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TO THE READER.

THE Author has given neither the arguments nor the
whole of the authorities on which the sketch of the earlier
history in the Introduction rests, as it would have had too
much of the dryness of an antiquarian enquiry, and as he
has already published them in his Early History of Egypt.
In the rest of the book he has in every case pointed out
in the margin the sources from which he has drawn his

information.

Canonbury, 12th November, 1838.
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THE HISTORY OF EGYPT

UNDER THE PTOLEMIES.

INTRODUCTION.

WHEN letters first rose in Greece and Rome, the writers found
a rich harvest of fable and tradition, out of which they wove those
beautiful tales that we now read as the beginning of Greek and
Roman history. The Egyptians were not favoured with historians
who could thus fix and hand down to us their traditions; but, on
the other hand, they had from far earlier times carved the names
and deeds of their kings on the granite temples, and thus, instead
of a rich poetic fable, they have left us a bald reality.

In each case, the history of the country begins with scattered and
dark hints, which some minds seize upon as treasures and others
overlook as worthless, but which the historian can neither safely
lean upon nor yet wholly fling from him ; and this is the case with
the history of Egypt before the time when Abraham drove his herds
into that country in search of food, which the drought had made
scarce in Canaan.

Egypt was then broken up into several little kingdoms. Upper
Egypt, the most powerful of these, had been ruled over by a race of
kings who reigned in This, a city near the spot, or perhaps on the
spot, where Abydos afterwards stood ; and who had held Thebes, and

Manetho.
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some of them Memphis, as part of their kingdom. We are told the
names of seventeen who reigned in This ; after which that city fell,
and Thebes rose to be capital of Upper Egypt ; and it was perhaps
in the reign of the second or third Theban king that Abraham en-
tered the Delta.

The city of Elephantine, on an island in the Nile, just below the
cataract at the southern boundary of Egypt, was also the capital of
a little kingdom ; and we know the names, and nothing but the
names, of nine kings who had reigned there. Elephantine no doubt
fell when Thebes rose over the city of This.

Memphis was the capital of the rich corn-fields of Lower Egypt,
or the land of Mizraim as it is called in the Old Testament; and
perhaps the tenth of those Memphite kings whose names are known
to us was reigning in the time of Abraham.

We likewise have the name of one king who reigned at Heracleo-
polis ; and, as that city is close to Mempbhis, it is most likely that he
ruled over Memphis, and made Heracleopolis the capital of Lower
Egypt during his reign.

The people of both Upper and Lower Egypt seem to have been
Copts, children of Cham or Ham, and from him they called their
country Chemi ; and they spoke a language which, after it has un-
dergone the changes of so many ages, we even now know as Coptic.
Their religion was the same as what Herodotus and Diodorus after-
wards found there: many cities had already their sacred animals ;
the bull Apis in Mempbhis, the bull Mnevis in Heliopolis, and the
goat Mando in Mendes, were fed and waited upon at the cost of
those cities, and worshipped as images of Chem, or Amun-Ra, the
Sun.

Their buildings were much the same as those which afterwards
rose in such massive grandeur. Venephres, king of This, had al-
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ready built pyramids at a city named Cochome ; the older part of
the great temple of Thebes, now called the temple of Karnak, was
already begun; and Abraham most likely saw the obelisk of Osir-
tesen I., which even yet stands at Heliopolis.

The carved writing, by means of figures of men and animals,
which was afterwards, when easier ways of writing came into use,
called sacred carving, or hieroglyphics, was even then not new.
The inscriptions of the Osirtesens do not show us hieroglyphics
in their earliest form ; in them we see many words spelt alphabeti-
cally mixt up with the symbols or pictures of objects and actions.
There had been, most likely, many ages before their time during
which the hieroglyphics were wholly symbolic, before alphabetic
spelling had been thought of.

The journey of Abraham into Egypt was not that of a single fa-
mily ; there was at the same time a great migration going on, of
Phenicians, moving out of their own country into Lower Egypt,
and along the African coast of the Mediterranean. We shall here-
after see that the Greek settlers at Cyrene had to drive them back
from the coast, and tradition says that Phenician Dido was kindly
received by them at Carthage. They were peaceably driven out of
Canaan by other troops of herdsmen who were moving westward
from Chaldeea and Mesopotamia, and who made the pasture-land
too crowded for their loose and scattered way of life.

Abraham found Lower Egypt a well-tilled corn country; theking,
or Pharaoh, was surrounded by princes and servants, and was by no
means looked upon by Abraham as his equal, as the little kings of
Canaan had been.

Abraham did not remain long in Lower Egypt; from the head
of the Red Sea he went southward, and returned home by Mount
Sinai and Petra ; but the Phenicians settled in crowds in the Delta,

Wilkinson’s
Thebes.

Egypt.Inscrip.
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lib. i. 7.

Gen. xi.

Gen. xii.
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and may have been a cause of great wealth to the country, as about
that time Suphis, and his brother and successor Sensuphis, who were
Coptic kings of Memphis, were strong enough to conquer Thebes,
and rich enough to build the two largest of the pyramids near Mem-
phis.

But the Phenicians soon got too strong for the country which
had given them a home; they chose a king of their own, named
Salatis, who at first ruled over his countrymen without rebelling
against the Egyptians ; but he afterwards seized Mempbhis, and from
thence sent forth his armed bands, each year, at harvest time, to
gather in a duty upon corn, and the pay for his troops. He had
an army of two hundred and forty thousand men ; and he strongly
fortified the city of Avaris, perhaps that afterwards called Pelusium,
as a frontier town against the Assyrians. In the third or fourth
reign of these Phenician shepherds, or herdsmen, or Hyesos as they
were called by the Egyptians, they even conquered Thebes, and
reigned over all Egypt.

It was in the reign of Apophis, one of these Phenicians, when the
two countries of Canaan and Lower Egypt were filled by the same
people, that, among other slaves brought into Egypt by the cara-
vans from the east, was a young Jew named Joseph, who chanced
to be sold into the service of the captain of the guard. Little could
his master have foreseen the coming greatness of his slave, or how
much his name would be known in after ages.

Joseph soon rose to the head of his master’s household, and after-
wards to be the king’s chief minister. He foresaw a scarcity of
corn, and bought up the harvest in years of plenty ; and with these
stores, in the years of scarcity, he bought from the starving Egyp-
tians the freeholds of their estates, which he afterwards let them
hold as tenants of the crown, at a rent of one-fifth of the crop. The
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priests, however, were allowed to keep their freeholds, as being a
privileged order in the state.

Thus this Asiatic minister made the king the landlord of the
country, and the land was held by what is now known in Asia as
the Ryot tenure. But in Asia the farmers are tenants at a change-
able rack-rent of about one-half of the crop; whereas the Egyp-
tians paid a fixt and low rent of one-fifth. The Egyptian land-
holder was therefore rich enough to have peasants or slaves under
him, while the Indian Ryot is himself the peasant-tenant of the
crown. This rent was in the place of all direct taxes, and, except
the duties upon manufactures, and upon the exports and imports,
no other tax was laid upon Egypt till it was conquered by the
Persians.

Asseth, one of these Phenician kings, is said to have brought, no
doubt from Babylon the birth-place of astronomy, a better know-
ledge of the length of the year than was then found in Egypt. The
Egyptian year had been divided into twelve months of thirty days
each, and Asseth, without altering the months, added to the end of
the year five days, which were called by the Greeks the epagomence.
But this change in the calendar seems not to have been generally
received till a hundred years later, when it was ordered by one of
the Coptic kings of Thebes.

Soon after the death of Apophis, the kings of Thebes and Mem-
phis made common cause against the Phenicians, and, driving them
out of the rest of the country, blocked up their forces in the strong
city of Avaris. Here they were besieged by Amosis king of Thebes,
and then driven through the desert into Syria, where they built the
city of Jerusalem, while the unarmed part of the nation remained
as slaves in Lower Egypt.

Jones on Rent.

Manetho.
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From this time we find Upper Egypt rising in wealth and power ;
and though we are still told the names of the kings of Memphis,
they scem to have been under the sceptre of their more powerful
Theban neighbours. The inscriptions of the reigns of Amun-mai
Thor II. and Osirtesen II., at Cosseir, the port on the Red Sea which
is nearest to Thebes, prove that the trade to Arabia and across
Arabia had begun even before the Phenicians had been driven out
of Egypt.

Chebros, the son of Amosis, reigned after him; and the Jews,
who had been well treated in the Delta in grateful recollection of
the services of Joseph, now began to be harshly used by the Theban
kings ; task-masters were set over them, and they were cruelly
over-worked at the fortifications of Memphis and Heliopolis, and
at the other buildings of Lower Egypt.

Amunothph L, the son-in-law of Chebros, reigned next. He is
the first of the kings whose tombs are now found in the Valley of
Tombs near Thebes. These royal burial-places are tunnelled into
the side of the hills, and are wide and lofty rooms, whose ceilings
are upheld by columns, and whose walls are covered with paintings
and sculptures. In the tomb of Amunothph I. are well-formed
statues, and sculptures in high relief ; on one of the walls is painted
a funeral procession by water, with a mummy lying in one of the
boats, which shows how very early were the customs both of
making mummies and of ferrying the dead over the river, which
Diodorus saw in use thirteen hundred years later, and from which
the Greeks borrowed the boat of Charon.

Mesphra-Thothmosis I. made some additions to the great temple
at Thebes, which had been begun by Osirtesen L. ; he also built at
Tombos in Ethiopia, whence we learn that part of that country had
already been brought under the sceptre of Egypt.



THEBAN KINGS. ’ 7

Amun-Nitocris, or Neit-thor (for the guttural is written either
with a TH or a c), the last Memphite sovereign, then reigned over
Thebes. Eratosthenes says that she reigned for her husband. She
was handsome among women and brave among men, and one of
the more powerful sovereigns of Egypt; she was a great builder,
and set up two obelisks and two small temples at Thebes, and built
the smallest of the three large pyramids near Memphis. Hence-
forth all Egypt was under one sceptre.

Mesphra-Thothmosis I1. was most likely the husband of Nitocris;
he outlived her, and in many cases had her name cut out of the
monuments, and his own carved in the place of it. He added to the
buildings at Thebes, and built at Samneh in Ethiopia.

Thothmosis III. also added to the buildings at Thebes, and built
at Memphis, at Heliopolis, at Samneh, and at Talmis in Ethiopia.
In his tomb at Thebes, which, like those of the other kings, is a set
of spacious rooms tunnelled into the hill, is a painting of men of
the several conquered nations bringing gifts to the king. There
are Egyptians; there are negroes bearing ivory, apes, and leopard-
skins ; there are Ethiopians with rings, hides, apes, leopards, ivory,
ostrich-eggs and feathers, a camelopard, hounds with handsome
collars, and long-horned oxen ; and there are men of a white nation,
with short beard?and white dresses, bringing gloves, vases, a bear,
an elephant, and a chariot with horses. At Thebes there is a brick
arch with this king’s name upon it; and, though there are vaulted
rooms of an earlier time, this is perhaps the earliest arch known.

There are two chains of reasoning by which we may hope to fix
the date of this reign : first, Herodotus says that Mceris, a king who
governed Memphis, lived nine hundred years before his time ; se-
condly, Theon says that Menophres was king when the calendar was
reformed, and when the dog-star rose heliacally on the first day of

Wilkinson's
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the month of Thoth, or B.c. 1321. On which we remark—first,
that Meeris and Menophres were most likely a Thothmosis, as they
are nearer to Mesphres than to any other name ; second, that the
figure of Thothmosis III. is often drawn with a palm-branch, the
hieroglyphic for ¢year,” in each hand, which may be meant to point
out that he made some change in the length of the civil year ; third,
that Plutarch says that the god Thoth, who may in this case have
been meant for Thothmosis, taught the Egyptians the true length
of the year. These reasons are perhaps not very strong; but ina
part of the history where we find so few traces of chronology, we
follow any thing which seems as if it would guide us.

Amunothph II. has left his name upon temples at Apollinopolis
Parva, at Eilethyas, and at Elephantine, of all of which he was most
likely the builder. The sculptures in his tomb are in the best style
of Egyptian art, for borders, for vases, and for the human figure.
This seems to have been the king who drove the Israelites out
of Egypt. He was warned by the priests, says the Egyptian histo-
rian, to cleanse the country of the lepers who were working in the
quarries on the east side of the Nile. They had then risen in arms
under the guidance of a priest of Heliopolis, named Osarsiph [or
Joseph], who afterwards changed his name to Moses. He made
laws for his countrymen, and bound them by an odth not to worship
the gods and sacred animals of Egypt.

The Jews marched out of the Delta, in number six hundred thou-
sand men, beside women and children. After leaving the head of
the Red Sea, they turned southward, along the €oast, to Mount
Sinai, and then northward, by Petra, towards Canaan; and with
them went out a crowd of Arabs, who were part of the Phenician
herdsmen of the Delta, and who are called Mixed People by the
Jewish writers.
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Thothmosis IV. built the small temple between the fore-legs of Hietoglyphics
the great Sphinx near Memphis; but it may be doubted whether plate 0
the rock was carved into the form of this huge monster in his reign,
or at an earlier time. He built at El Berkel, the capital of Ethio- Wilkinson's
pia; and in the sculptures on the walls of a temple at Silsilis he is
being carried in a palanquin, surrounded by his fan-bearers, and
receiving the gifts of the conquered nations.

Amunothph III. seems to have built more in Ethiopia than any
other Egyptian king ; he also began the temple of Luxor ; but he
is most known by his colossal statue at Thebes, called the statue
of Memnon, which is sixty feet high though sitting, and which
Strabo, Pausanias, and so many other Greek and Roman travellers,
heard utter its far-famed musical sounds at sunrise.

Of Amunmai Anamek we know little beyond his statue in the
British Museum; and of Rameses I. nothing but his tomb at Thebes.

Amunmai Amunaan, or Osirei L., began the palaces at Abydos
and at Old Quorneh, and made great additions to the temple of
Karnak. The whole of his sculptures and buildings are remarkably
beautiful, and in the best style of art. His tomb is at Thebes; and
the sarcophagus which it once held is now in Sir John Soane’s
museum.

This king seems to have been successful in his wars, and among
the paintings on the walls of his tomb is a procession of the several
conquered nations bringing their gifts.

Rameses II., or the Great, was the king under whom Egypt
reached its greatest height in arns, in arts, and in wealth. His
palace at Thebes yielded to no building in the world for beauty and
costliness. Its spacious rooms, in the middle open to the sky, but
with roofs resting upon columns round the sides, were standing in Diod. Si.
all their glory when Hecatzus travelled in Upper Egypt, and its .



