THE WRITING

The tirst contact with the monuments of ancient Egypt always creates the sume impression: the

controntation with another world. It is not so much the colossal massiveness that s striking but

rather the cohesion of style, which does not speak to the ordinary sentiments of man and leaves no

slace tor sensuality. In architecture, the curve oceurs only to indicate an Osirtan aspect: death and
] ) )

riting is gided

resurrection (the cyelie principle); clsewhere, all consists of straight hines, the
between rectilinear borders, the statuary displays severe hicratic hearing. Walls are covered with
bas-reliefs where human figurations obey o rigid canon and are charged with arreibutes obviously
having a detfinite meaning; headdresses and crowns bear no resemblance to what can be seenin the

traces of any other avilization,

Ancient Egvpt is surreal. It evokes respect, imposing itsclf by roval sevle, Projecting irsclt

toward a |1c_\'nml. it remains rooted mnoall that which composes natural and human life. In s mra-
ditional figurations, nich in svmbols, there s aserene simplicity and also a surencss that conviction
alone can inspire.

At all times, people have s arched tor the causes of the force radiating from the vestiges of this

civilization.

This curiosity was of course first applied to the unviolated writings carved into the stone of

the monuments, Bur from Clement ot Alexandria to Champollion the Younger, this writing had

kept its secrets. [t was an important moment in the -history-of mankind when Champollion redis-

anings, because the other cannot

covered-one of the meanings of these inseriptions—ane of the n
be dissociated from the very spirit of the master builders’ thought. It is one selt-conrained whole,

a synthesis that cannot be transcribed in the words of a dictionary
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With the Maya, for example, we find a manner of writing composed of images, but they are
intricate and tortured images, while in Egvpt we are confronted with objects, animals, and human
gestures whose lines are descriptive in the purest sense, avoiding all mental complications.

In the midst of the bas-reliefs—rthose speaking images—tlows the stream of thought, expressed

‘ht lines as beoween the banks of a rniver, and this stre

with the sume inages guided between stra
contains no interruption: nothing separates the words, neither hiatus nor conventional signs. A sin-
gle exceprion is the royal name encircled by a “cartouche.”

Under such conditions, how could this writing be deciphered? In order to separate possible
words, it was necessary to know the methods of reading, and in order to know how to read the

signs, it was necessary o know the words. The discovery of the Rosetra Stone inscribed with a

bilingual text (the Egyptian hicroglvphic and demotic juxtaposed with the Greek) raised gre:
hopes of solving this problem, bur its solution had to wait tor Champollion, who to his knowledge
of Latin and Greek had added Hebrew, Chaldean, Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, and Coptic. In spite of

this, it was necessary for him t emplov a singular intuition—which could almost be called a rem-

ingscence —n order to lay down all the foundations of the writing and language.

Champollion left behind a solid basis on which, atrer the correction.of several errors, a corpus
could be founded, permitting today a fairly good reading of the profane sense of the glyphs. But it
is casy to torger that Champollion is the man of genius who, in ten years, with rudimentary means,
and after only cighteen months in Egvpe, was able to create the bases from which our philologists
have been working tor a century and a halt.

e never got to know the grear number of stelae and papyri that his successors were able to
study (and the lateer, morcover, achieved excellent work). When Champollion made his voyage to
Egypr (1828-30), many of the monuments now excavated were then seill pactially buried (such as
Iodtu, Dende
yet one remains surprised and filled with admiration for the greatness of the work this

. Esna, and Lusor, where only the rip of the colonnade of Amun was visible), and

holar
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Hreraglyphs

accomplished i such a briet time, for he died in 1832 at the age of forty-rwo, exhausted by his
unflagging studies.

Perhaps it would be uscful here to rcprndm’u certain torgotten passages trom the Introduction a
la Grammatre égypticune by Champollion the Younger, the cornerstone he bequeathed us, which

after his death was piously cdited by his clder brother, Champollion-Figeac.

EXCERPTS FROM THE INTRODUCTION 4 1.4
GRAMMAIRE EGYPTIENNE
BY CHAMPOLLION THE YOUNGER

Going back thraugh the ages, archacological scicnee, after having reached the original source of Roman arts
and civilization, concentrated its means and efforts on studving the monuments of ancient Greeee. That
cved, in general and as a result of the basic education of successive Enropean

zation, the veritable native sotl of the arts and scienees.

ous Land had been cansi
generations, as the primitive cradle of onr
: . . g s A I o ;

A conscientions examination of Hellenic monuments and traditions, however, mi{xyn’uu'\ weakens and
v to disengage itelf from the .,"’J[‘A'HJ:-”'/‘M.',’Huf:u' that tended

modifies this Uf‘fl!i’}h'. Such a study wo 1wl b
1o establish the system of spontancous generation in the ares, sciences, and all social tnstitutions on

gin @}'ﬂ’n' arts q,f'(;r.'r'ﬁ', as well as th
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Phonetic group un (“to be”)

the soil of ancient Greece, in spite of factual cvidenee and positive .f.wfr'mar,"v by the ancient Greeks them-
selves. This study would alsa have to prove that here, as perbaps cverywbere cle, the country was first
inhabited by barbaric hordes and later c(m/ﬁnl’."zv o succession "J}r:.ﬁ.;}rr‘l.!":‘.' papulations, whose arrival pro-
duced great changes and important modifications in the language as well as in the religion, in the practices
of the arts, and in the customs of civic life.

The truly Hellenie poputation descended from the north, wud then civilization came to i from the
south .',t':roH‘krb_/bn‘;;g:m\' wha had been expelled fram the castern regions q/lﬂ."c ancrent world by political

circumstances. Such is the epttome of bistorical documents that the Greeks themselves transmitted and that

concern their own primitive times. Thus it is in the Orient we must search for Hellenic origins: and

archacolagy, imbued with this truth, Sfirst of all /uc:'.-’.u)m the sublime f""r'/.":n'm) and incomparable

,mp(r[awf_v of the arts of ancient Greeee, . ..

Historians affirm that the first ssmewbat evolved forms of civilization were intraduced anmong the
small Hellenic tribes of Argolis and Attica by men from: the shores of Egypt, who bad come by sea. From
that moment on, according to these historians, Egvpt became a school where Greek legistators, roformers of

its cult, and particularly Helfenes of Enrgpe amd Asia, went for instruction. The latter specded up the

develapment of Greek soctety in being the first to propagate, by their example, the study of scicnees, bistary,

and philosophy. It is thus by b Enawledye of the Egyptian monuments that we éan trace the ori-

us crceds and the exterior forms

surce of a muaysr part of is reliy

of its cult. e ‘I'm.'u',ﬁ"/Jm'.'i.'m’mfi note Hhe fictual cvidenceas ta the antiquity of the civilization on the
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Nile’s shores, antertor to even da pa{u‘h‘ru‘ existence of the Grecks, and further, the nurmerous relations of a
nascent Greece with a venerable Egypt.

The renowwn and wealth of Egypt s soil, as well as its political importance from tinte Immemarial, haa
il At But the cn

nals

vles of ancient A

we ust 1nter

of ot of those mations Daving (rreio perished, 1t 1y the written mgnin

ragute: they will recall for us the names of the small tribes, now forgotten, who in those tines were sub-
mitted to Eg_v/),'i.m power by .U’r{/U'hu'zmn"h‘[‘.-u.‘n'u'n':u into the interior of Africa, « summening of bar-
baric tribes to crvilization by contact or by example. . ..

The number of variously dated monuments on Egyptian soil that have escaped bath ¢
centuries and bostile religions is still such that an abundance of divect evidence can be gathered coneerning

ha pioneered the loaoer Nile

vtsleation of

the cver increasing degree q,":‘f:‘i."i".uf/f:t.‘ attained by an industrious people
calley at a remate cpoch. For 1t st be sctiel: Fayprian monuments of the most ancient rimes show no
traces of the infancy ot art; to the contrary, they all manitest mature and experienced art R/
true that Egype retains no trace of 16 o origing it s in that region, hotweven, that we must sek the
origing of both Greek wrt and civilization and, consequently, our modern civilization’s point of departure

The study of Egyptian manuments and texts will lead us to the source of the first political institutions
ons state of the

1 Greeee,

e, those of Argos amd Athens, by presenting in its true light the /'n.’ml“f/ anid re
ancient cmpire of the pharachs while alva substantiating the advanced state of Fgyptian arts, long before

,'ﬂ":'[lr‘mfu(.'."uu of ‘thase same arts in Furope, Such a sty will undanbtedty demanstrate the Egyptian ori

gin af o very dmpurtant part of Fellente myth amd veligrons practices, abenit wohich el wreerfannty
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remains, and it has not as yet been possible to reduce ther: to a regular system, a-wirzg to the general _}‘z'ri;’urc'
. . . . . . - L . . . ‘ -
to distinguish what is proper to the Hellenic population from that which it received from castern colonies.
O il ven oy s ok ths Crnsd e i 3 ¥ St 1 .
One will recognize the v of the Greck Davic arch in the porticos of Beni Hasan and in the
ted by the

1605 01

of Karmuk, ex

ans wocll before 122 cpach of the sicge of Troy. An unprejudiced exam-

ination: of the bistortc bas-relicfs of Nt and Thebex <oi. convince us that Greek art took from Egyptian

scadpture ts first models ) it servilely imitated while aosorbing the -
/ ; - &4

se simplicity of their style; its means

thus enriched, the art of Greece adopted a principle that never belonged to Egyptian art: it bound itself to the
repraduction of natures beantifil forms, thereby moving fu "rﬂfn'r.fJf:{j.‘u‘.‘nﬁ:’ruwuvﬁ-am the primitive approach

i order to attain a sublimity that can perbaps never be reached by the efforts of our madern artists

The Egyptian origin of the sc

ces and the main phifosophical doctrines of Greece shall perbaps
became still more evident through the interprotation of Ervpt’s monuments. The Platonic school is nothing
but Egvptianism that has left the sanciuaries of Sais, and the old Pythagorean sect propagatzd ps L’A'fla/aigf
."m'." theories that are developed in the paintings and sacred legends found in the tombs o,"f/l;'r.('m‘i:\lo,"
Uhebes, tn the desert valley of Biban of-Moluk. \ 7

THE ORIGIN OIF PHARAONIC THOUGHT

Today Champollion’s reflections concerning the pharaonic origin of Greek civilization are confirmed.

\ph of the phonere: chirackors ad
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inereenth-century Hellenists were still ignorant of—or preferred to ignore—the antiquity of Yet the appearance of new microorganisms is constantly observed by our biologists, who speak

the high pharaonic civilization and, remarking the sudden flowering of an exceptional art and sci- of mutations, sudden changes in organisms.

*This opinion was perfectly This author places his beliet in a humanity whose origins are still rich with animal instiners

at became known as “the Greek miracle

enve in Hellas, invented i
avprian civilization was presumed o have evolved from and thar (by murationz—or by 1 harmonic coincidence of the ambient cosmos?) has received the

st tied as long as aslow development of IS
taculty of reason. This humanioy, very close to nature and in direct contact with i, was able “to

4 primary level. Such a view is today contradicred by the excavations and by documents pertaning
to the first dynastics. [ndeed, from the very start, there exists a hieroglyphic writing, perfecred rech- know” the forees that bring about the becoming ot things; but this “knowing” was not 1 “knowing

niques, and a science that obliges us cither to shift further back in time a primitive state of begin- by learning.” The downfull of this state, brought about by a faith placed in mental learning—a kind

ning and experimentation or to admit the existence of a humanity both inspired and prehistoric. of scission between innate knowledge and its retlection through the exterior, in shore, a dualiza-

= - - - > - o - . = “ - »
It was the intensely rationalist=materialist epoch ot our ninereenth century that presupposed an rion—rthat downtall was the condemnartion to scarch tor the source, “the condemnation to work,
evolution beginning with a primitve cell and progressing toward the human condition, all occurring Now it happens that work for work’s sake has never ennobled anyone: in order to harvest its fruit,

which is the liberation of consciousness, pertection must be sought and the moment artained when

i a purely marerial sequence and within the Timired framework of our terrestrial evolution.
It is true that Narure <hows us living beings at all intermediary stages berween the eell and o one knows how to live within oneself the tsk to be achieved; then the performing of it ceases o

culmination in human form, but it s nevertheless also certain that she very caretully hides trom s be work, regardless ot the cttort involved.
the passage of the living organism from one stage to another. The theory ot evolution 1s a purely A We lﬁclmld .m_cx;u:mlu of this in the sculprure l)‘r‘:l u."zc.nr !‘lg_\'}n. .Hu who was tirst t carye the
logical supposition that is absolurely uncontirmed by lite, even when we are shown the evoelution of r.tlcnnunl Horus “lived rh-u aspect, !.vc.mn;:,'.uul nobility of this bird in 3‘uc|1‘ l way that he did noc
the hunan ferus passing through all the essential aspects typical of animal stages, from the most “work™ in order to sculpe itz he Pm)u.-h:d his L‘un\'\'|Uus|1c.~‘s**:l|¥_1 not his vision—onto the stone.
rudimentary to the haman form. This example serves tor the whole of pharaonic expression. Another story is the evolution of the
) ¢ mental Baculties, a knowledge of a learned nacure that is the "work” of research implied by the eso-

! tericism of the words tound in the Mosaie Genesis,
This would explain the fact that at the known origin of the pharaonic empire, there wits 4 com
plete and pertect civilization, a time when thought was rranshied by geometry and number through

the pyramuds and other monuments more direcely than by the writings,

E Historically there is a forteiture of man’s “divinity” to the protit of mental acquisition, accom-

plished by the Sethian ool of the imitcor, the “ape of the Divine.”

