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Preface 

I hi~ d1c1io1rnry is presented as an additional help to anyone confronted with a ' diffi-

1 1111 ' symbol or image; it supplies associations which have been evoked by certain 

"11111,, signs, etc. in Western civilization in the past, and which may float to the surface 

•}111111 lomorrow ; fo r however ' daringly new' a modern use of imagery may look, it 

111•111'1111ly appears to have roots in what has been said and done in the past. 

No tine distinctions have been made between symbols(in the limited sense), allegories, 

1111•1,1plwrs, signs, types, images, etc. (not to mention 'ascending' and 'descending' 

~v111hol s) , since such subtle distinctions, however sensible from a scientific point of 
vh•w, arc useless to a person struggling with the de1q>er comprehension (and thus 

11pp1cclalion) of a particular 'symbol'. 

1 llis hook can never be a substitute for the close study of difficult imagery ; nothing 

11111, 1t only hopes to supply some background information from fields which are not 

11111' 's immediate specialty, in order to prevent too limited an approach W imagery {by 
Nhowlng the ambiguity of many symbols) , to carry part of what may look like the 

' h111dcn of heritage', and thus to leave greater leisure for concentration on the particu-
1111 use of the ' image or symbol under scrutiny. Anyone not versed in quaint and 

1 urious but forgotten lore will have difficulty in connecting a weasel or a panther with 

( 'h list, and wisdom or time with a baboon. 

I he material chosen has been restricted to Western civilization merely for the sake of 

1· xpcd iency: however tantalizing the Chinese use of the symbol 'tiger' may be to 

anyone interested in symbolism , it has had no noticeable influence on our imagery, 

and is not likely to have any in the n_ear future. Objections may be raised that this 

hook does not approach symbols reverentially enough. This numinous aura is given to 

symbols by those who have no t even begun to grasp meaning in symbols (and refuse to 

t:ikc the trouble to study them at all) and among those who have devoted the greater 

part of a lifetime to them; very often we hover between these groups in complete 

bewilderment. 
A warning must be given that this dictionary differs from the 'normal' dictionary in so 

far , tha t not only one, but several meanings given may apply simultaneously, and that 

many intermediary meanings"( which one has to find for oneself, j ust as when using a 

'normal' dictionary) may apply as well, for significant indefiniteness is the mark of 

symbol_s. Even when a particular author's uses have been mentioned they should only 



be regarded as a 'way-in' sign to a house of many mansions. Of many an~als it has 
been impossible to determine the species; e.g. of the owl it is often hard to tell 
whether the Screech-owl or the Tawny owl is meant. In such cases the material has 
been gathered under the generic (symbolic) term, so 'Serpent' for snake, and 'Ass' for 
donkey. 'Asp' and 'Adder' have been mentioned specifically, but for more general 
readings the consultant is referred to the generic term. 
It may be useful to read such general entries as Archetypes, Ass, Binary, Bull, Calen
dar, Eagle, Elements, Great Goddess, King (Sacred - ), Sun, etc. first. 
The less usual spelling 'Carnaval" has been adopted as this is the commonest name of 
the fertility-festival in countries where it is celebrated, and in order to avoid confusion 
with the travelling amusement enterprise. 
Needless to say, in this book truth is not of primary importance, but what was, ha·s 
been, or is believed to be true. 
Any remark on errors, or genuine shortcomings in symbolic · interpretation, from any 
serious student of the arts and life in Western civilization will be highly appreciated. 
Errors and omissions can only be expected if one man strays into fields of which he 
has no specialized knowledge; but I hope there will be benevolent specialists enough 

-to perform the elephantine task of putting him on the right track. If after twenty 
years the book should have undergone radical changes, one can only believe it has 
served its purpose. 
I am indebted to !VJ.r. A.MR. Lemmers, Litt. Drs., of Mo! (Belgium) for his assistance 
in proof-reading. 

I owe all, my thanks to Johanna, Arthur, and Renate for the unflagging confidence 
they have had in my work all these years, anti whose love I have tried to repay with 
the publication of this book. 

AD de VRIES, Litt. Drs., 
Dongen, N.Br. 

Holland. 

Note on references 

()11otalions from the Bible and Shakespeare have been given without addition of these 
1111111cs; the gene.rally applied abbreviations have been used, and wherever there was 
d1111~cr of confusion, distinctive letters have been added, so 'K. John' refers to 
Shnkcspeare's play, but 'John' to the Evangelist; 'Rom.' refers to 'Romeo and Juliet', 
hut 'Romans' refers to St. Paul's letter. 
Most classical authors have references to Loeb's Classical Library; of the authors 
quoted volumes should be available in any modern language institute for this purpose. 
The references here have been given logical abbreviations; Apollodorus references are 
lrom his 'Library' (if 'Epit.' has not been specifically a<faed), and 'Pliny' refers to 

' the Elder' (Natural History). 
l11•11guin has excellent translations of Homer, Apollonius Rhodius, Aesop, Herodotus, 
Ovid, Vergil, Juvenal, Dante, Erasmus, Mallarme, etc. for the student's private library. 
Also the Norse Sagas, Nibelungen, G. of Monmouth, Sir Th. Malory, etc. have been 
translated or published by Penguin, and quotations from these authors carry the 

number of these editions. 



.. 

List of authors most quoted and abbreviations of titles 

When no titles arc given here the tex t supplies full titles, or a single work, mentioned below, is 
rcfcrrcd to. When specific publications .have been added, the abbreviations normally found in 
('utalogues have been used, so EL= Everyman's Library , LCL = Loeb's Classical Library, OUP = 
Oxford University Press, etc. 

Acts 
Ado 
Aclian 

Acn. 
Aesop 

Alcucus 

Aleman 

All's W., or, A's W. 
Amos 
Anacreon 

Ant. 
Apoll(onius) Rhod(ius) 
Apollodorus 

Apuleius, L. 
Aratus 
Ariosto, L. 
Aristophanes 
AYL 

Uucchylidcs 

ballads 

Uarnch 
Ba udclaire, C .P. 
BenShir(ah) 
Beowulf 
Bi on 

Blake, W. 

Browne, Sir Th. 

Browning, R. 
Bunyan, J. 

N.T. Acts of the Apostles 
Much Ado About Nothing (Shakespeare) 
a Roman writing Greek, c. 170- 230 A.O.; On the Characteristics 
of Animals 
v. Vergil 
Greek writer of Fables, 6th cent. B.C.; numbers refer to the 
Penguin selection 
Greek lyric poet , 7th-6th cent. B.C.; fragments in 'Lyra Graeca' 
(LCL, Vol. I) 
Greek lyric poet , late 7th cent. B.C.; fragments in 'Lyra Graeca' 
(LCL, Vol. I) 
All's Well that Ends Well (Shakespeare) 
O.T. prophet, c. 760 B.C. 
Greek lyric poet, 6th cent. B.C.; fragments in 'Lyra Graeca' 
(LCL, Vol. II) 
Anthony and Cleopatra (Shakespeare) 
Greek poet,c. 295 - 215 B.C.; Arg(onautica),in LCL and Penguin 
Greek author, c. 140 B.C.; when Epit(oma) has not been added 
the numbers refer t o his Bibliotheke 
Roman man ofletters, who 11.155 A.O.; The Golden Ass (Penguin) 
Greek poet, 4th cent. B.C.; Phaen. refers to his Phainomena 
Italian poet , 1474- 15 33; Orl(ando) f ur(ioso) 
Greek comic dramatist, c. 448 - 380 B.C. 
As You Like It (Shakespeare) 

Greek lyric poet, c. 505 - 450 B.C.; poems and fragments in 
'Lyra Graeca' (LCL, Vol. III) 
(1) most 'classical' ballads are found in 'The Oxford Book of 
Ballads' (OUP) 
(2 ) street-ballads are fou nd in 'The Common Muse' (Penguin) 
Apocr. O.T. prophet, disciple of Jeremiah; Douay-version 
French poet, 1821-1867 
v. Ecclus 
O.E. alliterative poem 
Greek poet, c. 100 B.C.; poems and fragments in 'The Greek 
Bucolic Poets' (LCL) 
English visionary poet, 1757- 1827; Aug(uries) of lnn(ocence); 
Prov(erbs) of Hell 
English man of letters, 1605 - 1682; Rel(igio) Med(ici); (The) 
Gard(en) of Cyrus 
English poet, 1812-1889 
English Puritan author, 1628-1688; (The) Pilgr(im's) Progr(ess 
from This World to That which is to come) 



I 
L 

Burns, R. 
Burton, R. 
Byron, G.G. Lord 

Caes. 
Caesar, G .1. 

Callimachus 
Campion, Th. 
Chapman,G. 
Chaucer, G. 

1-2Chron. 
Col. 
Coleridge, S.T. 

Comp!. 
Cor. 
1-2Cor. 
Cym. 

Dan. 

Dante Alighieri 

Daphnis and Chloe 
Deut. 
Donne, J. 
Drayton, M. 
Dream of the Rood, The -
Dryden,-J. 
Eccl. -

Ecclus 

Eliot, T.S. 

Eph. 
Epic Cycle 

Erasmus, D. 

Err. 
Esth. 
Eumelus 

Ex. 

Eze. 
Ezra 

Fletcher , J . 
Ford, J. 

Scottish poet, 1759 - 1796; The Banks o' D(oon) 
English author, 1577-1640; Anat(onmy) of Mel(ancholy) 
English poet, 1788- 1824; Childe H(arold)'s Pilgr(image), or, 
Ch. Har. Pilgr. 

Julius Caesar (Shakespeare) 
Roman emperor and historian, 102 B.C. (?)- 44 B.C.; De B(ello) 
Gall(ico) 
Greek poet from Cyrene , c. 310 B.C.; H(ymns) and Epigrams 
English poet, dramatist and man of letters, d. 1619 
English poet and dramatist, 1559-1634 (?) 
English poet, 1340- 1400 (?) ; Cant(erbury) T(ales), Prol(ogue); 
PoF = The Parliament of Fowles 
O.T. books, composed c. 300 B.C. 
N.T. : St. Paul's Epistle to the inhabitants ofColossae in Phrygia 
English poet, dramatist and critic, 1772- 1834; (The Rime of 
the) Ancient Mariner, or, Rime 
A Lover's Complaint (Shakespeare) 
Coriolanus (Shakespeare) 
N.T.: St. Paul's Epistles to the Corinthians 
Cymbeline (Shakespeare) 

O.T. prophet Daniel who wmked 600-540 B.C.; chapters 13 
and 14 are Apocr. (Douay-version) 
Florentine poet, 1265- 1321; from the Divina Commedia: 
Inf(erno), Purg(atorio), Par(aiso); C =Canto 
v. Longus 
O.T. Book of Deuteronomy, the 'Fifth Book of Moses' 
English poet, 1571 (?) - 1631 
English poet, 1563- 1631 
O.E. poem, 8th cent. 
English poet, dramatist and critic, 1631 - 1700 
O.T. Book of Ecclesiastes, the Preacher (Solomon)'s teachings, 
composed c. 200 B.C. 
Apocr. O.T. Book of Ecclesiasticus, a Book of Wisdom written 
by Jesus BenShirah, c. 200 B.C.; Douay-version 
Anglo-American poet, dramatist and critic, 1888- 1965; (The 
Love Song of J. Alfred) Prufrock; Rhapsody (on a Windy Night); 
Burbank (with a Baedeker); Wh(ispers) of Imm(ortality) 
N.T.: St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians 
a very early body of Greek legends; fragments in 'Hesiod, The 
Homeric Hymns, and Homerica' (LCL) 
Dutch humanist, 1466-1536; (Moriae Egkomion, id est) Stult
(itiae) Laus 
The Comedy of Errors (Shakespeare) 
O.T. Book about Esther (c . 475 B.C.), composed 150-100 B.C. 
Greek lyric poet, 8th cent. B.C. (?);fragments in 'Lyra Graeca' 
(LCL, Vol. I) 
O.T. Book of Exodus, the 'Second Book of Moses' (c . 1350 or 
1250) 
O.T. prophet Ezekiel, c. 600-570 B.C. 
O.T. prophet, 500-400 B.C. 

English dramatist, 1579-1625; Trag(edy) of Valent(inian) 
English dramatist, fl. 1640; 'Tis Pity (She's a Whore) 

Gal. N.T.: St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians 
Gawain.and the Green Knight, Sir - 14th cent. English poem 
Gay, J. English poet and dramatist, 1685-1732 
Gen. O.T. Book of Genesis, the 'First Book of Moses' 

1;1•111. 

I ;1ll(111ncsh, the Epic of -
c;urhudoc 
l.ruy, 1"11. 

I lll4 
II ~ 

1·2-1116 
llK 
llub. 

11.111. 
llum . 
Ill-hr . 
llnod(otus) 
lh'rrick, R. 
ll1•siod 
llomcr 
llomcric H(ymns) 

llopkins, G.M. 
llos. 

lbycus 

Iliad 
Isa. 

Ju mes 
Jcr. 
Jcs(us) (Ben)Shir(ah) 
Job 
Joel 
(K.) John 
(St.) John 
l -2-3John 
Jon. 

Jonson, B. 
Josh. 
Joyce, J. 
Jude 
Judg. 
Judith 

Juvenal(is), D .J. 

Keats, J. 
l-2Kings 

La Belle Dame Sans Merci 
Laforgue, J . 
Lam(ent) 
Langland, W. 

Lawre'\ce, D.H. 
Laxd(aela) S(aga) 
Lev. 
LLL 

The Two Gentlemen of Verona (Shakespeare) 
Sumerian epic containing material from 2000 B.C. 
English 16th cent. tragedy, prob. written by Sackville and Norton 
English poet, 1716- 177 1; Elegy (Written in a Country Church
yard) 
The First and Second Parts of King Henry IV (Shakespeare) 
The Life of King Henry V (Shakespeare) 
The First, Second, and Third Parts of King Henry VI (Shakespeare) 
The Famous History of the Life of King Henry VIII (Shakespeare) 
O.T. prophet Habakkuk (Habacuc) working at the end of the 7th 
cent. B.C. 
O.T. prophet Haggai, 6tll-5th cent. B.C. 
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark (Shakespeare) 
N.T. : St. Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews 
Greek historian, 480 - 4 25 B.C. (?) 
English poet , 1591 - 1674 
Greek poet, 8th cent. B.C. (?) ; Theog(ony) 
Greek epic p_oet , prob. 9th cent. B.C.; Od(yssey), Il(iad) 
Greek collection of preludes, invocations to the gods, etc. the 
authors of which are unknown; available in LCL volume of 
Hesiod, etc. 
English poet, 1844- 1889 
O.T. prophet Hosea , late 8tll or 5th cent. B.C. 

Greek lyric poet, 6th cent. ·B.C.; fragments in 'Lyra Graeea' 
(LCL, Vol. II) 
v. Homer 
O.T. prophet Isaiah, who worked 735-698 B.C. 

N.T. Epistle of St. James to the Christian Jews in the Diaspora 
O.T. prophet Jeremiah, born c. 650 B.C. 
v. Ecclus 
O.T. Book, composed 4th cent. B.C. (?),about Job (c. 500 B.C.?) 
O.T. prophet , early 4th cent. B.C. 
The Life and Death of King John (Shakespeare) 
N.T. Gospel according to St. John 
N.T. Epistles of St. John 
O.T. prophet Jonah; the Book was written after the Fall of 
Nineveh (612 B.C.) and before 200 B.C. 
English poet and dramatist , 1572- 1637 
0.T. Book of Joshua, describing events of c. 1300 B.C. (?) 
Irish novelist , 1882-1941; Portrait (oftheArtistasa Young Man) 
N.T.: Epistle of St. Jude to the Christians in Jerusalem (?) 
O.T. Book of Judges, describing events of c. 1300- 1400 B.C. 
Apocr. O.T. Book, describing events under Ashurbanipal, Darius, 
or Artaxerxes; Douay-version 
Roman poet, born c. 60- 70 A.D.; Sat(ires) 

English poet, 1795-1821;·0 =Odes 
O.T. Books of Kings, describing events of the 10th cent.(?) B.C. 

poem by J. Keats 
French poet, 1860- 1887 
Q,T. Lamentations of Jeremiah 
English poet, 1330- 1400 (?);(The Vision concerning) P(ierce) 
Ploughm(an) (or, Plowman) 
English poet, essayist and novelist, 1885-1930 
Icelandic saga of tile 13th cent.; Penguin 
0."I'.. Book of Leviticus, tile 'Third Book of Moses' 
Love's Labour's Lost (Shakespeare) 



Lorca, F. Garcia 

L(ea)r 
Lucian 
Luke 
Lycophron 

Mac. 
l-2Mac(c)(h). or Maccab 
Mal. 
Mallarme, S. 
Malory , Sir Th. 
Mark 
Marlowe, C. 
Marvell, A. 
Matth. 
Meas. 
Mer. V. 
Micah 
Milton, J . 
MND 
Monmouth, G. of 

Montaigne, M .E. de 
Moschus 

MoV 
MWW 

Nahum 
Neh. 
Nib(elungenlied) 
Njal's Saga 
Num. 
nursery rhymes 

Obad. 
Odyssey 
0th. 
Ovid(ius), P. - Naso 

Pascal, B. 
Pass. Pilgr. 
Pausan(ias) 

Per. 
Pervigilium Veneris 

l-2Pet(er) 
Petronius Arbiter 
Phil. 
Philemon 
Phoen. 
Pilgr. 
Pindar 

Pinto 

Spanish poet, 1898- 1936; Lament for I(gnacio) S(:inchez) 
M(ejfas) 
King Lear (Shakespeare) 
Greek satirist, c. 115-200 A.D. 
N.T. Gospel according to St. Luke 
Greek poet of Chalcis, born c. 325 B.C.; numbers refer to Alex
andra, available in the Callimachus vol. of LCL 

Macbeth (Shakespeare) 
Apocr. O.T. Books of the Machabees; Douay-version 
Q.T. prophet Malachi, 6th-5th cent. B.C. 
French poet, 1842-1898 
English author, fl. 1470; Le Morte d'Arthur 
N.T. Gospel according to St. Mark 
English poet and dramatist, 1564 - 1593; Edw(ard) 2 (II) 
English poet, 1621 - 1678 
N.T. Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Measure for Measure (Shakespeare) 

·The Merchant of Venice (Shakespeare) 
O.T. prophet, late 8th cent. B.C. 
English poet, 1608 - 1674; Par(adise) L(ost); Par(adise) Reg(ained) 
a Midsummer-Night's Dream (Shakespeare) 
English historian, 12th cent.; Hist(oria) Reg(um) Brit(anniae), 
or , no title 
French essayist, 1533 - 1592 
Greek poet, c. 150 B.C.; Idylls and fragments in 'The Greek 
Bucolic Poets' (LCL) 
The Merchant of Venice (Shakespeare) 
The Merry Wives of Windsor (Shakespeare) 

O.T. prophet, 7th cent. B.C. 
P.T. prophet Nehemiah, 5th cent. B.C. 
Austrian epic poem, written c. 1200 
Icelandic saga, late 13th cent.; Penguin 
Q.T. Book of Numbers, the 'Fourth Book of Moses' 
The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes, by I. and P. Opie 
(OUP) 
Q.T. prophet Obadiah, 6th cent. B.C. 
v. Homer 
Othello, the Moor of Venice (Shakespeare) 
Roman poet , 43 B.C. - 18 A.D.; Met(amorphoses); De Art(e) 
Am(atoria); De Med(icamine) Fac(iei); Her(oides); Rem(edia) 
Am(oris) 

French philosopher, 1623-1662 
The Passionate Pilgrim (Shakespeare) 
Greek author, 2nd cent. A.D.; Description of Greece (Penguin: 
Guide to Greece, 2 vols.) 
Pericles, Prince of Tyre (Shakespeare) 
Anon. Latin poem, 2nd - 4th cent.; available in the Catullus 
volume of LCL 
N.T. : St. Peter's Epistles to the five provinces of Lesser Asia 
Latin satirist,d. 65 A.D. · 
N.T.: St. Paul 's Fpistle to the inhabitants of Philippi in Macedonia 
N.T. : St. Paul's Epistle to Philcmon 
The Phoenix and the Turt le (Shakespeare) 
The Passionate Pilgrim (Shakespeare) 
C:rcek lyric poet, c. 520 440 B.C.; Odes: Pyth(ian), Olymp(ian), 
lsthm(iun), Ncm(ean) 
Greek philosopher, 427 348 B.C. (?) 

Pliny (the Elder) 
Plu tarch 

l'ue, E.A. 
l'opc ,A. 

l'rop(ertius), S. 
Prov. 
l's. 

Roman man of letters, 23 - 79 A.D.; Natural History 
Greek biographer and moral philosopher , c. 46-120 A.D.; 
Clev(erness) of An(imals); Adv(ice) on Marr(iage); Decl(ine) of 
(the) Or(acles) 
American poet, 1809-1849 
English satirist and man of letters, 1688-1744; Dunc(iad); 
Es~(ay) on Man; Ep. = Epistle 
Roman poet, c. 50- 16 B.C.; Elegies 
0.T. Book of Proverbs 'of Solomon' (till 3rd cent. B.C.) 
O.T. Book of Psalms, compiled early 2nd cent. 

Quest of the H. Grail Anon. French romance, c. 1225 ; Penguin 

R2 The Tragedy of King Richard II (Shakespeare) 
R3 The Tragedy of King Richard III (Shakespeare) 
Rev. N .T. Book of the Revelations of St. John 
Reynard the Fox medieval epic (I'lemish version of c. 1250) 
Rilke, R.M . German poet, 1875-1926 
(The) Rime of the Ancient Mariner v. S.T. Coleridge 
Rom. Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare) 
Roman de la Rose allegorical roma nce, written by Guillaume de Lorris and Jean de 

Romans 
Ruth 

l-2Sam. 
Sappho 

Shelley , P .B. 
Sheridan, R.B. 
Shirah, Eccles 
Shr. 
Simonides 

sos 
Sonn. 
Sonn. Music 
Spenser, E. 

Telesilla 

Tennyson, A. Lord 
Theocr(itus) 

1-2Thess. 
Thomas, D. 
Tib(ullus) 

Tim. (of Ath.) 
l -2Tim. 
Timotheus 

Tit(us) 
Tob(ias) 
Tourneur, C. 
Tp 
Troil. 
Tw(elfth) N. 

Valery, P. 

Meung, early 13th cent. ; trans. by G. Chaucer 
N.T.: St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans 
O.T. Book, 6th cent. B.C. (?) 

O.T. Books of Samuel, describing events c. 1000 B.C. 
Greek poetess of Lesbos, 7th cent. B.C.; fragments and recon
structions in 'Lyra Graeca' (LCL, Vol. I) 
English poet, 1792-1822; Prom(etheus) Unb(ound) 
English dramatist, 1751 - 1816; Sch(ool) for Scand(al) 
v. Ecclus 
The Taming of the Shrew (Shakespeare) 
Greek lyric poet of Ceos, 556- 486 B.C. (?); fragments in 'Lyra 
Graeca' (LCL, Vol. II) 
Q.T. Book of the Song of Songs, written after 300 B.C. (?) 
Sonnets (Shakespeare) 
Sonnets to Sundry Notes of Music (Shakespeare) 
English poet, 1552 (?)-1599; Shepherd's Cal(endar), (The) 
F(aerie) Q(uecne) 

Greek poetess, 5th cent. B.C. (?); fragments in 'Lyra Graeca ' 
(LCL, Vol. II) 
English poet, 1809 - 1892 . 
Greek poet, fl. c. 270 B.C.; poems in The Greek Bucolic Poets' 
(LCL) 
N.T.: St. Paul's Epistles to the Thessalonians 
English poet, 1914 - 1953 . . 
Roman elegiac poet, c. 60- 19 B.C.; his poems are available m 
the Catullus volume of LCL 
Timon of Athens (Shakespeare) 
N .T.: St. Paul's Epistles to Timothy, bishop of Ephesus 
Greek poet and musician of Miletus, 447 -357 B.C.; fragments in 
'Lyra Graeca' (LCL, Vol. Ill) 
N.T.: St. Paul's Epistle to Titus, bishop of Crete 
Apocr. Q.T. Book of Tobias, 8th cent. B.C. (?); Douaycversion 
English dramatist, 1575 (?)-1626; (The) Rev(enger's) Trag(edy) 
The Tempest (Shakespeare) 
Troilus and Cressida (Shakespeare) 
Twelfth ~ight , or, What You Will (Shakespeare) 

French poet and essayist, 18 71-1945 



Ven. 
Vergil(ius), P. - Maro 

Webster,J. 

Wint. 
Wisd(om) Sol. 
Wiv. 
Wordsworth, W. 

Xenophon 
Yeats, W.B. 

Zech. 
Zeph. 

Venus and Adonis (Shakespeare) 
Latin poet, 70-19 B.C.; Aen(eid), Georg(ics); Ecl(ogues) 

English dramatist, 1580- 1625 (?); Wh(ite) Dev(il); D(uchess) of 
Malfi 
The Winter's Tale (Shakespeare) 
Apocr. O.T. Book of the Wisdom of Solomon; Douay-version 
The Merry Wives of Windsor (Shakespeare) 
English poet, 1770- 1850; Int(imations) of Imm(ortality from 
Recollections. of Early Childhood) 

Greek man of letter, born c. 430 B.C.; Anab(asis) 
Irish poet, dramatist, etc., 1865-1939 

O.T. prophet Zechariah, 6th-5th cent. B.C. 
O.T. prophet Zephaniah, who lived in the late 7th cent. B.C. 

. ~ 

acc. 
alch. 
Am. 
Anon. 
Ar. 
Aram. 
Arg. 
A.S. 
ass. 
astrol. 
attr. 
A.V. 

Baby I. 
Bk . 

c. 
cent. 
cf. 
Ch. 
Chor. 
Chr. 
conn. 

d. 
D. 
Dedic. 
der. 

e.g. 
Eliz. 
embl. 
Ep. 
Epigr. 
Epil . 
esp. 
ctym. 

f. 
fem. 
ff. 
fig. 
fl. 
Fr. 
Fragm. 

Germ. 
Gr. 

H. 
Hebr. 

List of general abbreviations 

according her. heraldry 
alchemy hier. hieroglyph 
American id. the same 
Anonymous Id . Idyll 
Arabic i.e. that is 
Aramaic Ind. Induction 
Argument indiv. individual 
Anglo-Saxon introd. introduction 
associated It. Italian 
astrology 
attribute L.; Lat. Latin 
Authorized Version I. line 
(K. James Bible) lit. literally 

Babylonian M.A. Middle Ages 
Book masc. masculine 

circa, about 
med. L. medieval Latin 
Mt. Mount century 
myth. mythology 

compare 
Chapter nr. number 
Chorus N.T. New Testament of the Bible 
Christian 
connected O.E. Old English 

0. I'r. Old French 
died 0. Pers. Old Persian 
Dutch opp. opposite 
Dedication orig. original(ly) 
derived, derivation O.T. Old Testament of the Bible 
for example pass. all through 
Elizabethan perh. perhaps 
emblem Port. Portuguese 
Epistle prec. preceding 
Epigram prob. probably 
Epilogue prov. proverb 
especially prt. part 
etymology psych. psychology 
and following (singular) q.v. which see (singular) 
feminine qqv. which see (plural) 
and following (plural) 

R.C. Roman Catholic figura tive(ly) 
flourished ref. reference 

French rel. related 

Fragment s . section 

Germanic Sanscr. Sanscrit 
Greek Sc. Scottish 

Scand. Scandinavian 
Holy; (after a name:) Hymn Sem. Semitic 
Hebrew s.o. someone 



Sp. Spanish tr(ansl.) 
St. Saint tract. 
st. stanza 
s.t. something v. 

symb. symbolism v. 
v.v. 

.. 

translated 
traditional0y) 

see; occasionally : verse 
versus, against 
vice versa, conversely 

A 
l. Hebr. 'aleph' (=ox); Egyptian hier.: eagle 

or ibis; Celtic: silver fir or elm; A.S.: 'god'; 2. 
symbolizes: a. the Unchangeable Primal Cause, 
the Pyramid, the Trinity, the Magnificence of 
God, happiness; b. Gr. : menace; Rome: judges 
sitting on a case left the A on their tablets (and 
erased C) when they voted for the release of the 
accused; c. known quantity (algebra); d. adul
tery: brand; cf. Hawthorne's "Scarlet Letter"; 
3. correspondences: a. season: spring or New 
Year; t ime: one year; b. planet: Sun; Zodiac: 
Aries; c. Tarot: Minstrel; 4. folklore: a. unlucky 
letter for a ship's name to end in, e.g. ' Lusita
nia'; b. rem nant of alphabet-teaching rhyme: 
"Great A, little a, Bouncing B, The cat's in the 
cupboard And she can't see"; 5. combinations: 
a. Al: (orig. in Lloyd's Register) general excel
lence; b. A(lpha) and O(mega): Christ (Begin
ning and End). 
Aaron's Rod 

l. priesthood, the tribe of Levi; 2. Christ's 
birth from the Virgin (divine priesthood) and 
Death (part of the Cross; cf. the Rod of Jesse); 
3. Christ's Ascension ; 4. Synagogue (= Hebrew 
religion personified); 5. fertility (represented 
flowering and bearing almonds); phallus, resur
rection; 6. v. Serpent and Almond. 
Abaddon 

1. = Gr. Apollyon, the 'destroyer', the 'angel 
of the bottomless pit'; the name is found in 
Job, Prov., Ps., beside Rev., for which see 2; 
also Milton: Par. Reg. 4, 624; 2. the king of the 
mystical army of Locusts: Rev. 9, 11; 3. Angel 
of Death: a. three times rel. to death (sheol) in 
the Bible; b. D. Thomas: "Altarwise" 2; 4. one 
of the names by which the Devil of the Witches 
was known. 
abandonment 

1. A. Children: the reasons given usually 
are: a. incestuous or divine parentage; b. pover
ty (fairy-tales); c. the king (his father)'s fear of 
dethronement or death; e.g. Herod, Oedipus, 
Jupiter; d. v. also King, Sacred - ; e. explained: 
a sun-myth: they were often laid on mountain
tops and fed by birds, (holy) shepherds, cen
taurs, goats, etc.; B. Wives: the reasons usually 
given: a. jealousy: a. in an irregular relation by 

the legitimate wife; those women were usually 
changed into trees, etc.; b. of legitimate rela
tions: the wives are changed back into the origi
nal shape (e.g. swan) and place (e.g. sea) after a 
certain time; b. the hero having a greater task to 
perform; e.g. Theseus-Ariadne, Aeneas-Dido, 
etc.; c. explained: seasonal or time-motif: the 
Dawn-maid abandoned by the rising Sun, etc.; 
2. subjective: to feel forsaken by the 'god with
in us' = lose sight of the eternal light in the · 
human spirit = a sense of estrangement; 3. the 
'lost object' ; 4. rel. to the Labyrinth (q.v.). 
Abel 

1. O.T.: second son of Adam and Eve, yet 
gaining eventual primacy in heaven; the name 
means 'breath', 'vapour': a. possessor of the 
fatal spot; b. shepherd (igno rant nomad) killed 
by agricultural (learned) Cain; the typical inno
cent victim; v. also Cain, Twin; c. vanity; d. 
brevity of life ('vapour'); 2. M.A. : a. symbol of 
Christ (Death and Shepherd); he was mourned 
for a hundred years by Adam and Eve; b. the 
pilgrim on earth and the citizen of heaven. 
ablution 

1. washing done with a ritual and spiritual 
meaning; water, water and salt, or blood are 
used: "The moving waters at their priestlike 
task of pure ablution round earth's human 
shores": Keats (Sonnet: "Bright Star"); 2. 
Semitic rites of Purification; rel. to Baptism 
(q.v.); also found among the Egyptians, Greeks 
and Romans; 3. purification of the subjective, 
inner, 'private',,evils. 
abnormality 

1. whatever has an abnormality, has also 
great innate, magic powers (often portentous), 
even when it has a diminutive shape (dwarf), or 
a deformed shape (Hephaestus, Sacred Kings; v. 
also Heel) ; it also often represents a chthonic 
force; 2. A. of persons: a. being maimed: be
lieved to have supernatural powers, esp. prophe
cy, healing, and rain-bringing; b. conn. with the 
Moon and its phases; and with the jester (= in
verted king); c. v. also Crutch, and Heel; B. of 
things: e.g. stones with fossils, 4 or 6-fingered 
amulets; 3. folklore: a. certain types of people 
are luck-bringers under the special protection of 
god; esp. for sailors to meet one (e.g. a huh;h-



abracadabra 

back) on their way to the ship; on the other 
hand people are warned against those 'signed 
by the hand of god'; v. also Birth; b. abnormali
ties in nature, like birds singing when they are 
not supposed to (e.g. cock-crow at mid-night), 
or flowers blooming out of season etc., or bells 
ringing without being touched, often portend 
di:ath, or a warning for a (national) disaster; c. 
human deformities are often regarded as a re
sult of intercourse between a woman and the 
devil, or between a man and an animal; d. 
dumbness: a. gives 'sights of both worlds'; b. his 
spittle heals others; e. blindness often gives 
prophetic powers; f. cross-eyed people are gen
erally feared: meeting one is a bad sign for all 
those with dangerous jobs (miners, fishermen, 
Spanish bull-fighters), because it is related to 
the Evil Eye; but v. Squint. 
abracadabra 

means: a. 'abreq ad habra' = Hebr. 'hurl 
your thunderbolt, even unto death'; usually 
written as an inverted triangle; b. =Gr. abraxas 
(q.v.); c. ab (=father) + Ben (=Son) + Ruah 
Acadsh (= H. Spirit). 
Abraham 

1. typical "Father of Thousands" (as the 
switch from Abram to Abraham suggests); 2. 
conn. with circumcision (q.v.): "Abraham's 
Seal"; 3. a fatal child (like Oedipus and Zeus), a 
(sun-) wanderer, tender of flocks (like Her
cules); 4. his secret birth in a cave, hiding from 
Nimrod, resembles Christ's; his quick growth 
also makes his story resemble that of a sun
king; 5. one of the few characters (with Sarah) 
who laughed in the Bible (Isaac= 'to laugh'); 6. 
one of the ()riental gods (with e.g. Christ) to be 
introduced into Rome by the Emperor Elagaba
lus (= Heliogabalus); 7. "the God of Abraham" 
was !!.Potent formula in magic (acc. to Origen); 
8. absolute and unquestioning faith; 9. M.A.: a. 
personification of Faith, having a knife in one 
hand (preparedness to fulfil J ~hova's require
ments concerning the offer of the first-born) 
and a torch in the other; moreover, one often 
finds small figures in his lap (in 'Abraham's 
bosom'); b. his offer: a. Christ's death and 
Eucharist (sometimes Abraham is the Father); 
b. any Redemption scene; c. the visit of the 
three men: a. Trinity; b. Transfiguration of 
Christ on Mt. Tabor; c. his appearance before 
Magdalene. 
abraxas 

1. name invented by· the Gnostic Basilidians 
(who claimed to know the secret sayings of 
Christ) to express the Unutterable Name of the 
Supreme Being, the source of the 365 emana
tions, heavens, all-pervading spirits of the Uni-
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verse, ~he .solar destroyer of the Giants of Dar •
ness, evil, etc.; the name was written on certain 
(often oval) stones, used as amulets; 2. repre
sented: head = a cock (vigilance), body= a man 
(logos-word and spirit), legs = two serpents 
(prudence), right hand = shield (wisdom), left 
hand = whip (power); when he rode in a chariot 
he had 4 white horses: the 4 ethers by means of 
which sun-power circulates through the uni
verse; 3. the number 365 is obtained as follows: 
3 x a (= 3) + b (= 2) + r (= 100) + x (= 60) + s 
(= 200): the number of days and eons ruling 
the year; 4. the name may also be: abir (bull) + 
axis (pole): the 'alteration of the poles' result
ing in the vernal equinox taking place at one 
time in Taurus over the North Pole; 5. talisman: 
vigilance. 
absinthe 

I. the name ("without grieP') refers to the 
bitterness of the plant symbolizing Grief caused 
by the Absence of someone; 2. attr. of Austeri
ty; 3. = 'wormwood' (q.v.); 4. rel. to the power
ful (now forbidden) intoxicant of that name; v. 
E. Zola: "l'Assommoire". 
abyss 

1. depth in general (a-byssos ='no bottom'); 
thought of a.s: a. inside mountains, the bottom 
of the sea or lake; b. beyond the horizon; 2. a. 
'land of the dead', the underworld, connected 
with the Great Mother, or earth-god; b. the 
dark place, Hell, in the bowels of the earth; 
abode of the departed spirits; 3. anything im
measurable, mystery; 4. inferiority (e.g. of ig
norance), sorrow; 5. Chaos in which the uni
verse was formed: Greek O.T. for 'tehom' in 
Gen. 1, 2; 6. the abode of the devouring beast, 
v. Barlaam and Josaphat; 7. time: (What) "seest 
thou In the dark backward and abysm of 
time?" Tp. 1, 2; 8. wisdom: in a Babylonian 
Creation Myth Ea is the son of the watery deep 
and the god of wisdom. 
acacia 

I. general: a. the stalks are so arranged that 
they do not dry out in a hot sun; b. it is re
markable for its reproductive powers; c. light 
wood, but waterproof; d. Wild -: (prob.) the 
'Shittim-woo_d' of the Bible; e. (prob.) the 
source of 'manna'; 2. myth: a. sacred to- Baby
lonian Astarte (white - red flowers: the colour
combination of that Great Goddess; v. Col
ours); b. its thorn was sacred to the Egyptian 
Mother-Goddess Neith (her hier.), who lived in 
acacia; 'acacia' is rel. to Gr. 'akis' =(to) pierce; 
c. sacred to the Sun(god), the Transcendental 
God, e.g. Jehova; 3. used: a. many Flood-surviv
ing Arks were built of it: Noah's, Osiris's; b. the 
Egyptians used it also for ships, furniture, 

h111111c~, etc.; c. the Tabe rnacle was pro!-. built 
111 It, und its sacred furn iture, overlaid with gold 
II ~. 24 and 26, etc.); d. in the Egyptian capi
t•I' nf columns, later borrowed by the Greeks; 
~ the O.T. ' burning bush' (?); f . on it grew the 
l11111nthus - mistletoe (q.v.); 4. symbolizes: a. 
trlrndship, platonic love; b. fecundity, repro-
1lu~·tion, prosperity; c. incorruptibility, immor
t•llly; d. corresponds to the Hawthorn (q.v.) in 
thl' West; e. Soul and Immortality (early Chris
t Inn~); f. connected with the month of Purifica
tion and sexual continence (Hebrew); g. Pink - : 
r111. elegance; White - : Platonic love; Yellow - : 
lll'l'ICt love. 5. - thorn! divine power to repel evil 
Iv 2, b); - gum: rel. to menstruous blood (now 
wuni -Arabic: 'acacine'). 
1M11nthus 

I. its growth: a. bold and vigorous, having 
Nrcl stems with stately si ikes and many white, 
111 purple, or red flowers; b. a tendency toward 
1t'l(ression and stunted growth (v. Luke 8, 7); 2. 
t1$1• : a. on Greek (usually 'acanthus spinosus') 
1111\1 Roman (usually 'acanthus mollis') columns; 
h. Greek funeral leaf; c. ornamental plant in 
l(ornan gardens and cities; d. its root has great 
nuative powers (Pliny 22, 34); 3. symbolizes: 
11 Immorality; b. artifice, love of art, felicity; 
~ . plant of the Garden of Heaven (early Chris
tians); d. nothing will separate the giver and 
11·cciver; e. a veil fringed with acanthus was 
worn by Helen when she arrived in Troy: Vergil 
(/\en. 1, 649f.); f. its seeds falling among 
thorns: earth will yield to man thorns and this
tles (Gen. 3, 18); g. its thorns: a. solicitude 
ubout lowly things; b. awareness and pain of 
Hin. 
ICI 

I. One: a. the best, highest, most perfect 
(playing card); b. the lowest, bad luck: e.g. in 
dice: "! had rather be in this choice than throw 
omes-ace (= double ace) for my life": All's W. 
2, 3; 2. Tarot: strength; 3. etym.: from L. 'as'= 
fo rtune coin. 
Achilles 

1. name: "without lips" refers to his not 
being suckled, but brought up by Cheiron and 
Phoenix; 2. v. Death for the meaning: "end of 
an epoch"; 3. v. Heel for the vulnerable spot of 
the Sun-hero; 4. like Heracles, he was disguised 
as a woman for some time (to protect his vul
nerable heel), suggesting androgyny (q.v.); 5. as 
a Sun-hero he was soon separated from his 
mother, the Dawn-maid Thetis, and hidden by 
clouds (Centaurs+ his women's clothes); 6. his 
spear had the power to heal the wound it made 
by its rust (v. ref. 2H6, 5, l); 7. swift-footed
ness ('podas ookus Achilleus'); yet Achilles and 

acrobat 

a tortoise held a race, in which the latter had a 
hundred yards' start; Achilles ran 10 times 
faster, yet could never catch up, as he always 
remained 1/ 10 behind. 
aconite 

1. general: a. name: 'growing without soil' 
(doubtful); other names are 'wolfsbane' (poi
son), 'monk's hood', or 'friar's cap' (shape of 
the flower); its colour is blue; b. grows in cool, 
damp, mountainous areas (height-symbolism); 
c. the flower which sprang from the foam of 
Cerberus' mouth, while he was being dragged 
from hell by Hercules: Ovid (Metam. 7, 
416-424); also Pliny (27, 2); 2. medicinal: a. 
from of old used to make arrows poisonous; 
not used as direct poison as its tingling feeling 
warns the victim; b. as general pain-killer (caus
ing numbness), and esp. against fever (a Hera
clean simple); c. the witches' flower: used by 
the Thessalian witches for their 'flying oint
ment': it numbs feet and hands, giving the sen
sation of flying; d. 'panther-strangler': it kills 
panthers by touch (which can escape death by 
eating human excrements after it); its very 
smell kills rats and mice; 3. symbolizes: a. dead
liness (v. 2H4, 4, 4); b. illicit love: a curious 
passage in Ovid: a woman giving aconite mixed 
with pounded hemlock to her lover 'who re
ceives a gift and then denies him her love' (Art. · 
Am. 3, 465); remorse ; d. vendetta. 
acorn 

· 1. name: orig. 'fruit of the open country'; 
later only of the oak; 2. androgyne: I (Holy 
One) + 0 (generative crater or cup); 3. there
fore symbolizes: a. life; b. strength (her.), virili
ty: "Perhaps he spoke not, but Like a full
acorned boar, a German one, Cried 'O!' and 
mounted": Cym. 2, 4; 4. primitive food for 
humans: the opposite of the corn-ear (as water 
to wine), so: pre-cultivation (Vergil: Georg. 1, 
8; cf. also Arbute); food in the Golden Age (v. 
also Herod. 1, 66 about the wild Arcadians, and 
Ovid, Metam. 1, 104; Pliny 16, 1); 5. rel. to 
swine: "The hogs never look up to him that 
threshes the acorn" (Proverb); 6. used for tan
ning; 7. prophylactic against the plague (Ger
manic); 8. sacred to Thor, god of fire and fer
tility; acorns Ieplace clubs in German packs of 
cards; 9. folklore: a. carried about it preserves 
youthfulness; b. cure for iJ'temperance or 
drunkenness: distil the juice and drink it; 10. v. 
Oak. 
acrobat 

1. inversion and reversal: the need of up
setting the established order whkh arises in a 
time of crisis (v. Inversion) ; 2. the mystery of 
the Hanged Man (Tarot), here involving height-
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Actaeon 

symbolism and flight (though before the 19th 
century he was only a rope-walker, and did not 
work on the flying trapeze); 3. life, seen as pur· 
pose less swinging: R ilke (5th elegy). 
Actaeon 

1. pe rsonification of the strong plant growth 
in the heat of summer; or the Sacred Stag 
which had to be ritually hun ted and eaten raw; 
ref. Ovid (Metam. 3, I 31 ff.); 2. his changing 
into a stag may be the origin of the horns for 
cuckoldry (v. Antlers); but also the sun killed 
by the appearance (his vision of) the Moon· 
goddess, who pressed on him her horn-mark 
(horn= Crescent Moon). 
activity 

1. masculinity, as the opposite of feminine 
passivity; 2. spiritual movement towards evo lu· 
tion (characterized by ou tward spiritual calm); 
symbolized by Dragon-killing; 3. the workings 
of the devil, as the opposite of divine con tem· 
plation; emblem of mere agitation: the bee; cf. 
Involution; 4 . realizat ion that no one can be 
responsib le for the ultimate consequences set in 
motion by even one's sligh test act is Hamlet's 
problem, but even Mac.: "When our actions do 
not, Our fears do make us traitors" ( 4, 2). 
Adam 

1. name: 'man' (=species); or it may be the 
same as Edom (rel. to 'adamah') = ' red man'; 
Edom was the son of Seth (= Yahweh?); the 
latter was related to the Egyptian Seth, the 
'Ass-god', which may account for the many ref
erences to asses at important moments in the 
0.T. (v. Ass); 

2. the material for his body was taken from 
the 8 directions: water · blood, stones • bones, 
sun · eye, earth · flesh, roots· ligaments, wind · 
spirits, c louds · thoughts, fi re. warm th; 

3. before Eve was taken from his side Adam 
is believed to have been a Hermaphrodite (v. 
also Androgyne); and as such a copy of the 
sexless deity of the Hebrews ( in which they dif· 
fered from the surrounding peoples); thus also, 
with Eve, he stood for an ideal marriage; 

4. rel. to Christ: a. Adam was created on the 
6tli day, Christ died in the 6th age (till the end 
of time); b. Adam led to perdition, the closure 
of heaven, Christ led to redemption, the open· 
ing of the gates of heaven; c. as Eve (= 'haw· 
wah' ='life') was taken from his right side in his 
sleep, the Church was created from Christ's 
sleep of death ; therefore the lance-wound is al· 
most invariably given on the right side, in· 
stead of the left (but also 'latera dextra' of the 
Bible) ; d. he is often represented at the Cruci· 
fixion scene standing, lying, revived by the 
blood of Christ's side; or his skull: it was bu ried 
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at Calvary (v. Head, Severed ·); e. rel. to the 
wood of the Cross: Adam, dying, sent Seth to 
Parad ise to get three grains of corn, which Seth 
put in Adam's mouth: from these, ultimately, 
grew the wood of the Cross; 

5. symbolizes: a. one of the blessings o f the 
1-1. G host is represented as: Wisdom . serpent· 
Adam; he was the great 'name-giver' (Wisd. Sol. 
10, I and Shirah Eccles. 44, 16); b. (any) tem
ptation; c. primitive agriculture (spade): cf. 
Cain with a plough; d. the weak, sinful side of 
man: "Consideration, like an angel came, And 
whipped th'offending Adam out of him": HS, 
I , I ; c. pristine equality of man: " When Adam 
dolve and Eve span, Who was then the gentle
man?": attribu ted to John Ball; f. rel. to the 
theories of Free Will and Predestination; 

6. Adam's eating the apple: what was posi
tive in this act was good, only what was nega
tive was bad, but negat ive exists only from the 
point of finite creatures (Spinoza); 

7. kingly power derives ultimately from the 
kingship of Adam: kings are his direct descend· 
ants (Locke); 

8. W. Blake: a.= Time (opp. of Enitharmon 
= Space); b. fallen state, man completely in the 
realm of nature; c. limit of Contraction; 

9. D. Thomas: A. "My World is Pyramid": 
a. original man ; b. human form, image of Adam 
and his offspring; c. the constant reproduction 
of Adam; d. mankind in general; e. father's 
phallus; B. "Altarwise": a. phallus; b. Byzantine 
· : in-between Asia and Europe: child and man; 

10. folklore: a. child ren's foo ling rhyme: 
"Adam and Eve and Pinch-me Went down 
to the river to bathe; Adam and Eve were 
drowned, Who do you think was saved?"; b. a 
stock-Elizabethan name fo r an archer was 
Adam: e .g. Adam Bell in the ballad; 

11. v. also Tree: · of Knowledge, and • of 
Life. 
adamant 

1. a fabulous rock or stone; orig. the word 
related to steel, then (e.g. in Pliny) to the white 
sapphire, and still later to the d iamond; 2. hard· 
ness: a-damaoo = 'not to be subdued', unbreak· 
able; 3. the lodestone (through faulty etym.): 
a. " ... you hard-hearted adamant; But yet you 
draw not iron (= do not k ill me with your 
sword), for m y heart Is true as steel": MND 2, 
I; b. "as turtle to her mate, As iron to ada· 
mant": Troil. 3, 2 (also lH6, 1, 4); 4 . rel. to the 
Underworld · Hell: a, the gates to the Under· 
world are adamant: Ovid (Metam. 4 , 453); b. 
Satan was bound with adamantine chains in 
Hell : Milton (Par. Lost); 5. t ranquillity of the 
soul. 

odder 
I. for general Snake-symbolism v. Serpent; 

111 the Bible and the M.A. the name was some· 
11mcs used for Asp, Basilisk, and Cockatrice 
(((q.v.), and (as fly ing serpent) for Dragon; 2. 
deadly bi le and sudden dart; 3. guarding: 
Jacob's prophecy concerning Dan: he will be an 
udder (= small animal) in the way, attacking big 
enemies (horses); they later 'guarded' the cara· 
van-route to Damascus; 4 . deafness: a. "They 
(the enemies) are like the deaf ad~er, that stop· 
pcth her car, which will not hearken to the 
voice of the charmers" (Ps. 58, 4): the adder= 
asp (?) and the charmer= (prophets of) God; b. 
" What! art thou, like the adder, waxen deaf?": 
2116, 3, 2; v. also Troil. 2, 2; 5. its poison 
comes from the gall: v. Job 20, 14 and 16; 6. 
sin (again as 'asp'): Deut. 32, 33; 7. as punish· 
ment for sin: BenShir. 39, 36 ; 8. it does no harm 
in Messianic times: Isa. 11 , 8; 9. a good thing 
bringing forth evil : " It is the bright day that 
brings forth the adder": Caes. 2, I: if we crown 
Caesar he may become a tyrant; JO.folklore: a. 
the only venomous snake found in Great 
Britain, so: bad luck, if one is found on the 
doorstep, m caning death of someone living in 
the house; it is lucky to kill the fi rst one seen in 
spring; b. it cannot die before sunset, unless 
struck by a st ick of ash-wood (v. Ash for its 
strong magic qualit ies); c. cast adder skins can 
be used medicinally, and hung on the roof or 
hearth they protect from fire and are generally 
lucky; 11. Adder Stone, also q lled 'Adder 
bead', 'gem', 'serpent stone', or 'Druid stone' 
(as Druids wore them): a small stone with a 
natural perforation, or a certain type of col· 
oured , glass-like pebble which is fair ly uncom· 
mon, and consequently has all the magic virtue 
of the unusual; pre-historical spindle-w horls are 
often called so; i t was used as a charm against 
evil and cures for many human and animal d is· 
eases; the stones are generated by snakes, who, 
at a certain t ime of the year, congregate in large 
numbers, coil themselves into a living ball and, 
while so united, emit a saliva which hardens in to 
stone. 
adole$Cence 

adolescence rites are practised u niversally: a. 
to test manhood (or womanhood): beat ings, 
circumcision, artificial de floration, tat tooing, 
e tc.; b. any new phase of life requires an official 
entrance into it; cf. R.C. Baptism and Confir· 
mation; i t is often accompanied by giving (or 
adding) new names. 
Adonai 

1. Q.T. name for god, a substitu te for the 
Ineffable Name, meaning 'my lord' (plural of 

aeg is 

dignity); often used in SYnagogue liturgy; 2. 
sun(light): Semitic; 3. name of Melkuth (10th 
Sephira, q.v.): the Kingdom, the Infer ior 
Mother (Cabala); 4. the Monad, the Supreme 
Being (mystic poetry); 5. faith: modern 
mystics. 
Adonis (hero) 

1. the name: (of Phoenician orijlin) ' lord' (v. 
Adonai); 2. a dying nature god, esp. of grain: 
"Nature that made thee with herself at strife 
Saith that the world hath ending with thy life": 
Ven. 11 ff.; 3. he was born from a tree, Myrrha, 
being incestuoi.:sly engendered by her father; 
she was changed into the myrrh tree and after 
10 months brought forth Adonis (Ovid, 
Metam. 10, 312ff.) ; 4 . as a vegetative god he 
corresponds with Kore in spending one-third of 
the year Underground w ith Demeter, and one· 
third with the spring-maid Venus; 5. with his 
death the earth became barren: another Sun 
king (v. King, Sacred·)· characteristic; as was 
the trespassing on female rites, being mutilated, 
etc.; 6. his death by a boar may refer to himself 
as Boar..Cod (Sclf-Sacrifing God theme), a com· 
mon fo rm Qf the Grain-god; 7. personifying the 
Beau ty of Nature, he is the male counterpart to 
the female Beauty personification : singular in 
Venus, split-up into the Graces; 8. for the rela· 
t ion to lunar Tamm uz as shepherd ()f the flock 
of stars, v. Shepherd (cf. also Astarte); the an· 
cient Semites had a fish called Adonis, prob. 
represen ting Tammuz after he had been thrown 
into the sea at the harvest ceremony (cf. the 
flowers of the Adonis Garden). 
Adonis garden 

1. a garden of short-lived flowers, e.g. let
tuce and fenne l ('pleasant plants'), which grow 
quickly, are tended for eight days, and then 
allowed to w ither, in order to be thrown into 
the sea, w ith the image of Adonis, at his fe rt ili· 
ty festival; the gardens were often on the roofs 
(v. Isa. 17, 1H 2); v. also Plato's 'Phaedrus'; 2. 
the flowers SYmbolize his quick growth, death 
and resurrection; they were also called 'gardens 
of delight': "Thy promises are like Adonis' gar· 
dens T hat one day bloomed, and fruitful were 
the next": 1H6, 1, 6. 
aegis 

l. the name: 'goat-skin', anciently worn by 
the Goat-god Zeus (cf. his being fed by the goat 
Amalthea; v. Cornucopia), on occasions lent to 
A thene; orig. a storm-cloud surrounded by 
snaky thunderbolts; 2. the nutritive principle : 
nature (goat = fert ility); 3. protect ion, sponsor· 
ship; 4. invulnerability; 5. later i t was rein· 
forced by golden tassels, a nd Medusa's head was 
placed on it ; it was worn by unarmed Achilles 
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Aeolis 

in Iii~ (18), and' protected Hector's corpse in 
Iliad (24); 6. Apollo (IL 15) uses it to rouse 
panic (v. also Od. 22). 
Aeolis. (Aeolia) 

1. a region in Minor Asia; 2. origin of lyrical 
poetry: the Aeolian harp was a simple stringed 
in~trument with a resonance-box; the strings 
were made to VI'brate by the current of air 
(wind-god Aeolus), e.g. near an open window; 
King David is said to have had a similar instru
ment hung above his head at night; 3. grand 
airs, conceit, self-confidence; 4. given to wine, 
women, and luxurious living. 
Aeon 

1. name: 'age', 'eternity' = indefinite period 
of time; 2. the immeasurable age of the uni
verse, or the personification of it; 3. a new era 
of happiness replacing the mortal age of sor
row: Greek mysteries; 4. manifestations of god: 
spirits having a separate existence, having in
.fluence over the phases of the world's progres
sion. 
aerolite 

1. meteorite composed ahnost entirely of 
silicates; 2. spiritual life descending upon earth: 
'revelation'; 3. heavenly fire in its creative as
pect: seen as seed; stars are the unattainable 
aspect of that f'ue, and aerolites and meteorites 
(v. Meteor) are their messengers, so= angels; 4. 
the first iron used by man; 5. its magic power: 
healing and purifying. 
aeroplane 

1. dream: ambition and success (height
syrnbolism); 2. in folklore generally the same 
rules for safety apply as for ships; e.g. v. Nun; v. 
also Gremlin. 
Africa 

1. youth: youthful strength (= physical) of 
the lion; the 'youngest' continent; primitive
ness; 2. land of fabulous wealth: "I speak of 
Africa and golden joys": 2H4 5, 3; 3. (since 
AriJtotle and Pliny) the continent from which 
always something new (e.g. a monster) is to be 
expected. 
afterbirth 

folklore: 1. having been intimately con
nected with the child it controls the infant's 
fate: when it is properly cared for the child will 
prosper; 2. the number of lumps in an after
birth will tell you the nurn ber of children the 
mother will have after that one; 3. it must be 
buried, preferably at the chimney-corner of tlie 
house. 
afternoon 

1. 'the posteriors of this day' (LLL 5, 1) = 
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the latter part of life; 2. a worn-out, languorous 
state: the land of the Lotus eaters was "A land 
In which it seemed always afternoon": Ten
nyson; 3. autumn; 4. folklore: "In the old 
of the moon, a cloudy morning bodes a fair 
afternoon" (proverb). 
agate 

1. numerous kinds: carnelian, amethyst, 
quartz, jasper, opal, onyx, flint, etc.; from of 
old they have been artificially stained (which 

' accounts for some of the names above); many 
are found in Scotland: "Scotch pebbles"; 2. 
they are said to give: a. calmness; b. courage; c. 
eloquence; d. health; e. longevity; f. sanctity; g. 
wealth; j. success (used as paperweights by 
businessmen, or paper-knives made of it); 3. 
they are a charm against: a. snake-bite; b. con
tagious diseases; c. the evil eye; 4. it is often 
used to make cameos or figurines (gods and god
desses) or mottoes; v.LLL 2, 1: "His heart, 
like an agate, with your print impressed"; 5. 
therefore very small persons: Queen Mab 
"comes In shape no bigger than an agate-stone" : 
Rom. 1, 4; also Ado 3, 1; 6. tribe of Naphtali 
on the High-priest's breastplate; 7. was brought 
from Tyre: Eze. 27, 16; 8. "And I will make 
thy windows (of the future Zion) of agates, and 
thy gates of carbuncles": Isa. 54, 12; 9. modern 
uses: a. ornament-amulet; b. balances; c. manu
facture of small pestles and mortars; d. burnish
ers; e. writing styles; f. umbrella-handles; g. 
seals. 
Ages of Manlkind) 

1. generally a division into four (material 
world), like the moon-phases, seasons, points of 
the compass; 2. Classical Golden, Silver, Bronze 
and Iron (cf. Nebuchadnezzar and Dante, Inf. 
14, 4-120) = involution (q.v.): from the purest 
to the most malleable, also in personal life; 3. 
the states of Man in the Ages: A. Golden: a. 
happiness and fertility were universal; b. pure 
innocence and joyousness, without evil or sin; 
c. age of Cronus-Saturn; B. Silver: a. meri 
ceased to revere gods, knew evil, and fell to 
killing each other; b. childhood (with illness) 
lasted 100 years, and adult life was short; C. 
Bronze: a powei:ful race of cruel, hard humans 
with metal tools, constantly fighting, con
demned to wander in Hades; D. Iron: a. Greek: 
the age of sin, in which Zeus let loose the 
Deluge, which drowned everyone except Deuca
lion and Pyrrha; b. the last and most degraded 
per~od. in the existence of the human race: de
generate, impious, unj_ust; 

4. Ages of Man 

0-10 
L0-20 
20-30 
30-40 
40-50 
50-60 
60-70 
70-80 
80-90 
90-100 

(M.A.) +animal symbols 
male female 
calf/puppy quail 
calf/he-goat dove 
bull magpie 
lion peahen 
fox hen 
wolf goose 
tom-cat/dog vulture 
tom-cat/dog owl 
ass bat 
Death Death; 

5. Nebuchadnezzar's Vision and Daniel's 
four beasts: (Dan. 2, 32ff.; cf. Dante's four 
beasts): A. Gold: the image's head: Nebuchad
nezzar himself: the lion; B. Silver: image's 
breast and arms: empire of the Medes: the bear; 
C. Brass (or Bronze): belly and thighs: empire 
of the Persians: leopard; D. Iron: image's legs 
(his feet part iron, and part clay): Alexander's 
empire: the fourth; 6. Ages of Man acc. to Vico 
(influence on Joyce, etc.): a. divine, theocratic, 
religious, fables, hieroglyphs, Genesis; b. heroic, 
aristocratic, marriage, conflict, metaphysics, 
ages of Troy and King Arthur; c. human, demo
cratic, burial, abstract language, Pericles, De
cline of Rome, Modem Times; d. confusion, 
'ricorso', chaos, the Fall of Rome, heralding the 
return of the first period: the Christian era; 
each cycle ends in a thunderclap. 
Agnes, St. 

1. -Eve: (January 20): a girl who performs 
certain forms of divination, will discover the 
visage of her future husband; 2. v. Cake, Dumb. 
agnus castus 

1. 'castus' came through a misunderstanding 
of the Gr. word agnos = the name of a tree; 
other names are: Chaste Tree, Abraham's Balm; 
2. its blossom symbolizes: a. coldness: acc. to 
Pliny the priestesses of Ceres made their beds of 
that fragrant plant, in order to keep their chas
tity (24, 38); b. command. 
agrimony 

1. a slender perennial· herb of the rose
f amily with ovary-burrs and yellow flowers . 
(used for dye); 2. blossom: gratitude; 3. medici
nal: as herb-tea, esp. against dysentery. 
ailanthus 

1. orig. a tropical tree, which got its (doubt
ful) name from an Amboyna word, meaning: 
"tree of the gods"; it is grown for its shade and 
for its leaves, which are the favourite food of 
the silk-worm; it has small greenish flowers and 
was introduced into England in 1751; 2. virtue 
growing out of, but unsullied by, sin: it is a 
graceful tree growing on rubbish heaps; cf. the 

Alastor 

Lotus; 3. valued by cabinet-makers; 4. T.S. 
Eliot: "rank-": harbingers of spring. 
air 

1. the first element: when compressed, or 
concentrated, it creates heat or fire, from which 
all other elements are derived; 2. the first essen
tial need of human life; 3. the creative breath of 
life = a. speech, the Logos, q.v.; b. (as stormy 
wind) Creation; rel. to the Supreme Being; v. 
Wind; 4. space; medium for movement and the 
emergence of life-processes; 5. related to light
ness (classical colour: yellow, being related 
to the Sun); 6. freedom as dematerialization, 
the final dissolution into thin air, so it means: 
a. eternity, infinity; b. heaven; c. the immate
rial, soul; 7. rel. to scent: a. memories, nostal
gia; b. emotions (also rel. to 'heat' and 'cold'); 
8. pure mountain-air (height-symbolism): a. 
heroic and solitary thought; b. a reasoning per
son; 9. Hebraic.Christian: realm of Satan; 10. 
Greek: a. the Greeks sometimes adored the 
purer air ("aether") as representing Zeus, . and 
the (lower) thicker air surrounding us as Hera, 
or as Athena; .Q. sometimes they made it into a 
separate deity whose wife was the Moon and 
whose daughter was the dew; 11. a/ch.: one of 
the names of Prime Matter; 12. Tarot: an ele
ment of the spade-suit, linking atmosphere and 
aether in space: bearer of divine 111essage; 13. 
(esp. the 'fresh' night) air was considered dan
gerous: "pursue him now, lest the device (= 
madness) take air and taint": Tw. N. 3, 4. 
alabaster 

1. anciently a hard marble-like carbonate of 
lime, deriving its name from Alabastron in 
Egypt; 2. used for sacred vessels to hold pet' 
fumes and unguents (e.g. Callimachus H4, 
13ff.); 3. an 'alabaster-box' (= jug with a very 
narrow top, of which, acc. to Mark, the girl 
broke the neck) : was used by Maria to anoint 
Christ's feet; v. Matth. 26, 7ff., Mark 14, 3ff., 
John 12, 3ff.; cf. Pliny (36, 12); 4. often used 
in comparison with a woman's fair skin. 
Aladdin('s Lamp) 

I. in the 'Arabian Nights' the ·indolent,"Iicen- . 
tious son of a poor tailor; 2. magic source of 
wealth; 3. P,sych.: the lamp and the genius 
emerging from it after rubbing it: male mastur
bation and its objectified emotional conse
quence;·its female counterpart is Pandora's box. 
Alastor 

1. evil genius: the Spirit of Revenge, (e.g. 
Nemesis or Erinyes) haunting a family, often 
handed on from one generation to another; cf. 
the House of Atreus and the Scottish clans; 2. 
M.A.: a spirit of evil carrying out Satan's sen
tences; 3. a man's inner evil genius driving him 
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alb(·e) 

to sin; 4. Shelley: "the spirit of Solitude": 
idealist seeking the counterpart of his solitary 
high thoughts on earth, and, not finding them, 
dies, while "many worms and beasts and men 
live on". 
alb(e) 

1. anciently the ' tunica alba', the under
tunic, was the ord inary dress in the Greek and 
Roman world; 2. later esp. the pagan priests, 
worshipping female de ities, assumed this (fem i
nine) attire, e.g. the priests of Cybele; 3. a 
Christian pr iest's white robe; the garment esp. 
for : a. baptism; b. death ; 4. a reference to 
Christ's mock robe; 5. chastity, purity: covering 
the priest's body completely; 6. eternal joy; 7. 
"And that ye put on the new man which after 
God is created in righteousness and true· holi
ness" (Eph. 4, 24); 8. the garment worn by new 
converts from the Saturday before Easter to the 
first Sunday after Easter. 
albatros 

1. the name may be derived from Gr. 
' bucket' as it was believed to carry water in its 
pouch; or it is derived from Port. "alcatraz" = a 
cormorant, or from Sp. " alcatruz" =pelican, or 
'alba catras' = frigate-bird; 2. it is the largest 
bird on earth, and lays only one single egg; 
other sailor terms are 'Cape Sheep' , 'Molly
hawk', etc.; 3. they d ischarge a disagreeable 
.musky oil from mouth and nostrils when dis
turbed (e.g. caught by a baited hook, taken on 
board, and made endless fun of by sailor s, be
cause of their clumsy movements and even sea
sickness) ; 4. they have an elabo~ately stylized 
courtship performance; 5. symbolizes: a. tire
less and enormous flight s; b. long sea-voyages 
and distant seas (South Sea); 6. D. Thomas: 
" hanging albatros": guilt; 7. f olk lore: flying 
round the ship in mid-ocean: omen of wind and 
bad weather; it is unlucky to kill it (v. Cole
ridge's " Ancient Mariner") : like the gull and 
the stormy petrel it embodies the soul of a dead 
_sailor ; yet the belief was none too widespread : 
many were killed for their plumes;· tobacco
pouches were made from its webbed fee t, the 
skin was used for feather rugs and the bones for 
pipe-stems. • 
Albion 

1. Britain, already called thus by the Greeks; 
the Romans thought the wort! was connected 
with 'albus', referring to the White Cliffs of 
Dover ; 2. Blake: Man fallen; his daughters are 
the natural functions of man, weaving the 
body; they were twelve, named after the char
acters in G. of Monmouth , with the exception 
of Boadicea. 
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alchemy 
A. the (symbolic) proces of t urning a baser 

matter into gold, esp. developed in Egypt; in 
the rela tion macro- to microcosm it means: il
lumination or salvation; based on some Greek 
principles the Arabs extended alchemy to its 
later proportions; in England Roger Bacon was 
the first name in this field ; 

B. usuaJly there are Four Stages (prior ele
ments: the inherent possibilities of the Cosmos, 
or of Man): I. Prime Matter: Black, copper 
turned into black oxide, 'killing' it: the ele
mentary organization of inherent possibilities, 
the unconscious, the instincts; the soul in its 
original condition, latent forces, guilt; 2. Mer
cury: White (a silver-coloured alloy with mer
cury or arsenic) : lunar and fem inine, the first 
purification, imagination and feeling, the 
'minor work'; 3. Sulphur: Red: solar and mas
culine, deeper purification : reason, in tuition, 
passion; 4 . Lapis: ·cold: absolute synthesis 
(Jung's individuation), transcendence, 'the 
greater work'; 

C. operations (summed up in ' solve et coa
gula'): 1. calcination: death of the profane; 2. 
putrefaction: separation; 3. solution : purifica
tion ; 4. distillation: 'rain' of purified matter = 
the elements of salvation ; 5. conjunction: join
ing of opposites (alcohol); 6. sublimation: de
tachment from the world + dedication to spiri
tual striving = ascension of the Volatile(= spiri
tual principle) ; Prometheus; angel; 7. (philo
sophic) congelation: binding of fixed (male) 
with the volatile (= female = 'saved' variable) 
principles; 

D. Sexes together forming the perfect Her
maphrodite (q.v.) : man (sulphur) + woman 
(mercury); 

E. the principles to be d istinguished in the 
Transmutation: 

(spirit) 

Suiphur 
(= any heat) 

(soul) 

Mercury 

fiery principle, volatile princ., 
masculine action 

(Hermes) 

(matter) 

Sal (=any 
chrys taliza
tion) 

solid princ., 
feminine; 

F. animal sym bols of the stages (not clear ly 
specified): raven - swan - dragon - pelican -
phoenix. 
alcohol 

l. 'aqua vitae' : fire + water = 'conjunction' 
(v. Alchemy); 2. when burning: a mystery: fe-

11111lc water with master fire; 3. in Britain the 
11~1111 1 raw material was honey, which was fer-
1111·11ted into mead, which could be distilled 
1w11i11; in Ireland oats and barley, giving beer, 
1l i~tl llcd into usquebaugh ; in Sco tland malted 
h,orley, turned into beer, and that distilled into 
Aqua Vitae, or Whiskey: it should share the 
111,1 in ct peat-taste with the peat-smell of the 
tweed. 
• lcove 

I. ctym.: Hebr.: ' the vault'; 2. vault or tent 
11..cd by the women of Kadeshoth to prostitute 
I hem selves in sy mpathetic magic fo r Baal-peor; 
motion; 3. the female sexual parts: child-birth, 
the doorway into the world. 
Aldebaran 

1. orange (reddish) in colour, it is one of the 
1\iant four royal stars, one of the guardians of 
the heavens, in the constellation Taurus; 2. the 
eye of Hyades, the Bull's eye (Taurus); 3. as the 
name (Ar. 'al debaran' ='the follower') suggests 
he is the follower (of the Pleiades). · 
alder 

1. general: a. the Black Alder (Alnus gluti
nosa) was the most widespread species, having a 
very dark bark; b. grows by rivers, and generally 
in wet places; therefore in landscape rel. to fens 
and moors (v. Vergil, Georg. 2, 110); c. good to 
grow grass under (opp. of the Ash); d. water
rcsistant: used for buildings, foundations; e. its 
leaves cure tumours; 

2. rel. to fire: a. connected with smiths' and 
potters' fire as charcoal; b. sacred to Phoroneus, 
an oracular hero, inventor of fire; also sacred to 
Astarte and her son, the F ire-god; c. connected 
with Greek spring and fire-festivals; d. typifies 
fire by its reddish bark; e. (+ wa ter-resistance:) 
the power of fire to free the earth from water; 
f. when cut, the white turns red like a man 
bleeding; 

3. re l. to death: a. in general connected with 
sepulchral islands, e.g. Calypso's island, where 
it is mentioned with other trees of resurrec
t ion (white poplar and willow), the horned 
owls, etc.; these islands usually were also pro
phetic; b. sacred to the death-god Cronos and 
Celtic Bran; c. Phaeton's sisters, grieving over 
his death, were t ransformed into alders (Vergil's 
Eel 6, 62f.); d. Pliny (16, 45): unlucky and 
cursed because it never bears fru it (cf. tamarisk 
and poplar); 

4. rel. to resurrection: a. v. 3, a; b. Celtic: 
emergence of the solar year, therefore sacred, 
and felling one is still thought to bring fire to a 
house; in the Celtic t ree-alphabet it may refer 
to Fearn, comprising the period between March 
19 and April 15, including the spring-equinox: 

Alexander the Great 

from the first bloom till the drying up of the 
floods; 5. fo rm: slenderness: e.g. Ovid (Metam. 
13, 790); 6. water-resistant: a. v. l, d ; b. in 
Jove's Iron Age d id the rivers first feel the hol
lowed alder(= boats): Vergil (Georg. l, 136); c. 
the green of its flowers connects it with water 
(v. Green); it is also the fairies' colour, the pro
tective camouflage of those seeking escape in 
the 'green-wood'; 7. rel. to the Cow-Goddess ; in 
Ireland milk-pails used to be made of it; 8. 
music: its green branches made godd whistles 
and (musical) pipes; 9. her.: a. solidity; b. firm
ness (again v. I, d); 10. forbidden as a substitute 
fo r palm in the Jewish Feast of the Tabernacles, 
whereas willow could be used; 11. in the whole 
Mediterranean area it is the counterpart of the 
cornet (= Dogwood, q.v.) in the North. 
ale 

1. d ivine fluid: Norse; v. Beer; 2. often con
nected with festivals of brewing or drinking: 
e.g. October Ale , Whitsun Ale, Audit Ale(= ale 
of a special quality brewed at certain colleges at 
certain universities), bridal ale, harvest ale; also 
' to go the ale with a Christian' = a church-ale, 
which was a parish fest ival: ref. Gent. 2, 5. 
alehouse 

I. for the unfavourable comparison with an 
inn, v. Inn; 2. Blake: the Joys of Life. 
Alexander the Great 

1. prob. the unicorn ('rem') of the O.T.; e.g. 
Dan. 8, 21, where he is the rough goat "and the 
great horn that is between his eyes is the first 
king"; or the leopard with four wings; 2. sweet 
smell: Plutarch, apart from describing Alexan
der's extreme beauty, especially comments on 
his sweet smell, even after death: the corpse 
remained without burial for several days, in a 
hot country, yet was clean and did not smell; 
ref. to this in Ham. 5, I ; 3. a favourite subject 
in the Middle Ages: a. seen as Pride coming to a 
bad end; even sometimes compared to that wily 
snake in Paradise; b. for the Court-poets he was 
the ideal example of a sovereign and knight: 
one of the Nine Heroes (with Hector and Caesar 
the only three pagan ones); v. also: "Fathers 
that, like so many Alexanders, Have in these 
parts from morn t ill even fought And sheathed 
their swords fo r lack of argument": HS , 3, l ; c. 
the best-known legend (Historia Proeliis): 
Alexander wrote to his mother of his journey 
to heaven: he made a throne lo which two grif
fins (or eagles) were chained; he held a stick 
with a bait before them, and thus made·them 
fly till a d ivine power overshadowed him and 
sent t hem down ; he had flown till the earth 
looked no more than a threshing-floor; the 
Christian expla nation: Spiritual Pride and Curi-
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alexandrite 

osity coming to a fall (although he had written 
he came down very smoothly) ; the threshing
floor (q.v.) is typical for the omphalos-view of 
the world; he had the dream under a plane-tree 
(q.v.); d. his extremely rich, Macedonian-style 
grave has never been found. 
alexandrite 

A. a variety of chry~oberyl found in the 
Ural Mountains, first discovered in 1833 and 
named after Czar Alexander II: a. its colour: 
green in daylight and red in artificial light; b. 
national stone of Russia: also because red and 
green are the military colours of Russia; c. 
undying devotion; d. month: June; this is a 
20th cent. expansion, beside the traditional 
pearl for that month; B. the Alexandrite Sap
phire: blue in daylight and reddish or violet in 
artificial light. 
algum tree 

1. the A.V. rendering for what will probably 
have been 'sandalwood' ; it was brought from 
Ophir (prob. some part of India) with gold, 
etc.; v. 2 Chron. 2, 8, and 1 Kings 10, 11; v. 
also Sandalwood; 2. it was considered very pre
cious, used for the construction of the pillars of 
the Temple, for the king (Hiram)'s house, and 
the inlaying of stairs, harps and psalteries. 
al(llerion 

1. her. : eagle without beak or claws, with 
wings outspread and tips pointing downward; 
cf. Martlet (her.) ; 2. one lamed or maimed in 
war; 3. example in the Montmorency arms. 
allspice · 

1. a dried, nearly ripe berry of the pimento 
tree, of the myrtle family; the 'pimenta' name 
was due to its being mistaken for a pepper; it is 
certainly used as such; 2. compassion and Jan. 
guishing. 
almond tree 

1. herald of spring: a. the first to bloom and 
has fruit jn March (Pliny 16, 42); b. it has 
white-rose blossoms already in January and 
Aaron's Rod blossomed and yielded almonds 
when he was elected as priest (Num. 17, 8); c. a 
hoary head is often compared to its blossom; d. 
hope; e. almond and mulberry: the middle 'be
tween haste and slowness: the mulberry is the 
last to blossom ; f. since it blossoms so early it is 
liable to be destroyed by frost, so: a. headless
ness; b. indiscretion ; c. haste; 

2. the watcher, vigilance: a. divine approval; 
b. through a Hebrew pun between 'almond' and 
'I wake' the following passage can be explained: 
when the Lord asked Jeremiah what he saw, he 
said: "I see a rod of an almond tree. Then said 
the Lord unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I 
will hasten rn_y word to perform it", i.e. to 
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watch over Israel: Jer. 1, llf.; 
3. fruitfulness: a. vulva of phallicism, e.g. 

Aaron's Rod blossoming; b. peeled in stripes 
almond-branches were probably used by Jacob 
in his fertility-rite to produce striped lambs: 
Gen. 30, 37; c. as the 'womb of the world' 
it is an emblem for the Virgin Mary's fruit
fulness; d. the bowls of the Menorah (seven
branched candelabra) must be formed like the 
leaves of an almond-flower; e. the Tree of 
Life: Phrygia; f. candied almonds are distrib
uted at weddings in Italy; and at Baptism; g. an 
almond-tree grew out of the male parts of the 
hermaphrodite Agdistis; its nuts fe rtilized a 
river-nymph (Pausanias 7, 17); 

4. virginity, self-production: a. Aaron's Rod 
bringing forth fruit without fertilization; b. 
connected with the Virgin Mary (Vesica Pisces); 

5. Trinity, the Lord of the World: a. sacred 
to Hennes, Jchova, Mercury (acc. to a doubtful 
etym.); b. rel. to the aureole completely sur
rounding divine persons: v. Mandorla; 

6. Jacob's ladder: Jacob changed the name 
of the place where he had seen the ladder, from 
'Luz' (= almond) to 'Beth-el' (= House of El, 
God); 

7. sweetness, delicacy (esp. in Canaan), 
which Joseph's brothers carried to Egypt: Gen. 
43, 11 ; 

8. in general the Biblical function of the 
almond is that of the Hazel in the West, so it is 
also prophetic: a. v. 2, b; b.when " the almond 
trees shall flourish" : Eccl. 12, 5 predicts the 
hour of death or the Last Judgment; 

9. rel. to death: a. Demophon's brother 
Acamas' wife, killing herself in grief over her 
husband's delay in returning from Troy; b. cya
nide is supposed to taste like 'bitter almonds'; 

10. v. Serpent and Aaron's Rod. 
aloe 

1. a juicy plant from which a bitter resin 
was taken, medicinally used as a purgative, vul
nerary, digestive, astringent, etc.; 2. geneial 
symbolism: a. bitterness, grief, contempt; b. 
superstition; c. affection; 3. the plant men
tioned in the Old Testament was prob. of a 
different species; references: a. symbol of fertil-. 
ity: Num. 24, 6; b. one of the principal per
fumes, e.g. on the bed of the 'strange woman' : 
Prov. 7, 17; c. the garments of the Elect (king) 
smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia; d. almost the 
sanie mixture was used to embalm Christ (ac
cording to Hebrew custom): John 19, 39. 
alphabet 

1. general: a. invented by the Three Fates 
(or 10) and Palamedes (sacred bird: crane, q .v.), 
or Cadmus; b. Hermes used wedge-shaped char-

ucters because the cranes fly in wedge-forma
lion; c. for the Celtic Tree-Alphabet: v. Calen
dar; 2. special combinations: a. Alpha and 
Omega: a. Alpha = beginning = compasses (acc. 
10 its shape), an attribute of Creative God; also 

bird and upper abyss; b. Omega: torch (acc. 
lo shape), the end: the end of apocalyptic de
~Lruct ion by fire; = fish and lower abyss; b. 
Aleph and Tau: Rabbinical Shekinah, rel. to 
Isa. 41, 4; v. T. 
altar 

1. general: a. "table of the gods"; b. the 
navel of the earth; 'altar'= 'high place'; c. modi
fied form of 'pillar': Creator; d. in general 
burnt-offer altars were round, square, or oval, 
but always directed towards the east (rising 
sun) and always lower than the image of the 
god for whom the altar was meant; it was deco
rated with the emblems of that god: e.g. laurel 
for Apollo; e. sacrifices to lower gods were 
made at any level, those of the higher gods at 
the level of the sun; for the sacrifices to the 
gods of the Underworld (chthonic deities) a 
ditch or trench was used; 

2. general symbolism: a. devotion, worship; 
b. sacrifice; c. faith; 

3. Old Testament: a. its form was essentially 
the same as that of the altars in surrounding 
countries (Arabic, Mesopotamian, etc.), i.e. 
'horned': having four horns at the corners (v. 
Horn); b. orig. it had to be made of unhewn 
stone: a tool (esp. iron) would pollute it; nei
ther was it to have steps (so that the priest's 
nakedness would not be 'discovered'): Ex. 20, 
24- 6 ; b. Solomon's was of bronze (or brass): 
!Kings 8, 64; 2Kings 16, 14; 2Chron. 4, 1; c. in 
Ezekiel's vision ·no material is mentioned, but 
the three steps are: Eze. 43, l3ff.; d. post
Exilian: unhewn stone, 'according to the law': 
!Mace. 4, 47 ; e. Herod's temple: still had the 
horns and was placed on a slight slope to avoid 
the prohibition of steps; iron tools were still 
forbidden ; f. there were burnt-offer altars, in
cense altars, etc. (v. Sacrifice); 

4. Middle Ages: a. the form is that of the 
present-<lay altars, always having one or three 
steps (never the antagonistic two); the steps 
evoked the following association: a. height
symbolism; cf. Osiris also had a stepped throne; 
b. grades of perfection; b. = Christ; c. = the 
Cross; d. a priest going up to the altar = Jesus 
leaving Mary's womb (sic!); e. the human heart 
on which Christ's sacrifice is repeated (Bruno of 
Segni); f . the left side: the Jews: the Epistle is 
read on the left side; the right side: the pagans: 
the Gospel is read there; g. the al tar-cloth: 
Christ's shroud; 

5. sanctuary for malefactors: here the im-

Amazon 

portance of the horns of the altar is evident: 
they had to cling to the horns so as not to 
be molested; 

6. her.: sometimes used, with or without 
burning incense; il meant: thanksgiving, faith, 
humility, veneration; 

7. Sacrifice, Horn, etc. 
alyssum 

I. the name: 'a-lyssa' = 'no madness' (Alys
sus was an Arcadian fountain where madness 
was cured); it generally has white flowers, some
times violet, is fragrant, and blooms a long sea
son; it belongs to the mustard family, and is 
often called 'Sweet Alyssum' ; other name: 
'madwort'; 2. exemplary modesty; 3. emblem 
of Tranquillity. 
amaranth 

A. I. name of an imaginary flower in poet
ry, which is supposed never to fade: 'unwither~ 
ing' ; it can be revived by simple moistening in 
winter for chaplets; 2. the flower was envious 
of the rose, which is desirable in the eyes of 
gods and men, bu t the rose dies soon, and an 
amaranth blows forever: Aesop; 3. love of god, 
excluding all other affections: "Ah! is Thy 
love indeed A weed, albeit an amaranthine 
weed, Suffering no flowers except its own to 
mount?": Fr. Thomson: "Hound of Heaven"; 
it likes being plucked ; 4. immortality and in
corruptibility; 

B. I. a genus of plants to which the dark-red 
Love-lies-ableeding (=A. candatus), the prince's 
feather (A. hybridus hypochondriacus), 
Joseph's coat (A. Tricolor) belong; they should 
not have too rich soil (get larger leaves and 
smaller flowers); the Globe A. belongs to an
other genus and is a tropical plant; 2. symbol.: 
a. fai th; b. unfading love, stability; c. cheerful
ness; d. indifference; e. decorum-emblem: it 
always preserves its beauty. 
Amaryllis 

A. a person: a feminine Latin name, mean· 
ing country-girl, rustic sweetheart, shepherdess: 
v. Theocritus ("Serenade"), Vergil (Eel l); "To 
sport with Amaryllis in the shade, Or with the 
tangles of Neaera's hair": Milton ("Lycidas" 
69); . 

B. I. a flower, which derived its name from 
that girl, resembling a lily (though gardeners 
call more flowers by that name); the species A. 
belladona cannot stand frost, has a big bulb and 
its leaves only appear when the flowers wither; 
2. symbolizes: a. overwhelming beauty (refers 
to the actual flower); b. pride, vanity, fierceness; 
c. timidity (refers to the lowly shepherdess). 
Amazon 

I. e tym. is doubtful: 'a-mazos' = 'breastless' 
is highly improbable; there is a legend that they 
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amber 

destroyed their right breasts so as not to be 
hampered when using the bow; 2. some say 
they mated with strangers and kept only the 
girls, sending the boys back to their fathers, 
etc.; 3. v. Hercules; they were also related to 
Theseus; his story resembles that about Alexan
der the Great; the latter was often given Diony
sus' feats, and Dionysus' name was also linked 
to that of the Amazons, who were sometimes 
his enemies, sometimes his followers; the em
peror Nero always carried about with him a· 
figurine of an - with fine legs; 4. v. Lilith; 5. 
the Amazone stone: called after the river of 
that name, though also found in Russia and 
Madagascar; a variety of feldspar; it symbolizes 
friend ship. 
amber 

1. general: true amber is a fossil resin of 
extinct coniferous trees that flourished along 
the Baltic coast; Ar. 'anbar' = Sp. 'ambar', is rel. 
to ambergris, but of doubtful etym.; some have 
suggested am-ber = sun-father; in the Old Stone 
Age it was already used for ornamental and me
dicinal purposes, so it has been found e .g. at 
Stonehenge and Mycenean tombs; often insect 
or plant fossils were found in it, enhancing its 
(magic) value by its rareness; 

2. myth.: a. the tears of the Heliades, 
mourning the death of their brother Phaeton, 
changed into amber, which, carried by the river, 
was then worn by Latin brides (v. also 3): Ovid 
(Metam. 2, 365), Apoll. Rhodius (Arg. 4, 
597ff.); b. Freya's tears turned to amber when 
she searched for Svipdag; c. Pliny gives a list of 
(discarded) myths about its origin (37, llff.);. 

3. sun, fertility: a. Old Testament: a. at ·the 
theophany of Sun-Jehova in Ezekiel (I, 4) the 
amber of his chariot may be the colour of met
al, but God had the colour of amber from the 
loins up, with fire beneath; b. gem of the t ribe 
of Benjamin who may have functioned as the 
New Year Sun-child-king; b. Greek: sacred to 
Apollo-Helios; c. connected with the paternal 
cult of the Hyperborean Apollo, whose temple 
Stonehenge may have been; d. Freya's precious 
necklace Brisingamen was madt; !;If amber; Freya 
is related to the sun and fertility in many ways: 
she was the wife of the sun-god, she was the 
Mother-goddes of fertility and love (the coun
terpart of Venus), she wore a falcon-garb (sun
bird), and rode a boar (sun-animal); 

4. immortality: a. on Scandinavian tombs 
amber axes were found to symbolize immortali
ty (rel. to the Ansate cross); b. amber was gen
erally believed to speed the dead on their jour
neys; c. the word may be related to 'ambrosia' 
(q.v.), the drink of the immortals; 
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5. electricity: Gr. 'amber'= 'elektron': a. it 
is really resistant to electricity (excellent insula
tion), but becomes negatively charged by fric
tion, so the Gr. 'elektron' stood for the attrac
tion of objects (beside its sun-colour); b. it was 
generally endowed with (magic) strength and 
thus also connected with lightning; 

6. medicinal: A. givllig: a. strength in gener
al; b. happiness and Jong life to brides, babies; 
c. protection in battle to warriors; B. prevents 
or cures: a. goitre and o ther throat-trouble ; b. 
lunacy (moon-disease); 

7. magic: a. as amulets worn by women in 
Rome against witchcraft; b. as a necklace : 
chokes the wearer who tells lies; 

8. Rome levied it as tribute from the 
Britons; 

9. anciently special 'amber-routes' were 
known from the Mediterranean to the Baltic; 

10. Roman ladies carried balls of amber in 
their hands either as scent or for warm th; ref.: 
Juvenal (Sat. 6): 'clammy amber'. 
ambergris 

1. a morbid secretion of the intestines of the 
spermwhale, of a greyish colour (at first black), 
found floating in tropical and whale-haunted 
seas; 2. used in making perfume (orig. a musky 
smell); 3. used medicinally, e.g. for catarrhs and 
nervous diseases; 4. general stimulant, but esp. 
aphrodisiac (and less killing than phosphor); it 
was taken as powder, lavement interieur, loz
enges, etc. 
ambrosia 

1. myth.: a. the name: 'a-mbrotos' = immor
tal; it has also been connected with amber(gris) 
(q.v.) with its miraculous properties; b. immor
tality-giving food (though some think 'drink') 
of the gods; sometimes it is thought of as an 
unguent; 2. anything appetizing, esp. a per
fumed draught; often also used as a libation. 
America 

1. Blake: a. Freedom, Liberty; b. Realm of 
the Body (Tharmas); c. the West; 2. folklore: a 
nursery-rhyme used when playing with a small 
child: "American jump, American jump, One -
two - three; Under the water, under the sea, 
Catching fishes for my tea, - Dead or alive?". 
amethyst 

A, the name: 'a-methu' =· 'non-intoxication'; 
easy to engrave; B. period: a. birthstone fo r 
February; when worn by those born then it 
brings: a. fame in the arts; b. a high degree of 
altruism; b. Zodiac: Pisces (acc. to some: Aqua
rius); C. its general virtue: a. it means: 1. deep 
love, but sometimes dalliance: "an amethyst, 
Which married bachelors hang in their ears" 
John Ford ('Broken Heart' 4, 2); 2. happiness, 

w1•11l1h : 3. humility; 4. sincerity; 5. penitence 
(p1111)lc colour); 6. chastity; b. it brings: 1. 
1 1111 ru)le; 2. freedom from temptation, peace of 
111lml, a meditative state; 3. happiness, pleasant 
1h c111ns; 4. love; 5. judgment (Hebrew); 6. safe-
1 v In peace and war, esp. the latter (Egypt); 7. 
II mollifies the attitudes of one's superiors; c. a 
t'/111r111 against: 1. theft, hail, and locusts; 2. 
111•1vousness; 3. contagious d iseases; 4. intoxica-
1 Ion: jealous Diana changed a nymph who was 
loved by Bacchus into a column-amethyst; 
~Ince then the Bacchus-stone protects one from 
lnloxication; cups were made of it to allow un
limited drinking; D. colour: violet to purple; E. 
I lcbrew: a. on the High-Priest's Breastplate: the 
I ii be of Gad (or, Manasseh = "forgetfulness"); 
ll. v. C, b, 5; F. Christian: gem of the episcopy, 
symbolizing absolution, etc.; G. her.: the colour 
or the nobleman's escutcheon. 
amice (R.C. parament) 

1. an oblong or square piece of white linen, 
worn by priests under the alb about the neck 
nnd shoulders; orig. also covering the head like 
u hood; 2. purity of heart and soul (covering 
reins and heart); 3. purity of voice and throat; 
4. (when put on the head:) 'galea salutis': 
' helmet of salvation'; 5. cloth of Christ's blind
fo lding at the Mocking. 
amphibian 

I. in general a hated symbol: the opposite 
of the bird; 2. the first step outside the moth
er-water of man('s predecessors); 3. man: part
ing of spirit and matter. 
amphisbaena 

1. a fabulous worm-lizard: it had a head at 
both ends (in the actual species the head is 
thinned, just like its short tail; hence the mis
take); therefore it can move backwards or for
wards; sometimes it has claws of a bird, or 
wings of a bat; 2. her.: 'keeper of the Great 
Secret'; 3. the horror of any ambivalent situa
tion; 4. folklore: a. an amulet against feverish 
chills: it can stand cold so well, it eve11 appears· 
before the cuckoo is heard; b. a pregnant 
woman stepping over one miscarries. ' 
anchor 

1. name: Gr. 'angura' = ' hook', 'angle'; the 
ancient Greeks, however, only had a bag of 
stones, o r logs of wood loaded with lead; those 
may have been the ' four anchors' thrown out at 
the stern in Acts 27, 29; 2. sometimes it is re
presented upside-down, or with a crescent or a 
star: a. to denote its mystic nature; b. to com
bine its meaning to that of the added symbol; 
3. symbolizes: a. shipping in general, the navy, 
a naval victory; b. hope (the 'anchor of the 
soul' : Hehr. 6, 19); c. patience, steadfastness, 

androgyne 

tranquillity; d. support, safety: e. maleness 
(Freud); also seen as cruss + crescent = life 
(male and female); f. help in danger (her.); 4. 
ancient Mary-monogram: the cross (shank and 
stock) of the anchor has become the body of 
Christ, rising from the horizontal b lades in the 
form of the Crescent-Mary; 5. an anchor ser· 
pent twined: crescent moon (female, vulva, ark, 
etc.) + mast (phallus, male) around which the 
serpent (fertility, life) = fecundity; 6. for 
anchor-cross: v. Cross. 
Ancient of Days 

1. described as having a white garment, hair 
'like the pure wool'; his throne, like the fiery 
flame with wheels (= moveable; Sun?); he has 
parallels in Babylonia and Egypt; 2 . one of the 
names of god: v. Man; 3. v. Great Goddess. 
and 

I. the typical conjunction used in dream
descriptions (Freud); 2. used in a summing-up 
of d isagreeable things, accusations, etc. in a 
complaint; cf. T.S. Eliot's "Journey of the 
Magi", after Pound's "Exile's Letter". 
Andrew 

A. Saint: a. one of the apostles in Christiani
ty; patron-saint of Scotland and Russia; b. gov
erns Cancer ; c. attr.: a boat and a scallop (fish
erman); St. Andrew's Cross (v. Cross) ; serpent
shaped demons; two books; B. Merry A ndrew: 
a. buffoon attending Andrew Borde, the eccen

. tric physician to Henry Vlll; b. old plays: the 
typical man-servant; with Abigail, the typical 
waiting-woman, as his female counterpart. 
androgyne 

I. male + female; all-father + all-mother; 
bride + groom; in nature it does occur, e.g. the 
leech, and such plants as arum-lily; 2 . mother 
name for the Fool in the Tarot pack; 3. loss of 
the sense of separateness of personality ; 4. rites 
often performed by priests in fem ale attire, esp. 
when in the service of a female goddess like 
Cybele (and the dual nature of Christ); v. e.g. 
the Albe; fertility prnstitution of man or 
woman; 5. productive powers of nature, life
symbol (like e.g. ansate cross); fertility gods 
and heroes often go through a 'female' stage 
(e.g. Dionysus, Heracles, Achilles, Theseus, Ver
tumnus, etc.) ; 6. symbols: a. persons: bearded 
Aphrodite, 'masted Venus' (D. Thomas), Her
maphrodite (q.v.); b. emblems: anchor, arrow+ 
target, beetle-scarabaeus, cross, cone, dot in a 
circle, fleur-Oe-lys, etc.; 7. in art often a mascu
line countenance on a woman's body typ_ifies 
solid and profound judgment; 8. the wearing of 
clothes of the opposite sex has always been 
characteristic of the fertility festivals (and con- · 
sequently of witchcraft); in the Morris-dance a 
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anemone 

grotesque female-male figure chases (smaller) 
actors and tries to cover them with her 'skirts'. 
anemone 

l. myth. : a. 'wind-flower': blood-red, short
lived, sprang from Adonis' blood when it was 
sprinkled with Venus' nectar: Ovid (Metam. 10, 
730ff.), Ven. 1168f. (v. also Pomegranate); b. 
sometimes said to be Aphrodite's tears over 
Adonis' death: Bion ('Lament for Adonis', 66); 
c. beloved by Jupiter she was banished by 
Flora from her court and was changed into the 
flower; budding before the return of spring she 
is abandoned to the caresses of Boreas (North
wind), who agitates her, but being unable to 
love her, makes her wither soon; often the em
blem of the transcience of beauty, with a scroll: 
"brevis est usus" (its reign is short); it only 
opens in wind (Pliny 21, 94); 2. colour: white 
with red veins (colours of the Great Goddess); 
3. further symbolism: a. abandonment (q.v.); b. 
expectation; c. misery (esp. over death); d. ill
ness. 
angel 

1. general: a. a created spirit essentially in
ferior to god and superior to man in natural 
endowments of intellect and will, he is the car
rier of divine grace or message ('anggelein' = to 
announce), disposer of evil; b. invisible forces, 
powers ascending and descending between the 
Source-of-Life and the world of phenomena; c. 
the astral world, or winged deities; d. Enoch: of 
the nature of fire; Job: identical with the stars; 
for Greece: v. Hesiod (Works and Days, 252ff.); 
2. The Nine Choirs of Angels: after the Exile, 
under Persian and Graeco-Roman influence the 
angels begar. to play a far greater part; ve~era
tion of the angels only took place after St. 
Augustine (who considered it safe enough 
then): A. the Highest: in direct relation to the 
Deity: a. Seraphim (q.v.): spirits of fire and 
love: 6 wings and a shield on which the word 
Sanctus (3x); led by Uriel; b. Cherubim: fulness 
of knowledge; also represented as many-eyed 
peacock-feathers; led by Jophiel; c. Thrones: 
carriers of the throne of the deity: majesty and 
justice, represented by fire-wheels (sun?); led by 
Japhkiel; B. Governing orders: a. Dominions 
('Dominationes'): sceptre and sword: God's 
power over the world; led by Zadkiel; b. Hosts 
('Virtutes'): carry the Passion-emblems: Christ's 
suffering; led by Haniel; c. Powers ('Potes
tates'): protectors of mankind: they carry a 
flaming sword; led by Raphael; C. Executive 
orders: a. Principalities ('Principatus'): protec
tion of sovereigns, carrying a sword, sceptre, 
and cross; led by Chamael; b. Archangels: 
standing by the Throne of God: the leaders of 
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the preceding; led by Michael; c. Angels; 
3. her.: a. both on shields and as shield

bearers; b. on the shield often carrying a palm
leaf: belief; c. gaiety; d. the good name of the 
house, dignity, high position; e. striving after 
perfection; 

4. nursery-rhyme: (by Th. Ady: "A Candle 
in the Dark"): "Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, Bless the bed that I lie on; Four corners 
to my bed, Four angels round my head, One to 
watch and one to pray, And two to bear my 
soul away"; this used to be the best-known chil
dren's prayer, known as the White Paternoster, 
beside " Now I lay me down to sleep"; it is 
sometimes extended, but always so, that all 
sides are protected (similar prayers have existed 
since Babylonian times); 

5. Blake: a. hypocrite ('I asked a .thier); b. 
false innocence; c. ignorance; d. conventional, 
law-bound man, conforming to the Establish
ment; 

6. R.M. Rilke: absolute inspiration, appal
ling moment of inspiration (opp. of Hero): 
uElegies"; 

7. Mallarme: purified existence, trying to 
rise above the disgusting world, wearing Beauty 
as a diadem and risking a fall through eternity 
('Les Fenetres'); 

8. combinations: a. Serpent-angel: Ne
esthan, whom Moses used as a standard, the 
Brazen Serpent (later forbidden for its connec
tions with Egypt); v. also Serpent; b. Black 
angel: a. the Angel of Death; b. stomach, belly: 
"Croak not, black angel, I have no food for 
thee": Lr 3, 6; 

9. v. also Alchemy, Aerolite, Cherub, 
Seraph, Planet, e tc. 
angelica 

1. a fragrant , umbelliferous plant; 2. used in 
liqueurs, perfumery, etc.; 3. symbol.: a. ecstasy; 
b. inspiration; c. magic. 
angle, right -

l. Pythagoras: justice and morality (v. also 
Square = 4 right angles); 2. when bisected : the 
female principle (id.); 3. the build~r's square; 
also attr. of various personifications, e.g. Geom
etry. 
angling 

1. Nero is an angler in the Lake of Darkness 
(Lr. 3, 6 , 6) taken from Chaucer's "Monk's 
Tale"; Rabelais: Nero plays a hurdy-gurdy in 
hell, and Trajan angles for frogs; 2. quietness: 
"And (blessing) upon all that are lovers of vir
tue, and dare trust in His providence; and be 
quiet; and go a-Angling": I. Walton: "The Com
plete Angler"; 3. to lure, seduction: "She ... did 
angle for me": Ant. 2, 5; cf. Fishing. 

•neora cat 
I. expensive luxury; 2. a pampered and 

1poiled person, esp. a woman; the female coun
lerpart to the devil-poodle. 
•nimal 

A. general: 1. there is no dividing-line be-
1ween animal and plant-life, yet from of old 
man has felt a direct relation between men (and 
even gods) and animals (e.g. Totemism); 2. 
flSych.: archetypal animals, when negative to
wards the unconscious, will appear as frightful 
monsters; if positive, as the 'helpful animal' 
lype of the fairy-tales and legends; if Oedipus 
had been frightened enough of the Sphinx (as 
Terrible Mother sent by Hera!) the further trag
ic mother-experiences would have been avoided; 
his pride of intellect (solving the childish riddle 
which was set as a trap) removed the (uncon-
1cious) necessary fear (Jung); 3. in myth. often: 
a. sky or world-support : snake, cow, tortoise, 
elephant; b. they lead man from an underworld 
existence to life on the surface; c. guardians of 
1he 4 corners of the earth, the four directions in 
space; d. mortal lovers, discarded by a goddess, 
often live on as animals (cf. Ishtar, Circe, Auro
ra); 4. the animals are higher and lower accord
ing to evolution; multiplicity (q.v.) lowers an 
animal too; 5. fabulous animals are sometimes 
1imple: Pegasus' horse = spiritualization of 
lower forces (flying); we also find non-fabulous 
animals with unreal characteristics: e.g. pelican, 
5alamander; 6. her.: oppositions (bearing 
shields): often one winged, the other not; one 
male, the other female ; acc. to Jung the Lion 
and the Unicorn of London mark the inner 
stress of balanced opposites, finding their equi
librium in the centre (but v. Unicorn) ; 

B. classified: 1. acc. to the elements: a. 
water-animals: primals, origin of things, pow
er of rebirth: dragons or snakes are rel. to wa
ter, earth, and even fire; b. earth: reptiles; c. 
air: birds; d. fire: mammals (as warm-blooded); 
2. acc. to art: a. natural: often antithetical: 
toad - frog; owl - eagle; b. fabulous: between 
the worlds of fully differentiated beings and the 
world of formless matter; great power + magic 
of abnormality (q.v.); 3. in a/ch.: in descending 
order of precedence: phoenix, unicorn, lion, 
dragon; 2 animals balanced = sulphur+ mercury 
= fixed + volatile; 4. their value is often deter
mined by their being considered as: a. mount; 
b. object of sacrifice; c. an inferior form of life; 

C. whenever there is a tabu ('uncleanness') 
of animals this points to a veneration (at an 
earlier stage) or to a differentiation of the peo
ple from their neighbours; 

D. Roman 'signa': placed on cubes (earth) 

anoint 

or spheres (heaven: power of instinct): eagle, 
wolf, bull, horse, wild boar; 

E. Romanesque art: prevalent animals: pea
cock, ox, eagle, hare, lion, cock, crane, locust, 
partridge; 

F. animal advice: in folklore hero(-inesj of
ten, when suffering, disregard the advice of a 
friendly animal (instinct versus intellect) and 
then lose everything; 

G.D. Thomas: anima, creative imagination 
("How shall my animal"); 

H. v. also Zodiac and the individual animals, 
seasons, e tc. 
anise 

1. belongs to the parsley-family, with yel
lowish flowers, fruit about 1/8 in. long, and 
used to flavour food, beverages, medicine and 
dentrifices; 2. in Palestine at the time of Christ 
it probably came (through the Romans) from 
Egypt and Cyprus; it was greatly prized in the 
Jewish kitchen; 3. it grows-in very small quanti
ties, so that the Pharisees were ridiculous to 
demand tithes of them : scrupulousness in law
abiding; ref. Matth. 23, 23; 4. Sappho specifi
cally mentions anise-wreaths put on the head to 
seek the favour of the Graces (as Goddesses of 
fertility); 5. great medicinal value (Pliny 20, 
72ff.): as soporific, rejuvenating, aphrodisiac, 
testorative, eases birth, etc. 
ankh 

v. Cross, A nsate - . 
Anna 

A. Saint: 1. the name may be Gr. 'grace', or 
Sanscr. 'ana' = 'mother'; 2. patron of Brittany, 
and cabinetmakers; 3. invoked for riches and 
the recovery of lost goods (as is St. Anthony at 
other places); 4. St. Anna's Chapel (London): 
resorted to by barren women, because it was a 
great opener of wombs; B. goddess: 1. one of 
the names of the Universal Mother (Anna 
Perenna); 2. as Marianna (= 'sea.queen'), or 
Miryam, she w.as sometimes considered as her 
own daughter (immaculate conception); she 
was goddess of Spring and had her feast on the 
Ides of March; C. Joyce: this goddess may have 
Jed J. Joyce to call the river Liffey: 'Anna Livia 
Plurabelle", personifying the Great Mother; D. 
Gentle Anne: Scottish: the bloodthirsty and 
fearsome demon of the South West Wind. 
anointing j 

1. like baptism, anointing (the ritual appli
cation of oil or fat) is almost universal in the 
religious world; it was done: a. as healing: 'sal
vation' = 'healing', so the medicine-man = the 
priest; b. as consecration: a. to prepare for bat
tle, for danger from wild animals, the 'flying 
ointment' of the witches, in the hour of death 
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ant 

(omitting this was a sign of mourning), etc.; b. 
to endow an ordinary person with a certain 
holiness; c. as ordination: apar t from b, b, it 
may raise persons to positions of high ·(religious 
or world ly) eminence: priests, kings, etc.; d. 
generally to respect guests; 2. it generally ind i
cates rejoicing, b ut v. also Oil, Ointment. 
ant 

, A. industry: a. "go. to the ant thou slug
gard": Prov. 6, 6; b. a beetle, surprised at the 
hard work of the ant in times of plenty, fam
ished in winter: Aesop; 

B. wisdom, prudence, fo rethought , intelli
gence, orderliness: a. tho ugh it is not strong, it 
provides food for the winter (as we saw in A , 
b) ; Joyce called it a hoarder, the opposite o f 
the grasshoppe r; v. also Lr. 2 , 4 ; b. in the M.A. : 
1. related to Counsel and Moses; 2. an t-heap: 
emblem of P rudence; c. was used in divination: 
v. folklore; d. the only creatures beside m an to 
bury their dead; 

C. communication: subconsciously (as with 
many animals, and humans, but outstanding in 
the ant); thus the emblem for Instinct , which is 
best seen in bees and ants, and Intellect, which 
is the misfortu ne of man (Bergson); 

D. I. humility, modesty: two characteristics 
it taught Solomon; 2. pettiness and envy: the 
ant was firs t an envious farmer, stealing from 
his neighbours; Zeus punished it by its pres
ent form, retaining the trait of living by what 
someone else has sown: Aesop; 3.fragility, but 
at the same t ime strength: it can lif t objects 
many t imes its own weigh t; 4. courtesy : an un
burdened ant will always give way to one with a 
load: Plutarch (Clevern. of Animals 11) ; 

E. multiplicity: a. in general: unfavourable 
(v. Multiplicity); b. Aesop often compares 
swarming .humanity to ants; c. Ant-people: af
ter the death of the people of Aegina through 
pestilence, the king, seeing a long line of ants, 
asked Zeus for as many men to re-people the 
island, and when he woke next morning, they 
were there; they called themselves Myrmidons 
(after a fancifu l etym.); Achilles was the Great 
Myrmido n; 

F. rel. to witches: a. through their uncanny, 
incomprehensible powers of communicat ion ; 
their industry is affected by the moon; b . v. B. 
J onson: " The Masque of Queens"; 

G. wa" ior, tiny murderer, destructo r: esp. 
the White Ant; 

H. Ro me: ants' eggs were used for eyebrow-
pencilling: Pliny, etc.; 

I. they love heat; 
J . her.: (also) a. cleverness; b. artfulness; 
K. folklore: a. ants are fairies in their last 
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stage of earthly existence; acc. to others they 
are children who d ied unbaptized; anyway, it 
is unlucky to destroy an ants' nest, but a piece 
of tin pu t into a nest turns to silver; b . ants' 
eggs used in magical compounds destroy love; c. 
when they clean their nests and pile up dirt, 
they predict fair weather; when they carry the 
eggs from their holes, they predict storm: Ara
tus (Phaen. 956f.); d. a sudden great increase in 
number of ants spells war. 
antelope 

l. partakes of the general Horn-symbolism, 
like stag, Un icorn, gazelle (v. also Antlers); 2. 
swiftness; 3. presumptio n: confident in its 
strength it moves into brushwood when pur
sued, where its long ho rns get entangled, so that 
it becomes an easy prey for the hunters; 4. the 
anim al tha t can live best w ithou t water, having 
a special bladder (Pliny LO, 94). 
Anthony, St. 

patron of Postal service: R.C. usage of put
ting SAG (St. Anthony Guide) on the backs of 
envelopes (ref. in J. Joyce). 
antlers 

I . name: prob. 'ante' (= before) 'oculus' (= 
eye); orig. it was the lowest forward branch of 
the deer's horn (now called the 'brow'); 2. intel
ligence ; 3. sun-rays; 4. her.: armed strength, for
titude, rel. to fire; 5. Actaeon (q.v.: sun): per
haps his pursuit led to the horns of cuckoldry; 
his hunt (apart from the 'dying sun') may be 
related to the Sacred Hunt-theme (of Unicorn, 
Stag, etc.). 
anus 

v. Fundament. 
anvil 

l. earth, matter; 2._ the passive, feminine, 
when opposed to the male Ham mer : fecundity 
(v. also Hammer) ; Malory: the 'sto ne' fro m 
which Arthur' s sword was pulled (which made 
him king) was ' like an anvil of steel' ('Morte 
D'Arthur' 1, 5); 3. symbol of the Primal Fur
nace, the force which helped to hammer out 
the universe by the Smith-god; 4 . = the creative 
sword (= lightning) provider, so light + rain = 
fecund ity; 5. wisdom: the brain = the anvil + 
thought = hammer; male and female, andro
gyne, and poetic inspiration (e.g. in Blake); 
truth (e.g. Pindar, Pyth. 1, 86); 6. the tool of 
martyrdom or punishment: Hera was once hung 
by gold chains around her wrists and two anvils 
at her feet, a punish ment by Zeus for thwart
ing Hercules; 7. M.A. F rench m iniature: 
Strength (female) pulls a dragon from a tow er 
( the fortress of conscie nce) carrying an anvil on 
her back (by constan t effort it becomes smooth 
through the beatings), stand ing on a wine-press 

t • unquest of the spirit over its own crushed 
1!1•1111) ; 8. the body: upon which the enemy 
•ltlkcs: Cor. 4, 5; 9. proverbs: a. "When many 
•I 1 l~c o n an anvil, they must strike by meas-
1111'"· cooperation; b. " Between the hammer 
.11111 l he anvil": dangerous spot; 10. her.: a. 
"11ll h' s emblem; b. self-cont ro l; c. energy; d. 
lrulml ry; 11. anvil with cross, or swords stick-
1111' Imm it: forge of the universe, female and 
111111l·. 

•P• 
I. mimicry: "O steep! thou ape of death": 

I v111 . 2, 2; 2. lust: a. sensuality : "Women are 
•. i1111s in chu rch, angels in the street, devils in 
lilt• kitchen, and apes in bed" (proverb); b. 
l11i11d lusl: "for apes and monkeys (even) 'Twixt 
lwo such shes, would chatter this way, and Con
h•111n with mows the other" : Cym. l, 7; c. 'ani-
11111llly': "Gesture of orang-outang Rises from 
1h1· shee ts in steam": T.S . Eliot ("Sweeney 
I 11•c1"); 3. a stage of development towards the 
l1111 h, eternal life, etc. (Egypt); 4. the last stage 
111 development towards man; so: immature 
1111111 : D. Thomas ("If I were tickled"); 5. spir-
1111;11 sloth, the lower animal nature in man: 
" Move upward, working out the beast, And let 
lirl' ape and tiger die": Tennyson ("In Memo
tl,1111", 118); 6. courtesy seen as purely ou tward 
l111111ality: " Apish courtesy": R3 1, 2; LLL 5, 
1, lohn 5, 2; AYL 2, 5; 7. melancholy, esp. 
when the moon is waning; 8. dancing, esp. 
when the moon is fu ll, they gyrate ecstatically 
(u relation to witches): P liny 8, 80; 9 . madness, 
111'111 on iac possession, malice: "Sometimes like 
11p1•s (the evil spirits) that mow and chatter at 
111c, And after bite me": T p. 2, 2; 10. docility, 
111ul anger: "man, dressed in a li t tle brief 
11111hority .... like an angry ape" is so stern that 
lw "make the angels weep": Meas. 2, 2: 11. the 
l\lrrfl of Monkeys; v. Bee for further 'kings'; 12. 
1~1. lo spinsters: a. M.A. : apes are the mates in 
lirl' hereafter for women who "loved neither 
('hrl~I nor man"; b. " Therefore I will even take 
~Is pence in earnest of the berrord ( = bear
k1•1•per) and lead his apes to hell": Ado 2, I; the 
pruverb was expected to be known; 13. "apes 
111 Idleness": useless cousellors of the state: 
JI 14 4, 5; 14. for "apes and peacocks" v. Pea
rncks; 15. judgment after death: connected 
with the reading of the weighing of man's soul 
11~ains t a feather after death: v. Feather in rel. 
lo Toth; 16. ape in a basket: an unknown 
~lory: to find ou t what wou ld happen, he crept 
rnto a basket and broke his neck: ref. Ham. 3, 
4: 17. connected with Gibraltar : Barbary apes, 
1he only native monkeys in Europe; it is be
lieved that the English will remain in G ibraltar 
us long as there are apes; 18. its 'natural eneniy' 

app le 

is the panther (and/or leopard); 19. her.: (little 
used) often with a mirror: a. cunning; b. ex
treme sensibility; c. sociableness; d . distant 
travels: 20. v. also Monkey, Baboon, etc. 
Aphrodite 

t . name: 'foam-born' (= immaculate birth), 
or from the drops of b lood from Uranus' geni
tals when he was castrated by Cronos; 2. mortal 
love: having lost her primary rank (when in
cluded in classical mythology), because she had 
to share some former fu nctio ns with Hera and 
Demeter: degeneration of concept through mul
tiplicity (see next); later she had even to give 
way to strife (Mars) with whom she had had a 
tussle for a long time; 3. the fertility goddess (v. 
Great Goddess) appearing in many forms, but 
principally in that of the moon-triad (moon-sea
fertitity); that was before the split-up (v. 2); 
p rob. of Minoan or Eastern origin she later be
came the polished version of Homer and Vergil, 
etc., though orig. a more fearfu l goddess of 
Rape (later Proserpina), the inevitable Involu
tion preceding rebirth and Evolution; called 
Mylitta in Assyria, Alilat in Arabia, and Mitra in 
Persia (Herodotus); 4. dawn; Spring; 5. rel. to 
April, fish , ritual prostitution, Cyprus; 6. v. 
Hermaphrodite. 
Apollo 

l. the sun: his golden hair is the same as 
bow and arrow: sun-rays, which heat or con
sume (cf. Achilles' spear); often identical with 
Helios, and fertility-god(s); his adoration is al
most certainly imported into Greek myth 
(prob. from the North), but he was soon feared 
next to Zeus; 2. "Apolloon" ='from the depth 
of the Lion': rel. to the su n and Zodiac Leo; 3. 
Pythagoras is held to have been Apollo's son 
(by some); 4. he is the god of the streets and 
roads, of the sun, of music, of the dolphin and 
the sea, of prophecy, of shepherds, and he is a 
lizard-killer, the healer and the killer, the T ower 
of Towers; 5. his number is 4 ; later 5 and 7; 6. 
his worship may have been related to that of 
the Hyperboreans, who may have built Stone
henge; 7. later he became the typical beautiful 
young man (Adonis type) instead of the feared 
god, with effeminate face; 8. Dionysian culture 
is opposed to Apollian culture: (N ietsche) the 
flood of passions as opposed to the serenity of 
Greek Hellenistic sculpture; in martyrdom the 
Dionysian is suffering as sufficiently strong, 
rich, being deified for this, whereas the Apol
lian (Christian) negates even the happiest life on 
earth: he is weak, poor, and suffers from life 
in any form. 
apple 

l. earth, totality (spherical), earthly, mate
rial desires and general joy: a. associated with 
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apple 

Venus (v. also below); b. connected with laugh
ter; c. apple-tree: man's happiness, joy in living 
(Kipling); d. related to the Hebraic-Christian 
Paradise; e. the apples of the Hesperides meant 
joy (amongst other things) and were rel. to 
Earth: they were a wedding-gift to Hera, who 
placed them under the guardianship of the 
chthonic dragon; f. Eve's fruit regarded as fe
male sexual organ (e.g. D. Thomas); 

2. immortality: a goddess gives an apple as a 
passport to immortality in the Fields of Para
dise, the Elysian Fields; a. Nemesis (before 
being a goddess of vengeance) was originally a 
goddess of fertility and the sea; she later be
came 'goddess of the sacred grove' and as such 
gave apples to heroes; b. Eve gave the apple to 
Adam to make him immortal through Know
ledge; c. (prob.) Aphrodite gave the apple to 
Paris (misunderstanding and re-interpretation of 
a representation no longer understood?); d. 
given by the Mother Goddess Goda to the 
Sacred King at the annual spring festival in the 
North ·(v. also Goat);e. generally rel. to immor
tality in Northern myth (v. also rejuvenation 
and death below); f. several heroes sleep in the 
Apple-land only to wake up when their country 
will need them: a. King Arthur in 'Avalon'; b. 
Thomas the Rhymer (of Erceldoune) met the 
fairy'jueen under the Eildon tree; he became a 
prophetic rhyming magician after he had eaten 
of the apple she gave him ; afterwards he was 
called True Thomas(= Druid T.); he 'on earth 
was never seen', but having entered Eildon Hill 
he awaits the moment his country needs him; g. 
connected with poetic immortality and salva
tion; 

3. rel. specifically to sexual enjoyment and 
fertility: a. ass. with Venus; v. 1, g; also with 
Dionysus: Theocritus ('The Spell'); b. psych.: 
the female breasts (in dreams); c. the apple-tree 
= the lover: SoS 2, 3; d. "comfort me with 
apples, for ram sick oflove": SoS 2, 5; e. place 
of the fertility ritual copulation: " I raised thee 
up (= deflowered) under the apple-tree: there 
thy mother brought thee forth" (should be: 
'conceived thee') : SoS 8, 5; f. Atalanta, who 
could only be won in a foot race (v. Foot for its 
sexual symbolism), was tricked by Three Gold
en Apples which Hippomenes (protected by 
Venus) dropped, and she picked them up (Ovid, 
Metam. 10, 560- 680); g. Cydippe received an 
apple on which was written that she would mar
ry the sender; she read it aloud and was bound 
by the oath: Ovid (Art. Am. 1, 457) ; h. love
apples: another name for the mandrake (q.v.); 
or for tomatoes; i. a special apple being pres
ented to a girl (after some hazard in getting it) 
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persisted even in such a cultivated literature as 
"Daphnis and Chloe" (3); j. an apple fe rtilized 
Rerir's wife, Ljod, who was barren (East-wind, 
daughter of the frost-giant): she carried for 7 
years and delivered Volsung; 

4. of discord: a. another explanation of the 
Paris-apple; b. when Heracles wanted to crunch 
an apple under his foot it was an apple of dis
cord, and it grew twice its size; when he 
clubbed it, it grew again: A thcna explained that 
that was how strife grew: Aesop; c. attr. of Eris 
(Discord), and Nemesis (Pausan. 1, 33); v. also 
2, a; 

5. of rejuvenation: Iduna, goddess of Eter
nal Youth and Fertility, had Apples of Rejuve
nescence, which the Gods had to eat to keep 
young; once they were stolen by Loki: she was 
carried off by a giant, in league with Loki, as a 
nut (autumn) and returned as a quail (spring); 

6. sin: a. temptation of the flesh (M.A.); b. 
Lat. malum = apple, and malus = evil; an apple 
in Mary's hand (or in the hand of Christ whom 
she carries): evil overcome (M.A.); c. bearded 
apple: Incarnate Devil: D. Thomas: Eve's fruit 
as sexual organs (or Christ as Eve's child); d. 
Apples of Sodom: a poisonous Dead Sea fruit, 
which turns to ashes when plucked; symbol of 
sin (and v. 10); 

7. herald of spring; beginning: a. esp. the 
apple-blossom, fitting brides; b. in a Hebraie
Christian context it is often unspecified in the 
beginning, perhaps ear of corn or grape; c. Jesus 
as the New Adam, redemption + salvation, re
opening of heaven, eternal life; 

8. rel. to Autumn, the end, Death (punish
ment), consummation: the gift of the apple of 
Immortality automatically includes Death: a. 
Biblical: death came into the world because of 
the unfortunate incident in the Garden of 
Eden; b. as a symbol of consummation it is the 
opposite of the egg of initiation; esp. the sorb
apple = "from corruption sweetness" : cannot 
be eaten till rotting; Horace says a banquet lasts 
'ab ovo usque ad malum' (from the egg to the 
apple); c. the apple-orchard(s) in the West: the 
direction of Death ; v. 6, f; d. suicidal sinners in 
Dante (Inf. 13, 6) are in a place where 'apples 
there are none' (Non pomi v' eran): they had 
entered the place of punishment in an unnatu
ral way; e. the great apple-festival of the year is 
Hallowe'en; f. rel. to autumn and approaching 
death: "falling like great drops of dew to bruise 
themselves an exit from themselves" (= the 
falling body from which the soul exits): D.H. 
Lawrence ("Ship of Death"); g. often heroes 
refuse the apple offered by the goddess (e.g. 
" La Belle Dame sans Merci") realizing that 

1h•11I h was inevitable then ('hearing voices from 
1111' pilsl'); therefore many are warned not to 
•1 oc•pt them; h. Snow-white was put to 'sleep' 
•nol wn~ resurrected by the prince; 

•1. wisdom: a. given by Eve to Adam so they 
111l11h1 ucquire wisdom and knowledge (even the 
•1111kll of Wisdom was there); b. the apples of 
thr ll cspcrides also gave knowledge; again there 
I• 1hr dragon of (chthonic) wisdom; 

10. deceit: a. the apples of Sodom: v. 6, d; 
lo np. the Thorn apple; c. "A goodly apple, 
1111trn at heart: 0, what a goodly outside false
huu1l hath" : Mer. V. 1, 3; 

I I . divine presence: a field of apples 
t /11l1t1r); 

12. danger: a. W. Tell story; b. its counter
p111 t In England is the ballad of "Clym of 
( 

1lnugh'\ e tc.; 
13. 1111ity: as opposed to Pomegranate = 

Multiplicity (q.v.); 
14. oracular and prophetic: a. since it is rel. 

111 1lcnth and immortality: v. 2, f, b; b. in witch
' r.11 t apples are considered as fitting food fo r 
1 h1• oracular dead; 

15. stars: as such they are referred lo in the 
t :.111ten of Hesperides; 

16. the apple-nymphs are the Meliae; also in 
l11•li1nd they were highly venerated: one of the 
lwo sacred trees of the ancient Celts; 

17. in the Sacred Hunt the apple-tree is the 
-111•ltcr of the White Hind and the Unicorn; 

18. apple-logs scent the room; 
19. her.: a. love; b. rejuvenation; c. fulness 

111 life; d. as an orb: kingdom on ea.i:th; 
20. "A word fitly spoken is like apples of 

y,11ld In pictures of silver" (Prov. 25, 11); 
21. in the Celtic Tree-alphabet: the 9th 

111onth = August-September (v. Calendar); 
22. American: Johnny Appleseed = Jona

th11n Chapman, who became a legendary hero, 
plunted apples all over Ohio and Indiana; 
111• was noted for eccentricity: in manners, 
1lrcss, Swedenborgian views, extreme kindness 
to animals, generosity, unusual exploits of cour-
111tc and endurance; patron of orcharding, flori
rn lture, and conservation; 

24. folklore: a. with the hazel-nut and a 
1111cred grove, the one of three things which 
must be paid for with living objects when cut; 
h. whim the sun shines through the tree on 
('hristmas (or sometimes Easter) morning: good 
nop and prosperous year; it must be blessed 
with rain on St. Peter's and St. Swithin's Day; 
1141metimes they are even unfit to eat unless this 
happens; d. an apple left hanging after the 
picking, till Spring: death; but sometimes_ it was 
obligatory to leave one or two for the buds; e. 

April 

love-divination: e.g. 'apple-ducking': (done in 
various forms) put a number of apples in a bowl 
with water and the one whose apple you bite, 
will be 'it'; or hang them on a string and bite 
blindfolded; f. Allan apple: each member of a 
family got a big apple in Autumn; eaten on 
Hallowe'en it brought fortune the next year 
(Cornish); g. cure warts and rheumatism; cos
metic; h. used by witches, both favourably and 
unfavourably; i. apple-wassailing: (= apple
howling) during the Christmas season at dusk 
men and women of the farm, carrying guns, 
trays, pans, kettles, etc., and a quantity of cider, 
took one tree to represent all: they drank to it, 
and made libations over its roots, and set a 
piece of toast soaked in cider in the fork of a 
branch; then those present bowed three times 
to the ground, and raised them selves w.ith the 
motions of a man burdened by a heavily laden 
sack· noise was needed to rouse the sleeping 
tree-~pirits, and drive away the demons of ill
luck; j. apple-trees are ofte~ planted near_ t~e 
house for protection: lightrung cannot spht Its 
trunk and Thor's hammer cannot touch it; k. 
"An ~pple, an egg, and a nut, you may eat after 
a slut" (dubious meaning); I. nursery-rhyme: 
"Upon Paul's Steeple stands a tree As full of 
apples as may be; The little boys of London 
Town They run with hooks to pull them down: 
And then they go from hedge to hedge Until 
they come to London Bridge". 
apricot 

1. its fruit is between a plum and a peach; 2. 
nympha, vulva (for shape); 3. self-fruitful, an
drogyne; 4. - flower (white): timid love; 5. apn
cots, dewberries, grapes and mulberries were 
Bottom's food in fairy-land: MND. 3, 1. 
April 

1. name: (most likely:) 'aperio' = open(ing 
of earth, Qf the year); 2. generally the loveliest 
month in Great Britain: "When well apparelled 
April on the heel of limping Winter treads": 
Rom. 1, 2; 3. inconstancy: a. "O how this 
spring of love resembleth The uncertain glory of 
an April day Which now shows all the beauty of 
the sun, And by and by a cloud takes all 
away": Gent. 1, 3; b. "Spongy April": Temp. 
4, l; cf. also Cym. 4, 2; 4. co"e~ndences: a. 
ruled by Venus in Rome; in Greece by her and 
Hygeia; b. birthstone: diamond; c. colours: 
green and yellow; d. Zodiac: Taurus; 5. New 
Year, beginning, youth: for a long time April 
was the first month (as there were several peo
ples who did not count winter as a season): 
"Thou art thy mother's glass and she in thee 
Calls back the lovely April of her prime": Sonn. 
3; also Sonnet 98; 6. Rome: the Parilia, the 
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April fool; All Fools' Day 

festival of herds and flocks, finds its modern 
counterpart in the observance practised on "St. 
George's Day", April 23, esp. in Eastern 
Europe; 7. the time for pilgrimage: C haucer 
(Cant. Tales); 8. t:liot: "Waste Land": the cru
ellest month: forcing us to take up the bu rden 
of life again, and of ferti lity (hated by the mod
erns), as it refutes the death-wish; rel. to the 
Sybil of C umae, o r Tithonus, who were forced 
to live on into a shrivelled old age; 9. folklore : 
a. the first Monday in April is the Devil's birth
day, an unlucky day for sailing out; b. "The 
cuckoo comes in April, Sings a song in May; 
Then in June another tune, And then she flies 
away": proverb. 
April-fool; All Fools' Day 

I. April I st; the fest ive character has been 
explained: a. for a long time it was New Year's 
Day with the exh ilarating feeling of re-awak
ening, rejuvenescence; b. octave-day of the 
week-long New Year festivities (starting on 

. March 25); c. it fits in with a series of fertility 
ntes (masq uerading, foo ling people, etc.) which 
were held between the autumnal equinox (e.g. 
November I or I J) and the vernal equ inox; d. 
(later Christianized:) the mockery of Christ; 3. 
also related to the uncertainty of the weather 
(v. April); 4. it has many traits of the Roman 
Hilaria and of the Ceralia: Ceres-Demeter was 
mocked by Proserpir.a's scream at her abduc
tion, and, wandering about, was sent on a 
"fool's errand"; 5. wi th April comes the 
Cuckoo (q.v.), emblem of Fools; 6. the day of 
the Bull-worshipping Britons, the Bull-god Lud 
(cf. Zod iac Taurus) in his Ludicrous aspect; 7 . 
Gwydion is said to have started the practice of 
playing jokes on unexpecting strangers, when 
he fooled Arianrhod by conjuring up an army 
which frightened her so that she gave ar ms to 
Liew Liaw; 8. "On the first of April Hunt the 
gowk another mile": proverb; the gowk = 
cuckoo ·= April foo l; the practice to send the 
Fool on one F ool's e rrand after another. 
apron 

I. name: 'a napron' = O.Fr. ' naperon' 
L. 'map pa' = table-napkin; 2. cover for sexuali
ty : "they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves aprons": Gen. 3, 7; 3. base, slave 
nature: "You and your apron-men": Cor. 4 ,6; 
cf. also Caes. I, I , and Ant. 5, 2: " Mechan ic 
slaves, With greasy aprons, rules and hammers"; 
4. Free Masons: of white lambskin : purity o f 
life and conduct; similar badges of distinction 
are worn by bishops and deans, etc.; 5. folk -
lore: a. it is ominous if a woman's apron falls 
off: either meaning bad luck, or a child within a 
year; b. put an apron on back to fro nt : luck y. 
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aquamarine 
I. a blue or bluish-green variety of beryl, 

found in the U.S.S.R., N. and S . America, and 
Australia (emerald is the green varie ty); 2. 
birthday-stone: March (which originally had the 
'bloodstone'); some relate it to October; 3. 
astral.: Aquarius and Neptune; 4. virtues: a. 
health, youth ; intelligence; b. hope in misfor
tune; c. constancy in love, preventing quarrels 
(though some believe it makes jealous). 
Aquarius 

A. general: a. 1 I th house in the Zodiac 
(q.v.), beginning January 20; b. a fine descrip
tion of the period of Aquarius is to be found in 
Dante (I nf. C. 24); c. ancien tly the location of 
the winter-solstice; d. its pictorial symbol: 2 
wavy lines (in alch. = dissolution) ; e. Reuben 
was born under Aquarius (Gen. 49, 4): d'eli = 
bucket (cf. Num. 24,' 7); mnning water there= 
semen; f,-·the god Hapi (= the Nile) and its nec
essary, fertilizing floods; g. associated with 
John the Baptist and Judas Thaddeus; B. pe
riod of: a. flood as the end of a formal 
universe; b. duality: active - passive, etc.; 
C. correspondences: a. body: the legs, and 
the circulation of the blood (and so, of 
though t); b. planet: Saturn (sometimes Uranus; 
sometimes the characteristics are divided ac
cordingly); c. landscape: caverns and sewers; d . 
animal: the goose as rain-bringer (Petronius); e. 
Tarot: Strength ; f. astrol.: cold, darkness, 
floods, rain, storm; g. quality: a diurnal sign, 
fixed, airy, hot, moist and sanguine in nature; 
fortunate; D. psych : character: a. contempla
tive; b. democratic; c. respecter of persons, 
though untraditional (but he can be tactless 
obstinate, fanatic and inefficient) ; d. popular : 
yet solitary, often abnormally so; e. good pro
files; yet tend to look feminine; f. proud, ambi
tious; E . famous people : Galileo, Francis 
Bacon, Darwin, Abe Lincoln, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 
Ara 

the short period that Ara (Gr. Thyterion) is 
above the horizon is a very bad period for sail
ing: Aratus (Phaen. 420ff.). 
Arabia 

I. connected with the Phoenix (q.v.); 2. 
connected with the Magi: "Reges Arabum et 
Saba dona adducerunt": P s. 72, lOff.; in A.V. : 
"Kings of Sheba and Seba"; 3. land of deser t, 
spices and oil; 4. Aesop: the Arabs are the 
greatest liars of all: stealing all the 'gifts' from 
Hermes; 5. Arabia Felix: the land of the Queen 
of 'Sheba', 'happy' because of its frankincense. 
Ararat 

!. name: Hebrew 'Urardhu', or 'Urartu', the 

/\~'yrian-Babylon ian name of the kingdom of 
Arns (Araxas), meaning 'highland'; to the Arme-
11lt1ns it actually refers to Mt. Ararat, which is 
hl11hly venerated by them as 'Mother of the 
World'; 2. as the resting place o f Noah's Ark it 
I~ ,1 sacred mountain; 3. the Second Cradle of 
ll umanity; 4. ompha los, Universal Navel. 
•rbutus 

I. evergreen trees and shrubs of the heath 
l11111ily w ith red fruit; Mayflower is the Ameri-
1'1111 variety; 2. the tree Hermes was raised under 
(l'nusan. 9 , 22); 3. (with acorns) the primitive 
lood of the Saturnian Golden Age: Vergil 
((;corg. I, 148); 4. Mt. Helicon was famous fo r 
It~ arbutus, which forms the most delicious 
l11od for goats in the world (Pausan . 9, 28; also 
Vcrgil, Eel. 3, 82); 5. placed at doors to keep 
witches out; this custom was wrongly explained 
hy Ovid (fasti 6, 129-165) as the weapon of 
1hc goddess Carna ('flesh'), whom he mixed up 
wit h Cardea (goddess of hinges, connected with 
I anus). 
•rch 

I. three-lobed (equilateral o r pointed tre
loil) arch: T rini ty (v. Clover); the pointed arch 
wns adopted by the Muslims as an em blem of 
lnith and brought to Europe by the Crusaders; 
l.. rel. to Gothic architec ture; 3. female princi
ple; 4. heaven, sanctuary, secre t place; 5. 
tdumph. 
•re her 

l . O.T.: Ishmael became an archer (Gen. 21 , 
20); 2. the foremost archers of the ancient 
world were fro m Egypt, the Near East and 
('rcte; 3. v. Centaur, Sagittarius. 
nrchetype 

l . Hero: the Deliverer, Saviour, Messiah , 
luck the Giant-Killer, St. George, Beowulf; 
l.. Te"ible Mother: avenging goddesses, cruel 
1tcpmothers (Red Riding Hood), the Ogre, the 
Witch; 3. Sacrifice: sloughing off o f the old for 
lhc new , the sacrifice of the good for the great
er good; 4. Shadow: ' undeveloped aspects of 
our personali ties', the inferior, or less com
mendable part of a person, the ' o ther self' (w ho 
takes over sometimes), the puerile, immature 
port of ourselves; sometimes the soul; 5. Per
sona: the mask to hide ourselves behind , the 
'bold fron t' we assume; 6. A nima (-mus): the 
repressed feminine part in a man (and v.v.), 
which appears in a man's dream like a girl (or in 
u woman's dream like a man) ; these have be
come mythological goddesses (and gods): Helen 
of Troy, Venus, Mother Church, the Queen of 
!leaven, R . Haggard' s "She", Faust's Gretchen 
(as fallen woman), and the V irgin Mary (as im
maculate ·woman), the ' ideal woman', the 

A rcturus 

'dream girl', the 'eternal woman', personified 
by poets; 7. the Wise Old Man: the guru, the 
teacher, the sage, the llama, the Pope. 
Archpriest (Tarot) 

I. other names: Hierophant, Pope, Abbot, 
Pat riarch; the card represents Egy ptian Ptah, 
Hebrew Jehova, and Greek J upiter; 2. as master 
of the sacred mysteries and su n-inspiration, the 
Archpriest is sea ted on a throne between two 
pillars Oachin and Boas. q.v.); he raises two 
finge rs of o ne hand while the other hand holds 
a triple cross; he is a link b.etween material reali
zation (represented by the Emperor, q .v.) and 
man's intuitive, subconscious, and rational ap
proach to the Creator; two initiates (usually 
seen from behind) kneel before him; 3. de
notes: a. man's occult power over nature; his 
preference for traditional, ritual religion, stress
ing its ou tward forms and conventions. its 
moral laws and duties; b . sacred mysteries re
vealed; c. strong vocation to glorify God; d . 
astral. : Aries/Mercury; 4. T.S. t:liot: the Man 
with the Staves ('Waste Land'): t riple phalli, re
lated to the recovery of the body of Osiris, the 
Idea of Life and of Animat ion. 
Archpriestess (Tarot) 

I. other names: the High Priestess, Pope 
Joan, the Abbess, the Female Pontiff, the 
Mother of the Convent; she represents the 
(priestesses of) lunar goddesses: Isis, Cybele, 
Artem is, Mary; 2. like the Archpriest she is 
seated on a throne, sometimes turned in the 
opposite direction, often be tween the Two Pil
lars (Jach in and Boas, q.v.); she holds a book o r 
scroll which is half-opened or half-hidden by 
her mantle; her lunar aspect is suggested by 
crescent-symbols, a horned Isis-crown, a white 
cloth under her t iara, e tc. ; the back of her 
throne has a veil-like protective c loth; she is the 
guard ian of arcane religions, law and occult 
sciences; through her union wit h the Magician 
she becomes the Empress; 3. denotes: a. devel
oping evolution and materialization, for better 
or for worse; b. doorway to the inner Sanctu
ary; c. an inescapable sequence of events; d. 
astral.: Moon. 
Arcturus 

I. perhaps· tt.e best-know n star after Sir ius 
( twice mentioned by name in Job: 9, 9, and 38, 
32); 2. w hen it rises at nig~t it announces 
spring, the season of vine-pruning ; when it rises 
at dawn (September) it is the time for the 
grape-harvest; 3. its (heliacal) rising in Septem
ber and (cosm ical) setting in March bring 
stormy weather (Aratus, Phaen.; Pliny 2 , 39); 4. 
it is a cold star and swallows must be gone at its 
rise or they w ill get _killed (Pliny 18, 69 and 
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Argo 

74); 5. its rising has a great general influence on 
animal and vegetative life, e.g. it inaugurates the 
mating-season for deer (Pliny 8, 50). 
Argo 

the constellation that sails through the sky 
backwards: Aratus (Phaen. 342). 
Aries 

A. general: a. 1st house of the Zodiac, be
ginning on about March 21; the Ram; b. repre
sented by the symbol of Amon-Ra in Egypt; c. 
herbs are most powerful when gathered under 
the sign of Aries; d. badly matched with Venus, 
and hates the accuracy of Virgo; 

B. period: dawn, Spring, equinoctial, east
ern, renovation, vernal: a. beginning; of a cycle, 
a new thought-stream, etc.; b. original cause of 
the cycle of existence, the thunderbolt separat
ing two cycles: from the 'primordial waters' (of 
Aquarius, Pisces, etc.) to the elements of dry 
heat; c. youthful pugnacity, intensified by the 
full-grown Taurus-bull; 

C. correspondences: a. body: head and 
brains; b. element: fire (explosive sun in 
Spring); c. p lanet: Mars (thus related to Brit
ain); d. landscape: the desert; e. Tarot: the 
Magician; f. quality: dry, fiery; fortunate; g. 
astrol.: identical with Ammon-Zeus; 

D. psych. character: a. rel. to the juvenile, 
the primitive, ignorant; with both creative and 
destructive fire; b. adventurous; c. choleric; d. 
in women: lead, rather than follow fashion; use 
no make-up; 

E. famous Aries-types: Louis Armstrong, 
George Sand, St. Teresa of Avila; 

G . Creation: the sun was in Aries at the time 
of the creation: v. e.g. D. Thomas ("Altar
wise"). 
Aristotle 

M.A.: the legend of Aristotle and Phyllis: 
Aristotle had warned Alexander, his pupil, for 
his incontinent love for his wife; Phyllis then 
took revenge by making Aristotle fall in love 
with her: she made him go down on his hands 
and knees, and rode him with a bridle; she had 
courtiers and servants watch them unobserved; 
sometimes she is not Alexander's wife, but a 
famous hetaera of that name; Christian moral: 
wisdom is only fruitful, when combined with 
virtue; cf. a similar story about Vergil. 
ark 

A.Noah's Ark: I. flood: a. one of several 
flood stories (an archetype) in the ancient 
world: they agree in the fact that only the pure 
Elect are preserved, and several have birds being 
sent out to reconnoitre: Noah sent out a raven 
and two doves, Ut-Napishtim (Gilgamesh-epic) 
a dove, a swallow and a raven; b. instrument of 
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God's justice and punishment; c. the end of 
Noah's Flood was marked with the first Cove
nant with God in the Bible; all stories agree in 
the thanksgiving sacrifice; d. it prefigures Moses 
in his rush-basket; solar heroes (cf. also Perseus) 
often came floating in on New Year's Day (or 
came riding on dolphins): Perseus was locked in 
a wooden ark and put to sea with his mother 
Danae; famous twins set afloat: Pelias and 
Neleus, Romulus and Remus (having a divine 
father and mortal mother); e. type of the Last 
Judgment: e.g. Matth. 24, 37ff.; f. type of the 
later baptism: e.g. v. I Peter 3, 20; 

2. female symbol of containment: a. the es
sence of life contained in a minute seed, till 
rebirth; b. any place of refuge, sanctuary, etc.; 
c. the Church; d. the Virgin Mary; 3. the Cove
nant with God: a. v. I, c; b. ark+ rainbow: the 
Ark floats on the 'lower ocean' ; the rainbow in 
the 'upper waters': a sign of the restoration of 
the order preserved in the ark; together: One
ness, the two halves of the 'world-egg'; 4. sever
al survivors of Floods had connection with 
wine: a. Noah 's imprudence; b. 'Deucalion' = 
'sweet wine'; c. through the connection with 
the New Moon, Noah's Flood connects with 
Dionysus' pirates; 5. soul, pilgrimage in this 
world; 6. D. Thomas: poem; 

B. the Ark of Moses: I. a mystery as to its 
contents: several times the Bible insists so vehe
mently that there were no pagan (fertility) ob
jects in it, that one doubts; it was supposed to 
contain only the Tables of the Law, Aaron's 
Rod (q.v.), and a golden vase with manna; 2. it 
had magical powers: Pharaoh's daughter was 
cured of leprosy (q.v.) when she had touched 
it: sun cures the sources of famine; yet it can 
kill also: e.g. poor Uzza 'smitten': l Chron. 13, 
9f.; C. rel. to: basket, chest, cista, etc. 
arm (body) 

I. power, column, activity: a. in Egyptian 
hier. it meant general activity (esp. acts derived 
from this symbol); b. "Hast thou an arm like 
God?": Job 40, 9; c. pillar of might; 2. light, 
sun-ray; 3. her.: a. a weapon held by an arm 
emerging from a cloud: the avenging arm of 
God, or a call from the heavens for vengeance; 
b. industrious person; 4. Zodiac: arms and 
shoulders ruled by Gemini; 5. bare arm: a. sal
vation: "The Lord has made bare his holy arm 
in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God": 
Isa. 52, 10; b. readiness, esp. for work without 
the hope of reward; 6. white.armed (leukole
nos) : in the Iliad practically restricted to Hera 
(e.g. l , 55ff.); in the Odyssey the epithet is air 
plied more often: to Nausicaa, to her slaves, her 

mother, etc.; 7. two arms raised: in Egyptian 
hl~r.: invocation or self-defence; 8. folded: a. 
"IO wreath (= fold) your arms like a malcon
l<'nl": be in love: Gent. 2, I; b. melancholy: I 
lrnve no one "To cross their arms and hang their 
hc,1ds with me": Luer. 793. 
•rm (weapon) 

I. v. Armour and individual weapons and 
~rms; 2. tends to get magical qualities and be
rnme an heirloom; 3. arms reversed: death, 
mourning. 
Armllgeddon 

I . name: 'mountain (or hill) of Megiddo' 
IR<'V. 19, I !ff.); Megiddo is a strategic pass 
ml through the Southern extension of Mt. 
C'nrmcl, commanding the road to Egypt, Gali
t1•c, Mesopotamia, etc.; 2. the battle-field of 
t'ulcstine (esp. against Egypt), where at the end 
or the world, the battle between the forces of 
I i!lht and Darkness, Good and Evil, etc. will be 
I ought. 
ermour 

I. general: a. all the 'glorious' aspects of 
war: chivalry, knighthood, protection; b. all the 
~tni~ter aspects of war: fanaticism, brute force, 
1·tc.; c. strength in being protected; 2. Bible: a. 
the armour of light: Romans 13, 12; b. the 
urmour of righteousness: 2 Cor. 6, 7; 3. Greek: 
11. attr. of Athena; b. bronze-armoured: the 
Creeks: Homer (II. pass.); 4. M.A.: a. connected 
with the Archangel Michael and St. George; b. 
~mblem of God; 5. D. Thomas: (= metal:) the 
(human) flesh. 
•rrow 

A. literal: a. swiftness; b. hunting; c. war: 
with all the favourable and unfavourable as
pects of Armour (q.v.); e.g. in Ps. 91: "the ar
row that flieth by day" is evil, on a par with 
1he 'terror of the night', pestilence, and ene-
111ics; d. the typical weapons of elves and fairies; 
v. II, 4; 

B. rel. to sun(rays} and fertility: I. con
nected with lightning and rain, and sun as the 
Archer; 2. instrument of the Creator, sun O( 

moon deity; 3. one of Mithra's miracles consists 
In shooting an arrow at a rock (the heavens) 
from which water springs: fertilizing and divine
ly refreshing; 4. the sun has destroying and fer
tilizing arrows; 5. an arrow extracted from a 
wound is magically potent: eases birth, a love
charm, etc. (Pliny); 

C. rel. to Cupid, love, phallus: I. Cupid has 
two kinds of arrows to his bow: a sharp one of 
gold (love) and a blunt, iead one (of flight or 
dispelling of love): Ovid (Metam. 1, 4 70f.); 
2. phallus, esp. with emblems which are the 
symbol for the 'mystic centre' (feminine), e.g. a 

artichoke 

heart; 3. bow and arrow: androgyne (q.v.), as 
prec. : conjunction of opposites; 

D. divining, e.g.: the arrows 'made bright' 
(Eze. 2 1, 21) were used for divination (perhaps 
with words written on them and then 'drawn'); 

E. Zodiac: Sagittarius or Centaur; F. martyr
dom: Christian (e.g. St. Sebastian); G. figura-

. tive: I. Bible: a. the arrow of revenge: Deut. 
32, 23; b. the arrow of deliverance: 2 Kings 13, 
17; c. children are often seen as arrows of their 
fathers: "As arrows are in the hand of a mighty 
man; so are children of. the youth": Ps. 127, 4; 
2. Dante: the arrow, when foreseen, comes 
gentler: hurts less: Par. (17, 27); 3. Blake: ar
rows of Desire ("New Jerusalem"); cf. the birds 
and breeze as symbols of desire, which are rel. 
to the arrow's flight; 4. Yeats: thoughts of mor
tality: Maud Gonne with a streak of grey in her 
hair; 5. psych.: our own repressed desires; the 
'piercing': union with oneself, self-fertilization 
and/or self-murder; 

H. further combinations: I. arrow and 
cross: affliction; 2. horse-shoe and arrow: an
drogyne (q.v.), cohabitation; 3. arrow and fire: 
Christ: purification from lust; 4. arrow·head: 
(flint -s found:) connected with the fairies and 
used as charm against the Evil Eye and-diseases; 
I. rel. to claw, hammer and rod; v. also Archer. 
Arthur 

I. the Arthurian hero explained as fertility 
sun-king: a. he is an exposed child, found by 
the Magician of Darkness, Merlin; b. he hunts 
the boar (winter ; or sun-emblem: self-sacrifice), 
and kills a (moon) cat; c. he sails to the Under
world to release another hero and fetch the 
cauldron (of fertility); d. his cloak resembles 
that of Hercules; e. he has the typical sun-king 
relation to Mordred: father-uncle of his sister 's 
son; Mordred escapes the child-massacre and 
later 'usurps' the throne and 'seduces' Guine
vere (who had first brought the Round Table of 
Fertility): f. he is associated with the Grail 
(q.v.); g. in the sun-ship he is taken to a death
island (Avalon, q.v. and 11. Apple) by the typical 
priestesses; 2. W. Blake: enslaved Logic: con
nected with the Lady of the Lake (of Material
ism) ; cf. Merlin. 
artichoke 

I. a thistle-like perennial; the part above the 
ground dies every year; it has purple flowers 
and its leaves have medicinal properties which 
are still used; 2. astrol.: under the dominion of 
Venus, and therefore excites lust; 3. at the 
flowering of the artichokes (June) the goats are 
plumpest, the wine sweetest, and the women 
most wanton: Hesiod (Works and Days, 582ff.). 
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arum-lily 

arum-lily 
1. a tuberous flower of the Araceae family ; 

~t her na r~:s ' lords-and-lad ies', 'cuckoo-pint', 
wake-robrn ; many are slightly poisonous (ex

citing membranes); the family comes to fu ll 
bloom o nly in the tro pics; 2. hermaph rodites 
(q.v.): the ' flower' consists of a spathe and 
spadix: a single leaf with a phallus-like kind 
of stem; 3. soul; 4. ardour; 5. wild-arum has 
many uses as med icine (Pliny 24, 91 ff.); eaten 
~Y bears after hibernating to remove constipa
t10n. 
ash 

A.genera/: 1. member of the olive family, 
and the genus Fraxinus, which is related to the 
olive, privet, lilac, etc.; the common European 
ash is the 'F. excelsior'; it has a silver-grey bark 
pinnate fo liage, a peculiar winged seed ('ash'. 
key'); excellent wood for implements; 2. gene r
al symbolism: a. adaptability, flexability; b. 
modesty; c. nobility , grandeur; d. pru.dence; 

B. myth: a. sprang from the blood of Ura
nus' castrated parts (= spear, sun-ray) ; or: the 
third (brazen) race of men was created from 
ash-trees; b. as ash-nymphs (Meliae), of the 
same bloody origin, they were the Furies in a 
more gracious mood; also the Erinyes and Zeus' 
foster nu rses; 

C. Tree of Life, Tree o f the World: Ashr
Yggr-drasill = 'The ash-tree that is the horse of 
Yggr' (= Wodan): I. the Holy T ree: never with
ering, sym bol of time; it had an eagle in the 
top, who saw everything tha t happened in the 
world, and told it to a squirrel that ran up and 
down to Vingolf, which lay under the tree: the 
court o f justice for Gods and men; there was 
also a cock in the tree, and a dragon at its feet· 
it had three roots: o ne in Niflheim, one in Mid'. 
~ard , and one in Asgard, with a source in each· 
2. it typified the AU-father, fertilizing 'honey~ 
dew' scattered over the tree in red clusters; if 
new people were needed the gods breathed on 
an ash-tree; 3. Yggdrasil was not only Odin's 
steed, but also his gallows (v. double aspect in 
5); 4. just as man sprang from ash , woman 
sprang from the elm (or sometimes: alder); 5. as 
the tree of life it had two aspects: a. favou r
able: the tree of knowledge, consciousness, life; 
b. unfavourable: the t ree of fate, of space and 
time; 6. it represented the Divine .or Great 
Spirit; 

D. rel. to Justice: v. B, b, and C, I ; 
E. re!. to Fire, Sun, Fertility; the name: Ice

landic 'Askr' = blaze of the Great Fire· Roman 
' fraxinus' = Great Fire-light: l. 'it bur~s like a 
candle'; 2. it was used in fue (and rain-) making 
ceremonies, because, like the oak, it attracts 
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lightning (and so has a special relation to the 
Father-Thunder-god) ; 3. one of the seasonal dis
guises of the Nymph-goddesses: a. associated 
with the thunderstonn; b. associated with the 
lambing month (= 1/ 3 of the year); 4. when 
burning it y ields very high temperatures {for 
melting ore); 5. the Sacred King was dedicated 
to it; 

F. used for spears (= sun-rays) : 1. "My 
grained ash": Cor. 4, 5; 2. sacred to Ares-Mars· 
it is better than hazel and ligh ter than cornei 
(Pliny 16, 84) ; 

G. has power over the sea: I. therefore oars 
are made of it; 2. it is a chann against drown
ing; 3. it is re lated to the sea-horses, and sacred 
to Poseidon; 

H. harmful to any vegetation under it; 
I. lanc!scape: I. rel. to rocky hills: Vergil 

(Georg. 2, Ill) ; 2. the "barren ash": id.; 3. "the 
hardy assh~": Chaucer (PoF I 76) ; 

J. magic and alphabet : I. 1. ancient charm 
against: the evil eye, rupture, serpent stings; 2. 
the tree most feared by the snake (ash = op
posed to cunning), even its shadow (v. also 
adder) : Pliny (16, 24) ; 3. witches (q.v.) usually 
lived near ash-trees; and their brooms had an 
ash-stake (v. Willow); II. l. the Runic alphabet 
letters were formed of ash-twigs; 2. in the Celtic 
t ree-alphabet it is connected with the third 
month of the year (letter N) = Febr. 18 -
March 17 = month of the floods (v. Calendar); 

K. her. : l. source of wisdom ; 2. power; 3. 
intelligence; 4. toughness; L. rebirth (British) ; 

M. Isaiah complains that the cedars and the 
oaks are cut down and 'he planteth (himself) an 
ash, and the rain doth nourish it' ( 44, 14 ): 
Hebr. 'oren': prob. the Aleppo pine, as there is 
no ash na live to Palestine ; 

N. varieties: l . the Flowering Ash (F. ornus) · 
may have been the source of the manna; 2. for 
the Mountain-ash: v. Rowan; 

0. J. Joyce: (carried by Dedalus) a. augur's 
rod; b. tree of life: it was taken up when he had 
seen the wading girl (in "The Portrait"); later 
(in the Circe episode of "Ulysses") he smashes 
Mrs. Bella Cohen's chandelier with it (calling 
the stick 'Nothung', after Siegfried's sword ): he 
shatters the light over the world (?); he then 
abandons the stick, but it is retrieved by 
Bloom; 

P. folklore: l. as a sacred tree it carries 
formidable healing-power, and danger; 2. it is 
dangerous to destroy one without very good 
reason; 3. pro tects against witchcraft; 4. medici
nal: many uses, e.g.: a cure for limb-diseases of 
horse and cattle caused by shrew-mice running 
over them (v. Mouse) ; a shrew-mouse was im-

rnurcd in an ash and its leaves and twigs rubbed 
1111 lhc limbs (= Shrew-Ashes); 5. the ash-keys 
Ill\ winged seed): a. failure of its crop: death in 
1h1• Royal Family (e.g. 1648 1); b. a ·chain of 
1111•111 worn protects one from being over
l1111kcd; 6. love-divinatio n: in many forms, e.g.: 
·,, ~hen faggot': on Christmas Eve a large bundle 
111 ash-sticks sometimes replaces the Yule log; it 
'' hrought in with ceremony and lit from the 
lr.111rncnts of its predecessor that have been 
•.ivcd for a year fo r good luck; unmarried girls 
' hoose one, and she whose band breaks first, 
wi ll marry first; 7. legends: connected with the 
Virgin Mary and with King Alfred. 
A1her 

I. his name: though a son o f J acob and 
/. llpah (Leah's maid) Leah said "Happy am I, 
l11r the daughters w ill call me blessed: and she 
nurncd him Asher(= 'happy'); 2. region : (usual
ly) the North; 3. Zodiac: Virgo; 4. emblem: 
11lrve branch, or cup. 
•lhera 

I. a phallic cult of the Assyrians, used in 
ll.1al (= 'Lord' ) worship and associated with 
Ashtoreth-lshtar-Venus; the plural ashcrim was 
11\Cd for a grove of such poles; 2. v. Tree-cult 
(111 the Dible). 
••hes 

I . a. fire: 0.T. : used to bake b read on; b. 
tlc~t ruction of hope, etc.: "The Wordly Hope 
men set their heart s upon Turns Ashes": Fi tz
<:crald (tr. of Omar Khayyam); c. burnt sacri
lr1·c: ashes o f the sacrifice were gathered o n the 
1·a~t-side of the altar and later carried to a holy 
place in brass vessels; for the ashes of the sacri
trcial heife r, v. Heifer; 2. death : a. 0. T.: cover
ini.: oneself with ashes, dust, etc. may be a form 
of im itation of bu rial, so that the malicious 
~pirits of the dead shall not be jealous (v. Sack
doth); v. Job 2, 8: sit down on it in m iscry and 
mourning; b. cat ashes: utter misery: " I have 
ctiten ashes like bread, a nd mingled my drink 
with weeping": Ps. 102, 9; 3. humility: humila
tion of the great: Lament. 3, 16; 4. shortness of 
life : " I have taken upon me to speak unto the 
Lord, w hich am but dust and ashes": Gen. 18, 
27; 5. punishment of sin as spiritual medicine : 
being thrown into glowing ashes: 2 Macch. 13, 
5 6; 6. purification, betrayal of insincerity: 
footprints in the ashes led to the discovery that 
it was the priests who ate the food placed be
fore the idol instead of the good god Bel (= 
Ba-al = El = 'the Lo rd') himself: Dan. ch. 14 
Apocr.; 7. reminde r of the destruction of Jeru
salem: ashes sprinkled on a bridegroom; 8. 
Rome: ashes were used as eye-shadow: Ovid 
(Art. Am. 3, 203); 9. D. Thomas: the ash-pit: 

asp 

Time; 10. folklore: a. magically potent, because 
related to Fire; b. fertility: ashes from sacred 
bonfires (Beltane, Midsummer, Need-fue, etc.) 
fertilize and protect a crop; c. foot-prints in 
ashes: "Ass-riddling": (Yorkshire ass = ash) 
ashes riddled on the hearth on St. Mark's Eve: 
the person whose footp rint is in it (if any) will 
die within a year. 
Asia 

l . one of the fo ur corners of the earth; the 
largest continent; 2. general: a. hotbed of reli
gions; b. land of immense riches and luxury; c. 
land of spices and jewelry; 3. Greek : one of the 
Oceanides, mothe r of Prometheus; 4. Christian: 
Christ's birthplace as the Ligh t of the World 
(sunrise); 5. Blake: the cont inen t of Religious 
Oppression ; 6. Hegel: a. a vast female principle; 
b. Nature. 
Asmodeus 

l. name: 'destroyer'; associated with Beelze
bub or Apollyon; connected with Solomon's 
Talmud ; orig. prob. a mix-up of Persian Eshma
deva (evil demon) and Hebrew 'hishmid' (de
stroy); 2. "She(= Sara) had been given to seven 
husbands, and a devil named Asmodeus had 
killed them, at their first going in unto her": 
Tobias 3, 8; of course, the husbands had been 
pagan; in nature-symbolism explained as the 
moon-goddes killing her seven suns before 'the' 
sun came; yet , T's smoking-out ritual of that 
devil suggests a more complicated explanation; 
3. the evil spirit causing men to be faithful : the 
spirit of matrimonial jealousy. 
asp 

l . a small, venomous, hooded serpent of 
Egypt and Ly bia; the Latin word 'aspis' is often 
translated by 'adder' in older li terature, since 
that was the only native poisonous snake in 
Britain; therefore all snake-aspects, collected 
under the heading 'serpent' are applicable here, 
too; 2. M.A. : a. Christ's dominion over Tempta
tion, referring to the four animals in Ps. 91, 13 
which will be trodden on by Christ (often re
presented in early Christian art; later only the 
d ragon and the lion remained): a. the 'adder'= 
sin; b. the lio n = the Anti-Christ; c. the dragon= 
the devil; d. the basilisk= death ; b. four aspects 
of the devil:· a. 'dispas': killing his victim by 
thirst: Avarice; b. 'hypnalis': causing a dcath
sleep: Laziness; c. ' hemorrhois' causing blood- · 
sweat: Anger; d. 'praester': causing the body to 
swell till bursting: Greed; c. Christian faith: 
consequence of a. ; 3. often mentioned in gener
al sacred w ritings: a. solar: its hissing is the 
seething sun; b. royalty and power: Egypt; c. 
protective and benevolent: Greece; 4. (like the 
adder) : deafness: a. it can only be killed by 
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asparagus 

magic incantations, against which it shuts one 
ear with its tail, the other with the earth : c f. Ps. 
58, 4 - 5; b. (fig.) disdain of God's word; 5. sui
cide: though in Plutarch Cleopatra applies the 
asp to her ann, Shakespeare makes her put it to 
he r breast (in excelle nt t radition) fo r quicker 
service; 6. one male and one female live to
gether ; if e ithe r is killed the o ther will track 
down the murderer, wherever he hides; its 
na tural enemy is the ' ichneumon' (Pliny 8 
35f.). ' ' 
asparagus 

related to sexuality: a. when Theseus killed 
the cruel S inis (who murdered passers-by with 
bent trees) the latter's daughter hid in aspara
gus, but was found by Theseus (Plutarch: 
'Theseus'); b. Plutarch thinks a veil of asparagus 
fitting fo r a bride because the plant has rough 
spines, yet is extremely pleasant to eat ('Advice 
on Marriage'); c. aphrodisiac (Pliny 20, 4 2). 
aspen ( 'Shiver-tree') 

I. Lat.: 'populus tremula'; v. Poplar, White-; 
2. fear, excessive sensibility; 3. horror, la ment 
over its scandalous u se to make Christ's Cross; 
4 . pride, arrogance: accord ing to ano ther story 
it is condemned to shiver, because it was the 
only tree tha t refused to bow down to Our 
Lord, when he passed a forest; 5. Chaucer: 
"The asp for shaftes pley ne" (PoF 180); 6. 
folklore: medicinal: a cure against ague and fev
ers (like kills like: its shivering) ; sometimes 
locks of hair were put on it , sometimes nail
parings. 
asphodel 

I. they belong to the family of Liliaceae· 
there is a white and a yellow (wild) variety; 2'. 
death, e ternity: in Hades, in the meadows 
which were for those who were neither good 
nor bad , Limbo; they grow, in large quantities, 
on the Birth and Death Island of Ortygia: v. 
Quail; 3. one of the flowers which are said to 
have fo rmed the couch of Zeus and Hera; cf. 
Hyacinth; 4. Christian : dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary; 5. its stalks are erratic: Callimachus (H4, 
I 93f.) compares Delos before the birth of 
Leto's children to them (but cf. Ortygia above) ; 
6. humility: mallow and asphodel are a poor 
man's fare like 'bread and cheese'; 7. folklore: 
a. planted at the gate it keeps away sorcery; b . 
one of the most medicinal plants, a ' plant of 
heroes', which cures consumption bites stings 
convulsio ns, etc., and which is deodorant emet '. 
ic, diuretic, aphrodisiac, etc.; c. it k ills mi~e . 
ass 

A. related to gods: 1. rel. to Saturn in the 
capacity of 'second su n'; 2 . 'daemon triunu s': a 
chthonian Tr inity, a three-headed monster: 

1s~··rk.~1)55 t<..hil ,,,...~ 
\ ff· XIII- XV / 
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mercury, salt, and sulphur = the three material 
principles of matter; 3. related to Yahweh: a. 
Ja- is the most elemental root of deity: 'ever
existing': e.g. J acob, Jahweh, Jesus, Yousouf, 
Joshua, Jachin, Jupite r, etc. (all vowels are in
terchangeable) ; b. via Se th-Saturn (the plane t 
was the most important for Palestine); the story 
of Seth seen as father of the Israelites (after his 
flight fro m Horus on the ass) and thus becom
ing a god (from whom the Edom-Adam derived) 
is of Judaic origin (perhaps accou nting for the 
doub le genealogy: in one of them Edom = 
Adam is the son of Seth) ; they then connected 
Set(h) = death and resurrection; 4. the spec ial 
posit ion of the ass in the first Books of the 
Bible can be demonstrated in many ways, two 
of which are: a. a ll the first-born anim als (and 
at first also humans) must be sacrificed to the 
Lord , except the ass (Ex. 13, 13), which must 
be redeemed with a lamb, o r its neck must be 
broken; th!tt this had no thing to do with being 
'unclean' (as sacrifice) appears from the fact 
tha t e.g. a camel, also ' unc lean', is not mention
ed as requiring a sub stitu te; this prohib it io n re
sembles the one abou t seething a kid in its 
mother's milk : both fert ility-symbols, both un
accounted for , and of the kid we do know that 
the neighbours of the Israelites did this as a 
fe rtili ty-rite; b. an "ass's burial" meant: leaving 
it ou tside the gates to decompose in the sun 
and to the vultures; later this was a symbo l for 
a shameful end to a man's life, but it may have 
been related to a sun-cult , where the sun and 
the vultures (as mother-symbols) are supposed 
to take care of the dead : cf. the T ower of S i
lence; 5. related to the su n, e.g. via 'Samson'(= 
'sun'), who used a n ass's jawbone as a weapon 
(even if the word might mean a plo ugh-share, or 
a Hercules-club, both of which are fe rtility-sun 
symbols) ; 6. sacred to Ra, who was identified 
with the ass, cat, bull, etc.; it is notable how 
often an ass is mentioned in the Bible in Egyp t
contex ts (with the Egyptian number five) ; 'ass' 
and 'great' were homonyms in Egyptian; in 
Egypt he sometimes represents the su n also as a 
wild ass chased by the night-serpent Hain as he 
runs round the Mountains supporting the sky; 
7. the Childre n of Hamor = the clan of the Ass 
may relate to t he adoration of Baal-Berith 
(Judg. 9 , 4) since the covenants were sealed 
with the sacrifice of an ass (v. Gen. 33, 19); 8. 
the 'Hyperboreans' (v. Windrose) had ass-sacri
fi ces to the child Horus-Apollo (later Seth was 
the arch-enemy of the Child's father and 
mother: Isis and Osiris) ; ref. Pindar (Pythian 
Odes, 10, 52ff.) ; 9. Ch rist: a. as the ful filment 
of the prophecies concerning the Messiah (v. 

II) ; b. the ass is 'the simple of heart', sent am
ong the pagans and Jews to guide them to the 
visio n of Peace; c. the 'mock-crucifixion' of the 
Palatine crucified ass may be a real represent
ation (without mockery) : the ass that was sup
posed to be worshipped in the Temple of Jeru
aalem, mixed with early Christianity; the ass 
certainly stood for the early Judaic Christians 
(as opposed to the 'pagan' ones); cf. also Saba
nth and C , 2 ; d. in the M.A. there was an Ass
Mass in Southern France which was read at the 
'Festum Asinorum', supposedly celebrating 
Mary' s F light into Egypt: an ass was sometimes 
decked with gold and given festive garments, as 
representing Christ; the prayers were answered 
with a bray instead of Amen, etc.; 10. in an
cient Rome there must have been an ass-cult 
too; Roman clans of the name of Asina and 
Asellus were plebeians ( the patricians had the 
oak - wild ox, whereas the plebeians had the 
holly - ass in the Roman Sa turnalia); moreover 
lhe ass was sacred to Vesta and he carried the 
image of Syrian A targatis; 

B. mount of: 1. prophets: they were t radi
t ionally of rural background, and thus hating 
horses, representing new-fangledness as opposed 
to the 'old-time religion' ; moreover, it was an 
unimal of luxury, war, and related with Egypt ; 
and in ! Kings 13, 13 and 23ff. there is the 
curious scene of a lion killing a (disobedient) 
prophet, and the ass together with the lion 
11uarding the corpse till another prophet came 
to bury him; 2. kings and judges till David's 
time, who replaced the ass by the ·mule; Solo
mon was crowned king on that mule , but soon 
had stables with thousands of horses from 
Fgypt (!Kings 4, 26, and cf. !Kings 2, 40); 3. 
the Messiah: a. " Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of 
Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jeru salem: behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee, he is just, and hav
mg salvation; lowly, riding upon an ass, and up
on a colt, the foa l of an ass" ('and' means ' is'): 
Zech. 9, 9; b. the Ride into Jerusalem of Christ : 
on a she-ass (and, or) a colt, the foal of an ass 
(Matth. ch. 12); Mark has only a 'colt' (which 
might mean a ho rse: 'polos') ; c. (half-b lasphem
ously:) J. Joyce ( FW) the slobberish senile 
judges of Earwicker (= the 4 winds, the 4 Mas
ters of Ireland, the 4 Evangelists) have as special 
charge a donkey, which is a kind of archaic 
incarnation of the Logos; but the ass is also 
Ireland with 4 provinces as its four legs; 4. 
Jews: on medieval icons the mount of Syna-
11ogue (also with reference to Abraham) : Reli-
11ion in bondage; 

C. emblem 9f religious sects: I. a nickname, 
originally for the Jews, la ter fo r the early 

ass 

Christians, was " Asinarii" (=ass-worshippers); 2. 
v. the crucified ass, scrat ched on the wall of the 
Imperial Cadet School on the Palatine mention
ed in A, 9 , d; 

D. character: I. favourable: L preserver of 
virginity: an ass brayed aloud to warn Hestia 
(the Eterna l Virgin), who the n screamed at 
finding Priapus about to tup her, and sent him 
off in 'Panic' flight: even the ass (thought al
ways in heat) will respect the sanctity of the 
stranger at the domestic hearth; at the feast of 
the Vestals the millers' asses did no t have to 
work, but were decked with garlands and bread , 
and led to the goddess's temple ; ref. e.g. Ovid 
(Fasti 3, 750ff.), and Propertius (4, l , 21); 2. 
wisdom: a. in Mithraism; b. "Be ye no t as the 
horse, or as the mule, which have no under
standing: whose mou th must be held in with bit 
and bridle, lest they come near unto thee" (Ps. 
32, 9) : no mention is made of the ass as need
ing them ; c. an ass finding a paper concerned 
with all kinds of corn, read it to a dog, who said 
it was rubbish as ii said nothing about meat and 
bones: Aesop; 3. humility: a. C inderella's man
tle of humility was an ass' s hide; perh. related 
to Hestia through fe rtilizing fire; b. the humans 
fled before . an approaching enem y, but the 
donkey stayed : he cou ld only get to be loaded 
again : Aesop (1 12); 4. in a med ieval psycho
machia he is the steed of Temperance; 5. 
powerful worker and most valuable possession: 
a. typ ify ing the t ribe of Issachar: a strong ass, 
between two burdens; a powerful worker, sub
ject to the yoke of the Canaanites; b. when you 
do not follow the Lord's way your ass will be 
taken from you (equivale nt to having your ox 
killed and yqur wife whored): Deut. 28; 6. 
greatness: v. A, 7; 7. honesty : his honesty 
in dealing with a lion costs him his life in 
Aesop's fable (13); 8. exposed hypocrisy : Ae
sop (31); 9. cleverness: when a wolf threatened 
an ass the latter asked him to pull a thorn out 
of his foot , so that it might not pain him when 
eating him; he then kicked the wo!rs teeth out; 
beside this, it is often a helpless animal, repre
senting the poor: "T he wild ass is the lion's 
prey in the desert: so also the poor are devour
ed by the rich": Jesus BenShirah 13, 23; a lso 
"Fodder and a wand, and a burden are fo r an 
ass; bread, and correction; and work are for a 
~lave" (same 33, 25) ; 10. peace, salvation: a. v. 
A, 9; b. " If a ll men say thou art an ass, then 
bray" (proverb) ; 11. prophetic: a. Balaam's 
story (Num. ch. 22), which (since Moses got 
most of his religious ideas from the Midia nitc 
J ethro) may mean he got a warning from the 
Ass-god ; b. dice made fro m ass's bones were 
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ass 

prophetic; 12. wakefulness: an ass in thorns, 
like a lamp in the town-hall: Theocr. (2 1, 36); 

11. unfavourable: I. lusr: a. Greek : connect
ed with the Empusae = seduct ive female de
mons with ass-haunches ( imported from Palest
ine: the children of Lilith); they were of brass 
and had one ass's leg; they may have been relics 
of a Seth-cult, and were the children of the 
Hebrew Owl-goddess (Lilith); b. Roman: the 
Se.th-ass :ame to mean bod ily lust, given fu ll 
reign during the Seth-Saturnalia; c. in a tavern 
in Pompei the girls ca lled themselves 'Asellae' 
( li ttle she-asses); d. a catamite of Commodus 
was called Onos ( = Gr. ass); e. Ezek iel talks of 
the virile member of the Egyptian 'param ours' 
as "Whose Oesh (= penis) is as the nesh of asses 
and whose issue is like the issue of horses'" 23 ' 
20; cf. Hos. 8, 9; f. Juvenal says that at th~ 
height of the fest ivities of the Bona D~a (May 
3), if no man was available to satisfy the frenz
ied lust of the women, they offered their but
to cks to a you ng ass to mount them from be
hind (Sat. 6 , 308 - 333); 2 . cuckoldry : in Italy 
tt has the same meaning as 'horns'; 3. fool, 
dupe: a. v. D, I , 7; b. the emblem of the Saturn
alia, the Feast of Fools; c. an ass and a lion 
went hunting together: the ass brayed all the 
g<;>ats into the lion's mout h, but got nothing 
himself: Aesop (103); 4 . wildness (ambiguous: 
'not giving in', o r 'useless'): a. in his temporary 
madness, Nebuchadnezzar was like a beast and 
" his dwelling was with the wild asses": Dan. 5, 
21; b. "a wild ass alone by himselr' (Hos. 8 , 9) 
is favourab le: he knows it is best to keep away 
(.rom humans; c. a desolate and ruined town is 
'a joy of wild asses" (Isa. 32, 14); cf. Fi tz
Gcrald 's translation of 0. Khayyam: "And Bah
ram the great hunter -The wild Ass stamps o'er 
his Head , and he lies fast asl~ep" (st. 17): Bah
ram's favourite quarry had been the wild ass; d. 
Blake mentions the Wild Ass (of the Bible) : its 
skin is mentioned in the company of the skins 
of Tigers and the Spotted Leopard; 5. senr
imentality: "And I, an ass, am onio n-eyed; for 
shame, transform us not to women": Ant. 4 , 2; 
6. inconstancy: an ass was its attribute in the 
M.A.; 7. pride, conceit: a. the ass carrying a 
statue of a god, who was paid due reverence 
thought it was meant for him : Aesop; b. "even: 
ass likes to hear himself bray": proverb; c. in 
S_ebastian Brandt's "Narrenschiff' an ass sits at 
the precarious top-scat, which in earlier repre
sen tat1ons was taken by a King, or Deceit ; 8. 
idle talker: the lawyers are most typically repre
sented as asses: Erasmus (Stull. Laus, s. 33); cf. 
Ham. 5, l; 9. jealousy: the males bite off the 
genitals of any male foal born; therefore he is 
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the type of the 'stilling father': Pliny (8, 46); 
10. ignorance: a. emblem of this in the M.A.; b. 
Egyptian hier. fo r 'ignorance'; l L stubborn
ness: a. "As when a stubborn ass goes by the 
cornfield, and braves the boys who break their 
sticks on his back". Homer (IL 11 , 557ff.); b. 
"your dull ass will not mend his pace with beat
ing": Ham. 5, I ; 

· E. related to the Mother-Moon-goddesses: l. 
Phrygia: Midas links Dionysus and the Mother 
Goddess, and Aphrodite because of his rose
garden; 2. through A'pulcius' ass: eating Isis' 
roses he regains his human shape; Isis had given 
him her most hated fo rm (because always in 
heat) as he had intruded upon her mysteries; 3. 
rel. to the Moon; 

F. related to Bacchanalia and Sarumalia: I. 
Bacchanalia: l. in antique pictures Dionysus is 
often represented as coming to mankind riding 
on an ass; many stories relate the ass to Dio ny
sus; 2. when travelling round the world to teach 
people agriculture (= vine) Dionysus o nce ar
rived at a lake and one of the two asses which 
he met carried him safely across (in grat itude he 
placed them both in the heavens as a constel
lation); 3. Silcnus is almost invariably represent
ed as trying to keep himself steady on an ass: it 
originally typified his wisdom and prophetic 
powers, bu t later his absurd ity and fo lly; ref. 
Ovid (Art. Am. l, 543f.); II . the Saturnalia: 
(Saturnus-Scth) they ended in the ritual k illing 
of the ass-cared god (later the Christmas Fool), 
w ho was k illed by his rival; this explains the 
otherwise inex plicable relation between asses 
and foo ls since it is a well-know n fact that the 
ass is more intelligent than e.g. a horse; 

G. related ro: l . fairies: Bottom with his ass's 
head sitting in the midd le of fairy-ring and woo
ed by their queen: MND; 2. Vestals: v. D, I, l; 
3. tribes of Israe l: a. l ssachar: v. D, I, 5; b. 
Moriah is sometim es explained as the land of 
the ' ham orim' = the ass-clan of Sichcm: Judg. 
9, 28; 4. the Unicorn: a. after describing the 
wild ass Job (39, 5- 8) goes on: "Will the uni
corn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy 
crib?"; b. "The world does pass most merrily 
I'll be sworn, For many an honest Indian ass 
Goes for a unicorn": Anon. ("Fara diddle 
dyno"); c. Pliny ( I I, 45) mentions an Indian 
ass with a single horn; 

H. emblem of: I. the Sirocco (often identif
ied with Seth); 2. in early Christian writings the 
spirit is ofte·n seen as a (female) rider, and the 
body as an ass; 3. the steed of the peasant S loth 
in medieval icons; 4. attribu te of Incons:ancy; 
5. in the Ages (q.v.) of Man: a man of 90 (Sat
urn?); 6. elect ion: a. Sau l is elected while look-

111~ for his father's asses: !Sam. 9, etc.; b. in one 
111 lhl' traditions of how Saul got to know Da
vhl (a~ harpist): "Jesse took an ass laden with 
'"'""I· and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent 
lh1•111 by David unto Saul": ISam. 16 , 20; 7. 
1nvt'l\1on (q.v.): a. v. A, 9, d; b. the ass is one of 
lhl' perfect symbols of the Duality of Christ
\11t.1n 'iCCn as the Twin Sons of Yahweh, to
v••lhcr form ing the Wholeness of the Uncon
.. 1u11s: the conjunction of opposites: Heaven 
.11111 I lc ll, the Spiritual and the Chthonic (anim
.1 1) "des of Total Man; this also explains, how 
1111' ,1s~ could stand fo r either; 

I 1ra11Sformations: I. a. a 'Beau ty and the 
111""' ' story in Perrault's Mother Goose Fairy 
I 111l's: a k ing had promised his dying wife he 
wn11ld only marry someone as beautiful as her
"''11; that was her daughter, w ho, with the help 
111 11 f\Odmother gets a dress the co lour of the 
•~Y. of the moon, of the su n, but all this is of 
1111 avail; she then finally gave her the hide of 
lhl' donkey who dropped coins of gold, instead 
111 fouling the stable; and thus disguised, the girl 
f 11uls work at a farm, changing her dress only 
1111 Sundays; the visiting king, peeping through a 
~ 1·y·holc, sees her and marries her; this has been 
1•\plaincd: a. as a nature-myth : sky, moon, sun 
111(' obscured by Night; b. psych. : sense of 
~h111ne and guilt of incest; 2 . Apuleius' famous 
<.olden Ass; 3. Bottom in MND.; 

J . /.odiac: l. the she-ass and her colt of the 
ll1hlc may be explained as Cancer (= height of 
'lllllmer) which was anciently known as 'ass and 
111111'; 2. the sign of Leo: the lion 'as sun-fe rt il-
111111-\ emblem; 

K. lier.: l. stamina; 2. patience; 3. ccintent-
11 1l'tll; 

L. colour: "Speak ye that ride on white ass-
1•,": Deborah's song; asses = she-asses, and 
'w hite' = ' grey'; it refers to judges, saviou rs, 
later to the Messiah-idea and k ings, e.g. Judg. 5, 
10; 

M. a Flying Donkey occurs (rarely) as a her
.lid ic monster (like griffin, sphinx, etc.); 

N. combinations: I. ass + vine: binding an 
nss's colt unto the choice vine = A bundancc: 
the colt may eat its fill and there is still to 
'pare; 2. ass + ox: a. v. A, 10; b. 'confusion': 
lhcre is a constant prohibition of ploughing 
with an ox and an ass in the Bible, showing the 
Jewish fea r of 'confusion' (like sowing various 
kinds of seed in one field, or transvest itism, e.g. 
Dcut. 23, 10); Odysseus d id so to show he was 
mad: ox = Zeus, and ass= Cronos; c. ox+ ass+ 
sheep: Christmas animals; d. ox = Jews, ass = 
pagans: a later interpretation of the Stablc
scenc; e. "The ox knowcth his owner, and the 

Assyria 

ass his master' s crib": Isa. I, 3; the best-known 
quotation in connection with the Stable-scene, 
when it might be any of the previous symbols; 
there are constant references of ox + ass in the 
Bible alone; 3. ass+ ly re: 'onoi pros lyran': the 
image is a favourite one in Erasmus (S tult. La us 
e.g. s. 25): philosophers are as bad politicians as 
asses are at playing the lyre (also in 42, and 
54); 4. ass + gold: sun-fertility: very many 
combinations are found in all kinds of older 
literature, e.g.: a. v. F, 1; b . " like an ass whose 
back with ingots bows, thou hearest thy riches 
but a journey" (= in this life): Meas. 3, I; the 
ass loaded with gold, but eating only thistles, is 
proverbial; v. a lso Caes. 4, l; c. the relation 
with Midas' ears; d . Apuleius' 'Golden' Ass, 
whatever the meaning of 'Golden' may be (v. R. 
G raves); 5. ass+ lion: related to the previous, so 
there are again many examples e.g.: B, 1; D, 1, 
9; 6. an ass-head +a coxcomb: a blockhead: 
Tw.N.5, 1; 

0. folklore: I. cosmetic: in J uvenal (Sat. 6) 
a woman is described who has a face-mask , and 
then uses ass's milk as a cosmetic, for which she 
drags about h'Cr in her train a herd of asses 
"and would take them with her, if she were 
exiled to the North Pole"; IL religious: original
ly its back was unmarked: the dark cross be
came visible on Palm-Sunday, or during the 
Flight to Egypt, o r with Balaam's ass (where 
they are the blows he received undeservedly); 
Ill. curative: a. the hair from the cross is very 
potent: when worn in a bag round the neck, it 
prevents tooth-ache, etc.; Pliny is full of ass
medicine (esp. Bks 11, 27 and 28) ; b. donkey
riding: (esp. when sitting with face to the tail); 
c. passing under a donkey's belly : three (or 
nine) times, and then over its back (on 9 suc
cessive mornings); d. the evil consequences of a 
scorpion b ite can be transferred to an ass by 
whispering in its ear; c. a b lack donkey in .a 
field prevents contagious abortion in mares; IV. 
mag ic: a. it is unlucky to step on grou nd where 
a donkey has just been rolling (Devonshire); b. 
no one ever secs a dead donkey; if one does, it 
is a sign of good fortune, which may be en
fo rced by jumping over it three tim.:s; 

P. donkey's years: a. possible reference to 
longevity; b. caused by the spelling 'years' for 
'ears' which was common even in Elizabethan 
t imes. 
Assyria 

l. O.T.: Punishment of the Lord ; 2. Rome: 
(beside Arabia) the land o f perfumes; 3. the 
land of magic herbs, e.g. Theocr. (2, 162); 4. 
Adon is was Aphrodite's Assyrian lord: Bion 
(I). 
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Astarte(Ashtoreth) 

Astarte (Ashtoreth) 
I. as the Canaanite version of licentious 

Ishtar she was also represented as a moon-god
dess, standing r.aked on the back of a lioness 
with a lotus and a mirror (?) in one hand, and 
two serpents in the other; sometimes she herself 
has the head of a lioness; 2. her son Tammuz 
(sun-vegetation Adonis)'s death every year, in a 
red robe, was mourned for by weeping-cere
monies (related to rain: all vegetation-gods are 
'weeping' gods); cf. Adonis' falling into the 
hands of Proserpine (in some stories) and only 
being released to Aphrodite for half a year, thus 
copying Proserpine herself; 3. in the barren 
season she visits Hades to look for Tammuz; 4. 
she was also goddess of war, when connected 
with Ashur (cf. Mars, who was also a vegetation 
deity .originally); 5. = 'Queen of Heaven', conn
ected · with the planet Venus, the Great God
dess-triad; she is referred to in Jer. 7, 18, but 
since M.A. one of the devils; 6. v. Ishtar. 
attic 

I. in man: the head; esp. what is (un)consci
ously suppressed; 2. the past; storehouse of the 
past. 
August 

1. the 8th month, though originally 'sextilis' 
= 'Alban' of the Roman calendar, till Numa 
changed it to the 8th; Augustus gave it 31 days; 
2. period: a. grain ripe for harvesting: reaping, 
mowing, threshing, winnowing; fruit; b. gather
ing of grapes and preparation of wine-barrels; c. 
(on an old French calendar:) a groµp of noble
men, with two ladies riding at the back of their 
horses, go out to a falcon-hunt along a river in 
which people are swimming (in the nude); in 
the fields the farmers are reaping corn; 3. birth
day-stone: peridot or sardonyx; 4. Zodiac: Vir
go; 5. tutelary goddess: Ceres-Demeter; 6. fest
ivity: August 1st: Lammas-Oay, q.v. 
aureole (halo) 

1. in modern usage the word 'nimbus' (an 
emanation round the head; v. Nimbus) has be
come mixed-up with the 'aureole' (an almond
shaped radiation surrounding the whole body); 
both are often called 'halo'; 2. the aureole 
should only be given to Christ (with three dif
ferent zones = Trinity), to the H. Trinity, and, 
by extension, to the Virgin Mary; v. Mandorla; 
3. the aureole has been explained as ·a relic of 
solar cults, fire-symbols irradiating supernatural 
energy, and thus an emanation of spiritual light; 
4. the nimbus is an attribute of anyone who has 
conquered the temptations of t~e Flesh, of the 
Elect, representing Eternal Life. · 
Aurora Borealis 

1. most frequent in the Northern part of 
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Europe; therefore it is not surprising that when 
it is seen in more Southern regions, it acquires 
the magic omen of rarity; 2. it is sometimes 
called 'Burning Spears', or 'The Merry Dancers'; 
3. omen of: a. war, bloodshed; b. (general) dis
aster; c. death of a king; 4. it was seen in the 
early part of 1939, and on three successive 
nights before the attack on Pearl Harbor, in the 
US; 5. Norse mythology: the Valkyrie (also 
connected with war). 
Australia 

D.H. Lawrence: the " hopping' continent, 
with the kangaroo as its emblem. 
autumn 

1. name: of doubtful (prob. Etruscan) or
igin; 2. period of: a. agricultural: harvesting of 
autumn grains, ripe fruit, maturity, perpetua
tion (preparing the new harvest); b. yellowing, 
or darkening, leaves; incipient decay; chill; c. 
the autumnal .. equinox with its Hunters' and 
Reapers' festival; d. in man: middle (or old) 
age; e. in the day: the afternoon; f. Christian: a. 
the time of pilgrimages; b. Christ's Ascension, 
the Last Judgment; 3. correspondences: a. Zo
diac: Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius; b. element: 
metal; c. direction : West, left side (of the body, 
etc.); d. occult: a. body: lungs; b. action: cool
ing off; e. colour: white; f. flavour: acrid; 4. the 
beauty of ripeness: a. v. Keats: "Ode to Au
tumn"; b. "No spring nor summer beauty hath 
such grace As I have seen in one autumnal 
face": Donne ("Elegies" 9, 'The Autumnal'); 5. 
related to the West Wind: "O wild West Wind 
thou Breath of Autumn's being": Shelle; 
("Ode to the West Wind"): representing the 
poet's inner storms; 6. a melancholic review of 
the past: ''Tears ... Rise in the heart .. .ln looking 
on the happy Autumn fields, And thinking of 
the days that are no more": Tennyson ("The 
Princess", IV, Song); 7. folklore: v.August. 
Avalon 

1. name: a. Celtic: 'afal' = apple; b. "Abal
lach's Island": Aballach is a 'dark Celtic divin
ity';.2. G. of Monmouth ("Vita Merlini"): "the 
island of fruits (or, apples) called Fortunate 
where the soil yields harvest without sowing: 
and where the inhabitants are noted for their 
longevity"; Morgan le f'ay and her 8 sisters 
(total of female 9), who rule there, are skilled 
in medicine and other arts; they can take the 
shape of birds; 3. the abode and burial place of 
Arthur, Oberon, and Morgan le Fay (who is 
sometimes Arthur's sister). 
awl 

Roman euphemism for penis. 
awl-root 

1. awl-root (or awl-wort): a small water-

plunt o f the Mustard family (Su bularia aquat
ii'11), which has awl-shaped leaves, growing in 
, lu sters round its root; 2. sacred to Bacchus: a 
•tkk of it was the pole with which drunk Silen
m kept his equilibrium on the back of the ass. 
llKO 

A. Egyptian hier.: god; 
B. general: 1. related to wood-cutting; 2. re

lntcd to war: a. as the primitive battle-axe: the 
l'quivalcnt of sword, hammer, and cross (q.v.); 
h, <.livine attribute; c. fertility, related to the 
11~h and tail; 3. execution; chastisement; self-
111111 ilation; e.g. Matth. 3, 11; 4. humiliation: 
" 'l'hc pine wishes herself a shrub when the axe 
I~ lui<.l at her root": proverb; 

C. deity-weapon: 1. lightning, thunder, 
'dcnver of the way'; 2. the sun; 3. death order-
1•11 by a deity; 

D. often represents: 1. the edge on which 
the sky rests; 2. the serpent-destroying bird; 

E. related: 1. to the ash, a sacred tree (v. 
/\sh); 2. because of its t rapezium-shape it is re
lntcd to the ox (v. further); 

F. in the 0.T. a curious miracle is described 
In 2Kings 6, where Elisha's men were cutting 
1rccs to make room for him; an axe-head fell 
Int o the water, but Elisha 'cut down a stick and 
111st it thither; and the iron did swim' (v. 6); 

G. the double-axe: ('labrys'): 1. fertility 
(often with a vegetative handle), connecting the 
l!runian Thunder-god (as fertility-god) with a 
1•hthonic function on a bull's head; 2. royalty: 
'4.'C Amphion: 'with the moon on C?ither side': 
C'rctan symbol of royalty; 3. phallic (esp. when 
NCct): the waxing and the waning moon separ
utcd by the phallic shaft; 4. related to the tau-
11i\n, often put over the head of an ox: a. mand
orln (related to horns for shape); b. sacrifice 
(between valley and mountain, between heaven 
and earth); c. connected with Zeus Karpodotes 
11nd Dionysus Pelekus (= 'axe'); d. the (Cretan) 
lubyrinth, the world of existence, the quest for 
the 'Centre'; 5. a weapon of the Amazons: Ovid 
(Metam. 12, 61 l); 

II. combinations: 1. axe+ cone+ bird: deity 
1 duality (Gemini): the focal point of symbolic 
Inversion; bird-soul; 2. axe + trident: fire and 
water; 

I. folklore: l. a razor-sharp axe placed under 

azure 

the bed, its blade upwards, cases birth; b. a gen
eral talisman for strength; c. 'The axe goes to 
the wood where it borrowed its helve": prov
erb. 
axle (axis) 

l. tree of life: that which separates heaven 
and earth; 2. phallus; 3. universe-axis; some of 
its emblems are: backbone, column, nail(s), 
pole(star), spear, spindle, torso, etc.; 4. axle
grease: the ancient Gr. name for pig's fat, be
cause it was used as such; it is a very frequent 
ingredient in medicinal compounds. 
axle-tree 

axis of the universe: a. (of two speeches:) 
"strong as the axletree On which heaven rides": 
Troll. l, 3; b. the sun "saw a gieater Sun 
(= Christ) appear Than the bright throne or 
burning axletree could bear": Milton: ("The 
Hymn"); c. the still point around which the 
wheel (of life etc.) revolves, the unmoved cent
re, man as the centre around whom the possibil
ities revolve: the point where past and future 
meet: T.S. Eliot ("Burnt Norton" II). 
azalea 

1. name: ,Gr. 'dry': growing on sandy soil 
and blooming profusely; showy and fragrant; 
catches flies by exuding a sticky substance; 2. 
fragile and ephemeral passion, living fire; 3. fa
tal gifts; 4. temperance: emblem; 5 . herald of 
spring. 
azazel 

l. the name: 'removal', or 'going far away'; 
2. a 'scape-goat' (Lev. Ch. 16) was sent into the 
desert on the day of Atonement ('azazel'), as an 
offering to the Spirit of Evil ('azazcl') living 
there as the Adversary of Yahweh; the name 
was later also (wrongly) applied to the goat 
himself; v. also Scapegoat; 3. the leader of the 
Sons of God who had intercourse with the 
Daughters of Men; 4. Milton: standard-bearer of 
Satan in his rebellion (Par. Lost). 
azure 

l. the name: from Pers. 'lajward' = 'lapis
lazuli' ; 2. for its general symbolism: v. Blue; 3. 
specifically: a. the heavens, the firmament; attr. 
of Zeus; b. hope; c. love of things of a higher 
nature; d. her. : the technical term for blue; al
ways used in' describing the escutcheons of 
those beneath the rank of a baron. 
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B 
1. Hcbr. 'beth' (= house); Egyptian hier.: 

sheep (bleating?); Celtic: 'birch-tree' (first cons
on.); 2. symbolizes: a. the Lord of the Stars, 
the Saviour; b. blasphemy (brand); c. science; d. 
magnetic induction; 3. correspondences: a. 
planet: Moon; b. Tarot: Archpriestess (q.v.); 4. 
folklore: for 'Bou ncing B' v. A. 
Baba, Ali 

opening the door to the wealth of the 40 
thieves; explained: l. spring releasing the 
wealth of (the fertility of) the underworld 

.. through magic incantation; when threatened by 
the 40 chthonic demons the Springmaid helps 
him ; 2. the killing of the 'brother', with curious 
rites, suggests the substitution of the Sacred 
King (v. King). 
Babe 

1. W. Blake: often = Ore, the Terrible, up
setting the Fallen, Materialized Church, State, 
Sciences, etc.; 2. Babes in the Wood: a cruel 
uncle sends children into a wood to perish in 
order to obtain an inheritance; explained: a. 
drought (frost, or darkness) monster killing 
fertility or light; b. the theme of Abandoned 
Children (v. Abandonment) or Substitute Sac
rificial King (v. Child); c. humorously applied 
to easily gulled people, or men in the pillory. 
Babel 

1. name: 'Bab-El' = 'Gate of God' (Gen. 11 ), 
a Babylonian ziggurat used in sky and sun· 
worship; 2. symbolizes: a. an unpractical 
dream; b. human pride in self-sufficiency; c. 
confusion of speech; v. Tower; 3. Greek equiv· 
alent: piling Pelion on Ossa; 4. Christian Sci· 
ence: false knowledge, errors based on decept· 
ive corporal senses. 
baboon 

I. general: a. their faces resemble dogs; they 
have a high degree of social cohesion and are 
intelligent; b. they are born circumcised; c. they 
chatter most notably at sunrise; d. they make 
water 12 times a day and 12 times at night ; e . 
they neither see nor eat during a lunar eclipse; 
2. enlightenment: w isdom hailing the light (v. 
I, c); 3. death: (Egypt) in the judgment after 
death a baboon reads the balance in which a 
man's soul is weighed against a feather ; 4. time: 
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found on Egyptian water-clocks (v. 1, d); 5. 
lust: "Ere 1 would say I would drown myself 
for the love of a guinea-hen, I would change my 
humanity with a baboon" (Iago in 0th. I , 3); 6. 
formal courtesy: " that they call compliment is 
like th' encounter o f two dog-apes": A YL 2, 5; 
v. also Tim. of Ath. 1, I; 7. Zodiac: Capricorn; 
8. stupidity: later inversion of original meaning 
(cf. Ass, Owl, etc.). 
Babylon 

I. religious centre of an ancient religion , 
connected with the Tower of Babel; v. also 
Esther; 2. luxury: connected with the Hanging 
Gardens; 3. for the Jews: a. captivity, persecu· 
tion, lamentation; b. idolatry (esp. divination 
and numerology) and luxurious vices; 4. Christ· 
ian: the Scarlet Woman (Rev. 14), Anti.Christ 
(= any C hristian sect but your own); 5. a far· 
away luxuriou s city (like Samarkand): e.g. in 
the 17th cent.; in nursery-rhymes perhaps a var· 
iation of Baby-land; 6. W. Blake: worldliness, 
the opposite of spiritual and divine Jerusalem . 
Bacchantes 

1. women holding secret fertility-rites at night 
on hills in a state of nudity, ecstasy (thro ugh 
eating raw meat), and revelry, to awaken the 
dead fertility.god in spring (v. Ovid: Met. 4) ; 2. 
the involutive fragmentation of the uncon· 
scious; 3. storm-spirits. 
back 

1. place of burden and castigation; 2. place 
for c lothing: "If it were not for the belly, the 
back might wear gold" (proverb); 3. the two. 
backed animal : copulation (0th. I , 1);4. back· 
to-back: a. dancing: of the Witches; b. W. 
Blake: an unsuitable couple forced togethe r by 
matrimony; 5. for backbone: v. Spine. 
bacon 

I. wealth, t he 'fat of the land' ; 2. prize: e.g. 
for a couple having\been married for one year 
without quarrel or regre t (ref. in Langland, 
Pierce Ploughman, Bk. 9): 3. (female) sexual 
pleasure: Chaucer (Cant. Talcs. Pro!., the Wit"<· 
of Bath); 4. life: " Let us flee and save our 
bacon": Rabelais. 
badger 

l. a great digger, a savage fig hter (falling on 
its back and using teeth and claws), but fright · 

cned by its own shadow: 2. clumsiness of ~ove
ment; 3. offensive smell (for sexi.al attraction) ; 
4. in a M.A. icon: a steed for Avaric~ (hoar~· 
1·r); S. her.: vigilance {v. l); 6. O.T.: badgers · 
'lkins' covered the Tabernacle (Ex. 25, 5): per· 
haps 'violet', or 'tanned'; 7. Re~nard the Fo~: 
only the badger did not complain of Reynard s 
misdeeds; 8. folklore: a. weather~p_redtct10n: 
hkc the Hedgehog, q.v.; b. badger-ba1tmg: d_raw· 

1ng a badger out of an (artificial) hole w ith a 
1log bred for the purpose, as a sport; c. badger· 
tooth: talisman for good-luck in cards. 

beg . 
I. fertility: feminine symbol of contam· 

mcnt; 2. clouds, hiding the sun : often in folk· 
1.ilcs; 3. winds: Odysseus received a ~~g of (con· 
trary) winds from Aeolus; a Fatal G ilt; 4. secre-
1·y: ' let the cat out of the bag' (proverb). 

hegpipe . 
1. wind (fertile breath) connected with Pan ; 

t,11e r associated with boisterous peasant feasts 
und Carnaval; 2. melancholy: "I am as melan· 

1 holy as ... the drone of a Lincolnshire bag· 

111pe": IH4 1, 2; cf. Mer. Ven. I, 1 ~n~ 4, _I ; 3. 
I> fh omas: 'bagpipe-breasted ladies : s1.rens 

(' f\ ltarwise'). 
haking . 

1. love-making: "The kneading, the makmg 
111 the cake, the heating of the oven, _and the 
h,1king": Troil. l , 1; 2. for the owl havmg been 
11 baker's daughter: v. Owl ; 3. v. also Oven. 
halance 

I . justice; in the hands of auth_ority, power ; 
In the hands of Nemesis, revenge; 2. famme, 
" .ircity: food to be doled out; in_ Rev: t~e 
llnr..cman (q.v.) representing Starvauon carnes 
" h<1la11ce; 3. death: Egypt; v. Feather or Bab-
111111 : 4. Zodiac : Libra; 5. v. Scales. 
hnlcony 

I . love, romance and serenade: Rom. 2, I; 
• •pyi ng: for gossip; 3. authori~y, perverted m 
1111,1litarianism {dictators squealmg at the mass· 
1•• lwlow from balconies). 
llntdor 

I . Nordic god of summer sunlight, the in· 
, ,11 n,11ion of the life-principle, killed ~~ the 
111l•lil'toc (q.v.) which he himself persomf1ed; a 
lh11111cd Man (like Odin); 2. eloqu~nce an~ 
11 I'll worship: wells sprang up from his horse s 
h1111l s (v. Jl orse); 3. love, killed by Loki (= 
I 1·111 1111111); v. also Death. 
h•ll 

banns 

it is thrown down, the higher it rises (I ta~au 
icon); 5. psych.: ball-games are related to ch1_Id· 
sacrifices (Jung); 6. D. Thomas: man growmg 
older loses breath like a ball pricked ('If my 
head hurts'); 7. Three Golden Balls: a. emblem 
of St. Nicholas (q.v.) of Myra; triple perfection; 
b. in the coat of arms of the Lombard family of 
the Medici, who were great money-lenders; 
hence a pawnbroker's sign; 8. golden b~II ('bul
la') in Rome: contained a charm agamst the 
Evil Eye and was worn by generals and sons of 
knights (Propert. 4, I, 13l;Macroh. Sat. I , 16). 
~m . 

l. O.T. (prob. resin from Gilead) used m 
medicine; 2. anointment: a. the scent ofvtrt~e; 
b. kingship, esp. connected with the D1vme 
Right (R2 3, 2). 
Balm of Gilead 

I. cure, relief: antiseptic and vulnerary; 2. 
conviviality and sympathy: its perfume (a 
myrrh-like resin); 3. refuses to grow elsewhere 
(but in Judea): Pliny (16, 59). 
balsam (wood) . . 

1. ardent love: its oil is generally m~1gor· 
ating, making the body supple (Pliny); 2. unpa· 
tience, rashness: the fruit widely scatters its 
grains at a touch; 3. a tree favoured by snakes, 
but making their poison milder: Pausamas (9, 

28). 
banana 

· wisdom: Indian sages live on them (P liny). 

Banbury 
1. city often named in nursery-rhymes: perh. 

because an early printer lived there; ti was 
famous for its cakes and too slender cheese 
(MWW 1, l) ; 2. a notorious Puritan centre. 

banner . 
1. height: banners are planted on almost m· 

accessible mountains (e.g. Isa. 13, 2); 2. tn· 
umph over death: the body of C hrist (e.g. in_ an 
'Agnus Dei'); over material bond_s; action 
(Tarot); 3. honour: a military banner ts holy, to 
be defended to the last; in superfluous numb
ers: aggressive militarism, e.g. Rome and Ger· 
many (v. Multiplicity) ; 4. love: SoS 2, ~;hop~ 
(on a shield); 5. Synagogue (= the Jew1s~ reli· 
gion) in icons; 6. waving: dispers~g of evil spu· 
its; 7. a red banner: war, revolutton ; 8. v. En
sign, Flag. 
banns . 

1. the magic power of the Word; 2. evil 

1 earth , power over it, war; v. also Globe, 
Cl1h; 2. celestial body, perfection, eternity (_cf. 
1' h1'11•); 3. Greek: fickleness, chance, voll~g 
ttil111•k ball for adverse votes); attribute of Vic· 
1111v 11nd Fate; 4. humility: the more forcefu lly 

omens: a. for the engaged to hear them read; b. 
when banns and marriage take place in different 
quarters; c. when a knell is rung on the same 

day; 3. after the third reading the bell~ ('S?~r· 
peal') must be rung to drive away evil spmts 
before the wedding. 
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Banshee 

Banshee 
l. Irish fa iry, 'female of the elves'; 2. death: 

as priestesses of the great dead they announce 
the death of one of royal blood, or one of 
(Irish) inmates of the house by wailing; wind
spirits. 
baptism 

1. spiritual rebirth (imitation of the amni
otic fluid); initiation (into a religious sect) with 
the giv ing of a new name to denote the new 
phase; 2. purification and exorcism; longcvity
rite; 3. folklore: a. before baptism children 
must be well-covered and the (vulnerable) name 
kept a secret against evil spirits; b. the child 
must cry, but not sneeze (v. Tear): c. bread, 
cheese, cakes, or almonds are handed out to 
promote fe rt ility (v. Cake, Groaning -). 
bar 

her.: a. to set a 'bar' to conscience; strength 
of character; gives a sense of cohesion, support 
and power against evil ; often in the coats of 
arms of councilmen; b. 'bar' sinister: a narrow 
bar slanting to the ' left': illegitimate birth. 
Barbara, St. 

patron-saint of: a. geometry (often in a cir
cle); b. artillery and firemen: her father, who 
had had her beheaded at becoming a Christian, 
was struck by lightning (against which she is 
also invoked). 
Barbary 

1. piracy; 2. Barbary horse: an elegant Arab 
horse; Richard the Second (R2 5, 5) possessed 
one going 'So proudly as if he d isdained the 
ground'; 3. Barbary ape: the most famous arc 
those living on the Rock of Gibraltar (v. Ape). 
barber 

I. origin: a. a priest cutting the (magically 
powerful) hair of the victim at sacrificial rites 
(v. also Hair); b. the priestly executioner was 
also the surgeon (medicine-man), e.g . 'all the 
barbers of Brittany shall no t can staunch thy 
blood' (Malory 5, 10); 2. emblem: a. the barb
er's pole: spiral white and red (blood) stripes 
(of the original stake), with a gilt knob (perhaps 
a basin protecting the patient's clothes); it may 
have been a general phallic fertility-symbol re
lated to the death of the King.. (q.v.); b. shav
ing-basin: e.g. Don Quixote's second helmet; 3. 
gossip and scand almongcring; 4. a barber's 
chair: fits all buttocks (Err. 2, 2). 
bard 

l. Celtic: professional singers, one class be
low the Druids, upholders of a civilizing tradi
tion as to religion, war, laws, and chronicles; 2. 
by reciting the heroic deeds of forefathers their 
strength is infused into the hearers by the magic 
power of words; 3. they acted as heralds: at the 
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assemblies of the great they got to know all the 
heraldic signs and sym bols (and later laid down 
the rules); 4. colour: blue: either referring to 
the sky from which they drew their truths, or 
to the tattoo (q.v.) of the Picts; 5. instrument: 
harp. 
Barlaam and Josaphat 

I. this 7th cen t. legend contains a famous 
passage in which unthinking man is compared 
to someone who ned from a unicorn and fell 
into an abyss; he stopped his fa ll grasping a 
bush, but saw mice gnawing at its roots, and 
saw a terrible dragon watching him below; in 
pure misery he looked around and saw a drop 
of honey dripping from one of the branches of 
the bush and forgot a ll his m iser ics; 2. explain
ed: a. unicorn= death, haunting man; b. abyss 
= the world full of maJignity; c. busl\ = human 
life, gnawed at by a black and white mouse 
(night and day); d. dragon = hell trying to S\Val
low us; e. honey = deceptive lust blinding man 
to the dangers around him. 
barley 

I. man's early diet, later food of the poor: 
v. Pliny and St. John 6, 9 (cf. the Wheat of the 
Last Supper); therefore connected with fertil
ity-rites: A. Barley-king: ritually castrated and 
killed at the end of his term of office, like the 
Oak-king (v. King, Sacred-); cf. the seven sons of 
Saul, and Judith's husband dying at the barlcy
harvest; worship of the sun and source of life; 
B. Barley-goddess: the great White Goddess (A 1-
phito), later connected with Demeter ('Homeric 
Hymn') and prize at the Eleusinian Games; the 
female nabi's of Eze 13, 18- 22 may have been 
her priestesses; 2. prophecy and divination: its 
fumes induce a trance; John Barleycorn may be 
the remnant of a dismembered god who 
(through the crushing of the barley to make 
ale) was a god of inspiration, like Kvasir and 
Mimir; 3. resurrection: its grains were sown 
where a mummy was buried (the ' grain-bed of 
Osiris') to e nsure resurrection ; 4. medicinal 
(esp. 'barley-water': v. Pliny) and cosmetic. 
barnacle goose 

I. some versions of its origin: a. hatched 
from timbers rotting in the sea; therefore it is 
more fish than bird and can be ea ten on Friday; 
and therefore it symbolizes immortality; b. the 
rotting timber of ships turns into barnacles and 
those into geese; c. hatched from the fruit of a 
tr~c, or from the shells growing upon it; 2. the 
most sumptuous feast in Britain (Pliny I O, 29); 
v. Goose. 
Bartholo mew, St. 

folklore: a. a fest ive day (August 24) with a 
fair for the clothiers and drapers, at which an 

basket 

11~ 1 1 11r1•sscd doll and a roasted pig were sold; only the weasel can withstand its weapons, be-
,., 111 4 2, 5; b. "Saint Bartholomew brings the cause, having fortified itself w ith rue, it secretes 

1 uhl .icw": proverb; c. " like flies at Saint Bar- a venom deadly to the snake; b. when the basil-
lhulu111cw t idc": blind, though they have eyes: isk hears a cock crow, it shortly dies; therefore 
II, ~, 2. one had better carry a cock to areas infested 
lttHment with cockatrices, e.g. Cyrenaica, according to 

1. the place where low and horrible crimes Pliny; 6. the references to the cockatr ice (which 
Mii' \"Ommittcd or suggested , creating a deep term is used more often now, since a real Amer-
iulll"onscious fear; 2. for general symbolism: v. ican reptile has got the name of basilisk) have 
1 ,.//11r. been kept separate; 
beill B. it symbolizes: I. evil, devouring and ree-

l . the name: Gr. 'basilikon' ='royal'; it is an ognizing itself (for Bible references v. Cock-
1111 ttllotc to the poison of the basilisk (q.v.); the atrice); 2. Christian: a. the Devil, Anti-Christ; b. 
ch 1111um Basilicum has become famous through weasel = Christ; basilisk = Satan, sin, death; the 
1111 .. caccio's "Dccamerone·· and Kcal's poem; 2. glass !Jell = Mary's Purity; c. with the asp the 

11uvcrty : its a ttribute; 3. smelling the nower too lion, and the dragon, the Basilisk (=Death) arc 
mudi breeds scorpions in the brain: cf. Mac. 3, the animals trampled on by Christ; 3. poverly; 
l, ;ind Pliny (20, 48); 4. as an aphrodisiac it is 4. cycle of the year, or, t ime devouring itself; 5 
<"Vl'll given to horses and asses; the plant prod- psych.: the . infernal image of the human 
un•s very prolific seed and grows best when psyche; its three-fold attributes seen as an in-
1 urscd at the sowing. version of the H. Trinity (cf. Satan's trident); 6. 
b .. ilisk one of the ' keepers of the treasure': v. Castle; 

A. general: I. the name: (Gr.) 'little k ing': a. C . its potent blood ensures success, cures 
11 has a white mark on its head resembling a diseases and is an amule-t against sorcery (called 
rniwn (Pliny 8, 33), or a golden crown on its "Saturn's blood"); 
hl·uci (M.A.); b. king of serpents and dragons; 2. D. there was a 16th cent. large brass cannon 
Its form: many divergent stories: a. it has a of that name: " the basilisk, That roaring, shake 
\nakc's head, a cock's standing body, ending in Damascus turrets down": Marlowe; v. also 11 5 
,, trailing snake's tail; b. it is from 1 foot to 6 5, 2. 
lcct long; c. it has a white mark (v. A, l), and in basin 
the M.A. was given a golden crown, but Brunet- I . cleanliness; 2. barber (q.v.); 3. nature: 
lo Latini (13th cent.) stuck to the white spot(+ celestial reservoir ; clouds; 4. basin and ewers: 
l·oxcomb) ; d. it keeps its tail in its mouth, o r (of precious metals) were among the most val-
has a 3-pointcd (trident) tail; e. Horus Apollo ued possessions of a house: "Basins and ewers, 
("Hieroglypha" L, 2, 60) identified it with the to lave her dainty hand s": Shr. 2, I ; v. also 
Egyptian Urcus, protecting the sundisk, or with , Tim. 3, I. 
Pharao's crown ; 3. its birth: a. M.A.: the egg of · basket 
a cock, who at a great age, lays an egg on a I. fertility in general: a. "Blessed shall be 
dunghcap; by the warm th of the heap it hatches thy basket and thy store": Deut. 28, 5 ; b. rclat-
after a Long time, and an animal issues the size cd to the miraculous multiplication of the 
of a duck, from which the cock-snake grows; b. loaves; 2. female: symbol of containment, the 
born of a yoke-less egg, laid by a cock and maternal body, vulva; 3. male: a. a new sun-
hatched by a serpent or toad, on a bed of du ng; king was carried in, or arrived in a basket, 
v. 2H6 3, 2; 4. its weapon and its killing (cf. which was often the same as the Harvest-Basket 
Medusa's head): a. it kills by its look, and can (made of osier and rush): the Ark in which the 
be killed: a. by attacking it while watching it in New Year child arrived from the sea, his mother 
a mirror; however, Pliny says that the hunter (v. King, Sacred - ); or the coracle in which the 
who k ills it with a lance, dies (as well as his sun-gods journey to their virgin-mothers (dawn, 
mount) because the poison rises up along the earth, or moon-goddesses); b. containing a 
shaft; b. approach it from behind, and le t it hu man being it is at once: a. the instrumen t of 
look at itself in a mirror; b. it k ills already by rebirth: v. 3, a; b. escape from death or mass-
its smell only (Pliny); c. it kills a lso by its acres: Moses; and Paul's escape from persecu-
breath: if it approaches a human being, and it lion by being " le t down by the wall in a bask-
sees the other first, the human must die ; ifthe ct": Acts 9 . 25; 4. attribute of the seasons: a. 
other way round, it must be attacked by put- its contents indicated the season ; b. w ith now-
ting a glass ball over its head: its poisonous ers and fru it: fert ility, gift, opportu nity, rc-
breath will k ill itself; 5. its natural enemies: a. ward; c. a basket of summer-fruit in Hosea's vis-
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bat 

ion (Hos. 8, 1- 3) predicted Israel's downfall; 5. 
the Iron Basket: the ship in which the first 
Christians came to lcel•nd (Njal's Saga, 104). 
bat (an imal) 

I . visible at the critical period of the day 
(between light and dark, and spend ing the light 
of day in darkness) the bat has a high magic 
potency, and has always been related to b lack 
magic, witchcraft (e.g. one of the components 
of the witches' brew in Mac. 4 , I ) and darkness: 
in the day of the Lord the people will throw 
their idols to the " moles and bats": Isa. 2, 20; 2. 
e11il spirits, ghosts (from Babylonian t imes) ; an 
'unclean' anima l according to Mosaic law; 3. 
death, terror, misfortune: M.A. through Shake
speare; e.g. Dante: Satan has bat's wings in 
deepest freez ing ll e ll (C. 34) which cause the 
frost in tha t C ircle; 4. M.A.: a . attr. of, or rep
resen tation of, the Devil; b. attr. of Pride; c. in 
the Ages (q.v.) of Man: a woman of 80; 5. 
blindness: proverbial; 6. madness: " to have bats 
in the belfry": standing phrase (cf. Bee in a 
bonnet); 7. revenge: bats arc sacred to the Erin
yes, who had bats' wings; 8. rel. to Dionysian 
revels: the Min ye ides (daughters of 'M inyas' = 
'moon-man') were changed into bats, because at 
first they refused to join in the revels; 9. idol
atry: "The Bat that flits at c lose of Eve Has left 
the Brain that won't believe": Blake (Aug. of 
Inn.); I O. bat's wings: a. rel. to the Devil, the 
Erinyes, an infernal attribute; power of dark
ness: v. above; b. e lves' coats were made of 
bats' wings: v. MND 2, 2; c. of sleep : MND 3, 2; 
d. Ariel sings he flies on the back of bat's 
wings: Temp. 5, I ; 11 . lo11ge11ity : they live a 
thousand years; 12. wisdom: Aesop (47); 13. 
her. : cunn ing, co ld-bloodedness in t imes of 
d anger; usually represented b lack; 14. alch.: re
lated to dragon and hermaph rodite; 

15. fi1rther literary references: A. W. 8. 
Yeat s: rising from the hazel, circling in symbol
ic gyrcs, they prepare the way for : ·~ve lation : 
e.g. "The Phases of the Moon"; B. J. Joyce: a. 
blind ness, madness, silence, secrecy, loneliness; 
b. (often represen ted with a bird:) a. Irish 
womanhood and the artist ; b. links Bloom and 
Gert y (with a cuckoo for Bloom and a V icto r
ian canary for Gerty); c. presides over t he belat
ed washerwomen in "finnegan's Wake"; 16. in· 
version (q.v.) : hanging upside-down; 

17.[olk lore: a. a normal transformatio n of 
wi.tches to enter houses; b . when they fly u p
wards, and then oome down again swiftly, the 
witches' hour has come; c. it is sometimes 
lucky, if a bat falls on a person, th ough feared 
by many women, as it will get entangled in 
t heir hair, w hich will have to be cut; d. Pliny 
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(24, 29) believes it is poisonous, bu t a lso (bk. 
29 and 30) mentions its medicinal value; its 
blood under a woman's head is an aphrodisiac. 
bathing 

I. water bei ng 'prima materia' an immersion 
is a reversion to a previous, less evolu ted stage 
of existence, in order to emerge regenerated, 
reborn, or restored: Hera and Aphrodite renew
ed their virginities by hathing; goddess-images 
were often bathed, e.g. Venus and Cybele (Cal
limachus 1-15; and Ovid, Fasti 4 , 135 and 340); 
2. initiation: a. t he sun-king's lustral bath : the 
ointment bath he is given before his sacrifice= 
the bath given at the coronation; b. baptism 
(q.v.): a. rel. to the Exodus: "all our fat hers 
were under the cloud, and all passed thro ugh 
the sea; and were all bapt ized unto Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea": lCor. IO, 1- 2; c. u niting 
both Jews and Gentiles: "For by one Spirit are 
we a ll baptized into one body, whether we be 
J ews or Gen tiles, w hether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink in to one Spir
it": 1 Cor. 12, 13; 3. purification: a. ritual 
purification is especially stressed among desert 
people, e.g. the Semites (Judaism and Islam); v. 
Ablution ; b. bathing was a prescribed purifica
tion-ceremony afte r killing the Sacred King; c. 
(again) re lated to Baptism: Acts 2 , 38; 4. bath 
of a St111·ki11g before his death: a. several Sacred 
Kings were killed 'in t heir bath' by a trick (e.g. 
Minos, Agam emno n, sometimes also Osiris); 
that may have been a mock-assassination (while 
the king's substitute died) in w hich the king 
was reborn from the bath ; cf. the New Year 
Child coming over the water from his Mother 
Sea-goddess; Siegfried died near a stream (N ib. 
16); b. in nature: the sun set t ing over the sea; 5. 
the bath of a goddess being a magically charged 
moment, penalties were heavy for men spying 
on these rites: a. Actaeon was changed into a 
stag an d torn to bits (in reali ty she may have 
bathed after t he k illing: v. 3, b); b. Athene, 
seen by T ire isias, blinded him, bu t compensated 
him with inward sight (prophecy); c. in the 
Siegfried-version 'Brot' the two women express 
their jealousy while 'bathing in a river'; 6. in 
many parts of the world bathing was practised 
as a rai11-cltarm. 
battlefi eld 

I. the struggle in man's soul: from Bhaga
vat-G ita t hrough Gr. Greene ; 2. sequence of the 
seasons and fertility (war-gods a lso being agri
cultural god s). 
ba uble 

I. e tym. doubtful: O.Fr. 'babel' = child's 
toy; but the word m ay be related to L. ' libril
lare' = to oscillate; 2. a foo l's st ick: "A Fool 

~Ill 11111 flVl' his bauble for the Tower of Lond-
1111" p111Vl'1 b; 3. phallus: " l would give his w ife 
1111 h.111hh', w, to do her service": All's W. 4, 5; 
-h" 11. 1111 2. 4, and J . Ford(" 'Tis Pity She's a 
Wh111•·" I , 2); 4. Aaron (symbol of dark lust): 

1\11 tollnt holds a bauble for a god": T it. 5, 1: 
1•h~ l1 11 1 u lts; 5. any bit of frippery, a plaything ; 
• c Ith 4, I . ('assio referring to Bianca. 
h•v Cpull) 

v11lv11 "Ile anchored in the bay where all 
111111 ohk"· Sonn. 137. 
h•v c 111·1·> 

I 'nvt•et tourer = ' Laurus nobilis', a spe-
1 h, 111 the laurel-t ree fam ily, one of the earliest 
~ 1111w11 herbs; it grows to a large evergreen 
•h111h (u p to 60 ft .), and has succulent berries; 
11 I~ probab ly the same as the 'Daphne' of an
' h'lll Iltcr:itu re, yet the ' laurel' entries have 
1111111 pivcn separately, just as they have been 
h111 111I, 2. (like the laurel) it is an attribu te of 
l\p11I111 and Aesculapius; for A pollo v. T heocr. 
t i 1111· 1 I), Pindar (Pyth. 10), Pausan. (10, 5); 3. 
111 , 111wns and w reaths t hey denote any kind of 
''"'"" bu t esp. poetic, or mart ial, or sporting 
I 11111•· c.(I. w reaths were given to t he winner of 
1111 h11u t-race in Aen. 5, 245 ('lauro', so one of 
lhl' 11111ny doubtful cases); 4. immortality, un
/1111/11>1 affection: an evergreen ; coffins are deck-
111 with bays because, seeming d ead , they rise 

11•11ln from the roots (Sir T h. Brown: 'Urn
lluilul'); 5. in t he Graeco-Roman world it gave 
~111111 luck branches; in the M.A. in churches it 
wu~ ,, welcome to e lves and fa iries at (hristmas; 
h 1l'lutcd w ith the death: .a. of a k ing: t he king 
wuH thought dead (in R 2 2, 4) in Wales becau se 
1h1• "baytrees in our country are all withered"; 
v 4 nnd 7, d ; b. " bay for t hose dead in t heir 
p1 hue" C hr. Rossetti: Song . "Oh roses for t he 
llush of youth" ; 

7.[olklore: a. common as Ch ris tm as decora
t ions (v. 5); b. is never struck by lightning: v. 
Wl'11ster (White Devil, 5, 4); c. p rotective a
~ulnst the plague and evil spirits; d. sudden 
withering of the tree: evil o men: it means either 
11t•sti lence o r the death of a king (all the bays 
tiled before Nero's death), or of a member of 
the fam ily, if in one's garden; e. the leaves 
1·r.1ckling in t he fire: propitious omen: Tibullus 
l, s. 8 1. 
beed 

I. ctym.: OE 'gebed' = prayer ; 2. prayer, 
rnsiuy: " A nd beads and prayer-books are the 
toys of age" (= of o ld age): Pope ("Essay on 
Man", Ep. 2); 3. fe male principle; 4. a str ing of 
heads: children, sexual intercourse; 5. from of 
old used for barter (beside decoration): in pre
historic times they were usually worn around 

bean 

the hip rather than around the neck; 6 . tears: 
K. John 2, 1; Cacs. 3, 1; 7. related to Birming
ham in England and to Venice on the Cont in
ent ; 8. folklore: a. gold beads arou nd the neck 
prevent or cure all kinds of throat-diseases, 
and generally protect against malevolent spir
its; b. blue beads esp. against the evil eye. 
beagle 

a small dog with excellent scen t and sagac
ity; the term is used: a. as endearment for the 
servant-girl in Twelfth 2, 3; b. contemptu ously 
in T im. 4 , 3. 
bean 

I. very e lementary form of food (the staple 
food in many countr ies; cf. barley); 2. e lement
ary form of counting: (standing phrase) "to 
know how many beans make five"; 3. e ne rgy: 
' to be full of beans (and benevo lence)'; yet 
Pliny: it dulls the senses (18, 30); an a ttribute 
of Gratitude: it enriches t he soil it grows on ; 

4. ghosts: a. Pythagoras forbade the eating 
of beans because o f the transm igrat ion of souls, 
bu t also Pliny believed that the dead resided in 
them; a woman eating a bean at All Soul's Day 
in Rome cou1d become pregnant of a ghost ; b. 
spitt ing beans at ghosts was a defence against 
t hem and at the Roman Lemuria beans were 
thrown over t he shoulder for them; v. Ovid 
(fast i 5, 436ff.) ; 5. connected with t he White 
(Barley) Goddess: it has white flowers at the 
same time as the Hawthorn (q.v.); related to the 
Demeter-cu lt, though ' impure' : Pausanias (8, 
15); 6. resurrection, reincarnation : they grow 
spirally upwards (v. Spiral), which is a charm 
against absolute death; fert ility: a. 100% repro
ductive; b. when still green the bean resembles 
male sexua l organs (Lucian); 7. connected with 
witches: a. bean-stalks fo rm the witches' 
broom s; b. they can be used as a charm against 
witches; 8. the King of the Bean on Twelfth 
Night was a figure s imilar to the Bishop of 
fools the Abbot of Unreason , the Lord of Mis
rule, ihe Prince of Carnaval, or the King of the 
Saturnalia (q.v.); 9. beanstalk: generally favo ur
able: a. the Universe Tree of t he Fairy-tales; b. 
the ladder to heaven; c. for Jack and the Bean
stalk: v. Jack; IO. cosmetic: to puff out the 
body: w ith roasted lupin seed used as a cosmet
ic: Ovid (De Med. fac. 69ff.); 1 1. recognition: 
(again) with lupin an a t tribute of recognit ion 
in emblems; 

12. folklore: a. like all plants with strong
smelling flowers th ey are associated with death 
and ghosts: (like in Rome) sometimes distribut
ed and eaten at funerals; b . early Greek: the 
scapegoat who died an nually for the people was 
chosen by means of a black bean by lotte ry; 
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bear 

later used to register votes in elections; c. souls 
of the dead dwell in the flowers of the broad 
bean; so it is ill-omened: its flowers' smell prod
uces accidents (esp. for miners), lunacy, bad 
dreams and terrifying visions; d. the white inner 
lining of the bean-pod eurcs warts. 
bear 

1. general: a. considered to be a very danger
ous (if noble) animal, the king of. the animals in 
the North (dedicated to Donar); b. the young 
bears are not bears when they are born, but 
they arc licked into shape: Ovid (Metam. 15, 
379) ; c. they breed only once in seven (!) years, 
and when they do, all the cows and sows lose 
their young untimely in the neighbourhood; d. 
a she-bear enters her winter-lair walking back
wards, to divert attention; 2. violence: a. it 
roars (Isa. 59, I 1) and eats flesh (e.g. Dan. 7, 5 , 
whe re it has three ribs between its teeth); it is 
generally considered a very dangerous animal in 
the Bible, esp. when robbed of its young, which 
image recurs frequently, e.g. Prov. 17, 12; b. 
the word 'berserk' prob. means 'bear-coat' and 
refers to a Norse warrior who changes in to a 
furious bear; cf. Lycanthropy; 3. a lunar animal 
(subject to change) and connected w ith the 
Mother-Goddess: a. a she-bear suckled Atalanta; 
b. it was sacred to Artemis, in whose company 
it was; it was also one of her disguises; c. sacred 
to the Erinyes; d. an Arcadian nymph, Callisto, 
resting in a wood, was raped by Zeus in the 
form of a bear: Ovid (Metam. 2, 440ff.); v. also 
Snake; e. in Reynard the rox, Brune may stand 
for a warlock; 

4. some solar aspects: a. Yahweh (whose 
weapon was often the Kingdom of Persia): a. 
"He was unto me as a bear lying in wait": Lam
ent. 3, IO ; b. with the fury of a she-bear 'be
reaved of her whelps' Yahweh will punish Is
rael: Hosea 13, 6 - 8, in combination with the 
same four beasts of Daniel's vision (Hosea pre
ceding Daniel); b. David had killed a lion and a 
bear with his hands before killing Goliath; cf. 
Siegfried (Nibelungen 16); c. in the company of 
solar animals: in Daniel's vision: a lion and a 
leopard and a fourth; 5. nobility: kings claim 
descent from seals, bears, met11~ina, etc.: a. it 
will not touch anything that is (or pretends to 
be) dead: Aesop (176); b. it is the emblem of 
Russia ("Approach thou like the rugged Russ
ian bear": Mac. 3, 4), where he is considered as 
a friend of man; sometimes the reverence felt 
for the bear is accompanied by a tabu on killing 
it; D. Thomas: the White Bear = the opposite of 
the Black Medusa of the Black Sea; 6. stubborn
ness, clumsiness: a. "Though authority be a 
stubborn bear": Wint. 4 , 4; b. Aristotle: silli-
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ness; c. ugliness: " I am as ugly as a bear": MND 
2, 2; d. clumsy dancer (proverbial); c. triviality; 
f. often the opposite of horse: v. Tim. 4, 3; 

7. melancholy: " I am as melancholy as. .. a 
lugged(= baited) bear": IH4 1, 2; 8. M.A.: a. 
(with the lion) emblem of the devil: based on 
I Sam. 17, 34 by St. Augustine (and also Rhaba
nus Maurus); b. the steed of Fury in a psycho
machia; c. icon: Anger's armoury: in her helmet 
a bcar's head with fire issuing from the mouth; 
d. the Flesh: he is as keen on honey as the flesh 
is on voluptuousness (St. Bonaventura); more
over, bears couple lying down like humans 
(Pliny I 0, 8 3); 9. her.: a. power; b. tenacity 
(does not fly before an animal, but stands up to 
meet him); c. ferocity in the protection of kin
dred; d. a 'muzzled bear and ragged staff was 
the badge of the House of Warwick: ref. 2H6 5, 
I (twice); 10. a/ch.: nigredo of prime matter, 
related to all initial stages and instincts; 11. 
psych.: a. (like cat, snake, and crocodile) the 
Kore and mother-figures in animals; b. a therio
morphic symbol of Self in dreams; c. the dan
gerous aspect of the unconscious; d. also the 
male is a 'feminine animal', often a manifesta
tion of the Terrible Mother imago in the uncon
scious; 

12. folklore: a. (like many tamed animals) 
returns in ghostly form after death ; b. for tread
ing on squares in the pavement, v. Pavement; c. 
can be 'betrayed with glasses': Cacs. 2, l (= 
blinded by mirrors?); d. cosmetic: its fat is used 
fo r eye-brow pencilling: Pliny , Ovid (Art. Am.); 
e. bear-baiting: sim ilar to bull-baiting: a cruel 
sport (till outlawed by Parliament as late as 
1835), at first taking place o n Thursday (= 
Donar's day?), later on Sundays, at arenas call
ed ' bear-gardens': a bear was tied to a stake and 
harassed by dogs; Queen Elizabet h and Mary 
Tudor were very fond of watching it; the Puri
tans were against it (according to Macaulay, be
cause it gave pleasure to the spectators); 13. 
Polar bear: attribute of Evil (q.v.). 
Bear, the Great -

I. the most important constellation of the 
Northern hem isphere, since it is related to Ursa 
Minor and thus to the Polar S tar; moreover its 
tail turns in the directions o f the seasons con
nected with them: in Spring to the East, in 
Summer to the South, in Autumn to the West 
and in Winter to the North; 2. it is probably the 
star mentioned by Job (9, 9), transl. in the A.V. 
as 'Arcturus', with two other constellatio ns (to
gether 'Ash, Cesil, and Cimah') as made by 
God; 3. Greece: Callisto (v. Bear ; this story has 
variants: her son Areas is also said to be the 
patriarch of the Arcadians), with her son Areas 

••' '"""warder' or Arcturus; they called it 'Ark
'"' (11'1 . Iliad 18, 487) ; Ursa Minor was called 
I t """ira "dog's tail": 4 . other English names 
••• Sqitrionus, the Wagon, Plough, Dipper 
4,\111 ), ('harlcs's Wain (= 'churl's wain' = pcas
•nl'• n irt) ; v. Skull as dr inking-cup for o ne 
'""V nl 11'> origin; 5. further legends: a. a bride 
Mtll l 111.mkn robber; b. in some myths a stag, 
1•111"11·1' by the Po lar Star, which is the Hunte.r; 
wl11· 11 the stag is killed the end of the world will 
tllllll' 

heard 
I t rom of o ld held in great honour: a. be-

' """' 11 1s the sign of full manhood (a bearded 
11-11111.111. is often a witch); b. related to the sun-
t 1o11·1111uds: a. people swore 'by the chin' (as 
111111 h as by the Biblical 'thigh', q.v.); b. some-
111111·~ sympathetic magic was performed to 
1't11111ntc the growth of a beard, as related to 
h 1t1l11y: 2. already the Egyptians frizzed, dyed 
,,, hrnnacd it (to give it the orange colour of the 
•1111 1, ho lh male and female later wore a metal, 
1.11 ... • lirard ('postiche') as a sign of sovereignty; 
1111' lt-ws braided them like the Assyrian gods, 
.11111 when two men greeted each other they 
v101\tll'd each other's beard and kissed it; 3. cull
,,,~ ,1 heard (or pulling by the beard: v. llam.) 
" 11~ ,111 infamy in large parts of the Near East: a. 
111 lhl' O.T. the beard is on ly cut (or covered) as 
1 1111111 of penance (which may be of Egyptian 

111 irln) , or mourning, or punishment, or putting 
.. 11111·onc to shame: e.g. 2Sam 10, 4; or Isa. 50, 
11. h slaves were shaved as a mark of servility; c. 
lhthodox Jews still add the hanging earlock 
l'Jll'YOt'), which was already worn by the patri-
111 h\ and prophets; d. only in later Roman 
Ihm·~ it became a general custom to shave the 
hr11rd (Scipio Africanus first?); 

4. the ancient Celts only wore extremely 
l11111t moustaches; 5. Anglo-Saxons wore beards 
till the 7th cent. (except the clergy who were 
1111npcllcd to shave by law) ; English kings wore 
1111111staches till William I compelled them to cut 
lhl·m, according to the Norman fash ion; 6. cert-
11111 regiments in the army began to wear mous
l1H'hcs (at a time were even compelled to grow 
t111·111), so it became a distinctive of the milit-
111 y: in Shakespeare's time they still had full 
h1•11rds: "Then the soldier, Fu ll of strange oaths 
,111d bearded like the pard .. ": AYL 2, 7; 7. relat-
1·11 to old age: a. wisdom, experience: "And 
then the justice ... With eyes severe and beard of 
lormal cut...": A YL 2, 7; b. dotage: Hamlet to 
l'olonius, who complained the player's speech 
w11s too long: "It shall to the barber's with your 
heard" (2, 2); 

8. the living as opposed to the dead : in 
prunitive f rescoes only the living have beards, 

beast-marriage 

the dead none; this also applies to Christ who 
has a beard on earth, and is clean-shaven after 
his death ( the un-sexing taking place after 
death); 9. colour: a. blue (being an impossible 
colour): evil (v. Bluebeard) ; attr ibute of the 
moon-god Sin; b. golden: rays of the sun; c. 
grey: o ld age (v. 7) or moon-rays; d. red: the 
Norse God Thor, Odysseus, etc.; 10. Cabala: 
the beard of the Great Face (Makroprosopos) 
of the Concealed Ancient One (God as Father
figure): from it the who le creation (w ith its 13 
rivers of life) proceeds; 11 . v. Hair. 
beast 

I. human actions, usually too low for anim· 
als to share them; e.g. "Of all tame beasts I hate 
slu ts most": proverb; 2. righteousness: "A 
righteous man regardeth the life of his beast; 
but the tender mercies o f the wicked are 
cruel" : Prov. 12, 10; 3. any being that 'wants 
discourse of reason' (ll am. 1, 2); 4 . O.T.: a. in 
Daniel: a. a lion with wings, which are plucked 
off and the lion is made to walk on his hind 
leg; and gets a human heart: Nebuchadnezzar 
(?): losing his strengt_h or getting a humanized 
form; b. a bear. only half-raised: Darius the 
Med ian (?); c. a' leopard w ith 4 wings and 4 
heads : Cyrus (and the 4 Persian kings?); d. a 
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible and strong 
exceedingly: it had iron teeth , brass nails, and 
10 horns, to which an I I th grew (plucking 3 of 
the first off), with human eyes and a mouth 
('speaking great things' = blasphemies): Alex
ander the Macedonian (?); b. in Retevations 
(Ch. 13): a. the first Beast (coming out of the 
sea) has been composed of the four of Daniel: 
the Roman Empire as given power by the 
Satan-Dragon: physical power and pride; the 
Roman conquerors, esp. Nero who was and will 
come again (legend of 'Nero redivivus'); v. 
Numbers (666); b. the Second Beast: coming 
out of the earth: false prophets, intellectual de
lusion: it had horns like a lamb (or T he Lamb) 
and spoke like a Dragon (= 'wolf in sheep' s 
clothing'); 

5. a beast with many heads: Hydra, Cerbe
ru s, etc.: evil multiplied (v. Mu ltiplicity); 6. 
(since Plato) a democratic state; ref. e.g. in Cor. 
4, l ; 7. the beast with two backs: copulation: 
" l am one, sir, that come to tell you your 
daughter, and the Moor. are now making the 
beast with two backs": 0th. 1, l; the original is 
Rabelais: 'la beste a deux dos'; 8. discarding the 
beast: aspiration: "Move upward, working out 
the beast, And let the ape and tiger die": Ten
nyson ("In Memoriam" ll8). 
beast-marriage 

I. may have developed from virgins and 
youths offered to a (drought etc.) monster, like 
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beating 

the Minotaur (cf. the Malek-Moloch sacrifices in 
the O.T.); 2. 0.T.: reports of couplings with an
imals (esp. of women) are innumerable and may 
refer to fertility-rites (cf. Lev. 18, 23 and 27) 
which they themselves had practised or their 
neighbours; the rites were maintained (in imita
tion) into the 18th cent. in the co itions of the 
witches with the homed goat-witchmaster-devil; 
3. a. Aesop: Fables 18 and 96; b. endless trans
formation-stories: e.g. Apuleius' Golden Ass; 

4. the commonest forms of beast-marriages 
are: I. sky-gods: a. bull-marriage: Pasiphae, Eu r
ope; b. bird-marriage: Juno with Zeus as cuck
oo, Astraea by Zeus as eagle, Leda by the swan, 
etc.; II. earth: snake-marriages: from Eurynome 
to Deo's daughter (Ovid: Metam. 6, 114); III. 
sea-gods: a. horse-marriage: Neptune and Ceres; 
b. ram-marriages: Theophane by Neptune; c. 
dolphin: Melantho by Neptune; 5. the basic 
idea is still to be found in dreams, movies, 
books, etc. where a woman is 'carried' by an 
ape, etc.; 6. psych.: sexuality freed from the 
restrictions of civilized and 'humane' morality; 
7. nursery-rhyme: v. Swine; 8. in later versions 
the beast usually transforms into a human be
ing, its original shape, regained by the love of 
another human being; 9. in nature: time-myth: 
the sun (a night-monster) appearing like a dazz
ling youth to the Dawn-maid; or Winter to the 
Spring-maid, etc.; 10. v. Beauty and the Beast. 
beating 

I. promotes fertility ; 2. for almost any of 
the flagellation-purposes (v. Flagellation) a 
man's clothes may form a substitute, ranging 
from rain-making (often accompanied by cutt
ing) to thief-catching. 
beauty 

1. nobility: "health and wealth create beau
ty": proverb; 2. charity, virtue, immortality: 
"A thing of beauty is a joy forever , etc." : Keats 
("Endymion"); 3. related to Water: Aphrodite 
and her Near-Eastern equivalents were born 
from water as Queens of the Sea; 4. strength: 
"Beauty draws more than oxen": proverb; cf. 
the 'toil of grace'; 5. transcience (the opposite 
of 2): "Beauty is but a blossom": proverb. 
Beauty and the Beast 

1. a world-wide motif; 2. sometimes the 
prince is a supernatural being metamorphosed 
into an animal, a bird, a monster, etc.; 3. usual
ly the change is temporary, and, since the 
maid cannot stand his divine form, she must be 
made immortal (= striving high); rel. to the 
swan-maiden (q.v.); 4. the story of the extreme
ly ugly Ricky with the Tuft in Perrault's Tales, 
who could give the gift of wit to a beautiful, 
dumb woman, and who would receive in return 
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the beauty he desired, if she would marry him, 
is related to this theme; 5. in many ballads, e.g. 
"The Laily Worm"; in inverted form the "Bal
lad of King Orfeo": Henry fulfils all the terr
ible wishes of the ogress, who, in the morning, 
appears to be "the fairest lad ye that ever was 
seen"; the same change from an ogress into a 
beautiful lady is to be found in "The Marriage 
of Sir Gawain"; 

6. the inverted fo rm is often found in Ger· 
manic legends where damsels in distress appear 
as snakes, or dragons, which have to be kissed 
in order to become beautiful women; certain 
wise women are supposed to have a fish's or 
serpent's tail; 7. psych.: Beauty is any young 
girl or woman having an emotional bond with 
her father (who plucks the rose she asks in 
Beast's garden); Beast is both kind and cruel, 
and by breaking the emotional tie with her 
father, she can love Beast for his goodness, thus 
transforming him into a beautiful prince; as a 
dream-type it may occur at any moment of in
itiation in a woman's life: whenever the union 
of spirit and nature has been disturbed; 8. v. 
also Beost-ma"iage. 
beaver 

1. when hunted for the medicinal virtue of 
its genitals, it bites them off, and throws them 
to the hunter: Pliny (8, 47 and 32, 13); 2. in
dustry, engineering; 3. wisdom; 4. M.A.: a. con
nected with Germany; b. self-mutilation, self
sacrifice: man discarding the sins of adultery 
and fornication to escape the devil; c. in the 
M.A. it was still found in Germany, now only 
further North; it is thought to kill fish with its 
tail; the monster Geryon is compared to it in 
Dante (lnf .. C. 17); 5. peace: it mutilates itself 
to maintain peace with the hunters (Leonardo 
da Vinci); 6. her.: a. sacrifice; b. peacefulness; 
c. tolerance; d. skill (esp. in castle-building); e. 
vigilance; f. sometimes fou nd with the scroll: 
"Semper laborans". 
bed 

1. rest, cohabitation: "More belongs to mar
riage than four bare legs in a bed": proverb; 2. 
secrecy: "If the bed could tell all it knows, it 
would put many to the blush": proverb; 3. just
ice: its attribute: justice must be dispensed un
disturbed; the soft pillows are Mercy, tempering 
Justice; 4. the green bed of the lovers in SoS (1, 
17): Nature; 5. a place of anguish : "all night I 
make my bed to swim": Ps. 6, 6; v. also Job 7, 
13ff.; 6. a place of reflection: Ps. 4, 4: "Com
mune with your own heart upon your bed and 
be still"; also: "Woe to them that devise in
iquity, and work evil upon their beds": Micah 
2, 1; 7. a place of languishing of sickness: e.g. 

I'• 41, 3 ; 8. God's om nipresence: "If I ascend 
up into heaven , thou art there: if 1 make my 
'""' In hell, behold, thou art there": Ps. 139, 8; 
'I " the bed is shorter than that a man can 
•l11•1d1 him self on it": Isa. 28, 20 (a Hebrew 
p111w rb) ; 10. the beds in the East are softest: 
I h•1111utra's; l l. D. Thomas: the bed of love 
I•·• 11111c~ 'hospital': taken from T.S. Eliot 
! " I our Quartets") who took it from Sir Th. 
ll111wnc: for the cureless body of 'counted dust' 
t" ll oly Spring") ; 

12.folk/ore: a. it is unlucky to enter a bed 
,,1 11111ht on one side, and leave it the next morn-
1111• 1111 the other(= 'the wrong side'); b. in order 
'" ,1vo1d becoming pregnant (again) you must 
~1· 1•11 other people's children off your bed; c. 
11111"'-•ry-rhymc: "Go to bed first, A golden 
p111..c, Go to bed second, A golden pheasant, 
1 .11 10 bed third , A golden bird"; 13. a bed of 
''""'"~: an old man is a bed of bones; 14. the 
/lt-d of Ware: a famous 11 feet, square bed: still 
1•\ 111111 ; ref. Twelfth 3, 2; 15. a bed.stead of 
'"'" of Og, king of Bashan, the rich cattle-land 
1111111uercd by the Israelites; perhaps a grave of 
1h1hncn-stones of basalt (= ' iron-stone'). ..... 

A. Keneral: 1. Egyptian hier.: a determinat
ive• In royal nomenclature, because of: a. their 
1111111nrchic organization: b. industry, creative 
"11vi1y, and wealth; 2. the Queen-bee tears out 
1h1· genitals of the drone after the act; 3. the 
lw1· prefers the ash-tree; 4. according to Vergil's 
"l;c;orgics" (ch. 4) the natural enet'llics of the 
111•1) urc: a. rain and wind: they must take up 
'1111111 ballast-stones to steady their course; b. 
l11•1h1vorous animals; c. lizards; d. birds (esp. the 
•w11 llow); v. also Pliny (11, 19); 5. (according to 
Vt·r11il) they need: a. fresh water nearby and 
l11111rant to tempt the new swarms to come 
lnrth; b. a tree to catch them, but no yew-tree: 
In his Eel. (9, 30) he especially warns the bees 
10 shun the yews of Corsica, because of the 
hiller taste of those trees; c. no roasting of 
1•111bs, or where the smell of mud is strong, or 
where are hollow rocks; d. the tempting of the 
~wurm must be accompanied by tinkling sounds 
nnd the clashing of Cybele's cymbals; for their 
love of rough music v. also Ovid (Fasti, 3, 
136ff.); 6. unsexual reproduction : they have 
'klAgs' instead of 'queens'; descr. in Pliny (esp. 
11 . 17) ; 7. the best swarming-tin1e is May (v. 
h1lklore); 8. "Old bees yield no honey": prov-
11rb; 9. their origin is in Paradise, where they 
were the 'little winged servants of God', turning 
I rom white to brown after the Fall; with eagles, 
the only animals that have access to heaven; 

B. related to the Moon-Goddess: I. to 

bee 

Aphrodite.Cybele, who destroyed their sum
mer-kings by tearing out their genitals (cf. A, 
2); 2. Queen-bee orgies were held al Midsum
mer (death of the Sun-king who ruled the first 
half of the year) ; 3. the form of the priestesses 
of Delphi, emblem of Aphrodite and Mylitta 
(the Chaldean Mother-Goddess); Pausanias (8, 
13) believed they were bumble-bee-priestesses; 
4. the bee is found on medals of Ephesus, the 
city with the special cult of the Mother-goddess 
and famous for magic; 5. related to the lunar 
bull: a. they come forth out of the carcases of a 
choice bull's entrails when buried: Ovid (Met
am. 15, 365f.); cf. 'hornets' from horse-carcases; 
in Sir Th. Browne st ill considered to gener
ate from dead heifers (Gard. of Cyrus); b. when 
your flock dies out, a new swarm may be cre
ated from the putrid blood of a young bull 
pommelled to death: Vergil (Georgics, ch. 4) ; c. 
related to T aurus as the exaltation of the Moon; 
6. used in aphrodisiacs (in Rome); 7. Jung: re
lated to the Earth-mother, to the Moon and the 
Virgin Mary; 8. related to witches and fairies: 
e.g. the famous: "Where the bee sucks there 
suck I": Temp. Ariel's Song, which continues 
with owls and bats; 

C. honey is the Food of the Gods: 1. Zeus 
was fed on honey by the Goat-nymph, while 
hiding as an infant from Saturn, while the Cu
retes clashed cymbals to drown his cries; 2. con
nected with Saturn's 'Golde n Age' (cf. Paradise 
in A, 9); 

D. related to the Sacred Kings: I. a form of 
the seasonal changes of the King (v. Seasons); 2. 
Aristeus (according to Vergil) raised a new 
sWarm of bees from the carcase of catt le, but 
esp. from a lion's carcase (cf. Samson); the 
Great Goddess was sometimes a Lion-goddess, 
because under the sign of Leo, the King was to 
die : the spirit of the dead Lion appeared as a 
bee then ; 

E. death and immortality: l. very often the 
bee is related to skulls and carcases; v. D, 2, and 
B, 5; 2. a swarm of bees settled on the skull of 
Onesilas (Herodotus 5, 114); 3. "For pity, Sir, 
find out the bee Which bore my love away": T. 
Herrick ("The Mad Maiden's Song") ; cf. "O 
death, where .s thy sting?": ICor. 15, 55; 4. on 
the graves in the catacombs they represent 
Christ arisen, Resurrection, Immortality; 5. the 
bodies of the dead were smeared with honey to 
prevent decomposition; 

I'. character-traits: I. favourable: I. com
munal industry, obedient activity: a. among the 
Greeks, Christians, etc.; b. life under the Law, 
apportioning to each his particular field of 
action, working from dawn to dusk; c. they are 

41 



bee 

the only useful insects; 2. activity from which 
others profit: altruism: a. "Sic vos non vobis 
mellificatis apes" (So do you, bees, make 
honey, but not for yourself) : at tr. to Vergil; b. 
the only insect that has been 'tamed' (apart 
from performing fleas); Pliny (11, 4f.): neither 
wild nor domesticated; 3. chastity: a. a virgin
ity-test: send a girl through a s\varm of bees and 
see if they attack her: they detect inchastity at 
once; they also attack men who have been 
sleeping with women (Plutarch); b. they do not 
give themselves to love, do no t seek pleasure 
which weakens, do not know the union of the 
sexes, neither the pangs of maternity: Vergil 
(Georg. 4); c. continence, the symbol for mon
astic life: 'laboriosa, pudica': St. Ambrose; d. 
unsexual reproduction (having 'kings' instead of 
'queens'): " As birds do love the Spring, Or the 
Bees their careful King": Constable(?): "Dame
lus' Song"; 

4. prophecy: a. Deborah = 'bee': the proph
etess "dwelling under the palm-tree"; b. in an
cient Greece the bee-hive often was the shape 
of tombs, in which the Sacred King was 'buried' 
(for three days: his visit to the Underworld) 
while his Substitute reigned and died; or it may 
be seen as a remnant of ancestor cult; c. v. also 
B, 3; 5. eloquence: in Christian literature; Plato 
and Pindar acquired their art by bees producing 
wax on their lips in their sleep: Pausanias (9, 
23) and Pliny (11, 18); 6. soul: a. on cata
combs: v. E, 4 ; b. 'Vitis Mystica' (attr. to St. 
Berhard): the souls who know they can rise on 
the wings of meditation, free themselves from 
their bodies, like the industrious bee leaves the 
hive (= body, earth) to float to the Garden of 
Heaven; 7. instinctive order: "for so work the 
honey-bees Crea tures that, by rule in nature, 
teach T he act o f order to a peopled kingdom": 
HS 1, 2; bees and a bee-hive are a ttribu tes of 
Artifice; 8. the 'king of insects'; other 'kings' of 
the animal kingdom are: the eagle of birds; the 
ape of monk(fys; the lion of beasts; the whale of 
fishes; the oak and cedar of trees; 9 . a. sweet
ness out of bitterness: a bee sucks honey out of 
the bitterest flowers; cf. 2H4 4, 5; b. no sweet
ness without pain: "Honey is sweet, but the bee 
stings": proverb; 10. fertility: a. in the carcase 
of the lion which Samson had killed (seen by 
some as the sun in Leo = May-June, when the 
bees give their honey) he later found honey: 
Judg. 14, 8ff.; b. the Tree of Life and Death, 
Yggdrasil, shed dew-drops which fed the bee; 
therefore the bee still prefers ash-trees (Edda); 
11. love: " Love in my bosom like a bee Doth 
suck his sweet" : Th. Lodge ("Rosalynd's Mad
rigal"); 12. wisdom: they share in divine inte lli-
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gence through drinking heaven's aether; 13. 
punishment of Israel by the Lord: the Amoritcs 
"came out against you and chased :•ou, as bees 
do": Deut. I, 44; and "They encompassed me 
about like bees" (Ps. 118, 12); 

II. Unfavourable: I. flattery and tempt
a tion: stinged sweetness; 2. bureaucracy: a. re
lated bee - wax - seals of letters: Cym. 3, 2; b. 
"The calf, the goose, the bee, T he world is 
ruled by these three" (= parchm en t, pen, and 
sealing-wax): proverb; 3. madness on one spe
cial point: "to have a bee in o ne's bonnet": 
phrase; 

G. symbolic opposites: 1. wasp by Inversion 
(q.v.); 2. scorpion : both stinging, bu t one is 
profitable and the other pure evil; 3. fl y: insect 
of impurity; 4. spider (= Evil Incarnate): 
"Where the bee sucks honey, the spider makes 
poison": proverb; 5. butterfly: a. industry and 
playfulness; b. straightforwardness (a 'bee-line') 
opposed to the 'art of flying crooked'; 

H. correspondences: I. v. Seasons; 2. 
symbol of aether; 3. colour: blue; 

I. special mythological meanings: J. Egypt: 
a. regal power; b. consecrated to Ibis; 2. He
brew: a. govern , put in order; b. bee= Assyria, 
and Fly= Egypt: Isa 7, 18; 3. G reece: a. Athens 
was famous for its honey; b. consecrated to the 
Moon; 4. Rome: a. Mellonia, the queen-bee 
goddess; b. honey was used to subdue the harsh 
taste of wine; 5. Mithraism : important in the 
cult: on the altar a bull's head and three hund
red golden bees; the same nu mber of bees is 
mentioned by Sir Th. Browne as burial-gifts; 6. 
Christian: a. Mary; b. Christ; in that case Mary 
= the beehive: v. Birgit of Sweden's Revel
ations; 

J. her.: a. symbol of the Carolingians; b. 
Napoleon I made it a sym bol of sovereignty; c. 
well-governed industry; 

K. special literary references: a. Dante: 
angelic bees surround the symbolica~ mystic 
rose at the end of " Paradiso"; b. Blake: "The 
Poison of the Honey Bee Is the Artist's Jeal
ousy" (Aug. of Inn.) ; c. W.B. Yeats: summer 
(e.g. "The Madness of King Go ll"); d. T.S. 
Eliot: priest: e.g. "Mr. Eliot's Sunday Morning 
Service"; cf. the pries ts as caterpillars: devour
ing the joys of life; 

L.folklore: 1. there are var ious riddle
rhymes about bees, e.g. "Little bird of paradise, 
She works her work both neat and nice; She 
pleases God , she pleases man, She does the 
work, that no man can" ; 2. as 'birds of par
adise' they have the privilege of producing wax 
for candles for the altar, to make honey for 
man, and worship god by their humming (esp. 

11 c h11~ 1111:1s Eve, when they hum the Hund-
1 olth l' \,11111 in their hives); 3. becau se of its 
I"' I.ii holiness: a. it is sacrilege to kill one; b. 

1111 1 , unnol live in a household with quarrels 
•1111 hutrcd, or stand blasphemy and swearing 
t 1111 wl11ch they often sting the swearer) ; 4. 
111~1lh 11101 : bee-stings avert rheumatism, or cure 
It 11th kills like); 5. it is unlucky to buy or sell 
I ~•·•, mrnctimes safe o nly if the payment is 
1111111' In the purest metal: (sun) gold ; 6. swarm
Inv Muy as the month for swarming: "A swarm 
111 h1•1'' in May is worth a load of hay, But a 
•" ''"" in July is not worth a fly": proverb; 7. 
1111· •oul: sometimes souls take the form of bees 
1111 11 ,hort time immediately after death , or 
,,,. . .,.·en to leave, and return to, a sleeper's 
1111111111; cf. Butterflies; 8. "Th' ingenio us Bee 
w11111ght ever near her hive": prediction of a 
•t111m coming: Chapman ("Eugenia"); 

M. v. Beehive, Honey, and Drone. 
l1e• hrve 

I abundance; 2. activity (and further Bce
•I mbolism); 3. society, thriving on a system 
111 111ulual rapacity : B. de Mandeville; 4 . D. 
/'/111111as: the womb in which the honey (heat) 
I ~ In be found. 
IMtech 

I. connected with 'book' (as the earliest 
rnnes were written on beech tablets) and so: 
' lil crature'; 2. prosperiry; 3. related to music: 
" You, Tity rus, reclining under cover of a 
•tireading beech tree, practise the woodland 
muse on a slender reed": Vergil (Ec_I. I , l) ; 4. 
rl'lated to gods: a. dedicated to Jupiter: with its 
kavcs his altars were adorned at grand festiva ls; 
.1lso found on Jupiter's sacred Alban Mountain; 
h. the famous grove of Nennius had a counter
part in anothe r grove sacred to Diana, which 
was guarded by the 'King of the Wood' while he 
scrved his term as Diana's husband (till he was 
ritually killed) in a grove on the A lban Hills; 5. 
honour and victory (in garland s etc.); 6. related 
to sexuality: a. " With Nymphs who fondly 
clasped their fav'rite Youths Unawed by 
Shame, beneath a Beechen shade, Nor wiles, 
nor artificial Coyness knew": Warton ("The En
thusiast"); b. the dryads wedded to beech-trees 
were sturdy and full of joyous vitality; 7. the 
county 'Buckingham' was named after this tree: 
its fruit is the beechmast o r 'buck '; it served as 
fo~d in t imes of famine, and provides abundant 
fodder for game and swine; 8. as fuel: "beech
logs for winter-time". 
beer 

I. a masculine drink; 2. the drink of the 
common man (cf. Ale) as opposed to fast idious
ness: " I'm only a beer teeto taller, not a cham
pagne teetotaller": B. Shaw ("Candida" 3) ; 3. 

beggar 

myth.: a. the gods of the Olympus were sup
posed to drink a kind of beer; b. there were 
beer-o rgies in Thrace and Phrygia; Dionysus was 
originally a beer-god; later he superseded the 
wine-god; at the orgies the Sacrificial King 
danced like a partridge (q.v.) ; 4 . "good o nly for 
the Sonnet's strain": Fr. Beaumont ("A Letter 
to Ben Jonson"); 5. folklore: a. for an empty 
beer-bo ttle in planes: v. G remlin; b. famous 
proverb : "Turkey, carps, hops, pickerel, and 
beer Came into England all in one year" (pick
erel = young p ike); the year is supposed to be 
1520. 
beetle 

1. etym. the word was thought to be related 
to 'bite'; 2. general: a. its main enemy is the 
eagle, which deigns to kill so small a verm in; in 
revenge the beetle flies to an eagle's nest, and in 
his absence makes the eggs fa ll out, thus killing 
the young; sometimes it is believed to suck the 
eagle's blood, but that was denied by Shake
speare (2H6); b. it always walks backwards and 
:.vestwards; c. it shares much of the symbolism 
of the Scarab (q.v.) ; 3. death: sometimes the 
soul is supposed to reside in a beetle for a 
while; cf. Bee and Butterfly; 4. wirchcraft: a. 
related to crows, mice, rats, etc.; b. in Shake
speare it forms a cluster of images with crow -
bat - night - tleed; 5. fairies (related to 4); 6. life 
reduced to smallness: "The sense of death is 
·most in apprehension: And the poor beetle, 
that we tread upon, In corporal sufferance f inds 
a pang as great As when a giant dies": Meas. 3, 
1; 7. m11down, bringing darkness and shadows: 
" The shardborne beetle with his drowsy hums 
Hath rung night's yawning peal": Mac. 3, 2; cf. 
also Gray's "Elegy" and Collin's "Ode to Even
'ing"; 

8. a stupid, blind person : "beetle-headed, 
flap-eared knave!" Shr. 4, 1; 9. her.: a. mod
esty; b. reminder of worldly sorrows; IO. Ae
sop: a. when an eagle had devoured an animal 
which had asked the beetle to beg for pity, the. 
beetle took revenge by rolling the eagle's eggs 
out of the nest; even Zeus' help (whose special 
animal the eagle is) was of no avail; b. amazed 
at an ant's work in summer, it famished in win
ter (137) ; cf. Cicada; 11. Jung: an occasional 
theriomorphic symbol of Self in dreams; 12. 
folklore: a. a black beetle in the house: bad 
luck or bad news; b . only one instance of cura
tive power: against whooping-cough; c. the 
tapping of the Death Watch Beetle (wood
boring) foretells a sure death ; 13. v. individual 
beetles, like Ladybird, Scarab, etc. 
beggar 

1. poverty: Shakespeare: related to the clus
ter beggar - time - scraps - alms; 2. indepen-
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behemoth 

dence: (esp. in more modern novels) very often 
the beggars, tinkers. knife-grinders, etc. are the 
only people left with a natural life, insight, phi
losophy, and thus exert a favourab le influence 
on, and can join in, the world of imagination of 
a child; 3. insatiate: "a beggar's purse is bot
tomless": proverb; 4. the opposite of 'king': a. 
"And love is love, in Beggars, as in Kings": 
Dyer ("The lowest Tree"); b. "Then are our 
beggars bodies, and our monarchs and out
stretched heroes the beggars' shadows": Ham. 
2, 2; c. "Young Adam Cupid, he that shot so 
trim. When King Cophetua loved the beggar
maid": Rom. 2, I ; v. also Tennyson's poem; 5. 
his walking is essentially opposed to a gentle
man's horsemanship : "beggars mounted run 
their horse to death"; 3H6 1, 4; cf. the 16th 
cent. proverb: "Set a beggar on horse-back, and 
he'll ride to the Devil" (or: the gallows). 
behemoth 

I. a Biblical land-monster, like Leviathan in 
the sea; the most extensive description is to 
be found in Job; (with Leviathan-Lotan) the 
great opponent of Yahweh-Baal: Chaos; cf. in 
Egypt: emblem of involutive Set(h); 2. he eats 
grass, lives in fens and moves his tail like a 
cedar; 3. " his s trength is in his loins, and his 
force is in the navel of his belly" (= genitals). 
and the sinews of his stones are wrapped to
gether : Job 40, 16, etc.; 4 . "he is the chief of 
the ways of God" and is hard to catch (same); 
most probably a fertility-symbol. 
belfry 

I. call to prayer, religiosity (undone by cler
ical weakness): "the devil gets up to the belfry 
by the vicar's skirts": proverb; 2. in man: the 
head: "to have bats in the belfry" (phrase) = 
to be mad; cf. 'attic' for head, and "bees in 
one's bonnet" for madness; 3. related to Bell, 
q.v. 
be ll 

1. call'to worship: a. sometimes believed to 
summon the Supreme Spirit Himself; b. in early 
Christianity not only a call of Christ, but a sign 
of Christ himself; c. connection (hanging) be
tween heaven and earth; 2. joy, freedom : 
'Liberty-bell'; 3. alarm, call to battle or for 
help; 4. death: gay music turned to melan
cholic bells (= knell): Rom. 4 , 5; 5. andro
gyne, fertility: a. bell and handle (often deco
rated as trefoil, thunderbolt, etc.) = vulva + 
phallus; the same with bell and tongue; b. as an 
object of fertility-worship the phallus was often 
adorned with bells (v. Phallus); 6. virginity: a 
Hebrew emblem of virginity worn by unmarried 
women; 7. creative power of sound; 8. concord: 
"Like sweet bells jangled, out of tune and 
harsh": Ham.·3, I ; 
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9. vault, the heavens: according to shape; cf. 
Hood; 10. health: (via a pun:) "as sound as a 
bell" ; 11. special religious uses: a. O.T.: bells of 
gold, alternated with pomegranates, put at the 
hem of the ephod-mantle as symbols of fertili
ty, and to warn the dangerous threshold
demons of the lligh Priest's advance : '"that he 
die not" : Ex. 28, 35; it was later believed to 
draw the attention of the religious; b. Christian : 
a. when faith is in danger a bell of the Sangraal 
temple rings and a knight steps out; b. a glass 
bell was a way to fight the basilisk (q.v.) ; c. 
prob. since the 8th cent. a person could be ex
communicated 'by bell, book and candle'; these 
were words from the closing formula: "Do to 
the book, quench the candle, ring the bell"; the 
words have also been explained: bell = publiciz
ing, book = authority of the presiding bishop, 
candle = the possibility of the ban to be lifted 
by repentance; 12. special literary meanings: A. 
M. Arnold ("The forsaken Merman"): time, 
human mortality; B. W.B. Yeats: a bell branch 
kept the heroes asleep, and Oisin, the latter 
being awakened by a starling(= reality), q.v.; C. 
T.S. Eliot ("Dry Salvages"): related to 'sea': a. 
marking the flux of tin1e (esp. the ship's bell) : 
the moment of the intersection of time and 
timelessness; b. call to prayer (esp. the A nnun
ciation), or knell (= Resurrection); D. D. 
Thomas: a. the embryo (= poem) in formation 
(+ ref. bell - sea); b. dust-tongued or black
tongued bell: death; c. maternal, as opposed to 
the paterna l weathercock; d. bell u nder water: 
cannot create poems; 

13. falconry: bells were attached to the 
falcon above the foot: "The proudest he that 
holds u p Lancaster, Dares stir a wing if Warwick 
shake his bell" : fear-inspiring to his enemies: 
3H6 l , I ; 14. folklore: a. drives away demons 
of storm, pestilence; b. they have their own life 
and conscious thought: th ey ring of themselves 
in the presence of a saint, or when a crime has 
been committed; c. sometimes they are rung by 
mermaids with whom they have special connec
tions; d. several legends tell of bells that can be 
heard underwater of drowned towns, on certain 
days; e. they can ease birth, be rung at harvests 
to ensure the safety of the crop; f. ship's bells 
are often the embodimen t of the ship's soul; they 
always ring when the ship is wrecked, un
touched; g. the k nell: v. also Death; h. for the 
')Ursery-rhyme about the Bells of London: v. 
Oranges and Lemons. 
belladona 

l. the plant = the 'deadly nightshade'; 2. 
fatal gift: very venomous; 3. silence, loneliness; 
4. related to the mandrake; 5. T.S. Eliot's "Bel
ladonna" = the Lady of the Rocks: lack of fer-

llllt 1, hut at the same time Madonna, taking 
•11111•ivln11 llfe ("The Waste Land"). 
... ll11w1 

I wind~ to fan the heavenly fire; 2. weak, 
1111 I h·1 t11,1I blower: "You cannot drive a wind-
111111 1~lth u pair of bellows": proverb; ·3. flat
" 11 "hlr tlattcry is the bellows blows up sin": 
I'• 1 I , 2; 4. emblem of Cinderella: related to 
1h1 '11 ml llcarth and Fire (qq.v.). 
l•llv 

I 1tl11ttony: "whose God is theiI belly": 
l'hll I, 19; 2. physical, destructible body, mat
h 1. 11~ antitheses to brain, mouth, speech, 
t•h Ii the book of wisdom given by the angel 

111 ';t lohn would "make thy belly bitter, bu t it 
11.111 h1· In thy mouth sweet honey": Rev. 10, 

' ' I the seal of (carnal) affection, sensuality, 
111, hut (as entrails, kidney, etc.) also the seat 

111 111111passion and love; it is even the seat of 
111•' "the belly teaches all arts": proverb; 4. a 

1 .. II\ I Hied with wind = folly ('windbag'): 
.,h1111hl a wise man utter vain knowledge and 

1111 hh hclly with the east wind?" (= a fright-
1111w, destructive, desert wind): Job 15, 2; 5. ' 
11111 lhn·•• (height-symbolism): the curse of the 
• 1111·11t "Upon the belly shalt thou go and dust 
h.111 thou eat all the days of thy life": Gen. 3, 
I I 11 the rivers of the belly = the Spirit: "He 
th.1t hclicvcth on me, as the scripture hath said, 
11u t 11f his belly shall flow rivers of living wa
h 1" SI. John 7, 38; Christ referred to Isa. 12, 
I "wilh joy shall ye draw water out of the 
w1 11 ~ o l salvation"; 7. a slow belly: characteris
lh 111 ihe Cretans: they " are alway' liars, evil 
111°11 •1~. s low bellies": Ep. to Tit. l, 12; 8. a 
/1u111 hclly: emblem of Alexander in Nebuchad-
111'11111's sta tue; 9. Christian: a. a man's family 
111 1 k hcs; b. self-satisfied middle-class: "fair 
111111111 hclly with good capon lined": AYL 2, 7; 
Ill /.odiac: Virgo; 11. man-correspondence : 
1111• H1°11; 12. a/ch.: laboratory, the place of trans-
111ut11tlons; 13. counting-ou t rhyme: "Mister 
I 111 ty Belly, how is your wife? etc." 
h"ll 

I . power, strength; Thor's belt doubled his 
1·111111nous strength; 2. virtue: the "girding of 
th1• loins" (Eph. 6) has been explained as 'with 
1111111 , or charity'; 3. it may be related to the 
1•11h l~n treasure of fertility: in the "Quest of the 
11 <:mil" a virgin-princess supplies the belt of 
~11hl , silk, and golden hair interwoven for Solo-
1111111 's Sword (ch. 12); it is called the Sword of 
lh1· Strange Belt, and its scabbard is "Memory 
111 lllood"; 4. folklore: a girl, wearing her belt 
1wl•tcd, is in love; 5. v. Buckle, Girdle. 
ll41nodict 

I. Saint Benedict (March 21): folklore: "St. 

beryl 

Benedick, sow thy pease. or keep them in thy· 
rick": proverb; 2. " Here you may see Benedick 
the married man:" a valient trencher-man in 
war. but unable to cope with his wife, sighing 
away Sundays and fearing horns: Ado I , I. 
Benjamin 

I. youngest son of Jacob, his mother Rachel 
dying immediately after his birth; with her 
dying breath she called him Ben-oni (son of my 
sorrow), but Jacob renamed him Ben-jam in 
(son of my right hand), as he comforted him 
for the loss of Joseph; 2. Zodiac: Cancer; 3. 
emblem: a wolf. 
Beowulf 

a sun-king fighting the darkness-monster 
Grendel ("sceadugenga" = walker in the shad
ows) which nigh tly killed the knights of light ; 
with his sun-ray sword ('Hrunting') he also 
killed the monster's dam; after 50 years he was 
attacked by a winter-dragon (possessing under
ground riches) which he k illed with another 
ray-sword ('Naegling'), but died himself, accom
panied by Wiglaf (gloaming), and in agony 
seeing the budding verdure. 
Bermudas 

1. Elizabethan times: proverbially islands of 
tempests and enchantment: Temp. I, 2: "Still
vexed" ; 2. the name of a brothel-district in 
London, mentioned in Jonson's "Bartholomew 
fair" (2, 6); hence 'to live in the Bermudas' 
came to mean: to live in an out-of-the-way, but 
cheap and safe place (for criminals: it was un
disturbed by the o fficers of the law ; cf. 'Alsa
tia'). 
berry 

1. fruit of marriage; 2. close relation (friend
ship etc.): Helena and He rmia in MND : "So we 
grew together Like to a doub le cherry, seeming 
par ted, But yet an union in partition; Two love
ly berries moulded on one stem" (3 , 2); 3. im
mortality: Diarmaid killed the giant guarding 
the berries of immortality; 4. knowledge and 
rejuvenation: also a Celtic myth: these berries, 
growing above a pool, were guarded by a one
eyed giant; 5. v. the various trees, Dewdrop, 
Seed, etc. 
beryl 

I. a group of mineral gems, compnsmg 
Emerald, Crrysoberyl, etc.; 2. at one time the 
gem was so common that it is supposed that 
spectacles were made of them; yet Juvenal (Sat. 
5, 38) mentions expensive tankards crusted 
with amber and studded w ith beryl; 3. everlast
ing youth; 4. inner happiness, contentment, and 
goodness; 5. amulet: a. against death; b. seasick
ness, eye-ailment, throat-swelling; 6. used by 
'crystal-gazers'; 7. correspondences: a. Zodiac: 
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Bessie Bell 

Scorpio; b. hours of the day: 3 in the after
noon; 9. Hebrew: a. gem of the Highpriest's 
Breastplate: Asher, or (the sea.green beryl) 
Zebulun ; b. A.V.: the wheels of the chariot of 
God seen by Ezekiel were like beryl (according 
to o thers Chrysolite). 
Bessie Be ll 

in nursery-rhymes Bessie Bell and Mary 
Gray are famous beauties living together; from 
variants it has been thought that they did th is 
to escape the plague (like the characters in the 
'Dccamerone'): " Bessie Bell and Mary Gr~y. 
They were two bonny lasses; They built their 
house upon the lea, And covered it with 
rushes". 
be tony 

1. belonging to the Labiatae it grows in 
damp, shady places (hedgerows, woods, etc.); it 
has purple blossoms, and provides a yellow dye; 
2. surprise; 3. folklore: a. named after Bero
nike (= 'Veronica', in the West called Martha of 
Betany), who (according to early legends) was 
the woman healed by Christ of the issue of 
blood; b. many healing powers, and protective 
against nightmares, w itches, etc.; c. the natural 
enemy of the vine, whose tendrils curl away 
from it; cures and prevents drunkenness (Pliny 
26, 72). 
Beulah 

I. "thou shalt be called Hephzibah ('my de
light is in her') and thy land Beulah ('married')": 
Isa. 62, 4, about Israel; 2. in Bunyan it lies 
'beyond the valley of the Shadow of Death and 
also out of reach of G iant Despair'; the pilgrim 
was in sight of the Heavenly City and heard 
birds singing and "saw every day the flowers 
appear in the earth"; 3. Blake: a. Moon, Night 
of Love; b. man passes through Beulah to reach 
the earth ; it com pletely surrounds the earth, 
and is a place of Emanations, the Female (op
posed to the Male sun); c. it is also the place 
where Illusion begins; in Beulah is woven the 
Shadow, the vehicle of the Immortal through 
the lower world, which on earth becomes the 
body; d. man (v. a lso Los) becomes aware of 
E ternity (= the Inspired) in so much as he be
comes united with his emanation, which on 
earth is known as his wife. 
Bible 

folklore: A. used in d ivination: I. open the 
Bible at random (formerly Homer and Vergil 
were used similarly); 2. Bible and Key: a. if a 
girl wants to know if she will marry, she must 
tak e an iron door-key and insert it into the Bible 
(at the Sos or Ruth) so that the key-ring pro
trudes from the top; then she must bind the 
whole with her righ t garter; two persons must · 
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support it by placing a finger under the ring (or 
if the girl is alone, she puts the third fmger of 
each hand under it; v. l"inger); then she must 
recite "Many waters cannot quench love ... 
consumed" from the SoS; if the Bible turns 
under the supporting fingers (or falls to the 
ground) she will marry; if nothing happens dur
ing the recitation, she will not; B. used to de
tect witches by weighing them against the Good 
Book: v. Sca les. 
bilberry 

I .= 'whortle-berry' = 'Vaccinum myrt illus', 
a low shrub, found in open woods, heaths, etc., 
especially in hilly country; the berries (used for 
tarts etc.) arc dark blue, like the plan t; it is the 
main food for grouse; it is frost-susceptible and 
in part self-sterile; 2. Myrtile was offered a big 
bribe to tamper with his master's chariot in the 
chariot-race (often the end of a Sacred King); 
he was exposed and was thrown off a cliff, but 
Mercury (god of thieves and deceit) changed 
him into this shrub; 3. treachery; 4. blue: 
"There pinch the maids as blue as bilberry": 
Wiv. 5, 5. 
binary 

l. we call binary: w hat appears in dual 
form, but working together forms the unity of 
the num ber three (v. also Triangle and Dual
ism); 2. in the primitive mind the 'good and 
evil' fo rces arc complementary in this way: 
death is needed as much as birth, in order to 
have a full life; heat is needed as much as water, 
in order to have fertility, etc.; so when we talk 
of 'good', that is our interpretation: e.g. Seth -
Saturn who has positive and negative sides as so 
many individual symbols and Hades-Pluto = 
Death+ Riches of resurrection. 
birch 

A. general: 1. about 40 species of trees ar.d 
shrubs of the genus 'Betula', easily recognizable 
by their leaves, unisexual catkins before the 
leaf, the t iny one-seeded winged nutlets, but 
especially by the conspicuous light a nd dark 
peeling bark of the common Birch ('B. alba'); 
its wood is used for charcoa l and fuel (even if it 
burns very fast), for furniture and carriage 
building; in Russia, which is remarkable for its 
e ndless b irch woods (esp. the 'B. pendula') they 
make spoons of it, a nd use its bark for ta nnjng; 
2. the twigs harden only late in the year (like the 
willow a nd rowan, which are used similarly) ; 3. 
in the ba llad "The Wife of Usher's Well" the 
dead sons of the woman came to her with " hats 
o'birk", w hich was out of season, "But at the 
gates of Paradise That birk grew fair enough"; 

B. beginning, in its widest sense: I. New 
Year: a. it is the earliest forest tree (except the 

hi 1 I 111 put ou t new leaves: April I st was New 
\' 11" ol .1~ lur a long time (v. Calendar), and 
!Ill " 1111 I 111a11cc and agricultur.e; b. birch rods 
'' ""''I 111 drive out the o ld year (v. also 

W11111. , 111 North-West Europe it had the same 
111111 th111 of the New Year Tree as the olive 
t11-ll1ll h,111 111 Greece; often the annual New Fire 
WM 111 .uk nf lmch ; 2. in the Celtic Tree alpha-
1 t 11 11·11rc,c11tcd the first month, the first con-

11111111 ( II) , und the period Dec. 24 - Jan. 20 (v. 
I iii 1111.11 >: t Rome: used at the instalments of 
"" 111,, 4, very good as cradle-wood (also for 

lh '""' ''r llon against witches), just as elder was 
l•11I Hill' 11th month); 

f 11•/f 11mpagatio11: v. A, I ; 
11 11wd aga inst wilches: 1. v. B, 1, b; 2. to 

' 1111 ,,,. the evil spirits birch-rods were used for 
llu1•1'i11p delinquents and lunatics; 3. witches' 
t.1 "'"" hntl birch-twigs: evil spirits arc bound 
'"I" I 1,1 111•ht in them; 

I ·"'ociated with Death: I. v. A, 3; 2. in 
1111 l1.1 ll.1d "Clerk Saunders" Margaret is asked 
i.1 t h1• dcrk to "plait a wand o' bonny birk a r,id 
I 11 11 11 11 his grave"; 3. in the ballad the "Chevy 
1 Ii 1"·" (\l. 53): "So on the morrow they made 
1111111 h1ns Of birch and hazel so grey"; 

I /111•1• : 1. ded icated to Frigga, Norse god of 
'""'· .1 . phallus: W.B. Yeats: " But a birch stood 
1111 l111k" ("C'razy Jane" poems); 

I, 11race and meekness: birch-nymphs are re-
1•11 ,,•11tcd as fra il, young women with noating 
l11t1. 

11 tltc end of the world: arou~d the b irch 
th< l.l\t world-battle will be fough t (Norse); 

I folklore: a. a branch in a house for good-
1111 ~ , o1vcrting the evil eye (the same as small 
111 I~ < 111 u hat or button-ho le); b. a cross made 
111 11 h irch a nd a rowan stick averts witches; c. 
11wol lor the Maypole with streamers of red and 
11· 1111 1· (v. Colours) and set against the stab le 
1111111, where it wa s left all year round against 
11!""1~1·~ and witches' hag-riding. 
hlul 

/\. 1:e11eral: I. in poetic etym. (as in collo
'llih1I phrase) related to woman 'burd' and 
'11 lclc' : " But I wad gie a' my ha's and tours, I 

111111 that br ight burd in my bours": the ballad 
111 "Cospatrick"; 2. a fu ll-Oedged young bird, 
1 .1111•h t in a cage, will be killed by the parents 
v1v111i,t it poisonous food ; 3. its symbolic am
hlv,1lcnt meaning is shown by the fact that it is 
11111· of the symbols which are shared by Christ 
111111 Satan; 

II . air, wind: I. spiritualization; 2 . time: a 
fl•""-'&e in space = a passage in tim e; 

('. s1111(ki11g), fire, divine essence : l. most 
hlrd -symbolism, when connected with a tree, 

bird 

shares something of the Phoenix: the male tree, 
in which the burning female nests; 2. a form of 
the seasonal changes of the Sacred King: e.g. 
Zeus' changes into an eagle, a swan, a cuckoo, a 
hoopoe; Queen Uote (Oda) dreamt all the birds 
were dead in the country when her sons left for 
Hungary (Nibelungen-legends); 3. Yahweh as 
bird: e.g. the eagle (or vulture again?) in Deut. 
32, 11; Isa. 31, 5, etc. (v. Eagle); often Israel is 
referred to as u nder the protection of the 
(Babylonian) 'wings' .of Yahweh ; some take it 
that all Inda-European gods and goddesses had 
a bird beside a beast-manifestat ion; 

D. soul: substantiation of the soul: a bird 
ready to take fligh t, or on the wing: I. Egypt: 
birds with human heads are seen to leave the 
mouths of the dying; Sumerian Babylon: souls 
in the Underworld wear garments of bird- . 
feathers (Gilgam. Ep ic); 2 . a. ordinary mor tals 
become whi te birds (or bu tternies, or bees, 
qq.v.); b. Sun-kings become eagles (e.g. Gany
mede) or the Royal Gryphon; 3 . there are sever
al world-wide tales in which a monstrous man 
or woman is not to be killed, because their 
souls arc outside themselves, very often in the 
form of well-guarded birds; once the secret is 
known and the birds are killed, the o ther dies 
too; 4. when a man's soul has taken the form of 
a bird (especially sea-birds as those of drowned 
sailors), he may be doing penance for his 
sins; 

E. i111111or1alily: transmigra tion of the soul: 
there arc many examples in legends (v. Alba
tros, D, 2, or Tw. N. 4, 2): "Thou art not born 
for death, immorta l bird": Keats ("Ode to a 
Nightingale"); 

F. the female principle: v. A, i; C, 1; many 
(disgraced) women were changed eit her in to 
birds or trees; 

G. creation (creator): I. via bird = upper 
abyss, the bird becomes an attribute of god (v. 
Alpha and Omega); 2. v . C, 3, for Yahweh as 
b ird; 

H. (divine) messenger: I. v. Eagle; 2. often 
bringers of messages from wandering heroes; 3. 
sailors released birds to determ ine in which 
direction land lay (M.A.); 

I. character: I. favourable: I . aspiration : 
height-symbolism: " the early bird catches the 
worm": proverb; 2. prophetic: nearly all are 
prophetic in their flight or behaviour (= 'the 
language of birds' which some people ar e said 
to undentand) ; also expressed in the phrase: "a 
Little bird told ·me" ; 3. fertility: a . guardian of 
the Tree of Knowledge and Life, in order to 
release the jewel of moisture from the drought
monster at the foot of the tree; b. in a ballad 
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bird 

("Earl Mar's Daughter") we have a knight 
cha nging into a bird (a turtle-Oove, q.v.); a bird 
was originally a phallic symbol, like Fish ; 4. 
love: a. we often see b irds as metamorphosed 
lovers in fairy-tales; b. they often represent 
amorous yearnings (like arrows and breeze); c. 
Aengus, the Celtic god of love, gave kisses 
which were transformed into birds; 5. freedom; 
6. haste: 7. cleanliness (w ith self-interest): " It is 
an ill bird tha t fou ls its own nest": proverb; 8. 
parental care: "And, as a bird each fond endear
ment tries, To tempt its new-fledged offspr ing 
to the skies, He tried each art..." : Goldsm ith 
("The Deser ted Village"); 9. pleasure: a . as o p
posed to human melancholy: "How can ye 
chant, ye little birds, And I sae fu' o' care": R. 
Burns (" The Banks o' Doon") ; b. as opposed to 
its own melancholy: " Because the plea sure-bird 
whistles after the ho l wires (= blinded), Shall 
the blind horse sing sweeter?": D. Thomas; 

II. unfavourable: I. their absence: a . Hell: 
Avernus (entrance to the Underworld) was 
ca lled Aornos (= Birdless Land) by the Greeks: 
Vergil (Aen. 6~ 242); cf. the child writing in one 
of Hitler's camps: "There are no butterflies 
here"; (v. Soul etc. for other correspondences); 
b. charmed land: "O what can ail thee, knight
at-arms, Alone and palely loitering? The sedge 
is withered from the lake And no birds sing": 
Keats ("La Belle Dame sans Merci" ) ; c . absence 
of sex (in any form): "No bird nor fly ing fish 
Disturbs this island 's rest": D. Thomas ("Ears 
in the turrets hear"); 2. betrayal: as often as 
being messengers (of love) birds act as tale
bearers in folktales and ballads; ref. e.g. Per. 4 , 
3; and the ba llad " Young Hunting'', where it is 
a 'poppinjay'; cf. Eccl. 10, 20; 3. madness: "a 
girl as mad as birds": D. Thomas ("Love in the 
Asylum"), t ho ugh there may be a secondary 
meaning here of sexual heat; 4 . being judged by 
outward appearance: "Fine feathers make fine 
birds": proverb; 

J . correspondences: I. their natural oppo
sites or enemies: a. snake/serpent: representing 
the Underworld; b. tortoises: haste opposed to 
slowness; 2. season: " In March the birds begin 
to search ; In April the corn begins to fill; in 
May the birds begin to lay": proverb; 

K. special mythological meaning: Greece: 
the Mem no nides were phantom hen-birds, an
nually returning to the tomb of Memnon, the 
Black King of E thiopia, fighting on the Trojan 
side; they were supposed to have risen from the 
ashes of the funeral pyre, or to have been his 
girl-<:ompanions, changed into birds (perhaps 
Ovid 's fighting bird-Oisguised girls a t the win
ter-sols tice); 
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L. her.: a. claw or leg (e.g. of an eagle): one 
who preys; b. for maimed birds v. Martie!, Alle
rion, etc.; c. the commonest bird s in heraldry 
are the Eagle, ihe Stork, and the Crane; 

M. a/cit.: act ivat ion: 1. soaring: a. volatiliza
tion; b. sublimat ion; 2. swooping: a. precipita
tion ; b. condensat ion; 3. together: distillation; 

N. psych.: I. Jung: a. spirits, angels, super
natural aid, thoughts and flights of fancy; b. 
black and white birds: theriomorphic symbols 
of the Self in dreams; 2. Freud: male sym bol; 3. 
winged night-animals: perverted imagination; 

0. combinations and special bird-groups: 
strange birds: l. giant birds: a. crea tive deity, 
so lar ; b . storms; 2. flocks: may be negative (v. 
Mult ip licity); 3. colours: a. may be important: 
e.g. a blue bird may be a pure associatio n of 
ideas, or the impossible (like a blue rose, blue 
beard, etc.); 4. brass-beaked birds: a. the brass
backed Stym pha lian b irds living in the marsh 
were fever-b ird s to be scared off by castanets 
or rattles; b. the Phoenix is often referred to as 
the metal bird; 5. in a cage: Hope (of Freedom, 
Salvation, etc.); v. a lso Bird-cage; 6. carnii1orous 
birds: greed: a. they bolt their food und igested; 
b . they may disgorge, when superfluous food 
has been taken; 7. bird of dawn: cock: Ham. l, 
I · 

P. special literary meanings: 1. Swedenborg: 
relates birds to the things of the intellect; 2. 
Blake: the genius: the messenger to and from 
Eternit y (leaving the earth for a while): symbol 
of innocent happiness; 3. W.B. Yeats: a. asso
ciated with women (e.g. Niamh) : beauty, 
br ight ness; b. as merry as a bird: esp. the free 
joy of writing; c. the kisses of Acngus, father of 
Niamh: v. I, !, 4, c; d. Golden birds: (e.g. 
" Byzantium"): reconciliatio n of opposites in to 
a Unity of Being: a. the poem itself, a created 
artifact; b. the protagonist, who fades into it ; c. 
the poet who becomes what he creates; e. a 
woman, conceiving after intercourse with a god 
in the form of a bird (Leda and the Swan, Mary 
and the Dove) inaugurating a new cycle: Greek, 
Christian ; f. White birds: the immortal birds of 
fairy-land; g. the culture of those periods in the 
cycle of history, when the individual frees him
self fro m the dogmas and restr ictions of ascetic 
religions; 4. Sean O'Casey: ("Cock-a-doodle
dandy"): the instinctive and c reat ive urges 
which men suppress at their peril, and are asso
ciated with sexua l love, poetry, music, dancing, 
and sheer love of living denied by the Domi
neering Priests (e.g. "hefty lads, plum'd with 
youth"); 

Q. folklore: l. a bird tapping at a window, 
or flying into the ho use: cjeath-omen; 2. cage-

ltl11h have a close relatio n with the family (cf. 
th1• lice): e.g. it is necessary to tell them of a 
1l1.1th in the house, and a mourning ribbon 
"""' be put o n the cage; 4. birds can sometimes 
11 t '"scapegoats; 5. birds of prey: (esp. Hawks) 
"1·11 Oying from left to right before a battle: 
1ld1·.1t; 6. birds choose their mates on St. Valen-
11111'\ l)ay: "On St. Valentine all the birds of 
tlll' ;ur in couples do join": proverb. 
hlrd~age 

I man's contrariness : "The b irds that are 
without despair to get in (into the summer 
111111 rnge), and the birds that are within despair, 
11111 urc in a consumption fo r fea r they shall 
tll"Vl't get out": Webster; but v. Cage; 2. im-
111 l~onmcnt: the deity in the womb of the 
M111 hcr-Goddess; 3. birds released fro m the 
1 •11•1• : soul freed from the body; 4. deceit: "As a 
1 11~1· is full of birds, so are the ho uses full of 
1h•n•it": Jer. 5, 27; 5 . for Golden Cage = luxu
' 11111~ prison (esp. a forced marriage) v. Cage; 6. 
.1t111 cs in all the bird-symbolism (q.v.). 
h lr lh 

I. the general primitive idea about it is that 
11111finement is a period of uncleanness, with 
111.1ny tabus and fina lly purification by water 
.11111 fire (candle e tc.); 2 . twice-born (gods and 
1111•11): a. Bacchus-Dionysus is the son of Jove 
1111d Semelc (moon), who, when his mother d ied 
11t I he heavenly ardo ur and armour, was ripped 
t111111 his mother's womb, and sewed up in 
l11vc's thigh, till he was a full-grown baby: Ovid 
tMl'la m. 3, 3 J0ff.); b . twice-born gods are 
11 ~11ully fert ility-gods; c. Jung: dual-birth mot if 
h 1111 archetype: whether as divine-human o f the 
l'h11raoh, or as physical and spiritual (in bap t ism 
1•11·.) in Christianity, or as the child who does 
11111 believe that his (or her) father and mother 
1111• his (or her) real parents; d. pretence of dual 
hl11h can take many forms, the most common 
11 111• being a form of adoption: e.g. in the O.T. 
women gave birth 'on the knees' of another 
w11111an, thz lat'.er then being considered as the 
111111 her; sometimes birth-ri tes were performed 
1111 µrow n-t:ps even, when someone recovered 
ltom a severe illness (seen as rebirth), or when 
1lt11al pollut ion had taken place (the breaking of 
,1 1.1bu; this is again related to baptism), to pre
Vl' lll the undesirable consequences of being 
h11rh at a horoscopically unfavourable moment, 
" " . 3. Caesarian section often produces he
"""' · Asdepius, Macduff, e tc.; v. also folklore; 
•I 111irac11lo11s birth (e.g. from arms, head , 
1 h1µhs. etc. of man or woman) : a. the sun and 
11won bursting from the eyes; b. from the head: 
wl\!10111-dcities (e.g. Pallas Athene); 5. our birth 
'' related to the situa tion of the whole universe, 

biscuit 

especially of the stars, from which feeling of 
relationship we grow away more and more as 
we grow older: Wordsworth ("Ode on Intima
tions of Immortality"); 6. beside the Corn-spirit 
(residing in the portentous last sheaf) as an Old 
Woman, it is sometimes represented as a baby 
being born to grow up as the Com-Maid ('Kore' 
= 'maid'); the Jason-Demeter copulation in 
the field to e nsure future fertility (Ploutos = 
Earth's riches, was born from it ) is related to 
copula tion and (pretence) birth-rites in the field 
to ensure next year' s crop; 7. birth-trees: trees 
have been planted at the birth of a child (usual
ly apple for a boy, and pear for a girl), with 
which h is or her life remains rela ted (external 
soul motif); sometimes oak-trees relate a whole 
family; 

8. folklore: A. easing: unlimited recipes, 
e.g.: a. unlock all doors and loosen all knots in 
the house; b. if possible, the Church-bells must 
be rung; c. written charms put around her neck, 
or in bed, or Eagle-stones (q.v.) tied round the 
thigh; 

B. the time: a. v. Days of the Week (nurs
ery-rhyme w ith many variations); b. favourable 
were such days as Christmas; but Childermas or 
May-born children are unlucky and weak; c. the 
time of the day: a. those born at twilight, mid
night till one, and the chime-hours (3.{}-9-1 2, or 
4-8-12), sec ghosts a nd spirits and often r.ave 
second sight; b. "the later the hour of birth, the 
shorter the life"; c at sunrise: intelligt!nce and 
success; a t sunset: laziness a nd lack of ambi
t io n; d. the moon: more births occur when the 
moon cha nges, or just before a new moo n 
comes in; e . the t ide: (esp. in coastal areas) 
births are expected with the incoming t ide; 
being born at ebb-tide is a ba d omen; some be
lieve tha t boys are born with the flow and girls 
with the ebb; 

C. Caesarian operation: those born thus 
have unusual gifts: unusual bodily strength, the 
power to see spirits, or to find hidden t reasures ; 
at least, it is por tentous (Pliny 7); 9. v. also 
Pregnancy, Afterbirth, Wagon, Feathers, etc. 
birthmark 

folklore: they are often caused by some
thing the mother has seen or touched during 
pregnancy, or if she had a craving for some 
food, which she did not sa tisfy: the child may 
have a mark resembling that food (e.g. the 
'strawberry-mark'); v. also Mole. 
biscuit 

l. dryness: "as dry as the remainder biscuit 
After a voyage": AYL. 2, 7; 2. Joyce: (often 
eaten with wine): the host of consecration in 
the R.C. Church, especially when distributed 
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bite 

without its essential love. 
bite 

I. love-mark: a. of violent love-making; b. 
Dante: the tooth-gr ip of Divine Love (Par. 26); 
2. mystic: seal of the spirit on the flesh; 3. 
psych.: sudden and dangerous action of in
stincts on the psyche; 4. v. Dog, Tooth. 
"bitter herb" 

1. the term used in the Bible (A.V. Ex. 12 , 
8), which is not the plant officially named so (= 
'Eurythraea Centaurium '), but probably 'horse
radish' (q.v.); it was prescribed for the Passover 
meal in memory of the death of the first-born 
in Egypt; 2. servitude, slavery; 3. affliction, mis
fortune. 
bittern 

I . bird of prey, living in marshy land; most 
remarkable for its booming sound, the 'thun
derpumping' during the breeding-season; 2. 
avarice; 3. grossness, rudeness; 4 . desolation: a. 
Babel will become a ' possession for the bittern, 
and pools of water': Isa. 14, 23; the reason is 
her pride; v. also 34, 11; b. with the cormorant 
it will inhabit deserted Nineveh: Zeph. 2, 14; it 
has been suggested that 'hedgehog' should be 
the translation (also in the previous), but what 
about a hedgehog "in the upper lintels"? 5. 
"the bitterns played And met in flocks": pres
aged a storm: Chapman ("Eugenia"). 
bittersweet 

1. = 'woody nighishade' ('Solanum dulca
mara'), named thus because its taste is firs t bit
ter, and then sweet; 2. truth. 
black 

A. a nything to do with earth: l. a/ch.: 
prime matter; 2. Egypt: the black deposits of 
the Nile are fertile, contrary to the barren rus
set of the desert (therefore they usually had 
Red for the South, and Black for the North); 
3. dark earth-mother: Diana of Ephesus ; black 
hens were sacrificed in the mystery-rites of 
Bona Dea (Pliny I 0, 77); 4. the darkness of the 
underworld; 

B. anything to do with death, mourning, 
penitence, punishment (in Hell): -1. mourning: 
a. to disguise oneself against the malignant dead 
by smearing oneself with ashes; b. ash-smear
ing as fertility, vitality; 2. the Elizabethans dis
tinguished three kinds of plague, according to 
the colour of the· sores: one was black (the 
Black Death), the others yellow and red; 3. in 
Western art; 4. M.A. the Church: black (and 
white): a. mourning and penitence; with white 
it suggests hope, humility and purity; b. for 
Advent, Lent, and mourning-rites; Good Fri
day; c. can be replaced by purple; 5. a/ch.: fer
mentation and putrifaction; 6. the Black Poplar 
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(q.v.) was sacred to the death-goddess; the White 
Poplar = regeneration; 7. on the Elizabetha n 
stage: the covered part was draped with black 
cloth for a tragedy: " Hung be the heavens with 
black, yield day to night..": IH6 l, l; 8.Dante : 
black air (= malignant) with whirlwinds is the 
punishment of the 'carnal sinners' (Inf. 5) ; 9 . 
the Erinyes had black bodies; 10. German Con
centra t ion-camps: a black badge: a. for the 
small fry: tramps, drunks, etc.; b. fo r the gyp
sies; 

C. night, womb, love: !. womb: "the fo ul 
womb of nigh t": H5 4, Chor.; 2. love: a. " I am 
black but com ely, 0 ye daughters of J erusa
lem": SoS l, 5; b. black men are proverbially 
'lusty'; 

D. error, ignorance, nothing: 'groping in the 
dark' is a very frequent image for ignorance and 
error (also black + white); and death seen as 
complete annihilation (absence of colour = 
black); 

E. wisdom: I. related to the Underworld -
snake etc.; 2. a/ch.: the withdrawal of the re
cluse; 3. 'animal light', instinct; 

F. evil, sin, devil, superstition: l. black 
clothes are traditionally those of the devil: " let 
the devil wear black I'll wear a suit of sables": 
Ham. 3, 2; still worn by his successor: the con
jurer; 2. black + black = passion; 3. witches 
often take the form of black cats; moreover we 
distinguish between Black Magic (for malignant 
purposes) and White Magic (to help someone); 
also Blackbird, Blacksmith, Black Mass, etc.; 4. 
v. B, 8, for 'carnal sinners'; 

G. constancy, the absolute: l. related to dia
mond (v. Correspondences); 2. M.A. (esp. 
velvet): sombre splendour, haughty and splen
did isolation ; 

H. rain: black as the 'colour of rain' he-· 
cause of the dark clouds; dark clothes etc. are 
used in rain-making fertility-rites; 

I. sleep: v. Ebony (wood) for the black cave 
of Somnus; 

J. correspondences: l. direction: usually 
North (the sun is never in the North on the 
Northern Hemisphere), sometimes West (= 
Death); 2. planet: Saturn; 3. her.: a. a myste
rious shadow of frightening strength (because 
hidden); it only refers to will: executive, imper
turbable; it enforces the neighbouring colours; 
it may refer to freedom, which is formless and 
without devious ways; b. humility, readiness to 
serve, fairness, fame; c. sadness, danger, grief, 
penitence; d. black + gold: wealth (v. also Col
ours); 4. gems: a. first of all related to the dia
mond; b. also to gadolinite, garnet, jet, quartz, 
tourmaline; 5. ages of man: the last stage; 6. 

111Pl11I lead (v. C, l) ; 7. character of those in
' 11111'11 10 black: mystery (explorer). 
hl1Ekherry 

I lhcre is a general tabu on eating them, 
1111111Mi they are associated w ith death and 
hhh·~: v. Bramble; 2. reason-raisin is a frequent 
111111 "If reason were as plentiful a s blackber-
1h 1", 3. something valueless: "not worth a 
hlu~hcrry" : e.g. Troil. 5, 4; 4; the t ime for 
hl111 ~hcrrying has always been the t ime for 
111111 1H'Y from school; 5. repentance; they have a 
1h v11111 und astringent quality: Pliny (24, 73); 6. 
111111 1 ll"lcation; 7. folklore: Satan cursed the 
hull , hccause, when he was cast from Heaven 
''" 1hc first Michaelmas Day, (October 11 ), he 
11 II 11110 a blackberry-bush; since then he poi
"' " " I hem on that day; in many places they are 
11111 1'.1tc n a t all for that reason ('connected with 
1111" "Npcnl'): v. 1. 
hl•r.kblrd 

I , /)ante : at the end of Januar y it cries: " I 
11 '" I hcc no more, God, now that the winter is 
lll"hlnd me": referred to in Purg. 13, 122: 
h11vl1111 got one's dearest wish there is no need 
111 i1•11 r God (but love him); 2. the devil, under
w111 lil deity ; 3. bad luck, evil, temptation; 4. 
, 111111111g; 5. vigilance (its war ning cry at ap-
1•11 1111•hing danger); 6. her.: its loud, clear call 
w111ho lizes a clear-sounding family-name; 7. re
•l~nnlion ; ' blackbirds fatten best in hard weath-
11' J. Webster (Duch. of Malfi 1, 1 ) ; 8 . v. Six-
111•111 ·1• for blackbirds baked in a pie . 
hl•CJkllTl Ith . 