Tacitus,
Annal. lib. ii.

Diod. Sic.
lib. i. 49.

10 INTRODUCTION.

ruins are even now looked at with wonder by our travellers : it was
called the Memnonium, from the king’s first name, Amun-mai, or
Mi-amun, which the Greeks changed into Memnon. He added to
the temple of Luxor, and set up two obelisks in front of it, one of
which is now at Paris. The temple of Osiris, and the palace called
the Memnonium at Abydos, which were begun by his father, were
for the most part built in this reign. His statues and obelisks are
found in all parts of Egypt, and lead us to call this the Augustan,
or when speaking of Egypt we ought perhaps to say the Philadel-
phian, age of Coptic art: it had reached its greatest beauty, and
was not yet overloaded with ornament.

The sculptures on the walls of the Memnonium at Thebes show
the king’s victories over people of the Tartar, Arab, Ethiopian, and
Negro races ; and the hieroglyphics, which were read to Germani-
cus by one of the priests, recounted his conquests of the Libyans,
Ethiopians, Medes, Persians, Bactrians, Scythians, Syrians, Arme-
nians, Cappadocians, Bithynians, and Lycians, together with the
weight of gold and silver, and the other gifts, which these nations
sent to Thebes as their yearly tribute.

The population of the country may be counted at five millions
and a half, as there were seven hundred thousand men able to carry
arms; and the gold and silver mines alone were said to bring in
each year the unheard-of sum of three million two hundred thou-
sand mine, or seven millions sterling.

After the reigns of three other kings, about whom we know but
little, came Rameses III., whose palace at Medinet Abu, and other
buildings and historical sculptures, prove that his reign fell very
little short of that of Rameses II. in wealth and conquests.

He was followed by eight or ten other kings of the family, and
most of them of the name, of Rameses; but, during their reigns,
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Upper Egypt was falling and Lower Egypt rising in trade and
power. Few of these kings held Lower Egypt; some were even
vassals of the kings who then rose in Tanis and Bubastus; and
when the Grecian chiefs were fighting against Troy, before Homer
had called Egyptian Thebes the richest and greatest city in the
world, its glory had already passed—its sun had set even before the
day-break of Greek history ; and before the Jebusites had been con-
quered by David, and Jerusalem made the capital of Judaa, Thebes
had ceased to give laws to Egypt.

We are unable to show how the line of Theban kings joins that
of Lower Egypt; but the first king of Lower Egypt who sat upon
the throne of Rameses was Shishank of Bubastus, who has left the
history of his conquests in Asia and Ethiopia carved upon the great
temple of Karnak, by the side of those of Rameses II. ; and on the
figure of one of the conquered kings is written ¢ The king of Judah,’
in boast of his well-known conquest of Rehoboam.

Solomon had married the daughter of an Egyptian king, most
likely of Shishank, who, having taken the city of Gaza, gave it to
his son-in-law as his daughter’s dower.

The trade of Thebes seems to have been at all times large. When
navigation by sea was dangerous and little known, and not so cheap
as caravans through the desert, there was no carrying trade in the
world that could vie for ease and speed with that on the Nile, which
brought the wealth of India and Arabia from the ports on the Red
Sea to the coasting vessels of the Mediterranean. But when Mem-
phis was at war with Thebes the trade of the Nile was stopt, and
the caravans of Arabia then sought Jerusalem and Tyre, through
the city of Petra; and Solomon and Hiram fitted out their ships
on the Red Sea.

B.C. 970.

2 Chron. xii.

1 ngs, ix.



Herodotus,
lib. ii.

Aristoteles,

de Rep. vii. 10.

Manetho.

B.C. 900.

Manetho.

Wilkinson’s
Thebes.

Manetho.

12 INTRODUCTION.

Thebes never regained the power which it then lost. Its crowded
population had been fed by the rich corn-fields of the Delta, its
priests and nobles had been enriched by the tributes of its foreign
provinces, and by the trade which floated upon the Nile: it lost every
thing when it lost Lower Egypt, and it soon found itself unable to
hold Ethiopia.

Shishank, also, if he was the same Kking as the Sesostris of Hero-
dotus, overran Scythia and Thrace, and on his return home left a
body of troops behind him, who founded the city of Colchis. He
also tried to gain part of the trade of the Red Sea for Lower Egypt,
by making a ship-canal between Suez and the nearest branch of the
Nile, but he was unable to finish the work. He set apart the sol-
diers as a privileged order in the state, as the priests had been since
the time of Joseph.

Osorkon I. followed his father Shishank, and also held Thebes ;
and after him some of the kings of the name of Rameses may have
regained the throne of their fathers. Butin a few years Takelothe,
a king of Bubastus, is again reigning at Thebes.

Osorkon II., Shishank II., and other kings of Tanis, then go-
verned Egypt; and after them Bocchoris of Sais, one of the great
Egyptian lawgivers; and it was no doubt from the weakness
brought upon the country by these civil wars and changes that
Egypt then fell an easy prey to the Ethiopians.

The three kings of Ethiopia who held Egypt have left their names
carved in hieroglyphics on the temples of Thebes; and were most
likely of the same race, spoke the same tongue, and worshipped
the same gods, as the other kings of Egypt. Sabacon, the first
of them, conquered Thebes, Memphis, and Sais,—while the last of
the kings of Tanis still held out in his own city; but Sevechus, or
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So, was master of the whole of Egypt, and was courted by Hoshea
king of Israel, when he was in danger from his warlike neighbour
the king of Assyria, because the Jews had left off paying the yearly
tribute. The Assyrians, however, overran Judea, and the Egyptian
alliance was broken; and though Tirhakah, the third Ethiopian
king of Egypt, threatened to march against Palestine, he does not
seem to have done so.

On the fall of the Ethiopians, the kings of Sais gained the mas-
tery of Egypt; and under them the population, the trade, and the
power of the country were very great; but, as their thoughts and
wealth were not turned towards building or the arts, we have now
but few traces of their greatness.

Nechepsus, the first of the Saitic kings, has left a name known
for his priestly learning ; and his astronomical writings are quoted
by Pliny. He was followed by Necho I., Psammetichus I., and
Necho II. The last stretched his arms from Ethiopia to the Eu-
phrates, and slew Josiah king of Judah at Megiddo ; and, when the
Jews made Jehoahaz king, he took him prisoner, and made Eliakim,
the elder brother, king in his place ; and he made Judza pay a yearly
tribute to Egypt of one hundred talents of silver and one talent of
gold, or about twenty thousand pounds sterling. But, five years
afterwards, Necho was beaten in pitched battle by Nebuchadnezzar,
and lost all that had belonged to Egypt between the Euphrates and
the Nile.

Necho sent some Phenicians on a voyage of discovery, to circum-
navigate Africa; they set sail down the Red Sea, and after a coast-
ing voyage of two years, they again reached Egypt, through the
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that the voyage was really performed : they said that as they sailed
towards the west the sun was on their right hand. This could only
have been true on the south side of the equator.

We do not know by what soldiers Shishank and the other kings
of Lower Egypt overthrew the hardy troops of Rameses; but, as
the Greeks had from the earliest time settled in the ports of the
Delta, and had already proved to the world and to themselves their
skill in arms, they most likely formed part of the armies. At any
rate the throne of these Saitic kings was upheld by Greek swords ;
and a Greek inscription at Aboo Simbal, in Ethiopia, proves that
the Ionian and Carian mercenaries guarded the southern border of
the kingdom of Psammetichus II., who then came to the throne.

Apries, or Hophra, succeeded ; and to him Zedekiah sent for help
when Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem. Apriesled his army
against Sidon, and sent his fleet against Tyre, and the Chaldees
raised the siege. But in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, when
his army was beaten in an attack upon Cyrene, the Egyptians set
up Amasis as king; and though the Carians and Ionians stood
faithful to Apries, he was overthrown and put to death by Amasis
and the native troops.

Amasis built a temple to Isis at Memphis, and added to the temple
of Neith at Sais. He cultivated the friendship of the Greeks, and
gave the city of Naucratis, on the Canobic mouth of the Nile, to
those who chose to settle there, and gave them great commercial
privileges. At Naucratis the several cities of Greece built temples
to Jupiter, Juno, and Apollo; and one, called the Grecian temple,
was built at the joint cost of many cities.

Amasis conquered the island of Cyprus, which continued for so
many years afterwards a part of Egypt. He is said to have married
a daughter of Battus king of Cyrene; but we have in the British
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Museum the sarcophagus of one of his wives, a daughter of Psam-
metichus.

Under the favour now shown to the Greeks, Solon the Athenian
lawgiver visited Egypt, and, while carrying on his trade of an oil-
merchant, studied the manners and customs of the country; and
from the Egyptians he copied the law, that every man should be
called upon by the magistrate to give an account of how he earned
his livelihood. Pythagoras also studied in Egypt, and may have
there learnt his doctrine of the transmigration of the soul after
death into a new body. He may also have gained in Egypt his
mathematical knowledge, by which he afterwards found out his
famous proposition of the square of the hypothenuse being equal
to the squares of the other sides in a right-angled triangle.

Psammenitus succeeded his father Amasis, but his reign was short
and unfortunate. Cambyses king of Persia marched against Egypt
at the head of a large army ; on his approach, Phanes, with a body
of Greek mercenaries, went over to him, and he overthrew the
Egyptian army, with the rest of the Greeks, near Pelusium ; he
then took Memphis and Sais, and put Psammenitus to death within
six months of his coming to the throne.

Thus ended the dynasties of Lower Egypt, which had lasted,
though not without a break, for four hundred years, beginning with
the reign of Shishank. They had long stood by the help of Greek
mercenaries, and they fell when the Greeks under Phanes went
over to the Persians.

Cambyses governed the Egyptians with the harshness and cruelty
of a conqueror; he ill-treated the nobles, scourged the priests,
laughed at their religion, killed the sacred bull Apis with his own
hand, and carried away with him all the gold and silver that he
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could find in the temples. He made Egypt a Persian province,
and put it under a satrap, whose duty it was to squeeze the country
of its wealth for the benefit of Persia.

Darius Hystaspes was so far taken up with his wars with Greece
that, in the fourth year of his reign, the Egyptians were able to
throw off the Persian yoke. They do not however seem to have set
up a king of their own, but for thirty-four years continued in name
under the sceptre of Persia. A temple built in the great oasis during
this reign bears the name of Darius, and the ship-canal, from the
Red Sea to the Nile near Pelusium, was at last finished ; but we
know not whether the well-being of Egypt, at this time, arose from
its successful rebellion or from the mild treatment of its foreign
king.

Xerxes, in the second year of his reign, again made Egypt bend
under the Persian yoke, and sent his brother Acheemenes as satrap
of the province.

In the beginning of the reign of Artaxerxes, Inarus king of Libya
was successful in raising Egypt against Persia, and called in the
Athenians to his help. They sailed from Cyprus in two hundred
ships, and blockaded the Persians in a part of Mempbhis called the
White Wall.

Artaxerxes then sent to Sparta, to try to get the Athenians called
home by an attack of the Lacedemonians on Athens. The Lace-
demonians were unsuccessful ; but Megabazus, the Persian general,
reconquered Egypt, and put Inarus to death. Some of the Egyp-
tians however still held out, in the marshes of the Delta, against
the Persian forces, and neither Artaxerxes, nor Darius Nothus after
him, were able to conquer them.

It was in the reign of Artaxerxes that Herodotus, the father of
history, visited Egypt, and was as much struck by the high state
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to which the arts and sciences had been there carried as by the won-
ders of the Sphinx and pyramids; and he carried back to Greece
the doctrine, before unheard of, of the immortality of the soul and
a life after death. His description of the country, the people, and
their religion is in the highest degree curious; but, as he seems to
have learnt nothing from the priests of Mempbhis about the early
kings, except those who were natives of the Delta, his history is
only valuable for the kings of the Saitic dynasty.

About the same time, though most likely a little earlier, Hella-
nicus visited Egypt. He wrote a description of the country, which
was to be met with in the libraries of Alexandria for above six hun-
dred years, but is since lost.

In the reign of Darius Nothus, the Persians were again driven
out of Egypt; and Amyrtaeus of Sais, who had for some little time
been reigning in the marshes, made himself king, and the country
was once more free. He reigned quietly for six years; he added
to the buildings in Thebes, and in the great oasis; he set up an
obelisk at Memphis; and the beautiful sarcophagus in which he
was buried is now lying in the British Museum.

Pausiris, his son, succeeded him, but rather as a satrap of Persia
than as a king ; and we next find five kings of Mendes following
one another on the throne of Egypt: Nepherites, Achoris, Psam-
muthes, Muthes, and Nepherites. They were in league with
Cyprus, and were sometimes helped by the Athenians against the
Persians.

Nectanebo I., of Sebennytus, then reigned over Egypt, and Ar-
taxerxes Mnemon sent against him an army of two hundred thou-
sand men under his general Pharnabazus, with twenty thousand
Greeks under Iphicrates of Athens. But the overflow of the Nile,
and the jealousy between the generals, defeated this expedition.
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Diogenes In this reign Eudoxus the astronomer, Chrysippus the physician,

and S;rvt;lbo and Plato, the still more famous philosopher, came to Egypt with
friendly letters from Agesilaus king of Sparta, to Nectanebo and
the priests. Of the schools of Egypt at this time we unfortunately
know nothing ; but we can have no greater proof of the esteem in
which they were held, than that these three men, each at the head
of his own branch of science, should have come to Egypt to finish

Diog, Laert their studies. Here Eudoxus may have learnt from Ichonuphys
of Heliopolis, under whom he studied, the true length of the year
and of the month, upon which he formed his octaéterid, a period
of eight years or ninety-nine months ; Chrysippus may have learnt
anatomy, which the prejudices of the Greeks forbad him to study
at home; and Plato may have learnt the doctrine of the immor-
tality of the soul.

We find the name of Nectanebo on the buildings of Thebes and
of the island of Phile, which shows that the arts were not wholly
dead in this reign.

lliii'o;i;'ssi’;: Teos, or Tachus, then succeeded ; but he had to defend his throne

against the power of the Persians, who still looked upon Egypt as

a province in a state of rebellion. He was helped by a large body

of Spartan mercenaries, under the command of their own king Age-

silaus, and his fleet was led by Chabrias the Athenian, who was

fighting for the Egyptians against the command of his own state ;

for the Athenians and Spartans had lately changed sides, and the
Athenians were now helping the Persians.

aristoteles,  In this hard struggle for freedom, when the treasure of Tachus,

b.ii.  and the sums raised willingly by the priests, were spent, Chabrias

persuaded the king to put a duty on the sale of corn; before this

time all taxes, except the crown-rent on land, were unknown in
Egypt.
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When Tachus led his Greek mercenaries into Syria against the
Persians, the Egyptian troops set up Nectanebo II. as king ; and
Tachus fled to Persia, and even suffered himself to be named gene-
ral of the invading army of Persians, against whom he was only a
month before opposed. The Persian invasion was, however, stopt
by the death of Artaxerxes; but, nevertheless, Tachus and his twenty
thousand Greeks overthrew the Egyptian army of one hundred
thousand men, and regained the kingdom ; but his death, which
followed immediately, left Nectanebo king.