THE DISCOVERY OF PHARAONIC WRITING
INTTS HISTORICAL ASPECTS

1 Ever since the seventeenth century, the curiosity of scholars had been excited by some Egyptian art

objects brought back to Europe, but the rare Greek texts concerning pharaonic writing remained

inscrutable, Said Champollion: I coas thanght that the Egyptian seriting called bevglyphic did in no

i way represent the sound ol the words of the spoken fangmage; that cach hicraglyphic character weas the

specitic sign of a distinet idea m.h."‘,rt‘i,uff"r. that this writing proceaded to the representation of ideas

i through symbols and emblems only (1deagrammatical form).

i Ay
Sar the imagination, or rathen, gave it free rein. The fesuit Kivcher lawiched ont inta this field and, aban-
doiing all rescrve, abused the gosd faith of his contemporarics by publishing, under the title Ocdipus

h ['f'f”"i'/"ﬂ':‘\. which the learned of our day have not yet renounced, speried an extromely vast field

Aegvptiacus, so-called translations af the hicraglphic legends carved upon obelisks that had been braught
to Rome, translations be himself did not belicve, since be very offen dared to support them with 71;0!.'1!:'5”..
from authors who simply never exited.

When the study of Coptic was introduced into Europe, P E. Jablonski ser himself the task of

classitving those dispcrscd passages of Greek and Latin authors that concern the religious system

ation of the

pr- With the aid of Coptic vocabularies, he also atcempted the interpre

of ancient E

names of divinities. But as Champollion observed, he would have to-have been certain that the
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Grecks and Latins in no way altered these names when transcribing them, and in order to prove
this, it would first of all have been necessary to know the Egvprian spelling of these names, and

during the whole of the cighreenth century, no progress was made in the deciphering of the hiero-

vlvphic writing
Fhe mwan

swstents, going Hoyond all fimies of the passible, seill served ta turn azeay the
more exdctting mnds front a type of u‘u.{]- held in total discredit owWing to the ancertainty of the methods

for a prioee

emplayed or becawse of the extravagant deductions resulting fram these methods.

Champollion cites Zocga as being among the only true promoters of’ Egyprian archacology.
This Danish scholar was profoundly versed in the cassics and had a good command of the Coptic lan-
gnage. ... He avas the first to vaguely suspect the existence of the phonctic component it the system of the
sucred writing, but he gave na extension to this notion, reducing it to a fese signs that led to the z’,\'/’"(\\i"fdf
of seandds Dy the same method ay s writing vame called rebus,

The Deseriperan e FEypte, published atter the conquest by the Frenchoarmy, again created
constderable nterest in the learned world by revealing vast architectural treasures and an abun

dance of texts. Then, with the announcement of the discovery ot the Rosetta Stone in August

1799 by a brilliant French otticer named Bouchard, hope tlared ot at Last penetrating the mys-

teries of the graphic system.

This bilingual mscrpuon is divided into three sections: the upper part is in hier phic writ-
ing, the middle in vulgar or demotic writing, and the lower in Gireck.

1 Swedish

As carly as 1802, Silvestre de Saey undertook s study. Soon abterward, Akerblad

Orientalist, tollowing the same lines as the French scholar, compared the Grreek proper names cited
in both the Greek and demortic inseriptions, ar the same tme deriving from this analysis a short
demotic or popular Egyprian alphaber.

Thes initiad success seemed at first ta .'u.'_t,fl‘r m the hapes vatsed by the Rasetta Stare, Aberblad, hoteever, vo
suceessfil in the analysis of the Greck proper names, obtained no results in bis attempts to apply the fund of

signs, whose calue be bad juse noted in the seritten expression of the Greek proper names, to the reading of

ather parts of the dewmatic imeription.

Firiling to assume, on the ane band, that the Egyptians conld have weritten the wards of their lingnage
with the medil vowels for the main part deleted, as has always been the practice with the Hebrews and
the Arabs, amd on the other band baving no inkling as to the fact that many of the characters {'IH/'/Q':'J "
thix text could helong to the class r_f,f‘\_rﬂ.'fmfr‘( stgns, the Sceedish scholar, ‘l'f\/vl'rih'.a/ by s fruitiess cfjorts,
ceased 1o occnupy Dhimself certh the Rasetta Stone. The wark of de Sacy anid Akerbliad had /‘i")i‘n'u': hosceer,

that the vnlgar seriting of the anctent Fgyptians expressed farcign proper nanmes by nicans of trady
alphabetic signs.

But sceing that the Rosetta Stone was partially destroved, no one had as yet been concerned
with deciphering the purely hicroglyvphic part of the inseription. [owas De Thomas Young, a noted
English scholar, who undertook the methodical examination of the three tests.

This zwork, the result of sagacious comparison, finally estabdished several assured notions concerning the
method pecutiar to the diffcrent branches of the Egyptian graphic system and their respective conncctions
.r[_,‘.;rr‘i.’n.l'ﬁ_‘.f naler frff/vrﬂqf ?f the ancicnt assertion l'('{\'n'f‘.'fi‘i.‘.;" the ise r_,,'_,r,‘ju,'fw',f!p('¢< and _|.|'m("f,.".'.' signs i the
hi 'q;r.ﬁ:pfu]‘

nusher, the cssence and the combinations of its findamental clements—these potnts remained indefinite

iting. The intimate nature of this writing, hosveven, its relation to the spoken linguage, its
and hypothetical.
It is true that the English scholar believed first in the alphabetic nature of all the signs of the

demotic text (1816); thenzan 1819, he attirmed that the totality of the signs was purely ideographic

i nature. The work of Akerblad having nevertheless proved the existence of phoneticsigns tor the
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Rosctta Stane ( British Museum)

transcription of Greek names, Young concluded that only for the transcription of farcign praper names
did the Egvptians, as did the Chinese, use signs that were actually ideagraphic but deviated from their
ardinary expression i order to make them accidentally vepresent sounds,

Champollion's great contribution was to have assumed and then recognized the existence of
three types of signs, which shows his ability to tind the just mean between extremes ot hvpothesis.
He was theretore the first to comprehend the famous words of Clement of Alexandria, subject of
so many carlier commentators:

Sqyptians woho recerve instruction learn first of all the kind of Egyptian letters cafled

Thase among the

cpistolographic; and seeond the hieratic, which is used by the bicrogrammats; and finally the
hieroglvphic &ind.

(There are two kinds of) hicroglvphic leteers: ane &5 curological, Hm.i’ilrg a first use gf]r."/*f‘:r."!g'fr}'
letters; the ather is symbolic

The syMBOLIC (method is subdivided into several kinds): sne literally represents the objects by

fitation: another expresses thent by trope (in a tigurative manner); a third exc
the E

CV AR i crescent farm in grder to werite moon. In the figurative method. changing

ively uses allegories

tians inseribe a circle when they want to write sun

expressed by certain crnigmas: Adccordin

after this fashion, amd th
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and deviating the sense of ebjects by means of analogy, they express them either by nro;.!'jvmg their image
or by submitting it to different kinds of transfor mation. Thus they employ anaglyphs when they want to
cornt example of the thivd kind [hicro-

srastsmit praises to the kg i the tarne of religions myth. Now he
Eal o [ v
pticns depict by erpents the other celestial hodies

weiting ], which wses entgmatic alffusions: the L

became of the wbliquity of their conrse, but the sun is ‘Fw'.*‘ni_l'm’f':l' @ seeraeh, (Clement of Alexandria, from
L.errone's translation)

Inspired mainly by this tamous text, Champollion classified the hieroglyphs into three caregories:

AL The mimetic or FIGURATIVE signs:

These characters express precisely the obfect, the more ar less faithfid and detaited image of which they
represent o the eye.

Se

N AT % 1 , } \‘)
\_) 4 i \

i < g o S .

Sun Muan Star Croced:le Offerings

B. The tropical or SYMBOLIC signs:

The impossibility of expressing certuin ideas—cspectatly abstract fdeas—hy figratioe characters fed
the Egyptuans o ineent a new order of signs by areans of sebich these idvas wore delineated o the trnages
of plysical obyects having clove or distant, actual or \.'J./'pm.’.." u'lurmmfﬂi/h with the objects F‘J,[‘f"c' telears to e
graphically represental.

Champollion distinguishes four methods:

L By svneedoche, i depicting the part jor the whole; most of the signs formed according to this
mcthod, hozeever, are essentially nothing but pure abbreviations of figrrative signs; thus o
arms, ane holding a shicld and the ather a pike or a shaft, significd an army, or combat.

W 2 F =y

(ot Badl oo Ram YL 1o affer To fead

2. Proceeding by metonymy, depicting ctise instead of effct offect instead uf canse, or the tool
rerstead of the finished work, Thus the month wwas expressed hy the crescent of the moon with
vs itself towward the emd of the month . . . the rfu'u by ffl:'_,ft:l:.m'.f'

the harns dosenzvard, as 1t sho
tcc sign of the sun, which is its author and cause ... the night by the sign of the sky combined

scith i star.

—- = AW
an ( Ne A\
) l 1L \_
S =
Mareh Fire Weittnyg Pure T tound
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3. In using metaphors, depicting an object that had some real or generally supposed similarity
with the idea expressed. In this way sublimity was designated by a sparrow hawk because of
its very lofty flight . . . thc mather by a
ntedd to this bind that 1t

e becanse such maternal tenderness was attrib-

wid 1o nouris/

CHLOns.

2 young with its own blood. (Champollion cites
Horapaollo tor these last 1

Subltmity Mother perisrity Revalty Piety Judge Guardian
of secrets

2
e N
2%

A fierther and Last procecding wa by evizmas, cmploying, in order to express an idea, the
inage of w physical sbjece related to the object whose idea was to be cxpressed, but related to it

ate, sametimes ezen purely conventional manner. According to this

1w very bididen, very
method—which was a msst indefinite procedure—justice was signified by an ostrich plume
Decanse all the feathers of this bird s wings wwere satd to be cqual. (Atter Horapollo)

T A,

Truth Thoth Yiours Bulrush 1 Yapyrus White crown Red vrown
ol the South of the North — of the South of the North

C. PHONETIC Signs:

The characters of the third class are the most important, since in the hicraglyphic texts of all times the
signs compasing this category are miich mare frequently used than those of the first two. These signs have
heen quabificd as phonetic because they do not actually represent tdeas but sounds or pronunciations.

(Excerpts from Champollion's Grammaire :K\;ﬂti.':lr:.')
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, Champollion’s

And so the complete bases of the reading were estublished. Already in 18

famous letter to Dacier announced the discovery of about fifteen phonetic signs. Ten vears later, his

Cra re bequeathed wconsi lerable number of words, the main verbal forms, the pronouns, arti-

s, and dijectives and their wees and dispositions in the sentence, Iris certmnly renurkable thar

ge of Coptic, o such precious aid in numerous cases, did noc mis

Champollion's thorough know
lead him in others, and that he was able to discern difterences where these existed.

Nothing remained to be done but to analyze methodically e h point in detail, a meticulous task
to which his suceessors applicd themselves. In 1930 the catalog issued by the prass of the French
Institute of Oriental Archacology in Cairo contained almost four thousand hieroglyphic signs, and
the Warterbuch (the Berlin dictionary) supplied the meaning of about thirty thousand words or vari-
ants. The perfecting of the grammar continues vear by vear, and yetin the 1954 edition ot his Classical
F

ptian Dictinary, G Letebvre makes the following observation in his pretace:

s

o S

e e

THE WRITING 21

Falture belanging 1o the “twa mistressec af the Taeo Lands” group

Our grammatical structures have by necessity a conventional and provisional character and would
no doubt surprise a seribe of the House of Life, could he be called upon to view them. They will be
cither confirmed by time or moditicd by our successors; it will perhaps even become possible to
“analvze the Egvptian language trom within rather than exteriorly,” which was Maspero's wish, as

Capart recently recalled.

The impressive work of philologists since Champollion has \'CI‘[JE:I_\" ]wﬁﬁittud a correct
reading of the profane texts: in Champollion’s tootsteps, research has continued on the phonetic and
grammatical aspects ot the writing, but the words of Clement of Alexandria have been overlooked:
there are at least two possible readings. While one of them is phonetic, the other is symbolic.

