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INTRODUCTION. 

Scottish surnames divide themselves into 

two classes, Highland, and Lowland. 

In very few instances were they assumed 

before the eleventh, and indeed by far the 

larger proportion, since the thirteenth cen­

tury. 

They have originated in varIOUS ways; 

are derived from localities, as Maxwell, 

Nisbet, Ralston; baptismal names, as An­

derson, Bennett, Lawrence; trades, as Bax­

ter, Fletcher, N asmyth; offices, as Banner­

man, Grieve, Walker; professions, as Clerk, 

Freer, Kemp; peculiarities of body and 

mind, as Fairfax, Laing, May; urmorial 

bearings, as Cross, Heart, Horn; nativity, 
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as Fleming, Inglis, Scott; and from Illany 

other sourcel-i. 

Highland surnames are chiefly patronym­

ics, with various prefixes and It(lditions, as 

Farquhal\ Mackenzie, Robertson; but there 

are SOlllC pxeeptions, a few being derivecl 

ii'OlIl loealities. a:-; Lennox, Murray, Ro:-;s; a 

good number ii'Oll1 peculiarities. as Cameron, 

Campbl>ll, Grant; and some from armorial 

bearings, allel officpi'i, as Frazer, Skenc. 

Stewart. 

Lowland surnames having been adopted 

mainly through Norman influence, are most 

frcq uently local, as Carmichael, Ridell, 

Ruthcrf(ml; hut many are deriwd from 

baptismal llames, as Dickson, Henderson, 

~yme; from peculiarities, as Armstrong, 

Brown, Douglas; from armorial bearings, 

af' Foulis, Heron. Lillie; than office, occu­

pation, and trade, as Baillie, Hunter, Lori­

mer. 

In the preparation of this work, the 
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author has been particularly indebted to 

the following authorities: 

The Works of Sir George Mackenzie of 

Rosehaugh. Edinburgh, 1716. 

British Family Antiquity, by William 

Playfair. London, 1811. 

A General Armory of England, Scotland 

and Ireland, by J. and J. B. Burke. Lon­

don, 1842. 

A Dictionary of the Peerage and Baron­

etage of the British Empire, by John 

Burke. London, 1846. 

A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary 

of the Extinct and Dormant Peerages of 

England, Scotland and Ireland, by J. and 

J. B. Burke. London, 1840. 

A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary 

of the Extinct and Dormant Baronetcies of 

England, Scotland and Ireland, by J. and 

J. B. Burke. London, 1841. 

A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary 
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of the Landed Gentry of the British Em­

pire, by J. and J. B. Burke. London, 1858. 

English Surnames, by Robert Ferguson. 

London, 1858. 

A History of the Highlands, and of the 

Highland Clans, by James Browne, LL. D. 

London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, 1851. 

English Surnames, by M. A. Lower, M. 

A. London, 1849. 

Derivation of Family Names, by William 

Arthur, M. A. New York, 1857. 

Surnames, by B. Homer Dixon, K. N. L. 

Boston, 1857. 

Patronymic a Britannica, by M. A. Lower, 

M. A. London, 1860. 

In Scotland, whoever joined a particular 

clan, no matter what his position or descent, 

assumed the surname of his chief, and this 

was accepted as an act of loyalty; it does 

not follow, therefore, that all who bear the 

same surname are descended from a com­

mon ancestor. 
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Originally, all surnames had a meamng, 

but in very many cases this has been lost 

because of the corruptions in spelling, for 

their orthography has only been fixed III 

the last two centuries. 

It is, therefore, probably impossible to 

render correctly the origin and signification 

of all Scottish surnames. 

Philadelphia, September, 1862. 
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ABERCORN. 

Local: from the village of Abercorn in Lan­
arkshire. 

ABERCRO.MBY. 

Local: from the parish of Abercromby in 
Fifeshire. Aber, a place where two streams 
meet, ana. crombie, a bend. The family are de­
scemled from Humphredus de Abercrombie, 
temp. Robert 1. 

ABERDEEN. 

Local: from the town of A berdeeu in Aber­
deenshire. Aber, the mouth of a stream, and 
Don, the name of the river on which the town 
is situated. 

ABERDOUR. 

Local: from the village of Aberdour ll1 

Fifeshire. 
2 
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ABERXETHY. 

Local: ft'ODl tho town of Ahernethy in 
PL'rtliRhire. Aha, the mouth of a stream, and 
nith!J, dangerouR. The f~tmily are descended 
from Alexandcr Abernethy, temp. Robert I. 

ACHANY. 

Vide, Hannay. 

ACHMUTY. 

Local: from the lands of Achmuty in Fife­
shire. 

ADAIR. 

Thomas, the sixth Earl of Desmond, while 
011 a hunting excursion lost his way, between 
Traleo and Newcastle, in the county of Lime­
rick, ,,,here he was received and entertained by 
one ,Villiam );IcCormick, whose (laughter he 
subsequently married. At this alliallee the 
family and clan took umbrage, ana forced him 
to resign his title and etitate to hi8 ,ronnge8t 
brother. Ho died in France in 1420, ll'aying 
i88ne, 1Iaurice and ,r 01111; Robcrt the SOil of 
Maurice returned to Ireland, where he killecl 
Gerald the ,Vltite Knight ill sillgle combat 
at Athdale, whence he rcceiverl tllO name (>t' 
Adaire. He afterwards sottled il1 DcotlulHl, 
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where he married Arabella daughter of John 
Campbell, Lord of Argyle. 

ADAM. 

Man, earthly, red. The families of Adam 
and Adamson, are descended from Duncan son 
of Alexander Adam, temp. Robert Bruce. 

AGNEW. 

Local: from the town of Agneau 111 N 01'­

mandy. Agneau in Norman-French signifies 
a lamb. A branch of the family came into 
England at an early day, and some of them 
accompanied Strongbow to Ireland; others 
of the family settled in Scotland, where An­
drew Agnew was sheriff of Wigton shire 111 

1430. 

AIKENHEAD. 

Head of the oaks. 

AIKMAN. 

From ack, an oak, and man. 

AINSLIE. 

From ains, a spring, and ley, a field. 
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AIRTH. 

Local: from the village of Airth ill Stirling­
shire. The family are descended ii·om Sir ,Vil­
liam de Airth, temp. Robert Bruce. 

AITKINSON. 

From A I, an abbreviation of Arthur, and 
kins, a child. 

AITON. 

The town near the water - from ea, water, 
and lon, a town. 

ALDJOY. 

Originally from Italy. Peter Aldjoy ob­
tained the lands of Easter Walkinshaw, by 
marrying, ill 1547, the heiress Marion Morton. 

ALEXANDER. 

A benefactor. The family are descended 
from Alexander Macdonald, a gt'cai-grandsoll 
of Somerled, Thane of Argyle. 

ALLAN. 

From aluinn, fair, handsome. 
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ANDERSON. 

'rhe son of Andrew, which signifies a brave 
man. 

ANGUS. 

Local: from the county of Angus. 

ANNAND 

Local: from the river Annan. Aon, aon, 
one and one, the river that divides the dale 
into two shares. 

ANSl'RUTHER. 

Local: from the parish of Anstruther in 
Fifeshire. The word Anstrnther signifies a 
marsh, or swamp. The family are descended 
from William do Candela, Lord of the lands of 
Anstruther, temp. David 1. 

ARBUTHNOT. 

Local: from the barony of Arbuthnot in 
Kinkardineshire. Aber, the mouth of a stream, 
both, a dwelling, and neth, a stream that de­
scends; aberbothneth, the house near the conflux 
of the stream. The family are descended from 
Hugh de Arbuthnot, 1160. 
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ARCHIBALD. 

Powerful, hold. 

ARCHIE. 

Tho diminutive of Archibald. 

ARE~KINE. 

Vide, Erskine. 

ARMOUR. 

Contracted from armorer, a maker of armor. 

ARMSTRONG. 

The Armstrongs derive their snrname from 
tho following circumstance: an ancient king of 
Scotland having his horse killed under him in 
battle, was immediately remounted by Fair­
bairn his armor-bearer. For this timely assist­
ance the king amply rewarded him with IHnds 
on the borders, and to perpetuate the memory 
of so important a service, as well as the man­
ner in which it waR performed (for Fairbairn 
took tho king by the thigh and set him on his 
saddle), his royal master gave him the appella­
tion of Armstrang, and assigned him for a 
crest, all armed hand and arm, in the left hand 
a leg and foot in armor, conped at the thigh, 
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all proper. The chief of the clan in the early 
part of the sixteenth century was John Arm­
strong of Gilnockie; he was hung as a free­
booter by James V, in 1529. The family have 
always been noted for their courage and daring. 
In the Lay of the Last .ll1instrel, the chief when 
about to assemble his clans, says to the heralds, 

" Ye need not go to Liddisdale, 
For when they see the blazing balQ 
Elliots and Armstrongs never fail." 

ARNUT. 

The family descend from Michael Arnott, 
temp. Malcolm IV, and were seated in Fife­
shire early in the twelfth century. 'rhe name 
has also been written Arnet and Arnett. 

ATHOL. 

Local: from a district of Perthshire. Ath, 
a ford, and al, a rock. 

AUCHENLECK. 

Local: from the parish of Auchenleck in 
Ayrshire. Ach, a mound, and teac, a :flat stone. 
Auchenleck appears to have been a place where 
the Druids held their services. The family are 
descended from Sir John Auchenleck, 1450. 
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AUOHTERLONY. 

The height of the meadmv or marsh. 

BAILLIE. 

A bailiff. 

BAIN. 

White, fair, pale. 

BAIRD, 

An old tradition in this family records that 
William the Lion, while hunting in one of the 
southwest counties, happening to wander from 
his attendants, was alarmed hy the apl'l'oat:h of 
a wil(l boar, aHa calling out for assistance, a 
gentleman of the name of Baird, who haa fol­
lowed the king, came up alld had thc good 
fortune to t-day the ohjed of the monarch's 
alarm. For this t'(ignal t'ervic'e, \Villiam con­
ferred upon hi~ Jelivel'er large grnnts of lalla,;, 
and assigned him for hi:-\ ('oat of arlll " , a hGar 
passant, and for his motto: "DoIllinus teeit," 
which arms arc to be ::leen upon au ancient 
monument of the Bainls of Auchmedden in tlH 
churchyarJ of Banff. 
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BALFOUR. 

Local: from the castle and barony of Balfour 
near the junction of the rivers Or and Leven. 
The family are descended from Sir Michael de 
Balfour, temp. William the Lion. 

BALLANTINE. 

Local: from Baalen, and teine, fire, the fire 
of Baal. A place where Bal, or Belus, was wor­
shiped by the Celts. 

B~NATYNE. 

A hill where fires were kindled. 

BANNERMAN. 

Assumed because of the family being heredi­
tary standard bearers to the king; they bear in 
their arms a banner displayed argent, on a can­
ton azure, St. Andrew's cross. 

BARBER. 

A dresser of the hair and beard. 

BARCLAY. 

Originally Berkely. The name signifies a 
birchfield, and was assumed from the town of 
Bel'kely III Gloucestershire. Roger de Ber-

3 
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ke1y, a Saxon living at the time of the conquest 
was the grandfather of Theobald de Berkely, 
who settled in Scotland, and was the ancester 
of the Barclays. 

BAHON. 

A valiant man. 

BARR. 

Local: from the pari"h of Barr in Ayrshire. 

BAXT.ER. 

A baker. 

BELSCHES. 

Local: From the barony of Belsches in Rox­
burghshire. The name has been written Bela­
SiR, Bolases, Belshcs, Bel::;haes, and Bebches. 
The family arc desccl1(led from Halph de Bcla­
syse in Durham, who wa" sottled there soon 
after the Conquest. 

BEN~ETT. 

A contraction of Benedict, fi'om Bencdidus, 
blessed. 

BETHUNE. 

Local: from the town of Bethune in France. 
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The Scottish branch of the family are descend­
ed from Robert de Bethune who came to Scot­
land in 1165. 

BIGGAR. 

Local: from the town of Biggar in Lanark­
shire. 

BINNEY. 

The hill near the water - from bin, a hill, 
and ea, water. 

BINNING. 