Nectanebo II. was for several years successful in keeping his
throne against the armies of Persia, mainly by helping the Pheni-
cians, who stood between Egypt and the invader. But most of the
Greek states ranged themselves on the side of Persia; and though
Nectanebo had twenty thousand Greeks in his pay, he was at last
conquered by Ochus, and he fled with his treasures to Ethiopia.

On this, Egypt again became a Persian province. Ochus care-
fully levelled the fortifications of the cities, and carried with him
into Persia a large weight of silver and gold, together with the sa-
cred records from the temples, which however were afterwards sent
back for a sum of money that was raised by the priests to ransom
them. The country then remained for seventeen years under a Per-
sian satrap, till Alexander the Great, having conquered Darius in
Asia Minor, instead of marching upon Persia, turned aside to the
easier conquest of Egypt. '

Alexander was stopt for some time before the little town of Gaza,
where Batis, the brave governor, had the courage to close the gates
against the Greek army. His impatience at being checked by so
small a force was only equalled by his cruelty when he had over-
come it; he tied Batis by the heels to his chariot, and dragged him
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round the walls of the city, as Achilles had dragged the body of
Hector. :

On the seventh day after leaving Gaza he reached Pelusium, the
most easterly town in Egypt, after a march of one hundred and
seventy miles along the coast of the Mediterranean, through a
desert which forms the natural boundary of the country. The fleet
kept close to the shore to carry the stores, as no fresh water is to
be met with on the whole line of the march. The Egyptians did
not even try to hide their joy at his approach: they were bending
very unwillingly under the heavy and hated yoke of the Persians,
who had long been looked upon as their natural enemies, and who
in the pride of their success had added insults to the other evils of
being governed by the satrap of a conqueror. They had not even
gained the respect of the conquered by their warlike courage, for
Egypt had in a great part been conquered and held by Greek mer-
cenaries.

The Persian forces had been for the most part withdrawn from
the country by Sabaces, the satrap of Egypt, to meet Alexander in
Asia Minor, and had formed part of the army of Darius when he
was beaten near the town of Issus on the coast of Cilicia. The

. garrisons were not strong enough to guard the towns left in their

charge ; the Greek fleet easily overpowered the Egyptian fleet in
the harbour of Pelusium, and the town opened its gates to Alexan-
der. Here he left a garrison, and ordering his fleet to meet him at
Memphis, he marched the shortest way to Heliopolis, leaving the
Nile on his right hand. All the towns on his march opened their
gates to him. Mazakes, who had been left without an army as sa-
trap of Egypt when Sabaces led the troops into Asia Minor, and
who had heard of the shameful flight of Darius, of the death of Sa-
baces, and that Alexander was master of Phenicia, Syria, and the
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north of Arabia, had no choice but to yield up the fortified cities
without a struggle. The Macedonian army crossed the Nile near
Heliopolis, and then entered Memphis,

Memphis had long been the capital of all Egypt. In earlier ages,
when the warlike virtues of the Thebans had made Egypt the great-
est kingdom in the world, Memphis and the lowland corn-fields of
the Delta paid tribute to Thebes ; but, with the improvements in
navigation, the cities on the coast rose in wealth ; the navigation
of the Red Sea, though always dangerous, became less dreaded, and
Thebes lost the toll on the carrying trade of the Nile. Wealth alone,
however, would not have given the sovereignty to Lower Egypt,
had not the Greek mercenaries been at hand to fight for those who
would pay them. The kings of Sais had guarded their thrones with
Greek shields; and it was on the rash but praiseworthy attempt
of Amasis to lessen the power of these mercenaries that they joined
Cambyses, and Egypt became a Persian province.

In the struggles of the Egyptians to throw off the Persian yoke,
we have seen little more than the Athenians and Spartans carrying
on their old quarrels on the plains of the Delta ; hence, when Alex-
ander by his successes in Greece had put a stop to the feuds at home,
the mercenaries of both parties flocked to his conquering standard,
and he found himself on the throne of Upper and Lower Egypt
without any struggle being made against him by the Egyptians.

Alexander’s success as a general is almost thrown into the shade
by his wisdom as a statesman. On reaching Memphis, his first care
was to prove to the Egyptians that he was come to re-establish
their ancient monarchy. He went in state to the temple of Apis, and
sacrificed to the sacred bull, as the native kings had done at their
coronations ; and gained the good will of the crowd by games and
music which were performed by skilful Greeks for their amusement.

Denon,
plate 134.
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But though the temple of Pthah at Memphis, in which the state
ceremonies were performed, had risen in beauty and importance
by the repeated additions of the later kings, who had fixed the seat
of government in Lower Egypt, yet the Sun, or Amun-Ra, or
Kneph-Ra, the god of Thebes, or Jupiter-Ammon as he was called
by the Greeks, was the god under whose spreading wings Egypt
had seen its proudest days. Every Egyptian king had called him-
self ‘the son of the Sun;’ those who had reigned at Thebes had
boasted that they were ‘ beloved by Amun-Ra;’ and when Alexan-
der ordered the ancient titles to be used towards himself, he wished
to lay his offerings in the temple of the god, and to be acknowledged
by the priests as his son. As a reader of Homer, and the pupil of
Aristotle, he must have wished to see the wonders of ¢ Egyptian
Thebes,’ the proper place for this ceremony ; and it could only have
been because, as a general, he had not time for a march of nine
hundred miles, that he chose the nearer and less known temple of
Kneph-Ra, in the Oasis of Ammon.

Arrian, Ib.iii.  Accordingly, he floated down the river from Memphis to the sea,
taking with him the light-armed troops and the royal band of
knights-companions. When he reached Canopus, he sailed round
the lake Marias and landed at Rhacotis, a small town on the spot
where Alexandria now stands. Here he made no stay; but, as he
passed through it, he must have seen at a glance, for he was never
there a second time, that the place was formed by nature to be a
great harbour, and that with a little help from art it would be the

Ammianus  port of all Egypt. He afterwards gave his orders to Dinocrates

Mbaxi” the architect to improve the harbour and to lay down the plan of
his new city; and we shall hereafter see that the success of the
undertaking proved the wisdom both of the statesman and of
the builder.
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From Rhacotis he marched along the coast to Parztonium, a
distance of about two hundred miles through the desert ; and there,
or on his way there, he was met by the ambassadors from Cyrene,
who were sent with gifts to beg for peace, and to ask him to honour
their city with a visit.

Cyrene, which together with four smaller cities was afterwards
called the Pentapolis, was a Greek colony on the coast of the Me-
diterranean ; it separated Carthage from Egypt, and was founded
by Aristeus Battus, the son of Grinnus, king of the island of The-
ramenis. He had landed on the coast with his Dorian followers,
and had driven back the people of the country, who were a wan-
dering race of herdsmen called Marmaride, most likely part of
the Arab race who had held Lower Egypt under the Shepherd
kings.

Alexander graciously received the gifts of the Cyrensans, and

promised them his friendship, but could not spare the time to visit
their city; and, without stopping, he marched southward to the
oasis.
. The oasis of Ammon is the most northerly of the three oases
of the Libyan desert. It is a green and shady valley in the midst
of parched sand hills, refreshed by a deep spring of water, which,
as it is always of nearly the same heat, seems cool in the hot hours
of the day and warm when the air is cool at night. This little stream,
after flowing through the valley, is lost in the dry sands. The spot
was a halting-place for caravans passing from Parztonium to the
next oasis, and it also carried on a small trade in sending to Lower
Egypt its valuable salt, which from the name of the place was called
salt of Ammonia.

Here stood the temple of Amun-Ra. The figure of the god was
that of a man having the head and horns of a ram; and the piety
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of the merchants, who left their treasures in the strong rooms of
the temple while they rested their camels under the palm-trees,
had loaded the statue with jewels. On holidays the priests carried
the god about on a gilt barge, with silver dishes hanging from each
side, while matrons and virgins followed singing his praises.

Alexander, on his approach with his army, was met by the chief
priest of the temple, who, whether willing or unwilling, had no
choice but to hail the conqueror of Egypt as  the son of Amun-Ra ;’
and having left his gifts in the temple, and gained the end of his
journey, he returned the shortest way to Mempbhis.

Alexander has been much laughed at by the Greeks for calling
himself the son of Ammon; but it should be remembered that it
was only among people who worshipped and built temples to their
kings that he, for reasons of state, called himself a god; that he
never was guilty of the folly of claiming such honours in Greece,
or of his Greek soldiers; and that among his friends he always.
allowed his divinity to be made the subject of a good-humoured
joke.

At Memphis he received the ambassadors that came from Greece
to wish him joy of his success; he reviewed his troops, and gave
out his plans for the government of his new kingdom ; he divided
the country into two nomarchies or judgeships, and to fill these two
offices of nomarchs or chief judges, the highest civil offices in the
kingdom, he chose Doloaspis and Pet-isis, two Egyptians. Their
duty was to watch over the due administration of justice, one in
Upper and the other in Lower Egypt, and perhaps to hear appeals
from the lower judges.

He left the garrisons in the command of his own Greek generals ;
Pantaleon commanded the counts, or knights-companions, who
garrisoned Memphis, and Polemon was governor of Pelusium.
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These were the chief fortresses in the kingdom: Memphis over-
looked the Delta, the navigation of the river, and the pass to Upper
Egypt; Pelusium was the harbour for the ships of war, and the
frontier town on the only side on which Egypt could be attacked.
The other cities were given to other governors; Licidas com-

manded the mercenaries, Eugnostus was secretary, while Aschylus -

and Ephippus were left as overlookers, or perhaps, in the language
of modern governments, as civil commissioners. Orders were given
to all these generals that justice was to be administered by the
Egyptian nomarchs according to the common law, or ancient cus-
toms of the land. Pet-isis, however, either never entered upon his
office or soon quitted it, and Doloaspis was left nomarch of all Egypt.

This is perhaps the earliest instance that history has recorded,
of a conqueror governing a province according to its own laws, and
upholding the religion of the conquered as the established religion
of the state; and the length of time that the Greeco-Egyptian mo-
narchy lasted, and the splendour with which it shone, prove the
wisdom and humanity of the founder. This example has been
copied, with equal success, in our own colonial and Indian govern-
ments ; but we do not know whether Alexander had any such ‘ex-
ample to guide his views, or whether his own good sense pointed
out to him the folly of those who wished to make a people not only
open their gates to the garrisons, but their minds to the civil and
religious opinions of the conquerors. At any rate, the highest
meed of praise is due to the statesman, whoever he may have been,
who first taught the world this lesson of statesmanlike wisdom and
religious humanity.

Alexander did not stay longer than was necessary to give these
orders. He had found time to talk with Psammo, the philosopher
of the greatest name then in Memphis ; but, though the buildings
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of Upper Egypt were unvisited, he hastened towards the Euphrates
to meet Darius. In his absence Egypt remained quiet and happy ;
and though Cleomenes, who was at the head of the taxes, seems in
his zeal to have forgotten the mild feelings which guided his mas-
ter, yet upon the whole, after the galling yoke of the Persians, the
Egyptians must have felt grateful for the blessings of justice and
good government.

One summer, when the harvest had been less plentiful than usual,
Cleomenes forbad the export of corn, which was a large part of the
trade of Egypt. On this, the heads of the provinces sent to him
in alarm, to say that they should not be able to get in the usual
amount of tribute: he therefore allowed the export as usual, but
raised the duty; by which he received a larger revenue at the very
time that the landholders were suffering from a smaller crop.

At another time, when passing along the Nile in his barge, in
the Thebaid, he was wrecked, and one of his children bitten by a
crocodile. On this plea, he called together the priests, probably of
Crocodilopolis, where this animal was held sacred, and told them
that he was going to revenge himself upon the crocodiles by having
them all caught and killed ; and he was only bought off from car-
rying his threat into execution by the priests giving him all the
treasure which they could get together.

Alexander had left orders that the great market should be moved
from Canopus to his new city of Alexandria, as soon as it should
be ready to receive it. As the building went forward, the priests
and rich traders of Canopus, in alarm at losing the advantages of
their port, gave Cleomenes a large sum of money for leave to keep
their market. This sum he took, and when the building at Alexan-
dria was finished he again came to Canopus, and because the tra-
ders would not or could not raise a second and larger sum, he car-
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ried Alexander’s orders into execution, and closed the market.of
their city.

But instances, such as these, of a public officer making use of
dishonest means to raise the amount of revenue which it.was his
duty to collect, might, unfortunately, be found even in countries
which were for the most part enjoying the blessings of wise laws
and good government ; and it is not probable that, while Alexander
was with the army in Persia, the acts of fraud and wrong should
have been fewer in his own kingdom of Macedonia.

The dishonesty of Cleomenes was indeed equally shown toward

the Macedonians, by his wish to cheat the troops out of part of
their pay. The pay of the soldiers was due on the first day of each
month, but on that day he took care to be out of the way, and the
soldiers were paid a few days later ; and by doing the same on each
following month, he at length changed the pay-day to the last day
of the month, and cheated the army of a month’s pay.
A somatophylax, in the Macedonian army, was no doubt at first,
as the word means, one of the officers who had.to answer for the
safety of the king’s person—perhaps, in modern language, a colonel
in the body-guards or household troops: but as, in unmixed mo-
narchies, the faithful officer who was nearest the king’s person, to
whose watchfulness he trusted in the hour of danger, often found
himself the king’s adviser in matters of state, so, in the time of
Alexander, the title of somatophylax was given to those generals
on whose wisdom the king chiefly leant, and by whose advice he
was usually guided. Among these, and foremost in Alexander's
love and esteem, was Ptolemy the son of Lagus.

Philip, the father of Alexander, had given Arsinoég, one of his
relations, in marriage to Lagus ; and her eldest son Ptolemy, born
soon after the marriage, was always thought to be the king’s son,
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though never so acknowledged. He was put into the highest offices
by Philip, without raising in Alexander’s mind the distrust which
might have been felt if Ptolemy had boasted that he was the elder
brother. He had earned the good opinion of Alexander by his
military successes in Asia, and had gained his gratitude by saving
his life when he was in danger among the Oxydrace, near the river
Indus; and moreover, Alexander looked up to him as the historian
whose literary powers and knowledge of military tactics were to
hand down to the wonder of future ages those conquests of which
he was an eye-witness.