The image is neither a rebus noraervptogram but, naively, speaks to evoke an intuition. In no
case must the latter be translated into words, reduced to a concrete notion such as a usctul object

or even a mental abstraction, which could distort the reading at firse sight. When we designate, for
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example, by the word Aorizon the apparent line separating earth (or sca) from sky, this visible line
is an abstraction, since it is nothing but an appearance: it has no material reality. But in formular-

ing this nation by the word Aorizon, we see this line mentally, we are bound to see it if we do not

want that word to become devoid of sense. Instead, when the pharaonic mind reprevents the hori-
zon by the image of the sun between two mountaing, that representation evokes the moment of the
sun’s emerging from darkness in the moming and returning to it at night. This is @ funcrion, a vital
state of being. The sign “horizon,” in its image, is positive, concrete, and has nothing abstract or
conventional about it, but what it evokes is an “intuition” of a function: the function nfuppunring.
of being having emerged from nonbeing, [t would again be nothing but a chain of reasoning, hence

a concretization of the intuition, were we to say: the sun was merely hidden. . ..

Therefore when Champollion and philologists atter him said that the Ancients used certain
images in order to signify abstractions, they were not absolutely accurate in terms of truly pharaonic
thoughe: it is rather the evoking of intuitions, which in our way of thinking are mental abstractions.
But tor the Ancients they were “states of being.”

In order to sum up as simply as possible, let us bear in mind that the conerete symbol evokes
the abstraction, while in our way of thinking, abstractions necessarily spur the search tor the con-
Crete unage on which they can lean. This formula must be understood in a vital sense and ;||1pi|vs,

furthermore, to all the symbols of the hieroglyphs (raken in their hicraic sense).

T -

st} s b

Muyth is generally taken to mean an account of the exploits, adventures, or avatars of fabled per-
sonnages composing 4 pantheon. Strictly speaking, however, myth must be seen as the symbol of
a theogony. [t is symbol inasmuch as it incarnates cosmic functions in human form. Consequently,
through images, it evokes the functional principles of the universal law governing the becoming of
things, the genesis of that which, trom the human point of view, appears to be the cffect of an
absolute cause variously known as Devas, Theos, or God, and called, in ancient Egypt, Neter-
netern, the Principle of principles,

Muyth is therefore the anthropomorphization of the elements of a philosophy, and its under-
standing as such presupposes a knowledge of the natural bases laid down as premises.
and thinks the principles of the universe, he concretizes them into

Since it is man who judges
human form, which is natural evolution at its highest known state. As a finality of nature, the

human heing necessarily epitomizes all the phases of this becoming and can thus be regarded as the

representative of the universe: Man, fnsww thyself and thau shalt know the untverse and the gods, it was
written at Delphi. This thought has served as the toundation for all revelations concerning the
secret of becoming and the return of being to its source.

a human mature to CosmMIc

There are two aspects of this conception of myth: the first give
principles by attributing to this symbolization ordinary human feelings and reactions: this lends a
historic character-to-myth. The second, and tvpically pharaonic, aspect is simply an anthropomor-
phization of those principles: although represented in human form, hunian feclings-are not aterib-
uted to them. It is a kind of synthesis berween table and myth. In order to give life to certain typical

ta
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Anubis, Hathar of the aments, Harus, Nephtbys, Lis, and Osiris (Nincteenth Dynasey)

qualities that are universal, although they can only he shown in a restricted aspect, the poct chooses

imals those incarnating these qualities most aceurately. Then he mukes them speak

among the s

and behave in the nanner of men. In this case we are not concerned with historicity bue with pure
symbol.

Pharaonic myth combines fable and anthropomorphization into a pertect matural svmbol to
express a knowledge concerning life’s seeret. [t does not sitiate in time events that i realiey are con
stant, but it does, on the other hand, situate them in space, that is to say, in situ, raking into account
a natural concordance such as orientations, surroundings, and symbioses.

Accordingly, three mam centers are tound, cach revealing the myseery of creation under a Jdif-
ferent form: Heliopolis, Nemphis, and Thebes, and cach provinee, or nome, has its own particular

cult with its focal seter. its myth and legend
of tune,signs cich site with one

The Osirtan myth, which rergned o carthrar the begimni
ot its episodes: it is by the mouth of Tanis that the cottin of Osiris, murdered by his brother Seth,
was washed into the sea. [ is in Coptos that, through the celestial winds, Isis leared of the death
of her spouse, and it was in Byblos thar she found the sarcophagus of Osiris, around which a mar

velous tree had grown. And it is in the marshes of the Delta thar Wadjer, the temale divinity of the

My TH
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North, secretly raised the young child Horus, who was later to engage in interminable combat
against Seth in order to reconquer his father’s heritage. When Isis broughe back the coffin of her
husband, Seth dismembered the body of Osiris, flinging the pieces into the Nile, which dispersed
them throughout the land. But Isis recovered every part of this neters body, she presented each dit-

terent part as a relic to the difterent remples of Egypt, and thus every sport is consecrated by the

relic it received or the myth connected with ir.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE MYTH

When studying pharaonic beliefs, it is tempting to try to unite into a single system all the rites and
docrrines dispersed throughout the land. The problem posed by such an “iccount™ ot pharaonic
“religion” is complex enough to have raised numerous interpretations, cach one perreetdy defensible

trom a particular point of view. However, these ditterent theories are in opposition to one another

1s the

and propose contradictory theses, “from the rudest ferishism to the most subtle symbolism,
abbé Drioton wrote in 1938, s ’

It is rrue that there is no hieroglyphic text that presents the religion in the form of a dogma
dictating a definite set of beliefs. And yet in the temples bordering both banks of the Nile, in tombs,

on stelae and papyri, we find innumerable inscriptions relating ro all the nuances of cule and myth,

to all that can be summarized by the word re/s; fn. “And ver, i spite ot the richness of documen-
tation, which could almost be called excessive, it is impossible to set forth a perfectly coherent syn-
thesis.” (E. Drioton and J. Vandier, L7 Lupres . 03)

Indeed, religion such as we conceive it today presupposes the existence of sacred texts express-

ing in “official and definitive” form a dogma upon which believers bestow their taith, "With the
religion of ancient Egypt we have a quite ditterent state of affairs: in order to understand its
essence, the terms of the modern conception must be turned upside down. [ts basis was not faith
but cult and, owing to the circumstances of its Lim-'v.'lnpmvm. local cule: the fact of rendering
homage to a god of a specific name who was both recognized and prockimed lord and master of a
specific site.” (Ibid., p. 64)

This refers to the local cult peculiar to each of the forty-two nomes of the empire of the “Two
there are

Crowns.” But side by side with this cult, which had as many #eters—or even trinds—
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Isis (sarcophagus of Ramesses i)

2 T ek bt livi . T
provinees, there is abundant testimony of a sacred history that-trn lates under the form of myvth

I the mystery of creation. By general agreement the popular cultis there-

the origrins of the workd anc
hing of the temples. But this distinction still does nort resolve the

fore distinguished from the teae
- o 1 2
irritating problem: how could such a collection of ereeds be elaborated inro a totality that tinally

constituted a “relicion”able to last over tour millennia?

PUSPTSES—
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Looking back to the origins in prehistory, we note the existence of numerous symbols that will
figure as the emblems of nomes throughout the entire historical period; they will be attributed to
the local meter, as for example the bucranium of Hathor, the crossed arrows ot Neith, or the sym-
bol of Min (which some claim to be a thunderbolt and others, a lock).

The tirst question concerns the choice of the-e emblems: since we are supposedly dealing with
primitive peoples, such a choice could only have been dictated by tear or superstition, which helps
explain the case of the crocodile or the serpent but not the symbols for Hathor and Neith, and so
many other completely inottensive objects. It was therefore supposed that long before the historical
period, the land was peopled by tribes or “clans,” cach having its particular “gods,” their symbols cor-
responding to a primitive totemism. Violently arracked, this interpretation gave way to the theory of
feeishism, doing no more than replacing one word wich another and still bringing no solution to the
problem posed by the elaborarion of great cosmogonic systems. It was then that scholars trned

the legends o find the historical origins of the religious and political conquest ot the counrry.

According to the Palermo Stone and the Turin Papyrus, there were tirst of all divine dynasties,
then the "Venerable Ones,” and finally, the Companions of
Horus. A grear mystery hovers over the latter, whose reign
alone is supposed to have lasted more than thirreen thousand
vears betore the unification ot the Land by Menes, the first his-
torical king. On the other hand, the monuments show, and
tradition athirms, that two unportant religious centers existed
betore Menes, the double ciry of Nekhen-Nekheb tor the
kingdom ot the South (assigned to Seth with the whire crown)
and the double city of Dep and Pe for the kingdom of the
North (assigned to THorus with the red crown). Some scholars
have held that perpetual quarrels between Seth and Horus
could be found in the myth, and that in the final victory of the
latrer resided the historic origin of the conquest of the entire
rerritory. But seeing that it has not vet been possible to deter-
mine whether the cwilizing of Egypt proceeded trom the
north southward or inversely, the skirmishes between Seth and
FHorus have had to remain contined to the realm of myth,

And so the historical vision has been extended to the whole
ot the pantheon, deeming each nome to have originally been a
small independant state, conflicts to have broken our between
these states, and the triumph ot the stronger to have resuleed in
the supremcy of the victorious mefer, and, 1t was logically con-
cluded, this is how Atum, supreme neter of Heliopolis, obtained
hegemony under the Old Kingdom; a turther conclusion was
that Menes, a king native to Fleliopolis, finally unified Egypt.

All told, it was a political conquest in religious guise. Bue this

interpretation still did not explain the origin of the philosophy
of the temples nor the coexistence of all the local cules and the
four great centers: Heliopolis, Memphis, Hermopolis, and

Thebes. And so the notion ot sys

et was proposed, the

fusion of several philosophical systems under the most powerful

authority. Osiris
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Burt however attractive these tatemist, fetishist, or syncretist theories may be, they do not resolve
the crux of the problem, which consists precisely in the elaboration of these systems. Furthermore,
according to our way of thinking, one of these “systems” should have predominated and gradually
stothered the ancient belicts of the conquered barbarians. No such thing occurred, and the pares
coexisted within the whole during the entre pharaonic empire. Such facts, and the ‘[”-"“l'"'_" one
encounters when collecting under the word religion creeds and rites of such apparently difterent

nature, lead to the following conelusion:

Their doctrine spread according to the fame of the temple; it would then emigrare and influ-
ence the theology of the more obscure suncruaries. All told, 1t was nothing bur the collective opin-
ion of those tirst faithtul ones, the priests, secing that the king was the only lawful pontitt. ..

|'This doctrine] thus lett an open tield tor other opinions to those who frequented the same

on, one s authentically as the other: fenshists or symbol-

temple and who practiced the same reli
ists, anthropomorphists or partisans of the spirituadiny of divine nature, polvtheists, henotheists, or
monotheists in varving differences of expression, supporters of the historicity of myth, ot ies alle-
soric o naturist interpretation. Al these ereeds, which can only be expressed m contradictony dog-

s, have infaer found their place side by side in Egyptian religion and have lets their traces o i

wion by s cule, which was unitied, and

writings. This is why it is possible to define Egyprian

inpossible to do so by s dogma, which was not only mantold butalso diversely interpreted accond-

. (i)

it reli

Tt would be ditficulr to present 1 better summary of the ditterent opimons put torth concernng the
apparent mulplicity of pharsonic beliets. This multipliciy will renain i enignacas long s these ereeds
are considered to be dogma or even severa dogias difterently interpreted according to diterent centers,

when it s actually the illustration of a philosophy relating the successive phases of hecoming,
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Tum Nomy of Hel:apolis I (Heliwpalic)

THE MYSTERY OF HELIOPOLIS

The Helinpolitan revelation is known mainly through the carved texts lining the long alabaster or
- chambers in the pyramids of the Fitth and Sixth

limestone walls of the corridors and Funer:

inscriptions are worded in archaie style.and this

Dynasties: henee their mume Pyramid Texts. Th
has caased- them-to-be compared with the celebrated Edwin Smith Surgical Papyrus, the original
of which is attributed to the time of Djoser (Third Dynasty). But since other medical papyri worded
i of a certain “Treatise of the Heart,” tound dewcath the fict

in the same styvle relare the divine orig
of Anubis along with other ancient zweritings during the reign of one of the hrst kings of the First

Dvnasty, there is reason to believe that all these texts o back at Teast to the time of Menes, at which

time the myth, completely formed. appears.
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The pyramids affirm the faith in 1 one and only god, indefinable and eternal, Neter of neters:
He whase name is hidden, He who has no limits, the incomprehensible.

In Heliopolis, the Innu of the North, the creative act is revealed with the appearance of Tum
{or Atum). This word serves to express at once the affirmation (of existence) and the negation (of
the original unity by the very fact ot that creation). Accordingly, the word expresses being and non-
being; nonbeing becomes the source, and being becomes it negation,

This reversal of notions is rypical of pharaonic thought.
ine Ogdoad, which, with him, will torm the Great

Tum will next bring into the world the d
Ennead, analysis of this crearive act.
It is said of Arum:

He wha was barn tn the Nu
wwhen beaven had not yet become,
when earth had not yet become,
awhen the two supports [Shu and Tetnue] Acd not yet become,
befare the neters were born,
befare death bad become,
.h,_-fbrg- there bad become the qruu."ﬁ';'." <o the votce, anger, and slander
hefare the Eye of Horus had been pur ant, before Seth’s testes were severed.

