Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report



Autopsyfiles.org - Marilyn Monroe Autopsy Report Augua'c .Lf P J,yo'd

STATEMENT BY THEODORE J. CURPHEY, M.D.
‘CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Now that the final toxicological report and that of the psychlatric
consultants have been received and considered, it is my conclusion
that the death of Marilyn Monroe was caused by a self-administered

overdose of sedative drugs and that the mode of death is probable
sulcide.

The final toxicological report reveals that the barbiturate, previ-

ously reported as a lethal dose, has been positively identified as
nembutal by the toxicologist.

In the course of completing his routine examination, the toxicolo-

gist, Mr. Raymond Abernethy, discovered in addition to the nembutal
present a large dose of chloral hydrate,

Following is the summary report by the Psychiatric Investligative
Team which has assisted me in collecting information in this case.

This team was headed by Robert Litman, M.D., Norman Farberow, Ph.D.,
and Norman Tabachnick, M.D.:

"Marilyn Monroe died on the night of August 4th or the early
morning of August 5, 1962. Examination by the toxicology lab-
oratory indicates that death was due to a self-administered over-
dose of sedative druga. We have been asked, as consultants, to
examine the life situation of the deceased and to give an opinion
regarding the intent of Miss Monroe when she ingested the sedative
drugs which caused her death, From the data obtained, the follow-
ing points are the most important and relevant:

"Miss Monroe had suffered from psychiatric disturbance for a

long time., She experienced severe fears and frequent depressions.
Mood changes were abrupt and unpredictable. Among symptoms of
disorganization, sleep diaturbance was prominent, for which she
had been taking sedative drugs for many years. She was thus

familiar with and experienced in the use of sedative drugs and
well aware of their dangers.

"Recently, one of the main objectives of her psychiatric treatment
had been the reduction of her intake of drugs. This has been
partially successful during the last two months. She was re-
ported to be following doctor's orders in her use of the drugs;

and the amount of drugs found in her home at the time of her
death was not unusual.

"In our investigation, we have learned that Miss Monroe had often
expressed wishes to give up, to withdraw, and even vo die. On
more than one occasion in the past, when disappointed and de-
pressed, she had made a suicide attempt using sedative drugs. On
these occaslions, she had called for help and had been rescued.

"From the information collected about the events of the evening

of August 4th, it is our opinion that the same pattern was re-
peated except for the rescue. It has been our practice with
similar information collected in other cases 1n the past to recom-
mend a certification for such deaths as probable suicide,

"Additional clues for suicide provided by the physical evidence
are: (1) the high level of barbiturates and chloral hydrate in
the bleood which, with other evidence from the autopsy, indicates
the probable ingestion of a large amount of the drugs within a
short period of time; (2) the completely empty bottle of nem-
butal, the prescription for which was filled the day befeore the
ingestion of the drugs; and (3) the locked door which was unusual,
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