nineteenth Century

G

Gabon: Nineteenth Century: Precolonial
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Gabon: Colonial Period: Administration, Labor the
Economy

Gabon: Colonial Period: Social Transformation

Gabon: Decolonization and the Politics of
Independence, 1945-1967

Gabon: Bongo, Omar, and the One-Party State, 1967
to the Present

Gambia, The: Nineteenth Century to Independence

Gambia, The: Independence to the Present

Gambia, The: Relations with Senegal

Garamantes: Early Trans-Saharan Trade

Garang, John, and the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation
Party (SPLA)

Gender and Migration: Southern Africa

Geography, Environment in African History

Ghana Empire: Historiography of Origins

Ghana, Empire of: History of

Ghana (Republic of): 1800—1874

Ghana (Republic of): Colonization and Resistance,
1875-1901

Ghana (Republic of) (Gold Coast): Colonial Period:
Administration

Ghana (Republic of) (Gold Coast): Colonial Period:
Economy

Ghana (Republic of) (Gold Coast): Guggisberg
Administration, 1919-1927

Ghana (Republic of): Nationalism, Rise of, and the
Politics of Independence

Ghana, Republic of: Social and Economic
Development: First Republic

Ghana, Republic of: Coups d’Etat, Second Republic,
1966-1972

Ghana: Achaempong Regime to the Third Republic,
1972-1981

Ghana: Revolution and Fourth Republic, 1981 to Present

Globalization, Africa and

Gold: Akan Goldfields: 1400 to 1800

Gold: Mining Industry of Ghana: 1800 to the Present

Gold: Production and Trade: West Africa

Gore-Browne, Stewart

Great Lakes Region: Growth of Cattle Herding

Great Lakes Region: Karagwe, Nkore, and Buhaya

Great Lakes Region: Kitara and the Chwezi Dynasty

Great Lakes Region: Ntusi, Kibiro, and Bigo

Great Zimbabwe: Colonial Historiography

Great Zimbabwe: Origins and Rise

Guinea: Colonial Period

Guinea: Decolonization, Independence

Guinea: Touré, Ahmed Sekou, Era of

Guinea: 1984 to the Present

Guinea-Bissau: Nineteenth Century to 1960

Guinea-Bissau: Cabral, Amilcar, PAICG,
Independence, 1961-1973

Guinea-Bissau: Independence to the Present
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H

Haile Selassie I

Hailey: An African Survey

Hamdallahi Caliphate, 1818—1862

Harare

Harris, William Wade

Hausa Polities: Origins, Rise

Hausa Polities: Urbanism, Industry, and Commerce

Hausa Polities: Warfare, Nineteenth Century

Health: Medicine and Disease: Colonial

Health: Medicine and Disease: Postcolonial

Herding, Farming, Origins of: Sahara and Nile
Valley

Historiography of Africa

Historiography of Western Africa, 1790s—1860s

History, African: Sources of

Horton, James Africanus Beale

Houphouét-Boigny, Félix

Human Rights: Postcolonial Africa

Humankind: Hominids, Early, Origins of

Hundred Years’ War, 1779—-1878

Hunting, Colonial Era

Hunting, Foraging

I

Ibadan

Ibn Battuta, Mali Empire and

Ibn Khaldun: Civilization of the Maghrib

Ibn Khaldun: History of the Berbers

Ibn Tumart, Almohad Community and

Identity, Political

Ife, Oyo, Yoruba, Ancient: Kingship and Art

Igbo and Igala

Igboland, Nineteenth Century

Igbo-Ukwu

Industrialization and Development

Ingombe Ilede

Iron Age and Neolithic: West Africa

Iron Age (Early) and Development of Farming in
Eastern Africa

Iron Age (Early): Farming, Equatorial Africa

Iron Age (Early): Herding, Farming, Southern Africa

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa: Luangwa Tradition

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa: Peoples, Forest

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa: Upemba Basin

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Cattle, Wealth, Power

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Labor, Gender,
Production

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Societies, Evolution of

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Salt

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Trade

Xii

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Characteristics and
Origins, South of Zambezi

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Toutswemogala,
Cattle, and Political Power

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Leopard’s Kopje,
Bambandyanalo, and Mapungubwe

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Highveld,
Emergence of States on

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Southeastern
Lowveld, Emergence of States on

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Ethnicity,
Language, Identity

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Peoples

Islam in Eastern Africa

J

Jabavu, John Tengo

Jameson Raid, Origins of South African War:
1895-1899

Johannesburg

Johnston, Harry H.

Jonathan, Chief Joseph Leabua

Journalism, African: Colonial Era

Juula/Dyula

K

Kabarega and Bunyoro

Kagwa, Apolo Kafibala Gulemye

Kakungulu and the Creation of Uganda

Kampala

Kanem: Origins and Growth (Sixth—Tenth Centuries)

Kanem: Slavery and Trans-Saharan Trade

Kanem: Decline and Merge with Borno (c.1400)

Kano

Kasai and Kuba: Chiefdoms and Kingdom

Kaunda, Kenneth

Kazembe’s Eastern Lunda

Kenya: Nineteenth Century: Precolonial

Kenya: East African Protectorate and the Uganda
Railway

Kenya: Mekatilele and Giriama Resistance,
1900-1920

Kenya: World War I, Carrier Corps

Kenya: Colonial Period: Economy 1920s and 1930s

Kenya: Colonial Period: Administration, Christianity,
Education, and Protest to 1940

Kenya: Mau Mau Revolt

Kenya: Nationalism, Independence

Kenya: Kenyatta, Jomo: Life and Government of

Kenya: Independence to the Present

Kenya: Islam



Kerma and Egyptian Nubia

Khama III

Khartoum

Kimbangu, Simon and Kimbanguism

Kimberley, Diamond Fields and

Kinshasa

Kongo, Teke (Tio), and Loango: History to 1483

Kongo Kingdom: Afonso I, Christianity, and Kingship

Kongo Kingdom, 1543—-1568

Kongo Kingdom: Jaga Invasion to 1665

Kongo Kingdom: Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries

Kouyaté, Tiemoko Garan

Kruger, Paul

Kumasi

Kush

L

Labor: Cooperative Work

Labor: Decline in Traditional Forms of Exploitation

Labor, Migrant

Labotsibeni

Lagos

Lagos Colony and Oil Rivers Protectorate

Lalibela and Ethiopian Christianity

Land and “Reserves,” Colonial Africa

Language Classification

Language, Colonial State and

Law, Islamic: Postcolonial Africa

Law and the Legal System: Postcolonial Africa

“Legitimate Commerce” and Export Slave Trade in
the Nineteenth Century

Lenshina, Alice

Lesotho: Treaties and Conflict on the Highveld,
1843-1868

Lesotho (Basutoland): Colonization and Cape Rule,
1868—1884

Lesotho (Basutoland): Peasantry, Rise of

Lesotho (Basutoland): Colonial Period

Lesotho: Independence to the Present

Lesotho: Nationalism and Independence

Lewanika I, the Lozi and the BSA Company

Liberia, Nineteenth Century: Origins and Foundations

Liberia: Nineteenth Century: Politics, Society, and
Economics

Liberia: Firestone

Liberia: Tubman, William V. S., Life and Era of

Liberia: Tolbert, William Richard, Life and Era of

Liberia: Doe, Samuel K., Life and Era of

Liberia: Civil War, ECOMOG, and the Return to
Civilian Rule

Libreville

Libya: Yusuf Pasha Karamanli and the Ottoman
Reoccupation, 1795-1835
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Libya: Muhammad Al-Sanusi (c. 1787-1859) and the
Sanusiyya

Libya: Italian Invasion and Resistance, 1911-1931

Libya: Italian Colonization and Administration

Libya: World War II and the Kingdom of Libya,
1942-1969

Libya: Gaddafi (Qadhdhafi) and Jamahiriyya (Libyan
Revolution)
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Iron Age and Neolithic: West Africa

Kerma and Egyptian Nubia

Kush

Meroe: Meroitic Culture and Economy

Metalworking: Origins of Ironworking

Monophysitism, Coptic Church, 379-640

Napata and Meroe

Neolithic North Africa

Neolithic, Pastoral: Eastern Africa

Nok Culture: Terra-Cotta, Iron

North Africa, Ancient: Urbanization

North Africa: Roman Occupation, Empire

Punt and Its Neighbors



LIST OF ENTRIES: THEMATIC

Ramses II

Soba and Dongola

Urbanization and Site Hierarchy: West Africa:
Savanna and Sahel

Vandals: North Africa

Iron Age to End of the Eighteenth Century:

Central and Southern Africa

Angola, Eighteenth Century

Cape Colony: Khoi-Dutch Wars

Cape Colony: Origins, Settlement, Trade

Cape Colony: Slavery

Great Zimbabwe: Colonial Historiography

Great Zimbabwe: Origins and Rise

Ingombe Ilede

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa: Luangwa Tradition

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa: Peoples, Forest

Iron Age (Later): Central Africa: Upemba Basin

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Characteristics and
Origins, South of Zambezi

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Ethnicity,
Language, Identity

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Highveld,
Emergence of States on

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Leopard‘s Kopje,
Bambandyanalo and Mapungubwe

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Peoples

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Southeastern
Lowveld, Emergence of States on

Iron Age (Later): Southern Africa: Toutswemogala,
Cattle, and Political Power

Kasai and Kuba: Chiefdoms and Kingdom

Kazembe‘s Eastern Lunda

Kongo Kingdom, 1543—-1568

Kongo Kingdom: Afonso I, Christianity and Kingship

Kongo Kingdom: Jaga Invasion to 1665

Kongo Kingdom: Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries

Kongo, Teke (Tio) and Loango: History to 1483

Loango: Slave Trade

Luba: Origins and Growth

Luba: Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Lunda: Kingdoms, Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries

Lunda: Mwaant Yaav (Mwata Yamvo) and Origins

Lunda: Titles

Manyika of Eastern Zimbabwe

Maravi: Kalonga Masula: Empire, Trade

Maravi: Phiri Clan, Lundu and Undi Dynasties

Maravi: Zimba “Invasions”

Mutapa State, 1450—1884

Ndongo, Kingdom of

Njinga Mbande

XXii

Nyanga Hills

Ovimbundu States

Rwanda: To 1800

Sena, Tete, Portuguese, and Prazos
Torwa, Changamire Dombo and the Rovzi

Iron Age to End of Eighteenth Century:

Eastern and North Central Africa

Adal: Ibrahim, Ahmad ibn, Conflict with Ethiopia,
1526—1543

Bagirmi, Wadai and Darfur

Bantu Cultivators: Kenyan Highlands

Bourbon, Ile de France, Seychelles: Eighteenth
Century

Buganda to the Nineteenth Century

Bunyoro

Burundi to ¢.1800

Central Africa, Northern: Arab Penetration, Rise of
Cavalry States

Central Africa, Northern: Central Sudanic Peoples

Central Africa, Northern: Chadic Peoples

Central Africa, Northern: Islam, Pilgrimage

Central Africa, Northern: Slave Raiding

Comoros: Before 1800

Cushites: Northeastern Africa: Stone Age Origins to
Iron Age

Eastern Savanna, Political Authority in

Ethiopia, ¢.1550—¢.1700

Ethiopia: Aksumite Inheritance, ¢.850—1150

Ethiopia: Eighteenth Century

Ethiopia: Muslim States, Awash Valley: Shoa, Ifat,
Fatagar, Hadya, Dawaro, Adal, Ninth to Sixteenth
Centuries

Ethiopia, Portuguese and, Sixteenth to Seventeenth
Centuries

Ethiopia: Shoan Plateau, Fifteenth and Sixteenth
Centuries

Ethiopia: Solomonid Dynasty, 1270—c.1550

Ethiopia: Zagwe Dynasty, 1150—-1270

Great Lakes Region: Cattle Herding

Great Lakes Region: Karagwe, Nkore and Buhaya

Great Lakes Region: Kitara and the Chwezi Dynasty

Great Lakes Region: Ntusi, Kibiro and Bigo

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Cattle, Wealth, Power

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Labor, Gender,
Production

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Salt

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Societies, Evolution of

Iron Age (Later): East Africa: Trade

Islam: Eastern Africa

Lalibela and Ethiopian Christianity

Madagascar: Malagasy Kingdoms, Evolution of

Madagascar: Prehistory and Development to ¢.1500

Mascerene Islands prior to the French



Massawa, Ethiopia and the Ottoman Empire

Nilotes, Eastern Africa: Eastern Nilotes: Ateker
(Karimojong)

Nilotes, Eastern Africa: Maasai

Nilotes, Eastern Africa: Origins, Pastoralism, Migration

Nilotes, Eastern Africa: Southern Nilotes: Kalenjin,
Dadog, Pokot

Nilotes, Eastern Africa: Western Nilotes: Luo

Nilotes, Eastern Africa: Western Nilotes: Shilluk,
Nuer, Dinka, Anyuak

Oromo: Migration and Expansion: Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries

Oromo: Origins, Social and Economic Organization

Sirikwa and Engaruka: Dairy Farming, Irrigation

Slavery: East Africa: Eighteenth Century

Slavery, Plantation: East Africa and the Islands

Somalia: Pastoralism, Islam, Commerce, Expansion:
To 1800

Swahili: Azania to 1498

Swahili: Mombasa, Fort Jesus, the Portuguese,
1589-1698

Swabhili, Portuguese and: 1498—1589

Upare, Usambara, Kilimanjaro

Iron Age to End of Eighteenth Century:

North Africa

‘Abd Allah ibn Yasin: Almoravid: Sahara

‘Abd al-Mu‘min: Almohad Empire, 1140-1269

Abu Madian, al-Shadhili and the Spread of Sufism in
the Maghrib

Aghlabid Amirate of Ifrigiya (800—909)

Arab Bedouin: Banu Hilal, Banu Sulaym, Banu
Ma‘qil (Eleventh to Fifteenth Centuries)

Barbary Corsairs and the Ottoman Provinces: Algiers,
Tunis, and Tripoli in the Seventeenth Century

Egypt and Africa (1000—1500)

Egypt: Arab Conquest

Egypt: Arab Empire (640—850)

Egypt: Ayyubid Dynasty, 1169—1250

Egypt: Fatimid Caliphate

Egypt: Fatimids, Later: 1073-1171

Egypt: Fatimids, Later: Army and Administration

Egypt: Fatimids, Later: World Trade

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty (1250—1517): Army and
Igta® System

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty (1250—1517): Baybars,
Qalawun, Mongols, 1250—-1300

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty (1250—1517): Literature

Egypt: Mamluk Dynasty (1250—1517): Plague

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517-1798: Historical Outline

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517—1798: Mamluk Beylicate
(c.1600-1798)

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517-1798: Napoleon and the
French in Egypt (1798—1801)

LIST OF ENTRIES: THEMATIC

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517—-1798: Nubia, Red Sea

Egypt: Ottoman, 1517-1798: Trade with Africa

Egypt: Tulunids and Ikhshidids, 850-969

Fatimid Empire: Maghrib, 910—1057

Funj Sultanate, Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries

Ibn Khaldun: Civilization of the Maghrib

Ibn Khaldun: History of the Berbers

Ibn Tumart, Almohad Community and

Maghrib: Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli under the Deys
Husaynids and Karamanlis in the Eighteenth
Century

Maghrib: Arab Conquest of, 650-715

Maghrib: European Expansion into, 1250—1550

Maghrib: Marinids, Ziyanids, and Hafsids,
1235-1359

Maghrib: Muslim Brotherhoods

Maghrib: Ottoman Conquest of Algiers, Tripoli, and
Tunis

Marrakech

Morocco: Ahmad al-Mansur and Invasion of Songhay

Morocco: Maraboutic Crisis, Founding of the
‘Alawite Dynasty

Morocco: Mawlay Isma‘il and Empire of

Morocco: Sa‘adians

Morocco: Sidi Muhammad and Foundations of
Essawira

Nobadia, Makurra and ‘Alwa

Nubia: Banu Kanz, Juhayna, Arabization of the
Nilotic Sudan

Nubia: Relations with Egypt (Seventh to Fourteenth
Centuries)

Qayrawan

Salah al-Din/Saladin

Sahara: Peoples of the Desert

Sahara: Salt: Production, Trade

Sahara: Trans-Saharan Trade

Sijilmasa, Zawila: Trans-Saharan Trade

Yusuf ibn Tashfin: Almoravid Empire: Maghrib:
1070-1147

Iron Age to End of Eighteenth Century:

Western Africa

Africanus, Leo

Air, Sultanate of

Aja-Speaking Peoples: Aja, Fon, Ewe, Seventeenth
and Eighteenth Centuries

Aja-Speaking Peoples: Dahomey, Rise of,
Seventeenth Century

Akan and Asante: Farmers, Traders, Emergence of
Akan States

Akan States: Bono, Dankyira, Wassa, Akyem, Akwamu,
Fante, Fifteenth to Seventeenth Centuries

Akan States: Eighteenth Century

Allada and Slave Trade
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LIST OF ENTRIES: THEMATIC

Asante Kingdom: Osei Tutu and Founding of

Benin Empire: Oba Ewuare, Trade with the
Portuguese

Benin Empire: Origins and Growth of City State

Benue Valley Peoples: Jukun and Kwarafa

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of: Mai Idris Aloma

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of: Origins and Rise,
Fifteenth Century

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of: Saifawa Dynasty:
Horses, Slaves, Warfare

Borno (Bornu), Sultanate of, Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries

Carvajal, Luis del Marmol

Dahomey: Eighteenth Century

Equiano, Olaudah

Forest Peoples: Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Ivory
Coast: History of to 1800

Fulbe/Fulani/Peul: Cattle Pastoralism, Migration,
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Fulbe/Fulani/Peul: Origins

Futa Jalon to 1800

Futa Toro

Futa Toro: Nineteenth Century

Ghana, Empire: Historiography of Origins

Ghana, Empire: History of

Gold: Akan Goldfields: 1400 to 1800

Gold: Production and Trade: West Africa

Hausa Polities: Origins, Rise

Hausa Polities: Urbanism, Industry, and Commerce

Hausa Polities: Warfare, Nineteenth Century

Ibn Battuta, Mali Empire and

Ife, Oyo, Yoruba, Ancient: Kingship and Art

Igbo and Igala

Juula/Dyula

Kanem: Decline, Merge with Borno (c.1400)

Kanem: Origins and Growth (Sixth to Tenth
Centuries)

Kanem: Slavery and Trans-Saharan Trade

Literacy and Indigenous Scripts: Precolonial West
Africa al-Maghili

Mai Dunama Dibalami

Mali Empire: Decline, Fifteenth Century

Mali Empire: Economy

Mali Empire, Sundiata and Origins of

Mandinka States of the Gambia

Mane: Migrations, Sixteenth Century, History of

Mansa Musa, Mali Empire and

Massassi and the Kaarta State

Niger Delta and its Hinterland: History to Sixteenth
Century

Niger Delta and its Hinterland: Peoples and States to
1800

Portugal: Exploration and Trade in the Fifteenth
Century

Religion: Indigenous Beliefs: Sub-Saharan Africa

XX1V

Religion: Islam, Growth of: Western Africa

Rumfa, Muhammad

Sao Tomé and Principe to 1800

Slavery: Trans-Saharan Trade

Slavery in African Society

Sanhaja

Segu: Origins and Growth of a Bamana Kingdom

Slavery, Atlantic Basin in the Era of

Slavery: Atlantic Trade: Abolition: Philanthropy or
Economics?