Alexander’s victories over Darius, and march to the river Indus,
are no part of this history: it is enough to say that he died at
Babylon, eight years after he had entered Egypt; and his half-
brother Philip Arrideus, a weak-minded unambitious young man,
was declared by the generals assembled at Babylon to be his suc-
cessor. His royal blood united more voices in the army in his fa-
vour than the warlike and statesmanlike character of any one of the
rival generals. They were forced to be content with dividing the
provinces between them ; some hoping to govern by their power
over the weak mind of Arrideeus, and others secretly meaning to
make themselves independent.

In this weighty matter, Ptolemy showed the wisdom and judge-
ment which had already gained him his high character. Though
his military rank and skill were equal to those of any one of the
generals of Alexander, and his claim by birth perhaps equal to that
of Arridseus, he was not one of those who had aimed at the throne ;
nor had he even aimed at the second place, but left to Perdiccas
the regency, with the care of the king’s person, in whose name that
ambitious general vainly hoped to govern the whole of Alexander’s
conquests. But Ptolemy, more wisely measuring his strength with
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the several tasks, chose the province of Egypt, the province which

was of all others, from its insulated position, the easiest to be held

as an independent kingdom against the power of Perdiccas: and,  Arrian.
when Egypt was given to Ptolemy by the council of generals, Cleo- ™
menes was at the same time and by the same power made second

in command, and he governed Egypt for one year before Ptolemy’s

arrival.
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PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS,

OR PTOLEMY SOTER.

WHENEVER a man of ambition aims at raising himself by means
of industry and ability to a higher rank in the world than that in
which he was born, if he seeks to throw off his family and to break
those ties by which he fancies that he is held back, the opinion of
the world as certainly chains him to the load that he wishes to rise
from. Any body with less good sense and knowledge of mankind
than Ptolemy would have called himself the natural son of Philip
Amyntas, and would have wished his relationship with Lagus to
have been forgotten; but we may be sure that in that case the
name of Lagus would have been thrown at him as a reproach, and
he more wisely took it as his title; instead of being ashamed of
his father’s name he ennobled it, and took care that his children
and his children’s children should be proud of being of the family
of the Lagide.

He was one of those who, at the death of Alexander, had raised
their voices against giving the whole of the conquered countries
to one king; he had wished that they should have been shared
equally among the generals as independent kingdoms ; but in this
he was overruled, and he accepted his government as the lieutenant
of Philip Arrideeus, though no doubt with the fixed purpose of
making Egypt an independent kingdom. On reaching Memphis,
the seat of his government, his whole thoughts were turned toward
strengthening himself against Perdiccas, who hoped to be obeyed,
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in the name of his young and weak-minded king, by all his fellow
generals.

The Greek and foreign mercenaries, of which the army of Alex-
ander was made up, and who were faithful to his memory and to
his family, had little to guide them in the choice of which leader
they should follow to his distant province, beside the thought of
where they should be best treated ; and Ptolemy’s high character
for wisdom, generosity, and warlike skill had gained many friends
for him among the officers: they saw that the wealth of Egypt .
would put it in his power to reward those whose services were
valuable to him ; and hence crowds flocked to his standard.

On reaching their provinces, the Greek soldiers, proud of their
conquests and of their late king, always called themselves Mace-
donians ; they pleased themselves with the thought that the whole
of the conquered countries were still governed by the brother
of Alexander; and no one of his generals was unwise enough, in
his wildest thoughts of ambition—whether aiming like Ptolemy at
founding a kingdom, or like Perdiccas at the government of the
world,—to throw off the title of lieutenant to Philip Arrideeus, and
to forfeit the love of the Macedonian soldiers and his best claim
to their loyalty.

The first act of Ptolemy was to put to death Cleomenes, who had
been made receiver-general of the taxes by Alexander, and who had
afterwards been made sub-governor of Egypt by the same council
of generals which had made Ptolemy governor. This may easily
have been called for by the dishonesty and crooked dealing which
Cleomenes had been guilty of in getting in the taxes ; and while the
whole tenor of Ptolemy’s life would disprove the charge, we must
not accuse him of being led to this deed because he might have
looked upon Cleomenes as the friend of Perdiccas, or because
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he could not trust him in his plans for making himself king of
Egypt.

The first addition which he made to his kingdom was the little
state of Cyrene and its sister cities, which had before asked for
the friendship of Alexander, but was still in name a free state. It
was then being torn to pieces by the struggles of two parties for
power, which ended in an appeal to arms; and the nobles were
driven out to seek for help from Ptolemy. This was readily granted :
he led them back in triumph into their city, and Cyrene became
the prize of the conquering umpire.

In the second year after the death of Alexander, the funeral train
set out from Babylon to carry the body of the conqueror to its
place of burial. This sacred charge had been given to a general
named Arrideus, who followed the chariot with a strong band of
soldiers. In every city through which the funeral passed the people
came out in crowds to gaze upon the dazzling show, and to pay
their last homage to the embalmed body of their king.

Perdiccas had given orders that it should be carried to ZAga in
Macedonia, the burial-place of Philip and his forefathers ; for such
was the love borne by the soldiers to Alexander, even after his death,
that it was thought that the city which should have the honour of
being his last resting-place would be the seat of government for the
whole of his wide conquests.

But Ptolemy had gained over Arridezus to favour his ambitious
views ; and when the funeral reached Syria he met it with an army
which he led out of Egypt to honour and to guard the sacred prize.
He then gave out that the body was to be buried in the oasis of
Ammon, in the temple of the god who had acknowledged Alexan-
der as his son ; but, when the joint armies reached Memphis, they
left it there, till the new city of Alexandria should be ready to re-
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ceive it ; and we shall soon see that Ptolemy, who never forgot to
reward any one who had been of use to him, gave to Arridzus the
earliest and greatest gift that he had in his power to give.
Perdiccas, who, in the death of Cleomenes and the seizure of
the body of Alexander, had seen quite enough proof that Ptolemy,
though he was too wise to take the name of king, had in reality
grasped the power, now led the Macedonian army against Egypt,
to enforce obedience and to punish the rebellious licutenant. He
carried with him the two kings, Philip Arrideeus and the infant
Alexander ZAgus, the son of Alexander the Great born after his
father’s death, both to ornament his army and to prove his right
to issue orders over the provinces. At Pelusium he was met by
Ptolemy, who had strengthened all his cities, and had left garrisons
in them ; and, when he laid siege to a small fortress near Pelusium,
Ptolemy forced him to withdraw his troops and to retire to his

.camp. At night, however, he left his trenches without any noise,

and marched hastily towards Memphis, leaving the garrisoned
towns in his rear.

In this bold and as it would seem rash step, Perdiccas was badly
supported by his generals. He was stern and overbearing in his
manner ; he never asked advice from a council of war ; his highest
officers were kept in the dark about tomorrow’s march ; he wished
to be obeyed, without caring to be loved. Ptolemy, on the other
hand, was just and mild to every body; he always sought the ad-
vice of his generals, and listened to them as his equals: he was
beloved alike by officers and soldiers. Hence when Perdiccas, in
his attempt to cross the Nile near Memphis, received a check from
the army of Ptolemy, whole bodies of men, headed by their gene-
rals, left their ranks and went over to the Egyptian army; and
among them Python, a general who had held the same rank under
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Alexander as Perdiccas himself, and who would no longer put up
with his haughty commands. On this the disorder spread through
the whole army, and Perdiccas soon fell by the hand of one of his
own soldiers.

On the death of their leader, all cause of war ceased. Ptolemy
sent food into the camp of the invading army, which then asked
for orders from him who the day before had been their enemy.
The princes, Philip Arrideeus and the young Alexander, both fell
into his hands ; and he might then, as guardian, in their name have
sent his orders over the whole of Alexander’s conquests. But, by
grasping at what was clearly out of his reach, he would have lost
more friends and power than he would have gained ; and when the
Macedonian phalanx, whose voice was law to the rest of the army,
asked his advice in the choice of a guardian for the two princes,
he recommended to them Python and Arrideeus—Python, who had
just joined him, and had been the cause of the rout of the Mace-
donian army, and Arrideeus, who had given up to him the body of
Alexander.

The Macedonian army, accordingly, chose Python and Arrideeus
as guardians, and as rulers with unlimited power over the whole of
Alexander’s conquests; but, though none of the Greek generals
who now held Asia Minor, Syria, Babylonia, Thrace, or Egypt,
dared to acknowledge it to the soldiers, yet in reality the power
of the guardians was limited to the litile kingdom of Macedonia.
With the death of Perdiccas, and the withdrawal of his army, Phe-
nicia and Cecelo-Syria were left unguarded, and almost without a
master ; and Ptolemy, who had before been kept back by his wise
forethought rather than by the moderation of his views, sent an
army under the command of Nicanor to conquer those countries.
Jerusalem was the only place that held out against the Egyptian
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army ; but Nicanor, seeing that on every seventh day the garrison
withdrew from the walls, chose that day for the assault, and gained
the city.

In the earlier times of Egyptian history, when navigation was
less easy and seas separated kingdoms instead of joining them, the
Thebaid enjoyed, under the Coptic kings, the trading wealth which
followed the stream of its great river, the longest piece of inland
navigation then known; but, with the improvement in navigation
and ship-building, countries began to feel their strength in the
timber of their forests and the number of their harbours; and, as
timber and sea-coast were equally unknown in the Thebaid, that
country fell as Lower Egypt rose ; the wealth which before centred
in Thebes was then found in the ports of the Delta, where the
barges of the Nile met the ships of the Mediterranean. What used
to be Egypt was an inland kingdom, bounded by the desert; but
Egypt under Ptolemy was a country on the sea-coast; and on the
conquest of Phenicia and Ccelo-Syria he was master of the forests
of Lebanon and Antilibanus, and stretched his coast from Cyrene
to Antioch, a distance of twelve hundred miles.

The wise and mild plans which were laid down by Alexander
for the government of Egypt, when a province, were easily followed
by Ptolemy when it became his own kingdom. The Macedonian
soldiers lived in their garrisons or in Alexandria under the Greek
laws ; while the Egyptian laws were administered by their own
priests, who were upheld in all the rights of their order and in their
freedom from land-tax. The temples of Pthah, of Amun-Ra, and
the other gods of the country were not only kept open but repaired
and built at the cost of the king; the religion of the people and
not the religion of the rulers was made the established religion of
the state. On the death of the god Apis, the sacred bull of Mem-
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phis, the chief of the animals which were kept and fed at the cost
of the several cities, and who had died of old age soon after Ptolemy
came to Egypt, he spent the sum of fifty talents or eight thousand
five hundred pounds on its funeral: and the priests, who had not
forgotten that Cambyses their former conqueror had wounded the
Apis of his day with his own sword, must have been highly pleased
with this mark of his care for them.

The Egyptians, who during the two last centuries had sometimes
had their temples plundered and their trade crushed by the grasping
tyranny of the Persian satraps, and had at other times been almost
as much hurt by their own vain struggles for freedom, now found
themselves in the quiet enjoyment of equal laws, with a prosperity
which promised soon to equal that of the reigns of Necho or
Amasis.

It is true that they had not regained their independence and
political liberty, and that they only enjoyed their civil rights during
the pleasure of a Greek autocrat ; but then it is to be remembered
that the native rulers with whom Ptolemy was compared were the
kings of Lower Egypt, who like himself were surrounded by Greek
mercenaries, and who never rested their power on the broad base
of national pride and love of country ; and that nobody could have
hoped to see a Theban king arise to bring back the days of Thoth-
mosis and Rameses. Thebes was every day sinking in wealth and
strength, and its race of hereditary soldiers, proud in the recol-
lection of former glory, who had after centuries of struggles been
forced to receive laws from Memphis, perhaps obeyed a Greek
conqueror with less pain than they had their own vassals of Lower
Egypt. :

The building of the city of Alexandria, which was begun before
the death of Alexander, was carried on briskly by Ptolemy, though
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many of the public works were only finished in the reign of his son.
The two main streets crossed one another at right angles in the
middle of the city, which was thirty stadia or three miles long, and
seven stadia broad ; and the whole of the streets were wide enough
for carriages. In front of the city is a long narrow island named
Pharos, which in the piercing mind of Alexander only needed a
little help from art to become the breakwater of a large harbour.
Accordingly one end of the island of Pharos was joined to the
main land by a stone mole seven stadia or nearly three quarters
of a mile long, which from its length was called the Heptastadium.
There were two breaks in the mole to let the water pass, without
which perhaps the harbour might have become blocked up with
sand ; and bridges were thrown over these two passages, while the
mouth of the harbour was between the main land and the other -
end of the island. Most of the public buildings of the city fronted
the harbour: among these were the royal docks for building the
ships of war ; the Posideion or temple of Neptune, which naturally
had a place in a sea-port town, where the Greek sailors might offer
up their vows on setting sail, or perform them on their safe return
from along voyage ; and the Emporium or exchange, which had, by
the favour of its founder, gained the privileges which before be-
longed to the city of Canopus. There also stood the burial-place
for the Greek kings of Egypt, which was named the Soima, because
it held ¢ the body,’ as that of Alexander was from its importance
called.

On the other side of the Heptastadium, and on the outside of
the city, were some more docks, and a ship-canal into the lake
Mareotis ; the Necropolis or public burial-place for the city ; also
a theatre, an amphitheatre, a gymnasium with a large sfoa or por-
tico, a stadium in which games were celebrated every fifth year,
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a hall of justice, public groves or gardens, and a hippodrome for
chariot races.