The family bear a wagon in their arms be­
cause of one of them having, temp. David II, 
gone as leader of a party in a wagon, covered 
with hay, and surprised and taken from the 
English the Castle of Linlithgow. 

BIRNEY. 

Local: from the parish of Birney in Elgin-
shire. 

BLACKADER. 

Local: from the lands of Blackader in Ber­
wickshire - they bear an adder sable for their 
crest. 

BLACKBURN. 

The black stream. 
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BLACKWOOD. 

Local: from the lands of Blackwood in Lan­
arkshire. 

BLAIR. 

A cleared plain, and as this was often the 
ground selected for combats aud battles, Blair 
came to signify a battle. The family are de­
scended from William de Blair, 1205. 

BOGLE. 

A goblin. 

BONAR. 

Local: from Bonare in Perthshire. The 
family are descended from Sir 'William de Bo­
nare, Baron of Bonare, temp. ,Villiam the 
Lion. 

BORROWMEN. 

A carrier of barrows. 

BORTRWICK. 

Local: from the lands of Borthwick on 
Borthwick Water in Selkirkshire. The family 
are descended from Thomas de Borthwick, 
temp. Dayid II. 
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BOSWELL. 

Local: from bosch, a wood, and ville, a vil­
lage. The family was established in Scotland, 
temp. David 1. 

BOWMAN. 

An archer. The family bear a bow in their 
arms, and also in their crest. 

BOYD. 

Fair complexioned. The family are descend­
ed from Robert, surnamed Boyt on account of 
his fair complexion, living in 1205; he was the 
son of Simon the third son of Allan, Lord 
Stewart of Scotland. 

BOYES. 

Originally Bois - a wood, a forest. 

BRANDER. 

A gridiron. 

BRASH. 

A rash or eruption. 

BRIMMER. 

A passionate man, from brim, to be violent. 
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BRISBANE. 

A place where courts were held; brys, a trial 
at law, and bann, a mount; breasban, the royal 
mount. The family of Brisbane is of conside­
rable antiquity; the present descendants are in 
possession of' an elbow chair made of oak, 
having the family arms, with the date 1357 
carved on the back. 

BRODIE. 

Local: from the lands of Brodie in Moray­
shire. The name signifies a precipice. The 
family are descended from Malcolm, Thane of 
Brodie, temp. Alexander III. 

BROOKS. 

A small river. 

BRO"\VN. 

Originally Broun, and Ie Brun - dark com­
plexioned. The family have been free Barons 
of Colstoun in IIaddingtonshire, since 1116. 

BRUCE. 

Local: from Bruys in Normandy; Robert 
de Bruys was one of the f()llowers of William 
the Conqueror, and received from that monarch 
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grants of ninety-four lordships in Yorkshire; 
his son Robert de Brus obtained from David I 
the lands of Annandale, and was the ancestor 
of the Scottish family of Bruce. 

BUCHAN. 

Local: from the district of Buchan in Aber­
deenshire. 

BUCHANAN. 

Local: from the parish of Buchanan in 
Stirlingshire. The family are descended from 
Macoum de Boquhanan, whose name is on the 
Ragman's Roll, 1296. 

BURN. 

A brook. 
BURNSIDE. 

The banks of a brook. 

BURNETT. 

A little brook. The family is of Saxon ori­
gin, but the Scottish branch have been seated 
for more than :five centuries in the north of 
Scotland, and are descended from Robert Burn­
ard, 1128. They bear a hunting horn in 
their arms, indicative of their office of king's 
foresters in the north. 
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CADDELL. 

Warlike. 
CADEll. 

A keep, a fortress, a stronghold. 

CArRNE. 

A circular mound of stones. 

CALDER. 

Local: from the village of Calder in Nairn­
shire. The family are descended from Hugh 
son of Alexander Calder, 1440. 

CALDERWOOD. 

Loeal: from the lands of Calderwood in the 
parish of Kilbride, Lanarkshire. The family 
were seated at Calderwood at a remote period. 
The last of the family were three brothers and a 
sister; and the former having quarreled with 
the priest of the parish fled to the Earl of Cas­
silis for protection, who gave them the farms of 
Peacockbank, and Moss-side, in the parish of 
Stewarton, and the Forty acre lands in Kyle. 
These three brothers were the ancestors of the 
present families of Calderwood. The sister re­
mained in Kilbride, married a Maxwell, and 
became possessed of her father's estate. 
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CALDWELL. 

From colwold, the hazel wood. 

CALLENDER. 

Local: from the village of Callender III 

Perthshire. 

CAMERON. 

Crooked nose - from earn, crooked, and sron, 
a nose. The clan have a tradition that their 
ancestor was a younger son of one of the 
Kings of Denmark, who assisted at the restora­
tion of Fergus II, in 404, and was called Came­
ron from his crooked nose. Allan surnamed 
Mac Ochtry, or son of U chtred, is mentioned by 
tradition as the chief of the Camerons i.n the 
time of Robert II. As far back as can be 
traced the clan had its seat in Lochabar, and 
appear to have been first connected with the 
house of Islay in the time of Robert Bruce, 
from whom Angus Og received a grant of 
Lochabar. The clan's more modern posses­
sions of Lochiel and I~ocharkaig, on the west 
side of the Lochy, were granted by the Lord of 
the Isles to the founder of the clan Ranald, 
from whose descendants they passed to the 
Camerons. The clan appears to have been 
originally divided into three Septs: 1. The 

4 
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Camerons or Mac Martins of Letterfinlay; 
2. The Camerons or ~racguillonies of Strone ; 
and 3. The CameronH or Mac80rlies of Olenne­
vis. The Camerons of Rtronl' were the Ulleer-;tors 
of those of' Lochiel- Don~lld Dhu, grandson of 
Allan Mac Ocittry, hea(led the elan at the battle 
of Harlaw in 1--111. Fl'Om thi8 Donald Dlm nIl' 

Camerons received their plltrollymie of :Mac 
Dhonnill Dnibh, or MlLl' Cunnel Duy, the wn 
of Black Donal(1. 

CAMPBELL. 

Crooked mouth - from cam, crooked, and 
beul, the month. The family call he traced to 
the beginning of tho fifth century, and are said 
to have boen possessed of Loehore ill Argyle­
shire in the time of Fergm; II. Sir Colin 
Oampbell of Lochore, temp. Robert Bruce, 
was called Sir Colin More, or great. 

CARMICHAEL. 

Local: from the harony of Oarmichael in 
Lanarkshire. The family are dCRc('lIde<l from 
WiJl1am de Carmichael, tC'mp. David Bruce. 
Sir J ohl1 Carmichael of Carmichael accompa­
nied Archibald Earl of Douglas to the aS8ist­
ance of Charles VI of Franee; he distin­
guished himself in the battle of Beauge by 
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dismounting the Duke of Clarence, the English 
general, in doing which he broke his lance, and 
thus originated the crest of the family. 

CARNEGIE. 

Local: from the lands of Carnegie in For­
farshire. The family were originally proprie­
tors of the lands of Balinaird in Forfarshire, 
but in the time of David II, J olm de Balinaird 
having obtained a grant of the lands of Carne­
gie, changed his Sllrname. 

CARR. 
Vide, Kerr. 

CARSON. 

The son of Carr, or Kerr. 

CARRUTHERS. 

The family are descended from William Car­
ruthers of Howmains in Annandale, temp. 
David II. 

CASSE. 
To oppose. 

CATHCART. 

Local: from the parish of Cathcart in Ren­
frewshire. The parish is situated where the 
ri ver Cart runs through a narrow channel, and 
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earth signifies a strait; whence the name has 
originated. The ftunily arc cle"l:emlcd from Sir 
ReYllold de Kathcart, a Crusader, temp. Rich· 
ard 1. 

GAY. 

A place of security, a warden or keeper; 
they hear in their arms a griffin's head erased, 
in the beak a key azure. 

CHALMERS. 

One of the clan Cameron going to France, 
put hi" name into a Latin dress by calling him- . 
self Camerario, which in French is de la Cham­
bre; upon his return home he was, according to 
Scottish dialed, ciLlled Ohalmers. The arm" of 
the family were cut on stone and woo(l in st. 
Nicholas' church at Aberdeen, with the elates 
1313 allel 1413. 

CHAMBERS. 

ViJe Chalmers. 

CHAPMAN. 

A shopkeeper,.a tracler. 

CHARTEIUS. 

The family are descended fi'om Robert de 
Charteris, temp. Malcolm IV. 
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CHEYNE. 

An oak tree - from chene. 

CHRISTIE. 

A diminutive of Christopher, which signifies 
Christ's carrier. 

CLELAND. 

Local: From the lands of Cleland in Lanark­
shire. James Oleland of that ilk was the asso­
ciate of Wallace, and received from Robert 
Bruce several lands in the barony of Calder. He 
was the ancestor of William Cleland of that 
ilk, who by Jean his wife, daughter of William 
Lord Somerville, was progenitor of the Clelands 
of Cleland, Faskine, Monkland, and Cartness. 
The family arms are derived from the office 
they held of hereditary foresten! to the Earls of 
Douglass. 

CLERK. 

A clergyman. The family are descended from 
Alanus Clerk, living in 1349. The family es­
tate of Pennycuick is held by a singular tenure, 
the proprietor being bound to sit upon a large 
rock called the Buckstane, and wind three 
blasts of a horn, when the king shllmoa ce to 
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hunt upon the Borough Muir, near Edinburgh. 
Hence the crest, anu the motto; "Free for a 
blast. " 

COCHRAN. 

Local; From the barony of Cochran in Ren­
frewshire. The family are descendeu from 
Walden de Cochran, temp. Alexanuer ITl. 

COCK. 

The family bear a cock gules m their arms, 
whence probably the name. 

OOOKBURN. 

The hill by the brook, from cock, a hill, and 
burn, a brook. The family are descended from 
Thomas de Cockburn, temp. Robert Bruce, 
their arms are argent, three cocks gules; crest, 
a cock crowing; motto, "Accelldit cantu." 

COLLIS ONE. 

The son of Colin - cuilein, darling. 

COLQUOHOUN. 

Local: from the lands of Colquhoun, which 
were granted by Alexander IT to Umphred de 
Kirkpatrick, whose son was styled Ingelram de 
Colquhoun, and was the ancestor of the family. 
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COLVILLE. 

The town in the defile - from col, a defile, 
and ville, a town. Gilbert de Colavilla or Col­
vyle was a commander in the army of William 
the Conqueror; his descendant Philip de Colvill, 
temp. "William the Lion, was the founder of the 
Scottish branch of the family. 

COMBE. 

The family bear three combs argent in their 
arms, whence probably the name. 

CONGALTON. 

The family are descended from William de 
Congalton of that ilk, temp. William the Lion. 

COOPER. 

Local: from the town of Coupar in Fifeshire. 
The family are descended from Simon Cooper, 
1296. 

COLLIER. 

This name was assumed by an ancestor of 
the family, because when hotly pursued by his 
enemies he hid himself in a coal pit. 
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CORRIE. 

Local: from the town of Corrie in the Isle 
of Arran. 

COvVAN. 

A blacksmith. 

CRAICK. 

To storm - their arms are, per fesse argent 
aml sable, a ship or, sails of the first; crest, an 
anchor proper; motto, " Providence." 

CRAIG. 

A rock, a crag. 

CRANSTOUN. 

Local: from the parish of Cranstoun in Ed­
inburghshire. The family have been long 
seated on the Border, and their motto, "Y e 
shall want ere I want," was cmblematical of 
their early calling of freebooters. They are de­
scended from Elfric de Cranstoull, temp. Wil­
liam the Lion. 

CRA""\V. 

A crow. They bear three crows argent III 

their arms. 
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CRAWFORD. 

Local: from the barony of Crawford in Lan­
arkshire - cru, bloody, and ford, a pass. The 
family are descended from Reginald de Craw­
ford, living in the beginning of the twelfth 
century, who was the youngest son of Alan 
fourth Earl of Richmond. 

CRICHTON. 

The castle of plunder - creachton. The 
family are descended from William de Crich­
ton, 1240. 

CROCKETT. 

Crooked, bent. 

CROSS. 

The family bear a cross crosslet in their arms, 
whence probably the name. 

CRUIKSHANK. 

Crooked legs. 

CULLEN. 