Slavery: Atlantic Trade: Effects in Africa and the
Americas

Slavery: Atlantic Trade: Opposition, African

Slavery: Atlantic Trade: Transatlantic Passage

Slavery: Mediterranean, Red Sea, Indian Ocean

Songhay Empire, Gao and Origins of

Songhay Empire: Moroccan Invasion, 1591

Songhay Empire: Sonni Ali and the Founding of
Empire

Songhay Empire: Ture, Muhammad and the Askiya
dynasty

Timbuktu

Tuareg: Takedda and Trans-Saharan Trade

Tuareg: Traders, Raiders, and the Empires of Mali
and Songhay

Wolof and Jolof Empire

Yoruba States (Other Than Ife and Oyo)

Yoruba States: Oyo

Yoruba-Speaking Peoples

Beginnings of European Imperialism

Antislavery Movement

Antislavery Squadron, Decline of Export Slave Trade,
Nineteenth Century

Europe: Industrialization and Imperialism

Europe: Explorers, Adventurers, Traders

Legitimate Commerce, Export Slave Trade,
Nineteenth Century

Livingstone, David

Medical Factor in Christian Conversion

Missionary Enterprise: Precolonial

Resettlement of Re-Captives: Freetown, Libreville,
Liberia, Freretown, Zanzibar

Slave Trade: Arms, Ivory, and (East and Central
Africa)

Slave Trade: Arms, Ivory, and (Southern Africa)

Slavery, Abolition of: East and West Africa

The “Scramble”

Berlin West Africa Conference, 1884—1885
Boundaries, Colonial

Brussels Conference and Act, 1890
Collaboration as Resistance



Egypt, North Africa: “Scramble”

Johnston, Harry H.

Military: Colonialism, Conquest, Resistance
Resistance to Colonialism

Era of Colonialism

Alcohol: Popular Culture, Colonial Control

Armies, Colonial: Africans in

Asians: East Africa

Clothing and Cultural Change

Colonial Administrations, Africans in

Colonial European Administrations: Comparative
Survey

Colonial Federations: British Central Africa

Colonial Federations: French Equatorial Africa

Colonial Federations: French West Africa

Colonial Imports versus Indigenous Crafts

Colonialism: Ideology of Empire: Supremacist,
Paternalist

Colonialism: Impact on African societies

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Nationalism and
Anticolonialism

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Northern Africa

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Sub-Saharan Africa

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Thirty Years War for
Southern African Liberation

Colonialism, Overthrow of: Women and the
Nationalist Struggle

Concessionary Companies

Currencies and Banking

Diaspora: Colonial Era

DuBois, W. E. B. and Pan-Africanism

Education in Colonial Sub-Saharan Africa

Education: French West Africa

Education: North Africa (Colonial and Postcolonial)

Ethnicity, Tribalism: Colonial Experience

Fonds d‘Investment pour le Développement
Economique et Social

Hailey: An African Survey

Hunting, Colonial Era

Journalism, African: Colonial Era

Labor: Decline in Traditional Forms of Exploitation

Labor, Migrant

Land and “Reserves” in Colonial Africa

Language, Colonial State and

Literacy: Vehicle for Cultural Change

Literature, Western: Africa in

Mandates: League of Nations and United Nations

Martial Races

Media as Propaganda

Mining

Peasant Production, Colonial: Cash Crops and
Transport

Peasant Production: Food, Markets: West Africa

LIST OF ENTRIES: THEMATIC

Phelps-Stokes Commission

Plantations and Labor, Colonial

Policing, Colonial

Professions, Africans in: Colonial

Railways

Religion, Colonial Africa: Conversion to World
Religions

Religion, Colonial Africa: Indigenous Religion

Religion, Colonial Africa: Independent,
Millenarian/Syncretic Churches

Religion, Colonial Africa: Islamic Orders and
Movements

Religion, Colonial Africa: Missionaries

Religion, Colonial Africa: Prophetic Movements

Religion, Colonial Africa: Religious Responses to
Colonial Rule

Rinderpest and Smallpox: East and Southern Africa

Slavery, Colonial Rule and

Soldiers, African: Overseas

Taxation

Trades Unionism and Nationalism

Transport Infrastructure

Urbanization: Colonial Context

Wallace-Johnson, I. T. A. and Radical Politics: West
Africa: 1930s

White Settler Factor: Economic And Political

World War I: North and Saharan Africa

World War I: Survey

World War II: French West Africa, Equatorial Africa

World War II: North Africa

World War II: Sub-Saharan Africa: Economic Impact

Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries:

Histories of Modern States

‘Abd al-Qadir

Abouh, Muhammad

Achebe, Chinua

Afrikaans and Afrikaner Nationalism, Nineteenth
Century

Ahidjo, Ahmadou

Algeria: Algiers and its Capture, 1815—-1830

Algeria: Arabism and Islamism

Algeria: Ben Bella, Boumédienne, era of, 1960s and
1970s

Algeria: Bendjedid and Elections, 1978—1990

Algeria, Colonial: Islamic Ideas and Movements in

Algeria: Conquest and Resistance, 1831-1879

Algeria: European Population, 1830—-1954

Algeria: Government and Administration, 1830-1914

Algeria: International Relations, 1962—Present

Algeria: Islamic Salvation Front, Military Rule, Civil
War, 1990s

Algeria: Muslim Population, 1871-1954

Algeria: Nationalism and Reform, 1911-1954

XXV



LIST OF ENTRIES: THEMATIC

Algeria: War of Independence, 1954—1962

Anglo-Zulu War, 1879-1887

Angola: Ambaquista, Imbangala and Long-Distance
Trade

Angola: Civil War: Impact of, Economic and Social

Angola: Chokwe, Ovimbundu, Nineteenth Century

Angola: Cold War Politics, Civil War, 1975-1994

Angola: Independence and Civil War, 1974—-1976

Angola: MPLA, FNLA, UNITA, War of Liberation,
1961-1974

Angola: New Colonial Period: Christianity,
Missionaries, Independent Churches

Angola: New Colonial Period: White Immigration,
Mesticos, Assimilated Africans

Angola: Peace Betrayed, 1994 to the Present

Angola: Revolts, 1961

Angola: “Scramble”

Angola: Slave Trade, Abolition of

Awolowo, Obafemi

Azikiwe, Nnamdi

Balewa, Alhaji Sir Abubakar

Banda, Dr. Hastings Kamuzu

Bello, Alhaji Sir Ahmadu

Benin Kingdom: British Conquest, 1897

Benin Kingdom: Nineteenth Century

Benin (Republic of): Colonial Period

Benin (Republic of): Democratization: National
Conference and, 1990s

Benin (Republic of): Independence, Coup, Politics

Benin (Republic of): Kérékou, Mathieu

Bhambatha Rebellion, 1906

Blyden, E. W.

Boer Expansion: Interior of South Africa

Boganda, Barthélemy

Botswana: Bechuanaland Protectorate, Founding of:
1885-1899

Botswana (Bechuanaland Protectorate): Colonial Period

Botswana: Independence: Economic Development,
Politics

Botswana: Missionaries, Nineteenth Century

Botswana: Nineteenth Century: Precolonial

British Togoland

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta): Colonial Period

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta): Nineteenth Century

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta): Independence to the
Present

Burundi: Colonial Period: German and Belgian

Burundi: Independence to 1988

Burundi: 1988 to Present

Burundi: Nineteenth Century

Buthelezi and Inkatha Freedom Party

Cameroon: Colonial Period: British and French Rule

Cameroon: Colonial Period: German Rule (Kamerun)

Cameroon: Independence to the Present

Cameroon: Nineteenth Century

XXVi

Cameroon: Rebellion, Independence, Unification,
1960-1961

Cape Colony: British Occupation, 1806—1872

Cape Liberalism, Nineteenth Century

Cape Verde, History of

Casely Hayford, J. E.

Central African Republic: Colonial Period: Oubangui-
Chari

Central African Republic: Colonial Period:
Occupation, Resistance, Baya Revolt, 1928

Central African Republic: Nationalism,
Independence

Central African Republic: 1980s and 1990s

Central African Republic: Nineteenth Century:
Gbaya, Banda, and Azande

Cetshwayo

Chad: Colonial Period: French Rule

Chad: Independence to the Present

Chad: Libya, Aouzou Strip, Civil War

Chad: Nineteenth Century: Kanem/Borno (Bornu)
and Wadai

Comoros/Mayotte: Independence to the Present

Comoros/Mayotte: Nineteenth Century to 1975

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Colonial Period:
Moyen-Congo

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: De Brazza and
French Colonization

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Independence,
Revolution, 1958—1979

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Liberalization,
Rebellion, 1980s and 1990s

Congo (Brazzaville), Republic of: Nineteenth
Century: Precolonial

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Belgian Congo: Administration and Society,
1908-1960

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Belgian Congo: Colonial Economy, 1908-1960

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Civil War, 1960—1965

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Congo Free State, 1885—-1908

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Evolués, Politics, Independence

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Mineral Factor

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Mobutu, Zaire, Mobutuism

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
National Conference and Politics of Opposition,
1990-1996

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Nineteenth Century: Precolonial

Congo (Kinshasa), Democratic Republic of/Zaire:
Post-Mobutu Era



Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Colonial Period:
Administration and Economy

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Colonization and
Resistance

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Independence to the
Present

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast): Parti Démocratique de la
Cote d‘Ivoire

Crowther, Reverend Samuel Ajayi and the Niger
Mission

Delta States, Nineteenth Century

Diagne, Gueye and Politics of Senegal, 1920s and
1930s

Difaqane on the Highveld

Diop, Cheikh Anta

Diouf, Abdou

Djibouti: Nineteenth Century to the Present: Survey

Dube, John Langalibalele

Egypt: Cromer Administration, 1883-1907:
Irrigation, Agriculture and Industry

Egypt: Monarchy and Parliament, 1922—1939

Egypt: Muhammad Ali, 1805—1849: Imperial
Expansion

Egypt: Muhammad Ali, 1805—1849: State and
Economy

Egypt: Nasser: Foreign Policy: Suez Canal Crisis to
Six Day War, 1952-1970

Egypt: Nasser: High Dam, Economic Development,
1952-1970

Egypt: Nationalism, World War I and the Wafd,
1882-1922

Egypt: Mubarak, since 1981: Agriculture, Industry

Egypt: Mubarak, since 1981: Politics

Egypt: Printing, Broadcasting

Egypt: Sadat, Nationalism, 1970—1981

Egypt: Salafiyya, Muslim Brotherhood

Egypt: Urabi Pasha and British Occupation,
1879-1882

Egypt, World War II and

Egypt, 1945-1952

Equatorial Guinea: Colonial Period, Nineteenth
Century

Equatorial Guinea: Independence to the Present

Eritrea: 1941 to the Present

Eritrea: Ottoman Province to Italian Colony

Ethiopia: Civil War and Liberation (to 1993)

Ethiopia: Early Nineteenth Century

Ethiopia: Famine, Revolution, Mengistu Dictatorship,
1974-1991

Ethiopia: Italian Invasion and Occupation:
1935-1940

Ethiopia: Johannes IV, Era of (1868—1889)

Ethiopia: Land, Agriculture, Politics 1941-1974

Ethiopia: Menelik II, Era of

Ethiopia: 1991 to the Present

LIST OF ENTRIES: THEMATIC

Ethiopia: Tewodros II, Era of

Ethiopianism and the Independent Church Movement

Futa Jalon: Nineteenth Century

Gabon: Bongo, Omar, and the One-Party State, 1967
to the Present

Gabon: Colonial Period: Administration, Labor,
Economy

Gabon: Colonial Period: Social Transformation

Gabon: Decolonization and the Politics of
Independence, 1945-1967

Gabon: Nineteenth Century: Precolonial

Gambia, The: Independence to the Present

Gambia, The: Nineteenth Century to Independence

Gambia, The: Relations with Senegal

Garang, John and the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Party

Gender and Migration: Southern Africa

Ghana (Republic of): 1800—1874

Ghana, Republic of: Achaempong Regime to Third
Republic, 1972-1981

Ghana (Republic of): Colonization, Resistance,
1875-1901

Ghana, Republic of: Coups d‘Etat, Second Republic,
1966-1972

Ghana (Republic of) (Gold Coast): Colonial Period:
Administration

Ghana (Republic of) (Gold Coast): Colonial Period:
Economy

Ghana (Republic of) (Gold Coast): Guggisberg
Administration, 1919-1927

Ghana (Republic of): Nationalism, Independence

Ghana, Republic of: Revolution and Fourth Republic,
1981 to Present

Ghana, Republic of: Social and Economic
Development: First Republic

Gold: Mining Industry of Ghana: 1800 to the Present

Gore-Browne, Stewart

Guinea: 1984 to the Present

Guinea: Colonial Period

Guinea: Decolonization, Independence

Guinea: Touré, Ahmed Sekou, Era of

Guinea-Bissau: Cabral, Amilcar, PAICG,
Independence, 1961-1973

Guinea-Bissau: Independence to the Present

Guinea-Bissau: Nineteenth Century to 1960

Haile Selassie I

Hamdallahi Caliphate, 1818—1862

Harris, Prophet William Wade

Health: Medicine, Disease and Public Health: Colonial

Horton, James Africanus Beale

Houphouét-Boigny, Félix

Hundred Years’ War, 1779—-1878

Igboland, Nineteenth Century

Jabavu, John Tengo

Jameson Raid, Origins of South African War:
1895-1899
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Jonathan, Chief Joseph Leabua

Kabarega and Bunyoro

Kagwa, Apolo

Kakungulu and the Creation of Uganda

Kaunda, Kenneth

Kenya: Colonial Period: Administration, Christianity,
Education, and Protest to 1940

Kenya: Colonial Period: Economy 1920s and 1930s

Kenya: Independence to the Present

Kenya: Islam

Kenya: Kenyatta, Jomo: Life and Government of

Kenya: Mau Mau Revolt

Kenya: Mekatilele and Giriama Resistance, 1900—-1920

Kenya: Nationalism, Independence

Kenya: Nineteenth Century: Precolonial

Kenya: World War I, Carrier Corps

Khama III

Khama, Seretse

Kimbangu, Simon and Kimbanguism

Kimberley and Diamond Fields

Kouyaté, Tiemoko Garan

Kruger, Paul

Labotsibeni

Lagos Colony and Oil Rivers Protectorate

Lenshina, Alice

Lesotho (Basutoland): Colonial Period

Lesotho (Basutoland): Colonization and Cape Rule,
1868—1884

Lesotho (Basutoland): Peasantry, Rise of

Lesotho: Independence to the Present

Lesotho: Nationalism and Independence

Lesotho: Treaties and Conflict on the Highveld,
1843-1868

Lewanika I, the Lozi, and the British South Africa
Company

Liberia: Civil War, ECOMOG and Return to Civilian
Rule

Liberia: Doe, Samuel K., Life and Era of

Liberia: Firestone

Liberia: Nineteenth Century: Politics, Society and
Economy

Liberia: Origins, Foundations, Nineteenth Century

Liberia: Tolbert, William, Life and Era of

Liberia: Tubman, William V. S., Life and Era of

Libya: Foreign Policy under Gaddafi

Libya: Gaddafi (Qadhdhafi) and Jamahiriyya (Libyan
Revolution)

Libya: Italian Colonization and Administration

Libya: Italian Invasion, 1911-1931
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INTRODUCTION

African history as a modern academic discipline came of age in the 1950s, the decade
of African nationalism that saw the parallel emergence of African institutions of higher
education on the continent. The true origins of African higher education can be traced
back many centuries to the Islamic universities of North Africa, Timbuktu, and Cairo,
while the origins of recorded history itself are to be found in the scrolls of ancient
Egypt, probably the oldest recorded history in the world. Beyond the reaches of the
Roman Empire in North Africa, the tradition of keeping written records of events, ideas,
and dynasties was followed, almost continuously, by the priests and scholars of ancient,
medieval, and modern Ethiopia. Meanwhile, preliterate African societies recorded their
histories in the oral memories and ancestral traditions that were faithfully handed down
from generation to generation. Sometimes these were adapted to suit the political im-
peratives of current ruling elites, but as the modern academic historian knows only too
well, the written record is similarly vulnerable to the interpretation of the recorder.

Before the European incursion at the end of the nineteenth century, literate Africans
in western and southern Africa had appreciated the importance of recording oral tradi-
tions and writing the history of their own people. Following the colonial intrusion,
however, Europeans took over the writing of African history, and interpreted it
primarily as a timeless backdrop to their own appearance on the scene. They brought
with them not only the social Darwinism of the imperial project, but also the perspec-
tive of their own historical traditions. Thus, early colonial historians saw an Africa of
warring “tribes” peopled by waves of migration, such as Roman imperialists had seen
and conquered in Western Europe some 2000 years earlier. To these historians, African
peoples had no history of significance and were distinguished only by a variety of cus-
tom and tradition. Any contrary evidence of indigenous sophistication and develop-
ment was interpreted as the work of outside (by implication, northern Eurasian) immi-
gration or influence. The origins of Great Zimbabwe (a Shona kingdom founded
between 1100 and 1450), originally believed by European colonial historians to be
non-African despite much evidence to the contrary, proved to be the most notorious
and persistent of these myths. Despite early academic challenges, these European-
constructed myths about Africa’s past exerted a dominant influence on approaches to
African history until well into the second half of the twentieth century.

Encouraged and supported by a handful of European and North American academ-
ics, pioneering Africans seized the opportunities offered by the newly open academic
world that emerged after World War II. So began the mature study of African history,
which established the subject as a modern, respected, academic discipline. The fruits
of this discipline were summarized in two major collective works, written and pub-
lished primarily in the 1970s and 1980s, the Cambridge History of Africa (8 volumes,
1975—-1986) and the UNESCO General History of Africa (8 volumes, 1981-1993).
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The present Encyclopedia of African History builds upon this tradition, and in doing
so provides a new reference resource on the history of the African continent and an
up-to-date survey of the current state of scholarship at the turn of the new millennium.
Unlike other reference works that do not treat North Africa together with Sub-Saharan
Africa, the coverage of this encyclopedia is that of the whole continent, from Morocco,
Libya, and Egypt in the north to the Cape of Good Hope in the south, and includes
the surrounding islands, from Cape Verde in the west to Madagascar, Mauritius, and
Seychelles in the east. Covering the history of the continent as a diverse whole—with
complementary and competing cultural forces from north to south and east to west—
reflects the direction toward which contemporary scholarship of African history has
moved in recent years. It is an indispensable feature of this work that students can find
African history presented with a view to the continent in its entirety.

The historical periods covered are also unique for a reference work. This encyclo-
pedia does not chop African history into discrete and seemingly unrelated periods. To
allow students to find the interlinking histories of continuity and change, the periods
included in this encyclopedia range from the earliest evolution of human beings on the
continent to the new millennium. Approximately one-third of the encyclopedia covers
the history of Africa to the end of the eighteenth century, a fascinating period of rich
cultural achievements and profound historical developments that occur in the time
before the Roman Empire through the European Middle Ages and beyond. Students
can find information about the emergence of foraging and food-producing societies,
the flowering of the great Egyptian civilization, and the development of other, less
obviously dramatic, civilizations in the savannas and forests in all regions of Africa.
Attention is paid both to indigenous developments and to the impact of outside influ-
ences and intrusions, including the spread of Islam and the slave trade in all its forms,
to provide students with the dynamic cultural context of the continent within the many
forces shaping human history. Most of the remaining two-thirds of this encyclopedia
details the history of each region from the precolonial nineteenth century, through the
twentieth-century colonial period that defined the modern states, and takes the user
into the postcolonial contemporary period, and the dawn of the new millennium.