On the outside of the city, with these buildings, was the temple
of Serapis, the god whose worship became so popular in the later
ages of the Roman empire. The Egyptian god Osiris was at the
same time the bearded Bacchus of the Greeks, the conqueror of
India beyond the Ganges, and the god of the lower regions, who
sat as judge while the actions of the dead were weighed before
him in a pair of scales. He seems about this time to have been
divided into two persons; one of these was named Pthah-sokar
Osiris, and the other Apis-Osiris, or Osiri-Apis. The latter, who
was called Serapis by the Greeks, was in this division of the per-
sons made the husband of Isis and the judge of the dead ; and it
may have been for this reason that his temple was always on the
outside of the city walls with the public burial-place. He is known
by his having, beside the whip and crosier which are the two scep-
tres of Osiris, a bull's head, which shows his connection with Apis.
Osiris was also the god from whom the native kings traced their
pedigree, and as, after the favour now shown to the priests, the
Ptolemies were no longer to be counted as foreign conquerors, a
new god was added to the mythology, who was given as another
son to Osiris, and named Macedon, from whom the Macedonian
kings were said to have sprung, and they were thus brought into
the religion of the people. :

But among the public buildings of Alexandria which were planned
in the enlarged mind of Ptolemy, the one which chiefly calls for
our notice, the one indeed to which the city owes its fairest fame,
is the Museum or college of philosophy. Its chief room was a
" great hall, which was used as a lecture-room and common dining-
room ; it had a covered walk or portico all round the outside, and
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there was an exhedra or seat on which the philosophers sometimes
sat in the open air. The professors or fellows of the college were
supported by a public income. Ptolemy was himself an author;
his history of the wars of Alexander was highly praised by Arrian,
in whose pages we now read much of it ; his love of art was shown
in the buildings of Alexandria; and those agreeable manners and
that habit of rewarding skill and knowledge wherever he could find
them, which had already brought to his army many of the bravest
of Alexander’s soldiers, were now equally successful in bringing to
his court such painters and sculptors, such poets, historians, and
mathematicians, as soon made the Museum of Alexandria one of
the brightest spots in the known world. The arts and letters, which
he then planted, did not perhaps bear their richest fruit till the
reign of his son, but they took such good root that they continued
to flourish under the last of his successors, unchoked by the vices
and follies by which they were then surrounded.

In return for the literature which Greece then gave to Egypt,
she gained the knowledge of papyrus. Before that time books had
been written on linen, wax, bark, or the leaves of trees; and public
records on stone, brass, or lead : but the knowledge of papyrus was
felt by all men of letters like the invention of printing in modern
Europe ; books were then known by many for the first time, and
very little else was afterwards used in Greece or Rome ; for when
parchment was made about two centuries later, it was too costly
to be used as long as papyrus was within reach.

While Egypt under Ptolemy was thus enjoying the advantages
of its insulated position, and was thereby at leisure to cultivate
the arts of peace, the ather provinces had been harrassed by the
unceasing wars of the several generals of Alexander, who were
aiming like Ptolemy at raising their own power. Many changes
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had taken place among them in the short space of eight years
which had passed since the death of Alexander. Philip Arrideeus,
in whose name the provinces had been governed, had been put to
death ; Antigonus was master of Asia Minor, with a kingdom more
powerful though not so easily guarded as Egypt; Cassander held
Macedonia, and had the care of the young Alexander Agus, who
was then called the heir to the whole of his father’s wide conquests,
and whose life, like that of Arrideus, was soon to end with his
minority ; Lysimachus was trying to form a kingdom in Thrace ;
and Seleucus had for a short time held Babylonia.

With the wars which brought about these changes Ptolemy had
no part, beyond being once or twice called upon to send troops to
guard his province of Ceelo-Syria. But Antigonus, in his ambitious
efforts to establish his power over the whole of the provinces, had
by force or treachery driven Seleucus out of Babylon, who fled to
Egypt for safety, where Ptolemy received him with the kindness
and good policy which had before gained so many friends. No ar-
guments of Seleucus were wanting to persuade him that Antigonus
was aiming at universal conquest, and that his next attack would
be upon Egypt. He therefore sent ambassadors to Cassander and
Lysimachus, who readily joined him against the common enemy.

The large fleet and army which Antigonus got together for the
invasion of Egypt proved his opinion of the strength and skill of
Ptolemy. All Syria, except one or twa cities, laid down its arms
before him on his approach. But he found that the whole of the
fleet had been already removed to the ports of Egypt, and he
ordered Phenicia to furnish him with eight thousand ship-builders
and carpenters, to build gallies from the forests of Lebanon and
Antilibanus, and ordered Syria to send four hundred and fifty thou-
sand medimni or nearly three millions of bushels of wheat, for the
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use of his army within the year. By these means he raised his fleet
to two hundred and forty-three long gallies or ships of war.

Ptolemy was called off for a short time from the war in Syria by
a rising in Cyrene. The Cyrenseans had taken arms and were be-
sieging the Egyptian, or as they would have called themselves the
Macedonian garrison, who had shut themselves up in the citadel.
He at first sent messengers to order the Cyrenzans to return to
their duty ; but his orders were not listened to ; the rebels no doubt
thought themselves safe, as his armies seemed more wanted on the
eastern frontier ; his messengers were put to death, and the siege
of the citadel pushed forward with all possible speed. On this he
sent a large land force, followed by a fleet, in order to crush the
revolt at a single blow, and the ring-leaders were brought to Alex-
andria in chains.

When this trouble at home was put an end to, Ptolemy crossed
over to Cyprus, to punish the kings of the little states on that
island for having joined Antigonus. His force was so large that
he met with no resistance ; he made Nicocreon governor of the
whole island, and seized the revenues of the banished kings.

The large and safe harbours of Cyprus gave a great value to this
island in the naval warfare between Egypt, Phenicia, and Asia
Minor. Alexander had given it as his opinion that the command
of the sea went with the island of Cyprus; when he held Asia
Minor he called Cyprus the key to Egypt, and with still greater
reason might Ptolemy, looking from Egypt, think that island the
key to Phenicia. Cyprus was also famous for its manufacture of
armour. Demetrius the son of Antigonus, if we may believe Plu-
tarch, had a coat of mail made of Cyprian adamant, which was so
hard that no dart, even when thrown by a machine, could make a
dent in it. The early writers have left us no account of when the
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art of making steel was first learnt, but, as the furnaces were heated
with wood, the iron must often have been hardened into steel by
the mere accident of the air being shut out, and it seems difficult
to believe that the armour of Demetrius could have been made of
any thing else. If this be granted it would carry back the use of
steel to some centuries earlier, as the Cyprian breast-plate in which
Agamemnon fought against Troy may also have been made of steel.

From Cyprus, Ptolemy landed with his army in Upper Syria, as
the northern part of that country was called, while the part nearer
to Palestine was called Ccelo-Syria. Here he took the towns of
Posideion and Potami-Caron, and then marching hastily into Asia
Minor he took Mallus a city of Cilicia. Having rewarded his sol-
diers with the booty there taken, he again embarked aud returned
to Alexandria.

This inroad seems to have been meant to draw off the enemy
from Celo-Syria, and it had the wished-for effect; for Demetrius,
who commanded the forces of his father Antigonus in that quarter,
marched northward to the relief of Cilicia, but he did not arrive
there till Ptolemy’s fleet was already under sail for Egypt.

Ptolemy, on reaching Alexandria, set his army in motion towards
Pelusium, on its way to Palestine. His forces were eighteen thou-
sand foot and four thousand horse, part Macedonians, as the Greeks
living in Egypt were always called, and part mercenaries, followed
by a crowd of Egyptians, of whom some were armed for battle and
some were to take care of the baggage.

There are in all ages some nations who are so much before others
in warlike skill and courage, that no inequality of numbers can
make up for it. Not that one Greek could overcome ten barbarians,
but that a body of Greeks, if large enough to make an army, with
a centre, wings, heavy-armed, light-armed, and cavalry, would
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never think it worth while to count the crowd of barbarians that
might be led against them. The number wanted to make an army
has changed with the art of war: in modern Europe it must be
much larger, perhaps ten times what was needed before gunpowder
was used ; but we may quote the retreat of the ten thousand under
Xenophon to prove that that number was enough with the Greeks.
When Greeks met Greeks it is probable that the larger army would
conquer, but ten thousand Greeks would beat any number of bar-
barians. This will help us to understand the low state of discipline
among the native Egyptians under Ptolemy; when measuring his
strength against Demetrius, he took no account of their number,
—he had twenty-two thousand Greeks and a crowd of Egyptians.

He was met at Gaza by the young Demetrius with an army of
eleven thousand foot and twenty-three hundred horse, followed by
forty-three elephants, and a body of light-armed barbarians, who,
like the Egyptians in the army of Ptolemy, were not counted.
But the youthful courage of Demetrius was no match for the cool
skill and larger army of Ptolemy ; the elephants were easily stopt
by iron hurdles, and the Egyptian army after gaining a complete
victory entered Gaza, while Demetrius fled to Azotus. Ptolemy,
who might have thought in this almost civil strife that as much
was to be gained by the arts of friendship as by war, not only gave
leave to the conquered army to bury their dead, but sent back the
whole of the royal baggage which had fallen into his hands, and
also those personal friends of Demetrius who were found among
the prisoners; that is to say, all those who were sorry to be taken,
as the larger part of these Greek armies were equally ready to fight
on either side.

By this victory the whole of Phenicia was again joined to Egypt,
and Seleucus regained Babylonia ; where, by following the example
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of Ptolemy in his good treatment of the people, and in leaving
them their own laws and religion, he founded a monarchy, and gave
his name to a race of kings which rivalled even the Lagide.

When Antigonus, who was in Phrygia, on the other side of his
kingdom, heard that his son Demetrius had been beaten at Gaza,
he marched with all his forces to give battle to Ptolemy. He soon
crossed Mount Taurus, the lofty range which divides Asia Minor
from Syria and Mesopotamia, and joined his camp to that of his
son in Upper Syria. But Ptolemy had gone through life without
ever making a hazardous move—not indeed without ever suffering
a loss, but without ever fighting a battle when its loss would have
ruined him, and he did not choose to risk his kingdom against the
far larger forces of Antigonus. By the advice of his council of
generals, he levelled the fortifications of Aca, Joppa, Samaria, and
Gaza, and withdrew the whole of his forces and treasure into Egypt,
leaving the desert between himself and the army of Antigonus.

Antigonus could not safely attempt to march through the desert
in the face of Ptolemy's army. He had therefore, first, either to
conquer or gain the friendship of the Nabatzans, a warlike race of
Arabs who held the north of Arabia; and then he might march by
Petra, Mount Sinai, and the coast of the Red Sea, without being
in want of water for his army. The Nabateans professed neutra-
lity between these two contending powers; but the mild temper
of Ptolemy had so far gained their friendship that the haughty
Antigonus, though he did not refuse their pledges of peace, secretly
made up his mind to conquer them.

Petra, the city of the Nabateans, is in a narrow rocky valley be-
tween high mountains, with an approach between steep overhang-
ing rocks, so that a handful of men could guard it against the
largest army. A large stream of water within the valley, in addi-
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tion to the strength of the place, made it a favourite resting-place
for caravans, which, whether they were coming from Tyre or Je-
rusalem, were forced to pass through this city in their way to the
Incense Country of Arabia Felix, or to the Elanitic Gulf of the Red
Sea. These warlike Arabs seem to have received a toll from the
caravans, and they held their rocky fastness unconquered by the
great nations which surrounded them. Their temples and houses

.were cut out of the live rock, and hence the city was by the Greeks

named Petra, from which the country was sometimes called Arabia
Petrzea.

Antigonus heard that the Nabateeans had left Petra less guarded
than usual, and had gone to a neighbouring fair, probably to meet
a caravan from the south, and to receive spices in exchange for the
woollen goods from Tyre. He therefore sent forward four thou-
sand light-armed foot and six hundred horse, who overpowered the
guard and seized the city. The Arabs, when they heard of what had
happened, returned in the night, surrounded the place, came upon
the Greeks from above, by paths known only to themselves,
and overcame them with such slaughter, that out of the four thou-
sand six hundred men only fifty returned to Antigonus to tell the
tale.

The Nabatzeans then sent to Antigonus to complain of this attack
upon Petra. He endeavoured to put them off their guard by dis-
owning the acts of his general: he sent them home with promises
of peace, and at the same time sent forward his son Demetrius,
with four thousand horse and four thousand foot, to take revenge
upon them and again seize their city. But the Arabs were this
time upon their guard ; the nature of the place was as unfavourable
to the Greek arms and warfare as it was favourable to the Arabs;
and these eight thousand men, the flower of the army, under the
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brave Demetrius, were unable to force their way through the nar-
row pass into the city. )

Had Antigonus been master of the sea, he might perhaps have
marched through the desert, along the coast of the Mediterranean,
to Pelusium, with his fleet to wait upon his army, as Perdiccas had
done. But without this, the only way that he could enter Egypt
was through Petra, along the same path by which the Jews under
Moses had come out; and the stop thus put upon the invasion of
- Egypt by this little city shows us the strength of Ptolemy’s eastern
frontier. Antigonus then led his army northward, leaving Egypt
unattacked. »

This was followed by a treaty of peace between these generals,
by which it was agreed that each should keep the country that he
then held ; that Cassander should govern Macedonia until Alexan-
der Agus, the son of Alexander the Great, should be of age; that
Lysimachus should keep Thrace, Ptolemy Egypt, and Antigonus
Asia Minor; and each wishing to be looked upon as the friend of
the soldiers by whom his power was upheld and the whole of these
wide conquests kept in awe, added the very unnecessary article, that
the Greeks living in each of these countries should be governed
according to their own laws,

All the provinces held by these generals became more or less
Greek kingdoms, yet in no one did so many Greeks settle as in
Lower Egypt. Though the rest of Egypt was governed by Egyp-
tian laws and judges, the city of Alexandria was under Macedonian
law. In that city no Egyptian could live without feeling himself
of a conquered race: he was not admitted, except by an especial
favour, to the privileges of Macedonian citizenship ; while they were
at once granted to every Greek, and soon to every Jew, who would
settle there. Hence, although the city was crowded with Egyptians

B.c. 310.
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who kept the shops and filled the lower ranks, and though the
Greeks must very much have married Egyptian wives, yet it was
long before these mixed races were melted down into Egyptians.
The same hieroglyphical word stood for Greek and for Lower-
Egyptian; Lycophron seems to speak of the Egyptian nation under
the name of Macedonians ; and whenever, during the reigns of the
Ptolemies, the citizens of the capital of Egypt met in public as-
sembly, they were addressed, ¢ Ye men of Macedonia.’

By this treaty Ptolemy, in the thirteenth year after the death of
Alexander, was left undisputed master of Egypt. During these
years he had not only gained the love of the Egyptians and Alex-
andrians by his wise and just government, but had won their respect
as a general by the skill with which he had kept the war at a
distance. He had lost and won battles at sea, in Syria, in Asia
Minor, and in the island of Cyprus ; but, since Perdiccas marched
against him before he had a force to defend himself with, no foreign
army had been seen upon the banks of the Nile.

It was under the government of Ptolemy that the wonders of
Upper Egypt were first seen by any Greeks who had a love of know-
ledge and enough of literature to examine carefully and to describe
what they saw. Loose and highly-coloured accounts of the wealth
of Thebes had reached Greece even before the time of Homer, and
again through Herodotus and other travellers in the Delta; but
nothing was certainly known of it till it was visited by Hecataus
of Abdera.