Local: from the town of Cullen in Banff­
shire - cui, a neck, lin, a lake; the place at the 
neck of the lake. 

5 
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CUMMING. 

A corrnption of Comeyn, anciently de Com­
minges, from Comminges in ]'rance. The 
badge of the family is the cumin-plant, and 
their arms are azure three garbs of cumin or. 
They are descended from John Cumyn, Lord of 
Badenoch, temp. Robert Bruce. 

CUNNL~GHAME. 

Local: From the district of Cunninghame in 
Ayrshire. Malcolm Canmore being hotly pur­
sued by Macbeth took refuge in a barn, where 
a countryman called Malcolm the son of Fris­
kin, concealed him by forking hay or straw 
over him; on the accession of Malcolm Can­
more to the throne he granted to his deliverer 
the Thanedom of Cunninghame, and for his 
arms, argent a shake fork sable, with the motto, 
" Over fork over." 

CUTHBERT. 

Famous, bright, of clear skill, or knowledge. 
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DAILE. 

A bushy vale. 

DALLAS. 

Local: from Dallas in Elginshire. The name 
signifies a watered meadow; dail, a meadow, and 
uis, water. Sir William de Doleys was living 
in 1286; in 1367 John de Dolais was Thane ot 
Cromdale. 

DALMAHOY. 

Local: from the lands of Dalmahoy in Mid­
Lothian. The family was distinguished as far 
back as the time of Alexander III. 

DALRYMPLE. 

Local: from the barony of Dalrymple in Ayr­
shire. The family are descended from Adam 
de Dalrymple, temp. Alexander III. 

DALZIELL. 

This family bear for their arms, sable, a 
naked man with the arms extended proper, and 
the motto, "I dare," to perpetuate a brave ex­
ploit performed by one of their ancestors. A 
near kinsman of Kenneth II was hung by the 
Picts, which so grieved the king that he offered 
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a large reward to anyone who would reRcue 
the corpse; no one, however, would undertake 
the enterprise; at last one came to the king amI 
said: "Dalziell," which signifies, I dare; and 
he rescued the body and brought it to the king, 
for which act his posterity took their name of 
Dalziell, and the arms and motto which they 
still usc. 

DANIELL. 

The judgment of God. 

DAVIDSON. 

The son of David, which signifies beloved. 

DEMPSTER. 

An arbitrator. 

DENNISTOUN. 

Local: from the lands of Dennistoun in Ren­
frewshire. The family have been seated in the 
west of Scotland since the eleventh century­
in the time of Malcolm IV, one Danziel, pro­
bably a Norman, received a grant of lands 
whieh he called Danzielstonn. The family are 
descended from Sir Hugh de Danzielstoun, 
1296. 
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DICK. 

An abbreviation of Richard. The family are 
supposed to be of Danish origin, and to be the 
same as Van Dyke. William de Dyck, Alder­
man of Edinburgh, 1296, was the ancestor of 
some of the Scottish families of Dick. 

DICKISON. 

The son of Dickie. 

DICKSON. 

The son of Dick or Richard. The family are 
descended from Richard Keith, a son of Hervey 
de Keith, Earl Marshal of Scotland, by his wife 
Margaret daughter of William third Lord 
Douglas. This Richard Keith bore for his 
arms azure, three mullets argent, being the 
arms of Douglas, a chief or, three pallets gules, 
being the arms of Keith - his son Thomas 
Dicson, born 1247, was the immediate ancestor 
of the family. 

DINNES. 

Probably originally d'Innes, from the lands 
of Innes in Elginshire. 
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DOBBIE. 

A corruption of Robert, which signifies 
famous in council, from rode, council, and 
beorht, bright. 

DON. 
A down. 

DONALD. 
A great chief. 

DONALDSON. 

The son of Donald. 

DOUGLAS. 

There is the following tradition in regard to 
the origin of the name. In the year 770 Sol va­
thins king of Scotland, obtained a victory over 
Donald Bain of the Western Isles, by the as­
sistance of a man who was nnknown to him. 
After the battle, being desirous to see one who 
had done him so signal a service, he was point­
ed out to him with these words: "Sholto Dhug­
lass," behold that swarthy man. One of this 
family, Sir William Douglas, entered into the 
service of Charlemagne and was the founder 
of the family of Douglassi in Tuscany. Sir 
James de Douglas took the heart of Robert 
Bruce to the Holy Land, to commemorate which 
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his descendants have ever since born a crowned 
heart in their arms. Before the death of Bruce 
in 1329 the arms of the family were azure, three 
mullets argent. 

DOW. 
Black. 

DREGHORN. 

Local: from the village of Dreghorn in Ayr­
shire. 

DRUMMOND. 

The back of the mountain - from druim, 
back, and monadh, the mountain. The family 
are descended from Maurice, the son of George, 
a younger son of Andreas, king of Hungary, 
who came to Scotland in 1066. 

DUDDINGSTON. 

Local: from the village of Duddingston III 

Edinburghshire. 

DUFF. 

Black. The family are descended from the 
celebrated Macduff, Thane of Fife in the 
eleventh century. 

DUN. 

Local: from the parish of Dun in Forfarshire. 
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DUNBAR. 

Local: from Dunbar in Iladdingtonshire­
dunabal', the castle on the hill. Crimm, Earl of 
N orthumherland, before the Conquest, ·was 
father of Maldred, Earl of Northumberland, 
whose son, Gospatrick, Earl of Northumber­
land, having incurred the displem<ure ofWmiam 
the Conqueror, went to Seotland in 1068, he 
was there created Thane of Dunbar and Lothian, 
and his descendants afterwards assumed the 
surname of Dunbar. 

DUNOAN. 

The chieftain's castle - from dun, a castle, 
and creann, a chieftain. 

DUNCANSON. 

The son of Duncan. 

DUNDAS. 

Local: from the lands of Dundas in Linlith­
gowshire. The family are descended from 
Uthred, son of Gospatrick, firRt Earl of March, 
who in the time of David I received a grant of 
the lands and assumed the surname of Dundas. 

DUNLOP. 

Local: from the lands of Dunlop III Ayr­
shire. 
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DUNMURE. 

Local: from Dunmore in Perthshire. The 
name signifies a black moor - from dun, 
black, and mure, a moor. 

DUNNET. 

Local: from the bay of Dunnet in Caith­
ness. 

DUNNING. 

Local: from the village of Dunning in Perth­
shire. The name signifies dark offspring, from 
dun, black, and ing, a termination denoting 
children. 

DURHAM. 

Local: from the town of Durham in England. 

DURWARD. 
A door keeper. 

EDGAR. 
Happy, blessed. 

EDIE. 

An instructor, from eddee. 
6 
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EDWARD. 

Good nature. 

EGLINTOUN. 

Local: from Eglintoun in Ayrshire. 

ELLIOT. 

The family are descended from Sir William 
de Aliot, who came to England with the Con­
queror; his arms were, azure, a canton or; 
crest, an arm and sword; motto, "Par Baxa, 
per ignes, fortiter et recte." His descendants 
settled at the village of Elliot in Forfarshire, 
and some generations later, in the seventeenth 
century, were seated on the border, in Liddis­
dale. 

ELPHINSTONE. 

Local: from the barony of Elphinstone in 
Stirlingshire. The family are descended from a 
German named Peter d'Elvinton, who settled 
in Scotland in the reign of Robert I, where he 
married Margaret, daughter of Sir Christopher 
Seton by Christian his wife, who was the sister 
of Robert 1. 

ERSK~E. 

In the reign of Malcolm II, a Scotchman 
killed with his own hand Enrique, one of the 
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Danish leaders at the battle of Murthill, cut off 
his head, and with the bloody dagger in his 
hand showed it to the king, and said "Eris­
kyne," which signifies upon thEl knife, and also 
said "I intend to perform greater actions than 
what I have already done." Whereupon the 
king imposed upon him the surname of Eris­
kyne, which has since been contracted to Ers­
kine and Areskine, and for his arms a hand 
holding a dagger, with the motto, "J e pense 
plus." 

ERWIN. 
Beautiful, fair. 

FAAL. 
A rocky place. 

FAIRBAIRN. 

A handsome child. 

FAIRFAX. 
Fair hair - from faex, hair. The family 

were seated at Torcester in Northumberland, 
before the Conquest, but afterwards moved to 
Yorkshire; and from thence some branches 
settled in Scotland- Richard Fairfax was living 
at Askam in Yorkshire in 1205. Motto:" Fare 
Fac." 
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FAIRHOLM. 

A beautiful island. 

FALCONER. 

The family are descended from Walter do 
Lenorp, whmw Ron Rauulph was Falconer to 
William tho Lion; they bear a falcon in their 
arms. 

FARMER. 

A cultivator of the ground. 

FARQUHAR. 

An honost man; from fear, a man, and coir, 
honest. 

FARQUHARSON. 

The fami.ly are descended from Donald Far­
quharson, the son of Farquhar, Chamberlain 
of Mar, temp. Robert II, who was a son of 
Shaw Macduff, a scion of the Thanos of Fife. 

FELL. 
Fierce, violent. 

FERGUSON. 

The son of Fergus, whit:h signifies a brave 
chieftain-.T olm F~rgus8on, "DominuR de Craig­
darroch" early in tho fourteenth century, is the 
first on record. 
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FERRIER. 

Local: from Ferrieres, a town in Gastinois, 
France. 

FINNIE. 
Sincere. 

FISHER. 
A fisherman. 

FLEMING. 

A native of Flanders. 

FLETCHER. 

An arrow maker - they bear four arrow 
heads in their arms. 

FORBES. 

An old tradition records that in 870, Solva­
thius Forbes married Moravilla, daughter of 
King Gregory the Great. Another account 
states that, one Achonacher came from Ireland 
to Scotland about the end of the twelfth centu­
ry, and having slain a monstrous wild boar, 
took the name of For-bear, afterwards turned 
to Forbeas, and used a boar's head in his arms 
to commemorate the deed. 

In the southeast corner of the parish of Au­
chindon, is a spring, called the Nine Maidens 
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Well, near which nine virgins were slain by a 
wild boar. The boar was afterwards killed by 
a young chief of the name of Forbes, the lover 
of one of the maidens. From this circumstance, 
the boar's head is now borne by the Forbes in 
their arms. This chieftain, who was named 
.John de Forbes, was owner of the lands of 
Forbes in 1214; his son, Fergus de Forbes, was 
father of Alexander Forbes, whose son, Alex­
ander Forbes, was the father of Sir .John 
Forbes, who had three sons, Sir Alexander, Sir 
William, and Sir .John: and from these three 
brothers are descended the families of Forbes. 

FORESTER. 

A woodman. The family are descended 
from Sir Adam Forrester, temp. Robert II; 
they bear three bugle horns in their arms. 

FOTHERINGHAM. 

A house supplying food. 

FOULIS. 

The name is derived from an ancestor of the 
family, a Norman, bearing three leaves, called 
feuilles, in his arms. 
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FOUNTAIN. 

Assumed on account of residence near a 
spring or well. 

FRANCE. 
A native of France. 

FRAZER. 

The family is of Norman origin, and assumed 
their name from the three fraises or strawberry 
leaves in their arms. About the year 794, 
Pierre Fraser, the Seigneur de Troile, was sent 
as an ambassador by Charlemagne to Achaius, 
king of Scotland. He married Euphemia, daugh­
ter of Rahan, a favorite of Achaius, and from 
this marriage sprang the Scottish Frazers. The 
fact of Simon being the most frequently used 
Christian name in the family, has caused the 
name in the Highlands to be corrupted to Mac 
Shimes and thence contracted to McImmey. 

FREER. 

A friar, a monk. 

FULLARTON. 

Local: from the lands of Fullarton in Ayr­
shire. The family are descended from Godfri­
dus Fullarton of Fullarton, temp. Robert 
Bruce. 
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FYFE. 

Local: from the district of Fife. 

GArR. 

An outcry, an alarm. 

GAIRDEN. 

An alarm hill. 

GALBREATH. 

The strange Briton - from gall, strange, and 
Bhreaton, a Briton. 

GALLAWAY. 

Local: from Galloway in Kircudbrightshire. 

GARDINER. 

A gardener. 

GARTH. 

A hill. 

GARVIE. 

Local: from the Island of Garvie in the Frith 
of Forth. The family bear three garvin fishes 
in their arms. 
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GED. 