How to Use this Book
The Encyclopedia of African History is organized into a series of free-standing essays,
most of them approximately 1,000 words in length. They range from factual narrative
entries to thematic and analytical discussions, and combinations of all these. There are,
in addition, a number of longer essays of about 3,000—5,000 words, which analyze
broader topics: regional general surveys, historiographical essays, and wide historical
themes, such as the African Diaspora, African Political Systems, and Africa in World
History. The encyclopedia takes a broadly African viewpoint of the history of the conti-
nent, where this is appropriate, and as far as possible provides the reader with a reliable,
up-to-date view of the current state of scholarship on the full range of African history.
Where debates and controversies occur, these are indicated and discussed. As far as pos-
sible, this book takes the history of Africa up to the present, at least to the opening years
of the twenty-first century. Thus topics such as Nigeria’s Fourth Republic or the civil
war and demise of Charles Taylor as president of Liberia are put into their historical
context, as are themes such as the disease pandemics of malaria and HIV/AIDS.
Perhaps the most significant feature of the encyclopedia is the easily accessible
A-to-Z format. The titles of the essays are organized for easy reference into composite
articles on the major regions, states, themes, societies, and individuals of African history.
Within these multiple-entry composites, the essays are organized in a broadly chrono-
logical order: thus Egypt under the Ottomans precedes Egypt under Muhammad Ali.
Cross-referencing in the form of See also’s at the end of most entries refers the reader to
other related essays. Blind entries direct readers to essays listed under another title; for
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example, the blind entry “Gold Coast” refers the reader to the entry on Ghana’s colonial
period. In addition, a full index is provided for reference to those items and individuals
that are mentioned within essays but do not appear as head words in their own right. A
list for Further Reading at the end of each entry refers the reader to some of the most
recent work on the subject.

Other special features include 100 specially commissioned maps, one for each of the
55 modern states, and a further 45 specially designed historical maps, indicating such
important features as the Languages of Africa, the New Kingdom of Ancient Egypt,
the Songhay Empire, and the Peoples of the East African Savanna in the Eighteenth
Century. I researched widely in other people’s work for the material for these historical
maps, in particular Ajayi and Crowder’s Historical Atlas of Africa (1985), the various
works of the late David Beach for the Zimbabwe Plateau of the fifteenth to eighteenth
centuries, and the work of Jan Vansina for the peoples of the Congolese forest of Equa-
torial Africa by the early nineteenth century. I should like to take this opportunity to
thank Catherine Lawrence for drawing the maps and for her patience with my not-
infrequent editorial interventions. Any errors of interpretation, however, particularly in
the historical maps, must remain mine alone. In addition, 103 illustrations are dispersed
throughout, many of them not previously published in a work of this nature.

The encyclopedia consists of nearly 1,100 entries. The original list of entry topics
was devised by the editor with the advice of a panel of 30 advisers, all of them estab-
lished specialists in a particular field of African history, and some with decades of ex-
perience, not only in the teaching, researching, and writing of African history, but also
in the editing and publication of large collaborative volumes. The final decision on the
selection or omission of topics remained, however, my own.

A total of 330 authors have contributed the entries to this encyclopedia, and
approximately 130 of them are African. About half of the latter are currently working
in African universities, and the remainder overseas, mostly in North American univer-
sities, but also in Europe, India, and Australia. A number of entries from Francophone
West Africa, Madagascar, France, and Belgium have been translated from their original
French.
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‘Abd Allah ibn Yasin: Almoravid: Sahara

Most accounts of the origins of the Almoravids indicate
that ibn Yasin (d.1059) was dispatched as a religious in-
structor to the western Sahara by his master, Wajjaj b.
Zallu, at the request of the Sanhaja leader Yahya ibn
Ibrahim. The Sanhaja tribes of the region had only been
recently Islamicized, and their knowledge of Muslim
dogma and rituals was limited. Ibn Yasin was entrusted
with the mission of spreading the Islamic creed and
helping wipe out unorthodox religious practices among
the Berbers of the western Sahara.

The brand of Islam preached by ibn Yasin was based
on a strict application of Qur’anic injunctions and a lit-
eral interpretation of the sacred text. Among the first
measures he adopted after settling among the Sanhaja
were the imposition of Islamic law (Shari’a) in all
spheres of life, the introduction of a public treasury,
and the levying of the tithe (‘ushr). He also adopted
Malikism as the officially-endorsed legal practice. Ibn
Yasin adhered to a rigorous spiritual code dominated
by asceticism and self-discipline and demanded ab-
solute obedience from his followers, the growing reli-
gious community later known as the Almoravids.

The term Almoravid, a deformation of the Arabic
murabit, has long been the subject of controversy
among historians. The prevalent view is that it derives
from ribat, a type of fortified convent, and referred to
the religious compound where ibn Yasin allegedly
sought refuge, together with his closest followers, after
a disagreement with one of the Sanhaja chiefs. Some
scholars, however, dispute this interpretation and claim
that the term murabit does not refer to the legendary
island retreat founded by ibn Yasin according to some
sources. It would be connected, rather, with the
Qur’anic root rbt, commonly translated as “wage holy
war (jihad),” but also “perform good deeds.” Supporters
of this version also point out that the term Almoravid is

clearly linked to the name given by Wajjaj b. Zallu, ibn
Yasin’s mentor, to the residents of the ascetic lodge set
up by the former in the Sus region: the so-called dar
al-murabitin.

The reform movement inspired by the teachings of
ibn Yasin spread rapidly due to the support of Sanhaja
chiefs. The three main branches of the Sanhaja,
namely the Massufa, Lamtuna, and Guddala, had just
been united into a loose confederation under the
command of Yahya b. Ibrahim. Mostly nomads, they
made a precarious living by engaging in pastoralism
and often supplemented their income by charging
protection dues to the caravans that circulated along
the Saharan trade routes. Natural adversity, in the form
of a prolonged drought in Mauritania, and the new
religious ardor instilled into them by ibn Yasin’s
reformist message, prompted the Sanhaja to seek alter-
native sources of income that ultimately entailed
wresting control of trans-Saharan commerce from
their immediate competitors.

Before the advent of the Almoravids in the first
half of the eleventh century, the Sanhaja had only
played an ancillary role in the trade links between
southern Morocco and Ghana and the western
Sudan. They had been passive witnesses of the
intense commercial exchanges taking place through
their territory without gaining any profit from them.
Control of the trade routes was in the hands of the
Soninke state in Ghana, in the south, and of Zanata
Berbers—a rival tribal group—in the north. The first
Almoravid campaigns were aimed, therefore, at
occupying the main commercial centers. Sijilmasa,
the northern terminus of the caravan trade and ruled
by the Maghrawa, a Zanata clan, since 970, was
seized by ibn Yasin in 1053, apparently with the
acquiescence of the local population. The following
year, the Almoravids conquered Awdaghust, an
important commercial center, especially in salt
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coming from Ghana, and virtually the other end of
the Saharan trade.

Once control of the commercial routes had been con-
solidated, the Almoravids turned their attention to other
areas of southern Morocco with obvious economic ap-
peal: the pastures of the Draa and the Sus valleys. This
period of quick military expansion was marred, however,
by infighting within the Almoravid ruling elite. During
Yahya b. Ibrahim’s lifetime, the Almoravid polity had a
de facto dual leadership: Yahya exercised political power
and oversaw military campaigns while ibn Yasin had au-
thority over religious and legal matters. After the death of
his royal protector, ibn Yasin fell in disgrace and went
into exile, probably around 1052—1053. He soon gained
favor, however, among the new Almoravid leadership,
this time dominated by the Lamtuna chiefs Yahya b.
‘Umar and his brother Abu Bakr.

Yahya b. ‘Umar died in 1056 trying to quell the
rebellion of the Guddala, one of the original compo-
nents of the great Sanhaja confederation who resented
the new status quo. Although not entirely subdued, a
modus vivendi was agreed upon whereby, although
nominally autonomous, the Guddala agreed to end
their resistance and participate in further expeditions.
Once order in the royal household was restored, mili-
tary activity soon resumed. Abu Bakr b. ‘Umar seized
the Draa Valley and, after arduous negotiations, ibn
Yasin managed to secure the submission of the
Masmuda of the High Atlas and the Sus in 1058. After
the initial resistance of local people, the town of
Aghmat Warika was also occupied and the allegiance
of recalcitrant notables secured through the marriage of
Abu Bakr, the Almoravid amir, and Zaynab, the widow
(or daughter, according to some sources) of one of its
chiefs. Unhindered access to the plains of the Tansift
valley was now possible. The Almoravids’ northward
expansion was two-pronged: on the one hand, through
the central plateau where the future capital, Marrakesh,
was to be erected and, on the other, along the Atlantic
coast. The region of Tamesna, dominated by a heretical
sect known as the Barghawata, resisted Almoravid
penetration fiercely. In fact, their first incursions in the
area were successfully repelled, and ibn Yasin died in
one of them in 1059.

FrRANCISCO RODRIGUEZ-MANAS

See also: Yusuf ibn Tashfin: Almoravid Empire:
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‘Abd al-Mu’min:
Almohad Empire, 1140-1269

The circumstances surrounding ‘Abd al-Mu’min’s ac-
cession to power after the death of ibn Tumart, founder
of the Almohad movement, are still unknown. ‘Abd
al-Mu’min did not belong to one of the so-called
Almohad tribes (the first to embrace the Mahdi’s doc-
trine), and furthermore, other members of ibn Tumart’s
“entourage” occupied a higher rank and could have
claimed rights of succession. It seems, however, that
the fact that he was a relative outsider was an asset
rather than a liability, and he was viewed as a compro-
mise candidate among Masmuda chiefs. The support
of Abu Hafs ‘Umar al-Hintati, one of the Mahdi’s clos-
est confidants, seems to have been crucial in ensuring
that his rise to power progressed smoothly. But loyalty
toward the new leader was lukewarm at this early
stage, and ‘Abd al-Mu’min had to prove both his polit-
ical acumen and military skill.

His first military campaigns were aimed at occu-
pying the mountain ranges and encircling the
Almoravid capital, avoiding direct clashes on the
plains, where the Sanhaja cavalry was proving unbeat-
able. Control of the Anti- and High Atlas left the regions
of Sus and the Draa valley clearly exposed; their popu-
lations did not fail to observe the potential danger and
recognized Almohad authority. Further north, the
conquest of the Middle Atlas and the Tafilalt in
1140—1141 led to the occupation of the Rif, the Taza
region, and the Mediterranean littoral. ‘Abd al-
Mu’min’s military ambitions were not confined to the
western Maghrib; he wished to unify all the lands of
North Africa between Tunisia and southern Morocco
under a single command.

The first serious confrontation with the Almoravid
army took place near Tlemcen in 1145, and resulted in
the defeat of the ruling dynasty and the death of its
amir, Tashfin b. ‘Ali. This event signaled the inex-
orable decline of the Almoravids. In less than two
years the main cities of Morocco—Fez, Meknes, and
Sale—were taken. Marrakesh fell in 1147, after a pro-
longed siege. Once control of Morocco had been
achieved, ‘Abd al-Mu’min turned his attention to
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Tunisia (known in Arabic sources as Ifrigiya). The
Norman kingdom of Sicily did not conceal its territo-
rial ambitions in the area, and the Almohad caliph saw
this campaign as a kind of jihad. The Qal’a, the capital
of the Hammadi kingdom, was captured in 1152. The
Arab tribes that had assisted the local Sanhaja Berbers
were pushed back toward the region of Setif in 1153.
The eastern campaign had to be interrupted, however,
because various outbreaks of dissent in Morocco re-
quired the attention of the caliph. It was resumed in
1159. The last remnants of the Zirid kingdom were
suppressed and the Normans, then occupying Mahdiyya
and other coastal enclaves, were repelled.

The creation of a North African empire was the
paramount objective of ‘Abd al-Mu’min’s foreign policy.
This goal was hindered, however, by the impossibility
of concentrating military efforts on this campaign.
Instability in Morocco as a result of sporadic rebel-
lions, mostly instigated by the Almohad hierarchy, and
the perennial issue of the war in Muslim Spain meant
that imperial troops had to fight on several fronts at the
same time. Domestic policy was not exempt from
difficulties, either. The caliph’s attempts to turn the
empire into a hereditary monarchy proved successful,
but he was forced to make important concessions to
the Almohad chiefs. ‘Abd al-Mu’min’s successors
(sayyids) served as provincial governors, but their
decisions were closely monitored by advisers selected
from among the Almohad shaykhs.

‘Abd al-Mu’min’s heir, Abu Ya’qub Yusuf
(1163—1184), spent most of his reign fighting disgrun-
tled opponents. In fact, he was unable to take the
caliphal title until 1168, after two years of trying to
quell the rebellion of the Ghumara in the Rif mountains.
His campaigns in Spain had more immediate results and
culminated in the defeat of ibn Mardanish, the last of the
pro-Almoravid rebels, in 1165.

‘ABD AL-MU’MIN: ALMOHAD EMPIRE, 1140-1269

The reign of Abu Yusuf Ya’qub al-Mansur
(1184-1199) was equally turbulent. As soon as he
became caliph, one of the longest anti-Almohad rebel-
lions broke out in the eastern fringes of the empire. Its
leaders belonged to a family of former Almoravid offi-
cials, the Banu Ghaniyya, who had settled in Tunisia
after being expelled from the Balearic Islands, where
they had served as governors. The unrest increased
even further as a result of attempts, on the part of local
Sanhaja, to revive the Hammadid kingdom in eastern
Algeria. The seizure of Bougie in 1184 put an end to
Sanhaja ambitions. The Banu Ghaniyya insurrection
was more difficult to check for two reasons: a) long
distances forced the Almohads to rely on the navy and,
although they could take coastal towns quite easily,
they could not pursue their punitive strikes further in-
land, precisely where the rebels sought refuge, and b)
the Banu Ghaniyya managed to obtain the support of
the Arab tribes of the region, such as the Judham and
Riyah, thus notably increasing their military capabil-
ity. The defeat of ‘Ali ibn Ghaniyya near Gafsa in 1187
was a severe blow to the rebels, but it did not seal their
fate. His descendants managed to regroup their troops
and establish a new base in the central Maghrib. They
even occupied the town of Sijilmasa during the reign
of Muhammad al-Nasir (1199-1214) but were finally
crushed in the Libyan region of Jabal Nafusa in
1209-1210. Reprisals against the Arab tribes of
Ifrigiya had important repercussions, especially in the
demographic make-up of North Africa. They were
“evicted” and resettled in the region of Tamesna, on
the Atlantic coast of Morocco. This measure was not
only momentous demographically, but also politically.
From then onward, Almohad caliphs partly recruited
their armies from these Arab contingents, to counter-
balance the weight of Berber tribes, notorious for their
volatility.

Defeat by the Christians in the battle of Navas de
Tolosa (Spain) in 1212 was the first sign of the process
of imperial fragmentation. Military weakness, infight-
ing within the ruling elite, and the abandonment of the
Almohad doctrine by al-Ma’mun (1227-1232) marked
the first half of the thirteenth century, ultimately leading
to the dissolution of the empire into three political
entities, roughly equivalent to present-day Morocco,
Algeria, and Tunisia.

FRANCISCO RODRIGUEZ-MANAS
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‘Abd al-Qadir (1832-1847)

Amir of Mascara

‘Abd al-Qadir, who led a mid-nineteenth century revolt
against France, is considered by modern-day Algerians
as the greatest hero in their country’s struggle for lib-
eration. Early in life, ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn Muhyi al-Din
quickly acquired a reputation for piety, good manners,
and intelligence. His father, Muhyi al-Din ibn Mustafa
al-Hasani al-Jaza’iri, was a local religious leader, the
head of a Sufi brotherhood, and director of a local reli-
gious school, or zawiyah. In 1830, when ‘Abd al-Qadir
was twenty-two years old, French forces invaded Algeria
on the pretext of avenging the dishonor suffered by the
French consul when the dey struck him in the face with
a fly whisk during a disagreement about France’s debt
to Algeria (though in fact, the French invasion had
much more to do with diverting the attention of the
French from the domestic problems caused by their
own inept kings). Then nominally controlled by the
Ottoman Empire (in the person of the dey, or gover-
nor), Algeria was already deeply divided between
those supporting the dey (mainly the Turkish Janis-
saries, responsible for choosing the dey and keeping
him in power, a group of local elites of mixed Turkish
and Algerian descent known as the Koulouglis, and a
number of tribal elites), and the mass of Algerians,
who opposed the government of the dey and who had
begun launching a series of minor revolts in the early
nineteenth century.

These divisions resulted in a government incapable
of combating the French invasion; instead, opposition
was organized by religious brotherhoods like that led
by Muhyi al-Din. However, Muhyi al-Din was not a
young man, and in 1832, one year after French forces
occupied the port city of Oran, he engineered the elec-
tion of his son, ‘Abd al-Qadir, to take his place as head
of the brotherhood (and hence, of the opposition). In
this position, ‘Abd al-Qadir took responsibility for
organizing opposition to the French in Oran and in
nearby Mostaganem, calling for a jihad (holy war)
against the invaders. He also took the title of amir
al-mu’manin (commander of the faithful), a title sym-
bolic of the role religion played in his military exploits.
An effective military leader, his campaigns forced the
French to sign the Treaty of Desmichels in 1834. This
treaty gave the young leader control of the area around
Oran. Three years later, in the Treaty of Tafna, ‘Abd al-
Qadir scored another success. Since the signing of the
previous treaty, the amir had managed to expand the

amount of territory under his control (including occu-
pying the towns of Médéa and Miliana, located south
and southwest of Algiers, respectively), had defeated
the French forces under the command of General
Camille Trézel at Macta, and had further mobilized Al-
gerian support of his movement. The 1837 treaty gave
‘Abd al-Qadir further control of areas near Oran and
control of the Titteri region.

After 1837, the amir spent two years consolidating
his new state. Governing at times from Mascara and at
times from the fortress of Tiaret, ‘Abd al-Qadir estab-
lished a model administration in which equal taxation
and legal equality, fixed salaries for officials, and the
absence of tribal privilege were prominent features. He
expanded educational opportunities for his people,
which helped spread ideas of nationalism and inde-
pendence. Although he functioned as an absolutist
leader, ‘Abd al-Qadir was willing to employ anyone he
deemed qualified, including foreigners and religious
minorities. With the occasional help of such advisers,
the amir organized a permanent regular army of ap-
proximately 2,000 men; when the need arose it could
be supplemented by tribal recruits and volunteers. His
military was supported by fortified towns such as
Boghar, Taza, Tiaret, Sebdou, and Saga located in the
interior, where they were safe from attacks launched
from French-controlled territory near the coast.

The amir also continued in his quest to gain more
territory for his new state. He began occupying all
areas in the interior not already occupied by the French
military, expanding eastward to the border of the terri-
tory governed by the bey of Constantine, taking re-
venge against the Koulouglis in Zouatna who sup-
ported the French, and pushing to the south, where he
successfully challenged the authority of al-Tijini, the
leader of the southern oases, destroying his capital and
winning the allegiance of the Saharan tribes. In the
span of about one year, ‘Abd al-Qadir had asserted his
control over a sizeable portion of Algeria: across the
mountainous Kabylie region in the north and from the
Biskra oasis to the border of Morocco in the south.

Conditions changed in 1841, however, when a new
governor-general arrived from Paris. General Thomas-
Robert Bugeaud was no stranger to Algeria nor to ‘Abd
al-Qadir, having defeated the amir five years earlier in
a battle at Sikkah; he had spent the interim developing
ideas for more effective techniques of irregular warfare
which he anticipated using against the Algerian oppo-
sition upon his return. Bugeaud’s arrival in Algeria in
1841 signaled a change in French policy toward occu-
pation totale. No longer was it sufficient for French
forces to hold the coastal regions of Algeria, now they
were to take the interior as well. This new policy
clearly meant that ‘Abd al-Qadir’s budding state must
be crushed. In 1841, the amir’s fortified towns were



destroyed, and the amir himself was left without a
home base from which to counteract the French at-
tacks. Bugeaud’s armies set about conquering the inte-
rior, systematically taking district after district and es-
tablishing army posts and regular mounted patrols in
areas they occupied. This systematic conquest carried
a high price for the Algerian population, as French mil-
itary action became increasingly brutal. Villages and
homes were burned, crops destroyed, and all types of
civilians killed during the conquest of the interior.