A. related to importa nt e lements: metal and 
I h 11, 1hcrefore he had a special position from of 
11111 Creator - Creation: I. he was sacred , and 
111Hk 1 the king's prerogative; 2. in myths they 
l1Y1• underground, where they guard the treas-
111 1•• of fertility; beside the Kabeiroi the Greeks 
~ 1111w the Telchines, living on Rhodes, Crete, 
1 11 , (Pausan. 9, 19); 3. their work causes earth-
111111kcs a nd volcanic eruptions; 4. working un-
1li•111round they had abnormal shapes: they 
wr11i dwarfs, crippled (Hephaestos), or giants 
11 ·v1•lops); they were related to the ear th-fire; 5. 
1 ~11111ples: Hephaestos, Oberon, Alberich, Wie
louul·Wayland; 6. they were creators of forms, 
1 11 11 ~ 1 crs of matter; they also made cloaks render· 
11111 Invisible (clouds a nd mists), rain Gewels), 
lo 11i1istible weapons (sun-rays and lightning), 
1111.: 

II. they are related to thought: the (ac
' 111 scd) poet and despised prophet; cf. Blake's 
I uH; 

('. through iion related to: ;1, the Universe: 
1 ho first iron having beeh meteorites; b. the 
plunct Mars= War; 

blade 

D. though witches are afraid of iron (v. e .g. 
Nails) Smiths from of old have been connected 
w ith the horned Devil as the head of the 
witches' group, the male opposite of the Maid
en (e.g. Marian), the female leader ; like the 
witches they know things forbidden for man to 
know; 

E. M.A.: they typified Music (rhythmic beat
ing}, with a nightingale as attribute; 

F. folklore : a. sometimes they can cure sick 
persons; b. some are blood-charmers: by mak
ing some magical motions they can stop cuts 
and wounds from bleed ing; c. in Gretna Green a 
smith married the runaway couples, but in 
other towns men of o ther t rades; d. they often 
refuse to shoe horses, or do any work with nails 
on Good Friday ; e. the Smith of Nottingham 
was a proverbially conceited fe llow ; f. for the 
skulls of blacksmiths becoming drinking-cups 
and then the Great Bear: v. Skull. 
blackthorn 

1. = 'sloe' (which is really the fru it), q.v.; 
the 'Prunus spinosa' has b lack berries, hard 
spines, a nd pure white blossoms; the sloe is a 
small bluish-black drupe of a sour flavour ; it is 
the favourite wood fo r walking-sticks, and in 
Ireland for 'shilelaghs' (cudgels); it blossoms 
when the cold North-East wind blows; 2. bad 
luck, difficulty, blasting; 3. in the Celtic Tree 
Alphabet related to the 5th month: April-May 
(letter SS or Z), v. Calendar; 4. strife (Celtic) ; 5. 
folklore: a. as it bears white blossoms on a leaf
less and nearly black branch it is both holy and 
ominous; b. it blooms (like the Holy Thorn) at 
Midnight on Old Christmas Eve; c . it was some
t imes plaited into a crown on New Year's morn
ing a nd hung up w ith mist letoe, to be kep t as a 
luck-bringer; d. it is unlucky to bring a blossom
ing branch into the house: omen of death in the 
family; e. related to witches: a. they carried its 
rod since it causes miscarriages; b. when witches 
were burnt, blackthorn branches were put on 
the pyre. 
bladder 

1. pig's bladders have been used in very old 
ceremonial rites, filled with air, and used to 
make noise (e.g. as a rumbling-pot); still related 
to Carnaval; on 'a s tick: attribute of the Fool in 
th e Morris-dance; 2. grief: "A plague of sighing 
and grief ! it blows a man up like a bladder" : 
1H4 2, 4 ; 3. W.B. Yeats: "great-bladdered 
Erner": that woman of divine origin was mur
dered by jealous rivals, because she made the 
deepest hole in the snow with her ur ine ("Crazy 
Ja ne on the Mountainsh). 
blade 

1. in early ballads = phallus; 2. D. Thomas: 
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blanket 

vaginal entrance: the 'bridal blade'; 3. v. Grass, 
Sword, etc. 
blanket 

1. night-sky; 2. Eliz. stage: the black blan
ket: hung up on the roof of the covered part of 
the stage to indicate Tragedy: v. Black; 3. "to 
be born on the wrong side of the blanket" (= 
illegitimate): proverb. 
blindness 

I. darkness, error, ignorance, etc. (v. Black); 
e.g. "Men are blind in their own cause"; 2. the 
normal punishment for the mortals who had 
seen a 'chaste' goddess bathing (= intruding on 
feminine rites, or not being able to withstand 
the blazing glory of the unveiled goddess; cf. 
Christ's Transfiguration): Tiresias, Eury mantes, 
etc.; 3. prophecy: a. those punished for seeing 
the goddess were often compensated with the 

·'inner eye' of the seer, the prophet: Tiresias; cf. 
Euenius in Herodotus (9, 93ff.); b. in the Bible 
a prophet often closed his eyes, when prophe
sying, or had his eyes open and saw nothing: 
Balaam (Num. 24, 3-4), the taunting of Christ 
blindfolded (e.g. Mark 14, 65), etc.; cf. a spiri
tist medium; 4. minstrelsy: a. the magical rela
tion between vatic and poetic inspiration (be
side the sober fact, that becoming a minstrel 
was the only profession left open for the blind); 
already since Demodokos in Odyssey (8, 64 ); b. 
blind harpers or singers sold their love-songs; v. 
also Bard; 5. often the 'eyes' (and 'blinding') 
were a euphemism for 'testicles': e.g. in the 
Oedipus myth; v. Eye; 6. blindfolding is an at
tribute of: a. Justice; b. Idolatry; c. Cupid: in 
the M.A. of Amor Carnalis, v. Goat and 'blink
ing' in Err. l, 1; d. Christ (v. Amiee); e. For
tune; 7. blind man's buff: trying to solve a prob
lem without sufficient knowledge. 
blister 

1. the blister of Cain is the opposite of the 
rose of innocence on a forehead: Ham. 3, 4 ; 2. 
a lie proverbially blisters the tongue since Theo
critus (Id. 12, 23f.); v. also Wint. 2, 2. 
blood 

A. sun (fire, king, lion, gold): 1. the end of a 
series of colours which begins with yellow sun
light, with vegetative green in-between; 2. the 
death of a sun-king is often the representation 
of the blood-red sunset (= death of the sun); 3. 
v. Moby Dick: the big blood-animal (whale) is 
hunted and killed, with great stress laid on the 
sun-fire (Parsees, the cauldron), the phallus
episode, and the gold doubloon nailed to the 
mast; 4. "his silver skin laced with his golden 
blood": Mac. 2, 3; 5. dreaming of blood beto
kens gold: Chaucer (Cant. Tales: Wife of Bath, 
Pro!.); 6. "the blood more stirs To rouse a lion 
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than start a hare": 1H4 1, 3; 7. royalty: a. 
'Dukes of the Blood'; b. connected with Libra = 
divine legality, the inner conscience of man; 

B. wine: used as a substitute for blood in 
libations; 

C. passion (feeling): I. "Whose blood and 
judgment are so well commingled, That they are 
not a pipe for fortune's finger To sound what 
stop she please": Ham. 3, 2; 2. related to the 
'heart': "Sensations sweet f'elt in the blood, 
and felt along the heart": Wordsworth: ("Lines 
Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey"); 
3. cold blood= unfeeling: "A man whose blood 
ls very snow-broth; one who never feels The 
wanton stings and motions of the sense": Meas. 
l, 4; cf. Mer. V. 1, 1; Caes. 3, 2, etc.; 

D. seat of life, tabu, initiation, frailty: 1. 
general: a. blood as the seat of life, is sacred to 
Yahweh; therefore sacred and tabu; b. "the life 
of the flesh is in the blood": Lev. 17, 11; c. the 
human raf:e are the 'sons of blood', being raised 
from the earth drenched with the blood of the 
serpent-footed G iants (the Hecatoncheirons): 'c 
sanguine natos': Ovid (Metam. 1, 162); d. 
"Confusion now hath made his masterpiece! 
Most sacrilegious murder hath broke ope The 
Lord's anointed temple, and stole thence The 
life o' the building": Mac. 2, 3; 2. tabu: a . 
"You shall not eat any thing with the blood: 
neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe 
times": Lev. 19, 26; b. the drinking of (human 
or animal) blood is an 'abomination': Wisdom 
12, 5; 3. initiation: a. used as an ointment for 
the initiation of the priests (Ex. 29, 20) and for 
the altars; the horns of the latter were smeared 
with blood (with thy finger) at the initiation, to 
be repeated every year; v. Horn; b. of the reviv
ing year: "When daffodils begin to peer, With 
heigh! the doxy over.the dale, Why, then comes 
in the sweet o' the year; For the red blood 
reigns in the winter's pale": Wint. 4, 3; 4. fra il
ty: "I hate ingratitude more in a man Than 
lying, vainness, babbling, drunkenness, Or a ny 
taint of vice whose strong corruption Inhabits 
our frail blood": Tw. N. 3, 4; 

E. sacrifice (atonement, martyrdom, etc.) to 
restore the balance of the universe (Themis): v. 
Sacrifice; 1. all other liquids used in sacrifice 
are images of blood, esp. of sheep, hog, bull, 
and man; 2. atonement only with one's blood: 
"Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed": Gen. 9, 6; 3. Christ's blood 
atoning for all humanity: Dr. Faustus' last 
hope: "O, I'll leap up to my God! Who pulls me 
down? See, see where Christ's blood streams in 
the firmament!": Marlowe ("Doctor Faustus" 
16); 4. martyrdom in general; 5. the blood of 

1111· burnt offerings for atonement will be 
'I" lnkled, except for birds, whose blood shall 
"" wrung out at the side of the altar (Hebrew); 
11 II used to be the practice in the chase to stain 
1111\''s hands with the deer's (sacred) blood: r ef. 
f 111·s. 3, I ; K. John 2, 1; 

F. war: 1. a knight could be called 'Red' 
h11rnusc of the blood of war or sacrifice; 2. "I 
h11v1• nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and 
•\Hill": Church ill (Speech, House of Commons, 
M,1y 13, l940); 

(;.fertility: the blood-rites of smearing the 
d11ur, or tent-post with the blood of the first-
11111 n lamb (one year old then) is a Near-Eastern 
1 l1ual: I. to ward off evil fo rces; see below; 2. 
1111 tility-promotion; it generally is the accom-
11uniment of a Spring ritual dance (cf. Pesach); 
11 often inaugurated the removal to other feed
l11wgrounds; it is characterized by hurrie<;lness, 
11 11d women dressing as brides (Ex. 11 and 12, 
I\); it is essentially a cattle-breeders' feast (as 
1 h~ Massot = Unleavened Bread was an agricul-
1 ural feast; later these two were ofte,n con-
1wc1ed); 3. the shedding of blood, esp. of a 
kinsman, can cause barrenness, as in Alc-
1ttacon's case; 

11. food of the dead : 1. the dead in Tartarus 
111 ust be fed on sacrificia l b lood; sacrifices to 
underworld deities were made in a ditch : v. Sac-
1 lfice; 2. in the night the ghost of Anchises tells 
his son Aeneas to visit him in the Elysian fields 
(whither the Sibyl will lead him) with much 
hlood of black sheep: Vergil (Aen. 5, 736); 3. 
wophetic, since it is related to the Underworld: 
11. blood was drunk fo r prophetic inspiration in 
Babylon; v. also Pausan . (2, 24 ) ; b. "dews of 
hlood" (Ham. 1, 1) and "drizzled blood upon 
1 he Capitol" (Ca es. 2 , 2) were portents of 
Caesar's death, as described in Ovid (Metam. 
15, 788); 4. related to the vampire (q.v.) who, 
already dead, needs human blood to 'remain 
alive'; 

I. related to water: I . for the alchemists one 
of the names of Prima Materia; 2. waters of the 
earth were created out of the blood of Ymir (in 
Norse mythology), from whose dead body the 
earth was created; 3. the first of the 'signs' in 
~gypt was turning the water of the Nile (but 
also even of the wood = trees, and of the stones 
= fountains) to blood; cf. Midas' story where 
everything he touched was turned into gold, 
which, as we have seen in A, is related to blood; 
4. in man-symbolism blood= water; 

J. family-relations (with tabu): l . Gaelic: 
Cuchulain could not marry Devorgilla, because 
he had drunk her blood, while sucking a 
wound; 2. ·"On, on, you noble English, Whose 

blood 

blood is fet from fathers of war-proof!": HS 3, 
1; 

K. covenant : 1. Moses sprinkled the altar 
and the peo ple as a blood-covenant (Ex. 24, 
6-8); the old blood-<:ovenant of cutting oneself 
and mixing o ne's blood with that of the other, 
the 'blood-brother' as also described in Zech. 9, 
11; 2. the slave who wanted to remain after 6 
years (instead of being made free by the Jubi
lee) had his ear pierced with an awl at the 'door
post'; 3. in Elizabethan times a young man 
wounded himself and mi)<.ed his wine with his 
blood to pledge the health of his mistress; 

L. protection against evil forces: he that can 
draw a witch's blood is immune from her 
powers: ref. l H6 I , 5; 

M. guilt (irremovable stains): 1. there are 
numerous stories of indelible bloodstains as 
silent testimony of a crime com mitted, either 
on the floor, or on the weapon; 2. the place 
where innocent blood has been shed, may re
main barren for ever ; 3. the blood of a person 
murdered begins to flow again in the company 
of the murderer: "O gentlemen, see, see! dead 
Henry's wounds Open their congealed mouths 
and bleed afresh": R3 I, 2, when Richard is 
near; cf. Hagen approaching Siegfried's corpse 
(Nib. 17); 4. "Will all great Neptune's ocean 
wash this blood Clean from my hand? No, this 
my hand will rather The multitudinous seas in
carnad ine, Making the green o ne red": Mac. (2 , 
2); 5. v. Bluebeard; 

N. witchcraft: I. menstrual blood : con
nected with moon-magic: 1. according to Pliny 
it can: a . blast vine; taint meat; b. fade purple 
cloth, etc.; c. tarnish copper, dim mirrors, make 
knives dull; d. make bees desert their hives; or 
kill them; e. cause abort ions in mares; f. rid a 

I field of pests by walking round it naked bef~re 
sunrise; g. calm a storm at sea; h. cure boils, 
erysipelas, hydrophobia, and barrenness; 2 . ac
cording to the Talmud when a menstruating 
woman passes between two men, one of them 
will die; 3. the Thessalian witches' "baleful 
moon-dew" was a girl's first menses, taken dur
ing an eclipse; it can be used in a fertility-blight
ing rite of running around (e.g. a house) coun
ter-clockwise 9x while. menstruating; it may 
also have l)een the Erinyes' "heart-blood" in 
the Orestes story; 4. any blood issuing from the 
vagina is dangerous, ge·nerally even poisonous; 
this may have been the origin of the 'jus primae 
noctis' or 'droit du seigneur', in which a priest 
or a king deflowered a girl (because they are 
immune), thus protecting the bridegroom from 
harm; JI. a. witch-power can be broken by 
drawing his or her blood; b . b lood is used even 
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bloodstone 

in a simple charm for a girl to bring her lover 
back ; 

0. D. Thomas: l. 'fallen blood': of (death 
and) birth, calming his mother's sores ("The 
Green Fuse"); 2. 'the bad blood of Spring': a. 
of Genesis; b. impure blood of adolescence; c. 
of Crucifixion (Easter-Spring). 
bloodstone 

A. period: the birthstone of March (with 
aquamarine); 

B. Zodiac: Aries; 
C. virtue: I . Rome: a. favoured by athletes, 

because it stops b leeding; b. Pliny: it gives suc
cess to combat, it fosters goodwill among one's 
companions; it reveals the plots of enemies, and 
makes invisible (37, 60); 2. M.A.: talisman for 
agriculturists and cattle-breeders; 3. gives cour
age, presence of mind, wisdom, and vitality; 4. 
further charms: a. the power to make invisible 
is referred to in Dante (Inf. C. 24, 93) and the 
"Decamerone"; b. wrapped in laurel-leaf with a 
wolfs tooth and carried about a person, it 
keeps slander away; 5. to those born under 
Aries it gives: a. courage, brilliance, generosity, 
obedience, commanding power, and unaffected
ness; b. sudden and short-lived love-affairs; 

D. Bible: on the Breastplate of the High
priest the 12th stone: the tribe of Ephraim; 
E. I . its name is also 'heliotrope' = turning the 
sun, because it has the power to turn the sun's 
rays red; moreover, it catches sunlight like a 
mirror and indicates an eclipse (Pliny); 2. M.A.: 
used in sculpture representing flagellations and 
martyrdom ('bloodstone'). 
blowing 

I. ballads: orgasm (female): "The London 
Prentice": she asks her love to 'blow the Candle 
out' (constantly repeated, so it cannot be mis
understood); 2. D. Thomas: activity of vital 
wind: for poets (v. Wind) and whale (q.v.); 3. 
modern: oral-genital love-making practised by a 
woman on a man. 
blue 

A. anything to do with a cloudless,_ sunny 
sky: I . heaven, and 'heavenly' gods, or the All
Father, the Sky-god: Ammon, Osiris, Zeus, 
Odin, Moses; generally these gOds have: blue 
eyes and light hair, and are bringers of light and 
sight: they come as the good fairy of the folk· 
tale heroines; 2. eternity, immensity: time and 
space; 3. harmony, cooperation, spirituality: a 
blue flower stands for spiritual happiness (but 
v. also under E); 4. no hiding (clouds), so: a. 
truth, genuineness, intellectual light: "True 
blue will never stain": proverb; b. candour (a 
characteristic of you th), innocence; c. courage, 
glory; d. fairness; e. love; f. justice untempered 
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by mercy, puritanism: "'Twas Presbyterian true 
blue": Butler ("Hudibras" 191 ); also for the 
Whigs: opposed to Royal Red; 

B. detachment from earth, calmness: I. con
stancy, conservatism (not diffuse, like yellow): 
a. often the colour of sedatives: soothing; b. in 
politics: Conservatives; c. constancy in love (cf. 
Green): Chaucer's "Squire's Tale"; 2. inner 
movement, introversion, contemplation, philo
sophical serenity, religio n, devotion: the colour 
of the Virgin Goddess of Modesty; 3. coolness: 
a blue woman = one whose presence 'chills' and 
dismays men; 4 . illusion (unearthly); 5. hope, 
faith; in art: the angels of faith and fidelity; 

C. immensity of upper space and depth: l. 
freedom, unrestrained satisfaction; 2. subcon
scious(= deep): opposed to Red; 

D. inconstancy of the sea, loss of 'deepening 
effect', superficiality: (contrary to much that 
precedes!): 1. steel: sword, coldness, cruelty, 
destruction; 2. la.::k (or loss) of love (Demeter): 
despail:, despondency; 3. weakness (esp. light 
blue), yielding, unresisting (of water); 

E. moon(light): mother-goddess, Hathor
Demeter: I. non-erotic, tender love; 2. immen
sity; 3. receptive, passive, defensive; 4. mois
ture; 5. the veiling quality of blue, deep wis
dom; the soul: 'filigrane bleu de l'ame': Mal
larme; 6. cosmic order (cf. Justice, measure); 7. 
witchcraft: a. when lights burn blue there are 
ghosts about, responsible for illness or despond
ency; v. R3 5, 2 ; b. the favourable dress fo r 
baby-boys to keep them out of reach of evil 
spirits (later rose for girls); 8. blue flowers in 
legend: the magic flowers to be sought, with 
special power; 9. inversion: the negative aspect 
of the moon; 10. related to Hathor, Isis, the 
Virgin Mary, Pallas Athene, Demeter; 11. re
lated to pregnancy: a. "The blue-eyed hag was 
hither brought with child": Temp. I, 2; b. "The 
fins of her eyelids look most teeming blue": 
Webster ("Duchess of Malfi": 2, 1); 

F. unfavourable: 1. discouragement; 2. em
blem of husbandry; 3. emblem of <lrinking; 

G. co"espondences: l. geometry: circle, 
horizontal line; 2. astrol.: Jupiter and Venus; 3. 
metal: tin; 4. sports: a. Dark blue: Oxford -
Harrow; b. Light Blue: Cambridge - Eton; 5. 
body: (with green) influences the gall and liver; 
6. precious stones: beryl, diamond, turquoise, 
lapis-lazuli, iolite, sapphire, t0paz; 

H. special mythical meanings: 1. Egypt: a. 
truth; b. mummies were painted blue: united 
with the soul of Truth; c. gods painted blue: 
heavenly origin: e.g. Ammon-Ra; d. great ser
pents of eternal wisdom: blue with yellow 
stripes; 2. Hebrew: a. the colour of Eden (eter-

11111 you th) ; b. the colour of the Stones of the 
Ill ( 'ommandments = the Divine Word; c. the 
, 11l11ur of the Highpriest ; d. of Yahweh's 
th11111~. the firmament (lapis-lazuli); e. the main 
1 ulour (with purple and scarlet) of the priest's 
1h ro, ulso fringed (Num. 16), and the Tent of 
th.- l'ubcrnacle of Congregation; f. the colour of 
lhr ' desirable young men' of the Assyrians (= 
11111 pie?), 'gorgeously dressed' (= lit.: "garment 
" ' pNfcction"); 3. Assyrian: the moon-god Sin 
twl~tlom , friendship to man), who was adored 
1111 Mt. Sinai, had a blue beard; occultists erro-
111•1111,ly attributed his beard to his sinfulness (v. 
.11 .. 1 Bluebeard); 4. Greek: Homer seems to have 
t11l\t'd his colours up, when he fust mentions 
1111• ' hips of Odysseus as red, then black, then 
hl111· prowed (Od. 11, 6); 5. Christian: I. gener-
• .t u. God the Father, the Trinity, or (more 
I 111 lni1 as belonging to Air) the H. Ghost; b. 
1hvlnc contemplation, expiation, humility, chas
lllV , innocence, sincerity, piety, hope; all forms 
" ' unworldliness; c. varies with green for ordi-
11.uy Sundays and weekdays after , Trinity
';1111t1ay; added later : v. below; d. half-mourn
h1~. II. Middle-Ages: a. a dangerous colour for 
II• U\SOCiations with (worldly) love (beside 
~11·1•n ), therefore not used in medieval chasu
hh••: b. nascent love, constancy; c. folly: fools 
11111 jesters used this colour; perhaps related to 
thr C'arnaval's "Blue Ships": v. Ship; d. blue + 
while: a. Mary's colour; b. Israel (v. Highpriest); 
1 C :rccce; d. all three united in James Joyce; 6. 
1h1• Inhabitants of the British Isles were sup
pm~d to be savages and paint themselves blue 
! ' l'ill ' = 'pictus' = painted): a tattoo (q.v.) ob
t.d11od from woad; 

I. psych. : 1. (Jung) the opposite of red: the 
•lih llual process; 2. practical: a. enlarges a 
11111111, but makes it feel colder; b. calms the 
11111 monic system ; c. diminishes the growth of 
pliulls; d. makes a disagreeable combinat ion 
with red (e.g. blue light on meat, red wine, or 
lips); 3. vertically varying equilibrium (light of 
1h1• sky + dark of the sea) according to the 
•h11tlc; 4. melancholy ; 

J. special literary meanings: 1. D. Thomas: 
'hluc wall": of day; 2. G. Lorca: masculine col
""' (and homosexuality): the opposite of the 
1 lpc rose (= woman), which he finds inaccessi
hll'. because of impotence; 

K. her.: (the 2nd co lo ur: 'azure'): a. faith-
1 ulncss, loyalty; b. steadiness; c. spotless reputa
tion; d. humility; e. chastity; f. science (accord
Inf! to some); 

L. combinations: I. with other colours: I. 
hhtc + red: authority and love (the clothing of 
I :od); 2. blue+ white: v. H, 5, II, d; 3. v. Col-

bluebell 

ours; II. witl) other (or, i~ other) objects: 1. 
boar: Charonis boat: Verg1I (Aen. 6, 410); v. 
also Ship and Boat; 2 . bonnet: (or cap) typical 
Scotsman's head wear; v. I H4 2, 4; 3. woman: 
v. B, 3; 4 . dress: distinctive of servants (still 
often used for nurses): " Blue coats to tawny 
hearts": IH6 I, 3; AYL 3, 2; but v. Wedding
dress; 5. Peter: the blue flag with a white square 
in the centre: hoisted when a ship leaves port; 
6. riband: the Ocean (esp. the Atla ntic); 7. rib
bon: a. distinctive of the Order of the Garter; b. 
the winning horse in a race; c. teetotaller ; v. 
also Ribbon; 8. story (movie): dirty; 9. blood: 
Sp. 'Sangre azul': esp. families in Castile, who 
claim no t to have been 'contaminated' with 
Jewish or Moorish blood; probably because of 
the blueness of the veins visible through an ala
baster-white skin ; III. eyes: I. v. A, I for 
Sky-gods; 2. the unicorn; 3. blue-black circles 
round the eyes: weeping: A YL 3, 2; Luer. 
1587; v. also E, 11; 

M. folklore: I. v. E, 7, for witchcraft, and E, 
8, for blue flowers; 2. coffins: covers for young 
people; 3. there is hardly any food of that col
our; 4. Blue-bird: US: bringer of happiness. 
Bluebeard 

I. the story has parallels in Africa and the 
East, but the story in Perrault's " Mother 
Goose Stories" is probably derived from Brit
tany, through a 6th cent. Breton chief Com
m ore the Cursed, or Gilles de Rais; 2. it has 
been expla ined as a perversion of the blue
bearded (benevolent) god Sin of Babylonia: the 
scorching death-<leal ing sun; his wife = the 
Moon, saved by darkness (dust seen by her sis
ter); the wives slain a re then the dawns 'killed' 
by the sun; his key is extravagance. which is 
overcome, appearing in the form of meanness, 
or over-fond fr iends becoming enemies; 3. 
though the devil usually has a red beard, he 
may be conceived as having a blue one: destruc
t iveness and cruelty (v. Blue), beside being 
'humanly impossible'; the wife is again the 
dawn-maiden, overcome by extravagantly rich 
'bluebeard' = blue sky, who uses his riches at 
his death to marry off her sun-down or fert ility
sisters; 4. according to Sam Weller's father in the 
"Pickwick Papers", Bluebeard was the "wictim 
o' connub;ality"; 5. v. Hair and Samson. 
bluebell 

I. a descriptive name of unrelated plants 
having the same bell-like flowers (wild hya
cinth, harebell, cowslip, etc.); 2. constancy; 3. 
solitude; 4. sorrowful regret; 5. Shelley: "at 
whose birth The sod scarce heaved" ("Dream of 
the Unknown"). 
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bluebottle( flower) 

bluebottle (flower) 
I. = 'cornflower', or "Bachelor's Button"; 

for botanical da ta v. Cornflower; 2. when De
meter was in despa ir over the loss of Kore
Proserpine, she to re her (characteristic) blue 
robe in a thousand pieces, from which bluebot
tles grew (later she wore a darker blue, which is 
a for m of ha lf-mourning) ; 3. Mary's modesty; 
Christian ; 4 . celibacy: single wretchedness; 5. 
hope in love; 6. delicacy; 7. national emblem 
fo r Germany ; 8. a po liceman : in children's la n
guage, s ince Shakespeare's tim e: 2 H4 5, 4. 
boar 

A. sun (king or hero) or his substitute ; fire; 
I. disguise of Apollo, P in MacCool, Set; bristles 
= sun-rays ; 2. a 'superio r ' animal (like fi sh, the 
Cosmic - ): a. rank s higher than the dragon and 
lower than the lio n; b. ' the knight of the 
wood ': Norse; c. distinct ion and positiveness: 
Gaelic; 3. o ft en the emblem of the second ha lf 
of the Sacred Year (lion being the first , till mid
summ er), so the Twin of the Sacred King who 
was killed at midwin ter as the Yule-tide Boar 
cf. Heracles killing the boar in snow; v. further: 
4 . Odysseus had the scar of a boar's tusk on his 
th igh, by which his old nurse recognized him: 
escaped death as a Sacred King ; 5. sacred to 
Ares, Artemis, Mercury, and Poseido n; 6. re
lated to the sun-hero Beowulf: the check
armour of his men and his own helmet was 
adorned with boar-images; 7. generally consid
ered to be a phallic anim al (shape); 8. one of 
the Roman insignia; 

B. winter-sacrifice of fertility: I. fcrtilit y
god s (k illed): a. Adonis by Ares out of jealousy 
for Aphrodite: Arcs was also a fert ility-god be
fore he became a war-god; Arcs also fl ed into 
Egypt as a boar; b. Tammuz, Osiris, etc.: the 
boar must have been a sow with crescent
shaped tusks if she was the Moon-goddess 
Diana-Persephone; c. the Calydo nian boar 
which Diana sent into the country for revenge 
at being slighted, was fir st hit by Atalanta, but 
killed by Meleager ; Meleager gallantly o ffered 
her the skin and the head as trophy, but his 
uncles objected a nd Meleager , killed two of 
them; for this his own mother killed him (v. 
Wood ): Ovid (Metam. 8, 260ff.); sun-king killed 
by the Moon-goddess for having killed his pre
decessor-uncle is a frequent motif; perhaps he 
was emasculated before, just like Adonis , who 
'was killed in the groins' (Metam. 10, 708ff.); d. 
Kriemhild dream I she saw Siegfried killed by a 
boar (with flowers dyed red by his blood) : 
Nibelungen (16) ; 2. the god o f plenty Frey rode 
on a · boar ('Gullinbursti ' ) which had golden 
bristles; his festiva l was Midwinter; a boar was 
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also the steed of h is 'sister' Freya; Gu llinbursti 
was made by dwarfs, o utsho ne any darkness, 
and out ran any other being; 3. the English 
Yule-tide boar's head is the Norse m idw inter
sacrifice to Prey ; its head was carr ied into the 
hall with an apple in its mouth , and it was 
decked with bay and rosemary; the boar (like 
the Ca lydonian ·one) may have been a frost , 
famine, or drought-monster; 4 . it connected 
two seasons: a. spring: when it helps growth by 
cleani ng out the weeds; b. a utumn: decay + de
stroy ing of the crops (= killing fertilit y); rel. to 
J, 5; 5. its time is October (the boar-h unt ing 
season), the beginning of aut um n (= com ing 
death), or winter itself; 6. a boa r was offered to 
the Moon-Mother-goddess Diana; 

C'. food of tile gods: I . it gives strength and 
co urage; 2. in Walhalla the Elect arc fed o n the 
meat pf the boar Sachrimnir every day ; 

D. oaths were taken over it : I . at Yule-tide a 
boar was led into a royal hall, where the Norse
men made a pledge of allegiance over the boar's 
head , which was then sacrificed ; 2. sometimes 
the hands had to to uch the brist les: the sun
rays; 3. oaths of purity o r honesty taken over 
sacrifices of boars: Homer (II. 19, 266f. ); 

E. intrepidness: I . the boar waits till he is 
surro unded by the pack o f ho unds, and then 
at tacks them and tears them to pieces; 2. he 
continually whets his never-covered tusks for 
killing: Ven. 617f.; 3. im pe tuo us: he blindly 
attacks anything and a nyone; 

r:. lust: I. " Perhaps he spoke not, but Like 
a full-acorned boar, a German one, Cried 'O!' 
and mounted": Cym. 2, 4; 2. in icons he is the 
enemy of female Chast ity riding on a unicorn ; 

G. special religious meanings: I. Babylon: 
divine messenger: therefore his meat is ta bu on 
certain days (taken over by the Hebrews) ; the 
sa me may have been true in England, where the 
ta bu-animal (as usual) may on ly be eaten at the 
festiva l of 'its' god ; 2. Hebrew: symbol of Is
rael's enemies: coming from the wood he de
stroys the vine: Ps. 80 , 13; 3. Christian : a. the 
Devil , destroying the Lord 's vineyard like the 
boar ; in Normandy churches generally sin; b. 
the steed of Gluttony (i n a ps} cho machia) ; c. 
the steed of Anger ; d. the steed of In temper
ance ; e. attr. of Melancholicus and Earth; f. v. 
F, 2; 4 . Celtic: a boar without bristles(= rays) 
is the last darkness of the world , and the de
st ruction of the sun at nightfa ll ; 

H. her.: I . intrepidness; 2. the fully-armed 
soldier; 3. freedom ; 4. unchecked power; 5. the 
fo rces of brute nature (killing Adonis); 6. a 
white boar: the badge < f Richard Ill (various 
references in Shakespeare's play); 

I. correspondences: I. direction : N.N.W.; 2. 
tune: a. the hunting-season: from Christmas to 
Candlemas; b. v. B fo r winter; c. St. Bartholo
mew's Day (August 24) was a great day fo r 
cooking pig-flesh: "Thou whoreson little tidy 
Uartholomew boar-pig" (to Palstaff): 2H4. 2, 4 ; 
v. also Bartholomew; 3. Zodiac: Pisces (winter); 

J. parts and colour: 1. skin: was a cha rm for 
strength and as such much desired: v. B, I , c; 2. 
head: a. Christmas: the Yule-tide boar : v. 
above; b. M.A. fee for the king or lord ; c. hospi
tality: as an Inn-sign ; 3. tusks: a. prehistoric 
sign of the cross; b. ancient Britons: on graves: 
immortality; c. v. E, 2; 4. snout: " his sno ut 
digs sepulchres where'er he goes": Ven. 622; 5. 
colo ur: a. black boar: decay, night, winter, Set; 
b. white boar: v. H, 6. 
boasting 

a very dangerous activity as it is a challenge 
to the envious gods; therefore it is the preroga-
1 ive of the ancient warriors, though even they 
might be brought low for this form of 'hybris'; 
all forms of counting, measuring, an,d 'prema
ture' actions are related (as bringing a pram 
into the house before the baby is born). 
boat 

A. throne of the god: l. Egypt: Nile-type of 
boa ts: long with a hut/throne in the middle; 2. 
it was used as a throne of the god when carried 
around from one town to another ; the 'visit ing' 
11od's image will have been curtained off ; 

B. the (god's) mother-womb: I . Isis as "the 
' uckling m other of young Horus" i~ often re
presented with a boat on her head; or Isis = the 
boat, fighting for Horus (as sun-god) and giving 
life to him ; 2. the boa t = the Goddess, ~ith 
whom the believer identified himself to ensure 
resurrection ; the figurehead is not just an illus
tration then, but shows the real head of the 
11oddess (v. also Pigure-head); tha t is why we 
often see boats with 'empty huts' in Egyptian 
paintings; 3. psych. : the cradle (womb) redis
covered; 4 . L. ' little boat ' is a euphemism for 
vulva ; 

C. sun-night-crossing: the boat of the god 
Nu(n) (= self-creat ing Chaos on which Kephe
rct-sun appears like a shining egg), which the 
believer hoped would carry the sun across the 
hnck of the snake Apap (dragon of darkness); 
lhat boat was seen as a living (female) being, 
fighting the enemies who wanted to prevent the 
soul from being reborn, and which will secure 
Osiris' annual rebirth for millions of years; 

D. fertility: I . Egypt : Nu(n) was a god(dess) 
nf fertility , androgynous: sometimes repre
'cnted as male, sometimes as a female virgin, 
m mctimes with a frog-head and swollen belly 

Bobby 

to represent fertili ty; 2. the snake-boat th rougl1 
which Ra (sun again) passes at night (v. Ram)= 
vegetation, which is related to the snake as fig
ure-head, " bearing the fruit of the world" (cf. 
suckling Isis B, I); 3. in the Osirian Mysteries 
the boat was carried around (on a cart) to en
force the resurrection of the grains ; 4. Greek: in 
the Dionysus-cult Dionysus arrived in the ' boat 
of vegetation' to bring abundance to mankind ; 
5. a 'earn.ts navalis' was used in the Saturnalia: 
the King of the Saturnalia was placed in it, and 
a procession was held (accompanied by Rough 
Music to awaken the fert ility-spirit) thro ugh the 
fields and the town to spread fertility and fe
cundity; the blue ship, q.v. ; 

E. resurrection: I. Egypt: = the Holy of 
Holies (a duplicate of the Temple itself in 
which it stood), where the god lived , curtained 
off fro m the masses; it is the House o f Death 
(of the vulture-goddess Nekhebl, Nekhebet , or 
Nechbet, the goddess of Death), because that is 
where resurrection takes place; it is identical 
with the carried ' throne', which was 'raised' as a 
sign of resurrection; v. also B, 2; 2. eternity, 
immortality: also in Christian emblems; 

P. earth : the earth seen as a boat, being hol
low, its rolls being earthquakes, and floating o n 
Primon;lial Waters; so Osiris passes through the 
earth itself, as does the sun in the night-crossing 
(q.v.); there are often two boats; the boat of 
evening-death , and of morning-resurrectio n ; 

G. psychopomp: l. Egypt: the funerary 
boat accompanied the mummy, on a sledge or a 
cart, to the very grave; later the coffin replaced 
the boat; 2. generally the heroes were carried in 
boats (or on dolphins etc.) to the Island o f the 
Blessed; e.g. King Arthur carried to Avalon by 
Morgan le Fay; the same idea of 'sailing out' is 
world-wide (often the bodies were set adrift in 
boats), including the underly ing idea of Tenny
son's "Crossing the Bar"; 

H. in general speech: I. ark (q .v.), safety; 2. 
adventure, misfortune; 3. the Sun and Moon are 
often represented as ' sailing' through the sky 
themselves; 4 . " to burn one's boats"= to make 
return impossible= co mmit p ncself irrevocably; 
5. 'vehicle' in general; 

I. Blue Boat: Charon's boat, in which the 
souls of the dead are ferried across the Styx: 
'caerulcam puppim': Vergil (Aen . 6, 410) ; v. D, 
5; 

J. v. also Ark, Ship, Sailor, Wind, individual 
ship's parts (e.g. Anchor). 
Bobby 

a fixed taunting-rhy me for a boy called 
thus : "Bobby, Bobby, number nine, Sewed h is 
breeks with binder twine". 
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body 

body 
I. matter versus soul = spirit; often repre

sented as a mount and a rider; 2 . the Flesh 
versus Will, often represented as a garden and a 
gardener; 3 . a personal blemish on the body 
could make a person unfit to be king, e.g. the 
Celtic King Cormac MacArt abdicated at the 
loss of his eye: the. king's personal health is 
related to the country's fertility; 4. body
marks: a. sacred (tattoo) signs; b. bites and 
scratches: a. fertility rites (cf. flagellation); b. 
brutality, fight ing; c. (illicit) violent love (v. 
also Tooth); 5. a body passing through a ser
pent, a tunnel, any dark passage: Night-crossing 
of the Soul to Wisdom, or the soul to rebirth; v. 
Serpent; 6. v. the individual parts of the body 
for the corresponding signs of the Zodiac etc. 
and v. Man. 
boil (sore): 

O.T.: the 6th sign of Moses in Egypt: boils 
and blains. 
boiling 

I. Elizabethan: often the same connotation 
with lusty sweat as 'stewing' (q.v.); perhaps also 
a reference to the venereal boil in a pun; 2. 
renewal of youth: Medea renewed a ram's 
youth by boiling it to induce Pelias' daughters 
to do the same and cut up their father; she is 
also supposed to have done so to Jason's old 
father, to Jason himself, and a lso to Dionysus; 
Pelops was restored to life in a similar manner; 
cf. the roasting of babies to immortalize them; 
cf. also Demeter's magic on Demophon (under 
Fire and Sacrifice). 
bond 

I . the bond of iniquity: Acts 8, 23; 2. the 
bond of peace: Eph. 4, 3; 3. the bond of per
fectness: Col. 3, 14; 4. "an honest man's word 
is as good as his bond" (= contract); 5. v. En
tanglement. 
bone 

A. life: 1. symbol of life seen in the charac
ter of a seed; 2. "When I kept silence, my bones 
waxed old through my roaring all the day long": 
Ps. 32; bones = seat of vitality; 3. "bones and 
pulp" ("Forma d'ossa e di polpe"): Dante = 
being alive; 

B. death, resurrection: I. Ezekiel's vision of 
the Valley of Dry Bones (ch. 37): a. 'dead' 
Israel will be revived; b. the lost hope, lack of 
courage, of the Israelites in exile (= the 'grave') ; 
the Talmud adds: "When those bones had come 
to life, they stood upon their feet, uttered a 
song, and died"; 2. compared to the chrysalis; 

C. the indestructible part of man; 
D. in Man-correspondence: flesh and bones 

=earth; 
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E. general speech : I. the bone of conten
tion; 2. lack of flat tery or hesitation; truth; 3. 
"a broken bone (leg) is stronger when it is set 

, well"; cf. 2H4 4, 1: "Our peace will, like a 
broken limb united, Grow stronger for the 
breaking"; 

F. Bible: 1. "bone of my bones" = woman 
(Adam about Eve): Gen. 2, 23; 2. bone-relation 
is also used in the comparison woman - man 
and Christ - church in Eph. 5, 30; 3. since 
Christ was already dead his bones were not 
broken; perhaps the Evangelist associated this 
with the Passover-rites referred to in Ex. 12, 46 
and Num. 9, 12; 

G. special literary meanings: l. W. Blake: 
the past, tradition, with which one often has to 
break; 2. T.S. Eliot: a. the "fever in the bones": 
burning (thoughts) for something beyond the 
flesh (death) = 'A1arrow', beyond human expe
rience, metaphysics ("Whispers of Immortali
ty"); b. the concrete passage of time, the con
crete form of history : "Waste Land" 3; c. Mem
ory is strong beyond the bone: historical knowl
edge goes farther back than the bones of those 
who participated ("Landscape" 4 ); 3. D. 
Thomas: A. "the winging bone": a. the Hermes 
(= masculine) side of the Hermaphrod itic em
bryo; b. the "flying heartbone" (q.v.); c. phal
lus; B. "bone-railed" : a. sex; b. insecurity; c. 
death ; C. "bone of youth": the phallus seen as 
the instrument of life (and death-bringing life): 
the male counterpart of the tomb-womb; D. 
bones on a beach: phallic man, as opposed to 
female sea-invertebrates; 

H. folklore: a. Rome: dried human bones 
were used as an aphrodisiac; b. life and con
sciousness may remain in them, after the origi
nal owner has died, so they must not be dis
turbed; c. often used in magic and witchcraft 
(both animal and human bones are used in 
spells, healing charms and divination); d. divina
tion in Britain was usua lly done by the blade
bone of sheep; elsewhere by "throwing bones" 
and ' reading' the way they fell; e. healing; many 
recipes, e.g. : burnt human bones mixed with ale 
to produce extreme drunkenness; f. skull (espe
cially efficacious): a. oaths sworn on them are 
very serious (especially used in clearing a person 
of an accusation); b. drinking from a skull: of 
one's enemy, transfers his powers; of a saint, 
heals; c. some skulls refuse to be buried: they 
scream when touched to remove; g. the Merry 
Thought or Wishbone: the forked bone be
tween breast and neck of a bird, may be related 
to a horned moon (like the horse-shoe); two 
people must hold the end of the bone with 
their little fingers, and break it while making a 

secret wish: the one who gets the larger part, 
will have his wish fulfilled. 
bonfire 

1. etym.: a. Sc. "bane-fire" = "bone-fire": a 
great fire in which bones were burnt in the 
open air; a pyre; b. (less likely) 'Boon-fire': the 
neighbourhood contributed to the fire; 2. 
death, resurrection, fert ility: a . originally hu
man or animal sacrifices (as the etym. indi
cates), esp. of fertility-kings or (animal) substi
tutes; b. later t he human sacrifices were re
placed by straw (cf. the last sheaf of the harvest 
incorporating the Com-spirit); 3. warning: a. v. 
Fire fo r the chain of bonfires signalling the end 
of the Trojan War; b. bonfires warned England 
of the approach of the Invincible Armada; 4. 
preventive medicine, purification: passing cattle 
between bonfires to prevent certain diseases; 5. 
sign of victory (cf. 3, a); 6. " the primrose path 
(of dalliance) to the everlasting bonfire" (= 
llell): Mac. Porter-scene; 

7. the most important days for bonfires: A. 
New Year: a. in Greece: the wil,d olive (q.v.) 
was the wood used for that purpose; b. Candle
mas (February 2) often had the same function: 
burn away the old shrubs to encourage young 
shoots to grow; c. May Day = Beltane fire : v. 
Carnaval; B. Midsummer (St. John, or St. 
Vitus): a. wood for these fires was oak: the 
year seen as an oak door, standing widest at 
Midsummer {v. Porter); b. Midsummer bonfires 
were also connected with the flax-<:ult (v. 
Linen); v. also Midsummer; c. leaping over the 
fire was done: a. to promote fert ility; b. Rome: 
at the Palilia-festival (of the shepherds) : de
scribed in Ovid (Fasti 4, 72 1 ff.); C. All Hal
lowe'en: a. against witches; b. to promote next 
year's harvest; D. Yule-tide: v. Boar; 8: folk· 
lore: a. protection against conflagration, light- . 
ning, etc. (like kills like); b. protects against 
witchcraft and sickness; c. general fertilization; 
d. used in Black Magic to harm a person by 
burning him or her ' in effigy'; e. v. Need-fires. 
book 

I . wisdom: a. "written inside and out": eso
teric and exoteric knowledge (like a double
cdged sword in the mouth); b. 'the' book is the 
Bible: e.g. a 'Book-oath' (2H4 2; l ) is a Bible
oath; c. the Bible: a. 0.T.: destiny, dignity, law; 
b. N.T. : divine knowledge; 2. secret knowledge: 
a. Prospero talking of his book of magic: "And 
deeper than did ever plummet sound I'll drown 
my book": Temp. 5, 1; b. the Book of Toth (or 
the Book of the Writer: of Hermes-Toth, Hermes 
Trismegistus) was put in a layer of boxes: gold 
into silver, into ivory and ebony, into iron; 
thrown into the Nile it promises the finder vast 

bosom 

knowledge and power; v. Tarot-pack; c. the fu
ture: "a little book" is the future of the Church 
(Rev. 10, 2), as opposed to the big book (or 
scroll) of the future of the world; 3. life: the 
Book of Life, in which all people's names (or, 
only of the Just) are mentioned: Ex. 32, 32; Ps. 
69, 28; Isa. 4 , 3, etc., to Rev. 3, 5 ; 4 . the book 
of remembrance: Mal. 3, 16; 5. facial expres
sion: a. "Your face, my thane, is as a book 
where men May read strange matters": Mac. 2, 
5; b. "her face the book of praises" = beautiful; 
a common Elizabethan conceit; e.g. Per. l, l ; 6. 
magic: "Books are not seldom talismans and 
spells": Cowper ("The Task: VI. The Winter 
Walk at Noon"); 7. the edification of nature: a. 
(We find) "tongues in trees, books in the running 
brooks, etc.": AYL 2, l; b. related to creative 
'weaving' : all things crystalized within the 
divine omniscience; 8. related to 'beech' (q.v.); 

9. combinations: a. open book : Christ is the 
light of the world and the Book of Life (v. 
above); b. closed book: in the hands of God: 
Divine Mystery; c. devil's book: playing-cards; 
d. a little book: v. 2, c; e. a red book: a book 
listing a ll persons in state office (originally a 
peerage list); f. for excommunication by "Bell, 
book and candle" v. Bell. 
borage 

i. ' Borago officinalis' has bright blue flow
ers and hairy leaves and stem; 2. used: a. often 
in folk-medicine (esp. for slight fevers); b. to 
flavour a cl~ret cup and other drinks, giving a 
cool, cucumber-like bouquet; 3. flower: blunt
ness, talent; 4. plant: roughness of character. 
border 

1. her.: = 'bordure': the difference between 
the same arms of relatives; 2. D. Thomas: the 
"border of t ime and weathers": this side of the 
border birds and things are wet, however holy 
("Poem in October"). 
bosom 

1. seat of fee lings and prayers: "And my 
prayer returned to mine own bosom": Ps. 35, 
13; 2. seat of sin: (copulation with a strange 
woman) : "Can a man take fire to his bosom , 
and his clothes not be burned?": Prov. 6, 27 ; 3. 
guilt: "Canst thou no t minister to a mind dis
easect .... And with some sweet oblivious antidote 
Cleanse a stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff 
Which weighs upon the.heart": Mac. 5, 3;'4. 
place of safety,: the good shepherd "shall gather 
the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom": Isa. 40, 11 ; 5. place fo r kisses (also 
fig.): "Summer set "lip to earth's bosom bare, 
And left •the flushed print in a poppy there": 
Fr. Thompson ("The Poppy'_'); 6. Egypt: t~e 
mother's bosom is the symbol of mouth (v. 
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bottle 

Eye); 7. Jung: eye = bosom, with pup il as child ; 
8. v. Breast, Teats, Paps. 
bottle 

l. salvation: e.g. Sir W. Raleigh: "The Pas
sionate Man's Pilgrimage"; related to the pil
grim's gourd and to the ark - boat; 2. rain: the 
bottles of heaven: Job 38, 37; 3. refreshment; 
4. intemperance; 5. anything swollen: e.g. R3 l, 
3: " That bottled spider"; 6. phallus: in early 
street-ballads; 7. trade marks: a. gold: banker 
and goldsmith; b. with a colo ured liquid: orig. a 
pharmacist, later also of confectioners and 
grocers; c. with beer, whiskey, or wine: a tav
ern; 8. a smashed bottle: Jeremiah was told by 
the Lord to smash a bottle in front of the elders 
and tell them that that was how the Lord 
would punish them (Ch. 19). 
bough 

1. hanging: 'The father to the bough, the 
son to the plough" (= when the father is 
hanged, the son inherits the land): proverb; 2. 
inherent, potential fame: "Burned is Apollo's 
laurel bough That sometime (= once) grew 
within thfa learned man": Marlowe ("Doctor 
Faustus", 16); 3. (the burden of) fertility: "The 
boughs that bear most, hang lowest": proverb; 
4 . The Golden Bough: used by Aeneas in order 
to return to the earth from his visit to the un
derworld , so = immortality; ref. Vergil (Aen. 6, 
l 37ff.; esp. 208ff.); in that context the mistle
toe (q.v.) is mentioned; also in Ovid (Metam. 
14, 114). 
bow 

1. generally a weapon of benevolent gods: 
Apollo (who often uses it to avert disasters), 
Artem is (with 'sweet' arrows), Heracles, Eros, 
Mithn:~, the White Horseman (q.v.) of Rev. 6, 
2; generally it touches the hearts of man, not 
to kill (like its opposite the sword); 2. Apollo's 
bow and arrow: a. sun-rays, fertilizing and puri
fying; b. as it is his typical weapon, it was used 
in divination; 3. war, power; e.g. break a bow= 
break power in 1 Sam. 2, 4 ; 4. death: made of 
the deadly yew; 5. hunting: attribute of a hunt
ing-god(dess), e.g. Artemi~; 6. moon-shape (cf. 
horns, horse-shoe, etc.): fertility, st rength, vital
ity, the female principle; 7. (exhausting) strain : 
the tension of life-force or spiritual force: "a 
bow long bent grows weak": proverb; 8. pene
trating inquisitiveness; 9. fire and lightning; 1 O. 
(sharp or lying) tongue: "they bend their to n
gues like their bows for lies": Jer. 9, 3; 11. 
"The martin and the swallow, are God's bow 
and arrow" : proverb; v. also robin and wren; 
12. the most famous bow and archery-contest 
in mythology is that between Odysseus and his 
rivals at the end of Od., where he kills them all 
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with the bow that only he could bend; 13. 
Zodiac: Sagittarius; 14. combinations: a. the 
god of the silver bow: Apollo l , 37; b. gold 
bow: that of ArtemiS: Ovid (Metam, I, 697); c. 
the bow of Urizen (Blake): materialism (formed 
from a serpent); 15. v. Archer, Arrow. 
bowels 

I. scat of compassion: e.g. "Wherefore my 
bowels shall sound like an harp for Moab": Isa. 
16, 11 ; probably a euphemism for the sexual 
organs, where a sudden onrush of compassion 
creates a stir; 2. the parts eaten especially of 
human sacr ifices: Wisdom 12, 5; 3. off-sprin)l: 
"Thine own bowels which do call thee sire": 
Meas. 3, l ; 4 . astral.: governed by Virgo. 
bowl 

l. poverty: begging, charity; 2. riches: fruit
fulness, plenty (e.g. "the golden bowl" in Eccl. 
12, 6); in unfavourable meaning: gluttony; 3. 
the feminine principle: a. in Egyptian hiero
glyphics; b. earth, world-mother (symbol of 
conta inment); cf. Cauldron, Waterpot, Vessel, 
etc.; 4. sacrifice; 5. gossip: "Utter your gravit ies 
o'er a gossip's bowl": Rom. 3, 5, where Capulet 
chides the Nurse for defending Juliet ; 6. literary 
references: a. W. Blake: the Golden Bowl: wis
dom-bowl of the brain; b. T.S. Eliot: a bowl of 
rose-leaves: civilized life, on which dust has fal 
len: dead and buried ("Burnt Norton" 1 ); c. 
FitzGerald (0. Khayyam's "Rubaiyat"): the 
Bowl of Night (= the inverted sky), into which 
the morning throws the stone, that puts the 
stars to flight; throwing a stone in a cup in the 
desert meant: "To horse!". 
box 

I. feminine, containing the unconscio us; the 
maternal body; 2. treasure; 3. secrets; 4. Pan
dora's box: the unconscious (v. also Pandora): 
a. the unexpected, excessive, destructive; b. 
imaginative exaltation ; c. related to the 'third 
casket' mo tif of many stories, which contains 
devastating storms a nd death (3 = 2 favourab le 
+ I unfavourable; the three stages of man's 
life); 5. death, rebirth; related to Ark, Boat, 
Cista; 6. perfume: "And all Arabia breathes 
from yonder box": Pope ("The Rape of the 
Lock" 1 ); 7. (hence) spring: "Sweet spring, full 
of sweet days and roses, A box where sweets 
compacted lie": G. Herbert ("Virtue"); 8. 
Christian : a. attribute of Mary Magdalene: 
anointment; b. Britain: a box with 2 dolls in it 
(the Virgin and the Child) was carried from 
house to house at Christmas, accompanied by 
caro ls; the box resembles the Ark with the New 
Year child : sun-fertility-rite; 10. D. Thomas: 
"twin-boxed grief": a. twin-bedded; grief = 
consort; b. twin-coffined ; c. testicles (cf. the 

rnuntry-handed grave boxed into love). . 
box tree 

1. 'Buxus sempervirens' is an evergreen, 
wl11ch grows very slowly; its wood is used espe
' 1,illy for musical instruments (mentioned as 
~ lll'h already by Pliny , Vergil and Ovid), carv-
111~s, inlaying, and mathematical instruments; 
11,1•d for wax writing tablets (e.g. Propertius, 3, 
1 }); 2. prosperity; 3. grace: common in gar-
1h•n'; 4. tenacity; incorruptible, eternal; 5 . stoi
' 1,111: it likes shade, requires no attendance, can 
h1".1r great heat and rigorous cold without losing 
II' greenness, and lasts for centuries; 6. pale-
111·,,: Ovid: 'paler than boxwood' (Metam. 4, 
116); 7. its tell-tale crackling leaves reveal the 
llut h to the lover when crushed in the hand; 8. 
11N wood used for engraving, it is considered 
111ore male, as opposed to the female pear-tree. 
bracelet 

1. a gift to b ind: "For my sake wear this; It 
I• 11 manacle of love, I'll place it Upon this fair-
1•,t prisoner": Cym. 1, 2 ; "Njal's Saga": a jeal-
1111s woman gives a gold bracelet 10 the man she 
loves in order to incapacitate him to consume 
love with another; 2. crown and bracelets are 
111yul attributes in 2Sam I, 10; in the sagas gold 
luucelets are the most valued possessions beside 
purple clothes, cloaks, etc. ; 3. earrings and 
l11,1celcts were the gifts of the servant of Abra
h11111 (Elieezer?) to Rebcccah; a bracelet is sup
po,cd lo have been 1,6 kilograms of gold; 4. 
ll'oirning: "Learning to the prudent is as an or-
1111111ent of gold, and like a bracelet µpon his 
1 l11ht arm": Jesus BenShirah 21, 24; 5. v. Circle 
111td Ring. 
hrecken 

1. the 'Pteridium typica ', a kind of fern, is a 
p1·rcnnial, with a black rootstock, which creeps 
1111dcrground extensively, sending up fronds at 
l11tcrvals, which, dying in autumn, remain 
Nt,mding throughout winter, affording cover for 
~,1me; 2. often the place where the stricken 
(•oicred) deer is caught; 3. Puck gave Bottom his 
uNs's head in a bracken: MND 3, 2; 4. folklore: 
11. when cut cross-wise close to its foot, marks 
will show· resembling the Greek chi for Christ; 
h. therefore it is hated by witches and evil spir
its; c. (being a fern) it is related to thunder and 
llMh tning: therefore the same mark may be read 
11~ on eagle, the thunder-bird, or as an oak, the 
thunder-tree; therefore it is also called Oak
lcrn; d. sometimes the marks may show the 
luture beloved's initials; 5. for further symbol
INm: v.Fem. 
brain 

I. reason: in Elizabethan times it formed 
the vitaJ organs with the heart and the liver; the 

bramble 

brain generates the animal spirits, and is there
fore the seat of reason; 2. fantasy: a. "This is 
the very coinage of your brain": Ham. 3, 4; b. 
"When I have fears that I may cease to be Be
fore my pen has gleaned my teeming brain": 
Keats (Sonnet); 3. memory: a. "in his brain .... 
he hath strange places crammed With observa
tions the which he vents In mangled form": 
AYL 2, 7; b. (having talked of his memory): 
"And thy commandment all a lone shall live 
Within the book and volume o f my brain": 
Ham. I, 5. 
bramble 

1. general: a. a prickly bush with black ber
ries; it is one of the plants of which Jesus' 
Crown of Thorns is supposed to have been 
made; this continued an older tabu on eating 
its berries, called 'poisonous' because they 
were already the 'fruit of the fairies'; another 
reason given was its relation to the Devil (v . 
Blackberry); b. it has 5-pointed leaves, which 
make it sacred to the Great Goddess (of Life 
and Death) ; c. the branches when trailing along 
the ground, may strike root and grow into a 
new plant; 2~ death; Tiresias ordered the ser
pents which had attacked Heracles to be burnt 
in a fire of bramble, briar and thorn (Theocritus 
24, 88ff.); 3. s in; 4. stinging remorse; 5. the 
opposite of the sacred rose (= the beauty of the 
soul in devotion); 6. lowliness; 

7. Hebrew (ambiguous): a. divine love, the 
Voice of God speaking from the Burning Bush 
(related to the myth of Semele, v. 1, b); b. it 
does not give protection: a " tree without 
shadow" (in the Tree-fable in Judg. 9, 8ff.); c. 
dangerous pride: it easily catches fire, and may 
cause the mighty cedars to go up in flames; 
moreover it has the thorns of malignity; 8 . en
tanglement (q:v.): that which entangles us in 
Dante's 'selva oscura': the dark wood of Error, 
Irreality, and Formlessness: T.S. Eliot ("East 
Coker" 2); 9. original purity consumed in its 
own flames: attribute of Christ and Mary; 10. 
in the Calendar Year . (September 2 - 29) it is a 
substitute for the Vine (as wine was also made 
of it); 11. D. Thomas: "bramble void": non
existing heaven, crowded by blackberries, 
where the dead grbw for God's joy; 

12. folklore: a. curative: the cattle (or a pa
tient) must pass some natural aperture or arch 
with brambles on both sides; b. 'a bed of bram
bles': " A great dowry is a bed full of bran1-
bles": proverb; c. nursery-rhyme: "There was a 
man of Thessaly, And he was wondrous wise, 
He jumped into a bramble bush And scratched 
out both his eyes. And when he saw his eyes 
were out, With all his might and main, He 
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breeze 

dying king, or just purifying air and the gold of 
sunlight): a. "And when he (= J esus) had said 
this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost": St. John 20, 22; 
b. poe tic, vatic 'inspiration'; 3. creative: the god 
breathing life: "And the Lord formed man of 
the dust of the ground, a nd breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a 
living soul": Gen. 2, 7;a lso6, 17; 7 , 15,etc.;4. 
connected with voice, q.v.; 5. breath = air (in 
Man-symbolism, q.v.), wind: (comparing win
ter-wind to ingratitude) "Thy tooth is not so 
keen, Because thou art not seen, Although thy 
breat h be rude": A YL 2, 7; 6. the rhythm of 
breath ing is connected with the rhythm of the 
'breathing' universe; 7. co nnected with the cir
culation of the blood: inversion and evolution; 
8. Yahweh's fury : v. Nostril. 
breeze 

I. fertil ity; 2. amorous yearnings (like birds, 
arrows, etc.); 3. related to breath, q.v.; 4. mes
senger or the voice of the gods; 5. sense-<>bject, 
which summons the poet to work : P. Valery ; 6. 
v. Wind, and Windrose. 
briar (brier) 

I . a ny prickly, thorny shrub or bush; now 
usually a wild rose-bush, the 'Rosa rubiginosa', 
related to the Sweet Briar = Eglantine (q.v.); 2. 
related to the Great Goddess (of Life, Lust, and 
Death), because it has a five-petalled flower; 3. 
love, lasciviousness: a. in ballads often inter
twining over lovers' graves: e.g. "The Douglas 
Tragedy", "lord Love!'', etc.; b. a love-<:harm, 
described by Th. Campion: "Go burn these poi
sonous weeds in yon blue fire, These Screech
owl's feathers and this prickling briar" ("Thrice 
toss these Oaken Ashes"); c. Eros puritanically 
seen as a major sin (v. also Blake below); 4. the 
Goddess as light or dawn maid: "Briar Rose": 
v. Sleeping Beauty; 5. death, gr ief: "O, how full 
of briers is this working~ay world": AYL I, 3; 

6. rejection: briars and thorns are the 
symbols of the inimical attitude of the Israelites 
to Ezekiel in Babylon (2, 6); 7. parasite: Err. 2, 
2 (v. Ivy); 8. modesty; 9. solitude; 10. special 
literary references: A. W. Blake: the priests 
bind the author's "joys and desires" with briars 
("The Garden of Love") ; B. T.S. Eliot: pain 
accompanying the ecstasy (rose) of the "frigid 
purgatorial fires" ("East Coker" 4 ); C. D. 
Thomas: "briared hand" : of Christ and the 
wounded poet ("Vision and Prayer"); 11. v. 
Eglantine, Thistle, and Rose. 
brick 

I . dependable, permanent, substantial; 2. 
man: made of clay; 3. birth: a birth-bed was 
often made of bricks (cf. women giving birth on 
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a dirt-floor of a cottage; v. Birth): a. emblem of 
Marni, mother-goddess of Babylonia ; b. emblem 
of Meskhenet, fate-goddess at childbirth in 
Egypt ; 4. Hebrew: their work in Egypt, so : a. 
exile, bondage; b. cruelty: for making bricks 
without straw: v. Straw; c. transitoriness: soft 
material (not baked , and cf. Stone); 5. Rome 
and Greece began to use brick a t (or little be
fore) the decline of the Roman republic; 6. 
England: lower-<:lass, upstart: brick cottage (the 
opposite of a stone mansion), Red Brick Uni
versities (opposite of Oxbridge); 7. W. Blake: 
brothels are built with the bricks of religio n. 
bride 

I . fertility: a. her emblems are fertility
emblems, like apple, rose, lilies, an enclosed gar
den, a founta in, etc.; b. she is often of humble 
birth (plant rising from the soil), but with beau
tiful shoes (q.v. for 'vulva') when raised to her 
proper height by the (sun)princi~: the Cinderel
la-motif; 2. anima: Solomon's Shulam ite ('sis
ter') is the female counterpart of the (Sun) 
King: their names have the same root sh-1-m ; 
together they form the perfect androgyne, wis
dom; 3. the imprisoned bride: fertility shu t up 
in the underworld by the frost-monster, till 
brought out by the Sun; 4 . false bride: related 
to the inverted form of the Beauty and the 
Beast (q.v.): a beautiful bride is replaced by an 
ugly ogress; the real bride is placed in a humble 
position, throw'• in a lake o r river (related to 
the Swan-maiden), etc.; the fa lse bride (winter) 
is exposed and expelled by the Sun-prince, and 
the real bride comes forth in full glory (spring, 
dawn, etc.); as Sleeping Beauty she is 'awak
ened'; 

5. Christian: a. the Church (with Christ as 
the groom); b. a nun (the bride of Christ); 6. 
folklore: "happy is the bride that the sun shines 
on, a nd the corpse that the rain rains on"; 7. 
for bride = prepuce, to serpent-<lemon: v. 
Lilith; 8. for many details about bride-folklore: 
v. Wedding and Blood; v. also Shulamite, Vulva, 
Woman, Female, etc.; 9. Bride's Day (Fehr. l ): 
in Scotland, a girl impersonated the Celtic 
goddess of fertility, going from house to house 
and singing a song while asking for gifts. 
bridegroom 

I . fert ility: the sun, issuing fro m his cham
ber or tent: Ps. 19, 4f.; 2. freshness: "A certain 
lord, neat a nd trimly dressed , Fresh as a bride
groom": IH4 l , 3; 3. v. Marriage, Wedding, 
etc.; 4 . Whitsuntide Bridegroom: in a contest of 
climbing the May-Pole, or racing to it on horse
back, taking the bush from the top, a young 
man became Whitsuntide King, or Bridegroom, 
ordering people about for the rest of the day; 

he was attended by some 'knights' and a clown 
(thus resembling the Prince o f the Carnaval 
with his jester a nd counc il-men) ; a girl was ap
pointed Queen or Bride; both received gifts af
ter the groom and his attendants had made the 
round of the village. 
bridge 

A. connection between two world s, or in
herently different beings: I. link between man 
and God (heaven): a. Iris, the rainbow (q.v .), as 
messenger of the gods, or as Scand. Bifrost be
tween Midgard and Asgard; b. the Milky Way 
(q.v.): Celtic Llug's chain; in British fo lklore 
" Wa tling Street"; c. sometimes the bridge over 
which the souls had to go was thinner than a 
thread, hung over He ll, and those unworthy fell 
off; 2. between the visible and the invisible 
world; 3. between two periods in time; 

B. test: the Irish bridge of Cliff tilted under 
the unworthy, a nd could be crossed only by the 
brave; 

C. desire for a change; 
D. Demeter, as Lady of the Bridge; 
E. Rome: 'pontifex maximus' (the greatest 

bridge-builder) used in the spiritual sense; his 
main function may have been appeasing the 
river-god insulted by the bridge; 

F. her.: 1. assaulting cares, patience, stabili
ty; 2. artistic sense, industry, rests on the pillars 
of fidelity, stead iness, justice; sometimes witb 
the scroll: 'Fluctantibus obstat ' : it endures 
floods; 

G. the Bridge of Sighs: 1. Venice: from 
1udgment hall to execution; 2. London: Water
loo Bridge: notorious for suicides; 

H. ballads: in many ballads a person swims 
across a river "where brigs were broken": ac
cording to the happy or unhappy end we have a 
last-minute rescue, o r a sad drowning; e.g. "fair 
Mary of Wallington"; 

I. folklore: a. children's lore: it is lucky to 
rass a bridge, over or under which a train 
passes; b. "bridges were made for wise men to 
walk over and fools to ride over": proverb ; c. 
11olden bridge: "For a flying enemy make a 
11ulden (or, silver) bridge": proverb; d. it is un
lucky to be the first person to cross a new 
hridgc, probably rela ted to ancient sacr ifices 
under its foundations (as with houses, thresh
olds); if that was not done the building would 
not stand; e. Devil's bridges, built with his help, 
hut for which he requires the fust to cross it as 
11 sacrifice, so an animal is made to walk over 
It first; Devil's bridges can be recognized, be
cause they are incomplete: one stone missing; 
f. witches cannot cross bridges across water: v. 
R. Burns: "Cutty Sark"; g. the fo llowing fa-

Brisingamen 

mous nursery-rhyme may be connected with 
the baby-sacrifice to safeguard against the 
forces of the river-god; a game similar to that of 
"Oranges and Lemons" accompanied it: 
" London Bridge is falling down, (5x) - My fair 
lady Build it up w ith wood and clay (id.) Wood 
and clay will wash away; Build it up with bricks 
a nd mortar, Bricks and mortar will not stay", 
etc. 
bridle 

1. icon: T emperance has a bridle in her 
mouth (curbing the tongue) and a time-piece on 
her head (keeping things in order) ; 2. N.T.: as 
an image of the terrible slaughter that will come 
at the end of the world (Rev. 14, 20) it says 
that the blood will come "even unto the horse 
bridles"; 3. shares in horse-symbolism (fertility 
etc.). 
brimstone 

l. destruction as punishment for sins: fire 
from Hell ; 2. folklore: carried about it is a pre
ventive against rheumatism (related to Hell: 
fight fire with fire), cramps •. etc; v. Sulphur. 
briony (bryony) 

I. a twining plant of the gourd-family, hav
ing a large white roo t, large palmate leaves, pale 
yellow flowers and red berries; 2. in England it 
is often given the same value as the mandrake 
(q.v.): its male and female forms are given the 
name 'mandrake' and 'womandrake' ; 3. it is an 
aphrodisiac and a fertilizer: dried and powdered 
roots arc given to persons or horses of the sex 
opposite to the plant's; there arc strict warnings 
about the exact dose; 4 . witches use it in their 
spells (either unable to find a ' real mandrake', 
or confounding them) ; they make an image of 
them to represent the person, on whom they 
want to cast a spell; 5. it is often employed in 
remedies for women's ills, and for rheumatism , 
sometimes as a purgative, cathartic and diuretic 
(Pliny 23, 16)-. 
Brisingamen 

J. the famous necklace belonging to Freyja, 
the Germ. goddess clothed in falcon-feathers; 
though she did not belon!f to the Aesir, but 
their rivals the Vanir, she was socn confused 
with frigg (Frija), Odin's spouse; when ke~t 
separate she was tht: Great Goddess: of death m 
so far as she had a dwelling in the sky where she 
received the dead heroes; she is married to the 
sun-god Od, and when he wandered in his daily 
course she wept 'tears of gold' (grain); she was 
the Mother-goddess, having two beautiful 
daughters; she was Venus and. promiscuous 
sorceress all in one; she had obtained the neck
lace fro m the Black Elves (q.v.) in Svartalfa
heim, paying for it by sleeping with all of them ; 
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bronze 

~·. it has be~n explained (the name meaning 
fire-necklace): a. the Moon; b. dawn: morning 

or evening-star setting in the sea; c. the rainbow 
(q .v.), which was guarded by Heimdall against 
the approach of the greatest enemies of the 
Aesir, the Giants (darkness, frost, etc.); Heim
dall himself was a light-god; the ra inbow has 
a lso been explained as Freyja 's tears; d. general 
fruit fulness. 
bronze 

1. it purifies; 2. the Bronze Age: the third of 
the Four Astro logical Ages: a. mankind became 
a hardened , powerful race, with metal tools, 
constantly at war, and condemned to wander in 
Hades; b. burial became the general rule; c. con
nected with the invention of the wheel (ma
chinery); d. the great Greek epic poetry (at 
least the " Iliad" ) incorporated many Bronze 
Age legends; 3. a. Bronze Gong: in Greece was 
sounded : a. at the death of a king; b. at the 
eclipse of the moon (to call it back). 
brooch 

I . originally made of bronze, often repre
senting animals in crude form, endowing the 
wearer with the characteristics of the animal 
represented; 2. in Elizabethan times a brooch 
was often jewelled , or ind icated a person's 
trade: it was generally worn on the hat: 
" love to Richard Is a strange brooch in this 
all-hating world": R2 5, 5; 3. the best speci
men: "he is indeed the brooch and gem of all 
~e nation": Ham. 4, 7; 4. folklore: as a gift it 
JS an omen of broken love or friendship. 
brook 

I . deceit: "My brethren have dealt deceit
fully as a brook, and as the stream of brooks 
the~ pass away": Job 6, 15, referring to wadi's, 
which lack water when it is needed most: in 
summer; 2. spiritual guidance: the brook that 
the hart pants after (Ps. 42 , I ); 3. six smooth 
stones out of a brook (acc. to· A.V.; others: 
valleys) killed Goliath ; 4. morning: 'The 
brooks of morning" : Longfellow ("Children"); 
5. vulva; 6. place to fly the goshawk: 2H6 , 2, J ; 7. 
smooth runs the water, where the brook is deep: 
proverbial; e.g. 2H6 3, 2. 
broom (shrub) 

1. 'Cytisus scoparius' is an evergreen shrub 
of the pea-family; its small leaves fa ll away ear
ly, b~t the branches retain their dark-green col
our; Its yellow flowers scatter their pollen by an 
exp losive mechanism, usua lly triggered off by 
the touch of bees; 2. war: material for the 
staves of spears a nd darts; 3. O.T.: the same 
function of the Northern Birch: a. sacred to the 
sun; b. expels evil spirits; 4. humility, servitude 
(providing material for the tool) ; 5. neatness; 6. 
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rejected love: "broom-groves Whose shadow the 
dismissed bachelor loves": Tp. 4 , I ; 7. her. : 
emblem of the Plantagenets, originally a nick
nam e of Geoffrey, count of Anjou, be~ause he 
wore a spring of broom ('gene!') in his hat ; 8. 
folklore: a. its bitter, nauseous shoots were 
used as a diuretic (against surfeits) ; also its 
seeds; b. "under the broom is silver and gold": 
proverb; v. Furze. 
broom (tool) 

1. neatness, humility, servility: v. preceding ; 
2. insight, wisdom; 3. attribute of Robin Good
fellow and all well-meaning fairies: (Puck) "I 
am sent with broom before, To sweep the dust 
behind the door": MND 5, I; 4. broomstick: a . 
the typical implement of woman (the opposite 
of the male pitch-fork) ; it was placed outside 
the door, when the woman was absent from 
home; b. witches' steed: perhaps used as vault
ing-pole or as a hobby-horse, suggestive of fly
ing; 5. folklore: a. a t weddings a birch-besom 
was set aslant an open door (of the bride's 
home, or her future hou·se); bride and groom 
had to jump over it, official witnesses had to be 
present, a nd then the ceremony was as valid as 
a church wedding; b. a girl accidentally stepping 
over a broom-handle may become a mother be
fore she is a wife (stressing the phallic meaning 
of the broom-handle, which it is of importance 
to remember in connection with witches too); 
c. burning an old broom, or throwing one over
board (without its handle) may becalm a storm. 
brow 

1. shows one's feelings: "Contracted in one 
brow of woe": Ham. I, 2; 2. the place where a 
person's character is branded: a. "by this face, 
This seeming brow of justice": 1 H4 4, 3; b. 
"brands the harlot - Even here, between the 
chaste unsmirched brow Of my true mother": 
Ham. 4 , 5; c. grace: "See, what a grace was 
seated o n this brow": Ham. 3, 4 ; d. victory: 
"~ll weakness that impairs, a ll griefs tha t bow, 
Fmd their sole voice in that victorious brow": 
M. Arnold ("Shakespeare"); e. innocence: 
" Child of pure unclouded brow And dreaming 
eyes of wonder": L. Carroll ('Through the 
Looking-Glass", introd.); f. v. Rose as the oppo
site of Cain's Blister; 3. azure brow: of the 
Ocean: "Time writes no wrinkle on thine azure 
brow: Such as creation's dawn beheld, thou 
rollest now": Byron ("Childe Harold's Pilgr." 
4) ; 4. v. Forehead. 
brown 

1. earth, m odesty; 2. autumn, melancholy; 
3. a quiet background colour, simplicity, Victo
rian lack of emotion or spirituality; 4. renuncia
tion, monasticism (monk's habit), poverty, 

(ll'llitence; 5. sorrow, barrenness; 6. a 'brown 
1111111' is proverbially trusty; 7. "Brown Exercise 
rrloiced to hear, And Sport leapt up, and seized 
hi~ Beechen Spear": Collins ("The Passions") ; 
H the character of those inclined to brown: a. 
... 1111ness, passivity; b. conservative, dependable; 
1 practical knowledge; d. earthly; 

'I. literary associations: A. a 'nutbrown 
11111/t/<'11' occurs frequently in ballads: she is 
u~uully prepared to follow her lover in banish-
1111·111, into the Green-wood, to be an outlaw; 
11 111withstanding the hardships o f such a life she 
ll'lllllins constant (by ancestry she may prove to 
h1• 11 baron's daughter); the paramour in the 
11111•s1 is present again : it appears he was not 
11•ully banished, but only wanted to test her, 
111111 now will marry her; she often compares 
l11vourably with Fair Annets etc.; the same 
lhrme we see again in "Fair Margaret", where 
'iwcct William ultimately marries the brown 
~h i , and finds Margaret's ghost at his bed's feet; 
II l>a11te: brown air: a. of evening: e.g. Inf. C. 
1, I ; b. of Hell; C. J. Joyce: brown and yellow: 

1111' colo urs of paralysis and decay (of Dublin); 
111. v. Wedding-dress. 
llrownie 

I. German: guardian spu1ts living in the 
woods; related to the 'little people', a remnant 
111 .1 smaller race overcome by a taller; 2. North
' 111 England: the good fairies, like Robin Good
l1•llow, who work in the night: cleaning the 
111111115 and doing general housework; some
ll11ll'S, however, they mischievously upset an al-
11•,1tly arranged room (cf. Puck) ; cream or bread 
11111 milk can be left as a reward, but any 

111 her gift is disdained ; the surest way to get 
1111 of them is to make them suits of clothes: 
lht•y will put them on and never return ; 3. v. 
/' 111ry, Elf. Dwarf. e tc. 
bubble 

I . man's life and aspiratio ns seen as an emp-
1y, Insubstantial thing: a. " If your lordship find 
111111 not a hilding (= good-for-no thing), hold me 
1111 more in respect - On my life, my lord, a 
h11hblc." All's W. 3, 6; b. "Man is a bubble": 
1•111vcrb; c. "Seeking the bubble reputation 
I v1•n in the cannon's mouth": AYL 2, 7; 2. airy 
vl~lons : (of the witches) "The earth has bub
lih',, as the water has, And these ar e of them": 
Muc. I , 3; 3. D. Thomas: a. "Swag of bubbles in 
1 'ccdy sack": semen in the testicles, always 

11•111crnbering that coition is itself a symbol for 
1•111·tic creation, so semen = words; b. cf. Ball; 
I .1 lcf, thief of time, steals bubbles = breath, so: 
'.111..es death. 
llucentaur 

I. half man, half bull/ox/ass; 2. dualit y of 

bud 

man, stressing his baser (animal) part; cf. Cen
taur; 3. the archetype of the m ystic combat 
between man a nd an animal-monster expressed 
in one symbo l: Theseus and the Minotaur in 
one, or St. George and the Dragon, Heracles 
and the Cretan bull, etc.; 4. probably used for 
figure-head of a ship, esp. the one in which the 
Doge of Venice sailed to the Adriatic Sea every 
year on Ascension Day, at the annual renewal 
of the "wedding of the sea" by dropping a gold 
ring into the water in the name of the republic. 
bucket 

1. attribute of Fortune with her wheel of 
buckets, alternately filling and emptying; ref. 
R2 4, I ; 2. folklore: an overturned bucket 
should not be used to sit on, e.g. by anglers; 
perhaps with a pun on 'kick the bucket' = to 
die, in which 'bucket' = a beam or yoke, on 
which something is hung. 
buckle 

I. self-defence and pro tection : like 'fibula' 
(q.v., = a minimal shield, = 'buckler') and belt 
(q.v.): " I give thee the bucklers" = I own you 
are a better man (in eombat): Ado 5, 2; 2. to 
undo one's belt = ' letting hair down'; 3. a 
buckle of gold could be worn by the Maccabees 
as a sign of the highest honour (coming with a 
purple gown) given by the Seleucides: e.g. 
1Maccab.10, 62ff.;4. aristocracy; 5. fidelity in 
authority; 6. resembles the runic character for S 
= sun; 7. the 'tongue' divides the buckle into a 
figure symbolizing the daily circle of the sun, 
the middle of the circle of the year, etc.; 8. 
her.: a. a knight preparing for action; b. tenaci
ty, steadiness; 9. used as a protective amulet; 
10 . the goodwill a nd protection of Isis: a 
buckle dipped in water was hung around a 
mummy's neck to safeguard him or her in the 
underworld ; 11. v. Girdle. 
buckram 

I. coarse linen, stiffened with glue; 2. used 
in Elizabethan times: a. to make lawyers' bags: 
"Thou buckram lord": 2H6 4 , 7; b. to make 
curtains; c. for giants' clothes on the stage: "O 
monstrous! eleven buckram men grown out of 
two" (= 2 men have become eleven giants: Hall 
teasing Fallstaff): 1H4 2, 4; since then: imagi
nary person(s). 
bud 

I. latent or undeveloped power, immaturity. 
youth; 2. virginity; 3. Shakespeare has constant 
references to the darling buds of feminine 
youth (vulva), being cankered (= a worm): a. 
(Romeo is) "So far from sounding and discov
ery, As is the bud bit with an envious worm": 
Rom. l, 1; b. " now will canker-sorrow eat my 
bud": K. John 3, 4 ; 4 . spring: a. "The soote 
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Buddha 

season, that bud and bloom forth brings": the 
Earl of Surrey ("Description of Spring"); b. 
"Rough winds do shake the darling buds of 
May": Sonn. 18; 5. D. Thomas: the phallus that 
'forks' (= fixes) the girl's eye (and his own): "If 
I were tickled". 
Buddha 

W.B. Yeats: a. complete contemplation; b. 
Love: the opposite of the Sphinx = Intellect. 
bugle 

I. originally a bullock's horn (0. Fr. 'bugle'); 
2. military call to action, from Reveille to Last 
Post; 3. the Horn of Salvation; v. Horn for gen
eral symbolism; 4. the horn of cuckoldom: 
"hang my bugle in an invisible baldric": hide · 
my position: Ado 1, I. 
bug loss 

1. a plant, 'ox-tongue'; 2. fa lsehood: a ttrib
ute of Lying: of its roots various kinds of 
grease-paint are made; 3. it has many medicinal 
uses, and when carried on a person it keeps the 
snakes away (Pliny 22, 25 ). 
building 

1. lov.e: Sonn. 124; Ant. 3, 2; Gent. 5, 4: 
Valentine wishes Silvia to return to the mansion 
of his breast, "Lest, growing ruinous, the build
ing fa lls"; also Troil 4, 2; and Err. 3, 2: "Shall 
love in building grow so ruinous?"; 2. fancy: " l 
have lived To see inherited my very wishes, And 
the buildings of my fancy": Cor. 2, I; 3. the 
believers: (1 Cor. 3, 9:) "For we are labourers to
gether with God; ye are God's husbandry, ye 
are God's building"; 4. folklore: a. a high build
ing, a low foundation: proverb; b. "In settling 
an island, the first build ing erected by a Span
iard will be a church; by a Frenchman, a fo rt; 
by a Dutchman, a warehouse; and by an Eng
lishman, an alehouse": proverb. 
bull 

A. general: l . the bull is primarily a solar 
animal, yet contains many lunar elements; to
gether they form one of the most important 
~cor~.oratio~~ o~.the Slain God of Fertility; 2. 

Bull and Ox are often synonymous: e.g. 
the "Oxen of the Sun" episode in Odyssey; 3. 
Egyptian hier.: a. temperance; b. double bull (2 
heads and 4 legs): the ends of the earth; how
ever v. B, 4; c. vegetative life: the bull, from 
whose body corn grows (cf. Mithra); 4. a Deer 
(v. Stag) cult may have preceded a goat-<:ult (v. 
Goat for the change), before the general bull
cult arose: e.g. on Crete; 5. instead of being the 
god himself, he may be represented as his 

·mount, or pedestal: of the Babylonian Moon
god Sin (cf. Sinai), Marduk, the Egyptian Toth 
and Osiris, the Phoenician El, the 'Mighty One 
of Israel' (Isa. 2, 24 ), and the Golden Calf (= 
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'young Bull', the later bull-<:ult of Bethel) ; in all 
these cases the bull may have been the bearer ot 
the Invisible God: cf; Hadad-Rimmon, the god 
of storms and fertility, who was represented a• 
a man standing on a bull : identification of the 
god and the mount (as we must also identify 
the god with his sacrifice, in general); cf. also 
the Mercy Seat on the Tabernacle between the 
Cherubs; 

B. solar elements (masculine): I. the bull's 
horns seen as the sun-bow, shooting its ray
arrows; 2. Gods to whom the bull was sacred: a . 
Egypt: Osiris (resurrection), or Apis, by some 
considered to be the image of the soul of Osiris ; 
b. Babylonia: Marduk; c. Phoenicia: Baal; d. 
Greek: Dionysus, Zeus, Heracles, Ares, Tanta
lus, Telamon, and the Cretan Minotaur ; e. Per
sia: Mithra; f. Hebrew: Nebo, Yahweh; g. Chris
tian: Christ as the Divine Sacrifice (ref. Eze
kiel's vision); 3. Assyrian: heaven, father , son of 
the Sun (second to the lion), with the thunder
bolt connecting him with atmospheric deities; 
v. A, 5 for his bellow, which represents thun
der; 4. Egypt: the sky and the fecundating sun 
with 4 horns (the cardinal points), and 4 legs 
(the pillars supporting the sky): the male crea
tor (however cf. A, 3, b); as Apis he was a 
vegetation-de ity, who was wept for, like 
Tammuz (v. Astarte); 5. Hebrew: a. Jeroboam 
made two bull-statues: one for Bethel and one 
for Dan, as objects of worship (Ex. 32, 1-6 ; 
Kings 12, 8 and 25-33); v. a lso under Cow
heifer; Jeroboam did not intend to remove the 
people from Yahweh, but he only wanted to 
have holy places of his own, and thus keep peo
ple from Juda; in good fa ith, knowing the 
powerful bu ll (horn) cul t in the Temple, he had 
two golden calves made, to be set up at the old 
Ya hweh centres Beth-el (e.g. Gen. 35, 8) and 
Dan (!Kings 12, 28f.); therefore th e 'good' kings 
of Israel left them, even if they destroyed the 
Ba~lim; b. the 12 'oxen' (3 in each direction), 
which were the supports of the 'molten sea' of 
the Temple, find their counterpart in another 
sun-symbol of fertility: the lions of the smaller 
wash-basins; c. the strong bulls of Bashan are 
described as "ravening and roaring like lions" 
(Ps. 22, 12); d. that Yahweh is nearest related 
to the Phoenician astra l Supreme Father deity, 
the bull-god El (common name for a deity 
among the Semites) is also brought out by Ras
Sha mra-texts; e. v. Cherub; 6. Greek: a. Zeus: 
he disguised himself as a snow-white bull among 
Agenor's cattle to attract the attention of 
Agenor's daughter Europe (moon-goddess), 
who decorated him with flowers, before she 
was carried off to the sea on his back; he actual-

Iv 111vl~hl·d her in eagle-form (another sun-
111tu1I, v. <:, 7, b fo r the Moon-Pasiphae coun-

1 11•111, Ovid (Metam. 2, 837ff.); b. Dionysus: a. 
lt••I ,, white bull as a mount in Thrace; cf. 
1111' "1 20. 32; b. he taught people how to use 
tlu hull\ ('oxen') before a plough; c. he drove 

11111 1•111', who refused to join his band, mad in 
tho •h.111c of a bull, a lion, and a panther (sea-

111~1 d1ani;es of sun-gods; v. Seasons); 7. 
14 """" wl11te bulls were sacrificed in the Capi-
1111. H ( :11clic: the story of the White and Brown 
ll11ih 1hc fairy-<jueen Medb (= Maeve) wasjeal
""' nl her husband, who had a White-Horned 
hull. 111 u war the Brown killed the White, be
' 11111· 111.1d, dashed his brains out against a rock, 
~ 1111 1h11• ('uchulainn (the sun-king incorporated 
111 1h1· hull) died, followed by a young bull 
101111), 1cf.: W.B. Yeats: "The Old Age of Queen 
M.wvr" etc.; moreover the bull was related to 
th• 111l•tlctoe; 

1 /1111ar elements: (female) 1. its horns seen 
P• ,, moon-shape (v. Horns); 2. sacred: a. to 
It 1111111' deities: Demeter, Venus, Urania, 
"''"'"''. llera; b. sea-deities: Poseidon, Thetys; 
I 1111111ccted with humidity, rain, moon (sea); 
~ (htack bulls): death: many coffins were made 
I011ll •Imped: between fire (gold) and water 
ti q11"1awli), between heaven and earth; 5. 
I vv1w originally the bull was a humid and pas-
1~•· power, opposed to the active, generative 

111111, the bull to be worshipped in the place of ""h must have a bright white crescent-shaped 
•p111 (Pliny 8, 71 ); 6. Hebrew: in ea~ly Semit ic 
1dl1dnn he was the mount of rain and thunder
~'" ' ' (with the lion as earth-god, and a horse as 
•11111\lld); cf. also the connection with the tem
plt• h11sins in A, 5, b; 7. Greek: a. related to 
l'11'1' 1don: he had a fire-breathing white bull 
1wl11ch persecuted Hippolytus), even though 
111111nnlly black bulls were sacred to him; b. re
l.11t·d to the Moon-goddess Pasiphae, who was in 
l11w with a white bull in her husband's flock 
lvlvcn him by Poseidon); she tempted him in
v1•11lously (with the help of Daedalus) by lying 
lt111•kwards in an im itation-<:ow, and the bull 
litthcred the Minotaur on her ; Minos hid him in 
lh<· Labyrinth for shame; v. D, 3, b; 

D. together: earth and the underworld: fer
ltllty, reincarnation: l. Egypt: a . hieroglyphics: 
v A, 3; b. Osiris (A pis) as bull-god; c. when a 
111•w bull was installed in the temple, women 
1•x llOSCd their genitals to him as a fertility-rite; 
11 princesses were buried with sacred bulls: a 
,ymbolic marriage for fertility; 2. Babylon: the 
1 nlossal winged bull (Shedu) with a bearded 
human head (originally perhaps a goat) was an 
I Jnderworld genius, connected with the. wander-

bull 

ing souls of the dead; 3. Greek: a. Dionysus 
became the corn-spirit: this twice-born god for 
some time replaced Zeus; in Dionysian rites a 
live bull was rent to pieces and devoured; in 
many forms he is an incorporation of the Corn
spirit , believed to inhabit the last sheaf (or last 
threshing): garlands were hung around a bull's 
neck and then he was slain; b. the Minotaur 
(the result of copulation of sun and moon) was 
imprisoned in the labyrinth (= the realm of 
darkness; v. the double-axe, the 'labrys'); this 
may refer to a ritual copulation of a cow
horned Moon-priestess with the bull-masked 
Minos-king (as incarnation of Dionysus); 4. 
Rome: one of the a rmy insignia; v. Animals; 5. 
Celtic: reincarnation; 6. Mithra (connected 
with Dionysus): the first (or only) Created of 
all animals, representing Universal Order, imme
diately protected by Mithra; he is killed by 
Ahriman, or by Mithra himself; all kinds of 
grains and prophylactic plants grew up from the 
earth at once; for Mithra killing himself: v. also 
Covenant ; 7. in general black bulls are sacrificed 
to Underworld fertility-gods: e.g. Ploutos (or 
sea-gods); 8. -in the Mysteries he is often the 
father of chthonic monsters of fertility (to be 
conquered by the sun) ; 

E. characteristics: I. fecundity, fertility; 2. 
beneficent deity, protector ; 3. brute force 
(Christian); 4. sacrifice, self-sacrifice, self
denial; 5. chastity (v. Cosmogony); 6. patience, 
peace; 

F. co"espo11dences: 1. her.: a. magnanimi
ty, valour; b. power; c. servility; d. ox-head: 
power guided by reason, leading to useful la
bour; 2. psych.: a theriomorphic symbol of Self 
in dreams (Jung); 3. Zodiac: Taurus (from April 
30): season of ploughing; 4 . opposite: a . the 
snake: the bull = the living hero; the snake = 
the dead, buried, chthonic hero; b. for the 
Hyperboreans = the god Thor, son of Heaven 
and woodland: the superiority of the mammals 
over the reptiles, etc.; c. v. Lion, in C, 5; 5. ages 
of man: a man of thirty (v. Ages); 

G. parts: 1. blood: a. it is highly poisonous, 
because of its magic potency: only priestesses 
could drink it unharmed (which they did to 
induce prophetic ecstasy); cf. Midas' story; ref. 
Pausanias (7, 25, 8), Pliny (28, 41); b. mixed 
with much water, it was sprinkled on the fields 
to fertilize them; c. drinking the blood as a 
death-sentence: Herodotus (Bk. 3); 2. hide: a. 
Aeolus' wind-bag: Ovid (Metam. 14, 225); b. 
Phoenician Dido bought a piece of land (which 
was to become Carthage) "the size of a bull's 
hide": they cut it into strips and thus measured 
out the land; the myth prob. arose from a lin-
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bullfinch 

guistic error; v. Vergil (Aen. l, 368); 3. tail: 
Mithraic: the tail has special power, sometimes 
in representations it is held by one of Mithra's 
helpers, while ears of corn already sprout from 
it; 4. pizzle: used as a whip: 1H4 2, 4; 5.foot: 
kings were called 'bull-footed' owing to the dis
location of the 'thigh', typifying the emascula
tion of the fertility-rites; v. Dance, Foot, Heel, 
Hobbling, Thigh, Partridge, etc.; 

H. combinations: 1. bull-fights: a. there are 
records of forms of bull-fights existing before 
the Punic war among the Celtiberians; b. we 
know from sculpture and ·vases that in Minoan 
Crete a truly heroic form of acrobatic bullfight 
existed, e.g. men jumping between the horns of 
the charging bull; c. in England bull·baiting 
existed side by side with bear-baiting; pepper 
was blown into the bull's nose in order to in
furiate him more, and the trained dogs tried to 
get at that most vulnerable part ; sometimes 
holes in the ground were provided, where the 
bull could protect it; another form was 'bull
running' : a butcher let loose a bull in the vil
lage, and the townspeople, armed with clubs, 
chased him till he was .exhausted, and was then 
killed; d. thus the fight between the bull and 
man (or the self-sacrifice of the bull-god) is: a. a 
fertility ritual ; b. the archetype of the Mystic 
Combat; 2. a bull tied to a fig-tree: lascivious 
fury appeased: a man subdued in marriage (= 
fig) ; 

I. v. Season, Sacrifice, Bucentaur, Mino
taur, Taurus, Horn, etc. 
bullfinch 

"The scholar bullfinch aims to catch The 
soft flue's iv'ry touch" : Chr. Smart ("A Song to 
David"): the note of the bullfinch is low, soft, 
and pleasant; he possesses great powers of imita
tion, and can be taught to whistle a tune 
('scholar'). 
bullroarer 

1. the bullroarer, or ' rhombus', is generally a 
flat elongated piece of wood, with a hole in one 
end, through which a string is fastened, often 
with serrated edges; by swinging it round, it 
produces a whirling or roaring sound; it shows 
affinity with the rattle, the sistrum (q.v.) and 
other instruments imitating rain, thunder, etc.; 
it is used world-wide (from ancient Greece to 
the natives of Australia) ; 2. in Greece they were 
used in the Mysteries as fertility-bringers: an 
evocation of the Supreme (wind) Spirit, or the 
creative voice of that Spirit itself; 3. it is also 
used in the initiation of the males of a tribe; 
e.g. the uninitiated may not even see it, but the 
initiate, going out into the woods to recover 
from circumcision or subincision, swings it in 
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order to ward off evil spirits who may attack 
him in his weakness; 4. to warn children and 
women to stay away from the male sacred cere
monies; 5. if it has an elongated lozenge-form , 
it may represent dynamism (cf. the Andrew's 
Cross) : intercommunication between the up
per-world (gods) and the middle-world, or the 
under-world (fertility); 6. swinging it as a love
charm: Theocritus (2), Propertius (3, 6, 26). 
bulrush 

I. the Ark of the Solar New-Year Child : for 
Moses found in a box of bulrushes: v. Papyrus ; 
2. lack of stamina : "is it to bow down his head 
as a bulrush": Isa. 58, 5; 3. the multitude of the 
faithful and the humble (Christian); 4 . vessels 
of bulrushes were used by the quick messengers 
from Egypt: Isa. 18, 2; 5. v. Papyrus. 
bun 

1. as round sacrificial cakes or bread: the 
body of the deity, replacing human and animal 
incorporations of the self-sacrificing god; 2. the 
Egyptians impressed the cross (of life) on their 
Spring-buns; 3. the Franks and Germans made 
offerings of buns and eggs at Spring-festivals; 4. 
Christian: a. Christ's body, as the Eucharist 
wafer; b. v. Hot Cross Bun; 5. modern: the 
phallus (put into the female oven of generating 
heat) ; 6. v. Pie, Wafer, Round Objects, Cake, 
etc. 
bundle 

I. fasces: controlled power representing in
herent strength; v. Fasces; they may be rods 
with an axe, or arrows; 2. the bundle of life: 
"The soul of my lord shall be bound in the 
bundle of life with the Lord thy God" (Abigail 
to David): ISam 25, 29; cf. the Book of Life; 
here the reference is to the purse in which 
(when sealed) savings were kept; 3. v. Ear of 
Corn, Sheaf, Torch. 
bunting (bird) 

1. there are many kinds: the 'Emberiza 
calandra' = the corn-bunting, nesting on the 
ground and forming flocks in winter; the more 
common is the Yellow bunting (or Yellow
hammer: 'E. citrinella') which has a monoto
nous song (rendered as "a-little-bit-<>f-bread
and-no-cheese"); 2. "I took this lark for a 
bunting": All's W. 2, 5; the birds are still similar 
enough to give sense to this line; it means: I 
thought this overdressed braggart was worth
less; 3. folklore: a cowardly or crying child is 
taunted as "Cry baby bunting". 
bur(r) 

1. emblem of importunity : clinging un
wanted; 2. folklore: a. a bur sticking to a girl's 
clothes betokens she is in love; b. coherence: 
"hold (hang, etc.) together like burrs": proverb . 

111111•1 
I honouring the dead; 2. sorrow; 3. co n

•11111111111 ion: in various senses, a lso: being de
~111111•tl by mother-goddess earth; 4. resurrec-
111111, 1c turn to the primal parent; 5. initiation : 
111111 111u nhood, or any new phase in life (e.g. the 
N l~ht of the Soul); these were often accompa-
11h 11 hy imitation-burials, e.g. of a Sacred King, 
11 v , h. umong some peoples (e.g. the Jews and 
1,11•1•ks) n burial denied was such a cause of 
1111h11ppiness, that it was not even denied the 
1 111•111 lcs in general; 7. burial.places were 
1 l1111111•d with ritual, magical significance: an in
~111h•1 often used the same site for the same 
1•111 pusc, and the rites connected with them 
w1•11• those of death and renewal, of ancestor
w111 Nhlp of those subjected, etc.; later they re-
111>1hlC\I ghost-infected areas; v. also Burial-
111111111ds below; 8. round barrows: fertil ity-rites 
Iv Hound Objects); 

11, water-burial: setting the dead adrift, or 
•lnl.11111 them; send them on their way to para
oll"'. ~ccn as a Blessed Island; water restores life 
.11111 youth and is a great rebirth-promotor; since 
1,11~11mcsh; 10. exposure: the best-known form 
I• I 11111 of the Zoroastrian Tower of Silence, 
1< " ''' c the dead were laid to be devoured by the 
v11lt111cs (mother-symbol) and 'purified' 
tlhrnugh decay) by the Sun; another fo rm is 
l1•>1vlng them outside for the birds and beasts of 
1•11•y: the dead experience ecstatic joy while 
l11•h111 devoured (purified, so that no decaying 
11.11 1lclcs shall enter the Happy Fields); the lat
h'• 11111y be related to the Ass-burial of the 
ll11hrcws; both forms show the purification
' h•111cnt to be found in the next; 11 . burning: 
till' rnmmonest form in the 0.T., where only 
1111' soft parts of the body are burned, so that 
1h1• hones (clean) can be buried : !Sam 31, 12 , 
whmc Saul is burnt this way, and his bones 
l1111lcd under the tamarisk; perhaps also in 
Amos 6, 10; 2Chron. 16, 4, and 21 , 19 ; 

12. Graeco-Roman: the burial was all-impor-
111111: only when the body was properly buried 
11111ld the soul be ferried across the Cocytus and 
N1yx; if not, it had to fli t about for a hundred 
Vl'urs before being admitted to the Elysian 
I l11lds; three handfuls of earth over the body 
wus the minimal requirement for burial: v. Ver-
1111 (Aen. 6, 322ff.); 13. burial in the highway: 
ht his excitement Richard II asked.to be buried 
In the highway "where subjects' feet may hour
ly trample on their sovereign's head" (3, 3); 14. 
l'.S. Eliot: "The Waste Land": The Burial of the 
l>rud: v. Corpse; 15 . folklore: a. people often 
11hjccted to having a dead kinsman buried on a 
11cw burial ground (there is danger from the 

burning 

side of the devil in using anything new; cf. 
Bridge) : his soul would be seized by the devil, 
or he would have to become Churchyard 
Watcher t ill the next corpse came; sometimes a 
Watcher was believed to be the first person to 
be buried in the New Year: he would remain in 
that function till the end of the year; the 
Watcher summoned the dying by travelling by 
night through the countryside in a cart, the 
sound of which was a true omen of death; it 
was sometimes a coach driven by the devil: a 
headless coachman; b. objects buried with the 
dead: to equip them for the next wor Id ; they 
may range from weapons to mirrors for girls 
and clay pipes for men; money is sometimes 
added for the 'fare across': a penny in the 
mouth, or on the eyes; sometimes belongings of 
a living person were included to ensure his 
death; c. a man m ust leave the house feet fore
most, and through the frort-<loor, or the front 
window (not to imperil his soul) ; often with 
hamlets and outlying fa rms a fixed route was 
obligatory : the Church Road, the Corpse Way, 
the Corpse Gate; e. funeral-wreaths: are still 
hung on (or near) a grave to 'bind' the dead 
soul, and pre'Vent his or her jealous return; or it 
may be a relic of old funeral gifts to com fort 
the soul on its journey; f. vampires, suicides, 
etc. were b uried at crossroads, so that their 
souls would get mixed up about the way home; 
if necessary, a stake was driven through the 
heart to nail the soul to that place; this is re
lated to crosses which are put on spots where 
accidents have happened; 

16. burial mounds: a. Nordic: seats of inspi
ration, both to kings and poets; b. fire-breath
ing dragons, guarding the treasures of burial 
mounds against robbers may have originated in 
cremation-rites (fire as a devouring monster), 
but sometimes the dead themselves are believed 
to turn into dragons; 17. boat-burial was still 
common in Arthurian legend (e.g. Perceval's sis
ter), sometimes with written messages; v. also 
Boat; 18. v. Grave, Corpse, etc. 
burning 

1. passion: a. lust: a. " And here's the base 
fruit of his burning lust": Titus Andr. 5, 1; cf. 
Tim, 4, 3; Gent'. 2, 5; in Shakespeare there was 
usually the added meaning of venereal disease; 
b. " What (is) desire, but a self-burning?": Cham
pion (Book of Ayres); b. indignation: K. John 
4, 2; c. with shame: " He burns with bashful 
shame": Ven. 49; d. all passions: Buddha's 
Fire-sermon as referred to in T.S. Eliot's 
"Waste Land"; 2. marriage as one step back 
from Hell: " It is better to marry than to burn": 
ICor. 7, 9; 3. glory: "The barge she sat in, like a 
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bush 

burnished throne, Burned on the water: the 
poop was beaten gold": Cleopatra's boat in 
Ant. 2, 2; 4. W. Blake: creative light and fire: 
"Tiger, tiger, burning bright, in the forest of the 
night": a lunar animal, standing for the en
chantment of creation, esp. poetry: the relation 
poet • Christ (Christ the Tiger by the side of 
Christ the Lamb) as is also found in e.g. D. 
Thomas. 
bush 

I. = shrnb: I. the Burning Bush: a. M.A.: the 
Virgin Mary; b. the Church in the flames of 
Prosecution, yet not perishing; c. Divine Love 
(= the Divine Word); d. v. Bramble; 2. frighten
ing in the dark: a. "In the night, imagining 
some fear, How easily is a bush supposed a 
bear": MND 5, l; b. "Suspicion always haunts 
the guilty mind: The thief doth fear each bush 
an officer": 3H6 5 , 6; 3. attribute of the man in 
the moon: a lantern, a dog, and a bush of thorn 
represent Moonshine in MND 5, l ; the mean
ing of bush is prob. that of II ; 4. barrenness, 
uselessness: "underneath the barren bush Flits 
by the sea-blue bird of March": Tennyson ("In 
Memoriam" 91); 5. W.B. Yeats: three bushes: 
(poem of that name:); a. on the graves of the 
Lady-in-love, her substitute maid in her lover's 
bed, and her Lover; b. three principles of 
hiding, forming one unity; c. pubic hairs; 6. 
folklore: a. "a bad bush is better than an open 
field": proverb; b. hiding-place for birds: "A 
bird in the hand is worth two in the bush": 
proverb; II. (= branch): a bush of ivy was hung 
out as a vintner's sign: "good wine needs no 
bush": AYL Epil. 
bushel . 

I. Inefficacy: put a candle under a bushel : of 
Christ's disciples, if, having heard the teaching, 
they do not enlighten the world: Matth. 5, 15; 
2. a bushel full of corn: a. abundance; b. field
labour. 
buskin 

1. a half-boot with raised soles to heighten 
the players in an Athenian tragedy; height
symbolism: they raised themselves to gods and 
heroes; it was the opposite of the 'sock' 
('soccus') or low shoe worn 'in comedy; how 
high actua lly the 'cothurnus' was is not known; 
2. nobility: decency of behaviour and gesture; 
3. Rome: a. used in the sanctification of kings; 
cf. Heel; b. (by Venus) said to be characteristic 
of the Punic Carthaginians: Vergil (Aen. I , 
337); 4 . connected with sexuality: standing for 
the vulva, and the foot for the phallus: v. Shoe. 
butcher 

a butcher's wife is the beloved of the cobbler 
(q.v.) in street-ballads. 
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butter 
I. luxury: butter and honey is the specia I 

treatment of a guest: Isa. 7, 15 and 22 (for 
Immanuel) ; Pliny: the food distinguishing the 
rich and the poor in barbarous lands (28, 35); 
2. folklore: A. the making of butter is a hazard
ous task, and many things can impede the 'com
ing' of the butter: a. menstruation of the 
woman making it; b. often witches and fairies 
meddle; B. butter hay: make it impossible for 
the horses to eat: a cheating ostler's trick: cf. 
Lear 2, 4. 
buttercup 

I. related to madness buttercups ('crow
flowers') are mentioned with daisies, nettles 
and long purples as the flowers, with which 
Ophelia had garlanded herself when she was 
drowned: Ham. 4, 7; 2. "the little ch ildren's 
dower": Browning ("Home-thoughts from 
Abroad"); 3. probably the 'cuckoo-flower' of 
LLL 5, 2 (v. Cuckoo); 4. v. King, Cup. 
butterfly 

I. soul: a. the opposite of the worm = the 
body; cf. Cocoon; b. v. Folklore a.; 2. death: a. 
represented by the Greek youth Thanatos, be
cause of the stages egg - chrysalis - butterfly; 
it is born from dew (Pliny 11 , 37); b. 'funereal 
butterflies': they were sometim es carved on 
tombstones: Ovid (Metam. 15); 3. resurrection , 
rebirth: a. in psychoanalysis; b. Christian: re
lated to Easter Day, resurrection of Christ; 4. 
ascent to immortality: purification of the soul 
by fire, but related to life, rather than death; 5. 
inconstancy, transitoriness: man is honoured 
only for the limited period of time when things 
go well: "for men, like butterflies, Show not 
their wings but to the summer": Troil 3, 3; 

6. love: a. on ancient monuments Cupid is 
seen tearing a butterfly to pieces (= soul dom i
nated by love); he is still represented as holding 
in one hand a ba nded bow a nd burning the 
wings of a butterfly with a torch in the other 
hand ; b. love himself is represented with butter
fly wings; 7. frivolity, rashness, wantonness: a. 
pleasure is represented with butterfly wings; b. 
irresistibly attracted towards killing light; c. in
ducing wantonness in others: in Shakespeare we 
have several examples of boys wantonly killing 
butterflies (may be related to 6, a): Cor. l, 3 
and 4, 9; d. often an emblem of frivolous dis
traction, e.g. in a Rashness-icon; 8. lightness, 
taking things easy: a. R. Graves: the art of fly
ing crooked and still reaching one's goal (the 
opposite of the industrious bee-line); b. butter
fly + crab: "Semper festina tarde"; 9. a vain, 
gaudily-dressed person, esp. courtiers: "We'll 
.... laugh at gilded butterflies": Lr. 5, 3; 10. 

h11 lrnll, transitory life; 
11 11'.B. Yeats: intuition: the opposite of 

thr lluwk = logic; 12. folklore: a. a dead man's 
011 111 h sometimes seen fluttering over the body 
•• ·• mul: a sign of happiness; b. red butterflies 
11-rrr thought to be witches; c. a butterfly in the 
h11mr forthcoming wedding; 13. v. Cocoon, 
I /111•111/ls. 
l1111111ck1 

I the buttocks of the night: the opposite of 
1h1· l1111:hcad of the morning: Cor. 2, I ; cf. LLL 
\ I " the posteriors of the day"; 2. Dante : the 
h ••h•r of the Demons, Barnariccia, had made 
hi• huttocks into a trumpet: (C. 21, 139) "Ed 
q1ll 11Vl'a del cul fatto trombetta ". 
hu1urd 

I \'O nsidered as despicable as the kite (q.v.): 

Byzantium 

" More pity that the eagles should be mewed (= 
shut in a cage like a hawk) While kites and 
buzzards prey at liberty": R3 I, 1; 2. likes the 
company of horses, for their.dung (Aristotle); 3. 
has three testicles (Pliny 10, 9); 4. the most 
important bird for augury (id.). 
Byzantium 

W.B. Yeats: the Eden on Earth, the Unity of 
Being: a. because in the centre of the 2000-year 
cycle of Christian civiliz;i.!_ion (= full mpon in 
the moon-phases); b. religious, aesthetic, and 
practical life were one; c. impersonal art of ar
chitects and artificers; d. 'workman, noble, and 
saint' in the New Byzantium will again domi
nate the human landscape. 
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c 
l. Hebrew 'gimer = camel, pronounced as 

(g), which became unvoiced through Etruscan 
influence; Irish 'coll' = hazel; 2. symbolizes: a. 
the crescent moon, either as great sea-goddess, 
or as the emblem of the Egyptian-Babylonian 
moon-god Sin (cf. Mt. Sinai); b. Roman Law: 
judges left a Con their tablets when they voted 
the accused guilty (cf. A); 3. correspondences: 
a. planet : Earth or Venus; b. Tarot: the Em
press; 4 . combinations: a. the 'cat is in the cup
board' v. A; b. C3: the lowest grade in physical 
fit ness for m ilitary service (opp. of A l). 
cabbage 

l. gain; it was highly recommended by all 
ancient physicians; cf. 5; 2. emblem of the self
willed; as a grea t enemy of the vine it removes the 
evil effects of drinki ng; 3. emblem of the sun 
(form); 4 . "cabbages and kings": ill-assorted , 
diverse subjects: from the Walrus-poem in L. 
Carroll's " Through the Looking-Glass"; 5. "a 
twice told tale is cabbage tw ice sold": proverb. 
cabin 

I. (especially thatched) in allegorical paint· 
ings: a. adversity; b. hermitage; 2. temporary 
shelter (e.g. of the lover): "Make me a willow 
(related to sadness in love) cabin at your gate, 
And call upon my soul within the house": Tw. 
N . l , 5; 3. den of wild beasts: " let him(= the 
boar) keep his loathsome cabin": Ven 637; = 
cave; 4 . (hence) eye-socket: "So at his bloody 
view her eyes are fled Into the deep-dark cabins 
o f her head " : Ven. 1038; cf. Lodge. 
cabinet · 

1. tent = heart: "They, mustering to the 
quiet cabinet...": Luer, 442; 2. W. Blake: v. 
Crystal. 
cab(eliri 

I . origin: a . Phrygian deities ('Mighty Ones') 
of planets (metals), fertility, and the sea; esp. 
invoked by sailors in danger; b. Egyptia n ; 2. 
Greece: a. particularly honoured as the Great 
Gods of Sam othrace; the cult reached its height 
in the t ime of Alexander the Great; b . mysteries 
were held as safeguard against m isfor tunes 
(esp. at sea); later they were ident ified with 
Hephaestos (metals), Dionysus (fer tility), De
meter and Kore, the Dioscuri, etc.; these in-
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eluded phallic worship, but with insistence on 
moral purity; 3. Rome: Aeneas is believed to 
have introduced them into Italy (from Phrygia) 
and there they became the 'penates publici'; 6. 
represen ted (on a medal): the head covered 
with a pointed (phallic) hood (of invisibility) ; 
in one hand a cypress, in the other a carpenter's 
square; he wears a mant le ro und h is shoulders 
and has cothurni (v. Buskin) on his feet. 
cable 

I. Celtic: Lug(h)'s chain: the Milky Way, by 
which he pulled the souls up to heaven; 2. her. : 
usually represented with the love-knots, or the 
Magic Knot, symbolizing the cable without end, 
eternity; 3. the threefold cord worn by monks 
in East and West. 
cactus 

J. desert, warm th, grandeur ; 2. ardent love; 
3. T.S. Eliot: in the ' Ho llow Men' 'cactus land' 
is an attribute o f the waste land of modern so
ciety, with pet rified forms of religion ; religion 
dying where it was born. 
caduceus 

I. origin: I. etym.: Gr. 'karykeion', from 
'karyx' = herald ; originally probably a branch 
with two turning twigs, later interpreted as 
snakes, and still la ter confounded with the 
snake-familiars of Asclepius; 2. developed from 
the scarab (q.v.) ; 

II. forms : I. a wand with two serpents twin
ing round it, surmounted by two small wings, 
or a winged helmet (supposedly of Hermes
Mercurius, who intervened in a fight of two ser
pents, which then twined round his wand); 2. 
the same, but ending in a circle, surmounted by 
a crescent; 3. a staff covered with velvet and 
topped by the tleur-de-lys; 4. only one snake 
and a staff; 5. a rod of oli'le wood (of Apollo) 
covered with garlands; 

III. the form explained : 1. w ith the snakes 
and the helmet (esp. in Rome): a. wand = pow
er; b . snakes = wisdom ; c. wings = diligence; d . 
helmet = lofty thoughts; 2. the 4 elements: 
a. wand = earth ; b . wings = air ; c. serpents = 
fire and water; 3. two copulating snakes and a 
phallic s taff; 

IV. meanings: A. as attribute of Mercury: 1. 
fertility: bringing o ut the Graces (q .v.); 2. as 

hri.1hl: a. peace; b. truce; 3. commerce, indus
l•Y. 4. eloquence; 5. the planet Mercury: in 
Ii" i.11 ~ymbolism related to the civilizing angel 
14 1phacl; B. as attribute of Asclcpius: healing; 
t 1hc sy mbol itself: I. symmetrical balance, 
111o 11 11l equ ilibrium , good conduct (esp. Rome): 
, I I 1bra (v. also Scales); 2. integration of the 
101111 clements; 3. tri-unity of heraldry; 4 . con
""' 11vc existence as opposed to the Triden t (v. 

\\hrt•I of Portune); 5. fertility: a. pha llic 
~111hol, like all rods; related to the jester's stick 

111111 the stick carried by the women in the Bae
' h.111alia (v. Thyrsus); b. conjunction of oppo
•lll•• male/female, positive/negative; cf. Ansate 
1 1 uss and other forms of androgyne; 6. a. 
1111wcr: in icons represented as piercing a lion's 
111•1 (..; b. st rength: cf. rasces; 7. Tarot: club-suit: 

V. carried by: l. deit ies: Mercury, Ceres, 
l11·11•11lcs, Venus, Anubis, Sera pis, T(h)oth; 2. 
1 l.i.~lca l : badge of a sacred person, not to be 
111111\-~tcd; 3. herald or 'king of arms' in grand 
, , 11•111onials: esp. the forms II, 3 or 5; 4. ambas-

11l11r'; 5. doctors; 6. in icons: in a woman's 
h.11111: felicity, peace, concord, security, for-
111 111•; 

VI. psych.: the staff is phallic (inherently 
1111111ccted with Hermes-Herms), and surround-
111 hy coupling snakes, having a winged hat on 
11111 the lower t ranscendence from underworld 
11.1!..c-consciousness, passing through earthly 

11 ullty. reaching transcendence to superhuman, 
111 1r.1nspersonal, reality in its winged flight. 

•• • 
I . imprisonment; 2. marriage: W. Blake: v. 

1,11hlcn - , below; and 5; 3. cruelty: "A robin 
11·tlhrcast in a cage Puts all Heaven in a rage": 
W II lake (Aug. of Inn.); 4. mere bodily confine-
1111111t : "Stone walls do no t a pr ison make, Nor 
111111 ha rs a cage", but (I) " in my soul am free": 
II l.c1velace ("To Althea from Prison"); 5. 
1111111·~ con trariness: (about marriage): " II en 
11lvlcnt ce q ui se voit aux cages, les oyseaux qui 
111 •ont dehors, desperent d' y entrer ; e t d'un 
p.111·11 soing en sortir, ceux q ui sont au dedans" 
tll happens as with cages: the birds outside de· 
•p,ur to get in, and those inside despair of get-
11 11~ out) : M.E. de Montaigne (" Essais" 3, 5); 
11111lcd by Webster: v. Bird-cage; 6. W. Blake: a 
t :111clcn Cage: a. matrimony (like 'silken net'); 
It. uf Phoebus ("How sweetly 1 roamed"); 7. D. 
/homos: body + ribs sheltering the heart 
("A mong those killed"); 8. v. also B ird-cage. 
t:•ln 

I. the sanguinary tem perament, triggered off 
lty Abel's hyp<>crisy and sanctimony (Byron 's 
vluw); 2. M.A.: a. the Jewish people, killing 

Calad ri us 

Abel.Christ ; = Synagogue; b. agriculture: with 
his plough he had advanced beyond Adam with 
a spade, and the nomad-shepherd Abel; 3. 
Cain-coloured: the co lour of Ca in's hair is red, 
according to tradition (like Judas'): "a Cain
coloured beard": Wiv. I , 4 (though sometimes 
spelled differently); 4. v. Sm ith. 
cairngorm 

1. a yellow or brown q uartz, named after 
one of the peaks of the Grampians in Scotland; 
as a brooch , usually set in silver, it is worn in 
the Highland costume; 2. patriotism, home
sickness. 
cake 

1. feast: e.g. "cakes and ale": proverbial jol
li ty, probably related to the cake-and-ale festi· 
vals held at Twelfth Nigh t and Christmas: 
"Dost tho u think, because thou art virtuous, 
there shall be no more cakes and ale?": Tw. N. 
2 , 3; v. also HS 5, 4 ; 2. eat ing of the fert ility
god inhabit ing the cake or bread, to acquire his 
strength (substitute fo r human or animal sacri· 
fices): a. Hebrew: salvation , bringing divine life; 
b. Christ ian: the Eucharist or Ho t Cross Bun 
(q.v.); 3 . offering to a god: a. especially round 
cakes (or bread): Round Cakes (= moon· 
shaped) were offered to the Queen of Heaven 
(Ishtar or Astarte): Jer. 7, 18, etc.; they were 
either wine-cakes or fig-cakes (v. Fig and Flag
ons); b. cake idols: substitute for human sacrifi
cial meal, especia lly connected with the Satur
nalia and Yule-tide-Christmas (or St. Nicho las 
in Ho lland); 4. as a burial gift: a ceremonial 
meal to ensure the happiness of the deceased; 

5.folklore: A. Dumb-cakes: of flo ur , water, 
eggs, and salt, made in absolute silence ('dumb') 
by one or more girls, to find ou t their future 
husbands; the ri tes can be practised o n F riday 
nigh ts, but especially on the portento us Eve's 
(St. Mark's, Christmas, Hallowe'en, St. Agnes; 
at St. Agnes' Eve it is often accompanied by St. 
Agnes' Fast during the day); B. Groaning Cake_ 
(or Groaning Cheese): prepared before a birth, 
to be distributed to all in the house after it: 
good luck for all concerned ; C. Simnel Cake: a 
rich, saffron-flavoured frui t-cake with almond 
icing, eaten on Mothering Sunday (4th Sunday 
in Lent); D. Bridal"cake: a bridegroom must no t 
kiss the bride before eating of the cake (fer tili· 
ty·rite). 
Caladrius 

1. legendary bird: pu t at the foo t of a sick 
person's bed , if it turns its head away, the pa
tient will d ie; if it looks at the patient, and goes 
to h im or her, it sucks out the illness,.flies with 
it to the sun, a nd sweats out the illness; 2. 
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cal a mus 

M.A.: = Christ : turning away from the Jews, 
and sweating out the Christians' disease. 
cal am us 

1. generic name of 200 species of tropical 
palms, most of which are leaf-climbers with 
many hooks on the underside; the root provides 
the medicinal drug; the ancients may have 
meant the 'citronella grass' ('Cymbopogon 
nardus'); 2. anciently used for arrows, musical 
instruments (Pan pipe) and writing; 3. the spice 
was used as an ingredient' for the 'principal 
Spice' of the Tabernacle for anointment. 
calendar 

A. shorter periods: in composing a calendar, 
people have gone by: l. the phases of the 
moon, coinciding with the magically charged 
period of the menstrual cycle of women, and 
significant for the hunter; still used in Jewish, 
Islamic, and Christian churches; 2. sprouting of 
leaves, e.g. the sprouting of the fig inaugurated 
a season right for navigation; 3. rainy or dry 
season: in the tropics; 4. flooding of the rivers: 
e.g. the Nile; 5. the stars visible just before sun
rise, or after sundown; 6. the height of the sun 
at midday , measured by a simple stick in the 
ground; 7. the habits of animals: the birth of 
the young; the cry of the migratory cranes indi
cated the season for sowing or reaping in 
Greece; the climbing of snails up the plants: the 
end of ploughing in the vineyard, etc.; 

B. for longer periods: number of harvests or 
snows; 

C. the days were counted by dawns (e.g. the 
Babylonians), the suns, or the nights: e.g. Teu
tonic 'fortnight', 'sennight'; in Rome and Egypt 
the day started at midnight,. for the Hebrews at 
sunset; it was sub-divided into periods of light: 
daybreak, sunrise, noon, afternoon, twilight, 
sunset; when days were counted they often 
started at noon, so that a night was not cut into 
two for the astrologers; the sun-division from 
dawn to dusk into hours, gave unequal hours 
throughout the year; 

D. the 'week' began as the period between 
market-days, which could be 5, 6, 8, or 10 
days; later the mystical number 7 was used (just 
as much later the 12 hours o'f•day and night), 
and religious observance replaced marketing; 

E. seasons: only in the more temperate 
zones (tropical zones having two only), which 
led to the adoption of the solar year (by the 
side of the lunar months) for agriculture; how
ever, there is no agreement on the number of 
seasons, or which were the seasons: e.g. Teu
tons counted winter, spring, and summer, 
whereas otbers left out winter (v. Seasons); in 
Rome the division was probably into five sea-
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sons of 72 + 5 days of the Minerva-festival (v. 
number Five); in Egypt they had 3 seasons of 
120 days (= 5 x 24, or 4 x 30) + 5 days of 
Osiris, Horus, Set(h), Isis, and Nephthys; Horus 
was hidden from Seth in the third (hottest) sea
son of the Dog-star Sirius and the Two Asses, 
coinciding with the disappearance of the lap
wing; 

F.years were counted by: 
I. notable events: plague, famine, war, new 

monarchs, or the new consuls in Rome, and the 
new archons in Greece; 

II. Solar Year: the passage of the sun 
through the constellat ions of the Zodiac, which 
gave roughly 365 I /4 days, the quarter day 
added, when it could be added as a full day; the 
year could begin at the solstices, or at the equi
noxes, but this travelling of the sun through the 
Zodiac showed an ever greater discrepancy 
(through the 'precession of the equinoxes'), so 
people tried to have the solar year comprise all 
seasons, have it start at the same season, and fit 
it to the lunar year as well as possible; the dis
crepancies 'were noted, e.g. in Egypt the rising 
of the Dog-star Sirius, instead of indicating the 
beginning of the rising of the Nile, gradually 
occurred later; 

III. Lunar Year: here they had the choice of 
12 months of 29Y2 days (= 11 V. days short), or 
13 months of 28 days = 354 days+ I or 2 days 
added, etc.; they could not make the religious 
(lunar) year fit an agricultural solar year, so 
monthless days were added at the end of the 
year; religious festivals were usually held, when 
the first rim of the crescent was visible as the 
'new moon', or (artificially) changing the days 
of the month; 
some people went back to the observation of 
the stars, e.g. in Homer we see that vines must 
be pruned before Arcturus was seen in the eve
ning, and autumn storms were to be expected 
(and sowing must be done before) the Pleiades 
were to be seen before dawn; 
the most important systems of Lunar Years 
(with their festivals) were: 

A. a year of 13 months: I. a month was 4 
weeks of 7 days= 28; 2. 13 moons+ 1 day= 
(almost) a Solar year, therefore: the expression: 
"a year and a day" o r "twelve-month and a 
day": "But how many months be in the year? 
There are thirteen I say" ("Robin Hood and the 
Cu!tail Friar"); b. on the odd day after the 
ominous 13th month, various important events 
could take place: a. the Virgin-child was born: 
usually two days before Midwinter; b. sacrificial 
death of the sun-king: often at midsummer (v. 
King, for Sacred King); c. the New Year Child 

111 1111: Mysteries was suckled by a goat, and 
'h11wn lo shepherds, or floated in (v. Ark); 3. 
1•11'f•1111ncies took ' I 0 months' : a . " In the t ime 
111 ll·n months I was compacted in blood, of the 
'"·11 of man, and the pleasure of sleep concur-
1 h1f• ": Wisdom 7, 2; b. " ten long months have 
h1111111ht the trouble of pregnancy to your 
111111iw1": Vergil (Eel. 4 , 61); cf. Homeric H. to 
ll1•1111 cs I I ; 4. the Celtic Tree-Alphabet.Calen-
11111 

t I l l>cccmber 24 B birch or wild 5 
olive 

I ) I I .1nuary 21 L row an 14 
t I) February 18 N ash 13 
1 IJ March 18 f alder (or com e!) 8 
I \ l April 15 s willow; SS (Z) 16 

(black thorn) 
lhl May 13 H wJ'lite hawthorn 0 

(wild pear) 
t /)l une 10 D oak ( terebin th) 12 
tH) luly 8 T holly (prickly 11 

pear, later gorse) 
t'll August 5 c hazel nut; CC 9 

(Q) (apple, sorb, 
or quince) 

1111> Sl•p tember 2 M vine 6 
111) Sllptcmber 30 G ivy 10 
1 I ')Octobe r 28 Ng (Gn) reed, or 7 

dwarf elder (or 
guelder rose) 

11 I) November 25 R elder (myrtle) 15 

1111 q1111rtcrly stations: (vowels) 
• l'iillf\ equinox 0 furze (later 4 

broom) 
't11111111cr solstice u heather 0 
\1111111111 equ inox E white poplar 2 
N1·w Yllar A silver fir (or 

palm as birth-
tree, later elm) 1 

Wlllll' I ~o lstice yew (death tree) 3 

1111 missing day (December 23): mistletoe (as 
N1 w Year: shares with silver fir); 

II 11 year of 12 months: I. Hebrew: a. in 
~1 1111111 I the Hebrew calendar was very compli
' ·1lr1I and was subject to great changes: they 
1h•1 lcl1•d the new moon every month by empiri
' .11 111cthods (29 or 30 days) ; only later it was 
1h 1 lill'd, that a year could not have less than 8 
11111111 hs of 30 days ('full months'); before the 
ll.1i1y lonian captivity the months were simply 
111111 1horcd and only a few names occur; b. the 
.i1111111lc between Cain (agriculture) and Abel 
11 .1J I ll•-brceding) took place at the end of a cal-
11111111 pllriod (Gen. 4, 3), since the firstlings 

calf 

were offered; c. before Exodus the New Year 
began in autumn, later it began with Pesah (Ex. 
12, 2), so in Spring; d. v. Esther for a reflection 
qf a Babylonian time-myth in the Bible; i. in 
ancient Britain the 12 days between Christmas 
a nd Twelfth Night (which were called ' left
overs') often represented the twelve months of 
the year; each day represented a month; this 
accounts for the many forfeiting-rhymes (still 
extant), which consist of 12 stanzas; 

C. in the Lunar-year cycles, sometimes they 
counted a Great Year of·4 years (the first ex
tension of the life of a sacred king, with games 
to elect his successor; cf. Olympic Games), or, 
in order to get the lunar year even more in line 
with the solar year, a Great Year was 235 luna
tions = 19 Solar years (v. below); 

IV. New Year: I. Assyrians : about Septem
ber 10; 2. Hebrews: a. ecclesiast ical: ·spring; b . 
civil: Autumn (like older Rome, Macedonia and 
Syria); 3. Greece: Summer; 4. Rome: March, 
later January ; 5. England (before 1752): March 
25; 

G. The Roman calendar (a t first lagging be
hind the more empirical Greek calendar) had 12 
months, beginning in March, with 12 lunations 
and 2 nameless months (prob. the change to 
January was taken over from the Etruscans, 
who started the year with the door-god Janus -
January); the priests calculated the 'calendae' or 
New Moon, the 'idus' for the full moon, 9 days 
before the 'idus',and the day after the 'calendae'; 
all but the 'calendae' were unlucky days; also the 
rest of the year was completely divided into days 
which were right for legal business ('fas') and 
those less available ('nefas'); Julius Caesar re
formed the calendar almost to modern .'tandard 
(with 1 day wrong in 130 years); 

H. the Church allowed the Hebrew festivals 
to follow the lunar year (e.g. Easter: the Sun
day following the old Jewish Passover: the 
Sunday following either the full moon occur
ring on the day of the spring equinox, or the 
Sunday after that new moon); after 28 years 
the Sundays fall, on the same date the whole 
year; nineteen years made the Sundays and new 
moons identical; 

I. Gregorian co"ection: ('New Style'): 3 
days after f-very 400 years; I 0 days were taken 
off; Britain adopted the New Style when the 
difference had become 11 days, which were 
taken off between September 2 - September 
14, 17 51, accompanied by riots demanding the 
eleven days back. 
calf 

1. immaturity : a. favourable: innocence, 
endearment: "Art thou my calf?": Wint. 1, 2; 
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calla-lily 

b. unfavourable: childishness, stupidity, folly: 
" It was a brute part of him to kill so capital a 
calf there": Ham. 3, 2; 2. calf or ox: Christian : 
St. Luke (v. Tetramorph); 3. Hebrew: a ' clean' 
a nimal, often used in sacrifice, like Heifer 
(q.v.); 4. M.A.: the ages (q.v.) of man: a boy of 
10; 5. Golden Calf = Young Bull (q.v.): A. 
Hebrew: a. the idol, made from women's ear
rings, erected when Moses was on the Mount : 
fertility-god with orgiast ic fertility-rites (v. 
Bull); b. Christian interpreta tio n : a. its destruc
tion: related to Christ's arrival in Egypt, where 
the idols fell down, wherever he passed on the 
Flight; b. evil riches; B. Greek: the young Dio
nysus; 6. calf-skin: the Elizabethan fools of 
great families were o ften distinguished with a 
calf-skin: "Thou wear a lion 's hide! doff it for 
shame, And hang a calfs skin on those recreant 
limbs": K. John 3, I ; cf. 1, b; 7. moon-calf: 
monster, mis-shapen birth: Temp. 2, 2; 

8 . folk lore: a. the stable lantern must never 
be put down on a table: the cow may slip her 
calf; b. the first cow to calve in the year, sets 
the fash ion of timing: if she calves by day , so 
will the others, if by night, so the others; c. 
neighbours, who have received a quantity of 
Beastings (first milk) to make pudding, must 
return the bottle unwashed, o therwise the new 
calf w ill d ie, or t he cow's m ilk may fail ; d. it is 
unlucky to put one's hand on a calf's back or to 
step over a calf lying on the ground ; e. the dried 
tip of a catrs tongue (Lucky Tip, or Lucky 
Bit): a charm (against poverty). 
calla-lily 

I. 'arum lily', 'water arum', or 'wild calla' 
('C. palustris') grows in wet places, has heart
shl\ped leaves, showy white nowering spathes, 

· and a fruit-cluster of red berries; v. Arum ('A. 
maculatum ' ) ; no t to be mixed up; 2. maidenly 
modesty: it has t he white vulva-shape, but lacks 
the conspicuous phallic spadix of the Arum. 
Calypso 

I . many island-deities a re goddesses offering 
immortality (necessarily preceded by death) as 
a 1.ife on the Blessed Island s; 2. Odysseus, hav
ing been wrecked on her island in his (sun)wan
derings, refused her offer; cf. the refusal of t he 
apple (q.v.). 
camel 

I. general: a. the Hebrew letter 'gimel' = C, 
but pronounced like voiced [gl; b. w hen in t he 
early books of the Bible camels are mentioned 
by the side of asses, they are probably ana
chronistic: camels were generally used tamed in 
Egypt, etc. between 120.0 - 900 B.C.; c. horses 
have an innate hatred for camels; v. Herodotus 
(l ), Pliny' (8, 26), etc.; 2 . submissinn: a . when 
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man first saw a camel he was frightened, be
cause of its sight ; when he saw it was gentle he 
used it; when he saw it could get terribly angry, 
he bridled it : Aesop (Fable 206); b. in icons: 
attribute of, or mount of, Obedience: repre
sented as kneeling, willing to let the rider 
mount; 3. stupidity: a. a camel, jealous of the 
applause a monkey got for dancing, im itated 
him, bu t was cudgelled out of sight : Aesop 
(Fable 59); b. "do, rudeness, do, camel , do , 
do": Troil. I , 2; perhaps a reference to the fact, 
that many jesters were deformed, e.g. hunch
backed; 4. prudence, slyness: a. an apparent 
contradict ion like this to nr. 3, occurs frequent
ly: cf. Ass, Owl, etc.; b. icons: attribute of Dis
cretion; 5. salaciousness: shares it with its com
rade the ass; their secretly performed coupling 
takes a day (Pliny 10, 83); 6'. fury: in icons an 
attribute of Fury; cf. 2, a; 7. in icons: attribute 
of Asia; 8. temperance (Christian): endures 
hardships of the desert; 9. greed: in taking 
water after a long period of going without any ; 
JO. pride: haughty looks, even though com
bined with the gawky appearance of 3; 

11. her.: a. stamina and contentment; b. 
occurs s ince t he 13th century, which may be 
due to a camel-farm existing then, not far from 
Pisa; 12. camel's hair dress: a. penitence: a ttrib
ute of St. John the Baptist; b. royalty; 13. 
"strain at a gnat and swallow a camel": Matth. 
23, 24: v. G nat; 14. the parable of the camel 
and the needle's eye (Matth. 19, 24): the Gr. 
'kamelos' should perhaps be read as 'kamilos' = 
rope, which makes better sense; 15. related to 
the Dragon and Winged Serpent: according to 
the Zohar, the serpent of the Garden was a 
' flying camel'. 
camellia 

l . native of Asia, in Europe a (hot)house 
(sometimes a garden) p lant; it was named 
Camellus (Camel) by Linaeus; it blooms in 
winter, and the flowers do not wither but drop 
off bodily; of the Chinese variety a tea is 
brewn ; 2. exotic. seductive beauty: "La Dame 
aux Camelias" (by D. Dumas the Younger) was 
a lady of 'easy virtue', reformed thro ugh her 
love fo r the sentimental Armand DuV'al; 3. 
ephemeral, fragile b~auty; 4. pure beauty: n o 
smell (except the C. sananque and oleifera, the 
for mer being used to make Japanese hair
perfume); 5. mainly re lated to Japan. 
camomile 

l . a drug (tea) taken from various flowers: 
e.g. in Northern Europe and Spain from the 'C. 
matricaria ', whereas many other countries 
(Britain included) used the 'Anthemis nobilis', a 
fragrant flower with a bitter taste; 2. energy in 

11l v1·r~ity: "the more it is trodden on, the faster 
It 11rows" (as such the opposite of t he violet): 
1114 2, 4; love in adversity; 3. Rome: camomile 
1111und in old wine was considered an aphro-
1ll•luc, perhaps because of its yellow colour : 
llvhl (Ar t. Am. 2, 418); further it allays nerv-
1111• excitement and fevers, and is carminative; 
l•r~N q uantities were used as an emetic. 
N mphire 

"my beloved is unto me as a cluster of cam-
1•h11c in the vineyards": SoS I , 14 (also 4, 13) = 
lh•hr. 'kofer' = Gr. 'kupros' (cypress): henna 
t' l uw~onia inerm is'). 
N tnphor 

I . introduced into Europe from Asia; the 
11h hcm ists did not distinguish the kinds; the 
11111ivcs hunted for c rystals in the camphor 
t.111101 ; now steam is blown thro ugh the 
1 hopped-up wood of the tree, resulting in a raw 
1111 11i~ti llate, which is further purified by press
lnr und sublimation, separating the 'camphor 
1111'. for soap, etc.; e.g. Tourneur (Rev. Trag. 3, 
\), 2. chastity ('all camphor and chastity') and 
~11 1 1 aphrodisiac: attribute o f the Virgin Mary; 
I folklore: a. like any strong-smelling herb or 
111h1•r (cf. onions, garlic, etc.) it scares off ill-
111'\\·bearing evil spirits; b . used against sprain, 
11111~1·ular rheumatism, etc. and against insects. 
C:•ncer 

A xcneral: I. number: 4th sign ; a cardinal 
' '•'"· the most vulnerable; 2. represented: a. 69 
lvt"lt ho rizontally; b. two horizontal lines, 
1111ncd or not; a phallic symbol ; 3. ~elated to 
.1111T ~tral origins: to organic life having started 
1111111 water; 4. the threshold across which the 
u111I enters upon its incarnation; 5 . as it is gov-
1·1111'!1 by the moon it share' in the borderline 
l1111l' t ion (between the formal and the informal 
w111 Id) of the moon ; 6. the sun enters the House 
wh1·n it reaches its highest limit (about June 
11 ); thence moves sideways to the South like a 
11,1h; 7. it is also related to the crab, sent by 
1111111, which bit Hercules' foot, when he at-
1.11 kcd the Hydra; v. Apollodorus (2, 5, 2); 8. 
1111l' of the Gates of the Four Astro logical Ages 
tv hiur); 9. rules over the Western Seas; · 

n. period of: I . resurrection (sheds its shell) ; 
J the summer-solstice falls in it, cau sing the 
1h'.1th of the solar hero; 3. when the sun is in 
I 11 11cer the days shorten ; 4. it is 9 months be
l11n• Aries comes again: fecundation and con-
11·ptlon; motherly; 5. it is the first of the 'wa-
1 .. 1y' signs: primal water; it s opposite is Aries: 
11tl111al fire; 6. the time when storms are cata
-1111phic, bringing famine and locusts; 7. a t the 
1•1111 of the world a ll planets will be in Cancer; 

('. correspondenc'!s: I. body: governs chest. 

candle 

stomach, breast , lungs; 2. element: primal wa
ter: v. B, 5; 3. planet: the Moon; 4. landscape 
rivers, parks, and trees; 5. Tarot: the Emperor; 

D. psych. character: I. of the constellation: 
a. t he opposite of realist Capricorn; b. (like the 
sea:) intuition and introversion ; c. man's spiri
tual life: memory; d. the progress of the soul : it 
"came down By Cancer and 3scended by Capri
corn" (Sir Th. Browne); 2. of those born under 
it: a. similar to the Moon: t he o nly sign ruled 
by the Moon; b. men tend to be unduly femi
nine, over-emotional and' sensitive; c. tenacity, 
a lso of memory; strong mother-fixation; d. love 
many colours and change moods frequently; e. 
excellent teachers and actresses; f. avaricious: 
Propertius (l, l , 150); 

E. famous people born under Cancer: 
Byro.,, Salvador Dali, Rembrandt,, Rousseau, 
and Schubert; 

F. as tropic (the opposite of Capricorn): 
solar k ings were often represented as stre tching 
over the whole area between the two tropics: 
Osiris, Attis, Ta mmuz, Adonis: the birth and 
highest point of the sun-k ing's career; in D. 
Thomas (" Altarwise") the same is said of 
Christ: "share my bed with Capricorn and Can
cer"; cf. D, I , d; 

G. v. Crab. and for a survey also Zodiac. 
candelabra 

1. the spiritual light of salvation; 2. Two
branched: a. the presence of God ; b. anything 
dual or binary in the spir itual field; e.g. the 
divine and human side of Christ; 3. Thrce
branched: (R.C'.): Trinity; 4. Seven-branched: 
A. Hebrew 'Menornh' prescribed in Ex. 25. 
3 1- 38 as m ainly decora ted wi;h almond (b los
s01:11), q.v.: a. the 7 Celestia l bodies (p'.anets); b. 
the 7 Archangels; c. the 7 Days of the week; d. 
the 7 heavens; etc.; B. Christian: a. Christ as the 
Light of the World ; b. the Holy Spirit ; c. the 7 
gift s of the Holy Spirit , rooted in one love: 
counsel, knowledge, peace, pie:y, strength, un
derstanding, wisdom ; d. Hope; e. Charity; C. 
T.S. Eliot: in "The Waste Land" (II. A Game of 
Chess): the contrast between its fo rmer serious 
purpose of d ivine ritual and its present degrada
tion to mere ornamental bric-a-brac. 
candle 

I. light : especially individual l ight; white
ness; 2. shares in the general fire-symbolism , 
e.g. purification : used in the 'cleansing' rite of 
Churching after childbirth; 3. festive mood; 4. 
a. weak light: "Choose neither woman nor linen 
by candle-light": proverb; b. strong light: "How 
far that little candle throws his beams! So 
shines a good deed in a naughty world": Mer. 
V. 5, l ; 5. romantic mood; 6. often used to 
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candle 

represent the stars: "There's husbandry in heav
en; Their candles are all out": Mac. 2, 1; 7. used 
to ward off evil spirits; lighted e.g. at births, 
marriages, and deaths; 8. external soul, the life 
of the individual (the opposite of cosmic and 
universal life); a person's life may be safe as 
long as a certain candle burns; cf. "Here burns 
my candle out" (3H6 2, 6); "Out, out, brief 
candle!" (Mac. 5, 5); 9. votive offering to a 
deity (or saint), especially for the dead; 

10. M.A.: a. attribute of Faith; b. Christ 
(especially the Easter-candle): wax= pure flesh: 
born from a Virgin without the male semen; 
wick= soul of the God-Man; light = his divinity; 
or: 
wax humanity - fire obedience; 
wick soul heat humility ; 
flame godhead - light love; 
11. her.: transitoriness; 12. an unlighted candle: 
burial with an unlightened candle for those ex
communicated by the church: e.g. King Man
fred in Dante (Purg. 3); 13. excommunication 
by "Bell, book, and candle": v. Bell; 14. liter
ary references: A. ballads: was visible over the 
spot where "Young Hunting" was drowned; B. 
W.B. Yeats: "candle-end": deposed maleness+ 
extinction of a principle which illuminates + 
old age ("The Wicked Old Man"); C. T.S. Eliot: 
associated with Juliet's tomb ("Portrait of a 
Lady"); D. D. Thomas: "candle-woods": a . 
pine trees; b . holy candles of the Son; c. holy 
woods of the Sun; 15. folklore: a. if a candle 
gutters as it burns, so that the grease collects 
unevenly, and gradually lengthens into a 'wind
ing-sheet', it means death for the person oppo
site it, or one of his family; b. a blue flame: a 
spirit passing (often also a death-0men); or 
frost; c. a bright spark in the wick: a s tranger 
comes, or a letter for the person nearest it; d. 
no candle must burn out in the stick; e. it is 
ill-Omened to leave a candle burning in an emp
ty room (when left long, death may come), exc. 
for the Christmas Candle which is left burning 
all night long at Christmas Eve; f. it is unlucky 
to light three candles with the same taper; there 
was the same tabu on lighting three cigarettes 
with one match in the war allegedly because 
the snipers could take aim, but the tabu is 
much o lder; it has been piously explained as an 
offence against the H. Trinity, but the Russian 
Orthodox church still has three candles for a 
funeral; 

g. "Lating the Witches" (Lancashire): on 
Hallowe'en lighted candles were carried about 
on the hills from eleven till midnight: if one 
went out it was an evil omen; if it kept burning 
it meant one year free from witchcraft; h. 
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sometimes a candle was made to represent a 
hated man, and with rites and incantations wa' 
burnt up (external soul); i. nursery-rhyme: in 
many places on certain days of the year J 

lighted candle was put on the floor; and if, 
when jumping over it, the candle was not ext in· 
guished, it meant good luck for the coming 
year; it was accompanied by the words: "Jack 
jump over The Candle stick" (v. Jack), which is 
now used in children's games, in which one 
child in the middle is the candle, and a circle of 
other children around it is the candlestick ; j . 
proverb: "one person is not fit to hold a candle 
to another": from the custom of holding can
dles before shrines; k. for Corpse-candle: v. 
Corpse; 16. v. individual colours fo r added sig
nificance; the number of candles shares in a 
(generally) superficial number-symbolism: e.g. 
2 for the dual nature of Christ; 3 for the Trini
ty, etc.; cf. Candelabra. 
Candlemas (February 2) 

1. related to Candle, fire: a. a Celtic fire
feast day, in honour of St. Bridget (or St. 
Bride) as fertility and fire-goddess; many cere
monies are known of St. Bridget being invited 
to spend the night in a farmer's house: a bed was 
kept ready and a candle left burning on Can
dlemas; b. Rome: feast of Februa, mother of 
Mars, for whom candles were lit; they were lit 
in general then to ward off evil spirits; c. Chris
tian: a. the Purification of the Virgin; the 
Churching woman still carries a candle in the 
'cleansing rite': v. Candle; b. candles for the 
following year are consecrated; c. there is a pro
cession of candles; 2. folklore: a. an unlucky 
day for sailors to set sail; b. many weather
prognostications on this day: e.g. v. Hedgehog; 
c. "On Candlemas Day throw candle and can
dlestick away"; cf. 1, c, b; d. the first quarterly 
term for rents, interests, taxes etc. in Scotland. 
candlestick 

1. the beauty of ripe age: "As the clear light 
upon holy candle-sticks, so is the beauty of the 
face in ripe age": Ben-Shir. 26, 22; 2. shares the 
symbolism of Candle and Candelabra. 
cane 

1. used by: a. old people; b. beggars; c. crip
ples and blind people; 2. gold-headed cane: a 
typical doctor's cane; 3. "sweet cane": a kind 
of Calamus (Isa. 43, 24); 4. v. Rod, Staff. Flute. 
canker 

1. in Shakespeare the 'canker' is often the 
'canker-worm' = caterpillar: e.g. Rom. 2, 3; 
MND 2, 2; Ven. 656; Ham. l , 3; Gent. 1, l; 
Sonn. 34, 4; it usually has a phallic sense, in 
connection with the female 'buds' (q.v.) which 
are 'cankered' in their prime; 2. "The Cankers 

I • 1,1lm world and a long peace": 1 H4 4, 2. 
•nopy 

I rc11al dignity: "Gives not the hawthorn
'""" " ~weeter shade To shepherds looking on 
th•lr ' illy sheep, Than doth a rich-embroidered 

111111y To kings that fear their subjects' treach-
11 •"· 3116 2, 5; 2. protection; 3. square = 
•rlh, l'ircular is the sky or the sun (cf. ritual 

11o11.1~ul): v. Cor. 4, 5; or Ham. 2, 2;4. celestial 
r •lrll, paradise. 
Hlltl"rid(e) s 

I , 11 drug obta ined from the blister-beetle, 
1111' 'Spanish Fly' ('Lytta', or 'Cantharis, vesica
t111 lit') , causing skin-blis ters on touch; 2. fatal 
wlr1•11 tn ken too often as an aphrodisiac, or in 
t•111 f•n·n t a dose. .. ,, 

I cup with many-coloured feathers: a. fan
' v, h. scat of unaccountable actions; 2. a device 
111 hhlc the horns of cuckoldom: "In faith, ha th 
11111 the world one man but he will wear his cap 
~llh ,u~picion?": Ado I , 1; 3. for the jester's 
, 11• v. Jester; 4. for the Phrygian cap (related 
''' Midns): v. Phrygian; 5. round caps: Joseph 
11111 11 round cap: e.g. the ballad "Jolly Watt"; 
'' 11 wlrite cap: "If all fools wore white caps, we 

h1111hl ~eem a flock of geese": proverb; 7. Gr. 
11.,11/t·cap ': prob. related to the Cap of lnvisi

l1i11t y 

'"''"'' tree I ,1 shrub growing in rocky places in the 
"""'" of Europe, etc., with three inch boles, 
11111•11 with seeds; 2. the bud with seeds was con
•hlrml an appetizer in ancient times (Plutarch); 
t M.A.: a. sexual stimulant; b. a means to fight 

11l1i 1111c. 

'"''"'" I 11 dull foo l: Err. 1, 2; 3, 1; 2. the normal 
111 lh1• fo r judges: "In fair belly with good capon 
ll111•d": A YL 2, 7; 3. love-letter (fr. 'poulet'): 
11 I 4, 1; 4. dullness: "You are a cock and 
1 ·•111111 too; and you crow, cock, with your 
111111h on": Cymb. 2, 1 (also Err. 3, 1 ); 5. 
• 1111111'11: feeding himself to feed othe!s. 
I •111lcorn 

A Jli!!leral: 1. name: L. 'caper' = goat, 'cor-
1111 ' horn; 2. number: 10th sign; 3. repre
" nh•ll : a goat ending in a fish-tail; 4. associated 
« llh Cornucopia: prosperity; 5. in Petronius 
t '1htyrlcon") the lobster is related to this sign; 
11 Ille ending in an a>,yss, water: Aquarius and 
1•1,. 1·~ follow: its quality is feminine, yet dry; 7. 
~ 111• of the 4th of tht: Four Astrological Ages 
II l 'IHIT); 8. Greek: Pan, who changed himself 
11111111 11oat for fear of Typhon; 

II. period of: the beginning of the. winter
.. ;lct kc (about December 21), the depth of win-

carbuncle 

ter; the return to and departure from the 'wheel 
of birth': Zodiac; acc. to Aratus (Phaen. 286) it 
inaugurates a dangerous month for sailing 
(strong South Winds); 

C. correspondences: I. body: knees ; 2. ele
ment: earth; 3. planet: frosty Saturn; 4. land
scape: a. fortresses and castles; b. heights, 
mountains; 5. Tarot: the Wheel of Fortune; 6. 
colour: blue-violet ; 7. precious stones: lapis
lazuli, turquoise; 8. action: mourning; 

D. psyclr. character: I . of the constellation : 
a. realistic; the opposite of Cancer; b. knowl
edge, associated with the crocodile, (v. Croco
dile); c. dual nature; 2. of the persons born un
der it; a. ambitious, subtle, witty; b. collected, 
calm, cautious, common sense, persistent; c. 
traditionalist, yet diplomatic; d. loves cere
mon ies; 

E. famous Capricorn type : Stalin. 
carbuncle 

A. originally any kind of stone of a deep red 
colour was called so (sapphire etc.); nowadays 
it is generally a garnet, but it used to be identi
fied with a 'ruby'; the 'male' of the species was 
called the 'King of Stones'; 

B. found: at the base of a Unicorn's horn , 
and it is regarded by some as the source of the 
magical properties of that horn, e.g. in detect
ing poison (v. also Unicorn); 

C. virtues: I . it detects, or withstands, po i
son: e ither when used as an amulet, or crushed 
in wine (cf. all kinds of horn, and the vulture's 
foot, eagle's stones, toadstones, etc.); 2 . against 
evil thoughts and terrifying dreams; 3. it shines 
by night (even through clothing); it gives 'not 
reflected, but native light'; cf. Tit. 2, 3; 

D. her.: 1. red tincture of a nobleman's 
escutcheon; 2. a wheel-nave with eight spokes 
of lily-staffs, or 4 forming a cross and 4 a sal
tier; the nave may be a shield; 3. sun-emblem: 
happiness; cf. "carbuncled Like ho ly Phoebus' 
car": Ant.4,8; 

E. Bible: a. gem of the Breastplate of the 
Highpriest: probably the tribe of Levi; b. gates 
of carbuncles will be the consolation of Israel: 
Isa. 54, 12; 

F. Christian: a. blood, suffering, martyr
dom; b. related to the Seraphs (fiery Serpents); 
c. 5 carbuncles: the five wounds of Christ; 
. G. general symbolism: I. constancy, self
confidence ; 2. energy, strength; Pliny (37, 25) 
stresses its being incombustible; 3. charity; 4. 
anger: especially when related to the eyes: e.g. 
Ham. 2, 2; and Julius Caesar's red, ferrety and 
fiery eyes; 5. blood, war, etc.; 6. the 'lapis phi
losophorum'; 7. love: according to Rosencreutz 
Venus' bedchamber was lit by carbuncles. 
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carcase 

carcase 
I. "wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 

eagles be gathered together": Matth. 24, 28 
(ref. Job 39, 30): the common mix-up with vul
tures (for this: v. Eagle); 2. D. Thomas: 'carcase 
shape': formal Christianity; 3. v. Skeleton, 
Skull, etc. 
Cards (Playing - ) . 

I. general: I. right from the beginning they 
were as much used for playing as in divination; 
Sp. 'naipes' is related to the Hebrew 'naibi' = 
sorcery; 2. the first packs must have been of the 
Tarot-type; no suits, but 22 cards with allegori
cal representations, showing proverbs, charac
ters from literature, fairy tales, animals, etc.; 
therefore there is a great variety of Tarot-packs; 
they perhaps provided Dante with some of his 
symbolism; v. individual suits; 

II. the suits and their correspondences: 

suit general symbol 

a. spade discrimination be-
· (= Fr. pike, tween error and 

=Sp. Sword) judgment 

b. heari the receptacle 
(=Fr. same, (v. Chalice and 
=Sp. Cup) Chest) 

c. diamond material force, 
(= Fr. square, ring of eternity 
=Sp. Gold) 

d. club power and 
(= Fr. trefoil, command, 
=Sp. Rod) caduceus 

III. folklore: 1. "the Devil's Picture Book" 
(as it was called by the Puritans) was not al· 
lowed aboard a ship; 2. thieves will not steal 
them for fear of detection ; 3. lucky at cards, 
unlucky in love; 4. ill-omened: a. the 4 of clubs 
(and generally the knave); b. the knave and ac~ 
of spades; c. the nine of diamonds is deadly; d. 
two black knaves: poverty and unhappiness; e. 
two red knaves : a hidden enemy; 5. beginners 
have luck, and borrowed money cannot lose; 6. 
meeting a woman on the way to a game is bad 
luck; worse even, when being touched by one 
while playing; 7. it is unlucky to lose one's 
temper, or to sing; 8. you can make a man loill 
by throwing a match-stick crosswise over one 
which he has thrown in the ashtray (his luck 
will be 'crossed out'); any of his belongings can 
thus be 'crossed'; 9. Elizabethan: cards are 
often a 'map'= a mirtor for good conduct. 
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carnation 
1. 'Dianthus caryophylus' has fragran t, 

flesh-coloured flowers through cultivation, be 
ca use they were pure white originally ( = 'Clove 
Pink'); an older form of the word is 'corona 
tion'; 2. meanings: a. admiration, fascination ; b. 
love: female and divine; c. caprice: esp. heral
dic; d. marriage and pure love: Christian; 3. I·. 
Garcia Lorca: related to dream and sleep 
("Blood Wedding"); 4. in an evil mood Diana 
once pulled out a shepherd's eyes, and threw 
them away indifferently; from them grew carna· 
lions (Fr. 'oeillet' = li ttle eye; however, v. Eye 
in this context); 5. White Carnation: Am.: em
blem of Mother's Day; 6. v. Pink (to which the 
carnation is related) and the Gillyjlower. 
Carnaval 

I. origin: it is rcla ted to a series of fertili ty 
rites and festivals held between the autumn and 

life-symbol caste 

leaf, king -
autumn warrior, 

aristocracy 

source of life, priesthood 
spring 

vulva, feminine commerce, 
(lozenge), burgers, 
summer intelligen tzia 

threefold aspect agriculture, 
of life, cultivation, 
winter government 

spring equinoxes; they have in common: a. 
dressing-up: e.g. Hallowe'en, the Three Magi on 
Twelfth Night, Hebrew Purim ; b. the giving of 
gifts (often demanded with trick-threats): Hal· 
lowe'en, Yuletide.Christmas-Saturnalia, St. 
Nicholas; c. upsetting the normal order of socie· 
ty : masters and servants are equal, or (as in the 
Saturnalia) the servants (slaves) are served by 
the masters: involution invoked to effectuate 
evol.ution, a way 'out of time'; in any of the 
festivals related to the Masters of section IV· d. 
orgiastic feasts; ' 

11. for the etymology of the word various 
suggestions have been made: 1. 'carnem Ievare' 
= goodbye to the meat; the least likely as it is 
obvious that the church pushed this spr~·festi
val to the time before Lent; and even today 
there are towns, where it is celebrated ort mid, 
Lent (= llfi-careme) only; 2. 'carrus navalis'i the 

hll' 111 Fertility (and of Fools) , related lo the 
I ,., 1111 wheels, in which the King of the Satur-
111111• 11\Cd to go through the fields, and Isis' 
11111• lluul (v. Ship); or , occasiona lly, it was a 
1l1111vh 111 the M.A.; the Teutons, too, had a 
hi!' w.1f•,on fertility-rite; 3. related - to the 

111111111 11 Creal Goddess Carna (= Carnea, or Car· 
I • t. 

Ill A. that it was introduced to peoples 
II' h11 h.1tl similar festiva ls themselves) by the 
11111111111\, may be assumed from the fact, that it s 
1hh •I t1adition is along the rivers which had 
ltu111.111 rarrisons: the Danube, Rhine, and 
M• 11 ,1'. Noman festivals which may have con· 
11ll•111t·1I 10 its ultimate form were: I. the Lu
i"" " I ~ · February (q.v.) 15; 2. the Hilaria: 
M1111 h 25 th ; 3. the Saturnalia at midwinter; 4. 
1111 lh1rch11nalia; 5. the Megalesia (Ovid: f'asti 4 , 
I\ ~ II ); n. similar fest ivals among other peoples 

•II" I . Yuletide festivals among the Anglo
' 1111\ . 2. Beltane among the Celts; also Hog· 

111111.1y among the Scots (Christmas - New 
\ • 11 I, J . the Ship-wagon festival among the 
l111111m, with a "Fastnachtbar" (='bear'): a 
u1 111 111 u boy, dressed in straw, or a bear-skin, 
11111 111prcscnting fertility; 

IV 1he festival (in some form or other) is as 
111.I 11~ mankind, related as it is to the Sacred 
~ 11111 1111d !tis substitute; thus the Prince of the 
1 111111v11 I shows affinity with: I. the ancient 
1•111111111 King of the Wood, the priest-king guar
·11111 111 the sacred grove of Diana, who was ritu· 
01!1· k 1llcd at the end of his period of office; 2. 
•Ii• lloman King of the Saturnalia; 3". the 'King 
.. 1 M 1,rulc'; 4. the 'Abbot of Unreason'; 5. the 
lo.lilt' or the Bean' on Twelfth Night; 6. the 
I 1 h k ~•er-archetype (Jung); v. also Bridegroom; 

V the most obvious relation to fertility-rites 
11 h.t< maintained, is: I . the belief that the high· 
• 1 11m· jumps during the Carnaval, the higher 
1111 111rn will grow; 2. at the end of the festival 
tl11 l'nnce of the Carnava l (or its 'Spirit') is 
1•111111 in effigy; 

VI references: I. for its function of fertili· 
11 1111· : v. Plants; 2. for its relation to the Satur· 
11111.1 v. Saturnalia and Orgy; 3. for its relation 
~Ith 1hc Ass (and Set-Saturn): v. Ass. 
• •111•lian (= cornelian) 

f\ . lll)'m.: a. carnelian = rel. to L. carneus = 
lh ·~h'rnloured; b. L. cornu = horn; c. the fruit 
" ' 1hc cornel; B. period: July (v. Birthday-
hlllM) ; an old name may have been 'sardius'; 

1 I odiac: governs Leo; D. virtues: I . gives a 
, •111t1•nded mind, calms, anger, and gives con· 
ll•k111·c; 2. worn in a silver .ring it lli\sures friend· 
hip, nnd prevents losses and harm; 3. it dis-

1" 1 •1·, evil thoughts and sorrow, thus giving joy; 
I It prevents bleeding (kill like with like); 5. it 

carrot 

gives serenity and dignity in argument: peace; 
E. colour: blood-red; f'. the Bible: a. first posi
tion on the Highpriest's Breastplate: probably 
the tribe of Reuben; b. in their wanderings in 
the 'wilderness' it was a n emblem of hope and 
patience; G. much sought by the Greeks and 
Romans to make "intaglios" for seals and s1g· 
nets. 
carp 

I. endurance, perseverance: it struggles up· 
stream at a waterfall, and can live out of the 
water for a considerable time; 2. war , courage: 
the preceding+ its reddish colour ; 3. voracity: 
it may grow to an enormous size (50 lbs.); 4. 
longevity: it may become 200 years old; 5. pro
lific; 6. a masculine fish; 7. a talkative person: 
" use the carp as you may": A'sW. 5, 2; 8. hard 
to catch: a "carp of truth": Ham. 2, l. 
carpenter 

I. the typical maker of idols (with the gold· 
smith) : e.g. Isa. 44, 12- 13; and "the carpenter 
encouraged the goldsmith": Isa. 41, 7; 2. the 
creator; 3. four carpenters (craftsmen in wood 
or stone) will 'fray' the four powers, that scat· 
tered Israel in Zechariah's vision: I, l Bff.; 4. 
there is a famous Song of the Walrus.and the 
Carpenter in L. Carroll's "Through the Look· 
ing·Glass", in which the Carpenter is sceptica l 
and melancholy; 5. St. Joseph was a carpen ter; 
6. the carpenter is conspicuously absent in the 
streetballads, in which amatory exploits are re
lated to a man's craft or trade, from Soldier and 
Sailor, to Tinker and Tailor (because of 5?). 
carpet 

I. luxury; 2. sovereignty; 3. a purple carpet: 
was unrolled by Clytemnestra for Agamem· 
non 's return from the War before he was killed; it 
was purple in colour (divine) and there· 
fore he at first refused to walk on it; one of the 
aspects of his death (to the classical Greeks) 
was 'vengeance of the gods'; 4. a flying carpet: 
Solomon had a green flying carpet (clouds) "on 
which his throne was placed, if he wanted to 
travel" (airily); 5. a Carpet-knight : "He is a 
knight... on carpet considera tion": not having 
earned his title in battle by heroic behaviour, 
but by kneeling on a carpet: Tw. N. 3, 4. 
carrion 

1. low life, little better than carrion: "Old 
feeble carrions": Caes. 2, 1; also Wiv. 3, 3; HS 
4 , 2; Rom. 3, 5; 2. the flesh: "the weight of 
carrion flesh": Mer. V. 4, l ; 3. death: "a car· 
rion death": Mer. V. 2, 7; 4. carrion comfort: 
despair ("Not, I'll noJ , carrion comfort"): G.M. 
Hopkins. 
carrot 

1. astral.: wild carrots belong to Mercury, 
and therefore: a. they break wind; b. they re-
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cart 

move stitches in the sides; c. they provoke 
urine; d. they help women's menses; e. they 
break and expel the stone; f. the seed has the 
same effect; 2. folklore: a. they improve eye
sight , especially for the night; b . they cure asth
ma, rheumatism, a nd the stone; c. they are used 
in love-philtres and aphrod isiacs, for which the 
wild variety is the best: Pliny (20, 15); 3. the 
leaves are very beaut ifu l and are used for deco
ration; in Charles l's reign lad ies even wore 
them on their ha ts, in stead of fea thers. 
cart 

I. public exposure in. and being whipped 
beh ind, a car t was the common punishment of 
a prostitute; ref. in AYL 3, 2; Lear 4 , 6; Shr. I , 
I ; 2. carrier of the Ark: "they set the ark of 
God upon a new cart, a nd brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: Uzzah 
a nd Ahio, the sons of Ab inadab, drave the new 
cart" (2Sam. 6 ,3): this Ark was accompanied by 
the music of psalteries, harps, timbrels and 
cymbals, and shows a clear affinity to the Blue 
Boat of Isis, the Saturnalia wagon-ship, etc. as 
bringers of fertil ity (v. Ship); 3. the Sun's 
chario t: " Phoebus' cart": Ham. 3, 2 ; 4. her.: 
the victor's chariot; 5. in Brita in , beside the 
agricultural use of the cart , it was characteristic 
of the tinker's outf it ; 6. putting a cart on the 
roof was a traditional I lallowe'en pract ical joke 
in the country-towns of the U.S.; 7. carters 
were noted whistlers: 2114 3, 2; 8. cart-rope: 
"Woe unto them tha t draw iniquity with cords 
of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope": 
Isa. 5, 18 ; 9. for the Death-cart: v. Burial. 
casement 

1. the place where one Uealously) watches 
someone else's sins: " For at the window of my 
house, I looked thro ugh my casement , And be
held among the sim ple ones , I discerned among 
the youths, a young man void of under
standing", welcomed by an enchanting 
harlot: Prov. 7, 6; 2. a place for a man to talk 
to his beloved, or to be secretly let into the 
house, often wit h a ca nd le as safety-signal : 
"And there shall be for thee all soft delight 
That shadowy thought can wit}, A bright torch , 
and a casement ope at night ·To let the warm 
Love in": J. Keats ("Ode to Psyche"); 3. the 
opening to the outside world of wonders: 
"That same (song) that oft-times hath Charmed 
magic casements, opening o n the foam of peril
ous seas, in faery land s forlorn!': J. Keats ("Ode 
to a Nightinga le"). 
cask 

I. related to wine, even affecting its taste: 
"The wine will taste of the cask": proverb; 2. a 
bottomless cask: a. the legend of the Danaids; 
b. the futility of all action and existence. 
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casket 
I. one of the motifs in "The Merchant ol 

Venice" is a hero's Choice (q.v.) of caskets; v 
also Box fo r its relation to the Pandora-bo \ 
theme; 2. v. Moon. 
casque 

I . a soldier's life as the opposite of an easy, 
peaceful life of authority: " moving from th•• 
casque to the cushion": of the magistrate: Co1 
4, 7; 2. shares in the symbolism of Helmet and 
Head. 
cassia 

I. a gen us comprising abou t 400 shrub,, 
trees, and plants; many have purgative proper 
ties, have bitter pods, and yield the drug henna , 
moreover the buds give a good substitute fo1 
cinnamon; 2. o ne of the ingred ients of the 
'principal spices' of the Tabernacle, used for 
anointment ; apart from the spices mentioned 
above, laurel ha s been suggested; v. Spices; 3 
con.tJccted with marshy lakes, in fested with 
winged crea tures like bats: Herodotus (3); 4. a 
plant with three (ominous) colours: first it is 
white, then red, then black (Pliny 12, 42f.) ; v. 
Colours. 
castle 

I . safety from intrusion (a lso as a house) : 
"an Englishman's house is his castle"; 2 . spiritu
al, wa tchful power; 3. wea lth : as the opposit e 
of a cottage; 4. romance: a night back in time; 
5. (as an enclosed city) the transcendent soul in 
the llcavenly Jerusalem; 6. authority, sovereign
ty: strengthened by height-symbolism when 
built on a hill ; 7. this wor ld , with its labyrin
thine ways lead ing nowhere: F r. Kafka: the 
landsurveyor K symbolizes the search of man
kind fo r divine grace, etc.; 8. her.: grandeur , 
nobility, solidity, stra tegy; 

9 . combinations: A. the Black Castle: a. the 
other world: the Ma nse of the Beyond , as the 
entrance to the Other World; or the Castle of 
Darkness itself: the kingdom of Pluto (= the 
Castle of the Wicked Knight , or the Castle of 
No Re turn); b. the alchem ist's den ; B. the Cas
tle of light: in fairy-talcs etc. this cas tle often 
appears suddenly (sudden awareness of a spirit
ual pattern or cohesive vision) ; it often contains 
a treasure (spir itual wealth), the damsel (= 
Jung's anima) a nd the purified knight (the will 
to salvation); C. the Castle of R evelry (= the 
Revolving Castle = the Castle Perilous: the Cel
tic· Other World): the universe turnill!; rnund its 
Axle, the future paradise, with st rong doors and 
glass walls; it revolves so that no one may find 
its entrance; it is pitch-dark, except fo r the 
lamp burning at its circular gate; it is a world of 
feasting, containing the cauldron (q.v.) of the 9 
oracular maidens; sometimes it is regarded as an 

I 1.11111 (ot the blessed), sometimes as the Corona 
111111·.!11~ (q.v.); D. the Noble Castle: in Limbo: 
l'hil11,11phy, or 'Sapientia' ; it is surrounded by 

~· n wu lls (moral virtues or the Bra nches of 
I 1.111111111) and has a "fair Rivulet" (eloquence): 
1111111·; E. the Devil's Cast le: a nam e often given 
111 tuvl'rns in the M.A.; there is probab ly a refcr-

1111· to it in 1114 I , 2: " my old lad of the 
11•t h"'. with a secondary reference to one of 
1111thw11rk's main brothels, called The Castle; 

I /l1111h1i1111 Castle: "a cast le called Doubting 
I 1 lh'. the owner whereof was Giant Despair": 
ll1111v.111 ("The Pilgrim's Progress"); G. v. also 
'l11•h1111t 
fHlr•llon 

I ,1t the end of his reign the Fertility-hero 
11t111ll'd h imself as a supreme final sacrifice 

t• I Alli s and similar gods); his phallus was of
Ii 11"11 in ~ympathetic magic; 2. the sun(hero) 
nlril11~ the realm of the moon(goddess): par-

1111 1•1 lip~c. etc.; 3. the cast rated priests of the 
, 11th ~·odcless (e.g. Cybele) became the eunuchs 

111111111)' the harem ('haram' = sacred, tabu) of 
1h1 Mothers; 4. Saturn castrated Uranus, from 
\\ h"''' blood sprang the Erinyes, the Giga ntes, 
.11111 Mdiac; of the m ixture of his blood with 
•. 1111.1111 Aphrodite was born ; 5. the same 
tit• 1111• i ~ fo und in T. William s ("Sweet Bird of 
\ 1111t h"): the names ('Heavenly', 'Wayne', 'Kos-
111111111polis del Lago') already suggest the heav
' 11lv ,ind earthly kingdoms, with Wayne await-
1111• hi' cast ra tion-doom in the end; 

11 /11111011s Castrati: a. Abelard , as a result of 
111 l11w for his pupil Helo ise, castra te(! himself; 
1. th1• ph ilosopher and moralist Origcn cas-
11 111·tl himself to become one of the "eunuchs, 
, hh h hnve made themselves eunuchs for the 
I 111~1111111 of heaven's sake": Matth. 19, 12; c. 
lh• '{!~ tine Chapel in Rome had a choir o f cas-
11111 , who were replaced by 'falsettists' fro m 
·1•1h1 In the 17th century, whose voca l effects 
", 11· uh tained by a method now unk nown 
•tlu-1 tha n castration; 7. v. Emascula tio n (for 

1111 111 y1 hical rites) and Hermaphrodites (for 
1 "1111111111-fcar). .. , 

I )11"tll'ral: 1 . though there was a law pro
" 1 11111• cuts as early as A.O. 936 , it seems that 
1111 1l11111esticated cat was com mon o nly in the 
I r1 1h •"l' lltury; t he witches' cat (and further ele-
1111111111 y symbo lism) may have been introduced 
1111·1, '" refer to the 'fitchew' mentioned in IV, 
111 I , 2. like all elementary symbols it has a 
ht11.11Y u\pect, having solar and lunar character
! II• , 111 the cat they are predominantly lunar 
111 111111parcd with e.g. the lion who is mainly 
'"I 11). .l. a cat proverbially hates dogs and wa-

cat 

ter, and is fond of fish; 4. the word 'cat' sup
posedly meant 'stick' which got mixed up in 
popular etym. with the broomstick of the 
witches; 5. even the colours of the cat arc am
biguous: v. Folklore for the black cat; 

II. solar aspect : (like all feline animals) it 
represents the powers of the sun as reflected in 
nature: in Egypt the deities Ament , Bast , Maau , 
Sekhet , Tefnut, and (sometimes) Mut ; this 're
flection' makes the cat also an earth-animal (cf. 
lion again) and then the goddesses are earth
mother-goddesses, often ·1~arried' to the sun; 

111. lunar asperis: I. in N.W. Europe the 
Great (Moon) f'crtility Goddess sometimes in
habited the ca t as corn-spiri t; some of the char
acteristics connecting the cat with the moon 
are: a. its eyes shine in the dark, and con tra ct 
when the moon wanes; b. it eats mice (= pesti
lence); c. it mates openly: the Goddess is some
times a protcctress, so met imcs a hater o f mar
riage; d. it is prolific, but somet imes eats it s 
young (like the sow, another incarnation of the 
Goddess), e. ii walks ir:a11dibly: like the night 
fligh t of the owl; f. its colours vary between 
white, reddish, and black: the colours of the 
Goddess; g. the curious castrat ing, death-survey
ing moon-ca t in Reynard the Fox personifies 
the goddess; 2. the Virgin Moon-Goddess Arte
mis-Diana took the shape of a cat, when the 
gods fled from the Olym pus into Egypt (!) in 
terror of Typhon: v. Ovid (Metam. 5, 330); 
Hecate (the crone-aspect of the Maiden Arte
mis) also turned herself into a cat: moon and 
witchcraft goddess; 3. the Teuto nic fertility
goddess Freya (married to the sun 1) had a chari
ot drawn by two cats; she, too, is a witchcraft 
goddess; 4. like the snake, bear , and crocodile, 
the cat is the representation of both Kore 
(Maiden) and Mother as animals: Jung; a variant 
of 2; 

IV. general characteristics: 
A. favourable: 1. cleanliness; an unnatural 

smell, like perfume, drives them mad (Plutarch: 
Adv. on Marr. 44) ; 2. f reedom: a. "Let Hercules 
do what he may, The cat will mew, and dog will 
have his day": Ham. 5, I ; b. icon: attribu te of 
Freedo m , because a ca t never allows herself to 
be deprived of ii; 3. playfulness: "Qua nd je me 
joue a ma cha tte, qui scait , si elle passe so n 
temps de moy plus que je ne fay elle" : M.E. de 
Montaigne (when I play with my cat , who 
knows if I amuse her more tha n she me?) 4 . 
fecu ndity; 5. grace, ornamen ta l in nearly all its 
poses; 6. longevity : proverbially has nine lives; 
7. oracular: a. the favo urable aspect of witch
ery: the future can be seen in " the way the cat 
jumps"; b. rela ted to talking: proverbially dr ink 
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cat 

will make it talk: "here is that which will give 
language to you, cat": Temp. 2, 2; cf. phrase: 
"Cat got your tongue?"; 8. "a harmless, neces
sary cat": Mer.V. 4, 1; 9. it likes creature
comfo rt : basking in the sun, a place near the 
hearth, e tc.; 

B. unfavourable: 1. sexual heat, lust, savage 
love-making: a. feminine coq uetry: using its 
grace for its own ends; b. in Elizabethan times 
the pole-cat, ca lled Fitchew (q.v.) was a symbol 
of lust; c. cats couple the male standing up and 
the female lying beneath (Pliny 10, 83); 2. lan
guishing melancholy: a. " I am as melancholy as 
a gib (= male, or castrated) cat": l H4 1, 2; cf. 
Lion; b. "as melancholy as a cat": proverb; 3. 
cunning and treachery: a. in fo lktales it is often 
the most cunning a nimal, even outwitting the 
fox; b. Aesop: it is never trusted, in whatever 
disguise, by chickens and mice (94 , 95); 4. 
cntelty: inverted playfulness: playing with a 
dying mouse; 5. related to witches; 6. a term of 
general contempt: e.g. in Cor. 4. 2: referring to 
the rabble of Rome; v. also Tp. 2, 2; All's W. 4, 
3; MND l , 2; 7. laziness: inversion of A, 9: "a 
cat's walk"= a little way, and back again; 

V. correspondences: I . her.: a . courage; b. 
liberty, individ ualism; c. vigilance; d. indefatiga
ble; e. cunning, strategy; 2. ages of man: a man 
of 70 or 80 is a Tom-cat; 

VI. special meanings: I . Egypt: a. the ca t 
was so sacred that who killed a cat was sen
tenced to death; b. when a household ca t d ied 
the owner shaved off his eyebrows in mourning 
and performed funeral rites; c. sacred (also) to 
Isis; 2. Christian: a. lazy; b. lustful; c. Grimalkin 
(or, Graymalkin): a grey cat (Mary): a witches' 
'familiar'; it could take the form of a witch 9 
times (its proverbial 'nine lives'); it is men
tioned in Mac. l , I ; ano ther grey ca t is used in 
the same way in Lr. 3, 4; 3. literary: related to 
fog: a. C. Sandburg: "The fog comes on lit tle 
cat feet"; b. T.S. Eliot: "The yellow fog that 
rubs its back upon the w indow-panes etc.": de
sire ending in ifiertia ("and fell asleep"): "The 
Love-Song of J . Alfred Prufrock"; 

VII. I. cat's skin: a. solar : Cinderella's man
tle seen as the brilliant light" of the sun ; b. 
lunar: Cinderella as the Hearth Cat (a Vesta); 2. 
"to tear a cat": play the part of a boisterous 
hero in Elizabethan times: Herod, Termagant, 
Hercules, etc.; v. MND I , 2; 

VIII. folklore: A. it was a general belief in 
Europe that a cat takes away a child's life by 
sucking its breath, when the child sleeps; B. col
our: I. a Black Cat: a. in Britain : a black cat is 
lucky, a white one unlucky (white= the colour 
of ghosts); in the US and on the Continen t usu-
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ally the other way round; b. it is a very good 
omen, if a black cat comes into the house, or 
on board a ship; c. a sailor's wife must have a 
black cat to ensure the safe return of her hus· 
band; d. M.A. a witches' 'familiar': the form 
adopted by Satan and witches; 2. tortoise-shell 
colour: lucky;C. portents: many, e.g.: I.if a cat 
leaves a sick man's house, and will not return, 
the man will die; 2. a cat washing herself in the 
evening: a friend will come soon; 3. weather
prognostication: e.g. when cats run about wild
ly, or claw at carpets and cushions, wind is 
coming; when they sit with their backs to the 
fire: frost (or storm); 4. a wedding: when a cat 
sneezes near the bride on her wedd ing-morning, 
she will have a happily married life; if it sneezes 
three times all the househo ld will have colds; D. 
cures: esp. for the eyes, teeth, wounds, war ts, 
etc.; E. t ime of birth: a kitten born just after 
Michaelmas, when the b lackberry season has 
ended (a "Blackberry Cat") is extremely mis· 
chievous in its youth ; those born in May are 
sometimes unlucky; F. I. in min ing: a tabu
word down the pit; 2. in sa iling: it is a tabu
word on board ship, tho ugh lucky to have one 
aboard ; 3. fo r actors: it is ill-omened to kick a 
cat, but lucky to have tone in the theatre; G. 
"nit a cat" = move it to another house at re
moval: dangerous; H. nursery and children's 
rhymes: there are end less rhymes about cats: 1. 
v. A: the alphabet-teaching rhyme; 2. many of 
them connect a cat with fidd ling (even if on a 
bagpipe!); they can hardly be a ll explained just 
like the name of inns: "The Cat and the Fid
dle" = Le Chat Infidel. 
cat-a -mountains 

a leopard , panther, ocelot, tiger-cat, or any 
other wild cat; it is sa id to be 'about ' in the 
witches' Charm from the "Masque of th~ 
Queens" by B. Jonson ( 1609). 
cat's eye 

I . a variety of chrysoberyl; when i t is per
fect it produces a narrow and d istinct line of 
light, resembling a cat's eye (chatoyancy) even 
when unpolished; 2. gives: a. long life; b. pla
tonic love; c. power and ou tward beauty; 3. it 
protects: a. against approaching da nger by 
warning; b. against .spells and the evil eye (k ill 
like with like); 4. (With onyx, etc.) rela ted to 
Capricorn. 
caterpillar 

1. spoil-gat herer (like the locust): Isa. 33, 4; 
2. resurrect ion (especially of Christ): from cat
erpillar through butterfly; transmigration of the 
soul; they are bred by heavy rain (Pliny 17, 37); 
3. parasites of society: the 'caterpillars of the 
commonwealth': R2, 2, 3; 4. Blake: a. man in 

thh world, a worm feeding on vegetable error, 
1 11111ot perceive the true light; v. Cocoon; b. 
11111•,1, eating the best joys; c. "The Catterpiller 
1111 the Leaf Repeats to thee thy Mo.ther's grief" 
fA11g. of Inn.); 5. priest: " Look, look, master, 
htr~ comes two religio us caterpillar s": Marlowe 
f" lhe Jew of Malta"), quoted as motto by T .S. 
I lk1 t for his "Mr. Eliot's Sunday Morning Ser
~h ..... where he relates it to the castrated doc-
111111~ of Origen, to commercialism; 6. v. Chrysa· 
111 1111d Canker. 
C•therine Wheel 

1. revolving f ireworks, resembling the rose-
1> l111low or wheel-window; it usually has 5 or 6 
•·•V•: 3. sun-emblem combined with the Wheel 
111 I· tre; 3. her.: the martyrdom of St. Cathe-
11111" 
C•to 

Oante: Moral Virtue (Purg. I ): his face is 
11l11111 ined by the 4 moral virtues (Prudence, J us
th 1', Fortitude, and Temperance) . 
Hit ft 

I . often represented as belonging to a sun
~·~ I (e.g. Helios), or moo n-goddess, who fertil-
111•• (t he cattle can then be explained as clouds 
111111 the milk as rain); a god stealing them is the 
1111ly one who secretly hears the rise of ferti li ty 
11• ti· Mithra); 2. domesticated animals share the 
11wncr's joys and sorrows, living in close sym
l'·•t hy; therefore they have to be told (like bees 
11111 ca ts) when there is a death in the fam ily; 3. 
11 Christmas Eve the cattle turn to the east as 
111ldnight st rikes, and kneel in adoration of the 
Vh1.,n's son (in some districts on Old.Christmas 
I w Twelfth Night); sometimes the cattle 
h.1vc the gift of speech then, but it is dangerous 
111 listen to them; 4. fa iry cattle a nd magical 
111w• give unlimited quantit ies of milk ; usually 
th1•1r colours are dun, red (one Irish cow was 
••11 ween), or often white with red ears (the 
111lnurs of the Great Goddess); 5. bad omens: a. 
111 make an offer for any beast which is not for 
-.iii': b. to strike cattle with a human hand ('the 
lh••h of the sinner'), so a stick must be used, 
1•11•lerably of ash or rowan (or, 'of no value'); 

6. disease (mostly caused by witches or elf
,hots): a. charms against it: holed stones, or 
l1111sc-shoes, hung over the door ; or written 
1 hurms; or crosses of row an wood; or by giving 
th1•111 to drink of water in which a magical stone 
11,,, been dipped; herbs, holy water , or leaves 
1111 111 the Bible to eat or drink; b . cattle were 
1lilvcn over the Beltane fire-ashes or embers to 
"uu rd or cure them from the plague; needfires 
f11 v.) were started, if the plague had already set 
In, 7. to increase the prod uction of milk the 
~foy-pole helps, or a green bough of a tree , fas-

cave - cavern 

tened against the house on May-day; 8. some
times the last sheaf of corn (inhabited by the 
Corn-spirit Maiden) is dressed like a female doll 
and given to the cattle at Yule-tide fo r fertility; 
9. oxen and sheep were first stamped on coins= 
'pecus'; hence 'pecunia' = money (Pliny 33, 
13); 10 . v. Cow, Calf. Bull, etc. 
caul 

A. of horses: an aphrodisiac (q.v.): Dido 
drank it with herbs before committing suicide; 
v. Hippomanes; B. human: l. the caul itself 
saves the possessor from drowning; 2. a person 
born with it will be: a. destined for the service 
of religion ; b. be clairvoyant, be able to see 
ghosts; c. generally lucky, but especially safe 
from the power of witches or fairies; d. elo
quent (make a good lawyer); 3. therefore it is 
essential tha t the caul be kept; if it is sold its 
magical properties will go over with it (especial
ly bought by sailors). 
cauldron 

I. mother-symbol of containment; fertility; 
the womb: e.g. in D. Thomas ("I make this in a 
warring absence"); 2. resurrection: a. the Irish 
king Matholw(y)ch had a cauldron for raising 
dead soldiers to life; b. cf. Bran's cauldron, and 
Medea and Pelias in Greek mythology; _c. for 
Heracles' (Night) Crossing of the Sea in a - : v. 
Homeric Epic Cycle (The War of t he Tita ns 
fragm.); 3. wisdom: a. Gwion-Taliesin had got 
three drops on his fingers from Cerridwen's caul
dron, which gave him knowledge of all time and 
poetic inspiration; b. oracular: the heavenly 
cauldron of Celtic myth, found on the Blessed 
Island, where 9 oracular maidens fanned it (cf. 
the Muses in Greek myth); 4. witchcraft: "Dou
ble, double toil and trouble; Fire, burn, and 
cauldron bubble": Mac. 4, I ;5. martyrdom,klll
ing: the ' princes' said that Jerusalem would be 
destroyed: "this city is the caldron , and we be 
the flesh' ': Eze. 11 , 3; 6. the ca uldron of hones
ty; 7. transm utation and germination of the 
baser forces of nature; the opposite of the Skull 
= the higher spiritual fo rces; 8. h igher fo rms of 
the cauldron are Chalice and Cup. 
cave - cavern 

I. primitive house, the womb, mother: I . 
man's earliest home in the Age of Saturn 
(Ovid); :. . the womb with a phallic snake a nd 
water , as the Origin of life: a. with a snake: _e.g. 
Cadmus' fight against the monster : Ovid 
(Metam.: 3, 29ff.); b. with a fountain: (in an 
obviously sexual context) Actaeon seeing Arte
mis bathing in glorious nudity: Ovid (Metam.: 
3, 143ff.); 3. many sun-heroes and gods were 
born, or grew up, in a cave: Mith ra ('born 
from a rock'), Dionysus ('to escape from 
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cave - cavern 

Hera ') , Christ ('there was no room in the inn'); 
11. primitive burial-place, the tomb, Hades: 

A. from the worsh ip of ancestors buried there 
the cave developed into: I. the entrance to the 
Underworld: a. C hrist's burial followed by the 
Harrowing of Hell; b. Cybele d escended into a 
cave to bring ba ck her son-lover ; cf. Ishtar; 2. a 
prim itive ch urch : e.g. in Mithraism the cave
clement of the religious Centre was so impor

, tant tha t churches were purposely built to re
semble caves: connected with the Underworld 
(the sca t of resurrection) and often overhung 
by a night-sky; B. the Underworld itself: a. 
Arthur rests in a cave o n Avalon; b. Abraham 
bought a cave as a place for burial called 
Maehpelah (= Makpela) = 'double cave' (Gen. 
23); such double caves were characteristic of 
incubation and resurrection-rites in sun-cults;cf. 
Isa. 65, 4 and Ill , 4 ; c. his blood "cries Even 
from the tongueless caverns of the earth To me 
for justice": R2 l , I ; d. the Magi offered sacri· 
fices to Ahriman in a 'sunless place' (Plutarch); 
e. "Souls of Poets dead and gone, What Elysium 
have ye known, Happy field or mossy cavern 
Choicer than the Mermaid Tavern?": J. Keats 
("Lines on the Mermaid Tavern"); C. v. VI , 2, 
b, for Blake's cave = grave of the soul = the 
body; 

Ill . resurrection (often a double cave): I. 
especially in Egypt the Underworld was seen as 
a cave, which one enters through the Western 
gate (like the dying sun) and leaves through the 
Eastern gate, without knowing what was in the 
cave; 2. Christ was born and buried in a cave; 3. 
v. Abraham's cave in II, B, b; 4. fo r the descrip
tion of the cave of Od ysseus' resurrectio n v. 
Odyssey 13, I 05ff.; 

IV. fertility, love-making: A. fertility: l. the 
place where the 'elusive treasure' (fertility and 
wisdom) is found by the Hero (= mystic cen
tre): v. Treasure; 2. prison of the ferti lizing 
rain: either a cloud not giving rain, or con
nected with the wind-cave: v. IX; B. shelter for 
love-m aking: I. according to Ovid the scene of 
love-making, before houses were invented (De 
Art. Am. 2, 623); 2. Lot slept in a cave, where 
his daughters seduced him in h'is sleep (relates 
both the sleep a nd the u nconscious, q.v. be· 
low); ref. Gen. 19, 30ff.; 3. in accordance with 
the plans of Juno and Venus Aeneas first made 
love to Dido in a cave, where they sought shel· 
ter against the inclement weather: Aen. 4, 165 ; 

V. the human mind, the heart, the uncon· 
scious: I. the obscure caverns of the mind with 
'intricate and winding chambers', often to be 
reached with the greatest difficulty only; 2. it is 
an archetypal symbol: a gigantic cavern (or pit), 
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with rivers nowing from it, is an archetypal 
image of Hell: Plato's "Phaedo", Seneca, down 
to Kubla Khan's measureless caverns; the oppo
site of the Mount of Heaven; 3. the darkness 
that lies beh ind consciousness, which is the 
place of transformation of the soul; a lso the 
place, where gods are transformed into some
thing nourishing: Christ as bread, Osiris as 
wheat, etc. (Jung); 4. M.A.: the human heart as 
the spiritual 'centre'; 5. security, impregnabili ty 
of the unconscious (Jung); 

VI. the world: I. the world seen as a place, 
from which it is im possible to escape; v. Wall ; 2. 
the false appearances of this world: a. Plato: 
men (a nd certa inly the unschooled) have an ab
solute ly fa lse idea of reality; they are like men 
bound in a cave from infancy, so that even their 
heads ca nnot move; behind them is a fire, and 
the shadows (of objects behind them) on the 
oppos"ite wall they take for reality; if one es
caped, saw reality as it is, and tried to convince 
his comrades later, he would have a hard time 
making them believe the truth (Republic, Bk. 
7); b. W. Blake: tliose hopelessly buried in ma
terialization (from Plato); thus the cave is the 
grave of the soul = the body; 3. this world in 
time leading to death, immortality: sometimes 
caves had 365 steps, e.g. the cave dedicated to 
Hecate in Antioch; 

VII. hidi11g-place. secrecy: I. for gods and 
heroes (often sun-heroes): a. v. I. 3; b. in Josh. 
10, 16, there are five kings hiding in a cave, 
afraid of terrible vengea nce; in I Kings 18, 4, 
we even have a party of I 00 prophets hiding in 
a cave in fear of Jezebel; c. David hid in the 
cave of Adullam (I Sam. 22, l), where perhaps 
Ps. 57 and 142 were written; 2. general place of 
hiding in the 0.T.: e.g. I Sam. 13, 6; 3. guilt : 
"And find out murderers in their guilty caves": 
Tit. 5, 2; they hide there against justice; also 
"cave-keeping evils": Luer. I 250; 4. for animals 
(often solar aga in): a. the Nemean lion; b. sick 
lions hide in them: Aesop; c. a bull pursued by 
a lion hid in one, not minding the buts the wild 
goats living there gave him (97): possibly re· 
lated to the Zodiac; · 

VIII. dwelling o f the fairies, and the Sibyl of 
Cumae: "antrum immane" was her dwelling: 
Vergil (Aen. 6, 11 ); 

IX. the abode of the Winds: Aeolus' island , 
where the winds were stored, to be let out one 
at a t ime; · 

X. combinations: I . the Cave of Sleep: with 
the river Lethe (= forgetfulness) at the bottom , 
poppies at the entrance, and the ebony bed of 
Sleep: descr ibed in Ovid (Metam. 11 , 592ff.); 2. 
the Cave of Revenge: a. "Then which way shall 

I I 11HI Re venge's cave": Tit. 3, l; b . "Arise, 
1i1. .. ·k vengeance, from thy ho llow cell": 0th. 3, 
I. I the Cave of Envy: "lean-faced Envy in ~~r 
ln.1ih<;<1me cave": 2H6 3, 2; 

I( I. W.8. Yeats: a. "Out of a cavern comes a 
v1111·c And all it knows is that one word !Re
j1111c'": caverns seen as the eggs laid by the 
wurnan after intercourse with the Bird-god, a nd 
11'1111cd to Stone, q.v. ("Gyres"); b. the mind 
l1111k1ng inwards upon Self; the opposite of 
I 11wcr = the mind looking outward upon men 
11111 things. 

t •vlnre 
delicacy for connoisseurs: "caviare to the 

1•<'11l•r:rl": llam. 2, 2. ..... , 
I . 1re11eral: a. a collective name for various 

•l'l'<'ics of evergreens, wit h aromat ic, generally 
11•cl(dish) wood, and in many cases decay-resist· 
.111t and insect-repellent; when old they are 
1'11111 led, but majestic; b. used: for furniture, 
1 h1wts, chests (especially the Hope-chest), 
•II"" boxes etc.; c. Pliny (24, 11 f.): the pitch of 
till' l'Cdar-fir preserves dead bodies, and causes 
hvln11 bodies to decay; 2. beauty; 3. majesty: 
1h1• h•AACSt tree in the Bible: a. the opposite of 
tlll' hyssop (I Kings 4, 33); yet shrubs may sur· 
vlVl'. where cedars do not: ref. T it. 4. 3; b. the 
11p 1 1n~itc of the thistle in the small parable of 2 
j.,.11111' 14 , 9; 4. power: a. Israel: Eze. 17, 3; b. 
i\"yria: Eze. 31, 3; c. "the oft shaking o f the 
1 n l11r·trcc Fastens it more at the ro ot" : J . 
W1•hstcr ('Duchess of Malfi' I , I); ~- royalty; 

i\ • on a mountain-top the cedar shows That 
~1·1•ps his leaves in spite of any storm" : 2 H6 5 , 
I, In 311 6 5, 2 Shakespeare links the protecting-
11•cl.1r to the 'pr incely' eagle and the 'ramping' 
lh111 ; i l had the same meaning in Assyria; 6. 
1t11n1ortali ty: long-lived, incorruptib le, and an 
1·w11•rccn ; the Syrian variety y ields the best 
11 ·~l n and its t imber lasts fo r ever, and therefore 
1, "'eel for images o f the gods (Pliny 13, 11 ); 7. 
I lllt'.rtlllCe; 

K. fertility: a. "As the valleys are they (= 
1 .. acl', tents and tabernacles) spread forth, as 
1·.111kns by the river's side, as the trees of lign 
d11l'~ which the Lord has planted, and as cedar 
111·n beside the waters": Numb. 24, 6; b. re
I 11cd to Astarte as Fertility-and-Battle goddess: 
1 I Mars in a similar combination; c. the 'roor 
111 the 'house' of the lovers in the SoS (with 
• v1ircss for rafters: SoS I, 17 = Nature (with a 
~11•cn bed'); d. sacred to Osir is; e. connected 
wit h the summer-solstice; 9. sacred: used as the 
w11nd of the temple of Solomon ; v. a lso 6; JO. 
~hip•: according to Eze. 27, 5 " T hey have taken 
11•cl11rs from Lebanon to make masts for 

centaur 

thee" : prob. another conifer, as the wood is not 
strong eno ugh; 11. mercy: a. in icons an attrib
ute; b. protective elsewhere in Shakespeare and 
the Bible (e.g. 2 Sam. 7, 2), yet we read "But 
low shrubs wither at the cedar's root": Luer. 
665; 12. purification: it was used to make the 
purifica tion water (cedar ashes), with 'scarlet', 
birds (sparrows?) and 'hyssop'; the water was 
used after leprosy (Lev. 14); 13. vengeance: 
sacred to the Erinyes (with the ash, juniper, 
narcissus, and crocus); 14. Christian: a. emblem 
of Christ; b. name of the Virgin (after the girl in 
the SoS). 
celandine 

I. the na me given to var ious plants: a. the 
'Ranunculus ficaria', the Lesser Celandine, the 
plant Wo rdsworth alluded to; it resembles a 
buttercup, has nowers with 9 petals (II) ; b. the 
'Chelidonium majus', the Greater Celandine 
(III); II . the lesser C. (= f ig-wor t , or pile-wort): 
I. a talisman against enemies and lawsuits; 2 . 
joy to come; Ill. the greater C. (= swallow
wort): I. astrol.: the herb of the Sun , and un
der the Celestial Leo it is one of the best cures 
for the eyes; eyes are greatly affected by lum i· 
narics; it must be gathered when the Sun i,; in 
Leo and the Moon in Aries; 2. folklore: a. it is 
called swallow-wort because swallows use it to 
cure dim sight in their young (Pliny: 8, 41 ); b. 
because of it s colour (yellow) it is potent 
against jaundice; it increases an insufficient 
now of human milk. 
Celia 

the typica l lady-love of English lyrics. 
cellar 

I. ch ildhood recollection, regression; 2 . the 
morbidity and horror lurking beneath the con
scious self; cf. Basement; 3. the lower limbs, 
and baser desires in man-symbolism; 4. fa. 
voured guests in inns and ale-houses were al
lowed into the wine-cellar; ref. 1114 2, 4; 5 . 
folklore: a girl who wants to marry should not 
step upon a cellar-grating. 
censer 

I. veneration, piety; 2. a sa_crifice meant to 
accompany prayers and m·ollify Y1hweh by tit· 
illating his nostrils; 3. Oattery; 4. Hebrew: a. 
the daily censer: of copper, often containing 
perpetual fire, and serviced only by priests of 
the first order ; b. on the Day of Atonement one 
of pure gold was used;5. attribute of the Lady of 
the Lake (Celtic);6. v. lncense. 
centaur 

I. general: l. half-man, half-horse, they were 
descendants of Centaurus and the Magnesian 
mares ; 2. goa t-cen taurs may have preceded 
horse-centa urs: s tories of women being carried 

89 



centaur 

off by Centaurs are probably due to pictures of 
the tdbal May Queen riding on a goat's back: 
v. Goat; in heraldry we find female centaurs by 
the side of male ones; 3. the idea may have 
been suggested: a. by the horse-riding Thessa
lians: v. Pliny 7, 56; b. by folk-tales of wild 
inhabitants of mountains or forests, who were 
given half-human, half-animal shape to ex
plain their wildness; c. they are personifications 
of avalanches: Vergil (Aen. 7, 675ff.); 

II. wisdom, teachers of gods: (especially 
Cheiron): abandoned heroes were often laid on 
hills and found by centaurs, who instructed 
them: Asclepius, Achilles, Aeneas, Jason, etc.; 

Ill. man: a. his binary nature: a union of 
lower forces and (generally predominating) the 
spirit ; or soul and intelligence, etc.; b. perfected 
lower intelligence; c. any materialistic form or 
idea, which cannot be wholly dominated by the 
spirit; d. man controlled by cosmic forces, in
stinct, the unconscious: the opposite of the 
'knight'; 

IV. uncontrolled passion: I. lust, adultery: 
a. they tried to violate the bride Hippodameia 
(= 'horse-tamer') at her wedding with Pirithoiis: 
the triumph of civilization over barbarism, law 
over disorder: Ovid (Metam. 12, 210-525); cf. 
the Centaurs' assault on Atalanta: Apollodorus 
(3, 9, 2); b. "Down from the waist they are 
Centaurs, Though women all above": Lr. 4 , 6; 
c. later they were often shown as ridden by 
Eros; d. temptation: in the M.A. (e.g. the temp
tation of St. Anthony), referring to Ps. 11, 2 
and 37, 14; e. later also shown as drawing the 
car of Dionysus: Intemperance: drink as well as 
women; 2. brute force, tyranny: according to 
Dante Centaurs have the supervision of the cir
cle of Violence and Tyranny: they keep the 
sinners immersed to th.eir a llotted level in the 
pool of boiling blood (C. 12) ; 

V. heresy: its dual fo rm , not unified in 
thought; its position between good and evil; 
man divided against himself (Physiologus); 

VJ. clouds: a. celestial horses, the heads of 
which are lit up by the sun: lxion (the sun) was 
their ancestor; he fertilized Hera, who was 
changed into a cloud (for protection) by Zeus; 
their son was Centaurus, who sired the Cen
taurs; b. speed: of the clouds, of the people of 
I, 3, b, etc.; -

VII. death: Cheiron, king of the Centaurs, 

~
ef rred death to immortality: a. because of 

th pain of the arrow in his knee; b. because 
c-unending is awfully long; 

VIII. correspondences: I. her.: those who 
have been eminent in bat tle; 2. Zodiac: Sagitta
rius: q.v. a lso for the name of the inn in Shake-
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speare; 3. landscape: mountains and hills, espe
cially forested; 

IX. 111.B. Yeats: a. (after regretting the ab 
sence of the leopard and the witches): ''The 
holy centaurs of the hill are vanished; I have 
nothing but the embittered sun; Banished he 
roic mother moon and vanished": moon
animal, the feminine principle, the physical and 
magical world: the opposite of sun,ealism ; b. 
national and political culture of Ireland , which 
stamped Yeats's work into the mud , whereas it 
was accepted in America and England ("On a 
picture of a black centaur"). 
centaury 

I. a very comprehensive family of the Com
positae plants (500 species); Pliny (25, 30): the 
herb with which Chiron treated Hercules; 2. 
delicacy; 3. emblem of happiness; 4. one kind 
of them is defended by hawks; 5. it removes 
poisons, clears eye-sight, etc. 
centre 

I. the Centre can be: I . a. the City, the 
Heavenly Jerusalem ; b. the Castle (q.v.); the 
Labyrinth; c. the Mountain; d. the Pyramid; e. 
the Obelisk; f. the white stone at Delphi ; g. the 
Polar star with the Zodiac; h. the 'centring' of 
an arch, etc.; 2. a. the hub of a wheel ; the 
throne; b. the boss of a shield; c. the navel 
(q.v.) in the microcosm of the body; d. the 
crow's nest of nursery-rhymes; v. Crow; e. the 
lotus ; or the Pearl in the Lotus; f. the Mystic 
Rose; g. an egg encircled by a serpent; h. the 
cross (or circular plain) with the zenith; i. the 
spider's web; j. the sp iral; k. the intersection of 
space-and-time with the time-less and space-less 
etc.; 3. the hole in any round or almond-;;haped 
object (v. Hole); 

II. it can mean: the primordial state: I. 
going through death (I, 2, k, o r 3) to eternity; 
or, rebirth, resurrection, a 'raising from the 
dead'; 2. the Supreme Being; the Unmoved 
Mover; 3. the connection between heaven , 
earth, and underworld (especially clear in the 
Delphic oracle); or, gods, man, and the dead; in 
the middle of the forest called the 'country of 
the living', which Gilgamesh enters, is a moun
tain which is at once the seat of the gods and 
the entrance to the underworld; 4. unity of the 
~mrounding multiplicity (chaos); 5. primal mat
ter converging in the height and light of mystic 
contemplation, the spirit; the inward look on 
Self, of which the opposite is the outward look 
on the world of darkness: "He that has light 
within his own clear breast May sit i' th' centre 
and enjoy bright day": Milton ("Comus" 38I ); 
6. regression (involution) needed to enforce 
evolution ; 7. the phallus (I, I and 2) or the 

vulva (I, 3): paradisiac height, or charged mys
ti• Nothingness, the Great Void; 

Ill. v. Navel. 
Cttberus 

I . represented: a. as a three-headed mon-
1trous dog, whose throat bristles with snakes, 
1 nd from whose mouth drips poisonous saliva, 
MUUrding Hades on the Stygian lake; b. one, 
two, or three-headed, but according to Hesiod 
(I heog.) fifty-headed; c. instead of the neck-
11111kcs it has a snake-entwined body or a 
·•~•kc's tail; 2. when it has three heads (the 
1111111nonest form): a. the infernal replica of the 
J tinily; cf. the Three Gorgons, the Devil's t ri-

1h1nt, etc.; b. the degradation of the three vital 
1111-1es: reproduction, conservation, and spiritual
l111tion; 3. the evil genius, an early form of the 
Jkvil (or Angel) of Destruction; 4. prevention 
111 return to the world, where salvation and 
.11011cment are still possible; consummation of 
1h•vouring time; 5. fighting Cerberus= fighting 
the corruption of death to a ttain immortality: 
l11•1 cules' fight was a very popular theme; v. 
'' '"l Aconite; 6. as a bitch with the symbols of 
1h1· Great Goddess it may have been a Calen-
1l11d1east: it is sometimes represented as a 
lioness a lynx (autumn) and a sow; v. Seasons; 
I Da1:te: tormentor of the gluttonous and in-
111111inent souls. 
Ctlfes 

I . the Great Goddess of fertility (= Deme
h'1, Tellus Mater, Gea, Cybele, etc.) as ripe ma-
111111. looking for the maiden (Kor.e) of future 
11'1 tility; 'Ceres'= 'creatrix'; 2. adored alone, or 
with Cerus· her main festival in Rome was the 
t 1·rcalia (April 12- 19): a secret fest ival of 
women, enacting the loss of Kore, or the union 
111 Kore and Hades (as Underground king of 
l1•1tility); in other parts her fest ival was the 
I lcusinian Mysteries, where her love affairs 
wit h several gods (e.g. Zeus) were enacted by 
working a phallic object up and down a wo-
11111n ·stop-boot (v. Shoe= vulva); Brino-Iacchus 
w11' then (re-)born; 3. her emblems are: a. an 
1·111 of corn; b. a column = phallic love; c. a 
1l11lphin = the sea (from which Aphrodite was 
h11111: another incarnation of the Great God-

''''"). 
ffflUS 

I. Aphrodite's magic girdle: I . it was made 
hy llephaestus and it caused everybody who 
•.1w it to fall in Jove with the wearer; it fell off 
when she made love with Ares; 2. it is related to 
1111 the famous jewelry in mythology (e.g. the 
11111~ic necklace of Brisingamen, q.v.): it repre
~l'llU fert ility (always of matter and spirit); v. 
11!;0 Girdle, for Isis' girdle; 3. another curious 

chain 

combination of chastity with fertility (a binary 
combination), comparable to cases of pure 
phallic worship demanding strict continence, in
stead of the orgies one usually associates with 
similar festivities; 4. E. Spenser: Florirnel wears 
the same symbol of chastity and virtue ("Faery 
Queen", Bks. 3 and 4); 

11. boxer's glove: Greek and Roman boxers 
used a glove of leather and metal, which was 
meant to harden, rather than soften , the blow; 
no relation with the preceding. 
Cetus 

I. = the Sea Monster, or the Whale: the con
stellation situated below Pisces and Aries; 2. 
named after the sea-monster sent by Neptune 
to devour Andromeda and slain by Perseus; in 
the sky, too, she is pursued by it; 3. sailors 
consider it an enemy. 
chaff 

I. the ungodly: they are like 'ch~ff which 
the wind(= time) driveth away": Ps. I, 4;also 
35, 5, etc.; 2. barrenness: conceive chaff and 
bring forth stubble: Isa. 33, 11; 3. multitude: 
of oppressors: Isa. 29, 5; 4 . flight: the nations 
"shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains 
before the wind": Isa. 17, 13; 5. transitoriness: 
"Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the 
silver, and the gold , broken to pieces together, 
and became like the chaff of the summer 
threshing-floors; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them": Dan. 
2, 35; 6. folklore: a. divination: on an impor
tant Eve at midnight, the barn-doors are left 
open and the chaff is riddled; if you are des
tined to die in that year, a coffin, carried by 
two bearers, will be seen passing the doors; b. 
"You cannot catch an old bird with chaff': 
proverb. c. it curiously makes the best fire to 
melt gold (Pliny: 33, 29). 
chain 

I . Egypt ian hier.: 3 links, formed by 2 inter
twining lines, with a 4th open at the bottom: 
duality: a. =Caduceus (q.v.); b. (general) bonds 
a nd communication; c. the universe ' linked up': 
the Deists' " Great Chain of Bemg", linking God 
through a hierarchy to man, and furth<!r down 
10 animals, and even inert matter; what appears 
evil to man ha-s a place in that chain; 2. binding: 
a bond(age); freed slaves hung their chains in 
trees, in cypress-groves, sacred to Hebe, the re: 
juvcnating dawn-spring goddess; b. matrimony: 
also cosmic of heaven and earth; v. 4; c. blood
relatio~s; ct'. conquest; 3 . connection: 'conjunc
tio' (of opposites); 4 . ladder to heaven : a. Zeus 
ha s a chain tied to his throne, by which he pulls 
men up to heaven; b. Lug(h)'s cha in: the Milky 
Way (q.v. and Bridge); 5. supporting: a. securi-
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chair 

ty; ~· j us tice: the Chain of Jus tice hung in a 
~aehc ch1ers ha ll: anyo ne w ho wanted a hear· 
mg had to sha ke it; 6 . the f etters of: a . destiny: 
~· an attribute of Ananke, goddess of fate; b. 

f' or so the whole ro und eart h is every way 
Bo und by go ld chains about the feet of God": 

come into tha t ho use again ; b. a chair knocked 
over .by a g irl may spoil her chances of gettini• 
m arried. 
chalcedony 

Tenn yson ("The Passing o f Art hur"); b . the 
wmds: ( Norse) a cha in o f 700 links had the 
power to fette r t he w inds; c. of martyrdom: 7. 
psych .: social a nd psychic int egrati on ; 

8. "Chained Gods": a. Prom etheus; b. A n· 
d rom cda ; c. Loki was cha ined to the rock by 
the in testines of his son {killed by Vali, w ho 
had been cha nged into a wolf by the gods) 
while a s nake d ripped po iso n o n him ; his 
spasms caused earth-quakes (he was a lso t he 
god of f1'.°e ); d. the World -wolf Fe nrir : v. Wolf ; 
9. a cha m round. the neck : a. chains of gold 
were . already ms1gma of merit among the 
E&)'.Pllans and Babylo nians; cf. Dan. 5, 7; b. 
instructio n of t he fa t her and law of t he mother : 
He brew ornam ents, often a cha in of moon· 
shaped amulets (Prov. I, 8f.); c. the molten 
!mages of Isa . 4 1, 29 were probably chained 
ido ls: so they could no t be sto len or walk off t o 
o th1:r nations; d. gold cha ins were given as a n 
~war~ fo r brave ry by Lo uis XI of France, to 
bind the man to him ; 10. her.: the refusa l ever 

to wear a chain of infam y o r hum iliat ion ; 11. 
W. B lake : the Bod y, t he material F lesh: Los 
broke the fe tters. 
cha ir 

. I . pa use, rest •. old age: "When sapless age 
and weak una ble hmbs, Sho uld bring t hy fa the r 
to his d rooping cha ir ... ": I H6 4, 5; 2. throne 
(q.v;~ : a. autho r ity , sovereignty; b. judgm ent : a. 
th~ Chau of O rder" in St. George 's Chapel in 
~md.sor: ;er.. w.~v . 5, 5; b. V. Cor. 3, 3: t he 

chau of Justice ; c. t he cha ir of sta te : H8 4 , J . 
c. the n~vel of the eart h, t he Cen tre (q.v.); 3_' 
the Cha JI o f f'orgetfulness: in Hades, in which 
The.seus a nd Pcnthous were he ld: Apollodorus 
( Ep1t. .1. 24); 4 . a vacant cha ir: a . absence o f 
~uthort~y; b. o f the deceased, o r his ghost: c f. 

a nq uo s ghost in Mac.; c. hono ur and respect 
for . ~omeone absent ; d. Hebrew : a. Elijah 's 
cha ir .• b. t~e priest Eh , at hearing t he sad news 
o f his son s dea th and the loss of the ark fell 
backwards fro m hi s sea t a nd broke his nec'k: 1 
Sam. 4 , 18; ' 

" 5 . a silver chair : of the moo n ( Diana) : 
Qu~n and huntress, chaste and fa ir, Now t he 

sun is .la id to s leep, Seat ed in thy silver cha ir . 
~~ate m wonted manner keep": B. Jonson 
( Cynt hia's Revels" 5 , 3 ) ; 6 . folklore: a. it is 
unlucky for a visito r , while leaving t he ho use 
to p ut the cha ir aga inst t he wall: he w ill nevc; 
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I . a group o f m ine rals compr ising aga t c 
bloodsto ne, carnelian, onyx, etc.; 2. it has al ' 
ways been t he sto ne most used for engraving; 3. 
wards off melancho ly; 4. g ives contentment ; 5 
a secre t praye.r; 6 . open righteo usness; 7. 
m o nth: , (som etimes) June (e.g. Hebrew); 8. 
day: 8 o clock a t nigh t. 
cha lice 

I. sacramen t; 2 . intui tion, prudence, wis 
d om:. a superio r fo rm of t he ca uld ron (q.v.), 
especially when ho lding wine; 3. fa ith : v. 6 c·4 
sym bo l of containm ent : fer t ility, the fem,inln~ 
prmc 1.ple, reprod uctive ene rgy; 5. so urce of life: 
especially when holding water; but also as t he 
~u~ce. of spiritua l life: v. 6, c; 6 . Christian : a. 
m Chr1slJan rites: Christ's g rave; his h uman na· 
tu re; h.is suffer ing (in the Garden); b. at the 
foo t of the Cross = the sam e as t ha t o f the La st 
Supper = the H. G rail; c. with Chr ist 's blood : 
~crif1ce, redemptio n; attr. of Eccl esia; d. in 
icons: also represents Sy nagog ue; e. often takes 
t he place o f the Tree of Life: e .g. w ith the deer 
qucnc!ting .its thirst; f. with a serpent rising 
fro m 1t: po ison leaving it: v. Serpent N 6 b· 7 
just ice : " th is even-handed just ice co:ii ~~d~ 
t he ingredients of o ur po isoned chalice To our 
own lips": Mac. I , 7; 

. 8. folk lore: a. power of healing and a curse: 
m case of t heft the thie f will a lways com e to 
gnef; b. as it is rela ted to the serpent it can be 
used to cure t he wound of the serpent. 
cham ber 

I. the cham bers or deat h in He ll: Prov. 7, 
2 7; 2. the cham bers o f the South = the South· 
e~n Cross : Job 9 , 9 ; 3 . " Who layeth t he beams of 
his cha m bers in the wate r": God ( Ps . I 04 
~); 4 . shelter : (agains t Yahweh's w rath); 

Come, my people, enter tho u into thy cham
l>e~s, a nd shut t hy doors abo ut thee" : Isa. 26, 
20 , 5. secrecy : (of th e fa lse Christ s, when they 
5'.1Y) ','beho!~· he is in t he secret cham bers, be
lieve 1t no t : Matth . 24, 26 ; 6. o f imagery (= 
idols): "Son of man, hast thou seen wha t the 
a ncients of t he house of Israel do in t he dark 
every man in the chambers of his imagery?"; 
Eze. 8, 12; 7. capita l c ity: " Welcom e, sweet 
pr ince, to Lo ndo n, to yo ur cham ber": R3 3 I . 
chameleon ' 

l · Pliny (28, 29) informs us, tha t Democri· 
tu.s .had wr itten .a wh~le book about t he super
s ~ 1 ~ 1ons. concerning this a nimal o nly; 2. ada pta· 
b1hty : 1t changes colo ur with its surro undings: 
Ovid (Mc ta m. 15, 4 1 2) ; according to Plu tarch 

thr 11•,1111 or its being full of air inside; it also 
t 1111h lnr timid ity; a ttr. of Capability; 3. it can 

11~1 1111 air: " ... tho ugh the cham eleon Love can 
I 111 1111 air ... ": Gent. 2, I; a lso Ham. 3, 2; v. 
lhhl (Metam. 15, 4 11); 4. therefore : the 
1111h11l or love; 5. such a curious a nimal cannot 

h111 111' potent: a. it brings down a Hawk flying 
11~11 It, h. in com pounds (and parts of its body 
1• 111111lcts) it can make one invisible, put ser· 
~ 1111, 111 sleep, overcom e enemies o r the effect 
11 l11v1• philtres, etc. 

•h• mplgnon 
''"llkion : t hr ives on dung in t he dark . 

• h• 11911hng 
(11/Alore: any child which is abnormally ugly 

111 •I ll Jlld, or has a strangely mean character, 
111.11· he suspected of being a changeli ng : fi ne 
h111111111 babies a rc stolen by fair ies or witches 
I\\ h11 will do anything to get such a ch ild) and 
111· 1l'placcd by child ren of their own. 

I h lHll 

I . the pristine stage of as yet unorganized 
• 11".1111111, containing a ll opposing forces; 2 . 
t I I 'tehe.m ': a . fro m it arose Rahab (which 
""' •il so its symbol, and caught in a ne t by 
'.1hwl'11) a nd the na tions; b . in Daniel the fol· 
lu1111111 beas ts arose from it : a lion, leopard, 
111 .11. and a 'fourth' (Ch. 7); in Rev. (13, 2ff.) 
thl' '!'our' have b ecome one; v. also Beast ; c . 
11111• Yahweh had conquered the monster of 

1111' deep, it was his servant: Yahweh will find 
hi- 1·ncmies "though t hey be hid from m y sigh t 
111 the bottom of t he sea, thence will I com· 
1111111d t he serpent, and he shall liite them": 
\111m 9. 3; 3. BJbylon: Tiamat: it produced the 
""' 'crpent , the dragon, t he monster, the giant 
111111, the m ad dog, the giant scorpio n , gigantic 
•1111 ms, the fish-man, and t he dragon-fish; 4 . 
1•11•1'11.: the unconsc ious, or t he sta te preceding 
II , ~. death of religion and moralit y: " Lo, thy 
1111'.rd cm pire, Chaos! is restored ; Light dies be· 
1111~ thy uncreating word": Pope ("Du nciad" 
11, 6. m an: "Chaos of t ho ught and passion, all 

111111 used; St ill by himself abused or d isa
lorwd": Pope ("Essay o n Man", Ep. 2); 7. ab· 
'''rrcc of love: " Perd ition catch my soul, But I 
1111 love t hee! and when I love thee not , Chaos is 
111mc aga in": 0 th . 3, 3; 8 . a/ch.: a. prime mat· 
lt•r, fro m w hich the lapis must be form ed ; b . 
lh1· soul of the world ('protohyle'); 9. v. Go.Jse 
1111 t he Chaos-goose, Abyss, Water, etc . 
1hepel 

I . !he Green Chapel: an Arthuria n legend: 
Irr "Sir Gawain and the G reen Knight" the lat· 
1t•r\ head is struck off at his own challenge, 
which is repeated by his Severed Head (q.v.) : 
Su Gawa in must expect t he same blow when he 

chariot 

sha ll m eet the Knight in t he Green Chapel and 
die at the New Y car; he stayed with the Green 
Knight a nd his wife for t hree days, had lo un
dergo a ' test' and came off 'miraculously' with 
a slight wound in the neck (i nstead of the usual 
emascula tio n, q.v.), beca use he had received a 
safeguarding scarf from the Knight's wife ; the 
year was a half-year (v. Sacred King and Calen· 
dar), because t he Green Kn ight's emblem was 
t he Ho lly Bush (winter), and Gawain was an 
oak-knight (sum mer); 2. the Chapel Perilous : it 
was built by Queen Brangemore, and she was 
buried under t he altar; every night a Black 
Hand murdered any kn ight (=sun-ray) who en· 
tered the chapel, until the Hand was disabled 
by Gawain (or Percival): only the purest knight 
(sun-spr ing) could break the spell of the Hand 
(darkness-winter); v. Malo ry (Morte D'Arthur 6, 
15) ; 3. It/. Blake: a. Reason, where innocent 
Joys (flowers) becom e materia lized (graves); b. 
of Love. 
Chapl in, Charlie 

children's rhymes: I. relate his disastrous 
encounters with the physical world around him; 
2. re late his teaching (the lad ies of France) i.ow 
to dance. 
charger 

I . a vessel; Lat. 'carricatorium' =utensil for 
loading; 2. J ohn the Bapt ist's head was offered 
to Sa lome on a charger: Matth. )4, 8; 3. v. 
Vessel. 
chariot 

I. war, co nquest, authority: with horses, 
t hey arc the instruments of (physica l) war, 
which one sho uld no t trust so much as the 
name of t he Lord (Psalms); they may be cast in 
a deep sleep at God's rebuke: Ps. 76, 6; 2. vehi· 
cle of deity: v. 5, 6, etc.; 3. clouds or winds in 
na ture-sym bolism ; 4 . psych .: t he Self = the 
hum an body in its transitory aspect: the horses 
= life-force, the reins = in telligence and will· 
power; 5. the Wheel of t he Sun: a . God 's throne 
in Ezekiel's vision, in w hich the Calendar-god 
was seated , with fo ur wheel s = 4 years (v. Cal· 
endar); b . Apollo-Helios; Adonai; c. the death 
of sun-kings often came about by a chariot· 
race: e.g. Oenomaus in Gr..:ek mythology; in the 
Bible since Solo m on: Ahab , Josiah, (I Kings 
22, 30ff.), etc. ; v. King, Sacred - ; cf. Ishtar, 
trying to seduce Gilgamesh, offers him a chariot 
of lapis lazuli and gold ; d . sun-fire: the dynamic 
power of the ' m oving' spiritualized mind, de
pending on t he phenomenal world of matter, 
colour, t raction, e tc .; or the hero' s body con· 
sumed in t he service of the so ul (cf. 5, c); e. i n 
chario t-races the course was traversed 12 times: 
e.g. Pindar (Olymp. Odes 2, 50); 
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Chariot, The -(Tarot) 

6. Christian: a. Christ: v. Axle-tree; b. the 
Catholic Church: the militant ch urch on earth· 
c. the vehicle of angels riding through the sky; 
d. terror : the Canaanites in chariots; e. the char
iot of Love: SoS 3, 9ff.;.f. the chariot of salva
tion: Habakkuk 3, 8; 7. Neptune's golden char
iot made the storms subside; 8. for the quadriga 
in relation to the Seasons: v. number Four; 9. a 
chariot of a hazel-nut : Queen Mab's: Rom. J, 4; 
10. W. Blake: Leutha's chariot: the body, as a 
vehicle of Emanations. 
Chariot, The - (Tarot) 

1. the 7th card of the Solar Way (v. Tarot, 
and Cards for the variety of presentation); 2. 
represented: a. as a youth in cuirass, with 5 
gold studs; on his shoulders there are two 
moons; he h!)lds a sceptre; his chariot is blue, 
with red wheels, and a winged globe inside; it is 
drawn by amphisbaenas (q.v.); b. a conquering 
king in a chariot, drawn by a white and a black 
sphinx (mercy and justice, etc.); 3. denotes: a. 
power, potency; complete control over carnal 
and spiritual urges; b. majesty, triumph~nt king
ship; c. the higher principles of man's nature 
defending themselves (successfully) against the 
lower forces: with a cuirass, the weapon, the 
sword , etc.; d . binary: with victory of the posi
tive: good v. evil, etc., in which the evil is subju
gated (the amphisbaena, the sphinxes, etc.); the 
absolute (blue) carried by the relative (red); 4. 
Mercury as messenger of Mars; Osiris' solar 
chariot ; according to o thers he is Neptune (with 
moons on his shoulders); or Gemini/Sagittarius; 
5. divination: number 7 or 8. 
Charlie 

I. a sta nding taunting-rhyme for a boy 
called Charlie: "Charlie, Charlie , chuck, chuck, 
chuck, Went to bed with . three young ducks"; 
2. v. Chaplin. 
chasuble 

I. L. 'little house': "a dress which covers the 
man completely, like a little house": for chasti
ty and protection; 2. Christian: Christ's love, as 
it reminds us of: a. the robe ordered to be put 
on him by Pilate; b. the 'seamless garment' for 
which the soldiers cast lots. 
cheek 

1. turn the other cheek when one is struck 
instead of striking back: Christ's teachi~ 
(Matth. 5, 39); 2. a pole cheek: melancholy: 
"She never told her love, But Jet concealment, 
like a worm i' the bud, Feed on her damask 
cheek": Tw. N. 2, 4; 3. rosy cheeks: youth: 
"Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and 
cheeks Within his bending sickle's compass 
come": Sonn. 116; 4. swollen cheeks: the 
winds as represented on old maps: "To tear with 
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thunder the wide cheeks o' th' air": Cor. 5 , 3; 
and " Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks": 
Lear 3, 2;5. v.Jaw. 
cheese 

I. cheese-making: an activity related to sex
uality: Daphnis tells Chloe (ch. 3) he is a c
cepted as a son-in-law by Dryas, while she is 
making cheese; 2. folklore : a. aids digestion: 
"Why, my cheese, my digestion, why hast thou 
not served thyself in to my table so many 
meals?": Troil. 2, 3 (Achilles to Thersites) ; 1b. 
bread and cheese and kisses are the bachelor's 
fare: proverb; food of the Gr. athletes till 
Dromeus introduced meat for them: Pausan. (6, 
7); c. for Groaning Cheese: v. Cake (Folklore). 
chequers 

I. duality: I. effort to 'check' irrational im
pulses; be guided by reason and intellect (esp. 
when oc~onal); 2. the heraldic lozenge: dy
namic interaction (instead of counterpoise) of 
the two elements; 3. a harlequin dress: v. Harle
quin: 11. a chequer-board: 1. a field of love and 
battle (v. Chess); 2. the vicissitudes of life· all 
opposites: "'Tis all a Chequer-board of Ni&!tts 
and Days Where Destiny with Men for Pieces 
plays": E. FitzGerald's transl. of 0 . Khayyam. 
cherry 

I. the fruit: 1. merriment ; 2. virginity, fixed 
epithet for lips; 3. fruitfulness; 4. Rome: one of 
the fruits of Ceres; 5. Christian; a. a fruit of 
Paradise; b. Mary in her condition wanted ber
ries and cherries, and asked Joseph to get 
them; he answered she had better ask him who 
had put her in that condition: the cherry-tree 
bent then; e.g. the ballad "The Cherry-Tree 
Carol"; 

II. the tree: I. protects against evil; 2. the 
Great Divine Spirit; 3. education; 4. her.: hu
mility, riches, hospitality; 5. related to the 
cuckoo (q.v.); 
. IIJ. cherry-blossom: I. Spring, April; 2. spir
itual and feminine beauty; 3. short-lived pleas
ures; 4. willingness to fight a noble cause; 

IV. cherry-stone: 1. listed with hair nail
parings, etc. as used in witchcraft: Err. 4', J; 2. a 
children's game consisted o f throwing cherry
stones into a hole: ref. Tw. N. 3, 4, 
cherub 

1. repr~sented: A. Egypt: many-winged and 
co~e.red with e~es, symbolizing the night-sky, 
religion, and Vigilance; B. Ezekiel's "Living 
Creatures" (the most famous description): 4 
faces, 4 'straight' feet (prob. one leg each, with 
4 feet in each direction): like the sole of a 
"calrs foot" (= round), "sparkling like brass"; 
they had 4 wings: 2 joined together, and 2 to 
cover their bodies; with fire "going up and 

1l11wn" among them, and lightning going out; 
lh1•ar fieriness connects them with the Wheel of 
1111' Solar year; they were blue or yellow in col-
11111 (the sky), their eyes symbolized omni
" knee; their wings: divine nature and speed; 
thrlr four heads: v. also Tetramorph ; C. there 
w1·rc also two-faced cherubs (man and lion), 
... purated by palms; they were found in Eze
kk·l's temple (41, 18f.) and may have been in
•111rcd by Assurbanipal's palace, where winged 
Jrn ii fructified the tree of life; D. the Accadian 
'kAribu' is half-bull, half-man ; his function was 
•lrnilar to that of the Sphinx in Egypt and the 
S1 nrpions in the Gilgamesh-epic guarding the 
M.1 ~u-mountain ; E. more modern representa
lluns: beautiful women: youth and innocence; 

2. guardian: a. Assyria: at the entrance of 
lrrnplcs and palaces: 'keepers of the threshold'; 
h Hible: at the East Gate of the Garden of 
I 1kn, armed with a "flaming sword which 
1111 ncd every way" (= lightning): connected 
wilh the Calendar Wheel; 3. vigilance: they 
wrrc completely covered with eyes; 4. execu-
1111~ of God's will; 5. (messengers of) Divine 
W1~dom, knowledge, orac-ular: a. "I see a cher-
11h that sees them": Ham. 4, 3; b. the two 
wooden statues in the 'oracle' of the Temple 
w1•rc made of olive wood: 1 Kings 7, 23; 6. 
11•lcstial accusers: a. "And pity ... or heaven's 
1 hmubim, horsed Upon the sightless couriers of 
lhc air, Shall blow the horrid deed in every 
rye": Mac. 1, 7; b. W. Blake: v. below; 7. 
111uunt of Yahweh: v. next; 8. storm , or cloud, 
111111cls: "And he rode upon a cherull, and did 
fly, yea, he did fly upon the wings of the 
wind": Ps. 18, 10; also 2 Sam. 22, 11, etc.; 9. 
1hc cherubim on the Ark: a. they were cut in 
1rlicf on the Mercy Seat, so not contradictory to 
the prohibition of making statues of "what is in 
lll'aven": they were 'graven', not with the usual 
111ldition of 'molted', used when talking about 
l1lols (e.g. the Golden Calf); furthermore 
'rnrvcd' cherubs and pahn-trees and opening 
llowers were used all around in the first temple 
lur decoration; b. from many texts it appears 
1hut also the Cherubim of the Ark of the Cove-
1111nt were meant to symbolize stormy, cloudy 
•kles, with lightning; 

10. her.: a. dignity, glory, high position , 
hunour; b. cherub '= a wjnged angel's- head : 
l11vcliness, softness; 11. W. Blake: a. the ac-
111i.er ; b. male restraint by Reason and Logic, 
Impairing sexual enjoyment (as guardian of the 
1 ll'e of Life and Love); the intellect as the op-
1~11ite of the Seraph =love; c. covering cherub: 
•lcrilc knowledge, false doctrine (Eze. 28, 14; 
1 x. 25, 20): taking the outward form for the. 

chestnut 

real thing; d. the Visible Church; e. the Cupid
like reduction: he was born as a (helpless) 
'fiend hid in the cloud', children of a loveless 
marriage are "the abhorred birth of cherubs in 
human form", etc.; 12. D. Thomas: a. cherub 
winds: v. Cheek, Swollen - : cherub heads on 
old maps; b. cherub time: baptism ("It is the 
sinners' dust-tongued bell") . 
chess 

1. the entertainment, where the two sexes 
could meet on equal terms: playing chess was 
.even recommended by the laws of courtly love: 
a. Ferdinand and Miranda are 'discovered' play
ing chess in Tp. 5, I; b. vain Bianca is seduced 
by the Duke of Florence, while her mother-in
law plays chess in "Women beware Women" by 
T. Middleton; c. King Mark plays chess under 
the window of the tower where his wife (La 
beale lsoud) had hidden her lover , Tristram: 
Malory (M.d'A. 9, 16); 2. Celtic: in one legend 
Midir challenged Eochaid OUathair to a game of 
chess with his wife (summer-maid or moon
goddess) as the stake (and lost); 3. T.S. Eliot: 
related to sexual routine (e.g. the pun on 
'mate') mthout essential contact (= 'speech'); it 
is followed by an abortion added in the second 
part (loss of fertility) and insensitiveness ('lid
less eyes'): "The Waste Land" (Prt. II). 
chest 

I. related to fertility Mysteries: a. of Osiris: 
his coffin with plants growing from it and the 
image of the (ithyphaUic) god in it: the image 
was made of soil and grains were put in it that 
sprouted after a while; b. Demeter sat on a 
chest (= earth), sometimes encircled by the 
earth or ocean snake; c. from Dionysus' chest 
rose a snake; d. Yahweh's Ark contained Moses' 
staff (vegetation + snake), manna, and the Ta
bles of the Law (cf. Demeter as Thesmophoros 
= Dual world-order of death - resurrection, 
etc.); 2. the Ark in which the New Year child 
(the future Sun-king) is set adrift: Moses; Ado
nis, as a child in a chest, fell in the hands of 
Proserpine, and thus became her male replica 
(cf. Astarte and Adonis); v. Ark; the 'ship' in 
which Deucalion survived is described as a 
'larnax' (= chest) e.g. in Apollodorus (l, 7, 2); 
often made of the wood of the axle-tree (q.v.) ; 
3. these stories may have originated in a histori
cal event (emigration or flight), or by the 'sail
ing' of the sun and moon across the sky; 4. = 
the coffin in which the dead were buried: death 
and resurrection: v. 1, a. 
chestnut · 

I. foresight: the fruit was gathered to feed 
the poor in winter; 2. sensuality., voluptuous
ness: "Castaneasque nuces quas Amaryllis ama-
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cheveri l 

bat" (Amaryllis = the typical country-girl): 
Vergil (Eel. 2, 52); this line is quoted twice by 
Ovid (De Arte Am. 2, 267 and 3, 83); 3. Rome: 
connected with plebeians (Pliny 16, 15); 4. ob
stinate durability: when cut it grows even more 
luxuriously than the willow (Pliny 17, 34); 5. 
0.T. magic: "chestnut"(= A.V. for 'plane-tree') 
was used by Jacob lo get m ottled cattle: Gen. 
30, 37; 6. Christian: chastity, triumph over the 
temptations of the nesh ; 7. as fuel: does not 
burn in the .hearth. 
cheveril 

1. a kind of k id-leather that was elastic and 
came easily inside out when being pulled off: 
ref. Tw. N. 3, I ; 2. conscience: because of its 
e lasticity: HS 2, 3. 
chichivache 

a fabu lo us animal (generally a cow through 
misreading of the Fr. = 'chicheface' = 'li tt le 
face') that lived only on patient women, and so 
was all sk in and bones, since there arc so few to 
be fo und. 

·chicken 
! . cowardice; 2. effeminacy; 3. related to 

gold: its limbs stirred in melted gold absorb 
the gold completely; 4. its broth cures venom
ous bites and many diseases; smearing oneself 
with it protects one against lio ns and panthers. 
chicory 

I . it owes its magic properties to its blue 
nowers: v. Blue (E, 8); it is an emblem of Fru
gality; 2. folklore: a. it makes the owner invisi
ble; it removes warts; b. it opens locks; when 
the hero opens rocks with it, he finds wealth 
inside, but he usually forgets the !lower and 
comes to grief; c. its juice, rubbed in , may pro
cure favours from great persons: Pliny (20, 30). 
child 

I. I. innocence, 'angels', purity: "A child of 
pure unclouded brow And dreaming eyes of 
wonder": L. Carroll ("Through the Looking
Glass", introd.); 2. pristine and irrational con
cept of life; 3. beginning, spring, dawn: "The 
childhood shows the man, As morning shows 
the day": Milton (Par. Reg. 4, 220); 4. unity 
with nature, lost in later life: "The child is fa
ther to the man": Wordsworth ("My heart leaps 
up"); 5. ignorance: " The best horse needs 
breaking, and the aptest child needs teaching": 
proverb; 6. ingratitude: a constantly recurring 
theme, e.g. " How sharper than a serpent's tooth 
it is To have a thankless child": Lr. 1, 4 ; 7. 
grief: in Shakespeare it is often represented as a 
child, it is 'engendered' by some 'forefather' 
gr ief, of which one is 'delivered', which is of 
'monstrous birth', is 'nursed'; e.g. "Grief fills 
the room up of my absent child": K. John 3, 
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4 ; also R2 2, 2, pass.; 8. forgetfulness (and for
giveness): "Old men will die, and children soon 
forget": proverb; 9. future, fertility; 10. the 
mystic child teaches wisdom (e.g. Jesus and the 
scribes), solves ridd les, and liberates the world 
from chthonic or spiritual monsters; cf. Jung 
below; 11 . the mystic Centre (q.v.); 

12. a/ch.: (esp. when wearing a crown or 
royal garments) the 'lapis': t he identification of 
the 'god within us', the eternal part of man; 13. 
psych.: (Jung) a. it represents the preconscious , 
the childhood aspect of the collective psyche; 
its function for modern man is, to compensate 
or correct the inevitable one-sidedness and ex
travagance of the co nscious mind; its occurrence 
in the ind ividual signifies an anticipation of fu
ture developments; it is a mediator, a bringer of 
healing, one who makes whole; it is the product 
of the heaven-earth conjunction; as this god or 
hero-child is a psychic genesis, it has an abnor
mal birth (e.g. Virgin birth), and its early diffi
cul t ics show the difficulty of attaining this 
wholeness, and the powerlessness and helpless
ness of the life-urge (strong and weak at the 
same tim e); it is a lso often protected by animals 
(the world of instinct); to the primitive mind 
they are often (agri-)cultural heroes; the child is 
hermaphroditizcd, it is birth and rebirth al 
once, the beginning and the end; b. v. also 
Dwarf; 14. literary references: A. W. Blake: a. 
Jesus = Innocence; b. the Spirit of Poetry; B. 
R.M. Rilke: absolute inspiration, strength , har
mony and completeness in t imelessness, only 
the presen t, and thus approaching angels; C. 
T.S. l::tiot: unfulfi lled desire + nostalgic memo
ries of untainted joy: v. "Waste Land": sledding 
m Prt. I; D. D. Thomas: "the secret child": 
o ne's inner self; cf. 12; J 5. 'children of dark
ness': in Crete those who were still confined to 
women's quarters, and had not yet been given 
arms and liberty by the priestess-mother; 

II. Childbirth: v. Birth; 
Ill. Child-sacrifice or killing: I. the killing of 

the substitute Child-king, e.g. Hercules, in his 
'madness' killing his children, Pele us, etc.; its 
bei~g a king, even if for one day only, ensures 
Jts immortality; b. children were killed because 
o f a prediction that a child which is born at a 
certain time (his own child, or his daughter's 
son, or his nephew) will kill the king (by de
throning him) : e.g. Christ's contemporaries, 
Arthur killing a ll the May children; one general
ly escapes (e.g. Mordred) and kills him in the 
end, often 'accidentally', e.g. with a disk (= the 
course of the sun); the child is often exposed, 
e.g. Oedipus, or an ill-born shepherd's child is 
sacrificed instead, in nature-symbolism repre-

"'ntmg the New sun killing the Old; c. the sacr-
1111c of the first-born children (v. Sacrifice) was 
11111 only practised in the Near East, but also .in 
c .111hage. and probably underlies the myth of 
Minotaur: in a bull-headed Moloch-<>ven, like 
th1· one in Carthage, they were killed to cure 
h.11 rcnncss, to ensure health, good fortune, and 
~rn~ral fertility; another reason is reincarna-
1111n . if the son is the reincarnation of the fa
tl11•r, then killing him guarantees the father's life 
ttl'latcd to b); moreover, first-born children 
h.tVl' a special sanctity, which makes their sacri-
11«' so much more efficacious; wherever it is 
th1· custom for women to enjoy promiscuity 
l11'1ore marriage, the first-bo rn is probably ille
~l1 1111a1e; infanticide was practised in Druidism, 
11~ well as among Semitic peoples, Egypt, 
1,11•1•cc. and Rome; d. sometimes child-sacrifices 
w1•1c on ly required in times of war; e. child
v111h who died yo ung (e.g. Tammuz, Attis, Ado
nh, llaldur, etc.): the Branch, who dies when he 
111111ts to cut himself free from his mother in 
111utriarchal societies; psychologically explained 
lhl\ means consciousness trying to free itself 
I 111111 the unconscious: only through incest 
1h•,1ving the earthly part behind) can he 
t11·)~ain immortality; it was also consciousness 
1h,1t made Adam mortal; v. Hero and King; 

IV. the New Year Child: the future Sun
" 111hty-hcro, usually found in a basket-ark , or 
111111mg to an island from a n unknown place: v. 
i-11111. Ark; 

V. folklore: I . anything done IC! or by a 
I hilt! for the first time iS ominous (eating, being 
h11thcd, kissed, etc.) and must be accompanied 
hV due precautions; 2. a posthumous child has 
lll',1llng power; 3. weighing the baby is danger
""~ (ominous spell of numbers and a for m of 
'hnhrls', 'boasting' before the gods); 4. a man 
lw1•1•ts girls only through hard drinking (prover
hll11ly), but Falstaff says, that no drinking and 
111.111y fish-meals, give a man "a kind of male 
v11·1·11-sickness; and then when they marry, they 
l"''I wenches": 2H4 4, 3; 5. " let not a child 
•h«•11 on bones"(= on the nurse's lap): proverb; 
h lc.1r of precocity: "a man at 16 will prove a 
' hlhl al 60": proverb. 
C"hlmaera 

I a mythological monster (described e.g. in 
llVld: Metam. 9, 647): a fire-breathing lion's 
lw,111, goat's body {'chimaira' =she-goat), and a 
111,wm's tail, flames issuing from the eyes; in 
111 It is often a lion with a goat's head; a mon-
1111 of barrenness, which "devastated the coun

lty nnd harried the cattle" ; 2. it was k illed by 
lh•llt'rophon, riding over it on Pegasus: Homer 
Ill (), 18 1 ); 3. lio n, goat, and serpent were the 

Chr istmas 

symbols of the Great Goddess, and Calendar
symbols (v. Seasons); 4. cunning; 5. to Chris
tianity: the Evil spirit (in complex form). 
chimney-sweep 

1. W. Blake: infant degradation and misery; 
2. folklore: (black, and connected with fire and 
hearth:) a. very lucky to meet by chance: bow 
to him and greet him; b. it is extremely lucky 
for a bride to meet one, especially if he offers 
good wishes and walks along a bit of the way: 
he is related to soot and ashes, w hich are re
lated to fe rtility (primitive predatory cultiva
t ion and fe rt ilization by jungle-fire);c. children's 
lore: "Easter weaver, chimney sweeper, 
Had a wife and couldn't keep her, Had another, 
didn't love her, Up the chimney he did shove 
her"; d. another relation to fe rtility is his k ind 
of work: a phallic climbing into the vulva
chimney. 
China 

1. an attractive woman: "What in our pri
vate language we describe as a fine piece of 
china": J. Braine: "Room at the Top"; 2. land 
of cheats: "My lady is a Cataian": Tw. N. 2, 3; 
Cathay = Chlna. 
chive 

I. growing from onion-like bulbs, its leaves 
are used to flavour soup, etc.; preserved in oil 
they are good for the voice (Nero ate them); 2. 
astrol.: related to Mars. 
Chloe 

1. the 'blond' woman: Demeter; henc.-e a 
rustic (often robust, and a t the same time cun
ning) girl; 2. many slaves, or women liberated 
from slavery, had that name. 
chocolate 

an aphrodisiac. 
chough 

1. housing Arthur's so11l; t herefore it is 
very unlucky (sacrilegious even) to kill them;· 
the same about the raven, q.v.; 2. by the name 
of 'sea<rows' they are sacred to the death-god 
Cronus, and were fou nd on Calypso's "Blessed 
Island"; 3. political prattle: "I myself could 
make A chough of as deep chat": Tp. 2, I; also 
All'sW. 4, 1. 
Christmas 

I. folklore: l. white: a prosperous year; 2. 
cloudy, green, or hot: fills the churchyard ; 3. 
sun shining through the trees: much fruit; 4. "If 
the ice will bear a man before Christmas, it will 
not bear a goose after": proverb; 

IL Christmas Fool: o ne of the relics of the 
celebrat ion of a festiva l comparable to the 
Roman Saturnalia (q .v.): in the Christmas plays 
he is beheaded by his rival and rises up again 
mira culously unhurt; cf. Chapel (for Sir Gawain 
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chrysalis 

and the Green Knight), and King, Sacred-; 
Ill. Christmas tree: as an evergreen it 

symbolizes enduring life and renewed life : a. 
fertility; b. resurrection, immortality; c . sun
tree; d. the kind of tree: I. Rome: laurel and 
bay at the Calends of January; 2. Christian: 
holly, ivy, mistletoe, rosemary , bay, laurel, 
and any other green plant; e. folklore: I. it is 
unlucky to bring it into the· house before 
Christmas Eve, or take it down before Twelfth 
Night (the critical period of the year); 2. in 
older tradition it was left till Can.dlemass (q.v.); 
3. often it must be burnt ceremonially, but in 
some parts it is unlucky to do so: it must be 
left to wither. 
chrysalis 

I. becomes a cicada (q.v.) merely by chang
ing its shape; 2. resurrection (like a bone, 
q.v.); 3. soul leaving the body, or soul veiled in 
flesh (matter); 4. balance, organization, valour; 
5. inert development: passive and blind obe
dience to the law of change in nature; 6 . con

··nected with metamorphosis and 'mask'. 
chrysanthemum 

1. etym.: 'golden flower'; very hardy: a gar
den perennial; 2. emblem of the solar wheel:· a. 
abundance, wealth; b. regal beauty; 3. astral.: 
governs Sagittarius; 4 . the Orient (the opposite 
of the Rose= the Occident), especially related 
to Japan. 
chrysoberyl 

I. generally green in colour, translucent 
(though sometimes cloudy or even resembling a 
cat's eye); it is an extremely hard stone; the 
Alexandrite (q.v.) is a famous variety; 2. pa
tience in sorrow. 
chrysolite 

1. a transparent green stone; 'chrysolite' 
'golden stone': this term led to misapplication 
of the name to topaz, beryls, etc.; e.g. where in 
the 0.T. we have topaz (Ex. 28, 17, or Eze. 
28, 13) we may have to read chrysolite; the 
same in 0th. 5, 7; 2. one of the stones of the 
Chariot of the Sun: Ovid (Metam. 2, 109); 3. 
the 7th stone 'garnishing' the foundations of 
the Walls of the New Jerusalem: Rev. 21, 20; 4. 
wisdom. •. 
ch rysopr ase 

1. a variety of chalcedony; the best have an 
apple-green colour; 2. O.T.: a. came from Havi
lah: Gen. 2, 12; b. one of the Jewels of the 
Breastplate; c. on the dress of the Man from 
Paradise: Eze. 28-, 13; d. mentioned in Job 28, 
16; 3. the 10th stone which garnished the foun
dations of the walls of the Heavenly Jerusalem: 
Rev. 21, 20; 4. eloquence; 5. strengthens the 
hope of the future; gives confidence; 6. astral.: 
sometimes related to Cancer. 
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church 
1. Christian: a. personified, as the opposi te 

of Synagogue (=Judaism); b. in many historical 
figures , e.g. Sarah v. the bondswoman; 2. often 
the Ship of Souls; 3. its spire: phallic, fertility; 
4. tower: fire or sun-tower; 5. church with co n
gregation: a. pomegranate; b. D. Thomas: the 
Synagogue of th~ ear of corn; 6. the most 
sacred colours: a. blue: candour, constancy; b. 
white: supreme deity (all colours combined ), 
eternal youth, chastity, virginity; 7. mother
symbol with uterine font (q.v.); 8. folklore: 
watching in the church-porch: a. on a signifi'
cant Eve (especially St. Mark's): wait an hour 
before and after midnight, and you will see 
those who will die within a year enter the 
church about midnight; sometimes all the pa
rishioners will enter, and only those who do no t 
come out will die; if a man and a woman issue 
arm in arm, they will be married that year; b. 
marriage-divination: go there at midnight just 
before the clock strikes: if a bridal procession is 
seen going into the church, you will marry that 
year; 9. v. Burial (e.g. for Churchyard-Watcher), 
Grave, and Wedding. 
churning 

1. creation: the heavenly deities 'churned ' 
the primordial waters with the world-axle, the 
Polar star, a (phallic) spear, a high mountain, 
etc. at the time of creation; 2. Norse: a world
mill grinds out flowers, or snow; 3. Celtic: a. 
the cauldron churned for poetic inspiration, 
animals, grains, etc. (v. Cauldron); b. v. Castle. 
Revolving - . 
ciborium 

I. the Ark of the Covenant; 2. the Womb of 
the Virgin Mother; 3. the Last Supper; 4. the 
Eucharist; 5. the grave of Christ. 
cicada 

1. melody, chatter; Tithonus was turned 
into a - (or, a grasshopper) because it is the 
most musical of all insects; v. 6; 2. resurrec tion, 
immortality: metamorphosis and v. 6; 3. eternal 
youth, happiness: related to Dawn; v. 6; 4. 
mobility, evanescent worldly glory; 5. restraint 
of lasciviousness and vice; 6. Greek attribute of: 
a. Apollo: especially the 'golden cicada'; b. 
Aurora-Eos: begins to sing and is most active at 
Dawn; c. Tithonus: being in love with him Eos 
obtained immortality for him (sun-king), but 
forgot· to ask for his eternal youth (as Selene 
had done for Endymion); shrivelled to almost 
complete dryness, and having a shrill piping 
voice, he was locked in Eos' bedroom, when she 
got tired of nursing him; d. attribute of bad 
poets: v. 1; 7. the discarded lover; 8. cunning : 
cannot be fooled even by the fox, who flatters 
his powerful chirping (Aesop, 132); 9. improvi-

11- 11111, negligence : in winter a cicada asked the .,,h lor grain, and was answered: "You piped 
In -u111111cr, now dance in winter": Aesop; 10. it. 
1-.•1h on dew: Vergil (Eel. ·5 , 77); 11. T.S. 
liliol belongs with the desert: rock and no 
w•h•1. petrifaction of religion, emotions, etc.: 
'Wu~l l' Land" 5; 12. v. Chrysalis. ..... , 

I rural festivities; 2. "cider is treacherous, 
IM 1 .111•c ii smiles in the face and then cuts the 
lh111111": proverb . 
•lu1u1tte 

(11/klore: the lighting of three cigarettes 
1111111 one match is said to be dangerous, because 
111 1111· war the snipers had time to take a im 
lh1 11 , lhC ta bu on lighting three things by one 
1111.111• ls much older: v. Candle. 
C lrMl•rella 

I llrc: sun-priestess elected by the Prince of 
I l~hl ; or perhaps it was the other way round 
111 l1ol1111lly: her leaving her shoe and the prince 
h·1vl1111 to find her, looks like one of the King's 
I l•~S of fetching something; cf. Hercules; 2. 
.. 1111 (lunar): the light or fire within; her story 
11 •l'lnhlcs that of Psyche: the stepmother , the 
1 wl11 •lstcrs (pride a nd envy), and Eros, sent by 
l\phrodi te to enchant her with some monster, 
~ h11 takes her to himself and thus becomes 
l'll111·c Charming; further affinities: Ishtar 
111 v ), Isis, the Shulamite (q.v.) ; 3. rebirth; 4. 
1111111, wisdom: sometimes she emerges naked 
11111 hcautiful from a cave; 5. the Dawn op
l'''''~nl by night-clouds (her cruel relatives), 
.11111 llnall,y rescued by the Prince-sun; 6. slip-
11r1,1: u. glass (a faulty translation from Fr. 'en 
~ . .i, · ermine; misread as 'en verre' = glass), 
,11hh111 with pearls or spangles; b. humility , ser
•lllll y: height-symbolism; c. shoe (q.v.) and foot 
111u~k : shoe = vulva; 7. her godmother: star· 
1 111wncd: morning or evening star preceding 
1\1111 ur Moon (v. 1 and 2); announces her arrival 
111 I ull glory. 
••hMlll' 

dnders of the Universe: stars: 2H4 4, 3. 
1•l11t1ulum 

1. R.C. ecclesiastical vestment: a cord worn 
.111111nd the albe; 2. let the purity of the albe 
11111 he unbound by unchaste thoughts; 3. re-
111h1<lcr of Christ's scourging. 
o lnnamon 

I . Q.T.: a. one of the ingredients to make 
11111 ' principal spices' to be used as anointment 
li11 lhc Tabernacle; with acorus, myrrh, a nd 
11llvcs; v. also Spices; b. one of the principal 
•piles for genera l usage: e .g. on the bed of the 
·~t 111nge woman': Prov. 7, 17 ; c. the smell of the 
lo•lovcd in SoS 4, 14; 2. Ch ristian: attr. of the 

circle 

Virgin Mary; 3. Herodotus (3, Il l) had be
lieved that it came from the nest of the phoenix 
in the la nd where Dionysus grew Up, but Pliny 
(12, 42) knew that it comes from Ethiopia, 
where priests cut it only after begging consent 
from the gods. · 
cinquefoil 

1. 'Potentilla reptans'; with compound 
leaves of 5 leaflets; it produces strawberries 
(Pliny 25, 62); 2. the number 5 is related to the 
Great Mother-Goddess: a. maternal affection; b. 
death; 3. her.: ·hope, joy: brilliant flowers and 
graceful foliage; 4. charm: a. averts danger : of
ten used on wrought-iron gates; b. closes 
wounds and cures snake-bites; c. is used in puri
fications. 
Circe 

1. daughter of the Sun and a sea-nymph: a 
mixture of father/form, and mother/ matter; 2. 
Odysseus-sun wants to linger there: the land of 
moon/darkness, of winter, or the Blessed Island 
of Forgetfulness (death); it may bring lunar 
magic, turning men into beasts; 3. the sacred 
land is described as situated on a lofty headland 
in Latium, ;ooded w-ith oak, myrtle, and 
laurel; 4. in the Renaissance: symbol of desire, 
leading to good or evil. 
circle 

I. eternity, heaven, per fection: a. the eter
na l problem of the circle and the square: square 
= pluralist state; circle = ultimate oneness, with 
the octagon in-between; v. Square; b. return to 
unity after multiplicity: number 10; c. celestial 
orbs being perfection, they were supposed to 
describe a circular movement; 2. universe, in
finity : related to the Sphere = a ll ; 3. cycle of 
existence: a. days: the Wheel of the Sun (esp. a 
wheel of fire); b. seasons; c. the Zodiac; d. the 
Circle of Necessity: Fate; birth, growth, de
cline, death: "The wheel is come full circle": 
Lr. 5, 3; 4. the female principle; water; 5 . royal 
power: e.g. Babylon, especially when winged: 
Deity hovering over the Tree of Life; 6. circum
ference: a. the phenomenal world; b. the pre
cise and regular; c. inner unity and harmony of 
all matter; d. (essential to Greek culture:) bal
ance, perfect eternal movement; e. objects and 
figures enclosed ' in a crr"cle: a. from within : defi
nition; b. from without: defence against form 
lessness, chaos; f. circumferential movement: 
(e.g. dragon, fish, or serpent biting its own tail:) 
a. faultless activity; b. all cyclic existence; c. 
Round Dances (q.v.): around a central objec t 
(v. point within a circle): moving clockwise or 
Withershins (q.v.); cf. Swastika; 

7. correspondences: a. colour: blue: calm 
perfection; b. gods: Mercury , Ashur; 8. D. 
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circymcision 

Thomas: "the blazing circle": in 'shaping-time' 
= Creation; circular outline after Adam and Eve 
had been expelled ("Today this insect"); 9. 
combinations: A. a circle of nine feet: the area, 
within which the magician has contact with a 
spirit, and which he cannot leave before he has 
broken the spell; B. 'golden circle': crown: K. 
John 5, I ; Ant. 3, IO ; C. two concentric circles: 
a. connected with the Cyclops' eyes, and 
through them with blacksm iths; b. androgync; 
D. two circles: dualit y struggling towards the 
binary (q.v.): marriage between heaven and 
earth, love and knowledge, etc.; E. three circles: 
trinity, love, wisdom; F. five circles: a. the five 
planets; b. centre + four directions; v. number 
Five; G. a point in a circle: a. the Mystic Cen
tre, q.v.; Pythagoras: the universe; b. andro
gyne; H. a circle divided into two: any binary 
(q.v.) function; I. circle +cross: a. v. Ball and 
cross; b. +mounta in : the Church as mystic cen
tre ; c. belted and topped with a patriarchal 
cross: a. earth, equator and pole; b. Zodiacal 
cycle; JO. v. also Architecture. Disc. Wheel. 
Zodiac, Sphere, Ball, and Hom. 
circumcision 

I . sanctity of the phallus: a sacrifice to the 
fertility deity; reduction of castration (v. Emas
culation); 2. (later) spiritual pur ification ; 3. 
0.T.: a. " Abraham's Seal": Covenant between 
him and Yahweh; b. Gen. 17 (P-text) and the 
curious passage 4, 24- 26: circumcision is prob
ably of Egyptian origin, which the Israeli tes 
took over via the Midianites; the Lord is shown 
as a demon, who disputes Moses' "ius primac 
noctis"; so on the first night of their wedding 
Zipporah circumcised her husband (not her 
son) with a sharp stone and touched the demon 
with the foreskin, while she said the mysterious 
words (v. also Jos. 5, 2); or it may have been a 
substitute-circumcision: with her son's foreskin 
she touched her husband 's legs (=genitals; cf. 

· Isa. 6, 2; 7, 20, etc.); after that the Yahweh
demon left Moses alone; c. nint knives were 
used for circumcision far into the bronze and 
iron ages (v. Josh. 5, 2f.): clinging to the pris
tine state; 4. W Blake: sacrifice of selfishness; 
5. v. Abraham, Blood-offering, •Mutilation, Cas
tration, Phallus. 
cistern 

I . one's own wife, whom one must guard 
jealously (the next line being a rhetorical ques
tion: For does clean water now through the 
stre~ts?): Prov. 5 , 15 ; 2. man-made, passive: 
the opposite of the God-made, active, Foun
tain: Jer. 2, 13; also Yahweh= the fountain of 
living waters, and 'cistern' = idols; 3. cistern of 
lust: 0th. 4, 2, and Mac. 4 , 3; 4. D. 7710mas : 
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sperm + poetic reservoir ; writing a poem (likl' 
masturbation) 'cleans' the head (e.g. "My hem 
bares"). 
cithara (cithern) 

I . the Gr. ' kithara' = 'lyre'; later this wa' 
mixed up with the harp; therefore David is pre> 
cnted as a harpist , instead of a lyre-player ; i" 
offspring are also the guitar and the zither; 2 . 
round on one side and nat on the other : heaven 
and earth; cf. the turtle; 3. cosmos: the strings 
arc the levels of the universe. 
citron 

I . belongs to the group of fruit comprising 
lemon, lime, grape-fruit, etc.; it has spiny 
branches and perfect nowers (purple or white) ; 
2. 'Etrog' is a citron with a decided protuberant 
tip; it was only used for religious purposes by 
the Israelites; it is one of the plants carried at 
the Feast of the Tabernacles (with myrrh, palm , 
and willow); it represents the human heart; 3. 
its strong scen t keeps injurious insects away and 
the pips taken in wine counteract poison and 
give a pleasant breath. 
city 

1. cities manifest the particular doctrines 
and principles of the community living in them ; 
2. maternity: a. mother-goddesses (e.g. Rhea, 
Cybele, Diana) had mural crowns, as protec
trices of towns; they may even be unconquered 
virgins; or harlo ts (Isa. 23, 16), or the Apoca
lyptic dream-city of the New Jerusalem (q.v.), 
mystic Centre of the Self; b. in the 0.T., even 
though often called the "daughter of Zion", she 
is often represented in the very pangs of moth
erhood (e.g. Micah 4 , 9 - 10); c. the beloved of 
the SoS is compared to cities (6, 4, and 7, 5); d. 
a virgin: "This moves in him more rage, and 
lesser pity, To make the breach, and enter thi s 
sweet c ity": Luer. 469; 3. loneliness: lack of 
natural, human, or spirit ual contact; 4. refuge ; 
5. Fr. Kafka: the place where the individual 
loses his identity; 6. F. Carda lorca: society, 
not to be reached on a basic human level: "Ay, 
que la mucrtc me espera/antes de llega r a Cor
doba" ("Canci6n dcl Jinete"); 7. D. Thomas: a. 
"cities of nine Days' night": where a poet is a 
nine days' wonder: London a nd New York , 
Sodom and Gomorrah ("Prologue"); b. the 
"town of ghosts": the womb of possible chil
dren ("The seed at zero"); 

8. the Golden City: Babylon: Isa. 14, 4; 9. 
the City on a Hill = conspicuo us: Christ's 
disciples (Matth. 5, 14); 10. the City of the 
S even Gates: Thebes: Ovid (Metam. 13, 685f.); 
11. the Eternal City: Rome; 12. city-walls 
have magic powers: explanation of Romulus' 
fratricide; 13. the loss of the idea of the City-

State co incided with the rise of a philoso phic 
pessimism about the world, leading to Stoicism, 
('ynicism , Scepticism, etc., but this was com
pensated by the feeling of brotherhood of man
kind, and the equali ty of slaves; modern indus
trial c ities gave rise to Marxism and Fascism ; 
14 : "God made the Country, Man made the 
1 own": Cowper ("Town and Country"). 
civet 

I. "the very unclea n nux ofa cat": AYL 3, 
J; 2. D. Thomas: "serve the plagued groom and 
hride" : as ceremonial and aphrodisiac. or abor
tive (love's plague = a child): " It is the sinners' 
du~t-tongued bell". 
Ct ark 

a boy called Clark wi ll almost invariably get 
the epithet "Nobby Clark"; cf. Pincher Martin, 
l'IC. 

ct aw 
1. materialistic greed; 2. ferocity; 3. nat

tcry: "and claw no man in his humour" : Ado 1, 
I; 4 . degenerate sexuality; 5. building: the eagle 
uses his claws to build his nest; 6. her. (of 
l'U~ lcs or griffins): a. tenacity , power, rulership ; 
h. defence of freedom and just ice; c. prowess in 
hunting, or the right of free hunting; 7. a claw 
was put on the cr imina ls in the clutches of the 
l.1w. 
clay 

I. creation: a. Adam, life; b. the Creator 
,~l'n as the potter: e.g. "Behold as the clay is in 
the potter's hand , so arc ye in mine hand, 0 
house of Israel": Jer. 18, 6; 2. death, the grave: 
rnmmon 16th- I 7th cent. expression: \;lad in 
, l,1y' =buried ; 3. clay effigies are burnt in b lack 
magic; 4 . the clay feet which Daniel sa_w_ (2, 
\2ff.) were part-iron , part-clay: the d1v1dcd 

1•111pirc after Alexander; 5. " painted clay": a 
111an who has lost his reputation: R2 1, l ; 6. W. 
l/lt1ke: the "matron Clay"= The!; v. Clod; 7. D. 
/ homas: "clay fe llow": Adam, the body 
("Foster the light"); 8. folklore: a. "the same 
hl'a t that melts the wax will harden the clay": 
111ovcrb ; b. for "sand feeding clay": v. Sand. 
clematis 

I . a climber with beautiful whitish flowers 
und a sweet fragrance, but its bark causes tcm
pnrury ulcers, which beggars use to rouse com-
1111ssion ; 2. cunning, deceit: emblem in M.A. 
("virgin's bower"); 3. mental beauty; 4. em
hlem of the Virgin Mary; 5. T.S. J::/iot: expect
Mney of sensual affection (cf. the sunflower): 
"llurnt Norton" 4 . 
oler;vmen 

folkore: a cleq:yman or priest arc unlucky 
10 meet: esp. among fishermen and sailors; the 
W!lrd 'minister· is even among the tabu words 
nn board ship, along with 'cat'. 'dog', and 'egg'. 

clock 

cloak 
J. prot ection; 2. concealmen t, mystery, in

visibility: a. a veil cutting a person off from the 
wor ld; b. the outer bounds of personality, the 
'mask' ('persona') which hides the true Self; c. 
Siegfried's cloak of invisibility was obtained 
from the treasure-guarding dwarf; it made Gun
ther win 13runhild's marriage-contest;a night/day 
or summer/winter motif; 3. villainy, infamy: 
" The smyle r with the knyf under the cloke": 
Chaucer ("The Knight's Tale"); cf. the cloak of 
maliciousness in 1 Pet. 2, 16; 4. the cloak of 
covetousness (greed): l. Thess. 2, 5; 5. zeal: Isa. 
59, l 7; 6. superior dignity; 7. apart from. the ma
terial, colour ,etc. also the position is important: 
a. Mithras, with a nying cloak, killing a bull: 
conjunction of the volatile and the fixed; b. "I 
know not 'seems', 'Tis not alone my inky cloak, 
good mother ... ": Ham. I , 2; cf. also Clothing; 

8. a dark-red or burning cloak: usually the 
sun going down: a. the cloak which Deianira 
got from the dying Centaur (both lunar fig
ures) ; it burnt Hercules (e.g. Ovid, Metam. 9, 
lOlff.); b. Glauce (Dawn) got one from Medea: 
the latter as the next dawn or as the gloaming; 
c. sometimes interprelcd as the sun's wisdom, 
capable of giving and dest roying life; 9. sleep: 
" Bien haya cl que invent6 cl sueno, capa que 
cubre t<idos Ios humanos pcnsamientos" (He 
did well, who invented sleep, the cloak which 
covers all human thoughts): M. de Cervantes 
Saavedra ("Don Quijote" 2, 68); 10. the world: 
Strabo compared the then known world to a - ; 
JI. v. Clothes. Garment . 
clock 

l. cyclic existence of man, time, numbers, 
seasons, etc.; 2. related to 'perpetual motion': 
all mCfhanisms seen as magical inventions, 
which follow their autonomous existence; 3. 
combination of motion and time; a movement 
in space = a movement in time; 4. the Mystic 
Centre (q.v.) and the Circle with a dot (q.v.); 5. 
man's slavery to relative tim e and destiny : a. 
"Nor dare I chide the world-without-end hour 
Whilst I, my sovereign, watch .the clock for you, 
Nor think the bitterness of absence sour When 
you have bid yo,ur servant once adieu": Sonn. 
57; b. "The stars move st ill, time runs, the 
clock will strike, The Devil will come, and Faus
tus must be damned": Marlowe ("Dr. Faustus" 
16); 6. M.A.: attribute of Temperance; 7. Two 
Clocks: Geulincx (after a Cartesian idea) devel
oped an answer to the question, that if mind 
and matter do not interact, why does the body 
behave as if the mind controlled it: if we have 
two docks, keeping perfect time, and one 
points at the hour, and the other strikes, one 
would think that the one caused the other to 
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clock-a-day 

strike, which would be equally misleading; later 
this idea was ex tended by Leibniz to an infinite 
n.um ber of clocks, proving the existence of 
God; 8. D. Thomas: "clock-faced tailors": his 
parents living conventionally on time, whereas 
he himself lived 'below' time; v. also Ta ilors fo r 
par en ts {"Once below a time"); 

9. folklore: a. a change in the rhythm of the 
t ick ing: a death-Qmen; b. a. clock stops when 
the owner (or, giver) dies: often if it does not 
stop, people help it: the dead are beyond time; 
c. "as calm as a clock": proverb; d. clock with
out hands: drug-addiction; v. Hour. 
clock-a-day 

the red, black-spotted clock-a-day lies in the 
cowslip pips "waiting for the tim e of day": J. 
Clare; v. Ladybird. 
clod 

1. W. Blake: unselfish love: pliable, with the 
germs of higher life; the opposite of the Pebble; 
2. Th. Hardy: agricul ture as symbol of the con
tinuity of action, independent of individual 
human existence: "Only a man harrowing clods 
In a slow silent walk .. . " {"In Time of 'The 
Breaking of Nations"'). 
clog 

an unwanted, c um bersome wife: Wint. 4 , 4; 
also All'sW. (2,5). 
closet 

I. secrecy: a place of secret prayer in Matth. 
6, 6; 2. the grave, the earth : Destiny plays on 
the checker-board of Life with men for pieces, 
which it slays "And one by one back in the 
Closet lays": fitzGerald's transl. ofO. Khayyam. 
cloth 

I. immortality: a king returning from the 
Underworld with a piece of cloth {or Carpet or 
Net) in his hand; 2. substitute for human sacri
fice: _cloth-strips hung in a tree ; v. also Rag, 
Hanging, etc.; 3. shift iness {of colours): "It is a 
bad cloth that will take no colour": proverb; 4. 
as relics of saints; 5. "painted cloth": hanging 
for a room painted or worked with figures or 
mottoes: {Pandar:) "Good traders in the fl esh 
set this in your painted cloths": Troil. 5, 10; 6'. 
W.B. Yea ts: the sky: "Had I t)le heavens' em
broidered cloths, Enwrought with golden and 
silver light" {"He wishes for the Cloths of 
Heaven"). 
clothes 

I. I. hiding: a. nakedness (q.v.); b. vice: 
"Through tattered clothes small vices do ap
pear; Robes and furred gowns hide all .": Lr. 4, 
6; 2. distinction in: a. rank or station: "Beware 
of all enterprises that require new clothes": 
Thoreau {"Walden"); b. sex: v. II ; Pan abhorred 
clothes, because he had o nce been foo led by 
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Hercules in women's clothes; c. mood: "A 
sweet disorder in the dress Kind les in clothes a 
wantonness": R. H~rrick {"Delight in disor· 
der"); 3. substitution of the owner: a. scape 
goat in sacrificial ri tes: hung on sacred trees: v. 
Cloth; b. fetish: Cloten wants to seduce Imoge n 
in Posthumus' clothes, which she so highly 
valued: Cym. e.g. 3, 5; c. when one puts on 
someone else's clothes one adopts something ol 
his magic power: e.g. Jonathan to David {!Sam. 
18, 4) and Elijah {2Kings 2, 8 and 13), Boa7 
(Ruth 3, 9); d. stealing clothes is a common 
way of getting power over swan-maidens, seal 
people, or fa iries {e.g. Nibelungen 25); 4. inti
mately related to the owner: e.g. in the O.T. 
purification also comprised putting on new 
clothes {or at least, washing them: Ex. 19, 10) ; 
it is usually mentioned side by side with sexual 
abstinence; 5. psych.: a person's personality; so 
changing clothes = changing one's person; and 
undressing= dropping one's 'persona' {mask); v. 
Archetypes; 6. putting on one's clothes back to 
front: in Rome, the magistrate condemning 
someone to death: Petronius ("Sa tyricon"); 7. 
D. Thomas: a. v. Tailo r and Scissors; b. "Once 
below a time": a. birth of the flesh ; b. adoles
cent disguises; c. entrance into the literary {and 
drinking) world of letters; 

II. transvestism {q.v.): I. the wearing of 
clothes appropriate to the other sex has always 
been a characteristic of witchcraft and fertility
fest iva ls; 2. transvestite kings could perform 
queenly tasks in matriarchal society: e.g. Hercu
les putting on Omphale's dress; 

Ill. folklore: a. it is lucky to put a garment 
on inside out accidentally; b. to do up buttons 
or hooks wrongly: unlucky; c. it is unlucky to 
mend clothes while wearing them; d. it is very 
unlucky to mend a light-coloured material with 
a black (or dark) thread; e. one may make a 
wish when putt ing on new clothes; children are 
often pinched {or even doused) with a health
incantation {by their schoolfellows); f. "At 
Easter let your clothes be new, Or else be sure 
you will it rue" (proverb); g. it is unlucky to 
give the clothes of the dead away; h. clothes 
often conta in the luck of the person wearing 
them: actors nor boxers like to d iscard the arti
cles of clothing which brought them luck; 

IV. v. Garment, individ ual parts of clothing, 
Rag, Cloth, Sackcloth, and Nakedness. 
cloud 

I . manifestation of the Supreme Being {the 
Hebrew Pillar of Cloud): a. he hides behind a 
cloud ; b. the mount o r chariot of the deity (re
lated to the Magic Carpet): Isa. 19, 1; Eze. for 
the chario t; c. Yahweh hid in, and proceeded in 

1114' Imm of, a cloud, and led them in the 'wil
dt1nns'; d. Yahweh's anger: Lament. 2, I ; cf. 
lh• nucl cloud of war: Simonides and Pindar 
Chthm. 0. 7, 27); c. the Son of Man will come 
vrlth clouds: Rev. 1, 4, and Dan. 7, 13; 2. 
(h1•1H'C) providence, sanctity, benignity, wis
dom, also = protection against the burning sun ; 
J 1•111vides the glory of the Rainbow (Yahweh's 
tl•n of the Covenant); 4. brings fertilizing rain : 
lhr 'Upper Waters'; 5. heaven : " ls there no pity 
111 111111 in the clouds, That sees into the bottom 
111 my grief?": Rom. 3, 5; 6. hider of the sun: a. 
u 11111h ; b. as knowledge {The Cloud of Un
~ nowmg); c. as glory; yet ultimately cannot 
'"'"' "And as the sun breaks through the dark
"' 1 louds, So honour peereth in the meanest 
h•hll": Shr. 4, 3; d. assumption of a deity: 
11111111, passed under Heracles and Christ when 
tlu·v were taken up to heaven; 

I evanescence: the Morning-cloud: of 
I 11l1111lm's goodness: Hos. 6, 4; 8. deceptive ap
,.,.,11,1nccs {hiding the truth): "Sometime we 
..,.. 11 cloud that's dragonish; A vapour some
llnu· like a bear or lion, A towered citadel, a 
111111lcnt rock, A forked mountain, or blue 
1•111ntontory With trees upon 't": Ant. 4, 14; 9. 
l11111'1mcss: " I wandered lonely as a cloud ... " : 
W1111lsworth; 10. sleep: "On this affl icted 
1'1 tm·c, fa ll like a cloud": J. Fletcher (Trag. of 
v.1h•n1. S, I); 11. messenger: in Early Christian
ity the O.T. prophets with their obscure, vague 
•l-11111 of Truth; 12. love: Frigga, the Germanic 
~··lllcss of love, was also a cloud-spinning god
'"'\~, 13. betrayal: "Since the more fair and 
11v~111 1 is the sky, The uglier seem the clouds 
111111 in it fly": said of a person of high rank 
,. h11 1s traitor to the king: R2 l , I ; 

14. celestial herds, flocks, etc. ; 15. celestial 
1i111M:mcn (q.v.); 16. in Rabbinical literature: a 
11111111 with fire over it: Shekinah = a female 
•Ph It as symbol of d ivine power: a. she presides 
11v1•1 nuptials; b. Man's crimes made her rise 
Mli11l11ally to the 7th heaven, till 6 righteous 
"'"" (Abraham, Isaac, etc.) brought her back to 
1o11th , where she settled over the Tabernacle 
. 11111 so into Solomon's Temple; at the Exile she 
11 t111ncd to heaven; 17 . literary references: A. 
111 11/akc: a. chariot of divinity; b. focus of 
pnwcr; c. obscurer of truth ; Clouds of Reason 
t"Vulcc of the Ancient Bard"); B. W.B. Yeats: 
.111111,c, ineffectual principle, 'loose' imagina-
111111, 

111 . 11nder a cloud: a. = to be in disgrace; b. 
,\11m•us and his companions came into the very 
tt•111rc of Carthage without being seen, 'under a 
dnud' produced by his mother Venus: Vergil 
1A1111. I , 411); 19. cloud-capped mountains: arc 

clubs( cards) 

often the seats of the Gods, e.g. Gargaron 
where Zeus is seated: wreathed in an incense
smelling haze or cloud: Homer {II. 15, 153); 20. 
cloud-born: the Centaurs, being the grandchil
dren of Ix ion and Juno in the fo rm of a cloud; 
they produced Centaurus, who begot Centaurs 
on mares: e.g. Ovid (Metam. 9, 123 ; and 12, 
504). 
clover 

I. fertility (to be ' in clover'), abundance; 2. 
spring, renewal; 3. its centre resembles a horse
shoe {q.v. as another good-luck emblem); 4. the 
'shamrock': emblem of Ireland; 5. ardent, but 
humble love: of earthly a nd divine things; 6. 
vengeance; 7. cavalry: animal food; 8 . her.: a. 
sincerity: heart-shaped; b. hope; 9. three-leaf 
clover: Trinity and fur ther Three-symbolism; 
IO. four-leaf clover: good fortune: a. for its rar
ity; b. for its shape of the {Maltese) cross; 

l J _ folklore: a . an anti-witch plant protect
ing animals and humans, also against the Evil 
Eye; b. gives one the power to see witches, 
fairies and spirits; c. the-number of leaves: a. 
4-leaf: general luck: ha ng it over the door and 
the fir st man to enter will be your future hus
band; b. 5-leaf: financial luck; c. 6-leaf: fame, 
or the gift of prophecy; d. 7-leaf: immeasurable 
luck, protection from all evils; d . wards off 
snakes: through St. Patrick who cleared Ireland 
of Serpents {q.v.); 12. v. Trefoil, Shamrock. 
clown 

I . inversion of the king: a. the clown con
stantly struggles with the material world, over 
which the king has absolute power; b. the Sub
stitute of the King in his (pseudo-)sacrificial 
killing; v. also Saturnalia; 2. v. Fool. 
club 

I . brute force; 2. the typica l instrument of 
punishment (like the lash): the opposite of the 
sword of pur ification; 3. offensive weapon: 
strength, intrepidity; 4. weapon of the Greek 
sun-heroes: Hercules, Mercury, Theseus; 5. the 
weapon of the London apprentices: "Where go 
you With bats and clubs": Cor. I, I; 6. her.: the 
weapon of the Wild Men usually serving as sup
porters; 7. Christian: betrayal, martyrdom; 8 . 
vegetative: Hercules' club grew to the earth in 
Troizen {cf. Aaron's Rod, etc.); the Rods in 
Tarot are always represented as shooting leaves; 
9. attribute of Splendour; 10. in Elizabethan 
times people called 'clubs', when there was a 
street-brawl, to separate the combatants: e.g. 
A YL. 5, 2; 11. v. Mace, Staff 
clubs {cards) 

I. the Tarot-pack: the caduceus, sceptre, 
wand, etc.; fo r the comparative symbolism of 
the suits: v. Cards, Play ing - ; 2. shares the 
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coach 

general clover-symbolism: Trinity, vegetat ive, 
etc.; 3. will-power, authority, glory (the oppo
site of quarrel); animation and enterprise, ener
gy and growth; 4 . creative fire; 5. pure ideas, 
reason (the opposite of the physical sword); 6. 
chast ity ; 7. her.: related to Toth-Mercury; 8. 
the Four (and often the Knave) is ill-omened; 9 . 
children's fortune-telling: you are going to be 
ill. 
coach 

folklore: for the death-coach with its head
less driver: v. Burial. 
coal 

1. sun: a. purifying fire: live coa l on the 
tongue to purify: Isa. 6, 6; also used in purifica
tion-rites in the Temple; b. fertil ity : to quench 
coal = to kill posterity: 2Sam 14, 7; 2. anger; 
live coal at Yahweh's feet: punishment of the 
disobedient; 3. warmth, hearth; 4. negative 
energy (black): a . it burns itself by the fire it 
produces ; b. strife: "to blow the coal between 
two persons" = to stir up strife: H8 2 , 4; 
c. vengeance : a. put coals of fire on an enemy's 
head: Prov. 25 , 22; b. "Throw in the frozen 
bosoms of our part Ho t coals of vengeance": 
2H6 5, 2; 5 . combinatio n of black and red: the 
'fire-bird', the demiurge, had a red spot on a 
black back; 6 . O.T. and Rabbinical: live coal 
was carried by the rabbis on Yorn Kippur, and 
placed in the Holy of Holies as a protective 
smoke-screen against the burning brilliance o f 
the Shekinah ; cf. Cloud ; also shows affinit ies 
with Incense; 7. "carry coa ls": a term of abuse: 
"I knew by tha t piece of service, the men 
would carry coals" (HS 3, 2): a. do degrading 
work; b. show cowardice; e.g. Rom. 1, 1; 

8. folklore: a. in general lucky and protec
tive; cf. the black of the chim ney-sweep, cat, 
etc.; b. should be carried in by the "First Foot" 
(= the f irst visitor on New Year) through the 
fron t door ; c. a piece of coal carried about as a 
luck-charm: by sailors, burglars, or children sit
ting for exams, important matches, elections, 
etc.; cf. modern potato . 
coat 

1. "a coat without seam" (= the undergar
ment): Christ's, for which the-soldiers cast lots : 
John 19 , 23f.; 2. W.B. Yeats: "a tattered coat 
upon a stick": v. Scarecrow; 3. v. Garment and 
Cloak. 
cobbler 

I. lust: a. "I am but, as you would say, a 
cobbler (=a shoemaker, or a bungler) ... all that 
I live by is with the awl, I meddle with no 
tradesman's matters, nor women's matters, but 
withal..." (Caes. l, I ); for 'matters' cf. Hamlet's 
"country-matters" = sexual affairs; b. in street-
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ballads (again with his phallic awl) he is thl' I n~• , 
of the butcher's wife, whose neshy opull-1111 1 
graphically descr ibed in term s o f meat ; 2. " tho 
richer the cobbler, the blacker his thu111lo 
proverb; 3. v. Shoemaker. 
cobweb 

I. fabric, entanglement (q.v.), danger; 2 th• 
Mystic Centre (q.v.), related to the spirn 111 
creation and development; 3. the consu1111111 
whirlwind; cf. Medusa in the centre of a mm .1h 
4 . decay, desolation ; no thing: 'my purse is I ull 
of cobwebs': Catullus (1 3 ) ; 5. fine wo rk, lr .111 
ty ; transcience : " the hypocrite's (= god l1· 
man's) hope shall pe rish ... whose trust shall ht·,, 
spider's web": Job (8, 13-14); 6 . predicts pr m 
perity a nd a wedding: connected with the (;,.1 
manic goddess of love, f'rigga , the cloud 
spinner; 7. folklore: (part practical observatio11 , 
part related to the Healing Spider:) a. stop\ .1 
cut from bleeding (therefore some must be kl 1 
on purpose): " if I cut my finger I shall mak <" 
bold with yo u" : MND 3, 1; b . cobwebs on tht 
grass in the morning: predict fair wea ther; , 
" friends tie their purses with a cobweb thread ", 
8. v. Spider. 
cock 

I. when 'cock' is mentioned ii may refer 10 
the cock-pheasant, cock-partridge, or cock 
Robin (with the Wren = God 's cock and hen), 
2 . vigilance: a. (mixed with height-symbolism rn 
weather-vanes:) sees the Sun-<::hrist before 11 
rises: (spiritual) illuminatio n ; b. Gnostic Phron 
esis: fo resight (vigilance + intelligence) v 
Abraxas; 3. maleness: a . fertility: esp. also for 
agriculture; carried abo ut in the fo rm of cakes 
or s traw in processions at Easter, or Pal m 
Sunday; attribute o f the Celtic Mercury-ty pe 
god; b. lust : a. adultery: M.A. symbol of Ad ul
tery, and sins against the 6th commandment in 
general (unauthorised desire) ; b. incest: a cock 
commits incest with his mo ther and sister but 
he is not ashamed , because they lay all th~ bet
ter: Aesop; c. cockballs were used as an aphro
disiac in Rome; c. egotism, defiance, self
confidence: v. 7 below; d . cockerel: youthful 
foolishness: Petronius (" Satyricon" ) ; 4 . the 
bird. o.f dawn: a. v. 2, a ; b . bringer of light; fig. 
C'hmtian: preacher of the Gospel; c. wards o ff 
all witches and fairies: Ham. l, I ; 5. sun: a. 
wisdom, prudence, intelligence: in the M.A. 
"Prudentius": an attribute of the Judge of the 
World: it is a precursor of light and its crowing 
will wake the dead from their sleep; b. steed of 
Generosity; c. Christian: Christ, the Light o f 
the World; d. purification : its crowing dnves 
away the darkness and night-air; especia lly the 
red cock: v. below; e. emblem of solar heroes: 

I • . . 111d St. Peter as solar hero (apart from 
IOI. II wards off evil spirits: a. (like a child , 

·~· "' cat) it was used as a building-sacrifice, 
1 1 \ llcl the powers of darkness; often its blood 
N• •mc;ircd on the foundation-stone ; b. Mith

•1•111 next to the bull it was one of the most 
111111•11 animals, as its crowing puts evil demons 
I , llwht; c. v. 4, c; 7. activity , fighting: a. it 

11ht,111tly faces the oncoming winds (evil 
I'"'"' ' ~); b. victory , fame; in Rome its way o f 
1111111111 was considered oracular in war ; even a 

1~ 111 " afraid o f a cock (Pliny) ; c. symbo l o f 
111 ,,.·,constant battle till death ; d. v. Cock-figh t 
I how, I!. chthonic (G reek), therefo re : a. o racu
l• r v. 7, b ; b. symbol of the Devil : Cock and 
l o111l o1t c o pposites then ; 

11, resurrection: a. Dawn = rebirth of the 
1111 , h. inverted Basilisk (q.v.) whose natural 
"""'Y it is: positive life against the basilisk' s 

111 Mu t1vc death ; c. represented on tombs; d . re-
111 w11ng from severe illness (returning fro m 

1h".1th's door" ) people sacrificed cocks to As
' h plus; I 0 . betrayal, penance: St. Peter's denial 
111 I hrist in Matth . 26. 74ff., especially when 
11 p11•scnted w ith flapping wings; pr iests arc 

111111·1imes called " God's cocks", because they 
, ill people to do penance ; 11 . her. : a. vigilance: 
1111 11 11 placed on a small green hill for height 
\ 111holism; b. religio us zeal; c . Gallic cock: 

1•io1hably related to the right of certain noble-
1111·11 10 have it on their shields; later taken over 
h~ the French iepublic ; d . courage; alwa ys 
11 .11l y for battle; 12. attribute o r Apo llo-Helios 
1 1111). Athene, Hermes-Mercury, Mithra, etc.; 

13. rime: Hebrew: the "third watch ' ' of the 
1111•ht was from midnight to cockcrow ; 14. liter· 
011 1• ref erences: A. 111.8. Yeats: the cockerel 
, 11•w from the blossoming apple bough three 
l11111drcd years before the Fall, and not again till 
'l11lomon and Sheba reached near-perfect un ion 
1111 the grassy mattress: destruction and reincar-
11.111nn in a perfect sexual act; B. O 'Casey: 
1 .,1·k-a-doodle-da ndy: instinctive and creative 
111 vcs: v. Bird P, 4 ; C. T.S. Eliot: weather (rain
h·rtllity) announcer: " The Waste Land" , prt. 5; 
ll /), Thomas: "cockerel's eggs" : a. an unnatu-
1111 egg; b. a natural one, fertil ized; c. Cock = 
l'lrtholicism (a red -) as the opposite of the 
l'rotestant Fox; 15. colour : A. white: a man of 
holy life; dawn; B. black: a. the bird of death; 
h the bird sacred to Nyx (Night), the opposite 
111 the white (or sometimes red) cock of dawn; 
I'. red: a. fire-demon, lightning., dawn; somo
llmcs a talisman against fire (kill like with like); 
b. Norse: a red cock (Fjalar) crows when Rag
nurock will come; c. Norse: in Niflheim the 
1ock of the South , whose fire purifies what Is 

cockaign 

good and destroys what is evil , and who, every 
morning, purifies the air, and a nswers the ca ll 
of Goldcomb, cock of the North, perched o n 
Yggdrasil ; d. a dark red cock crows in Helheim, 
the terrible Underworld of Germanic Hel(a); it 
is identified with the preceding; 

16. a two-headed cock: perpet ual inversion ; 
v. Gemini; 17. cox comb: a . the cock still retains 
the crest of his cavalry-helmet : when Alectryon 
was posted as a guard by Mars, to warn him 
when the all-seeing sun rose (while Mars was 
sport ing with Venus), Alectryo n fell asleep, a nd 
as a punishm ent Mars changed him into a cock; 
b. jester's cap ; c. a foolish person; d . Christian : 
a warrior crowned with success; e. fire, light 
ning, dawn; 18. cock-fighting , throwing at 
cocks, etc. are especially related to Shrove 
Tuesday activities, and must be connected with 
a fertil ity-rite in the spring-carnaval; 19 . as 
weatlter·vane : a. vigilance, warding off evil spir
it s, etc.; b . replaced by a swan on Lutherian 
churches; 

20. f olklore :· a. it wa s the first animal that 
a nno unced the birth of' C'hrist ; and since then it 
crows all nigh t at Christmas: v. Ham. 1, I ; b. all 
the real cocks and those on churches will crow 
at the End of the Wo rld, to announce the Last 
J udgment; cf. Ragnaro k; c. weather-forecaster: 
a. probably the (wro ng) translation o f Job 38, 
36 should refer to it; b. wet: when it perches o n 
a gate, or calls at nightfall, or roosts in the poul
try ho use later than usual: " If the cock goes 
crowing to bed , He's sure to rise with a watery 
head": proverb ; d . love-divination: give the fir st 
pancake of Shrove Tuesday to the cock , and 
the num ber of hens coming too, shows the 
number of years (months) your daughtP.r will 
remain unmarried ; e . love-charm (US.): girls 
carry a rooster's tail-fca ther in their gloves to 
attra ct men, when shaking hands with them ; f. 
thief-detector : place a cock under a vessel, 
make the suspected perso ns touch the latter in 
turn : it will crow when the thief does so ; g. 
colour: a. white : lucky; b. black: o ften un
lucky: desired by the Devil ; it is related to S t. 
Peter's denial; h . cock-spurs : amulet to prevent 
cramps (like eel skin , or a hare' s foot); i. co ck
stones (found in the gizzards of cocks): ensure 
victory in cototests (Pliny). 
cockaign 

I. the word is of doubtful etym.; various 
suggestions have been made: rel. to L. ' coqllere' 
= to cook; or Germ. 'Kuche' = cake, etc.; it is a 
medieval country of luxurious idleness, a Uto
pia, where the rivers are of wine, the houses of 
cake, or barley sugar, the pavement are sweets, 
one does not have to pay in the shops, roast 
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cockatrice 

fowl and pigs fly about, etc.; 2. ridicule of the 
Blessed Isla nds, e.g. Avalon; or the land of poet
ic bliss; 3. ridicule of monastic life; 4. London: 
where the cockneys (q.v.) Jive. 
cockatrice 

l. the English word for the Basilisk (q.v.); 
etym: L. 'calcatrix' = ' treader', through Fr. 
'Cocatris', but in popular etym. became asso
ciated with 'cock' ; for its description, its na tu
ral ene mies, etc. v. Basilisk; 2. snake-easing evil; 
a. a prostitute; b. the Devil; c. the Evil Eye: 
"they will kill one another by the look, like · 
cockatr ices": Tw. N. 3, 4; also : "the death
darting eye of cockatrice": Rom. 3, 2; 3 . her.: 
terror-inspiring; 4. 0.T.: a. modern translators 
give 'adder' (cf. the change of the Unicorn); b. 
"out of the serpent's root shall come forth a 
cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fie ry fl ying 
serpent": Isa. 14, 29; also I l , 8; c. "they (the 
evil-doers) hatch cockatrice' eggs ... ; he that 
eateth o f their eggs dieth, and that which is 
crushed breaketh out into a viper (or: that 
which is sprinkled , is as if there brake out a 
viper)" : Isa. 59, 5; d. God's punishment: Jer. 8, 
17. 
cockle (flower) 

I . sometimes= the 'tares' (q.v.) of the para
ble, sown among the wheat (Matthew J 3) ; the 
'Lychnis Githaco'; the wrong translation for 
what should be Darne l; 2. Christian: the evil 
growing together with the good in the militant 
Church on earth; it is much sought by animals, 
but overwhelms the good crop; 3. "the cockles 
of rebellion": Cor. 3, I. 
cockle (shell) 

I . attribute of Aphrodite, and other sea
goddesses; 2. witches can sail seas in cockle
shells; ref. in Per. 4, 4, where poetic imagina
t ion is said to have the same property; also Shr. 
4, 3; 3. a cockle-hat: a cockle-shell in a hat 
(which is st ill worn in Galicia, Spain) is one of 
the characteristic distinctives of the Palmer, the 
pilgrim, in this case to St. James of Compostela, 
Spain; those fro m Palestine had a palm-leaf; 
other attributes: " staff and sandal shoon": 
Ham. 4 , 5; 4. ballads: "When cockle-shells turn 
silver bells" = never ("James Douglas"); 5. v. 
Shell. 
cockney 

I . the Londoner, born within the sound of 
the bells of St. Mary-le-Bow church; the word is 
very doubtful as to etym.; 2. the o ldest expla
nation: cock's egg: the occasional small, yoke
Jess, deformed egg of a young hen; 3. M.A.: a 
word for a foolish child, over-long nursed by his 
mother, an effem inate man, and a simpleton : 
name for a city-slicker given by country-people; 
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it wa s then applied also to the inhabitan ts ul 
other cities (York, Perugia, etc.); it was co11 
fined to London in the beginni ng of the I 7th 
century; 4. those living in the land of cockaipn 
(q.v.). 
cockroach 

I. etym.: an Anglicised form of Sp. "cucara 
cha" ; 2. night-an imal; also called ominously 
'black beetle'; 3. filth, and heat; 4. when 11 
leaves a place: cf. rats leaving a ship. 
cocoon 

I . silk-worms in the ir cocoo n were a corn 
mon emblem of the soul plus its surroundini.: 
glory in early Italian art; cf. also Dante: "La 
mia let izia ... mi nasco nde quasi animal di sua 
seta fasciato" (Par. 8, 52ff.); 2. W. Blake: body 
from which the so ul ('psyche') is (re-) born as a 
butterfly; cf. ca terpillars and butterflies; also v. 
Chrysalis. 
coffee 

I. may cause impotence, and act as a general 
anti-aphrodisiac; 2. its grounds are used for divi
nation; 3. "which makes the politicians wise, 
And see through all things with his half-sh ut 
eyes": Pope ("The Rape of the Lock" 3, 11 7); 
4. T.S. Eliot: coffee-spoons: escape tram spmt
ual life into moraotony (" Prufrock"): a. formal 
social life: " I have measured out my life with 
coffee-spoons"; cf. the Jess formal, more inti
mate tea ; b. spilt in the brothel-scene of 
"Sweeney among the Nightingales"; 5. child
/ore: coffee boiling over: a friend will soon 
come. 
coil 

l . "this mortal coil"= the body: Ham. 3, I; 
2. D. Thomas: the fire of sex. 
coin 

I . the unfavourable side of money: the op
posite of treasure (= often fer tility); cf. b lood 
shed in battle: "each common soldier's blood 
Drops down as current coin in that hard pur
chase"(= victory): J . Ford (Broken Heart 1, 2) ; 
2. the exaltation (wealth) and corruption (ava
rice) by earthly desires and selfish Jove; 3. brib
ery; 4. trade; 5. Greek: a coin was placed in the 
deceased's mouth as fee for the ferry-man 
Charon; 6. as a result of 'minting'= copulation : 
"We are all bastards ... Some coiner with his 
too ls Made me a counterfeit": ('ym. 2, 4 ; 7. 
folklore: a. coins were pierced through a nd 
made into an am ulet-chain against many dis
eases (caused by witches); they then shared in 
the power of the Cakes (q.v.) with holes, and 
the Circle with a dot; b. coins were placed nn 
the eyes of the dead fo r fear they would open 
them aga in and look at the next person to die; 
o r similar to 5; c. v. Penny. 

ooition 
J. of a man and a woman in the fields to be 

11<1wn for fertility by sympa thetic magic: Deme-
11•1, though unwcdded, lay with the Titan lasius 
lla\lon) openly in the thrice-ploughed field at 
1hc wedding of Cadmus and Harmonia (v. 
"Ot!yssey": Bk. 5: Iasion was killed for it by 
Z1· us' lightning) ; in many parts of the world the 
rnrn-pr iestess coupled openly with the Sacred 
h•rtility Kings al the autumn sowing, to ensure 
,, 11ood harvest; 2. most people have certain fes
ltvals or periods, in which copulation is re
~.irdcd as dangerous, or 'sinful': concentration 
111 magic power; e.g. often before going to bat
ik; 3. O.T.: a . priestesses, and women in general, 
111actiscd coition with male images: v. Eze . 16, 
17, where specific mention is made of 'male' 
Images, so not the sun-pillars, asherim, snake, or 
hull-calf images; v. also 23, 37; b. v. Prostitu
linn (for h ierodules etc.); 4 . nature rejects man 
111 tcr coition: e.g. Enkidu rejected by the ga-
1ellcs etc. a fter his 7-night coition with the hier-
11dule ('Gilgamesh'); 5. sinners (since Cain) are 
rnnceived during a period of fasting and absti
n~nce: Langland (Pie rce Pl., bk. 9). 
cold 

I. spiritualization (beyond humanity); 2. si
k•11ce, death; 3. lovelessness; 4 . the deepest part, 
with the greatest punishment, in Dante's Hell is 
w ld; 5. proverbially dogs' noses and maidens' 
knees are cold; 6. having a cold : may hamper 
p~ych ic powers: T.S. Eliot (Madame Sosostris 
111 "The Waste La nd"). 
r.ollar 

J. insignia of office: a. the "white-collar" 
job; also "blue-collar", etc. ; b. the priest; c. aris-
111cracy: in older form: the elaborate Spanish 
type; in older and modern form the ornamental 
1 huin of knighthood; d . " His Jocked, lettered, 
l11uw brass collar, Showed him the gentleman 
und scholar": R. Burns ("The Twa Dogs"); 2. 
1rstriction of freedom: a. shackle, like harness 
1111d corset, etc.; compare the dog's collar; b. 
(hence) ownership; c. modesty; 3. Egypt(= big 
m•cklace): a. protection and strength: e.g. Isis' 
rnllar; b. funera l amulet ; 4. touching collars: 
(dHldren's lore) a safeguard against the· omi-
11nus influence of seeing an ambulance; 5. for 
the collar of SS: v. S. 
collier 

"foul collier" = Satan (keeping the hell-fires 
hurning) : Tw. N. 3, 4 . 
to lour 

I. general: 
I. primary colours: e lementary elftbtions, 

1 hlldren's colours, simplicity; 
2. A. diverse colours: a . inconstancy , fa lse-

colour 

hood; b. a jester's motley, q.v. ; c. Joseph's robe; 
d. virgin-princesses in the Bible : v. 2Sam. 13, 
18 ; e. people sometimes dist inguish 7, some
times 5 colours; f. in general they mean: com
plexity, advanced cultures; in the unfavourable 
sense: multiplicity, q.v.; g. v. Colour-Combina
t ions below; B. secondary colours: (2 , A, f, 
intensified), e.g.: a. Yahweh: a. dark blue: 
glory, divine revela tion (eastern sky); b. purple: 
dignity and splendo ur; c. crimson - red : love 
and sacrifice, atonem ent; d. white: joy and ex
treme purity; b. Tabernai;le: blue, purple, scar
let, and the gold of the priest' s dress; c. idols: 
blue and purple clothes; 

3. dreams are generally colourless (black, 
white, and greys), contrary to 'visions' ; 

4. in art: movement: a. advancing·colours: 
warmth , activity, intensit>, assimilation: red, 
ora nge, yellow, white; b. retreating: cold, pas
sivity, weakening, dissimilation; c. transit ional: 
green ; 

5. R.C. Church: A. The Holy Trinity: 
a . blue Father heaven spirit of man 
b. red H. Ghost hell body of man 
c. yellow Son earth mind of man; 

B. colours of the Chasuble, etc.: (ordained 
by \nnocentius Ill, c. 1200): a. white: chastity 
and purity: angels, confessors, virgins, Christ
mas, Easter, etc.; b. red: blood a nd fire: apos
tles and martyrs; c. black: masses fo r the dead, 
Good Friday; d. green: hope and peace: usual 
for Sundays; e. purple/violet: mourning and 
penitence: Advent, Lent, etc.; f. yellow and 
b lue were regarded as uofavourable: v. individu
al colours; C. v. Rainbow; 

6. alchemical scale : A. progressive: a . black : 
prime matter, withdrawal of the recluse, hidden 
rebirth, sorrow; b. white : mercury, innocence, 
illumination, fra nkness, gladness; c. red : sul
phur, passion, blood, wounds, sublimation, 
ecstasy; d. gold: glory; B. regressive: a. yellow: 
negative gold; b. blue: heaven; c. green: nat ure; 
d. black: the 'Fall'; 

7. dresses in classical drama: A. Greek t rage
dy: a. go ld woven into purple : royalty; b. red 
(from purple to flame-coloured):- hero; c. drab 
and black: poverty; B. Roman tragedy : a. pur
ple: royalty, military; b. dull red: poverty; c. 
variegated: pimps; d. yellow: prostitutes; e. 
white: the old, but sometimes the young and 
cheerful ; 

8. fo r Wedding-dresses: v. Wedding; 
II. colour-combinations: 
A. black and white: I. absence of colour 

and fullness of all colours; 2. the initial and final 
stages: from the hidden riches (e.g. of the dark 
earth) to pure light; the Black Knight before 
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colour 

the White Knight; Noah's black crow before the 
white dove; 3. m idwinter: death-in-life and v.v.; 
the Great Goddess; 4. often the devil (e.g. 
Magpie: Folklore); 

B. red and white: I. the feminine colour: 
Collatine (in Luer.) did no t stop praising the 
clear unmatched white and red: "Which tr i
umphed in that sky of his delight" (I If.); also: 
"Argued by beauty's red a nd virtue's white" 
(same, 65); 2. related to the Great Goddess (of 
Death): v. Hounds, Gabriel - : white hounds 
with red ears; 3. the way out of the closed dou
ble circle through love; 4 . alch.: union of fire 
and water; 5. Egypt: red: goddess of the North 
(Buto); and white: goddess of the South 
(Nekhebet); but v. Black (A, 2); 

C. red and white and black: the Great God
dess: t. white = New Moon: birth and growth; 
red= f'u ll Moon: love and batt le; black (or dark 
blue): Old Moon: death-divination; 2. exempli
fied: a. Minos' colour-changing heifer; b . the 
Moo n.Cow lo; c. Augeias' bulls; d. Zeus-Minos 
carrying off Europe (white anyway); e. colours 
of the Unicorn ; 

D. red and white and green: I. also colours 
of the Great Goddess: in the ballad "The Cruel 
Brother" there are three sisters (cf. the Graces), 
one clad in green, one in red, one in wh ite; the 
co mbination with death is fou nd at the end of 
the song, whe re the murdered girl wishes the 
gallows-tree to her cruel brother; 2. many flow
ers (e.g. the primrose) having this colour-combi
nation symbolize Love, Life, and Death; 3. 
'leprosy' (the disease sen t by the Goddess): the 
hairs in the rising or boil turn white, and the 
"quick flesh that burnet h have a white spot, 
somewhat reddish or white" (Lev. 13); the in
evitable green is added in the description of t he 
clothes infec ted by the disease: " if the plague 
be greenish or reddish in the garm ent'', and the 
ho use has "hollow strakes, greenish o r reddish"; 
it is a 'god'-sent punishment for Miriam's envy: 
Num. 12; 4 . Christian : Charity, Faith, and 
Hope: e.g. the three ladies dancin< ~ long the 
griffin-drawn Chariot (griffin = Christ) of the 
Church: Dante (Purg. 29, 125ff.); 5. v. the 
hangings in Ahasuerus' palace (Esther l, 6) and 
Mordecai (Marduk): Esther 8, 15, as 'royal ap
parel'; 

E. red (scarlet) and green: I . the lord and 
lady in ballads are always dressed in some form 
of red (scarlet, purple, e tc.) and the attendants 
in "(Lincoln) green sae gay"; 2. also in " The 
Queen Mary": "The Queen was clad in scarlet 
red, Her merry maids in green"; 3. England and 
Ireland (e.g. I. Murdoch); the co lours for Scot
land: tartan; for Wales: red and green; 4 . the 
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Mouse of Lords (red) and the Mouse of C'o111 
mons (green). 
colt 

I . friskiness, wantonness: Cym. 2, 4 
young, foo lish and wanton person: Mer.V . I , ' 
b. "the hot condition of their blood": Mer V 
5, I ; 2. colt's tooth: wanton ness: "Your colt' 
tooth is not cast yet"" MB I , 3; Chaucer's Wilt 
of Bath mentions a s imilar use of the expn·, 
sion; 3. folklore: "a ragged colt may mah ,, 
good horse": proverb; 4. for the colt on wlm h 
Jesus rode: v. Ass; for the rest v. Horse. 
coltsfoot 

I . a. perennial herb ('Tussilago farfa ra'J 
which got its name from the shape of its lea ve,, 
it has sca ly and woolly stems with yellow flow 
ers; the leaves appear lat er; a water-market 
wherever it grows springs run under the surfo n• 
(Pliny 26, 16); 2. cure: asthma and cough ; 3 
materna l care. 
columbine (nower) 

I. a British species of Ranunculae CAq uik 
gia vulgaris'), a wild-flower with 5-leaved now 
ers, arranged in whorls; 2. desertion, inconstan 
cy, faith lessness in wedlock: because of its phal 
lie shape: Ham. 4 , 5; but the Blue Columbine" 
a Constancy-emblem; 3. fo lly: a venomous vio· 
let plant of bizarre form; 4. Christ ian: a. 7 flow· 
ers to fit the gifts of the H. Spir it, etc.; b. al 
tribute of Christ and the H. Ghost: Christ, on 
top o f the Tree of Jesse, which springs from 
Jesse's bowels, breast, and mouth, sits on a 
throne of a gigantic columbine; c. hum ility, and 
love; 5. Elizabethan: the columbine of compas
sion. 
Columbine (pantomime) 

I. daughter of the miserly Pantalo ne, the 
parent or guard ian to be outwitted by young 
lovers, is the sweetheart of Harlequin , one of 
the 'zanni' servants, the com ic type; she is sup
posedly invisible lo human eyes and is un
masked; 2. the typical lady-love ('columbina' = 
'dove-like'); she is short-skirted and fairy-like; 
3. girlish innocence and inexperience, but not 
unwilling to learn. 
column 

I. A. vertical: phallus, life-stem: a. activity : 
upward impulse of self-affirmation; b. asso
ciated with Ceres: column= love, and dolphin= 
sea; B. horizontal : inertia; 2. world-axis, tree
trunk: often ad orned with leaf-motifs; 3. 
strength, steadfastness; 4 . experience-attribute; 
5. whipping-post, sacrificial stake; 6. Christian : 
a. crucifixion : the cross as world-axis and T ree 
of Life and Death; b. martyrdom; 7. P. Vatery: 
embodiment of mathematical beauty, the har
mony in the spirit, which devises them; 8. a 

111A1•11 l·olumn: a. death; b. frustrated hope; c. 
I t111yl·d or unfinished work; 9. without base 

, 11111111/: a. faith; b. hope; c. constancy; d. 
It• 111oth : c. chastity; f. Archi tecture; g. on 

111111.d•· 11 assurance; b. firmness of spirit; 10. a 
1h111111 orna mented with the prows of vessels: 

wto l11ty the 'columna rostrata': erected by 
ll11tl11" after the victory over the Carthaginians 
t Mvl .. c: the column was decorated with the 

Ju,~, ('rostra') of the captured ships; 11. v. 
1'11/.11 

""''h I lt•rtility: related to fire and water: a. sun-
111 '• h. rain; 2. vanity, heartlessness (cf. Mir
'"''· 1111 attribute of: a. Venus; b. mermaids; c. 
1 1111111, J. as an attribu te of the Sirens , it relates 
t" 1111• l'ish's tail, hence to burial, or sacrificial 
1111111111' (cf. bucraneum); 4. entanglement: 

1111111111 most peoples there is a tabu on com bing 
Ii 111 1luring certain periods, generally coinciding 
"" h the prohibition of having knots in their 
, l11thl11g : e.g. the wife of the priest impersonat-
1111· / .t·m in the Flamen Dialis in Rome; it is 
t• I 11t•d to the 'loose hair' : release (or loss) of 
1111 111.1gic power concentrated in the hair (v. 
II th I, S. fingers; 6. related to the Greek plec
lt11111 tor the lyre, so: music (cf. 2, b); 7. "the 
~ '""' o' care That hangs among that lady's 
Ii th " in the ballad prevents Willy's lady from 

1 t•lllt' birth (like kno ts in clothing); 8. Chris-
11111 martyrdom: iron combs used to 'comb' 
1111 llcsh ; 9. protection from danger in folk-
11)1•• 11 fug itive can hamper the pursuit of a 
1111111<tcr by throwing away a comb, from which 
1 1hil'kcl will grow, entangling the pursuer (v. 
M.11\11 Flight); 10. folklore: among actors it is 
11111h1011s to drop a comb. 