A pike fish. The family bear three pike 
fishes in their arms. 

GEDDES. 

The plural of Ged. The family bear three 
pike fishes in their arms. 

GEORGE. 

A husbandman. 

GIB. 

A contraction of Gilbert. 

GIBSON. 

The son of Gib, or Gilbert, sometimes con­
tracted from Gilbertson. 

GILBERT. 
Bright pledge. 

GILCHRIST. 

The servant of Christ; from ~Iille, a servant, 
and Chriosed, Christ. 

GILLESPIE. 

A prompt servant; from speach, prompt. 
7 
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GILMOUR. 

A great servant.; fl'Om mohr, great. 

GILROY. 

A king's servant; from roy, the king. 

GLASFORD. 

The green ford. 

GLASGOW. 

Local: from the city of Glasgow in Lanark­
shire, or the town of Glasgow in Renfrewshire. 

GLASS. 

Green. 

GLEN. 
A valley. 

GLENDO~WYN. 

The family are descended fi'om Adam de 
Glendonwyn of that ilk, temp. Alexander 
III. 

GOODALLE. 

A corruption of good hall. 
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GORDON. 

A round hill; from gour, round, and dun, a 
hill. The family are descended from Adam 
Gordon, Lord of Gordon in Berwickshire, and 
of Strathbogy, in Abenleenshire, temp. Robert 
Bruce. 

GOW. 

A blacksmith. 

GOWAN. 

A daisy. 

GRAHAM. 

Originally Graeme - savage, gloomy. The 
family are descended, it is supposed, from 
Greme, a general in the army of Fergus II, 404. 

GRANT. 

Swarthy, grey headed. The family are de­
scended from one of the Clan McGregor, named 
Gregory, dicti Grant, temp. Alexander III. 

GRAY. 

Local: from the castle of Croy in Picardy. 
The Scottish family are descellded from Sir 
Andrew Gray, Lord of Longforgan in Perth­
shire, temp. Robert Bruce; who was descended 
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through Anchestil de Oroy, 'who came into 
England with the COll!lueror, from Fulbert 
Great Chamberlain to Robert of Normandy. 

GREENLAW. 

A green hill. 

GREGORY. 

Originally MacGregor. The name was as­
sumed by some meml)ers of the clan on Leing 
outlawed. 

GREIG. 
Hoarse. 

GREIR. 

A corrnption of Gregor. Gilbert McGregor, 
sec:ond son of Malcolm Laird of Mc:Gregor, 
settled in Dumfrieshire in 1374; his descend­
ant" af,tmmcJ the names of Grc"1', or Grei1', 
and Grierson. 

GREIRSON. 

Vide, Grier. 

GRIEVE. 

A superintendent of a coal pit. 

GROSIERT. 

A gooseberry. 
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GUN. 

A plain. 

GUTHRIE. 

Local: from the lands of Guthrie in Forfar­
shire. 

HADDOW. 

Local: from the town of Haddo in Aberdeen­
shire. 

HAIGE. 

A hedge. The motto of the Haiges, " Tyde 
what may," is taken from an old prophecy of 
Sir Thomas Learmont, called Thomas the 
Rymer. 

" Tyde what may betide, 
Haig shall be Laird of Bemerside." 

HALKETT. 

The name in the charters of the family is 
written both de Hawkhead and de Halkett, and 
was assumed from the barony of Hawkhead in 
Renfrewshire. The family are descended from 
David de Halkett, temp. David Bruce. 
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HALLIDAY. 

The name is derived from the Rlogan or war 
cry of the family" a holy day, a holy day." 

HAL YBURTON. 

Local: from the lands of Halyburton in Ber­
wiekshire. 

HAMILTO~. 

Local: from the manor of Hambleton in 
Bm:kinghamsllire. The family are deRcended 
from Sir William de Hambleton, third son of 
Robert Earl of Leicester, descended from the 
Earls of Mellent in Normandy. This Sir Wil­
liam de Hambleton having Rlain John de Spen­
cer in a reneontre, fled from the eonrt of Ed­
ward II. to Scotland; being closely purRued, he 
and his attendant changed clotheR with two 
woodcutters, and taking their saws, were in the 
act of cntting through an oak tree, when their 
pursuers pasRed by, perceiving his Rervant 
notice them, Sir William cried, ., Through." 
He afterwards married the daughter of Gilhert, 
Earl of Strathern, and received from Robert 
Bruce the lands of Kedzow ill Lanarkshire ; 
and assumed for his creRt an oak tree with a 
saw through it, and for his motto, the 'word 
" Through." 
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HAMMIL. 

A house, a home. The family are descended 
from Robert de Hommyl of Roughwood in 
Ayrshire, 1452. 

HANNAY. 

A leader, a chieftain; from the Saxon, kana; 
the name is also written Hanna, and Achany. 

HARRIS. 

The son of Henry, which signifies rich lord. 

HAY. 

In the reign of Kenneth III, about 980, the 
Danes having invaded Scotland, were en­
countered by that king near Loncarty in Perth­
shire; the Scots at first gave way and fled 
through a narrow pass where they were stopped 
by a countryman of great strength and courage, 
and his two sons, with no other weapons than 
the yokes of their ploughs, npbraiding the fugi­
tives for their cowardice, he succeeded in rally­
ing them, and the battle being renewed, the 
Danes were defeated. After the victory was 
obtained, the old man lying on the ground, 
wounded and fatigued, cried "Hay, hay," 
which word became the surname of his poste-
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rity, and the killg, as a reward for his signal 
seryice, gave him as much lana in the Carse of 
Gowrie, as a falcon should fly oyer before it 
settled, ana a f~deon being accordingly let off, 
flew over an extent of ground six mile;,; in 
length, afterwards called Errol, and lighted on 
a stone, still called Fakoll stone; the king also 
assigned tlH'ee shields or escutcheons for the 
arms of the family, to intimate that the father 
and his two sons had been the three fortunate 
shields of Seotland. 

HEART. 

The family bear three hearts gules, in their 
arms, whence probably the name. 

HENDERSON. 

The son of Henry. 

HEPBURN. 

The sweet briar by the brook - hiope, a sweet 
briar, and buurne, a brook. Sir Patrick Hep­
burn of Hales, el(lest son of Sir Adam Hepburn 
of Hales, was created Lord Hales in 1467; his 
grandson Patrick Lord Hales, was created Earl 
of Bothwell in 1488, the great gt'andson of the 
latter, James, fourth Earl of Bothwell, was 
created Marquis of :Fife, and Duke of Orkney, 
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and married Mary, Queen of Scots, in 1567, but 
was attainted and banished the same year, and 
died in the Oastle of Malmoe in Norway, in 
1577. The family bear a rose in their arms­
motto: "Keep Tryst." 

HERIOT. 

One who provides furniture for an army. 

HERON. 

The family bear a heron argent, in their arms, 
whence probably the name. 

HOGG. 

The family bear three boar's heads erased 
azure, in their arms, whence probably the name. 

HOLME. 

An island meadow. 

HOME. 

Local: from the castle of Home in Berwick­
shire. The family are descended from William 
Home, temp. Alexander III, the grandson of 
Patrick Home, Earl of Dunbar; their war cry 
was "a Home, a Home." 

8 
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HOPE. 

The side of a hill. The family are descended 
from John de Hope, temp. Alexander III. 

HOPPER. 

A dancer. 

HORN. 

The family bear a huglehorn in their arms; 
and for a crest, a buglehorn azure, whence pro­
bably the name. 

HOUSTON. 

Local: from the parish of Houston in Ren­
frewshire. In the reign of Malcolm IV, 1153, 
Hugh Padvinan obtained the barony of Kil­
peter from Baldwin of Biggar, SherifI' of Lan­
ark, hence called Hughstoun, corrupted to 
Houstoun. 

HOWISON. 

The son of Hugh. The family are descended 
from John Howison, burgess of Edinburgh, 
1450. The first ancestor of the family and his 
son, were farmers, and rescued James I from 
an attack made upon him when he had strayed 
from his attendants, while hunting near Ora­
mond Bridge, and having saved the king's life 
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by beating off his assailants with their flails, 
held a basin and a towel to wash his wounds. 
For these timely services they were rewarded 
with a grant of the lands of Braehead, the red­
dendo in the charter being "Servitium Lava­
cri," a service that was complied with to George 
IV, at the banquet of the magistrates of Edin­
burgh in 1822. 

HUNTER. 

The family have been seated at Hunterston in 
Aryshire since the time of Alexander II. They 
bear three hunting horns vert in their arms, 
whence probably the name. 

INGLIS. 

An Englishman. The family are descended 
from Sir William Inglis, temp. Robert m. 

INNES. 

Local: from the lands of Innes in Elginshire. 
The family are descended from Berowaldus 
Flandrensis who obtained a grant of the lands 
of Innes in 1153. 
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IRELAND. 

A native of Ireland. The family are descend­
ded from Sir John de Ireland of Lancashire, 
temp. 'William the Oonqueror. 

IRVINE. 

Local: from the town of Irvine in Ayrshire, 
which i~ situate on the river Irvine, originally 
Iar avon or west river. The f~lmily are de­
scended from William de Irwin, armour 
bearer to Robert Bruce, who received from 
that king a grant of the forest of Drum, and his 
own arms, when Earl of Carrick, viz: "three 
holly leaves." 

JACK. 

A corruption of John, which signifies God's 
grace. 

JAFFRAY. 

A corruption of Geoffry, which signifies In 
God secure. 

JAMESON. 

The son of James, which signifies He that 
supplants. 
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JARDINE. 

The family are descended from Winfredus 
de Jardin, 1153. 

JEWELL. 

Joy, mirth. 

JOHNSTON. 

Local: from the village of J ohnstoun in Ren­
frewshire. The family are descended from 
Hugo de Johnstone, temp. Alexander II. 

JUSTICE. 

The family bear in their arms a sword in pale 
supporting a balance. 

KAY. 

Vide, Cay. 

KEEN. 

Bold, eager, daring. 

KEITH. 

The family are descended from Robert, chief­
tain of the Catti, who having joined Malcolm 
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II, at the battle of Panbridge, in 1006, was 
instrumental in gaining a great victory 
over the Danes, and slew with his own hand 
Camus, the Danish leader, which King Mal­
colm perceiving he dipped his three fingers in 
Camus's blood and drew three strokes or pales 
on the top of Robert's shield, and these have 
ever since been the arms of his descendants. 
In the year 1010, he was advanced by King 
Malcolm to the hereditary dignity of Marshal 
of Scotland, and rewarded with a Barony in 
Lothian called Keith Marshal, and also with 
the island of Inskeith in gulf of Edinburgh. 

KELLY. 

Local: from the village of Kelly in Renfrew­
shire. 

KELSO. 

Local: from Kelsoland in Ayrshire. The 
family are descended from Hugo de Kelso of 
Kelsoland, 1296. 

KEMP. 

A soldier. 

KENAN. 

White headed. 
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KENNEDY. 

The chief of the clan. Duncan de Carrick 
living in 1153, was father of Nichol de Carrick, 
whose son, Roland de Carrick, temp. Alexander 
III, took the name of Kennedy, and was the 
ancestor of the family. 

KERR. 

A marsh. The family are descended from 
Ralph and Robert Ker of Ker Hall in Lanca­
shire, who were living in Roxburghshire in 
1340, when Robert Ker obtained from David 
II, the lands of Oultoburn, and was ancestor 
of the Kerrs of Cesford. Ralph Ker was the 
founder of the family of Kerr of Ferniherst. 

KILGOUR. 

Local: from the parish of Kilgour in Fife­
shire. 

KINCADE. 

The front of the battIe, from ceann, a head, 
and cad, a battle. 

KINLOCH. 

Local: from the lands of Kinloch lU Fife­
shire. 
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KINNEAR. 

A chieftain. 

KINROSS. 

Local: from the town of Kinross in Kinros­
shire. 

KIPPEN. 

Local: from the village of Kippen in Stirl­
ingshire. 

KIRK. 

A church. 

RIRKALDY. 

Local: from the town of Kirkaldy in Fife­
shire. 

KIRKPATRICK. 