Seeking refuge briefly with the sultan of Morocco
after 1842 (who helped channel British arms to the
amir for use against the French), ‘Abd al-Qadir quickly
returned to Algeria and launched a new campaign
against French forces in the interior. However, the amir
lost the support of Morocco two years later, when the
sultan’s forces were drawn into the conflict and
soundly defeated by Bugeaud at the battle of Isly in
1844 (Bugeaud earning the title Duc d’Isly in conse-
quence). The withdrawal of Moroccan support
(accompanied by orders from the sultan that the amir
be imprisoned if caught trying to enter Morocco) seri-
ously damaged ‘Abd al-Qadir’s campaigns. The amir’s
power base had all but eroded; though supported in
spirit by many Algerians, he had neither territory nor
weapons to effectively challenge the French, and in
1847, was forced to surrender to the French armies un-
der the command of General Christophe-Louis-Leon
Lamorciere. After his surrender, the amir was sen-
tenced to exile in Damascus, where he died in 1883.

Though his movement was defeated by the
French, and though France’s policy of total coloniza-
tion in Algeria had by 1870 essentially eradicated all
vestiges of a separate Algerian national identity, the
Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir remains a national hero. The
short-lived state he established in the mid-nineteenth
century, with its ideals of equality, piety, and inde-
pendence, was idealized in the popular imagination
and served as a rallying cry for the long and difficult
process of Algerian liberation in the mid-twentieth
century.

AMY J. JOHNSON

See also: Algeria: Conquest and Resistance,
1831-1879; Algeria: Government and Administra-
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Biography

‘Abd al-Qadir was born in 1808 near the city of Mascara
in northwestern Algeria. In 1832, his father Muhyi
al-Din ibn Mustafa al-Hasani al-Jaza’iri, the head of a
Sufi brotherhood, engineered the election of his son to
take his place as head of the brotherhood. Al-Qadir led
military campaigns in France, resulting in treaties in
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1834 and 1837, in which he was ceded territory. In
1841, al-Qadir’s towns were destroyed, in renewed at-
tacks from the French. He sought refuge in Morocco
after 1842, returned to Algeria, and launched a new
campaign against French forces in the interior. He was
defeated at the battle of Isly in 1844, and forced to sur-
render to the French in 1847. Al-Qadir was sentenced
to exile in Damascus, where he died in 1883.
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‘Abouh, Muhammad
Egyptian Scholar and Reformer
Muhammad ‘Abouh (1849-1905) is regarded as the

most important and influential proponent of Islamic
modernism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.



‘ABOUH, MUHAMMAD

During the course of his student days at al-Azhar,
‘Abouh came into contact with Jamal al-Din al-
Afghani (1839-1897), a Persian who advocated a
program of Muslim self-strengthening based on
Muslim political unification and religious reform. He
was particularly attracted to al-Afghani’s idea that
Muslims had an obligation to foster those elements
within the Islamic heritage, which encouraged an
ethos of activism and progress in the socioeconomic
and political realms. Encouraged by al-Afghani’s ac-
tivist example, ‘Abouh joined the mounting protest
that arose among sectors of the Egyptian population
in reaction to the political autocracy of Egypt’s
rulers and to Europe’s growing influence over
Egypt’s financial affairs. Although mistrustful of
radical solutions to Egypt’s political and economic
problems, the tide of events eventually prompted
him to support the measures of rebel army colonel
Ahmad ‘Urabi, who early in 1882 succeeded in es-
tablishing a new government that was protective of
Egypt’s national sovereignty.

‘Abouh, however, paid for his support of the ‘Urabi
government. After Britain invaded Egypt in September
1882 in order to restore the khedive’s power and
thereby secure its interests in the country, he was sen-
tenced to exile. He traveled first to Beirut and in 1884
joined al-Afghani in Paris. In Paris the two founded and
edited a journal called al-’Urwa al-Wuthqa (The Firm
Bond; a reference to the Quran), which called upon
Muslims worldwide to liberate themselves from Euro-
pean imperialism and the despotic governments under
which many of them lived. The journal, which lasted
only eight months, had a profound effect on many
Muslim writers and activists of the era, including the
Syrian Rashid Rida, who became ‘Abouh’s biographer
and one of his most important disciples. In 1885 ‘Abouh
returned to Beirut and took up a teaching post at the
Sultaniyya school, where he delivered a series of lec-
tures on theology that were published in 1897 as Risalat
al-Tawhid (Discourses on Unity), one of the most influ-
ential theological works of Islamic modernism.

In 1888, six years after the commencement of
Britain’s occupation of Egypt, the khedive Tawfiq
granted ‘Abouh the right to return to his homeland and,
in recognition of his talents, allowed him to enter into
public service. ‘Abouh was initially appointed Qadi
(judge) in the native tribunals, which tried cases
involving Egyptians according to the new codes of
positive law. In 1890 he was made counselor to the
court of appeals and in 1892 was instrumental in
establishing the Muslim Benevolent Society for the
benefit of Egypt’s poor. In 1895 he was asked to set up
a council for the reform of al-Azhar’s administration
and curriculum, a project that was only partially suc-
cessful due to the opposition he encountered from

that institution’s conservative scholars (‘ulama). The
apogee of ‘Abduh’s career came in 1899 when he
was appointed mufti, which made him the authorita-
tive interpreter of Islamic law (Shari’a) throughout
Egypt.

‘Abouh’s elevation to positions of influence and
authority within Egypt’s educational and legal insti-
tutions provided him with the opportunity to express
more freely than had hitherto been possible his ideas
concerning the reform of Islam. At issue for ‘Abouh
were the implications of the rapid economic, social,
and political change that had taken root in Egypt
since the early decades of the nineteenth century.
Although ‘Abouh recognized the importance of mod-
ernization to the advancement of Egypt and other
Muslim countries, he also understood the necessity
of linking the processes of change with the true prin-
ciples of Islam. In ‘Abouh’s view, unless Muslims of
the modern era made an accommodation with the
novel circumstances of the modern age, Islam’s rele-
vance, both at the level of individual faith and as a
worldly force, would continue to diminish. ‘Abouh’s
response to the threat of modernity was to go behind
the established edifice of medieval theology and law
to Islam’s first sources, the Quran and the prophetic
Sunna (example), and to fashion from these an ethi-
cal understanding of Islam that advanced the com-
mon good (maslaha). ‘Abouh’s interpretive efforts
were guided by a belief in the compatibility of rea-
son and revelation: wherever there appeared to be a
contradiction between the two, he used reason to
interpret scripture. His method led him to identify
certain Quranically-based concepts with modern
institutions. Thus he equated ijma’, the principle of
legal consensus, with public opinion, and shura,
consultation with the elders, with modern forms of
consultative government. While such identifications
point to the apologetic nature of ‘Abouh’s re-
formism, ‘Abouh himself conceived his project as
deriving from the pious example of the early genera-
tions of Muslims, al-Salaf al-Salih, whose faith and
practice derived from the essential principles of the
Quran and Sunna alone.

The chief organ of ‘Abouh’s views in his later
years was the Manar Quranic commentary, which
first appeared in 1897 and continued after his death
under the editorship of Rashid Rida. Unlike tradi-
tional Quran exegeses, the Manar commentary was
written in a style designed to be understood by ordi-
nary people, and focused on practical matters of
guidance rather than on grammatical usage and theo-
logical controversy, as had been the norm. During
his lifetime, ‘Abouh influenced many Muslim schol-
ars. In addition to Rashid Rida, these included the
Algerian ‘Abd al-Hamid ibn Badis (1889-1940),



ABU MADIAN, AL-SHADHILI, AND THE SPREAD OF SUFISM IN THE MAGHRIB

who met ‘Abouh during the latter’s visit to Algiers
and Constantine in 1903, and the Moroccan scholar
Shu’ayb al-Dukkali (1878-1937).

JoHN CALVERT

See also: Egypt: Salafiyya, Muslim Brotherhood;
Religion, Colonial Africa: Islamic Orders and
Movements.

Biography

Born in the village of Mahallat Nasr in the Nile Delta,
Muhammad ‘Abouh received his early instruction at
the Ahmadi mosque in Tanta and then attended Cairo’s
al-Azhar, the preeminent center of learning in the
Sunni Muslim world, where he evinced an interest in
mysticism. After concluding his studies in 1877 he em-
barked on a short-lived career as a teacher. He simulta-
neously held positions at al-Azhar, the Khedival
School of Languages, and Dar al-’Ulum, the teachers’
college that had been established a few years earlier to
train “forward looking” Arabic language instructors
for the emergent system of government schools. In
1879 ‘Abouh was forced to step down from his posts at
Dar al-’Ulum and the language school by the khedive
Tawfiq, who appears to have been wary of his ideas
concerning religion and politics. However, due to the
intervention of a liberal government ministry, he was
allowed the following year to assume the editorship of
the official government gazette al-Waqa’i al-Misriyya
(Egyptian Events). He was exiled in 1882, but allowed
to return to Egypt in 1888. He died in 1905.
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Abu Madian, al-Shadhili, and the Spread of
Sufism in the Maghrib

Mysticism manifested itself in Islam as Sufism, of
which there were two schools, the one of Bestami, the
other of Junaid. Whereas the pantheism of the former
could not be harmonized with Islamic rawhid (the
unity of God), the latter could. It was not until the
twelfth century, however, that the Sufism of Junaid’s

school, acceptable to Islamic orthodoxy, was institu-
tionalized in a rite, the Qadiriyya tariga, by ‘Abd al-
Qadir al-Jilani (1077-1166) of Baghdad. The harmo-
nization embodied in the Qadiriyya tariga was probably
not without the influence also of Islam’s greatest
theologian, Abu Hamid al-Ghazzali (d.1111), the
“father of the church in Islam,” in whom “orthodoxy,
philosophy and mysticism found a happy combina-
tion,” having ‘“reconciled sufism, with its many
unorthodox practices, with Islam, and grafted mysti-
cism upon its intellectualism” (Hitti 1968a: 431, 436;
Hitti 1968b: 163).

Islam Sufism penetrated the Maghrib in the late
tenth or early eleventh century. One of its earliest ex-
ponents in the Maghrib was Abu Imran ibn ‘Isa, an
alim of Fez, who went to Baghdad at about the end of
the tenth century and returned to Qairawan, where he
taught Sufism of the Junaid’s school. This was dissem-
inated in Morocco in the twelfth century by, among
others, Ali ibn Hirzihim and Abu Median, a scholar
and a holy man (wali) of repute in Fez, but originally
from Seville in Spain; he is credited with having intro-
duced to Morocco the Qadiriyya tariga, whose
founder, Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani, he had met in Baghdad.
An Idrisid sharif and pupil of these two teachers, ‘Abd
al-Salam ibn Mashish adopted Sufism in the twelfth
century and became the second “pole” of western
Islam; western Islam acknowledges ‘Abd al-Qadir
al-Jilani as its first “pole.” (The “pole,” namely qutb,
the “pivot of the universe,” is regarded as the greatest
saint of his time, occupying the highest point in the
mystic hierarchy). Maghribian Sufism did not become
institutionalized in a rite until the thirteenth century,
when another Idrisid sharif and pupil of ‘Abd al-Salam
ibn Mashish, ‘Abd al-Salam al-Shadhili, founded the
Shadhiliyya tariga; he is the third “pole” of western
Islam. The Shadhiliyya, like the Qadiriyya in the east,
became the chief vehicle for the transmission of
Junaid’s school of Sufism in the west. The Shadhiliyya
is also the first indigenous Sufi order in the Maghrib,
the Qadiriyya being an import from the east.

The foregoing illustrates the seminal role of the
Idrisids, the sharifian family of Fez, in the develop-
ment and institutionalization of Sufism in the Maghrib.
In the years of political obscurity following the demise
of the Idrisid state in northern Morocco, the Idrisids
seemed to have found a new vocation in the pursuit of
mysticism and its propagation.

Before the sixteenth century, however, Sufism com-
manded a severely circumscribed following in the
Maghrib. The religious ferment generated by the “na-
tional” uprising against Portuguese imperialism in
Morocco was to benefit the Sufi movement in the
Maghrib, serving as the catalyst for its popularization.
It was under a new guise, however, the Jazuliyya
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tariga, founded by Muhammad ibn Sulaiman al-
Jazuli, that Shadhilism was propagated in Morocco
and in the rest of the Maghrib from the sixteenth cen-
tury onward. Al-Jazuli is the fourth “pole” of west-
ern Islam and the author of a popular mystic “guide
manual,” Dala ‘il al-Khairat. Jazulism may thus be
regarded as the latter-day reincarnation of Shad-
hilism; it has provided the doctrinal basis of the
majority of the zawiya-s in Morocco, and it is from
al-Jazuli that the founders of these zawiya-s trace
their spiritual descent (silsila).

A characteristic Maghribian variety of Sufism is
maraboutism, which may be described as the “Islami-
cization” of the prevalent tradition of hagiolatry, or
saint-worship. It is in Morocco that this Maghribian
species of Sufism is most pronounced; indeed, it has
been remarked that “Islam in Morocco is characterized
by saint-worship to a greater degree than perhaps in
any other country” (Hitti 1968a: 437).

B.A. MOJUETAN
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Abuja

Abuja is Nigeria’s Federal Capital Territory. It was
chosen as Nigeria’s new capital in 1976 by a panel
headed by Justice Akinola Aguda as an alternative to
Lagos, which suffered from heavy congestion
problems. Situated north of the confluence of the
Benue and Niger Rivers, Abuja is centrally located;
this has earned it the appellation “Center of Unity.”
The city, which is about 8,000 square kilometers,
was carved out from the Niger, Plateau, and Kogi
states of Nigeria.

Originally inhabited by the Gwari, Gwandara, and
Bassa peoples, it was founded by the Hausa ruling dy-
nasty of Zaria in approximately the fifteenth century.
Most of the area covered by the new Federal Capital
Territory did not come under the control of the Fulani
jihadists of the nineteenth century. Even though subjected
to several raids, the area known today as Abuja was
never really “Islamicized,” as the topography assisted
the anti-Fulani resistance. However, with the advent of
colonialism, the area was brought under the political
suzerainty of the Sokoto caliphate. Although its inhabi-
tants were predominantly practitioners of African

traditional religion, a good number of them later em-
braced Islam and Christianity, during the colonial era.

The vegetation of Abuja is largely that of a guinea
Savanna. More than 85 per cent of its traditional popu-
lation are farmers. These features of Abuja remained
primary, until it was chosen as the site for Nigeria’s
new capital.

The transfer of Nigeria’s seat of power to Abuja
took place in December 1991. This was effected after
the attempt to topple General Ibrahim Babangida,
through a coup carried out by Major Gideon Okar and
his cohorts on April 22, 1990. The coup attempt re-
sulted in the attack and partial destruction of Dodan
Barrack, the then-Nigerian seat of power in Lagos. The
feeling of insecurity engendered by the coup must
have contributed to the need to quickly move from
Lagos. The haste that accompanied this movement
significantly increased the pace of construction of the
new capital city of Abuja. The amount of resources
committed to it, coupled with the speed of work, made
it one of the most quickly developed state capitals in
the world.

Twice the size of Lagos, Abuja was planned to ac-
commodate a population of 3.1 million people when
fully developed. From its inception, Abuja was sup-
posed to create a greater sense of unity among Nigeri-
ans. All residents of the city could, therefore, claim cit-
izenship of the Federal Capital Territory. It was also to
afford the authorities the opportunity of rectifying the
inadequacies of Lagos, such as persistent accommoda-
tion and traffic jam problems.

Throughout the 1990s, Abuja witnessed a signifi-
cant influx of people from across the country. This is
due primarily to the movement of most government
ministries into the city. Currently, it is mainly popu-
lated by civil servants and a fast-growing business
community. The return of Nigeria to democratic rule in
April 1999 has further consolidated Abuja as a center
of unity. The convergence of politicians from different
parts of the country has finally settled the question of
its acceptance.

Abuja is one of the most beautiful cities in Africa.
Some of the main settlement centers are Bwari,
Garki, Gwagwa, Gwgwalada, Karo, Kubwa, and
Kuje. The beauty of Abuja is enhanced by its rela-
tively new buildings, modern architectural styles,
elaborate road network, and the parks and gardens
that dot the city.

Apart from the numerous federal government
ministries and offices, and the growing number of
business establishments, other major features of Abuja
are the presidential villa (Aso Rock), the Economic
Community of West African States Secretariat, the
International Conference Center, Nnamdi Azikiwe
International Airport, three five-star hotels (NICON,



Sofital, and Sheraton), the University of Abuja, and the
National Assembly Complex.
C.B.N. OGBOGBO

See also: Nigeria: Colonial Period: Federation;
Nigeria: Gowon Regime, 1966—1975; Nigeria: Sec-
ond Republic, 1979-1983.
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Accra

Like many of the important coastal towns of Ghana,
Accra began as an offshoot of a key inland capital, but
geography and history combined to bring about the
break between parent and offspring earlier than was
the case elsewhere. Archaeological evidence indicates
that in the late sixteenth century the Ga people, who
had been moving into the area of grassy plains south of
the Akwapem escarpment, established Ayawaso, or
what Europeans came to know as Great Accra. Ini-
tially, the Ga were reluctant to allow Europeans to es-
tablish permanent settlements on the coast, but in 1649
they allowed the Dutch West India Company to estab-
lish Fort Crevecoeur at “Little Accra.” Then, the Danes
established Christiansborg Castle at the settlement of
Osu, two miles to the east of the Dutch fort in 1661.
Eleven years later the English company, the Royal
African Company, began construction of James Fort at
the village of Tsoco, half a mile to the west of Fort
Crevecoeur.

According to Ga traditions, the coastal area was
settled sometime during the reign of Okai Koi
(1610-1660); the settlement of the region probably
took place as a more gradual series of migrations. In
1680-1681 the Akwamu invaded and destroyed
Great Accra. Fifty years later the Akyem defeated the
Akwamus, and shortly after, in 1742, the Asante con-
quered this area and incorporated it into the southern
provinces of their empire. The result was that the con-
nection between inland capital and the coastal settle-
ment was broken early. Nevertheless, a centralized
state did not develop on the coast largely due to the
presence of competing European trading companies
in this area. Even in the nineteenth century Accra re-
mained divided into three distinct towns (Ussher
Town, or Kinka, James Town, or Nleshi, and Osu),
which in turn were divided into their own akutsei, or
quarters. It was not until 1867 that the British finally
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acquired all of the forts in this area of the coast and
brought these towns under one administration.

Connections with Europeans enhanced the powers
of various mantses, the rulers of towns and quarters,
with the mantse of the Abola akutso as primus inter
pares. However, this ordering was fiercely contested at
times and was to remain a central issue of twentieth-
century political life. Contributing to these tensions
was the history of invasions and conquests that made
this one of the most culturally heterogeneous areas of
the coast. Apart from Ga there were Adangme, Allada,
Akwams, Akyem, Fante, and Asante. There were also
people from what was to become Nigeria, and freed
slaves from Brazil continued this influx in the nine-
teenth century. Undoubtedly it was the Akan element
that was most important and contributed to an
Akanization of Ga institutions. For example, Ga patri-
lineal systems of inheritance came to intermingle with
Akan matrilineal inheritance.

The extension of European rule was challenged,
as opposition in 1854 to a British attempt to intro-
duce a poll tax indicated. Only after two bombard-
ments from the sea were the British able to regain
control of the areas around their forts. Nevertheless,
in 1877 the British relocated their capital of the
colony from Cape Coast to Accra. The area was
healthier and the open plains of its hinterland made
expansion much more possible than was the case for
cramped, hilly Cape Coast. These benefits compen-
sated for the harbor conditions, among the roughest
on the coast, and the area’s susceptibility to earthquakes
as the devastating 1862 tremor indicated. At that
time Accra was already the largest trading town on
the coast with a population of about 20,000. Initially
growth was slow, but by 1921 the population was
more than 38,000.