"'"" 11011 
North East 

1t\U\Oll winter spring 
• 11111·1,; 

·• l·.iypt the elder Horus Osiris 
h Rome Saturn Jupiter 
I Christian Yahweh M. Ghost 
1'11•mcnt fire air 

compass 

comet 
I. evil omen: it portends: A. war: a. at

tended by its usual consequences: famine and 
plague; b. Satan who " like a comet burned, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge In th' 
arctic sky, and from his horrid hair Shakes pes
tilence and war": Milton (Par. Lost 2, 707); B. 
downfall of kings, rulers, etc.: a. before the 
Norman Conquest King Harold was frightened 
by the sight o f a comet (v. Bayeux Tapestry); b . 
Halley's comet (appearing every 76 years) has 
scared people at least since I 680 (even though 
at that time Halley and Newton had declared 
that comets were subject to the law of gravita
tion); in 1910 it may have predicted WW I; c. a 
grea t comet was seen seven nights after Caesar's 
death (Plutarch): "When beggars die, there are 
no comets seen; The heavens themselves blaze 
fo rth the death of princes": Caes. 2, 2; C. 
earth-quakes and drought; D. universal dark
ness, the end of the world; 2. a br illiant (short) 
career; 3. Cluistian: emblem of Christmas (the 
Star of Bethlehem considered as a comet). 
comforter 

1. "thy rod and thy staff they comfort me": 
Ps. 23, 4 ; 2. H. Ghost: "And I will pray the 
Father, and he sha ll give you another Comfort
er, that he may abide with you for ever; Even 
the Spirit of truth": St. John 14, 16 (also I 5, 
26; I 6, 7). 
compass (directions in space) 

I. in Egypt: binary, complementary , the 
one essential to the other: a. South: the earth 
and Underworld; the 'front' of the world ; the 
desert; b. North: Heaven (the goddess Nut with 
the crown o f the North): the 'back' of the 
world ; the fe rtile Delta; 

2. co"espondences: 

South West 

summer autumn 

Set the child Horus 
Pluto Apollo 
Satan Jesus 
earth water 

(I ~pirit) salamander sylphs, gian ts gnomes undines 
moon new moon cresce'nt full moon waning moon 

IV'''' old age infancy youth middle age 
,, h111ly head heart lower trunk upper trunk 

intelligence seat of life ho t, fiery outgoing breath, 
conquering and love passions gentle, 
devices spirit land, 

into unknown 
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compasses 

3. orientation : A. turning to the East: a. 
sunrise, turning to light; b. spiritual illumina
tion; B. turning to the North: a. the Polar Star, 
the world-axle, the Unmoved Mover, the Hole 
in space and time; b. asking questions of North
ern Gods; C. turning to the West: sunset, death 
(v. Twilight); 

4. v. Planets, Windrose, Tetramorph; and 
indiv. directions. 
compasses 

I. all measuring: a. reason, as attribute of 
the reasoning Creator, who 'measured out the 
firmament'; b. right conduct, temperance; c. 
knowledge; d . all measuring sciences, esp. Ge
ometry; 2. two points, or legs of the compasses: 
binary (q.v.): a. spirit and matter; b. life and 
form; c. from these are derived the circle (q.v. 
for a ll its meanings), the universe, the cyclic 
pattern of life; d . the souls of lovers going away 
and coming together, like the legs of stiff twin 
compasses: "Thy soul's the fixed foot, makes 
no show To more, but doth if the other do" 
(Donne). 
complexion 

l. dark: a. underworld deities; b. death, 
sleep, ignorance; c. evil; d. on the stage : the 
villain (e.g. the Moor of Venice); e. mysterious, 
exotic darkness and fertility: " I am black, but 
comely, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem;" cf. the 
Black and White Mary's in Spain ; v. Sunburn; 2. 
light: a. sky deities; b. knowledge, wisdom, 
beneficence, peace, etc.: c. on the stage: the 
hero(ine). 
conch 

I. primitive summoner of the religious and 
the deity, especially related to initiation-rites, 
marriage, and funerals; 2. attribute of sea
deities: Aphrodite, Triton(s); 3. talisman: a. 
sailors; b. wealth: resembles the cornucopia, 
and is a wind (fertility) instrument; c. learning; 
d. oratory; 4, spiral movement: immortality, re
surrection; etc.: v. Spiral; 5. the fem inine: 
vulva: in Spain still a genteelism for the real 
word; 6. W.B. Yeats: the typical instrument 
(religious, etc.) of the West: the opposite of the 
Eastern gong; 7. Golding: call to rational be
haviour (opposed to primitive. savagery) ("The 
Lord of the Flies"); 8. v. Shell. 
condor 

eternity: "Of late, eternal Condor years So 
shake the very Heaven on high... I have no 
time for idle cares": E.A. Poe ("Romance"); cf. 
Paroquet. 
cone 

I . sun, solar fire, related to the Axe as deity ; 
2. phallus as world-axle; 3. attribute of fertili
ty-deities: Ishtar, Baal-Peor, Priapus, etc.; 4 . as-
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sociated with the circle (q.v.) and the tria ngle 
(pyramid = psychic one-ness); 5. v. Pine, Her111 . 
confetti 

confetti has replaced the rice, which in its 
turn had replaced the wheat = showering Moth
er Earth's fertil ity on the bride; it was also car
ried in the procession by the br idesmaids; a 
similar practice still exists in the Carnaval
processions. 

confirmation 
folklore: (like baptism) it is a passing over 

into a new phase of life, and as such may force 
an illness to be left behind; it is often accom
panied by the addition of a new name. 
conger-eel 

I. they live in the mud; 2. they are hard to 
digest, wherefore they are served with fennel
sauce: 2H4 2, 4; 3. v. Eel. 
conjunction 

l. peace and rest through absolute unity of 
opposing forces: duality striving to reach a bi
nary function: though opposites, the one can
not do without the other; 2. Plato: reconcilia
tion of the separate sexes in eternal synthesis 
(v. also Hermaphrodite); 3. Jung: reconciliation 
of opposing forces in one's personal psyche; 4. 
'conjunctio' is often symbolized by a marriage, 
e.g.: a. the hieros gamos: marriage of heaven 
and earth; b. of the prince and the princess he 
has rescued. 
conjuror 

I. the debased form of the Witches' "Grand 
Master", or Devil God, still sharing his black 
clothes, a hat, and his Hocus-Pocus (q.v.); 2. 
with his (phallic) wand and his (vulva) Cup, or 
High Hat, he 'produces' endlessly and miracu
lously. 
convolvulus 

1. a large genus of weeds (of the Morning
glory family) with 150 species; other English 
names are 'Bindweed' or 'Hedge-bell' (the 
latter a different species); etym.: 'coiling', 
'twisting around (s.t.)'; it has trumpet-shaped, 
showy flowers on slender, twining stems; 2. 
humility: a creeping flower; also emblem of In
sinuation; 3. uncertainty, extinguished hope: 
clinging; 4. despondency (especially the Great 
- ); 5 . night, darkness (especially the Mino r - ); 
it flowers only in the night; 6. observes both 
motions of the sun: while the flower twists 
'equinoctionally' from the left to the right (ac
cording to the daily revolutions of the sun), the 
stalks twist 'ecliptically' from the right to the 
left (according to the annual 'conversions' of 
the sun): Sir Th. Browne (Garden of Cyrus); 7. 
emblem of coquetry (esp. the three-coloured 
variety). 

con(e)y 
I. an arch. word for 'rabbit', still used in 

lwroldry; 2. gregariousness; 3. timidity, scept i
dsm, suspicion; 4. wisdom: though they are 
ll'cblc fo lk, they make houses in the rocks (yet 
unclean): Lev. 11 , 5; Prov. 30, 24 - 8; here 
'cony' = 'rock-badger'; 5. her.: a peaceful and 
n•tired life. 
coot 

I. beauty, courtliness : its graceful move
ment as a waterbird, and its dignified colours; 
2. understanding, wisdom: in water it feeds on 
ll\11 without stirring, dipping to catch profound 
things; 3. common or stupid fellow : either for 
the same reason as 2, or for the love of allitera
tion: "as crazy as a coot"; 4. something value
h•ss; 5. folklore : a. "as bald as a coot": refer
•'llCC to the commonest species, the Bald Coot, 
whose bill extends so fa r as to form a broad 
white plate on the forehead; b . coots chattering 
In the morning predict storms (Pliny). 
copestone 

I. the most important stone at the top of a 
hnilding, especially in Gothic architecture; the 
huilding= the body= matter; 2: contemplation: 
hlllght-symbolism (also in man). 
copper 

I. money; 2. metal for the common people; 
I. Greek and Roman : a . it was used already 
uhout 8000 B.C., but in classical times it be
rnme associated mainly with the Island of 
l'yprus, where there were very rich deposits; 
the name was 'aer cuprium' = ore of Cyprus, 
which became 'copper'; b. (therefore)' it was as
•nciated with Aphrodite, and the planet Venus; 
v. Planets and Metals; also connected with 
( 'cres: Ovid (Fasti 4, 405 ); c. the Third Age of 
Mnn (v. Ages); d. the commonest metal on the 
moon: Lucian ('True History'); 4. because of its 
rnlour: autumn, fruition, but also decay; 5. the 
'1 ·opper-nose ': a. a red nose caused by 'Acne 
rusacea' a skin-<lisease to which people are most 
•11sceptible at puberty, or early adult life; b. 
l11 tcmperance: the more expensive form; 6. 
folklore : a copper wire round an arm or leg 
protects you from venereal diseases; v. Brass. 
coral 

I . origin: when Perseus had put down the 
< :orgon's head, to liberate Andromeda, the 
llowors around the head were turned to coral 
(petrified), and coloured red with the monster's 
blood; they are still twigs above the water, and 
~tone beneath: Ovid (Metam. 4, 4 73ff.); 2. re
lutcd to the sea: a. as lower ocean = the abyss; 
h. the roots of the terrestrial tree, or the world-
11xis; c. peril at sea; 3. because of its red colour: 
11. related to blood: a. as a talisman worn by 

coriander 

Gaulish warriors on helmets and weapons of 
war; b. visceral; c. against physical handicaps 
and poisonous bites (especially when carved 
into serpent-shape = healing); b. maturity, 
autumn, decay; c. health: v. Folk lore; d. against 
fire (kill like with like); e. love; f. a standing 
epithet fo r lips; 

4. whiteness: related to bones: "Of his 
bones are coral made": Tp. I, 2; also in D. 
Thomas: "Where once the waters"; 5. Egypt: 
scattered over fields as a fertilizer, and a protec
t ion from harm through insects or storms 
(against witchcraft); 6. F. Garcia Lorca: the 
"vein of coral": male love for a woman , as the 
opposite of the "celeste desnudo" of homosex
uality; 7. D. Thomas: a. "Time's coral saint": 
slow-growing, creative t ime; even multiplying 
time; b. v. 4; 

8. folklore: a. a red coral can be used against 
the Evil Eye in general; in England it protects a 
person against spells of witches, damage by 
storm (caused by witches); b. worn as an amu
let: it ind icates the wearer's health: it turns 
pale, when (s)he is ill, and red again when 
healthy; c. it also turns pale when a loved one is 
about to die; d. it preserves and strengthens 
teeth, and it eases baby's teething : "Art thou 
not breeding teeth ... I'll ... get a coral for thee": 
Beaumont and Fletcher. 
cord 

l. union, bondage; 2. security; 3. force, per
suasion: the "cords of man" are the means of 
keeping man(kind) on the right track: Hos. 11, 
4 ; 4. despair (hanging); 5. the cords of vanity, 
with which iniquity is 'drawn' (in) by the 
people: Isa. 5, 18; 6. the cords of sin: "His 
own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, 
and he shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins": Prov. 5, 22; 7. the connection with heaven : 
Jacob's ladder , Lug(h)'s Chain, the Beanstalk, 
etc.; 8. a "silver cord": a t the day of Judgment 
shall "the silver cord be loosed, or the golden 
bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the 
fountain, or the wheel be broken at the cis
tern": Eccl.12,6; 

9. one or three cords around the waists of 
priests: a. chastity, temperance, penance; b. 
consecration; c. "martyrdom: (Christian: ) re
minder of Christ's scourging; d. tassel: light; 10. 
folklore : kno tted cords: a. against the Evil Eye; 
b. in black magic a knotted rope (thrown away, 
e.g. in water) can prevent a union (e.g. a mar
riage from being consumed) till it is found ; or it 
may prevent a birth; 12. v. Rope. 
coriander 

I the fru it of the 'Coriandrum sativum'; its 
flowers are pink o r whitish umbels; 2. medi-
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Corin 

cine : a. an aromatic, for drugs of an unpleasant 
taste; b. carminative; purify ing the blood, 
wounds. e tc.; a 'cooli ng' plant ; checks women's 
menses; 3. concealed merit; hidden wo rth. 
Corin 

traditional name in pastoral poems; e.g. 
MND 2, I. 
Corinth 

1. especially dedicated to Aphrodite Pande
mos (stressing her sensual aspect ), it was the 
centre of a rt and love to the Ro mans and early 
Christianity ; 1 Cor. largely deals with the praise 
of virginity, and marriage (if inescapable), et c.; 
2. gay dissipation: " I am no proud Jack like 
Falstaff, but a Corinthian, a lad of mettle, a 
good boy": I H4 2, 4; 3. luxury and licentious
ness; sometimes the name given to the quarter 
of a town, where the Corin thians lived, or any 
house of ill fame: "Would we could see you at 
Co rinth" : Tim. 2, 2; 4. though Greek, it had 
allies on both sides in the Trojan War; 5. t he 
city of Glaucus; 6. musical: Pindar: "among the 
Corinthians is the sweet-breathed Muse"; 7. also 
according to Pindar (Olymp. 0 . 13): a. city of 
law, justice and peace; b. home of the God of 
War. 
cork 

folklore: a. a common charm against 
c ramps: wear a garter of corks round the leg; b. 
child-lore: carrying a champagne cork brings 
general luck (at exams, matches, etc.). 
cormorant 

l. inhabitant of desolate places: a. must per
haps be a pelican: Isa. 34, 11 ; Lev. 11 , 18, etc.; 
b. with the bittern will inhabit deserted Nine
veh: Zeph. 2, 14 ; 2. insatiable: a. " Th e hote 
cormeraunt of glo tonye": Chaucer (PoF, 362); 
b. "the cormorant Belly": Cor. 1, I ; 3. vanity: 
"Light vanity, insatiable cormorant, Consuming 
means, soon preys upon itself' : R2 2, I ; 4. 
W.B. Yeats: win ter ("The Madness of King 
Goll"); 5. weathe r-predictio n : "the cormorant 
to dry places did address": a s torm approach
ing: Chapman ("Eugenia"). 
corn 

l. the Staff (q.v. ) of Life; 2. ferti li ty, abun
dance: Lat. " luxuria .. (= wantonness) was used 
both for abundant crops and wanton people: 
e.g. Ovid (De Arte Am. : 1, 359f.); 3. emblem o f 
a. Agriculture, Ceres-Demeter, Ruth , Attis, 
Adonis, Osiris; b. autumn; 4 . the Corn-spirit: a. 
the last sheaf harvested is considered to contain 
the corn-spirit; it is hung on rafte rs, dressed as a 
doll, e tc.; b. as animal it could be a bull , a cock, 
a cow, a foa l, a goat, a mare, a pig, a sow, a 
steer, or a wolf; c. o ften human sacrifices were 
needed: t he King (q.v.) as the incorporated 
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Co rn (fertilit y) Spirit , or a Corn-baby, were sac· 
rificed; 5. corn and sickle: the corn-spirit-god , 
w ho dies yearly after mutilation (e masculation, 
q.v.) with the cast ration knife ('sickle'); 6. folk · 
lore: "When the corn is in the shock, The fish 
are on the rock": proverb; 7. v. Ear (of corn). 
a nd the individual kind s of corn, as Barley, 
Wheat, etc. 
cornel 

v. Dogwood. 
corner stone 

I. something fund amental, of primary im
portance, giving securit y and sureness: "Behold, 
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone , a sure founda
tion": Isa. 28, 16; 2. Christ : "The stone which 
the builders refused , is L>ecome the head stone 
of the corner": Ps. I 18, 22; th is meaning was 
taken over e.g. by the Gnostics; 3. daugh ters: 
" That our sons may be as plants grown up in 
the ir youth ; t hat our da ughters may be as cor
ner stones, polished af ter the similitude of a 
palace": Ps. 144, 12; 4. fo rmerly sacrificed 
humans were buried under them as building sa c
rifices (cf. threshold ); later they were replaced 
by cats, dogs, or cocks, and s till later by coins 
and documents. 
cornet 

I. attribute of Notoriety; the opposite of 
t he trumpet (of praise, etc.); 2. a cavalry
company, named after its ho rn-shaped pennon: 
I H6 4 , 3. 
corn-flower 

I. 'Cent aurea cyanus' of the fa mily of Com
positae ; it is a slender, branching annual, o ne or 
two feet high, with thin leaves and blue flowers, 
its head s an inch o r more thick, borne on long 
leafless sta lks; 2. blue: related to the heavens 
and its in habitants; 3. governs Libra ; 4 . v. Blue
bottle. 
cornucopia 

I. origin : a. the goat Amalthea who fed 
Zeus, w ho later put her in the sky for grateful
ness, resulting in its association with the Zodiac 
sign Capricorn, and prosperity ; from one horn 
flowed ambrosia, from the other nectar: v. e.g. 
Apo llodorus (2, 7, 5) and Ovid (Fasti 5, 
115ff.); b. the horn of Achelous' head , when , 
in t he form of a bull, he fo ugh t Hercules over 
Deianeira: Ovid (Metam. 9, 88); c. a combina
tion of the strong phallic outside, and the vulva 
inside: a ndrogyne as life and fe rtility-symbol ; 2. 
emblem of Tyche-Fortuna, and all fertility
deities and abstractions; 3. related to Cerri
dwen's Cauldron (q.v.), the · Grail (q.v.); 4 . 
M.A .: attribute of: a . Justice; b. earth , sea; c. 
sun , moon ; 5. 111.B. Years: the Horn of Plenty = 

, 11urtcsy, aristocracy, ceremon y; 6 . as a bull's 
h11rn it was originally a rain-making charm, con-
11n·tcd with Dionysus ( then ca lled Plutodates, 
1dvcr of riches), developed from the Cretan 
/ .11•rcus; 7. v. Hom . 
Cornwall 

1. associated with Arthur ('s Court); 2. in 
M;1lory the Cornish Knights are generally cow-
11r<ls (e.g. King Mark as a nasty, disho nest , jeal-
1111\, cowardly , sneaky king); and Tristram bears 
1 ('ornish shield, t hereby overcoming knights 
who only dare to attack Cornish knigh ts. 
Corona Borealis 

I . o rigin: a. a wreath ; b. fo rmed by Bacchus 
111 memory of Ariadne's crown; 2. by the side 
111 the Western Paradise of the Hesperides, there 
w11s also the Silver Castle of the Corona as a 
l'.11adise for dead heroes; 3. Celtic : see Castle, 
l\l•volving - , - Pe rilous; 4. Christ ian: Christ's 
I wwn of Thorns. 
corpse 

I. folklore: I . corpse-lights: the soul leaves 
lhl' body in the form of a little fl ame, which 
11111y be seen in the death-chamber, b ut more 
111tcn over the grave, if the soul canno t rest ; 2. 
t \11 pse-Candle: a small flame, or a ba ll of fire, 
"'''n floating from the churchyard to the house 
11 1 a dying person, or one destined to die, travel
llnl' by the same route the funeral will take; it is 
1h1• soul of a kinsman coming for his relations; 
I corpses (or parts of them), especially of 
l111n11cd c riminals, are powerful magic (v. Hand 
111 (;Jory): one form is the threaded hair-charm 
t.11 men in love with an irrespon sive girl (v. 
11 11 11 ); 4. a love-charm for a girl: stab a needle in 
,, rnrpse, cover it with dirt from an unoccupied 
y111vc, wrap the whole in clo th from a winding
' '"'l' t ; II. TS. Eliot: the " planted corpse" : re
li1tl0d to t he dead tubers and the hyacin th as 
1y111bols of (spiritual) fert ility and rebirt h, 
h.1tcd by modern man ("The Waste Land", prt. 
I ), Ill. v. Burial, Grave, e tc. 
1onet 

I . pitiful reduction of the ancient heroic 
h11rncss ("Corslet") ; 2 . support , protection ; 3. 
th1· laws of modern society, imposing severe re
i tilct ions in the fight fo r fo rm , which hamper 
tlll1 full development of a person's psyche (cf. 
1111lar). 
1:11rydon 

1h pastoral poetry the dull, love-sick shep
ht•HI boy . 
1111mogony 

v. Sacrifice; 
1otu19e 

I . simple, carefree, country-life : " I w ill not 
1 l111 1111e a cottage in possession for a kingdom in 

covenant 

reversion": proverb ; 2. a cottage in a vineyard: 
loneliness: Isa. l , 8; cf. Lo dge. 
cotton 

folklore: gloves worn at funera ls must be 
made of co t ton. 
couch 

I. place for reverie: " Fo r oft, when on my 
couch I lie, In vacant or in pensive mood ... ": 
Wordsworth (" I wandered lonely as a cloud"); 
2. "the flinty and steel couch of war": 0 th . I , 
3; 3. t he Couch of Death : the World (W. Blake). 
counsel 

early Christian association : counsel - ant -
Moses. 
countenance 

l. expression o f feeling: a. "El Caballero de 
la Tristc Figura": The Knigh t of the Ruefu l 
Co untenance: M. de Cervantes (Don Quijote); 
b. "an unfo rgiving eye, and a damned d isinherit
ing countenance": Sheridan (Sch . fo r Scand. 4 , 
l) ; 2 . support, favour: " Would he abuse t he 
countenance of the king?": 2H4 4 , 2; v. Face. 
counting 

folklore: a. in general coun ting is dangerous: 
not only is it unlucky to te ll one's age, but it is 
also dangero us to tell the sta rs, etc.: the magic 
o f numbers, which it is ominous to unleash; 
often combines with the dangerous 'hubris'-act 
of challenging the gods; b. love-divina t ion: a 
well-spread formula is counting (e.g. l 00 wh ite 
horses, o r cars, etc.), and aft e r that you must 
meet a red-headed girl (or a bald-headed ma n, 
e tc.), a nd then the first (eligible) bachelor will 
be yours; t he o bstacles to be overcome can in
crease almost endlessly; c . ano ther general love
divination is t he counting of daisy-petals, bu t
tons, cherry-stones, or skipping a rope etc., 
saying " He loves me'', " He loves me not"; t he 
best-known is : "Tinker, Ta ilor, Soldier, Sailor, 
Rich man, Poor man, Beggarman, Thief." 
country 

I . both land and country are mot her-sym
bols: the king (v. King, Sacred ) was wedded to 
his country; the country's fe rtility depended on 
his health, so failure to produce fer tilit y might 
mean death for him; 2. D. Thomas: "Country
senses": a. native; b. fresh, innocent , green = 
vegetable. 
court-cards 

when a majority of court<ards appear in a 
deal, it predic t s a social gathering. 
covenant 

I . Hebr. 'berith' = covena nt : A. betw~en 
God and Man or Creation: a. God binds his 
worshippers to himself, e.g. t he Sinai-covenant, 
resulting in the T en Commandments; o r , the 
intermediary (priest) sprinkles the 'blood ·of 
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cow 

Covenant', followed by a sacred meal; l b. re
lated to the Rainbow (Noah). a protective 
promise, resulting in the eternal balance of 
Good and Evil, Day and Night, Life and Death: 
dualism striving to become binary; B. between 
men, or groups: in the Bible e.g. between David 
and Jonathan (I Sam. 23, 18), made 'before 
God', or 'God is a witness' (Gen. 9, 8ff.); 2. 
blood, either of the sacrifice, or of those bind
ing themselves, plays an important part. 
cow 

I. mother: related to nearly all mother
goddesses (especially a white cow or heifer): A. 
Greek: a. Hera: when the Gods fled from the 
Olympus before the terror ofTyphoeus-Typhon, 
she changed herself into a snow-white cow: 
Ovid (Metam. 5, 330); b. sacred to Athene; c. 
the form of lo, as moon and rain-goddess; B. 
Egypt: a. Isis: in the mourning-rites for Osiris a 
gilt image of a cow with a golden sun between 
her horns, was carried out of the chamber, in 
which she stood for the rest of the year; Isis is 
often represented with cow-horns (Plutarch); b. 
the Sky-cow in which Osiris is buried and from 
whom he is reborn: the bull-sun begetting him
self on his own mother (v. Serpent Apap) ; she 
must be considered as another aspect of Isis; c. 
Hathor: mother of, and sometimes identified 
with, Isis; d. Neith: originally a Lybian deity, a 
self-begotten virgin earth-mother, she was 
adopted by the Egyptians, for whom she, too, 
merged into Isis; C. Celtic: the goddess Brigit; 
in the M.A. emblem of St. Brigid of Kildare (v. 
15); D. the mother-sister-wife incest-relation is 
to be found e.g. in Isis: Osiris is born from her, 
is her brother (cf. brother-sister marriages of 
the Egyptian kings) and her husband; 

2. earth: the earth-<:ow under the fecundat
ing heaven-bull; 

3. fertility: A. attribute of fertility-gods: a. 
Apollo, whose herd of cows was stolen by the 
youthful Hermes; b. (like the bull) a cow is an 
attribute of Hermes; b. (like the bull) a cow is 
an attribute of Zeus; B. when opposed to the 
bull, the cow is generally the rain-giver and the 
bull-sun the one who detains the fertilizing rain; 
C. the rain-bringer (especially • white cows: a 
cloud-aspect), again like the bull, has androgy
nous characteristics: vital heat (Egypt) and the 
Steed of Death (M.A.): the Great Goddess as 
goddess of Life and Death; 

4. moon: a. many lunar animals wear the 
horns of cows; b. several goddesses of 1. are 
also moon-goddesses: e.g. lo, Neith, etc.i 

5. dawn(goddess): (especially the red cow) 
attended by the renewal of sexual desire; 
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6. through milk she is related to the Mil~~ 
Way and Creation (several of the cow-goddCs\t'• 
represent the Chaos-cow); 

7. sacrifice: A. related to cleansing-rites a l 
ter death: a. the ashes of an unblemished all·r~cl 
heifer, which has not carried a yoke yet (so 
full of female fertility-potency) gave the J ew~ 
the "water of separation" to purify them fro m 
contact with the dead; 'uncleanness' is the co n 
sequence of the 'dead blood' inside the carcu~1· 
(not killed Kosher); the red heifer is 'clean' in 
side and can counteract the damage done by 
the bad blood of the carcase; or, red= blood 
life; or, 'red' of the 'red ' man = Adam-Edom 
Esau; v. Heifer; b . another heifer (not red) used 
to expiate the death of a man whose murderer 
was not known (Deut. 21 ); B. a 'general' 
(though not frequent) sacrifice was made when 
David was selected as king; 

8. Egyptian talisman: hung over temple· 
doors her skull wards off evil spirits; 

9. a young woman: "If ye had not plowed 
with my heifer, ye had not found out my rid
dle": Judg. 14, 18; 

IO. slenderness: "as slender in the middle as 
a cow in the waist": proverb; 

11. related to city-building: the site of 
Thebes was decided (by oracular advice) as the 
place, where a certain cow was kept running till 
she fell down tired; Mother-goddesses were usu
ally also city-goddesses, wearing crowns of 
city-walls (e.g. Cybele); cf. Bull F, 2, b, where 
Dido bought a piece of land "the size of a bull' s 
hide" for Carthage; Ilium (Troy) also was 
founded on a site indicated by a cow lying 
down; 

12. the opposite of the He-goat, by inver
sion; 

13. Zodiac: governs Scorpio; 
14. colour: a. white: v. l , and 3, c; b. red : 

represents the Dawn (v. 5), fire, light, or light
ning; cf. 7, a; 

15. J. Joyce: followed the traditional repre
sentation of Ireland as a cow; 

16. cowherd: a. honoured in classical 
Greece; b. despised in Egypt and Britain; 

17. cowhides: as fertility-rain-makers (cf. 
Fleece) they were used in wedding-<:eremonies 
and in pregnancy; 

18. folklore: a. they have a sweet breath as a 
reward for warming the Infant Jesus ('ox' again 

.Is a collective for bull or cow); b. red cows have 
special properties; c. every herd has a Master 
Cow, leading the others into mischief; d. if you 
give a cow to the poor in your life, that cow 
will guide you across the dangerous Milky Way 

hi v.), sometimes called "Cow's Lane"! a~ your 
d,11th; e. "a collier's cow and an alewife s sow 
111• always well fed": proverb; f. needfires (q.v.) 
hive to protect the cattle from witches, (or 
frnm diseases); g. among Italians as w~ll as 
llruids mistletoe (carefully gathered with a 
•••Iden knife, according to Pliny) gives a potion, 
winch fertilizes cattle, and is a panacea; 

19 . v. also Cattle, Calf. Bull, and Heifer. 
-•lip . 

1. general : a. a species of the Pnmulace~e to 
winch also the primrose and the Marsh Mangold 
h~lung; it is a bright yellow herbaceous peren-
111,11; b. it springs up, where there is cowdung; c. 
111 lrom the sweet scent of a cow's breath (v. 
t ·uw): d. another name: Herb Peter, because it 
1 1·~cmbles his keys; 2. rusticity; 3. grace, come
llm·~s; 4. pensiveness; cowslip water is good fo r 
111111nory: Webster (White Devil 5,4); 5. often 
u•lcrred to in connection with fairies: a. fre
•1ucntly in the MND, e.g. "The cowslips tall h_er 
111•nsioners be" (= body-guard): 2, l; b. Anel 
-11111s he lies in a cowslip: Tp. 5, I; 6. folklore: 
when planted upside down the fl?wers be~ome 
11•11 instead of yellow; it is used m love-d1vma· 
thin. 
GOICCOmb 

1. about the fool's cap: "Natural idiots and 
l1111ls have, and still accustom to wear, cock's 
1t-,11hcrs or a hat with the neck and head of a 
111ck on' the top, with a bell thereon": Minshew 
l" Ductor in Linguas") , 1617; related to the 
h••ud -wear of the Prince of the Carnava! ; 2. sin
~ulurity; 3. sun-rays (like saw-teeth); 4. v. Cock. 
•fib 

1. bad-tempered aggressiveness; 2. · regres-
11111 involution towards chaos; 3. grossness; 4. 

111-.11'h: a. related to the Summer-solstice and the 
1lruth of the Sun-hero through Cancer; b. "Does 
11 make for death to be Oneself a living ar
uwury'!" : A. Young; 5. regeneration: (like the 
I l'YPtian scarab, q.v.) it devou~s, w~at is transi-
1111y (alch.: the volatile), contnbutmg to mor~l 
,11111 physical regeneration; it is long-liv~d and ts 
1111nsformed into a scorpion durmg the 
11rnught after the sun is in Cancer; 6. Greek: a 
, 111b came to the assistance of Hydra, the 
hlruught) monster fought by Heracles;_ for such 
hllcs in a sacred heel: v. Heel; 7. Zodiac: Can-
11•1, opening gate of summer; 8. psych.: a. ~n 
,\, 1·asional theriomorphic symbol of Self m 
1l11·urns; b. (related to lobster :) in dream~ its 
t luws gripping one means: anything that clings 
111 one, especially sexual relations, from wh~ch 
11111· wants to free oneself, but cannot, which 
u111kes one 'regress' (crab walking backwards); 
, In dreams: repulsive (because morally re-
1•i1·s~ed) sex, due to the projection of the ac-

crane 

companying visceral changes; the orgasm, a 
'gripping' sensation in the abdomen; related 
symbols: spiders, vampires, etc.; 9. emblem of 
the Sea; . 

10. literary references: A. T.S. Eliot: des1~e 
to be moving claws scuttling across the sea _m 
Prufrock: safety from human contact (by its 
shell-armour), safety from the need to make 
human contact; a regressive urge; B. D. 
Thomas: the author is a crab: a poet of the sun, 
women and children, who are innocent: the op
posite of the spider (e.g. "Whe~ the Oct_ob_er 
winds"); 11 . the Hermit Crab (w1thdr~ws m tts 
shell and cannot be attacked): cautton, fore
sight, knowledge of corning events: foresees: 
the rising of the Nile, and, like the tortoise ?nd 
the crocodile, brings its eggs in safety to a high
er place; J 2. folklore: a. it depends on the 
moon and grows with it (Cancer= the House of 
the Moon) ; b. an unlucky animal: because of its 
gait; therefore from of old the tumour was 
called Cancer; yet Pliny descr. many crab-<:ures, 
esp. against (scorpion-)bites (32, 18-~6); c. 
weather-prediction: "The slow crab dtd take 
Pebbles into her mouth , and ballast made Of 
gravel, for her stay, against the Gales": storm 
coming: Chapman: "Eugenia'', also when they 
come inland (Aratus: Phaen. 1l3f.). 
crab-tree 

J . old, foolish, and cowardly people: "We 
have some old crab-trees here at home, that will 
not Be grafted to your relish": Cor. 2, l; 2. 
irritability: probably related to the irascibility 
of the crab, and 'crabbed age'. 
crack . 

folklore: there is a general tabu on steppmg 
on cracks between stones, pavement, floor
boards, cellar-gratings (q.v.), etc.; v. Pavement 
for 'Bears'. 
cradle 

l. birth or rebirth; 2. shelter, protection; 3. 
the coffin (birth = falling into matter), or the 
body (housing the spirit-soul); 4. native town or 
country: e.g. the cradle of civilization! 5. a 
rocking cradle: the up.s and downs of hfe; 6. 
folklore: a. it is unlucky to bring a new cradle 
into a house before the baby is born; related to 
the general fear of using somet_hing for the first 
time: e.g. churchyard (q.v.), bndge (q.v.); and a 
challenge of the gods; b . to protect the baby 
against witches and fairies one sh?uld pu~ salt, 
metal objects, a rowan cross, garlic, etc. m the 
cradle; c. for its material : v . Birch; 7. v. Ark, 
Chest, Boat, Child, etc. 
crane 

1. flight : height-symbolism: flying through 
pure 'aether'; therefore they are attribut_es in 
Contemplation-icons; 2. posture: haughtiness, 
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crane 

snobbism; 3. longevity: they were supposed to 
live to a fabu lous age , like all those long-necked 
b irds standing at the water-side; 4. psycho
po mp, immo rtality; 5. justice; cranes revenged 
the murder of the poet Ibycus by d riving the 
killers to distraction: they hounded them like 
furies; 6. the good and diligent soul , purity : v. 
1; 7. attribute of Religion a nd Mo nast ic life; 
they fo llow anyone who takes the lead (Mon
taigne); and v. 1; 8. augury: generally favo ur
able (l ike the eagle and vu lture): a. "observe the 
t ime of their coming"= obedience to the law of 
the Nature-god Yahweh; b. in Greece the cry of 
the migrating crane set the t ime fo r reaping and 
sowing; c. when a crane appears suddenly he is 
a hera ld of the end of a war; d . messenger of 
rain ; e. when the high-flying crane seek the safe
ty of the valley, a storm is approaching: Vergil 
(Georg. I , 374f.); 

9. vigilance: (according to Pliny and others) 
when cranes have a period of rest on their lo ng 
migrations, they post sent inels around the 
place; in order not to sleep, these stand on o ne 
foot, and ho ld a stone in the other (or take 
one in their beaks), whose dropping will wake 
them up ; as such they are also a symbol of 
servitude; I 0. dawn: with the herons, standing 
at t he water-side they are the first to welco me 
the dawn; 11. happiness; 12. inquisitiveness; 13. 
lust: in Dante (Inf. C. 5) the lovers are driven 
about incessantly by a whirlwind, and are com
pared to starlings, doves, and cra nes (all sy m
bols o f love); moreover there is another com
parison with cranes in Purg. (C. 26) where Lust 
is punished ; there they are mentioned with fish 
(another phallic symbol); 14. its sound: a. mis
erable chatter: Isa. 38, 14 ; b. it s loudness: "The 
crane the geaun t, with his trompes (= trumpet
er's) soune" : Chaucer (Pof 344); 

15. sacred to: Artemis, Athene, Apo llo, 
Hermes, Theseus, T(h)oth ; 16. loyalty; 17. in 
art: related to chrysanthemums and pines; 18. 
enormous ·migratio ns: in V-formation they fly 
from the Tropic of Cancer to the Arctic and 
back; 19 . related to the mysterio us pigmies: a. a 
Pigmean queen from mountainous Ethiopia 
was conquered by Juno in a fjght, and changed 
into a crane; thus she created enmity between 
the Pigmies and the cranes: Ovid (Metam. 6, 
90- 9 1 ); b. when they leave Greece for the 
winter, they fly high towards the ocean (Okea
nos), bringing death to t he pigmies, who are 
only a fist high: Homer (Iliad 3, 4ff.); v. also 
Pliny (7, 2, and 10, 30); 

20. healing: in medieval English carvings we 
see cranes sucking the brea th of sick men; 21. 
rela ted to the alphabet: Hy gin us says that Pala-
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medes inven ted many letters of the alph:1tw1 Ii\ 
watching the wed ge-shaped formation ol !111 
cranes' flight (as Thoth ); some say it wa ' 111 
vented by the Fates; Cadmus is said 10 lt.1\• 
changed it later; according to st ill others It \\ 1 
Hermes who made the characters; 22. po~1 1 1 
related to the cranes and Hermes as the 111 I 
protector of the poets; v. 21; 23. her. (usu.illy 
with the stone): a. extreme ingeniousnes,, h 
watch fulness, vigilance; c. announces g11•.11 
events; 24 . the crane-dance: rela ted to 1111 
Great Goddess: a. its colours arc: white, blad 
and reddish (v. Colours); b. labyrinthine evolu 
lions (similar to the partridge-dance, q.v.) 11111 
tating the dance of the courting cranes W<'11 
made on the dance-floor Theseus buil t 1111 
Ariadne ; or were perfo rmed by Theseus 0 11 

landing at Delos after killing the Minotaur; \ 
the first da nce in Cnossos in which men an1l 
women danced together; d. the crane takes 11 
s teps before she can become airbo rne (9 is .1 
number sacred to the Goddess). 
crane-fly 

1111rsery-rhy111e: the incarnation of the devil 
o r a witch: he cannot say his prayers, and must 
therefore be take n by the left leg and th rown 
down the stairs; a nother name is "Daddy-Long 
Legs". 
crayfish 

I. nonchalance; 2. laziness; 3. loss of faith . 
4. Synagogue, as personificatio n of th e Jewish 
religion. 
cremat ion 

l . vario us forms : a. complete cremation 
(rare in forme r days), in which the bones wert· 
burnt again later, mixed with other matt er; b. 
burning of the soft ma tter, so that the bones 
cou ld be buried (the Hebrew way) or put in a 
cremation-urn; this form of crema tion is often 
related to ancestor-worship : the remains could 
thus be ke pt above the ground; 2. o ther reasons 
for cremation: a. sublimation (by the elimina
tion of baser matter) and 'purificatio n by fire', 
e.g. to provide immortality to sun-heroes 
through resurrection ; b. salvation of, and 
through, the spiri t , to a llow entrance into the 
heavens; c. a mark of nobility: associated with 
rank and sta tus; d. (or the opposite:) the flames 
dest roy the bodies of witches, criminals, etc. 
completely; c. to prevent the spirits (of the jeal
ous dead) from 'walking' and doing harm to the 
living, whether to their relatives or their 'mor
tal' ·enemies; f. to prevent an enemy fro m mo
lesting the body , or witches, magicians, etc. 
fro m abusing the bodies for black magic; g. 
ashes seen as the primal dust to which man 're
turneth'. 

... .., . .. , . . h 
1 llll' 1110011 in her changing ~spect. a. t ~ 

tu"' moon o r the old , but especially the ne.w. 
I"" th , b. represents the world of chang.mg 

1•h• i11H11cna ; 2. feminine: a. passive, aquattc, b. 
uthh·m of virgin goddesses and mo thers: 

I\ 11111«, 1he Viri:in Mar~, etc.; c. t l~e Amazo~s 
h ul 'rc~ccnt ·shapcd sl11elds: Vergtl (Aen: , 
••1111 , \ the pure soul : Egy pt;4 . the boat ot the 
i. 1 pin~; s. prophetic: v. Moon; 

11 lil'f.: a. high honours, especially through 
lh• ('111sades; b . change; hope fo r greater glory; 

"l<'nccs: Romulus' counsellors wore cres-
• • nl ' nn their shoes; d. modern: second sons an~ 
1111 h families; 7. the letter C; 8 . amulets of th1.s 
h " "' :ire worn all over the Near East. and M~d.1-

11111111can. for general protection against lunacy 
'" witchcraft (Hebrew, Rome, etc.); 9. ~rescent 
I 1111r : a. imaj!.e of Paradise; b. the Vt~gm Mary ; 
, 11,.. hlami<.: world ; 10. crescent with seven
l""'''''u s1ar: t he lunar changes in the world.of 
1 .. 1111•: ~1t1r ibutc of Cybele : 11. crescent with 
11111111• s1ars: the lleavenly Host with the .su-

God Of 11.gh t · 12 jiolklore: seen t irst 
l'll11HC · 1 • 

,,,,.1 the right shoulder: luck; over the left: bad 

h11~. 13.v.Moon. 
..... . h 

t a common name for many plants ot t c 
11111' 1.arcl-fam ily' the best-kno wn of wh ich is .th~ 
".itn-cress (q .v.): it has sharp-flavou.red basa. 
h ,1ves. which are used in salads,. seasonmgs, etc., 
• 1v111 .: OE 'cresse' ~ to gro~v ; '!s pungency tor; 

111n1ts the nostnls ( nasturttum ), bu_t has gr~a. 
i 11111tivc value and keeps away snakes; 2. stabth-
1 ~ , power; 3. something small or valueless. 

crocodi le 

llo mer (II. 3, 151 ); c. champion poet in Greece; 
Acanthian cricket: taciturnity: in Acanthus t~.e 
crickets do no t sing; 3. " as merry as a cricket : 
e.g. IH4 2, 4 ; 4 . T.S. Eliot: " And the ~~a~. tree 
gives no shelter, the cricket no rehet l .111e 
Waste Land" prt. I ); a . connected with Ttt ho
nus; v. Cicada ; b. related to the burden of the. 
grasshopper (Ecd. 20, 5); c. prognosticator o~ 
rain (the most likely); v. f olklore A ;S.folklore. 
A. predicts rain or storm: when it chirps louder 
than usual; B. predict~ death : ~;."I h eard ~he 
owl scream and the cnckets cry . Mac. 2, 2 , b. 
when it leaves a ho use suddenly; cf. . cock
roach; c. a singinf. cricket indicates the ttme of 
the night : Cym. 2, 2. 
crimson f , 1 , I . often has the symbolic value o purp e ; 
2. regal colour : Arthur and Liew .. L~w were 
'crimson-stained'; 3. Dante : ('verm1gha ) a ltght
ning conquers all Dante's senses (with the wmd 
and the trembling earth) a t the end o t the 
Canto: the usual accompa niment of the mter
vention o f a Supreme Deity (Inf. 3, l 33ff.); 4. 
used in funerary rites by the Greeks, to appease 
the Gods (blood-colour); 5. the colour of Pan: 
Vergil (Eel. 10, 26); 6. Ro me: the triumphant 
generals' faces and hands were smeared wtth 
crimson : v. Red ; 7. love; 8. the colour of sm : 
Isa . l , 18;9 . August;v.Red. 
Crispi(a) n, St. 

1. feast: October 25; 2. patro n of shoemak
ers· 3. remembered for the battle of Agmcourt: 
"This day is called the feast of Crispian . He that 
o utlives this day , and comes safe home , WtU 
stand a t ip-toe when this day is named, And 

I'"" I ' I . originally an emblem placed on a he met, 
inti therefore related to the symbohsm of 

1 fl';id; 2 . as a war-emblem tt was worn by a 
' hid; 3. it indicated the predommant sphere ? f 
,11 1lon of the knigh t . by winch he could be d1s-
1111)'uished , and which showed hts. belov~d (Ins 
-.1111111a'); 4 . tho ugh t; 5 . courage, pn de, spm t. 

rouse him at th,e name of Crispian": HS 4 , 3. 
criss-cross 

l. originally the Christ-cross-row: the ~gure 
of a cross prefixed to the alphabet m horn
books' (= primers); 2. "And from the cross-row 
plucks the le tter G ... ": R3 1, I ; 3. " I would 
some scholler would me sh ow The Letters of 
my criss-cross-row": ballad ("Wil ~h?. Merry 
Weaver, and Charity the Chambermaid ); 4. D. 
Thomas : " He had by heart the Christ-cross-row Crete 

I . land of liars: Ovid (De Arte . Am. l_. 
"IH)· 2 "11ie Cretians are always !tars, evil 
h1•asi's, s.low bellies": quoted by St. Paul (Ti.tu_s 
I ' 12) from a line suppo~edly wnttcn by Ept; 
lllL'nides: the Cretans pretended to have Zeus 
q,ive; in reality a much older vege tation deity 
~.1s meant, la ter ident ified with Zeus; 3. fa
mous runners: Xeno pho n (Anab. 4, 8, 27.), 
l'tndar (Olymp. O. 12); 4. lo ng-bow men m 
llumcri<.: times; 5. the best 'simples' grow on 

t '1cte. 
c~rlcket 

I. summer ; 2. it s sound : a. twittering wo: 
n1cn: Wint. 2, I ; b. loq uacity : wise old men . 

of death". 
Crockett, Davy 

1. in children's rhymes he is best-known fo r 
the unlikely places where he wa~born (on th e 
moon a cafc table-to p , etc.), the fea ts he per
form:d as an infant (e.g. killing his parents, a 
cop, etc.); 2. he is related to the Teddy-boy era. 

crocodile . 
1. Egyptian hier. : a. fury and ev.11; b .. govern-

mental tyranny ; 2. death ; 3 . voractty: m a Me- . 
dieval icon f asting is re presented as seated o~ a 
crocod ile whose mouth is bound ; 4 . fec~ndttY 
and power: a. related to mud and vegetatton; b. 
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crocus 

(like snakes and insects) they are bred from the 
slime of the Nile by the operation of the Sun; 
ref. Ant. 2, 7; c. its legendary medicinal powers 
equal those of the hyena; 5. caution, foresight, 
knowledge: a. (like the Crab and the Tortoise) 
it can predict the rising of the Nile; b. it resem
bles the Dragon and the Serpent (q.v.); 

6 . hypocrisy: it sheds tears over its victims, 
or allures them by tears: 2H6 3, 1; 7. the Devil 
(= evil personified) or Hell (swallowing man 
whole); 8. lust: in the icons of medieval monas
teries naked Lust (of course female) rides a 
crocodile; its tooth is aphrodisiac; 9. persecu
tion of a minority: a monster eating small fish; 
IO. Leviathan is often represented as a croco
dile; also a Dragon; its natural enemies are the 
'ichneumon' (shared with the Asp), and dol
phins; 

11. devours what must be returned to 
chaos: sometimes placed in the background of 
the Tarot-fool (v. Fool); it kills those of its 
young which do not snap at something as soon 
as they emerge from the eggs; 12. psych.: (like 
cat, snake, and bear) the Kore and Mother
figures represented as animals: in this case as 
monsters of the subconscious underworld; 13. 
Zodiac: governs Capricorn; 14 . Egypt: A. fa
vourable: a. sacred in Thebes; b. a disguise of 
the sun-god Ra; c. sacred to fertility-gods: 
sometimes Osiris is said to be recovered by it in 
the Nile; d. its eyes: East, light; e. Divine Rea
son: it has no tongue and can see when its eyes 
are closed (the transparent film over them); B. 
unfavo urable: a. Typhon once had that shape; 
b . sacred to such ominous gods as Set (evil Pas
sions) and Buto (the world of death), Cheop, 
Sebeh, etc.; c. its tail: West , darkness; d. Time 
(as a head-piece): devours everything; 

15. D. Thomas: ("I in my intricate image"): 
a. related to the worm and serpent and Egypt; 
b. emblem of the truth which is 'clawed out'; c. 
sifi or death; 16. cosmetic: its dung gives radi
ance to the skin and removes wrinkles; 17. croc
odile+ lily + papyrus: the Land of the Dead. 
crocus 

l. general: A. etym .: Gr. 'krokos' is of Se
mitic origin; cf. Hebr. 'karkom' = saffron; B. 
some species of this hardy , bulbous iris-family 
flower in spring, some in autumn; the latter 
(the 'croi;us nudiflorus') is the only native 
British species and yields saffron; C. myth.: a. a 
Greek young man fell in love with a nymph 
called Smilax ('fern'), who did not answer his 
love; he pined away and the Gods changed him 
into a crocus; b. the blood of Prometheus, 
when he was bound to the Caucasus, made 
crocuses spring up; they may have been the 
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'meadow~affron', and protected Jason again\! 
the fire-breathing bulls; c. the crocus was found 
in the place where Narcissus had died : Ovhl 
(Metam. 3, 509); d. (with lotus and hyacinth) 
the crocus formed the love-bed of Zeus and 
Hera: Homer (II. 14, 348); e. the flower " 
sacred to the Great Goddess of Life, Magic, 
f ree Love and Death: Hecate; D. it thrives on 
being trod on; 

2. death: "give, gods, that the ea rth may Iii· 
light on the shades of the forefathers, and may 
the fragrant crocus and eternal spring bloom 
over their urns": Juvenal (Sal. 7, 207ff.); v. al'u 
1, C; 3. (illicit) love; 4. hardiness: v. 1, D; 5. 
cheerfulness; Gr.: in summer many-coloured 
flowers decked Apollo's altar, in winter sweet 
crocus (Callimachus H2, 83); 6. Christian: em 
blem of the Virgin Mary; 7. use: as perfume and 
medicinal (nervine, stomachic, and against the 
gout). 
cromlech 

l . the word is the Welsh equivalent of Doi· 
men: tlat stones resting horizontally on some 
stones put up sideways; etym.: 'crom' 
crooked, concave, ' llech' = flat stone; 2. as a 
monument of unhewn stone it is a shrine of fire 
and sun-worship; 3. ferti lity-cult : they are dedi 
cated to the Great Mother (Earth), whcrea\ 
'menhirs' are masculine ; 4 . the space between, 
and the holes in, the stones arc important in 
fertility health-rites ; 5 . cf. Dolmen and Stone. 
crook 

1. Egypt: a. power and sovereignty; b. em
blem of Anub is, Osiris, etc.; c. the lash and 
crook of the Pharaohs: dualism (q.v.); 2. the 
staff of the heavenly shepherd; 3. (sigmoid:) a. 
divine power; b. communications and connec
tions; 4. (spiral:) creative power (v. Spiral); 5 . 
divine leadership; 6. pastoral staff of the 
Church, bishops, etc.; 7. symbol of faith. 
crosier 

l. bishop's sta ff: cf. Crook: 2. originally a 
Tau-cross, having got its bent form in the 17 th 
century; 3. (thus) a life-symbo l (like e.g. the 
Caduceus), rel;1ted to the phallic staff which the 
Etruscan augurs consulted. 
cross 

A. symbol of life: 1. the Tree of Life: in 
inverse form ; in the M.A. it was often Y~haped , 
with living branches, etc.: world-axis, Ladder to 
Heaven ; 2. creative power and eternity: Assy
rians and Celts; 3. related to fire (fire-making 
with two· sticks ): fertility and future life: e.g. 
among the Phoenicians and Egyptians; 4. cruci
fixion then becomes a punishment: a. nailing to 
the cross as the symbol of the man himself, and 
the life he has desecrated and profaned; b. in 

t ;rccce the stake on which a criminal died was 
rnllcd 'Hecate'; the person crucified thus be
rnrnes united with his mother (v. B) in death, 
1111d at the same time negates the act of union, 
11aying for his guilt with deadly torment; 5. re
lutcd to the double axe or mallet as sun
ernblem: e.g. among the Teutons and Celts; 6. 
Immortality, life eternal: crosses over graves 
(c~pecially of kings), later also where accidents 
hud happened or crimes had been committed; 

O. related to the Mother Goddess: I. there 
11rc numerous examples of heroes (also in Ger-
111,mic literature) who are ritually hanged on a 
tree, and pierced with a spear, e.g. Odin was 
thus wounded: "offering I was To Odin, myself 
to myselr'; the heroes thus became immorta
ll1cd; Siegfried's fatal spot was (curiously) 
murked by a cross 'stitched on'; 2. a human 
llvure with outstretched arms and closed feet 
111 tcn replaced the Cross: archaic idols have 
lll'cn found in that attitude , the 'mother' aspect 
•l•C•Sed by prominent breasts; 

C. androgyne, especially the Crux Ansata: 
I . originally it was a cross of which the extrcmi-
1 ll'S were split, ending in a serpent's or eagle's 
ht•Jd ; 2. various explanations have been sug
~r,ted for this Tau-cross with a loop on top 
<r .)I. a loin-cloth, or a deity looking at himself 
111 a mirror), but the simplest would be: a. the 
I) female, the preserver; b . the T = the active, 
the generator of life, wisdom, etc.; 3. together 
thul would make: divine knowledge, life and 
Immortality, spirit and matter (or water, as 
p11ma materia), s trength and wisdom, etc.: all 
1t11ms of 'conjunctio' of 'opposites'; 4. in Egyp
llun hieroglyphs: a. life to come, health, happi-
111•,s, truth; b. macro-cosm : sun - sky - earth; 
mlcro-cosm : head - arms - body; 5. a sy mbol 
111 rain and fertility: in Egypt expressed sym
h111ically by putting the ansate cross in the 
mouth, instead of just carrying it around; 

l). creation: I. two-dimensional: the four 
1l11cctions of Space on earth (v. Compass); 2. 
1hrce.<Jimensional: a. zenith to nadir : the 
wnrld-axle; b. East - west: front - back= equi-
11111·tial line; c. North - South: left - right: 
'"htitial line; 3. antithesis of Ouroboros = anar
' hk dynamism preceding the creation of cos-
111m and emergence of order; 4. boundary-
111.uk : e.g. Scandinavia ; 

E. death: crucifixion: I. general: a. as pun
l•hment or sacrifice: v. A, 4, and B, 1; b. suffer-
1111•, caused by essential contradiction and am
hlvulence, by essential duality, especially when 
11·1nescnted with two symmetrically opposed 
l"'rsons or things, like a female (mother) and 
11111lc (disciple), by the sun and moon, b y a 

cross 

good and bad murderer, etc.; 2. Christ's Cruci
fixion: a. many trees have been mentioned as 
the material of the cross, e.g. palm, cypress, 
cedar, olive; b . it either grew as a tree out of 
Adam's grave, planted there by Seth (some be
lieve Adam's head was severed and buried 
there) or it stood in the same place; c. since the 
7th century Christ was represented as the Hang
ing God, on the Tree of Life; for the Hebrews 
the cross had been the sign of the expected 
Messiah ; d. redemption and victory through 
love and self-sacrifice, Divine· Wisdom (also in 
ancient Ireland); e. D.H. Lawrence and D. 
Thomas: life, love, death and poetry; 

F. initiation: I. Greek: those who were ini
tiated into the Dionysiac and Eleusinian mys-. 
teries, after a 'new birth', wore one on their 
breast; 2. Mithraism: candidates for admission 
had the Tau-cross tattooed on their foreheads; 
3. Christianity: the (sign of the) cross plays an 
important part in various forms of baptism, 
confirmatio n, etc.; 

G. amulet against danger: I. related to the 
sword as a 'weapon' used against primordial 
monsters (in later form the devil); 2. making a 
cross-sign towards a malignant supernal ural 
force (e.g. in Christianity in exorcizing the 
d evil) is as effective as calling that particular 
force's name (magic of name) to "the four cor
ners of the earth", or to "the four wind~"; 

H. mercy: l. in Rome and Greece acquitted 
criminals had their names marked with a cross; 
2. the Red Cross (v. below); 

I. heaven: Scandinavia; 
J . psych.: I . fire; 2. suffering and existence; 
K. number: l. four; 2. v. Libra for its con

nection with number 7; 
L. illiteracy: kings or noblemen, who could 

not write, used to put a cross on documents as 
a good-luck sign; now a signature for anyone 
who cannot write his name; but v. T; 

M. carrying a cross: I. related to the carry
ing of a tree, which figured prominently in the 
cults of Dionysus and Ceres; 2. v. C, 5; 

N. a Fiery or Burning Cross: 1. 0. Norse and 
Scottish summon to a council of war; 2. in de
based form: syml)ol of the 'Knights' of the Ku 
Klux Klan, so: bloodthirsty lawlessness, bigot
ry, etc.; 3. substitute of human fertility sacri
fice· 

0. a broken cross: at a tournament it was 
dishonourable to have one's lance broken 
cross-wise, instead of length-ways: v. Ado 5, I; 

P. St. Andrew's c;oss: 1. perfection; 2. 
number JO: Roman X , made up of two V's; 3. 
connected with the Hour-glass, and the spiral of 
resurrection; 
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crossroads 

Q. Chi-R/io: I. Christian: a. supposedly seen 
by Constantine on the Eve of the Defeat of 
Maxentius; b. = the first two letters of 'Chris
tos'; 2. pre-Christian: a. P =Pater= Father; b. X 
=Great Fire= sun; 

R. Red Cross: I. love and mercy: military 
a nd civil emergency service; 2. St. George, 
England; 3. the Christian Crusader ; 

S. further combinations: 1. cross+ anc/ior + 
hear/: fa ith, hope, and charity ; 2 . cross on a 
ball: a. the orb, the imperial globe; b. the spirit 
surmounting the material world; 3. ba ll over a 
cross: gradual enlightenment; cf. Circle and 

· cross; 4. cross and circle: a. sun-emblem: = 
swastika (Thor's hammer, etc.); b. male and fe
male (= cross + horseshoe); c . triad and unity; 
5. cross +rose: Rosicrucians: v. Rose; 6. cross 
and doves: contemplating salvation; 7. crossed 
pipes: a. awakener or summoner; b. Christ and 
Pan; 

T. v. Horn. 
crossroads 

1. the hero's Choice (q.v.); 2. intersection of 
any dual form: space and time, etc.; 3. the 
Mystic centre, where a deity is placed for guid
ance: a. Christ; b. Herms, baetyls, etc.; c. 
Rome: the city-guardians (Lares Com pita lcs) 
were especially worshipped at crossroads 
(Ovid: Fasti 2, 6 l 5f.); 4. sacred to Diana
Hecate (usually represented by a n equilateral 
cross); 5. mother-symbol: union of opposites 
(J ung); 6. folklore: a. meeting-place or witches 
and demon s; they figure prominent ly in many 
magical prescriptions; b. burial at crossroads of 
vampires (with a stake through the heart o r the 
head , to pin them to the place), fc lom, suicides, 
witches, etc.: to prevent their return home, as 
they will get mixed up about which road to 
take; c . (the reverse:) since it is a place of great 

. magic power, it is the second best place of 
burial to consecrated ground; d. Gr.: often the 
place where offal was dumped, and a good 
place for the beggars to sit (e.g. Callimachus 
H6, l l 4f.). 
crow 

1. myt/i.: a. the crow was made black by 
Apollo for reporting too late that the nymph 
Coronis ('crow') was unfaithful; it is a common 
theme that angry gods turned crows black; b. a 
silvery white crow, originally a princess, became 
black: Ovid (Metam. 2, 535); c. 'crow' is often 
a collective name for all kinds of b lack, oracu
lar, carrion birds (especially the raven, q .v.): a n 
easy mix-up in Latin (corvix and corvum) and 
Greek; d. hooded crows vary with ravens as 
manifestations of the Great Goddess of the 
Celts, Morrighan-Rhiannon ; 2. chatter: a. oracu
lar, messenger, tale-bearer, and a ugury: v. I , a; 
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usually unfavourable; b. "with vois of care" ( 
anxiety): Chaucer (PoF 363); 3. thief of all tha t 
glitters; 4. cunning and omnivorous: lives 'by 
his wits'; if a nut is too hard to crack, he drop~ 
it from a great height; 

5. pride: a. loses a piece of meat by the fla t 
tery of the fox: Aesop; b. "the crow thinks her 
own bird fa irest": proverb; 6. the Devil: likl' 
most black, or black-and-white, birds; 7. un 
trustworthy: caught in a snare it promised a 
sacrifice to Apollo, which it forgot as soon as it 
was freed; when caught aga in it promised one 
to Hermes, which (even) he did not trust; 8. 
plebeians, as the opposite of the aristocratic 
eagle: "the rabble ... w ill Break o pe the locks o' 
th' Senate and bring in The crows to peck the 
eagles": Cor. 3, I; 9. longevity: lives three tim es 
as long as man: "the treble-dated crow" (prob. 
raven again): the mourner in Phoen. ; acc. to 
Hesiod it tlves 9 ·t irnes as lo ng as man; 

10. herm it: life in soli tude, on a superior 
plane; cf. the daws and rooks living in colonies; 
11. creative, dern iurgic power, fertility: Norse; 
l l. spiritual strength, the civilizer of the world: 
height-symbolism: flies through pure 'aether'; 
13. related to: A. Apollo: a. v. 1, a; b . when the 
Gods fled from the Olyrn pus in fear of Typhon 
Apollo took the shape of a crow; B. Asclepius, 
and Saturn; C. enemy of Athene: '10 crows 
were allowed to visit the Acropolis; 14. con
j ugal fe licity: when in pairs, and especially 
when perched; the widow( er) was not sup
posed to remate in Egypt; the Greeks said to a 
bride: "Corne here, pretty crow" and held it 
sacred to Hera-Juno; 

15. houses the souls of sacr ificed kings 
(prob. another mix-up with 'raven'); 16. her. : a. 
already on the ba nne rs of the Danes and the 
Knights Ternplar; b. a quiet life, a settled habi
tation; 17. poetic propagation: engenders his 
offspring by breathing: etheria l propaga tion 
(Phoen.); 18. a/ch.: the begin ning: black mat
ter, like the fertilized eart h: v. Putrefaction; 19. 
literary references: A. W. S!iakespeare: a. asso
ciated carrion-bird - death - darkness; b. dis
tance: fly in a straight line: speed ; c. associated 
with a beetle (q.v.): B. J . Joyce: the "carrion 
crow": a. God; b. the Church ; 

20. a three-legged crow on a solar disk: 
Christ, connected with the three stages of the 
sun: rising, zenith, setting; 21. white crow: a 
rarity or unusual occurrence; 22. crow's feet: 
dwarfs were supposed to have them (q.v.); 23. 
crow-flower: Ham. 4 7: v. Buttercup= 'Crow
foot'; 24. folklore: a. generally a bad omen 
(like raven); Ce ltic: connected with terrible 
beings who were once goddesses and, after 
Christianity , lived on as hags or monsters; b. 

Wl'ilther-prognostication; c. nursery-rhymes: a. 
111 variants of counting-out rhymes several peo-
1•!1· :ire sent east and west, but always some land 
111 a crow's nest: e.g.: "Where do all the 
fl rcnchmen, Scotsmen, young men, etc.) go? 
111 the east and to the west, And into the old 
1 ruw's nest" (= the Devil's nest = Hell?); b. 
whrn a "monstrous crow, Was b ig as a tar
li.urcl" flew by the quarrelling Tweedledum 
•llHI Tweedledee, they stopped fighting at once; 
11 child lore: on seeing crows (like magpies 
•'h'.): "One fo r sorrow, two for joy, Three for a 
h•ttcr. four for a boy". 
crowd 

1. the superior form of Multiplicity (q.v.): 
l11t,1lity, Oneness; its inferior form: mob; 2. a 
•ln'aming mass of people in motion: a. psych.: 
1111' unco nscious (like ocean-waves); b. people in 
I hnho: neither good nor bad: Dante (Inf.), 
Liken over by Eliot ("The Waste Land" prt. I). 
vrown 

I . sun-emblem: fire, light: a. glory, beauty, 
h1111our; b. victory; c. spiritual enl.ightenment; 
11 nttribu te of gods and planets, but especially 
/ru~; 2. related to Tree: the ornaments still 
huvc the leaf or branch-motifs, showing their 
>q•ctal origin: the band is of later origin; in
v1•n t cd by Liber Pater (fertility Dionysus): 
l'lluy (7, 56 and 16, 3ff.); 3. circular form: a. 
111•rtcction; b. eternal life; c. the feminine prin
' lplc: a. Solomon was crowned by his mother 
In I he day of his espousals': relic of matriarchal 
~•1lcty; b. Wisdom (Sophia =femini ne) crowns 

11 man: Prov. 4, 9ff.; 4. royal attribute: A. fa 
v1111rable : a. empire, dignity, judgment, renown, 
1 h hes; b. history; c. responsibility: "Uneasy lies 
1111• head that wears a crown": 2H4 3, I ; B. 
1111l.1vourable: a. ambition (in the sense of 
t ,11•s.); b. pride, tyranny; c. vanity; d. false 
~ 1111wlcdge or material success; 

~.rela ted to the Head, which it surmounts 
11111 wrnbolizes: wisdom, insight, elevated 
lhnui:hts (height-symbolism); 6. death: a. 
' Within the hollow crown That rounds the 
11111rtal temples of a king Keeps Death his 
11111rt": R2 3, 2; b. 'corona sepulchralis' or 
I 11ncbr is': the funerary crown used in the cult 

111 the dead; c. immortality: a. "Give me my 
r11h1', put on my crown; I have Immortal long
llif'~ in me": Ant. 5, 2; b. "Be thou faithfu l 
unto death, and I wiJI give thee a crown of 
1111•": Rev. 2, 10; 7. a/ch .: a. transmutation of 
li.1wr metals into higher, spiritual evolution; b. 
1111• Hermaphrodite (q.v.) is often crowned; 8. 
lll'r: scignorial authority; 9. Greek and Rome: 
.1 'corona sacerdotalis': for pr iests engaged in 
11r11'ice; b. 'corona convivialis': worn by ban-

crystal 

queters; c. 'corona nuptialis': worn at weddings; 
d. 'corona civica' : an oak-leaf crown for a sol
dier who had saved a fellow citizen's life; e. 
'corona obsidionalis': of grass or wild-flowers, 
given to deserving generals; 

10. Cabala: 'The Tongue' : the balance be
tween Justice a nd Mercy; cf. "it (= Mercy) be
comes The throned monarch better than his 
crown": Mer.V. 4 , 1; 11. water-mark: since the 
M.A.; 12. number of crowns: A. two crowns: 
M.A.: symbol of Liberty; B. three crowns: a. on 
a banner or dress: King Arthur; b. the Pope's 
Tiara: a. the Church divided into three worlds: 
Purgatory (Suffering), on earth (Militant), and 
in Heaven (Triumphant); b. priest, teacher, 
king; or, king, priest, and military leader; c. the 
spiritual, psychical, and physical world; 13. 
kinds of crown: A. a crown of candles : related 
to fairies: "The fairy-host stream into the hall, 
with round s of waxen tapers on their heads, 
which they swiftly kindle at the hearth as they 
pass": stage-direction MND 5, 1; also Wiv. 4, 4; 
B. crown of seven stars: a. merit , virtue, rejoic, 
ing: given by Dionysus to Ariadne ; b. Roman 
emperor's festa l crown; C. a crown of iron: a. 
the crown of the ancient Lombard kings, first 
worn by the Empress Theodelinda (d. 627); b. 
worn by· Charlemagne and Napoleon; it had a 
narrow iron strip inside, made of the 'nails of 
the True Cross', which Helena (Constantine's 
mother) had found ; D. a crown of turrets: a. 
the great mother-goddess as defender of cities 
(which are symbols of Mother themselves): 
Cybele, Diana of Ephese, Rhea, etc.; b. 'corona 
m ura Ii:.' : Rome: for one who had first scaled 
the walls of a besieged town; E. a crown with 
beaks of ships: 'corona nava lis': for the winner 
of a naval victory; 14. French crown: v. Bald
ness . 
crucible 

a/ch .:= the body; v. Oven. 
crystal 

I. transparency: conjunction o f opposites: 
"matter seen through"; 2. purity; 'crystal 
house' or 'cabinet': pure heart (W. Blake); 3. 
wisdom, intuitive knowledge, translucence of 
thought, the spirit, the intellect: a precious 
stone; 4. related. to eyes: a. two crystals at the 
bottom of the Fountain of Narcissus are eyes in 
the Roma n de la Rose; b. "his mistress Did hold 
his eyes locked in her crystal look": Gent. 2, 4; 
c. "A closet never pierced w ith crystal eyes"(= 
the heart): Sonn. 46; d. talisman against the 
Evil Eye: kill like with like; 5. related to water: 
a. of Baptism; b. crystal = fossil ice or frozen 
dew; c. tears; 6. "the terrible crystal": the fir
mament over the four ' living creatures' in· 
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cube 

Ezekiel: the icy North; prob. the North as the 
place where God dwells; being formed of mois
ture falling from the sky like pure snow (Gr. 
'crystal' means crystal and ice) it cannot stand 
hea t;. 7. crystal ball: a. of the 'crystal.gazer' ; 
especially Rock crystal; b. immortality: on 
graves. 
cube 

I . earth: a. = square + 4 elements + three 
dimensions; b. related to earth.goddesses: Rhea , 
Cybele, etc.; 2. stability: a. iner t form, rigidity, 
truth ; unfavourable: opinionated; b. thrones, 
chariots, altars, etc. were cubic: the seat or sup
port of the rulers of the material world (e.g. the 
goddesses of l , b; but Germanic also Odin): 
rest; 3. Pythagoras: devotion, mind purified by 
piety; 4. her.: constancy, truthfulness, devo
tion ; 5. the New Jerusalem: Rev. 
cuckoo 

1. cuckoldom, usurpation: a. "Cuckoo, 
Cuckoo, 0, word of fear Unpleasing to a mar
ried ear": LLL 5. 2; b. its specific victim is the 
hedge-sparrow: as far as laying her eggs is con
cerned, and also "thou mordrer of the heysugge 
(= hedge-sparrow) on the braunche": Chaucer 
(PoF. 612); 2. jealousy: its attribute in Chaucer 
(Knight's T.); 3. Spring: a. Hera's sceptre was 
surmounted by a cuckoo as symbol of Spring: 
Hera as calendar-goddess; but v. also 5; b. the 
opposite of the Owl, q.v.; c. the "Welsh ambas
sador": seasonal labourers coming from Wales 
(q.v.); 4. April, foo lishness: a. for the April
foo l: v. April, and Folklore below; b. " In April , 
come he will; In May, he sings all day, In June 
he alters his tune, In July he prepares tony, In 
August, go he must, If he stay till September 
Tis as much as the oldest man can ever remem
ber" : proverb; 

5. deception (through invisibility): a. Zeus 
fooled and ravished Hera into marrying him by 
disguising himself as a bedraggled cuckoo; b. 
"He was but as the cuckoo is in June, Heard, not 
regarded": 1H4 3, 2; c. " Shall I call thee bird 
Or but a wandering voice?": Wordsworth ("To 
the Cuckoo"); 6. the frivolous, eternal bache
lor : Chaucer (PoF. 605ff.); 7. the bird of love: 

. a. v. Folklore: marriage-divination, and 5, a; b. 
associated with the scen t of orange-blossoms, 
the common flower for Bridal bouquets; 8. 
rain-bird: v. Folklore; 9. insanity: extreme fool
ishness; 

10. egoism: lets others take care of her re
sponsibilities; thus also cowardice: " I fled her 
like a cuckoo" (Anacreo n); 11 . melancholy of 
the ecclesiastical chant : sometimes the cuckoo's 
song, being in a minor key , is linked with the 
'plain songs' of the church ; 12. M.A.: one of 
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the various birds representing the Devil; 13 . rl' 
lated to the nightingale : "the nightingale and 
cuckoo sing both iri one month"; proverb; 14 
Greece: a. it s song predicts rain ; b. v. 3, a , and 
5, a; c. guide to Hades (perhaps related to 11 ), 

15. W.B. Yeats: a speckled bird: 'natural 
life'; 16. "cuckoo-buds" or "cuckoo-j7owers" 
(prob.) = buttercup, q.v. ; 17. folklore: a. pre 
diets rain: when it calls persistently; b. mar 
riage-divination: a girl must wait as many year' 
for marriage as she first hears the call; or, in the 
cuckoo season, she can shake a cherry-tree , say 
"Cuckoo, cuckoo, cherry-tree, how many year' 
before I marry?" and it wi ll answer; c. general 
prognostication: in whatever direction the 
hearer is looking, when he first hears the ca II, 
there he will be a year from that day; so if he 
looks at the ground, he will be dead; d. it suck\ 
the eggs of little birds; e.g. part of a nursery
rhyme: •4 'She sucks little birds' eggs, To make 
her vo ice clear, That she may sing Cuckoo! 
Three months in the year"; e. cuckoos turn into 
hawks in winter (since Aristotle); f. roosts in 
holes in the ground, or in hollow trees, and as 
such is related to the fair ies; g. "When the 
cuckoo comes, she eats up all the dirt" (the dirt 
dries up) : proverb; h. "When the cuckoo comes 
to the bare thorn, Sell your cow, and buy your 
corn; But when she comes to the full bit , Sell 
your corn and buy your sheep": proverb; i. 
April-foo l: in Scotland: "hunting the gowk" (= 
cuckoo) on April I st , q .v. 
cuckoo floweo" 

I. the name of various spring-llowers, like 
the "Lady's Smock", the "Ragged Robin", etc. ; 
2. ardour: spring; 3. a fair ies' plant, which it is 
unlucky to bring into the house; it is fo rbidden 
in May.garlands; v. also Cuckoo (16). 
cuckoo-pint 

I . a spotted form of arum, also called 
"Wake-Robin", or "Lords and Ladies"; it con
tains a bitter, sometimes po isonous sap; its red 
berries are toxic; 2. a trap: mes, which arc at
tracted by its fetid smell, get entangled and can
not leave anymore. 
cucumber 

I . criticism: 2. astral. : under the influence 
of the moo n, though much cried out against for 
their coldness; if they were one degree colder, 
they would be po ison; 3. a lodge in a garden of 
cucumbers: loneliness: Isa. I , 8; 4. abhors oil, 
but loves wa ter; 5. takes any shape it is forced 
into; 6. makes blossoms one by one; 7. has 
great medicinal power, e.g. as antidote to scor
pion-bites. 
cum min 

I . the fruit of a plant which grows wild 

,along the Ni le and is very aromatic; Pliny thinks 
11 the most agreeable of seasonings; 2. Isaiah 
describes how Yahweh (as fert ility-god) had in
•tructed men in agriculture (28, 25ff.), like 
Dionysus; he had told them to sow cummin on 
the edge of the "principal wheat and the ap
pointed barley"; the Egyptian variety promotes 
lcrtility in women smelling it during sexual in-
1crcourse; 3. it was grown in very small quanti
trcs, so it was ridiculous of the Pharisees to 
demand tithes of them: Matth. 23, 23; 4. it 
turns the person taking it pale (done to fool 
people); 5. has grca{ medicinal and curative 
vu lue. 
cup 

I. pure symbol of conta inment: cf. Caul
dron as a lower form, and also: chalice, Jam
~hyd's Seven-ringed Cup, Aladdin's lamp, Amal
thea's Cornucopia, etc.; 2. feminine: a. vulva: 
('up of Volptuousness; b. female energy: filled 
with milk, blood, or soma; c. "in the hands of 
the Lord there i s a cup, and the wine is red; it is 
full of mixture": Ps. 75, 8; 'mixture'= semen 
(v. Wine, and Goblet); d. in Ishta r's right hand; 
e. intuition and wisdom (= fem. 'sophia'): both 
l'cminine characteristics; f. related to love
potions (v. Philtres); g. St. Teresa described a 
place reserved for her in Hell as a Cupboard ; h. 
becomes a symbol of androgyne: with the lance 
(Sangra!J; v. next; i. psych. (cf. cave): a. the 
unconscious with its secret recesses; b. the 
womb, often with a phallic snake in it ; v. how
ever, 19, D; 3. fr iendship: drinking .together; 4. 
fortune: the Cup of Fortune, held by Hermes at 
the birth of a child, conta ins the por tion of 
blessings and afflictions doled out to the ind i
vidual; 

5. remembrance: a. Germanic; b. Christ's 
cup at the Last Supper; 6. temperance; 7. venge
ance; 8. salvation: v. Ps. 16, 5, and 11 6 , 13 , 
etc.; 9. the Lord's fury: a. the cup of trembling: 
Jerusalem drank the (bitter) cup of the Lord's 
fury: Isa. 5 1, 17 and 22; also Zech. 12, 2; 
'trembling' = intoxication here; b. destiny (Jer. 
25, 15) = 'port ion' (e.g. Ps. 16, 5); c. general 
punishment: e.g. Jer. 75, 9, and Isa. 51, 17; d . 
the cup of astonishment and desolation: Eze. 
23, 33; 

10. consolation: wine given to parents at the 
death of their children: Jer. 16, 7; I I. the cup 
of suffering (perhaps with mixed wine = sweet 
and bitter): the life of the future apostle: e.g. 
Matth. 20, 23; and Jesus in the Garden of Geth
semane (Aram. 'gath' = wine; 'shemen' = o il); 
12. the cup of blessing: a. Hebrew: related to 
the future Messiah ; b. Christ as part of the 
Eucharist ; 13. Hebrew: a. at Pesach placed in 

curlew 

the centre of the table for the invisible guest 
Elijah: Mystic Centre; b. the 'divining-cup': 
Joseph's cup (found in Benjamin's sack) had 
the form of a nower calyx; as a 'd ivining-cup' it 
is comparable with the cups used for that pur
pose in Babylon, where a priest had to 'read' 
how a drop of oil acted on a fluid; 14. Greek: a. 
attribute of Dionysus, Aesculapius, Hygeia (fer
tility and health), Hermes (v. 4), Chthonius ('of 
the soil': a man grown from the serpent's teeth 
sown by Cadmus); b. prize of games: 
from of old cups, tripods, kettles, and caul· 
drons were given as prizes for games: e.g. the 
funeral games in Homer (II. 23); c. mystic 
union with the saving god, eternal life: also 
Hebraic.Christian; d. the traditional gift of the 
future father-in-law to the bridegroom: Pindar 
(Olymp. O. 7, tff.); cf. 2; 

15 . Norse: the life-token, containing the 
soul; 16. Tarot: the .heart-suit: passion, knowl
edge, preservation, love, pleasure, enjoyment; v. 
also Cards, Playing - ; 17. astrol.: the Cup, or 
Crater, constellation; 18. combinations: A. 
broken cup = broken life ; B. cup of clay = 
man's life; cf. the Potter as Creator ; C. cup of 
gold: a. "Babylon hath been a golden cup in the 
Lord's hand, that made all the earth drunken: 
the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore 
the nations are mad": Jer. 5 1, 7; b. vulva, espe
cially virginal; c. the Grail, q.v.; D. with ser
pent: a. when surmounted by a serpent, or a 
small dragon (= winged serpent): poison; b. 
with a serpent nying from it: St. John the Di· 
vine: v. Serpent N, 6, b; c. v. 2, i; E. a seven
ringed cup: refers to the ancient number of 
planets (q.v.) influencing man's life: Hermes 
holds such a Cup of Joy or Sorrow to man's 
lips; cf. Jamshyd 's cup (ref. in Omar Khayyam), 
Bran's Cauldron of Fertility (the later Grail), 
etc.; f. skull-cup: from which Byron and his 
fellow-students drank; G. a cup filled with: a. 
water: source of life; b. tea: modern insipidness 
and 'cosiness'; c. coffee: (e.g. T .S. Eliot): for
mal social life; v. Coffee; d. wine = substitute 
for blood: wisdom, sacrifice, love; 19. v. Ark, 
Goblet. e tc. 
curlew 

I. lives on air; 2. its plaintive cry: unlucky: 
death or storm; 3. landscape: mud-nats, 
marshes, moors, estuaries, etc.; 4 . sometimes 
connected with the Gabriel hounds (q.v.) and 
the Holy Hunt; 5. Chr.: the type of the Good 
Christian, because it has the sweetest flesh of all 
birds, and v. l; 6. W.B. Yeats: "the curlew's 
cry": brings sad memories of Jost loves; 7. D. 
Thomas: "river-throated": both fertility
sym bots: curlews were once one with the bar-
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Curly locks 

ren women, but now with the poet, now they 
are his 'voice', his Muse (" In the White Giant's 
Thigh"). 
Curly locks 

in nursery-rhymes: innocence (or utterly 
spoilt): "Curly locks, Curly locks, Wilt thou be 
mine? Thou shalt no t wash dishes, Nor feed the 
swine, But sit on a cushion, And sew a fine 
seam, And feed upon strawberries, Sugar and 
cream". 
curse 

I. the magic of the Word: a. kings were of
ten cursed from a distance, while being 
crowned, to ward off jealous gods: Heracles, 
Roman generals impersonating Mars in triumph, 
etc.; b. sowers often cursed seed while sowing, 
to avert divine anger from the sprouting seeds; 
c. fo r cursing as fe rtility-promot ion: v. Apollo
dorus (2, 5, 11 ); 2. the Curse of Cain: a. exile, 
having no resting-place; b. "O, my offence is 
rank, it smells to heaven: It hath the primal 
eldest curse upon 't, A brother's murder": 
Ham, 3 , 3; 3. cursing by Bell, Book and Candle: 
v. Bell; 4. the Curse of Scotland: the 9 of dia
monds; explained: a. it resembles the coat of 
arms of the early S tair, who was connected 
with the massacre of Glencoe in 1612; b. in the 
card-game called " Pope Joan", tha t card is the 
Pope = Anti-Christ; c. in a game called "Cornet
ta" it is the winning card , which ruined so 
many Scottish families; d. the Duke of Cumber
la nd wrote his bloody order on that card after 
the battle of Culloden. 
curtain 

I . ooncealment, protection: hides the fiery 
brilliance of God in the shrine; cf. the funct ions 
of coal and censer ; 2. sky: the heavens in Isa. 
40 , 22; 3. veil of the future: "The evil sleep 
that rent for me the curtain of the future": 
Dante (Inf. C. 33); 4 . D. Thomas: " the shabby 
curtain of the skin": the nesh, life (e.g. " A 
Process in the Weather"); 5. dropping the cur
tain: a. of anarchy: "Thy hand, great Anarch! 
lets the curtain fall, And universal darkness 
buries all": Pope (Dunc. 4 , 655); b. of the end 
of the perfo~mance: death: "Tirez le rideau, ta 
farce est jouee": Rabelais (one of"his traditional 
deathbed sayings); c. of the night: "Spread thy 
close curtain, love-performing night, Tha t runa
way's eyes may wink, and Romeo Leap to these 
arms, untalked-of and unseen": Rom. 3, 2 . 
curving 

D. Thomas: the "curving act": a. of the 
world ; b. of the moon; c. of love. 
cushion 

I. comfort, wealth; 2. her.: authority; 3 . the 
life of a magistrate, or, in general, an easy, 
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peaceful life of authority, the opposite of a sol
dier's life: "From the ·casq ue to the cush ion": 
Cor. 4 , 7; 4. a swelling of (simulated) pregnan
cy: (But I pray) "the fruit of her womb miscar
ry!" - " If it do , you shall have a dozen of 
cushions again, you have but eleven now": 2H4 
5,4 . 
custard 

I . leaping into an enormous custard by a 
jester was performed at the Lord Mayor's Feast 
in London; ref. All's W. 2, 5; B. J onson: "The 
Devit is an Ass" t , I ; 2. children's lore: a. an
swer to expelling air between oompressed lips as 
a sign of derision: "We have them with cus
tard", via the original sound , which it imitates, 
and rhymes with raspberry tart; b. in taunting
rhymes related to cowa rdice: "cowardy, cow
ardy custard"; it usually rhymes with 'mustard' 
then. 
custom 

I .= second nature: proverb; 2. the great 
guide of human life: Hume ("Inquiry concern
ing Human Understanding" 5, I ); 3. "the plague 
of wise men and the idol of fools": proverb ; 4. 
Shakespeare constantly vocifera ted against cus
tom: a. it is one of the themes running through 
" Ha mlet": e.g. (it is) "more honoured in the 
breach than in the observance" (t, 4) ; and 
"That monster, custom, who all sense doth 
eat, ... " (3, 4) ; b. "The tyrant custom": Oth. t , 
3, etc. 
cuttle-fish 

t. sacred to Aphrodite, having eight tenta
cles: 8 for fer tility; 2. a disguise adopted by 
Thetis: 8 snake-arms+ head = 9: the number of 
the Great (Moon) Goddess; 3. of the fish the 
most aphrodisiac (v. also Fish) ; it also cures 
skin-diseases (e.g. the ominous freckles) and is a 
laxative; cf. Octopus. 
Cybele ' 

I . the Mother-Goddess of Phrygian origin : 
taken over by the Greeks and Romans, where 
she began to play an ever more important part 
as the Earth~Mother : energy animating the 
earth ; 2. related to Attis, her son-lover (cf. Isis, 
etc.), whose self-emasculation (as fe rtility setf
immolation) was imitated by her priests (called 
'galli'), dressed in women's clothes. 
cyclamen 

I . a perennial herb of the Prim ulaceae
family , native of mountainous parts of Central 
Europe and the Mediterranean; it is part icularly 
desired by wild swine; the etym. of the name is 
prob. related to Gr. 'kuklos' =circle; 2. distrust, 
d iffidence: a sharp and bitter root; 3. voluptu
ousness; 4. Christian: 'bleeding nun' : the bleed
ing of Mary's heart; 5. folklore: A. medicinal: a. 

Its root is purgative, emetic, and an antidote to 
poison; b. cures ear-diseases: its leaves are ear
shaped; c. eases birth; therefore to be avoided 
by pregnant women fo r fea r of miscarriage; B. 
love-charm a nd used as aphrodisiac: eaten in 
cakes; C. inebriates: it loves wine, and hates alt 
sobering plants (like betony and colewort) ; if 
you put a little in your wine you will be intoxi
cated quicker: Pliny (25, 67); D. it is also called 
'carth-trufne', and 'amulet', because it safe
guards a house against evil spells. 
cycle 

I. any fo rm of cyclic existence; for Vico's 
Cycles: v. Ages; 2. connected with the number 
12: months in the cycle of the year, hours in 
the cycle of the day; 3. symbolized by two 
signs or images on opposite directions (coming 
and going); rebirth, transmigration; 4. Cycle of 
Vire: according to the Stoics (Zeno, etc.) fire 
was the original element ; after that the other 
three emerged: air, water, and then earth; soon
er or later there wiU be another oosmic confla
gration, all will become fire again, and, in the 
course of time, the cycle will start again; 5. v. 
Wheel, Circle, Spiral, etc. 
cymbal 

I. important instrument in orgiastic wor
ship: its metallic sound , produced by clashing, 
rubbing, etc. whips the participant into a fren
lY; e.g. in the Q.T.; 2. early Christians: a. reli
gious ardour; b. sacred vessel, comparable to 
the H. Grail; 3. Greece: a. used in the Bacchana
lia : v. Ovid (Metam. 3, 533ff.); b. used in the 
theatre, but looked upon as effeminaie; 4 . con
nected with the festivals of the Mother-Goddess 
Cybele (q.v.): the sacred vessel, from which the 
participants of the mystic meal of Cybele and 
Attis drank (cf. H. Grail again); 5. vanity: 'tin
kling': l Cor. 13, 1; 6. M.A.: attribute of Petu
lance; 7. v. Tympanum. 
Cynthia 

I. epithet of Ar temis-Diana, the Moon
f\Oddess (born on Mt. Cynthus); 2. Queen Eliza
beth I in contemporary literature: e.g. a. Spen
ser in "Colin Clouts cam home again"; b. 
"Cynthia's Revels" by B. Jonson, satirizing 
court-life. 

cypress 

cypress 
1. life, fertility: a. symbol of the Divine 

Creator: pyramidal cone (cf. obelisk); phallus: 
Theocritus (27, 46); b. sometimes replaced the 
conical stone of Astarte; c. an evergreen : sacred 
to all nature and fertility gods and goddesses: a. 
sky-deities: Zeus, Venus, Hermes, Silvanus; b. 
underworld-deities: Dis, Apollo; d. near the 
temple of Ceres: Vergil (Aen. 2, 714); e. the 
rafters (or 'partitionings' or 'galleries') of !he 
'house' (= nature) of the lovers in the SoS (l , 
17); f. prodigious growth from minute seeds; 2. 
death: a. there are various references to death 
in Vergil; b. the (phallic) cone-shaped cypress 
was once a boy, called Cyparissus, who was be
loved by Apollo, and who loved a beautifully 
ornamented stag (q.v.) which he killed ' by acci
dent' and kept mourning for: Ovid (Metam. JO, 
106ff.); c. attribute of Aphrodite and carried 
about in the annual procession , in which she 
mourned the death of (vegetative) Adonis; d. 
sacred to underworld-deities (v. I, c, b), Furies 
and Parcae; e. "invisas cupressos": Horace (Ode 
2, 14); f. a piece of black lawn worn as a ker
chief for the neck, was a token of mourning: "a 
cypress, not a bosom, hides my poor heart": 
Tw. N. 3, 1; g. Rome: sacred to Dis, and placed 
at the door as a sign of mourning; 

3. life after death, immortality and resurrec
tion: a. evergreen; its everlasting wood was used 
for the doors in the temple of Diana of Ephe
sus; b. with the myrtle (also a tree of Death and 
Resurrection) it was used to erect the tent of 
the Feast of the Tabernacles; 4. sacred to Her
cult:s: a. planted at the grove at Daphne = re
birth; b. connected with the Cyprian Aphrodite 
= Mother-Death-Goddess; c. sacred to Artemis 
(like the hawthorn, q.v.); d. resurrection : es
cape from Calypso's alder-girt death-island; 5 . 
darkness, night : "The Cypress curtain of the 
night is spread": Th. Campion; 6. combina
tions: a. a cypress coffin: resurrection; b. a 
cypress-chest : preservation; c. cypress of Zion: 
attribute of the V irgin Mary; d. cypress + mari
gold (q.v.) : (double) melancholy and despair; 
7. v. also Gopher-wood for O.T. references; 
sometimes, however, it is translated as 'fir-tree' 
(e.g. in lsa .37,24;Hos. 14 , 9;SoS l , 17). 
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I. 

D 

1. Gr. Delta (q.v.), from Sem. 'daleth' (= 
door): perhaps related to the fo ld ing door of a 
tent ; Celtic: oak (terebinth); A.S. ' day'; 2. 
symbolizes: a. limitat ion: Dis a closed letter; b. 
the triangle (q.v.); c. the Supreme Being as The 
Shining One: Deus (= Zeus), Dionysus, Dom i
nus (god of day), Dis, etc.; 3. correspondences: 
a. body: blood; b . Tarot: the Empress; c. Plan
et: Jupiter (Dis-pater). 
dabchick 

1. = the Little Grebe ('Podiceps minor '), a 
diving bird ; 2. because of its diving: seeker of 
the wisdom of the deep; 3. considered weak 
because of its rudimentary wings and tail, 
which render it helpless on land and make it dis
like being airborne; they have disorderly nests 
of decaying waterweeds; 4 . sensitive person and 
parasite, altho ugh it takes excellent care of its 
young by carry ing them on its back , or tucking 
t~e~ under its wings while d iving; 5 . a girl; 6. 
hiding (Shakespearean: " dive-dapper"): " Like a 
dive-dapper peering through the wave Who 
being looked on, ducks as quickly in": thu~ 
Adonis fo r a momen t raised his hearl trying to 
escape Venus' advanced advances: Ven. 86ff. 
dactyl 

I . origin: a. when Hera in child-labour 
pressed her hands to the earth, there sprang up: 
from her righ t hand five male figures, sm iths; 
from her lef t hand five female fig ures, sorcer
esses; b. stories are extant of their being much 
older, having lived on Mt. Ida in Phrygia; c. 
some say they were the Kouretes protect ing 
Zeus' cradle in Crete; 2. rising from the earth 
they are ch thonic heroes (as such rela ted to fer
tility): they show affinity with all earth-smiths 
(from the Cyclops to Wieland) and earthy sor
ceresses; thus they connect the underworld and 
ear th ; 3. springing up unexpectedly they can 
help or upset plans made on reasoni_ng lines; 
they are the 'blind', instinctive forces of multi
plicity in nature; 4 . v. Fingers. 
daffodil 

1. the common, t rumpet-like, all-yellow 
wild flower of the Narcissus-fam ily; another 
name is Lent Lily; ety m: an obscure 'd' + 'affo
dil', from Aspho d el (q .v .); 2 . related to the 
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number 6: 6 leaves, 6-lobed coro llas; 3. herald 
of spring: "When daffodils begin to peer. .. 
Why, then comes in the sweet o' the year; For 
the red blood reigns in the w inter's pale": Wint. 
4 , 3; 4. courage (in unfavo urab le circum 
stances): the daffodils, "That come before the 
swallow dares, and take The winds of March 
with beauty": Wint. 4, 4 ; 5 . her.: a. chivalry , 
courage; b. emblem of Wales (beside the leek); 
6. dancing: Wordsworth: " I wandered lonely"; 
7. unrequite?I love; 8. shortlived beauty: "Fair 
daffodils, we weep to sec You haste away so 
soon": Herrick ("To Daffodils"); 9. death, 
mourning: " Bid amaranthus all hjs beau ty shed, 
And daffad illies fill their cups with tears, To 
strew the laureate hearse where Lycid lies": 
Milton (Lye. 149ff.); 10. (spiritual) rebirth: 
they grow from the eye-sockets in "Whispers of 
Immortality" by T.S. Eliot; 11 . gracefulness: 
(Gr.): "as delica te as a daffodil". 
dagger 

I . phallus: the refore a n attribute of Hecate 
as the Hermaphrod itic witch-goddess and Terri
ble Mother, who 'steals' a man's masculinity by 
preventing him from marrying; 2. often the 
weapo n used by t raitors: e.g. Macbeth killing 
Duncan, and those who killed Caesar (at the 
end, when the same weapons were supposedly 
used fo r suicide they were referred to as 
'swords'); 3. M.A. the 'misericorde': used to 
penetrate the armour-join ts of an overthrown 
dying adversary; 4 . a dagger of wood (lat h) was 
the typical attribute of Vice in morality plays; 
there are many references in Shakespeare: Tw. 
N. 4, 2; I H4 2, 4; HS 4, 4. etc.; 5. towards the 
end of the 16th century the 'rapier (or sword) 
and dagger' began to ta ke the place of a sword
and-buckler, and could be used in honourable 
figh t ing; 6. psych.: the "Shadow" (q.v.). 
dahlia 

l . of Mexican origin it came to England via 
Spain, where it had been named after the 
Swedish botamst Dahl; 2. e legance; 3. dignit y 
(of the lower middle, or middle middle-class); 
4. vulgar ostentation; 5 . T.S. Eliot: the typical 
village-plant ("East Coker". I ); 6. F.G. Lorca: 
health ("Blood Wedding"); 7. blue dahlia: 
something impossible. 

daimon (daemon) 
I . Homer: used interchangeably with 'theos' 

a god's personality, whereas daimon =his ac
t1vitiy; 2. Hesiod: the dead of the Golden Age; 
1.11er they were considered as higher than hu
rnuns, and lower than gods (sometimes even 
mortal); they were tutelary beings, working as 
1111ermediaries between the gods and men; 3. 
l'1•tl1agorian: the most elevated and refined part 
111 I he soul (dormant in those, who are only 
rnncerned with matter); comparable to the 
I hndu kharma as far as it decides the necessity 
111 rebirth or not; 4 . Socrates: he said he was 
f•uided by an oracle, or 'daimon', the " vo ice of 
lllnscience"; 5. Marcus A ure/ius, as a Stoic, be
lieved every man had such a daemon (cf. guar-
1han angel), making him conform to the laws of 
perfect nature; 6. it has often come to mean an 
unexpected supernatural intervention, not due 
111 a particular deity; 7. later, in Christia nity, it 
hccame equated w ith 'demon'= devil. 
daisy 

I. a plant of the Compositae-family; its 
1111me is derived from "day's eye"; the Gr. is 
'margarites' =pearl; 2. adoration : of the sun: a. 
ii closes at night and in dull weather ; b. "the 
httle daisy that a t evening closes": Spenser 
("l'rothalam ion"); 3. innocence, virginity: a t
lribute of Christ and the Virgin Mary; 4. d is
mnbling: Ophelia hands them to one of the 
1111-\ues (e.g. the King): Ham. 4, 5; 5. resurrec
llon : "Woods cut, again do grow, Bud doth the 
111\e, and daisy, winter done, But we once dead 
1111 more do sec the sun": W. Drummond 
("Song"); 

6. the utter silence of death: "Tread lightly, 
,he is near Under the snow, Speak gent ly, she 
1 ,111 hear The daisies grow": O. Wilde ("Requies
rnl"); 7. related to pearls: (cf. 1) " Da isies, 
1hose pearl'd Arcturi": P.B. Shelley ("A Dream 
111 the Unknown"); 8. in art: as it is one of the 
llrst flowers to open, it often adorns the lawns of 
l'11radise; 9. Wordsworth: a. a nun demu re; b. a 
•prightly temp ting country-girl; c. a queen in 
111bies; d. a ragged starveling; e. defiant; 10. 
folklore: a. herald of spring: " When you tread 
1111 nine daisies at once, spring has come": 
111overb; b. if you do not t read the first daisy 
yuu see in Spring, they will grow over you, or a 
l11ved~ne, next year; c. used by children to fi nd 
1111 t whether they live North, South, East, or 
West. 
cl1mask-rose 

I . a maid 's blushing: white and red: A YL 3, 
'. 2. comparing girls' cheeks to damask roses is 
.11 fa lse as· calling a mistress's eye suns, her lips 
1111al, and all those fixed epithets and meta-
phors: Sonn. 130. · 

dance 

damsel 
I. related to chivalry; also in the form of 

'fairy damsels': "Of fairy damsels met in forest 
wide By knights of Logres, or of Ly ones, 
Lancelot or Pelleas, or Pellenore": Milton (Par. 
Reg. 2, 359); 2 . Jung: anima: v. Castle. 
Dan 

I. tribe of Israel: I. the 5th son of Jacob, 
the I st son of Bilhah, a 'handmaid' of Rachel's 
(the seco nd was Naphthali); name: to 'pass 
judgment' (in the struggle with Leah), or, 'be 
powerful'; 2. the second in numbers only to the 
tribe of Judah to enter Canaan; 3. a judge; 
Samson was a Danite from Zorah (Judg. 13); 
also corresponds with Tarot Justice; 4. the 
symbol of the tribe was the snake: this may be 
related to the legend, tha t from his tribe would 
come the Antichrist; but also in Rabbinical lit
erature the tribe has always been associated 
with idolatry; therefore he may also be left out 
of the list of the sealed in Rev. 7; the tribe may 
be related to Moses' Brazen Snake, as they also 
had a descendant of Moses' as a priest (Judg. 17 
and 18); in Moses' prophecy a lion's whelp; 5. 
Zodiac: governs Scorpio; 6. the town to which 
the tribe emigrated: a. an idolatrous city: under 
pressure of the local inhabitants they moved 
from West of Jerusalem to the N.E., thus having 
the Northern~most city (the opposite of Beer
sheba); b. the seat of one of the golden calves 
(sun-idols); II. boy's name: a taunting-rhyme 
fo r a boy called Da n: " Dan, Dan, the dirty old 
man, Washed his face in a frying pan". 
dance 

I. hunting-dances: the first dances were 
probably hunt ing-dances, with the hunters cam
ouflaged in the skins of the animals hunted, or 
making sympathetic magic in that of the totem 
animal; 

II. fertility-da nces: 1. whe n people began to 
possess cattle, it was necessary to have fertility
dances to boost fecundity by sympathetic 
magic; phallicism was introduced in the dances 
in the form of sacred trees, obelisks, vertical 
stones, etc.; 2. the act of creating, the imitation 
of the ' hieros gamos', the creative marriage of 
heaven and earth; in several myths of creation 
we have da nces, e.g. Eurynome, the AU-Mother, 
danced naked on the waves, when she was made 
pregnant by Boreas (v~ Windrose); 3. the dances . 
related to the Sacred fertility King: v. Partridge 
for this Hobble-dance; 4 . they may be related 
to labyrinth-dances (v. further for other uses): a 
labyrinth seen as a replica of the underworld, 
the source of fut ure fer tility; 5. leap-dances: 
the higher one jumps, the higher the corn will 
grow ; perfo rmed on Walpwgisnacht, or during 
the Carnaval, etc.; 6. dances with Jinked arms: 
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dance 

cosmic matrimony (chain-symbol connecting 
heaven a nd earth) facilitating the union be
tween a man and a woman at the same time; 7. 
counter-dances: sexual attraction {as sympa
thetic magic, like copulation in a corn-field) : 
approach, separatio n, union; may refer to a ny 
cyclic movement rela ted to fert ility: sun, 
moon, etc.; 8. imitation o f fertility-animals, e.g. 
a serpentine movement , will bring ra in; 9. the 
dance of the nabi's ('prophets') was highly ec
sta tic, and ofte n accompa nied by stripping (of 
the small ephod-skirt, which did not hide much 
anyway) ; the ritual (pasah) dance of the priests 
of Baal (one of the Baalim of Mount Carmel), 
described in l Kings 18 , 29 , was apparently t he 
same dance : the sacrifice of the fert ility bul
locks (used as rain-makers) was accompanied by 
that dance (as the prophet 's ecstatic leap-dance 
before Ahab's chariot in v. 46); 10. " let no one 
use the sickle on the ripe corn before he crowns 
his temples with oaken wreaths, dances un
studied (lit. ' uncomposed') dances, and sings 
songs": Vergil (Georg. 1, 347) ; 11. the-Morris 
dance (so-<:alled after the Moors or Moriscos, 
who danced i t single), or Mummy-dance, was 
performed on May Day, celebrating the return 
of verdure, a nd the perfo rmers, dancing in cou
ples, a cted the part of Robin Hood and Maid 
Marian (q .v.) and other fert ili ty-characters in 
English fo lklore; 12. " Dance is Love's proper 
exercise": Davies: through love's persuasion, 
order was crea ted ou t o f chaos, and love
harmony-dances are interlacing sequencies 
(" Orchestra" ) ; 

Ill. release from disagreeable circumstances: 
already at an early stage t he dance must have 
become a release from d isagreeable circum
stances, 'transporting' man back to Eden, in an 
ecstatic urge to escape into pristine happiness; 

IV. imitations of the movements of: A. the 
Sun: a. round-dances at Christmas, enforcing 
the return of the sun; b. May-pole dances, or 
sun-wheel dances, or da ncing _arot.rnd bonfires; 
c. labyrinthine dances celebra.~11 °Theseus' es
cape fro m the Cretan laby1mt.11, but also the 
sun from the labyrinth of the Underworld; v. 
the dance suggested in Callimacnus (H4, 310); 
B. the stars: a. most rou nd-<lances imitated the 
movements o f the stars, as people did in proces
sions in Egypt, dressed as the Constellations; b. 
the Picts (dyed blue to imitate the sky) danced 
in circles, with wives and children, round the 
Omphalos - World-axle altar: v. Castle , Revo lv
ing - ; c. this may be identical to the Easter 
Maze-da nces, honouring Caer Sidi (heaven), or 
the spiral castle of Arthur's legends; 

V. war-<lances: I . Greek: Pyrrhic dances: of 

128 

defence and victory; Ares is ' the dancer' ('or 
chestes') in Lycophron (249); 2 . most war 
deities are also fertility-<leities, so what look 
like war-dances can be fertility-<lances, e.g. 
prodding the earth with la nces may serve both 
pur poses; 

V I. dances held in the festivals of specific 
deities: A. temple-dances: were usually sacred 
dramas enacting in mime the crucial moments in 
the lives of the deities : e.g. Demeter and Pro
serpine; Isis looking for Osiris, etc.; apart from 
the music and movements w hich were both 
s tylized (as befitting gods), and ecstatic , the 
metamorphosis of a human into a god was 
helped by masks; B. org iastic dances: a. Bacchic 
dances usually consisted of trampling the earth 
into a circular dancing ground (cf. the impor
tance of the threshing-Ooor as fertility Mystic 
Centre); b. v. Orgies; 

VII. funeral dances: a. partly an expression 
of grief, often a cco mpanied by lacerations, 
which may have had the same function of di
verting the jealous dead as the sackclo th had fo r 
the Jews; b. an enacting of events of the life of 
the deceased (thus immortalizing him); 

VIII . dancing fo r mere joy, for gratitude, 
etc. : I. " Midnigh t shout and revelry, Tipsy 
dance a nd jo llity": Milton ("Comus" l03 ); 2. 
ho pe: " He that lives in hope, da nces without 
music": proverb; 3. Hebrew: leaps of joy for 
bene fit s received ; it is generally done by the 
sexes separately: David led the men, Miriam the 
women; 

IX. prophy lactic dances: 1. when David had 
seen the " jealous" react ions of the Lord (for 
putting out his hand towards the Ark) towards 
Uzzah (2Sam. 6) he sacrificed and "danced be
fore the Lord with all his might" to avoid fur
ther jealous outbreaks from Yahweh ; he must 
have danced the deivish-like nabi-<lance, for 
which Michal despised him (v. Window, women 
at the - ); similar comple tely exhaustive dances 
are still performed for hours in processions by 
the Indians (R.C.) in Mexico ; 2. round-da nces 
were held at bonfires, while witches were burnt 
in effigy, to ward off all evil spirits; 3. similar 
da nces could lake place everywhere, to the ac
companiment of loud music, in order to scare 
away the evil spirits; 

X. black magic, witches: 1. the dances per
formed by the naked witches at sabbaths, af
ter having taken intoxicants and worked t hem
selves into a frenzy, were usually of the kind 
where a ring is fo rmed by the leader, and the 
Witchmaster (Devil) 'whipped the hindmost '; 
2. black magic : if wanting to exert an evil' influ
ence on a house, a church, a field, etc. the 

wtt ch dances (usually 9 times) anti-clockwise 
111 ound that over which a spell must be cast; v. 
~ 1~0 Blood and Withershins; 3. related to fa iries: 
" I he fa iries break their dances And leave the 
111 rnted lawn": Houseman ("Last Poems", 21); 

XI. purely sexual dances are of relatively 
L11c development ; they existed in Rome (and 
under Roman influence : cf. Salome ), usually 
rnnnccted with drinking and general debauch
N y; strip-tease and 'dance of the seven veils' 
h,1vc a very long history: e.g. the myth of Ishtar 
h1.v.) going into the Underworld: v. Veil; 

XIL W.B. Yeats: the Dancer: a. the author's 
vision of o rder in a partly disordered world: a 
visionary girl, with Helen of Troy as her human 
rnunterpart; b. she bala nces like a top : between 
Impersonal love, and impersonal intellect, be
' ,1use, though moving, she stands still: the static 
11 c1 ion of ar t , freed from the connicting emo
t ions; c. she is the opposite of the Sphinx (q.v.) 

Intellect, and Buddha = Love: the withdrawn 
und self-absorbed artist. 
dandelion 

I . 'Taraxacum officinale' of the Compo
•llac-family; e tym. Fr. " dent de lion" = lion 's 
tooth; its tapering roots contain latex, and are 
\ntnetimes used in the adulteration of coffee; 
''' leaves are bi tter, bu t sometimes eaten as a 
... i1ad, or cooked as a po therb; its nowers are 
Vl' llow; 2. bitterness, Christ's passion; 3. grief: 
1' t11blcm: 4. coquetry; 5. sun: colour of the 
I lower; 6. astrol.: Leo and Jupiter; 7. folklore: 
11 weather : blowing out in the early morning 
means fa ir weather ; b. love-divinat ion: when 
the grains are blown on : if they are all blown off, 
you arc loved passionately; if some remain, your 
lover is un fa ith ful; if many remain, you r 
Inver is ind ifferent towards you. 
darkness 

I . primeval chaos, before matter had be
rnrnc differentiated a nd ordened : " darkness 
was upon the deep" : Gen. I , 2; 2 . maternal, 
h•minine : " If I must die, I will encounter dark-
111•ss as a bride, And hug it in mine arms": 
Meas. 3, 1; 3. after light : regressive, involutive, 
11v il : a. " O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of 
noon, Irrecoverably dark , total eclipse Without 
,111 ho pe o f day": Milton (" Samson Agonistes" 
KO) ; b. "Finish, good lady; the bright day is 
done, And we are for the dark": Ant. 5, 2; 4 . 
mythic nothingness; the Great Void; 

5. terrible judgment : darkness was the 9th 
· ,~n · of Moses in Egypt ; 6. misfor tune, spiritual 
need: " the day of the Lord is darkness, a nd no t 
ll11ht" (= Ve ngeance): Amos 5, 18 ; a nd: " I w ill 
muse the sun to go down at noon": Amos 8, 9 ; 
I. ignorance: "They meet with da rkness in the 
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daytime, and grope in the noonday as in the 
night" : Job 5 , 14; 8. mystery: " I will open my 
dark sayings upon the harp": Ps. 49 , 4 ; 9. place 
where the Lord dwells: " The Lord said that he 
would dwell in the thick darkness" : lKings 8, 12; 

10. the Prince of Darkness: a. the devil; b. is 
a gen tleman: Lr. 3, 4 ; 1 1. death : " darkness and 
the shadow of death": Job 3, 5 ; cf. 4 ; 12. dark
room confinement was a recognized t reatment 
for madmen: e.g. Err. 4, 4 ; cf. A'sW 2, 3; AYL 
3, 2; Tw. N. 5, l ; 13. fo lklore: in a love-divina
tion: dreaming of darkness means you will mar
ry a lawyer; 16. v. Sunburnt, Night , etc. 
darn el 

1. general: a. a weed which apart from ruin
ing the crops, also damages eye-sigh t when 
eaten: Ovid (Fasti 1, 69) ; b. used in bread it 
causes gidd iness; if a bath-keeper wanted to get 
rid of his clients he threw darnel on the coal
f ire (Pliny: 18, 44 ); 2. vice: a weed; 3. luckless: 
Vergil (Georg. 1, 154 ). 
dart 

1. su nray: like spears, lances, arrows, etc.; 2. 
phallus: ma le aggressive and destructive power ; 
3. a ttribu te of: a. the God of Love; b. evil 
(words): "Above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked": Eph. 6, 16; 4. used 
in d ivination; 5. cf. arrows, spears, swords, 
lances, etc. 
date-tree 

I. 'Phoenix dactylifera ', a desert fruit-bear
ing tree; 2. used: in Elizabethan t imes: a. as a 
cheaper substitute for sugar as a sweetener: 
" Your date is better in your pie and your por
ridge than in your cheek" (advice not to pre
serve virginity): A'sW I, 1; b. date s and quinces 
were used in pastry: e.g. for the wedding in 
Rom. 4, I; 3. in the Near East it is often the 
Tree of Life: a. a tree of two sexes: androgyne; 
b. the fr uit resembles a ha nd: 'dactylifera' = 
' having fingers' ; 4 . Greek: a. sacred to Leto as 
fert ility-goddess, like the olive ; b. governed by 
Bacchus; c. rebirth: 'Phoenix' ; 5 . Rome: next 
to wine and olive the most generally beneficent 
to mankind (Pliny 23, 51) ; 6. M.A.: a date-tree 
with doves: earthly fertility; 7. v.Palm. 
David 

I. Saint: 1. feast: March 1st; 2. son of Sant, 
prince o f the line of Cunedda, he was bishop 
of the Celts in the 6th century; he is often re
presented as preaching from a height with a 
dove on h is shoulder; 3. he is the patron of 
Wales, because of a victory of the Britons over 
the Saxons on March !st, 540 ; 4. the Celts gave 
him a harp, by which he sanctified bardism ; 5. 
several fountains are attributed to h im, and the 
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dawn 

waters at Bath owe their warmth and healthful 
properties to his blessing; 6. emblems: a. the 
l~ek, which he gave to the Celts as a rallying 
sig~ for the battle mentioned in 3; b. a dove; c. 
a hill under his feet; d. a fountain; 7. v. Welsh
man; 

II. boy's name: taunting-rhymes for a boy 
ca.lled David: I. "Davie, Davie, fie for shame, 
Kissed the girls in a railway train"; 2. "Davy 
Davy, Stick him in the gravy". ' 
dawn 

1. the coming of light (understanding); 2. re
surrection: of the sun, but also v. 4, a, etc.; 
3. .dawn-~aidens and goddesses (usually = 
Spnng-ma1dens): a. are often deserted: Ariadne 
by Theseus, Coronis by Apollo, Iole by Hera
cles'. Procis by Cephalus, Brynhild by Sigurd, 
etc., ~· are often pursued: they bring forth the 
su.n (m the morning or in spring) and then as 
wife~ are k~led by his too fiery embrace; ihe 
sun 1s notormusly untrue to them and at night
fall (often with another name) they kill him 
and mourn for him (often as crones); c. many 
of them have a Beauty and the Beast pattern: 
the dawn (Spring) maid is married to a darkness 
(or frost ) monster, who, by her love-act be-

comes the brilliant sun-prince; d . Eos - Auror;1 
v. Aurora; 4. it is the time of day when: a. ero111 
passions are renewed; b. people die of fever; 

5. dawn transforms the familiar: "Clothinp 
the palpable and familiar With golden exhal:i 
lions of the dawn": S. Coleridge ("The Dea th 
of Wallenstein" I, I): 6. 'rosy-fingered' (rhodo 
da~tulos): "But when rosy-fingered dawn, th1• 

child of the morning appeared ... ": Homer 
(Od. 2, I); v. also Aurora; 7.Jung: a. Creation, 
b. the unconscmus broadening into conscious 
ness; 8. W.B. Yeats: a. the "Order of the Gold 
en Dawn": initiatory Rosicrucian order of 
~hich Yeats was a member; b. youth, as' yet 
ignorant of the useless knowledge gathered wi1 h 
age; c. as 'day-break': a. his favourite momen1 
of perception; b. the moment of 'horror' of 
separating lovers. 
Day 

1. correspondences: see table; 
2. folklore: A .. the day for being born: a. 

Born on Monday, fair of face; Born on Tues
day, full of (God's) grace: Born on Wednesday 
sour and sad (or, full of woe); Born on Thurs'. 
dar, merry and glad (or, has far to go); Born on 
Friday, worthily given (or, is loving and giving); 

Day. 

Day 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 
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Creation 

light, 

division of 
waters, 

dry land, 
pastures, 
trees, 

heavenly 
bodies, 

seasons, 

sea-beasts, 
birds, 

land-beasts, 
man& woman, 

repose, 

Works of 

ligh t, 

divination, 
mystery, 

wrath, 

science, 

politics, 
religion, 

love, 

mourning, 

God/Planet Zod iac 

Sol, Sun, 
Helios, 

Luna, Cancer, 
Diana, Moon, 

Mars, Scorpio, 
Tiu = Tyr 
(war), 

Mercury; Gemini, 
Wodan, 
(Astrology), 

Jupi ter, 
Donar-Thor 

Sagittarius, 

(fertility, law), 

Venus, Taurus, 
Freya 
(fertility, 
wedding), 

Saturn, Capricorn; 

• 1111 1111 Saturday, work hard for your living; 
... .,, 1111 Sunday, you will never want (or, lucky 
11111 huppy and good and gay); b. Sunday's child 

lull of' grace, Monday's child is full in the 
111 •. I uesday's child is solemn and sad, Wed
"'"l~y\ child is merry and glad, Thursday's 

111111 1, inclined to thieving, Friday's child is 
h•~ In 11iving, Saturday's child works hard for a 
IM11~; ll. fo r marrying: "Monday for wealth, 
I 111'~1 l,1 y for health, Wednesday the best of all: 
I h11rMl11y for crosses, Friday fo r losses, Satur
tlo 1111 luck at all"; C. for sneezing: v. Sneezing; 
II 1111r,cry-rhyme: "Solomon Grundy, Born on 
• Mnnday, Christened on Tuesday, Married on 
W11l11csday, Took ill on Thursday, Worse on 
I 1hl11y, Died on Saturday, Buried on Sunday, 
A11il this is the end , Of Solomon Grundy";4 . v. 
1'1111wts, Zodiac, Calendar, etc. 
.... ,h 

I Death Dance - 'Danse Macabre': a . a mis
"'••lln11 term: Death (a skeleton) touches one 
11•p11·~cntative of a social class after another as 
hi. victim: probably originally part of a mys-
1~1v play and later acted separately; b. some
lhm•s Death is the same person as the one he 
111u1'hcs: as he (or she) will be after death; 
•11111r1 imes they see themselves like that in a 
mirror; c. in another form the army of the Dead 
111111c to fight the living in battle-array with 
1h 11111~. and carry off one victim after another 
hum his or her daily life; 

11. death-themes: A. pretended death: 1. a 
wurnan pretending death to marry the man she 
l11vr~: from Rom. to the ballad. of "The Gay 
1 .11,hawk"; in nature it may be seen as related 
111 Sleeping Beauty, where a fertility maid is 
1rvlvcd in Spring; 2. a man pretending death to 
win a lady's heart: "Willie's Lyke-Wake": an 
n planation similar to the preceding may be 
~IVcn; B. a man killing unknown relatives: com
mon in all literature, from Oedipus to the bal
l.1th: e.g. "Childe Maurice" killing his wife's un
~nown son (may be related to the child-subst i
lutc fo r the Sacred King); in "Babylon" a 
h111ther kills two of his unknown sisters, etc.; C. 
11 man killing his brother, and then leaving the 
111untry: from Cain to "The Twa Brothers"; D. 
wcond death: "He that overcometh shall not be 
hurt of the second death" (Rev. 2, 11 ); Rab
l11nical: to remain robbed of resurrection and so 

eternal damnation = the death of the soul 
(after the first death of the body) ; v. also Rev. 
lO, 6; in Blakean terms the first death may be 
Nccn as the Fall into Matter = Birth, a nd the 
Second death= death of the body; 

III. symbolizes: l. the end of an epoch: a. as 
;1 sacrifice, e .g. of a Sacred King; b. ?San escape 

Death (T a rot) 

from an unendurable tension in self-destruction; 
2. as a means to gain immortality: a. for the 
Sun-king; or his substitute; b. for children: v. 
Child, e.g. for the first-born; 

IV. folklore: A. easing death: a. open all 
locks and loosen knots (same as for a birth); b. 
lift the dying person on a bare earthen floor 
(also as fo r birth: the Great Goddess as Mother 
Earth is goddess of Birth and Death); c. any 
pillow or mattress which is likely to contain 
dove's fea thers or those of game-fowl must be 
removed (taking away such a pillow very 
abrupt ly is often of great help) ; B. care imme
diately after death: a. animals must be imme
diately removed from the room; domestic ani
mals (cattle, bees, etc.) must be informed; b. if 
clocks will not follow tradition, and stop by 
themselves, they must be helped to do so; c. 
mirrors in the death-chamber must be veiled, or 
turned to the wall; d. household fires must be 
put out; e. sometimes a meal is taken by the 
mourners right after the death; f. the corpse 
must not be left alone (or in the dark), so 
'wakes' must be held ·an night and 'sittings' in 
the daytime; drinking and telling jokes is re
commended, because the noise will scare away 
the evil spirits; C. the time of death: a. in coast
al areas: at ebb (the opposite of birth, usually: 
v. Birth); b. a sick man will not die on board 
ship till land has been sighted; c. it is fortunate 
to die on Christmas Eve, fo r the gates of heaven 
are wide open then; D. knell: a. scares off the 
spirits; b. the number of strokes of the Great 
Bell for the funeral will indicate what kind of 
dead person is to be buried; the number of 
strokes is called the Tailors(= Tellers); so "Nine 
tailors make a man" = nine strokes for a man; 
six for a woman; three for a child; and finally a 
single note for every year (s)he has lived; E. 
death-Crosses: rough wooden crosses are put in 
places where an accident has happened, in order 
to prevent the ghost from haunting the spot; F. 
the last honour: if you want to render the last 
honour to the dead, you must touch the corpse: 
a. to show that no ill-will exists between you 
a nd the envious dead; b. when a man has been 
murdered, his wounds will begin to bleed 
afresh, as soon as he is touched by the murderer 
(sometimes even when the murderer is near: v. 
Corpse); G. death-lantern: it is good to place a 
lantern o n a grave: "ct lux perpetua luceat cis"; 

V. v. Corpse, Burial, Grave. 
Death (Tarod 

I. this 13th enigma represents Saturn, Time, 
the Master of Fate; 2. represented: a. a mowing 
skeleton (of pink bones) cutting off crowns, 
flowers, heads a nd limbs; b . a skeleton in full 
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Death Watch Beetle 

arn1our riding a white horse and carrying a 
black banner emblazoned with the mystic rose 
(life); in the backgrou nd the sun rising or set
ting between two towers, a ship sailing; in the 
foreground a mitred bishop, a girl, and a child in 
pleading postures; 3. denotes: a. change, per
petual motion: creation, death, recreation ; b. 
spiritualization, sloughing off fleshly desires; c. 
corruption, mortality; bad luck; d. positive(= 
evolution) and negat ive (= fina lity); e. astrol. : 
Taurus (the sacrificial Bull), and Saturn. 
Death Watch Bel)~ le 

l. a small n'i inch), round, brown beetle 
which burrows Itself into old wood; when dis
turbed they simula te death; their t icking sound 
is made with their heads against the wood and 
is related to reproduction; 2. folklore: predicts 
death in the house when it taps. 
Deborah 

I. Rebekah's nurse: personification of hum
ble usefulness; she was buried under the "Oak 
of Weeping." below Bethel (Gen. 35, 8); II. the 
prophetess: 1. the name means 'bee' (q.v. for 
prophecy); 2. she dwelt 'under a palm tree' and 
helped the Israelites aga inst the Canaanites; ref. 
Judg. 4; for her famous poem: Judg. 5. 
December 

l . etym.: 'dcccm' = JO: the 10th month in 
the anc ient Roman calendar, starting the New 
Year in March; in Anglo-Saxon: the Mid-

. Winter-Month, or Yule-tide; 2. period of: A. 
rural activities: a. killing the fatted pig; b. prep
aration of the Christmas Banquet: killing the 
pig or ox (originally the Yule-tide boar, q.v.), 
and putting cakes in the oven; people are seated 
at a table on which a cock stands beside a 
goblet of wine; c. cutting wood; B. it repre
sents: a. gloom, coldness; b. peace and quiet; 3. 
astrol.: Saturn and Cap;icorn; 4. stone: tur
quoise and lapis-lazuli or ruby; 

5. tutelary goddess: Vesta; 6. festivities: A. 
the Saturnalia, q.v.; B. December 25th: the 
Virgin-mother gives birth to a new Sun-son: a. 
Egypt: births of Horus and Osiris; b. Greece: of 
Dionysus and Heracles; c. Persia: of Mithra; d. 
Christian: of Christ; C. originally Christmas was 
not recognized as Christ's birthday (in order to 
differentiate from the 'pagan' celebrations); the 
Eastern Church still prefers January 6th a:. 
Christ's Nativity; the West gave a higher rank to 
the a lmost equally 'dangerous' Twelfth Night, 
as Epiphany; 7. folklore: December 21st was 
the day on which Judas 'hanged himselr, which 
is therefore an unlucky day for sailors to set 
out. 
deep 

1. chaos, the beginning of the world: "And 
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the earth was without form, and void; and dark 
ness was upon the face of the deep": Gen. 2, 1: 
v. Chaos, Abyss; 2. 'bottomless pit, hell: "my 
self am hell ; And in the lowest deep a lower 
deep Still threatening to devo ur me opens wide, 
To which the hell I suffer seems a heaven" : 
Milton (Par. Lost 4, 75); 3. ocean. 
deer 

I. genera/: A. M.A. : the deer has the power 
to force snakes out of their holes; after they 
have eaten them, they seek fresh water, so that 
the poison may no t harm them; then they lose 
their antlers and are rejuvenated ; Plutarch de
rives their name ('elapho i') from 'attract snakes' 
('he! - ophis'); B. there are separate names fo r 
the buck according to the year: from the fawn 
(I st), the pricket (2nd: v. LLL 4, 2) till the 
'buck of the lst year'= 5th year; and from then 
on after that 'first' year; C. during the time of 
rutting their chief food is the red mushroom, or 
toadstools, which helps well to make them 'piss 
their grease'; ref. Wiv. 5, 5: 1'alstaff: "Send me 
a cool rut-time, Jove, or who can blame me to 
piss my tallow" ; D. they arc noted for their 
sexual fury; 

2. nimbleness, fleetness; 3. gentleness: 
(apart from the gentle look in their eyes) they 
cry when dying, and their tears arc precious 
medicine; ref. A YL 2, I; cf. also "Why, let the 
stricken deer go weep ... " Ham. 2, 2; moreover, 
he has no gall (e.g. Aristotle); 4 . sun-animal: 
horn-rays; 5. longevity: rejuvenation through 
the new antlers; Pausanias (8, 50) proves they 
live longer even than e lephants; 6. autumn: 
hunting-season ; 7. soul: a. Christian: coming to 
the founta in of life, thirsting after the waters of 
tr uth ; b. Hermetic: distinguish between the 
Unicorn of the desert (= spirit) and the white 
Hind (= soul) of the forest; they l ive together in 
the forest (=the body) ; also in Alchemy these 
two are constantly paired off; c. W. Blake : 
"The wild deer wand'ring here & there Keeps 
the Human Soul from care" (Aug. of Inn.); 8. 
catechumen: v. 7, a; 9. vanity: a. though the 
deer is wary he can be caught for his lust after 
glory and vanity: Aesop (61 ) ; b. represents a 
person seduced by flattery: a deer is sensitive to 
the flute and flageolet; flutes were often made 
of fawn-bones, an invention of Athena (Calli
machus H3, 244f.); 

10. Greek: sacred to Artemis; 11. Germanic: 
four deer constantly eat from the Holy Ash-tree 
(q.v.) ; related to Justice; 12. an inn-sign: a 
white hind was Richard II's personal emblem 
and became the sign-board of inns; 13. a deer 
with a cross between his antlers: connected 
with St. Hubert and Julian the Hospitaler; 14. 

II' II. Yeats: a hornless white deer = female dc
•lrc: its antithesis is the Hound with one red ear 

male desire ; 15. v. Roebuck, Hart, Hind, etc. 
ctemiurge 

I. a personality or power that creates a 
wnrld (imaginary or real) and joins the broken 
l•.irts of the world-soul by means of suture~ 
•huped like the Andrew-Cross; 2. Plato: a sem1-
11ivlnc architect of the material universe; 3. 
1.1111stic: the lower angel (or devil, or Yahweh). 
who created the earth; God then took pity on 
1hc poor bare-forked animal, and distributed his 
ll~ht in man's mind; this light is now in bondage 
111 matter t ill the Great Redemption comes 
which will release Man, and at the same time 
1h11 t Divine Light; 4. the power of the demiurge 
wn~ sometimes considered to be the fifth ele-
111cnt ='spirit', 'quintessence'; 5. v. Coal. 
Demogorgon 

I. personifica tion of dark chaos; 2. the Crea
tive spirit; 3. the nutritive genius of the soil, 
'"mctimes the primeval god (of fertility) of 
.111cient mythology: the life and sustenance of 
111,ints, represented as an old man covered with 
moss, who lived underground; he was invoked 
111 magic, and may be related to Hades - Pluto; 
·I u dreaded demon, living in the underground
hl'll, taking the fo rm of human skeletons at 
nl~ht , and biting wanderers in the stomach;. 5. 
.\'pn1ser: a demon living in the Abys~ .with 
I hrce Fatal Sisters; 6. Milton : evil spmt; 7. 
.\'llrlley: an eternal principle or power ousting 
the gods of false theology (Prom. Unb.). 
dem on 

A. general: I. origin: I. Judaic: a. a spirit 
l111low the rank of God (v. Daimon), of more or 
h•,s the same rank as Yahweh; Satan(= the 'ad
wrsary', Later became a proper name) is also a 
•1•rvant of God, whose permission he gets to 
11·mpt Job; b. the powers inhabiting "the waste 
11luccs"; c. Azazel (q.v.): the Scapegoat; d. 
l lllth (q_v.): the vampire; 2- Graeco-Roman: 
11. the ghosts of those tragically killed seeking 
vt111geance; others were made into spirits seek-
11111 collective vengeance: the Furies, Harpies, 
I 1•mures; b. by the side of those are the he lpful 
'numina'; 11. v. Devil; Ill . W. Blake: the original 
thinker: cf. Devil; 

B. the kinds: I. variety df devils: a. Fates: 
not women now, but demons; b. Poltergeists 
('ducnde de casa'): play little tricks in houses in 
lhc night, like breaking things, making foo!
•lcps overhead etc.; c. lncubi and Succub1: 
l~mpting especially nuns, who feel impure in 
the morning as if they had slept with men; d. 
Murching hosts: sounds of hordes passing; e. 
I umiliar demons: who eat and drink with men, 

desert 

like Tobit's angel; f. Nightmares: terrifying men 
in their sleep; g. Demons made from the semen 
(and its odour) of men dreaming of women, 
with ejaculation; h. Deceptive demons: appear
ing as men or women; i. Clean demons: the 
fou lest : tempt only holy men; j . demons who 
make old women think they fly to witches' sab
bats; II. a hierarchy according to the Seven 
Deadly Sins: I. Lucifer - Pride; 2. Mammon -
Avarice; 3. Asmodeus - Lechery; 4 . Satan -
Anger ; 5. Beelzebub - Glu ttony; 6. Leviathan -
Envy; 7 . Belphegor - Sloth; 111. other names 
and functions: I . Mammon: prince of tern pters 
and ensnarers; 2. Asmodeus (q.v.): revenger of 
evils; 3. Satan (q.v.): deludes, assists conjurors 
and witches; 4. Beelzebub (q.v.) : false gods; 5. 
Py tho: prince of the Spirit of Lies; 6. Bel.ial: 
prince of the vessels of iniquity: cards and dice; 
7. Merehim: prince of the spirits causing pesti
lence; 8. Abaddon: of evil wars; 9. Astaroth: 
prince of accusers and inquisitors. 
Denis, St. 

1. patron saint of France; one of the Seven 
Champions of Christendom; his original name 
was Dionysius; 2. he was the first bishop of 
Paris· after he was beheaded (about the third 
cent~ry) he walked six miles with his.head in 
his hand, and laid it down on the spot, where 
his ca thedral was to be built ; v. Head, Sev
e red-; 3. feast: October 9th. 
de puty 

1. "God's deputy": the king, according to 
the Divine Right ; often in Shakespeare: e.g. 
"His deputy anointed in His sight" : R2 l, 2 ; 2. 
the wife of the deputy of the ward : her lms
band being among the highest citizens, she was 
irreproachable (like Caesar's wife). 
desert 

1. Bible: a. the "wilderness" (often with 
'dragons' = perhaps hyenas), of which the owl, 
the b ittern, etc. are the most symbolic represen
tations; sometimes related to the unicorn and 
satyrs; b. the place where the later prophets 
idealized the 'purity' of the re ligion right after 
Exodus, and before the agrarian fertility orgies 
set in; c. the place to which the prophets re
turn: a. as the place of divine revelation: 'mono
theism is the religion of the desert'; b. to regain 
pu rity and ascetic spiritualism: Elijah, John 
the Baptist, etc.; d. place of spiritual tempta
tion: e.g. Christ; e. a place haunted by ~vii ~pir
its demons or devils: e.g. Matth. 12, 43; 2. 
related to the sun and the lion: pure, celestial 
radiance, but sometimes blinding; 3. the oppo
site of water = physical fertility and moral cor
ruption; 4 . truth: in Aesop a woman walking 
alone in the desert with downcast eyes repre-

133 



devil 

sents truth; 5. place for a life-or-death fight 
(no one interferes): a. "And dare me to the 
desert with thy sword": Mac. 3, 4 ; b. "I would 
meet him were I tied to run afoot Even to the 
frozen ridges of the Alps": R2 I , I. 
devil 

1. psych.: an archetype: the dangerous as
pect of the unrealized dark side of man; his 
'shadow'; 2. the "devil's books": playing cards; 
3. W. Blake: a. ordinary meaning ; b. revolt 
against the established order = Genius (e.g. 
"The Marriage of Heaven and Hell"; cf. De
mon) ; c. false religion, as the opposite of the 
Demon of original thinkers; 4. D. Thomas: 
"pictured devil": a fictitious danger; 5. v. 
Trident (for the inversion of the Trinity), De
mon, and Daimon. 
Devil, The - !Tarot) 

l. other name: 'Force Majeur'; 2. repre
sented: a. standing or sitting, with a goat's head 
and beard, sometimes claws for hands and feet 
¥Jd a woman's arms and bosom; it incorporate~ 
the 4 elements: dark legs (earth). blue-green 
scales on the lowe r abdomen (water). blue bat
wings (air), and red head and beard (fire); he is 
usually accompanied by a chained man and 
woman, with varying horns, sometimes having 
tails; sometimes one of the figures is black and 
the other white; these are almost invariably 
chained loosely to the Devil's pedestal; some
times an inverted pentagram lightens the Devil's 
head; b. bearded, with horns and long ears, he 
resembles the magician; he holds a lighted tor ch 
(sometimes pointing downwards) or a. wand: sin 
leading the way, or magic directed the wrong 
way; 3. this awe-inspiring card has positive and 
negative aspects of fire; it denotes: a. knowl
edge of this world is only fragmentary knowl
edge; the magic arts (for good or bad) comple
ment it; b. it is the opposite of the Angel, with 
the accompanying figures bestialized: instinc
tive or perverted life; c. bondage which is imagi
nary rather than real; d. momentary victory 
obtained by evil means, which will be punished; 
e. astrol.: Sagittarius/ Aquarius. 
devouring 

I. one of the commonest cdmponents of the 
sun-myth; it is closely connected with embrac
ing and entwining: tree, whale-<lragon (e.g. 
Jonah); partial mutilation is often the result· or 
complete death: in the West, where, thro~gh 
the 'hieros gamos' (the sacred marriage of earth, 
or sea, and heaven), a new sun is born and car
ried to the East for the next day; 2. fear of 
incest (being devoured by the mother);in stories 
of witches, a wolf, dragon, ogre, etc. swal
lowing children; 3. death: the earth swallowing 
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the body; children rescued from the belly after 
being eaten: hope of resurrection in the flesh : 
4. fear of castration: of the Terrible Mother, of 
the Vagina Dentata (v. Vulva); 5 . related to 
many forms of gradual killing: sinking in a bog, 
etc.; 6. v. Entanglement. 
dew 

l. related to Moon: her daughter, e.g. in 
Aleman; 2. related to Dawn: falling from 'pure' 
heaven: A. (divine) inspiration: spiritual illum i
nation as forerunner of enlightening dawn; B. 
(divine) blessing, protection: a. Yahweh: " I will 
be as the dew unto Israel": Hos. 14, 5 (cf. 'rain' 
in 6; 3); b. Christ = the Dew-man; c. "his dews 
fall every where": benediction (+ pun on 
'dues'): 118 1, 3; C. purity, purification: a. 
"There's a woman like a dewdrop, she's so 
purer than the purest": Browning ("A Blot on 
the 'Scutcheon" I , 3); b . Dante washed his face 
of Hell grime with morning-dew (and got a gir
dle of rushes) before he passed from Hell to 
Purgatory; D. youth: e.g. Ps. 110; virginity: pre
cious, but soon gone; 3. t ransitoriness: "as the 
early dew it goeth away": evanescence of 
Ephraim's goodness: Hos. 6, 4; 4. freshness, fer
tility: a. fertile 'like rain': e.g. I Kings 17, I ; b. 
"A Sensitive Plant in a garden grew, And the 
young winds fed it with silver dew": Shelley 
("The Sensitive Plant" I , I); 

5. remembrance: (Norse) the drink Freya 
tried to obtain from Hyndla (bitch), a wood
giantess; v. also Folklore; 6. resurrection: 'dew 
of herbs' shall raise the dead: Isa. 26, 19; 7. 
multitude: e.g. 2Sam 17, 12; 8. dews of blood: 
a. Zeus sent down dews of blood ("ersas hai
mati mydaleias") to warn the Greeks, tha t he 
would send many to Hades that day: Homer (II. 
11 , 53) ; b. portent of Caesar's death: Ham. 1, 
1; c. v. Blood N, I, 3; 9. flattery: Cor. 5, 6; 

10. related to nightfall: a. sleep: "the timely 
dew of sleep": Milton (Par. Lost); "the honey
heavy dew of slumber": Caes. 2, I; b. death: 
"O, that this too too solid flesh would melt 
Thaw, and resolve itself into a dew!": Ham. 1: 
2; 11. cicadas feed on dew: Vergil (Eel. 5, 77), 
Theoct. (4, 16); butterflies are born from dew: 
Pliny (11, 37); 12. Mystics: that in which every
thing is reflected: from the sun to the smallest 
object; 13. alch.: one of the many names for 
Prime Matter; 14. W. Blake: material (water) 
Experience, connected with Night; 

.15.fo/klore: A. medicinal; B. May-<lew 
(gathered very early in the morning) is very po
tent, either for good, or bad; it is most common 
as a cosmetic; C. rerhembrance: flowers that 
have the cold dew of the night on them are 
fittest for the grave: ref. Cym. 4 , 2; D. "St. 

llar tho lomew brings the cold dew" (August 
24): proverb; 16 . v. Water. 
diamond 

I. general: a. etym.: Gr. 'adamas' ="the in
vincible", used for the hardest metals a nd the 
hu rdest precious sto ne: since Hesiod; b. Pliny 
mentions the stone as so rare, that it was the 
most valuable of stones, known only to kings; 
!hey had to be obtained from India then, as 
lho.: enormous riches of South Africa were only 
1llwovered in the 19th century; c. in Eltzabe
than tim es they did no t go by carats, but by 
'water': "Here is a water, look ye": Tim. l , 
I ; the grades were then: the first, second, or 
tlmd water; 2 . symbolizes: a. hardness: in the 
O.T., especially of the heart and 'forehead' : e.g. 
11·1. 17, I; b. invulnerable faith; c. (royal) digni
ty and wealth; d . lucidity, frankness, purity; fo r 
c 'hristians: Christ; e. constancy, love: Imogen 
11lvcs Post hum us a diamond ring for constancy: 
c 'ym.; f. brilliance, joy, life; give light in dark
ness: "Through darkness diamonds spread their 
ilchcst ligh t" : Webster (Wh. Devil 3, 2); g. re
rnnciliation; h. moral and intellectual knowl-
1•1l11c; i. the Mystic Centre (w.v.), often used in 
1oyal crowns; 3. period: a. the month of April; 
h Libra: 22 September - 22 October; 4. vir-
1111': A. gives : a. power and strength; b. purity; 
1 constancy; d. modesty; e. mental lucidity; f. 
vktory over enemies; B. prevents: a. evil magic; 
h storms; c. war; 

5. colour : black; 6. flowers: daisy and hya
d nt h; 7. 

1
Hebrew ('shamir'): the 6th .stone of 

the Breastplate of the High-priest, representing 
th1• cribe of Gad, or of Zebulun;1it became dark or 
ll1-1h t according to (non-) guilt of the accused 
p11rson; 8. Rome: a. worn on the left hand (near 
tho heart) it guards health and vitality; b. used 
111 engagement-rings: promotes harmony; 9 . 
"/)/amond Jousts": instituted by King Arthur 
wit h a diamond as a prize; he had found 9 dia
mond s in the crown of a slain knight, and of
t111cd them as a prize for 9 years; Lancelot won 
thom all, and gave them to Guinevere, who 
th1ow them into a river for jealousy; 

10. G.M. Hopkins: " immortal diamond": 
li11ht, vision, eternity; 11. D. Thomas: A. a 
poem; B. in " Vision and Prayer": a. often 
hluck yet holding light: promised vision, an 
l1111111e of art; b. by shape(= lozenge): the heav
.-11ly womb, point-climax-point: the opposite of 
c; llerbert's "Easter Wings"; a lso the opposite 
111 the hour-glass-shape of the poems of Prt. II : 
tl1110, aspiring to eternity; 12. folklore: a. the 
1111torious Hope-<liamond has been a bringer of 
h111I luck to all the owners until now, because it 
Wil~ originally stolen from an Indian divine 

Diana 

statue; b. "diamond cut diamond": one cun
ning man match ing another: proverb ; c. used as 
buttons on a woman's dress: disaster. 
diamonds (cards) 

l. o lder form: coin, golden disk, pentacle, 
'square'; 2. the square man (lozenge-shape) with 
his soul on end: one side points to heaven, the 
other to earth; v. also the preceding, e.g. D. 
Thomas, and Lozenge; 3. material force, the 
mineral kingdom; refers to matters of money, 
trade, industry, and development; 4 . the 'ring 
of eternity' 5 . just ice; 6. silence; 7. vulva; 8. 
her. : a. Mercury-Thoth as protector of mer
chants; b. the form of the escutcheon for 
wo men; 

9. fo/kore : a. the 9 of Diamonds: the Curse 
(q.v.) of Scotland; some believe that the first 
lord of Stair wrote his order of the massacre on 
that card; b. the IO of diamonds: in the 18th 
century often used to invite guests to social 
events, to indicate the hour of arrival ; c. when a 
majority of diamonds appears in one deal: busi
ness, possession, money; d. children's fortune
telling: someone will give you money; e. nurs
ery-rhyme: "We are all in the dumps, For dia
monds a re trumps; The kittens are gone to St. 
Paul's! The babies are bit, The moon's in a fit, 
And the houses are built without walls" . 
Diana 

l. the Great GO"ddess: l. "Great is Diana of 
the Ephesians": Acts 19, 34; 2. nature-goddess, 
especially of fertility and wild animals (and 
birth); 3. as Hecate she is the black goddess of 
magic and death: "She who succeeds from 
afar" , linked with the Accursed Hunter-theme ; 
4. her three heads (as she is often represented) 
are typical of the goddess: mare, bitch, and sow; 
th is is also an inversion of the Trinity (v. Tri
dent); she is called ' t riform' or 'Trivia'; 5 . 
" Diana Nemorensis" (Diana of the Woods) is 
the wife-goddess of the 'King of the Wood'; a 
priest, acting and dying as a Sacred Fertility 
King (q.v.); 6. in landscape she is related to 
Crossroads and Forests; 7. as a night-huntress 
she is accom panied by chthonic demons in the 
form of dogs; 8. she (later) represented the vir· 
gin aspect of the moon (etym.: root 'di' = 'shin
ing'), the opposite of ' immoral' Venus; also the 
opposite of dual Dianus =Janus= sun-god; 

II. correspondences: a . body: rules the head; 
b. Tarot: Archpriestess; c. period: Autumn; d . 
sacred animal: stag; e. colour: silver; f. emblem: 
bow and arrow; 

UL she was the protectress of the plebeians, 
the lower classes, but especially of the slaves 
(the King of the Wood usually was a slave). 
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diaphragm 

diaphragm 
I. the chief seat of merriment (Pliny 11, 

77); 2. subtlety of intellect (same). 
dice 

I. chance, divination; 2. debauchery: like 
cards, the works of the devil; 3. falseness: "false 
as dice are to be wished by one that fixes no 
bourn 'twixt his and mine": Wint. I, 2;4. mat
ter: cube (q.v.); 5. trinity: 3 faces visible; 6. 
number-symbolism: A. one die: a. the opposite 
faces (in most modern forms) add up to Seven; 
b. the 4 lateral squares: the 4 directions in 
space; c. the law of opposites; d. upper and 
lower side: earth's polar axis ; B. two dice: 12 
edges: completion; C. three dice: a. make a 
total of 18: the num bers o f letters in various 
older alphabets, which makes them useful ·in 
divination; b. 7 X 7 X 7 + the added values of 
all dots (I - 6) makes 365 =one year; 7. her.: 
a. equity; b. fickleness of fortune; 8. folklore: 
v. Rubbing, Finger-snapping, Num bers, etc. 

,digestion 
I. mastery, assimilat ion, dissolution; · 2. 

Romanesque iconography has many swa llowing 
(and .vomiting) monsters: by devouring and 
d1gestmg one conquers the victim completely 
and acquires his power: cf. cannibalism; 3'. 
a/ch.: related to the green dragon : the irreduci
ble elements of nature; that which cannot be 
spiritualized; 4. W. Blake: Law; 5. related to 
Devouring and Swallowing. 
dimple 

I. in the cheeks: " love's badge": "That (= 
so that) in each cheek appears a pretty dimple; 
Lo.ve made those hollows": Ven. 241 ff.; 2. 
ch1ldlore: a. on a cheek: unfortunate; b. on the 
chin : fortunate . 
Dionysus 

1. the god of wine and the rose, as sym
bols of inspiration; 2. the god of the tree, all 
blossoming things, and seasonal changes; 3. in 
n:ian : a. the natural passions, unbounded by ra
t ional .con trol, insatiable, uninhibited; b. (J ung) 
the Dmnysus-myth means the abyss of 'impas
sioned dissolution' as a result of extreme parox
ysm of emotion, related to the urge to escape 
from time into 'pre-tim e' (characteristic of the 
orgy); the myth represents an unconscious urge· 
4. the opposite of Apollo; together they repre~ 
sent ambiguous ar t and life: a. Apollo : drawing 
to.wards order, spiritual existence, evolution; b. 
Dionysus: drawing towards chaotic existence 
to self-annihilation (death-wish), involution; 5'. 
thus Dionysus (though in many ways resem

·bl~n~ Christ) is considered an infernal de ity; his 
spmtuahzed form is also Orpheus, leading to 
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Orphism as spiritual intoxica tion, feminine, un 
inhibited, instinctive life, with ecstasies and 
cyclic pain, blood, etc. 
direct io n 

I. v. Compass; 2. the vertical line : modern 
times, e.g. the sky-scraper. 
disc 

I. sun: the flying discus symbolizing tlw 
course of the sun, its fall is the hero's dea th, 
there are many examples of 'accidental' killin1!~ 
of sun-heroes by discs: a. Apollo k illing Hyaci11 
thus; b. Perseus killed his grandfather; c. Telu 
~on killed his brother Phocus, etc.; 2. a wi11g1•tl 
disc: a. often the symbol of the feathered scr 
pent ; in Egypt (and Babylon) often vulture 
wings of protection (v. Vulture fo r Mother 
symbol); b. '6Ublimated matter: often wit h thl· 
caduceus-serpents on the side; c. speed (modern 
use); 3. W. Blake: th.! Disc of Urizen: his shield 
against Passion. 
disease 

I. evil, brought about by: a. the envious dead ; 
b. a displeased deity; c. magic powers of other 
human beings; 2. diseases with scabs and putrid 
smell, darkness, and thirst, are the punish
ment of Falsifiers of every kind: alchemists, 
forge rs, etc. all lying pell-mell : Da nte (Inf.: C. 
29ff.). 
disguise 

I. to assume a different personality: a. iden
tification with a deity, a (momentary) reincar
nation of the deity; e.g. v. Dance; b. im itation 
of the deity one serves: e.g. a. the priests of 
Cybele in female attire (v. Sex, Change of - ) ; 
b. Heracles in the service of Omphale; c. sun
heroes wearing lion-skins, fo llowers of Dionysus 
wearing leopard-skins, etc.; c. to induce an ec
static state of mind for orgies, in contrast to 
formalized daily existence (involution): e.g. 
Carnaval, and other fertili ty-rites; often with 
transvestism, in order to approach reincarnation 
of the primordial Hermaphrodite (regression), 
as a door to renewed life, to rebirth; d. to 
change one's ' persona'; 2 . to indicate the en
trance into a new stage of life: a. in medicine
rites of initiation or purification; b. still vestiges 
to be found in new baptismal clothes, wedding
clothes, clothes suitable to a new rank or sta
t ion in life, etc.; 3. to hide from evil or envious 
spirits: e.g. Hallowe 'en, and the Hebrew 'sack
cloth' (q.v.); 4 . W. Blake: hypocrisy; 5. v. 
Clothes, Mask, etc. 
dismemberment 

1. multiplication and return to Oneness of 
an individual or Cosmos; cf. Sacrifice for the 
dismemberment of Primeval monsters; 2. 

/1>1•clt.: (J ung): a. dismemberment occurs with 
111.1ny sun-heroes (as the o pposite of being put 
111~c1her in the mother's womb); through an 
1111 est-relation they can re-enter the womb: 
Ow is put together again by his mother-sister
wllc Isis (except for one piece), and Dionysus 
liy Demeter ; b. being possessed by unconscious 
whims, manias, obsessions, etc. =being torn up; 
1 (mental) disintegration, destruction; 3. for 
1hc relation with the phases of the Moon : v. 
I11mmuz. 

ct l11aff 
I . industry; cosmic: time, the beginning and 

11111tinuation of creation; 2. fabrics; 3. weaving 
11111 ~pinn ing, q.v.; 4. the typical emblem of 
woman : a. the movement= sexual movement; 
h the spind le and distaff as typical attributes: 
"'ihc layeth her hands to the spindle, and her 
hunds hold the distaff': Prov. 31, 19; c. it is 
1yp1cal of the feminine (= the continuity of 
Ille), just as the sword (=death) is of the mas-
111llnc; represented in animal form by the frog 
.11111 pha llic fish; d. Rome: in the marriage pro-
11·1~ion the distaff was carried behind the bride, 
111 indicate her future work; e. Gr.: according to 
l'lndar a golden distaff is the attribute of Am
phltritc (Olymp. 0 . 6, 95), of the Nereids (Nern. 
11 5, 36) and of Lato (Nem.0. 6, 37); 5. Greek : 
111tibutc of Clotho, the youngest of the three 
Mu1rai (foates): she prepares the thread of life 
!which Lachesis spins, and Atropos cuts off); 6. 
""nel imes w itches were supposed to fly on 
illstaffs instead of broomsticks. 
1ll•tilling 

the flower of summer (=youth, or middle-
11•1·) can be 'distilled' by having a child, which is 
lhl'll that flower's smell and beauty preserved 
!u l~o comparisons with 'mirror' and 'image' are 
11~1·d in the same meaning): Sonn. 5. 
11I1ch 

I. pitfall: "Better go about than fall into a 
1lltch": proverb; 2. Greek: the 'altars' for sacri
f hl"S to underworld deit ies; 3.D. Thomas: "the 
whirling ditch of daybreak"; 5. folklore : "as 
111111 as ditchwater": proverb. 
1tl11any 

I . "dictamnus": the herb, with which Venus 
lu•alcd Aeneas 'of h is arrow-wound'; the herb 
wu~ plucked on Mt. Dicte in Crete, where also 
wild goat~. when wounded by an arrow, sought 
II to be healed; it lhas a purple flower: Vergil 
(/\en. 12, 412ff.); others believe deer have 
.tmwn humans how to extract arrows (Pliny 8, 
ii I); 2. Mt. Dicte was the place where Rhea gave 
hhth to Zeus; 3. symbol of birth; 4 . landscape: 
11111 monuments, ruins, wasteland beside high-

doe 

ways; 5. the most efficacious herb for diseases 
of women; 6. it has no flower, no seed, no 
stem; v. Marjoram. 
diver-bird 

I . the guise in which Athene protects ships; 
2. connected with the Sacred King being 
thrown into the sea: the long-necked Diving
bird orig. was Aesacus (son of King Priam of 
Troy and a nymph), who f11ll in love with the 
water-nymph Hesperia and pursued her; her 
foot was stung by a serpent, and she died in
stantly; she was so deeply mourned by him, 
that he wanted to kill him self by jumping off a 
rock, but Tethys took pit y o n him and changed 
him into a Diver; as such he dives again and 
again, seeking death, but not finding it; he was 
mou rned for by all his (half-)bro thcrs, except 
Paris: Ovid (Metam. 11 , 751 - 795). 
divo rce 

"the long divorce of steel": being beheaded: 
HS 2, I. 
dock 

I. a common name for the genus of weeds 
called 'Rumex'; the ·commonest fo rm (' R. ob
tusifolius') has inconspicuous green flowers , but 
is a coarse plant with non-acid tasting leaves and 
unisexual flowers; the dried roots a~e laxat ive 
and cathartic; 2. changeableness: " In dock , out 
nettle" (proverb): originally a cure fo r nettle
stings; 3. shrewdness; 4. pat ience; 5. in ico ns an 
attribute of Affection; 6 . folklore: wherever 
stinging nettles are found, there also grows the 
dock, whose leaves heal the st ing; sometimes a 
general cure for sores. 
doctor 

I. purifies existence; 2. landscape: related to 
mountain-peaks: lofty minds; 3. related to 
magic; 4. folklore : a. it is unlucky to pay the 
doctor's bill in fu ll : as da ngerous as boasting; b. 
if the seventh child of a seventh child becomes 
a doctor, he will be a very good one; c. nurs
ery-rhyme: "I do not like thee, Doctor Fell, 
T he reason why I cannot tell"; the reference is 
to an actual doctor (Dean of Christ Church), 
but it was itself a revision of an older para
phrase of an epigram by Martial (1, 32). 
dodder 

I . the common name for the genus 'Cuscu
ta': slender, 'leafless plants, like masses of twin
ing threads; parasitic a nd feeding on flax, clo
ver, thyme, furze, hop, etc.; it kills vetches and 
legum.inous plants; 2. meanness; the plant re
sembles a dog's genitals . 
doe 

I. tim id ity; 2 . fidelity; 3. the Christian soul 
(thirsting after the living waters); 4. wildness: 
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dog 

"as wild as any doe": ballad ; v. Nightinga le; 5. 
v. Deer. 
c!og 

I. general: 
I . t he o ldest domest icated animal, yet we 

see a marked differe nce between peo ples who 
had them as ho use-dogs, and th ose who had 
only half-domest ica ted them, using t hem as 
sheepdogs and fo r the hunt o nly (e.g . the J ews) ; 
nowhere m Europe were dogs so cultivated as in 
England; yet we sha ll see tha t e.g. Shakespeare 
held them in low esteem, little above the de
tested kite; 2. tho ugh the Jews have a lways con
sidered the .dog as a d epraved animal, he is gen
erally considered as an e levat io n of a lower 
form of life: the jacka l a nd the wolf (in Aesop 
the dog foo ls the wolf: Fables 117); 3. the am
b1gu1ty to be fo und in a ll majo r symbols is to 
be fo und in the clog as well ; tho ug h fro m' o ld a 
decid edly feminine symbol (and sacred: so ' un
clea n'), it has come to be considered as man's 
best fr iend: "A ma n, a horse, a nd a dog a rc 
never weary of each other's com pa ny": prov
erb; 

II. favou rable characteristics: 
l . faithful com pa nio n , devo tio n: a . even in 

inimical contex ts we find examples of the d og's 
fa ithfulness: a. Homer: Argus recognized his 
master Odysseus o n his return to Itha ca; cf. 
Homer below ; b. Tobias' dog accom pa nied 
Raphael and Tobias o n their journey, a nd w hen 
they were nearing home, ran ahead to a nnounce 
the ir safe arriva l: Tob. 5, 16; it accounts for t he 
fact that many tlogs are called Toby (e.g. of 
Punch and Judy); but v. below; b. there are 
many stories about dogs keeping watch at t heir 
masters' graves; t he best-known classical exam
ple is tha t of the d og Maera, howling o ver 
l carius' grave, t hus showing his daughter 
Erigone, where he was buried ; c. when Hecuba, 
the type of fide lity, had found the dead 
body of her last-living son (who m she had sent 
in trust to the k ing of a neighbo uring island), 
she became a d og, howling on the plains of 
that island: Ovid (Meta m. Bk. 13; b ut especially 
I . 568 ); though this may resemble a dog's pro
verb ia l madness (in more t ha h one sense) it 
shows_ too much resemblance wi th the preced
ing to have o nly that meaning ; Lycophron 
11 74ff.) considers her as an attenda nt of He
cate ; d. a dog is also the faithfu l companio n of 
various gods: a. Greek : d edicated to Hecate , the 
dog follows the sun and moon till t he ends of 
the ear th ; for Asclepius: v. below; b. Germ.: 
accompanies Odin and the Norns; e. on t om bs 
dogs are o ften found at t he feet o f wo men, 
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deno t ing fa ithfulness and affection, j ust as men 
were represented with a lion (for valo ur and 
mag na nimity); this may be mixed with Resur
rect io n : v. below ; f. Crusaders were of ten repre
sented with a foot on a dog, to symbolize the 
way they themselves had fa ithfully fo llowed 
the a rmies of their Lo rd; g. M.A. : emblem of 
fa ithfulness, and watchfulness; St. Rochus 
(Roq ue) is represented with his dog, who faith
fully accompanied him into volunta ry exile, 
when he was stricken with t he plague, and is 
shown licking his wounds; the w ho le context 
shows the dog in a favou rable aspect, and thus 
we may also consider t he dogs' lick ing of Laza
rus' wounds (Luke 16, 21) as a favo ur, perhaps 
connected with healing: cf. the very lifelike 
bronze dog licking it s wo unds found in J uno's 
t emple in Rome (Pliny 34 , 17) ; 

2. courage, protection, guardian: a . a golden 
mastiff, set by Hera to wat ch over t he child 
Zeus, was kept by Tanta lus (af ter someone else 
had stolen it ) ; b . connected with Mars; special 
breeds were cultivated to fight in wars; c . 
Rome: dogs were sacred to the Lares Famil
iares, the househo ld t utelary gods; d . Christian : 
sym bo l of t he pr iest as guardian a nd guide of 
t he flock of be lievers; e. guardian of the Under
world (linking this idea of guard ianship with 
the Devour ing-Mother t ype, resurrection , etc.): 
t he dog may stand as a symbo l o f the Under
world it self: in Greek mythology as Cerberus, 
m Egypt as Anubis, in Germanic mythology as 
Garmur ; v. Mo ther-goddess and Psychopomp; 

3. dawn: seen as t he Ho und o f Heaven = 
Christ (v. Hound); 4 . wind: dogs seen as winds 
very often cha se the boar o f winter or drought; 
5. healing: a dog was the consta nt companion 
of Asclepius, the god of hea ling; 

6. symbo l of the G rea t Mother and Moon 
Goddess: A. a. dogs d evo ur corpses like the 
ny mph-priestesses of Hecate (and like Vultures, 
q .v.); b. they how l at the Moo n ; c. Germ.: the 
moondog ' Managarm' is often identified with 
the Hati-wo lf, the Moon-devourer; d. related to 
the Jackal for t he Egyptian devouring mother
symbo l; e. Eileithyia , the Grea t Goddess of 
birth a lso got dog-sacrifices; like Hecate, she is 
goddess of marriage too; Roma n: Genita Mana ; 
f. Hecate 'Canicula', as goddess of t he Under
wor ld , received d og-sa cr ifices to keep away the 
plague; she was also a promoter of fertility, and 
the first to t ell Demeter of her daughter's 
(cosmic) rape (cf. Anubis); t hro ugh Hecate
Diana, as night-huntress, the d og became a n 
emblem of Even ing; d ogs howling in town indi
cate that Hecate is at the crossroads: Theocr. 

2, 35ff.; cf. a lso Lycophron 77, O vid (Fasti l , 
\!19); B. resurrection: in Petronius ("Satyri
n >n ") a man asks that a dog shall be painted at 
the foot of his stat ue, so that " I may obtain life 
ufter death"; 

7. fer tility: a. rela ted to the 'planting' of the 
rnrpse (the reference to T.S. Eliot' s " Waste 
l and"): t he dog will fo rce resurrection on the 
rnrpse by scratching the earth w ith his nails, 
1ust like the dog-headed Anub is had embalmed 
Osiris, causing fer tility to return ; this is_ hated 
hy modern ma n; w ith half a n eye o n the Bible~ 
text of Ill , 4 , a, (dea th without resurrectio n) he 
more directly refers to Webster's Dirge, which 
occurs in a scene, w here a ghost has a flower 
pot with a dead man's skull b enea th the roots 
of the flow ers; b . Hecate (as w hite b itch) had 
lillered the first vine-stick , often a symbol for 
fert ility in general (like the ear of corn): Diony
~us is a general fe: tili ty -god and his fest ivals were 
11cneral fertility-fes tivals; 

8 . psychopomp: a. the dog was t he co_m
panio n of the dead in the Night -Sea.Crossing 
(like the vulture again); b. Anub is had the same 
I unctio n in Egypt ; c. Celtic: t he white hounds 
with red ears drive the souls to the hereafter : 
1hc Gabr iel Hounds, q.v. ; 

9. art, cunning: the animal wh ich can be 
tra ined to do t he grea test variety of jobs: a. 
"Guard ian of the Secret": v. Roebuck and 
1 apwing; b. as a companio n of the gods: ~he 
dog of ten symbolizes the logic of those de111e~: 
In this way Anub is is the ' dog' of T hpth ; c. m 
,1n icon , in which the G if t s of the H. Ghost arc 
1cpresented as characters fro m the 0 .T ., car~y
tng a scroll w ith a sacred text, a nd acco~pamed 
hy a symbolic animal, a dog accompanied Solo 
mon as .representing t he G if t of Science; d . in 
another ico n Dia lectics carries a dog's head in 
her left hand ; e. even in Shakespearea n imagery 
to be good al someth ing was " I am a dog at 
, t." : Tw. N. 2, 3; f. t he dog dedicated to Mer
rury indicated he was t he most vigilant and 
running of the gods; g. in Aesop the dog is not 
tooled by a t hief throwing a t it -bit to him 
(Fables 124; he does become d uped by his 
weed, though: v. below); 

LO . religion : in a n icon we see· t he Dogs of 
l{cligion chasing t he Wo lf of Heresy (but cf. Ill, 
')); 

III. unfavourable characteristics: . 
I . a depraved animal : a. in the Bible people 

l-.11led themselves dogs in courteous phrases (or , 
rvcn worse, a dead dog, as "What is thy servant, 
tha t tho u sho uldest look upon such a dead dog 
11~ I am?": 2Sam 9, 8) , or thus cursed their 

dog 

enemies; b. the male prostitutes o f Deut. 23, 18 
are called 'dogs'; 

2 . they return to t he ir vomit (as a fool to his 
fo lly: Prov. 26, IL); t his 'return' originally is a 
form of weaning their puppies : the parents 
vomit t he food for the young; the ease with 
which also later a dog vom its anything upset
ting his stomach also gave rise to the phrase: 
"as sick as a dog"; 

3. (tho ugh there are a few exceptional cases) 
the dog remains a hated animal to the very end 
of the Bible: outside the walls of t he New Jeru
salem there w ill be "dogs, and sorcery, and 
w horemongers, etc.": Rev. 22, 15; the dog ac
companying Tobias (5, I 7 and IL, 4) and 
Raphael ('God heals') may be a foreign element 
a nd is characteristically absent in the Hebrew 
and Aramaic versions; 

4 . scavenger: a. " Deliver my soul from the 
sword ; my darling from the power of the dog": 
Ps. 22, 20; 'darling' = 'my only one' =all that 
w ill be left of me = t he body: death without 
resurrect io n; b. lick ing the blood o f someone 
who had been stoned: l Kings 21, 19, and 22, 
38; Naboth's death caused Ahab's, Jezebel's, 
a nd Joram's blood to be licked by dogs: 2Kings 
9, 36; c. there are many references in the Bible 
to people coming to a bad end as "those who 
die in the city t he dogs shall eat, those who die 
ih the fields the fow ls shall eat" (in the curse of 
Jeroboam's and Ahab's children) ; d. Homer: 
dogs devour t he unhonoured dead in the whole 
Near East, e .g. II. 15, 35 1 ; a special form of 
dishonou r was to cut a man 's ears, nose, and 
genitals off, and throw them to the dogs (Od.); 

5. prowling enemies: a. enem ies roaming the 
city at nigh t : Ps. 59 pass. ; b. " Beware of dogs 
(= Judaism), beware of evil workers, beware of 
circumcision": Phil. 3 , 2; St. Paul must have 
been very angry to have used that most grievous 
name; 

6. envy : in icons a dog is the steed of Envy: 
represented as a monk with a sparrow-hawk in 
his hand , or as a woman, whose dog carries a 
sto ne in his mou th; 

7. flattery: a . Erasmus (Stult. Laus) gives 
the d og as an example of how flattery a nd 
faithfulness can °go hand in hand ; b. v. Spaniel 
for Shakespeare's disgust at a dog' s fawn ing 
flattery ; 

8. fury : a ttribute in an icon ; Euripides was 
torn to pieces by dogs as t he vengeance of the 
gods; 

9. the Devil, heresy, paganism (cf. III, 5, 
b): Christia n: a. when biting his ow n tail; b. as 
an a nagram (= the o pposite) of God ; cf. II, 10; 
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10. war: "Cry havoc and let slip the dogs of 
war": Caes. 3, I; 

11. component part of devouring mytho
logical monsters: a. the Hydra , which Heracles 
fought; b. Scylla had barking dogs' heads from 
her belly down, put there magically by Circe, 
who was jealous of her because Glaucus pre
fer red Scylla's favours to hers: later she was 
changed into a rock: Ovid (Metam. 14, 64ff.); 

12. greed, voracity: a. "Yea , they are greedy 
dogs which can never have enough": Isa. 56, 
11; b. the Gluttons "howl like dogs", and are 
rent to pieces by Cerberus: Dante (Inf.); c. see
ing itself reflected in water with meat in its 
mouth, the dog wanted the other dog's meat as 
well , and, snapping at it, lost its own: Aesop 
(Fables I 18;v.also 11 5, 11 6); 

13. cantankerous: the word 'cynic' is de
rived from the Gr. word for dog; 

14. bragging: a. a dog tried to hide his pun
ishm ent by bragging and giving a different ver
sion of the events: Aesop (Fables 119); b. 
"Brag is a good dog, but Holdfast is better": 
proverb; 

15. egoist: a. the dog in the manger pre
vented the horse from ea ting; b. feeds on other 
people's gain ; c. v. Ass E, I, 2, c; 

16. pitiless: a. " He's a very dog to the com
monalty": Cor. I , I ; b. "No more pity in him 
than a dog": Gent. 2, 3; 

17. folly: the ultimate in foolishness fo r 
Shakespeare was a maid of thirteen talking of 
puppy-dogs: King John 2, I ; 

18. the typical way of killing a dog (like 
'drowning' for a cat) is hanging (proverbial), or 
starvation (e.g. v. Blake); 

19. dog-sacrifices: (apart from those men
tioned above) a. Pliny: the meat of young dogs 
is so pure that it is a fitting repast for gods; b. 
for building-sacrifices (under the foundations or 
thresho lds, to scare away evil spirits) dogs, cats, 
and cocks were used; c. Pausanias (3, 14): 
puppies were sacrificed by Spartan adolescents 
before a figh t ; 

20. the Greeks (e.g. Socrates) told people 
not to swear by the gods, but by a goose, a dog, 
and a ram; 

IV. special literary meanings: 
1. Shakespeare sometimes linktd dogs with 

kites, but his commonest links wer~~ candy -
sweetness - fawning - bark (via dog, to second 
meaning) - tree - oak (pine) - heart; 2. W. 
Blake: "A dog starved at his Master's Gate Pre
dicts the ruin of the State" (Aug. of Inn); 3. J. 
Joyce: a. reference to the medieval pun on 
Dominicans: (Dogs of the Lord) "bulldog of 
Aquine"; b. Stephen Dedalus as a dog (cf. D. 

14.0 

Thomas, who called himself a fox, beside .1 
dog): aspires to the position of dog as God; l' 
Egypt: Thoth (or Hermes Trismegistus): thl' 
dogheaded god of Ana logies; 4. D. Thomas: a 
"dogdayed night": the night(= death) awaitinp 
all artists as young dogs, all the "boys of sum 
mer" (= youth) : 'Prologue'; b. devil; e. "dog 
among the fairies": a. Thomas-Christ and his 
contemporaries ("Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Dog"); b. Cerberus (with three heads for 
all ages of man), who smells out the seed and 
bites it out (fairies= pagan myths); 

V. correspondences: a. alch.: sign rather 
tha n symbol: the dog is devoured by the wolf: 
purification of gold by antimony; 2. stellar: 
Canis Major and Canis Minor; v. also Dog-Star 
separately; 3. her.: a. vigilance; b. faithfulness; 
c. affect ion: therefore generally shown with a 
collar, to show he follows his master every
where and is subservient ; 4 . ages of man: a. a boy 
of 10 is a puppy ; b. a man at 70 or 80 is a 
full-grown dog; 

VI. combinations: I . curtailed dog: is of no 
use in the chase: said of a man kept close by his 
wife: Err. 3, 2; 2. a good hand thrown at dice 
was called "Venus", a bad one "dogs": Ovid 
(Arte Am. 2, 206; cf. Prop. 4, 8, 95); 3. dog
headed deities): (apart from the above) a. 
Anubis also carried the young sun Horus across 
the Nile; b. St. Christopher was said to belong 
to a fam ily of dog-headed giants: this may be a 
misreading of 'de genere cananeo' (= of Cana) 
by 'canineo' (= of dogs); 4. dog's hair: applied 
to a dog-bite will cure it (later the figurat ive 
sense in connection with a hang-over); 5. dog's 
eyes: "having the eyes of a dog (and the heart 
of a deer") is a term of abuse, used by Achilles 
about Agamemnon (II. I , 225); 6. Bull-dog: 
generosity and courage: meeting the bull in 
front and seizing him by the nose; 

VII.folklore: A. faithfulness: there are many 
stories of dogs dying shortly after their masters; 
B. abnormal perception: they can see 
ghosts, spirits, fairies, etc. and the Angel of 
Death; they generally act terrified, but some
times become the death warners themselves; C. 
ominous: a. howling, especially in the night; b. 
black dogs; c. sometimes a strange dog follow
ing one, is a death omen ; but when following 
one into one's house : lucky; d. there is a tabu 
for sailors to name the word 'dog' (often even 
to have one on board; cf. the opposite of cat); 
D. witches' familiars: one should always treat 
dogs with respect, since they may be ghosts or 
familia rs; there are many stories about ghostly 
dogs haunting lonely places, churchyards, fords, 
e tc.; usually it is a death-omen; often they are of 

1 1111r111ous size, saucer-<:yed, leave no prints, 
111 : F. cure: a. for the bite of a (mad) dog: eat 
• h·w of its hairs; b. transfer of sickness: take a 
lo•w hairs of ·the patient and make the dog eat 
tho• m; or hold a sucking puppy against the dis-
1•11wd part; c. the gall , blood, or genitals of a black 
1l11r protect against sorceries; G. dogs were used 
1111•nidicate mandrakes, q.v.; 

VIII. special listings: Hound, Gabriel Hound, 
1 .11·vho11nd, Spaniel 
1k19f1sh 

I . a group of sharks of the Squa lidae family, 
lo11111111g in packs, 2 - 3Y2 feet in length; they 
111• exceed ingly voracious, preying on all fish 
•11i.1llcr than them selves, biting through fish ing-
1 1111~, if necessary, to catch their prey; yet noted 
1111 the love of their young {Plutarch , Clevern. 
111 i\nim . 33); 2. as the dolphin is the highest 
~11111 of 'fish', the dogfish is the lowest; ref. I H6 
I , 4. 
ologrose 

I. a species of wild roses ('Rosa canica ') 
"uh pa le red flowers, frequently growing in 
lo1•1lges; its root cures bites of rabid dogs (Pliny 
H, 113 , and 25, 6); 2. pleasure and pain. 
l>c19star . 

I . its rising indicated the rising of the ferti
ll1l11g Nile; the Dogstar (Sir ius) is "the creator 
111 :ill green grow ing things"; nearly all animals, 
o·Yl' ll fi shes, are affected by its r ising; 2. it also is 
11'1111cd to hot summer: bringing canine macl-
111•"; it also brings the Northern {'Etesian') 
11 ,1dewinds blowing for 50 days; 3. Egypt: asso
' 1.1 1cd with Isis, whose tears made the Nile rise, 
11111 with Hathor when she slaughtered man
~ Jud; 4. Greek: a. Orion's dog, whose burning 
l11l'illh brought death and the plague; v. also 8; 
lo 1 i~ing in harvest-time, it shines brightest after 
h11thing in the ocean: Homer (II. 5 , Sf.); 5. 
lll'lircw: related to Caleb (= 'dog'); 6. Rome 
td . Aeneas' en trance into the final battle with 
I urnus): a. the red colour of war; b. brought 
to•vcr; 7. Norse: the ghost of Thjassi, the giant, 
who with Loki's help bore his sister Idun and 
lll'r golden apples of youth (fertility) to the 
underworld, for which he was slain by the 
An1r and put in the heavens; 8. generally: evil 
11111cn: in the dog-days the artichoke flowers, 
1h1• cricke ts sing, the women are most wanton, 
1111!1 the men weakest; Alcaeus' advice: drink 
oh'rp; 9. T.S. Eliot: the fertility it a nnounces is 
11h,cnt or hated in the modern world: "Swee-
111•y among the Nightingales" and Stetson in 
" I he Waste Land". 
•tuvwood 

t . general: a name of 45 species of shrubs 
111111 small trees of the genus Cornus; the com-

dolphin 

mon Dogwood-come! ('C. sanguinea') is a 
berry-bearing shrub with cymes of white flow
ers, blooming in the midd le of March; 2. in the 
Mediterranean it had the function of the a lder, 
covering the period of March 18 - April 4 ; 3. 
d ivinatory: a . th e crow (or, raven), the divina
tory bird of Saturn-Cronos-Bran, fed on its 
'cherries'; b. Romulus' javelin of cornel deter
mined the site of Rome; c. Tiresias had a dog
wood staff 'with which he could walk like those 
with eyes' (Apollodorus 3, 6, 7); 4. spears: a. 
with myrtle the wood ·was used for spears: 
Vergil (Georg. 2, 441f.) ; b. cornet-bushes a nd 
myrtle, full of spears on a mound , indicated the 
place where Polydorus was treacherously slain 
for his money by his guardian: Vergil (Aen. 3, 
24); 5. in Ovid a spear is mentioned which 
started to shoot fo rth branches a nd leaves 
again : fertility: v. Spear; 6. faithfulness; 7. this 
luckless t ree, which takes no gloss, can be made 
useful: to open scars which have closed too 
soon; 8. durability; Apollo swears to Hermes by 
a shaft of cornel: "Ho01eric Hymn to Hermes" 
460. 
doll 

I . soul, a ncestor; 2. deity-image as fam ily or 
soul-protector; v. Image; 3. they were hung 
from trees to promote fertility: v. Swinging; 4 . 
Egypt: dolls were buried as concubines with the 
dead, so that a man might enjoy sexual pleasure 
and be protected from sexual (fertile) weak
ness; 5. Elizabethan drama: common name for 
a whore: e.g. 2H4 2, I ; 6. D.H. Lawrence: "The 
Captain 's Doll" (in "The Ladybird"): when a 
western woman loves a man , she will make a 
silly doll out of him, denying him the essen
tials: honour, obedience, and the 'pro11er physi
cal feelings'. 
dolmen 

I. Neolithic monuments of unhew.1 stones, 
used to make sepulchral structures, which were 
probably also used in sun and fertility-worship; 
v. Cromlech ; 2. Druid: a. the womb of the 
earth; b. burial chambers, where the dead, 
crouched in the position of a foetus, await 
rebirth. 
dolphin 

I . general: a. "The great-faced dolphin is the 
first of tht: fish ; he is devil-eyed and devilish; of 
all the fishes is he most brave, he walks the sea 
like an angry wave": John Gray ("The Flying 
Fish "): i.e. he is devilish in devouring other fish, 
like the sword-fish; b. the Greeks did not distin
guish between the dolpin and the porpoise; 
therefore Pelops' shoulder is 'dolphin'-ivory: v. 
Ivory; . 

2. salvation: there are many stories of do!-
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phins having saved mariners, children, and gods, 
either by guiding them, by carrying them on 
their backs, or by being changed into them: a. 
the New Year Child was often brought in by a 
dolphin, which resembles closely the story of 
Arion, who was tossed overboard by sailors and 
lured the dolphins by his music and poetry and 
was saved by them : Herodotus l , 23; b. a steed 
of Poseidon (it took him to Amymone), the 
Tritons, e tc.; c. Thetis rode naked on her har
nessed dolphin to her myrtle-wooded grotto; 
there Peleus tried to ravish her, but she went 
through her changes (bird, tree, tigress) and 
then gave (herself) up a nd thus became Achil
les' mother: Ovid (Metam. 11 , 237ff.); d. Am
phitrite rode a dolphin ; e. when lno, fl eeing 
from her fra ntic husband Athamas (Cadm us' 
son) jumped into the sea, her son Melicertes 
(related to the Phoenician god Melkarth) a nd 
herself were turned into sea-deities; his name 
became Palaemon, and his steed was a dolphin; 
he was sent by Zeus to ihe Isthmus of Corinth; 
Pausan. l, 44; f. Leto was carried by a dolphin 
(sent by Poseidon) to errant Delos, where 
Apollo and Artem is were born; g. the pirates 
who had caught Bacchus were intoxicated by 
him, a nd jumped ovrrboard; they were changed 
into dolphins; h. in Aesop dolphins al so are re
presented as saving human lives (e.g. Fables 50). 
but they drowned a monkey which pretended 
to be human; i. seeing the dolphin stood for 
salvat ion the Christians used it as a symbol for 
Christ as Creator a nd Saviour; 

3. fertility: a. sacred to the Moon-goddess 
(who is genera lly also a sea-goddess; cf. Venus); 
b. in one statue Demeter has a dolphin in o ne 
hand and a dove in the other; v. a lso Column; c. 
the dolphin is generally connected with erotic 
deities, and youth's pleasant wantonness: 
"Why, your dolphin is not lustier": All's W.; 
also An t.: "h is delights Were do lphin-like" (5, 
2); 

4. loves music: a. Arion and Palaemon (with 
his lyre) are connected with them through 
music, to which they are susceptible; b. Apollo 
sometimes took a dolphin's guise (Hom. Hymn 
to Pyth. Apollo l, 400ff.); moreover one of the 
titles of Python, t he guardian of the Delphic 
oracle, was Delphin; placed near the tripod it 
signified the priest of the decemvir; c. mer
maid's steed: " ... And heard a mermaid, o n a 
dolphin's back Uttering such dulcet and harmo
nious breath That the r ude sea grew civil at her 
song ... ": MND 2, l; 

5. prediction: a. rain : "The erring d olphin 
puffed the foa my main, Hither and thither, and 
did upwards rain": Chapman ("Eugenia"); the 
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dolphin's frisky movements often presage 
storm; cf. Pliny 18, 87; ti. danger: the way o l 
arching their backs is t he signal to the sailors ol 
the approach of danger: Dante (Inf. 22, 19f.), 
c. calm sea: grateful Neptune set Delphinus' 
image among the constellations: when it ap
pears the seas grow calm for travelling; 

6. swiftness: the swiftest marine animal; 
sometimes it is represented as twined round an 
anchor: arrested speed = prudence; 

7. her.: a. sea-towns and sea-farers; in Odys
seus' shield : e.g. Lycophron 658; b. affection, 
charity; c. love of music: (apart from 4) accord
ing to Oppia n he left the sea to listen to a shep
herd's pipe in the shade; cf. "whom the lovely 
sound of the flute thrills in the waters of the 
waveless seas": Pindar (Fragm.); d. pugnacity : 
it has the mouth of a shark and a dangerous 
dorsal fin; v. also IO; e. the Province of France; 
f. in an escutcheon the dolphin could only be 
used by the Dauphin (heir to the throne) in 
France; 

8. water: in represen tations of the 4 ele
ments the dolphin is often the representative of 
water; 

9. psychopomp: the beginning (the New 
Year Child) and the end of life lies in t he water : 
A. it carries the hero-king's soul to the Island of 
the Blessed; B. related to death: a. the cult o f 
the dead; b. homage to the dead (they may be 
the souls of humans); 

10. its natural enemy is a shark ; its most 
direc t opposite is the dogfish variety (v. Dog
fish); 

11. literary references: A. Milton: a dolphin 
carries Edward King (or his shade) across the 
Irish Sea to Wales; B. W. B. Yeats: related to 
Byzantium (q.v.): (as psychopomp) it carries 
the spirits (of those released from incarnation) 
across the sea of space and time to the Heaven
ly Byzantium , where they can start their purga
torial fire-da nee; 

1 2. representations: A. sometimes dupli
cated: a. both in t he same direction: purely 
ornam ental or equipoise; b. in two directions: 
dual cosmic streams of involution and evolu
tion; B. twined round an anchor: prudence: v. 
6; C. dolphin + trident+ anchor: a. (early Chris
tian sepulchral art:) Christ's death: like the 
Lamb; the Cross was not represented (as repul
sive to t he new converts); b. (Renaissance:) 
found with Augustinus' "Semper festina tarde"; 
c. liberty of comm erce and the supremacy of 
the sea; D. dolphin+ anchor+ boat: the soul of 
the Christian Church ; E. the turning-points at 
each end of the low wall of t he circus, around 
which th e chariots had to turn in the races (the 

'rm·tae') were a group of conical pillars with 
1l11lphins on them: horse and dolphin are re-
1~11•<1 through Poseidon; these t urning-posts 
IHrc also the place where fo r tunes were told to 
1111· humbler women (Juvenal : Sat. 6, 582ff.; v. 
•ho Pausa n. 6, 20). 
dome 

I. pearls and domes offered hope for those 
•unk in Prospero's Tempest; 2. occurs in the 
1lr1•ams by Coleridge (Kubla Khan's 'pleasure-
1h1me') and Yeats(" A starlit or a moonlit dome 
1li-1la ins All that man is, All mere complexities, 
I hi· fury and the mire of human veins": 
" lly1.antium") ; 3. D. Thomas : a. the head; b.v. 
} lur " Poem on his birthday". 
door 

I . that which leads from one s tate of being 
111 1he next: A. feminine: vagina , symbol of 
llulc (q.v.). leading into the world ; beginning; 
h1•lore entering her new house a bride must 
"'"'ar the posts with oil or grease; B. death's 
1l11ur: lead ing out of the world; ending; C. the 
1r111plc-door (especially the Holy of Holies) in 
I ~Y llt, was the door to eternity, the door , 
through which the Sun rises in the morning, 
ll~ht ing t he enemies of darkness (e.g. the snake 
!\pup) with his ray-knives; this also explains the 
11111rtial, frightening symbols at the entrance of 
1rn1plcs; D. Janus, in Rome, was the god of all 
1 l111np,es, of 'periods': a. he was present when 
""' Primordial Matter was separated and indi
vklualized; so he is a lso the Creator; b. he is the 
111111 of Death's Door , leading to resurrection; v. 
''"' 9, b; E. for Christianity, especially the 

111111 lyrs, death was the opening to the kingdom 
111 (;od, to the heavenly delight: "behold, I 
huvc set before thee (good Philadelphians) an 
1111N1 door, a nd no man can shut it": Rev. 3, 8; 

2. pro tection, shelter against outside danger ; 
1111• Bible presents many examples of how the 
1111111 must be fort ified by magical means to 
w111d off superna tura l powers: a. blood was put 
1111 1 he door posts of the Hebrews to safeguard 
1t11•111 against the destructive angels o f God kill-
111~ the first-born in Egypt; later this was re-
1•r.1lcd with the blood of the Easter lamb; b. it 
I• 1hc place of amulets and the 'mezuza ': a 
"""ll cylinder of wood or metal, in which a 
.. 11111 of parchment is put with the texts from 
l k111. 6, 4 -9, and 11 , 13-21; a t the reverse the 
11.1111c of God ("Shaddai") is writ ten, which is 
.1lw11ys visible through a little window in the 
• yllnder ; ref. Isa. 57, 8; Deut. 6, 9, e tc.; c. on 
1111' doorposts of the Temple the blood of sin
·•fl1•rings was smeared; d. kitchens (which have 
111 he specially guarded against evil- spirits; v. 
lhlllcr, c~c.) were protected by hanging su ch 

dormouse 

pungent ant i-spirits magic, as garlic, onions 
etc. near the door; e. 'building-sacrifices' were 
put under the threshold, or under foundation
stones: v. Titreshold; 

3. barrier 10 mystery: e.g. Bluebeard's 
locked door; 

4. "This battered Caravanserai Whose Door
ways are alternate Night a nd Day" (= Life): 0. 
Khayyam (FitzGerald's transl.); 

S. Druid: the emblem of the oak-king or 
thunderer (also related in Yahweh and Janus): 
v. Oak; 

6. Christian: a. Christ: "I am the door ; by 
me if any man enter in he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and find pasture": St. John 
10, 9; b. the human soul; c. the Virgin Mary: as 
intermediary; 

7. the place of beggars and sin: "Sin licth at 
the door": Gen. 4, 7; throughout classical li ter
ature we find hopeless lovers standing, weeping, 
and even sleeping at the beloved's door; a typi
cal lament was called 'Paraklausytion'; 

8. the place of wisdom: a. "She crieth at the 
gates, a t the entry of the city, a t the coming in 
at the doors": Prov. 8, 3; b. " He that awaketh 
early to seek her, shall not labour: for she shall 
find her sitting at his door": Wisdom 6, 15 ; 

9. combinations: a. a House without Doors: 
of Rum our : Ovid (Metam. 12, 45ff.); b. the 
Twin Doors of War: at the temple of Janus the 
doors were open in war, and closed in peace: 
Vergil (Aen. 7, 607); cf. the Gates of War; c. 
door-holder: Pander: "Brethren and sisters of 
the hold-door trade": Troil. 5, 10; 

10. D. Thomas: "dark door" ("A Winter's 
Tale"): a. of the past; b. of death ; c. of sex; d. 
of perception ; t hese should be seen in one com
p lex image; 

l l. folklore: a. in general the front-door is 
the most important: a bride must always leave 
by it; she must also enter her new house by the 
front-door ; b. "the po stern door (= back-door , 
or any door beside the main door) makes thief 
and whore": proverb; c. "Two daughters and a 
back-door are three arrant thieves" (= the 
daughters spend, and the servants filch): prov
erb; there is a similar proverb about a pretty 
wife, instead of the two daughters; d . door-nail: 
"as dead i:s a door-nail": ph rase; 

12. v. Janus, Oak, Hawthorn, Gate. 
dormouse 

1. a rodent, nocturnal in habits, living 
among bushes or in trees; it has a neat nest with 
young, usually twice a year; it keeps a long pe
r iod of hibernation and is very fat before; 2. it 
is proverbially lazy and sleepy: a. v. the tea
party in L. Carroll's "Alice in Wonderland"; b. 
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dove 

"to waken your dormouse valour, to put fire in 
your heart": Tw. N. 3, 2. 
dove 

1. general: a. with Eagle one of the most 
elemental sky-heaven symbols, but stressing 
purity-innocence rather than power (thunder); 
both are antithetical to the snake as earth· 
symbol, and, in the curious Jonah-story, the 
opposite of sea{monsters) . as well, together 
forming a primary life-symbol; b. "as patient as 
the female dove When that her golden couplets 
are disclosed His silence will sit drooping": 
Ham. 5, 1: they lay eggs by the pairs, and when 
the young are hatched they are covered with a 
golden down; 

2. Cosmic A// Mother: the Great Goddess of 
Fertility: a. the All-Mother lays the Universal 
Egg as a dove (v. Windrose, Boreas); a reminis· 
cence of this is to be found in Milton's Muse, 
whom he invokes in the beginning of "Paradise 
Lost" as a being, who "dove-like sat brooding 
o'er the vast abyss"; b. related to the All· 
Mother Rhea; c. in one statue fertility-mother 
Demeter has a dove in one hand and a dolphin 
in the other; d. a disguise of Hera; e. Athene 
took that form once; and, with an olive-branch, 
symbo lized Athene = renewed life; f. sacred to 
love-goddesses: drew Aphrodite's chariot, and 
was sacred to Syrian Astarte (later the Virgin 
Mary); its red meat is aphrodisiac; g. related to 
the Moirai·Parcae-Fates: life - destiny - death: 
the 3 moon-phases; h. snow-white doves were 
the two (out of 4) daughters of Anius, who 
could turn every land into an agriculturally fer· 
tile one; they were changed into doves by Bac
chus (fertility) to escape capture by Agamem· 
!lon: Ovid (Metam. 13, 650ff.); 

3. soul (as birds in general): a. often seen 
issuing from the lips of dying martyrs; b. exter· 
nal soul: in a Greek story an enchanter's life is 
bound up with the lives of three doves inside a 
wild boar; when those are killed the ogre dies; 

4. truth, wisdom, Hagia Sophia: a. Christ 
was the son of Lightning-Yahweh and the 
Dove-Goddess of the Spirit of Wisdom (cf. 
Dionysus: v. Toadstool); b. represents the H. 
Ghost; often with nimbus; c.•appears in the An· 
nunciation-scenes with the lily (cf. the Swan 
a!ld Lotus in the East); d. divine inspiration: we 
often see the apostles, saints, etc. with a dove 
to symbolize this; in Elizabethan times there 
were many stories about Muhammed being in· 
spired by the Dove of the H. Ghost; e. divine 
guidance: a . Noah sending out a dove (v. how
ever, Jonah, below); b. two doves led Aeneas to 
the Golden Bough, which was to safeguard his 
return from the underworld; 
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5. divination: a. generally considered aN 

heralds of heavenly news; b. Zeus' oracuh11 
priestesses listened to the cooing of doves fn1 
divination; 

6. resurrection, rebirth: a. often found on 
sepulchres; b. related to baptism, as spiritual 
rebirth; 

7. amorous delight, Jove:"· 2, f.; 
8. mourning, melancholy: "the moanin11 

Dove Pitied by listening Milkmaid": Wart on 
("The Enthusiast"); v. Turtle; 

9. peace: with olive-branch; 
10. gentleness, timidity, piety, humility: a. 

M.A.: stood for Piety, represented further by 
Samuel; b. emblem of Humility; c. "Be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless a~ 
doves": Matth. 10, 16; 

11 . purity, innocence: a. already on Assy
rian banners it meant innocence and truth; b. 
M.A.: in one Psychomachia Chastity rides a 
dove, but in another Unchastity rides a goa t, 
while holding a dove in her hand; so it may have 
stood for permitted and unpermitted fornica
tion; 

I 2. simplicity, guilelessness : a. "By the sim· 
plicity of Venus' doves ... ": MND 1, 1; b. the 
opposite of the wily partridge; 

l 3. sacrifice: a. were sacrificed to Adonis (as 
fertility-hero); b. Hebrew: 'clean' : the only bird 
that could be sacrificed; it was a sacrifice of 
atonement for 'impurity' after childbirth ; 

14. cowardice: a. the. dove lacks gall : a. 
since Noah sent it out, and it burst its gall, the 
species is without it; b. no gall is needed be· 
ca use of the crop; b. bo und to a net, it does not 
dare to warn the wild pigeons flying about (cf. 
partridge): Aesop; c. "Am I a coward? ... it can· 
not be But 1 am pigeon-livered, and lack gall To 
make oppression bitter": Ham. 2, 2; v. also 
MND2, !; 

15. dupe, simpleton: a. silliness, "without 
heart" (= understanding): Hos. 7, 11; b. a dove 
crashed into a waterjug, when it was very 
thirsty: Aesop (Fables 85); c. "She's a lamb, a 
dove, a fool to him": Shr. 3, 2; d. jealousy: esp. 
the Barbary cock-pigeon (A YL 4, I); 

16. pride: a pigeon, proud of her large fami· 
ly in the pigeonry, is told by the crow, that 
there will only be so many more slaves: Aesop 
(Fables 78); 

17. related to the Greek gods: a. a disguise 
of"Zeus; v. also 5, b; b. Adonis: v. 13, a; c. 
symbol of Bacchus: fertility, and the first
begotten of Love; 

18. psych.: the spermatic Word or Spirit ; 
19. her.: a. peace: usually represented white 

(silver) with an olive-branch; b. loving constan· 
cy; c. eternal life; d. simplicity; 

20. a/ch. : a. a dove contained in lead: spirit 
1 mhcdded in matter; b. the Unicorn is some· 
limes transmuted into a white dove; 

2 1. ages of Man: a girl of 20 has a dove as 
hm emblem; 

22. parts, combinations, numbers, colours: 
/\ , parts: a . its meat: " He eats nothing but 
1l11vcs, and that breeds hot blood, and hot 
hluod begets hot thoughts, and hot thoughts 
h1•t11Jts hot deeds, and hot deeds is love": Troil. 
I , I ; b. its feet: Church stand ing on the blood 

111 the martyrs (medieval desk-symbolism); c. 
1·1•1·s: a. yellow: r ipeness and wisdom; b. the 
ryes of the beloved in SoS (I, 5; 4, 1; 5, I 2) are 
1 um pared to "dove's eyes'', which must proba· 
hly be like doves, not like their eyes; B. com bi· 
1~1tlo ns: a. two wings: a. love of god and man; 
/I 'vita activa' and 'vita contemplativa' together 
t1111n ing the Church ; c. with a disk (related to 
th1• Babylonian vulture-wings): eternity, the 
1•tcrnal soul, the sun; b. dove +olive branch: a. 
11111cwed life: v. 2, e; b. peace; c. early Chris· 
tluns: soul; often with the words ' in pace' on 
"4•pulchres; d. ensures hospitality to pilgrims; C. 
1111111 bers: a. 2 doves facing each other: Con· 
rnrd; b. 7 doves: the Seven gifts of the H. 
I :host; c. 12 doves: apostles; D. colour: a. 
white: a. v. 2, h; b. a departed soul; c. John the 
lt11ptist; b. white with changeable tints, or the 
1 11lour of the ocean: chastity fighting (arid sur
n1uunting) the life of passions above which it 
1 hies; c. with blue wings: celestial thoughts; d. 
/Htrp/e dove: Chr ist; e. gold and silver plumed: 
t11·:isures of purity and innocence; this may 
il11rify the dark passage of Ps. 68, 13; 

23. special religious and literary meanings: 
/\. llebrew (apart from those meanings men
tioned above): a. Rabbinical image of God's 
•plrit moving over the waters; cf. 2, a; b . 
" Jonah" means 'dove': the name does not oc· 
1 ur in the O.T. beyond the prophet's name and 
)Kings 14, 25; his name may have been inspired 
hy the other man saved from drowning: Fish· 
hero Noah; B. literary: a. P. Valery: (also) 
thoughts, inspiration; b . W.B. Yeats: the bird of 
1lusk, 'burnished' and sighing; the opposite of 
thtJ peahen of dawn; 

24. folklore: a. the devil can take any shape 
11~ccpt of a dove or a lamb; b. love-magic: a 
hen rt of a. pigeon stuck by a love-sick girl, sum· 
mons the straying lover(s); c. no one can die on 
11 mattress or pillow stuffed with dove's feathers 
11~ the bird symbolizes the H. Ghost, and Death 
1•11nnot come where He is; nursery-rhyme: a. a 
1tovc mourns the death of Cock Robin; b. a 
1lovc can scarcely maintain two children, as the 
opposite of the wren (q.v.); 

25. v. Turtle. 

dragon 

Dowsabel(t) 
in Elizabethan poetry : sweetheart, especial· 

ly the unsophisticated country-maid ; Shake
speare used the original form "Dulcibella": Err. 
4, I. 
dragon 

I. general: 
1. the dragon is hard to distinguish from a 

snake, a reptile (snake with two or four feet), 
etc.: add a crested head, bat-wings, scales, terri· 
ble claws, a barbed tail (or o nly some of those) 
and we have the general idea of dragon; it is 
closely related to the 'monster ', which is almost 
any amalgam of aggressive and dangerous ani· 
mals; thus it may range from the worm to the 
crocodile, the ogre, the giant, etc.; 2. the origin 
is probably to be found in a vague memory of 
the pre-historic monsters, or, in those countries 
where enormous snakes occur, the human tend· 
ency of exaggeration ; 3. etym.: Gr. 'drakon' is 
related to 'derkomai' = 'I see sharply'; the 
Hebrew tann in = large serpent; now often ra· 
tionalized as a mix-up with 'tan' = jackal; drag
ons are generally said to be vigilant and have an 
exceptionally keen eyesight; 4. in most ancient 
myths a chaos-dragon occurs, e.g. the Egyptian 
Apap (Apophis, etc.), Chaldean Tiamat; they 
came to stand for whatever man considered as a 
major evil standing of the way of a good: if the 
dragon stands for drought or frost, then the 
treasure (or girl in his power) is fertility (or the 
fertility-maid); if (Christianized) it comes to 
stand for the devil, then the maid Innocence is 
rescued; if it is a monster in . the subconscious. 
then the hero (Reason) fight ing it, restores 
psychological balance, etc.; 

5. in Greece and Rome, by the side of the 
terrible Hydra, Chimaera, etc., we encounter a 
more beneficent idea of the 'dracontes': living 
in the deep interior of the earth, they guard its 
fertility, they know the deep mysteries, but are 
willing to share them (when asked) in the form 
of o racles, etc.; they could even be invoked as 
tutelary genii, e.g. the snakes in the sanctuary 
of the Great Goddess Bona Dea; 6 . Northern 
myths show the same ambiguity; 7 . Christianity 
condemned the evil dragons as well as their 
pagan cults; cf. Serpent again; 8. in England the 
dragon early became a sign of royalty, at pres· 
ent again forming part of the armorial bearings 
of the Prince of Wales; v. heraldry below; 9. the 
Wyvern (M.E. 'wivere' = 'viper'), was a two· 
legged snake, and as such also entered heraldry; 
the Anglo-saxon 'fire-drake' was a flying drag· 
on; 10. a dragon requiring periodic sacrifices of 
youths resembles the Moloch-sacrifices (v .. Sac· 
rifice) of the O.T.; 1 I. as an a nimal it ranks 
below the lion, the boar, and the bull ; 
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dragon 

II. symbolism: 
I . nature, related to the Great Mother

Goddess: A. i t draws the chariot of: a. Cynthia
Moon: a. "the dragons of the Night": Cym. 2 , 
2; a lso Troil. 5, 8; also MND, etc.; v. Marlowe's 
" Hero and Leander" 1, 107- 8; b. "Cynthia 
checks her dragon yoke Gently o'er the accus
tomed oak": Milton ("Il Penseroso"); b. Ceres
Demeter: v. Ovid (Metam. 5 , 642); c. Medusa: 
v. Ovid (Metam. 7, 234); B. the dragon of Reve
lation : a fiery red d ragon opposes the labour ing 
woman 'clothed in the sun', and wa its till he 
can devour what her womb produces (ch . 12); 
the dragon has 7 crowned heads (kings of the 
world and complete greed), a nd ten horns 
(great power); later it is called " that old ser
pent"; when he ca nnot reach her in the deser t, 
he "casts ou t of h is mou th a flood after the 
woman" to drown her (chaos water); this text 
has officially been explained as the Church and 
the F iend; however, at the same time it is a 
most interesting relic of a Semitic variant of the 
story o f . Eurynomc and Ophion, Pytho-Leto, 
Marduk-T iamat, Isis-Osiris-Set , e tc; her Su n'5on 
is taken up to heaven and plays no further part; 
a very un-Jewish clemen t is her nakedness: public 
nakedness was a pubishmen t fo r adultery, 
or a way to am use oneself (legitimately) with 
female prisoners of war ; C. giants and monsters 
were led in processions of fertility, either a t 
Midsummer, o r near Easter; the chthonic forces 
(of winter, etc.) yielding fer til ity, have been 
conquered and are led in processions, as the 
slaves of o ther na tions were led by victor io us 
generals (war-gods are fer tility-gods), a nd b urnt 
in the end; this custom had a lready existed 
among the Druids (with live-animals inside a 
monstro us wicker-work frame) and st ill has its 
equivalents in Carnaval-rites in many parts of 
Europe; the animals killed inside were often 
snakes, cats, or foxes, which are directly related 
to witches, who originally performed fe rtility
magic; 

2. underground riches: A. fe rtili ty: a. v. II , 
l ; b. sacred to Bacchus (while also the em blem 
for the planet Mars, war and fertility-god , is 
connected with the d ragon: v .• VI, A); B. wis
dom a nd prophecy: e.g. the Python-snake; C. 
(m ore or less) u nspecified, so o ne can apply 
one's own set(s) of values: a. the dragon of 
Revelation ( II, I , B; fo r a nother ' interpretation ' 
v. Ill, 2); b. " Beowulf': that monster itself was 
serpent-Like: it 'buckles like a bow' = writhes 
like a snake; there is another dragon in the 
story, fly ing by night, guarding a treasure in a 
burial mount; the treasure (fe rtility, etc., e tc.) 
belo nged to heroes now dead; that "twilight 
foe" was kille<I by Beowulf, who died after see-
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ing the treasure; c. a more modern version " 
e.g. H. Melville's "Moby Dick"; 

3. nature (k illing the dragon t;1cn becomes ,1 
Cosmogony: conquering chaos): A. conquer inr 
the dragon = conquering the chthonic forces ol 
nature (II , l , C), thus releasing fert ility; B. a 
dragon ea ting himself: Nature, enthralled and 
conquered by Nature; C. connected with the 
Tree of Life and Knowledge (v. also Tree) : a. 
the Serpent in the Garden of Eden; b. the cus· 
todian of the Apples of the Hesperides; c. 
(Germanic:) Nidhuggur feeding on the roots of 
the Ash and trying to stem its growth: decay in 
Na ture; D. the who le world seen as an enor
mous dragon (related to Leviathan in the 
world-encircling ocean) wearing a crown of 
stars (Zodiac); E. Ouroboros (related to the pre
ceding): cyclic movement (in time and space) 
going on for all eternity (v. Ouroboros); r . 
its changing form represents the mystery of the 
(sub)lunar world of changing phenomena; G. 
bathing in Drago n's b lood made Siegfried invul
nerable (v. also Ivory), having conq uered the 

·vulnerable part of nature in himself; if one cuts 
off the head o f a dragon, o ne can understand 
the language of birds ('know' = ' conq uer' na
ture); 

4 . chaos, the instincts : a. its glorification 
leads to its being enth roned; instinct seen as a 
powerful life-force; b. its frequent multiplicity 
(e.g. many head s) points to regression or involu
t ion (q.v.); c. v. I , 4, for a restora tion of mental 
balance; 

5. the adversary in any fo rm, e.g.: a. the 
primordial antagonis t (later the devil): the 
hero's supreme test then is fighting the dragon ; 
b. drought, frost: for summer (heat) v. Seasons; 
as a rain-ho lder it is generally h idden in cloud s; 
c. plagues a nd sicknesses (often recurr ing year
ly), killing especially the children ; d. darkness: 
e.g. the snake Apap (v. Snake); e. despo t : e.g. 
the Minotaur ; f. 'im pur ity' (the great Hebraic
Christian enemy), threatening innocence = 
(Jewish) virginity; cf. Asmodeus; g. its gaping 
mou th is often the Ga tes of HeU; h. Christ ian: 
Error, Heresy , Paganism , Envy, etc.: v. below 
M.A.; 

6. guardian (mostly of fer tility-symbols): a. 
a function similar to tha t of the griffin : guards 
temples, sanctuaries, treasures (q.v.) ; b. the 
dragon guarding the Golden Fleece; c. v. II, 3, 
c, for the Apples of the Hesperides, the Tree of 
Life, e tc.; d. barring the Road to Salvatio n ; 

III. special religious meanings: 
1. Hebrew: the place where they are fou nd: 

a. the wilderness (= desert) ; b. with the " wild 
beasts of the islan<ls" they shall dweU in the 
ruined palaces of Babylon ( Isa. 13, 22); c. the 

1h 1tj\On that lieth in the midst of his rivers: 
I 11ypt : Eze. 29, 3f.; 2. Christ ian: M.A .: a. 
throat and legs of an eagle= celest ial potent ial; 
•rrpent body = subterranean ; bat -wings = intel
lrrtual elevatio n ; lion's tail = subm ission to rea
•nn ; b . the only animal that ca n resist the fra-
11111nce of the panther's breath, when the latter 
~wakens fa m ished and roars; panther = Christ, 
1lr.111on = the devil ; c. the Apocalypt ic seven
h1•aded monster : the seven Deadly Sins: man's 
ltc11d (pride). snake (envy), camel (anger), snail 
l lio th), hyena (curiosity), woman (lust); d. 
't1cngth is represented as pulling a dragon from 
• rhim ney (v. Anvil); e. Prudence (with modest 
"'II, bu t vulnerably visible breasts) throttles a 
1h Jgon; f. somet imes the steed of Envy; g. often 
ll't'n a t the feet of sepulchra l figures (with lions 
•ntl ho und s): "Conculcabis leonem et dra-
111nem"; h. emblem of Error, Heresy, Paganism, 
1h1• Devil; i. a winged dragon: emblem of As
ll nlogy and Alchemy; 

JV . correspondences: a. psych.: a. fea r of 
1111·cst : a dragon eating children (v. Devouring): 
1h1· Terrib le Mother : maternal principle, or the 
, h.1os of the unconscious; b. evil; 2. a/ch.: a. 
1111c of the many names of the Prime Matter 
(rhaos) ; b. the irreducible element of nature; that 
which canno t be spiritualized (relation to 
t;1cen); c. two dragons fighting: p utrefa.ction: 
.r11araticin of the Elements (= psychic d isinte
~1.1t ion) ; d . Mercury as the world-encircling 
11~1 ke, and at the same tim e the innermost , 
hidden in the 'stone'; 3. her.: a. Rome: a purple 
1h,1Aon became an arm y-sign: it came ' to stand 
t11r a cohort (as the eagle was the ensign of the 
· 11·~ion '); b. p re-Conquest England had the 
1h,1~on as ensign for war : Uther. Pendragon 
!Arthur's father) adopted the sign after he had 
11'(·n a vision o f a dragon fl ying in the sky, 
which was expla ined as to predict his k ingship: 
1, of Monmouth (8, 15-1 ? ) ;c. guardian of the 
throne or t reasure of the ruler ; d. used more 
h rquently since the Crusades, so indicative of 
11l~ tant travels and warriorship; e.v . also I, 8, and 
11 lor wyvern ; 4 . stellar: the constellation Draco: 
wl~dom of the heavens; 

V. literary: A. W. Blake: a. the Dragon-man: 
•rX, making the infinite visib le (e.g. "The Mar-
1 h1ge of Heaven and Hell"); b. war; B. W.B. 
I' rats: the Constellation Draco: guardian of the 
I ice of Life with Polar is as the Rose; 

VI. combinations: A. a dragon biting the 
/1flt of a sword : emblem of the planet Mars; B. 
1lragon 's teeth: a. Cadmu s, sowing the drag-
11n's teeth as ordered by Athene, saw armies o f 
w11rr iors spring up fro m them , who immediately 
l!l'j\an to fight, ui;i til only a few were left ; they 

dream 

became Cadmus' fr iends and founded Thebes: 
Ovid (Metam. 3, 95ff.); b. talisman , ensuring 
good fortune and health; C. dragon-blood: a. 
war-fetish or talisman ensuring good luck; 
weapons dipped in it inflict incurable wounds; 
b. v. II, 3, G . for bathing in its b lood ; D. drag
on-spittle al ready was poisonous; often its tail 
worked as a st ing, like a scorp ion's; E. 'Draco
nites': stones taken from the heads of dragons, 
some kind s of serpents, or fish; sometim es sup
posed to be obsidian; it is a st rong love-magic; 
cf. toadstones; 

V II. v. also Serpen t, Animal, and further 
monsters like the Basilisk, Hydra, Chimaera, 
Minota ur, e tc., with all of which a dragon may 
have something in common. 
dragon-fly 

I . insects fl ying a long the edges of ponds 
and stream s; their most remarkable fea tures arc: 
big, jewelled eyes (with mosaic vision), 2 pairs 
of narrow, brilliant, t ransparent wings; they 
catch insec ts with their feet, placed below the 
mouth ; at mating the male clasps the head or 
thorax of the female, and, in flight or rest , the 
female loops her body forward and p laces her 
t ip near the male organ; the male may release 
the female after insemina t ion, or m ay hold her 
while she lays her eggs ; the young go through 
the (ten to fif teen) larvae stages in 1- 4 years; 
they are extremely voracious; 2. male domi
nance; 3. the souls of the dead (as many insects, 
birds, etc.), or regeneration (cf. butterfly); or 
immortality: a ll that lives dies except the 
nymph of the - , " who sheds her larvae and sees 
the sun in his glory" (Ep ic of Gilgamesh); 4 . 
country: Japan . 
drake 

"dest royer of his o wn kind": Chaucer (PoF. 
360). 
Drake's Drum 

I. a dr um in Buckland Abbey , near Plym
ou th ; 2. a t his deathbed Drake promised that he 
himself would be reincarna ted when England 
was in danger and the drum was s truck ; Blake 
and Nelson were such incarna tions; later it 
sounded by itself, and still later, ghostly drum s 
were heard o n ships (e.g. at Scapa F low in 
1918). 
dream 

J. general : a. e tym. : from a root related to 
the German word 'triigen ' (D. 'bedriegen') = to 
deceive ; b. tends to be in black and white, rather 
tha n in colours; c. the soul is absent , works, or 
sees things away from where the body is at that 
moment: seeing and doing them in the present, 
in reality, so that a strong fatigue i s felt after 
dreaming of d oing strenuous work; d . the dream 
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dream 

predicts events ('oneiromancy'), being sent as a 
warning, etc. by a higher being; the kind of 
dreams Joseph interpreted in Egypt; Jewish 
women 'sold dreams' (= explanations) in Impe
rial Rome; e. Isis 'called' people in their dreams 
to her cult: Pausan. (10, 32); 2. Greek: a. a 
dreaming man visits the Island of the Blessed in 
western Okeanos, the world of death and resur
rection (connected with Saturn, q.v.); b. for the 
Dream Palace with its Ivory and Horny Gates, 
v. also Ivory and Horn; 3. Rome: false dreams 
come before, and true dreams after midniaht · 
this idea has become proverbial in Engla"nd :' 
"Morning dreams are true"; ref.: Ovid (Her. 19 , 
196); 4. Shakespeare: a. dreams are related to 
kingship, also in a figurative use, e.g.: "Thus 
have 1 had thee, as a dream doth flatter In 
sleep a king, but waking no such matt~r": 
Sonn. 87; b. the dream-making fairy is Queen 
Mab (v. Mab): Rom. l, 4; 

5 . 'inanimate' objects can dream: "Tall 
oaks, branch-charmed by the earnest stars, 
Dream, and so dream all night without a stir": 
Keats ("Hyperion" l, 74); 6. after death (life 
seen as surrounded by sleep) there may be 
dreams: "To die, to sleep; To sleep; perchance 
to dream: ay, there's the rub; For in that sleep 
of death what dreams may come When we have 
shuffled off this mortal coil, Must give us 
pause": Ham. 3, l; 7. life= a dream: a. "We are 
such stuff As dreams are made on, and our little 
life Is rounded with a sleep": Temp. 4 , l; b. 
"All that we see or seem Is but a dream within 
a dream": E.A. Poe ("A Dream within a 
Dream"); 8. · dreams (nightmares) may fall be
tween planning and acting a dreadful deed: 
'.'Between the acting of a dreadful thing And 
the first motion, all the interim is Like a phan
tasma, or a hideous dream": Caes. 2, l; 9. re
lated to the fairies, the 'little folk' revels 
and magic: "Faery elves, Whose midni~ht, by ; 
forest side Or fountain some belated peasant 
sees, Or dreams he sees, while overhead the 
moon Sits arbitress": Milton (Par. L. l, 78lff.); 
cf. the whole of "A Midsummer Night 's 
Dream"; 10. folklore: "dreams go by contra
ries": proverb. 
dress 

l. concealment of reality, or truth (which 
are nude), so: deception; 2. indication of 
wealth, or adornment; 3. indication of entering 
upo~ a new stage in life (e.g. wedding), or a 
particular occupation, or a state of mind: army, 
nobility, bohemian; 4. feminine: seduction; 
fashion-changing is a necessity: since the whole 
female body is 'eroticized' seduction consists in 
showing (for ·.a limited period of time) ·what 
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used to be hidden; 'moral decency' follows thl' 
trend of fashion : when skirts are low, but 
bosoms largely shown, the exposure of an ank k 
evokes shame or indignation, etc.; even extreml' 
forms can be noticed over longer periods ol' 
time: e.g. breasts were completely bare in such 
distant periods as Minoan Crete (with a hemline 
to the ground, and the neck covered), and 
medieval Florence (where Dante was shocked 
by the exposure of breasts in the streets); 5. W. 
Blake: dress = Body = Chain; cf. "But felt 
through all this fleshy dress Bright shoots ol' 
everlast ingness": Vaughan ("The Retreat ") ; 6. 
v. Clothes, Nakedness, etc. 
dressmaker 

folklore: (like tailors and lawyers): unlucky 
for sailors to meet on their way to the ship. 
drinking 

"Ordeal by Drinking": (among the Israel
ites) water, mixed with whatever gave offence, 
caused OJ!e to become sick if guilty: Num. 5, 
27; perhaps also in Ex. 32, 20, where it may 
also mean: putrefaction through swallowing. 
dromedary 

l. "Thou art a swift dromedary traversing 
her ways": Jer. 2, 23: in the wildness of her 
'pleasure' (= heat), breaks all bonds, leaving the 
right way; 2. pride (which may have a sexual 
connotation itself: v. Wolf); 3. v. Camel. 
drone 

l. they are ea ten by eagles (being bred of 
putrid things) and, in revenge, they fly to 
eagles' nests, and in the absence of the old 
eagle, put the eggs out of the nests to crash 
below, or they suck the eggs: "Drones suck not 
eagles' blood but rob beehives": 2H6 4, 1 ; 2. 
Shakespearean cluster of images: drone -
weasel - ape (lion - whale, etc. v. Bee) -
creeping - cat - melancholy - sucking - mu-
sic: 3. v. Bee. ·· 
drowning 

l. witches: King James I strongly believed in 
the Ordeal by Wa ter: water, being a sacred sub
stance, rejects those who are guilty of witch
craft; suspects were bound hand and feet, and 
'ducked': if they floated, they were guilty and 
were burnt; if they were innocent, they sank 
and often drowned; a sporting chance; usually 
the testers held a rope round their middle 
and were supposed to pull them out, when the; 
were on the point of drowning, but the men 
were very conscientious, and if not quite sure, 
tried again; this went on quite happily well into 
the nineteenth century, the witches often re
questing for this test rather than the far more 
cruel ones executed both in England and on the 
Continent (Germany holding unchallenged 

pride o f place); this 'ducking' may also be com
pared to the weighing (v. Scales) of the witches 
1111ainst another sacred object: the heavy, silver
mlorned Church Bible ; 2. beside Ophelia's 
"'d end, drowning is the most common death 
Im disappointed lovers, also in the ballads; e.g. 
" Rare Willy Drowned in Yarrow" , "Clyde Wa-
11·r", etc.; 3. drowning is related to the awe
l11•piring visions of sea-changes of wrecked 
•hips, dead men's skulls, gems, etc. in the beau-
1lf'ul passage of R3 l, 4; 4. psych.: drowning = 
hlling overwhelmed by the subconscious, or 
ronscience (v. Sea); 

5. folklore: A. cause: being taken by the 
•pir its of the water; certain rivers demand their 
yearly victim, and are safe (for swimming, etc.) 
11rter a person has been drowned; B. a drowned 
man: a . if a man does not rise to the surface the 
Ith, 8th , or 9th day, a gun must be fired to 
hrcak the gall-bladder by the explosion, which 
will surface him; or a candle must be placed on 
11 board and, set afloat, will stop over the 
rorpse; b. his soul may become one of a great 
vuriety of sea-birds; c. or they may show over 
the water as mysterious lights, luring the ships 
of enemies to destruction; d. he can appear to 
the living to announce his own death, however 
fu r away, by telepathy; C. the word 'drowning' 
Is, of course, tabu at sea; 0. nursery-rhymes: a. 
drowning is the commonest form to kill a cat 
(cf. hanging for a dog): "Ding, dong, bell, Pus
sy's in the well, e tc."; b . drowning an old lady: 
" There was an old woman, her name it was Peg; 
Iler head was of wood and she wo're a cork leg. 
The neighbours all pitched her into the water, 
Iler leg was drowned first, and her head fol 
lowed after"; 6. v. Floating. 
Druid 

1. the word Druid may be analysed as 'he 
who knows', perhaps with the connotation of 
'oak' ; later Ir ish turned the word into 'magi
cian'; 2. the 'Logos', the higher power of the 
soul, holding the instincts in check: the view of 
the Roman Stoic ethnographer Poseidonius; 3. 
the ir religious practices were characterized by 
the quantity of human sacrifices (later replaced 
by animals) burnt inside wicker-work figures : v. 
Dragon; 4. W. Blake: materialistic religion: the 
sacrifice of others, not the Self; the religio n of 
1111 unredeemed men; 5 . druid egg: a fabulous 
egg, hatched by several serpents in joint cooper
:.llion, and tossed into the air by their hissing; if 
you caught it, you had to ride off in a hurry to 
ovoid being stung to death, but it ensured a 
successful life; 6 . druid's foot: a 5-pointed fig
ure, used as a talisman (cf. 'drudenfuss' on 
sandals); 7. v. Oak and Mistletoe. 

dry ness 

drum 
1. call to war: a . attribute of Mars, instead 

of the usual trumpet, in All's W. 3 , 3: "A lover 
of thy drum, hater of Love"; also Ven. 107; 
Gent. 1 , I; b . the "instrument of honour": loss 
of a drum in battle = loss of the regimental 
colours: All's W. 3, 4; c. "The double double 
double beat Of the thundering drum Cries 
Hark! the foes come; Charge, charge, 'tis too 
late to retreat!": Dryden ("Song for St. Ceci
lia's Day" 1687); 2. comm1mication: a. call for 
help; b . vehicle for the Word and Tradition; c. 
warn ing: v. Drake's Orum ; 3. dispenser of evil 
spirits: from of old the most sacred and magical 
instrum en t; 4 . according to its shape: a. the 
for m of an hour-glass: ·Inversion and relation 
between two worlds; b. round: the image of the 
world, and the feminine: with the sticks as 
phalloi: androgyne; c. barrel: thunder and light
ning; 

5. according to its sound: masculine; 6. in
duces ecstasy: for religious or fertil it y-purposes, 
since it is related: a. to the Creative Word; b. to 
thunder as a precursor ·to fertilizing rain; c. v. 4 , 
b; 7. related to the Tree of the World : originally 
made of wood; 8. beating a drum: passage in 
time; 9. = the sacrificing altar = mediator be
tween heaven and earth; I 0. the Element of 
Earth: bowl-shape + skin; 11. related to the 
trumpet (sometimes the fife), in the same way 
as the tabor is related to the flute; also of the 
Last Trumpet: "Oh, whar shill we go w'en de 
great day comes, Wid de blowin' er de trum
pits en de bangin' er de drum s9 " : J.Ch. Harris 
("Uncle Remus. His Songs" l); 12. used to an
nounce the coming of groups of strolling ac
tors: All's W. 4, 3; 13. 'muffled drums' : funeral 
procession . 
drunkenness 

l. (religious) frenzy; elevation above normal 
powers; 2. conviviality; 3. M.A.: according to 

·the 'humours': a . choleric = 'lion'-drunk; b. 
sanguine = 'ape'-drunk; c . phlegmatic = 'mut
ton'-drunk; d. melancholic = 'swine'-drunk; 4. 
in standing phrases related to: a lord, a mouse 
(since Chaucer), a wheelbarrow; 5. is closely re
lated to fornication: both libido-symbols: there 
is a soma-firP,,su n parallel; 6. folklore: a. "What 
soberness conceals, drunkenness reveals": prov
erb; b . " Drunken fo lks seldom take harm": 
proverb. 
dryness 

I. opposed to organic life, which is fertility, 
plants, and animals; 2. opposed to water seen as 
mater ia l existence, subject to time, with female 
'wetness'; dryness then stands for immortality 
(whereas water = desire for reincarnation) , the 
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dualism 

dry bone of spirituality, a movement towards 
the desert (q.v.); thus a dry man becomes a 
passionat~ man; 3. the Element of Fire pre
dominates: virility, passion. 
dualism 

we speak of 'dualism' when two opposing 
principles remain antagonistically separate, not 
forming a complemen tary unity; when 1 + I is 
not two, but together form a larger unit we talk 
of 'binary'. 
duck 

I . general: a. etym.: the same root as 'to 
duck' = dive, dip; b. in bad weather ducks re
sort to tidal water; c. the male takes no interest 
in the ducklings once they are hatched, since an 
ex tra moulting deprives him of fighting power to 
defend them; 2 . love of knowledge of profound 
mysteries: floating on the waters of eternity 
they duck for deep wisdom; 3. freedom from 
worry; in unfavourable sense: superficiality: 
just floating about and only bothering about 
'preening'; 4. talkativeness, chatter; q uacking; 
5. deceit: e.g. often using other ducks' nests; 6. 
Egypt: associated with Isis in bringing forth the 
sun; 7. Hebrew: immortality; 

8. Greek: Penelope got her name ('duck') 
when she was rescued by ducks at being thrown 
into the sea; however, the name may also mean 
'with a web over her face'; this may refer to: a. a 
veil, the common attribu te of fe rtili ty-goddesses 
(Earth's riches are 'veiled', underground); b . a 
net worn in orgies: v. Net; 9. "an orange, 
white-billed duck; he <liveth for fish, like the 
god of Luck": John Gray ("The F lying Fish"); 
10. her.: a. a person of many resources; b. re
lated to the rights of having duck-cages; 11. its 
meat: an aphrodisiac: red meat; 12. Ducking- · 
staul: used for duck ing witches, prostitutes, 
etc.: v. Drowning; 13. v. Drake. 
dumbness 

1. an early stage of creation, or a return to it 
('homo alalus'); 2. being struck dumb as a pun
ishment: regression; 3. O.T. 'aphasia' may be a 
'punishment' by the Lord, not only of the sin
ner. but d!so a prophet can be made dumb, be
cause people will not listen: a. "And I will 
make thy tongue cleave to 1he roof of thy 
mouth, that thou shalt be dumb and shalt not be 
to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious 
house" ; later (Eze. 24, 27) when they will hear, 
he shall speak aga in ; b. the same with Zacharias' 
unbelievable message (Luke 1, 20), where his 
own disbelief in the birth of a son was 'pun
ished' (both he and his wife were 'stricken in 
years'); c. to make the dumb speak (both lit. 
and fig.) started already with Moses: e.g. Ex. 4 , 
11 f.; 4. the dumb stone: "Woe unto him that 
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saith ... to the dumb stone ... "= idol: Hab. 2, 19 ; 
5. v. Abnormality, Tongue. 
dung 

I. dung of the (sacred) horse may be placed 
before, or inside, the house for good luck, 
moreover, since it contains grains, it symbolizes 
fertility; 2. the grea t equalizer of mankind in 
the earth (like dust): "The beggar's nurse and 
Caesar's" : Ant. 5, 2; some modern versions 
have 'dug', which is unnecessary since 'dung' 
was related with 'earth': "our dungy earth alike 
feeds beast and man": Ant. I, I (also Wint. 2 , 
1 ); 3. offensive to ghosts; 4. the dung-heetle: a. 
related to the scarabaeus (q.v.), and as such 
shares in the veneration the Egyptians had fo1 
that beetle; b. in the Isaic Table a dung-beetle is 
seen with Isis' head; in other places its head is a 
beaming sun. 
Dunstan, St. 

nursery-rhyme: "St. Dunstan, as the story 
goes, Once pulled the devil by his nose With red 
hot tongs, which made him roar, That could be 
heard ten miles or more". 
dust 

I. death, or return to the pre-primordial 
state of man: formed of dust (Gen. 2, 7, etc.); 
2. disintegration, crumbling to dust; 3. drought , 
famine; 4. the forgotten, or the neglected; 5. 
the great equalizer : "Golden lads and girls all 
must As chimney-sweepers come to dust": 
Wint. (Song: "fear no more"); 6. thrown on 
the dead: asking the he lp of Mother-Earth to 
take care of the dead; 

7. Egypto-Hebraic : a. mourning-rite (later 
replaced by black clothes, but v. also Sack
cloth): a. to obtain courage and support from 
Mother-Earth ; b. to disguise o neself from the 
envious dead; c. general Canaan ite : e.g. El for 
Baal's (annual) descent into the Underworld 
(prob. summer - drought); b. humiliation (of 
oneselt): a. (I) "Who am but dust and ashes": 
Abraham speaking to the Lord (Gen. 18, 27; v. 
also Ps. 30, 9, etc.) ; b. "this quintessence of 
dust": Ham. 2, 2; c. punishment and threat 
from the Lord: e.g. for the serpent in Paradise; 
d. water, mingled with the dust of the floor of 
the Tabernacle was the substance used for a 
Trial by Water (v. Water, and Drinking); e. "the 
clouds are the dust of His feet" (Yahweh's): 
Nahum 1, 3; f. when the Jews showed they 
wanted to have nothing to do with Saul-Paul 
they "cried out, and cast off their clothes, a nd 
threw dust into the air": Acts 22, 23; 8. earthly 
riches: in "Purgatorio" the Avaricious lie weep
ing prostrate, with thei,r faces in the dust, to 
expiate their sins: Dante (C. 19); 9. J. Joyce: 
the opposite of (clean) air; 10. D. Thomas: that 

lo which we return: re-creation, or universal 
11•ncwal (though in other forms man ma¥. take 
plant -life, etc.); 11. dustman: the genius of 
•k cp, who throws dust into children's eyes, 
mak ing them rub their eyes; 12. proverbs: a . "A 
JICCk (or a bushel) of March dust is worth a 
king's ransom"; b. to throw dust in a person's 
rye: mislead ; 13. v. Ashes. 
dwarf 

I . general: we must divide 'dwarfs' into 
!hose who are undersized in a society of people 
111 normal height, and 'dwarfs' as the Little 
I olk with their own kings, etc. : I. belief in the 
1•\1stcnce of the ·Litt le People, variously de
\1 r1bed as Elves, Fairies, etc. may have origi
mlcd in a smaller catt le-breeding race being 
•Ubjccted by tall invaders (the human tendency 
luwards exaggera tion doing the rest); this may 
'''Plain the hatred shown by these dwarfs 
11wtinst the manifestations of superior power of 
!he invaders: a. agriculture; b. iron; c. the sound 
of (church)bells; it also explains the fear the 
Invaders felt for the shifty , half-glimpsed peo
ple, hidden in woods and in underground 
111ountain-caves, where they •were still supposed 
111 have their (fairy) cattle: the fea r (and there
l11rc the endowment of supernatural powers) of 
1hc abnormal, the unexpected, the unpredicta
hlc: some were supposed to have intermarried 
with the conquerors, producing witches and 
hiirics (in the old sense); they were believed to 
possess infinite riches (like the American In-
1lluns, who had silver and gold, but .no iron), 
•11pcrior knowledge (the Aztec calendar ·was 
h1·1tcr than the one used by the invaders), a nd 
111 making themselves invisible; II . the 'freaks' 
with often near-normal trunks and heads, but 
11hnormally short legs a nd arms, on the one 
hund were in great demand for var ious func
lluns in royal households (royalty being hedged 
11~uinst magic: cf. Droit du Seigneur under 
lllood); their main function, however,. was that 
111 jesters (originally probably with the sad end as 
~.1c ri ficial victim, substitute for the King) : a. at 
lhc courts of the Pharaohs (including the 
1•1olcmies); b. the Romans: slave children were 
111 lcn stunted on purpose in order to ra ise their 
111urket value; c. medieval Europe, the Renais-

dwarf 

sance courts, and into the 19th century in 
Russia; 

2. the Little People in Germanic mythology: 
A. the Dockalfar (Dark Elves), living under
ground: a. their o rigin: a. (Edda) the decom
posed body of Ymir; b. the dust of the earth 
(sometimes called Earthmen); b . their looks: 
dark skin, big-headed a nd green-eyed , short
legged, with crow's feet; their embryo-shape sug
gested a sub-human status, leading peo ple to 
believe they had no fee lings; c. they were unsur
passed as cra ftsmen: a. · they made the sword 
Nagerling for Dietr ich; b. they made Thor's 
hammer (Edda); c. they made Od in's spear 
(Edda); d. as guardians of hoards they gave 
Siegfried his cloak of darkness and magic sword 
(Nibelungen); e. they possessed the ring o f fer
tility, and made Freya's necklace, Sifs golden 
hair, etc. (Volsung); d . if they showed them 
selves in the daytime, they were punished by 
being turned into stone; according to others 
their (phallic) hoods could make them invisible, 
so that only their mocking voices(= echo) were 
heard; e. they are generous to those who please 
them , but revengeful and spiteful towards those 
who offend them; or they are only mischievous 
(endowed with childish characteristics) ; f. 
landscape: connected with woods (brown or 
green) or earth (black or grey); g. element: 
Earth (like gnomes); B. Brownies: they were 
bound to the house and helpful, generally living 
in rafters; they had goose-feet hidden by long 
coats, and d isappeared, because they could not 
stand the sound of churchbells; C. the "Knock
ers" (Cornwall and Staffordsh.) can be heard in 
the m ines at lower levels, and must be placated 
with food; when people are too cu, 1ous the5' 
retaliate with disasters; 

3. Swift: the Lilliput ians show m.0 n's petti
ness in his ambitio ns, small-minded views, etc.;· 
4 . psych. : a. personifications of the hidden 
forces in nature; b. in dreams (mainly of 
women): the Father-Spirit image; c. guardians 
of the threshold of the unconscious; at any rate 
they are forces which stay outside conscious
ness (like gnomes, elves, dactyls, etc.); d . v. 
Child ; 5. v. Fairy , Elf. Brownie, Pigmy , Witch, 
Gnome. 
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E 
I. Hebrew 'he', prob. derived from a (lat

ticed) window (or, a fence); Egyptian hier. : a 
duck; Gr. related to 'eimi' (= to be): ' He Who 
Is' (or, 'Thou Art'), connected with Apollo (as 
with Yahweh); Celtic: (white) poplar; A.S.: 
yew-tree or horse; 2. symbo lizes: a. Solomon's 
seal; b. hope, munificence; d. excitement, ener
gy ; e. Logic: a universal negat ive ; f. Lloyd's 
books: second class; 3. correspondences: a. sea
son: the autumnal equinox; b. body: liver; c. 
astral.: Mercury, Aries; d. Tarot: the Arch
priest. 
eagle 

A. general: I. Egyptian hier.: the letter A: a. 
warmth of life; b. the Origin; c. the day ; 2. an 
eagle can gaze into the su n; 3. renovation : he 
flies into the region of the sun, where his feath
ers are burnt; he then falls into a fountain of 
water, where his youth is renewed (cf. the 
Phoenix, and Icarus); 4. acc. to Physiologus: he 
breaks his beak, when it has grown too long, o n 
a rock, in order to be able to eat and live again; 
5. acc. to the Bestiaries: he flies up into the 
circle of fire, and falls down blinded, having 
lost his feathers, etc.; 6. as is the case with 
many elemental symbols there is a terrible mix
up of the kind (cf. dolphin and porpoise, lio n 
and leopard, etc.); as we shall see below, various 
items refer to the vulture, and several use 'eagle' 
for 'hawk'; perhaps the Osprey in the next; 7. 
he flies highest of all animals: when flying over 
the sea, he can see into the deepest ocea n. 
swoops down, and catches the fish (= sea-eagle 
?); 8. " the dark hunter, who is the strong
e,t and the fastest of all that flies": Homer (II. 
21, 252); but elsewhere it is the falcon ('aetos') 
who flies fastest, and then the hawk ('kirkos'); 
9. leaves no trail behind (one of the many char
acteristics he has in common with the lion): 
"But flies an eagle flight , bold and forth on, 
Leaving no tract behind": Tim. 1, i; 10. eagle
stones: found in an eagle's nest, detect poison 
(v. also Folklore); 11. he keeps his extraordi
nary eye-sight by eating 'hawkseed'; 12. he 
makes a careful selection of his young: he fir st 
flies over them, and then carries them to the 
sun on his spread wings to see which can stand 
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the heat: those who cannot are dropped ; 
B. majesty, power: 1. divine majesty : 

height-symbolism; 2. globe + eagle: consecra 
tion of power; 3. one of the Roman insignia; 4 
especially with the motto: "consecratio" 
apotheosis of the Roman emperors (as peacocks 
were of princesses); v. a lso Heraldry below; 

C. spirit, soul: detachment from earth ; 
D. sun, fire: I. v. A, 2, 3, and 12 ; 2. enemy 

of fish (water) and sement (earth): he is often 
re presented as carrying a serpent in his beak or 
claws; 3. American Indians usually took eagle's 
fea thers for their head-dresses: apar t from the 
general sun-symbolism con nected with any 
crown, it gave the extra power of the eagle (just 
like the scalp of the enemy, or his heart eaten); 
4. the elements fire and air: the opposite of the 
Owl: the Bird of Day and the Bird of Night; 
they are also natural enemies: eagle-hunts arc 
still executed with the large owl: the Bubo
species; 5. thunderbolt: his daring flight is asso
ciated with the thunderbolt (cf. heraldic repre
sentation) = 'rhythm of heroic nobility', the 
'storm-bird'; the onh bird not struck by light 
ning (Pliny 2, 56); they can crea te storms by 
!lapping their wings; 

E. heavens, air: I. the equivalent of the lion 
on earth : sometimes 'le is given a lion's head; 2. 
messenger from heaven, the spirit of prophecy : 
cf. other sun-animals: stag and horse; there are 
several prophetic eagles in G. of Mo nmouth 
(e.g. 2, 9 a nd 9, 6); 3. attacker of the serpent 
(earth) in Romanesque ar t: of the baser forces, 
of the underworld; 4. swift flight: communica
tion between man and heaven : prayer to god 
and grace descending; 5 . the Ascension; 6 . the 
bird of God (Dante); attribute of Zeus (v. also 
G, I, b), Odin (who ~lso used an eagle-disguise) ; 
7. wind: Norse: Hraesvelg is a gigantic wind
eagle of the Northern extremity of the earth: 
he also screams a t Ragnarok (cf. Heimdal's 
Horn, and the Red Cock); for storm-bird : v. 
also D, 5; when Aquila rises fro m the sea, 
storms can be expected, for which the constel
lation is called 'aetos' in Gr., from aetai = 'is 
blown'; 

F. water : connected with Ganymede: the 
Constellation Eagle ('Aquila') always follows 

till' movements of the pitcher of Aquarius (who 
h identified with Ganymede) : even the Gods 
lll'l'tl water of the Uranian forces of life; 

(;.charac ter-traits: I . fer tility: a. especially 
111.olc fertility and act ivity: the father-symbol 
(Yl't sometimes represents impotence); I). Zeus 
r.ovl\hcd Europe in eagle-form (cf. his ravishing 
111•1;1 in cuckoo-form) ; c. sacred to Aphrodite; 
11 there are various representations, in which 
thl' bull is fertile earth, on which Demeter is 
lo•lng fertilized by an eagle (as a variant to Leda 
11111 the Swan); but generally the eagle is con-
1cl1·rcd as ha ted by Triform Artem is (the Great 

\ l 11t hcr-goddess). because he preys on earth; 2. 
'""ciatcd with the gods of wa r and power 
I wur-gods in general arc fertilit y-gods as well); 
1 I, 11iso B, 3; 3. regeneration: a. v. A, 3, 4 , and 
', h. " Who sat isficth thy mouth with good 
1h11111s; so that thy youth is renewed like the 
1 orlc's?": Ps. 103 , 5; 4. longevity: "These moist 
111·1•,, That have outlived the eagle " : Tim. 4, 3; 
\ wotective of his young: a. v. A, 12 ; b ut cf. 
l'l lny (10, 3): all kinds bu t one drive away their 
v11 1111g; b . "I (= .Yahweh) bare you on eagles' 
11l11g-:": Ex. 19, 4 ;6. speed: a. v. E,4;b."The 
I 11rd sha ll bring a nat ion against thee from far, 
1111111 the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle 
lltl't h" : Deut. 28,49;also2Sam 1,23;7. 'un
' "'"" · animal: (Lev. 11 . 13) like all birds of 
l'tl'Y: Babylonian symbol of deity (in rcalily 
p11tht1bly a vulture); 

K. God's avenger: a. ravens will pkk out the 
, Y•'' of him that mocks his father, "and the 
•111111g eagles shall cat it ": Prov. 30, 17;.b. riches 
1•111\ucd fl y off like an eagle: Prov. 23, 5; 
• (;od's wrath spreads his wings over a country, 
11111 \\VOops down on the Moabites (or Edom
lto•,'1 ) represented as a dove: Jer. 48, 28 - 40 ; 
""' 49, 16; d. announcer of the coming of lhc 
1li·~t1 uc tion of the earth : Rev. 8. 13 (though 
\ V has 'angel' there); cf. E. 7; 9. one o f the 
thing' 'which are too wonderful': the way of an 
• wlc in the air: Prov. 30, 19; I 0. in Babylonian 
11111tcx ts (including the N.T.) we often have 
11hv1nus mix-ups with ' vulture': "A great eagle, 
wllh great wings, long-winged , full of feathers, 
11hol'h had divers colours" = Babylon (cf. the 
~mhol of the winged wheel of Babylon; the 

lolvi•cst ea!(lc is smaller than the biggest vul-
11m•) : 1·).e. 17, 3; 11. pride: "Though thou 
t I dom. living in the hi!!h moun tains) exalt 
1hv.;clf as the ~ai:l ~ ... ": Obad. 4: there \Wre 
l'lllhably no eagles, but only vultures in Edom; 
I • /10/dness: "enlarge thy baldness as the 
••vie": Micah 1, 16 (obviously vultures); 13. 
.. 1111(111-eater: "wheresoever the carcase is, lpere 
11 ill the eagles be gathered together": Matth. 24 

eagle 

28 (same); 14. the opposite of 'fly' (cf. lion -
mouse): "The eagle does not catch flies": prov
erb (orig. Latin) ; 15 . his enemies: weasels and 
drones: q.v.; 16. dalliance: "The dalliance of 
eagles, The rushing amorous contact high in 
space together. .. ": W. Whitman ; 17.generosity: 
"The eagle suffers little birds to sing, And is no t 
careful what they mean thereby": Tit. 4 , 4 ; 

H. correspondences: I. direction: South; 2. 
season: summer; 3. element: fire;4. age: youth; 
5. day: midday; for the corresponding o ther 
animals: v. Compass; 6 . stellar : the constella
t ion Aquila; 7. Zodiac: Cancer (because of the 
claws) and Scorpio (evil spirit): summer =be
tween the Spring and Autumnal equinoxes ; 

I. special meanings: I . Egypt : a. the soul ; b. 
the eagle-h awk Horus; 2. Hebrew: God's provi
dential care over Israel ; v. A, 12 ; 3. Greek: a. an 
eagle brought nectar to Zeus, when he hid from 
Cronos; Zeus as thunderer; b. the mount of 
Ganymede; c. emblem of Troy; d. Aesop: 
though in many ways an eagle has a high moral 
standard and is wise, yet he does not think it 
below him to break a contra ct with a vixen 
(67); he is grateful for kindness (68) ; also often 
punisher of the vain : e.g. the tortoise, the cock; 
4. Germanic: a. a white eagle sits in the top of 
the Ho ly Ash (Yggdrasil); b. the giant Thiassi 
appeared before, and raped, lduna, the goddess 
o f e ternal youth , in eagle-form; Loki released her 
in the form of a hawk, changing lduna into a 
swallow; c. wind: Odin new with song-mead to 
the realm of the Gods; 5. Gnostic: an eagle sur
mounting a ladder : the Way ('Scala Perfection
is') + the Goal of Vision; 6. Coptic: a stylized 
eagle, surmounted by a cross, with a wrea th o n 
its neck , and a cruciform bulla, and an ansate 
cross in its mouth, is often fou nd on graves: 
resurrection (ref. Ps. 103, 5); 7. Hermetic: femi
nine, water ('), earth, passive, etc.; as such the 
opposite of the phoenix ; 8. Christian: M.A.: a. 

·Christ's Ascension; b. attribute of Pride, Power, 
Strength, Speed, Youth ; and emblem o f Geome
try; c. baptism; d. Day of Judgment ; e. Oirist as 
mediator between god and man ; moreover, as_ 
Sun with a n eagle= angel; f. Mary, leading peo
ple to th e true light; g. (referring to the ocean
diving osprey?: i\, 7:) Christ swoopin!( down 
to grab a soul from the turbulent ocean of life; 
h. attribute of St. John the Baptist; or, with a 
pen in h is mouth, of St. John of the Cross; in 
the Tetramorph he is John the Evangelist; i. a 
Golden Eagle with spread wings: origina lly 
Babylon, the East , Egypt:j . Dante: earthly per
secut ions of the Church. repented later (Purg. 
32); 9. W. Blake: (poetic) Genius, Imaginat ion . 
God; 
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eagle 

J. a/ch.: 1. volatilization; 2, an eagle devour
ing a lion: volatilization of the fixed, or victory 
of the evolutive over the involutive; 

K. psych.: the father principle, the Logos: v. 
M, 11, I; 

L. her.: 1. a man of action, of high position, 
lofty spirit, and wisdom; 2. the Imperial Eagle: 
followed Aeneas from Troy to Italy, carried by 
Constantine to Byzantium, became a device of 
many countries, often double-headed (v. a lso 
M,J); 3. the double eagle was already a Hittite 
and Sumerian symbol; from the Byzantine use 
of nr. 2, it was later used to suggest the union 
of West and East; still later it was sometimes 
chosen by those, who were king and emperor ; it 
ended as a merely ornamental sign; 4. a White 
Eagle: Poland; 5. an eagle's claw : a . tenacity; b. 
defence of freedom and justice; c. in some parts 
of Germany it denoted free hunting-rights; 

M. combinations: I. With parts of different 
beings, etc.: 1. with human arms: Syria: sun
worship; .2. two-headed: a. when in the sign of 
Gemini: total or partial duplication: e.g. two
headed (connected with Janus) in red and 
white ; v. Gemini; b. creative power; c. Chris
ti<m: the H. Spirit of God; d. the Holy Empire: 
the German Eagle to heraldic right, and the 
Roman eagle to heraldic left ; e. the union of 
the Byzantine and Roman empires; f. Hebrew: 
Elisha; 3. lion·headed: conflict between the 
demons of darkness and the underworld (lion 
contrary to its normal meaning: v. Lion), and 
the deity of the heavens (light); II. with other 
animals: 1. carrying a victim: a. victory over 
the inferior by the superior forces (which are 
the father-principle, the Logos); b. augury: in 
the "Iliad" an eagle, carrying a snake (his com
monest victim, also in heraldry), and approach
ing from the left (sinister), drops it, because the 
snake bites and poisons him: a bad omen for the 
Trojans fighting the Greeks near the walls 
round their ships (Bk. 11 , 200ff.); an eagle 
coming from the right encourages the Greeks at 
the end of Bk. 13; 2. with a flaming pentagram in 
his claws: symbol of the planet Jupiter; 3. 
Tetramorph: St. John the Evangelist: soared to 
heaven, to gaze on the light of Immortal Truth 
with keen and undazzled eyes (for the other 
animals: v. Tetramorph) ; 4. a n eagle with a 
dove: "We (being in love) in us find th'eagle 
and the dove": J. Donne: "The Canonisation"; 
5. an eagle devouring a lion : v. J, 2;· 6. an eagle 
.with ladder, or surmounted by a cross: v. I, 6, 
and 7; 7. for his enmity with weasel and drone: 
v. both; 

N. part: 1. head only: the Centre-point of 
Emanation, of spiritual , cosmic flames of the 
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Universe (v. also Head); 2. claw: v. L, 5; 
0. folklore: a. it is dangerous to rob hi\ 

nest: you will never know peace or rest aga111 
b. eagle-stones: small aetites, of a light brow11 
colour, worn by women during pregnancy a11cl 
child-birth, prevent miscarriage and ease deliv1• 
ry; they have been imported from the Ea~t . 
where they were found in eagle's nests, whn 
keep them because the females themselves haVI' 
so much trouble laying eggs, and to preserv1• 
them from poison: Pliny (e.g. 361 39). 
ear (body) 

1. inquisitiveness; the seat of memory i ~ 111 

the lobe (Pliny 11, 103); 2. eaves-droppi nl' 
walls have ears; 3. gossip and advice; 4. tem pt.1 
tion through flattery and enchantment: a . till' 
serpent in Paradise; b. "Bid me discourse, 1 will 
enchant thine ear, Or, like a fairy, trip upon th~ 
green ... ": Ven.145;5. conception: a. in variou' 
representations of the Annunciation a ray ol 
light from heaven pierces Mary's ear: thus slw 
conceives the Logos, the Word; b. (Maria tellinl' 
Yerma she is with child) "On our wedding-night 
he kept telling me about it with his mouth 
pressed against my cheek; so that now it seem\ 
that my child is a dove of fire he made slip in 
through my ear": F. G. Lorca ("Yerma" I , I ) ; 
6. long ears: a . connected with the ass (M ida s), 
and the Dionysus-cult; ref. for Midas: Ovid 
(Metam. 11, 172ff.); v. also Ass; b. connec ted 
with Pan and Satyrs; c. connected with dwarfs; 
d. long ear-lobes: Buddhist sage; 

7. burning or tingling ears: a. " If your car 
burns, someone is talking about you": proverb ; 
b. evil gossip ; c. childlore: burning or tingling 
left ear: your sweetheart thinks of you; if the 
right: spite; 8. cutting off of ears: the way ot 
defaming royalty: ref. 2H4 2, 4; 9. piercing the 
ear: a. indicative of a blood-sacrifice of a child , 
as an offering for protection; b. Hebrew: an ear 
pierced with an awl was the distinctive mark of 
the slave who preferred to remain with his 
master after 6 years of service; that was done al 
the 'doorpost'; 10. purification-rites: a. at the 
anointment of priests the blood of a ram o f 
consecration was put on the tip of the right ear , 
and the nails of the right thumb and great toe 
(purification of hearing, action, and move
ment); b. this was also performed at the purifi
cation after ' leprosy' (Lev. 14, 17); 11. "dull 
ear": of night: HS , Chor. 4; 12. T.S. Eliot : 
"pointed ears": ("Mr. Apollinax"): a. unbal
anced ; b. Pan-Priapus; 13. D. Thomas: "hair
buricd car": the worn b with pubic hair (as 'head' 
is sometimes maidenhead); and v. 5, a. 
ear (of corn) 

l . fertil ity; 2. attribute of the sun; 3. as 

~ymbol of bread it also means the Eucharist: 
C'hrist's Flesh (as fertility-god: cf. Adonis, and 
the ears sprouting from Osiris' body); 4. sheaf: 
(cf. the 'bundle'-symbol): ear + integration: 
l'Ontrol and proper purpose; 5. D. Thomas: 
"1he synagogue of the ear of corn" ("A Refusal 
to Mourn"): a. related to the reduction of life 
to its smallest units: (salt) seed, the grains (of 
the sands of time, etc.), semen, the water-bead; 
to those man will return; b. together the small-
1••1 composite; or, the ear of corn seen as a 
11roup of standing prayers; 6. folklore: with 7 or 
14 rows: predicts a good harvest. 
Hrring 

J. as a general amulet: a. of gold: sun-wor
~h ip ; b. of silver: moon-worship; 2. 0.T.: a. ear
rings and bracelets were Abraham's servant's 
11ll'ts to Rebekah; earrings may have been nose
' mgs, or ornaments for the foreheads; b. ear
rings were often amulets and sacrificed with the 
idols: e.g. Gen. 35, 4; c. they were collected to 
make the Golden Calf (no other ornaments 
mentioned): Ex. 32, 2ff.; 3. folklore (they are 
only efficacious, if the ear is pierced): a. good 
tor eye-sight; b. plain gold earrings for sailors: 
protect them from drowning; c. v. also Gold; d. 
d1ildlore: an earring falling off: your sweet
heart thinks of you. 
.. rth 

I . general: a. stands on the pillars of the 
I ord: !Sam. 2, 8; he also laid the foundations 
(Job 38, 4f.); b. the earth is the footstool of th.e 
J ord: Isa. 66, 1; Matth. 5, 34,etc.; c;. the earth 1s 
1·11circled by the earth-snake (living in, or form
ing) the oceans; v. also Ouroboros; 2. the 
< ;rea t Mother of material life: the passive, the 
vu lva (to the overlying all-father-heaven); a. 
man was made of earth (=dust); b. the Heaven
ly Marriage ('hieros games'): "Sweet day, so 
rnol, so calm, so bright, The bridal of the earth 
und sky": G. Herbert ("Virtue"); 

3. the great end of material life: with 'hell' 
u~ the Underworld: a. the way of all earth = 
clcath: Josh. 23, 14 ; b. the great sepulchre: a, 
"Andron gar epiphanon pasa ge taphos" (For to 
tnmous men the whole earth is a sepulchre): 
l'cricles (Thucydides 2, 43); b. "No motion has 
~he now, no force; She neither hears nor sees, 
l{olled round in earth's diurnal course, With 
1ncks, and stones, and trees": Wordsworth ("A 
Slumber did my Spirit steal"); 4. the sustainer 
111 material life: "And the tree of the field shall 
yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her 
Increase, and they shall be safe in their land ... ": 
Fzc. 34, 27; 5. the earth is eternal, therefore 
the soul : "One generation passeth away, and 
unother generation cometh: but the earth 

earthquake 

abideth for ever": Eccl. l, 4; 6. the character of 
the earthly man: a. has its wisdom: "earthly, 
sensual, devilish": James 3, 15; b. "Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth": 
Matth. 5, 5; c. a person with 'forgivable', 
human faults: "To me He is all fault who hath 
no fault at all: For who loves me must have a 
touch of earth": Tennyson ("Lancelot and 
Elaine" 131); d. a person of 'practical' sense 
and of the sensational type; 

7. 1,;yclic existence (as a symbol of man's 
life): birth, maturity, decay, death; 8. Earth
goddesses (= fert ility-goddesses) are usually 
All-mothers: Moon-goddesses (Artemis) as well 
as Sea-goddesses (Aphrodite); 9. witness to 
man: "Give ear, 0 ye heavens, and I will speak; 
and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth": 
Deut. 32, I; 10. Hebrew: a. the moral opposite 
of what is heavenly, holy, spiritual; b. divine 
will and God's power and wrath: those, who 
'provoke' the Lord, will be swallowed 'into the 
pit' of the opening earth; c. all the earth is filled 
with the glory of the Lord: Num. 14, 
2 1; 11. Christian: the Church, especially the 
Marriage to Heaven: Christ and his mystic 
bride; 

12. correspondences: a. body: governs the 
stomach; b. colours: (dun) brown, green , red, 
yellow; c. forms: cube, globe, serpent; d. Tarot: 
the emblem of the diamond suit (q.v.): the 
medium of the material world ; e. alch.: one of 
the many names for Prime Matter; 13. the ele
ment: producer of metal (q.v.) and destroyer of 
water; 14. W. Blake: Fallen Man, Fallen Nature, 
etc.; 15. a handful of earth (=dust): death and 
mortality ; 16. folklore: a. death and birth are 
both eased by the person being laid on the bare 
earth (drawing strength from Mother Earth) of 
a cottage, but preferably of some magical place, 
like a churchyard, or where three lands meet; b. 
a frequent element in medicinal compounds; 
e.g. against (the ominous) warts, witchcraft, 
etc.; 17. v. Nature, Dust. 
earthquake 

\. cause: a. the movement of the animal car
rying the earth : fish, turtle, snake; b. the work
ing of the giant-smiths under the ground: e.g. 
the Cyclops; c. caused by Poseidon; and 
through relations with him Theseus could pre
dict earthquakes; since. he was a bull-god, too, 
cattle can predict them as well; d. caused by the 
colic of imprisoned unruly winds within the 
womb of Earth, which then 'erupt'; e. assent 
of Mother Earth : e.g. Homeric Hymn to Pyth. 
Apollo (341); 2. significance: a. (divine) birth: 
e.g. 1H4 3, I ; b. divine anger: "Thou shalt be 
visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder, a_nd 
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east 

with earthq uake, and great noise, with storm 
and tempest, and the name of devouring fire": 
Isa . 29. 6; c. divine death: "Jesus ... yielded up 
the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent": 
Matth. 27, 50f.; d. divine intervention: when 
Paul and Silas were imprisoned there was an 
earthquake, and the doors of the prisons 
opened: Acts 16, 26; e. the opening of the 6th 
and 7th seals in Rev. is accompanied by earth
quakes; f. any sudden cosmic (usually invertive) 
change; g. precede (Ex. 19, 18) or follow (Ezc. 
3, 13) a theophany; h. sacrifice; i. Dante: in the 
last three terraces of "Purga torio" (C. 2 1) an 
earthquake indicates tha t another soul has been 
freed from penance; 3. folklore: a. omens: 
"There are things An Earthquake brings: At 
nine of the bell They sickness foretell ; At fi ve 
and seven they betoken ra in; At four the sky Is 
cleared thereby; At six and eight comes wind 
again"; b. a man born in an earthquake ruins a 
state: J. Webster (The White Devil I , I). 
east 

I . sunrise: a. the rise of Christ, as the Light 
of the World; b. 'The yo uth, who daily farther 
from the cast Must travel. .. ": Wordsworth 
("Ode on Intimations of Immortality"); 2. in
fancy, spring; 3. wisdom: a. the place where the 
magi(cians) come from: Isa. 2. 6; b. " the glory 
of the God of Israel came from the way of the 
East": Eze. 43, 2; c. crystal gazers and diviners 
face the east; 4. the mansion of rain; 5. Egypt: 
ruled by Ra, who is also deadly at tim es; 6. 
Zodiac: Aries, Leo , Sagittarius; 7. body: the 
right half (= favourable; the opposite of the 
'sinister' West = Death); 8. W. Blake: the Pas
sions; 9. folklore: "When the w;nd is in the 
east, It 's good for neither man nor beast": prov
erb; 10. v. Windrose. 
Easter 

I. Christian Easter rites strongly resemble t~e 
commemorations of the deaths of: a. Adonis: 
including the Pieta, Venus bewailing the 
death of her lover; as a corn-god he had a sacred 
grove at Beth-lehem = "Hou~e of Bread" (= 
corn) ; b. Attis and his weeping Great Mother, 
whose joyful resurrect ion was celebrated in 
Rome on the 24th and 25th of March; the re
semblance was so striking, that 'pagans' and 
C~ristians zea lo usly disputed each others' right 
ol precedence; 2. it is the tim e of feeding the 
cattle certain corn for fecundity, for the expul
sion of witches (cf. Walpurgis Night on the Eve 
of May Day) and the renewal of fire (sun a nd 
phallic rites); 3. Easter t.'gg: a. borrowed from 
Egypt as symbol of resurrect ion (v. Egg); b. 
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(more likely:) according to Baeda "Easter" I\ 

derived from Eostre (Ostara), the fertiht ) 
goddess, who had a festival at the Spring-Equ1 
nox , and whose ritual an imal was the hare; till' 
egg (incongruously connected with that hart') 
symbolizes the beginn ing (Spring) of fertih l) 
and life; 4. folklore: "At Easter let your clothe' 
be new, Or else be sure you will it rue": renew 
al of man (= his clothes) is necessary to pro 
mote fertility. 
eating 

I. {with drinking) man's first and primal a l' 

tivity for materia listic existence {care o f sell 
preceding care of posterity): "Eating and drink 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage": Ma tth 
24, 38; 2. eating is often seen as a fertility rite 
the food taken into the body is similar to (and 
so: equal to) the sowing of the seed (cf. Coitio11 
for sympathe tic magic), or the sacrifice to the 
god(dess): the eaters share the receptive quali ty 
of Mother-Earth, and become part of the deit y: 
many religious festivities are accompanied by 
(or consist of) eat ing: the Feast of the Unleav 
ened Bread, the Eucharist, the O.T. sacrifice~ 
eaten by the priest, or the priest and sacrificer 
the funeral rites of e.g. the Greeks; 3. eating th~ 
Godhead is a world-wide custom, ranging from 
the Eucharist to the 16th century descriptiom 
of Aztec rituals; it is especially the 'sacred' tha t 
is eaten; cf. Siegfr ied eating f'afner's heart ; 4 . 
ea ting food in 'another world' binds a person to 
that region ; thus there is a general bel ief that a 
person who has eaten in the Underworld will 
not return (e.g. Kore-Persephone; cf. Hathor 
offering food to the dead); but also anyone 
straying into fairy land is warned never to taste 
of their food (or speak a word), if he hopes to 
return ; the idea may be affiliated to that of the 
eat ing of the ' lotus' in Homer, or the insistent 
reference to Christ's eating ·when he returned 
from the Underworld ; 5. v. De11011ri11g, Food. 
ebb 

folklore: related to Birth and Death: v. 
Birth ; v. also Tides and Flood. 
ebony 

I. general: a. etym.: Gr. 'ebenos', from 
'ebcn' = stone: b . extremely hard wood of vari
ous species of the 'Diosporos', a tropical tree· 
the 'D. ebenum' has a black bark, with whitd 
wood under it t ill the heart-wood is reached ; 
some species consist of black heart-wood only ; 
perhaps the statue of Diana o f Ephesus was 
made of it {cf. Black Marias); c. in the O.T. it 
was brought from Tyre (Eze. 27, 15); d. in 
India it is used for sceptres and images, and 
(because it is anti-poisonous) for drinking-cups; 
furthermore it is used for inlaying. piano-keys, 

~111fc-handles, etc.; e. because of its blackness 
.111d hardness ii docs not prod uce leaves 6i fruit, 
.111cl is never seen exposed to the sun; it con
•M S of roots dug up by the 'Ethiopian&' (of the 
I .I\!) : Pausanias (I, 42) ; 2. death: Pluto's 
throne; 3. Som nus (Sleep) slept in a cave on an 
1'11ony couch, ornamented with black feathers; 
l.11cr identified with Morpheus (Ovid: Metam. 
11 , 592 ff.); v. also Cave; 4. melancholy, gloom; 
' 'cepticism; 6. on the Elizabethan stage : black 
vl'lvet cloaks were usually worn by the actors 
who said th e Prologue, or the Choruses. 
echo 

I . myth.: a. a mounta in-nymph, who of-
11•11ded Hera by keeping her talking, so that the 
l.1ttcr did not notice o ne of Zeus' infidelities; 
I ll'ra punished her by t.epriving her of speech 
hl·yond the repetition of a last sound; b. she 
w,1, hopelessly in love with Narcissus and thus 
I.oded away, or she was accidentally killed by 
111111; c. she rejects Pan's advances, who drives 
•hcpherds to a frenzy in which they tear her to 
pieces, only her power or song remaining; 2. 
,ymbolically the echo has more or less the same 
I unction as a Mirror, q.v. 
eclipse 

I . the sun and moon in eclipse are generally 
hd1eved to be eaten by a monster ; v. Devour-
11111; 2. sympathetic magic performed to undo 
the eclipse: a. light fires (as at the winter-sol
'11ce the sun is forced or lured to return); b. 
w.1lk in circles; c. make (and light) an imita
lhin -sun: 3. all an imals feel a solar eclipse; e.g. 
1he birds are silent; 4. the moon in ·eclipse is 
hcing born; therefore with clash ing vessels and 
d.1nging bronze of Temesa people try to aid her 
1hrocs: Ovid (Metam. 7, 207); v. also Vessels: 5. 
t~ince Rome) it predicts: a. the death of kings: 
ti Agrippa; b. "and the moist star, Upon whose 
l111luence Neptune's empire stands (= the 
moon), Was sick almost to doomsday with 
l'l'lipse": portent of Caesar's death (Ham. I , I ); 
1• Catherine of England; b. war; c. Black Death; 
h it was one of Moses' signs in Egypt and oc
rnrred at Christ's death : Luk. 23, 44; 7. the end 
111 the world. 
edelweisz 

I . 'Leontopodium Alp inum': a perennial, the 
dense involucre of which co nsists of outer fe
male and inner male florets, surrounded by 
l111iry bracts; 2. purity and noble memories: 
whures in the height-symbolism of Mountain; 3. 
mtcntatio us (or pretended) mountaineering 
•kill and courage; 4. sentimental (but danger
ous) 'gemiitlichkeit'i 5. symbol of Switzerland. 
•dge 

in much Elizabethan usage desire (especially 

effigy 

sexual) has an 'edge', which gave ample oppor
tunity for puns; e.g. a. "cloy the hungry edge of 
appet ite": R2 I , 3; b. " the edge of a feather
bed": Mer. V. 2, 2. 
eel 

I. s lipperiness (proverbial); it sometimes 
occurs in Enmity-emblems; 2. nimbleness: "as 
nimble as an eel in a sandbag": proverb; 3. phal
lus: "As plain as an eel": D. Thomas; 4. the 
cause of death of Lord Randal: "eels boiled in 
broo", or "eels fr ied in a pan", given him by 
the hand of his 'true-love'; some variants have 'a 
long fish' or a 'newt', but the sexual connota
tions are obvious; 5. Pope Simon de Brie died 
from eat ing too many eels stewed in wine: 
Dante (Purg. C. 24); 6. storm-affected: a storm 
affec ts all fishes in the sea, but it especially 
disturbs 'the bed of eels' : Per. 4, 2; 7.folklore: 
a. eelskin prevents cramps (e.g. of swimmers). 
when worn as a gar ter; b. live eels in a drink 
cure the vice of drinking too much; c. eels in 
water prove it is wholesome; d. Pliny (J 0, 87) 
believes there is no sex in eels, so they are self
propaga ted (like salamanders, shell-fish, e tc.); 
but Sir Th. Browne (Garden of Cyrus) asserts 
that the back~ of living cods and perches pro
duce them. 
effigy 

I. funera ry use: a. Egypt: wax figures of 
deities were used in funeral rites, and laid in 
graves to facilitate resurrection; this was a lso 
done with wax fruit ; b. the Romans made wax 
effigies, wh ich had magical properties (taking a 
'likeness' takes some of a person's power; cf. 
portraits and keepsakes); these effigies were 
also exposed on ceremonial occasions; at the 
closing days of the Saturnalia wax fr uit and 
statues were made and sold; 2. M.A. (also of 
wax): a. votive offerings; b. stick ing pins into 
wax effigies of enemies causes them to pine 
away (st ill done in the Scottish Highlands); or 
people were 'burnt in effigy' (of any inflamma
ble material); 3. fertility : a. an effigy (of the 
'old year', the 'witch ', ' Juilas', etc.) is burnt at a 
Spring-fest ival (usually at Easter, or the first 
Sunday in Lent): probably a remnant of a hu
man sacrifice; b. in Egypt effigies of Osir is in 
his t riple aspect (dead, dismembered, recon
structed) were made in sand, or in vegetable 
earth with corn-seeds in it (which then began lo 
sprou t); at other t imes ithyphallic images were 
carried round by women to the accompaniment 
of songs stressing his fertility-potency in unmis
takable terms; 4. Carnaval: effigies of the Spirit 
of Carnaval are burnt late on Shrove Tuesday
night, or on Ash-Wednesday; sometimes they 
are hanged or set anoat.; usually the effigies arc 
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egg 

a_ mixture of a chthonic fe rtility-<leity, an enor
mous farmer (representing agricultural fe rtility) 
or Death (involution: the dying of the gra in 
before regeneration}; 5. effigies in the form of 
cakes were eaten or offered: v. Cake; 6. some
! imes effigies, dolls, images, etc., are thrown 
into the water: they will return as fert ilizing 
rain; the same way as mutilized genital parts are 
thrown on earth to fertilize it; 7. hung on 
doors, fields, at the entrances of villages etc. to 
scare off evil spirits, etc.; 8. v. Dummy, Doll, 
Image, etc. 
egg 

I. Egyptian hier.: a. potentiality; b. the seed 
of generation; c. the mystery of life; 

II. the world-egg: l. the Egg of the World = 
the vault of space, having concentric layers: the 
7 heavens or spheres; 2. (Pelasgian) Eurynome, 
goddess of fertility, having risen from Chaos, 
divided the sea from the sky, and danced on the 
waves till the Great Serpent Ophion raped her; 
after that she assumed the form of a dove, and 
laid the Universal Egg, which was later hached 
and split by Ophion circling around it seven 
times: the Universe issued from it; 3. (Egypt) 
when the Mother Chaos-<>oose cackled her invi
tation to the Chaos-{;ander, the result of their 
coupling was the Golden Egg: either earth with 
her golden fertility, or the sun ; this myth un
derlies the Aesop story of the Goose laying the 
golden eggs (Fables 178) and the "Mother 
Goose" stories; 'goose' here stands for woman ; 
4. Orphic, etc.: the typical symbol of the 
world; the yoke in the middle ofa liqlJid (upper 
and lower waters): sun in 'ether', surrounded by 
the vault of heaven ; so: a. an egg shape with a dot 
in the centre: sun ; b. an egg shape with a cross 
in it : earth; 5. the occult life-force in the egg 
= the universe; 
. III. goddesses laying eggs: A. Egypt: J. the 

Creator Ptah came from the chaos-egg laid by 
the goose, or from an egg issuing from the 
mouth of Amen-Kneph; the life-principle, the 
seat of the soul; 2. Ra: v. I, 3; B. Greece (there
fo re tabu): l. Helen of Troy was born from an 
egg, laid by Nemesis, when she had disguised 
herself as a swan to escape the amorous atten
tions of Zeus (v. Nymph-goddess, Sacred King, 
and Swan); Helle = Selena = Moon-goddess = 
Helen (of Troy) was also- said to have been 
hatched from an egg laid by Leda = Let = Lato
na; the latter merged with Eurynome (II, 2); 2. 
Leda, having been fertilized by Zeus as a swan, 
laid an egg, from which proceded the twins 
·eastor and Pollux; she later became Nemesis; in 
a different version Zeus coupled with Nemesis, 
and Leda accidentally found the egg, took it 
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home, and hatched it; 3. Pan was hatched fro111 
an egg laid by a wood-pecker (q.v.) or a Pcnl' 
lope-<luck (v. Duck); 4 . Eros issued from tlw 
egg of Night, floating on Chaos; the egg wa• 
sacred to Aphrodite; 

IV. resurrection, regeneration: 1. the Eastc1 
Egg, variously explained as: a. borrowed from 
Egypt as a symbol of resurrection (of the sun , 
therefore mainly red); b. the opposite of the 
Apple as the ·countercharm, leading a person to 
the Elysian Fields, an escape from the Laby 
rinth of Death (v. Labyrinth); v. also Hare and 
Easter ; 2. the Germans and Franks gave offer 
ings of eggs and buns at Spring Festivals; 3. in 
tombs: a. in pre-historic tombs eggs have been 
found as symbols of immortality; egg-shells arc 
incorruptible; b. they have also been found in 
the catacombs: expiation (as a means of en 
trance to Eternal Joy); they also formed an es· 
sential part of the funerary meal; c. an egg 
floating :ibove an Egyptian mummy: hope of 
life; 

V.further symbolism: l. the opposite of the 
scorpion: if your son wants an egg, will you 
give him a scorpion?: Luke 11 , 12; 2. animals 
born from eggs are 'twice born': a. laying the 
egg = birth of man; b. breaking from the egg = 
2nd birth = initiation, the opposite of the apple 
of consummation (cf. IV, 1, b); 3. white egg 
mead: (Norse) the magic drink of Mimir which 
provides st rength and wisdom; 4. Hebre:.V (few 
Bible-references): a. served roasted at Passover: 
the sacrifice brought to the Temple on festive 
occasions; b. chicken eggs are only mentioned 
in Job 6, 6 (which is a doubtful text); in the 
N.T. they are eaten (e.g. Luke 11, 12); 5. 
Rome: for sulphur and eggs: v. Sulphur ; 6. 
something of little value: Leon asks his son if 
he will "take eggs for money": Wint. l, 2; p~o
verbial; 7. similarity: since Greek; 8. alch.: a. in 
general the same meaning as in Egypt + the 
container of matter or of thought; b. "the ph ilo
sophical egg": = the 'sarcophagus' = the vessel 
of transmutation ; 

VI. parts and combinations: 1. egg-white: 
tastelessness: " Is there any taste in the white of 
an egg?": Job 6, 6; 2. egg-shell: something 
worthless: e.g. Ham. 4 , 4 ; v. above IV, 3; 3. egg 
and sulphur: v. Sulphur; 4. egg and serpent: the 
eternal germ of life, encircled by creative wis
dom; 5. egg and dart: androgyne: female pro
ductiveness + phallic male generator (cf. the 
Jewel in the Lotus); VII. folklore : A. coloured 
eggs: eggs are related to Easter all over t he 
world : the Return of Spring; children are al
ways told about their abnormal origin; B. 
"Pace-egg": in England that egg was put aside 

"' Easter and kept in the house throughout the 
vrar; C. ordinary eggs (generally unlucky): a. it 
I• unlucky to bring them into the house, or take 
them out of the house, after sunset; it is one of 
the many tabu-words (like cat, dog, etc.) on 
hoard ship; b. it is unlucky to dream of eggs; c. 
.nrnll, yokeless eggs must not be brought into 
the house, as they are cock's eggs (v. Cock) or 
wind-eggs; d. (US) a boy eating birds' eggs will 
he sexually abnormal; e. it is unlucky to see 
many broken eggs (sic!); D. egg-shells: it is un
lucky not the break the shell, after the egg is 
ril ten: witches may use it, either against the 
rntcr, or as a means of transport; E. proverbs: a. 
" Like a curate's egg: good in parts"; b. "an egg 
will be in three bellies in twenty-four hours" ; c. 
"ns full as an egg is of meat"; d. "teach not 
your grandmother to suck eggs"; G. childlore: 
\11nctuary. 
119l1ntine 

t . general: a. 'Rosa Englanteria' is a fra-
11rant, erect branching rose, the 'sweetbriar'; v. 
u l~o Briar; b. the name was misapplied to the 
woodbine honey-suckle by Milton: "Through 
the sweet-briar, or the vine, Or the twisted 
1·11lantine" ("L' Allegro"); it is still so called in 
North-east Yorkshire; 2. poetry, talent; 3. sim
plicity ; 4. related to fairies: it is one of the 
plants growing on the bank where Titania 
, Jeeps: with oxlip, 'nodding violets', ' luscious 
woodbine', and 'sweet muskrose': MND 2, I ; 5. 
"lush eglantine": Shelley ("A Dream of the Un
known"); 6. " pastoral eglantine": Keats ("Ode 
to a Nightingale"); 7. fragrance: · funeral bou-
11uct in Cym.: primrose, harebell, "no, nor The 
il'af of eglantine, whom not to slander, Out
\WCetened not thy breath" shall fail on Fidele's 
v.rave (4 , 2). 
Egypt 

I . the land of bondage, the 'furnace', later 
rnmmemorated in Lent ; 2. the land of idolatry: 
"To go out of Egypt" = to leave the sensual 
und material life, in order to go to the spiritual 
Promised Land, across the Red Sea (cf. birth) 
und through the 'wilderness' (desert of spiritual
ity): progress to a superior, transcendent state; 
l . the untrustworthy associate against Babylon; 
4. the Egyptians have proverbially tall members 
("great of flesh": Eze. 16, 26); their virile mem
llcrs are even of the size of asses, but with an 
'Issue' like that of horses: Eze. 23, 20; so: the 
~nimal in man; 5. people mainly concerned 
with life after death; 6. Greece: (because of 5) 
the spirits are better understood in the Egyp
tian language than in Greek : cf. Latin; 7. physi· 
cians: "I have heard that in Egypt everyone is a 
f)hysician": ·Plutarch ('Odysseus and Gryllus'); 

eight 

8. M.A.: connected with Christ (legends): a. 
flight to Egypt; b. idols fell over when he 
passed; c. dragons, lions, panthers, etc. paid 
homage to Christ there; 

9. W. Blake: = South = Intellect, the region 
of Urizen; 10. D. Thomas: a. death, the past, 
more tomb than womb (despite the pyramid, 
q.v.), so Egyptian wind = the wind of the past; 
b. Time's oppressive captivity; c. the cradle of 
civilization, of the mummified world of pro
priety and convention; 11. emblems: a. the 
Upper Kingdom: white crown and flowering 
rush; the Lower Kingdom: red crown a nd papy
rus; b. gem: the Egyptian pebble =Jasper: resig
nation; 12. the Egyptian thief: "Like to th' 
Egyptian thief, at point of death, Kill what I 
love": a bandit chief, beset by enemies, in
tended to kill the woman he loved , but in the 
darkness of the cave, killed another by mistake: 
Tw. N. 5, l; orig. in Heliodorus; 13. =gipsy: 
"The lover, all as frantic, Sees Helen's beauty in 
a brow of Egypt": MND 5, 1. 
eight 

A. regeneration: 1. the creation of 7 days+ 
the regeneration by Christ (St. Augustine); or, 7 
= completion, so 8 = a new beginning; 2. bap
tistries were often octagonal: spiritual rebirth; 
it is also the number of circumcision : "Circum
cised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel,. .. ": 
Phil. 3, 5; 3. 8 persons were saved from the 
Flood: Hebrew figure for atonement or regener
ation; ref. 1 Peter 3, 20; 4. the 8 dancers of the 
Morris-Oance in the Christmas-play (perhaps re
lated to the 8 Alcaids, the sons of Heracles): 
sword-<lancers, whose perfo rmance ended in the 
victim's resurrection; 5. music: the octave, the 
return to the same note; 

B. eternity, endlessness, the gods: 1. the 
only number (except zero), that can be endless
ly retraced without lifting a pen; a cycle of 8 
years (a Great Year: when solar, lunar, and stel
lar positions are nearly identical) figures greatly 
in Gr. mythology: the pythian Games .(until 
982 B.C.), the period Heracles served 
Admetus, and Cadmus served Ares, etc.; varies 
with the 9; 2. the eternal spiral movements of 
the heavens: double sigmoid; 3. the eternal 
movement of the sea: sacred to Poseidon; 4. 
related to the gods: a. the alphabetical number 
(in Greek) of Yahweh and Christ; b. Egypt: a. 
the Egyptian Gods had 8 ancestors; b. Thoth, as 
a reformer, regenerator, a nd purifier is related 
to baptism (cf. A, 2) ; 

C. perfection, splendour: 1. Christian: a. the 
8 Beatitudes (Matth. 5, 3 - 11); b. the 'octave' 
of feasts; c. v. A, 1; 2. the sun: a. sacred to the 
sun in Babylonia, Egypt, and Arabia, because 
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eight 

it is a reduplication (2X 2X 2); b. Pythagorian 
solar increase and wisdom (just as 9 is lunar); 3. 
Cabala: the seal of splendour, with which God 
sealed the Wc~t (sundown), when he contem-
pla ted it behind him; ' 

D. between the Square (earth) and the Cir· 
cle (eternal): I. the octagon: 'the intervening 
figure ', one of the ways to solve the eternal 
pro blem o f Squa ring the Circle (v. Square): dis· 
cipline; 2. between earth and eternity = Death; 
the 8th Ho use of the Zodiac = the House of 
Death (Scorpio); 3. sacred num ber of the Great 
Goddess (of Life and Immortali ty): v. next; 

E. fertility: I. sacred number of Aphrodite 
and other Great-Goddesses (v. Cuttle-fi sh) ; so it 
also means: magic; 2. related to thunder and 
rain-makers or symbols: a. double axe; b. the 
movement o f the bullroarcrs or torches; c. 
8-sha pcd shields; 

F. solidity, earth. directions of space, winds: 
I. Pythagorian: solidity; natural law, equal to 
all people; 2. Greek: a. Apollo's chariot had 8 

·horses (winds): b. the tower of winds in Athens 
was octagonal: the 8 directions, by which the 
winds were d istinguished ; c. Germ anic: Odin's 
horse, S leipnir (= Storm Wind) had 8 feet; d. 
the 'fixed' stars of the firmament : behind the 7 
moving planets ; 

G. health: related to the two Caduceus ser
pents; 

H. death : (inevitable for immortality) pu n
ishment, endurance: a. in the 8th Circle of the 
" Inferno" serious crimes are punished in burn
ing Oames (cf. the burning names in "Para
diso"); b. v. D, 2; 

I. a ' twin-symbol': I . the perfect binary 
function : a. perfect intelligence: blending the 
conscious and subconscious; b. knowledge and 
Jove, action and reaction, evolution am! involu
tion , etc. ; c. v. also G, and E, 2; 2. science: 
abstract tho ught working on matter; 3. the 
gleam of the mystic tie or spirit ; 4. related to 
the S of Spiritus (and probably to the S of 
dollar = 8 'reales' = wealth) ; 

J . correspondences: I. planet: Mars: violent 
passions, unlea shed and unrestrained power ; 2. 
Zodiac: Scorpio (v. also D, 2); 3. colour : rose; 
4. character: a. abnormal tendencies: b. mate
.rial success (wealth to those who fall under its 
vibrat ion); c. self-asser t ion ; 

K. J. Joyce: woman: Molly Bloom ("Ulys
ses") was born o n the 8th of September (Mary's 
birthday); Molly, however, is mostly in horizon
tal position, and then the 8-sign means ' eterni
ty': she is the eternal, primeval Great Goddess· 

L. additional: I. Elizabethan: "eight and 
six" (syllabics) : the popular measure in ballads: 
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ref. MND 3, I ; 2. eight hours of sleep: for 11 

foo l: proverbial ; 3. Gr.: a ll : the expression 
'pan ta okto' (eight is all) is said to have arnrn 
from the Gr. poet Stesichoros's tomb, wlm h 
had 8 pillars, steps, corners, etc.; or from tlll' 
oracle which ordered the city of Corinth 111 
have 8 tribes, 8 parts, etc. 
eighteen 

I . an impor tant num ber in numerology : 2 x 
3 X 3; also 9 (truth)+ 9 , while also I + 8 = •1, 
moreover the important numbers 12 + 6 ; 2 
life-symbo l (J - 8); 3. 0.T.: an evil number : "So 
the children of Israel served Eglon the king ol 
Moab eighteen years" (Judg. 3, 14), as a pun 
ishmcnt for idolatry; 4. Christian : great reward 
eight hundred 

Norse: the number of warriors in Valhalla, 
Odin's favo urite resort, from which the warrior~ 
of darkness (stars) go o ut (through the 540 
doors) to com bat light in the morning and re· 
turn to recover from their wounds; or Od111 
retains them there for his ultima te fight at Rag 
na,rok. 
eight hundred and eighty eight 

I . important: 3 X 8; 2. Christian: the Sacred 
Number of Jesus in the Hebrew alphabet; it I \ 

the opposite of the Beast of Rev.= 666, which 
has been expla ined as "Qesar Neron" = Nero. 
eighty one 

truth (9) multiplied by itself. 
elder 

I. 'Sambucus': a deciduous shrub; the com
mon cider ('nigra', Black Elder, Sc. 'bourtree') 
grows q uickly on any soil, but prefers a moist , 
but well-drained soil, e.g. the waterside; its stem 
is hard, and, po lished, may be used for fishing
rods, toys (e.g. whistles, or popguns, with the 
pith removed: ref. HS 4 , I), and combs; the 
white or pink Oowers contain oil (variously 
used), and have a 5-lobed corolla, and S sta
men s, with 3 sissile stigmas; its inner bark is 
cathartic; the berries, made into wine, are a 
cure for cough (still used to adulterate port
wine); insects dislike the sickly odour of its 
leaves and bark; 2. death: a. in the Celtic Tree
alpha bet it represented the 13 th month (No
vemb~r 25 - December 22, the winter-solstice), 
m which the king of the second half of the year 
was sacrificed (v . King, Sacred - ); b. funereal 
accord ing to Spenser; c. Bassianus in Tit. Andr. 
was to be killed under an elder tree; d. related 
to the Grea t Goddess of Life and Death: v. 3; e. 
used for hunting~pears; 3. rela ted to witches: a. 
sacred to the White (Great) Goddess, because of 
its white Oowers (like the rowan), and the num
ber S (v. I); b. in Ireland witches use elder as 
broomsticks (instead of ash); c. v. Folklore, 

I"''·· 4 . the tree of the Cn1cifixio11 ; 
~ the tree o n which Judas hanged himself 

tn11 lkl'C111ber 2 1): v. Langland, LLLS , 2,etc.; 
11 cl'latcd to tl1e vine: "And let the stinking 
1 l•ll'1 , i:ricf, untwine His perishing root, with 
the· 1nncasing vine"(= let the elder untwist his 
111 \I I Ul't ivc root with the increase of the vine, 
.. hie h clings to the elder}: Cym. 4, 2; 7. as fuel: 
c "(:rccn cider-logs it is a crime For any man 
t11 -ell": b. it 'brings the Devil into the house'; 
H n1111passio11 ; 9. zeal: everyt hing of it is use-
1111 I lowers, fruits, marrow, and wood; 

10 . the Dwarf Elder(= 'Danewort '): a. was 
1111111duccd into England by the Danes, or grows 
,. h1•11• a Dane's blood was shed (its flowers 
111• wh ite tipped with pink); b. Celtic alphabet: 
I •t Ii co nsonant: October 29 - November 25; 
1hc• occd was an ancient symbol o f royalty in 
1111• Ea stern Med iterranean , and of power in Jrc-
1.coocl (used as tha tching-reed, and representing 
1hc• number 12 = established power); 11. "my 
111 .. 11t of cider": faint heart (Wiv. 2 , 3); a jocular 
1.11 lant to the Heart of Oak; 

12 . folklore: A. unlucky (number 13): a. lo 
h1 t111• it into the house; b. to make cradles of: 
tlH'y will be used by wit ches to harm the baby 
11 .1kc birch); B. witchcraft: a. sometimes 
111td1cs turn themselves into elder-trees; b. the 

llullright Stones": an army which was turned 
t11tn stone (the king with them) by a witch , 
11 ho became an elder and grew near them ; ('. 
hl'lpl'ul: a. it averts lightning (because the Cross 
wu\ made of it); b. sometimes it can be used 
111•11 lnsl witches. 
• l1tments 

A.general: I . the elements have always been 
11111ncc1ed with certain creatures; 2. the ele-
1111mts have always been subject to height-sym
hnllsm: " Hysterica passio, down, thou climbing 
""'ow, Thy element's below": Lr. 2, 4; 3. a 
11·11aln mixture of the elements consti tute a 
p.1rt icular man's character (beside the 'types' 
1111·nt ioncd in the Correspondences below): 
" Il ls life was gentle, a nd the elements So m ixed 
111 l11 m that Nature m ight sta nd up, And say to 
ull thc world 'This was a man!"': Caes. 5,5;4. 
lh1• clements arc divided into 3 states o f matter 
1 the life-bringing agent fire; therefore 4 = sta
hlhty: moreover they thus became related to 
Iii\' 4 po ints of the compass; 5. sometimes a 
tOth element is d istinguished , variously called 
'qc1111tessence', 'ether', the 'soul of things', the 
•,111ril', the 'origin', the 'Power of the Demi-
11111c', etc.; 6. spirit (triangle) surmounting a cir
d1• (= matter as water) = woman, the psychic 
Nlclc of man, individual life+ the circle of eter
nit y; 7. the fo ur first letters of the clements in 

elephant 

1-!ebrew are INRI: Jesus, Nazarenus, Rex ludaeo
rum, the superscription on Chr ist's Cross; 8. 
when a man dies, he takes the a ir and fire of his 
being with him : the baser elements are left be
hind ; ref. Ant. 5, 2; 9. A naxime11es held that 
the fundamental substance is air = soul ; fire = 
rarefied air; water = condensed air; earth (and 
stone) are still furt her condensed ; 10. D. 
Thomas: "the last element": death; 

B. correspondences: I. the elements and 
man's character: sec table I; 11. the clements and 
animals, stones, mythological beings, etc.: see 
table II ; Ill. the clements and colours: I. 
air: a. in the ancient world: yellow; b. since L. 
da Vinci: blue: 2. fire: (always) red; 3. water: a. 
in the ancient world: purple; b. later green (e.g. 
Shakespeare); c. only lately: blue; d. H. Mel· 
ville: everything connected w ith the sea is 
white; 4. earth: a. Hebrew: white; b. classical: 
blue; c. L. da Vinci: yellow; d. J-1. Melville: 
black; c. v. Seasons, Animals, Tetramorplr, 
Compass, Four (e.g. fo r Quadriga), etc. 
elephant 

I. the male and female go east, and eat man
drake, before copulatio n (cf. Adam and Eve); 
they do this secret ly; 2. strength: a. in India the 
Cary~tid of the Universe; b. firmness (tusk); 3. 
longevity, eternity; 4. long memory, wisdom: a. 
caution; b. attribute of Instinct; c. nearest 
to man in int elligence (Pliny); 5. masculine 
phallic symbol (cf. I , b); 6. moderation, self
restraint: a. the female carries two years, and 
only once in her life; b. an elephant never eats 
more food than he is accustomed to take 
(Pliny); 7. pity, meekness, piety, religion: a. at
tribute of these character-traits in icons; b. 
Egypt: they never figh t other, weaker animals, 
but only st ronger ones; they never hurt cattle 
when in their midst ; and when a traveller has 
lost his way th ey will help him to find it again; 8. 
pride: he cannot Oex h is knee: "The elephant 
hath joints, but none for courtesy: his legs are 
legs for necessity, not for Oexure": Troil. 2, 3; 
9. purity: a. white tusks; b. elephants were used 
in 'virginity-tests' (like unicorns, lio ns, stags): if 
the animal killed the girl , she was not a virgin 
(any more) ; the "magic power of chastity"; c. 
they are enraged by highly coloured clothes 
(like bulls by red); 

10. ponderosity ; 11. insensibility: Christian: 
a sinner ; 12. the earth : a representative of the 
clemen t (q.v.) ; 13. the Rising Sun: symbol of it 
in some icons; they pur ify themselves with wa
ter and salute the rising sun with their raised 
trunks: Plutarch ('Clevern. of Anim.') ; 14. a 
mount of kings and deities; 15. related to 
Bacchus: an elephant is sometimes said to have 
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11~·companied him on his agricultural mission to 
India ; 16. their natural enemies: snakes; they 
11void pigs; 17. her.: a. power; b. cunning, sa-
11ucity; c. willingness to be guided; d. chastity; 
c. courage; f. chosen particularly by those who 
hove made distant travels; 18. psych: a. the 
power of the libido; b. a theriomorphic symbol 
of the Self in dreams; 19 a winged elephant: 
douds; 

20. an elephant's head: attribute of Africa 
(cmbl.) ; 21. "An Elephant's child -who was full 
of 'satiable curiosity": Kipling ("An Elephant's 
Child"); 22. Elephant and Castle: an elephant 
was originally printed on the 'guinea' to show 
where the gold came from; later a castle was 
udded; 23. children's rhymes: a. "The elephant 
IN u pretty bird, It flits from bough to bough; It 
huilds its nest in a rhubarb tree, And whistles 
like a cow"; b. from this was derived a taunt
ing-rhyme, when a stale joke has been told: 
"ha, ha , ha, hee, hee, hee, Elephant's eggs in a 
rhubarb tree". 
eleven 

I. the character of the symbol (1 - 1): a. 
hlllance; b. unity; c. the Twin Mountain ; 2. re
lutcd to Twelve (q.v.) as making up the best 
rnoperative psychic group ('complete' 12): a. 
the group formed by 11 subordinates and a 
leader: in the game of Haxey Wood (= 
"Witches' Wood"): there are eleven players 
('boggens'), a Lord , and a Fool; cf. in Carnaval 
the 11 Counsellors, the Prince and the Jester; b. 
thus 11 can be a twin of 12or 13 ; ~ · surfeit of 
rnmplellon and perfection: A. Christian: a. sin, 
transgression, intemperance; b. after Judas 
(Christ's substitute sacrificial victim) had left, 
there were 11 Apostles and Christ; B. transition 
(lo a new cycle): v. J. Joyce, below; 4. months 
of gestation for a horse; 5. Egypt: candidates 
IM the rites of Isis (v. Apuleius' "Golden Ass") 
were initiated on the 11th day, after 10 days of 
ubstinence; 6. Hebrew: Joseph was the 11th 
tribe of Israel; 7. J. Joyce: number of renewal 
(ufter the complete cycle of ten); 8. weather
prognostication: "rain before seven, fine before 
eleven": proverb; 9. hours of sleeping: for wick
ed ness: v. Sleeping for the other numbers. 
eleven hundred 

J. betrayal: the number of shekels given as a 
reward to Delilah for betraying Samson (Judg. 
16); v. Silver ; 2. caddish behaviour: the amount 
of money stolen from Micah's mother by her 
w n: Judg. 17, lff.; 3. it may be considered as 
the tenfold of 110, which is a number of com-

elk 

pletion (e.g. of a man's age), with the unfavour
able sense of multiplicity. 
elf 

I. general: I . the elves can be divided into 
two groups; in practice, however, those are of
ten hardly distinguishable from fairies and 
dwarfs: a. Liosalfar: Light-elves; b. Dockalfar: 
Black elves; 2. etym. perhaps related to a root 
meaning 'nightmare'; 

II. Light-elves: a. they are agelessly old 
(probably remnants from subdued smaller 
races); b.· they do not need food; c. their dwell
ings are poor, but glow with the valuables got 
from the earth ; d. they do not work; but if they 
do, they do it without exertion or loss of time; 
e. their lives are devoted to dance, music, and 
love; but in these occupations, as in their end
less lives, they are not happy; f. they beg for 
the love of the humans, though the latter are 
lower-classed; "And the elves also, Whose little 
eyes glow Like the sparks of fire, befriend 
thee": R. Herrick ("Hesperides", "The Night· 
piece, to Julia"); g. they have no religion , and 
endlessly seek after-security about their future 
happiness; h. their gifts are apparently worth
less, but turn to gold at the rising of the sun (or 
the other way round); 

III. Black elves: the ugly kind (v. also Dwarf): 
a. they live in the dark corridors of mountains, 
on burial grounds and cemeteries; b. they some
times steal human children and replace them by 
freaks ('changelings'); c. the elves can change 
themselves into swans, by putting on a certain 
swan-shirt, o r swan-ring; when these are stolen, 
they try to get them back by all means (v. 
Swan); 

IV. literary references: 1. W. Blake: =Fairy 
=the real joys of natural life; 2. Fr. Thompson: 
to be a child is .... "to be so little, that the elves 
can reach to whisper in your ear" ("Shelley"); 

V. combinations: 1. 'elf-bolts', or 'elf-ar
rows': prehistoric flint implements, with which 
the elves were supposed to hurt cattle (and peo
ple); 2. 'elf-locks': a tangle of woman's hair, 
matted so that it is hard (and unlucky) to undo 
it; especially Queen Mab (q.v.) was !esponsible 
for thiS; ref. Rom. 1, 4 ; 

VI. v. Dwarf. Fairy. 
elk 

1. the elk suffers from dizziness, which may 
be momentarily cured by rubbing his left hoof; 
therefore his hoof can be used to cure all dis
eases connected with dizziness, but make sure 
you have the left hoof; 2. elk-horns are a talis-
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ell ipse 

man against many forms of evil, like all horns 
(q.v.); 3. shares in the symbolism of deer, stag, 
moose, etc. 
ellipse 

a very ambiguous form: I . the Universe 
(Egypt); 2. the World of the Dead, the Under
world (its m irror): Egypt; 3. the element Air is 
presented as an erect ellipse; 4. the supercon
scious. 
elm 

1. myth.: a. Germ.: the first woman who 
Lived in Middaugard was Embla (= elm), whose 
husband was Askr (= ash); b. Graeco-Roman: 
sacred to Bacchus: v. next; 2. connected with 
the vine: the vine is trained o n the elm; togeth
er they represent: a. natural sympathy, unity; 
b. benevolence; c. marriage: v. 4, a; 3. related to 
burial (-places): a. Homer: an elm was planted 
near the barrow of a hero (1 1. 6, 419); cf. Philo
stratus (Heroica 3, l); b. "The piler (pillar) 
elm, the cofre unto careyne" (= corpses): 
Chaucer (PoF 177); 4. related to fertility 
(rites): a. the image o f man needing woman : 
the elm needs the vine to have value (beside its 
leaves), and the vine needs the elm for support: 
Ovid (Metam. 14, 661 ff.); b. one of the trees 
under which Baalim-sacrifices were held (Hos. 
4 , 13); however, the translation as 'terebinth' 
('elah) as opposed to oak ('allon) may be right 
because of the solitary position of the tree; c. 
the shade of an elm promotes the growth of 
plan ts: Pliny (17, 18); 

5. longevity: "The moan or doves in im
memorial elms": Tennyson ("The Princess" 7); 
6. form: a. beauty, grace: the tree has a grace
ful, arching and vase-like crown; b. stateliness 
and height: airy elms arc the perches fo r cooing 
wood-pigeons and moa ning turtle-<loves in Ver
gil (Eel. 1, 57ff.); c. shade: "Under the shady 
roof Of branching elm star-proof': Milton 
("Arcades" 88); 7. justice: it was the custom 
for those who d ispensed justice in the name of 
the Lord of the Castle to sit down under the 
elms planted in front of the castle-gate; 8. 
Christian: strength (though it has proved a 
weak giant, susceptible to many diseases); 9. 
fuel : like "smouldering flax" 1t gives no flame 
when burnt; 10. D. Thomas: "as straight as an 
elm" ("A Hunchback in the Park") ; l I. folk· 
lore : a. the bark, whe n chewed, was used as a 
poul tice against dog-bites ("Daph nis and 
Chloe"I) ; b. the leaves and bark are vulneraries; 

. especially potent, when taken off the graves of 
kings killed by wounds. 
Elmo's Fire, St. 