(Pyramid Texes 1040 and 1463-660)

Such is the mystery of creation, the seission ot the oneness, Nun, whose legend adds, concern -
g Ra, the universal aspect of Tum:

AAned Rt said to Nent: € most anciont of gouds, Thow tn whom | have come into extstence,

Nun is the abstract, primordial milicu, symbolized by the warers, the cosmic ocean, as the

HIRRRINY S]‘CL’iﬁ S H

papyrus of Nes
When Atwnr bad conerged fram Nun, the /ﬁn'nmn.’h.'f aeaters, hefore heaven and carth were born, before

UaENE Or n-,nrr'l(- wwas created, be could find wo place to stand upan. (. Erman, La Religion des Egypticns)
Then Tum came into being: Thou bast sprung up as primaordial hillock. Thou hast risen ltke the bird
of the stone [ben-hen] within the abode of the Phoenix ae Heliapalis.
Thou hast spit forth [ishsh] Shu, Thow bast havcked up [tefn] Tefiur. (Pyramid Texts 1652)
This mysterious dualization produced Aram, the hillock, for is it not evident that Atum has

himselt become that primordial knoll> And this polanzation iv crcation. Nun and Tum will then

Nephthys
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appear as sky, Nut, and carth, Geb.
That which has separated them will
also take torm, tor the legend savs
that when spitting (i, \tum
created Shu, and when expectorating
(tefnn), he created Tetnut, and rogeth-
er thcy compose the firmament,
which distinguishes and separates
heaven and earth, [tis the brmament
of the Mosaic Genesis. Accordingly,
spitting is air and water, the aproand
spouting of the mouth. actually
coming from Nun, the primordial i i N85, o R O it
ocean, but through At { =

Nun, unity or the expression ot
oneness, o bur does not exdise and
thus cannor cease to be. Along with the cight principles, four male, tour temale, who have sprung
from the first scission, Atm forms the Grear Enncad of Heliopohs:

O Great Enncad of veters in Heliopolis, Tum, Shui, Tefiut, Geb, Nut, (Oneris, Las, Seth, Nephehys,
sebich Tum brings inta the coorld by projection of hes heart, s by wien futh, o yous e of the "Nine

Butos™ mane of von is separated from T, (Pyramud “Texts 1655)

1t would be wrong to consider the cnnead as a series of nine principles. [t s buta single stare
that splits up and could symbolically he called “karvokinesis,” the function ol dualization as it
appears i cellular organic ife.

With the clements of creation recounted at Heliopolis, all thar will constitute the world has
been defined. Nut, the sky, supported by Sha and separated from the carth, Gebg then Osins, the
at

principlc of regeneration; Seth, the fallen archangel who opposes the coming torth of the gen
ing fire, Florus, Shu, the air, sustaining life, will make Nephthys, and the invigoraring, vitalizing fire
in Nut, which animates all lite, will make Is

This is confirmed by the attribution of the four canopic jars containing embalmed organs:

Nephthys pratecting the lungs, and Isis, the liver, whose action is well known as the separating and
“cooking” ot the blood.
IHehopolis gives the entire metaphysies of the cosmic opus, all the bases on which the sensor-

tal workd will be grounded to become accessible o human intelligence.

Prab, Sckbmet, and Nfertam

MyTH 31

THE MYSTERY OF MEMPHIS

It is ar Memphis, the White Walls, in the temple of Prah, that the metaphysical principles are
endowed with bodily torm. Whar s arfirmed ar Heliopolis is here explained. In Memphis is taught

the wiork of Prah, that of "giving torm” and ot animazing these torms.

The most ancient known text concerning the Memphite mystery is a copy of an old text said
to have been destroyed by worms. This copy, on black granite, was made by the Ethiopian king
Shabaka. Sethe, tor linguistic reasons, dated the original as stemming from the first dynasties:

1t 55 Prab, wwho iv called by the grear name, Titenen. . .. He who begot himself, says Atum, he who gave
hirth to the company of nine neters.

Atter an account concerning the death of Osiris and the contlict between Horus and Seth,
there tollows the descriprion of Prah as creator, he himselt being the Ogdoad:

1he neters, which have thetr )fw[n' i Prah;

Prah on the great throne . .

Prtah-Nun, the futher, wha [begot] dewm. o
Prah-Nunet, the mother, wha bare dtum.

Prah, the great one—rhe is the beart and the tongue of the nine neters,
Prah . .. wha gave birth to the neters

Prad . . . who gave birth to the neters

Prab . .. Ne

rtien at the nove of Ra cach duy,

It 15 the same fire imoanent to the oneness Num that made Tum appear. This same fire is now

Pl owing to its materialization through Tum.

1t arase as heart, it arose as tongue, as a symbol of Atum, ... Ptab is the very great one. . .

The heart and tongue buve poweer aver all limbs because of the doctrine that it [the beart] is in cvery
Dauly and that it [the fr.n‘qm'/ is tnn every mauth of all vevers, all men, all cattle, all roptiles, all that lives,
in that it thinks all that it [the beart] <eill and commands afl that it {the tongue] will.

His nine neters are befare bim as teeth and lips. . .. Atum’s nine neters bave indeed arisen from bis
<. vet the nine neters are the teeth and the lips in bis [Ptalys] month, which told the
name ot all things, from sebich Shu and Tefunt proceeded, and which created the nine neters.

°F)

seed and bis fing

The sight of the cves, the hearing st the cars, the breathing of the nose, it is communicated ta the heart.
Thiv it o awhich lets all knozeledye cone farth, and it 1s the tangue that repeats what the heart thinks.
Thus all neters were barn and bis [Prabs] nine neters were completed, Every word uttered by Prah

came parth from what the heart had thaught and the tangue bad commanded. In this way also kas were

created and hemsut determined.

The Ged Prab, S. Holmberg)
Prah incarnates himselt by being bath the fire that will coagulate Nun and the resulting hillock,

Tum. As fire he is active pou

bring farth all nourishment and all faod through bis word. (trans.,

and thus, simultaneously, cause and effect.

In the Pyramid Texts, Prah has already been reterred to as “chietartisan” and “creator of forms,”
and later legends present him modeling the universe and men on a potter’s wheel. Ptah is also the
“patron” ot all artisans and of all human works, and it is therefore said in the text of Shabaka:

He wwho docs thie wobteh icloved-and -he-wobs dacs that wwhich is abhorred: Life is given to the peace-

Sul wran and death to the zwmz\gfog'r: Thus all wwork is dane and all handicraft, the work aft.{'u' Pands and

the wwalking of the legs, and the mozement of all [sther] limbs according to this command that the heart has

thoughe sut amd that contes farth through the tongue, which is the being of all things. . . |

ug
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capacity she will be wdenuhied with Isis, Shie is the celestial-cow

Thus Ptab was content after he had made all things
and all nerers’ words. He bad indeed borne the nerers,

wnded the provinees, and placed the

&

chip, Ho bail detors

, e Dad mraede

atintded therr sanctuar

bodies as they desired.
Thus the nerers entered into thetr bodies of all kinds
of wood, all kinds of mincrals, all kinds of clay, and afl

ich they had

kinds of other things that grow theseon, n
taken shape. (Ibid.)

This text contirms the word weter as meaning
“specitying tunctions.”

Prahv i
the Greek Hephaestos, the divine blacksnich who

Fire tallen into carth™ and he will become

taught the arts to men. The female principle ot Prah

is Sckhmet, the sanguinary lioness who, 1 a legend
connected with the myth of the Solar Lye, almaose
destroved all humanity. The child born of the couple
Prahi-Sekhmer is Neter-Tum, “the fultillment of
P, who appears as alotas Hower that 1, accornd
ing to the Pyramid Texes, wears on his nose cach day

Scekhmet s often called the “Girear Fochantress™
she is the protectress of doctors, who were siied 1o he
“priests of Sckhmer and magicans,” Under the name
of Menhit, however, she becomes the preeminent
oddess ot war, Then, from dreaded  loness, she
resumes the peacetul aspecr of Tathor upon return
ing trom the South, where she cooled her ardors in
the waters of the Abaton (near Philae).

From Hathor, “the house of Hor™ will be born
the little Thy who holds the sistrum and the menar,
which are Tathors own symbols. In Dendera,
I Lathor is called “the Golden One.” The figure of Thy,
the meter of music and harmony, brings to mind the
Greek myvth of Aphrodite and Ares conceiving
Flarmonia

Hathor is venerated throughout Egypt under
difterent names and wich different qualitics. She is
herselt the Eve of Ra, the apparent disk, and thus she
undergoes the vicissitudes of the solar course.
Hathor is also the “mother goddess,” and in this

well, the divine nurse whose

milk will nourish the kings. Finally, there are the seven Hathors who prcmh' over the destiny of

the newborn child.
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THE MYSTERY OF HERMOPOLIS

Fhe name ot Hermopolis, city ot Hermes, s bur a later Greek appellation of the great religious
center of Thoth, The rue and sacred name ot the capital of Upper Egypr’s fifteenth nome was
Khemenu, “the city of the Eight,” where the eighe pristine acters appeared, Is civil name, Un, was
designated by the nome’s emblem, the hare, and signifies “existence.”

Ihoth, or Djchuty, was likened o the moon, whose birth is recounted in an ancient legend:

While Ra was in the heavens, he sawd one dav: Flace Thath come unto me, and Tharh was bran

Dot wrece, The neters Magesty sad vo Uhoth: Be dn the sky in my stead whidse { shine for the Meved i

the infirior segions. . Thau art in my place, my represeutative, and this thai sbalt e nawed: both, the

replacement of Ka Fhen all imanner ot things sprang up as the result of Ras play upon wonds, e
told Vhaoth: £ shadl make it vo that thau wwilt cobrace [ionh| the trea skics by thy beauty and thy raye—

and thins the moon seas born [ioh ] Further onin the tese bl make it so that thou wwilt send [hob|

greater anes than thee—and thus the Whis [Wib], the bird of Thoth, was born. (Erman, Religion des




34 TR TEMPLES OIF KARNAK

The baboon of Thath before the .I.‘r-m."m (Great hypostvle hall, Kirnak)

This ts how R, the solar light, while beneath the carth, has himself replaced by the moon and

its light: Theoth.

Numerous are the legends atrributing ereative power to the very pronouncing of the name. This

efficacity of the word at the source of things sensorial pervades the hymins, pravers, or litunes.
slation, To name is to

These are mainly based on “word gumes,” which lose their meaning it

call into fife, and it s said in the Tegends of Tsis and Rachar to know the “seeret name™ is to know

the means of warding ot malehic forees, To know the "secret name,” then, would be to know the
function.

Thoth, Thrice-Greatest (whenee Hermes Trismegistos), is the divine seribe who transmitted
all science to men, be it astronomy. medicine, or the rituals of the cult. Thoth is the master of nezer-

vphs. He is the inspiration and patron of every seribe or student

miedn, or divine statts, the hieroy

¢ kept the “writings of Thoth,”

of the “House of Lite.” In one of the sanctuaries of each temple
s sacred scrolls, and the prieses alone are allowed to consult them.
The animals conseerated to Thoth are the ibis and the baboon. Thoth is the inventor of the

Calendar, the regaliator of time, the dispenser of the vears: Iis-owing to-him-that the barque of Ra

<ails the immensity of the diurnal as well as the nocturnal sky, crossing "in peace” cach hour pro-
rected by the twentv-four zefers attributed to cach division of the daily evele. Thorh is the Great
Tudge who “arbitrates™ the eternal enemies, Seth and Horus, and he is cited in this capacity as far

back as the Peramid Texts.

.
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In Hermopolis, however, Thoth is never cited in the myth of creation. Here the myth is a
resumption of the Ogdoad of Hnlnmulu but only abstruse principles appear at the beginning.
pent named Kem-at-f, “He who has accomplished his time.”

Betore creation, there existe

Although it 1< smd that Kem-a = atrer having given birth to a second serpent, Ir-ta ("crearor

of the carth”), it is elsewhere at 4 that Amun of the remple of Karnak is himselt Kem-ar-f. As

its name indicates, the second serpent was the true author of the world, and it was this Ir-ta (later
merzed with the ithyphallic Amun of the temple of Luxor) who created the eight primeval sesers,

The Eight Primordials form tour couples of serpents and trogs whose mysterious names are
interpreted as follows:

The first couple, Nun and Nuner, prrsunil'lm the primu\':ll waters or the space of the world
hetore ereation. The second couple, Heh and Hehet symbolizes warter “searching tor its path” (heb
means to search). The third counle, Kek and Keker, signities the darkness thar reigned upon the
waters betore the appearance of the un. The tourth couple bears several names, the most trequent

and Niar, or Amun, "He whose name is hidden,”

being Niu, “He who tiens away and disappea
and Amuner, his temale principle. [n Hermopolitan cosmogony, the part p]u_\'cJ by this tourth cou-
ple is that ateributed to the “spirit of God moving upon the face of the waters” in the biblical
account of creation. (From J. Vandier, La Refigion des egyptions, p. 63)

And so the Eight Primordials were created, but the world was still darkness and silence. Upon
the waves of the primeval warters, these eight were carried to Khemenu, where a hillock of mud had

arisen. On this small hill an ey became and ot this egir was born a goose, who tlew otl,

Then day appeared, for this bird was none other than the Great Cackler, the sun wself, author of
the first ray of light and of the first noise rending the silence.