Hecatzeus had been an officer in the army of Alexander, and he
afterwards joined himself to Ptolemy ; but he is best known as an
author. Among other works, he wrote a history of the Hyperbo-
rean or northern nations, and also a history or rather a descrip-
tion of Egypt, part of which we now read in the pages of Diodorus
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Siculus. When he travelled in Upper Egypt, Thebes, though still
a populous city, was more thought of by the antiquary than by the
statesman. Its wealth however was still great; and when, under
the just government of Ptolemy, it was no longer necessary for the
priests to hide their treasures, it was found that the temples still
held the very large sum of three hundred talents of gold, and two
thousand three hundred talents of silver, or above one million ster-
ling, which had escaped the plundering hands of the Persian
satraps.

Many of the Theban tombs, which are sets of rooms tunnelled
into the hills on the Libyan side of the Nile, had even then been
opened to gratify the curiosity of the learned or the greediness of
the conqueror. Forty-seven royal tombs were mentioned in the
records of the priests, of which the entrances had been covered up
with earth and hidden in the sloping sides of the hills, in the hope
that they might remain undisturbed and unplundered, and might
keep safe the embalmed bodies of the kings, till they should rise
again at the end of the world ; and seventeen of these had already
been found out and broken open. Hecatzus was told that the
other tombs had been before destroyed, and we owe it perhaps to
this mistake that they have remained unopened for more than two
thousand years longer, to reward the searches of modern travellers,
and to unfold the history of their builders.

The Memnonium, the great palace of Rameses II., was then
standing ; and though it had been plundered by the Persians the
building itself was unhurt. Its massive walls had scarcely felt the
wear of the centuries which had rolled over them. Hecateeus mea-
sured its rooms, its courtyards, and its avenue of sphinxes, and by
his measurements we can now distinguish its ruins from those of
the other palaces of Thebes.

Diod. Sic.
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One of its rooms, perhaps after the days of its builder, had been
fitted up as a library, and held the histories and records of the
priests ; but the golden zodiac or circle, on which were engraved
the days of the year, with the heliacal rising and setting of the
stars, by which each day was known, had been taken away by Cam-
byses. Hecatzeus also saw the three other palace-temples of Thebes,
which we now call by the names of the villages in which they stand ;
namely, of Luxor, of Karnak, and of Medinet Abu.

If Ptolemy did not make his government as much feared by the
half-armed Ethiopians as it was by the well-disciplined Europeans,
it must have been because the Thebans wished to guard their own
frontier rather than because his troops were always wanted against
a more powerful enemy; but the inroads of the Ethiopians were
so far from being checked that the country to the south of Thebes
was unsafe for travellers, and no Greek was able to reach Syene
and the lower cataracts during this reign. The trade through
Ethiopia was wholly stopt, and the caravans went from Thebes to
Cosseir to meet the ships which brought the goods of Arabia and
India from the opposite coast of the Red Sea.

In the wars between Egypt and Asia Minor, in which Palestine
had the misfortune to be the prize struggled for, and the debatable
land on which the battles were fought, the Jews were often made
to feel the difference between the stern pride of Antigonus and
the milder temper of Ptolemy. The Egyptians of the Delta and
the Jews had always been friends ; and in the war which had ended
with most of the Jewish nobles being led captive to Babylon, the
Egyptians had helped them against the power of Nebuchadnezzar.
Those who had at that time fled to Egypt, to avoid the cruelty of
the conqueror, could hardlyhave felt themselves as strangers among
the mixed race of Arabs, Phenicians, and Greeks, who formed so
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large a part of the trading population of the Delta. Hence, when
Ptolemy treated the Jews with the same kindness that he did his
own subjects, and held out the full privilege of Macedonian citizen-
ship to those who would settle in his rising city of Alexandria, he
was followed by crowds of industrious traders, manufacturers, and
men of letters, who chose to live in Egypt in peace and wealth,
rather than to stay in Palestine in the daily fear of having their
houses sacked and burnt at every fresh quarrel between Ptolemy
and Antigonus.

Among these Jews was the high-priest Hezekias, who was not
more looked up to for his rank than for his eloquence and know-
ledge of mankind ; and Mosollam, who was known for his bravery
and skill as an archer. Hecataus, who wrote a history of the Jews,
gained his knowledge of the nation from the learned men who then
followed Ptolemy into Egypt. He mentions Mosollam once riding
out with a troop of soldiers, who, as they rode, were watching the
flight of a bird that had been let loose by a soothsayer, to foretell
what was going to happen; and Mosollam brought it down with
an arrow from his bow, wittily remarking, that, as it could not
foresee its own death, it certainly knew nothing about the fortunes
of the soldiers.

No sooner was the peace agreed upon between the four generals,
who were the most powerful kings in the known world, than Cas-
sander, who held Macedonia, put to death Roxana, and her son the
young Alexander Zgus, then thirteen years old, in whose name
these generals had each governed his kingdom with unlimited sway,
and who was then of an age that the soldiers, the givers of all
power, were already planning to make him the real king of Mace-
donia, and of the wide conquests of his father.

The Macedonian phalanx, which formed the pride and sinews of
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every army, were equally held by their deep-rooted loyalty to the
memory of Alexander, whether they were fighting for Ptolemy or
for Antigonus, and equally thought that they were guarding a
province for his heir; and it was through fear of loosening their
hold upon the faithfulness of these their best troops, that Ptolemy
and his rivals alike chose to govern their kingdoms under the un-
pretending title of lieutenants of the king of Macedonia. Hence,
upon the death of Alexander Agus, there was a throne, or at least
a state prison, left empty for a new claimant.
Diod. Sic. Polysperchon, an old general of Alexander’s army, then thought
"~ that he saw a way to turn Cassander out of Macedonia, by the help
of Hercules, the natural son of Alexander by Barce; and having
proclaimed him king, he led him with a strong army against Cas-
sander. But Polysperchon wanted either courage or means for
what he had undertaken, and he soon yielded to the bribes of Cas-
sander, and put Hercules to death.

The children of Alexander having been in their turns murdered
by their guardians, Cleopatra his sister was the only one left alive
of the royal family of Macedonia. Almost every one of the generals
had already courted a marriage with her, which had either been
refused by herself or hindered by his rivals; and lastly Ptolemy,
now that by the death of her nephews she brought kingdoms, or
the love of the Macedonian mercenaries, which was worth more
than kingdoms, as her dower, sent to ask her hand in marriage.
This offer was accepted by Cleopatra, but on her journey from
Sardis to Egypt, on her way to join her future husband, she was
put to death by Antigonus. Thus every one who was of the family
of Alexander paid the forfeit of life for that honour, and the death
of Cleopatra ended the tragedy.

The treaty of peace between the generals seems never wholly to
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have stopped the warfare. Ptolemy was busy in helping the cities of
Greece to gain their liberty, while Menelaus, his brother and ad-
miral, was almost driven out of Cyprus by Demetrius. On this
Ptolemy got together his fleet, to the number of one hundred and
forty long gallies and two hundred transports, manned with not
less than ten thousand men, and sailed with them to the help of
his brother. This whole fleet under the command of Menelaus was
met by Demetrius with the fleet of Antigonus, consisting of one
hundred and twelve long gallies and a number of transports; and
the Egyptian fleet, which had hitherto been master of the sea, was
beaten near the city of Salamis in Cyprus by the smaller fleet of
Demetrius. This was the heaviest loss that had ever befallen
Ptolemy. Eighty long gallies were sunk, and forty long gallies
with one hundred transports and eight thousand men were taken
prisoners. He could no longer hope to keep Cyprus, and he sailed
hastily back to Egypt, leaving to Demetrius the garrisons of the
island as his prisoners, all of whom were enrolled in the army of
‘Antigonus, to the number of sixteen thousand foot and six hun-
dred horse.

This naval victory gave Demetrius the means of unburdening
his proud mind of a debt of gratitude to his enemy; and accord-
ingly, remembering what Ptolemy had done after the battle of
Gaza, he sent back to Egypt, unasked for and unransomed, the
whole of the prisoners who were of high rank, that is to say, the
whole that had any choice about which side they fought for; and
among them were Leontiscus the son, and Menelaus the brother,
of Ptolemy.

Antigonus was overjoyed with the news of this victory, which,
by lessening the power of Ptolemy, had done much to smooth his
own path to the sovereignty of Alexander’s empire, which was then
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left without an heir; and he immediately took the title of king,
and gave the same title to his son Demetrius. In this he was fol-
lowed by Ptolemy and the other generals, but with this difference,
that while Antigonus called himself king of all the provinces, Pto-
lemy called himself king of Egypt; and while Antigonus gained
Syria and Cyprus, Ptolemy gained the friendship of every other
kingdom, and of every free city in Greece: they all looked upon
him as their best ally against Antigonus the common enemy.

The next year Antigonus mustered the whole of his forces in
Ccelo-Syria, and got ready for a second attack upon Egypt. He
had more than eighty thousand foot, eight thousand horse, and
eighty-three elephants. Demetrius brought with him from Cyprus
the fleet of one hundred and fifty long gallies, and one hundred
transports laden with stores and engines of war. With this fleet,
to which Ptolemy after his late loss had nothing that he could
oppose, Antigonus had no need to ask leave of the Arabs of the
little city of Petra, to march through their passes. But he led his
army straight through the desert to Pelusium, while the ships of
burden kept close to the shore with the stores. The pride of Anti-
gonus would not let him follow the advice of the sailors, and wait
eight days till the north winds of the spring equinox had passed ;
and by this haste many of his ships were wrecked on the coast,
while others were driven into the Nile and fell into the hands of
Ptolemy. Antigonus with the land forces found all the strong
places well guarded by the Egyptian army ; and being driven back
at every point, discouraged by the loss of his ships, and by seeing
whole bodies of his troops go over to Ptolemy, he at last took the
advice of his officers and led back his army to Syria, while Ptolemy
returned to Alexandria, to employ those powers of mind in the
works of peace which he had so successfully used in war.
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Antigonus then turned the whole weight of his mighty kingdom
against the little island of Rhodes, which, though in sight of the
coast of Asia Minor, held itself independent of him, and in close
friendship with Ptolemy.

The island of Rhodes had from the earliest dawn of history held
a high place among the states of Greece; and in all the arts of
civilized life, in painting, sculpture, letters, and commerce, it had
been lately rising in rank while the other free states had been
falling. Its maritime laws were so highly thought of that they
were copied by mnost other states, and being afterwards adopted
into the Pandects of Justinian they have in part become the law of
modern Europe ; and it was the only state in which Greek liberty
then kept its ground against the great empires of Alexander’s
successors.

Against this little state Demetrius led two hundred long gallies
and one hundred and seventy transports, with more than forty
thousand men. The whole of the Greek world looked on with the
deepest interest while the veterans of Antigonus were again and
again driven back from the walls of the blockaded city by its brave
and virtuous citizens; who, while their houses were burning and
their walls crumbling under the battering-ram, left the statues of
Antigonus and Demetrius standing unhurt in the market-place,
saved by their love of art and the remembrance of former kindness,
which with a true greatness of mind they would not let the cruel-
ties of the seige outweigh. The gallies of Ptolemy, though unable
to keep at sea against the larger fleet of Demetrius, often forced
their way into the harbour with the welcome supplies of corn.
Month after month every stratagem and machine which the inge-
nuity of Demetrius could invent were tried and failed; and after
the siege had lasted more than a year he was glad to find an excuse
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for withdrawing his troops; and the Rhodians in their joy hailed
Ptolemy with the title of Soter or saviour. This name he ever
afterwards kept, though by the Greek writers he is more often
called Ptolemy the son of Lagus, or Ptolemy Lagus.

If we search the history of the world for a second instance of so
small an island daring to withstand the armies of so mighty an
empire, we shall perhaps not find any one more remarkable than
that of the same island. Seventeen hundred years afterwards it
again drew upon itself the eyes of all the world, while it beat off the
forces of the Ottoman empire under Mahomet II. ; and, standing
like a rock in front of the western world, it rolled back for years
the tide of war, till its walls were at last crumbled to a heap of
ruins by Solyman the Great, after a siege of many months.

One of the most valuable gifts which Egypt owed to Ptolemy
was its coinage. Even Thebes “ where treasures were largest in
the houses,” never was able to pass gold and silver from hand to
hand without the trouble of weighing, and the doubt as to the
fineness of the metal. The Greek merchants who crowded the
markets of Canopus and Alexandria must have filled Lower Egypt
with the coins of the cities from whence they came, all unlike one
another in stamp and weight; but while every little city or even
colony of Greece had its own coinage, Egypt had none. In the
first years of his reign Ptolemy might well dislike coining; he
would have been called upon to declare by the stamp upon the
coin whether he was king of Egypt, and he seems not to have coined
till after he had taken that title.

His coins are of gold, silver, and copper, and are in a fine style
of Greek workmanship. On the one side they bear the portrait of
the king, without a beard, having the head bound with the royal
diadem, which, unlike the modern crown of gold and precious
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stones, is a plain ribband tied in a bow behind. On the other side
they have the words ITOAEMAIOY SQTHPOS, ¢ of Ptolemy Soter ;
or BASIAEQS IITOAEMAIOY, ¢ of King Ptolemy, with an eagle
standing upon a thunderbolt, which was only another way of draw-
ing the eagle and sun, the hieroglyphical characters for the title
Pharaoh. As the coins are not of the same weight as those of
Greece, we must suppose that Ptolemy followed the Egyptian
standard of weight ; the drachma weighs fifty-five grains, making
the talent of silver worth about one hundred and seventy pounds
sterling. The cities in which the coins were struck in this reign
seem to have been Abydus and Pelusium, if we are to judge by the
letters on the coins; though we may be sure that they were also
struck at Alexandria, but the coins of that city are not so marked.

The art of engraving coins did not flourish alone in Alexandria ;
painters and sculptors flocked to Egypt to enjoy the favours of
Ptolemy. Apelles, indeed, whose paintings were thought by those
who had seen them to surpass any that had been before painted,
or were likely to be painted, had quarrelled with Ptolemy, who had
known him well when he was the friend and painter of Alexander.
Once when he was at Alexandria, somebody wickedly told him that
he was invited to dine at the royal table, and when Ptolemy angrily
asked who it was that had sent his unwelcome guest, Apelles drew
the face of the mischief-maker on the wall, and he was known to
all the court by the likeness.

It was perhaps at one of these dinners, at which Ptolemy enjoyed
the society of the men of letters, that he asked Euclid if he could
not show him a shorter and easier way to the higher truths of
mathematics than that by which he led the pupils in the Museum ;
and Euclid, as if to remind him of the royal roads of Persia, which
ran by the side of the high-roads, but were kept clear and free for
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the king’s own use, made him the well-known answer, that there
was no royal road to geometry.