I . a bright light, or fire (electrical dis
charge), sometimes seen in a severe storm at sea 
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o n projecting parts of a ship (or aeroplan~. 
sometimes on mountains): it indicates that llw 
worst part is yet io come, but according 10 
others, I hat it is over; 2. it is generally though I 
of as a twin-light: "On the topmast, The yards. 
and bore-sprit (= bowsprit), would I flame dis 
tinetly, Then meet and join": Temp. I, 2; 3 
Graeco-Roman: a. manifestat ion of the Divi111• 
Twins (Castor and Pollux); lhey called them 
llelen (possible der. for Elmo), after the sistc1 
of these gods; b. Pliny: a good omen, when thl' 
glow is double: it signifies protection by th•• 
Twins; if single, it means shipwreck; 4 . Chris 
tian: a. the Christian Greeks soon called it St 
Helena's fire (who found the True Cross); b. St. 
Elmo (perhaps related to Erasmus, patron sain t 
of sailors) died at sea during a severe storm; on 
his death-bed he promised the sailors, that he 
would show himself in some form, if they WCrl' 

destined to survive; 
5. folklore: it is the ghost of a drowned, 

comrade, warning of the approaching ship· 
wreck, or disaster. 
emanation 

I . 0. T.: Wisdom is "a certain pure emana
tion of the glory of the almighty God", con
veying hersel f to "holy souls"; she herself is 
also "almighty", and represented as a being 
.(female; cf. Hagia Sophia, who o nly changed 
sex when she became Sanctus Spiritus) beside 
the also Almighty Male Yahweh: Wisdom 7, 25; 
2. W. Blake: the outcast, imaginative part of 
man (or God); the opposite of the Spectre, q.v. 
emasculation 

I . mock-assassination. replacing life-sacri
fices to the Great Goddess, but originally pre
ceding them; 2. sympathetic magic: a. to the 
cutting of the grain, which thus becomes sancti
fied; b. to enforce rebirth in spring; e. as a fert i
lizer: thrown on the land; 3. related to the 
Sacred Heel (q.v.), which did not touch the 
ground after the 'thigh' was disloca ted with the 
surgery; 4. later this in turn was substituted by 
circumcision, as the dislocation was mimed by 
wearing the buskin; 

5. emasculated gods: a. Uranus; b. Seth: in 
his eternal figh t with Horus, who had lost one 
eye (Horus = Sun); 6. v. Castration . 
embers 

I . old age: the last smouldering of the fire 
of life; 2. related to gloom: "Where glowing 
embers through the·room Teach light to coun
terfeit a gloom, Far from all resort of mirth, 
Save the cricket on the hearth": Milton ("11 
Penseroso" 79); 3. tossed over one's head into a 
runnning brook: a magic to punish a deserting 
lover: Vergil (Eel. 8, lOlff.). 

embrace 
I . emblem of copulation, affection. love: 

" I he grave 's a fine and private place, But none, 
I think, do there embrace": A. Marvell ("To llis 
I ·11y Mistress"); 2. concord; ·3. deceit: cf. Judas' 
kl~~: 4. under the arms o r at the feet: embrace 
111 an inferior or one seeking favour; however, v. 
''''" Foot for the magic power of foot-clasping. 
emerald 

I . general: a. a b right green beryl, valued 
htp.hly since 2,000 B.C.; there were important 
1111ncs in Egypt; b. smaragd us was a collective 
1111mc for green stones (cf. 'carbuncle' for red); 
' period: a. May; b. spring - rebirth; c. haw-
1h11rns and willow; 3. Zodiac : Gemini; 4. vir
l1ws: A. general: a. success in love (green), do
llll'~tic happiness; b. gives the ability to fo retell 
lhl· future; c. turns pale, when the wearer is in 
.J,1n~cr of betrayal; protects against evil ton
vuc~; B. medicinal: a. related to the eyes: averts 
lh•· evil eye· sharpens eye-sight: Nero wore em-
1·1ald eyegl;sses; b. protects against diseases in 
1•1•ncral (already F.gyptian and Etruscan); the 
lnllucnce of evil spirits; untimely loss of virgini-
1 Y: difficult childbirth; C. for those born under 
11 a. character: easy-going; b. inventive and ht-
1•111ry intellect; 

5. it symbolizes: a. immortality: w idely 
tl\Cd in the Church (v. below); b. true love; but 
, 1, green and blue for love; c. v. 4 , and Green; 
11 long-suffering: not to be overcome by temp-
1.1tion; 6. its character : a. peace and prosperity; 
h a fee ling for justice; c. reserve, un)ess intellec
lually roused; 7. her.: a. freedom; b. happiness; 
, beauty; d. friendship; e. health; f. hope; 8. 
l1 1ble-references (Hebr. ' nophek': all stones are 
dubious): a. the first stone of the second row 
1111 the Breast-plate of the Highpriest:. either the 
tdbc of Judah, or Dan (v. also Ephod); ref. Ex. 
l!I, 18; b. were obtained from Syria (Eze. 27, 
16); c. the gates (or the foundat io ns) of the 
New Jerusalem are to be made of sapphire and 
1·mcrald, etc.: Tob. 13, 21, and Rev. 21, 19;d. 
1hc throne of God: Rev. 4, 3; 9. Christian: a. 
l;1ith; b. purity, chastity; c. the gem of the 
Pope; d. legends: a. an emerald fell from Satan's 
l'rown, when he fell from Heaven; b. the H. 
<:rail was made of it, because of the purity of 
11s rays; 

\0. combinations: a. the Emerald Table 
('Tabula Smaragdina'): one of the works of 
Hermes Trismegistus, the best-known text of 
which is "So above, so below" (important to 
remember in symbolism); b. the Prince of the 
Emerald: Horus (representing eternal youth and 
fertility); cf. Phoebus' throne: Ovid (Metam. 2, 
24); c. the Lady of the Emera ld: Isis (Horus' 

Endymion 

mo ther): Our Lady, Queen of Heaven, Star of 
the Sea, etc.; d. emerald eyes: those of Beatrice 
(hope): Dante (Purg. 31, I 16); e. the Emerald 
Island: Ireland; but o ften used in comparison 
with any green island(s): "The gallant Frith the 
eye might note, Whose islands on its bosom 
float, Like emeralds chased in gold": W. Scott 
("Marm ion" 4); f. D. Thomas: ("It is the sin
ners' dust-tongued bell"): a. creative + sea 
(Venus); b. related to the Emerald Table (v. 10, 
a) of Hermes Trismegistus as patron of poetry. 
empero r 

I. absolute rule, tyranny; 2. W.B. Yeats 
("Byzantium"): God and Man = the supreme 
artist = the human imagination; 3. D. Thomas : 
" hunger's emperor": a. Christ hanging between 
two thieves; b. the Phallus = the Word = poetic 
creation =God's Tool =Christ. 
Empero r, The -

I. represented: a grey, bearded figure seated 
on a throne (earth); in his hand he holds his 
symbols of power: an orb (sometimes made into 
a sceptre, with a cross on top) and a phallic, 
neur-<le-lys sceptre (sometimes in the form of 
an elongated Ansate Cross; v. Cross); on his 
throne, shield, or dress, are rams' heads or a 
heraldic eagle; in the background we see (a) 
mountain(s), symbolising uny ie lding authority 
and· solitary heights; 2. denotes: a. the Great 
Father-Creator: Jupiter-Yahweh-Ammon-Mar
duk-Hercules; b. materialism (4th arcana: v: 
Four): temporal and evanescent power; c. the 
Minstrel-Magician after his union with the 
High-Pries tess has transformed her into the Em
press; a union, but not necessarily marriage; d. 
reason and intellect having conquered the emo
tions and the subconscious; e. severity comple
mented by high-minded mercy; f. astrol.: Earth, 
or Jupiter. 
Empress, The -

\. represented: a winged matron seated on a 
throne with a crown (like the Emperor ; some
t imes of 12 stars); she has the same sceptre as 
the Emperor, but her shield has an eagle turning 
the other way (to heraldic left) or the Venus
symbol; she sometimes wears Venus' pearly 
necklace and a myrtle crown; she is surrounded 
by (stylized) fo rms of vegetation, a fecund 
mouse, etc.; 2. denotes: a. the Great Mother 
Hera-Venus, lsis-Hathor, Mary; b. the generative 
act ivity of the subconscious fertilized by the 
Emperor's intellectual ideas; c. the (virginal) 
High-Priestess after union with the Minstrel
Magician; d. generosity and affective persua
sion; e. astral.: Venus (beauty), or Earth. 
Endymion 

I . the sun about to plunge into the sea; 
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engine 

Selene's love is the light of the rising moon fall
ing on the sun, as he sinks into the sea (her 
element); the fifty daughters are the fruits de
rived from the mutual attraction of dormant 
nature (Zeus granted him immortality in sleep) 
and moonlight ; 2. a man trespassing on a wo
man's realm, and murderously assaulted; 3. the 
sun-king asleep at night, living with the harem 
of the High-Priestess o f the Moon, and the 50 
other priestess-princesses. 
engine 

1. especially (cunning) war-machinery: a. 
"O you mortal engines, whose rude throat s The 
immortal Jove's dread clamours counterfeit, 
Farewell! Othello's occupation 's gone!' 0th. 
3, 3; b. in particular " the fatal engine" = the 
Trojan Horse (Tit. Andr. 5, 3), derived from 
Vergil's "fatalis machina" (Aen. 2, 237); 2. all 
mechanisms are seen as magical inventions 
which follow their autonomous existence and 
will; 3. the inhumane forces of modern society. 
England 

I. the English are proverbially mad.: ref. 
Ham. 5, I; 2. the English pretend to be first in 
human form, musicality, and well-supplied ta
bles: Erasmus; 3. sea-farers: "Others may use 
the ocean as their road, Only the English make 
it their abode": E. Waller ("Of a War with 
Spain" 25); 4. splendid isolation: "An English
man's house is his castle": proverb; 

5. they are melancholic: "An Englishman is 
never happy but when he is miserable, a Scotch
man never at home but when he is abroad, and 
an Irishman never at peace but when he is fight
ing": proverb; 6. drinking: a.· "Before the 
Romans came to Rye or out to Severn strode, 
The rolling English drunkard made the rolling 
English road": Chesterton; b. "In settling an 
island, the first building erected by a Spaniard 
will be ll church .... and by an Englishman, an 
alehouse": proverb; 7. rare combination of aris
tocracy and freedom; 8. determination and 
fighting-spirit (only) in the face of danger : e.g. 
"When I warned them ( = the French) that 
Britain would fight on alone whatever they did, 
their generals told their Prime Minister and his 
divided Cabinet, 'In three weeks England will 
have her neck wrung like a chicken.' Some 
chicken; some neck": W. Churchill (Speech, 
Canadian Senate and House of Commons, 30 
Dec. 1941); 9. democracy: "England is the 
mother of Parliaments" : J . Bright (Speech in 
Birmingham, 1859); 

IO. "L'Angleterre est une nation de bou
tiquiers" (England is a nation of shopkeepers): 
attributed to Napoleon; cf. the remark by a 
German 'scientist' in 1922, that England had 
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been dead since 1649 ; 11. landscape: a park 
(fitting the emblematic Rose) : "England's green 
and pleasant land": W. Blake ("Milton", pref.) ; 
12. dressing: a. " Long beards heartless, Gay 
coats witless, Makes England thriftless" : a Scot 
tish taunting-rhyme; b . "We don' t bother much 
about dress and manners in England, because as 
a nation we don't dress well and we've no man 
ners": G.B. Shaw ("You never can tell" I); 13. 
colonists: "And what would they know of 
England, who only England know?": R. Kipling 
("The English Flag"); 14. guided by learning: 
"When Oxford draws knife, England's soon at 
strife" : proverb; 15. England is a paradise for 
women, the hell for horses, and the purgatory 
of servants (16th cent.); 16. the typical trees: 
" Of all the trees that grow so fair, Old England 
to adorn, Greater are none beneath the Sun 
Than Oak, and Ash, and Thorn": R. Kipling 
("A Tree Song"). 
Enitharmon 

W. Blake: I. wife, or Emanation, of Los 
(q.v.); the name = 'Enarithmon' ='numberless': 
the Great Goddess in her numberless forms; 2. 
she rules the Moon, as Goddess of Space, Spirit
ual Beauty, or Poetic Inspiration; 3. however 
high her place is, she is subject to error, not 
uncommonly fleeing from her consort. 
ensign 

1. there are several references in the Bible to 
ensigns on mountains, etc.: a. as a punishment 
other nations will overcome Israel: ·and he will 
lift up an ensign unto them from the end of the 
earth ; "and behold, they shall come with 
speed, swiftly": Isa. 5, 26; b. "One thousand 
shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of 
five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon 
upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign 
on an hill"·: Isa. 30, 17; cf. Ps. 74, 4; 2. a shift
ing ensign is followed by the damned in the 
Dark Plain outside Hell, the place for those who 
were neither good nor bad, and have lost their 
reason: Dante (Inf. 3); 3. v. Flag, Banner. 
entanglement 

1. an entanglement may be caused by 
branches (e.g. Osiris), nets, bonds, interlacing 
lines, a web, a trap, being immured, a castle 
being overgrown (e.g. Sleeping Beauty), earth 
covered with snow, etc.; 2. breaking away from 
an entanglement: evolution: a. the clearing 
away of the obstructions to a treasure, or to 
past riches (of fertility, the unconscious, etc.); 
b. related to the sun and his daily birth; 3. be
ing overgrown with entangling things: involu
tion (voluntary or not) : e.g. a . a voluntary re
turn to a less developed stage, in order to arise 
afresh (after due incubation); related to the 

vrll ' of fer tility-goddesses; b. return to the 
h•h'ly of) the womb; c. cosmic: the collective 
1lr t'11m, which separates one cycle of life from 
111111hcr; d. being overwhelmed and irrevocably 
hound by the strands of the subconscious; .4. 
1111 matted hair: v. Elf-lock. 
l phese 

1. cult of the Magna Mater, the Great God
.tr•~. a fertility Artemis, whose statue has 
hrr11sts all over; 2. city of magic and magical 
lnrrnulae: a. Acts 19, 19: "Many of them also 
which used curious arts brought their books 
11111cthcr, and burned them before all men" ; 
, 1,~where (Eph. 4 , 14) referred to as " the 
tlNi;ht of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
lhl'Y lie in wait to deceive"; b. also in Shake
•1•1·11rc : e.g. Err.; 3. a city of revelling: "an 
I phesian" = a ' boon companion' in Wiv. 4, 5; 
1114 2, 2. 
1phod 

prescribed in the priest-paraphernalia of the 
l'rlcst-texts (e.g. Ex. 28, 6) ; it was used for 
11rucular magic: e.g. Hos. 3, 4 ; it is condemned 
with the teraphim, etc.; it may have been a box 
h orn which lots were drawn, or connected with 
1hc mysterious Urirn and Thummim ; there 
was another ephod in the Holy of Holies: 
ISam. 21, 9; further ref.: Ex. 39, 2; Judg. 8, 
17; Judg. 17, 5. 
Ephraim 

L. the name Ephraim = 'fruitful': "For God 
hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 
uffliction" : Gen. 41, 52; 2. his tribe.quarrelled 
with the Midianites (who had largely formed 
Moses' religion), with Gideon, Jephthah, the 
house of David, etc., but . were again accepted 
hy the Lord when they repented: Jer. 31, 20; 3. 
their most important towns were Shiloh, 
Shechem, and "the head of Ephraim is Sama
ria": Isa. 7, 9; 4. they were notorious drunk
ards: "Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunk
ards of Ephraim ... ": Isa. 28, Hf.; 5. emblems: 
a. a bull; b. a bunch of grapes; 6. Zodiac: Leo; 
7. Ephraim and Manasseh (= 'Forgetting'): a. 
the motif of the younger brother supplanting 
the elder (Gen. 48, 14- 19); b . summer and 
winter, and further cyclic, binary functions. 
epilepsy 

1. because of its bizarre and dramatic 
symptoms it is a sickness which has been re
corded from the earliest times, and has always 
been regarded with awe; it was seen as: a. a 
divine or 'sacred disease' (Hippocrates): during 
the seizure the patients communicate with a god; 
regarded as a religious trance or 'ecstasy'; 
b. possession by the devil or evil spirits: already 
before the arrival of Christian views; 2. great 

Erinyes 

men, who were believed to have been epilep
tics: a. Julius Caesar; b. Muhammed; c. Crom
well; d. Peter the Great; e. Napoleon; f. Hitler 
('carpet-eater'); we only know for certain about 
Flaubert and Oostoyevsky. 
Epiphany 

I. etym.: Gr. 'epiphanein' = to manifest; 2. 
the Greek festival celebrating the appearance 
(or manifestation) of a deity; 3. Christian: origi
nally January 6th was the date on which 
Christ's birth was celebrated; as the da te for the 
manifestation of Christ to the Gentile Magi it is 
of Eastern origin, where, however, it was main
ly concerned with Christ's baptism and his first 
miracle at Cana; the feast was given greater im
portance, also in the West, than ·Christmas to 
avoid the coincidence with all those Egyptian, 
Babylonian, etc. virgin-goddesses, all giving 
birth to Sun-light-gods on that day ; the 6th of 
January, however, was not much better, since 
that ended the series of festivals lasting Twelve 
Days ('Twelfth Night'), e.g. the Saturnalia; 4. 
the best-known winter-solstice rite of all those 
which are meant ta. dispel the destructive old
year spirits, and 'easing' the birth of the new 
sun (year) was the feast of the Teutonic god
dess of spinning and · ploughing, Berch ta (the 
Great Goddess as crone), when people in noisy 
bands, gro tesquely masked, and performing 
elaborate dances, held a winter-carnaval; the 
tradition is still continued in New Orleans. 
where the Carnaval season does not start on 
November 11th (as in most places in Europe), 
but on January the 6th; 5. the English king or 
queen still offers gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
at the altar in the Chapel Royal on that day; for 
the meaning of the gifts: v. Magi; 6. v. Twelfth 
Night. 
equator 

when people cross the equator ('The Line') 
for the fir st time they lose their hair ; if not 
automatically, then by a sa ilor's practical joke 
(ref. Temp. 4, l ) ; often 'Neptune' appears on 
board himself, and with a wooden razor the 
soaped men are 'shaven'. 
Erinyes 

1. goddesses of vengeance (perhaps original
ly one; three. being the first 'split-up' of female 
deities); they may have originated in the ghosts 
of those murdered; or in the avenging aspect of 
the Great Earth Goddess (vengeance = the res
toration of the balance); 2 . they sprang from 
the Earth, fertilized by the blood from Uranu~· 
castrated parts; (also therefo~e) they are chtho
nian demons (q.v.), whose home is the Under
world, but who rise to the earth to restore the 
balance upset by any infringement of the laws 
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ermine 

oi human society (and may thus have been 
Themis originally); as chthonian demon s they 
sometimes are represented as dogs or serpents; 
3. remorse, guilt turned upon itself, to the de
struc tion of the guilty; 4 . symbols of involutive 
fragmentation of the unconscious ('tearing man 
apart'); cf. Multiplicity. 
ermine 

l. general: a. the nam e applied to several 
Northern weasels in t heir winter-coat; but those 
which are used for royalty etc. must be from 
the 'Mustela erminea' = the 'stoat', of which 
only those living in cold climates have the com
pletely white coat and black tail-tip in w inter ; 
b. placed in mud, it will rather kill itself, or go 
through fire, than contaminate itself; 2. sym
bolizes: a. royalty, peerage ; b. justice, modera
tion ; judges and lawyers wore cloaks of ermine 
(e.g. Langland, P. Ploughm. Bk. 3); c. purity, 
chastity; the la tter esp. in the M.A.; d. attribute 
of Touch ; 3. her.: a. prudence; b. courage; c. 
cleanliness; d. dignity, sovereignty , etc.; 4. 
folklore: at a farm it brings luck, yet their eyes 
can cause sickness, and their breath can be 
fatal. 
Eros 

1. in art Eros is often depicted as riding a 
lion, a dolph in, or an eagle; or he is seated in a 
chariot drawn by wild boars or stags: he has 
power over the fiercest and fastest animals, o n 
land, at sea, o r in the a ir ; 2. the Eros-Psyche
myth: (v. Apuleius' "Golden Ass") variously 
explained as : A. introduction into full life : a. in 
marriage the 'rud e' p hallus may undo an unreal
istic romance; b. death is the fina l part of life 
(Eros as a chthon ic snake); cf. Father ; B. the 
Dawn (Spring) Maid overcome by the fierceness 
of the full sun ; she receives his attentions again, 
when his light is subdued; C. the wind carrying 
Psyche off suggests a time-myth ; besides being 
'swept off her feet' by her e motio ns; D. Chris
tian: the soul, before being united to its original 
divine essence, must be purified by suffering. 
eruca 

l. a genus of plants of the 'Cruciferae' fami
ly, found in the mountains; 2 . aphrodisiac: 
Ovid (De Arte Am. 2, 4 23),. Juvenal (Sat. 9, 
134). 
Esther 

I . according to the m ythological explana
tion, the Purim-feast was originally a feritilit y 
(midwinter or spring) festival, celebrating the 
victory of the light-god Marduk (Mordecai) 
over the god .of darkness Haman (Uman), while 
Esther = Ishtar, and Vashti = Mashti ; 2. Esther 
underwent I 2 (lunar) mo nths of purification (6 
with oil of myrrh, a nd 6 with 'sweet odours': 

168 

rain and summer period), before she went inl11 
the King's room; o n the 13th day of the 12t h 
m onth (February-March) Mordecai was to h1• 
killed (as was decreed on the 13th day of !Ill' 
l st month : March-April) ; Esther's help to Mor 
decai is intro duced by touching the obviou~ly 
phallic sun-king's 'golden sceptre'; the sign nl 
Mo rdecai's victory is, that he gels the Kin~\ 
"golden ring", which was first given to Haman, 
the latter's face was covered (as a sign of ,, 
death-sentence, being the sun-king's substitu ll' 
sacrifice); Mordecai was at the height of Im 
power at midsummer (ch. 8 , 9): v. also 9 , 4 ; J 
as Marduk and Ishtar were, in many respects, 
androgynous gods (changing into o ne anotlll'I 
in time), it is not surprising, tha t later, accord 
ing to the orthodox, the Purim-feast 'degener 
ated': men dressed as women, and v.v.; 4. M.A. 
the emblem of the Church of the Gentile\, 
which was preferred to Vashti = t he Synagogue, 
she saves her people from the ambushes of th1· 
impio us Haman, who represents the Devil. 
Ethiopia 

I. etym.: a. Ethiops, the son of Cush, W <IS 

the father of the Aksumawi, whose sons, called 
the "Fathers o f Aksum'', were the inhabitant\ 
of the Sabaean empire in the North of the 
cou n try; b. Gr. 'aithein' (= burn) + 'ops' ( 
face); c. from Herodotus (3, 90ff.) we know 
the Greeks divided the African from the Asiatic 
Ethiopians; the African were again divided in to 
those living on the so uthern border of Egypt , 
and the Ethiopians 'proper', who live on the 
other side of the terrible desert, and are very 
tall, strong, a nd long-lived; the semen of the 
Ethiopians (like that of the Indians) is as black 
as t heir sk in ; 2. the Greek derivation make 
some people be lieve that Hephaestos was the 
Ethiopians' ancestor ; 3. in another story they 
became dark, when Phaethon's lack of skill made 
the sun careen off its course (causing Libya to 
!urn into a desert) : Ovid (Metam. 2, 236ff.); 4 . 
according to Hom er the Ethiopians live at the 
end of the earth (e.g. Od. I, 22ff.): half of 
them in the country of the declining sun, half 
in that of the rising sun ; 5. it was generally 
considered the most distant of a ll lands, more 
specifically the Farthest East people knew, a 
country in which all fabled things could be be
lieved to exist, e.g. the unicorn (q .v.) ; 6. in the 
0.T. the re ar e many references to it , as a pow
erful country (often referred to as 'Cush'), inhab
ited by 'careless' Ethiops (e.g. Eze. 30, 9); 7. 
a/ch.: ' caput corvi' and ' nigredo': the initial 
stage (of the soul) on the road lo evolution ; 8. 
Jung: (like Negroes, Indians, savages, etc.) the 
Shadow (q.v.) or ' darker ' side of one's personal-

111, 11. "And Silvia ... Shows Julia but a swarthy 
I thl11p" : Gent. 2, 6; also fig.: "Ethiop words, 
lol~· k1•1 in the ir effect": A YL 4 , 3; I 0. related 
t11 1111· ~tory of Prester John, where, again , his 
~t11v1lo111 Ethiopia is supposed to lie in the ex-
11~1111· Orient. 

ulenspiegel, Tyll 
I ctym.: "owl-glass"; 2 . personification of 

th1· loot. the knave; the Trickster-archetype; 3. 
hi• hum our and practical jo kes and pranks gen-
1111 lly depend on puns, a deliberate interpre ta-
111111 ol some metaphorical command , thus re-
1~11111• realism to the unrealistic part of human 
1••'l'l'h; 4. the individual, who, with peasant 

v. 11 , 1s victorio us over the narrow-minded, con-
1!1 ~lt·nding townsman, clergy, and nobility; 5. 
h" wns baptized three times: in the font, in 
111 1111, und in hot water. 
Su11hrates 

I general: a. nam e: Sumerian Buranunu (= 
t ,11.,1t River' ), Baby!. Puratta; Hebr. Perath; 
l\i.1h. Nahr al Furat, or Frat; b. the largest river 

111 Asia, but barely navigable, because of its 
.11111Inwness, and bad for sailing as wind and 
•l11•11m go in the same direction ; c. many of the 
I 1111 ous cities were situated on it: Babylon ('the 
vh11y of kingdom'), Ur, Nippur, etc.; d . the 
Vl\',11 fertilizer, with an early canal-system, 
1h11 ui:h it also has damaging floods ; 2. the 
l11mth river of the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2, 
Iii) , la ter forming the b_order of the land prom
l•l'tl to Abraham and his seed (the other bemg 
1h1· ~reat river of Egypt) ; 3. in Rev. 4 .angels of 
1h·,truction rise out of it (9, 14) and a vial 
1•1ured out on it by an angel dries it up (16, 
1 >): 4. the irreversible nature of a process, and 
11111c (like any river) ; 5 . fluid cosmos passing 
.u rnss the material world (= Babylon) in 2 di
ll'l' tions: involution and evolution. 
Eurydice 

I . nature-myth: dawn, who returns to dark-
111•ss when her husband-sun travels on through 
1hc sky without her ; 2. psych.: a. t he poet's 
'11 111ma', escaping him, when he wants to get a 
1lhcct 'realistic' view of her ; or discarded by his 
'11•ason' (ego); b. a half-formed, intuitive vision , 
~rnttered through the sudden transition to pcr
"mal desire ; c. undeveloped intuitive or imagi-
11,1tive sensibility; d. in Dante: sublimated into 
lkatrice, who is left behind in the Underworld 
111 llell in the form of Francesca da Rimini (C. 
~of Inf.) in earthly form; cf. Vergil, Aen.: Dido. 
Ev• 

I . artlessness, guile lessness; 2. beauty: 
" Adam the goodliest man of men since born, His 
.ons, the fairest of her daughters Eve": Milton 
(Par. Lost 4 , 323f.); 3. gentleness; 4 . spinner (as 

excrements 

earliest and most typically feminine occupa
t b n) : " When Adam do lve, and Eve span, Who 
was then the gentleman?": (attributed to) John 
Ball ; 5 . Gnostic: some held that creation was 
made by an inferior being (exploding the myth 
of the Jews as the Chosen People), w ho may 
have been Yahweh, and the Serpent of Wisdom 
('Sophia') warned Eve against his deceptions; 6. 
St. A ugusti11e: Adam and Eve had sexual int er
course without lust (and pleasure?) before the 
Fall ; 7. M.A.: a. Eve rising from Adam's side 
prefigures the Blood from Jesus' side (= Eucha
rist) and water (= Baptism) ; b. the re are endless 
med ieval (desk-) comparisons showing where 
Eve (Eva, materia l, formal aspect of life, the 
mother of all material life) went wrong, and 
Mary (Ave) put t hings righ t (as the m other-of
all-souls); cf. Eros-Ares; 8. pride: Eve's legacy: 
Gent. 3, I ; 9. for Eve= the serpent = the god
dess of the underworld : v. Serpent (K, 2). 
evening 

I . "The evening crowns the day": proverb ; 
2. peacefulness: "So let us welcome peaceful 
ev'ning in": Cowper (''The Task"); rest: the 
time for arrival ; 3. dead quie t : "When the even
ing is spread out against t he sky, Like a patient 
etherised upon a table": T.S. Elio t ("The Love 
Song of J .A. Prufrock"); 4 . colourless: "and 
twilight gre) Had in he r sober livery all things 
clad": Milton (Par. Los! 4, 598f.); 5. in volu
tion, return to the ch aotic darkness of night, to 
prepare for rebirth in the morning ; 6. m an's 
life: middle-age (Aristotle: old age); v. Day ; 7. 
season: autumn (Aristotle: winter); 8. evening 
deities: lead to the darkness of the Underworld. 
evergreens 

I. permanence; 2. eternity, immortality ; 3. 
used in midwinter-festivals to enforce the re
turn of fertility; especially re lated to the mistle
toe, q.v.; 4. used in funera l rites, churchya rds, 
etc.; 5. poverty . 
ewe 

I. the single possession of a poor man in 
Nathan's parable (to show David he did wrong 
by desiring and taking Bathsheba): 2Sam 12, 3; 
2. Greek: the fir st day of every month a ewe
Jamb was offered to Hera as death-goddess; 3. v. 
S heep. · 
excrements 

l. related to gold: e.g. the story of the Ass 
who defecated gold ; this idea is confirm ed by 
psychology: the anus has been an object of vE;n
era tion fro m earliest times; relics are to be 
found in the Crusaders, who anointed them
selves with the excrements o f the Pope, and the 
witches who kissed the fundament of the Mas
te r of the Sabbat ; cf. Fundament; 2. Dante: in 
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exile 

the " Inferno" the Flatterers are punished, who 
are com pletely covered with excrements (C. 
18); 3. a/ch.: 'nigredo', the dark stage eventual
ly leading to the light of the 'aurum philosophi
cum'; 4. in many cases the possession, the use, 
or even the swallowing of a potent person's ex
crements, gives one power over that person 
(especially over evil persons). 
ex ile 

1. often the punishment of those who have 
(unwittingly) killed a kinsman , e.g. Cain and 
Oedipus; going into exile for a year was a com
mon way of purifying oneself of various crimes; 
v. Pig's blood; 2. modern: ostracism, the great
est fear of modern man in society . 
eye 

I. general symbolism: I. sun: 'the beauteous 
eye of heaven': a. Egyptian hier.: sun.gods: 
Horus, Ra, Osiris; b. = the eye of Horus: the 
other eY,e he had lost in his eternal fight with 
Seth (Saturn), who had lost his genitals; 2. 
knowledge: a. Egypt: iris + pupil = 'sun in the 
mouth' = the Creat ive Word, and divine omnis
cience of Horus and Osiris; b. Cherub : v. lll, 4 , 
c; c. Argus: Io's guard; 3. understanding (sacred 
fire): "The courtier's, soldier's, scholar's, eye, 
tongue, sword" where the 'eye' refers to the 
scholar: Ham. 3, I; abode of the mind ; 4.judg
ment: a. "What we behold is censured by o ur 
eyes": Marlowe ("Hero and Leander" 1 ); b. 
"Let e very eye negotiate for itself And trust no 
agent": Ado 2, 1; 

5. authority: a. his fair front "and eye su
blime declared Absolute rule": Milton (Par. 
Lost 4, 300f.); b. "And then the justice .... With 
eyes severe and beard of formal cut...": A YL 2, 
7; 6. care: ''The master's eye makes the horse 
fat": proverb; 7. life.: a. "closing one's eyes"= to 
die: "Dust hath closed Helen's eye": Th. Nashe 
'("A Lament in Time of Plague"); b. Egypt: in a 
creat ion-myth, man was born from the eye of 
Ra; c. "f'rom women's eyes this doctrine I de
rive: They sparkle st ill (= always) tlie right 
Promethean fire; They are the books, the arts, 
the academes, That show, contain, and nourish 
all the wor ld": LLL 4, 3; 8. orb, world: "Let us 
possess one world, each hath one, and is o ne. 
My face in thine eye, thine in mine appears .... ": 
J. Donne ("The Good-morrow"); 9. guardian of 
the spiritual, inner man (as the teeth are of the 
material inner man), of the soul, or of the 
heart: "Her eyes like angels watch them (=lips, 
= love ) still": T. Campion ("Cherry-Ripe"); 

I 0. spies: "Fields have eyes and woods have 
ears": proverb (1 3th cent.); 11. expressive of 
character: "There's language in her eye, her 
cheek, her lip, Nay, her foot speaks; her wanton 
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spirits look out At every joint and motive ul 
her body": Troil. 4, 5; 12. expressive of mood 
e.g. a. "the light of the body is the eye: if there 
fore thine eye. be single (= good), thy wholr 
body shall be full of light" (= knowledge an<I 
goodness): Matth. 6 , 22 (= Luke 11, 34); b. 
"Disdain and scorn ride sparkling in her eyes" 
Ado 3, l ; c. "Ear th' horol'lsa Nycheia" (And 
Nycheia with Spring in her eyes): Theocritu• 
(ld. IJ3!, 45); 13. love: a. the place, where lovl' 
begins (it ends in the mouth) and is yet pure 
those heavenly eyes of love, the seats of trUl' 
love, undefiled yet by the rest of the body; b 
" It is engendered in the eye": Mer. V. (Song. 
"Tell me where is Fancy bred": 3, ·2); cf. Tp 1, 
2; 14. window: both on to the outer world , as 
to the inner person (v. 12); 

15. vulva: Lat. euphemism: 'pupilla' = thu 
pupil of the eye, and 'little child'; 16. testicles· 
euphemism, which entered many myths: Oedi· 
pus probably did not blind himself originally, 
but emasculated himself: cf. the relation be· 
tween Allis and his mother Cybele; v. also I, I, 
b, for another eye - testicle context; cf. 
Daphis, the son of Hermes and a Nymph, who 
fell in love with a king's daughter; 17. often 
related to pearls: a. "Those a re pearls that were 
his eyes": Tp. l , 2; b. "The eye is the pearl or 
the face": proverb; 18. psych.: a. the maternal 
bosom, with the pupil as the child in it (cf. 15); 
b. the soul, often visualized as a (glass) globe 
with eyes on all sides; c. the Mystic Centre; d. 
God; 19. Gnostic: dewdrop; 20. her.: provi 
dence in government; 21. the Evil Eye: a. sor
cery: v. Folklo re below; b. the evil eye in Prov. 
usually means 'envious'; 

22. literary references: A. W. Blake: a. 
Cherub, the Accuser; b. the Glance of Divine 
Wisdom; c. the intellect: the opposite of the 
Seraphim = Love; B. W.B. Yeats: "lidless eyes 
that love the sun": the aristocracy seen as 
eagles; C. J. Joyce: escape and adventure (e.g. 
in "Dubliners": "An Encounter"); D. T.S. 
Eliot: a. ("Prufrock":) "And I have known the 
eyes already, known them all - The eyes that 
fix you in a formulated phrase .... ": the judging 
eyes of society; b. ("Preludes":) "eyes Assured 
of certain certainties": of the common people's 
fallacies; c. ("Rhapsody":) a. the whore: "and 
you see the corner of her eye Twists like a 
crooked pin" ; b. "I could see nothing behind 
that child's eye": lack of feeling and intelli
gence; c. "I have seen eyes in the street t rying 
to peer through lighted shutters": vulgar curios
ity as a substitute for intellectual inquisitive
ness; d. ("Burbank":) "lustreless protrusl\le eye 
Stares from the protozoic slime": spitltUlll te-

•••nlun; c. (Wh. of Imm.:) "L>affodil bulbs in-
11111 111 balls Stared from the sockets of the 
~"" hone lasts longer than flesh, ::mt thought 

~11td n111urc) longer than either; f. ("Waste 
I 11111" ) a. " I could not Speak and my eyes 
f1llP1t" Impossibility of modern man of making 
'"' 1 unl act with the Hyacinth girl (= love); b. 

I ht1,l' arc pearls that were his eyes": their 
1t .. 111y, but not their emotion .(e.g. they are 
1111 •1111hlc of producing tears); c. Tiresias' blind
"'"' ( inner vision) is the opposite of the 
h1111M' 111tcnt's "bold stare"; d. the red eyes fit in 
wll h lhc whole fire-red symbolism, + weeping+ 

•vr1111crs; g. ("Family Reunion":) the eyes of 
lh• Avengers hunting down the criminal; h. 
I ' llullow Men":) a. ' 'Those who have crossed 
Yillh <lircct eyes to death's other Kingdom" (= 
111111 <kuth) Remember us ... only as the hollow 
"""" the eyes (of the righteous) he fears; b. 
'I V•', I dare not meet in dreams (= human 
jlhl•nll'nt and reproach) In death's dream king-
1111111 I hcse do not appear": there everything is 
'"" indirectly: a world of illusion; c. the Hol
low Men a re "Sightless, unless The eyes reap-
1"'"' A s the perpetual star Multifoliate rose -
111 111-ath's twilight kingdom": the (only) hope 
111 1111•rcy and justice: the eyes of Love; 

II. colour: I. blue eyes: a. Elizabethan: a 
•ll'n ul debauchery (especially with dark rings 
11111111d them), a sign of being in love (e.g. A YL 
I, J); for the indication of pregnancy: v. Blue; 
h ,ky-dcities; c. innocence; d. the good fa iries 
11111 heroines of fairy-tales; e. "Where's the eye, 
h11w<•ver blue, Doth not weary?": Keats' ("Ode 
111 I uncy" 72); 2. green eyes: a. popular belief: 
11111111stworthy; b. jealousy: "The green-eyed 
1111111s1er": 0th. 3, 3; c. hope: Dante: Beatrice's 
•v•·~ are "emerald", q.v.; d. fertility.goddess: 
Alhune is sometimes given green eyes as such; 
l'•uHan. (l, 14) explains h er 'grey-green' (glauk
riprM) eyes as a Lybian myth: she was Posei-
111111'~ daughter and had his eyes; however, the 
11111e colour is given to serpents by Pindar 
IOlymp. 0. 6, 30); moreover 'glaux' = 'night-
11wl': her cult-animal; e. treasured in Elizabe-
1h11n times for their rareness: "an eagle, madam, 
ll111h not so green, so quick, so fair an eye": 
1111111. 3, 5; 3. grey eyes: Eliz.: Venus: "Mine 
•vr, are grey and bright and quick in turning" 
!Vrn. 139), where 'grey' means 'blue', which 
w11• the favourite colour (to go with blond hair) 
In women; 4. red eyes: a. with weeping: e.g. 
l'rnv. 23, 29; b. sometimes refers to Bacchus: 
wl1h drinking; c. Charon has eyes like 'glowing 
111ul' and around them 'wheels of flame', by 
which he draws the damned into his ferryboat: 
ll•nte (Inf. C. 3); d. the Erinyes; e. demoniac 

eye 

fury: "his eye Red as 't would burn Rome": 
Cor. 5, I , may refer to weeping; but "Beau
fort's red sparkling eyes blab his heart's mal
ice": 2H6 3, 1; (faces that look like a chidden 

· train), "and Cicero looks with such ferret 
and such fiery eyes": Caes. l, 2; 5. of two col
ours: the eyes of Alexander the Great: one 
black (night) and one blue (day); 

Jll. number: l. one eye: a. subhuman; b. di
vine om niscience: the all-seeing su n or its dei
ties, or the giants and monste rs representing its 
relentl<!ss, scorching aspect; c. extra-human ef
fo rt directed towards one aim, usually unfa
vourable: e.g. the lawless giant Cyclop; d. light: 
v. I, 12, a; e. Norse: Odin left one eye in the 
well of Mimir, in exchange for the runes, which 
gave him all wisdom; 2. two eyes: a. physical 
and spiritual normality; b. exterior: all binary 
functions: a divine quality: male/female, intelli
gence/Jove, sun/moon, Horus/Set, etc.; c. inte
rior: harmony: unity of vision; d. the heaven's 
two eyes: Apollo (Sun) and Diana (Moon): 
Dante (Purg. C. 20, 133); 3. three eyes: a. su
perhuman, divine: active, passive + neutral; 
creation, conservat ion + destruction, etc.; v. 
Three ; b. the divinity ca n be: a. benevolent: 
all-seeing, celestial wisdom, and inner reason; b. 
malevolent: the evil eye, one that scorches; c. 
Thor and Zeus were sometimes given three 
eyes~ the 3rd eye on the Zeus-statue on the 
acropolis of Argos is explained (Pausan. 2, 24) 
as showing his rule in all three worlds (beside 
'all-seeing'); d. Prudence (chief of the Cardinal 
Virtues) has three eyes: seeing the past, present 
and future: Dante (Purg. C. 29, 132); 4. multi· 
pie eyes: a. the night and the stars; b. the pos
sessor is left in darkness: Argus could not es
cape death; cf. many-eyed Satan in the Tarot; c. 
Cherubim (q.v.): in Ezekiel's vision the wheels 
had 'rings' (rims) with eyes upon them, and (in 
10, 12) their bodies too; cf. Egyptian Bes, com
pletely covered with eyes, a nd having 4 wings 
and a bird's tail; .sometimes in the M.A. also an 
attribute of the Seraphim a nd Thrones; d. the 
Seven Eyes of the Lamb of Rev. (ch. 5): the 7 
Spirits which God sent out over the world; 5. 
with double pupils : a witch (Ovid: Amores I, 8, 
15);or, the Evil Eye (Pliny 7, 2); 

IV. combinations: A. with a participle: I. 
bandaged (v. Blindness) : ~. blindness, igno
rance; b. slavery; c. impartiality (Themis); 2. 
changing: lack of joy: (about 'the moon) "And 
ever changing, like a joyless eye That finds no 
object worth its constancy": Shelley ("To the 
Moon"); 3. dazzled: a. at eternity: "I cannot 
reach it; and my striving eye Dazzles at it, as at 
eternity": Vaughan ("Childhood"); b. at a 
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eye 

monsuous crime: "Cover her face, mine eyes 
dazzle: she died yo ung": Webster (Duch. of 
Malfi, 4, 2); 4. g/illering: e.g. the Ancient Mari
ner (Coleridge); all those of the race of Helios 
(Sun) have 'flashing' eyes: Circe, Medea etc.; 5. 
rolling: "a rolling eye, a roving heart": proverb; 
6. 'sealed' eyes ('sealing': sewing the eyelids in 
training a falcon, or blinding a singing-bird to 
make it sing better) : a. hiding: "seeling night" : 
Mac. 3, 2; b. on the ~econd terrace of the 
Mount of "Purgatorio" the Envious are pun
ished by having their eyes sealed: "si com' a 
sparvier selvaggio Si fa, pero che queto non 
dimora" (as o ne does with a hawk, that does 
not stay quiet): C. 13, 71 f.; c. "Because the 
pleasure-bird whistles after the hot wires, Shall 
the blind horse sing sweeter?": Thomas; 7. shut
ting and winking: "to devise froward things"; 
Prov. pass.; v. also 'winking' below: C, 3; 8. 
squinting: attribute of Envy; 9. put out: (v. also 
Blindness) a. of kings: e.g. Zedekiah (Jer. 39, 
7); this may have the same meaning as in I , 16; 
b. "Eyeless in Gaza at the mill with slaves" : 
Milton ("Samson Agonistes" 41 ); c. "If thine 
eye offend thee, pluck it out": Matth. 18, 9; 

B. of animals: I . of a mole: intellectual and 
spiritual blindness; 2. of an eagle: sharpness: "A 
good surgeon must have an eagle's eye, a lion's 
heart, and a lady's hand": proverb; 3. of an 
owl: blindness, ignorance : " The ignorant hath 
eagle's wings and an owl's eyes": proverb; 

C. various combinations: I. multiple eyes 
and heads: the evil workings of Multiplicity: 
disintegration aqd decompo sition; 2. eyes in 
other parts: clairvoyance; 3. eye-signs: a. ser
vants' secret language: to the master, or behind 
his back; b. winking one's eye in the Bible may 
also mean: a. mocking a person: Ps. 35, 19; b. 
make a secret appointment: Prov. 6, 13: "He 
winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his 
feet, he teacheth with his fingers"; same in I 0, 
10 : "He that winketh with the eye, causeth sor
row"; c. v. 13, e, below; 4 . eyebeam: "Our eye
beams twisted, and did thread Our love upon 
one double suing": J. Donne ("The Ecstasy"): 
two lovers gazing at each other; 5. the 'inward 
eye': memory: e.g. Wordsworth's daffodils; 

, 6. curtains of the eyes: eyelids: "The fringed 
curtains of thine eye advance And say what 
thou seest yond": Tp. l , 2; 7. an e ye on top of 
the universe: Polaris; 8. an eye in a triangle: the 
Holy Trinity: the all-seeing eye of God; 9. an 
eye on a sceptre: M.A.: a. Omniscience; b. at
Uibute of Temperance and Modesty; 10. cof
fin-eyes: Egypt: eyes bored in coffins, to guide 
the souls of the mummies: one of the Horus
sun, one of Osiris as Underworld-and-Moon 
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god; 11. the apple of the eye: 'pupil': " Knp 
me as the apple of the eye, hide me under 1111 
shadows of thy wings": Ps. I 7, 8; : 2. b/i11d1w11 
v. separate: 13. two different eyes: a. fo r rnl 
our : v. II, 8; b. M.A.: one eye open, o ne l'Y• 
closed : Church and Sy nagogue; c. happim·'
and sorrow: "with an auspicious and a droppin~ 
eye" : Ham. I, 2; d. "With affection beam in1• 111 

one eye, and calculation shining out o f 1111· 
other": Dickens (" Martin Chuzzlewit" 8). 1· 

untrustworthiness: "He that winketh with 0111 

eye and looketh with the o ther, I would nnl 
trust him though he were my brother": pmv 
erb ; 14. bright eyes: of danger: " My mistrl'" 
still the open road and the br ight eyes of dan 
ger": R.L. Stevenson ("Underwoods"); 15. /1111 
eye: of a spirited horse: Ven. 296; 

Y. folklore: A. as an amulet: a. the eye 111 
Horus: against the Evil Eye, malice, envy, ell" , 
b. a sun-charm to ensure good health , hap(ll 
ness, and general protection against evil ; as sud• 
it was also a funeral gift to the dead, to guard 
the soul passing through the darkness of death, 
and enlighten his road; B. of animals: a. of .1 
cock: a talisman against witchcraft; v. Cock ; h 
o f a newt: a general talisman against disease and 
ev il; c. the chameleon's curious eye makes ,1 
powerful amulet; C. a throbbing eye: a . lei I 
('sinister' ): sorrow and tears; b. right : joy ; ll 
the Evil Eye: often oddly-set, or coloured, eye, 
indicate that they have the power of the Evil 
Eye, whether the possessor wants it or not ; tn 
avert unwanted harm being done, the possessor 
must look at something unimportant the fiN 
thing in the morning; there are innumerabk 
charms against it; E. for silver coins placed on 
the eyes of the dead: v. Silver. 
eye-brow 

l. defence: "Her brows like bended bows do 
stand, Threat'ning with piercing frowns to k ill 
All that attempt with eye or hand Those sacred 
cherries to come nigh" : T. Campion ("Cherry· 
Ripe"); 2. the abode of pride after it has been 
generated in the heart (Pliny 11, 52); 3. Mid 
gard (earth) was formed from the eyebrows ot 
the chaos-giant Ymir; 4. folklore: A. meeting 
eyebrows: a. "Beware of one whose eyebrows 
meet, because in his heart there is deceit"; b. 
Greek: a vampire; c. Norse: a werewolf; d, they 
will not live to marry; e. in men: hard-hearted· 
ness; f. in women : jealousy; B. far apart : cold
heartedness; C. close to the eyes: gravity; D. 
r<iised high from the eyes : timid inquisitiveness ; 
E. long: a sage; in childlore bushy eyebrows 
indicate a superstitious person. · 
eyelid 

1. raised eyelids: vigilance, observation; 2. 

" " '" ol the main so urces of a 'strange' woman's 
1llt.1l'lions: Prov. 6, 25; cf. Jes. Shir. 26 , 12: 
· I hl' fo rnication of a woman shall be known 

ltv 1hc ha ughtiness of her eyes and by her eye
lhh"; 3. God's eyelids ' try' the children of men, 
1111' 111\hteous: Ps. 11, 4f.; 4. W. Blake: intellec t; 
1 I Fye; 5. T. S. Eliot: "pressing lidless eyes" 

eyelid 

("Waste Land" II): insensitiveness; v. Eye; 6. in 
connection with animals lidless eyes are usually 
associated with eagles and reptiles (the latter as 
a regressive fo rm of life); 7. eye-lashes: a. of a ll 
animals only ostriches have lashes on both eye
lids (Pliny 11, 56); b. drop off through sexual 
excess (Pliny 11 , 56 ). 
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F 
1. did not exist separately in Hebrew (= 

vau); Egyptian hier.: asp; Celtic: alder tree; 
A.S. : 'money'; 2. symbolizes: a. fire, sun, life, 
father; b. fe rtility and felicity ; the fee lings; c. 
(protective) law and trial; d. failing: (generally) 
in educa tion ; it may mean 'fair' =3rd grade; 3. 
correspondences: a. body: ears and heart; b. 
astrol.: Taurus or Virgo; c. Tarot : the Lover(s). 
fabric 

1. transitoriness of this world: "And, like 
the baseless fabric of this vision, ... ": Tp. 4 , I ; 2. 
(transitory) literary works: "The stream of 
time, which is continually washing the dissolu
ble fabrick of other poets, passes without injury 
by the adamant of Shakespeare": S. Johnson 
("Ed ition of Shakespeare", pref.); 3. v. loom. 
Web, etc. 
face 

I . deity image: A. the sun: a. "Full many a 
glorious morning have I seen Flatter the moun
tain-tops with sovereign eye, Kissing with gol
den face the meadows green , Gilding pale 
streams with heavenly alchemy": Soon. 33; b. 
God's protection: "The Lord bless thee and 
keep thee: The Lord make his face shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee": Num. 6, 24; 
cf. "turn not the face of (= from) thine 
anointed": Ps. 132, 10; c. God's punishment: 
the face of God set against them that do evil (Ps. 
34, 16; Isa. 59, 2; Eze. 39, 23, etc.); d. Chris
tian: a. Trinity; b. the inward unity of double 
outward forms: nose, ears, eyes; e. Cabala: a. 
the Great Face (Macroprosopus): God showing 
himself after a concealment in eternity; in the 
Sephiroth (v. Sephira) the first five; b. the 
Small Face (Microprosopus): Sephiroth 6-10; 
f. part-lion, part-goat (= earth): fertility deity: 
Pan (but also part of the Chimaera); h. two 
faces: Janus: v. Door; 

B. the Moon : a. as a night-deity often called 
the Man in the Moon: v. Moon; b. Egypt: the 
face of Thoth ; c. Greek: a. a monstrous face to 
frighten the unclean and thus keep that home 

. of the gods clean; b. three-faced: Kore-Arte-
mis-Hecate; d. Norse: the face of Mani, the 
Moon-driver, brother of Sol, with his two chil
dren; 2. the most distinctive part of man: " It is 
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the common wonder of all men, how among ' " 
many millions of faces there should b~ 110111 

alike": Sir Th. Browne (Rel. Medic. 2 , 2) , I 
(false) mirror of a man's character : (v. al~11 
Folklore): a. "There's no art To find the mincl '• 
construction in the face": Mac. 1, 4; b. "Aw11y, 
and mock the time with fa irest show : False Inc 1• 
must hide what the false heart doth know" 
Mac. 1, 7; 4 . authority, power: (Hagar:) "I lll-1• 
from the face of my mistress": Gen. 16 , 8; ~ 
punishments in the "Divina Commedia": a . th1 
Diviners, Sorcerers, etc. are twisted backward~. 
because they wished to look into the fut u1c 
(Inf. 20); b. the Avaricious, lying prostrat1•, 
with their faces in the dust (Purg. I 9); c. Satan, 
half-immersed in ice, in the deepest pit of tl11• 
Inferno (34 ), has three faces: a. one red ("vcr 
miglia"): Europe = Hatred; b. one white-ye! 
low: Asia = Impotence; c. one black: Africa 
Ignorance; 6. correspondence: the fa-.:e and 
head are governed by Aries; 

7. combinations: A. a shining face: enlight 
enment: when Moses came down from till' 
mountain he "wist not that the skin of his fact• 
shone while he talked with him" (Ex. 34, 29), 
so that he had to put a veil on ; B. "confusion of 
face": tribulation: e.g. Ezra 9, 7; Dan. 9, 8; C'. 
the face of heaven: the sky: Rom. 3, 2; D. face 
to face: the unclouded truth: "For now we see 
through a glass, darkly; but then(= in eternity) 
face to face": lCor. 13, 12; E. painted face: a. a 
charm against the Evil Eye and other evil spir
its; v. Mask, Disguise, e tc.; b. seduction: "I have 
heard of your paintings too, well enough ; God 
has given you one face, and you make your
selves another" : Ham. 3, 1; another reason for a 
prostitute's grotesquely painted face is deper
sonalization essential to her trade; F. mist in 
the face: death : "Fear death? - to feel the fog 
in my throat, The mist in my face": Browning 
("Prospice"); G. two faces: a. = 'double-faced ' 
liar; b. the god Janus: v. Door; H. three faces: v. 
1, B, and 5; 8. folklore: A. "the face is the index 
to the heart (or, mind)": proverb; the character 
related to the colour of the complexion: a. "To 
a red man read thy rede (= give your counsel), 
With a brown man break thy bread, At a pale 
man draw thy knife, From a black man keep 

lh~ wt lc": proverb; b. "The red is wise, the 
h111w11 trusty, The pale envious, and the black 
hutv"· proverb; B. gargoyles, monstrous faces, 
It protection: scaring off evil spirits. 

l11rv 
I It is generally impossible to draw a divid

MIM llnc between elves, fairies, goblins, dwarves, 
h , other names for the fairies are: White 

I ulh's, Green Ladies, Black Ladies (with the 
.. 11111 colour-symbolism as for the medieval 
~nl11lm), the Little Folk, etc.; 2. they have the 
, lt11r11ctcristics of: A. a subdued smaller race: a. 
1hl"l1 dwelling-places are woods and hills (bar-
111w,), und such unlikely places as flower-bells, 
11111Nhrooms, eaves of corn, etc.; b. they fulfil 
h11111hlc tasks, especially washing; c. they are 
, 11 ll lc-pcople, fairy-cattle being mainly bulls' 
11 1111 horses; d. they have their own hierarchy, 
li11lh on a matriarchal line of descent (in fairy
' 1IM it is often the youngest daughter, who in
h1•1 Its) ; when we think of fairies (in contrast 
"Ith the other small people) we generally think 
111 them as female, fo r which reason they may 
lit• seen as the most direct ancestresses of the 
witches; e. they are jealous of further intrusions 
111 the larger races into their territories, which 
'" rnunts for their sometimes malevolent aspect 
h I. dwarfs); f. they fear iron and steel (cf. 
witches, etc.); g. they are connected with danc-
11111 (signifying matrimony) and fertility; h. they 
111•vcr eat salt, a characteristic of nomadic pasto-
1111 races; B. of ancient goddesses: a. their god
mothers often resemble the goddess~s; with a 
•lllr on their head: Ishtar, Isis, Star of the Sea; a 
1 nw with golden horns: Hathor; the mermaid
wutcmymph-seaserpent Labismina (= 'the 
Ahyss'): the chaos-mother, etc.; their relations 
10 the god-child always has something of the 
Demeter-Persephone or Cybele-Attis relation, in 
which the god-mother is a mythical All-mother; 
h. they are typical spinners of threads: cf. 
l'urcae; c. they offer immortality in Fairy-land 
(preceded by inevitable death); cf. the apple
offering Death-and-Immortality Goddesses (of 
lllessed Islands); c. they have abnormal powers: 
only the combination of A and B explains their 
taking menial tasks; 3. their relation to wed
dings: a. MND throughout; b. Spenser: "Epitha
lnmion": "Ne let the Pouke, nor other evil 
1prites ... , Ne let hob Goblin, names whose sence 
we see not, Fray us with things that be not"; 4 . 
their relation to child-birth : a. in many fairy
ta les several godmothers (good and bad) are 
present, deciding ·about the future life of the 
child: cf. Parcae-Fates; b. "O, then, I see Queen 
Mab hath been with you, She is the fairies' mid
wife ... " Rom. 1, 4 ; cf. Eileithyia ; 

fairy 

5. their relation to dancing: a. religion grows 
with the dance, ranging from the rationalizing 
ascetic to the emotional, erotic, ecstatic dance 
(cf. the nabis in the O.T.); as an older fo rm of 
religion it was later attacked by the Churches, 
but even more severely by inhumanly cold Puri
tanism (another similarity between fairies and 
the witches with their horned god): "And on 
the tawny sands and shelves, Trip the pert 
fair ies and dapper elves": Milton ("Comus" 
l l 7f.); b. the centre of the dance is usually a 
fairy-tree; cf. the Robin Hood atmosphere, and 
Joan of Arc being accused of dancing round 
one at Domremy; cf. also Yggdrasil, obelisks, 
crosses, etc.; c. often related to the fairy-rings: 
"you demi-puppets that By moonshine do the 
green sour ringlets make, Whereof the ewe bites 
not": Tp. 5, 1; 6. fairy-kings and queens: a. 
Oberon and Titania in MND; b. cf. Robin Hood 
and Maid Marian (with Little John as Janus) ; 7. 
fairy-land: a. a Brythonic knight, Lanval, fell in 
love with a fairy, and rode off with her on his 
horse to the land of immortality (= death); cf. 
Avalon , Connla, and "La Belle Dame Sans 
Merci"; b. "The same (= song) that oft-times 
hath Charmed magic casements, opening on the 
foam Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn": 
Keats ("Ode to a Nightingale" 7); c. v. next; 8. 
psych.: a. the supra-normal powers of the 
human soul, with the sudden revelation of 
latent possibilities; b. legendary 'forgotten 
fairies': frustrated acts; c. fairy-land: a land of 
escape, a dreamland (often representing a re
gression to childhood-'safety'): "The land of 
faery, Where nobody gets old and godly and 
grave, Where nobody gets old and crafty and 
wise, Where nobody gets old and bitter of ton
gue": W.B. Yeats: "The Land of Heart's De
sire" ; 9. literary references: a. W. Blake: (like 
Elf:) the real joys of a natural life; b. W.B. 
Yeats: "the lesser spiritual moods of that uni
versal mind, wherein every mood is a soul and 
every thought a body" ; 

10. modern associations with 'fairy': a. a 
Midsummer Night's Dream ; b. pantomime so
pranos; c. Tinker Bell: the gauzy, jealous, little 
fire-ball of a female sprite, who mends the fa iry 
kettles, and whose fairy-language 'tinkles like a 
bell': Sir J. Barrie ("Peter Pan"); d. acorns and 
thistledown; e. Sussex teashops, the refuge of 
women, who could not enter taverns; f. mush· 
rooms, on which they sit ; g. the Irish 'supersti
tious' belief in the Little Folk, the Lepre
chauns; 11. folklore: a. the fairy in the mine (in 
reality a malevolent gnome) cuts ore, turns 
windlasses, but effects nothing: "No goblin, or 
swart faery of the mine, Hath hurtful power 
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falcon 

o'er t rue virginity": Milton ("Com us" 437f.); b. 
iron (or, more effectively, steel) used against 
fa iries (cf. witches): a. w hen you enter their 
houses, stick a knife, or even a needle into the 
door, wh ich they cannot shut then, ti ll you are 
out aga in; b. music from a mouth~rgan (or any 
other steel or iron musica l instrument) scares 
them off; c. v. also Ants (Cornwall); I 2. v. 
Changeling, Dwarf. Flf. Pigmy, etc. 
falcon 

I. general: I. the difficulty of d isti nguishing 
between Falcon and Hawk becomes clear, when 
we know that the fam ily of 'Falconidae' com
prises some 60 species of hawks, and over 35 of 
the ' t rue' falcons (genus Talco'); then, the fr. 
word is the same fo r both; yet , generally speak
ing, the "bird of nobility" is the Peregrine Fal
con" or "Falcon Gent le'', of which the female 
(larger and bolder than the male) is mostly used 
in falconry (though they also use trained 
hawks, and somet imes even eagles); the male is 
called the 'tercer and is not used fo r sporting 
(so often): Mac. 2, 4 ; Ven. 1027; 2. of the rest 
of the species, the commonest are: a. the 
Amer ican kest rel, or European goshawk, and 
the Sparrow Hawk (a short-winged hawk also 
used in fa lconry): it kills by gripping (instead of 
the falcon's 'clean k ill' in the air by 'stooping' 
at a speed of 180 m.p.h.); it is used for hares, 
rabbits, and pheasants; the smaller accipiters fo r 
smaller game: blackbirds, pa rtridges, and quail ; 
b. the kestrel ("Wind hover"): it hovers in mid
air, to watch for its prey: beetles, mice, grass
hoppers, seldom sparrows and other birds; 
therefore it is not used in falconry: it is even 
kept to safeguard pigeons, since it scares away 
the o ther birds of prey; its typical cry (uttered 
while 'on the wing') is ' klc, kle, kle, kle'; 3. 
(some of them) tly in circles or spirals; 4. they 
are supposed to return to who releases them ; 

IL mythology: I. Egypt: symbol of light
gods (for the connection between the Sun and 
the World of the Dead v. Sun): young Horus, 
Harakhte-Ra, Mont, Khons, Hor, Quebhsnuf; 2 . 
Greece: a. the word Circe is perhaps related to 
the word falcon ('kirkos'), which , in itself, is 
onomatopa ic: ' kirk'-' kirk'; moreover Circe is re
lated to the sun-god Helios; b. seeing it is con
nected with the death-goddess, it is found on 
Calypso's Blessed Island (of the Dead); it may 
also be related to the Great Goddess as it has 
nests of 5 eggs (her number) ; c. curative and 
used in a ugury (H omer, and Vergil's Aen. 11 , 
721), because it is related to Apollo (another 
Sun-god); d. killer of doves, and 'fastest of 
birds' (II. 15, 237; or, 16, 583; but this is also 
said of the hawk and .eagle: v. Eagle A, 8); 3. 
Germanic: a. a falcon perches on an eagle's 
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head, sitting on the highest branch of Yggd ra\l l 
they report all they see to the gods, and arc 1111 
opposite of the darkness-<lrago n at the foo l u l 
the t ree; b. Freya has a falcon-garment: in 1111 
feather-<lress (clouds) she hovers over the earth 
it is also an attribute of the Great-Godd1• , 
Frigg; c. one of the disguises of Loki (as 1h1 
Fire-Spirit); d. Nibelungen : Kriemhild drca1111 
she reared a strong fa lcon (Siegried) that w.t' 
rent by two eagles: 

III. symbolism: I. nobility: Juliet ca ll ' 
Romeo a 'tassel-gentle' (= 'tercel' of the Falcnn 
Gentle: v. I , I): "O, for a falconer's voice, 111 
lure this tassel-gentle back again": Rom. 2, I , ' 
pride: a. "towering in her pride of place": M:11 
2, 4; b. the fa lcon, coming out of its hood, 
moves its head, and clasps its wings (in eaAl'I 
ness) showing its will (to hunt), and makinp 
itself beautiful: Dante (Par. 19, 34); 3 . immm 
tality: a. its spiral movement: v. I, 3; b. Cirn· 
and Calypso a re Death-and-Immortali ty god 
desses of Blessed Islands; 4. sun. fire: v. II , I, 2, 
a, and c, 3, a, etc.: 5 . death: in an early ballad ,1 
knight is dying in a hall in an orchard, tended 
by his 'may'; the refrain is "Lu Uy, lully ! lully, 
lully! The fauccn hath borne my make(= mat e) 
away"; 6. wind, storm, clouds: v. II, 3, b; 7 
confidence: "As confiden t as is the falcon\ 
flight Against a bird ... ": R2 I , 3; the arms ol 
Lancaster, to which house H. Bolingbroke be 
longed, had a white falcon; 8. modesty: nobll' 
servility; 9. attribute of Logic; 10. wildnes.1· 
tamed: untamed Kate must learn how to know 
her "keeper's call": Shr.; 11. upward surge to 
wards things heavenly: it "first looks at its feet, 
then turns at the call (of the fa lconer), and 
bends fo rwar d for !ligh t, through the desire ot 
the repast, which d raws him to it": Dan te 
(Purg. 19, 63ff.); 12. a ttrib ute of Touch and 
Taste; 13. speed: v. I, 2, a; II, 2, d; l4 . Chris 
tian: a. a convert; b. attribute of various saints: 
e.g. St. Bavo for sovereignty; St. Baldric for 
having shown him the spot where he was to 
build his monastery; c. celestial fa lcon : the 
green Angel of Hope in "Purgatorio" guarding 
the souls at night against the attacks of the Ser 
pent (8, 104) mar be 'kestrel' (q.v.); d. wild 
falcon: an evil man; 15. her. : a. army sign of 
the king of the Huns, Atilla; b. attribute o l 
chivalry: sword and fa lcon could not be taken 
from a vanq uished foe; c. talent fo r hunting; d . 
anyone eagerly hunting after an object much 
desired; 

IV. correspondence: Zodiac: governs Sagit
tarius. 
Fall, the 

I. W. Blake: the fa ll of spirit (or soul) into 
matter; 2. epic fa lls: a. Lucifer; b. Adam; c. 

llumpty-Dumpty; d. Tim Finnegan: in a music
hull hallad a br icklayer is miraculously revived 
lo 1oin the whiskey-wake: used by J. Joyce, 
11111bined with Finnegan MacCool's and all 

111her Falls; 3. cf. Stumbling. 

''" I. clement: air; 2. wind; 3. celestial air, so: 
r11111ication, disperser of evil spirits; cf. the 
( hurch " t1abellum" used "pro m uscis fuga n
dls" : to 'drive away the flies'; v. f'ly for devil ; 
• used as a winnower; a. separation of the good 
11111 the bad; b. summer, or autumn; 5. related 
In the phases of the Moon {when of the fo lding 
kind): 6. re lated to woman: a. coquetry: used 
•• ,, veil; b. the lightest (= lady-like) weapon : 
'/.ounds, and I were now by this rascal, I could 

h111ln him with his lady's fa n": I H4 2, 3; c. 
''""c of feminine quarrel about pre-eminence: 
till' Duchess of G loucester refuses to pick up 
1111' f:1n, which the Queen has dropped on pur
l"''c in IH6 I, 3; d. general Elizabethan: a 
tr.11hcr from a lady's fan was a sweet remem
lu.111cer (like her garter); e. Love is winged with 
11 tan: Mallarmc ('Placet Futile'). 
l11 m(er) 

I. all forms of agricultural fertility, or ani-
111.11 fecundity; the farmer is still closely linked 
" Ith Carnaval because he is connected with fer
llllty. and because he is the proto-'clown'; 2. 
1.ilt'ndar, cyclic ex istence; 3. landscape: valley : 
4 "a pelting farm": England overcome by bu-
11•;1ucracy: R2 2, I. 
IHC:tS 

I . a fascis is any bundle of objects ·symbol-
1dng force (arrows, rods, axe, etc.) together 
h11ming a symbol of curbed, inherent strength; 
II ''an attribute in many icons (e.g . Strength); 
1 I caduceus; 2. Rome: a bundle of elm or birch 
1111ls, from which an axe projected, fastened to
~1•1hcr by a red strap, and signifying the power 
"' \courge and decapitate; it was carried by a 
·111 tor' before the ch ief magistrate as a symbol 
111 his authority; 3. renewal of vegetat ive life, 
111111plction (whatever is loose, falls apart); v. 
111'<> Torch. 
l1atlng 

I. self-mortification: a. to seek the favour of 
11t1• itods; b. to seek forgiveness of the gods; 2. 
1111111rning: for fear of the envious dead (cf. 
'u«kcloth); 3. sa intliness: a spiritual exercise, 
"ltlch may lead to visions. 
111 

I. the fat portions of a sacrificial animal are 
lhr choice morsels, which are especially sacred 
111 the gods: e.g. Gen. 4, 4; Num. 18. 17, etc.; at 
1111" inauguration of the tent-tabernacle, a young 
hull was killed, a nd it s blood was smeared o n 

father 

the horns, and used for sprinkling, while the fat 
was burned; but the rest was burnt outside the 
camp as unfit fo r sacrifice ; 2. to cover one's 
face, heart, or tlanks with fat: a. presumption, 
hybris: Job 15 , 27; b. hard-heartedness: Ps. I 7. 
10 ; 3. plenty, riches. 
Fata Morgana 

a fairy-enchantress= Morgan le Fay (= Fa ta 
= fairy) of the Arthur ian romances: I. she may 
be re lated to : a. the Celtic Muirgen (= 'sea
born'), Morrigan: the Irish war (and fertility) 
goddess; b. Celtic Modron (Matrona): earth· 
mother of the sun-god; 2. one of the 9 sisters 
ruling Avalon, sometimes considered Arthur's 
sister, but often the relation becomes ambigu
ous, resembling the well-known mother-sister
beloved relation (cf. Isis-Osiris); 3 . healing , 
magic; 4. she ha ted Hector for despising her 
love; 5. shape-<:hanging; 6. sometimes (probably 
through Norman sources) associated with the 
mirage frequent ly seen in the Straits of Messina. 
fate 

I . Greek: even the Olympians (even Zeus) 
are subjected to fate, Destiny, Necessity , which 
was first called 'moira' ('allotment'), then be
came person ified, and still later underwent the 
first femin ine split-up into three Moira i (cf. the 
fertility-goddess split up into the Three Graces, 
etc.); this idea became the mainstay of Greek 
thought (one of the sources from which science 
derived its natural law), related to Order 
(Themis, measure); overstepp ing the laws of Ne
cessity is 'hubris', which inevitably brings about 
punishment (= restoration of balance): 2 . 
Rome: a. the obscure Parcae were identified 
with the Moira i; b. fa tum ('spoken') was plural
ized to Fata, which became Fr. fee = fairy (es
pecially as the godmothers at birth: v. Fairy); c. 
the basis of Stoicism and predestination; 3. Ger
manic: Norns; 4. immedia te ly related to astrol
ogy: if there is Necessity, the future is predicta
ble; 5. v. Great Goddess. 
father 

I. supreme deity, usually connected with 
heaven - ligh t - thunderbolt - weapons; 2 . 
Creator; the All-father of patriarchal mytholo
gy; 3. masculine consciousness: the opposite of 
maternal unconsciousness; 4. paternal domi
nion: the opposite of heroism as the specific 
activity of the Son; 5. authority: moral com
mandments, and prohibitions, restraining (femi
nine) instincts and subversion; 6. wisdom; 7. 
tradition ; 8. dea th: a. marriage is a reproduc
tion, a kind of vegetat ive death (in winter) pre
ceding Resurrection in the Son (or Daughter: 
Spring): Hades marrying Kore, Er.os marrying 
Psyche , the Egyptian gods represented as ithy-
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Faun 

phallic mummies: reproduction by death: Dis 
Pater_ ('Father ' of the Underworld-Riches); b. 
the highest stage of initia tion in the Mithra-<:ult: 
be_coming Mit.hra =a life-giver-by-death; 9. (like 
Priest or Policeman:) the inhibiting forces of 
the pre-<:onscious (e.g. W. Blake)· I 0. related to 
the King-image, q.v. ' 
Faun 

I. an lt~l.ian rural deity, bringer of fert ility, 
later 1dent1f1ed with Sylvanus (a wood-spirit) 
the Greek God Pan ('All'); as Inuus he was fertil: 
1zer of cattle; later pluralized and identified 
with. the Satyrs; 2. as Fatuus ('speaker') his ora
cles m voices (e.g. Vergil's Aen. ch. 7) are chief
ly hear_d m sleep, when the person visiting the 
grove hes on a sacred fleece; his wife is Fatua = 
Fauna = Bona Dea, the Great Goddess; 3. the 
inventor of po~try; 4 . as Incubo he sent night
mar.es and was m charge of hidden treasures (cf. 
fa1nes, pucks, dwarfs, etc.); 5. his feasts were 
th~ Faunalia: in the country on December 5 
(with country dances and festivit ies), in Rome 
on February I 3; 6. he was also sometimes iden
tified with Lupercus ('one who wards off 
wo_lves') and as such connected with the Luper
caha, also held in February (q.v.). 
Faustus 

terr: (of .a profligate:) "To fawn, to crouch, 111 
wait, to nde, t~ run, To spend , to give, to w11111 
to be undone : Spenser ("Mother Hubbarcl 
Tale" 905f.). 
fear 

. I. philosophical: Spinoza tried to rid m1111 
kmd of fear by utter stoicism: think of no 1111111, 
but death; 2. fear of loneliness, of individua hly 
leads to: a: witchcraft; b. totalitarianism, 1 
homosexuality; d. other group-activities provul 
mg a _sense _of ' belo nging': Church (espec~illy 
esoteric religions), drug-taking, promiscuity, U\ 
trology, e tc. 
feather 

. I: a~. win~, speed, light-ray, purification nl 
evil m aether , prevalence o f aerial myths: u 11 
related to Bird and Wing; 2. Egypt: a. hier. 111 
~ords meaning:_ a. emptiness; b. dryness; " 
~~htness; d .. • ~eight; e. flight; b. soul, heart 
psyc.hostas~ : after death a man's heart ( 

conscience) 1s weighed in a balance (by Osim 
and Maat) against a feather (= lightness airincs~ 
?f .tru_th): a . '!ight heart' = having • nothi~lt 
we1ghmg on 11 ; c. creator-gods; d. power: the 
two ~eathers o~ the sceptres (originally perhap' 
ass~s ears): bmary (q.v.) function; e. ' rising 
hfe , ~egeneration ; of earth = corn; f. death; g. 
mtegnty, righteousness, truth: v. 1, b ; 3. adorn 
ment, ostentation, pride: from of old feathers 
fo~med a part of a knight's dress: knightly 
pnde; 4. used in divination; 

5· cha;i~y ; ~· faith, contemplation, (St. 
Greg.ory:) flight of thoughts ; 7. justice: v. 2 , b; 
8. literature, or The Word: especially the 
goose-f~ather; 9 . a bundance: the kite as symbol 
of avan ce: "Ask a kite for a feather and she'll 
say'. she has _but just enough to fly wlth": prov
erb , 19. g~mtals: (about Tiresias: ) "le maschili 
penne . = the male plumes': Dante (Inf. c. 20) ; 
11. Ovid: feathers were hung in trees to scare 
the deer towards the nests in a hunt (Metam. 
15, 475); 

I. of the historical Fausts (an adopted 
?3me: 'faustus' = 'Fortunatus') the best-known 
is Georg Faust, a charlatan, who studied at Hei
delberg university, and later happily dabbled in 
astro logy, sodomy, and general fraud , but who 
was never even accused of being a magicia n by 
c~nsc1ent1ous demonologists; 2. similarity to 
witchcraft m po pular belief: a. he became the 
stock figure of the .psychic and alchemic manip
ulator, who sells. his soul to the Devil: the old 
ugly, bearded, rich man, with a beautiful daugh'. 
ter: cf. Roger Bacon, Albert us Magnus, the leg
end o_f Simon Magus, and, in revised form , Pros
pero m Tp. ; b. (as in witchcraft) an important 
element of the initiation is the signing of the 
pact; c. the invocation of familiar spirits and/or 
of a '_personal devil' (cf. Guardian Angel) by 
esotenc formulae; in Faustus' case from dark 
and deep books (the awe of the illiterate popu
lace ~or books exaggerated); 3. Faustianism : a. 
co nf!1ct of limited, material exis tence, with a 
longmg for the immaterial infinite; b. the dan
ger inherent in the acquisition of absolute 
kno~ledge, and its concomitant power: "Wis· 
sen 1st Macht". 
fawn 

I. especially related to Diana: "Seated on 
Elysian lawns Browsed by none but Dian's 
fawns": Keats ("Ode" on the poets); 2. timidi
ty, gentleness; 3. grace; 4. subservience, flat-

12. number: A. two feathers: v. 2, d; B. 
~hree feathers: .a. Druids: the three rods of ligh t 
- power• divm~ty • Light of the World; still the 
badge of the Pnnce of Wales; b. light : a. derived 
from the fleur.<Je-lys; b. descended from the 
three flames of Egyptian hier.; c. good thought, 
word, and deed; d. space: three dimensions· e 
end of (three years of) nurses' training; they 
work m three shifts; in the "Three Feathers" 
tavern it was d ecided that a London hospital 
should be founded; 13. colour: A. white· a 
~eather-douds, or foam of the sea; b. cow~d: 
ice : a white feather in the tail of a fighting-<:ock 
sh?ws its impure strain: it will not fight; B. 
crimson: cloaks trimmed with crimson feathers 
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11r the characteristic dress of fairies; ref. to this 
In W.B. Yeats: "The Wanderings of Oisin"; 14. 
1~1111 binations: A. feathered men: a. in Hyper
lkucan Pallene (after bathing in Minerva's pool 
111nc times): Ovid (Metam. 15 , 356ff.); b. 
"rythian women: spr inkling themselves with 
mugical juices (same); c. v. 3, and 13, b; B. 
lrnther-crown: sun-rays, halo (v. also Eagle fo r 
1hi: Indian head-dress); C. downy feathers: 
Surnnus' ebony bed was ornamented with black 
leuthers, so: Sleep ; D. feathered serpen t: a. 
1luality: ear th/heaven, good/bad, rain/drought , 
Ne.; b. with horns: opposing forces in conflict: 
Intensified duality; 

15. D. Thomas: "death's feather": death's 
r 11sy victory; 16. folklore : burning feathers of 
r hickens under a bed after the baby is born, 
prevents haemorrhage. 
February 

I. nam e: in Rome the 12th (= last) month 
nf the calendar: a. 'februs' = make libation; b. 
' lebruere' = to purify: ceremonies of purifica
tion and cults of the dead; 2. period of: A. rural 
activities: a. wood-gathering; b. South of the 
Alps: a. pruning of vine and trees; b. ploughing; 
I'. fishing; d. hunting; B. represents: coldness; 3. 
birthstone: amethyst; 4. Zodiac: in the ancient 
Zodiac the sun entered Pisces in the last month 
of the year, on about the 19th of o ur February; 

5. tutelary god: among the Romans: Nep
tune; 6. festivities of the month: A. Rome: a. 
"Februa": rites o f purification, later connected 
with the Lupercals; b. Lupercals: Fe.bruary 15: 
a. the god of the festivities, Lupercus, is proba
bly an invention, or the same as Faunus (v. 
Faun); sometimes the feast is said to be related 
to Romulus and Remus; b. the festivities began 
with the sacrifice by the pr iests ('Luperci') of 
goats and a dog; two no ble youths were led to 
the altar, and the bloody knife was held against 
their foreheads (prob. a relic of human sacri
fices, or mutilation), .the blood then being 
wiped off with wool, dipped in milk (fertility), 
while the priests must laugh; c. the Luperci, 
clad in goat-skins, cut thongs from the skins of 
the victims, and ran in two bands around the 
walls of the old Palatine city, while women 
tried to receive a blow from the thongs: it 
cured sterility, and gave an easy delivery; cf. 
Scourge; d. Pope Gelatus I (5th cent.) changed 

· it into a feast of Purification ; c. 'Regifugium ': 
24th: perh. a relic of the going into hiding of 
the real (fertility) king, while his substi tute was 
killed after reigning fo r three days; cf. Carnaval; 
B. the Continent: Carnaval, q.v.; C. England: 
"Vestal February" (C. Patmore) : St. Valen
tine's Day (v. Valentine); 7. "Fair Maid of Feb-

· fern 

ruary" : snowdrop ; 8. folklore: proverbs: a. " All 
the months of the year curse a fair Februeer"; 
b. "February fill dyke"; c. "February makes a 
br idge, and March breaks it". 
female 

1. personified: a. any form of the Great 
Goddess (q.v. for further forms and symbols): 
Aphrodite, Persephone, Juno, Isis, Cybele, etc.; 
b. mermaid (q.v.); 2 . in animal for m: Egypt: a. 
the cow-m other (Hathor); most Great God
desses are related to the cow-horns-moon; b. 
the cackling chaos-goose mother; c. sow: also in 
many other countries; d. vulture: also in Baby
lon , the Bible, etc.; 3. symbols: whatever is: A. 
cavernous: ark, corn, cave, conch, cup, door
way, frame, egg, horse-shoe; B. circular or oval: 
shield, aegis, ankh (v. Cross, Ansate) ; C. curv
ing-<:oncave-sinuous: the sea, cat, cow (horns), 
crescent, fish, water-line, mound and hill (the 
opposite of the male mountain), etc.; D. hori
zontal: the base of a t riangle, Delta (bo th letter 
and river-mouth: resemblance to pubic hair), a 
right-Qngle bisected by a line, a square stone (= 
earth); E. crevice: holding the thumb between 
index a nd middle-finger, labyrinth, sheath of a 
sword, target of an arrow, t rench, lips, etc.; F. 
fecund : po megranate, dove, pigeon , hare, spar
row, etc. ; G. openness (v. A): hand open, 
myrtle leaf, etc.; 4. v. Woman. 
fennel 

I. general: a perennial of the Umbelliferae, 
mainly used as flavouring: it was eaten with fish 
on Friday (e.g. Langland: P. Ploughm. Bk. 5) 
and conger-eel (q.v.); Ovid (De Med. Fae. 91 ) 
mentions it as a cosmetic; it regulates all body
fluids; 2. astrol.: fennel is boiled with fish, be
cause it consumes the phlegmatic humour, 
which fish gives; the benefit comes from the 
fact that the fennel is Mercurial, and under 
Virgo, and therefore bears antipathy to Pisces; 
3. carrier of fire: Prometheus carried the stolen 
fire in a (giant) fennel stalk : v. Hesiod ('Works 
and Days' 52), Apollodorus (1, 6), etc.; cf. 
Pliny (13, 42f.); its stalks were also used to 
carry the New Sacred Fire (e.g. Needfire, q.v.) 
from the centra l hearth to private ones after the 
annual, or half-yearly, ext inction; 4. dissem
bling and flattery: the favourite food of ser
pents since it cures failing eye-sight and expe
diates sloughing (by rubbing against it); cf. 
Pliny (20, 95f.), Ham. 4, 5; 5. the Roman gladi
ators mixed the plant with their food before a 
fight to give them strength ; after the 'game' a 
crown of fennel was put o n the head of the 
winner; 6. M.A.: attribute of the V irgin Mary. 
fern 

1. general: a . a large number of genera are 
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fern 

call:d .thus; 'fern' is derived from a root mean
ing wing', 'feather', 'leaf'; b. the most obvious 
common fea ture of the ferns is the way a new 
leaf. is co iled , giving it the appearance of a 
crozier at the top; c. in most cases the sori (col
lectmn of spores, seeds) are borne under the 
sur~~cc of tl~e leaves. and protected by a layer 
of .,mdusmm ; the spores are dist ribu ted, when 
a certain degree of dryness has been reached · d 
0.ne plant represents a true altera tion of gen~ra: 
lions: the plan t (sporophyte generation) pro
duces asel\ual spores, wh ich grow into the ga
met ?~hy tc or sexual generation ; this produces 
n_ia lc ·~nd female gametes, which, after due fc r
llhzatton, grow again into the sporophyte pla nt. 
c. u.nlcss. stated ~therwise we talk of the brack'. 
en ( Ptcris aqu1la : 'eagle-fern'): other important 
fe rns: maidenha ir, the hart's tongue, etc.; the 
so-called Royal. Fern ('Osmunda regalis') belongs 
~o 3 .nother family: Its upper pinnae of leaves are 
ertlle, and develop lill le or no green which 

makes them look like nowers; f. they p~efer to 
hve in shady, humid soil: g. they were long be
heved to have 'neither Oower nor seed ' and yet 
reproduce n.1i raculously: Plin y (27 , 17 and 55 )' 

. 2· sincerit y attribute; 3. endurance; 4 . rev: 
crte (especia lly v. Royal F.); 5. solitary, hum
ble, ~uma~ lt y: .v. I , f; 6. associated with thun
der .ind hghtning: its seeds 'blossom' at Mid
summ er hkc gold or fire ; homeopathic magic: 
protectmn of a ho use aga inst lightning; 7. asso
cia ted with snakes: it attracts adders, a nd there
rorc was cursed by St. Patrick, so that they 
ia.ve no Oowers now: .8 . so metimes the devil's 
f~nt, b.ut t!1e bra cken 1s also a sacred plant (the 
. b1gu1ty inheren t m any important symbo l) 

~mcc 11 bears Christ's initials (the spread-eag l~ 
0 .rm, when cut crosswise), so it is fea red by 

Witches;. however, v. f'olk lore ; 9 . confidence · 
IO. fascina t ion: v. 7; 11. its seeds render a per'. 
son m v1sible (v. a lso Folklore): "We have the 
r~cetp t of fern-seed, we walk invisible": I H4 2, 
I, 12· emblem of colonizers (beside the olive); 
13. fern-leaf: victory ove r death (beside the 
Southern palm-leaf); 14. Maidenhair Fern : 
sacred to Aides-Hades: like the cypress· 

IS. Royal ('Flowering') llcrn: a.'used to 
~dorn beds or sedans; b. inspires prophetic 

f
reams and reveries; 16. Moon/lower (a small 
crn):. v. Separate: 17. D. Thomas: " the strut

ting fern": the poet him self, as he also de
scnbed a. poet as strutting and narcistica lly 
swanking m other poems (" After the funeral") 
cf. 1 , d, and J 4 · 
. 18. folklore; A. ra in-making: cutting burn
ing, ~r even pulling a fern may cause r~in; B 
treading on them unawares makes a man con: 
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fused. in his wit s and liable to lose his wa y; ( 
curn.tlv.c and preventive: a. decvctions a nd pla\ 
ters .. tor wounds, snake-bites, etc.; b. c:1 u" 
abort ion or. barrenness in women (beside bc111r 
highly n~ed 1cmal : Phny); D. fern-seeds: a. thm 
grams o l them will summ on any living crea tu11• 
at w ill: b. worn in the shoe they make one 111 
vi_siblc; c. carry ing seeds in the hand helps fi nd 
~dd·e~ treasures of gold by homeopatlrn 
. agic. cf. 6 ; d. It is a da ngero us opera tion to 

find the se_eds. and has to be performed on Mid 
summ er Eve (or, sometimes Christmas: sun 
~.o tsuces): E. ~ate. Fern: ca n be made into ,1 

Luck;: U amP: dig up the 'roots' (which a11 
adven ti tious, since the main, embryo nic, rool 
dies away very early) o n Midsummer Eve· cut 
away all but 5 of the unrolled fronds and' thl' 
result will look like a gnarled hand ; it' must bl' 
smoked and hardened in the bonfire, and then 
will protect th.e househo ld , ca ttle, etc. agaimt 
demons"llnd w itchcraft ; F. proverb: " When t ill' 
fern is high as a ladle You may sleep as long 3 , 

you're able". 
ferret 

. 1 ·general: a. the domestica ted breed of thl' 
(bigger) ~olecat (with which it sometimes inter 
breeds); It also belongs to the same fam ily 3 , 

the weasel, the otter, and the badger ; b. its fu1 
is yel!ow1sh-white; its eyes pinkey-red ; c. it j, 

sen.t into rat-holes to kill ; since Roman times 
(Pliny ) it has been used to hunt rabbits: it i~ 
sent into a rabbit-hole muzzled (to prevent its 
kilhng the quarry), a nd the rabbits nee from i; 
and .are shot ;.2. bloodthirsty, fiery: cf. Eye II , 
6, c, 3. m 1sch1evousness, cunning; 4. inquisitive
ness for hidden things; 5. restlessness: its nerv
ous, shifty movements; 6. serpent ine and proli f
ic: 2 broods annually of 6 - 9 kittens, but it has 
b~n .known to devour them; au these charac
teristics point to a relation w ith the Grea t 
Goddess. 
ferryman 

the ferryman is Char~n, ferrying the souls of 
the decreased across the river of the U d -
world. n er 

fertility 
I. gods and. heroes: I. instruc ted mankind in 

the art of agriculture: e.g. Dionysus Yahweh 
~a~n~uz; 2. they are generally sacrifi~ed and/o; 

ma.sculated, m order to n se again (Attis-Ado
ms), they often suffer for their help to mankind 
(Prometh~us); v. further Hero; 3. war-d eities arc 
also. fert 1hty-deities: e.g. Mars was origina lly a 
fert1h~y-god (the 'planting of the corpse' and v. 
II , I ), 4. Hebrew: A. the gods of the patriarchs 
was called.E l Shaddai, which may mean: a. God 
as power m human fert ility' which is the sole 

fiddle(r) 

element of immortality : continuat ion in poster
ity ; b. God of the Mountain: with reference to 
'mountains' and 'high places' as places of wor
ship ; later (combined with a .) fert ility-orgies o n 
the mounta ins ( the 'abominatio ns'); B. Yahweh 
as fertil it y-god: a . he taught agriculture: Isa. 28, 
25- 6: b . " Then we shall know. if we fo llow o n 
to the Lord: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he sha ll come unto us as the rain, 
as the latter and the former rain unto the 
earth" : Hos. 6, 3: this was written by a proph
et , who wanted to show, that it is not the fertil 
ity-god they should adore in Yahweh; cf. also, 
however, Job 29, 23: " They waited for me as 
for the rain" ; he is also the 'dew' in Hos. 14, 5; 
c. he is rain-maker in Zech. 10, I , and 14, 17; d. 
Matth. 9, 37 (= Luke I 0, 2): Yahweh = "the 
Lord of the harvest" (even if obviously figura-

" thou wentest to the king with o intment": h. 
"They that sanctify themselves and. purify 
themselves in the gardens behind one (tree or 
man) in the midst" (66, 17): with sacrifices; 

111. emblems: A. plant s (usually those with 
many seeds): barley, pomegranate, po ppy ; B. 
animals: a. related to the sun: e.g. bull ; b. pro
lific: e.g. hare a nd rabbit ; C. shapes of the phal
lus (q.v.) or androgyne (q.v.): e.g. a cross (often 
with the b lood-stream and the leafy arm s) , 
bacthylic stones, circle-and-dot, etc.: v. also 
Female and Male; D. water; E. llebrew : a. the 
stone (sun, phallic) pillars: the massebah = the 
masculine principle: b. wooden stakes 
('stocks'): the aserah: the feminine principle; 
Jcr. (2 , 27) erroneously changed them , because 
of the grammat ical gender in Hebrew; F. M.A.: 
a. spiritual fert ility: pine-cone; b. earthly fert ili
ty: date-tree with doves. 

tive); 
II. rites: \ . fertility-ri tes are always related 

to ancestor-cults (resurrection), harvests, and 
the erotic (e.g. the Book of Ruth) , espec ially 
phallus-worship; 2. they are related: a. in a pas
toral society: with the birth of the young (e.g . 
lambing-tim e in Spring) o r the killing (Au
tumn); its rites pertain to blood (of birth and 
death) ; b. in an agricultural society: to ficld
activities or threshing (v. threshing-Ooor); they 
pertain to corn and wine; 3. in both spheres the 
spring-festiva l tends to be gay (b irth . or re
birth), and the autumn-festivals are character
ized by wailing and weeping: cf. Carnaval and 
All Souls' Day; v. also Tamm uz, who may have 
been wailed for in the 4th and I 0th nionths; 4. 
llebrew: A. the feast of the weeks (of Unleav
ened · Bread), later combined with the cattle
breeders' Pesach-cult (v. Blood) ; B. the Feast of 
the First-fruits of the Wheat-harvest : 2 loaves of 
new meal (e.g. Lev. 23, 15 - 2 l) ;C. the f' east of 
the Gather ing at the year's end (= the later 
Sukkoth : the Feast of the Tabernacles): Deut. 
16, 13; Lev. 23, 34: a Thanksgiving for what
ever came from the earth, but (as usual) espe
cially of the wine; some festivities accompanied 
it : (Judges 2 1, 21) "And sec , and, behold , if the 
daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in 
dances, then come ye out of the vineyards, and 
catch you every man his wife of the daugh ters 
of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin"; D. 
forb idden fertility-rites (descr ibed in Isa . 57, 
S I 0, unless otherwise stated) : a. "ennaming 
yourselves with idols (or under the oaks) under 
every green tree" = 'playing the harlot' (cf. Jer. 
3, 6); b. adoration of thresho ld-gods, also with 
r itual copulat ion ; c. religiou s masturbation ; d . 
killing (first-born) children in caves; v. Sacrifice; 
c. libation on 'smooth sto nes' (baetylic stones) ; 
I. incense on the alta rs of brick (63, 3(); g. 

ferule 
attribute of Grammar (beside such obvious 

abst ract ions as Geometry); v. Plin y 13. 42. 
fessle) 

her.: one of the honourable ordinar ies, con-
taining a third of the field; a horizontal band in 
the centre of the shield: a. a belt , or girdle. of 
honour, given as a reward by kings for service in 
the army ; b. often carr ied by members of city
counc ils, or anyone ready to work for the pub
lic weal: c. solidit y, support and power . 
strength of character. 
fever 

\.connected with Artemis, who infl icted 
fever , or cured it, with her 'merciful shaf ts': 2. 
caused by the fever-birds (v. Birds): the 
Stymphalian birds; 3. Hebrew: punishment for 
disobedience, innicted by Yahweh: Deut. 28, 
22; 4. excitement, passio n: for the "feve.- in the 
bone" (T.S. Eliot): v. Bone: 5. restlessness: 
"After life ' s fit ful fever he sleeps well" (= 
dead ): Mac. 3, 2; 6. D. Thomas: the heat and 
pleasure of love; 7. fo lklore: proverb: "Feed a 
cold and starve a fever" . 
fibula 

I . a clasp, buckle, or a safety-pin brooch, 
used to fasten garments; they are known to 
have been used since Mycencan times ; 2. mini
mal shield ; v. ats-o Buckle; 3. virginity: cf. Belt; 
4. restric ted virility: fo r men: two holes in the 
prepuce, through which a ring was inserted to 
prevent erect io n: often performed o n singers, 
play-actors, dancers, and gladiators; it was often 
ca lled 'buckle', so: 'to slip the buckle' = to be 
ready for coition; sometimes it was just a metal 

case or ring. 
fiddle(r) 

I. symbol of ga iety (often hired); cf. "f' id-
dlcr's Green" : a sa ilor's Land of Cocka igne of 

181 



I 

I 

fiddle-fish 

rum, tobacco, music, and women (in that or 
any o ther, order), but a ll free, and free f;om 
care; 2. "Gamesters' drink and Fiddlers' Wives 
They are ever free and Common": street-ballad. 
3. the great Fiddler was Nero: "fiddled whil~ 
Rome was burning" (standing phrase); 4. W.B. 
Yeats: at the gate of Paradise the Fiddler (of 
Dooney) will be allowed into heaven before his 
brother and cousin , who are priests, for "When 
1 play on my fiddle in Dooney, Folk dance like 
a wave of the sea"; 5. fitness: "as fit as a fid
dle.": proverb; 6_ "Friends are like fiddle
strmgs, they must not be screwed too tight"· 
proverb. · 
fiddle-fish 

folklore: very fortunate to catch : though 
not edible themselves, they are attached to the 
v~ssel: a good haul may be expected. 
field 

L .fertility; 2. space, freedom from restraint 
unlimited possibilities of action (sports war' 
etc.): "moving accidents by flood and field"; 
0th. l '. 3; 3 .. mat,~rial creation, surviving human 
and ~mmal hfe: Man comes and tills the field 
and hes beneath, And after many a summer dies 
the swan": Tennyson ("Tithonus" 3); 4. often 
related to death, the Hereafter, and the Under
world: a .. the "Field of Truth": Greek name for 
the dw.elling-place of the judges of souls: Aea
c~s, ~.m~s, R!Jadamanthus; b. "The Mourning 
Fields : m the Underworld they contain the 
souls of those, who killed themselves for love 
(e.g. Dido): Vergil (Aen. 6, 440ff.); c. Uranian 
go~s, .!ike Mithra, were called: " Lord of the 
Plams : conducting souls on their return to 
heaven; 5. 0.T.: buying a field while Jerusalem 
was besieged showed that better times would 
come; .6-.field-flowers: a. modesty ; b. Christian: 
~.he. Virgm Mary and the Church ; 7. proverb: 

Fields have eyes and woods have ears'" 8 
Apple, A sphode/, Fuller, Potter Reed ' · v. 
fifteen ' · 

1 · the full moon appears on the fifteenth 
day of the month; in Babylonia a day of sack
cloth a~d ashes; 2. the number associated with 
the ~ev.il; 3. erotic: 5 (of the Great Goddess) 
mult1phe~ by the sacred three: 4. an unlucky 
number m ballads: 15 outlaws ("Erlington")· 
15 knights to seek Earl Brand. ' 
fifth 

I. the Fifth Circle in Dante's "Inferno ": the 
wrathful, quarrelling in the mud; 2. the Fifth 
Column: a term from the Spanish Civil War· 
General. M~la . said he had 4 columns outside: 
and a fifth m~ide Madrid; it came to mean: trai
tors, the Trojan Horse ; 3. the Fifth Kingdom : 
the last of the 5 great empires, referred to in 
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Daniel 2, 44, which shall never be destroyed, 
but shall destroy all other kingdoms: a. Cabala : 
the spmtual world ; b. especially those of the 
17th century who believed tha t the end of the 
world was at hand. 
fifty 

I. Hebrew: the Law was given to Moses 50 
days after Exodus; 2. Greek: an important 
lunar number : A. 50 lunations between one 
Olympic Game and the next (= the 4-year 
cycl~: v. Calendar, and King, Sacred - ); B. 
erotic and human : a. 50 Danaids, Pallant ides, 
Nere1ds, etc.: colleges of priestesses of the 
~con-Goddess, to whom the lion-pelted Sun
kmg had access once a year in erotic orgies (cf. 
the I 2 Vestals for one year in Rome); the 
Hydra had 9 heads, but 50 acc. to Simonides· b 
50 Arg?n.auts, son.s of Priam, and of Aegyp(us~ 
3. Chr~sllan : a. sign of the remission of sins: 
seven limes seven plus one; b. number of the H. 
Ghost: des~ended 50 days after the Resurrec
tion of Chnst; c. 50 years o ld : "see Abraham": 
ref. John 8, 5 7; 4. a fixed number of warriors in 
~!te ballads: "He sent me fifty brisk dragoons": 

Jamie Douglas"; Celtic: e.g. three times fifty 
boys were defeated in a hole-game by young 
Cuchulamn. 
fifty-four 

I. Hebrew: the year had 54 weeks (with a 
who.le men.th added in a leap-year); the weekly 
section which must be read of the Torah from 
<?enes1s- Deut.; 2. the middle year of a man 's 
hfe, made up of the first num ber (1) + the fir st 
two surfaces (I x 2 + I x 3), the two sq·uares (4 
+ 8).' the two cubes (9 + 27), together the 'gen
e~allon of the soul': Plato ('Timaeus') . 
fifty-two 

fifty-two warriors in the ballad of Robin 
Hood and his Meiney (cf. fifty). 
fig 

I. general: a. one of the earliest fruit trees 
cultivated; b: th,e ~reeks first got the (common) 
fig from Cana (Ficus carica'); Attic figs became 
fa~ous throughout the east, and there were 
stn ct laws in Athens on the export of figs, 
which .were needed for sacrificial purposes; c. 
according to Pliny the best figs came from Ebe
sus (modern Iviza) ; the home-grown fig became 
~n:1~!tant food for slaves; d. the common name 
, fig 1s oft~n used , where the (wild) 'caprifig', 
~ycomore , etc. are meant; e. artificial fertiliza

tion has t~k~n place since a very early date ; f. 
the word fig may mean 'Mighty Life ' the root 
of 'vegetation', 'vigour' ; . ' 

2. fertility and abundance: a. it bears fruit 
four tim es in one year; b. androgyne: the vagi
nal fruit + phallic leaves; for the combination 

fig 

with the vine: v. 3; c. (with pomegranates and 
ttrapcs) the first fruits carried from Canaan by 
the spies (Num. 13, 23 , and 20, 23); d. foture 
111osperity was predicted for Rome, because a 
fig-tree had overshadowed the wolf-cave of 
Romulus and Remus; their ark grounded near a 
' Rumina' ('dug-tree') Ovid (Fasti 2, 41 lf.) ; cf. 
l'liny (15, 20); 

3. fig and vine (a combination almost as 
l"Ommon as ox and ass): a. the fig-tree is then 
l·onsidered as masculine, to which the female 
vmc clings (cf. elm and vine); b. the vineyard is 

under a fig-tree , in memory of the servants 
who were given to the Gauls (or, Latins), when 
those demanded Roman matrons and virgins; 
the servants (slaves) signalled to the Romans for 
the attack from fig-trees; ref. Ovid (De Art. Am. 
2, 257f.); g. D.H. Lawrence in his poem directly 
refers to 4, a, with the additional meaning of 
the anima in man; h. in the fer tility-rites of the 
holy pilgrimage of F.G. Lorca's "Yerma" (3, 2) 
the barren women arc told to go alone "where 
fig-trees thickest grow"; 

5. related to sex il1 general: a. Adam and 
Eve's make-shift dresses were 'sewed fig-leaves 
for aprons' (Gen. 3, 7); b. la ter a single leaf was 
especially used as a (minimal) covering for a 
male god's genitaJs, because of its commodious 
trilobed shape; c. the 'Spanish fig' or 'fico': 
putting one's thumb in one's mouth, or thrust 
it between two of the closed fingers (symbol of 
coition): an expression of co ntempt: "When 
Pistol lies, do this, and fig me, like the bragging 
Spaniard": 2114 5, 3; also Rom. I , I ; d. v. 3 and 
4 ; e. penetration in general: "the rude strength 
of the fig-tree" (Juvenal, Sat. 10, 145), dislodg
ing even solid stones; 6. longevity; 7. purgation: 
in Asia Minor a-human scape-goat sacrifice, at a 
calamity, before being put to death, was hung 
about with figs, and then scourged on the geni
tals with fig-twigs, because of its purifying pow
ers and to release the checked reproduct ive 
powers (v. Flagellation); also Pan-images were 
scourged with them, when the hunt was unsuc
cessful: to clear it from preventive evil influ
ences; 8. luxury: because of its sweetness; v. 
also the Tree-fable in Judg. 9, 8ff.; 

u favourable spot fo r a fig-tree; therefore the 
uce was violently punished , when it bore no 
fruit in Luke 13, 6; c. the two trees of paradise; 
11. sit ting under a fig-tree and vine was consid
~rcd the ideal of a quiet, 'safe', peaceful life: 
c.g. IKings 4, 25; Micah 4, 4 ; prob. also St. John 
I , 48ff. (Nathaniel); e. the typical offerings to 
the Baalim (e.g. Hos. 2, 12): fig and grape 
(vine) cakes (cf. the ' flagons' of Hos. 3, l ) ; 
,ince Hos. is not very accurate in his descrip
tion, he probably did not mean ' Baalim', but 
Ishtar: cf. 4, c; 

4 . related to woman: a. the strong resem
blance to a vulva of the fresh fruit opened for 
rn nsumption; eating them becomes symbolic 
for erotic ecstasy and 'eating fecundity'; b. (like 
that of beans) fig-culture in Greece was at first 
restricted to women; c. Egypt: the Sycomore-
f ig = the Tree of Life, sacred to the Mother
l(oddess Ha thor-Nut (the spiritual strength in 
nature): she is represented as appearing from 
the fruit-laden tree , offering food to the dead; 
he who receives the food from the tree ' is like a 
1-1od' (immortal because of resurrection) and 
'knows god' (cf. Apple); it was often said to be 
In the East (iike Eden), where the Sun is re
horn, and where the dead also get this regenera
tive food; it stood in the Egyptian Paradise, 
where also the corn grew higher; often a dou
ble-tree of Life and Death is found, with a Sun 
(hcing born from them) in the middle: regener
ution; the tree is extremely prolific (up to 7 
nops) and the figs have no stones (Pliny 13, 
14); d. related to Ishtar : Hosea's "wife of 
whoredoms" was called Gomer, the 'daughter 
of Diblaim' (I , 3) = ' the daughter of two fig
l'a kes': these were used in the rituals of Ishtar, 
,ind Gomer may have been a priestess-prostitute 
(hierodule) in her service (whether before, or 
.iftcr her marriage); e. rela ted to female breasts: 
when Artemis changed herself into a fig-tree, 
~he was the 'Tree of Many Breasts' (nourisher); 
the tree was also connected with Aphrodite; f. 
Juno Caprotina (= 'of the Figs'): on the 'Nonae 
('aprotinae' (July 7) wolJlen sacrificed to Juno 

9. related to death : a. Dionysus planted a 
fig-tree at the entra nce to Hades; !" its leaves 
resemble a Oaw·s claw in the mortal time of the 
year: May; c. Cleopatra's asp was sm uggled into 
the room in a basket under figs and fig-leaves: 
Ant. 5, 2; d. a poisonous fig was a Spanish way 
of killing an enemy: "Tamberlaine ... did ca use a 
fig to be given him, and after his death married 
his widow": North ; e. Timon of Athens, misan-
thropically retired into a cave, gave the friends, 
who came to lure him back to the city, a fig
tree to hang themselves; f. v. 4, c; 

10. spring, rejuvenation: a. "putteth forth 
her gree.1 figs": announces spring in SoS 2, 13 
(also Matth. 24 , 32); the sprou ting of the fig
tree a lso in Greece inaugurated a time for sail
ing; b. eating them with meat takes away wrin· 
kles from old men; 11. saving: a. the bole of a 
fig-tree, under which Charybdus lived, saved 
Odysseus from drowning; b. prophylactic 
against lightning; c. the fruit has great medicinal 
value (Pliny 23, 63); e.g. it cu1es poisoning; 
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figure-head 

12. ma/i ; 13. Greek: a. Troy was weakest on 
the west-wall, near a fig-t ree, the part which 
Acacus had built; b. the sa p from the wild fig 
makes milk ~urdle at once (e.g. Homer, II. 5, 
90 1 ); 

14. combinarions: A. a basket or figs: a. 
J erem iah saw two baskets of figs (good and 
bad) a t the Tem ple: the good= the Hebrews to 
be ex iled to Ba bylon, and return ; the bad = the 
remaining ones, to be killed by war, pestilence, 
and famine; b. v. 9, c; B. fig-cakes: a. used in 
the service of Ishtar : v. 4 , d; b. fig-cakes were 
applied to sores and wounds, to clean them: 
e.g. 2Kings 20, 7; Isa . 38, 2 1; cf. 7; C. Syco
phantai: ' discoverers of figs' (became 'syco
phant s') : in Athens those, who informed on the 
sm ugglers of figs: v. I , b. 
figure-head 

I. the figure-head is not a mere ornament, 
but the real head of the Goddess-boat: v. Boat, 
Ship, and Face ; 2. eyes painted on a boat: that 
it may find its way better through the waves; 3. 
a sailing-vessel cannot sink, wit hout her figure
head: it is intimately connected with the life 
and soul of the ship, and therefore also must be 
respected. 
file (tool) 

I . refined ideas o r t:xpressio ns: a. " his ton
gue is filed" : LLL 5, I ; b. "precious phrase by 
all the muses filed": Sonn. 85. 4 ; 2. ideas free 
from superstit ion ; 3. "Time is a file that wears 
and makes no noise": proverb. 
fillet 

I . Rome (mainly the 'vitta '): the headba nd 
tied ro und the head of the sacrificial animal; 2. 
death and sacrifice: a. an a ltar was made sad 
with dark fillets and black cypress for a funeral 
rite in Vergil (Acn. 3, 64); b. Laocoon, encir
cled by the snakes, t ried to remove the knots, 
while his fillet s were steeped in blood and black 
venom: Veri,dl (Acn. 2, 22 1); c. there were fil
lets and sacred laurel round the brows o f Apo l
lo's priest Anius: Vergil (Aen. 3, 8 1 ); d. the 
dead in the Elysian rields wear white fillets: 
Vcrgil (Aen. 6, 665); 3. related to the gods: a . 
Hector's ghost tells Aeneas to take the house
ho ld gods and fl ee: "So he speaks and wit h his 
ha nds carries to him the fillets and great Vesta , 
and the eternal f ire, from the innermost 
shrines": Vergil (Aen. 2 , 296); b . the fill et (here 
'infula') of Apollo did not cover (= protect) 
you: Vergil (A en. 2, 430); c. the ' filleted hair' 
{= 'comas velatas') of the Penates: Vergil {Aen. 
3, 174); 4. victory: the winners of the games 
are given purple fillets {'puniceis .... taenis') in 
Vergil {Aen. 5 , 269 ) ; 5. modesty: a. slender fil 
lets went with long robes as a sign of modesty 
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a mong Roman women dislike d by Ovid (1!.f' 
De Arte Am. I , 31; Rem. 386); the ' fille ts ul 
Ceres': a chaste woman is worthy to handk 
these fillets (J uvenal: Sat. 6, 50); b. sign ol .1 
lawfully wedded wife: Ovid (De Arte Am. 3 
483); c. Germ.: fillets and garlands were worn 
by unmarried lad ies, wimples by married one,, 
6. fille ts share in the symbolism of Head ; v. alsn 
Ribbon. 
finger 

A. general: 1. the number 5 correspo nd' 
with man, counting his 5 extremities {head , 
arms, legs): v. also Five; 2. Egypt: a nger of man , 
3. Hebrew: a. God's power: e.g. Christ says hr 
casts o ut devils "with the finger or God": Lu kl· 
11 , 20; cf. Ex. 8, 19 , which seems to point to a 
special reference to God's finger in connect ion 
with miracles; b. finger on the wall: warning ol 
divine vengeance: Dan. 5, Sff.; c. Jsaiah forbid~ 

"j'.Jointing as a magic com para ble to the evil eye 
"the yoke, the put ting for th of the finger , a nd 
speaking vanity" (58, 9): 4. finger-tips: d ivina 
lion, poetic inspiration (related to birch, rowa n, 
a lder, and willow); 5. cutting off a finger in 
self-m utila tion is a sign of mourning or atone
ment (com p-Jrable to castration) ; 6. 'fico' ( 
'fig', q.v.): A. forri s: a. thum b in the mouth (v. 
Fig); b. thum b between closed fingers; c. mid
dle finger projected: v. also C', I, 3; cl. maki ng 
an 0 with thumb and index and put tho.: inde' 
of the o ther hand through it; e. the fingers ol 
the r ight hand clasping the index of the lef t; B. 
meaning: a. imitation of coi tio n; b. gesture of 
con tempt; cf. " not a fig's worth"; C'. (beside 
the examples of Fig 5, c) in Dante's " In ferno" 
the gesture, made with both hands, is used as a 
blasphemy, accompa nied by the words : "Take 
them , God, for at thee I aim them" (25 , 2); 7. 
rosy-fingered: Dawn and Moon ; 

B. the i11di11idual fingers: I. rhumb: 1. tute
lary god: Venus (increase) and Hercules (virili
ty; originally not ' the' lleracles): 2. character : 
a. phallus, master ; b. awkwardness: 'his fingers 
arc all thumbs'; c. the witches' favourite: "here 
I have a pilot's th umb": Mac. I , 3 : "by the 
pricking of my thum bs Something wicked this 
way comes": Mac. 4, I ; 3. rings: a. Rome: for 
all rings, except the wedding-ring: to keep one's 
virility; cf. Seal; b. au thorit y, contract , identifi
cation (Sea l); c. Papal ring-finger; d. Elizabe
than: worn by aldermen and substantial citi
zens: ref. 1 H4 2, 4 ; 4 . vegetative: palm-tree and 
vine; the top: wild-olive (virility); 5. phalanges 
(bone-division, counting from the hand) : logic, 
will ; 6. M.A.: Chief Godhead : the r ather; 

II. index (forefinger): I . tutelary god: Jupi
ter: he won the finger-race of the Olympus, and 

11111\martcd Saturn ; 2. character: a. directio n, 
111mnrnnd, rule, for tunate guidance; b. del ivery 
lrnm evil; c. of the right hand: Oisin's finger: 
must not be used to apply ointments etc. to 
wnu nds, since it is poisonous; 3. vegetative: 
lur1.c o r oak; 4. Dactyl: Paeon{ius) ; 5. phal- · 
.11111cs: materialism, law, order ; 6. period: 
SJ)ring-cquinox; 7. M.A. : the H. Ghost ; 

Ill. middle finger: I. tutelary god: Satur n; 
) character : a. "rool's ringer": the Christmas 
I nol, the Green Knight; b. 'digita impudica': 
u..cd in love-making, and Celmis' insult to Hera ; 
1111tion; v. C, and A, 6 ; c. rain-making: contact 
with the feminine springs; d. death : Saturn; e. 
m.1gic: avert the evil eye for a child by applying 
<Jl lttlc o n its forehead and lips with the middle 
llni.:cr ; 3. ring: hope of resurrection; 4. vegeta
tive: holly a nd heather ; 5. Dactyl: Epimedes 
n· pimetheus: 'who thinks afterwards, too late' : 
the foo l) ; 6. phalanges: humanity, system, intel
ll1~cncc; 7. period: summer-solstice; 8. M.A.: 
l'hrist: salvatio n; . 

IV. ring (fourth) finger : I. tutelary god : 
/\polio {healer); 2. character: a. sage; b. physi
' Ian {the ' leech finger': prophylactic): in po
tions mixed with this finger no poison can 
udhc re without communicating directly to the 
heart; c. controls the heart (especially of the 
l\'ft hand) as the seat of durable love; betrothal ; 
11. the 'Gold-finger'; 3. ring: Roman: wedding
rmg on the left hand: 2, c; 4. vegetative: hazel; 
~. Dactyl : Jasius (Iasius); 6. phalanges: truth , 
1•1·onomy, energy; 7. period : autumn-equinox; 
K. M.A. : the divine nature o f Christ; · 

V. little finger: I. tutelary god: Mercury: 
rn nductor of souls (psychopomp) ; 2. character: 
11. inspiration, divination: 'ear-finger' : used to 
~top the ear, in order to hear the inner voice; b. 
in many stories an ogre's daughter of Darkness, 
Winter, or Drought, loses her little finger, which 
•~ found by a hero, who marries her ; finger = 
sun-ray, or water-jet; c. 'Pinkie', the phallus 
(e.g. in some Attis-myths); d. magic: Mercury ; 
.1. vegetative: yew (death) ; 4. Dactyl: ldas, 
priest of Rhea; 5. phalanges: goodness, pru
dence, reflectiveness; 6. period: winter-solstice; 
7. M.A.: the human nature of Christ; 

C. gestures and attitudes: I. raising fingers: 
I. thumbs: 'Vestal thumbs' in Rome: a. turned 
up: yea = mercy to the gladiator; b. turned 
down: nay = death to the gladiator ; 2. fore
t1nger : warning {against fo ul play, etc.); 3. mid
dle-finger : (as 'digitus impudica') pointed at a 
man in infamy or derision, as· a sign that he has 
failed in making love to his wife, for which he is 
cuckolded ; 4. fore-finger and middle-finger : the 
" llorns of Astarte" (or any other moon-god
dess), the "Devil's Blessing" {as Horned God of 

finger 

the Witches): a. a weapon against witches, 
demons, e tc.; b. help ; c. benediction; d. good 

. fai th; e. peace; victory; 5. forefinger and little 
finger (another form of horn-sign): a. crescent 
of the moon-goddess; b. averts danger, esp. the 
Evil Eye; 6. thumb, fo refinger, and middle
finger: v. Phrygian blessing; 7. two fingers sepa
ra ted (like scissors) : cut evil away; 8. one (or 
more) fingers raised to the lips: a. silence; b. 
Harpocrates: Ovid {Metam. 9, 692); 9. one 
finger (usua lly the thumb) at the nose: arro
gance, cha llenge, insult ; with the same sexual 
connotation as the 'fico': pointing at, or length
ening, the phallic nose; 

II. fingers crossed: a. ancient ma ntic prayer ; 
b. good-luck: immunity to bad luck, or chas
tisement ; c. tempting Fate {v. Intersection and 
Inversion) ; d. magic delay in birth, practised by 
Hera against the birth of Heracles (accompanied 
by Crossed Knees, q .v., and Knots tied in her 
cloth ing) ; 

Ill. fingers clasped or locked: 1. magic to 
delay someone else's childbirth {v. Weasel); 2. 
the fingers of the right hand clasping the fore
finger of the left : a. coition (like the 'fico'); b . 
o n a spiritual plane: unity of cosm ic and indi
vidual souls; 3. in an undesired moratorium o f 
love'-s assault by Venus, who is, in vain, trying 
to cha rm Ado nis: "And when from thence he 
struggles to be gone, She locks her lily fingers 
one in one": the passionate embrace they could 
have performed , and a magic to bind him {to 
her and the place): Ven. 226ff.; 

IV. finger {usua lly thumb) in the mouth: 
wisdom: I. the infant Horus is represented with 
his finger in his mouth, having received wisdom 
from his mother's breast; 2. in legends a hero 
often places his finger in his mouth , after roast
ing the dragon {a foe to mankind , but posses
sive of chthonic wisdom): he thus eats the slain 
dragon to acquire its wisdom, knowledge, and 
st rength (cf. cannibalism); 3. r:ionn (r:inn 
MacCool) discovered he had a tooth of knowl
edge: when he had burned his finger while 
cooking the Ca uldron of Wisdom {v, Cauldron); 
after that he only needed to suck his thumb to 
obtain wisdom again; V. finger-11napping: em
blem of Disdain : e.g. the .statue of Sardanapa
lus, the last king of Syria, whom the Greeks 
considered a coward ; 

D. folklore: I. character: I. lo ng fingers: a. 
improvident , w ill not save money, sometimes a 
thief; b. (childlore) musical ability ; 2. fore
finger as long as the middle-finger : dishonesty ; 
3. crooked fingers: a crabbed disposition; if you 
only have a crooked little finger, you will die 
rich ; 

II. general: l. an extra finger : the luck of 
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the extraordinary; 2. wet fingers: (childlore) 
moistening one's fingers (especially the thumb) 
has the same magic power as spitting: an in
eluctable way of proving that one speaks the 
truth, or of binding oneself to a bargain or bet; 
3. if a boy can span a girl's wrist he can love 
her ; if he cannot span his own, he is either a 
bastard or born to be hanged (childlore); 4. 
when a girl's fingers crack, she has a sweetheart; 
5. locked fingers: when two person use an iden
tical expression at the same time, they must 
lock fingers, right hand to right, and left hand 
to left, and wish in silence: nothing may be said 
until the fingers are released (magic silence); for 
the wishbone being broken by two people's li t
tle fingers: v. Bone; 6. f inger-snapping (e.g. at 
crap-shooting) while the dice are still rolling or 
.spinning, is a fo rm of point-control; 7. proverb: 
"Fools cut their fingers, but wise men their 
thumbs": fo lly in the wise .is greater; 8. non
sense-verse: "Oh my finger, oh my thumb, Oh 
my belly, oh my bum". 
fir 

I. general: 1. the Scandinavian name, origin
ally given to the Scottish pine, but the firs dif
fer from the other pines; its stem usually grows 
straight, and the tree tends to take a conical or 
pyramidal shape; yet it is often undistinguished 
from the Pine (q.v.), e.g. in the myths of Attis, 
Pitys, etc.; 2. some famous species (out of 40) 
are: a. the Silver Fir, introduced from the con
tinent into Britain at the beginning of the 17th 
cent.; it may reach a height of 150 ft.; b. the 
Norway spruce (q.v.) fir; c. the gigantic Ameri
can varieties (balsam, white, Pacific Silver Firs, 
e tc.) growing up to 250 ft.; 3. at least in the 
Bible-translations, it is supposed often to have 
been mixed up with Cypress; 4. like a Palm, it 
thrives on a sandy soil and sea-breeze; 5. like 
any important symbol, its meanings are often 
contradictory: life, as well as death; 

II. general symbolism: I. loftiness; 2. im
mortality, constancy, regeneration: an ever
green; 3. fidelity, purity: e.g. v. Attis and Pitys

. myths below; 4. regal beauty, pride; 5. fire, sun, 
life: evergreen and flame-shaped; the opposite of 
the deathly Yew (yet resembling its leaves); 6. 
a. in summer: (because of its darkness) the grav
ity of life; b. in winter: (because of its constant 
freshness) power and youth; 7. hope: the op
posite of the Black Poplar ; 8. sexuality: •andro
gyne: a female tree, with a phallic shape and 
cones; 9. sacred to the New Moon-goddess; 

111. mythology: A. Phrygian: Attis was 
changed into a fu, either to escape the ardent 
desires of Agdistis, or because the Great Mother 
Cybele jealously killed the nymph with whom 
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he was in love, and he, in pure misery, castratt·ll 
himself as a penalty, or he was slain by a bo;11 
(Adonis-influence); rJ:f. e.g. Ovid (Metam. I 0 
103ff.); in any case, he represents regeneration, 
the bleeding may be related to the cutting ot 
the fir (pine) for turpentine; 

B. the Near East and Egypt: replaced tlw 
Palm (q.v.) as sexual symbol; 

C. Hebrew: a. related to birth : "as for th1 
stork, the fir trees are her house": Ps. 104, I 7, 
b. related to sailing: "They have made all thy 
ship boards of fir trees (perhaps = cypress) ol 
Senir": Ezc. 27 , 5; c. the opposite of the thorn 
"Instead of the thorn shall come up to the fir trc1• 
and instead of the brier shall come up tlll' 
myrtle tree; and it shall be to the Lord for 11 

name, for a n everlasting sign that shall no t hl· 
cut off": Isa. 55, 13; d. the floor-planks o l 
Solomon's Temple: !Kings 6, 15; e. youthful 
strength .and patience: " Israel shall say: 'I am 
like the green fir tree'": Hos. 14, 8; 

D. Greek: a. sacred to Artemis of childbirth , 
it is generally the most important birth-tree 
(especially the Silver F.). familiar in Nativity· 
contexts; b. to escape Pan's amorous pursuits 
chaste Pitys changed into a fir-tree; Pan later 
wore a branch as a chaplet, and instituted pro 
miscuous rites 'in her honour'; or she was Pan's 
beloved (Pan = the gentle breeze), and she was 
hurled from a rock by violently jealous Boreas, 
and then turned into a fir; the tree is generally 
considered female (notwithstanding the gods 
and phallic associations); in Rome: sacred to 
Sylvan (Silvan) ; c. related to Dionysus, who was 
born from a fir, and whose thyrsus was an ivy. 
twined, cone-tipped fir branch (or, pine again) ; 
d. sacred to Poseidon-Neptune: material for 
ships, esp. oars; cf. Pine, and C, b; e. its rustling 
was used in divination; f. the Trojan horse, a 
'peace-offering to Athene', was made of the 
Silver F.: horse-moo n-fire (and birth-tree); g. 
Aesop: pride: which it showed towards a thorn· 
bush, but the fir fell before the axe, and the 
thorn remained untouched (140); cf. C, c; 

E. Rome: a. (Pliny) death-tree; fir-trees are 
the ordinary missiles of Centaurs: e.g. Apollo· 
dorus (2, 5, 4 ), Pindar (Fragm.); b. fir-wood 
tablets were used to write on: e.g. Ovid (De 
Arte Am. 3, 469); c. Pasiphae's trick-cow was 
made of fir: Propertius (3 , 19, 12f.); F. Ger· 
manic: life and light; G. Druid: in the Celtic 
alphabet the vowel A (v. Calendar) shared the 
day (December 23) with the mistletoe, as the 
day of the arrival of the New Year Child 
(whereas the Yew represented death and the 
Winter-solstice); H. Scotland: childbirth: the 
mother and child were purified ('sained') with a 

n11ming fir-torch being whirled three times 
round the bed; IV. her.: hope, faithfulness, 
•tcad iness, rejuvenation; V. cf. Pine, and Cone. 

'"• A. general: its origin and element: 1. it is 
one of the cases of 'theft from the gods', for 
which Prometheus was punished by jealous 
Zeus; cf. other 'thefts', usually performed by 
Sun-heroes: the apples of the Hesperides, the 
rnltle of Geryon, the 'herb o f immortality', and 
ull forms of magic; this is one of the reasons, 
why fire is so dangerous to handle; 2. it is 
u demiurge, emanating from the sun, whose 
rurthly representative it is; it is thus related to a 
ruy of light, lightning, and gold ; 3. the creative 
lorcc in vegetation (equivalent to wa ter); this 
lorce can be 'drawn forth' by taking sticks 
(preferably of the oak, whose roots go down as 
11l1cp into the subterranean fires as i t goes up 
into aether): rubbing the male stick (drill) into 
the female stock; the correspondences with hu
mun life thus relates fire to blood; and the sub· 
trrranean fire leads to the cave-smiths: He-
11huestos, the Cyclops, dwarfs, etc.; 4. one of 
tht· elements that made the earth: when the 
11rlmordial ocean was 'churned' by fire, it pro-
1l11ccd the froth, which became earth; 5. A /ch.: 
u. one of the names of Prime Matter ; b. the 
'1111cnt of transmutation': all things derive from 
tire, and return to it: Heraclites; for the belief 
111 the Stoics in this respect: v. Cycle of Fire; c. 
the mercurial, the volatile, as life-sustainer; 

B. symbolism: I. primary·e1eme111. the Crea-
11vc God of Light(ning): a. Hebrew: Yahweh 
rroctically always manifested himself as f.irc, 
11lt hcr as lightning (e.g. Moses on the Mount), a 
!'Illar of Fire in the Tabernacle, a Burning Bush, 
111c.; even his word: " Is not my word like fire? 
11;11th the Lord": Jer. 23 , 29; his fire can even 
!llline dazzlingly from the 'transfiguration' of 
his elect: Moses returning from the Mount, and 
Jesus on the Mountain (Matth. 12, 2; Mk. 9, 2); 
h. Greek : Zeus as god of Thunder a nd Light· 
ning; c. Germanic: Odin; 2. the essence of life: 
~ like life, it feeds on others; b. the human 
predicament: Prometheus stole it, and Empedo
dcs gave himself to it; 3. the sun: a. all over the 
world fires are lit at any important moment in 
the solar year : solstices and equinoxes, but es
pecially at midwinter to help the rebirth of the 
•un; at other moments they just force the sun 
to go on his due course by homoeopa thic magic 
(v. Bcltane, John, Hallowe'en, and the Christmas 
Yule-log; for the Wheel of Fire rolled down-hill 
11t Midsummer; in imitation of the lowering 
1·ourse of the sun : v. Wheel); b. fire is priest and. 
11od at once: the sacrifice is burnt , and by the 

fire 

fire, as mediator, is carried to the God of Sun 
and Lightning; c. extinguishing the hearth-fire is 
a sign of mourning, and repentance (in recon
ciliatory rites), also at the death of the Sun 
King, when it was the duty of the next to 're
light them'; renewal of fire is a magical act, to 
be performed at stated times (cf. the renewal of 
fire in the R.C. Church at Easter: celebration of 
the birth of the new Spring-sun); 4. authority 
and power: in Egyptian hieroglyphs the solar 
flame is associated with life and health (v. 2, 
and 5), and with: superiority, control (v. l); 

5. purification: 'cauterizing': a. especially 
represented by a flame po inting downwards (cf. 
7, a); b. destruction of the forces of evil : a. the 
fires mentioned in B, 3, coincide with the most 
important witches' esbats ('sabbats'): they puri· 
fied the air of the witches' 'dangerous' influ· 
ence, while at the same time imitating the 
witches performing rites fo r the same purpose; 
b. certain d isasters, like pestilence, could be 
stopped by making new fires (in the communi
ty): v. Need-fires;c. they may even avert the evil 
influences of undesired weather ; c. stories 
about Great Fires vary with stories of Floods; 
d. purification by fire in the Bible: v. Num. 31, 
23; e. baptism by fire instead of water, was 
predicted by John the Baptist of the One who 
came after him: Matth. 3, 11; cf. purification 
through both at the Parilia in Rome; f. the or
deal by fire: e.g. in the ballad "Young Hunt
ing", where the fire did not consume the 
wrongly accused, but did burn the real killer; g. 
Christian: a. martyrdom; b. Hell ("where their 
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched": 
Mk. 9, 44), and Purgatory; 6. spiritual enlight· 
enment and zeal: a. " Religion blushing veils her 
sacred fires, And unawareness morality ex
pires": Pope ("The Dunciad" 4, 649f.) ; b. gen
eral Christian: intense desire and charity; c. dis
t inctive of thinking man: 'what beasts hate. 
most of all'; 7. sexuality: a . presented especial· 
ly as a flame pointing downwards: erotic life; b. 
Egypto-Hebraic: its flame-form and heat is 
male, its light is female; c. fire-making with 
sticks was invented by Hermes (phallic god); 
fire-making thus is sympathetic magic for love 
(v. also Wryneck); 8. fertility: the fires lighted 
at stated times (v. B, 3) were also kindled for 
fertility (v. also Bonfire) to be jumped over by 
boys and girls for agricultural fertility, and 
human and animal fecundity; 9. related to the 
sword (= sun-ray): it shares its ambivalent na
ture: physical destruction a n$! spiritual energy; 
the 'fire of the Valkyries'= the sword; 

10. related to the hearth: a. hospitality ; b. 
humane warmth; the centre of home; c . winter ; 
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11. death: martyrdom, etc.; but also: immor
tality (e.g. Demeter's magical rite o n Demo
phon : " Homeric H. to Demeter") and rebirth 
(Scylla restored: Lycophron 45ff.); 12. speech: 
(like wind, and breath): already in the Bible we 
constan tly come across terms like 'burning 
words', 'fiery speech' etc.; 13. eating: 'devour
ing', 'consuming' tire, etc. : "Behold the name of 
the Lord cometh from far, burning with his 
anger ... his lips are full of indignation, and his 
tongue is a devouring fire" (Isa. 30, 27); cf. 
moreover, the ·nam ing tongues' of inspiration, 
lending the Apostles the 'gift of tongues', and 
the prophet ic Burning Bush ; 14. psych.: a. the 
libido; Freud: forbidden passions; b. destruc
tion and regeneration (invo lution and evolu
tio n); c. mediator between vanishing and ap
pearing forms; d . the fire-making inside the 
belly of the sea-monster which the heroes are 
fighting, is a frequently recurring motif: beside 
forming a part of the Night-Crossing of the 
Birth of th e New Sun, it also dispels the dark
ness of the unconscious (the monster), in whose 
power the hero is; e. incendiarism: a regressive 
form of fire-making; as masculine as kleptoma
nia (q.v.) is feminine; it is often accompanied 
by masturbation ; 

15. her.: a. spiritual zeal; b. fight ing spirit ; 
16. specific literary references: A. W. Blake: a. 
wrath, annihilation ; b. poetry; B. W.B. Yeats: 
imagination; 

C. special meanings and combinations: J. 
Hebrew: the kindling of fire on a Sabbath was 
forbidden, because it involved cutting wood; 2. 
burning (first-born) children (later replaced by 
domest ic a nimals): they were made immortal 
by the burning: cf. Medea's children ; v. Sacri
fi ce; 3. earth-snakes often rise to light , and are 
then represented as fire -breathing and winged 
dragons; 4 . portentous fire: fire going up and 
down while a terrible storm was raging, naming 
forth from the hands of a 'common slave' with
out his hand being hurt, was one of the por
tents of Caesar's death: Caes. l , 3; 

5. swallowing fire was a manner of com
mitting suicide: Portia, Brutus' wife, on hearing 
how Octavius and Mark Anthony rose in power, 
thus killed herself: Caes. 4, 3; 6. Chain of Fire: 
a chain of such signals indicated the end o f the 
Trojan War, when Clytemnestra prepared for 
the killing of her husband; 7. Firebrand: v. sep
arate; 8. Circle (Wheel} of foire: a. chastity; b. 
magic spell; c. Ixion-wheel; d. attribute of Brun
hilde; e. v. A, 5, and B, 3; and Wheel; 9. fire-fly: 
summer ; 

IO. emblems: e.g. a. nowers and trees: fir 
tree, Rod of Jesse, azalea, etc.; b. hair: e.g. 
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bristles, a lion's mane, Samson's hair (v. Sam 
son); c. weapons: sword , arrow, dart , spear; d 
the whole cross-swastika family; e. almost any 
pyramidal. columnar. and further phallic symbol , 
I I. white fire: the moon: "That orbed maiden 
with white fire laden": Shelley ("The Cloud "), 
12. Sr. Anthony's f" irc: erysipelas; 

D. folklore: a. fires were lighted at grave 
sides to 'warm the spirits'; b. seeing that fire" 
purity it self. a menstruating woman (being 'un 
clean') had better not look a t it, and certainly 
not blow on it: c. "One fire( = love) burns out 
another fire" (Rom. I , 2): proverbial; it may 
~efer to the belief, that sunlight on a fire , put' 
1t out; beside the literal effect; cf. Plutarch (De 
cl ine of the Or. 4); d . v. especially ll earth ; 

E. among the innumerable rcrerences to 
such an elementary symbol as f"ire, the most 
important may be Aerolite, Alcohol, Balder, 
folame, Sun, Elmo. 
firebrand 

I. life-emblem, sun-rays (v. Fire); 2. that 
port ion of the Jews that was saved out of the 
holoca ust of the Exile: " ls not this a bra nd 
plucked out or the fire?": Zech. 3, 2; 3. Greek: 
a. Hecuba, pregnant of Paris, dreamed that she 
would bring for th a firebrand; b. emblem of 
Meleager, whose external soul was a firebrand . 
fireworks 

I. they may have o riginated as imitations or 
sun:rays (cf. the Catherine-Wheel =Sun-Wheel), 
havmg the same runction as bonfires (q.v.) ; 2. 
fertili ty: imitating the rain-bringing thunder 
and .lightning; cf. all loud noises, rattles, rough 
music, etc.; 3. scaring off ghosts, or thunder 
Hself: sometimes fire-arms are discharged into 
the air, to dispel undesired thunder and rain; 4. 
purification: fire, 'cauterizing'. 
first 

I . the sacrifice of the first-born: v. Sacrifice; 
2. the F irst Circle of Dante's " Inferno": the 
unbaptized children, and the virtuous pagans: 
Limbo. 
fish 

I. life. fertility, abundance: a. related to the 
fertility Fisherman-King: v. below; b. prolific: 
many eggs: c. intimately associated with sexual
ity (v. 2); 

2. sexuality: A. male: a. a phallic shape: the 
opposite of the female frog; b. one of the sea
sonal changes or the sacred Sun-kings; c. when 
Osiris was cut up into 14\pieces (lunar months) 
by Set, his m o ther-sister-wife Isis reassembled 
h im, but for his phallus (q.v. in connection with 
the calendar), which a fish had swallowed· d 
some nursery-rhym es show a remarkable si,mi: 
larity to c.: a. a fish caught the blood of Cock 

Robin (q.v.), when he was killed by a sparrow 
tv also King, Sacred - ) ; b. "One, two, tl:lfee, 
luur, fi ve, Once I caught a fish alive, Six, seven, 
<'~\ht , nine, ten, Then I let it go again. Why did 
you let it go? Because it bit my finger so. Which 
linger did it bite? This little finger on the 
right."; e. its smell in Shakespeare is related to 
1hc codpiece, urine, etc.; B. female: a. all fi sh 
(hut esp. the Cuttle-fish, q.v.) is considered an 
.1phrodisiac: Aphrodite rising from the sra + 
... 111 (sex) + phosphor; fish is a common dish at 
wedding-banquets; b. the vulva and virginity are 
1·~pccia lly connected with the fish-bladder ; c. 
\l'Cnt-associatio n; d. Ishtar (as the first or the 
( ;rcat Goddesses of Fertility): one or the signs 
of Ishtar was a 'house with a fish in it': a house 
llllcd with fertility; e. Aphrodite: when all the 
Olympian gods fled before Typhocus Venus 
1hanged into a fish: Ovid (Metam. 5, 33 1), v. 
16, C; f. the mermaid: q.v., also for Derceto; g. 
rl. the 'filthy variant' to the nursery-rhyme 
,1hout the nice little boy, wa shing Mammy's 
1lishes and pulling golden fishes from his eye: 
"When I was a young Maid, and washed my 
Mother's dishes, I put my finger in my - , and 
plucked out little fishes"; (cf. Meas. 1, 2: 
·c;roping for trouts, in a peculiar river'); 

3. resurrection. immortdity: a. Osiris, repre
,cn ting the fertility of the Nile: v. 2, A, c; b. 
('hrist: according to Luke (24, 42) the things 
('hrist ate at his Return to his disciples were: 
" /\nd they gave him a piece of broiled fish , and 
111 an honeycomb" (v. Bee-hive: related to a 
Sun-hero); c. the fish is related to survivor s or 
1 he folood: Noah has been connected with the 
Babylonian fi sh-god Oannes, god of fertility 
,ind agriculture (cf. Noah and wine); he has also 
hcen related to the god Dagon; Dag = fi sh , or 
Dugan = bread: the representation of this god as 
half-fish, half-man dates from the medieval rab
llls, but may very well be correct; for fuller 
details: v. Mermaid; d. sometimes the dead 
'ouls in ancient Greece could be reborn by be
rnming a fi sh, and being ea ten by a prospective 
mother (cf. Bean) ; so fish = Immortality ; e. lead 
\Uu ls back from the Underworld, as it is 
" the bird of the nether region", the Omega (v. 
Alpha) as the symbol of the Lower Abyss (= 
destruction), indissolubly linked with the 
Alpha-bird; f. baptism-emblem: e.g. Matth. 4, 
19; 

4. the saviour: a. Astarte (or Derceto-Atar-
11is) gave birth to Ichthys (= Gr. 'fish'); b. in 
Rabbinical literature the symbol of the Messiah, 
who will catch Leviathan and feed him to the 
Blessed in Paradise; c. Joshua (= Iesous) was the 
\On of Nun (= Fish); d. Christ as Gr. Ichthys: 

fish 

Iesous, Christos, Theou Huios, Soter (Jesus 
Christ , son of god, saviour); therefore the fish 
was an attr ibllle of the Virgin Mary (with all 
the other emblems she shares with Ishtar - Isis
Aphrodite); 

5. sun: a. related to the Night-Crossing of 
the Sun (sun-heroes in the bellies of sea-mon
sters); b. related to the year-cycle: e.g. Osiris; it 
is the mystic "Ship of Life" sym bolizing cyclic 
existence; c. Yahweh (Sun and Light-god) was 
also Lord of the Waters: "Thou didst walk 
through the sea with thine horses": Hab. 3, 15; 
moreover, v. the st ressing of the net in I , 16, 
etc.; d. fish-ta ils are often the symbol of sun
rays, or lightning; 6. wisdom: a. esp. the Sal
mon (q.v.) as the guardian of the Tree of Life 
and Knowledge; b. related to all the symbolism 
of Water (q.v.) and Sea (q.v.); 7 . freedom: the 
proverbial freedom of its movements; 8. purity: 
passes through the salt water (= evil, esp. sex= 
' impurity'), yet remains 'fresh'; 9. wholeness, 
togetherness: "they are both as whole as a 
fish": Gent. 2, 5: said of two lovers; v. 23, a; 

10. faith, the believers: a. the Miraculous 
Draught of f"ish: (either before or after the Re
surrection), not only a reference to St. Peter, 
but also to the Church and its apostolic work; 
b. the faithful swimming in the waters of life, 
hoping for immortality; c. often represented as 
fish in a net; I I. evil: a. the chaos-monster 
Rahab was killed (daily) by the Sun-god (as 
Bull or Serpent) Yahweh; cf. Egyptian Ra ; b. 
Israel will be caught like a fish by the Babylo
nians in Hab. I , 14, which may have been sug
gested by the Near Eastern Supreme Being hav
ing a net as an attribu te; c. the Devil: a. he 
found two fishes on the primordial waters: the 
beginning of Creation; b. often in a combina
tion of two fishes: Satan and Christ as the two 
(eternally fighting) sons of Yahweh : involution 
and evolution, priest and king, etc., united in 
the X (= the shape of a fish); c. the Devil, 
hooked by the Cross, on which Christ hung as a 
bait; 12. destruction: two .People, related to 
fish (Tobias and Jonah), prophecied the de
struction of Nineveh; 13. folly; 14. greed; em
blem of Greed and an Egyptian hier. for 
'hatred'; 

15. a muddle: "a pretty kettle of fish"; 16. 
astrol. : A. Pisces; B. = the Christian Era: the 
Messiah was expected in the sign of the Fishes 
(Jewish commentary on Daniel): a. when Sa
turn (Star of Israel and of Death) and Jupiter 
('king of J ustice', and star of Life) are in con
j uction with Fishes (whose area is the Near 
East): in 7 B.C. this took place 3 tim es; in one 
case Mars (= instinct) was even in opposition; b. 
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Christ'.s death put an end to the period of the 
Lamb (= Aries= Zeus); c. at Christmas Eve (Old 
Style) at 12, the sun enters Capricorn, while 
Virgo stands at the eastern horiron, soon fol
lowed by the Serpent (held by the Serpent
bearer); C. the planet Venus has her 'exaltatio' 
in Fishes; 17. psych.: a. the two fishes on the 
primordial waters: the newly arisen world of 
consciousness; b. the self hidden in the sea of 
the unconscious; c. as one of the contents of 
the unconscious it has a higher authority than 
the snake (q.v.); d. 'a penetrative motion en
dowed wit~ a heightening power concerning 
base matters - that is, in the unconscious'; e. 
the Soul; f. one of the many theriomorphic 
symbols of the Self in dreams; 18. her.: a. 
Christianity; b. taciturnity, secrecy; c. humility, 
temperance, health; d. vigilance (fishes do not 
sleep); e. free fishing-rites; 19. alch.: 'lapis' 
(stone): a. 'prima materia': the undefined mat
ter, from which one started to work; the fish 
as related to water; b. the 'la pis philosophorum' 
= 'aurum nostrum' (our gold) := 'infans', 'puer', 
'filius philosophorum' = Hermaphrodites; 

20. Britain: the three 'royal fishes': por
poise, whale (+ narwhal). and sturgeon; 21. W. 
Blake: the lowest form of animal life: they can 
only live in water (= materialistic existence); 
22. further special meanings: A. Hebrew: a. 
does not have the intimate relation with man of 
the fowl and beast (e.g. Gen. 2, 19); b. only 
those fishes which had scales could be eaten, so 
the very sacred dolphins etc. were 'unclean'; c. 
its gall had miraculous healing-power: Tobias; 
d. the Old Jewish Passover was held in the Fish 
month of Adar; e. since it is the food of the 
Blessed in the form of Leviathan, it was often a 
funeral gift, used in sepulchral symbols, etc.; B. 
Rome: a. produces lice (from a reference in 
Pliny); b. food of Friday: the day sacred to 
Venus; C. Christian: a. Peter was sent out to 
catch a fish with a piece of money in its mouth, 
to pay church-tax: Matth. 17, 27; b. Lenten 
food; on confessionals: Penitence; c. icon: at
tribute of Sloth; d. fish-bone: resurrection (cf. 
Bone); 23. two fishes: (usually in opposite di
rections): a. marriage, domestic.felicity, e .g. in 
Egypt (another similarity to Dove); yet it also 
stands for sexual indifference, frigidity, since 
they reproduce without coition; b. v. 11 , c; c. 
symbol of Pisces (v. 16); 24. three fishes: a. 
Trinity (often intertwined); b. baptism; c. in a 
triangle: may refer to 16, B; 

25. Fisher King: a fertility-king who is aged, 
ill, wounded, or sexually impotent, and with 
whose health the fertility of the country is 
linked (v. King, Sacred - ); in the Grail Legend 
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he is the owner of the Grail Castle, of the bleed 
ing lance (a symbol of multiple meaning, which 
greatly appealed to the relic-hunting Crusaders), 
and the Grail (mainly a feminine symbol ol 
containment); he is wounded in the 'thigh' 
(q.v.) and passes the time miserably fishing; his 
health (and that of his country) can only be 
restored by a Grail-knight (whose symbol is the 
Dove), who asks 'the' Question (cf. the use ol 
this legend in T.S. Eliot's "Waste Land", where 
the questions remain inane and unanswered); 
other famous Fisher kings were Tammuz, and 
the Jewish Messiah (in the expectation of 
whom fish was eaten on Sabbaths); 26. special 
fish: a. the sword-fish: associated with the uni
corn; b. fish with a swallow-head: harbingers of 
cyclic (re-) generation; 

21.folklore: A. sacred: a. they have wisdom 
and knowledg~ those swimming in healing and 
wishing wells were embodiments of the sacred 
water, and therefore sacrilegious to kill; they 
could also grant babies and lovers; b. fish know 
what happens on the coast, and are affected by 
what happens there: they flee from a place 
where murder has been committed; c. it is un
lucky to burn fish-bones (v. 22, C, d); B. por
tents: the first catch of the season: a. if mainly 
female: good hauls for the rest of the season; if 
mainly male: poor ones; b. the first fish caught 
is often nailed to the mast, as a thank-<>ffering, 
and to ensure others to follow; C. way of eat
ing: herring, pilchard, or mackerel, must be 
eaten from the tail to the head , and never the 
other way round ; it turns the heads of the 
shoals away from the shore; D. weather-predic
tion: a. they bite well three days before a 
storm, but not on the day before a change; b. 
storms are predicted, when large fish surface 
(e.g. whales jumping), or porpoises swim rapid
ly southward; E. proverbs: a. referring to smell: 
"Fish and company stink in three days"; "no 
man cries stinking fish"; b. related to women: 
"Daughters and dead fish are no keeping 
wares" ; c. something of little value: "Better 
small fish than an empty dish". 
fish-hook 

1. means of investigating the wisdom of the 
deep (v. Water, Sea, and Ocean), of which the 
fish is a projection; this is applicable to esoteric 
philosophy as well as to the unconscious, etc.; 
2. deceit ; 3. v. Fish 11, c, c, for the Cross as 
hook ; 4. her.: a. riches got from fishing, or im
portant fishing-rights; b. good confidence, hon-
our; c. patience, virtue. · 
fishing 

1. inquisitiveness after the (unconscious) 
elements from the deep, the 'elusive treasure', 

wisdom or the unexplored unconscious; 2. fish
rrman: a. St. Peter, as 'fisher of men': of souls, 
and in souls; b. for the Fisher-king: v. Fish; c. 
the 'rich fisherman' in the Grail legends is one 
of the brothers (Brous) who caught a fish, 
which fed all around him (reminiscent of the 
Messiah-expectations: v. Fish); d. is related to 
(r,pecially lunar) cyclic life; e. draws symbolic 
tokens f rom the deep; 3. cuckolding: for a 
mun's pond having been 'fished' by his neigh
hour: Wint. l , 2; 4. folklore: proverbs: a. " If 
you swear you will catch no fish" (v. also Fish: 
h>lklore ); b. "When the wind is in the north, 
the skilful fisher goes not forth"; c . " In the 
11l•cpcst water (or troubled water) is the best 
tiK11lng"; d. "The end of fishing is not angling, 
hut catching"; e. "All fish are not caught with 
tiles"; f. "The fish will soon be caught, that 
nibbles at every bait"; related to sex again; g. 
"When the corn is in the shock, the fish are on 
the rock"; h. "The best fish swim near the bot
tom"; 5. v. Angling. 
lltehew (= polecat) 

noted for its smell and lechery: '"Tis such 
•nother fitchew; marry, a perfumed one": 0th. 
4, I. 
llv• 

t. its commonest representation: I. the 
\ JlOinted star (= microcosmos reflecting macro-
1 u~mos); the Seal of Solomon (v. Seal); inter
h11·ing triangles; 2. when connecting the points 
with the next but one, an eternal movement is 
1 rl'aled; 3. often found in organic forms; 4. the 
"olden section ; 5. five-petalled flowers (e.g. the 
wild rose); v. also VI, A; 6. the cross, X, or 
1hombus through the central dot of a quadran
Ml1• (e.g. Sir Th. Browne: Garden of Cyrus); 6. 
nirrespondences: a. colour: blue; according to 
1mme: pink; b. Zodiac: Leo; c. Planet: Mercury; 

II. in man: 1. members: 4 limbs + head 
(mun represented as spread-eagled in the penta-
1u11m); 2. fingers: 4 'fingers' + thumb; 3. senses; 
4 vowels; 5. the pool of Bethesda ('House of 
Mercy') at Jerusalem, where healing took place 
when the angel had stirred the waters, had 5 
porches (St. John 5, 2); 6. meaning: a. health, 
healing; b. comprehension; c. any form of com
munication: travel, talking, writing, etc.; d. spir
llual balance: justice, the changing aspect of the 
One Law; 

Ill. Christ and his Church: 1. wounds; 2. let
tNs of Jesus; 3. acts: desire, faith, hope, humili
ty, and love; 4. the lesser sacraments: confirma
tion, matrimony, penance, holy orders, visita
llon of the sick; 

JV. matt.er, nature: I. the 4 cardinal direc
t Ions+ the centre: a square around a dot; 2. the 

five 

4 cardinal directions + the zenith; 3. the 4 ele
ments + the quintessence; 4. colours: white, 
black, blue, red, and yellow; 5. the essential 
landscapes: a. mountains - woods; b. rivers -
lakes; c. hills; d. fertile plains; e. springs -
swamps; 6. the elemental forms, related to the 
planets: v. VII; 7. meaning: a. spring, growth; b. 
organic fulness of life; c. fecundity, fertility; d. 
Mystic: the pentad: the Great Mystic Number: 
it con tains all the power in nature, bringing 
change; 

V. 'hieramos gamos': 1. the Sacred Marriage 
of Heaven (= 3) and the Great Mother Earth (= 
2); 2. male odd + female even numbers: any 
marriage; yet, also the cleavage of the sexes, 
with the unification in 10 (=masc. 1 +fem. 0); 
3. meaning: love, the dynamic natural rhythm 
derived from the order of life (and cosmos): 
between 1 and 9; talisman of the 5-pointed star; 

VI. one of the numbers of the Great God
dess; I. its forms of manifestation: vegetative: 
a. plants with 5-pointed leaves: e.g. ivy, vine, 
bramble, fig. plane; b. plants with 5-petallcd 
flowers: e.g. the erotic briar-rose, primrose, 
periwinkle (flower of death); 2. her main occu
pations: (related to the cycle of the year): a. 
birth: the Spinner; Demeter; b. initiation: fame; 
c. consummation: all Queens of Heaven (Ishtar, 
Isis, Aphrodite, the Virgin Mary, etc.); d . re
pose; e. death: shrieking and hissing; 3. 5 = V = 
the symbol of Athene-Minerva, goddess of wis
dom; 4. related to the calendar : 5 seasons of 72 
days (72 = 9 x 8, both important numbers of 
the goddess) + 5 days of her Quinquatria (= 5 
Halls); 5. meaning: the erotic; 

VII. related to the heavens: I. the planets: 
a. Mercury: water; b. Venus: metal ; c. Mars: 
fire; d. Jupiter: vegetable (wood); e. Saturn: 
earth (death); (d conquers e, which conquers a, 
which conquers c, which conquers b); 2. mean
ing: a. splendour; b. M.A.: a tradesmark : the 
windows of the house of light and wisdom; 

VIII. related to God: 1. special forms: a. 
(zig-zag line of) 5 rays: lig}ltning; b. the 5 knobs 
or bosses on the Celtic crosses; 2. attributes: a. 
Being, sameness, diversity, motion, rest; b. Om
nipotence, omnipresence, eternal, omniscience, 
unity; 3. the 5 letters of Yahweh; 4. meaning: 
a. heavenly wisdom; b. light; 

IX. related to David: a. defeated Goliath 
with 5 stones; b. 5 hearts: the emblem of 
Judah's five sons; 

X. the Egyptian number (obvious in the 
Bible): I. frequently turns up in Egyptian con
texts: e.g. Gen. 43, 34; 45, 22; Isa. 19, 18, etc.; 
its Delta is made up of 5 rivers; 2. they also 
counted 5 planets; 3. they inserted 5 days after 
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flag 

the 12 lunar months; 4 . often found in the 
Joseph-stories; 5. meaning: abundance; 

XI. the Five Nations: I. the component 
countries of the British Empire; 2. the 5 Con
federate tribes of India; 3. continents; 

XII. further meanings: I. negligible quanti
ty: " To pay five ducats, five, I would not farm 
it": Ham. 4, 4; 2. folktale: Jack's Beanstalk 
grew from 5 beans (perh. IV, 7, a); 3. for five 
leaves: v. also Cinquefoil; XIII. v. Fifth. 
flag 

I. the earliest insignia in battle were the 
'standards', originally solid symbols, 'height
ened' above the enemy to indicate superior 
power; sometimes streamers were added, and 
later the symbol was put on the cloth; 2. identi
fication, self-assertion; 3. nationalism; 4. victo
ry; 5. signals: a. striking a flag: surrender or 
truce; b. dipping a flag (slow lowering and 
quick hoisting): salute; c. at half-mast: mourn
ing; d. upside-down: distress; 6. colours: A. 
black: a. pirate-ship: often with the white skull 
and cro~s-bones; b. execution of criminals; c_ in 
WW II returning submarines sometimes hoisted 
a black flag after a recent success; B. red flag: a. 
revolution, anarchy, socialism; b. danger; c. auc
tion; C. white flag: surrender, truce, or just 
peaceful intent (v. Per. 1, 4 ); D. yellow flag: 
contagious disease on board; 7. v. also Banner, 
Ensign. 
flagellation 

1. the word denotes flogging for another 
purpose than punishment; 2. initiation: test of 
endurance; 3. purification: driving 011t evil spir
its; 4 . fertility-rite: e.g. the Lupercalia (v. Feb
ruary) ; women were flogged at the 'Rotunda' in 
Alea during the Dionysiac festival, just as young 
lads were flogged at the sanctuary of 'Standing' 
Artemis at Sparta (Pausan. 3, 16); 5. curative:/ 
(often with nettles) a. to improve the digestion; 
b. to improve the circulation of the blood; 6. 
sexual stimulant: both active and passive; 7. the 
flogging of images for fertility: a. Pan, with 
sea-leeks (Theocritus 7, 107f.); b. underworld
deities with rods (Pausan. 3, 16); 8. psych.: self
castigation is closely related to introversion 
(penetration into one's unconscious + asceti
cism), through which one may be fertilized, 
inspired, regenerated, and reborn; 9. folklore: it 
is lucky for fishermen to beat their wives before 
setting o ut; 10. v. Scourge, Whip. 
flagon 

O.T.: 1. "Stay me with flagons, comfort me 
with apples: for I am sick of love": SoS 2, 5; 
the 'flagons' may be cakes of grapes here; 2. the 
"flagons of wine" in Hos. 3, l indicate idolatry: 
the children of Israel " look to other gods and 
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love flagons of wine"; probably the same cake• 
as in SoS: the word may be ' lovers' of cake, aml 
refer to the Gods, to whom these vine (and fir) 
cake~ were offered; v. also Cake and Fig. 
flail 

I. threshing grain: the same relation to tlH· 
fertility of the grain, as flagellation etc. to hu 
mans; 2. power: king's emblem in Egypt; 3. :it 
tribute of Suffering: Lat. 'tribula' (cf. ' t ribulil 
tion') = 'small flail' . 4. proverb: the typical 
male activity (as spinning is for a woman: v 
Yule). 
flame 

1. lifc-forci:, also fig.: "words ... of subtk' 
flame": Beaumont ("Letter to B. Jonson"); 2. 
purification, watchfulness; 3. Supreme Deity (v. 
also l'ire); 4. wisdom; 5. soul: a. passing 
through the impurity of the world; b. "And the 
souls mounting up to God Went by her like thin 
flames": D.G. Rossetti ("The Blessed Damo 
zel"); 6. charity, love: "Euphelia serves to grace 
my measure, But Chloe is my real flame" : M. 
Prior ("An Ode"); 7. religious zeal, martyrdom ; 
8. Greek: disguise of Zeus to approach Danae ; 
9. a flame on the head: a. divine inspiration : 
the Apostles at Pentecost ; b. M.A.: attribute ol 
Religious Piety and Charity; c. a flame above 
Aeneas' son's head (and a comet in the sky) 
were omens for Aeneas to leave the city: Vergil 
(Aen. 2, 683); 

10. a flaming mountain: divine inspiration: 
a. Moses received his Law on the mounta in 
flaming with lightning; b. Zarathustra received 
the revelatio ns from Ahura-Mazda on a flaming 
mountain; 11. a flaming pillar, or a flaming 
tree-trunk: God of light and wisdom; 12. a 
flaming sword: a. sun-rays; b. O.T. attribute of 
the Cherubim protecting the entrance to the 
Garden of Eden, so: protection; 13. Dante: a. 
the souls of the Evil Counsellors (who have 
misused the gift of a superior knowledge) are 
wrapped in horned flames (of Consciousness), 
Ulysses and Diomed among them (Inf. 26); b . 
in "Purgatorio" (C. 25f.) Lust is punished b y 
the shades being incorporated in flames (con
trasting sharply with the pure flames incorpo
rating some of the Blessed in "Paradiso"); 14. 
shares in all further fire-symbolism. 
flamingo 

I. W.B. Yeats: ("Anashuya and Vijaya") a. 
sacred: perching in the temple; b. melancholic; 
2. its tongue has a fine flavour: Pliny (10, 68). 
flax 

I. domestic industry; fertility: 'llaxen
haired' Persephone ; 2. simplicity ; in Gaul it 
provided the showiest material for women's 
dresses: Pliny (19, 2) ; 3. fate (spinning god-

dcsscs); but spinning flax was a respectable oc
~·upat io n even for men; 4. gratitude; the rough
er t-he treatment it gets in processing, the finer 
the linen; 5. O.T.: a. stalks of flax covered the 
,pies, hiding on the roof of Rahab's house in 
Jericho : Josh. 2, 6; b. related to fire: the ser
vant of Yahweh shall not quench the smoking 
flax: Isa. 42, 3; cf. Judg. 15, 14; c. the man 
' like brass', who showed Ezekiel round the 
l'emple in his vision, had a 'line of flax' in his 
hand: Eze. 40, 3; flax may be linen here; 6. "as 
rank as any flax-wench that puts-to Before her 
1roth-plight": Wint. 1, 2: a loose country-girl ; 
probably a reference to flax fertility-rites, 
which existed all over Europe. 
flea 

I. parasite; 2. pettiness; 3. pest: (Danish) 
,cnt to mankind for laziness; 4. despicable ene
my: "After whom is the king of Israel come 
out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead 
dog, after a flea": I Sam 24 , 14 ; in the same 
meaning it is used in lSam 26, 20 together with 
the partridge; 5. Germ.: one of the disguises of 
Loki; 6. folklore: a. "If you kill a flea in March, 
you kill a hundred": to keep them out of the 
house you must rise very early on March I st, 
close all windows, and carefully sweep the lintel 
of the door, the hinges, and every crack; b. 
deserts the body of someone about to die; c. 
(C'ontinent) to be bitten by a flea in the hand = 
to be kissed soon ; d. to send away a person 
with a flea in his ear: peremptorily, or with a 
~tunning reproof. 
fleece 

I .. related to sheep-symbolism, especially in 
co nnection with clouds, illumined by the sun; 
fleece-like clouds predict rain: Aratus (Phaen. 
938f.); 2. rain-making: a. Gideon (Judg . 6, 
37ff.) made rain-making magic with a fleece on 
u threshing-floor (q.v. for fertility-symbol and 
carth-0mphalos); therefore in the M.A. the 
Hcece = Mary: conceiving, but remaining a dry 
virgin in the rest of her body; b. the Golden 
Fleece sought in Colchis: v. separate; 3. related 
to Pan as pastoral god: a. Pan seduced Selene
tuna by either turning himself into a ram with 
;1 fine white fleece, or by the gift of one (ref.: 
Vergil, Georg. 3, 39lff.); b . his oracular wind-
1:od whisperings can be heard when lying on a 
..acred fleece in a sacred grove: sacrifice a pig, 
for purification, then kill a ram and sleep on its 
fleece: Pausanias (I, 34 ), Lycop'!uon (I 050f.), 
etc. 
flesh 

l. material life: a. carnality: a "piece of Eve's 
flesh": Tw. N. l, 5; b. earthly riches; c. tran
~itoriness; d. life, the body as a nimated and sen-

flint 

sitive: "the thousand natural shocks That flesh 
is heir to": Ham. 3, I; 2. phallus: a euphemism 
in Eze. 16, 26, and 23, 20, where he refers to 
the proverbially generous endowment of the 
male Egyptian paramours; 3. D. Thomas: the 
womb: e.g. " Before I knocked and flesh let 
enter". 
fteur-de-lis 

I . the name: a. there are variants with lys 
and luce, so that the word may mean "lily
flower" or " light-flower"; b. Shakespeare's 
"flower-de-luce" may have been the white iris 
(e.g. Wint. 4, 3 ), but he uses the same word for 
the royal arms of F rance: e.g. I H6 l, l , and l, 
2; 2H6 5, l, etc.; 2. the Tree of Life: tri-form 
majesty of a patriarchial God: light and wis
dom; 3. fecundity: a. the male organs caught in 
the female circle: androgyne ; b. male above the 
ring, female (the downward t riangle) below it; 
4. Egypt: the life and resurrection of Hc.rus; 

5. royalty (v. also her. below): a. royal 
grace: it has also been explained as a stylized 
dove descending; b. the balance of justice and 
mercy; 6. on maps and compasses it has been 
used to indicate the North since about 1492, 
when it replaced the T ('transmontana': ' across 
the mountains' of the Alps on .Italian maps of 
Genoa, etc.), or an arrowhead o r spear; 7. gen
eral Christian symbol for: a. Christ as light of 
the world; b. the Trinity; c. the Virgin Mary; 
the month of May; d. purification ; e. belief, 
truth; 8. purity of faith and teaching of the 24 
Elders (= the Books of the O.T., v. Twenty
four): ' fiordaliso'; the opposite of the Rose = 
Charity (of the N.T.); for further comparison 
with Rose: v. Lily; 9. the paramour of the 
"Lilly, lady of the flowering field": Spenser 
("Faery Queen"); 

10. her.: A. the heraldic sign is supposed to 
have come from the Near East via Byzantium; 
B. in red: symbol of Florence; C. emblem of 
the French kings (since at least 1197): the 
Bourbon family has the symbol in or on a field 
of azure; legends connected with it: a. a lily 
(purity) was sent from heaven to Clovis at his 
baptism; b. 'fleur-<le-lis' is a pun on Fleur de 
Louis (Louis-Clovis); 11. related to symbols like 
the Horn, Caduceus, Trident, Thyrsus, etc.; 
shares in the symbolism of Iris and Lily. 
ti int 

1. fire: striking it = drawing forth of the 
fire which resides in the stone itself; cf. the 
rubbing of sticks (v. Fire); 2. ind.ifference to 
insult (though not insensitive): "I set my face 
like a flint": Isa. 50, 7; 3. everlasting: "Here 
Comes the lady: 0, so light of foot Will ne'er 
wear out the everlasting flint": Ro.m. 2, 5; 4. 
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floating 

hardness of heart: shards, flint , and pebbles 
m ust be tluown on a suicide's grave: Ham. 5, I ; 
5. the oldest tools (Stone Age Man): a. warfare: 
e.g. the arrow-heads, which were later often 
considered as 'fairy-weapons'; b. industry: 
knives, cleavers, hand-axe, etc.; c. used for 
Hebrew circumcision and Attis' self-mutilation 
('acuto silicc'): Catullus 63; 6. Germ. : a bit of 
flin t (sun or lightning) was flung at Thor (and 
stuck in his forehead) by Hrungnir (= blustering 
frost); Groa (swan-maiden and enchantress, fer
tility, growth) t ried to dislodge it in vain; 7. as a 
stone with great inherent power, it was hung 
around a horse's neck to keep it from being 
hag-ridden in the night, in the form of a round, 
holed, amulet (v. Hole and Catt le); 8. her.: zeal 
to serve; 9. D. Thomas: related to the short 
spark of life and love, the rub causing the pro
creative spark; 10. proverb : " in the coldest flint 
there is hot fire"; 11. v.Stone. 
floating 

I. psych.: a. regression : return to the waters 
of the womb; b. sexual ecstasy: floating on the 
waves of an orgasm (esp. passive, femini ne); c. 
passivity: refusal lo explore the monsters, 
which may lurk in the unconscious; 2. charac
teristic of witches and sorcerers (since Pliny: 7, 
2): v. also Drowning for Witch-ducking; 3. male 
corpses float on their backs, female corpses on 
their faces 'as if nature spared their modesty 
after death': Pliny (7, 17). 
flogging 

v. l"'lagellation. 
flood 

I. stories of a Deluge a rc fo u nd everywhere, 
except in Africa; it is never a complete destruc
tion, but always a punishment, from which one 
man (and his fa mily: escapes; it varies with 
stories about destruction by Fire, of which the 
Bible presents an example in Sodom and Go
morrah, from wh ich Loi and his daugh ters es
caped ; 2. a temporary black-out, like eclipses, 
or the three days of 'dea th of the moon'; 3. 
Zodiac: Pisces: re-emergence; 4. any heavy rain
fa ll may share some of its symbolism ; 5 . rebel
lion : e.g. Shakespeare (v. River); 6. D. Thomas: 
a. a 11ood of water to pu t out the fire; b. tears; 
punishment ; c. Noah's selective flood; 7. v. Ark. 
floor 

T.S. Elio t: "floor of memory": on which, in 
norm al circum stances, things are neatly ar
ranged, but which is upset by "lunar incanta
tions" ("Rhapsody"); perhaps a reminiscence 
of Shelley's "The Cloud". where the moon 
"Glides glimmering o'er my fleece-like floor " 
and the moon also works her magic. 
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flour 
I. the finest extract of something: the op1lo 

site of ' bran'; e.g. Cor. I , I ; 2. folklore: spill11w 
flour: you may marry a drunkard; 3. share~ 111 

the symbo lism of Bread, Grain, etc. 
flower 

L the symbolism of a flower is determined 
by many factors, e.g.: a. its natural propertic~ 
grow ing in solitary places , growing in the shad1'. 
etc.; b. the colour of the flower: e.g. most red 
and-white flowers will be related to the Grear 
Goddess (v. l"'olklore); but a lso wh ite flower' 
(e.g. Hawthorn) will be related to her death 
aspect; c. the number of peta ls or fingers in th1• 
leaves: e.g. tluee for the Trinity , 5 for the Great 
Goddess; 2. beauty ; 3. festivity, joy: "And 'ta' 
my faith that every !lower Enjoys the air 11 
breathes": W. Wo rdsworth ("Lines writ ten in 
early Spring"); 4. transitoriness: in Ps. 103, l.S 
the flowers of the fi eld are ment ioned as short 
lived: the wind (both desert-wind and Time) 
kills them ; 

5. birth (Spring), copula tion, death, and re· 
generation (the cycle of vegetat ive life): a. 
"For, lo, the winter is past, the ra in is over and 
gone; The flowers appear on the earth": SoS 2, 
11 ; b. "flower-blanket" = the grave; c. "No, I 
wiU rob Tellus of her weed To strew thy green 
with flowers": Per. 4 , I ; 6. com munication : 
send ing someone flowers ; 7. virtue, goodness, 
purity: the opposite of Thorns, etc.; 8. myste
ry, the Mystic Centre (q.v.), the myst ical rela
tion of the universe: "To see ... Heaven in a wild 
flower": W. Blake ("Auguries of Innocence") ; 
9. star on earth; 

10. victory; 11 . temptation (related to 
Sa tan, like Fruit), deceit: a. "The handsomest 
flower is not the sweetest": proverb ; b. " Look 
like the innocent flower , But be the serpen t 
under'!": Mac. J , 5; J 2. love, especially femi
nine love, the vulva , virginity : Shakespeare usu
ally gives the flora l passages lo women: Ger
trude, Ophelia, Desdemona , Cordelia , Marina , 
Perdita, etc.; cf. also Cym. 4 , 2, where one 
brother chides the other with using 'wench-like 
words'; cf. a lso 'deflower'; 13. woman: the 
flower-woman is the opposite of the Fruit-man ; 
14 . soul : archetype; 

15. balance, justice; 16. Christia n: the result 
of good works, especially charity; 17. a/ch.: the 
Celestial flower = a meteorite = the Work of 
tbe Sun; 18. W. Blake: plucking flowers: a. sex
ual indulgence, the sexual act; b. innocent joys ; 
19. colours (v. also l"'olklore) : A. red: love, pas
sion ; B. white : a. innocence, blamelessness: 
"Wearing the white flower of a blameless life": 

l cnnyson ("Idylls", Dedic.); b. love, coitior.; c. 
death, heroism; d. atlr. of the Great Goddess (v. 
I , b): Artemis-Diana, Hera-Juno, the Virgin 
Ma~; . 

20. combinations: a. scattered flowers: JOYS, 
pleasures; b. flower-blanket: v. 5, b ; 21 . folk
lore: a. if a flower or plant blossoms out of 
'ICason: bad luck, often meaning death (the dan
i:cr of the abnormal); b . colour: a. many white 
!lowers, a nd those with drooping heads, in 
which the souls of the dead dwell, arc danger
ous to bring ' nto the house; b. flowers with 
yellow corollas: protect aga inst witchcraf t; c. 
red flowers: fortunate, representing blood, life; 
cl. do not bunch red a nd white flowers together 
(v. I , b) for a hospita l-bouquet: death in the 
ward; c. real flowers are unlucky on the stage 
(except the bouquets at the end of the perform
ance); cf. the danger of boasting as a challenge 
of the gods. 
flute 

J. Greek: a. Athene hated ii as a defiler of 
the body: "I give not myself to my own un
doing" (= the loss of my virginity); this is 
denied by others who assert she had seen the 
reflexion of her own blown cheeks while play
ing it ; probably this represents the original re
jection of the Asian flute in favour of the in
digenous Greek lyre of Apo llo; ref. Ovid (Pasti 
6, 693ff.); b . the flute may have been of Phry-
11ian origin , used in the service of Cybele; c. in 
Greece it was originally connected with the 
Elegy (lament for the Gods); later it was used 
for all purposes: marches (Sparta), to accom
pany wrestling matches, building, reaping, etc., 
but mainly to accom pany sacrifices ; flute
conlests were abandoned soon after their intro
duction at the Pythian Games because of their 
melancholic (funerary) associations: Pausanias 
(10 , 7); d . il is an attribute o f Dionysus (ecstat· 
ic, frantic), Euterpe (harmony), Apollo, Mar
~yas, Hermes, Adonis (cf. Att is); 2. its sex: (cf. 
Orum) a. according to form : phallic, masculine; 
b. according to sound : feminine; 3. pastoral 
music: related to the Pipe; 4. erotic anguish or 
joy: a. "Her white Belly's Lute she set to his 
flute": street-ballad; b. hopeless love: "The soft 
complaining flute In dying notes d iscovers The 
Woes of hopeless lovers": J. Dryden ("Song for 
St. Cecilia's Day, 1687"); c. it ' stirs the loins' 
(' incitat Jumbos') for the feast of the Bona Dea; 
5. wind : like any wind-instrument; 6. fertility : 
played at all kinds of fertility and resurrection
rites: betrothals, courtships, weddings, circum
cision, funeral, healing, initiation, etc.; 7. 
praise: attribute of Flattery; 8. "The Magic 
Flute" ('Zauberflote') inspires love: a. as an in-

fly 

strument of night winds: physical desire; b. as 
an instrument of day winds: 'chaste' love. 
fly 

I . impurity: a. a fl y in the o intment causes 
stink: Eccl. 10, I ; b. as · unclean' it was not 
allowed in So lomon's temple; c. impurity em
blem in the M.A. ; 2. lust: a. "The wren goes to 
' t , and the small gilded fl y Does lecher in my 
sight" : Lr. 4, 4 ; b. (Desdemona) " I hope my 
noble lord, esteems me honest" - (Othello) "O, 
ay, as summer's flies are in the shambles, That 
quicken even with blowing": 0th. 4 , 2; 3. 
greed: a. "The fly that sips treacle is lost in the 
sweets" : J ohn Gay ("The Beggar's Opera" 2, 
8); b. " the petulant fl y Bit b it!P.rly for blood, 
as then most sweet": Chapman ("Eugenia") : 
presages storm ; 4. deceit: a. " the most deadly 
killing fly": because it is used to catch trout 
(Colton: "To Isaac Walton"); b. 'to rise to the 
fly': be hooked by deceit; 

5. dandy: "These stra nge flies, these fash
ion-mongers": Rom. 2,); 6. arrogance: a fly 
sitting o n the axle-tree o f a chariot-wheel said: 
"Wha t a dust do I raise" (Aesop); it is the least 
teachable or intelligent animal; 7. pest: a. the 
fourth sign of Moses in Egypt ; b. since flies 
depopulated areas of Palestine, they became the 
symbol for the Egyptians (with the Assyrians as 
Bees): e:g. Isa. 7, 18; 8. diminutive life : a.· 
"Even a fly has its spleen": proverb ; b . victim 
of deceit: " 'Will you walk into my parlour?' 
said the spider to a fly": M. Howitt ("The 
Spider and the fly") ; c. " The wanton Boy that 
kills the Fly Shall feel the Spider's enmity": W. 
Blake (Aug. of Inn.); 9. lord of the Flies: Beel
zebub ; there are two explanations for this 
name: a . the Jews meant the Averter of the fl y, 
Baii.1-Zebub (for similar gods v. 10), a Philistine 
deity, god of Ekron (ISam 5, 10,and 2Kings L, 
2), and made him into the representative of 
fa lse gods, la ter into a Demon (q.v.); b. (more 
probable) they purposely changed the name 
from Baal-Zabul, who was the Prince Ruler, the 
Lord of the House (v. llouse); but cf. LO, c; 

LO. other Fly-Averting gods: a. Zeus 'Apo
myios', to w ho m an ox was annually sacrificed; 
b. Hercules V ictor in Rome: because as Hera
cles he had made the sacrifice to Zeus in E lis; c. 
in the Gilgamesh Epic we read that the god s, 
smelling the sacrifice and libations, gathered 
' like flies' over them ; 11. the Spirit of the Old 
Year: chased with besoms of wild olive; 12. 
Germ.: Loki's d isguise: a. in order to steal 
rreya's necklace, Brisingamen (q.v.; =fertility ); 
however, he was heard and chased by the guar
dian Heimdal ; b. in order to sting and suck the 
blood of those he wished to torment; 13. Chris-
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f ly ing 

tian: a. the devil, bringer of evil and pestilence; 
b. sin leading to redemption; 14. Constellation: 
Musca Borea lis; 

IS. literary references: a. W. Blake: (like all 
vermin:) the priest , the inhibiting force of the 
pre-conscious, who taints all innocent joys; b. 
W.B. Yeats: "The Long-Legged Fly": fl ying on 
a stream: mind moving on s ilence, in isolation, 
so tha t through inward vision a Unity of Being 
may be obtained that will rescue a civilization ; 
16. folklore: A. Rome: squashed flies were used 
for eyebrow-pencilling (Pliny); B. nursery
rhymes: a. the fly. with her little eye, saw the 
Sparrow kill C'ock Robin; b. married a bumble 
bee; C. weather-prognosticatio n: v. 3, b. 
fly ing 

I. height (-symbolism); 2. speed; 3. psych .: 
dream ing of fl ying (Freud) : sexual ' li ft ing', or, 
j ust escape from a d isagreeable s it uat ion; cf. 
F loating; v. a lso M. Chagall's fl ying lovers; 4. D. 
Thomas: a great variety of th ings are repre
sented as 'flying': a. gra il : spiritual elevation 
hampered tiy material life; b. garden : Christ as
cend ing, the Eden of ch ildhood, poetic desire, 
or heaven above; c. the sea: wiU pu t the bad-fire 
ou t; 5. folklore: fly ing in a sieve is the fea t of 
many witches. 
Flying Dutchman, the 

I. the Dutch capta in van der Deeken was 
condem ned for blasphemy to sail around the 
Cape of Good Hope for ever, unable to round it 
or make a port; he had sworn he would do it, if 
it took him till Judgment Day; he has the silen t, 
working, bu t dead crew of most Pha ntom 
Ships; Wagner used this sto ry; 2. seeing the 
Dutch ship means disaster, usually death; 3. v. 
Ship for other Phantom Ships. 
foam 

I. Aphrodite was born from the foam of the 
sea (fertilized by Uranus' castra ted parts) ; re
lated to 'meerscha um' (pipes) by J. Joyce; 2. 
Set's foam: salt (q .v.); 3. body moisture, esp.: 
a. milk ; b. semen; c. sweat; d. saliva; e. tears. 
fog 

I. R. Browning: 'fog in the throat': ap
proach ing death (" Prospicc"); 2. T.S. Eliot: A. 
"The Love-Song of A. Prufrock":•= cat = carnal 
desire, ending in inertia; cf. C. Sand burg: 
("Fog") "The fog comes on little cat feet"; B. 
"The Waste Land": a. dimness of vision; b. iso
lation: the opposite of the lunar synthesis; c. 
t ransformat ion , giving a sense of the unreal. 
font (baptismal) 

I . " immaculatus divini font is u terus": the 
immaculate u terus (of Mother Church) of the 
divine well; 2. rebirth ; 3. purifica tion; 4. initia
tion; 5. v. Baptism. 
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food 
I . the visible form of d ivine life, both 111 

herent in the food itself and the incorporation 111 
divine beings: the "soul of bread" = the soul ul 
Osiris, the Eucharist = the body of Christ ; 2 111 
a sacrifice the food offered must be killed (a111 
mal), broken (bread), or poured out (libation\ ) 
in order to reach the intersectio n of life a111l 
immortality, which the original fert ility-hern1•, 
do, too: the dismembermen t o f Osiris, the crun 
fixion of Christ, etc.; 3. most food-tabus arm< 
from the fac t , that (at an earlier stage for tho"' 
declared ' unclean') it is sacred to a deity; it wa' 
usual for that food to be eaten only on th1• 
feasts of tha t deity: e.g. the Christmas boar 111 
Engla nd at Yule-t ide, whereas pork-meat wa' 
normally 'unclean'; 4. the breaking of th1• 
food-tabu bro ugh t (and brings) dea th, but mon• 
of te n ' leprosy' (many animals fa lling under tl11· 
protection of the Great Goddess as deity ol 
agricultura l fer tility, or as Sacred Huntress; slw 
made people 'turn white'); cf. also Adam and 
Eve in th is respect; 5. parta king of food in tin• 
Underworld meant that one was to .stay : v. Per 
sephonc below; 6. sharing food: a. kinship and 
friendship; b. creates a 'bond', especially a la\\ 
set in cyclic motion: Persephone, having eaten 
of Aides' pomegranate-seeds (the seeds of fer· 
ti li ty) was ' bound' to spend part of the year in 
the Underworld (vegetative life); the bond pro
h ibits the participants to k ill each other, e .g. 
lobates not killing BeUerophon (Tzetzes on 
Lycophron 17); cf. also Apollon. Rhod. (3, 
377ff.); 7. red food: (Greek) reserved for the 
dead, except in funera l rites and rites of ances
tor-worsh ip ; 8. v. Eating. 
fool 

I. any abnormality, evoking both ridicule 
and awe: A. anyone, who does not conform to 
the standards of (bourgeois) society: e.g. Eulen
spiegel (q.v.); he generally applies accepted 
phrases to a n 'abnormal' situation, and v.v.; B. 
a. anyone who wilfully works at involution (in 
order to make re-evo lut ion possible): "No man 
can play the foo l so well as a wise man" is a 
highly ambiguous proverb; b. inversion of the 
normal (dege nerate) order, turning to (re
pressed) unconscious urges, to pristine inno
cence: a. e.g. the Sa turnalia-Qirnaval; C. (from 
the view-point of society): wicked, heret ical , 
spendthrift , a meddling busybody, or a tool to 
use for one's own benefit ("Many a one for 
land takes a foo l by the hand" = marries her or 
him, proverb); D. related to: a. madmen and 
children (both speak the truth); b. for t une : e.g. 
"O I am fortune's foo l": Rom. 3, I ,= fortune's 
play thing; perh. the Eliz. meaning of ' beloved' 

1, mixed in : " Love is not Time's fool": Sonn. 
11 6; 2. absolu te innocence; cf. the or iginal 
meaning of 'siUy'; 3. the step beyond (and es-
1,1pe from) the ultimate human suffering: e.g. 
K mg Lear himself becomes the Fool (who then 
1h\i1ppears), when suffering becomes too grea t ; 
4 melancholy; the 'lunar' aspect of the clown; 

5. sun : a. subs! itute of the Sun-king as a 
\.1crifice: e.g. Saturnalia, Carnaval; b. sun-heroes 
f'l' ncra lly have a spell of destructive madness 
cowing to the dizzy ing effect of the sun, or to 
1•\plain thefr brutal child-sacrifices to a more 
w nsitive generation): e.g. Heracles kiUing h is 
d 11ldrcn ; 6. Christ ian: a. Christ for bade his dis
l' iplcs to call their brothers ' foo ls' (even though 
the meaning may be literal, due to the Greek of 
Matth. 5, 22) ; b. Christ him self, rela ted to the 
('hristmas Fool and the Green Knight (v. Green , 
llolly, Finger, and next) ; c. the true believers 
urc "God's fools" in the original sense of the 
word: e.g. St. Anthony, naked on his deathbed; 
7. the degenerate idea of Fool is connected 
with: a. pride, experience, custom ; b . marketing 
(proverbs); c. the godless (Psalms). 
Fool, The - (Tarot) 

I. o ther names: the Mate ('checkmate'), The 
Unwise Ma n; he is the fust (0) o r last (22nd) of 
the Major Arcana (sometimes unnumbered); he 
1, related to both Magician and Hanged Ma n; 
the precursor of the Joker; 2 . represented: a 
man dressed like a jester, or a pilgrim, or like a 
mere frivolous (Renaissance) young man, who 
wa lks through a mountainous area; ;i dog or 
fe line animal bites his left (sometimes his r ight) 
leg, or threatens to do so, from behind ; he 
looks up and thus does no t notice the abyss at 
his feet (where often a crocodile-monster awaits 
him) ; in one hand he carries a pilgrim's bundle 
on a stick over his shoulder, in the other a walk
ing-stick or a flower (purple tulip or white 
rose); he sometimes wears a bell on his belt ; 3. 
denotes: a. the Absolu te Zero: from which all 
proceeds, which is all, and to which a ll retur ns; 
life, involutive death/chaos, and resurrectio n; b. 
entrance through the gate of experience (anni
hilating matter) into the world of (Divine) Wis
dom (some of which is stored in his waUet) ; c. 
the Great Choice; d . the imminent fall into the 
;ibyss of the subconscious; e. astra l. : (some
times) Gemini. 
foot 

I . direct contact with (mother) earth ; the 
lowest level: chalk-marks o n the feet of the 
slaves fo r sale (Ovid: Amores 1, 8, 64) ; 2. seat 
of power : A. related to the Sacred Heel (q.v.) 
of the Sun-kings; the sun, or moon, is The Trav
eller: a. it is the king's most vulnerable par t: 

f oot 

·Achilles, Talas, etc.; it is of ten 'bit by a snake', 
or 'h it by an arrow', o r weak (Harpocrates), or 
deformed (Hephaestos); b. to protect it from 
touch ing the ground the Dionysian cothurn 
(q.v.) was invented, later used by the trage
dians; feet may represent sun-rays (e.g. the 
'feet' of the swastika); B. magic power : a. He
brew: Jacob supplanted Esa u by grasping his 
heel; b. Celtic: Gwydion overruled Arianrhod to 
give Liew Law, her son , the name he needed , 
by grasping her foot; c. Cinderella came into 
the Prince's power, when he took her foo t ; d. 
the origin of "clasping a person's feet" as a sup
plicant: getting power over the person ad
dressed; e. lying a t a person's feet = being van
quished by him: e.g. "This England never did, 
nor never shall , Lie at the proud foo t of a con
queror, But when it first did help to wound 
itself': K. John 5, 7; cf. "to tra mple under 
one's feet" = to tyrannize; especially with the 
lef t foot, when overcoming evil ; C. legends a nd 
stories of a mortal hero fa Uing in love, and liv
ing with a goddess in an encha nted ?lace (espe
cially islands), who becomes homesick (though 
they live outside time: 'as if a day') and as soon 
as he sets foo t on native soil, becomes haggard, 
shrivels up, dies, etc.; in nature-myths this can 
be explained as the setting sun; remnants may 
be fo und in as widely different s tories as Titho
nus and "La Belle Dame Sans Merci"; D. the 
great ·power of feet may explain the many 
spots, where the foo tprints of the Devil, heroes, 
etc. have been left in stone; 

3. phallic (with the shoe as vulva), fer tility 
(v. I ): a. O.T.: 'foot' is a euphemism fo r geni
tals: e.g. Deut. 28, 57 ('between he r feet'), 
Ruth 3, 4 , etc.; also " I have washed my fee t ; 
how shall I defile them": SoS 5 , 3 (in this con
text we ca n hardly accept the meaning of 'd e
file' in connectio n with the other euphem ism: 
"to cover one's fee t" = to ease nature : e.g. 
Judg. 3, 24 , I Sam 24 , 3) ; cf. "the head , and the 
hair of the fee t": Isa. 7, 20; b. Norse: a. bare 
feet played an important part in fertility-rites; 
b. Ska de had to choose a husband by the feet : 
she chose the most beautiful pair , think ing they 
were Balder's, and got Njo rd; c. T.S. Eliot: 
fee t-washing, aceompanied by the singing of 
ch ildren precedes the return of fert ility in the 
Grail legend; in "The Waste Land" this great 
r itual is reduced to modern vulgarity; d . Jung: 
in dreams it has a "generative and phallic sig
nificance"; e. proverb: "The master's footsteps 
fa tten the soil"; 4 . soul : v. also Crutch ; 

5. funeral: dying = 'going away', 'passing 
on'; 6. slow wandering: a. especially the sun 
and the moon: v. 2, A; b. danger accompanying 
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foo t 

travel; c. pathmaker ; d. "Misfort unes come on 
wings and depart on foot"; e. lasciviousness: 
'dragging feet' (heilipodes): 'twining thigh with 
thigh'; v. also Walking; 7. a measure; in poetics 
the word points to the grea ter importance of 
the feet than the hands in Western dances; 8. 
Zodiac: governed by Pisces; 9. bare feet: A. 
Hebrew: a. mourning; b. respect (height-sym
bolism): lowering oneself (like kneeling and 
squa tting), willingness to serve: Moses near the 
Burning Bush, and v. 9, B; B. Rome; slaves 
went barefoot; v. I; C. Christian: a. poverty (= 
travelling without cumbersome possessions), 
demanded of the d isciples (Luke IO, 4), con
nected with humility and Jesus' washing the 
apost les' fee t: giving them power; b. especially 
related to ascetic sa ints, e.g. St. John the Bap
tist ; 

I 0. foot-race: a. a way of selecting the fer
tility Sun-king; e.g. Atalanta's race; b. gods 
chasing one another ; the flight of time; c. gods 
a nd heroes are described as 'swift-foo ted'; e .g. 
Achilles in Homer; d . the gods as hunters; 11 . 
her.: the ancestor has discovered and followed 
an important track or fact, and gained lasting 
merit; 12. foo t-wear: (v. also Slippers, Shoes, 
Sanda ls, etc.) a. Rome: liberty: v. 9, B; b. 
gilded foot-wear: (Rome) roya lty; c. warriors 
go to war with the left foo t bare, and the r ight 
foot covered with rawhide (a·s a weapon) : e.g. 
Vergil (Aen. 7, 689); 13. a cloven foo t: a. O.T.: 
'unclean' animal, unless it chews the cud; b. 
Christian: the devil, sin (v. Devil); 14. colour: a. 
silver-footed ('aguropeza'): Thetis: e.g. Homer 
(II . 1, 538); b. purple (ruddy :"phoinokopeza '): 
Demeter (Pindar : Olymp. 0, 6, 94)and Hecate 
(id. Paean 2); 

15. foot-prints: a. remain a portion of the 
person who made them, and therefore ca n be 
used in (black) magic; b. in ashes: used in divi
nation; c. no foo t-prints: fairies: (I will) " like a 
nymph, with long dishevelled hair, Dance on 
the sands, a nd yet no foot ing seen" : Ven. 148; 
d. v. 2, D; 16. folklore: A. "God comes with 
leaden feet, but strikes with iron hands": prov
erb; B. luck related to the feet: I. lucky fee t: a. 
with an extra toe (cf. Finger); b. with a thin 
web be tween them ; bu t in coastal areas that 
points to seal-blood : v. Seal and Mermaid; II. 
unlucky: a. flat-footed people: unlucky (e.g.) as 
f'irst Foot (v. below); b. the second toe longer 
than· the first: men make cruel husbands; C. for 
all enterprises the righ t foot should be used be
fore the lef t (especially fo r the bride en tering 
her new home); it should a lso be shod before 
the left; D. a Footling (one who is born feet 
fore most) has magical and healing powers; how-
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ever, he has more chance to get an accident thut 
will make him lame; E. First Foot: the f1 r' 1 
visitor of the New Year to ente r the house , tu 
bring luck and prosperity; he must com e UR 

soon as possib le after midnight, bringing git u 
symbolizing abundance (bread, coal , money, 
salt) and carry ing an evergreen-branch (lil1· 
symbol); he must be: a. a man: to represent th1• 
New Year; b. never: flat-footed, cross-eyetl , 
etc.; sometimes children come later with carol\, 
and sprinkle water through the house (purih 
cation-rite); f'. related to cat: a. always lands 011 
its feet; b. "T he cat would eat fish, but woul d 
not wet her feet": proverb;. c. a good sportin11 
dog must have cat's feet. 
football 

I. someth ing spurned and kicked by every 
body: Err. 2, 1; 2. equality: "All fellows at 
foo tball" (proverb): a ll equal on the field. 
footman 

T.S. Eliot: " the Eternal Footman" : death 
("Prufrock"); v. also Groom. 
footstool 

1. attribute of the Canaanite supreme dei 
ties, e.g. El and Baal; 2. the earth (or Mt. 
Saphon): " the heaven is my throne, and the 
earth is my footstool": Isa. 66, I; also Matth. 5 , 
35; 3. the Ark is the 'footstool of the Lord ' 
(Lament. 2, I ); or any place of worship: Ps. 99, 
5; 132, 7; 4. lowest subservience (he ight-sym
bolism): " I make thine enemies thy footstool" : 
Ps. 110, I; 5, securi ty: "our foo tstool of securi
ty": 3H6 5, 7; also in Canaa n it went with the 
throne. 
ford 

I . threshold-symbolism: intersection of any 
two states or fo rm s: sleeping/waking, t ime/ eter
n ity; 2. psych.: the crossing, being encircled, 
and 'devoured ' by water = overcoming the 
mother-imago of the unconscious, generally 
manifesting itself as a desire for sleep or death; 
the ford thus is the border-line between the 
conscious a nd unconscious: ma ny heroes die in 
rivers (sun), o r conquer monsters near, or in, 
water; 3. what rises from the ford: the forces of 
the unconscious, e .g. monsters, demons, or met
amorphosed father or mother images. 
fo rehead 

I . head-symbolism: knowledge, wisdom, 
etc.; v, Brow; 2. reflexion of a person's charac
ter: " thou hadst a whore's forehead": Jer. 3, 3 ; 
this may refer to a veil, to ornaments, or just 
mean the forehead as the mirror of character ; 3. 
reflexion of a person's fee lings: a. " Grim-vis
aged war ha th smoothed his wrinkled front": 
R3 1, I ; b. " .. . to be contracted in one brow of 
woe": Ha m. I, 2; 4 . a person's " front"= shield: 

" as an adamant harder than flint have I made 
thy forehead": Yahweh to Ezekiel (3, 9): so 
that he can withstand the buffets of the Israel
ites, when he prophesies: a "bastion" of emo
tums; cf. also Jer .. 5, 3, where the Israelites ~ave 
made their "faces" harder than rock; 5. piety; 
''-II· the ashes on the fo rehead on Ash-Wednes-
11ay in the R.C. Church; 6. place, where a pe'.
"'" is branded as a punishment: e.g. Cam s 
mark, but also for crim inals and slaves; the fore
head is related to being made a cuckold, e.g. 
l'ourne ur (Rev. Trag., pass., e.g. 2, 2); 7. in the 
M.A. a large forehead was an asset of beauty fo r 
,1 woman: e.g. Chaucer's Nun-Priest, whose 
lorehead was at least _'a spanne broad'. 
forest 

1. the female principle, the Great Mother: a. 
outside reason and intellect: ou tside control 
,1nd cultivation; b. earth-symbol: the opposite 
ol the sun; c. the unconscious: terrors and mon
~ l crs in it repiesent the perilous aspect of the 
u11conscious; 2. hiding: in the forest (= t.hc 
body) live the Unicorn (= spirit) and the White 
llind (= soul); 3. hunting; 4. the home of o_u t
luws, and the scene o f fert ility-rites; according 
to Ovid the scene of love-making before houses 
,ind bedrooms were invented (De Arte Am. 2, 
(123); so: man's pristine home; 5. the home of 
Jairies and supernatural spirits; 6. Hebrew: kmg
clo m; 7. Dante: a. the wood of Error and sl,eep 
( init iation to V isions): his 'selva oscura of 
" Inferno" I ; b. the forest o f suicides: poison
ous and withered trees among which harpies 
ny; 8. W. Blake: the fo rests on the shore: 
11rowth of Error, the t rue path h idden by Theo
ry: 9. D. Thomas: "forest of the lawn": a. pub
ic hair ; b. the procreative word-trees = poems. 
forge . . . . 

I. brain, thought ; 2. poetic inspua llon; 3. v. 
Smith, Blacksmith. Anvil, Hammer. 
forget -me-not . 

I . ingenuous simplicity; 2. souven u , remem
hrance; 3. real love; 4 . constancy; 5. exchanged 
hy fr iends on February 29 (leap-year) and a lso 
hy those starting on a journey. 
fo rk 

I . spitefulness; 2. instrument of torture; 3. 
two-pronged: a. a ttribu te of Hades, death; b. v. 
.ilso Pitch-fork; 4 . three-tined: v. Trident and 
Caduceus; 5. D. Thomas: a. crotch ; b. v. Fork
ing; 6 . folklore: a. dropping a fork predicts the. 
,1rrival of a woman (but v. Spoon); b. tw~ forks 
laid accidentally beside a plate: there will soon 
be a wedding in the house; c. (childlore) when 
forks are accidentally crossed a t a girl's place at 
table, she w ill meet romance. 
forking 

D. Thomas: a. related to the Devil's tongue, 

forty 

and the poet's tongue: the poems are "fibs of 
vision"; b. (esp. in the earlier poems) growth by 
division of cells: the two halves, which, unless 
united, are crippled (also referring to man a nd 
woman); c. ("If I were tickled") fixed, impaled, 
pierced, but also merely dividing: when the eye 
'forks' it may see double = not see the synthe-
sis. 
Fortunatus 

in the M.A. a hero of a popular chapbook: a 
Cyprian, who is about to starve, and, meet ing 
the goddess of Fortune, is allowed to choose 
(mot if: the hero's cho ice) between riches, beau
ty, health, and wisdom; he chooses r iches, and 
receives a purse, which is never empty (motif: 
inexha ustible riches); visit ing the sultan of 
Cairo he gets a wish ing-cap, which transpor!s 
h im to any place he desires: he returns to his 
country, where he lives in luxury; at h is death 
his two sons (= Fortunatus in unfavourable 
mul t iplicity) arc not satisfied with luxury 
a lone and add recklessness and folly, which 
bring~ disaster (moJ if: the f'ata l Gift); the ob
vious mora l: he should have chosen wisdom. 
forty 

I. forty hours, days, years (sacred in He
breo-Christian numerology): 

J. anticipation: A. Hebrew: a. Moses was on 
the Mount fo r fo rty days to receive the Tables 
of the Law; b. Israel was in the desert ('wilder
ness') for fo rty years; B. Christian: a. Chr.ist was 
in the tomb 40 hours before Resurrection; b. 
after Christ was resurrected he remained on 
earth forty days before As9ension ; c. forty days 
of Lent; C. general: 40 weeks constitu te the 
time of human pre-natal existence; movement 
in the womb after 40 days' pregnancy predict a 
boy, 90 days for a girl; Pliny (7, 6); 

2. purification: A. Hebrew: a. the l'lood was 
caused by for ty days of rain; after another for
ty Noah opened h is window; Gen. 7, 17; b. 
Jacob's embalming a nd mourning took forty 
days (which would have been 70 in Egypt): 
Gen. 50, 3; c. Elijah was in the desert forty 
days, to reach Mt. Horeb: !Kings 19, 8;d._ f?rty 
days o f purification for a woman, who 1s un
clean' after giving birth to a son; twice forty for 
a daughter ; B. Christian: a. Chr ist fasted in the 
desert for forty days; b. Chris t preached for 
forty months; C. alch.: period of the Work: af
ter 40 days of purifica tion the Philosopher's 
Stone or the Elixir of Life has to appear; J?. 
general: a. the origin of quarantine ('quadragin
ta '); b. medical: cha nges in an illness can be 
expected after 40 days; . 

3. trial, probation: A. Hebrew: a . Gohath 
challenged Israel fo r 40 days: !Sam 17, 16; b. 
forty days of spying in the land of Canaan: 
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forty-nine 

Num. 13, 25; c. Elijah was fed by ravens for 40 
days; d. Jonah's warning: "Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown": Jon. 3, 4 ; B. 
Christian:. Jerusalem was destroyed 40 years 
after Christ's death; C. general: a widow can 
live in her deceased husband's house unm o
lested for forty days; 

4. expiation: a. Hebrew: Ezekiel slept on his 
r ight side for forty days to expiate the 40 years 
of sin of Judah ; b. Christian: a special devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament (to expiate the sins of 
the world, e.g. at Carnaval) was a forty hour 
prayer; 40 days of Lent; 

5. maturity (= a generation): A. Hebrew: a. 
a t forty a man was ripe to act in his own per
son: Gen. 25, 20; 26, 34; Josh. 4, 7; b. Moses' 
l ife was divided into three periods of 40 years 
(= three generations); c. Esau and Isaac married 
at forty; B. Greek: forty is the highest point in 
a man's life; C. general: a. "When.fo r ty winters 
shall besiege thy brow ... ": Sonn. 2, after that 
youth is over; b. "a woman is a devil at forty": 
proverb; c. "Every man at forty is a fool or a 
physician": proverb; 6. peace: Judg. 3 l i · 8 
28; ' ' ' 

JI. an indefinite number: a. "worth forty 
ducats": Err. 4 , 3; b. "I could beat forty of 
them": Cor. 3, l ; 

Ill. castigation: "forty stripes save one" 
(Deut. 25, 3; 2Cor. 11 , 24 ): a . according to 
Mosaic Law not more than forty stripes could 
be given in punishment; in order to be safe they 
deducted one, which, moreover made divisions 
in three possible: 1/3 on the chest and 2/3 on 
the back, and only 13 strokes if ' a whip of 
three lashes was used; b. som etimes the term is 
applied to the Anglican Thirty-Nine Articles; 

IV. Forty Thieves: with their Underground 
riches in a cave (winter fertility underground), 
which is opened by the magic word (of Spring); 

V. the Forty: a. the courts of justice in 
Venice; b. the Forty Immortals: members of 
the French Academy; 

VI. folklore: A. according to O.E. law: a. 
the lim!t to pay for manslaughter was 40 days; 
b. a krught demanded 40 days of service from a 
tenant; c. a new burgess had . forty days to 
build a new house in; d. the privilege of sanc
tuary was valid for forty days; e. a stranger had 
to pay 'tithes' after 40 days ; B. forty pence: the 
usual amount for a wager: H8 2, 3; C. the R oar
ing Forties: originally the boisterous part of the 
South Atlantic, the Pacific, and Indian Oceans: 
between 40 and 50 degrees south latitude. 
forty-ni~ 

forty-niners: gold-diggers, who came to Cali
fornia in 1849. 
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forty-two 
1. Egypt: the number of Judges in the wu1 hi 

of the dead, presided by Osiris, assisted h) 
T(h)oth: one for each sin ; 2. months: = .1' 
years = Yz x 7 =halfway to perfection; it is ul\11 
a thousand two hundred and threescore day
(e.g. Rev. 12, 6); in general it means: a. wcu k 
ness; b. something cut off half-way to pcrfrt 
tion; 3. creative generation: a. the wondcrl11I 
creation-woman, about to give birth, in Rl'V 
12, hid in the 'wilderness' from the dragon ft11 

1260 days; cf. Pelasgian Eurynome and Ophion , 
v. Dragon; b. Jesus' pedigree consisted of 41 
generations (Matth.): three groups of pa ttl 
archs, kings, and degenerates; 4. punishment 
and trial: a. months of drought in E lijah's tim l'" 
!Kings 17, I ; Luke 4, 25, etc.; b. 42 children, 
who mocked Elisha, were killed by bears. 
2Kings 2, 24; c. 42 relatives of Ahaziat wen• 
killed in 2Kings 10, 14; d. "a time and (2) t im e~ 
and the dividing of time" (Dan. 7, 25): the per 
secution of Antioch us IV Epiphanes; also Rev. 
12, J 4, and Dan. 12, 7; e. the Gentiles will 
tread under the holy city for 4 2 months: Rev. 
11, 2 a nd 13, 5; f. the First Beast is given 4 2 
months to reign: Rev. 13, 5; 5. expiation: Balak 
and Balaam offered 3 times 14 sacrifices (7 
oxen and 7 rams); 6. correction: the time God's 
witnesses will preach is 1260 days: Rev. 11 , 3. 
fossil 

1. thresho ld-symbolism: it forms the link 
between time and eternity, life and death , evo
lution and petrification, etc.; therefore often 
used as a funeral gift; 2. put in the ground by 
the Devil to confute the H. Story of Genesis; 3. 
v. Stone. 
foundation sacrifices 

they are world-wide: they were made at the 
building of a new house, but especially of such 
important ones as temples, etc.; moreover, 
there lurks danger in the f irst use of anything 
new: e.g. bridge, q.v.; it was necessary to make 
a sacrifice to serve as guardian against evil spir
its; originally very young children were used for 
the purpose; later usually replaced by domestic 
animals, like cats and dogs; cf. Threshold. 
founder 

for the prophet, who works on the metal 
ore, but can only get 'reprobate silver' o ut of it: 
v. Jer. 6, 28 - 30. 
foundling 

nearly all sun-heroes, etc. miraculously es
caped a (general) massacre by being exposed: v. 
Child (Exposed - ), and Abandonment. 
fountain 

1. coming from the Underworld it is related 
to: a. death and future life, birth, or resurrec-

lion ; b. d ivination; v. also Judges; c. medicinal: 
pilgrims bathing in Sacred Fountains; d. wis-
1l11m, truth; 2. "Fons J uventutis" : the four 
rivers of Paradise, rising from the (Mystic) Cen
lrt• {= at the foot of the Tree of Life) to the 
lour cardinal points (v. Four); it is often im i
lnhld in architecture in courts with a (4-jet) 
l1111ntain; 3. vulva: a. "Stray lower, where the 
pleasa nt fountains lie": Ven. 234; b. in Greece 
h \fl. at Lerna) phallic columns were sometimes 
hullt around them, together forming androgyne 

fer tili ty; v. also 4 , d; 4 . Hebrew: a . " the foun-
111111 of living waters": Yahweh: the opposite of 
1ht.1 cisterns = the untrustworthy, man-made 
lliols (Jer. pass.); b. atonement, purification; c. 
111nsolation, refreshment (deser t-dwellers); d. 
woman: the bride in the SoS (4 , 15); or: one's 
wife: Isa. 51, l, Prov. 5, 15; 

5. Greece: since it is sacred groves are found 
m•ur it, or shrines: v. 3 , b; 6. Christian: a. 
< 'hrist; b. the Virgin; 7. psych.: a. image of to-
1111ity; b. Jung: " Land of infancy": recipient of 
lhc precepts of the unconscious, needed when 
life is ' dried up' (especially when the fountain is 
11•ntral in an enclosed garden etc., where the 
n·ntral area is the individuality); 8 . alch.: with 
two (opposite) jets: the duality of the Alche-
111i~t's (q.v.) transmutat ion. 
four 

A. the earth, the material world: I. terres
lilol order; 2. space: a. the cube; b. the square, 

Mercury: a. possesses only a head and a phal
lus: Lord of the World, the Sower of all things; 
Ii. the four-str inged sistrum : the 4 regions of 
lhc world, seasons, etc.; 3. the limits of the 
minimum of totality; 4. the 4 main directions 
11f the compass, q.v.; 5. the elements: (v. also 
xcparate) related to the Quadriga (= four horses 
uhreast before a chariot); the charioteer = Pan
lokrator ; the chariot(= Halo)= the intersection 
of the cycles of heaven and earth (a quadriga 
I urning round); the fou r horses are the four ele
ments: a. fire : the fastest, shining horse, with 
on it the signs of the planets and constella
lions; its h ot breath sets the manes of 'air' on 
lire; b. air: a little slower: lit up on one side 
only; c. water : still slower : it drowns the earth 
with sweat; d. earth: turns round and round; 6. 
fo r the 4 rivers of Paradise: v. H, IVf.; 7. the 
' fixed signs of the Zodiac': the 2 solstices and 2 
equinoxes; 8. the destruction of the world: fa
mine, flood, pest ilence, wild beasts; 9. the 4 
columns of the world; 

B. time: I . the Great Year: 4 years= 50 luna
llons = (sometimes) a half Great Year; it is of· 
1en the period of reign of the Sacred King, 
chosen at Garnes (e.g. the Olympiad) ; the four 

four 

hinds of the chariot of Artemis as Great God
dess correspond with the four horses o f the 
solar carriage carrying the sun-hero to heaven; 
2. the Seasons, q.v.; 

C. the human situation: I. reason : a. ration
al organization ; b. the realization of an idea (= 
3): Plato; 2. tangible achievement ; 3. the figure 
4 = phallus + vulva (= androgyne =fertility); 4. 
the parts of man (beside the division into Five, 
q.v., of the limbs + head): head, chest, viscera, 
limbs; 5. v. Elements (for 'humours', e tc.); 

D. divinity: I. most ancient peoples had a 
supreme god of four letters, form ing the tetra· 
grammaton: e.g. Zeus, YHWH; cf. however , 
F ive; 2. God's goodness, power, unity, and wis· 
dom; 3. the four sacred ' living beings': lion 
(among beasts), ox (among cattle), eagle (among 
birds), and man (among all), together for ming 
the Tetramorph, q.v., and v. also below; 4. the 
cross; 5. fire: supreme deit ies are gods of the 
purest element; 

E. psych.: I . wholeness : the masculine trian
gl.: + its opposite counterpart (= unconscious
ness and femin ity) seen as a square cut diago
nally (v. Three); 2. the functional aspects of 
consciousness: thinking - feeling - sensation -
intuition; 3. concentration; 4. double division: 
2 + 2 ; 5. orderly arrangement of what is sepa
rate; 6. any well-ordered space and structure; 

F. card-suits: v. Cards, Playing - ; 
G. general correspondence: I. directions: v. 

Compass; 2. periods: v. Time (= B); 3. Ages of 
Man: v. Ages; 4. colour: green (q.v.): sedative 
to the nerves; 5. stellar: a. Zod iac: Cancer; b. 
planet: Satu.rn: taskmaster, teacher, time-keep
er : wha t slows down and makes one return to 
reali ty; the la tter is more or less true o f any 
numbe r used; 

H. special mythical meanings: I. Egypt: a. 
the celestial number: the four columns holding 
the sky, symbolized by the sphinx; b. the four 
genii of the dead; c. the four sons of Horus ; II. 
Hebrew: a. the four letters of the Supreme 
Being YHWH; b. universality + divine equilib
rium; c. an extremely important number in all 
visionary and apocalyptic li terature: e.g. the 4 
'living Creatures', the 4 wind-angels, the 4 
Horsemen (q.v.), ·the 4 forms of punishment 
(war, pestilence, death, and hell) ; d. the four 
rivers of Paradise (v. IV below, and separate) 
giving fer tility, refreshment, and wisdom; 

III. Greek-Roman: I. Pythagorians: a. con
tains the whole religion of the oath; b. reminds 
us of God a nd his Infinite Power in the arrange
ment of the universe: Harmony= God ; the first 
mathematical power generating virtue; c. 
squareness, justice, earth; 2 . further: a. the 4 
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Four O'Clock Bloom 

elements (q.v. and Ages); b. the 4 rivers o f 
Hades; c. the 4 horses of Sun-Apollo; d. sacred 
to the God of the Sky Zeus; e. sacred to 
Hennes as the God of the Winds; 3. especially 
related to Hercules (Pliny 28, 17); IV . Chris
tian: I. divine equilibrium; 2. the four Fathers 
of the Greek Church and fo ur of the Latin 
Church ; 3. t he 4 Rivers of Paradise (q.v.) seen 
as the fo ur Gospels; often represented as fo ur 
rivers, issuing fro:n a m ound on which s tands a 
Lamb;. 4. the four cardinal virtues (and repre
sentations): a. temperance: hearth; b. prudence: 
serpent; c. justice: plum b-line a nd triangle; 
scales; d. fortitude: shield and sword; 5. the 
Quadriga: v. A, 5, I, and separate; V. Gnostic: 
the 4 rivers o f Paradise equated with the senses : 
a. Pison: the eye; b . Gihon: the ear; c. Tigr is: 
smell ; d. Euphrates: mo uth = "Aqua doctrinae" 
which perfects every nature in its individualit; 
and thus makes man whole; 

I. folklore: v. the objects counted for their 
symbolism : e.g. the rhyme for the number of 
certain birds (e.g. Magpies, q.v.) seen: "One fo r 
sorrow, Two for mirth, Three for a wedding, 
Four fo r a birth"; J . v. Fourth. 
Four O'Clock Bloom 

I . a flower o pening a t four o'clock in the 
afternoon, and closing by morning; 2. timidit y; 
3. rest. · 
fourteen 

l. fusion and orga nisation; 2. justice and 
temp~rance; 3. a lunar number, belonging with 
the tn-form goddess: the lucky fir st half of the 
month; 4. Bible: Holy Number: a. 2 x 7; cf. 
also 42 = 3 x 2 x 7; b. number of David's name: 
4 + .6. + 4 ; 5. Pythagoras: a. delusion; b. loss; c. 
sacrifice; 6. co nnected with Croesus: he reigned 
1.4 years, was taken prisoner after a 14 days' 
siege, was placed on a pyre with 14 Lydians 
etc.: Herodotus (I, 86). ' 
fourth 

I . F'ourth Circle in Dante's " Inferno": the 
abusers of wordly goods: spendthrifts and 
misers; they roll the dead weight of 'matter' in 
opposite directions , snarling at each other; 2. 
the Fourth Estate: a. the lowest class in socie
ty: the lowest labouring classes; b. the public 
press: (according to Burke:) beside the three 
other 'estates': Lords Tem poral, Lords Spiritu
al, and the Commons. 
fowler 

0.T. the ene mies of Israel: " Surely he shall 
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler": Ps. 
9 1, 3. 
fox 

I. general: I. its normal habitat is m ixed 
farmland, woodlots, and especially weedy, 
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brushy fence rows along the fields; they pr1•h•1 
dens deserted by other animcls; the yo ung 0111 

get their first training around midsummer : ' 
both in Egyptian and Biblica l contexts we 1111.t 
tl~e .word 'fox' used , whe~e we suspect a 'Jill ~ 
al 1s meant: e.g. as carrion-eater (which 1h1 
fox is, occasionally), the Egypt ian meaninv ul 
'pathfinder', being a desert-dweller, etc. ; 3. 11 
natural enemies are the heron and the crow 
(e.g. in fable-litera ture); but his most dcadh 
enemy is man; another important enem y is thr 
eagle: Pindar (lsthm. O. 4 , 4 7ff.); a nd thercfo11• 

he befriends snakes (Aristotle); 4 . he is o ft1· 11 
men tioned in connectio n with lion (stress ing Im 
~Jar aspect) and goose (stupidity, his most 11h 
v.1o us dupe); 5. the fox-hunt developed a~ " 
s iclehne of the s taghunt (about the 17th cen t. ), 
?ut the highly formalized ceremonies sugges1 11 
JS a remnant of the Holy Hunt; it is comparabk 
to the Bull-fight (another solar animal) in many 
respects, e.g. its early existence and pretty la tt· 
fo.rmalizing, its trophies, etc.; 6. foxes coupl1• 
lying down on their sides, the female em bracin1• 
the male: Pliny (10, 83); 

. 11. general symbolism: I. sly thief. wiles ancl 
tri~ks_ : a: in fables his most out stand ing charal' 
te r1st1c 1s hJS slyness, by which he even fool\ 
himself sometimes: Aesop (f.'ables I , 2, 14 ) ; l>. 
the fo x barks not when he would stea l a lamb 
2H6, 3 , 2, and pass.; c. Marcius Coriolan u' 
denouncing rebellious cit izens: "Where he 
sho uld find you Jjons, finds you hares; Where 
foxes, geese": Cor. I , l ; cf. I , 4; cl. "This lion i' 
a. very. fox for his valour" (and a goose for h is 
d1scre t1o n): MND 5, I ; here cunning is opposed 
to valour; c. his "wiles and covert ways" make 
him a symbol for the Evil Counsellors in Dante 
(Inf. C. 27); 2. flattery: a. his most cunnini: 
weapon in fables; b. both Joyce and D. Thomas 
rela ted the fox to poetry (Thomas' "fibs of vi
sio n" ); v. below; 3. solar animal: a. O.T .: 
Samson sent 300 (day s of the year) fo xes with 
firebrands tied to their tails into the fields of 
the Philistines; probably a misunderstanding of 
a fertility-rite: v. next; ref. J udg. 15 ; b. at the 
Roman Ceralia, too, foxes were tied to each 
other, and, with torches, sent in to the fields to 
avert the 'fire' of the Dog-days; a similar rite 
was performed in the Circus in Rome (v. Ovid 's 
feast for April); c. Aesop: a high-hatted fox had 
done a lot of damage, for which the farmer set 
'.ire to its fiery tail; however, the gods then sent 
it through the farmer's field; d. in Chaucer 
Daun Russel the Fox attacked Chanticleer, 
when the sun was at its height : an unlikely time 
for a night-prowler; e. one of the animals burnt 
in European midsummer-fires; 4. fertility : a . 

'Ucred to Demeter; b. the moon-goddess wa s 
u1111etimes adored as a vixen-goddess; 

5. sexuality ('foxy' = 'scrawny but amo
rous'): a. he steals the grapes, and 'spoils' the 
vineyard in SoS (2, 15); here it may have a 
1<'xual connotation as 'vineyard' is often the fe
male body (fitting this contex t) ; T ennyson ac
n •pted this meaning in "Come down, 0 maid": 
luve may be found "fox.like in the vine"; b . "as 
rank as a fox" (Tw. N. 2, 5) refers both to the 
•mell and sexuality; c. there is probably a pun 
on Vulpus (= fox) and Voluptuous in T .S. 
l-.liot's "Princess Volupine" (" Burbank with a 
lluedeker") cf. " money in furs"; d. v. Law
H'nce, below; e. Lycophron (771 f.) calls Penel
ope a primly coquetting vixen ; 6. hypocritical 
1ind false preacher: a. the bad prophets are like 
loxes in the desert: Eze. 13, 4 ; he refers to the 
nabis; cf. I, 2; b. Dante: a vixen = Heresy 
(l'urg. 32); a lso v. II, I, e; c. v. Reynard the 
h >x, separate; d . proverbs: " It is a silly goose 
that comes to a fox' s sermon"; "When the fox 
preaches, beware the geese"; 7. solitariness (cf. 
I. 2): a. they walk upon the desolate mountains 
ot Zion: Lament 5, 18; b . T.S , Elio t: (" Song 
lor Simeon") "They will take to the goat's 
path, and the fox's hom e' ', referring to the 
llli\ht of the Jews at the destructio n of Jerusa
h·m; 8. ingratitude: a. " A fox when one has 
rnught her, And such a daugh ter , Should sure 
to the slaughter": Lr. I , 4 ; cf. also 4 , b (where, 
·•ftUin, t he reference is to a vixen); b. " Hadst 
thou foxship (as the opposite of Lor.dship, or 
'mankind' ) To banish him that str uck more 
hlows for Rome Than thou hast spoken words" 
<'or. 4 , 2; the secondary meaning aga in is 
'words' (cf. II, 2 and 6, and below); 9. hiding: 
111 pub-names like " f'ox under the Hill" ( in 
rnvert): the pub as a hide-<:>ut, a place of refuge 
(ra ther than a hunter's haunt); moreover he is 
often connected with vines and grapes, e.g. 
l11eocritus (I , 48ff.); 'to be foxed' = drunk; cf. 
II, 5, a; 

I 0. fools himself: in Aesop's fable about the 
fox and the 'sour grapes' (3) ; 11. carrion-eater: 
"They shall fa ll by the sword: they shall be a 
111irtion for foxes": Ps. 63, IO; here, again, the 
1.1ckal as eating dead human bodies, fit s better ; 
12. pathfinder: the Thracians only cross ice 
where a fox has passed: Pliny (8 , 42), Plutarch 
(( ' lcv. of Anirn . 13); 13. her. : a. slyness, strate
~lc cunning; b. sagacity, wit used in one's own 
tlcfence; 14. the ages of man (v. Ages): a man 
of 50; 

Ill. special religious meanings: I. Hebrew: in 
I uke 13, 32 Jesus called Herod "that fox", fol
lowing the rabbinical tradition, where the fox 

fox 

is: a. blood-thirsty ; b. sly; c. rapacio us; d . a 
coward (the opposite of the lion), or cunning as 
opposed to valour; e. generally despicable: e.g. 
Neh . 4 , 3; 2. Christian: a. Satan: a. hypocritical 
preacher in fables and proverbs; b. by his wiles 
tricks the birds (= souls); c. the base and wily 
'adversary'; d. is buried by the chickens; b . 
steed for Intemperance, with a goose in its 
mouth; 

IV. special literary references: I . W.B. 
Yeats : unclean feeder, hiding in the " the lair 
the badger swept" ("The Municipal Gallery Re
visited"); 2. Synge: " Doesn' t the world know 
you've been seen shaving the foxy skipper from 
France for a threepenny bit?" ("Playboy of the 
Western World'', Act I); 3. J. Joyce: Stephan 
Dedalus is called a 'fox', related to ' ivy', per
haps also to ' holly'; 4. D.H. Lawrence: ("The 
Fox") androgynous sexual symbol: some
times the fox gets in the way of ma~culine 
March 's love for femin ine Bamford (when the 
soldier kills it, March feels as if Barnford is 
dead), then the beautiful ta il of the dead fox is 
admired a nd the soldier becomes the fox ; 
cf. VI , B; 5. D. Thomas: a. "fox light" (" Pro
logue"): inner poetic light, voiced by the poet's 
"foxy tongue"; he calls himself the "old sea
legged fox", just as he is a " young dog"; a nd cf. 
Synge; b . Protestantism ("Fox-like fire"), be
side the Ca tholic cock ; c. bucolic lust (always 
"burning"): cf. in Ann Jones' s room the fo x is 
"'stuffed'; in " In The White Giant 's Thigh" the 
fox is ' hollow'; 

V . combination: 'foxfur': (Eliz.) fox(= cun
ning) on lambskin (= innocence) was especially 
worn by usurers: e.g. Meas. 3, 2; 

VI. folklore: A . fox's tongue: a worn as an 
amulet, to make the wearer bo ld ; B. witch
disguise: beside the normal hare-disguise; bu t 
goblins or dem ons, who normally have a fox 
form, can take on a human form, especially of a 
beau tiful young woman in order to seduce and 
deceive; C. fox-descent (cf. Seal-descent): in Ire
land certain families descend from foxes: they 
are always warned of a death by the appearance 
of many foxes round the house; D. fox-tail: 
formerly a jester's badge ; E. meeting a fox: a. 
meeting a single fox is lucky, but it is unlucky to 
meet several together; b. anyone bitten by a fox 
d ies within seven years; f'. fox' s wedding: sud
den rain while the sun is shining (also called a 
monkey's birthday); G. a fox periodically rids 
himself of fleas by taking a bit of sheep's wool 
in hjs mouth , while he goes swimming; a ll the 
fleas will go to the wool, and then he drops it in 
the water; H. proverbs: a. "The fox fares best, 
when he is cursed"; b . "The fox knows much, 
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foxglove 

but more that catches him"; c. " The fox may 
grow grey, but never good"; d. "The fox preys 
farthest from his hole"; e. "The fox's wiles will 
never enter the lion's head"; cf. the Bible; f. 
"We never find that a fox dies in the dirt of his 
own ditch" (men arc rarely hurt by the bad 
things they arc accustomed to). 
foxglove 

I. general : a. the name: prob. "folk's glove" 
"fairies' glove"; in · Southern England: 

"Bloody Fingers"; in the North " Deadmen's 
bells"; in the East "Ladies' thimbles", "Wild 
Mercury"; b. the common, or purple foxglove 
('Digitalis purpurea ') usually grows in dry, hilly 
pasture, rocky places, and by roadsides; it has 
an erect stem and bell-shaped corollas with a 
two-lipped, broadly obtuse mouth, and numer
ous seeds; 2. a wish; 3 . youth; 4. insincerity ; 5. 
Rome: Thyrsus asked to be wreathed with fox
glove as a charm aga inst the envious gods, if his 
song shoul{l be praised too highly: Vergil (Eel. 
7, 27f.); ')."fox-glove and nightshade, side by 
side, Emblem of punishment and pride": W. 
Scott; 7. folklore: a. houses the soul of the 
dead; cf. Thyme; b. a fairy-plant, to be feared 
in the house, or on board ship. 
frame 

I. human nature: " He (= the Lord) knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that we are dust" 
(an excuse for misbehaviour): Ps. 103, 14; 2. 
the world: "this goodly frame, the earth": 
Ham. 2, 2; 3. the female principle (vulva). 
France 

I. patron saint : St. Denis; 2. emblems: a. 
fleur-de-lis (q.v.) for the French kings; b. the 
Phrygian cap: the French revolution; c. the 
cock of Gaul; d. Napoleon's imperial eagles; e. 
bees; f. Roman fasces; 3. Erasmus: the French 
think themselves eminent in conventional 
forms; 4. J. Donne ("Elegy on his mistress"): 
Frenchmen are: a . changeable chameleons; b. 
'spitals of diseases'; c. shops of fashion; d. 
lover's fuellers; e. the best actors; 5. Shake
speare: well-dressed: "rich, not gaudy": Ham. 
l , 3; 6. J. Joyce: the Mo ther: the opposite of 
Germany = the Father ; 7. proverbs: a. "The 
Italians are wise before the deed, the Germans 
in the deed, the French after the deed"; b. the 
firs t thing a Frenchman builds in new territory 
is a fort ; 8. French disease = venereal disease; all 
kinds of venereal objects and acts are related to 
the French, both heterosexual and homosexual. 
Frances 

Eliz.: a common name for a prostitute. 
Frankenstein 

"The Monster of Frankenstein" is a novel 
by Mary Shelley; at first the monster was a gen-
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tie being, longing for human affection, bu l 
driven to acts of hatred and violence by t hl' 
horror his ugliness inspired; he is typical of till' 
Romantic admiration of strong passions, wha t 
ever the (moral) consequences may be; the very 
overthrow of moral standards gives new energy 
and exalted power: one becomes a God. 
frankincense 

v. Incense. 
freckles 

people with freckles are often debarred 
from assisting at magic ritual because the god~ 
do not obey them, nor see them: Pliny (28, 59 
and 30, 6). 
Friday 

I . the name: day of Freya (goddess of fer· 
tility; day of wedding); perhaps a translation or 
'dies Veneris'; therefore related to Fish (q.v.) ; 
2. day of melancholy: a. "he that sings on 
Friday will weep on Sunday": proverb; b. 
"Sneeze on a Friday, you sneeze for sorrow": 
proverb (v. Sneezing fo r the full rhyme); c. " if 
rains falls on Friday, it will fa ll on Sunday"; d. 
"hangman's day": the day o f execution of 
criminals; 3. day of fickleness: seldom is Friday 
like the rest of the week: Cha ucer ("Knight's 
Tale" ); related to inconstant Venus; 4. Hebreo· 
Muslim: a. the day on which Adam was created ; 
b. the day on which he was expelled from Para
d ise; c. the day on which he repented and died ; 
d. the day on which the dead will rise at the 
Last Judgment; 5. Rome: a lucky day: sacred 
to Venus: the day of passion on which the 
Senate did not sit; 6. Christian: unlucky day: 
the day on which Christ was crucified; "Friday 
for losses" (for marrying); 7. Irish: lucky to die 
on: get buried on Saturday, and prayed for on 
Sunday; 8. folklore: an unlucky day to set sail; 
9. v. Days, and Planets. 
fritillary (plant) 

I. a genus of hardy, bulbous plants of the 
Liliaceae-family; in the South of England the 
"Checkered Fritillary" (or, Lily) occurs mostly 
in meadows; another name is "Snake's Head"; 
2. persecution ; 3. emblem of Power. 
frog 

I. general: 1. being amphibious, its meaning 
also is often ambivalent; 2. its natural enemy is 
the serpent: e.g. Dante (Inf. C. 9, 76f.); 

II. favourable meanings: l. sacred to the 
Great Goddess: fertility: A. Egypt: a. Heqet 
(Hekit) is a mother-goddess and frog-goddess; 
she was later identified with Ha thor; b. the wa
tery slime of chaos being the base of creative 
matter, several primeval gods, related to that 
fertile chaoMlime (the Nile) had frog-heads; 
their female counterparts had the heads of the 

phallic snake, together form ing androgyne; e.g.: 
11 N(a)u, self-creating chaos-deity, was some-
11111cs represented with a frog's head, and swol
ll•n to represent fertility; the deity was some-
11111cs represented as male, sometimes as fe
male-virgin; the clearest example of these an-
1lrogynous gods; b. (H)Amon was represented 
,,, male, sometimes frog-headed; c. Keh, another 
p11meval god; c. emblem of Isis; d. little frogs 
11nnounce the rising of the Nile; B. Graeco
Roman: a. the movers (fertility-personifica
lions), who prevented thirsty, pregnant chaos
mother Leto-Latona from drinking, by disturb· 
11111 the pond, were changed into frogs: e.g. Ovid 
(Metam. 6, 343ff.); b. in one of the guesses as 
10 the ' Pa lladium' Athene holds a frog in her 
h11nd ; v. Palladium; C. general: a. extreme fe
n mdily ; b. lasciviousness: though fertilization 
l~ external the embrace takes quite a time, which 
'' clone openly and promiscuously: fea tures 
highly appreciated by the goddess; c. the female 
I~ larger than the male; d. the frog is the female 
opposite of the phallic fish; cf. the life-distaff 
11 11d the death-sword; e. lunar: in many legends 
1hcre is a frog in the moon; 2. related to crea-
1/011 : a. transit ion from (chaos) water to the 
l· lcment of earth ; b. appearing and disappearing 

creation and resurrection; 3. evolution: a. 
dearly distinguishable stages of development; b. 
uf all oold-blooded animals it anticipates man 
most; in this respect it represents the highest 
, tage of evolution, for which it is sometimes 
nowned, and explains the transformation of 
princes into frogs; in Jeroen Bosch 's "Tempta
tion of St. Francis" a frog with the head of a 
very o ld human being is held on a platter by a 
Negress; c. it is the positive opposite of the in
lcrnal toad; cf. the relation bee - wasp; d. He
brew: a lower order aspiring after a higher (= 
11fter wisdom and knowledge); a neophite; they 
may have been influenced by the Egyptian hier. 
ln which the frog stands for "curiosity", inquis
lt iveness, seeking wisdom both in the deep 
(water) and in the air; 4. wisdom: a. v. 3, d; b. 
when there was a feast for the wedding of the 
~un, one of the frogs was wise enough to real-
11.c, that their pool would be dried up in the 
heat : Aesop (Fables 43); 5. poetic insp::ation 
(related to the preceding): a water and earth (= 
matter) animal, it grasps after higher (air) truths 
(catching mes); 

Ill . unfavourable meanings: in detaching 
themselves from the Egyptian gods, the He
brews declared the frog ' unclean': I. Hebreo
Christian : a. the second 'sign' of Moses in Egypt 
turned the frog from a symbol of vitality and 
renewal of life into an object of loathing; b. 

frost 

frogs come out of the mouths of the Dragon 
and his two Beasts in Rev. 16, 14: the "spirits 
of devils, working miracles": leading people to 
fight god: a. the spirit of impurity, lascivious
ness; b. croaking vanity and lies, and war-propa
ganda; c. heresy; d. those snatch ing at fleeting 
pleasures (flies); e. Dante: frogs are mentioned 
in various comparisons in " Inferno", e.g. the 
"Barrators" in C. 22, who were submerged in 
Pitch, q.v.; the Stygian pool also contains frogs: 
Juvenal (Sat. 2, 150); f. attribu te of Laziness 

·(basking in. the sun); g. coldness; cf. the fish as 
emblem of sexua l coldness and phallic fertilit y 
at the same time; "Cold as paddocks though 
they be": Herrick ("Grace for a child"); 2. gen
eral: a. a powerful voice and no strength: Aesop 
(fables 44 ); b. va inglory: a. when frogs asked 
Zeus for a king, he sent them a log of wood; 
soon they despised the big log and asked for a 
mightier king; so he sent them a water-snake, 
which killed them all: Aesop (Fables 4 2); b. 
they are puffed up: Aesop (id. 46); c. a 'public 
figure': " How dreary to be somebody, How 
public, like a frog,- To te ll your name the live
long day To an admiring bog" : E. Dickinson 
(Poems, Prt. I, "Life" 27); 

IV. special meanings: l. frogs are often 
found on sign-boards and on stone tablets of 
fai<ades; most probably they symbolize fertility 
and evolution; 2. D. Thomas: embryo: swim
ming in the uturus, 'spinning' his body ("A 
grief ago"); 

V. folklore: A. curative: esp. aga inst diseases 
for which witches may be responsible; B. mag
ic: 1. frogs can be used as e ffigies to work the 
harm on meant for a human being; 2. frog-bones 
(or a portion of them) of a slowly ki1led frog, 
have great magical power (like the toad); 3. a 
frog's toe is a talisman aga inst disease and evil; 
4 . frog-skin is a protective charm because of its 
slipperiness; cf. the "rabbit-foot" for speed ; C. 
a frog coming into the house is a bad omen; D. 
fr og-ttones (cf. toad-stones): yellowish stones 
having the shape of a frog, found near lakes: 
lucky; E. proverbs: a. " the frog can not out of 
her bog"; b. "the frog said to the harrow: 
Cursed be so many lords" ; F. nursery-rhymes: 
a. frogs and snails and puppy-dog's tails is wha t 
little boys are made of; b. frogs are great 
wooers (v. II, C, b): there are several songs 
about frogs who go 'a-wooing' a mouse; perhaps 
a spinning song as the mouse itself is referred to 
as 'spinning' several times; G. weather-prognos
tication: "frogs croaked" presaging a storm in 
Chapman's "Eugenia". 
frost 

Dante: severe frost is the punishment in 

205 



fruit 

lowest Hell (9th Circle), where those arc pun
ished, who have committed crimes against their 
own kind (Ca ina), or country (Antenora), or 
ecclesiastical digni taries (Ptolomaea), o r be
trayers of masters and benefactors (Giudccca ): 
c. 32ff. 
fruit 

I . fertility: A. abundance; B. spiritua l abun
dance: a. wisdom; some of the kinds of fruit 
connected with the Tree of Knowledge : apple, 
fig'. lemon, date, orange, pear, pomegranate, 
quince; b. heavenly bliss; c. spiritual fruit: e.g. 
fig, o live, strawberry, vine, dates; C. earthly de
sires; 2. the origin: containing the seeds of new 
life; cf. the Egg; 3. ripeness, the end: a basket 
of summer(= ripe) fru it was shown to Amos (8, 
I ) as a sign, that the end was near and Israel 
would be punished: the ripeness of t ime; 4. 
Egypt: Osiris worshippers were forbidden to in
jure fruit-trees, which are a manifestation of the 
god; 5. Christian : the Virgin Mary; 6. her.: a. 
fel icity; b. liberality ; c. peace; 7. folklore: a. in 
many parts of Europe trees arc made fruitful by 
giving its fi rst fruit to a pregnant woman; b. 
fruit-trees were wrapped in straw to protect 
them against evil spirits at Christmas and New 
Year's Eve (when o ld-year spirits abou nd), or 
they may be fumigated by the brands from 
bonfires (which also promote their fertility, car
rying as they do the fi re of the sun). 
fuchsia 

I. taste; 2. gentleness, grace; 3. fa ithfulness, 
confid ing love: there is a song, in which a black
bird singing in a fuchsia is shot by a fowler, for 
which the owner weeps. 
fu ller 

the Fuller's field: a fie ld outside Jerusalem, 
called thus because of the evil smell of fulling 
nearby; it was near the aq uaduct of the upper 
pond, probably North of the city: there Isaiah 
met Ahaz, and the marshal of Jerusalem the 
Assyrian commander: 2Kings 18, J 7, and Isa. 7, 
3. 
fumitory 

I . a small, branched, often climbing, annual 
herb with small, tubular, pink fo purplish now
ers; it is usually grown in fields and waste 
places; it has bitter leaves; 2. spleen; 3. medici
nal: a. used in cases of hypochondria and black 
jaundice (kill like with like); b. boiled in water, 
milk, or whey, it is a cosmetic. 
fundament (anus) 

I . from of o ld it has been an object of ven
eration , through the power of the excrements, 
q. v.; 2. in child-lore it is often connected with 
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'production ', not only ' reproduction', but ul 
any object desired then ; this is related 10 1111 
mythical "things thrown behind one" 1h,11 
come to life: e.g. the Deucalion and Pyroh11 
story, the birth of the Dactyli, etc. 
furnace 

1. a burning fu rnace (with a burning lamp) 
manifestation of the Lord (Gen . 15, I 7); 2 . ;111 
iron furnace: Egypt, as a place of bondage ;incl 
oppression (Deut. 4 , 20); 3. the furnace of ul 
niction: Isa. 48, 10;4. a furnaceful/ofinferu11 
metal: Jerusalem, which will be burnt dow11 
Eze. 22, 18; 5. Christian: the Three Youths 111 
the Fiery Furnace typify the H. Ghost, internal 
ly enlightening and fructifying the Virgin, wh1l1• 
outward ly keeping all sensua l desires far from 
her; 6. psych.: the fiery furnace (cf. a/ch. 'alem 
bic'): mother-symbol, uterus; 7. W. Blake: ii 

generative heat of poetic inspirat ion ; b. Lo\\ 
building furnaces: developing poetic techniq ue, 
c. creative facult y, which looks like Hell to ii 

Spectre or an Angel; 8. v. Hearth. 
fu rze 

I. general: a. ol her names: "Gorse", "Whin", 
b. showy, flowered, thorny shrubs of the genu' 
'Ulex', fo und on heaths, the yellow, sweet 
scented nowers form ing a great attraction for 
bees: it is th~ fir st flower visited by bees (as ivy 
is the last); c. it is always in bloom; d. in order 
lo turn it into fodder fo r e.g. horses and cows, 
ii must be chopped and bruised and the spines 
removed; in sheepwalks it is sufficient to re 
move the old prickles (which is done by furze 
fires at the Spring-eq uinox) so the sheep can 
feed on the new shoots; ii also provides shelter 
for sheep in snow-storms; e. it is used for fuel , 
and the ashes are then used as a fertilizer, espe
cially of peaty land; 2. the Spring-equinox (gol
den nowers and prickles, and v. I , b) ; in the 
Celt ic alphabet it is related to the 0, and the 
Ash-month ; 3. anger (prickles); 4. love in all 
seasons: "When the furze (or, gorse) is out of 
bloom, kissing is o ut of fashion" (= never) ; 5. 
proverb: "Under the furze is hunger and cold , 
Under the broom is silver and go ld"; 6. power
ful charm against witches, because of its con
tact with bees (v. 1, b), the " little birds of Para 
dise". 
fuse 

D. Thomas: destructive (bomb) and creative 
(pha llus). 
fusil 

her. a. a bearing, originally represent ing a 
spindle covered with tow; later , in stylized 
form, a n elongated lozenge; b. labour; c. travel. 

I. llebr. 'gimel' (= camel); Egyptian hier. : 
1l11une; Celtic: ivy; A.S.: 'gift'; 2. symbolizes: a. 
111 I ion; the Self-Existent; b. Gesu (Jesus); c. 
·c .111"'\~i~': knowledge; 3. correspondences: a. 
hndy: spleen ; b. astrol.: Earth, Gemini (or, 
\,w111arius); c. Tarot: the Chariot. 
llnbriel 

I . angel of death and judgement (cf. Anubis) : 
\ 0.T.: a. for the Holy Land (according lo 

11.11lo1ion); b. one of the a ngels who buried 
Mmes (t rad.); c. carries the sword of justice, 
1111<1 truth (trad.); B. N.T .: blows the trumpet 
1111 the Day of Judgment (a ccording to the Bible 
.111 Archangel'); 2. the divine messenger (coun-

11•1part of Hermes, also as psychopomp: v. I ): 
.1 anno unced the birth of John the Baptist to 
/,1l'har ias (Luke I , 19); b. announced the birth 
111 ('hrist (Luke I , 26); 3. angel of mercy and 
11•dcmption; 4. guard ian of the celestial trea s-
111 y; 5. is within the veil surrou nding God's 
1l11onc; 6. protector of Israel; 7. as Prince of 
I 11 c and Thunder he is also God's punisher ; 8. 
Milton: chief of the angels guarding Paradise 
1.11·c. to the Bible: Cherub); 9. D. · Thomas: 
" two-gunned Gabriel": a. young Thomas play
lllf: cowboy; b. Angel of the Annunciation and 
lh1• Last T rumpet ; 10. Gabriel Hounds: a. phan
tom hounds (winds) in search of souls, or being 
I he souls of unbaptized children or the unshriv-
1•11; they wander through the skies till Judgment 
l>ay; Gabriel in his funct ion of psychopomp; b. 
I hey are sometimes identified with barnacle 
v.1·csc, swans, or plovers; c. as red-eared white 
1loi:s they are related to the Great Goddess; d. 
I hey are often an o men of death. 
Gad 

I . the son of Jacob and Zilpah, Leah's maid 
((;en. 30, 11 ); the na me means 'troop' or 'com
pany' as Leah had said: "A troop cometh"; 2. 
flilstora l tribe descend ing from him ; 3. terri
lllry: east of the Jordan, in 'Gilead'; 4. symbol: 
1rn1; according to Deut. 33, 20: " he dwelle th as 
11 lion, and teareth the arm with the crown of 
lhe head"; 5. Zodiac: Aries; 6. stone: amethyst; 
I. colour: white; 8. of the sam e name there was 

11 1'>0: a. a god of fortune, mixed up with the 
tribe in Isa. 65, 11, where AV has 'troop', bu t 

later translat ions: 'Fortune'; b. a seer in David's 
court ; ref. lChron. 21 . 
gadfly 

I . a fly of the 'Tabanidae' family, which 
bites and goads cattle and horses; related to the 
horsefly, sometimes identified; 2. a person , who 
consta ntly pesters others; 3. its goading drives 
ca ttle to a mad, dancing night, which became a 
sym bol of the madness of lust: a. Greek; there 
was a gadn y dance, in which women moved 
erotically, like a moon-heifer in heat ; b. "A 
noisome lust , that as the gadbee strings, Pos
sessed the stepdame Phaedra": Browning ("Ar· 
temis Prologizes"); 4. punishment for ' hubris', 
pride: a. Zeus sent a gadfly to the (moon-)horse 
Pegasus, when Bellerophon tried to ascend the 
Olympus, so that the horse threw him back lo 
earth; b. Hera sent one to Jo (the wa ndering 
moon-cow) after Zeus had made love to her, 
and had transformed her into a heifer in order 
to be. safe fro m Hera's jealousy; c. she also sent 
one among the cattle Heracles had taken from 
Eryx: Apollodorus (2, 5, 10); 5. genera l mad· 
ness: a cow stung by a gadfly was a general 
em blem for extreme madness: e.g. "Daphnis 
and Chloe" (I); 6. war : attr ibu te of Bellona; 7. 
cons tellation: 'Musca Borealis'. 
gagates 

I. a gem mentioned by the ancients, which 
got its name from a town in Lycia, a nd may 
have been the jet; ref. Pliny: 36, 34; 2. charm: 
a. scares off demons and evil spirits, and illu
sions; b. against epilepsy and dropsy; when 
burnt it scares off snakes and exposes simulated 
illness or virginity. 
galbanum 

I. 0.T.: a. one of the ingredients of the 
"Sweet Spices" of the Tabernacle (v. Spices): it 
has a bitter taste and a musky odour; it was 
obtained from resinous gum from Syria (e.g. 
Ex. 30, 34); b. divine wisdom: Ecclesiasticus 
24 , 21; 2. used by Hippocrates a nd praised for 
its medici nal value by Pliny (24 , 13); it a lso 
drives away snakes ( 12, 56). 
ga ll 

I . bitterness, misery: gall and vinegar (Ps. 
69, 2 1); sometimes com bined w ith wormwood 
(Lam. 3, 19); cf. also the "ga ll of bitterness" in 
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gallery 

Acts 8, 23; 2. punishment: "water of gall"(= 
hemlock) is given (with wormwood) by 
Yahweh to Israel: Jer. 8, 14 , and 9 , 15 ; 3. bit
terness of sins, and the poison of evil (words) or 
injustice: Deut. 29, 18 (again with wormwood) ; 
cf. "ye have turned judgment into gall, a nd the 
fruit of righteousness into hemlock": Amos 6, 
12 (v. also 5, 7, where 'wormwood' may be 
translated by 'hemlock'); 4. cure: Tobias' fish 
cured the 'white speck' on his father's eye (6, 7, 
and ch.ll); also advised by Pliny (32 , 24); 5. 
courage: (it cannot be) "But I am pigeon
livered and lack gall To make oppression bit
ter": Ham. 2, 2; pigeons have no gall since the 
dove sent out by Noah from the Ark, burst its 
gall (v. a lso Dove); 6. especially related to ants: 
Dyer ("The Lowest Tree"); 7. seat of vitality, 
the complete excretion of which causes death : 
'he cleaveth my reins asunder, ... ; he poureth 
ou t my gall upon the ground": Job 16, 13; cf. 
Pliny 11, 75; 8. the most efficacious part of all 
animals medicinally; 9. it is consecrated to Nep
tune; l 0. gall of asps: poison : v. Adder and 
Asp. 
gallery 

O.T.: the highest place: "The king is held in 
the galleries" (SoS 7, 5): the galleries are the 
water-runs for the cattle; here it refers to the 
"wavy" hair of the beloved. 
gallows 

I . the typical execution of a lower-class 
criminal : the opposite of aristocratic beheading; 
v. Hanging; 2. sacrifice; 3. the gallows itself and 
the area around it exude magic power (flowers 
growing there, etc.): v. Hanging and Hand (of 
Glory); gallows-chips were hung in stables 
against the ague; 4. 0.T.: punishment for 
Haman (Esth. 7, 10): v. Esther ; 5 . (on a Ger
man print:) symbo lizes the punishment for sins 
against the 7th commandment: thieves. 
games 

l. connected with the sequence of the sea
sons: young people show their vitali ty in 
Spring, thereby forcing the earth to do the 
same; 2. (since war-gods are fertility-gods) these 
were accompanied by shows of martial prowess, 
and the recital of the heroic deeds of the fore
fathers: by the magic of the word it enforces 
The Conquest = the conquest of death through 
resurrection (and regeneration of vegetative 
life); 3. connected with the selection of the 
Sun-king of the Year (or, Great Year): v. S~cred 
King and Great Goddess; 4. games of all kinds 
(dice, a kind of chess, etc.) are advisable to 
learn for women out to vanquish a man: Ovid 
(De Arte Am. 3, 52ff.). 
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Ganges 
M.A. : = the Far East: the easternmm l 

boundary of the inhabited earth. 
gannet 

her.: a foot less duck or goose: elevat1011 
symbolism: one who subsists by the wing; o l 
virtue and merit alone, without materia l (earlh 
and water) help: the same as 'martlet', q.v. 
garden 

I. cultivation: "Cela est bien dit, repondll 
Candide, mais ii faut cultiver notre jardin" ( 
That is well said, replied C., but we must cull! 
vate our garden = attend to our affairs): Vol 
taire ("Candide" 30); 2. fertility, feminine: .1 
"a garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse'" 
SoS 4, 12; "My beloved is gone into his garden, 
to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and 
to gather lilies": SoS 6, 2; b. Christian: th t• 
V irgin Mary (v. also locked Gate); c. W. Blake 
the garden of Love; d. often a place of Conjum 
tion, q.v. ; 3. related to Paradise: a. happiness; h 
salvation; c. purity; 4. the human body; in 11 

more limited sense: the face: "There is a garden 
in her face, Where roses and white lilies grow"· 
Campion; 

5. the firmament: v. Hesperides; 6. the soul 
"their soul shall be as a watered garden": Jer 
31, 12 (soul = feel ings); 7. the world:" 'Tis an 
unweeded garden that grows to seed; thing; 
rank and gross possess it merely": Ham. I , 2 ; 8 
a state is often compared to a garden: from 
Ovid's 'Tasti" (2, 701- 710) to Shakespeare. 
e.g. R2 3, 4, and a kingdom seen as a garden, 
where the weeds have to be eradicated, when 
they are still "shallow-rooted": 2H6 3, I ; 9 . 
leisure: "And add to these retired leisure, TI1at 
in trim gardens takes his pleasure": Milton (" II 
Penseroso "); 

JO. place of mystic ecstasy: " Annihilating 
all that's made To a green thought in a green 
shade": Marvell ("Thoughts in a garden"); 11 . 
contemplation (Cabala): a garden of orchard 
('pardes' ) = contemplation of Merkabah (v. 
Nut); 12. connected with the treasure-hunt ; 13. 
psych.: a. consciousness: ordered Nature, as the 
opposite of Forest (cf. island and ocean); b. the 
" Jardin Secret" (Ch. Baudelaire): the need to 
protect something that is entirely one's own, 
one's innermost secret; especially among people 
growing up this would be their sex; the protec
tive wall to this garden is "shame"; c. garden = 
vulva, with the gate = labiae; 14. garden of 
herbs: a form of idolatry in the 0.T.: v. Roof; 
15 . garden of delight: Adonis' gardens (q.v.) ; 
e.g. Isa. I 7, I Of. 
gardener 

I . the Farmer raised to a higher (spiritual) 

h•vcl: cultivating one's soul; 2. the human will ; 
I. Adam ; 4. Priapus (son of Aphrodite and 
lhonysus, two fertility deities) with his gigantic 
lthyphallus and pruning-kn ife, was a gardener 
.1nd protector of gardens; 5. W. Blake: the gar-
11l'ncr's daughters: the months; 6 . "The gar-
11i'ner Fancy": J . Keats ("To Psyche"). 
gargoyle 

I. fabulous monsters of medieval architec-
111ral art, serving as rain-water spouts; 2. cosmic 
lorccs; 3. chthonic monsters of fertility (catch-
1n11 rain-water) enslaved by superior spirituality 
111 order to guard; in mere ornamentation they 
.11c always surmounted by figures of a higher 
11rder (angels, etc.), and never placed in the cen
tre; 4. a warning to believers and non-believers 
ullke that they will be eaten by such monsters, 
II they do not conform; and monstrous guar-
1l lans to scare off evil spirits. 
g1rland 

I . fertility; anciently often explained as 
worn in memory of Prometheus' enchaining (cf. 
1{1ng); it thus became a symbol of subjugat ion 
.ind victory ; 2. honourable election : a. Rome: 
hung at the city gates on festive days; b. " ... 
.ind you may gather garlands there Would grace 
.1 ' ummer-queen": W. Scott ("Rokeby", 3, 16); 
I fertility and prosperity; 4. marriage and 
1h•ath: A. for brides v. Bouquet ; B. at death : a. 
ltome: a garland was placed on the head of a 
v1l'tim sacrificed; b. white paper garlands 
l'nants') were hung in churches to deno te a 
Ylritin's bur ial: the opposite of a white wed
illn~-dress; ref. I-lam. 5, I; 5 . coherence of the 
universe and duality; 6. victor and captive were 
h11th crowned with garlands; 7. prevent ive 
1 hurrn: e.g. a. Rome: flowers tied with linden 
h.irk , and worn at festivals prevent intoxica tion; 
h. M.A. : a garland of parsley and rue was sent 
111 fr icnds to ward off evil spirits; 8 . v. Wreath 
garlic 

I . like onion and squill a nd all strong-smell
ln~ spices they are a powerful agent against 
witch-magic; moreover they only grow when 
1hc moon wanes, which establishes a particular
ly strong relation to moon-witches ; 2. 0.T.: 
!hough only remembered once (in Num. 11, 5, 
when the people complained in the desert re-
1ncmbering the food they ate in Egypt) it was 
\Ul'h a strong favourite with the Israelites, that 
1hc Romans called them "Judaei faetentes"; 3. 
I hi.: eaten by the lower classes: ref. Cor. 4 , 9; 
MND 4, 2; 4 . T.S. Eliot: ("Burnt Norton" 2): 
I he garlic and the sapphire in the mud : con
junction of opposites: living/petrified , scented/ 
\l"Cntless, fert ility/barren; 5. folklore: a. hung 
m·ar the doorpost of the kitchen (where fairies 

garmen t 

are prone to interfere with activities like churn
ing butter) and cradles (fear of cha ngelings, of 
fa iry 'godm others', etc.): it scares off any evil 
spirit, vampire, etc.; and protects against the 
Evil Eye and the plague; b. it is a (dangerous) 
aphrodisiac (Pliny 20, 23); c. it scares off 
snakes and scorpions. 
garm ent 

I. riches; 2. the body: v. Scarecrow; 3. lack 
of innocence: the result of the Fall; 4. know l
edge: related to the Tree in Paradjse; 

5. reflexion of the inner man: a. grief 
"Stuffs out his vacant garment with his form" 
K. John 3, 4; b. v. Whi te, etc., below; 6. reflex
ion of states of being: A. favourable: a. splen
dour: of God: "Who coverest thyself with light 
as with a garment": Ps. I 04, 2; b. fest ive: "pu t 
on thy beautiful garments": Isa. 52, l_; c. surety: 
" Take his garment that is surety for a strang
er": Prov. 20, 16 (also 27, 13); for the meaning 
of ' loan' v. 8; d. praise: as consolation: (give 
them) " the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness": Isa. 61, 3; e. salvation: Isa. 6 1, I 0 ; 
B. unfavourable: a. evanescence: " All of them 
(= generations) shall wax old like a garment": 
e.g. Ps. I 02, 26; in Isa. 50, 9 said of the ene
mies, in 5 1, 6 of the earth; b. affliction: the 
Psalmist speaking of himself as despised: "They 
part my garments among them and cast lots up
on my vesture" (22 , 18); by the Evangelists this 
text was applied to Christ (Matth. 27, 35; Mk. 
15, 24 ; Luke 23 , 24); c. cursing: (the enemy) 
"clothed himself with cursing as with his gar
men t": Ps. 109 , 18; d. violence: "covereth him 
as a garment": Ps. 73 , 6; e_ vengeance: Isa- 59, 
17; f. humbleness: hero(in)es often appeared 
disguised in humble garments: related to Re
markable Growth : the initial, ineffectual light 
of heavenly bodies; 7. garments share in the 
power of him, who wears them (or has worn 
them): a . Elijah threw his mantle on Elisha, 
when he passed him as 12th in an 'ox-cade' of 
yokes of plouging oxen (cf. the 12 o/(en of the 
year's fer t ility in the 'molten sea' of the First 
Temple): I Kings 19, 19; later he inherits that 
mantle (2Kings 2, 13) and the power with it; b. 
Christ: the woman who had had an issue of 
blood for many years just touched the hem of 
Christ's garment, and he felt the power go out 
of him: Matth. 9, 21; 8.·0.T.: a- a garment is 
often given as a pledge for a loan (e.g_ Prov. 20, 
16); according to the law, it should be returped 
at once; b_ impossibility: "Who hath gathered 
the wind in his fist? who hath bound the waters 
in a garment?": Prov. 30, 4; c. t reason: a. 
Joseph's garment proved his having molested his 
master's wife: Gen. 39; b. Achan had taken "a 
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garnet 

goodly Babylonish garment" and silver and gold 
from the spoils of Jericho, bringing misfortune 
(Josh. 7), as they were "the accursed thing"; c. 
Gehazi became a leper, because he had taken 
garments and other possessions from Naaman, 
which Elisha had refused (2Kings 5); 9. N.T.: a 
new ('unwrought') piece of cloth put on a hole 
in an old garment, will make a bigger rent when 
it starts shrinking: a new way of life super
imposed on an older: Malth. 9, 16; 

10. combinations: A. with enlarged borders: 
typical of the Pharisees: Matth. 23, 5; B. rend
ing garments: a. outward show of grief of 
mourning; b. show of penitence: "And rend 
your heart, and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God"; Joel 2, 13; C. seam
less garment: a. Christ's: v. 6, B, b; b. purity, 
unity, divinity; D. shining garments: the two 
angels who announced Christ's resurrection: 
Luke 20, 4; Mk. 16, 5, has: a young man " in a 
long white garment"; E. a garment without 
pockets: our last garment: of death (prover
bial); 11. colour: A. white: normally the Israel
ites like multicoloured garments (e.g. Joseph's); 
white clothes were an Egyptian usage; however, 
in Eccl. 9, 8, white clothes are advised(= make 
merry); in later texts it is usually the colour of 
the garments of: a. heavenly beings; b. impor
tant people; c. for feasts; v. 10, D; B. varicol
oured: a. diverse and wide knowledge; b. d ishar
mony; c. diversity of possibilit ies: e.g. attribute 
of Free Will ; d. the combination of linen and 
wool in one garment was forbidden in Lev.19, 
19 (and Deut. 22, 11) beca use of the Jewish 
fear of dua lity; cf. the prohibition to plough 
with an ox and an ass, or wearing the clothes of 
the othe r sex; C. v. Colour, and the individual 
colo urs; 12. folk lore: old garments were put in 
cradles to scare off evil spirits, fa iries, e tc.; 13. 
v. Clothes, Dress, and Nakedness. 
garnet 

A. general: 1. a group of specific silicate 
minerals having similar crystal structures; 2. 
name: L. 'granatum' = pomegranate: some red 
var ieties resemble its fruit; 3. there is a great 
variety in colour, including black and colour
less, which makes it hard to define, since gems 
used to be classified by, and named for, their 
colour; B. period: l. birthday: January; it gives 
to those born then : a. a long life; b. artistic 
temperament; c. easy-going character with ele
vated thoughts; 2. Zodiac: Aquarius (according 
to others Capr icornus or Scorpio); 3. t ime of 
day: 11 o'clock in the morning; C. virtue: a. 
strengthens truthfulness, will-power, firmness, 
constancy and cheerfulness; b. ensures success, 
power and a~thority ; c. wards off melancholy, 
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and calms tJ1e irascible; d. a charm against tit 
ease and poison; it warns again~! the cominp nl 
danger by turning pale; e. ensures loyalty nl 
friends; f. harms a person stealing it; g. wa11l 
off accidents in travel; D. correspondences· 11 

colour: red; b. flower: carnation; E. O.T.: 011 

the Breastplate it had the third position: tho· 
tribe of Judah, the 'lion' (according to I( 
Graves the Fire-garnet, related to the Sprn11• 
equinox). 
garter 

I. a desired remembrance of one's lady-lovr 
(like a feather from her fan): Elizabetha n; J 
(especially a red one:) the distinctive mark nl 
the Devil, together with black clothes and ha 1, 
cloven feet, and a trident; 3. to be ungarterccl 
to be in love: Gent. ; Ham, etc.; 4. Eliz.: then• 
was a tavern called The Garter in MND; 5. t lw 
Order of the Garter: a. patron saint: St. George, 
b. colour: blue; c. motto: "Honi soit qui mal y 
pense"; d. ha t-fea the rs: ostrich and heron ; Cl 
folklore: A. love-divination: a. a girl can en 
force dreams of her future husband by pinnin11 
her garters to the wall, arrange her shoes in tlw 
form of a T, and say an incantation after which 
she must go silently to bed; b. v. also Bible (and 
Key); B. magic: a. the one worn by a bride 
brings good luck: it is given to tJie best man, or 
ilie winner of a race, to wear in his hat; to ease 
ilie taking-off long ribbons were attached to it: 
b. always used in sexual contexts (legs· 
sex), e.g. a desired man's ha tband worn as a 
garter, can bind him to a girl; c. lose a gar ter 
and you will lose your lover; d. witches use 
them extensively in magic; and undesired mem 
hers in the coven were liquidated by the witch 
group by strangling her with a garter (or lace); 
C. nursery-rhyme: (also here) garters play an 
im portan t part, e.g. "Gilly Silly Jarter, She lost 
a garter, In a shower of rain ; The miller found 
it, The miller ground it , And the miller gave it 
to Silly aga in". 
gate 

I . passage, fem inine, vulva: a. with two pil
lars: androgyne; b. closed gate: the Virgin's 
Conception; ref.: "Then he brought me back tJie 
way of the gate of the outward sanctuary, 
which looketh toward the East, and it was 
shut": Eze. 44, I ; c. rebirth: in Homer (Od. Bk. 
13) the Naiad's cave is the scene of Odysseus' 
rebirth; in it ar c such feminine symbols as vases 
and looms; mortals enter its North Gate, the 
Immortals via the South Gate; 2. function of 
door (q.v_), e.g.: a. between life and death; b. of 
Heaven, e.g. 'Bethel' in Gen. 28, 17; c. between 
good and bad: a 'straight ga te' and a 'narrow 
way' lead to eterna l life: Matth. 7, 14 ; 3. pow-

"·fortification: a. possession of the gate of an 
tlll'my town is the same as subduing it; e.g. 
(len. 24 , 60; b. the strong-points (through for
lllt~a tions) of a city-wall, so 'power': e.g. 
Mutth. 16, 18; 4. justice: as the seat of judg
mrnts v. Amos 5, 10 and 15; 

5. mercy: the Gates of Mercy: HS 3, 3; 3H6 
I. 4; Gray's 'Elegy' 68, etc.; 6. praise: in the 
Wall of Salvation: Isa. 60, 18; 7. righteousness: 
I'•. 118, 19; 8. the body: "the na tural gates and 
11lt•ys of the body": Ham. I , 5; 9 . war: the 
liates of War will be closed, imprisoning Fury, 
tn V crgil (Aen. I , 294 ); cf. the Door of War; 

I 0. the place of: a. market; b . beggars; c. 
hllcrs; d. the waiting lover; cf. Door ; 11.-literary 
r1•/1•re11ces: A. W. Blake: a. the North Gate: re
u~t·cnt after death (of the Imagination); b. the 
South Gate: descent from Eternity (of the In
h1llcct); c. the East Gate: of Passion, the way to 
I· tcrnity; d. the West Gate: of the Body: Free-
1lom; e. the Gate of Paradise: mutual fo rgivc-
11l'ss: B. T.S. Eliot: "horned gate": death 
through lechery, the fate of Orion (Vergil's 
Mn. 6), guarded by Sweeney (= modern man): 
"Sweeney Among the Nightingales"; 

12. combinations: A. an open gate: a. hospi
t.ohty; fig.: the conversion of the Gentiles: Isa. 
110, 11; b. day: the gates of the New Jerusalem 
tKev. 60, 11) will always be open, as it will 
111•vcr be night; c. peace; B. closed gate: a. ex
pulsion (e.g. from Paradise), inhospitality, mis-
1•1y, war, etc.; b. v. 1, b; C. a Horn and Ivory 
c ;ate: of dreams: a. prophetic dreams come 
through a Horn Gate; b. deceptive dreams come 
through an Ivory Gate; "Let it suffice me that 
my murmuring rhyme Beats with light wings 
11~ainst the ivory gate": Morris ("The Earthly 
l'arad ise"): of the imaginary dreamworld (cf. D. 
l'homas' vision of poems as 'fibs of vision'); c. 
lnr classical reference: v. Homer (Od. 19, 562) 
und Vergil (Aen. 6, 894ff.); D. Iron Gate: the 
Iron Gates of Life: A. Marvell ("To his coy 
nustress"); E. Dark Gate: often the entrance to 
the Underworld: death; F. Hot Gates: "Ther
mopyle": site of a famous battle; ref. T .S. 
l·liot's "Gerontion"; the stream had become 
hot when Heracles tried to ease the pain of his 
hurning shirt in it ; G. the Gates of the Sun: the 
l'ropics: between Cancer and Capricorn; H. the 
Seven Gates: a. the underworld gates through 
which Ishtar passed on her way down and up 
(v. Ishtar); b. the 'liberal arts; c. Thebes in 
lircece (v. Seven); I. the City of a Hundred 
liates: Thebes in Egypt; J . "without the gate" 
( outside): suffering: Jesus suffered 'without 
the Gate'(= Golgotha): Hehr. 13, 12; K. gate
hreaker : Heracles: of Troy, Occhalia and Pylos; 

v. 3; 13. v. Door (and City, Garden, etc.). 
gauntlet 

gem 

1. protection; 2. power; 3. challenge: throw 
one towards a person = dare him to comba t; 4. 
punishment: a criminal "runs the gauntlet." 
when he has to run between two rows of gaunt
leted persons striking him; 5. her.: a. reward 
and elevation; b. justice; c. challenge and readi
ness for combat; 6. Norse: attribu te of Thor; 7. 
v. Glove. 
gazelle 

l. general: a. common name of antelopes of 
the genus 'Gazella'; its lyrate or recurved horns 
are cylindrical or spiral; b. name: the word may 
be broken up into roots meaning 'powerful 
blazing god'; c. in symbolism it is often indistin
guishable from Antilope, Deer, etc.; 2. graceful 
speed, gentleness, innocence (the same as 
Hind); 3. the beloved (the word usually has an 
exotic flavour); 4. the soul; it may be pursued 
by beasts of prey (lions, panthers, etc.): the 
aggressive, passionate, self-destructive conscious
ness pursuing the ingenuous soul; 5. sun, moon, 
or both (associated with the lotus); 6. Egypt : a. 
with the goat and ancelope: typhonic animals 
(= related to Set): a. Osiris was found dead in 
'gazelle-land'; b. Horus was trampled by a ga
zelle; but he is also represented with a gazelle to 
indicate his victory over Set ; b. predicts the 
rising of the Nile by moving into the desert ; 
moreover it adores the rising Dog-star (Pliny ~, 
40); c. sacred to T(h)oth; 7. Phoenician: sacred 
to Astarte; 8. Greek: sacred to Hermes, who 
shares its grace, speed, accompanies the sun and 
moon, is a herdsman, and is co nfounded wi th 
Thoth (as 'Hermes Trismegistus'). 
Gehenna 

l. N.T. Gehenna = 'Ge (ben) Hinnom' =val
ley (of the children) of Hinnom (e.g. 2Kings 23, 
10), where the 'abominat ions' took place, rem
nants of the old practice of 'passing children 
through the fire': the sacrifice (q.v.) of the 
first-born children; later the place became the 
cesspool of Jerusalem (where carcases etc. were 
thrown), the incinerator; 2. hell, punishment, 
eternal torment. 
gem 

I. general: 1. for convenience' sake no dis
tinction has been made between gems and jew
els; jewelry (and, to an even greater degree, 
Treasure) undergo the influence of Multiplicity ; 
jewelry then usually indicates d iversity in a 
larger unity (e.g. of Fertility: Brisingamen and 
Venus' girdle), and Treasure may tend toward 
the chaotic; both gems and jewels often share in 
the symbolism and properties of metals (which 
turn gems into jew~lry); 2. in the ancient world 
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gem 

there was a great confusion of gems; thus in the 
0.T. very many of the Hebrew words are 
hapaxlegomena and, since chem ical properties 
could not be analysed, they often went by col
our ; even when we know that a certain gem was 
to be found in the Breastplate of the Highpriest 
and forms one of the foundation-stones of the 
New Jerusalem {so we have a Hebrew word by 
the side of a Greek one) much remains pure 
guess-work ; 3. the colour often decides what 
magic power a stone has, e.g.: A. by opposites: 
a. blue and green stones {being 'cold' colours) 
cure inflammations, fevers, etc.; b. red and yel
low stones {being 'warm ' colours) may cure 
colds, rheumatism , etc.; B. by homoeopathic 
magic {'kill like with like') yellow stones may 
cure jaundice; 4. there is a great diversity in the 
distribution of stones to a day, a month, a zo
diacal house, the stones of the Breastplate, etc., 
so discrepancies are to be expected; the same 
diversity exists as to the individual properties; 
5. gems are generally associated with the splen
dour and omnipotence of the Supreme Deity, 
e.g. the foundation of the Heavenly Jerusalem, 
the 0.T. visions, etc.; 6. gems are often referred 
to as 'Oriental' {even pearls). not because they 
came from the Orient , but were related to the 
rising sun; 

II. general symbolism: 
A. superior troths or knowledge: I. Egypt: 

"the hard stones of truth"; 2. Swedenborg: 
symbols of the spiritual truths, not to be cre
ated, but found; 3. the 'Priceless Jewel'; su
preme wisdom, etc.; 4. treasures guarded by 
dragons indicate the way spiritual truths dre 
hidden in (and have to be extracted at great risk 
from) matter, the material world (the dragons 
standing for ch thonic monsters); 5. psych.: 
gems hidden in caves: valuables of the subcon
scious, again often guarded by (phallic) snakes 
or devouring (Terrible Mother) dragons; cf. 
'gem in the mud', and "Full many a gem of 
purest ray serene The dark unfathomed caves of 
ocean bear": Th. Gray {"Elegy" 53); 6. exter
nal and internal ' light': some gems were sup
posed to glow in the dark {e.g. 'Carbuncle', 
q .v.): "thy shadow .... Which like a jewel {hung 
in ghastly night) makes black night beauteous": 
Sonn. 27; cf. Tit. 2, 3, and "she hangs upon the 
cheek of night Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop's 
ear": Rom. I , 5; 7. used to discover hidden 
truths (so: divination) : gems remain connected 
with the darkness of the Underworld, from 
which they came (cf. Fountains); 

B. fertility : I. famous jewelry usually be
longs to a fertility (and sexuality) goddess, and 
has often been given by chthonic gods: Aphro-

212 

dite's girdle (cestus), made by Hephacst 11 
Freya's 'Brisingamen', made by the dwarh 111 
Svartalheim , etc.; there are severa: example' 111 
goddesses (hero ines), who have been reduced '" 
a state of nudity, but for their jewelry, wh1d1 
seems essential to their being, e.g. Andromcdu 
was chained to a rock, naked, "except for ci•1 
tain jewels"; the same with Hesione, etc., 1 
gems are oft en used in rain-charms: homm•o 
pathica lly regarded a s beads of dew or ra111 
drops; 

C. purity: I. (therefore) preventive or cur,1 
tive of corporeal 'impurity' = diseases and 111 
nesses; 2. virtue in general: e.g. "Good name 111 
man and woman, dear my lord, Is the im nw 
diate jewel of their souls": 0th. 3, 3; 3. gua1 
dians or sexua l puri ty: fa ithfulness: a. e.g. 111 
ba llads jewels change colour (usually growi1w 
pale, but sometimes even breaking), when t ill' 
distant lover, who gave them at parting, is un 
faithful (e.g. " Hynd Horn"); b. a Red Carnelian 
girdle,worn as an amulet in Egypt, typified Im ' 
blood washing away the sins of its possessor ; 4 
amulet against impure (evil) influences: the Fv1l 
Eye, et c.; their inherent powers can be e n 
hanced by symbolic engraving or other toolinp. 

D. durability, permanence, immortality: I 
in Egypt green stone amulets were placed 111 
tombs to symbolize youth and immortalit y. 
Horus = Pr ince of the Emerald Stone, and Isis 
the Lady of the Emerald (and also Lady o f till' 
Turquoise); 2. placed in the mouth of the dead 
(apart from functioning as payment for tra m 
portation to the other world, which is the sa llll' 
function as money placed likew ise) preserve, 
the body from decay and ensures immortali ty. 
3. often exchanged in peace-treaties, as token' 
of friendship and love, etc.; 

E. some jewels (esp. diamonds) were consid 
erect poisonous: placed on the forehead or in the 
mouth of a snake, or origina ting from its saliva ; 

F. pride, ostentation, adornment : puritant 
cally regarded as creations of the Devil; 

III. Correspondences: the Tribes of Israel 
and the stones of the Breastplate of the High 
priest: see Table next page. 
Gemini 

A. general: I. the 3rd sign of the Zodiac, 
which the sun enters about May 21st; 2. repre 
sented: a. two lovers, a man and a woman; the 
sign is related to the perfect Hermaphrodite ; b . 
two children or men holding hands; c. the 
hour-glass: perpetual inversion; d. the moun
tains of Mars and Janus : death and resurrection ; 
e. two-headed eagles or cock s; 

B. period: I. the moment in the progress of 
the Wheel of Transformation, in which pure 

geranium 

Table Breastplate Gems 

tribe 

Reuben 
/ .cbulun 
Judah 
(;ad 
I cvi 
Asher 
Simeon 
Fph raim 
Manasseh 
Dan 
Dtnah 
Nuphtali 
Benjamin 
Issa char 
Joseph 

A.V. 

carnelian/sardius 
diamond 
emerald 
agate 
'carbuncle' 
beryl 
topaz 

ligure 

amethyst 
jasper 
sapphire 
onyx 

\'rcative forces {Aries and Taurus) are severed 
into two parts: one is elevated and unvarying 
(the species). the other descends into multiplici
ty , the varying (individual); 2. bipolarity , duali
ty moving towards the binary, differentiation: 
the Pillars of Hermes-Hercules; in Cabala Jach in 
.ind Boaz: individual power and life; 3. all 
twins: celestial/mortal; black/white, etc.; 4. any 
harmonious ambiguity, any apparent paradox; 

C. correspondences: I. body: a. arms and 
,houlders; sometimes the lungs; b. related to all 
double o rgans, so also kidneys, testicles, e tc. 
(Pctronius' "Satyricon"); 2. colou"r: orange; 3. 
l' lcment : air; 4. planet: Mercury; 5. landscape : 
mountain-peaks; 6. Tarot: the Empress {3rd 
card of the Solar Way); 7. quality: a. hot, 
moist ; b. masculine; c. dual; d. fortunate; 

D. character: I. favourable: a. enjoy an ar-
11u mcnt, versatile ; b. intellectual, artistic; c. ego
centric (which may lead to lunacy); d. inclined 
to vegetarianism; e. women : prefer two-piece 
,uits, and checkered material; 2. unfavourable: 
11. self-conscious ; b. fickle, restless; c. can lead a 
'double life'; d. emotionally cold; 

E. famous Gemini types: Dante, Wagner, 
Shaw, Conan Doyle. 
gentian 

I . general: a. a large genus of herbaceous 
plants {'Gentia na') comprising some 400 spe
dcs, most of which have deep or brilliant blue 
hlossoms, and bitter roots; some species {espe
l'ially the rarer yellow varieties) have been used 
medicinally from of old: as a cure for diseases 
.is well as a counter-poison; generally warming; 
h. it was named after king Gentius of Illyria of 
the 2nd cent. B.C. , who discovered its medici-

R. Graves 

Red Sard: first-born Red Man 
(sea-green) Beryl : 'among ships' 
Fire-Garnet: 'lion's whelp', Spring 
'Carbuncle': red: 'a robber band' 
lapis-lazuli: 'set apart'; summer 
White carnelian: 'royal dainties' 
Yellow cairngorm.: 'anger': hot summer 
Banded red agate: 'fruitful' 
Amethyst: wine-stone: 'forgetfulness' 
Yellow serpentine: ' like a serpent ' 
Clear green jasper: female season of rain 
Dark green Malachite: plouging 
- : ruled over all: New Year Child 

nal properties; c. found especially near the foot 
of the Alps (Pliny 25, 30); 2. autum n; 3. love
liness; 4. astral.: governs Scorpio; 5. D.H. Law
rence: Bavarian Gentians: a. related to sad 
Michaelmas; b. the dark torch of Pluto's Under
world. 
George 

I. Saint: I . patron saint of England {since 
Edward 111) ; one of the Champions of Christen
dom (v. Sa int); 2. The Dragon-killer: he killed 
the dragon to save the daughter of the King of 
Lydia, or of Ptolemy; cf. Perseus; he is related 
to moo n-wor ship; 3. the Everlasting Green One: 
the conflict with Evil is eternal ; he is eternally 
killed and resurrected, thus showing great re
semblance to all {sacrificial) fertility heroes and 
gods; for a sun-hero fighting the Chaos-monster; 
v. also Knight; 4 . the badge of St. George and 
the Dragon, worn pendant, was one of the insig
nia of the Order of the Garter : "Look on my 
George; I am a gentleman": 2H6 4, 1; R3 4 , 4; 
5. already in Shakespeare's time a popular name 
for an inn: "Saint George, that swindg'd {= 
thrashed) the dragon, and e'er since Sits on's 
horse-back at m ine hostess' door": K. John 2, 
J ; 6. emblems: a. armour, sword , a shield (or 
banner) with a red cross on a white field ; b. 
dragon; c. hot cross-buns; d. the rose (England); 

JI. boy's name: a taunting-rhyme for a boy 
called thus: "Georgie, Porgie, pudding and pie, 
Kissed the girls and made them cry". 
geranium 

I. general: a. the wild geranium is common
ly called "Crane's bill", because of the beaky 
ovary; the flower has 5 petals; the plant is com
monly found in woodlands; many species are 
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German(y) 

cultivated as hardy rock-garden plants; some are 
considered weeds; some (e.g. the Stinking 
Crane's bill) have a pungent smell; b. the "flo
rist's geranium" is the showy greenhouse plant 
of the genus 'Pelargonium' ; 2. melancholy; 3. 
stupidity, foolishness; 4. a bourgeois plant ; 5. 
T. S. Eliot: a madman shaking a dead geranium 
("Rhapsody"): dead memory, thwarted vitali
ty. 
German(y) 

I . rashness: a 'hasty German' in 3H6 4, 8; 2. 
Erasmus (Stult. Laus): the Germans take pride 
in their tall bodies and their knowledge of the 
black art; 3. dress: "A German from the waist 
down, all slops"(= with wide breeches): Ado 3, 
2; 4. J. Joyce: Germany =Father, the opposite 
of France = Mother; 5. proverb: "the German's 
wit is in his fingers". 
Geryon 

Dante: (Inf. C. 17) Fraud personified; the 
Apocalyptic Beast, which carries the two pil
grims to the 8th Circle. 
ghost 

.J . D. Thomas: a. something non-existent, or 
existing only in dreams ("Our eunuch 
dreams"); b. a possible child, or the limp father 
("My world is pyramid"); 2. v. Death, Grave, 
etc. 
ghoul 

E.A. Poe: desires, ending finally at, and 
'feeding on', the grave; the often ideal love
images sent down to the underworld of the un
conscious by the super-ego ("Ulalume", 
"Dreamland", etc.). 
giant 

I. quantitative amplification: A. favourable: 
a. personification of Collective Man, or Com
munity; b. tragic heroes tend to assume super
human stature; c. chthonic forces, related to 
the makers of (subterranean) treasures, the ce
lestial smiths; d. man before the Fall; e. protec
tor of the common people against an overlord; 
f. gigantic wisdom; B. unfavourable: a. everlast
ing rebellion, tyranny: "O, it is excellent To 
have a giant's strength; but it is tyrannous To 
use it like a giant" : Meas. 2, 2; b. The Adver
sary of the hero; in folktales v. ·Jack (the Giant
killer); c. giants tend to have something infe
rior, a tragic flaw: Goliath, Og, Samson, Satan; 
the Titans, Cyclops, Heracles; Gargantua, etc.; 
d. personification of the adverse forces in na
ture: drought, frost, storms, earth-quakes, etc. 
(cf. Monsters); e. the children of Man, esp. be
fore the Flood: v. Gen. 6, 4; 

2. killing the giant: a. related to Cosmogo
ny: the belief, that the world arose from the 
slain (sacrificed) gigantic primordial being; b. 
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related to human sacrifices as a form of involu 
tion; the death of a human being to enforce thu 
release of that cosmic force by homoeopathtl 
magic; 

3. psych.: a. the Terrible Father: seen from 
a child's height; b. spirit opposing the instincts, 
c. guardian of the treasure (= the Mother), the 
unconscious; related to the Dragon; d. or: the 
unconscious, the dark, menacing side of a per· 
son; 

4. correspondences: a. humour: the sangui 
nary; b. element: air (v. Elements); . 

5. D. Thomas: ("In the White Giant's 
Thigh":) a primitive design on the side of a hill, 
cut through the chalk beneath (cf. the Berk 
shire White Horse: v. Grass), which was sup 
posed to confer fertility (by obliging boys 
hiding in the bushes); its existence has not been 
proved and Thomas never saw it; 

6. combinations: a. Giant Bones: usually 
identified with a tribal ancestor, they were re
garded as a magical means of protecting a city 
(cf. Theseus' bones in Athens; Arthur's bones 
on the Isle of Avalon; the Anakim); they may 
have belonged to neolithic 7-foot men; but the 
bones of Orestes, accidentally found by a smith 
in Tegea, were about 10 feet long: Herodotus 
(1, 68) ;lb. giant Figures burnt (or ' led' in proces· 
sions as slaves): the chthonic spirits (or gods) of 
vegetation, which is 'conquered'; c. dmgon
tailed giants: lust and passion; d. serpent-tailed 
giants: the Green Gigantes, who fought the 
Olympians in revolt, because their brothers, the 
Titans, were confined in Tartarus; they were 
the sons of Earth, fertilized by the castrated 
parts of Ouranos (Sky) and could only be killed 
with the help of a mortal: Apollodorus (l, 6, 
2). 
gifts 

I. fatal gifts: A. the exaggerated , unfavoura
ble aspects of nature, e.g. scorching (instead of 
warming) sun, floods, etc.; B. a dying goddess 
of fertility (or gloam ing), or a sun-god; C. ex
amples: a. the shirt which killed Heracles, sent 
by Deianeira, who believed it would make him 
return to her; b. the 'robe of gold' sent by jeal
ous Medea to Creusa, which burnt up the latter; 
c. Midas' gift of turning all he touched into 
gold: e.g. Ovid (Metam. 11, lOOff.); 2. for the 
Gifts of the Magi: v. Magi; 3. for Santa Claus: v. 
Nicholas. 
Gilead 

I. related to the Reubenites, and Jephthah; 
2. W. Blake: the Hill of Witness. 
gillyflower · 

1. a name given to various clove-scented 
flowers, esp. the carnation (in Chaucer, Shake-

•!)Care, etc.), the clove pink, and the wall
llower; 2. natural beauty: a. in Eliz. times used 
lnr head-garlands ('coronation'); b: one of the 
llowers thought to grow in Paradise; 3. affec
tion; 4 . 'prince of the blood' among the flow
en: Sir R. Fanshawe ("Now War is all the world 
uhout"); 5. unchastity: they can produce cross
hrccds without human interference: "The fair
r~t flowers o' the season Are our carnations and 
•trcaked gillyflowers, Which some call nature's 
hastards": Wint. 4, 4; 6. sweetness: in a nurs-
1•ry-rhyme: v. Glove; 7. the bed of women 
1lying in child-labour is at the Lord's feet "weel 
•l't about wi' 'gillyflowers": ballad "Clerk 
S.iunders"; 8. wine-spicing. 
ginger 

1. medicinal: a. carminative; b. stimulant: 
" Marry, then, ginger was not much in request, 
lor the old women were all dead": Meas. 4, 3; it 
warms old people's bellies: e.g. Mer. V. 3, I ; c. 
rounter-irritant; d. aphrodisiac: when used to 
spice ale: ref. Twelfth N. 2, 3; e. put in a 
horse's anus to make it raise its tail which is 
then kept elegantly from its body; 2. ginger· 
hread: a. burial, or deity offering; b. at Christ· 
mas: Christ's body. 
gipsy 

1. though probably of Indian ongm, they 
were believed to be "the Lords and earls of 
Little Egypt"; or descendants of the outcasts of 
the temple of Thoth in Egypt; 2. their usual 
professions: fortune-tellers and tinkers (q.v.); 3. 
character: vices the same as the rest of civiliza
tion, only more noticeable (a gi'psy is born, 
lives, and dies, in the open); their virtues their 
own; 4. religion: moon-worship (and a matriar· 
cha! society), though usually professing the 
local religion for expediency's sake; eggs are 
generally tabu ; they are also noted for their 
secret sign-language; 5. sanctimonious Christian 
legend: they are unable to rest, 'because they 
refused hospitality to the Holy Family on their 
flight to Egypt'; which gave Christians the right 
to persecute them endlessly, up to mass-exter
mination in the 20th century; 6. F.G. Lorca: 
(like 'contrabandista') a. anti-social, an outcast; 
b. primitive man, having the elemental force of 
naturalness, living on the margin of the law and 
social conventions (which are false); c. the same 
as the Dark Lover (v. Shadow). 
giraffe 

1. height-symbolism: a. lofty thoughts, in
quisitiveness after higher knowledge; b. elo
quence: love of lofty language; c. gentleness 
(like hind, gazelle, etc.); d. coquetry: mere 
symbolic 'hiding' among trees; 2. sweet smell: 
ea ting acacia-leaves; 3. speed: Ar. 'zarafa' = one 

girdle. 

who walks swiftly (30 m.p.h. at full gallop); 4. 
leopard tincture of the skin (L. 'cameleoparda
lis'). 
girdle 

1. strength: a. atuibute of Thor; b. used in 
medieval armour till about 1420; 2. righteous
ness: "And righteousness shall be the girdle of 
his loins": Isa. 11, 5; 3. faithfulness: "and faith· 
fulness the girdle of his reins": Isa. 11, 5; 4. 
truth: "Stand therefore, having your loin girt 
about with truth": Eph. 6, 14; 

5. gladness: "thou has~ put off my sackcloth 
and girded me with gladness": Ps. 30, 11; 6. 
pilgrimage: hitching up one's garment to facili
tate walking; 7. protection, virginity (cf. Buck
le): a. Egypt: the "Blood of Isis", a girdle with 
red carnelian, which washes away the sins of 
the wearer; b. attribute of the Virgin Mary; c. 
minimal dress of gods and goddesses in art; 8. 
ornament: especially rich in the 15th and 16th 
centuries; 9. attribute of love and fertility god· 
desses: a. the girdle of the bride: Isa. 49, 18 (= 
'ornament'), also in Jer. 2, 32: "Can a maid 
forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire?"; 
some tabu may account for the euphemism 'or
nament'; b. Venus' irresistible girdle: e.g. 
Homer (11. 14, 214ff.); c. Brynhild's girdle (es
pecially in the Nibelungen; in variants only the 
ring taken from her by Siegfried, is handed to 
Kriemhild) ; d. in medieval Romances girdles of
ten render a girl irresistible to her beloved; e. 
F.G. Lorca: a passion-raising element: e.g. the 
erotic wind tries to catch a girl by the girdle; 

10. invisibility: a girdle can render a girl in· 
visibfe to her beloved in medieval romances; 11. 
special religious meanings: A. Hebrew: a. the 
'curious girdle' of the ephod: embroidered (ref. 
Ex. 28, 8); b. since it was worn ne>.t to the 
skin, it was treated with great care (e.g. not put 
in water: Jer. 13, l); in the parable (Jer. 13, 
1- 11) of the girdle, which was hid in a rock 
and later disintegrated, the , reference is to 
Judah as Yahweh's girdle; B. Christian: servi
tude: humility, obedience, etc.; 12. her.: a. 
readiness to fight; b. be in service, bound to 
one's Lord; 

13. combinations: A. red girdle: a. a red 
girdle with black clothes was the distinctive 
dress of the Erinyes as Old Women in Aeschy
los; b. v. 7, a; B. gold girdle: the Son of Man 
was seen in Rev. (1 , 13) "girt about the paps 
with a golden girdle"; C. a girdle of straw: a. 
general fertility-symbol; b. aid to women in 
child-labour; D. starred girdle: a. the Heavens; 
b. the Zodiac; E. 'ungirt': a. Ovid: when Deuca
lion and his wife (after the Flood) had to re
people the earth by throwing seed-stones be-
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gladiolus 

hind them (v. f'undament) , they had to be 
veiled (like all earth-fertility goddesses) and 
wear ' ungir t robes' (M etam. l , 380ff.); b. child
birth can be eased by untying all girdles and 
kno ts in clothing; F. " turn o ne's girdle": be 
r\l<ldY to fight: in Eliz. t imes the dagger was 
usually worn on the righ t behind ; ref. Ado 5, I ; 
14. folklore: a. a burial gift: e.g. among the 
Franks and Burgundians, sometimes among the 
Romans; b. v. 12, C. b; 15. v. Buckle. 
gladiolus 

I. name: L. 'gladius' = 'sword ', from its 
sword-shaped leaves; the best were from Crete 
in antiquity; 2. ready-armed; 3. medicinal: a. a 
pleasant food : it~ bulb improves bread; b. it re
moves hardnesses from the body (e.g. bladder
stones), but may cause miscarriage. 
glass 

l . purity, virginity: a. the Immaculate Con
ceptio n; its tra nsparency to light typifies 
Christ's birth ; b . "Crack the glass of her virgini
ty, and make the rest malleable": Per. 4 , 6 ; 2. 
abstraction ; 3. revelation: a. the divine word ; b. 
crystal-gazing; 4 . brittle, short-lived beauty: 
"Glasses and la sses are brittle ware": prov.; 

5. looking thro ugh a glass: a. o pacity: "For 
now we see through a glass, darkly ; but then 
face to face": l Cor. 13, 12; b. through blue 
glass: prejudiced , misantropic view; c. through 
rosy-coloured glass: optimistic; 6. combina
tions : A. Bower of Glass: Eta in, wife of the god 
of the Underworld, was abducted by Oengus, 
who kept her in a glass, which he carried with 
him everywhere; B. Glass Castle: in British 
legend (v. also Aurora Borealis, Paradise, and 
Castle, Revolving - ): a. island shrines: 'glass'= 
sea; b. star-prisons, islanded in the dark of the 
sky (= 'Silver Castle'= Hell); c. both are related 
to Death and Moon goddesses; C. Glass Moun
tain : a.= Glass Castle; b. northern mounta ins of 
ice and snow, which a sun-hero has to conquer 
before he can release the dawn-{or, spring-fertil
i ty) princess; he is usually helped by all kinds of 
animals (personifying clouds, wind, light, etc.); 
D. a dome of many-coloured glass: " Life, like a 
dome of many-coloured glass, Stains the white 
rad iance o f eternity": Shelley (" Adonais" 
54f.); E. Sea of Glass: a. Rev. (4, 6) : before the 
throne of God, ' like unto crystal' ; b . those who 
have got the victory over the Apocalyptic Beast 
stand on the sea of glass, " having the harps of 
God": Rev. 15 , 2; F. Globe of glass: v, Globe. 
globe 

1. shares in the symbolism of Circle and 
Ball : a. perfection ; b. mystic Centre, the 
(world-)soul; c. who leness; d. eternity; 2. earth, 
travel; 3. power (especially as orb) ; 4. felicity: 
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it ha s no corners or edges; in J . Bosch's "Cai 
den of Delight" two lovers are encased in a gl.1" 
globe: with conno tat ions of unity, detach mc111 
from the rest of the world , fragility of earthly 
delights, etc.; 5. sun-disk : Egypt ; 6. the head 
"this distracted glo be": Ham. l , 5; 7. a/ch. : a. ,1 
black globe: ' prime matter'; b. with wings: spu 
itual movemen t, evolution ; 8. D. Thomas: ,1 
testicles (" When . once the twilight locks 1111 

longer"); b. poem ("Dea th and Entrances") ; 9 
combinations: a. with a belt and patriarchal 
cross: the year's cycle, equa torial, polar, and 
diametric division o f the earth; b . with a cros.v 
gradual enlightenment to the 4 corners of thl' 
earth, sa lvation ; c. with an orrery: sovereignty 
at sea; d. with a spread eagle: devo tion; e. with 
a tripod: attribute of Uran ia ; f. an allegorical 
person kicking a globe: disdain of the world ; g. 
a globe divided into two half-moons: symbol ot 
the Moon (v . Seven). 
glove 

l. power, pro tection ; attr. o f God in medic 
val plays; 2. nobility: especially of the left 
hand, which was usually ornamented with a 
decorated double border, because it served as a 
perch for the falcon, which the gentlemen often 
carried themselves to show their righ ts of the 
hunt ; 3. mystery: attributes of such mysterious 
characters as thieves, witches, night-riders, etc.: 
4. saluta tion : honour rendered by removing the 
right glove; a. when approaching a person of 
higher rank, o r an altar ; b. (of mail:) disarming 
before a superio r, or candour; 

5. investiture: in Christian churches a n at
tribu te of the rank s from the bishop up: a. the 
left hand should not know what the right ha nd 
does; b. detachment from 'dirty' Mother Earth ; 
6. anything that 'tits' perfectly; 7. combina
tions: a. an iron glove: o ne of Thor's posses
sions; b. a glove o f raw-hide: of boxers: Vergil 
(Aen. 5 , 69ff.; Georg. 3, 20); c. glove and ring: 
in ballads the traditional gift at courting: v. 
"Binnorie", "Childc Maurice", "Young John", 
etc.; bu t also Tro il. 3, 3 (or v. Sleeve); 8. folk

' lore: a . (like scissor:) must never be picked up 
by the person, who drops them: it brings bad 
luck ; b. rela ted to parting: if you forget your 
gloves, and return for them, you must sit down 
again before taking them and leaving, otherwise 
you may never return there; c. gloves are an 
appropriate gift for lovers, especially at Easter: 
if she wears them to church, she encourages 
you; cf. also the nu,rsery-rhyme: "The rose is 
red, the violet b lue, 'rhe gillyflower sweet , and 
so are you. These are the words you bade me 
say For a pair of new gloves o n Easter day"; d. 
the intimate connection they have with the per-

'"" wearing them is borne out by the fact, that 
tlikc hair, nail-parings, etc.) they can be used to 
work b lack magic o n the wearer; e. white 
~ loves: purity, innocence: often hung in the 
H'ntre o f the garland, carried at the funeral o f a 
v1rg111; that also accounts fo r the fact that the 
A ' "LC J udge wears them, when there are no 
11 11ninal cases for him ; 9 . gloves share in the 
,y mbolism of Hand and Fingers (q .v.) ; v. 
<,'011111/et. 
glow-worm 

I. often related to the stars: a. " Vesper , 
umorous glow-worm of the sky": Kea ts ("To 
1•,ychc"); b. " And earth's poor stars (the 
<:low-worms) lay abroad As thick as Heaven's": 
predicts a storm: Chapman ("Eugenia"); c. the 
11t'f-spring of the Pleiades (Pliny 18, 66f.) ; 2. 
harbinger of morning: "The glow-worm shows 
11tc matin to be near, And 'gins to pale his une f
lcctual fire"; Ham. I , 5. 
gnat 

l . something trivial, the opposite of an 
l'ap,le: Luer. I 0 l 4 f. : "Gnats are unno ted 
whcresoe'er they fly, But eagles gazed upon 
wtth every eye"; also T it. 4, 4; 2. related to 
, lander: " The Gnat that sings the Summer's 
,ong Po ison gets from Slander's tongue": W. 
Blake (Aug. of Inn.) ; 3. rela ted to sunshine: 
" When the sun sh ines, let foolish gna ts make 
,port , But creep in crannies when he hides his 
hcams": Err. 2, 2; 4. related to Autumn: J . 
Keats; 5. a gnat can overcome a lion , but no t a 
,pider : Aesop (Fables 133); 6. "Strain at a gnat 
and swallow a camel": pay attention to small 
details, which are one's specialities, and take 
l\ross unrighteousness, if it serves you: Matth . 
23, 24. 
gnome 

I. miners; 2. influence the bilious tempera
ment, and the element earth (v. Elements); 3. in 
white magic their King Gob commands them 
with a magic sword ; 4. v. Dwarf, Goblin. 
goat 

l. fertility: 
A. sacred to goddesses: a. the Canaanite 

' Ash toreth'; a nd a kid was the reward of reli
pious prostitutes (hierodules) in the service of 
her Assyro-Babylonia n form , the fertility-
1\0ddess Ishtar (Gen. 38, 14); related to this 
must be the c urious pro hibition (Ex. 23, 19 and 
34, 26) to seethe a kid in his mother's milk; a 
1ablet suggesting a local fert ilit y-rite has been 
fo und ; added to this was the Hebrew horror at 
'm ixt ure' (not yoke an ox and an ass together, 
etc.); meal-cakes and kids are ingredien ts of a 
o;acrifice to Ishtar in the G ilgamesh Epic ; b. 
sacred to Aphrodite a nd Hera; it was the only 

goat 

sacrifice to the Juno of Corinth ("Acraea") ; 
Aphrodite rides a goat in a sculpture by Skopas 
(Pausanias 6, 25 ); c. the goa t-nymph Amaltheia 
fed Zeus on honey; from her skin the aegis was 
made; ci. Athene was also a goat-goddess: as
saulted by the goatish Pallas, whose skin she 
turned into her aegis; e. a common steed for 
Venus: even Maritime Venus was seated on a 
Sea-goat ; f. the northern goddess Goda (the 
counterpart of Gr. Britomartes, who was pur
sued by Minos and escaped in a net): she rode 
on a goat, naked except for a net (cf. Godiva's 
hair) with an apple in one hand; she was accom
panied by a hare and a raven, and thus rode to 
her annual spring fertility-love festival; the goa t 
ha s been explained as a man in goat-skin, the 
Sacred King (who became the devil of the 
witch-cult ; v. below) , the apple as the symbol of 
his a pproaching death (and immortality), the 
hare as the sy mbol of the Sacred Chase of the 
king (during which the 'goddess' became a grey
ho und); in her net she became a fish (ano ther 
fert ility-symbol); the raven relates to the ora
cles, both of the goddess, and of the king after 
his death; also Europa may have been abducted 
by (= have ridden) a goa t ; h. in several societies 
there is ritual intercourse between a woman and 
a goat for fertility (again related to the la ter 
'witches') ; 

B. sacred to fertili ty-gods: I . Bull-gods 
(Zeus through Amaltheia, Dionysus, Odih, 
Thor, e tc.); according to No nnus the change 
fro m goa t to bull-cult came about as fo llows: 
Zagreus-Dionysus was a horned infant, who oc
cupied the throne of Zeus for o ne day, the 
Titans tore him to pieces, and ate him after he 
had raced through the changes of shape (com
mo n to seasonal gods) : Zeus with the goat-skin 
coat , Cronos making rain , an insp ired youth , a 
lio n, a horned snake, a tiger, a bull ; it was as a 
bull that they a te him (cf. Mithra eaten as a 
bull) ; probably a goat-cult also preceded the 
bull-cult in Crete, and Pasiphae married such a 
goa t-king (cf. I, A, f) ; goa t-centaurs may have 
preceded horse-centaurs; 2. Asclepi.us and Zeus 
were nursed by goa.t-nymphs; 3. Dionysus
Bacchus, and Pan: a. the goat-Pan-Dio nysus cult 
was strong in the earliest times recorded in the 
O.T.: patriarchs and judges receiving the com
pany of Angels of the Lord generally offered 
them a kid : Abraham (Gen. 18, 7, though A.V. 
has 'calr), G ideon (Judg. 6, 19), Manoah (J udg. 
13, 15) ; moreover the goat became the name 
fo r discarded deities ('satyrs'), e.g. in Lev. 17 , 7 
('devils') , 2Chron. 11, 15, etc.; b. the goa t was 
grea tly honoured in Mendes in Egypt , because 
he represented their god Pan; c. among the 
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goat 

Greeks he was sacrificed to Bacchus, 'because 
he destroys the vineyards'; Ovid (rasti l, 
353f.); d. when the gods fled from Olympus 
before the fury of Typhoeus, Bacchus took the 
disguise of a goat (Ovid, Metam. 5, 329: 'proles 
Semeleia capro'); 4. Pan is sometimes repre
sented as part-lion, part-goat; he shared the 
goat-limbs with Faunus and the satyrs; 5. there 
is a I 2th century representation of Arthur as 
dwarf (: underground vegetat ion god) riding a 
goat; 6. the opposite (by later Inversion) of the 
Cow; 7. psych .: (like Bull:) the 1-'ather-symbol ; 

C. always in heat: a. favourab le: black (un
derworld) goat reins were sacrificed in funeral 
rites, and given as a 'viaticum' for a dead man 
to facilitate rebirth by supplying vital heat; b. 
unfavourable: bringer of death or illness 
through fever; 

D. lhe Fiery Crosses of Scotland (q.v.; origi
nally a fertility-rite, later a call to war; fertility
gods are war-gods) : the cross was dipped in the 
blood of a sacrificial goat before being set 
aflame; 

II . landscape: A. occasionally related to the 
valley, and then represents stupidity; B. related 
to mountain-peaks (through habitat and horns): 
a. far-seeing and sure-footed; b. Knights, riding 
goats; c. related to mountain-inhabiting her
mits; d. v. W.B. Yeats below; 

Ill. related to witches: I. descendant of the 
gods of fertility, e.g. v. I , A, f; 2. the Goat
Master, or the Horned God (the Devil or his 
representative) was the Master of Ceremonies at 
the Sabbats, whose fundament the witches 
kissed (perhaps his testicles), on whose back 
they rode, and with whom they copulated at 
the end of the meeting; 3. a composite of 
totem-animal, Pan, Odin as necromancer, etc.; 
4. 0 .T .: Michal, trying to deceive the killers of 
David , puts a 'tcraph' in David's bed with a 
bolster of goat's hair; of course, the hair was to 
resemble David's hair (v. below), yet the whole 
suggests magic (!Sam. 19, 13); 

JV_ related to tragedy: l. 'tragoidia' as 'goat
song'. has been explained: a. the actors were 
dressed in goa t-skins like satyrs; b. a goat was 
the prize for the best performance; c. a goat 
was sacrificed at the Dionysia, from which trag
edy originated; 2. Vergil ('Judi' in Georg. 2, 
381) connects it with Gr. 'tragos' : it originated 
in the celebrations of the vine-harvest, -when 
goats were offered to Bacchus, and dances were 
held on (inflated) goat-skins; 

V. emissary: l. the 'scape-goat': v. Azazel; 
2. sacred to Hermes as messenger of the Gods ; 

VI. Christian : A. he-goat: a. Satan; b. Amor 
Carnalis in feminine form (a naked woman, 
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blindfolded and winged, with bow and arrow) 
sometimes rides a goat; c. also as the steed of 
Lasciviousness ('Luxuria', 'Voluptas', etc.), who 
sometimes carries a dove; d. (a sculpture at t hl' 
Minster at Freiburg) a naked woman in goat 
skin (Voluptuousness) stands beside the Princl' 
of the World; e. the sinners (because of their 
smell), the damned, who will go to the left (per 
dition) at the day of reckoning (Ma tth. 25 , 33 ) ; 
f. Avarice; g. Synagogue (: Jewry); h. in the 
Ages of Man: a youth of 20; B. she-goat: a. 
caprice; b. vagabond; c. lust ; 

VII. further general symbolism: l. poverty 
and winter : a. a she-goat is a poor man's cow 
(cf. the donkey as a poor man's horse); b . for 
winter: v. IX; 2 . agility, elega11ce: one of the 
animals that is 'comely in going': Prov. 30, 
29 - 31; 3. beautiful hair: "Thy hair is as a nock 
of goats": of the beloved in SoS 4, I (:black) ; 
4. stupidity: ir;i. Aesop's 'Tables" it fools a wolf 
(101), but is fooled by a fox (7); 5. freedom: it 
prefers freedom to any easy food in servitude: 
Aesop (Fables 100); 6. sharp hearing: Hebraic; 
and excellent sight at night (Pliny 8, 76); 7. 
sociability; 8. term of abuse for Wales: "No t 
for Cadwallader and all his goats" (: moun
tains?) : HS 5, l; 

VIII. her. : I. a warrior winning by diplomat
ic and political cunning rathe r than by brute 
force; 2. striving after higher things; e.g. with 
the scroll "Alta Peto"; 3. an androgynous heral
dic symbol : a she-goat with a he-goat's head; 

IX. Zodiac: I. Capricornus: the winter-sol
stice; 2. 0 .T.: a rules over Syria; b. a unicorn 
(Alexander the Great), but when the great horn 
was broken, four 'notable ones' sprang forward 
'toward the four winds of heaven', with 
'a little horn' growing from one of them, which 
grew exceedingly great (Antiochus), who even 
fought the heavef1s; 3. Minoan: the waning 
year: the opposite of the Ram (Aries) of the 
waxing year; 

X. W.B. Yeats: t he Goat-herd: Old Age: 
living in greater heights, with dreams, visions, 
has "found the path my goats' feet cannot 
find"; as such he is the opposite of the shep
herd of the valleys; 

XI.folklore: a. a master-kid running "aneath 
his lady's bed" prevented Willy's lady (in the 
ballad) from giving birth; b. goat-riding: (for 
men and women) is a very widespread rite of 
initiation into a secret society, related to the 
inversion of the existing order of society; c. 
nursery-rhyme: "Little Johnny Morgan, Gentle
man of Wales, Came riding on a nanny-goat, 
Selling of pigs' tails"; 

XII. shares in all Horn-symbolism. 

goblet 
l . festivity, friendship running into a happy 

orgy : "What goblet made Hebe shed her dress?"; 
ref. in J. Keats: 'Ode to Fancy'; 2. feminine 
symbol of containment, vulva: "Thy Qavel is 
like a round goblet" (SoS): 'navel' is a euphe
mism for feminine 'secret' (parts); the 'liquor' : 
'mixed wine' : euphemism for semen; 3. used 
for higher (e.g. sacramental) purposes than a 
Cup (with which it shares the general symbol
ism): the wrapping of the Mystic Centre; 4. t he 
human heart: e.g. in Romanesque art (w ith lid); 
S. (when containing liquids:) the non-formal 
world of possibilities; 6. the goblet of Ares: 
shield; 7. for Heracles crossing the Oceµn from 
the West to the East (v. Night-crossing): Apollo
dorus (2,. 5 , JO). 
goblin 

J. landscape: related to grottoes and groves; 
2. they eat little children, and arc generally of 
evil character; 3. typify HaUowe'en; 4. D. 
Thomas: "goblin-sucker": vampire, parasite, 
..:mbryo ; 5 . v. Dwarf, Gnome. 
God 

l. emblems: a. of eternity: evergreens, cir
cle, serpent with a tail in its mouth, etc.; b . 
Cedar of the Lebanon, mountain, olive tree, 
sea, sea-weed, etc.; 2. wounded gods and god
desses in Homer : a. Aphrodite. by Diomedes in 
the soft part of her lower arm above the wrist 
(II. 5, 336f.), which caused the " ichor" (the 
blood of the gods) to flow; b. Hera, struck in 
her right breast by Heracles; c. H~des by Hera
cles; d. Ares by Diomedes (with Athene's help). 
Godiva, Lady -

I . the myth probably refers to an old Spring 
ritual, which is also found in Norse literature (v. 
Coda, under Goat): a lady (the Aphrodite as
pect of the Great Triple Goddess), called Eostre 
(v. also Hare), rode on a goat, dressed in a net 
(and/or her hair), accompanied by a hare; the 
hare represents good hunting; the net good fish
ing; and the long hair the loosening of the win
ter-bounds of the earth , and the abundance of 
corn; 2. she sometimes held an apple (of death 
and immortality), or an onion (moon-magic), 
and was accompanied by a (prophetic) raven; 
she was supposed to be "neither clothed. nor 
unclothed, neither on foot, nor on horseback, 
neither in -water, nor on dry la nd, neither with 
nor without a gift"; 3. Peeping Tom the Tailor 
(in spite of the abundance of her hair) could see 
her "very white le~s'', for which he was pun
ished (either by blindness, like Tiresias, or by 
death, like Actaeo n); 4. a s im ilar figure is de
scribed as a 'love-test' for a girl marrying a 
prince; 5. the same representatio n became an 
icon of lechery. 

gold 

Gog and Magog 
J. O.T. : A. the name: a. related to the name 

of a Lydian king; b. related to the Sumerian 
word for 'darkness'; c. or it means 'barbarian', 
inhabitant of the North (: North of the Black 
Sea, perhaps the Scythians); B. (Eze. Ch. 38-9) 
identified with Alexander )l'.lld Macedonia: the 
second name was later regarded as another ene
my (v. 2); Gog, though God's Adversary, was a 
tool in his hand: he was to fight Israel with all 
his mighty force, Israel was to be undefended, 
and yet saved, to prove the power of the Lord 
(by earthquakes, hailstones, etc.); 2 . N.T .: 
(Rev. 20, 8) the peoples living on the four cor
ners of the ea rth , who will attack the Church 
befo re the end of the world, when Satan is re
leased , the Interregnum (after the Millennium); 
3. Britain : the name given to the two wooden 
statues, 14 feet high, in the London Guildhall ; 
they were the survivors of a gian t race , de
scended · from the 33 wicked daughters of Dio
cletian; they were brough t to London ('Troyno
vant') by Brut, who had conquered them, and 
(as many 'vanq uished' giants, monsters, etc.) 
were made guardians of the gate of the royal 
palace; the effigies, which had been there at 
least since Edward V, were burnt down in the 
Great !'ire, and replaced, to be burnt again in 
an a ir-raid in 1940, after which new statues 

•were installed again; fo r their early history v. G. 
of Monmouth (I, 16). 
gold 

I. sun and fire: I. the heavens, as the oppo 
site of lapis lawli: 2. being the noblest metal, ii 
requires all the Elements, an d, though belong
ing to the Sun, the other planet-meta ls must be 
in it , too; this knowledge is of great importance 
for Alchemists; v. Ill, 3; 3. the Midas story: the 
gold of the Dawn-sun, whic.;h becomes too pow
erful a t noon, is quenched in the water , in 
which Midas 'bathed' and which also turned all 
golden (and its banks too) in the sun-light : Ovid 
(Metam. 11, 1 OOff.); 4 . majesty: any king was 
or iginally a Sun-king; 5. v. Golden Egg, Ball, 
etc. below; 

II. fertility: I. the corn~ecd: a. the tears of 
Freya; h. (with gems) the beautiful necklaces 
and gird les o f fertility-goddesses; 2. the gold-ore 
veins are the roots of the· Tree of Life; 3. the 
Gold of the Nibclungen is fertili ty, which de
~<1ys : unlucky riches; 4. wealth, abundance, 
lead ing to avarice; . 