When their creative work was accomplished, the Eight Primordials died and were buried at
Medinet THabu, across trom Thebes, A small temple still stands ar their burial place, to which
Amun of Luxor went every ten davs in order to make ofterings to them.

“T'he idea that a god might dic is incompatible with our way of thinking,” remarks the great
Egyptologist Erman, but he later acknowledges: “The true sense of all the subrleties gathered here
pes our uninitiated minds.” (Erman, Religion des u"q_vfli:'!r.r, pp- 121-22)

It is indeed difficult to admit the death of a “god,” considering our interpretation of this word.

Once again our conceptions must be turned upside down in order to penetrate to the depths of

pharaonic thought. For the Ancients, the word meter referred to active principles, to the causes of

phenomena. This word has been translated as *God" consequently people speak of pharaonic

“gods,” and herein lies a source of contusion, To deists, God is the Creator, to whom they attribute

a free will similar to man's but situated outside of the world.

This 1s not the concept pharaonic Egypt attached to che term nefer, seeing tha a clear distine-
tion was made between metaphysical sezers, cosmic neters, and the werers responsible for natural
facts that concern humanitv. These principles are anthropomorphized, but they are not humanized,
as are the gods of Olympus, tor example.

The “principle,” or meter, is not a participating agent; it only des-
ignates a mode of action. The neters are the laws of divine harmony;
they direct the attinities and concordances, they give rise to torms and

signatures, command the phases of becoming and its return to the

source: they characterize lite. Thus the seters are conscious principles,

but they are without fiee wifl, without the faculty ot deliberate choice.

The philosophy descriptive of the nature of the seters is transmit-

ted through legends, which vanv with cach muin center (temple)
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because the same “mode of action,” or principle, changes its aspect according to the medium upon
which it bears; the action of fire, tor instance, will be ditferent on tire, on water, on air, or on solid
baodies.

Thus, in the Mysrery of Hleliopolis, Amnun s an abseract principle: Fle cobose maine is bidden. In
Hermopolis he becomes the breath that animates air and wind, We have seen betore that Kemi-ar-t,
“He who has accomplished his time,” is said to have died and also said to be Amun of’ Karnak
himself. This apparent contradiction stems from a misinterpretation of the word deads when activ-

ity has produced ies fruit, it stops being, as such, since it has tixed itselt within the truir.

THE MYSTERY OF THEBES

The Thebun revelanion s intimately linked o Hermopolitan cosmogony; in Khemenu, however,
the generative "milicu” is described, while at Thebes, the f.tpit;ll of the Wast nome (the key ot the
Nile), the trair of this genesis is detined—rthrough Amun, Mut, and Khonsu.

One of the hvmns in the Ritual of the Daily Divine Worship detines the nature o the Theban
Amun:

Salutativns tu thee, Anin-Ra, :fl'zihr:‘jb.".'n hurn .f[k'_/r'ul time, Muster of Ltcrnity, One and Only
One who groes bireh to neters, wha grves birth to men, throngh thee all things come aboat.

Master of Lagi, Thew comest forth as one only, abone in Nun, befare thy father Geb fearthf wnd thy
muther Nut [yky.

Theaw art wy Horus ceho itfluminates the 'l

12 15 not the solar disk that shotes itself ta the inbabitants of the sky, but thine beadd that reaches beaeen
o thy .!.":'irn'_jf'u m, cxerferng thy two plumes and coming forth from the waters. . ..

e [Pharaoh] knowws thy perfect mames aned all that thou didst <ohile [seill] the One and Ondy in Nun,

wo Lands with bis tivo cyes.

in thine ozen name of Creator wheose beart s tireless,

Al the neters reputee anmd worship thetr Lovd, this One wmd Onfy One weho bides himsely [eAmun] from
his oton creations, who ruled this carth upan coerging from the Waters, soby veded the Fire of the Void,
wwha clevated it in his name of “Breath of Life.” (Berlin Papyrus, chapter 40)

Thus Amun is deseribed as he who hides, who contains (like the veil behind which is hidden)
the fire of the original void and so becomes the breath ot life.

In the Theban triad=—Amun, Mut, and Khonsu—the female aspeet of Anun s Mur, This can
be illustrated in the tollowing manner: the moon, as retlector, is the female aspect ot the sun, In
this way does a nameless activity hecome perceptible (physically known) through the obstacle that
s of 1ts own nature,

In lite, this temininity conceives, incubates, makes Tive, and makes die ar the same tme, as
the hen brooding her egg puts it into a state of “putrefuction” (death for rebirth) in order to
hatch the chick. This Hlustrates the character of Mut, whose name can be written cither with a
vulture in which case it signifies “mother,” or with an owl (letter A7), in which case it signifies
“death™ Mut unites what these two words have in common, The activity of Mut as incabating
principle implics the regenerative death svmbolized by Sckhmet (who is still known through
fegend-as rskver of chitdren)-She represents-the generative “Fire™ of Prah acting “in carth” or
“in what is body.”

These mythical transeriptions must be understood as “functions™, being of universal nature,
their description is bound to be complex.

The ser of temples forming Karnak is called the seass of dpes, and this word in ieselt is cabal-

istiv. The temale hippopotamus, which svmbolizes the gestating matrix, is called .'\put. Now

L
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Amun, Mut, and Khonsu Nome of Thebes Wast ( Thebes)

Apet, or Iper, derives from the root ip, "to count” ar “ro enumerate.” [t follows thet gestation,
being a multiplication, is identitied with the fuct of numbering, In accordance with the finceion
raught in that group of temples, the name Karnak theretore means: the site of the three seats or
phases of gestution. ’

T each phase, Karnak conscerates sancruaries that are so umny‘élmp[urs of a vast philosophy,
cach part being hinked w the pl’cccdillg and following parts as the leat’ of a plant is to both stalk
and Hower.

Thus when speaking of Mut generating Khonsu, this principle is not to be separated trom
Apet, which s simultancously both the matrix (the marrical vessel contuming the egy, or else the
animal maerix) and the principle of tixation of whae shall live: Osiris in rebieth (death is always syn-
onymaous with tixation or, inversely, tixation is synonymous with death).

Khonsu, crowned with the solar disk cupped by the lunar crescent, bears all the scepters with
the exception of the wwadj, symbol of opening, of blossoming. Khonsu is most otten represented
mummiticd but may also assume the form of a hawk-headed man, standing or walking; sometimes
he is merged with Thoth, master of time.

In a papyrus of the Ramesside era (Leyden Papyrus), the bond of the three mysteries within

the Theban Amun is thus detined:

Three gads are all the gods: Amun, Ra, Ptah, who have no equal. He whose nature [literally, whose
nmef is mysterious, that is dmun: Ra is the bead: Prab is the body. Their citics on carth, forcver cstab-
lished, are Thebes, Heliopolis, and Mempbis, (lasti ngf forcvermare. When there is a message from heaven,
it iv heard in Fefiopolis: in Memphis it is vepeated ta Ptah; a letter is made of it written in the signs of
Thath, for the city of dmuen [ Thebe
Thebes, and that which comes forth is adidressed to the divine Enncad, all that comes forth from his mouth,

cwith all that pertains to it. The answer and decision are given in

Amus. The gods are established for him, accarding to bis commands. The message, it is for: to kill or to
made five. Life and death depend upon it for all beings, except for bim, Amun, and for Ra [and for Prah],
oneness-trinity. (A Moret, Muystéres égypticns [Paris: Armand Colin, 1913], pp. 127-28)

MYTH AND LEGENDS OF RA

Hamage to thee, Racwhoris perfect-cach-dey,sehorisecin the morning without respite and whe is Khepri
averburdened with labor. . . . The purest gold cannot be compared with thy splendor. Carver wha hast
carved thyself. thou hast cast thine otwen bodv, O sculptor who never bast been sculpted. ... . Thou who trav-
ol the el

thon devourest a space of millions of hundreds of thowsands of leagues. Each day is merely an instant for

v equally bencath the earth. . .. During a single somall day,

raity above . . . thou makest thy



rest. Lk

vise thot achievest the hours of the

performest this task without pattise in thine efforts.

Homage to thee, Disk [Aten] of the Dav, wobo bust erouteed 4

I g / \. ]
" ’\./.‘u‘\‘ wite af the I 1‘“‘*4'./' "'\‘\ i t FIINCL] el el
(AL Varille, Hynne an Sol, i d thinenaphis 11, So

In the roval tombs of the New Kingdom, Rais represented in the solar barque sailing upon tl

e regions of day and of night, The sky is depicted by the body ot

celestial stream and traveling
N

in the shape ot a scarab, Kheper, The sun s said to be IKhepri when rising, Racat his cul

" | : .
who swullows the sun each evening and brings it back into the world every morning

t hersel

nintion

\tum in the evenn o, lthoy s rexts reverse the roles of Arm and J\.!u‘i"i.

Moo,

nnye sun because i s the onlv anunal known o

thy s chiosen to svinbolize

Ihe s

make the motions of “rolling™ 4 sphere i itselt has pertectly molded, and this gesture is Compari

15t to west., Furthermaore, the searab buries this

movement tron

ble to the solar sphere’s appare
ball i which e has Lud s cges, concealing it wder the careh, Well known are the characteristic

metamorphoses of this egy from worm to nvmph betore the scarab appears ready o live in the

open, the Lase transtorninion requiring humidie

In the hicr f\p!n‘ writing, under the mune s\1'[\||<'|'m'|" the scarab s used o express Decamtng

the daly

wd creenspormazom, Under the name of Khepri, he corresponads to the dawning

forth trom darkness and the |n':|nu.!‘ walers

reminder of Ra's comin
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One of the innumerable legends concerning the myth of Ra tells of Isis, whose mouth is the

breath of life, whose sentence drives ont evtl, and whose very word revives him wha no longer breathes.

When Isis desired to know the secrer name of Ra, the sole name unknown to her, she artfully fash-
laced it in the path of that neser:

ioned a serpent our of carth and Ra's own saliva, an
Then /
Tormented by pain and fever, Ra tf
And Isis said to Ra:
1eil me thy name,

cnd it o, v frre Dovny froqan bis awon s

 born trom his t

en summoned unto him all the »

IS

rvine father—ifor the one upon whase name an ncantation is ’,".v,rmmmuf T

alive!
71’ am ,‘
[ i be who made the waters and created the celestial tides. . . .

L am the

who made the wters and the earth, ticd the mountains, and created what is above.

sonls of the

"t [‘f‘.’:!..

ane who nmude sbey aned the mystertes of the two horrzons w

neters

s, this fight becanes

Lam he who apens his

Flo awho closes bis eyes, thius derkness becomes;

il brit whose name 15 unknown to the neters.

f,‘"’{vm whose command \,n.'m.l' the weaters of the

1 am he who made the hours, and so the duays were barn.

ho opened the festivitios of the year, who created the river. .. 1 am he who creates

1 am the one

i fire.

Rt at hes noan, Avwm ar n

Lam Kbepre tn the mornis,

But the venom was not driven out, the great sefer was not healed, so Isis sad o R

Thy tame is not amangst those thow hast told me!




40 THE TEMPLES O EARNAK

And Ra, no longer able to resise the torment, said to Isis: Hark what | shall say, my daughter, so
that my name may pass from my breast to thine. And thou must hide it, but thon mayest tetl it to thy son,
an and H. Ranke, Za C

vt all poison. (AL En

Torus, as a p fitl charm g
- 337)
\nother legend tells that Ra once reigned over wezers and men simultancousiy, In the course ot

ume, he grew old, A bones were sf stbeer, his arms and legs of gold, bis hair verily of lapay bazuds. Men

then plotted against him but His ,\|.ljf vy took heed and called upon his Eve, and Shu, Tetnur, Geb,
Nut, and all the Primordials, saving to Nun:
O eldest of nerers, tn whom | have come inta being, and you, primeval gods, lo! The men who bave

'V,fbﬁt(‘”fz'u'.‘f/'l’ﬁ‘l' against me. Toll me w

vome 1to !',\'!.if('Hl':‘ 'IL‘-'fr.’HH my [111 'r!lrff f[‘r‘ﬁ‘ s te ,'4-' .l”ﬂ!g' ,!_L"il),‘\{

thut.

Then the Magesty of Neot sied: "My san Ra . . . so great 1 the fear [u\.ﬁu.'“"ﬂ[' thee, 1t 0 sufficeent that
/

frrned toicard thase oo baoe canceroed cotl agaimd thee, .. Sead these oy
£y

thine cye b

Sor thee, when it descends i the porm of Hathor.”