Local: from the parish of Kirkpatrick in 
Dumfriesshire. The family are descended from 
Ivolle Kirkpatrick, temp. David 1. On the 10th 
February, 1306, Robert Bruce, in company with 
Sir Roger de Kirkpatrick and other gentlemen, 
met Red John Oummin in the Grey Friars 
church at Dumfries. A dispute arising between 
them, Bruce stabbed Cummin twice hefore the 
high altar in the church, and rushing out pale 
and frightened, said, Oll being questioned as to 
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the cause of his alarm, "I doubt that I have 
slain the Red Cummin." "Doubtest thou?" 
exclaimed Kirkpatrick, "I make sure," and 
hastening into the church he dispatched the 
wounded Regent with his dagger. In com­
memoration of this action, King Robert con­
ferred on the family for a crest, a hand holding 
a dagger in pale, distilling drops of blood, and 
for a motto: "I make sure." 

KIRKWOOD. 

The wood near the church. 

KNOX. 

A little hill, from cnoc. 

KYLE. 

Local: from the district of Kyle ill Ayrshire. 

LAING. 
Long, tall. 

LAIRD. 

The lord of the manor. 
9 
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LAM. 

Lame. 

LAUDER. 

Local: from the town of Lauder in Berwick­
shire. The family are descended from Robert 
Lauder, a follower of Sir William Wallace. 

LAWRIE. 

Crafty. 

LAW. 

A hill- also an abbreviation of Lawrence. 

LAWRENCE. 

Flourishing. 

LAWSON. 

The son of Law or Lawrence. 

LEES. 

Meadows, fields. 

LEITH. 

Local: from the town of Leith in Edinburgh­
shire. The family are descended from Wil­
liam Leith, temp. David Bruce. 



SCOTTISH SURNAMES. 67 

LENNOX. 

Local; from the district or county of Len­
nox, now Dumbarton. Egrith, a Saxon noble, 
who died in 1064, was the ancestor of Alwin 
Mac Arkyll, who was created Earl of Lennox, 
temp. Malcolm IV, and was the founder of the 
family of Lennox. 

LE~LIE. 

Local: from the Castle of Leslyn in Hun­
gary. The family are descended from Barth­
lomew Leslyn or Leslie, son of Walter de 
Leslyn, a Hungarian noble, who in the year 
1068, came to Scotland in the company of 
Margaret, wife of Malcolm Canmore. In cross­
ing a river swollen by floods, the queen was 
thrown from her horse, and in danger of being 
drowned, when Leslyn plunging into the stream 
seized hold of her girdle, and as he brought 
her with difficulty towards the bank, she fre­
quentlyexclaimed "grip fast," and afterwards 
desired that he should retain the words as his 
motto. He married the sister of Malcolm Can­
more, and was by that monarch made Governor 
of Edinburgh Castle, Lord Leslie and Earl of 
Ross. 

LICKPRIVICK. 

Local: from the Castle of Lickprivick 
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parish of Kilhride, Lanarkshire. The Castle 
was from time immemorial possesRed by the 
family of Lickpriviek of that ilk. The fttmily 
made a considerable figure long before the time 
of Robert Bruce; one of the descendants was 
printer to James VI. To this ancient fhmily 
was granted the heritable title of Sergeantry 
and Coronership in the Lonhihip of Kilbride; 
the charter is dated 1397, anll ,vas renewed hy 
James I, James IV, and James VI. 

LIDDEL. 

Local: from the river Liddel. 

LILLIE. 

The arms of the family are azure, three lilies 
argent, whence probably the name. 

LINDSAY. 

Local: from the manor of Lindsay in Essex. 
The family settled in Scotland, temp. Malcolm 
Canmore. 

LINTON. 

Local: from the parish of Linton III Rox­
burgh shire. 
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LIVINGSTONE. 

Local: from the barony of Livingstone in 
West Lothian. The family are descended from 
Livingus, a Hungarian, who accompanied Mar­
garet, wife of Malcolm Canmore, to Scotland. 

LOCH. 
A lake. 

LOCKHART. 

The name was originally Locard. The 
family are descencled from Sir Simon Locard 
of Lee, in Lanarkshire, who, in 1329, accom­
panied Lord James Douglas with the heart of 
Robert Bruce to Palestine, from this circum­
stance he changed his name to Lockheart, as it 
was formerly spelled, and took for his arms a 
human heart proper, within a padlock sable, 
and for a motto, "Corda serata pando," which 
signifies" Lay open the locked hearts." 

LOGAN. 

An inclosed plain. The family are descend­
ed from Sir Robert Logan, who in 1329, ac­
companied Lord James Douglas with the heart 
of Robert Bruce to Palestine, and thus caused 
th"l addition of a human heart to the armorial 
bearings of his descendants. 
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LORIMER. 

A bridle maker. 

LOUDOUN. 

Local: from the barony of Loudoun in Ayr­
shire. The family are descended from Lam­
brinus, who received a grant of the barony, 
temp. David I, and from which his son James 
took the name of Loudoun. 

LUMSDEN. 

Local: from the lands of Lumsden in Ber­
wickshire. The family are supposed to descend 
from the Stewarts Earls of Angus. 

LYLE. 

An island. The family are descended from 
Radulphus de Insula, temp. William the Con­
queror. 

LYON. 

Originally de Leonne. The family came into 
England with the Conqueror. Sir Roger de 
Lyon settled in Scotland in 1098, where he 
received a grant of lands in Perthshire, which 
he called Glen Lyon. Afterwards John de 
Lyon obtained from DAvid IT a grant of the 
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baronies of Forteviot and Fergundeny in Perth­
shire and Drumgawan in Aberdeenshire; his 
son, Sir John Lyon, was Secretary to Robert 
II, whose youngest daughter, Lady Jane 
Stewart, he married, and was created Lord 
Glamis, made Great Chamberlain, and Lord 
Chancellor of Scotland, and received grants 
of the Thanedom of Glamis in Forfarshire, and 
of the Barony of Kinghorn in Fifeshire, and 
was authorized to surround his arms with a 
double tressure in honor of his alliance with 
the royal family. 

MAOADAM. 

The son of Adam. The family are descend­
ed from Adam Macgregor, grandson of Gregor 
Macgregor, chief of the clan Gregor. 

MAOALISTER. 
The son of Alister or Alexander. The family 

are descended from Alexander Macdonald, son 
of Donald, whose father Reginald, was the son 
of Somerled Thane of Argyll. 

MACALPIN. 

The son of Alpin. The family are descend-
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cd from Kenneth Macalpine, ancestor of the 
Scottish kings. 

MACARTII1JR 

The son of Arthur. The family branched off 
from the Campbells about the time of Alex­
ander III. 

MACAULAY. 

The son of Aula),. The family claim to be 
descended from Anlay, grandson of Aulay, 
brother of Maldowan, Earl of Leunox. 

MACBEAN. 

The son of Bane. 

MACLELLAN. 

The son of Lellan. The family are descend­
from David MacLellan, 1217. 

MACCRAE. 

The son of the king. 

MACDONALD. 

The son of Donald. The family are descend­
ed from Angus MacDonald, son of Donald, 
whose father, Reginald, was the son of Somer­
led, Thane of Argyll. 
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MACDOUGALL. 

The son of Dougall. The family are de­
scended from Dougall, grandson of Somerled 
Thane of Argyll. 

MACDOWELL. 

A corruption of MacDougall. 

MACDUFF. 

The son of -the captain. 'l'he family are de­
scended from Macduff, Earl of Fife, temp. 
Malcolm Canmore. 

MACEWEK. 

The son of Ewen. The family are descended 
from Anradan, son of Gillebride, King of the 
Isles in the twelfth century. 

MACF ARLANE. 

The son of Pharlan. The family are de­
scended from Gilchrist, brother of Maltlowan, 
third Earl of Lennox. 

MACF ARQUHAR. 

A corruption of Farquharson. 

MACGAURIE. 

The son of Gowrie. The family are de-
10 
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scended from Donald Mac Gowrie, a descend­
ant of Gorbredus, the grandson of Alphine 
Ruodh, King of Scotland in 830. 

MACGREGOR. 

The son of Gregor. The family are de­
scended from Kenneth Macalpine, ancestor of 
the Scottish kings. 

MACIVER. 

The son of ber, which signifies a chief or 
leader. 

MACKAY. 

The son of the champion. They claim to be 
descended from Y more, son of Donald of 
Strathnavern, a descendant of Achonacher 
(claimed as an ancestor of the family of 
Forbes), who came from Ireland about the 
end of the twelfth century. 

MACKENZIE. 

The son of Kenneth, which signifies a chief­
tain. The family are desct>nded from Colin Fitz­
gerald, a scion of the Kildare family in Ireland, 
who in 1263 came to Scotland to assist Alex­
ander III against the Danes, and he behaved so 
well at the battle of Largis in Coningham, 
that he was in 1266 rewarded with the Barony 
of Kintail, in which he was succeeded by his 
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son Kenneth, whose descendants were caned 
Mackennie, afterwards varied into MacKenzie. 

MACKINTOSH. 

The son of the first. The family are de­
scended from Shaw, living in 1163, second son 
of Duncan MacDuff, third Earl of Fife. 

MACLACHLAN. 

The son of Lachlan. The family are de­
scended from Gilchrist, grandson of Anradan, 
the son of Gillebride, King of the Isles in the 
twelfth century. 

MACLEAN. 

The son of Gillean. The family are de­
scended from Gillian-ni-Tuiodth, who fought in 
the battle of Largs. 

MACLEOD. 

The son of Leod. The family are descended 
from Malcolm, son of Termod Macleod, temp. 
David II. 

MACMICHAEL. 

The son of Michael, which signifies, Who is 
like God? 
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MAONAB. 

The son of 'Nab, which signifies the top of 
the mountain. 

MACNEIL. 

The son of Neil. The family are descended 
from Auradan, son of Gillebride, King of the 
Isles in the twelfth century. 

MACONOCIIIE. 

Sir Neil Campbell of Lochow married a 
daughter of Sir John Cameron of Lochiel, and 
was father of Duncan Campbell of Inverawe in 
Argyleshire, temp. Davi(l n, whose SOil Dougal 
Campbell, was futher of Duncan Campbell, 
·who was called in Celtic MucDowill Vic COll­
nehie. The surname of MacOonuchie ,vas thus 
adopted by the Iuyerawe fitmily, although the 
cu(ldK 8till llsed that of Camphell. 

MACPHERSON. 

The son of Pherson. The family are de· 
scended fi'om Gille Chattan :More, Chief of 
Clan Chattun, temp. \faleolm Uamnore. 

MAUQ1JEEN. 

The son of Owen. The family are descend­
ed from the Mucdonalds, Lords of' the Isles. 
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Early in the fifteenth century, Roderick Dhu 
Revan Macqueen settled in Invernesshire, where 
he had received from the Earls of Moray a 
grant of the lands of Uorrybrough. 

MACRORIE. 

The son of Roderick. The family are de­
scended from Roderick, grandson of Somerled, 
Thane of Argyll. 

MAITLAND. 

Meadow land. The family are descended 
from Thomas de Matulant, temp. William the 
Lion. 

MAJORIBANKS. 

Margery's banks. The name was given to 
certain lands from their early owner, Margery, 
daughter of Robert Bruce. The family are de­
scended from the Johnstons, whose arms they 
bear. 

MAN. 

A servant, a vassal. The family are descend­
ed from Sir Walter Maign, temp. David Bruce. 

MARR. 

Local: from the district of Mar in Aberdeen­
shire. 
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MATTHISON. 

The son of Matthew. The family are de­
scended from Matthew, son of Kenneth ances­
tor of the Mackenzies. 

MAULE. 

Local: from the town of Maule in France. 
Gauriu de Maule came into England with Wil­
liam the Oonqueror; his descendant, William 
de Maule, settled in Scotland, temp. David I, 
where he received a grant of the lordship of' 
Foulis, in which he was succeeded by his 
nephew, Sir Richard de Maule, who was the 
ancestor of' the Scottish family of' Maule. 

MAXWELL. 

Local: from the lands of Macchuswell, now 
Maxwell, in Dumfriesshire. The family are de­
scended from Herbert de Macchuswell, temp. 
Malcolm IV. 

MAY. 

Good, pleasant. 

MELLIS. 
Sweet. 

MELVILLE. 