III. immortality. incorrnptibility (immunity 
from rust) : I. purity itself; it is not damaged 
by fire, only more purified; it is an amulet for 
wo unded people, draws out poison, etc.; 2. · 
Egypt: a . the Gold House, or Gold Room : the 
world o f death and (through the golden grain) 
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Golden Fleece 

of Rebirth ; b. death-masks of the pharaohs were 
made of pure go ld : eternal presence = being 
detached from the world ; 3. there is an ancient 
belief, that the sun had ' spun ' the gold in the 
earth, while rotating round her, so gold is as 
divine, as magically powerful, and as immortal 
as the sun himself; 

IV . heart, blood, love: A. heart : just as we 
have the 'sun in the earth', so the heart is the 
'sun in man'; B. blood: a. "His silver skin laced 
with his golden blood": Mac. 2, 3; b. "Their 
armours tha t marched hence so silver-bright, 
Hither return all gilt with Frenchmen's blood": 
K. John 2, 1; c. in H. Melville's "Moby Dick" 
we have the sun (Parsecs), blood (the wha le as 
the Great Blood Animal). and )!Old (the dou
bloon on the mast) together ;C. lovc: related to 
fertility (II) and such items as Golden Cup be
low; 

V. spiritual illumination: I . the fourth state 
of spiritual glorification after: a. black =sin and 
penitence; b. white = rem ission and inno.:ence; 
c. red =sublimation and passio n; 2. the elusive, 
hidden treasure, Wisdo m; it is perfect at finding 
(whether as nug!!ets o r as detritus); 3. the 
medium between the natural and the supernatu
ral ; 

VI. a/ch. : 1. the fini shed Work, the Ultimate 
Wisdom; v. also under Alchemy; 2. the alche
mists sold 'aurum potabile', liquid gold, which 
was a mixture of )!Old (divine spirit) and silver 
(human spirit): a general healer, but more spe
cifically a love-pot ion; references e.g. in 2H4 4 , 
4· 

VII. her.: A. according to some: a. excel
lence; b. intelligenre; c. respect; d. virtue; e. 
dignity; f. related to topaz ; B. according to 
ot hers: a. nobility, elevat ion nf mind; b. gener
osity; 

VIII. special religious meanings: A. Hebrew: 
divine, mystic power; 13. Christian: a. divine 
spirit; b. the glory of faith triumphant; v. 
Dante's "Paradiso"; c. love; d. tJ1e gold offered 
by the Magus: celestial food (v. Magi); e. the 
colour of the Virgin's hair : v. Hair, Golden -; 

IX. combinations: I . golden apple: discord, 
immortality: v. Apple; 2. golden ball: a. the 
Sun = Wisdom ; b. on a nag-pole: male and fe
male: androgyne; 3. golden bough: a. the rays 
of the setting sun; b. neede.d by a sun-hero be
fore his descent into the Underworld: Aeneas 
took an oak rnvered with Mistletoe (q.v.) the 
Cumaean Sibyl gavehirn;4. golden chain : a. hon
our, dignity, respect, wealth ; b. the spirit, bind
ing earth to heaven (v. III, 3), or 'drawing peo
ple into heaven'; c. attribute of Hermes as God 
of Eloquence; d. a 'bindin!(' gift: v. Chain; 5. 
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golden cup: a. for the Eucharist; b. the Grail , 1· 

female principle: the virgin as recipient of t hr 
male god; 6. golden egg: the sun, laid on till 
waters of chaos (or the great abyss) by till 
primeval Goose (Bird of Spirit): v. Goose; 1 
go lden floor: of th~ palace of Zeus: Homer (II 
4, 2); 8. golden hair: v. Hair; 9. golden showl'r 
Zeus fertilizing Danae with his sunbeams; I() 

golden sleep: "Tell me, sweet lord, what i ~ '1 

that takes from thee Thy stomach, pleasure, 
and thy golden sleep?" (all used in sexual con no 
talion): I H4 2, 3; 11. golden streets: of till' 
New Jerusalem: Rev. 21, 21 ; 12. burying gold 
to incriminate an innocen t man has been a trick 
played since Homer (Ulysses and Palamede1 
Ovid, Metam. 13, 60; Tit. I , 3, etc.); 13. gold 
and silver mixed: a. skin and blood: v. IV, B, a: 
b. purity and charity: the necklace of the 
spo use of the Sos was gold encrusted in silver, 

X. folklore: a. do not use gold in a mourn 
ing-dress (probably to show that 'vitali ty' I\ 

gone); b. for further folklore: v. the object\ 
made of it, e.g. Beads; 

XI. v. Colours and Metals. 
Golden Fleece 

I . ii is symbolically golden : an attribute to 
royalty (Sun-fertility-k ing), because it was used 
(as Zeus' ram) in rain-making ceremonies; 'gold' 
then is water, or the golden ligh t of the spring
sun on a young ram; 2. it may be connected 
with the Sun rising in the sign of the Ram at 
the Spring l"'estival; 3. sunshine on rain-bringing 
"sheep-clouds"; it "hung like a cloud which 
blushes with flaming because of the rising sun": 
Apollonius Rhod . (4 , 125ff.);4. the sun carried 
away from the realm of darkness (Kolchis) to 
that of Dawn by the Sun-hero; 5. Kolchis may 
have been the same as Havilah (Gen. 2, 11 : 
Hebr. ' ko l' = 'sand'), 'where there is gold'; 6. it 
was the bone of contention between Atreus and 
his brother Thyestes: who possessed the Golden 
Fleece would be (Sun-)king; cf. Jacob supplant
ing Esau; 7. a form of 'elusive', hidden trea sure, 
wisdom ; 8. sheep (innocence) +gold (supreme 
spiritual glory): the quest was for supreme 
strength of spirit through the purity of the soul 
(cf. the Quest of the Grail and Sir Galahad); 9. 
conquest of the impossible or ultra-reasonable ; 
IO. for the nature-myth : v. Fleece. 
golden rod 

I . the plants of the gen us 'Solidago', most 
of the species of which are native of America ; 
the only British species occurs in woods and 
thickets, and is the best garden plant of the 
species; it has a long cluster of showy nower
heads ; 2. it points to hidden springs of water, 
and treasures of gold and silver; 3. Zodiac: the 

house· of Virgo (time of flowering for most 
, pcc ies); 4. encouragement ; 5. precaution. 
goldfinch 

I . gallantry: e.g. Chaucer's "Cook's Tale": 
.>. frui tfulness: attribute (with hare and hen); 3. 
1 he Passion of Christ. 
goldylocks 

I. flower: a. general: a kind of buttercup; b. 
I.anguishing passion; 2. applied to women's hair, 
1·,pecially of golden colour (v. Hair); 3. the her-
111nc of the nur~ry 1ale of the Three Bears. 
golem 

I. O.T.: an unformed substance (used in Ps. 
I 39, 16); so it may be applied to an unmarr ied 
woman, or woman withou t children; 2. Jewish 
folklore: an image endowed with life; 3. M.A.: 
.1pplied to wooden images given life by the 
..:1ints, protecting their masters against oppres
'ion; 4. a heartless and soulless autom~ton per
lorming its duties. 
gong 

I. W.B. Yeats: the ty pical Eastern inst ru
ment (of religion); the opposite of the conch o f 
Jewish Christianity in Ireland; 2. D. 17lomas : 
poem ("Once below a time" ). 
goose 

l. maternity, creation, fertility, s1111: a. 
Egypt: one of the stories of creation: the 
dtaos-goose cackled to the chaos-gander, the re
'u lt of which was a golden egg (Sun); the story 
of the Goose laying the Golden Eggs, and the 
!(reedy farmer killing her to have everything in
\ ide her (Aesop's Fables, 178) is a reductio n of 
this creation-myth; b. sacred to Hera-Juno as 
the creative 'breath-bird'; c. associated with the 
gra in-gold : shearing the last grain is "to cut the 
gander's neck"; moreover, it is often eaten in 
harvest-banquets; d. typifies the good house
wife: 'the blessed fowl' : love and watchfulness; 
it is associated with the dove and peacock ; e. if 
wmeone removes the eggs of a goose (some
times as many as 40 in a brood) she goes on 
laying till she bursts; 2. {female) sexuality: a. as 
emblem of love it is sacred (and sacrificed) to 
Venus at Cyprus; Eros rode on one; b. "Priapus' 
own pet darling, the goose that all married 
women dote on": Petronius ("Satyrico n"); c. 
sacred to Dionysus-Eros, and Mars as god of 
violent love (and fert ility) ; d. prostitute: e.g. 
Rom. 2, 4; LLL 3, I ; Shakespear« hardly ever 
mentions the word without sexual connota
tions; 3. wind, snow: a. connected with the 
rushing wind, probably for its sibilant hiss, 
which led to 'breath', 'ghost' (v. below) and 
'spirit'; b. snow is often explained as an old 
woman (e.g. Mother Carey) plucking her goose; 
4. breath: v. I, b, and 3, a; 

goose 

5. speech, eloquence: a. sacred to Hermes
Mercury as the God of Eloquence, and to Apol
lo; b. sacred to Pei tho, the 'goddess of winning 
speech'; 6. soul: a. the soul itself: like any bird, 
but v. Barnacle Goose below; b. sometimes the 
souls of the depar ted were supposed to be fol
lowed by cackling geese, instead of by dogs 
(acting as psychopomps) ; 7. vigilance: a. Rome 
was saved from an unexpected invasion of the 
Gauls by the cackling of the Capitoline Geese; 
b. these were depicted in Aeneas' shield: Vergil 
(Aen. 8, 655) ; from earliest times geese were 
associated with Rome, also through Mars, who 
was the father of Rom ulus and Remus; 8. win.; 
ter: migration; 9. generally sacred: a. Zeus (ac
companied by Hermes, in disguise as mortal 
strangers), as guest of Philcmon and Baucis, 
spared the goose these poor people were willing 
to serve them; b. Socrates took oaths 'by the 
goose'; c. tabu as food in Britain: Julius Caesar 
(De Bello Gall. 5, 12); 

I 0. conceit, silliness (though the original 
meaning of 'silly' = innocent) ; la ter inversion: 
Pliny (I 0 , 26) commends their love (and under
standing) of wisdom; I I. cowardice: "You 
souls of geese, That bear the shapes of men"; 
and "Let there be gall enough in thy ink, 
though thou write with a goose-pen" (Twelfth 
N. 3, 2); 12. M.A.: one of the witches' steeds; 
13. her.: a . one of many resources; b. vigilance; 
c. self-sacrifice; d. usually represented walking; 
14. special religious meanings: A. Egypt: sacred 
to Isis and Osiris-Thoth; v. also I , a; B. Chris
tian: a. with names issuing from its mouth : the 
H. Spirit, the way of life and generation; b. 
sacrificial food at Christmas (related to the sun) 
and St. Martin (v. 16, c); 

15. special literary meanings: A. Shake
speare: a. occurs in the cluster disease, bitter
ness, seasoning, restraint; b . related to pen, 
writing; c. related to the 'Winchester goose' 
(syphilitic swelling), blindness, plague, infec
tion; d. related to gall , bitterness, and courage 
(v. 11); e. sauciness; f. confinement, pillory, 
hanging; perhaps a pun on 'pen'; B. V. Woolf: 
wild geese: ecstasy ; 16. correspondences: a. 
Zodiac: related to rain-bringing Aquarius (ac
cording to Petronius); b. the Ages of Man 
(q.v.): a woman of 60; c. patron: St. Martin 
(November 11 ), the day o n which the wi!j 
geese migrate; 17 . Barnacle Geese: a. their 
honking cry associates them with the Wild 
Hunt, the sound o f unhallowed souls of the 
dead; tllcy predict t rouble and storm; b. im
mortality: related to the dispute of the M.IL, 
abou t whether they were fish or flesh, and so 
could be eaten o n fast-days; v. also Bar J ·Jc 
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gooseberry 

Goose separate; 18. folklore: a. flight: wild 
geese flying out to sea predict fair weather; 
when flying South in August they predict that a 
hard winter follows; they are also believed to 
predict events; b. meat: as red meat it is aphro
disiac; c. Green Geese: "The Spring is near, 
when .green geese are abreeding": LLL I , I ; 
young geese of the previous autumn are meant, 
which were fit fo r sale about Whitsuntide: 
'Green Goose Fair', held on Whitmonday, wa s a 
festive occasion; d. brownies (v. Dwarfs) have 
goose-feet; e. proverb : for goose = pen, v. Ca lf; 
f. a roya l .steed in a nursery-rhyme: "Gray 
goose and ga nder, Waft your wings together 
And ca rry the good king's daughter Over the 
one-strand river". 
gooseberry 

I . name of some varieties: May Duke, Keep
sake, Indus try, Careless, Leveller; 2. emble m of 
the sun, Wisdom ; 3. anticipation; 4. regret; 5. 
proverbial (Eliz.) "not worth a gooseberry": 
e.g. 2H4 I , 2; cf. "not worth a strawberry" in 
Troil. 5, 4 ; 6. D. Thomas: "gooseberry wood": 
place of bucolic amours. 
gopher-wood 

I . Hebrew gaphe r is related to Gr. cypress; 
2. Noah made his ark o f gopher-wood. 
Gorgon 

I. Homer mentions a single Gorgon on 
Jove's aegis (II.), and Gorgon as a monster of 
the Underworld (Od.); 2. Hesiod made the (first 
d ivine) split-up into three, of which only Medu
sa was mortal ; their home is in the extreme 
West ;· Med usa the n is night-darkness put to 
flight by the Sun(hero ); 3. form: a fusion o f 
opposites: a. winged (bird) female figures with 
snaky hair ; b. round face and flat nose; c. the 
beauty and horror (of night); later classical art 
represented Medusa as a beautiful woman: 
either with a cold , or agonizing expression; d. 
moving herself, she rendered persons immobile 
(cf. swastika); e. a lolling tongue hangs out be
side the immobile pro truding tusks; 4. later 
taken to refer to a mask: her virtue was in her 
head (wh ich also gave birth to her two sons); 5. 
it was an extremely powerful magic against the 
evil eye, thieves, liars, etc.; 6. symbol of the 
infinite (and apparently opposite) forms in 
which creation can manifest itself; 7 . psych. : a. 
the staring and pursuing faces of nightmares; b. 
conditions beyond endurance of the conscious 
mind, killing him who contemplates them. 
gorse 

I. as a wasteland plant, it represents rough
ness to Vergil (Eel. 7, 42): 'horridior rusco' ; 2. 
v. Furze. 
goshawk 

l. the 'goose-hawk' is one of the largest 
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short-winged hawks used in falconry; the k 
male is considerably larger than the male; 11 
feeds on small mammals, and birds of all kind\, 
v. Falcon ; 2. in ballads he is the male, especially 
of the 'turtledove' as female: "And ye maun 
learn my gay goss-hawk (fixed epithet) Righi 
weel to breast a steed ; And I sail learn you1 
turtle dow As weel to write and read": 'Fall \\' 
Food rage'. 
gosling 

I. young. foo l: "I'll never Be such a goslinf• 
to obey instinct, but sta nd As if a man we rl' 
author o f himself(= had made him self, without 
family tics) And knew no other kin": Cor. 5, 3, 
2. "Who medd lcth in all things may shoe till' 
gosling" (= may waste his time): proverb ; 3. v. 
Goose. 
gossamer 

the light-foo tedness of lovers and vanit y: 
"O, so light a foot Will ne'er wear out the ever· 
lasting flint : A lover ma)( bestride the gossame r 
That idles in the wanton summer air, And yet no t 
fall; so light is vanity": Ro m. 2, 5. · 
Gotham 

I. "As wise as a man from Gotham": pro· 
verbially foo lish ; 2. the men of Gotham (Not 
tinghamshire). in order to avert the expensive 
residence of the king (John) in their town, pre
tended madness to the royal m essengers: e.g. 
they tried to drown an eel in a pond; they built 
a hedge around a cuckoo to ensure eternal sum
mer; they refused the king passage through the 
field for fear it would become a public road . 
etc.; 3. nursery-rhyme : "Three wise men of 
Gotham, They went to sea in a bowl, And if the 
bowl had been stronger, My song had been 
longer". 
gourd 

I. a common name to indicate hard-shelled 
(mainly ornamental) fruit of two different 
species, including the Pumpkin (q.v.); though 
creeping along the ground it loves heights and 
grows fast to reach the top of its support; 2. 
juicy fruitfulness of the desert ; 3. as rattles: 
rain-makers: creation and resurrection; 4 . as 
cups or bottles: feminine container of the elixir 
of life ; 5. Hebrew: resurrection: Yahweh made 
a gourd (= palmcrist?) grow miraculously over 
Jonah's head, when he was sitting, waiting for 
Nineveh to be destroyed, and I-le made it wither 
the nex t day, to show He can extend and with
draw His favours at will; 6. Christian: a. pilgrim
age (drinking-bowl), especially attribute of St. 
James of Compostela; b. pride (swelling); c. at
tribute of Christ and Raphael; 7. adaptability: 
it takes any form it is forced to; 8. J. Keats: 
related to Autumn: swelling of maturity ("Ode 
to Autumn"). 

Graces, The · 
I . origina lly they represent the (first) divi

•1on (into three) of the Great Goddess of Fertil-
11y: the "Pleasing" appearance of fertile abun
dance; therefore they are the same as the Three 
I· ates, and they are brought 'out' (in spring) by 
llcrmcs-Mercury; in undivided form they are 
Char is; 2 . in classical Greek times they were 
Agla ia ('brightness'). Euphrosyne ('joyfulness'), 
;ind Thalia ('bloom'); 3. anc iently there was a 
disagreement as to their number till Pausanias' 
days (9, 35): Sparta had two (Kleta ='the wel
rnmed, desired, called' and Phaenna = ' the bril
liant'); Hermesianax said there was only one: 
Pcitho ('persuasion') ; Pausanias believed they 
were originally represented with clothes; 4. 
they are copied in the daughters of Anius, 
,·a iled the 'Wine-growers': Elais (olive), Spermo 
(seed , corn), Oeno (wine), the women especial
ly gifted by Dionysus to raise agr icultural prod
ucts (Ovid: Metam . 13, 632ff.; Apollodorus: 
Epit. 3, IO). 
grafting 

I. artificial interference with the natural 
order; 2. co it io n. 
Grail, The · 

I. Joseph of Arirn athea caught the Blood 
!lowing from Christ's s ide in the cup, or dish of 
the Last Supper, which was made from a dia
mond in Lucife r's forehead, or of Emerald 
(q.v.); 2. the various legends have in common 
the object of the Quest: the restoration to 
hea lth and vigour of a King suffering from 
wounds, o ld age, etc., and with whose infirmity 
the vegetation of his country was linked (v. 
Sun-King, under King); another point is, tha t 
the Questor has to put the right question 
(about the king, the Grail, etc.); 3. the relat ions 
of the object used in the Quest are related to 
the Tarot-suit: a. Cup (chalice, gob let): Hearts, 
female; b . Lance (wand, sceptre): Clubs, male; 
3. Disc (circle, pentacle): Diamonds, female ; 
d. Sword: Spades, male; 4. the legend is related 
to all kinds of mourning-rites (= vegetation
rites: a ncestor-worship) and ecstatic dances 
taking place in autumn (especially early Novem
ber). the hunting and death-season; the legends 
find their origin in the ancient wailing and ec
static mystery-rites, and sacrifical meals; 5. the 
Grail is related to the cornuco pia (and the Caul
dron, q. v., of Fertility and Inspiration), since at 
a meal all (innocent) feasters were served magi
cally what they liked ; 6. the loss of the Grail 
represents the loss of the 'Source of happiness' 
= the loss of the paradisical state =the death of 
nature (= Spirit); 7. the Quest = the Treasure 
Hunt fo r the Mystic Centre as the source of 

grass 

illum ina tion; the Ro und Table with the Grail in 
the Centre; 8. one of the ways of Spiritual 
Ascent. 
granite 

I. hardness (of heart); 2. death; 3. power, 
worship: v. Stone. 
grape 

I. shares in Wine-symbolism: intoxication, 
fest ivity, hospitality; v. also Vine; 2. fruitful
ness: with pomegranates and figs they were the 
first fruits carried by the spies returning from 
Canaan (Num. 13, 23 and 20, 5); 3. pleasure, 
lust: e.g. v. Goblet; 4. sacrifice: wine = blood; 
the Eucharist; 5. youth ; the opposite of the 
fata l Apple (q.v.) of Death: resurrection; 6 . at· 
tribute of: a. Moses, Caleb, Joshua, the tribe of 
Ephraim; b. Christ : as the Lamb of God He is 
often re presented as standing between grapes 
and thorns; c. Mithra; d. Dionysus-Bacchus; 7. 
carr ied by two men in M.A. representations: 
the Promised Land: the first carrier represents 
the Jewish people, the second the Gentiles; 8. 
Hebrew proverb: " The fathers have eaten a sour 
grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge" 
(= the father"- have sinned , and the children SIJf· 
fer for it): e.g. Jer. 31, 29f., and Eze. Ch. 18; 9. 
grape-leaves: often used to hide Eve's private 
parts in public art; the opposite o f the male 
fig-leaves; I 0. the juice of grapes and mulberries 
was known to make elephants eager for battle: 
!Machab. 6, 34 ; 11. D.H. Lawrence: v. Rose. 
grass 

l. humble usefulness; the grass crown was 
the highest possible distinction conferred by 
soldiers on a great, rescuing commander; 2 . the 
common people; submission; anciently, among 
the Germans offering grass to the conqueror 
was a sign of defeat;·3. evanescence: a. of quick 
and abundant growth it is soon gone ; man y ref
erences in the Bible: e.g. Ps. 90, 5-{), and 92, 7; 
said especially o f man in Isa. 51 , 12 etc.; b. 
" which is to day and to morrow is cast into the 
oven": Matth. 6, 30 ;4. the flesh: a. "Man is sin 
and flesh is grass: R. Greene ("The Penitent 
Palmer's Ode"): b. D. Thomas: in " I dreamed 
my genesis"; 

5. love; taking life easy: a. W. Blake: couch 
for innocent love, without the false inhibitions 
or jealousies of houses and bedrooms; b. "She 
bid me take life easy,' as the. grass grows on the 
weirs": W.B. Yeats (" Down by the Salley Gar
dens"); 7. lov.:-thoughts: " And thus, my mead
ows, which have been Companions of my 
thoughts more green": A. Marvell (" The Mow
er's Song"); 8. under the grass = death; in Rome 
grass was laid on the head of the person(s) or
dered to make a contract with other nations: 
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grasshopper 

death in effigy: his contract would be ratified 
by death 'beforehand; 9. 'hear grass grow': 
Norse: Heimdal (the guardian of Heaven) had 
such acute hearing, that he could hear the grass 
grow (like the donkey); 

l 0. Hebrew proverb: grass has no chance of 
life, when it grows on the roofs: v. Ps. 129, 6; 
II. a weed: " the grass the polyanthus 
cheques": Chr. Smart ("A Song to David"); 12. 
folklore: grass will not grow: a. on the grave of a 
person executed while innocent; b. on the 
graves of criminals; c. the Berkshire White 
Horse: the place where St. George slew the 
dragon, whose blood made the ground barren; 
its age: "Before the gods that made the gods 
Had seen their sunrise pass, The White Horse 
Vale Was cut out of the grass": G.K. Chesterton 
("The Ballad of the White Horse" I , I); d. " If 
the grass grows in Janiveer, It grows the worse 
for 't all the year": proverb. 
grasshopper 

I. though in general the Locust (q.v.) repre
sents the more destructive aspect of the (weak~ 
er) Grasshopper, they are often indistinguish
able; 2. timidity, fear: "Canst thou make him 
afraid as a grasshopper?": Job 39, 20; 3. mean
ingless tittering, dotage: reference to Tithonus;· 
4. weakness: "the grasshopper shall be a burden 
and desire shall fail: because man goes to his 
long home": drags itself along in exhaustion or 
hunger, at the hour of death, or the end of the 
world (Eccl. 12, 5); perhaps related to Hesiod: 
"when they are in the trees men are feeblest'', 
because Sirius parches; 5. man: a. as the oppo
site of almighty God: "It is he that sitteth upon 
the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof are as grasshoppers": Isa. 40, 22; b. 
man fleeing before an enemy: the merchants 
and soldiers (mercenaries) of Nineveh will fly 
like grasshoppers, "which camp in the hedge in 
the cold day, but when the sun arise th they flee 
away, and their place is not known where they 
are": Nahiim 3, 17; 6 . Greek: nobility; 7. Chris
tian: conversion; 8. careless life: asking nothing, 
needing nothing: R. Lovelace ("The Grasshop
per"); 9. J Joyce: improvidence: the opposite 
of the hoarder ant; 10. folktore: talisman 
against the evil eye. 
grave 

!. the great equalizer: "We shall lie all alike 
in our grave": proverb; 2. the end of worldly 
glory: "And my large kingdom fo r a little grave, 
A little little grave, an obscure grave": R2 3, 3; 
3. the end of love: "the Grave's a fine and pri
vate place, But none I think do there embrace": 
A. Marvell ("To His Coy Mistress"); 4. the 
body: a. an Eliz. preoccupation: "What is thy 
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body but a swallowing grave": Ven. 757; b. W. 
Blake: the body as materia l existence; 5. (par I 
of) the world, in which all life is gone: Babylon, 
to the Israelites in exile, was a grave (Ezc. 3 7, 
12), just as Egypt was a 'furnace'; 6. Bible: with 
'sheol' usually referred to as 'pit'; 7. /) 
Thomas: a. (gene rally) womb; b . a "runnin1• 
grave": time; 

8. folklore : A. direction: generally easl 
west, with the feet to the east: at the Last Judi• 
ment the summons will come from the East ; II 
unbaptized children: a. must be buried: in un 
consecrated ground on the North-side of the 
church-yard (since they cannot go to heave n), 
or they may be buried under the eaves of till' 
church, so that 'heavenly' rain may wash the111 
clean of original sin ; b. it is often believed 
that unbaptized children cannot really die: they 
are doomed to wander t ill Doomsday (though 
safe from Hell); 9. v. Sepulchre, Burial, Ghoul, 
etc. 
Great Goddess 

I. origin: I. taking the example of nat ural 
reproduction (birth), pr imitive society took a 
goddess as the main element in the formation 
of the universe (Crea tion); this primeval Being 
was sometimes conceived as a Hermaphrodite, 
containing within itself main ly female charac
teristics, Moon-humidity (= the nourishing 
womb) being of greater importance than the 
momentary Sun-heat (semen); therefore ani
mals, plants, and symbols, which are at once 
female and male, are still life-symbols par excel
lence: androgyne (e.g. scarabaeus, lotus, ansate 
cross); 2. after the split-up into male and fe
male, two men began to play a part in many 
stories of divine creat ion: a. the S erpent of Wis· 
dom (Ophion, Hagia Soph ia, the later Sanctus 
Spiritus, moving over the Chaos-waters of Gene
sis), whose red (sun, Easter) egg she ate, and 
who thus fertilized her (without his becoming 
the father); the children may be born in an egg 
(Helena, Castor and Pollux); later the egg-birth 
was related to bird-<lisguises of celestial de ities 
(the many bird-transformations of Zeus); b. the 
Star-child (generally Lucifer as Evening-Star), 
who kills the Serpent , wins the love of the Go d
dess, is killed (by her), and rises from the ashes 
(as another serpent); 3. the goddess then ac
quired her first triple function, e .g. in the Osi
ris-myth: a. as mother: Nut (Goddess of the 
Sky, represented as a coffin) before actual 
burial, and Osiris' resurrection as the child 
Horus; as she was generally identified with 
Isis, she became Mother; b. sister and wife; c. 
layer-out (with return to the womb); in this 
division man has retained his minor role of fer-

1llltcr; 4 . her virginity (she is Virgin-Mother) is 
r('11ewed every month (as moon-goddess), or 
once a year (as earth-goddess); 

5. as layer-out she often imprisons the 
Sun(!;ing) in the North (= Dark ness, the direc
tion from which the sun never shines in the 
Northern hemisphere); 6. her commonest forms 
urc: a. sow-headed : sows devour corpses, just as 
~he devours her son, the sacrificed Sun (god or 
hero); b. dog-headed: dogs howl at the moon, 
11nd also devour corpses; c. mare-headed: the 
horse is connected with the moon via the 
moon-shaped hoofs; 7. as fertility-goddess she 
may be any corn-goddess, but mainly Barley-
11oddess; 8 . as a sky-goddess she usually has blue 
eyes and golden hair ; she was also in charge of 
the winds (chthonian beings, having serpents' 
tails), which function was later taken over by 
the witches; 9. in the western world (beside the 
Greek representatives mentioned) nearly all 
myth ical women represent some aspect of the 
Goddess: a. Deborah, Delilah, the Shulamite: v. 
below, also for further Biblical representatives; 
b. Nimueh, Vivien, the Lady of the Lake, 
Morgan-le-Fay; c. Niamh of the Golden Hair; d . 
Godiva, the 'Lady on the Milk-White Horse', or 
La Belle Dame Sans Merci ; e. mermaids; f. Snow
white; g. Spenser's Phaedra (Faery Queen 2, 6); 

I 0 . the goddess as sow preceded the goddess 
as mare, but she kept eating her children; at 
least they disappeared, were raised by others, 
became the New Year Child, and are raised to 
kingship by her (e.g. Leucippe eat ing her son 
Hippasus, in the names of whom we still detect 
both 'white' and 'horse'); later this function 
was often taken over by Sun-gods or heroes, 
killing the ir children in 'madness' (e.g. Zeus, 
Heracles, etc.); 11. later func tions given to her: 
a. sybil, priestess; b. a Church ; c. (protectress 
of) a City, or d istrict; 12. in the subsequent, 
more patriarchal times the Thunder-child killed 
(or castrated) the Star-child (e.g. Uranos) by 
using his mother's sickle, and then he married 
her, while the original snake became the Anti
God, or Devil; 

II. her relation to the Sun-king-hero: .I. for 
her threefold relation: v. 1, 3; Greek: kingship 
is female, sometimes identified with Athena 
(immortality); 2 . mythological remnants of 
matrilineal descent: A. Greek: a. 'The Returns' 
relates how Telemachos later married Circe, and 
the 'Telegony' relates how Telegonos, son _of 
Odysseus and Circe:, ' unwittingly' killed his 
father (who was then taken to Circe's Death
Island) and married Penelope; cf. Oedipus; b. 
Amphitryon married Alcmene after having 

Great Goddess 

killed her father 'for the sake of his wide
browed oxen' (sun); Alcmene then bore the 
typical twins (one of a divine, one of a mortal 
father); c. the women of Lemnos killing their 
husbands he ld an annual 9-day purifying fire
fest ival (Apollodorus l , 9, 1 7); d. a curious ex
ample of a grandson's (predicted) killing of h is 
maternal grandfather: Perseus, who 'accidental
ly' threw a quoit at h is grandfather' s feet, of 
which the latter 'died instantly' (Apollodorus 2, 
4, 4 ); v. Sacred Heel; e. even realistic Herodotus 
gives a perfect exam ple of a man (Gupes) at
taining kingship through the queen by killing 
the king (Candaules); f. Darius married the 
woman his father, Xerxes, had also desired; for 
her favours she wanted a multi-coloured robe 
which Xerxes' own wife had given him (cf. 
Joseph in the Bible); B. Semitic: the 'bina '
marriage, in which the girls live in their fathers' 
houses and are only periodically visited by their 
husbands: e.g. Samson-Tir11nah ; C. Norse : in 
Njal's Saga we read of two women killing one 
man af ter another at Midsummer: Bergthora 
and fascina ting Hallgerd; 3. she was the proto
type of the "Wailing Women" (v. Wailing); she 
became a goddess like Innini-lshtar-Aphrodite
Mary, who were Mother (and/or) lovers of the 
fertility-gods, doomed to d ie yearly; in popular 
(m isunderstood) myth they often mourned 
about minor incidents of minor gods or heroes 
(like Thetis, when Achilles could not get his 
beloved slave); they are 'deserted women' lov
ing the ir sons, and are deserted by husbands 
'sailing away', e.g. Phaedra - Hippo lytus and 
others in Ovid's "Heroides"; 4. she also became 
the more complex, intimate, driving force in 
the hero himself, which made him overcome 
his lack of self-confidence (Athene and Aphro
dite adhorting Odysseus and Aeneas), or undue 
excitement of a momentary and superficial
conscious state of mind; she also acted as a 
Muse; 5. her rites are orgiastic, including mutila
t ion (tearing to pieces of the heroes, e.g. Or
pheus and Actaeon, or castration, e.g. Attis) 
and prostitut ion: both forms of horr:oeopathic 
fer t ility-magic; for her effeminate servants v. 
Juvenal (Sat. 2, 82ff.); 

III. division into three (degeneration of Mul
t iplicity) : 
A. the Creation-<lea th goddesses: a. Eurynome 
('wide wandering'): heaven and earth: in the 
Pelasgian creation-myth she was ra ped by the 
Serpent Ophion, while she was dancing orgiasti
cally on the Chaos-waves; b. Eurybia ('wide 
strength'): sea : = Thetis = Ceto = Nereis = Elec
tra (also Thunder-goddess); c. Eurydice ('wide 
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Great Goddess 

form universe moon 

a. maiden, sister/ upper air new 
wife, Selene 

b. nymph, nubile, earth full 
Aphrodite 

c. crone, Hecate underworld old 

justice'): the serpent-grasping ruler of the Un
derworld; B. Muses: the Goddess in her orgias
tic aspect; even Artemis was called: 'frantic, 
mantic, corybantic'; also Persephone, generally 
represented as gentle and subdued, is called 
'awful' (epaine) in Hesiod (Theog. 728); C. the 
Charites: goddesses of (Underground) fertility, 
brought out by Hermes (v. Graces); D. Erinyes 
(Fates): they are represented as having: a. dogs' 
heads; b . bats' wings; c. serpent-hair ; E. Sappho 
calls Hecate: " Aphrodite's golden-shining hand
maid"; 

JV. the Bible: I. the Sh unam ite (or Shula
mite; the modern name of the city is Sulam), 
named Abishag, functioned as a matriarchal im
personation of the Goddess: she 'ministered' to 
David t ill his death (it is specifically mentioned 
that he did not ' know' her); Solomon was 
'crowned by his mother, in the day of his es
pousals' (another case of a woman crowning a 
man: Wisdom in Prov. 4, 9); this 'mother' must 
be the Shulamite, who sat at Solomon's. r ight 
hand; otherwise Solomon 's anger, when his 
brother Adonijah wanter her, is inexplicable: 
she would make Adonijah king (!Kings 2, 
13ff.), and he therefore asks Solomon's mother 
Bathsheba to he lp him; moreover (verse 22) 
"And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunam
mite for Ado nijah? ask for him the kingdom 
also"; 2. influential Q ueen-mothers: !Kings 2, 
19 (Bathsheba), I Kings 1 S, 13 (the Shulamite); 
Jer. 13, 18 (Jojakim's mother), Dan. S, 10 
(Belshazzar's mother); 3. Sara: v. Asmodeus; 4 . 
Judith (q.v.), with her "private chamber in the 
upperpart of the house" (8, 5), mourned her 
previous husbands; 5. the lily-white Susanna, 
spied on by thC'lusty elders; 

V. correspondences: A. animals with the fol
lowing characteristics: a. colo ur : white, 
red(dish), black: pigs, ca ts, asses, cranes; b. pro
lific, yet eating the ir young: pigs, cats; c. eyes 
shining, or seeing, in the dark: cats, wolves, 
owls, bats; d. feed ing on mice (= 'pestilence' : 
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goddess of colour season 

birth and growth while spring 

love and war red summer/ 
harvest 

death and d ivination black winter/ 
late autumn 

she is goddess of agriculture): cats, owls, 
snakes; e. feeding on corpses: wolves, dogs, hye
nas, pigs; f. unconcerned about coupling in the 
open (the goddess ha tes patriarchic marriage): 
ca ts, bees (killing the drones), hare, turtle-dove, 
dogs; g. connected with the moon: wolves, 
dogs, horses; h. having moon-shaped tusks 
(boars) or horns (cows and bulls); i. connected 
with mountains: wolves, bees;j. connected with 
the symbo l V (= S): Minerva-Wisdom: cranes, 
marks on oracular snakes, wryneck, hawthorn ; 
k. connected with the number nine: cranes 
(q.v.); B. metals (in Greece): silver, copper, 
gold, tin, and lead (not iron, which was im
po rted from abroad, or from sacred meteorite 
stones; cf. witches); C. a/ch.: one of the many 
nam es o f Prime Matter; D. psych.: many of 
those animals (like tiger, goat , cow, etc.) are 
considered symbols of (repressed) sex feelings; 
v. also Mother, Terrible - . 
Greek 

1. devoted to reason, intellectual keenne ss; 
2 . hedonism, modera tio n in living well physical
ly ; 3. sharp trader; 4 . to the Israelites: pagan
ism, ido la try (especially of fertility-gods); S. to 
the Romans: highest culture; 6. to the English: 
a. a cunning, or wily fellow, a sharper, especial
ly one, who cheats at cards (ref. A YL 2, S); b . 
speaker of a n incomprehensible language ('It is 
all Greek to me'); c. wantonness: (Cressida 
about Helen:) " Then she's a merry Greek in
deed": Troil. I , 2 ; 9. proverb: 'When Greek 
meets Greek, then comes the tug of war' (mis
quotation from N. Lee: "When Greeks joined 
Greeks, then was the tug of war"). 
green 

I. earthly, tangibly growing things, vegeta
tion: a. ballad: "And the green leaves they grow 
rarely": refra in of " The Cruel Mother"; b. as 
the colour of herbs, it used to be the colour of 
medical academic gowns; 2. fertility (of Mother 
Earth), life, nature: in Egypt a colour much 
used in fert ility-health-r ites: green robes, green 

pulnt for the eye of Horus, etc.; 3. resurrection, 
1wrma11ence, immortality: a. Isis is the 'Lady of 
the Emerald'; also Osiris' colour ; b . t ime and 
t imeless: "The Everlasting Green One"; v. Green 
Knight, and Green Bed below; 4. love: a. the 
rnlour of Aphrodite, born from the green sea 
(hut v. Great Goddess for her other colour s); b. 
M.A. : often nascent love ; v. green-sickness be
low; c. related to the snake, kn ife, phallus; d. 
('haucer : ligh tness in love (the opposite of 'true 
hluc'): e.g. the Squire's Tale; cf. also the song 
" My Lady Greensleeves"; e. v. Grass for love
thoughts; f. "No white or red was ever seen So 
urn'rous as this lovely green": A. Marvell 
("Tho ughts in a Garden"); 

5. the feminine colour: a . in Rome, and in 
llcra ldry, related to the (Planet) Venus; but v. 
Astrology, below; b. "She's in a frock of 
l.incoln green, TI1e colour of maid's delight": 
Drayton ("Eglogs" 9); c. "The green is for 
maydens meete": Spenser ("Shepherd's Calen
dar" 8); d. Brunhild's ha ll was of grass-green 
marble; in battle she is dressed in green and 
11old; 6. neutrality, passivity, indecision: a. the 
opposite of active red, with which it is often 
combined , and of which it is the opposite; b. 
balance, harmony, quiet background ; c. love 
and terror, adaptability, sympathy; 7. sea: a. 
the sea is almost invariably green in Shake
speare: love is "sea-water green" (LLL I , 2); 
"this my hand will rather The multitudinous 
~eas incarnad ine Making the green one red": 
Mac. 2, 2; b. green hair is most common in 
rncrfo lk (sometimes silver or gold)"; 8 . night: 
"The orange bright, Like gol<len lamps in a 
11reen night": A. Marvell ("Bermudas"); per
haps: meditation; 9. faithfulness, memory: 
" Though yet o f Hamlet our dear brother's 
death The memory be green .. . ": Ham. I, 2; 

10. freshness, youth, innocence, virtue; 11. 
liberty, peace: vegetatio n breaks through the 
soil, throwing off the bonds of earth; v. 6; 12. 
joy, hospitality; 13. meditation, knowledge, 
wisdom, insight: a . the mind transcending the 
world: "Annihilating all that's made To a green 
thotfght in a green shade": A. Marvell 
("Thoughts in a Garden"); b. Apollo's laurel; c. 
Athene (wisdom) often had an emerald on her 
breastplate; she was given green eyes and green 
robes: perhaps because in her wooded Cretan 
background she also had a snake and olive as 
emblems, and as a protectress of fertility; v. 
Colour ; 14. expectation, hope: related to 
Spring-time ; 

IS . obedience: as a secondary colour (= Uni
ty) it combines blue (cosmic, constant love) 
with yel!ow (wisdom); 16. the fairies' colour: a. 

green 

a protective camouflage for a smaller, subdued 
race, or for outlaws, hiding in the woods; b. 
fair ies are related to the old fertility-cults; I 7. 
death, deco mposition: a. the colour of mildew; 
b. connects Black mineral with Red (blood) ani
mal life, as well as life and death; c. Rome: 
attribute of Mercury as Messenger of Death; d; 
Scotland: the men of Caithness wore green 
when they were defeated by the English in the 
Battle of the F lodden Fields, therefore: fateful; 
18. envy, jealousy, poison: a. a snake-colour; b. 
v. Green Eyes below; 19 . melancholy : "green 
and yellow melancholy": Tw. N. 2 , 4 ; 

20. ignorance, unripeness, inexperience: 
"You speak like a green girl": Ham. 1, 3; 21. 
Christian: a. in Church-vestments it held no 
clear position: used for an average day: neutral
ity; b. hope of salvation , resurrection, victory 
over death; c. the never-ending fight with evil: 
v. Knight and George; d. humility, meditation, 
purity: emblem of the Virgin Mary; e. pale
green: the colour of the water of Baptism; f. a 
prevalent colour in Christian art, as the bridge 
between colour-groups; 22. psych.: A. usually 
related to sensations; v. also 6, c; B. a person 
who likes green, tends to be: a. of a defensive 
character (in low form: evasion); b. cold, with
drawn, egocentric; c. earth-bound in a quiet 
way; d. a good neighbour; understanding; e. 
constant, courageous but not reckless; f. they 
avoid the ir own scandal, but may enjoy some
one else's (v. 18); g. they see money as a social 
position; 23. her.: ('verde' or 'verdant'; 3rd col
our) a. fr eedom, beauty, happiness, friendship , 
health, hope; b. according to others: mildness; 
c. related to the Emerald; 24. national colour: 
of Ireland, as the colour of the island itself and 
of the Shamrock , worn as a goodluck talisman; 
a 7th cent. map of St. Beatus shows red for 
Britain and green for France; 

25 . special poetic meanings: A. F. G. Lorca: 
a. rela ted to the snake, as the least accessible 
processes of the human instinct, with connota
tions of erotic frustra l ions; related to the 
moon, the sea, the carnal, dead children, blood, 
boughs without b irds, frozen fruit: sterility, 
frustration, death, bitter (imrr.ature) fruit, 
which the poet yet chooses, because the ripe 
fruit is inaccessible: homosexuality accepted 
because of impotence towards women; b. the 
opposite of the rose= feminine love: impotence 
or repugna nce towards it ; c. related to homo
sexual blue, aga in with connotations of frustra
t ion; d. (probably) related to poetry: Pablo 
Neruda's magazine (in which also Lorca pub
lished) was called "Caballo Verde por la 
Poesfa" ; B. D. Thomas: a. general life, vital 
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gremlin 

force; b. "green myth": vital, adult (the same in 
the green rock of light); c. "green day and 
night": a 'green thought' (v. 13) or sea-green: 
Thomas's 'green' changes strongly with the con
text; d. "green child" = immature; e. "green 
grave" ("Into her lying down head"): sea and 
womb (usual combination in Thomas); 

26. correspondences: A. astrol.: a. ancient
ly: rela ted to Mercury; b. moderns: Saturn: 
slow planet, endurance, eternally eating and re
producing his children; B. precious stones: 
emerald, jade, jasper; C. badge: German concen
tration camps: German criminals (Berufsver
brecher), the 'prominents': though murderers 
and incorrigibles, they still belonged to the 
Herrenvolk; 27. combinations: A. green bed: a. 
love out in the open; b. eternal, everlasting; B. 
Green Castle: R. Graves: the Seventh Heaven, 
where Adam rediscovers Eve; C. green eyes: (v. 
also Eye) a. dwarfs and fairies; b. were treas
ured in Eliz. times for their rareness: "an eagle, 
madam, Hath not so green, so quick, so fair an 
eye": Rom. 3, 5; however, v. Blue; c. the 
green-eyed monster: jea lousy: 0th. 3, 3; Mer. 
V. 3, 2; D. green bonnet: worn by a bankrupt 
person (Europe); E. green-sickness: a. a form of 
anaemia peculiar to love-sick damsels; b. said of 
any girl: "Out you, green-sickness carrion! You 
tallow face!" (Juliet's father talking to her): 
Rom. 3, 5; c. Sappho: "I am green and pale as 
grass" (cf. Macb. l , 7); F. green stockings: 
M.A.: worn by an elder, unmarried sister, at the 
wedding of a younger sister ; 

28. folklore: a. a fairy.colour: therefore mis
chief; b. related to Robin Hood: boldness, chiv
alry, outlawry; c. for a ban on green: v. Wed
ding-dress; d. nursery-rhyme: an unfavourable 
colour: "Hector Protector was dressed all in 
green; Hector Protector was sent to the Queen; 
The Queen did not like him, No more did the 
King". 
_gremlin 

folklore: the latest of mischievous fairies: 
they caused disasters to pilots in WWII (though 
discovered in WWI); their evil influence is un
done by carrying an empty beer-bottle, into 
which they will always creep, artd thus are kept 
from doing harm. 
grey 

I. neutralization, asceuc1sm, renunciation; 
2. (earth) vegetation, resurrection (e.g. Christ); 
3. (hair) old age, retrospection, wisdom, rela
tivism, tenderness; 4. (ashes) penitence, mourn
ing, tribulation; 5. (mist) vagueness, impreci
sion; 6. clouds, concealment; 7. union of op
posites: black and white; 8. Elizabethan (often 
used for 'blue', q.v.): a. "as the sun In the grey 
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vault of heaven ... " 2H4 2, 3; b. Venus' eyes arc 
described as "Mine eyes are grey and bright and 
quick in turning" (Ven. 139), where 'grey' 
means 'blue': the favourite colours in women, 
to go with golden hair; 9. Christian: a. Lenten 
co lour ; b. mourning, humility; 10. character: a 
person who likes grey: a. depression, inertia, 
indifference; one who is unconcerned in finan 
cial matters; b. egoism, or egotism; c. a reform 
er (monastic colour); d. conservatism; e. a 
woman who subdues her instincts. 
greyhound 

1. speed, hunting: a . Egypt: sent out by 
themselves to capture such animals as anti 
lopes; b. the Sacred King, when followed by the 
Moon-Fertility goddess as Huntress, found her 
changed into a greyhound in the Holy Chase (v. 
Great Goddess and Goat); perhaps related to 
this: the curious story of the good king Pellinor 
keeping the greyhound of the milkmaid he had 
made love to in the fields (Malory 3, 3) ; 2 . 
elegance, grace: one of the animals 'comely in 
going': Ps. 30, 29-31; perhaps a horse is meant; 
3. the Saviour: in Dante (Inf. 2) the Saviour, 
who will kill the She-Wolf Avarice, and thus 
deliver Italy; 4. the assistants of Nimrod-Death : 
Lust, Sickness, Envy, Care: Drummond ("The 
World a Hunting is"); 5. fawning (sharing 
Shakespeare's dislike of dogs): "Why, what a 
candy deal of courtesy This fawning greyhound 
then did proffer me": IH4 I, 3; 6. her.: cour
age, loyalty, vigilance; 7. v. Dog. 
grief 

I. often connected with plague, pestilence, 
etc.: "A plague of sighing and grief! It blows a 
man up like a bladder": IH4 2, 4; 2. D. 
Thomas: a. = the thief of time; b. wife, troubles 
of life, and thieving time; 3. the name Odysseus 
is related to 'odyssomai' (I grieve); also Aeneas 
is related with 'ainos' (awful) because Aphro
dite felt 'awful' in that she had lain with a mor
tal man (Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite). 
griffin 

I. general: A. name: Gr. 'gryps', perhaps re
lated to 'grypos' = hooked, curved (beak); per
haps a Cimmerian symbol; B. forms: a. original
ly a half-bull (instead of lion) and related to the 
Cherubs, as guardian of Eden (Gen. 3, 24) ; b. 
(or) of Indian origin, first seen in their tapestry 
(and India is the land of all possibilities); from 
there it must have spread to Western Asia , 
where it was a co mmon symbol on seals, etc . 
about 1500 B.C.; it was known in Greece in the 
14th cent. B.C., and was described by the poet 
Aristeas (9th cent. B.C.); the Asiatic griffin had 
a crested head, the Greek a mane of spiral curls; 
c. later general representation: the front of an 

rugle (or vulture), the rear a lion (with serpen
tine tail) ; sometimes it has horse's ears (fitting 
the mane), and a large knob on top; d. colours: 
11 , Ctesias (4th cent.): blue neck-feathers and 
t1cry eyes; b. red on the breast, and white wings 
(Aclianus); c. Pausanias (6, 2) believes they 
huve spots like leopards; 2. beneficent: a 
hlcnding of two solar animals; if the griffin is 
rnmposed of a vulture + lion, it may symbolize 
the Sun-king of Air and Earth; 3. Egyptian 
hlcr.: guardian of a treasure; 4. eternal vigilance 
und wardenship: a. guardians of gold mines in 
the North, constantly fighting off the one~yed . 
Arimaspi (Pliny 7, 2); b. guard of the road of 
Salvation, e.g. when represented as standing be
side the Tree of Life; 

5. victory (strength and swiftness): a. 
Athene's helmet had griffins on the side; b . at
tribute of Apollo and Nemesis; c. can only be 
conquered by the lion and the elephant (Cte
slas); d. steed of the Titan Okeanos (Aeschy
los); 6. Christ ian: a. Christ's sovereignty and 
dual nature: the divine (heavenly) eagle and the 
human (earthly) lion; b. Dante: in the Garden 
of Eden Dante sees the Triumphant Chariot of 
the Church, which has two wheels (Contempla
t ive and Active Life, Dominicans and Francis
cans, etc.) drawn by a griffin (the two natures 
of Christ): his bird-members are gold (heaven
ly), the others white (innocence) and vermilion 
(sacrifice) ; or the latter colours may refer to 
SoS 10, 11; c. the Church: two powers; d. the 
Pope: priest and king; e. Satan, the oppressor of 
Christians, the thief of souls; f. the steed of Air, 
who throws down hail, snow, and rain; 7. Ver
Kil: the opposite of 'horse' : griffins mating with 
mares is given as equally improbable as deer 
drinking with hounds (Eel. 8, 27); 8. her.: a. 
most often found in coastal areas of Northern 
Germany, perhaps a Polish influence; b. exten
sive power and knowledge: the intelligence, 
prudence, and insight of the eagle, combined 
with the strength of the lion; c. as supporter: 
exceedingly alert and having acute hearing 
(horse's ears); 9. Zodiac: anciently replaced 
Scorpio, and was then considered an evil influ
ence; 

10.psych.: the relation between p sychic ener
gy and cosmic force; 11. combinations: A. with 
a ball under its claws: a. enlightenment, pro
tecting Wisdom; b. supporter of a water-god
dess; B. two griffins: Enlightenment and Wis
dom. 
grinding 

1. the lowest job, with sexual undertones: 
"Then let my wife grind unto another, and let 

guinea hen 

others bow down upon her": Job 3 1, 10 ; cf. 
Deut. 28, 30; 2Sam 12, 11, etc.; 2. D. Thomas: 
the "grinding sea": of life; cf. the worldwide 
idea o f the 'churning' of the sea, e .g. at Creation. 
3. v. Mill. 
groom 

death: "Think then, my soul, tha t dea th is 
but a Groom, Which brings a Taper to the out
ward room": J. Donne ("The Second Anniver
sary of the Progress of the Soul") ; cf. T.S. 
Eliot 's "Footman". 
ground-hog 

Ground-hog Day: February 2, = Candlemas 
(q.v.); v. Hedge-hog. 
grouse 

1. connected with Scotland; 2. wearing its 
feather in one's hat is a threat, or a challenge to 
a duel (especially in Germany and T yrol); 3. 
her.: a. great hunting fo refathers; b. a fore
father had fought a gallant duel. 
grove 

1. associated with all kinds of religious, 
primit ive worship of a vegetative nature, e.g. 
the Druids and the cutting of the Golden Bough 
(v. MistletQ_e), human fertility-sacrifices (v. 
King, Sacred), etc.; 2. associated with brownies, 
elves, nymphs, etc. 
growth 

I. most sun-heroes and gods grow very fast 
in size and strength: ,the quick ris<} df t he sun 
above the horizon; e.g. Zeus, ·Hermes , Phoebus, 
Heracles, Cuchulain, etc.; 2. moon, wind-storm, 
and fert ility deities: a celestial sign. 
gudgeon 

1. a small fish used as a bait (Shakespeare); 
2. a credulous fool: Mer. V. l, 1. 
guelder-rose 

l. other names: Whitten, Water-elder; 2. in 
the Celtic tree-alphabet the 12 th month (Octo
ber 28 - Noyember 24); 3. often substituted by 
the Reed (q.v.). 
guillotine 

D. Thomas ("Today this insect"): a. cutting 
sense into 'trust and tail'; b. phallic instrument, 
mating the snake and the insect, f rom which 
the crocodile emerges in the womb of Eden . 
guinea 

1. R. Burns·: " the guinea's stamp" = rank, 
station in life: "The rank is but the guinea's 
stamp, The man's the gowd for a' that" (" A 
Man's a Man for a' that"); 2. for the coin: v. 
Elephant. 
guinea hen 

l. Gr. 'meleagris': sacred to Artemis; ref. 
Apollodorus (1, 8, 3); 2. Meleager's sisters, in 
despair over their brother's death (v. Boar and 
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guinea-pig 

Wood) were changed into guinea hens: Ovid 
(Metam. 8, 540ff.); 3. derogatory for any wo
man: e.g. 0th. 1, 3. 
guitar 

1. fe male body + male neck; androgyne; 2. 
sound: accompaniment of love-songs; 3. folk
lore: a. a form assumed by witches; b. is played 
while a pact is made with the devil. 
gull 

1. sacred to Aphrodite and Leucothea (= 
'White Goddess' of the Moon): in that form she 
saved Odysseus from drowning by giving him a 
veil to tie round his middle; on4 of the names 
of Athena , as goddess of sea-fariM: Lycophron 
(359), Pausanias (1 , 5, 3); 2. emblem of the sea 
(q.v.), travel, adventure ; 3. plaintive cry; 4 . vo

Juptuo usness; 5. gullibility ; 6. W.B. Yeats: a 
grey sea-gull is the symbol of the prisoner's own 
past in "On a Political Prisoner": freedom in 
wild space; 7. J. Joyce: in a drunken dream 
HCE ("Finnegan's Wake") sees himself as King 
Mark, cuckolded by Tristan, who sails away 
with Isolde, the ship being circled by Four 
Gulls as Scribes (v. Ass) = the Winds, the Annal
ists of Ireland , the Evangelists, etc. ; 8. D. 
Thomas: the music of poetry (" In country 
sleep") ; 

9. folklore: A. they are the souls of 
drowned fishermen and sailors; B. il"is unlucky: 
a. (often) to kill them; b . if a gull flies against 
the window of a house; C. proverb: " the gull 
comes against the rain"; I 0. v. A /batross. 
gum 

I . related to tears: "of one whose subdued 
eyes ... Drop tears as fast as the Arabian trees 
Their medicinable gum": 0th. 5, 2; cf. the 
' rheum' of "The gum down-roping from theiJ 

'. 
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pale-dead eyes" (HS 4 , 2) , referring to ex 
hausted horses, and the eyes purging " thick 
amber and plum-tree gum" (Ham 2, 2) of ohl 
men; 2. semen ; 3. "Our poesy is as a gum wh ich 
oozes From whence ' tis nourished" : Tim. I , I , 
4 . a/ch.: the substance of transmutation, be 
cause, once sp iritualized, it has the power 10 
give spiritual adhesion. 
gun 

I. violence; 2. surety : " As sure as a gun" 
proverb; 3. nursery-rhyme: "There was a little 
one-eyed gunner, Who killed all the birds tha1 
died last summer". 
gymnastics 

invented by Hermes. 
gypsum 

I . Gr. 'gypsos' ='cha lk'; 2. initiation: in ini 
tiation rites it was used to purify, or deperson 
alize; 3. disguise: used by the Titans to preven1 
them from being recognized whe n they muti 
lated Zagreus-Dionysus; there may be a confu
sion here: 'Titanoi' (= 'whitechalk men', the 
Kouretes, who, in the sto ry , guard Zagreus) in
stead of 'Tita nes'; 4. resurrection: when the 
Titans had nearly devoured Zagreus, Athene 
intervened , rescued his heart, put it into a 
gypsum figure, and breathed new life into him ; 
5. slavery : (Rome) slaves were exposed on plat
forms for sale, with their feet smeared with 
gypsum ; ref. Tibullus (2, 3, 60), etc. 
gyre 

W.B. Yeats : a. (following others, e.g. Vico:) 
civilizations move in spirals ('gyres') of abou t 
2000 years, usually inaugurated by the inter
course of a Bird-god and a woman (Helen of 
Troy, Mary, etc.); b. v. also the ages of man in 
Elements and the Moon. 

H 
I . Hebr. he (window) or cheth (fence, enclo

•nrc); Egyptian hier.: meander (or, sieve); Cel-
11c: white thorn; A.S.: ' hail'; 2. symbolizes: a. 
I win Pillars: all binary (complementary) func-
11ons; justice/mercy, etc.; b. the Gate to Heav
\'11, the Ladder ; c. the Celestial Twins (q.v.); 3. 
m rrespondences: a. season: May 13 - June 10 
(v. Calendar) ; b . astrol.: Cancer (or, Libra), 
Mercury; c. body: stomach and tumours; d . 
larot: Justice (or, Archpriest). 
haberdasher 

(proverbially) possesses small wit: e.g. HS 5, 
I. 
hackney 

I . a drudge; 2. a prostitute (for both: v. 
llobby-horse). 
haddock 

I . the black spots on the pectorals are the 
prints of St. Peter's finger and thumb, when he 
look the money for the tribute out of its 
mouth (on Christ's order): Ma tth. 17 . 27 : 2. 
" to bring haddock to paddock" = to lose ev
ery thing (proverb). 
hag 

I . a form of witch as an o ld crone: a. "Blue 
meagre hag": Milton ("Comus" 4 34); b. " How 
now, you secret, black, and midnight hags": the 
witches in Mac. 4, 1; 2. in the night they could 
ride people, especially young men , causing dis
comfort, and 'nightmares' ; they often even pre
vent young men from marrying, thus precluding 
fertility (archetype of Terrible Mother); 3. they 
also ride horses (v. Flintstone with a hole in it as 
talisman); 4. (Wales) the last sheaf of corn to be 
cut, is the Hag, which the reaper quickly tries 
to get rid off (by passing it on to someone else · 
unnoticed); if brought home stealthily, it has to 
be carefully hung on a nail in the hall. 
Hagar 

1. the Church in bondage = Synagogue; her 
son Ishmael then represents the Jews (as the 
opposite of the Christians): Gal. 4 , 22ff.; 2. the 
mother of the Arabs: the fountain of Zamzam 
lies between the hills of Marwa and Safa in 
Arabia ; 3. any bondswoman, unjustly oppressed 
(e.g. a negress mother); Abraham (Ibrahim) 
acted against Nuzi law, when he sent her pack
ing with her son. 

hail 
I . assault of an enemy, destruction: a. the 

7th sign of Moses in Egypt: what is described, 
however, is a Palestine storm, the like of which 
does not occur in Egypt ; b. hail helped the Is
raelites defeat the Canaanites, so: terrible judg
ment; cf. hail "shall sweep away the refuge of 
lies": Isa. 28, l 7; up to Rev. (pass.); 2. quick 
succession: " As thick as ha il Came post with 
post": Mac. l , 3; 3. any bad weather: "For 
thou mayst see a sunshine and a hail In me at 
once": All's W. 5, 3; 4 . hail-stones: evanes
cence, e.g. Wiv. I , 3: " Rogues, hence, avaunt! 
vanish like hailstones, ·go!"; 5. proverb: "hail 
brings frost in the tail". · 
hair 

l. energy: A. magical power: a. in the Bible: 
v. Nazaritcs, Loose Hair, etc. below; b. when a 
girl became a Vestal Virgin in Rome, her hair was 
cut , at Tarquin's decree, to be hung on ancient 
lotus-trees (= androgyne = fertility), so that she 
co uld no t perform magic spells; the same later 
applied to girls entering a nunnery ; c. witches 
had all their hairs shaven off, under the pretext 
of searching for extra tits (e.g. a wart) for 'fa
miliars' to suck; it often made tnem confess at 
once; the same held for wizards, and other 
criminals: all servants of Satan; d. (probably 
especially the beard) the seat of the conjurer 's 
power (e.g. Err. 5, 1; v. below): to cut it would 
make him a 'fool'; B. spiritual power: e.g. a full 
head of hair can mean: 'elan vital', will, to suc
ceed, etc.; v. also 6; 

2. related to fire, sun-rays, and sun-heroes: 
A. growth of primitive forces in general; B. 

the hair of a solar (fertility) king was cut before 
his death : the sun losing his rays (at sundown 
or winter); the rite was often accompanied by a 
rebirth-scene (a bath , or bed, e.g. Agamemnon), 
or binding by the hair to prevent the Sacred 
Heel from touching the ground (e.g. Absolom); 
the king was often emasculated first: a . Samson 
('sun') was tied to the bedpost by the priestess 
Delilah (by 7 locks: v. Samson); Absolom was 
tied to a n oak; b . Pterelaus was betrayed by 
Comaetho ('bright hair'), priestess of the Moon; 
c. Blathnat tied Curoi to a bedpost, for Cuchul
a in to kill him and supplant him ; d . Blo
deuwedd tied Liew Liaw to a tree, for her 'lov-
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hair 

er' Gronw to kill him; e. in the 'Laxdaela Saga' 
S tigandi is betrayed by a shepherdess, who of
fers to 'search his hair for lice' (Laxd. S. 38); C. 
the Nazarites (v. also below) had to throw their 
hair into the fire (Num. 6, 18; v. also Samson 
above and separa te); this act symbolized the 
destruction by fire of Je rusalem to Ezekiel (5, 
2-4); D. remnants of the practice accompanying 
human sacrifice are abundant: a. the Kouretes 
(Curetes), young fer tility-warrior-priests, peri
odically cut their forelocks in imitation of the 
Sun; a similar ri te was forbidden for the Jews in 
later Biblical texts: the cutting of hair at the 
temples, like the Arabs did in honour of Oron
tal-Dionysus (e.g. Lev. 19, 27; Deut. 14, l;Jer . 
48, 37 and 49, 32); b. at funera l rites a forelock 
of hair was offered to the gods of Tartarus (= 
gods of fertility and resurrection) before the 
body was burned (e.g. Vergil, Aen. 4 , 700ff.); 
the same sacrifice was made before Aeneas de
scended into Hades (Aen. 6, 245); c. before the 
sacrificial animal was killed, hairs from the head 
were cut off, and thrown into the fire (Iliad and 
Odyssey, pass.); 

3. fertility: quick growth and resemblance 
to corn: " .. . when in heaven's glowing heat the 
earth is yearly shorn of her shock of yellow 
hair": Tibullus (2, l , 48); A. for men : a. Pan 
had hairy legs; b. Reuben, who supplanted his 
father by uncovering his mother (= his fa ther's 
concubine) was a hairy man; v. also 15, F; c. 
baldness was considered a 'deformity' by the 
Hebrews and Romans; B. for women: a. for hair 
~en as a net/veil of fer tili ty: v. Goat; b. young 
guls, who wanted to get married,,offered hair 
to Artemis; c. in the El-Bugat rites (Arabic) 
women wept for the fertility-god Adonis
Tammuz, and cut off their hair; those, who did 
not want to make that grea t sacrifice, had the 
alternative to offer themselves to strangers, 
either at the market-place, or in the temple 
('hierodules'), and the gold received for their 
favours was to be offered to the fertility-god
dess Aphrodite-Ishtar ; priests castrated them
selves in imitation of the god; d. a woman's hair 
plaited to make a bowstring for a hero is a com
mon motif; e.g. in Njal's saga Hallgerd refuses 
it_ to her h~sband, who is in mortal danger; 
his mother 1s present too, but her hair is not 
even asked; 4 . related to rain: Pe tronius (" Sa
tyricon") mentions the letting down of hair by 
women, in prayer to the Alm ighty Mountain 
God to produce rain ; 

5. love: the quant ity of hair is related to the 
love-potential: "O what love I note In the fair 
m ultitude of those her hairs": K. John 3, 4 ; cf. 
15, F; cf. also Moschus (1), Pliny (1 1, 94); 6. 
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level-symbolism : a. the hair of the head: sp11 1111 
al power: b. body-hairs: irrational power, 111 
cosmos, and instincts; 7. related to time: in h11 
mans its grea test enemy is Time (e.g. Err. 2, ll 
beasts keep their hair, but lack 'wit' (un1h·1 
standing), whereas Time itself is bald "111111 
therefore, to the world's end, will have halil 
followers"; 8. related to wire: a general Eh1.1 
bethan comparison; 9. external soul or sca t 111 
one's own soul : a. having once form~ a pan 111 
the body, the sympathetic connexion persi'h 
after its separation from the rest of the body 
(cf. nail-parings and clothes); this is especially 
the case with hair from the head (often the Sl'.11 
of the soul); therefore great care must be tak\'11 
of the way, in which one disposes of hair: it c<111 
be used against one in black magic (v. Fol~ 
lore); b. the typical example of the externa l 
soul residing in hair is the case of Nisus: v. 17, 
C; cf. also Pterelaus' golden hair ; 

10. God's providence: as the care one takt•, 
of one's hair symbolizes one's total cleanlincs, 
God's providence is expressed: "as the Lo

0rii 
liveth, there shall not one ha ir of his head fall 
to the ground": l Sam. 14, 45; 11. speci11/ 
mythological meanings: a. the Scamander river 
flowing near Troy in a winding course, gave ha 11 
a beautiful colo ur: Aphrodite, Athena, and 
Hera bathed in it, before they entered the beau 
ty-contest; b. one of the reasons, why a woman 
must cover up her hair in church is, that certain 
angels take a great interest in the daughters ol 
man, and in church such angels are sure to 
abound; 12. special literary meanings: A. 
Aesop: the story of the man with a young and 
an. aged wife: the former pulled out all his grey 
ha u s, and the latter his dark, leaving him com. 
p letely bald (Fables 182); B. W.B. Yeats: a. 
binding hair: a magic that will make that "all 
men's hearts must burn and beat" (" He gives 
his Beloved certain Rhymes"); cf. 15, A, IIJ; b. 
in "The Shadowy Waters" Forgael gathers Dec
tora's hair about him: " knitted mesh to mesh 
we grow immortal"; 13. letting one 's hair grow: 
in order to increase special (psychic) powers: a. 
the Nazarites sho uld not cut their hair(s), and 
should abstain from wine (Num . 16) until the 
end of their 'separation'; b. in vows (especially 
~f vengeance) people often let their hair grow, 
1111 the vow is fulfilled , in order to concentrate 
magic power; but v. next ; 

14. cutting one's hair: people normally wear
ing their hair Jong, cut it for vows, sacrifices, 
e tc., and v.v. (though cutting is normal for 
mourning, Gilgam esh let his hair grow in 
mourning for Enkidu): a. since it is a highly 
dangero us act (release of magic power ) the job 

h.ul often to be performed by priests, who were 
u11111unc (cf. blood-drinking); b. cutting off fer
lllHy ; c. asceticism; d. purifi cation: a way of 
111111f"ying oneself after a crime (cf. Pig's blood); 
h•pcrs who had been cleansed shaved the 
whole body; E. substi tute of human sacrifice: v. 
J. D: r:. mourning: a. Hebrew: plucking out of 
1111· ha ir; b. " Baldness is come upon Gaza" (Jer. 
4 /, 5) said to the Philistines, who were to be 
1h••troyed ; c. Rome: women doing so: Ovid 
t~ktam. 3, 506): 'sectos capillos'; d. when all 
111,· surviving women of Troy were forced into 
Ill\' Greek boats, the last was Hecuba, who left 
hl' r grey hair at the tomb of Hector: Ovid 
l~klam. 13, 4 25); probably with the subsidiary 
fnh:n lion of leaving some part of her (protec
tive) soul behind; cutting hair in mourning is 

111,o mentio ned by Sappho; G. to prevent mag
h a. a captive, pagan woman, desired by a 
I h'brcw, had to be shaved and her nails pared: 
I h·11t. 21, 12; b. v. I , A; H. disgrace: a. those 
11111victed in Elizabethan times were shaved: 
11'1. Meas. 4, 2 (but v. l , A, c); b. this was still 
1l1111c to women who had committed 'treason' 
hy falling in love with German soldiers in WW II ; 
I tonsure: a. Egypt: adopted by the priests of 
h is; b. Christian: a. reference to Christ's Crown 
111 Thorns; b. (in Durandus' desk-chair symbol
ls111 :) the head is the spirit, so its hair is the 
worldly and idle thoughts: therefore the top 
(~le) has to be removed, but, as a man cannot 
live entirely without any thoughts of the earth, 
1hc lowest part is allowed to remain (leaving 
lllllc scope for level-symbolism);" J. war
mongers: Caesar (who, at least, t ried to hide it), 
I he German 'Rasierschnitt ', the American crew
r ul ; 

15. form : A. loose hair: I. Hebrew: a. a wo-
111un undergoing the 'trial by water' for sus-
11ccted adultery (Num. 15) had to have her hair 
loose (or, uncovered) to preven t her from mak
ing counter-magic (by 'bundling' her magic 
11owers); b. normally a Hebrew woman's hair 
was tied in short hanging plaits, or bundled by a 
•lmple band; therefore the loose hair only 
~ulted the sinner who washed Jesus' feet (Luke 
I, 38ff); II. in the handicap race, instituted by 
ll lppodameia ('horse-tamer', one of the tit les of 
the Horse-Moon-goddess), called the Heraean 
(;rimes, the girls wore less than knee-length 
I unics, the right breast bare, and the hair loose; 
f he prize was an olive-branch (peace and fertili
ty) and a share of the Heraean cow-sacrifice; 
111. virginity: a. Phoebus, in love with the vir-
11ln Daphne, looking at her hair, said: "What if 
It were combed (arranged)?": Ovid (Metam. l, 
498) ; b. in Christian art flowing hair often de-

hair 

notes virginity (e.g. Mary) ; IV. typical of the 
Bacchantes (with an emanation of magic) in 
Ovid, Metam. 7, 257f.: "Medea, with streaming 
hair after the manner of the Bacchantes, moved 
round the blazing altars ... "; V. mourning: a. at 
funeral rites it was prescribed for women (per
haps to prevent the errant soul from nesting in 
it): Vergil (Aen. 3, 65); b. "Then shall 
neither coif come on my head, or comb come 
in my hair ... Sin' the Lowlands o' Holland has 
twined ( = parted) my love and me": the ballad 
"The Lowlands of Holland"; c. the Naiads and 
Dryads mourning over the death of Orpheus: 
Ovid (Me tam. I I , 49): "passosque habuere 
capillos"; VI. fo r rain-magic: v. 4; 

B. dishevelled hair: I. fa lling on the fore
head: a. unde rworld deities; b. involution; c. 
war ; II. spread o ut: reference to Medusa: T .S. 
Eliot ("The Waste Land"); Il l. conven tional 
sign of bereavement, driving one to distraction : 
"her hair (dishevelled) about her ears" (stage
direction in R3 2, 2); cf. Ophelia (Ham. 4 , 5), 
and Constance (K. John 3, 4); 

C. long hair: I. father Time: his forelock: v. 
I 7; II. Greece: in Homer the Greeks are con
stantly referred to as 'long-haired'; Apollo is 
the Unshorn ('akeirekoma'); III. Christian: a. a 
man: penitence; b. a. woman (v. also loose hair 
in 15, A): virginity, bride; IV. proverb: "More 
hair than wit": long hair denoting a lack of 
brains: 16th cent., e.g. Err. 2, 2; 

D. curly hair: a. o ne who follows the arts, 
e.g. learning fo reign languages: "tongues" pro
nounced the same as "tongs" (for curling); b. 
nursery-rhyme: "There was a li ttle gir l, and she 
had a little curl, Right in the middle of her 
forehead ; When she was good, she was very, 
very good , But when she was bad, she was hor
rid"; v. also Curly locks; 

E. baldness: a. v. the various fo rms of hair
cutting above; b. one of the consequences of 
(treatment with mercury of) syphilis: e.g. Err. 
2, 2; MND l , 2: "Some of your French crowns 
have no hair at all"; also Meas. I , 2; c. fools: 
"His man with scissors nicks him like a foo l": 
Err. 5, l ; the type of buffoon who always gets 
kicked about: Juvenal (6, 17 lff.); 

F. quan tity: a. v. 3, 5 , and 15, C, IV; b. 
Esau was a hairy son (and the red son, like 
Adam-Edom: Gen. 25, 25ff.) ; c. Reuben: v. 3, 
A, b; d. "shag-haired lust": G. Chapman ("The 
Tears of Peace"); e. 'wild man': Enkidu had 
wavy hair like the goddess of corn, and matted 
body-hair like the god of cattle (Epic of Gilga
mesh); 

16. colour (v. also indiv. colours): A. gol· 
den hair: I. sun-rays: all sun-symbolism, and 
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hair 

attribute of light-heroes; II. 'golden lock': im
mortality: Poseidon gave one to Pterelaus; III. 
of women: a. goddess of ripe corn: e.g. Isis and 
Demeter; Medea is usually represented as a 
black-haired witch, but gets 'golden tresses' in 
connection with the Golden Fleece and as a 
member of the race of Helios (Sun); b. goddess 
of Dawn or Dusk; c. Celtic: Niamh, daughter of 
the gods, who had summoned Oisin to the en
chanted islands, from which he returned three 
hundred years later; d. purity, virtue, wisdom: 
e.g. Mary; e. attribute of love-goddesses: e.g. 
Helen (as Selene she is Moon-goddess); IV. 
Norse: abundance, plenty: e.g. the golden locks 
of Sif, cut by Loki, and replaced by the Under
ground Dwarfs working fertility; V. the Ger
manic women were known to dye their hair 
blonder: Ovid (De Arte Am. 3, 163); 

B. white hair: the Son of Man in Rev. I, 14: 
eternity of his existence; 

C. red hair: a. demoniacal, Satanic (often 
with a red or yellow beard): Cain, Loki, per
haps orig. related to Underworld gods: Rhada-. 
manthus is traditionally represented as red
haired; b. Egypt: Set(h)-Typhon had reddish 
hair; therefore children with red hair required 
protection by special cha rms; c. Judas Iscariot 
had red hair; ref. AYL 3, 4; d. the Danes were 
often red-haired; e. Chaucer: the Miller in the 
"Canterbury Tales" had red hair; 

D. violet: generally connected with god
desses having a vernal festivity, e.g. Aphrodite, 
the Graces, Muses, Eurydice; 

E. brown-black: chthonic forces; or dark
haired Poseidon; 

F. green hair: a. mermaids are given either 
green or golden hair; b. the daughters of the 
Thames "with goodly greenish locks all loose 
untied, As each had been a bride": Spenser 
("Prothalamion"); 

G. blue: the sons of Boreas by Orithyia (acc. 
to Hyginus); v. Bluebeard; · 

I 7. a lock of hair: A. the Bible: a . the 
prophets Ezekiel (8, 3) and Habacuc (Dan. ch. 
I 4 , Apocr.) were carried through the air by the 
lock of their hair; b. for the prohibition to cut 
them: v. 2, D, a; B. the Lock of Horus: one hair 
on the bald head of Father Time; C. Nisus' pur
ple lock: on the preservation of that lock his 
throne (and so his life) depended: the typical 
example of the external soul: Ovid (Metam. 8, 
8, and De Arte Am. 1, 23lff.); D. Scylla, Nisus' 
daughter, who stole her father's lock for Minos, 
was changed into a big ominous owl ('Bubo 
ignavus'), which is called Ciris (from Gr. 'keir3' 
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= I cut), because of the lock: Ovid (M etam. II 
15lff.); E. Orestes was recognizr.d by Electi.1 
because of the similarity of the lock of huh 
which he had put on Agamemnon's grave, t11 
her own hair; F. 'Occasion' (=opportunity) 
is to be taken by the forelock: the front 111 
her head is full-haired, the back is bald: c.v 
0th. 3, 1; G. a love-fetish: a. for a bracelet 111 
the lover's hair (in this case male) as token 111 
love: v. MND I , 1; b. a lock taken from a dc;ul 
lover (male or female): "I'll make a garland n ' 
thy hair Shall bind my heart for evermair Uni II 
the day 1 dee!": the ballad "Helen of Kirk 
connell"; cf. also "The Lament of the Bord1•1 
Widow"; H. three hairs: a. solar light, the cul 
ting of which was a remnant of the sacrifice nl 
the solar king, for which reason the numlw1 
may stand for the uiple form of the male gen I 
tals: emasculation usually preceded the sacrl 
fice; b. emblem of Christ: his oneness with tlw 
universe; 

18. clothes of hair: probably the originu l 
clothes of the nomadic Hebrews, and retained 
(as a form of regression) for mourners and 
prophets (who always hankered after the pr b 
tine faith of the 'wilderness'); 

19. folklore: A. "a widow's peak": hau 
growing to a point on the forehead for a wo 
man; it means she will live to be a widow 
(sometimes accompanied by a long life) ; B. cul 
ting (v. also 14 ): a. should be done at the wax 
ing or waning moon, according to whether ii 
should grow fast again or not (Pliny); b. cut al 
night, it reduces a girl's sexuality; c. for sailors: 
there is a sUong tabu against cutting hair (or 
pare nails) on board ship: in a calm sea it may 
raise a storm (also mentioned in Petronius' 
"Satyricon"); C. combing: causes weather 
disturbance3: the typical action of the mer 
maids (q.v. and Mirror); D. magic (apart from 
the cases mentioned): a. a witch may increase 
her powers considerably by shaking her ha ir 
loose; sometimes by binding it: Judith {10, 3): 
b. (childlore:) any hair (but preferably of a 
horse) laid in the hand before a caning, will 
mitigate the pain of the recipient, and cause the 
pain to the tormenting teacher; or it will split 
his cane; c. v. also Horse for horse-hair wigs (for 
judges); E. clippings: a. must be burnt by fire; 
b. if a bird picks it up for his nest, it causes 
headaches; c. a witch may use it for a spell 
against you; d. if it burns brightly, a Jong life 
is ensured. 
hair-pin 

folklore: a. generally a strongly magical ob-

J1•1 I, being at once related to women's powerful 
lw1h , and pins; b. lose one and you will lose 
~11111 lover. 
helcyon 

v. Kingfisher. 
H1llowe'en 

I . October 3 I : the last night of the old 
I ·u l~ndar year of the Celts; 2. the strength of 
th1• f\Ods of darkness is greatest then; 3. it fits in 
wllh the r ites of ancestor-worship held world
whlc in autum n; 4. to celebrate the end of sum-
1111•r wit ches and warlocks go abroad; 5. Irish: 
1h11 night, in which firstlings were burnt; 6. the 
nll(hl when Uicks are played upon people (of-
11•11 with the alternative "trick or treat"), which 
11111gc from soaping of windows, or t ick-tacking 
tlll'm with a button on a string (in imitation of 
,, witches' rattle), to such magical feats as putt-
11111 a farmer's waggon on top of his house (se-
11~ 1ly in the night); 7. people go about in d is
Kll lse (especially as witches) in order .not to be 
11•cognized by the evil spirits abroad. 
h1lo 

l. irradiating, supernatural power: a radi
unce around a person in the darkness is a sure 
•l11n of godliness: e.g. Vergil (Aen. 2, 590); cf. 
Nimbus, Aureole, etc.; 2. intellectua l energy in 
lls mystic aspect: a light which casts no shad
ow; 3. the cage, the sphere (often made of a 
Klnssy substance): every man moving within 
his predestined mode of being; 4. a halo round 
the moon: predicts weather; e.g. v. Aratus 
(l'haen. 81 lff.). 
Hamlet 

nature-myth interpretation: Hamlet 's father 
killed by winter-darkness, in a fight for the fer
ti lity-priestess-goddess (Gertrude); young Ham
let (the spring-sun courting the spr ing or dawn
maid, whom he leaves behind a nd who dies: 
Ophelia) rises to kill darkness, and thus regains 
fertility (which accounts for his dubious feel
ings towards his mother-mistress, who might 
have made him king); the poisonous swords 
(like the poisonously flaming mouths of drag
cms) = cold, or drought , withholding the fertili
ty-rain and killing Spring; he is· replaced by an
other summer-prince; both have the . typical 
Uncle-Nephew relation of the Sun-king in a 
maUilineal inheritance. 
hammer 

I. hammer +. anvil = androgyne: fertility, 
creation: a. attribute of Hephaestos, the forger 
of Underground fertility; b. the creative {poet
ic) Word: (ls not my word) " like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces" !iaith the Lord: 
Jer. 23, 29; c. im itation of nature (in sculp
ture); d. hammer = thought; anvil (or forge) = 

hand 

brain; 2 . instrument of thunder-gods (thunder
rain related to fertility) : a. Thor's most valued 
possession (but which he Jost periodically) as: a. 
symbol of power; worn as an amulet for general 
protection; b. destruction (of fire and frost 
giants); c. fertilizer; a symbol used in marriage
ceremonies; b. harbinger of spring, releasing the 
sun amid storms; used in rain-making ceremo
nies (with the moving of Thor's chariot) to 
evoke thunder by imitation; 3. because of its 
form the 2-headed hammer (like the 2-headed 
battle-axe, cross, sword, etc.) symbolizes the 
mountain of Mars, and sacrificial inversion; 4. 
immortality: placed on graves by the Britons; 
Germ.: a symbol used at funerals, to ensure re
surrection; 

5. destiny: attribute of the Gr. allegorical 
goddess Ananke, impersonating the unalterable 
laws of nature; 6. divine vengeance: Babylon, 
which destroyed the nations, and therefore will 
be destroyed itself: Jer. 50, 29; 7. physical 
power and strategy: Machabee means 'hammer' 
(cf. Charles 'Martel'); 8. a persistent thought: 
" Blood and revenge are hammering in my 
head": Tit. Andr. 2, 3; 9. manual labour; 10. 
Christian: a . one of the emblems of the Cruci
fix ion; b. a ttribu te of St. Eloy, patron of 
smiths; I I. her.: a. violence; b. unbending will, 
c. strategy; I 2. D. Thomas: a. ("Before I 
knocked":) phallus striking and shaping the 

. armour (= flesh) of the future child; also (in 
"When like a running grave") the auctioneer's 
hammer descending on a maiden's honour; b. 
flowers are 'hammering' through the ground; 
13. v.Anvil, Smith , Blacksmith. 
hand 

I. general: I. strength, power (of God and 
Providence), e.g. in ancient Christian monu
ments; in the M.A. it was often put within a 
cruciform nimbus, and then called the 'divine 
hand'; coming from a cloud it symbolizes divine 
intervention; 2. authority of the paterfamilias, 
the emperor, or the deity; 3. protec tion: a. as 
talisman with a cross, against all kinds of evil 
influences; b. Islam: the talisman of the Hand 
of Fatima: a. representing the holy family: 
Muhammed (= thumb), the Lady Fatima (first 
finger), etc.; b. divine generosity, hospitality, 
and power; c. the five Pillars of Islam (= prin
cipal religious obligations); 4. generation: often 
symbolized in gestures: a. the 'fico' (v. Fig) for 
coition; b. th<- thumbs pressed together up
wards, and the closed fingers downwards (espe
cially when held before the lower abdomen): 
the vulva; 5. friendship, greeting: v. Gestures, 
below; 6. labour: one of the meanings of the 
Egyptian hier.: manifestation, action, donating, 
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hand 

husbandry; 7. her.: a. a pledge of faith, a bless
ing, protection, power, diligence, conc.:ord, in
nocence; b. a red hand: mark of rank; 8. a bless
ing: a. v. Phrygian blessing; b. by raising the 
right hand; 9. healing: often by touch: e.g. the 
King's disease (= scrofula) by a king's hand; v. 
Gestures, below; 10. W. Blake: world's mecha
nism; 11. branding in the hand (or cutting off) 
for stea ling (sheep). e.g. 2H6 4 , 2; 12. right and 
left: A. right: a. the virile, rational, conscious, 
and logical; b. agressive; c. when placed on the 
left shoulder: anxiety, hope and martyrdom; d. 
(Hebrew): South (speak ing to the East); e. sit at 
the right hand: power, e.g. Christ at the right 
hand of the rather, Apollo of Zeus (Ca lli
machus: H2, 29); B. left: a. the opposite of 
Right a, and b; b. weakness, decay, death; 

II. gestures: A. laying one's hands on some· 
thing: I . blessing; 2. consecration: a. to sepa
rate the Levites, and dedicate them to the ser
vice of God (Num. 8, 10); also later in the Rab
binical tradit ion to confer Rabbihood on some
one; b. to appoint a person for a special mission 
(Acts, p~.ss., e.g. 6, 6); 3. transference of guilt: 
the High-priest laying his hands on the scape
goat, or a sacrifice; 4. healing: N.T. passim (e.g. 
Mark 6. 5): 5. on one's own head : mourning 
(cf. putting earth or ashes on it): e.g. 2Sam 13, 
19 a nd Jer. 2, 27; 6. on one's mouth: originally 
the secret of the mastery of resurrection; later 
any secrecy, silence, the typical gesture of a 
person initiated into a sacred cult; 7. on one's 
eyes: clairvoyance at the moment of death ; one 
of the meanings of the Egyptian hier.: clair
voyant action; 8. in the hole of the 'door' of 
the beloved in SoS (5, 4): sexual excitation; B. 
raising one's hand: I. to swear: that the hand 
may wither at perjury; 2. voice and song; 3. 
distress, surrender, death; 4. circumcision; C. 
placing one's hand on one's breast (heart): 1. a 
sage; 2. clenched: tear ing out one's heart as an 
offering to a deity, or a beloved; 3. flat over it: 
adoration, love, salutation; D. two hands 
joined, or clasped: I. originally to show there 
were no weapons (like raising the opened right 
hand): conclusion of a peace-treaty; 2. concord, 
alliance, friendship, solidarity, love, etc.: 
(Fred .) "Here is my hand'', (Mir.) "And mine, 
with my heart in 't" (Temp. 3, l); 3. mystic 
marriage; 4. Jung: individuation; E. put at the 
side: I . loose: resignation, declining further ac
tivity; 2. on the hips: a. arrogance, challenge, 
independence; b. with the thumbs forward: 
reins, water, recognition; F. with water: 1. 
dipping: the one who dipped his hands in the 
water of the table-<lish, was to betray Christ: 
e.g. Matth. 26, 23; 2. washing: Pilate's protesta-
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lion of innocence: this was prescribed fo1 
Romans and Jews alike, in order to avoid till' 
consequences of a murder ; G. striking one\ 
hands together: a. rain-making magic: like rat 
ties, etc.; b. applause; c. unwillingness: Nun1 
24, 10; H.fill a person 's hand: appoint him to 11 

post (especially of a priest); I. cross one '.1 

hands: originally gifts made to fortune-tellers 
later any money given in order to receive a f:1 
vour, a br ibe; J. hands pointing downward1 
(Christian): descent of grace (light or virtue) 
from above to below; K. grasping straw: lot 
tery, especially drawing the straws to sec 
whether Christ or Barabas should be released , 
L. hand-to-hand dance: may symbolize thl' 
Ariadne-thread, fostering the return from tlw 
Labyrinth (q.v.) through resurrection (of vegc· 
tative life); or it may be a symbol of the chain: 
the cyclic movement of life-<leath-resurrection, 
especially in mixed company; v. Dance; M. 11 

hand put between the two hands of another 
swearing allegiance to that person; N. open 
hand with fingers widely stretched (= sun 
symbol): protective magic against the evil eye; 

III. combinations: A. general: I. Dawn's left 
hand: the fa int glimmer on the horizon an hour 
before sunrise: FitzGerald's transl. of 0 . 
Khayyam; 2. Hand of Glory: v. Folklore; B. 
colour: I. black hand: a. threat, vendetta; b. 
the mysterious Black Hand (evil or winter) re· 
sid ing in the Perilous Castle, who murdered 
many knights, until Perc ival overcame him, and 
broke his evil spell; v. Castle; 2. white hand: of 
Moses: a. a sign (Ex. 4 , 6): when Moses put his 
hand into his bosom it became ' leprous'; b. 
spring-blossom: "Where the Wh ite Hand of 
Moses on the Bough Puts out, and Jesus from 
the Ground suspires": FitzGerald's transl. of 0. 
Khayyam; 3. red hand: a. violence, murder, or 
warning of death; b. sun-symbol; C. material: I . 
golden hand : of Fortune: K. John 2, 2 ; 2. ivory 
ha nd: of Fortune: " Lord Timon's frame, Whom 
Fortune with her ivory hand wafts to her": Tim. 
1, 1; 3. gilded hand: bribery: "offence's gilded 
hand may shove by justice": Ham, 3, 3; 4. iron 
hand: "God comes with leaden feet, but strikes 
with iron hands": proverb; D. condition: 1. a 
cold and dry hand: a. miserly; b. lacking amo
rousness; yet the proverb says: "a cold hand 
and a warm heart" ; 2. moist and sweaty: lusty : 
a. (0th. to Desdemona) " this hand is moist, my 
lady... This argues fruitfulness, and liberal (= 

· too loose) heart; Hot, hot, and moist...": 0th. 
3, 4 ; b. Adonis' sweaty hand: "The precedent 
of pith and livelihood": Ven. 26; c. a servant
girl offering her favours for a present: "bring 
your hand to th' buttery bar and let it drink" : 

l w N. I, 3; 3. a withered hand: when Jcro
ho;im wanted to attack the prophet, his arm 
w.1' paralyzed; Jesus healed a 'withered hand'; 

IV. folklore: A. general: I. a 'handfast 
wedding': the couple concerned join hands and 
vow fidelity fo r a year; after that the agreement 
111~1y be cancelled, or made permanent in 
1hurch; 2. meeting a left-handed man is lucky, 
l'\Cept on Tuesday: the Scandinavian god Tiu 
( Tyr), after whom the day was named, was 
left-handed; 3. cattle should not be struck with 
the hand: take e.g. an ash-stick; B. dead hand (v. 
,1lso C): I . the dead hand of a suicide, or one 
who died on the gallows, is curat ive: especially 
tor trouble of the neck or throa t; or it may cure 
harrenness of women; usually the gallows were 
visited secretly in the night; 2. Pliny (28, I I): 
some believe that the hand of any (premature
ly) dead person is curative; C. Hand of Glory: 
wrap the hand of a hanged man in a piece of 
shroud, draw it tight to squeeze out U1e re
maining blood, and pick le the hand; th is Hand 

' of Glory can also make one invisible; the word 
may originally have been Fr. 'main de gloire', 
rel. to 'mandragora' = 'mandrake'; 0. lucky 
lfand: v. Fern; E. palmistry: a . for the Fingers: 
v. there; b. the mounts in the hand: v. the gods 
whose name they carry. 
handiwork 

Elizabethan: sexual activity (like 'fair work', 
'good workmansh ip', etc.): "We know his han
diwork": K. John I, I . 
handmaid 

I. the Virgin Mary: "behold the handmaid 
of the Lord" (Luke I, 38), with reference to 
the Ps. 86, 16, and 116, 16; 2. she, in her turn, 
has 5 handmaids: Cecily, Gertrude, Magdalen, 
Margaret , Rosalys: ref. D.G. Rossetti ("The 
Blessed Damozel"); 3. the hours of the day: 
'ancella' in Dante (Purg. 12, 8 1 ). 
Hanged Man, The · (Tarot) 

l. other names: the Hanging Man, Judas 
Iscariot; he has been identified with all the 
Hanging Gods of Fertility (v. King, Sacred -): 
Attis, Tammuz, Osiris, Dionysus, Odin, Balder, 
Christ; 2. represented: as a figure half-way be
tween the Magician and the Fool he wears a 
multi-coloured suit; he hold· his ha nds (tied?) 
behind his back, o r is hiding something from us 
(e.g. a purse or bag, which, misunderstood, led 
to the name of J

1
udas); he hangs from a T-cross 

of living wood, or a cross-bar topping two pil
lars (q.v.), or from a bar laid across two knotted 
trunks (also suggesting living vegetation); he 
almost invariably hangs by one leg only, the 
other being crossed behind it (forming a nother 
cross, or a triangle); his head has a halo round 

hanging 

it; the expression on his face is ecstatic rather 
than suffering; 3. denotes: a. detachment from 
materialism; a night to overcome evil; Perseus; 
b. the discipline of the poet, uniting the Magi
cian's spell and the l"ool's divine frenzy; the 
prophet as well as lunar Pierrot; c. the reverse 
and suspension of mind; myst ical idealism; the 
Utop ian dream-world ; d. a solar myth: solstices 
and the approach of Spring; astrol.: Aries (or 
Libra} and Uranus; e. a cross su rmounting a 
triangle of water; 4. T.S .. Eliot (''The Waste 
Land"): power derived from 'elevation' : chari
ty, knowledge, wisdom, fidelity, etc., all charac
teristics he does not find in the modern Waste 
Land. 
hanging 

I. in its original, sacrificial form, 'hanging' 
included emasculation, crucifixion, etc.; it of
ten was a 'gibbeting' after death; 2. the death of 
the Sun·king; since it is a consecrated corpse, 
any part of the body , clothing, gallows, cruci
fix. stake, etc., are highly charged with magic 
power (this persisted, when hanging became a 
punishment); the Hangman was the High Priest, 
who tluough this.function, also obtained strong 
powers; jealous of Kricmhild , Brunhild hangs 
Gunther, bound hand and foot by her girdle, on 
his wedding night; cf. the Hanged Man; 3. in 
general it was a sacrifice to a ir-gods (for which 
women were never taken); 4 . it is also a sacrifi
cial suicide of a sky-god: Odin, Cluist, etc.; of
ten with (or preceded by) a spear-wound and 
burning; Odin is the Hanged God (to obtain 
wisdom) and Spear-Brandisher; 5 . hanging god
desses and heroines may be the moons hanging 
in trees e.g. Helen's tree-cult and 'Hanging Arte
mis'; even Hera was ha nged by Zeus as a punish· 
ment; v. Pausanias (8, 23); 6. la ter the actual 
hangings were substituted in many ways (e.g. 
cutting Hair, q.v.); clo thing, rags, dolls, were 
hung in trees as 'votive offerings'; 7 . still later it 
was regarded as a luckless death, a form of ig
nominious punishment; as such the Anglo
Saxons took it over from their ancestral Ger
manic t ribes; 8. in Eliz. times it was the punish
ment for common criminals; beheading fitted 
the gentleman; 9. it is the typical way of killing 
dogs (sometimes cats): a. in proverbs: "There 
a.re more ways to kill a dog tha n hanging", 
"Give a dog a bad name a nd hang him", etc.; b. 
in ballads: e.g. "The Queen Marie"; c. in nurs
ery-rhymes: e.g. about the old dog Barnaby 
Bright, which is "condemned by the parson to 
be hanged by the clerk"; d. up to the 18th cent. 
there are records of official trials about dogs, 
which had harmed a person and were then sen
tenced to death by hanging; I 0. psych. : 'sus-
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hare 

pension' is the sym bot of unfulfilled longing or 
tense expectation; v. Hanged Man, The -; 
hare 

I. sacred to the Great Goddess: life. fertility, 
resurrection: I. general: a. it has triangular 
teeth; b. Egyptian hier.: elemental existence, 
the concept of being; c. from of old the hare 
has been connected with the moon: on clear 
moonlit nights they ga ther together and indulge 
in weird play, silent and bizarre, dancing in cir
cles on their hindlegs, etc.; 2. Egypt: attr ibute 
of Osiris, god of resurrection through Isis; 3. in 
the 13ible it is 'unclean'; 4. associated with lunar 
Hecate, and sacred to Eros (a 'younger' god) in 
Greece; 5. the Norse love-goddess Goda, riding 
naked on a goat (q.v.), was accompanied by a 
hare; 6. related to Easter, the Spring-equinox 
festival of Eostrc (Ostara), a fertility-goddess to 
whom a goat was sacrificed; the hare was her 
ritual animal and a n egg her fert ility-symbol; v. 
also Godiva; 7. Greek emblem for Autumn, sea
son of harvesting, and in the M.A. an emblem 
of Spring (with the lily); together: resurrection ; 
8. sacred to gods of Underworld-fertility; 9. 
from of old the hare has been a symbol of las
civiousness and fecundity, procreation, 'moral' 
or ' immoral', since they mate openly; e.g. Ovid 
(De Arte Am. 3, 661); 10. a woman of loose 
morals: e.g. the quibbles in Rom. 2, 3; 1 1. a 
very common transformation of witches: the 
opposite of t11e solar cock; v. Folklore, below; 

II. vigilance: 1. it s leeps with its eyes open; 
2. as an Egyptian hie r., o ne of its meanings is 
'hearing', 'open eyes'; 3. swift flight; in Gothic 
art: tleetness; 

111. a royal animal: connected with Boadi
cea; perhaps intluenced by I, 5 and 6, and v. 
below; 

IV. resourcefttlness: 1. Aesop: it has the wis
dom of the underdog, e.g. demanding an equal 
share for all animals (Fables 3 7); 2. often a 
trickster, e.g. in the Uncle Remus stories; 

V. timidity, cowardice: I. Aesop: fear; of
ten connected with, and opposed to, the lion; 2. 
an early punishment for breaking the tabu on 
hare-eating was loss of courage; Boadicea may 
have sent the hare hoping the Romans would 
eat it and become cowards; for another hare on 
a battlefield: v. Herodotus (4, 134); 3. in a 
medieval icon a hare puts Cowardice to flight; 

VI. destroyer, but vegetarian; 
V II. curiosity, love of learning, exploring; 

but (perhaps through symbolic inversion) also a 
symbol of shortness of memory and ignorance; 

VIII. madness: I . proverbial: "Mad as a 
March-hare": a. because of its freakish gambols 
and rutting: v. also I , I , c; b. it is wilder in 
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March as it lacks cover; 2. yout11ful madness 
caugh t in a net in winter: Mer. V. I, 2; 

IX. melancholy: I. because of its solitan 
ness; 2. in Elizabethan times it was considered 
the most melancholy of all a nimals (sometim e>. 
with a pun on ' hair '), e.g. I H4 1, 2; cf. "like 
your melancholic hare, Feed after midnight": J . 
Webster (Wh ite Devil 3, 3); 

X. her.: a. one who enjoys a peaceful, re 
t ired life ; b. hunting sk ill; speed; c. continual 
vigilance; d. fertil ity; 

X I. special religious meanings; A, Hebrew: 
a. contemplation; b. intuition; B. Christian: a 
Easter; b. a white hare at the foot of the Virgin : 
she has conquered the temptat ions of the Flesh; 
c. the Church persecuted; d. emblem of Fasting 
(in an icon) ; also of Vagrancy; e. on early Chris
tian graves: a. the rapid course of life; or resur
rection; b. 3 hares turned so, that they have one 
pair of cars: the Trinity; 

XII. special literary meanings: A. W. Blake: 
"Each outcry of the hunted Hare, A fibre 
from the Brain does tear" (Aug. of Inn.); B. 
W.B. Yeats: I. taking over a Celtic myth: a 
mythical pack of Otherworld Hounds, which 
arc the unshrivcn souls in the Wild Hunt of the 
Hare, cannot reach it, since it is a transformed 
witch, o rigina lly the sacred fertility hare; in onc
of the (imaginary folk-poet) Hanrahan-stories 
an o ld man's queen of cards changes into that 
hare; 2. the collar-bone of a hare is used as a 
telescope to be able to sec th ings, normally not 
seen; here: dull bourgeoisie ; 

XIII. folklore: A. seeing o ne: a. in general 
unlucky: seeing one running down the main 
street of a village predicts a fire; b. sometimes, 
however, it is lucky to meet one: make a wish 
as soon as it has passed; but sometimes white 
ones arc unlucky (white . is connected wit11 
ghosts and witches); B. witches: in England it is 
their commonest transfom1ation; they can only 
be shot with a silver bullet: when you kill or 
wound one, you will surely find someone in the 
village who has just died, or has a similar 
wound; C. as witches are in charge of storms it 
is a tabu-word on board ship, and certainly un
lucky to have one on board; D. a hare's foot: a. 
carried about in one· s pocket, it averts rheuma
tism and cramp; b. it is also a talisman for 
speed; c. a favour ite talisman among actors; E. a 
hare's genitals, as talisman, avert barrenness. 
harlequin · 

I . general: a. in the Italian "Commedia dell' 
arte" the servant of Pantalone, and lover of 
Columbina; b. in English pantomime: a mute 
who dances through the world, invisible to the 
Clown, o n whom he plays his tricks, as they are 

rtva ls in love of Columbine, whom he protects 
lrom both Clown and Pantaloon; he usually 
wears parti-<:oloured, bespangled t ights and a 
vitor, is bald-headed, and carries a magic wand 
of lath; 2. mischievous intrigue and tricks 
(llayed on others; 3. transformations by magic; 
4. a chthonic deity, related to the gods of fer-
11lity; 5. the discordant elements in life. 
harlot 

I . originally the word applied to knaves of 
hoth sexes (it is of doubtful etymology); 2. 
llcbrcw: a. prostitutes were often foreigners , 
hence 'strange woman'; b. idol-worshipper; 
1hcir religion might require the women to pros
lltute themselves (as 'hierodules'); therefore 
Inter the name was applied to the centre of any 
rnligion, or sect, in which one does not believe : 
Jerusalem, Nineveh, Samaria, Babylon, Tyre, 
Rome, etc.; 3. W. Blake: "The Harlot's Cry 
1 rom Street to Street Shall weave O ld England's 
winding sheet" (Aug. of Inn.); 4. v. Prostitu
tion. 
harp 

I. large true harps were already found on 
the tomb of Ramses II (c. 1220 B.C.), and later 
lound all around the Mediterranean, except in 
Greece and Rome, where the lyre and the citha
ra were more important; the Irish developed 
their own harp (with a huge sound-box), the 
Welsh harp was soon influenced by the French 
models; the Biblical harp may have been more 
hke a lyre; 2. instrument of wind-deities; 3. re
lated to heaven : a . Druid: harp-sounds released 
1he soul from the dead body and ca·rried it to 
heaven; b. played by angels: heavenly bliss and 
harmony; c. the Mystic Ladder to heaven 
(sometimes a burial-gift); as such it is also con
nected with the swan (q.v.) as psychopomp; 4. 
longing for love and/or death: a. Celtic: Tris
tram ('the sorrowful born' : his mother died at 
childbirth) was a harper (Malory 8, 3); he was 
also the refiner of the arts of hunting and hawk
ing; he got wounded in his 'side' at his first 
jousts, to be healed by La Beale Esoud; b. a 
harpist plays an important part in Goethe's 
" Wilhelm Meister"; 

5. sadness, human stress and suffering (tense 
strings): a. in J. Bosch's "Garden of Delights" a 
man is crucified on a harp; b. a body turned 
mto a harp: in the ballad "Binnorie" a jealous 
girl drowns her younger sister ; a harp is made of 
the girl's breast-bone, and her hair into strings; 
the ha rp is then taken to the king's court, 
where it sings its accusation, untouched by 
human hands; 6. rela ted to the White Horse; 7. 

Harry, Old-

music, poetry; 8. related to blindness, accom
panied by: a. cunning: "O heard ye na o' the 
silly blind Harper, How long he lived in Loch
maben town? And how he wad gang to fair 
England To steal King Henry's Wanton Brown" 
(= his horse, which the harper did steal, and he 
got paid thrice for his so-called lost old mare): 
"The Lochmaben Harper"; b. aristocracy: e.g. 
"The Blind Beggar's Daughter"; 9. national em
blem of Ireland (sometimes of Wales); 

I 0. her.: a. contemplation, elevation; b. 
chastity; 11. Hebrew: a .. praise of God: instru
ment of the ecsta tic nabis (prophets): !Sam. 
10, 5; b. soothing of straincJ nerves: David's 
magic harp overcame the 'spirit of madness' in 
Saul; c. instrument of the harlot (Isa. 23, 16) 
and orgies (Isa. 5, 12); d. sadness : (by the rivers 
of Babylon): "We hanged our harps upon the 
willows": Ps. J 37, 2. 
harpy 

l. wind-spirit: a. in Homer ("Odyssey") the 
harpies 'carried ofr Odysseus (= he was lost); b. 
they carried off two orphan-sisters, whose mar
riage had been arranged by Aphrodite; c. they 
stand for swiftness; 2. ghost: they occur as 
tomb-figures; cf. also I, b; 3. in the develop
ment of mythology they are doubtful charac
ters, ranging from the three beautiful daughters 
of Thaumas and Electra (daughter of Okeanos) 

. according to Hesiod, to the loathsome, greedy, 
and vengeful monsters in Vergil; they are also 
considered as the da ughters of Neptune and the 
sea; 4. M.A.: emblems o f: a. the sign of Virgo; 
b. Music; 5. Dante: Harpies devour the souls of 
those who committed suicide as symbols of 
insatiable misery and despair (Inf. 13); 6. her.: 
a. they gene rally lack their sinister aspect, and 
are represented as half noble ladies; b. they 
combine faith fulness and compliance, with the 
power and wisdom of the eagle; c. ferocity 
under provocation; 7. evil harmonics of cosmic 
forces; 8. psych.: a. personification of vice: 
guilt a nd punishment; b. involutive fragmenta
tion of the unconscious ('tearing man apart'); 
cf. Mult iplicity; 9. D. Thomas: closely related 
to angels (e.g. "The Lament"): a. both have 
wings; b. angels play on 'harps'. 
harrow 

I. agriculture, fertility; 2. martyrdom; 3. 
was originally suspended over a coffin, to be 
used as a chandelier : fune ral candles were im
paled on its spikes; 'hearse' may have been de
rived from a L. word for ' harrow'. 
Harry, Old-

as a name for the devil: a. derived from the 
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hart 

Persian Ahriman, prince of the Kingdom of 
Darkness; b. the 'hairy ones' in the Bible has 
been translated by 'devils' ; related to ' sa tyrs'. 
hart 

I. grace, n imbleness; 2. m orning star; resur
rection: its shedding its hide and horns typify 
Christ's resurrection; when it appears suddenly, 
knights foUow it and are plunged into misera
ble, at any rate unusual, adventures, e .g. Arthur 
meeting the Ladies of the Lake (Malory 4 , 6ff.); 
3. sacred to Artemis, Esther, and Christ; 4. one 
of the s ubstitutes fo r the Unicorn; 5 . Chr istian: 
a. piety and aspiration of the soul: "as the hart 
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my 
soul after thee, 0 God": Ps. 42 , 1; b. persecu
t ion: (the princes of deso late Zion) "are be
come like harts that find no pasture and th ey 
are gone without strength before the pursuer": 
Lam. I, 6; c . immortality: "for the hart when 
he is old he waxe th young again in his white 
skin": Malory (17 , 9); cf. Deer; 6. 0.E.: the hall 
which Hrothgar had built was called ' Heorot' 
(hart), probably because of the antlers on the 
roof; it was unpeopled for 12 winters by the 
raids of Grendel ("Beowulf') ; 7. v. Deer, Doe, 
etc. 
harvest 

I. sometimes the end of the fert ili ty-king's 
term of office (sometimes Midsummer); 2. the 
death of the g rain-spirit in various forms : a. an 
o ld man; b. a n o ld woman; cf. Hag; c. a corn 
baby; the last corn cut then meant cutting its 
umbilical cord; it was often fashioned into a 
prim itive doll; 3 . time of the expulsion of devils 
and w itches by bonfires and explosions; 4. rites 
of ancestor-worship; 5 . r ipeness to the core; c f. 
J . Keats: "Ode to Autumn"; 6. o ld age; 7. 
Hebrew: a . the harvest o f the corn was in 
April-May, so Pen tecost could be a ha rves t
feast; wine and o live were harvested from 
August to October, and tha t was celebrated 
with the Feast of the Booths; b. type of Judg
m en t-day; 8 . v. Autumn. 
hat 

l . though t: related to the head; changing 
hats = changing ideas; 2. t hat w hich 'covers' a 
person(ality); 3. according to shape they may 
be phallic: e .g. the Phrygian cap, the brownies' 
hoods, etc; a conical hat is cha racteristic for a 
shepherd, a mystagogue or a seer; 4. som e con
fer invisibil ity (= regressio n), like Helmet; 5. 
combinations: a. winged ha t : attr ib ute of Mer
cury; b. "raising one's hat": originally : raising 
the helmet as a sign of respect and demonstra
tion that danger was absent; c. in a ring: chal
lenge, competition; 6. folklore: A. a tall hat is 
characteristic of witches or their Master; B. "As 
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mad as a Hatter" : may have been: 'as mad ( 
venomous) as an adder'; C . hatband: a. oft ~·11 

the place, where charms w ere worn by m en, t11 
counteract the evil influences of spirits; b . lOVl' 
charm for a girl : stea l a hatband from the m:111 
you love, and wear it as a gar ter ; c. fo r a n1:111 
wearing a garter as ha tband: v. Garter. 
hatch 

l . " In at the window, o r else o 'er the hat ch" 
(= hal fdoor): a standing phrase for a wife' s 111 
fidelity, or the birth as consequence of it ; rl'I 
K. John I, I ; 2. "It is good to have a hatl'11 
before the door"(= keep silent): proverb. 
hatchet 

l. related to woodland; 2. log-fires; 3 . ca1 
pentry; 4. 'to bury the hatchet': make pcaCl' 
(proverb); 5. v. Axe. 
hawk 

l. general: a. for t he use o f the hawk in 
Falco nry : v. f'alcon, from which it is often in 
distinguishable (in symbolism); in biology th1• 
term is only applied to some 45 species ol 
hawks and 'accipite rs'; the female is generally 
larger than the m ale; b. the best-known, and till' 
largest, is the goshawk, q.v.; c. at a certain sea 
son it changes into a cuckoo (Pliny 10, 11 ); d. 
it docs not eat t he hearts of its prey (Pliny 10, 
10); 2 . fire. sun, nobility (which it shares wi th 
the Eagle) : A. Egypt: a. the R oyal Hawk is 
sacred to solar gods and goddesses: Horus, R:1. 
Sph inx, etc; b . in the Book of the Dead it says: 
" I (t he sun) have risen like th e mighty hawk Urnt 
comes fo rth from his egg"; c. Egyptian hier. fo r 
'god' (= Sun), or 'solar transfiguration'; d. the 
penalty for kill ing a hawk in Egypt was dea th: 
(Herodotus 2, 66); B. Greece : sacred to Apollo, 
whose m essenger it is ('kirkos') : Hom er (Od. 
15, 53lf.); C. nobility: " he hath no mate ; h b 
neck is wound with a yellow ring; on his breast 
is the crest of a former king" : John Gray ("The 
Flying Fish"); D. gen tleness: "As gentle as 
fa lcon, Or hawk of the tower" : Skelton ("To 
Mistress Margaret Hussey") ; cf. Juliet's ' tassel 
gentle ' under Falcon; may be related to 2 , C; 3. 
blood : it drinks no water, and overcomes all 
birds; 4. immortality , longevity: in Egyp t ,. on 
funeral urns, it is the guardian of the liver and 
gall bladder; 

5. soul: a . one of the meanings of the Egyp
t ian hie r.; b. (like the eagle) it aspires towards 
heaven; 6 . mind: a. a hawk eating a hare may 
symbolize the triumph of Mind over Flesh 
(lower instincts); v. also Yeats below; b. Ger 
manic: 'Vedfolnir' sat between t he eyes of the 
white eagle in the Sacred Ash, a ll-knowing, s ur
veying heaven and earth; c. som etimes it repre
sents the evil mind of the sinner; sometim es its 

opposite: higher thoughts; t he first may be in
llucnced by the Kite (q.v .); d . cunning: Loki, in 
lhe form of a hawk, relea sed the goddess of 
l r rlili ly ldLma from the at t ent ions o f the giant 
l11iassa , who appeared before her in the form 
ol an eagle: 7. wind, storm : a. Egypt: the East 
Wind ; sometimes all winds: fou r-headed; b . t he 
k11c is sacred to Boreas; 8. comes to hand: the 
opposite of t he hen ; but canno t be lured back 
by lo ve alone (e.g. Langland: P. rlowman. Bk. 
\); 9. l'engeance : Ceyx's brother, Daeda lio n, 
having gone mad because h is daughter Chione 
had been killed by Diana, ran up Parnassus, and 
when he threw !iimself down, was changed (by 
Apollo) into a hawk : " friendly towards no one, 
he vents his rage upon all ot her birds, t h us caus
ing others to suffer by h is su ffer ing": Ovid 
(Metam. 11. 338ff.) ; 

10. bird of prey , t he refore : feroc ity ,, swin
dler, etc.; represen ting brute force and violence , 
O is the oppos ite o f t he 'weak ' songstress, the 
Nightingale , who, in this world, is completely a t 
the mer cy of the Hawk : Hesiod (Works and 
l>ays 203ff.); 11. envy: M.A. attribute in an 
Icon ; 12 . speed: flies in a straigh t line; 13. spe· 
1•1al religious meanings: A. Hebrew: a. 'u n
d ca n': Lev. J I , 26; b . providence of God: 
" Doth the hawk fl y by thy wisdom , and st retch 
her wings toward t he south " : Job 39, 26; B . 
('hristian: H. Spirit; 14. special literary m ean
mgs: A. "Like the haggard (= wild hawk) (the 
fool must) check a t every fea ther That comes 
before his eye": like a w ild hawk among tame 
men, t he fool swoops upo n every occasion for 
icst, yet m us t be tactful and wary (Tw. N. 3, I ); 
II. a haggard (since it was especia lly the ad ult 
fema le that was to be t rained) a lso symbolizes a 
wild and intractable woman: " I do prove her 
haggard" : 0th. 3 , 3; also Shr . 4, 2; C . Circe may 
have been re lated to 'kirkos' (=raven) and thus 
be related to Sy corax ("Temp.") : sus (= swine) 
1 kirkos (=raven or hawk): v. Raven; D. W.B. 
Yeats: a. logic: a direct swoop to kill; it is the 
opposite of t he But te rfly = intuition; b. ("An
o ther Song fo r a Fool") a schoolmaster's for m
e r existence ; c. fr eedom, refusing to be made 
'useful': the difficulty fo r an artist to live in t he 
practical world and retain his freedom; d . ("At 
Hawk 's Well") the well of im mor ta lity (for t he 
rise of w hich the poet as o ld man wa it s in vain, 
•Utce he falls asleep every time it r ises) is 
guarded by t he hawk-woman, by w hose orgias
tic dance Cuchulain is lured away : a br ief, he
roic life is better t han a t imid long o ne; the 
hawk s ta nds for : a. fierce no bility; b. its ra paci
IY is part o f its grace; c. o ne of t he divine birds 
and beasts (with the heron , t he swan", the uni-

hawthorn 

corn, and the 'great beast'), which br ing na tural 
ene rgies into the human world (Phase 15 : v. 
Moon); I· .. D. Thoma s: a. devouring lust : the 
lover as a bird of prey: a rival; b. a "hawk o n 
fire" ("Over Sir John's Hill") : a . bright in t he 
sun, with t he dusk below; b. devouring nature 
(the sparrows are guil ty) : through it he con 
tinues the life-process (and thus t he sparrows, 
too, have infinite wort h); c. the flashing and 
exp lod ing F ire-bird; d . =the ha nging j udge, and 
hangman. and condem ned; 

15. folklore : a . seen in the sky, it predicts 
fair wea the r (Nisus' transformat ion) : Ve rgil 
(Georg. I , 404ff.); b. the 'good' hawk sweeping 
through the ha ll was one of the omens of a 
happy life (like t he resound ing harp): " Beo
wulf'; c . nursery-rhym e: conceit : " R idd le me, 
riddle me rec, A hawk sat up in a t ree; And he 
says to himse lf, says he, Lord! what a fine bird 
I be!"; 16. v. Eagle, /;'yes (for ' sealing ' ), Falcon . 
hawthorn 

I. t he t wo species in Britain (with m inor 
biological differences) are a lso ca lled 'may' 
(esp. the flower), ' hedgerow thorn', or 'wh ite
thorn'; 2 . it is sacred to t he Great (White) God
dess; 3. death : a . in t he Celtic T ree-alphabet 
(le tte r H) it co mpr ises the per iod from May 13 -
June 9 : the unlucky m onth of May , w hen 
peo ple kept t he ir old clo thes (from G reece to 
Brit ain); som etim es rags of clot hes were put on 
hawthorn fo r m ourning or propi tiation; b. 
Rome (in Ovid): sacred to the goddess Carnea, 
it protects against baby-sna tchi ng by bird
w itches; the reverse may have been true: the 
hawthorn must not be taken into t he house, 
because she killed children in bird-disguises; 
la te r it was the door-god Janus (as her son/ hus
b and who was supposed to keep her out : and 
thus Cardea - Carnea became Janus' m ist ress, as 
lana, or Juno , the Door-Goddess (v. also Door); 
c. it is often found where dead ly fights arc to 
t ake place : a. Sir Gawain and the G reen Knight 
(related to 5): hazel and hawthorn, intertwined , 
stood at the entrance to the Castle of t he Green 
Knight; b. hawthorn and honeysuckle were to 
be fou nd at the grove, where Palamon and 
Arcite foug ht for the love of Emily : Chaucer 
("Knight ' s Tale .. ); d . destruction of the tree 
brings great peril to ca tt le, ch ildren , or m oney; 
e . it is avoided by bees and butterflies, so it is 
pollinated only by flies; 4. purification: the 
time of the cleaning o f the tem ples in Greece 
and Rome, w ith Purification-r ites, ended a t t he 
Ides (15th) of June; 

5. sexuality. fertility : A. abstinence: a . as 
the period was sacred to the Goddess as Virgin 
(Arte m is) sexual abstinence was req uired ; b. a 
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hawthorn 

bad month for marrying: the Great Goddess 
hates the hedging in of sexuality through mar
riage; B. indulgence: a. the scent of its blossoms 
resembles the scent of sexual female excretion; 
b. Atheniai;i brides wore garlands of hawthorn; 
c. in Greece it was put on the altars of Hymen 
(later allegorical deity of marriage); d. in Rome 
it was connected with the orgiastic Flora-cult: 
riding out to pluck hawthorn, and dancing 
round the 'may'-pole (q.v.); torches of it were 
used by the shepherds carry ing off the Sabine 
women; it supplied marriage-torches since then 
(Pliny 16, 30); e. Celtic: Olwen ('She of the 
White Track'), the May Queen of love and vege
tation, was the daughter of Yspaddan Penkawr 
(= 'hawthorn'); she was also associated with the 
wild apple; f. "Come, I cannot cog and say thou 
art this and that, like a many of these lisping 
hawthorn-buds, that come like women in men's 
apparel" (said by Falstaff to court-women): 
Wiv. 3, 3; g. v. Folklore, below; 6. related to the 
moon: a. Moses' burning bush may have been a 
white hawthorn: 'seneh', probably related to 
Sinai, and the adorat ion of the masculine 
moon.<J eity Sin; b. sacred to the Virgin Mary as 
Moon-Goddess; c. accord ing to Shelley ("The 
Dream of the Unknown") the hawthorn is 
"moonlight-coloured"; 7. servitude: attribute in 
an icon; 8. prudence: a. connected with two
faced Janus; b. for a long time sexual absti
nence was equated with prudence; 9. related to 
shepherds: "And every shepherd tells his tale(= 
counts his flock) Under the hawthorn in the 
da le": Milton ("L'Allegro"); 10. her.: found in 
the crests of the Tudor princes; 11. related to 
bad weather: "Through the hawthorn blows the 
cold wind, And dr izzily rain doth fall" : the bal
lad " Friars of the Orders Grey"; cf. also Lear 3, 
4 ; 

12. folklore: A. unlucky: the Crown of 
Thorns was made of it, and it is related to the 
fairies: a, it is unlucky to cut hawthorn; b. it is 
even unlucky to sit under, when fairies are most 
powerful, e.g. May Day, Midsummer Eve, Hal
lowe'en, etc.; c. v. 3, d, and e; B. related to 
fertility and marriage: a. somet imes hawthorn 
was put in the kitchen and left•there for a year; 
b. marriage-charm: girls used to go out very ear
ly to gather the flowers on May Day, and car
ried them home in silence (otherwise they 
wo uld not get married that year) ; c. in older 
times hawthorn branches were brought joyfully 
in to the house on Old May day (when it 
blooms); C. protective charm: it protects the 
house from lightning; 0. at Glastonbury, when 
Joseph of Arimathea thrust his staff into the 
ground, the hawthorn miraculously grew; the 
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tree was cut down by the Puritans, but fo rtu 
natcly many daughter-trees Ind been ta ken 
from it, and they still bloom on (Old) Chmt 
mas Eve (January 5th); E. as fuel: it lasts well 
but must be cut in autumn; 13. v. White-thorn 
hay 

I. folklore : a hay-cart is lucky to mL'CI, 
when it is coming towards you: a wish must tw 
made; but seen from the back it is a bad om en, 
2. haycock: D. Thomas ("Into her lying do\~11 
head"): made by a phallic scythe, and i' .1 
'couch for luxury': that of the Ladies of t lw 
White Giant's Thigh; 3. hayrick: D. Thom'" 
("The Ballad of the Long-legged Bait"): tlw 
place where the bail (v_ Leg) ' is drowned' ( Ill 
'dryness'); generally also Omphalos (q.v.). 
hazel 

I . related to the Great Goddess: number 9 
(fruits after 9 years); corresponds with the 9th 
Celtic consonant (sometimes the I 0th): the pc· 
riod from August 6 till September 2; with the 
apple it was one of the most sacred trees, for 
which the Celts had the death-penalty, if one 
was wantonly cut; 2. knowledge. wisdom, poet 
ic art: a. almost any nut symbolizes wisdom; b. 
Connla's Well: under the sea, in the land of 
Promise and Youth; the well was shaded by the 
nine hazels of poetic art (bearing flowers and 
fruit al the same time the haze l represen ts beau
ty and wisdom); only the divine salmon (q.v.) 
which lived in the well had the privilege of ea t
ing the nuts as they dropped into the water; 
whoever else ate the nuts, or the salmon, or 
drank from the water, would be gifted with 
poetic inspiration , but even the gods were for
bidden to approach the well (Boann disobeyed , 
and as she approached the well , the waters rose 
in a flood to drive her away, creati.1g the river 
Boyne); F ionn MacCool, who accidentally 
tasted the salmon, (whe n he licked his burnt 
thumb when frying them) got that wisdom; c. 
Vergil often relates hazel to poetic inspiration : 
e.g. Eel. 5, 21; d. it could also have an unfa
vourable meaning: the Ancie nt Dripping Hazel 
dripped poisonous milk, having no leaves, and 
was inhabited by divinatory vultures and 
ravens; Fionn made a shield of it for satiric po
etry; v. also Hazel-wand; 3. love and fertility: a. 
Jacob in the 0.T. used 'hazel' mak ing hi s curi
ous magic to get mottled cattle (Gen. 30 , 37); 
the wild almond may have been meant here; b. 
in Vergil twins of a goat arc born amid a grove 
of hazels (Eel. J, 14f.); c. goa ts were roasted on 
hazel-spits as offerings to Bacchus: Vergil 
(Georg. 2, 396 ); d. Phyllis (a country-girl) loves 
hazels in Vergil (Eel. 7, 63); Luturna, escaping 
from Jove's amorous pursuits, h id in a hazel-tree 

(l)vid, Fasti 2, 585ff.); e. the Celtic god of love 
l\l·ngus (accompanied by white birds witll red 
•11ccks = kisses) held a hazel-wand; 4 . fire: the 
1 rce of Thor; 

5. rain-making: stirring a spring with a hazel
\l 1ck; 6. healing: a double hazel-nut prevents 
1<1oth-ache; 7. reconciliation: Celt ic heralds car
' ll'cl a hazel-wand; 8. death: a. 'Sir Gawain and 
the Green Knight' (remnant of a story of the 
1ll'ath of a fertility-king): hazel and hawthorn 
,1nod, entwined, at the entrance to the valley 
nl the Castle of the Green Knight; b. "So on 
the morrow they made them biers Of birch and 
hale! so gay": ballad: "Chevy Chase" (st. 53); 
1. J. Keats: related lo Autumn; 9. hazel-wand: 
I\ . divinatory: a. finds hidden water; b. finds 
huried treasure; c. finds murderers and thieves; 
II. makes a person invisible (like fe rn-seed, to 
which it is related); C. Irish heralds carried 
ha Lei-wands; 

I 0 . folklore: A. counter-charm against 
witches and fairies: a. a branch was often put in 
" horse-harness to protect it from evil spirits; b. 
rattle should no t be struck with the hand: it is 
hetter to take a hazel-branch, which will also 
\Care off witches and fairies; B. fert ility: a. its 
nuts are still connected with love and child
hirth, and used in divination on Hallowe'en: v. 
Nuts; b. in the nursery-rhyme Bob Robin (v. 
Robin Redbreast for its relation to the Sacred 
King) lives on a hazel-twig; C. good to make 
whistles for children; I I. v. Apple. 
head . 

J. mind, spiritual life , wisdom; 2. the sun, 
light, kingship, authority; 3. the Universe (with 
the half-globe of the crown as the heavens); in 
the correspondences of the whole body the 
head stands for the heavens; 4. Oneness; 5. the 
masculine,- virility, fertility: a. Athene sprang 
from Zeus' head; b. as the seat of intellect is, 
what specializes man (and immortalizes him), 
what individualizes him, the head is the mascu
line opposite of the woman's universal izing 
womb; therefore so many men's heads speak 
after death ; v. Severed Head below; 6. her.: a. 
honour for special services; b. power; c. a 
moor's head: reference to the Crusades, or the 
East Ind ia Company; 7. Zodiac: governed by 
Aries; 8. a/ch.: symbol of the vessel of transfor
mation; 9. D. Thomas: the head is sometimes 
'maidenhead' (as in Rom.); 

10. Severed Head: A. the head seen as inde
pendent of the body (decapitation after death); 
B. buried separately: a. hero's heads were 
buried at strategic points or access-roads to 
guard a city against invasions: Mabinogion 's 
Bran at Tower Hill; Eurystheus; Adam's at Jeru-

heart 

salcm; even foreigners can guard a country (e.g. 
Oedipus, Orestes, etc.); cf. Judith (14 , 7): Holo
fernes guarding Bethulia against his own troops-; 
b. later the actual heads were often replaced by 
sculpture; C. sacrifice: a. of the castrated or 
mutilated sacred fer tility king (e.g. the Peredur 
legend); b. for the Germanic peoples it was the 
head that was offered to the gods (especially a 
horse's head), the rest was ·eaten (cf. loins and 
fat for the Greeks); c. it was generally offered 
to ward off evil; D. talking: a. sacred heads con
tinue to talk wisdom after the death of the rest 
of the body, and advise people in times of 
danger, so: Wisdom; e _g. Arthur, Bran, the 
Green Knight, etc.; b. in nature-myth : ii. the 
sun, sunk beneath the horizon, still sending out 
its rays; b . storm winds (celestial ba ttles); c. a 
fertility-aspect; often buried in, or beside, wa
ter-springs, e.g. Pegasos, the rain-maker par ex
cellence; pe rhaps connected with the oracular 
quality of the springs; d. life of the soul after 
death; e. its origin may be ancestor's skull wor
ship, consulted for guidance; c. Orpheus' sev
ered head floated to the shore of Lesbos, was 
attacked by a serpent (= winter: v. Winter -
animals), but Apollo (the returning Sun) drove 
off the snake and "froze it to stone": Ovid 
(Metam. 11, 60); Orpheus has also been ex
plained as the (fertile) wind; E. punishment:~. 
sent by God: the ancient and honourable peo
ple of Israel would be cut off: Isa. 9, 15 (and 
also the 'tail' = the false prophets); b. in Eliza
bethan times beheading was the punishment for 
noblemen (hanging for commoners); 

J 2. further combinations: a. Brazen head: 
Friar Bacon's head had spoken "Time is, Time 
was, Time's past"; ref. Byron ("Don Juan"); b. 
Headband: especially for the Greek and Roman 
headbands: v. Fillet; c. Head-dress: like Throne 
and Palace, etc.: the Centre; d. Three heads: a. 
the Triple Goddess as virgin-woman-crone, 
mother-sister-wife, new moon - ful l moon - old 
moon, etc.; b. the male Trinity of Father-Son
Spirit, or its infernal counterpart (e.g. the three 
heads of Cerberus); e. Multiple heads in juxta
position may be intensification (instead of the 
deteriorating effect: v. Multiplicity): e.g. 
Gemini, Janus, etc.; 13. folklore: a. touching 
wood to avert evil is often replaced by touching 
the head (perhaps originally in derision via 
'blockhead'); b. nursery-rhyme: "King Charles 
the First walked and talked Half an hour after 
h is head was cut ofr' (in a variant: seven years); 
14. v. Hair, Eye, etc. 
heart 

1. st.at of the emotions: a. Elizabethan: with 
the liver and the brains the vital organs, the seat 
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heart 

of vital sp irits, and therefore of affections; b. 
the heart is drained of blood by sighs and 
groans : MND 3, 2; Mer. V. I , I ; c. love: a. 
"Therefore all hearts in love use their own 
tongues": Ado 2, I ; b. love as unity; c. love as 
the centre of illumination (represented as sur
mounted by names, a cross, neur-de-lis, crown, 
etc.); d. grief: "the grief tha t does not spea k 
Whispers the o'er-fraught heart, and bids it 
break": Mac. 4, 3; e. cont rition: "A broken and 
a contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise": 
Ps. 51, 17; f. ind ignation: "Ubi saeva indignatio 
ulterius cor lacerare nequit" (Where savage in
d ignation ca n no more tear his heart): inscrip
tion of Swift's grave; g. merriment: "A merry 
heart doeth good like a medicine": Prov . 17, 
22; h. falseness: ''ra ise face must hide what the 
fa lse heart doth know": Mac . . 1, 7; i. fear: 
"Why do I yield to that suggestion Whose hor
rid image ... . make my seated heart knock at my 
ribs Against the use of nature'!": Mac. l, 3; 

2. seat of the life·essence: a. Egypt: at mum
mification of the viscera only the heart was pre
served as essential; b. the centre of vertical 
man: brain-heart-sexual o rgans; c. the first part 
of man to live, the last to d ie (Aristotle); d. the 
centre of the 'animal virtues' in man, eaten by a 
conqueror to ob tain the vital power of the va n
quished; e . the part especially sacrificed to the 
gods, and o ne of the part s of 'd ivination'; f. the 
smoke of the roasted heart of Tobias' fish drove 
away the devils from man or woman (Tob. 6, 
7) ; perhaps a n addition to the o riginal ' liver'; 

3 . seat o f the intellec t. or understanding (as 
the opposite of reason): a. alch.: the sun in man 
(like gold in the ear th), understanding using the 
moon-brain as its instrument; b . the Spiritual 
Centre (like the Navel), the unmoved mover ; c. 
the Bible: a. apart from the feelings etc. , it of
ten stands for understanding (with the bowels 
as the seat o f the fee lings); b. "So teach us to 
number our <)ays, that we may apply ouF hearts 
unto wisdom": Ps. 90, 12 ; d. seat of under
s tanding: "The counsellor heart" (Cor. I, I ) 
thus the o pposite of Brains = (pure) Reasoning 
= the supreme authority in the little world of 
man; e. "So the heart be right, it is no matter 
which way the head lieth": Sir W. Ralegh, when 
laying his head on the block; f. "Le coeur a ses 
raisons que la raison ne connal t point" (the 
heart has its reasons, which Reason knows 
nothing of): B. Pascal ("Pensees", 4 , 277); 

4 . the soul: " the hidden man of the heart", 
which is known by God (I Peter 3, 4 ); 5. seat of 
the will, courage: " Bear, 0 my heart, thou hast 
borne a harder thing": Homer (Od. 22 , 18); 6. 
special religious meanings: A. Egypt : a. the seat 
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of int elligence; b . the seat of conscience: after 
man'~ death h is soul was weighed against a 
feathe r (q.v.); B. Greek: emblem of Eros; C 
R. Ca th.: a . love of god , zeal, divine love (espc: 
cially when burning); b. repentance, love and 
devot ion, when pierced by an arrow; c . with a 
woman's head in it : sin against the 9th com 
mandment; d. with a coin in it: sin against the 
10th commandment: 7. lier.: sincerity, reason 
8. Zodiac: governed by Leo; 9. combinatiom 
a. heart of gold: a perfec t man: e.g. HS 4, I ; the 
song "Greensleeves"; b. an absent heart : one of 
the po rtents of Caesar's death was the findi llf 
of a sacrificial animal without a heart: Caes. 2, 
2. 
hearth 

I . home, altar fo r the ho me-gods (Penatcs. 
Lares); 2. love, fe rtility, life: a. the sun in the 
house, related to Hestia-Vesta; b. androgync· 
masculine fire.and feminine receptacle; c. fire 
was generally put out at a death in the house; 
later a sign of mourning; 3. the most sacred 
place in the house, tended by the master a nd 
mistress of the house o nly (v. Folklore below); 
4. hospitality, sanctuary: place of protection 
for suppliants in the town-ha lls in Greece; 5. 
temperance: emblem of temperance as one of 
the Cardinal Virtues: v. Four (H, IV, 4 ); 

6. folklore : A. tended by the master or m is
tress only: a. a bride was first led to the hearth 
of her new home; b. "You may po ke a man's 
fire after you have known him seven years, but 
not before" (proverb): unlucky; B. kindling: at 
Need-fires (q .v .) all househo ld fires were 
douted, or the spark needed for this New Fire 
would not come; that was the only time a fire 
was allowed to go o ut; the hea rths were rekin
d led from the new life-giving, and 'saining' 
nam es of the Need-fire; C. New Year's Day: 
one m ust be careful not to take any fire or light 
out of the ho use on that day: it will mean 
death in the giver's family within a year (life 
taken out); D. omens: any irregularity in kin
d ling, burning, etc. predicts a similar event in 
the lives of the inmates o f the house. 
hearts (cards) 

1. in the Tarot-pack : the goblet: sacrifice, 
pr iesthood, vu!va, love, friendship, life; v. also 
Chalice, Cup, Goblet ; 2. the c reative world; 
water as prime matter; the prin1e mover; knowl
edge; T(h)oth and Chthonic Mercury; 3. friend
ship, hospitality, liba tion ; emotional rather 
than intellectual; 4 . the ace: strength of farnily
ties; 5. folklore: A. a majority of hearts in a 
deal : a. love, pleasure, mirth; b. children's for
tune-telling: good luck; B. in a nu rsery-£hyme 
the Queen of Hearts made some tarts, which 

were stolen by the Knave , who was forced by 
!he King to return them; cf. the Queen in C'ar
rnll 's "Alice in Wonderland". 
heart 's ease 

I.= Pansy, q.v.; 2. peace of mind: used in 
1hc litera l sense in HS 4 , I; 3. a popular tu ne in 
Fliz. times: ref. Rom. 4, 5. 
heat 

I . the source of life, related to Fire, and 
111tcn believed to be provided by the Centre of 
1hc earth, which the sun visits in h is Night
('rossing, and transmitted by vegetative life; 2. 
111aturation; 3. libido; 4. in emblems of the sun: 
represented by wavy lines, alternating with 
'ira ight ones of light (e.g. in Tarot). 
heather 

I. a low evergreen shrub ('Canulla vulgaris', 
11lso ca lled 'ling') of the heath-family (Erica
rcae), but often mixed up with varieties of the 
'heath'; the latter co mprises the Scottish Bell
heather, the Bog-heather, up to the Mediterra-
11can 'briars' (used for pipes); in Scotland it was 
used to build huts, provide bedding, etc.; 2. as a 
desert-plant: a. humility; b. solitude; 3. sacred 
to: a. Venus: co lour white to red; b. Isis: in 
Ei;y pt it was a sacred t ree (Erica-varie ty) as it 
µrcw round the body of Osiris; therefore also a 
'coffin-t ree'; 4. when diffe rentiated according 
10 colour : a. the R ed Heather : connected with 
111id-summer (often the death of the Fer tility
king of the first half-year), with mountains and 
bees: the goddess Cybe le: red and passionate, 
the goddess as Queen-Bee kill ing ,the male in 
coition ; b. ltlllite Heather: protection against 
acts of passio n ; 5. Celtic: connected with Mid
summer, and the U in the Tree-alphabet; 6. 
Wales: heather-ale wa s used as a restorative; 7. 
in fiat countries it was o ften substituted by the 
linden (v. Lime); 8. folklore: cutting heather is 
a fo rm of ra in-making. 
heaven 

I . co nsidered masculine, active, spiritual, 
and related to num ber three; the opposite is the 
earth as feminine, passive, material, and related 
to number 2 or 4; 2. the manifestation of god: 
the blue sky = the veil hiding god's face; the 
clouds = his garments; light =his o intment; the 
stars =h is eyes; 3. fo r the Music o f the Spheres: 
v. Music; 4 . the Egyptians counted IO spheres 
(acco rd ing to Ptolemy, with medieval addi
tions): a. 7 spheres o f the planets; b. the firma
ment of the fixed stars; c. the crystalline sphere 
holding the precession of the eq uinoxes; d. the 
10th : the 'primum mobile': it revolves diurnal
ly, and gives motion to the inner sphere of the 
planets; or it is the solid bar which encloses and 

hedge 

shuts off the universe from the nothingness of 
the Empyrian; 

5. according to the llebrew mystics there 
are 7 heavens: a. l st between the earth and the 
clouds; b. 2nd the region of the clouds ; c. 3rd -
6th the homes of the various grades of a ngels; 
d. 7th the abode of God and the seraphim; 6. 
the Seven Heavens of Cabala : the abode o f the 
Angels; 7. a/ch. : the essence, or most subtle 
portion, of a bod y; 8. D. Thomas: womb/ tomb 
(in several poems); 9 . v. Paradise 
Hecate 

I . the name: " she who works (or succeeds) 
from fa r"; the word is not of Greek o rigin; 2 . 
the Goddess of the Moon, seen as the evil side 
of the feminine, causing: a. madness, obsession; 
b. magic (ref. MND 5, 2; Mac. 3, 5 , etc.) ; 3. 
related to man y goddesses representing the 
(dangerous) aspect of woman: Circe, the grain
goddess Demeter, Night, the h unting goddess 
(of dea th ) Artemis, Medea, the man-ea t ing 
Lamia, also Lilith (q.v.) as Accursed Huntress; 
4 . crossroads were sacred to her , where she 
could be seen on moon-lit nights, accompanied 
by ghosts and hell-hou nds; the c rossroads typi
fy the three principles o f existence (v. Diana, 
for the discussion of the triform goddess, and 6 
below); a. dogs were sacrificed, and hanged 
me n, vampires, etc. were buried there ; b. 
"Hecatea" (a kind of pillars, like Herms, q ,v.) 
were erected at crossroads and doorways, to 
ward off evil ; 5. o ther sacrifices to her (a t the 
end of the month): eggs, fish, black puppies, 
black she-lambs; 6. as triform goddess: a. she 
presides over birth-life-death, a nd past-present
future; b . she had three (seasonal) heads: lion, 
dog, mare; 7. psych.: she is The Witch , the 
Masted Venus (v. Hermaphrodite) , the Terrib le 
Mother, and her symbols in this capacity arc 
the key, whip, dagger, a nd torch; 8. in the later, 
synchretist ic stage o f Greek religio n she was 
again endowed with all the Great Goddess fea
tures: the Terrib le Mo ther of the Unconscio us: 
she is the living cleavage of the vulva, and the 
parting goddess o f death; Christian churches 
originally were also often built over caves, grot
toes, wells, cleavages, etc.; cf. the importance of 
the cave (q .v.) in the Mithraic re ligion ; 9. v. 
Diana and the Great Goddess. 
Hector 

by the Elizabethans he was often seen as a 
blustering braggar t. 
hedge 

I. privacy: "a hedge between keeps fri end
ship green": proverb; 2. secrecy; especially the 
place of secret, or illicit, love-making, e.g. Jes. 
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hedgehog 

Ben Shir. (26, 15 ): she "will sit down by every 
hedge, and open her quiver against every ar-
rown. 
hedgehog 

I. self-defence; its grea test enemy is the fox, 
which ro lls it into water, forcing it to expose its 
vulnerable flesh; 2 . thief (of vines). rascal; cun
ning: since Aelian (N.A. 6, 54); cf. Zenobius: 
the fox knows many wiles, but is caught; the 
hedgehog knows only one, but that beats all the 
fox's wiles; it shakes the vine and then rolls on 
the grapes which will st ick on its spines; 3. sun
emblem: a globe with rays; cf. a boar's bristles; 
4 . related to witches: a. "Thorny hedgehogs be 
not seen" where Titania sleeps : MND 2, 2 ; it is 
mentioned in a list with newts, spiders, black 
beetles, worm s, and o ther wit ch-animals; b. v. 
Folklore, below; 

· 5. related to demoniac possession: Temp. 2, 
2; also in Lear; 6. a person who lacks feeling: 
R3 l , 2; 7. Christian: a. attribute of Fury; b. 
attribute of Touch ; they couple both standing 
up and embracing each other (Pliny JO , 83); c. 
attribute of Slander; 8. her.: a. resistance; it 
prefers self-destruction to being caught (Pliny 
8, 56) ; b. provident provider ; c. (surm ounted 
by a crown): Louis XII o f France; 9. folklore: 
A. related to witches: sucking cows lying out in 
the f ields, som etimes causing blood in the milk ; 
B. weather-prognostication : a. it builds its nest 
from whe re the wind comes; v. Plu tarch 
(Clevern. o f Anim. 16); b. (also for the Am . 
'gro undhog', or 'woodchuck':) it comes o ut of 
hibernation on Candlemas (q.v.) ; if it sees its 
own shadow ( i.e. when the sun is shining) it 
retires into its burrow, and winter will last for 
six more weeks. 
hedge-sparrow 

the common butt o f the c uckoo's indelicate 
prank of planting its young: e.g. Lear I , 4 . 
heel 

I . the Sun-gods, kings, or heroes, are o fte n 
vulnerable in the heel on ly, and ult imately die 
of a wound there: e.g. by a spear (Achilles). a 
snake (Ra), a sco rpion (Ha rpocrates), Medea's 
pin (Talus), Oidipous's ankles )I/ere pierced with 
a brooch by h is fa ther (Pausan. JO, 5), 
mistletoe (Balder), an arrow (Krishna), etc.; the 
instrument of death has been explained as a 
symbol for earth (e.g. the snake), or a sun-ray 
(e.g. spear); when his Heel has touched the 
earth or sea (sunset) he must die ; 2. to protec t 
his Heel the hero frequen tly wears a buskin 
(q .v.) or one sandal (q .v.); 3. in the Bible the 
story of Jacob gripping Esau's heel at their 
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birth is clear enough ; but there are scvc1,il 
doub tful passages, where there may be gen11.i1 
foot associations (v. Foot) , or references to n111 
al killing: a. " ... in the days of evil, when 1h1 
iniquity of my heels sha ll compass me about .. " 
Ps. 49, 5; b. heels made bare as a punishmcnl 
by Yahweh (Jer. 13, 22) may refer to the emu~ 
culation preceding the ritual sacrifice ; 4 . weap 
on: a. man will not only bruise the snakl"• 
head , but it shall also bruise the man's heel 
Gen. 3, 15, and 49, 17; b. "Yea, mine own 
fa miliar friend , in whom I trusted, which did cal 
of my bread , hath lifted up his heel again'' 
me": Ps. 41 , 9 (ref. in St. John 13, 18); ~ 
" ligh t o' love with your heels"= high-heeled 
unchaste, loose: Ado 3, 4 (with 'heel' as part nl 
the sexual connotations of r oot) . 
heifer 

I. bride, fertilit y, giver of no urishmen t; 2 
(like Cow) emblem of the Mother-goddess (111 
fa iry-tales often the god -mo ther); sacred 111 
Hathor , Io, Isis, e tc.; 3. sacrifice: A. Hebrew .,, 
red heifer (earth:) a. to obtain the 'water ofscp 
aration' purifying a man of uncleanness aftc1 
contact with the dead ; b. to expiate an unpun 
ished murder ; c. at David's selection (for ref. v 
Cow) ; B. Rome: 1ibation is poured between thl' 
horns of a whi te heifer by Dido (for J uno) 
Vergil (Aen. 4 , 60f) ; from the carcase of a 
buried sacrificial he ifer bees are bo rn: Ovid 
(Fasti I , 363 ); 4 . wantonness, wildness: a 
"Egypt is like a very fair heifer . bu t destruction 
cometh": Jer. 46, 20; b. Israel is "a backslidi1w 
heifer": Hos. 4 , 16; 5. the mother-goddess a' 
protect ress o r founder of cit ies : according to an 
oracle Agenor's son, Cadm us, built Boeotia 
(' land of the he ifer' ). whe re a predicted heife1 
lay down to rest: Ovid (M etam. 3, I Off.); 6. a 
white heifer : Jove changed Io into a white 
heife r to escape detection by jealous Juno, and 
had her guarded by 'star-eyed Argus' (lo as 
Moon-cow) : " even as a cow she is beautiful"; 
much stress is laid on the reflect ion o f her 
ho rns in her st ream-father by Ovid (Metam. I , 
588ff.), who also says she fled to Egypt, where 
she is worshipped as Isis; there are also many 
references to lo in his De Arte Am. (I , 76; 3, 
393, etc.) ; 7. v. Cow, and Bull (e .g. for Pasi
phae ). 
heliotrope (flower) 

I. a flower, which turns its head with the 
sun ; 2. Clytie, in her unlucky love fo r Helios 
(Sun). was changed into a heliotrope : Ovid 
(Metam. 4 , 255ff.); 3. intoxication with love: 
its seed is an aphrod isiac (Pliny) ; 4. the most 

111n·11vc ant-killer; it has great medicinal pow
'"• esp. aga inst po isonous bites and stings 
ll ' l•ny 22, 29); v. also Marigold . 
h• liotrope (gem) 

llloodstone, q.v. 
ha ll 

I . composed of the typical d iscomforts of a 
prnple: heat for desert people, cold for people 
111 the North ('N iflheim'), or discords ('cursing 
11 I<' ' and deep excla ims' : R3 I, 2), or sounds of 
11.1t (e.g. for Shakespeare's sensitive ear); 2. the 
lllhlc: a. Gehenna: Ge-ll innom, a valley near 
h' 111salem. where the first-born were sacrificed 
1111 Jeremiah's time (v . Sacrifice), and which 
11 ·" l;1ter used as a garbage dump with a con
,1,1nt fire ; b. the thrice-repeated clause in Mark 
lq:. 9. 44) : "Where their worm d ieth not, and 
thl' fire is no t quenched" refers to Isa . 66, 24; 
I . JI/. B lake : ll ell and Fire are the abode of 
( ,,•n ius, which, to a conventional, law-bound 
.llt)!cl, may look like torment and insanity; 4. v. 
ll11clerworld. 
hellebore 

I. a coarse perennial herb of the buttercup 
1 .. n1ily, containing poisonous juice; the flower 
h." 5 white, or pale rose, petals (later turning to 
i•1cc n); the White Hellebore belo ngs to another 
l.11nily, bu t is equally po isonous, and has red
di~h or green !lowers; II. Black Hellebore: I. 
rnnn ected with the Helicon (Black H.) and Par
n.1ssus (White H.): Pliny; 2 . can cause, or cure, 
insani ty; therefore is taken by scholars (esp. fu-
1 ure Stoics) for wisdom (Pliny 25, 21 ; v. also 
I ucian's " Philosophies going cheap"); 3. a stim
ulan t to the heart (like the fox-glove); 4. calum
ny, scandal; the Ga uls po isoned their arrows 
with ii; a dead scorpion smeared wi th Wh ite H. 
rnmes to life aga in; 5. a wit ches' !lower; it is so 
1iowerful that it must be gathere d with utmost 
precaution, the proper incantations, etc.; 6. the 
Na tivity of Christ: blooms at Christmas; 7. fa tal 
10 horses and other big quadrupeds; 8. A strol. : 
.1 herb of Saturnus, therefore must be purified 
by the Alchemist, rathe r tha n be taken raw; II I. 
11'/iite Hellebore: lleracles d ied at the feet of 
Mt. Octa, in Trachis, a region famous for hel
lebore. 
Hellespont 

1. Helle, da ugh te r of Athamas (sun) and 
Nephele (cloud). was d rowned, when she es
caped from her evil stepmother , falli ng off the 
ram with the golden fleece, sent to rescue her 
and her brother Phryxus; 2. was swum nigh tly 
by Leander to visit Hero . 
helmet 

I. salvation: in the Bible, explained as 
!lope: Isa. 59, 17; Eph. 6, 17; l Thess. 5, 8; 2. 

hem lock 

invisibility: a. the helmet of invisibility was the 
most valued possession of Hades (= Under
world , hidden fe rt ility); b. such a helmet was 
Perseus' defence, when he had to Kill the Gor
gon Medusa; 3. Greek: a ttribute of Aides 
(Hades). A thene, Hephaestos; 4 . in nature
myths: clouds (invisibility) ; 5. Christian: em
blem of St. George : salvation ; 6. her.: a. martial 
prowess, surety in defence; b. wisdom: lofty 
thoughts, or hidden thoughts, (when the v! ,·.· 
is lowered); the colour often denotes the kina 
of thoughts; c. crowned .with a wolf's head : 
courage supplanted by astuteness; d. sur
mounted by a cross and a fleur-<le-lis: salvation; 
e. with a strange crest: imaginative or restless 
exhilarat ion; 7. a winged helmet : a. attribute of 
Hermes-Mercury, and fo rming part of a Cadu
ceus (q .v.); b. flight (swiftness and poetic 
thought); 8. shares in the general Head-sym
bolism. 
hemat ite 

I. the most important iron-0re, which is 
connected with 'blood' through the red streak 
it shows when scratched; it has been used as a 
gem since Assyr ian times, and it is still used as a 
burnisher by bookbinders, goldsmiths, etc.; 2. 
vivacity (fu ll-bloodedness); 3. wifehood; it is 
effective against all disorders of blood, esp. 
menstruation; 4. Zodiac : Pisces; 5. vir111es: 
(Pliny 36, 38 and 37, 60) a. s to ps wounds from 
bleed ing, and relieves pain; b. procures a favour
able hearing in court and when sending a peti
tion to the king. 
hemlock 

I. the two main fo rm s of hemlock (Water, 
and Po ison Hemlock) belong to the carrot
family, have wh ite flowers, and have roots 
which contain a h ighly toxic yellowish resin, 
while also the leaves and flowers are poisonous; 
they grow in wet open, marshy places, or along 
strea ms; they have a mouselike smell; the name: 
A.S. ' hem' (meadow, border), and 'lok' (or 
' lich' death); the pla nt resembles parsley; Poi
son Hemlock does not give convulsions and the 
mind remains clear tm the end ; it has a chilling 
effect from the extremities, esp. from the feet 
upwards; 2. sacred to the Great Goddess in her 
destructive, or magical, aspect (e.g. Hecate, and 
later the w;tches), therefore : A . death, weak
ness (emblem of Fragility): the Athenians 
forced those sentenced to dea th to drink it ; 
Socra tes was forced to do so as a corruptor of 
youth; B. d rives men crazy: a. about straying 
Israel: " judgmen t springeth up as hemlock in 
the furrows of the fie ld": Hos. 10 ,4 : b. " ... for ye 
have turned judgment into gall, and the 
fruit of righteousness into hemlock": Amos 6, 
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hemp 

12; c. it may be the "insane root That takes the 
reason prisoner" of Mac. I , 3; d. "My heart 
aches, and a d rowsy numbness pa ins My sense, 
as though of hemlock I had drunk": J. Keats 
("Ode to a Nightingale"); c. aphrodisiac: mixed 
with aconite it is given to a lover, to whom the 
lady then denies her favours in Ovid (v. Aco
nite); 3. astrol.: related to Saturn;4.D. Thomas: 
("Altarwise" :) poisonous, but at the same time 
an evergreen, surviving all weathers (= expe
rience); 

5. folklore: A. associated with the Devil and 
witches: a. used for spells to evoke demons and 
evil spirits; b. used to destroy love, cause mad
ness, or paralysis; c. it blasts fertility in men 
and animaJs; d. an ingredient of fl ying-oint 
ment; e. rubbed on youthful test icles it is an 
aphrodisiac; B. medicinal: a. generally cooling; 
b. women's breasts rubbed with it from maid
hood remain firm. 
hemp 

I . used for the gallows (cheap binding mate
rial), so: fate: 2 . when burnt, it gives narcotic 
fumes, which induced the trance of the Pytho
ncss, the priestess of the oracle; 3. rust ic life: 
" What hempen home-spuns have we swa!!gering 
here?": MND 3, I ; 4 . hem pen weed: a. confi
dence: when the gardeners sec the flowers of 
that plant appear, they say the earth is in love, 
and that they can sow with co nfidence; b. at
tribute of Recognition : 5. folklore: a. used in 
divination: a girl will sec her future husband, if 
she goes to the churchyard , throws hemp-seeds 
over her left shoulder, and says an incantation; 
b. beside curative powers (e.g. it removes 
worms from cars) it can make genitals impotent 
(Pliny 20, 97). 
hen 

I. the female; maternal care: in the Ages of 
Man a hen typifies a woman of 50, with a rosa
ry; 2. providence: a hen gathering her ch ickens 
is the symbol for Christ's vain efforts to save 
Jerusalem in Matth. 23, 37; 3. perseverance: as 
an emblem. a hen on her nest; 4. attribute of 
Grammar; through the series cock ('hie'), hen 
('haec'), and egg ('hoc'); 5. the opposite of the 
hawk: a hen flies from the hand (the hawk 
comes to the hand); 6. associated with death ; 7. 
proverb: "A whistling woman and a crowing 
hen, Are neither fit for God nor men"; 8. nurs
ery-rhymes: hen was a common term in the 
18th century for a girl or a wo.man, and there
fore often is subst ituted for them in nursery
rhymes, e.g. " I had a little hen, The prettiest 
ever seen; She washed up the dishes, And kept 
the house clean ... ". 
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hen bane 
I. a much-branched, clammy herb, wtllt 

fetid odour when crushed, and yellowish. 11111 
nel-shaped flowers, followed by poiso nn11 
pods; it grows in waste places and ruhh1,h 
heaps; the leaves produce a drug, or a sm o~1111 

mixture ; 2. emblem of Imperfectio n; 3. j11!> 
lore: a. it is ex tremely poisonous, causing 1·1111 
vulsions, temporary insanity , sterility, a ch'rp 
trance, making people see things; thercfo 11· ti 
ca n be used in harmful spells: b. medicine ,1 
painkiller , especially for a toothache ; it is sop11 
rific and reduces swellings; c. as a tal is111 .111 
gives a cheerful disposition. 
herb 

I. healing; after killing a serpent, a div1m 1 

saw another snake come with a hcrh (prob . tlu 
'flower of Zeus') and revive the dead one; th1· 
healer did the same with Glaucus; 2. appcti1c·1 
3. nobilit y; 4. rural life: "Of herbs, and othc·1 
cou"'ntry messes, Which the neat-handed Phyll" 
dresses" : Milton ("L'Allegro" 85f.); 5. poCll 
man's food: "Better is a dinner of herbs whc11• 
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith"· 
Prov. 15, 17; 6. O.T.: "bitter herbs": a. lo h1 
ea ten with lamb and unleavened bread (Ex. I 2, 
8); b. points to the nomadic origin of Pesach , 
when only desert herbs were available; c. canw 
to symbolize the bitterness of the bondage 111 
Egypt; 7. Christian: especially powerful, when 
plucked on Ascension Day; for further quail 
tics, v. the individual herbs. 
Hercules 

I. the most obvious type or solar hero: the 
composite Sun-hero, Sacred (Oak) king, and the 
son of the Grcal (Barley/Corn) Goddess; the 
god of windfall and unexpected gain (e.g. Pcr
sius. Sat. 2, 12); 2. the typical killer of mon
sters(= plagues, vices , droughts, floods , etc.)z 11d 
the Amazons (v. Lilith); 3. nobility: "Ex pedc 
Herculem" (proverb): a great man can be 
known even from a small part (leg); 4. the indi
vidual free ing himself in quest of immortalit y, 
exp iating sins through suffering heroism; for his 
self-sacrifice: v. Crem ation; 5. related to ~he 

Emperor of the Tarot pack; 6. in Eliz. times: 
stock figure of the ridiculous, brawny, boister
o us tyrant o n the stage, like Termagant and 
Herod:" ... yet my ch ief humour is for a tyrant , 
I could play Ercles rarely": MND I, 2; 7. 
psych.: he constantly fought with his mother
imago: Hera's persecutions drove him to im
mortal fame; already as a child, killing a snake, 
he overcame the unconscious; from time to 
tim e, the Terrible Mother drove him to mad
ness, once causing him to kill his own children 

'"' ll cra was a Lamia, q.v.): that was the mo
nll'nl when he allowed his libido to regress into. 
1h1• unconscious mother-imago, and identified 
hh11M:lf with her (as Lamia); his club was cut 
I 1nn1 the materna l olive-tree; he conquered the 
Nl"mcan lion in its cave ("grave in the mother's 
womb"); in the end, however, he gave in , and 
Im ,1mc a slave to Omphale ('navel'): he sub
ntlttcd to the unconscious. 
hard 

I . prosperi ty; but v. Multiplicity; 2. in na-
1111.:-myth: a. clouds (fertilizing rain) as the 
'h1·rds of the sun'; it is the task of sun-heroes to 
f'll.1rd them for a while; b. = the herds of 
/\polio, which some of Odysseus' men violated; 
I the Monster Herdsman: the chthonic divinity 

111 wild nature; a common theme in myths, e.g. 
II 11111baba (Gilgamesh Epic), Polypheme 
Olomcr), the man with the club whom Cynon 
111et (Mabinogion). 
herm 

I . phallic pillars and fetish stones (compara
hle to the more general Baetyli); in Greek times 
lhcy were primitive objects of worship, e.g. a 
meteoric stone was worshipped as "Zeus the 
I hunderbolt"; Roman herms were supposed to 
cc•prcscnt Silvanus or Jupiter Terminus, etc.; 
they were set up alo ng roads, or served to mark 
houndaries, but were also particularly numcr
uu~ in Athens; they had later received heads 
11 11(1 had phalli in front, half-way up ; according 
lo llcrodotus they arc of Pelasgian origin; 2. 
MHllC der ive the nam e of the god. Hermes (L. 
Mercury) from 'hcrma' =stone, rock; and point 
uul the stones as the origin of the Hermes cult; 
I. they became the centre of orgiastic dances in 
honour of the Mother-Goddess as Crone (e.g. 
Maia), and then are hardly distinguishable from 
the llccatea (v. Hecate). 
hermaphrodite 

I. creation: a . the God of Creation, linked 
with the Gemini-type; b. androgynous self-
1·rcation; c. Adam before the feminine side 
(Eve) was taken out of him; cf. W. Blake below; 
2. integration: the union of opposites, con
nected with the number two applied to hu
mans; 3. pure happiness in Oneness: expressed 
111 sexual terms, it can o nly fi nd a suffering and 
restless, segregated form on earth; 4. interpre
tive mythology: a. the story of the nymph Sal
macis, who was so desperately in love with 
young Hermaphrodite (the son of Hermes and 
Aphrodite), that she wanted to become com
pletely one with him : Ovid (Metam. 4 , 306ff.); 
h. Minerva springing from Jupiter's head; c. 

Hermes 

many fertility-deities acting as 'couples' may 
have a hermaphroditic origin, e.g. Mars-Venus, 
the Vanir,, a shifting deity like ancient Roman 
Pales, etc.; 

5. a/ell. : Mercury as a two-headed figure ; the 
Alcahest (universal solvent) or Rcbis (double 
thing): the ultimate transmutation leads to a 
substance, in which the male and female arc 
completely united (as in God); it is represented 
in recipes as a hermaphrodite, a two-faced head, 
a man and woman in coition, or the marriage of 
a king and queen; if a grain of gold is added, the 
Stone of Wisdom results (sometimes in powder 
fo rm), with which one can make gold of baser 
metal, or the Elixir of Life; the soul of metal 
has then been transmuted to the Spiritus 
Mundi , represented by a Phoenix rising from 
the Vas Hcrmetica; v. also Mercury, and Fish 
(under Jung); 6. psych. : a. the boy, believing 
that the female is a castrated maJe (or, refusing 
to acknowledge that a woman has not a penis) 
may become so fearful of being castrated him
self, that he becomes a fetishist (transvestite); 
another reason may be the fear, that the vagina 
is the instrument of castration , the so-called 
Vagina Dentata (with teeth), whi ch image may 
be strengthened by fellatio; b. related to the 
witch with a broomstick , who "steals" men's 
penes; 

7 . literary references: A. Dante: natural 
love, as the opposite of Sodomy and of Pasi
phae's kind : "Nostro peccato fu ermafrodito" 
(Purg. 26, 82); B. E. Spenser: symbol of Heaven
ly Beauty; C. W. Blake: a. the original state of 
man in the Paradisial Rose-Garden (Archetypal 
Albion), where he " loved himself", and through 
pride had his second f'all (= the division of the 
sexes, the fall into vegetation, with a need for 
reproduction); sex seen as a still warring cle
ment, an unsolved contradiction; b. doubt; D. 
D. Thomas: ("A Grief Ago":) "She who was 
who I hold .... A stem cementing, wrestled up 
the tower, Rose maid and male, Or, masted 
Venus, through the padd ler's bawl, Sailed up 
the sun"; 8. emblems (for a longer list, v. An
drogyne): a. lotus, scarab, seriient, palm; b. col
our: the "sapJ?hirc-blue nower of the Hermaph
rodite". 
Hermes 

I . the prime phallic god; 2. for the figures of 
Hermes v. Hcrm and Mercury; 3. Hermes 
changed into an ibis, when the Olympians Oed 
to Egypt to escape Typhon; 4. he is first of all a 
wind-god: a. as psychopomp carrying off the 
souls of the dead to the Hereafter; b. leading 
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Hermit, The· (Tarot) 

the Graces (agricultural fert ility) forth from the 
underworld (of winter); c. steals from all, yet is 
the favourite of all gods (as aspects of nature). 
Hermit, The· (Tarot) 

1. other names: Sage, Capuchin; he repre
sents Ancient Wisdom, Diogenes; 2. repre
sented: an old man with a white beard, who is 
wrapped in a large cloak with a dark outside 
(earth) and a blue (or, yellow) inside (heaven); 
he carries a s taff, which is sometimes straight, 
sometimes serpent-twined, and sometimes 
forms a wavy line; in his other hand he holds a 
(six-sided) lantern, sometimes made of clay 
('weak' light of all earthly knowledge); in some 
cards there are mountains (austerity, 'eleva
tion') in the background (sometimes just wavy 
lines); 3. denotes: a. Absolute Wisdom, Know
ing the Way; b. the Absolute Search, the Eter
nal Pilgrim; c. solitary vigilance; d. astro l.: 
Uranus or Neptune•and Leo. 
hero 

I. general: l. all heroes tend to be solar, 
cultural,ordragon-killing heroes (the latter usual
ly finders of Treasures guarded by ch thonic 
monsters); they ar e united in agricultural fertili
ty, related as they are to vita l heat, instruction, 
and killers of natural impediments to fertility; 
v. also King, Sacred - , and Treasure; 2. they 
always fight a 'little holy war' with material 
external forces, which is at the same time ; 
Great Holy War with spiritual, internal forces; 
3. in Germanic legends they are often portrayed 
with eyes of a snake; v. Serpent; 4. in medieval 
lite rature: the Knight; 

II . light or Sun Hero: he usually has a ra
diant face, fair hair, and blue eyes; he is aban
doned at birth, taken care of by wild beasts or 
shepherds, grows miraculously (the sun's quick 
rise above the ho rizon), wears impenetrable 
mail (clouds), has weapons (rays) which never 
miss their mark, possesses dogs, herds, etc. (air 
curr_ents, brilJiant lights, or rain-bringing 
clouds); he travels in a horse-<l rawn (= breeze
drawn) chariot or (sun-) vessel; he often per
forms tasks for those meaner than him self (the 
sun working for the earth); at .the height of his 
career he usually becomes insane, kilJing, capri
cious, o r indo lent (the scorching sun at midday 
or m!dsummer); he loves maidens (dawn, 
gloammg, dew, or moon), but forsakes them, or 
even kills them and wanders on; when the hero 
is absent from the figh t, his companions fare 
badly (sun-kings, who are powerless, when 
there is no sun); he is vulnerable only in one 
spot (normally the Heel), and thus doomed to 
an early death (at night or winter); but before 
he dies he has a last moment o f glory (sunset or 
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glorious autumn); he dies in blood or fire, frn111 
which death he is reborn after 'sleep': he visl u 
the underworld and returns (at dawn or sprlnp ) 

Ill. Cultural hero of the type of Pronu 
theus-Dionysus: I. gives the humans the bc11I 
fices of (agri)culture, fishing, or hunt ing; d 
similar functions of the King, Sacred - ; 2. intro 
duces magically efficacious dances and son1,, , 
and the alphabet; 3. teaches men to make 1111 
plements; 4. determines the course of rive!\, 
and liberates the fertility-ra ins, etc.; 5. o ft r11 
leads his followers to a successful war: war 
deities (e.g. Mars) generally are a lso fertilit y 
deities (or started as such); 

IV. literary references: l. R.M. Rilke: not 
fame, or greatness, but being true to oncscll, 
self-assurance: harmonious, not knowing t lw 
next step (the opposite of Angels); 2. f) 

Thomas: ("My hero bares") a. the poet's ego; h 
his ha nd ; c. hi-s phallus; 

V. psych.: 1. the archetypal hero often 
fights a water-monster, is swallowed up by 11 , 
and then (while the monster swims eastward 
towards sunrise) cuts off a vital part of the in 
testines (e.g. the heart); the monster, killed , re 
mains noat ing as land, and then the hero 
emerges reborn (cf. Night-crossing) ; 2. the sacri 
fice of the hero: inflated personality, as childish 
self, that must be sacrificed if the libido is to 
move forward into active life; 3. the dragon 
killing: a. the dragon represents the negative 
mother-image, the Terrible Mother, the hero's 
resistance to incest, which will immortalize 
him; immortality will be (re)gained when he 
overcomes the dragon (who guards the treasure 
of immortality), which, in turn, is related to the 
serpent guarding a tree or a rock-cave (both 
mother-symbols); the dragon ha s the form of a 
Bull in Mithraism; b. the dragon is also the Ter
rible Father, inspiring fear in the son, who 
wants to supersede him, or to prevent incest 
with his wife; heroism is the typical son-activity 
(beside his fat her's traditionalism); c. killing the 
dragon is killing the a nimal nature within one
self, and at the same time assuming within one
self the energy released by the killing; 4 . hero
development: a. the trickster-stage: the hero is 
instinctual, un inhibited, and often childish ; 
types: Reynard the Fox, the stealing young 
Hermes, Norse Loki; b. the hero as the founder 
of human culture, often combined with the 
recklessness of adolescence; type: Prometheus; 
c. the powerful god -ma n: the fully grown, or 
later adolescent hero: the fo unders of the great 
religions; d. t he Twin-stage: the conjunct ion of 
opposites (introvert a nd extrovert, etc.), which 
makes the invinc ib le types: Romulus and 

Remus, Castor a nd Pollux; however, they may 
'misuse' their power, giving rise to 'hybris' and 
later death; 

VI. v. Archetypes. 
heron 

l. morning: a. as one meaning of the Egyp
tian h ier.; b . the first bird to salute the dawn; 2. 
(re)generation of life: a. another meaning of the 
hier.: the return of Osiris (if 'Bennu' is 'heron' 
und not 'Phoenix'), from whose heart it sprang; 
h. after Aeneas had taken, and ruined, the city 
nt Ardea, a heron rose from its ashes: a bird 
with mournful sound, meagre look, and deathly 
paleness: Ovid (Metam. 14 , 578); 3. provider 
for its young: like the stork; 4. lo ngevity: like 
ull long-necked birds standing at the water-side; 

5. silent memory: a. Germanic Frigga's 
rrown had heron-feathers to sym bolize she 
knew all that happened on earth, but kept si
lent about it; b. in icons, often with a stone in 
its mouth, it symbolizes Silence; 6. da nger over
<'ume: the tail of the heron (but according to 
\ume: of a dove), which had settled on the ship 
nf the Argonauts, was caught by the Symple
itades; it was sent by Athena, to whom the bird 
I\ sacred; 7. indiscretion: fishing in troubled 
water; 8. dual nature: amphibious; 9. melan-
1·holy: "While the old heron from the lonely 
lake Starts slow and flaps his melancholy 
wing": J. Clare ("Emmonsail's Heath in Win
ter" ) ; cf. a lso 2, b; Pliny says they suffer at 
both mating and egg-laying (10, 79); 

10. sacred to the Muses: (with the owl) the 
'heronsaw' (= young heron) "Fowles that to the 
Muses' Queen we vow": G . C hapman ("The 
Tears of Peace"); 11. related to priesthood, gen
erally in a n unfavourable sense: v. Yeats and 
Thomas below; 12. attribute of February; 13 . 
"the eles (eels') foo": G. Chaucer (PoF); 14. 
her.: a. prudence in threatening danger; b. pos
\Cssion of free and r ich fishing waters; 

15 . favo urable omen: hearing a heron on the 
right hand side, sent by Athene, was a favoura
ble omen for Diomedes and Odysseus, when 
they went out to spy on the Trojans in the 
night: Homer (II. 10, 274f.); 16. weather
prediction: a. when they leave the marsh, and 
ny above the clouds they announce storm: 
Vergil (Georg. l, 363ff.); b. "Herons' set c lam
ours gone That rattled up air's t riple Region" 
presages a storm in Chapman ("Eugenia"); cf. 
Aratus (Phaen. 913); when flying towards the 
sea screaming: ra in; 17. literary references: A. 
W.B. Yeats (in the Crazy Jane poems): the 
bishop has the "heron's hunch" upon his back 
(v. also Hunchback); B. D. Thomas: a. ("Poem 
in October":) a. priest; b. paternal phallus; b. 

Hick-a-more 

("Over Sir John's Hill":) the holy, stalking 
heron: fellow singer of his elegy of birds; he 
probably got the idea from Thoth-Hermes Tris
megistus, where the heron is secretary to the 
Gods (through his cousin the Ibis); c. ("Poem 
on a birthday":) image o f the poet, pursuing 
life' s activities; aspiring, killing, and walking in 
shrouds; 18. heron-feathers: were used to orna
ment a knight's dress, especially when out on a 
falcon-hunt; this may explain the juxtaposition 
of " I know a hawk from a handsaw" (= small 
heron) in Ham. 2, 2. 
herring 

I. Celtic: shoals of herrings are led by a big 
Royal Herring, which it is dangerous to kill; 2. 
17th century: a man, who looked weak and 
undone, was said to look like a "shotten her
ring"; 3. D. Thomas: as Fish it shares in the 
phallic sexual symbolism, so that herring-smell
ing of the sea is the smell of female secretion of 
the womb during sexual excitation; 4. proverbs: 
a. "Every herring must hang by its own gill"; b. 
"To fish for a herring and catch a sprat". 
Hesperides, The-

1. the daughters of Atlas and Hesperides, 
living in a garden in the West, on a Blessed 

. Island of the Dead , with ••ees bearing golden 
apples (of death a nd immortality), watched 
over by a dragon; Hercules overcame the drag
on, and took the apples; 2. Treasure-hun. 
symbol, or just a Death-theme: the monster 
Death has to be overcome, before one can reach 
the Apples of Immortality, offered by the 
maidens of Felic ity; 3. other explanations: a. 
Hesperides = eventide; garden = firmament; 
apples = stars; dragon = Zodiac; Hercules= Sun; 
b. or the Hesperides refer to the sunset, when 
the horizon has the green-yellow-red of an 
apple-tree, and the sun half-sunk, looks like an 
apple; if you cut an apple transversely you see 
the 5 seeds, which are the stars of Hesperus, the 
Evening-Star (sacred to Aphrodite, whose 
priestess lured the Sacred Sun-king to his 
death). 
hibiscus 

1. an exotic (tropical and sul>-tropical) 
genus of the mallow-family; 2. delicate beauty; 
3. D.H. Lawrence: a rose-red princess; Eve put 
it in her hair "before she humbled herself"; 
now misused by Sicilian Bolshevists by wearing 
it in their button-ho le. 
Hick-a-more 

nursery-rhyme: an incomprehensible, but 
powerful something: "Hick-a-more, Hack·a
more Hung on a kitchen door; Nothing so long, 
And nothing so stro ng, As Hick-a-more, Hack
a-more, Hung on the kitchen door''. 
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Hickory, dickory, dock 

Hickory, dickory, dock. 
a counting-out rhyme, using as first line 

words which resemble Westmoreland shepherds' 
telling-numbers (for 8, 9 , and 10): "Hickory, 
dickory , dock, The mouse ran up the clock. 
The clock struck one, The mouse ran down, 
Hickory, dickory, dock". 
hide.and-seek 

in the 0.T. at a wedding-feast, the bride hid 
in the garden, and all the guests went out to 
seek her, in courtesy leaving it to the groom to 
find her (e.g. SoS 8, 13); this may be a relic of 
the o ld marriage by capture, or the garden = 
vulva, as so often in the 0.T. (also in SoS). 
high way 

O.T.: "we will go by the king's high way": 
not robbing right a nd left (with ref. to the 
king's ways of Edom, <ltc.: Num. 20, 17 and 21, 
22); the King's High Way was supposed to be 
under the special protection of the king and 
therefore safe. 
hill 

I . shares in the height-symbolism of Moun
tain; 2. place of worship: a. it is nearer heaven, 
and therefore a ladder to heaven, and a primi
tive altar; b. related to the burial barrow with 
ancestor-worship; c. in the last days "the moun
tain of the Lord's house ... shall be exalted 
above the hills": Isa. 2, 2; d. place of religious 
'adultery'; 3. r!ace of meditation: "Others 
apart sat on a hill retired In thoughts more ele
vate, a nd reasoned high, Of providence, fore
knowledge, will, and fate ... ": Milton (Par. Lost 
2, 557ff.); 4. fertility: (cf. the barren moun
tain) the place, where the vine grows, the place 
of the sacred dew, etc.; but compared with 
plain-dwellers, hill-tribes are the possessors of 
woods, cattle, and minerals; there is an eternal 
enmity between them: since Gilgamesh's jour
ney to the Cedar Forest; 

5. a place of innocent pleasures (especially 
of love): a. "Let the floods clap their hands: let 
the hills be joyful together": Ps. 98, 8; b. the 
beloved "cometh .... skipping upon the hills" in 
the SoS, with sexual connotation; c. "When the 
voices of children are heard on the green And 
laughing is heard on the hill": W. Blake 
("Nurse's Song"); 6. related to the winds: a. = 
passions, passage of time, etc.: v. Wind; b. 
"Great winds blow upon high hills": proverb; 7. 
freedom from care: related to a shepherd's life: 
"O God! me thinks it were a happy life ... To 
sit upon a hill, as I do now, To carve out dials 
quaintly, point by point, Thereby to see the 
minutes how they run ... ": 3H6 2, 5; and Diony
sus wanders on the tops of the hills; 8. everlast
ingness: a. "As old as the hills": proverb; b. v. 
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Gen. 49 , 26; 9. place of echo: "Halloo your 
name to the reverberate hills And make t 111 
babbling gossip of the air Cry out 'Olivia! "' 
Tw. N.1,5; . 

10. place where help comes from: Ps. 12 1 
I; 11. Norse: a. entrance to Valhalla ; b. 1h1 
carefree place of the dead ; 12. place of battle,, 
13. combinations: A. Holy Hill: a. in the Bibll' 
Zion (e.g. Ps. 2, 6); b. Dante: related to 1h1 
Delectable Mountain (heaven); also that of 
Bunyan; B. Woman (or Folk) of the Hill: lri\h 
Banshee (q.v.). the fairy-folk, the sidh-fol k 
(place of refuge for a subdued, smaller race);(' 
Hill of Howth: the promontory overlookin1• 
Dublin Harbour; it is an ancient burial-site ol 
Irish kings and Queens, with Howth Castle on 
it: in "Finnegan's Wake" seen as the head o f a 
sleeping giant, whose body is the peninsula; I), 

the Hill of Doom: on which Ate fe ll when sh1• 
was thrown out of Olympus by Zeus; later Troy 
was built there: Homer ( II. 19, 126). Lyco· 
phron (29). 
hind 

I. grace, elegance; 2. acute hearing; 3. timid 
ity; in an unfavourable sense: cowardice: a 
"You are a sha llow cowardly hind": IH4 2, 3, 
b. "these heartless hinds": Rom. I, I ; v. Lion, 
4 . innocence, purity, chastity : a. Dryden: the 
hind = Catholicism ; the spotted , but beautiful 
panther = Anglicanism ; b. "While she, the pic
ture of pure piety, Like a white hind ... ": Luer. 
543f.; 

5. related to Artemis: a. she is sometim~ 
worshipped as Elaphios = 'hind-like'; b. she had 
hinds before her golden chariot which fed on 
trefoil-clover: the fo ur hinds = the Great Lunar 
Year (v. Four); they may have been Northern 
reindeer because of the horns; v. Pinda r 
(Olymp. O. 3, 29ff.); c. the Artemis-hind cull 
was supplanted by the Hera-cow cult (cf. the 
goat-horse sequence); 6. related to Juno: the 
five hinds with the golden horns (bigger than a 
bull's). which Artemis-Diana chased in Thessa
ly, were caught by her except one: Hera-Juno 
saved the fifth ; 7. one's own wife: "Let her be 
as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her 
breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou 
ravished always with her love": Prov. 5, 19; 8. 
motherly love: a. in Jacob's prophecy Naphtali 
would be a hind let loose, producing beautiful 
young ones; b. because the hind is the symbol 
of motherly love, the worst picture Jer. could 
think of was a hind leaving her young behind; c. 
little stones found in hinds ease birth ; 9. em
blem of dawn; 'Esther'= 'Hind of Dawn'; 

JO. sure-footedness; 11. wisdom: pursue the 
hind = pursue wisdom; 12. search for immortal-

1ty: the hind which Heracles followed, hid un
der a wild-apple tree; he followed her to the 
llyperboreans, famous in apple-tree lore, so it 
became the search for the apple-paradise; cf. 
llart ; 13. for 'swearing by hinds and roes' as 
probably referring to God: v. Roe; 14. low 
birth, boors: a. the opposite of the lion of aris
tocracy: "The hind that would be mated by the 
hon Must die of love": A 'sW. l , I (v. Err. 3, l); 
b . "Tis like the commons, rude unpolished 
hinds": 2H6 3, 2; 15 . the Golden Hind: the 
\hip, in which Sir Francis Drake sailed around 
the world ; 16. v. Deer, Hart, Doe, Roe. 
Hippocrene 

' Horse-well': a spring arising on Mount Heli
con of the Muses; so 'to drink Hippocrene' = to 
get inspiration; according to a n interpretive 
legend it sprang up at the stamping of the hoof 
of Pegasus; but the horse as such is sacred to 
the Great Goddess of Inspiration (as Mare
goddess). 
hippomanes 

I. there are several interpretations of the 
word: a. the black fleshy growth on the fore
head of the foal, which is bitten off !'Y the 
marl.' immediately after given birth: "torn from 
the head of the new-born colt, before its moth
er took it": Vergil (Aen. 4, 515f.); it has the 
power of a love-potion (Pliny 8, 66; Ovid: De 
Art. Am. 2, 100); b. a 'poison' (the slimy secre
tion) that drips from a mare's genitals, when 
she is in heat: e.g. Vergil (Georg. 3, 20); "which 
drips from the yearning mare when Venus 
breathes passion into unbridled herds": Tibul
lus (2, 4 , 57f.); c. an Arcadian plant (Theocr. 2, 
48); 2. as a love-potion its effectiveness is in
creased by the blood of the beloved; but Ovid 
warns against the use of it: "do not t rust the 
obnoxious slime of the mare in heat" as a cos
metic {De Med. Fae. 38); it is so potent that it 
makes all mares and fillies rave in the moun
t.a.ins: Theocritus (2, the Spell); 3. v. Horse. 
hippopotamus 

l. insensibility; 2. dual nature: amphibious, 
water, mother; 3. strength and vigour: e.g. in 
the Egyptian hier.; 4. Egypt: a. sacred to Set, 
who took that form, when Horus revenged 
Osiris' death on him (especially revered as such 
in Hermapolis); b. Taueret (Ta-urat), goddess of 
maternity, sometimes mother of Osiris; 5. impie
ty, gross materialism: a. an attribute of Impiety 
in a medieval icon; b. T.S. Eliot : the luke-warm 
(dual), h ypocritically materialistic, infirm mass 
of believers of the Anglican Church, who can 
yet be saved by the Blood of the Lamb; 6. Plu
t.ardr : murder, impudence, violence, injustice; 
they even kill their fathers to copulate with 

hobby-horse 

their mothers: thus the opposite of the stork 
(Clevern. of Anim. 4); 7. Behemoth, q.v., in Job 
40, 15-24. 
hoard 

I. etym. covers meanings ranging from 
'hidden' to 'fe!flale genitials'; 2. v. Treasure. 
hoarwness 

also related to silence: Dante (Inf. C. l, 63), 
referring to Vergil, says he was 'hoarse from 
long silence'. 
hobbling 

a hobbling dance: A. to prevent the sacred 
Heel (q.v.) of the sun-king from touching the 
earth; the dance became an imitation of his 
gait, which was caused by : J. a dislocation of 
the hip in a wrestling match with a divinity (or 
a preceding king); cf. Jacob's wrestling; 2. cut
ting off the genitals of the sun-king before his 
death; 3. exaggeration of the gait of an aggres
sive, ithyphallic man; B. in orgiastic rites of fer
tility, culminating in the mutilation of the 
male, followed by: a. the burial ('planting' for 
fertility) of the genitals; b. the eating of the 
genitals by priestesses (as sympathetic magic of 
fecundity); 't. imitatio11 of fruit-harvesting (e.g. 
the grape); C. war-dances: imitation of the par
tridge-cock (q.v.). who keeps one spurred foot 
forward, ready to strike; as the partridge is also 
a symbol of fertility, the dances of Band Care 
hard to distinguish (in the same way as war
gods a nd goddesses are also fertility-deities); D. 
these sacred rites left remnants: a. in a stylized 
form of those rites in Greek tragedy. which be
gan as a compulsive re-enacting of the lives (and 
'walks') of those ancient god-heroes by bus
kined actors; b. the wriggling of the bottoms of 
the prostitutes, called 'salmakides' (rel. to 
'saleuma' = swinging of buttocks, which is re
lated to the root s+m of so many 'kings'); even 
elegant ladies thought it a compliment to be 
called 'heilipodes' =dragger of feet. 
hobby-horse 

1. one of the traditional characters of the 
old Morris-dance, introduced into England in 
the reign of Edward II.I by John of Gaunt from 
Spain and performed on May-Day, Whitsuntide, 
etc.; however, they must have fitted in an older 
tradition, e.g. the Robin Hood festivals on 
May-Day; a 'horse' was fastened round the mid
dle of a man; later the Puritans (recognizing 
their religious significance) forbade their per

·formance ("the hobby-horse is forgot": Ham.); 
2. they are related to Boreas' matings with 
mares, and the Centaurs; 3. they connect the 
witches with both horse and broomstick; and 
they are related to the May-pole dance; 4. o~;gi
nally rain and fertility-ceremonies, connecting 
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hobgoblin 

horse and moon, and usually performed at a 
change of the season: midwinter, carnaval, mid
summer; 5. folly: it gets you nowhere; 6. 
drudge, 'hackney': v. LLL 3, l ; 7. loose woman 
(also 'hackney'): a. Bianca returning the hand
kerchief to Cassio: "give it your hobby-horse: 
wheresoever you had it ... ": 0th. 4 , l; b. "My 
wife is a hobby-horse; deserves a name As rank 
as any flax-wench that puts-to Before her 
troth-plight": Wint. I, 2. 
hobgoblin 

l. shares in the general symbolism of Dwarf, 
Goblin, etc.; 2. his specific characteristics: a. he 
often hides in the dark corners, from which he 
starts ·children; b. generally friendly, but mis
chievous; 3. in Shakespeare Puck and Robin 
Goodfellow are called thus: MND 2, l, and Wiv. 
5 , 5. 
Hocus-pocus 

probably derived from "Hoc est corpus", 
when the transfiguration of the Eucharist was 
parodied in the Witches' Grand Master perform
ing a Black Mass. 
hoe 

1. agriculture, fertility; 2. diligence; 3. elec
tion of the Chosen; 4. her. : usually the same 
meaning as Spade: claiming a right to a part of 
common grounds, with the obligation to culti
vate it. 
hog 

1. filth, impurity; 2. voracity; 3. slothful
ness, stupidity: "What can one expect from a 
hog but a grunt": proverb; 4. selfishness, ingrat
itude: "The hog never looks up to him that 
threshes down the acorns": proverb; 5. sensual
ity: Odysseus' companions were changed into 
hogs by Circe; 6. plunge into corruption, from 
higher to lower; 7. special religious meanings: a. 
Egypto-Hebraic: 'unclean' (originally sacred to 
the Great Goddess); b. attribute of Dionysus; c. 
attribute of St. Anthony, who had conquered a 
hog(= impure desires); 8. v. Boar, Pig, Sow. 
hole 

l. often represented as: a. a stone with a 
hole in it: for their magical properties v. Cattle 
and Stone; b. doors with pillars and lintel; c. a 
wound inflicted, especially 'at initiation; 2. 
vulva; 3. opening into another world; 4. the 
Mystic Centre, the Navel of the World, Heaven; 
5. proverb: "If wind blows on you through a 
hole, Make your will and take care of your 
soul". 
Holland 

1. famous for its linen: a. "O she's ta'en out 
her handkerchief, It was o • the holland sae 
fine": ballad 'The Douglas Tragedy'; b. John 
Steward's wife had a "holland smock" in the 

254 

ballad 'Childe Maurice"; c. Elizaoethan: the 
finest lawn: the opposite of Dowlas coarse 
linen; ref. 1H4 3, 3; 2. sailing: "Sae bonny wiU 
the Hollan's boats Come rowin' till your han' ": 
the ballad "Young Bekie"; 3. drinking: a. the 
Dutch taught the English to drink , according to 
Nashe ("Pierce Penniless"), though in 1530 
Rabelais already said "as drunk as an English
man"; b. "I have learned it(= a song) in England 
where they are most potent in pottling: 
your Dane, your German, and your swag-bellied 
Hollander - Drink, ho! - are nothing to your 
English": 0th. 2, 3; 4. gluttony and stinginess; 
5. rude, uncivilized : "the blunt Hollanders": 
3H6 4, 8; cf. a 'Dutch concert': a loud
mouthed, brawling party; 6. J. Donne: "Spongy 
hydroptic Dutch " ('Elegy on his mistress'); 7. 
Renaissance: a country of new ideas, inven
tions, and harbour for those persecuted for reli
gion (various forms of protestantism as well as 
Jews); a'f the same time: bourgeois puritanism 
('talk like a Dutch uncle'); 8. proverb: "The 
children in Holland take pleasure in making, 
What children in England take pleasure in 
breaking"; 9. child/ore: the word HOLLAND 
written as a cryptic message on the back of 
their envelopes: "Hope Our Love Lasts And 
Never Dies''. 
hollow 

l. the abstract form of Cave (q.v.): mother
symbol, the unconscious, etc.; 2. the inverse of 
Mountain (q.v.); or Hill; 3. the abode of: a. 
Death; b. the unconscious; 4. for Hollow Man: 
v. Man. 
holly 

I. general: a. an evergreen: in Europe the 
genus was more richly represented in earlier 
geological times; b. the flowers are white, and 
male or female on different plants; with the red 
berries and green leaves forming the most com
mon colour~ombination of the Great God
dess; c. the prickly leaves were considered 
'male', and the smooth 'female'; d. in the Celtic 
Tree-alphabet it corresponds with the letter T, 
and the period July 8 - August 24, = the 8th 
month; 2. represents the second half of the 
year, and mid-winter especially: A. Saturnalia: 
a. Saturn's club was holly, to represent the sec
ond half of the year; b. the ass was sacrificially 
killed with holly in Rome, at the mid-winter 
Saturnalia; B. related to the Celtic Green 
Knight: he is the Holly-Knight, following (at 
the Midsummer's "New Year") the Oak-Knight 
(Gawain), who was to reign from the Mid
winter New Year; so the Holly-<>ak (v. next) is 
the twin of the ordinary oak; in Hector's dream 
(Quest of the H. Grail 8) Lancelot wears a robe 

~piked with holly and sits on an ass; cf. Sir 
Marhaus bringing happiness and riches by kill
in11 the giant sitting under a holly-tree (Malory 
4, 25); C. Christmas: a. the early Christians 
look over the Holly from the Saturnalia, to re
present Christmas; b. as such it stands for: a. 
l'lcrnal life: evergreen; b. hospitality; c. peni
lcnce: prickly; c. it is even given prevalence 
uver the oak: a. it is connected with the T-sign: 
C'rucifixion; b. the thorns: the Passion of 
Christ; c. the red berries : drops of his blood: 
love unto death; d. St. John, connected with 
the oak (June 24) was followed by Christ, con
nected with the Holly; 3. harvest: a. corre
'ponds with the number 8 (v. 1, c): increase; so: 
domestic happiness, and wedding-gift; b. con
nected with the barley-harvest, but also with 
the vine: a holly-bush on a stake was a tavern
sign in Chaucer's t ime (Prol. to the Cant. Tales); 
4. the male: in the combination with the ivy, 
the latter stands for the female, the former for 
1hc male; 

5. goodwill, friendship: a. Rome: sent as gift 
at the Saturnalia; b. M.A. : wreaths were sent as 
tokens of good wishes; c. satiric: "Heigh - ho! 
sing, heigh - ho! Unto the green holly: most 
friendship is feigning, most loving mere fo lly": 
A YL 2, 7; 6. foresight; 7. astrol. : related to 
Saturn; 8. her.: a. t ruth ; b. penitence; 9. combi
nations: a. holly-branch: for a curious descrip
tion of a knight and a lady with holly round 
their brows: v. Unicorn; b. holly-berries (Celtic): 
a. prolong and renew life; b. source of su
pernatural knowledge; c. holly-bush : J. Joyce: 
the tree of life, renewal; v. 3, b; d. sea-holly: 
(perhaps = the 'sea-ivy' of Wint . 3, 3): in Eliz. 
times the root (called Eryngo) was a sweetmeat 
and an aphrodisiac; v. Sea-holly separate; 

10. folklore: a. as Christmas-decoration: of
ten even in Christian churches (where mistletoe 
was not allowed), and sometimes a sprig was 
kept for a year; b. medicinal and aphrodisiac: 
potent weapon against witchcraft: (Pliny 24, 
72); c. fuel: holly burns 'like wax' when green, 
but there is a tabu against doing so: it spells 
death; d. (like the Oak:) a tree growing near the 
house protects it from thunder and lightning. 
holly oak 

I. the Quercus Ilex, or holm-<>ak, different 
from (but as far as its associations is concerned 
often mixed up with) the common holly (Ilex 
Aquifolium); 2. Britain: symbol of the Great 
Spirit; 3. Ovid: from under a dark ilex-tree the 
fountain sprang up, into which Byblis was 
changed, who had a repudiated passion for her 
brother (Metam. 9, 665); 4. Pliny: longevity: 
some of the holly oaks were older than the city 
of Rome itself (16 , 87). 

honey 

hollyhock 
l. a species of Malvaceae, similar to the 

marsh-mallow; it is a native of China; it repro
duces easily; 2. ambition: "hollyhocks that aim 
too high Red into grey and tumble down, Late 
roses filled with early snow": T.S. Eliot ("East 
Coker" 2); 3. fruitfulness , fecundity. 
home 

l. the girl's prison and the woman's work
house: G.B. Shaw ("Maxims for Revolution
ists" ); 2. the long home: O.T.: the grave (Eccl. 
12, 5). 
homosexuality 

associated with the following groups: 1. the 
Bible: a. the male prostitutes, given the worst 
name they could think of : 'dogs' (q.v.); b. iri 
Rom. l , 26 Lesbian women are condemned; 2. 
Greek: a. the 'aesthetes' (Socrates was also ac
cused of perverting the youths of Athens); b. 
Sappho on the island of Lesbos ; 3. Roman : 
(ref. to Ovid's Metam.) A. among men: a. Jove 
for Ganymede; b. Apollo for Hyacinthus (10, 
162ff.) and Cyparissus (10, 106ff.) ; c. Orpheus 
(10, 83ff.): 'set the fashion'; B. among women: 
Sappho: 'Lesbians, whose love made me in
famous' (Ovid, Her. 15, 201); v. also Trans
vestite; 4. M.A.: a. especially the Albigensians 
were accused of it; b. Chaucer: the 'Pardoner': 
had "a voice, small as a goat's, as if lately 
shaven; I trow he was a mare or a gelding"; 5. 
psych. (Freud): a. result of a boy identifying 
himself too much with his mother, combined 
with a strong hostility towards his father (for 
the identifica tion cf. the castrati of the Cybele
cult in Rome); b. a boy not passing through the 
complete cycle of oral, anal, and phallic-vulva 
stages; c. delusion of persecution. 
honey 

l. food of the gods, heaven-sent food: A. 
Q.T.: the Lord would have given 'honey out of 
the rock' to Israel, if they had been obedient: 
Ps. 81, 16; B. Greek: a. the nectar of the Gods 
on Olympus; b. Dionysus was fed on honey; it 
was also sacred to Hecate (as Queen-bee), and 
Hermes; c. eternal bliss: used in embalment; d. 
honey<akes were sacrificed to Artemis on the 
crossroads (ref. in Browning's "Artemis Pro
logizes"); a similar practice, to a similar god
dess, must have existed among the Canaanites, 
because there is a strict ·prohibition to use 
honey in the unleavened 'meat offerings' (Lev. 
2, 11 ); e. one of the four libat ions (with water, 
m ilk, and oil); C. Norse: mixed with the b lood 
of the K vasir (= the saliva of the Aesir and 
Vanir) it produced: a. the drink of the gods; b. 
the mead of the poets; D. Christian: the Eucha
rist; 

2. poetic ecstasy: a. "Weave a circle round 
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honeymoon 

him thrice, And close your eyes with holy 
dread, For he on honey-dew has fed, And 
drunk the milk of Paradise": Coleridge ("Kubla 
Khan"); even though this 'honey-dew' may be 
the excretion by aphides on leaves and stems, 
and other possibilities have been suggested, the 
association with 'honey' and celestial food is 
unmistakable ; b. v. I , B, b; 3. wisdom, spiritual 
riches: a. "My son , eat tho u honey, because it is 
good ... So shall the knowledge o f wisdom be 
unto thy soul...": Prov. 24, I 3f.; v. also I Sam. 
14, 24ff.; b. spiritual self-improve ment: the 
production of honey regarded as a mys terio us 
and elaborate process (e.g . Orphic); 4. elo
quence: a. "pleasant words are as an honey 
comb": Prov. 16, 24; b. "And I, of ladies most 
deject and wretched, That sucked the honey of 
his music vows ... ": Ham. 3, I; 

5. sweetness : 'Thy lips, 0 my spouse , drop 
as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under 
thy tongue" : SoS 4, 11; 6. abundance: " ... the 
Lord sware unto their fathers that he would 
give us, a land that Ooweth with milk and 
honey" : Josh. 5, 6; ?.honour, chastity, virgini
ty: "My honey is lost, and I a drone-like bee ... " 
(Luer. 836 ), and (he) "sucked the honey which 
thy chaste bee kept" (Luer. 840) ; 8. flattery, 
deceit: the lips of the ' strange' woman in Prov. 
5, 3; 9. lust : deceptive lust, blinding man to 
the dangers beset ting him : v. Barlaam and 
Josaphat ; 

IO. slumber: " the honey-heavy dew o f slum
ber": Caes. ?, I; I I . initiation: the process of 
the production of hont. .. ' compared to rebirth, 
or change of persona lit> after initiat ion (e.g. 
Egypt); the curious story of Glaucus being 
drowned in honey may be related to burial in 
ho ney as practised in Babylon: Herodotus (I, 
197); 12. food o f the prophet in the desert: 
locusts with 'wild honey' was the food of John 
the Baptist (Matth. 3, 4): a rather tasteless 
Ouid from a tree may be meant here; 13. D. 
Thomas: the heat, the 'boiling' of love and fer
tility, to be found in the hives (= wombs); 14. 
combinations: A. for honey-dew: v. 2, a; B. 
honey-comb: (apart from the cases mentioned) 
a. labyrinth, confusion; b. foresight (storage); 
C. 'honey-stalks' (= stalks of clover): are fatal 
to sleep, if taken in too great quantities; re f. 
Tit. Andr. 4 , 4; 15. folklore: used in various 
ways in cosmetics: Ovid (De Med. Fae.); an in
gredient in numerous medicinal compounds, 
and a preservative ; 16. v. Bee. 
honeymoon 

originally the Germanic custom of only 
drinking honeymead for a month after the 
wedding, by the relatives of the couple, and/or 
the couple themselves. 
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honeysuckle 
l. the usual name in England for the com 

monest species of hone ysuckle being " wood 
bine", both plants have been listed here (in the 
US 'woodbine' refers to the Virginia Creeper), 
the plant is noticeable for its fragrance, even 
when wild ; 2. frum of old an object of worship, 
comparable to the Lotus (e.g. found on Nine 
veh monuments); one o f the ingredients of 
nectar; 3. love: a. woodbine (with Rose and 
Lily) are Love 's emblem s in Beaumont and 
Fle tcher's love-song from "Valentinian"; b_ 
"luscious woodbine": MND 2 , I; c. twininr. 
woodbines as symbol for two lovers: " Aft hae I 
rov'd by bonie Doon To see the woodbine 
twine" (Burns: The Banks O'D.); d. D.H. Law
rence: voluptuousness (woodbine in "Dog· 
tired"); e. Gr.: a crown of ivy and woodbine: 
for the lover wooing a maid: e.g. Polyphemus 
wooing Galatea ; 4. fraternal love (or strife fo r 
love): hawthorn and honeysuckle were to be 
found at the grove, where Palamon and Arcite 
fought for the love of Emily: Chaucer 
("Knight's Tale") ; 5. related to Moon and Pearl, 
q.v.; 6 . her.: its leaf: nothing to which I cling is 
injured; 7. astral.: related to Mars; 8. folklore: 
one way of birth-prevention by a witch is putt
ing up a bush of woodbine: v. ballad "Willy 's 
Lady". 

hood 
l. invisibility: a. death; b. detachment from 

the material world , striving after pure spirituali
ty (cf. the veil of the nuns); c. red hoods: v. 
Dwarfs; 2. spiritual blindness, limited vision: 
e.g. in T.S. Eliot's "Waste Land" ( 4), where 
hooded hordes swarm over endless plains, with
out a leader, like men walking round in a ring, 
looking before their feet ; 3. psych.: a. regres· 
sion : ll'aking psychic content invisible; b. 
(Jung) the celestial world, the highest sphere 
(sharing the height-symbolism of Head); 4 . her.: 
usually the falcon's hood, to represent the per
fected art of the hunt; 5. M.A.: it generally had 
a phallic cone-shape, related to the Phrygian 
cap; cf. Cabiri; 6. shares in the further symbol
ism of Hat, Head, and Cape; v. also Riding 
Hood. 
hoof 

I. cloven: a. O.T.: clean animal, if it chews 
the cud; b. mark of the Devil: fitting the 
Horned God; c. separation, treachery; 2. v. 
Horse (e.g_ for its relation to the Moon), and 
other animals with hoofs. 
hook 

I. Love ('amor ') was thought to be related 
to 'amus' = 'hook'; the pendant, worn by Chau
cer's Prioress, containing the words "Amor 
vincit omnia" may express another double 

mea ning : mixing 'vincere' (= conquer) wi th 
'vincire ' (= to b ind); the source o f the quo ta
tio n is in Vergil (Eel. 10, 69): "omnia vincit 
Amor"; 2. re lated to eyes: misdirected j udg
ment : "Why of eyes' falsehood hast thou 
lorged hooks, Whereto the judgment o f my 
hear t is t ied" : Sonn. 137; 3. the baited hook : 
of love: "Thy baited hooks shall ta ngle me no 
mo re" : Wyatt ("A Reno uncing of Love"); 4 . 
lhe hooks and eyes of memory : Coleridge; 5. 
male symbo l (Freud). 
hoopoe (hoopoo) 

I. apart from its long, slender . slightly 
curved bill, and the crest w hich is raised when 
1he bird is disturbed, it is noticeably fearless of 
man; during co urtship the male feeds the fe
male, and after hatching the yo ung as well ; 2 . 
parenta l care; in Egypt a scept re surmounted by 
a hoopo e means virtuous affect ion ; 3. a royal 
bird, because of its crest ; in an unfa vo urable 
sense : ostenta tion , vanity; Pliny (10, 44) 
stresses its changing shapes; 4. poverty, filth, 
a ttribute of Baseness: it feeds like a pig; 5. re
lated to the metamorphosis of Tereus: he was 
transformed into a hoopoe with a crest (' look
ing as if ready fo r war ' ), when he wanted to kill 
his wife Procne (swallow, q.v.) and Philomela 
(nigh t ingale, q .v.); he s till cries 'pou , pou' (Gr. 
'where, where') ; he has been explained as the 
rising sun. 
hop· 

I. beer; mirth; 2 . injustice: it stiOes all the 
plants to which it clings and by gm.wing prodi
giously it soon covers a fie ld comple tely ; 3. pas
sion: clinging; yet also: humility and trust; 4 . 
pride : overwhelming; 5. astral.: related to Mars. 
horizon 

often seen as temples : places, where this 
world and the o ther meet , the Land o f the 
Dead, 'Paradise', where corn grows highest, t he 
" horns of the earth" ; in Egyptian hier. it is re
presented as two horn-l ike mountains, with the 
sun (egg-shaped) rising between them ; cf. also 
Horn for altar. 
horn 

I . the d iffic ulties with th e symbolism oft he 
word 'ho rn' mainly arise fro m the fact, tha t the 
horns of animals, and the musical instrument , 
a re the same word, and of the same origin; but 
generally when the Shofar is mentioned in the 
Bible, the t ranslation has 'trumpe t'; further 
Biblical references may b e to the ho rn of o il, 
and the ho rns of the altar ; 

2. power, strength, fertility: A. rela ted to all 
the Sun (and Earth or River)-gods: a. in paleo
lithic paintings; b. on the altars (v. below) _to 

horn 

represent the strength o f the Bull-god Yahweh; 
c . Pan, bu t also some Jupiters and Apollos; d . 
the horns (often gilded to stress their reference 
to golden fert ility) of the r iver-gods : e.g. Ovid 
(Metam. 13 , 894 ; 15, 565) and Vergil (Georg. 
4 , 370 f.) ; they were also bull-gods and come 
near the moon-goddesses of 2, B; e. Minos, the 
ear th-god's creative power ; f. Osiris; g. Odin, 
Thor, Loki, e tc.; h. the devils ; B. moon-god
desses: a. rela ted to Venus: at the Venalia in 
Cyprus heifers w ith spreading horns, covered 
with gold, were sacrificed: Ovid (Metam. I 0, 
27 1 ); as ' cornuta' she was especially revered 
in Egypt fa lling in with lsis-Ha thor-lo and all 
the Moon and Sea-goddesses: e.g. the Christian 
represen tations, in which Mary stands on a 
half-globe (with serpent) from which Moon 
horns s tick ou t at the sides; b. co nnected with 
fe male h um idity through the Moon : in Ovid 
(Meta m. 9 , 783) the moo n-horns of Isis shot 
forth gleams of light : "im itataque lunam cor
nua fulserun t"; C. fertility: a . Bacchus-Diony
sus was 'corniger', later explained as indicating, 
tha t inso lence and temerity normally accom
pa ny intoxicat ion; ref. Ovid (De Arte Am. I, 
232; 2, 380, e tc.); moreover the 'horned child' 
Dionysus was especially revered al Crete, from 
which came the firs t wine, and where they had 
goats with enorm ous horns; Zagreus is only his 
Cretan counterpart ; for the Dionysus-worship
ping horned wo men of Laphyst ia : v. Lyco
phron (1 237); b. fruit grows from the horns of 
the dead Bull in Mithraism ; c. v. also 2, B , b, 
and Corn ucop ia; D. general power: a. Babylo
nian kings had themselves port rayed with one 
or more pa irs of (bull)horns, depending on their 
powe r; there a re Greek coins of Alexander as 
the son o f Amon , with ram's horns; also of 
some of his successors; b. " All the horns of the 
w icked also will be cut o ff ; but the horns of the 
r ighteous sha ll be exalted": Ps. 75, 10; in Ps. 
92, IO the "exalted ho rn" is re la ted to oil; also 
" T here will I make the ho rn of David to bud: I 
have o rda ined a lamp for mine ano inted": Ps. 
132 , 17; several times the horn seems a refer
ence to the phallus, e.g. Jer . 48; 25: 'The horn of 
Moab is cut off, and his a rm is broken" (and 
Job 16, 15), which may re fer to the usage, still 
prac ticed in the Near East , o f emasculating the 
corpses o f the enem ies; c. in Zechariah's vision 
(I, l 8ff.) there are 4 horns: 4 powers that scat
te red Israe l, now to be ' frayed' by the 4 'car
pe nte rs' (= generally tradesmen, who work in 
stone , wood , e tc.); d . in Egyptian hier. : one 
meaning is: 'what is above the head', i.e. eleva
tion, glory; 

3. altar: the horns of consecration: a . the 4 
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horn 

horns at the corners of the altar were seen as 
the ends of the earth (v. a lso Horizon) : the bull 
(or cow) himself as the earth, and vegetative life 
(v. Bull), and a sacrificial table (especially for 
vegetative sacrifices); there may be a connec
tion with the Cornucopia, which was often re
presented as double (so not for drink ing pur
poses); b. the horns of the shew-table (and the 
incense-table) are described in _Ex. 27ff.; they 
have been expla ined as God's authority and 
power, and as a sign that the altar was dedi
cated to Yahweh; on the horns was to be put 
the blood of the sacrificial animal 'with thy fin
ger '; v. also Bull; c. altars with four horns are 
extant from the Late Bronze Age of Canaan 
(1500-1200 B.C.); 

4. salvation, immortality: a. the durability 
of the horn suggests eternal life (cf. evergreens); 
b. the horn of salvation in Luke I, 69 refers to 
the powerful Messiah; c. in England stag-horns 
were p laced on graves for immortality; 

5. protection, asylum: all around the Medi
terranean the horns of the al tars provided sanc
tuary: I Kings I , 50; and Ovid (Metam 5, 103) 
relates that among the 'Ethiopians' altar horns 
were a lso gripped for protection; 6. beginning: 
a. Egyptian hier.: "open a path for oneselr'; b. 
the Zodiac-cycle starts with two horned animals 
(Aries and Taurus); v. also Jung below; 7. fideli
ty: a horn of fidelity was sent by Morgan le Fay 
to Arthur: when a woman, who had been un
faithful to her husband tried to drink from it 
its conten ts were spilled: Malory (8, 34 ); 8'. 
phallus and cuckoldom : "the horn the horn 
the lusty horn, Is not a thing to laugi1 to scorn': 
(A YL 4, 2); cf. a lso Ado I , I ; Wiv. 2, 1 ; LLL 4, 
I, etc.; 9. madness, rage: a. mad at being cuck
olded: e.g. Wiv.- 3, 5; b. mad like a horned ani
mal in rutting-time: so mad that they attack 
anything: " ... sure my master is horn-mad .... ! 
mean not cuckold-mad ; But, sure, he is stark 
mad": Err. 2, I ; 

10. psych. (Jung): a. penetration, mascu
line, active; b. receptacle, feminine; 11. combi
nations: A. horn-book: a 'primer' for reading, 
made of horn, w ith a sheet in it, beginning with 
a cro~ (v. criss-cross) , then th<! alphabet, and 
then some prayers; B. horn-bow: Apollo gave 
Orestes a horn bow to fight the Erinyes; C. 
horned demons: in Dante's " Inferno" horned 
demons punish the Panderers (especially those, 
who avariciously sold women) and Lying Se
ducers (C. 18) by sco urging their naked bodies; 
D. horn gate: prophetic dreams leave the City 
of Dreams through a Horn Gate (cf. Ivory) : 
Homer (Od. 19, 562ff.); Vergil (Aen. 6, 893); 
E. horned man: Cipus, a Roman praetor, sud-
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denly grew horns on his head , for which he WU\ 

honoured among the senators: Ovid (Meta111 
15, 565ff.); r. horned women: seeing how high 
ly the horned goddesses were honoured, it " 
probable that later misconceptions arose abou t 
women punished with horns, who may hav1· 
been priestesses of Moon-goddesses: a. women 
in the land of Cos were angry, because Hercules 
drove cattle through their land, and they reviled 
Juno ; as a punishment they were cha nged into 
cows; ref. Ovid (Metam. 7, 363); b. Venus pun 
ished the Cerastae, a people of her beloved 
Cyprus, for mi~using their altars to kill stran 
gers; ref. Ovid (Metam. 10, 222ff.); she changed 
them into bulls; c. v. also 2, C; G. Siegfried', 
impenetrable skin of horn (obtained by bathin1• 
in the dragon's blood) is another instance of a 
dragon-fighting hero having one dragon-charac 
teristic in order to be able to win in combat; cl 
serpent-eyed heroes; 

12. folklore: a. horns (ground or o therwise) 
a re all prophylactic against po isons, being the 
natural opponents of serpents (e.g. Unicorn); b. 
a talisman against general evils, later replaced 
by the horse-shoe; a lso the hand-sign imitating 
horns (raising the fore and little fingers only) 
has the same effect; in all ages it has been a 
goodluck amulet over tombs, doorways, etc.; c. 
in Eliz. times 'horn-rings' (rings containing 
horn) were peddled for their magical quality; 
ref. Wint. 4, 4; 13. v. Antlers, and the ind ividual 
horned animals. 
horn (trumpet) 

I. call to arms, or invocation of help: a. for 
the Host of Heaven; b. to Holy War; c. when he 
was in trouble, fighti ng rearguard actions 
against the Basques (later changed to Saracens) 
Roland (or 'Orlando'), from pride, forbade Sir 
Oliver to sound his horn Olivant for help; '2. 
blown at the end of the world (or season): a. 
rallier of the dead at the Last Judgment (e.g. 
Zeph. I, 16); b. Norse: blown by Heimdal at 
Ragnarok (cf. Red Cock, Eagle); until then it 
was preserved under the H. Ash; 3. salvation, 
vic tory; 4 . attribute of Fame; 

5. blown at religious fest ivals to rally the 
believers, or to scare off the evil spirits during 
the ceremonies: e.g. the Shofar o f the Hebrews, 
and sometimes the trumpets blown in R.C. 
Ch urches during the Transmutation; 6. instru
ment of melancholy : who " Poured thro' the 
mellow Horn her pensive Soul": Colli ns ("The 
Passions, An Ode for Music"); 7. as rough mu
sic: a . used in orgiastic Bacchanalian rites: e.g. 
Ovid (Metam. 3, 533ff.); b. scares off demons : 
v. 5; c. fertility-promoter, comparable to the H. 
Grail: male sound, coupled to female shape 

(1•.g. in Norse mythology); 8. heresy: especia lly 
Roland's horn; 9. Gr.: attribute of the Tritons; 

10 . Chr istian: the H. Spirit; 11. "to blow 
one's horn" = to proclaim one's own cuck
nldom in Eliz. stories; ref. ·K. John (I, I) : 
" llath she no husband That will take pains to 
hlow a horn before her"; 12. her.: a. hunting, 
lree hunting-rites; b. high pursuits. 
hornet 

I. t he largest species of wasps in Britain; 2. 
tormentor as punishment: a. the Lord promised 
to send hornets before the Israelites to chase 
their enemies (Ex. 23, 28); the translation may 
mean 'discourage them', but 'hornets' is in the 
Jewish tradition ; cf. also Deut. 7, 20: "More
over the Lord thy God will send the hornet 
am ong them, until t hey that are left, and hide 
themselves from thee, be destroyed"; also Josh. 
24, 12; b. Dante: hornets and wasps (hornets= 
'mosconi') goad the sinners on the Dark Plain, 
who were neither good enough nor bad enough 
(Inf. 3); 3. they breed from the carcases of 
horses, because horses are warlike animals (cf. 
Bee): Ovid (Metam. 15, 368); 4. folklore: an 
empt y hornet's nest in the room helps to ease 
birth. 
horse 

A. a mount: I. of the gods: lightning, 
,un/moon rays, waves, w inds; 2. of the Devil or 
witches: phallus; related to the hobby-horse 
and t he broomstick; 3. the body, with the spirit 
a~ the rider ; 4. man + horse = man + a nimal 
instinct; cf. Christ on the Ass, Mithra on the 
llull, etc., and v. K below; 4. M.A.: a: of Virtue; 
b. of Love; c. an attribute of Europe; 

B. Sun (sun-king): 1. a solar animal, related 
to the wheel, etc.: cosmos; 2. related to the 
1wan, in that t he latter hauls the sun-bark 
<icross the waters at night, wh ile the horse pulls 
the sun-chariot by day; and horses neigh when 
they die (Montaigne); 3. connected with Helios, 
etc.; 4. the newly selected sun-king was fa
voured by a ride in the chariot beside the Matri
archal Queen; 

C. Moon, mother (goddess), magic : I . used 
m divination (it has cla irvoyance), magic (v. 
Horse-shoe, and Folklore below), and is a 
,ource of poetic inspiration (v. Hippocrcne); 2. 
,arrcd to the Triple Great Mother Goddess: a_ 
the hoof is moon-shaped; b. the horse figured in 
rain-making rites and the instalment of Sacred 
Kings (v. B, 4); 3. horse + naked woman: a. 
Pegasus as Moon-horse, used in rain-making; b. 
horse-Oesh was sacramenta ll y eaten by the King 
after his symbolic rebirth from the Mare-headed 
Mountaini:oddess; c. v. Godiva; 4. the Euro- · 
pcan pony was dedicated to th~ moon before 

horse 

the cult of the (imported, larger) horse of the 
Sun-chariot (perhaps it came with the Hyksos
invaders c. 1850 B.C., and to G reece c. 1500 
B.C.) ; thus the ass became the symbol of de
throned Cronos, or of Pan, Silenus, and other 
old-fashioned Pelasgian gods; there was also a 
solar Apollo: since his hatred of asses is men
tioned by Pindar, it will have been to Cillaean 
Apollo that the hecatombs of asses were of
fered by the Hyperboreans (Pyth. Odes l 0, 
30ff.); 5. witches' drug: t he 'hippomanes' 
(which v. also separate): it was originally used 
in Bacchanalian fertility -rites, e .g. when Bellero
phon was sacrificially killed as sun-king: he re
treated before the oncoming women, wild, 
maddened by hippomancs, whose skirts were 
ho isted high, and who wore mare-masks; they 
closed in on him and killed him, letting his 
spouting blood fertilize their naked wombs; 6. 
Rhiannon (Welsh Dawn or Moon-goddess) rode 
past Pwyll (darkness) on a white horse, but was 
caught later and became a mare herself: then 
she had to carry visitors to Pwyll's castle (= 
death?); 7. some~mes a horse replaces the 
goat's function in witchery: the devil is then 
represented with horse's hoofs, and the horse as 
Sabbath-master; 8. the Celtic goddess Epona 
(goddess of fecundity) presides over ponies, 
horses, and asses; witches often have hoof
marks in their hands; 9. Germ.: connected with 
the cult of Frey(r). who may have been a male 
cou nte rpart of Freya only; LO. v. Folklore be
low; 

D. earth: I . associated with burial-rites and 
chthonic cults; 2. represents the cyclic move
ment of the world of phenomena; 3. Under
world Persephone had white horses: Pindar 
(Olymp. O. 6, 95); 

E. water: I . wave-horses: the blind cosmic 
forces, that surge out of primordial chaos; 2 . 
related to Poseidon (sea, ocean): a. Poseidon 
had crca ted the horse, but he also hid among 
horses to avoid being eaten by Cronos (identifi
ca tion of the god and his sacred animal); acc. to 
Pausan. (8, 8, 2) Rhea substitutd a foal for 
him (as a stone for Zeus) fo r Cronos to cat; b. 
he had stables with white horses (for chariots) 
with brazen hoofs, and golden mane ; c. he cou
pled with Demeter (who had disguised herself 
as a mare) in the form of a stallion : sea covering 
earth; d. he is the inventor of horse-racing ; e. 
the horse-hoof shaped moon is the origin of all 
water, and rules the tides o f the sea; f. hor~es 
were sacrificed to the sea: Mithradates , in order 
to incur favo urs, made chariots with 4 horses 
put before them precipitate into the sea; 3. 
there are several horse-kicks which strike foun-
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horse 

tains: Hippocrene of the Muses (according to 
one version), Ba ldur's horse's hoofmarks makes 
wells spr ing up, etc.; 

F. air, wind: I . med ia tor between heaven 
and earth ; like the Stag and the Eagle; 2. Od in's 
horse Sleipnir had 8 fee t (=storm-wind ), a nd is 
white or dapple-grey (v. also f'olklore be low); 
its 8 legs may be re la ted to 4 people at a b ier 
(Odin as psychopom p); 3. the horses of the 4 
winds, governed by the four planets: 
a. Mercury - reel (East?) 
b. Saturn - black (North?) 
c. Venus - bay (South?) 
d. J upiter - white (West'!) 
4 . Centaurs are wind (or cloud) gods ; there arc 
many refe rences to storm-horses in Germanic 
litera ture; 

G . fire : I. fire and lightning combined: 
He lios, Hector's Xantos ('yellow', 'glaring'), 
Lampos ('sh ining'), etc.; 2. v. Sun (B); 

H. a highly sacred animal with a tabu on 
eating its meat: I . Germanic: a general tabu, 
except on certain days. i.e. only when it was 
the feast-day of the god, whom it incorporated 
(cf. tabu on pig-meat: v. Boar); it was consid
ered a delicacy, but forbidden by Charlemagne 
and later Christ ians as a pagan ceremony; 
2. there was a n ancie nt consecra tion of horses 
to idols amo ng the Hebrews; later they were 
seen as angelic or ea rthly powers (e.g. Rev.), 
but it was fo rb idden to keep many (as Solomon 
had done), to avoid warlike, and idola trous, and 
proud fee li ngs; 3. v. I, IV, 4; 

I. characteristics: I. fertility: I. general life
force (cf. Chariot}, fertility per se: a. they of
fered horse-sacrifices to the fertility-god Frey; 
b. Loki propagated in the form of a horse (as 
purely sexual inst inct) ; c . horse as a therio mor
phic representatio n of lightning: thunderstorms 
are harbingers of fertility-bringing rain (cf. T.S. 
Elio t's " Waste Land"); the horse's hoof' then 
gets a phallic meaning; especially a horse's flank 
keeps off ligh tn ing (' like kills like') ; d. often the 
last sheaf of the field(s), containing the Corn
spirit, was considered as a horse, and given to 
the yo ungest colt, o r the first mare to foa l ; e. 
the horse was sacr ificed to Mars (= imperson
ates the self-sacrificing god: cf. Mithra and Bull) 
fo r fer tility; a similar idea may have been un
derlying the ho rse-killing of Virbius-Hippo lyt us; 
2. mother-symbo l: a. Pliny says they turn 
their vulvae to the North Wind (Boreas = a 
ho rse) to be fert ilized 'wi thout sta llio ns' (8, 
67); b . v. C; 3. love: a. a horse as a love-gift: e.g. 
Polydeuctes; b. the lover in the SoS (1, 9) com
pares h is beloved to a "company of horses in 
Pharaoh 's chariots"; 4. lasciviousness: a. 'T hey 
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were as fed horses in the morning" (= an 111·.111 
everybody ' neighed after' h is neighbour·, "111 
Jcr. 5, 8; this is probably an added com1111·111 1 .. 
the misunderstood "harlot's house" of 5, I, 1 
place of idol worsh ip, but this docs not d1,1111 • 
the sym bo lic fee ling invo lved; b. Ezekiel 1 ,11~ 
about the Egypt ian " para mours", whose 'lh .h 
(= phallus) is as the flesh of' asses, and wh11 • 
issue is like the issue of ho rses (23 , 211) . 1 
" Horse of Hector" : coit ion in which a wo111.111 
lies, or sits. on a man, after the manner ol 1\11 
dromache; the story is denied by Ovid (De 1\1 h 
/\m. 3, 777ff.), because she was too big, anll 111 
advises th is posture o nly for small wom c11 , ii 
"While lust is in his pride, no exdamatm11 t 
reproo f) Can curb his heal or rein his rash ch 
sire, T ill, like a jade, self'-w ill himself doth 111 1•" 
Luer. 705ff.; v. also Ven . 259ff.; Marlowe " I 11·111 
a nd Leander" 2, 141 ff.; c. (like the ass) a 1'11 
apic an imal: later it shared the devil's symbol 111 
sexuali ty; f. Rena issance: emblem for lust ; 

II. fidelity: I. it was a Norse custom to h111v 
the horse with h is master, to carry him ov11 
llc lway; 2. horses weep ing over their dead 111," 

tcrs: a. for Achillcs(ll. 17,426ff.);b. Acthon 101 

!'alias: Vcrgil (Acn. I I , 89f.); 3. as true "' .1 
horse: MN iJ 3, J ; Ill. sensitivity (of hcarnll' 
and feeling): v. precedi ng; IV . the strongest 11.1·1• 

fill an imal: I . an exam pie o f a 'superior animal' 
(v. Fish, the Cosmic - ); 2. st rength and van11 y 
" rejoiceth in his strength : he gocth on to nm.·1 
the armed men. He mockct h a t fear, and is nnl 
affrighted", etc.: Job 39, 21 ff.; 3. in m:1C1y 
nursery-rhymes (t he best-known being Hump 
ty- Dumpty) "a ll the king's horses" is a sym bol 
of utmost s trength; 4. " A ll orse m isused upo11 
the Road Calls to lleavcn for Human Blood" 
W. Bla ke (Aug. o f Inn.); 5. freedom ; 6. sun· 
footed ness (=wisdom) : the Lord " led them 
th ro ugh the deep as an horse in the wilderness, 
that they sho uld no l stum ble": Isa. 63, 13; 7' 
innocence and perfect ion: e.g. D. Thomas; 

V. selfishness: in Aesop's Fables (nr. 80); VI 
anger : "Anger is like a full hot horse, who bein1• 
allowed his way, Self-mettle tires hi m" : H8 1,1. 
VII. stubbornness: "You may take a horse to 
water, but you ca nnot make him drink": prov 
crb; VIII. stupid ity: a. a horse and a mule have no 
understand ing, ncedinl? a bit and a brid le to be 
ruled; an ass docs no t : Ps. 32, 9; b. the horse 
was brid led as fo llows: grazing with a boar, 
which befouled every thing, he invoked the help 
of ma n, who could o nly he lp him, if he could 
mount and bridle him: Aesop (Fables 92); c. 
the most servile of a nimals: nearest to maf' in 
his lim itations of brid le and r iding-crop, sharing 
his rider's fo tc, o nly in o rder to revenge h imself 

1111 Im old enemy: the deer: Erasmus (Stull. 
I .111,); d. panicky madness: esp. the mare (e.g. 
1• .. 1mnius' "Satyrieon"); e. " ... if not, call me a 
"""c" (or: an ass): contemptuous; e.g. 11-14 2,4; 
I .1 ho rse is proverbially t ired; IX. the ruling 
1 ""'es, 11anity: a. " I have seen serva nts upon 
h111,cs, and princes walking as servan ts upo n the 
1".11lh": Eccl. JO, 7; b . the horse "rejoiccth in 
111, ,trength"; c. earthly power, as opposed to 
1llv111e power: "Some t rust in chariots and some 
111 horses, but we will remember the name of 
1hc· Lord our God": Ps. 20. 7; d. fitting the 
l11i•hcr classes only: beggars run their horses to 
1li•a1h: 3116 I, 4 ; 

J . her.: I. readiness for action; whether for 
pc•a1·e or war; 2. Master of the Horse; 3. Wh ile 
luusc: the Hano verian fa mily; 

K. psych.: I. the non-psyche , the sub
human, animal side of man, and therefore the 
unconscious; 2. as an animal lower than man, it 
1l'prescnts the lower part of the body (cf. C'cn
L111r). and the animal desires tha t lake rise 
there; 3. int uitive understanding (again shared 
hy the animal); 4 . the theriomorphic sym bol of 
St·lf in dreams; 5. energy, physical and mental; 
C1. mother-symbol: a mbivalent, since it may 
1d"cr to protection, but a lso be related to the 
I crriblc Mo ther as Nightmare (with false cty-
111ology); 7. libido, that has passed into the 
wor ld ; 

· L. war: I. for the Hebrew prophets the op
llOSitc of the ass= peace: from e.g. Ex. ch. 14 -
15 where the horses stood for the brute fo rces 

111 °the Pharaoh, up to Jer. 6, 23; v. Ass, for the 
prophet's predilection of the Ass, as rcpresent
mg Old Times; in David's time the sinews of the 
enemy's horses were still cu t (except of a hun
dred, for his own chario t: 2Sam. 8, 4 ); Solo
mon was the first to use them full y; 2. Aesop: a 
good war-horse, underfed in peace-t ime, will 
not be a good horse in the next war (Fables); 3. 
" He who shall tra in the Horse for War Shall 
never pass the Polar Bar": W. Blake (Aug. of 
Inn.); 4. in Rome the F lamen Dialis was not 
allowed to come into contact with anything to 
do wi lh war, and therefore could not even 
touch a horse; acc. to Pliny the reason was that 
a horse's gall is poisono us; 5. symbol of victory: 
e.g. eq uestr ian statues of generals, e tc.; 

M. death: I . the tree of death : e.g. in the 
M. A. the bie r was called "St. Michael's ho rse"; 
and the modern Persian word for 'coffin' means 
'wooden horse'; 2. con nected w ith Yggdrasil as 
the Tree of Death; 3. as psychopomps: related 
to the Va lkyries; 

N. altribute of the Gods: D ionysu~. Pluto 
and Neptune, Boreas. Mars, Castor and Pollux, 

horse 

Jupiter, St. George, 1-lclios, Odin, the Muses, 
etc.; 

O. colours (v. also Horsemen): I. white : a. 
related to the Harp; b. omen of death ; the Pale 
Horse of Death (Rev. 8, 8); e.g. Erl-king, and in 
icons; cf. D, 3; c. innocence, in tellect, reason, 
celestial knowledge, the Divine Word, Dawn; d. 
Christ's mount at the Second Coming; sun
deity; Messiah (also Vishnu and Muhammed 
will return thus); c. looking for a white horse 
after seeing a woman with red hair: looking for 
the Sun-Saviour after seeing Death-Seth; f. the 
horse of Odin; g. used in d ivination; h. attribute 
of: Castor and Pollux, Jupiter, the heavenly 
host, who war on darkness or evil; i. a horse 
without any white on il is vicious; the best 
place for a black horse to have it is on the 
forehead : a white spot like a star ('cloud') ; cf. 
Ant. I , 3;j. =white-haired o ld age: "Save some
thing for the man that rides on the white 
horse" (phrase); k. four white horses were seen 
by Aeneas on the Italian shore: war (perhaps a 
Greek settlement in Calabria): Vergil (Acn. 3, 
537); I. white and black: life and death : 
Gemini; m. v. also f'olklore; and Grass for the 
Berkshire horse; n. of the sea: v. E, 2; 2. black: 
Famine: Rev.; 3. red: war: Rev.; 4 . grey : Welsh 
devil ; 

P. combi11o tio11s: I. two horses: the Dioscuri 
were given white horses (or symbolized by two 
circles); they arc called 'lcukopoloi' by Pindar 
(Pyth. O . I . 66), which may fit them as Morning 
and Evening Stars: riders in the sky; they are 
a lso sa id to have carried off the two daughters 
of 'Leukippos' (white horse): Pausan . 3 , 16; 2 . 
four horses: a. v. Quadriga and Four; b. the 
fou r elements: v. D - G; c. intellect: in equity, 
espedally when 'harnessed'; d . in mythology 
generally the winds (v. F. 3); 3. winged horses: 
a. Pegasus, sprung fro m Med usa's body, when 
she was killed by Perseus; mounted by Bellero
phon it helped to vanquish the Chimaera; b. 
poetry: related to the Hippocrene, q .v.; 4 . graz
ing horse: peace and freedom; 5. horse-hair: a. 
Athena had waving mane on the top of her 
helmet (v. also Griffin and Sphinx); b. good
luck emblem for speed; c. wigs of the English 
j udges : give discernment and wisdom ; d. 
thrown into water it comes to life and develops 
into eels (or an as yet unknown serpent) : Ant. 
1, 3; e. Greek helmets had a horse-hair crest: 
Ovid (Metam. 12, 88f.). even though the horse 
was the symbol of Troy; f. v . also Folklore 
below· 6 horse's head: a. symbol of Carthage: 
Vcrgil ' (Aen. I, 444); b. a double horse-head on 
the front of a farm: general protection (inten
sifying multiplicity); 7. skull: nailed to the 
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horse 

ridge of the roof of a farm, brings luck and 
averts evil (especially Saxon); 8. horse-taming: 
a. typical of the Trojans (II. pass.); b. "those 
that tame wild horses Pace 'em not in their 
hands to make 'em gentle, But stop their 
mouths with stubborn bits and spur 'em Till 
they obey the manage": HS 5, 2: Gardiner talks 
in self-defence of his strong measures with re
gard to religion; 9. brewer's horse : decrepit: 
noblemen sold their horses to brewers, when 
they became too old; ref. 1H4 3, 3; 10. three
/egged horse: a. Devil's mount ; b. mount of the 
goddess of Death (Hel) in time of pestilence; 

Q. literary references: 1. W. Blake: the 
horses of Instruction (v. also Tiger); 2. T.S. 
Eliot: the "old white horse galloping away in 
the meadow" ("Journey of the Magi"): Dea th, 
the old dispensation, etc. ; 3. W.B. Yeats: the 
Shadowy Horses: of Disaster ; the horses will 
come ga lloping down the hill at the end of the 
world; 4. F.G. Lorca: a. they never reach the 
town: the impossibility of the basic hu man na
turalness to reach society; b. life of the emo
tions, directed by the rider; often in the moun
tains: elevation of the emotions; c. horse of the 
Dawn (e.g. "Blood Wedding"); 

R. folklore: I. lucky: a. general: Odin's 
8-footed horse was white or dappled grey, and 
is still unlucky to meet in some parts (even 
horses with white feet); sometimes it is lucky to 
meet a white horse; b. fertility: a. connected 
with the harvest and Corn-spirit (v. above); b. 
to find out, whether a mare is in foal: spit a 
mouthful of water in her ear: if she shakes her 
head only, she is; if her whole body, she is not; 
c. horse-brasses: powerful against the Evil Eye; 
therefore they are often cast in traditional life
symbolizing shapes: crescent moons, rayed 
suns, wheels, swastika's, etc.; 

II. unlucky: a. if a pregnant woman s teps 
under a horse's neck she may miscarry; b. it is 
unlucky to have a horse on board ship, because 
of its relation to witches, who cause storms; c. 
they are able to see ghost and spirits (cf. 
Balaam's ass); holed stones are a potent preven
tive against 'witch-riding' (when the horse is all 
sweat the next morning); this .may be the sub
ject of the following nursery-rhymes: a . " I had 
a little pony, His name was Dapple Gray; I lent 
him to a lady To ride a mile away. She whipped 
him, she slashed him, She rode him through the 
mire ; I would not lend my pony now, For all 
the lady's hire"; b. "I lost my mare in Lincoln 
Lane, And couldn' t tell where to fi nd her, Till 
she came home both lame and blind, With never 
a tail behind her"; w itches are notorious ta il
snatchers: cf. Burns: "Cutty Sark"; III. medici
nal: numerous recipes (e.g. Pliny 28, 41); 
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IV. the Horseman's Word: a magic wo rd (1 
Muir believed it was an ' indecent w111 d 'I. 
known to a select group of people it tu1111 
the wildest sta llion, when whispered into 111, 
ear ; the word was learned by jo ini ng a brotlll' r 
hood, of which the blacksmith was often tl11 
leader; for further taming of a horse: v. ' I oad 
S. v. Steed, Mare, Nightmare, Chariot, God11•11, 
etc. 
horse-chestnut ('buckeye') 

I. sun-emblem: radiating fire in its spik1·y 
burr; 2. luxury ; 3. darting, piercing; 4. folk/on• 
carried on you, it prevents rheumatism. 
horse-leech 

unending greed: "the horseleach hath two 
daughters, crying Give, give": Prov. 30, 15 . 
horseman 

I . bearer of immortality or prophecy; l 
0.T.: a. seeing sold iers on horseback in the ski• 
a portent of war: 2 Maccabees 5, 2; b. Zecha 
riah's vision ( 1, 8ff.): probably the same as t ilt• 
vision of the chariots in ch. 6: a man riding on u 
red horse, standing between myrtle-trees (ace 
to Masoretes: ref. to the myrtle in Messiah 
contexts of Isa. 41 , 19 and 55, 13?; LXX ha~ 
'mountains standing in the depth'), behind hi111 
a red, a speckled (bay), and a white horse: a 
sun-horse: seeing the mountains as 'deep' ; or 
the Babylonian sun-god between mountains; b. 
the horses of the 4 winds, related to the plan 
ets: v. Horse; c. usually found in Messiah 
contexts; d. associated with Solomon (e.g. on 
ancient amulets); 3. N.T.: Revelation: a. on a 
white horse (6,2) : spiritual conquest of Christ 
in time; with bow and crown; probably the 
same as the Word of God of 19, 11-16, or 'gos
pel' (he goes ou t at once, while the others awa it 
orders); b. on a red horse: (6, 3) the power of 
war (as a punishment of God); with a sword ; c. 
on a black horse: (6, 5) starvation, with a "pair 
of balances" to weigh the priceless grain; d. on 
a 'pale' (greenish) horse: Death (perhaps 
plague), fo llowed by Hell (Hades, Underworld) 
to 'devol'lr' the dead; e. later there is another(?) 
horseman on a white horse, called Faithful and 
True: "in righteousness he doth judge and make 
war" (19, 11), also called the Word of God , 
followed by an army of warriors on white 
horses, having as weapons: the sword -out of the 
mouth, and the rod of iron, and the wineptess: 
all emblems of God's punishment; 4. W.B. 
.Yeats: the horsemen of the future ("Under Ben 
Bulben") will come down from the mountains 
at the end of the world; 5. psych.: the Ego 
(one's rational self) trying to keep the Id (= the 
unconscious, primeval impulses) under control 
in the human 'mind'; 6. headless horseman: the 
Devil or Death ; 7. v. Horse. 

horse· radish 
t. Hebrew: ('hazereth' or 'maror'): the usual 

hitter herb, used ground at the Passover feast, 
to symbolize the bitterness of the bondage m 
l·l(ypt; v. He rb, Bitter-; 2. astrol.: rel. to Mars. 
hone-shoe 

1. surviva l of the elk-horns used as talisman, 
which have the same form: the crescent moon; 
I( horns are hung down, their force runs out ; 
litter the same with the horse-shoe (though this 
t ~ violently disputed); 2. emblem of the Black
~mit h (a magically powerful figure, q.v.), far
rier, or horse-dealer ; 3. rela ted to the Great 
(;oddess, because of its moon-shape, and be-
1·ause the horse itself is related to her; 4. the 
._,me sacred horse is related to Mars, who is a n 
1•nemy of Saturn, under w hose influence the 
witches are; this m~y explain how a horse-shoe 
1·an be used against witches (though they are 
descendants of the priestesses of the Great God
dess); another reason may be that they are 
made of sovereign metal, a powerful deterrent 
of witches; 5. related to the sexual potency and 
fertility of Horse, and the magic of iron and 
fire, plus the moon-shape, thus fo rming a compo
~ ite of male and female elements, together a 
\trong life-symbol; 6. sometimes its magic po
tency can be increased by adding the hammer: 
a. Odin and Loki; b . vulva and phallus; 7. folk
lore: finding one is lucky, especially of the rear 
leg of a grey mare: pick it up, spit on it, make a 
wish throw it over the left shoulder, and walk 
on ~ithout looking back (especially if you hit 
someone); or take it home, and nail it over the 
door, or on the mast of a ship . 
hospital 

the world (Sir T. Browne). 
Hot Cross Bun 

l. a relic o f ancient pagan Spring Festivals; 
2. magical and medicinal: it is usual to keep one 
or two throughout the year (they never stale, 
only harden and dry): a general protection (e.g. 
against fire); 3. nursery-rhyme: "Hot Cross 
Buns (2X), One a penny , two a penny, Hot 
Cross Buns! If your daughters do not like them, 
Give them to your sons; But if you haven't any 
of these elves You cannot do better than eat 
them yourselves"; this song is usually sung by 
children on Good Friday; but nowadays often 
all the year round, with hands flat in a pile, 
putting the lowest on top all tl}e time. 
hound 

1. smeller-out of truth, inquisitiveness, intel
ligence; 2. hunting: a. Greek: companion of 
Artemis; b. Celt ic: the white hounds with red 
ears (wind, servants of the Great Goddess), 
hunting the stags (souls) across the sky: one 

house 

version of the Gabriel Hounds, q.v.; 3. pursuer: 
a. 'to hound': pursue one's inner passions in the 
form of desires, related to the Actaeon-Diana 
myth; ref. Tw.N. I , I ; b . the Hound of Heaven: 
God, by whom Fr. Thompson feels pursued and 
overtaken; c. the Kera are the 'devourers of 
life' the swift hounds of Hades, which, hover
ing ' in the air, swoop down on the living: 
Apollon. Rhodius (Arg. 4 , 1665); 4. the hounds 
of Spring: "When the hounds of Spring are on 
winter's traces": Swinburne ("Atalanta in Caly
don"); 5. W.8. Yeats: the Hound with one red 
car: male desire, the opposite of the hornless, 
white deer of female desire; cf. 2, b,and 3 , a;6. 
v. Greyhound and Dog. 
hour 

1. the hours are often represented by a 
flight (movement in space equating m?vement 
in time), a bird, or a butterfly (its cychc move
ment and evanescence), or by wind; accompa
nied by Themis, dials, watches, e tc.; 2. v. 

Zodiac. 
hour11tass 

1. measuring out the limited period of time 
assigned to man: years, Time (even Eternity: 
through Death); 2. renewal of time; v. Andrew 
Cross, and X; 3. the negative, inverted aspect of 
t ime: a. night: as the opposite of the sun-<lial of 
day· an old sailor's term for it was "night
glas~": 8 glasses = 4 hours, measuring out the 
watches; b. evanescence, perpetual inversion of 
Upper and Lower worlds, creation and destruc
tion ; c. often found on cemeteries and g_rave
stones: associated with Death; 4. associated 
w ith Saturn (through the mistaken Cronos = 
Chronos), q.v., and Drum, q.v.; 5. attribute of 
Temperance; 6. her.: mortality and evanes
cence; 7. D. Thomas: for the hourglass-shape of 
the poems in Prt. II of "Vision and Prayer": v. 
Diamond. 
house 

I . shelter, security: in my Father' s house are 
many mansions: St. John 14, 2; 2. reflexion of 
the inmate's life, and his posterity: a. symbol of 
hospitality; b. "For her (= the strange woman's) 
house inclineth unto death": Prov. 2, 18; c. 
Obed-edom's house is blessed by the Lord: 
2Sam. 6, 11; d. a house divided cannot stand: 
Mark 3, 25; e. a house of mourning and a house 
of feast ing is found in Eccl. 7, 2 , etc.; 3. corre
spondence with the universe: a. the roof: heav
en; b. the window(s) : deities; c. the bo~y: 
earth; 4. the Mystic Centre: like castle, city, 
etc.; originally. they were often circular (esp. in 
Greece: earth and sun-<lisk), built on a mound, 

etc.; 
5. the human body: a. especially the female, 
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houseleek 

maternal body: with door, passage, or staircase 
as the vulva, etc.; b. "our earthly house": 2Cor. 
5, I ; 6. ma1eria/: a. cedar: a. incorruptible; b. 
Solom on's house; b. clay: a. evanescence; b. the 
grave; c. golden: Nero's palace of the Sun, with 
himself as Sun-king; 7. combinalions: A. 'Master 
of the llouse': Beelzebub (Matth. I 0, 25): a. the 
Philist ine God of Ekron (2Kings I , 2, and 6, 
and 16), who may have been ' Myiagrus Deus' of 
t he Romans: t he god , who sent flies and de liv
ered from t hem; the J ews changed 'zabah' = 
offer , to 'zabal' = dung = unclean sacrifice (?); 
completing the House of Baa.I was a fertility -rite 
in Canaan, prob. related to the Tabernacles and 
Solomon's building the Temple (completed at' 
the a utumnal New Year with hecatombs of ani
mals) ; b. Baalzabul: the Lord ·of the House 
may refer to the possessive 'unclean spir it ', who 
returns to the ho use, according to Malth. 12, 
42; v. a lso Fly ; B. the 'House of Mercy'= Beth
esda, where the angel at times moved the hea l
ing water: St. John ch . 5; C. household: the 
household of Faith: Gal. 6, 10; D. the ·house 
with 7 pillars: of Wisdom: Prov. 9, I ; E. llousc 
of Bread: Bethlehem (v. Bread); 8 . D. Thomas: 
a. "hourlcss house": = 'pyramid' = poem; b. 
"lover's house": the child , built by it s parents; 
c. " halfway house": a. autumn: Thomas was 
born in Autumn; b. half-way through life; c. 
(from Hopkins) the breaking o f the bread; d. 
between heaven and earth ; e. Christ 's manger;/. 
Mary's womb. 
houseleek 

I. the common houseleek ('Scmpervivum', 
not to be mixed up with the leek = 'Alium 
porrum') is often found on roo fs in Grea t 
Britain; it is even planted there to keep slates in 
posit ion; it propaga tes itself by offsets in a ll 
directions, fo rming a dense cushion ; 2. domes
tic economy and industry; 3. attribute of Print
ing: a lways green; 4 . vitali ty; name: 'always 
a live': its juices im prove seeds soaked in them 
before sowing (Pliny 18, 45) ; 5.folklore: a. as a 
herb belonging to Jupiter, ii preserves what it 
grows on from fire and light ning; b. medicinal : 
against a ll inward and outward hea ts. 
hugging 

killing : re la ted to the bronze robot , Talas, 
constructed by Daeda los to crush enemies; his 
fuel was the ' ich~r· (the b lood of t he gods), 
which , when lei out by Medea, m ade him lose 
his power ; probably connected with the Sacred 
King my th , whose godliness was re lated to his 
Sacred Heel (q.v.). 
Hull 

proverbs: a. a beggar's saying : " From hell, 
Hull, and Halifax, good Lord deliver us" : a ll 
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three were ha rd on beggars; b. Hull for wo1m·11 
v. Oxford. 
hum! 

Shakespeare: l. in many contexts related " ' 
sleep, or death, o r both; 2. characteristic u tt 1·1 
ance of judges: "The sad-eyed justice, wit h h1 
surly hum ... ": HS l , 2. 
humming-bird 

l. gaiet y; 2. courage; 3. jealousy; 4. D.11 
Lawrence: reduced remnant of a primord1.t1 
monster ; 5. T.S. Elio/: ("Marina"): "the ghu y 
of the humm ing-bird": pride. 
Humpty-Dumpty 

I . nursery-rhyme: "Humpty-Dumpt y sa t 1111 

a wa ll, Humpty-Dumpty had a great fa ll. 1\1111 
a ll the king's horses, And all the king's m1· 11 

Couldn't put Humpty togethe r again"; 2. 1111, 
rhyme used to be accompanied by a game, 111 
which the g ir ls he ld their skirts t igh tly abn111 
their fee t , and then threw themselves b;1 e~ 
wards, keep ing balance w ithou t le tting go nl 
the ir skirts; the game (apparently a fertilit y 
rite) may be older than the song, and would 
explain the awkward position on a wall for an 
egg (= the feminine princ iple); early varianl ' 
exist in most Western European countries ; 3. ,1 
character in pantomime; 4 . J. Joyce: a. Luc ifer, 
any Cosmic Fall; b. the breaking of the Cosm1r 
Egg (especia lly e.g. of Leda), from which th1• 
universe proceeded. 
hunchback 

I . W.B. Yea/s: a. the opposite of Saint 
loaded wit h the past he wants t he Saint to takl
off his sins; b. the Bishop (in the "Crazy-Jane .. 
poems): fasc ina ted with sin, sterile, deform ed , 
malicious; 2. D. Thomas: "Questions are hunch 
backs to the poker m arrow" ("Altarwise"): a. 
the poker-marrow = spine, penis, bone of lik 
and dea th; b. the poker-marrow carries thr 
burden of an embryonic hump; c. ?-marks arr 
hunchbacks to a stra ight, conventional life; d 
the questions are hindra nces to the life-force; 3 
folklore: lucky to to uch o ne. 
hundred 

v. One Hundred, Two Hundred , etc. 
hunting 

I. searching o ut (the Truth); 2. pursuing; 3 . 
killing; 4. the most common my1hologicaf 
1ypes: a. the theriomorphic hunt: pha llic fertili
ty dem ons cha sing beautiful women: the satyr
nymph relat io n ; often men in animal h ides, or 
crowned with a nima l horns; b. a Bacchantic 
host of women, d runk on hippomanes, laurel , 
etc., or g irded with snakes, tear a living animal 
(or m an) apart, and devour it (o r him) raw : 
Orpheus, Pentheus, etc. ; t he men are often 
'curious to sec', o r 'stray into' female rites and 

.m· thus 'punished'; c. the spectral hunt o l t11c 
1\1 tcmis-llecate, Dionysus-Zagreus, and The 
Wild lluntsman type; d. a spectral army of souls 
,1.1m in battle: battles heard , but not seen : 
th11ndcrstorms; e. many solar heroes die in a 
hunt: Adonis, Siegfried, etc.; 5. Hun/er: a. 
I hm tia n: the Devil, one who hunts Evil ; b. 
'" l'rnud Nimrod first the bloody chase began, A 
11111'ht y hunter, and his prey was man": A. Pope 
(" Wind sor Forest"); ref. Gen. 10, 9; c. in land
" .1pc genera lly related to Hill ; 6. hun/sman: D. 
I hom;1s: = time= r ider; 7. v. Hound. 
hurdy-gurdy 

v. I\ ngling for Nero playing t he hurdy-gurdy 
111 llcl l. 
husbandman 

N.T.: Christ: " I am the t rue vine, a nd my 
I ,1 ther is the husbandman" : John 15 , lff. 
husk 

associated with the Prodigal Son (Luke 15, 
111): husks were g iven to the swine, and desired 
hy him: they were the fruit of the Ceratonia 
'11hqua, which were also eaten by people as the 
lowest form of food. 
hut 

I . shelter; 2. related to Tree-symbo lism; 3. 
111•hrcw: the Feast of Sukkoth: a reminder of 
the time in the 'wilderness'; 4 . v. House. 
hvacinth cnower) 

I. general: a. a nowcr of t he lily-family, 
wl11cll was already highly cultivated (especially 
In Holland) before the end of the 16th century , 
when fantastic prices were paid for the bulbs; b. 
lhc original is an insignificant plant: bearing a 
h·w small bluish n owers on a spike (like a blue
hl'l l); c . the nower which sprang from the blood 
111" the sun -heroes is probably the fritillary, not 
011r hyacinth; d. Pliny: g rows chien y in Gaul, is 
11\Cd in dye, and its bulb is medicinal (21, 97); 
l. orig in of the flower: a . the beautiful yout h 
llyacinth was 'accidenta lly" killed by Apollo, 
when they were playing w ith a disk: the sun-
1 h~k killing the sun-he ro a t sundown; the nower 
looks like a purple (mourning) lily, with the 
ll'tters Al, A l on it: Ovid (Metam. JO, l 78ff.); 
rt. a lso Vergil (Eel. 3, 63); b . after Ajax the 
(;real, son of Telamon, and Ulysses had pleaded 
lur the possession of the weapons of dead 
Achilles, the kings awarded them to the latter; 
A1ax then committed suic ide with Achilles' 
'word; from his blood sprang the !lower, the 
petals of which arc inscribed with letters referr
ing both to the boy (v. a) and to the man 
(!\JAX): Ovid (Met. 13, 395ff.); but cf. Pausa-
11ias (I, 35); 3. resurrectio n ; 4 . game, diversion; 

5. resignation; faith; resistance to adversity: 
"Like t he hyacinth which t he shepherd tram-

hyena 

pies underfoot on t he mountain, and it still 
blooms purple on the ground": Sappho; 6. love 
(and its woe): a. o ne of the flowers (with 
Lotus, q .v., and crocus) w hich formed the love
bed of Zeus and Hera: Homer (11. 14 , 348); b. 
the radiant, doomed life that the woman-lover 
mourns, exposed to the hazards of the world; c. 
generally connected with women (in spite of 
2): a. "alway Sapphire queen of the mid-May": 
J. Keats ("Ode to fancy"); b. Helen had ' hya
cinth ha ir': E.A. Poe; d. Aphrodite wears hya
cinths in her hair (Sappho ) ; e. the egg Leda 
fo und was hyacinth-coloured (Sappho); 7. pru
dence, w isdom; 8. kindliness; emblem of Benev
o lence, because of its sweet odour and pleasan t 
look; 9. M.A.: connected w ith topaz, yellow, 
and mourn ing; 

I 0. Chr ist ian: emblem of the Virgin Mary ; 
11. as1ro/. : Taur us; I 2. T. S. Elio/: A. ("Pruf
rock " ) recalling things t ha t o ther people have 
desired , throwing him out of his self-possession; 
B. ("The Wa ste Land":) a . Hyacinthus as God 
of Fertili ty, vic tim of love, from whose garden 
returning, the· girl confro nts her companion 
with emptiness; related to the 'tubers' and the 
corpse 'planted' (= spiritua l rebirth); b . April 
personified ; plus all the preceding. 
hyacinth (stone) 

l. a yellowish var iety of zirkon, though of
ten garnet s are sold by that na m e, or ferrugi
nous quartz from Santiago de Com postela; an
cien tly it was described as 'blue', which proba
bly means our sapphire; it soon fades (Pliny 3 7 , 
41 ); 2. condescendence, modesty; 3. prudence: 
it gives second sight ; 4. related to January. 
Hyades 

l. the five stars in the head of the constella
tion Taurus: they were maidens (sisters of the 
Ple iades), who nursed the infan t Dionysus ; or 
the girls lamenting the death of their brother 
Myas, whom Zeus changed into stars for pity : 
Apollorodus (3, 5, !); 2. the name: (according 
to the Romans) 'hys' =pig, so ' piglets'; perhaps 
priestesses of (or, representing) t he Great God
dess as Sow; 3. " the rainy Hyades": Vergil 
(Aen. 3, 5 16): when t hey rise at the same t ime 
as the sun, rain will come. 
hydrangea 

I . a genus (of some 80 species) of the saxi
frage family; they have enormous, showy flow
er clusters; 2. boastfulness; 3. frigidity: its cold 
beauty is agreeable, bu t short -lived ; 4. heartless
ness: t hey have no scent ; 5. rem embrance: 
hyena 

l . general: a. O.T.: a. where 'foxes' are men
tioned, many tra nsla te 'hyenas'; often this is 
not satisfying, e.g. in the Sun-context of Sam-
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hyena 

son; at limes ii may be right: "They shall fall 
by the sword: they shall be a ponion for 
foxes": Ps. 63, IO; b. sometimes the 'dragons' 
of the desert are called hyenas (in modern 
adapted versions); b. the hyena can change sex: 
when a female hyena has mated with a male 
she becomes a male herself: Ovid (Metam. 15 '. 
408ff.); c. Pliny: lures the dog to devour him 
(8, 44 ); d. guides the lion towa rds his prey; 2 . a 
god among the Egyptians, probably having the 
same symbolic value o f Mother as the Vulture 
had ; 3. falseness, fick leness: v. 1, b; 4 . avarice: 
prey ing on dead matter and corruption; in one 
emblem a merchant is mounted on one, in an
other a seven-headed monster has a hyena head 
to signify Avarice; 5. gho ulishness: laughing 
devourer of corpses; 6. night-prowler, whose 
eyes have a great var iety of colours; it 'fasci
nales' animals by looking; 7. cowardice; 8. the 
'natural enemy' of the Panther: Pliny (28, 27); 

. . 
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9. !he most highly esteemed of all quadrup1•1h 
by the Magi for marvellous cures, magic, l'I• 
from love-philtres to winning lawsuits. 
hyssop 

l. 0.T.: a. the p lant is not clearly defi n1•d 
but it grows on walls and roofs, with fine-haut·d 
leaves, suitable for sprinkling; it was prescrilH'1 l 
for the Exodus - Pesach (Ex. 12, 22); b. usc<l 111 

purifications: v. Cedar; c. used in sacrifices: /1 

the red heifer sacrifice of Num. 19, 16; b. 1111 
sparrow-sacrifice in Lev. t 4 , 4 ; c. v. also '" 
5 t , 7; 2. winter: contrasted with the Cc<la1 
with which it appears to have had a mistleto1· 
oak relation, both symbolizing winter ; 3. humll 
i1y, smallness (again contrasted with thl" 
Cedar): !he smallest tree "tha t springeth out ul 
the wall": !Kings 4, 33; 4. penitence; 5. deccu 
cy; 6. Christian: typifies baptism and penitenn•, 
7. astral.: related to Thyme: the one being dry, 
t he other moist; ref. 0th. I, 3. 

l. Hebr. 'yod' (=hand); Egyptian hier.: par
,1llet; Celtic; yew; A.S 'ice'; 2. symbolizes: a. 
Axis of the Universe, the phallic Pillar (q. v.) ; b. 
Self-awareness; c . Greek: IAO = Pluto, god of 
underworld riches; ! (= sun) + Alpha (= 
hcginning) + Omega (= end); together IAO = 
hea t ; d. Celtic: death (connected with yew); e. 
C'hristian: lesous in IliS (= Iesus Hominum Sal
va tor, or In Hoc Signo Vinces, or In Hae Salvo) 
und l.N.R.l. (= Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeo
rum) ; 3. correspondences: a. season: winter
\Olstice; b. astrol.: Neptune and Leo; c. body: 
liver; d. Tarot: the Hermit (or, t he Wheel of 
Fortune). 
ibex 

the horns of the ibex, joined by a craftsman, 
were used to make bows: Homer (It. 4, I 05: 
l'andaros' bow); these must have been the horns 
of the Asiatic ibex (which has ho rns up to 60 
mches), and not the small Alpine ibex. 
Ibis 

1. general: a. the sacred Egyptian ibis is 
white, with a bare black head and· neck, and 
black in its wings; the penalty for killing one 
was <lea th (Herodotus 2, 66); b . drinker of pure 
water: it destroys harmful insects and especially 
serpents; it even had the mission to kill w inged 
serpe nts, which otherwise would have plagued 
the country; c. when catching fish it lays them 
in a Circle (like Herons); d. it stands with 
straddled legs, forming a triangle; e. when it 
tucks its head under its wings, it is hear t
shaped; f. its stride resembles a cubit: the meas
ure used to build temples; 2. dawn: Tho1h as 
ibis-faced baboon : both animals salut e the 
dawn (cf. Heron): spiritual awakening; 3. wis
dom: (related to Thoth) a. learning, writing (cf. 
Crane), occult art; b. reforming, regeneration 
(relation Thoth - Osiris); c. registers Osiris' 
judgment of the weighing of t he human soul 
after death: v. Baboon; d. it announces the Ris
ing of the Nile; 4. aspiration, perseverance; 5. 
gratitude; 6. associated with t he Moon
(goddess), and Isis (as Great Goddess) is ibis
headed in the Isiac Table; 7. Greek : Hermes 
fled the Olympus in ibis-form at the approach 
of Typhon; Ovid (Metam. 5, 33 1); 8. Christian: 

(inverted sanctity:) carnal desire, filth , laziness ; 
already among the Greeks it was seen as om
nivorous, unclean and polluting (term of abuse 
used by Callimachus for Apollonius Rhod. for 
defiling Homer's path); 9. astrol. Aquarius. 
Icarus 

I. intellec! trying to escape the labyrinth of 
the phenomenal wor ld; 2 . the intellect rebelling 
against the Spirit (v. Vulcan); 3. his wings: 
functional insufficiency. 
ice 

I. winter, season of death; 2. abstractions: 
a. the principles of mathematics and science; b. 
the intermediate state between solid and fluid; 
3. st ultification of the potentialit ies of water; 4. 
smoothness; 5. punishment in Hell (beside 
Fire): a. in Danie's deepest HeU people suffer 
from fros t; b. "and the delighted spirit (i.e. af
ter death) To bathe in fiery floods, or to reside 
In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice": Meas. 
3, l ; 6. fem inine chastity: "be thou as chaste 
as ice ... ": Ham. 3, 2; 7. psych.: the rigid divid
ing-line between the conscious and uncon
scious; 8. a/ch.: 'congelatio'; 9. proverb: "If the 
ice will bear a man before Christmas, it will no! 
bear a goose after". 
icicle 

chastity: "chaste as the icicle, That's curdied 
by the frost from purest snow, And hangs on 
Dian 's temple": Cor. 5, 3. 
idea 

Plato: the essence of a ll 1hings, which ema
nates from the divine spirit (existing in the 
mind of God), separated from matter; the phe
nomena differ, but the archetypal 'idea' (the 
'universal') remains unchanged and can only be 
apprehended by the intellect; v. Cave . 
if 

"your if is t he only peace-maker": because 
according to t he laws of polite quarrelling, a 
fight could be avoided by saying: "If you said 
so, then I said so": A YL 5, 4. 
image 

I. as t he power of a nation resides in its 
idols, t hey may be taken prisoner by conquer
ors (and carried, chained, in victory-parades: 
one of the origins of the large dolls and mon
sters carried in processions), o r t hP.y must be 
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immortality 

saved before a city is ransacked : e.g. Aeneas 
carrying off the Pa lladium; 2. dipping an image 
into water may be a rain-making ceremony; v. 
Bathing; 3. Osiris (= fertility) was annua lly re
surrected in an earth image full of gra ins; 4 . 
weeping statues: since Niobe o n Mt. Sipy los 
(where goddesses give birth) weeping in sum mer 
(Pausanias 6, 2); 4 . sweating images arc a warn
ing signal; 5. folklore: a. what is done to a 
man's image, is done to him; this can be used 
for good or bad purposes; b. statues of sports
champions often cure diseases ; c. statues of he
roes falling on crimina ls to take revenge is a 
common fo lk-them e: e.g. Aristotle (Poet ics 9, 
12), Theocritus (23, 60), Pausa n. (6, 11 ); 6. v. 
Effigy, Doll, e re. 
immortality 

"kissing the head of the snake" (= sucking 
the god's phallus) is a way fo r a woman to 
reach immortality; for men the correspo nding 
actions is suckling the goddess's breasts (cf. 
Heracles suckled by Hera). 
incense 

I. general: A. a co llective word for any per
fume obta ined by burning certain resins, barks, 
woods, fried flowers, fru its, e tc.; grad ually its 
use became limited to ' frankincense' (= Oliba
num); Pliny : it is only found in Arabia, which 
for that reason is called Telix'; it is gathered in 
the heat of summer; Pindar ('Threnoi') says the 
incense tree is found in the Elysium of the Just; 
B. when the drops are round they are called 
'male (e.g. Vergil, Eel. 8, 65: 'mascula t ura ' ); 
but the most ~teemed are breast-shaped 
drops, fo rmed eaCh by the union o f two 'tears'; 
in Egypt it was used in religious rites (but not 
embalming); with the Hebrews it constituted a 
fourth part of the 'incense' of the sanctuary; C. 
Egypt: a. used in deity offerings with gold and 
silver vessels, gems, the firstlings, cakes, fruits, 
wine, and anointed oil; sometimes incense 
fo rmed "the counterpart of a wine-offering; b. 
Ra was worshipped with incense al sunrise, 
myrrh at noon, and a compound incense at su n
set; c. it was one of the ingredients, with which 
the sacrificial steers were stuffed before being 
basted for Isis; D. Hebrew : a. · in the A.V. ' in
cense' is used for two Hebrew words: from later 
Isa. (40 - ) 'lebonah' = 'frankincense', before 
that 'ketoreth' =any smelling offering, whether 
flesh or incense, the latter often being an apoth
ecary's mixture with frankincense; b. 'incense' 
is prescribed in Ex. 30, 7 - 8, with a prohibition 
of ta king 'strange incense'; for its use in making 
'sweet spices' v. Spices; E. gradually pure in
cense came to replace animal sacrifices; F. 
though the ancient Greeks did use 'incense' 
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(thyea) with sacrifices and for dom cst 11 11\1 
(e.g. Homer: Od. 5, 60), after the 8th 01 /i ii 
century frankincense ('livanos') may ha Vl' ho' 11 
used, usually mixed with other spices, c .1• 111 
the Orphic rites; incense was sacred to I k t 1111 
G. a mong the later Romans frankinccnsl' 11 1 
used for religio us purposes (e.g. on the head' 111 
sacrificial animals), state occasions (trium ph.Ii 
celebrations), and for specific dom estic p111 
poses (e.g. the Lares); H. the introductio11 111 
Christianity is doubtful; various church-t'atlu 1 
were aga inst it (one ment io ns it s practical p111 

pose of d rowning out other smells); 
2. homage to a deity: as a form or I 111· 

worship, it was especially offered to sk y (111 

sun) deities: e.g. among the Persian, at Nincv1•h, 
to Ra, Yahweh, etc.; its for ms a ' ladder to h1'.1V 
en', and stirs the sleeping (fertility) god 's '"" 
trials to wake him (da ily o r yearly) from in,11 
!ion; 3. dawn, morning: a . " The breezy call 111 

incense-breathing morn": Gray; b. v. I , B. b, •I 
"the prayer o f the saints": Rev. 8, 3, or, spirotu 
al goodness in general ; 

5. inspirational: for prayers , meditatio n, 01 
prophecy; it was also used in divination ; (1 

psychopomp: the ladder to heaven for the soul' 
(e.g. incens ing the bier in R.C. burial rites) ; 7 .1 
fumigation to scare off evil spirits, and cst:1h 
lishmen t of the sole power and authority or tlu 
deity; in Baby lon men and women fumigated 
themselves with incense after copulation (~k 
rodotus l, 198); 8. a sacrifice for thanksgivin1'.. 
atone ment, o r to obtain a favour; 9. any per 
fume, but especially the fragrance of trees and 
flowers (as na tural homage to the deities): "I 
cannot see what flowers are at my fee t , Noo 
what soft incense hangs upon the boughs": J 
Keats ("To a Nigh tingale" 5); 

10. related to the Phoenix (q.v.), which nol 
on ly builds a spicy nest, but a lso feeds on in 
cense and the juice of am on um; 11. fla ttery. 
intoxication by praise (Mallarme: 'Le Giug 
non'); 12. He brew: a smoke-screen to protect 
the Highpriest from the dazzling Ho ly of Holies 
on Yorn Kippur ; further v. l; 13. Christian: ;1. 

associated with the Virgin Mary; b . a colossal 
censer is swung in the cathedral of St. James or 
Compostela once a year (and several t imes in a 
Holy Year); 14. folklore: a. the 'kohl' or eye. 
black fo r Egyptian ladies was obtained from the 
ashes of incense; in melted form it is a depila
tory; b. an antidote to hemlock (Pliny); c. (with 
nitre) used to scrape off warts (Ovid : De Med . 
Fae. 85); d. against tumours, etc. 
incest 

I. source of the human race: a. the primeval 
mother marries her son, to whom she gives birth 

'"a virgin without cohabita t ion; b. the primor-
111.il man marr ies the daughter he has fashioned, 
to become procreator of the human race, and 
""" ctimes of the animal world (=sky-man and 
'"'rt h-women); 2. (sun)heroes arc o ften the sons 
111 Dawn-goddesses, whom they also marry (in 
Liter version often 'unknowingly'); the most ob
v1t1us example is Oedipus, but also Solomon 
1ulls his bride (the Shulamite, q .v.) 'sister'; 
when kingship was t ransm ittcd matrilineally the 
~Ing could only remain in power by marrying 
Ins daughter at his wife's dea th ; often an oracle 
warns against a daughter's son; 3. in later ver
'11111s the incestuous relat ion, from which the 
m·w sun-child was born , became the cause of 
,ohandonment, q.v.; 4 . thus there are innumera
ble cases of incest among the gods, but at a 
1•1vcn moment incest became tabu, so that when 
llybl is (Ovid , Metam. 9, 453ff.) loved he r 
hrother, even though she quotes the examples 
111' the gods in her defence, she is cha nged into a 
lountain with an ilex-tree as a punishment (also 
Ile Art. Am. I , 283); 

5. Myrrha incestuously loved her father; her 
11nguish is fully describe<! in Ovid (Metam. JO, 
192ff.); she lay with her fat her several nights in 
lhc dark (cf. Lot and h is da ughters in the cave), 
• incl when he finally wanted to see her face and 
11wcle a ligh l , he pursued her, trying to kill her; 
<he fl ed into the country and after nine 
months, changed into a tree, gave bi rth to Ado-
111s (god of vegetation): v. also Myrrh; 6. a Ger
on:mic example: Siegfried is the product of a 
<osier-wife (Siegmund and Sieglinde) rela tion; 
he has Sieglinde as human mother, and Brun
hilde as 'spirit-mother'; his wife Kriemhild 
dream t o f kissing her brother; 7. Celtic : 
Mordred was the product of Arthur, who had 
lain with his sister ' unwittingly' (Malory I, 19); 
H. the union of ana logous matter (e.g. a concer
to for harp and piano): the symbol can work 
ho th ways ; 9. psych. : a . longing for un ion with 
the essence of o ne's own self, for Individuat ion; 
especially in the sister-brother relation , also in 
modern novels; b. the unconscious being mainly 
the Mother-imago a person may relapse into it, 
which he may use or fight (feeling it as a kind 
of incest); releasing o neself completely from 
the ' mother' was characteristic of the heroes 
who died soon after the release (e.g. after lhree 
years: Christ; and v. Three for the mystic num
ber); what is looked fo r is not the actual moth
er but an ' imago', which provides safet y a nd 
s ti ll leaves hunger. 
incubus 

1. the word means ' to lie on' ; according to 
many Church-fathers an incubus is an angel, 

insect 

who fell because of lust for women; the corre
sponding devil appearing to men is a succubus 
(= 'to lie under'); when con nected wi th a cer
tain witch or sorcerer, it is a 'familiar'; 2. as the 
dream is sexual, the incub us is often inter
changeab le with the mare demon; 3. this way 
children can be born from 'virgins', because the 
devil (as succubus) steals a man's seed, which he 
inseminates into the woman as an incubus; the 
devils are generally fast idious in their choice of 
semen, only taking the best available; they may 
also select it from nocturnal emissions or mas
turbat ion; 4. nuns are especially subject to at
tacks from incubi, and women wi th beautiful 
ha ir; as a s in it was on a par w ith buggery or 
bestiality, since the devil is of another species; 
Merlin was the son of an in cubus a nd a nun, a 
king's da ugh ter (G . of Monmouth : Hist. 6, 18). 
India 

I. source of fabulous wealth: a. " Her bed is 
India; there she lies, a pearl": T rail. 1, l; v. also 
H8 4, I ; b. sometimes mentio ned as "The 
Indies'', meaning both East and West in the 
same sense; 2. spices: "The spiced Indian air" : 
MND 2, l; 3. the disagreement between Oberon 
and Titan ia was about an " Indian" changeling, 
from a concubine who was a votress in the ser
vice of Titania-Diana-Moon: MND 2, l . 
indigo 

I. night, evil ; 2. astro/. : a . related to Saturn 
(anciently ); b. related to Jupiter. 
inexhaustible suppliers 

I . the vessel of plenty often having the pow
er of speech (controlled by the mother-goddess, a 
sun-god, or underworld-deities), which is con
stantly sought by heroes: earth's riches to be 
sought every year; 2. exam ples : a. cornucopia 
(Horn of Amalthea ); vulva; b. circular objects 
(the year's cycle, Zodiac, etc.): the Round Ta
ble, etc.; c. other symbols of containment: ship, 
ark; d. phallic sym bo ls: the Tree of Life ; e. in 
Brit ish tradit ion the best-known cup is the H. 
Grail, entering the ha ll after a clap of thunder 
as a gleam; it circled the hall (Zodiac), and the 
Knights, 'struck dumb', found their plates filled 
with the food they desired (a dish in Welsh tra
dition); moreover, with the b leeding spear , it 
restored fertility "to the land of the Fisher-king. 
inn 

I. place of freedom, power without pomp, 
in hum ility; 2. Richard ll's wife compares her 
husband to a most beau tiful inn : "Why should 
hard-favoured grief be lodged in thee, When 
triumph (= Henry Bolingbroke) is become an 
ale-house guest?": R2 5 , l. 
insect 

I . short life; 2. red uced pr imeval monster 
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instruments 

with decreased sensibility; they have no breath 
or blood (in our sense): Pliny (I I , lff.); 3. 
semen: a. conception was sometimes attributed 
to the accirlental swallowing o f an insect; cf. 
the eat ing of beans; b. Minos was cursed (by his 
jealous wife, the moon.goddess Pasiphae) with 
discha rging, no t seed, b ut insects, scorpions, 
serpents, millepedes, e tc., eating on the insides 
of his copartners in lovemak ing (a plague of 
verm in attributed to the sexual potency of the 
fertility-king); 4. D. Thomas: a. an art iculated 
product of meta morphosis, a poem; b. "a 
wooden insect": an ar tificial poem; c. poem + 
' in-sect ': cut in half, the ' intricate image', the 
incomplete ha lves fo rming o ne synthesis, the 
words together fo rm ing one whole poem ; d. 
" insect-faced" : forefa thers. 
instruments 

I . potentiali ties; 2. desires; 3. action; 4. v. 
Implements, Tools. 
intersection 

I. conj unction, q .v., comm unicat ion; 2. in
version , q.v., where a change of direction is in
duced or so ught (often having the 'binding' 
function of a knot): a. the crossing of fingers or 
objects; b. in dances over crossed swords or 
bars: encourage the change to (or, cure of) 
what is hoped fo r, generally fer tility; 3. any 
intersection , but especially the mot ionless point 
where lime and eternity meet. 
intestines 

I . c irculation ; 2. a/ch. : the alembic; 3. folk
lore: (Ro me) of birds a nd fish: aphrodisiac. 
inversion 

I . we ca n force the opposite of a state to 
become a realit y by vio lent action , e.g. a sacri
fice (q.v.): causing dea th to enforce life (fertil i
ty); however, a sta te of permane nt dual antago
nism may result , e.g. the Trident as 'inverted' 
Trinity; 2. nothi ng in nature just happens; the 
course of events m ust be forced, (e.g. the return 
of the sun at a n eclipse, or in spring), either by 
a s imilar action (= homoeopathic magic: ' like 
kills like'), or by the opposite (= inversion); 
thus continuity in life is ass ured by regular sac
rifices: death perm its rebirth ; 3. 1he principle is 
rela ted to Involution (q.v.), btJt is a more direc1 
act ion; 4. forms: construct ion - + destruct ion; 
love - + hate; black - + white; insult of a god 
- + praise; 5. the more terrible a situat ion, the 
greater the sacrifice req uired to undo it ; 6 . 
psych. : expression o f t!1e impossible by con
tras!; 7. numbers: 2 a nd 11 ; 8. emblems: a. 
double spirals, quiver of arrows, the Hanged 
Man ; b. the malevolent v. 1he beneficent ani
mals: toad/frog; scorpio n/scarab ; rhi noceros/ 
unicorn ; basilisk/cock; wasp/bee; he-goat /cow, 
CIC. 
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invisibility 
I. repression, or what is repressed ; 2. d i 111 

lution; death, or (future) fertili ty; 3. rclull'il 111 
Night Sea-crossing (q .v. ) and Devourin11 (IJ v I 
4. a/ch.: 'sol n iger'; 5. v. Hood, flelmrt. N 111r 
involution 

I . the reverting (often voluntar ily) to ,1 I'• • 
vious, less evoluted stage of existence (a 1 t·y11 
sion), when the exist ing situation does nol 11 
isfy, in order to get 'a new start' ; a 'de tuu1 I' 
overcome an obstacle; it is a more gratl 111I 
cyclic and inevitable process than Invc1 '11111 
q.v. ; 2. it has as favourable a meaning al 1i1111•• 11 
Evolu tion : reverting to death in order 10 , 11 
force Rebirth, or the ret urn of fertility; 3 1111 
ter ialization, as the opposite of spiritua li1;1t h111 
4 . astral.: related to Pisces; 5. modern li teral 1111 
tends to stress 'en tropy' which differs 11 11111 
Involution in so fa r tha t either a perma1w111 I 
stagnant stage is reached, or o ne of inane 11111 
lion (like the mili tary), whereas real Invo lu11t111 
(like the dying Phoen ix, the grain of corn , t' l l 1 
presupposes a dealh ripening towards a 111·11 
cycle of Evolut ion . 
Ireland 

I . drun kenness: " Ireland sober is Irel11111I 
stiff"; 2. laziness: " The Englishman weep:., 1111' 
lrisbman sleeps, but the Scotchman gangs wh1h 
(= goes till) he gets it"; 3. querulo usness: ",111 
Irishman is never at peace b ul when he is l1gh1 
ing"; 4 . superstition ; proverbially lucky (rel 111 
the sha mrock); 5. kings and princes all; 6 . ""' 
blems: a. shamrock, bog oak, green gra l>\, h 
golden harp, shillelagh (club): c. colour: grc1•11, 
d . high fe ll ha t with a clay pipe in the ribh11 11 
iris 

I. the plant was na med after the goddess h 1 
('ra inbow') , messenger of the gods; she put s 111 
sleep all gods guilt y of perjury; 2. relat ed 111 
death and fer tili ty: a. the Triple Goddess in ht•1 
death-aspect: the ' iris' is then the 3-petalktl 
neur-Oe-lis (also called 'narcissus'); b. used 111 

wreaths of Demeter and Persepho ne; c . wilh 
parsley (mourning) it was fo und in the meat! 
ows of Calypso, as a death-flower; d. sacred 111 
Hera, goddess of marriage; 3. hope; 4. lighl 
' fl cur-Oe-lis' = flower of light ; cf. Germ. 'lily ' I 
b urn ; 5. pur ity: in Spanish paint ings often a11 
emblem of the Immaculate Conception; t h1• 
Pisidian iris is so sacred that elaborate rit1•, 

must be performed when it is d ug, a nd the pc1 
so ns do ing it m ust be chaste: Pliny (2 1, 19);6 
power, royalty : as such it stresses the royalty ol 
Mary, Queen of Heaven ; 7. eloquence; 8. /J 
Thomas: related to the Goddess: a. Mary\ 
ligh t-receiving eye; b. goddess of the rainbow, 
virgin mother of the cross+ Mercury as messen 
ger of the gods; 9 . folklore: (Ovid) the iris fro m 

lllyria was used as a cosme1 ic (De Med . Fae. 
74 ); 10. v. lily and Narcissus, with which the 
Im is often confounded. 
Iron 

I . related to the astral world, as the first 
uon was (believed to be) meteoric; 2. hard ness, 
durability, constancy; 3. cruelty, bondage: e.g. 
In the Bible: the period in Egyp t (the 'fur
nace') ; its discovery was a disaster for mankind 
lllerodotus I , 68); the best and worst of ores: 
11\Cd in agric ult ure and in war (Pliny 34, 39); 4. 
t~llience; 5. punishment, the 'rod of iron' as 
Inst rument of God : Ps. 2, 9; Rev. 2, 27; 6. re
li1 ted to b lood, which is red because of the iron 
m it ; 7. magnetic iron is connected with the 
' ky-gods, which pursue the gods of darkness re
presented by non-magnetic iron (e.g. Seth) ; 8. 
astral.: governs the planet Mars; 9. psych.: the 
Fat her-Spirit archetype o f ten occurs as small 
iron (-clad ) men in folk tales; 

IO. special literary meanings: A. Darrte: (Inf. 
( '. 8): the walls of the City of Dis in the Under
world are ' like iron'; B. W. Blake: a. in tellect ; b. 
' piritual warfa re (e.g. "America", Prel.); c. the 
d1ains of Jealousy; C. D. Thom as: the (human) 
llesh (like all metals) ; I I . combinations: a. iron 
a1:e: v. Ages o f Man; b. iron bed : v. Bed ; c. iron 
1'11ariot: a very murderous weapon: with 
,cythes and spikes at the wheels; d. iron crown : 
1he Crown of Lombardy, made of gold , with a 
narrow band of iron in it, made of o ne of the 
na ils of the Crucifixion ; used , for exam ple, at 
1he crowning of Charlemagne; e. iron gauntlet: 
mstrument of tor ture: bilboes, a n iron bar with 
~ tiding manacles to limit the movements of a 
prisoner (often on board ship); f. iron hand: of 
Goetz von Berlichingen; h. iron man: v. Man; i. 
iron mask : "The man in the iron mask" was a 
mysterio us prisoner in the reign of Louis XIV 
or France, who, when travelling fro m o ne pri
son to another always wore a black velvet mask; 
many interesting suggestions have been made, 
but his ident ity remains a mystery; j. iron tree: 
~allows; k . iron wall: ships, as the defence o f 
Britain ; g. iron m aid of Nuremberg: a medieval 
mstrum ent of tor ture: a human-shaped coffi n 
with spikes inward , in which a vict im was 
placed , a nd which was then closed; 

12. f olk lore: A. protection aga inst evil spir
its, the most powerful weapon against witches: 
a. the 'sons of Belial' cannot be "taken with 
hand s: But the man that shall to uch them must 
be fenced (or, ' fil led' ) with iron and the staff of 
a spear": 2Sam. 23, 6f.; cf. Pliny (34. 44) ; b. v. 
horse-shoe; iron is also often 'tapped' to avert 
evil, instead of wood; c. nails arc driven intn 
cradles, and the beds o f women in child b ir th ; or 

island 

scissors are hidden in them; d. when suicides 
were buried on cross-roads, an iron stake was 
often driven through the bodies to prevent 
them fro m rising; the same was done w ith vam
pires (who, like witches, are afraid of iron); e. 
example of the difficulties witches have in 
passing iron is to be found in Coleridge's 
"Christable" (Prt. I ), whe re Geraldine met a 
ga te, which was "ironed wi thin and w it hout"; 
B. lucky: in general iron objects found on the 
road (horse-shoes, nails, cic.) are lucky. 
Ishtar 

I. vegetation-goddess: each year she de
scends into the underwor ld to rescue her son
lover, dropping art icles of clothing on the way 
down as a ransom to the por ters; at last she 
stands naked before Queen Ara llu, and then re
turns, p ick ing up he r dress aga in gradually, 
when she r ises to the upper world : a. n udity 
representing lack of vegeta t ion; b. the phases of 
the moon; c. any cyclic existence; 2. in her 
Canaanite form of Ashtarte she is often fo und 
in the Bible: exciting ho rned fig ures have been 
discovered, and her cult (and its accompanying 
religious prostitu tion) is frequently mentio ned; 
she was of ten adored together with ' Baa l'(= the 
Lord ), but must be distingu ished fro m the 
Ashera, q.v. ; sometimes she is mentioned offi
cially (e.g. with reference to Solomon in Kings 
11 , 5 and 33), somet imes her name got the 
pejora tive vowels Ashtoreth . 
Isis 

I. hier. of her name: 'a throne'; 2. she is 
ment ioned throughout this book , e.g. in con
nection with the G reat Goddess, Osiris, the sis
trum, girdle, emerald , e tc.; 3. in RomL she was 
mainly invoked against the dangers of the sea 
(e.g. Juvenal 12, 27f.). 
island 

I . iso lation ; 2. solitude, stab ility, superior i
ty, refuge from surround ing med iocr ily; or 
fro m the sea of passions; 3. the cha llenge of the 
undiscovered : a. " Put for th their sons to seek 
preferment out : Some to the wars, to try their 
fortune there; Some to d iscover islands fa r 
away, some to the studio us u niversit ies": Gent. 
1, 3; b. a kind of Utopia, the Ear thly Paradise 
as a n island , which has bee n lost , a nd if ever 
fo und, is never returned fro m ; perhaps related to 
the next; 4 . the Island of the Blessed : an island 
of women: a. where men (dead, or in a t rance) 
live wi th (a) goddess(es), sought thro ughou t 
life; an example is Calypso' s island , and the Is
land of Fair Women, priestesses o n b urial 
islands; Poseidon sent his son Lycus there 
(Apo llodo rus 3, 10, I ) and Thetis snatched 
Achilles' body fro m the pyre and put him there 
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lssachar 

(with Helena for wife and Patroclus for friend); 
v. White ; b. as the Land of the Dead: the nega
tive Centre; c. somet imes we can equate island 

women = monster - hero; d. nymphs were 
turned into islands, e.g. those who slighted 
Achenous (and one, because he loved her): 
Ovid (Metam. 8, 575ff. ); 

5. Floating I slands: a. once Delos ("quam 
vix erratica Delos"), . also known as Ortygia 
('quail', q.v.) ; b. Symplegades; c. Aiolos: of the 
god of winds: Homer (Od. 10, 3); 6. the City of 
a Hundred Isles: "Where Venice sate in state, 
throned on her hundred isles": Lord Byron 
(Childe H.'s Pilg. 4 , l); 7. the signs of the Zo
diac were seen as Islands, as well as Houses; 8. 
psych.: refuge from the menacing 'sea of the 
unconscious', so consciousness plus will; 9. lit
erary references: A.H. Melville: peace and joy, 
but encompassed by all the horrors of the half
known life; B. Ch. Baudelaire: a. order, beauty , 
peace ("L'Jnvitation au Voyage") ; b. Venus' 
love-island, where amid venereal horrors he 
fi nds a gibbet , from which hangs his own image 
("Voyage a Cythere"); C'. J. Conrad: destruc
tive illusion of apartness, whereas it appears 
that no man is an island; D. W.B. Yeats: retreat 
from the disorder of the world into the never
never island of love and idleness ( in several 
poems of "Crossways"); E. D. Thomas: isola
tion in immortality and spiritual death ("Un
lucky for a death"). 
lssachar 

I. fifth son of Jacob, by Leah, who sa id 
"God hath given me my hire, because I have 
given my maiden to my husband" (Gen. 30, 
I8) ; or, ' I have paid honestly for you': with the 
mandrakes; 2. agriculture; 3. Zodiac: governs 
Taurus; 4. emblem: a. an ass crouching between 
its burdens: Jacob 's prophecy (Gen. 50, 14); b. 
colour: black (or blue); c. gem: sapphire (A.V.). 
Italy 

1. second home of the English : (voluntary) 
banishment, refuge; 2. according to Erasmus 
(Stult. Laus) they claim: a. erudit ion; b. elo
quence; c. to be the only cultured people on 
earth; 3. W. Shakespeare: a. "tha t pleasant 
country's earth": R2 4, I ; b. Italian courtesans 
were proverbially charming in his time: "Those 
girls from Italy, take heed of them" (All's W. 2, 
1), and "Some jay of I ta ly" (Cymb. 3, 4); c. 
e.~perts in poisoning: i:.g. ~amle.~; 4.' '; Donnel 
( Elegy written on his n11stress ): a. indiffer
ent; b. homosexual; 5. proverb: a. "The Italians 
are wise before the deed" ; b. " Inglese italianato 
e un diavolo incarnato" (An Italianate English
man is a devil incarna te); 6. child/ore: a. writ
ten on the back of envelopes as a cryptic mes-
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sage: " I Trust And Love You"; b. nurwrv 
rhyme: " Long-legged Italy Kicked poor S11 1lv 
Right in the midd le of the Mediterranean S1•.1' 
itching (tingling) 

I. (sexual) desire (to do something); 2. " 11 11 
itchy palm": mercenary: Caes. 4, 3; 3. elbow' 
itch with joy: 1 H4 5, I ; 4. folklore: the 111 11 ~ 1 
usual explanations of sudden causeless i tchir'I' 
tingling, burning in the face, hands or feet , et< 
visitor, surprise, love. money etc. coming. 
ivory 

1. purity ; as such an attribute of : a. the lk 
loved : "his belly is as bright ivory overlaid wrth 
sapphires" (SoS 5, 14), and "Thy neck is a\ 11 

tower of ivory" (7, 4); b. the Virgin Mary; 1 
ha rdness, resistance: a. "the houses of ivory ( 
inlaid with ivory) sha ll perish" (Amos 3, 15) tn 
show the Lord's supreme power; cf. also Ps. 4 \ , 
8, and Amos 6, 4: "beds of ivory"; b. Christia11 
moral fort itude; 3. wealth : e.g. Solomon ', 
Throne: a. it had the sun-Oisk behind and abovt• 
and probably a bull's head at the back; two l ion~ 
served as arm-rests, and beside it 10 (together 
making twelve, like the oxen of the Molten Sea) 
!Kings 10, 18; b. M.A.: it came to stand for Mary 
ivory as purity, and the gold as perfect love, 01 
her sun-son; 

4. combinations: A. ivory gate: (Greek) th1• 
fa lse dreams leave the City of Dreams through 
the Ivory Gate· (cf. Horn); ref. Homer (Od. 19, 
562ff.); Vergil (Aen. 6, 893); B. ivory housr 
Ahab's: !Kings 39, Amos 3, 15, Ps. 45 , 8;C. ivory 
palace: ivory crowned the gables of the Palace ol 
the Sun : Ovid (Mctam. 2, 3); D. ivory period 
Aurignacia n, or Upper Paleolithic, characterized 
by the use of ivory, bone, o r antler tools, poly 
chrome cave-pa intings, etc.; E. ivory quiver : 
Atalanta's: Ovid (Metam. 6, 402ff.); F. ivory 
sceptre: a. Jove's: Ovid (Me tam. 8, 320); b. the 
sceptre of Aeetes, king of Colchis: Ovid 
(Metam. 7, 103); G. ivory shoulder: when 
PelOps had been torn to pieces and served for 
dinner by Tantalus, he was put together again, 
but the shoulder-bone was missing, as Demeter 
had absent-mindedly eaten it ; an ivory one was 
substitut ed: Ovid (Metam. 6, 402ff.); thus he 
became connected with 'dolphin' (q.v.) - por
poise-ivory; H. ivory statue: Pygmalion's statue, 
which came to life, was made of ivory; their 
daughter was called Paphos, after whom the is
land was named: Ovid (Metam. JO, 247 - 297) ; 
I. ivory tower: a. retreat from the world : shut
ting one's eyes to• reality; b. David's tower ; c. 
the Church ; d .' emblem of the Virgin Mary ; J. 
ivory necklaces: to Demeter's temple (v. also G) 
came nine maidens with fair robes and neck
laces of carven ivory. 

Ivy 
I . general: A. it is both male and female: a. 

111.rlc: sacred to vegetation-gods as an evergreen ; 
h lcmale: its flowers being divided into five 
p11rts suggest its sacredness to the Great God
oh•ss; moreover, its clinging, and ultimate sti
llln11, suggests that goddess in her various as
tll'l'ts; c. in Medieval carols ivy and holly stood 
lur Girl and Boy respectively, which repre
.c·ntcd the sexes contending for superiority at 
Yule-tide (in songs, poetry, etc.); v. also Folk
lurc below; B. it was used to make the colour 
rrd, used in male fertility-rites; C. it is the last 
llower to be sucked by bees (as marshmallow is 
1hc first); D. Celtic calendar: the period Sep-
11•mber 30 - October 27, and the letter G (v. 
I 'ulendar); 2. life, vegetation (evergreen): I. 
mule gods: A. sacred to Dionysus: a. the Bas
i.irrids waved fir-branches, spirally wreathed 
with ivy in October for Dionysus, with a roe
huck tattooed on their right arms; b. the 
1hyrsus was ivy-twined; this might point to 
Dionysus being a beer-god before he was a 
wine-god; c. in the Bacchanalian mysteries ivy 
was carried in a basket, representing Bacchus 
horn by Selene, when she was thrown into the 
river in a basket (representation on a Greek 
coin); B. sacred to Osiris, as vegetation-god; C. 
sacred to Attis: the eunuch-priests in the ser
vice of Attis (and Cybele) were tattooed with 
ivy.leaves; D. related to the Saturnalia: Saturn's 
Gold Crest Wren nests in ivy; II. female deities: 
a. the goddess Cissia ('ivy') presided over the 
ivy and vine-revels of the waning year, in hon
our of Athene, whose feast was in the ivy
rnonth; b. the Bacchanals used it to inspire the 
desired fury; as in the case of Attis, male and 
female deities and servants tend to mix ; c. em
blem of Thalia; III . M.A.: emblem of Life, Eter
nity, and Celestial Joy ; 

3. death and immortality, resurrection: a. 
sacred to Death, daughter of Night; b. burial 
nower ; c. spiral growth: resurrection; 4. imper
ishable affections of love and friendship: a. 
Greek: given to a br idal couple by the priest to 

ivy 

signify constan t love; b. "But fi rst set my poor 
heart free Bound in those Ivy chains by thee": 
Beaumont and Fletcher (Song from "The 
Bloody Brother": 'Take, Oh Take those lips 
away .. .'); c. "the female ivy so Enrings the 
barky fingers of the elm": MND 4, I ; 5. tenaci
ty of memory (mixed with fidelity and regret 
of death): on tombs; 6. ambition: attribute of 
Industry; 7. immortal poetry: lyric poetry 
(with laurel and myrtle for heroic and pastoral); 
8. killing parasite, ingratitude: a. it destroys 
that which it clings to and which helps it to 
grow; b. "he was The ivy which had hid my 
princely trunk And sucked my verdure out on 
't": Temp. I , 2; c. in Err. (2, 2) it is used in 
con nect ion with the 'stra nge woman' in the 
husband-elm and vine-wife context; 9 . obscuri· 
ty; 

l 0. intoxicant: a. in England an ale was 
made of it, it was chewed for orgiastic pur
poses, and it was used as lining for other intoxi
cating drinks; ivy-ale is still used at Trinity Col
lege, Oxford; b. a garland ('bush') is hung out
side taverns and vintners' shops, because ivy has 
the power to separate water from wine when 
these are mixed in a bowl; c. Odysseus gave 
wine to Polyphemus in an ivy bowl; 11 . lrer.: 
strong and lasting friendship or co nstant love; 
12. astrol.: governs Saturn; 13. J. Joyce: a. re
lated to Bacchus (who died and rose again); b. 
the sprig of ivy in the button-hole was a sign of 
the followers of Parnell ; 14. folklore: A. in 
Christmas decorations it is lucky for women, 
just as holly is lucky for men; B. protection: 
growing on a house it protects against witch
craft and evil; if it suddenly withers it is a sure 
portent of coming misfortune ; C. medicinal: a. 
cure for sick goats (Pliny 8, 41 ); b. leaves 
soaked in vinegar ca n be put on a corn; c. wa
ter, in which leaves have been steeped, is good 
for sore eyes; d. its leaves and berries avert evil 
effects of drinking too much: it deranges the 
mind (for prophetic inspiration), but clears it 
after too much drinking: Pliny (24, 4 7). 
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J 
1. the use of the j-symbol began in the M.A. 

(like the dot on the i) to distinguish it from an 
n, m, etc. in the neighbourhood, when used ini
tially; A.S.: 'year'; 2. it symbolizes the same as 
I {q.v.); 3. correspondences: a. body: lungs; b. 
Tarot: the Wheel; c. Zodiac: Virgo {or Capri
corn). 
Jachin and Boaz 

I. the two pillars in Solomon's temple; they 
are described as 'right' and 'left', but it is hard 
to decide which is which, even if in general the 
temple descriptions are done from the eye of 
someone standing inside; 2. traditional view: a. 
Jachin ('right' = East): 'the Lord may attack', 
or 'God confirms'; it also stands for Beauty; 
lunar synthesis; b. Boaz ('left' =West): 'in Him 
{or It) is strength', or 'Baal is strong'; ref. !Kings 
7, 21; Sun, voice, spirit, feeling, volition ; 3. ac
cording to R. Graves: a. Boaz= the lucky right: 
spirally fluted, it represents growth, the waxing 
sun; b. J achin = the unlucky left: vertically 
fluted, it represents cursing, decay, the waning 
sun. 
Jack 

1. proverbial: the typical servant: a. "Yule is 
come, and Yule is gone, And we have feasted 
well; So Jack must to his flail again, And Jenny 
to her wheel"; b. "Jack would be a gentleman, 
if he could speak French"; c. "Every Jack has 
his Jill", and "A good Jack makes a good Jill"; 
v. also Jack and Jill separate; 2. nursery 
rhymes: most songs and accompanying games 
are related to fertility-rites, e.g.: "Jack be nim
ble, Jack be quick, Jack jump over The candle 
stick"; there are several rhymes to accompany 
boys or girls jumping over candle-sticks, a fertil
ity-rite comparable to jumping over bonfires; 3. 
a 'knave': "Since every Jack became a gentle
man, There's many a gentle person made a 
Jack": R3 l , 3; a reference to the proverb; 4. a 
general word of contempt: Car. 5, 2: "Jack 
guardant"; 5. D. Thomas: "Jacks of Frost": 
frosty jacks (=; penes), with which the Boys of 
Summer finger the womb-hives; and a play on 
Jack Frost. 
Jack Horner 

1. nursery-rhyme: "Little Jack Horner Sat 
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in a corner, Eating a Christmas pie; He put i11 
his thumb, And pulled out a plum, And said , 
What a good boy am !!"; 2. origin: Jack Horfll' r 
was steward to the last Abbot of Glastonbur~ 
in the reign of Henry VIII, at the dissolution ol 
the monasteries; he had to carry a pie to thr 
king, in which the deeds of twelve manors (one ol 
which was the Mansion of Mells) were hidden , 
the abbot thus hoped to appease the king; 0 11 
the way Jack put his finger in the pie, and 
found the deeds, keeping the deed of the Man 
sion to him self. 
Jack and Jill 

I. nursery-rhyme: "There were two black 
birds Sat upon a hill, The one was named Jack, 
The other was Jill; Fly away Jack, Fly away 
Jill, Come again Jack, Come again Jill", and 
"Jack and Jill Went up the hill, To fetch a pail 
of water; Jack fell down, And broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after"; 2. explained : a 
two children (in the Edda) had been sent out 
by their father to fetch song-mead from a hid 
den mountain-spring; when they had filled their 
pail, they were carried off by the Moon-<leity; 
sometimes the girl still sprinkles her song-mead 
for the minstrels; b. many other explanations 
have been given for their going up the hill, an 
unlikely place to fetch water, unless it is to 
gather magical dew-water; 3 . any pair of lunar 
lovers. 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

1. he steals the treasures (fertility) of a gian t 
{All-Father), a bag of riches (rain, or rain· 
winds), the hen that lays the golden eggs (sun), 
and a harp (wind-maker): man stealing the 
treasures of a god, a common theme; 2. bean· 
stalk: Yggdrasil, the World-Tree ; 3. v. number 
Five. 
Jack-a' -lantern 

1. a pale bluish light seen over graveyards 
and swamps ('ignis fatuus', like the Will·o'·the· 
Wisp): d eceptive attraction; also called Corpse 
Candle, q .v.; 2. U.S.: the hollow pumpkin with 
a candle inside, used at Hallowe'en. 
Jack the G iant·killer 

1. similar to Jack and the Beanstalk: he 
blew the Giant's trumpet (wind), and stole his 
three treasures; 2. he owns a magic cap (wis· 

110111), a coat (of invisibility), shoes {swiftness) 
und a sword (rays); 3. explained: a. Jack (= 
Odin) the Killer of the Giants of Darknes~ (or 
harrenness); b. Corineus the Trojan, com panion 
of Brutus, good-natured giant, content to kill all 
other giants, and be king of Cornwall. 
jackal 

1. general: a. a lunar animal: it feeds on 
corpses, is a night-prowler, and howls to the 
moon; b. it hunts up the lion's prey for him ; cf. 
ll yaena; 2. Egypt: a. the Jackal-god Anubis, 
(;uardian of the dead , assisted Isis in co llecting 
the pieces of Osiris (when he was dismembered 
hy Seth), and putting them together again; 
though devourer at night the jackal can be re-
11arded as a mother-symbol {like the vulture); 1t 
may be related to the appearance of the Dog
~tar (Sirius) at the highest point of the solstice; 
v. also Dismemberment; b. Tef(e)nut, a raingod· 
dcss sometimes identified with the Great God· 
dcss' (sometimes androgynous) Mut, and with 
the harvest-<leity Renenulet (Renenet); c. judge; 
d. maker of tracks (comparable to the Fox); e. 
Inter it was sometimes replaced by a Dog; 3. 
death, carrion-eater; 4. intellect, keenness (of 
smell) ; 5. cowardly service: v. 1, b; 6. Chris tian: 
a. Christ as psycho pomp; b. draws the sun-bark 
through the night (cf. Swan); 7. astrol.: carries 
the sun through Taurus. 
lackdaw 

· 1. ignorance: "in these nice sharp quillets of 
the law, Good faith, I am no wiser than a daw" : 
1116 2, 4; 2. vanity, empty conceit: .a. in Aesop's 
Fables a daw wanted to become king of birds 
with borrowed plumes, but was exposed when 
they dropped off; b. o ne daw, because it was 
bigger, wanted to live among the crows, was not 
accepted, and became an outlaw with the other 
daws as well (Aesop) ; 3. stupidity: sitting on a 
fig-tree with unripe figs, it starved while waiting 
for them to ripen {Aesop); 4. thief: Arne was 
punished for her desire for gold by being 
changed into a jackdaw, and thus still longs for 
glittering things: Ovid (Metam . 7, 467); 5. 
shares the unfavourable meanings of Crow and 
Kite, but can be tamed: "Where dwell'st 
thou" ... "!'th' city of kites and crows" ... "Then 
thou dwell'st with daws too?" - "No, I serve 
not thy master": Car. 4, 5; 6. folklore: a. they 
share some of the evil omens of Magpie; b. it is 
unlucky to see one by itself, especially on the 
left of the seer; c. sometimes (like magpies) 
they are kept by farmers as watchbirds, because 
they chatter at the approach of strangers; they 
are also harbingers of rain {Ovid: Amores 2, 6, 
34). 

Janus 

Jacob 
J. sun-hero: a wanderer, with a Sacred Heel, 

doing work in the service of those below him; 
he was married to Leah (dawn) and Rachel 
(moon); his children are the Stars; 2. Jacob' s 
Ladder: a. Tree of Life ; b. may be related to 
the ladder of Ra and Horus, by which the 
blessed rise to heaven ; c. M.A.: it consists of 15 
rungs(= 15 viitues) held together; d. Dante: it 
reaches from the Sphere of Saturn (where Ab
stinence and Contemplation are rewarded) to 
Highest Heaven (Par. C. 21); 3. Jacob's Staff: a. 
phallus; b. pilgrimage: St. Jacob-James and 
wandering Jacob-Israel combined. 
jade 

1. power; 2. purity ; 3. 11irtues: a. gives wis
dom, impartiality, courage, and charity; b. pro
tects against kidney-trouble; general health· 
amulet; c. a goodluck·talisman, especially for 
racing men; 4. China: a. all the virtues: given to 
a first wife (the second gets a diamond); b. im
mortality: jade tigers and dragons represent the 
increase and decrease of nat ural forces; c. mas· · 
culine Yang; d. dry Elements. 
James the Great, St. 

1. John's brother; the two brothers were 
called 'Boanerges' {Sons of Thunder) by Christ ; 
2. his body, placed in a boat of stone (or mar· 
ble) miraculously reached Spain; a knight, see
ing the boat, was thrown into the sea by his 
horse shying at the approach of the boat; he 
was rescued by the Saint, but his clothes were 
covered by scallops, still the symbol for Spain, 
but especially the province of Galicia; his head 
was buried to protect Spain (cf. the heads of 
Adam, Arthur, Bran, e tc.); 3. ruler of Sagitta
rius. 
James the Less, St. 

1. the Way of St. James : the Milky Way; 2. 
ruler of Gemini. 
January 

1. fest ivities (usually the first of January, 
but sometimes Old New Year= Twelfth Night): 
a. the end of the festival for the return of the 
sun; v. Janus; b. the Feast of Circumcision; c. 
the Feast of Fools (q.v.); 2. proverbs: a. "If 
Janueer's calends be summerly gay, 'Twill be 
winterly weather till the calends of May"; b. "If 
the grass grows in Janiveer, It will grow the . 
worse for't all the year". 
Janus 

I. wholeness: a. past and future: history and 
(fore)knowledge, rela ted to the double-headed 
eagle; b. all pairs of opposites: Gemini (q.v.) 
and Inversion, and mutual sacrifice; e. priest 
and monarch; 2. mastery of all things; the pri-
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jar 

mal god of light (stem Di = ' bright'), Dianus, 
which became Janus in Latin and Zan(= Zeus) 
in Greece; 3. the Door-god (of the year): v. 
Hawthorn and Oak; 4. the first hours of the 
day, the first month after the winter-solst ice; 5. 
the crea tor of the ch ild in its mother's womb; 
6. v. Door. 
jar 

I . rain-charm, source of plenty; 2. burial
attribute: a. Greek: bottomless jars on the 
graves of unmarried women (the 'thirsty-ones'). 
who put an end to drought when their own 
thirsts are quenched; b. Egypt : the viscera re
moved at mummification were put in the fou r 
directions, with a special deity (sons of Horus) 
to protect each kind of intestines; 3. st ill move
mcnt; 4. v. Vase. 
jasmine 

I. delica te beauty, grace, love; 2. fragrance; 
3. amiability, especially the White Jasm ine, 
most referred to in poetry; 4. memory: one of 
the flowers req uested to deck Lycidas' hearse 
(M ilton); 5. separation; 6. Ch ristian: a. heaven ly 
felicity; b. attribute of the Virgin-Mother; 7. 
palm a nd jasmine: "Where to the palm the jas
min cleaves ... " there is Adoratio n of God: Chr. 
Smart ("A Song to David"). 
jasper 

1. an impure variety of quartz (in essence 
sil ica), o f varying co lour, usually opaque; an
ciently the term a lso com prised chrysopase and 
other types of cha lcedony; 2. joy; 3. wisdom; 4. 
praise; 5 . virtues: a. provides constancy; b. 
brings consolation in misery and courage in dis
appointments; c. st rengthens alertness and un
selfishness; d. stre ngthens the stomach; e. the 
'smaragdus iaspis' variety helps public spea kers: 
Pliny (37, 37); 6. the Bible: a. on the Breast
plate of the Highpriest it was perhaps green 
chalcedony, representing the tribe of Benjam in ; 
according to R. Graves the clear green jasper 
represented Dinah (the female season of rain); 
b. the colour of God (with sardine): Rev. 4, 3; 
c. the New Jerusa lem is " like a jasper s tone, 
clear as crystal": Rev. 2 1, 11 ; 7. Rome: a jasper 
seal was used by the emperors as a charm; 8. 
astral.: Virgo or Libra; red Jaspis: Aries. 
jaundice 

envy or jealousy: "What grief ha th set the 
jaundice on your checks?": Troil. I , 3. 
javelin 

I. the javelin that never missed its aim (su n
ray): that of Cephalus, who accidentally killed 
his wife. with it: Ovid (Metam. 7, 670ff.); 2. v. 
Spear. 
jaw 

I . power: a. Sam son killed a thousand (= 
very many) Philistines with the jawbone of an 
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ass (v. Ass); b. "for thou has sm itten all 111 1111 

enemies upon rhe cheek bonr" (Ps. 3. 7): al\11 
"bridl ing the j aw", or " I will put hooks in ! It ~ 
jaw"; perhaps therefore a slap on the j aw 1 

more degrading than harmful ; 2. usually p111 
phetic: the jawbones and navel-st rings of thr 
hero-patriarchs were kept in caves, where th1•1· 
asked prophecies of their ghosts; 3. as par t 111 
the sacrifice: the portions allotted to the pril''I 
("cheeks and maw": Deut. 18, 4); 4. "marh!t 
jaws" : the sepulchre: Ham. I , 4. 
jay 

I. genera lly unfavourable: a. Chaucer: " 1h1· 
scornful jay" (Po l' 346); b. Shakespear.· 
image-cluster: jay - clothing - serpen ts 
drunkenness(= ' nose-pa inting') - deception ; 1 

it was also a symbol for Shakespeare's hatred ol 
make-up; 2. loose or fla shy women : a "pain t 
cd bird"; 3. simpleton, bumpkin; 4 . imita tor 
Heracles Was once led to his beloved (exposed 
with her child) by a jay, imitating the child\ 
cries: Pausanias (8. 12); 5. weather-prediction 
when they ret urn late from feeding they predil:I 
storms (Pliny 18, 87). 
J ehova 

I . Gnostic names used as talismans: a 
Ad ona i: empire; b. El: magnificence; c. Elohim 
severi ty; d. Jah: wisdo m ; e. Jehovah: prudence; 
f. Zabbaoth : glory and victory; 2. v. Sephira. 
Spheres, and Yahweh. 
jelly 

I . human fear: "Whilst they, distilled almost 
to jelly with the act of fear ... ": Ham. l , 2; 2 

ielly-[islt: a. hunt by night; b. when they float 
on the surface they pred ict storms. 
jerkin 

a leather jerkin :- a. a constable's jacket (a 
'buff jerkin): ref. IH4 J, 2; b. ambiguity of 
thought: " A plague of opinion! a man may 
wear it on both sides, like a lea ther jerkin" : 
Troil. 3, 3; c. was a garment worthy of so great 
a king as Arthur (G. of Monmo uth, Hist. 9, 4 ). 
Jerusalem 

the Heavenly (New) Jerusalem has a wall 
with 12 gates, guarded by angels, after the 12 
Tribes of Israel: (Rev. 21, 12- 14; 22, 1-2): I. 
the all-embracing, unifying, 'saved' Paradise-lo
be, a new City (q.v.); 2. the tem poral cycle of 
Twelve transformed into the spacial, after the 
world has ceased to rotate; 3. mainly mineral 
(fixed , crystalized, the end of growing): the op
posite of the fir st Paradise = vegetative, grow
ing, vital assimilation; 4 . W. Blake: Freedom. 
Jesse 

the Tree of Jesse: represented as a venerable 
old man, sleeping on the ground ; from his navel 
rises a strong twig, which spreads and multiplies 
into branches, each of which carries the name 

ol one of the ancestors of Christ on the half
opened calyx of a flower; the principal pro ph-
1·ts are included; Mary, crowned, forms the top 
.111d she has her Divine Son in her arms; usually 
there is a crescent on he r breast (moon-god
dess). 
jester 

I . related to Sacrifice: a . as inversion of, and 
substitute for, the Sacred King, when the lat
ter's time o f ritual killing came; b. essentially 
rela ted to the abnormal, the deformed , both in 
body and in mind (humour as a discrepancy 
between reality and its representation: exagge
ration, understatemen t, etc.); 2. for women: 
the ribald jests spoken by women, e.g. during 
the Thesmophoria, ensure fert ility by sym pa
thetic magic; they are explained as reminders of 
the jokes told by the o ld crone in Ccleus' house 
to Demeter (v. Apollodorus I , 5, I , and I , 9, 
26); 3. a critic of Church practices and of the 
Establishmen t in general (thus related to the 
Minstrel) ; 4 . his costume: a. a parti-coloured 
dress ('motley'): duality; b. his cap: a. bells: 
freedom and warning ; rain-making; b. at the 
end two cow-horns: light and seeing; a lso a 
lunar e lement ; c. ass's cars: for this com plex 
symbol v. Ass; 5. v. Clown, Fool. etc. 
Jesus 

some sun-fertilit y hero elemen ts: I . John 
was conceived 6 months befo re Christ (Luke I , 
26); 2. born in the night (cave), fo llowed by a 
!light (to Egyp t) in the night; 3. he returned the 
same way from Egypt as Moses d id, who p ut his 
wife and sons on asses (Ex. 4, 20); 4. he miracu
lously escapes a wholesale slaughte r; 5. shep
herds were present at his birth ; 6. he did menial 
work as a carpenter; 7. reference to fir e: e.g. 
John the Baptist 's ann unc iation of the Messiah 
in Matth. 3, I 1- 12; 8. he was compared to the 
fertili ty-sym bol of the threshing-lloor in Matth. 
3, 12; 9. the wonderful product io n of wine at 
Cana (St. John ch. 2) showing a remarkable re
semblance to Dionysus-Bacchus cult s; 10. the 
threat of being thrust from a cliff (one of the 
ways of ritua lly sacrificing the king) in Luke 4 . 
29; and his final death by hanging, fo llowed by 
darkness; 11. his crucifix ion on a 'tree', his in
terment in a cave, and his miraculous resurrec
tion after his substitute had died in o ne of the 
ways, in which substitutes normally died : hang
ing, or throwing off a rock ("falling head long, 
he burst asunder in the midst and all his bowels 
gushed out": Acts I , 18) ; 12. the multiplication 
of bread, plus the constant reference to agricul
ture in the .parables; moreover his flesh is sti ll 
ritually eaten; 13. all nature weeps for his dea th 
(cf. Balder): 'The Dream of the Lord'; 14. v. also 
Cross, etc. 