In 1894 Accra was the first town in the Gold Coast to
get a municipal council. The combination of house
rates and an African minority on this body contributed
to making it extremely unpopular. Not until 1898 could
three Africans be persuaded to accept nomination.
Plague and yellow fever scares in the early twentieth
century transformed the council into even more of an
arm of government, and African participation remained
limited. These epidemics also stimulated growth out-
side of the original, congested areas of settlement. The
plague scare of 1908 resulted in the establishment of
new suburbs such as Kole Gonno, Riponsville, Kanse-
hie, and Adabraka. From the 1870s British officials had
been moving to Victoriaborg to escape the congestion
of Osu. The yellow fever outbreak of 1910 resulted in
the establishment of the Ridge residential area some-
what further inland.

There were also extensive infrastructure improve-
ments. In 1907 construction of a breakwater for the
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harbor began. In 1909 work began on a railway line to
Nsawam that was to reach Kumasi in 1923. The Weija
reservoir was opened to serve Accra with pipe-borne
water in 1914, and two years later the town was
supplied with electricity. Compensating local chiefs
for the land required for these projects inevitably
resulted in bitter litigation, and much of Accra’s
political life was linked to this growth of the city. In the
1920s infrastructure development continued, the most
notable being the building of the Korle Bu Teaching
Hospital (1923), and the Prince of Wales College at
Achimota (1927).

By the 1930s Accra was the center of the colony’s
political life. The National Congress of British West
Africa (established in 1920) was dormant, but new
political organizations came into being, such as J.B.
Danquah’s Gold Coast Youth Conference (1930 and
1937), the Central National Committee (1934) that
organized protest against the “Obnoxious Ordi-
nances,” and the Sierra Leonian I.T.A. Wallace-
Johnson’s West African Youth League (1935). Under
the editorship of Nigerian Nnamdi Azikiwe, it had
the first regular daily newspaper (The African Morning
Post—1934). The town doubled in size, with new-
comers arriving from different regions of the colony
and other areas of West Africa. A serious earthquake
in 1939 caused considerable property damage and
spurred the government to develop housing estates in
the suburbs that contributed to the town’s spatial
expansion.

After World War II, Accra became the center of
nationalist activity. It was here, in 1948, that the anti-
inflation campaign initiated by the Accra chief
Nii Bonne began. Shortly after, a march of ex-
servicemen ended in shootings and general looting
of stores. Building on these events, in 1949 Kwame
Nkrumah announced at Accra’s Arena meeting
ground the founding of the Convention People’s
Party, which eight years later was to lead Ghana to
independence. As the colony advanced toward inde-
pendence, Accra’s expansion also followed at a hec-
tic pace. A 1954 estimate put the population at just
under 200,000 with an annual growth rate of close to
10 per cent. Areas like Adabraka that had been dis-
tinct suburbs were now linked to the center, and in
1961 Kwame Nkrumah declared Accra a city.

The population of what is now known as Greater
Accra is estimated to be more than two million, and
the city, with its many suburbs, extends more than
eight miles inland. In 1961 an artificial harbor was
built at Tema, 25 kilometers to the east, to solve
Accra’s harbor problems. More recently there has
been considerable highway building to ease traffic
congestion in this rapidly expanding city. Adminis-
tering this large area is the Accra Metropolitan
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Assembly, which traces its origins back to the Town
Council of 1898.
ROGER GOCKING
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Achebe, Chinua

Albert Chinualumogu Achebe is generally considered
to be the most widely read African writer. Chinua
Achebe, as he first started to call himself on entering
university, grew up at a time when the two different
lifestyles—that of the more traditional Igbo people and
that of those who had converted to Christianity—still
coexisted; his work is influenced by both. While his
exposure to the fables of his indigenous background is
omnipresent in his writing, his family’s Christian back-
ground enabled him to attend one of the prestigious
colleges of colonial Nigeria. He later continued his ed-
ucation at Ibadan University, where he soon switched to
literature, having started as a medical student.
Achebe’s literary ambition was first nurtured when
he read Joyce Cary’s Mister Johnson (1939) while at
university. Achebe found the depiction of Africa in a
novel written by somebody whose knowledge of
African cultures and languages was only that of an out-
sider grossly inappropriate. While the positive recep-
tion of that novel surprised Achebe, it also encouraged
him to start work on what later became a series of
novels describing the changes in Igbo communities as



a result of the confrontation with European traditions.
Achebe has commented repeatedly on his reasons for
writing these novels. In “The Novelist As Teacher” (in-
cluded in Hopes and Impediments), he argues that his
aim is to present to his African readers texts that show
that Africa’s past “was not one long night of savagery”
(p. 45). According to Achebe, pride in the historical
achievements of African societies can, for example, be
based on the wealth of knowledge passed on in the
form of oral traditions, for instance in proverbs. In an-
other essay included in the same book, Achebe heavily
criticizes the subliminal racism in Joseph Conrad’s
work, most notably in Heart of Darkness (1902).

Alongside his essays, it is mostly his fictional writ-
ing, primarily his first three novels, which have won
Achebe a lasting reputation. The relationship between
traditional and newly adopted customs forms a com-
mon theme in Achebe’s texts. Opposing the dissolving
of all traditions, Achebe pleads for a combination of
the positive features of both old and new; thus an in-
corporation is preferable to a revolution. In his first
novel, Things Fall Apart (1958), he describes life in an
Igbo village where the customs are still intact. How-
ever, life changes drastically with the arrival of mis-
sionaries, whose questioning of such practices as the
abandonment of twins wins them support among some
members of the community. Soon the village deterio-
rates into a state of instability. No Longer at Ease
(1960) concentrates on contemporary Nigeria and the
difficulties that people have to face when they return to
Nigeria after studying abroad. The Western habits and
values they have adopted prove inappropriate when ap-
plied to life in postindependence Nigeria. In the novel,
a young man returns from Britain, where his village
had paid for him to study, and finds work in an office.
Both the wish of his village that he should return the
money that paid for his studies, and his parents’ disap-
proval of his choice of wife, who is an untouchable,
put more pressure on the tragic protagonist than he can
handle. He accepts a bribe and as a consequence loses
his job. In Arrow of God (1964), set between the first
two novels and completing what is often called
Achebe’s “African Trilogy,” a village chief-priest is
looking for a way to combine his own beliefs with the
new ideology of British colonialism. Despite his effort,
this protagonist, too, fails tragically.

Achebe’s fourth novel, A Man of the People (1966),
won attention for the fact that in it Achebe predicted
the military coup that coincided with its publication. It
is a bitter satire on the poor moral state of the govern-
ing classes of newly independent African nations.

A refusal to think and argue in terms of binary op-
positions is another constant theme in Achebe’s texts.
He argues that claims to absolute truths—a European
tradition—are mostly futile. This attitude might also
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explain why, after initial interest in the new idea,
Achebe sided with numerous other Anglophone writ-
ers in criticizing the predominantly Francophone
Négritude movement, which emphasized African cul-
ture to the exclusion of foreign elements. There too,
Achebe sees himself in the role of the mediator.

With the secession of Biafra in 1967, Achebe be-
came actively involved in the political future of the
Igbo people, whose independence from Nigeria he
supported. Following Biafra’s unconditional surren-
der in 1970, Achebe left Nigeria for the United
States, where, between 1972 and 1976, he taught at
various universities. During these tumultuous years
Achebe found himself unable to work on more extensive
texts, and instead concentrated on shorter writings.
He completed various political, didactic, and literary
essays, as well as short stories, poetry, and books for
children. Through his involvement with Heinemann
Publishers and its “African Writers Series,” which he
edited from 1962 to 1972, Achebe was of crucial im-
portance for the then still young tradition of African
writing. Together with the poet Christopher Okigbo,
who died in August 1967, Achebe also published a
journal, Okike, devoted to new African writing.

Achebe sees the role of the writer in contemporary
African societies as mostly didactic. Accordingly, he
opposes any view of art as an exclusively aesthetic
medium. His continuing involvement with the strug-
gles of Nigeria features prominently in his The Trouble
with Nigeria (1983), which attempted to inform voters
about the state of their country and government, as
well as in his intellectual biography, Home and Exile
(2000), which includes detailed commentaries on
Achebe’s early experiences with literature. In the on-
going debate about whether a truly African literature
should be written in African languages, Achebe be-
lieves that the colonial languages can be an element
that supports the unity of the newly independent na-
tions of Africa by offering a single language within a
multilingual nation.

GERD BAYER

See also: Soyinka, Wole K.

Biography

Albert Chinualumogu Achebe was born on November
15, 1930, in Ogidi, an Igbo community in eastern
Nigeria. He was educated at Ibadan University, where
he switched to literature, having started as a medical
student. After graduation, he worked as a teacher. In
1954, he took employment with the Nigerian Broad-
casting Corporation. Following Biafra’s unconditional
surrender in 1970, he left Nigeria for the United States.
Between 1972 and 1976, he taught at various universities.
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He was paralyzed in a serious car accident in 1990. Cur-
rently, he teaches at Bard College in New York state.
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Adal: Ibrahim, Ahmad ibn, Conflict with
Ethiopia, 1526—-1543

By the beginning of the sixteenth century, political,
military, commercial, and religious conflict between
Christian Ethiopia and the Muslim regions flanking
its southern and eastern borders was long-standing
and followed an established pattern in which the
Christian kingdom invariably held the advantage.
This was principally due to its political cohesion in
comparison to the Muslim states which, although led
by the Walasma dynasty, ranged over such a vast area
occupied by disparate peoples that they lacked both a
reliable communications system and a cohesive polit-
ical focus. Gradually, however, the balance of power
began to shift in favor of the Muslim regions. As
Islamization proceeded in the lands to the south and
east of the central Ethiopian highlands and also in
Nubia to the north, the Christian kingdom became
increasingly isolated. The growing power of the
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Ottoman Turks, who conquered Egypt in 1517, further
increased this isolation and threatened Christian
Ethiopia’s access to the northern port of Massawa on
the Red Sea coast. Control of the southern trade
routes running through Adal to the port of Zeyla and
the Gulf of Aden consequently became an issue of
ever more pressing importance to the Christian kings,
especially as firearms imported through Zeyla were
far more difficult for them to obtain than for the
Muslim rulers situated nearer the coast.

However, the Muslim states could not make use of
these developments to pose a serious threat to their
Christian neighbor while they continued to lack a strong,
unifying leadership that could overcome the conflicting
interests of merchants and warmongers and bring to-
gether often fiercely independent, nomadic peoples in
a common cause. These divisions were aggravated by
the waning authority of the Walasma dynasty, which
was challenged by various ambitious military leaders,
the most successful of whom was Ahmad ibn Ibrahim.

Ahmad seized his opportunity in 1526 when the
Walasma sultan, Abu Bakr, was killed. He installed the
sultan’s brother as a puppet ruler and made the wealthy
commercial city of Harar his power base. Assuming the
title of imam (in this context meaning the elected leader
of the jihad or holy war), he set about both tempting and
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coercing the neighboring Afar and Somali pastoralists
into an alliance against the Christian kingdom. Islam as
a conquering force in the Horn of Africa had now ac-
quired what previously it had lacked; a charismatic mil-
itary leader with the ability to unite fragmented Muslim
communities under the banner of holy war.

Preliminary hostilities were limited to border skir-
mishes and raids. Far more extensive operations began
in 1529 when the Christian king, Lebna Dengel
(1508-1540), suffered a major defeat in battle. Accord-
ing to custom, however, the Muslim forces subsequently
dispersed and returned home with their booty, thereby
failing to consolidate their victory. This was clearly not
enough for Ahmad, whose ultimate aim was to occupy
permanently the regions he conquered and convert the
local populations to Islam. At first his followers refused
to leave their homes and settle in recently subjugated
lands but, as the Muslims made ever deeper incursions
into the Christian kingdom, it became obvious that set-
tlement was the only practical option. By 1532 almost all
of the southern and eastern provinces of the kingdom had
been overrun, and by 1533 Ahmad’s forces had reached
as far north as Amhara and Lasta. Two years later the
final stage of the conquest was launched against the most
northerly province of Tigray. But here, despite support
from Ahmad’s Turkish allies, the Muslim advance fal-
tered. The main reason for this seems to have been one of
logistics. In the mountainous, in the rugged terrain of
Tigray, Ahmad’s lines of supply and communication were
probably stretched beyond their limit and without this
backup the Muslim troops had no choice but to turn back.

Although the failure to conquer Tigray was a set-
back, it was not a decisive one. By this stage the Chris-
tian kingdom had already virtually ceased to exist, and
Lebna Dengel, with the remnants of his followers, was
reduced to nothing more than a fugitive in what had
once been his own realm. In 1535, in desperation, he
sent for help to the Portuguese. As a Christian ally with
trading interests in the Horn of Africa, Portugal could
reasonably be expected to send military assistance, but
it was only in 1541, by which time Lebna Dengel had
died and been succeeded by his son, Galawdewos
(1540—1559), that a Portuguese contingent of 400 men
finally reached Massawa. The arrival of these well-
armed Portuguese soldiers raised the morale of the be-
leaguered Christian resistance and together they were
able to inflict considerable damage on Ahmad’s troops.
However, it was not until 1543, when the imam was
killed in battle, that the Christian side was able to gain
the upper hand. Without their charismatic leader, the
cause for which the Muslim forces had fought so long
collapsed, although not quite entirely. Fighting contin-
ued sporadically until 1559, but it became increasingly
clear that both sides were exhausted and unable to
inflict any further serious damage on each other.

ADDIS ABABA

Inevitably this conflict had many consequences. In
the long term, the most significant was that it facili-
tated the migration of Oromo pastoralists into the
Ethiopian region, a process that was to continue for
many years and was ultimately to have a much more
profound and lasting impact than Ahmad’s holy war.
For the Christian kingdom, Portugal’s intervention
proved to be a mixed blessing. Although it promoted
much needed contact with the wider Christian world, it
also ushered in a period of intense religious disagree-
ment between the exponents of Roman Catholicism
and orthodox Ethiopian Christianity. The short-term
consequences were only too obvious to see. The war
left both sides depopulated, severely impoverished,
and politically weakened. In fact, so devastating was
this damage, it helped to ensure that Muslim and
Christian never confronted each other in the Horn of
Africa in such a destructive way again.

CAROLINE ORWIN
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Addis Ababa

Addis Ababa is the capital city of Ethiopia. It is one of
the fastest growing cities, with a population of approx-
imately 3.5 million people.

The establishment of the town by King Menelik II
in 1886 ended a period of shifting Ethiopia’s capital,
foremost for military reasons. Menelik’s wife, Queen
Taytu, played a crucial role in the founding of Addis
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Ababa. She preferred the mild climate of the Finfinne
plains to adjacent hilly Entoto, a rather inaccessible,
cold, and windy summit that located the then capital
city a few hours journey to the north. In 1886, with
Menelik away battling in Harar, Taytu camped at
Filwoha (“hot-spring”). She decided to build a house
north of the hot springs. Queen Taytu settled fully in
1887, after Menelik’s return in March of that year, and
gave it the name Addis Ababa (“New Flower”), possibly
due to the presence of the mimosa trees. Officially the
name of the capital city changed from Entoto to Addis
Ababa in 1906.

Menelik’s generals were allocated land around the
royal camp. Each resided in a safar (encampment
area), which brought together relatives, servants,
soldiers, and priests linked to this person. Rivers and
valleys separated safars. As a result, Addis Ababa
became a spacious city, and many hours were needed
to traverse the town, especially during the rains.

In 1889, shortly before Menelik’s coronation as
emperor, construction of the royal palace started. A fire
in 1992 destroyed the palace but was soon rebuilt.
Because of the 1889—1892 famine, many countryside
people sought refuge in Addis Ababa. Another period
of immigration followed the 1896 battle of Adwa,
where Menelik’s forces defeated an invading Italian
army. After the war the nobility settled in Addis Ababa;
so did foreign advisors, traders, businessmen, and
diplomats. This boosted the rise of Addis Ababa from
a military camp to an important civilian settlement.
Plastered huts and wooden constructions replaced
tents. The gebbi (palace complex) was extended,
bridges were built, and Italian prisoners of war con-
structed modern roads. The settling by archbishops of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church made Addis Ababa an
important religious center.

By 1900-1901, Menelik started building Addis
Alem, (“New World”) approximately 60 kilometers to
the west. Yet Menelik decided to keep Addis Ababa
alive; the heavy investments in public and private facil-
ities, and the ¢.1894 introduction of the fast-growing
Australian Eucalyptus tree saved the city. Within five
years, this tree attains a height of more than twelve
meters, albeit at the cost of high water consumption.
It gave Addis Ababa the nickname Eucalyptopolis.

The first decades of the twentieth century saw the
building of the Bank of Abyssinia, the first hotel, the first
modern school, the capital’s first hospital, a brickmaking
factory, a hydroelectric power station and the Djibouti
railway track reaching Addis Ababa by 1917. The initial
growth of Addis Ababa was largely unplanned. The main
advantage of this “‘spontaneous growth” was the absence
of specific quarters (rich versus the poor, foreigners ver-
sus Ethiopians), as often witnessed in African cities that
developed under colonial rule.
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By the mid-1930s, Addis Ababa was Ethiopia’s
largest city, with a population of approximately
300,000 people. Thus it was a natural target for colo-
nization by Italian dictator Benito Mussolini in 1935.
He sought revenge for the Adwa humiliation and
wanted to establish an Italian East African empire with
Addis Ababa as administrative center. Emperor Haile
Selassie I, the successor to Menelik, had left shortly
before the Italian occupation.

The discussion whether to abandon Addis Ababa
was renewed, but Mussolini decided to retain it. The
authorities accepted an Italian plan that emphasized
the “prestige of the colonizer.” It projected two resi-
dential areas in the east and south of the city for the ex-
clusive use of Italians, one for officials, the other for
“ordinary” Italians. Ethiopians were to be moved to the
west, as was the main market (Arada), which was
transferred from St George’s Cathedral to an area
known as Mercato, the largest open-air market in
Africa, still in use today.

The equestrian statue of Menelik I, pulled down by
the Italians, and the removal of the Lion of Judah
statue, were restored after the patriots and Allied
Forces defeated the Italians in April 1941. Several
streets were renamed in honor of Allied leaders (such
as Churchill Street). Although the planned settlement
of thousands of ordinary Italians in Addis Ababa never
materialized, the Italian occupation resulted in dozens
of European-style offices, shops, and houses as can
still be witnessed, for example, in the piazza area of the
city. After the Italians left, the Ethiopian elite took over
their legacy of improved housing and amenities.

Except for the division of Addis Ababa into ten ad-
ministrative districts (woredas) the post-Italian years
witnessed a continued growth without any structured
town planning. The Abercrombie Plan of 1956 (Aber-
crombie had been responsible for town planning in
greater London) was an attempt to guide the growth
of Addis Ababa. However, this plan—containing
satellite towns and ring roads—did not materialize,
nor did the 1959 redrafting attempt by a British con-
sulting group.

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, Addis Ababa wit-
nessed the construction of a number of much larger
and modern buildings: the Africa Hall, Addis Ababa
City Hall, Jubilee palace (now National palace), and a
Hilton Hotel. A French city plan (1965) guided this
construction boom period. By now Ethiopia’s capital
was recognized as the unofficial capital of Africa.
Haile Selassie’s pan-African diplomacy was rewarded
when the city was chosen in 1963 as headquarters of
the Organization of African Unity (OAU).

Due to the Ethiopian revolution of 1974, however,
the capital witnessed the deposition of Haile Selassie
and the coming to power of Mengistu Haile Mariam.



His policy of movement restriction and land reform
slowed down the urbanization process until 1991.
During this period more than one-third of the city’s
forests were destroyed with little attempt at reforestation.
The Derg regime introduced kebeles, a kind of neighbor-
hood cooperative of urban dwellers. In the 1980s, house
cooperatives were installed to address poor living condi-
tions and new neighborhoods created at the city’s bound-
ary. The most notable physical development was the
erection of monuments to celebrate the revolution,
among them the vast Revolution Square designed by an
Hungarian planner. It was renamed Meskal Square after
the collapse of the Derg regime in 1991.