Diog. Laert. At another of these literary dinners, Diodorus Cronus the rhe-
torician, who is thought to have been the inventor of the Dilemma,
was puzzled by a question put to him by Stilpo, and was so teazed
by Ptolemy for not being able to answer it, that it was said to have
embittered the rest of his life. This was the person against whom
Callimachus some years later wrote a bitter epigram, beginning
¢ Cronus is a wise man.’

_Pliny, Antiphilus, who was born in Egypt and had studied painting
""" under Ctesidemus, rose to high rank as a painter in Alexandria.
Among his best-known pictures were the bearded Bacchus, the

xxv.40.  young Alexander, and Hippolitus afraid of a bull. His boy, blow-
ing up a fire with his mouth, was much praised for the mouth of

the boy, and for the light and shade of the room. His Ptolemy

o Lncian. hunting was also highly thought of. He showed a mean jealousy
of Apelles, and accused him of joining in a plot against the king,
for which Apelles narrowly escaped punishment; but when Ptolemy
found that the charge was untrue he sent him a gift of one hun-
dred talents to make amends.

The angry feélings of Apelles were by no means cooled by this
gift, but they boiled over in his great picture of Calumny. On the
right of the picture sat Ptolemy, holding out his hand to Calumny
who was coming up to him. On each side of the king stood a
woman who seemed meant for Ignorance and Suspicion. Calumny
was a beautiful maiden, but with anger and deep-rooted malice in
her face; in her left hand was a lighted torch, and with her right
she was dragging along by the hair a young man, who was stretch-
ing forth his hands to heaven and calling upon the gods to bear
witness that he was guiltless. Before her walked Envy, a pale,
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hollow-eyed, diseased man, perhaps a portrait of the accuser;
and behind were two women, Craft and Deceit, who were encou-
raging and supporting her. At a distance stood Repentance, in
the ragged black garb of mourning, who was turning away her face
for shame as Truth came up to her.

Ptolemy Soter was plain in his manners, and scarcely passed his pTareh.
own generals in the costliness of his way of life. He often supped
and slept at the houses of his friends; and his own house had so
little of the palace that he borrowed dishes and tables of his friends
when he asked any number of them to sup with him in return,
saying that it was the part of a king to enrich others rather than
to be rich himself.

Before he took the title of king he was styled by friendly states
by the simple name of Ptolemy the Macedonian ; and during the
whole of his reign he was as far from being overbearing or tyran-
nical in his behaviour as from being kinglike in his dress and
household. Once when he wished to laugh at a boasting antiqua- prutarch.
rian, he asked him, what he knew could not be answered, who was de Irh cobi-
the father of Peleus; and the other let his wit so far get the better
of his prudence as in return to ask the king, who had never heard
the name of his grandfather, if he knew who was the father of
Lagus. But Ptolemy took no further notice of this than to remark
that if a king cannot bear rude answers he ought not to ask rude
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questions.
An answer which Ptolemy once made to a soothsayer might smm.
almost be taken as the proverb which had guided him through life.
When his soldiers met with an anchor in one of their marches, and
were discouraged by being told by the soothsayer that it was a
proof that they ought to stop where they then were, the king an-
swered, that an anchor was an omen of safety, not of delay.



Athenzus,
lib. xiii. 5.
Justinus,
lib. xv. 2.

Pausanias,
lib. i. 6.

lib. i. 16.

Memnon,
ap. Photium.

Goltzius,
iii. 37.

Pausanias,
lib. i. 7.

lib. i. 9, 10.

lib. i. 6.

60 PTOLEMY SOTER.

Ptolemy first married Thais the noted courtesan, but their sons
seem not to have been thought legitimate. Leontiscus, the eldest,
we afterwards hear of, fighting bravely against Demetrius; of the
second, named Lagus after his grandfather, we hear nothing.

He then married Eurydice the daughter of Antipater, by whom
he had several children. The eldest son, Ptolemy, was named
Ceraunus, the Thunderer, and was banished by his father from
Alexandria. In his distress he fled to Seleucus, by whom he was
kindly received ; but after the death of Ptolemy Soter he basely
plotted against Seleucus and put him to death. He then defeated
in battle Antigonus the son of Demetrius, and got possession of
Macedonia for a short time. He married his half-sister Arsinoé,
and put her children to death; and was soon afterwards put to
death himself by the Gauls, who were either fighting against him

‘or were mercenaries in his own army. His Macedonian coins, with

the name Ptolemy Ceraunus, prove that he took the name himself,
and that it was not a nickname given to him for his ungovernable
temper, as has been sometimes thought.

Another son of Ptolemy and Eurydice was put to death by Pto-
lemy Philadeiphus, for plotting against his throne, to which, as the
elder brother, he might have thought himself the best entitled.

Their daughter Lysandra married Agathocles the son of Lysi-
machus ; but when Agathocles was put to death by his father, she
fled to Egypt with her children, and put herself under the care of
Ptolemy.

Ptolemy’s second wife was Berenice, a lady who came into Egypt
with Eurydice, and formed part of her household. She was the
widow of a man named Philip, and had by her first husband one
son, named Magas, whom Ptolemy made governor of Cyrene.

Perhaps all young queens may be beautiful in the eyes of the
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poet ; but the following lines, by Asclepiades of Samos, on mis-
taking the picture of Berenice for that of Venus, may be quoted
for their neatness, if not to prove the queen’s beauty.

¢ This form is Cytherea’s ;—nay
"T'is Berenice’s, I protest :
So like to both, you safely may
Give it to either you like best.’

With Berenice, Ptolemy spent the rest of his life without any
thing to trouble the happiness of his family. He saw their elder
son Ptolemy, whom we must call by the name which he took late
in life—Philadelphus, grow up every thing that he could wish him to
be; and, moved alike by his love for the mother and by the good
qualities of the son, he chose him as his successor on the throne,
instead of his eldest son Ptolemy Ceraunus, who had shown, by
every act in his life, his unfitness for the trust.

His daughter Arsinoé married Lysimachus in his old age, and
urged him against his son Agathocles, the husband of her own sister.
She afterwards married her half-brother Ptolemy Ceraunus; and
lastly, we shall see her the wife of her brother Philadelphus.

Argeeus, his youngest son, was put to death by Philadelphus, on
a charge of treason. .

Of his youngest daughter Philotera we know nothing, except that
her brother Philadelphus afterwards named a city of Ethiopia after
her.

In the last defeat of Demetrius, Ptolemy had regained Ccelo-
Syria and Cyprus; and his throne became stronger as his life drew
to an end. With a wisdom rare in kings and conquerors, he had
never let his ambition pass his means ; he never aimed at universal
power ; and he was led, both by his kind feelings and wise policy,
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to befriend all those states which like his own were threatened
by that mad ambition in others.

His last public act, in the thirty-eighth year of his reign, was
ordered by the same wisdom and forbearance which had governed
every part of his life. Feeling the weight of years press heavily
upon himn—that he was less able than formerly to bear the duties
of his office, and wishing to see his son firmly seated on the throne,
he laid aside his diadem and his title, proclaimed Ptolemy, his son
by Berenice, king, and contented himself with the modest rank of
somatophylax, or satrap, to his successor.

This is perhaps the most successful instance known of a king,
who had been used to be obeyed by armies and by nations, willingly
giving up his power when he found his bodily strength no longer
equal to it. Charles V. gave up the empire in disappointment,
and hid himself in a monastery to avoid the sight of any thing
which could remind him of his former greatness. Diocletian, who,
more like a philosopher, did not refuse to hear news from the world
of politics which he had left, had his last days embittered and his
life shortened by witnessing the misconduct of his successors. But

‘ Ptolemy Soter had the happiness of having a son willing to follow

in the track which he had laid down for him, and of living to see
the wisdom of his own laws proved by the well-being of the king-
dom under his successor.

But while we are watching the success of Ptolemy’s plans, and
the rise of this Greek monarchy at Alexandria, we cannot help being
pained with the thought that the Copts of Upper Egypt are for-
gotten, and asking whether it would not have been still better to
have raised Thebes to the place which it once held, and to have
recalled the days of Rameses, instead of trying, what might seem
the hopeless task, to plant Greek arts in Africa.
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But a review of this history will show that, as far as human fore-
thought can judge, this could not have been done. If Thebes had
only fallen on the conquest by Cambyses—if the rebellions against
the Persians had been those of Copts throwing off their chains and
struggling for freedom,—we might have hoped to have seen Egypt,
on the fall of Darius, again rise under kings of the blood and lan-
guage of the people; and we should have thought the gilded and
half-hid chains of the Ptolemies were little better than the heavy
yoke of the Persians.

This, however, is very far from having been the case. We first
see the kings of Lower Egypt guarding their thrones at Sais by
Greek soldiers ; and then, that every struggle of Inarus, of Necta-
nebo, and of Tachus, against the Persians, was only made by the
courage and arms of Greeks hired in the Delta by Egyptian gold.
During the three hundred years before Alexander was hailed by
Egypt as its deliverer, scarcely once had the Copts, trusting to
their own courage, stood up in arms against either Persians or
Greeks ; and the country was only then conquered without a battle,
because the power and arms were already in the hands of the Greeks;
because in the mixt races of the Delta the Greeks were so far the
strongest, though not the most numerous, that a Greek kingdom
rose there with the same ease, and for the same reasons, that an
Arab kingdom rose in the same place nine centuries later.

National character, national pride, love of country, and the better
feelings of clanship, are the chief grounds upon which a great
people can be raised. These feelings are closely allied to self-
denial, or a willingness on the part of each man to give up much
for the good of the whole. By this, chiefly, public monuments are
built, and citizens stand by one another in battle; and these feel-
ings were certainly strong in Upper Egypt in the days of its great-
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ness. But, when the throne was moved to Lower Egypt—when the
kingdom was governed by the kings of Sais, and even afterwards,
when it was struggling against the Persians,—these virtues were
wanting : few public buildings were raised, though the country
was overflowing with wealth, and they trusted to foreign hirelings
in their struggle for freedom. The Delta was peopled by three
races of men—Copts, Greeks, and Phenicians or Arabs; and even
before the sceptre was given to the Greeks by Alexander’s conquests
it would seem as if the Copts had lost the power to hold it.
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FEw princes ever mounted a throne with such fair prospects
before them as the second Ptolemy. He had been brought up with
great care, and being a younger son was not spoilt by that flattery
which in all courts is so freely offered to the heir. He was born
in the island of Cos; his first tutor in letters and philosophy was
Philetas, of Cos, an author of some elegies and epigrams now
lost ; and as he grew up he found himself surrounded by the phi-
losophers and writers with whom his father mixed on the easiest
terms of friendship. During the long reign of Ptolemy Soter the
people had been made happy by wise and good laws, trade had
flourished, the cities had grown rich, and the fortresses had been
strengthened. The troops were well trained, their loyalty un-
doubted, and the Egyptians, instead of being distrusted as slaves,
were armed and disciplined like the Macedonians. The population
of the country was counted at seven millions. Alexandria, the
capital of the kingdom, was not only the largest trading city in the
world, but was one of the most favoured seats of learning. It surely
must have been easy to foresee that the prince then mounting the
throne, even if but slightly gifted with virtues, would give his
name to a reign which could not be otherwise than remarkable in
the history of Egypt. But Philadelphus, though, like his father,
he was not free from the vices of his times and of his rank, had
more of wisdom than is usually the lot of kings; and though we
cannot but see that he was only watering the plants and gathering
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the fruit where his father had planted, and that like Lorenzo de’
Medici he has received the praise for reaping the harvest which is
due to the father for his wisdom in sowing the seed, yet we must
at the same time acknowledge that Philadelphus was a successor
worthy of Ptolemy Soter.

The first act of his reign, or rather the last of his father’s reign,
was the proclamation, or the ceremony of showing the new king
to the troops and people. All that was dazzling, all that was costly
or curious, all that the wealth of Egypt could buy or the gratitude
of the provinces could give, was brought forth to grace this reli-
gious show, which was copied rather from the triumphs of Rameses
and Thothmosis, than from anything that had been seen in Greece.

The procession began with the pomp of Osiris, at the head of
which were the Sileni in scarlet and purple cloaks, who opened the
way through the crowd. Twenty satyrs followed, on each side of
the road, bearing torches; and then Victories with golden wings,
clothed in skins, each with a golden staff six cubits long, twined
round with ivy. An altar was carried next, covered with golden
ivy-leaves, with a garland of golden vine-leaves tied with white
ribands ; and this was followed by a hundred and twenty boys, in
scarlet frocks, carrying bowls of crocus, myrrh, and frankincense.
Then came forty satyrs crowned with golden ivy-leaves, with their
naked bodies stained with gay colours, each carrying a crown of
vine-leaves and gold. Then two Sileni in scarlet cloaks and white
boots, one having the hat and wand of Mercury and the other a
trumpet ; and between them walked a man, six feet high, in tragic
dress and mask, meant for the Year, carrying a golden cornucopia.
He was followed by a tall and beautiful woman, meant for the
Lustrum of five years, carrying in one hand a crown and in the
other a palm-branch. Then came an altar and a troop of satyrs,
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in gold and scarlet, carrying golden wine-vases and drinking-
cups.

Then came Philiscus the poet, the priest of Osiris, with all the
servants of the god. Then the Delphic tripods, the prizes which
were to be given in the wrestling matches; that for the boys was
nine cubits high, and that for the men twelve cubits high. Next
came a four-wheeled car, fourteen cubits long and eight wide, drawn
along by one hundred and eighty men, on which was the statue of
Osiris, fifteen feet high, pouring wine out of a golden vase, and
having a scarlet frock down to his feet, with a yellow transparent
robe over it, and over all a scarlet cloak. Before the statue was a
large golden bowl, and a tripod with bowls of incense on it. Over
the whole was an awning of ivy and vine-leaves; and in the same
chariot were the priests and priestesses of the god.

This was followed by a smaller chariot drawn by sixty men, in
which was the statue of Isis in a robe of yellow and gold. Then
came a chariot full of grapes, and another with a large cask of wine,
which was poured out on the road as the procession moved on;
and then another band of satyrs and Sileni, and more chariots of
wine. Then eighty Delphic vases of silver, and Panathenaic and
other vases; and sixteen hundred dancing boys in white frocks
and golden crowns. Then a number of beautiful pictures; and a
chariot carrying a grove of trees, out of which flew pigeons and
doves, so tied that they might be easily caught by the crowd.

On another chariot drawn by an elephant came Osiris, as he re-
turned from his Indian conquests. He was followed by twenty-
four chariots drawn by elephants, sixty drawn by goats, twelve by
lions, seven by rhinoceroses, four by wild asses, fifteen by buffaloes,
eight by ostriches, and seven by stags. Then came chariots loaded
with the tributes of the conquered nations; men of Ethiopia car-
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rying six hundred elephants’ teeth; sixty huntsmen leading two
thousand four hundred dogs; and one hundred and fifty men car-
rying trees, in the branches of which were tied parrots and other
beautiful birds. Next walked the foreign animals, Ethiopian and
Arabian sheep, Brahmin bulls, a white bear, leopards, panthers,
bears, a camelopard, and a rhinoceros.