Jonah 

jet 
1. a dense lignite or anthracite. easily 

tooled as ornament or button it was used al
ready n the Bronze Age, and found in ab un
dance n Britain (Yorksh ire); 2. sin ce prchistor· 
ic Egypt it has bee n the typical jewelry to wear 
in mourning; 3. wisdom ; 4. virtues: it drives off 
snakes (when burn t). is med icinal, and detects 
pretended virginity (Pliny 36, 34 ); v. Gagates. 
jewel(ry) 

v. Gem. 
Jew 

I. a race remarkable for their contem pt or 
the divine (Roman) powers: Pliny (13, 9); 2. 
Jewish women were famous as interpreters 
('sellers' of dreams): Juvenal, pass.; 3. avarice: 
forced to constant wander ing, by oppressive ex
puls ions as well as by 'restr ictio ns o n proper ty 
and professions, he could only cling. to his 
hoard. 
Joan 

once a name for royal ladies. bur by Elizabe
than t imes it had already descended to ki tchen 
and cottage maids: a . "Joan is as good as my 
lady in the dark": proverb; b. a whore: "Now 
can I make any Joan a lady" : K. John I , I ; 
probably also in LLL 3, I. 
John 

I. St. John the Baptist: I . took over Ga
wa in 's Midsum mer-rites: summer solst ice-wor
ship, with fire-festivals; v. Midsummer, Bonfire, 
etc.; 2. Zodiac: rules over Leo; 3. St. John's 
t:ve: a. fast ing watchers see the apparitions of 
those doomed to die in the coming year kno ck 
on the church door; b. v. St. John's Wort (Folk
lore). and Troll ; II. 'poor John' : hake dried and 
salted: one man bragging he is a "pretty piece 
of llcsh" is answered that " 'T is well thou art 
no t fish, if tho u hadst, thou hadst been poor 
John"(= poor fare): Rom I , I ; also Temp. 2, 2. 
St. John's Wort 

1. a low, shrubby plant loo king like a little 
sun, with usually yellow nowcrs, blooming 
around Midsummer; 2. simplic ity; 3. animosity; 
4. folklore: a. once ca lled " Fuga Daemonum", 
because it drives away evil spirits and prevents 
ghosts from entering a ho use; b. they must be 
gathered on St. Jo hn's Eve by a girl : it guaran
tees certa in marr iage within a year ; or by a 
childless wife, naked , in her garden, which will 
give her a child before next Midsumm er. 
joker 

I . in cards: a. the freebooter dominating the 
game when used ; b. corresponds with the r:ool 
(q.v.) of the Tarot; 2. v. Jester, Fool, Clown. 
Jonah 

I . the name: 'dove'; 2. the book is full of 
literary rem iniscences, and thus the name may 
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Joseph 

refer to Noah's dove (v. also Mermaid); 3. he 
shipped for the port of metals, Tarshish (while 
sent to Nineveh by the Lord); during the storm 
his guilt was found by lots, and he was thrown 
overboard to be swallowed by a big fish, re
maining inside for three days; he then followed 
the Lord's command and preached the destruc
tion of Nineveh; the sun-elements of the story 
are strongly stressed; 4. the belly of the fish as 
the Underworld, crossed by the sun at night 
(heroes staying there three days), is brought out 
by: "out of the belly of hell (or, the grave) 
cried I " (Jonah 2, 2); 5. seeing he relates to the 
Sun, shipwreck, the whale, e tc. it is obvious he 
plays a part in Melville's "Moby Dick". 
Joseph 

I . eleventh son of Jacob, by Rachel; he is 
usually represented by two tribes: Ephraim and 
Manasseh; 2. name: a. '(the Lord) shall add to 
me another son'; b. 'a double' (poplar) ; c. ' re
moval of shame'; 3. Jacob's prophecy (Gen. 49, 
22): "a fruitful bough, even a fr uitful bough by 
a well; whose branches run over the wall"; 4. a 
sun-hero: a. blood is represented in his multi
coloured coat (with the story about the lion); 
b. he is thrown into a pit (cf. Jonah and 
Daniel); c. he is a wanderer; d . he holds a 
menial task for a while; e. the abandonment of 
a woman; f. his sudden rise to glory. 
journey 

I. the typical activity of the sun(hero ): jo ur
neying across the sky by day, and making his 
Night-crossing (q.v.); 2. also typical of: a. the 
moon; b. wind-deities; c. any cyclic movement 
in time or space; 3. adventure, desire for discov
ery o r change; 4. on a higher level: a. pilgrim
age , e.g. to the Holy Land; b. the Quest for the 
Centre, and the way out of the Labyrinth (the 
Dark, the Mother, the Unconscious) ; 

5. related to: a. fly ing (q.v.), swimming 
(q.v.), and running; b. (day)dreaming, and sexu
al exploration; 6. psych. : the endless journey 
for the lost Mother, or the fl ight from her fo r 
fear of incest; 7. T.S. Eliot: senseless and fruit
less human activity of movement (e.g. "go 
south in the winter" of "The Waste Land" 1, 
people walking round in a ring, etc.); v. Involu
tion for 'entropy'; 8. crossing a ford or o ther 
obstacle: passing a decisive stage (in the case of 
the ford possibly the exploration of the uncon
scious); 9. folklore: some evil omens on setting 
out: a. looking back (e.g. Lot's wife, Orpheus, 
etc.); therefore you should never call a fi sher
man back when he has left ; b. if an evil omen 
has occurred, retrace your steps, sit down, and 
then star t again; c. watching a departing person 
completely out of sight may be the cause you 
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will never see him or her again; IO. v. Umln 
world (for the Journey in to Hell) and N iJ:llf 
crossing. 
Judah 

l. the 4th son of Jacob and Leah, whoM· 
tribe was regarded as the chief tribe, mainly 
because the House of David sprang from it ('hi• 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah'); nam e: ' I 
shall praise' (or, ' he is praised') ; 2. in Jacob'. 
prophecy (Gen. 49, 11) we also find the rcfr1 
e nce to the ass's colt, bound " un to the choin• 
vine; he washed his garments in wine, and hi• 
clothes in the blood of grapes"; 3. emblem s: .1 

scarlet; b. a lion (also in Jacob's prophecy) ; 4 
Zodiac: governs Sagittarius. 
judge 

I. being a supreme judge is the prime task ol 
a (fertility) king: the restoration of the balann• 
in nature; 2. in all European countries judge~ 
heard oracular information from (or , 'near') .1 

fountain or a well, o r from fountain-nymph\ 
relation with the ultimate judgment in the un 
derworld ; 3. judges after death: a. Egypt : v 
Feather; b. Greek: Minos, Rhadamanthys, and 
Aiacus settled the disputes there: laws, both hu 
man and divine, originate from the cosmic or 
der of the earth itself, so they are the guardian' 
of that (chthonic) Order; 4. v. Horse (Hair). 
Judgement, the (Day ofl - (Tarot) 

I. the card represents St. Michael, who " 
related to Mercury (e.g. as psychopomp) and 
Osiris- Thoth; 2. represented: a winged (and 
haloed) angel blows a t rumpet from clouds ; ti 
banner (with a yellow cross on a white field) is 
usually attached to the trumpet; in the fore
ground below a naked man, women and child 
rise from their grave(s) with arms ecstatically 
raised, o r in an attitude of prayer; sometimes 
the group is repeated in the background, some· 
times we see many dressed people and only one 
naked woman rising from a grave; sometimes 
the coffins float on water like boats; there arc 
mountains in the background; 3. denotes: a. 
spiritual awakening, the merging of individual 
consciousness with the universal; b. the Creative 
Word (Sound) releasing man from his terrestial 
limitations ('elevation' by the trumpet-sound 
and mountains); c. (re)generation (of vegeta
tion); d . astrol. : Libra (St. Michael's day on Sep
tember 29th), or Gemini and Samrn. 
Judith 

she was to deliver 'Bcthulia' from drought , 
because Holofernes (a drought-monster, or the 
scorching mid-summer sun) had stopped the 
springs; her husband had died 'in the t ime of 
the barley harvest' (a normal time of death for 
a Sun-king), killed by 'sunstroke', after which 
she had remained a widow for 3!12 years(= 'h x 

7 " halfway to completion; for a king reigning 
ihe first half of a period v. Sacred King); to ~o 
lhis she had built "herself a private chamber tn 

lhc upper part of her house" (8, S: ~ moo!1-
1toddess of fertility); she earned wme, oil, 
parched corn, dry figs, bread and che~se (the 
very products she later mentions as having been 
1aken from the Lord: 11, 12); she arrived at the 
•·amp "about the break of day"; Holofernes sat 
un a throne; the 'canopy' (perhaps gauze 
against insects) was woven "of purple and gold, 
with emeralds and precious stones"; after she 
has told her story' he orders "t~t she should 
i;o in where his treasures were laid up and bade 
her tarry there" (underground treasures of the 
w n where the moon spends the day); she has 

' · d t f her 'tent' at permission to go m an ou .o 
night (for three nights) and m the valle.y of 
Bethulia she "washed herself in· a fountam ?f 
water" (all moon-goddesses go in for bathing m 
water, and washing themselves often); the 
four th day she joins his meal, and h.c d~an~ ~?. 
much wine "as he had never drunk m his life • 
when "it was grown late", and she was alone 
with him she took his sword (sun-hero weap
on) and ,his "canopy" from the pillar (= the 
glory of the heavens of sunlit daytime) and cut 
off his head ( a common death of a sun-hero); 
back in the Jewish city' she showed both the 
head and the "canopy"; her story strongly re
sembles the Ras Shamra story of th.e death of 
Aqht, avenged by his sister, 'the Maiden' (~hus 
resembling the goddess Anal of ~he Baal-nte), 
on Ytpn , into whose camp she comes with a 
hidden weapon and whom she slays after mak-
ing him drunk. · 
Julian, St. .. . . 

1. patron of travellers: e.g. in S~ Gawa~ 
and the Green Knight"; 2. bounty, hberahty. 
Chaucer (Prol. to Cant. T.). 
July . 

Jupiter 

consulate of Junius Brutus; c. 'iuniores' (with 
May as 'maiores'); d. A.S.: the 'dry month', or 
'midsummer month'; 2. Zodiac: the s.un enters 
Cancer about 21st ; 3. Rome: dedica.te~ to 
Vesta; 4. proverbs: mainly w~ath.er-pred1ct1ons, 

"If on the eighth of June 1t ram, It foretells a e.g. 
wet harvest, men sain". 
juniper . 

1. a ministering spirit, comfort, protecu?n 
(the Hebrew 'rotem' may have been 'bramble): 
a . probably the shrub of .Hagar in Gen. 21, 
l.6ff.; b. Elijah, sentenced to death by Jezebel, 
went into the desert, and sat down under a 
juniper tree, where he was fed by angels: a cake 
baked on the 'coals' (cf. "Sharp arrows of t~e 
mighty, with coals of juJliper": Ps. 120: 4 ); c; ~n 
Job 30, 4 , juniper-roots are eaten for .meat m 
time of famine; 2. an evergreen: a. remem
brance, esp. gloomy: it does. not blo.ssom; b: 
longevity ; c. immortality; 3. its phallic shape . 
fecundity; 4. soporific: Medea cast the drag?n 
guarding the Golden Fleece to sleep by spr~
kling her brew with a juniper-spray : Apol~omu~ 
Rhod. (4 , 1S6ff.); 5. sacred to the Ennyes, 

6. literary references: a. W. de la Mare : (Of al~ 
the trees of England) "There's none for sme~~'. ot 
bloom and smoke, Like Lime ~d J~mper • b. 
T.S. Eliot: place of restful res1gnallo~ (proba
bly referring to l, b): "Ash-Wednesday ; 7. f?lk· 
lore: a. the tree saved Jesus' life on the Fli?ht 
to Egypt, when Herod had nearly caught him, 
and Mary hid him in the bush; b. s~oke f~m 
its burning wood (and incense from its burrung 
berries at funerals) keep away demons; c. me
dicinal (though poisonous): Pliny (24, 36). 
Jupiter (god) . 

I . the lord of the sky, by the side of Pluto, 

1. the 7th month; it got its name from 
Julius Caesar; as Roman Quintilis it was th~ 5th 
month; A.S. 'Heg-m6nath ' =· ' hay-month , or 
' Mead-m6nath' = 'mead-month' (as the mead 
was in bloom); 2. Zodiac: the sun enters Leo 
about the 23rd; 3. for the Roman f~ast of the 
Nonae Caprotinae (July 7th): v. Fig; 4. ~Id 
Midsummer Day (July 6th) is a day appropnat~ 
for summer madness: v. Ado 1, 1; S. proverbs. 
a. in July the cucko? (q.v.)_ prepares to fly;~· 
"If the first of July 1t be ramy weather, 'Twill 
rain, more or less, for four weeks together"; c. a 
swarm of bees (q.v.) in July is not worth a fly. 

the chthonian god of the underworld, . and 
Neptune, the lord of the deep (unconscious: 
ness); 2. supreme virtues of ~udgment and will, 
3. the superconscious: intutt1on of ~he super
na tural and recognition of the celestral sphere; 
4. her.: azure (the blue of the sky). 
Jupiter (planet) 

1. the largest planeJ, the royal planet; 2. 
"the Greater F ortune": a pure, clear, but not 
very hot planet; 3. it represents: a. the Lord of 
Thursday; b . the Shepherd of the. Sky: it pro
duc;es the power of nature, expansion and pres
ervation, abundance; 4. correspondences: a. 
metal: tin; b. astrol. flowers: oak, orange, peas, 
dandelion; c. colours: purple (roya.I}, grey, and 
green. d. animals: the generous kmd; e. land
scape~ palaces, courts of ju~tice~ wardrobes; f. 
Zodiac: rules Pisces o r Sag1ttanus, bo~h l?ve
signs; S. character: a. ethereal absorption u_ito 
cosmic being; b. moral and religious elevauon 

~M "ed 1. the 6th month; the name was denv 
from: a. Juno (Ovid: Fasti 6); b. named after the 

279 



Justice 

(example : Pope John XXIII); c. ownership; d . 
harmony; e. body: influences the solar-plexus, 
system of nerves, liver (or, arms and stomach, 
or lungs, blood and viscera); 6. sign: three suns. 
Justice (Tarot) 

I. the 8th enigma of the Tarot-pack (of the 
Solar Way); sometimes the 11th; 2. represented: 
e .g. an Empress-like woman; full-face, and 
symmetrical (equilibrium) with a red tunic and 
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a blue cloak; in one hand she holds the scah·~. 
in the other the sword; she is seated on a thrn111• 
(stability) like the Emperor's (q.v.) , and crowm·tl 
with lance-shaped fleurons; sometimes J ustkc 1-
represented by a king; 4. denotes: a. the innt•r 
judgment de termining guilt; b. active admini' 
tration of law; c. the balance of opposites; 11 
astral.: Saturn, or Cancer/Libra. 

K 
I . llebr. 'kaf' (perh . a bent hand); Egypt ian 

llrcr.: a throne; Gr. kappa became C (except e.g. 
111 Ka lendae) ; A.S. ' torch'; 2. symbo lizes : a . 
111:ri;nct ic individuality, strength and vita lity; b . 
11crvousness; 3. correspondences: a. body: 
11crvcs; b. astral.: Leo, Mar s. 
kangeroo 

I. emblem of Australia, the hopping cont i-
11cnt; 2 . gregar io usness ; 3 . peacefulness: know-
111!( no beasts of prey ; 4 . sportiveness; 5. unin
lcl ligence; 6. DJ!. Lawrence : a . sensit iveness; b. 
t llc clown-urge. 
ke lpie 

I . Scottish: sea-horse, usually appearing as a 
hc;iut ifully harnessed horse on the shore: when 
11 ent ices a gir l (or sometimes a boy) into strok-
111i; it, she cannot get loose, and the kelp ie ear
lies her o ff to the water ; 2 . it sometim es ap
pears as a handsome young man, and then is 
on ly recognizable by some water-emblem (e.g. 
sca:weecl in his hair , o r water dripping from his 
l'lothes); 3. seeing one may mean death; 4 . it 
sometimes helps the millers turning the wheel 
in the night. 
kerchief 

I. the handkerchief as symbol of jealousy: 
v. Othello; 2. a kerchief on the head: s ickness; 
rcf. Caes. 2 , I . 
kestrel 

I. G.M. Hopkins ('The Windhover'): Chris
tian and priestly, Christ's ima!!e in the world; 2. 
l hc defender of pigeons : Pliny (I 0, 52) . 
kettle 

I. Medea's kettle: a magic vessel of rejuvena
lion, restorer of lost youth: a world-pot, the 
underworld , rea lm of reb irth ; 2. the kettle of 
inspiration, which contains the poetic mead; 
when Odin sto le it , a few drops fell o n ear th, 
making poets spring up here and there; 3. 
kettle-drum: typical instrument of Danish local 
colo ur: Ham. l , 4, a nd 5, 2; 4. v. Cauldron. 
key 

I. mystery, secrecy, discretion: "keep thy 
fr iend Under thy own life's key: be checked for 
silence But never taxed for speech": All 's W. I , 
I; 2. wardenship, release : sym bo l o f Ja nus, who 
opens the door of the sky and releases Dawn ; 

K 
also given to Mithra; 3 . (forbidd en) knowledge: 
a. the key of k nowledge: Luke 11, 52; b. v. the 
fairy -tale o f Bluebeard ; 4. a uthority: worn, or 
handed over; 

5 . a task to be performed (e.g. solving a 
r idd le) and the mea ns of carrying it out; 6. the 
door to the Underworld or Heaven: a. attrib ute 
of Hecate as guard ian of Hades and divine 
psychopomp (cf. Janus-Peter-Aion); b . in 
Church-symbo lism: attr ibute of various saints; 
c. in a Babylonia n funerary chant the gate
keeper of the underworld is requested to 'keep 
str ict watch over him , may his key close the 
lock ' (fear of the return of the dead); 7. phal
lus, vita lit y, health (related to the month of 
June): Shakespeare has a quibble on the mean
ing in music a nd the pha llus in "1-lippolyta, I 
wooed thee w ith my sword, a nd won thy love 
doing thee injuries; But I will wed thee in an
o ther key, With pomp , with triumph, and with 
revelling": MND I, I ; 8 . coldness (esp. of 
death) : "Poor key-cold figu re of a holy king": 
R3 I, 2 ; also Luer. I 774; 9. Hebrew: a. power 
and trust; b. keys (of the synagogue) as psycho
pomp : when laid under a dying child, they ease 
dea th; c. opener of the womb to deliver a child; 
d. talisman for the release of rain; e. key to 
resurrec tion; 

JO . Christian : a . attribute of Church: a. the 
key to the kingdom of Heaven (Matth. 16, 19); 
b. power to absolve sin; c. attribute of Faith
fulness; b . Mary as Key (or Seal) of David, 
o pening heaven (Isa. 22, 22); cf. Persephone 
with the Keys to Underworld r iches; c . emblem 
o f t he Po pe as Peter's successor; 11. psych.: 
attribute of Hecate as (Herm aphruditic) witch
god(dess) and Terrible Mother, who 'steals' a 
man's masculinity by preventing him from mar
rying; 12. he~. : a . trust, guard ianship, emblem 
of chamberlains, masters of the cellar, etc.; b. 
violence, dominion ; c. faithfulness, readiness to 
serve; 

13. combinations: A. silver (v. also Two and 
Three Keys): a. of Knowledge, or material pow
er: Dante (Par. 5, 57); b . discernment; c. the 
power of the subconscious; B. gold : a. authori
ty, or spiritual power of the Church: Dante 
( id.); b. purificatio n; c . superconsciousness, 
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Keyne, St. 

knowledge; C. iron: v. Two keys; D. male dove 
+ key: the spirit opening the gates of Heaven; 
E. antique key: sacred to Hades: no escape or 
return; F. two keys (usually crossed): a. St. 
Peter's: the keys of Heaven and Earth; the gol
den key opens heaven, the iron key shuts: 
Milton ("Lycidas" 111 ); sometimes over a 
heart: those of Janus; b. the keys of the Parlia
ment o n the Isle of Man ('The House of the 
Keys'): home-rule; c. v. Silver and Gold keys; 
G. three keys: the number of the secret cham
bers full of precious objects (initiation and 
knowledge): a. a silver key for what can be 
grasped · by psychological understanding; b. a 
gold key for philosophic wisdom; c. a diamond 
key indicating the power to act; H. key-hole: a. 
vulva: cf. SoS 5, 4; b. a place of entrance for 
demons, witches, etc., which ca n be gua rded by 
filling it up, or leaving the (iron) key in ; 14. 
folklore: a. talisman for prudence. and remem
brance of things past; b. finding a key precedes 
the finding of the treasure (if only after sur
mounting obstacles); c. medicinal: you can stop 
nose-bleeding by slipping a (cold) key down the 
bleeder's back (cf. the current use of applying a 
key or a knife to a bruise). 
Keyne, St. 

1. Celt ic saint, daughter of a king; 2. 
Keyne's Well (near Liskard, Cornwall): the first 
of a newly-married couple drinking its water 
shall be the ruler of the house. 
Kids (stars) 

the two stars in Auriga, which r ise on April 
25, and set on September 27, bring storms: ref. 
Ovid (Metam. 14, 71 1), and Vergil (Georg. 1, 
205), etc. 
kidney 

1. 0.T.: sacrificial: the kidneys (at least 
those belonging to bullocks), with the fat and 
the caul of the liver, belo ng to the Lord; 2. seat 
of feelings: "My reins shall rejoice": Prov. 23 , 
16); 3. constitution: (f'a lstaff:) "a man of my 
kidney": Wiv. 3, 5; 4. used in divination; 5. 
aphrodisiac: it means venery, as the most over
wh"elming of feelings. 
king 

1. etym.: 'cyn(g)' = kin, race, tribe; 2. uni
versal and abstract man; his grandeur; 3. stabili
ty (e.g. K. John and HS), to which loyalty in 
man attaches itself, if political thinking is not 
to become a tale told by an idiot; 4. ihe princi
ples governing man and his mind, also self-con
trol; 5. connected with love and marriage: a. 
with the Queen he contracts the 'hieros gamos' 
(= sacred marriage of Heaven and Earth); b. da l
liance: "To bed he goes, as wanton then I ween 
As is a king in dalliance with a queen": R . Greene 
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("The Shepherd's Wife's Song"); 6. posscssrn 111 
divin:: right and protection: "divinity d111h 
hedge a king"; 7. supreme consciousness ; R. t')• 
gance: "comely in going", against whom tht·1< 
is no rising up: Prov. 30, 29- 31; 9. the A~1 d 
King (= collect ive consciousness) represent' 1111 
Past, which will be inverted to future by hi 
returning in time of danger (Arthur, etc.); 

10. the 'king of terrors' = "the firstborn ol 
death" = the plague: Job 18, I 3f.; 1 I . co111 
spondences: a. the ser ies: king - (All-)Fathr1 
hero - Messiah - Mars; b. the series: kinr 
blood - lion - eagle - gold ; 12. the kin~ ul 
cards: (Tarot) relates to the spirit; 13. psych 
related to the Father-image as primal seat 11t 
emanating Life-energy and power (and v.v.) ; !ht 
supernatural to the group or the individual 
child; 14. a crowned king: the achievement 
victory, or consummation of the preceding; I ~ 
v. King, Sdfred. 
King, Sacred -

I. 111e ideas developed here presuppose, th;11 
a form of matriarchy preceded our mainly p;i 
triarchal society: a female line of descent; thl" 
Queen, personifying the goddess of fertili ty , 
took a sequence of consorts as 'kings'; the lat1 1•1 
at once personified the god of fert ility, acted" ' 
high-priest, and incorporated the fertility of th1· 
land. 

11. Only the most powerful men were eligt 
ble for this office, since any impairment ot 
their health (sympathetically) reduced the fer 
tility of the country. So they were selected by 
tests of health, which could take the form ol 
Games, o r foot-races, in which the queen chas· 
ed the contestants, or almost impossible tasks 
were set h im (v. further). Their intercour sr 
typified the Divine Marriage ('hieros gamos') ol 
Heaven and Earth. After the test the victor was 
paraded triumphantly in a chariot be~ide his 
Queen, or she offered him the apple, which 
would bring inevitable death at the end of his 
period of office, but at the same time ensured 
immortality: he had become a god. J ust as the 
queen represented the Great Moon-Goddess (in 
charge of earth's humidity) the king's office 
was linked with the sun('s heat). He sometimes 
reigned from midwinter till the sun reached its 
height at midsummer, when he was killed, and 
his Twin replaced him d uring the waning half of 
the year. Or he might reign from Spring (Eas
ter) till the time of apple-fall ; he was often 
represented as stretching between the tropics of 
Cancer and of Capr icorn. The shortness of the 
period soon began to irk , and it was extended to 
a full year, which, in turn, became four years= 
a Great Year= 100 lunations (Olympic Games), 

ht•ra use then the solar and lunar years nearly 
t 111ncide; or seven years (7 =completion), or 19 
vrurs (when the calendars agree still better). 

lll. Originally the king was not allowed to 
11!1· a natural death, which might put a blight on 
tht• land's fertility. On the contrary, his volun
/1/fl' self-sacrifice was the necessary guarantee 
111 the continuation of fertility (not hing in na-
1u1c just happens). His blood, especially of the 
1111-off genitals, was sprinkled on the land, 
111·es, etc. (a nd his raw flesh eaten by the Queen 
11nd her princess-priestesses) to fertilize the land 
mu~ically. 

IV. When (even the longer) periods were no 
l1111j!er to the liking of the king (whose power 
rnse), a substitute was found in the form of a 
rhlld. or a slave, who was given a mock-reign 
Im a few days (at the same time enforcing a 
m·cded involution by upsetting all normal 
~tandards, e.g. the Saturnalia-Carnaval, q.v.). 
Still later a 'scapegoat' sufficed (which came to 
ht• regarded in a moral light through the se
quence health - justice - morality - fertility). 

V. A mock-funeral was then staged, in 
which the king was ' buried' in a cave, or bee
lnvc-shapcd sepulchre; there he stayed during 
the period his substitute reigned (often three 
duys, but sometimes up to four years): he 'de
,1-cnded into the Underworld', typifying the 
tlto;:ippearance of the sun at night or in winter, 
while at the same time he was supposed to 
lctch the earth's riches from under the earth, 
where they Lay hidden. When the King-substi
t utc had died, the real king was miraculously 
1cvived. 

VI. The relation between the Queen and her 
Consor t may a lso be viewed in a different way: 
the New Year-ch ild comes tloating in (from the 
diaos-ocean, the womb) as the son of the Great 
Mother Goddess; he grows up and the 'Queen' 
becomes h is sister, then his wife, and after his 
death she is a mourning, laying-out, weeping 
(rain) crone, show ing the Great Goddess (q.v.) 
in her Triple aspect. lie is then reborn from her, 
and the cycle starts anew. Thus there were 
weeping-rites at the harvest-festivals (coinciding 
with the autumn-ancestor-worship) and rejo ic
ing festivals in Spring. 

VI I. For some reason (perhaps through the 
foot-phallus substitute) the King had a Sacred 
/lee/, which was not supposed to touch the 
earth. Various explanations have been given as 
10 its origin, but the Heel (q.v.) cer tainly played 
un important part in the king's life; just as his 
ha ir (sun-rays), the cuttin)! of which often pre
ceded his death; v. Hobbling, Hair, etc .. 

King, Sacred-

V Ill. Some of the tasks set as tests for the 
selection of the king: I. athlet ic games, espe
cially foot-races (the sun is a 'swift-footed' 
wanderer); 2. an a rchery-test: the sun's rays 
never miss (e.g. Odysseus, Heracles, Robin 
Hood); 3. killing, or taming, wild animals: a. a 
lion; b. (two) bulls: symbol of sun, moon 
(horn), and fertility in general; often the God
hero was the bull, thus committing self-sacrifice 
(Mithra); c. wild horse: the Great Goddess as 
Mare; 4. ploughing and reaping in one day: the 
more improbable the task, the more likely it is, 
that it was performed in m im e (e.g. at midsum
mer) to symbolize the k ing's fertility-promo
t ion. 

IX. Another characteristic of the Sun-king is 
his seasonal changes of shape; there is a wide 
variety of forms; v. Seasons. 

X. The fertilizing funct ion of sympathetic 
roition is brought out by the fertility -rites char
acterized by frequent, uninhibited, and indis
crimina te sexual intercourse; v. Coition. 

XI. some forms of the King's ritual death: 
A. related to fir e (as Sun-king) : a. by being 
burnt alive on a pyre: Heracles, Elijah ; b. by 
ligh tning: Capaneus; B. related to blood (even 
in other forms of death , emasculation might 
precede): a. being flung of a cliff: Theseus; 
sometimes with birds tied to them (Strabo 
on 'criminal' punishment); b. being devoured 
by wild horses: the Goddess as destructive 
mare (or priestesses with horse-masks); c. being 
wrecked in a chariot: connecting blood and 
the sun-chariot: Oenemaus; d. hanging at a 
' tree', a torture at a 'stake', e tc., all phallic and 
vegetative symbols; C. related to water: a. in a 
bath: Minos, Agamemnon; b. in a pool: Tanta
lus; D. by a 'serpent-bite' in the Heel: the sun 
touching the earth (snake) at night, or the ser
pent standing for winter: Orestes, Achilles, Phil
octetes, etc.; E. their death is accompanied by 
darkness: Protesilaus (Ovid: Her. 13, 23), 
Chr ist, etc. 

XII. The Sacred King is a lso linked with the 
Quest-theme. The (aged) king suffers from 
wounds, and his infirmities create a loss of vege
tative fertility, or war. He will be restored (and 
the Wasteland watered), if the Quester puts 
' the' Question (as to what happens, or what 
purpose the Grail serves, etc.). This story links 
Tammuz (who brought fertility back from the 
Underworld, while the land is watered by his 
mother-wife) with Adonis, and the Grail
stories. Wailing by women for th e 'dead' god is 
a genera l characteristic. Moreover it relates the 
ma le spear a nd the female vase; the Grail's 
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King, Sacred-

sword and dish: the Tarot's Cups(= 'Hearts'), 
Gold (= 'Diamonds'), Swords (= 'Spades'), and 
Rods (= 'Clubs'). Festivities usually took place 
from ear ly November through Cluistmas to the 
Saturna lia-Carnaval. They included: a . a Spec
tra l Hunt; b. pha llic, theriomorphic, demons 
a nd fair women; c. sword-dances. The King is 
often related to the F ish, and the fish connects 
with the Dove (Astarte, the badge of the Gra il
Knights, etc.). 1l1ere is usua lly a mystery in the 
cult. 

XIII . Genera l characterist ics of the Sun
king: I . his birth: a. he is born in a cave (u nder
wor ld, night) at the winter-solstice; b. he is 
saved from water, floa ting in in a basket (Ark), 
or is a swimmer a t birth (sun-rise over water); c. 
he is the son-husband of Dawn (v. VI) ; he may 
receive his mother's name (e.g. Liew Liaw); d . 
he is "untimely ripped fro m his mother's 
womb" (MacDuff, Posthumus), o r twice-born 
(Dionysus); v. Birth ; e. he shows prodigious 
prowess as an infant: the quick r ise of the sun; 
f. his birth is accompanied by animals a nd com
panions, especia lly shepherds: a ir-<:urrents bril
liant lights; g. he is abandoned at birth (!~aves 
dawn), e.g. on a mountain-top (and ra ised by 
shepherds), or escapes a general massacre or
dered by a tyrant (da rkness or winter ); or he is 
a. 'fatal child' to h is father (the preced ing sun
k mg), whom he k ills 'accidenta lly'; h . still in 
the womb he may already quarrel with his 
twin: Esau-Jacob, Acrisius-Proetus; 2. his ap
pearance, weapons, etc.: a. as a sky-god he has 
blond hair, blue eyes, and a gleaming counte
nance; b. he has often unpropor l ioned limbs: 
short legs and lo ng arms, so he is as imposing 
when he sits as when he sta nds: e.g. Hepha istos 
(as compared with his lwin Mars); th is later 
developed into a character istic of the Jester; d. 
he travels in a horse (= breeze)- dra wn chario t , 
or a (su n)sh ip; c. he wea rs a n impenetrab le 
armour (cloud s, mist), and uses weapo ns that 
never fa il (swords, spears, etc. as sun-rays); his 
weapons are often given him by his mother 
(Athena to Perseus) ; 3. instn1ctor and promotor 
of fertility: a. teacher of agriculture: the cause 
and effect of sowing and reaping, of wine
growi ng, etc. ; b. he is a teacher o f the letters: to 
store the knowledge ob ta ined a nd compose a 
calendar essential to agriculture; c. nourisher of 
grains and flocks; d. he miraculously mult iplies: 
fecund ity and fert ility; cf. similar funct ions of 
the Hero (Cultura l - ); 4 . furt her behaviour : a. 
to women: he abandons maids and wives: he 
even kills the dawn-dew that produced him, he 
wanders from the bed or his Dawn-maiden ett: · 
b. he serves those lower than him self (s~n ~ 
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man); c. he is a typica l wanderer ; d. he chan1•1, 
h is shape: daily, or yearly: v. IX; e. he cons ta nt 
ly fight s chthonic demons, dragons, a nd 'l'I 

pent s, o r drought-monsters; f. he goes through .1 
destruct ive phase of 'madness' (e.g. 1-leraclc') 
the destructive sun a t midday or midsummer ,\ 
his death (v. also XI): a. a great victory ol t•·n 
precedes it: the glorious sunset, or autum 1Ltl 
splendour: b. he is betrayed by a woman 
Gloaming receiving him in her arms, and tlwn 
killing him (sunset ) ; c. his hair (sun-rays) is mt 
before h is dca th; d. he loses control over I"' 
(sun)char io t: he d ives into the ocean ; e. a CUN' 

lies on his treasures: aut umna l decay; f. he " 
vu lnerable only in one place; g. h e is often 
k illed 'accidentally', e.g. by a m isd irected dis~ . 
h. rebirt h after a visit to the underwor ld (v . V), 
or escape from cer ta in death : rising and scttinp, 
e.g. Jona h from the whale, Ra fro m the nigh t 
serpent; 6. sun-king triad: very often the kinl' 
dies accompanied by two other persons : Mithra 
ac~ompanied by the two torch-bearers, Semit1r 
Baa l by Aziz (Mars) and Monimos (Mercury), 
Christ by the Two T hieves, etc. The two com 
panions oft en form opposites: the torch-bearers 
represent the rising and dying sun, the Good 
and the Bad T hief , etc. 

XIV. some examples: A. Aeneas superseded 
Turnus as Sacred King (t ho ugh its clements an• 
'historically' veiled): Aeneas, the stranger from 
the sea, overcame the bull-k ing Turnus; there 
arc t:onstant sun-references in the book (12); 
the 'po litical' duel was accom panied by elabo
ra te rites; the maze-like way in which Turnus 
approached Aeneas; the woman hanging herself; 
Aeneas' arrow-wound in the leg, e tc.; for a Ger
manic example v . Siegfr ied; 13 . in the Bible: I . 
when Abraham, married to his 'sister', aban 
doned her to Abim clcch, a ll the wombs in the 
latter's house were closed; ref. Gen. 20, 18; i . 
Jat:ob's wrest ling w ith a ma n may have been: a. 
a dream vision; b. an o ld story of a r iver-god he 
had to fight at crossing; c. Esau (Gen. 32, 11 ) . 
The result was a shrin king of a muscle (prevent 
ing h is s.,cred lleel fro m touching the ground ). 
The story is used (Gen. 32, 32) to explain an 
old food tabu: not to cat the 'ncrvus ischiadi
cus' (near the loins and the genitals!); according 
to ot hers it is the 'musculus glu tacus', which 
could be sacrifi ced , but not eaten ; 3. (grand)sons 
o f Saul arc sacrificed (2Sam 21 , 9) to regain 
fert ility in Israel at the beginning of the bar ley
harvest in May; the killing may have taken place 
on the Tem ple-Mount in Jerusa lem; their moth
er (priestess) Rizpa kept watch over the bod ies 
which were left exposed ti ll ra in fe ll; 4. th~ 
relation between the dea th of a k ing and the 

h·1 t llrty of his country is stressed in Eze 3 1, 15: 
',111<1 I caused Lebanon to mourn for him and 
ill the trees o f the field fainted for hjni"; 5. 
nrnrding to Matthew (27, 3-5) Judas hanged 
h1111..c lf, but according to Acts (I , 18) "falling 
lw.1dlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all 
111, howels gushed out": bo th forms of death 
ch.111i:1ng a nd being thrown from a cliff) of the 
'i11ll\t itute (v . Jesus); C. nursery-rhymes: as 
•Ylllhols of fert ility we often fi nd stor ies of mi-
1.1rnlous multiplications of food, e.g. King 
\r thur making a pudding of "three pecks or 
lt,11 Icy-meal", which was so b ig, t hat the whole 
• 11urt could not eat it, and the Queen fried 
\\ h,11 was left over the nexl morning (e.g. 
" When Good King Arthur ru led this land": the 
\teal ing' may refer to the ·,~iled ' way of pro
du~ lion); the left-overs are always strongly 
•t ressed as final proof in mira culous multiplica
t11111·stor ics. 
kingfisher (hatcyonl 

I . general: a . though the Alcyone and the 
( 'cyx are two different genera of the Alccdini-
11.rc, they arc treated as one symbolica lly; b. the 
lll'n builds a float ing nest, and hatches a fort-
111~ht around the winter-solstice; c. (Pliny) they 
.11c seldom seen except at the solstices and at 
the sett ing of the Pleiades (a ut umn); the Ha l
ryon is the leader of the Ple iadcs; d. it lays 5 
•·i:~s (number of the Grcal Goddess) ; 2 . myth: 
,, Alcyon (who personified a rain-cloud) and 
( 'cyx were changed into halcyons as a punish-
111cnt by Zeus for assuming his and Hera's 
name; b. when Alcyon's husba nd'Ceyx had left 
his hom e to consult an oracle, he was drowned; 
J uno sent a vis ion of his death to his wife in her 
~lccp , and when next day she went to the sea
'idc, she saw a corpse and fl ew to it in bird 
form; through the gods' pi ty, he also became a 
halcyon ; when they nest the sea is quiet bc
~ausc the god of the winds (Aeolus) was their 
wandfather a nd gives them this quiet: Ovid 
(Me tam. 11, 4 1 Off., a nd 74 3ff.); e. the ha lcyon 
is the messenger of Rhea to Jason: Apollonius 
Rhod. (Arg. I , 1085); d. it is sacred to Thetis; 
3. qu iet: the 7 days preced ing a nd following tire 
winter-solstice are favou rable for navigation (v. 
I , b, and 2, b); 4. connubial faith : a. they al
ways fly in pairs; v. also 2, b; b. t he hen carries 
its dead ma te on its back over the sea , uttering 
a plaint ive cry; c. they cohabit not only for a 
season bul for a whole year ; 

5. mourning: v. 2, b, and 4, b; another refer
ence is to be found in Homer (II. 9 , 563); 6. 
modesty: it only shows itself at twilight: " Hal
cyon comes in sight Flying betwixt the Day and 
Night": Marvell ("Upon Appleton House"): cf. 

ki t e 

I, c; 7. T.S. Eliot: arter the ha lcyon's "wing 
llas answered light to lighl, and is silent, the 
ligh t is still At the still point of the turning 
world": a reference to 6, and after the momcn
lary halcyon-quiet the life of the world goes on; 
8. folklore: a. legend : the halcyon was only 
grey, but became blue during the f'lood: when 
Noah le t it out , it at o nce flew so high, that it 
scorched its brcasl and rear fea thers, which arc 
redd ish; b. quiet: in France it is related lo St. 
Martin, a nd around his day (November 11) the 
weather often is fine: "St. Martin's Summer"; 
c. it shows the direct ion of the wind : when 
hung by a thread fro m the ceiling, it points its 
beak in the direction of the wind ; sailors used it· 
thus on board ship ; reference in Lear (2, 2) : 
"turn their halcyon beaks With every gale"; d . 
il does nol mou lt , and its skin never decays, so 
housewives had o ne in their chests for linen and 
cloth against moths; f. when hung up dried, it 
averts thunderbo lts; g. cosmetic: halcyo n
'cream' (= droppings) remove spots in the face: 
Ovid (De Med. Fae. 78). 
kissing 

I. the most common form of idol worship : 
a. in the adoration of Baal: !Kings 19, 18; b . 
kiss hand s as a sign of ('idolatrous') ad oration: 
of the sun and moon in Job 31, 261T.; c. Israel 
kissed the calves of go ld: Hos. 13, 2 (perhaps 
also in 14, 2 , which would save one more 
cha nge in the text); 2. kissing doors: protec
tio n: the matrons of the Palace of Priam did so 
before its fall: Vergil (A en. 2, 490); 3. in bal
lads and fairy- talcs kisses often have the power 
of break ing a spell , and restoring enchanted per
sons to their proper shape: e.g. Sleeping Beau
ty, the Beau ty and the Beast , Kemp Owync, 
etc.; 4. 'osculum pac is', the kiss of peace, is part 
of the Catholic church-r ites; 5 . Jung: " it derives 
more from the act of nu tr ition than from sexu
al ity"; 6. fo/kore: it is a bad omen for girls to 
kiss: a. over a gate; b. w hen seated. · 
kite 

I . though the kite does no t essen tia lly differ 
from the o ther members of the Falconidae fam
ily (e.g. it has a rapid but.very graceful flight), 
it probably owes its unfavourable associations 
to two fac ts: a. it is a scavengrr (hesidc eating 
small birds, fishes, insects, etc.) ; three or four 
hundred years ago they were slill of commo n 
occurrence even in the London streets; yet it 
reverently abstains from eating funerary obla
tions; b. it cannot be tamed for falconry; anoth
er name for it is 'puttock', w hich may also refer 
lo the common buzza rd; 2. pr ide: originally it 
could sing as clearly as a swan, but once emulat
ing a horse-neigh it lost its singing quality, and 
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kitten 

co uld not neigh either: Aesop; 3. scavenger: a. 
death; b. associated with (death)beds, food 
ghosts, or the devil (e.g. in Shakespearean imag
ery); c. in a nursery-rhyme it carries the coffin 
at the funera l of Cock Robin; 4 . cruelty : a. 
rapine and senseless killing (lacking the 'heroic' 
quality of the other Falconidae): e.g. Mac. 4, 3; 
b. killer of partridges: "Who finds the partridge 
in the puttock's nest. .. ": 2H6 3, 2; c stealer of 
chickens and drying linen from the bushes; 

5. coward: e.g. Chaucer (PoF 349), and 
Shakespeare; 6. false servant (to the king-eagle): 
"were it not all one, an empty eagle were set To 
guard the chicken from a hungry kite": 2H6 3, 
I; 7. general meanness: a . a snapper-up of tri
fles; b. "I chose an eagle, And did avoid a 
puttock": Cymb. l , I : 8. wind: sacred to Bore
as (like all hawks); 9. the star Miluus ('kite'), 
which announces the coming of spring, is the 
kite who did Jupiter a service at his accession to 
power: Ovid (Fasti 3, 794ff.); 10. despicable in 
pro\!~rbs: e.g. "ask a kite for a feather, and she'll 
say, she has but just enough to fly with". 
kitten 

I . playfulness; 2. wantonness: "wanton kit
tens may make sober cats": proverb; 3. folk
lore: a. May•kittens arc unlucky; b. in nursery
rhymes: for kittens going to St. Paul's: v. Dia
mond; 4. v. Cat. 
knee 

I. to be born on a woman's knee: a form of 
substitution of mothers: e.g. Bilhah giving birth 
on Rachel's knees and Zilpah on Leah's knees; 
2. to be born on a man's knee: recognition, or 
adoption: Joseph's sons in relation to Jacob, 
and Manasseh's children in relation to Joseph; 
ref. Gen. 50, 25;Job 3, 12; Isa. 66, 12; but also 
in Homer (Od. 19 , 401); 3. sitting with knees 
crossed (and/or fingers crossed) was the magic 
by which Juno delayed the birth of Hercules: 
Ovid (Metam. 9, 295ff.); 4. two things are pro
verbially cold: a dog's nose and a maid's knee; 
5. they have certain vital principles, which may 
expla in the bending, or touching of knees, by 
suppliants: Pliny (1 1, 103). 
knife 

I. a base, secret weapon, the inversion of 
the heroic sword; 2. sacrifice: e.g. circumcision: 
flint knives were used (e.g. Jos. 5, 2f.) far into 
the bronze and iron ages, in accordance with 
traditionalism in cultish methods; the same 
word, however, is used in Ps. 89, 44, for 
'sword'; 3. the weapon of vengea nce, and sud
den defence; 4 . phallus: a. in coition = 'death' 
(a common Eliz. conceit); b. related to the ser
pent: e.g. F.G. Lorca ("Blood Wedding"); 5. 
test of a person's innocence: v. Mantle; 6. in 
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another ballad a baby-boy and his mother arc 
referred to as a 'gowden knife' and 'gilded 
sheath': " Leesome Brand"; 7. psych.: the in· 
stinctive forces in man, as the opposite of the 
'spiritual' sword; 

8. folklore: A. a knife is intimately related 
with its owner; B. good-luck magic: a. it pro
tects a house against witches and fairies when it 
is thrust into the door , or a person by being 
carried about (iron is a potent weapon against 
all evil spirits); b. striking a knife into a preg
nant woman's mattress will make the baby a 
boy (cf. Skillet) ; C. bad luck: a. a tabu-word a t 
sea, but a knife is often struck in masts for 
deep-sea fishing (where it acts protectively 
aga inst witches, who are in charge of the 
winds); b. when two knives are accidentally 
crossing at table (or one laid across a fork); c. it 
should not be a gift among friends or lovers, as 
it cause"s quarrel; this evil effect can be undone 
by giving something in return (e.g. a small 
coin): "For knives, they tell me, always sever 
love" (John Gay: "The Shepherd's Week"); d . 
stirring a drink with a knife will also cause a 
quarrel. 
knight 

I. the spirit riding matter; the opposite of 
the Centaur ; as a Hero (q.v.) he is a conqueror 
of monsters; 2. chivalry: carnal desires inverted 
into a mystic cult of the beloved (anima) 
through ascetic den ial; 3. colours: A. Green 
Knight: a. an apprent ice, yet to be initiated; b. 
vegetative: v. Chapel for "Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight"; c. in the ballad-fragment "King 
Arthur and King Cornwall" the Green Knight 
provides Arthur with the implements of war to 
overcome Cornwall (earthly riches), the latter 
having boasted that he had a beautiful daughter 
by Arthur's wife; Guinevere had sent Arthur on 
this quest for the "most beautiful Round Table 
(= earth) in the World"; d. v. George; B. R ed 
Knight: overcomes all tr ials, and all that is base, 
through sacrifice; virility; C. White Knight (e.g. 
Galahad): a. the one chosen to conquer, the 
Illuminated , the Innocent; b. the young spring
sun (or dawn), not yet having scorched the 
earth, having just come forth from Blackness; 
D. Black Knight: a. sinfulness and expiation; b. 
involution, necessary to make evolution possi
ble; 4. the Wandering Knight: man still trying 
to master his physical desires; 

5. the Knight of the Swan: a swan turns into 
a knight, j umps ashore, marries, has children , 
a nd after 7 years disappears; originally the story 
of a queen, who had 7 children, each with a 
silver chain round its neck at birth; through the 
enmity of the king's mother they are set adrift 

tn a boat, and saved by a hermit (abandon
ment-theme); when the grandmother tries to 
kill them, she gets 6 of the necklaces, as one 
(llelyas) is absent; without the necklaces the 
d1ildren become swans, guarded by Helyas; 
I.Her 5 of them regain the chains and human 
forms, but one remains a swan as his necklace 
had been melted into a goblet (fertility); cf. 
Swan-maiden, Lohengrin, etc.; 6. knights riding 
!(Oats: may mean saints (the goat connected 
with peaks of superior ity; v. aiso general Goat
symbolism); 7. the Knight of Cards: relates to 
energy and the ego; 8. Eliz.: it was a custom to 
'knight' a person, who could drink deepest: ref. 
2114 5, 3. 
knitting 

I. related to weaving and spinning, q.v.; 2. 
folklore: fo rbidden in the theatre: it 'ties up' 
the show. 
knock 

I. death: e.g. T.S. Eliot's "Waste Land" (2); 
2. D. Thomas: a. in general: the knock of birth, 
copulation, and death; cf. Tapping; b. the 
heart-beat: e.g. "This Bread I Break"; 3. prov
erb: ''f'ortune knocks once at least at every 
man's door". 
knot 

I. binding: agreement, love, marriage: cords 

knot 

with 'knots of love' winding round shields were 
used by married as well as unmarried women; 
cf. also R3 4, 3; 2. infinity: they often have the 
form of a horizontal 8 (Number-symbolism, 
plus interlacing); immortality; 3. difficulty: en
tanglement (q.v.); 4. the Knot of Human Death 
and Fate; 5. enclosure, protection; ring-shaped; 
6. individual existence; 7. the Gordian Knot: 
the Labyrinth (q.v.): undoing it is equated with 
finding the Mystic Centre (same for Solomon's 
Knot); 8. the Herculian Knot: a knot in the 
bride's girdle (consecrated to Juno), which the 
bridegroom was to untie (ancient identification 
of Hercules and Zeus); 9. folklore: a. a charm 
to render a bridegroom impotent , or a woman 
barren, or birth difficult; of the latter there is 
an example in the ballad "Willy's Lady" where 
nine (witches' number) knots prevent the 
lady from giving birth, put there by Willy's 
witch-mother (or Terrible Mother); v. also Bride 
and Bridegroom; b. binding an image of your 
lover with knotted threads of different colours 
and carrying it three times round an altar may 
bind him to you, but it is a tricky business, 

. since the same method is used by witches to 
cause sinful love; 10. v. Net, and Spiral or Sig-
moid (according to its shape). 
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L 

I. Hebr. 'lamed' (an ox-goad); Egyptian 
hier.: a recumbent lioness; Celtic: rowan; A.S.: 
lake; 2. symbolizes: a. beauty and violent 
deat h ; b. religious: God ('El'), or Logos (the 
Divine Word); 3. correspondences: a. body: 
throat; b. season: January 2 1 - February 18 (v. 
Ca le ndar); c. astrol.: Libra and Uranus; d. 
Tarot: the Hanged Man. 
labyrinth 

I. the world: a. the FaU of the Spirit into 
the. perplexing world of phenomena, from 
which redemption is only possible by finding 
the Mystic Cen tre; b. related to the Wood of 
Error, and remoteness from the fountain of life· 
c. vegetative life (branches and roots): "And 
still more labyrinthine buds the rose": R. 
Browning ("Sordello" I ); 2. the underworld: a. 
the ,underground tunnels of vegetation, and o f 
the labrys' (the double-axe, one of the explana
tions of the word labyrinth) , and of resurrec
tion (as roya l tomb, and related to the Caves, 
q.v.); b. the passage of the sun in the night 
(Theseus); c. Pliny (36, 19) believes labyrinths 
were o riginaUy Egyptian sun-temples or burial 
tombs for kings; 3. the s tarry heavens in their 
mazy motion: the "Spiral Castle" (sometimes 
called "Troy Town"): death, from which 
Ariadne may help the king to escape; a counter
charm is the Easter-egg of Resurrection; 4. di
vine inscru tability: "Solomon's Knot'', a laby
rinthine cross, the centre often forming a swas
tilca: rotating, generating, and unifying; 

5. the mind : " I fled Hirn, down the labyrin
thine ways Of my own mind": Fr. Thompson 
('The Hound of Heaven"); 6. pain: in E.A. 
Robinson's "Hillcrest"; 7. fury: "What, lost in 
the labyrinth of thy fury!": Troil. 2, 3; 8. vul
va: W.B. Yeats; the h ero's challenge to enter: 
coition; 9. myth.: for the description of Minos' 
labyrinth with the Minotaur in the centre, built 
by Daedalus: Ovid (Metam. 8, 152 ff.); 

10. M.A. : found on the floor of some 
churches in France (e.g. Chartres) and Italy; 
variously explained: a. pilgrimage; b. intended 
to lure the devil inside and pe rplex him ; c. the 
difficult road for Christ from Jerusalem to Cal
vary; d. penitential: some pilgrims make the 
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trip on their knees; in Chartres it is called n 
mile, because, on one's knees, at an averaj\l' 
speed, it takes an hour to do; e. the Labyrint h 
(= Death) with the Minotaur (= the Devil) in 
the cent re, fro m whose entanglement we escap1· 
through Theseus-Christ; 11 . psych.: a. the un 
conscious; b. the weaving patterns of thought 
of a haunted person; a mental torture-cham ber, 
12. labyrinth-dance: a. connected with tlw 
threshing-floor dances of the Spr ing-festivah, 
and the Partridge Hobble-dance, q.v.; it reprc· 
sents the Conquest of Death by Resurrection , 
the labyr inth then represents the universe, wit h 
the Moon-sickle in the centre: the upperworld 
reflecting the underworld ; 13. the Labyrinth 
shares in the symbolism of City, Entanglement, 
Knot, Net, Hobbling, e tc. 
ladder 

I. general height-symbolism, but especially 
ambition: a. "Lowliness is young ambit ion 's 
ladder" (Caes. 2, I): pretended humility is a 
means, by which a n ambitio us man rises; b. D. 
Thomas: the ceaseless striving or man; c. the 
gradual acqu isition of knowledge; 2. the world : 
"The world is a ladder for some to go up and 
some down": proverb; 3. connection with heav
en: a. sanctity with the virtues as rungs; b. As
cension ; c. Jacob's ladder, q.v.; 4. dreams: ac
cording to F reud ladders or sta irs stand for the 
sexual act; 5. surmounting difficulties in the 
material world; in Egypt it was placed in tombs 
as a protective talisman; 6. descent : a. Chris
tian: o ne of the Crucifixion-emblems: descent 
from the Cross; b. the way to the Underworld 
and to danger; 7. folklore: walk ing under a lad'. 
der is dangerous because one thus brea ks the 
life-tr iangle, or disturbs the spir its ascend ing it 
to heaven; 8. ladder-symbolism is often typified 
by the Harp. 
lady 

I. name for a fairy, q.v. ; 2. compa nion to 
the Knight, q.v. also for colours; 3. ligh tness: 
" Here comes the lady: 0 , so light a foot Will 
ne'er wear ou t the everlasting flint": Rom. 2, 6; 
4. the Lady of Kingdoms: the virgin daughter 
of Babylon , whose " nakedness shall be uncov
ered, yea, thy shame shall be seen" (Isa.47, 5) ; 
5. v. Lake for Lady of the Lake, etc. 

lnclybird (ladybug) 
I . associated with beneficial red - fire, but 

.11,11 with sunset; 2. connected with the Scarab 
(q v.): a. by the Rosicrucians; b. D.11. Law-
11•ncc: "the principle of decomposit ion which 
111,t \Cl the baU rolling"; 3. beneficial for agri-
111l1 urc: it lives on soft-bodied insects (e.g. 
1.11crpillars); 4 . folklore: it is a sign of good 
l1111unc, if one lights on your hand or dress, but 
11 must be allowed to fly away of its own ac-
1111d (and it is extremely unlucky to kill one); it 
111ay be helped by the (dubious) words "Lady
hml, ladybird, Oy away home: Your house is 
1111 lire and your ch ildren are gone" (or, 'your 
1111c-lovc is gone', an older version); it stresses 
I he red-fire associations; the deeper the colour 
the luckier. 
Lody Day 

I. Christian: March 25 : the Immaculate 
< nnccption of the Virgin (formerly also three 
111hcr days in connect ion with the Virgin, o ne 
111 which was the Nativity); 2. Greek and 
Roman: the miraculous conception of Hera
luno; 3. English: (t ill l 752) New Year: still one 
or the Quarter Days; 4. folklore: proverb: "I f 
Our Lord fa lls in Our Lady's lap, England will 
meet with great mishap": if Good Friday is on 
March 25, there will be a misfortune within a 
year; this proved true with the deaths of the 
Kings Edward VII and Georg VI. 
lake 

I. Egyptian h ier.: the occult, the mysteri
ous; probably related to 4; 2. prime matter: v. 
Water and Sea; 3. giver of fert ili ty; 4. t ra nsition 
nl life a nd death, resurrection, the underwa ter 
realm from which the sun rises and into which 
11 sink s: cf. Arthur's sword; 5. La nd of the 
Dead (like Ocean); 6 . a mirror for: a. sclf
con tcmplation ; b. consciousness; c. revelation; 
7. psych.: source of creative power (as water): 
a. the uterine waters, related to the New Year 
child noating in in an ark ; b. the unconscious; 
ll. Dante: "the lake of my heart" ( Inf. I . 20); 9 . 
the Lady of the Lake: in the Arthurian legends 
a water-sorceress (sorceresses and witches often 
live near a lake) : a. in earlier poems: Vivien, 
mistress of Merlin; b. in Malory: Nimuc, the 
i:ood sorceress, who puts Merlin away, and gives 
Arthur his sword; c. related to the 'Three 
Qucans' at the end: d. the origin is probably the 
lake lady Morgen (= Morga n le Fay, or Fa ta 
Morgana, q.v.), going back 10 Celti c Rhiannon; 
10. Artemis was also ca lled 'Arte mis of the 
Lake' and had many temples in that name (Ar
temis - Diana as Moon-goddess). 
lamb 

I. sweetness. forgiveness. meckncs.,: "The 

Lamia 

Lamb misused breeds Public strife And yet for
gives the Butcher's knife" : W. Blake (Aug. of 
Inn.) ; 2. docility, weakness; 3. innocence: a. the 
opposite of Wolf and Lion, q.v.; b. Christ: a. in 
Isa. he is foreseen as the lamb, which is silent 
when being shorn; b. in St. John's Passion; c. in 
catacombs Christ is surrounded by 12 Apostle
lambs; 4. sacr ifice: in the 0.T. it is offered 
twice daily, and then there is the Easter-Lamb; 

5. temperance: "Go to bed with the lamb, 
and rise with the lark": proverb; 6. God's love, 
as the o pposite of the T iger= God's wrath, e.g. 
W. Blake; 7. frolick ing; 8. sacred to the grea t 
goddess as Juno (in Rome), as Hecate (both 
white and black lambs), and as Aphrodite; 
Castor and Polydeuces come to the rescue of 
distressed sailors with favoura ble winds, fol
lowed by sparrows (sacred to the sea-goddess 
Aphrodite) after the sailors have sacrificed a 
white lamb; 9. sacred to Hermes and Dionysus: 
in Dionysiac rites lambs were sacrificed to un
derworld-deities to release Dionysus (fertility); 

10. her. : patience and gentleness; 11. folk
lore: a. no witch or sorcerer can change into a 
lamb (or dove); b. if anyone cl imbs a hill at 
sunrise on Easter morning, he ca n see the Lamb 
with the ba nner in the sun; c. a flock without 
a ny black lamb will not prosper, but more than 
one is unlucky; d. bad omen: when an over
large yield of lambs is no t iced, it predicts war ; 
12. v. Sheep. 'Fleece. 
lameness 

I. often connected with the Sacred Heel of 
Sacred Kings (q.v.); 2. Amazons were supposed 
to break a man's legs to enhance his sexual 
power ; according to Queen Antianara: "The 
lame best perfo rm the act of love"; 3. con
nected with the Sun-sm iths: Jacob, Talos, 
llcphacstos, Wieland; 4 . v. Partridge, Hobbling, 
etc. 
Lamia 

I. variants: a. a beautiful queen turned into 
a wild beast for cruelty; b. a being similar to 
sirens, but found in caves and deserts in the 

- co mpa ny of dragons; her attribute is (also) a 
golden comb; she devours children, or entices 
young men into her arms to devour them ; c. a 
huge and vorac.ious fish (connecting lamias with 
dragons and the whale); d. queen of Libya who 
was in love with Zeus; when Hera robbed her of 
her children, she started killing all the children 
she could lay ha nds on; e. J. Keats (via Burton 
fro111 l'hilostratus): changed by Hermes from a 
serpent into a beau tiful girl ; 2. 0.T. the 
'screech-owl' (l\'llth) of Isa . 34, 14 is a female 
vampire, a lamia; 3. as Terrible Mother she of
ten 'rides' her victims: a. related to Adam's first 
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Lam mas 

wife, Lilith (q.v.), who later haunted prt•gnant 
women, and kidnapped children ; b. a descend
ant o.f the lamia of 1, d, is to be found in the 
fairy-ta le of Hans und Gretel; 4. Jung: anima (v. 
Mermaid). 
Lamm as 

I. August 1st; 'hlaf-maesse' = 'loaf-mass': 
thanksgiving for, and offering of, the first-fruits 
of the corn; 2. one of the quarter-<lays, so: a. 
one of the important witches' Sabbaths; b. rent 
to pay (still in Scotland); 3. Celtic: Lugh's fu
neral feast (or mass, or wake), a mourning fest i
val ; 4. imprisonment of the Apostle Peter : mis
taken association with ' lamb' and Peter's 
chains; 5. Lammas-j7ood: the wet season about 
August I st. 
lamp 

I. light: a. presence of a (light) deity, and 
protection against dark demons; b. intelligence, 
vision, wisdom; c. spirit: a. Christian: illumina
tor of the H. Spirit; b. placed before an image 
of the dead, or h is tomb: the soul, which helps 
to recreate the spirit; d. guidance: "Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet, a light upon my path": 
Ps. 119, 105; e. hope, search for an honest man 
(Diogenes); f. eternity: among Hebrews a lamp 
was kept burning all night: perpetuity and pros
perity; g. vigilance: the parable of the Wise and 
the foolish Virgins: Matth. ch . 25; 2. fire, puri
ty, virginity; 3. love: piety, chari ty: attribute of 
F lorence Nightinga le; 4. beauty and love: "the 
lamp tha t burns by nigh t Dries up h is o il to 
lend the world his light": an Ovid ian witticism 
in Ven. 755; 

5. self-sacrifice: it consum es itself to br ight 
light to illuminate the world: related to 3, and 
4 ; v. also Meas. 1, I , and Per. I. Chor.; 6. 
source of fortune and wea lth: Aladdin's lamp 
(q.v.); 7. special religious mean ings: a. Hebrew: 
Hannukah, the dedication of ligh t; b. Greek and 
Roman: attribute of Hestia-Vesta, Psyche, and 
Isis; c. Celtic: carried at Hallowe'en; 8. street
lamps: civilization, on which the underdog, the 
hero ic poet, hangs himself: Mallarme('Le Guig
non'); 9. folklore: three lamps set in a row: 
for thcoming wedd ing, but v. also Candles; I 0. 
v.light, Candle, lantern. 
lamprey 

1. an eel-shaped, scaleless fish, which has no 
jaws, but a round sucker beset with horny 
teeth; as a parasite it sucks the blood of the 
host-fish; in the M.A. it was considered a deli
cacy (Henry I died of eating too many); it has 
no gills; 2. a lamprey is female only and con
ceives o ut of serpents; together'they are an em
blem of adultery; the scat of her life is in her 
tail ; v. Pliny (9, 29ff., and 32, 5): 3. having no 
bones (s)he resembles a phallus (or, tongue) 
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more than o ther fish: J. Webster (Duch . 111 
Malfi 1, \2); 4. voracity: slaves condemned 111 

death were thrown, into a pond with lamprey, 
to be torn to pieces in one moment; 5. ingenut 
ty: shown in escaping through the meshes ul 
the net; 6. its mortal enemy is the conger (Pl111 >· 
9, 88). 
lance 

I. in general its symbolism is the same a• 
that of Spear, q.v.; 2 . knighthood: a. connec ted 
with St. George, whose lance broke when h1• 
kiUed the dragon; b. connected with the Grail 
combined with the Cup it typifies the male and 
female (v. also Tarot); often the lance is bro 
ken which, when restored by the Questor 
Knight (or when the Questor asks the r~h l 
question), will bring back fert ility to t11e Fisher 
King and h is land; the lance stands for the im 
paired sexual potency of the king, compara bk 
to Osiris' (missing) fourteenth part; the Lance" 
held upright over the H. Vessel, dripping blood 
into it (from Christ's side); Galahad heals tht• 
maimed f'isher-King with it "by a nointing h" 
legs" with the blood; c. ancient ly a sceptre f it 
ting all deit ies; 3. war: attributes of war-<leitics 
(who are fcrti lity-<leities as well); 4 . truth, dis
cretion, the dist inct ion between right and 
wrong; 5. phallus, universal axis, earthly when 
compared with the celestia l a nd spiritual sword, 
6. her.: a. courage, martial readiness, defence ol 
honour; b. speed; c. freedom. 
Lancelot 

his story (originally not forming a part ol 
the Arthurian cycle) interpreted as a fertilit y· 
myth: he is the sun-k ing, who rises from the 
water (he is "Lancelot of the Lake"), and in a 
very early version he is an abandoned child 
reared by a water-maiden in a mysterious rea lm 
of 10,000 ma idens and no man (Night); he 
rescues a dawn or spring-ma id, perhaps the wife 
of the spirit of fertili ty (Arthur) from the king 
of the underworld , death and darkness (Melia
grance); he is a typical 'wanderer' (across the 
sky), fa ithless to the moon-girl , the Maid of 
Astolat (in the early version he even marr ies 
three times); by the phase of the moon just 
before dawn he fathers another sun (Galahad). 
la ntern 

I. individual light (as the opposite of cosmic 
ligh t): knowledge (not wisdom); attribute of 
the Hermit (q.v.); 2. transitory truth, as the op
po.site of eternal truth, which is lost , and sought 
(in vain); 3. distraction ; 4. folklore: a lantern 
placed on a table in a byre makes the cows 
miscarry; 5. v. lamp and light. 
lap is lazuli 

I . xenerol: a mineral with a deep blue 
co lour, opaque, and easily polished; from of old 

II ha' been used for small ornaments a nd inlay
Inµ; as it contains go ld like specks of pyrite, it 
hus generally been compared to a deep blue sky 
w11h stars; b. the nam e: L. 'lapis' = stone (for 
the Alchemists one of the names of Prime Mat
ll'r) and ' lazulum' (med. L.) = 'azure' (a wo rd 
11r1gmally of Eastern etym.); c. we may believe 
that the name 'sapphire' (q.v.) was often given 
10 lapis lazuli in the ancient world; 2. period: a. 
11111.. of the birthstones of December; b. Zodiac: 
s,111i1tarius or Capricorn; 3. related to the hcav
<'ns: a. nobility, truth; b. happiness; c. ability; 
4 virtues: A. it brings: a. firmness of character, 
lt•arlessness; b. it promotes a sense of colour 
.111d harmony; c. prosperity; B. it protects 
.111ainst malign influences, but is especially 
'draws the evil out' of the body with which it is 
111 co ntact, to be evaporated into the air; 5. 
l·gypt: a. the sky-god Osiris is the God of Lapis 
lazuli (or, Turquoise, q.v.) ; b. a talisman 
il!(ainst evil spirits; as such it was usually cut in 
the form of a scarab, or engraved with an eye 
and a heart; 6. Hebrew: the Stone Tables of 
Moses were lapis lazuli; 7. Rome: related to 
love and Venus; 8. Christian: a. chast ity; b. 
worn in bishops' rings. 
Lapland 

I. the land of unsurpassed witchcraft and 
>;orcery; ref. Err. 4, 3; 2. a Lapland night: 
brightness and serenity: "But an old age serene 
and bright, And lovely as a Lapland night, Shall 
lead thee to thy grave": W. Wordsworth ("To a 
Young Lady"). 
lapwing 

I . a royal bird with a crest; it was so sacred 
that it was 'unclean' (Lev. 11, 19); 2. craftiness, 
deceit: a . it lures the enemy way from its nest; 
according to R. Graves ("White Goddess"): the 
Disguise of the Secret; cf. Roebuck and Dog; b. 
"Far from her nest the lapwing cries away" 
(Err. 4. 2), and " 'tis my fa miliar sin, with 
maids to seem the lapwing": Meas. I, 4;c. Zeus 
took this disguise to tup Lamia, the Serpent 
Goddess ; d. in Egypt the time when the Child 
Horus was hidden from (involutivc) Seth coin-· 
cidcd with the disappearance of the lapwing; 3. 
a stupid, co nceited fellow, thinking he knows 
better than his elders: "This lapwing runs away 
with the shell on h is head": Ham. 5, 2; 4 . Cel
tic: animal of Bran (th~ Underworld); 5. treach
ery: "the false lapwing, ful of trecherye": 
Chaucer (PoF 347); 6. Christian legend: a hand
maid of the Virgin Mary stoic one of her 
dresses, and was turned into a lapw ing crying 
"Tyvit! Tyvit!" ('l stole i t'); 7 . folklore: a. ill
omened: crying "Bewitched" all the time when 
flying about, it calls evil on those hearing it ; b. 

lark 

they are departed spirits, who cannot find rest; 
c. in its nest stones are fo und (called Quirins), 
which are valued by witches and sorcerers for 
their marvellous quality of discovering secrets. 
larch 

1. the Larix of the pine-family is deciduous 
and the leaves generally grow spirally; its wood 
is coarse-grained, strong and hard; it is used in 
ship-building, and (because it does not easily 
rot in the ground) for telephone-poles, mine
timber, etc.; much of the city of Venice is built 
on larch; 2. impregnability ; 3. stability, inde
pendence; 4. boldness. 
lark 

1. general: a. of the many kinds of larks, it 
is usually the skylark which is meant; b. tradi
t iona I story: the ugly big eye of the toad, and 
the exquisite small eye of the lark must have 
been cha nged: "Some say the lark and loathed 
toad change eyes": Rom. 3. 5; c. larks were 
caught by using a mirror, a piece of red cloth, 
or a small hawk, so that their view was dis
tracted from the net over them; ref. HS 3, 2; 2. 
the bird of dawri-day: a. the opposite of the 
night-dusk b ird, the owl: e.g. Cymb. 3, 7; b. the 
opposite of the nightingale: Rom. 3, 5; 3. con
nected with heaven: " Hark, hark! the lark a t 
heaven's gate sings": Cymb. 2, 3; 4. gaiet y, 
reek lessness; 

5. activity: a. "the bisy larke": Chaucer 
("Knight's Tale"); b. "go to bed with the lamb, 
and rise with the lark" ; 6. wisdom: a. one of 
the guises of Athene; b. "Type of the wise, who 
soar, but never roam": W. Wordsworth ("To a 
Skylark"); 7. natural art: a. "Profuse strains of 
unpremed itated art", rising inevitably in divine 
rapture: Shelley ("To the Skylark"); b. W. 
Blake: visionary Inspiration: the first bird to 
sing; 8. love-bird: morning is the time of love; 
just as darkness is the time of either love or 
crime ("did the act of darkness with her": K. 
Lear 3, 4); as such it is the opposite of the 
nightinga le as night-love-bird (Rom. 3, 5); 9. 
priesthood: a. Christ ian: priestly humility ; the 
opposite of the Peacock: though small, it has a 
sweet voice, is swift, and. has sweet flesh: Lang
land.(Pierce Pl. Bk. 12) ; b. in the :iursery-rhyme 
the lark is the· clerk at the funeral of Cock 
Robin; 

10. spring-bird: e.g. D. Thomas ("Poem in 
October"); I \. treason: Scylla was changed into 
a lark as punishment fo r having betrayed her 
fathe r ; 12. folklore: proverbs: a. "The larkS' fall 
there ready roasted": the sluggard's dream; b. 
"Lovers live by love as larks live by eels"; c. bile 
ca using a colic effect may be removed by mak
ing a ring into an octangle, and the words: 
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larvae 

"Away, away, bile; the sky-lark is seeking you" 
(Greek). 
larvae 

Rome: the evil souls, who are supposed to 
move hither and thither to frighten the living; 
therefore they have been given a name to signi
fy the evil genii, which are also called Lemurcs; 
larva was also the name they gave to ghosts in 
general. 
lash 

I. punishment ; as such the opposite of the 
sword of purification ; cf. Whip, Scourge, etc.; 
2. attribute of Hecate, q.v.; 3. with the Crook 
(of the Pharaohs) a form of Dualism. 
lattice 

a red-latt iced w indow was typica l of an ale
house: All'sW. 2, 3; 2H4 2 , 2. 
laughter 

I . since a ncient Gr. poetry, Aphrodite has 
always been described as 'laughter-loving'; 2. 
joy; 3. t rium ph or challenge; often combined 
with disdain and trickery (the opposite of the 
S ilent Heroes); 4 . mystery ; e.g. Isaac means 'he 
laughed' UW1aq): when the Lord announced 
the birth of a son to Sarah "Abraham fell on his 
face, and laughed" (Gen. 17, I 7; 18, 12f.; 2 1, 
6); 5. madness o r stupidity: "Some that will 
evermore peep through their eyes And laugh 
like parrots at a bagpiper": Mer. V. I , I ; cf. 
Hamlet's instructions to the players in 3, 2; 6. 
connected with the hyena; 7. folklore: genera 1-
ly ominous (cha llenge of lhe gods): a. laughter 
before breakfast: tears before night; b. exces
sive laughter at any time is an evil omen, but 
especially of someone, who is normally very 
serious. 
laurel 

I. general: there are various types of laurel, 
the most impor tant of which are : a. the Com
mon, or Cherry, Laurel, wh ich was introduced 
into Europe only at the end of the 16th cen
tury, but had soon spread as a garden shrub 
because of the beauty of its evergreen leaves; b. 
the "Daphne laureola": the one held sacred to 
Apollo by the Greeks; c. for the "Laurus no
bilis": v. Bay; 2. vic tory: as an evergreen it 
sta nds for immortality: a. the Greeks &nd 
Romans gave crowns of laurel to anyone who 
had d istinguished h imself in any way; b. laurel 
especially adorned the letters announcing victo
ry, and the arms of the victorious sold iers 
(Pliny 15, 40); 3. poetry: a. sacred to Apollo: v. 
below; b. it stands especially for Heroic poetry: 
ivy and myrtle standing for Lyric and Pastoral 
poetry; c. ii was used as an intox icant to induce 
poetic and erotic fury: 'Daphoene' ('bloody 
one') was the goddess worshipped in orgiastic 
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rites by laurel-chewing Maenad-priestesscs 111 
fore serener Apollo took over Tempe; d 111 
companies in Greece the laurel was passed 011 111 
the next person obliged to poetize; 4. pro plw1 
ic: leaves were chewed by the Pythian pricSll'' 
e.g. Lycophron 6; 

5. protection: a. according to Pliny (2, ~1. 
and 15, 40) lightning cannot strike it; for pu1111 
a nd protection it was often put before llu 
doors of Greek houses and in Rome before llu 
gates of the Caesars; "intacta triumphal" 11 
triumphs untouched; b. protective against d1' 
cases and general evil; 6. truce: (Pliny 15, 40) 
like the olive; 7. fecundity: e.g. f"'.G. Lorca .• 1 
(with orange-blossom) used for bridal garland' 
("Blood Wedding"); b. 'laurel-prayer': to lw 
come pregna nt Yerma has to say a 'laurl'l 
prayer' twice a day, and St. Anna's at noo11 
("Yerma" 3, I ); 8. winter : 1he season of rC\I 
which crowns the year; 

9. special religious meanings: I. Greek : a 
related to Apollo him self: in a laurel-grove lw 
was purified of the blood of the Python; tlm 
event was yearly enacted by a boy fleeing from 
Delphi to Tempe, and, c:i ught, being led back 
with song and crowned with laurel; b. perfid y 
related to Daphne, who was changed into a 
la urel to escape being raped by Apo llo; he then 
promised (Ovid: Metam. I , 525ff.) : a. thal 
laurel shall wreathe the heads of Roman gcnc1 
als, when they go in triumph to the Capito l; Ii. 
that it shall sta nd at Augustus' portals as Im 
"trusty guardians", and keep watch over tlw 
civic crown of oak, which hangs between; c. 11 
will be evergreen; cf. Ma lory (2, 15); c. thl' 
laurel was sacred to Diana and Bacchus; thr 
priests of Juno and Hercules also crowned 
themselves with la urel; d. the entrance to Poly
phemus' cave was hung w ith laurel; e. purifica 
lion: J uvenal (Sa t. 2, 158), Pliny; II. Christian: 
a. purity, chastity: the crown of virgin-martyrs, 
but especially the Virgin Queen (sacred to 
Vesla); b. (as a n evergreen) immortality, hea v
enly bl iss; c. one of the evergreens hung in 
ch urches at Christmas to welcome fa iries ; 10. 
psych.: Daphne's rape: (Freud) a girl's instinc
tive horror of the sexual act; 11. W.B. Yeats : 
("A Prayer for my Daughter":) the laurel is 
rooted in a hidden place. and can give inno
cence, rooted in custom , to the Soul; it is safely 
hidden against the violent storms of the outer 
world. 
lave nder 

I . a perennial evergreen, aromat ic plant of 
the mint-family; the common Lavender is a na
tive of the Mediterranean area, preferring stony 
slopes in open, sunny situations; it yields much 

honey; 2. Rome: used to scent baths, chests, 
.111d closets; 3. virtue; industry; 4. acknowledg
mmt; also dist rust and precaution; 5. astral.: 
1.-latcd to Mercury; a ' hot' plant (Wint. 4 , 4); 6. 
French Lavender: emblem of Distrust; 7. Sea
lavcnder (a genus of the leadwort family): a. 
,ympathy: it holds sand together with number
less roots; b. it arrests, unites, and holds. 
I aver 

a 'laver of brass' is described in Ex. 30, 18; 
l,1ter in the T emple the Hebrews had a Sea of 
llras~ which was Babylonian Apsu: it contained 
1he 'l~wer ocean', from which rebirth was possi
hlc. 
lawn 

submission: grass kept short and within 
hounds. 
Lawrence, St. 

while being roasted on a gridiron he asked 
10 be turned over: "That side is quite done"; 
~ometimes quoted as typifying laziness. 
lead 

l. weight; density; 2. stubbornness; 3. igno
rance: base metal; 4. inertness : ' leade n legs' 
( IH6 4, 6), ' leaden age' (Ven. 34); 5. death: a. 
astrol.: associated with Saturn, the death
plane t; b. alch.: related to death, as the oppo
site of silver = birth; c. Eliz. : corpses were en
closed in lead; 6 . paleness: Shakespearean asso
ciation ; 7. matter: (alch .) a white dove con
tained in lead =spirit embedded in matter; lead 
is also another name for Prime Ma tter; 8. tor
ture: as cloaks, or poured moltep down the 
throat; 9. hypocr isy: Dante (Inf. 23): the hypo
crites walk around slowly in cloaks of lead, 
with beautiful co lours on the outside: the 
" painted people"; 10. records: leaden tablets 
used for the preservatio n o f records; 11. folk
lore : a. as a base metal it is inefficien t against 
witches, werewolfs, etc., which must be killed 
with silver, a nd scared off (at least) with iron; 
b. lead dipped in w ine changes colour when the 
wine begins to go bad (Pliny 14, 25). 
leaf . 

I. people: a. com ing and going: "As the gen
eration of leaves, so also is that of men": 
Homer (II. 6, 146 ); b. "Leaves, like the things 
of man, you With your fresh thoughts care fo r, 
can you?": G.M. Hopkins ("Spring and Fall: to 
a young child"); 2. primitive dress, especially 
Adam's fig-leaf, which is also often used in clas
sical sculpture as minimal dress; 3. divination: 
a. the rustling (especia lly of oaks) interpreted 
by priests; b. the Sibyl's leaves, on which her 
prophecies were written, were often dispersed 
by the wind before they were read; ref. Titus 
Andr. 4 , I; c. the ballot-leaves of str ife: conten-

Leda 

t iousness; e.g. Pindar (I sthm. O. 8, 43 ); 4. 
death: (v. also brown and yellow , below) a. 
strewing le~ves on graves: e.g. Vergil (Eel. 5, 
40); b. "Call for the robin redbreast and the 
wren, Since ... with leaves and flowers (they) do 
cover The friend less bodies of unburied men": 
J . Webster (White Dev. 5 , 4); c. compared to 
ghosts: the West Wind "from whose unseen 
presence the leaves dead Are d.riven , like ghosts 
from a n enchanter fleeing": Shelley ("Ode to 
the West Wind"); 

5. minute sound to frighten people: "the 
sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them": Lev. 
26, 36; 6 . the origin o f the symbol of the West
ern 'spades' in Cards; 7. D. Thomas: poems, 
fro m the "tree of words"; 8. colour: a. brown : 
death: " Brown skeletons of leaves that lag My 
forest brook along" : Coleridge (Ancient Mar., 
prt. 7); b. green: nobilit y, sound judgment; c. 
yellow: old age: I have fallen " into the sere, the 
yellow leaf": Mac. 5 , 3. 
Leah 

Dante (e.g. Purg. C. 27): Active Life: the 
opposite of Rachel = Contemplative Life: the 
two wheels, on which the chariot of the church 
rests. 
leather 

l. resis tance: 'have a leather hide'; 2. lack of 
sympathy: the opposite of the naked touch of 
bare feet; 3. thrashing: v. Lash ; 4. stupidity: 
thick-skinned; 5. faithlessness: "Their feet 
through faithless leather met the dirt": E. 
Young ("Ep. to Mr. Pope", I ); 6. scares demons 
away; 7. a leather medal: farcical, used at Car
naval, etc., or as a reward for inferiority or stu
pid ity. 
leaven 

I. the strong prohibition against the use of 
it in the O.T. must be at tributed to the use in 
idolatrous practices (of their own fo rmer rites, 
or those of their neighbours): e.g. Amos 4, 5 ; 
perh. also Num. 25, 2; 2. tumescence of the 
flesh in the oven of "adulterous" behaviour: 
Hos. 7, 4 - 7 (text very corrup t); 3. increasing 
corruption (caused by sour dough): Matth. 16, 
6ff. (perh. also Matth. 13, 33); also Ham., 
Cymb. (3, 4 ), etc.; 4 . malice and wickedness: 
the Jews had to remove the old leaven at the 
beginning of Pesah; when unleavened bread had 
been taken fo r a week, the new leaven was used 
(I Cor. 5, 6 ff.). 
Leda 

I. a sky-variant of the Pelasgian creation
myth, in w hich a woman is fertilized by the 
earth-animal, the serpent Ophion; 2. W.B. 
Yeats: the ferti lization of a woman by a God in 
the form of a Bird inaugura tes a new Era: Leda 
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leech 

at the beginning of the Greek Cycle, Mary at 
the beginning of the Christian Era, each cycle 
lasting about two thousand years. 
leech 

I . avarice; 2. intemperance: v. also Horse
leech; 3. Erasmus (Stult. Laus): has two ton
gues: the symbol for people, who impress the 
illiterate with big words (s. 6). 
leek 

l. liveliness: an aphrodisiac, and it gives a 
voice brilliance; 2. G. Chaucer: a. elderly youth
fulness: "A hoary head and a green tail"; b. 
"any man that is worth a leek should marry"; 
3. the national emblem of Wales: worn on the 
hat on St. David's Day; the origin is perhaps a 
confusion with the daffodil, which jn Welsh is 
'Cenin Pedr' = St. Peter's leek; ref. HS (pass., 
but esp. 5, I); 4. folklore: a. the juice of the 
leek can be used against sores of the skin, infec
tions, poisonous bites, chest-ailments, etc.; b. 
proverb: "Lovers live by love as larks by leeks"; 
e. an overdose is a painless form of suicide. 
lees 

l. dregs, the grosser part of something; 2. 
settle on the lees: a blessing of the Lord: "And 
in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of 
wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, 
of wines on the lees well refined": Isa. 25, 6; cf. 
Jer. 48, 11 , and Zeph. I, 12. 
left 

l. 0.T. 'left-handed' generally means: am
bidexter; e.g. Ehud (Judg. 3, l 5ff.), and the 
description of excellent soldiers in Judg. 20, 16 ; 
2. v. Right and left. 
leg 

l. Egyptian hier.: a. e levation, erection; b. 
founding; 2. motion, speed, energy; 3. victory, 
supremacy: 'bestriding legs': "His legs bestrid 
the ocean" (Ant. 5, 2), and "he doth bestride 
the narrow world Like a colossus" (Caes. I , 2); 
4 . sun-ray, splendour; 5. genitals: a. the Lord 
"taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man": Ps. 
147, 10; also Ex. 4 , 25; Isa. 6, 2; 7, 20, etc.; b. 
"More belongs to marriage than four bare legs 
in a bed" : proverb; 6. Zodiac: governed by 
Aquarius; 7. positions: A. left foot first: un
lucky (Greek); B. crossed legs (right over left): 
a. magic to delay birth ; b. prayer: the position 
of Christ's legs on the Cross; c. M.A. (in art): 
posture of the crusaders, kings, Knights Tem
plar, and noblemen; 8. form: (v. also Folklore) 
A. very long legs (Occult) : a. stirring emotions; 
b. love of excitement; B. short legs: often a 
characteristic of sun-deities (v. King, Sacred -): 
Odysseus, Gareth, the crippled son of Saul, of 
whom David was afraid, etc.; 9. trunkless legs: 
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transcience: "two trunkless legs of stone Stand 
in the desert. .. ": Shelley ("Ozymandias"); 

10. D. Thomas: "The Ballad of the Long· 
legged Bait": the bait is a girl, used to catch a 
' fish': in water = an embryo; out of water = a 
husband; plus Christ's symbol, and Christ as 
fisherman (= the poet and Christ, the 'caught' 
husband); she has long legs because they arc 
good bait, and make her a good runner (after, 
or, away from), and she is Thomas's wife a 
Siren, his heat, his flesh, his Muse, and his 
Anirna (catching her he finds himself) ; he be
co mes a poet, ' landing' him in enchantm ent ; 
11. folklore: a. leg-crossing has more or less the 
sa me magic good-luck value as keeping one's 
fingers crossed (at exams, etc.). or touching 
wood; unfavourable: forbidden at councils of 
war, causing obstacles to transactions (Pliny 28 , 
17); b. among nursery-rhymes , leg-riddles arc 
among the oldest (e.g. "Two legs sat upon three 
legs, etc."); c. proverb : "One pair of legs is 
worth two pairs of hands"; 12. v. Foot. 
lemon 

I. grief: the golden lemon of the b itter 
ideal: Mallarme ("Le Guignon"); 2. mockery; 3. 
enthusiasm; 4. pleasant thoughts; 5. discretion ; 
6. (sometimes) fruit of the Tree of Knowledge; 
7. T.S. Eliot: barrenness: in "Mr. Apollinax" 
the T remembers the dowager Mrs. Phlacus and 
Professor and Mrs. Cheetah as a 'slice of lemon'; 
they are the opposite of Mr. Apollinax's fertile 
symbols of Priapus and Proteus. 
lemures 

I . Rome: disembodied spirits; v. Larvae; 2. 
psychic dissocia lion. 
lentil 

I . one of the first plants brought under cul
tivation; 2. Esau sold his birthright for a red 
pottage of (Egyptian) lentils: Gen. 25, 34; 3. 
poor man's food; 4. as cattle-fodder it increases 
the production of milk. 
Leo 

A. the fifth sign of the Zodiac, entered by 
the sun about July 23, formerly the summer
solstice: destructive heat ; 

B. represented: a sun with a phallic appen
dix; 

C. it represents: I. reproduction, vital 
forces; 2. solar power, fire, clear light; '3. the 
will ; 4. feelings and emotions; 5. the spi.ritual 
beginnings of man; 

D. period of: 1. the sun entering Leo initi
ates the annual flood in Egypt; 2. the time 
when the Sacred King was to die; 3. Leo is 
vanquished by Virgo: v. Tarot: Strength; 

E .. correspondences: l. body: heart, lungs, 
and hver ; 2. colour: dark-yellow; 3. e lement : 

11.~; 4. planet: the only sign in the Zodiac ruled 
hy the Sun; 5. landscape: associated with 
mountains, castles, and palaces; 6. Tarot: a. 
Archpriest, q.v.; b. v. D, 3; 7 . quality: a. fixed, 
I icry, masculine; b. fortu nate; 

F. psych.: I. rulers and organizers; 2. inde
pendence, firmness of character and emotions; 
.l . great workers; 4. they have a fi ery mind, 
together with unbending dignity; 

G. famous Leo's: Louis XIV, Napoleon, 
(;aribaldi, Bismarck, but also Picasso and 
Rubens; 

H. the sign has been associated with: 1. the 
Ncmean lion; 2. the tribe of Judah ; 3. M.A.: 
Daniel's lions. 
leopard 

1. general: a. it is the same as the panther, 
with which it is also identified symbolically, 
but differences are found, because originally 
the name ' leo-pardus' was applied to an imagi
nary animal, a hybrid between a lion and a pan
ther; in Reynard the Fox the panther is partly 
the king's relative; b. it allures men, cattle, and 
beasts by the fragrance of its breath; even the 
skin may attract the game, therefore Siegfried's 
quiver was covered with it (Nib. 16); c. in the 
Roman arenas they appeared by the hundreds; 
d. the ' natural' and deadly enemy of the ape; e. 
a 'superior' animal: with stag, horse, and boar; 
2. ferocity: (like the tiger and 'panther') it has 
the aggressive and powerful aspect of the lion, 
without the latter's solar significance; 3. swift
ness: the horses of Babylon are swifter even 
than leopards: Habakkuk I , 8; 4. valour: it 
dares to attack even a buffalo; 

5. night-prowler, and watcher: a. in Egypt 
Osiris, as the Great Watcher, is represented as a 
crouching leopard, with an open eye-symbol 
above him ; b. "a leopard shall watch over their 
cities": Jer. 5, 6; with the lion slaying people, 
and a wolf spoiling them ; c. equated with Argus; 
6. destructive : sacred to Dionysus, whose de
structive aspect he represents, whereas the goat 
stresses h is generating aspect; but v. also Pan
ther, Lynx, and Ovid (Metam. 4, 25); .7. a lunar 
animal: a. Hathor in leopard-skin is equivalent 
to the goddess of Fate; b. attribute of Artemis, 
as night-prowler; c. in SoS (4 , 8) the beloved 
lives among lions and leopards: cf. Calypso; 8. 
fraud, jealousy: dark force; 9. lust , sin : one of 
the meanings in Christian symbolism (v. Bible); 

10. her.: a. in early heraldry it is often con
. founded with the lion, and differentiated by its 
attitude only (perhaps a Persian symbol, 
adopted by the Crusaders): a. leopard-lionne: 
the rampant lion; b. lion-leoparde: walking and 
'en face'; b. a hard and valiant warrior, who 

leprosy 

has engaged in hazardous enterprise; c. power 
and pdde: prefers starvation to eating carrion; 
d. freedom; e. cunning; 11. special religious 
meanings: A. Egypt: a. Osiris: v. 5, a; b. his skin 
indicated the high-priestly dignity; c. v. Pan
ther; B. the Bible: a. the four-winged leopard in 
Daniel's vision (7, 6) probably refers to Alexan
der the Great (like the Unicorn); b. with the 
lion, bear, and a fourth it forms the 4 Beasts of 
Daniel's vision (perhaps metal-correspondence); 
we see the same combination of beasts in Hos. 
13, 6- 8 as the forms, in which Yahweh shall 
punish Israel (llosca precedes Daniel by a great 
period); the same combination is again found in 
Rev. 13, 2; C. Greek: a. sacred to Dionysus: v. 
6; b. at the sack of Troy, Menelaus hung a 
leopard-skin over the door of Antenor's house 
as a sign that it should be spared; D. Christian : 
a. sin, Antichrist; b. M.A.: steed of Fury; c. 
Christ: for the same reasons as Dionysus and 
Osiris (sweet breath, etc.: v. Panther); 

12. special literary meanings: A. Dante: (C. 
I) a. sin; b. Worldly PJeasure, in particulac Flor
ence; for the combination with the Lion and 
the Wolf: v. 5, b; B. W.B. Yeats: a. autumn 
(leoparck:oloured trees): "The Madness of Goll"; 
b. moon-magic, the feminine principle, the 
physical and magical world as the opposite of 
sun-realism; C. T.S. Eliot: the White Leopards 
in "Ash-Wednesday": glorious death, as the op
posite of the sinister, useless rats' death; the 
death of the body's desires and emotions (legs, 
heart, and liver) ; and worldly thoughts (skull); 
plus the three Christian Virtues, which have 
conquered the flesh; 13. combinations: a. Leop
ard + kid: tying together they symbolize peace 
in Isa. ll, 6; b. leopard+ snake: "Man in whom 
are met the Leopard and the Snake": T.L. 
Beddoes ("Death's Jest Book"). 
leprechaun 

Irish: a dwarf (usually an o ld , wrinkled 
man), who knows the secret location of wealth 
(a 'crock of gold'/, which he tells when cap
tured and threatened with violence, in order to 
buy his freedom, although his purse never holds 
more than o ne shilling at a time; usually the 
treasure disappears, when its hiding-place is 
found; Swift may have been influenced by 
these 'little people', when he put Gulliver 
among the Lilliputians. 
leprosy 

I. to inflict or heal leprosy was the preroga
tive of the White Goddess of the Moon ; 2." 
throughout the world it is the punishment for 
eating tabued food; 3. probably various skin
diseases have been called ' leprosy' (e.g. in the 
Bible), the most likely being 'vitiligo', a loss of 
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letter 

skin-pigment , which may result from ea ting 
foul food ; true leprosy reached Europe proba
bly only in the fi rs t century B.C.; 4. in the 
Bible a punishmen t by the Lord (especially for 
pr~de , or reaching beyond o ne's s ta tus) : e.g. 
Mrriam (Num. 12, I 0), Naaman (2Kings 5), 
Uzz1ah (2Chron. 26, 19) ; v. Colou rs, D, 3. 
letter 

I. co mmunica tio n ; 2. since a le tter is fi lled 
with the magically charged sym bols of writing, 
they are numino us, often in an unfavo urable 
sense, anno uncing be trayal or death; 3. f olk
lore: "Sneeze on Wednesday, yo u sneeze for a 
letter" : v. Sneezing. 
lettuce 

I. cold-heartedness: a. ast rol. : owned by the 
Moon, so it cools and moistens \\!hat Mars dries 
and hea ts; ref. 0th. I , 3 (?); b. temperance: as 
an an ti-aphrodisiac, it is a marvello us provoker 
of chastity : Pliny ( 19, 38) ; 2 . Hebrew: a. the 
return of spring, resurrection , redemption· b . 
characterist ic dish of the feasts (e.g. Passove r) ; cf. 
Radish, Parsley; 3. folklore: (bot h w ild and cul
tivated :) 1. medicinal : wild lettuce (called 
'Sleep-wort') is a c ure against insomnia ; a lso for 
headaches, stomach-pains, and digestive tro u
bles, it is a n appetizer and counteracts the ef
fects of wine, for which it was eaten at Roman 
banquets: Pliny (19 , 38, and 20 , 24ff.); 2. the 
variety called ' hawksecd' esp. cures eyes: hawks 
tear it o pe n and wet their eyes with its j uice to 
cure eyesigh t. 
Levi 

I. third son of Jaco b by Leah, who sa id: 
"Now this time will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three sons" (Gen. 
29 , 34 ); ' Levi' = 'jo ined'; or, ' to a ttach to'- 2 
priesthood, without land ; for the prophecy c~n~ 
cerning the tr ibe: v. Simeon ; 3. emblems: sword 
and water-pi tcher ; 4 . Zodiac: (with Simeo n) 
rules Gemini ; 5. W. Blake: Priest , with " instru
ments of cruelty": Gen. 49, 5. 
Leviathan 

I. general: a. nam e: e tym. unknown; ' to 
cleave' or 'to bend' has been suggested ; b. as it 
is called the "piercing serpent" (= crossing like 
a bar?). and the " crooked serpent" , it may be 
related to the Egyptian night-serpent ; cf. 
Jonah 's Nigh t-Crossing in the Whale; c. it agrees 
with the description of Lotan of the mytho logi
cal poems o f the Ras-Shamra texts, where the 
monster is pierced by the servant of rain-giving 
Baal in the struggle with Mo t, the god of 
drought and death; it was also known to the 
Phoenicians; in all these it may stand for the 
supreme deity's specific enemy : Chaos; 2. it 
bears the weight of the waters, or re presents the 
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chaos-waters; 3. evil personified : a. the evil, t11 
be destroyed by Yahweh; b. it cannot be cau1•h1 
or be made useful: it has no 'covenant ' w11h 
]llan (for the Messiah see fu rther) · c. = t lu 
'd ragon' (Job, ch. 41) ; d . rebellio n ~ga ins t tl 11 
creative god: Isa. 27, I ; Ps. 74 , 14 ; 104, 21! 
etc.; 4. a spirit of seasona l or vegeta tion myth 
a. it returns each year to be killed anew; b. tlu 
(preserving and vitalizing force in the) World ; ~ 
food of the fa ithful at the end of the worlcl 
accorcJing to apocr. Rabbinical texts the M1·, 
siah will ca tch it at the end of the world, :11uJ 
divide it (with Behemo th) among the faith fu l '" 
immense sto re of food ; 6 . playfulness: Yahw1·h 
created it to play with it, to show his enormou' 
power : Ps. I 04 , 26 ; 7. originally male and It· 
male; form of Duality with the land-monstl'I 
Behemoth; 8. M.A.: a. in a Hort us Deliciarum 
we see God the Fa ther fishing with Jesse's rod, 
a nd Christ as bait, to catch Leviathan; b . o fte11 
represented as a crocodile ; c. its mo uth is o ftl'11 
the Gates o f Hell; 9 . W. Blake : 'many coils' : tht• 
devo uring Round of existe nce (related to Ou ro 
bo ros); 10 . v. a lso Whale, w ith which (thoui.:h 
differentiated ) it shares much symbolism. 
libation 

I. the original (human o r a nima l) sacrificfal 
blood was la ter replaced by red w ine (v. also 
Ship, for the name-giving); 2. it is used to ac 
company a curse for the breaker of the cove 
nant in the Iliad ; the word 'spondee' is then 
used, rela ted to 'spondai' = truce; 3. as a r itual 
of the dead ('choai'); 4 . a common form of 
private or public Greek and Roman rituals ol 
worship ; 5. v. Food. 
Libra 

A. the seventh sign of the Zodiac, en tered 
by the sun abo ut September 23rd ; it is also 
called Jugum (the yoke of the ba la nce) ; B. re
presented : a pair of scales to typ ify equilib 
rium; C. it symbolizes: l. cosm ic and psychic 
equilibrium: a. of the solar world and the plan
ets; b. between good and evil ; c. between Scor
pio (desires) and Virgo (sublimation); d . be
tween the spiritual ego (Self) and the externa l 
ego ; 2 . related to the Sword, the Cross, and the 
number Seven: a. human relations; b. menta l 
a nd spiritua l health; 3. Conjunction, q.v. ; O. 
correspondences: I. the body: a. kidneys (and 
other ba la ncing organs) ; b. backbone and mar
row; 2 . colour : yellow-green; 3. planet: "The 
Positive House of Venus" as Harmony; 4. land 
scape: the inorganic world ; 5 . Tarot : the Char 
io t ; 6. quality: a. cardinal a nd airy , or, hot and 
mo is t; masculine; b. forturiate; E. character: a. 
easy-going, gentle, tolerant, courteo us and di
plo matic; but may also be too easily influenced ; 

lo lover of symmetry, c ultured , humanistic; c. 
1·111p1ricis t, eclect ic, intellectual; d. amorous, 
J11 v111g pleasures, bu t also lawsuit s; e. in a wo-
111 11 11 : ex tremely soignec; F. famous Libra-types: 
I lil\ l11Us, Katherine Mansfield , Mahatma 
c .h.1ndi, Boucher, Wa ttea u. 
lie hen 

I . hardship: it can survive the severest con
illlio ns of high altitudes , latitud es, sca rcity o f 
l11n d , etc.; it of ten grows in impossible niches in 
111rk~; 2. solitude; 3. dejectio n. 
licking 

I. natt ery: "let the candied to ngue lick ab
.11 1d po mp": Ham. 3, 2 ; 2. licking one's fingers: 
11•,t o f a good cook: Rom. 4 , 2 ; v. Finger; 3. fo r 
J .1hesin licking his fingers, giving Inspiration, v. 

I '11uldron; 4. bear cubs arc licked into shape by 
their mothers. 
tight 

I . purity, mora li ty (the Seven Virtues), spir
it mil life (as the opposite of emo tions, etc.): 
" li1-1ht and lust arc deadly enemies" : Luer. 674 ; 
> intellect, knowledge, wisdom ; 3. evo lutio n, 
the masculine principle, the opposite of the 
Citods of) invo lutive darkness; 4. cosmic energy, 
11cative force: the synthesis of All (colours: 
white) ; 5. optimism ; 6. the past ; 7 . Christian : a. 
!"hrist as the Light of the World ; b. belief, 
r race, and charity; 8 . J, Joyce: " waves of 
ll11ht": dream s; 9. D. Thomas: ("Light 
hreaks":) light = life= language= sound ; 10. v. 
1-'lame, lamp, e tc. 
lighthouse 

I. warning for danger; 2 .on early Christian 
tombs: safe voyage to Sa lvation ; 3. V. Woolf: a. 
man's remo teness and solit ude, yet standing 
firm with the waves (of time, emotio ns, etc.) 
hreaking round it; b. (masculine) union of tim e 
nnd eternity, male and female, etc.; the oppo
\ lte of the feminine rose, which essentially 
means the sa me. 
lightning 

I. deity-weapon, manifestation of the Su
preme Deity 's power or wrath; yet the Bible 
makes lightniflg a weapon both of Yahweh and 
Satan (e.g. Luke I 0 , 18); 2. form of divine mes
senger ; people struck by lightning are especially 
honoured by Zeus, e.g. Semele, Capaneus; 
places struck were usually enclosed by a fence; 
3. phallus, fecundity, inspiration ; 4 . brevity; 5. 
Creek: the arrow of the god(s) capable of open
ing a moutain-side (cloud-mass) and displaying 
for an instant a wondrous display of gems and 
gold ; 6. Jung: a . the soul is often seen as ' liber
ated' by a flash o f lightning (e.g. Paracelsus a nd 
the Alchemists): a 'sudden, unexpected, a nd 
overpowering danger of psychic condition' ; b. 

Lilith 

Mercurius as the animal spirit , which from Luci
fer's body struck into the 'sa t niter ' (= sa lpeter = 
' prima ma teria' = Saturn) of G od like a fiery 
serpent from its hole, or as a fierce Serpent, 
which tyrannizes, raves. and rages, as if it would 
tear and rend Nature all to pieces (llohm e) ; it JS 

also related to the quaternit ies: dry-wet-warm
cold , and sharp-bitter-sweet-sour, a nd the fou r 
co lours; c. the lightning of sin ; 7. lightning-nash 
through the clouds: sym bol of mytho logy. 
fig ure 

O.T.: gem of the High-priest 's Breastplate, 
probably referring to the tr ibe of Dan , and per
haps a nam e given to hyacinth. 
Ligurians 

I . the Ligurians occupied the ninth Augus
tan region , with settlements in Massa lb , Cor
sica, etc. ; originally they were restricted to re
gio ns around Genoa, as a hard y, warlike people, 
living of hard agricul ture and commerce; 2. no
torious liars and full of deceit : Vergil (Aen. 11 , 
700ff.) ; 3. lovers of abnormal sexual inter
course. 
lilac (colo u·r) 

I. friend ship ; as a 'soft ', secondary, colo ur, 
it shows a tendency to 'male' homosex uality ; 2. 
f ra terna I love. 
lilac (flower) 

I . youth, firs t love, spring; cf. T .S. Eliot's 
" Portrait of a Lady" and "The Waste Land", 
where it mainly means spring ; 2. fa stidio usness; 
3. mo urning: " When lilacs last in the dooryard 
bloomed" : W. Whitman mourning the death of 
Linco ln ; if any of their kind is cut the o ther 
lilacs mourn and arc flowe rless the fo llowing 
year; 4 . folk lore: unlucky to bring into the 
house (especially the white variety, like so 
many white nowers) ; the purple and red varie
ties arc less dangerous, but they must certainly 
not be taken to a hospital. 
Lilith 

l. general: A. o rigin: a. Adam's first (earth
ly) wife, who left him fo r the air ( the name ha s 
been explained a s 'nigh t-mo nster' or 'screech
owl'). rather than subm it to him (Talmud); b. 
derived fro m Babylonian-Assyr ian Lilit , a de
moness, who ent iced men in their sleep; her 
male counterpart was Lilu (cf. succubus and 
incubus); B. correspondences in other mytho lo
gies: a . the Egyptian vampire; b. Greek : Lamia; 
the virile characteristics of the accursed Hun
tress Heca te; the Amazons overcome by Her
cules ; owl-Athene; c. Germ.: Brunhild , as the 
opposite of Kriemh ild ; 2 . character: a. a hairy 
night-phantom , taking the form o f a beau tiful 
woman, to seduce and/or dest roy men; b. 
haunter of deso la te places, especially in stormy 
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lily 

weather (air-wind demons); c. she is especially 
inimical and dangerous to children and preg
nant women, who can be safeguarded by anti
Lilith coin-charms; d. her own demonic chil
dren, the lilim, are ass-haunched; e. (Occult:) 
connected with the spirit of impurity (Nahe
ma); she is the prepuce (bride) of that impure 
(uncircumcised) serpent Samael, a storm
demon, tempter of Eve; 3. psych.: a. the Terri
ble Mother, worshipped and feared in child
hood, demanding the sacr ifice of children, or 
preventing them by separating her son and his 
wife; b. the Temptress, who, under a maternal 
guise, seeks to undo her 'son' and his wife; c. 
the despised and 'long-forgotten' Mistress, who 
takes revenge in a man's psyche; 4. v. Lamia. 
lily 

I. general: a. there is an enormous variety of 
lilies, beside the Lily of the Valley, which has 
been treated separately; as most varieties just go 
by the name of 'lily' we mention only a few 
separately; b. the 6-petalled Madonna Lily 
('Lilium candidum') was the common garden
flower of antiquity from Homer onwards; with 
the rose and violet it was the most popular 
flower, e.g. Proserpina was gathering violets 
and white lilies, when she was carried off by 
Pluto: Ovid (Metam. 5, 392);f. the 'Rosajuno
nis' (also called 'Madonna' in the late 19th 
cent.) sprung from Hera's milk, and symbolizes 
purity, beside Aphrodite's sensuous rose; d. the 
Red Lily may be referred to in SoS (5, 13): 
"His lips are lilies", unless the fragrance is 
meant; e. in the Bible the 'lily' is often the 
translation of the non- Hebrew word 'shoshan
na' or 'shushan' (which has become Suzan), 
which really means 'lotus'; therefore Lily-men 
were the Susians, worshippers of the Lily
Goddess Susannah, or Astarte; it is possible 
that 'lily' indicates a variety of flowers (of the 
field), with perhaps in Hos. the real lily; f. the 
"lilies of the fie ld" of Matth. (6, 28) have been 
explained as 'Anemone coronaria', the 'poppy 
anemone' as lilies were not common in Pales
tine; g. several 'lilies' are no 'Lilia' at all: e.g. 
the Lent Lily is a Narcissus; the Water-Lily is 
Nymphaea, for which v. Lotus; for the French 
Lily v. Fleur-<le-lis; 

2. purity, (connubial) chastity, heavenly 
bliss: a. attribute of Christ, Mary (and other 
Virgin-Mothers), and various saints; b. one of 
the flowers, which formed the couch of Hera 
and Zeus (with asphodel, etc.); c. the 'flower of 
paradise'; d. Clovis placed a lily-flower in his 
crown, to indicate his purification by baptism 
and h is orthodox faith; e. "the virgin lily": 
Spenser ("Prothalamion"); f. Gr. 'lily-eyed' = 
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young; 3. majesty, queenly beauty and grac1• .1 

"he (= Israel) shall grow as the lily" : beau I~ 
and fer tility: Hos. 14, 5; b. "the Lily Que1•n" 
Sir. R. Fanshawe ("Now war is all the wni hi 
about"); 4. immortality (it grows again from 
the seeds remaining in the ground), eternal low 
resurrection (the Easter flower); 

5. showiness; it grows highest of all gard1•11 
plants and its neck droops under the weight 111 
its flower; 6. phallus, fertility: a. it topped llu• 
Two Pillars before Solomon's Temple (wi1h 
pomegranates at the sides); b. Joseph 's st;lll 
blossomed with lilies in the selection of Mary'• 
husband; c. often represented as standing in .1 

(female) vase: androgyne; d. Freud : 111;11!

symbol; e. one root sends out as many as ~O 
bulbs; 7. desire: " to those fields Where I mu y 
wallow in the lily beds Proposed for the d1• 
server": Troil. 3, 2; cf. the many reference\ 111 
SoS: the lover "feeds among the lilies" = t 111 
sexual act (2, l); 8. repentance: a. the lily 
sprang from the repentant tears of Eve; h 
"Lilies that fester, smell far worse than weeds" 
proverbial, but found e.g. in Sonn. 94; as sud1 
it is the opposite of the rose, which smells bet 
ter; cf. also Edward Ill 2, I; 9. grief. sorrow: .1 
in E.A. Poe it usually stands for sorrow; b. T .S 
Eliot connects lily - funera l - Easter - Jcsu~. 

10. special religious meanings: A. Egypt 
emblem of Upper Egypt; B. Hebrew: a. v. i; h 
attribute of Gabriel, and emblem of Judah ; r 
trust in God; C. Christian: a. with the dove: 
Annunciation; cf. Eastern lotus+ swan; b. flow 
er of the age of the spirit to come, when men 
will live in the plenitude of love ; 11. special 
literary meanings: A. W. Blake: spiritual and 
physical love, given entirely without restriction, 
the opposite of the rose with the thorns ol 
modesty and jealousy; B. J. Laforgue: the lily 
of God; the opposite of the sensual rose; C. D 
Thomas: "brand of the lily's anger": punish 
ment for women after the Fall: bearing children 
in pain ("A grief ago"); 12. folklore: a. white 
lilies are flowers for weddings; but also at funer 
als, where they typify the purified soul; they 
sometimes grow of their own accord on the 
graves of innocent men unjustly executed; b 
remembrance: taken to the Tower every year 
by Eton students, in memory of the murder ol 
King Henry VI, the founder of Eton. 
lily of the valley 

I . daintiness, sweetness; 2. hum ility: prefers 
the shade; 3. return of spring and happiness; 4 . 
attribute of the Virgin to signify Advent; 5. in 
the SoS the name of the Shulamite (v. also 
Lily); 6. emblem of Israel; 7. astrol. : under the 
dominion of Mercury; therefore it strengthens 

the brain, recruiting a weak memory, and mak
ing it strong again; 8. folklore: a.= "Our Lady's 
!'cars": they sprang up, where her tears fell on 
the ground; b. yet sometimes ill-0mened: they 
Me (ghostly) white, and hang their heads; 
planted in a garden they may even bring dea th 
to the house; c. distilled it cures the heart , the 
vital spirits, etc. 
limbo 

1. general medieval tradition: a region of 
undefined character between Heaven and Hell, 
fo r those who had not been bad , but for some 
reason (generally because they were not bap
lised) could not enter heaven; the main groups 
inhabiting it are: a. the limbo of the Fathers, or 
Patriarchs ("Abraham's bosom"); at his death 
Christ visited this 'hell' and released the inno
cent; b. the "Fools' Paradise" inhabited by 
idiots and children who were unbaptised 
through nobody's fault (e.g. when they died in 
the womb); this limbo is sometimes represented 
as a kind of Earthly Paradise; the severe Domin
icans put them in a gloomy place inside the 
carlh, whereas the Franciscans place them in a 
light region just above the earth; 2. Dante: the 
First Circle of Hell fo r those, who lived without 
Baptism or Christianity; the only pain they suf
fer is that they live in desire and without hope 
of seeing God; therefore n~ co mplaints, but 
only sighs, are heard; in the light Noble Castle 
we find Homer and other ancienl poets, heroes, 
and philosophers; the Castle has the seven walls 
of the Liberal Virtues (Prudence, Justice, Forti
tude, Temperance, Wisdom, Knowledge, and 
Understanding), with the seven gates of the 
Liberal Arts, and the stream of Eloquence flows 
around it; 3. Ariosto: the Limbo of the Moon is 
stored with misdirected virtues, flattery, vanity, 
vows not fulfilled, disregarded counsel, etc. 
time (juice) 

added to wine, sometimes on doctor's or
ders, sometimes by the vintners themselves: "a 
coward is worse than a cup of sack with lime in 
it": 1H42,4;Wiv. l,3. 
linden 

l . general: a. linden honey has a high nutri
tive value; b. its wood is a great favourite with 
woodcarvers: worm-proof; c. its inner bark is 
rich in fibre, e.g. fo r paper making (or to make 
writing-tablets); its tissues were used as antisep
tic wound-<lressing; v. also Folklore below; 2. in 
general it is considered a feminine tree, sacred 
to the Great Goddess (as coml?anion to the 
male Oak): a. sacred to Aphrodite; as such it 
was often a substitute for the mountain-heather 
(v. Heather) in flat coun tries; b. sacred to 
r'r igga for its fragrance; c. Baucis was turned 

l inen 

into a linden-tree (and Philemon into an Oak): 
v. Ovid (Metam. 8, 620ff.); d. in Thessaly the 
mother of Cheiron the Centaur (who was asso
ciated with the erotic wryneck) was called 
Philyra = ' linden'; e. in Greek mythology 
dryads were 'wedded to' linden; f. as a spring
t ree it is a fine cover for love-making, so it is 
a great favourite among the love-poets of Ger
many and France; g. women sacrificed to lime
trees for fert ility , as men did to oaks; h. 
Reynard the Fox: the hen Coppen was buried 
under one; 3. mid-summer: it flowers from 
mid-May t ill mid-August; thus it may have re
placed the oak at times: a linden-leaf had 
caused Siegried's fata l spot, and he was killed 
under a linden beside a stream; 4. conjugal love: 
V. 2, c; 

5. gentleness, modesty, sweetness, as femi
nine tree; 6. hospitality; but also the tree under 
which judgment was pronounced; 7. linden
/ea[: lightness (Langland, Pierce Pl. Bk. l ); 8. 
her. (often the leaf): tenderness, charm, grace; 
9. Hebrew: the holy 'teil-tree' of Isa. 6, 13 may 
have been a linden-tree; 10. folklore: a. its bast, 
torn into strips, was used for divination 
( through its connection with Cheiron: v. 2, d); 
and used for wreaths of honour (Pliny 16, 25); 
b. protection: linden-trees are intimately con
nected with the inmates of a house or fortress ; 
they were often clipped so that they formed a 
protective matting of branches around a house 
(often affording only little shade): we know 
that Charlemagne propagated its planting 
aga inst lightning. 
linen 

I. purity; Pliny: the most beautiful dress
material ('pulchrioriam vestem'); 2. a white 
linen shirt was put on the Sun-king before he 
was immortalized on the pyre at the end of his 
reign; "fine linen" was also used to wrap 
Christ's body in (Mark 15, 46); 3. priestly 
dress: a. Apollo's priests wore linen; b. the 
priests of Isis wore linen clothes ; according to 
Ovid Io was venerated in Egypt as Isis, and he 
refers to her priests as the " linen-robed throng" 
(Metam. I , 74 7); c. originally a linen dress was 
characteristic of a priest in the Bible, and it 
was only changed to 'white' later; 4. the vir
tuous woman (as the opposite of the wanton in 
fine silks); bu t "fine linen of Egypt" lies on a 
'strange' woman's bed, as a sign of her generous 
spending for her lover (with perfumes): Prov. 7, 
16; 

5. destiny: a. a man dressed in linen, with an 
ink-horn, went through Jerusalem to mark 
(with the ta u-sign?) the righteous for protec
t ion, so the others could be killed: Eze. ch. 9; 
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linnet 

b. the thread of the Fates was a linen thread ; 6. 
homage: lincn<overcd hands were raised as a 
sign of respect; often they carried a crown, an 
offering, before a celestial personage, as if just 
having received it , or to ask permission to do 
homage; this is o ft en found on Christian 
mosa ics and miniatures up to the 17th century ; 
7. related to mus ic : Apollo's son ' Linus' was 
the spirit of the fla x plant, planted in the sandy 
soil (h is mother Psamathc), and bruised by a 
tow-mallet (= killed by his grandfather Kroto
pous = 'pound ing feet'); he was a lyre-player; 8. 
midsummer-bonfires were often connected w it h 
the flax-cult; they were: a. accompa nied by sad 
songs; b. accompanied by female sexual domi
nation of men for the goddess who became the 
flax-spirit (like Linus) ; 9. folklore: a . related to 
shrouds, which must be made of linen ; b. 
dream ing of linen for a g irl m eans she will mar
ry a clergyman (v. Nut); JO. v. Flax. 
linnet 

I. courtship: a. "When (like com m itted 
Linnets) I With shriller throat shall sing The 
sweetness ... " : Lovela ce ("T o Althea, from Pris
on "); b. " I heard a linne t co urting His lady in 
the spr ing" : R. Bridges; 2. motherly love: (a 
child) "like the !in le t in the bush, To the 
Mother-linnet's note, Modulating her slender 
throa t": Philips (" T o Miss C. Pulteney in her 
Mother's arms"); 3. W. Wordsworth: "The 
Green Linne t" is t he solitary leader of the band 
of Spring paramours; 4 . W.B. Yeats: he hopes 
his da ughter will be like the linnet: only "dis
pensing round The magnanim it ies of sound"; 5. 
nursery-rhyme: the linnet carried the link 
(torch ?) at the funeral of Cock Robin. 
lion 

A. general: I . a lion is born in a stupor, and 
comes to life o nly after tluee days by his sire's 
breath; others, however, say the lion is the only 
animal with g ripping paws which can see when 
it is born; 2. it sleeps with its eyes open; as a 
matte( of fac t , it sees best then; 3. it covers it s 
track with its tail; 4 . it on ly mates with leop
ards, not with lio nesses; therefore Atalanta and 
her husband, after 'defiling' Zeus' sanctuary, 
were changed into lions: thus they could never 
again copulate; but, according to Pliny, a lion 
immediately detec ts a lioness's ind iscretion 
with a leopard and punishes her severely (8, 
I 7); 

B. sun: I. for the Nemcan lion: v. Hercules; 
2. he is the subterranean sun: Mithra; the lion is 
a lso an attribute of Aion (Time) in the Mithra
service, the opposite of the snake (for the eter
nal fight of the s un with the scrpent-<lragon v. 
Serpent): Time - ' libido'; in physics the lion is 
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identical with the flow of the energetic proces\, 
3. the solar lion kills t he lunar bull; 4. thl' 
Young and the Old Lion: the. rising and sett inf' 
sun; 5 . the lion often has the conventional sola r 
face in art; 6. in Hebrew one of its nam es is 
"ari" ='fire', so that Ariel = 'fi re', or 'lion ', of 
God; 7. in Persia (bes ide fir e) the emblem o l 
t he power which abides in the sun ; 8 . som e 
lion-killing sun-he roes (identification of t he kill 
er and the sacrifi ce; cf. Mithra-bull): Gilgam esh. 
Heracles, Samson, David , Da nie l (who visits the 
sun in the underworld); Aeneas wore a lion\ 
skin; even Siegfried hunted the (unlikely) lio n 
in V osges (with wisent, boar, and bear) (Nib. 
16); 9. as the sun stands for the torrid heat o t 
summer, killing it may produce coolness and 
fertil izing rain: Samson la ter found honey (v. 
also E); 

C. gold, blood: l. the lio n fi ts in the sun 
gold - blood ser ies; 2. in Hebrew another nam e 
for lion is 'iblia' ='heart ' (blood-centre), 'soul', 
representing the tribe of Judah; 3. "--· as did 
the former lions of your blood" = forefathers 
(MS I , 2); 

D. earth, fertility, underworld: I . when it is 
the o pposite of the Eagle; 2. fertility: a. Egypt : 
lio ns presided over the annua l floods: the sun's 
entry into Leo; b. we fir st hear of lion-<lecora
tions for the wash-basins in the first Temple. 
toge ther with cherubs, pomegranates and lilies, 
as fertility-symbols; lio ns a rc 0ften found on 
fountains as rain-bringers (e.g. the Patio de los 
Leones in the Alhambra); c. attribu te of earth
goddesses: Rhea, Hecate, Ops, e tc.; d. attribute 
of Cybele: when Atlanta and her lover were 
changed into lio ns (v. A, 4) they were yoked to 
Cybele's chariot: Ovid (Metam, 10, 704, and 
14, 538); e. attribute o f love-goddesses : a lion 
was Ishtar's cult-animal, and the Greeks in
vented a story (of a hetae re called 'Lioness' who 
was tortured for love) to explain its occurrence 
nex t to Aphrodite in a sta tue in Athens (Pausa
nias I , 23; though c f. I , 14); 3. underworld: a 
hellish beast, with a snake, the basilisk, and the 
dragon in Ps. 10; hence the Devil (!Peter 5 , 8) ; 

E. time: destructive and a ll<ansuming; cf. 
B, 2; 

F. character-traits : I . nobility: regal dignity, 
imperia l majesty, a supreme animal: a . it ranks 
highest in the animal kingdom, fo llowed by the 
boar, and the d ragon (sun and fire); b . R ome: 
Dante (Inf. 1) , probably from Jeremiah; v. "'tis 
The royal disposition of that beast To prey on 
nothing that doth seem as dead": A YL 4 , 3; d. 
valour: it accompanies men on tombstones, as 
Dogs on women's tombs; e. monkey-tricks drive 
it to fury (Pliny 8, 19); 2. virility: con-

lll'Cted with the torrid heat of summer it also 
,t;inds fo r frenz ied desire; v. also D, 2; 3. 11icto
n•: an attribute to nearly any statue rcprcsent
mg Victory ; 4. strength: a. Hebrew: especially 
1hc hind parts; its head standing for care and 
vig ilance: v. A, I and 2; b . Christian: in ico ns 
,omet im es personified as a woman in a lion's 
'k in ; sometimes with Samson' s pillar ; corre
'ponds w ith Elijah; c. " Behold, the people shall 
rm: up as a great lion, and lift himself as a 
young lion" (or, a lion, and a lioness): Num. 
23, 24 ; d. one of the animals which is "comely 
111 go ing" = with elegant gait, strong, and afraid 
ol none; 

5. health: as a ta lisman it brings health; 6. 
l'Ompassion, generosity. and gratitude: a. 
" Brothe r, you have a vice of mercy in you, 
Which better fits a lion t ha n a man": Tro il. 5, 
3; the lion's generosity is proverbia l; b. a bone, 
'tuck in a gaping lion's mouth, was removed by 
,hipwrecked Elpis, for which the lion gra tefully 
,upplied him with food: Pliny (8, 21 ): 7. p11ri
t11: a. lions were used in 'virginity-tests': the 
ri1agic power of virginity would prevent the 
lions from attacking virgins, and the lion's in
nate pur ity detects 'impurity' a t once; unicorn s, 
stags, and e lephants were similarly employed; b. 
consecrated to Vesta; another connection with 
Fire; 8. vigilance: therefore often found on 
doors, as knockers, etc. ; cf. A, 2; 9. the aveng
ing god, o r god's people (through him ): a. 
" Thou shalt tread the lion and adder: t he 
young lion and t he dragon shalt tl1ou trample 
under feet": Ps. 91, 13; Judah is a lion; b. the 
Lord seen as a lion who is not afra id of the 
noise of the surrounding shephe rds in Isa. 3 1, 4, 
and 38, 13; c. "Thou (= God) huntcst me as a 
fierce lion": Job ( 10, 16); the Lord "shall roar 
like a lion": l los. ( I I , 11 ); cf. I Kings 13, 24 
;rnd 20, 36; 

10. wildness. fierceness: a . a long lion
passage refers to the greed of the kings of As
sYria, who arc brought low: Nahum (2, 11 - 13), 
e.g. "The sword shall devour thy young lions"; 
b. " There is not a more fearful wild-fowl than 
your lion living": MND 3, I ; c .. Dionysus drove 
girls, who refused to jo in his band , mad in the 
shape of a lion, a bull, and a pa nther; I I . mel
ancholy: " Yes, lion-sick, sick of proud heart, 
You may ca ll it melancholy, if you will favour 
the man . but by my head, 'tis pride": Troil. 2, 
3; 12. pride, ambition: a . Ambition, especially 
of the Royal House of France, in Dante (I nf. 
I); cf. the leopard and the world a lso together 
in Jeremiah; b. M.A.: the steed of Pride; some
times in the form of a lion-skin on a horse; 13. 
rage : a. " The lion dying thrusteth forth his paw 

lion 

And wounds the earth if nothing else, with rage 
To be so o'er powered": R2 5, I; b. "So looks 
the pent-up (= starved) lion o'er the wretch 
That trembles under his devouring paws" : 31 16 
I , 3; c. M.A.: the t ype of Cholericus; 14. sin
ners: punishment by god : the lurking, sinful 
enemy is the young lio n in: "The young lions 
do lack, and suffer hunger; but they that seek 
the Lord shaU not want.. .": Ps. 34, IO; 

G. correspo11de11ces: I. d irections . etc. : 
East, Spring, Air; v. Compass and Seasons; 2. 
period: the first half of the Sacred Year; 3. ages 
(q.v.) of man: a man of 40; 

H. special meanings: I. Egypt : a. emblem o f 
Sef (yesterday) and Tuau (today) : time-rela
tion; cf. B, 2; b. South -wind is represented as a 
fo ur-wi nged lion; c. Ctcd ica tcd to Vu lcanus 
(fire); 2. fables: a. an o ld lion has to live by his 
wits, but cannot foo l a fox (also a solar animal) 
and has even to be helped by him ; b. in Aesop 
we find the lion combined with: a hare and 
deer, a boar and vul1urc, an ass, a cock. a fox , 
a wolf, a mouse (cf.. the proverb: "a lion may 
be beholden to a mouse"), and a frog; 3 . Chris
tian: (apar t from the trai t s a lready mentioned) 
a. o ne of the many animals representing both 
Christ and Satan (as the two sons of Yahweh ; 
ref. Rev . 5 , 5); a. this symbol was not used in 
early Christianity. evok ing rathe r painful asso
ciat ions for t hose entering the arena; sometimes 
He is called a lion 's whelp (= son of Yahweh: 
resurrection: v. A, I) ; b. Christ as the evcr
sceing: v. A, 2; c. lie covered llis heavenly de
scent v. A. 3; d. Samson finding honey in the 
carcase la ter stood for the sweet fruit of 
Chr ist's passion; b. at the feet of martyrs and 
crusaders: to show they died fo r magna l' itnity ; 
c. emblem of contemplation, t he herm it , soli
t ude; d. in t he lives of sa ints lions often co me 
to dig the grave of t he solitary, e.g. St. Paul the 
Hermit, Mary of Egypt,ctc .;4 . Rome: especially 
Caesar: a . a portent of Caesar's death: "Against 
the Capitol I met a lion Who glazed upon m e 
and went surly by, Wit ho ut annoying me": 
Caes. I, 3; Shakespeare had probably 'seen the 
Lions' of the Tower; cf. F. I, c; b. Caesar "were 
no lion, were not Romans h inds" : Caes. I , 3 ; 5. 
attribu te of Africa; 

(. her. : I . dea thless co urage, a soldier's em
blem; 2. emblem of Engla nd, Scotland , etc. 
(with different tinctures); 3. (on shields:) cour
age, valour; v. Leopards; 

J. a/ch: the 'fixed' element: sulphur; 
K. psych: I . the wild lion is the type o f the 

latent passions. t he dangers of the Unconscious 
(='devouring'); 2. v. B, 2; 

L. combinations: I. with parts of other a11i-
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lion 

mats: I. Sphinx (v. also Sphinx and Woman): a. 
emblem of Thebes; cf. the Calydonian boar; b. 
Egypt: Aker, the earth-lion, often a sphinx wi th 
two heads through which the sun passes at 
night; cf. the Ra-Apap myth (v. Serpent and 
Sphinx) ; 2. androsphinx: a. a lion's body with 
human head and hands: the union of intellect 
and physical power; b. W.13. Yea ts: the "vast 
image" with pitiless, blank gaze, the Beast of 
the Second Coming, which will be violent, a bes
t ial ant i-civilization, ending the (V ico) cycle of 
2000 years of Christianity; 3. griffin (q.v.): 
Christ's kingdom on earth; 4 . half-lion, half
goat: a. Pan; b. duality: love/hate, good /evil, 
constr uction/destruct ion , evolution/involutio n, 
etc.; 

II. with o ther animals: 1. the Tetramorph 
(q.v.): a. the lion= St. Mark , describing Christ's 
dignity and power; moreover typifying Resur
rection and fire; ref. Rev. 4, 7; b. Daniel's vi
sion: with a bear, a leopard, and the 4th beast, 
correspond ing with the materials of the ages 
(gold); in Hos. 13, 6 - 8 we have the same three 
beasts as the forms in which Yahweh would 
punish Israel (Hos. was pre-exilian, so he pre
cedes Daniel); 2. lion and leopard (q.v.): "Lions 
make leopards tame" R2; pe•haps a reference 
to Richard's royal arms, and the Mowbray crest 
with a rampant lion (= heraldic ' leopard'); v. 
also A, 4; 3. the ass: a freq uent combination, 
e.g. in fables, in which the lion may sta'ld for 
the generat ive heat of the sun, a nd the ass fo r 
its destruct ive (Typhon-Set) aspect; v. also Ass; 
4. wolf: a. Circe changed men into wolves and 
lions; b. W. Blake: a. the wrathful guardian of 
the Lamb; as such the opposit e of the Wolf as 
the stealer of Lambs; b. Lion and Wolf may also 
mea n the two wor ld-empires of England (lion) 
and Rome (wolf); 5. dog: proverbial ("better a 
living dog than a dead lion", "better the head 
of a dog than the tail of a lion", etc.); 6. the 
unicorn : this combination probably has a very 
long history, part of which may be: a. the an
tagonism of the two animals occUis in the old
est English h istory books, is found on a coin of 
Aka nthos, has been recognized on a Cha ldea n 
checkerboard, dating from 3500 B.C., etc.; it is 
said to symbolize the triumph of summ er (lion) 
over spring (unicorn); however, they may also 
represent sun and moon; b. the oldest Scottish 
Royal Arms had two unicorns as supporters on 
one side, and a lion pn the other; later one of 
them became the supporter of the English 
shield , and it was crowned; after the Hanove
rian succession the crown was removed ; c. nurs
ery-rhyme: "The lion and the unicorn Were 
fighting for the crown; T he lion beat the uni-
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corn All round about the town. Some gaw 
them white bread, And some gave them brown , 
Some gave them plum cake And drumml'd 
them out of town"; 7. boar: a. Pelias wom i.,cd 
his daughter to the man who could yoke a lion 
and a boar to a cart, which Admetus did: proh 
ably mid-summer and mid-winter (Apollodoru' 
I, 9, 8); b. an oracle predic ted to Adrastu~ 
that he would marry his daughters to a lion and 
a boar, which appeared to be Polyncices (lion), 
who fought Ty ndeus (boar): another tinw 
myth; and it fits the description of the hero "' 
stretching from Cancer to Capricorn; 8. a yoon1• 
lion lying with a calf and a fa lling: peace (Isa 
11, 6); also when eating straw like a n ox; 

Ill. parts of a lion: I. its carcase: connected 
with honey through Samson: v. Bee; 2. its 
head: care and vigilance: v. F, 4 , a; 3. ii\ 
skin: the dist inctive mark of a sun-hero (v 
above); it distinguishes him from his 'twin' 
Theseus, Heracles, Aeneas, etc.; 4 . its paw: rn 
the Egyptian mysteries the priest who offered 
the lion's paw, wore the mask of a lion; 5. two 
lions: Egypt: the mountains between which the 
sun rises (and sets); 6. a lion's tooth: W.ll. 
Yeats : "Love (passion) is like a lion's tooth"· 
indestructible, eternal, and love + hate ("Cra1.y 
Jane Grown looks at the Dancers"); but cf. Job 
4 , 10; 7. a winged lion: a. alch.: the elemen t ot 
fire; b. Sir Galahad ("Q uest of the H. Grail"): 
8. the Lion Knight: Amadis de Gaul , one of the 
abandoned children who become heroes; 9 . a 
lioness: a. Magna Mater (like the Dove) : relat ed 
to Rhea, the All-Mother, Astarte, etc.; b. pro 
tcction: Rome; c. fierce sexual desire (v. Male), 
d. produces only one young in her life-time; thr 
cub in the womb tears it to pieces (Herodo tus 
3, 108); M. v. A /chemy, Apollo, Hercules, Com 
pass, Seasons. 
lip 

I. as an erogenous zone they are d irectly 
related with . sexuality , and (as pars pro toto) 
may sta nd for the beloved: ''Take, 0 , take 
those lips away That so sweetly were for 
sworn": Meas. 3, I ; 2. indication of a person's 
mood: "O, what a deal of scorn looks beaut iful 
In the contempt and anger of his lip": Tw. N. 
3, I; cf. "make a lip at s.o." (Cor. 2, I) = make 
a contemptuous face; it also stands for impu
dence; 3. language, the Logos; 4. eloquence: 
"True Lips" is the name cf Fergus the Elo
quent, son of f'inn MacCool, who was famous 
for his sweet voice, a nd as a seer and interpreter 
of dreams; a wind-deity; 5.' desire for knowl
edge; 6. in art lips often represent wind, espe
cially the South-west wind (Zephyr); 7. cover 
the (upper) lip: a sign of shame or mournini: 

11•.11. Micah 3, 7); originally the whole face was 
111vcrcd (e.g. 2Sam . 15, 30) to disguise one's 
lill•ntity for (envious) evil spirits (of the dead, 
rll. ): 8. pursing: a. Persephone gives her Royal 
As..cnt by - : (Lucian: Menippus goes to Hell); 
h atti tudinizing, half-concern, etc.: e.g. Lafor
~uc ('Locutions de Pierrot'); 9. traditionally re
lu tcd to coral and cherries; 10 . v. Kissing. 
lleplng 

vu luptuousness: proverbial: "a lisping lass is 
11ood to kiss"; cf. also Ham. 3, I. 
liver 

1. a human being: "prithee think There's 
livers out of Britain": Cymb. 3, 4; 2. seat of the 
soul: the livers of animals (representing the 
1o1ocls connected with them) or enemies were 
l'aten in order to acquire their innate strength 
(nl~o as the seat of vital spir its); this was o fte n 
lorbidden for women, who have no souls; 3. 
scat of passion o r lust: a. anger: " I will enflame 
thy noble liver And make thee rage": 2H4 5, 5; 
h. lust: "To quench the coal which in his liver 
11lows": Luer. 47; 4 . (also) drinking hea ts the 
hver: e.g. Ant. I, 2; Tem p. 4, I; Mer. V. I , I, 
l'tc.; 5 . seat of strength and power (and fee l
ing): "my liver is poured upon the earth": La
ment. 2, 11; cf. the adulterer, whose liver is 
'split' in Prov. 7, 23; 6. sacred organ: l. used in 
divination: the desired oracle was ' read' from 
the form, colour, and particularities; the divin
ers had wooden models to compare; the liver is 
full of (magically powerful) blood; b. the caul 
ubove the live r (like the fat and the kidneys) 
belonged to the Lord at burnt sacrifices; c. the 
liver of Tobias' fish, roasted, drove away the 
devil(s) Asmodeus, q.v.; 7. a white and pale 
liver shows tha t the blood is 'cold a nd settled'= 
cowardly : ' lily livered' (Mac. 5, 3), 'milk
livered' (Lear 4, 2); v. also Mer. V. 3, 2; 8. a 
vulture pick ing out the liver is a d ivine punish
ment (v. also Vulture), e.g.: a. Tityos in Tarta
rus, for having offered vio lence to Latona : Ver
gil (Aen. 6, 597); b. Prometheus. 
livery 

I . subservience: "servants should pu t on pa
tience when they put on a l ivery": proverb; 2 . 
the body: a. "the light and careless livery that it 
(= youth) wears": Ham. 4 , 7; b. "Thy youth 's 
proud livery so gazed on now": Sonn. 2; 3. 
d isguise: Compl. 105. 
lizard 

I. general: a. they are 'dry serpents', be
ca use they can live without wa ter, a nd are fond 
of ho t places; moreover some lizards have no 
limbs; b. as a 'serpent' (e.g. in medieval prints 
of the Garden of Eden) was often represented 

lizard 

with feet, the lizard shares the symbolism of 
Serpent, and that of Dragon; e.g. in Dante (Inf. 
25) it shares in the reptile-serpent descript ion 
of the change from man to reptile and v.v.; c. 
through an incorrect t ra nslation of 'anguis' (cf. 
'anguid lizards') the lizard was believed to have 
poisonous stings: "Their softest touch as smart 
as lizard's s tings" (2H6 3, 2); the Gila-monsters 
are po isonous; d. it is sometimes depicted on 
the breast of Athene; e. in Zend-Avesta it varies 
wi th the serpent as the symbol of Ahriman, the 
power of Evil (like th~ snake in Genesis) ; f. it 
conceives through the ear, and brings forth 
through the mouth; g. in old age it loses its 
sight, creeps into a crevice facing the East and 
has its sight restored by the sun; cf. the rejuve
nation o f the Eagle; 2 . Egyptian hier.: kindli
ness, benevolence,· because of the affection it 
has for man; in icons it is also arr attribute of 
Affectio'l; 3. regenerat ion, spring: it sloughs its 
skin, like a snake; v. also I, g; 4 . health; 

5. guardianship: a ttribute in icons; 6. piety: 
where "lizards feed the moss", there is Adora
t ion of God: Chr. Smart ("A Song to David"); 7. 
d ivine inspira tion, wisdom , military strategy: v. 
·1, d; their movements on the wall was a com
mon form of divinat ion among the Greeks; 
Apollo was also 'sauroctonus'; 8. the Logos: v. 
I, f; 9. idolatry, impiety; having no memory the 
lizard cannot hatch its eggs, because it does not 
remember where it has laid them (Pliny I 0, 85); 

10. malice, disrespect for elders: Abas ('liz
a rd'), son of Hypothoon and Melania (or Celeus 
a nd Metaneira) was changed into a lizard by 
Ceres, who punished him for his railleries about 
her greediness, when she asked for water to 
que nch her terrible thirst in the search for Pro
serpine; in Ovid he is called 'stellio · (' lizard'): 
Metam. (5, 46 1 ); 11. shyness: "As a lizard with 
the shade Of a trembling leaf, Thou with sor
row art dismayed": Shelley ("Invocat ion") ; 12. 
a lizard, a lion, and a wild ass survive human 
glory in f' itzGerald's transl. of 0 . Khayyam; 
13. special mythological meanings: A. Egyp
tian: a. fecundity; b. devo uring heat; cf. Croco
dile; B. Greek: a chariot drawn by lizards : 
Hermes-Mercury; C. Chr istian: a. the illumina t
ing influence of the Gospel; b. attribute of the 
Virgin Mary, who also conceived through the 
car; 14. special literary meanings: A. F.G. 
Lorca: a lizard taking the sun : inactivity, immo
bility (e.g. "Yerma" 2, I); B. D. Thomas: (phal
lic) fathe r; the opposite of the mouth = vulva, 
mothe r; 

15. folklore: a . lizards reduced to powder, 
a nd drunk with sweet wine make a fine aphro-
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loach 

disiac; it occurs in many Magi-prescriptions 
(Pliny 30, 47, e tc.) ; b. they are directly asso
ciated with witches, q.v. 
loach 

(Pliny) a fi sh that breeds !leas and lice; ref. 
I H4 2, I. 
loaf 

I . soft-bosomed loaves (Gr.); 2. phallus: 
Herodotus (5, 92);.3 . v. Bread. 
loam 

"gilded loam": a man with a bad repu ta
tion: R2 I , I. 
lobster 

I . living within a protective she ll, not being 
influenced (or hurl) by its surroundings, a life 
w ithout con tact; 2 . unfeeling, grasping monster; 
3. bigotry; 4. chaos; 5. leche ry: a predatory, 
(salty) sea-animal, with aphrod isiac quali t ies; 6. 
often identified with Crab-Cancer; 7. M.A.: a t
tribute of Inconstancy; 8. T.S. Eliot: (" Pruf
rock"): escape: no need to decide or ta lk, or 
for contact, no responsibility: Keats's Night in
gale; v. also I. 
locust 

I. often the nam e Locust is given to the 
larger insects, and 'grasshopper' to the smaller , 
less destructive, insects; sometimes there is no 
difference at all, so also v. Grasshopper : the 
mothe rs die after giving birth to a brood ; the 
males die then too; 2. destruction: a. as such 
the opposite of the generative sun; b. connected 
with the moon-goddess in her destruc t ive <1s
pect, Inter with the sun; 3. wisdom: having no 
king, they yet work in bands: Prov. 30, 24 - 8; 
4. dependence o n a greater force: " I am tossed 
up and down as the locust": Ps. 109, 23; 

5. terrible judgment: a. the 8 th sign of 
Moses in Egypt; cf. Pliny ( I I, 35): b. the great 
locust-in vasio n in Joe l (pass.) may refer to in
vading arm ies, which. together with the local 
(moral) a ilments (e.g. Ch. 3), in the sy m bol of 
the ca nkerworm , the caterpillar, etc., have la id 
waste the land, together with 'spiritual 
drought'; cankerworm, caterpillar, etc. may be 
synonyms of ' locust '; c. the Locust-De1110 11s 
(Rev. Ch. 9): these rise from the "bottomless 
pit " and do not eat vegetation, but those who 
have not been 'sealed'; they perhaps symbolize 
Evil Conscience; they ate "like unto horses, pre
pared unto battle". with crowns of gold , teeth of 
lions, breastplates of iron, wings, and scorpion
ta ils; their king is Abaddon-Apollyon; they may 
also generally represent: a. (place of) destruc
tion ; b. Rabbi:1ical : the lo west par t of he ll ; c. 
perhaps rela ted to Apollo, one of whose a ttrib
utes is the locust; d. they may have been sug
gested by Centaurs, or the Scorpion-men (q.v.); 
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6. heathens, heretics, false prophets: 7. seclur· 
lion: three locusts and a scarlet thread were tlH' 
magical properties with which pharaoh's daugh 
ter seduced Solomon, according to the Ethio 
pian Kebra Nagast ; 8. Greek: they were kept in 
a twig-cage for their nice chirps; ref. in " Daph 
nis and Chloe" ( I) . 
lodestone 

I. a lodestone (or 'loadstone', from A.S. 
'lad'= way) is a strongly magnetic ore , 'magne· 
lite', black and metallic look ing; 2 . attraction 
of any kind , love; 3. sacred stone: many peo· 
pies (e.g. the Egyptians) pursue the black mag il 
of evil gods (who a re connected with non-mag· 
netic iron) with these 'magnets'; the Greek ' 
con nect it especially with Heracles (Pliny 36, 
25); 4 . sun-emblem; 5. as gipsy-stone it can 
raise a dust to conceal them from the police; 6. 
"the lodestone of fe llowsh ip is music" : Davie, 
("Orchestra"); 7. indica tor of the directions; v. 
Compass. 
lodge 

I . retrea t from the world: "Oh for a lodge 
in so me vast wilderness, Some boundless con
tiguity or shade, Where rum our of oppression 
and deceit, Of unsuccessful or successful war , 
Might never reach me more" : W. Cowper ("The 
Task", 2, 'The Timepiece' I) ; 2. solitarines~. 
melancholy: " I fo und him here as melar.choly 
as a lodge in a warren": Ado 2, I ; cf. Cabin . 
log 

1. for the Christmas log (fire-symb.); its en
tertainments included drawing the horse Dun 
out of the mire (with a round game) with a log 
o r wood: 2. 'Ki11K Log': Aesop (Fables): when 
the frogs asked Jupite r for a king, he gave them 
a log; when they discarded the offer as too spir
itless, he gave them a snake, which a te them all ; 
log= pe<1ce wi tho ut making power felt. 
Logos 

I. an immanen t reason in t he world ; 2 
Hellenist ic: A. Heraclitus: connected with the 
princ iple of universal order in the world. cor
recting deviations from it , and man's mind 
forming par t of it; it is in the wor ld and insepa
rable fro m it; B. Plat o: a supreme, intellectual 
principle outside t he wnrld and independent of 
it (the order in the universe be ing ' nous'): C. 
Stoics: the active principle pervading and deter
mining mt ure and God ; the ' logos spermat ikos' 
is the principle of active reason worki ng in 
dead mat1 er (also in man); 3. Hebrew: a. 
Yahweh's word at Creation, his judgment, de
struc tion, and deliverance; very nearly the same 
as Divine Wisdom (fem inine); b. later. under 
Hellenist ic influence, the Logos becam e a very 
composite idea; it is divine, but not God. it is 

h1•ht , water, manna, a shepherd, etc.; 4. Chris-
111111 : Christ as the Son of God, and his message 
lnrnrporated in him ; 

5. G nostic: a mythological figure acting as 
tnt~rmc<liary between god and the world: one 
111 the sons of God, his Image, one of many 
~1·on~: 6. the eternal combat of opposites: 
Ill e/death, light/darkness, etc.; 7. John the 
Smr : the class of things tha t both c reate and 
urc created embraces the whole of the prime 
1,1uses (= prototypes, Plato's ' ideas') : the total 
111 these prime causes is the Logos. 
loins 

I . the generative, physical powers in general ; 
} the genita ls: in the 0.T. often in expressions 
like ' place a hand under the loins': a fo rm of 
oath on a sacred part (like the heart ); 3. sacred: 
((;reek) of the sacrific ial animal the loins, envel
oped in fat, were always offered to t he gods, 
the rest eaten (cf. the heads for the Germanic 
tribes, e tc.); 4. 'girded loins' (e.g. in the Bible): 
watchfulness, alertness, readiness fo r action 
(e.g. Luke 12, 35). 
Lombard 

I. the Lombards held the monopoly of 
pawn-broking in London till Elizabeth 's time; 
2. v. Balls, Three Golden - . 
London 
. I . a merry nurse: " At length they a ll to 

mery London came, T o mery London, my most 
kyndly Nurse": Spenser ("Prothalamion" ); 2. 
" London, thou art the nower of c ities all": W. 
Dunbar ("London"); 3. a monster : "The mon
ster Lo ndon": Cowley ("Essays i'n Verse and 
Prose" 2, 'Of Solitude' 2); 4 . wit: "London for 
wit": v. Oxford . 
looking 

I . there is a tabu on looking at cer tain 
things in all myths ; reasons may be : a. darkness 
(winter) forbidden to see light, and v.v.; b. 
looking at evil petrifies, e.g. in Medea's head, 
the basilisk , etc.; 2 . examples of punishm ents 
for lool..ing: a. in myth: Actaeon, Semele, 
Orpheus, Pandora , Psyche, Tiresias; b. in fairy
tales: Bluebeard, Peeping Tom; c. in the Bible : 
Lot's wife; 3. for looking-glass:_v. mirror. 
loom 

I . typical feminine handicraf t ; 2. the myste-
1ious s trands of life woven into one span ; 3. 
related to vegetation: a. Circe and Penelope 
worked at a loom, Circe singing ; b. W. Blake: 
the looms of vegeta tion ; c. v. Weaving; 4. the 
loom on which the body is formed by Enithar
mon (as Goddess of Space) = the Loom of 
Cathedron; 5. fortune , chance: "Her loom doth 
weave the fine and coarsest web": Southwell 
("Time goes by .turns"). 

lotus 

Los 
W. Blake: a. Poetic Instinct, ruler of Time, 

Sun God (anagram 'so l'): the Eternal Proph et 
(Time = the prophecy of Eternity); before the 
Fall he was Urthona; b. his w ife is Enitharmon; 
their child Ore (='cor', heart); c. his opponent: 
Urizen ('your reason ', Yahweh) . 
tot 

cast ing lots was seen as a judgment of the 
Lord from I Sam. I 0, 20 to Acts I , 26 ; perhaps 
also the mysterious Urim and Thummim were 
lots; v. Oracles. 
lotus 

I . general: a. a popular name given to many 
plants, the most important of which are: a. 
'Zizy phus lotus': a bush from which bread and 
fermented drink can be made, which is one of 
the many guesses abou t the 'lotos' bringing for
getfulness in Homer; b. the Egyptian lo tus is a 
water-lily ('Nymphea lotus') , symbolically asso
ciated with the (rising) Nile; c. the sacred lotus 
of the Hindus is 'Nelum bium nelumbo'; b. in 
st ylized form the lotus has been used ornamen
ta lly by the Assyr ians, in the Phoenician stele 
(which became the Ionic pillar) , up to t he 20th 
century ; c. it grows towards the sun and opens 
its leaves at dawn (Pliny 13, 32; 22, 27); d. 
seed-pods, open nowers and buds a re seen at 
t he same time; 2. the Mystic Centre, the Heart. 
the Su11: A. Ilindu: a. eight-petalled: the Heart 
of Being, where Brahma is, and the visible inani
festa ti on of his occu lt activity; Western corre
spondence: Mandorla, q.v.: regeneration; b. a 
thousand-petalled: final revelatio n with triangu
lar formlessness in the middle; Western corre
spondence: Dante's multifoliate rose, Paradiso ; 
B. Egyp t: a. Horus (the sun) rises fro m the ex
panding lotus growing on the breast of the pri
meval deep: fire + water crea ting the world; b. 
attribute of Osiris; C. Greek : the Cup o f the 
Sun, in which it makes its Night-crossing (q.v.), 
connected with Hercules (as sun-hero); 

3. resurrection. immortality, evolution: a. 
(Tibet): "Om mani padma hum" (' the jewel in 
the lotus, amen') must be the first words t aught 
to a child, and the last to utter before death, in 
order to be released from the cycle of rebirth, 
and rise to tlte Nirwana-Paradise; b. the wheel 
of life: past, present, and future at the same 
time: v. I , d ; c. the annual rise of the Nile, 
bringing regeneration : v. I , a, b; d. it oft en 
represen ts the renewa l of the sun, rather than 
the sun itself: renewal, fecundi ty, the feminine; 
e. attribute of Osiris in his-regenerative-creative 
aspect; the sun was often painted as born from 
a lo tus, o r as a young man with a radiant 
crown, seated o n a lotus; f. in Egypt the lotus 
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louse 

was .also represented in a (stylized) boat: resur
rec11on from the Waters of Death; g. a funerary 
flower .among the Greeks, the Romans, and ear
ly Ch rist ians; Sappho: " the dewy lotus-bearing 
banks of Acheron"; 4. sun, fire, light : a. v. 2; b. 
consecrated to Apollo; c. Egypt: emblem of the 
South (as the papyrus is of the North); d. the 
power of na ture through the agency of fire: 
wa ter = spirit and ma tter, from which life 
began; c. = 'the Flower of Light' (life)= 'Fleur 
de Lyce': the Trinity and Chr ist ; varian t of the 
Lily ; 

love~ (~.g. Ares-Aphrodite-Hcphacs tos) to 111 111.1 
her mfidehty ; 2. R:.M. Rilke: absolute insp11.1 
lion, the fu ll sacrifice of self: in modern lnv1 
something is taken away by every kiss · 1111 
mother-beloved-relat ion; Attic love is self-c;>nll 
dent, has something left after Jove, appro;idu· 
the _Hero'. 1f co mplete; 3. P. Val~ry: the l'm·i 
awaiting his beloved (= Poetry). 
Lover(s), The - (Taro t) 

I . the card is related to Hercul es or 111 
Adam and Eve; it is sometimes called M'arriui••· 
2. represented: a. a man and a woman holduii• 
ha.nds standing right and left of a mitred hwh 
priest ; b. a man in vertically divided pai 11 
coloured .dress standing between robed wom 1•11 
one wearing a sort of head-cover, the o ther ha v 
mg .loose, blo nde hair ; a winged Cupid, against 11 
radrnn t sun, aims a n a rrow at the man whili· 
h~ngmg over him; c. Adam (with the Tree ol 
Life behmd him) on the right; Eve (with tlll' 
Tree of Knowledge behind her) on the lefr. ovi•i 
them, from clouds, an angel and a radian ; su 11 , 
3. denotes: a. the Hero's Choice; entanglement 
b. th~ umon of antagonistic, bur necessarily 
complim entary modes and forces of cx istcn('t' 
creating an equilibrium of power and potency' 
involution a nd evo lurion, superconsciousnc" 
and subconscio usness, etc.; c. astro l. : it ha , 
been assigned 10 Mars Lib ra or Taurus 
V

. • • • OJ 
1rgo. 

lozenge 
1_. vulva; 2. v. Bullroarer (= Rhombus); 3 

her.· a .. an unmarrwd woman, or a widow; h 
noble birth ; c. Justice, honesty; d . constancy · c 
v. Checkers. ' 
Lucy, St. 

5. purity: a. Buddhist : Nirwana, as it is im
maculate in stagna nt wa ter; b. the highest a nd 
purest conceptions, the rising spirit: v. I , c; c. 
attribute of Isis (who is often sea ted on a 
l? tus), correspo nding with the Lily of the Vir
g~n Mary; 6. androgy1!e, fecundity : a. forms : 
either the 'jewel in the lotus' (v. 3, a); or the 
male. bud !n the female blosso m-vulva; b. self
creat1on, hke the scarabaeus, the serpent, the 
palm, etc_. ; c. the union of opposites a nd inter
nal conflicts: peace; d . (Buddhist:) the lotus is 
the um~ersa l .being of the worshipper, and the 
Jewel . his md1v1dual being; 7. special religious 
mea111ngs: A._ Egyptian: royalty; B. Greek : (with 
croc us, hyacint h, asphodel, etc.) it formed the 
love-bed of Zeus and Hera on top of Mt. Ida, 
when Hera was out to mislead Zeus: Homer (II. 
I 4 , 348}; therefore it is generally said to have 
been hateful to Aphrodite as it represents the 
sexual _Prison of marriage; C. Ho mer's Lotus
ea ters m the " Odyssey", forge tting the past, 
may be compared .to heroes refusing the Apple 
(q .v. ) of 1.m'."ortahty; D. Ro me: with its brigh t 
blossoms It 1s t~e harbinger of fruit; the lotus is 
the transformation o f the nymph Lotis when 
she was pursued by ithyphallic Priapus; Dryope , 
who d id not know this, plucked the flowers 
a.nd was changed into a lotus tree (which typi '. 
fies vigour and youth) : Ovid (Me tam. 9, 
341 - 365); 8 , the five-petalled lot us often 
symbolizes: birth, initia tion, marriage, rest 
from la bour, death. 
louse 

I · a pest : the 3rd sign of Moses in Egypt : 
they .may have been m osquitoes, gnats, or 
sand-hce, which are all especially frequent in 
aut umn; 2. love : "The two dozen white louses 
do become an o ld coat (quibble on a coat of 
arms>_ ···~ passant ; it is a familiar beast to man 
and s1gmfies love": Wiv. I , 1; 3 . folklore: lie: 
are often sent by witches. 

1 · she deno unced her fiance, when she wa' 
conver ted .<or had pledged virginity); her eye, 
h?unted him , and, being afraid she wo uld harm 
~1m, she lore out her eyes, and sent them 10 

im (or, they were torn ou t by her prosccu 
tors) ; 2. the re lation with the eyes probably 
came a~ou t through the associatio n of her 
name wi th ' lux' = 'light'; 3. illumina ting Grace · 
Dante (Inf. 2, 97); 4 . proverb: "Lucy lighl . 
L.ucy ,,light, The shortest day and the longes; 
mght · Dc:cember 21 was considered the short
est day ot the year in the Old Style Calendar · 
the o pposite: Barnaby . ' 
lungs 

lover (general) 
I . the lover ensnared is a folklore-motif: a. 

a woman holds her suitors up to ridicule, e.g. 
Penelope; b. the husband catches his wife's 
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_t he lungs and breast are ruled by Cancer. 
lupine 

I . a genu.s (of over 200 species) of plan ts of 
the pea-family; the m ost common, cultiva ted 
by t.h~ a ncient Egyptians was the 'Lupinus 
termis : a poor man's food (after steeping it in 
water, to remove its bitterness); the variety of 

th1• (;reeks and Romans was the 'Lupinus 
""""" which was also eaten; 2. sensitiveness: of 
111 pl11n ts the most sensit ive to the heavenly 
lonilk~ and the soil ; it fo llows the sun even in 
1 l1111dy weather ; 3. endurance: even brambles 
• .111nut overgrow it; 4. generosity: it enriches 
1111' ~oil ; 5. there are some reasons for relating it 
""h the Underworld . 
lute 

I . androgyne: a gourd-shaped female belly, 
11>nnccted with a phallic neck; 2. instrument of 
th opcless) lovers, or the troubadour : a. 
" Whereby my lute and I have done": Wyatt 
(" I he Lover Complaineth the Unkindness of 
I ewe"); b. "hopeless lovers Whose dirge is whis
pncd by the warbling lute": Dryden ("Song fo r 
St. Cecilia's Day 1687"); 3. lasciviousness: a. 
" Ile capers nimbly in a lady's chamber To the 
l.oscivious pleasing of a lute": R3 1, 1; b . "Her 
whi te Belly's Lute she set to his flute": street
hallad; 4 . instrument of divine praise: often in 
pictorial art ; 5. like the peacock connected with 
the earth/air axis: logical thought ; cf. swan / 
harp axis: v. Swan; 6. Dante: Adam de Brescia, 
.1 forger of money, had the form of a lute by his 
fat paunch, occasioned by 'dropsy' (Inf. 30, 
49ff.). 
lycanthropy 

I. a h um an being transformed into a wolf 
(q.v.); 2. a hysterical sta te of ravening hunger of 
pregnant women, a man gone 'berserk', epilep
\Y, etc.; 3. also related to the idea of the exter
nal soul: witches assuming the form of their 
familiars, metempsychosis, vampires, ca nniba l
ism, etc.; 4. a milder fo lklo re-motif is the 
'wolfchild': a child grown up among the 
wolves, and later (re)turning to human society 
(lo stay, or not); v. also Lupercalia (under 
February and Wolf) . 
Lydia 

1. Lydian music: light and festive: Milton 
(" L'AUegro"): "Lap me in soft Lydian airs"; 2. 
Lydian living: soft (e.g. Aeschylus). 
lying (posture) 

I. lying down: safety: 1 "will make them to 
lie down safely" (Hos. 2, 18; v. also Lev. 26, 6): 
not the attitude fo r defence; 2. lying prone: 
mourning, e.g. often in Ovid's "Heroides"; 3. v. 
also Spread-eagle. 
lynx 

I . ferocity; wild nature: Pan wears a 
lynx-pelt (Homeric Hymn) ; 2. night-prowler , 
connected with death: in Egypt related to the 
feline gods, he represents the deathless spirit 
(life-fo rce), knowing no fear, and being a t home 
even in a tomb; v. E.A. Poe: "Silence - A 
Fable"; 3. deceit, ingratitude: king Lyncus of 
Scythia , when he had been inst ructed in agricul-

lyre 

ture, wanted to kill Ceres' servant, who had in
structed him, so as to have the honour of the 
discovery him self; for this he was changed into 
a lynx: Ovid (Metam. 5, 660); 4 . forgetfulness, 
connected with Bacchus: conquered India gave 
cluster-crowned Bacchus lynxes, whose excre
tions from the bladder are turned into sto nes 
and harden in contact with the air (Ovid: 
Metam. 15, 4 13); they were made to draw his 
cart (often with panthers-leopards): Ovid 
(Metam. 4 , 25) ; 5. connected with the Great 
Goddess: a. as huntress: Venus (in d isguise as a 
huntress) asks Aeneas, whether he has seen her 
sister " with qu iver and a dappled lynx's hide": 
Vcrgil (Aen. I , 323); b. as deat h-goddess: v. 2; 
c. for its sharp eyes and because it is a night
prowler; 6 . cleanliness: they carry away their 
excrements and hide them; 1. D. Thomas: 
" lynx-tongue": light and sharp (sigh t). 
lyonesse 

1. one of the fabled Lost Lands (like Atlan
t is), off the South Coast of Cornwall ; 2. region 
where S ir Tristram was born, and the battle be
tween Arthur and Mordred was fought. 
lyre 

1. attribute of Hermes-Mercury, who in
vented it as a child , and gave it to Apollo, who 
then allowed him to keep the oxen Hermes had 
stolen; ref. Homeric Hymn to Hermes, 34 ff.; 2. 
connected with: a. poetry : through Apollo , 
chief of the Muses (often two lyres), and Erato 

·(love-poetry) ; b. song and dance: attribute of 
Orpheus and Terpsichore; c. divination; 3. har
monic unio n o f cosmic forces, ancient emblem 
for conjugal love, or an agreement between any 
two persons, or a man and those surrounding 
h im; 4 . instrument of the winds, connecting 
heaven and earth; 

5. magic: a. in the hands of gods it ca n move 
mo untains; b. the walls of Lower Thebes were 
erected by the magic of Amphion's lyre (which 
may a lso have been a harp, or similar stringed 
inst rument), whereas h is twin Zethus had to use 
main-force: Ovid (Metam. 6, 178) ; 6. con nected 
with sacrifice: with .the two horns o n the Taber
nacle altar and sacrifice in-between (Hebr. 
'kinnor' was probably a lyre); 7. in the Mother 
Goose stories a lyre was used by the White 
Lady o n a White Horse (wisdom) ; 8. her.: a. 
poetry; b. contemplation; 9. forms and combi· 
nations: a. the seven-stringed (classic) lyre: the 
1 planets, the 7-note scale in music, etc:; intro
duced by Tarpander ; b. the twelve-stringed 
lyre: the Zodiac, the twelve-note scale, etc.; c. 
lyre + laurel + knife: Apollian games; d. the 
same in the hands of a Centaur: Cheiron ; 3. 
'stringless lyre': a bow; 10. W. Blake: the Gre
cian lyre: a. realism ; b. triumph of the intellect. 
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M 
I . Hebr. 'mem' (= wa te r); Egyptian hier.: 

owl (= earth, the Grea t Mother); Celtic: 'vine'; 
A.S.: man (human being); 2. symbolizes: a. 
transformation , change; b. ma sculinity (when 
angular: two mountains, or Pillars, q.v.), or 
femininity (when rounded); c. Christian : Mary 
(e.g. a tower of 3 M's), or Millenium ; d. 0.E. 
brand on thumbs: manslaughter; 3. correspond· 
ences: a. season : September 2 · September 30 
(v. Ca lendar) ; b. body: blood : c. astrol.: Saturn; 
cl. Tarot : Death. 
Mab, Queen . 

I . the great midwife of the fairies: she ha s a 
shape no bigger than can be cut into an agate
stone of a seal-ring; she walks over sleeping men , 
and forms their dreams, according to their cha r
acters and social positio ns: she also 'plats' (ta n
gles) the mane of horses in the night, and 
bakes the e lf-locks in foul sluttish ha irs, 
" Which, once un tangled, much misfor tune fo re
bodes" (Rom. I , 4); she moves in a fantastic 
coach; 2. as (fertility) queen of the fairies she 
was la te r Titania , and originally the Celtic 
Queen Mebh: a. Cuchulainn fought the Queen 
of Darkness and Moon; b . v. Bull (B , 8) for the 
Brown Bull of fertility. 
Macaroni 

I . coxcomb or fop: from the Macaroni Club 
c. 1760 in Londo n : a set of n ashy, insolen t, 
loose liars, who introduced the diet there; 2. 
nashy regiment in Maryland in the War of Inde
pendence : "stuck a fea ther in his cap and ca lled 
it maca roni". 
Macbeth 

folklore: (among actors) very unlucky to 
play; the reason is the da ngerous Witches' Song. 
mace 

I. Egyptian hier. : a. the Creative Word; b . 
achievement ; 2. attribute of Hercules; 3. victory 
through a crushing blow; it was carried into bat
tle by medieval bishops, as they were not al
lowed to shed blood with the sword; 4. 
"touch shoulder": (Eliz.) the sheriff's officer 
touched the shoulders of a person to be ar
rested with his mace; fig. in Cacs. (4, 3): "O 
murd'rous slumber ! Layest thou thy leaden 
mace upon my boy That plays thee music?" ; 5. 
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authority , royalty, office; the most beau t 1t 1il 
mace belongs lo the City of Lo ndo n ; 6. ann1li1 
lation of the subjective, the assert ive in man , I 
related to the Club, Sceptre, Staff. and Oar. 
mackerel 

I . a wrap for bad literature: Catullus ('I 
7): 2. D. Thomas: with the 'sea-bear' (seal ) 111 
habitant of the 'highroad of water' = the wa tl'I 
of Genesis; a lso found in Yeats; 3. folklo11 
proverbs: a. "bad for tunes are like mackerel a l 
midsummer"; b. "a m ackerel sky (= dappk.I 
with neecy clouds) and mare's tails (= h11i1• 
streaks o f cirrus) ma ke lofty ships carry In\\ 
sails(= reeved, against the storm)". 
madder 

I . a s a red dye it has been used since 11· 
motest times, e.g. it is found on Egyptian mutll 
mies; 2. calumny: even when herbivorous a n1 
mals eat of it, they have teeth so red as if tlll'y 
had ea ten a prey : fa lse appeara nce is given to a11 
innocent victim; 3. talka liveness. 
madness 

1. charac terist ic o f sun-deities: the scorch 
ing, destructive and involutive aspect of tlw 
Sun, e.g. Cuchulainn , Heracles, et c.; the (rl' 
fi ned) classical Greek's excuse for the custom ol 
the (no longer understood) child-sacrifice (:i \ 
substitute, e.g. in the case of Heracles), whil1• 
the King shammed dea th in a tomb; v. Naked 
ness for Lancelot (Malory I I , 9 -12, 4) ; 2. term 
appl ied to fertility-deities: a. to Dionysus, when 
he went round civilizing people, and teUin!' 
them how to cultivate the soil; b. to Christ (and 
his fo llowers: "God's Fools"); 3. related to 
midsummer festivals: " Why, this is very mid
summer madness": Tw. N. 3, 4; 4 . poetry: cf. 
Shakespeare's 'fine frenzy'; v. Fool, Clown, etc. 
Maenads 

1. in nature-myths: the spirits of fe rtilizing 
storms; 2. psych.: involutive fragmentation o f 
the unconscious (tearing man apar t); v. Mult i
plicity. 
maggot 

I . Ill. Blake: immortality: il survives death ; 
2. D. Thomas: a. death and decomposition; b . 
deathless: having overcome death: "The maggot 
that no man can slay". 

male 

maiden 
I . virginity (a later meaning of the word), Mngi . 

their gift s: A. gold : a. gift to. a kmg; b. lo~e ; 
1.111f> land (Pierce Pl. Bk. 18): righteousness, c. 
I iu ope, Japheth; d. Melchior, an old man;:: 
tmcmc: a. gift to a god , prayers; Langlan . 
1 hunly and Holy Things; b. Asia, Shem; c. dark 
I ',!\par; C. myrrh: a. persecution unto death: it 
w11' used as an intoxicant, e.g. it was offered as 
,, pain-killer to Christ according to Mark 15 , 23 ; 
moreover it was used for embalmmg (w1lh 
.1locs: John 19, 39); Langland: Pity , Mercy, and 
Mildness of Speech; b. Africa, Ham; c . brown 
11.ilthazar. 

innocence; 2. any new start: . dawn, spring, 
promise: 3. grace, gentleness; 4 . m myths, maid
ens slaughtered by a tyrant often represent fer
tility conquered by n ood s, drought, frost, etc.: 
for maidens = (beau tiful) fields: v. Gra ces.; 5. 
The Scottish Maiden: an early form of guill.? · 
tine. used in the 16th century; 6. proverb: .? 
dog's nose and a maid's knees arc always cold · 

maidenhair fern , 
I. another name (of one species): 'Venus 

magnet 
v. Lodestone. 

magnolia . 
I . perseverance; 2. love, beauty, refinement; 

I . lofty soul ; 4. sensuousness; 5. Nature. 

m~~ . . 
1. mischievous stealer ; 2 . chattering. a. 

whe n the P ierides wanted to com pete wllh .the 
Muses in song, they were changed into magpies: 
Ovid (Metam. Bk. 5, pass., bu t esp. 676);. b . 
(mere) imitator of sounds and speech; yet Phny 
hclieves they secretly ponder on the wo.rds, and 
die of shame when a word is too d1fflcuH ~or 
them; c. indiscre tion: attribute of, and sacrifice 
to, Dionysus-Bacchus; 3. hypocrisy: t~p.e of a 
bishop, beca use of its colour ; 4 . fem mine: .a. 
because of it s colour, it is connected with Mid
winter , and the Great Goddess of Life-in-Death 
(and Death-in-Life): ambiguity; they lay 9 eggs 
·111d have 5 claws· b. G. Chauc~r: a young 
~oman 'as jolly 'as a magpie ' ("Shipman's 
Tale"); c. in the Ages of man it stan~s for a. 
woman of thirty (with a m irror); d. attribute ot 
St. Oda; e. v. 2; 5. dissimulation: a. it builds a 
nest near its real nest, to co nfuse the po.ss1ble 
robbers; b. attribute of Dissimulat ion in an 
icon; 6. destroyer of vermin and in.sects; 7. folk· 
lore: a. legend: it is black and white, becau~e II 
refused to go into mourning al the Crucifix
ion, or would not enter Noah's Ark; .b'. being 
the bird of both witches and the Devil, it pro
vides favourable and unfavourable omens; c. 
(nursery-rhyme) "One for sorrow, Tw?. for 
mirth, Three for a wedding, four for birth . 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz 

I. Hebrew: (Isa. 8, 1-5): "in making speed 
to spo il he hastens the prey", or "make 
specd ... etc.": the name given to th~ son of a 
prophetess, who w ill win a speedy victory over 
the Assyrians; a reference to Isa. 7 , 14, where a 
son is predicted to be born of a vu?m, and 
whose name shall be Immanuel; 2. readrness for 

action'. 

hair': 2. secrecy, discretion ; 3. veiled riches: 
Pl uto-Dis-Hades ; 4 . v. Fern. 
maidenhead 

I. secrecy: "What I an'I, and what I wot~ld. 
arc as secret as maidenhead: to your cars div1111-
ty, to any other's profanation" : Tw. N. I , 5; 2. 

v. Virgin. 
Maid Marian 

1. (since Tudor times: ) the sweetheart of 
Robin Hood in the Greenwood , dressed as a 
page, who followed him in all his advent ures; 
yet in the o ld Robin Hood balla~s he~ n?'.'.1c 
occurs only twice ; 2. Mad Mono n. (morion - .a 
kind of helmet) is a character in the Mmr~s 
Dances, usually played by a boy in girl s 
clothes; the character stand s fo r a n unchaste, 
masculine, impudent woman, who (yet) was 
paired with Friar Tucker; perha ps related to the 
Morrighan, wild Celtic goddess of war ; 3. a fer
tility-symbol (perhaps androg.y.nous, q.v.), 

h'ch may be a relic of old fertlhty-ntcs, held 
w i h. · · 4 the in the Greenwood in pre istonc u mcs; .. 
name was la ter also given to the May Queen, 5. 
in Eliz. times the nam e had become a ~term of 
abuse for a loose-living girl ; e.g. I H4 3, .·. 

maize · · (l'k 
I personification of the corn-spmt i e 

barl~y , etc.) ; 2. folk lore: a. extra thick husks 
predict a severe winter ; b. (US) a corn-stalk is 
hung over a mirror for good luck. 
malachite 

I . a gem of a fine gr~en .co lo ur (coppe.r car: 
bonate); it is a useful guide tn prospecting, (eas 
ily) polished , it is used for ornaments, mosaics: 
e tc. ; 2. prosperity: v. I, b ; 3. lo.ngev,1t y, h~lt~: 
4 . success in love: green colour, 5 ._ ~gypt. su 
emblem : ta1isman to dispel evil spmts of dark-
ness and sorcerers. 
male 

I . some male symbols: A. long and penetr~ t-
ing: Aaron's Rod , arrow, club, scepters, cyhn~ 
ders, (fore)finger , sword, plough, thyrsus, etc., 
B a nything fiery (sun-emblems): red, sky , hg.hl· 
ning, a po in t in a circle, mnt, etc.; C. ;rnyt hing 
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mallow 

upright and straight: all kinds of pillars, crosses , 
trees, omphalos, rock , T ; D. prolific and/or 
s trong animals: hare, goat, ram, horse, bull, 
etc.; E. nowers and fruits: ivy, mandrake, 
cones, etc.; 2. personifif)d: a. creator or fertility 
deities; b. giants; c. heroes; d. satyrs and cen
taurs; 3. male-female correspondences: 

male 

spirit 
dynamic 
volatile 
product ive 
individualiza tion 
intentional co mmunication 

mallow 

female 

matter 
stat ic 
solid 
fecund 
oneness 
spontaneous 

communication 

1. any plant of the Ma lvaceae-fam ily, but 
especially the Hibiscus and Malva; many kinds 
were used for colds and sore throats; 2 . mild
ness; it has great curat ive powers (Pliny 20, 84) ; 
3. beneficence; 4. ranRness: " Hardy and high , 
above the slender leaf, The slimy mallow waves 
her silky !ear': G. Crabbe ("The Village" I, 
73f.); 5 . 0.T.: (with juniper roots) food in time 
of fa mine: Job 30, 4. 
man 

I. man(= human being) correspondences: 

a. earth nesh and bone the lower extremi-
ties 

b. wat er blood belly 
c. fire body-heat (= heaven) head 
d. air breath breath 

2. number Five (q.v.); 3. ' humours': v. Ele
ments; 4. a/ch.: man = Sulphur ; woman = Mer
cury; 5. Hermaphrod ite (q.v.): archetypal man 
(e.g. in Spenser and Blake) was the perfec t Her
maphrodite before his Seco nd Fall (in to the 
division of sexes and vegetative life); 6. v. also 
Pla nets for correspondence with the parts of 
the body; 

11. man as the opposite of woman: A. man
woman-.:hild (Occult) : a. man = self-.:onscio us
ness ; b. woman = subco nsciousness; c. child = 
regenerated personality; B. man and woman: 
one of the things which are too difficult to un
derstand (and the climax of 4 such things) is 
"the way of a man wi th a maid" : Prov. 30, 
l 9f. ; C. combinations (v. also Metals, etc.): 1. 
Black Man: a. deity of the underworld (riches 
of vegetat ion, or the forces of Involution); b. 
Christian: Satan; 2. Brass Man: a . Talos, a robot 
made by Hephaestos of 'brass', to guard Crete 
by making himself red-hot and killing s trangers 
by his embrace ; b. manual worker ; 3. Man of 
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Gold: a. Plato: a guardian ; b. Midas, or ,1111 
sun-hero; c. any man of wealth, but esp. 1111 
ruler of Manoa (q.v.); 4. Hollow Man: a. a 111,111 
witho ut fee ling, an automaton , a 'ma n 111 
straw' ; in T.S. Eliot related to the 'guys' of ( ;11 1 
Fawkes' Day; b. not true : " Lo , how hollow 1111· 
fiend speaks within him": Tw. N. 3, 4; cf. 11:0111 

'hollow friend'; c. "like horses hot at ha nd ( 
lively at the start) make gallant show and prom 
ise of their mettle", bu t when forced on "rno~ 
in the trial": Cacs. 4 , 2 ; 

5. the Iron Man : a. Plato : manual worker , h 
indomitable will ; c. merciless: l H4 2 , 3 ; d 
'iron wars'; d. armoured: of the Archbishop 111 
2H4 4, 2; c. Spenser (raery Queen): wh1• 11 
Astraea returned to heaven she left Talus, .111 
iron man, behind "always to execute her s tcacl 
fast doom" (5, I, 12), wielding an iron flat!, 
with which he dispatched criminals: the exern 
t ive power of government ; cf. Brass Man; f. 1111 
the Man with the Iron Ma sk: v. Iron ; 6 . OM 
Man: a. an Archetype (q .v.) ; b . m vegetat ion 
myths often the spirit o f the Old Year, a st:t ll' 
of lack of production (often with a femin11w 
counterpart); c. the Ancient of Days (q.v.): tlu
Creative Spirit; d. the Twenty-Four Elders nl 
Rev. (ch. 4 ), explained as 12 prophets and I l 

apostles; e. modern: a. the age-old wisdom ol 
humanity; b. the collective unconscious· I 
psych.: the spirituali ty of the personality, ai 11·1 
the conscious is overburdened with organized 
matter from the unconscious; 7. the Old Man ol 
the Mountain (Arab. Shaikh-al-Jabal): Hasan 
hen-Sabbah, the Persian founder of a fanat ica l 
sect, who directed his ' assassins' ('hashish 
eaters') from his cast le in the mountains; 8 . till' 
Old Man of the Sea: a. Proteus ('first man' 
Nereus): an oracular Sacred Sea-king, living al 
Pharos, resembling Glaucus in his transfo: ·na 
lions (seasons, or sea-changes); b. in one o l 
Sinbad 's adventures the Old Man of the Sea 
asks Sinbad to carry him on his shoulders; the 
load becomes heavier all the t ime and Sinbad 
ca n only rid himself of the Old Man, who drag' 
him down, by intoxicating the Old Man with 
wine ; an incubus; the burden of the subcon 
scious, etc .; 9. the Old Man and the Sea 
(Hemingway): spiritualized man (having lost his 
former physical strength) hunts a spiritual pro 
ject (a Sacred Hunt, and a miniature Moby 
Dick), so far that he loses touch with humanit y 
(he loses sight of land); he sustains himself by 
his spiritualized will and thought (small fi sh) 
and has a rich experience; but such an endeav
our is futile as far as material gain for humani ty 
is concerned: o nly the skeleton remains, so the 
other people can marvel at the magnitude of 

th~ experience, but never grasp its essence com
pletely; as a m ultivalenl symbol, other sets of 
values are possible, if we equate the subcon
'nnus for the sea, and the fish a monster in it , 
1·1c.; 10. the Silver Man: Plato: the soldier ; 11. 
1hc White Man: sky, sun, or supreme deity; for 
l'Olours v. also Knight; 12. the Winged Man of 
1hc Tetramorph (q.v.): incarnation, intuitio n, 
knowledge of truth; 

Ill . v. Ages of Man, Archetype, Male, Fe
male (for symbols). e tc. 
Manasseh 

I . the name: 'forgetting', or, 'causing. forget
lulness': " For God ... hath made me forget all 
my toil, and all my fa ther's ho use" (Gen. 4 1, 
S I) ; a no ther example of an elder son being sup
planted by a younger through a lower blessing: 
(len. 4 8; 2 . gem: amethyst (Gr . wine-stone: 
.1gainst drunkenness: 'forgetfulness') , or agate 
(v. Gem); 3 . Zodiac : Libra; 4 . plant: vine, or 
palm; 5. colours: red, white , and black ; 6. ani
mal: Unicorn . 
mandorla 

I. vulva-shaped intersecting circle-segments 
(uswlly vertica l) given to a deity, especially 
Christ and the Virgin to show their bodily tran
sition (birth) into the next world; It. 'mandorla' 
= almond; 2. perpetual sacrifice+ regenerat ion: 
v. Dualism, Gem ini, etc.; 3. in catacombs: per
fect blessedness, birth into the next wor ld ; 4. 
position: a. horizontal: the upper and lower 
world; b. vertical: left/matter and right/spirit: 
conjunction ; 5. in a more general sense any ra
diation emanating from a saintly ·person , so in
cluding Nimbus, Halo, Aureole, 'vesca piscis' 
(which should be kept apart): spiritual glory ; 6. 
related to the Spindle of the Magna Mater , the 
magical Spinners of Threads, the Almond, 
Lozenge, etc. 
mandrake 

I. general : a. the 'Mandragora officinarum' 
is a plant of the potato-family , native of the 
Mediterranean area, with white or b lue nowers 
on a short stem, but thick, fleshy, often forked 
roots, and with a neshly coloured fr uit; b. in 
ancient medicine its poisonous properties were 
used as an emetic,.purgative, narcotic (for surgi
cal operations) and aphrodisiac philtre; c. other 
plants were supposed to have been the 'man
drake': lily, rose, snowdrop, jasmine, melon, 
planta in fruits, whittle-berries, dwarf brambles, 
physalis-berries, special grapes, raspberries, truf
nes, a species of Orchis ('testicles'), because of 
the resemblance a nd the smell of sex, and a n
other Orchis, which smells like an ass and has 
the resemblance to a donkey's ears; d. 'man
drag.ora' means 'baneful to cattle' ; e. v. !land 

manna 

(of Glory) ; 2. aphrodisiac and ferti lizer: a. its 
roots resemble (hairy) human legs and crotch; 
b. O.T. : a. the 'mandrake' (prob. 'Mandragora 
vernalis') is called dilda'im in Hebr., which was 
popularly connected with dodlm = 'love'; b. 
Rachel bought some from Leah (who had re
ceived them from lusty Reuben) for a night of 
Jacob's favour (and conceived lssachar); c. in 
the SoS (7 , 13) mandrake is hung around (the 
door of) the kitchen (like garlic, onions, etc.) ; 
c. the Greeks ded icated it to Venus, and called 
its fruit ' Love apples' ; d. later the mandrake 
was supposed to grow under gallows from the 
semen (or, urine) of hung men ; e. J. Webster 
(White Devil 3, 2): found near mistletoe 
('sacred to physic') and the 'builder' oak; 3. 
soporific and narcotic: a. "Give me to drink 
mandragora ... That 1 might sleep out this great 
gap of time": Ant. I , 5; a lso 0th. 3, 3; b. makes 
men invulnerable (anaesthetic); 4. madness: 
when it is pulled out, it groans and shrieks , 
which drives man crazy : "Would curses kill , as 
doth the mandrake's groan ... " 2H6 3 , 2 ; v. also 
Rom. 4 , 5; 

5. soul in its negative and minimal aspect; 6. 
Christian: the Virgin Mary is likened to it s hea l
ing root (and as Fertility Queen); 7. special lit
erary references: A. W. Blake: vegetative sex, 
rising from degenerated corpses, endangering 
the life of the gatherer: ch ildren are born al
most accidentally ('found') beneath a tree (vege
tative life) ; B. D. Thomas ("Altarwise"): a. 
man b itten from the fork (loins) of Abaddon 
(sin); b. it stands for dead men; 8. the mandrag
ora was also a fa miliar devil, who appeared a s a 
small, black man, without a beard and with 
loose ha ir ; 9. fo lklore: d. in Brit<.in the briony 
was often taken for the mandrake; b. it in
creases clairvoyance by sympathetic magic: it 
shines in the dark; c. witches use it in image
magic, but also good-luck charms were carved 
from it. 
manger 

1. Egypt ian hicr.: a. Amon-Ra, the light and 
sun-god; b. the city of Thebes; 2 . Hebrew: reve
lat ion ; 3. Christian: a. the- cradle of the New 
Year Child; b. ignorance from which wisdom 
rises; c. the Mystic Centre of the cave, from 
which the deity rises (cf. Buddha in the Lotus) ; 
d. humility fro m which charity rises; 4 . envy, 
grudge (the inversion of 3, d): the dog (anagram 
of God) in the manger. 
manna 

I. God's word, sweet as honey; revelation; 
2. D. Thomas: ("On no work of words"): poet
ic inspiration, seen as a heavenly gift. 
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Manoa 

Manoa 
a fabulous land , or city, of unbounded 

wealth: "The Great and Golden City o f 
Manoa"; it was much sought (causing many 
dea ths) in South America in the 16th cent. ; its 
ruler was Manao =El Do rado = 'the gilded one', 
who was powdered daily w ith gold dust ; in 
Brita in Sir W. Raleigh was one of the believers 
in . the land as existing o n t he ba nks o r the 
Amazon or Orinoco. 
manticore 

I. a monster described by Aristo tle; its 
name is derived from 0. Pers. fo r 'man-cater' as 
it prefers human blood; it consists of: a. the 
head of a man, w ith a triple row of shark 's 
teet h; b. a lion's body (power and speed); c . a 
poisonous scorpio n-tail and porc upine-spikes , 
which it co uld throw over a great distance with 
dead ly accuracy; d. it had a voice o f trumpets 
and pan-p ipes; 2. probably a storm-Oemon , or 
personificat ion of the scorching sirocco; 3. it 
was a lso the nam e of a heraldic monster w ith 
the body of a beast or prey, sometimes with 
dragon-feet , and the head of a man with spiral 
or curved horns; it occurs in the bearings of 
warriors; 4. psych: a beastly rat io nalist. 
mantis 

I. the name: Gr. 'd iviner'; 2 . voracity, crue l
ty, a nd greed camouflaged by a hypocrit ical at
titude of prayer; 3. the female eats her ma le 
when he has fertilized her; 4. courage. ' 
mantle ~ 

I. envelop ing a deity: a. a clo ud or mis t 
hiding the deity's radiance, or protecting ma~ 
against his or her brilliance: b. the self-contained 
unrevealed aspect; the hidden treasures (of th~ 
deity's fer ti lity); c. the e ternal and infinite·? 
combinations: A. Black Mantle: of Ni~h;:· 
" Night is fled Whose pitchy mantle o'erve iled 
the earth" : I H6 2, 2; B. Mantle of Fidelity: a 
wond rous boy came to Art hur's Court with a 
beaut iful mant le which would suit a blameless 
Lady; only Lady Craddock a ppeared to be sin
less; then he killed a boa r , and only an innocent 
man's knife could carve it: the ballad "The Boy 
and the Mantle"; C. the Mantle of Prophecy: 
Elijah's; D. Russet mantle: dawn: " The morn in 
russet mantle clad Walks o'er the dew of yon 
high ea stern hill": Ham. I , I ; 3. v. Cloak. 
Clothes. Dress and Garment. 
map 
• image: e.g. in Shakespeare : ' map or woe', 
map of hono ur', 'map of magnanim ity', e.g. 

" The face t hat map w hich deep impressio n 
bears Of hard misfortune": Luer. I 7 I 2f. (v. 
also Tit. 3, 2; Tw. N. 3, 2 ; 2 116 3, I , etc.). 
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maple 
I . reserve and retirement: a street and 

shade-tree; 2. conj uga l love, earthly bourgeo 1\ 
happiness; 3. past happiness: glowing autum 11 

colours; 4 . transitor iness: soon sheds its leaves, 
5. myth.: a. Pasipha e seduced the bull encased 
in an imitation-heifer of maple-wood: Ovid (Dl' 
Arte Am. I , 325 ); b. Eva ndcr. king of Lat ium, 
led Aeneas to a maple throne: Vergil (Aen. 8. 
178); 6. the tree may be akin to the May-pole, 
7. maple-leaf: emblem of Canada. 
marble 

I. cold bea uty, death; 2 . deity, worship. 
au thority : monument s and images; 3. inflexibil 
ity; 4 . durabilit y, eternity: a. 'write in marble ' 
for posterity: "for men use, if they have an evil 
to urne, to write in marble: and w hoso doth us a 
good tourne we write it in d ust": Sir Th. More 
(" R ichard Ill"); b. o ften co nnected with (the 
floor o t) Hea ven: Jove's council-ha ll was made 
of marble: O vid (Metam. I , 177). 
March -· 

I . in the old Roman ca lendar t here were ten 
mont hs: January and February were left out as 
'dead seasons': so Decem ber was the last 
mont h, and March the first, named after the 
god of agr icul ture and war, Mars; the sun enters 
the House of Aries abo ut March 2 1st; presents 
were given at the C'a lends (Tibullus 3, I, I ff .) ; 
2. period of: a. rural act ivit ies (Nor th of the 
Alps): the February activities of the South 
(prun ing, digging . hunting); b. wind-rejoicing; c. 
drought: "Whan that Aprillc w ith his shoures 
sote, The droghte o f Marche hath perced to the 
rote": Chaucer (C'ant. T .); d. madness: cf. the 
March ha re; 3. correspondences: a. in the Bible: 
Israel in Egypt; b. birthstone: aquamar ine and 
blood stone ; c. colour: red ; d. Zod iac: Aries; 4. 
important dates: A. March 14: in Rome the 
celestial smith Mamurius Vet urius, t he god of 
the Old Year , who made copies of Mars' shield 
(the 'ancilla'), a nd who was also represented as 
a shepherd god (so partia lly ident ified with the 
new Mars), was led through the stree t , beaten 
by the Salii, and then thrown o ut of the city ; 
his fe male counterpart is Anna Perenna ; B. 
March 15: the Ides of March : a . feast of Anna 
Perenna as goddess of fert ilit y; b. (also March 
27) feasts fo r Cybele and Allis; c . t he day 
Julius Caesar was warned to 'beware of' (Caes. 
I , 2), and on which he wa s kil led; C. March 25: 
a . celebrat ion of the Mirac ulo us Conception of 
Juno (Hera ); b . Christian : celebrat ion of the 
Miraculous Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Queen of Heaven; Lad y Day (at least, 
one of them); 

5. a Mardi-chick: a precocious youngster 
\dn 2, I ; 6. folklore: a. legend: the montl. 
1•hrn God made man: G. Chaucer (C'a nt. T.: 
the Nun-Priest's Talc); b . the sun in March 
h1ccds agues: 1114 4 , I ; c. (mag ica py) a bad 
11111c for cutting hair; d . proverbs: most.refer to 
th changea ble weather. e.g.: " A peck (bushel) 
111 March dust is wor th a king's ra nsom" (Hey-
1-.iod). 
mare 

I . fertility, e.g. fr eyja has a horse-form (be
\JJC that of a she-goa t); for Demeter wit h a 
mare's head: v. Pausanias (8, 4 2); 2. witchcraft: 
witches ca n r ide a man to death, or trample him 
to dea th as a horse; King Edgar's wife was ac
rnscd of running a nd leaping with horses a nd 
, iJowing herself sha melessly to them; Loki, 
whinny ing like a mare, lured away the stallion 
which helped the craftsman-giant 1to build the 
Wall of Asgard; 3. erotic mad ness: "surely 
.1bove aU the (sexual) rage of the niare is unsur
passed": Vergil (Georg. 3, 266): Venus herself 
~ave them the spirit, when the four horses of 
Po tnia devoured the limbs of Glaucus; more
over they can even become pregna nt by the 
wind (= desire), preferably powerful Boreas 
(North Wind ); (w it h sows!) the only female ani
mals wh ich do not refuse coupling when pr eg
nant; for eating a "mare's arse" in a curio us 
ser ies of taunts: v. Njal's Saga (120); 4. folk
lore: a. " Money will make the mare go" is the 
last line or a nursery-rhyme, in which a man 
first refuses to lend his mare as she is lame. but 
does so when he is offered money for it: b. "to 
find a mare's nest": useless discovery; 5. v. 
l/orse, Hippo111a11es and Nightmare. 
Margery 

in t he 18 th and 19th centuries a name ma in
ly used for poor country people, therefore it is 
often found in nursery-rhymes (e.g. Margery 
Daw). 
marguerite 

I. sun-emblem: 2. twelve-petalled: months, 
apostles, etc. 
Marian 

for t he Ma id Marian v. Maid, Mermaid, 
Muses, Robin, and Anna. 
marigold 

I . a common na me for a great var ie ty of 
flowers; 2. sun-emblem : a. it opens a t day
brea k, t ill noon, a nd then shuts till night; there
fore it was a lso ca lled "Sun's flower" in Eliz. 
times: b. "her eyes, like marigo lds. had sheath
ed their light Till they m ight open to adorn the 
day": Luer. 397f; v. also ('ymb. 2, 3: c. the 
flower of m id-summer, fit fo r middle-aged 
men: Wint. 4 , 4 ; d . it follo ws the sun, fo r which 
it is also called "Summer's Bride" or " Husband-

marriage 

man's Dia l"; e. "The Pansy and the Marigold 
The Phocbus Paramours": M. Drayton ("Gorbo 
and Batte"); 3. consta ncy, endurance in love 
(especially of women): a. v. 2, c, and W. Blake 
below ; b . John Gerard explains the name C'alen
d ula as given beca use it flowers in the calends 
of almost every month ; -:. it never fades; 4. 
grief, misery , attribute of despair (especially in 
love); 

5. mercy; 6 . comeliness: especially the 
('om-Marigold; 7. Christian: attribute of the 
Virgin Mary: it survives bad weather and 
storms, opening o nly to the sun (Christ, or 
lover) and shutting to the dark (evil) : e.g. the 
street-ballad: " A New Ballad of the Marigolde" ; 
8. her. : a . devotion, piety; b. epithet for Mary 
Queen of Scots (the ballad o f 7 was written for 
her); 9. W. Blake: a. incorruptible and innocent; 
b. it grows in Leutha's valley (under Puritan 
Satan) plucked by Oothoon (= the sexual act); 
taken as Mary's Gold; 10. folklore: love : often 
used in wedding-garlands; 11 . v. Heliotrope. 
marjoram 

1. gr ief: in the ballad "Lady Alice" , the 
ladY., seeing the corpse of her beloved Giles 
Collins, and know ing she will soon die herself, 
asks for a "garland of marjoram, And of lem
on-thyme and rue"; 2 . blushes; 3 . my th.: ·a. 
Amarcus, in charge of t he perfum es of the king 
of Cyprus, was so moved at having broken some 
vases conta ining them , that t he gods, pitying 
him, changed him into a marjoram; b. the plant 
grew in the grove of Idalia, where Venus hid the 
sleeping boy Asca nius: Vergil (Aen. 1, 693); it 
is an aphrodisiac: "made wanton by marrow
feed ing marjoram" (T imot heus); 4. marriage: 
" Bind your brows with the fragrant marjoram" 
for marriage: Catullus (61); 5. it s great curative 
powers arc known even to animals: as a drug it 
cures sick sto rk s; a nd tor toises, after eating a 
snake, take marjoram a s a counter-poison (Pliny 
and Pluta rch); 6. innocence: "With margerain 
gent le, The flower of g~odlihead, Embroidered 
the mant le ls of your maidenhead": R. Skelton 
("To Mist ress Margery Wentworth"). 
mark (target) 

'the golden mark': the crown : 2H6, I, I . 
market -place 

I . Anthony, awa iting Cleopatra' s arrival, 
was left a lone in t he market-place in his Impe
rial Seat, because a ll t he people ran off to sec 
and smell Cleopatra's boa t coming in; 2. prov
erbs: a. " He that kisscth his wife in the market
place sha ll have many teachers"; b. "Love is not 
found in t he marke t"; c. "The market is the 
best garden" . 
marriage 

I. is often regarded as a death with the phal-
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marrow 

!us-knife as It s tool; or handing life to a child is 
seen as losing it oneself; 2. marriage of gods and 
mortals is usually short-lived: a . gods desiring 
mortals: the mortals get homesick for mortal 
life; on their return they find they have been 
away for (hundreds of) years: timeless time; b. 
mortals desiring gods: the gods coming to live 
on earth find life there disappointing, even for 
gods (e.g. Swan-maiden, q.v.); 3. the Marriage 
of Heaven and Earth is the 'hieros gamos', the 
Holy Marriage producing fertility; 4. proverb: 
"He is a foo l that marries at Yule, f'or when the 
corn's to shear the bairn's to bear" ; 5. v. Coi
tion, Semen, Sex, etc.; Beauty and the Beast, 
and Beast-marriage; Bluebeard, etc. 
marrow 

I . semen and manly prowess: ' Ile wears his 
honour in a box unseen That hugs his kicky
wicky (:wife) here at home, Spending his man
ly marrow in her arms, Which should susta in 
the bound and high curvet (: a kind of ma
n~ge-jump) Of Mars's fiery steed": A 'sW. 2, 3; v. 
also Spine and Semen; 2. any lust: (said by 
Venus:) 'my marrow burning', meaning general 
liveliness in lust (Ven. 142); cf. Catullus: "the 
fires have been wasting her inmost marrow" 
(35), and "melting marrow" (45); 3. the new 
Phoenix arises from the marrow of the burnt 
old one; 4. W.B. Yeats: a. "marrow-bone": 
physical life (as the opposite of the mind) ; the 
only lasting poetry: " Ile that sings a lasting 
song Thinks in a marrow bone"; b. the physica l 
love knowledge, which an old man has, and 
warty youngsters cannot have: touch "by 
mother wit Things hid in (woman's) marrow
bones f'rom time long passed away"; 5. T.S. 
Eliot: a. : "the fever in the bones": burning 
thoughts for something beyond the flesh; b. 
" the anguish of the bone": the anguish of the 
skeleton : the fever in the bone: that which 
goes beyond experience, beyond thought 
("Whispers of Immortality"); 6. D. Thomas: a. 
life within the bone of death; b. semen; c. "the 
twelve-winded marrow": life in time, delivered 
from its bony circle of time; d. "bone-ladle": 
the (celestial) phallus. 
Mars (god) 

I. creation and preservation ca n only be 
through (primordial) sacrifice and war; 2. 
therefore Mars, and most deities of war, male as 
well as female, are fer tility-gods: a. the Mamu
rius Veturius, the 'Old Mars' was driven out 
through the streets of Rome as Old Year vegeta
tion (in March , the New Year of vegetation) to 
make room for the New Mars; b. to Mars a 
horse was sacrificed in October for an abundant 
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harvest, and as Corn-spirit, on the Field ot 
Mars; c. farmers sacrificed to ' Ma rs Sytvanus'; d 
this explains the 'naughty behavio ur' of Clas\I 
cal Mars in his relation wit h the fertili ty-god 
dess Aphrodite, in which he supplanted the old 
god Hephaestos; together they formed an an 
drogynous couple like the Germ. Vanir ; 3. in 
version; 4. jobs connected with Mars (v. also 
Mountain): a. king, martyr, warrior; b. phy~1 

cians; c. miner ; 5. later (as a proto-devil) hi' 
special habitation was the North (e.g. a refer 
encc in Cha ucer); 6. Dante: before f'lorem·1· 
was dedicated to St. John the Baptist, its gocl 
was Mars, whose torso was preserved (Inf. 13, 
Par. 16). 
Mars (planet) 

J. the fourth ::ilanet in order from the sun; ii 
is "the Lesser lnfortune" (cf. Saturn); it has an 
eccenLfic orbit: its "true moving .... to this day i' 
not known": l H6 l , 2; that was befon• 
Kep(p)ler; 2. in Egypt the planet was connectccl 
with the god Horus, and therefo re favourable , 
3. the Greeks related it to Mars, and therefore It 
is: a. the protector of warrio rs; b. the star ol 
violence and destruction: earthquakes, storms, 
etc.; c. the star of determined will; d. the star ol 
energy, heat, and radiation; 4. correspondences· 
a. metal: iron; other minerals: bloodstone, as
bestos, and brimstone; b. flowers: (generally 
thorny, or stinging, or hot-spiced plants) chives, 
onion, mustard, radish and horse-radish, hops, 
peppers, tobacco, honeysuckle, wormwood, 
etc.; c. colour: red; d. day: Tuesday; e. animals: 
a. tiger, panther, wolf, mastiff; b. sharks, stini: 
ing serpents, birds of prey; f. places: fireplaces, 
distilleries, butchers' shops; g. body: face, mus· 
des; h. gift: strength; sin : bad temper; 5. 
symbol: a ray shooting from the sun : the shield 
or spear of a god, the phallus; 6. quality : the 
worst of all: hot and dry, red and black; it dries 
up rivers; 7. Zodiac: it rules Aries and Scorpio: 
8. character: a. soldiers, sportsmen, technicians, 
craftsmen (esp. smiths and workers with iron), 
surgeons, barbers, blood-letters; b. energy and 
action, courage and determination; c. extravert, 
impulsive, ruthless, brutal, sexually violent ; d. 
night-walkers, unhappy, malicious mockers; 9. 
it rules England (with Aries); Montgomery and 
Nelson were Mars and Scorpion (v. 7); cf. "this 
seat of Mars": R2 2, I. 
marsh 

I. Dante: a. the Wrathful are punished by 
immersion in the Marsh (Styx) in " Inferno" (C. 
7), clawing at each other; b. the Sullen and 
Lazy are com pletely immersed (so that only 
bubbles are visible), punished for their inertia in 

th<' time when they "were in the swcc~.air ('aer 
dulcc') which is gladdened by the. sun (Inf. I , 
I ll); 2. w. Blake: vapour, False Light. 
m•shmallow 

I . the holy plant of Althea, wife of Oeneus, 
mot her of Meleager, who had a daug~ter of .the 
111111 Dionysus (Deianeira); 2. the first spnng· 
!lower to be sucked by bees (as ivy is the last of 
the year); 3. healing (cf. also Althea), especially 

11~ n soo ther of irritations; 1t also keeps serpents 
,iway; it is most effective when dug up with a 
~old tool; 4. emblem of Benevolence because all 
It- parts are good and medicinal. 
m1rtin (bird) . 

1 the commonest is the house-martm, 
who~e ally is the swallow; however: it.is smaller, 
und lacks the swallow's fo rked tail; rts colours 
,uc black (on top) and white; 2. when its ~am· 

111~ about the danger of the glue on the.mistle
toe was not heeded by the other bird.s, .1t went 
to mankind as a suppliant ; therefore ti ts never 
krllcd or eaten by man: Aesop (Fables 75); 3. 
,u~gestive of domestic happiness (e.g. Mac .. I , 
4 ); 4. (in the same context) a. dup~ •. decepU~~ 
(lhe king is to be fooled and killed}. rt builds 
places that look safe, but are dangerous; v: Mer. 
v 2 9· 5. connected with witchcraft: m the 
witches,' charm in B. Jonson's " The Masque of 
Queens": "Quickly Dame ... Spur, spur , ~pon 
Itttle Martin Merrily, merrily make him sari, A 
worm in his' mouth, a thorn in 's tail"; 6.folk
/ore : a.a lucky omen if it builds a nest on a house; 
h. proverb: " the martin and the swallow ar~ 
Cod's bow and arrow" (v. Robin Redbreast), 
' "God's mate and marrow"; 7. v. Mart/et, 

or, · d ) 
;md the Swift (with which it is often mixe up · 
Martin (name) . 

a boy called Martin is likely to g.et the fixed 
epithet "Pincher Martin" among hr s schoolfel
lows (like "Spud" Murphy, etc.). 

mast 

summer': 1H6 I , 2; 9. in the ballad "The Wife 
of Usher's Well" her three sons came t~ h~r on 
Martinm as "When nights are tang and mtrk · 
mart let . 

her.: footless swallow (or blackbtrd): a . . the 
fourth son of a family' subsisting on the w1.ngs 
of merit and virtue (cf. Alerion); b. cunning, 
alertness, a good reputation. 
Mary .

1 nursery-rhyme: "Mary, Mary•? qm e con· 
trary' How does your garden grow . Wt th silver 
bells and cockle shells And pretty maids all m a 
row"; explained as referring either to a nun· 
nery, or to Mary Queen of Scots. 

mask . ) h .d. 
I. protection: a. (like hood or veil t mg 

one's identity: a. used by witches (who often 
wore little else); -b. used by magicians to avoid 
recogni tion by the very demons they evoked; 
wearing masks in funeral processions (Proper· 

. tius 2, 8 , 19): to avoid the envy <;>f the dead; c. 
by the general public to avoid bemg recognized 
by witches and fairies on dangerous Eves (e.g. 
May Day Eve, Hallowe'en); Eliz. ladies often 
wore them for that reason when going to such 
an unladylike place as a theatre; b. Ehz. 
women also wore masks to preserve their com· 
plexion; c. certain masks were worn t~ cure. as 
well as prevent diseases; 2. 1denttf1catt~n w1.th 
the totem-animal, a deity (esp. a 'vctled fertr.li· 
ty goddess); distortion of the voice adds to. tis 
effectiveness; 3. in the theatre: 1mpersonatron 
of the god or hero to be represented; a mask 
was an emblem for Theatre on Roman medals; 
4 . scaring off evil spirits, or profane eyes (e.g. 
Medusa); 5. deceit, hypocrisy: a. m the M.A. 
the devil was often said to be masked; probabl~ 
a remnant of the totem-masks; b. Neptune ts 

ailed ' masked' because of the deceitful calm· 

Martinmas (Martlemas) 
t. the feast of St. Martin of Hungary: No· 

vember 11; 2. it replaced the 'Vinalia', o r feast 
of Bacchus, a paga n Roman harves.t. festiva l, 
also held on November 11 ; it still m1ttates the 
('arnaval festivit ies; 3. it was a custom to lay 
provisions or sustenance for the winter on that 
day; 4. water left exposed in vessels on St. 
Martin's Eve turns into wine; 5. in Ge'.many it 
was a feast of sausages; in france ti was a 
goose-feast : in one legend the Saint was an
noyed by a goose, which h~ ther~fore ordered 
to be killed and served for dinner; m the greater 
part of the rest of Europe a sow was eaten; 6. 
St. Martin is the patron-saint of drunkards and 
inn-keepers; 7. the weather often turns at ab~ut 
that time; 8. St. .Martin's Summer = 'Indian 

~ess at sea, which may become deadly storm~: 
e.g. Per. 3, 3; 6 . hollowness: in Ae~?P the fo'.' s 
comment on seeing a fine mask is: What a fme 
head! A pity it has no brain~ in it!"; 7. W.B. 
Yeats: a. the social self, the difference betw~en 
one's thoughts and other peo~le's conception 
of one's personality; a defens.1ve armour + a 
weapon of attack; b. the hero1cal ideal we try 
to live up to; c. the 'persona• of E. Pound : the 
fancy-d ress of a (non-)historical person 111 

whose role the poet speaks (e.g. Yeat~ as 
'Wicked Old Man'); 8. v. Epiphany, race, 
(Painted -). 

mast f L"f 2 the l . the world-axle, the Tree o ' .e; · . 
masculine (phallic) clement in the fem 1ru~e ship 
(containment), so: pride, energy, etc; with the. 
ship together it is a symbol of androgyne (q.v.), 
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match 

3. Freud: male symbol; 4. D. Thomas: " Masted 
Venus": Venus standing upright in a shell, co m
b ined with 2 ("A grief ago"); 5. folklore: 
scratching the mast of a ship with yo ur finger
nails may calm a storm. 
match (I ucifer) 

folklore: a. v. Candle fo r light ing three ciga
rettes with one match; a 'match' was originally 
a wick of a ca ndle; b. fidelity divination : ligh t a 
wooden match and hold it straight up: if it 
turns to you or his house he is faithful, other
wise not. 
matron 

I . the domineering side of Mother; 2. pro
tection: City, Church , the Earth, Night, etc. 
mattress 

Cleopatra was smuggled into Caesar's castle 
in a mattress the first t ime she·seduced him: 
Ant. 2, 6 . 
May 

I. the 5th month, which used to be the 3rd 
month in the old Roman calendar (v. March); 
the . name may be derived from the goddess 
Maia, to whom fer tility-sacrifices were made in 
this month; or from 'maiores', the month cele
brating the (elder) ripe years (as Jtme may have 
been derived from ' iuniores' the younger 
years): Ovid (Fasti 5, 7 1 ff.); II. period of: I. 
blooming, resurrection in nature; 2. purifica
tion: in Rome purification-rites were held; 3. 
mourning: since Ro ma n times a month of 
mourning for the dead, a bad month for marry
ing; the Lemuria were held in it; 4. in Rome 
(later) orgiastic l"'lora-cults were performed; 5. 
Eliz.: " Love, whose month is ever May": LLL 
4 , 3; 6. Eliz.: period of games and pageants fo r 
amusement: "More matter fo r a May morning!" 
(Tw. N. 3, 4 ) is said when m:id Malvo lio leaves, 
and angry Aguecheek arrives; III. correspond
ences: I . birthstone: emera ld (Venus and 
Hope); 2. Zodiac: (pa rt Taurus:) the sun enters 
Gemini about May 2 1st; 3. colo ur : ora nge; 4. 
the Bible: the Promised Land; IV. mythological 
da te: May 13: Hermes leads Persephone back to 
her mother Demeter : resurrectio n of fert ility 
(from the underworld); V. festivities: I. v. 
May-Day; 2. v. II, 4; 3. " in the wood ... Where I 
did meet thee once w ith Helena To do observ
ance to a morn of May": MND I , I; VI. folk· 
lore: proverbs: a . "A May flood never did 
good" ; b. " Look at your corn in May, And 
you'll come weeping away; Look at the same in 
June, And you'll come home in ano ther tune"; 
c. "Marry in May, yo u 'll rue it for aye"; cf. II , 
3; d. "Shear your sheep in May and shear them 
all away". 
May Day 

I. regeneration of nature; 2. fertility-festivi-
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ties o fte n were the same on Whitsuntide or St 
George's Day ("Green George"); they often 
took the form of tree-worship; 3. Rome: tlw 
feast of Bona Dea , wife-sister of Fa unus, who 
never left her bower ; she resembles Cybele; 4 
Britain: o ne of the Quarter Days: a. the ren t to 
pay; b. important witches' Sabbath (especially 
the Eve); c. formerly festivities of Robin Hood 
a nd Ma id Marian in the Greenwood s ta rted 9 11 
the Eve and went on all night, to c ulm inate in 
Maypole-dances on May Day, or processions in 
which trees, or branches, were carried; d. the 
Eve was a n important Druidic feast of bonfires, 
Bellane: 'shining, brilliant', 'fire', dedicated to 
the Celtic Apollonian god Belenus; e. a general 
holiday with morris-dances (ref. Err. 2, 2): the 
Milkmaid's delight is in May Day (J . Gay : 
"Molly Mog") ; f. ballad: on the morning of the 
I st of May the Elfin-knight blows h is horn in all 
directions, courting the Lady Isabel, but they 
set each other impossible tasks for courtship, 
and so they do not get married; cf. the May 
King and Queen below; g. massacre: all children 
born on May-Day were set afloat by Arthur to 
be sure of killing Mordred, who escaped: Malo· 
ry (I , 27); 

5. in Europe: a. the May King and/or Queen 
were leaf-clad incorporat ions of the spirit of 
fer tility, sometimes going thro ugh the town 
begging fo r such fertility-symbols as eggs (with 
lack of fertility as penalty for not giving); b. 
sometimes a (false) head (on top of his own) 
was chopped off as an involutive primordial sac· 
rificc; c. a Sacred Marriage might be contracted, 
for which the King (q.v.) was elected more or 
less like the ancient Roman kings at the 'regifu
gium '; d. groups of young men representing 
Summer (clad in branches and flowers) con
q ucr, or form a processio n with , those repre
senting Winter (clad in moss and straw); 6.[olk· 
lore: a. dew gathered on May Day morning has 
special powers to preserve beauty , whiten linen , 
etc.; b. v. also Maypole separate . 
mayflower 

v. Arbu tus. 
mayfly 

Celtic: at her wedd ing Dechtire (moon or 
dawn) swallowed a mayfly and gave birth to 
the sun-god Lugh ; at the May-fly· season the 
trout jump o ut of the water with a squeak to 
catch them, from which erot ic mimicking 'sing
ing trout' spring dances of water-nymphs in her 
honour were held. 
maypole 

I. 'may' = hawtho rn, q.v.; 2 . pole: the phal
lic reproductive powers of nature, w hile the 
vulva-circle is the regulator,_ or bridler, of tim e 
and motion ; together a form of androgyne; in 

Melusina 

11i tlcr to weave the co lours correctly on top the 
•1tcamer-bearers have to perform an intricate 
I .ibyrinthinc Dance (q.v.); 3. the My stic Cen
'"" the World-axis, the World-Tree; 4. r.elated 
'" 1hc architectural egg and dart; 5. umon of 
11pposites; 6. relic of ancient tree-worship;. 7 · 
1hc streamers: a. radiating sunshine; b .. the JOY 
,1111.I fruit of the marriage of pole and crrcle (cf. 

medlar 
1. the fruit improves with rotting: a. e.g. 

1hc streamers of a bride's garter); 8 . false paint
mi:: llerm ia to He lena, who (she supposes) has 
,, 0 1en her love: "How low am I, thou painted 
maypole? Speak!": MND 3, 2; 9. folklore: v. 
llirch. 
meadow 

I. connected with the river (of life); 2. sad-
ness; humility and patience ("Quest of the H. 
(;1ail" 8); 3. dreaminess, .:ir gladness; 4. u111-
lormity: no trees, etc.; limitation; 5. the mead
ow of ill fo rtune; 6. lust: "the lecherous mead
ow that is called Lust" : La ngland (Pierce Pl. 
Ilk. 1 O); 7. in the meadow of the soul grow 
only asphodels: like in the Underworld; 8 . the 
meadows of heaven : the skies. 
meadowsweet . 

I. uselessness; 2. folklore: unlucky to bring 
into the house when flowering: the strong smell 
might induce a sleep from which one does not 
awake. 
meal 

sacred meals tend to follow these patterns: 
ti. one unites oneself with the god, or super
natural power, through the taking of the sacred 
food or drink ('theophagy' or 'h!erophagy'): b . 
-;;icrcd meals, in which people eat or drtnk .to· 
gcther in order to establish an intimate relation 
(conviviality) or in order to make a covenant, a 
o;acred bond; also the 'agape' (Hebr. 'habur~h_'); 
c. meals, in which people cat with the de1t1es 
and are thus united with them : e.g. Moses, 
Aaron, Nabab, a nd Abihu, and the ciders on the 
mountain (Ex. 24, 9-11 ); d. meals served to the 
gods (e.g. the showbreads in the O.T.); v. also 
Eating, Food, etc. 
measuring 

l . the Bible: in apocalyptic writings meas.ur
ing often predicts judgment and destruction 
(e.g. Isa. 34 ); 2. a measuring-rod an? line 1s an 
attribute of Shamash as god of 1ust1ce; as such 
given to Hammurabi. 

Chaucer's "Reves Tale", Pro!.; b. ·:vou'H be 
rotten ere you are half-ripe , and thats the nght 
virtue of the medlar": AYL 3, 2 (with a pun on 
'meddler'); 2. prostitute: "they would else have 
married me to the rotten medlar": Meas: 4, 3 '. 
3. (of old) an object of jokes: "that kind of 
fru it As maidens call medlars, when they laugh 
alone" : Rom. 2, I; 4. D.H. Lawrence: "sorb· 
apples and medlars": a. related to Autumn: 
par ting: Orpheus as Dionysus,,of t~~ Un?cr
world ("distilled essence of hell ); b. dehc1ous 
rottenness"; 5. v. Sorb. 
Medusa 

I . her head is the centre of a symbolic 
space: destructiveness, consuming whirlwind.; 
cf. Cobweb; 2. rela ted to Coral; 3. D. Thor~as. 
a. "Black Medusa": the Terrible Mother ( Al
tarwise"); b. primal sexuali ty, sin, the eternal 
dangerous female; 4. v. Gorgon. 
M~ -

I. in O.E. giantess, demoness of disease a~<l 
plague, thrower of boulders and other huge n11s· 
siles; later often the name of .powerful cannons, 
e.g. the 15th cent. gun in Edinburgh Ca,st~e was 
called 'Mons Meg', 'Muckle (Great) Meg, Roar
ing Meg'; 2 . 'Muckle-mouthed Meg' in Border
ballads is a fearsome female: trespassers had the 
choice of hanging, o r marrying her. 
melon . 

I. in his ecstasy A. Marvel ("Thoughts in a 
Garden"): "Stumbling on melons, as I pass, ln
snared with flowers, I fall on grass"; 2. v. 

Gourd. 
Melusina . . 

1. fairy or nymph from whom the kmgs of 
Albania descended; she was the daughter of the 
fa iry Pressine, who shut her father in a moun
tain to avenge the wrongs done to her mother; 
for this she was changed into a snake from the 
waist down every Saturday; she could be re· 
leased only, if she married a man w~o n:ver saw 
her thus; she found one, made lnm rich, but 
aroused his curiosity in her ways, and one ct.a~ 
he looked (motif of fatal looking) at her punf1-
catio n ba th (fertility-moon-goddess), at which 
she fled in serpent form ; 2. late1 she becai_ne a 
general type of sea-nymph, rela.tcd to suens 

measuring-line 
o.T.: a. "Judgment also w ill I lay to the 

line": Isa. 28, 17; b . the measuring-line of con-

(only having a crown and . split !ail), who 
screams three t imes, when a disaster 1s about to 
happen; 3. she gets abnormal .children; 4 . she 
erects buildings in one mght with the. h~lp of a 
swarm of mysterious workers; the buildings .al
ways have a defect (cf. the "devil's bddge" w1t~1 
one stone missing); 5 . intuitive gemus: a. posi
tive: prophetic, constructive, miraculous; b . 
nega tive: inf irm, malign; 6. her. : a. motherly 

fusion: Isa. 34, 11. 
Me des . 

O.T.: a. they do not delight in gold or silver 
(Isa. 13, 17); b. the rod of punishment by the 
Lord for godless Israel; c. the law of the Medes 
and Persians: " which altereth no t" (Dan. 6, 8). 

317 



I 

member 

love: in the wind she complains of her lost chil
dren! b. virginity; c. sea-far ing ancestors: the 
allurmg sea; 7. v. Mermaid. 

mercury (metal) 

in. Alchemy the Monstrum Hermaphrodi tu' 
(Gemuu): l. the first humid substance, born 
f~om the seeds of all things ; 2. 'duplex': an in lc 
r ~or devil and. "the philosopher's child"; 3. tlw 
first pu~if1cat1on: feeling, imagination; 4 . tlw 
unconscious (nuid and dynamic) and fem inine 
as the opposite of Sulphur; together they forn; 
the ca~uceus; with salt they form the elemen· 
tary tnad; 5. (as a fluid: ) unlimited transforma 
lion and penetrat ion; 6. alchemical names fo r 
mercury: f?ol, serpen t, sea, lantern, pilgrim, 
sword, ermine, deer, or fool's cap; 7. v. Metal 
and Alchemy. 

member 
'the unruly member': the tongue; ref. per

haps to James 3, 8. 
menhir 

. I. etym.: Breton: ' long stone'; 2. deity
~age; cf.. ~erm and Hecatea; 3. phallic, mascu
line; 4. vigilant, protective; 5. sacrificial stake 
or image of battle; 6. world-axis; 7. sepulchrai 
monument. 
Mephistopheles 

, I. .a word. o~ doubtful etym.; perhaps Gr. 
not hght loving ; 2. the nega tive aspect of the 
~ul that has turned from the All to acqu ire 
~~depe~dence and individuality ; J. in Goethe's 
.Faust a hermaphrodite; 4. craftiness cyni-

cism. ' 
merchant 

l. ~.A.: symbol of Avarice; 2. proverbially 
sleeps eight hours. 
Mercury (god) 

l. the Heavenly Messenger: 'Hermes; = ' in
terpreter', 'mediator': a. as psychopomp he a n
nounces death and accompanies the soul to the 
Underworld ; b. he controls the nervous system 
(t~e nerves as messengers) and sleep; c. he 
brmgs out the Graces in spring as the fert ilizing 
god of nature; v. Hermes; 2. as a male Hecate he 
is god of the roads: a. often triform: with three 
heads (= directions and potentialities); b. he 
safeguards the roads: v. Herm; 3. phallus fertili
ty: a. his rapid growth; b. he is th.e prot~ctor of 
animals: the ram (or lamb)-i:lurying Hermes as 
Good ~he~herd; c. v. Herm a nd I , c; 4. the 
(Gnostic) Logos Spermatikos', the power of 
the Spoken Word, scattered about the universe· 
Oater) the immanent and transcendent god i; 
the world; cf. Blake below; 5. space: the Lord 
of the ."".0 rld (v. Four A, 2): celestial and ch tho
m~; d1v!ne pro tector of Alchemy as Hermes 
Tnsmeg1stus (assimilated with Egyptian Thoth)' 
6. th~ god of: a. commerce and prudence: h~ 
bargained with Apollo over the lyre and flute· 
b. eloquence (v. 4 ); c. science, art, skill: th~ 
inventor of the !yre, etc.; d. strategy, cunning: 
he stol~ _Apollo s cows as a child, which also 
made him patron of thieves, frauds gamblers 
~le.; 7. the paragon of manly grace:'"a statio~ 
hke the herald Mercury New-lighted on a 
heav~n-kis.sing hill": Ham. 3, 4; cf. IH4 4, I; 8. 
M.A .. _ a. m God: the Holy Spirit; b. in man: 
co!1s~1ence, sometimes intelligence; c. the male 
~nnciple; 9. W. Blake: intellectual contempla
tion (= 'Tiriel'). 
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Mercury (planet) 
I. general: a. the planet nearest the sun 

therefore it has a solar character: intellectuai 
energy; b. the smallest planet; c. the Lord o l 
Wednesday; d. the pha llus of heaven: Macro· 
cosm seen as 'ITOmo maxim us'; 2. connected 
with the god Mercury: A. the messenger: a. in 
te~mediary of the. c lements; b. intelligence, 
science, a nd free will: (G. Chaucer) 'children of 
Mercury': (celibate) scholars; B. protector of 
merchants and thieves; C. psych. (Jung) : a. it 
rules over the human dreams (Odysseus: Cyllc
man Hermes); b. the Sp irit-Hermes-Nous: hov
ering in the sky as the Golden Lightning Ser
pent ; c. at once the innermost point and the 
cncompasser of the world, connected with Four 
as the num ber of Space (v. also Mercury, God) ; 
3. correspondences: a. flowers: mushrooms, 
lavender, parsley; b. colours: green, yellow; or 
blue; c. body: physical traits: high fo rehead, 
long fa~e, black eyes, thin beard; rules: limbs, 
l~ngs, nght foo t; d . gift: capacity for business; 
~in: ~nvy; 4. ~haractu: a. love of speech; b. wit, 
intelligence, mventtveness, analysis; however, 
there 1s a . tendency towards superficiality, a 
lack of .sohd scholarship; c. good manners; d. 
mercantile, good fortune at sea; e. the prosper
~us servant; f. shi fty: 'chameleon'; g. unemo
tional;.5. quality: dry; 6. Zodiac : rules Gemini 
an.d Vu~o: the sexless planet; 7. symbol: cross 
(d1mens1ons, space) surmounted by a circle 
(sun), which, in turn , is surmounted by a cres
cent (moon) or wings (Mercury). 
Merlin · 
. l . the enchanter a nd counsellor of Arthu

nan romance is an amalgam of many traditions 
e.g.: a. the 'unfathered child' (sometime; 
thought of as begotten by an inc ubus on a holy 
n~~); b .. t~e demon Asmodeus, Solomon's fa
miliar spmt ; c. Scottish Lailoken, "wild man of 
the woods" and diviner ; d. the seer, relative of 
Uther Pendragon, who disclosed Arthur's royal 

lldll'ntage; he is connected with the enchanting 
I .uly of the Lake (v. Lake); 2. in the ballad
""' y of Sir Aldinger a small child (Merlin) over
mmcs the fa lse king's steward by giving him a 
•t ruke " his leggs a ll by the knee"; as a reward 
h~ hccomes the steward: traces of the supplant-
1 11~ of the sacred King, and the motif of the 
younger (brother) suppla nting the elder ; 3. W. 
Hluke: enslaved Imagination: enslaved by the 
I ady of the Lake (= matter), like Arthur, q.v. 
m•lin (small hawk) 

<i. Chaucer: "The merlion that peyneth 
himself ful ofte, the larke for to seke" (Pof 
139f.) 
m•maid 

I. general: 1. no distinction has been made 
between a mermaid or merman, since the es
sence is a near-human being whose natural hab
itat is the sea; 2. the old idea may have found a 
hack ing in the theory that every beast has its 
rnunterpart in the other elements, certainly in 
wa ter; so we have a sea-cow, a sea-horse, a sea
lion, etc. , even a sea-bishop; this theory necessi
tated the existence of a merman and mermaid ; 
.l. from the archetypal mermaid (sea-mother
~encration, etc.) the Aphrodite-story may be a 
rem nant : she has a mirror (self-knowledge, 
moon-disk, water-surface, or just vanity). a 
comb (to 'pluck her hair-strings' as a musician, 
or heartlessness) and golden ha ir (as sea-weed , 
ur sun-rays on the water); 4. fish-deities are as 
old as we can go back, e.g.: A. Babylon: Oannes, 
a civilizing god, who left the sea in the day
time, instructed man in the arts and agriculture, 
and returned to sea at night; he may be related 
to the Flood-fish-hero Noah (through Dagon): 
Dag = fish, and Noah = Oan(nes); Noah is also 
an agricultural-vine he ro; B. Syria: Atargatis (= 
Philistine Derceto), whose sacred animal was 
the fish (so 'unclean' : not to be eaten except as 
an offer ing on certain days), mother ·of Queen 
Semiramis, begotten from a human, whom she 
killed while exposing the child; C. Greek: 
Sirens, Nereids, and Tritio ns; D. the Celts have 
numberless stories about mermaids; E. M.A.: 
connected with the Marian-cult and the Muses, 
q.v.; 5. sacred to the mermaid were: the tunny, 
sturgeon, scallop, and periwinkle (all aphrodi
siacs); a nd the myrtle and palm ; 

II. characteristics: 1. they yearn for a soul 
(since Christian times); they can get one only 
through marriage with a mortal; 2. they have 
the power of prophecy (e.g. in the Nibelungen); 
3. they grant wishes; 4. listening to a mermaid's 
music causes madness, or sends a man to sleep; 
she then carries him off to a desert place, and 
wants his love on penalty of death; or she kills 
him off anyway; a milder fo rm is found in W.B. 

mermaid 

Yeats ("The Man Young and Old" 3); 5. they 
are often considered as the spirits of drowned 
sailors; 6 . they take terrible vengeance when in
jured or thwarted; 7. their life with human 
beings: a. she lives on la nd with a mor tal, who 
has secured her magic cap (shawl, etc.) without 
which she cannot return to the sea; b. she fa lls 
in love with a human being, is his wife fo r some 
time, and then, usually because of a breach of a 
compact, has to leave for the sea again; e.g. the 
Melusine; c. a mermaid (or man) entices a hu
man being to live with him or her under the sea 
(for a while); e.g. M. Arnold 's " Forsaken Mer
man"; 8. they are musicians, singers, and danc
ers; 9. they enjoy tempests and are sad in a 
calm sea; 10. it is generally their songs (especial
ly at night) which portend the storms; 11. (es
pecially mermen) they board ships at night, and 
weigh them down, sinking them; 12. for the 
Seal-people: v. Seal; 

111. symbolizes: I. power of song-magic: a. I 
" heard a mermaid on a dolphin's back Uttering 
such dulcet and harmonious breath, That the 
rude sea grew civil at her song": MND 2, 1; b. 
they ca n make the stars shoot " madly from 
their spheres, To hear the sea-maid's music" 
(id.); c. v. Mermaid's song below ; 2. the power 
of seduction: (seen as Sirens) "O, train me not , 
sweet mermaid, with thy note, To drown me in 
thy sister's flood of tears": Err. 3, 2; v. also 
3H6 3, 2; 3. sensual pleasure: a. as Siren in 
Dante (Purg. 19, 7-33; v. Siren) ; b. as a besti
ary-emblem (Physiologus): the 'deceitful lures 
of the flesh', or matter; 4. (fatal) allurements: 
e.g. a. "Clerk Colvin" (in a ballad) has an en
counter with a mermaid, and a strip from her 
'sark' bound round his head gives him his slow 
death, when he arrives home; b. therefore often 
the sign of a tavern or inn; the most fam ous was 
the literary club in Shakespeare's time; c. v. II; 
5. the element Water, so : matter, wisdom , 
(monster of) the unconscious, the lymphatic 
temperament; 6. prophet(ess) of human cala
mities: in many sailors' stories ; 7. M.A.: a. the 
dual nature of Christ; b. connected with St. 
Margaret, who triumphed over the sea ; coming 
from Asia Minor she may have been influenced 
by the local sea-<leit ies; c. often represented 
with St. Christopher: the man carrying the god, 
and the fish carrying a woman; d . Alexander 
had many encounters with merpeople; 8. print
ing: a mermaid is an old printer's sign (now still 
fo r Michael Joseph); 9. psych.: (Jung:) nixie , 
melusina, wood-nymphs, lamia, succubus, 
etc. are all manifestations of the 'anima' (as the 
opposite of the bird-ca tching 'animus'): the 
feminine and chthonic part of the male soul (v. 
Archetypes); 
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metal 

I 0. her.: a. eloquence; b. seafaring a nces
tors; l l. modern politics: a scrabbled mermaid 
was the sign of the Polish resistance movement 
in WW II (perhaps because of the mermaid of 
Warsaw); 12. D. Thomas: merman: a. embryo 
swimming in the sea of the womb ("Where once 
the waters"); b. 'fishermen o f mermen ': poets 
(" llow shall my animal"); 13. mermaid's song: 
a. extreme sensibility to nature and art, beauty 
person ified; b. something non-existent : J. 
Donne:_ "Teach me to hear mermaids singing", 
m a series of impossibili t ies ("Go ca tch a falling 
star"); c. related to Sirius, Ulysses, etc.; 15. v. 
Siren and Melusina. 
metal 

!. the clements or t he Underworld: a. 
wealth; b. war; c. eternity; 2. the senses· the 
'base' meta ls arc the fleshly lusts; 3. atcli'.: a. 
the quintessence of the 'baser' metals must 
be extracted and transmuted into 'hi!!her' 
metals = freeing creative energy from the sense
world = liberate them from the planetary influ
ences; b. the rising sca le, connected wit h the 
planets (metals are terrestrial or subterranea n 
planets): 

Saturn - lead 
Jupiter - tin 
Mars iron 
Venus copper 
Mercury mercury 
Moon silver 
Sun gold 
c. molten meta ls symbolize the conjunction or 
opposites (fire/water, solid/fluid, etc.), related 
to Mercury; 4. psych.: energy solidified, the 
Libido; 5. in the form of coins, t rinkets, keys, 
etc. they are taken from initiates as represent
ing their fixed habits, prejudices, etc. ; 6. for 
metal-workers: v. Blacksmith; 7. D. Thomas: all 
metals (iron, but a lso armour, etc.): the (hu
man) flesh; cf. 2; 8. v. individual metals. 
meteor 

I. from of old meteors have been regarded 
as a direct communication with, or a gift from, 
heaven; e.g. the Diana of the Ephesians, 't he 
image which fell down from Jupiter' (Acts 19, 
35) was probably a meteor; 2. they were also 
thought to be caused by 'exhalations' (vapours) 
drawn from the earth; ref. Caes. 2, I ; 3 . 
through its connection with heaven it is charged 
with power, which can be: a. unfavourable: a. an 
'astera lampron' was sent by Zeus as an omen 
to sailors and wide-capped warriors: Homer (IL 
4, 75ff.); b. King Harold's fears increased when 
he saw the meteor (or comet) at William of 
Normandy's landing (v. the Bayeux tapestry); 
b. favourable: fo lklore: a wish made when sec-
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ing a 'fa lling star' will be fulfilled: 4. v. A ero/11,. 
Come/, Siar. 
Michael 

I . angel of fire o r the sun; the name: "wh11 

is like the Lord'1"; 2. leader of the hosts o l 
heaven; 3. twin-brother of Satan, later his oppo 
nent (dragon-fighter); 4. he holds the secret o l 
the mighty 'word' by which God created heav 
en and earth; 5. he collected the dust from ti ll' 
four quarters and the centre of the eart h ( to 
gether number Five) for God to create Man: (l 
protector of the Hebrew nation; 7. on Doon" 
day he will blow the trumpet; but v. Gabr iel: X 
Milton: the angel sent to dispossess Adam and 
Eve from Paradise; 9. M.A.: the presiding spi111 
of Mercury; I 0. he ca rries a pair of scales as hi• 
leads the souls lo heaven, and at the La st Judv. 
ment will do so again, w ith the devil nea r hi m 
to claim h is share; 11 . emblem: sometime, a 
shell (pilgrimage to Mt. St. Michel in Britta ny ) 
Michaelmas 

I. feast of All Angels and St. Michael: Sep 
tcmber 29; 2. autum n and harvest fcsti vitie,, 
combined with mourning rites of ances tor 
wo rship; 3. England: a. one of the quarter-day,, 
so there is a danger from witches, and the rent 
to pay; b. e lection of ma!!istratcs; c . customary 
food: the goose. 
midnight 

I. the witches' hour: "The iron tongue ol 
midnight hath told twelve: lovers, to bed ; 't" 
almost fairy time": MND5, 1 ;2.theright time to 
gather magic dew: "where o nce Thou call 'd st 
me up at night to fetch dew !'rom the st ill 
vexed Bermoothes": Temp. I , 2; 3 . gloom, solt 
tariness: "Once upon a midnight dreary ... ": E. A 
Poe ("The Raven"); 4 . mortification: the Devil 
carries off Faustus at midnight: Marlowe; 5. 
secrecy, plots; 6. Q.T.: "r ise at midnight": to 
give thanks to the Lord: Ps. 119,62;7. Rome : 
Night = three watches: the 2nd ended at mid 
night; the th ird went o n till cock-crow. 
midsummer 

I. a ncient ly about J une 21st, now at St 
John 's (J une 24th): 2. the oak kings of the fir st 
hair of the year were sacrificially killed and/or 
burned, e.g. Samson, Balder; 3 . the Celtic 
Goddess Danu conquered Ireland at midsum 
mer: the triumph or sunshine and vegetation; 4 . 
G raeco-Roman: the day when Demeter sea rch
ed for Proserpina carrying a torch; 5. fire-fest i
val: a. bonfires on St. John's Eve. often func
t ioning as Need-fires (q.v.); b. a fiery wheel 
rolled downhill (it is a good portent if it keeps 
burnmg until it is below), or fiery disks thrown 
into the air; c. processions with torches were 
held, or people ran about and waved torches; d . 

1l.1111cs or prayers were held around them to 
111.1kc the rain cease and the hemp grow; 6. 
t hmtian: water-festival: John the Baptist; 7. 
I 11~land: one of the quarter-days with rent to 
11,1y and im porta nt witches' Sabbaths; also asso
' h1t ccl with Robin Goodfellow; 8. on Midsum-
1111•1 Eve eggs were broken to see what next 
y1'.1r's for tune would be, and branches were 
hung over doors for fer tility; 9. t he period of 
madness (q. v.). 
midwife 

I . notorious drinkers: "Like aqua-vitae with 
,1 1111dwife": Tw.N. 2, 5; 2. the fairies' midwife: 
queen Mab, q.v. 
m ilk 

I . t he most e lementary (and heavenly) nour
l~hmcnt, t he elixir of life : a. Christ as the Good 
Shepherd often carries a milk-bowl; b. the hcav-
1•nly Milky Lake, shadowed by the Tree of Life, 
h the source of all life; 2. regeneration; 3. 
,1•mcn : 4. abundance, fe rt ilit y : in icons flowing 
from a woman's breast; "the milk of ease" (J. 
hird: Broken Heart I, 2); a woman's milk is 
the most nourishing next to a goat's; 5. w is
dom: also in icons; 6. the milk of concord: 
Mac. 4 , 3; 7. the m ilk of human kindness, hu
man feeli ngs : Mac. l, 5; 8. truth, whiteness: 
" the milky head of reverend Pr iam": Ham. 2, 2; 
9. sacrificial: a. 0.T.: a kid may not be seethed 
111 its mother's milk (v. Goat): milk and mea t 
arc st ill separated by the Jews, since it fo rmed 
part of a Canaanite fertility-cult; b. Greek: one 
of the four libations: with water, honey, and 
oil; c. Vergil: warm milk and the blood of the 
dead was a funeral offering (Aen. 3, 64f.); 

IO. milk and honey: a. heavenly food; b. 
abundance: Canaan was promised as a land of 
milk and honey (Ex. 3, 8); c. sensual pleasure: 
milk and honey are under the tongue of the 
beloved in SoS 4, 1 l ; d. given to new-born ch il
dren; in I Peter 2, 2 the milk of the word must 
be fed to converts: perhaps a relic of an initia
tion-cult, in which the initiated were given milk 
and honey; 12. D. Thomas: " horny milk" (" My 
world is pyramid"): a. female secretion under 
sexual stimulus; b. related to the Egyptian 
cow-goddess Hathor; c. the milk of abundance; 
13. folklore: a woman's milk is very medicinal 
in itself (esp. for eye-trouble and po ison) and 
used in numerous compounds. 
milkmaid 

I. one of t he d isguises of Loki; 2. robust, 
though often not too discriminate, love and fe r
tility-symbol: (street-ballad) "But give me the 
Buxom Country Lass, Hot piping from the cow; 
That will take a touch upon the grass, Ay , mar
ry, and thank you too"; cf; Chr. Fry ("The 

mil l (er) 

Lady's Not for Burning", 3); 3. J. Joyce: the 
old milkwoman: Ireland; related to Ireland as 
cow. 
Milky Way 

I. origin: A. Egyptia n: a. the milk of the 
cow-goddess Hathor; b. corn dropped by Isis in 
her flight from Sct(h); B. Greek : a. milk from 
Rhea when she was fo rcibly suckling Zeus; b . 
milk fro m Hera when she was fooled into suck
ling Heracles and put him away suddenly, re
leasing a spur t of milk into space; c . when Hera
cles had taken more than he could swallow he 
coughed it up; d. milk from Venus ; ref. in D. 
Thomas's "The Seed at Zero"; e. a star escaped 
when Phaeton li t the universe and set ablaze the 
space over which it passed in its circular course; 
C. Celtic: "Gwydion's Castle" : the track he 
made while seeking Liew Liaw after his treach
erous death at the hands of Blodeuwedd; D. 
somet imes: sacred fires, or the semen o f the 
gods; 

2. function: A. the sacred river on which the 
divine child (abandoned) comes: v. Ark , etc.; B. 
path by which the souls ascend to heaven: a . 
Greek: track to the palace of the gods ; b . 
Rome: the road o n which the gods have t heir 
palaces, leading to the throne of the Thunderer 
Jove : "the Palatia of High Heaven" : Ovid 
(Metam. I, l 76ff.); c . Celt ic: Llug's cha in: the 
bridge between heaven and earth; d. fo lklore : 
"Watling Street" a long which the souls pass to 
heaven; C. Rome: t he residence o f the immortal 
heroes, where, disengaged from corporeal tics, 
t hey enjoy contemplating the universe; D. Teu
tonic: Odin's or Holde's Way; E . Christ ia n: a. 
St. Jamcs's Way ; b. "Walsyngham Way": it 
points towards the famous shr ine of Our Lady 
at Walsingham. 

millepedes 
I. t he uncanny associat io ns of Multiplicit y; 

2. Rome: used in aphrodisiacs. 
m itl(er) 

I. fertility : related to corn; v. also Mill
stone; Zeus, as fertili t y-god is a . miller : Lyco
phron (4 35); 2. a wheel: a. the sun: Samson, 
the sun-hero , was tied to "mill-wheels ; cf. lxion ; 
b. the revolving, 'whirling' heavens; c. time; any 
cyclic movement; d. retribution: " God 's mill 
grinds slow"; 3. (as a handm ill) the lowest occu
pation: a. God shall slay a ll the firs t-born: of 
Pharaoh on the t hro nc "even unto t he first born 
of the maidservant that is behind the mill": Ex. 
11, 5; b. Gracco-Roman: the work o f slaves: 
" He is mourned at the mill, he is mourned a t 
the mess": both slaves and freemen; 4. speed: 
"thou didst vent thy groans As fast as mill
wheels strike" (water): Temp. I, 2 ; 5. greed: 
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millet 

"MiUs and wives arc ever wanting" (proverb)· in 
Langland (Pierce Pl. Bk. 2) he occurs in a grdup 
of people notorious for extortion; 6. M.A.: the 
Gospel; 7. W. Blake: a. logic, as a feeble protec
tion_ against Passion; b. 'the mill of the mind': 
the industrial machine (mill= factory): habitual 
an_d uncreative thinking: "These dark Satanic 
mills" ("Milton"); cf. W.B. Yeats: "An Acre of 
Grass"; 8. folklore: a. as the miller of the village 
often had the function of banker as well, lend
ing_ out seeding-corn for shares in the crop, 
domgwell when the rest did not, ("Every hon
est ~n11lcr has a go lden thumb"), plus his awe
mspumg machinery inside the mill, made peo
ple endow him with supernatural powers· they 
could often be explained only by his being in 
league With the Devil ; all of which gave rise to 
numerous folk-tales, in which a miller plays a 
Satanic part; b. childlore: a boy whose first 
~ame IS M ~ller, will invariably get the epithet 

Dusty" Miller (like "Pincher" Martin, "Spud" 
Murphy, etc.); 9. v. Grinding. 
millet 

. a millet-sheaf in the hand of a woman typi
fies Prescrva t ion. 
m illstone 

l. Germ.: Frodc's magic mills tone ground 
by the two gia nt maidens Fenja and Mcnja pro
duced gold, ~ill he became greedy, a~d it 
brought forth I rre and salt: spring-fertility going 
through scorching midsummer and ending in 
barren autumn, etc.; 2. heavy burden ; 3. hard
ne_ss, crusher: "As hard as a piece of nether 
millstone": Job 4 1, 24; 4. punishment: Ma t
thew .. t8, 6; 5. martyrdom; 6. excessive laugh
ter. Your eyes drop millstones when fools' 
eyes_ drop tear~" : R3 I , 3; also Troil. I, 2; 7. 
her.· a. determination, quietly going one's own 
way; b. two stones: mutual converse o f human 
society; 8. proverb: "The lower millstone grinds 
as well as the upper". 
mimosa 

, . 1 .. a, large su .. -family of the pea-family; they 
mim ic animal sensibility: they make sleep 

movements under the influence of light and 
dark as '';'ell as_ mechanical st imuli; therefore 
they are sens11_1ve plants' (esp. the M. pudica 
and the M. sens1t1va); 2. sensitiveness; 3. fast idi
ousness; 4. exqu isiteness: they have little practi
~I use; 5. emblem of Australia (especially aca
cias) and South-Africa. 
mince-pie 

folklore: whoever eats one mince-pie on 
each of the Twelve Days of Christmas, will have 
twelve ~appy, months (in old calendars those 
twelve extra days often typified the other 
twelve months). 
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miner 

I· he extracts (spiritual) values from an ell' 
ment, like the Fisherman; 2. related to Mars; l 
very often shares the symbolism of Blacksmith 
q.v.; 4. 111 folk-tales the miners arc often dwarf 
who posse_s~ in~inite, but seldom lasting, richc:· 
earth fertihty is temporary, though it alway~ 
returns. 
m innow 

. extreme insignifica nce: "Hear you tlu' 
Triton of the minnows", said by Coriolanus ol 
~-loud-mouthed insignificant politician : Cor. .l, 

Minotaur 

I. for general symbolism v. Bucentaur Mon 
sters, Thread, and Labyrinth; 2. Dante: blood 
thirsty violence and brutality (Inf. c. 12). 
minstrel 

. I. ,for gcneral_symb_olism v. Bard; 2. N.T.: 111 
Jarrus house he is a hrred mourner: there were 
at least two Outc-players and one female wailer 
e.g. Matth. 9, 23; 3. G. Chaucer: those who 
were drunk and disorderly were taken to ja il 
preceded by minstrels to draw attention to 
the1r disgrace ("Cook's Talc"); 4. the shepherds 
(q.v.) of the Nativity-scene were (accompanied 
by) Minstrels; 5. the minstrels of God: beggars 
(e.g. Langland: Pierce Pl. Bk. 13). · 
Minstrel, The. (Tarot) 

I. other names: The Magician, the Magus, 
The _Juggler. Bagattel; 2. represented: a man of 
varying age , who wears a robe (or a parti-<:ol· 
?urnd dress); he holds a (phallic) wand (clubs) 
m his hand and lo?ks at the other suit-emblems 
lymg _on a table m front of him; the table is 
sometimes adorned with rams' heads at the cor
ners; on (or' over) his head he has the lying 8 
(math._ symbol for eternity), or a hat the brim 
of_ which is shaped thus; sometimes he is the 
m 1trcd archpriest of The lovers; he sometimes 
wea~s a serpent biting its own tail (eternity) as a 
belt, 3. denotes: a. the Magician, introducing us 
into the Mys teries of the Tarot (the card is the 
first of the Major Arcana), of Wisdom, of Su
preme Ar_t; he is the great 'Enchanter'; b. (su
pe_r)conscmusness; c. the enquirer, the H. Pil
gr im; man m his struggle with occult powers· d 
the man~festation of the Emperor before 'hi~ 
un_m~ wit~ the Archpr iestess; he has a strong 
aft m1ty with the (poetic) fool; e. astrol.: Mer
cury _(who brings out the mysterious Graces of 
fert1hty); sometimes Sun. 
mint (herb) 

I. virtue; 2. the Bible: a. one of the 'bitter 
herbs' with which the Paschal lamb was eaten. 
II also_ was ~n ingre.d ient in the Eleusinia; 
Mysteries; b. II grows in such smaJI qua ntities, 

ll1.1t 11 was ridiculous of the Farisees lo demand 
11th1•, of them (as of anise and cummin): Ma tth. 
1 I. 23: growing to one ounce in weight, it 
11111\umcs a pound of water: Sir Th. Browne 
CC ;;mien of Cyrus); 3. by some of the ancients it 
la rnnsidered an aphrodisiac (e.g. Apuleius: 
"111cnt ha venerea"), but by others the opposite: 
th•• 'ccd is lost in a liquid state of the penis, 
1•wn preventing erection (Hippocrates); general
ly rnnsidered a restora tive; v. also Spearmint; 4. 
11 t111bute of the Virgin Mary. 
mirror (looking glass) 

I. reflexion: (self-)conscious11ess. the ego, 
"'" realization, examination of the self as dis
' 11nnccted from the surrounding universe, or in 
th1• universe; introspection: when a man is in
•tructcd a nd does not act accordingly, he is like 
.1 man "beholding his natural face in a glass" 
!Introspect ion) and as soon as he has looked 
.1way, forgets what he looked like (James l, 
J .H.); 2. the appearance a nd disappearance of 
11hjccts in the phenomena l world: a. Creation: 
(Aquinas) God contempla tes his own mind in 
l11s creation "as in a mirror"; b. imagination ; 3. 
lnilh, wisdom: a. emblem of Truth and Pru-
1lcnce (as self-knowledge); b. many gods are 
'hown as contemplating themselves in mirrors; 
1· Wisdom is "the unspotted mirror of God's 
majesty": Wisdom 7, 26; d. mirrors used to be 
made of burnished metal, giving none too clear 
rcnex ion: e.g. " now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face": the 'glass' may 
he nature in which God is renected, or truth 
( I C'or. 13, I 2); e. the devil (or Ev

0

il) dares not 
look in a mirror; seeing itself kills the basilisk; 
4. contemplation: in Dante (Purg. 27) the at· 
tribute of Rachel (= Contemplative Life) is a 
mirror; 

5. God: Dante (Par. 15 , 62): wherein our 
thoughts arc renected before they arc even 
for med in our minds; 6. fertilily, love: a. a fer· 
tility-<:harm in Greece; b. "an amorous look
ing-glass": R3 I, I; c. emblem of Lust ('Luxu
ria'); d. holding a mirror to someone is the job 
of a lover (or a slave): Ovid (De Arte Am. I , 
305ff.); e. v. Lorca below; 7. reflexio n of one's 
inner self, feelings, memories: a. unconscious 
memories: mirrors often reflect things or per
sons they renected long ago; b. of inner sorrow: 
"even in the glasses of thine eyes 1 sec thy 
grieved heart": R2 I , 3; 8. soul: a. a looking
glass absorbs the souls of people looking into 
them; b. sy mbol of the multiplicity, mobility, 
and ability of the soul; c. the door through 
which the soul frees itse lf by passing (L. Car
roll); 9. virginily: a. looking-glasses have tradi
tionally been associated w ith virginity: e.g. 

mist 

"crack the glass of her virginity and make the 
rest malleable": Per. 4, 5; b. tester of chastity; 
c. attribute of the Virgin Mary; 

I 0. arl: "hold the mirror up to nature" 
(about play-acting) : Ham . 3, 2; 11. paragon: 
"the glass of fashion" (Ham. 3, I): someone 
everybody tries to imitate; cf. HS 2 , Chor.; 12. 
binary, like Echo, twins, thesis and antithesis; 
13. lunar, feminine pride: a. because of its 
shape; b. it a lso reflects light; c. emblem of 
Pride; d. att ribute of witches and mermaids; e. 
effeminacy: Otho was as proud of his mirror as 
Turnus of Actor's spear (Vcrgil: Aen. 12, 94; 
Juvenal: Sat. 2, 99); 14. seduction: Pasiphae 
carr ied a mirror into the mountains to seduce 
the bull: Ovid (De Arte Am. I , 305ff.); 

15. a child: "Thou art thy mother's glass 
and she in thee Calls back the lovely April of 
her prime": Sonn. 3; also Lu er. I 758ff., and R3 
2, 2; 16. life: a looking-glass is often held be
fore the mouth of a person dying to see if (s)hc 
still breathes (e.g. in W.B. Yeats's "Countess 
Cathleen"); 17. W. Blake: lhc mirror of God = 
man; 18. F.G. lorca: the n"lirror of love; the 
Great Mirror: blue heaven, life, of which the 
negative correspondence in 1he earthly paradise 
is the sea (El Lucifer azul) and the moon; 19 . 
folklore : a. soul: if you look into a mirror you 
do not sec yourself, but your soul ; therefore a 
mirror must be veiled, or turned , after a death 
(q.v.); b. often a mirror 'smokes' before it 
shows the past, present, or future; c. making 
faces at yourself scares the (D)evil in you off; 
done on three successive nights it cures warts; 
d. breaking a mirror means seven years of bad 
luck ; e. among actors it is unlucky to look into 
a mirror over someone's shoulder, so that both 
are rcnectcd. 
mist 

I . (like cloud) a veil of a (sup reme) deity; 2. 
the cause of fertility: a. "And there went up a 
mist from the earth and watered the whole face 
of the ground": Gen. 2, 6 (A.V.) ; b. Caba la: a 
rising mist is the female principle in nature de
siring the male; 3. 'mist of fire': state following 
the cosm ic state of chaos = Earth ; 4. state of 
indetermination: between formal and informal, 
between air and water, etc.; 5. related to the 
merfolk and Thetis (in Homer rising from the 
sea "like a mist"); 6. care: "If the heart of man 
is dcprest with cares, Them ist is dispelled when 
a woma n appears": J. Gay ("The Beggar's 
Opera" 2, 3); 7 . R. Browning: "mist in the 
face": approach ing death ("Prospicc"); 8. prov
erb : "When the m ist comes from the hill, Then 
good weather it doth spill; When the mist 
comes from the sea, Then good weather it will 
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mistletoe 

be"; 9. v. Fog and Cloud. 
mistletoe 

I. general: a. semi-parasit ic evergreen plants 
belonging to the Loranthaceae (mistletoe) fami
ly; the traditional mist letoe of litera ture is the 
'V iscum album'; in Great Brita in it is generally 
found on apple-trees, only rarely on the oak , 
with which it is usually associated ; bu t it is 
most revered when found on oak : also poplars, 
willows, lime, mou ntain ash , a nd maple func
tion as hosts; when growing too pro fuse ly it 
may kill its host : b. especia lly in winter its yel
lowish green leaves, and the yellow !lowers (ap
pearing later in winter) contrast sharply with 
the naked trees; it has white berries filled with a 
viscous, transparent pulp, used as bird-lime 
('bird-lime twig'); c. it is pla nted o n the oak by 
thunder ; 2. the plant is the oak's genitals: the 
juice of its berries is the oa k-sperm , having re
generative powers; lopp ing off the mistletoe is a 
form of (ritua l) emasculat ion ; the sperma l vis
cosity of the ber ries is the life-vehicle; 3. it is 
related to the death of the oak-fertility-king: a. 
Aeneas visiting the U ndcrworld (= the su n
hero's 'death', while his substitu te really dies) 
held a mistletoe to ensure a safe return : winter
bloom sustaining the sun(-king) through the 
darkness of winter and ensuring the sun's return 
in spring; however, some reject the idea of the 
mistletoe being the Golden Bough (among 
o ther things) on the grounds that it is described 
as "Like a mistletoe"; b. Germanic: of all na
ture the mistletoe was the only thing tha t had 
no t promised to kill or harm Balder , and so was 
used by his enemy; it killed Ba lder in revenge 
for being slighted as too unim portant to take 
the oath; or it had no t sworn, because it was 
between Heaven and Earth ; c. Druid : subst i
tut e-sacrifice: the mistletoe was cut with a gold 
(sun) sickle (moon) from an oak of 30 years' 
growth , on the 6th day of the moon (when it is 
st rongest); the mistletoe indicated that the tree 
was sacred , as the lightning had singled it ou t ; 
the cutting was fo llowed by the sacrifice of two 
white bulls, whose horns ha d never been bound 
before (full fertili ty), and prayers for prosperi
ty : Pliny (16, 95); d. some suggest that it may 
have been the ' May-tree', whose daughter was 
the May-Queen: the male leader (Hercules-type) 
of the orgiastic r ites had 12 archer-companions , 
performing an a nnual green-wood marriage with 
the Maid Maria n-Queen; mistletoe, then , was 
one of his fertility-emblems; 4. its powers: a. 
regeneration: it cures sterility , has pha llic pow
ers and thus resto res fam ily-life; b. (by sympa
thetic magic) it ca n be used to discover hidden 
treasures of go ld ; c. it prevents all kinds of poi
son ; 
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5. it symbolizes: a . immortality : it " .11 1 
evergreen , and , with the oa k, covers thl' 11111 
round of the sun in a year; b. as a paras11t 11 
may first enhance wha t it kills later ; c. the h1111 
ry: the Celestial Twin: the leaves and bc11 II 
grow in pairs; d. a to nemen t, goodwill, rccom 111 
a tion (of opposites); e. fire: (Ro me) it cont.1111 
the seed o f fire , since it is planted by lightn1111• 
f. snare: when it came into existence, I In 
martin realized the danger of its glue, but 11 
wa rnings were not heeded by the ot her birth 
Aesop; g. witchcraft: a gloomy forest , fit I 111 
witchcraft, is described as " Overcome \~11h 
moss a nd baleful mistletoe": Tit. Andr. 2, 3. h 
folklore: a. llcal-All: 'sacred to physic' (I 
Webster); b. bringer of fertili ty: (as Christm.1 
decora tion ) carrying (sun-)fcrtility through " ' 
period of weakness; c. the Kissing Bough (,1 
typical English custom) : a girl standing under 11 
cannot refuse to be kissed; sometim es a boy ' ' 
then a llowed to pluck a (symbolic) berry ; som•· 
times it ensures marr iage; d. as a n a mulet 11 
promotes conception in women; e. peace (Scan 
dinavian): a bunch hung out side the door d• 
notes a safe welcome; e. protect ive: aga1m1 
lightning, witches, and evil spirits; 7. v. Bald1·1 
and Bough. 
mitre 

I . origin of the bishop's mitre: a. it resc111 
bles the fi sh-head masks of the pries ts of As,y 
ria n Ea-Oannes; perhaps it was later adopted h) 
the Jews as an emblem of authority; Christ " 
also a fish (ichthys) god ; b. it wa s ancien t!)• 
worn mainly by women; c. it may also hav•· 
been derived from a conical Phrygian headdrcs,, 
which was split up into t iara and mitre ; d 
ctym.: Gr. 'rn itra': headband or headdress; 2 
later explanations: a. the two horns of Moses. 
b . the Old and the New Testament ; 3. othc1 
form : Dionysus-Bacchus wore a m itre in the 
form of a serpe nt : eternal you th and rejuvcna 
tio n. 
mocking-bird 

I . m imicry ; 2. courage in the defence of its 
nest; 3. T.S. Eliot: " Will heat move Only 
through the mocking-bird Heard once '!" 
(" Landscapes" 2). 
mole (animal) 

I . bl ind ness: a. in Egyptian mythology it 
stands for b lindness; b. blind humanity: Win: 
4 , 3: " I will br ing these two mo'ies, these blind 
ones, aboard him" ; 2. idolatry, lies; held in the 
grea test awe by the superstit ious Magi for di
vinitory purposes; 3. wisdom from the under
world, ferti lity: seed to uched by its forequar
ters is more fert ile (Pliny 18, 45); 4 . avar ice : a 
mole is a steed for Avarice in a medieval icon ; 
5. indust ry: cf. Ham. I , 5; 6. keen hearing: 

1•1,1y you, tread softly, that the blind mole 
111 .1 ~ 1101 Hear a foot fall": Temp. 4 , I ; Pliny 
111 . 1111 ; 7. connected with witches as _a worker 
111 d 11 i..ncss: "The an t, and the mole sit both m 

1 11,:1c And frog peeps out o' the foun ta in" : B. 
1,, 11,01~ (" The Masque of Queens"); 8. destr_uc-
111111 , death : a. frequents burial places and rums; 
It 111 the day of the Lord the people will throw 
thi•ir idols "to the moles and bats": Isa. 2, 20 ; 9 · 
1 ,11 1111ncss; IO. molehill: a. " to be set on a mole
hill" : derision : "Come make him stand upon 
1111, molehill That raught (" reached) at moun-
1.1111s with outstretched arms": 3H6 l, 4 ; b. 
(l.11 cr in the same play: 2, 5) King Henry sat on 
, 1111·, wishing for death an_d the end of t~e un~ 
11.11ural war, envying the simple shepherds ltfe, 
, pride and ambition: Middleton ("A Game of 
1 hcss" 4 , 4 ); d. vict im of man-oppressed earth, 
who kills the mole for presumptio n: Per. I ,_ I ; 
11 . folklore: used in many (magical) prescnp-
11ons, a nd ominous. 
mole (skin mark) 

1 universally a mark for recogn11to n of 
1111111-'lost relations: e.g. Cymbeline recognizes 
u 11c of his sons thus; 2. knowledge of a secret 
mole is proof of having intimate (carnal) knowl
n lge of ano ther person: e.g. a "cinque-spotted" 
mole " like the crimson drops I'the bottom of a 
rnwslip" was the proof of Iac~im o_ having en-
1oycd the pleasures of Imogen s intimate com
pany: Cymb. 2, 2; 3. folklore: a. luck: hatrs 
~rowing from them are often regarded as good 
luck signs; b. the position on the ~ody shows 
which planet influe nces over the persona hty; _c. 
they show the future, or prom inent charactens
tics; 4. Birthmark. 
moly 

1. Homer: the herb given to Odyss~us by 
llermes (since mortals ca nnot uproot 1\), to 
break the enchantment of Circe and return his 
companions to their human form : antidote 
(Od. JO , 302-6); its root is 30 feet long; 2. 
Ovid: the "god's name" for a white !lower on a 
black root (Metam. 14 , 292) ; even though 
Homer and Theophrastus gave it that colo_ur, 
the Greeks also sa id it had yellow !lowers (Pliny 
25, 8). 

m o nster 

another a falcon (also the element air) ; 5 . las
civiousness: "were they .. .. as hot (= lecherous) 
as monkeys": 0th. 3, 3; also "Goats a nd mon
keys" (0th. 4. I) as sy mbols of. lust; v. also 
Langland (Pierce Pl. Bk: 3); 6. flattery, hypo: 
crisy: attribu te of DisS1Inula t1o n; 7. ~,eddler · 
"on meddling monkey or on busy ape :_ MN_D 

2, 1; 8 _ inconstancy: attr i_bute; _9 . avan~e: m 
one medieval psychornaclua (with a ll female 
personifica tions) Avarice is seated on a mon-
key, fac ing the back; . 

10. melancholy: "As melancholy ~s a sick 
monkey" (standing phrase); l _I. pnde: m one of 
Aesop's "Fables" a monkey 1s _so prepostero~s: 
ly proud that it is foo led by a tox; 12. 1do lat.y. 
emblem ; 13. misdirected love: when monkeys 
produce twins, they smother one to death 
through love, while the o ther becom~s healthy 
through neglect: Aesop ; I~ . an_c1ently: a. 
Egypt: held in great veneration; t~om Egypt 
they crossed to the Island of P1thekoussa, 
named after them ; b. Rome: a bad o men to 
meet o ne when leaving the house; l 5. W. 
Blake (es~ecially the Baboon): in !ti_s Heaven he 
sees monkeys, as Established Rehg1on , devour
ing each other ("The Marriage of Heaven and 
Hell"); 16. v. Ape and Baboon . 
monotith .. 

1. Egyptia n hier. : a. associated with Osms, 
since the reassembling of his members --:as ac
compa nied by the erection of a monolith ~ b. 
the meaning of 'to last'; 2. solar ; 3. m_ascuhnc, 
procreation (like menhirs); 4 . r_csurrectlo n , eter
nal life; 5. unity: the opposite of_ the_ world 
'fallen" into disint egration; 6. pnm 111ve hfe. 
monster 

l . primordial life; 2. the cosmic forces at a 
s tage one step removed from· chaos , from the 
non-formal potentialities; 3. heroes (Kmghts) 
fighting monsters exacting tribute (e.g . t~e 
Minotaur, St. George's dragon, etc.) : a. _cosmic_: 
the primordial sacrifice (q.v.) '. the evil dem1-
urge a nd redemption; b. social: a state op
pressed by a tyrant, plague, drought , etc. (the 
tyrant is often im potent, causing the Lack of 
fert ility); c. psych.: the p~edo~~-nce, of th_e 
baser forces in man, to which his finer s1d~ is 
sacrificed: they are fo ught by his spmtual side 

monkey 
I . imitat ion : attribute o f Comedy; v. ~Is? 

Aesop's "Fables", 49 ; also attribute of Art (1m1-
ta tio n) ; 2. dancing: according to _Aesop the best 
dancer of the animals; 3. mahc1ousness, petty 
theft , or petty-mindedness in general: the baser 
forces of man in a small way; 4 . the sanguine 
temperament : in the 15th cent. "Livre des 
Heures" the Sanguine Temperament of_man has 
a monkey (= element air) as an attribute; m 

(= 'Knight'); 4 . heroes rescuing maidens from 
monsters: the hero striving to dethrone the 
(Sacred Sun-)King by killing him as a 'm~nster'; 
he is the maiden's father , and by marrying the 
daughter he becomes King himself; 5. very of
ten these legends are connected with the num
ber Seven (years, victims, etc.): conquering the 
evil inlluence of the planets (= the instincts and 
baser forces); 6. the Libido, or products of the 
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monument 

unconscious; 7. instincts which h inder man to 
see truth, heightened desire , improper inten
tmns, etc.; 8. forms: a. the head animal and the 
body human: the base fo rces in man carried to 
their logica l extreme; b. the body animal and 
th~ head human: mere predominance of the 
animal side, baser nature; 9. v. Dragon, Giant 
etc. • 
monument 

tears seen as monuments : "Poor wasting 
monuments of lasting moan": Luer. 798· v also 
2H6 3, 2. ' . 
moon 

.1. as an elementary sy mbol it stands for op
~osmg values: female and male, fluid and vola
tile, constancy and inconstancy , etc.; 

~· sex in mythology: I. female: A. Egypt: a. 
the left eye' of Horus, whereas the right eye is 
t?e sun; b. the cow-goddess Hathor, later identi
fied with Isis; c. the seat of one of the furies: 
she was placed on the moon, so that no miscon
duct on earth could escape her; B. Babylonian: 
Ishtar; C. Greece: the Tri-form goddess (New, 
Full, and Old Moon), most clearly related with 
the Virgin, Woman, Crone phases of the Great 
Goddess; she is also Termagant = Trivaga nt' = 
'thrice-roving'; sometimes she is dual: Diana of 
the Crossways; a. the Virgin Artemis (Cynthia 
Diana, Phoebe), the Fatal Huntress; her 'manly: 
characteristics may have ca used the moon to be 
co.nsidered as bisexual, androgynous: either the 
original view, or a synthesis of· these female and 
male characterist ics, of which the 'male' are 
remnants of a more matriarchal society; or be· 
cause the moon is sometimes considered the 
Egg of the World; the phase corresponds with 
Kore, the celestial aspect; b. Selene (Helena 
L~na) kissing the sleeping fields (Endymion)~ 
this phase corresponds with earthly Aphrodite; 
c. Hecate: the crone of witchcraft; the infernal, 
underworld aspect ; corresponding with Deme
ter; d. (later) daughter of Hyperion and Theia 
she was the greatest divinity next to the sun· 
Macrobius held , that a ll deities could be related 
to those two; some of the 'Orientals' honoured 
her as Urania; D. Christian: the Virgin Mary as 
Queen of Heaven; II. male: A. ancient Semitic: 
the god Shahar , called Ab in his paternal aspect, 
Wadd ('loving') as his 'anima' (perhaps a rem
na~t of the preceding female form), and Warah 
as wanderer'; B. Egypt: Ah (as later Khonsu), 
associa led with Thoth, awakener and path find· 
er; C. Babylonian : the great god Sin, whose 
sacred abode was Mt. Sinai; he is the 'father' of 
Ishtar; his worship greatly influenced the He· 
brew religion (e.g. the observation of the Sab
~ath) ; he later merged with Marduk; D. the 
Man in the Moon': v. below; 
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. 3. abode of the dead: a. Greek (and Egyp 
!Ian): abode of those who had been good on 
earth (especia lly the New Moon); they en1oy 
perfect t ranquility, and give oracles to tho1c 
still on earth ; its terrifying shape serves to scan· 
off those who have no right to dwell there· b 
Gnostic: the celestial ship carrying the depar;ed 
souls; 4. a cup conta ining ambrosia, or mead of 
the gods (v. also Jack and Jill) ; 5. the door 
(Diana = lana = fem. Ja nus): the dividing-line 
between what is unchangeable (above it) and 
what is transitory (below it); 

6. maternal, fem inine: a. women (and the 
sea) move with a lunar rhythm: passivity; b. the 
matrix, casket, symbo l of containment fecun
dity; c. enveloping, protective: the Chu;ch, the 
Nation, etc.; d. matter (in alch. one of the 
names of Prime Matter), to which the Sun gives 
form ; e. soul, psyche; f. the unconscious the 
o.ccult side of nature, (beside the fiery , a~tivc 
side. of . the sun) of the manifest world ; g. as 
med1atrix (v. 5) she d istributes rain, fertilit y, 
etc.; so the moon is connected with water 
(again Prime Matter): moon-goddesses are often 
represented as 'bathing' (e.g. the Actaeon
myth); h. the phases of life: periodic creation 
and rncreation (v. a lso W.B. Yeats below); i. 
guardrnn of memory a nd hereditary qualities;j. 
the Full Moon eases childbirth (since Greece); 

7. fluid: a. it influences all the fluids in the 
human body (beside menstruation), so also the 
'humours' in man; if she would not shine our 
bodies would dehydrate; b. it influence; the 
fluids on earth (beside the tides, rain, etc.): 
lobsters, oysters, leaves, etc. grow at the rising 
moon, and decrease at the waning moon; c. 
adaptation ; 8. lunacy: a. the dismembermen t
myths (Osiris, Zagreus, Pentheus, Orpheus, Ac
taeon), generally performed by women in a 
bacchantic frenzy, may be related to the phases 
of the moon; b. in the Bible the moon is be· 
lieved to regulate the periods of epilepsy (a 
fo rm of ' lunacy'); c. "It is the very error of the 
moon, She comes more near the earth than she 
was wont , And makes men mad": Oth. 5, 2; d. 
imagination, poetic inspiration (v. Jack and 
Jill), a poetic 'frenzy'; 

9. magic: a. Hebrew amulets were usually 
moon-shaped: "their round tires like the 
moon": Isa. 2, 18; b. medicinal herbs gathered 
at moonlight are the most potent: "all the sim
ples (= herbs) that have virtue under the 
~oon": Ham. 4, 7; c. "Fairy elves, Whose mid
night revels, by a forest side Or fountain some 
belated peasan t sees, Or dreams he sees while 
overhead the moon Sits arbitress": Milto~ (Par. 
L. l , 7~lff.); d. connected with ghosts: "What 
may this mean, That thou, dead corse, again in 

wmplete steel Revisit'st thus the glimpses of 
thl' moon, Making night hideous?": Ham. I , 4 ; 
hr~1llcs, moonlight provides immortality; e. 
11111onbcams are fairies' food; 10. constancy: in 
tin· Bible: of death, promises, etc.: 'as long as 
thl' moon exists'; 11. inconstancy: "O, swear 
11111 by the moon, the inconstant moon, That 
monthly changes in her circled orb, Lest that 
thy love prove likewise variable": Rom. 2 , I ; 
12. chL3tity: as Virgin.goddess (especially the 
I ·rl'Scent): a. " the chariest maid is prodigal 
1•nough If she unmask her beauty to the 
moon": Ham. I , 3; b. "Queen, a nd Huntress, 
d1.1ste, and fair , ... ": B. Jonson ("Cynthia's 
Kl·vels": Hesperus's Hymn); 13. anti-chastity: 
(11s Aphrodite) a. "The moon , methinks, looks 
with a wat'ry eye: And when she weeps, weeps 
1•very little flower , Lamenting some enforced 
d1astity": MND 3, 1; b. the New Moon was 
ol"ten a time for marriage, e.g. for Theseus' mar· 
r1age (MND 3, I) ; 14 . the Shepherd of the 
Sta rs, the awakener and assembler; 

15. death (another aspect of the Great God
<lc~s): a. four moons in the sky, and a fifth 
whirling around "the other four in wondrous 
motion" portended K. John's dea th (K. John 4, 
2); b. "the moon is down" in Macbeth inaugu
rates Duncan's death (2, I) ; c. in D.G. Rosset
ti's "My Sister's Sleep" there was a halo round 
the moon on the night of her death; 16. disas· 
ters: a moon as 'blood' is a sign of the coming 
of the day of the Lord (Joel 2, 3 1), and is often 
uccompanied by the sun's eclipse. and falling 
stars predicting earthly disasters (e.g. Rev. 6, 
12f.); 17. silence: 'amid the friendly silence of 
the still moon': Vergil (Aen. 2, 255); 18. music: 
the phases of the moon may have influenced 
the shape of musical instruments; 19. the alpha· 
bet: a. the phases of the moon may have influ
enced the characters of the Hebrew alphabet ; b. 
corresponds with the Greek vowel alpha; 

20. Christian: a. the Virgin Mary; b. the 
Church : reflecting the light of Christ ; c. Syna· 
gogue: as the opposite of the Church, and 
bound by New Moon festivities; d. the Crucifix· 
io n of Christ's humanity, whereas the sun 
symbolizes his divinity; e. the Limbo of the 
Moon: on it are treasures wasted on earth (bro
ken vows, etc.: v. Limbo); 21. a/ch.: a. Prime 
Matter; b. the volatile: mutable; c. silver; 22. 
astrol.: a. the female principle as well as lustral 
water, the mystic centre of the 11 . Grail; b. 
Zodiac: rules Cancer; c. Ptolemy: governs the 
diseases of the stomach, the womb, the ' left
hand parts', sometimes melancholy; d. corre· 
spondences: a. hum our : cold, moist; b. colour: 
white; c. metal: silver ; d. gem : opal or pea rl; e. 

moon 

day: Monday; f. plants: seaweed, melon, cu
cumber, mushroom , peony, water-cress, water
lily, pumpkin, strawberry, primrose, sorrels, 
wild thyme, vio let, and poppy; g. places : sew
ers; h. gifts: imagination , travel, carelessness; 
sin: laziness; 23. psych.: (Jung) certain aspects 
of the unconscious: the sun is a type of God, 
the moon of man: because of its changefulness 
(mortality, death); 

24. special literary meanings: A. W. Blake: 
Beulah, the Passions, Love, Ideal Marr iage, a 
beautiful and enduring reflection of the True 
Ligh t; B. W.B. Yeats : the Phases in man and 
Mankind (v. also Elemen ts): phase I: dark ness, 
human life cannot exist ; phases 2-8: man's in
carnat ions are dominated by an imal happiness; 
phases 9- 11 : tragic, handsome heroes dominate 
('cat-o-nine-tails of the mind'); phases 12-14: 
terror of approaching extinction of body, yet 
increasing physical beauty: 12. the hero's cres
cent : he must grow though 'helpless as a worm'; 
13: the soul at war with its own being; 14: 
frenzy of the soul about to die in the labyrinth 
of itself; phase 15: pure subjectivity, when 
nothing is apparenl , but dream ing Will and the 
Image that it dreams; then contemplation and 
desire, united into one; inhabit the world, 
where every beloved image has bodily form, 
and every bodily fo rm is loved; this love knows 
nothing of desire; in this phase human life is 
not possible: body vanishes (perfection is ill"!
possible in the world); the interpretating gyres 
reverse: pure soul, the dancer (organic unity) 
emerges; phases 17-22: reformer, merchant, 
statesman, learned man, dutiful husba nd and 
wife; phases 23·28: spiritual revelation, period 
of the Hunchback (26, q.v.), the Saint (27), and 
the fool (28); C. J. Joyce: isolation: wanders 
companionless; D. F.G. Lorca: the poet moves 
in a perpetual night, haunted by the terror 
which supposes the arrival of inimical dawn; he 
always describes moony nights: feminine but 
barren, since the moon is the only 'door' which 
is open to the beloved (the other, in one poem, 
a girl but she lies dead), full of cold images, 
petrifaction (e.g. frozen fruit), death; the 
moon is "a stone without seed"; E. T.S. Eliot: 
lunar synthes.is: moonlight changes, dissolves 
and gives coherence, e.g. to disconnected 
images, especially of memory ; the opposite is 
the Fog ("Rhapsody") ; r. D. Thomas: moon
shine: a. illicit. mountain-distilled spirits; b.· im· 
agination; c. "signal moonshine" ; the ninth 
month, or zero hour (zero= womb and moon); 
"conceiving moonshine": fert ility; d. sterility: a 
'seedless stone'; e. regularity, order of life; f. 
guardian of dreams, romance; g. marks the pas· 
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Moon, The-

sage of Time and Death; 
25. red moon: a. in B. Jonson's "The 

Masque of Queens" a sign o f the activity of 
witches; b. v. 16 for disasters; it generally pre
dicts war; 26. Man in the Moon (v. also 3): A. 
Dante followed the medieval tradition that it 
was Cain going with a bundle of thorns to sacri
fice (e.g. Par. C. 2); B. nursery-rhymes: a. he 
was banished to the moon for strewing the 
church-path with tho rns to hinder people at
tending mass; ref.: "The man in the moon was 
caugh t in a trap For stea ling the thorns from 
a nother man's gap. If he had gone by, and let 
the thorns lie, He'd never been Man in the 
Moon so high"; the 'bush' (and lantern) he is so 
often represented with , refers to this bush of 
thorns; b. on good authority, from both nurs
ery-rhymes and street-ballads, we know that he 
drinks claret; 27. lunar: A. animals: all those 
which appear and disa ppear: e.g. amphibians, 
snail (in and out of its shell), those of varying 
shapes; furthermore night-prowlers, etc.: v. 

·Great Goddess; B. objects: a. passive or re flex
ive: e.g. mirror ; b. those of shifting shape : e.g. 
fan ; C. way: intuitive, imagina tive, magic (as 
the opposite of the sola r way: reason , reflec
tion, objectivity); cf. Tarot; 

28. folk lore: I. weather-prediction: A. ac
cording to Vergil (Georg. I , 427ff.) the waning 
moon predicts: a. heavy rain when there is a 
mist between her vague horns; b. wind: when 
reddish ; c. fair weather till the end of the 
month when it is clear at the 4th rising: B. 
according to the ballad ("Sir Patric;k Spens"): 
"Late late yestere'en I saw the new moon , Wi' 
the auld moon in her arm": portends storm; C. 
new moon: a. coming in on a Saturday or Sun
day: foul weather and bad luck; b. with the 
horns pointing upwards: either a flood (the 
moon seen as carrying water), or dry weather 
( the curve catches the rain and holds it) ; D. two 
moons in a single month: a month of bad 
weather; but in May: rain for a year and a day; 
E. proverbs: a. "Pale m oon doth rain, red moon 
doth blow, White moon doth neither rain nor 
snow"; b. "The full moon brings fair weather"; 
c. " When round the moon there is a brugh (= 
halo) The weather will be cold and rough". 
Moon, The - (Tarot) 

1 . other name: the Cross-roads; 2. repre
sented : the moon in the sky is represented real
istically, or as a crescent with moonface in pro
file, set in a circle from which (yellow, red, a nd 
blue) dewdrops fa ll (sometimes clearly in
verted); there are two towers, generally square, 
occasionally round ; there are two dogs (one of 
which is) howling at the moon (the other 
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asleep); there is a landscape with water , 111 11 

(or, in) which we see a lobster-like crab (( .111 
cer); 3. denotes: a. invo lution, regression 111 1 
more prim itive sta te (the crab eating away wh 11 
is transitory), in o rder to make a fresh ,1,111 
change, inconstancy, a Choice; b. meditat 11111 
the rejectio n of Reason ; imagination; c. 1111 
phenomena I world held in a lunar synt l11·•t 
Symbolism; d . astrol. : Cancer, somct111 11 
:::;emini, or Aquarius and Venus. 
moonstone 

I . a fe ld spar showing a bluish to w ht ll 
iridescent lu stre, or a milky opalescence ; 2 111 
telligence, pensiveness; 3. charm : a. promnl• 
harmony in a fam ily, a nd protects it aga 1n•I 
misfortune ; b. aids memory; c. protects ""' 
travellers; d . in waxing moon : a potent lovl' 
charm ; e. in waning moon: endows one with 
the gift of prophecy; 4. Zodiac: governs Cann•1 
moonwort 

I . a small fern, a lso called (Botrychiu111 1 
' lunaria', because of its m oon-shaped pinnae.] 
forgetfulness; 3. bad fortune; 4. it opens a ny 
heart (v. 5); 5. folklore: a. it turns mercury in111 
silver ; b. it eases childbirth (v. next); c. it open• 
locks and draws out nails; woodpeckers know 
its virtue: when a nail obstructs their nest' 
they lay moonwort against it and thus draw ,; 
out easily. 
morning 

I. in man: a. childhood, youth; b. any pro 
pitious tim e; 2. in mankind : prist ine happiness, 
Paradise: "Now morn her rosy s teps in th' cast 
ern clime ... : Milton (Par. L. 5, Jff.); 3. bringer 
of health, freshness, and wea lth: a. "the healt hy 
breath of morn": J. Keats (" Hyperion" I , 2) ; b 
" the breezy call of incense-breathing morn" 
Gray ("Elegy" I 7); 4 . releaser of the treasures 
locked in darkness in myth ; 5 . renewal of love; 
6. morning dreams are true dreams: ref. I H6 I , 
2; 7. a red morning betokens " Wrack to the 
seaman, tern pest to the field, Sorrow to the 
shepherds, woe unto the birds, Gusts and fou l 
flaws to herdmen and to herds": Ven . 454ff.; 8 . 
the weeping morning: in Shakespearean myth 
the sun takes leave of dewy Aurora; ref. Ven. 2 ; 
9. W. Blake: the Radiant Dawn of Love (Bohm's 
'Morgenroth'). whose symbol is the .Jark (the 
opposite of the Nightingale of Night-Love) ; JO. 
morning-land: usually the (Near) East, but 
sometimes Egypt (e.g. Apollonius Rhod. 4 , 
267). 
moss 

I. maternal love; protective covering ; 2. hu
mility, service; 3. friendsh ip; 4. a parasite: Err. 
2, 2; v. Ivy; 5. boredom. 

moth 
l . destroyer: sinful Ephraim will be de

~t rnycd by Yahweh as by a moth: Hos. 5, 12; 
hut it does not touch a garment worn at a fu
m·rul (Pliny 28, 6); 2. corruptio n: Matth. 6, 19; 
I a parasite, an idle person living at another 's 

1•xpense (said especially of women): a. (about 
l'rnclope) "all the yarn she spun in Ulysses' ab
wnce did but fill Ithaca fu ll of moths": Cor. I , 
I; b. (about Desde mona): "a moth of peace": 
0th. I , 3. 
mother 

I . life-principle, indifferent towards indi
vulual human suffer ing; 2. link of generations, 
hlood-relationship (as the opposite of paternal 
I.aw and Obedience), destiny, wisdom ; 3. mate
ria l life, source of the water of life ; symbo ls: 
water, cave; 4 . the nocturnal s ide of life : 
symbo ls: night , womb; 5. the left side: heart ; 6. 
death : " return to Mother Earth" ; symbol: vul
ture; 7. the Terrible Mother (v. Archetypes); in 
,, ballad: " the Cruel Mother" (though with 
tears) has to kill her illegitimate twin sons 
("The Lass of Lochroyan"); 8. psych.: a. the 
unconscious is fir st and foremost a Mother-
1mago, which explains why its inhabitants are 
-;ecn as monsters: to fr ighten a man off from 
incest (q .v.); b. the fir st mother-imago is the 
unima (the feminine par t in man); it follows the 
Great Goddess (q.v.) in the phases of mot her -
sister - beloved; 9. v. Female, Woman, etc. 
Mother Hubbard 

in a nursery-rhyme an old woman devoting 
her time completely to her dog in his devious 
ways (probably a witch-fa miliar relation): "Old 
Mother Hubbard Went to the cupboard To 
fetch her poor dog a bone; But when she came 
there The cupboard was bare And so the poor 
dog had none"; one of her strange adventures: 
"She went to a tailor's To buy him a coa t , But 
when she came Back He was riding a goat". 
motley 

1. former ly a calf-skin for jesters and fools; 
etym. probably related to the word 'mote' = 
speck; 2. v. Vice for its original connection to 
that morality-character; ref. Ham. (3, 4 ), where 
we a lso find "a king of shreds and patches". 
mould (implement) 

I. nature: "Natura ii fece, e poi ruppe la 
stampa" (nature made him and then broke the 
mould) : L. Ariosto (Ori. Fur. 10, 84) ; 2. mot h
er : "the honoured mould Wherein this trunk 
was framed" : Cor. 5, 3. 
mountain 

1. the realm of meditation (height-symbol
ism) : a. myst icism : the o pposite of the plains of 
reality; b. communion with the blessed; c. wis
dom ; high thought, bu t still on earth (W. 

mountain 

Blake) ; d. the mind: threaten ing: "O the mind, 
mind ha s mountains; cliffs of fa ll Frightful, 
sheer, no-man-fathomed. Ho ld them cheap May 
who ne'er hung there": G.M. Hopkins ("No 
Worst, there is none"); 2. solitariness: a. "The 
Mountain of Salvation": refuge from the outer 
world, from the everyday mediocre existence; 
sometimes like Island ; b. place of pilgr image; c. 
sterilit y: the opposite of the fru it ful Valley; 3. 
re lated to the sun , resurrection: a. the place of 
its birth: "Night 's candles are burnt out , and 
jocund day Stands tiptoe on the m isty ·moun
tain tops": Rom. 3, 5; b. the place where it 
dies: the Mountain of the West is the realm of 
death; c. light: the o pposite of the valley of 
darkness and death ; 4. world-axis: the contact 
between heaven and earth ; the Tree of Life: a. 
the ladder to heaven ; b . the (macrocosmic) 
spina l column; c. the place of revelation: Sinai, 
Horeb; 

5. heaven: the Mountain of Heaven as the 
opposite of the Cave of Hell (archetypal): a. the 
Delectable Mountains (e.g. in Bunyan), related 
to the Ho ly Hill in Dante, which drop sweet 
wine (= celestial Jove, sa lva tion); b. "the moun
tain of the Lord's house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and sha ll be exalted 
above the hills;and all nations shall flow into it": 
Isa. 2 , 2f. ; c. the vault of heaven, on which rests 
the throne of the God of Creation and 
fertility: "EI-Shadda i" = the God of the Moun
tain , the God of the '!light ', or (as the highest) 
an astral god ( in the O.T. perhaps Saturn); for 
the Astral Bull.Cod El-Ya hweh v. Bull; d. 
Greek: the celestia l home: Olympus, Parnassus
Helicon ; burial-places of heroes (also in the 
Bible; perhaps Isaac's sacrifice on the mountain 
is related to this): entra nce to the other world; 
e. Norse: Valha lla ; in Njal's Saga a warlock dis
appears into a mounta in (14 ); 6. the Omphalos, 
the Navel of the World : a. the centre of the 
habitable world ; b . attached to the umbilical 
cord, which, in turn, is attached to the foet us 
through which ear th draws her increase; c. the 
"Mountsalvat" of the Grail-legend , the 'polar 
mountain', always difficult to find (cf. the Cen
tre of the Labyrinth); the symbol is often com
plemented by': fleur-de-lis, star, crescent, cross, 
steps, crown, circle, triangle, number Three, 
Jetter Z (= Z ion), or R (= Regeneration) ; 7. 
fertility: a. for El-Shaddai v. 5, c; cf. "There 
shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the 
top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall 
shake like Lebano n": Ps. 72, 16; cf. 'Enlil of 
the Mountain' (Gilgamesh); b. mountain-tops 
were sacred to Pan; c. place of aba ndonment 
(or birth) o f fertility gods and heroes: Zeus, 
Oedipus, Dionysus; d. scene of eternal youth, 
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mourning 

and of frenzied Bacchic orgies (Pentheus); and 
the 'abominations' in the O.T. ; e. sexual ecsta
sy: T.S. Eliot's " Waste Land" (I) : "there you 
feel free"; 8. place of worsh ip and witness of 
the eternal power and faithfulness of God (Mt. 
Moriah); 9. freedom: " Thou shalt be as free As 
mo untain winds" : Temp. l , 2; 

IO. peace: " The mountains shall br ing peace 
to the people, and the little h ills, by righteous
ness" : Ps. 72, 3; 11 . the mountain of congrega
tio n: Babylon, in her pride, wanted to ascend 
to heaven, and sit " upon the mount of the con
gregation , in the sides of the north": in the 
North was the mountain of God: Isa. 14 , 13 
(also Ps. 48 , 2); 12. the mountain of affection: 
Ado 2, I ; 13. the Mo untain of Hell: a. in the 
literature before the Romantic movem ent (es
pecially in times o f Classical art) the mountain 
was generally considered as a hideous malfor
mation of a world ruined by sin; b . "sae dreary 
wi' fros t and snae" is the mountain of Hell in 
the ba llad "Daemon Lover"; 14. the Mountain 
of Purgatory: when Satan's Fall from Grace 
crca ted the tunnel of He ll, the Mount of Purga
tory was fo rm ed at the same time: Dante; 

15. the home of giants, dwarfs, or fairies: 
the "Mountain of Stone", the exterior of which 
is fo r the living, and the interior for the dead or 
immorta I: a. related to the Celtic fairy-hills; b. 
related to the legends of heroes asleep inside 
mounta ins, one day to emerge, either to save, 
or renew the world ; c. symbol of Entanglement ; 
cf. 5, e; 16. a/ch.: a. the 'hollow mountain' = 
the philosopher's oven; b. Prime Matter is often 
co nsidered to come from the mountains, where 
things arc undistinguished and indistinguish
able; 17. her.: a. solidity ; b. freed9m; 18. com
binations: A. two mountains: a. = Two Pillars: 
v. Pillars; b. two worlds: dualism of ligh t/dark, 
life/death, e tc. striving towards the binary; c . 
the mandorla: the intersection of the circles of 
heaven and earth ; d. the gate to heaven has as 
'posts' two mountains of brass: Zech. 6, I ; e. 
Parnassus, where also Deucalion landed after 
the flood: Ovid (Metam. I, 316); f. Gilgamesh: 
twin-peaked Mashu, guarding the rising and the 
setting sun, with Men-Scorpions guarding it; B. 
snow-covered mountains: a. nobility; b. ab
s tract thought; cold reasoning. 
mourning 

mourning-rites: a. tend to co incide with 
harvest-festivals as a form of ancestor-worship : 
they are associated with death of fertility and 
the hope of resurrectio n; v. also Weeping and 
Wailing; b. m any rites at an actual death are 
based on the fear of jealousy of the newly dead 
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(v. Death, Grave, Corpse, etc.) : people e1th1 t 
mimic the ir union with earth (e.g. Sackcloth) 
or disguise themselves (e.g. mourning-veil). 
mouse 

I . its 'na tural enemy' is the weasel; > 

sacred: A. 0.T.: a. at times they were ca11·11 
sacrificially ; b. 5 golden 'emerods' (variou,ly 
explained : from haemorrhoids to plague-bo11,1 
and five golden mice were given to the lsraehll'• 
as a tresspass~ffering by the Philistines, wh1•11 
they wanted to get rid of the 'plague': ISam. ~ 
9 and ch. 6; B. Egyp t: sacred to Horus (su11 
god) and Isis (who took the shape of a mouse 111 
nigh t from Seth); C. Greek: sacred to Apollo 
(Apollo 'Sminthcus') a. as god of m edicim· 
mice are connected with d isease and its cu11·, 
b . oracular; c. as fertility-god; the punish ing im 
plemcnts of the god who normally protects till' 
crops from destruction; d. he sent mice to inch 
cate the place, where Troy was to be built (ar 
cording to some); mice were also kept at Ath1· 
na's temple aga inst plague and sudden invasion ~ 
of mice; D. one of the seasonal changes o l 
Sacred (f.ertility) Kings; E. sacred to the Gre;1 1 
Goddess (q.v.) : a. night-prowlers: the night 
mice o f Cinderella's coach changed magically 
into the White Horses of Dawn at approachinp 
the Sun ; their livers increase and decrease with 
the moon; b. connected with another Grear 
Goddess favourite: cats; c. fecundity; the mosl 
pro lific of all animals, conceiving by licking or 
tasting anything sa lt; e. destruction, death;" I 
connected with fa iries: also the 'rere-mouse' ( 
bat) of MND 2, 2; 3. M.A.: the devil; 4. grat1 
tude : it gnaws thro ugh the ropes of the net in 
which a lio n is caught , because it had been lefl 
alive by the lion before: Aesop (Fables 39); 

5. vanity: in Aesop; 6. cleverness: a. it out 
wits a cat (Aesop 94); b. it prefers hard life in 
the country which is safe, to the dangerous 
luxury of town-life: Aesop (41) ; 7. drunken
ness: at least since Chaucer: e.g. the "Knight's 
Tale" and the Prol. to the "Wife of Bath's 
Tale"; perhaps related to the next; 8. drowning: 
"piteous they will look, like drowned mice": 
1 H6 1, 2 ; cf. the proverb: "Pour not water on a 
drowned mouse" ; its characteristic death, an
other fea ture it has in common with cats and 
witches; 9. humility, insignificance: " The best
laid schemes o' mice and men Gang aft agley" : 
R. Burns ("To a Mouse") ; 

10. silence, maker of the least sound: a. 
" no t a mouse stirring": Ham. l , 1; b. " Dun's 
the mouse"= keep dark, quiet : e.g. Rom. 1 , 4 ; 
c. proverb: "as quiet as a mouse"; 11. poverty ; 
"As poor as a church mouse" (proverb); 12. a 

ll'rm of endearment for a woman: a. "Pinch 
wanton o n your cheek, ca ll yo u his mouse": 
llam. 3, 4 ; b. " Ay, you have been a mouse-hunt 
111 your lime" (= woman-hunter): Rom. 4, 4 ; 
13. untidiness, madness: "your mind is chasing 
mace": (='wool-gathering'): sta nd ing phrase; 

14. folklore: A. o men: a house suddenly 
overrun with them, or their sudden disappear
unce, means death in the house; when a count ry 
., suddenly infes ted it means war; B. cures esp. 
1li~cases and disorders caused by witches; C. 
~haracter : girls who are afraid of mice are also 
;1 fr:1 id of men; D. external soul ; E. the Shrew
mouse: a. cause of diseases: of the lim bs (e.g. 
lumeness) if it creeps over a person or animal 
(especially out in the fields); b . it cannot cross a 
path trodden by man: it will die insta ntl y; this 
1s often extended to fi eld-mice in general, and 
ci.plains why they are often fo und dead along 
paths withou t a ny visible cause; f. nursery
rhymes: a. a mouse marries a (h or b)umble 
bee, while "a ca t came fiddling out o f a barn"; 
h. in several rhymes it is referred to as 'spin
ning', which may mean they have originally 
hcen spinning-rhymes; c. " Three blind m ice, see 
how they run! They all ran after the farmer's 
wife, Who cut off their tails with a carving 
knife, Did you ever see such a thing in your life, 
As three blind mice?"; d. fo r a mouse running 
up the clock: v. Hickory, dickory, dock; e. 
Micky Mouse occurs in many counting-0ut . 
and ba ll-bouncing rhymes: arrogance. 
mouth 

I . Egyptian hier.: the power of speech, the 
Creative Word (also symbolized as a mouth 
with a sun-disk); 2 . duality : a. closed , it forms a 
line : ma le; or the phallic tongue is visible: the 
('entre, the point in the circle; b. open it forms 
a circle: vulva; 3. connected with the life-forces 
of fire (both: energy): creative and destructive 
(Hell represented as a fire-breathi ng dragon's 
mouth) ; 4. door : Egypto-Hebraic; 5 . tradition
ally connected with roses; also the place to car
ry silver coins in Greece (e.g. Aristophanes: 
'Wasps'); 6. as it is placed below the other fea 
tures it symbolizes the downward movement of 
Creation; 7. Dante: the place where Love ends 
(it starts in the eye); 8. character : a . its size is 
re la ted to the amount of self-assertion; b . a 
'sweet' mouth: a lecherous disposition; ref. 
Gent. 3, 1; 9. mouth-organ: its music scares off 
fair ies (q .v. ). 
mud 

I. the emergence of matter ; 2. union of re
ceptive earth a nd transforming water; 3. the op
posite of marble: " Life is made up of marble 
and mud": N. Haw thorne ("The House of the 
Seven Gables", 2); 4. sinking into mud: v. De-

mule 

vouring; 5. Dante: mud covers the Arrogant 
(Inf. 8). 
mugwort 

I. 'Artemisia vulgaris': dedicated to Artemis 
as fish-goddess, or 'Elithyia' goddess of birth; 
and related to mermaids in Scotland; 2. happi
ness; 3. folklore: a. traveller's aid: carrying it 
about , one does not get tired; b. (Pliny) who 
wears it canno t be harmed by poisonous medi
cines, or wild beasts. or the effects of sunstroke 
(25, 81 ); c. it protects against witchcraft and 
thunder; 4. v. Wormwood. 
mulberry 

1. in the time-myth of Pyramis and Thisbe 
the lat ter found the fo rmer's dead body under a 
mulberry tree ("And T hisby, tarrying in mul
berry shade, 1-lis dagger drew, and died": MND 
5, l ), and since then its berries are red: Ovid 
(Meta m. 4 , 90ff.); 2. sacred to the Great God
dess: a. there is a curious passage in Vergil (Eel. 
6, 22), which relates that, when Silenus was 
bound, drunk, by two lads who found him, the 
nymph Aegle painted his face and temples with 
crimson mulberries; b . ballad: "as the dow flies 
over the mulberry t ree" is the refrain of The 
Riddling Knight; symbo l of the love of the 
three sisters; c. Bottom (in M ND) was fed mul
berries in fair y la nd; d. wisdom , oracular: con
sulted by David (2Sam. 5, 23f.); e. related to 
war: the juice of grape and mulberry was used 
to make elephants eager for battle: 2Maccabees 
6, 34; f. kindliness and sharpness combined; its 
slow-growing timber becomes hardy, yet dark
ens (mellowing) with age; 3. slowness: flour
ishes late; therefore also wisdom : blossoms 
when cold wea ther is over and then quickly 
ripens (Pliny 16, 41); 4. related to silk: silk
worms were reared on m ulberries. 
mule 

1. a k ing's mount: at his coronation Solo
mon rode on David's mule (e.g. IKings 1, 33); 
far into the Renaissance white mules were in 
great demand for gentle ladies; 2. Hector's body 
was carried back to Troy on a mule-cart: Homer 
(l l. 24 pass.); 3. cardinal's steed: Erasmus 
(Stult. Laus. s. 58); 4. th& mule later shares 
much of the unfavourable ass-symbolism: a. 
pride; b. stubbornness (proverbial, but blatantly 
untrue); c. hypocrisy; d. heresy, Jew; 5. mutual 
help among underdogs: "One mule scrubs an
other"; 6. sterility : though it has all the 
(im)propcr o rgans and takes pleasure in copula
tion it is incapable of reproduction; yet an amu
let from it can make a woman conceive; 7. du
rability: a mule's hoof is the only material not 
rotted by the Styx; 8. faithful worker: the 
story of the pensioned mule urging the others 
on while the Parthenon was built (Plutarch). 
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mullet 

mullet 
I. one of the punishment s of adulterers: 

"quosdam mocchos et mugilis intrat": Juvenal 
{Sat. I 0, 3 17); it is blindly lascivious; 2. the 
swiftest of fish; it s mortal enemy is t he wolf
fi sh; 3. stupidity: it has the ostrich trick of 
hiding its head in sand; yet the Grey - is clever 
in escaping the hook; 4. R ed - : t he most ap
preciated of fish ; it is an antidote to poisons 
(e.g. a woman's menstrual blood). 
multiplicity 

I. as a loss in unity, it is generally a form of 
disintegration , degeneration, regression, so un
favourable; 2. in most mythologies we presume 
that a progressive fragmentat ion into multiple 
de ities took pla ce; e.g. the Great Goddess fir st 
became divided into three (the Graces, the 
Kore-Aphrodite-Heca te phases), still later into 
nine (e.g. Muses ); ultimately we see a return to 
unity: e.g. near ly all Egypt ian goddesses were 
identified with Isis; 3. multitude {as a dispersal 
in space) is related to t he time-fragmentation of 
transitoriness {movement in space equals move
ment in time, and v.v.); 4. a/ch. : transformation 
fro m the volatile {= multiple) into t he fi xed 
{unified) and v.v.; 5. somet im es multiplicity has 
a cumulative effect , e.g. sugges ting fer tility (es
pecially when a unified pattern is retained); e.g. 
an apple = unity , but a pomegranate (divided 
into cells) = fertility; the same may be true of 
jewels, together forming a treasure (e.g. Brisin
gamen, Venus' girdle)= fertility; 6. in psych.: a. 
the unconscious in a state of fragmentation; b. 
the Maenads, Erinyes, Baccha ntes, harpies, 
sirens, etc. can therefore be regarded as teari ng 
man's inner wholeness to shreds; cf. many
headed dragons, Cerberus, etc. 
mummy 

I. life: "Life, verily, is nothing but a kind of 
embalmed mummy, w hich preserves the mortal 
body from the mortal worm" (Paracelsus); 2. 
liquor derived from mummies was used for 
medic inal" or magic purposes; ref. Oth. 3, 4 : "it 
(= the silk handkerchief) was dyed in mummy"; 
3. often strangely related to lovers: "We shall 
never be a single mummy beneath the ancient 
desert and the happy palm-trees": Mallarm e 
("Tristesse d'ete"). 
Murphy 

among schoolmates a boy ca lled thus will 
get the fixed epithet "Spud" Murphy; cf. 
"Shiner" Wright , "Pincher" Martin, e tc. 
murrain 

fifth 'sign' of Moses in Egypt. 
muscles 

exaggera ted interest in extremely muscular 
men may po int to homosexual tendencies, e.g. 
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Michaelangelo's athle tes in t he Sistine Chapl'I 
Muses 

I . or iginally the Great Godde~s in he r inc:111 
tato ry aspect {v. Great Goddess. serpent, et< l 
2. then the fir st division into Three took plan• 
Medi ta tion, Memory and Song, who wat cl11·cl 
over (blessing or cursing) incantations; ti ll' 
Muses are the offspring of earth and the Grat'\'' 
of heaven (Bucolic Vestinus) ; 3. fina lly the fral' 
mentation into nine took place (v. Mult ipl Kt 
ty), with emasculated Apollo supervising thc 111 , 
mos t au thors agree they are the daughters o t 
Zeus and Memory; Theocritus ('Thyrsis' ) r~ 

!ates the Muses (and Oak) to shepherds' son11' 
and Pan (and Pine) to the goat-herd; 4. Wales 
the Virgin Mary regarded as the Cauldron (q .v. ) 
of Inspiration, the receptacle of the H. Spir it ; 5 
Ireland: the V irgin ident ified with the Celt 1< 
goddess o f poetry St. Brigit ; 6. Scotland: tlw 
Bride of the Golden Hair, the Bride of till' 
White Hills (whose sym bol is the swan) and 
Mary; 7. M.A.: also Marian (perhaps related to 
t he Dark Mary from Egypt), the 'mernrnid ' 
(q.v.), the ' merry-maid '; 8 . Milton: in the begin 
ning of " Parad ise Lost" he invokes the Trinity 
as his Muse. 
mushroom 

I . related to the sun-god: they are the rit u 
a l tinder of the lxio n-wheel {v. Wheel); 2. any 
thing ephemera l; 3. related to fairies, since they 
grow overnight as if by magic: produced by 
e lves at midnight : Temp. 5, I ; 4. suspicion·· 
poison: Agr ippina (the Younger) poisoned he1 
husb<1 nd Claudius with a mushroom (J uvenal. 
Sat. 5, 147f.); 5. bad news; 6. wanderer; 7. an 
aphrodisiac; 8. astrol.: connected with Mercury, 
9. D. Thomas: a. embryo, growing in the dark 
(of the womb); b. female breast s; 10. v. Toad
stools. 
music 

I . rel igious: (re lated to fire a nd smoke) a. in 
the 0 .T . it is used increasingly in the official 
service; b. the most effective trance-inducer 
among the nabis ('prophets'); c. v. Rough Mu· 
sic below; 2. the great healer: a. general restora
tive: e.g. Lr. 4, 7; Ham. 3, 4; b. cure for mad
ness: used by David to scare off the 'evil spirit ' 
who possessed Saul ; cf. " the best comforter to 
an unsettled fancy": T emp. 5, I ; c. the poe t
lawyer Tha les (Thaletas) sto pped the plague at 
Sparta by his music; d. it can even restore the 
dead to life : "Music, awake her: strike": Wint. 
5 , "3; cf. Per. 3, 2; 3. related to fertility : a. 
nearly a ll fert ility-deities have their (ra in
making) instruments: the general rhombus and 
rattles, the sistrum (Isis), the cymbal and tim
brels (Cybele), t he lyre (Apollo), etc.; b. a min-

, 11<'1 playing caused the miracle-working ecstasy 
1t1 I 'I is ha (2K ings 3, I 5ff.), which produced water 
111 the desert ; 4. creat ive: a. Harmony rising out 
"' Chaos; b. creation caused by pre-Hellenistic 
t"uldcsses with lyres; c. often connected with 
th~ foundations of cities: Apollo is t he weaver 
111 their foundations: C'allimachus (1 12, 57); 

5. death : e.g. the Harpist as symbo l of the 
1h'a th-wish; 6. the Music of the Spheres: the 
pl.1nets revo lve in concentric c ircles, causing a 
,wish, or hum, in the air, every planet having a 
1ltffcrcnt pitch: the Celestia l Music, heard only 
hy the god s; their orbits resemble a lyre, whose 
' ' r mgs are curved in circles: earth to moon: one 
tone; moon to Mercury: semitone; Mercury to 
v,•nus: semitone; Sun to Mars: one tone; Mars 
lo Jupiter ; semitone; Jupiter to Saturn: sem i
tone; Saturn to the fix ed sta rs: minor third ; 
therefore the Py thagorian scale ran: C - D- Es-
1 G- A- Bes- B- D (before ano ther scale with 
quarter-tones was used ); 7. will: Schopenhauer: 
the pure manifestation o f Will; 8. mockery: " I 
,rm their m usick" = I have become the subjec t 
of their satiric songs: Lament. 3, 63; 9. mate
rial : a metallic instruments: for nobles and war
riors; related to heights; b. wooden instru-
111ents: for the common people, shepherds, etc. ; 
•!'lated to valley and hills; 

IO. Rough Music: a. needed when the bal
ance of nature (Fate Themis - 'Justice') had 
hccn upset by an offence (especially sexual): 
processions were formed of people with any
thing that could produce loud sound.s (kettles, 
pans, etc.} in order to sca re off the spirits of 
rll-luck evoked by the offence and still hovering 
;1bout; b . rough music was a lso needed to 
drown out ill-omened sounds at a sacrifice, e.g. 
Apollonius Rhod. (I , 11 36 ), Pliny (28 , 3), etc.; 
c. to waken the sleeping god of fertility ; e .g. 
Apple-Wassa iling {q.v.) . 
musk 

I. the perfumes: I. the strong-smelling secre
tion of a special gland in the male musk-<leer, 
living in t he forest s of the Himalayas, Siberia, 
and North-west Chi na ; the musk of other ani
mals is no t used commercia lly; 2. as it has a 
resemblance to the smell o f female secretion 
under sexual st imulation , it appeals most to 
men ; but cf. Wiv. (2 , 2) where Mistress Quickly 
praises Mistress f ord's suitors as "smelling so 
sweetly - all musk - "; II. the musk-rose 
('Rosa moscha ta') a rambling rose with usually 
white nowers: l . mentio ned various times in 
MND, e.g. as one of the n owcrs o n which T ita
nia sleeps: "sweet musk-roses" (2, I ) ; 2. the> 
have the specia l protection o f the e lves: Titania 

myrrh 

orders some of the elves "to kill cankers (= 
worms) in t he musk-r0sc buds": MND 2. 2; 3. 
caprice; 4. attribute of the Virgin Mary. 
mussel 

I. ballad: "when ... mussell grow on every 
tree ... " = never ("Jamie Douglas"); 2. medici
mtl: regulates all kinds of body-functions, 
cleans ulcers, bites, etc., a nd a ids vision. 
mustard 

I. fertility, abundance: something very 
small becoming very big .(some kinds grow to 3 
or 4 yards): the parable in Matth. 13, 31 ff.; the 
idea a lso occurs in the Talmud; once sown, it is 
even hard to eradicate ; it is extremely whole
some; 2. patience: "Good Master Mustardseed , 
I know you r pa tience well": MND 3, I ; 3. fai th ; 
4. indifference; 5. the shrubs arc visited espe
cially by goldfinches; 6. astrol.: governed by 
Mars. 
mutilation 

I . fertility-rite: to imitate (a nd accompany) 
the decline of the sun, or the harvesting; for 
men a lso identification with the Grea t Mother 
Goddess; 2. pr°oof of manly courage at puberty 
{sometimes simila r practices for girls); in d egen
erate for m the childish German duelling scars: 
va nity; 3. mourning: to identify o neself with, 
or make a covenant with, the dead; late r subs Ii
tuted by ha ir-cutting or clo thes-rending; 4 . a 
covenant of friendship (becoming 'blood' 
bro thers), or to enforce a curse on an enemy; 5. 
punishment for men wandering in to women's 
Mysteries; 6. often mutilated heroes arc wan
derers (as sun-heroes), e.g. those depr ived of 
sight (Oedipus or Lear) wander in darkness be
fore resurrection; 7. the parts usually sacrificed: 
a. the genitals: v. Emasculation; b. women's 
breasts: e.g. for Syrian Aphrodite; c. gauging 
out of eyes; however, 'eyes' was often a euph e
mism fo r genita ls; 8 . Dante: mutila t ions and 
clefts in the bodies are the punishm en t of the 
Sowers of Scandal and Schism, which tear 
' mankind' apart (Inf. 28). 
mutton 

I. female fl esh : hence a sheep-biter (origin
a lly a dog) came to mean a s ly, sneaking fellow , 
but especially a secret woman-hunter; 2. 'laced 
m utton': a courfesan (Gent. I , I ; v. also Meas. 
3, 2): a. slashed bodices; b. 'lace' = make inci
sion in a bird (q.v.) before coo king; 3. dead: "as 
dead as mutton" (phrase). 
myr rh . 