Another plan, the Addis Ababa Master Plan, was
developed from 1984 to 1986. It was a joint undertak-
ing by the government of Ethiopia and the government
of Italy, in collaboration with the Venice School of
Architecture. A new boundary of the city was defined,
but only approved in 1994. The master plan gave an
ideal vision of the future city, but lacked practical
applications of the ideas presented.

After the removal of the Derg regime, Ethiopia was
subdivided in fourteen regions, of which Addis Ababa
was named Region 14. Private initiative was, within
certain limits, promoted resulting in the construction
of new office buildings and apartments. In the 1995
constitution of the “Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia,” Addis Ababa was given the status of a self-
governed city and the Region 14 administration trans-
formed into the Addis Ababa city government. It initi-
ated the Office for the Revision of the Addis Ababa
Master Plan (ORAAMP).

By early 1998 the city administration produced the
“5-year Action Plan for the City of Addis Ababa.”
Citywide discussions and deliberations were held on
the document. A new city charter, master plan, and urban
management system have been operational since 2001.
Among the major achievements have been the Dire
Water Dam and the Ring Road project. Yet, there has
been a lack of job creation, handling of garbage collec-
tion and other sanitation projects, and especially the
housing policy of raising rents, bulldozing slum areas,
and its investment policies have been criticized.

The challenges facing Addis Ababa are enormous,
starting from the provision of fundamental city serv-
ices like trash collection, access to clean water, em-
ployment, housing. transportation, and so on. The
city’s new administration, which took office in 2003,
has indicated to establish counsels in partnership with
all stakeholders to address these difficulties in a trans-
parent way. This should realize the vision statement
“Addis 2010 a safe livable city,” which portrays Addis
Ababa as an effective center for national economic
growth and as Africa’s diplomatic capital.

MARCEL RUTTEN AND TEREFE DEGEFA
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African Development Bank

The African Development Bank (ADB) promotes the
economic development and social progress of its
member countries in Africa. It operates on the basic
principle of providing long-term finance for projects
that are bankable and developmental. Historically, the
ADB was seen as the single most important institution
that could fill the gap in the financial systems of
African countries. However, some criticisms, fueled
by periods of poor performance, have been leveled
against the ADB.

The bank was conceived in 1963 by the Organiza-
tion of African Unity; it started functioning in 1966,
with its headquarters in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. The
Secretariat of the United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Africa, together with a nine-member commit-
tee of experts from member states, engineered the
original agreement of establishment, though the bank
is not formally associated with the United Nations. Its
aim was to promote African self-reliance through the
provision of nonconcessional loans (English and
Mule 1996).

The bank’s operations were restricted by the weak
capacity of African members to honor financial
subscriptions, so membership was opened to non-
African countries in 1983, which raised the borrow-
ing capacity of the ADB by 200 per cent. This oc-
curred despite concerns of turning the ADB into a
World Bank or an IMF, bodies which enforce free
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market development ideology (Ruttan 1995). Now
two-thirds of the shares are owned by the African
members. Shareholders include the 53 countries in
Africa and 24 countries in the Americas, Europe, and
Asia. The United States, with 5.9 per cent of shares,
is the third largest shareholder in the ADB Group,
behind Nigeria and Egypt. The U.S. is also the
largest shareholder among ADB’s non-African
shareholders. The wealthier member countries pro-
vide guarantees that enable the bank to borrow
money on international bond markets at favorable in-
terest rates, which the bank passes on to its poorer
African borrowers. Loans are made through two
windows: the African Development Bank hard loan
window, which lends at market rates to lower and
middle income developing countries in Africa, and
the African Development Fund, which makes con-
cessional loans at below market rates, or interest-free
loans to Africa’s poorest countries. The African
Development Fund is financed by regular cash infusions
from the wealthier member countries.

Although nonregional members provide the bulk of
the bank’s resources, African members continue to re-
tain control on both boards of directors by limiting the
voting power of nonregional members to 50 per cent
and 33-36 per cent, respectively. Between 1985 and
1992, the ADB group’s share of total disbursements to
Africa, mostly in the form of nonconcessional loans,
grew substantially from 2.7 per cent to 8.1 per cent. Yet
with the entrenchment of the African debt crisis, ar-
rears began to rise, demand for nonconcessional lend-
ing fell, the ADF dried up, and the net income of the
ADB group began to plummet.

The ADB’s main functions are lending, the provi-
sion of guarantees, cofinancing to the public sector,
and lending and equity investments to the private sec-
tor for projects developed in its African member
countries. The ADB is second only to the World Bank
in the project-lending field in Africa. Project loans
are generally awarded to governments and govern-
ment-owned institutions. Government loan recipients
use the bulk of these funds to conduct procurement
activities that result in contract awards to private
companies from ADB member countries. The ADB
has six associated institutions through which public
and private capital is channeled: the African Develop-
ment Fund, the Nigeria Trust Fund, the Africa Rein-
surance Corporation (Africare), the Société Interna-
tionale Financiere pour les Investissements et le
Développement en Afrique (SIFIDA), the Associa-
tion of African Development Finance Institutions
(AADFI), and Shelter-Afrique. The bank’s other
principal functions are: to provide technical assis-
tance for the preparation and execution of develop-
ment projects and programs, to promote investment
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of public and private capital for development
purposes, to respond to requests for assistance in
coordinating development policies and plans of mem-
ber countries, and to give special attention to national
and multinational projects and programs that promote
regional integration.

The bank’s operations cover the major sectors,
with particular emphasis on agriculture, public utili-
ties, transport, industry, the social sectors of health
and education, poverty reduction, environmental
management, gender mainstreaming, and population.
The loan disbursement of the ADB historically goes
to the agricultural sector (31 per cent), public utilities
(23 per cent), transport (19 per cent), and industry
(14 per cent) (English and Mule 1996). Most bank
financing is designed to support specific projects, but
it also provides program, sector, and policy-based
loans to enhance national economic management.
The bank’s highest policy-making body is its board of
governors, which consists of one governor for each
member country.

In early May 1994, a consultancy report by David
Knox sharply criticized the bank’s management. He
identified numerous management problems: lack of
accountability, boardroom squabbles, allegations of
corruption and fraud, and a top-heavy bureaucracy
(Adams and Davis 1996). One symptom of this bu-
reaucracy is that about half of its $28 billion in loans
have been disbursed to only seven countries (Egypt,
Nigeria, Morocco, Zaire/Congo, Tunisia, Algeria, and
Cote d’Ivoire). The bank has another forty-six borrow-
ing members. In recent years, it has lent money at com-
mercial rates to countries such as Zaire/Congo and
Liberia that were either too poor, or too torn by con-
flict, to have any hope of paying the loans back. An es-
timated 40 per cent of the bank’s projects have been
unsuccessful.

In August 1995, Standard and Poor’s, one of the
world’s foremost credit rating agencies, downgraded
the ADB’s senior long-term debt. The downgrade
made it more expensive for the bank to borrow
money on international markets, rocking the bank’s
already precarious financial foundation, and threat-
ening the bank’s very survival. Since 1995, the ADB,
under the new leadership of President Omar Kabbaj,
has been undertaking a comprehensive program of
institutional reforms to ensure its operations get
results and restore the confidence of shareholders
and the support of development partners (Herrling
1997). However, the question of reform raises the
prospect of the bank losing its “African character”
and becoming a replica of the World Bank, enforcing
(via policy-based lending) the donor-driven policy
agenda of structural adjustment programs (English and
Mule 1996). In 1997, the bank’s authorized capital



totaled about $23.3 billion. The ABD’s major opera-
tional objectives continue into the new millennium; it
aims to meet the demand for project investments
(especially given the low level of production capac-
ity and socioeconomic infrastructure prevalent in
Africa), and promote private sector development
and regional integration. The bank’s concern for
poverty reduction and human resource development
constitute high priority areas, along with the
strengthening of production capacity and socioeco-
nomic infrastructure.

CAMILLA COCKERTON
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African Unity (OAU) and Pan-Africanism; World
Bank, International Monetary Fund, and Struc-
tural Adjustment.
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Africanus, Leo
Traveler and Writer

Little is known of the life of this Moroccan traveler, in
spite of his well-established fame. All details of his vicis-
situdes before his arrival in Rome are based upon the few
autobiographical notes in his surviving geographical
work. Even during his stay in Italy, he did not leave

AFRICANUS, LEO

many traces in the contemporary documents. Hence it
has been suggested that no Leo Africanus ever existed
and his description of Africa was composed by a
Venetian ghostwriter, according to Italian reports from
the Barbary Coast. This interpretation is too rigid but it
contains a grain of truth. Leo Africanus is a somewhat
mythical character, and much of our conventional
knowledge of his life rests on speculations made by his
enthusiastic admirers.

Africanus was born in Granada. The exact date is
unclear, but it took place after the city had surren-
dered to Spaniards in 1492. His parents, however,
moved soon to Morocco. They settled in Fez where
their son received a sound education. In 1507-1508,
Leo Africanus is said to have performed the first of
his great voyages, visiting the eastern Mediter-
ranean. His reason for undertaking this journey is
unknown,; it is not even certain that he actually went
on this journey. In the winter of 1509-1510, Leo,
who (according to his own words) was at that time
sixteen years old, accompanied one of his uncles in a
diplomatic mission to Timbuktu. Two years later he
allegedly revisited Timbuktu, though this time on
personal affairs. From Timbuktu, he is claimed to
have extended his travels to other parts of the
Sudanic Africa; thence to Egypt, returning in Fez
in 1514,

Thereafter, Leo Africanus devoted himself to a
vagabond life. During his Moroccan adventures, he
was often accompanied by a sharif who was rebelling
against the Wattasid sultan of Fez. This person might
have been Ahmad al-Araj, the founder of the Sadid
dynasty, who had become in 1511 the ruler of southern
Morocco and gained much popularity by his fighting
against the Portuguese. From Morocco, Leo extended
his wanderings to Algeria and Tunisia, including a visit
to Constantinople, possibly his second. In the spring
of 1517, he appeared in Rosetta where he witnessed
the Ottoman conquest of Egypt. He then continued
to Arabia. Leo was returning Tunis, perhaps from a
pilgrimage to Mecca, when he fell into the hands of
Christian corsairs, near the island of Crete in June
1518. For a long time it was believed that Leo was cap-
tured near the island of Djerba, off the Tunisian coast,
but recent research by Dietrich Rauchenberger has
proven this unlikely.

Initially, Leo was taken to Rhodes, but he was soon
transferred to Rome, where he was presented to
Pope Leo X Medici (1513-1521), who was planning
a crusade to northern Africa. From the pope’s point
of view, the appearance of a learned Moor who was
willing to collaborate with him and his counselors by
providing them with accurate information of north-
ern Africa, was certainly like a gift from heaven. In
Rome, he was freed and given a pension. Moreover,
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he converted to Christianity and was baptized at
St. Peter’s on January 6, 1520, receiving the name
Johannes Leo de Medicis, or Giovanni Leone in
Italian, according to his noble patron, or Yuhanna
‘I-Asad al-Gharnati, as the man preferred to call
himself in Arabic.

Leo Africanus left Rome for Bologna in 1522.
The reason for this move was probably that the new
pope, Hadrian VI (1522-1523), the former imperial
viceroy of Spain, was suspicious about the presence
of a converted Morisco at the papal court. Another
reason was certainly the outbreak of plague that
killed nearly half of Rome’s population by the end of
1523. While in Bologna, he put together an Arabic-
Hebrew-Latin medical vocabulary, of which the
Arabic part has survived. This manuscript, now
preserved at the Escorial library, contains Leo’s
autograph, which is one of few surviving sources
for his original Arabic name: al-Hasan b. Muhammad
al-Wazzan.

Africanus returned to Rome in early 1526, living
there under the protection of the new Medici Pope
Clement VII (1523-1534). Nothing is known of his
final years with certainty. According to Johann Albrecht
von Widmanstetter, who had arrived in Italy in 1527 to
study Oriental languages, the man (whom he called
Leo Eliberitanus) had left Rome shortly before the
sack of the city in May 1527. Subsequently he went to
Tunis where he is believed to have passed away around
1550. This information can be considered reliable, for
Widmanstetter was moving in the circles where Leo
Africanus was remembered well. Considering, how-
ever, that Leo had forsaken Christianity, he hardly
wanted to witness the Spanish conquest of Tunis in
1535. Against this background, Raymond Mauny’s
speculation that Leo Africanus spent the remaining
years of his life in Morocco sounds reasonable.

Upon his return to Rome, Africanus completed his
magnum opus on African geography, according to his
own words, on March 10, 1526. It was believed that
Leo composed his work first in Arabic, translating it
afterward into Italian. This hypothesis rested on the
claim by Paul Colomiés, according to whom Leo’s
original manuscript had belonged to the Italian human-
ist Gian Vincenzo Pinelli (1535-1601), whose collec-
tion forms the core of the Bibliotheca Ambrosiana
in Milan. The Ambrosiana possesses an anonymous
Arabic manuscript containing a description of Africa
but it is not written by Leo Africanus. It is now consid-
ered that Leo wrote his work directly in rather cor-
rupted Italian, though he certainly relied upon Arabic
notes that he might have composed during his travels.

An Italian manuscript version of Leo’s geographical
work was unexpectedly found in 1931 and purchased
by the Biblioteca Nazionale in Rome. The style in this
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manuscript (entitled Cosmographia & geographia de
Affrica) differs greatly from that of the Italian printed
edition, but the manuscript represents clearly the origi-
nal text written by Leo and that was later adopted by his
Italian publisher. The manuscript is still unpublished,
except for the sections and fragments describing the
Sahara and Sudanic Africa, which were published by
Rauchenberger with German translation.

Leo’s geographical work was printed at Venice,
bearing the title Delle descrittione dell’ Africa, in
1550. It was incorporated in the first volume of the an-
thology of travels and discoveries, Delle navigationi et
viaggi, edited by Giovanni Battista Ramusio
(1485-1557). When and how Ramusio had obtained
Leo’s original manuscript is a mystery. The anthology
was an immediate success and several reprints were
called for. Subsequently, Leo’s text was translated into
major European languages, which made it available for
the ever-widening audience. French and Latin ver-
sions were both published in 1556; an English in 1600;
a Dutch in 1665. These translations were, however, of
a poor quality, being arbitrarily abridged and including
many errors. The Latin version, especially, which was
the most popular, contains many grave mistranslations.

Modern times have produced further translations of
Leo’s text. A German version appeared in 1805; an
updated English version, based upon the earlier trans-
lation, in 1896; an updated French version in
1896—1898. A scholarly annotated, new French trans-
lation, based upon Ramusio’s printed text and superfi-
cially compared to the Italian manuscript version, was
published in 1956. An Arabic translation from the
French edition of 1956 appeared in Morocco in 1982.

A reason for the popularity of Leo’s work was the
lack of available rival sources for African geography.
The Portuguese had put the coasts of Africa adequately
on the map, but their access to the interior was checked
by local resistance and the lethal endemic diseases.
Also, most of the Portuguese chronicles describing
their discoveries in Africa were not printed. According
to a contemporary reader, Leo Africanus discovered a
new world for Europeans, like Columbus “discovering”
America. It is even suggested that Shakespeare mod-
eled the character of Othello on Leo Africanus. The
Descrittione maintained its authoritative position in the
European geography of Africa until the early nine-
teenth century explorers brought more reliable infor-
mation of the Niger and the adjacent regions. In the his-
toriography of western Africa, Leo’s influence lasted
much longer, till the early twentieth century. Leo’s
Descrittione has justly been characterized as the final
contribution of Islamic learning to European civilization.

Despite its title, the Descrittione is not a comprehen-
sive exposition of African geography. The emphasis is
on the Barbary Coast; especially on Morocco, which
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had become Leo’s native land. The description of the
city of Fez alone takes as much space as the sections
reserved for Tunisia and Libya. As to the rest of the
continent, Leo’s knowledge was limited to Sudanic
Africa; he wrote nothing about the Guinea Coast,
Congo, or Christian Ethiopia, which were at that time
familiar to European readers from the Portuguese
reports. The section describing Sudanic Africa is the
shortest, and there is nothing that would prove that it
was based upon the author’s own observations. Leo
could have derived all the information from Arab traders
and West African pilgrims, whom he had met during his
wanderings in northern Africa. Leo’s view on Sudanic
Africa is strongly Islamic, and he claimed that the
blacks had been uncivilized savages until they were sub-
jugated and educated by the Muslim Berbers of the
Sahara in the twelfth century. He also pictured Timbuktu
as a center of West African gold trade. This image
turned, in the hands of his later copyists in Europe, into
a vision of an African Zipangu, which had an important
impact in the beginning of the exploration of West
African interior at the end of the eighteenth century.
According to internal references, Leo was planning
to supplement his Descrittione with two volumes, one
describing Europe and another the Middle East. Noth-
ing came of this plan. He also wrote, or at least in-
tended to write, an exposition of Islamic faith, and a
treatise of North African history. Neither of these two
works, if he ever completed them, has survived.
Besides his magnum opus, Leo wrote a biographical
work of Islamic and Jewish philosophers, which he
completed in Rome in 1527. This work was published
in Latin translation in 1664, in Ziirich, by Johann
Heinrich Hottinger under the title Libellus de viris
quibusdam illustribus apud Arabes, and later in 1726
by J.A. Fabricius in Hamburg. Leo also made an Ara-
bic translation of the Epistles of St. Paul, which is now
preserved at the Biblioteca Estense in Modena.
PEKKA MASONEN
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Afrikaans and Afrikaner Nationalism,
Nineteenth Century

Exactly when Afrikaner nationalism originated has
been the subject of debate between traditional

Afrikaner historians and more recent commentators.
Traditional Afrikaner historians saw the nineteenth-
century trekker states of the interior as expressions of a
national self-awareness that could be traced back to
Hendrik Bibault’s declaration of his identity as an
“Africaander” in 1707. However, more recent com-
mentators, such as L.M. Thompson and T.R.H. Daven-
port, destroyed much of the nationalist mythology
surrounding the Great Trek, and identified Afrikaner
nationalism as a phenomenon commencing only in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century. Early Afrikaner
historians such as Gustav Preller had depicted the trek
as a modern-day reenactment of the biblical exodus
from Egypt, with the Boers as God’s elect escaping
from the bondage of the British pharaoh to the
“Promised Land” of the highveld, where they became
a people bound to God by a covenant (sworn by Boer
leaders before confronting the Zulu army at the battle
of Blood River in 1838), and dedicated to the spread of
Christian enlightenment (as proclaimed in the Retief
manifesto of 1837).

In his Political Mythology of Apartheid, Leonard
Thompson demonstrated that many of these notions
only took shape half a century or so later: the Day of
the Covenant (December 16) commemorating the
Blood River victory was celebrated as a religious oc-
casion only after the renewal of the covenant, when the
independence of the British-controlled Transvaal was
proclaimed at Paardekraal in December 1880. The
concept of the Boers as God’s chosen people planted in
Africa by God was the product of the strong neo-
Calvinist influence within the Dutch Reformed Church
in the 1880s and 1890s, becoming the prevailing ideol-
ogy only after World War I. The early trekker states
themselves seem to have lacked many of the attributes
of modern nation-states, built as they were around in-
dividual Boer leaders and their followers, with the
minimum of formal political institutions: the personal-
ized and highly factional nature of Transvaal politics
delayed the acceptance of a constitution for the whole
country until 1860, while the development of a viable
governmental system there had to await the rise of
Kruger and the restoration of Transvaal independence
in 1881.