Amd o tiis poaddess returned, after baving killed the men in the desere. And R said: Thow mase be
mighty | sckhem | wmongst them .. and itis since that day thae Hathor took the name ot Sekhmer, che
lion-headed. Bur Ra was dismayed by the bloodshed dhat so delighted the heart of his messenger:

cAud R savd: "Summon unes me ST messengers awhe can ran e the bodys eton shadeotw. And these
HEWCHGEry Were hr r;n_g:/rf i Anmd the ‘”.4,':'!:’1‘ fJ/. this neter said to them: “Make ye Inste taoand
!

sround at Heliopolis by "the One who wears the buckle” while the servants we

wentine wred brong mie Fack o quantiey of ved ochre |didi ] Then Raordered tha this red ochie be

grinding bar

@
to make beer, amd this ochre was added to the dungh amd it resermbled human Mood. dnd seven thowand
s of beer wwere prepared. On the divwn of the day when the goddess was supposed to kill the men,
this beer was poured upon the ground.

Now when the goddess arrived and found the ficlds all flogded . . . she looked down ae her retlec-
tion and ber face wwas beantified: sbhe drvank and this s Pleastng ta ber heart. 8o tntaxicated did she become,

she no longer recognized the men,

THE SACRED ANIMALS

relers, as it still does the modern commentators: the

There is one rite that puzzled the Greek
cult of the sacred antmals, among which the bull and the rm are the most prominent.

The bull Hap, better known under his Greek form of Apis, is the oldest evidence of what is

Some documents dating from the First Dynasty tell us that

called the “divinization of an anmimal.”
in that epoch and from the oldest time, a solemn ceremony linked to the roval festival was cele
brated in honor ot the bull Hap. Moreover, roval onomastics give proot of the importance then
ascribed to the bull Hap, whose name torms part of the name of Athotis’s mother: Khenethap, and
also that of the mother of Djoser: Nil]l.lﬁrll;![i.

Representations show the sacred bull wearing the solar disk and the uracus between his horns,
He is black and blazed with a white triangle, a white crescent spotting his flank and an eagle on his
neck. ”ﬂp originally appears as a fecundating and generating power. At the time of his enthrone
ment, Hap was visiting the sanctuary of Hapi, on the isle of Rhoda near Cairoa. The fiest crescent
of the new moon appeared ar the very moment he was embarking for Memphis, where, on the day

of the full moon, his festivities were to be celebrared.
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Little is known concerning the relationship between the bull Hap and Prah of Memphis, By
his titles, we know that he was: fving Apis, herald of Ptab, He who makes truth rise up to the neter
beantiful of fice (surname of Prah); he was also called son of Peab.

Heliopolis (Innu of the North) also had its sacred bull—Mnevis, who was black, and was sup-
posed to display ears of corn along his entire body and tail. Fle was the herald of Ra-Atum, and his
symbol, a bull’s head surmounting a pillar, became intimately connected with the symbol of the ciey
of Heliopolis: the pillar Innu.

Since ancient times, Armant, or Innu of the South, honored the bull Buchis and then, toward
the Eleventh Dynasty, worshiped a hawk-headed seter of astral origin, under the name of Mentu-
Ra. Armuant had four temples sitmated in the vicinit of Thebes: Armant, Tod, Medamud, and

Karnak in which the four bulls consecrated to Mentu were venerated. These tour Mentu were assim-

ilated to the four masculine members of the Ogdoad, so great was their importance thar the
name Mentuhotep was adopted by the kings ot that period between the years 2160 and 2000 B.C.
Then, suddenly, Mentu—the supreme nezer of such names as Antef and Mentuhotep—lost the
supremacy he had exerted and gave place to Amun-Raand his sacred ram.
There is no doubt as to the astral origin of Mentu, whao belongs to the solar cycle (Vandier,

as being ameong the stars,

Religion ,:.\,l-[,,';‘,-”,“». pp- 161, 236) and s also cited by the Pyramid Texts
(Pyramid Texts 1081-1378) It is thus of interest to examine celestial phenomena tor the reason
behind the disappearance of the Mentu cule and irs bull in tavour of Amun and his ram. Let us lis-

ten to one of our AstroNomers:

At the beginning of our cra, the equinox reached the first degrees of [the constellation of]

Aries, the Ram; 2,150 vears earlier, it coincided-with the first stars of the constellation Taurus, the
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Bull, which had been the equinoctial sign since the year 4300 betore our era. [t was probably dur-
ing this epoch that the first stargazers composed the zodiacal constellations, for in all ancient reli-
aious myths, the is associated with the Sun’s feeundarting work upon the seasons and the prod
uets ot rthe earth, while no orace s tound ot an analogous a |t rellar
Cicnnn ¢ lwins T ready e i w ihites th
who apens the vearly ith Tus golden horn
Ca wr { queton
I“J"f“ fadin'rs .,'J:J“l G G A".“\f' Wl

For the Fgvprians, the Chinese, and even the early Greeks, the stars of Taurus, particularly the
Plenades, were the stars of imox. The annals of astronomy have preserved a Chinese observa
tion ot the iy starin the Plevdes as marking the spring equinos of the vear 2357 betore our era

I'he Ancients congectured tha the polineal stare of the globe was pertodic as well, and thar the
Girear Year, as they called i, would return to careh the same peoples, the same vecurrences, the same
history, just as the succession of centunes brings back o the sky the same aspeces ot the celearial
bodies, s it was ,uu'['h'.i that humian destinies were dependent upeon planerary intluences, 1t was
narural to beheve thar the same contigurarions of these celestial bodies had to reproduce the same
cvents. (Flammarion, o P 33)
Lo known what events ook place in plicaonie Egvpe during the passaee of "Firos 1o Aries

(2200 B @ celebrated muoranve by the Ipiwer reconunts the grave revolution ar the end of
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the Old Kingdom, thought to have taken place around 2720 (Borchardr), 2400 (Moret), or 2242
(Drioton). By speaking of what had been destroved, these “Admonitions” are invaluable tor indi-
cating that which had existed. Here are some excerpts:

calthy «

o says: fet us SpPIess

in mowrning. The poor man is full of joy. Every to

AmMmang wus.

hes, [The rich

ath, the land turns araion robber is a passcssor of ric

man} is [become] a plunderer.

Forsooth, the splendid judgment ball, taken away. Laid bare is the seoret place that

s are tiken away. Serfs become lords of serfs.

1Ces dre opened

taken away.

alsf are stain, a

o are done that have never bappened since long times past: the king has been

'y paGr mich.
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Behold, no offices are in their [right] place, like a frightened herd without a herdsman.

Forsooth, princes are bungry and in distress. Servants are served. . . .

Behold, the poor of the land have become vich, and [the possessar of | property buas become ane who hay

rewe awhere Cad iy, then wanld I ok afferings wnto him

Forvauth, the hot-he
But this revolution is joyless:
Fa

land, mingled with lamentations

th, mirth has perished, and is [no langer] expressed. It is groaning that is heard throny

e

weariness fike

The land Is grven over to it he cutting of flux. . .. Wandd that there might

end of men, no conception, no birth! O that the ear auld cease from noise, and tumult be no more! (A

H. Gardiner, The Admonitions of un Fgyptian Sage [ Leipzig, 1909])

from tomb ot Pinchas. Nincteenth Dynasty

R SEP—

The

ing ot th
A g shail o rom the Scueh, wha i colled .

;
wedr the red crowen,

mien whe

manie for

¢ "Sentences of Neterrehu,” priest of Heliopolis, who formulated the following prophecy:

T
CCrmere,

d

end of the "Admonitions of an Egvprian Sage™ is lost, but it can be interred by the end-

wi and
. Oy

:
atron for his

ot ... He shall take th

s Bards [Hovus aind Seth], 2bo
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for fear of him. . .. Law shall recover its place and injustice shall be driven out. Happiness to him who
will see these things and who shall serve this king. (Papyrus 1116 B, St. Petersburg, in Moret, Le Ni/,
p- 268)

Now this Ameni, whose name means the Amunian, or He of Amun, will be Amenembher,
Amun art the head (or “in tront”), first king of the Twelfth Dynasty (approximately 2000 B.C.), at
the outset of the epoch in which the sun stands in the constellation of Aries, beginning the dom-
ination of Amun. This king, inaugurating the new order of that era, is in fact the first to have the
name of Amun enter into the designation of the royal name.

It is the time when the predominance of Taurus the celestial Bull wanes, to be replaced by
Aries, the Ram of the Amunian epoch. This transition is all the more important in that it inaugu-
rates the time of coincidence between the astrolagical sign of Aries in the spring and the Ram con-
stellation of the fixed stars. It is the beginning of the brilliant phase of Egypt’s historic epoch, which
terminated with the end of [the sign of | Aries, the Ram, and the entry of the vernal equinoctial
point into Pisces, the Fishes, about sixty years betore Christ.



THE TEMPLES OF KARNAK

The site of Karnak comprises an aggregate of monuments grouped around the great temple of
Amun. A wall of sunbaked brick encloses what would now scem an immense field of ruins, were
it not for two very beautiful obelisks and the colossal Amunian colonnade of the hypostyle hall,
still rising above the debris.

Two temples were built against that enclosure: to the north, a temple consecrated tw Mentu,
and to the east, the temple of Akhenaten dedicared to the cult of the solar disk (the physical sun)
Aten, 2 monument that is today completely destroyed. To the south, a road led to the remple of
Mut, symbol of maternal ﬁ:lnininil_\‘.

The surrounding wall of sunbaked brick was approximately 12 meters wide and 16 meters
high. It contained four monumental gates: the gate of N

anebo to the east, that of the first pylon
to the west, and the gates of Euergetes and the tenth pylon to the south. In addition there were
four entrances of lesser dimensions. \

THE DEVASTATION

An attempt to account for the ravaged state of these monuments led to the study of the causes of
successive destructions and their dates. The conflagrations by the Persians are known, particularly
those brought about by the mad Cambyses, but it is also known that some of the edifices were buile
afier the Persian devastations. And although reference is made to a considerable earthquake as hav-
ing occurred at the beginning of the Christian era, travelers of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies mention monuments that no longer exist today.
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It happened in the last century that the Mamours (the local authorities) systematically

destroyed the monuments of Karnak and Luxor to recover the sandstone and salepeter. To speed

and simplity this work, thev had no scruples about using explosives to crumble the obelisks, stat-

ues, columns, and pylons.

I'hese are the results of the Mamours” operations rmom 1836 until the winter of 1840:

reat pyion of the hypestyle hall,

orkmen had already begun rapid demolition

Beginning with the

he Mamours then

when the Eurapeans intervened and the pylon was saved by their courageous efforts.

I 7
ward [other constructions]

15 adidressed to the Mintsery of Public Education in Catra in the bope of

“[ih‘l /(’J f-"!.‘.".“ z.".'\lr'.'t.'z'.'h“l.i.'!
At the same time, a protes
saving the ancient monuments, but Mouktar, the divector, rurned a deaf ear.
The havoe continued, and wwhen the gigantic prapylons flanking the entrance to the avenue of the
sphinxes were reached, explosives were employed with greas success.

The pylan numbered 32 wwas en v destraved. The pylon situated betroeen numbers 36 amd 37 zvas

A

approximately three-guarters demoli

The pylan marked number 36 was partially wrecked, abont half of cach wing
The remainder of the temple maried M was destroyed. Moreaver, they reppoved all of the muterial

qrrees mutilated other pylons and portions

strewon in the vicimity of Luxor and Karnak and in differing de
aof the great temple iself. (Atter G. Gliddon, cited by Legrain)

In 1843 the demaolitions still continued, and Selim Pasha, gavernor of Upper Egypt, was exploiting
the ruins f,,f"." hebes unee more; bere nine .'rwl,"fl‘- ‘n.'..'","rfml." Aaad already n"!nlf'/'r‘-h‘t‘-f fo nh’Py,’i‘ the needs "],f
the gevernment. . ..

It qeas ondy in 1858 that the viceray, Sutd Pasha, attached Muariette ta bis services and instituted the
Service of Antiquitics, which was destined to prevent further occurrences of such acts of vandudfism, (G.

Legrain, Les Temples de Karnak [ Brussels: Viomant, 1929], pp. 83-84)
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i“\ comparison of the photograph showing the actual state of the ninth pylon (pl. 399) and the
ch‘hrng trom Dn’crrffim.ﬂ u’c'f'f;:"_vﬁ.f" (below) serves to prove that the western \'\'in« ot this pylon was
I‘lecn still almaost inracr, missing only seven courses of stone, while by now .l:lll‘i-;\l u\ul'\‘[inn” ||.1l»
fwrl_\\pc.l"r-|. Furthermore, this etching verities thar the colossus ~r;n‘|.{u|-r betore the nr.m‘ -.FIMI-
prlon was then intact, while now only the granite base remains., ) 1

But whatever the present state of these ruins may be, they stll present suthicient evidence of an
extraordinary work, and are a source of study that is far from exhausted.