I . myth. : Smyrna (= Myrrha), on Aphro
dite's instigation, loved her fat her incestuously 
(Anchises), and bore h im a son (Adonis); to 
e scape her father's wrath she was changed into a 
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myrtle 

myrrh-tree, and it is her tears (from the tree) 
that still a no int us: Ovid (Metam . 10 , 3 I 2ff.; 
and De Arte Am. l , 285); 2. sacred ointment : 
one of the ' principal spices' (oft en mixed with 
oil); e.g. Ex. 30, 23ff.; 3. used in embalming : 
(with aloes): St. John 19, 39; as Fatal Gift 
(q.v.) of the Magi: persecution unto death ; 4 . 
purification: oil o f myrrh was used to ' purify' 
Esther (Ishtar) in the first period of six months 
(in the second period 'sweet odours' were 
used): this might refer to the rain-season and 
the season of Oowers a nd fruits; 5. intoxicant : 
used in wine, it was offered to a person con
demned to death, often by the aristocratic 
women of Jerusalem: Mark 15 , 22; 6. aphrodi
siac: a. in the 0.T. women wore a little pouch 
of myrrh-grains o n their skins, even at nigh t: 
SoS I , 13; b. it is found in the "strange wo
man's" bed : Prov. 7, 17; c. 'juicy myrrh' was 
used as a component of face-<:ream: Ovid (De 
Med. Fae. 88ff.); 7. chastity: it is also an ant i
love philtre; 8. Egypt : myrrh was offered to Ra 
at noon ( incense, q.v., in the morning) ; 9 . Chris
tian: a. natural good and wisdom; v. Gifts; b. 
the Virgin Mary. 
myrtle 

I. sacred to the Great Goddess (wh ite or 
rose blossom): A. sacred to Aphrodite: a. it 
grows by the seaside: Vergil (Georg. 2, 112); b. 
Aeneas veils his tem ples with his mo ther's 
myrtle: Vergil (Aen. 5, 72); c. Ovid relates how 
Venu s spoke to him "and from her myrtle (for 
she stood with myrtle binding her hair) she gave 
me a leaf and a few berries" and he felt their 
in toxication (De Arte Am. 3, 53ff.) ; d. Venus 
makes bowers of myrtle o n her three-da y festi
val: "Pcrvigilium Vencris" 2: e. Venus ran to a 
myrtle-grove when Adonis went on the boar
hunt: Ven. 865; v. a lso Pausa nias (2, 32); f. it 
surrounded her temple in Rome; g. Jewish 
brides (whe n virgins) wore myrtle ga rlands; in 
Britain, too, myrtle was used in bridal wrea ths 
before ora nge blossom became the fash io n ; h . 
Cretan Britomartis ' hated' it because it entan
gled her in her night from Minos: Callimachus 
(H3 , 200ff.); B. sacred to othe r sea-goddesses: 
a. the grotto to which Thetis used to ride naked 
on her dolphin, and where Peleus possessed her 
(after she had gone through her transforma
tio ns: v. also Dolphin) was in a myrtle-wood, 
full of the two-coloured berries (cf. the two
colo ured po plar); b. sacred to sea-nymphs in 
general ; v. also Mermaid ; C. sacred to Proscr
pina : a. Dionysus bribed Persephone with 
myrt le to release his virgin-mother, the Moon
goddess Selene, from Tartarus; b. " In myrtle 
arbours o n the downs The fairy queen, Proser
pina, This nigh t by moonshine leading merry 
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rounds, Holds a watch with sweet Love" : I h 
Campion ("Hark, all you ladies, that do sleep" ! 
D. the Vo lscian warrior-maid , leader of a troo p 
of horse, had in her hands a quiver, and 1111 
pastoral myrtle, to pped with steel ; her pro tl'• 
tress was Diana: (Vergil, Aen. 7, 8 17); it ;11\u 
typifies war in Alcaeus; E. however, the plant 
was odious 10 Hera (since Aphrodite wore II .1 1 
the Beauty-contest) and forbidden at the fca ' t 
of the Bona Dea ; 

2. connected with the U11derworld-Hel/ . " 
v. I , C, a; b. Zech. I , 8: " I saw by night, ;11111 

behold a man riding upon a red horse, and Ill 
stood a mong the myrtle trees that were in th• 
bottom": the evergreen myrtles fo rm a hcd~··· 
aro und the residence of the gods, and ,11 1 

rooted in the Abyss (' tehom') under the earth , 
c. used to dispel the odour of the fire of hell 111 
habdalah (ceremony at the close of the Sal> 
bath) ; 3. death: a. (with cornel) used for dead I> 
spears: Vergil (Georg. 2, 44 7f.): b. resurrect inn 
and immortality: life in death ; c. in the Ccltll 
tree-alphabet it is co nnected with the IJt h 
month (Novem ber - December), the Ja ,t 
month of the reign of the Sacred King (lell \'1 
R); 4. end of an epoch: a. Greek emigrants c;ir 

ried myrtle to denote a phase of life ended (and 
to o bta in Aphrodit e's favour : fert ility); b. till' 
branches of the Feast o f the Booths were nl 
cypress and myrtle (= the eye) in remembrann· 
of their Exodus from Egypt; 

5 . supplicants in Athens wore crowns ll l· 
myrt le; 6. life. nature, happiness: a. emblem'' ' 
initiation into Dio nysian rites; b. crowns o l 
myrtle were give n to the household-gods, ti ll' 
Lares; c. Natu re, "waving wide her myrtk 
wand, She strikes a universal peace through sc,1 
and land": Milton ("The Hymn"); 7. peace : u 
emblem of the union of the Roman and Sabine 
peoples; b. in Isa. 55 , I 3 the prophet says that 
myrtle will grow instead of briar, as a sign ol 
joy, peace, and fer tility; 8. triumph, victory : a 
winners of ga mes in Athens wore myrtk 
crowns; cf. Pliny (15, 38); b. Christian: convrr· 
sion; 9. justice: in Athens also magistrates wort' 
myrtle crowns; 

10. prophecy: a myrtle branch was passed 
around at a Greek banquet as a cha llenge to 
prophesy, to sing; v. a lso Pliny ( 15, 36); 11 
pastoral poetry; also attribute of Academy; 12 
protection against lightning: the soft (= pliant ) 
myrtle is safer against thunderbolts than the un 
wedgeable and gnarled oak: Meas. 2, 3; J 3. 
purity, mastery of the im pulses: dedica ted to 
the Virgin Mary; Pliny (15, 36): sacred to 
Venus Cluacina ('Cleanser'). so used in pur ifi ca 
tion rites; 14. W. Blake: love; 

15 .folklore: a. good luck : connected with 

l11Vl', marriage, and fert ility; therelorc it is best 
plunt ed by a woman, who must spread her skir t 
11w1 it and ' look proud' (also with rosemary 
11nd parsley); b. love-mag ic: young girls must 
ch rnk an infusion from the leaves to increase 
their beauty. 
mystery 

I . secret initiation into a select group, often 
11l'companied by symbo lic death and rebir th ; 
lllhlica l references in Wisdom 14, 23 (and 28 ): 
they "use hidden sacrifices, o r keep watches 
I ull of madness"; 2. all great Mysteries arc re
l,11cd to fertility, and thus to death-a nd-resur-
11•c tion (and v.v.); therefore the mysteries tend 
111 be characterized by: a. an ecstatic 'madness': 
1•nforcement o f Invo lu tion by homoeopathic 
magic (death of the gra in is necessary for its 

mystery 

possible resurrection); b . secrecy: Nature's 
growth a nd Death arc the Great Mysteries; 
hence fertility-deities are usua lly 'veiled'; c. a 
deat h-sacrifice, either human (e.g. Pentheus, 
Orpheus, Christ , Sacred King), or animal (the 
god in animal-form: Dionysus as bull or goat ), 
followed by a communal meal or drink (e.g. 
barley-water for Demeter); d. wailing and 
weeping (q.v.); e. a processio n: most fer tility
deities arc wanderers, bo th male and female: 
Dionysus as well as Dem eter; 3. for a descrip
tion of Bacchanalian rites: v. Ovid (Metam. 3, 
533ff., and book 4); 4. Shakespeare : a. prosti
tution (pass.); b. " Pain ting, sir, I have heard, is 
a mystery" (Meas. 4 , 2); but also here the refer
ence is to a 'painted woman'. 
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N 
I. Hebr. 'nun' (= fish); Egypt ian hier. : wa

ter: Celtic: ash ; A.S.: ' need '; 2. sym bolizes: a. 
entrance to a new phase or way; initiation ; b. 
physica l existence, the phe nomenal world of 
water; c. magnetic po wers (N for North Pole); 
3. correspondences : a. season : February 18 -
March 18 (v. Calendar); b. astrol. : Saturn and 
/\quarius (or Scorpio); c. body: liver a nd 
nerves; d . Tarot : T emperance. 
Naiads 

I. the nym phs who give life and per petual 
movement to springs, rivers, etc. ; 2. oracular, 
being connected with the future in the Under
world : a. they give prophetic powers to those 
who drink from their waters; b. they prophesy 
through (the in terpretation of) their purling 
sounds; cf. the rustle of the leaves of prophetic 
trees. 
nail (body) 

I . grasping ; long na ils arc the att ribut es of 
seductresses or o ther evil genii; 2. long na ils 
may also po int to absence of manual labour: 
aristocracy, leisure; 3. nail-parings: a. magica lly 
charged: if an Israelite desired a capt ive woman, 
she had to shave her head and pare her nails, so 
that she could not work evil magic o n the man 
and tem pt h im to religious adultery; b. purifica
tion: (of priests, or those cured of ' leprosy') the 
blood of the ram of consecra tio n wa s put o n 
the tip of the right ear, and o n the na ils of the 
right thumb a nd big toe: purifica t ion of hear
ing, action, and movement (e.g. Lev. 14, 17); c. 
Norse: the nails o f the (hated) dead were not 
pared , since in Niflhel their nails were used to 
build the ship Naglfar; 4 . nail-marks on a wo
man's body (especially her breasts, navel, thigh) 
in the fo rm of a peacock's foot, or a t iger's 
claw, are proof of a man's love; 5. folklore: a. 
shape and the number of specks on nails are 
ominous; b. nail-paring must be do ne on certa in 
selected days, e.g. no t on a Sunday if a girl 
wants to marry (perhaps a rem nant of the 
Greek prohibition to pare nails at a festiva l of 
the gods). 
nail (implement) 

l. world-axis, phallus, etc.; cf. e.g. Spear ; 2. 
tena city, support, safety; God has given us "a 
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nail in his ho ly place" = a fi xed and safe abotll' 
(Ezra 9 , 8); probably a ten t-peg is meant; 3 
Sacred Kings were wounded in their sacred foot 
(q.v. and Heel) annually in the cruc ifixion · 
symbolic of the poisoned arrows; 4 . Norse: an 
iron nail with a piece of flint in it was used to 
produce sacrificia l fire : it typifies the s ton~ 
which lodged in Thor's fo rehead as a result o t 
his battle with Hrungnir; 5. Christian: a. th ree 
nails: Crucifixion emblem; b. a block of wood 
full of nails is often seen hanging from Christ 's 
belt : his passion ; 6. drive a nail through a per· 
son's head: Jacl did that to Sisera (Judg. 4 , 21 ) ; 
cf. Caliban's story to Stephano {Tp. 3, 2) and 
driving a stake through the heads of va111 
pires, etc.; 7. her.: suffering; 8. folklore : a. 
being iron, na ils protect against witches and 
lightning; b. a covenant by two people can be 
' nailed down' by driving a nail into a tree, 
which can only be removed by com;non con
sent ; c. it is lucky to fi nd a nail on the road , 
especia lly a rusty one (rust itself has magical 
powers), like alm ost a ny other iron object (cf. 
horse-shoe). 
nakedness 

I. purity, tnl/h, innocence: a. M.A.: ' nudi
tas virtualis'; b. "Craft must have clothes, but 
truth loves to go naked": proverb; 2. meekness, 
poverty, being stripped of one's possessions or 
defence: a . " Naked came I out of my mo ther's 
womb, and naked shall I return thither : the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
blessed be the name of the Lord" : Job I , 2 1; b. 
when the voluntary poverty of St. Francis met 
with his fathe r's o pposition, he appealed to the 
bishop, and stripped himself naked , to return 
all possessio ns to his fa ther ; at his death he 
again asked to be undressed before dying; ref. 
Dante (Par. 11 ); c. in Mark {14, 5 1 f.) a myste
rious young ma n, who had fo llowed Jesus from 
afar when He was captured, narrowly escaped 
being captured him self, leaving a "fine gar
ment" in the ha nds of the enemy; d. "Thrice is 
he anned tha t hat h his quarrel just , And he but 
naked, though locked up in steel, Whose con
science with injustice is corrupted": 2H6 3, 2 ; 
e. v. Smock-wedding; 3. protest, especially as a 
rebel against an unnatural state in society: a. 

J\.uah in Isa 20, 2 - 5; b. as a protest agai n~t the 
.uloration o f images: "Therefore !.will. watl and. 
howl, 1 will go stripped a nd naked : Micah 1 •. s. 
, v. 2 ; 4 . fertility (usually in da nces): a. a ram-
11 111king rite; b. Moses saw people dance na~c~ 
t"to their shame") around the Golden. Cal! (
the Bull-God Yahweh); c. cure of stenht.y: cf. 
vulva-exposure; d. a rem nant of these rttes is 
lnund in the witches' Sabbaths, where they gen-
1·wlly only wore a veil or a mask : . the hidden 

11casures of fertility (v. Veil) or the tm pcrsonat -
111i.: of a natural force (with depcrsonahzat1o n, 
"' disguise of one's own identity) ; e. v. also 
1'htar (for naked ness as symbol of lack of vege
tation). St. John's Wort, and Woman ; 

name 

dead image": Wisdom 15, 5; c. t~c orth~do~ 
Jews were horrified at the Greek gymnasium 
in Jerusalem (IMaccabees I , 15). where the 
youths of the Israelites had their foreskins o per
ated upon, so as to be indistinguishable from 
the 'heathens'; 

5. ecstasy (created further by dance and/or 

1Jrink): a. the 'prophets' (Nabis), when prophe
,ying in their ecstatic manner, often stnpped 
rnmpletely (!Sam. 19, 24); thus David acted at 
1hc transportation of the Ark to. Jerusalem, 
which Michal objected to (v. W111dow, and 
Dance); b. enforced Involution (q:v.) t.o pro
mote fcr t ility; a pro test against Dionysian o r
gies is found in Lament. 4 , 21 : " Thou ~.halt be 
drunken, and shalt make thyself naked , c. re
lated to madness: e.g. the man po.ssessed by 
Legion in Luke 8 , 27; anciently knigh ts often 
went through a period of madness (q.v.). con
nected with nakedness (not in the knightly 
,ense of being without armour) : e.g. Tristram 
(Malory 9, 18); 6. shame: A. as a punishn:i en t: 
a. Q.T.: for the adulteress: her clothes wtll be 
1aken away (a supreme insult among the He
brews) and she will be derided (e."g. Lam. I, 8; 
ll os. 2, 5ff.; Eze. 16 , 39 ; 23, 29, etc .. ); the 
adulteress here is also the woman 'whormg af-
1er' native or neighbouring religions (w~1cl~ •. in
deed had religious prostitution as ler tthty
pro~otion); b. Q.T. : all captive women. could 
legitimately be treated thus: " I will discover 
thy skir ts upon thy face, and I will shew the 
natio n. th:t nakedness, and the kingdoms thy 
shame"; r:ext , dirt was cast on them , and thus 
they \;ere made fun of; that picture (also 
shown on Babylonian buildings: it was a general 
practice) is described with great relish by many 
prophets (almost as great as the " dashing in 

p ieces" of the enemies' childre.n); c. m . Dante 
nakedness is the punishment o t many kmds of 
sinners in Hell, even of those who were ne ither 
good no t bad, on the Dark Plain ; B. the 1-l~br~w 
horror of nakedness: a. the shame of bemg 
naked before the Lord': e.g. Gen. 3, IO; Ex. 20 , 
26. e tc.; b. the nudity o f the images of ' idola 
t ry' in itself was an abom ination to the He
brews: "The sight whereof ent iceth the foo l to 
lust aft er it, arid he loveth the \jfeless figure of a 

7. immodesty, shamelessness: a. M.A.: 
'nudilas criminatis': lasciviousness and vam ex
hibition ; b. Dante complains of the. fashio n of 
Florentine women who exposed thetr breasts t~ 
the street: " L'andar mostra:ndo con le poppe ti 
petto" (Purg. 23) ; 8. the dead: the shades of the 
dead are supposed to be naked; so Morpheus 
appeared to Alcyon in the fo rm of her dccc.:sed 
husband Ccyx (v. Kingfisher): "sme vcst1bus 
ullis": Ovid (Me tam. l· I , 654); this may be. re
lated to the unsexing after death ; 9. moummg: 
the rend ing of one's clothes is a later form of 
denuding o neself for mourning; it was the cus
tom fo r women to wear hair-cloth under .thetr 
breasts (even the hired, professio nal wailers) 
and the men only a loincloth (v. also Sack
cloth) ; moreover, unmarried girls (normally 
shut up) showed themselves o u tside the ho use, 
they came 'for th', and some 'walked on the 
walls' and some sat at the windows at least, so 
tha t they were clearly visible (to the god of the 
skies); the latter may have been prosti tutes 
(q.v.); ref. 2Maccabees 3, 19; all .these ntes have 
been explained as: a. a way to dist ract t~1c cn.vy 
of the dangerous ghosts; b. a way to 1d,en11fy 
o neself with the dead to avo id the ghosts hos
tility; even though offi cially the ghosts go to 
that dull place 'sheol' , where they have no.pow
er (v. Underworld). people may have prcterred 

· to remain on the safe side; 
1 O. female warriors generally expose one 

breast: the Amazons (= 'one breast') had. one 
naked breast : Penthesilea's was bound with a 
gold belt; also ('am ilia in Vergil (Aen. 11 •. 64 7~; 
11. in deit y-images: the upper part ol their 
bodies is of ten naked (the visible upper portto n 
of the universe), whereas the lower . hmbs 
(earth-fertility and decom position) 1s hidden; 
12. v. Clothes, and Woman. 
name , 

I. the soul, a n inherent part of a person s 
life-power ; 1:1ercfore it is essential . 'to have a 
na me': the purpose of the butldrng of the 
Tower of Babel was "to make a name" (Gen. 4 , 
11 ), and thus to prevent being. sca ttered ; v. 
Tower; 2. in magic it is of vital nnpor.~ancc ~o 
know the nam e: a. of the being one ltghts: m 
exorcism one must know the name of the par
ticular evil spirit which possesses a man, and to 
pronounce it (from Babylonian t imes); there
fore Cluist asked: "Wha t is thy name? And he· 
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Naphtali 

answered, say ing, My name is Legion: for we 
are many": Mark 5, 9; b. of the deity whose 
help one wants to invoke: if one knows the 
name of a god, one has his magic power at one's 
disposal; therefore the Egyptians often kept the 
gods' names secret, so as not to scatter their 
magic power; that made Moses ask God 's name: 
Ex. 6, 3; cf. Pliny (28, 4); Moses' power was 
largely derived from his kno wledge of the 
Lord's nam e: e.g. "And I appeared unto Abra
ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name 
of God Almighty, but by my name Jehova was 
1 not known to them": Ex. 6 , 3; 3. people of
ten found it safer to have a public name, and an 
individual, secret one, which could not be used 
by enemies; even c ities had such names (Pliny 
3, 5); 4. on entering a new station of life a new 
name is given, or a name is added: e.g. at R.C. 
Confirmation, at marriage (for women), et c.; 

5. names carrying the power of the things 
they stand for, the names of gods (and the 
devil) must be replaced by safer names, e.g. the 
Ineffable, the Host of Many (Hades), the Evil 
One, etc.; 6. folklore: a. choice: the choice of a 
child's name is of the greatest importance; it 
was often chosen by opening the Bible at ran
dom and taking the first name of the sex one 
comes across (leaving the choice to God); nam
ing a child after a person meant that it was to 
'inherit' that person's qualities: so one must no t 
choose a dead brother, etc.; b. ta bus: keep a 
child's nam e a secre t until it has been baptized 
(before that it is most liable to witches' innu
ence), e tc.; c. among sailors: it is unlucky to 
re-name a ship: e.g. the Lusitania; 7. v. Word. 
Naphtali 

I. the 6th son of Jacob by Bilhah, Rachel's 
maid; 2. the name: 'wrestling': Rachel said: 
"With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister and I have prevailed" (Gen . 30, 8); or, 
'the struggle of God'; 3. agriculture;4. emblems: 
a. (Afri.can) deer: "Naphthali is a h ind let loose : 
he giveth goodly words" (Gen. 49, 21); b. colour: 
wine; c. gem: amethyst (acc. to R. Graves: 
Dark green malachite); d. direction: the west 
and south (Moses' blessing in Deut. 33, 23), 
though his tribe (with his brother Dan's) lived 
in the North; e. season: ploughing, harvest; 5. 
Zodiac: governs Capricorn. 
Naples 

I. Vergil's own (?)epitaph: "Mantua me ge
nuit , Calabri rapuere, tenet nunc Parthenope. 
Cecini pascua, rura, duces" (Mantua bore me, 
the Calabrians carried me off, Naples holds me 
no w. I sang of pastures, farms, and leaders); 2. 
Eliz.: related to venereal diseases: Troil. 2, 3: 
"The Neapolitan bone-ache"; there is also an 
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obscure reference in 0th. 3, I ; 3. proverb: "S1·1· 
Naples and then die". 
narcissus 

I. the name: 'to numb', 'to put to sleep' 
the nower was named after the son of llll' 
Naiad Liriope and the river-god Cephisus (Ovid 
Metam. 3, 342ff.), who pined away for love o l 
his own reflexion; the n ower that grew out ot 
his body is white and red (colours of the Grca1 
Goddess); it nowers 3 t imes, coinciding wh h 
the 3 periods for ploughing; 2. vanity, self-loVl'. 
3. self-contemplation, introspection; in a Co' 
mic sense the world (or God) contemplati n1• 
itself (himself) ; 4. madness: its painfully sweet 
smell may cause madness; 5. sacred to the Erin 
yes: a. wreaths were worn by the Fates; h 
M.A.: attr ibute of Revenge; 6. Christian . 
triumph of divine love over worldliness, sacri 
fice over selfishness; 7. P. Valery: comple ll' 
spiritual enjoyment of self; self-sufficiency, 
search after knowledge, undisturbed by exterior 
forces, nor transmitting knowledge to others; 8 
virtues : a. a pain-killer: garlands of nar cissus 
offered to the Furies numbed the criminals; b. a 
vulnerary; c. a cosmetic (Ovid and Pliny) : narcis· 
sus-bulbs are good for removing skin-blemishes 
and hardening; 9. v. Iris. 
navel 

I. the Mystic Centre, the axis of the world , 
the root of the cosmic mountain; 2. the Om 
phalos, the centre of the earth: to calculate the 
centre of the earth Zeus had two eagles ny "in 
opposite directions, which met at Delphi; a n 
omphalos was set up there guarded by two 
eagles; for the Jews: Jerusalem; 3. a deity
throne, especia lly of the earth-goddess; 4 . an 
drogyne: a. as a hub: male; also the circles o l 
the sun; b. as a round hole: vulva; in the A.V. 
translation of SoS 7, 2 the word ' navel' is the 
translation of a Hebrew word meaning: (fe
male) secret (parts), a euphemism for vulva ; v. 
also Goblet; 5. ferti lity: a. Heracles' spinning
wheel was an omphalos; b. the sanctuary of the 
fer tili ty-hero Orestes was an omphalos; so was 
the Palatium in Rome; c. Classical Greek: seat 
o f female passion; 6. order, peace, tranquility: 
the still Centre; 7. prophetic: a. related to the 
oracle at Delphi; b. the navel-strings and the 
jawbones of hero-patriarchs were kept in caves, 
where they were asked to prophesy; 8. the vital 
centre: (Coriolanus denouncing the people's 
cowardice:) "being pressed to th' war, Even 
when the navel of the state was touched (= 
threatened) They would not thread the gates" : 
Cor. 3, l; 9. humanity: ghosts have no navels; 
10. destiny: as the navel-string controls a per
son's destiny, it must be guarded carefully (like 
the afterbirth, q .v.). 

neck . 
I . s trength; stubbornness; 2. execution: a. 

the gallows or beheading: " I 'll give thee his 
neck": 1 H4 2, 1; b. a millstone hung round the 
neck of one who gives offence to ch ildren and 
Is thus drowned; 3. stepping with arched neck = 
haughtily (since Greek); 4. the pains and smoul
dering fire of love enter keenest deep down 
hcneath the nape of the neck : Apollo mus 
Rhod. (Arg. 3, 762f. ). 
necklace 

1. unified multiplicity: fertility: a. Greek: al 
her wedding Aphrodite presented Harmoma 
with a famous necklace, made by Hcphaestos, 
wh ich conferred irresistible beauty on its wear
er; b. Norse: Brisingamen, q.v.; c. s ignifi~nt at· 
tribute o f fert ility-goddesses : the repe tition of 
lower sexual parts in the upper half of the 
hody; 2. riches; 3. light: attr ibute of sky-god
desses: Dawn, morning a nd evening-star, moon, 
rainbow, etc.; the necklace which Ishtar wears 
consists of the 'jewels of heaven'; 4. female: a. 
neck = sex; b. necklace: erotic link or bond; 5. 
protection: in Egypt a necklac~ with counter
poison was worn as a n amulet; 1t was given as a 
protection especially to women; 6 . necklaces of 
~old were given to foreign sold iers, of silver to 
Roman cit izens: Pliny (33, 10). 
nectar 

I. some Greeks believed that nectar was 
food instead of drink (e.g. Aleman); 2. accord
ing to R. Graves: oil, wine, honey, chopped 
cheese, and meal. 
need-fire 

the new fire which must be remade annually ; 
this was done on an impo rtant Eve (most com.
monly at Midsummer or Beltane, qq.~.), and 
n was produced by rubbing two (oak) sticks; all 
household-f ires were put out fir st ; the fire was 
then carried to the various households; while 
the fire was still burning men and women 
leaped over the flames (for fertility ) and the 
cattle were driven between the fires, or, when 
the fire had died out, the ca Ille was driven over 
the ashes to avert diseases, plague, famine, etc.; 
an extra Need-fire might be needed during the 
year in case of an epidemic. 

Neptune 

But yet so strong the sympat h y, It t urns, and 
points again to Thee": John Norris: "The Aspi
ration"; 4. psych.: in dreams: the mtellect with 
which e.g. insects (theriomorphic fo rm o f th.e 
lib ido) are pinned down (repressed); 5. needles 
eye: a. fo r the Camel passing through 1t : v. 
Camel; b. Dante: "thus did he , b y askmg, put 
the thread thro ugh the needle's eye of my de
sire" (for knowledg.e) (Pur~. 21, 3~:.); c . W.~ . 
Yeats: related to remcarnallon; cf. Veromca s 
Napkin", "Cuchulain Comforted"; 6 . folklore: 
being pricked by a need le is a warmng: t.he 
glove which Tarquin found before entermg 
Lucrece' s chamber, had a needle in it that 
pricked him when he picked up the glove , 
which sho uld have warned him to return: Luer. 
316ff.; 7. related to Tailor. 
negro 

t. the children of darkness; 2. psych. : a. the 
primitive a nd emotional self as animus (v. Ar
chetypes); b . the collect ive unconscious; c. the 
(Terrible) Father; d . the darker side of a per
son's personality, h is 'baser' passions. 
neighing 

I . exp ression of lust: Jer. 5, 8 ; 13, 27; 2 . 
pride boasting: (description o f a night-battle: ) 
"Ste~d threatens steed, in high and boastful 
neighs Piercing the night's dull car": HS 4, prol. 

I. 
Neptune (god) . . 

1. god of the sea as well as a deity o.t heav
e n: god of the Upper Waters: clouds, ram, fer
t ility ; 2. god of the l'all ; 3. horse.god: he cre
ated the first horses; 4. psych.: the deepest 
layers of the soul (sea = subconscious), some
times negat ive (raising storms: dest ructive). 
Neptune (planet) 

1. the planet of the 8th order from the sun; 
its discovery (in J 846) coincided with t he m
vent ion of ether and gaslight; 2. related to 
Neptu ne: a . regeneration ; b. bestower of intui
tion (subconscious); 3. extra-sensory percep
tion : the five 'old' planets are the five senses; 4 . 
'Zeitgeist' influence rather than ind.ividual : it 
takes 15 years to pass through one sign; 5 . the 
absorption into something groo~ and wo!1derful, 
but also modern dictatorship swaymg the 
masses; 6. the cosmic conscience; 7 . its colours 

needle 
1. phallus, its symbo lism analogous to Obe

lisk, stone column, spear, pin , nail, etc.; 2. femi
nine: a. symbol of marriage: "Needles a n.d pins, 
needles and pins, When a man's married h is 
trouble begins": pro verb ; b . Cleopatra has no 
connectio n with the famous Needle , except as 
the symbo lic receptacle of the phallus; 3. the 
North (as the needle of the compass): ~ .g . 
"Sometimes my erroneous needle does decline, 

symbolize wholeness: a. red: the father's pow
er; b. blue: the mother element; c . yellow: the 
child: new life; 8. general correspondences: a. 
period: the Bronze Age; b. Zodiac: Pisces; 9. its 
influence: a. impressio nabilit.y: fantasy and 
imagination, genius; b. mclmallon tow~rds 
mysticism, vagueness; in bad form : confusio n ; 
c. confidence men;·d. in bad form: frauds , de
cept ion, people of doubtfu l character; e. drunk
enness, drugs. 
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nerve 

nerve 
I. Rome: euphemism for phallus; 2. W. 

Blake: commerce (the whole nervous system); 
3. D. T/10111as: through spine to phallus from 
the hand (wrist): masturbation. 
net 

I. the Net of Heaven spans heaven and 
earth, and maintains world-order (Them is). act
ing as a fence to prevent trespassing: a. thus we 
hve 'under the net', and 'sin' upset; the equi lib
rium of the universe, which has to be restored 
by a sacr ifice; there is no escape from the Uni
verse (and its law): b. the net is the typical 
weapon of heaven (and its Supreme deity), the 
opposite of the Hero's sword: Yahweh has the 
usua l sun-and-lightning weapons (swords, ar
rows, etc.) but also the general Near Eastern 
attribute of the net, wit h which he caught the 
chaos-monster; he uses it in Job, Hos., Lament., 
etc.; c. Sumerian: justice and science, as two 
aspects of Shamash (Sun) with his net of rays; 
2. death: a. Clytemnestra caught Agamemnon 
m a net to kill him: b. Germ.: the net of death 
in which Ran(a), the goddess of the Wild Sea, 
caught the drowned sailors; c. "going on death's 
net, whom none resist'': Per. I , I; 3. resurrec
tion: as a consequence of world-order: e.g. the 
Egyptian mummies were wrapped in a net· 4. 
fertility and love: a. priestesses wore nets at the 
spring-carnaval, so the net wh ich caught Arcs 
(god of war and fert ility) and Aphrodite, may 
have been her own, though forged by Hephais
t?s, the underworld-smith of earthly riches (fer
lllll y); b. Britomartis (a companio n of Artemis) 
was the inventor of the Net; her Northern 
equivalent was Goda (v. Goat), who also wore a 
net in a Spr ing-festival (v. also Godiva); cf. Ca l
limach us (11 3 I 90ff.); c. Rebekah probably 
mea ns 'net', 'snare' (e.g. Gen. 24); d. the magic 
of Love which "cast me into the hopeless net of 
Love-joy(s)": lbycus; "in the desires we hunt 
with the secret nets of Aphrodite" (another 
lyric); 

5. craftiness, 'ensnaring', especially the net 
for the feet to prevent escape: e.g. Lament. I , 
13; Eze. 12, 13, etc.; 6. magical authority; 7. 
psych.: a. a (often unconscious) being tied to 
an unchanging situation (v. Knot); b. fishing in 
the water of subconsciousness; 8. W. Bloke: a. 
the silken net of matrimony: cf. the golden 
c.age; b. the net of Religion and Restraint; espe
cially outward religion; c. matter ; 9. W.B. 
Yeats: a. the net of right and wrong (cf. I as 

Thcmis-'justice'); b. instrument to catch the gi rl 
(fish); 1 O. for the net as a weapon of the 
Roman rctiarius-gladiator v. Trident; v. also 
Entanglement and Devouring. 
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nettle 
I. envy; slander; Cruelty-emblem; 2. repent

ance: "di penter ... l'ortica": Dante (Purg. 31 , 
85): 3. courage: when grasped firmly, it doc, 
not sting: 4. love: a. aphrodisiac: nettle, helle
bore and cyclamen form an excellent composi
tion for a love-philtre; but Ovid (De Arte Am. 
2. 41 7) prefers pepper mingled with the seed~ 
of nettle; b. M.A.: the glow of Vice (= unli
cenced impurity): 5. death: nettles thror.~ 
about graves; ref. Tit. Andr. 2, 3; 6. danger: 
"Out of th is nettle, danger, we pluck this flow
er, safety": 1114 2, 3: 7. enemy: " Better be 
st ung by a nettle than pricked by a rose" (= 
better be wronged by an enemy than by a 
friend): proverb: 8 . astrol.: a. ruled by Mars it s 
qua lit y being hot and dry (perhaps a refcre~ce 
in 0th. I, 3); b. nettle-tops were eaten in spring 
(compensating hot and cold and dry and wet) 
in order to consume the ph legmatic superflui
ties in the body; 9. folklore: a . connected with 
thunder; protection against lightning; b. sign of 
good soil; c. the most powerful nettles are those 
on which the sun never shone; d. cures: (gener
ally: 'like kills like') fevers, rheumatism, etc. 
St. Nicholas of Myra 

patron-saint of: I . ch ildren: on a visit to an 
inn he saw the innkeeper serve children's meat · 
he found three corpses cut up and pickled: 
blessed them, and they lived again; as Northern 
Santa Claus he shows great affinity with 
Woda n; accompanied by a negro servant "in 
Holland he shares in much Black and White 
symbo lism; 2. virgins, brides: on three succes
sive nights he secret ly threw three stockings 
f illed with gold into a neighbour's window, in 
order to save the neighbour's daughters from 
havmg to earn their dowers in a sinful way; 3. 
the poor: when his parents died he gave all his 
money to the poor ; 4 . sailors (travellers): on a 
voyage to the H. Land he quieted a storm; 5. 
pawnbrokers, merchants: the three stock ings of 
2 became three purses or balls, the emblem of 
pawnbrokers (v. also Ball); 6. scholars: ref. 
Gent. 3, I : " ... and St. Nicholas be thy speed" ; 
7. Aberdeen; 8. Russia; 9. "St. Nicholas' 
clerks": thieves (ref. I H4 2, I). either because 
Nicholas = 'necklace' = noose for hanging, or 
because of the golden balls and purses. 
night 

I. darkness, death, winter: (Egypt) the dead 
pass through the night to resurrect ion ; 2. evil, 
passivity, involution: a. Hebrew: adversity , 
tumult, and uncertainty; b. the night-air is un
healthy: "O hateful, vaporous and foggy night " 
(Luer. 771), and "thou furnace of fou l reeking 
smoke" (Luer. 799); 3. primeval darkness pre-

lCcling the creation of all things: 4. the fcmi-
11mc, fertility: a. a lustful female overcoming 
and ravishing the sun; b. (Egypt) the mother of 
.di things, even the gods; 5. mystic: (St. John of 
the Cross:) the state of the soul in which it 
.1ttains union with god; 6. hearing: "The night 
has ears"; 7. psych.: the subconscious; 8. W. 
/Jlake: the Age of Experience; 9. Mal/arme: 
' l'urc Night': the protective cover of the Abso
lute. which surrounds the dead poet in his 
f lory; 10. P. Valery: ("Poesie") : absolute con
tentment; I 1. v. Darkness. 
night-crossing 

I . the night sea-journey of the sun(hcro) in 
a chest , bark, cup, etc., which is accompanied 
hy all kinds of hazards; he often has a woman 
with him; he may also be devoured by a water
monster in the West, make the night-travel to 
the East, and light a fire in the belly of the 
monster as he feels hungry; he then cuts ou t a 
piece from the monster's heart, and it 'lands' 
him on the coast; often a ll his hair is burnt off 
by the glow inside the fish; he often frees those 
whom the monster had devoured before; thus 
the Night-crossing comes very near the Descent 
into Hell ; cf. Jonah and Christ ; 2. most sea
faring gods and heroes are thus solar symbols. 
usually t ravelling withershins; 3. psych.: (Jung) 
the sea-monster (or Night itself) is the Uncon
scious (bot h maternal symtols) into which the 
ego plunges, fo llowed by temporary death (= 
Descent into ll ell, also of Odysseus, Aeneas, 
a nd Dante); 4. the moment before rebirth: e.g. 
a. the period of stagnant inertia in the "Rime of 
the Ancient Mar iner"; b. in the R.C. Church a 
period of Retreat and Atonement, from which 
the New Man will be born. 
nightingale 

I. myth.: a. Phi lomela, flee ing lo Athens 
from Tereus' rage after she had served him her 
sister's son ltys to ea t , in order to revenge her 
sister's rape (v. Swallow) was changed into a 
nightingale, crying " ltu, ltu" (='willow'): Ovid 
(Metam. 6, 438- 674); in nature-myth the event 
has been explained as dawn-douds greeting the 
sun; in the Gr. original it was Procne who be
came the nightingale; b. Aedon, having killed 
her child lt ylus by mistake, was turned into a 
nightinga le, lamenting her child nightly in early 
summer; 2. legends: a. she leans her breast 
against a thorn to remember her sorrows: ref.: 
Pass. Pilgr. (20, 9): or (Persian) the bulbul fell 
in love wi th a white rose and sang till he died on 
its thorn, staining it red w ith blood: inspiration 
for love-poetry; b. Christia n: when it is going to 
die, it star ts singing a t dawn, a nd keeps on sing
ing, more beautifully all the time, and by the 

nightmare 

ninth hour. it dies; c. anciently it was believed 
that it is the female nightingale that sings, not 
the male; ref.: Rom. 3, 5; d. the nightinga le 
mourns the death of her nestlings under the 
shade of the poplar: Vergil (Georg. 4 , 511 ); 3. 
herald of spring: a. "in summer's front doth 
sing; And stops her pipe in growth of riper 
days": Sonn. 102; b . the nightingale and the 
cuckoo sing both in the same month; Sappho: 
" the lovely-voiced harbinger of spring", sent by 
Zeus; 4. night-love bird: a. as such the opposite 
of the lark = the bird of dawn (and morning
love): Rom. 3, 5; as the opposite of the Owl: 
worldly love v. Church love; b. wakefulness: 
"all but the wakeful nightingale; She all night 
long her amorous descant sung" : Milton (Par. 
Lost 4, 602f.); c. briskness in country-love: 
ballad ("The Brown Girl") : "I am as brown as 
can be, My eyes are black as a sloe; I am as 
brisk as a nightinga le and as wild as any doe"; 

5. poet ic escape: ecstasy carrying one be
yond the present : J. Keats ("Ode to a Nightin
ga le"); the robin and the nightingale do not live 
long in a cage; 6. unrequited love, yet inspira
tion to Jove-poetry: v. 2, a; 7. the devil's deceit: 
Oth.; 8. superstition: in medieval icons; 9. the 
eternal flow of song: "Still are thy pleasant 
voices, thy nightingales, awake: For Death, he 
taketh all away, but them he cannot take": 
Cory (" Heraclitus"); JO. 7'.S. Eliot: a. ("Swee
ney among the Nightingales":) betrayal: their 
song and 'liquid siftings' accompany both Aga
memnon's heroic death , and Sweeney's sordid 
murder; b. ("Waste Land":) related to the 
desert, which it fills with 'inviolable voice': the 
barrenness of Waste Land, but with the inevita
ble return of Spring-water; 11 . D. Thomas: the 
"din and tale" of the nightingale: death; 12. 
Fed. G. Lorca: blood, wh ich is 'singing through 
the veins' (Lament for I. Sanchez Mejias) . 
nightjar 

folklore: a. a b ird of evil omen: (like the 
owl) a night-bird with an uncanny cry; b. they 
arc often considered to be the souls, especially 
of unbaptized children ; c. L. 'Caprimulgus' = 
'Goat-m ilker' or 'Goat-sucker': they suck the 
udders of goats and cause them to go blind. 
nightmare 

I. (R. Graves: "The White Goddess" p. 26 :) 
"The Night Mare is one of the cruellest 
aspects of the White ·Goddess. Her nests, when 
one comes across them in dreams, lodged in 
rock-clefts or the branches of enormous hollow 
yews, are built of carefully chosen twigs, lined 
with the white horse-hair and the plumage of 
prophetic birds and littered with the jaw-bones 
and entrails of poets. The prophet Job said of 
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nightshade 

her: 'She dwclleth and abideth upon the rock. 
Her young o nes also suck up blood' "; 2. 
Graeco-Roman : a. connected with the mare
headcd Goddess Hecate; b. connected with 
Typhon = sirocco; c. connected with the twin
giants Ephialtcs and Otus (grand-sons of Heca
t~): the inc ubus, the o rgiastic nightmare, sti
fling and ou traging a woman who lies on her 
back; v. Incubus and Succubus, with which the 
Nightmare became ide nt ified; the belief in the 
incubus dates at least from Hebrew 'Zohar'; yet 
we had better connect the nightmare with the 
feelings of terror at sex ual assault, and the in
cubus with its pleasurable fee lings; d. connected 
with the lamiae; 3. Northern : Odin was invoked 
aga inst them, and, in Christian times, St. 
Swithold ; 4. connected with the number nine: 
e.g. "the nightmare and her nine-fold": Lear 3, 
4; 5. psych.: repressed sex ual desires, especially 
Incest. 
nightshade 

I . the name of a number of plants of the 
Solaceae-family with extremely poisono us ber
ries and fo liage; the Deadly Nightshade ('Atro
pa belladonna') is the most poisonous British 
plant; 2. death, darkness; 3. witchcraft: it 
makes men 'conceive things which are not'; 4. 
skepticism, a nd an attribute of Truth; 5. forget
fulness: " ruby grape of Proserpine": touching 
the forehead with it brings forgetfulness: J. 
Keats ("Ode on Mela ncholy"); 6. astrol.: gov
erned by Mars; 7. folklore: a. related to witch
craft: because of its sinister appearance and the 
fact that it grows near ruins; b. it form s an 
importan t ingredient for witches' " fl ying-oint
ment " . 
nimbus 

I. cruc ifo rm : reserved for the Trinity; cf. 
Aureo le and Mandorla; 2. circular: a saint; 3. 
sq uare: a . t.he cardinal virtues; b. M.A.: living 
persons: popes, sovereigns, e tc.; 4. six-sid ed: a. 
one degree below a saint; b. Giotto's "Pover
ty": a woman in a torn and patched dress w ith 
a co rd round the middle; 5. black: Judas. 
nine 

I . completeness, perfect io n , truth, end of a 
cycle (before the return to unity) : a. Pythago
ras: the treble triad : the extent to which num
bers can go: all others are embraced, or revo lv
ing in it ; b. it always reproduces itself: 2x9 = 18 
= I + 8 = 9; 3 x 9 = 27 = 2 + 7 = 9; etc.; 

2. related to the Great Goddess: A. moon: 
a. Pythagoras: the number of lunar increase or 
wisdom (whereas 8 = solar increase) ; b. the 
number of the orgiastic moon-priestesses de
vouring the Dionysus-bull; c. Artemis-Diana 
chose nine-year-old nymphs as her companions; 
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it is also the number of pre-marital chastity ; B 
sea: a. the n inth wave is traditionally tlw 
largest; b. Phyllis ran to the sea nine tim e,, 
when Demophoon d id not come to her: Ovid 
(De Arte Am. 3, 37); c. flood: Deucalion's ark 
remained on the water for nine days: Apollodo 
rus (I , 7, 2); d. the 60 daughters of Okeanos, 
choirilirls of Artemis, were 9 years old: Calli 
machus (H3, 14); C. motherhood, fertilit y : a 
months of human pregnancy (however, ten lu· 
nations, as shown sometimes in the Bible); b. 
the Eleusinian mysteries celebrating Deme tc1 
(fertility of motherhood) lasted nine days; c. 
Germ.: Heimdal had 9 (gigantic) mothers; for a 
c.urious androgynous story of a man behaving 
like a woman every ninth night , v. Njal's Saga 
(123); D. the arts: a. the fragmenta tion of th~ 
goddess int o Nine Muses; b. the synthesis of all 
colours; E. death: the Underworld, Hell: a. the 
Styx impr isons cer tain classes of the dead in 
Nine Circles of the neutral Dark Underworld ol 
Hades: e.g. suicides for love (among whom 
Dido), and the famous warrio rs: Vergil (A en. 6, 
440ff.) ; Dante, too, has 9 Circles of Hell· b 
(Rome) nine days after a funeral a sacrifice ~as 
made to the dead; c. Christian : Hell has nine 
gates: 3 of brass, 3 o f iron, and 3 of adamantinc 
stone; moreover, the Hell-hierarchy has a divi
sion into nine, copying the 9 choirs of the 
angels in Heaven ; d. stories of seven years' 
drought vary with nine years'; F. witchcraft : a 
the magic fo rm ulae generally had to be pro
nounced nine times, actions repeated nine 
times, etc.; e.g. Ovid (Mctam 14, 58), and cf. 
the Christian 'novena'; b. the cat, the witches' 
most common 'familiar', can be incarnated nine 
times: it has 'nine lives'; c. v. also Witch, and 
Blood (N, I, 3) ; 

3. (later) a masculine number: a. the Sabincs 
had nine gods; b. Lars Porsen(n)a swore by nine 
gods; c. tire N ine Worthies: King Arthur, Char
le magne, Godfrey de Bouillo n , David, Joshua, 
Judas Maccabeus, Alexander, Hector, and Julius 
Caesar ; d. for "Nine tailors make a man": v. 
Tailor; 4. the number of man (Mystic): a. Nep
tune: the hidden and mysterious forces in man ; 
b. Sagittarius: higher thoughts and philosophy; 
c. man , the Metaphysidan ; d. the balance be
tween the spiritual and material ;e. 
body active 
life-soul x neu tral 
spirit passive 
5. the Three Worlds: a. heavens, hells, and the 
three rings of re-incarnation, or fertility ; b . 
Norse: subdivided into 3 x 3 worlds; cf. 2, E; 6 . 
T.S. Eliot: ("The Wa ste Land":) "the hour of 
nine": a. in modern times: the beginning of of-

Ike-hours: spiritual death ; b. reference to Luke 
J \, 44: " there was darkness (brown fog) over 
the earth till the 9th hour" ; 7. folklore: a. it is 
1.1tal for musicians to write 9 symphonies: Beet
hoven , Schubert, Dvorak, Bruckner (Bruckner 
wrote 10, but called one Number 0); Mahler 
1,1llcd his 9th " Das Lied von der Erde"; b. an
other deadly nine: of Diamonds (q.v.). 
nineteen 

I . sometimes the Great Year (e.g. among the 
tl yperboreans, according to Diodorus) is 19 rev
olutions of the sun, and 235 lunations, because 
then a greater approximation of the Solar and 
I unar Years is reached than in the four-year 

111vision (v. Four); 2. death: it meant the end of 
the reign of a 'Year' (and so: death) of the Sacred 
King (v. King); 3. the number of socket-holes in 
the megalithic temple in Stonehenge: this may 
refer either to this, or to 12 months + 7 days= 
.1 year ; 4. Hecuba had I 9 children, according to 
llomer (II. 24, 496), but 20 according to 
Simonides; the latter was explained (by the 
Greeks themselves) as 'a love for round num
bers'; 5. a lucky numbe r : both I and 9 are 
lucky. 
Nobodaddy 

W. Blake: a. "Nobody's Daddy": the oppo
site of the Father of All: the Father of Jealousy 
- Urizen ; b. to the question why religion is a 
mystery, he answers that Woman (= the Cause 
of the Fall) wants it so. 
nodding . 

a nod of Zeus' head is the surest sign of h is 
unalterable irrevocable will: Homer (e.g. II. I , 
525); ' num'en' is related to Lat. 'nuere' := (di
vine) 'nodding'. 
noise 

I. punishm ent: in Dante the noise of cries 
and whirlwind is a punishment for those who 
arc outcasts from Heaven and Hell beca use they 
were neither good nor bad; as an additional 
punishment their naked skins are tormented by 
hornets and wasps; 2. folklore: when a girl 
dreams of noises, it means she will marry a 
tradesman or a sailor. 
noon 

1. the opposite of darkness: "O dark, dark, 
dark, amid the blaze of noon, Irrecoverably 
dark, total eclipse Without all hope of day": 
Milton ("Samson Agonistes" 80ff.); darkness at 
noon: Christ's death; still the t ime when the 
devil tempts most (cf. Ps. 9 1, 6); 2 . the top to 
be reached : e.g. also of the moon: "To behold 
the wand'ring moon, Riding near her highest 
noon ... ": Milton ("II Penseroso" 67f.) ; 3. 
" Love's night is noon": Tw. N. 3, l ; 4. sacred 
to Pan, who then rests after the chase: Theocri-

nose 

tus ('Thyrsis'); 5. correspondences: a. in man: 
middle age; b. season: summer. 
North 

J . darkness: the sun never shines from the 
North (in Western civilization): a. win ter; b. 
death ; c. night ; d. mystery; 2. the Polar star and 
world-axis: a. fu rthest bounds of the universe: 
"she would infect to the North Star": Ado 2, l ; 
b. W.B. Yeats: the Tree of Life with Polaris as 
the Rose (q.v.) ; c. v. Corona Borealis; 3. place 
of god: A. llebrew: a. God works from the 
North , where Job seeks and cannot find Him: 
"On the left hand (= North), where he doth 
work , but I cannot behold him"; also Ps. 48 , 2: 
the Mountain of God is in the North; b . God's 
vengeance co mes to Israel in the form of na
tions ' from the North'; this may apply, if the 
Assyrians and Babylonians came by the North
routc, but in later Jcr. Babel's down-fall again 
comes 'from the North', so= 'from Yahweh'; c. 
"Promotion cometh neither from the cast, nor 
from the west, not from the south": Ps. 75, 6; 
B. Celtic: the place where the White Goddess of 
the Moon imprisoned the dead sun-kings: there 
the sun never shines o r returns; C. Christian: 
the Gate of Heaven (perhaps a lso because 
Ezekiel's vision came from the North); 4 . the 
place of the Devil : a. the region of Lucifer's 
pride, of unbelievers, e tc. (cf. Isa. 14, J 2f.); 
there the frigidity of sinners is combined with 
the dragon emitting names and smoke (e.g. Eze. 
I , 4); b. also the region where Mars (perhaps as 
proto-devil) lived; ref. in G. Chaucer (Cant. 
Tales) ; 

5. W. Blake: a. the region of instinctive 
though t, of the Spirit ; b. Jesus came from Gali
lee to Jerusalem; c. since th~ Fall: frozen sohd, 
winter; 6. A. Tennyson ("0, Swallow, Swal
low"): a. it is dark and true and tender in the 
North; the place where the swallow's nests am 
made; b. the sun of summ er in the North 1s 
brief; 7. folklore: a. the region of death: if a 
mother's head is pointing to the North when 
the baby is born , it will be lucky , because the 
baby will be born towards the South (Sun, life, 
etc.) then , so: away from death; b. proverb: 
"Three great evils come out of the North , a 
cold wind, a cunning knave, and a shrinking 
cloth";c. v. Clmrch . 
nose 

1. inquisitiveness, meddling; 2. snobbery; 3. 
innocence: "The big round tears Coursed one 
another down his innocent nose In piteous 
chase": AYL 2, 1; 4. the power of beauty: " Le 
nez de Cleopatre: s'il eut ete plus cou r t , toute 
la face de la terre aurait change" (If Cleopatra's 
nose had been a bit shorter, the whole face of 
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nostril 

the world would have been changed): B. Pascal 
("Pcnsccs" 2, 162); 

5. plainness, clearness: "As plain as a nose 
on a face" (proverb); 6. corresponds with the 
phallus in the lower limbs; 7. a hooked nose: a. 
characterist ic of the White Goddess; b. the most 
famous hook-nosed man was Julius Caesar: " I 
may justly say, with the hook-nosed fellow of 
Rome ... ": 2H4 4, 3; 8. colour: a. "One may 
know from your nose what pottage yo u love" 
(proverb); b. blue: "I have seen a lady's nose 
That has been b lue, but not her eyebrows": 
Wint. 2, I ; c. red: a. {childlore) a girl whose 
nose is red is in love; b. n ursery-rhyme: "Nose, 
nose, jo lly reel nose, And wha t gave thee that 
jo lly red nose? Nutmeg and ginger, c innamon 
and cloves, That's what gave me this jo lly reel 
nose"; 9. Christian: a. external: Divine unity, 
and the ' I am' in man; b. internal: Divine duali
ty: breath and spirit; 

I 0. folklore: a. in nursery-rhymes we often 
find 'nose' in devil-co ntexts; b. putting one's 
fmger, or hand with outstretched fingers, etc. at 
the nose: contempt (of sexual origin); the same 
for nose-wrinkling (Montaigne); c. you wring a 
person's nose to make him come to after a faint 
by arousing the blood -circulation ; ref. 2H6 3, 2; 
l 1. for 0.T.: v. Nostril. 
nostril 

I. seat of the breath of life: "God breathed 
into his nost rils the breath of life; and man be
ca me a living soul": Gen. 2, 7; also Gen. 7, 22; 
2. anger: a. the blast of Yahweh's nostrils (wind 
and storm): Ex. l 5, 8; b. smoke or t he blast 
from Yahweh's brea th in 2Sam. 22, 9 and l 6; c. 
the scat of Yahweh's wrath : where Nahum (l 
3) has " the Lord is slow to anger", it literal!; 
says "he has a long nose"= a long breath('!), so 
that he can ho ld his breath (= fury) for a long 
tune before striking; 3. Mithraic: garlic rose 
from the dc:1d Bull 's nostrils; 4. W. Blake: Pas
sion. 
nothing. 

I . annihilation , death as a state of transfor
mation; 2. chaos, fro m which the world of ap
pearance arose, t he matrix in which fancy cre
ates: "And as imagination bodies forth The 
forms of things unknown, the poet's pen Turns 
them to shapes and gives to airy nothing A local 
habitation a nd a name": MND 5, I; 3. life: " It 
is a tale Told by an idiot, f ull of sound and 
f ury, Signifying noth ing": Mac. 5, 5; 4. Mal
larme: the Absolute: the reali ty into which the 
poet finally enters and loses himself; 5. v. Zero. 
November 

l . name: t he ninth month in t he (old) 
Roman calendar; 2. period of: a. agricultural 
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activities: a. taking pigs to t he oak-wood ; Ii 
killing pigs or an ox; b. it represents: cold 
gloom, death; 3. birthstone: topaz; 4. Zodiac 
Sagittarius (entered about 21st): 5. colou r 
blue ; 6. festivities: A. November 1st : "All 
Saints' Day": S ir Gawain leaves on his quest for 
the Green Kn igh t the day after All Sa ints' Day, 
wh ich (in the poem) is described as the end u l 
the fertile year, which fits in with the rites l1t 
ancestor-worship then held; v. Samhain : II 
November I Ith : a. St. Martin's Day: v. Mart in 
mas; b. Rome: Feast of Bacchus, the Vinalia ; r 
(st ill) genera lly the beginning of the Carnaval 
fest ivities. 
number 

I. as a ll numbers derive fro m one (unit y) , 
the farther a number is from one, the mot l' 
fragmented it is in matter: involution (however, 
v. Multiplicity) ; 2. odd and even numbers: A 
odd: a. Pythagoras: active, masculine, aspiring, 
good, the limited, 'fire'; b. Plato : Olympic; c 
Vcrgil : the gods like odd numbers (Eel . 8 , 75): 
d. the wit ches' num ber: there is even a tabu for 
them on even numbers, e.g. "Thrice and once 
the hedgepin whined" (Mac. 4, I); but the ir 
favourite numbers arc three and nine (and m ul 
tiplcs): "weary seven-night s nine times nine", 
and " thrice to th ine and thrice to mine, and 
thrice again to make up nine" (Mac.); B. even 
a. Py thagoras: passive, feminine, receptive, the 
unlimited, the sea of primordial matter; b. 
Pla to: demonic; c. M.A.: heaven has an eve~ 
number (ref. e.g. Rev. 7, 4 - 8), but hell is num
berless (ref. Job I 0, 22); 3. prime number': 
irreducibility ; the higher the number the greater 
the compl ex ity ; 4. repetition of a num ber: a. 
stresses the quantitat ive power; b. detracts from 
its spiritua l digni ty; c. 666 = the Beast of R ev. : 
6 is inferior to 7 ; 

5.fusion: a. by myst ic addition: e.g. 374 = 
3 + 4 + 7 = 14 = I + 4 = 5: b. by succession: e.g. 
2 l reduces conflict (2) to it s solution(= unity : 
l ) ; 6. mu/1iplicatio11: often increases the power 
of the original number, e.g. 5 = erotic, so 15 
and 25 are erot ic too; 7. the Golden Number: 
fo r a given year between I and 19 (inclusive) to 
designate t he year of the moon in its 19-ycar 
calenda r cycle; this number is used to deter
mine Easter ; 8. Pythagoras: 0 = c ircle: a snake 
biting its own tail : God before creat ion infinite 
possibility; I = dot in the circle: the c~n tral or 
circum ferential fire, the beginning of creation ; 
2_ = broken lme: pola rity, resistance, primordial 
matter; 3 =equila teral t riangle: active unity of 
duality, source and prototype of a ll t hat has 
been created; 4 = square : material forms and 
detached units, the tetractys; 5 = five-pointed 

, t.ir (q.v.): spirit (I) having power over matter 
(4 ): 6 = six-pointed star (q.v.): structural unity 
111 t he cosmos and e.g. man: both arc built on 
lhrcc main principles; 7 = equilateral triangle 
111 \tdc a square: divine power in material form 
(;1 high Initiate and Divine Messenger); 8 = oc
t.1gonal : 4 + 4: order in matter, justice, harmo
ny, friendship; 9 = the treble triad: the extent 
to which numbers can go: a ll others a re em
braced, or revolving in it; 9. Cabala: a. the Crea
tor (Ainsoph) = 1, married to Zero (0), which 
produced the numbers 2 through nine; b. t he 
numbers I - 10 represent the Descent (Fall) of 
1hc Eternal Spirit into the world of phenomenal 
mani festation ; 

10 . folklore: a. odd numbers arc lucky (cs-
1iccia lly 3, 7, 9, 13) ; b. one occurrence (wheth
er good or bad) tends to evoke two more; c. the 
7th and 9 th year in a man's life bring great 
change and great danger: therefore the most 
dangerous year is 63; d . counting is a dangerous 
.iction (e.g. v. Star); e. rhyming numbers: One, 
two. buckle my shoe; Three, fo ur, knock at the 
door (or: shut the door): Five, six, picking up 
, tkks; Seven, eight , lay them straight: Nine, 
ten, a good fat man ; Eleven, twelve, dig and 
delve (or: men must delve); Thirteen, fo urt een, 
maids a-court ing (or: maids are courting); Fif
teen, sixteen, maids in the kitchen ; Seventeen, 
e ighteen, maids in waiting; Nineteen, twenty, 
my plate's empty; f. nursery-rhymes: a. in 
counting magpies, crows, buses, etc.: "One for 
sorrow, Two for joy, Three for a lc t te.r , Four for a 
boy, Five for silver, six for gold, Seven 
fo r a secret, that's never been told, Eigh t for a 
letter from over the sea, Nine for a lover as true 
as can be" (there are variants, e .g. "Five fo r a 
sweetheart, six for a kiss, Seven for an evening 
full of bliss"); b. "One's none, Two's some: 
Three's many ; F our's a penny; Five's a little 
hund red"; 11. v. ind ivid ual numbers, Biruiry, 
etc. 
nut 

l . mystery, hidden wisdom: a lmost a ll nuts. 
but especia lly the Hazel, q.v.; 2. fertility , hid
den riches, bu t especially marriage and child
birth: a. Rome: t he br idegroom must sca tter 
nuts (Vergil: Ed. 8 , 30): nuts are also con
nected with the lovt' of the boy-concubine, 
who, when his lover marries. is supposed to i:ive 
nuts to the slaves, 'as he has played with nuts 
long enough' (Catull us): b. testicles: 'nut-crack
ini:': coition, especially between a small m;in 
and an overbearing fema le; c . v. Folklore below; 
3. bitterness wit h a sweet kernel : a. M.A.: 
Christ 's Passion and its sweet fru it; b . 'As sweet 
as a nu t': phrase; 4. depth : " I went into the 

nymph 

nut-orchard": Cabala: contemplation of the 
Merkabah (the th rone of God with the choirs of 
angels as dcscri bed in Eze. 1) in the 'nut-garden ' 
('Ginct Egoz'): 

5. soul ; reincarnation: a soul can be reborn 
by becoming a nut, and then he ea ten by a 
prospective mother (Greece); cf. Bean and Fish ; 
6. Celtic: a. connected with the 9th month: 
August-September; b. t he letter C; 7. cosm etic: 
since Tibullus we have known that women (and 
men ) have coloured the ir grey hair with a die 
made from the green husks of nuts; 8. madness: 
through head ='nut ': "to be off one's nut"; cf. 
'a screw loose', so der ived from a different 
mean ing of 'n ut'; or, an inversion of nut= wis
dom (cf. owl) ; 9. nut/wok: constab le: " The 
nuthook's humour": Wiv. l , I ; 

10. folklore: a. fertility, love: plen tiful 
crops of nu ts mean many births in the parish, 
usually boys; b. the devil : sometimes the devil 
is associated with nut-gathering: he co llects 
nuts himself, and carries a bag for the purpose; 
c. nursery-rhyme (perhaps a reference to the 
visit of Juana la Loca to the court of Henry 
V II): " I had a little nut tree, Noth ing it would 
bear But a silver nutmeg And a golden pear. 
The King of .Spain's daughte r Came to visit me, 
And all for the sake Of my little nut tree". 
nutmeg 

1. G. Chaucer: nutmeg was put in ale ("Sir 
Topaz"); 2. D. Thomas: "serve t he plagued 
groom and bride": a. ceremonial spice: cf. Nut 
2, a; b. an aphrodisiac; c. abor tive (?): t he 
'chi ld' is " love's plague". 
nymph 

l. name: (prob.) Gr. 'bride', 'doll', 'veiled 
one', inner labiac of the vulva; 2. beautiful fe
male divini ties of lower rank, mostly connected 
with fe rtility (-bring ing) aspects of nature (for
ests, clouds, marshes, rivers, lakes); thus they 
were origin;1 lly connected with t he Sacred 
Kini: {v. King). whom they are believed to have 
chased while he underwent his seasonal 
changes, instead of the Nymphs changing form 
to 'escape his ardent a ttentions', e.g.: a. Zeus 
chasing Mc tis, or Nemesis; b . J>cleus chasing 
Thetis; c. the Python chasing Leto {Latona , 
Leda): d. Silenus (beside riding an ass) is a lso 
represented as nymph-riding, which may mean 
he is carried off by one; thus probably a varia nt 
to the goddess-priestesses handing the Apple of 
Immo rtality (v. Apple); 3. her sacred animal 
was often the swan; 4. as priestess (or represen
tative) of the Great Goddess she attends: a. 
birth and fertility: b. d issolution and death ; 5. 
they arc grea t dancers and singers; 6. when ac
companyini: gods they often funct ion as their 
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nymph 

concomitant ideas, their 'anima' (female energy); 
cf. Indian saktt; 7. Paracelsus: "regio nymphidi
ca": the undeveloped stage (nymph = pupa) of 
the individuation process: a. temptation· b. 
transitoriness; c. multipl icity and dissolutlon; 
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cf. Chrysalis, etc.; 8. Jung: an independent and 
fragmentary expression of the feminine chara c 
ter of the unconscious; 9. noble families often 
claim descent from a nymph, e.g. v. Melusina 

0 
1. Hebr. 'ayin' (=eye) is a breathing, not a 

vowel; Egyptian hier.: non-existent; Etruscan: a 
rncle with a dot; Celtic: furze; A.S.: 'inherit
Jnce'; 2. symbolizes: a . all symbolism of Cup 
(q.v.), e.g. fertility, chaos-water, wisdom; b. all 
symbolism of the Circle (q.v.); c. perfect ion: 
o.g. "Giotto's 0": the perfec t circle this painter 
could draw freehand; 3. correspondences: a. 
season: the spring equinox (v. Calendar); b. 
astrol. : Virgo and Mars (if om icron) or Saturn 
(if omega); c. body: liver, heart; d. Tarot: the 
Fool; 4. special references: a. "This wooden 
O": the theatre (Pro!. to MS); b. star, a small 
circle or spot : 'yon fiery oes and eyes of night': 
MND 3, 2; v. also LLL; c. a cipher, nothing: 
"Thou art an 0 without a figure": Lear l, 4 ; v. 
also Zero; d. when the Greek poet Philoxenus, 
living in banishment for refusing to praise the 
poems of the tyrant of Cythera, was requested 
to return, he only answered by a series of con
centric O's on the page, as a fla t refusal; e. la
ment: "Why should yo u fa ll into so deep an 
O?": Rom. 3, 3. 
oak 

1. the various kinds of oak have been col
lected under one heading, as they arc generally 
undistinguished, so Hebr. ' terebinth' has been 
given here; in Europe generally the King of the 
Wood; 2. strength: a. the roo ts are as thick, and 
go as far down towards Tartarus, as the 
branches go up to heaven, so it is not to be 
uprooted by storms: Vergil (Georg. 2, 29lff.; 
Aen. 4, 445); therefore also the tree is an em
blem of deities ruling in the Upper and Nether 
worlds; b. "Yet destroyed I the Am or ite before 
them, whose height was like the height of the 
ceda rs, and he was strong as the oaks": Amos 2, 
9; 3. (often an evergreen) longevity, immortali
ty: a. its leaves are eight-lobed and flaming in 
autumn: regeneration and life-fire (v. also 6); b. 
in some myths it is the first tree created, and 
the h uman race sprang from it (cf. Alder); c . 
coffins a re made of oak; d. the Yule-tide log; 4. 
related to the Sun-king (and his death), majes
ty: a. he was crowned under an oak; b. gallows, 
crucifix, etc. of the (emasculated) King were 
made of oak (e.g. an emblem of the Crucifixion 

0 
of Christ), or it formed the fuel for his funeral 
pyre; v. also Mistletoe and Balder; c. the oak is 
connected with Midsummer, originally the time 
of death of the Oak-king, who was followed by 
his Holly-twin; v. also Holly; in the Celtic Tree
Calendar it represents the 7th month: June 10 -
J uly 7; d. his weapon was often an oak-club: 
e.g. Heracles; e. oaths were made under it, and 
justice dispensed; f. sacr ifices were offered 
under it ; e.g. the ref. in 8, a; 

5. sacred to the Great Goddess: a. to her 
priestess the Sacred King was married; b. sacred 
to Cybele, Rhea, and Artemis ; c. sacred to the 
Erinyes as goddesses also of fertility and the 
Underworld (as triform Moon-goddess); d. 
Circe's island was full of oak; e. the grove of 
Diana Nemorensis, near the lake of Nemi, was 
the old site of the ritual marriage of the priest
ess and the oak-king (also of his death); later it 
remained a haunt of lovers: Ovid (De Arte Am. 
l, 259ff.); f. the C'iconian Maenads, who had 
killed Orpheus, were turned into oaks: Ovid 
(Metam. 11, 3ff. ); 6. fire, fertility : a. material 
fo r the midsummer bonfires: v. also 4, b; b. it 
attracts lightning: an attribute of thunder-gods 
like Yahweh, Jupiter, and Thor: all fertility as 
well as fire-gods; c. oak-trees must be felled 
with double-axes: Jupiter's thunderbolt of fer
tility, attracting rain (with thunder); d. the Gol
den r:1eece in Colchis was na iled to an Oak; 7. 
turning-point, world-axis, and door: a. Midsum
mer, when the Oak king was killed, is the day 
on which the year 'hinges'; the souls of the 
Kings were often taken to the unmoved-mover 
Goddess of the Silver Castle (v. Aurora Bore
alis), around whom the universe 'mills' or 
'hinges'; v. also Hawthorn (3, b) and Porter ; b. 
hospitality: esp. for the Celts; c. door to heav
en; 8. oracular: a. in the 0.T. oaks are regular
ly represented as oracular: e.g. Abraham's oak 
of Mamre near Hebron (Gen. 13 , 18; A.V. often 
has 'plains' for 'oak'); later oak-divination and 
worship were forbidden: "they shall be ashamed 
of the oaks which ye have desired": Isa. l, 29f.; 
cf. Hos. 4, 13, Eze. 6, 13; b. the mast of 
the ship warned the Argonauts of danger; but v. 
also Apollonius Rhod. (1, 525ff.); c. the oaks 
of Dodona indicated that J upiter had granted a 
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oar 

wish: "The high oak trembled and branches 
mov~d without wind": Ovid (Metam. 7, 629f.); 
9. wisdom (of the elders): a. Norse : councils sat 
~nder oa ks as the abode of departed spirits; b. 

Those green-robed senators or m igh ty 
woods": J. Keats ("Hyperion"); 

I 0. faith, courage: a. 'heart of oak'; b. a gar
land. or crown of oak was or iginally the prize of 
soldiers who had rescued one taken prisoner· 
later for any glory in battle (e.g. in Cor. pass.)'. 
11 .. closeness: "as close as oak": a. c lose~ 
gramed: b. a close-fit ting door; 12. man• a. Phi
lemon, who, in his poverty, had en terta ined 
Jupiter and company unawares, was cha nged 
mto an oak (at hrs request) instead of dying, 
beside his wife Baucis, who changed into a 
lrnden tree: Ovid (Me tam. 8 , 620- 724 ); b. an 
oak-trunk (with the branches lopped off) repre
sents the human body, on which the trophies, 
t~e armour •. and the arms o f the vanquished 
king Mczcn trus arc hung in Vergil (Aen. I I , 5, 
and further) ; c. v. also 3, b; d. the Areadians 
were Sons of the Oak ('eggenoi dryos'): Lyco
phron 480: I 3. building: G. Chaucer: "the 
b1lder ook" (PoF 176); 14. ship: masts, oars, 
etc. (e.g. Eze. 27, 6); 
. 15 .her.: a. pride, beauty, power; b. posses

sion of woods; c. oak-leaves: military distinc
tton _<v. 10, b)J 16. astrol.: rcla ted to Jupiter; 
17. felled oak: terrible judgment: Isa. J , 30; 
18. W. Blake: deep-rooted, nourishing, and 
stubborn Error, .~ooted especia lly in England; 
19 . . W.B. Yeats: the blasted oak" ("Words for 
Music perhaps"): special magic potency: a. for 
curses: b. for sheltering the pre-Christian lovers· 

.20. folklore: a. felling an oak is an om ino u; 
action under any circumstance; b . it shrieks and 
groa~s .as. it falls; c .. it is not str uck by ligh tning; 
but if It IS struck, II mea ns a special (selective) 
honour ; d. protection against witches, though 
they themselves use oak-wreaths, e.g. to adorn 
the Holy Goat's Moon-horns; e. testimony: 
oaks were planted to mark boundaries; they 
were ca lled "Gospel Oaks", because par ts of the 
Gospel were read there; f. royalism: 'oak
apples' were the symbol of the Royalists a fter 
1660, since Charles II had hid under a n oa k in 
1651; g. The Oaks: the Derby-races for three
year o ld fil lies; 2 1. v. A com. 
oar 

I . mated a l progress (water = matter): e.g. at 
the foundmg of temples, the king made the 
round of the site with an oar in his hand · 2 
creative thought ; 3. the creative Word as so~rc~ 
of all action; 4. attr ibute of Saturn ; 5. v. Mace 
and Paddles. ' 
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oats 
I . pastoral poem or so ng: a shepherd's piJ~ 

can be made of its stqm ; 2. Rome: a degenera te 
form of wheat (Pliny 18, 44 ; cf. Vergil : "bar· 
ren ": Georg. I, 154 ); oatmeal porridge was the 
stap lL~food m Germania (cf. 'Oats' ent ry in John· 
son's Diet.); 3. youthful excesses ('sowing wild 
oats'); 4. proverb: " A famine in England begins 
at the horse-manger"(= when oats become dea r) 
obelisk 

1. phallus, regeneration , fertility: related to 
Stone, Pillar, Pyramid, etc.; v. also Needle; 2. 
s.un-ray, finge r of god , eternal li fe , solar asccn 
s1on; v. Pliny (36, 14 ); 3. penetration: light a' 
the penetrating spirit ; 4. suppor t of the sky; 5 
space: the four sides of the four directions and 
the zenith (pyram idal top); 6. general pr~tcc
t1on aga mst evil spir its. 
oboe 

.1. plai~ti~e, pastoral music; 2. phallic, mas
culine prmc1ple (according to form); 3. cf. 
Flute and Horn 
ocean 

I. the Greeks had o ne word fo r Ocean and 
Sea, therefore v. also Sea; often= 'horizon' (e.g. 
Aratus); 2. a great s tream, or snak e, encircling 
the earth ; 3. separation of the nethe r world and 
heaven, and transition from the solid (earth) to 
the formless (air) ; 4. desolation un bounded: 5. 
death and regeneration: the Abysmal Abode 
where tl~c sun is born and dies every day; 6. 11ir' 
cosmic tor~es in unending movement; 7. 'porta
ble. oceans : the tears {Crashaw); 8. W. Blake: 
(b~1.ng water) the ster ile waters of materialism, 
spmtual dea.th; the Ocean of Time a nd Space; 
9 . . Mallorme: le hasard' of the vast Infinite 
which confront s the poet; I 0. P. Valifry: exist
ence, unknown, unchartered, but real with 
MallarmC's idea rationalized; 11 . D. Tl;omas: 
the home of the whales (q.v.): vas t, and womb
ProJected. 
octagon 

I. regeneratio n: used fo r baptismal fon ts 
and fire altars; 2 . further: v. Eighl. 
October 

I . the 8th month of the (old) Roman ca le n
dar; 2. period of autumn, harvest, and resowing; 
3. brr.thstone: opal of tourmaline; 4. Zodiac: 
Scorpio (entered October 22nd); 5. colour: 
g.reen-blue; 6. Oower: carna tion, fringed gen
tian, and autumn leaves; 7. tutelary god: Mars. 
octopus 

I . related to the Spider's web and the Spi
ral: the Myst ic Centre, and the unfolding of 
creation; 2. as a monster it shares in the sym
bolism of Dragon a nd Whale: 3. it changes col-

our with its surroundings, and is a cra~ty robber 
11t ba it; 4. D. Thomas: a. a child in the wom b; 
h. a gestating poem (in the skull). 
Oedipus 

I . in Oedipus we sec most of the sun-hero 
qua li ties pe rsonified: a. he is an abandoned 
l'11ild; then becomes a wanderer; b. he kills his 
' father' (the ki ng of the Old Year), and marries 
his 'mother' (Dawn, spring); c. he 'solves the 
rnldle' = releases the waters of fertil ity; cf. the 
()uestor asking the right question; d. he is inevi
tably blinded: the 'eye' of day (sun) disappears; 
or eye= testicles, so emasculation of the Fertili
ty-ki ng (v. Eye); e. he is sometimes represented 
.1, accompanied in his darkness by his 'daugh
ter' ( the maid of gloaming or a utumn) ; 2. apart 
from other heroes in Greek mytho logy, having 
<;0me, or most of his characteristics (e.g. 
Daphnis, son of a Nrmph exposed under a 
laurel), we also constantly find typical Oedi
pus-themes in ballads, e.g. where "Edward , 
Ed ward" has killed his father, and is going to 
roam the world, leaving his wife and children, 
only \\fishing for his mother the 'Curse of Hell' 
because "Sic counsels ye gave to me, o !". 
ogre 

I. the Terrible Father, which figure may 
have been the origin of the myth of Saturn de
vouring his children as soon as Rhea gave birth 
to them; destruction as the inevitable outcome 
of creation ; 2. the Devo uring Terrible Mother 
(q.v.): fea r of incest, etc.; 3. prehuman savage 
life. 
oil 

l . riches; 2. light : a. as such part of the R.C. 
Chrism (v. 6); b. the grace of God; 3. consecra
tion and preservation against corruption : a. for 
high priests, kings, etc.; b. for the dead;4 . joy: 
the opposite of the Ashes of mourning: Isa. 61, 
3; 5. peace; 6. cunning: the unfavourable mean
ing of smoothness; 7. Chrism: the o il of purity 
(of conscience) and enlightenment, + the balm 
(sweet-smelling virtue, o r good reputation, or 
fai th); 8. universally used: a. before a dance and 
athletics: to keep out the cold and by massage 
loosen the muscles; also given as prizes at 
Games; b. before sexual intercourse, corona
tion, etc. as an incent ive and dedication; c. 
witches before going to a Sabbath did so with 
an ointment, which caused irregularity of the 
heartbeat (e.g. hemlock and aconite), or excite
ment (e.g. belladonna); especially when rubbed 
on legs and vagina, the oin tment could pene
trate into the bloodstream; a potion may have 
been added, and all together may have pro
duced the feeling of levitation ; 9. D. Thomas : 
life-giving: the opposite of the wax of death ; 
JO. v. Anoint and Ointment. 

olive 

ointment 
I. love, co1t1on; 2. purity: v. Fly (I); 3. 

heroism; 4. hospitality; 5. luxury; 6. O.T.: in 
Hebrew the word fo r ointment provides a pun 
with 'name'; therefore they are often found 
together : e.g. Eccl. 7, 1, and SoS I, 3; 7. v. Oil 
and A11oinl. 
oleander 

I. a shrub wi th beautiful flowers and poi
sonous leaves; they are dangerous to quad
rupeds, but protect humans from snakes; in 
wine it excites but its root is soporific; 2. be
ware; its honey causes madness (Pliny 2 1, 45). 
olive 

I. peace: a. "To a messenger who carries an 
olive (branch ; o r: wears an olive crown), the 
people throng to hear the news" (of peace): 
Dante (Purg. 2, 70f.) ; b. M.A. : attribute of 
Peace and Concord: 2. fertility: A. sacred to the 
Great Goddcss(es): a. to Leto-Latona as ferti li
ty-goddess: she gave birth to Apollo and Diana 
reclining on a palm and olive-tree: Ovid 
(Metam. 6, 335); b. sacred to Athena, who 
planted it at Athens, which was considered an 
even greater gift than Poseidon's horses; "truth
ful Minerva's berries": ·avid (Metam. 8, 654); 
wisdom: conn. with Plato's Academe (Milton); 
c. Medusa's rejuvenation broth was stirred with 
an o live-branch : Ovid (Metam. 7, 277); B. 
sacred to fertil ity-gods: a. Jupiter; yet it has an 
inveterate hatred for the oak; b. Hermes in
ven ted its cultivation : the cultivated olive can
not breed, but must be grafted on a wild olive; 
c. sacred to Heracles and Apollo; Odysseus ap
pearing before Nausicaa had o nly an olivc
branch to cover his nakedness (identification); 
d. connected with the (phallic, Hercules) top
joint o f the thumb: the seat of virility (v. Fin
gers) ; e. sacred to Faunus: after weathering a 

·storm sailors hung votive offerings to Faunus in 
an o live-tree: Vergil (Aen. 12, 766); C. con
nected with the Spring-equinox and the drying
up of winter-floods: a. Hercules' club which is 
also said to have been oak; ·b. the leaf in the 
bill o f Noah's dove; D. used in Hebrew liba
tions: on sacred stones (e.g. Gen. 28, 18), or 
phallic pillars (Gen. 35, 14); E. connected with 
children : "thy children (shall be) like olive 
plan ts round thy table" {with your wife as a 
vine): Ps. 128, 3; 3. prosperity : in the Q.T. the 
most desired food: the 'fatness' of the land; 4 . 
faith, righteousness: a. the righteous· is as a 
green o live-tree in the ho use of God: Ps. 52, 8; 
b. it was used for the lights in the Tabernacle, 
and as an ingredien t of the 'principal spices' of 
the Tabernacle; 

5. victory, hono ur : a. fetched from the land 
of the Hyperboreans by Heracles for the Olym-
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one 

pie games in honour of Zeus; the winner then 
got the t itle of 'Heracles-Zeus'; b. given to the 
winner of the Heraean games: v. Hair, I 5, A, II; 
given for peace and fertility; c. olive-wreaths 
were also given to the winners of the foot -race 
in Vergil (Aen. 5, 309); cf. the bay-wreaths for 
the winners of the boat-races; d. t he highest 
reward to any citizen in Greece; 6. beauty: "His 
branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as 
the o live tree, and his smell as Leba no n": Hos. 
14, 5; 7. dedication, ano intment (q.v.): a. to 
ano int kings, priests, e tc., but a lso guests: hos
pitality: Ps. 23, 5; b. two olive-trees stand on 
the sides of a menorah in Zecheriah's vision (ch. 
4): the two anointed ones who would rebuild 
the temple (the king and high-priest); 8. pride: 
pride in strength and quiet endurance, but 
broken in a storm (like the oak, the opposite o f 
the plia nt recd): Aesop (Fables 141 ); a fruit 
with no leaves typifies grossness; 9. the New 
Year: a. Greek: used as a besom to expel evil 
spirits (wild olive): the demons of the Old Year 
·orten took the form of nies; b. Celtic: c.on
nected with the first month (with bir ch): De
cember 24 · January 21; also used for New Year 
bonfires; 

10. rescue: a. Odysseus' weapon against the 
Cyclop's eye was an olive; b. la ter at Charybdus 
Odysseus could grasp an o live before the ship 
went down (Athena's protection); 11. medici
nal: mixed with betony it avoids drunkenness; 
12. astrol.: related to the Sun ; 13. "The Olive 
Land": Egypt; Horus was called the child of the 
Olive Tree; 14. W.B. Yeats: a . symbol of images 
(= the only reality, self-born): "miracle-bred 
out of the living stone"; b. symbol of heavenly 
glory, intransitoriness: " nor accident of peace 
nor war Shall wither that old marvel" ("Colo
nus' Praise"); 15. wild olive: a. bitter, because it 
is the metamorphosis of the Apulian shepherd 
who mocked dancing nymphs and cried sharp, 
boorish, and vulgar insults at them: Ovid 
(Metam. 14, 517ff.); b. allopathetic against 
snake-bites; beside 9, a, several other meanings 
of the olive apply to the wild olive as well. 
one 

I. unity, the Mystic Centre; 2. the Supreme 
Being: creat ive and preservative; 3. phallus, the 
masculine principle, activity; 4. light , revela
tion, spiritual unity, the non-manifest point; 5. 
Pythagoras: a. Essence; b. Reason; 6. CabaJa: 
the 'I am', the first Sephira (q.v.), the Spirit and 
the Word ; 7. correspondences: a. colour: red; b. 
astral.: Sun and Aries; 8. Christian: The Deity; 
9. psych.: a. occurs rarely; b. hermaphroditic 
unity of Paradise preceding the duality of good 
and evil; 10. v. Numbers, /, etc. 
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one hundred 
I. perfect ion; 2. military unit: a. Rome's 'cen

turiae'; b. Lear's knights; c. Pipers led the troops 
at Culloden Moor (1746). 
one hundred and eleven 

J. Joyce: plen itude. 
one hundred and fifty three 

Peter caught so many fishes (St. John 21 , 
11 ): the ancient world believed there were 153 
kinds of fish , so he caught one of each kind. 
one hundred and forty four 

favou rable: a. its sum is 9; b. it consists or 
multiples of 10 and 4 + quat ernity itself. 
one hundred and ten 

I 10 years: a. a canonical number; b. 2 1 
lustra of 5 years; c. the ideal age to die: a. 
(originally Egyptian:) Joseph died at l JO (Gen . 
50, 22), and so did Joshua (Josh. 24, 29);b. also 
in the.Ora cu la Sibyllina of the Etruscans. 
one hundred and twenty 

I. Hebrew: a large crowd, big enough to 
choose a council (of twenty-three); 2. a strong 
magical number : a. I x 2 x 3 x 4 x 5; b. the 
number of years the body of Father Christian 
Rosencrux had lain undecayed and undiscov
ered in his tomb. 
one hundred and two 

the number of Pilgrim Fathers (28 of whom 
were women). 
one thousand 

I. absolute perfection: the cube of 10 ; 2. 
the Infinite: the higher num bers are o nly multi- · 
pl ica tions of it. 
onion 

I. unity: the component parts from one or
ganic whole: a. the Primal Cause, deity-emblem ; 
cf. Lotus and Rose; b. the cosmos in perfect 
living equilibrium ; c. immortality; 2. light : most 
varieties are sensitive to length of night and 
day; 3. astrol.: related to Mars; 4 . folklore: a. 
they grow when the moon wanes, so they arc 
powerful against moon-witch agents; and like 
all strong-smelling herbs or tubers they scare off 
all illness-bearing evil spirits; keeping them in 
the house is usually sufficient (even if not cut) ; 
b. they are disliked by snakes; c. schoolboys to 
be caned rub a raw onio n on the palm of their 
hands: it deadens the pain; if they can rub it on 
the cane, it will split ; d. aphrodisiac: Ovid (De 
Arte Am. 2, 42 1 ); clears eye-sight, cures bites, 
gives a healthy complexion, and is so!l<ir ific 
(Pliny 20, 20). 
onyx 

I . general: a. a variety o f quartz, a striped 
agate with layers of black a nd white (with 
brown and red bands it is called sardonyx); b. 
the name: Gr. 'claw' or 'fingernail' was original-

ly given to onyx-marble, which resembles the 
rnlour of fingernail~; c. the best material to cut 
rnmeos from ; 2. period: Zodiac: related - to 
Capricorn, Cancer, or Leo (sometimes to Aqua
rius); 3. it symbolizes: a. dignity; b. clearness; c. 
tJuarrel; 4. virtues: a. it gives happiness in mar
riage and friendship; b. it protects against acci
dents: worn in breas:plates by travellers; c. it 
'cares off nightmares; 5. th€; Bible: a. in the 
Breastplate of the High-Priest it is connected 
with the t ribe of Joseph-Ephraim; by the Oc
cultists with Dan; b. the names of the tribes of 
Israel were engraved on the two stones o f the 
cphod (Ex. 28, 9): the Stones o f Memorial ; 6. 
('hristian: black onyx is used for rosaries: a. it 
curbs the passions; b. it s trengthens spiritual 
thoughts and devotion; 7. o nyx eyes: Father 
Christian Rosencrux is said to have had onyx 
eyes (ref. W.B. Yeats: "The Mountain Tomb"). 
opal 

1. in ancient times it ranked second only to 
the emerald; 2. period: the month of October; 
b. Zodia c: Pisces and Libra; 3. virtue: a. it gives 
hope, self-confidence and prophetic power; b. it 
increases happiness in love, faithfulness and 
tenderness; c. it purifies thoughts, and protects 
mnocence; d. it recreates the soul; prayers and 
pardon; e. it is a preservat ive against poison and 
air-contagion; f. it drives out grief; g. it prevents 
fainting, heart.gche, and evil affections. 
oracle 

in the 0.T. the oracles of God (still men
tioned in Romans 3, 2) came mainly: a. as judg
ment of the priest; b. through the mysterious 
Urim a nd Thummim (light-eruditio n a nd com
pleteness or perfection): probably two small 
stones of different sizes o r colours were cast 
and chosen as a divine ordeal; later they may 
just have been ornaments for the 'Breastplate' 
of the High-Priest, b ut they were believed in till 
after the return from exile in Babylon (Ezra 2, 
63); c. through the ephod (if they had this sepa
rate ephod); d. the phallic staffs, later regarded 
as idolat ry: "My people ask counsel at their 
stocks, and their staff declare th unto them" 
(Hos. 4, 12); e. through cast ing lots: e.g. to find 
o ut who is guilty in Jonah (1, 7); also !Sam. I 0, 
20; Prov. 16, 33, etc.; f. by ma!Cing arrows 
'bright': Eze. 21, 21; g. by means of visionary 
or ecsta tic nabis; h. by dreams, perhaps evoked 
by staying the night in a sa nctuary; i. by tera
phim, which were at the same time household 
gods: e.g. Gen. 31, l 9 ff., where Rachel had 
stolen her father's teraphim; j. from the rustling 
of the sacred Oaks, q.v.; k. by po uring a drop of 
oil, or throwing bits of wood into a cup filled 
with water , and then ' read' the d ivine answers; 

Ore 

I. by liver-inspection (hepatoscopy): Eze. 21, 
21; m. by necromancy: e.g. !Sam. 28, 7ff.; n. a 
certain event was predicted, and if that hap
pened, it was divine will: e.g. the servant o f 
Abraham choosing Rebekah in Gen. 24, l 2ff. 
orange (colo ur) 

I . fire: a. the holy spirit; b. pride, ambition; 
2. heat: a. lust, marriage; b. hospitality, benevo
lence; c. health, vigour ; 3. passionate red tem
pered by yellow (earthly) wisdom; 4. in impure 
form: a. the Devil; b. malevolence, egoism, 
cruelty, ferocity; c. desperation; 5. her. : (later 
addition) endurance, strength, worldly ambi
tion; 6. astrol.: assigned to the Sun (sometimes 
to Jupiter); 7. Buddhist: the Lord Buddha 
chose orange as h is colour, because it was for
merly worn by condemned cr iminals (cf. 
Spanish yellow); 8. v. Yellow and Saffron. 
orange (plant) 

1. as a golden fruit it is celestial: perfection 
and infinity ; 2. feminine (round shape): a. gen
erosity; b. ferti lit y: v. 6, a; c. chastity: attr. of 
the Virgin Mary; Claudio doubting Hero's hon
our in Ado, calls her a 'rotten orange"; 3. jeal
ousy: the count is "civil as an orange, and 
something of that jealous complexion": Ado 2, 
I; 4. F. G. Lorca: symbol of Jove (for its col
our): a. he says the sea has no oranges; b. with 
laurel used fo r bridal garlands in "Blood Wed
ding"; 

5. astrol.: related to Jupiter; 6. folklore: a. 
fertil ity: it is an evergreen, a nd blooms and 
bears fruit at the same t ime; e.g. J . Webster (D. 
of Malfi 2, 2); b. also in Britain the most usual 
flower in marriage-wreat hs nowadays; often 
thrown to the bridesmaids later; c. witchcraft: 
it symbolizes the victim's heart; d. nursery
rhyme a nd game: "Oranges and lemons, Say the 
bells of St. C lement's; You owe me five far
things, Say the bells of St. Martin's ; When will 
you pay me? Say the bells of Old Bailey; When 
I grow rich, Say the bells of Shoreditch; When 
will that be? Say the bells of Stepney; I'm sure I 
don't know, Says the great bell at Bow ; Here 
comes the candle to light you to bed, Here 
comes the chopper to chop off your head"; ex
planation: a. referring to the efficacious way in 
which Henry VIII d isposed of his discarded 
wives; b. the bells accompanying a condemned 
person to execution. 
orb 

I. completeness, perfection; v. further Ball 
and Globe; 2. (with a sceptre) dominion over 
the world; 3. sun, or any star (e.g. Mer. V. 5, I), 
or what is now called its orbit. 
Ore 

I . Ariosto: sea-monster that devours mortals 
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orchard 

(Ori. Fur.); 2. W. Blake: (anagra m for Cor = 
'heart':) a . the Spirit of Youth and Revolt ; b. 
the Child of the Poet and Inspira t ion (= Los 
and Enitharmon); c. he is crucified by his own 
parents for a while, b ut breaks loose, and di
rects the American and French Revolutions. 
orchard 

1. death : e.g. the place where Ham let 's fa
ther was murdered ; 2. D. Thomas: the place 
where the ark con taining the Bait (v. Leg) 'dies'; 
3. v Garden. 
orchid 

I. name: Gr. 'orchis' = testicles, because o f 
the usual shape of the tubers; 2. feminine be
cause of its cha rm, and because of the strongly 
developed ' lab iae' of some variet ies; 3. lux ury; 
4. astrol.: governs Cancer ; 5. the (also British) 
'orch is mascula' or 'satyr ico n': a . (esp. the dog
stonc variety:) a powerful aphrod isiac; b. = the 
'long purples' of Ham. 4 , 7, wit h its hidden 
reference to a pha llu s; "purple orchid" was a 
euphemism for penis in the Nineties. 
organ (musica l instrument) 

praise of god: " the sacred orga n .... Notcs in
spiring holy love. Notes that wing their heaven
ly ways To mend the choirs above": Dryden 
("Song for St. Cecilia 's Day I 687"). 
orgasm 

I. Jove once ma intained to Juno that a 
woman has more pleasure in love-making than a 
man; she disagreed, so they asked the seer Tire
sias, who had enjoyed both sides, a nd he agreed 
with Jove: Ovid (Mctam. 3, 316ff.); 2. v. Coi
tion, F/oati11g, F /y i11g, etc. 
orgy 

1. etym. : Gr. plura l 'orgia' = 'performance': 
re ligious rites (usua lly involving initiation), but 
a lso applicable to studies, e.g. philosophy; 2. its 
function (in the modern sense): regression and 
involutio n : a. to escape fro m Time to Pre-Time; 
b. return to Chaos, in order to e nforce Evolu
tio n: often held in winter, or just before spring, 
to re-enact and aid regenerat ion of fertility 
from chaos; c. (modern:) regressive failure to 
accept a (false) normal; 3. characterized by: a. 
sexual licence (homoeopathic magic to promote 
ferti lity); b. upsetting of the usual (social) 
order , transvestism , disguise (q.v.), etc.; 4. 
forms: a. the ancient Mysteries, especially the 
Dio nysia n; b. Saturnalia , Carnaval, etc. 
Origen 

Eliot: a. symbo l of castrated religion: he 
made him self a "eunuch for the kingdom of 
heaven"; b. he held that the Logos was a copy 
of the original, so inferior . 
Orion 

I . the hero: a. another sun-hero 'blinded' (v. 
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Oedipus and Eye) for the love of a goddess; b. 
"gloomy Orion": death through lechery; v. a lso 
Scorpion ; in some versions Orion died of a scor
pion-bite; therefore the constellation nies for 
ever from Scorpio: 2. the constellation: a. when 
it rises early: sum mer ; b. when it rises late: win
ter and stormy weather: " ... while winter rages 
and Orion is watery": Vergil (Aen. 4 , 52); c. 
when it rises at mid night: (in the Egyptian cal
endar) the beginning of the vintage season ,'so = 
fert ility (also connected with it s accompanying 
star Sirius, t he Dog-star , q .v.); ref. T.S. Eliot : 
"Sweeney among the Night inga les" ; d. when 
Orio n appci1rs (July) it is time for winnowing 
(Greek). 
Ortygia 

I. la nd of spring a nd morning, connected 
with quails (Gr. 'ort uks'); 2. birthplace of Apol
lo and Artemis: an ear ly na me of Delos. 
osier 

1. the a ncients (e.g. Athcneus: "Doctors al 
Dinner") wondered why people crowned them
selves with osier, normally used for cords and 
wickerwork; 2. the origin may have been , that 
it was used for the Harvest Basket (for win
now ing); in it a lso the New Year Ch ild often 
arr ived from the sea (v. King, Sacred - ); 3. free
dom: sincerity without fi nery or dissimulation: 
it has no knots; 4. v. Willow. 
osprey 

1. the osprey so fascinates the fish , that 
they turn up their white bellies to its eye as it 
flies over the water, so that it can catch them 
with its claws; they make their young gaze int o 
the sun, killing off those which cannot : Pliny 
(IO, 3, and 30, 20); 2. sovereignty: " I think 
he'll be to Rome As is the osprey to the fish, 
who ta kes it By sovereignty of nature": Cor. 4 , 
7; sometimes they were trained as catchers of 
fish by hawkers; 3. myth: Nisus, killed by his 
own daugh ter for the love of an enemy, was 
changed into an osprey: v. fl a ir and Tower; 4 . 
W.B. Yeats: a. the grey wandering osprey: Sor
row (Oisin); b. related to Time as the cause of 
sorrow. 
ostrich 

I . forgetfulness and lack of understanding: 
a. Job (39 , 13- 8): she forge ts the eggs she has 
laid in the sand which may get hurt by beasts ; 
b. in danger it hides its head in the sand, believ
ing it thus covers its whole body, or believing 
that. because it cannot see its enem ies, they 
ca nnot see it ; 2. justice: its perfect ly horizontal 
feathers typify 'Aequita s' (Horus Apollo); v. 
a lso feathers below; 3. crue lty: " the daughter 
of my people is become cruel, like the ostr iches 
in the wilderness": Lament. 4, 3 (of mot hers 

owl 

towards children) ; o n the other ha nd it is ~ lso 
represented as liberating its young, thus typify~ 
ing Christ's Harrowing of Hell; 4. intemperance. 
(e.g. Alciatus) it can even swallow stones a nd 
iron (v. a lso Heraldry below ); _ 

5. inconstancy; 6. heresy: esp. Synagogue (
the Jews) not want ing to recognize the Apos
tles; 7 . sinful man , hypocrisy: a . . man deserted 
by god: because of its absent-mindedness the 
ostrich leaves its eggs in the d:s~rt-sand ; only 
when it sees the evening-star (divine light) does 
it think of them again, seek them, and hatch 
them by its glance; eggs were hung .in churches 
as an inducement to repentance; b. it has wings 
but canno t fly: words witho ut dee.ds; 8. one 
who trusts in God: it buries the eggs in the sand 
and trus ts that God will ha tch them;9. fea r : v. I. 

body, of matter ; 6. a/ch. : a. orga nized universe 
as the opposite of initial chaos, which was then 
o rganized by the demiurge, with wh? m the al
chemist wants to identify himself; b. i~s c.rrcular 
fo rm represents the earth, and the. principle of 
closure: hermetic secrecy; c. eternity: crrcle; d. 
Mercury (q.v.), the duplex god. 

b• 
' Io. speed , stamina: the Roma n emperors 

used them for races to show their soldiers that 
these qualities can lead to victory as surely .a~ 
muscle-power ; 1 I . chaos-monster.: Babylo~1a, 
12. her. : often with a hor se-shoe in Its bea k . a. 
to show it can swallow iron and sto nes: endur
ance· it cats iron to preserve its health: Lyly 
(Euphues); b. as a trophy: it hates horses; ~· 
willing obedience; d . feathers: a. knightly digni
ty; b. th ree feathers: device .of the Prince of 
Wales; 13. its feathers: a. 1ust 1ce: Egypt ian em
blem of Shu and Maat , goddess of Truth , Order 
and Justice (worn as an amulet); b. space: the 
lightest bulk; c. distinction (v. a l~ .12, d); d . 
fertility: attribute of Egyptian. Osiris and the 
Moabite goddess Anal. 
otter 

J . Norse: Ottar was a necromancer who 
took the shape of an otter the bette_r t.o be a?lc 
to rob the sea of salmon , e tc. ; Loki killed lu m, 
and his avar icious peasant father demanded so 
much gold (sun) of the gods for killing his son 
as would cover an otter-skin (= snow);. it 
brought ill-luck (melted) : tra~sitory ferllhty; 
Siegfr ied's hunting-suit ( in which he died) was 
an otter-skin (Nib. 16); 2. Eliz.: in the 17th 
century there was an arden t debate as to whether 
an otter was fish or fl esh ; ref. I H4 3 '. 3; 3. her .. a. 
prudence; b. free fishing-rights (wluch included 
other privileges). 
Ouroboros .. 

oval . . 
1. vulva, the female principle, pa ss1V1tY, etc.; 

v. also o and Zero; 2. things biomorph1c: the 

egg (q.v.); 3. ear th. 
oven , _ 

J . mother ; 2. lust : a. 'adulterous heat (- un-
righteous behaviour): Hos. 7, 4 ; b. ~ove-mak1ng 
is described in a long ser ies of baking-symbols 
in Troil. 1, 1, in which the oven = female sexual 
organs; c. nur sery-rhyme: vulva (cf. th~ contem
porary expression a 'bun in the oven ) ; proba
bly also the origin of " Pat-a-ca ke, pat-a-cake, 
baker's man , Bake me a cake as fast as .you can; 
Pat it and prick it , a nd mark it with ~. (= 
balls?); Put it in the oven for b~by and me ; d. 
proverb: "No man will another m the oven see~ 
excep t that himself have been there before 
(often sa id of mother a nd daughter); 3. unre
vealed sorrow: an oven stopped and still fed, 
breaks forth with double flame: often related 
to sor row; e.g. Tit. Andr. 2, 4; Ven: 33 lff.; 
"Gorboduc" 3, I ; 4. a/ch.: a. the. cr~c1b l e;, th~ 
body; b. the alembic: 'vas hermellca , the .~h1-
losopher's oven" = the " hollow mounta in (v. 
Mountain); c. pure, spir itual gesta tion. 
owl 

I. general : a. the whole family of ow ls has 
been put under this heading (except for a few 
specified items about the sc.reech-0wl at the 
end) , because it is generally 1mposs1~le to dis
tinguish the species symbolically ; b. its natural 
enemy is the Eagle, especially o f the largest 
owl, t he Eagle Owl ('Bubo bubo') : e.g. in Spam 
eagles are still aiught w ith chained owls; c .. they 
hiberna te for 60 days and cry Nine (q.v.) t1TT1es; 

1. a dragon (or snake) biting its own ta il, its 
body often half-light and half.<Jark : th~ Ocean
snake circling the earth (so v. als? C~cle); 2 . 
living in all things and linking all th'.ngs 1t stan~~ 
for Cosmic Unity, the One 1s All (En to pan), 
3. self-fecundation, self-sufficiency of Nature, 
androgyne, fertility; 4. the continu ity of life = 
Time; a nd Eternity; 5. the d1ssolut1on of the 

2. death: a. Egyptian hier.; b. in Babylon its 
cry in the night was associated with a wo1~an 
who had died in childbirth, crying for her child; 
c. sacred to the Grea t Goddess (Egy ptian hier.: 
lunar): a. to Athena as well as to Ca\yp~o, 
whose Death-island had ow ls together with 
other death-symbols (e.g. fa lcons, s~-crows, 
poplar s); b. the carrion smell of therr. nests, 
their diet on mice, etc. connect them with He
cate; c. Lilith, Adam's first wife, was an Owl
goddess (their children were Ass-ha unched) ; d. 
they are most vocal in the death-mont~ of i;io
vember· e. it is a ghost-bird b eca use of its bemg 
a night:bird and its noiseless flight; f. " the oule 
eek that o f dethe the bod~ bringeth" : G. 
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Chaucer (PoF 343); g. " the fatal bellman which 
gives the stern'st goodnight": Mac. 2, 2; cf. I H6 
4, 2; 

3. darkness: a. Egyptian hier.: the realm of 
the 'dead' sun , the Night-crossing; b. attribute 
of Christ , who went into Darkness to save the 
souls in dark hell, in order to retUin as the 
Ligh t of the World ; c. thus also the opposite of 
Eagle as the Bird of Day: v. I, b ; d. the works 
of darkness: smuggling (esp. England); e. vigi
lance; f. " In a cowslip's bell I lie; There I couch 
when owls do cry": Temp. 5, I ; 

4 . prophecy, wisdom: 
a. through Death (Hecate) the owl was re

lated to (ancestral) prophecy, and thus to wis
dom; b. connected with Athena a nd the Aca
demy; v. Eyes fo r Athena's eyes; c. nocturnal 
studies, science: attribute of Asclepius (the 
science of Hea ling), but Dionysus is said to have 
loathed the sight o f an owl ; d. also at tribute of 
Dawn-deities; e. Chr istian: wor ldly wisdom; 
when topped by a cross it symbolizes the con
quest of Religion over worldly wisdom ; 

5. sacred to the Muses: (with the heronshaw 
= Hamlet's 'handsaw'?:) "fowls tha t to the 
Muses' queen we vow": G. Cha pman ("The 
Teai s of Peace"); 6. winter: a . in LLL (5 , 2) in 
the winter-song: " Then nightly sings the staring 
owl: Tu-whit , Tu-whoo, a merry note": the o p
posite o f the cuckoo of the Spring-song; b. "the 
owl was a baker's daughter" (Ham. 4 , 5): Our 
Lord , passing by, asked a ba ker for bread· he 
P~t a piece in the oven, but was chided by' his 
miserly daughter, beca use it was too big; the 
bread swelled enormously , at which the daugh
ter made owl-like noises and cha nged into one; 
pro?ab.ly a fertility-myth : the Lord of f'ertility 
fcr tJhzmg the daughter of Spr ing (v. Oven for 
womb), who la ter cha nged into an old dark
ness-wint er hag; c. Egypt. hier. for coldness 
passivi ty; 7. loneliness: a. "an owl of the des'. 
ert": Ps. 102, 6; b. Nyctimene ('of the nigh t'), a 
d~ughter of the king of Lesbos, had intercourse 
with her fa ther, and was changed into a n owl, 
when she fled in despair: in shame she still 
seeks dark crevices and fears daylight: Ovid 
(Metam. 2, 590ff.); 8. lack of nobility: it is 
without pedigree; 9. o bject of ridicule : " Like 
the owl by day, If he arise, be mocked and 
wondered at": 3H6 5 , 4 ; 

10. despair: in Spenser's " Fairy Queen" (I) 
a n owl scares all the cheerful birds away from 
the Cave of Despair ; 11 . unbeliever: a. "The 
Owl that ca lls upon the Night Speaks the Un
believer's fright ": W. Blake (Aug. of Inn .); b. 
M.A.: emblem of Synagogue: glorifying the 
Law but unable to see the light of the Gospel ; 
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12. M.A.: further attribute of: a . Avarice; b 
fury ; c. the Devil (Prince of Darkness); d . 
hypocrisy; e. Church-love, the opposite of the 
Nightinga le (= courrly love); 13. in the Ages o l 
Man: a woman of 80; 14. her.: a. vigilance ; b. 
acute wit; c. retired life; 

15. ignora nce: symbolic reversal; cf. 'sacred ' 
animals becoming 'unclean'; 16. D. Thomas: 
"owl seed": wisdom, especially precocious. 
dark wisdom ("Foster the light"); 17. Screech
owl: a. in the Bible (e.g. Isa. 34, 14) it is a 
female vampire (lillth - lam ia); b. the tattling 
boy Ascalapus was changed into an owl for hav
ing betrayed the fact that Proserpina had eaten 
of the po megra na te (q.v.); now he has become 
"a bird of evil omen": Ovid (Metam. 6, 43 1; v. 
also 10, 453); c. a screech-owl "did sit , Even at 
noon-day, upon the maiket-place, Hooting and 
shrieking": a portent of Caesar's death (Caes. I, 
3); d. Pliny: hrings bad news, especi3 Uy of pub
lic affairs; when seen in public they prophesy evil 
by their peculiar sound , which is neither crying 
nor singing, but a kind of groan; 18. folk
lore: a. related to witches: especially its feath
ers were used in witches' broth (v. Mac.); b. 
nursery-rhymes: "Of a ll the gay birds that e'er I 
did see, The owl is the fairest by far to me, For 
all day long it sits on a tree, And when the 
night comes away m es he"; in another rhyme a 
'wise old owl' living in an oa k, is wise because 
silent. 
ox 

I . very often 'ox' is a generic name fo r Cat
tle (q .v.), but more specifica lly for Bull (q.v.); 
2. agriculture: A. as patient labour : a. "Thou 
shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out 
corn" (Deut. 25 , 4 ), so that the ox could eal 
while working; b. the Romans pu t an ox-head 
on their buildings as a symbol of Labour and 
Pa tience; c. proverbs: " The tired ox treads 
surest"; " Where shall the ox go but he must 
labour?"; B. as fer tility-sacrifice: a. to Diony
sus; a black bull was offered to Pluto (under
ground riches); b. a red-backed ox (earth) and 
goats were sacrificed to Artemis; cf. the red 
heifer in the O.T.; a lso offered to Athene; c. the 
relation between war and fer tility persisted in 
the white oxen sacrificed by Roman generals; d. 
to the Germanic god Frey; e. the 'mart ' kiUed 
at Martinmass in England ; C. emblem of fertili
ty-deit ies: a . Yahweh ; later the Bull-god aspect 
o.f Yahweh was d iscarded , so the purist of 
Chronicles lef t ou t the oxen in his description 
of the 'molten sea' of the first Temple, which 
had 12 oxen (of the sun) as standards: cf. 
!Kings 7, 23ff.; b. Osiris-Thoth; Isis sometimes 
has three ox-heads on her statue: the three sea-

'11 111!> right for agriculture; c. Mithra (variant of 
llull again) ; d . J upiter; Dionysus himself: 
"('ome, hero Dionysus ... raging hither with foo t 
nf ox, O goodly bull"; e. the earthly counter
part of the Heavenly Bull : TaUius, because of 
ti\ agricultural value; 3. sun : a. like the sun it 
rnils for the benefit of o thers; b. Nebuchadnez
zur was transformed into a n ox (till 'seven 
times' passed) and also into an eagle: both sun
rmblems; at the end he lifted his eyes to heaven 
(l)an. ch. 4); for fUither sun-deities v. 2, C; c. 
the killing of the Oxen of the Sun caused Ulys
'cs' shipwreck and the death of his fellows; v. 
;alw 9 , b ; 4. moon, night: sometimes the moon's 
chario t is drawn by oxen; 

5. patience, suffering, duty, sweetness of 
character, docility; 6. St. Luke (often winged): 
hccause he begins his story with the sacr ifi ces 
of the Old Law, in which the ox was offered ; 
for further discussion: v. Tetra morph: 7. corre
spondences: a. d irection: North; b. p~riod : 
night, winter; c. element : earth; d. ages of man: 
old age; 8. her.: a. valour ; b. magnanimity; 9 . 
special literary references: a. 111. Blake : " He 
who the Ox to wrath has moved, Shall never be 
by Woman loved" (Aug. of Inn.); b. J. Joyce: 
("Ulysses") the Oxen of the Sun is represented 
by the scene in the hospital, where the young 
students irreverently talk about fecundity, and 
the act of coition is sterilized; 

JO. combinations: A. a lion-headed ox : 
abundance and earthly power (both sun and 
earth anima ls) ; B. an ox-head: with a crown, a 
snake round a staff, a chalice, a circle, a cross, a 
fleur-dc-lis, a crescent moon, etc. : regeneration; 
('. an ox-skull : death, mortality; when horned 
and adorned: immortality; D. ox and ass: a . 
" the Ox knoweth h is ow ner, and the ass his 
master's crib" (but Israe l does not recognize 
Yahweh): Isa. I , 3; b. in the Stable-scene the ox 
and ass were invariably present till Baroque art ; 
c. one explana tion: the ox = the Jewish reli
gion, the ass = Paganism; however , for more 
acceptable explanations: v. Ass; E. ox-eyed: e.g. 
Athene, Artemis; 11 . folklore: a. presages a 
storm: "the large bond Oxen looked Oft on the 

oyster 

broad Heaven and the soft air sucked , Smelling 
it in .... Bowed to their sides their broad heads, 
and the ir hair Licked smooth at all parts": 
Chapman ("Eugenia"); b. ox-hair (of a hornless 
one) is a good-luck charm for strength; c. a 
black ox = sorrow (probably through its rela
tion with the underworld): "The black ox has 
trod on his foo t". 
Oxford 

proverbs: a. " Oxford for learning, London 
for wit Hull for women, a nd York for a tit"(= 
horse);'b. " When Oxford draws knife, England's 
soon at strife". 
ox-goad 

weapon of Shamgar, son of Anath (= Ish
tar), a minor O.T. Judge, fighting against the 
Phil istines; it may have been a sceptre (as fert1h
ty-symbol) or instrum ent of magic (Judg. 3, 
3 1 ). 
~~ . 

J. a nat ural hybr id between Cowslip and 
Pr im rose; 2. Shelley: "fa int oxlips" ("Dream of 
the Unknown'1;3. boldness: Wint. 4 , 4. 
oyster 

I. the lowest form of animal life: the oppo
site of the lion or eagle (in med ieval natural 
history) ; 2. they are eaten a live; 3. lust: a. in 
street-ballads: vulva: "She shuts and opens like 
an oyster" ("An Oyster Nan Stood By lier 
Tub"); b. aphrod isiac: (Burton) oysters make 
men as inclined to 'normal' love as to cunnilin
gus; 4. the world : a. the Babylonia ns saw the 
world as an oyster ; b. " Why, then the world 's 
mine oyster , Which I with sword will open": 
\Viv. 2, 2; 5. fo lly, imbecility: attribute in icons; 
6. 'oyster-wench': the lowest trade: Henry 
Bolingbrokc currying favour with the populace , 
took off his bonnet to an oyster-wench on his 
way to ban ishment : R2 I , 4 ; 7. D. Thomas: 
"split through the oyster vowels" : oyster = si
lence, so when split open it releases the Word 
("Altarwise"); 8. folklore: a. when they bed 
deep a severe winter is predicted ; b. proverb: 
" lie was a bold man that first ate an oyster"; 9. 
v. Pearl. 
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p 

. I. Hebr. 'pe' (mouth or tongue); Egyptian 
hier. : shutter; Celtic: reed (or, dwarf elder or 
guelder rose); 2. symbolizes: a. the shephe;d 's 
crook; prudence, foresight; b. hope a nd success 
often follow~d by ruin (v. Tarot); c. Perjur/ 
brand as punishment ; d. 'Peccata': on entering 
Purgatory proper, Dante got 7 P's on his fore
head (the 7 deadly sins), one of which was 
washed off at each higher terrace (C. 9); e. the 
mcommensurable quantity: mathematics; 3. 
co"espondences: a. season: October 28 - No
vember 25 (v. Calendar) ; b. astrol.: Mars and 
CSapricorn; c. body: brains; d . Tarot: the Tower 

truck by Lightning. 
pain 

a sudden. pain, which is unaccountable, pres
ages somethmg portentous is about to happen· 
"By !lie .Pricking of my thumbs somethin~ 
WJ~k~d this way comes" (a witch in Mac. 4 I ) 
painting ' . 

.1. Shakespearean meanings and clusters: a. 
vanity, deceit, d1sloyalty, trickery; b. foo lish
ness:, wantonness, lust ; c. "painting of a sor
ro.w :. only o utward show (Ham. 4, 7); 2. v. 
D1sgu1se, Mask, etc. 
palace 

. L the Mystic Centre (q.v.), often hard to 
fmd m the labyrinth of this world; 2. authori ty 
riches •. place of honour; 3. in legends: a. crysta l 
(or mrrror) palaces, oft en appearing as if by 
magic: ancestral m emories of Golden times· b 
secret cha.m~ers: the hidden unconscious; c.· ;h~ 
treasur.es m it (often hidden): spiritual truths 
or f~r.llht~; 4. Cabala: the sacred, 'inner' palace ' 
the . sliver palace, the 'silver thread': the inter'. 
sectmn of the 6 directions of space· 5 v Ho 
pale (looking) ' · · me. 

1. t.he Romans ':1.ade a god of it ('pallor' = 
masc.). T~llus Hostilius, seeing his troops about 

with sick~ess, or with hunger , my lord, _ 1101 
With , love': ~do I, I; 4. envy: "above pail' 
envy s threat nmg reach": Tit. Andr. 2 I . 5 
debauchery: ' pa lien tis mores'; 6. v . White.' ' 
palladium 

I. theories as to what it was: a. a statue of 
Pallas Athene , m~rching with a pike in her right 
hand, and a frog m her left; b. a kind of au tom 
a ton walking by itse lf; 2. origin : a. the por 
poise-bone of Pelops; b. Jupiter had sen t 11 
down from heaven near the tent of llius when 
he founded Ilion (Troy) ; as long as it st;yed in 
Troy the city would be safe. 
palm (hand) 

. l. an oily. palm (= wet): a wan ton dispos1 
t1on, a ho t piece and frui t ful (v. Hand: Shake 
s~e~~e pass.) ; 2. " palm to palm is holy palmer's 
k1.ss : pa.lme rs (v. nex t , 12) touched the sh rines 
With the1r hands: Rom. I , 5; 3. to have an itch 
mg palm : avarice, bribery: e.g. Caes. 4. 3· 4 . v. 
Hand. ' 
palm (tree) 

. I· Egyptian hier.: 'virtue'; 2. elevation, exal
tation, victor~: a. attr ibu te of Nike; b. a palm
branch was given to the winners of the Pythin n 
Games, and to the winning gladiators in Rome· 
c. "Ye gods, it doth amaze me A man of such ,; 
fee? le. temper should So get the start of the 
ma1esuc wor ld And bear the palm a lone": Caes. 
1, 2; d. victory over death in eternal happiness: 
Rev .. 7, .9 ; the Temple which Ezekiel saw (ch. 
40) m his dream was decorated with pa lms and 
cheru.bs (q.v.) only; e. e mblem of martyrs; f. 
the r_ighteous (conquest of sin): "the r ighteous 
flourish like the palm tree": Ps. 92 12. 3 th 
Tree of life •. self-renewal: a. the oniy t;ee.tha~ 
never sheds its leaves; it gets a new leaf every 
mon th (or year); b. it keeps on bearing fruit till 
it dies; c. and,rogyne; d. the Phoenician deity is 
Baal Tamar: Lord of the Palm'· e er· , h · , , · . p oe· to take flight, dedicated a temple to Fear and 

Paleness outside the town . 2. maidenhood· 
"maf~-pale" (R2 3 , 3); " Pale and maiden i,7~~: 
som (1H6 2, 4) ; 3. love: a. "But now her 
cheek was pale, and by and by It flashed for th 
fire, As lightning from the sky": Ven. 34 7f . 
b. (Do~ Pedro);,"! shall see thee, ere I die, look 
pale with love - (Benedick): "With anger, 

nix . (= .bloody) relates it to the bird Phoenix 
(which is .b.orn and reborn on a palm) and also 
to P~oe111c 1a; f. the creative flame; 4. love, fe
cundity, maternity: a. the Hebrew name Tamar 
(v. 3, d) is the same as Ishtar, Astarte, Venus; it 
was often represented as seven-branched: fertili
ty; ~oreover the tree is generally sacred to or
giastic goddesses; b. La tona gave birth to Apollo 
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111,J Diana reclining on a palm a nd olive tree: 
Ovid (Meta m. 6 , 335); c. Celtic: the birth-tree: 
1 u11nected with the winte r-solstice, and the let -
11·1 A; d. it thrives close to the sea(= Universal 
Muther) on salty soil ; e. the beloved in SoS (7, 
/) . "This thy stature is like to a palm tree, and 
thy breasts to clusters of grapes" (should be: 
'tli!tcs'); f. the universal matrix ; g. one male tree 
I ~ \Urrounded by several females, which are im
pregnated by merely looking at the male: Pliny 
( 13, 6ff.); 

5. abunda nce: e.g. on the medals of emper
ors: but also attribute of Abstinence in an icon 
(.1 desert-tree); 6. solar emblem: sacred to Apol
lo; 7. royalty: a. used in a royal fan (the king as 
Sun-king); b. connected with Christ's victorious 
l'lllrance into Jerusalem; 8. used on the fir st 
day of the Feast of the Tabernacles for ritual 
rejoicing and dancing (with willow-bra nches): 
I cv. 23, 40 ('lulab' and myrtle) ; it represented 
the human spine; v. C itron , etrog; 9. prophetic: 
the prophetess Deborah ('bee' ) sat under a 
palm-tree; 

10. writing: its leaves were used for wril.ing; 
11 was sacred to Hermes; I I. virginity: attr ibute 
of the Virgin Mary ; 12. pilgrimage: token of 
one who had visited the H. Land (a ' Palmer' ) ; 
13. psych.: (Jung) 'anima' (q.v.) ; 14. her. (only 
after 1500): a. victory , royal honour; b. life, fe
cundity ; c. wisdom ; d. generosity, justice; e. 
friendship ; 15. the City of Palm s: Jericho 
(Deut. 34, 3); 16. v. Date-palm. 
Pan (god) 

I. Nature, represented as a semi-goat: a. it s 
horns represent the sun-rays, and the aggressive 
forces of Aries; b. its ha iry legs typify the 
strength of the lower fo rces, earth, shrubs, in
stincts; 2. companion to Cybele and Dionysus 
(perha ps Dionysus took over his cultural func
tion) ; 3. astrol.: o ne aspect of Saturn ; 4 . (later) 
Satan; 5. basely involut ive life (v. Involution) . 
pan (utensil) 

a siege: Ezek iel (ch. 4) was instructed to 
scratch the p icture of Jerusa lem on a tile, put 
an iron pan between himself a nd the 'city' (as a 
siege), and lie on his left (and later r ight) side to 
act as a scape-goat for Israel's sins. 
pancake 

folklore: a. "pancake for Shrove Tuesday": 
A 'sW 2, 2; b. on Conger Hill in Bedfordshire at 
noon on that day the children put their ears to 
the ground to hear "the Old Woman frying her 
pancakes undernea th"; pancake-bells are rung 
in several towns then. 
Pandora 

I. she is the (chthonic) form o f the Great 
Godd ess, bringing all the gifts of life, including 

panther 

d isease and death ; 2. rebellious (Promethean) 
being rising against divine orders; 3. the wicked 
temptations besetting man ; 4. psych.: a. their
rat ional, wild tendencies of the imagination; b. 
female masturbat ion and its objectified emo
tio na l consequences, the evil a nd the good , of 
which only Hope remains. 
pansy 

I . general: a. Pansy (or 'Hear tease', or 
'Love-in-idleness') is one of the earliest culti
vated flowers, its origin probably being the 
three-co loured violet, q.v.; b. it used to be 
milk-wh ite, but because a bolt of Cupid fell on 
it, it is " now purple with love's wound": MND 
2, I ; 2. thought, reverie, meditation ('pensee') : 
" tha t 's for thoughts" (Ham. 4 , 5;or, trouble?) ; 
3. love: a. without serious intent : it was the 
juice of that flower that had the magic quality 
o f making an awakening sleeper faU in love wi th 
the firs t being he or she saw: MND (esp. 2, I) ; 
b. marriage: "Enameled pansies, used a t Nupt
ials still" (= always): Chapman ("Ovid's Ban
quet o f Sence"); 4 . sun-emblem: "The Pansy 
and the Marigold The Phoebus Paramours": M. 
Drayton ("Corbo and Batte"); 5. man: its pen
tagonal pattern (v. Five); 6 . trinity and unity: 
three-coloured . 
panther 

l. general: a. it shares most characteristics 
with the Leopard, q .v.; the females are some
times ca lled 'spotted ladies'; the males ' pards'; 
b. its ' natural enemy' is the hyena; 2. a solar 
animal (with lunar aspects): sum mer, emblem 
of sun-gods: A. for Osiris: v. Leopard 5, a; B. a 
goddess (female aspect) of sun-Ra; the claws are 
!lie sunbeams killing the snake Apap (v. 
Snake); C. Dionysus: a. he drove some girls re
fusing to join his band mad in the shapes of a 
lion, a bull, and a pantlier ; among the Orcho
menans Dionysus' serpents were replaced by 
panthers; b. because of its breath: v. Leopard l . 
b; c. in peace he wore a purple robe, in war a 
pantherskin ; panthers pulled his chariot; they 
are also an attribute of Dipsomania; D. Christ: 
a. the Mystics called Jesus ' Rabb i Ben Panther', 
perhaps a play on 'pan+ theos' (all and god); b. 
a panther sleeps three days, and then wakens 
with a terrible hunger, roaring so loud he can be 
heard throughout the country : Christ's "death" 
and " resurrection"; c. because of his , weet 
breath , which only the Dragon (= the Devil) can 
withstand; d . its breath may also refer to the H. 
Spirit; 

3. rejuvenation: a panther's skin tied round 
the waist of the pharaohs replaced their "passing' 
through the skin" to be rejuvenated (v. Skin) ; 
4. luxury; 5. maternity: cf. the Lioness and the 
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pap 

lunar aspect of the Leopard; they have moon
shapcd marks on their shoulders (Pliny 8, 23); 
6. her. : a. v. Leopard; b. a beautiful woman , 
normally tender, who becomes fierce in the de
fence of her young, fighting to the last; 7. hart 
and panther : opposites (otherwise a nonsensical 
combina tion in Italy): "To-morrow, and it 
please your majesty To hunt the panther and 
the hart with me, With horn and hound we'll 
give your grace bonjour": Tit. Andr. l, I . 
pap 

the paps of youth: Eze. 23, 21; cf. the 'teats 
of virginity'; v. also Bosom, Breast. 
paper 

l. lack of durability, transitoriness: the o p
posite of parchm ent; but v. Papyrus; 2. paper
/Jag: (nursery-rhyme:) "There was a man, he 
went mad He jumped into a paper bag, etc.". 
papyrus 

I. Egypt: A. hier.: a. knowledge, omni
science; b. blossoming out, progress; B. further 
meanings: a. emblem of the Lower Nile; b. pro
tection against crocodiles: when Isis sailed in 
her papyrus boat through the fenny waters of 
the Nile Delta looking for Osiris, the boat pro
tected her against the crocodiles; c. emblem o f 
Amon ; d. (amulet) a papyrus column (bell
shaped): vigo ur and freshness; 2. love: v. I , B, 
b; 3. the hidden, the occult; 4 . material of the 
cradle of Moses {'bulrushes'). 
paradise 

I . the Mystic Centre of the Labyrinth of the 
World; 2. forms (both a s the place of pristine 
human happiness and the Hereafter): a. the 
Paradise of Adam and Eve: v. Tree, and Ser
pent ; connected with Abandonment and Fa ll · 
b. the Western Paradise of the Hesperides; c. th~ 
Silver Castle (Spiral Castle, Glass Castle) of the 
Celtic goddess Arianrhod (=Ariadne) whose orgi
astic rites required the sacrifice of (sun-)kings; 
thetr souls went to this castle, !heir remains 
to death-islands; v. also Corona Borealis for its 
location 'at the back of the North Wind'; d. the 
Moon; e. the Island of the Blessed; f. Eldorado 
(q.v.); g. the Mount of Heaven: v. Cave; 3. for 
Paradise Regained: v. Round Table; 4. v. Heav
en. River, Jerusalem, Underworld, Fig (Syca
more). 
parasol 

l. solar wheel: v. Sun-shade; 2. World-axis; 
3. emblem of divinity or royalty: v. Canopy. 
Paris · 

Parisians think themselves the best theolo
gians: Erasmus (Stult. Laus). 
park 

I. beauty, fert ility ; cf. Garden; 2 . wealth, 
paradise. 
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paroquet 
"Romance ... to me a pain led paroquet hath 

been - a most familiar bird": E.A. Poe ("Ru 
mance"). 
parrot 

l. in Rome parrots were already held a' 
pets, bul later they were only widely used aftc1 
the voyages of the Portuguese; 2. foo lish char 
ter and verbosity: a . in icons an attribute o f 
Eloquence; b. foolish laughter: e.g. Mer. V. I , 
I; 0th. 2, 3, etc.; 3. prophetic: e.g. they an• 
clamorous when rain comes (A YL 4 , I); cf. Err 
4, 4 ; 4. greed: in the May Colvin ballad till' 
knowing little bird was silenced with a bribe ; 5 
docility: in an icon an attribute of Docility , 
because it can be trained; 6. Christian: it can 
say 'Ave', which is one of the proofs that a 
virgin may as well have born a son ; 7. her.: far 
travels; 8. W.B. Yeats: ("On a picture of a black 
parrot"): the horrors of the forces of disrup 
tion: perhaps the chattering (young, or Irish 
'green') politicians, quarrelling among them 
selves; 9. v. Popinjay. 
parsley 

I. sacred to the Grea t Goddess: a. fecundi 
ty: parsley around a carrot (phallic) is a symbo l 
of it; b. death: ii grows in abundance on Calyp
so's death-island, Ogygia, (with iris, also a death
flower); c. related to the witches; d. promiscui
ty: "Parsley grows rank in cuckolds' gardens" 
(proverb); e. it can best be planted by women 
(like rosemary and myrtle); 2. death and victo
ry: it sprang from the blood of 'Archemorus' 
(Opheltes) in whose honour the Nemean Games 
were instituted; Archemorus {'the beginner o f 
doom') refers to the Old Fertility King, to be 
replaced (at his sacrifice) by the winner, who 
was crowned with parsley; later it was also 
gh1en to the winners of the Isthmian Games (or 
fir); 3. feasts: a. at Greek banquets the guesls 
crowned their foreheads with its light branches, 
because it whets the appetite and gaiety; b. also 
fo r the Hebrews it was a side dish at banquets 
(at Passover); cf. lettuce and radish ; 4. spring, 
renewal of life, hope of redemption: connected 
with Passover as Spring-festiva l; 

5. astrol.: re lated to Mercury; 6. folklore : a. 
sometimes parsley beds are believed to be the 
place where the babies come from (like the 
gooseberry-bush) ; b. curative and promoter of 
health: (Pliny) when fish are sick in a pond 
they can be cured by throwing parsley leaves in 
(20, 44 ); c. an antidote to poison (so its pres
ence on a dish is a sign of good faith); d . (M.A.) 
parsley and rue garlands ward off evil spirits; e. 
it germinates slowly, because it goes to the 
Devil 9 (or 2, 3, or 7) times before it comes up; 

1t1 prcvcnl this it must be sown on Good Fri-
1l11y. 
parson 

" lie that would have luck in horses must 
kl" the parson's wife": proverb. 
partridge 

I . sacred to the Great Goddess: A. con
m•t'ICd with the Hobbling Dance (q.v.) executed 
111 her honour (cf . crane; v. a lso Walking and 
1'1101): a. in his love-dance the partridge keeps 
one heel ready to strike a possible rival; thus he 
,11,.0 typifies (readines> fo r) war ; b . connected 
w11h hobbling Vulcan as fertility king; c. con
nected with Threshing-floor dances (q.v.); d. 
rnnnected with the Labyrinth and Love
Spring-festivals: it is a spring-migrant; e. con
nected with 'heroes' wounded in the heel by 
an arrow , by a snake-bite, etc.; f. connected 
with the Scapegoat (King-substitute) as 'winged 
man': an inventive boy, whom his jealous uncle 
Daedalus threw from the citadel (a common 
way to die for a sun-king). was changed into a 
J>'Jrtridge ('Perdix'), which made a joyful sound 
when Daedalus had to bury his own drowned 
'IOn Icarus: Ovid (Metam. 8, 236ff.); the par
tridge still shows a preference for low places 
and Jays his eggs in hedgerows; v. also 4; B. the 
hens conceive merely by hearing the cock's cry 
or his scent on the wind (so connected with 
parthenogenesis): Pliny (IO. 51); C. (Rom~) 
partridge flesh and brains are powerful aphrodi
siacs; 2. lasciviousness: while the hen s hatch, 
the cocks practise sodomy to relieve t~c.mselves 
(as dogs and doves do); it is also a~ atU1bute ~f 
Lust in icons; 3. deceit: the hen sits on eggs 11 
does not hatch; the reference is to Jer. (17 , 11 ): 
"As the partridge sitteth on eggs and hatcheth 
them not· so he that getteth riches and not by 
right, shail leave them in the midst of his day, 
and at his end shall be a fool"; he probably also 
referred to those following an ' idolatrous' reli
gion : the partridge-cult; 4. cunning an~ betray
er of its own kind: a. cocks were set in brush
wood-labyrinths as a decoy to lure females ; the 
more they see killed the more joyfully they call 
(J. BenSh. 11 , 32); cf. Aesop (Fables 88); the 
decoy was usually lame, and fattened like. a 
Sacred King; b. in its cunning it is the opposite 
of the dove; c. the young are taught to camou
flage themselves while the hen lures the enemies 
away (Plutarch); 

5. paruidges draw the pigmy's chariot: v. 
Pigmy ; 6. Christian: a. the temptation s of 
Satan; b. the Church and truth (prob. related to 
I , B); 7. nursery-rhyme: 'my Uue love' ~ve me 
gifts on the 12 successive days after Chnstmas, 
the first of which was: "a partridge in a pear 

pea 

tree": The twelfth day of Christmas, My true 
love sent to me Twelve lords a-leaping, Eleven 
ladies dancing, Ten pipers piping, etc."; the 
rhyme may be of French origin, and is used as a 
game of fo rfeit (for forgetting words of the 
ever-growing stanzas); as those days (in the old 
calendar) often represented the 12 months of 
the year, the gifts may refer to those, and 'my 
true love' may be the fertility-sun-god. 
pasque flower 

1. a purple anemone, which grows on chalk 
downs and blooms in April; 2. it sprung origin
ally from the blood of the Danes; 3. it is used 
to produce green dye for Easter eggs. 
passage 

I. con nected with the Labyrinth, q.v. ; 2. for 
dreams in which one passes through a passage 
or tunnel: v. Tunnel. 
passion flower 

I . in it are found all the emblems of Christ's 
passion, e.g.: a. its spear-shaped leaves: the 
spear which opened his side; b. the five petals 
of purple colour: his five wounds; 2. belief, reli
gious service; 3. susceptibility. 
path 

1. life, experience, learning; 2. the perilous 
path to the land of the dead; 3. v. Road. 
Patrick, St. 

I. patron-saint of Ireland , where he had 
been sold as a slave, to work as a (swine)herd, 
and where he returned later to convert it; his 
day is March 17th; 2. he freed Ireland of ver
min, especially snakes, or of the serpent-demon 
(god) ; 3. his emblem is the shamrock (trefoil 
clover) ; 4. "St. PaUick's Purgatory": a cave o n 
a small island in Lough Derg, which is the en
trance to Purgatory; those who spend a night 
and a day in it, can witness a ll the joys of Heav
en and torments of Hell. 
pavement 

I. Pilate judged Jesus in a place called the 
Pavement (John 19, 13- 5); 2. for children it is 
unlucky to walk on the cracks; they accompany 
the antics with the rhyme: "Bears, bears, look 
at me treading in all the squares". 
pavilion 

the place where God hid David in danger: 
e.g. Ps. 27, 5; 31, 20. 
pea 

I. sacred to the Irish Great Goddess of the 
Moon Aine, who planted them in the night 
when her son complained of the barrenness of 
the soil; 2. love: a lucky gift among rustic 
lover s (A YL 2, 4; with ref. to 'cods'= te.sticles); 
3. respect; 4. astrol: related to Jupiter ; 5 . folk
lore: a. luck: if a pod contains only one, or 
more than its usual number of peas, especially 
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peach 

nine, and especially whe n it is the first pod yo u 
open; b. being related to the Goddess and her 
w itches peas can be used in marriage-divination, 
love-magic, to cure warts, etc.; c. nursery
rnyme: "Pease porridge hot, Pease porridge 
cold, Pease porridge in the pot, Nine days old. 
Some like it hot, Some like it cold, Some like it 
in the pot, Nine days old". 
peach 

1. vulva, feminine principle, marriage; v. also 
astrol. below; 2. lux ury; 3. Christian: a. silence: 
of virtue; attribute of Silence in an icon : it is 
sacred to Harpocrates because its leaves resem
ble human tongues; b. sa lvation; c. attribute o f 
the Virgin ; 4 . astrol.: it belongs to Venus, and 
therefore opposes the evil effects of Mars; the 
leaves and flowers of this tree are recommended 
against jaundice and cholera (especially fo r the 
young), when made up into a syrup or con
serve; as a general restorative taken by invalids. 
peacock · 

I. world ly pride, royalty: a. the apotheosis 
of Roman princesses on coins (like eagles for 
victors); b. em blem of the Byzantine empress; 
c. "and now there reigns here, a very, very -
pajock": Ham. 3, 2; d. attribute of Pride (or 
Transitor iness) in icons; its fea thers are a lso an 
attribute of Disobedience; e. in Langland 
(Pierce Pl. Bk. 12) the rich, the opposite of the 
humble Lark ; 2. immortality: a. its meat docs 
no t decay; b. the incorruptible soul; two 
sy mmetrically arranged peacocks: psychic dual
ity; c. it often replaces the Phoenix; d. M.A.: 
often represented as picking a grape, or drink
ing from a chalice: immortality of a soul (bird) 
in Paradise; e. beside the Tree of Life: its poten
cy for immortality ; f. Christian : the ever-vigi
lant Church; g. Egypt: emblem of Heliopolis; 3. 
vigilance: the ta ii co ntains the eyes of Argus 
('fire-spirit': the sta rs set to watch over the 
Moon-cow Jo by Hera): a rem inder of Argus' 
murder by Hermes (wind); v. also 5; 4 . totality: 
blending of all colours; 

5. air: Hera as weather-goddess; her chariot 
had peacocks: Juno-Sa turnia had put Argus' 
eyes on the fea thers of her bird (Ovid: Metam. 
1, 721 ); 6. water: fertility-bringer, killer of 
drought-serpent s; 7. the righteo us: not decay 
;ng, it has many virtues (feathers), and kilh 
snakes (evil, the Devil) , o r put s them to night 
by its song; 8. science: Pythagoras had a pea
cock's soul: it had transmigrated from Pan 
through Homer, Euphordus, and Ennicus; thus 
it came to stand for reincarnation; 9. the Evil 
Eye: Egypto-Roman; 

I 0. borrowed ornamentation: there is a 
story of a jay which covered herself with pea-
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cock's feathers and was ridiculed on d iscovl'o\ 
(cf. the ass with the lion's skin); v. a lso I , c, II 
equals the Partridge in lasciviousness, the 11• 
males practising homosexuality if a male is lal k 
ing: Pliny (10, 80); 11 . correspondences (v. ah11 
Compass): a. period : dusk, autumn ; b. el l 
rection: west; c. element: wa ter; d. ages o l 
man: a woman of 40 (v. Ages); 12. Christian: ,, 
attribute of Christ; b. the grace of the sacr,1 
ment ; feeding o n grapes: the Eucharist ; c. heav 
enly glory ; d. with folded ta il: remorse; c. with 
olive-leaf: the Church bringing peace; 13. her 
A. in Germany, s ince the I 2th cent., the mml 
frequently used bird : power and distinction; II 
its fea thers: a. of old the ornament of t rouha 
dours, often given by the lady of the castle a\,, 
reward for his art; b . it occurs in crests rn 
bunches; (as a ny feather) the art of kniglll ly 
warfare; c. royalty, pride of the nation ; 14 . W 
Blake: worldliness; 

15. W.B. Yeats: "dancing peahen": sym hol 
of Dawn ("The Indian to his love"); as such it " 
the opposite of the 'burnished' and sighing dov1• 
of dusk; 16. "apes and peacocks": the sh ip' 
from Tarshish brought go ld , silver, ivory, apes 
a nd peacocks (!Kings 10, 22); according to 
some the latter must be 'baboons', according to 
others 'incense' ; 17. folklore: unlucky: a. ii' 
persistent cry predicts rain (unfavourab le 111 
England); b. it is unlucky to have its tail-feath 
ers in the house; c. proverb: "The peacock hath 
fa ir feathers but foul feet". 
pear 

I. sacred to the White Goddess: a, it bears 
fruit in May (v. 5), the month of enforced chas 
tity; b. white b lossom; c. Egypt: sacred to Isis, 
d. Greece: sacred to Hera; it was held in high 
esteem by the Greeks (v. Homer: Od. 7, 
I J4 ff.); 2. generosity: it gives much fruit on a 
bad soil ; 3. affection : heart-shaped; its attribute 
in icons; 4. comfort , longevity: burn ing logs 
scent the room; 5. Celtic: in the Tree-alphabe t 
it is connected with the 6th month of May
June, and the letter H; 6. Christian: Christ 's 
love for mankind; 7. for engraving: v. Box tree, 
8. v. Partridge (nu rsery-rhyme). 
pearl 

A. general: I. in the countries round the 
Mediterranean pearls were only known after the 
exped itions of Alexa nder the Great; they were 
brought back as curiosities from Persia and 
India, and only generally worn in the late-Ptole
maic times; 2. to make a pearl more 'orient'(= 
shiny) it must be given to a dove; and after it 
has been in her wom b a while we have it out 
again; ref. Lily: "Endym ion" (5 , 2); 3. they arc 
the drops of water that fell from Aphrodite 

pelican 

whi•n ~he stepped out o f the water; 4 . in Eng
ldrul they were forme rly called Mar~ret (d~r. 
11 1 al. and Gr.); s. M.A. they grow m Paradise 
twl lh ref. to Gen. 2, 12 for 'growing' st~nes); 

21 , 2 1; B. the Pearl of Great Price: a. ref.: 
Matth. 13, 46: the k ingdom of he~ven.: b. a 
I m of the Manicheans: the combmal!on o.f 
r:~son and religious feeling, which is the ult1-
mate ta lisman against the evils of the wor ld; c. 
general wisdom, or the Sun; 15. folklore: ~·a 
charm against fir e: connected wllh wa.ter ' b. 
brings ill-luck to those who do not have it as an 
ancestral gem : related to tears; c. powdered and 
mixed with water it cures lunacy (v. E, 4 fo r 
the relation with moon) .. 

II . period: a. month: June; b. Zodiac: Can-
11•1, sometimes Gem ini; . . 

('. virtues: a. they promote conjugal bhss; b . 

1111rl1y : 
I). lier.: (on a ring) high grace; 
F. general meanings: I . the Mystic Centre: 

111 rela tion to the world-oyster; 2. the soul m 
11•lation to the body-oyster; every pearl is 
11111que (' unio'); it is the typical adornment fo r 
women (and effeminate men like Nero); 3. sub
ltrnation (of the abnormal), purity , salvation : a. 
il'lated to the colour white; b. attribute of 

peasant . . 
medieval personification of Sloth: a. s.1tting 

on an ass, carrying an owl: b. s leeping ~vh1le his 
oxen run away from the plough; cf. brm(er). 

pebble . . . 
I . justice: a. used in voting: e.g. Ovid 

t 'hrist and the Virgin (a s oyster); symbol of par
thenogenesis; c. conjunction of wate~ and frre; 
the oysters receive a 'dewy pregnancy from the 
,ky; d. Othello (5, 2) says he was " Like the 
ha~c Indian (who) threw a pearl away, Richer 
than all his tribe"; 4. moon: a. attn bute of love 
,ind moon-goddesses: rela ted to the 0, oval, an~ 
c11g: the essence of moon through oyster (
water); cf. I , c; b . v. Dante below;5. connected. 
with eyes: a. "such pearls as put out ladies 
~yes" (Gent. 5, 2) and " Those are pearls that 
were his eyes": Ariel's song in Temp. I , 2; b. 
"The eye is the pearl of the face": proverb; 6. 
connected with dew-drops: " I must go seek 
some dewdrops here, And hang a pearl m every 
~owslip's car": MND 2, I ; cf. Milton (Par. L.ost 
5, 2); 7 . eloq uence: attribute in. icons; 8. fa ith , 
esoteric wisdom: "neither cast ye your pearls 
before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and rend you": Matth. 
7, 6 ; v. below; 9. wealth: af~er Cleopat ra had 
stunned An thony by her lavish banquets, .she 
topped them by dissolving a pear~ in an ac.1d wme, 
swallowing it with the dnnk: Pliny (9, 
58); 10. health; 11. self-sacrifice; 12. tears: es
pecially to the Romans; 13. li.terary references: 
A. Plato: primordial and fmal androgyno us 
man· B Dante : a planet, in which a blessed soul 
manlfe~ts itself, is called a Pearl; but "J'eterna 
margar ita" is the Moon (Par. 2, 34); probabl.Y 
related to Plato's idea, which may also underlie 
the Muslim belief, that the blessed are e~closed 
in a pearl, each with his houri '. C. J. Stembeck : 
wealth, prod uced by a sick soc1et.Y (the oyster), 
hardening Man, raising Envy •. isolat ing ~an, 
who takes refuge in the pnm111v~ _<monolith) 
mounta ins, and finally killing ferlllity and the 
future (the son); D. D. Thomas: the last se~
ment of the sun on the female sea; 14. combi-
11ations: A. Pearly Gates: the 12 gates of the 
New Jerusalem (Heaven) are twelve pearls: Rev. 

(Metam. I 5 • 41 ff.) where.the Gods change .1he1r. 
co lour (white for not-guilty, black for gu ilty), 
b. shards, flints, and pebbles must be thrown o~ 
the grave of a person who has committed sui
cide: v. Ham. 5, I ; 2. eloq uence: a pebble m the_ 
mouth; 3. smooth , civilized life: the opposite ot 
Rock and Stone; 4. Jove-token: smooth pebbles 
(beside shells, flowers, etc.) are gifts ~lcasant to 
girls: Ovid (Metam. 10, 260); 5. wlute pebbles 
are grave-gifts: to facilitate resurrecll?n or re
birth ; 6. W. Blake: materialism, S~lf1sh Love: 
dead, and lying in water; the opposite of Clod, 

q .v. 
Pegasus . , f 

1. the winged horse, which sprang rom 

d When Perseus cut off her head; Bellero-Me usa, 
1

. 
phon rode Pegasus when he fought the c um era; 
in the M.A. often represented by the H1ppo
gryph· 2. Greek: a. his hoofs stopped the Heh
con fr~m rising to heaven; their imp rin l n~leased 
the fountain Hippocrene (q.v.) from which the 
Muses drank their inspiration; b. movmg clouds, 
vapours rising from the sea; 3. h~ightened natu
ral forces; 4. intellect and moraht~: th.e capac1~ 
ty for spiritualization, investing evil with good'. 

5. her.: a. energy leading to ho nour; b. poetry• 
c. Badge of the Inner Temple of the Inns of 

Court. 
pelican 

I . a pelican kills its young when they beat 
it with their wings in times of hunger; .the 
female (or the repentant father~ then revives 
them with b lood rising from her nght b.reas.t (or 
the father with his b lood), by sprmkhng 11 on 
them (not feed ing them); 2. (parental) love: 
" the kind life-rendering pelican Repast t~e.1." 
with my blood": Ham. 4 , 5; 3. loneliness. a 
pelican of the wilderness": Ps. 102, 6; 4. gre
gariousness; migration: they came ~o Rome 
from the u tter North of Gaul ; 5. greed. they are 
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pendulum 

insa.tiablc (Pliny 10, 66); 6. melancholy ; 7. 
Chris tian.: a. suffering Christ , the Eucharisl ; b. 
resurrection ; the opposite of the Snake; c. one 
?f lhc proofs of. the possibili1y of a virgin bear
ing a son; d . attribute of Penitence; 8. alch.: the 
vessel o.f transformation is the ' true philosophi
cal~ Pelican' (Christ): it restores th eir former se
curi1y ~o those once near to death ; 9. her. 
(wllh wmgs sprea.d,_'feeding' the young): a. filia l 
devotion; b. ~hristian read iness to sacrifice; Io. 
D. ;,1romas: the planet-<lucted pelican of cir
cles : as~ronom_ica l (planet), ducted (anatomi
cal), orn11ho log1cal (pelican), meaning perhaps 
P.lane1-duc1ed = Galaxy = Milky Way= breast = 
c11cles; .then Chris! = the poet as suckling, and 
as hfe-g1ving late r. 
pendulum 

I. lhe balance of judgment· 2. time etc · v 
Clock. ' ' · • · 
penny 

folklo re: a. famous magical coins arc gener
? llY r.ef~rred to as ' pennies'; b. several of the 
pennies belonged to some families who jea lous

!~ guarded them: e.g. the Lee Penny; they were 
d ipped in wa ter, which was then given to a 
human or a nimal sufferer ; c. Pliny (34, 38) a l
ready ment1~ns such a family-coin, growing and 
decreasing Wllh the weallh of the Servilii · d "A 
bad penny a lways comes back": proverb. ' . 
peony 

I. hea ling: (Greek) named after Paeon the 
g~d ~f Healing, who cured Heracles' wo~nds 
Wllh it; and through him it became related to 
Apollo; 2. shame, bashfulness, feminine loveli
ness; 3. anger, indignation; 4. spring: it blooms 
~I the Spring-equinox and then quickly sheds 
its petals; 5. astral.: related to the Sun; 6. folk
lore: a. Its roots can only be gathered safely at 
night, and then only with a dog tethered to it 
(cf. Ma ndrake) because it utters a cry which it 
IS fatal lo hear; o r one is attacked by the wood
p~ckers of Mars; b. a c ure for epilepsy, lunacy 
nightmares, e tc. ' 
pepper 

I . Sal ire; 2. an aphrodisiac; 3. astral.: related 
to Mars. 
peppermint (flower) 

peridot 

I. cryslallinc ullr~-ba sic igneo us rock,, 
found as intrusive masses; 2. emblem of tlw 
lhunderboll ; 3. happiness; 4. virtues: a. prl' 
vcnis bclrayal by a woman, and pro molr' 
human '.ela tions; b. gives self-<:ontrol; c. give' 
con~ola llon m sadness and disappointments; 5 
pLenod: a. m on1h : August; b. Zodiac: Pi~cc1 , 

co. 
periwinkle (llower) 

I. various species of the dogbane-family; 2 
re lated to lhe Great Goddess: a. one of the first 
spring-flowers: the orgiastic spring-aspect of thl' 
goddess; sacred to Venus and the Mermaid 
(q.~.); b. death ; criminals on their way to cxc· 
cut1on were crowned with it; c. associated with 
witches: Fr. "Violet1c des Sorciers"; 3. love: a. 
tender memories; b. aphrodisiac. 
Persephone 

I . when she was raped by Hades, her mo thc1 
made lhc concession that she spent I /3 of the 
year with him, and 2/3 with her: she could no t 
return comple te ly as she had eaten of the frui t 
of .the pomegranate (q.v.); v. also Eating; 2. as 
maiden ('Kore') and Mother they represent two 
aspec1s of the G rea1 Goddess (of fertil ity, etc.). 
3. her cro ne-aspect (Hecale) is brought out by 
her power to send spectres, rule ghosts, and car· 
ry the curses of men into effect; 4. earth-fertili 
~.Y and spring; 5. common equivalents: a. lhc 

Harves t Maiden"; b. the "Mother of the 
Corn". 
pestle 

I . phallus; together with the mortar (q.v.) a 
form . of androgyne (fertility); 2. Egypto
Hcbra1c: corn-grinding: "Though thou shouldesl 
bray a foo l in a mortar among wheat with a 
pest~~· yc1 will not his foolishness depart from 
hnn : Prov. 27, 22; cf. the Roman corn-gods 
;.•cum nus and Pilum nus; 3. W.B. Yeats: t he 
. Pes tle of lhe Moon": i11srrument of reincarna

tion. 
petal 

folkl~re: love-divination: pluck the peta ls 
saying: He loves me, he loves me not"; this is 
do~e especially wilh daisies; cf. the use of dan
delion fluff, thistle fluff, o r grains of maize. 
Peter I . cord iality : because of its aroma and fla

vour; 2 . . wealth: the common British (Black) 
peppermmt has purple stems. 
perambulator 

folklore: it is unlucky to bring a new peram
~u~tor mto the house before the baby is born-
1t is a challenge to the gods or fate; the sam~ 
holds good for the cradle. 

I. saint: I. rock, Pope; 2. keeper of the door 
of Heaven ; 3. betrayal: three times before 
cock-<:row (= the end of the Roman night 
watch); 4. he caught a fish with a coin in its 
mo~th : Matth. 17, 27; 5. inversion: crucified 
upside-do~ (in order not to imitate Christ); 6 . 
Zodiac: Anes. 11. boy's name: a boy called thus 
will always hear the refrain: " Peter's pop kept a 

362 

lull1pop shop , And the lo llipop shop kept 
l'ctcr". 
petrel 

I . a group of several fam ilies of birds, in
duding the shearwater a nd the a lbatross (q.v.); 
the familiar Wilson 's petrel is the sailors' 
"Mother Carey's chicken"; the small sea-bird, in 
.1 storm, flies so low over the water, that it 
'ccms to wa lk on it, like St. Peter (petrel = 
' httle Peter'); 2. T.S. Eliot: lhrough age man 
must strive to a further communion with the 
wave and the wind, "the vast waters Of the 
petrel and the porpoise", to make the wheel 
rnmc full circle ("East Coker" 5). 
petticoats 

red petticoats (in Eliz. times): a prostitute; 
rcf. IH4 l ,2; 2H42,2. 
phallus 

I. na1ure's generative forces incorporated in 
deities: A. Egypt: Osiris: Set had torn Osiris 
into 13 pieces (lunar months), apart from his 
phallus; when Isis reassembled him the phallus 
(lhc extra day in the 13-month year) was miss
mg, eaten by a fish, which may account for the 
fish(= midwinter)-tabu in Egypt, excepl on o ne 
day a year (a Scorpion attacks Milhra's testi
cles, and the third emasulator may have been 
the Crab, dividing the year into three king
cmasculating seasons); when Isis could not find 
that part , she consecrated its image, which 
thenceforth was carried by the priests (50 yards 
long) in processions at the established festivals 
in honour of Osiris; B. Graeco-Roman: a. Pria
pus: the ithyphallic God of the · Gardens was 
carried in processions of the fest ivals of Dio
nysus-Bacchus; v. also Sickle; b. also in the 
Eleusinian and other mysteries the sacred phal
lus was hung and prayers offered to it ; c. the 
typical Roman daemon of the phallus was Fas
cinus, whose emblem was hung around babies' 
necks, who was patron of generals and whose 
worship was entrusted to the Vestal; 2. regener
ation, perpetuation of life : a. Osiris, lying on a 
funerary ship, was always represented as ith y
phallic to suggest resurrection ; cf. marriage as 
death; b . phalloi (as life-symbols) were planted 
near or on graves (cf. Cypress); 3. penetration: 
in Hermes, etc.: penetration into the unknown 
world, seeking a spiritual message of deliverance 
and healing; thus it is related to the Caduceus, 
q .v.; 4. sun-ray and world-axis ; attribute of 
sun-heroes: many heroes are 'crippled' (Foot, 
q.v., has magical generative powers), 'blind' 
seers (v. Eye), ugly and deformed as under
world-smiths (Hephaestos-Wieland , the sun's 
Night-Crossing, forgers of fertility), all charac
teristics of solar and chthonic, dactylic deities: 

pheasant 

" Fo llow it down, ii leads you to all Mother.;"; 
many wear the curious red , pointed Phrygia n 
cap ('pilaeus'); they are both smaller than small, 
and bigger than hig {in force a nd size): o ne of 
the characteristics of the solar heroes is !heir 
fast growth ; 

5. oaths, covenants: O.T. oaths were taken 
with the hand near the phallus (instead of the 
usua l raised hand): 'under my thigh': a. because 
the descendants arc already present in a man's 
thigh (Gen. 24, 2); b. because of the covenant 
of circumcision ; c. beca use he is a servant ; how
ever, v. also Gen. 4 7, 29, where Joseph is asked 
to do the same to Jacob; 6. divination: probably 
the 'tcraphim' (e.g. Gen. 31, 19, and Judg. 17, 
5) were phallic objects of divination (like lhe 
penates-pcnes); they may have been oracular 
spirils o f the dead; 7. comedy: the Greek comic 
actor in general had exaggerated shoulders, 
be lly, buttocks, etc., but a lways the phallus, 
enormous, oflen stylized , but recognizable; 8. 
psych.: a. Jung warns his readers that a 'phallic' 
sy mbo l, to a primitive mind, does not mean the 
organ it self, but the ' libido', the whole driving 
force of man's vo lition: it is not a sign (= 
penis), but a symbol of the life-urge; b. the 
source of life and libido, the creator and worker 
of miracles, a nd as such worshipped every
where ; ' libido' is symbolized as sun-fire (analo
gy) or phallus-snake (object), or lion-boar-bull
ass (eve·r rutting) as functional; c . affcct ivity 
penetrating (the subconscious, the pneumatic 
in terior, etc.) in order to activate and enrich 
that which it penetrates; d. symbol of the Self 
(e.g. in dreams) where there is undervaluation 
(repression , etc.) of sexuality; self-worship; 9. 
Three Phallo i: primal cause: deity without 
parents or male, and repeating by self-genera
tion; I 0 . v. Emasculation, Circumcision, Male, 
etc . 
pheasant 

I. myth. : Itylus was changed into a pheas
ant when he was 'accidentally' killed by his 
mother , who wanted to kill her sister (Niobe)'s 
e ldest son : perhaps a child-substitute for a 
Sacred King (q .v.); his mother was cha nged into 
a nightinga le, lamenting her murdered child 
every night ; 2. beauty, luxury: the beautiful 
plumage of the male is strikingly displayed in 
courtship; 3. motherly love: v. I ; 4. the best 
game that flies (as venison is t he best that runs); 
5. bribe to the court of jus tice: "Advoca te's the 
court-word for a pheasant": Wint. 4, 4; 6. las
civiousness: a. they are polygamous, and even 
cross with numerous other gallinaceous birds, 
including the common fowl ; b. G. Chaucer : 
" the fesaun t, scorner of the cok by nigh te" (PoF 
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Phillida 

357); c. as red meat it is an aphrodisiac; 7. sim
plic ity: (with dove) attribute in an icon; 8. her.: 
hunting: 9. Carnaval: the Prince wears pheas
ant-feathers: a. because they arc long, and the 
hunting-season coincides with the harvest-time 
and the beginning of the festivities; b. as a sub
stitute-king; c. because of the characteristics 
mentioned under 2 and 6. 
Phillida 

the traditional name for a girl in pastoral 
poems: e.g. the beloved of Corin; ref. MND 2, 
I. 
Philip 

I. saint: I. fo ugh t the serpent-religion in 
Phrygia (cf. St. Patrick), and was stoned to 
death while being crucified upside-down (Inver
sion); 2. rules Virgo: II. common Elizabethan 
name for a sparrow. 
phoenix 

I. name: Gr. 'phoinix': a. 'bright-coloured', 
b. 'pa Im-tree'; 

2. myth.: A. Ovid's description: the phoenix 
does not live o n seeds and herbs, but on the 
(g um) tears of incense and the juice of amo
nium; when this bird has completed 5 centuries 
of its life, it builds a nest in the topmost 
branches of a palm-tree: and when it has covered 
this underneath with the bark of cassia and 
light spikcnard , broken cinnamon and yellow 
myrrh, it puts itself on it and ends its life in the 
odours; they say that from the parent body a 
small phoenix is born , destined to live as long; 
when age has given it strength, and it can 
carry burdens, it takes the nest and carries it to 
the C ity of the Sun (Heliopolis), where it lays 
down the nest before the sacred doors of the 
temple of Hyperion; B. some of the many var i
ants: a. it is born from the parents' ashes, its 
nest, or as a small larva (some connect the 
phoenix with the salamander: either at its birth, 
or full-grown as a 'plumed serpent'); sometim es 
the young is born before the parent comes to 
Egypt to die; b. the phoenix has been asso
ciated with the 'roe', a peacock, and a kind of 
stork which was sacred in Heliopolis (as sun
city related to the palm-tree) ; c. its age is given 
as ranging from 500 to 12,954 years; Tacitus 
may be right in giving it as 1461 which would 
imply that it is a calendar-beast : they had no 
leap-year in Egypt, thus losing one full year in 
1460 years; d. it is only male ; some say it is 
both male and fema:e (androgyne); e. by Shake
speare it is connected with Arabia, the land of 
spices: "O Anthony, 0 thou Arabian bird" (Ant. 
3, 2), "She is alone th' Arabian bird": (Cymb. l , 
6); f. described as resembling a peacock: it 
has a crest on its head, golden neck-feathers, a 
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tail of white m ixed with rosy red, and brillian t 
eyes; C. it is the ancestor of the Phoenician, , 
brother of Kadmos and Europa; 

3. solar worship ; 4. resurrection, immortali 
ty: sacred to Osiris; 5. eternal youth; 6. chasti 
ty, temperance; 7. paragon, unique person 
Shakespeare, e.g. A'sW l , I ; v. also 2, B, e; 8 
self-sufficiency; self-imm olat ion; 9. storm 
symbol; 

10. attr. of Justice; 11 . ro yal succession: e.!!. 
H8 5, 4; 12. Christian: Christ 's suffering and 
resurrection; hope; sometimes attr. of Persevcr· 
ance; 13. a/ell.: a. the symbol of the complete 
transmutation; b. masculine, sun, fire, air , red 
stone; as such the o pposit e of Eagle; c. the soul 
of Spiritus Mundi, transmuted from the spirit 
of metal, seen escaping from the 'Vas Her
metica'; v. Hermaphrodite; 14. her.: a. badge of 
the East Roman Empire; b. dedicated to Orion , 
whose soul lives on in it ; c. survival and resu r
rection; d. Queen Elizabeth I had the phoenix 
stamped on her medals, often with the motto : 
"Sola phoenix omn is mu ndi"; 

15. psych.: 'dream' and 'change', living from 
one moment to the other : 16. Eliz.: the name 
of a tavern (and a shop) in London: in Err. (I , 
2) Antipholus stayed at the inn, while the play 
ends in the rebirth (renewal) of his love for 
Adriana; 17. Chr. Fry's "A Phoenix too Fre
quent" was taken from Aesop's "Fables" (203) : 
18. v. Spice, etc. 
photograph 

folklore: a. it inherits the ancient danger of 
being portrayed, plus the added da nger of hav
ing the Evil Eye of the lens on you; b. b la ck 
magic can be worked on a photograph as well as 
on an Image (q.v.); a photograph takes some
thing away from yo u. 
Phrygia 

I. country: love and fertility: I . Aphrodite 
seduced Anchises in the form of a Phrygian 
princess, with a red robe: 2. Dionysus wa s ini
tiated to the local Rhea (Cybele) Mysteries in 
Phrygia; II. blessing: raised thumb, index, and 
middle-finger, originally in honour of the god
dess Myrinc: a. thumb: pha llic increase and vi
rility : Venus and Heracles; b. fo refinger: guid
ance: Zeus ; c. middle finger: ra in-making fer tili
ty: Saturn; v. a lso f' ingers for further symbol
ism; the sign was la ter taken over as a Papal 
blessing, with the thumb less conspicuous; III. 
cap: 1. phallic: a. Paris, the typical Venusian 
man, wore one; b. worn by sun-heroes (e.g. 
Mithra); the 'pileus' is a lso given to chthonic 
forgers of fertility, the underground sm iths; c. 
psych.: eroticism in its superior form, subli
mated but often obsessive; 2. liberty: a. found 

, 111 •1 statue of Minerva: b. given as a symbol of 
11 cdct~m to freed slaves in Rome ('l ibcrti.ni'); c. 
It has been hoisted by revolutionanes ~1ght1ng 
tyrnnts s ince at least 100 B.C. (S;iturnmus, to 
•how tha t the slaves who rollowcd him would 
he freed); d. worn by Byzantine soldiers and 
1hc Doge of Venice; 3. it was worn by Gany
mede; 4. wisdom; 5. the Papal tiara was denved 
trom it; the rites of Cybele had a strong mflu-
1·nce on growing Catholicism: the Blessmg, the 
dress and behaviour of the priests, e tc. 
pick tock . 

euphemistic reference to the chastity-belt , 
wh ich , opened, gives access to th e treasures of 
' honour' ; ref. Meas. 3, 2. 
picture . . 

folklore: evil omens: a. a picture falling 
from the wall for no apparent reason; b. a 
tailing portrait; c. v. Image and Photograph. 

pie . . 
pies fi gu re prommently m nurscry-rhy.mes, 

where they often contain the most unhkely 
things (which may po int to their representing 
the earth), e.g. a. "Baby and I Were baked ma 
pie"; b. "Little Jack Horner" (q.v.) found that 
rewarding plum; c. "Four and twenty black
birds" are baked in a pie in "Sing a song of 

sixpence". 
Pied Piper of Hamelin . 

probably inspired by !lute and harp-playing 
deities (David, Krishn3, Orph eus, Angus •. Pan) 
who frequently spend half a year (wmtcr) in the 

underwor Id. 
Pierrot . 

the male principle st ill in a state of mno
ccnce (white face and white, loose garments); 
after his ran (knowledge of good and e~il) he 
wears a black cap; his sweetheart 1s P1er~tte 
(sometimes Colum bine, q.v.); he deve~opcd mto 
an imaginative art ist-lover, a. romantic and pa
thetic character, who hides his feelings behmd a 
comic mask; a typica lly lunar he ro. 

pig . . b . lly 

pig 

pigs were engulfed with Persephone (again a 
la ter intcrprctat ion) into the underworld when 
she was raped by Hades; c. sacred to Hermes as 
bringer-out of the Graces (fertility); d. v .. Boar 
for the pig's relation with Att1s- Adonis;. C. 
Germanic: a. sacred to Odin and the fert1hty
god Frey: again the incorporation of the Corn
spir it; b. the same tabu as in Egypt. except for 
the midwinter Yule boar; D. Ccluc: a. Lugh had 
a pigskin which had healing virtues and mrrac~
lously changed water into wine (~haractc!1st1~ 
of a fertility-god); b. the seven pigs of. Easel. 
they were killed every night , to be revived in 
the morning (eating which preven ts diseases). 
renewal of fertility; . 

2. purification: (Greek) pig's blood (of a 
sacrifice) and running water was a means of 
purifying a man (e.g. after a murder); ~hen_ one 
shaved one's head and went into exile tor. a 
year; later the blood was replaced by wine; ong
ina lly, of course, the pig itself was a substitute 
for a human sacrifice to a death-deity (to nght 
the balance of Themis): t he law of 'eye for 
eye'; 3. later its s.1credncss was reversed:. a. first 
it became 'uncle311', which was taken ltterallY, 
and grew into filth, grossness, lack of feehngs; 
b. gluttony; c. lasciviousness: both its b.ehav1~ur 
and phallic shape; d. lethargy, obstinacy, e. 
Christian: Satan; especially when black; 4. W.B. 
Yeats: winter-frost, end of the world, etc. 
("The Valley of the Black Pig"); 

1. sacred to fert ility-de1t1es, ut especta 
connected (and identified) with the Great God
dess (for a more extensive discu ssion v: Boar 
and Sow): A. Egypt : a. in sowmg-ttm~ 1t pos
sesses the spirit of Osiris, at harvest time Set 
(Evolut ion - Involution); b. its meat was tabu 
(= 'unclean'; later taken over by Hebrews a.nd 
Muslims); c. the Goddess's penalty for breaking 
the tabu was 'leprosy' (q.v.); but 1t must be 
eaten sacrificially at her m idwinter rites; B. 
Greek: a. sacred to Demeter (she w~s. repre
sented with a pig, and pigs were sacr1f1~ed to 
her, because la ter people could not conce1.v~ her 
as a sow): incorporation of the Corn-spmt; b. 

5. combinat ions: /\. Pig-is/and: ! ~eland: the 
Tuatha de Danaan produced a magic mist, so 
that to the approaching Milcsians Ireland wo~ld 
look like a hog's back; B. pig-skin bag (Eliz.: 
'budget') : the characteristic bag of the tinker 
(for his tools, etc.) who, him~lf is a symbol of 
erot icism (v. Tinker) ; ref. Wint. 4 , 3; 6. folk
lore : A. tabu (still related to the Great Goddess 
and her descendants, the witches): a . as the 
witches are in charge of the winds and storm s, 
it is a tabu-word among fishermen at s:a (sub
stitute: 'the thing'); b. when its meat 1s being 
cured, no pregnant woman (or a m.enstru~~s 
one) must touch it: she will go mad ( lunacy is 
a punishment of the Great Moon-Goddes~) , 
there are stories of fairy-pigs and spectral pigs 
(cf. fa iry-cattle); B. stor m-prediction: they are 
able to see or smell wind, so if they run about 
with straws in their mouths there is windy 
weather to come; cf. Chapman ("Eugenia"); C. 
nur sery-rhymes: a. "Dickery, dickery, dare, The 
pig (= witch?) flew up in the air; The man in 
brown soon brought him down , D1ckcry, 
dickery , dare"; b. very often the baldness of t?e 
pig is stressed: shaving one, its having no wig, 
etc.; c. there are several rhymes in which the 

365 



pigmy 

finger s are represented as pigs; d. a counting-out 
rhym e: "Pig-snout, walk out". 
pigmy 

I . they are a foot high, building their houses 
with egg-shells, and t ravelling in chario t s drawn 
by partridges, or mounting kids or rams; when 
the cranes (their arch-enemies) and other birds 
a ttack them they arm them selves in every way; 
o n several G reek vases we sec t he battle be
tween the cranes a nd pigmies; v.-Crane; 2. they 
join in all t he stor ies about dwarfs, ' little peo
pk', fa iries, goblins, etc. 
pikestaff 

I. "as plain as pikestaff" (proverb): origina l
ly a 'packstaff = carried by a pedlar on his 
shoulder; 2. the pikestaff of Penance: Langla nd 
(Pierce Pl. Bk. 5). 
pilgrim 

I. the human being on earth, travelling to
wards the Myst ic Centre; 2 . the human soul; 3. 
time: " Most miserable hour that e'er lime saw 
In lasting labour of his pilgrimage": Rom. 4, 5; 
4. honour: "There Honour comes, a pilgrim grey, 
To bless the turf that wraps their clay": W. 
Collins ("Ode written in the year 1746"); for 
the grey colour cf. Milton (Par. Reg. 4, 427); 5. 
the lover: "For then my thoughts .... Intend a 
zealous pilgrimage to thee": Sonn. 27; cf. 
Romeo masked like a Palmer in the Capulets' 
ba ll (I, 5); 6. pilgrims to the H. Land carry a 
palm-branch, those to Santiago de Compostela 
(Spain ) a cockle-shell; 7. Jung: transcendence, 
release, the decisive step in life, to be taken 
without the help of others; renunciation a nd 
atonement , often directed by a mistress 
('anima'): Hagia Soph ia, Pallas Athena; a 
symbol of a ll this is a night of birds, and the 
Labyrinth; 8. v. Journey. 
pillar 

I . Egyptian hicr. (beside 'pillar'): spinal 
column; 2. world-axis, world-spine, the Pole; 3. 
support of heaven : Yahweh laid the ear th disk 
on the pillars of the .earth : e.g. ISam. 2, 8ff.; 
Job 9, 6; but also the heavens rest on pillars: 
Job 26, 11 ; 4. pha llus, male principle, the Crea
tor, the Sun : a. Absolom 'reared up' a phallic 
pillar in "the king's dale", "for. .. I have no son 
to keep my name in remembrance; and he called 
the pillar after his own name": 2Sam. 18, 18; v. 
also SoS 3, 6 for the belov'cd as a ' pillar of 
smoke'; b. though 'sun-i mages' (= pillars) are 
rejected by Isaiah (e.g. 17 , 8), yet he prophesies 
proudly that Heliopolis in Egypt will have one 
"to the Lord" (19, 19); v. also Obelisk; c. the 
" Pillar of Osiris" was an Egyptian amulet: a 
stave with 4 rings at the top, to denote stabili
ty; d. the Greek baetyli (from Hebr. 'bethel' = 
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'House of the Lord'; v. Gen. 28, 181".) wc11· 
stone pillars, or iginally probably meteors, gt•11 
era lly related to gods, but also to goddesses, q• 
Cybele; cf. Herms and Hecatea (s. Hecate) ; " 
Theban fo rm of Dionysian worship; 

5. message or guidance of a deity: a. a pillar 
of fire (by night), and of cloud (by day) in till' 
desert indicated the presence of Yahweh; lat 1•1 
it indicated where a stop was to be made (when 
it stood over the Ark of the Covenant) ; h 
pillars of smoke are among the signs that 1111 
Day of the Lord will come: Joel 2, 30; 6. ow11 
ership: Dionysus set up pillars a ll over Indr;o 
(Apollodorus 3, 5, 2); cf. Sesostris (Herodotm) 
and Diomcdes in Italy (Lycophron 625ff.); 7 
her. : fort itude; 8. W. Blake: the Pillars of Cloud 
and Fire: the Delusions of Nature, and the tor 
ture of Passion; 9. combinations: I. a brok<'ll 
pillar: a. in icons of Strength they refer to 
Samson's final act of destruction; b. broken 
strength, fa ith, etc.; c. death; II. num ber: /\ 
two pillars: a. Ja ch in and Boaz (v. separa te); h 
together: binary combinations (beauty/strength , 
justice/mercy, king/priest, love/knowledge), 0 1 

duality (dark/light, birth/death); c. the two 
pillars of Enoch : wisdom: a. one of stone 
proof against wa te:; b. one of brick: proo l 
against fire; d. Babylonian, Semitic, etc.: the 
sun-god re-enters the inhabited world between 
the two pillars of Melkarth (Gibraltar); e. 111 

chariot-races: the goal; f. Gnostic: the letter II , 
the door to eternity; B. three pillars: a. any 
T rinity, triad; b. goodness (beauty), wisdom . 
and power ; C. four pillars: a. the directions ol 
space; b. the supports of the earth (or heaven) ; 
D. the Seven Pillars of Wisdom: " Wisdom hath 
builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven 
pillars" (Prov. 9 , I ): seven as the number of: a. 
sanctity; b. ex t reme riches: a normal aristocn1t 
ic house had a hall with 2 or 3 pillars; c. the 
seven days of Creation; d. the planets, months 
of fertility. Gates of the Underworld, etc.; F. 
twelve pillars: Moses erected I 2 pillars for th e 
tribes at Sinai; III. si/r!er pillars: S tyx's house 
(Hesiod , Theog. 77 1); 

I 0 . v. Dolmen. Obelisk, Menhir, Stone. 
pillow 

I. there are curious pillows for 'all armholes' 
(or, e lbows) which, together with kerchiefs on 
the head, are used "of every stature to hu nt 
souls" by women, and "wherewith ye there 
hu nt the souls (or, 'into the garden') to make 
them fly": a for m of idolatry, religious 'ad ul
tery' in both Biblical senses; ref. Eze. 13, 18ff.; 
2. love-anguish : " Though in thy youth thou 
wast as true a lover As ever sighed upon a mid
night pillow": AYL 2, 4; 3. mute audience of 

.,1111c,sions: "A nd whispers to hi\ pillow. as to 
111rn (- the King) The secrets of his overcharged 

uul": 2116 3, 2. 
pimpernel . 

I . a small herb of the primrose-family; other 
n,une: "Shepherd's Clock", because they only 

111w n in bright sunshine; the flowers are usually 
,1 , hade of red, and numerous; 2. change;. 3. 
nn•cting, a rendez-vous; 4. fruitfulness; 5. ch1ld-

h11od. 

pin . . I . . 
1. love, marriage: a. excitement, main Y scx-

11,11; b. with a Needle (q.v.) a symbol of mar-
11,1gc; c . "tirling at t he pin" (with a different 
meaning of pin) is a fr equent occupat ion of 
lovers standing outside the beloved_'s doors in 
hallads, fo r both heroes and heroines; 2. re
\traint : of clothing, e tc.; 3. value: a. up to the 
nttddle of t he I 6th cent. only the rich could 
,1llord metal pins; the poor used .~ imple skcw
l'r~; b. later : something valueless: I do not.set 
my life at a pin's fee": ll am . I , 4; 4 .. combma
tions: a. angels dance on a pin's point .o;, au; 
tcf. in D. Thomas ("My world is pyramid ); b . 
measuring a town with the pin of a brooch was 
done by the Old Celtic queen of Ulster'. Macha; 
ref. in W.B. Yeats' "The Dawn", where ti st ands 
tor rejected, senseless knowledge; 

5. folklore: needles being both shar_p and 
metal can be dangero us as well as protecu~e: A .. 
connected with witchcraft: a. the_ vo.m1ung ol 
pins is a Brit ish characteristic ot witches;. b. 
witches can be scared off a hous~ by st1ckmg 
pins in the doorpost; but they can .use them m 
the ir spells, too; B. good luck: a. fmding a .Pm 
lying on the groun d means luck (especially t~ '.t 
points away from you); b. among_ gamblers. ~ 
pin inserted in yo ur lape l by a fncnd ensures 
luck ; c . bent or crooked pins are a favoun tc 
offering in wishing and healing-wells. 

pinching . . 

pipe 

much confusion between pine and fir; therefore 
v. a lso Fir; 2. immortality, longevity: a. an ever
green; b. a grave-gift: it preserves the body of 
the deceased from corruption, and fort1f1es his 
soul ; c. sometimes found with a stag and a stork 
(or crane) as an emblem for longevity; 3. foe, 
fertility: a. inflammable, and be~use ~f tis 
shape: fire, creative, masculine; as tuel tt gives a 
sweet smell , but sparks fly from 11; b. con
nected with the androgynous crux a ns?t.a: v. 
Cross; c. Adonis and Attis are (sacr1f1cially) 
killed or emasculated on, or under, a pme-tree 
in autumn; they are spring-fertility gods; the 
trees are 'bled' for turpentine at the vernal eqm 
nox; Ovid writes tha t the b.are-t runk ed pmc 
with broad , leafy tops, is pleasmg to t he mother 
of the gods, since Attis, dear to Cybele, ex
changed his human fo rm and took on its trunk 
(Mctam. IO, 103ff.); d . related to the Sun m 
Mithraism; c. sacred to D10nysus: e.g. Vergtl 
ment ions votive amulets to Bacchus hung on 
pine-trees (Georg. 2, 389); moreover .the_ thyr
sus (q.v.) was pine.cone ttpped; the pme IS al~o 
sacred to Osiris, Pan, and Poseidon; f. 11 was 
also sacred to the goddesses Venus and Artem is; 
h. aphrodisiac: the pine t ree nuts: Ovid (De 
Arte Arn. 2, 424); 4. victory: a wreath of pmc 
was a prize at the Isthmian Games; . . 

5. ships: the keels were made of pine: Ovtd 
(M.etam. I, 134); 6. grief, endu.rance, pity;,:. 
philosophy; 8. gloomy: Dye~ (' Gongar ,Hill ); 
9. punishment: being co nfmed m a clo~en 
pine': e.g. Ariel in the Tempest (I , 2) and lra
dub io n in the "Fa~ry Queen" ( I , 2, 33); 10. a 
fallen pine: a man.fallen in misfortune: "Tb.~~~ 
droops this loft y pine and hangs his sprays · 

2H6 2, 3. 
pink . 

1. flesh; 2. feminine or cffemmatc: a. the 

1. connected with death and mght-sy~bols. 
mouse owl, cat, etc.; 2. connected with lam es, 
who ;re notorious pinchers of serving-maids; 
e.g. "They'll suck our breath, or pinch us black 
and blue": Err. 2, 2; 3. connected with confme
ment , or imprisonment; 4 . wan~on~ess: of 
cheeks, thighs, b uttocks, etc.; 5 . pinch mg o~e
self: to make sure one is not dreammg; 6. tor 
Pincher Martin : v. Martin ; 7. folklore (school
ch ildren): a. "a pinch and a punch for the first 
of the month" must be answered with "a pi~ch 
and a kick for being so quick"; b. pmchmg 
must be performed on a child wearing new 

clothes. 

colour of clothes, when the baby is a girl ; b. 
homosexuality: emasculate red : in German con
centration camps the badge of homosexuals (or 
those accused of being homosexual for "effi
ciency's sake") was pink ; 3. sensu~lit y, emo
tions, joy. yout h ; 4 . mystic: ?ssoctated \~1t h 
number F ive: healing; 5 . Gnostic: resurrection. 
pipe (musical instrument) 

I. 'invented' by Hermes (like the Lyre) and 
sold to Apollo, but in reality invented by ~an 
who was swindled by Hermes; 2. Pan pursumg 
Syrinx ('reed') held only reeds in his hands, 
w hich he blew on: Ovid (Metam . I , 690ff.); as a 
wind-instrument it was naturally associated 
with the wind-god Pan ; 3. as an attribute of 
Hermes-Mercury it plays an important part m 
the Argus-lo myth: v. Ovid (Metam. I , 675ff.); 
4. the typical instrument of the shepherd ; pine 

1. in symbolism and nwt ho logy there is 
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Pippin 

5. allurement: the magic quality of piping is 
a common theme in folktales a nd ballads, from 
the Pied Piper to the ballad of "King Orfeo"; 6. 
religious: a. ecstasy: instrument of the "nabis" 
('prophets'): !Sam. JO, 5; v. also Isa. 30, 29; b. 
for serious occasions: played at Solomon's 
anointm en t procession , "so that the earth rent 
with the sound": !Kings I , 40; c. for godless 
feasts: e.g. in Isa . 5, 12 (with wine); it is also 
mentioned in the parable of the Jews not ac
cepting John's at>stinence, neither Jesus' jo ining 
people's tables and 'music' (Matth. 11, I 7ff.); 
7. peace: the opposite of the fifes and drums: 
"in this weak piping time o f peace" (R3 I, I), 
plus the feminine and infantile sound as com
pared to the mart ial trumpets, etc.; 8. phallus: 
'Tor his pipe made so much joy" in the refrain 
of the shepherd's so ng about Christ's birth 
("Jolly Wat"); v. also Flute under Lute. 
Pippin 

nursery-rhyme: King Pippin (of French ori
gin) is a fam iliar figure in the nursery; he had a 
hall made completely of candy. 
Pisces 

A.genera/: 1. the 12th HouseoftheZod iac 
{q.v.), beginning f'ebruary 19th; 2. in Babylon 
{owing to the precession): winter-solst ice , rain, 
resurrection; 3. its pictorial symbol: a. two 
fishes, generally an ti-parallel: the old (left) and 
the new (right) cycle; b. the ship Argo; 4. the 
Hell of the Zodiac; 5. symbolic of hypocrisy 
and violent death ; 

B. period of: a. destruction: water and dis
so lution (tombs), the Universal solvent; the 
final stage of the cycle started with Capricorn, 
while the new cycle starts with Aries; b. resur
gence of cosmic energy from the primordial 
waters; c. the statio n of Venus: the fish as 
symbol of sexual love; 

C. correspondences: a. body: feet a nd toes; 
b. planet: Jupiter (but according to o thers: Nep
tune) corrects the instability; c. Tarot: the 
Hanged Man; d. quality : mutable, watery , femi
nine, cold; 

D. character: a. lack of stabilit y and preci
sion (watery), fa ilure; b. great acto rs (shifting 
character s); c. idealists (at worst: drifters); d. 
lack of individuality; e. gentle, shy, (hyper-)sen
sitive, vague; f. melancholic; g. love of retire
ment (in a hospital or a monastery), seclusion, 
mysticism , but also exile; h. should keep away 
from drink; i . loveable, because loving; j. denial 
of self and its passions; k. treachery; 

E. famous people: Holderlin, Schopenhauer ; 
in fiction : Mr. Micawber. 
pismire 

I . ancient word for Ant, q.v.; 2. aphrodi-
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siac: (Rome) prepared pismires were used a' 
aphrodisiacs; 3. anger: "as angry as a pismire" 
G. Chaucer ("Summoner's Tale"). 
pit 

I. Hell: a. Sheol, the Underworld: "thow 
who go down the pit are swallowed whole" 
ref. to murder of the innocent; v. also Joh, 
Psalms, etc.; b. v. archetypal Cave, Hell, etc.; 2 
Lat. 'pit' is also a euphemism fo r vulva . 
pitch 

I. punishment in Hell : the 'baratticri' 
people who fraudulently misused their high ol 
fices to enrich themselves) arc submerged in boil 
ing pitch: Dante (In f. 21); 2. defilement. 
pitcher 

I . recognition , election: a. Rebekah's pitch 
er was the sign of her election: Gen. ch . 24; b. a 
man carrying a pitcher of water, instead of a 
woman (Mark 14, I 3); men usually carried bag;. 
of water; 2. Gideon ordered his 300 to carry 
empty pitchers, to be broken at the attack 
(Judg. 7, I 6ff.); 3. something of low value: 
"The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fim· 
gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitch 
ers, the work of the hands of the potter". 
Lament. 4 , 2. 
pitch-fork 

I . the typical implement of a man, as the 
opposite of a wo man's broomstick, q.v.; 2. asso 
ciated with the Devil, as a variant of the Tn 
dent. 
plague 

l. our vices: "The godr, are just, and o f our 
pleasant vices Make instruments to plague us'" 
Lear 5, 3; 2, marriage:"'One was never married, 
and that's his hell; another is, and that's his 
plague": R. Burton (Anal. of Mel. I, 2, 4); 3. D. 
Thomas: " love's plague": a child. 
plain 

I. the land of reality; the opposite of the 
mystic mountain; v. Field , Hill,. and Meadow~ 
2. Dante: "Dark Plain" (e.g. Inf. 2): on it 
roamed the souls or those who had been neither 
good nor bad, and were outcasts of Heaven and 
Hell; they fo llow a shifting ensign, and have lost 
their reason; 3. the Plains of Truth: there arc 
183 worlds arranged in a triangular formation 
(3 x 60 + 3 angles); in between them are the 
Plains of Truth, in which there are the reasons, 
forms and patterns of all that has been and will 
be (Plutarch: Deel. of the Oracles). 
plane (tree) 

J .. general: a. the Platanus, a genus of trees 
with large leaves and globular catkins, the fe
male florets being fo llowed by burr-like nuts; b . 
its most characteristic fea ture is the yearly, rec
tangular scaling off of the bark; thus they re-

plough 

111uin clean in smoky tow ns; c. it was .already a 
1,ovourite tree in Greek and Roman c1t1es, intro
oluccd from Asia Minor; Alexander had his fa
mous dream under one (Pausanias 7, 5): d. the 
t ondon plane became popular in England in 
1hc 17th century; it is known as 'sycamore' .or 
'huLtonwood' in the U.S.; 2. connected with 
Ikra (the Great Goddess): a. its five-pointed 
il'avcs suggest the hands of the godde.ss; more
over Five is her number; b. regenera!Jon: v. I 
h. 3. it was also dedicated to Zeus and Diony
,us; it was sacred in Crete; 4. torches were made 

111 it by Heracles, when he fought the Hydra; 5 . 
11 was used to make crowns of its flowers and 
ll'avcs, and altars were decorated with it; 6. pro
tection: friendliness, charity; grass grows more 
luxuriously under it and it is the most receptive 
of any kind of graft; it has great curative pow
t•rs; 7. grandeur: magnificence, moral supenor1-
ty: they often grow in huge sizes over streams 
(e.g. Pausanias 4 , 34 ). 

who, at leaving, plants a shrub or vine ; it retai~s 
his soul and will wilt, if the hero dies on ~1s 
adventure; special cure of the plant may revive 
the hero; 4. "plan t of renown": ferllhty that 
will give Israel a good name: Ezc. 34, 29; 5. 
Elizabethan division into cold and hot plants : 
A. 'cold' plants: a. those blooming in the b~gin: 
ning of the year; b. annual pla_nts; B. hot 
plants: the others; 6. folklore : (hke many do
mestic animals) the plants have to be told of a 
death in the family, and have black crepe tied 
round them, or they will wither. 

planet 
1. they arc the watchmen of the s tars, per-

<;Qnifying aspects of the deities connected w1~h 
them; 2 . in general their influences arc evil: 
"then no planets str ike" (Ham. I , 1 ); 3. taken 
collectively, or individually, they are related to 
most meanings of the com plex number Seven: 
the heavens, directions of space, days of. the 
week, etc.: 4. in connection with the direc!Jons 
in space (v. also Compass) they fo rm :. a. a~ 
inner group: Sun, Moon, Mercury: the triangle, 
b. an outer group: Venus, M~rs,. Jupiter, 
Saturn : the square; 5. their spheres of influence 
(acc. to C. Agrippa): a. Mars: ~he ekments; b . 
Sun: metals; c . Venus: vegetative hfe; d. ~er
cury: 'elega ncy and consonancy of speech; 6. 
time-relations: a. Mars: year; b. Venus: month; 
c. Mercury: day; d. Sun: hour ; 7. Dante:. they 
are the various heavens in which a par ticular 
characteristic of the blessed 'placed' him; start
ing from the earth they are reached in this or
der: a. Moon - inconstancy; b. Mercury - am
bition: they are now eager fo r any new obJect 
of love· c. Venus - earthly love; d. Sun - pru
dence;~. Mars - fortit ude; f. Jupiter.- justice; 
g. Saturn - abstinence, contemplation, tem
perance. 
plant 

1. in general vegetative t.ife is connect~d 
with : a. deities of fertility (Osms, Adoms-Attls, 
Demeter); through totems man is often related 
with animals; b. the birth-life-death cycle , invo
lution-evolution, etc.; 2. aquatic plants often 
symbolize creation rising out of the pnm~rd1a l 
waters, cosmos rising from the lotus; 3. wither: 
ing plants: death: the external soul of a hero, 

plantain 
I. a herbaceous plant of the genus Plantago , 

some of its species being troublesome garden 
weeds· it has 7 (sacred) leaves; 2. morning: used 
in ma~y O.E. cha rms, in which it is said to 
'open eastward' (or, ope n from the ~ast); 3. vul
nerary: its leaves were applied to slight wounds 
on shin or head, for their cooling effect : "for 
your broken shin" : Rom. 1, 2 ; 4. Christian: the 
multitude seeking salvation. 

~- . I. symbol of containment: the female prin-
ciple, like Cup, Cauldron, Pot, Vessel, etc.; 2. 
sacr ifice. 
Pleiades 

I. the rising of the Pleiades announces the 
season of favo urable weather for navigation 
(May); one ancient ety m. (beside the name of 
their mother Pleione) was: Gr. ' plein' = to sail; 
2. they are connected with Orion: a. in one 
story the amorous Hunter Orion with his Dog 
pursued the Pleiades a nd their mother ; the 
whole group was translated to the sky; b. men
tioned together with Arcturus and "the cham
bers of the south" in Job (9, 9 ); and Job 38, 
31: "Can'st thou bind the sweet influences of 
Pleiades or loose the bands of Orion?"; v. also 
Amos 5', 8; 3. they are connected with doves: 
"You who go in the sky with the names as 
doves" (Greek lyric); 4. they rise in the time for 
the first harvesting (May) and set in the time of 
the new sowing (October); 5. they were rain
cloud nymphs; 6. as they are Seven, they share 
in most of its complex associa lions. 
plough . 

I. fer tili ty: union of the male plough with 
the female furrow; the o rgan for the 'hieros 
gamos' (the sacred marriage of Heaven and 
Earth) : a. (Samson) " If ye had not plowe~ wit~ 
my heifer, ye had not found out m:. nddle 
(Judg. 14, 18); b. in the street-ballad The Lit
t le Farm or The Weary Ploughman" a young 
man is dlrected by an amorous girl to her 'little 
farmhouse' that " lies in the valley between two 
poplar trees, Surrounded too with rushes I've 
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plover 

long kept in store ... ": c . symbol of abundance : 
"the day come, saith t he Lord, that the plow
man shall overtake the reaper": Amos (9, 13); 
d. often 'heated' as a symbol o f Lust; 2. man's 
mastery of the world (or the earthy side o f his 
unconscious); 3. used to mark the site of a city 
to be built : e.g. Vergil (Aen. 5, 755ff.); the 
goddess Gefion (with the help of a giant) 
ploughed Zeala nd, the island on which Copen
hagen is situated; 4. peace: melt plough to 
sword (and v.v.): from peace to war (e.g. Isa. 2, 
4; Micah 4, 3);Joel (3, 10): "beat your plough
shares into swords; and your prun inghooks (or, 
scythes) into spears"; 5. consecration; royal dig
nity: a king with his hand on a plough; when 
the plough is two-wheeled it usually has divine 
associations; 6. martyrdom: trial by fire by 
means of a heated ploughshare; 7. ploughman 
(Langland): the provider of society, obeyer of 
natural law, Chr ist, and the Christ ian comm uni
ty (v. Pierce Pl., pass. but esp. Bk 6). 
plover 

I. greed; 2. fo lklore: A. curative; B. d ivina
t ion: it pred icts whether a sick person will live 
or die; C. the Golden Plover: a. the souls of the 
Jews who crucified Jesus and are now doomed 
to wander fo r ever , lamenting the cr ime; b. it 
warns sheep of danger approaching ; c. it is a death
omen to hear: it is the Whistler (v. Seven, N). 
plum 

l. fe rtility: it ha s leaves and f ruit at the 
same t im e and lends itself well to cross-breed
ing; 2. the wild plum-tree is an Jndcpendence
emblem: it cannot be cut or transplanted, 
therefore it must be grafted on to a n apricot ; 3. 
its blossom: a. s pring; b. chastity, fidelity; 4. D. 
Thomas: unforbiddcn fruit (or, the fe male sex) : 
the opposite of the ' itch of man'. 
plume 

1. though a ll the a ncient helmets were 
plumed, or had horse-ta il ha ir, it is the ext rava
ga nt he lmet of Hector tha t is constantly men
tioned, and by w hich he is recognized in 
Homer's " Iliad"; 2. v. Serpent, Feather, etc. 
plummet 

1. righteousness: "righteousness to the 
plummet" : Isa. 28, 17; 2. justice, punishment: 
Amos saw the Lord standing on the wall , ho ld
ing a plumb line, which signified his destruction 
of Israel (7, 7f.); 3. the 'stones' of empt iness : 
Isa. 34 , I I. 
Pluto 

I. the 9th planet , discovered in 1930; it s ap
parent motion is I Y,0 a year; 2. elimination : it 
may have shown its destruc tive charac te r in 
WWI and WWII; 3. renewal, regeneration; 4. it 
influences: a. higher power and providence; in-
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visible forces or powers; b. t he will to exerc1sl' 
power, to influence the masses: propagandists 
and politicians; c. actors; 5. Zodiac correspond 
ence: Scorpio. 
pocket 

children's rhymes: there are e ndless varn1 
tions to rhymes (usually counting-out rhym es) 
about someone (e.g. a grenadier), or an animal 
(e.g. Pussy Cat) want ing to buy beer (or milk ), 
and when asked for money, the answer is " in 
my pocket" - "Where is your pocket?" - " I 
forgot it" - "Please, walk ou t". 
pointing 

folklore a. ill-omened: attention of some 
thing better avoided may thus be directed 10 
the person or t hing pointed at; moreover the 
effect of pointing is related to that of the Evil 
Eye: "point-control"; b. it is unlucky to po int 
at heavenly bodies or the rainbow: it is an af 
fro nt to the deities co nnected w ith them. 
poison 

l. cold or darkness, witl1 which: a. night or 
darkness and winter deities are put to sleep; b. 
light or summer-<leities are killed; 2 . sun-<leitics 
often carry poisonous swords (the scorching 
rays o f the sun) which are destructive (for the 
earth) or protective (by killing darkness or 
frost); 3. one of the na mes in alchemy for 
Prime Matter; 4. the typical way for a woman 
to kill he r husband (or have him killed). 
poison ivy 

I. a plant , nat ive of North America; its poi
sonous juice may affect persons who never even 
got near the plant; 2. ridicule, which also hurts 
w ithout actually 'touching'. 
Polar Star 

I . the t hrone o f the Supreme Deity, the 
Judge, the Unmoved Mover; 2. the great male; 
the guiding principle ; the idea l; 3. t he great 
hole, through which persons and things move 
beyond space and time; 4 . the eye of heaven; 5. 
the world-axis; 6. consta ncy; 7. Christian: epi
the t of Christ; 8. W. Blake: = Polar Barrier: the 
Northern Gates: t he barrier to the Northern 
Land of the Spirit (Urthona); 9 . D. Thomas: a. 
" kissing poles": extremes meet; b. "polestar 
ne ighbour": a. a guide; b. yet as far away from 
society as the poles: the estra nged poet; 10. v 
Corona Borealis. 
policeman 

psych.: the censorious moral super~go, the 
inhibiting forces of the pre-conscious. 
Polly 

typical name of a servant girl: e.g, v, Tea. 
polyp 

I. Pliny (9, 46 - 8): a . collector; b . sWittl 
ming towards a man's hand ; c. cruelty a nd cun-

poplar 

1111111 (as often, combined witl~ stupidity); 2. W: 
llluke: a. growth in the Sea o t Space and Time. 
tn.1to.:rialized thought; b. human society; c. Ore. 
pomegranate 

Granada, w ith the motto : "Sour, yet sweet": 
severity tempered with mercy; c. concord. 
truth, frankness (usually represented opened). 

pond 
I. corruption: "There are a sort of men 

t . general: a. the only fru it w hich worms do 

1111t corrupt; b. one of the most iu1cy fruns 
lnund in arid countries; c. its juice was some
tnncs mixed with wine (for taste and as a p~e
"·rv~1tive), or wine was made fro m it; d . llS 
rnots, when separated, twist together aga in ; e. 
unity in multiplic ity; f. it supplied a red d~e; 2. 
11 sprang from Dionysus' b lood: where it fell 
i hc plant sprang up (with an~mones and v10-
k l s), o r the fr uit sprang open hke a wound and 
•howcd red seeds; cf. T ammuz and R1mmon
Adonis (Hebr. 'rimmon' =pomegranate); 

whose visages Do c ream and mantle like a stand
ing pond": Mer. V. I , 1; th~ opposite o!: '.he 
clean stream (e.g. Mallarme: Le Gu1gnon ), 2 . 
w ife: (ta lking about a cuckold:) "his pond (has 
been) fished in by his next neighb.our". \~ilh 
the obvious sexual connotation of fish ; v. l· 1sh: 
3. reflex io n: v. also Pool. Water. 
pon iard 

3. fr uit of t he Great Goddess: the female 
princ iple, fertility; A. Hebrew: a. the ephod of 
the High-priest , the sides of the two pillars be
lore the Temple (with lilies on top), t he 'mol
ten sea', and the Holy of Holies (as the o nly 
truit ) were adorned with pomegranates; b . S?ul 
..at under t he tree, ready for bat tle (relation 
tcrtility-war deities): !Sam. 14, 2 and 22, 6; c. 
King Solomon had an enclosed garden (q .v.) of 
the trees: SoS 4 , 13; d. the temples of the girl 
rn the SoS arc like a piece of pomcgra nate_(per
haps red = healthy), but the sexual mcamng is 
clear in : " I would cause thee to drink o f spice~. 
wine of the juice of my pomegranate 
(8, 2); e. with figs and grapes they were th_e first 
fruit carried from Canaan by the spies as 
symbols of abundance (Num . 13, 2~ and 20, 5); 
B. Greek: a. in Hera's (and Persephone's) hand 

11 is a symbol of death and resur,rection; bu_t 
(cautious) Pausanias (2, 17) says the story is 
rather secret'; b. Kore-l'ersephone ate seven 
..eeds of a pomegranate in Tartarus, which pre
vented her comple te return to the upper world 
(e.g. Ovid: Metam. 5, 53?ff.); so it means dea th 
as well as underground te rtlht y-grow th and re
surrect io n; C. Christian: attribute o f the ferule 
Virgin; 4. sanctity: e.g. Rabbinical (v. I , a); the 
cphod of the Highpriest had pomegranates of 
blue purple and scarlet (like the rest of the 
gar~ents) at the hem, alternated with bells of 
gold (to scare off t he threshold-demons 'that he 
may not die'); . 

5. unity, concord: (v. I, e) : a. attnbute of 
Victory; b. Christian: symbol of the Church_ 
and God's gifts; 6. love: v. I, d ; emblem ol 
Sufficiency; it has brilliant flowers w it hout 
smell ; 7. (sometimes) the Tree of Knowledge; 8. 
her.: a. the pomegrana te following a Herald is 
the image of perfect kingdom_: its top is sur
rounded by r ising parts which resemble a 
crown; b. emblem of Henry IV , Moorish king of 

a typica lly base, secret weapon. 

pool 
1 . wisdom, cosmic know ledge; 2. corru~

tio n: "The gretin mant le of the standing pool : 
Lear 3 4· cf. Pond; 3. psych.: universal con
sc iousn~ss: 4. P. Valery: ("Narcissus":) the 
World; 5. v. Po11d, Wa1er. 

Popeye . t·· 
in children's rhymes h is remarkable teats 1g-

ure mainly in 'unprintable' rhymes . 

popinjay .. 
1. amusement, wantonness: ful of deli-

casye": (PoF 359); 2. "as merry as a popin
jay": Chaucer ("Shipman's Tale"); 3. v. Parrot. 

poplar 
1. general: a. a ll early references are to the 

White Poplar, since the Black Poplar was intro
duced to t he Mediterranean only later, and to 
Britain only in t he early 18th century; b. the 
dark-green and silver leaves have been ex
plained: on his way back from Tartarus Hera
cles wove himself a wreath of the black-leaved 
twigs, which turned white where they touched 
his sweat; or t he same happened after he killed 
the giant Cacus; it has a lso been suggested that 
at his return from Hades those next to l11S brow 
whitened to signify his tr iumph; 

2. sacred to the Great Goddess: A. death 
and resurrection: a. the tree was sacred to the 
death-goddess at Pegae on the Corinthian Gulf, 
and grew on Calypso's Island of the Blessed; b. 
Persephone had a grove in the far West (sun
down, death); also especially sacred to Demeter 
(Callimachus H6, 37ff.); c. poplars grew at the 
entrance of Hades, where Odysseus entered: fu
nereral; d. the Heliades, lamenting the death of 
their brother Phaeton, were changed into po
lars: Ovid (Metam. 2 , 345ff.); their tears be
came amber ('elektron') because the sun , t he 
Bright one ('elektOr') is rela~ed to ~hem; e. 
Dryope, ravished by Apollo m torto1se-for_m, 
was changed into a poplar (or Lotus, accordmg 
to Ovid) ; f. \ he nightingale mourns_ the death of 
her nestlings in the poplar : Verg1I (Georg. 4, 
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poppy 

511 ); B. love: Venus and Adon is were reclined 
lovingly under a poplar tree, when she told him 
the story of Atalanta: Ovid (Metam. 10, 555); 
Paris carved his oath of eternal love fo r Oenone 
on a poplar bark: Ovid (Her. 5); C. war, cour
age, and wisdo m: a. sacred to Athene: Homer 
(Od. 6, 292); b. material for shields; D. magic: 
twigs of poplar (and hazel) were used by Jacob 
in his magic to get mottled catt le: Gen. 30, 37; 
E. ora cular: v. llosca 4, 13; 3. o ld age, Time: in 
the Celtic tree-alphabet it stands for the letter 
E, correspo nding with the Autumnal eq uinox; 
4 . victory: in the boat-race in Vergil (Aen. 5, 
134) the crew crown themselves with poplar 
leaves; v. also I , b; 

5. Christ ian: o ne of the many trees sup
posed to have been the wood of the Cross; 6. 
her. a. a no urishing family; b. firm fa ith (with
stands storms); c. aspirat ion ; d . emblem of 
Lombardy; 7. astral.: related to Sat urn. 
poppy 

J. fertility: a . Kore picked them from 
among the corn, when Hades carried her off; or , 
Demeter invented them ('mekon') at Mckone 
(Pausanias 2, I 0 ); v. also C'a llimachus (H6, 
44ff.); b. sacred to Aphrodite; c. it conta ins 
many seeds: 'fccunda papavera'; d. sacred to 
Artem is: "Of men, the chaste adore me, hang
ing crowns of poppies red to black ness, bell and 
ste m, Upon my image of Athenai here" : R. 
Browning ("Artemis Prologizes"); as a symbol 
of chastity: an anti-aphrodisiac; 2. soporific: a. 
Somnus gave the poppy to Demeter to make 
her sleep, and after she had rested the com 
grew aga in ; b. from the bottom of the Cave of 
Sleep, near the land of the Cimmerians, n ows 
the river Lethe (forgetfulness) and there pop
pies grow: Ovid (Metam. 11 , 605); c. emblem 
of Lethargy; it may denote indifference and ig
norance but is also e mblem of Cunning; 3. con
solation (brought by sleep and forgetfulness); 
carved in church-pews it d enotes heavenly 
sleep; its scarlet colour also suggests resurrec
t ion; 4 . autumn and intoxicatio n: J . Keats 
(" Ode to Autumn"); 5. evanescent pleasure: 
intoxica tion; and aphrodisiac, drunk by Venus 
at her wedd ing, and advised to drink on April I 
(Ovid : £'a st i 4 , 151 ff.); 6. a cosmetic: pounded 
with cool water: Ovid (De Med. Fae. 99f.); 7. 
it wa s given, with wine and honey, to athletes 
training for the Olympic Games; 8. folklore: a. 
unlucky: it is da ngerous to bring poppy into 
the house; b. remembrance: worn on Armistice 
Day to commemorate the devastating fields o f 
Flanders in WWI ('lest we forget ' ). 
porcupine 

I. the comm on 16th- 17th cent. form: ' por-
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pentine'; 2. blind anger: "the fretful porpr n 
tine": Ham. I , 5; 3. the nam e of a court esa n\ 
inn in Err.; there was a brothel of that nam e 111 
London then; ref. I , 2 and 3, I; 4. v. Boar. 
porpoise 

I . as the Greeks d id not distinguish bctwcrn 
porpoise and Dolphin, v. also the latter; 2. 1t ' 
dark exterior (' Pelops' ='dark-eyed', or 'dusky 
faced') and white shoulder make it sacred lo 
the priestesses of earth a nd mother-goddes,l'' 
(Demeter ate Pclops' shoulder-blade); 3 . lust ; v 
Do lphin; 4. presages storm: "said not I "' 
much, when I saw the porpoise, how hl' 
bounced and tum bled'? They say they're hall 
fish, half nesh; a plague on them, they ne'er 
co me but I look to be washed !": Per. 2, I ; 5 
for the combi nation with petrel (T.S. Eliot): v. 
there. 
porridge 

"comfort like co ld porr idge" (Temp. 2, I ) 
porridge contained peas, with a pun o n peace. 
porringer 

proverbially hard word to find a rhyme for; 
it was solved by an old Jacobite song: "What 1s 
the rhyme fo r po rringer (2x), The King he had 
a daughter fair And gave the Prince of Orange 
her". 
porter 

I . Heavens porter : Heracles' immortal par t 
as sun-hero: the door of the year stands widest 
a t midsummer; yet v. also Janus, Door. Gate, 
e tc.; 2. l/ell-porl er: the porter in Mac., stressing 
the fact that Macbeth's castle had become llell. 
pot 

I. body-moisture: milk, saliva, sem en, tears, 
and urine and blood; 2. rain, fertilit y; 3. the 
pr imeval deep, the great mother, Nature's inex
haust ible womb; 4. punishment: put the pot on 
the fire so that its 'filthiness' may be 'molten in 
it': Jerusalem (Eze. 24 , 3ff.); 5. related to eyes: 
" But there was a more temperate fire under the 
pot of her eyes": T roil. I , 2; 6. a 'seething pot' : 
coming disaster: invasion in Israel: Jer. I , 13; 7. 
symbolized by U (q.v.); 8. emblem of Aquarius; 
v. Water ; 9. the world-pot as the mother-pot: a. 
the cauldron (q.v.) of rebirth and ferti lity-riches; 
b. the underworld; c . rejuvenation. 
potato 

I . poverty; 2. benefice ; 3. aphrodisiac: Ther
sites described 'Luxury' (= lust) as having a 'fat 
rump' and a 'potato-finger' (Troil. 5 , 2) = a 
finger exciting lust, because the Spanish or 
sweet potato is an aphrodisiac ; 4. J. Joyce: 
Bloom ("Ulysses") carries one in his pocket: a . 
root and seed at the same time: fertil ity; b. 
symbol of Ireland; 5. folklore: talisman: a new 
potato, carried about in the pocket until it has 

primrose 

111 i 11l'd black and is as hard as wood (cf. Coal). 

ix111herd 
1. used in the O.T. 10: a. take water out of 

1111• p11: b. take fire from the hear th ; c. fob 
, 1,1ped his bo ils wit h a potsherd (2, 8); Pliny 

t 1~. 46) mentions a similar use: 2. dryness: 
·~ 1 y strength is dr ied up like a. po~s_hcrd": Ps; 
• ' · 15; 3. a potsherd covered w1_th s1lve~ dross 
t ena melled?): thus arc 'burning ltps and a 
"irked heart: Prov. 26 , 23 ; 4 . potsherds. tlmts. 

various fo rms o f agr iculture and cattle-breeding, 
but his phallic am ulct protects people m any 
hazardous job, e.g. hunters, fi shermen, etc.: 
moreover it wards off the evil eye: 6. IHS statue 
(with his sickle) protects_ gardens, vi_neyards. 
etc. aga inst th ieves: fro m his axe-hewn image of 
figwood or willow protrudes an erect, re~~ 
pa inted phallus: 7. his sacred animals are asses 
and geese. 

,11111 pebbles must be thrown on suicides; an cx
"'(ll ion was made for Ophelia: I-lam. 5, I. 
~t~r . 

1. crcator-<leity, the master of matter (hke 
1hc Blacksmith); e.g. Jcr. 18, 2- 6; 2 . connected 
with the cave (and so with the womb); 3. pot
ll' r's clay: man; v. ('lay: 4. potter's field: 
bought by the priests with Judas' m~ney (e.g. 
M.it th . 27, 6ff.): Akeldarnah ; accordmg to tra~ 
ilotion it Jay in the south of . the valley ol 
(lumom, which was first used fo r burnmg the 
l!r~t born (v. Sacrifice) and later as a (ever-burn
ing) garbage-dump (which may ha.ve ~clpcd t~ 
lorm an idea of Hell); 11 1s called the potters 
I icld, and must have been well-know n; It also 
,crved as a cemetery for strangers, paupers. and 
crimina ls; 5. potter's vessel: frailty: "thou,;halt 
dash them in p ieces like a po t ter's vessel : Ps. 

2, 9 (with a 'rod of iron') and the Lord shall break_ 
Israel like a potter's vessel: Isa. 30, . 14, 
6. potter's wheel: a. "my though ts ~re whuled 
like a potter's wheel" : I H6 I, 5 (wtth a proba
ble ref. to Jer. 18); b. the wheel of \he heavens, 
driven by the 'anima mundi' (psych .: the un
conscious). with the Pole as its hub; v. Wheel. 

precipice . . 
J. suggestive of a Fall from a Height; 2. Lat.. 

euphemism for vulva. 
prepuce 

I. v. Lilith for: bride = prepuce to the ser-
pent demon ; 2. J. Joyce: collector of prepuces: 
Yahweh; 3. v. Circumcision 
press (wine-, etc.) . 

1. passion: in various senses: 2. the wrath ol 
God: e .g. Rev. 14 , 19 and 19. I S;v.alsoWme
prcss; 3. emblem of Autumn, harvest. 
Priapus 

1. male fruitfulness of Nature; 2 . he has a 
grotesquely ugly body with an enormous, erect 
phallus; 3. he is variously _connected (through 
parenthood) with Aphrodite, Hermes, D1onY·· 
sus, etc., but at first was said to be the son of 
Dionysus and Aphrodite; in any case he _is (an
other) abandoned child ; he beca me an impor
tant god o nly in Alexandrian _t imes: 4 . so~1e
times he is a warlike god (ltkc all ferttltty
deities); 5. he is first of all the protector ot the 

~~ . 
1. co nscience: "Leave her to heaven And _ 1v 

those thorns tha t in her bosom lodge. To prick 
a nd sting her": Ham. I, 5; 2. remembrance: "la 
puntura della rimem branza": Dante (Purg. 12, 
20); 3. v. Thorn and Sting. 
priest • , _ 

1. e1ym.: a contracted form o_f presbyt;r A

'elder'; later the Jewish translations ol ,kohen 
(orig. 'soothsayer'): ' hiereus', _'sacerdos were 
used to stress the divinatory, ri tual and sacrifi
cial ;spects; 2. most religions add magic (heal
ing, etc.) to these functions. o_nce his JOb .had 
become separated from that ot local god .ind 
military leader: 3. another funct ion develo~ccl: 
from guardian of the Temple (and 11s sacrificial 
and tr ibutary treasure) to the 'lawyer': _knowing 
and expla ining the gradually mcreastng com
plexities of the Law; 4 . the priest-type (?f those 
not belonging to the Chosen) was Melch1scdech, 
king and priest, whose elementary functton , 
however, was sacrifice; 5. Hebr .: the tribe from 
whom the priests were taken was that of Levi; 
they arc the descend ants of Aaron, except for 
the obscure Zadok, who may have _been a pre
Israelite priest of the Holy Place ol Jerusalem, 
which David took over; Zadok's sons were _the 
favo urites of Ezekiel (e.g. 44, 15 ); 6 . cxccuuon
er murderer: "Say but the word and I will be 
h i~ pr iest": 2H6 3. 1; cf. Kyd's "SpanishTrage
dy" 3. 3, etc.; the pr iest seen as performing the 
last 'service' . 
prime matter . 

I. the first element of creation: 2. the ele
ment wi th which the Alchemist begms his Great 
Work ; there arc numerous names: 3. psy ch. : as
socia ted with the unconscious. 
primrose . .. . . • 

I. general: a. as 11 has 1·1vc petals II 1s con-
nected witl' the Great Goddess (and, through 
he r later w ith witches and fairies); b. yo~ng. 
maldens who die of ch lorosis, the 'green-sick
ness', anaemia, become primroses after death 
(because of their pale-gre_e~ col?ur_); 2. he!~ld 
of Spring: a . 'primula vens and pnma rosa , b. 
youth, innocence; c. in legend the nower i_s 
often the key to open treasure. caves, et~". 
(spring-fertility); cf. Dutch name: key-tlower , 
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primum mobi le 

3. dea th : a. Shakespeare connects it with tears 
pearls, dew, death: " I would be blind with 
weeping, sick with groans, Look pale as prim
rose with blood-drinking sighs": 2H6 3. 2; a lso 
MND l , I ; Cym. 4 , 2; Wint. 4 , 4; b. in R. Her
rick's ''The Mad Maid's Song" she says good
morrow to the day, her torn hair, and this prim
rose, and "each maid, That will with flowers the 
tomb bestrew Wherein m y love is laid"; 4 . da l
liance. inconsta ncy (but with death never far 
behind): A. Sha kespea re: a. "the primrose path 
of dalliance": Ham. l , 3;cf. the Porter in Mac.: 
"the primrose path to the everlasting bonfire"; 
b. "Witness th is primrose bed whereon I lie": 
Ven. 15 1 (apparently said on purpose fo r in 
125 she had said: "These blue-veined violets 
whereon we lea n"); B. in ballads: a . "there were 
three ladies played at the ba'. .. By came a 
knight and wooed them a' As primrose spread 
so sweetly" ("The Cruel Brother'' ) ; b . "The 
Gardener" stands in his bower-door, "With a 
prim rose in his hand. And by there came a lea! 
(= true) maiden, As jimp (= slender) as a wil
low-wand"; he then asks he r to be his wife· 

5. co nstancy: "the primrose true": Sp~nser 
("Prothalamion"); 6. her.: stylized as a qua tre
foi l ; 7. astrol.: a. Zodiac: governs Aquarius; b. 
Planet : re lated to the Moon. 
primum mobile 

Ptolemy: the prim e mover is the outer 
sphere, containing the da ily revolving ' fixed ' 
stars, whereas the o the r 8 or 9 spheres inside it. 
conta ining the (moving) planets, get their mo
tive power from this o uter sphere, which is the 
boundary of crea tio n : beyo nd it is the 'empy
rean', the thro ne of the deity. 
prince 

a prince rescuing a princess: a. Co njunc tion ; 
b. the young sun(king) free ing (or awakening) 
the maid o f Oawn or Spring; c . the awakening 
of sexuali ty in a girl. 
prison 

I. c rim e, confinement, Hell (e.g. Ham. J , 5); 
2. sun-gods and heroes are usually impriso ned 
fo r some time : by night or winter-gods; or the 
eq uivalen t of Descent inio the Underworld; 3. 
the world : " A goodly one, in which there arc 
many confines, wards and dungeons": Ham. 2. 
2; 4 . v. Cage. 
privet 

I. an evergreen shrub, mostly used for 
hedges, q.v. ; 2. prohibition ; 3. its snow-white 
leaves are compared to the human skin in Ovid 
(Metam. 13, 789). 
prostitution 

l . religious prostitution was a general Near 
Eastern pract ice (e.g. Herodorus I , J 99); in the 
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Bible we S<.t. tue fo llowing examples; a . Sisera \ 
mother (Judg. 5. 28) and Michal watch1n~ 
David dancing (2Sam. 6, I 6ff.) may have been 
such hicrodules ('temple-slaves'); Eli 's son. 
probably lay with those women (!Sam. 2, 22). 
v. Window; b. Isa. 8, 3: " I went unto the proph 
e tess; and she conceived and bare a son. Then 
said the Lord to me, call his name Mahershalal 
hash baz"; c. in the Apocryphal letter from Jcrl' 
miah to the Captives we read that the women 
with 'cords' (or 'sna res', or 'knots') sat in 1111· 
ways, burning olive stones (or bran); and when 
anyone of them , drawn away by some passe nger 
"lieth with him, she upbraideth her neighbou1 , 
that she was no t thought as worthy as herself, nor 
he r cord broken" (Baruch 6, 42 - 3); the curiou~ 
female "nabis" in Ezc. 13, 18 - 21 may hav1• 
been of the same kind : again 'bows ' are men 
tioned (or knots, instead of 'pillows' of A.V.) 
and veils on the ir heads (also a sign of pros· 
titution among the Israelites: v. Tamar): yet 
they also resemble priestesses o f a barley 
goddess; compare, however, Eze. 16 , 24 where 
the 'eminent places' may have been the booth \ 
of the Ishtar prostitutes; d. cult-prostitution 
was also committed on the hills: e.g. Eze. 20: 
the ' high place' is ca lled Bamah, which proba
bly means " where people c.:ome to (in order to 
copulate)"; e. the same word (qedesah) for har
lot is used in Gen. 38, 21f. for Tamar, a s in 
Hos. 4 , 14, where men are accused o f "separat
ing themselves" w ith whores and harlots (also 
I-los. 9, 10); f. Nahum 2 , 7: in the description 
of the conq uest of Nineveh he refers to an Ish
tar priestess and her servants, beginning: "His 
mistress sha ll be led away and exiled"; g. "Suc
coth-Benoth" means " huts of the daughters" 
and may refer to an Assyrian deity brought 
over by the Samarians: a. Sarpanitu (Marduk's 
wife) ; b. Siccuth Nin-Urta, another name fo r 
Ishtar ; t he booths may refer to their 'temples' 
of sacred prostitution; 2. in genera l sacred pros
t itution is a promotion of fer tility through 
ho moeopathic magic; v. also Ha ir, and Harlot. 
prune 

stewed prunes were 'served' in Elizabethan 
brothels (e.g. ref. in Meas. 2, I), but since it was 
not permitted lo serve food there, the nam e 
was understood to refer to the women in ser
vice t here; this may have originated in stewed 
prunes being ca ten as a preventive against vene
real diseases; next they became the trade win
dow-s ign of the bawds, and later (also because 
of the double meaning of 'stew' and 'prunes' 
for the act and articles desired) the prostitute 
herself was called so. 

p1unlng·hook 
t. peace: pruning-hooks being made in to 

, pears is a change from peace to war in Isa. 2, 4; 
V1•rg1l ha s them forged into swords in t he same 
meaning (Georg. I, 508); 2. attribute of 
l'o mona: Ovid (Metam. 14, 628). 
pultery 

an ancient stringed instrument played by the 
1·1·static " nabis" ('prophets') : e.g. !Sam. I 0, 5. 
psychopomp 

the gods or animals who conducted the souls 
111 the dead (heroes) to the Isla nd of the 
llh:sscd, or the Northern Heaven; the bcst-
1.no wn psycho po mps were: A nu bis, I-I er mes, 
do!(s, geese, dolphins (q .v. ). 
pulse 

I . its beat registers (also) irregularities of the 
mind: " My pulse, as yours, doth temperately 
keep time, And makes as healthful music: it is 
no t madness That I have ut tered": Ham. 3, 4 ; 
2. time: "she saw Time like a pulse shake fierce 
I hro ugh all the Worlds": D.G. Rossetti ("The 
Blessed Damozel"); cf. the proverb: "There 
needs a long t ime to know the world's pulse". 
pumpkin 

I. symbol of the two worlds: the earth and 
the celestia l world; 2. autum n, harvest: (US) 
the traditional food on Thanksgiving Day is 
pumpkin pie; 3. femi nine (a symbol of con
tainment): a. Cinderella's fai ry godmother 
changed a pumpkin into a coach (another 
symbol of containment); b. it figures promi
nently in context with women in nursery
rhymes: a. a woman dies of eat ing.half a pump
kin; b. " Pe te r, Peter, pumpkin eater, Had a wife 
and couldn't keep her. He put her in a pumpkin 
shell And there he kept her very well"; c. re
lated to witch es: they are connected with I-la l• 
lowe'en; however, it is a t the same time a charm 
to aver t evil spirits; 4 . astrol.: related to the 
Moon. 
Punch and Judy 

I . t he final Anglicized product of the long 
tradition of Ita lian hump-backed 'clowns' (per
haps going back lo the Artellan farce); an ant i
hero 'killing' (or, overcoming) the learned 
(Doctor), the brute (his dog Toby}, his wife and 
child (both rem iniscences of the sun-hero's 
themes of desertion and 'madness'); he even 
overcomes Death ( the Hangman) and the Devil ; 
his phallic cap and hunchback connect him 
with the grotesque underground forgers of fer
t ility (types: Hephaestos, Wiela nd); 2. conta
gious humour and common-sensical cunning 
overcom ing all obstacles of life and death. 
puppet 

I. fo r general symbolism v. Doll and Image; 

purple 

2. man as a playt hing of the gods or fate: 
God's "puppets, best and worst, Are we": R. 
Browning (Song from "Pippa Passes"). 
purgative 

also keeps off evil spirits or ghosts, or drives 
them out of a body they possess. 
purification 

I. is needed: e.g. a. to exorcise the evil spir· 
its in man, e.g. at birth; b. at the return from a 
journey to an unclean land; often with an imita
t ion-birth rite: bath and shaving; c . after man
slaughter; to allay the vengeful ghost , o r restore 
t he ba la nce of Them is (cosmic Law and Order) ; 
this fo rm o f purification may even be requ ired 
of an immor ta l , e .g. Apollodorus (2, 3, I) ; d . a t 
the breaking of any tabu, on purpose, or un
wit t ingly; until things have been righ ted th~ 
breach remains a threat to th e w hole communi
ty; e. a woma n after giving bir th ; f. fields after 
an inundat ion , e tc.; 2. symbols : a. passing 
through fire (q.v.), burnt offerings; b. hysso p 
and water; c. emetics a nd purgatives; c ircumci
sion (or other mutilations), fasti ng, confession; 

d. the number 8 (q.v.). 
purple (colour) 

I. a very o ld colour: got from the murex 
shell; 2. t he colour of the gods. priests, and 
religion: A. Hebrew: a. cult-objects (e.g. Urim 
and Thumm im), the veil of t he T abernacle, the 
clothes of the High-priest; b. idols: Jer. 10, 9;B. 
Greek: used on the robes and vestments of the 
Mysteries; Hera is 'purple-zoned'; Dionysus had 
a purple robe ( llomeric Hymn to D.) ; C. Chns
t ian: a . emblem of God the Father; b. garments 
of the bishop; D. German: concentration-camp 
badge fo r those who opposed the R eich on reli
gio us grounds: clergyme n, Jehova's ·vitnesses, 
e tc.; 3. imperial or roy al colour (d ivine right), 
ar istocracy: A. Hebrew: a. Solomon's chariot ; 
b. Jonathan wa s dressed in purple by Alexander 
to show he was among the greatest in the land : 
e .g. !Maccabees 10, 62ff.; c. as a symbol of im
perial dignity it was a lso given (with scarlet) to 
the Great Whore of Babylon (the Roman Em
pire, e tc.); B. Greece: generally denotes ex
t reme luxury in clothing; C. Rome: a. Cleopa
tra ' s barge had purple sails (with a gold poop 
and silver oars) : Ant. 2, 2; b. plebeians were not 
allowed to wear that colour;4. death, mourning, 
spiritualizatio11 , or violence: A. G reek: a. "pur
ple death fe ll over him" : e.g. Homer (II. 5, 83); 
b. with purple s igns on a w hite background 
Philomela let her sister know she had been 
raped by Tereus (e.g. Ovid: Metam. 6, 577ff.); 
B. Rome: purple robes were " the customary 
dress" in funeral rites (e.g. Vergil: Aen. 6 , 22 1) ; 
C. C hristian: a. the colour of martyrs, and for 
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purple 

f.criods of fasting, abstinence, anti mourning; b. 

3
'.he purple testam ent of bleeding war": R2 3, 

5. lo11e: A. Graeco-Roman: a. Circe's bed 
had a purple coverlet; b. beside his saffron
co lo ured vest Eros also wears a purple mantle · 
a lso Aphrodite wears a "purple kerchief'; 
around her head: perhaps a votive offering (e.g. 
Sappho); c. "golden-eyed Eros hit me with a 
purple ball" (Anacreon): d. in another Greek 
lyric the colour o f the lips of a maiden· e. " Pur
pureus:·--.Amor": Ovid (De Arte Am. ' 1, 232); 
B. Christian: a. v. Wedding (-dress); b. the flow
er Lo~e-m-ldleness is "purple with Jove's 
wound ; 6. 1ust1ce, wisdom, k11owledxe; 7. wa
ter, .espec1a lly the colour of the sea ('porphu
reas ); cf. Homer's "wine-coloured sea"; 8. lier. 
(the_ fifth colou r, add_ed later): a. dign ity , justice, 
rule, b. tempera nce in_ plen ty; c. rela ted to the 
amethyst; 9. astrol.: related with Jupiter. 
pu~~le (nowcr) 

long purples That liberal shepherd, give a 
gros~er . name, But our cold maids do tle<1d 
mens fmgers call them" (Ham. 4, 7): 'orchis 
mascula' (= test icles), v. Orchid. 
purse 

I. fi nance, with a tendency to e ither avarice 
or philanthropy; 2. emblem of: a. banker mer: 
c_hant, almoner, pilgrim; b. Hermes, Pria~us; c. 
T·ortunatus; d. St. Judas, Mat thew, and Nicho
las; 3. lier.: a. liberal blessing· b. treasurer· 4 v 
Staff ' ' .. 

Puss in Boots 
I . the Moon-cat marries the Sun-Prince, who 

has been found naked in a st ream (morning
beams): 2. psych.: an erotic stimulus (seeing the 
boy swimming naked) sends ever greater riches 
of sexua l delight to the daughter 'Of the king, 
until they fea.st .m what (to the virgin 's or iginal 
fea r of deflora11on) looks like a n ogre's castle 
putrefaction · 

. · 1: the seco nd stage in the alchem ica l opera
tion. separation of the remains destroyed in the 
first stage of calcination: 2. destruction o f men-
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ta l impediment s to evo lution; 3. rebirth after 
death; 4. astro/. : related to Pisces ; 5. emblems 
blacJ< crows, skeletons, sk ull, etc. 
Pygmalion 

I. Aphrodi.te (as Godd ess of f'ertilit y) 
breathmg sprmg-life into the cold, dead earth , 
2· psych.:. a person's petri[ied feelings which 
come .10 hie and warm th within; cf. also J>rin Cl' 
(rescui ng a Princess). 
pyramid 

I . male and female, androgy ne (fert ility): A 
related to the male princ iple of fire: a. Plu
tarch: the most primitive fo rm of worship ot 
the Creator ; b. the sacred mountain ; connection 
with heave n; c. sun-emblem;attribute of Glory; 
B. rela ted to the Great Goddess of Earth: a. 
Plutarch : the fir st of all fo rms; b. material 
space, fumness, stability: the sq u~re base = 
cart~; the. apex _= the Centre (beginning and 
end ), t.he tow-r triangles of the sides: fi re, divine 
revelation, the threefold principle of creation · 
c. death a nd immortalit y, princely glory; later' 
as tomb If ensured immortality ; 2. the Mystic 
Centre, ompha los (v. Navel); 3. time: "No l 
Time, tho u shalt not boast that 1 do change. 
Th y pyramids ... T o me are· nothing novel":' 
Sonn. 123; 4. hur.1an life· 

5. n:1Ys tic : the measur~ments of the Egyptian 
py ramids correspond with all astrologica l data; 
their secre ts were translated into the Tarot
pack; 6. D. Thomas: a. sun a nd aspiration to it · 
b. t he 4 triangular faces: female; whereas th; 
apex: male; together the typical wom b-tomb 
for ? poet writmg an embryonic poem; c. union 
of time and eternity; d . keeper of the dead for 
reb uth; 7. v. Triangle. 
Pyramis and Thisbe 

I . their tragedy turned the fruit o f the m ul
berry . (q.v.) fro m wh ite to black; fo r the story: 
v. ~v1d (Metam. 4, 55ff.); 2. medieva l int erpre
tat io n: Pyramus = Christ ; Thisbe = the human 
soul , redee med by Christ; the lion = the Devil -
the wa ll separating them =original sin. ' 

u 
I . I lebr. 'qor (back of the head); Egyptian 

hll'r.: 'angle'; t here is no Celtic eq uiva lent (the 
" 'me as CC); 2. symbolizes: a. world-axis and 
n•volving universe; b. phallus and vulva, fertili 
ty, happiness; c. the great Question; d. queen; 
I. correspondences: a. body: digest ive organs; 
II. astrol. : Aries and Mercury; c. Tarot: the 
Star(s). 
quadriga 

I . inven ted by Erichthonius, half earth, half 
wind-god, who had thousands of horses: he was 
dosely connected with Athena: the four winds; 
2. (Cicero:) allribute of Athena (on whose hel-
111 et the quadriga is often found), engendered 
hy J upiter and the Nymph Cory phe, daught er 
of Ocean (= Arcadian Cor ia); 3. several ancient 
medals have a quadriga of elephants; 4. v. num
ber Four for the elements. 
quail 

1. sacred to the Grea t Goddess: A. resurrec
tion: a. the earl iest bird in Spring, whose arrival 
often coincided with the (old) New Year: 
March; b. lolaus revived lleracles ,by ho ld ing a 
quail to his nostrils; B. lasciviousness: a. ero tic 
quail-orgies were celebrated in Spring for the 
goddess; b. an aphrod isiac : red meat; yet to be 
avoided since they feed on poisonous berries: c. 
= a loose woman: Agamemnon is 'one that 
loves qua ils' (Troil. 5, I); d. Zeus coupled with 
Leto as two qua ils; Asteria took a quail disguise 
to escape Zeus' a tten t ions: C. fert ility: on Orty
gia ('q uail-island'), an old name for Delos, Leto 
gave birth to Apollo and Artemis; 2. pugnacity: 
apart from cock-fights there were also qua il
fights (e.g. in Athens) : two quai ls were placed 
in a hoop; the o ne who was forced outside the 
ring had lost; qua ils always quarrel, perhaps be
cause they live so long (Ovid: Amores 2, 6, 
27f.); 3. attribu te of MaJjgnity: they are the 
only animals liable lo epilepsy , so we must spit 
at them to avo id the disease (Pliny I 0, 33): 
moreover they trouble the water so that other 
animals ca nnot drink; 4. sacred to Melkarth: 
therefore the Jews were struck with blight in 
the desert, when they a te the tabu quail (e.g. 
Ex. 16; Num. 11, 31 ff.); 5. 'sweet-voiced' ac
cording to some Greek lyr ic poe ts: 6. the me-

dieval interpretation of the eating of quail in 
the desert: a type of the Eucharist (hardly ap
propriate, seeing the disastrous result). 
quarter days 

I. the days arc: A. winter-solstice: a. Yule
tide: rebirth, return of light; b. in England: 
Christmas: December 25; c. in Scotland: Can
d lcmas: February 2; B. spring-equinox: a. re
joicing: growth; b. in England : Lady Day: 
March 25; c. in Scotland: Whitsunday: May 15; 
C. midsummer: a. bonfires: maturity and first 
fruits; b. in England: St. J ohn's Eve: June 24 ; c. 
in Scotland: Lammas: August I; D. autunin
eq uinox: a. harvest-festivities, and (ancesto r) 
mourning-rites to promo te rebirth; b. in Eng
land: Michaelmas: September 29; c. in Scot
land: Mar t inmas: November 11; 2. rent-da ys 
and the days on which lands were entered upon 
or qu itted; 3. the eves were important witches' 
sabbaths; 4. v. ind ividual names and Seasons. 
quartz 

I. integri ty; 2. Rose quartz: a. remembrance 
in prayer; b. virtue: it enhances charms, both 
inner and ou ter beauty;· c. astrol. : related to 
Taurus; 3. Smoky quartz: astrol. : related to 
Libra. 
queen of heaven 

I. fer tility and moon-goddesses: a. Egypt: 
Isis; b. Near East: J eremiah constantly fulmi
na tes against the adorat ion of the Queen of 
Heaven (Ba'alat, Ishtar, Anal), to whom round 
(moon)cakes were offered , incense burnt, and 
drink offerings poured out (e.g. 7, 18; 44, 
17- 19); c. Graeco-Roman: the triple goddess: 
e.g. llera - Juno, or Aphrodite- Venus, or Arte
m is- Diana (v. Great Goddess); d. Christian: the 
Virgin Mary, standing on the ·crescen!, clothed 
in the Sun, and crowned with the 12 stars of 
Assum ption; 2 . as star-goddesses (especially . in 
the Near East): a. the morning-star as goddess 
of war; b. the evening-star as goddess of love. 
qu een (Taro t-deck) 

the soul. 
quest 

a search made fo r var ious reasons: A. to re
gain fe rtility: a. the Quester must find the 
(sick) King, who will recover when the r ight 
question is posed (cf. find ing the right answer 
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quick~ilver 

to a Riddle, q.v.); it will bring back fertility to a 
land (e.g. v. Fisher King): the 'opening' of the 
fruit , of the earth, the release of fertile waters, 
etc.; also cf. the undoing of a Knot; b. by res
cuing the dawn or spring fertility maiden (v. 
Prince); B. to seek the Mystic Centre, the Tree 
of Life, the Grail, the Fountain (or Cauldron) 
of Youth and Inspiration: to find regeneration 
(or, immortality) either for himself or his coun
try; C. to find (or rescue) a mate, and thus, by 
Conjunction, regain (or ensure continuation of) 
fertility; D. as a test of manhood, of his being 
able of becoming a full man, or king, and thus 
to promote fertility by homoeopathic magic 
(cf. initiation). 
quicksilver 

1. speed; 2. adaptability, inconstancy, un
certainty: a fluid metal; it corrupts everything 
except gold , which it draws to itself; 3. asso
ciated with Mercury (q.v.); 4. a/ch.: one of the 
names of Prime Matter; v. also Alchemy and 
Serpent. 
quince 

1. it shares much of the symbolism of Apple 
in hotter countries; it is often mentioned in 
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combination with apple, e.g. "And apples of 
ten thousand tribes, And quick, peculiar 
quince": Chr. Smart ("A Song to David") ; 2. 
erotic, fruitful : a. sacred to Aphrodite; b. a 
bride must eat it: Plutarch (Advice on Mar· 
riage); c. with leaves of myrtle, garla nds ol 
roses, and twisted wreaths of violets, it formed 
a marriage-attribute, e.g. of Helen and Mene· 
Jaus; d. dates and quinces were used for the 
wedding-pastry: Rom. 4, 2; e. attribute of Mar
riage; 3. sometimes the Tree of Good and Evil : 
a. temptation; b. disappointment, scornful 
beauty; c. Christian : attribu te of Christ; 4. Cel
tic: connected with the month of August 
September (and the letter CC or Q); 5. astral.: 
related to Saturn. 
quiver (of arrows) 

I .-deity implement: holder of fire (sun-rays) 
and lightning; or the arrows of Desire; 2. vulva : 
Jes. BenShir. (26, 15) about an intractable 
daughter: she "will drink of every water near 
her, and will sit down by every hedge, and open 
her quiver against every arrow"; 3. phallus: con
taining the shooting semen ; 4. symbol of Inver
sion, q.v. 

R 
I . Hebr. 'resh' (= head); Egyptian hier.: 

'mouth'; Celtic: elder (or, myrtle); A.S.: coun
'cl ; 2. symbolizes: a. rapidity; b. Christian: Rex 
(king) Jesus; regeneration; c. rogue: as a brand; 
3. correspondences: a. season: the 13th month, 
beginning on November 25 (v. Calendar); b. as
trol.: Aquarius and Venus; c. body: heart; d. 
Tarot: the Moon. 
rabbit 

l. fertility , fecundity (cf. Hare): a. as a bur
rower, it is connected with the underworld (fer
tility); b. spring-renewal, resurrection: in the 
US it has replaced the Easter Hare; c. uninhibit
ed (but often immature) sexuality; d. in street
ballads: female (genitals); e. often a witches' 
familiar; 2. speed; 3. witty trickery: e.g. Brer 
Rabbit ; 4. browsing, desultory reading and 
learning; 5. mildness: the opposite of the wild 
hare ; vegetarian ; 6. watchfulness, cowardice; 7. 
destructive; 8. Hebrew: 'unclean'; 9. Christian: 
the humble ; 

LO. folklore: a. white rabbits are often 
witches (as black rabbits may be .ancestors); 
therefore a ta bu word at sea; b. the first of the 
month the first word to say is '(white) rabbit' 
for luck; c. a rabbit's foot (speed, prosperity) 
carried about: among schoolchildren, actors, 
for babies in prams, etc.; d. a rabbit-skin cap, 
with the head above the wearer's head, is the 
head-dress of the Fool in the Morris-dance; 11. 
v. Coney. 
Rachel 

1. Jacob's favourite wife, mother of Joseph 
and Benjamin; 2. the prophecy of her mourning 
over her children predicted Herod's massacre ; 3'. 
Dante: Contemplative Life (Inf. 2, 102). 
radish 

l. Hebrew : side-dish, especially for Pass
over: (with Lettuce, Parsley, etc.) spring, re
demption ; 2. thinness (or slimm ing): a. Falstaff 
speaking: " If I fought not with fifty of them 1 
am a bunch of radish": I H4 2, 4; b. "When a' 
was naked, he was for all the world like a fork
ed radish, with a head fantastically carved upon 
it with a knife": 2H4 3, 2; 3. it is a strong 
counter-poison, an aphrodisiac (though 'vulgar' 
food), prevents intoxication, etc.; 4. astro{.: re
lated to Mars. 

rag 
I. poverty, despair; 2. self-deprecation, 

wounds to the soul; 3. bits of clothing hung on 
trees (substitute for human sacrifice or mu tila
tion, like Dolls and Images): a. to promote fer
tility; v. also Swinging; b. as a votive offering to 
the deity to whom the tree is sacred; 4. bits of 
cloth thrown into water (substitute for drown
ing): a. like image-dipping: a rain-ceremony; b. 
an offence cast off (from oneself or one's com
munity); 5. Hebrew: rending garments (v. also 
Clothes and Sackcloth): a covenant with the 
dead not to bother the mourner, but help him; 
and identifying oneself with the dead to escape 
their jealousy. 
Rahab 

I. the chaos-monster: I: the monster (corre
sponding with Babylonian Tiamat) which was 
split by Yahweh to separate the upper and low
er waters; it exists beside Livyatan (Leviathan) 
and the dragon Tannin; e.g. Isa. 51 , 9; 2. Egypt: 
e.g. Ps. 8 7, 4; a reference to II is not impossible 
(cf. the Egyptian 'paramours'); 3. W. Blake: a. 
Rational morality, sunk below human form in
to that of a dragon; b. the hypocritical Church ; 
II. the harlot: e.g. Josh. 3 through N.T.: l. the 
woman who sheltered the two spies of Joshua, 
and married into the Hebrew people, thus be
coming the ancestress of David and Jesus; 2. she 
has 50 'daughters' only: prophetic priestesses 
(v. Fifty); 3. Dante: she is in Paradise. 
raiment 

l. for general symbolism: v. Clothes, Gar
ment ; 2. the Bible: a. eternal life: e.g. Matth. 6, 
25; b. materialistic luxury, the opposite of John 
the Baptist's haircloth garment: Matth. 11 , 8: 
rain 

I. fertility; rain-magic in the 0.T.: a. a 
fleece (Gideon), preferably on such magic 
ground as a threshing-floor (q.v.); b. letting 
human or ox-blood flow, letting children '::iass 
through the fire' of Moloch: e.g. the (ritual 
number of seven) sons of Rizpah (2Sam. 21, 
but esp. v. 10); we see ox-blood in Elijah con
founding the priests of 'Baal' (= the Lord, but 
another one); c. pouring water: again conspic
uous in Elijah's magic; d. the leap-and:halt 
(pesah, or pasah) dance: v. Dance; e. weeping, 
as a sympathetic magic; 2. the grace of God: 

379 



rainbow 

e.g. Dante (Par. 3, 89f.); 3. purification: a. the 
universal substance: between gas and fluid ; b. 
the clean Upper Waters; 4. truth, wisdom, mer
cy: a. the spiritual influence of Heaven; b. mer
cy " droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blcst, e tc.": 
Mer. V.4, I ; 

5. rain and wind (desire) have always been 
connected with physical love in English liter
ature; 6. torrential rain: a. a flood as the end of 
a cycle: v. also Flood; b. punishment: a. the 
various Deluge-stories for godless people; b. 
Dante: rain-storms (with snow and fo ul water 
and putrid smell) torment the prostrate G lut
tons, rent by Cerberus (Inf. 6); c. heavenly re
venge: " heaven, Who .... Will rain hot vengeance 
on offenders' heads": R2 I , 2; 7. W. Blake: 
charity ; 8. folklore: a. when caught in a vessel 
which is clean (especially on Ascension Day, 
and directly from heaven) it has st rongly benef
icent powers; b. luck: "Happy is the bride that 
the sun shines on. and the corpse the rain rains 
on"; c. divination : a g irl dreaming of rain in a 
divinatory sleep will maJry a servant; d. for sud
den rain during sun-shine: v. Fox's Wedding; 9. 
v. Water and Alchemy. 
rainbow 

I. myth. : a. Greek: Iris, messenger of the 
Gods; b. Celtic: the sling of Lug(h); c. German
ic: Bifrost, the heroes' bridge to Asgard , which 
collapsed at the Twilight of the Gods; 2. divine 
message, covenan t, end of troubles, blessing: a. 
Hebrew: Noah's rainbow: God's pardon, recon
ciliation; b. Christian: a. Christ and Mary; b. the 
Seven Gifts of the H. Spirit; c. Rome: release of 
the suffering soul of Dido, and the conferring 
of blessing of Juno; 3. rebirth, resurrec tion ; fer
tility: Ishtar's necklace; 4. bridge: a. v. I , b; b. 
the Rainbow bridges the human halves = love: 
D.H. Lawrence; 

5. mercy: a green rainbow ('like emerald') is 
aJound God's throne in Rev. 4 , 3; cf. the rain
bow round the 'mighty angel' in Rev. 10. I ; 6. 
perfection: a. Christian: man striving after per
fect ion: the higher it rises, the deeper the two 
ends turn to earth; b. "add ano ther hue Unto 
the rainbow .. .Is wasteful and ridiculous ex
cess": K. John 4 , 2; 7. seren ity: attribute in 
personification ; 8. transitoriness: a. "The rain
bow comes and goes, And lovely is the rose": 
W. Wordsworth (Ode on Int. of Imm.); b. " ... 
like the rainbow's lovely form , Evanishing am id 
the storm": R. Burns ("Tam o' Shantcr"); 9. 
related to tears: " Wha t's the matter, That th is 
distempered messenger of wet, The many-col
oured Iris, rounds thine eye": A's W I , 3; also 
Luer. 1586f.; 
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10. related to fairies: " I took it for a faery 
vision Of some gay creatures of the elemen t, 
That in the colo urs of the rainbow live , And 
play i' the pligh ted clouds": Milton ("Comus" 
298ff.); 11. W. Blake: a. material illusion: made 
of water (= Matter) it can only promise death 
(as a Covenant) ; b. the Lord's promise. 
ram 

I. emblem of a Sacred (sun-)King_ or God · 
fertility , resurrection (bull-gods also tend to be 
ram-gods): a. originally su n-kings were often 
clad in sheep-skin ; later a Ram was substitu tcd 
to signify the ascendancy o f Aries: Spring; b. 
when Zeus took over, the F leece (q.v.), which 
before had been white for priests and bla~k fo r 
victim s, became Golden; when the gods fled be 
fore approaching Typhoeus Jove took the shape 
of a ram (also o ne of his seasonal changes: v. 
Seasons): Ovid (Metam. 5, 327); v. also Pausa
nias (2, 18), Herodotus (2, 42);c. Dionysus wa' 
changed into a ram to escape Hera's fury ; d. 
Hermes, who leads the Graces (fertility) out of 
the cave (underground, their winter-residence) 
in spring, is often represented carrying a ram; e. 
Janus is sometimes ram-headed: one horn 
point ing forward, the other backward (e.g. 
Rome); f. sacred to Poseidon and Eros; some
times to Cybele; g. substi tute-sacrifice of a sun
hero in the story of A bra ham and Isaac; h. 
Christ, both as Leader of the Flock, and as sac
rifice (in the M.A. the horns were even believed 
to typify the Crown of Thorns); 2. variant ol 
the Unicorn: sou l (e.g. Egypt); 3. emblem ol 
the Creator: a pugnacious opener of paths ; 4 . 
winds: (Egypt) the winds represented as ram
headed or ram-shaped; 

5. as sacrifice: peace; for its pugnacity: war ; 
6 . as Aries it is the symbol for Persia : wi th the 
two ho rns of the Mcdes and Persians: Dan. 8 , 
4 ff.; 7. Egypt: a. wi th curved ho rn : Amon; b. 
with wavy horns: Khnum , I lershcf, or Arsa
phcs ; 8. its natural enemy: the elephant; 9 . 
her.: a. patience, temperance, reconciliation; b. 
the right to keep sheep; c. leader; emblem of a 
duke; 

10. for Ram's horn : v. Shofar; II.folklore: 
A. related to witches: a form often assumed by 
the Devil (like the Goa t) and therefore often 
ridden by witches; B. curious nursery-rhymes: 
a. there is a fam ous rhyme (" As I was going to 
Derby ... ") about an enormous ram, which (in 
one variant) has horns wh ich "reached up to 
the moon"; perhaps part of the cluster moon
magic-witches-fcrtility; b. ploughing a field with 
a ram's horn as an impossible task is mentioned 
in Lady Isabel and the Elphin Knigh t; c . " Little 
boy, little boy, where wast thou born? Faraway 

in Lancashire under a thorn. Whcr6 they sup 
'our milk in a ram's horn"; 12. v. Goat. 
Ramah 

place of mourning and lamentation for the 
~ons of Ephraim, by his 'mothe r' Rachel : the 
place where the inhabitants of the North
rnuntry were gathe red before being tra nsported 
to Babylon. 
Raphael 

I . spirit of air, residing in the Eastern quart
er of heaven; sometimes he has the head of a 
rept ile; 2. gua rd ian of man: a. of pilgrims: he 
accompanied Tobias; b. of men's souls against 
the devil: he overcame Asmodeus; c. healer 
(correspondence: Mercury); the name means 
'God is hea ler'; 3. wisdom, supe rconsciousness; 
4 . sent to teach Adam and advise him of dan
ger: Milton. 
rapier 

rapier and dagger for duelling often replaced 
the traditional sword and buckler in Shake
speare's time; as such the figh t was generally 
considered as degenerate; ref. Meas. 4. 3. 
raspberry 

I. a prickly shrub with white flowers and 
red 0r white fruit ; 2. envy, remorse; 3. the ltu
man heart; 4. joy: the Princess has a 'raspberry 
laughter': Mallarmc ('Placet Futile'). 
rat 

I. destruction and d isease: a. one of the 
'signs' of Moses in Egypt; b. carrier of the con
tagion of the Plague; 2. the Devil : like Mouse ; 
attribute of Celt ic Cerunnus, a ~orncd animal 
god , for its chthonic associations; 3. sneaky: 
informer, renegade; attribute of Slander; 4. 
ghouls: " I think we arc in ra ts' alley Where the 
dead men lost their bones": T.S. Eliot: "The 
Waste Land" (2); and later (in 3) : the survivo r 
of death : a ghoul feeding on death (cf. also 
"The Ho llow Men"); 5. phallic shape; 6. some
times connected with rain and fertility; 7. as 
sou Is of the dead they may warn the living of 
danger or death (v. Folklore below) ; therefore 
on.: has to warn rats (preferably by written 
notice fo r a ll thr rats to read) saying you will 
destroy them, if they return; 8. Rome: good 
luck; 9. Irish: bards can rhyme rats to death : 
ref. A YL 3, 2; 10. folklore: a. warning : a. if all 
rats leave a ship, it is doomed; it is a ta bu word 
at sea; b. a great increase in the number of rats 
predicts war (like ants and waxwings); b. re
venge: there are many legends in which avenging 
rats pursue a notorious murderer ; c. they 
are sensitive to music: e.g. the Pied Piper ; 
therefore spoken (or sung) charms can be effec
tive. 

raven 

ratsbane 
related to lechery causing disease and death: 

"Like rats that ravin down their proper bane": 
Meas. I, 2; cf. Middleton: "The ratsbanc of a 
harlot" ("Black Book" 8, 6). 
rattle 

I. all kinds of rattles are rain-makers (like 
bullroarcrs) through sound-imitation ; 2. birt h: 
the child soon learns to protect itself against 
evil spirits, who arc scared off by the noise of 
the ratt le; 3. death: the last breathing; 4. R.C.: 
used instead of bells in the Holy Weck: a. 
Christ's humiliation (a less joyous sound than 
bells); b. as a more feminine, subdued sound it 
may refer to the women who did not deny 
Christ (as the Apostles did), but followed him 
to Calvary; 5. v. Sistrnm. 
raven 

I. general: a. the 'raven' and other black car· 
rion birds were often not distinguished, and just 
called Crow, q.v.; exam ples may be the ravens 
connected with Bran, Cronos, Aesculapius, 
Apollo, etc.; b. Noah sent out a raven to find 
ou t if the water had dropped; according to vari
ant stories it: a. flew up and down;b. was back 
as soon as gone= immediately; c. found a float
ing corpse and began to eat at once; the n its 
plumage turned to black; it did not come back; 
in corresponding De luge-stories we also find 
ravens sent out : in "Gilgamesh" a dove, a swal
low, and a raven were used; in the "Oracula 
Sibyllina" two doves and a raven; c. some an
cients believed that ravens practise coition (and 
lay eggs) through the beaks; this is denied by 
Aristotle, who holds that they only 'kiss',just like 
doves; d. contrary to all other birds they lay eggs 
in autumn (Petronius' "Sa to/ricon"); e. lhey 
roost with their bills towards sunrise; f. ravens 
feed on the dew of heaven , when they have "no 
blade feathers by benefit of age": "As wicked 
dew as e'er my mother brushed, With raven 's 
fea thers from unwholesome fen Drop on you 
both": Tp. 1, 2; g. noted for their love of rot
ting meat , and their facial expression on finding 
some carrion, and of pecking out the eyes to 
get at the brains; h . 0 .T.: 'unclean'; 

2. dawn : "the guests slumbered within t ill 
the black raven merrily proclaimed the joy of 
heaven" : " Beowulf'; cf. I , e; 3 . omniscience, 
messenger of the gods: a. Germanic: the ravens 
Hugin ('mind') and Munin ('memory') were 
Odin's spies, who told him all that happened in 
the world; c f. Apollo's crow, and Noah's raven; 
b. he is sacred to all light-heroes: Asclepius, 
Apollo, Saturn, Elijah, Noah, Bran, Odin, etc.; 
c. in 'Reynard the Fox' he is King Nobel's mess-
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raven 

enger; 4. _oracular, prophetic: a. sacred to Apol
lo and Mithra; b. sacred to the Welsh god Bran 
whose head lies buried on the White Hill (~ 
Tower Hill) in London, to guard the city a
gainst invasion (like Adam's head at Jerusalem 
etc.); as long as a raven remains on Tower Hili 
Britain remains safe from invasion (Mabino
gion); c. in Shakespeare especially of horrors to 
come: e.g. Mac. I, 5; 

5. d~ath, corruption, destruction: general, 
e.g. a. 1t not only bodes death, but also brings 
contagion: "As doth the raven o'er the infected 
house, Boding to all": 0th. 4, I; b. scavengers: 
ravens shall pick out the eye of him that mocks 
his father (and young eagles shall eat it): 
Prov. 30, 17; cf. the ballad ''The Twa Corbies" 
(or the English version: "The Three Ravens"); 
c. they accompany the Walkyrie; d. symbol of 
destruction in Egypt; e. E.A. Poe: "The Raven" 
croaks 'Nevermore'; f. attribute of Hardness 
Cruelty; g. attribute of Irresolution; 6. feeder of 
the. hungry, and hunger: a. ravens fed Elijah 
(!Kmgs 17, 4); later a widow did that; b. "Some 
say that ravens foster forlorn children The whilst 
their own birds (= young ones) famish in their 
nests": Tit. Andr. 2, 3; c. Yahweh provides es
pecially for "the young ravens which cry": Ps. 
147, 9; cf. Job 38, 41; d. Christian: they are 
often guardians or providers of food in the 
legends of hermit-saints; e. attribute of Mercy · 
~- longevity: according to some they live three' 
t~mes as long as human beings (cf. Luer. "An
cient raven's wings", and cf. Crow), but accord
ing to Hesiod they live 118 times as long as 
man; 8. the Devil: he calls 'eras, eras' (tomor
row, tomorrow) like the Devil who lures the 
smner to delay his conversion; 9. revenge : "the 
croakmg raven doth bellow for revenge": Ham. 
3, 2; in "Njal's Saga" Hogni and Njal's son set 
out to avenge Hogni's father's death accompa
nied by two ravens (ch. 79); 

10. trust in Providence: "Consider the ra
ve?s: for they neither sow nor reap; which 
neither have storehouse nor barn; and God 
feedeth them: how much more are ye better 
than the fowls": Luke 12, 24 (Matth. has the 
general-biblical 'birds of heaven'); 11. rapacity: 
often represented with a ring in its beak; 12. 
tempest-loving: v. J. Thomson: "The Storm" 
('.The Seasons'); 13. emblem of the Danes (espe
cially of the famous Ragnar Lodbrokr): if 
they were defeated it hung its wings, if not, it 
was erect; 14. her.: a. a man who made his own 
fortune; b. victory and courage (connected with 
battlefields); 

15. a/ch.: the stage of Nigredo (v. Alchemy); 
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16. special literary meanings: A. "The Mabino· 
gion'_': Ki~g Arthur plays chess with King 
Owem, while the latter's ravens fight a battle 
wit.h Arthur's men; the raven was assigned to 
~h1annon; B. Shakespeare: ugly woman: a. 
Who will not change a raven for a dove ?": 

MND 2, 2; b. the name Sycorax (Temp., e.g. I , 
2) may ha~e been 'sus' (= swine) + ' koraks' (= 
raven); or It may have affinity with C irce ('kir
kos' = Hawk); C. D. Thomas: "the raven 's 
sins.": Macbeth's "rooky woods" or death ("Es
pecially when the October winds"). 
rawhide 

v. Glove. 
ray 

.. I. (sun) radiation, light, and the heat of fe r
t1hty; 2. concentrated force; penetration; 3. di
vme presence or assent; 4. Dante: rays of won
der (amazement): "Ii strali D' ammirazione" 
(Par. 2, 5"5 ff.). 
razor 

I. a sharp tongue, satire: e.g. Ps. 52, 2; 2. 
Israel's enemy Assyria: used by the Lord to 
'.shave' the hairs of Israel's head and 'feet' (pub
ic); 3. on the razor's edge (epi ksurou akmes) : 
a. Homer: stands the fate of us all. either miser
able rn~n or keeping our lives (II. IO, 173); b. 
mscnpt1on at Isthmus (Plutarch): "With our 
lives we saved all Greece where she stood on the 
razor's edge" (when its fate hung by a hair). 
reaping 

l. harvest; 2. slaughter; 3. fo r the castra
tion-knife (emblem of oak-gods, Cronus Sa t
urn, Time, etc.) v. Scythe; 4. reaper: a. death
deity; b. moon-goddess (sickle as crescent
shaped). 
recorder (musical instrument) 

I. a human being whom one can get to say 
what one likes: Ham. 3, 2; 2. "Indeed he hath 
played ,on his prologue like a child on a record
er - a sound, but not in government": MND 5 
I. ' 
red 

I. fire, light(ning), heat: A. Egypt: a. related 
to Seth, as the opponent of White Horu s and 
Black Osiris; b. connected with the desert of 
the South of Egypt; c. the ship of the (sun-) 
king (v. Ship) was painted red to suggest Seth 
being made a slave to carry the sun; B. Greece: 
red gods are th.e sun-gods Hephaestos (Vulcan), 
Ares (Mars), Dionysus (Bacchus); C. Germanic: 
Thor ~ad ~ .red beard; D. general : a. red light : 
(also) mtuttlon, a moral light; b. Hell: e.g. in 
Coleridge's "Rime of the Ancient Marine r" the 
shadow of the horror ship is 'red': "a~ if they 
had come out of the fire"; c. (with black:) the 
colour of the Devil (and Dutch traitors in 

WWII); d. Christian: R.C. chasubles for Pente
rnst (fiery tongues); 

2. active creativeness, masculine, (earthy) 
vl~our, ferti lity: A. Hebrew: a. Adam-Edom is 
the Red Man (also Egyptian); Christian: the 
hody of man; b. Esau at birth "came out red, all 
over like a hairy garment" (Gen. 25, 25); more
over the pottage of lentils for which he sold his 
hirthright was red; c. red and vermilion were 
the typical colours for the wooden (fertility) 
Idols in Wisdom 13, 14; later diverse colours (= 
minium?) : 15, 4; B. Graeco-Roman: a. ivy was 
often used to make the colour red; it was used 
in male fertility-rites, and was connected with 
Mars as fe r tility-god; b. 'ruber .... Priapus': Tibul
lus (I, 1, 17); C. general: the colour of kings 
(originally sun-kings) and princes (also of the 
Church: cardinals); 

3. blood, war, crime, revenge, martyrdom, 
anger: A. Hebrew : "The shield of his mighty 
men is made re d, the valiant men are in scarlet" 
(Nahum 2, 3), which obviously does not refer 
to blood-stains, but dyeing; B. Rome: a. the 
victorious generals had their faces smeared with 
red; for Mars: v. 2, B, a; but also statues of gods 
on their festive days; b. the Erinyes had red 
eyes; C. Christian: a. the Passion of Christ; b. 
the chasuble for Apostles and Martyrs; D. gen
eral: a. anything one wants to bring to life is 
stained with blood; b. red flag: danger; Rome: 
signal for battle: Caes. 5, l; c. Macbeth's com
plaint that he cannot wash his hands of the 
blood-stains: "No, this my hand will rather The 
multitudinous seas incarnadine, Making the 
green one red": Mac. 2, 2; 

4 . purification, sublima tion, inspiration, 
consciousness: a. Christian: related to Pente
cost; b. alch.: the Stone ="the red tincture"; 
also refers to sulphur; c. a red robe: attribute of 
Augury; d. Hebrew theology: austerity; 

5. resurrection, insurrection: a. Greek: the 
Red Woman was Pyrrha, who survived the De
luge with Deucalion; b. Christian: red eggs for 
Easter (spring-festival); c. general: a. the red 
flag of rebellion; in degenerate form: lawless
ness and anarchy; b. attribute of Dawn-deities: 
e.g. Homer's rosy-fingered Dawn; 

6. love, passion, emotions, devotion: a. the 
colour of the human primary and secondary 
sexual organs; b, ''To whom the angel with a 
smile that glowed Celest ial rosy red, love's 
proper hue": Milton (Par. Lost 8, 618f.); c. col
our of blushing (or flushing); connected with 
the symbolically rich rose; d. 'divine love-parti
cipation': charity and innocent virginity; the 
Unicorn (connected with 'pure' love) ·has a red 
head; the Red Cross; e. "as red as a turkey;, : 

red 

proverbially irascible; f. v. 2, B, b; 
7. courage, adventurousness: a. the Red 

Badge of Courage; b . Kipling: "But it's 'Thin 
red line of 'eroes' when the drums begin to roll" 
("Tommy"); c. the British military coats; v. 
also 3;8.sacrifice, hunting: v. 3; 9. f estivity ,joy; 

10. gold: a. the cluster gold-red blood: "Here 
lay Duncan, His silver skin laced with his golden 
blood": Mac. 2, 3; b. medieval term for gold, 
still in use in thieves' slang; v. a lso 4, b; c. in 
the Nibelungen red and gold are continually 
connected: 'red gold', 'red with gold', etc. ; 

11. sin, primitive wildness, disease : a. Seth 
as the personification of involutive Evil; b. v. 
idols in 2, A, c; c. colour of one of the kinds of 
plague sores mentioned in Eliz. times; the 
others: yellow and black; 

12. England; the opposite of Ireland's green; 
aristocracy (House of Lords) v. the Commons 
(green); 

13. her. : 'gu les', the first heraldic colour: a. 
the desire to serve one's country as a knight; b. 
victorious power, triumph and rule ; c. related 
to the Ruby; d. according to o thers: courage 
and magnanimity; 

14. special literary references: A. Homer: in 
the enumeration of ships ( II.) o nly Odysseus' 
ship is called 'red-painted' (and the others 
black; the Greek word means red-lead coloured; 
in chapter 8 his ship is also 'black'): perhaps to 
fit red Odysseus; but v. Pliny (33, 36); B. W.B. 
Yeats: " red man" : the practical joker of the 
"other world'', who presides over evil dream s; 
C. T.S. Eliot: a. "sea-weed red and brown" 
("Pru frock"); b. in "The Waste Land" there is a 
constant reference to 'red' (eyes, etc.) : fire = 
purification + lust + weeping; D. D. Thomas : a. 
"red-eyed orchard": in blossom; b. " Who fol
low the red rivers": ambiguous: (political) ster
ility , or/and life overcome by transitoriness and 
Time, as in the later 'red rock' ("We lying by 
seasand"); 

15. correspondences : a. form: triangle; b. 
astrol.: related to Mars; c. gems: ruby , coral, 
carne lian; 

16. combinations: a: red badge: in German 
concentration-camps: political prisoners, desert
ers, etc.; but also v. 7, a; b. red cap: invisibility 
(dwarfs, etc.); c. red flag: auction sale; v. also 3, 
D, and 5, c; d . red food: t he Food of the Gods 
(or fairies); but as red is also the colour of the 
dead, red food or fish can be eaten to honour 
the dead; thus also rowan berries and scarlet 
toadstools were forbidden to ordinary man; v. 
also Blood; e. red sail: according to Simonides 
the sail hoisted for Theseus' safe return was not 
white, but dyed crimson with the flower of the 
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Red sea 

springing holm-oak; f. red skin: to the Hellenes 
the Phoenicians were redskins; g. v. also Ball, 
Book, Carpet, Cock, Cross, etc.; 

17. folklore: a. witches and Jews were sup
posed to cat Red Bread , which was taken to be 
children's corpses, or desecrated wafers of the 
Eucharist; b. colour of the fairies and magic: cf. 
Red food: 16, d; c. charm against wi tches and 
evil spirits (light them with their own weap
ons); d. a red sky: according to Mat th. (16, 2f.): 
in the morning it predicts bad weather, in tlic 
evening fair weather next day; cf. "Red sky at 
night, shepherd's deligh t, Red sky in the morn
ing, shepherd's warning"; 

18. v. Crimson, Scarlet, etc. 
Red Sea 

I. deliverance through God's protection, 
salvation ; 2. purificat ion, baptism, rebirth. 
reed 

l. music: a. Syrinx ('recd') was changed into 
a recd to escape being violated by Pan; he then 
cut reeds at random and made his Pan-pipe, 
which later Hermes sold to Apollo as his inven
tion; b. "Tityrus, reclining under the protection 
of a beech tree, you practise the woodland 
muse on a slender recd": Vergil (Eel. I , I ); also 
an emblem of Music; 2. the human voice (or 
writing}, exposure of secrets: a. Greek: the 
story of Midas: e.g. Ovid (Metam. 11, 190); b. 
Celtic: oracular of the sun-king's death: being 
connected with the 12th month (last but one: 
October 28 - November 24, when it was cut) it 
announced the imm inent death of the king; c . 
Christ's rhetorical question: "What went ye out 
into the wilderness to see? a reed shaken in the 
wind?" (ref. to John the Baptist: Matth. 11 , 7); 
d. emblem for literature; cf. I , b, for the con
nection with beech-book; 3. royalty, establish
ed power: a. the royal sceptre in Egypt was a 
reed crowned with 2 asses' ears in memory of 
Seth; b. thus the recd given by the Roman sol
diers to Christ as a mock-royal symbol (Matth. 
27, 29); c. a house that is thatched is a house 
established; moreover a recd was an ancient 
measuring-rod to measure property; 4. weak
ness: a. hollow man as a thinking reed; b. the 
Assyrian delegates warned Hezekiah not to 
trust Egypt, which was a recd "broken and 
bruised", "on which if a man lean, it will go 
into his hand and pierce it" : c. man in despair: 
the servant of Yahweh shaJI not break the bruised 
reed : Isa. 42, 3; 

5. resilience, pliancy (in a storm): a. the op
posite of the olive (Aesop); b. "Oaks may fall 
when reeds stand in a storm" : proverb ; 6. di
vine protection : in magical escapes the fugitives 
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often throw a reed behind them, which be
comes a wood entangling the pursuer; 7. vulva , 
woman , fertility; a. Egyptian hier.: a. woman . 
tJ1e names of women (except of t he queen) 
were term inated or accompanied by flowers ; b. 
green things; c. the woman beloved; b. Hebrew: 
fecundi ty, sprinkling; c. Greek: attribute of the 
rivers, and their Nymphs who are crowned with 
reeds; d. two looped reeds: attribute of Ishtar ; 
8. Christian: humility, justice; 9. lightning, life : 
sometimes Prometheus is said to have stolen the 
lire from heaven in a recd stalk (or in a fenncl
stalk according to others); 

I 0. death: a. material for a rrow-shaft; b. the 
Field of Reeds: (Egypt) the hereafter, a region 
of perpetual Spring, over which Osiris rules, and 
situated below the western horizon; the dead 
reach it in a boat; farming the fields is the 
principal occupation of the dead; c. v. 2, b. 
reflection 

I. in a m irror: consciousness, echo of real
ity; 2. seeing one's reflec tion makes one liable 
to the effects of the Evil Eye (e.g. Theocritus 6. 
39f.) . 
reindeer 

I. Polar regions; 2. pnm1t1ve life ; 3. the 
steeds of Santa Claus: v. North for the habi ta
tion of deities. 
rein (horse) 

I. intelligence and will-power: v. Chario t 
llorse, etc.; 2. (= curb) of art : "lo frcn dell' arte" : 
Dante (Purg. 33, 14 l ). 
rem or a 

I. the small fish that has the power to stop 
ships (L. ' rcmora' = delay) by sucking to it, and 
is an omen of disaster, e.g. in connection with 
Caligula and Mark Anthony (Plin y: 'Echeneis' : 
9, 41; and 32, l and 50); 2. a remora pierced 
with an arrow is an attribu te of Prudence; 3. 
her.: obstacle; 4. psych.: the self, contained in 
the sea of the unconscious: smaller than small, 
and greater than great. 
reptile 

I . sacred to Apollo: healing, regeneration; 2. 
primordial life; 3. cold-bloodedness, lack of 
hu man warmth, old age (with a ' saurian eye') ; 
4. materialism : crawling and creeping low to 
the eart h; 5. sexuality: a. Rome: aphrodisiac; b. 
Minos was cursed (by his jealous wife, the 
Moon-goddess Pasiphat!) with the curse of dis
charging, not semen, but serpents, scorpions, 
and millepcdes eating o n his copartner's in
nards; 6. heresy emblem (especially scorpions) , 
fa lse doctrine ; 7. Dante: the typical animal of 
Hell: e.g. the footed 'serpent' described in C 25 , 
where the thieves are punished (change from 

man to reptile and v.v.): 8. Ill. Blake: a. brain 
hccoming enclosed in the flesh; b. the human 
hody shrunk after the Fa 11. 
reseda . 

(.a flower spreading a light bu t penetra ting 
tragrance; 2. tenderness; 3. modesty. 
resin 

l. D. 1710111as: used in embalm ing: related 
to resurrection ; 2. cosmetic: depilatory (Juve
nal: Sat. 8, 11 4). 
Reuben 

I . the eldest son of Jacob and Leal1, wh? 
lost his birthright fo r making love to his fathers 
concubine (his 'mother'); 2. name: a. Yahweh 
has looked clown upon my suffering; b. 'See a 
(or, the) Son': c. 'lion'; d. 'friend of Baal';".· 'he 
will love me'; 3. Jacob's prophecy: he will be 
unstable and shall not excel ; 4. symbols: a. t he 
mandrake (Gen . 30, 14); b. a sunbu rst over 
water; 5. astral.: related to Aquarius; 6. Ill. 
Blake: 'vegetated' (incarnated) man of lowest 
animal life (cursed for 'incest'). 
Reynard the Fox 

hero of a famous medieval bestiary ; I. car
nal appetite; 2. cunning; 3. the Church ; 4. he_ 
tricks his uncle lsengrim, the wolf = the _Barons, 
5. its best-known fable is that of the sick hon 
cured by a wolfs skin. 
rhinoceros 

I. inverted symbol of the Unicorn; 2. short
sighted passion, lack of sensitivity; 3. maten al
ism: related to water and earth , and brute 
strength; 4 . drinking-cups made . of it~ horn: 
they sweat when they contain poison (hke that 
of the Unicorn): v. Horn; 5. her.: one_who do~s 
not seek combat, but will defend with all his 
might when attacked. 
rhodondendron 

1. name: rose-tree; it is (generally) an ever
green of the heath-family , which prefers shade; 
2. fire; 3. danger of intox icatio n. 
rhomb(us) 

v. Bullroarer. 
rhubarb . 

1. general : a. its crown must be cut m:o 
pieces, each consisting of a root ~nd a_ bud, m 
order to propagate; b. its Hower is ':'h1te, con
taining three-angled or winged fruits of one 
seed each· 2. advice; 3. D. Thomas: "rhubarb 
man": Ch~ist-Thomas (or Paul) ("Altarwise'_'): 
a. a tall plant; b. bitter ; c. it has the reddish 
colour of blood ; 4. nursery-rhymes: connected 
With E lephant (q.v.). 
rib 

1. used to form Eve: a. it is near the heart ; 
b. it can be done without ; and there is an empty 
space in the front of the chest anyway; 2. D. 

riding 

711omas: a. Eve; b. connected with Skeleton and 

phallus. 
ribbon . . 

I. award, distinc tion: "A very riband m the 
cap of youth": Ham. 4, 7; v. also F illet; 2. sun
ray: on May-poles and musical imtrume~ts; 
pleasure; Pausanias (10, 35) mentions. an an
cient statue tied up in ribbons, the kmd that 
belongs to the cult of Demeter'; 3. brigh t-col
oured ribbons arc often talismans against the 
Evil Eye (or any evil): v. individual colours; 4. 
blue ribbon: a. in the ballad "The Trees They 
Do Grow High" (Scottish version "Lang-A
Crowing", and Irish "The Bonny Boy") a ?irl of 
24 is married to a noble boy of 14; talkmg to 
her father she says: "Father, dear father, if you 
sec fi t, We'll send him to college fo_r one year 
yet: I'll tie blue ribbons all ar~und his h~~d, To 
let the maidens know that hes mamed , b. v. 
Blue; 5. red ribbon: the Order of the Bath; 6. 
knotted ribbon : fraternity. 
rice 

t. happiness; 2. fecundity: thrown on new-
ly-weds: "Rice for good _luc~, and_ bauchles (= 
old shoes) for bonny bairns ; v. l·oot for the 
sexual connotation of Shoe, while the 'o ld' ~ay 
refer to 'something o ld and somethmg new (v. 
Wedding); v. a lso Confetti as a substitute for 
original wheat, later rice. 
Richard 

fixed taunting-rhyme for a boy called thus: 
"Dicky, Dicky Doubt, Your shirt hangs out". 

riddle . . 
J. in general the magic effect of a nddle 1s 

similar to that of 'untying a knot ' (or the ten
sion of rhyme in incantations, poetry , etc:): the 
te nsio n it creates and the release of It 10 the 
answer is similar to the strain of sprouting seed, 
a hatching egg, or the birth of a. child_; 2. in the 
Bible: a. the most obvious fert1hty-nddlcs are 
those of Samson's wedding, bu t are a lso found 
in the 'number-proverbs', and the parables, e.g. 
Eze. (17 , 2): "put forth a riddle, and sp.eak a 
parable"· b. the relatio n bet ween nddles 
("shewi;g of hard sentences"),, an~ untying 
knots ("dissolving of doubts ) 1s. c_learly 
brought out in Dan. 5, 12, wher~ Dame!_ is s?id 
to have both· gifts; 3. the ballad 'The R1ddh~g 
Knight": he marries the youngest of three sis
ters who can answer all his riddles ; 4. posed by 
wo~en: in ballads t hey win the husband b?' 
solving them (v. a lso "Captain Wedderburn s 
Courtship"), or by successfully evading them 
(e.g. ' 'The Elphin Knight"). 
riding . 

l. adventure; 2. triumph, supremacy, pnde, 
accomplishment; 3. coition ; 4. D. 71wmas: a. 
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Riding Hood 

huntsman = Time; b. =path; four-fruited: sea
sons; c. "riding Thames" ("A Refusal to 
Mourn"): a. sexual: to the female sea or moth
er-veins of London; b. = time and life. 
Riding Hood , Little Red -

I . the story is related to the changing into a 
wolf (lycanthropy), as practised especially by 
witches (v. Wolf); 2. a dawn-girl devoured by 
night-wolf; her hood is also described as a red 
mantle; 3. there may be a relation with the 
May-Queen rituals; there is a parallel in the Vol
sung Saga; 4. Perrault does not give the happy 
ending, but stops at the killing of the girl; how
ever, he makes her first undress to get into bed 
with her 'granny', thus stressing the sexual rela
tion; 5. the Terrible Mother turned into wolf. 
right and left 

1. right: a . spiritual, masculine, conscious, 
reason, wisdom: "A wise man's heart is at his 
right hand , but a fool's heart at his left": 
Eccl. 10, 2; cf. Dante: right-handed care= spir
itual (v. 2, a); b. the front, the future, evolu
tion, the higher virtues {e.g. charity), honour 
(e.g. 'sit at the right hand'): the seat of honour, 
or of one immediately lower in rank: Ps. I I 0, 
I ; cf. Apollo at Zeus' righ t hand; c. entrance 
(birth), openness; d. lucky, growth; e. lawful
ness, allegiance, help: "be at one's right hand" 
= help (Ps. 110, 5); f. friendliness, love: "His 
left hand is under my head, and his right hand 
doth embrace me": SoS 2, 6; g. number 3; h. 
W. Blake: Vigour (v. also Pillars, Two - ); 2. 
left: a. material, femin ine, weakness, uncon
scious: " la sinistra cura": the care of this 
world : Dante {Par. 12, 129); b. the back, the 
past, involution; c. lunar, magical, exit (death); 
d. sinister, the abnormal, the lower virtues, low
er rank; e. the illegitimate, cnmiJy, damnation: 
'the sheep to the right and the goats to the left' 
(Matth. 25, 33); f. number 2; g. W. Blake: Mer
cy; 3. folklore: a. the left side is the magica l 
side, so it can be used fo r favou rable, or unfa
vourable purposes; it is also the side of the evil 
spirits; b. a lucky thing picked up on the road 
may be made more sure by throwing it over the 
left shoulder (e.g. v. Horse-shoe); but also salt 
spilt must be thrown there, to scare off the evil 
spirit; c. sex-divination: in the womb a boy is 
carried on the right, a girl on the left (Pliny 7, 
4; cf. 8, 70); 4. v. Withershins. 
ring 

I. bond, slavery: (Greek) Prometheus was 
the fir st man who ever wore a ring, as a sym b
olical remnant of his chains; disbelieved by 
'.liny (33, 4ff. and 37, I f.); 2. marriage, fertil
ity: a. the continuity of life: a ring in Ishtar's 
left hand ; b. in the 'Nibelungen' Sigurd gave 
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Gudrun's ring to Brynhilde: fertility hand1·il 
over from one summer (or spring) maid to an 
other; c. Draupner, the snake-ring made by till 
dwarf Sindri, once possessed by Frey, from 
which o ther gold rings dropped constant I)· 
when it was stolen or lost, it brought mislur 
tune {fertility and winter-death); 3. eterniH 
constancy, female love: a. for eternity: v. C11 
c lc; b. in Shakespeare the Circle of Romeo nnil 
J uliet (2, 1) refers to the vulva; probably also .1 

subsidiary meaning in "have you not oc1•11 
aquainted with goldsmiths' wives, and con1w1I 
them out of rings": AYL (3, 2), where 'con' 
' know' (through the posies inscribed) has bc1·11 
suggested ; cf. also Mer. V. 5, I; c. a common 
motif: rings exchanged in bed: "Decamero nl•' 
(10, 8); All's W. 4, 2; Gent. 2, 3; Chau m 
"Troilu s and Criseyde'', etc.; 4. recognitio n: ,1 

Cuchulainn unwittingly kills his son, and tlwn 
recognizes him by his ring; b. Germanic: Raitn 
hild left a ring in the wound of Hac!ding, whom 
she had nursed; later, when she had to choose 11 

husband from a group of suitors, she felt thci1 
bodies, and recognized I ladding by the ring; c . • 1 

ring was sent by Guy of Warwick to his wil 1• 
felice on his return from the Crusades; here till' 
ring-symbol is also sym bolic of cyc lic movl' 
mcnt : he left the dawn-maiden, and returned Ill 
her before his death; 

5. authenticity, justice, legitimacy: C.fl. 
York sent a servant to get £ 1,000 from th1· 
Duchess of Gloucester, and gave his ring to 
prove the authent icity of the request: R2 2, 2. 
v. also Signet; an (arm-)ring was an attribute ot 
Thor: oaths were taken on it; probably an in 
heritance from the older god of law and order, 
Tiu (Tiwaz); 6. power, rank, dignity, honour, 
riches: a. in the O.T. the most important mean 
ing of ring is power, delegated through a signet
ring {q.v.); b. ring-giving was a time-honoured 
custom among the Danes (e.g. Beowulf) ; ship' 
were 'ring-prowcd'; armour was 'ring-marked ': 
princes are 'ring-hailers'; c. integrity of the faith 
with which the pon t ifica l sovereign, who re 
ceives it after consecration, guards over the 
Church; 7. doom: Po lycrates, tyrant of Samos, 
at the advice of the king of Egypt, threw a ring 
into the sea, which returned to him a few days 
afterwards in the belly of a fish: some days 
later he was crucified by a satrap; 8. invisibility: 
a common motif; it is connected with fertility , 
which is invisible in winter; since Midas (v . 
Pliny); 9. mourning, secrecy; 

10. her. : ('annulet ') a. a fifth son; b. rank; c. 
fidel ity; 11. T.S. Eliot: a ring of light: hfe's 
round ("Portrait of a Lady"); 12. combina
tions: a. three rings: fraternity; b. a r ing with a 

1A111/ on it: a 'memento mori', already the fash
ion in Elizabethan times; c. a winged ring: at
trlhutc of a swan-maiden: the gift of prophecy; 

13. folklore: a. Cramp-rings: originally rings 
hlcsscd by a king (at the same time he healed 
people of scrofula, the 'king's evil', by touch), 
which were used against rheumatism, cramps, 
etc.; b. Engagement-rings: in Rome originally of 
Iron, but already in the second cent. gold rings 
were used ; the choice of stones is important ; 
nowadays preferably diamond, sapphires, emer-
11lds, or rubies; birthstones of the girls are 
lucky, unless they are half-precious stones; c. 
fairy-rings: the green, sour ringlets on pasture-
1.md (or sometimes circles of small white or yel
low flowers): the fairies dance there, or it out
lines a fairy-v illage below; if you run around 
•uch a ring 9 times on a full moon you can hear 
the fairies laughing, or talking below; d. poi
son-rings: rings used to commit suicide (con
taining poison) in a desperate situation, or, by 
!ICratching, kill one's opponents; e. in folk tales 
we find rings which: a. preserve youth (a kind of 
c>.ternal soul); or prevent the hero being 
wounded (Malory 7, 27); b. can conju re up any
thing needed or desired by turning (a ho rse, a 
castle, etc.); perhaps related to fantasies of fe
male sexual stimulatio n ; f. nursery-rhyme: 
"Ring-a-ring o' roses, A pocket full of posies, 
A-tishoo! A-tishoo! We all fall down." A dreary 
explanation which has been suggested is, that 
the rose refers to the Red Plague, the posies arc 
the herbs carried about against contagion, the 
snee1.e is the linal symptom of the d'isease, and 
the 'fall down' the end; 

14. v. FinKer. Signet. Seal and Circle. 
river 

I. personified: a. Greek: children of Okea
nos and Tethys; they are generally represented 
as respectable old men, having big beards, long 
hair, and crowns of reeds; b. feminine: the 
Naiads; also in Shakespeare a river may stand 
for woman: "But what's his offence? - Groping 
fo r trouts, in a peculiar river" (Meas. l , 2); 2. 
fert ility: rivers (and the sea) often represent the 
strength of a country in the Bible, so "the rivers 
of Babylon will be dried up by the Lord" 
means: Babylon will be destroyed; 3. in myths 
rivers are often the place (personified as femin
ine) of sunrise (birth) and sundown (death of 
the sun-king): e.g. in Homer (II. 2, 861, 875, 
etc.) many heroes die "in the river"; 4. related 
to the Serpent and Water (q.v.); 

5. as a monster it may: a. cause floods; b. 
cause drought by stopping; perhaps the Hydra 
was rnch a monster; 6. oracular: coming from 
the Underworld. where the future (fert ility) is 

road 

hidden ; 7. a natural barrier, or e ntrance to the 
Underworld {often springing from a womb
cave); 8. peace, obedience to the law: a. "Be
hold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and 
the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: 
then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her 
sides, and be dandled upon her knees": Isa. {66, 
12; v. also 48, 18); b . flood regarded as a rebel
lion . e.g. 2H4 4, I: the Archbishop promises 
(with his demands fulfilled) "We come within 
our aweful banks again, And knit our powers to 
the arm of peace"; cf. Sir Th. More: "while the 
rebels arc ore the banck of their obedyancc"; 9. 
time: movement in Space= movement in Time: 
e.g. T.S. Eliot ("Dry Salvages"); bondage to na
ture in man's life, to season and time (cf. the 
Tha mes in "The Waste Land "); also M. Arnold : 
"the river of Time" ("The f uture"); 

10. life: e.g. Christ = the River of Life; 11. 
the rivers of Paradise: A. general: a. divine 
grace; b. the four directions in space; v. also 
Compass; c. totality; B. individual: {v. Gen. 2, 
11) a. Pison: en com passes the whole of Havilah, 
where there is good gold; Prudence {sometimes 
Halys or Phasis is mentioned) ; b. Gihon: en
compasses the whole of Ethiopia; Temperance 
(sometimes Araxis); c. Hiddckcl: towards the 
East of Assyria; Strength (sometimes Tigris); d. 
Euphrates: Justice (sometimes Hiddekel); C. for 
a Greek equivalent v. the four rivers in Colchis, 
in the garden of King Aeetes, son of Helios 
(Apollonius Rhod., Arg. 3, 220ff.); 12. the 
River of Heaven: a. the Milky Way, q.v.; b. Dan
te : (Purg. 28) in the garden of Eden there are 
two rivers: Lethe (which erases the past evil) 
and Eunoe ('right-mindedness', whicl1 brings 
back all the good of one's former life) ; 13. the 
rivers of Hades: a. Acheron: stagnant : woe; b. 
Styx: hate; c. Lethe: oblivion; d. Pyriphleg
ethon: fire and rage; 14. FG. lorca: related to 
the colour blue Uust as the sea is 'green'): the 
masculine colour, and therefore also homosex
uality, wh ich (though imperfect and immature) 
is accepted because of his impotence towards a 
woman; 

15. folklore : rivers often demands regular 
human sacrifices in exchange for the fertility 
they give; river-spirits are often mermaids who 
demand salt thrown into the water, sacrifices, 
incantations, etc. to counteract the human sac
rifice; this knowledge often causes the refusal 
to help a drownin~ person. 
road 

1. life, progress, adventure: a. connected 
with Pilgrim, q.v.; b. ·"My mistress still the open 
road And the bright eyes of danger" : R . .L. 
Stevenson ('Underwoods': "Youth and Love"); 
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robbing 

c. the one-way road: to death; 2. experience; 3. 
difficulty, martyrdom: the road to Calvary; 4. a 
prostitu te ("as common as the highway"): 
"This Doll Tearsheet should be some road" 
(2H4 2, 2) ; 5. v. Cross roads. 
robbing 

I. myth.: a. there are many forms of rob
bing things from the gods, e.g. fire, the sun-cat
tle of Geryon, the apples of the Hesperides the 
'herb of immortality'; in fact, any act of ~agic 
can be regarded as a form of 'theft from the 
g_ods', and as such is dangerous; b. robbing dei
t!es are often wind-deities; 2. psych.: in regres
sive forms they may become kleptomania (a 
typical feminine regression: penis-envy); v. Thief 
robe 

I. concealment; 2. wealth; 3. legal proces
sion, judgment (v. also Job 29, 14); 4. right
eousness: Isa. 61, JO; 

5. colour: A. black: a. mourning; b. sinister
n~ss; magic; c. night; B. white: a. innocence, 
vtrtue; b. the reward in the New Jerusalem of 
those who were "slain for the word of Goel": 
Rev. 6, 9ff.; c. (Rome:) being a 'candidatus' ; C. 
f!Old: the fire of the sun; Glauce's robe, sent by 
Jealous Medea (dawn) which burnt her (Glauce 
as gloaming); cf. the Blood-soaked cloak which 
Deianeira sent to Heracles; D. scarlet: the mock 
robe of royalty the soldiers gave to Christ: 
Matth. 27, 28; E. velvet and ermine: rank and 
glory; F. yellow: supplied by the Spanish In
quisition to those who went to the stake: a. it 
had 2 crosses with flames and devils: it was 
worn downwards when the evil-doer repented; 
b. Jews and other renegades : an Andrew-cross 
in red on the back and front; 6. flowing robe: a. 
peace ; b. wisdom, knowledge; c. robe of benef
icent gods of the ftrmament, light rays, rivers, 
winds; 7. v. Garment, Clothes, etc. 
Robin Goodfe llow 

I. a merry, but mischievous wood-sprite, 
son of Oberon; in MND he is identified with 
Puck (2, l): a. he frightens maidens of the vil
lage, who set a bowl of milk for his "grinding of 
malt or mustard and sweeping the house at m id
nigh t"; b. in the kitchen he skims milk, labours 
at the quern, and prevents milk from becoming 
butter; c. he misleads night-wanderers ("laugh
ing at their harm''), and beguiled a "fat and 
bean-fed horse" by neighing like a filly ; d. he 
likes to play tricks on old women; 2. his char
acter is probably inspired by Roman Faunus; he 
was also identified with Robin Hood, q.v. 
Robin Hood 

I. he may be an amalgam of several types 
(besides having a historical kernel), e.g.: A. the 
king of the peoples of the wood, the downtrod-
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den and oppressed minority (of pre-Anglo-Sa\ 
on Britons, or still older); his followers wor1• 
hoods, and were dressed in the 'fa iry'-colou1 
green; they have more in comm on with the fai1 
ic.s (and later witches): a. archery was an elf-<k 
fence; b. they met round the great oak, or oak, , 
B. as a mythological fertilizing sun-hero: a. tlw 
male counterpart of Maid Marian (v. also Muse' 
and Mermaid), Lord of the Greenwood (whcr1· 
he was also called Robin Goodfellow), connec t 
ed with the older May-day revels, morri' 
~ances, and sexual wood-rites; b. and ithyphal 
he Pan ('Robin' may be phallus), a witchc,· 
god, a devil: of the "mad pranks" (again Robin 
Goodfellow); c. as beneficent sun-hero he dis· 
tributed gifts to all alike, and has never-missin!! 
arrnws (sun-rays) ; with h is companions (dew, 
wind, etc.) he haunted Sherwood l"'orest · the 
only wind he could not stand was the coJd.;haw 
wind; 2. in ballads, etc. he became the bold, 
chivalrous outlaw, who: a. robbed the rich to 
give to the poor; b. brought lovers together ; c. 
generally helpe d people in distress; d. is a great 
worshipper of the Virgin; 3. (as sun-hero) he is 
~reacherously bled to death by a nun (gleam 
mg) at the command of her kinsman, prior ot 
Kirkless (the nex t sun-hero, or the priest super
vising the sacrificial death}. 
robin redbreast 

I. can be taught to talk and sing musical 
notes; as such it shares the symbolism of the 
Parrot, q.v.; it is the male of the wren (q.v.); 2. 
the_ bird of the British Sacred King, often be
wailed in songs: a. it incorporates the spirit of 
the New Year, whereas the Gold Crest Wren 
(frequenting ivy-bushes) is the Old Year, hun t
ed with birch-rods (v. Birch) of the New Yea r : 
the wren (as Old Year) was hun ted at Christm as 
Eve in Rome and Greece; b. it has killed its 
father, and therefore has a red breast (but v. 3) ; 
3. legends about its red breast: a. it tried to pull 
Christ's thorns out, or was smeared when it 
covered Him with leaves; b. it was scorched 
when it tried to bring water to su ffering souls in 
Pu rgatory; c. when the Wren new to Hell to 
fetch fire for mankind, it returned in a blaze, 
and the robin saved it; d. v. Babes in the Wood : 
it buried the children lost in the wood; 4. con
fidence, trust : coming so near people's homes; 

5. tameness: e.g. Chaucer (Pol"' 349); but, 
like the nightingale, it never lives long in a cage ; 
6. love: a. according to some its song does not 
come short of the nightingale fo r the sweetness 
of its notes; b. "to relish a love-song, like a 
robin-redbreast": Gent. 2, I; 7. emblem for 
May; 8. W. Blake: "A Robin Redbreast in a 
Cage Puts all Heaven in a Rage" (Aug. of Inn.) ; 

9. folklore: a. it is extremely unlucky to kill 
nr harm one; b. it covers any dead body of a 
man and mourns beside him: redbreast and 
wren "with leaves and flowers do cover The 
I riendless bodies of unburied men" (J. Webster: 
" The White Devil" 5, 4); also in Cymb. 4 , 2, 
where it is called a 'ruddoek'; c. yet it may be a 
dea th-omen: when entering a house o r a 
diurch, when tapping at the window (in Nov
ember this may happen withou t danger), etc.; 
d. it has occurred regularly on Christmas-cards 
' ince the middle of the 19th century ; e. prov
erb: "The robin and the wren are God's cock 
and hen (v. I , b), The martin and the swallow 
arc God's bow and arrow"; f. in a nursery
rhyme Cock Robin courted and married Jenny 
Wren, and then was killed by the Sparrow; the 
birds performing at the funeral have been listed 
under their individua l names; in another rhyme 
it lives on a hazel-twig. 
rock 

I. for general sy mbolism v. Stone; 2. womb 
or sun-deities: a. O.T.: the Lord = the Rock (of 
Salvation), who 'bcgat Israel'; b. Mithraism: 
Mithra was born from a rock (the heavens from 
which he 'rises' = descends; rock = fire, light), 
wedded to a rock, and parent of a rock; c. rela
ted to Cave-birth: Christ (!Cor. 10, 4) , with his 
descendant St. Peter (e.g. Matth. 16, 18); d. 
sun-kings sat on rocks (resembling birth from a 
rock) when they were crowned: v. Stone; 3. in 
the form of monoliths: world-axis, deity-throne 
(or throne of his descendants, the sun-kings), 
and sun-emblem ; 4. sometimes the · source of 
human life (with loose soil as the matrix of 
vegetative and animal life); in an Eddie lay on 
the 'Ninungs' they are said to be people 'from 
the red rock of the Rh inc'; 

5. place of hiding: a. "Enter into the rock , 
and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the Lord" 
(Isa. 2, 10; cf. T .S. Eliot's "The Waste Land") ; 
also "And they shall go into the holes of the 
rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of 
the Lord" (same 19); b. "And man shall be as 
an hiding place from the wind , and a covert 
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry 
place , as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land": Isa. 32, 2 (again Eliot); 6. the rock of 
offence: Isa. 8, 14; also with reference to 
Chris t: IPetcr 2, 8; 7. durability, solidity, cohe
sion, immortality : a. "So surely anchored on 
The steadfast rock of Immortality": E. Bronte 
("No Coward Soul is Mine"); b. for building on 
rock as constancy: v. Sand; c. justice: e.g. the 
Law Rock in the lcelaRdic Althing; cf. Greece: 
on the A reopagos: the Rock of Shamelessness, 
where men on trial stood, and the Rock of Ar
rogance, wherr the prosecutors stood (Pausan-

roe(buck) 

ias l, 28); 8. related to the ass: "the wild ass of 
the rock": Aleman; 9. special literary refer
ences: A. W. Blake: a. Matter ; brains growi1 into 
rock, just as the heart was organized into the 
four rivers of Eden ("Zoas"); b. the Stone 
Tables of the Commandments: v. Stone; B. T.S. 
Eliot: a. the Church: the hippopotamus and 
petrified religion and spirituality: ' rock and no 
water' ; b. fr ightening hot barrenness; c. place of 
solitude; but the blue rocks ("Ash-Wednes
day"): solitude of the desert gardens with gui
dance, s ince blue is Mary's colour; d. v. 5; C. D. 
Thomas: a woman's cold cruelty has made even 
rocks and trees symbols of sex (= the shell of 
the virgin): " I make this in a warring absence"; 

10. to be thrown from a rock: a. traitors: 
the Tarpeian Rock on Capitol Hill was the place 
where traitors to the state were hurled from: 
ref. Cor. 3, I; b. one of the ways in which 
sun-kings (or their substitutes) were killed: v. 
King, Sacred-. 
rocket (fireworks) 

psych.: a symbol of transcendence: freedom 
from gravity, comparable to the phallic cadu
ceus (q.v.). 
rocket (herb) 

I. sacred to Priapus as the god of the gar
dens; it was sown near his statue, and moreover 
it is an aphrodisiac (v. Eruca); ref.: Juvenal 
(Sat. 9 , 134); Pliny ( 10, 83 and 19, 44); 2. it 
cures poisons, helps the skin, and in wine hard
ens those who are about to be flogged (Pliny 
20, 49). 
rod 

I. correction: e.g. Prov. 22, 15; 2. wicked
ness: "Violence is risen up into a rod of wicked
ness": Eze. 7, 11; 3. liberty: (Rome) the 
symbolic act of setting a slave free was the 
touching with a rod ('vindicta') by the praetor 
(ref. Ovid: De Arte Am. 3, 6 15); 4. phallus, 
light, universal axis, progeny: a. Aaron's mirac
ulous rod; b. "the rod of thine inheritance, 
which thou hast redeemed": Ps. 74, 2 ; c. "And 
there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots": Isa. 11 , I ; 5. support, pilgrimage; 6. W. 
Blake: "Silver Rod": phallus (also called 'go,d
en pin'); 7. v. Stllff. Club, etc. 
roe( buck) 

I. nimbleness, speed: e.g. 2Sam. 2, 18; 2. 
gentleness: emblem of Christ; 3. love: a. the 
lover in SoS (2, 1 7) is like a roe or young hart 
(and is requested by the beloved to be like one) 
upon the mountains of Bether till day-break; 
'skipping and leaping' = copulation; b. twin 
roes: the breasts of the beloved (SoS 4, 5); 4. 
wisdom, foresight; 5. related to Dionysus: the 
Bassarids, waving ftr-branches with ivy spirally 
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rol l ing 

wound, in October, in honour of Dioaysus, had 
roebucks tattooed on their arms; 6. the White 
Roebuck 'hides the secret': kings of'.en chased 
it through e nchanted forests and were cheated 
of their quarry, because the roebuck was a 
prince in disguise, or transformed thus by a 
magician; cf. the White Hart; 7. v. Deer. 
roll (paper) 

a parchment roll was seen fly ing through the 
air by Zechariah (ch. 5), full of curses for the 
evil-doers; cf. Scroll for Daniel's vision. 
rolling 

I. O.T.: 'rolling stones': v. Stone; the prin
cipal ref. is to the stone before Christ's grave; 2. 
Greek: Sisyphus rolled a stone from the top of 
a hill in the underworld, and when he reached 
the top, it rolled back again, so that he had to 
start his futi le work all over again ; he was thus 
punished for barbarously killing au travellers 
who came to his kingdom by th rowing them on 
(or, off) rocks; 3. Dante: rolling weights (Inf. 
7) i.s the punishment of the Avaricious (Sisy
phus was avaricious as well) and the Prodigal, 
who roll weights against each other, each in a 
half Circle of the 4th , supervised by the 'cursed 
wolf' (Plutus); many of the Avaricious have 
priests' tonsures. 
Rome 

I. lloly City; 2. heroic death (or su icide): 
" What's brave, what's noble, Let's do it after 
the high Roman fashion, And make death 
proud to take us": Ant. 4, 15; 3. Roman holi
day: a young "barbarian's" father is killed: "he 
their sire, Bu tellered to make a Roman holi'. 
day": Byron (Ch. Har.'s Pilgr. 4, t44). 
roof 

I. place of idolatry: a. there often was a 
"garden of desire" on the roof, where specia l 
(magical) herbs were planted (cf. Adonis' gar
dens); b. "houses upon whose roofs they have 
burned incense unto all the host of heaven" and 
have poured drink offerings unto other gods: 
Jer. 19, 13; another reference to the worship of 
the heavenly bodies in Zephaniah l, 5; 2. place 
of mourning and lamentations: e.g. Jer. 48, 38; 
3. place of hiding: Rahab hid the spies on the 
roof of the house: Josh. 2, 6; 4. stage for 
preaching: "what ye hear in the ear, that preach 
ye upon the housetops": Matth. 10, 27; bits of 
news were ca lled to neighbours or people in the 
street from the (low) roofs, since there were no 
~indows at eye-level on house-fronts; 5. peep
ing-spot: David spied on Bathsheba bathing (in 
the next court-yard) from his roof. 
rook 

l. dawn : "hail The sun's uprise majestical": 
Shelley ("Written among the Euganean Hills"); 
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2. April and spring: "rooks, with busy caw, For· 
aging for sticks and straw": J. Keats ("Ode to 
Fancy "); 3. Egypt: a. marriage; b. when dead : 
symbol of su nset, the natural end (of a cycle), 
4. greganousness: living in colonies, and often 
quite close to man ; 

5. special target for boys' shooting: "And 
boys who in lone wheatfields scare the 
rooks ... ": M. Arnold ("Scholar G ipsy"); 6. D. 
Thomas: priests (like nearly all black birds; cf. 
Hopkins) : "In country sleep"; he also uses the 
word 'rook' in the sense of 'steal' etc. (a rook
ing girl); 7. folklore: a. generally considered 
lucky; unless mixed up with crows; b. unlucky: 
if they suddenly forsake the rookery; c. relation 
to man: ( like cattle, etc.) they should be in
formed of a death in the family, especially of 
the master; a new 111aster should formally intro
duce himself to them, and promise them that 
only he and his friends will shoot them· d 
weather-prophets: a. when they chatter in thei; 
nests bright weather approaches (Vergil: Georg. 
l , 410); Aratus (Phaen. l003f.); b. when they 
lea~c their feed ing-grounds in great quantities, 
flymg close together, a ra in-storm is announced 
(Vcrgil: Georg. l , 381 f.). 
room 

I. individuality ; 2. privacy, of body and 
thought: "Nuns fret not at their convent's nar
row room, And hermits are contented with 
their cells": Wordsworth ("Nuns fret not") ; 3. 
loneliness (the roo m = the heart): "When lovely 
woman stoops to folly and Paces about her 
room again, alone, She smoothes her hair with 
automatic hand, And pu ts a record on the 
gramophone": T.S. Eliot (''The Waste Land " 
3); 4. v. House, Window, etc. 
root 

l. the root of David: Christ (Rev. 5, 5); 2. 
the root of all evil: money (!Tim. 6, 10); but 
'take root'= be prosperous (Job 5 3· Isa. 27 6· 
37,31). ' ' ' ' 
rope 

I. bondage, fetter; 2. despair, betrayal (Ju
das, in one version); 3. link (with Heaven), sun
ray; 4. divine power: a rope of gold: Zeus says 
that all the Gods together could not pull him 
from his scat with a gold rope, whereas he can 
pull them all, and the earth and sea as well: 
Homer (II. 8, l 9ff.); 5. rope4ance: (or 'cord
ax-dance') = the 'partridge-dance' (q.v.) of 
C:rete, Troy, and Palestine; 6. repentance: put
ting a rope on one's head: IKings 20, 31; 7. 
folklore: a hangman's rope has healing-powers· 
8. v. Knot, Chain. ' 
rosary 

L originally used to reckon time; its circular 

lurm suggests perpetual continuity; 2. originally 
It had I 08 beads, corresponding with the num
h1.•r of sins of the flesh; 3. devotion, meditation, 
nr mane repetition; 4. the circle of perfection; 
~. the book of the unlettered; 6. the waning of 
tune, futility of all aspiration: "Then what my 
~ain, if scorpion terrors lurk To tear my ham
ll·t-hcart out on the rose": H. Treece ("Rosa
ry"); 7. connected with the Rose. 
rose 

I. connected with the Great Goddess: the fe
male generative principle, physical love, spring, 
1•011th (originally connected with androgynous 
deities): A. Egypt: sacred to Isis; the relation of 
Apuleius' Golden Ass with her roses: the pure 
devotion that is able to redeem the heart of 
man as it redeemed the ass, q.v.; for. another 
connection with the ass through Midas: v. Ass; 
II. O.T.: the Rose of Sharon, the beloved in SoS 
(2, I; it may have been a crocus or daffodil): a. 
fertil ity; b. Israel; C. Greece: I. sacred to 
Aphrodite: a. the rose first bloomed when 
Aphrodite was born from the sea (Anacreon); 
b. Aphrodite, hurrying to wounded Adonis, 
scratched her legs at a rose (which was always 
white then), and then some roses turned red; c. 
or the rose was born from the blood of Adonis 
(= a dying nature god), when Aphrodite mourn
ed for him (Bion); d. Venus boasts to Adonis 
that she has conquered Mars "leading him pris
oner in a red rose chain": Ven. 110; 2. sacred 
to the Graces (= spring fert ility); 3. sacred to 
Eos (Aurora): 'rosy-fingered Dawn'; 4. sacred 
to Persephone as harbinger of spring; 5. newly
weds slept in beds strewn with roses, p illows 
fi lled with roses, had bridal rose-wreaths, etc.; 
moreover there are constant comparisons with 
the physical attributes of the beloved (e.g. the 
b reath) or place of meeting; D. Rome: enduring 
love: roses were placed on graves and the fore
heads of the dead; E. Early Christians: the rose 
was a compulsory badge to be worn by prosti
tutes as a mark of disgrace; F.M.A.: a. 'courtly 
love' (for another man's wife): couched in 
terms identical with songs about Mary, it had 
the rose as its principal symbol (e.g. "Roman de 
la Rose", especially 2, 1695 - 1703), as it ex
pressed all one loved a woman for: idleness, 
gladness, courtesy, wealth, youth; its thorns 
then stood for pride, evil tongue, modesty , and 
fear; b. in ballads: e.g. Margaret and William's 
graves had intertwining roses growing upon 
them; G. Renaissance: a. frank sexu;il love; b. 
"he wqrs the rose of youth upon him": Ant. 3, 
1 3; H. end of the 19th cent.: desecration of 
love (e.g. Swinburne's "roses of mire"), lust, 
vice: 

rose 

II. spiritual love, 11irruous beauty: A.M.A. : a. 
connected with Paradise: v. Dante below; b. 
emblem of Christ and the Virgin as Queen of 
Heaven and spiritual love: it opens only to the 
sun; it is often represented as !hornless; its col
our: a. red: (fire) chari ty, spirituality (complex 
petals). annihilation of vice through purifica
tion ; martyrs; b. white: virtue, virginity, love of 
God; virgins; c. reward for saints: e.g. Cecilia, 
Elizabeth of Hungary; d. connected with the 
rosary: in which green expresses joy, the thorns 
sorrow, and the rose glory; B. Shakespeare: a. 
"the rose on the fair forehead of an innocent 
love", as the opposite of Cain's blister: Ham. 3, 
4; b. "rose of May" is the title Laertes gives to 
the (now mad) Ophelia: Ham. 4, 5;C. modern: 
e.g. E. Sitwell ("Canticle of the Rose") : crush
ed by war, the declining rose of her earlier 
poems has undergone its last agony; watered by 
Christ's blood, it awaits resurrection: natural 
joy in primal iunocence, lo~ ~ now lost but re
deemable, resurrection through forgiveness, the 
Incarnation; and: primal matter, Creation; 

111. intellectual beauty, perfection, sun : a. 
from Spenser to Shelley it represented Intellect
ual Beauty; b. a paragon, a peerless person, es
pecially a woman of virtuous beauty or excel
lence: "That thereby beauty's rose might never 
die" (Sonn. 1); and "Th'expectancy and rose of 
the fair s tate" (Ham. 3, 2); c. "I see a rose Bud 
in the bright east, and disclose The pilgrim 
sun": Vaughan ("The Search"); v. also II , A, b; 

IV. (trafJSCendence of} the human spirit, 
unity: A. Rosicrucian: the rose of Eternity, to 
be gained through suffering renunciation on the 
Cross of Time; the rose = the mystical condi
tion, in which the human values of love, beau
ty, goodness, a nd joy would be marvellously 
transfigured , and the apparent divisions of 
moral life would be seen in their eternal, inef
fable union; so with the cross it stands for the 
conjunction of opposites; beside the Order of 
the Golden Dawn the Posicrucians had the Or
der of the Alchemical Rose; B. alch.: the trans
mutation of matter into spirit; C. the 'ecstasy 
of indifference' (E. Bowen: "Look at all the 
roses''): absence of all desire, being above mis
ery and crime; D. vision, aspiration towards 
transcendence: a. V. Woolf: the moment of 
true vision in solitude in time, when diverse
seeming opposites attain fulfilment; b." E.M. 
Forster: humanity pursuing real values of love, 
integrity, freedom of spirit, surmounting class
conditions; E. unity: a. Cabala: v. also Yeats; b. 
the Mystic Centre, the Heart; 

V. inspiration (especially of love-poetry): A. 
Persia: a nightingale fell in love with a white 
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rose 

rose and sang till it d ied on the th orns, staining it 
red with blood : inspiration fo r poetry of love; 
B. G reece: a. sacred to the Mu ses; b. sacred to 
Dionysus as the god of wine, which inspires 
love and love-poetry; though the rose (in 
Greece) represented natural fecundity , its 
meaning was frequent ly lim ited to wine: it dec
orated banquets, was worn in wreaths, shredded 
petals were tossed in wine-bowls, e tc. to typify 
a compou nded joy: wine, love, beauty, song, 
spring, and youth; C. general: e.g. Herrick: nat
ural beauty as inspirat ion to poetry; 

VI. transitoriness, death, and resurrection: 
a. Rome: especia lly a withered rose: lament for 
the brevity of joy; moreover em blem of Elys
ium, the hereafter; b. Shakespeare: the rose of
ten smells even better when dying (Sonn. 54); 
thus the opposite of the Lily; c. 0. Khayyam 
(fitzGerald's transl.): the rose grows bes: where 
some buried Caesar bled; 

VII. vanity: especially in the 17 th cent. : 
temporal vanity, joys, and follies; but there are 
exceptions: e.g. Vaughan (= holiness), and Mar
vel (=goodness destroyed); 

VIII. victory: Rom e: reward for noble ac
t ions; 

IX.festal: a. for G reece: v. V, B, b; b. 
Rome: crowns of roses were often prcscri bed 
on fes tive occasio ns; 

X. secrecy: 'sub rosa': symbo l of Horus, 
identified with Harpocrates = the god of si
lence; often found above confcssio1rnls; 

XI. the Occident, as the opposite of the 
Chrysanthemum of the O rient ; 

XI I. her.: a. youth, beauty, charm, joy, in
nocence, gentleness, and sile nce; b. colours: 
white: joy; purple : sorrow; golden: fame; blue: 
faithful unto death ; c. martial honour: the bat
tle-field was often called the rose-garden ; d. 
England: the emblem of the Tudors; the rose as 
emblem of roya lty in E ngland was introduced 
by Eleonor of Provence, wife of Henry III , the 
red rose of Lancash ire by the Count of Egmont 
(after the campaign in the Provence c. 1277); 
the White Rose of York was just chosen as the 
opposite of the red one, when the fight startcd;v. 
also Red and White Rose below; 

XIII . psych.: A. F reud: female sexual or
gans; a ll flowers and blossoms had that meaning 
fo r him , but especia lly the vulva-shaped rose; it 
is also the first rose of love, and an ingredie nt 
of love-philtres; B. Jung: a. in tegration of per
sonality: the balance between the conscious 
and the unconscious ; b. the world as circle and 
God as the centre (mandala); c. circular (sun, 
wholeness, pe rfec tion) and fert ility; 

XIV. combinations: A. rose-garden: a. t he 
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New Jerusalem; b. De Meu ng ("Roman de lu 
Rose"): the Earthly Paradise: regeneration : till' 
d ivine command to copula te, as love supreme, 
the com bination of the mortal and the divine, 
c. v. T.S. El iot below, and XII ; B. colours: I. 
white: a. purity, virginity, abst ract thought , s1 
lence ; b. the badge of the House of York ; c 
dried: death preferred to loss of innocence: 2. 
red: a. pa ssio n. desire. admiration; b. blushing. 
embarrassment, shame; c. death. martyrdom ; d 
marriage, union. motherhood; e. t he House of 
Lancaster; v. also Xll ; 3. blue: a. the impos
sible; b. v. XII ; 4. golden: a. absolute achieve· 
mcnt; b. the Golden Rose: w rought of gold and 
set wi th gems, is blessed by the Pope on tht• 
fourth Sunday in Lent ("Laetare", with rosc
fest ivals in France) and sent to a distinguished 
individual, institute, community, etc. as one ot 
the highest honours (since at least t he 11th 
cen t.): v. a lso Xll; 5. yellow: infidelity, jealousy, 
C. varieties: I . Guelder rose: a. connected 
wit h the 12th month (October - Novem ber) , 
the last but one, of the Celtic tree-alphabet (let
ter Ng or Gn); b. age, winter, young though old : 
2. v. Damask rose separate ; D. rose-window: 
eternity; 

XV. special literary references: A. Dante: a. 
a ttribute of the authors of the N.T.: the oppo· 
site of the tleur-de-lis (= pu rity of faith and 
teaching) of the writers of the O.T.; it means 
charity (Pu rg. 29); b. fulfilment of the spiritual 
qu est , embracing secular and church-love: fu lfil
ment in eternity of temporal things, since spirit
ualizcd courtly love (fo r dead Beatrice) had 
made him understand divine love; c. so in the 
fi na l chapters of "Paradiso" he sees how the 
blessed, in heavenly form and multitude, form 
one e normous, sun-lit rose (the mystery of the 
created universe), with Mary as Queen of Heav
en in the centre; .somewhere higher (= visible 
only to purer vision) is th e Trinity, of which he 
only retains the memory of three Circles; the 
flower is divided down the middle and across, 
\vith horizon tally on one side the male saints, 
and the female on the other; and below them 
the souls of beatified children; d. it also means 
the triumph of the Empire, as a co.equal guide 
of man with the Church; B. W. Blake : 'S ick 
Rose': a. repressed sexuality: its thorns are re
pression in Man, and jealousy and 'modesty' in 
Woman (thus the opposite of the Lily); b. na t
ural love contaminated by the rational C hristian 
view that regards unfe ttered love as evil ; c. in
nocence contaminated by experience; d. good
ness contaminated by corruption, imagination 
by evil, eternity by t ime, etc.; C. Ma/larme: a. 
imperfect love, fail; ng to reach the ideal of 
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ilrcams; b. the natural joys of. childhood; D. J. 
I oforgue: Catholic ~ypocr!sy: sensual lusts. an 
Impoverished substitute tor the JOYS of the 
•Uul: the Pickle Moon= the Rose Queen; E. 0. 
Wilde: a. corruption (Picture of D. Gray) ; b. 
"Salome": the roses, like the moon, cha~gc .col
our and quality, reflect the progr~ss _ot evil m 
the play, starting at cruel white vu gm tty, and 
turning to red lust, blood an? d_eath; P. W.8. 
Yeats: a. art : the cxpres.~10n ot spmtual reahttcs 
through material symbols; b. Dark Rosalc.cn: 
(poli tical) Irelan d; c. hopeless l~ve <Maud) , d. 
the physical death-wish, plus rebirth, t.eadmg to 
the rosy millennium after the destrucu on of cx-
1~ting things ; e . the organization of ~lements, 
even of opposites, providing catharsis, peace, 
und perfect order; f. the mystic transccndent a~ 
love of the Rosicrucians: v. IV, a; G. J. Joyce . 

our) then. and ha s remained so ever since; d. it 
grows a< tall as Christ in 33 years, and from 
then on 0nly broadens. but docs not grow high
er ; e. it hlooms o n Christmas Eve (Old - - ); 2. 
remembr·once: a. both for marr iages and funer
a ls, e.g. ll am. 4, 5; and Rom. (4, 5): "stick your 
rosemary On this fa ir corse". whe.re they had 
the rosemaries ready for the mamaj!e: h;, they 
symboli1e remembrance. because they keep 
Seeming (= appearance) and savour all wm ter 
tong": Wint. 4. 4; the same as the Rue. q.~.: 3. 
healing: e.g. its essence was used to revive a 
perso; after a faint (l'errault's .Talcs) ; it is a.tso 
used to make Eau de Cologne; 1t has a cleansmg 
quality; 4 . madness: in Lear (2 , 3) Edgar rc,lates 
that pim. nails. and 'sprig of rosemary are 
worn in the flesh of the Bedlams; . 

a. woman , fert ility: b. the nat ion ; c. a green 
rose: a. immature; b. the unattamable; c. Ire
land; H. T.S. Eliot: a. divine resolutio~: con
junction of opposites (cf. Dante); m Uttle 
G idding" it is the opposite of the Yew-tree . 
birth/death, desire/grief, etc.; b. the Anglo
Saxon C hurch; c. the moment of ecstasy m the 
frigid purgatorial fires ("East Coker"); d. re
birth; e. paper rose: modern, bawdy _cheapness, 
falseness, substitution of real love; t. the R ose 
Garden : retreat: wh at ha s been, or m ight l~ave 
been, is actua l for a momen t; the unrea!1zed 
poten tialities visualized ("Bu rnt Norton'); L 
D.H. Lawrence: a. in the ear ly poems: scx;b. m 
the later (e.g. "Grapes"): t he de?line o~ ~he 
modern spirit through intelle~tu_a l C hnsttan_ 
faith (as the opposite of the pnm1uve gra?~s), 
c. ("Women in Love":) a trans~endental v1s1on 
of the unity of life, identified with the moon; J. 
F. G. Lorca: woman (and heterosexual love): 
the opposite of ' blue' = masculine_ (and homo-. 
sexual love); K. D. Thomas: a. Chnst: v. ~orm. 
b "crooked rose" ("T he green fuse ): a. 
B

0

lake's "S ick Rose"; h. old (or wicked), decay
ed beauty, yet hopelessly seeking love; c. 
("Find meat on bones") a symbol of true love 
for which there will be time enough whe n the 
young man has grown old; the "ram rose" (play 
on "rambler rose"): male and female, andro

gyne. 
rosemary 

J . general: a. an evergreen shrub of the 
mint-family, grown fo r its fragrant v1?le~ flow
ers and leaves in Brita in , and for the 011 d1stt~le~ 
from it in F rance, Spain, e tc. ; b. as ' Ros Manna 
(sea-dew) it flourishes best within sound of the 
sea ; c. on the flight to Egypt Mary sp read 
Chris t's linen to dry on the rosemary bush, 
which was white, a nd it turned blue (he r col-

5 folklore: a. a woman's plant: it grows 
best. when planted by women ~like parsley. 
myrtle, etc.): b. fairy-plant: ~~ng m c_hurchc~ as 
a welcome to elves and fam es; c. it proti:cts 
again st evil spirits, witches, etc., so. also agamst 
thunder and light ning fsince the witches arc m 
charge of storms). 
Round Table 

I. general : a. the story of the Round Ta?Ie 
was originally independent of the_ Ar thunan 
saga; many Briton talcs must have existed abou t 
it; b. to put an end to the constant slaughte~ for 
precedence, a Round Ta?Ic wa~ made (111 4 
weeks), symbolizing equality, which could seat 
t ,600 men, yet could be cam ed ,around by 
Arthur ; later it seated 25 (t he Sun-Kmg and ~4 
sectors of green and white alter_nate l~); s ttH 
later 12 (the most effective psychic unit); c. 11 
is in t imately connected with the Grail; also 
th rough Joseph of Arima thca, w~o ·'. lso had a 
round table. 2. sun.emblem; beside tts round
ness, the ndmbers connected with i~ point to 
this: 4 (weeks in a mon th , seasons tn a year) 
nd 24 or 12 referring to the Zodiac; 3. earth, 

~ith the H. G rail as the Mystic Centre; v. 
Centre and Navel; 4. one of the seats was the 
'Siege Perilous', only to be occupied by an a?
solutcly innocent knight (worthy of t he fer ttl
ity.Crail) : pure Spring bringing new gro_wth ; 5.: 
the revolving Universe, w ith the Revolvmg Cas 
tie; v. Corona Borealis. 
rowan , .. 