Local: from the lands of Melvil in Mid Lo-
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thian. The family are descended from Galfri­
dus de Melville, 1165. 

MENZIES. 

Originally Meyners, and derived from the 
English family of Manners. The Scottish 
branch are descended from Robert de Meyners, 
temp. Alexander TI. 

MILNE. 

A mill. 

MITOHELL. 

Great. 

MOFFAT. 

Local: from the town of Moffat in Dumfries­
shire. The family dates back to the time of 
Sir William Wallace. 

MONCRIEF. 

Local: from the barony of Moncrief in Perth­
shire. The family are descended from Ramerus 
de Moncrief, 1107. 

MONRO. 

The family are descended from George 
Monro of Fowlis, temp. Alexander II. 
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MONTEITH. 

Local: from the district of Monteith. Wal­
ter, son of Walter, Lorll High Steward of Scot­
land, married the deHcenclullt of one of the 
old Earls of Monteith, au!l became Earl of 
Monteith in 1263; his SOIlS Alexander, Earl of 
Monteith and Sir John Monteith, were the an­
cestors of the family. 

MONT<!tOMERY. 

The name is of Norman origin. Roger de 
Montgomerie came into England with William 
the Conqueror; his Hon Philip de Montgomerie, 
who settled in Scotland, where he received a 
grant of the lalHls of Eaglesham in Reuft'ew­
shire and died in 1140, was the ancestor of the 
Scottish family of Montgomery. 

MOORE. 
Great, tall. 

MORAY. 
Vide, Murray. 

MORTIMER. 

The name is of Norman origin. The Scottish 
branch of the family arc descended from Alanus 
de Mortimer, who in 1126, acquil'l·d the barony 
of AberdoUl' by marriage with the daughter and 
heiretls of J olm de Vipont. 
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MORTON. 

Local: from the parish of Morton in Dum­
friesshire. 

MOWAT. 

Originally De Monte Alto. The family are 
descended from Michael De Monto Alto, 1252. 

MURE. 

The family is of common orrgm with the 
Moors of Kent, and also with the great Irish 
house of Moor. The name has been written 
Moore, Moor, More, Muir, and Mure. The 
Scottish branch of the family are descended 
from Sir Reginald Mure, Chamberlain of Scot­
land in 1329. 

MURRAY. 

A warlike tribe called the Moravii came at 
an early day from Germany to Scotland, and 
gave their name to the district now called 
Moray or Murray. The family name was ori­
ginally de Moravia, and they are descended 
from Friskinus de Moravia, temp. David II. 

MUTERER. 

A collector of mill toll. 
11 
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NAIRNE. 

Local: from the borough of Nairne in N airn­
shire. The family are descended from Michael 
de Nairn, 1400. 

NAPIER. 

King David II, in his wars with the English, 
about the year 1344, convocating his subjects to 
battle, the Earl of Lennox sent his second son, 
Donald, with such forces as his duty obliged 
him; and coming to an engagement where the 
Scots gave way, this Donald taking his father's 
standard from the bearer, and valiantly charg­
ing the enemy with the Lennox men, the for­
tune of the battle changed, and the Scots 
obtained the victory. After the battle, the 
king declared that they had all done valiantly, 
but that there was one among them who had 
na pier, no equal; he then granted to Donald 
the lands of Gosfield in Fifeshire, and bade 
him assume the name of Napier. 

NASMYTH. 

A nail maker - they bear two broken ham­
mers in their arms. 

NEIL. 

Dark complexion. 
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NEILSON. 

The son of Neil. 

NESS. 

A promontory. 

NEWTON. 

Local: From Newton in Haddingtonshire. 
The family were seated there in 1377; Sir Isaac 
Newton derived his descent from them. 

NISBET. 

Local: from the lands of Nisbet in Berwick­
shire. The family are descended from Philip 
de N esbyth, temp. David I. 

OGILVY. 

Local: from the Barony of Ogilvy in For­
farshire. The family are descended from Gil­
bert, brother of Gilchrist, Earl of Angus, who 
obtained from William the Lion a grant of the 
Barony of Ogilvy. 

OGLE. 

Local: from the Ogle Castle in Northumber-
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land. The family are descended from Robert 
Ogle of Ogle, temp. Edward III. 

OLIPHANT. 

An elephant - they bear two elephants ram­
pant for supporters, whence probably the name. 
The family are descended from Sir Walter 
Oliphant, who married Elizabeth, daughter of' 
Robert Bruce. 

OLIVER. 
Peace. 

ORCHARD. 

A collection of fruit trees. 

ORD. 
Point, edge. 

ORME. 
An elm tree. 

ORR. 

Local: from the village of Orr In Kircud­
brightshire. 

OSWALD. 
A steward. 

PATERSON. 

The son of Patrick. 
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PATRICK. 

A senator. The family are descended from 
John Patrick, 1459. 

PATTISON. 

A corruption of Paterson. 

PAUL. 
Little, small. 

PEACOCK. 

A name given from fondness for display­
they bear three peacocks in their pride, in 
their arms. 

PEARSON. 

The son of Pierre. 

PEEBLES. 

Local: from Peebles in Peebleshire. 

PETER. 
A rock. 

PETERSON. 

The son of Peter. 

PITCAIRN. 

Local: from the lands of Pitcairn in Perth-
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shire. The family are descended from J ohan­
nes de Pitcairn, 1250. 

POLLOCK. 

Local: from the parish of Pollock in Ren­
frewshire. The family are descended from 
Petrus Pollok, temp. Malcolm IV. 

PORTERFIELD. 

Local: from the villa!.!,e of Porterfield in 
Renfrewshire. The family are descended from 
John de Porter, 1262. 

PRESTON. 

Local: from the town of Preston in Hadding­
tonshire. The family are descended from Leol­
phus de Preston, 1165. 

PRIMROSE. 

Local: from the lands of Primrose in Fife­
shire. 

PRINGLE. 

A pilgrim. The family are descended from 
William Pringle of Whitton, 1492 -they bear 
in their arms the escallop shells or badges of 
pilgrims to the Holy Land. 
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QUIN. 
White. 

RALSTON. 

Local: from the lands of Ralston in Ren­
frewshire. The family are descended from 
Ralph, son of Macduft; Thane of Fife, who 
obtained a grant of lands in Renfrewshire, 
which he called Ralphstoun, corrupted to 
Ralston. The Ralstons of that ilk are men­
tioned in charters as far back as 1272 and 
1346; and early in the fifteenth century John 
de Ralstoune or Ralphstoun was Lord High 
Treasurer and Bishop of Dunkeld. 

RAMSAY. 

Local: from the village of Ramsay in Hunt­
ingdonshire. The Scottish branch of the fami­
ly are descended from Simon de Ramsay of 
Dalhousie in Edinburghshire, temp. David r. 
The Abbot of Ramsay bore on his seal a ram 
in the sea, with this verse: "(,ujus signa quo 
dux greg is ut ego;" He whose signs I bear is 
leader of the flock, as I am. 
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RANDOLPH. 

Fair help, from ran, fair, and ulph, help. Sir 
Thomas Randolph was created Earl of Mnrray 
in 1313. 

RATTRAY. 

Local: from the barony of Rattray in Perth­
shire. The family are descended from Alanus 
de Raterift; temp. William the Lion. 

REID. 

Red. 

RIDELL. 

Local: from the lands of Ridell in Roxburgh­
shire. The family are descended from Oscitel 
de Ridel, 1090. 

RIG. 

Rich, wealthy. 

RITCHIE. 

A contraction of Richard, \vhich signifies of 
a generous disposition. 

ROBERTSON. 

The son of Robert. The family are descend­
ed from the ancient Earls of Athol, who were 
derived from Duncan, king of Scotland, son of 
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Malcolm Canmore. The name was assumed 
by Alexander, son of that Robert who arrested 
the murderers of James I, and for which act 
J ames II granted him for a crest a hand sup­
porting a regal crown. 

ROGER. 

Peace. 

ROLLO. 

The family are descended Richard de Rollo, 
son of Richard, Duke of Normandy, and brother 
of William the Conqueror, who settled in Perth­
shire, temp. David I. 

ROSS. 

Local: from the district of Ross. Robert de 
Ross married Isabel, daughter of vVilliam the 
Lion. Sir John Ross was created Lord Ross in 
1489. 

ROY. 

Red haired. 

RUTHERFORD. 

Local: from the lands of Rutherford in Rox­
burghshire. The family are descended from 
Sir Richard de Ruthirfurde, 1390. 

12 
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RUTHVEN. 

Local: from the Barony of Ruthven, in Perth­
shire. The family are descended from Swanus 
de Ruthven, temp. William the Lion. 

SANDERS. 

A contraction of Alexander. 

SANDILANDS. 

Local: from the barony of Sandilands in 
Lanarkshire. The family are descended from 
Sir James Sandilands, temp. David Bruce. 

SCOTT. 

A native of Scotland. Skat, signifies a dart. 
The family are descended from U chtredus Scot, 
1128. 

SCRYMGEOUR. 

A skirmisher. The family are descended 
from Sir Alexander Carron, temp. Alexander I, 
who received the name of Scrymgeour, on ac­
count of his activity. 

SEMPLE. 

A contraction of St. Paul. The family are 
descended from Robert Semple of Ellerston in 
Renfrewshire, 1250. 
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SETON. 

Local: from the lands of Seton in Hadding­
tonshire. The family are descended from Dow­
gal Seaton, temp. Malcolm Canmore - their 
ancient war cry and motto was" Set on." 

SHAW. 

A thicket, a grove. The Highland family of 
Shaw is a branch of the clan Mackintosh. 

SIBBALD. 

The family are descended from "Dominus 
Sybaldus, Miles de Mearnis," temp. William 
the Lion; his posterity, "Walterus filius Sy­
baldi," Mathreus Sybald, and others are fre­
quently mentioned as witnesses to the Royal 
Charters. The motto of the family is "Sae 
bauld." 

SIM. 

Vide, Syme. 

SIMSON. 

The son of Sim, or Simon. Some of the 
families of Simson are descended from the 
Frazers. 

SINCLAIR. 

A corruption of St. Clare. The family are 
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descended from Walderness Compte de Saint 
Clare, who came into England with William 
the Conqueror; his son, William de Sancto 
Claro, settled in Scotland, where he obtained 
from Alexander I, a grant of the Barony of 
Roslyn. 

SKENE. 

Some deriye their names as well as their 
arms from some consiclorable action, and thus a 
son of Struan Robertson, for killing a wolf in 
Stocket forest in Athole, in the king's presence, 
with a dirk, receivocl the name of Skene, which 
signifies a dirk, and three dirks points in pale, 
for his arms. 

SMITH. 

A worker in metals. The name is written 
Smyth, and Smythe. Some of the families of 
Smith are descended from Neil Cromb, third 
son of Murdoch, Chief of Clan Chattan, temp. 
William the Lion. 

SNODGRASS. 

Trimmed or smooth grass. 

SOMERVILLE. 

The family are descended from Sir Walter de 
Somerville, who came into England with Wil-



SCOTTISH SURNAMES. 93 

liam the Conqueror; his son, William de So­
merville, settled in Scotland. 

SPENS. 

The family are descended from William de 
Spens of Lathallan in Fifeshire, 1392, who 
married Isabel, daughter and heiress of Duncan 
Campbell of Glen Douglas, in commemoration 
of which the family quarter the Campbell arms 
of gyronny of eight or and sable. 

SPIT TAL. 

An hospital. 

SPOTTISWOODE. 

Local: from the Barony of Spottiswoode in 
Berwickshire. The family are descended from 
Robert de Spottiswoode, temp. Alexander III. 

STEIN. 

Local: from the town of Stein in the Isle of 
Skye. 

STEPHEN. 

Honor. 

STEWART. 

Banquo, Thane of Lochabyr, was Steward 
to Duncan I; the descendants of his grandson, 
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Walter, who was created by Malcolm Canmore, 
Lord High Steward of Scotland, assumed tho 
surname of Stewart or Stuart. 

STIRLING. 

Local: from the town of' Stirling in Stirling­
shire. Sir John Stirling of Glorat, was armor 
bearer to James I. 

STOTT. 
A young ox. 

STRACHAN. 

Local: from the parish of Strachan in Kin­
cardineshire. The family are descended from 
Walderus de Strathecan, 1165. 