Davenport has made a strong case for placing the
emergence of Afrikaner nationalism at a much later
stage than the trek, and in the British-controlled Cape
Colony rather than the Boer republics. He presents it
as, initially, the reaction of the Cape Dutch elite to the
imperial annexation of the Kimberley diamond-fields
at the expense of the Orange Free State Boers (1871),
and to the way in which the English language had be-
come “the hallmark of breeding” in the Cape’s urban
centers. In the mid-1870s, the neo-Calvinist minister
Rev. S.J. du Toit launched the Genootskap van Regte
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Afrikaners (Society of True Afrikaners) in the country
town of Paarl, dedicated to winning acceptance for
Afrikaans, the patois of the common Afrikaner people
(in contrast to High Dutch), and a language that he de-
clared had been given to Afrikaners by God. In 1876,
he produced a history of South Africa, written in “the
language of our people,” followed by a newspaper,
Die Afrikaanse Patriot, and talked about setting up
separate Afrikaner institutions such as banks, a dream
that was to achieve reality after World War 1. Genoot-
skap’s anti-imperial political agenda led to the cre-
ation of the Afrikaner Bond in 1880, proclaiming the
goal of a united South Africa with its own flag. By
1883, forty-three Bond branches had been set up in
the Cape and the interior republics, but the association
of the Bond with Joubert and Reitz, Kruger’s oppo-
nents, led to its early demise in the newly-independent
Transvaal. Thereafter, the opening of the Witwater-
srand gold fields in 1886 and the resulting urbanization
of Afrikaners, many lacking the necessary industrial
skills, provided a seedbed for later radical nationalism,
forced into rapid growth by the South African War
(1899-1902).

Meanwhile, in the Cape itself, Jan Hofmeyr’s
Boeren Beschirmings Vereeniging (Farmers Protection
Association), formed in 1878 to protest a new excise
duty on spirits that hit the farming industry, succeeded
in taking over control of the Bond, and steered it in a
less exclusivist direction. The Bond now welcomed all
those white people, English as well as Dutch/
Afrikaans-speaking, who saw themselves as “South
Africans,” and significantly muted its opposition to
imperial rule. Politically more astute than du Toit,
Hofmeyr saw the electoral virtue of seeking to unite
the farming interest irrespective of language in the
Cape legislature, and was to win a position strong
enough for him to act as kingmaker, most notably in
1890, when he offered the support Cecil Rhodes
needed to form his first ministry. In exchange,
Hofmeyr secured special favor for white farmers. The
Afrikaner nationalist cause lost ground as a result of
Hofmeyr’s more moderate approach. It was the more
“polite” High Dutch of the elite, rather than the
Afrikaans of the common people, that secured accept-
ance for use in the assembly (1882), and Hofmeyr
decided to throw in his lot with Rhodes when Kruger
attempted to thwart his plans for expansion to the north
at the end of the 1880s. The Jameson Raid (December
1895) eventually brought the alliance with Rhodes to
an end, although—ironically—du Toit remained a
supporter of the disgraced premier. The remaining
years of peace saw the Bond in an increasingly equiv-
ocal position. On the one hand, Milner cast doubt on
its loyalty to the imperial cause and accused it of undue
sympathy for its republican cousins, thus placing the
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Bond on the defensive—although in reality, it had
little patience with many of Kruger’s policies such as
the Uitlander franchise. On the other, it sought to be an
effective spokesman for the Afrikaner (as well as the
wider farming) interest. The Afrikaner nationalist
cause was the main casualty, with the Bond becoming
set even more firmly into the stance of moderation
Hofmeyr had imposed on it after becoming its leader.
Its fortunes thus revived only after the traumas of the
South African War and its aftermath.

MURRAY STEELE
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Aghlabid Amirate of Ifrigiya (800—-909)

The Abbasid caliph assigned Ibrahim ibn Aghlab, his
governor of the Mzab oases in the Sahara, the task of
quelling an uprising in the province of Ifrigiya in 800.
In return, Ibrahim secured an acknowledgment of au-
tonomy in civil and military affairs for himself and his
heirs, contingent only on the submission of an annual
tribute to the caliph recognizing him as the spiritual
head of the Muslim community. Since the Abbasids
were no longer able to exert effective control over
Ifrigiya in any event, they viewed such nominal influ-
ence as preferable to none at all.

The Aghlabid amirs encountered problems from the
outset. They were contemptuous of Ifrigiya’s Berber
majority, but also alienated the influential religious
leaders of Qairawan, who vehemently objected to the
Aghlabid habit of levying non-Quranic taxes. The
rulers’ adherence to the Hanafi school of Islamic ju-
risprudence favored in Baghdad, rather than the Maliki
school that predominated in North Africa, constituted a
further irritant until they adopted the views of their



subjects in this sensitive matter. The subsequent
entrenchment of Maliki practices gave the population
of Ifrigiya an identity that differentiated it from the
peoples of the Middle East.

The Aghlabid army consisted of Arabs from the
Middle East, slave troops, and mercenaries. The frac-
tious nature of this institution prompted the amirs to
engineer overseas adventures—epitomized by the
conquest of Sicily, begun in the 820s—that minimized
the army’s opportunity to meddle in political activities.
After pushing the Byzantines out of Sicily, the Agh-
labids used the island as a springboard for attacks on
the Italian mainland. They portrayed these expeditions
as jihads, thereby emphasizing their commitment to
Islam and legitimizing their rule.

Hostilities were not permitted to jeopardize com-
merce. Although Aghlabid raiders preyed on Christ-
ian shipping in Sicilian and Italian waters, they rarely
attacked vessels trading with Muslims and some
southern Italian communities even allied with the
Aghlabids. Religious critics of the dynasty ques-
tioned the wisdom of such linkages, but could not
deny that substantial economic benefits flowed from
its cultivation of Mediterranean trade. The amirs also
augmented Qairawan’s religious importance by turn-
ing the city into a major entrepdt whose merchants
shipped slaves and other Sub-Saharan commodities
to lucrative Middle Eastern markets. Revenues
amassed through conquest and trade financed both
rural improvements and urban growth. The Aghlabids
oversaw the construction of extensive irrigation
canals and reservoirs that heightened agricultural
productivity and supported increasing urbanization.
To guarantee the security of coastal towns and vil-
lages, the rulers built ribats, or fortified mosques, at
key points along the shoreline.

Except for the mercantile elite, the Aghlabid rulers
made little effort to foster the development of close ties
with their subjects. The reign of Ibrahim II (8§75-902)
demonstrated the importance not only of guarding
against potential threats from external enemies, but
also of maintaining the allegiance of the sedentary
population. Doing so required the pursuit of sound
economic policies and the exertion of sufficient
strength to protect settled areas from nomadic incur-
sions. Despite a sequence of climatic disasters and in-
adequate harvests during his reign, Ibrahim II levied
high taxes to finance the construction of the royal city
of Raqqada, near Qairawan. This extravagant project
created antagonisms that not even his notable victories
in Sicily could offset. Indeed, Ibrahim’s overseas ac-
tivities drew troops from Ifrigiya’s western frontiers
just as a serious threat was emerging there. Shi’ite
propagandists won support among many Berbers by
sowing dissatisfaction with the Abbasids and the
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Aghlabids, both representatives of Islam’s Sunni
establishment. The individualistic nature of the Berbers
predisposed them to appeals against authority, but the
frequently deplorable treatment the Aghlabids had
accorded them increased their susceptibility and many
Berbers embraced Shi’ite Islam.

Despite their disengagement from Ifrigiya’s affairs,
the Abbasids realized that Ibrahim II could not sur-
mount this challenge and that the continuation of his
reign provided the Shi’ites with a choice target. They
encouraged his relatives to demand Ibrahim’s abdica-
tion. His successor’s opposition to the Maliki legal
school—which may have been intended to tighten the
province’s links with Baghdad—deprived him of local
support and precipitated his assassination. The last
Aghlabid ruler, Ziyadat Allah III (903—-909), gained
power by murdering relatives who opposed him. His
actions not only weakened family solidarity, but also
lent credence to accusations of immorality that the
Shi’ites had leveled at the Aghlabids from the start of
their campaign.

As Aghlabid fortunes ebbed in the early tenth cen-
tury, those of the Shi’ites rose. Led by Abu Abdallah,
the Berbers won a string of victories. These successes
swelled their ranks, often with Berbers motivated more
by materialistic concerns than moral or religious ones.
The Aghlabids hesitated to seek the help of Baghdad,
fearing that the Abbasids might take advantage of their
weakness to reassert direct control over Ifrigiya. The
rout of the Aghlabid army at al-Urbus in 909 signaled
the dynasty’s end. Ziyadat Allah III fled to Egypt, leav-
ing Ifrigiya open to his enemies.

Aghlabid efforts to build a viable autonomous entity
foundered on the dynasty’s failure to forge durable links
with the local populace. Extensive overseas campaigns
supplied the revenue for the region’s economic develop-
ment, but the ill-considered practices of Ibrahim II
weakened the ties between rulers and ruled. To many of
their subjects, the Aghlabids’ extravagant lifestyle em-
phasized their lack of interest in the people of Ifrigiya.
When an alternative to the dynasty arose, many Agh-
labid subjects, especially the Berbers from the fringes of
the territory, supported it. Yet Shi’ite doctrines and ritu-
als never took root in Ifrigiya, suggesting that the move-
ment’s attraction rested primarily on the framework it
provided for political protest. Irritation with the rulers
had grown so acute that any force capable of ousting
them—even one based on a sect with little acceptance
in Ifrigiya—gained followers. The Aghlabids fell be-
cause Abu Abdallah’s Berber forces defeated them re-
peatedly on the battlefield, but a more fundamental
cause of their collapse lay in their subjects’ conviction
that they had nothing to lose, and perhaps much to gain,
in any political restructuring of the province.

KENNETH J. PERKINS
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Agriculture, Cash Crops, Food Security

The majority of African nations became independent
in the late 1950s and early 1960s. In the immediate
postcolonial period, most African nations chose mixed
economies, with a concentration on industrial develop-
ment, education, and expansion of their economies.
Financing for these projects would come not only from
revenue generated from agriculture, but also from
foreign aid. Countries such as Mali, Ghana, and
Guinea changed dramatically to revolutionary social-
ism in the early 1960s, and Nyerere’s Tanzania
adopted ujamaa or African socialism in the 1970s in
the Arusha Declaration. Ujamaa was a unique socialist
concept, which recognized the specificity of the
African reality and experience. It focused on self-
reliance through a process of villagization. The idea
was to create cooperative villages where the means of
production would be communally owned and directed
by the village cooperative.

In spite of the different ideological directions of
postcolonial African leaders, they all did not pay much
attention to modernizing and diversifying the agricul-
tural sector of their economies. Furthermore, African
postcolonial regimes placed little emphasis on food
production. To be sure, African leaders, both civilian
and military, saw agriculture as a vehicle for generating
much-needed surplus in the form of taxes to finance in-
dustrial development. Furthermore, the marketing

Sowing maize, Eritrea. Note the use of a camel for plowing.
© Friedrich Stark/Das Fotoarchiv.
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boards, which had been set up in the colonial period to
stabilize cash crop prices, were continued in the post-
colonial period and became instruments for appropri-
ating surplus revenue. The surplus revenue has been
used to provide social services, educational institu-
tions, and infrastructure for the large cities to the neg-
lect of the rural areas.

Among the reasons for the low priority given to agri-
culture in the 1960s was the assumption that industrial-
ization was the most appropriate way to bring about
rapid economic growth, structural change, and eco-
nomic independence. In the late 1950s and early 1960s,
however, there was a significant decline in the prices of
agricultural commodities. Declining revenues from
agricultural exports combined with ambitious pro-
grams of industrialization and inefficient bureaucracies
engendered growing deficits in both government
budgets and balance of payments. In order to be able
to finance their development programs, African
economies resorted to obtaining loans from interna-
tional financial houses, which would result in a signif-
icant debt problem.

In the last two decades of the twentieth century,
almost all African governments shifted from industri-
alization, export promotion, and agricultural transfor-
mation to espousing the multiple goals of food self-
sufficiency, improved nutrition, diversification of their
economies, and increased income and social services.

One of the most formidable challenges faced by
postcolonial, Sub-Saharan Africa has been lack of food
security. From the early 1970s through the 1990s, Sub-
Saharan Africa’s food sector was been characterized
by a decline in per capita food production. In the last
ten years Sub-Saharan Africa has had the largest
growth of population in the Third World and the slow-
est growth of food production. Sub-Saharan Africa
moved from an exporter to a significant importer of
basic food staples. Final exports of basic food staples
by Sub-Saharan Africa in the period from 1966 to 1970
were an average of 1.3 million tons a year. In fact, be-
tween 1961 and 1980, almost half of the countries in
Sub-Saharan Africa gained annual increases of about
2 per cent. Eastern and southern Africa accounted for
more than half of the total increase in food production
in Sub-Saharan Africa, central Africa accounted for
about a quarter, and West Africa was responsible for a
little less than a quarter.

But this promising trade situation changed dramati-
cally because production could not keep pace with the
rise in demand. Consequently, net imports increased to
ten million tons by the mid-1980s. For example, in
West Africa, food exports, primarily groundnuts,
declined, while food imports tripled. Structural con-
straints, ineffective government policies, changing
environmental conditions, and the scourge of pests and



insects have adversely affected food security in Sub-
Saharan Africa.

For example, cereal production in Tanzania plum-
meted because of drought in major parts of the country
in the early 1970s and early 1980. The case of Sudan
illustrates the inability of a country to harness its agri-
cultural resources to stimulate economic growth and
ensure food security. In the mid-1970s, it was hoped
that the Sudan would get economic aid from the Mid-
dle East to develop its huge reserves of uncultivated
land to become a major supplier of grain to the region.
But in the 1980s Sudan’s food imports amounted to
$30 million.

During the 1970s, several Sub-Saharan African
countries launched accelerated food production pro-
grams to reverse the long decline in food production
per capita and to reduce dependence on food imports.
For example, when Ghana inaugurated its “Operation
Feed Yourself” in 1972, the government stated that the
decline of food production was attributable to the
higher priority given to cocoa and palm oil. In the early
stages of the program, the government placed empha-
sis on large-scale farms, which did not result in any
significant increase in food production. Nigeria also
inaugurated a similar program christened “Green Rev-
olution” in the 1980s. In the immediate postcolonial
period, Nigeria was a net exporter of food, primarily
oil palm and groundnuts, but by the early 1970s, Nigeria
was importing food. Nigeria imported 1.4 million tons
of basic staples in 1977, and by 1981 the figure had
reached $1.3 billion.

Although these programs were intended to increase
smallholder food production by enlarging peasant ac-
cess to improved seeds, fertilizers, and other modern
inputs at subsidized rates, the results were not encour-
aging. These programs failed to achieve their ambi-
tious targets because of an unwieldy, bureaucratic or-
ganization, bad planning and implementation, lack of
involvement by peasant farmers, and mismanagement.

There were, however, some exceptions to this rather
dismal situation. Among the success stories on the
food production front in the 1980s were food programs
in Malawi and Zimbabwe. For example, in 1980,
Zimbabwe exported 500,000 tons of maize. Also,
Zimbabwe had a record maize crop of 215 million tons
in 1981 and about one million tons was available for
export. Although Zimbabwe was a net exporter of food
in the 1980s, it was also characterized by a lack of
the infrastructure for sustained food production by
smallholders.

The structural policy failures of the 1970s and the
worldwide recession of the early 1980s, resulted in a
steady economic decline, and finally in a severe eco-
nomic crisis. This made several African countries
adopt the Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs)
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initiated by the World Bank and the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF). SAPs were designed to diversify
and rehabilitate African economies by stimulating do-
mestic production in the agricultural, manufacturing,
and industrial sectors. Furthermore, it was hoped that
by generating internal production through the utiliza-
tion of local raw materials, the balance of payments
deficit would reduce and there would be a diminution
of Africa’s dependence on foreign imports. The SAPs
also strove to deregulate the economy by removing
administrative encumbrances and reducing the strangle-
hold of government on the economy. This new economic
philosophy would effect liberalization of trade, privatiza-
tion, and the fostering of a market economy.

Despite the improvement in the economic perform-
ance of many African countries in relation to food se-
curity since 1983, there are still a number of structural
constraints and long-term challenges such as 1) a still
high inflation rate, 2) a still high external debt burden,
3) an agricultural production that was still well below
potential, and 4) still high prevalent rates of poverty
and food insecurity. In order to cope with the above-
mentioned structural bottlenecks and long-term chal-
lenges, African countries have continued to intensify
their macroeconomic reforms.

For example, with regard to agriculture, the
government of Ghana launched the Medium Term
Agricultural Development Program (MTADP),
1991-2000. One of the main objectives of the
MTADP was the provision of food security for all
Ghanaians by way of adequate and nutritionally bal-
anced diets at affordable prices. However, agricultural
output and performance during this period was weak.
The Accelerated Agriculture Growth and Develop-
ment Strategy has been adopted as a new strategy for
the period 1997-2007. The primary goal of this strat-
egy is to increase the annual growth rate in agriculture
to 6 per cent by 2007. Also in Malawi, specific projects
such as Rural Financial Service and the Agricultural
Services Project have supplemented the structural
adjustment program. One of the new directions in
most African countries regarding food security is the
placing of greater reliance on the private sector and
their grassroots organization while reducing the role
of the public sector, especially in the direct production
and marketing activities of agricultural inputs and
outputs.

EZEKIEL WALKER
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Ahidjo, Ahmadou (1924-1989)
Politician and Cameroon’s First President

To some, Ahmadou Ahidjo was an opportunist who
found himself at the right place at the right time and,
given the opportunity, did not hesitate to take advan-
tage of his situation and outmaneuver his contempo-
raries. To others, he was an able leader who succeeded
in molding the vastly diverse peoples of Cameroon
into a united, stable, and prosperous country. He was
the first president of Cameroon and served in that
position for twenty-four years. He left office on his
own accord, unlike many of his contemporaries, who
were forced from power by coups d’état.

He worked in various parts of the country as a radio
technician for several years before entering politics.
He began his career as a radio technician in the
Yaounde Broadcasting Station in 1943. He was then
transferred to Bertoua in the eastern part of Cameroon
to begin the first radio station in the region. After
Bertoua, he was sent to Mokolo in the north for a sim-
ilar task. In 1944, Ahidjo was made head of the Garoua
radio station. The position was a very important
position because Garoua was the headquarters of the
northern region of Cameroon and the center of most
activities in the region. He made the best use of his stay
in his hometown to lay the foundation for his political
career.

Ahidjo’s political career began in earnest in 1946
when he was elected to the First Consultative Assem-
bly of the then East Cameroon, created after the war in
response to French Africa’s support for Charles de
Gaulle’s Free French Movement during World War II.
In 1952, when the French government replaced the
Consultative Assembly with the Territorial Assembly,
Ahidjo was reelected into that body. The French
National Assembly passed the loi cadre (“enabling law”)
in June 1956, granting East Cameroon self-government
and its own assembly. On December 23 of that year,
Ahidjo was elected to the newly created East
Cameroon Legislative Assembly. In February of 1957,
Ahidjo organized the northern representatives of the
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assembly into a voting bloc called Union Camer-
ounaise (UC). In 1958, after the fall of the government
headed by Andre Marie Mbida, Ahidjo, who had been
vice premier and whose party controlled thirty-one of
the seventy seats in the assembly, was asked to form a
new government. No new elections were held again
until after East Cameroon became independent on
January 1, 1960. Ahidjo became president by default and
the country took the name the Republic of Cameroon.

On February 11, 1961, British-administered South-
ern Cameroon opted to reunite with the Republic of
Cameroon in a United Nations-supervised plebiscite.
Ahidjo became president of the new entity that was
created from the union of the two territories, called the
Federal Republic of Cameroon. The country’s federal
structure was changed in 1972 to a unitary system,
called the United Republic of Cameroon. In 1982,
Ahidjo suddenly resigned from office and handed
power to his constitutionally designated and hand-
picked prime minister, Paul Biya. Biya was from the
Beti ethnic group in the south of Cameroon and also a
Christian. But Ahidjo still kept his position as presi-
dent of the ruling party after his resignation. Not long
thereafter, friction erupted between him and Paul Biya,
with Biya accusing him of meddling in state affairs.
Ahidjo saw it differently, arguing that as head of the
country’s sole party (Cameroon National Union), he
had the final say on state matters. Biya won out in the
struggle that ensued. In 1983, the Biya government ac-
cused Ahidjo of plotting to overthrow Biya. But before
the plot was made public, Ahidjo resigned his position
as president of the party and left the country, entering a
self-imposed exile.