THLE FOUNDATION OF THE TEMPLES

The ritual of']

tl

aving the foundation goes back to the remotest antiquiry. Numerous texts attirm thae
w |‘|.1‘n~ ot the temples were conveved according to drcine books Uhese were said o have been
:l}.u:\nntrul e ancient weitings, cither by miracle or by a sage such as hmhotep, son of Prah (Third
viasty) or Amenhorep, son of T Lpu (Eigheeenth Dyvnasty), who, in the Late Period, were epre
sented o certain Prolemaic bas-reliets as “divinized” (see figs. 72 and 104, and pls. 309 and 314)
During the nerer’ reign, o ook of fosending flf‘fl'”f/’j('lr,h‘h" the neeers of the first FEnnead had been
drawn up by Imhotep, “chiet celebrant™ of the cult of his fuher Pl This Il;mk had been taken ro
the hr.lu‘-n\ when the serers retived from carth, but lm]mu‘]‘» Drated Lot 1t drap fram the sky to the noreh
aof Memphin 1€ was aceording o the preseciptions i this book that the ::l'lli'l';lt plur ot the Prolenai
temples at Fdfu was determined. A similar divine origin wits ascribe i to the pl I the emple
E)L_mlm_‘l; s L . w phn ol the temple ol

buildings were reconstructed under the Prolemics tollowing o general phen <oviteen o

o Goats kI i ancfent writing at the tine of the fillevers of Horns fhenee predvmastic] I weas fannd

Fiez of the ninth prlan in 1799 (Description de I'Egvpte)
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inside a brick watl of the royal house in the tines of King Merire Pept 1 (Sixth Dynasty); another text
attributes the find ¢o the time of King Chesps (Fourth Dynasty). According to a Twelfth Dynasty
manuseript on leather, King Senusrer T (Sesostris 1) did not proceed otherwise in founding or ren-

ovaring the toundations of the temple of Rain Heliopols: there, also, an officiant was provided

foal inorder to draw up the plan ot the ¢ fiee. We can likewise acknowledge divine

with the /1
origin tor the plans of all the Egyptian temples: the king constructed the house of his fathers strict-
ly according to the “projects” they themselves had established while they lived and reigned in the
valley of the Nile. (Moret, Caructére religicux, p. 131)

s in Karnak, Harshepsut caused the account of their execution to be

At the base of her obelis
carved: [ have done this from a lo 'iug heart for m_yj';ffl'u'r Amun, I have entered upon his Pl'q,ll'r! of the
first accurvence, 1 was wise by his excellent spirit, I did not farget anything of that which he exacted. My
srveth that he is divine. 1did (i) wmder bis command, be it was who led me; [ eoncerved

amafesty tfen ) ki

st any sworks wwithout bis doing, be it woas who gave the divections. ... Lerved not from that which he
commanded, my heart was wise {in Esye, the neter of wisdamf befare my father, I entered upan the affirrs
uf his beart. (Breasted, Ancient Records, vol. 2, § 316)

These texts indicate that it was not i matter of arbitrary construction according to the whims

of 1 monarch or “the state of his finances” but that the erection of any building whatsoever obeyed

theological dicrates.
In Karmak, the sancruary of the Middle Kingdom stood as the now-destroyed heare of the
Tature edifice. Around it the entire temple of Amun was developed according to a complex plan

undoubtedly toreseen trom the beginning.

In the E
Tuthmosis H added chapels to the north and east as well as his sed-festival u.'mplc.'l'his king com-

icenth Dynasty, the temple ut’]lvcrwur consisted of successive enclosures, to which

missioned a granite stela relating the enlargements he nndertook on the temple of Karnak. The text
begins: ... the king himself commanded ta put in <writing according fo the statement of the oracle, to exe-
cute monuments before thase wha are on carth. ... [ built it for him according to [his| desire, . . . [ fulfifled
that wwhich was prescribed. (Ibid., §§ 606=7)

On this same stela, Tuthmosis T states that he gave orders to prepare for the ceremony ot
ctretehing the eard. Tt was to take place on the day of the new moon, corresponding to the day of the
tenth feast of Amun, in the vear 24 ot his reign, the Last day of the second month of the second

season, This imscription contirms the importance ot the choice of day, the importance, hence, ot a
precise date of the vear for establishing the foundations of the temple. The stretching of the cord is

wal and consists in detining the orientation of the structure in relation

the first ceremony of the
to true north. This is accomplished by means of the “circumpolar stars,” an operation described at
every epoch, and of which tvo examples tollow:

In the temple of Abvdos, Setekhe-Seshat and King Sen Teach hold a stake, which they are dri-
ving into the ground by means of a mallet: £ have founded it with Sokaris [says Seshae]: I have stretched
the cord at the location of its walls; while my mouth recited the great incantations. Thoth was there with
his hooks . D arder to establish the enclosure of its wealls. Ptah="Tatenen measured the ground, and Tum
Jd, I struck wwith it upon the post and thou [the king]. thou
of weomctrv]. thy two arois held the mattock; thus the four

way there. ... The mallet in my band weas o
wert with me in the form of Hunu [the nete
anleetcereestablished-as salic ﬂ',ﬁ- as the ﬂi.';",'*f/:’.m‘ of heazen.

In the temple of Edfu. the King speaks in this manner: [ bave taken the stake and the mallet by
the handle, T b ;"'.’\'"""/’""" the cord with ‘,'E
turned tomeard the Great Bear,  have nicasured the time and counted [the bour] by the cl
baze £ established the pour angles of thy temple. (Morer, Caractére religicux)

ity gaze f’\n_f'aﬂr.":'.‘r:f the course of the stars. it {l' Ve WS
sydra, and then
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These are explicit texts, and it is surprising that some scholars still contest the importance of

the orientation, measurements, and geodetic positions of the temples. And yet the investigations

i atfirmations ot such pecitlists as the archirect vptologist Borchardr, the scholar Anroniadi

ot the Meudon Observarory, the e ent astronomer |-, Bior, and the grear Laplace, cannot be

-3'2\'\[\”]!

Borcharde is amazed by the extraordinary precision in the execution of the Pyramids, and

Antoniadi summarizes carlier studies concerning these structures:

Phe partially astronomi acter of the pyramids is established by the following tacts:

he northery laritude.

L. They rise almost exactly and intentionally on the thirtieth parallel of

2, They are marvelously oriented on the cardinal points, as was pointed out by the Frenchman

de Chazelles in 1694

Vo he i line betore ther closure, were colossal instruments for measurmy when
stars crossed the ineridian, by tar the Targest ever bule, (CAntonady, cheronamae cgvpticnne,
peo 1Y)

This astronomer adds, concerning the erientation ot the Cheops pyramid, whose meridian line,

according to Borchardr, does not deviate more than tour minutes from the true north-south line:

This astonishing tact made it possible for Proctor to remark thar the orientation of the monument

Pl closer o evacnitude than the best abservation made by “Tveho™ with the celebrared quad

rant of Uranboury, I'he base e renvukably horizontal The precision o the our buase ang

s nothing short of mcredible - and Jomard’s intwtive discovery ot the unespected tacr that the

perimeter of the base of Cheopss monument is equal to o half minute of the terrestrial degree seems

to mdicate that the

stians hand measured the carth with the greatese suceess, (lhid, ppe 119, 1442)

In Description de U'ligypre, V. Jomard drew ap o fable of itinerary measurements in Fgypt, com-
paring the distances that ditterent classical authors have reported inancient measurements with the

s distances measured on our maps. He noted the existence of several units of measurements:

the small stadium of 100 meters (Herodotus, Diodorus, Strabo);

the firy

sstadtins of 100 fathoms, namely, one-tenth of a minute of an are of the terres-

!

I meridian (Diodorus, Strabo):

the stadiun: o) 300 pharasie cubits (Eratosthenes, |1 lipparchus).
Aristotle wrote (in D coclo, 206): The nutthematicians who have attempted ta calenlate the size of
the Farthy

Aristotle is speaking of a stadium of 100 meters, and turthermore, no Greek astronomer is known

rer £v mrpriad stadie (00,000 stadia). Now,

cace say that 1t conld reach up to

prior to Aristotle from whom he could have derived this dimension of the carth’s circumterence.
Eratosthenes, to whom history attributes the first attemipt to measure an are of the terrestrial
meridian, Ived more than a century after the great ]’h!]ﬂwphcr: his work has often been com

mented upon by geodesists and astronomers, and all arrive ar the sime conclusion: the dimensions
were given by Eratosthenes in stadia of 300 pharaonic catrits, and the result is surprisingly accurate
despite the grave errors committed mhis calealations and observations. The fact thit Eratosthenes
vg errors wonld have more

/)

was librartan ar Alexandria permitted Laplace to conclude: Eratosthenes' ¢

that this astrans a pieasie of

the carth that had been caretuldly executed in ancient times and who

Viondc)

ordess compensated each ather, leading cne to belic v merely ropro

s origin has gotten lost. (Exposition

du Systeme
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Dhotagraph taken before 1945, Scafloldings of wnbaked brick in h the first pylon of the temple of dmun was buried,

We must limit ourselves to these few examples and simply formulate the question posed by
scholars who have been prenceupicd with the origin of the first terrestrial measurements: if the
Greeks were not their authors, to whom do we owe them? For the claritication of such questions,
it is important, each time a pharaonic editice permits it, to verity the measures inscribed thercin
and to disclose their nature.

Jomard, Gratien the Elder, Herschel, and Borchardt have studied the astronomical conclusions
to be drawn from the orientation and global position of the Cheops pyramid. J.-B. Biot has done
and its circular

likewise with regard to the temple of Dendera, reconstructed upon an oleder temf

zodiac. Biot noticed that the straight ascension of Sirius brings this star into the axis of the papyrus
stem, which is surmounted by a falcon and situated on the principal axis of this monument: a/f these

{totheo

! Larer be seen as ﬁH.‘: t

spectal circumstances @ einal velationships betseeen the orientation of the
building, its latitude, and the absolute position of Sirius in the sky. This scholar further observes that
Sirius is recalled by the star sculpred between the horns of the cow, its svmbol, precisely in align-
¢ part of the ecliptic then situating the summer sol-

ment with the ff star of Cancer, which indicated #

stice with which Sivius rose simultancousty.
A marss of literary documents indicates that ancient astronomers fr 'r‘,u.'rfn’.‘_ﬁ‘ made use of simultancous ris-
th which we

wel the emblem of Sirius located close to the solstice on Dendera’s monumient scems to indicate that the

ionbo_particular paints on the ecliptic. . .. The singular precision wi

ASETONGINCES T

ho traced this celestial tablean kueze hose to make uncommanly able use of that procedure.

Biot then remarks that the longitudinal axis of the temple of Dendera is oriented approxi-

mately 18 degrees to the east. It follows that the frue salstitial paint was thus directed toteard true north
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ar Hrther " T o s ’ . b ' 2
il firthermore, that the restng of Strius wwas exactly or almost exactly in a horizontal dircction, h
was that of the sonth and north walls of the temple. It was therefore feasible to locate Sirius in its rising
; ; ; ! TS
semnply by altgning aneself 1o the harizontal divection of the tranyverse wal
Rl s PN SO T : 1 ; vt
ubsequently noting that the temple of Esna (which contains a rectaneular zodiae), is oriented

msuchamanner as o torm ccomplementary angle to the angle of Dendera, Bior coneluded:

If, then, we were certain thar the twao temples really existed at the remote age dhae the cireular zodiae

represents; it turther, we could suppose that the Egyprian priests were sutficiently instructed to
protit of the advanrages ottered them by the orientations of these buildings, it would be conccivable
that even in relutively few vears they could have been able to recognize that the potats of the rising
and serting of the different stars changed phwes on the horizon and after a certain time no \on;ﬂ:r
corresponded o the sime terrestrial alignment. They would then have been able to olserve the en

eral and progressive displacement of the celestal sphere in relation o the mendian hine; i orher

words, the most apparent ettect of the precesion of the cquinaxe, (-1 Biot, Keoh

Doy sur plistcnrs

potnts e Uelitraoname cp vpticnne)

4 \ ‘Illux'nu‘_g]n study of the calendars of Egyprian festivals by the chronologist 5. Meyer continms
Bior’s hypothesis thae the privsts were acquainted with the phenomenon of the precession, a dis

covery already attributed o them by Proclus Diadochus.
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Similar inquiries should be undertaken for every remple, and it is regrettable that no complete
plan of Karnak has ever been drawn up with precision. The Anglo-Egyprian cadastral survey made
at the beginning of the century, although very exact in its overall orientations, is on too small a scale
to permit precise measurements, and without minute measurements, architectural readings are
impassible. What the above citations show i their partial analysis should serve as guide tor all the
religious editices of pharaonic Egypr, as the same tundamental principles must always be tound in
the architecture, In the main, these directives are: the orientations, of prime importance; the
trigonometry and measurements, with their geodetic meaning; the axes of construction as well as
the way the bas-reliets are laid our on the walls; the “transparencies” and “transpositions,” which
complete the meaning of the texts or scenes on each side of the same wall.