In another chariot was seen Bacchus running away from Juno,
and flying to the altar of Rhea. After that came the statues of
Alexander and Ptolemy Soter crowned with gold and ivy: by the
side of Ptolemy stood the statues of Virtue, of the god Chem, and
of the city of Corinth; and he was followed by female statues of
the conquered cities of Ionia, Greece, Asia Minor, and Persia;
and the statues of the other gods. Then came crowds of singers
and cymbal-players, and two thousand bulls with gilt horns, crowns,
and breast-plates.

Then came Amun-Ra and the other gods; and the statue of
Alexander between Victory and the goddess Neith, in a chariot
drawn by elephants: then a number of thrones of ivory and gold ;

‘and on one was a golden crown, on another a golden cornucopis,

and on the throne of Ptolemy Soter was a crown worth ten thou-
sand aurei, or nearly six thousand pounds sterling: then three
thousand two hundred golden crowns, twenty golden shields, sixty-
four suits of golden armour ; and the whole was closed with forty
waggons of silver vessels, twenty of golden vessels, eighty of scents,
and fifty-seven thousand six hundred foot soldiers, and twenty-three
thousand two hundred horse. The procession began moving by
torch-light before the sun rose in the morning, and the sun set
in the evening before it had all passed.

It went through the streets of Alexandria to the royal tents on
the outside of the city, where, as in the procession, every thing
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that was costly in art, or scarce in nature, was brought together in
honour of the day. At the public games, Ptolemy Soter was pre-
sented with twenty golden crowns, Berenice with twenty-three, and
their son the new king with twenty, beside other costly gifts;
and two thousand two hundred and thirty-nine talents, or four
hundred thousand pounds, were spent on the amusements of the
day. For the account of this curious procession we are indebted
to Callixenes of Rhodes, who was then travelling in Egypt, and
who wrote a history of Alexandria.

One of the earliest troubles in the reign of Philadelphus was the
revolt of Cyrene. The government of that part of Africa had been
entrusted to Magas, the half-brother of the king, son of Bere-
nice by her former husband. Berenice, who had been successful
in setting aside Ceraunus to make room for her son Philadelphus
on the throne of Egypt, has even been said to have favoured the
rebellious and ungrateful efforts of her elder son Magas to make
himself king of Cyrene.

Magas, without waiting till the large armies of Egypt were drawn
together to crush his little state, marched hastily towards Alexan-
dria, in the hopes of being joined by some of the restless thousands
of that crowded city. But he was quickly recalled to Cyrene by
the news of the rising of the Marnaridee, the race of Libyan herds-
men who had been driven back from the coast by the Greek settlers
who founded Cyrene. Philadelphus then led his army along the
coast against the rebels; but he was, in the same way, stopt by the
fear of treachery among his own Gallic mercenaries.

More than a century before this time, the Celts, or Gauls, had
found their own forests too crowded for their way of life, and, moving
southward, had overrun the fair plains of the north of Italy, and
nearly crushed imperial Rome in the cradle. Other bands of these

Pausanias,
lib. i. 7.



70 PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS.

fierce barbarians had wandered as far as Greece, where their wild
and unarmed courage could do little against the spears of the Ma-
¢edonian phalanx. But the large armies which were called out by
the quarrels of Alexander’s successors could not be raised without
the help of barbarians, and in these ranks the Gauls found the pay
and plunder for which they had left their own forests. Thus, we
meet with them in the armies of Egypt, of Macedonia, and of Asia
Minor; and in this last country they afterwards settled, and gave
their own name to the province of Galatia.
Philadelphus had reason to believe that four thousand of these
Gauls, who formed part of the army which he was leading against
~ Cyrene, were secretly plotting against him. Therefore, with a
measured cruelty which the use of foreign mercenaries could alone
have taught him, he led back his army to the marshes of the Delta,
and, entrapping the four thousand distrusted Gauls in one of the
small islands, he hemmed them in between the water and the spears
of the phalanx, and they all died miserably, by famine, by drown-
ing, or by the sword. ‘
Magas had married Apime, the daughter of Antiochus Soter,
king of Syria; and he sent to his father-in-law to beg him to march
upon Ceelo-Syria and Palestine, to call off the army of Philadelphus
from Cyrene. But Philadelphus did not wait for this attack: his
armies moved before Antiochus was ready, and, by a successful in-
road upon Syria, he prevented any relief being sent to Magas.
Peusanias, After the war between the brothers had lasted five years, Magas
uatinus, made an offer of peace, which was to be sealed by a marriage be-
tween his only child Berenice and the son of Philadelphus. To this
offer Philadelphus yielded ; as by the death of Magas, who was al-
ready worn out by luxury and disease, Cyrene would then fall to
his own son. Magas, indeed, died before the marriage took place ;
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but, notwithstanding the efforts made by his widow to break the
agreement, the treaty was kept, and on this marriage Cyrene again
formed part of the kingdom of Egypt.

But the black spot upon the character of Philadelphus, which all
the blaze of science and letters by which he was surrounded cannot
make us overlook, is the death of two of his brothers. A son of
Eurydice, who might perhaps have thought that he was robbed of
the throne of Egypt by his younger brother, and who was unsuc-
cessful in raising the island of Cyprus in rebellion ; and a younger
brother, Argaeus, who was also charged with joining in a plot, both
lost their lives by his orders. Well might the historians believe
that the name of Philadelphus, which he took to show his love for
a sister, was given him as a reproach for the murder of two brothers
and the war of five years against a third.

In reviewing the history of the world during past ages, we place
ourselves, in thought, at each century, on that spot of the earth on
which the historians of the time lived ; and from that spot, as from
a height, we look over the other kingdoms of the world as far
countries, about which we know nothing but what is known at the
placé where we then stand. Thus, in the time of Moses, we live in
Egypt and in the desert; in the reign of Solomon at Jerusalem ;
in the time of Pericles at Athens; and in the reigns of Ptolemy
Soter and Philadelphus at Alexandria. But knowing, as we must
know, of the after greatness of Rome, and that in a few ages we
shall have to stand on the capitol, and hear news from the distant
province of Egypt, it is with peculiar interest that we hear for the
first time that the bravery and rising power of the Romans had
forced themselves into the notice of Philadelphus. Pyrrhus, the
king of Macedon, had been beaten by the Romans, and driven out
of Italy ; and the king of Egypt thought it not beneath him to send
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an ambassador to the senate, to wish them joy of their success, and
to make a treaty of peace with the republic. The embassy, as we
might suppose, was received in Rome with great joy; and four
ambassadors—three of the proud name of Fabius, with Quintus
Ogulnius—were sent back to seal the treaty.

Philadelphus gave them some costly gifts, probably those usually
given to ambassadors ; but Rome was then young, her citizens had
not yet made gold the end for which they lived, and the ambassa-
dors returned the gifts, for they could receive nothing beyond the
thanks of the senate for having done their duty. This treaty was
never broken; and when, soon afterwards, the Carthaginians, in
their war with Rome, sent to Alexandria to beg for a loan of two
thousand talents, Philadelphus refused it, saying that he would help
them against his enemies, but not against his friends.

From that time forward we find Egypt in alliance with Rome ;
but we also find that they were day by day changing place with one
another: Egypt soon began to sink, while Rome was rising in
power ; Egypt soon received help from her stronger ally, and at
last became a province of the Roman empire.

At the time of this embassy, when Greek arts were nearly un-
known to the Romans, the ambassadors must have seen much that
was new to them, and much that was worth copying; and three
years afterwards, when two of them, Quintus Ogulnius and Caius
Fabius Pictor, were chosen consuls, they coined silver for the first
time in Rome. With them begins the series of consular denarii,
which throws such light on Roman history.

About the middle of this reign, Berenice, the mother of the king,
died ; and it was most likely then that Philadelphus began to date
from the beginning of his own reign : he had before gone on dating
like his father, from the beginning of his father’s reign.
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In the year after her death, the feast of Osiris, in the month of
Mesore, was celebrated at Alexandria with more than usual pomp
by the queen Arsinoé. Venus, or Isis, had just raised Berenice to
heaven, and Arsinoé, in return, showed her gratitude by the sums of
money spent on the feast of Osiris, or Adonis as he was sometimes
called by the Greeks. Theocritus, who was there, wrote a poem on
the day, and tells us of the crowds in the streets, of the queen’s gifts
to the temple, and of the beautiful tapestries, on which were woven
the figures of the god and goddess, breathing as if alive.

Among other buildings, Philadelphus raised a temple in honour
of his father and mother, and placed in it their statues, made of
ivory and gold, and ordered that they should be worshipped like
the gods and other kings of the country.

In this reign was finished the light-house on the island of Pharos,
as a guide to ships when entering the harbour of Alexandria by
night. It was built by the architect Sostratus, and as it had been
planned and begun by the orders of Ptolemy Soter, it was dedicated
‘to the gods Soteres,” as Soter and Berenice were called in all pub-
lic writings. The building of the royal burial-place in Alexandria,
which had been begun by Ptolemy Soter, was also finished, and
Philadelphus removed the body of Alexander to it from Memphis,
where it had for the time been left.

The navigation of the Red Sea, along which the wind blows hard
from the north for nine months in the year, was found so dangerous
by the coasting vessels from the south of Arabia, that they always
chose the most southerly port in which they could meet the Egyp-
tian buyers. Hence, when Philadelphus had made the whole of
Upper Egypt to the cataracts as quiet and safe for merchants as the
Delta, he made a new port on the Red Sea nearly two hundred miles
to the south of Cosseir, and named it Berenice, after his mother.
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He also built four public inns or watering houses, where the cara-
vans might find water for the camels on their twelve days’ journey
through the desert from Coptos to this new port.

The temple of Isis at Phile, an island in the Nile near Syene, was
begun in this reign, though not finished till some reigns later. It
is still the wonder of travellers, and by its size and style proves the
wealth and good taste of the priests.

Philadelphus also built a city at the head of the Red Sea, where
Suez now stands, and named it Arsinoé, after his sister; and he
finished the canal which Sesostris and Darius had begun, by which
ships could pass from this city on the Red Sea to the Nile near
Pelusium. He also built a second city of the name of Berenice,
called the Troglodytic Berenice, on the coast of the Red Sea, in the
same latitude as Meroé the capital of Ethiopia, and most likely on
the site of the port to which the Ethiopian traders had gone to
meet the vessels from Arabia, in those years when the trade came
to Egypt through Ethiopia.

In the number of ports which were then growing into the rank
of cities, we see full proof of the great trade of Egypt at that time :
and we may form some opinion of the profit which was gained from

 the trade of the Red Sea, from the report of Clitarchus to Alexan-

der, that the people of one of the islands would give a talent of gold
for a horse; so plentiful with them was gold, and so scarce the
useful animals of Europe.

In the same latitude with the Troglodytic Berenice, but separa-
ted from it by one of the forests of Ethiopia, was the new city of
Ptolemais, which, however, was little more than a post from which
the hunting parties went out to catch elephants for the armies of
Egypt. Asia had been the only country from which the armies had
been supplied with elephants before Philadelphus brought them
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from Ethiopia. It was most likely about the same time that the
Carthaginians began to use elephants in their armies, as, on a coin
struck by Atilius Calatinus, the Roman proconsul, on his conquer-
ing the Carthaginians in Sicily, in the twenty-ninth year of this
reign, the triumphal car is drawn by four elephants.

The Museum of Alexandria held at this time the highest rank
among the Greek schools, whether for poetry, mathematics, astro-
nomy, or medicine, the four branches into which it was divided.
Its library held two hundred thousand rolls of papyrus; which,
however, could hardly have been equal to ten thousand printed
volumes. Many of these were bought by Philadelphus in Athens
and Rhodes; and his copy of Aristotle’s works was bought of the
philosopher Nileus, a noted book-collector.

At the head of this library had been Demetrius Phalereus, who,
after ruling Athens with great praise, was banished from his country,
and fled to Ptolemy Soter. He was at the same time the most
learned and the most polished of orators. ¢ He brought learning
from the closet into the forum, and, by the soft turn which he
gave to public speaking, made that sweet and lovely which had
before been grave and solemn.” Cicero thought him the great
master in the art of speaking, and seems to have taken him as the
model upon which he wished to form his own style. He wrote
upon philosophy, history, government, and poetry; but the only
one of his works which has reached to our time is his treatise on
elocution; and the careful thought which he there gives to the
choice of words, and to the form of a sentence, and even the parts
of a sentence, show the value then set upon style. He not only
advised Ptolemy Soter what books he should buy, but which he
should read, and he chiefly recommended those on government and
policy ; and it is alike to the credit of the king and of the librarian
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that he put before him books which, from their praise of freedom
and hatred of tyrants, few persons would even speak of in the pre-
sence of a king.

But Demetrius had also been consulted by Soter about the choice
of a successor, and had given his opinion that the crown ought to
be left to his eldest son, and that wars would arise between his chil-
dren if it were not so left; hence we can hardly wonder that, on
the death of Soter, Demetrius should have been ordered to leave
Alexandria.

Soon after this, we find Zenodotus of Ephesus filling the office
of librarian to the Museum. He was a poet, who, with others, had
been employed by Soter in the education of his children. He was
also a critic, and is known as the first who turned his thoughts
towards mending the text of Homer, which had become faulty
through the carelessness of the copiers.

At the head of the mathematical school was Euclid, who is, how-
ever, less known to us by what his pupils have said of him than by
his own work, which is one of the few of the scientific writings of
the ancients which have come down to us. The discoveries of the
man of science are made use of by his successor, and the disco-
verer perhaps loses part of his reward when his writings are passed
by, after they have served us as a stepping-stone to mount by. If he
wishes his works to live with those of the poet and orator, he must,
like them, cultivate those beauties of style which are fitted to his
matter. Euclid did so: and the Elements have been for more than
two thousand years the model for all writers on geometry. He
begins at the beginning, and leads the learner, step by step, from
the simplest propositions, called axioms, which rest upon meta-
physical rather than mathematical proof, to high geometrical truths.
The mind is, indeed, sometimes wearied by being made to stop at
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every single step in the path, and wishes with Ptolemy Soter for a

shorter road ; but, upon the whole, Euclid’s neatness and clearness

have never been equalled. The writings of Hippocrates, Eudoxus, o Proclus,
Leon, Theatetus, and others, from which the Elements were com- o
piled,