In April 1984, members of the republican guards,
who had been responsible for presidential security un-
der Ahidjo and then Biya, attempted to overthrow the
Biya government, without success. Ahidjo, who was
implicated in this effort, was tried in absentia and
given a death sentence, which was later commuted to
life imprisonment. In 1989 he suffered a heart attack
and died in Senegal.

Ahidjo was a contradictory figure, commanding
respect and love within some segments of the popula-
tion, earning hatred and repugnance from others. He
brought stability to Cameroon, a diverse and multicul-
tural country of more than 200 ethnic groups, two
colonial cultures, and a north-south division along ge-
ographic as well as religious, cultural, and educational
lines. His success at achieving national unity, however,
came at a high cost in terms of democracy. Individual
liberties, press freedom, human rights, and other dem-
ocratic norms, including the right to organize and par-
ticipate in political activities within the framework of
free, fair, and competitive elections, were done away
with under his rule. He imprisoned and even eliminated



individuals that he considered a threat to his regime. In
1966, he officially made Cameroon a one-party system
with his Cameroon National Union party as the sole
political party.

Under Ahidjo’s leadership, the Cameroonian econ-
omy experienced unprecedented growth. He empha-
sized food and cash crop agriculture in his economic
policy while pursuing an industrial policy that was
built on medium-size import substitution industries.
This paid off as income levels rose and Cameroon
moved from being a low-income to a middle-income
developing country. Cameroon under his rule also
became one of the few African countries to be self-
sufficient in food production.

Mosks K. TEsI

See also: Cameroon: Independence to the Present;
Cameroon: Rebellion, Independence, Unification,
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Biography

Born in the northern city of Garoua in 1924 to Fulani
parents. In 1932, at age eight, entered the Garoua re-
gional primary school. Joined the veterinary service in
Maroua after failing to pass the final examination to
graduate from primary school in 1938. After repeating
the final year of primary school, he graduated and went
on to Yaoundé Higher School, graduating in 1942.
Completed a six-month training in Douala to be a radio
technician in 1943. Named president of the Republic
of Cameroon (former East Cameroon) on January 1,
1960. Named president of the Federal Republic of
Cameroon (later the United Republic of Cameroon) in
1961, created when Southern Cameroon opted to re-
unite with the Republic of Cameroon In 1982, resigned
and handed power to his prime minister, Paul Biya. Ac-
cused of plotting to overthrow Biya in 1983. Left the
country in self-imposed exile. In 1989, suffered a heart
attack and died in Senegal.
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Aid, International, NGOs, and the State

Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) have been in-
strumental in providing a wide range of aid to African
countries. Mostly multinational in composition, they
operate with the consent of host governments. They
are a diverse group of largely voluntary, nonmember-
ship support organizations that work with communi-
ties to provide technical advice and economic, social,
and humanitarian assistance to address development
issues. In Africa, some of their specific developmental
objectives include tackling poverty, providing financial
credit and technical advice to the poor, empowering
marginal groups, challenging gender discrimination,
and delivering emergency relief.

NGOs can be professional associations, religious
institutions, research institutions, private foundations,
or international and indigenous funding and develop-
ment agencies. The NGOs are usually either interna-
tional or indigenous organizations; most of the indige-
nous organizations are community-based grassroots
and service-based organizations.

Some well-known NGOs in Africa are the Catholic
Relief Services, the Salvation Army, CARE, World Vi-
sion, Save the Children, Ford Foundation, and Oxfam.
Some NGOs focus on particular issues; for example,
the International Planned Parenthood Federation, the
Population Council, and Family Planning International
Assistance address population issues, while the Red
Cross and Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without
Borders) deliver humanitarian aid.

The number of NGOs has accelerated recently. For
example, the number of NGOs registered with the
United Nations jumped from 48 in 1989 to 1,300 in
1994. Numbers of NGOs within each country vary; for
example, Kenya has more than 400 NGOs, while
Ethiopia has less than 50 (Bratton 1989). The principal
reason for the recent boom in NGOs is that Western
governments, not just private donations, finance them
(The Economist 2000). For example, of Oxfam’s $162
million income in 1998, a quarter ($24.1 million) was
given by the British government and the European
Union. Medecins Sans Frontieres receives 46 per cent
of its income from government sources.

NGOs play an important role in the social and eco-
nomic development of Africa in directing government
aid and setting policy. The present prominence of
NGOs in development thinking stems from economic
constraints on state activity, the propensity of donors to
channel aid through the voluntary sector, and a set of
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beliefs about the relative efficiency and effectiveness
of NGOs (Curtis 1994). Donors increasingly see
NGOs as a means of filling gaps in weak, ineffective
government programs, and have begun to call for more
NGO involvement in programs that have traditionally
been implemented through government organizations
(Bebbington and Farrington 1993).

Some African governments have instituted coordi-
nating bodies to supervise NGO activity. Some exam-
ples of these coordinating bodies include the Voluntary
Organizations in Community Enterprise, the Council
for Social Development in Zambia, the Permanent
Secretariat of NGOs in Burkina Faso, and the Council
of NGO Activity in Togo.

The relationship between NGOs and states is highly
variable and contentious. Ndegwa (1994) argues that
NGOs have contributed to the wider political reform
movement in Kenya by successfully repelling control-
ling legislation of their activities in 1990. Ndiaye
(1999) maintains that NGOs and grassroots organiza-
tions such as village self-help groups, women’s organ-
izations, and peasant associations have been highly
effective in Africa. However, many discussions of
NGOs overoptimistically assess their effectiveness as
agents of grassroots change and agricultural develop-
ment, and NGOs’ rhetoric of democratic participation
exceeds reality (Bebbington and Farrington 1994).

In some cases, NGOs are becoming instruments of
Western government foreign policy (Economist 2000).
In 1999, the U.S. Congress passed a resolution to
deliver food aid to rebels in southern Sudan via USAID
and some Christian NGOs. Other NGOs are directly
intervening in African politics. For example, UNICEF
brought about a peace deal between Uganda and
Sudan, and the Italian Catholic lay community of Sant’
Egidio helped to end thirteen years of civil war in
Mozambique in 1992.

Some authors identify negative relationships be-
tween NGOs and African states. Beinart (1994) argues
that NGOs in Somalia in the 1980s condoned and en-
gaged with corrupt networks and repressive strategies
to win government approval. These policies decimated
civil society and eventually led to civil war. Only one
NGO, a small Australian agency called Community
Aid Abroad, spoke out and left the country in protest
against Muhammad Siad Barré’s human rights record
in 1989. In South Africa, Johnson (1998) claims that
NGOs undermined democracy. The United States
Agency for International Development (USAID)
funded the National Democratic Institute (NDI) appar-
ently to promote multiparty democracy in South
Africa, and the NDI has been linked with communists.
And the Ford Foundation supported a bill that would
give the South African government broad powers over
all nongovernmental organizations.
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Other researchers argue that NGOs undermine
governments. By filling a void in terms of additional
investments, capital, and services to rural areas, NGOs
undermine the ability of governments to perform as
effective leaders and policymakers.

Partnerships between international, national, and
indigenous NGOs are growing, with increasing calls
for African states to encourage growth and interac-
tion among NGOs (e.g., Chazan 1992; Kingman
1994). For example, the Forum of African Voluntary
Development Organizations, formed in 1987, encour-
ages NGOs to exchange ideas, share their expertise
and resources, support local initiatives, and establish
effective channels of communication and partner-
ships with governments and intergovernmental
organizations. An increasing number of NGOs col-
laborate with the World Bank to address rural devel-
opment, population, health, and infrastructural issues
that are relevant to the human dimensions of its struc-
tural adjustment programs. Several NGOs also have
consultative status with the United Nations Economic
and Social Council.

There are numerous successful cases of NGOs
working closely together and with governments, in
particular in times of crisis in Africa. For example,
during the Ethiopian famine in 1984 and 1985, the
United Nations coordinated the relief program. The
Ethiopian government’s Relief and Rehabilitation
Commission and sixty-three NGOs distributed basic
food rations to more than seven million people.
Since the early 1990s it has been widely suggested
that development strategies would benefit from in-
creased collaboration between government and
NGOs. This suggestion has come from various
points across the ideological spectrum, from NGO
activists and radical economists to the new right and
the multilateral institutions. They claim that NGO
involvement ought to increase the impact of pro-
grams in grassroots development and poverty allevi-
ation, and contribute to the democratization of the
development process.

CAMILLA COCKERTON

Further Reading

Bratton, M. “The Politics of Government-NGO Relations in
Africa,” World Development, 1989, 17: 4: 569-587.

Curtis, Donald. Non-Governmental Organisations and the State
in Africa: Rethinking Role in Sustainable Development,
London: Royal African Society, 1994.

Johnson, R.W. “Destroying South Africa’s Democracy: USAID,
the Ford Foundation, and Civil Society,” The National Interest,
53 (fall), 1998, 19-29.

Ndegwa, Stephen N. “Civil Society and Political Change in
Africa: The Case of Non-Governmental Organizations in
Kenya,” International Journal of Comparative Sociology,
2000, 41: 4: 381.



Ndiaye, Serigne M. “Promoting Rural Community Develop-
ment in Africa: State Versus Grassroots Organizations,” The
Journal of Social, Political, and Economic Studies. 24
(spring), 1999, 1: 65-67.

“Sins of the Secular Missionaries.” The Economist Magazine,
January 29, 2000.

AIDS: See Epidemics: Malaria, AIDS, Other
Disease: Postcolonial Africa.

Air, Sultanate of

Traditionally, the largest Tuareg political unit is the
group under the leadership of a supreme chief, known
as the amenukal or sultan. He is also traditional leader
of the drum-groups (descent-based clans) within the
larger political group. In Air, the Amenukal is more
often called the sultan of Air in Agadez. In the past, the
sultan of Air was considered supreme chief with supe-
rior judicial rights and also war leader of the whole
group. But the authority was somewhat limited, and
quarrels between the various drum-groups within a
larger confederation were very frequent.

The people who are placed under the sultan of Air
are called the Kel Amenukal (“People of the Sultan™),
and are predominantly pastoralists, with some seden-
tary or semi-sedentary groups also among them. They
are comprised of Itesen, Kel Faday, Kel Ferwan, and
Kel Geres (though the latter now live outside Air, to the
south in the Hausa borderlands).

Accounts of the history and origin of the sultanate
have different variants. These are connected to the re-
lationships among the various Tuareg precolonial
drum-groups and confederations, and also to their rela-
tionships with neighboring peoples. The first sultan of
Air was Yunus. He was succeeded by his nephew,
Akkasan (Hamani 1989:146). There is vagueness and
dispute concerning his precise genealogy preceding
this, but these feminine names clearly indicate the ini-
tial importance of at least the Berber matrilineal type
of descent and succession. The Agadez Chronicle, a
compilation of Arabic manuscripts kept by the current
sultan, dates the establishment of the Air sultanate as in
1405 BCE. Before that time, it was said in oral and
chronicle traditions, anarchy reigned over the country.

Despite disagreements and uncertainty surrounding
the origin of the Air sultanate, most traditions now
agree on the existence of a situation of crisis in Air to-
ward the end of the fourteenth century. The Itesen were
the most powerful of the Tuareg groups, but their su-
premacy was not uncontested. Certain factions refused
to obey their leader, Aghumbulu, and these troubles
caused them to search for a supreme arbitrator from
outside. The document Kitab Asi Sultanati Ahyar I

AIR, SULTANATE OF

reports that the Isandalan, after the out-migration
of the Gobirawa (proto-Hausa, Sudanic farming)
populations who had earlier lived in Air, had no desig-
nated sultan. “Their [The Itesens’] social state was
like that of Arabs, and like the Arabs, there were only
elder judges to adjudicate among them. This situation
obliged them to look for a sultan” (Hamani 1989:
137—-138). This document continues to relate the story
of five groups going to Aghram Sattafan to find a sul-
tan and transporting him to the country of Tadaliza.

Traditions indicate the marginal but prestigious po-
sition of the sultan in Air Tuareg society. Whether his
reputed descent from the sultan of Constantinople is
literally “true” or mythical/symbolic, the point is that
this legend is in effect a metaphor that endows him
with spiritual, as well as secular, creativity and power,
and conveys his ability to mediate in disputes from
outside the local descent and alliance system of the no-
ble clans. From this perspective, of viewing the lines of
“myth/history” as continued and blurred rather than
discrete, one can understand why the noble drum-
groups still elect as heir to the sultanate a son of a
concubine of Sudanese origins, rather than the son of a
Tuareg wife from among his sons.

The first sultans were installed in the southern parts
of Air, in the rocky mountainous zones, indicating that
their Tuareg drum-groups had not yet come out of the
massif into Agadez and needed a leader there, near
them, in the Itesan region, near the caravan passage
points. The proximity to Agadez soon became impor-
tant, however. War (victory of the Kel Taghazart Zigrat
over the Tasannagat) caused the royal family to leave
the mountainous zones and move closer to the town’s
security and centrality to trade routes (Hamani
1989:147). Agadezian traditions state that Sultan Yusuf
was the first sultan of Air to be installed in Agadez.
This move was also a response to other, wider events
and conditions during the fifteenth century in the re-
gion extending between Middle Niger and Lake Chad.
In the Chad region there was the renaissance of the
Sayfawa and a new expansionist Bornu kingdom. To
the west of Bornu, the Hausa lands attained political
and economic complexity: a new dynasty appeared in
Katsina with Muhammad Korau, and by the middle of
the century, Katsinawa merchants were present in
Agadez. A trading connection was solidly established
between Hausa country and North Africa by the Air.

At the junction of these events, the installation of
the first Sultan Yusuf in Agadez took place. Djibo
Hamani analyzes oral traditions’ accounts of the instal-
lation of the first sultantate, as recorded in the Tarikh
Asli Wilayat Amir Abzin VIII in Agadez, obtained from
Sarkin Makada Kutuba, as follows: in the sixteenth
century there were wars against Tigidda. Following the
death of a co-leader, Al Ghadil against Tigidda, war
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continued until the day when they called in Aligurran,
the Tuareg mythical ancestor who in local legends in-
scribed the Tifinagh (Tamajaq alphabet) writings on
the Saharan rock art. They made him a large lance, of
gold and copper, and performed rituals. Aligurran di-
vined by throwing this lance, from Tadaliza (where
one still sees his footprint), to where it fell: at the place
where the palace of the sultan would be built. The day
after this lance-throwing, all the Tuareg mounted don-
keys, oxen, camels, and horses, and they left in search
of the lance. They found it near a stream with many eu-
phorbia (a type of plant). The people gave cries of joy,
cut the euphorbia in their enthusiasm, and constructed
the palace. Then they went to search for the sultan and
installed him. The Tuareg who were with the sultan
built themselves small dwellings and occupied them
(Hamani 1989:155-156).

On the surface, this tradition appears to imply that
the sultan leadership of Tadaliza wished to escape from
Tigidda to find a better leverage point for maximizing
their chances for success against Tigidda. But the end
of the text contradicts this idea: Kutuba related how,
after some time, the Tuareg, who came from the sultan’s
installation, said: “Agadez is not a place where one can
install (a sultan); it is a place of visiting, a place for the
Maggades (Agadezian people, of Songhay origin) and
the Arabs.” So they got up and left the town, leaving
their slaves in their homes. When they came in from the
desert to see the sultan, they lodged with their slaves,
but did not have their own homes in Agadez. Thus the
nomadic Tuareg saw their own homes as outside of
Agadez. Indeed, a similar pattern persisted in Agadez in
the 1970s: many nomads at that time still tended to re-
side outside the town, coming into it only for trading
and other business and lodging with clients and formerly
servile families who resided there.

In precolonial eras, the sultan was the main arbitra-
tor and judge in disagreements between the different
Tuareg groups, whose supreme chiefs were installed
by him. But he could not meddle in their internal af-
fairs, and rarely was so influential that he could stop
the frequent disputes and battles. Since the French
colonial administration, the power of individual drum-
chiefs has diminished, while that of the sultan of Air
has increased, now backed by central state coercion.
During the French subjugation of the Tuareg regions of
the Sahara, Sultan Tegama was involved in much
Tuareg resistance. In more recent times, the sultan of
Agadez became a liaison between the independent
nation-state central government in Niamey, the capital of
present-day Niger, and local government: he was placed
in charge of tax collection and school registration. The
current sultan of Air was caught up in the 1990—1995
armed conflict between Tuareg separatist/nationalist
rebels and the central state government of Niger. Many
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Tuareg cultural events have shifted from the sultan’s
palace near the Agadez mosque, their former place of
performance, to the newly-constructed Maison des
Jeunes (Youth House) on the outskirts of the town. The
sultan now spends much of his time in Niamey.

SUSAN RASMUSSEN
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Aja-Speaking Peoples: Aja, Fon, Ewe,
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

The Aja (Adja), the Fon, and the Ewe are often classi-
fied together in the historical literature under blanket
terms such as the Aja, the Aja-Ewe, or more recently,
the Gbe. Although distinct from each other, the Aja,
the Fon, and the Ewe share a common set of cultural
beliefs and practices, their languages all belong to the
Kwa subgroup of the Niger-Congo language family,
and they have a collective history of migrations from
areas to the east of their present locations. These
migrations originated from Ketu, a walled city in
present-day southeastern Benin, probably in the fifteenth
century, according to oral traditions.

During the seventeenth century, the migrations en-
tered their final phase, and the Aja, the Fon, and the
Ewe each settled into the areas that they inhabit today:
the Aja and Fon in southern Bénin, with small popula-
tions of each in southern Togo and southwestern Nigeria,
and the Ewe in southeastern Ghana and southern Togo.
Flanked by the Akan to the west and the Yoruba to the
east, this stretch of West Africa was referred to as the
“Slave Coast” by European cartographers by the end
of the century.

There was a series of migrations out of the Aja king-
dom of Allada, located on the coast of present-day
Benin, due to a succession dispute in the early seven-
teenth century. The migrants settled in a plateau area of
woodland savanna about sixty miles north of the coast,
established the kingdom of Dahomey in the 1620s, and
eventually became known as the Fon. The kingdom
gradually expanded into areas to the south and southeast
of Abomey, the capital of Dahomey. But, throughout the
seventeenth century, the most powerful local polities
were Allada and Hweda, another coastal Aja kingdom
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that was later superseded by the town of Ouidah
(Whydah), both of which conducted trade directly with
European merchants. Furthermore, Dahomey was a
tributary state of its powerful neighbor to the east, the
Yoruba kingdom of Oyo.

Under King Agaja (1708—1740), Dahomey came
to dominate most of the Aja kingdoms, including
Allada, Hweda, Grand Popo (Popo), and Jakin, by the
1740s. Concerned with Dahomey’s growing power,
Oyo attacked the Fon kingdom four times between
1726 and 1730. As a result, Agaja agreed to continue to
pay an annual tribute and to recognize Oyo’s control
over Porto Novo (in present-day Benin).

The central kingdom of Dahomey became the most
powerful state between the Volta and the Mono Rivers.
Dahomey was one of the biggest suppliers of slaves in
West Africa and derived most of its revenues from that
trade. During the early eighteenth century, the trade in
slaves to the French, the English, the Portuguese, and
the Dutch at Ouidah, controlled by Abomey, increased
dramatically.

Further to the west, the Ewe split into three distinct
groups after their dispersal from Notsé, a walled-town
in central Togo. The first traveled in a northwesterly di-
rection and settled the upland and valley regions and
founded, among others, the towns of Hohoe, Kpandu,
and Peki (in present-day Ghana), as well as Kpalimé
(Togo). Ho a