STUART. 
Vide, Stewart. 

SUTHERLAND. 

Local: from the county of Sutherland. The 
family are descended from Allan, Thane of 
Sutherland, temp. Malcolm Canmore. 

SWINTON. 

Local: from the Barony of Swinton in Ber­
wickshire. The family are descended from 
Edulph de Swinton, 1060. 
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SYME. 

The son of Symon, or Simon. The Gaelic 
words sema and syma, signifY a peacemaker. 
The word syme or sime, in old Norman French, 
signifies sixth. The first of the name found 
on record is Syme of Spalding, also called 
Peter Spalding, who married a cousin of the 
Earl of Dunbar, and was a Burgess and also 
Governor of Berwick, which town he delivered 
by stratagem from the English to the Scotch in 
1318. 

SYMINGTON. 

Local: from the parish of Symington in Ayr­
shire. Originally called Symonstoun, from 
Simon Lockhart, who held the lands under 
Walter the first Steward. 

TArT. 

Pleasure, delight. 

TAWSE. 

Straps for whipping. 

THOMSON. 

The son of Thomas, which signifies a twin. 
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TRAIL. 
To drag. 

TROTTER. 

A rambler. John Trotter was outlawed, 
temp. Robert II. 

TURNBULL. 

The first of this family is said to haye been 
a strong man named RueI, who turned a wild 
bull by the head, which had yiolently ran 
against Robert Bruce in Stirling Park; for 
which act he reeeived from that king the lands 
of Bedrule, and the name of Turnbun. lIe 
is called in the charter" "\Villielmo dicto Turn­
bulL" At the battle of IIalidonhill, this Ruel 
advanced before the Scotch army with a great 
dog, and challenged any of the Ellgli~h to fight 
with him a combat. Sir Robert Venal, a Nor­
folk man, fought and killed him and his dog 
too. The descendants of Ruel bore a bull's 
head in their arms (modernly tInee bull's 
heads), in allusion to the feat from which their 
name originated. 

TYTLER. 

In the year 1515, Lord Seton, having slain a 
gentleman named Gray in a duel, changed his 
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name to Tytler and fled to France. His two 
sons returned with Queen Mary to Scotland in 
1561, and settled in Aberdeenshire. 

URQUHART. 

Local: from the castle of Urquhart, in the 
parish of Urquhart, Elginshire. The family 
are descended from Gallerouch U rchard, temp. 
Alexander II. William U rchard of Oromarty 
was heritable Sheriff of that shire, temp. Robert 
Bruce. 

VAOH. 

A cow-they bear three cow's heads sable, 
in their arms. 

VERE. 

Originally Weir or Were - a fish dam. The 
family are descended from Rotaldus Were of 
Blackwood in Lanarkshire, 1404. 

VIPO:NT. 

The family are of Norman origin, the Scottish 
branch being descended from William de 
Veteri Ponte, 1165. The name has been cor­
rupted to Wepont. 

13 
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WALKER. 

An inspector of a forest. 

WALLACE. 

The family are descended from Eimurus 
GaUeins, whose son Richard Walense was 
living in the time of Walter the first Steward, 
and was father of Henry Waleys, whose son 
was Adam \Yallace of Riccarton, 1158. 

WARRENDER. 

Originally de \Yarren. The family are de­
sceIllled from Robert de V{ arren, who settled 
in East Lothian from Yorkshire. 

WATSON. 

The son of Walter, which signifies the lord 
of the wood - from wald, a wood, and herr, 
a master. 

WEDDERBURN. 

Local: from the lands of Wedderburn 1Il 

Berwickshire. 

\VELLWOOD. 

Founded by Velvud, a Danish courtier, who 
escorted Anne, Queen to James VI, to Scotland, 
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and received from her a grant of the lands of 
Touch, and the following armorial bearings, 
argent, out of a well gules, an oak tree grow­
ing, vert. 

WEMYSS. 

Local: from the town of Wemyss in Fife­
shire. The family are descended from John, 
son of Macduff, Thane of Fife, who assumed 
the name from his lands. 

WHITEHEAD. 

Gray haired. 

WILSON. 

The son of William. The family are said to 
be descended from a Prince of Denmark, and 
were established at a very remote period in the 
Orkney islands, intermarrying with the clans 
of Monro, and others. After a long continu­
ance in the north, alliances taki.ng place with 
some of the principal Lowland families, the 
Wilsons moved southward. Motto:" Wil sone 
will." 

WINTON. 

Local: from Winton in Haddingtonshirc. 

WISHART. 

The family are of ancient date in Forfarshire, 
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and are descended from Robert, a uatural son 
of David, Earl of Huntingdon, who having 
gone on a crusade to the Holy Land, was called 
Guishart, on account of the slaughter he made 
of the Saracens. Adam Wishart of Logie, waB 
living in 1272. 

WOOD. 

Originally de Bosco - they bear an oak tree 
in their arms. 

YETTS. 

A gate, a way, a passage - they bear three 
portcullises gules, in their arms. 

YOUNG. 

A name given on account of age. 

YULE. 

Christmas. The name was probably first 
given to one born at that time. 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

ALLARDICE. 

Local: from Allardice, originally Alrethes, 
in Rincardineshire. The family were seated 
there, temp. William the Lion. 

AYTOUN. 

Local: from the parish of Aytoun in Ber­
wickshire. 

BAIRD. 

See p. 16. An old prophecy of Sir Thomas 
Learmont, called Thomas the Rymer, says: 
"there shall be an eagle in the craig while 
there is a Baird in Auchmedden." 

14 
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BALDERSTON. 

Local: from Balderston in Linlithgow"hire. 

BARCLAY. 

See p. 18, line 3, for CUlce8tl!I' read ancestor. 

BER'l'RAM. 

Fair and pure. 

BOYLE. 

Probably originally Boyville, from Douville, 
a parish ncar H,OUCII, France. The Scotti"h 
family are dest:cJJ(1cd tJ.'OIll Richard Boyle of 
KeIbuI'll in Ayrshire, temlJ. Alexander III. 

BRECHIN. 

Local: from the town of Brechin in Forfar­
shire. Henry Brechill wai'l created Lord Bre­
chin by David I. 

BRICE. 

Descended from Rev. Edwarrl Bruce, a 
younger Ron of the Laird of Airth, who ~et­

tling in Ireland early in the seventeenth cen­
tury, changed his name to Bryce, since altered 
to Brice. 
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BRISBANE. 

See p. 22. William Brisbane was Chancel­
lor of Scotland in.1332. 

BROWN. 

See p. 22. The family claim descent from 
the Royal family of France, and boar for their 
arms, gu., three fl8ur de lis or. 

CARLYLE. 

Local: from the city of Carlisle in Cumber­
land. Hildred de Karleolo, temp. William I, 
was owner of lands in Cumberland, on which 
the city of Oarlisle now stands. His descend­
ant, Adam de Karleolo, accompanied William 
de Bruce, Lord of Annandale, to Scotland, in 
1170, and received from him a grant of the 
lands of Kynemound in Dumfriesshire; and 
was the ancestor of the Scottish branch of the 
family. 

OHISHOLM. 

Descended from Harald Chisholm, Thane of 
Orkney, Caithness and Shetland, temp. Wil­
liaIn the Lion. He was a sciOli of the Royal 
stock of Norway, and married the daughter of 
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Macherl, Earl of Athol, the lw4 malt- descend­
aut of Donal<l Ball, King uf t-)C'otland. The 
clan al'e ealled ill the North, An Siotialach. 

OLEGHORN. 

Local: from Cleghorn in Lauarkshire. 

ORAMON"D. 

Loeal: from the yillage of OralllOIlll in Erlin­
bnrghshire. 'Villiulll de Cralllond itl de;.;igned 
"Clericlls de 'Vanleroba Domini Regi,;" 1Il a 
charter of John de Strathem, 1278. 

DUMBRECK. 

Local: from the Castle of Dumbl'ake III 

Aberdeeutlhire. 

See p.41. 
to Alexander 
Athol. 

DURWAnD. 

Alanlls DUl'ward was <1001' ward 
II, who created 11illl Earl of 

HAL YBUI{TON. 

See p . .')1. Sir 'Val tel' IIalyburtol1 \Vatl cre­
ated Lord Halyl)nrton in 1440. 
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HERRIES. 

Local: from Heries in Normandy. The 
family are descended from that of Heriz, Lords 
of Wiverton in Korthamptonshire, and were 
settled in Scotland in the twelfth century­
Sir Herbert Herries was created Lord Herries 
in 1439. 

LAMOND. 

Originally MacLaman; descended from Lau­
manus filius Malcolmi, in the thirteenth cen­
tury. 

LOVAT. 

Local: from the village of Lovat III Inver­
nesshire. 

MAOOUITHBERT. 

The son of the Arch Druid. 

MAOINTYRE. 

The son of the carpenter. 

MAOKELLAR. 

The son of the steward. 
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MACLAURIN. 

Tho flon of Lawrence. 

MACTAGGAH'l'. 

Tho :'Inn of the priest. 

~fONYrENNY. 

In 1211, Thollla" Prior of St. Andrews, gave 
"Ricardo ilIolJipillii, tUllUlll de Putmullin qnam 
Mulisius tenuit," In 12~)G, John de Mony­
peully swore fealty to Edward 1. In 1385, 
John (le MOllypenny was Alllbas:,,:ulor from the 
Pope amI French King, to flolieit E{lwanl III 
011 behalf of the Seot,,; and 22(1 ,January in 
that year he obtaillC'(l a safe conduct to pass 
into D('otlan<l. Sir vVillimn MOll,Ypunll'y 1Ytl>4 

cl'C'ated Lo]'(] Monypenny in 14fiO. 

MORLAND. 

Local: from tho parish of Morland in VV Ci'lt­

moreland. 

MUIRHEAD. 

The head of the }Ioor. 
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NICOL. 

Descended from Mackrycul, Lord of Assint 
in Sutherlandshire in the twelfth century. 

NIMMO. 

Local: from the lands of Nimmo in Stirling­
shire. 

PARDON. 

Local: from the village of Parton III Uum­
berland. 

PETERKIN. 

Little Peter. 

PRIMROSE. 

See p. 86. The family bear three primroses 
or, in their arms; and for a crest, a demi lion 
gu., holding a primrose or. 

STRAITON. 

Local: from the parish of Straiton III Ayr­
shire. 
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STROTHER. 

A man of discernment. 

WHITEFORD. 

Local: from the lands of \Vhitefor<l in Ron 
frowshire. The htmily are (loscel1l1eu fl'OIll 

\Valter 110 \Yhitcfol'(l, ,,,lio obtai lied a, grallt of 
the lands from Alexander III, in rewaru for his 
courage at the battle \If Largo;. 



DERIVATION 

OF SOME OF THE 

PRINCIP AL CHRISTIAN NAMES. 

AARON - A mountaineer. 
ABEL-Vanity. 
ABRAHAl\l- The father of a great multitude. 
ADAM- Man, earthly, red. 
ADOLPHUS - Happy help. 
}ENEAS - Laudable. 
ALBERT - Famous. 
ALEXANDER -A benefactor. 
ALFRED -All peace. 
ALISTER - The same as Alexander. 
ALLAN - Fair, handsome. 
ALWIN -All victorious. 
AMBROSE - Immortal. 
A;\fOs-Weighty. 
ANDREW-A brave man. 
ANGUs-Noble valor. 

15 
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ANTHONY - Beautiful. 

AlwnlBAuJ - Puwerful, buld. 

ARNOLD - JIune~t. 

ARTHUR -A strong man. 

AlTBR},Y -Always rieh. 

AUG USTU8 - Noble, royal. 

AULAy-A rock. 

AUSTIN - Henowned. 

ADA - Happines~. 

Am:LAIDE - N uhle. 

Am:LINE - The same as Adelaide. 

AllATHA - Good. 
AIlNE8 - Uhabte. 

ALICE -1'he ~ame as Adelaide. 

AMY - Beloved. 

A:S-NE - Gracious. 

ARABELLA -A fair altar. 

BAT,DWTN -1'he speedy conqueror. 

BAN E - 'White, fhir, pale. 

BANQuo-A white dog. 