In his work entitled Une Chapelle de Sésoseris [ a Karnak (1956), P. Lacau keenly notes the

sed inseriptions on the exterior of this small building

walking direcrion of the figures and the
and those i refief that are found inside. He also stresses the importance of the particular placing

of cerrain inseriptions. This scholar insists on the sacred character of ancient measurements,

which were placed under the protection of the neter, and he ascertains that in the lower level of

this sed-festival chapel there s, in addinon to the ritual st of sames, o veritable cadustre ot the
entire territory. Further, valuable indications are given m:h‘crtun:{ the size of Egypt and the lev-
¢ls ot loods of the Nile by means of inscriptions on votive cubits. Lacau points to the existence
of several fragments of the granite naos of Tuthmosis LT, which bear analogous information. I
is indeed remarkable that these proots of geodetic knowledge are echoed on the surrounding wall
of the sanctuaries.

[t is important to know these derails while walking through Karnak because, from the entrance
on, noteworthy taets are encountereds the leveling of the base of the first pylon does not deviate

from the horizontal tor even one centimeter along its entire lengeh. The lengeh, counted betzecen

the tracings an the grownd klirﬂ'\pﬂlhl'\ to 60 fathoms, that is, to the thousandeh part of a degree ot

the arc of the terrestrial meridian, (See commentary to pl. 9 tor the detail of these measurements.)

THE SYMBOLISM OF THE ORIENTATIONS

The course of the starry sky and its luminaries imposes upon natural life its becoming and main-
tenance. The plant and animal kingdoms are distinetly ordered into categories; some are under trib-
ute to the day, others to the night and, still more specifically, to morning and evening, while all are
submissive to the seasons,

The terrestrial globe is first characterized by its own evolution related to solar evolution, and

next by energetic eftects, magnetic and electric consequences of its own revolution.

Thus the magnetic north pole attraces the electronic effects of solar emission and, mechani

it resorbs, it absords the terrestrial continents.
, that s, it materializes energy and puts torth the lands as

The magnetic south pole concrets
would an immense vortex hollowing itselt in the north and rejecting to the south. North is the pole

from which the diurnal rotation is observed as going from right to left.

.......

1 T Ry
I hese are reantics to wiicn the

; al works of pharaonic Egvpt conform.

We already know that the crowns—the white and the red—refer to the two lines of genesis,
one lunar, one solar; they are the emblems ot the Two Lands, southern and northern, of the empire
of the world, namely, of per-ad. the pharaoh (or the "great house,” as it is translated). More pre-
cisely, per means “that which encloses.” consequently, that which renders the abstract manifest, as

the lite-bearing seed

4
+
@‘i%
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The sun and the celestial bodies appear in the east, whence the identification, through the
white crown, of the east with the south, which gies; they disappear in the west, whence identifica-

tion, by the red crown, of the west with the north, which ahserds. The same hieroglvph designares

and "ro till

¢ king’s mystic nume, the cronvns, the attributes—each detl takes on sigmiticance by it

ating these figurations in relation to the orientation. There are four “orients” and two “poles,” hence
six orientations to be taken into account. Man, tor the northern hemisphere, is always situated on
the north pole, facing the equator. Theretore his lett side is east, and indeed the same hieroglyphic
symbol designates east and the left; the right side is wese, the amenti, where the Eve of Ra, the sun,

will ser, and again it is one hicroglyph that designates right and the west. Man is considered as look-

g ar the day, and he belongs ro the sun. Bue placing herself opposite and in tront of him 1s woman,

reversed.

who theretore faces the night: the orientations of man and woman a

The might with its luminary s the kingdom of Osiris wearing the white crown, and the tour
phases of the moon are disclosed in the symbolism by the position of the hands and scepters of this
neter: The lase quarter, tor example, 15 the time ot the passion of Osiris, which ends with his death
at the conjunction ot the new moon. (The € sospels also assoctate the time of Christ’s death with an
('l'“F“»l‘,]

The Osirtan principle is that of cternal renewal of nature, tor daily as well as for monthly and
vearlyv lite, bhut cqually tor the universal “continual (or corszant) creation,” tor unceasingly, the world
cods and begins sunultnconsty, [ois che temimmiy of nature, the wontn symbaol, that restores con
poreal being she perpetuwates. The Osirtan function s therelore temimine but contiins, as does
woman, rudumentary male organs and seminal possibilities. Osivis s accordingly represented as King
but swathed (as a mummy).

It must not be torgotren thae Osiris is afunctional principle, while the king is a detinite facr.
Thus the deceased is called an Osiris, which means he has entered into the phase ot his transtor-
mation. When it is said thar Isis conceives Horus from the member of the dead Osiris, it s meant
that she concerves him from the tunction of *blackness,” of seminal decomposition necessary for a
new generation, Horus s the son of a vay of light and not of a mortal seed.

And so whenever a reversal of orientation of the crowns is shown—the white to the north and
the red to the south—this must be understood to refer to Tife’s nocturnal face.

Darkness (the night) is svmbolic of the enemies of Ra (the light) and constitures the Dwat—

uture, is represented by the world of insects whose

the site of transtormations—which, n living

metamorphoses—egg, nymph, chrvsalis—svmbolically correspond to the phases o the generation
preparing the morning’s birth.

The Dwat is theretore the reverse of the worlds ic is the netherworld, where the soul undergoes
judgment, be it to go higher, be it to grope in the eclipse of all light. It is in this world of the Dwar
that Ra wanders during his nightly course, being swallowed every evening by Nut, to be brought
back into the world in the morning. The course from west to east is in a natural way symbolic of
i,

the soul desiring reincarnation. It is also the nocturnal course toward the mascent iy
On the contrary, the progression from cast to west is notably a conseraus ascending toward the
culmination of noon. l);l)' knows renewal in the morning, noontime maturity ot visible lite, and
dechine toward evening (amenti), where “Rais an old nran.”
All these phases of lite are noted on the roval figurations by the proportions of the head in rela-
tion to the height of the body and by the golden mean, with the umbilicus being the point of ref-

crence. as the bas-reliets verify.
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ENCERPTS FROM THE DEDICATIONS OF
PTOLEMY VIII EUERGETES II, INSCRIBED ON
THE DOOR OF KARNAK'S SECOND PYLON

Inscriprior on the northern doorga
Thebes, site of origin and outlet 51 Nun, of the ane whose name is bidden [Amun. .
[The ouslet of Nun is the place where the deminrge—dmun, in this instance—emerged from the pri-

mordial aby:s of the waters.|
He made it [ Thebes]. be created 10, be co

the water. .
fie her

voice,

e creazod Ltenen. He wwroughe :h

ed it by the flame of bis eye into mar shland by the banks of

e the things to come amd they f"-.'/’/’r'm'.f at once. He created what was uttered by his
g

e e parmed bis biady ke that of u sucred chilid whe caerged

from a lotus in the middle of Nun. He iluminated the lands with bis two cyes.

e muade men. He created the neters.
He arganized the college of the Enncad. He instituted the Ogidoad. -
i b of the sacred eye at the arigin, until the carth had become the covering of Nun, that its

height bad become its hetght and that the bheavens had absorbed the energy G!/Afb;'gx'ui.". so that the twe

cere pilled and the Fye of Horus wwas exalted.

uract [the oo eye
Inseriprion on the southern doorjamb:

He bas restored the great gate,
Lebanon plated with copper from A their madeling is perfect in beauty. 1t total beight (s 537 cubits

haut cqual in Egypt—the portals that close it are of true cedar of
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and it width is 2970, One refoices 1o see it in the light. The beight of cach of its twa pancls is 36 cubits,

and that which it utilizes would be sufficient for t1ws doors—in its name of magnificent doors illuminat-

ey the Ra, wreitt af abades in front of the Byve of Ra, fard ’-I-h'!/’('(f m
KNerrnat/ hare af the abseroweary of the o m:m::.‘. the rieht cve of uni
versad ford [Harakebies ], and th the sne wha bas pr of Dimselt [

It came to pass, while His Majes ty /4 fm:m,l' Wats /'m' iy fm head tn the /w serce of his bonders, and
while the carth was in the depths of inundation, that he st faot upart it It banished bis terpor completely
when be came to rest upoot its surface. This cvas the gronnd that becante the solid hilllock that emerged in
the beginning, (K. Drioton, “Les dédicaces de Prolemée Evergere 1 sur le deusieme prlone de
Karnak,” Awnles e Service des Anvigquites de FEgypre 44 1945])

The transeription of cubits into meters would give the following measures tor the sreat door of

the second prlon:

Toral height 28510 micters
\Width 154 meters
Height of the door leaves 1R.85 meters

IR.80 mwerers.,

he only measure taken in situ by Legrain was the height of the opening:

Farther on, the texte mennons the distribution of ground between all the cines, prsing the

importance of Thebes, of the Niles inundations, of the crops, and so forth.
Andd s the st/ doo post speads of the prisciples and metaphviies of creat i, while the soueh door

post recounts matcrtd accnmplidiments, e contormity with the teaching of the orientations,

ENTERING AND COMING FORTTH

Ihe inseriptions and sculpture that are carved in sunk reliet signity catering, penctrating, while the

same figures carved inreliet denote emerging, or caming forth. This refers to the gesture of entering

clephe graup i ik relier: <ba, “the
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and emerging in general, as well as to the function of causing to penetrate or of causing to burst
forth; as, for example, “opening and closing” may signify “to loose” and “to bind” with regard to the
kevs of Saint Peter.

All activity provokes a reaction, and lite is phenomenal only by alternation. Action and reac-
tion, entering and emerging, opening and closing: therein lies the entire esoteric story of the grear
temple of Amun.

This is exemplitied in the great hypostyle hall of the temple of Amun, where all the figurations
of the northern half are bas-reliefs in the name of Seti [, while those of the southern halt are sunk
reliefs in the name of Ramesses 11.

On the inner face of the north wing wall of the second pylon, the barque Userhat of Amun,
towed by the pilot barque, is making its way toward the south, toward the temple of Luxor (the
Apet of the South): the barques are carved in relief in that they are indicated as leaving the temple.

On the inner face of the south wing wall of the same pylon, the barque Userhat of Amun and
ing their way toward the north, returning trom Luxor to Karnak: here the

the pilot barque are mu
bargques are incised, in that they are entering the temple.

On the inner face of the north wing of this pylon, only scengs of ottering are represented on
the second register: the silver statue, the milk vases, and the four calves, as well as the purification
and ritual ascent to the sancruary, and so on.

To the south, however, the second register untolds the entire ritual of foundation of the temple.

To the narth, then, the religious themes and principles are represented i J‘r'."h_'j': while ro the
south, the achicvements are in sunk reftef.

The red fire of Ra, enclosed in Arum, is still Sethian; the kings named Seti symbolize this state,
By reaction, this fire ;mwnkc:‘- whiteness, which is evoked by the nebbakba scepter pl:lccd above
Min's raised arm and by the silver statue offered to him, At its perfection, this whiteness will be the
white crown, the South, which in turn will call torth redness, and this redness will be achieved by

Ramesses.

SUMMARY

The original temple dates from the advent of the Amunian epoch of the constellation Aries under
Sesostris T (Twelfth Dyvnasty).. During the culminant lunar moment of the kings named
Amenhotep and Tuthmosis, monumental works were added that, although ruined, are stll to be

seen today, The sed-testival sanctuary was shifted toward the east, and a tenth pylon npcm‘d its door
upon a “back and forth” to the temple of Mut the Great, lady of Asheru (Asheru figures in Gree

mvth under the name of Acheron, the river of the internal regions). Then the great Amunian

colonnade was constructed, similar to that of Luxor.

All the temples surrounding the great temple of Amun participate in the opus that 1t teaches:
they include the small temple of Ptah, reconstructed upon the site of the ancient sanctuary of Prah
from the epoch of Taurus, the Bull, and in relation to it, the temple of Mentu, reconstructed upon
the ancient great sanctuary, also dedicated to Taurus. This Mentu-Ptah is the Greek Hephacestos,

the Latin Vulean “who forges metals.” The most recent excavations have furnished proof thar this
site was indeed a strange and important laboratory.

The great temple of Mut—which is also che temple of Ptah’s female aspect in the guise of the
sanguinary Venus-Sckhmet sweetened by a bath in the warters of the Abaton at Aswan—is the site
of the conception that Arings about the death of the secd in order to gestate the new fruit. It is this




t FHE TEMPLES OFF KA \

Hier

phiase of death that is represented by the temple of Mut, the maternal: it is the reversal of orienta
tions hecause with this death of the seed begins the materialization of its victwality
|

e temple of Khonsu, on the other hand, becomes the ind

sensable auxiliary 1o the
|

Ramesside work, What was concewved through Mut is here gestared: the blackness ot the eighrh

maonth, a renewal—tor all beginning is a blackness, just as all conception s a requisite death of that

sone at the

which has given the impulse toward a new lite. In this way, Khonsu plays a donble n
le of the gestation

beeinning, at first reterred to by the Ramesside kings, and the other in the mid
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