BARDUJ,PH - Fair help. 
BARTHOLOMEW -A son that ~uspcnd~ the waters. 

BA:';IL - Hoyal, kingly. 

BENEDICT - I~leRsed. 

J3t;NJA;\rDI- The ~I)n of the right hand. 

B t;,,~n;T - The same as Benedict. 

BERNARD -( 'hihl-like. 



CHRISTIAN NAMES. 

BERTRAM - Fair and pure. 
BOTOLPn-A sailor. 
BRIAN - Nobly descended. 

BARBARA-A barbarian. 
BEATRICE- Blessed, happy. 
BERTHA - Bright and famous. 

BLANCHE -White, fair. 
BRIDGET -A hostage. 

CAMUS -A harbor. 
CARADOX - Dearly beloved. 
CRARJ.ES - Courageous. 
CHRISTIAN -A Christian. 
CHRISTOPHER - Christ's carrier. 
CLARENCE - Clear, bright. 
CLAUDE -A weeping voice. 
CLEMENT - Gentle, kind. 
COLIN -A darling. 
CO;-IRAD -Able counsel. 
CRINAl;-A mournful tune. 

111 

CUTHm:RT - Famous, bright, of clear skill or know­
ledge. 

CAROLINE - The feminine of Charles. 
CATHARINE - Pure, chaste. 
CECIUA - Grey-eyed. 
CHARLOTTE - The feminine of Charles. 
CHRISTINE - The feminine of Christian. 
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CLARA - Clear, bright. 

CLAUDIA - The feminine of Claude. 

CLK\IENTINE - The feminine of Clement. 

CONSTANCE - Constant, firm. 

DANIEL - The judgment of' God. 
DA VLD - Beloved. 

DENIS - Holy minded. 

DONALD -A great chief. 

Do GOALI, - The black stranger. 

DUNCAN - The chieftain'~ c~tle. 

DUNSTA'" -A stony hill. 

DEBORAH -A bee. 

DELIA - Conspicuous. 

DIANA - Jove's daughter. 

DORr:AS - A doc. 

j1jDGAR - Happy, blessed. 

EDMUND - Blessed peace. 

EDliLPH - The same as Adolphus. 

EDWARD-Good nature. 

EDWIN - Blessed conqueror. 

EGBERT -Always famous. 

ENOS - Mortal. 

ENRIQUE - The same as Henry. 

ERNEST - Earnest. 

ETHAN .... - Strength. 

ETHELARD - N able disposition. 
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ETHELBERT - Nobly renowned. 
ETHELSTAN -Most noble. 
ETHELWARD-Noble keeper. 
ETHELWOLD - Noble governor. 
ETHELwoLF-Noble helper. 
EUGENE - Nobly born. 
EUSTACE - Resolute. 

EVERARD - Always honored. 

EDITH - Happiness. 
ELEANOR - Compassionate. 
ELIZABJ;TH - The oath of God. 
EI,SIE - The same as Alice. 

EMILY - The same as ]~mmeline. 
E:\f:\IA - Industrious. 
EMMELIN}; - Little Emma. 
ESTHER - Secret. 

ETHEL-Noble. 

EUUK''lJA - The feminine of Eugene. 
EVA - Life-giving. 

FARQUHAR-An honest man. 
FELIX - Happy. 
FERDINAND - Pure peace. 
FERGUS -A brave chieftain. 
FRANCIS - Free. 
FREDERICK - Rich peace. 
FULBERT - Full-bright. 
FULK}; - Beloved of the people. 
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FA:'oINY -A corruption of FranceI'.!. 

FELICIA -The feminine of Felix. 

BLoRE~n~ - Flourishing. 

FRANCES -The feminine of' Francis. 

GABRIEL -A man of God. 

GElIFFREY- Tn God Hccure. 

GEoRnE -A hUHbandman. 

GERARD-Natural. 

Gf~1t V Ai-! - Rteadfast. 

GlFFOIW - Liheral. 

G I LllEltT - Bright pleuge. 
liJ LCHltlHT -The Hel'Vant uf (!hrist. 

GILEH - .\ companion. 

GJLT.EA:'oI-A servant. 

(il LLEBR]])E -The ~ervant of St. J3ri<lget. 

Gel )!lARD - Good naturel!. 

GOilFIlEY - Godly. 

(h)J)FIU !lUI' - The Hame as (}odfrey. 

GODW[:" - ('onverted to Gud. 

GOI'J'AT1UCK - ('I)unt Patrick. 

GREfHHt -A herd~man. 
GREOOR Y -Watchful. 

GU.\JRt~ - The salllc as Godfrey. 
GUY -A leader. 

GEOROLlNA - The fcminine of George. 

GERTRUDE -Amiable. 

GILLIAN - The feminine of .r ulius. 



CHRISTIAN NAMES. 

GRACE - Graceful. 

GRISHILD - Grey lady. 
HARALD - Leader of the army. 

HECTOR -A defender. 

HENRY -A rich lord. 
HEX GIST -A horseman. 
HERBERT -A good soldier. 

HILDEBERT -A famous lord. 
HORACE - Of good eyesight. 

HUBER'r - Bright color. 
HUGH-Exalted. 
HUMPHREDl:S-The same as Humphrey. 

HUMPHREY - House peace. 

HAN-"AH - Merciful. 
HARRIET - The feminine of Henry. 
HELEN - Compassionate. 

HENRU;TTA - The feminine of Henry. 

HONORA - Honorable. 

INGRAHA:\1 - Pure as an angel. 
ISAAC - Laughter. 

IVER-A chief. 

IDA - The same as Edith. 
ISABELLA - Olive complexioned. 

J ACOE - He that supplant~. 

JAMES - The sume as Jacob. 
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JASPER - Precious. 
JERIOUAH - The grandeur of the Lord. 
JERO:\IE - The same a8 Jeremiah . 
• J OB - He that weeps. 

JOEL - One that commands. 
JOHN-Gud's grace. 
JONAS-A duve. 

,JoNATtL\N - The ~ame a~ .John . 
• Jm;c'ELYN -A diminutive of .J u~till. 
JOSEPH -lncrea",. 

JUSIIl'A-The .saviuur . 

• Jo,,-IAU - The fire of the Lora . 
• JULIU:-; - Buft hairell. 
J t:STIN -.J u~t . 

• l.\NE-The feminine of .John. 

JANET - Little .J ane. 
JE:\[1\L\- Ibmlsome. 

JObEPIlINJo; -The feminine uf .Joseph. 

JCVll'H - Prai~ing . 
• J ULIA - The feminine of Julius. 

KENARD - Kind-hearte<.l. 
KE.'IHEL,\l-A defender of hi~ family. 

KENN ET,,!! -."" chieftain. 

KATHARINE - Pure, chaste. 
KA'l'HLE};N - Little <.larling. 
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LAMBERT - A beautiful lamb. 
LA WR}~NCE - Flourishing. 
LEGER - Swift, nimble. 
LE:\IUEL-God is with th, 1 

LEOD -A wounder. 
LEOFSTAN -Most belov.;'~, 

LEOFWIN -Win love, 
LEONARD - Liun-like 
LEOI'OLD -A defender of tile people, 
LEWIS - The safeguard of the people. 
LIO:'<EL-A little lion. 
L uc.\S - I,uminou~, 

LUCIUS - Light. 
LUTHER - Furtune and honor. 

LAURA - The feminine of Lawrence, 

LETITIA -l\lirth. 

LOUISA - The feminine of Lewi~. 
LUCRE'l'IA -A good housewife. 
J.UCY - Bright. 

MALCOI,l\[ -The servant of Columba. 
MARK - Shining. 
MARl\1ADUK}~ - Mighty. 
~IARTIN -Warlike. 
MATTHEW - The gift of God. 
M A URlc}~ -A warrior. 
ThhCIIAEL -Who is like God? 
MnEs -A corruption of Michael. 
i\lmn:~ -lJrawn furth. 

IG 
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MABEL-Amiable. 
~IAlIELDIE - The same as Alleline. 
MACwALEN - }rnjc~tical. 

MAIWARI·.T - l'rccion~. 

MARIA-Thc ~aJlle as :Uary. 

MARION - Thc same as Mary. 
MARTITA - Bitter. 

MARY - Exalted. 
MAT1LII_\ -~\ noblc lady. 
}IAun -.\ corruptiull of i\fatiltla. 
}I ELI CENT - Swcct. 

MlJUA:\1 -Affliction. 

N.\THAN -Uiven. 
NATHA:'>IEL-Thc gift Ill' t}O(1. 

}f ~;II, - Dark eUllll'lexioll. 
~ICIHlLAS -Victorious. 

NltlEL-Swartl,y 
Nil J<:L - ('hristmas. 
i\()IDIAN -~\ native of Normanuy. 

~ ANCY -A corruption of' ;\1111. 

NA:'<INETTE - Little .\l1ne. 

OLIVER - Peace. 
(J"IlER.:-I -~\n aduptell chilu. 
()f'BF.RT - nOlllcstic Lrightne,~. 

(),.DlU:-;Il-Ilousc peal·c. 

O"WALll -_\ stcward. 
()Wt~.:-I - The g<l()(l (If!'~prin.~. 
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OLIVIA - The feminine of Oliver. 

PATRICK-A senator. 
PAUL- Little, small. 
PETER-A rock. 
PHARLAN - The same as Bartholomew. 
PHERSON -A parson. 
PHILEBERT -Very famous. 
PHILEMON - Loving. 
PHILIP -A lover of horses. 

PAULINE - The feminine of Paul. 
PHILLIPA - The feminine of Philip. 
PH<EBE - Radiant. 
PRISCILLA -An ancient dame. 

QUINTIN - The fifth born. 

RADULPUS - The same as Ralph. 
RALPH - A coun3ellor. 
RANDAL - The same as Randolph. 
RANDOLPH - Fair help. 
RANULPH-The same as Randolph. 
RAYMOND-Pure mouth. 
REGINALD - King-like. 
REY NARD - Incorru pt. 
REYNOLD - Pure love. 
RICHARD - Of a generous disposition. 
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ROBERT - Famous in council. 

l{nI>ERH'K - Hich in counsel. 

Ro, iER - Peace. 

ROLA;o.;l)-('"un~el for the land. 

RUEL - (jnJ'~ Hhepherd. 

HUFUH - Hed. 
HUPERT - The same a~ Hobert. 

RACHEL -A sheep. 
RF.BECCA - Fat. 

REGINA - Wueen-like. 

HUOHA -A rORe. 
HOBALIE - Fair as a rose. 

ROSALTNTl- The same as Rosalie. 

HObAi\IONTl - R()sy lips. 
ROWF.NA -Acquired peace. 

RnTH - :-\atisfied. 

i"lA:\llU, -A prophet. 

SEHABTIAN - :\Iajestical. 

f-\WEllEH'l' - Yicturious fame. 

SI«IS~Ili NIl - Yietori(lu8 peace. 

KIl\ION - Hearing. 

::-ITEPHE:\ - Ilullor. 

SWI'l'IlfN -V cry high. 

SYLVESTER -A woodman. 

SARAH - Mistress. 

SOPHIA -WiHdom. 

SYIlIL - God'" counsel. 



CHRISTIAN NAMES. 

THEOBALD - Bold over the people. 
THEODORE - The gift of God. 
THEODORIC -ltich in people. 
THOMAS -A twin. 
TrMOTHY - One who honors God. 
TOBIAS - The g-oodness of God. 
TRISTRAM - Sad. 

THEODOSIA - The feminine of Theodore. 

UMPHRED - The same as Humphrey. 
UTHRED - High counsel. 

URSULA-A little bear. 

VALENTINE - Brave. 
VICTOR-A conqueror. 
VINCENT -Victorious. 

VIOLA - Pretty and modest. 
VIRGINIA -Maidenly. 

W ALDEN -A wood. 
WALTER - The lord of the wood. 
WIBERT - Holy and bright. 
WILDRED-Great fear. 
'WILFRED -Much peace. 
,VILLIA1I1 -A defence of many. 
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\YnIl:ND - ~acrecl peace. 
\YOLSTAN -- Cumely. 
\YLI,PIlER -A helper. 

\VILHEL.mNA - The feminine of William. 
\YINIFREIl - Get peaee. 

ZACHARIAH - The memory of' the Lorcl. 
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