I. = the Mountain-ash ; as 'qu~c.k-?eam _11 1s 
t he Tree of Life ; as 'wicken-trec 1t 1s a w1tch
tree; both refer to its being one of th~ most 
important (Northern) t rees connected with t~e 
Great Goddess of Love, Life, and Death_; 2. m 
the Celtic tree-alphabet it is connected with the 
second month (January - February): a. t he 
' quicken ing' of the year; b. in it falls Candlem as 
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rubbing 

Cf:ebrua.ry 2nd), one of the most important 
"'.1t_c~es sabbaths; 3. a witches' too l: wand for 
d1V1nmg metal; but it can also be used against 
them : fight. them with their own weapon; 4. a 
de~th-tree (111 _Wales_ it replaces the Yew-tree), 
which has berries of immortality (cf. Apple); 
. 5. oracular; 6. connected with war: it was 

kmdled ~Y the Druids to summon spirits to 
take part 1_n a battle; ?nd in Germanic myth it is 
Thor ~ dehverer, pulling him from the flooding 
V1m1r , ?·its berries: a. have the sustaining val
ue of nmi; m_eals; b. h~al wounds; e. add a year 
~o a mans !1fe; d. (with apples and red nuts) 
the food ot the Gods' (v. Red food); v. also 4; 

8. folklore: A. anti-witchcraft: a. used to make 
t~e cross-beam of the chimney (against light
ning, caused by witches); b. Rowan Tree Day = 
May 3rd = Holy Rood Day: the Invention of 
the Cross; thus Christianized its branches were 
brought into the house to safeguard it for the 
next year; c. on Quarter-<lays (q.v.) a wand was 
laid over the lintel of the house; d. horsewhips 
were made of 1t (so the witches would no t 
make the horses unmanageable); e. cradles 
should l_1ave rowan-wood rockers; B. related to 
the _Druids: of all the trees they grow best near 
ancien t stone circles and old burial places be
cause the Druids used them; 9. v. Birch' and 
Hazel. 
rubbing 

. 1. D. Thomas: a. friction; b. impediment, 
difficulty (from Hamlet); c. roughness, annoy
ance; 2. folklore: a. transfer of magical power 
from an object charged with vital force for the 
purpose of healing, prevention of evil 'charms 
etc. : e.g. cer tain ma~ic~ stones, Saints' images: 
etc., _b. very often this Vital force is related with 
fertlhty, even if no direct sexual connotation is 
felt any longer , as when gamblers rub dice a
ga1~st their 'thighs' for luck, or women against 
th.err breasts; cf. A laddin's Lamp; c. connected 
w~th the portentous job of fire-making (ru bbing 
sticks). 
ruby 

A. period: a. day: 5 o'clock in the after
noo? ; b. month: July; c. season: summer ; d. 
Zodiac: Leo (sometimes Capricorn, Taurus or 
Cancer); ' 

B. symbolizes: a. charity, love passion, 
beauty; b. dignity, (divine) power'. royalty: 
(Egypt) pl~ced in Pharaoh's sceptre (= uraeus 
sn_a~e)_;c ... hgh t, elegance, h_appiness;d. related to 
fames. Those be ru b1es, fairy favours": 
MND 2, l; e. rashness; f. associated with the 
holly-flower; 

C. virtues: a. it gives general health: "the 
natu1al ruby of your cheek": Mac. 3, 4 ; bu t 
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especially effective against the plague and 1t 
kills any poisonous reptile which it touches ; v 
also La_me_nt. 4, 7; b. it gives respect and au th or 
~ty; c. 1t gives courage, happiness and vitality; d. 
It g1~es pea~e and serenity; thus it protects 
chastity; e. 1t resists wine; f. when its colou1 
changes, it announces mischief coming· when 11 
has regained its natural colour the danger i ~ 
over; 

. D. the Bible: the Breastplate of the High 
priest ~ad a saidius or ruby in the first position : 
the tnbe of Reuben· 

E. Christian: a. Di~ine love; b. Dante: (Par. 
19:) the Blessed Spirits of those who were just 
rulers, now m the Sphere of Jupiter, appea r as 
rubies to Dante; 

F. other names: "pigeon's blood" or " lamp. 
stone"; v. Carbuncle. 
rudder 

I. steering, guide, authority; v. 4 and 5; 2. 
P_rudence, wisdom, safety; 3. universe pilot , di 
vme will: a. attribute of Nemesis; b. with a 
wheel: attribute of Tyche (Chance, Fortune) : 
she steers men's lives; 4. placed on a globe and 
accompanied by fasces: sovereign power; 5. (on 
a medal of Julius Caesar:) rudder + caduceus i 
cornucopia+ pontifical hat: the governmen t ol 
Caesar, which made the republic prosperous. 
rue 

I. grace, goodness: in an icon a nymph 
"'.cars a garland of rue to typify goodness ; 2. 
pity, mercy; 3. re pentance: a. "sour herb ol 
grace, Rue, even for ruth , here shortly shall be 
seen In the remembrance of a weeping queen": 
R2 3, 4; rue = repentance (which comes by 
God's grace) and pity; b. "we may call it herb· 
gr_ace o' Sundays: - 0 you must wear your rue 
wllh a _difference" (the last part is a heraldic 
term; with reference to the Queen): Ham. 4 , 5; 
v. also Rosemary; 4. purification: a. (with other 
strong-smelling herbs) it was strewn in the 
rooms of every house to prevent infection (Eli· 
z~bethan ~u_stom); b. Assizes Judges carry po
sies contammg rue against infection of gaoJ-fe. 
ver from the prisoners; 

5. bitterness, disdain, sorrow: a. "there's rue 
for you; and here's some for me": Ham. 4 , 5; b. 
m the ballad "Lady Alice" it is used for a 
funeral wreath: v. Majoram; 6. antidote against 
madness: garlands of parsley and rue were sen I 
m ~he M.A. to d ispel evil spirits; 7. antidote 
aga1~st poison: fort ified by rue the weasel 
(~hnst) attacks the basilisk-cockatrice (v. Basi
lisk= the Devil); Pliny (8, 4 1, and 20, 51); 8, 
changeable d isposi tion; 9. folklore: a. it grow9 
best when the plan t has been stolen; b. it coun
teracts all poisons and poisonous bites; c. it gen-

1•1ally strengthens eye-sight; therefore Pliny says 
that engravers, carvers, and painters eat it (20, 
' I ); d. it is good for the head, liver, and spleen, 
1•tc.; e. proverb: " Rue and thyme grow both in 
1111c garden". 
ruler 

I. measuring, standard of morality; a nu· 
mlnous activity, requiring due precautions; cf. 
Numbers, Counting, etc.; 2. reason, choice. 
Rumpelstilzkin 

I. the miller's daughter (= the daughter of 
Old Fertility) is taught how to "spin" gold 
(spring-fertility; v. also Spinning and Weaving) 
out of the straw of Old Vegetation by one of 
those Treasure-dwarfs (underground 'forgers' of 
lcrtility); 2. the guessing of the dwairs Name 
(q.v.) is a fe rtility-magic, like the finding of an 
ilnswer to a Riddle (q.v.), or the undoing of a 
Knot (q.v.); 3. psych.: the phallic dwarf teaches 
the girl to spin the gold of sexual emotions 
from her straw (vulva); at the orgasmic explo
sion of the over-hearing of his name (which she 
had been asked to seek) the half-buried dwarf 
diminishes to half his size. 
rune 

1. etym.: 'whisper', 'secret council', 'mys
tery'; 2. though probably formed originally of 
ash-twigs they are connected with monoliths; 3. 
Odin acquired his divine power by learning the 
magic runes, and hung them on Yggdrasil (v. 
Ash) to search out universe secrets; or, he in
vented th'! runes when he himself was hanging 
on Yggdrasil, pierced by a spear, in self·sacri· 
fice; 4. the alphabet was divided irito 3 groups 
of 8; 5. magic: a. safeguarding inscriptions on 
monoliths, protecting warriors, control of the 
weather, success in love, etc.; and curses; b. put 
under a dead man's tongue a rune becomes 
prophetic. 
rush 

I. general: a. the Eliz. floors were usually 
strewn with rushes; ref.: "Let wantons, light of 
heart, Tickle the senseless rushes with their 
heels" (= dance) : Rom. I, 4; b. they become 
brown and die from the top downwards, be· 
cause St. Patrick cursed them; 2. fertility: rush· 
es and osie r often made the Harvest Basket (v. 
Ark) fo r winnowing, in which also the New 

rye 

Year child (v. King, Sacred - ) often arrived; v. 
also Bulrushes; 3. wantonness: "She bids you 
on the wanton rushes lay you down": I H4 3, I ; 
v. also 6; 4. t ransitoriness: they wither "before 
any other herb": Job 8, I If.; 

5. docility, humility, quietness; 6. rush
rings: often used in peasant mock-marriages, 
e.g. "Tib's rush for Tom's forefinger" (A'sW 2, 
2); related to this: love "in which c:ige of rushes 
I am sure you are not a prisoner" (A YL 3, 2); 
7. Dante: he is girded with a rush girdle (ex
plained as sincerity , or loyalty, or humility) be· 
fo re he is allowed to pass from Hell to Purgato· 
ry; 8. W. Blake: "dank rushes" : physical and 
fruitfu l love; 9. folklore: protective: when gath
ered on St. Bride's Eve (January 31st) and 
made into small crosses (all without the use o f 
a knife); 

I O. v. Bulrush. and Reed. 
russet 

I. earth, filth ; 2. heat: a. violence, oppres
sion; b. the colour of Seth-Typhon-Satan; c. 
love of darkness and lies; 3. dawn: " the morn, 
in russet mantle clad, Walks o'er the dew of yon 
high eastern hill": Ham. I, I; 4. a russet man· 
tie: loss of good reputation. 
Russia 

1. darkness: "This will last out a night in 
Russia, Whe n nights are longest there": Meas. 2, 
l ; 2. birch-trees and bears; 3. Russian leather: 
very durable, used especially in book-binding; 
4. "Scratch a Russian and you'll find a Tartar": 
proverb. 
Ruth 

1. name: a. (female) friendship, beauty; b. 
anagram for 'turtle-dove'; 2. her mother' s name 
is Naomi (the same as Naamah, sister of Tubal· 
cain the 'smith') = ' the lovely', the 'pleasan t'= 
goddess of fe rtility (Demeter, Graces); she her
self is wandering (cf. Demeter) in the fields and 
married to Ploutos/ Boaz (cf. Persephone); Boaz 
is also the name of one of the pillars of the 
Temple: v. Jachin. 
rye 

connected with love: a. "when as the Rye 
reach to the chin", then my love will no longer· 
be a maid (Peele); b. the old love-song: "Com
ing through the rye". 
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I. Hebr. 'samcch' (prop); Egyptian hicr.: 

chair-backs (or, 'sh ' = flood); Celtic: willow; 
A.S.: sun; 2. symbolizes: a. Sanitas (health); b. 
serpent (of wisdom); c. Chr.: Spiritus, or Sanc
tus; 3. correspondences: a. season: April 25-
May 13; b. body: lungs; c. astro l.: Pisces (or, 
Cancer); d. Tarot : the Sun; 4. folklore: a. a 
magically potcnl sign with curative and protec
tive (e.g. against fire) qualities, especially when 
in swastika-form (= 2 crossed S's); b . Collar of 
SS: ornamental chain forming part of the in
signia of knigh !hood; originally the badge of 
the House of Lancaster. 
Sabbat (Witches' - ) 

I. meetings of witches held esp. on solstices 
and cquinoctia. or on hunting ceremonies, or 
the mating-times of animals, thus showing their 
descent from ancient (female) fert ili ty-rites; 
there are various explanations of the word 'sab
bat' (esbat), the simplest being the Hebrew 
word: 2. assembly: after smearing themselves 
with (intoxicating) 'flying ointment', they flew 
to the meetings on forked sticks or broom
sticks; they met at cross-roads. woods, wild 
fields, churches, mountain-tops, etc.; after do
ing homage to the Master (who was, or repre
sented, the Devil) by kissing his fundament , 
they usually held banquets; most agreed that 
whatever they ate was disgusting (e.g. the disin
terred bodies of children); then dances were 
held in circles (an ti-clockwise), or back-to-back; 
then followed indiscriminate copulations, often 
in the fo rm of incest, sodomy, bestiality. e tc., 
or with the Master himself; the latter inter
course was generally declared painful, being 
performed by a 'scaly' member, an enormous 
member, or a dildo (coldness, both of member 
and semen, generally agreed upon); the meeting 
ended at cock-crow. 
sackcloth 

I. form: a kind of bag was worn in which 
ashes were put, leaving the upper part of the 
body naked; it is related to 'wallowing' in the 
dust or ashes, as described in Jer. 6, 26; 2. ex
plained: a kind' of ancestor-worship; it was 
worn to atone fo r the dead (imitating his con
tact with 'dust), o r as a sign of covenant with 
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the dead not to be jealously malicious, but 
helpful: 3. beside mourning it may indicate: a 
penitence: (false) prophets often wore it; b. al 
fliction: the king took on sackcloth in Saman;i 
when the Syrian siege caused famine (2Kings 7, 
30ff.). 
sacrifice 

I. the essence: the restoration of the BalanC\' 
of Nature (Themis) which has somehow been 
upset, or the continuation of the 'primordial 
sacrifice' (there is no creation, or regeneration. 
before destruction): a hero (or his subst itute) " 
killed and flayed and the stuffed body seen as a 
renewal of the earth's fertil ity; examples ol 
'cosmogony ': a. Babylon: the killing of the cha 
os-monster. mother Tiamat ; b. Germ.: the G1 
ant Ymir, d ismembered by the Aesir Gods; 

II. O.T.: A. pulling the hand on the head ol 
the sacrificia l animal: a. substitu tion ; b. unifica
tion with the god; c. pointing out the sacrifice 
to god; B. other forms: I. burnt offering for 
atonemen t: a. animal: a male without blemish, 
of wh ich the head and fat went first and then 
the rest and the inwards were washed before 
sacrifice (Lev. l , 9 and 13); b. a 'meat offeri ng' 
of fine flour, mixed with frankincense and oil, 
and partly burnt, the rest going to the priests 
(as taxation, but originally meant as 'feeding 
the god') ; 2. a peace-offering: fat, kidneys, and 
Ca ul of the liver wen t to the Lord, the rest be
ing shared by priest and offerer as a commu
nion; the priest's portions were 'waved', 
'heaved', or 'stretched' to the Lord (e.g. a 
'heave shoulder' and a 'wave breast '): Lev. 7, 
34; 3. a sin-offering: a young bull or male kid 
(or, if a commoner, a female kid. or lam b, or 
two doves); 4. offering of the first-born of all 
humans, animals, o r grains: they 'belonged to 
the Lord' (desacralisation; cf. Pliny 28, 5); if 
they do not sacrifice them, a substitute is re
quired: a. of humans : 'making children pass 
through the fire ' ; perhaps 'Moloch' did not 
mean 'king' (m-1-k) but 'votive offering': the 
children were first killed and then burn t (like 
the cattle); v. Child; b. Eze. (20, 25ff.) recog
nized the practice as J 'statute' given by Yah
weh; remnants of the practice can be seen in 
the stories of Abraham, Jephthah , etc.; v. also 

I)(. 12, 13, and Micah 6 , 7; 'passing throu1,th the 
li re' may have been no more than the European 
purifying bonfire rites (leaping through or over 
1hc flames), cf. Beltane: Jephthah's 'rash' vow 
l111ds parallels in the Gr. stories of Maiander 
(son of Cercaphus). ldomeneus, and the prics-
1css in Pausanias 9. 33; c. as shepherds they 
must originally only have had animal and hu· 
man sacrifices, of which the blood (= seat of 
hfc) and the most 'tasty' morsels were for the 
(;od; meal, salt and wine may have come later 
(though wine and oil libations are very old); 

Ill. the holocaust (= a burnt offering in 
which the sacrifice was burnt completely) signi
fied, on the part of the offerer, complete devo
tion of h imself and all his substance; on the 
part of the victim. the completeness of ex pia
tion; 

IV. when the offered gift has lost its original 
meaning of 'higher religious sacrifice', it has 
taken on an inner relationship with the hero (or 
god) : bull = Zeus-Zagreus, lamb = Christ, etc.: 
the animal may have represented the god him
self, or was the god right from the beginning 
('offering myself to myself); (psych.:) the ani
mal represents the animal nature of the god (= 
the instinctual libido of the sacrificer); 

V. there was an Egypto-Hebraic and Cana
<mite custom of burying a human sacrifice un
der the foundations of a ne w building (to re
move evil spirits). e.g. Isa. 57, 5; 

VI. psych.: a. the annual sacrifice of a maid
en to a dragon (monster, etc.): in ord.er to mol
lify the wrath of the Terrible Mother, the most 
be.autiful girl was sacrificed as a symbol of 
man's concupiscence; the milder fo rms are sclf
castration or circumcision; 2. v. Hero. 
saffron 

I. use : a. as a perfu me it was strewn in 
Greek halls and Roman baths and theatres (of
ten with wine); also used as eye-shadow; b. Cel
tic: in the delightful subterranean land of 
dwarfs people feed on milk and saffron; c. 
Eliz.: a sudorific, a colouring for pastry, and a 
starch; 2 . meaning: a. Gr.: originally a royal 
colour (e.g. J ason 's robe in Pindar, Pyth. O. 4 , 
232). but, because of its connotation of luxury, 
it was later appropriated by the hetaerae; b. 
Christian: a. charity; b. attribute of the Virgin ; 
3. combinations: a. robe : of Dawn: e.g. Iliad 8, 
l; Ovid (Art. Am. 3, 179); or of Hymen: Ovid 
(Metam. I 0, I). in Eliz. masques (e.g. B. 
Jonson's " Hymenai"): it is an aphrodisiac and 
likes being trodden on; or of the Muses: " the 
saffron-robed Muses this to the far-flinging son of 
Zeus ... " (Aleman , fragment); b. wings: of 
Iris: Temp. 4, I; c. car: of Aurora (Dawn): Ovid 

sail 

(Metam. 3, 150): 4. astral.: the herb of the Sun. 
and under Leo, so it strengthens the heart ex
ceedingly; 4. v. Yellow. 
sage (plant) 

I. general: a. the plant has big blue flowers 
and has a long life after being picked; b. as it 
was brought to england by the Romans and 
dropped by them on the roads, it grows best 
where they passed; c. a woman's flower: 2. it 
has medicinal qualities: ' sage'= Lat. 'salvia', rel. 
to 'salvo' (I save); it is an emblem for itealth 
and is generally restorative: "He tha t would live 
for aye must eat sage in May" (= just before it 
blooms): prov. ; 3. remembrance: strewn on 
graves (cf. Rosemary). 
sage (wise man) 

I . landscape: connected with: a. mountain
peaks, reaching towards heaven and divinity; b. 
desert places in general; 2. they direct the pat
terns of life without noticeable activity. 
Sagittarius 

I. general: a. 9th sign of the Zodiac; b. re
presen ted as a Centaur preparing to shoot an 
arrow: c. Southernmost zodiacal constella tion; 
near its Western border is the winter-solstice. 
and its region is the di;cction of the centre of 
our spiral galaxy; d. Babylon: Nergal-Mars (late; 
Chciron) : autum-equinox, owing to the zodia
cal precession; e. its quality: dry. hot, mascu
Hne, for tuna te; 2. period of dea th (season of 
hunting) and thought-manifestations; it inaugu
rates a month of storm; 3. correspondences: a. 
body: thighs; b. colour: blue; c. element: fire; 
d. planet: Jupiter; e. landscape: quicksand and 
centres of magic; f. Tarot: the Hermit ; 4 . 
psych .: a. a Ladder to Heaven (arrow); sublima
tion; b. complete man: animal (lower part), spi
ritual (man-part), and divine (arrow); c. ten
sion: arrow - arc - rainbow; d. those born under 
it are : ambitious and impatient explorers, esp. 
in the political, in~ellcctua l and artistic field ; 
they are horsey and doggy people, good mixers; 
they often show their best qualit ies only later 
in life; 5. famous people: W. Churchill, L. von 
Beethoven, Milton. 
sail 

I. associated with wind: a. fertility and de
sires: " we have laughed to see the sails conceive 
And grow big-bellied with the wanton wind" 
(MND 2, I); pregnancy; b. emblem for the ele
ment Air; 2. related to Boat: a. adventure, ac
tion; b. the 'boat' of the heavenly bodies (esp. 
Sun and Moon); 3. 0. Thomas: 'shrouded sail' 
('The green fuse'): relates 'shroud' (ropes of the 
sails) to the 'shroud' used at funerals; thus it 
connects Theseus and Tristan; cf. K. John (5, 7): 
"And all the shrouds wherewith my life should 
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sa ilor 

sail .. '; 4. swelling powers: I shall "Be like a king 
and sho~ my sail of greatness": HS I , 2; :i. 
strike sail : humble oneself: "Now Margere t 
must strike her sail": 31-16 3, 3; 6. purple sails: 
of C leopatra 's barge (An t. 2, 2) a11d conse
q~ently of Roman emperors (Pliny 19, 5) . 
sailor 

I. joins in all Sea and Sail symbolism, e.g. 
mastering the unconscious; 2. folklore: i t is 
lucky to touch a sailor ('s collar), esp. in inland 
towns. 
saint 

!._?rig.: a. O.T. : any of the chosen of god; 
b. N. J. : any member of the Christian Church· 
c. since 6th cent.: honorary title to the dead 
whose cult the Church celebrates; 2. the Seven 
Champions (= t he Seven National Sain ts) : 
Andrew (Scotland), An thony (I taly), David 
(Wales), Denis (France), George (England) 
James (Spain), Pat rick (Ireland); 3. Yeats: (opp'.
of Hunchback:) wants to escape from the past 
into mere nothingness (v. a lso Moon, Phases of 
the - ). 
salamander 

l. it lives in fire, which it quenches with the 
extreme coldness of its body (Pliny I O, 86f.); 
t herefore: a. related to the elemen t of F ire (and 
to Asbestos); b. it personifies the Devil: it is the 
most wicked of venomous creatures, killing 
without remorse; c. the King of f'i re =Christ ; d. 
chastity and virginity: keeping cool amid the 
fires of passion; and there is no difference in 
sex; e. a soldier surviving the fire of the bat tle; 
the fie ry red face of a man, etc.; " I have main
tained that salamander of yours with fi re ... " 
(I H4 3, 3); 2. justice: a. M.A.: it keeps a good 
fire going and extinguishes a bad one; b. em
blem of the King of Prance, Francois I : 'Nutris
co ~ t Extinguo'; 3. Greek: emblem of Win ter, as 
varian t of the Serpen t (v. Seasons); 4. Christian : 
a. baptis~; b. enduring and t riu mphant fa ith ; 5. 
Occult: mnuences man's sanguine te mpera
ment; 6. her. : a. ofte n represen ted as a kind of 
dragon with flames issu ing from its mouth (cf. 
I , b); b. constancy. 
salmon 

l. it works itself (often fa r) inland over
coming incredible obstacles without taking food · 
after spawning- most kinds die; 2. wisdom : a.' 
the word may be rela ted to the extensive and 
significan t s-1-m stem (e.g. Solo mon); b. sal
mons fed o n the nu ts fa llen fro m the nine Ha
zels (q.v.) of poetic art, giving wisdom for bat
ti~ as ~ell as for poetry; 3. t he King of the 
River ~1sh : they are difficult to catch , seeing 
th.ey hide in (philosophical) re tirement ; as 
Kmgs they suggest abundance; 4 . Norse: one of 
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the disguises of cunning Loki, when he wanted 
•O escape from the gods he had offended with 
foul words; 5. D. Thomas: connected with sun 
(The Prologue'): derived from 1; 6. prov.: "Sal· 
mon and sermon have their season in Lent". 
salt 

I. preservative: a. Christ told his disciple~ 
they must be salted themselves, in case the oth
er salt lose its property (e.g. Ma tth. 5, J 3) ; 
therefore also = virtue; b. (you have) . .. "somc 
relish of the saltiness of time" (2H4 I , 2): meat 
kept bcyon.d its normal freshness, so = old age; 
2. punficat1o n: a. a newborn child was washed 
and salted (Eze. 16, 4); perhaps also to harden 
the skin and a general defence against evil pow
ers (v. 9); b. used to purify a spring of water in 
2Kings 2, 2 l f.; 3. indestructible, immortality : 
therefore called 'divine' by Homer; 4. wisdom: 
a. personified Wisdom holds a salt-cellar: 'Sal 
Sapientiae'; b. used in the emblem of Hagia 
Sophia; 

5. frui tfulness: a. re la ted to sex-semen (v. 6, 
b); b. embryo in am niotic water (D. Thomas) ; 
c. salted herbage given to flocks increase the 
production of milk through drinking more; 6. 
body-fluids: a. tears: D. Thomas: "sow my sail 
seed in the least valley of sackcloth" ('Refusa l 
to mourn'); b. semen , sexual heat: t he 'salt o f 
youth' (Wiv. 2, 3), 'salt imagination' (Meas. 5, 
1), 'salt Cleopatra' (Ant. 2, I), 'as salt as wolves 
in pride' (0th. 3, 3); c. sweat; 7. covenan t: a. the 
Salt of the Covenant (Lev. 2, 13; Num.18 , 19 ; 
2Chron. 13, 5) was put on the 'meat' 
(= flour) sacrifices: the habitual use of salt indi
cates the step from a nomadic to an agricultural 
life ('bread and salt ' com bination); b. covenants 
were made over salted sacrifices, which is relat
ed to the sal - 'salarium' (= the a llowance of 
salt in the Roman army to officers and men); 8. 
barrenness: a. in Judg. 9, 45 salt is sown on a 
destroyed city, both as a magic curse and to 
make it barren forever (cf. Pliny 31, 39); b. 
witches also sprinkle salt (with curses) on arable 
land to make it barren; 9. protection agains t 
evil spirits, witches, even the Devil: a. neither 
fa iries nor witches ever touch salt (cf. 7, a) ; b. 
when salt has been spilt , it must (generally) be 
thrown over the left sho ulder (" the Devil's 
side); cf. modern use at Baptism ; 

l 0. general bad luck: a. salt was prohibited 
at meals among the Egyp tians, as it was re lated 
to Set-Typhon ; b. Odysseus predic ted th e IO 
years of T rojan War by flinging salt over his 
shoulder while sowing in his feigned madness; c. 
Rome: sacrificial victims were led to death with 
salt o n their heads, and it was an evil omen if 
they shook it off; d . L. da Vinci in his 'Last 

Supper' painted an overturned salt-cellar by the 
\Ide of Judas; 11. a/ch.: one of the names of the 
l'nma Ma teria; 12. bitterness: 'salt scorn' (Troil. 
I . 3); 13. v. Sea, Sailor. Sirem, etc. 
Samhain 

I. Celtic winter solstice fest ival, celebrated 
abou t November I (and its Eve), and so related 
10 1-lallowe'en and the opposite of Beltane; the 
day on which the forces of winter overcome 
lhose of fert ile summer; 2. thus being a day in, 
and ou t of, t ime, it was a day on which fa iries 
and ghosts were abou t, requiring masks to hide 
from the former and ancestor-worship rites to 
placate the latter; 3. a period of Involution 
(q.v.), accompanied by the death of many 
(sun-)heroes, e.g. Diarmaid and CuChu lainn; in 
order to induce involu tivc Chaos, a series of 
festivit ies arc held upsett ing the normal order 
of society (cf. the Carnaval season from early 
November till Spring). 
samite 

a rich sil k material ('six-thread') usually con
nected with puri ty and the supernatural; in the 
Grail-legends: a. t he 1-1. Grail, appearing in the 
hall at Camelot, was covered with a cloth of 
white samite (n:d when Lancelot saw it later); 
b. the Miraculous Ship was covered with white 
samite; c. when Galahad arrived at Camelot he 
was dressed in samitc and ermine; d. Gawain 
and Hector, in a ruinous chapel, have a vision of 
an arm and hand, draped in red sam ite, holding 
a candle and bridle: charity, dressed in grace, 
con taining tru th and abstinence. 
Samson 

1. the name means 'sun'; 2. solar character
istics: a. solar heroes always kill the lion (= 
summer heat) with their bare hands: they kill 
themselves as dying suns; b. an angel descending 
in a fl ame announced his birth; c. his long hair 
(q.v.) was put up in 7 braids (cf. Gilgamesh, 
Helios, and Mith ra's seven rays); d. he bound 
firebrands to the tails of 300 foxes (300 day s of 
the solar year); e. " the cords that were upon his 
arms became as flax that was burn t with fire" 
(Judg. 15, 14 ; a lso 16, 9, e tc.); f. at his decline 
his hair (rays) was first sho rn , then he was 
' blinded' (= sun below the horizon ; or, = cast ra
ted: the death of fert ility) and he died standing 
between the pillars o f Sunset (cf. Melkarth
Hercules Pilla rs); g. sun-bound to the mill (of 
the revolving heavens) he caused complete de
struction when he pulled down the pillars (of 
heaven) and the sky-roof came down ; h. the ass 
(= scorching, sou them Set-Typhcn) is rela ted to 
him ; 3. lunar characteristics: a. he started for 
Gaza (= the underworld of darkness) at mid-

sandal 

night, and did not sleep till morning (perhaps 
the sun's Nigh t-crossing); b. he had 30 compan
ions (and 30 is a lunar number). 
sand 

l. barrenness, fru itless labour: connected 
with the Desert; 2. indefinite, but countless 
number : " I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 
will multiply thy seed ... " as the sand upon the 
sea shore (Gen . 22, 17); 3. conn ected with the 
beach : a. hope, safety (from drowning); b. eva
nescence: "One day I wrote her name upon the 
strand, But came the waves and washed it away": 
E. Spenser (Sonn.); 4. time (hour-glass): "for 
ere the glass, that now begins to run, Finish the 
process of his sandy hour. .. " Hl6 4, 2; 

5. endurance, courage: it withstands water; 
6. connecte d with sleep: Sandman (eye-rub
bing); 7. instability: "a foo lish man which built 
his house upon the sand" (Matth. 7, 26-7); thus 
the o pposite of Rock; 8. punishment in l lell: 
burning sand, with flakes of fire raining o n 
them , is the pun ishment in Dan te (C. 14) for: a. 
blasphemers (e.g. Capaneus), lying supine: vio
lence against god; b. usurers: sitt ing crouched: 
violence against nature and art; c. sodomites: 
roam ing incessan tly: vio lence against nature; 9. 
impressionability: " like a nymph with long dis
hevelled hair, Dancing on the sands, and yet no 
foot ing seen": Ven. 147; 10. Microcosm, the 
world in its smallest form : " To see a World in a 
Grain of Sand": W. Blake (Aug. of Inn.). 
sandal 

I. royalty, wealth: though sandals may have 
been worn more generally in Egypt , the artists 
represented them only as worn by men and 
members of the royal family; 2. freedom: 
Eumelus-fragm.; 3. humility: a. until 1~cently 

worn by certain monks; b. a tt r. of a pilgrim: 
" How should I you r t rue love know, F rom an
o ther one? By h is cockle-hat and staff, And his 
sandal shoon" (old ballad, quoted in Ham. 4 , 
5); 4. one sandal only: the mark o f warriors 
(e.g. Jason): it was worn on the left foo t (= the 
inimical foot , perh. for kicking); 

5. lowest mate rial life, yet a means of ma
king spiritual progress (W. Blake); 6. winged 
sandals: A. swiftpess: a. a ttr. of sun and wind
deities; b . of Mercury a nd Iris as the messengers 
of the gods; c. of Perseus, when he wen t to kill 
Medusa; B. loft iness of spiri t: related to Pega
sus; 7. go without sandals: a. poverty; b. 
mourning; 8. carrying someone's sandals: hu
mility ( the lowest chore): a. the task of a newly 
bough t slave; b. Christian disciples considered it 
an honour to do this for their masters; 9. tying 
sandals pf newly married couples: a Semit ic 
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sandalwood 

symbol of the marriage rnntract: a. going 
through life together; b. shares in the sexual 
sy mbolism of Shoe (q.v.); 10. golden sandals: 
sun-attribute: worn by Dawn (Sappho) and He
ra (Hesiod: Theog.); modern variant: the red 
sandals of the sun: J . Baldwin. 
sandalwood 

1. exotic: it had to be fetched at least as fa r 
as India: 2. fragrance: a. oil distilled from it was 
used in making perfume; b . "The o;andal tree · 
perfumes the axe that fcUs it" (only true of the 
harder centre of the older trees of the yellow 
variety); 3. sacred wood: used in making images 
and in religious ceremonies. 
sap 

1. life-fluid (blood, semen , e tc.}: a. "Come 
on , my queen, There's sap in ' t yet " lAnt. 3, 
13; cf. Wint. 4, 4) ; b. "If with the sap of reason 
you would quench, Ur but allay the fire of pas
sion" (H8 I, 1 ); 2. celestial milk of the Mo ther
goddess (sometimes given as the origin of the 
Milky Way). 
sapphire 

I. period: a. month: September; b. astrol.: 
Virgo or Libra and Saturn; 2. symbolizes: a. 
conscience; b. heavenly meditation, hope; c. pu
rity; 3. virtues: a. brings sincerity; b. promotes 
constancy, since it becomes pale when the giver 
is unfaithful (as happens so often in ballads); c. 
calms and preserves youth and courage; 4. 
Bible: a. on the Breastplate of the Highpricst it 
probably represented the tribe of lssachar : b. a 
pavement of sapphires under the feet of God 
was seen by Moses (Ex. 24, I 0); as was God's 
throne in Ezekiel's vision; c. I " lay thy founda
tions with sapphires" (Isa. 54, 11 ); d. the gates 
of the New Jerusalem were to be sapphires and 
emerald (Tob. 13, 21); c. ' po lished' body (= 
bones): Lament. 4, 7: f. Solomon 's seal and the 
two Tablets of Mosaic Law were believed to be 
made of sapphires; 5. Christian: preserver of 
chastity, so: emblem of the Virgin ; and it is a 
cardinal's stone; 6. her. : a. piety and sincerity; 
b. in blazoning by the names of precious stones 
it represents the tincture of azure (blue). 
Sarah 

1. one of the few characters in the Bible 
with a sense of humour (lzaac = 'laughter'): 
Gen. 18, 12; 2. Christian: Sarah= Ecclesia; Ha
gar = Synagogue. 
sarcophagus 

I. Pliny derives the word from Gr. 'sarx' (= 
flesh) + 'phagein ' (=to eat), because its material 
(limestone) quickly dissolves the body; 2. femi
nine (symbol of containment): earth as the be
ginning and end of life; 3. shares in the symbol
ism o f any receptacle and Boat ; 4. a/ch.: 'the ' 
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philosophical egg' (= the vessel of transrnut:t 
tion) . 
sard (-ine, -ius) 

I. sardine is mentioned, with jasper, as thl· 
colour of God in Rev. 4 , 3; 2. as one of till' 
gems of the High Priest's Breastplate it may 
have represented Reuben (= ruby) ; 3. it has ;1 
reddish-brown colour and thus may stand for 
martyrdom ; 4. Pliny (37 , 29): the stone mml 
commonly used for signets in 'ancient' times. 
sardonyx 

1. anciently a collective name, including ca 1 
nclian ; it was used especially for signets, sintl' 
wax does not adhere to it; in India so com mon 
as not to be valued (Pliny 37, 23) ; 2. period: J . 

month : August (with Onyx a nd Peridot) ; b. a• 
trol.: Leo or Virgo; 3. virtues: a. (like onyx) 
brings conjugal happiness, and facilitates birth , 
b. prevents accide nts and wounds; c. promote' 
one to a high position by removing bashfulness. 
4. often used to make chameos. 
sash 

I . distinction : from the aristocracy to till' 
'faja' of the mayoral in Spain; 2. it carries a ll 
further symbolism of Belt. 
Satan 

I. fir st mentioned in Job, where he is the 
'arch-enemy' (with a play on Hebr. 'roam 
about', which he is doomed to do); he reporh 
on a ll the evil he secs on his wandering (a' 
God's eyes see only the good); he is sometimes 
identified with the Dragon of Chaos (Rahab or 
Leviathan) whom God fights continually ; 2. he 
has horns, saucer-eyes, claws, a tail, etc. (o r on
ly one of these; v. Devil) ; his colours are red 
(fire) and black (underworld); h is only descen
dant in civilization, the conjuror, is still the 
Gentleman in Black; he finds parallels in all pre
vious chthonic powers (working with fire) , per
sonifications of the animal side of man: Pluto, 
Rhadamanthus, Hephaestos, Pan, Satyr, Set, 
Ahriman, Loki, etc.; 3. he stands in a curious 
black/white, but brotherly, relation to Christ as 
the other son of God: when Christ returns to 
earth, Satan will be bound with a great chain 
for a thousand years; 4. as the Witch-God he is 
usually the centre of their cult in the form of 
the Grand-Master of the district (v. Sabbat); 5. 
W. Blake saw him as Error, the limit of Opacity 
= Jehovah; he accused Milton of representing 
him as far stronger and more energetic than his 
weak God. 
Saturn (god) 

l. time: all-devouring and self-destructive, 
related to Ouroboros; b. insufficiency of the 
existence in time;c. (esp. since the M.A_:) Father 
Time with his lock of hair: Saturn became e-

IJUated with Gr. Cronos, which was misread as 
< 'hronos; he then began to stand for o ld age and 
1kath; 2. fe rtility and agriculture: in his 'Gold
l'n Age', as husband of Ops, he reigned together 
with Janus; he shares his dualism, e.g. represent-
11111 the moment in and out of time, and is also 
represented with 4 eyes (2 looking back, 2 
looking forward); 3. thus he became the spirit 
nf restless activity and realization, as well as of 
, low dynamism; 4. communication: in a/ch.: 
'Mcrcurius senex': a. androgynous (like most 
uncient fertility deities); b. related to earth, 
death , Putrcfactio, blackness; 5. melancholy is 
1he daughter of Saturn and bright-haired Vesta 
(Milton: ' ll Pe nseroso'); 6. his day: Saturday ; 7. 
.1ttributes: a. scy the; originally the pruning
knife with whiGh he castrated Uranus; it is femi
ninely curved; b. hour-glass ( q. v .) ; c. oar: move
ment in space= movement in Time; 8. v. Satur
nalia, Saturn {Planet), etc. 
Saturn l Planet) 

I. the remotest planet (till the discovery of 
Uranus in 178 1), characterized by its rings; 2. 
related to the god Saturnus: a. t ime, duration, 
lhe finite within the infinite, limitation, repres
sion; b. calcification, old age, death: it governs 
grandfathers, beggars, grave-diggers, and tellers 
of stories; c. Lord of Saturday ; d. melancholic 
intelligence; e. agriculture, mining, real estate; 
3. coffespondences: a. metal: lead ; b. flowers: 
holly, ivy, hemlock, nightshade, poplar, quince, 
yew, hellebore, poppy, mandrake, moss, wil
low, pine, cypress; c. animals: cats and dogs 
(animals connected with filth and decay), crow, 
owl, cuckoo; d. colour: black; e. landscape: 
deserts, churchyards; f. wind: East wind; g. or
gans: bones, bile, bladder (or, left foot); h. gift: 
bad luck, witchcraft; sin: avarice, hypocrisy; 4. 
character : A. all things counter: "The Greater 
lnfortunate": a. humour: slow, cold; b. melan
cholic or serious; c. irreligious; d. caution (the 
'steady' planet) or cowardice ; e. economy; 8. 
sometimes favourable: wisdom and experience: 
Glad~tone and Woodrow Wilson; 

5 . rules: a. Palestine: the chief god of idola
trous star-worshipping in Israel (Amos 5, 26: 
'Chiun', or Kewan), being the planet of the Ba
bylonian god Niu-urta ; also in Acts 7, 43: the 
star of your god Remphan; therefore in the 
M.A. it was the planet of Palestine, even though 
in earlier times Mars ruled over the Near-East; 
another link is Saturn - Sabbath; b. Scotland ; 
6. in medieval magic it was often even more 
powerful than the Moon; 7. sign: a. a cross 
from which hangs a quarter-circle; b. two oppo
site quarters to form a reverse S. 

satyr 

Saturnalia 
I. thr. successive cosmic reigns of Uranus, 

Saturnus, and Jupiter were imitated by the suc
cessive, ritually assassinated (substitute) kings 
(v. King, Sacred -); one of its later rites was the 
Saturnalia, which were orig. held from Dec. 17 
and lasted 3 to 7 days; it may orig. have been a 
sowing-festival ('Saturn' may be related to a 
root meaning 'sow'); 2. for the Saturnalia a 
(substitute) king was chosen ('Saturnalicius 
Princeps') , usually from among the criminals or 
slaves; given full power during the festival and 
given ass-ears ('Saturn' was related to the 
Egyptian ass-god Set); the cars may have been 
replaced by feathers (v. Ass) as still worn by 
Carnaval princes; at the end of the festiva l he 
was ritually slain (by a 'rival'); the ass-eared god 
developed into the Christmas fool (v. Holly): 
he too was beheaded and rose again; cf. a my th 
like Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, and v. 
Carnaval; 3. general celebrations were held in 
the streets; social distinctions and orders were 
reversed (slaves were served by their masters), 
gifts were exchanged, esp. wax candles (cf. 
Christmas) and little clay dolls; the statue of 
Saturn himself joined the celebrations; 4. 
though being part of a whole series of 'chaotic', 
masquerading feasts starting in Novcm bcr and 
ending in Spring (reflecting the lnvolutive win
ter-stage of nature and fe rtility) the feast may 
have been more directly related to: a. the Elcu
sinian (and similar) mysteries; those of the Ba
bylonian Cybcle-Attis were spring-festivals; b. 
the Babylonians had a 5-day New-Year celebra
t ion ('Sacaea') which was associated with the 
goddess Anaitis (Athene-type), which was taken 
over by the Persians, and was chaiacterized by 
general licence and mockery, reversal of the so
cial order, and a mock-king (treated like the Sa
turnalia prince); 5. N_T. : the mocking of Christ 
as 'king' by the Roman mercenaries may have 
been influenced by this feast, but since many 
mercenaries were from the Near-East, it may 
derive from the Persian habit of making a con
demned man mock-king before execution; both 
may have the same background . 
satyr 

1. orig. they were the free and easy wood
land spirits, half-human, half-goats, and pug
nosed (cf. Centaur); they followed Dionysus 
dancing, making music, and enjoying wine and 
women: "My men, like satyrs grazing on the 
lawns, Shall with their goat-feet dance the antic 
hay" (Marlowe, Edw.2 I , l); in Rome they be
came confused with fauns · and the Great God 
Pan; 2. as chthonic beings they represented the 
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saucer 

wisdom of fertility and the underworld (= fu
ture); 3. O.T.: a. they were later explained as 
wild goats, or a kind of ape (lit. 'hairy ones'); b. 
they shall live and dance on the ruins of Baby
lon, with the owl and other 'doleful creatures' 
(Isa. 13, 21 and 34, 14); 4. M.A.: the devil 
(q.v.) got an increasing number of his attrib
utes; the witch Master (v. Sabbat) strongly re
sembles his more immediate forebear; 5. later 
they symbolized: a. abandon and folly; b. lust: 
"So excellent a king that was, to this, Hyperion 
to a satyr" (Ham. I, 2). 
saucer 

I. female symbol of containment; 2. vessel 
for the blood of the sacrifice; 3. dish esp. for 
blood-letting: "A fever (= love) in your blood! 
why, then incision Would let her out in saucers: 
sweet misprison": LLL 4, 3; for some time it 
was not unusual for barber-surgeons in Eliz. 
times to show the saucers with blood in them as 
signs of their profession; 4. saucer-eyes: one of 
the characteristics of the Devil. 
Saul 

I. his election is related to the ancient ass
cult; 2. sublimation of dynamic earthly features 
ending in saturnine vices; 3. perfect friendship: 
2Sam. l, 23. 
savage 

l. landscape: woods (Lat. 'salvaticus'): "I 
am as free as Nature first made man, Ere the 
base laws of servitude began, When wild in 
woods the noble savage ran": Dryden (Conq. of 
Gran. I, 1, 1); 2. psych.: the darker side of a 
man's personality (Jung); v. Ethiopia. 
saw 

I. its teeth are: a. rays of light (cf. Cox
comb); b. water (wavy line); 2. Christian: in
strument of martyrdom (e.g. Matthias, Simon 
Zelotes); 3. her.: a. industry; b. as attr. of Si

.mon Zelotes the symbol was sometimes taken 
for October 28, when the official registration of 
a new peerage took place. 
scabbard 

I. feminine symbol of containment; 2. the 
scabbard of Excalibur was worth 10 x as much 
as the sword, for as long as Arthur wore it, he 
could lose no blood, however badly wounded: 
Malory (l, 25). 
scabious 

I. a genus of plants with purple, lilac, or 
white flowers, growing in com-fields or on dry 
pastures; 2. unhappy love, mourning, widow
hood. 
scaffold 
. I. for. general sy.mbolism: v. Gallows, Hang
mg, etc., 2. theatncal stage: HS I, Chor.; cf. 
Troil. l, 3: 'scaffoldage'. 
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scale (fish) 
1. protection, defence; 2. related to water 

and the nether world; 3. the past continuing in 
the present, the inferior in the superior; 4. scaly 
lower parts: a. of mermaids, etc.: cosmic (or, 
moral) inferiority; b. increased in the Devil: the 
phallus of the Witch-Master was 'scaly'; cf. the 
devil's disguise as a serpent; 5. 'scales falling 
from the eyes': clearer vision (Acts 9, 18). 
scales (weighing) ' 

1. justice: equilibrium of sin and punish
ment (v. Sacrifice); 2. any binary function: be
ginning/end, life/death, evolu tion/involu lion, 
East/West, etc.; 3. death: Jupiter holds the 
scales of two enemies in combat: Iliad (22, 
209ff.), Aen. (12, 725ff.); 4. the right measure: 
sobriety and constancy; 5. graduation: "They 
take the flow o' the Nile By certain scales i' the 
pyramid" (Ant. 2, 7): indicative of the height 
the Nile will reach determining the degree of 
fertility; 6. attr. of Libra (q.v.), Themis, Osiris 
and Maat (psychostasia: v. Feather), Toth; 7. 
crystal scales: Romeo's eyes which must weigh 
the beauty of his Rosalind against the other 
beauties (Rom. l, 2); 8. two symmetrical 
scales: similar to the double axe, the Tree of 
Life, etc.; 9. folklore: weighing as a means of 
witch-determining; sometimes they were weigh
ed against a heavy metal-bound Church Bible· 
in Holland 99 (D.) pounds is still considered ; 
witch's weight. 
scallop 

I. related to Venus (and Mary): a. virgin 
birth, or birth from the sea; b. resemblance to 
the female belly; often the form of baptismal 
fonts ('spiritual rebirth'); 2. emblem of St. 
James (Santiago de Compostela): v. James; 3. 
her.: a. pilgrimage to Santiago in Spain (one of 
the oldest Christian pilgrimages): "Give me m; 
Scallop shell of quiet": Sir. W. Raleigh ('The 
Passionate Man's Pilgrimage'); also emblem of 
St. Michael; b. any successful distant journey; 
4. v. Shell, Mermaid, Venus . 
scapegoat 

I. in primitive cults the distinction between 
'clean' and 'unclean' ('tabu ') is not well defin
ed; one of the forms of cathartic sacrifice is the 
'scapegoat' (Azazel q.v.): the expulsion of evil 
from the community on the Day of Atone
ment; another goat was (normally) sacrificed 
then: Lev. 16, 8- 22; cf. Sin-eater; 2. the func
tion of the scapegoat is also related to that of 
the (substitute for the) Sacred King (v. King), 
who was sometimes thrown from a rock. 
scar 

what remains after a Mutilation (q.v.): re
cognition, usually with a sinister quality. 

scarab 
1. the beetle lays her eggs in a ball of dung 

and in the hot sunshine pushes the complete 
pellet backwards uphill with her hindJegs; then 
she lets it roll down again, and thus it reaches 
its place of deposit; it was also worshipped fo r 
its irridescent wing-sheaths; 2. the Egyptian 
name may relate to 'become', 'create', 'pheno
menon', or 'marvel'; 3. sun-emblem, esp. of the 
god of the morning-sun (Khepri or Khepera) 
because of androgynous self-creation; fertility; 
4. immortality and resurrection: it survives the 
flooding of the Nile and (like the Crab) devours 
what is transitory, thus contributing to moral 
and physical regeneration; 5. Christian: Christ, 
'the Good Scarabaeus' (St. Ambrose); 6. as an 
amulet is spread widely along the Mediterra
nean: often a gem was cut in the fo rm of the 
beetle, having on its underside a design in inta
glio, with life-symbols and mottoes; 7. Zodiac: 
in Europe identified with Cancer; 8. related to 
the Ladybird (q.v.) by D.H. Lawrence. 
scarecrow 

1. orig. a fe rtility deity image, e.g. of Pria
pus as guardian of gardens, against storm-spirits, 
etc.; 2. powerlessness: "For as a scarecrow in a 
garden of cucumbers keepeth nothing, so are 
their gods of wood and of silver, and laid over 
with gold": Baruch (6, 69); 3. W.B. Yeats: life 
in death (or v.v.): old age, "a tattered coat up
on a stick" (e.g. 'Sailing to Byzantium'); 4. T.S. 
Eliot: disguise to escape having to face the ulti
mate reality of spiritual ecstasy: '.'Let me also 
wear Such deliberate disguises Rat's coat, crow
skin crossed staves In a field Behaving as the 
wind (= the times) behaves No nearer. .. ": 'The 
Hollow Men'; 5. D. Thomas: 'scarecrow word': 
the Cross seen as the Creative Word, rocking in 
the tops of word-trees ('Altarwise'); 6. the 
Soul: v. Dummy. 
scarf 

I. love and romance: the 'amorous knot' 
was tied by the lady giving her favours to the 
warrior who wore it; ref.: (he) "had the whole 
theoric of war in the knot of his scarf" (All's W. 
4, 3); 2. false front: "the beauteous scarf 
Veiling an Indian beauty; in a word, The seem
ing truth which cunning times put on To entrap 
the wisest" (Mer. V. 3, 2); 3. related to middle
age: "Scarfs, garters, gold, amuse his riper age": 
Pope (Ess. on Man , Ep. 2, 279); 4. blindfold: 
"Come seeling night, Scarf up the tender eye of 
pitiful day": Mac. 3, 2; 5. death: esp. the black 
crape or silk wurn by mourners at a funeral. 
scarlet 

1. fire, fervour; the commander-in-chief of 
the Romans (e.g. J. Caesar) wore scarlet (re-

sceptre 

lated to 'red' Mars); v. Red; 2. worldliness, rich 
clothing: "the merchants of London wear scar
let" (nursery-rhyme); 3. jurisprudence; 4. pro
tection: Rahab's house was protected from de
struction by a scarlet thread bound to her 
window (Josh. 2, 18); or recognition of privi
lege: a scarlet thread was put on the hand of 
Zarah whose hand came out before his twin 
Phare~ was born (Gen. 38, 28ff.); 

5. general virtue and merit: used in Hebr. 
cleansing rites (v. Cedar); for blood and lips: 
"Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet": SoS 4, 3; 
6. mutual love; 7. a loud colour: "His friend 
demanding what scarlet was? the blind man an
swered, It was like the sound of a trumpet": 
Locke; 8. sin: a. "though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow": Isa. (I, 18); b. 
the colour of adultery (in 2 senses): the Great 
Whore of Babylon was seated on a scarlet
coloured beast and dres;ed in purple (imperial 
dig~ity) and scarlet (riches and pride): Rev. 
(17, 1-6); the epprobrius term 'Scarlet 
Woman' is mutually applied by inimical reli
gions; 9. steady drinking: "They call drinking 
deep 'dyeing scarlet"': 1 H4 2, 4; 

10. scarlet coat: huntsman; 11. scarlet hat : 
cardinal: "Out, scarlet hypocrite": I H6 1, 3; 
via this 'cardinal' to the 'cardinal sins' as the 
opposite of the 'cardinal virtues'; 12. scarlet 
letter: A, which women condemned of adultery 
were forced to wear (N. Hawthorne); 13. scarlet 
robe: Christ's mocking: Matth. 27, 28. 
sceptre 

1. orig. all scepters were connected wi th 
vegetation, as symbols of the (re)gen.:rative 
powers with which their bearers were con
nected (even though the later Gr. ·.,,ord means 
'to lean on'); thus it stands for fer tility (world
axis, phallus) and is an emblem of Osiris, Mi
thra, and Zeus; 2. an attr. of all those in the 
service of the Secret of Absolute Life (birth, 
growth, death, and resurrection): a. sun-god, 
king, priest, prophet, poet; b. the herald of fer
tility: Hermes had one as the 'bringer of gifts', 
leading the Graces (=vegetative fertility) to the 
outside world in spring; c. magic as wish-grant
ing; 3. through the sovereign it was handed 
down to anyo'ne in authority: a. jurisprudence; 
oaths w.:re taken on a sceptre (cf. the Hebrew 
oath on the 'thigh' - phallus); b. military com
mand, later any high position and dignity ; 4. 
the Creative power of the Word: Greek speakers 
in the Senate had to hold the sceptre; 

5. the power of chastity: connected with 
Hestia; 6. world-power: related to Themis -
Gea; 7. a split sceptre: a. the highest form, 
derived from the divided Pillar (q.v.); b. of the 
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scissors 

herald-judge: peace (reconciliation of opposi
tes) ; 8. surmounted by: a. (England) there is 
one with a cross (the force of temporal power) 
and one with a dove Uusticc and equity); b. a 
fleur-de-lis: light and purification; c. an eagle : 
(Rome) a consul or a triumphant genera l; d. a 
cuckoo: Hera; c. a glistening eye: att ribute of 
Modesty, signifying Temperance; 9. a leaden 
sceptre: of Night (E. Young: 'Nigh t Thoughts' 
I, 18); 

10. v. Club. Mace, Wan d, Thunderbolt. 
scissors 

I. creation and birth : (esp. in D. Thomas, 
e.g. 'How shall my animal'): a. of the midwife, 
cutting the umbilical cord, at which momen t 
individual life begins; b. of the tailor seen as the 
creative critic; c. of the barber as poet; 2. de
struction and death (also in D. Thomas): a. of 
the third of the fatal spinners of life, who cu ts 
the thread; b. connected with Delilah ; 3. con
j unction of opposites (like the Cross); 4. her.: 
usually an occupational sign (tailor or sheep
farming); 5. folklore : protective (being steel) 
and dangerous (being sharp); therefore it is dis
liked as a gift among friends, but near a door it 
may keep witches out ; 6. v. Tailor, Weaving. 
Spinning. 
Scorpio 

I. general: a. 8th sign of the Zodiac, entered 
on October 22; b. the House of Death , 'The 
Cemetery of the Zodiac'; c. Greek: Orion 
fought a gigantic scorpion, but could no t kill it: 
in the sky he is always followed by it ; or, the 
scorpion kiUed him and he has fl ed before it 
ever since; d. Mithraic: in the representations of 
the Mithra-bull 's killing, a scorpion attacks the 
bull's testicles; also the torch-bearer with the 
torch downwards has a scorpion on his arm 
(autumn-equinox); e. its quality: fixed , unfor
tunate, cold , moist, and feminine; 2. period of: 
a. fight and death : when the sun was in Scorpio 
Osiris was killed (there is so much poison in the 
air th-en , that the trees shed their leaves); b. 
drawing experiences o ut of materials; 3. corre
spondences: a. body: sexual parts, matrix, and 
kidneys; b. colour: blue-green ; c. element: 
water; d. planet: Mars (or Pluto, god of dark
ness and Underworld) ; e. landscape: prisons and 
caves; f. Tarot : Justice; 4. character (generally 
'."lartian): a. (maliciously) aggressive, dcmand-
111g, but also great stamina (for experimen ts or 
construction) ; b. erotic, can enjoy things great
ly, but with a tendency to dramatize things; 5. 
famous types: Dostoevski , Madame Curie Mata 
Hari, Goebbels; 6 . symbol: a. zig-zag 1ine of 
lightning; b. a n M with a dart (sting). 
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scorpion 
I. torture and suffering: " My father hath 

chastised you with whips, but I will chastbc 
you with scorpions": !Kings 12, I I; '2. mischief 
and d iscord : a. told by Set to kill the (sun-) 
Ch ild Horus, son of Isis and Osiris; b. bit Harpo 
crates (morning sun) in the heel; c. v. Rosary 
for scorpion terrors; 3. contem pt, rebuke, un 
bending pride: a . Yahweh warned Ezekie l that 
by prophesying to the Israelites he would 
" dwell a mong (or, 'sit on' ) scorpio ns" (Ezc. 2. 
6); b. M.A.: sy mbol for a Jew; 4. fire: it is 
variously related to the sun ; e.g. in Babylonia 
and Assyria it may have been the origin of the 
'man ' in the Tetramorph (q.v.); in the Gilga
mesh~pic scorpion-men, created by Chaos. 
guard the mountain of the sun (with twin-peaks 
for sunrise and sunset) ; cf. the Locust-demon~ 
in Rev.; 

5. lust : related to the sexual parts (v. Scor
pio): a scorpion wants to foul up the sperm of 
Mithra's bull , which , carried to the Moon(-god 
dess) wiH be purified and produce many kinds 
of animals, coming back as fertility-dew; there 
it is the opposite of the earth-snake, and of 
Mithra's faithful dog who wants to lick the 
bull 's wounds in o rder to participate in its fer
tility blood ; 6. defensive: stewardship; seven 
scorpions accompany Isis in her search for Osi
ris in the papyrus-swa mps; emblem o f Selk(et), 
the goddess of writ ing; 7. suicide: when it secs 
no way out it st ings itself in the neck; 8. M.A. : 
attribute of Envy, Dialectics, Heresy , and Afri
ca; 9. an inverted sy mbol o f the Scarab; in 
megalith cultures it is also the opposite of the 
Bee, whose honey succours man ; I 0. for 'scor
pions in the brain ': v. Basil. 
Scotland 

I . emblems: St. Andrew's Cross; the tartan 
fabr ic; the thistle; 2. a Scotsman is: a. a travel
ler: "A Scot, a rat, and a Newcastle grindstone 
travel all the world over" (prov.); b. t raditional : 
"Sir, it is not so much to be lamented that Old 
England is lost, as that the Scotch have found 
it": Johnson (Le tter to Lord Chesterfield 
1776); acc. to Erasmus: they take pride in th~ 
ancientry of their pairs, and their relation to the 
royal family; c. they do well in England : "A 
young Scotsman of your ability let loose upon 
the world with £300, what could he not do"!.. . 
especially if he went among the English": Bar
rie ("What Every Woman Kno ws"); d. obs tinate 
and persevering: " ... the Scotchman gangs while 
(= goes till) he gets it" (prov.); e. porridgc
eater: " The halcsome parritch, chief of Scotia 's 
food": Burns ('The Cotter's Sa turday Night') ; f. 

diplomatic: acc. to Erasmus the Scots take 
pride in their cleverness in a debate; g. rough: 
they arc forever raiding England, even 111 the 
11mcs of the ballads: "God send the land dehv
crance Frac every rcaving, riding Scot": 'The 
Death of Parcy Reed '; h . stingy: "Three failures 
and a fire make a Scotsman's fortune" (prov.) ; 
1. Pu ritan: Presbyterian; 3. landscape: " A Scot
tish mist will wet an Englishman to the skin" 
(prov.). 
scourge 

I. discipline and (divine) chastise ment: a. 
the Lo rd sha ll "stir up a scourge": Isa. (10,26 ; 
v. also Hebr. 12, 6); b. M.A.: the 'pagan' con
querors (e.g. Atilla, Timur-I-Lang); 2. cause of 
serious trouble or war: a. attr. of Bellona; b. 
"Raleigh, the scourge of Spain": Tho mson ; ~ 
fo rm of penance or torture: one o f the Cruci
fixion emblems; 4 . the lash of the tongue: Job 
5, 21; 5. legal punishmen t, especially of: a. deb
tors (Rome); b. whores, in Eliz. times (but 2H4 · 
2, 4 suggests it was fo r the client); 6. fe rtility
promo tion: a. boys scourged (instead of being 
killed as substitute-kings) for the earth-goddess 
Artemis; b. Nemesis (La t. ' Fortuna' !) had a 
scourge hanging from her girdle for ritual fert il
ity-flogging; c. in the Latin Lupercalia young 
sons of the upper classes ran naked through the 
streets, anointed with o live-oil, and struck those 
they met with thongs, especially women ; a 
fertility-ri te referred to in J. Cacs. (I , 2): "for 
our elders say The barren touched in this holy 
chase Shake off their sterile curs~"; v. Flagella
tion and February; 7. related to hunting. 
screw 

]. security and tightness; 2. sexual activity: 
e.g. D. Thomas: "Where once the waters ?f 
your face (= face of waters + sea of Genesis) 
spun to my screws": a. a father's rhythmic, 
phallic rub ; b. a baby's trampling; 3. torture: 
thumbscrews; 4. rela ted to the head: e.g. 'a 
screw loose'. 
scroll 

I. divine revelatio n: the 'Scrolls of Law': 
the Torah (Five Books of Moses) found in every 
synagogue, made from the sk in of a 'clean' ani
mal; 2. attribute of prophets and saints (prayer 
and law) ; in the hands of the Patriarchs it sig~i
fics tha t before Christ , Faith was enveloped 111 
great darkness; on Hebrew graves: divine pre
sence; 3. punishment of god : a. "the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together": 
Rev. 6, 14; also Isa. 34 , 4 ; b. Daniel saw a 
flying scroll as a punishment, filled with curses; 
4. the decrees of Fate, or record of past events: 
attribute of Clio and Calliope (history and hero
ic poetry); 5. ornamentation : fro m the volu te 

sea 

of an Jonie capital to the heraldic motto-bea rer; 
6. any seal, contract, legal document. 
scythe 

I. the scythe took many characteristics 
from the sickle from which it derived; the sickle 
itself, in a more diminutive size, was used as a 
pruning or castra ting knife; 2. au tumn , death of 
the year; cf. 'scythe~yed raven' (bird of death) : 
D. Thomas; 3. harvest: a. attribute o f Saturn
Cronos as god of agriculture (mixed up with the 
idea of the castration of Ur;inus); b. harvest + 
rebirth (like Pisces) arc rela ted to sacrifice; c. 
her.: prosperity through industry , esp. in agri
culture; 4 . re lated to the Moon (shape): a. wea
pon of passivity ; used in Peasants' Revolts; b. 
attribu te of moon-deities; as the small curved 
dagger ('harpe') it is a means to an end (v. 6); 5. 
attribute of Time: the mix-up of Cronos
Chronos; 6. castration : a. Saturn : also the Jew
ish symbo l for the Planet ; b. associated with 
Allis and the Cybele-priests: self-mu tila tion; 7. 
secret path leading to the beyond; 8. phallus: a. 
" Fear not the tread, the seeded milling, The 
trigger a nd scythe, the bridal blade (= vulva)" : 
D. Thomas ('All all and all'); b. in street-ballads. 
sea 

I. general : a. as Gr. Thalassa and Okeanos 
were often interchanged , the sy mbolism )!iven 
under Ocean generally applies here as well; the 
main difference is that Okeanos encircled the 
whole earth; b. in the Q.T. the sea is constantly 
referred to as ' bound ' by Yahweh : e.g. Jer.; c. 
there will be no sea in the world after the Mille
nium: "And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth : for the first heaven and the firs t sea were 
passed away; and there was no more sea": Rev. 
21, I; explained as the place from which Yah
weh's (chaos-)enemies rose; 

2. one of the aspects of the tri-form Great 
Goddess (beside Earth and Queen o f Heaven : 
related to the Moon, which in turn, is connect
ed with the sea), e.g.: A. Egypt : the moon
goddess Isis, mother of the Sun-Horus, and 
married to the fertile Nile-delta (Osiris), is also 
the ' Lady of the Waters', and 'Star of the Sea' ; 
B. Assyro-Babylonian: Ishtar (Hebr. Esther, 
q.v.), also goddess of the Venus-star, in one as
pect is Nin Ella. the 'Great Lady of the Waters' ; 
C. Greek: a. Aphrodite, born from the foam of 
the sea (or, from the drops falling into the sea 
from Uranus' castra ted parts) is 'Anadyomenc' 
(= she who rises out of the waters), the 'Lady 
of Navigation ' (with the dove to indicate the 
direction of land); in· one of her aspects she is 
Nemesis, sometimes daughter of Okeanos, 
apple-goddess of 'Divine Vengeance' (= the due 
enactmen t of the annual death-dran1a), going 
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sea 

through constant seasonal changes; b. (Pelas
gian) Tethys ('moisture', 'nourisher'), a sea
goddess, wife of Okeanos, also daughter of 
Uranus, is identified with the silver-footed 
nymph Thctis, chief of the 50 'daughters' 
(priestesses) of Nereus and Dorcis; she is 
mother of the sun (Achilles) and constantly 
changes; D. Christian: the Virgin Mary as 'Stella 
Maris'; 

3. primordial creation, the remnant of 
chaos-water: a. the mysterious immensity from 
which everything proceeds, and to which every
thing returns; b. a/ch. : one of the names of 
Prime Matter; 

4 . unfathomable truth and wisdom; the 
fisherman then becomes the seeker of items of 
knowledge and wisdom, which can never be 
grasped completely; 

5. the collective unconscious, housing the 
'monsters of the deep', related to thee-motions 
of human sexual desire, and general longing for 
(spiritual) experiment and adventures (related 
to 4): a. it s floods are regulated by the Moon , 
as woman's menses; b. its waves are felt as re
lated to sexual orgasm (feeling carried off, or 
flooded by, waves); c. amniotic waters (e.g. 
Freud); d. A.S. "The Sea-farer": "he who sets 
out on the waters ever feels longing"; 

6. conscience: "the wild sea of my con
science": HS 2, 4; 

7. collector of immense, sunken treasures 
(esp. pearls, related to Aphrodite) and human 
lives: A. treasures : a. "rich ... as is the ooze and 
bottom of the sea With sunken wrack and sum
less treasuries": HS l , 2; cf. " not ... For the 
sea's worth": 0th. 1, 2; b. Clarence (in R3 1, 4) 
dreamt that he was drowned and saw: "Wedges 
of gold, grea t ingots, heaps of pearl, Inestim
able stones, unvalued jewels All scattered at the 
bottom of the sea; Some lay in dead men's 
skulls ... And mocked the dead bones that lay 
scattered by"; B. death: a. the place of death
islands, e.g. the island-valley of Avilion lies 
"Deep-meadowed, happy, fair with orchard 
lawns, And bowery hollows crowned with sum
mer sea": Tennyson ("The Passing of Arthur" 
429f.) ; v. Island; b. "The sea and the gallows 
refuse none": proverb; 

8. time: flux , time, death, something our 
fish-souls swim to: e.g. V. Woolf, Bergson, 
Freud; also our discouraging universe, alien, to 
be conquered or endured (Conrad); 

9. eternity: a. " .. And may there be no 
moaning of the bar, When I put out to sea": 
Tennyson; b . lying before us (as well as behind 
us) : "Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 
which brought us hither": Wordsworth (Ode on 
Int. of Imm.); 
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11. fertile and fruitless: a. as Water, it repre
sents Fertility; and "The sea hath fish for every 
man": proverb; b. 'atrugetos' (Hesiod: Theog. 
728) = unfruitful, without harvest; 

12. the place of action: both sensuality and 
'pure' deeds, the opposite of the desert = pure 
intellect (e.g. W.H. Auden); 

13. untameable wildness, liberty: a. "Two 
voices are there; one is of the sea, One of the 
mountains; each a mighty voice: In both from 
age to age thou didst rejoice, They were thy 
chosen music, Liberty!": Wordsworth (Sonnet : 
"Thought of a Briton"); b. often a sy mbol of 
rebellion ; 

14. lo11eliness; 
15. purification: "The sea washes all men's 

evils away": Euripides ("lphigenea in Tauris"); 
16. impurity: general in the M.A.: "Mare ab 

amaro": the salt that comes from the mineral 
of the sea, is by its very nature bitter, but the 
bitterness is due also to the impurity of the 
imperfect body; 

17. further connected with: a. deafness: 
proverbial; quoted in K. John 2, l; R2 1, 1, 
etc.; b. eyes: "For still thy eyes, which I may 
call the sea, Do ebb and flow with tears, etc.": 
Rom. 3, 5; c. colours (beside the obvious blue): 
a. wine-coloured, or purple: e.g. H:imer; b. 
green: e.g. Shakespeare; c. silver: general; an
other link with the Moon; 

18. special literary references : A. W.8. 
Yeats: "the drifting indefinite bitterness of 
life"; B. J. Joyce: a. offers escape (from Irish 
captivity); b. threatens death; C. F.G. Lorca: a. 
sea and river, each in their own way, oppress 
the Lorquian lover: the sea has no oranges (= 
the colour of love); the sea = blue = masculine; 
b. sea and horse: erotic frustrations of the sea 
(= green = bitterness); D. T.S. Eliot : a. life 
beyond the complexities of human association : 
release of the spirit; b. as water : fertility; c. 
("Dry Salvages"): history and life outside one's 
individual life; E. D. Thomas: a. "the dry sea
bed unlocked": womb after birth ; b. ignorantly 
singing in the chains of moon and sun ("In 
country sleep"); c. evolution, source of all life , 
and end of life, the voyage of life which may go 
clockwise(= Humdrum-life); 

19. combinations: a. Bride of the Sea: 
Venice; in 1777 the Doge threw a ring into the 
sea, to symbolize the marriage of his city to the 
sea; b. sea-goat: Capricornus, q.v.; c. sea-inverte
brates: (like the Medusa, Sea-nettle, jelly-fish, 
etc.): female (Mother) symbols (cf. Bones): D. 
Thomas; c. sea-monsters: sun-kings or heroes 
swallowed by sea-monsters, remaining inside for 
three days, and then fighting their way out: 
Marduk, Jonah, Heracles, etc.: voyage to the 

sea l 

Underworld ; cf. the sun-swallowing snake 
/\pap, and v. Night-crossing; v. also King, 
Sacred - ; d. sea of glass: the firmament, .on 
which rests the throne of God, and on which 
,tand those who have overcome the beast: Rev. 
4 , 6, and 15, 2; e. molten sea: the enormous 
vessel, carried by the twelve bronze oxen (of 
the sun) in the first Temple (v. Ox). 
1ea-anemone 

sea-weed . 
1. a symbol for the Eternal (God); 2. bond 

1. sacred to Aphrodite; 2. D. Thomas :. the 
engulfing womb; v. also Sea; 3. they turn into 
herrings in the course of time, therefore they 
are also called "Herring-shine". 
sea-eagle . 

1. one of the epiphanies of Athene; 2. N1sus, 
betrayed by his daughter Scylla, was changed 
into a sea-eagle: v. Sea-hawk and Osprey. 
sea-calf 

I. Ovid: Cephisus' grandson was chang~d 
into a sea-calf by Apollo (Met. 7, .388f:); .2 . its 
hide is recommended for tents, since 1t 1s the 
only marine animal not struck by lightning. 
sea-gull 

v. Gull. 
sea·hawk 

Scylla, having betrayed her fa ther Nisus (and 
his city) by cutting his lock (external soul), was 
changed into a sea-hawk (or, 'sea-ciris'), alwa~s 
pursued by her father as a sea-<:agle (e.g. Verg1l: 
Georg. 1 , 405 , and "Cir is" 19 l ff.) ; the myth 
has also been expla ined as the crescent moon 
chased by the morning-sun (Ovid changes Sc~lla 
into the sea-monster with a Wllist of barking 
dogs). 
sea-holly 

1. a spinous herb which produ.ces a pote~t 
antidote to a ll poisons (also called 'snake-root!; 
it has many other medicinal uses: a vulnerary , it 
is digestive, prevents drunkenness, etc.; 2. the 
roots grow into the likeness of male or female 
sexual organs; when a man finds a male form he 
becomes more loveable in the eyes of women 
(thus Phaon won Sappho): Pliny 22, 8. 
sea-horse 

I . the cosmic forces and the swelling of the 
foaming sea: v. Waves and NepH~ne; 2. the small 
animal occurs in various med1c1nal compounds 
and is an amulet against fevers (Pliny 32, 38). 

slaves; 3. hair of Mermaids or (other) se~
deities, e.g. the daughters of Doris in Ovid 
(Metam. I); 4. D. Thomas: a. related to mater
nal fertility (a 'salty' vegetation); thus 'lovebed 
of their weeds' = weedbed of their lov~s; b. 
limp and associated with female sex; c. children 
with 'tendril hands' across the seas of the 
womb. 
seal (animal) 

1. myth.: A. Greek: a. the Nereid P5:3mathc 
changed herself into a seal, while she tned (un
successfully) to escape Aeacus' amorous atten
tions; she gave birth to Phocus (_'seal') and thus 
became the mother of the Phoctans; b. Proteus 
had a flock of seals; Menelaus hid among th~m 
in a seal-skin in order to capture t~e elusive 
Proteus; c. the seal-goddess was Thetts _(mascu
linized into Proteus); cf. Peleus grappling. with 
him (her); B. Celtic: a. fall~n angels, who , in the 
sea look like seals but on land human; b. hu
ma~ beings under a' spell; c. often believed to be 
mermaids (q.v.; or, their guardians): a. they ca.n 
take a human shape, and must remain so. if hts 
or her skin or cap is stolen (cf. swan-maid): b. 
prophet ic; d. children of these seals and a wo
man can be recognized by horny palms o~ the 
hand and soles of the feet, or by 'webbed fin
gers;' a common folktale-theme: a stranger 
comes to fetch a fisherman who has wounded 
his seal (fore)father in the deeps, because only 
his touch can heal the seal; for a seal fathering a 
child on a woman: e.g. the ballad "The Great 
Silkie of Sule Skerrie"; C. Germanic: one o,f the 
disguises of Loki; for seal = soul v. also Lax
daela Saga' (18); . 

2. exhibitionism: a circus-performance; 3. 
steed of sea-<livinities; 4. protection:. the .Em
peror Augustus, though openly opp~smg wt~ch
craft, wore a seal-skin as protectton against 
lightning himself. 
seal (device) . . . 

I. proof of ownership, or 1dent1ty, power. 
e.g. the seal which Judah gave to Tamar (Gen. 
38, 19); in Babylon everyone had a se_al and ~ 
walking-stick with his own e~bl~m on top. 
Herodotus (1, 195); 2. authenttcat10.n of docu~ 
ments etc. · misused by Jezebel (1Klllgs 21,8) , 

sea-urchin 
1. sun-emblem: with its many-coloured 

splkes as rays; 2. life-force, the primordial seed ; 
3. Celtic: " serpent's egg"; 4. sacred to Aphro
dite: sea-connection; and they have eggs at the 
full moon in winter ; 5. a grave-gift: resurec
tion, immortality; 6. when a storm is brew~ng 
they ballast themselves with little stones (Pltny 
18, 87; also Plutarch). 

3. authorizlng a person: for the ring. ~hich Mor
dechai got: v. Esther ; 4. security, d1vme protec
tion: the seal of God on the forehead: from 
Cain to Rev. 7, 3; 

5. individuation, comparable to Name and 
Knot; e.g. "Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as 
a seal upon thine arm": SoS 8, 6; 6 . secrecy, 
preservation : Daniel is told to shut up the 
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season 

words, and seal the book, even to the time of 
the end: Dan. 12 , 4; 7. virginity (related to 
Wax); 8. love: "But my kisses bring again, bring 
again; Seals of love, but sea led in vain, sealed in 
vain": Meas. 4, 1 (Song: "Take, 0, take those 
lips away"); 9. a man's native language sets a 
seal-stam p on his mouth, so a Greek speaking 
Asian tongues "mars the clear-cut sea l-stamp of 
his mouth" (Gr. lyric); 

10. alms: "The alms of a man is as a signet 
with him": Jes. Sir. 17, 18; 11 . a signet-ring as a 
va luable possession : a. "As a signet of an emer
ald in a work of gold: so is the melody of music 
with pleasant and moderate wine": Jes. Ben Sir 
32, 8; cf. also Jer. 22, 24; b. they were often 
given for sentimental reasons, or as heir-looms: 
e.g. I H4 3, 3; 12 . Dante: Man (and Nature) is a 
more or less perfect imprint (according to the 
purity of the 'wax' on which it is made) of the 
heavenly original (Par. 13); 13. Abraham's seal 
(= the Ra bbinical Seal): circumcision; 14. 
David's Seal(= the Shield of David ; in practice 
often mixed up with Solomon's seal ; two inter
laced triangles): a. the 'Magen David': emblem 
of J udaism; b. divine protection; the creator 
and macrocosmos; c. when worn in protest: ex
altation; d. WWII : badge of degradation; e. spir
ituality (when the opposite of Solomon's Seal); 
f. a/ch. ("Solomon's Seal"): it contains 7 parts 
= the seven meta ls, the centre of which is gold; 
it a lso conta ins the four elements, thus symbol
izing cosmic unity ; distillation: the unio n of 
fire a nd water ; still fou nd on brandy shops; 

15. Solomon 's Seal (the five-pointed Star, 
the Pentagon) : A. the Bible: a. the Key to the 
Kingdom of Heaven; b . a health-am ulet: to 
ward off evil spirit s; c. inspiration; d. perfec
tion ; B. English: ' the Endless Knot '; e.g. in "Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight " it means true 
fait h , and refers to five things: a. the 5 wits; 
wisdom and education; b. fingers; c. wounds of 
Christ; also the Nativity; d. Joys of Mary (An
nunciation, Nativity, Resurrection Ascensio n 
Assumption); e. virtues: liberality ,' loving-kind'_ 
ness, continence, courtesy, piety; C. Tarot : vari
ant of the Dishes (or, coi ns) as one of the 4 
suits, .Probably meaning fertility; 16. Seven 
Seals: the book in Rev. 5 has 7 sea ls, explained 
as the 7 principal events in Christ's life: incarna
tion , baptism, passion, descent into hell, resur
rection , ascension, descent of the H. Ghost. 
season 

I. general: I. in Saturn's Golden Age most 
of the year was spr ing; Jupiter completed the 
four-season cycle; 2. sometimes people counted 
2 seasons (growth and decay), somet imes three 
(omitting winter as death), or four; bu t even in 
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the latter case there is no agreement: some 
counted New Year as a season, leaving out 
autumn or spring; 3. b efore becoming a goddes• 
of Divine Vengea nce, Nemesis was a seasona l 
goddess (Lat. 'Fortuna' is related to 'revolv· 
ing'): the goddess of the due enactment of the 
solar evolut ion (v. also Wheel, Sacred King); 

II. general personifications and emblems: I . 
spring: A. Greek god : Zeus or Hermes; B. Chris
tian: a. return from the bondage in Egypt, and 
Wanderings to the H. Land; b. age: Moses till 
Christ ; c. year : Advent; d. flower: rose; C. gen
eral correspondences: a. age: infancy; b. ritual : 
rejoicing; e. tetramorph : eagle; d. gem: emerald : 
2. summer: A. Greek god: Apollo-Helios; B. 
Christian : a. Christ's life, including the Ascen
sion; b. Easter till the octave of Pentecost ; c. 
ears of corn ; C. general: a. age: childhood; b. 
ritual: sacrifice of the Sacred King; c. tetra
morph: lion; d.,:· gem: ruby ; 3. autumn: A. 
Greek god: Dionysus; B. Christian: a. pilgrim
age; b. from Christ's Ascension till Last Judg
ment; c. the octave of Pentecost till Advent; d . 
vine-tendrils; C. general: a. age: maturity, d e
cline; b. ritual : wailing and mourning; c. tetra 
morph: ox (bull); d. gem: sapphire; 4. winter: 
A. Greek god: Heracles, or Hades (or, Perseph
one); B. Chris tian: a. mankind turned away 
fro m God, spiritual death; b . age: from Adam 
to Moses; c. in the year: from Septuagesima till 
Easter; d. olive-branch; C. general: a. age: death 
and rebirth; b. r itual: yule-tide, a nnouncing re
surrectio n; c. tctramorph: man; d. gem: dia 
mond; 

III. seasonal changes of solar kings: I . two 
seasonal: a. lion, boar; b. lion, serpent (Sphinx); 
c. snake, goat: Adonis after his death, spends 
o ne half year with Persephone {earth-snake), 
one with Aphrodite (fertility-goat ); 2. three sea
sonal : a. Dionysus: a. he was born in winter (as 
a ll sun-gods) in serpent-shape, became a lion in 
spring, and was devoured as a bull, stag, or goat 
in mid-summer; b. on board the 'Tyrsenian' 
ship he guided the boat as a dolphin (resem
bling a sim ilar funct ion of the snake: v. Ser
pent ), changed into a lion, a nd then a bear (e.g. 
Homeric Hymns); b. Chimaera: a fi re-breathing 
goat , with a lion's head, and a serpent's body ; c. 
Hecate: lion , horse (mare), and dog; d. lion , 
lynx {autumn, prob. rel. to Dionysus), goat; e. 
Adonis: snake (with Persephone), goat with 
Aphrodite), a nd son of the Birth-goddess 
Smyrna (lion); f. lion-snake-bee: Pylus (Apollo
dorus 1, 9, 9); 3. four seasona l: a. Ezekiel: bull , 
lion , eagle, seraph ; b. heads of Phanes: bull , 
ram, lion, serpent ; c. Zodiac-signs: bull , lion , 
scorpion, water-snake; d. Heracles' labours I, 4 , 

7. 11 : same as c, but a boar for scorpion; e. 
hare (autum n), fish (winter), bee or bird 
(spring), mouse or grain of wheat.(summer); 4. 
1he New-Year ch ild sometim es t ransformed: a. 
1he New Year: (silver) fish : he often came from 
across the water (his mother being a Sea and 
Moon-goddess), riding on a dolphin, or in a 
ba sket-ark ; b. spring-summer: lion or white 
stag; c. autumn: owl, or White Hunter with the 
white, red-eared pack of hounds of his mother 
(v. e.g. Hounds, Gabriel-); d. wint er: eagle; 

JV . seasonal division of the Christian Mys
tics: a. God the Father: Advent: season of con
ception; b. Christ: Christmas to Ascension: sca
w n of growth; c. H .. Ghost: Pentecost to 
Advent: season of decay, decline of the sun ; 

V. D. Thomas: a. general for Time (often 
ca lled 'weathers'); b. a confusion in the seasons 
usually indicates that wha t is said is timeless; 

VI. v. Compass, Tetramorph, Four, Ages, 
Great Goddess. 
seat 

I. seated ma n: supreme deity (in patriarchal 
societies), or his representative on earth , the 
king (v. Throne); 2. seated woman: a mother
earth deity (= the supreme deity in matriarchal 
society); 3. stability ;4. stepped sca t : a talisman 
of the throne of Isis and Osiris, worn to reach 
the et-:rna l land ; 5. seat of Mars: England: R2 
2, I; 6. v. Chair, and Sitting. 
sedge 

I . its absence: desolation: " The sedge has 
withered from the lake, And no. birds sing": J . 
Keats: " La Belle Dame Sans Merci" I; 2. refuge 
of the lover: "Alas poor hurt fowl - now will he 
creep into sedges": Ado 2, 1 . 
seed 

I . latent potent ia lities, giving hope; 2. the 
Mystic Centre; 3. fer t ili ty, growth ; 4. children , 
human beings: the Bible (pass.); 5. words: a. 
divine instruction: e.g. Mat th. ch . 13; b. Dante: 
Inf. 33, 7, 6. wisdom: "the seeds of wisdom": 0. 
Khayyam (f'itzGerald's trans.)7; tears: "ii seme 
del piangere": Dante (Purg. 3 1, 46) ; 8. the 
seeds of time: the witches will know which w ill 
grow and which will not (Mac.); cf. 2H4 3, I ; 9. 
Egypt: the fragments of the body of Osiris; 10. 
v. Aero/ire, Semen. Berry, Dewdrop. 
see-saw 

I. balance, e.g. of f'ortune , Justice, etc.; 2. 
vac illation, choice; 3. motions of love ; 4. attrib
ute of wind-deities {v. also Swinging). 
semen 

I . its essence: a. in ancien t times generally 
regarded as the purest part , the 'cream' of our 
better blood; as Statius explains in Dante (Purg. 
25, 37ff.), the pures t b lood from the heart does 

sephira 

not go into the veins, but, being ever more re
fined , finds its way to the male and female re
prod uctive organs; thus the semen 'distils' and 
'coagulates' the female blood, and a child is 
made; b. Plato: distillation of the marrow of 
the backbone; c. Democritus: extracted from 
the soul and body; d . Aristotle: an excrement 
drawn from the aliment of the last blood which 
is diffused over all our members; e. others: 
blood concocted and digested by the heat of 
the genitals; 2. it was genera lly believed to take 
away from a man's strength about as much as 
twen ty times the same amount of blood; 3. in 
some creat ion-myths the earth was formed 
from either the spittle, o; the masturbation 
semen, of a chaos-deity; 4. from Zeus' .semen, 
dropped upon the earth in his sleep, rose Ag
distis, a Hermaphrod ite connected with Attis; 
5. Mithraism: from the dead bull's semen come 
cattle; 6. Rome: semen and menstruous blood 
arc ingredients for love-philtres; 7. v. Seed, etc. 
sense 

I. the older division into seven senses, re
lated to nature: a. animation: fire; b. feeling : 
earth; c. hearing : given by flowers; d. sight: 
mist; e. smell: wind;1r15peech1: water ; g. taste: 
air; 1. Kant: a. inner sense = Time (J. Joyce: 
"Finnigan's Wake": Shem); b. outer sense = 
Space (Shaun); 3. "Vanity is the sixth sense": 
proverb. 
sensitive pla nt 

v. Mimosa. 
sephira 

I. they form the archetypal world, the Des· 
tiny of human individuatio n, the Azilut, or 
World of Emanations: the highest plane which 
human understanding can penetrate; 2. the ten 
male or female 'intelligences' (or attributes of 
God) form a world of union {to distinguish it 
from the lower world of created things, the 
'world of separation'); it forms the Mystical 
tree, or Upper Man ; 3. the presert unredeemed 
world is d ue to a split-up of the ' left side' of 
this world from the rest, thus creating the 
'other s ide' of Satan; restQration of the union 
can be promoted by man's attachment to God; 
4. the ten sephirot are connected by 22 paths, 
bringing up a total of Thirty-Two Paths of Wis
dom; 

5. the first five form the Macroprosopus 
{'great face', the Vast Countenance of the Fa
ther of All); the last five form the Microproso
pus {the Small Countenance); 6. the first three 
form the Creative Trinity; the last seven the 
Created Universe, analogous to the seven Plan
ets; 7. t he Sephirot separate: a. Keter (Elyon): 
the Supreme Crown, God's Primordial Will, or 
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September 

Ayin = Nothing; represented by the name 
Ehyeh ('I am'), signifying existence; symbol: 
white; b. Hokma: Wisdom or Beginning; repre
sented by the names Ab ('father'), Yah, Yahve:1; 
symbol: grey; c. Bina: Intelligence, Supernatu
ral Mother, the womb of the totality of all indi
viduation, understanding; represented by the 
names Elohim and Jehova Elohim; symbol: 
black; d. Hesed: Mercy and Love; represented 
by the name El; symbol: blue; e. Gevura: Forti
tude, Power, Justice, or Severity; represented 
by the names Eloh, and Gevura; symbol: red; f. 
Tiferet: Beauty, or Mildness; represented by the 
name Eloa Va-Daath; symbol: yellow; g. Neza 
(Nizam): Firmness, Endurance or Victory; re
presented by the name Jehova Zabaoth; sym
bol: green; h. Hod: Splendour, Honour, Majes
ty; a feminine potency, passive; represented by 
the name Elohim Zabaoth; symbol: orange; i. 
Yesod: Foundation, Moses' Law; represented 
by the names Chai, or Shaddai (Lord of the 
Mountain); symbol: violet; j. Malkut: the King
dom, Inferior Mother, bride of Keter; repre
sented by the name Adonai; identical with 
Shekina ('presence' of God): receptive potency; 
symbol: russet, or citrine; 

8. the Sephirot find themselves reflected in: 
a. the manifest world; b. Man; with Keter over 
his head, and Malkut under his feet; together 
they form the holy union of 'hieros gamos', the 
sacred marriage of Heaven and Earth. 
September 

I . the 9th month; in the Old Roman Calen
dar t he 7th month ('scptem' = seven: from 
March as the New Year); 2. period of harvest
ing; 3. Zodiac: the sun enters Libra about Sep
tember 23rd; 4. tutelary god: Vulcan; 5. festivi
ty: Michaelmas (q.v.): September 29, with its 
traditional food of goose: "If you eat goose on 
Michaelmas, you will never want money all the 
year round". 
sepulchre , 

I. death and corruption: "Their (= of the 
enemies of the Lord) throat is an open sepul
chre" (from which death and corruption issue): 
Ps. 5, 9; 2. whitenef sepulchre: a hypocrite: 
Matth. 23, 27; 3. Dante: m the City of Lucifer 
(Dis) the heretics are punished by being shut in 
uncovered sepu lchres made glowing hot b~· 
flames around them (Inf. 9); 4. v. Grave 'and 
Sarcophagus. 
seraph 

I. etym.: saraf = 'burn', 'fiery'; they are 
fiery serpents, or 'fiery flying serpents' (Isa. 30, 
6): snake - human - bird; 2. they are described 
(e.g. Isa . ch. 6) as: a. standing above the throne 
of god; guardians of the sun-wheel chariot; b. in 
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Christia'h art they are completely red (faces a nd 
wings); they have 6 wings: two towards the 
head , two t.owards the feet, and two out-spread; 
they carry a 'flabellum' (fiery sword) with the 
inscription " Holy , holy, holy"; c. sometimes 
they hold candles and banners (or palm-leaf 
fans) with 'Sanctus'; they stand on wheels 
which have four wings, each of which is 
studded with eyes; 3. emblems: a. spiralling ser
pents; b. carbuncle; 4. guardianship; 5. might , 
swiftness; messengers between heaven and 
earth; 6. wisdom, fiery zeal; 7. her .: d ignity, 
honour, high position (they are the first of the 
9 cho irs of angels); 8. W. Blake: the Spirit of 
Love and Imagination, being nearest to God. 
sergeant 

"this fell sergeant": death (Ham. 5, 2): the 
sheriffs officer who arrests for debt. 
serpent 

A. general: 1. there is a general confusion 
with 'Snake' : even though in biology the term 
'serpent'. is usually preferred for the larger 
kmds, literature has never made that distinc
tion; therefore Snake and Serpent have been 
put under one heading; the other distinct ives 
(viz .. the serpent being limbless, having scales, 
and being characterized by hissing and stinging) 
are not observed either: e.g. in old prints of the 
Paradise-scene the 'serpent' does have limbs. 
looking more like a lizard, or (even likelier) a 
'dragon'; only when specific mention has been 
made of the kind, e.g. Adder (which itself has 
been mixed up with Asp), or Viper, it has been 
given under a separate heading; 2. as the serpent 
represents any primeval, cosmic force, it shares 
the ambiguity of all ancient, elementary sym 
bols (cf. Eagle, Lion, etc.); examples: a . the 
most spiritual of all creatures; it has a fiery na 
Wre, and its swiftness is terrible; it has a long 
life (yearly renewed); b. it is a lso the most 
ear thy animal, cold-blooded, unconscious, unre
lated; c. it is both toxic and prophylactic; d. as 
'Agathadaimon' it is both a good and a bad 
'daemon'; e. Gnostic: emblem of the brain-stem 
and spinal chord, consistent with its predomi· 
nantly reflex psyche; v. Q. I; f. it is the symbol 
for the unconscious, expressing the latter's sud
den manifestation, its painful and da ngerous in
tervention in our affairs (thus being a manifes
tation of the unconscious mother-image), so: 
feminine; but also the phallic symbol, so: mas
culine; 3. as 'dragon' it is often 'plumed' 
'winged' (cf. Basilisk), or 'horned'; 4. it is an'. 
drogynous: self-creative (like Lotus, Scarab , 
etc.); 

B. divine emanation: I. 0.T.: the relation 
between Moses' "Brazen serpent" and Yahweh 

Is highly ambiguous; v. Seraph; II. Greek: I. 
Zeus: a. to escape Cronos he changed into a 
serpent, and his guards into bears, both of 
which are seen as constellations (and are season
al animals); b. he coupled with R hea, his moth
er, who had taken refuge in the form of a 
snake, by taking the same form and becoming 
an ' insoluble knot' w ith her; c. v. H, IV; 2. in 
the Pelasgian Creation-myth Eurynome, the 
Goddess of All Things, rose naked out of 
C'haos, caught hold of the North Wind (Boreas), 
rubbed it between her hands, and the great ser
pent Ophion was created, who fertilized her 
(for Boreas as fertilizer: v. also Horse); 3. it is 
an attribute of Dionysus (as fertility-god); he 
was crowned with serpents (i.e. born in winter: 
v. Seasons); 4. it is sacred to Agathadaemon, 
Apollo, Asclepius, Athena, Erichthonius; the 
serpent from which the staff of Apollo Belve
dere is made, represents Omphalos (v. Navel), 
from which umbilicus was derived; Ill. Norse: 
l. Odin disguised himself as a snake (also as a n 
eagle, its opposite: cf. Zeus), and so did Loki; 
2. this may explain the serpent-forms on Ger
manic swords, e .g. the sword with which Beo
wulf killed Grendel's mother; also in t he 0.E. 
poem "The Wanderer" (a minstrel repenting old 
times): "Now in the place of the dead warriors 
stands a wall, wondrous h igh, covered with ser
pent-shapes" which thus may refer to gods (or, 
less likely, to dead souls); IV. sun(god): J. a 
snake expresses sun-rays (another link with 
sword); 2. in a complete circle it. represents the 
Zodiac (beside Eternity); Macrobius: the curv
ing movement of the sun; 3. the serpent was 
used by the Egypt ians in nearly a ll symbols, but 
mainly the sun-symbol: it even formed part of 
the hair-style of Isis; v. N. I; 

C. evil: l. the inferior inhabiting the supe
rior, evil inhabiting everything; 2. for Yahweh 
conquering the 'monster of the deep': v. Chaos; 
3. as Sata n: fall from Divine Grace; 4. if the 
snake in itse lf is already magically potent, the 
coupling of two, seen by human eyes, is fata l: 
v. t he myth of Tiresias: it brings blindness with 
either homosexuality or change of sex : ref. 
Ovid (Metam. 3, 323ff.); 5. Germanic: a giga n
tic serpent (with lesser snakes) nibbles at t he 
root of the Tree of Life, Yggdrasill; the World
Serpent is Loki's child; 

D. life, healing: l. life: a . connected with 
the wheel of life: v. Ouroboros; b. sacr ificed: 
killing the serpent (= life-force) = to accept 
death (cf. the swan who wafts t he hero to heav
en); c. fertility:. after Python had coupled w ith 
Eurynome (v. B, II , 2) she bashed his head, 
kicked out his teeth. and sent him underground. 

serpent 

(the source of riches), when he claimed author
ship of the Universe; yet from his teeth man 
had sprung; d . Germanic: Balder was rendered 
invincible by a food over which snakes had 
dropped poison; 2. healing: a . the Brazen Ser
pent of Moses: erected by him after the 'visita
tion' of t he 'fiery serpents' (serafim): those 
who looked upon it were cured (later the prac
t ice was recognized as idolatrous and dis
carded); thus the serpent was punishment and 
healing at once; in Hezekiah's time it was called 
Ne hush tan: nehoshet (= brass) + nahash (= 
snake); b. Aesculapius (Apollo's 'son') visited 
t he disease-stricken country of the Romans (at 
t heir bidding) in the fo rm of a crested snake, 
going before them from the temple in Epidau
rus to their ships, and guiding the ship with his 
head on the stern: Ovid (Metam. 15, 626ff.); v. 
also Caduceus (e.g. for the physician's emblem) 
and R, I , 7 , d; 

E. eternity, fertility, regeneration: I. eterni
ty: I. v . Ouroboros: a snake biting its own tail, 
making a circle; 2. in Babylonian myth the thief 
who steals the plant of immortality from Gil
gamesh is a snake; II. fert ility: I. it is often 
co iled around a person to give generative heat: 
Aion, the Egg of the World , Buddha, etc.; 2. in 
the Adonis-myth the part of the year he spends 
with Persephone is represented by a snake (win
ter); 3. on the love-bed of Queen Titania was 
shed a snake's "enamelled skin, Weed wide 
enough to wrap a fairy in": MND 2, I; III. 
regeneration: I. it sheds its skin ; 2. Babylonian : 
the earth-god Ea-En-ki (in serpent-form) gave 
man knowledge of the World's Order, but made 
dea th necessary, so he could rise again; 3. light
ning (apart from fert ility) is a sign of the birth 
of a new Cycle (v. Thunder); 4. t he marrow of a 
dead man's spine becomes a snake: v. Q, 1 , and 
Spine; v. also E, I, 2; 

F. earth, underworld: I. incarnation of the 
dead; 2. the world-snake of 'Midgard', biting its 
own ta ii, also stands for the ocean which encir
cles the earth, and is the place where the sun 
makes its Night-crossing(= the Underworld ) ;'his 
movement causes the sea-storms; at the Twi
light of the Gods he fought (and was van
quished by) his great enemy Thor; 3. the winds 
are represented as having serpents' tails : coming 
from the ground (the wind-mountain), so chtho
nian, in charge of the White Goddess (and later 
the witches), or Aeolus; it may also refer to the 
tapering of their strength; 4. Eros was originally 
a chthonic snake, a Lord of the Underworld, 
where death-resurrection took place: v. the 
myth of Eros and Psyche; 5. as psychopomp: 
"As it fell upon a day Rich Dives sickened and 
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serpent 

died ; Then came two serpents out of hell , His 
soul therein to guide": ballad "Dives and Laza
rus"; 6. for the Chaos-mo nster: v. Chaos; 7. v. 
E, Ill , 2, and E, II, 2; 

G. water: I . as to form: undulating water; 
but the snake-dragon is also oft.en seen as a 
drought-monster, hoarding up all the water 
(and fertility); 2. especially when horned , it 
often stands for water; 3. Germanic: the sea 
contains an enormous serpent , which rose from 
it at Ragnarok: V. r, 2; 

H. guardian of the Treasure : I. of the Gar
den with the Sacred Trees: I . Ladon is the 
brother of Eurydice as Serpent-goddess; he is 
the oracular serpent in every Paradise, coiling 
the apple-tree (Eden, Hesperides, etc.); 2. for 
the serpent in the garden v. also Camel and 
Gems; II. of the Spring of Life : I . often in a 
vulva-cave; 2. of the hidden spiritual treasure; 3. 
the keeper of the subterranean gold ; III. with
ho lding fert ility: I . Python , the serpent 
hatched from the slime of the Deluge, withheld 
the treasure of fertility (as earth-snake) and 
would have killed Leto's (= Leda's) son (who 
was fertilized by an air-spirit, a swan, as Leda); 
Apollo killed him: the world-wide expectation 
of the Virgin, whose son will crush the serpent's 
head; 2. v. a lso G, I ; IV. protector of s tore
houses, etc. against mice and other vermin: re
la ted to Zeus; v. also L, II, 3, b; 

I. deceased souls: Clytemnestra dreamed she 
gave birth to a snake .whom she suckled; this was 
explained by the sooth-sayers as her having in
curred the anger of the dead; 

J. the most ancient phallic symbo l: I. Ca
naanite c ults of fertility (a symbol of evil for 
the later puritan Israelites) were not o nly phal
lic ri tes, but also divination (v. ' ta lking snake' 
below) and magic; moreover, beside its shape, it 
is the most 'naked' of all animals; 2. probably 
also in Ezekiel's vision , where he saw the e lders 
of Jerusalem swinging censers to idols of "every 
fo rm of creeping things" "pourtrayed upon the 
wall" of a secret chamber of the Temple: 8 7 -
12; ' 

K. associated with the Mother Goddess: I. 
the feminine principle, fertility, etc. : I. psych.: 
v. A, 2, f; a nd Q; 2. Eve (or Lilith) seen as an 
Underworld-goddess; 3. goddesses with snake(s) 
m their ha nds: Artemis, Hecate, Persephone; 4. 
goddesses with snakes for hair (cf. the popular 
belief that women's hair, when torn o ut , be
comes a snake; cf. horse-hair): Medusa, Erinyes; 
5. connected with Demeter and Persephone: v. 
E, II, 2; 6 . connected with Eurydice as Ser
pent-goddess, and as ruler of the Underworld: 
male sacrifices were made to her (death by 
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venom); 7. snake-charming is connected with 
Medea, who is also connected with the Caul 
dron o f Regeneration as Great Goddess; 8. the 
serpent of Athene killed Lallcoon and his sons: 
e.g. Vergil (A en. 2, I 99ff.); 9. with reference to 
Cleopatra: "Where's my serpent of old Nile?": 
Ant. 1, 5; II. connected with witchcraft: v. K, 
7; L, II, 2, etc.; 

L. character: 
I. evil: I. deceit, cra ftiness, the Devil: the 

latter often has a 'com plete' female upper half, 
or it has the apple of temptatio n in its mouth ; 
2. att ribute of Lust ('luxuria ') : represented as 
hanging from her breasts; 3. secrecy, hiding: a. 
" ... or bid me lurk Where serpe nts hide": Rom. 
4 , I ; b. "Look like th ' innocent nower, Bu t be 
the serpent under it": Mac. I , 5; 4 . danger, 
death : a. the "temptation of the desert" of the 
Hebrews; b. a serpent will destroy the world in 
the end : v. F, 2; c. as to form: darts and ar
rows: sun-heroes dying by 'snake-bit~s' in the 
hee ls, etc.; Gunthe r (Gunnar) died in a snake
pit ; this may refer to the equation serpent = 
wint er; 5. materia lism: attachment to earthly 
things; 6. slavery: the snake led mankind into 
bondage; 7. (evil) fasc ination, tem ptation: a. of 
the strength of matter : Jason - Medea , Hercules 
- Omphalc, Adam - Eve; b. attribute of Sin, 
personified as a young man walking a curving 
and dangerous road; the snake is round his 
waist; c. "as the sna ke, rolled in a flow'ring 
bank, With shining, checkered slough , doth 
sting a child, That for the beauty thinks it ex
cellent": 2H6 3, I ; 8. jealousy: a. Hera sent 
Pyt hon after Le to (Leda) in jealousy to give her 
no rest; b. attribute of Envy-icons: snake-hair, 
or a snake hanging from a breast, or creeping 
from her mouth ; c. Envy feeds on sna kes: Ovid 
(Metam. 2, 773); 9. laziness: attribute of Sloth 
personified ; 10. punishment: a. the Hebrews in 
the 'wilderness'; b. Germanic: Loki was pun
ished by the gods with a snake hanging over 
him and dropping po ison on him (sometimes 
caugh t in a vessel by a woman) ; 

II. good: 1. wisdom of the deep (under
wo rld ), the great (life} mysteries: a. serpent 
hearts were roasted and eaten by warriors a s 
givers of streng th and wisdom (Norse); b. attrib
ute of Prudence: ref. Matth. 10, 16; c. a ttribute 
of Dialectics: round her waist; d. yet sometimes 
represented as stupid: in Aesop (Fables 57) it 
puts its head, which was being stung by a wasp, 
under a waggon-wheel, hoping to kill the wasp; 
2. prophecy: the future (fertility) lies (veiled) 
in the Underworld: a. the most typical chthonic 
animal knows all the secrets of life, resurrec
tion, and co_ntinued life; b. incarnations of the 

spirits of oracula r heroes were supposed to lick 
the ears o f wizards, so that they would under
stand the ' language' of birds and insects, and 
snakes: read omens from their behaviour ; cf. 
next; c. Greek: a. Delphi: the tr ipod and the 
ompha los (v. Navel) were the grave of the 
Python-sna ke; b. the Apollo oracle of the 
Epirots had snakes, the omens being 'read' from 
the way they took their food from a naked 
virgin; c. Zeus' tree-oracle at Oodona also con
tained snakes; d. Helenus, Cassa ndra and 
Melampus got their power of divina tion from 
snakes; 3. beneficent sublimated forces: a. the 
Egyptian diadem; b. the Roman benevolent 
household snakes, responsible for the welfare of 
the family; snakes (as 'genius loci') were 
pain ted on spots which were to be protected 
from defilement; 4. one of the things which are 
"too wonderful" : the way of the serpent on a 
rock: Prov. 30, 19ff.; 

M. correspondences: I. ,he opposites: a. 
man and beast in general; b . bird (air): e .g. a 
snake is put to flight by a peacock's song; an 
ibis is supposed to gorge on snakes; and its eter
nal struggle with the eagle is world-w ide; e.g. v. 
R, JI, 4 ; c. its ' natural enemies' are: the uni
corn, the elephant , and the deer; d . the frog: 
e.g. Dante ( Inf. 9, 76f.); e. weasel: in Aesop; f. 
the bee : from the same flower the one sucks poi
son and the other honey: ref. Per. l, I ; g. bull: 
the living (sun)hero, whereas the snake is the 
dead, buried, chtho nic hero; h. fish : give a ser
pent when a fish is asked for: Mai. 7, IO; 2. 
period : (e.g. Greek) connected with winter (v. 
Seasons, but also Webster: Wh. Dev. I, 2); 3. 
part o f world: attribute of Africa; 

N. special mythical metJnings: I. Egyp t: a . 
the serpent was used in nearly all their sym bo ls 
(v. B, JV, 3); b. the snake of the Primordial 
Waters (Apap, the 'coluber') is the enemy o f 
the Light-god, frying to prevent the latter from 
rising; often Seth = Apap; c. the favo urable 
uraeus-snake ('cobra di capello', the Basilisk of 
the Greeks), signifying roya l and divine authori
ty, and appearing on the heads of gods and 
kings, is the kind which fights for the Light
God, often fire-breathing (v. Fire) and winged; 
d. often the ram-headed god Re (Ra , sun-god) 
was represented as passing throµgh, or over, or 
under, the ear th-snake while sta nding in a boat 
(v. Boat); e. the earth-snake seen as the place of 
resurrection, was sometimes identified with 
Osiris; f. emblem of Buto, goddess of primal 
darkness, nurse of Bubastis and Horus, and cor
respo nding with Leto in Greek mytho logy; 2. 
O.T.: a. the root of the word for snake is the 
same as that of ' to divine' and 'witchcraft'; b. 

serpent 

the spiralling (fiery) serpent is the emblem of 
Seraph, q.v.; c. v. Aaron's rod; d . undiluted 
wine: " At the last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder": Prov. 23 , 32; 3. Greek: 
a. Aesop (Fables 54): at Zeus' wedding it came 
with a rose in its mouth, yet even then (the 
sky-god) Zeus did not accept it ; b. a serpent 
coiled round a plane-tree ea ting a nest of 8 
young birds and their mother: the augury of 
the 9 years of the Troja n War: Homer ( II. 2, 
325ff.), Ovid (Metam. 12, I 2ff.); 4. Rome: a. a 
sign of authority and dominance; b. v. L. II, 3, 
b; 5. Germanic: e.g. B, III , a nd F, 2; 6. Chris
tian: a. St. Patrick delivered Ireland from the 
sna ke, i.e. from the phallic snake-worship, con
nected with the round towers; b . a cup, or chal
ice, with a ser pent rising from it: refers to the 
legend a bo ut St. John the Divine, who was 
about to drink poison, which left the cup in the 
fo rm of a serpent; for their fondness of wine v, 
Pliny 10, 93; c. =Christ: St. John 3, 14: "Even 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the So n of Man be lifted up": 
Christ and Satan as the two sons of Yahweh, 
sharing the same symbol; cf. Lion; d. under 
Mary's feet: the New Eve vanquishing the 
snake, just as the Old Eve had succumbed to it; 
cf. H, III, I ; 

O. her.: I . strategy, mil itary fame; 2. cour
age; 3. vigilance; 

P. a/ch.: I . the winged serpent : the volatile; 
2. wingless: the fixed ; 3 . crucified: fixation of 
the volatile, sublimation (Prometheus); 4. 'the 
feminine in man': a ndrogynous Mercury ('ani
ma'); 5. v. also Lightning; 

Q. psych. : I. the spiral chord and marrow: 
sublimation of persona lity ; snakes may be born 
from the human spine: Pliny (10 , 86); 2. the 
lower vertebrates have a lways been favo urite 
symbols of the collective psychic substratum ; 3. 
the world of instinct, especia lly of the vital 
processes least accessible~ 4. the unconscious in 
a more pr im itive and instinctual stage than the 
F ish (q.v.); 5. snake-dreams occur when the 
conscious mind is deviat ing from its instinctual 
basis; the snake then is the .personification of 
the threatening aspect of the conflict; 6. (like 
cat, bear, a nd crocodile) the Kore and Mother
figures represented as animals; the ambi-sexual 
nature of the snake is seen in all kinds of hero
myths, where the hero is 'shot' or 'bitten' at the 
heel (q.v.) by a serpent as "the mysterious 
numen of the Mother" (Jung); 7. the Snake as 
Christ = the Fish: rising from the unknown 
depths of wate r and land, plus the suddenness 
of (also psychic) happe nings ,whis;h frighten and 
redeem; 8. 'cold-blooded': the inhuman co~-
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serpent 

tents of the unconscious and tendencies of an 
abstractly intellectual as well as concretely ani
mal nature: the extra~1uman qualities in man; 9. 
the Shadow: Man's weakness and unconscious
ness. and thus a theriomorphic symbol of the 
Self in dreams; I 0. as an image: the destruction 
of the forces of life, the poison of the stea lthily 
creeping serpent of time, consuming our bodies; 
I I. the contradiction lying in the urge of youth 
for limi~less expansion often lies hidden behind 
an obstinate and purposeless cleaving to life in 
the old form: Priapus whose phallus is bitten by 
a snake in the Archeological Museum in Verona 
(beside winter killing fertility); 12. symbol of 
transcendence: symbol of depth , intermediary 
between life and death, consciousness and sub
consciousness, etc.; 

R. combinations: 
I. (with other) parts of the body, colour 

material, action: I. the black snakes becam~ 
poisonous under Jove's reign (after Saturn's 
Golden Age): Vergil (Georg. I, 129); 2. Brazen 
serpent: a. brass was then the hardest and most 
durable metal; b. v. B, I; D, 2, a, etc.; 3. a 
crested snake: Cadmus and his wife, in utter 
misery at the (supposed) loss of daughter and 
grandson, voluntarily changed into crested 
snakes, which even now neither wound nor 
fear mankind: Ovid (Metam. 4, 562ff.); 4. the 
Crucified Snake: a. the opposite of the encir
cling .snake: the cht honic feminine principle 
van.q u1shed by the spirit; b. Christ; c. v. P, 3; 5. 
eating dust: Peace: "Dust shall be the serpent's 
meat": Isa. 65, 25; 6. eggs: (Celtic) sea-urchins 
(q.v.); 7. an encircling snake: a. triumphant; b. 
entanglement (q.v.); c. around a club, etc.: 
(Tree of) Life encircled by evil to be combated 
by medicine; d. the cowed (sublimated) serpent 
counterbalancing the untamed: the serpent as a 
cure for the wound of a serpent; also associated 
with. the chalice: v. N, 6, b, and Healing; e. 
feruhty: v. E, II, l; 8. serpent's eyes: heroes 
often have serpents' eyes: like kills like, and the 
eyes are the least dangerous part to take over 
(unless of the Basilisk): v. Hero; 9. halfserpent: 
Cecrops, Erichthonius (set among the stars as 
Auriga), Capricorn, the winds, etc.; I 0. a ser
pent's head: a. replaced by a lion's head: sun
symbol; b. more heads: a. v. Number and Multi
plicity; b. 3-headed: active, passive, and neutral; 
c. 7-h~aded: multiplication of unity, all kinds 
of evil, 7 directions, planets, sins, etc.; d . 
9-headed: the Hydra (according the some: a 
fem.ale number); c. replaced by a sheep's head 
(Anes): spring, initiation, fire: spiritualization· 
11. plumed serpent : a. Greek: the 'snake-bird',: 
Wryneck, q.v.; b. the (Pueblo) Indian genius of 
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rain-clouds and water: a green-feathered snake , 
Quetzalcoatl; c. beneficence; d. reconciliation of 
opposites, earth and air; e. deliverance from 
ca~t.h; f. angel of the dawn; cf. also Seraph; g. 
spmt of all knowledge; h. v. P, I; R. II , 4; 12. 
sea-ser pent: the unconsc ious and the Abyss; v. 
also F, 2; 13. serpent's teeth: a. from the 
bas.hed forehead of Boreas sprang the teeth 
wh1c~ became men (v. B, II, 2); b. sowing ser· 
pents. teeth : Jason was ordered by the king or 
Colch1s (whose daughter was Medusa a witch 
who supplied him with magic herbs) t~ sow th~ 
teeth, which became warriors, which Jason con
quered by making them fight each other (v. 
Dragon's teeth); 14. twin-snakes: a. death: e.g. 
Laocoon was killed by the serpents that Athena 
sent, by making Alecto take two snakes out of 
her serpent hair: Vergil (Georg. 2, l 99ff.); b. all 
opposites: ear.th/heaven, good/evil, male/fe
male, etc.; c. somet imes one of the serpents has 
one or two horns; 

11. with other objects: l. serpents in bas
kets: carried with phalloi (or phalloi-shaped ob
jects) in all kinds of fert ility-mysteries; certain
y the snake played an important part in the 
Dionysian or Sabazian initiation-ri tes, where 
such terms as " the god through the lap" and 
"lying in the lap", etc. were used; 2. a body 
passing through a snake: a. the transit of light 
(Ra) through darkness: the Night-<:rossing; b. 
purifying passage of the soul through wisdom; 
c. perhaps related to such stories as Jonah's; 3. 
a serpent-<lrawn chariot: a. of Medusa as Moon 
and earth-goddess: Hecate+ Demeter ; b. (later) 
with Helius; 4. with an eagle: the eagle's victory 
over the snake: the same as the Crucified snake: 
the chthonic fem inine principle vanquished by 
the spirit; 5. with a chalice: v. N, 6, b; 

S. special literary meanings: I. Dante: a. ser
pents-reptiles-frogs and dogs are the commonest 
comparisons for the damned in Hell; b. serpents 
torment naked thieves in darkness: some trans
fix them (C. 24 ); some are changed into reptiles 
o~ snakes (not clearly distinguised) ; IL A. Pope: 
his famous attack on the alexandrine: "That, 
hke a wounded snake, drags its slow length 
along"; Ill. W. Blake: a. the viper is Reason 
adorned with gold and glittering stones (= hard'. 
ened truths), which limits man's insight into the 
~finite; b. in the earlier poems: priesthood; c. 
m the later poems: materialism; d. still later: 
the mortal body; e. Passion, embracing Vala in 
the North (Canada): "America" , 'Preludium'; f. 
Ore is 'serpent-formed': a. revolution is eternal · 
b. revolt always rises from below; c. 'suppressed' 
desire'; d. repressed and so: hypocritical· IV. 
Beddoes: "Man in whom are met Leopard' and 

,nakc": "Death's Jest Book" ('A Beautiful 
Night'); 

T. folklore: I . as there is only one snal<e in 
I· ngland: v. Adder; 2. genera l snake-charms over 
doors, bracelets, and rings: a. fertility; b. pro
tection; 

U. v. Caduceus, Basilisk. 
111Ven 

A. (solar) holiness, consecration: I. the 
Bible: I. the seven-branched candelabra; 2. the 
days of consecration of Aaron and his sons as 
priests took seven days; 3. the sprinkling of the 
blood of a sin-offering should be done 7 times 
(with the finger): Lev. 4, 6, and 17; 8, 11; 4. 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, was so holy 
that he vanished into thin air: he "walked with 
God: and he was not"; 5. Balaam demanded 7 
altars, 7 oxen, and 7 rams for his sacrifice be
fo re he could prophesy; 6. oath: 'bind one by 7 
things': e.g. Gen. 2 1, 28; 7. the Lamb of Rev. 
has 7 eyes and 7 horns (5, 6): the gifts of the 
Spirit, = the 7 lamps of his throne in 4, 5 (cf. 
Isa. I I , 2ff.); 8. 7 trumpets introduced 7 visions 
in Rev.: the execution on earth of the vision in 
heaven; 9 . solar: Samson had: a. 7 braids of 
hair; b. 7 days of a wedding fea'st; c. he was 
bound by 7 withes; II. Egypt: the na me of the 
Supreme Deity has 7 vowels; Ill. Babylonian 
Sumerian myths swarm with sevens; IV. Greek: 
since Pythagoras: holy and divine; V. Mithra
ism: Mithra had seven beams going out from his 
head, and a stair of 7 steps; VI. Celtic: a. Cu
chulainn has 7 fingers and toes, 7 pupils of the 
eye, was at court at the age of 7, etc'.; b. Ireland 
has 7 Sacred Trees, q.v. ; Vil. Christian: a. the 
seven gifts of the H. Spirit: the seven spirits 
before God's throne (Rev. I, 4 ); v. also Rain
bow; b. capital virtues (3 theological and 4 
cardinal); c. sacraments; d. works of charity; 
VIII. general: a. a Supreme solar Being usually 
has 7 rays: v. above; b. Madame Blavatsky 
had Seven Sacred Trances (referred to in T.S. 
Eliot's "A Cooking Egg"); 

B. completion, a complete cycle, perfection, 
"fulfilment, a round number: I. the Bible: a. at 
the battle of Jericho (Josh. ch. 6) we have in
numerable sevens; b. the Lord's prayer has 7 
requests; c. social classes in Rev. 6, 15; cf. Hero
dotus about Egypt; d. Cabala: there are 7 
Heavens ; e. the ideal number for sons (as 3 for 
daughters): Job, El, Baal, Mot, Karet, etc.; II. 
Egypt: a. connected with Osiris: 7 gods died 
with him, and will be reborn with him; b. con
nected with Seshat, the Seven-Goddess; in hier. 
she is represented l;>y two upturned horns with 
a 7-beam star under them ; she is the goddess of 
the Order of the World-House, of man's life and 

seven 

resurrection; she has 7 architects under her (= 
scribes, for writing = creating); II I. general: I. 
the planetary order; 2. the planes of conscious
ness: sensation, emotion, renective intelligence, 
intuition , spirituality, will, intimation of the 
divine; 3. colours (of the Rainbow) ; 4. musical 
notes; 5. liberal arts; 6 . wonders of the world; 
7. number of holes in the head; 8. in ballads a 
constantly recurrent number (sometimes tabu
ed into "six lang years and ane") for time indi
cations, number of children, ships, etc.; 9. prov
erbs: a. "Seven may be company, but nine are 
confusion"; b. "You make poke a man's fire 
after you have known him seven years, but not 
before"; 10 . Ruskin : the Seven Laws of Growth 
and Decay; and the Seven Lamps of Architect
ure (referred to in T.S. Eliot's " Burbank with a 
Baedeker"); 

C. creation, cosmos, space: I . square + tri
angle: a. Pythagoras: world (4) +deity (3); b. 
the 6 directions of space + the Centre (= the 
three-dimensional cross); c. heaven and earth ; 2. 
Rome: built on seven hills; 

D. stability, safety, rest: for the Seventh 
Day of rest, the Sabbatical year, and the Jubi
lee: v. E, 3; 

E. purification: I. a woman is unclean after 
giving birth to a male child fo r seven days; after 
a female child for 2 X 7 days (Lev. ch. 12); she 
had to stay away from the temple another 33 
days, making a total of 40; 2. 7 days of inspect
ion of doubtful leprosy: Lev. ch. 13; 3. the land 
is purified by rest on the 7th day , in the 7th 
year, and the Jubilee-year (= 7 X 7 years): Lev. 
ch. 25; 4. the child of the Shunammite, coming 
to life again after Elisha had lain on it mouth
to-mouth, sneezed 7 times, to drive 7 devils 
out: 2Kings 4 , 35; 5. Elisha sends Naaman to 
wash in the (muddy) Jordan river 7 times : 
2Kings 5, 10; 

F. initiation (to completeness): I. Mithra is 
worshipped as a bull of '7 fights' : the initiates 
went through 7 grades; 2. a stag with at least 12 
antlers, being 7 years old (7 'fights') is called 
'royal'; 

G. luck: v. Folklore; 
H. wisdom: a. the Seven Pillars of Wisdom; 

here 'seven' may mean 'many' (v. J), as in Prov. 
24, 16: "a just man falleth seven times"; v. also 
Pillars; b. the Kings of Babylon had 7 counsel
lors: Ezra 7, 14, and 28;and Esther l, 14;c. in 
general 7 is connected with health and light; 

I. time: I. the Bible: a. the seven seals of the 
Book in Rev. refers to the Future; b. the seven
branched candelabra has been related to the 
seven ages of mankind: 
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seven 

a. to Noah; 
b. to Abraham; 
c. to David; 
d. to Daniel ; 

e. to J ohn the Baptist; · 
f to Judgment Day; 
g. Repose; 

11. Celtic: the calendar months from solstice to 
solstice; III. genera l: a. the seven days of the 
week: 6 days +the Centre(= the Divine Source 
= the Day of Rest); b. Shakespeare divides 
man's life into seven ages: A YL 2, 7; c. in bal
lads the period of a person's absence, or wait
ing, is generally seven years; 

J . indefinite number, many: I. the O.T .: a. 
" give a portion (of bread) to seven, and also to 
eigh t" (= more than many): Eccl. 11 , 2; cf. H, 
a; b. the lean and fat years of Pharaoh's dream · 
II. Greek: a. seven kings against The be, and 
seven defending ; the City had 7 gates, its seer 
(Tir~sias) was a woman for 7 years, lived 7 gen
erations, e tc.; b. seven sons and seven daught ers 
of Niobe; 

K. feminine (enchantment, etc.): I. O.T.: in 
"Esther": there are 7 eunuchs in Ahasuerus' 
pal?ce, 7 princes at the court, Esther got 7 
maids (2, 9), was taken to Ahasuerus in the 7th 
year of his reign, etc.; v. A, III ; II. Egypt: v. B, 
II , b ; Ill. Greek: a . sacred to Athena as Sun
goddess (before the sun-gods); b. Hydra had 7, 
9, or 50 heads (all feminine numbers) ; c. 7 Hes
perides; d . Plato: Seven Sirens sing in the Seven 
Heavenly Spheres; v. Music; e. the (constella
tion) Pleiades, daugh ters of Atlas: 6 visible and 
one hidden (either Electra mourning for Troy, 
or Merope ashamed of having married the mor
tal Sisyphus); IV. Assyro-Babylonian: for Ishtar 
shedding her veils descending into the Under
world: v. Ishtar; V. Christian: the Virgin Mary 
had 7 glories, 7 joys, and 7 sorrows; VJ. gener
al: a. related to the Moon ( 4 X 7); b. a Cinder
ella story has 7 virgins; 

L. inverted holiness: I. evil: A. the Bible: a. 
the number of things which are an abomination 
to the Lord: Prov. 6, 16ff.; b. seven nations 
migh tier than Israel, were cast out by the Lord ; 
Deut. 7, I ; c. the Great Whore of Babylon sits 
on 7 mountains; d . the 7 vials of God's wrath; 
e. Nebuchadnezzar was a beast for 7 years· B. 
Christian : the Seven Deadly Sins, as inversi~ns 
of the Seven Vir tues; II. the underworld: from 
Babylon o n we have a sevenfold division of the 
Underworld , in concentric circles; e.g. v. Ishtar; 
III. pain, punishment : a . the seven plagues of 
Egypt; b. seven penitential psalm s; c. psych.: 
conflict; IV. stubbornness, deceit ; 

M. Occult correspo ndences: a. "The Mys
tic"; the number assigned to Adam, Jehova , 
Uranus, Apollo, etc.; b. Zodiac: related to 
Libra; c. its nature : cold, subt le, and slow ir 
effect; d . planet: Saturn; 
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N. folklore: I . lucky: anything lucky is 
made st ill luckier by the connection with lhc 
number seven: e.g. 7 . horseshoes, or a horse
shoe with 7 nails (especially arranged 3 and 4); 
2. a Seven th Child: the 7th son of a 7th so n, o r 
the 7th daughter of a 7th daughter, has special 
gifts, especially of healing; 3. the Seven II/his· 
tiers : many kinds of birds a re said to be the 
Whistlers, portending death to those hearing 
them; they are variously explained, e.g. as the 
souls of the dead ; 

0. v. Fourteen , Forty-two, and o ther multi
ples of Seven . 
seventy 

I. a fortunate number: 10 X 7; 2. used very 
frequently in the Bible: a. a holy number: e.g. 
Gen. 50, 3; Isa. 23, 15; Jer. 25, I lff. ; Dan. 9. 
24 ; b. a round number: Gen. 46 , 27; Ex . 24, 9 ; 
Num. 11 , 16; fodg. 8, 30; c. the number of 
palm-trees in Elim : Ex. 15, 27; d . the male de
scendants of Ahab who were killed by the el
ders (the rest killed by Jehu himself) : 2Kings 
10, 6; 3. the number of languages: Rabbinical 
tradition. 
seventy-two 

I. a ri tual number: 8 X 9; 2. a multiple of 9 
(lunar wisdom) and 8 (solar increase); 3. asso
ciated with angels and mercy; 4 . wisdom : 72 
doctors of the Law (Septuagint) worked 72 
days to translate the 5 books of Moses into 
Greek; 5. evil : a. Seth had 72 conspirators, plot
ting against Osiris; b . mul tiple of the confusion 
of Babel ; c. the number of 'jarring sects' of the 
world in FitzGerald's transl. of O. Khayyam. 
sewing 

for God sewing the universe: v. Tailor. 
sex 

I. sexual assault : I. in nature-myths: one 
season attacking another (sexually, because of 
its connection with fert ility), or any consecu
tive period or cycle; 2. women attack men spy
ing on, or straying into, their mysteries; some 
examples: a. Orpheus killed by Maenads; here 
the relation with season and fertility is clearly 
brought out (Ovid: Metam. 11 , I ff.): a. he was 
killed with agricultural implements; b. the trees 
mourn, shed their leaves as if shaven off in 
mourning; the rivers are swelling "with tears" ; 
c. stress is laid on his recognition in the Under
world and his reunion with Eurydice (as god
dess of the Underworld-fertility); d. the Mae
nads are turned in to oaks; b. Agave - Pentheus: 
Ovid (Metam. 3, 725ff.); c. Dryope - Hylas; d. 
Cicones in Thrace; e. Ishtar - Tam muz ; f. myths 
like Cybele - Attis and Isis - Osiris are varian ts; 

II. change of sex: A. reasons may be: a. pun
ishment by (or reward of) a deity; b. escape 
from danger, e.g. the Evil Eye; B. examples: a. 

Tiresias: v. Serpent; b. Cacneus (Ovid: Metam. 
12, I 77 ff.) had been born as Caenis, beau tiful 
daugh ter of Elatus; she was raped by Neptune, 
and was given a wish: ' not to be a woman any
mo re, so that she would never suffer so again', 
and she became a man; he was then made invul
nerable as well; c. the girl !phis (Ovid : Metam. 
9, 704ff.) was given boy's clothes, because her 
father had wanted a boy and had sworn to kill 
his child if she happened to be a gir l; she then 
fell in love with ano ther girl , Ianthe, and 
through the intervent ion of the gods really be
came a man; C. v. also Androgyne and Transves
tite; 

Ill. sexual continence: as loss o f semen con
stitutes a considerable loss of strength (v. 
Semen) continence is the normal preparation 
for extraordinary exert ions, or maintained as 
homoeopathic magic: a. as a preparation for 
war, or a great religious ri tual; b. during periods 
of mourning; c. during grain-sowing, fishing, or 
hunt ing; 

IV. sexual orgies: the homoeopath ic magic 
of Ill reversed: indiscriminate copulat ion at 
critical seasonal periods (later continued at 
witch-sabbaths); 

V. for the continuation of sex after death: 
v. Doll , Beard; 

V I. v. Coit ion, Male, Female, Phallus, Semen, 
Vulva. 
shade 

I . night: "Let us be Diana's foresters, gen
tlemen of the shade, minions of . the Moon": 
I H4, I , 2; v. Darkness, Night , e tc.; 2. a/ch.: one 
of the names of Prime Matter ; 3. D. Thomas: a. 
soul ; b. "shades of children": the as yet uncon
ccived child ren clamouring to be made by their 
parents; c. "shades of girl s": as seen by men in 
their dreams, unreal 'ghosts'; v. Shadow. 
shadow 

I . neither body , nor soul , but something in
bctween , and which, having the form and q uali
ty of the body, serves to envelop the soul ; it is 
the shadow which enters the Underworld; yet it 
is very powerful: e.g. in Acts (5 , 15) people 
bring the sick into the st reet , and lay them on 
beds and couches, so that at least the shadow of 
Peter passing by may overshadow them ; in the 
Underworld our shadows (which never leave us 
on earth) act as accusers in the judgment after 
death: Lucian ; 2. life: (talking about man:) "all 
the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a 
shadow": Eccl. 6, 12; 3. gloom, obscuri ty, 
death: a. "Before I go whence I shall not re
turn, even to the land of darkness and the shad
ow of death": Job I 0 , 2 1; this idea is constant
ly expressed in the Psalms; b. declining shadow 

shadow 

= approaching death: "My days are like a shad
ow that declineth": Ps. I 02, 11 ; c. the "gentle 
shadow" of Ven. 1001 ; fear ing a death-sen tence 
Buckingham says: " I am the shadow of poor 
Buckingham": H8, I , I ; 4. ghost , departed 
spirit , soul: "shadows of Elysium": ('ymb. 5, 4; 

5. the past: Emerson; 6 . protection : a. the 
shadow of the protection of God's wings: Ps. 
36, 7; 57, I , etc.; also " in the shadow of his 
hand hath he hid me": Isa. 49 , 2; b. "Alack, 
what mischiefs might he set a broach In shadow 
of such greatness": 2 H4 4, 2; 7. a mere name 
witho ut a man to correspond: 2 H4 3, 2; 8. re
nection: "The shadow of myself fo rmed in her 
eye"; K. John 2, I; 9. image: of a person pro
duced in the im agination : "My soul's imaginary 
sight Presents thy shadow to my sightless 
view": Sann. 27; 

10. a player: R3 1, 3; 11. of a man : a. 
woman: follow them and they ny , Oy and they 
pursue; moreover they are st rongest at morn 
and eve (Johnson); b. a son : "So the son of the 
female is the shadow of the male": 2H4 3, 2; 
12. psych.: (Jung) "everything that the subject 
refuses lo acknowledge about himself and yet is 
always thrusting itself upon him direc tly or in
directly - for instance, inferior traits of charac
ter and other incompatible tendencies": the 
'dark' (prim it ive, insti nctive) side of a personali
ty (just as the 'anima' is the fem inine side in a 
man. and the 'animus' in a woman: v. Arche
types); if not recogn ized the shadow tends to 
project itself o n 'evi l' persons, adversaries 
around him, till the whole world around him 
becomes 'evil', malignant; 

13. special literary references: A. Plato: v. 
Cave; 13. W. Shakespeare: constantly uses the 
antithesis shadow - substance (variously em
ployed), e.g. in I H6 2. 3 Talbot describes his 
painting on the wall as his shadow, but also his 
ind ividual person : his real 'substance' is his 
body of underfed , scarecrow Englishmen; v. 
further \Viv. 2, 2; Sonn . 43 , 53 etc.; C. Dante: 
a. the spirits of the dead recognize him as a 
living being, because he casts a shadow; b. = 
ignorance: if God's light docs not shine in this 
world, all is darkness, or "shadow o f the ncsh", 
or its venom (= vice): Par. 19 , 65 ff.; D. W. 
Blake: a. the prc-<:xistcnce of the body in 
Ue ulah; b. suppressed Desire; c. the 'Shadowy 
Female': Nature; v. Vala; E. FG. lorca: a. neg
ative, like Sea and Green : it does affirm, and is 
conducive to. amorous existence, or life , but 
that is life- in-shade (the opposite: Orange= pos
itive love); so, dark luvc, with possible suicide; 
b. fruitless life. death ; I'. T.S. Eliot: ("The Hol
low Men"): the shad0w of fea r, of frustrat ion 
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shallot 

(not 'the real thing'), essential of temporary 
life; G. D. Thomas: "shadowless man": vam
pire, living off the life of others, sterile himself; 

14. the King of Shadows: Oberon: MND 3, 
2; 15. shadow-drama (e.g. Javanese Wayang, 
modern Greek puppets): intervention of ances
tral spirits in human affairs; 16. folklore: a 
man's shadow is a manifestation of his soul, his 
'double' : whatever happens to it, happens to 
him. 
shallot 

the most aphrodisiac of spices, especially 
when taken with pepper and pine-nuts. 
shamrock 

1. three-leaf: a. Trinity in unity; b. hope; c. 
loyalty; d. emblem of St. Patrick who ex
pounded the theory of the Trinity with it , and 
thus the plant drove the serpents into the sea 
(as they 'cannot touch it'); however, v. Serpent; 
e. emblem of Ireland; 2. four-leaf: a. luck; b. 
the four cardinal points of space, etc.: v. Four; 
3. v. aover. 
Shangri-la 

I. mythical, hidden Tibetan land in J. 
Hilton's popular novel " Lost Horizon"; 2. re
treat from the world; 3. eternal youth. 
Shannon 

1. a natural barrier ; famous for trout and 
salmon fishing; 2. a very early Christian centre 
was situated on the river: the seven Churches of 
Clonmacnoise; 3. dipping in the Shannon makes 
one lose one's bashfu lness. 
shard 

v. Potsherd. 
shark 

1. danger, evil; 2. its ' natural enemy' is the 
Dolphin; 3. death of matter, leaving only the 
bone of spirituality: e.g. Hemingway ("The Old 
Man and the Sea"; v. also Man); 4. folklore: 
sharks know when a man on board ship is going 
to die, and follow it for miles, waiting for the 
water-burial. 
shaving 

v. Hair, Beard. 
sheaf 

1. Egyptian hier.: limitation; 2. comparable 
to 'fascis': a. unification, integration, and con
trol of powers, strength; b. any symbol of bind
ing, like Knot, etc.: e.g. being tied to existence. 
shears 

1. Destiny : "Think you I bear the shears of 
idestiny?": K. John 4, 2 : Atropos cutting the 
thread of life; 2. attribute of Fury (similar to 
1): when Fame has spurred man on to a labori
ous life "Comes the blind Fury with th' ab
horred shears And slits the thin-spun life": 
Milton ("Lycidas" 75f.); 3. v. Scissors, Sheep. 
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sheep 
1. spring: connected with Aries (initiation 

and fire); v. Seasons; 2. innocence, simplicity, 
gentleness, guilelessness: a. connected with 
Abel: nomadic cattle-breeding versus Cain-agri
culture; b. the sheep will go to the right and the 
goats to the left on the day of reckoning: 
Matth. 25 , 33; c. the opposite of the Wolf; 3. 
love, charity; they give their flesh to the strong, 
milk to the weak, and fleece to the cold; 4 . 
sacrifice: a. white sheep (animals in general) 
were sacrificed to sky-deities on altars, black 
sheep to underworld-deities in ditches; v. also 
Lamb; b. black sheep were offered to the 
storm-god, white ones to favourable Zephyrs: 
Vergil (Aen. 3, 120); c. Christian: Christ; 

5. gregariousness, (blind) following of a 
leader: a. "If one sheep leap o'er the dyke (= 
ditch?) all the rest will follow": proverb ; b. the 
Church: at least since Ps. 74, I; 6. helplessness: 
Israel in exile : e.g. Jer. 50, 17; 7. obstinacy, 
stupidity: proverbial ; 8. straying: a. "All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned ev
ery one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all": Isa. 53, 6; b. 
"Rejoice with me; for 1 have found my sheep 
which was lost": Luke 15, 6; 9. clouds: a. gen
eral in nature-myths; part of the cattle of 
sky-gods; b. especially related to the sun-god: 
Apollo tended Admetus' flock as a punishment; 

10. prophetic: used in augury and weather
prediction; 11. attribute of Eve: she was 
obliged to spin the wool to make clothes after 
the Fall; 12. attribute of Usury in icons; 13 . 
teeth: of the beloved in SoS 4, 2: "Thy teeth 
are like a flock of sheep"; 14. sheep-shearing: 
from of old an important festival (e.g. lSam.ch. 
25), related with magically potent hair; 

15. sheepskin: a. connected with parch
ment ; b. as a covering of the Tabernacle i t is a 
protector of t ruth; c. v. Fleece, and Golden 
Fleece; 16. sheep's gut: (soo thing) music: "Is it 
not strange that sheeps' guts should hale souls 
out of men's bodies?": Ado 2, 3; 17. folklore: 
a. sanctity: at Christmas (and sometimes at Eas
ter) they rise at dawn and bow three times to the 
East; b. meeting a flock is lucky, but one must 
not pass through it; c. magic: e.g. love-magic: 
dried sheep's heart pierced with twigs; d. weath
er-prophets: when they are restless and bleat a 
Jot heavy· rain can be expected; cf. Lycophron 
1103ff.; e. protective parts of the sheep's body, 
e.g.: a. the small T-shaped bone from a sheep's 
head; b. a bit of sheepskin hung from the 
horse's collar; f. curative of many diseases; 18. 
v. Ram, Lamb, Shepherd, Fleece, and Golden 
Fleece. 

sheet ·ic· l 1. bed, coition; 2. death, ghost; 3. sa1 mg ; 
4 privy to a person's wishes: "You think none 
b~t your sheets are privy to your wishes": Ant. 
I , 2; 5. Shakespearean cluster: blood - sheet 
-death. 
shell 

1. connected with water: A. fertili ty: a. as
sociated with Aphrodite and birth; and as a 
symbol of the vulva it represents _the ~emale 
Principle; as luck (fertility)-amulet 1t 1~ given to 
married daughters; b. connected with. other 
sea-deities: Triton, etc.; c. connected with the 
pilgrimage to St. James of Compostela (v. 
James) and St. Michel in Normandy; d. prosper
ity of one generation rising out of the death. of 
another; B. related to the Moon; 2. Esoteric. a. 
the body, d iscarded by the soul ; tenements 
emptied of life; found on tomb-stones; b. ~he 
'facts of history'; 3. immortality: a grave-gift; 
and death: e.g. T ourneur (Rev. Trag. 1, I ); 4 . 
related to Pearl, q.v.; . 

5. primitive money; 6. attribute of Folly m 
icons; 7. her.: usually the Scallop, q.v.; 8. badge 
of Parnell for Ireland; 9. special literary refer
ences: A. Newton: he described himself as a 
boy playing on the sea-shore of th~ gre~t oc~an 
of truth (undiscovered by him), diverting h1~
self with find ing smoother pebbles or prettier 
shells; B. Mallarme: vulva: "cette etrai:ig~ 
bouche Pfile et rose com me un coquillage n:iarm 
('Une Negresse'); C. W.B. Yeats: following ~ts 
' elaborate whorl': (useless) intellei;:tual pursuit; 
cf. the story about Daedalus in Apo~odorus 
(Epit. 1, 14f.); D. J. Joyce: to Stephen 1t m~ans 
beauty and power; E. D. Thomas: a. the 
moon-blown shell": life; b. the female sex; c . 
"looking-glass shell" : the womb; d. the voice of 
betrayal of the deadly female: as the .ocean is 
the home of colossal whale-love: chaotic sexual 
freedom ; e. the Triton's shell : poetry; as the 
mollusc's skeleton; death; 

10. Murex-shell : as it has provided a purple 
dye it has from of old been connected with 
divinity and royalty (nobility); sacred ~o 
Aphrodite because a murex once stopped a s~1p 
and thus prevented boys being castrated: Pliny 
(9, 41); 11. v. Cockle, Conch ,Scallop, Snail. 
shepherd . 

1. shepherd-gods: Anubis (Egypt), Att1s 
(Phrygian), Paris, Tammuz and Marduk (Baby
lonian), Hermes (Greek), Apollo , Yahweh (Isa. 
40, 11 ), Christ; 2. gods and heroes have always 
been raised (or 'found') by shepherds when ex
posed: Zeus (by the shepherds on Ida, acco!d
ing to one version), Romulus, Cyrus, Christ, 
Mithra (they were present at his birth from a 

shield 

rock = cave); 3. among nomads the c~ief shep
herd is also the king-priest: e.g. DaVId, ~esh~, 
king of Moab (2Kings 3, 4), Joseph (wit~ his 
diverse-coloured mantle of elecf10n), etc., the 
shepherd thus became the g~neral Hebrew 
image of the leader: Moses, David, Cyrus, ~es
siah; shepherds and hermits were dressed ahk~, 
and in this dress Langland set out to roam in 
search of marvels; 4 . sheep-carrying gods_: Pan, 
Hermes ('Criophoros'), Endymion, Ansteus, 
Christ; 

5. guardian of ancient wisdom: fro!!1 of old 
there have been "Shepherd's Calendars and re
latively few Farmers' or Sailors' Almanacks; the 
first oracles at Delphi were received by shep
herds: Plutarch (Deel. of Or.); 6. the Moon: 
shepherd of the flock of stars; 7 . psychopomp: 
the conductor of the sheep-souls t~ the Land ~f 
the Dead (related to Hermes - Chnst); 8. rw:tlc 
lover in pastoral poetry; especially love at fust 
sight; 9 . Egypt: sometimes unfavourable: be.~ns 
were fed to them and mutton was tabu; cf. an 
abomination unto the Egyptians": Gen. 46, ?4 ; 

lO. W.B. Yeats: youth, a natural p~ys1cal 
life· as to landscape he is connected with the 
vall~y; the opposite o( the Goatherd, q.v. ; 11 . 
combinations: A. shepherd's crook: a. Egyptian 
emblem of (royal) power; b. emblem. of the 
Nativity; c. emblem of a spiritual gmde: the 
bishop's crosier ; B. shepherd's daughter: Joan 
La Pucelle (= of Arc): ref. 1H6 l, 2; C. shep
herd's festival: (Babylon) the sprin~ eq~inox; v. 
also Sheep-shearing; D. shepherd s pipe: the 
Pan-pipe: wind; E. the shepherd's star: Venus; 
ref. Milton's "Comus" 93. 
shepherdess . 

Rachel was a shepherdess: Gen. 29, 9, 
'Rachel'= 'lamb' (cf. 'Leah'= 'cow'). 
shield . 

l. defence, protection: " I am thy shield and 
thy exceeding great reward": the Lord to 
Abraham in Gen. 15, l ; 2. faith (Eph. 6, 16); 
attribute of Church; 3. salvation : e.g. 2Sam. 22, 
36; 4. virtue: a lady's beautiful '.ace is ~ften 
seen as a shield of virtue, where knightly vutues 
are symbolized: e.g. Luer. 61 ff.; 

5. wisdom, prudence: attribute in icons; 6. 
sun (god)-emblem: "For the L~rd !s a s~~ and 
shield": Ps. 84, 11 ; shields are anointed. m Isa. 
21, 5; 7. earth-emblem: e.g. t~e "~h1eld of 
Heracles" (Hesiod), beside awe-mspmng e_m· 
blems (like Fear, Pursuit, Fate, etc.) _contains 
world-pictures like boars, lions, dolphins, war
scenes, festivities, harvesting, wrestling, games, 
etc., and the whole is surroun~ed b~ the strea~ 
of 'ocean'; 8. connected with s~1ps: e.g. m 
Norse verse the shield is the Ship of Ull; 9 · 
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Shiloah 

o ther emblems on the shields of famous classi
cal hero.es: a. Achilles: a sea-horse, because his 
mother was the sea-goddess Thetis; b. Agamem
non: a Gorgon; c. Menelaos: a dragon; d. 
llector: a lion; e. ld omeneus: a cock; f. Ulysses: 
a dolphin; 

I 0. clashing spears on shields: frighteninl!. 
off = demons, inhuman fa thers, e tc.; e.g. the 
Kouretes guarding infant Zeus (Callimachus I, 
52ff.; Apollodorus I , I , 7, etc.). 
Shiloah 

l . a pond in Jerusalem: Neh. 3, 15; 2. God's 
protection: Isa. 8, 6. 
ship 

I. general: a. ships are seen as living beings: 
e.g. the Phrygian ships were turned into water
nymphs by Cybele, as the pines had been 
felled on her sacred Mt. Ida (Vergil : Aen. 9, 
77ff.; Ovid: Metam. 14, 546ff.); b. there are 
many stories of self-moving ships, which know 
the minds of their masters; they usually rescue 
someone, or obtain a great prize (e.g. the Gol
den f'leece); in nature-myths explained as 
clouds; c. therefore ships are symbols o f the 
human body carrying the soul; d. the stern usu
ally carries the image of a tutelary deity: very 
often a sea-goddess; cf. Asclepius as a serpent, 
and Apollo as a dolphin guiding ships, very 
much like figure-heads; v. also ·Boat; 2. sea
voyage: a. attribute of maritime and mercantile 
towns or countries, especially the Phoenicians; 
b. fortune, success, wealth; c. at the feet of 
Nike (Victory): a sea-battle won; 3. the world: 
a. emblem of Geography; b. the world at large, 
from which one may fee l dissociated as a Casta
way (cf. Cowper), or mora lly isolated, like the 
crew in the life-boat in Conrad's "Lord Jim"; 4. 
sun-emblem, royalty: a. Egypt: the sun has a 
Day-ship (Me'enzet) and a Night-ship (Semek
tet); b. in Germanjc mythology the sun-kfogs 
arrive by ship, and sail away in one when their 
rule is over (v. 6); v. Ark, etc.; 

5. feminine symbol of containment , the 
womb, fertility: a . as fecundity emblem of Isis 
the ship passed into Roman festivals; in the 
Osiris-mysteries the sun-kjng (substitute), stand
ing in a boat on wheels ('carrus navalis'; v. 
Boat) went through the fields to promote fertil
ity; v. also Saturnalia; b. Germanic: also 
Frey(r)'s ship was carried through the fie lds in 
the sa me way and for the same purpose; c. the 
Germanic goddess of plenty Nehalennia was in
voked for favourable voyages as well as fertility, 
having both ship and cornucopia as attribu tes; 
d. connected with the sun's passage and sun
kings: v. 3; e. connected with Water and 
Clouds; f'rey(r) had a boat which was smaller 
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than small, and bigger than big: it could hold 
all the gods, but was small eno ugh to lie in his 
pouch (cf. Arthur's Round Table); f. ship -1 

mast =female+ male= androgyne, conjunction: 
a. sailing = rising above mere animal existence ; 
h. emblem of the Virgin Mary as carrier of 
Christ; 6. death, immortality, resurrection: a. 
Egypt: ships (or ship's models) were grave-gifts 
in the pyramids; b. at his dea th Balder was 
burnt in his own ship, which was set sailing 
while still burning; c. Germanic burials: graves 
were boat-shaped, or (especially fo r sun-kings) 
were actual ships (with rich burial gifts); v. also 
9, b; fo r ship-burial v. ' Laxdaela Saga' (7); cf. 
the way f'losi died in 'Njal's Saga' (159); d. 
transcendence as sailing to the 'other world' ; e. 
D.H . Lawrence: "The Sh ip of Death"; 7. 
moon-emblem: a. the Baby lonian Moon-god Sin 
is "the Sh ip of Light"; b. the sh ip as emblem o f 
a voyage to a lunar dreamworld; 8. soul: passing 
through the sea of passions to reach the Moun t 
of Salvation ; 9. safety, hope, confidence: a. 
(comparable to Island ) the o pposite of the 
amorphous, hostile sea, and the dull roar of the 
'outside world'; b. on the tomb-stones of mar
tyrs: celestial t riumph and rest in the heaven
haven; c. almost invariably an a ttribute of Con
fidence in icons; 

I 0 . the State, or the Church; an allegorical 
represen tation of the latter: it goes to the Har
bour of Sa lvation, with St. Peter as capta in, the 
Doctors as rowers, and as luggage they have the 
holy host of religious orders; the Virgin Mary is 
on the sail, and Christ on the mast; I I. trans
cendence, poetic inspiration: a. sailing= rising 
above mere animal existence; b. in Germanic 
verse in spiration was ca lled the Sh ip of the 
Dwarfs: the dwarfs made the poetic mead o f 
the blood of the giant Kvasir, mixed with 
honey; c. related to the Moon and lunar incan
tation : v. 7; d. one of the things which are too 
wonderful: the way of a ship in the midst of 
the sea: Prov. 30, I 9f.; 12. Hebrew: the t ribe of 
Zebulun : he shall "dwell at the haven on the sea ; 
and he shall be for an ha ven of ships": Gen. 49 , 
13; 13. her.: a. sea-expeditions; b. merchant, 
riches, happiness, power; c. succour in extremi
ty; 14. D. Thomas: "ship of fires": love's fires ; 

I 5. combinations: A. shipwreck: a. general 
attribute to a disastrous event in personifica
tions; b. relates to the Jonah-s tory (as Descent 
into the Underworld); B. phantom-ships: a. the 
Flying Du tchman, q.v.; b. the sh ip of the An
cient Mariner (Coleridge) itself, and the ship it 
meets; c. in the Baltic a ship's captain made an 
oath similar to that of the Flying Dutchman (to 
round a cape); Klaboterman, the spirit of the 

ship, helps the sailors, but bea ts the idlers; 
when a ship is doomed Klaboter appears, s~~ok
mg his pipe, dressed in yellow, a~d weanng .a 
nii:ht-cap (resembling a dwarf with a phalhc 
cone-cap; D. 'kabouter' = 'dwa rf"); C. the Ship 
of Fools: a. ship filled with allegorical represen
tations of the vices, especially of the flesh, ~.g. 
a (half) naked woman, wine-gta.sse.s, bagp1.pe
player, etc.; b. sailing as an end m itself, with
out higher motive or end; c. parallel. to .the A.c
cursed Hunter, and related to the l·oohsh Vir
gins; D. rndderless ships: heroes going aboard 
accept life's hazards, or make a voyage to the 
Other World (of death, enchantment, super
natural, etc.); 16. folklore: a. throwi~g peo~le 
overboard to expiate some sin or guilt, which 
hampers the ship's movement, is a constant 
theme in ballads (beside Jonah): e.g. "Bonnie 
Annie" (who had stolen her father's gold), 
"Brown Robyn" (who had murdered his own 
father), e tc.; b. name-giving: the bottle. of 
champagne replaced the original red wme hba
tion; which, in its turn, replaced the (human) 
sacrificial blood; 17. v. Ark, Boat, Figure-head. 
Mast, Rudder, Sail, etc. 
shirt 

1. as a piece of clothing intimately con-
nected with the body it is believed (or feared) 
to share some of the owner's soul or mind; 2. a 
shirt without sleeves and without neck was used 
at the ritual sacrifice of Kings (v. Kings: Sacred 
_ ): Agamemnon was given such a shut; 3. a 
shirt of fire: Nessus' shirt, killing. Herncles; .4. 
folklore: a man asking a girl to make him a shut 
has been the equivalent of asking her to marry 
him (at least since the Middle Ages); if she 
makes the shirt she accepts him; reference to 
this practice is made in several nursery-rhymes 
and ballads (e.g. "Lady Isabel and the Elphm 
Knight"); also in D.H. Lawre nce's "Ladybird". 
shittim 

a form of wild acacia (q.v.) of which the 
Tabernacle was built. 

shoe 

was "over-shoes in love" when swimming the 
Hellespont; cf. "over-boots in lov.e": .to be lost 
in the mire of love; d. the sym bohsm 1s reversed 
in the Cinderella-story; e. in Holland (wooden) 
shoes (instead of stockings) are put near . the 
chimney for St. Nicholas to fill them: a remt~d
er of the legend in which he gave money to g.1rls 
who were forced to earn money by prostttutton 
(v. Nicholas); 2. pleasure: "pleasure's shoes::: 
R. Greene ("The Penitent Palmer's Ode : 
' f'rancesca's f'ortune'); 3. possession: in Ruth 
(4, 7) an example is given of the practice, that 
who throws his shoe (or sandal) on a piece of 
land wants to possess it: "gave it (= the rights 
to Ruth and the field) to his ne ighbour" (= the 
other party = Boaz); cf. Arabic divorce: "She 
was my sandal and I have thrown her away"; 4. 
humility (level-symbolism): despicable or vir
tuous: a. we must be shod with the gospel ~f 
peace; b. carrying shoes was a normal slaves 
work (cf. John th e Baptist's words in connec
tion with Christ), but to undo the laces (m 
Luke and Mark) o ne has to kneel before a per
son, and a Jew was not allowed to do that , even 
if he was a slave; c. removal of shoes 1s a form 
of 'standing naked before the Lord'; moreover 
it is a characteristic o f fertilit y-rites; m the 
Roman world the Jews were known as the peo-
ple who held barefooted festivals; . 

5. disgrace: (0.T.) if a man does not. take hts 
deceased brother's wife (who has no child), she, 
in the presence of the elders by the town:gate, 
will "loose his shoe off his foot, and spit m his 
face, etc.", and he will be called "The house of 
him that hath his shoe loosed": Deut. 25 , 9ff.; 
6. recognition: Theseus proved his identity by 
producing h is father's shoes (sandals) and 
sword· 7. liberty: slaves went barefooted; 8. 
authorlty, power, royalty: e.g. Celtic "gilded 
shoes"; v. also Sandal; 9. travel: e.g. extravagant 
shoe-ties showed a well-travelled man: e.g. 
Meas. 4, 3; 

shiver 
folklore: a. a sudden shivering is a bad 

omen: "someone walks over your (future, but 
near future) grave"; b. v. Aspen for Shiver-Tree. 
shoal 

I. the shoals of guilt : Byron ("Youth and 

t O. Egypt: when you place the image of ~n 
enemy in your shoe and walk on tt, you will 
trample him; 11 . Germanic: a big shoe was one 
of the attributes of the silent god Vidar, repre
senting the forces of nature; he fought th,e 
World-Wolf f'enris, and kept the monster s 
lower jaw open with tha t shoe; 12. folklore : A. 
(bad) luck: a. to thrust the right foot into the 
left shoe by acciden t is unlucky; v. Pliny I, 85; Age"); 2. v. Fish, Multiplicity . 

shoe d "W"ll , 
l . vulva, fertility, love: a. the balla 1 Y s 

Lady": her left-foot shoe not being loosened 
prevented her from giving birth; b .. folktale: 
the Old Lady living in the shoe: she ts centred 
in her reproductive organs, has many children; 
c. to be "over-shoes in love" (Gent.): Leander 

b. it is lucky to find a knot in the laces, etc.; B. 
fertility: old shoes thrown after a bridal couple 
(or tied to a car): "Rice for good .tuc~,' an~ 
bauchles (= old shoes) for bonny batrns ; this 
custom has been explained: a. a relic of mar
riage by capture; b. transfer of possession or 
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shoelatchet 

authority; cf. 3 above; or representing the 
vulva: the groom was given the bride's shoes; c. 
connected with life-essence or soul: give 
strength for a new departure; 14. v. Sandal, 
Foot, Heel, Buskin, Slippers, King. 
shoelatchet 

cry of pain: marriage between heaven and earth 
(like Chain); 6. a cry in the street: of a harlo t, 
q.v.; 7. v. Shrieking. 
shovel 

male and female principle: form of Andro 
gyne (q.v.), so a fert ility-symbol. 

a thing of no value: "not even a shoelat
chet'': Gen. 14, 23; Mark I, 7. 
shoemaker 

shower 

fertility: a. of gold: sun-rays of fertility: 

1. singer of obscene songs: "Ye squeak out 
your coziers' catches": Tw. N. 2, 3; 2. "Who is 
worse shod than the shoemaker's wife?": prov
erb; 3. v. Cobbler. 
Shofar 

I. the Hebrew ram's horn, used to intro
duce: a. Rosh Hashana, the New Year, com
memoration of the ram as Isaac's substitute; b. 
Yorn Kippur, the Day of Atonement; c. the 
'jobel' introduced the Jubilee; d. fast days; 2. 
meaning: a. release from bondage; b. war: con
nected with the fall of Jericho; c. exorcism: 
scaring off evil spirits at the beginning of sacred 
rites; d. the "great destruction: of the Temple, 
and the Last Judgment; e. God's sovereignty, 
revelation, and repentance; 3. fertility: the horn 
has strongly sexual connotations: women and 
children were not allowed to see it, and origi
nally it was blown in to wells or pits to 'stir' the 
earth, and symbolize the sacred marriage with 
it. 
shooting 

Eliz.: a sexual subaudition: a. connected 
with Eros' arrows: "Young Adam Cupid, he 
that shot so trim When King Cophetua loved 
the beggar-maid": Rom. 2, l; b. "Well won is 
still well shot": K. John 1, I; also LLL 4, 1. 
shoulder 

1. the highest valued part of a sacrificial ani
mal, to be given to priests and kings of divine 
authority: Lev. 7, 32; 9, 21, etc.; v. also Oedi
pus and cf. Pelops; 2. shoulder-blade: often 
consulted for divination; 3. Zodiac: governed 
by Gemini (with the arms); 4. child/ore: slant
ing shoulders: successful ballet-dancer. 
shout 

J. connected with God: a. "The Lord him
self shall descend from heaven with a shout": 
1 Thess. 4, 16; b. W. Blake: a "shout in the 
street": God; 2. connected with Pan: a. by a 
sudden shout he put the Titans to a 'panic' 
flight (said he); b. Pan also shouted to frighten 
the sea-monster Delphyne guarding Zeus when 
the latter was Typhon's prisoner; 3. destruction 
of a magic spell: Demeter was interrupted in 
her magic act of immortalizing Demophon by 
the shout of his mother, Metaneira; 4. con
nected with wine-treading: e.g. Jer. 48, 33; 5. a 
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Zeus fertilized the securely walled-in Danae in 
this form; b. "showers of blessing": mild, but 
plentiful, fertilizing: Eze. 34, 26. 
shrewmouse 

l. its relation to the Great Goddess is clearly 
brought out by the fact that the phases of the 
moon affect its tissues (Pliny 2, 41 ); v. Mouse; 
2. it occurs in many magical prescriptions, e .g. 
though it has a poisonous bite, a pregnant wo
man eating it will have a black-eyed baby (Pliny 
30, 46). 
shrieking 

I. W.B. Yeats: a shriek as of a strange bird: 
the cry emitted by women experiencing their 
fust intercourse ("A Man Young and Old", "A 
Woman Young and Old"); 2. v. Mandrake, 
Shout. 
shrimp 

I. a small man: Talbot, the 'Scourge of 
France' was described by his enemies as: " It 
cannot be this weak and writhled shrimp 
Should strike such terror to his enemies": 1 H6 
2, 3; 2. shyness. 
shrinking 

W. Blake (and others): Archetypal Man (the 
Giant Albion) shrank after the Fall into Dual
ism, when the sexes were divided and the veg e
ta tive law of reproduction set in; v. also Her
maphrodite. 
shuddering 

W.B. Yeats: especially related to coition, 
e.g. in "On Woman" about Solomon and 
Sheba: "Pleasure that comes with sleep, Shud
der that made them one"; and in "Leda and the 
Swan": "A shudder in the loins engenders there 
The broken wall ... ". 
Shulam(m)ite 

I . the name has been explained: a. an in
habitant of Shunam (=modern Shulam); b. per
haps combined with Abishag of Shunam 
(1 Kings 1, 2ff.), who comforted David's old 
bones (but he "knew her not"), and may have 
found her own comfort in Solomon's arms; c. 
the feminine form of Shalomon ('peaceful'), so: 
belonging to Solomon; d. the name of a god
dess; 2. the 'peaceful' heroine in SoS (which 
read for all the characteristics and attributes); v. 
1, c; 3. the underworld (dark) goddess of fertili
ty, aspect of the Great Goddess (v. IV for fur-

ther aspects), probably the 'Moth~r' :-Vh? 
crowned him, and his wife; 4. the typ1".3l aro
ma' (v. Archetypes); together the sun-king and 
moon- (or earth-) goddess are a form of Andro
gyne; v. also Solomon. 
shuttle . . 

1. man's life: a. " I also know hfe 1s a shut
tle": MWW 5, l; b. "Man is the shuttle, to 
whose winding quest And passage throu~h these 
looms God ordered motion, but ordained no 
rest": 'vaughan ("Man"); 2. transitoriness: "My 
days art' swifter than a weaver's shuttle": Job 7, 
6; 3. lightness: "lieve come s~ola": Dante 
(Purg. 31, 96); 4. v. Spindle and Distaff. 

~~· . 1. in the early M.A. the ideal of the Sibyls 
(of Helleno-Hebraic origin) as more o~ less of 
equal value to the Apostles began to anse; soon 
they wanted the number 12 complete: 12_ ~o
men in pagan antiquity who had received d1vme 
inspiration; 2. F. Barbieri (15th ce~t.) ga_ve the 
first full list; the best-known Sibyl" is .the 
Cumaean quoting Vergil (Eel. 4): Ulhma 
Cumaei venit iam carminis aetas ... " · 
Sicily 

1. the scene of the rape of Persephone: 
luxuriantly fertile; 2. connected with the Bucol
ic poets Theocritus (e.g. 'Thyrsis:) an~ _B10,n; 3. 
Mal/arme: the scene of "L' Apres-M1d1 D Un 
Faune"; the slopes of Etna are visited by 
Venus. 
sickle 

1. fertility, reaping: the . sam~ values as 
Scythe, q.v.; 2. death: the Son of Man. has. a 
sickle which he throws to earth where 1t will 
reap for his judgment; 3. weapon: att_nbute of 
Priapus, who warns off evil-do~rs wllh it (or 
with his enormous phallus): Ovid (Metam. 14, 
640); an 'adamantine' sickle ~as given Perseus 
to fight the Gorgqns, etc.; 4. instrument of cas
tration: a. emblem of Cronos-Saturn, an~ F~
ther Time: like Scythe; cf. "Love's no_t i:-1me_s 
fool, though rosy lips and che~.ks W1thm h1~ 
bending sickle's compass come : Sonn. 11~: 
'Sickle Island': Drepane, 'abhorred by Cronus -
Apollonius Rhod. (Arg. 4, 982ff.); Lycophron 
76 l f.; Ovid (Fasti 4, 474), etc.; b. mstrument 
of castration of Fertility-kings at the end of 
their reign; c. a golden sickle was used b~ the 
Druids (moon-emblem) to cut the sacred M1st_le
toe, q.v.; 5. hope: sickle and spade are attnb
utes of Hope (of resurrection, ferti li ty, etc.). 

side , h. h' _ . 
often a euphemistic term for t 1g - geni-

tals; e.g. W.B. Yeats (pass.), D. Thomas ("If I 
were tickled"). 

sieve 

Siegfried 
1 solar or cultural hero, a typical wanderer, 

who deserts Amazonian Brunhild (who, in some 
versions, commits suicide on a funeral PY_re) for 
the Amazonian Kriemhild (Guthrun); he 1s slam 
by Hagen (Hogni), kinsman of Kriemhild's, be
tween land and water (a stream, or spring), 
under a linden-tree, at dusk; Hagen takes over 
his solar sword Balmung, made by subterranean 
'guardians' of the Nibelungen-tre~sure, an~ 
Hagen is killed at a midsummer fe~hval! m van
ants Hogni is nearer related to Knemhild than 
in the Nibelungen-lied; 

2. an almost classical example of the Sacred 
King is found in the Thidreks-saga, where 
Sigurd (Siegfried) is 'accidentally' set afloat in a 
glass bowl, and, reaching the coast, he is 
suckled by wild animals (a doe); he grows fast 
(sunrise), is found by a smith (forger of fertili
ty), attacked by a dragon (fro~t, drought, dark
ness, etc.), whose body he boils m a cauldron; 
he puts his finger in the broth (cf. Finn Mac 
Coul) and 'understands' birds tellmg him ab~ut 
plots against his life; he smears his body w1t.h 
dragon-blood (except f~r th~ fatal spot at his 
back); the smith gives him his sword (solar ray, 
phallus, etc.) and Sigurd ~reaks down the gat~s 
of Brynhild's (Dawn, sprmg, etc.) castle; he 1s 
the only person who can tame the horse (solar 
horse or wind), marries Grimhild (H_o_gni is her 
half-brother : their mother was fert1hzed by a 
monster-incubus); as in the Nibelungen-lied 
Brynhild (deserted by Sigurd~ is_ marrie~ by 
Gunnar and hangs him on a nail with her g1rdle 
(fertilit~) 'till dawn', followed by Sigurd de
flowering the stubborn maid in Gunnar's place 
(in some versions the story_ is chastened by 
putting Sigurd's, equally ph_amc, sword ~etween 
the couple); in the hunt bnngmg Sigurd s death 
(in some versions he is killed in Krie~hild 's 
bed: sun dying in the arms of the gl~ammg or 
autumn maid), Hogni kills a boar (wmter) and 
then Sigurd (again at the water-side); Brynh1ld 
sees them arrive 'from a tower', and Grimhild is 
told he was killed by a boar (cf. .Adonis), but 
she knows the boar was· Hogm; when the 
Niflungs arrive in Hunland, in rain, their armour 
glistening ("hew fair this green summer-season 
is"), it is Grimhild who watches from the 
tower· they die among such symbols as orchard, 
hall (tower), snake-pit (v. Serpent for winter), 
fue· Hogni is overcome by the new summer
her~ Thidrek (Dietrich) who 'breathes flames' 
when fighting Hogni. 
sieve 

1. Egypt. hier.: selecting the particular 
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sighing 

forces to reach a required synthesis; 2. purifica
tion: a. perfection; b. wisdom; c. self-knowl
edge through action; 3. small talk; 4. vanity: 
the Lord shall "sift the nations with the sieve": 
Isa. 30, 28; 

5. hope: " In this captious and intenible 
sieve, I still pour in the waters of my love": 
Helena loving against all hope, yet hoping (All's 
W. I , 3 ); 6. chastity; 7. folklore: a. in folk-tales 
carrying water in a sieve is either a form of 
escape, or a punishment; b. a sieve is a sacred 
instrument, symbolizing the clouds through 
which life-giving rain falls on the earth; it was 
later associated with witches (in charge of the 
winds), who sail through the air in them, or 
over water; e.g. Mac. I , 3; c. ordeal: "Sieve and 
Shears" (='Turning the Riddle'):·points o f the 
shears are thrust into the wooden rim of the 
sieve in such a way, that the handles stand up
right, and the sieve is hung from the points; two 
persons (male and female) support the handles 
with the middle fingers of their right hands; the 
names of the suspects are repeated in turn (with 
an incantation) and, arriving at the right name 
the sieve will turn and fall to the ground. 
sighing 

I . sighs (and sorrow in general) drain the 
heart's blood: A. Shakespeare: a. "this 'should' 
is like a spendthrift sigh That hurts by easing": 
Ham. 4 , 7; b. "Wound it (= your heart) with 
sighing, ... kill it with groans": Tit. Andr. 3, 2; 
furthermore there are "blood-consuming", and 
"blood~ucking" sighs in 2H6 3, I; 3H6 4, 4, 
etc.; B. Dryden: "Lovers when they lose their 
breath Bleed away in easy death" ("Tyrannic 
Love"); 2. the mildest form of punishment in 
Hell: sighs only were heard in the First Circle of 
Hell containing those who had been good, but 
not Christians: "non avea pianto, ma che di 
sospiri, Que !'aura eterna facevan tremare": 
Dante (Inf. C. 4 ); 3. love: Cupid is "The 
anointed sovereign of sighs and groans": LLL 3, 
I. 
sigma 

I. vertical and horizontal: a. relationship; b. 
movement; 2. especially vertical: a. mountain
torrent connecting the higher with the lower, 
thus symbolizing the sacred marriage of Heaven 
and Earth; b. a waning and a rising moon: invo
lution and evolution; 3. sigmoid spira/:(whirl-)
wind, whirlpool; 4. double symmetrical spiral 
(e.g. the Ionic volute) : bull's horns; 5. v. Crook. 
sile nce 

folklore: in many charms silence is an essen
tial quality: e.g. v. Cakes and Shout; cf. Deme
ter's magic on Celeus' child, etc. 
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silk 
I . beauty: "Whenas in silk my Julia goes .. " 

Herrick ("Upon Julia's clothes"); 2. extravo 
gance : "Prouder than rustling in unpaid-for 
silk": Cymb. 3, 3; 3. luxury, upper classc~. 

"Silks and satins put out the kitchen fire" 
proverb; 4 . the soft bonds of social behaviour · 
women complain about silk clothes as hidin~ 
their real beauty and hampering their move· 
men ts. 
silver 

I . purity, innocence, a clear conscience: a 
R.C.: silver chalice and further instrument \ 
used in religious ceremony, e.g. bells; b. tlw 
words of the Lord are as " silver tried in a fur · 
nace of earth , purified seven times": Ps. 12, 6, 
the number Seven connects it with 3; c. perhap~ 
Duncan's "silver skin" (beside his golden 
blood): Mac. 2, 3; 2. chastity, virginity: a. re· 
lated to the Moon-Diana: "the silver live ry" ol 
Diana: Per. 5, 3; b. "the silver with her virgin 
hue": Mer. V. 2, 7; 3. wisdom: a. "The tongue ot 
the just is as choice silver": Prov. 10, 20 (it 
relates silver to speech); also " If thou seekest 
her (= wisdom) as silver, and searches! for her 
as for hid treasures": Prov. 2, 4 ; 4. Ulysses say' 
that Agamemnon's words should be "hatched 
(= engraved) in silver" (as the opposite ot 
brass) ; 4. mercy: Cabala; 

5. fidelity: Silver calls Fidelity which fol 
lows it; 6. betrayal: a. Delilah (meaning either 
llebr. 'languish', or Arabic 'deceive, inform') 
was offered 5 ,500 pieces of silver ( 1100 of each 
'prince' ), if she would betray Samson; the silver 
here refers to deceit as well as to a Moon-priest
ess slaying a sun-king: she lived in the ' plain' (as 
often, = oak), or· by the river of Soreh (= vine) ; 
the context is full of magic; Judg. 16, 5; b. 
Judas betrayed Christ for 30 pieces of silver : v. 
Thirty; c. Greek: Lycaon was sold for a silver 
cup; d. " silver weapons": bribery (= 'silver 
key'): a term used by Philip of Macedon; 7. 
moon, night: a. the opposite of Day as the Em
pire of the Golden Sun; b. "silver doors": or 
the Palace of the Sun, who rises out of Night : 
Ovid (Mctam. 2, 4) ; c. Ra's bones were silver, 
his members gold, and his hair lapis lazuli; 8. 
a/ch.: a. Diana-Luna, the crescent, rela ted to 
Water; b. silver (= the human spirit) + gold (= 
the divine spirit) together form a divine mar
riage, the road to godhead; c. silver (feminine) + 
gold (masculine) = Hermaphrodite, q.v.; d. 
'aurum potabile' (liquid gold) + lunar oil = heal
ing; 9. her.: a. chastity, innocence, sincerity; b. 
wisdom (according to others: justice); c. peace, 
joy; d. colour of the victors; e. related to mirror 
and pearl; 

sistrum 

I 0. Q.T.: a . those who wanted to buy them
selves into a priesthood would bring a piece of 
silver and a morsel (dough-nut?) of bread: 
1 Sam. 2, 36 ; b. it is called 'reprobate' by Jere
miah (e.g. 6, 28-30), perhaps because of the 
great use of silver moon-amul.ets by Hebrew 
women; 11 . combinations: A. Silver Age: m the 
Silver Age adultery was first practised: at the 
end of the Golden Age Astraea was the last 
mortal to be placed in the heavens, as 'Virgo': 

(from Latin); v. also Nerve (Lat. ' nervus' = 
sinew). 
siren 

l. origin: a. Greek: (two or three) daughters 

Juvenal (Sat. 6, l 9ff.); further v. Age; B. Silver 
Castle: the Paradise (q.v.) for the souls of the 
dead Solar Kings; C. the Lord of the Silver 
Bow: Apollo; 12. folk lore: a . a precious metal, 
so it resists spirits and magic: weapons or bul
lets of silver are often needed to fight super
natural forces (better even than 'steel'), e.g. 
hares as transformations of witches, were
wolves, etc.; b. silver coins placed on the eyes 
of the dead will stop them from "looking for 
someone to join them": v. also Penny ; 13. v. 
Metals, Moon, etc. 
Simeon 

1. the second son of Jacob and Leah; his 
descendants were the first tribe of Israel, but 
had only a small region because of the ~r~elt~ 
committed on the people who outraged Dmah 
('Judgment', perhaps a family): " instruments of 
cruelty are in their habitations" (they had been 
joined by land-less Levi) and " l will divide them 
in Jacob and scatter them in Israel" (Gen. 49) ; 
the trib~ is not mentioned by MQscs in Deut. 
33; name: 'the Lord has heard me' . or, a cross
breed between a hyaena and a she-wolf; 2. em
blems: a. green; b. topaz; c. water-pitcher; 3. 
Zodiac: rules Gemini (with Levi). 
simnel·cake 

folklore: a . originally a fertility-thanksgiving 
rite; v. a lso Cake for general symbohsm; b. a 
rich fruit-cake exchanged among friends on 
Simnel or Mothering-Sunday (mid-Lent) ; 'sim
nel' = fine flour (from French). 
simsum 

I. the initials of the planets: Saturn, Jupiter, 
Mars, Sol, Venus (V = U), Mercury; Luna-Moon 
has been left out because of its dangerous mag
ic; 2. talisman for good fortune in public af
fairs, or business ven lures. 
sin-eater 

a scapegoat: a person (sometimes a member 
of the family, often a professional man) ~aid to 
eat a crust of bread, and d rink milk (or wmc, or 
beer) which has been placed on (or over) a 
corpse's chest: the deceased's sins are absorbed 
into the food , and he is free from torment after 
death. 

of Phorcys (or the river-god Achelous) and the 
nymph Calliope (or Terpsichore, or Porthaon 's 
daughter Steropc); Demeter turned them mto 
birds because they played with Kore when the 
latter was abducted to Hades, or Aphrodite did 
so for not giving in to the love of mortal. o r god; 
they lived in mountainous places, their sweet 
song luring the travellers to them, whom they 
devoured; connected with the element of Air; 
b. in Post-Classical t imes the fish-woma~ (Mer
maid, q.v.) arose, who lives on rocky islands, 
cliffs, etc.; they are connected with the ele~ent 
Water and related to the Moon; sometimes 
they 'arc seven; 2. explained: a. priestesses 
mourning the Sacred King's death on ~e?ulchral 
islands; b. a t riad of oracular owls hving on a 
death-island ; c. personifications of birds of 
prey; d. unseen sea-dangers: treacherous coasts 
(as witches of shoals); e. sunstroke; f. treacher
ous belts of calm; 3. two famous escapes: ~
Odysseus, bound to the mast, and his crew s 
ears stopped with wax; b . th~ wm~-god Or
pheus drowning their songs with lus sw~ete'. 
music, to protect the Argonauts; 4. meanings. 
a. beautiful but treacherous women; b; w.orldly 
enticements, the 'daughters of man ; in ~he 
M.A. the "Sirenes voluptatis" = the seductive 
quality in all Vices; c. death-bearer, or death· 
wish; d. fatal supernatural lov~rs; e. soul:b1rds 
enticing the living to join them 1~ <lea.th; f. inver
sion of the Undines; g. corrupt 1magmall~n, en
ticed to a baser, more primitive stage.of hfe, to 
self-destruction: their abnormal bodies cannot 
satisfy the passions aroused by the beauty of the 
song and their conspicuous breasts; h. symbol 
of involutivc fragmentation of the unconscious, 
tearing Man apart; v. Multiplicity; . 

5. Dante: sensual pleasure: a siren guards 
over the last three terraces of the Mount of 
Purgatory (from C. 19), where Avarice~ Glut
tony , and Lust are punished;. 6. twm·ta1l.ed: a. 
the two legs have become 2 tails; v'. Melusma; b . 
Gemini (q.v.): the infernal rephca or arms 
raised to heaven. 
sister 

1 . for the relation sister-bride as one phase 
of the Triform Goddess: v. Great Goddess; 2. 
T.S. Eliot: "the veiled Sister" = 'the Lady' = 
the Blessed Soul ('anima'): " Ash-Wednesday". 
sistrum 

sinew 
" Money is the sinews of war": proverb 

I. an ancient Egyptian instrument of percus
sion a kind of metal rattle; it has an oval frame, 
fast~ned to a handle, and crossed by horizontal 
rods passing through holes large enough to al-
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Sisyphus 

low them to rattle; it could also be beaten by a 
metal st ick; 2. fertility: a. (Plutarch) it shows 
that whatever exists ought to be shaken and 
never cease from movement, but should be 
aroused and agitated as if it were asleep; de
struction binds and halts, but by means of 
movement generation frees nature; b. the typi
cal attribute of Isis; in her worship it was used 
as rain-maker, and to scare off the drought
demon, involutive Typhon-Seth; c. attribute of 
the goddess of childbirth (and war) Bast, and of 
the cow/moon goddess Hathor; d. Rome: Ovid 
mentions the sistrum among the wedding-sym
bols and instruments, like clashing sounds, a 
train of people, torches, etc. (Metam. 9, 777); 
3. prostitution: (Rome) emblem of brothels 
where penal prostitution was practised by wo
men condemned for having committed adul
tery; 4. war: Cleopatra used it in battles; cf. 2, 
c. 
Sisyphus 

I . in Tartarus he was condemned to roll a 
stone up a steep hill, which, at the top, rolled 
down again ; one of his sins had been Avarice; v. 
also Rolling; 2. the daily and yearly rise and fall 
of the sun ; 3. human endeavour seen as a sense
less repetition of inanity; 4. cleverness: in one 
legend Odysseus was his son. 
sitting 

I. sovereignty, judgment ; v. also Chair , 
Throne; 2. council, peace; 3. on the ground: a. 
desolation and mourning (especially on earth = 
dust = ashes): Isa. 3, 26; b. penance; c. leisure : 
"For God's sake let us sit upon the ground And 
tell sad stories of the death of kings" : R2 3, 2; 
4. at a window: mourning; but for the O.T. v. 
also Window; 5. in darkness: slavery; 6. v. Seat. 
six 

I. the number of days in which God created 
the world: perfection, harmony: a. Hebrew: the 
Star of David: v. Seal; b. Greek: a. the world: 6 
houses of the Zodiac are assigned to the celes
tial, and six to the terrestrial world; b. structur
al unity of the cosmos and Man (as microcos
mos): both built on 3 main principles; 2. con
junction of 2 and 3: creation, evolution , fertili
ty (male and female): a. connected with 
Aphrodite, and other water-mother goddesses 
(having six curls); in Rome a bride's ha ir was 
generally divided into 6 plaits; b. M.A.: six curls 
are an attribute of Sophia; c. the Hermaphro
dite; 3. spirituality, wisdom: a. 6 arrows are a 
sign of deity-revelation; b. M.A.: 'Jesous' was 
regarded as an identity between Jesus Oight) 
and Sophia (wisdom); c. the number of deity
attributes: majesty, wisdom, mercy, justice, 
power, love; 4. life, good fortune: Pythagoras; 
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5. stability, reliability, peace; equilibrium, 
scales; 6. the body: a. head, torso, arms, and 
legs; b. the number of holes in the head; 7. vice, 
imperfection: a. trial and effort; b. the human 
soul; c. being one less than seven (perfection) it 
is the number of the Beast of the Apocalypse 
(in infernal triple form); related to 'Qesar 
Neron' (in alphabet-numbers); 8. virginity: Ves
tal 'virgins'; 9. associated with fue; 

I 0. space: a. two fo r each dimension; b. the 
sides of the cube and die; 11 . correspondences: 
a. Zodiac: Virgo; Planet: Venus; b. colour: 
blue. 
six hundred 

Pythagoras: perfection (6 X 100). 
six hundred and forty 

the number of doors of Valhalla; v. Eight 
hundred. 
six hundred and sixty-six 

I . the number of the Beast of the Apoca
lypse: v. Six; a. M.A.: Martin Luther and other 
Protestants; b. WWII: Adolf Hitler and his 
Reichsgenossen. 
sixpence 

I. cleanliness: "Who of late for cleanliness 
Finds sixpence in her shoe?" : Corbet bewailing 
the loss of simple joys, fairies, etc. in "Farewell, 
rewards and fairies"; 2. child/ore: lucky coin, 
especially when got new from a bank ; 3. nurs· 
ery-rhyme: "Sing a song of sixpence, A pocket 
full of rye, Four and twenty blackbirds, Baked 
in a pie .... "; explanations: a. there is a 16th 
cent. recipe for a pie in which live birds were 
put, the release of which at the cutting was an 
added amusement to the banquet; b. mytho
logical: 24 hours, plus a sun-king and moon
fertility-queen; c. the maid's nose is snapped off 
by the devil to fetch her soul; d. (like Jack 
Homer's pie:) a reference to the dissolution of 
the monasteries. 
sixteen 

I. happiness, luxury; a Pythagorian lucky 
number (1 + 6 = 7); 2. love, sensuality: the age 
often given as the ideal one for a young lover: 
e.g. Ovid (Metam. 13, 753; 14 , 325); 3. fertili
ty , increase: Egypt: 16 yards of inundation was 
the measure for great delight in Egypt (at 12 it 
meant starvation); thus 16 became the measure 
also of human fertility: one could get married 
at 16; Hathor is called " ruler of the 16"; 4. 
weakness, destruction; 5. J. Joyce: the most 
prominent number in "Ulysses": the day is 
June 16; Bloom and Stephen are 16 years apart; 
the sailor in Ch. 16 has the number 16 tattooed 
on his chest; 16 (like 69) is symbolic of a coital 
position in bed (but probably represents 
Bloom's .!'articular position even better); Bloom 

had first made love to Molly 16 years ago, etc. 
1ixty 

I . time: minutes and seconds; 2. Egypt: 
long life; cf. the Bible: "threescore and ten"; 3. 
Q.T.: a. there were threescore "valiant men" 
around Solomon's "bed" (David had 30: 2Sam. 
23): SoS 3, 1; b. threescore queens and four
score concubines and virgins without number in 
SoS 6, 8; 4. groups of 60 are common in sagas 
(beside 12 and 20), e.g. 'Njal's Saga' (s. 6): the 
'round' number 'threescore'. 
1ixty-nine 

I . lucky number: brings fame and honour; 
2. the number of kings that sailed for Troy: 
"sixty and nine, that wore Their crownets regal, 
from th' Athenian bay Put forth toward Phry
gia": Troil. Prol.; 3. the symbol for cunnilingus. 
sixty-three 

folklore: the most dangerous age for a hu
man (v. Numbers - Folklore): 7 X 9; if you 
survive that will live to be very old. 
skeleton 

I. death ; 2. vanity: in the M.A. often repre
sented as a woman seeing herself in the mirror 
as a skeleton (or v.v.), a skeleton looking at 
itself, often richly dressed, or a figure half-flesh 
half-skeleton; 3. a/ch.: a. blackness; 'nigredo'; b. 
putrefaction, 'disjunction'; 4. a skeleton at the 
feast: a practice of the Egyptians to show a 
skeleton at a banquet as a reminder of death: 
Herodotus (2, 78). 
skidding 

psych. : when the Ego (= the r~tional) and 
the Superego (= the ethical, standardized moral
ity) can no longer control the Id (= the uncon
scious), one may land in "Skid Row" = become 
an alcoholic. 
skillet 

folklore: putting a skillet under a pregnant 
woman may make the baby a girl (cf. Knife). 
skin 

J . rejuvenation: Egypt: "passing through 
the skin" was a ritual to rejuvenate the 
pharaohs; it was later replaced by wearing a pan
ther's tail round the waist; 2. fertility: used in 
fertility-rites to promote birth and rebirth; 3. 
related to totemism; 4. wearing a 'skin of 
beasts': A. O.T.: a. God gave coats of skins to 
Adam and Eve to replace the (symbolically sig
nificant) fig-leaves; b. redemption, sacfifice; B. 
Maenads: women going out on a Bacchic fes ti
val must wear skins of beasts (l!specially tleer
skins) on their 'crazy breasts', ttilve loose hair, 
and carry the thyrsus: Ovid CMelant 11, 3; also 
4 , 6); C. kinds of skin: a. of ass, cat, mouse: 
humility (connl!eted with Cinderella); b. ox
skin (often stuffed): fertility, ploughing; c. 

skull 

lion-skin : a ttribute of a sun-hero (e.g. Heracles); 
d. sheep-skin: fertility; v. Golden Fleece; 5. 
psych.: skin-dress: killing the magic animal (like 
all animals, belonging to the theriomorphic un
conscious Mother-imago) and putting on the 
skin (e.g. Hercules) makes a kind of resurrec
tion of the extra powerful magic animal, but 
now giving its powers to the wearer of the skin. 
skipping 

I. mass rope-skipping is especially related to 
Shrove Tuesday activities; a remnant of a 
spring-fertility rite, in which fertility was pro· 
moted by homoeopathic magic: the higher one 
jumps, the higher the corn will grow; 2. v. 
Dancing. 
skirt 

a man spreading his 'skirt' over a woman to 
'cover her nakedness': copulation = tr.king pos
session; v. Ruth 3, 9, and Eze. 16, 8. 
skull 

l . death, man's mortality; 2. transitoriness: 
a. an emblem for the shortness of life: a child 
sleeping on a skull; b. as a 'memento mori' rings 
of skulls were already the fashion in Elizabe
than times; 3. indestructible, immortality, what 
survives death (cf. a snail's shell; v. also the 
jewels in the skulls in R3 I , 4): a . as a recepta
cle fo r life: ancestor-worship connected with 
fertility; b. as a receptacle for thought: used in 
divination; v. Head, Severed - ; c. protection: 

. skulls of heroes were buried separately to pro
tect a site in danger of being attacked by ene
mies: e.g. Bran's skull on Tower Hill, and 
Adam's skull on Golgotha-Calvary; 4. the dome 
of the sky: in Norse mythology the heavens 
were made out of Ymir's skull; 5. a/ch.: the 
receptacle for transmutation; 6. T.S. Eliot: 
thought persistent after death, or = the 'fever in 
the bones': from Webster through Donne to 
Eliot's "Whispers of Immortality"; 

7. D. Thomas: a. intellect, inhibiting man, 
rendering him impotent ; b. " cranal skull": phal
lus; 8. combinations: A. skull+ book: emblem of 
anatomy, medicine; H. skull + crossbones : a. 
danger; poison ; b. decay; c. piracy; d. various 
secret societies; e. mankind sunk to its lowest 
level: the 'Totenkopf-verbiinde' in Germany in 
WWII; C. temple of skulls: the Giant Antaeus 
had made a vow to make a temple (or, at least 
its roof) of human skulls, to Poseidon; D. skull 
as drinking-cup: in a legend a hero made drink
ing-cups of the heads of blacksmiths ; he gave 
his wife to drink, who, drunk, threw the cups 
into the sky, which became the Great Bear. 
Constellation; 8. folklore: the skull of a suicide 
is a cure fo r epilepsy; the Magi made frequent 
use of skulls (with marrow, brains, and all) for 
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skunk 

medicine (Pliny 28, 2); 9. v. Bone. Death, Head 
( 1 OJ, etc. 
skunk 

1. offensive smell, obscenity; 2. truculence; 
3. complete defeat. 
sky 

1. masculine principle: wedded to female 
earth in the Sacred Marriage; 2. holiness, puri
ty: the Supreme Deity, or his dwelling; 3. all
seeing: like the Sun; 4. decides this world's fate 
(beside the Underworld) ; cf. 'parliament of the 
sky' (D. Thomas); 5 . life : " I wish I were where 
Helen lies, Night and day ·she cries; And I am 
weary of the skies, For her that d ied for me" : 
the ballad "Helen of Kirkconnell"; cf. " I 'gin to 
be aweary of the sun" (Mac. 5, 5); 6. a/ch.: one 
of the (many) names of Prime Matter ; 7 . v. Air, 
Wind, Sun, Stars, etc. 
slapping 

1. child/ore: a girl slapping a boy: a. on the 
left cheek: she loves him; b. on the right cheek: 
she hates h im; c. generally when a boy is 
slapped: "A kiss for a blow"; 2. v. Scourge, 
Flogging, et c. 
S leepers, the Seven -

1. Norse: the sons of Mimir (god of wis
do m), who sleep in the Underworld next to a 
golden treasure (fert ility); anyone who at
tempts to take the treasure withers; the sleepers 
await the blasts o f Heimdal's horn at Ragnarok 
to join the final battle; 2. Christian: seven 
youths of Ephesus fled the Decian persecution 
in 250 and hid in a cave; they were discovered 
and the en trance was blocked; nearly two hun
dred years later they were awakened by a stray
ing shepherd (or a slave), and saw that Chris
t ianity had become public; they were con
spicuous by their quaint clo thes or the old 
coins they had; they were symbolized by a 
club, and axe, a large nail, and a torch ; after the 
miracle had been officially proclaimed they 
"slept in the Lord"; 3. in some mythologies the 
Seven Sleepers are connected with Ursa Major, 
the constellation which sleeps in the daytime, 
and wanders at night; however, the number 7 
may just be a round number here (cf. Seven 
Sages, etc.). 
sleeping 

1. in myths and folktales: a. the sun-hero 
sleeping in a cave for ages; his movements re
flec t events, seasons, etc. in the o utside world ; 
b. instead of dying the hero sleeps (in a cave or 
in an island) to awaken when his country needs 
him; c. princes (or young suns) are awakened 
by dawn or spring-maidens, or v.v.; d. exam
ples: Endymion, Epimedes, Tannhauser, Tell, 
Frederick the Grea t , Charlemagne, Arthur, Rip 
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van Winkle; 2. wisdom: giver of prophctir 
dreams; 3. creat ive: a. connected with coition , 
b. Eve was formed in Adam's "deep sleep"; l" 

fert ility is 'sleeping' underground in winter; 4. a 
sacred state: which makes the murder-sleeps 111 

Shakespeare all the more horrid (plus the re 
semblance to death); 

5. a dangerous state: a . the soul leaves ti ll' 
body to wander o utside , so that wakening a 
person before the soul has returned causes hi ' 
dea th ; b. the state susceptible to the attacks o l 
evil spirits in the form o f nightmares, incubi or 
succub i, etc.; 6. special literary references: a 
Vergil: Palinurus, Aeneas' pilo t , fell overboa rd 
and was drowned when he fell asleep ; b. F. G 
Lorca : sleepwa lking: imperfect realit y of till' 
sexua l inst inct , in which it debates with itsell : 
c. D. Thomas: = Doppelganger , 'anima' ("I fcl 
lowed sleep"); 7. folklore: a. hours of sleep: 
(proverbs) a. "five hours sleepeth a traveller. 
seven a scho lar , eight a merchant, and eleven 
every knave"; b. "Nature requires five, Custom 
takes seven, Idleness takes nine, And Wicked 
ness eleven" ; b. v. Dreams. 
S leeping Beauty 

I . examples: a. Psyche, having lost Eros, t \ 

ordered by Aphrodite to fetch the box of beau 
ty from the unde rworld: opening it she is st u 
pified by the vapours, and is awakened by her 
finger being pricked with Cupid's arrow; b. Vol 
sung: Brunhild, wounded by Odin 's thorn, fall s 
asleep in a castle ringed with fire, and is awak· 
ened by Sigurd; c. medieval forench story : 
Perceforest, where a princess sleeps, shut up in 
a tower for month s; d. Basile's " Pen tamerone": 
Talia fa lls asleep by a prick o f a splinter h idden 
in nax (q.v. for containing the Corn-spirit , 
which sleeps t ill spring); in her sleep she is 
raped by a king, and nu rses her two children , 
Sun and Moon; she is taken to the castle by the 
king at last, where h is real wife serves as a 
chaos-ogre (or Winter, or Old Fertility) who 
wants the king to eat the Sun and the Moon; e. 
Perrault: the children 's names are Dawn 
(Daughter) and Day (son); the ogrish queen
mother, who wanted to eat them all three 
(Night or Frost) is finally killed by the venom
o us reptiles which she herself had prepared for 
them when she found they were not dead (cf. 
the snakes attacking Ra in the morning); f. 
Grimm: Lit tle Briar Rose's story stops at the 
girl's awakening; the rest may have been Per
rault's (and Basile's) addition; 2. the ancestral 
images lying dormant in the unconscious; 3. the 
'anima' lying dormant in a man; 4. any woman 
(married and mother, or virgin) whose sexuality 
is dormant t ill Mr. Right appears; 5. in nature-

myth : dawn , fert ility, or spring-maiden awaken
l'd by the young Sun, threatened by the ogre of 
darkness, frost , old vegetation, etc. 
sleeve 

1. Eliz. times: the sleeves of men's doublets 
and women's dresses were usually detachable, 
and , like gloves, were often exchanged as keep
~akes for love: e.g. Tra il. 4 , 4; 2. for Green
sleeves: v. Green. 
slime 

1. or iginal substance (of chaos) to which we 
return, and from which new life springs: "being 
dead, To turn aga in unto the earthly slime"; 2. 
slime and slimy creatures: related to the stag
nan t calm of dull inertia preced ing rebirth (e .g. 
Coleridge's "Rime") ; the opposit e o f the In
spiring Wind; 3. D. Thomas: " the maiden's 
slime": virginity ("When like a running grave"). 
slimepit 

the kings of Sodom a nd Gomorrah fe ll into 
a slimepit o f the valley of Siddim: Gen. 14 , 1 O. 
sloe 

1. the berry o f the Blackthorn, q .v. fo r gen
eral symbolism; 2. bad to eat: difficulty, auster
ity ; 3. G.M. Hopkins: the Eucharist; 4. D. 
Thomas: "the winged, sloe wrist Of the wood": 
perhaps the holy fo rce in nature(+ pun). 
slug 

1. origin of life, seed; 2 . the silent tendency 
of darkness to move to light; 3. attribute of 
Sloth; 4. v. Snail. 
slu ice 

(as a verb :) to make love to: "and many 
a man there is ... holds his wife by th' arm, That 
little th inks she has been slu iced in 's absence": 
Wint. I , 2. 
smaragd (us) 

I. generic name fo r any green gem: immor
tality; 2. specifi cally an Emerald, q.v. 
smell 

1. bridge to heaven: the smell of sacrifices 
tickles Yahweh's nostrils; v. Sacrifice, Incense, 
etc. ; 2. Shakespeare relates evil smells with sins; 
e.g. Hamlet: "smells to heaven"; 3. a ny pungent 
smell (from spices to burning shoes) may be a 
weapon to scare off witches and other evil pow
ers; 4. an evil smell in the island of Lemnos 
(with gynocracy ) was sent by Aphrodite be
cause the women did not love their husbands 
{Apollodorus, I , 9, 17). 
smiling 

I . reflection of man's state of intelligence 
and moods: it may be villainous, foo lish, sick
ly, sweet, disdainful, etc. smile; 2. Homer: 
Aphrod ite is "kindly sm iling" or " liking to 
smile" (also "laugh ter-loving"): e.g. Homer (11 , 
5, 375); 3. Dante: connects smiling with heaven 

smoke 

in genera l, but especially with Beatrice; 4. D. 
Tho mas: "circular smile" : of perfect love. 
smith 

I . O.T.: the first smith (in the group of the 
three nomadic professions of shepherd , musi
cian , and tinker) is Tubal-Cain; the word Cain 
itself means 'smith'; his 'sis ter' is Naamah (= 
' loveableness', one of the names of Ishtar); cf. 
Hephaistos - Aphrodite; those smiths were no
mads, also proficient in music; 2 . smith-gods are 
often gods of healing and drinking (from Vul
canus to Celtic Goibhniu); fo old Welsh laws the 
court-smith was the first to be served a drink; 
perhaps because the underworld-smiths serve as 

· hosts to the Otherworld Feast; 3. folklore: a 
legend : "Wayla nd", the smith : a cromlech 
named after the famous Teutonic smith: i i" a 
man left his horse there with a piece of money 
he would find his horse shod on h is return; b . 
proverbs : "The smith and his penny are both 
b lack"; "The sm ith hath always a spark in his 
throa t" (= is always thirsty); 4 . v. Blacksmith, 
Fire, etc. 
Smithfield 

o nce the place fo r executio ns, tournaments, 
battles, etc. (e.g. Wat Tyler died there), but esp
ecially the place for burning heretics and Prot
estants: now the London meat market. 
smock wedding 

folklore: if a gir l had got into debt before 
her marriage, her husband was not liable if she 
came to the wedding barefoot, and clad only in 
her smock or shi ft (originally naked). 
smoke 

I. mental darkness: in Rev. smoke rises 
from the "bottomless pit" , blinding man's vis
ion o f truth (C'h. 9), before the terriblr locust
demons (q.v.) emerge to devour the unjust; 2. 
(God's) pro tection : a. functioning as a screen in 
the Tabernacle (God lives in darkness, often in 
the North); b. world-axis, connection between 
Earth and Heaven; 3. (God's) anger : a. punish
ment (v. also Dante below), war; b . evil : the 
opposite of serene t ruth; 4 . love: " Love is a 
smoke raised with the fume of sighs": Rom. 1, 
1; o n the other hand smoke and a railing house
wife make men fly from their homes: since 
Chaucer ("Wife of Bath's Tale", Prol.), Lang
land (Pierce Pl.), Shakespeare (e.g. 1 H4 3, 1 ); 

5. evanescence: " My days are consumed like 
smoke": Ps. 102, 3; 6. a/ch.: the soul leaving 
the bod y; 7. vanity: Christian emblem; 8. Dan
te : a. (Inf. 25, 90ff.) the most intimate sub
stance of a body: a thiefs navel is pierced by a 
footed ' serpent': " He eyed the serpent and the 
latter him; the one through the wound, !he 
o ther through the mouth gave out much smoke, 
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smoking 

and the smoke mingled"; b. (Purg. 15 and 16): 
a black cloud of smoke is the punishment of 
the.~.rathful, who now constantly sing "Agnus 
De1 in harmony; 9. folklore: a. magic against 
threatening misfortune: 'smoke out evil'; b. 
(hke a flame) it "follows the fairest": bends 
towards the most beautiful person in the com
pany. 
smoking 

.1. "pipe smoking": monotonous, a utomatic 
filling of time: e.g. in the "Love-song of A. 
Pruf~ock", the "Preludes" etc.: avoiding spirit
ual hfe and thinking; 2. v. Tobacco. 
snail 

l . laziness: attribute of Sloth; in the M.A. a 
symbol for 'sinner', because all sins are con
nected with Idleness; 2. emergence of sexual 
power, or birth; 3. sensitivity, tenderness: "the 
tender horns of the cockled snails"; v. also Ven. 
1033ff.; 4. transience (of enemies): it 'melt
eth': Ps. 58, 8; connected with Autumn· 

5. M.A.: is fertilized by dew (on~ of the 
proofs that a Virgin can bear a Son); 6. her.: a. 
d_eliberation , perseverance; b. acquired posses
sions, to be maintained, and , if possible, to be 
enlarged; 7. psych.: a. the soft inner body of 
the unconscious, with the shell as the conscious 
mind; b . (Jung) occasionally a symbol of the 
Self in dreams; 8. snail's shell: a. life and death: 
the snail coming out of the shell usua lly causes 
the mother's death; b. what survives after 
death: immortality; c. one's personality, which 
one carries about everywhere and cannot leave 
behind, even in new surroundings; 9. a snail's 
track: emblem of the Milky Way between 
Heaven and Earth , which is a bridge for souls; 

10. folklore: a. used in divination (weather 
luck, or marriage) and cures (esp. for the stom'. 
ach); b. nursery-rhymes: a. with frogs and pup
py-dogs' tails they make up little boys. 
snapdragon 
. l .. tbe flower: a. indiscretion; b. presump

tion: H crops up where it is no longer needed; c. 
cosmetic and protective (against poisonous 
drugs); 2. the game: played at Christmas in a 
d.arkened roo~ . which consists of snatching rai
sins from a dish in which lighted brandy is put. 
snare 

I. of death: "the snares of death prevented 
me": 2Sam. 22, 8, Ps. 18, 5, etc.; 2. sin, esp. 
the strange woman: Prov. 7, 23. 
sneezing 

I. general : a. the soul is trying to leave the 
body; the disaster can be averted by a blessing, 
or by_ covenng up one's nose ; v. Pliny 7, 6; b . as 
sneezing 1s a form of violent outgoing breath 
(q.v.) it is ominous at all times; it is generally 
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considered a sign from the gods; 2. Greek: a 
good omen, of heavenly origin: e.g. Homer (Od . 
l 7, 54 1 ff.); 3. Rome: auspicious salutation· 4 
folklore: a. whether sneezing is lucky or ~0; 
depends on the moment, the direction, etc.; b . 
number (cf. Magpies, etc.): "One for a kiss two 
for a wish, Three for a Jetter, four for a b;tter 
Five for silver, six for gold, Seven for a secre; 
never to be told"; c. days: "Sneeze on a Mon
day, you sneeze for danger, Sneeze on a Tues
day, you kiss a stranger, Sneeze on a Wednes
day , you sneeze for a letter, Sneeze on a Thurs
day, for something better, Sneeze on a Friday, 
you sneeze for sorrow, Sneeze on a Saturday, 
see your sweetheart tomorrow, Sneeze on a 
Sunday, for safety seek, the Devil will have you 
the whole of the week." 
snipe 

fool, simpleton (like woodcock): e.g. Oth. 
I , 3. 
snow 

l. blind , white nothingness, death; 2. anti
organic life: composed of geometrical crystals· 
3. purity, chastity (or, impotence): "a ma; 
whose blood ls very snow-broth": Meas. I, 4 ; 4 . 
safe covering, preservation of fertility; 5. soft, 
yet effective covering: in Homer (II., 3, 222) 
O~ysseus' powerful words are co'Tlpared to 
wmt~y. snow_-flakes; 6. D. Thomas: a. generally: 
a. fng1d1ty m women; b. image of death: the 
snowman's brain turns each bushy (pubic hair) 
Item mto a pointer towards death ; B. "A win
ter's tale": a. ~rozen water, with the possibility 
of melting; b. hfe, death, renewal; c. it preserves 
and yields the past, like mastodons in Arctic 
ice; d. cocaine. 
snowdrop 

l. general: a. one of the earliest heralds of 
spring, often blooming already before the snow 
has melted; b. they bloom on February 2 
(Candlemas); therefore they are also called 
"February Fairy Maids"; c. legend: when Adam 
and Eve were driven from Paradise it was win
ter'. an angel consoled them with a promise of 
spring: as a token he breathed on the falling 
snow-flakes, and where they touched the 
g.round snowdrops sprang up; 2. hope, consola-
11.on; 3. friendship in adversity; 4. purity: a. 
v1Igin whl!eness ; b. they are connected with 
Candlemas, the feast of Mary's Purification · 5. 
T.S. Eliot: "writhing under feet": the "distu~b
ances of spring" forcing renewed existence up
on us; 6. folklore : like many white flowers (sa
cred to the awful Great Goddess) it is a danger
ous plant to bring into the house (especially the 
flowers only); they "wear a shroud" and spell 
death. 

Snow White 
the jealous mother (= death-goddess, or ogre 

of frost, or Old Vegetation) tries to kill Snow 
White by means of her typical attributes: comb, 
glass, and girdle; she finally succeeds by using 
the apple (q.v.); then Snow White is laid in the 
glass coffin (the Glass Castle of Death) and her 
7 dwarfs (working in precious metals = fertility, 
or sacred trees, planets, or weekdays), and the 
owl, raven and dove mourn for her (her sacred 
animals); she comes to life again for a new cycle 
when kissed by the New Prince; perhaps origin
ally it was the other way round: the Prince got 
the apple, he died and was revived by the god
dess after a visit to the underworld; she shows 
affinities with the moon-goddess, but v. also 
Prince and Sleeping. 
Snowdon 

Arthur is sleeping in a cave there (if not on 
the apple-death island of Avalon). 
sodomy 

I. ritually performed in temples, especially 
in the worship of a moon-goddess, perhaps in 
imitation of some of her sacred birds, which 
resort to it when the hen sits on the eggs, e.g. 
Partridge, q.v.; 2. v. Homosexuality. 
soldier 

I. bravery: "Fie, my lord, fie! a soldier, and 
afeard?": Mac. 5, I; 2. defence, vigilance; 3. 
service, devotion to a cause: "soldier to thy 
purpose": Per. 4, I; 4. lower rank; 5. folktale 
motif: an old soldier (sun-hero), who left his 
wife (dawn) in shining armour, ret11rns in rags 
after a Jong time, and is then not recognized by 
his older wife (gloaming). 
Solomon 

L name: 'peaceful' ; he is related to all Sem
itic s-1-m-heroes, e.g. Salmoneus, Absolom, etc.; 
2. human wisdom (giver of law and order) + 
human weakness (arrogar-:e), together symbol
izing the sun 's strength and weakness; 3. the 
great fecundator and lover; 4. according to 
Hebrew tradition he captured the demon As
modeus and would not let him go before that 
(drought, or winter-) demon had given him the 
worm which helped Solomon hew the Temple
stones and which represents fertility; · 

5. the name in popular stories for: a. a 
shrewd folk-hero; b. a hero with fertility or cal
endar characteristics, e.g. the man in the nurs
ery-rhyme of "Solomon Grundy", (whose life 
and death is' encompassed by the span of a 
week), who is also a popular character in early 
American comedy, later becoming Uncle Sam; 
c. the submissive, clever little Jew; 6. combina
tions: A. Solomon's carpet: a flying carpet: v. 
Carpet; B. Solomon's chariot, made by himself 

sorcerer 

(man shaping his own destiny); it was: a. made 
of incorruptible Lebanon wood; b. equipped 
with silver pillars (knowledge), a gold floor 
(wisdom) and purple (royal) or blue (tru th) or 
red (love) covering; C. Solomon's knot: a. an 
endless form of swastika-combinations which is 
often found on Celtic crosses; b. divine inscru
tability; D. Solomon's ring: wisdom and knowl
edge; E. Solomon's seal: the five-pointed star: 
v. Seal, Star. 
Solon 

I. legislator; one of the Seven Sages of 
Greece; 2. Solon's happiness: death : v. Herod
otus (1), and ref. in Tit. Andr. l , l. 
son 

I. heir, young (sun-)prince, rebirth ; beside 
primogeniture succession there is also ultimo
geniture: e.g. Cronos, Zeus, Lycaon; 2. beau ty; 
3. earthly spirit; 4. W. Blake: accomplishment; 
5. for Virgin-birth: v. Virgin. 
song 

I. general mythology: a. wind: Pan, Or
pheus; fertility; b. an enticement: sirens, mer
maids; 2. Norse: song-mead = wind: one of 
Odin's most powerful weapons; however, v. 
Mead; 3. for the Song of Songs: v. Shulam
(m)ite. 
Sophia 

I. Hebreo-Hellenic: a. the creative spirit of 
god ('moving over the waters'), which became 
male in Latin ('spiritus'); b. the wisdom of the 
universe; 2. Gnostic: a. god's 'anima' (v. Arche
types); b. she fell into matter when she assisted 
God in creating the universe from the chaos
waters; she cried out, lamenting helplessly , 
whereupon Eusoph, the Great Light, sent his 
son Christ to aid her: a brother-sister relation 
like Osiris-Isis, etc. 
sorb 

I. a kind of wild apple, often (with quince) 
taking the same symbolic value as Apple; it 
sheds all its leaves at o nce and yields wood 
highly valued e.g. for goblets (Pliny 16 , 38 and 
76); 2. Celtic: connected with the month of 
August-September (letters CC or Q) in the 
Tree-alphabet; 3. "from corruption, sweet
ness": it cannot be eaten till rotting ; cf. Medlar; 
4. prudence (= 'Service Tree'). 
sorcerer 

I. the Terrible Father (like Giant and Magi
cian); 2. Gnostic: the "evil demiurge": prefig
ure of Saturn; 3. psych.: (an archetype)= 'Dae
mon', related to the Medicine Man: a. in a neg
ative aspect: often dark-skinned and mongol
oid: the dark unconsciousness of man (cf. Devil 
and Shadow); b. in a positive aspect: the Wise 
Old Man. 
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sorrel 

sorrel (plant) 
1. a name applied to pla nts of different gen

era (both garden and wil d) , which have an acid 
taste, which is often not u npleasant (somet im es 
used in soups, salads, etc.) ; i t has rich autum n 
colours; 2. paternal affectio n ; 3. resignation to 
sorrow, purification; it has great curative and 
cleansing powers; 4. related to the Moon. 
soul 

I . the immortal part of man; 2. his crea tive 
par t, the light and fire within h im: a. cons
cience, virtue; b. reason, aspiratio n; c. the fe 
male : the opposite of the male 'spirit'; 3. ex
ternal soul: the soul leaves the body in sleep 
(q.v.) , t ra nce, sickness, or death; it emerges 
through the mouth or the nose, or in the shad
ow (q.v.); this may cause loss of conscio usness, 
or even death ; it can be prevented : a. by lip o r 
nose ornaments, which also keep evil spiri ts 
ou t ; b. covering the mou th wh ile sneezing, 
cot.ghing, or yawning; c. veils; 4. examples of 
external souls: A. general: in folktales the hero 
departs, and ofte n leaves h is soul beh ind with 
his beloved, lodging it in an animal. pl:mt, ca n
dle, etc. ; from ex ternal signs of th e object (e.g. 
the withering of the plant) the beloved knows 
th at the hero is in danger and special care of the 
object may help him ; or, the magic soul-power 
is seated in hair; the external soul may also be 
rela ted to totemism; B. Greek: a. the relat io n 
be tween the firebrand and Mcleager; b. Nisus' 
lock ; C. Norse: a. the folktales about a giant 
'wi thout a hear t', i.e. whose soul is somew here 
in safe-keeping; if it is fo und (the secre t o f ten 
being wheedled out of him by an enchanting 
princess) and hur t, the giant dics; ·a variant (in 
wh ich the sou l = 'a nimal' st rength is lodged in 
some par t of the bod y) is the Samson-type of 
story; b. the invulnerable witch or warlock 
whose soul is a light in an egg, within a duck i 1~ 
the lake (the hid ing-place often presents a tele
scoping series of d ifficulties of reaching). 
soup 

I . the rlood wh ich Deucalion survived was 
caused by Zeus becom ing angry at getting a 
plate of um ble soup with a sacrificed child's 
guts_; 2. Esau sold his birth-right for a pottage of 
lentils. 
south 

I . sun, fire : a. heat , deser t, infernal regions 
(as well as the cold of the North); b. summ er ; c. 
the place where the young and the o ld lion 
come from, the viper, and the " fiery, fly ing 
serpe nt" : Isa. 30, 6 ; d. Germanic : at the Tw i
light o f the Gods the hosts of fire will come 
from the south to destroy the Ash-tree of Life; 
2. Christian : a . spiritual light; b. the south wa ll 
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of a chu rch is dedicated to fa ith-defenders, ma r
tyrs, sa ints, e tc .; 3. correspondences: a. age: 
adolescence; b. body : the u pper half of th e 
body; 4 . W. Blake: a. the region o f Reason 
(Urizen) ; b. Mt. Sinai (lying sou th of Jerus
alem) : the mountain of the 'T hou shalt not " 
prohi bitions; 

5. Tennyson ("0, Swallow, Swallow''): a. 
the sou th is bright and fie rce and fic kle; b. th e 
moon of beauty is brief in the south; c. the 
place where the swa llow wanto ns; 6. south 
wind : v. Windrose; bu t for England : a. bringer 
of contagion : a. "T he Sou th-fog rot him" : 
Cymb. 2, 3; b. it brings especially syphilis 
wh ich is of Neapolitan origin: e.g. T roil. 5, I ;c. 
bringer of pestilence : "All the contagion of the 
So uth light on you":Cor. I , 4; and "A South 
West blow o n ye And blister yo u all over": 
Temp. 1, 2; b. brings rain : " And with the 
sou thern clouds contend in tears ... " 2H6 3, 2 ; 
c . proverb : " When the wind is in the South It 
blows the ba it in the fisher's mouth"; d. it 
opens the pores of plan ts, relaxes them, makes 
the gum drop, and makes vegetation give a 
sweet odou r: Sir Th. Browne (Garden of Cy
rus) ; e. a child born when a Southwind is blow
ing gets honey, fru it, etc., and shall entertain 
bishops and musicians. 
southernwood 

I. a shru b related to Wormwood, q.v.; 2. 
mockery-emblen1 ; 3. pleasa ntry-emblem : its 
smell, resem bling the le mon, soo thes the nerves 
and promotes gaiety . 
sow 

I. sacred to (a nd manifes tation of) the 
Great Goddess: a. great fec undity, bu t she may 
ea t her young; b. the colou rs vary between 
wh itc, reddish, and black; c. devourer of 
corpses: the Hecate-Valkyrie aspec t ; d. the 
tusks are moon-shaped; e . as city-goddess: a 
whi te sow with a litter o f thirty was to indicate 
the place where Aeneas was to bu ild his ci ty 
(Vcrgil, Aen. 3 , 392ff.; cf. 12 , 72f(); f. sow's 
milk causes 'leprosy', the disease caused (and 
cu re d) by the Great (Whi te) Goddess; it can be 
cu red by a pulverized halcyon's nest (v. King
fisher); g. a ttribute of Cybele, Demeter, e tc.; h. 

· often an incorporation of the Corn-spirit (like 
Pig and Boar), connected with the Hallowe'en 
Bonfires; 2. Christian: a. brutalization ; b. fecu n
d ity of eyil ; c. sacred to Christ ; d. Dante: in the 
coat of arms of a fam ily of usurers; 3. Shake
speare: (Temp.) the name Sycorax has been ex
plained as 'sus' (sow) + ' koraks' (raven); bu t it 
may be related to Circe ('kirkos': hawk); 4. 
folklore: a. when she has eate n her litter she 
must be stoned and buried, no t eaten: probably 

because her meat is poisonous then ; but v. 1; b. 
in nursery-rhymes there arc various sows used 
as steeds, one rhyme even mentioning tha t it is 
'saddled'. 
sowing 

I. dissem ination ; 2. crea tion; 3. sowing
rites : a. high-jumping dances to ensure the high 
~rowth o f the corn (often done at Carnaval
time); b. sym bolic or actual copulation, origin
ally repeated as of ten as physically possible; c. 
cont inence : to concentrate magic power; d. the 
sowing of winter-<:orn (e.g. in Egypt) coincided 
with the au tumnal mourning-rites; e.g. in the 
case of Osiris it is the period of h is death and 
dismemberment (involut ive return to a chaotic 
state, the grain dying in the ground) before his 
(evolu tive) spring-resurrection ; 4 . the opposite 
of Reaping; v. Seed. 
spade ( implement) 

I. fer t ility; 2 . man: emblem of Adam (and 
several Christian saints) ; 3. death: winter, ha
tred; 4. her: em blem of Mercury (q.v.); 5. folk
lore: carrying a spade on the shoulder through 
the house means that a grave will soon be dug. 
spade (Tarot) 

I. replaces the sword of the T arot-pack; 2. 
the metal kingdom, king/warrior, destruction, 
command by physical force ( the opposite of 
the Clubs of reason); 3. correspondences: a. the 
realm of expression; b. clement: air; c. the Vin 
IHVH ; to Dare; 4. child/ore: ha rd work com ing, 
when there is a majority of spades in a deal; 5. 
in several countries there used to be tax on the 
manufacture of playing-<:ards, and then it was 
the ace of spades that was the 'tax-card' ( there
fo re often the card of highest value) ; fo r some 
time one could o nly buy that card from the 
king (for which it showed a crown); ace and 
knave are generally dangerous; its most sinister 
use probably : American G.l. 's nailing the ace to 
a dead victim's forehead in V iet-nam. 
Spain 

I. Greek and Celtic : the underworld; 2. 
Rome: Spaniards are notorious th ieves: e.g. 
Vergil (Georg. 3, 408); 3. Erasm us (Stult. 
Laus) : they claim to be superior in the art of 
war ; 4. bragging: e.g. 21-14 5, 3; 5. as to dress: 
"a Spaniard fro m the hip upward, no doublet" 
(= all cloak): Ado 3, 2; 6. the first building a 
Spaniard is likely to erect is a church; v. Eng
land fo r the complete proverb; 7. for Spanish 
fly : v. Cantharids; 8. fo r "The King of Spain' s 
Daugh ter": v. Nut; Sisibe (in the 'Thidrekssaga'; 
Sieglind, mother of Siegfr ied, in the Nibelun
gen) is a daughter of the king of S pain. 
spaniel 

I. fawning: A. Chaucer : (female) amorous 

sparrow 

fawning : "Wife o f Bath", Pro I.; B. Shakespeare: 
a. " You play the spaniel And th ink with wag
ging of your tongue to win me": H8 5, 2; "Yet, 
spaniel-like. the more she spurns my love, The 
more it grows, and fawneth on her still" (Gent. 
4, 2) ; also Ham. 3, 2 ; Caes . 3, l; Gent. 3, l; 
MND 2, 1, etc.; 2 . faithfulness: "Or with the 
gun , And fa ithful Spaniel, range the ravaged 
fields" : J . Thomson ("The Seasons"); 3. emas
culation: " let me be gelded like a spaniel" : Per. 
4 , 6 . 
spark 

1. the spiritual princ iple giving bir th to each 
ind ividual; the opposite of Chaos: "Nor human 
spark is left, nor glimps divine": Pope (Dunc. 4 , 
652); 2. souls scattering fro m the centre into 
the p he nomenal world; 3. psych. : the heavenly 
father; 4. v. Smith and Blacksmith . 
sparrow 

I. love, lasc iviousness: sacred to Aphrodite: 
a. Shakespeare : lechery: "sparrows must not 
bu ild .in h is house-eaves, because they are lech
erous": Meas. 3, 2; also in Chaucer (Prol. Cant. 
T .); their eggs are an aphrodisiac; they arc as 
lascivious as pigeons (Pliny 10, 52); b. M.A. : 
attribu te of Lust , which is personified as a 
young man riding a goa t ; c. fecundity; 2. rela
ted to the sea: a. the help ful winds sent by 
Castor and Polydeuces are followed by a flight 
of sparrows (v. Wind); b. sacred to sea-born 
Aphrodite; c. sparrow-dung blinded Tobit (To
bias' father) : sun, blinded by nigh t-sky. and ris
ing again from the sea (Tobias' cure with the 
fish-gall); 3. humility , something of low value: 
a. even a sparrow has a house fo r her you ng (as 
cm blem of the lowest): Ps. 84 , 3; b. they are 
sold for 2 far things (Matth. 10, 29) , ye t worthy 
o f God's a t tention; c. Shakespeare : mean, ple
beian ( the opposite of the aristocratic Eagle): 
" I will buy nine sparrows fo r a penny, and his 
pia mater is not wor th the ninth part of a spar
row" : Tro il. 2, 1 (note also the repetition of 
the female num ber Nine) ; 4. pugnacity, bold
ness, vigilance; 

5. chattering; 6. melancholy, solitude: they 
like wild places and a sparrow is an attribu tc in 
a Solitude-icon ; 7. purification : (He brew) the 
' birds' used in · the cleansing and purification
rites may hwe been sparrows (v. Cedar); 8. 
Christ: "I watch, and am· as a sparrow alone 
upon the house top": Ps. 102 , 7; 9. the Devil: 
a. "The spink and the spa rrow Are the Devil's 
bow and arrow" : proverb ; b. a sparrow was 
plucked alive by St. Dom inic to annoy the Evil 
One; 

10. D. Thomas: v. Hawk ; I I. folklore: a. 
sometimes considered the souls of the dead, 
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sparrow-hawk 

and therefore not to be killed; b. nu rsery
rhyme: a sparrow, with his bow and arrow, kill
ed Cock Robin ; 12. v. Hedge-sparrow. 
sparrow-hawk 

1. sacred to the sun: rapid flight a nd incom
parably sharp vision ; v. Hawk; 2. sacred to Osi
ris and Apollo; 3_ brave fighter; 4. predicts 
wind-directions; 5. jealousy: connected with 
Juno, who also has a piercing look when jeal
ous; 6_ attribute of Speed; 7_ her.: prudence 
and bravery. 
Sparta 

I. obedience through custom ; 2. simplicity, 
frugality, brevity of speech; 3. courage; 4_ 
"hounds of Sparta": celebrated for speed and 
keenness of scent, but also for their fierceness: 
"O Spartan dog, More fe ll than anguish, hunger, 
or the sea!" (Lodovico to Iago): 0th. 5, 2. 
spear 

I . sun-ray, lightning, connecting heaven and 
earth : world-axis; 2. royalty, knighthood: an 
ashen spear was a symbol of royalty before the 
sword (cf. Orestes); 3. fertility: a. phallic; b. 
related to tree: Romulus saw a spear stuck in 
the ground take root a nd put forth branches 
and leaves: Ovid (Metam. 15, 560); cf. also Dog
wood (Vergil); c. cf. Aaron's Rod and the rod 
out of the stem of Jesse (Isa. 11, l) ; the often 
branching shaft establishes its relation with fer
tility-gods (e.g. Baal); 4. war: a. O.T.: beating 
spears into pruning-hooks (like swords in to 
ploughshare~) is a symbol of peace in Isa. (2, 4) 
and Micah (4, 3); b. attribute of Ares-Mars 
Athena-Minerva, Hera-Juno Lucina; anothe; 
connection between deities of war and fertility; 
5. connected with the element Earth (v. Weap
ons); 6. ownership: (Rome) spears were put up 
at (slave) auctions as a sign of ownership: Juv
enal (Sat. 3, 33); 7_ wounding and healing: 
Ac~illes' spear: in post-Homeric literature (e.g. 
Ovid, Metam. 13, l 7lf.) Achilles wounded 
Telephus with his spear, which wound was heal
ed by the verdegris scraped off the spear: 
"Whose s~ile and frown, like to Achilles' spear, 
ls able with the change to kill and cure": 2H6 
5, l; another example: the wonderful spear 
which gave the Dolorous Stroke, causing cessa
tion of fertility but with which later the 'legs' 
of the Maimed King are anointed: Malory (2, 
15 and 17, 20f.); 8. martyrdom: e.g. Crucifix
ion-emblem; another relation with the H. Grail
story, q.v.; 9. her.: a_ honour, b. martial readi
ness; 10. folklore: "Burning Spears": v. Aurora 
Borealis. 
spearmint 

l. a species of mint used for culinary pur
poses, distinguished . by its leaves and tapering 
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pale-blue flower spikes; v. also Mint; 2. burnin1•. 
love; 3. severity. 
spectacles 

I. binary functions: love/knowledge, revel 
ation/learning, illusion/clear sight, etc. ; 2. any 
twin deities; 3. old age; 4. Temperance wear~ 
them to see things clearly as they are. 
spectre 

I. deathly: "Where youth grows pale, and 
spec tre-thin, and dies": J. Keats (0. to Night 
ing. 3); 2. W. Blake: the conscious, dominan t, 
logical part of man (or God); the opposite ol 
Emanation selfl1ood. 
sphere 

I. ct:lestial or terrestrial fo rm ; 2. creative 
motion, the wheel of life; 3. deity form; 4. 
Ptolemaic: the Celestial Sphere= the earth : a. 
centre of the universe; b. surrounded by 9 
spheres of invisible space; v. Heaven; 5. a man 
placed within a cage-like sphere: v. Halo ;6. the 
Music of the Spheres: v. Music; 7. W.B. Yeats · 
perfection: the Zodiac is changed into a sphere 
("Chosen"); 8_ v. Globe. 
sphinx 

1. the common forms: a. a lion's body 
with human head and hands: androsphinx ; v. 
also Lion (L, I , 2); b. a lion's body with a ram's 
head: criosph inx; c_ a lion's body with a hawk's 
head: hieracosphinx; d. Babylon: a human
headed, bearded animal, sometimes with wings; 
e. Greek: only with a female head and wings; f. 
heraldic: a woman's head and breasts on a lion's 
body; 2. Assyro-Babylonian: the chaos-monster 
overcome by Marduk and other light-heroes; 
the opposite of the winged bull; 3. Greek: a. 
Ura(nia), dominating air and earth, later over
come by Zeus-Apollo, and then she became 
Typhon's daughter; b_ as daughter of Typhon 
and Echidna she represents the pestilential heat 
of summer; c. as an insatiable prophetess (pest
ilence) she devoured Theban youths till some
one was able to answer her riddles (Oedipus), 
and then she jumped from a rock; v. also Rid
dle; d. the enigma of life: the riddle of life and 
death, whose ultimate meaning can never be 
grasped; e. it is found on Athena's shield or 
helmet, because that was one of her previous 
existences; 4. general: a. M.A.: the pleasures of 
the body, attractive at first sight, but very bit
ter and sad after you have taste d them; the love 
of whores luring young men away from their 
studi~s; b. union of binary functions·: intellect/ 
physic~! power, spirit/matter, harmony/peace, 
Leo/Vugm = creator/created, royal power/ 
protection, etc.; c. it incorporates the 4 ele
ments, like the Devil; d. W.B. Yeats: withdrawn 
and complete contemplation: the opposite of 

Dancer; also the opposite of Buddha = love; 
5.psych .: (Jung) a. as semi-theriomorphic re

presentation of the mother-image, the Terrible 
Mother; b. an unconscious manifestat ion of the 
libido, especially in a state of repression, where 
the childish representations of the instinc t ap
pear at the same time as attributes of the par
ents, who, in turn, appear in animal form 
(father-bull, etc.); c. v. Oedipus under Animal; 
6. her.: a. omniscience ; b_ secrecy. 
spice 

l. love, fert ility : a. connected with the 
Queen of Sheba: !Kings IO, 10; b. connec ted 
with sexual activities throughout the SoS; 2 . 
sacrifice: for use in the Tabernacle: a. ' principal 
spices' : (e.g. Ex. 30, 23ff.): myrrh, cinnamon, 
calamus, cassia, and olive oil, used as ointment; 
b. ' sweet spices': stacte, onycha, galbanum, and 
frankincense; 3. sanctity, purification, and re
juvenation: a. the Virgin Mary, blessed on her 
day of Assumption ; b_ related to the Phoenix's 
nest: Richard (R3 4 , 4) promises his sister-in
law that her sons (killed at his oruers) will be 
buried " in your daughter's womb ... Where in 
that nest of spicery They shall breed Selves of 
themselves" ; 4_ nursery-rhyme: little girls are 
made o f sugar and spice and all that's nice. 
spider 

1. myth. : a_ Greek: in a weaving-<:ontest 
Athene could not win from the country-girl 
Arachne; in a rage she beat her and the poor girl 
hanged herself; contrite Athene changed her in
to a spider: Ovid (Metam. 6, 1-145); b. Christ
ian: on the Flight into Egy pt, when ' taking re
fuge in a cave, the H. Family was protected by 
a spider weaving a thick web at the entrance, 
into which a dove laid an egg; the pursuing sold
iers, seeing the web undisturbed, did not invest
igate the cave; c. spiders do not spin on Irish 
wood because of St. Patrick's enmity not only 
to serpents, but also to toads and spiders; 2. 
malice, craftiness, e .g. in politics: laying snares 
for an enemy: "My brain , more busy than the 
labouring spider, Weaves tedious snares to trap 
mine enemies": 2H6 3, 1 ; 3. despair and hope: 
a. worke r in the dark: it is afraid of the sun; b. 
avarice: a bleeder of small insects (the poor) ; c. 
the Devil with his web of human frailties and 
heresies; d . v. I , b; 4. weaver: a . Creator, the 
(male) Supreme Deity; b. attribute pf the god
desses of fertility: v. Weaving; 

5. continuous sacrifice (weaving and killing) 
ensuring the stability of the u niverse; 6. wis
dom: a spider "taketh hold with her hands and 
is in kings' palaces": Prov. 30, 24-8; perhaps no 

spikenard 

spider is meant but a kind of lizard , the gecko; it 
is also an emblem of foresight (weather
prediction, etc .); 7 . (pervented or rejected) 
love: "The spider Love which transub
stantiates all And can convert manna to gall": 
J. Donne ("Twickenham Garden"); 8. lunar an
imal: connec ted with the Great Goddess, and 
(later) with the witches; 9. psych;: (in dreams) 
the aftermath of an orgasm: with its sprawled 
legs and soft underbelly it sym bolizes repulsive 
(because morally repressed) sex, due to the pro
jection of the accompanying visceral changes ; 

10. her.: a. wisdom, prudence; b. labour; 11. 
special literary references: A. W.B. Yeats: love 
has a spider's eye to fi nd ou t some appropriate 
pain: the cruelties of Choice and Chance; B. 
T.S. Eliot : beneficient fo rgetfulness : putting 
its webs over our (lying) tombstones; C. D. 
Thomas: a . the author seen as a poet of dark
ness, punishing the land; the opposite of the 
Crab; b. the Father advises the Son to kill the 
spide r a nd the wren (the components of life 
and death), which the Son declines ("rind meat 
on bones"); 12. combinations: A. a spider's 
thread: connection between heaven and earth, 
re lated to Ascension ; B. a spider's web: a_ the 
Myst ic Centre and the unfolding of Creation; b. 
illusion: the world of phenomena;c. symbol of 
the Labyrinth, q.v.; d. rays of the sun; e. human 
fra il ty : a. fa lse tru st or hope: Job 8, 14; b. the 
laws, catching the small flies, but letting the 
bigger insects break through: Meas_ (3, 2); f. 
violent evil : the evil-doers "weave the spider's 
web" (Isa. 59, Sf .) ; g. v. also Cobweb; 

13. folklore: a_ " If you wish to live and 
thrive, let the spider run alive": a spider in the 
house predicts prosperity and happiness; b. 
small spiders (especially red ones) are 'money 
spiders' and bring fi nancial luck; c. connected 
with rain: killing one, or stepping on one, 
causes rain (the witches are in charge of the 
weather and winds); d_ proverb: "Where the bee 
sucks honey, the spider sucks poison". 
spikenard 

1. a kind of grass, indigenous in India, the 
sap of which is used to perf~me an ointment ; 
probably it is the 'pistikos' of Mark 14, 3 (liter
ally believing), and the real stuff (because Pliny 
mentions that there were many im itations); or 
it might be the kind of green almond (pistache), 
which Jacob sent as a gift to Egypt (Gen. 4 3, 
11 ), and which was eaten fresh, or used as spice 
when dried; 2. perfume, allurement: "While (= 
as long as) the king sitteth at his table, my 
spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof': SoS 
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spindle 

I , 12, and 4, 13; 3. pu rifica lion, holiness: a. it 
was used by a woman (a Maria) to anoin t Christ 
(v. Alabaster); b. the plant is assigned to the 
Virgin Mary; c. thrown on fu neral pyres to 
sweeten the odour (e.g. Propertius 4, 7, 32). 
spindle 

I. phallus, universe axis, coi tion: a. attribute 
of (female) deities of moon , earth, and vegeta
tio n ; b. the marriage o f heaven and earth· c 
refat cd to the moon: tra nsitory; d. in Perrauit•; 
"Sleeping Beauty" it was the prick of a spindle 
which sent her asleep for a hundred years; e. it 
is so magically potent that even carrying one 
uncovered outside is dangerous (Pliny 28 , 5); 2. 
spine; 3. weaving: emblem of Clotho (Fa te), 
and of temporal life; the Moirai (Fates) have 
'brazen spindles' (Lycophron 584 f.); 4. v. 
Distaff 
spindrift 

D. Thomas: a. "steeples of spindrift" : 
heights of momentary ecstasy (of poetry and 
begetting); b. J. Keats had written in wa ter 
Thomas in even less durable spindrift ; c. cf'. 
"singing tides". 
spine 

I. firmness. stamina, seat of courage; 2 . 
name, life-fo rce: a. the Tree of Life and 
world-axis; b. the Rod of Aaron or Jes~e; cf. 
Spear; c. from its marrow semen is distilled ; 3. 
connected with snakes: when a man's body is 
buried in the earth , the marrow of his spine is 
changed into a snake: Ovid (Metam. 15, 389f.); 
v. Serpent. 
spinning 

I . creation (like weaving, q.v.): the harmon
ious whirling which creates material life: a. 
bringing forth, and fostering, life ; the thread = 
offspring; b. spinners are rela ted to the demi
urgc, spinning the thread of existence; c. Eilei
thya (goddess of ch ildbirth) is called the 'deft 
spinner' ; d. for the 'spinning of vegetation': e.g. 
v. Rumpelstiltzkin ; e. up to the 15th and 16th 
centuries the Virgin was always represented as 
spinning when the Annunciation was made; 2. 
fate: emblem of the Fates; 3. D. Thomas: a. 
related to the embryo spinning his body; b. = 
the weaving o f magic tales, the bards and 
prophets; c. creation ; d. = turning + making 
thread of raw fi bre, e.g. straw; 4 . 'golden 
threads ': the goddess (e.g. Frigg) spinning the 
sun-rays; v. Go ld; 5. spinning-whee{: a. emblem 
of femininity, of the vulva; b. the Omphalos: v. 
Navel; thus also the emblem of Heracles; c. the 
revolving or whirling sky. 
spiral 

I. the mystery of life and death, of involu
tion and evolu tion ; its main forms are: A. a. 
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solar expansion (e.g. the nebula): activity; b. 
lunar contraction (lunar orbit) and ossification 
(e.g. sheU): passivity ; B. a. clockwise: creation , 
evolu tion. growth (e.g. attribute of PaUas Ath
ena); b. counter-clockwise: 'destruction', invo 
lu tion, death or decrease (e.g. whirlpool, or at 
t ribute of Poseidon); 2. connecting the Centre 
(unmoved mover) with the Circle of the phen
omenal world of multiplicity: a. Egyptian hier. : 
a. relation between unity and multiplicity; b. 
cosmic forces in mo tion; b. the form of celestial 
and terrestrial phenomena: whirlpool, whi rl
wind , hu rricane, etc. ; c. the balanced order of 
the universe; 3. resurrect ion and immortality: a. 
the O ld Temple had at least one pillar with a 
spiral movement ; the temple which Ezekiel saw 
(41 , 7) had a 'winding' upwards all round the 
temple; b. connected with the (fertility: death 
and rebirth) wands of the Bassarids, of Diony
sus (spiral growth o f ivy and vine) , and the May
pole; 4. bre'!th and spirit: Egy ptian Tho th with 
a spiral on his head ; 

5. a uthori ty , power: the Pharaoh 's sceptre ; 6. 
divinatio n: connected with the movements of 
oracular snakes; 7. death: the "Spiral Castle" = 
the Silver Castle = Aurora Borealis= the Glass 
Castle, often conr1ected with maze-dances (v. 
9); 8. guardianship: used to ward off evil sp irits, 
intruders, e tc., symbolizing the guardian snake; 
9. spiral dance (often for healing, with incant
at ions): a. inducing ecstasy; b. escape from the 
material world to the Centre; c. connected with 
the Partridge-dance (q.v.), May-pole dance, etc. ; 

l 0. double spiral (often each following the 
opposite direction); a. binary functions: mascu
line/feminine, evo lution/involut ion , etc. ; cf. 
Andrew-Cross, Hourglass, etc. ; b. (Celtic:) 
death and rebirth ; c. the Upper and Lower 
Waters; d. linked with the element of water 
(transition, transformation, regeneration): com
mon in sea-cultures; e. the primordial Herma· 
phrodite (q.v.) ; f. the flattened two halves of 
the World-Egg ; 11 . connected scrolls and tor
toise (through the markings on the segm ents of 
its shells). 
spire 

I. bridge to heaven, universal axis, creative 
fo rce; 2. aspiration, summit: related to Pyra
mid, q .v.; 3. on Churches: the central one: God 
the Father; the smaller o nes: his celestial off
spring; 4. D. Thomas: a. a sexual and poetic 
ascent; b. the holy phallus, or holy tower-tree 
of words. 
spirit 

I, incorporeal existence (after death) ; 2. the 
ideal, perfection; 3. the 'Spirit of Truth' = the 
'Comforter'(= lawyer): the H. Ghost: John 14 , 

17, and 26; 4. connected with breath (some
times fire): life-fo rce; 5. unity; 6. M.A.: man's 
body is governed by three spirits: a. the animal 
spirit s: seated in the brain; b. the life spirits: 
seated in the heart; c. the natural spirits: seated 
in the liver; 7. a/ch.: one of the (many) names 
of Prime Matter ; 8. E.A. Poe: ideas or persons 
'killed' by the conscious or super-ego, a nd 'bur
ied' in the unconscious. 
spittle 

I. the cent re of soul-power (like blood): it 
averts evil (spirits), and strengthens existing 
good luck (spirits); it can also be used against 
one by an inimical witch or magician; Glaucus 
forgot the art of divination by spitting (Apollo
dorus 3, 3, 2); cf. Cassandra; 2. life-substance 
(like Breath) : creation; in some creation-myths 
the Creator used spittle like Yahweh did the 
Word and breath ; it also 'seals' contracts; 3. 
healing: e.g. Christ's u se of spittle, especially to 
open blind men 's eyes: e.g. Mark 7, 33. 
spleen 

I . seat of the emotions: a. sexua l passions: 
" Let my spleenful sons this t rull dcnower": 
Tit. Andr. 2, 3; b. mirth: " If you desire the 
spleen, and will laugh yourself into stitches, fol
low me": Tw.N. 3, 2; also LLL 3, I, e tc.; inabil
ity to control laughter may be caused by an 
enlarged spleen (Pliny 11 , 80); c. anger: "Or I 
shall say you are all in a ll in spleen, And noth
ing of a man": 0th. 4 , I ; d. malice: R3 2, 4 ; e. 
impetuosity, a fiery temper : "the light· 
ning ... That, in a spleen, unfolds both heaven 
and earth": MND I , I ; f. caprice, waywardness: 
I H4 2, 3, etc.; 2. (later) the typically Romantic 
melancholy caused by feeling ill-at-ease in 
the modem world; e.g. Ch. Baudelaire: "Spleen 
de Paris"; 3. especially related to flies: "The 
lowest Trees have tops, the Ante her gall , The 
Ilic her splenc, the little sparkes their heate": 
Sir E. Dyer; from a Latin proverb. 
spoiler 

a spoiler at noonday: a very determined 
enemy, fighting even in the heat of the day: " I 
have brought upon them against the mother(s) 
of the young men a spoiler at noonday": Jcr. 
15, 8. 
sponge 

I . parasite; a person who soaks up (and per
forms) anybody's will, and executes it to his 
own advantage: e.g. Ham. 4 , 2; 2. obliteration ; 
2. Crucifixion-emblem. 
spoon 

1. the female principle; or, androgyne (fe
male bowl and male handle); 'love-spoons' are 
given to girls as a token of love; 2. T.S. Eliot : 
escape 1 from spiritual life through monotony; a 

spring 

small do ling out of something big: " I have 
measured out my life with coffee-spoons" 
("Love-Song of Alfred Prufrock"); v. also cof
fee; 3. folklore: a. a fa lling spoon denotes the 
arrival of someone; b. christening-gift: especial
ly 'Apostle-spoons': twelve to a set, with the 
figures of an Apostle o n the handle; given es
pecially to god-children ; ref. in H8, 5, 3 ;c. prov
erbs: " Mc should have a long spoon th~! sups 
with the devil" (already in Chaucer's "Squ ire's 
Tale"); "To be born with a silver spoon in one's 
mouth": to be born rich. 
spot 

!. (embroidered) pattern: "What are you 
sewing there? A fine spot" : Cor. I , 3; 2. incon
stancy: " this spot ted and inconstant man": 
MND I, I ; 3. stain: the spotted Leopard (= 
Anglicanism) as the opposite of the spotless 
Mind: Dryden. 
spread-eagle 

I. exaggeration, boastfulness, cha uvinistic 
megaloman ia ; 2. position for flogging or death ; 
v. Lying; 3. (lying) position of (female) surrend
er (for love, or after love). 
spring (season) 

I. youth, (female) innocence: "See where 
she comes, apparelled like the spring": Per. I , 
I ; cf. Mam. (I , 3): " the canker galls the infants 
of the spring Too oft before their buttons be 
disclosed"; 2. rebirth : " ... and in the F ire of 
Spring, The Winter Garment of Repentance 
fling": FitzGerald's transl. of 0. Khayyam ; 3. 
growth; 4. mildness, sweetness (killing the win
ter or frost-demon): a . "Come, gentle Spring, 
ethereal mildness, come": J. Thomson 
("Spring") ; b. "Sweet spring, full of sweet days 

· and roses, A box where sweets compacted lie": 
Merrick (" Virtue"); 

5. time of courting: a. " I heard a linne t 
cou r ting Mis lady in the spring" : R. Bridges; b. 
"Ear th' horoosa Nycheia": 'Ar.ct Nycheia 
with Spring in her eyes': Theocritus (Id. 8, 45) ; 
6. correspondences: a. period: early morning, 
youth ; b. d irection: East, the seat of rain and 
sunrise; c. body: the liver (which is strongly 
aroused in spring), and the right half of the 
body; d. colour: green (sometimes white = in
nocence) ; e. element: wood (vegetative life); f. 
flavou r: sour; g. Zodiac: Aries, Taurus, Gemini ; 
7. combinations: a. spring-equinox: a. resurrec
tion-ri tes; b. often the Ne_w Year (v. March) ; c. 
sowing and vine-pruning; d. shepherd's festival; 
B. spring-maid: a. u sually the same as the 
Dawn-maid ; b. the virgin-mo ther producing the 
(sun-) fert ility; c. the Graces are the Spring-maid 
in T riple Form; 8. v. Seasons. 
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springwort 

springwort 
folklore: 
I. no one knows what it is ('mandrake', or a 

plant belonging to the spurge-family), but one 
can recognize it by its always being covered 
with dew; it can be found by watching a wood
pecker; 2. fertility: a. it makes humans fertile 
and generally strengthens by rubbing oneself 
with it; b. it reveals secrets and hidden treasures 
(of underground fert ility). 
spur 

I. s timulus. activity of diligent people; 2. 
knighthood: in the days of chivalry only knights 
were a llowed to use spurs, and thu s they form
ed an emblem of knighthood; they still form 
pan of. the British regalia ; 3. her.: a. fighting 
spin!, vio lence; b. knightly dignity; 4. folklore : 
for Spur-peal : v. Bann s. 
square 

I . Egyptian hier.: achievement; 2. earth , the 
world of matter, with its 4 directions and 4 
clements: a. firmness, stability (cf. Cube) ; b. 
or~er, organization, and construct ion in a plu
ralized state (cf. the divine and spiritua l triangle 
and the circle of unity); c. Christian: mortality; 
3. the rational intellect, or stable wisdom, 
truth;4. fem ininity; 

5. psych.: man not at one with himself: the 
min imal composite number; yet, it indicates 
greater orderliness and stability than the trap
cz1u~ ; 6. her.: a. truth ; b. equity; c. cons tancy. 
stab1h ty; 7. combinations: A. the Builders· 
Squa re: (Egypt:) a. used in ritual; b. represented 
in temples and pyramids as the scats fo r Osiris 
(as judge of the underworld) and Maat (Truth); 
B. the Squa re God: "Quadra tus Deus": Term
inus, god of boundaries, who is sometimes 
adored in the for m of a square stone; C. 
"Squaring the Circle" (in reality the opposite) : 
it was o ne of the preoccupations of the Alcl1-
cmists to turn the sq uare into a circle: a. to 
reach a union of opposites by equating heaven 
and earth through synthesis; b. to find the ulti
mate unity of the material world by taking off 
the corners of matter ; c. t his can be done: a. by 
rotat ing the square ; b. the intermediate stage is 
the octagon (2 super imposed squares), the high
est we can hope fo r on ea rth: the step between 
the earth (feminine, matter, reason) and etern
ity (perfect ion, the spirit); 8. v. Four. 
squill 

I. a plant with a bulbous root and poison
ous scales: 'Urginea (= Scilla) maritima'; it 
grows near the sea, and was used in medicine· '> 
it grows when the moon wanes (like onions a'nct 
garlic) and therefore form s a powerful 
counter-magic: rubbed o n gates it keeps eviJ 
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spirits out (since Pythagoras); 3. removal of all 
evil influences: diu retic and raticide; 4. attrib
ute of various vices, e.g. Envy. 
squinting ' 

I. Venus squints (a little); 2. att ribute of 
Envy; 3. v. Eye. 
squirrel 

I. nim bleness, playfulness; 2. messenger: 
Ratatoskur, the squirrel, ru ns u p and down the 
A.sh (the Tree of Life, Yggdrasil) ·to bring ti
dings from the dragon below it to the eagle on 
top (and v.v.), which anima ls are in eternal en
mity (celestia l · world and the underworld); 3. 
hoarding: providence and thrift; 4 . wisdom 
through penetratio n: cats nuts; 5. her. : a. the 
ancestor was an important messenger in the 
diploma tic or military service ; b. courage (sticks 
to its tree even in da nger); it fights with charm 
and cunning; c. impartia lity; d. a great hunter 
and sylvan retiremen t; 6. D. Thomas: an inhab
itant of the world of dangerous (yet necessary) 
aspiration. lust mounting; 7. a squirrel 's tail: 
scout in the American revo lution; 8. a squirrel 
running a wheel in a cage: Man's (especially the 
po.ct's) antics: "Still Dancing in an airy Round, 
Sttll pleased with their own Verses' Sou nd": M. 
Prior ("A Simile"). · 
stabbing 

fo lklore: a. as the weapons which stab may 
symbolize the phallus, stabbing Moth"r Earth 
will increase her fert ili ty; b. when you have cut 
yourself wit h a knife, you must clean the knife 
to prevent the wound's infect ion; one of the 
many ways to clean it is by stabbing it in to the 
ground; c. v. Knife, Dagger, etc. 
stable 

I. realm of darkness, from which the sun 
emerges, or where the light-hero is born ; 2. ligh t 
and revel at io n emerging from igno rance; 3. a 
guarded place: to keep the mares fro m the stall
io ns: Wint. 2, I ; 4. v. Horse and Manger. 
staff 

. I. guidance: a. the shepherd's crook, the 
bishop's staff; emblem of vario us saints (e.g. St. 
Christopher); b. in the Zechariah parables of 
the good shepherd, his two s taves arc called 
Beauty and Bands (11. 7ff.); c. emblem of 
Christ; d. a royal wc:opon: like club; 2. fertility , 
resurrection, sun: a. universal ax is, phallus; b. 
connected with snakes (e.g. Moses): both 
chthonic (v. also Sceptre); in Fgypt ian paintings 
the Sungod is often represented with a snake
staf~; c. emblem of Asclepius: healing = resur
recuon, because it is not the result of ' healing' 
so much '. as a ' call back from the dead', thus a 
resurrection ; a lso an a !tribute of Bacchus
Dionysus (as fert ility-god) and Hermes-Mercury 

(.1s bringer of the Graces= Spring-fertility); d. 
:1!lributc of the lover, usually combined with 
the purse; e. producing water fro m rock: Moses, 
Rhea (Callimachus, H. I • 30f.); 3. ·magic wand, 
creative: connected with Speech, the C reative 
Word (again in connection with Moses): the 
earth is created by 'giving names', and c reates 
itself by resurrection. so we can say " the speak
ing earth", of which the herald Mercury-Hermes 
is the representative; cf. also the oracles under 
his supervision; 4. support: a. attribute of blind
ness, of o ld age, etc.; b. the 'staff of life': bread; 
here also 'staff may mean 'vegetative lire', 
which is 'broken' in times of famine; cf. "Son 
of man, beho ld, I will break the staff of bread 
in Jerusalem": Eze. 4, 16: I shall cause famine; 
bread was strung on a stick ; 

5. pilgrimage, faith: v. Sir W. Raleigh : '"T he 
Passionate Man's l'ilgrimage";6. punishment ; 7. 
T.S. Eliot: ("The Waste Land"): the Man with 
the Staves may refer to the 5th Tarot (v. Arch
priest); 

8. combinations: A. for the staff of life 
= bread: v. 4, b; B. the lover's stair: "Hope is a 
lover's staff": Gent. 3, I; proverbial; C . a [low
ering staff: a. ferti lity: cf. Heracles' club (v. 

Club); b. one favoured or selected by a deity: 
e.g. Aaron's Rod (for priesthood), and Joseph's 
staff (to become Mary's husband); c. innocence 
of someone accused, or forgiveness of the sin
ner: Tannhauser's staff flowered to disprove 
that he could not be forg iven; D. a staff topped 
by a crescent (semi-circle): conjunction of op
posites: fire + water, male + l'cmale, spirit + 
mat ter, etc.; 9 . v. Caduceus, Crook, Mace, Scep
tre, etc. 
stag 

I. general : a. a 'su perior' animal ; the stag is 
called 'royal' whe n he has 12 points to his ant
lers (= 7 years old) or more; b . his natural en
emy is the serpent: v. also Oeer; c. (Graeco
Ro man) he has the gift to recognize medicinal 
herbs; d. the penis of the stag is a powerful 
aphrodisiac, because of the erotic fu ry of the 
stag. and because it is the receptacle of the bile; 
e. (Aristotle, Aclianus, etc.) a stag has no gall; 

2. myth.: often kings, lovers of goddesses, 
were changed into stags; they became 'antlered' 
or 'horned' when the goddess had her annual 
purifying bath and took her new lover (related 
to the cuckold's horns); later the ritual was 
probably m imed in rite: the (fcrt ility-)kings 
were killed in stag-skins, with antler-headdress 
(v. also Horn); some examples: a. Actaeon had 
'accidentally' stum bled upon the cave (vulva
symbol) with the fountain, in which Diana was 
bathing in all her glory; she changed him into a 
stag, and then the heartless high-skir ted virgin 

stag 

saw him devoured by his own .hounds (Ovid: 
Metam. 3, 155ff.); this has been explained as a 
man punished for intruding upon secret female 
mysteries; but it may refer back to (the priest
ess, representative of) Artemis bathing after the 
kill ing of the sacred king; in some texts it is 
clear that the Artemis-<:ult originally did not so 
much stress the virginity-aspect of the goddess, 
as the ecsta tic and orgiastic; also Nemesis had a 
silver c rown adorned with Actaeon stags; b. per
haps there was a M inolaphos, before the Mino
tau ros in Crete, with a go<1t-cult in-between: v. 
also Goat; c. the boy Cyparissus loved a beauti
ful stag with antlers like gold; he rode this stag, 
but accidentally killed it, at which he mourned 
so deeply that he was changed into a cypress: 
Ovid (Metam. 10, 109 ff.); 

3. ele11atio11: · a . mediator between heaven 
and earth (like Eagle and Horse), and as mess
enger of the gods he is often the opposite of the 
he-goat; b. solitude and purity, often represent
ing the pure soul, searching for baptism, the 
Grail, or the Way of Ascent; also in Celtic myth: 
at the end of his life Oisin saw a stag (his 
soul) pursued by a white hound with a red ear 
(death); c. as the natura l enemy of the snake he 
symbolizes the victory of the ;pirit over matter; 

4 .fertility: the masculine principle: a. Germ.: 
his antlers are related to the Tree of Li fe 
and in mythology fou r stags feed on the 
branches of the Tree of Life (Yggdrasil); some
t imes there arc three; fro m their antlers fert il
izing dew drops on the world below; moreover 
his antlers are a sun-emblem; b. Celtic : LleW" Law 
could be injured only when he stood with one 
foot on a cauldron (earth , fertility) and one on 
a buck (fertility), wh ile his hair was tied to an 
oak-branch (sky, fe rt ility); the stag is connected 
with the fertility-k ing Pwyll ; c. it is sacred to 
Apollo; and v. I , d; 

5. rejuvenation, regeneration, imm.ortality, 
longevity: a. it rejuvenates itself by eating ser
pents; b. the cycle of rejuvenation is also 
symbolized by its renewed antlers; c. antlers arc 
often fou nd on British graves to indicate im
mortality (surviving death); d. (Hesiod, etc.) it 
lives 4 times as long as a crow, which lives 9 
t imes as long as man; v. a lso Horn; 

6. beauty, grace, agility , mildness (v. I, e), 
etc.; 

7. chastity: stags were used in 'virginity
tests' (like elephants, lions, and unicorns): if 
the animal killed the girl she was no longer a 
virgin (the "magic power of chastity"); 

8. her.: a. lover o f jus tice and harmony; one 
skilled in music; b. mildness. kindness; c. polit
ical p rovidence; one who makes no rash attack; 
d. lover of faith and t ruth ; e. hunting-rights. 
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stage 

stage (theatre) 
I. the world: "All the world's a stage, And 

all the men and women merely players, etc.": 
~.YL 2, 7; a lso Mer.V. l , l ; 2. D. Thomas: 

IVory stage": a variant of the Ivory Tower of 
the strutting artist's withdrawal from the 
world: pretended poetic isolation, which is real
ly a mere display. 
stairs 

l. ascen t (to Heaven): a. the Ten Stairs of 
the Ladder of Secret Co ntemplation in the 
Darkness of the Soul: Juan de la Cruz· ref in 
T .S. Elio t's "Burnt Norton"; b. the i~tri~ate 
process by whkh the Self ascends; e.g. in Yeats; 
c'. conn~~ted with Jacob's dream, with Mithra. 
wi th Osm s ("The God of the Stairs"); 

2. special literary references: A. P. Valery : 
the. s~~!rs of poetry;. B. W.B. Yeats: "Winding 
Stairs . a. the femmmc gyrcs, which give form 
to.the cru mbling, yet regenerative Tower; b. the 
spiral (q.v.) mto the darkness of an after-life 
with no return, no reincarnation a nirvana· c 
T.S. Eliot (many figures are r~presented' a~ 
mou ~,ting stairs: already in " Prufrock", "Rhap
sody., etc.) : a. the Purgatorial stars: the con
junction of opposites; b. inevita ble 'progress' 
(~._g . m " Ashwednesday"): the impossibility for 
Elmt to rc~urn to his for me r being, whom he 
s~es struggling o n the lower sta irs with the Devil 
(m Ill) of hope and despair, with disgust (of 
debauch) and desire; and the return of fru itful
ness _ 1~ spiritual rebirth (fig= vulva) in a renew
ed v1s1on of the world of love, with Dantesqu e 
undertones; D. D. Thomas: the place of chance 
meetings; 

. 3. folklore: two people meeting o n the 
~~~:: bad luck; 4 . v. ladder, Steps, Spirals, etc. 

I : being tied to a s take : a. humans: fo r 
burn~ng or torture: martyrdom, or death o f a 
fert1 h ty-kmg, related to I-t anging (for the cut
ting . of ~he ~air, . t he emasculation/blinding, 
etc.), b. m Ehz. times: bears were t ied to a 
stake, to be baited by dogs; ref. e.g. Mac. 5, 7; 
2. folklore: a stake was driven through a vamp
ires ~ea~t . (so~1ehmes also through that of 
other cn mmals , hke suicides) or through his 
head , when he was buried at a crossroads in 
order to 'pin him' to that place, and prevent.h is 
return. 

stamping 
.. . st~mping the earth with (bare) feet is a fert-
1hty-nte, common among folk-dances every
where; It relates to the phallic foot-symbolism 
(v. F oot), a? d a. re-entry into the (womb of) 
ea.rth, resulting m a state of ecstatic uncon
sciousness. 
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star 
I. heavenly light (the spir it) fig ht ing the 

forces of darkness; Norse : they arc the sparks 
of Muspelheun , fixed by the gods to light the 
world ; _2. immortality, the soul: 'The soul that 
~1ses w1_th us, our life's sta r, Hath had elsewhere 
its settmg, And cometh from afar" : W. Words
worth (Ode on In t. of Imm.) ; 3. (spiritual) ouid
ance: ?; of .the Magi to Bethlehem; b. to kr:'owl
edge. To follow knowledge like a sinking star 
Beyo nd the utmost bounds of hum an 
thought": Tennyson ("Ulysses"); 4. destiny: a. 
ast rology: those stars which are above the hori
zon at a man's birth, shape his destiny; when 
they are ascendant the time is propitious; when 
t~1ey ~re below the horizon (in descendant) the 
time IS unfavo~rab lc; b. in the O .T. ast ro logy is 
generally forbidden, but in Deborah's song 
(J udg. 5, 20) we find: ''The stars in their 
~ourses fought against Siscrat"; v. also 9 ; c. "It 
is_ t_he stars, 'fhe stars above us, govern ou r con
ditions": Lear 4 3 · 

5. hope, pu;it;; 6. constancy : " Bright star 
would I were steadfast as thou art": J. Keat; 
(S~nn.); 7. the unreachable ideal: "And he, that 
stnves to touch a star, on sturn blcs at a straw": 
E. Spenser (Shepherd's Cal.: July); 8. vigilance: 
"The stars, bright sent'ne ls of the skies": w. 
Habi~gton ("('astara"); 9 . animated spirits: (a t 
C reation) "When the morning stars sang togeth
er, and all the sons of Goel shouted for joy": 
Job 38, 7; this view of the stars led to 'idol
atry', e.g. Manasseh (under Assyrian influence) 
"wor~.h ippcd all the host of heaven, and served 
them ; v. also Judg. 5, 20; Bar. 3. 35; 

I 0. ~ t he Moon: "the moist star upon 
whose influence Neptune's Empire stands": 
Ham. I , 1; 11 . social level: "Out of thy star": 
Ham. 2, 2; also Tw. N. (2, 5): " Jn my stars I am 
above thee, but be not afraid of greatness'" 
and All's W. I , I ; 12. rowers of the sun's ship :' 
Egypt; 13. special literary references: A. Dante: 
a. Hell is a dark place without stars: "l'aer senza 
stelle" (C. 3, 23); cf. in Macbeth's Hell-Castle: 
(Banquo:) "there's husbandry in heaven, Their 
ca ndles are all ou t": 2, I ; b. in Purgatory he 
sees fou r star-nymphs: the 4 cardinal virtues 
and the stars of the theological vir tues with ~ 
sun in their midst; B. W. Blake: the laws of 
~eason , _which move immutably along mean
ingless c ircles; their ligh t is scatte red and inef
fectual: Science and Fate controlled man and 
caused his Fall ; C. T.S. Eliot ("Ho llow Men") · 
a. "fading stars": spiritual death ; b. "perpetuai 
sta_r": eternal life ; D. D. Thomas : a. a human 
bcmg; b. "We ring the stars": we rise beyond 
the limitations of time and space; 

14 . combinations: I. the number of points: 
A. four-rayed: a. emblem of the ASSYfO·Babyl
onian sun-god Shamash ( same root as Samson) ; 
b. this later became the origin of the Maltese 
Cross; B. five points (v. also Seal ·and Penta
gon): a. Egypt: the symbol of Ho rus after he 
beca me supreme deity: the Celestial World; b. 
Pythagorians: a cunning combination of 3 and 
3, and of 3 and 2: a. perfection; b. the Univ
erse; c. Man; e. her.: "mullet": a. in cadency : 
third son; b. divine grace, lea rning, virtue; C. six 
poin ts: anclrogyne and union of opposites: v. 
Seal (David's -) ; D. se11en points: a. cyclic pro
gression : connected with Cybele, q.v.; b. human 
sk ill ; c. all Sevens: the spirits of god , the gifts of 
the H. Ghost, plane ts, metals, etc.; E. eight 
points: a. Semitic: t he Queen of Heave n; since 
then the planet and the goddess Venus ; b. the 
rising sun (regeneration, etc.); c. occult : the 
Wheel of Fo rtune; F. nine points: Christian : the 
9 fru it s o f the H. Ghost; 11. particular stars: A. 
Morning Star: a. male aspect of the Great God
dess: war ; b. forerunner of the su n (light), birth 
of the Messiah or sun-god ; c. various names: 
Heilsp horos (dawn-bringer), Phosphoros (ligh !
bringer), Lucifer (same) , Venus; Po llux, the im
mortal twin, going into light ; d. Norse: Orvancl
cl's toe: when it was frost-bitten it fe ll off, and 
Thor threw it to heaven ; e. Christian: a. Christ: 
resurrection and ascensio n: Rev. 22, 16, and 
2Pete r l, 19; b. Mary: introducing C hrist into 
the world; f. by the mo rning star's rising the 
shepherds knew it was time to release their 
sheep from the fo ld : " Look, th' unfo lding star 
calls up the shepherd": Meas. 4 , 2; also Milton 
("('omus" 93) ; B. Evening Star: a. female as
pect of the Great Goddess (q .v. and Star of the 
Sea below); b. bringer of darkness; Castor , the 
mortal twin, going into darkness; c. Christian: 
Mary: she came in the last part of the history of 
mankind; C. Star of the Sea: a. emblem of all 
the mother- and sea-goddesses: Isis, Aphrodite, 
etc.; the star-tattoo is still common on sailors' 
hands for the sea-goddess Venus; b . usually re
presented as a six-po inted star; c. Christian: the 
Virgin-Mother; D. Shooting Stars: a. Greece: at 
Sparta it somet imes indicated that the king had 
sinned and had to be deposed; b. Rome: sto rm 
warning: e.g. Vergil (Georg. I , 365); c. sign 
from heaven , especially of the supre me deity; d. 
the emblem of speed ; c. connected with hu man 
souls: a child will be born or a soul is re leased 
from Purgatory ; E. a dancing star : merrimen t; 
Beatrice explains her merriment as: when I was 
you ng my mother cried "but then there was a 
star danced and under that star I was born": 
Ado 2, I ; f'. "star-crossed": Rom. ( I , Chorus): 

starling 

" A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life"; 
also the rest of the play is fu ll of star-refer
ences; 

15. v. Aerolite, Comet, Planet , etc. 
Star(s l , The - (Tare!) 

I. other names: Sirius ( the Dog-S tar, q .v.), 
the Star of the Magi; 2. represented : a naked 
maiden kneeling at a pool, pours water from 
two vases; sometimes one vase is gold, the other 
silver ; or one is emptied o n land, the other into 
the pool; but one is always held higher than the 
other; we sec vege tation with (at least) one tree 
in which the (soul) bird is about to take flight ; 
sometimes there is a butterfly (regeneratior.), or 
an acacia with a rose (immortality and love) ; 
the central big star is usually 8-pointecl, single, 
or dou bled in two differen t colours (occasion
ally 5-pointcd in a sun-disk) ; several other stars 
(and the planet-signs) arc visible ; 3. denotes: 
a. the connection between the Upper Waters 
and the Lower Waters; the Waters of Life pour
ed into the pool of the world of phenomena, or 
of universal consciousness (and earth); b. harm
ony: the soul connecting spirit and matter; 
meditation; c. the radiation o f human inte lli
gence, connected with the 11. Spirit and Uranus, 
the royal planet of int elligence; d. the maiden 
stands fo r eternal youth and beauty , and shows 
affinity with the Empress, the High Priestess, 
but especially with the woman in Temperance; 
c. astrol.: Uranus, or Mercury and Aries. 
starf is h 

I . "stclla marina": various species have been 
suggested; 2. it generates so much heat that it 
not only sets fire to everything it touches, but 
also cooks its own food: Pliny (9, 86); 3. the 
inextinguishable power o f true love; 4 . the 
Grace of God, not quenc hed in the sea of sin; 5. 
as an amulet on the lintel it prevents harm from 
sorcery (Pliny 32, 16). 
starl ing 

I. in danger a well-tra ined army , moving 
circle-wise without command ; 2. as a black
and-white bird it is connected with Midwint er 
and Life-in-Death (and v.v.) ; 3. it can be 
taugh t to speak , especially when its to ngue is 
sp lit with a silver sixpence (cf. Parrot) : a. it is 
often a messenger (e.g. from Branwcn to Bran) ; 
b. there arc many ta lk ing starlings in Eliz. liter
ature. e.g. JH4 I , 3; c. G. Chaucer (Pof' 348): 
"The starre, that the counseyl can bewrye"(= be
tray, reveal) ; 4. Dante: the lovers in " Inferno" 
(C. 5) arc driven about by wind (desire) like 
starlings, cranes, and doves; 5. W.B. Yeats : Ois
in a nd the o ther heroes were put to sleep by a 
bell-bra nch , but Oisin was awakened by a star
ling: = reality : 'the fluttering sadness of earth'. 
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station 

station 
l. in nursery-rhymes connected with sexual

ity: e.g. "Temptation, temptation, temptation, 
Dick Barton went down to the station ; Blondie 
was there, All naked and bare, Temptation, 
temptation, temptation!"; 2. v. Train. 
stealing 

v. Robbing, Thief. 
steel 

I. armou r, weapons; 2. the all-conquering 
spirit ; 3. chastity: "'Tis chastity, my brother, 
chastity, She that has that is clad in complete 
steel" : Milton ("Comus" 420); 4. trustworth
iness: "as true as steel": 14th. cent. proverb; 5 . 
folklore: a knife, or a steel nail, is often a safe
guard against supernatural powers, when iron is 
not strong enough. 
stem 

I. world-axis, connec ting heaven and earth; 
2. W. Blake: the Stem of Vegetation: the phal
lus. 
Stephen 

a fixed taunting-rhyme for. a boy called 
thus: "Stephen, Stephen, Cut the loaf even". 
stepmother 

I . in folk- literature and ballads she plays an 
important part , e.g. in "Snow White" , "Cinder
ella", Isabel's stepmother in "Kemp Owyne", in 
the "Laly Worm"; the same function is some
times given to the mother-in-law, e.g. in "Prince 
Robert"; 2. jealousy: one aspect of nature, or 
season, jealous of another: frost jea lous of vege
tation, winter of spring, harvest of spring, day
light of mist, gloaming of dawn, etc.; 3 . the 
Terrible Mother, masked. 
steps 

I. ascending and transcending; 2. world
axis: often surmounted by a cross, an angel, a 
star, or tleur-dc-lis; they co nnec t hell, earth, 
and heaven; 3. climbing temple-steps: the ecs
tatic journey to the Mystic Cen tre (altar); 4. 
for Stepped Seat: v. Seat; for winding steps : v. 
Spiral; v. ladder and Stairs. 
stew(ing) 

Eliz.: a. healthy food; b. connected with 
brothels (evil smells, beastliness, etc.), because 
'stewed prunes' (q.v.) were served in them. 
steward 

I. associated with the parable in Luke 16; 2. 
"It is the false steward, that stole his master's 
daughter": Ham. 4 , 5. 
stick 

I. world-axis, connecting heaven and earth; 
for general symbolism: v. Staff; 2. leadership: 
writing names on sticks occurs in Numb. 17 , 
6, where the .12 princes have a stick each and 
write their names on it, and in Eze. 37, 16, 
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where Joseph and Judah write their names, to 
represent the tribe or country; 3. a burnt stick: 
a. Germ.: a charred stick was kept from the 
summer-fires (in memory of Balder's death and 
burial) to protect the house from lightning b. 
death, starvation; c. wisdom; d. v. Firebrand; 4 . 
D. Thomas: the phallus (the " joy-stick" of a 
plane): Freudian relation between sex and fly
ing; 

5. stick-dances: (usually executed by males) 
a. war-rites: the sticks then usually represent 
snakes (relation Staff-Snake: cf. Moses); b. 
fertility-ri tes : the sticks then symbolize phalloi 
or old age supports: the ground is pounded to 
call up dead ancestors, or Underground Lords, 
to send up fertility; or the dance symbolizes 
coition with the earth: cf. Shofar and Stamp
ing; 6. proverbs : a. "Two dry sticks will kindle 
a green one"; ll .. "as cross as two sticks". 
stilt • 

D. Thomas: deceit. 
sting 

1. death : "O death , where is thy sting?": 
!Cor. 15, 55f.; the 'sting of death' = sin; 2. 
sexual appetite: a. "as sensual as the brutish 
sting itself': AYL 2, 7; b. "our carnal stings" 
(0th. I , 3), and "the wanton stings and mo
tions ol the sense" (Meas. I , 4); 3. v. Prick, 
Nettle, Thorn, Serpent (and Adder, Asp, etc.). 
sting-ray 

I . Hercules lost a finger through the bite of 
a sting-ray; 2. cunning: by shooting out it s ray 
this slowest of fish is found with the mullet 
(swiftest of fish) in its body: Pliny (9, 67 and 
72); 3. the 'Telegony' must have described how 
Telegonus, son of Odysseus and Circe, arrived 
at Ithaca, looking for his father , whom he killed 
'unwittingly', and then married Penelope (while 
Telemachus married Circe); the spear which 
killed Odysseus was barbed with the spine of a 
sting-ray . 
stocking 

I. Christmas; v. also Nicholas, St.; 2. folk· 
lore: a. "flinging the stockings": bridesmaids 
and groomsmen sitting on either side of the 
bed, take the stockings of the same sex of the 
couple; at a signal they throw the stockings 
backwards over their shoulders: if you hit the 
opposite sex you will get married soon; b. wear
ing old socks or stockings, especially when they 
differ in colour and pattern is lucky ; 3. v. Foot 
and Shoe. 
stock fish 

I . a thin person: e.g. l H4 2, 4 ; 2 . connected 
with beating: stockfish is beaten before it is 
cooked, so 'make a stockfish ' of a person: e .g. 
Temp. 3, 2; 3. a person without sexual desire : 

"some (say) that he was begot between two 
stockfishes": Meas. 3, 2. 
stocks (torture) 

I. loss of liberty: confinement, marriage ; 2. 
constancy; 3. a form of Entanglement, q.v. 
stole 

I . R.C. priests: a. Christ's yoke; b. obedi
ence, patience, submission to the will of God; c . 
hope of immortality; 2. Roman matrons: the 
outer garment. 
stomach 

I . learning and truth; 2. endurance : " ... 
which raised in me An undergoing stomach to 
bear up Against what would ensue": Tem p. I , 
2; 3. seat of (stubborn) courage: e.g. 2H4 I, I; 
in a high degree this becomes " high-stomach
ed": R2 I, I; 4. anger, temper, resentment, re
venge: a. "Good God, these nobles should such 
stomachs bear": IH6 I , 3; b . "Had all his hairs 
been lives, my great revenge Had stomach for 
them all": 0th. 5, 2; 5 . Zodiac: governed by 
Virgo; 6. proverb: "The way to an Englishman's 
heart is through his stomach". 
stone 

I . hardness, firmness , foundation : a. unity, 
strength; when scattered : d ismemberment, dis
integration; b. cohesion; 2. deity -image: a . em
blem of Being; b. the Creator: precious stones 
are concentrated forms of that divine essence; 
c. many deities were born from stone (e.g. 
Mithra), or in caves: v. Rock; d . Christ is the 
stone on whom the godless shall fall (Luke 20, 
18), and the corner-stone rejected by the build
er; 3. fire, sun, lightning: a. Rome: swearing by 
Jupiter with a stone was a holy oath; perhaps 
he was 'Jupiter Lapis' originally and the stone
subst itute story added; b. many meteorites and 
Aerolites (q .v.) were worshipped, especially in 
square form; c. a form of worship of Apollo, 
Heracles, Hermes, Poseidon; d. stone circles 
have been used in sun-dances; e. "Are the re no 
stones in heaven But what serve for the thun
der'": 0th. 5, 2; 4. the bones of the earth, the 
first solid fo rm of creation; 

5. descent from stone of kings (v. a lso 
Rock): a. Arthur's sword (power) was drawn 
from a stone, and so was Galahad's; b. in the 
Grail-legend one of the elementary symbols; c. 
the Stone of Scone: v. below; d . a stone as a 
symbolic throne in Jer. 43, 9f.; 6 . man created 
from stone (related to 10): a. Cronos, having 
cut off his fathe r Ouranos' genitals, while the 
latter lay on his mother Earth, with his sickle, 
cast the genitals behind him: from them 
sprang the Erinyes and the chthonic Gigantes 
(Hesiod: Theog. I 80ff.); b. after the Flood 
Deucalion and Pyrrha th rew stones over their 

stone 

shoulders, which became a new race of men; c. 
symbol of the Mother; 7 . generally connected 
with tree-worship: e.g. among the Druids; 8 . 
primitive altar: a. Jacob is especially connected 
with stones, e.g. the stones he had gathered to 
make a pillow, where he had his vision, were 
later made into an altar, and oil was poured on 
them: Gen. 28, 11-28; b. later it was decreed 
that the stones must be rough, not 'hewn': Ex. 
20, 25; Deut. 27, 5; 9.phallus : a. in the Psalms 
(e.g. 132, 17) we find 'horn' and 'anointed' 
connected with the stones, which make it likely 
that those stones of old had been phallic stones; 
perhaps there is also a reference to a stone-cult 
in I Kings I, 9; b. v. Herm, Navel, etc.; 

10. testicles : a. O.T.: (about Behemoth:) 
"the sinews of his stones are wrapped together": 
Job 40, 17; also Deut. 23 , I, etc.; b. Shake
speare: pass.; 11. witness and remembrance : a. 
the Stones of Memorial : of onyx , with the 
names of the tribes on them, on the ephod (v. 
Onyx); b. e.g. Gen. 31, 46ff.; I Sam. 7, 12; re
lated to this are the 12 stones for the tribes of 
Israel near Sinai, and Jericho (Gilgal, taken out 
of the Jordan bedding); cf. Pillar; 12. the 
law : plastered stones with the law written on 
them were ordered ln Deut. 27, 2ff.; 13. con
nected with speech : a. "the stones shall cry out 
of the wall, and the beam ... shall answer it" : 
Habakkuk 2, 11 , said about the palace in Nine
veh, built with the blood of forced labour; b . 
stones cry out: said by Jesus to the Pharisees, 
who were angry at his royal entry into Jerusalem : 
"if these should hold their peace, the stones 
would immediately cry out": Luke 19, 40; c. 
we find " tongues in t rees, books in the running 
brooks, Sermons in stones": AYL 2, l; 14. a 
primitive, but also a godly weapon (cf. the use 
of flint knives for circumcision after the intro· 
duction of metals) : the opposite of the worldly 
weapons, as swords and spears, in David's fight 
wi th Goliath (\Sam 17, 47 and 50); by that 
stone which 'sunk' into the fo rehead, David be
comes another Odysseus fighting the chthonic 
Giant Cyclop; cf. also the (whet)stone which 
lodged in Thor's forehead; 

15. difficulty: a. stumbling: Isa . 8, I4; and 
the stone that broke the statue of Nebuchad
nezzar's vision; b. throwing a (mill-)stone into a 
river (or sea) predicts downfall: Jer. 51, 64, and 
Rev. 18, 21; 16. blindness: proverbial: "stone
blind"; 17. silence: "your considerate stone": 
Ant. 2, 2; 18. martyrdom and punishment : a. 
the stoning of martyrs: e.g . St. Stephen; b . 
stone-quarries have been places of punishment 
(hard labour) at least from Greek times, e.g. in 
conneC'fion with the lyric poet Philoxenus of 
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stone 

Cythera: v. also Dant e below; 19. a common 
form of the external soul. q.v.: 

20 . a1ch. : A. the philosopher's stone: a. the 
conjun ction of opposites: the ir.tegration of the 
masculine conscious Self, with the feminine un
conscious (fi xing the volatile, etc.); b. the All; 
c. in the sto ne (as 'prima materia') sleeps the 
spirit of Mercurius, the 'circle of the moon', the 
round and the square, the ho muncul us, Tom 
Th umb and Anthropos at once; B. the touch
stone: the body (=fixed) as the opposite of the 
'wandering' thoughts, spirit s, and desires; 2 1. 
psych.: the harmonious reconciliation with 
Self; 22. special literary references: A. Hom er: 
"stone garment": the grave, e.g. ti. 3, 58: B. W. 
Blake: the Stone of Night: the Ten Pro hibi 
tions, set up by Urize n in the So uth ( Inte llect); 
C. W.B. Yeats: a. the uny ielding face of the 
universe, which will no t give up its mysteries; b. 
the calcified parts of Self, which guard a similar 
secret life; D. F. G. Lorca: a. death; b. sterili ty, 
petrifaction; e.g. the moon is a stone without 
seed; 

23. combinations: 
I. colour: A. black: a. sin, guilt , also in 

Greek voting; b. defeat , restraint: B. blue: a. 
connected with the sapphire blue of the skies: 
the table ts of the Holy Law, and used for oat hs 
and votes; b. health amulet ; C. white: in Rev. 
(2, 17) those who have withstood idolatry will 
get a 'white stone', and in the sto ne a new name 
will be written, "which no man knoweth saving 
he that receiveth it"; th is has been exp lain 
ed by several of the fo llow ing items: a. Urim 
a nd Thummim; b. a sign of honour in a r ing; c. 
entrance ticket for the theatre (Greece); d. s ign 
of acquittal from lega l prosecution (Greece); e. 
victory and happiness; f. the Greeks marked the 
good days with a white stone and the bad wi th 
a black; g. virtue; h. Irish : placed in a coffin: 
"God's s tone"; i. on graveyards: resurrection. 
immorta li ty ; 

II. petrifaction of man : e.g. A. women turn
ed to stone: a. Niobe: Ovid (Metam . 6); b. 
Lethaea: through pride of beauty: Ovid (Met
am. I 0, 70); c. the Propoetides were girls of 
Amanthus, who denied the divinity of Venus, 
gave themselves to prostit ution, and fo rgot how 
to blush; they were gradua lly turned into stone: 
Ovid (Metam. 10, 221ff.); B. a man turned to 
stone: Olen us, wishing this through a fee ling of 
guilt at his wife's pride (though he himself was 
innocent): Ovid (Metam . 10, 69); 

III. figurative : a. the Stones of Darkness , 
which man seeks out (Job 28, 3): probably the 
precious stones of I. 6; b. the stone of Israel: 
Joseph: Gen. 49 , 24; c. living stones: Christ and 
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(in him) the believers: I Pe ter 2, 4 f.; 
IV. particular sto nes: A. Helen's "bleeding 

stone": a stone shedding blood when rubbed 
with another: it was an aphrodisiac, because a 
child-sacrince had guarded the continuity or 
the kingship, and thus of love; B. Rolling stone: 
of Sisyph us, q.v.; C. Stonehenge: (G. of Mon
mo uth : Hist. Reg. Brit. 8 , !Off.) a. stones which 
were magica Uy transported from Irela nd to 
England by Merlin; the 'Ri ng of the Giants'; b. 
the axis of symmetry is aligned on the point or 
midsummer sunrise; c. a tem ple of Northern 
Apollo; d. Circle: oneness, perfect ion; c. the 
hoof-shape of the inner stones: horse or ass 
cult ; f. fertil ity; g. medicina l: any water that 
to uched the stones cures sickness and wounds; 
h. a gigantic time-keeper for agricultural ca len
dars; D. Stone of London: in Cannon St reet : it 
may have had the same significance as that of 
Scone: Cade (2H6 4 , 5), sitting on it , proclai ms 
himself lord of the city; E. Stone of Power: 
(Celtic) one of the four precious things which 
the Tuatha de Danaan (the Sidhe) brought with 
them to Ireland (with the Gra il, the Spear, and 
the Cauldron): here the stone is again related to 
sun-worship; the stone of monarchy is probably 
the prototype or the Seat of Danger, taken by 
Galahad; F. Sto ne of Scone: a. originally Ja
cob's pillow; b. resembles Athena's l'alladium. 
Osiris' Stepped Seat, and Mithra rising from the 
rock; c. also ca lled Stone of Destiny (Lia Fail); 
d . Scott ish kings were crowned sitting on it ; 
now placed in the Corona tio n-chair ; related to 
Birt h from Stone o f Sun-kings; 

V. stone-rubbing: a very o ld activity of man
kind: it contains his (or her) predecessor's soul. 
a nd rubbing it , perfects it into one harmonious 
round stone of the Self; therefore many people 
(still) feel an inexplicable urge to pi ck up any 
s tone of unfam iliar shape, and stones arc usual
ly burial gifts; 

VI. stone-whirling: a rain-making magic. 
symbolizing the fertilizing marriage of heaven 
and earth (cf. Bullroarcr); similar to the imita
tive magic of sto ne-rolling to evoke thunder; 

24 . folklore: A. Fa/ Stone: an Irish stone 
which uttered a human cry when touched by 
the rightful king of Erin; it is sometimes iden ti
fied with the Stone of Scone; it is also called 
the Tara Stone; B. Holed Stones (whether per
forated rock , standing stones, or pebbles) : for 
fertility and anti-witchcraft ; C. Logan Stones 
(or " Rocking" Stones): big bou lders precarious
ly ba lancing on others so that they 'rock' when 
touched with the hand ; they arc ominous : 
meeting places of the witches; D. round stones : 
(Celtic) can be used in maledictions; E. tomb-

stones: being the natural home of certain 
spirits, also of the jealous dead (e.g. in Norse 
mytho logy ), it is safer to prevent the return of 
the spirits by making the stones heavy; f'. there 
arc many stories of special stones having specif
ic healing powers, especially for cattle (cf. the 
'Pennies'): the cat tle were given water to drink 
in which the stones had been dipped; G. for the 
Petting Stone: v. Wedding, Barring the Way; 

25. v. Rock. 
stonecrop 

I. a genus of annual or perennial succulent 
herbs ('Scdum') with star-like flowers , which 
have five petals and sepals, five carpels, etc.; 
they can store up moist ure and thus survive the 
driest spells; it is also called the 'lit tle house
leek' (q.v.); 2. folklore: it pro tects the house 
from fire and lightning when it grows on the 
roof; it scares off the witches and has curative 
powers. 
stone-mason 

M.A. : emblem of Geometry, with a n eagle 
as attribute. 
stork 

I. (filial) piety: a. Ant igone, daughter o f 
Laomedon, because of her pride, by Juno 
changed into a stork : Ovid (Metam. 6, 93ff.); b. 
in the M.A. it was the emblem of piety because 
of the care it takes of its pa rents who have 
grown old: preparing a nest and relieving them 
o f their old feathers; 2. domestic peace and 
happiness: a. it a lways returns to its nest at 
night ; b. Rome: dedicated to Juno; c. G. Chau
cer: "wreker (= avenger) of avouiery" (=adult
ery): PoF 361; yet, in early Britain it seems to 
have been a symbol of adultery, perhaps be
ca use of its grotesque mating dances; 3. obe
dience: a. "the stork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed times" (of migration): Jcr. 8, 7; this 
means : obedience to the ' covenant ' (rules) of 
Yahweh; b. in the medieval Bestiar ies it is 
stressed that li tt le storks do no t leave their 
nests till their mothers allow them ; this is hint
ed at in Dante (Purg. 25, 10); 4 . fertility: a. 
connected with the time of rain and summer; b. 
they inaugurate the I s t season of vine-planting 
(the 2nd in autumn) : Vergil (Georg. 2 , 320ff.); 
c. perhaps this explains its relation to the fi r
tree: " As for the stork, the fir trees are her 
house": Ps. I 04 , 17; d. from of o ld the bringer 
of childre n; 

5. longevity: like all those lo ng-necked birds 
standjng at the water-side; 6 . traveller : a. the 
two women in Zechariah's vision , who carried 
the mystic cphah (bushel) con taining a female 
idol ('godlessness' is feminine in Hebr.), had 
wings of a stork : they had to fly all the way to 

straw 

Babylo n; b. no one knows whence they come 
or where they go: Pliny (I 0 , 31 ); 7. vigilance: 
they sleep standing; 8. the enemy of the snake: 
Vergil (Georg. 2, 320ff.); 9 . attribute of Help: 
a. they built their nests on the Roman temple 
of Concord; b. (Scand.) protection against fire; 
10. attri bu te of Commerce; this meaning may 
be related to the story in Aesop showing its 
cunning: a fox had invited the stork to dine 
from a platter, but the stork pa id the fox back 
in his own coin by inviting him to a dinner 
from narrow flagons (Fables 77); 11 . preten
tion. self-conceit: because of its frequent preen
ing and haugh ty looks; 12. the open bill and 
straddling legs of the stork im itate the mystic 
X-sign: v. Cross (Andrew) . 
storm 

I . crea tive intercourse between the cle
ments; v. Wind ; 2. Rome: it was forbidden to 
repair a ho use damaged by sto rm, which was a 
sign of divine will ; in many religions storms are 
manifestations of the Supreme Deity; 3. "a hot 
breath of storm" : sa id of a man running in a 
foot-race (Bacchylides); 4. W. Blake: Material
ism; 5. folklore: connected with witches, their 
fam iliars. or their Master (the Devil) as progeny 
of the Great Goddess; they can raise one a t 1,Vill, 
on land or at sea (cf. the witches in Macbeth). 
straw 

I . M.A.: sinners: with reference to Job (2 1, 
18): " They arc as stubble before the wind, and 
as chaff tha t the storm carrieth away"; 2. used 
for divination as a variant of arrow and rod; v. 
a lso Reed fo r general symbolism; 3. broken 
straw: q uarrel , breaking-up of a friendship ; 4 . 
punishment : make bricks without straw: in 
Egy pt straw was used in making sun-dried 
bricks; to make the task of the Hebrews more 
time-consuming they were made to get their 
own straw (from the stubble-fields) and yet 
produce the same number of bricks (Ex. 5, 
?ff.); 

5. D. Thomas: a. the vagina (as in " My 
world is pyramid"); b .·raw material for spinning 
(= creating, writing poetry, etc.); c. man of 
s traw = mortal man; d. break through straw: 
r ising sexua lity · 6. folklore: a. straw-carts: am
bivalent: in· some regions it is lucky to meet 
one, in others it is not ; b . straw figures : a com
mon form o f burning in effigy; c. st raw hats: 
meeting the first s traw-hatted man is always 
lucky; but its luck can be ensured by touching 
elbows and hands alternately and singing: 
"Strawberry Man, Strawberry Man, Bring me 
good luck, Today or tomorrow To pick some
thing up"; then you must pick up a stone or 
small object and fling it over your left shoulder; 
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strawberry 

d. proverb,'): "A man of straw is worth a woman 
of gold" (= a man without possessions); 
"Straws show which way the wind blows". 
strawberry 

I. emblem of love-goddesses: a. strawberries 
are cool and dry when green, and moist and 
juicy when ripe; b. Norse: Frigg(a) hid dead 
children in strawberry bushes and smuggled 
them into heaven; c. emblem of the Virgin 
Mary; d. the place where the Mad Maid's dead 
lover is hidden: "Nay, now I think th' ave made 
his grave I' th' bed of strawberries": R. Herrick; 
2. Tighteousness: Christian emblem, e.g. of St. 
John the Baptist; 3. aristocracy: its leaf is a 
design of rank (e.g. in the coronet of a duke); 4. 
good hidden under evil: "The strawberry grows 
underneath the nettle": HS I, I ; 5. astral.: rela
ted to the Moon; 6. W. Shakespeare: in R3 (3, 
4) Richard asks the Bishop of Ely to send him 
some of his good strawberries; the Bishop a
grees, but later becomes his enemy's ally; 7. 
TS. Eliot : thyme and strawberry: the hidden 
joys of the senses, but a-lso referring to the spir
itual, passive joy in darkness ("East Coker" 3); 
8. folklore: as Red food (q.v.) it is often con
nected with fairies, witches, or the food of the 
gods, and therefore not eaten. 
Strength (Tarot) 

1. other names: Fortitude, David; as the 
11th enigma it so metimes changes place with 
the 8th (Justice); she is related to Minerva; 2. a 
queenly figure, seated on a throne or standing, 
opens the mouth of a lion (or the lion lays its 
head on her lap and she her hand on it); she has 
the lying 8 symbol (eternity) over her head, or 
her hat is shaped thus; or she has a crown with 
three spikes; sometimes a wooden tripod is vis
ible behind her throne; 3. denotes: a. Leo van
quished by Virgo, the Spirit (Morality) ruling 
over Matter (the Flesh), which cannot be de
stroyed, but must be transmuted; b. the tri
umph of love over hate; c. astrol.: Mars. 
string (rope) 

l. the cohesion of all things in existence; 2. 
world-axis, sun-ray; phallus Oike the ornament
al braids on uniforms, or a necktie); 3. death: 
noose; 4. used in initiation: a. to form a magic 
circle; b. a help to induce metamorphosis, and 
keeping a person in the prescribed state till the 
string is removed; 5. amulet: removes sterility 
('bundling'); 6. v. Rope. 
stubble 

I. food for fire: Isa. pass.; 2. transitoriness: 
it "passeth away by the wind of the wilder
ness": Jer. 13, 24; often equated symbolically 
with 'chafr. 
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stumbling 
folklore: A. unlucky: a. generally an evil 

omen for a new enterprise, a journey, etc. (at 
least since Ovid: Me tam. l 0, 452); b. a famous 
stumble was that of William the Conqueror on 
first landing in England: to reassure his follow
ers he said he grasped the earth, taking possess
ion of the English soil; c. also of a horse: after 
hearing his unexpected death-sentence Hastings 
said: "Three times to-day my foot-cloth (= rich
ly ornamented) horse did stumble": R3 3, 4; B. 
lucky: (childlore) when a girl stumbles while 
going upstairs, her sweetheart thinks of her ; C. 
v. also Stairs. 
stumbling-block 

a stumbling-block of iniquity (e.g. Eze. 14, 
4 and 7): the idols, preventing the service or 
Yahweh. 
stupi!fity 

folktale motif: a gigantic ogre permits him
self to be outwitted, killed, castrated, or 'blind
ed' (Goliath, Polyphemus) by a comparatively 
small person; explained : a. a time-myth: dark
ness, storm, winter, frost , etc. outwitted by 
gently pervading fertility, warmth, or light; b. 
spirit conquering (chthonic) matter. 
sturgeon 

I. longevity, old age, wisdom: they live up 
to 200 or 300 years; 2. sacred to Venus: v. also 
Mermaid; 3. by decree of Edward JI English 
sturgeons arc the king's property; Juvenal (Sat. 
4, 53ff.) relates how anything conspicuous or 
beautiful that swims in whatever sea, belongs to 
the Imperial Treasury ('res fisci ' ); 4. courage: 
the only fish which dares swim with the wind 
and the tides, and not, like the other fish, meet 
them head-<)n (Plutarch: Clev. of Anim. 28). 
stutter 

I. the stuttering lover is a notorious chara«
ter in folktale and folksong; 2. stuttering heroes 
who wanted someone else to do the courting 
for them: a. Norse: Helge, king or Heligo
land, in love with Thora, asked his friend Hoth
er to do the talking; b. Cyrano de Bergerac's 
friend (Rostand); c. Miles Standish (Longfel
low). 
sty 

I. corruption: "honeying and making love 
Over the nasty sty": Hamlet (3, 4) talking to 
his mother about her love-making with his step
father; 2. W. Blake: it is. better to be among 
swine than in a priest-polluted temple (v. "I saw 
a chapel all of gold"): better live as a brute than 
as a perverted thinker. 
substitution 

1. one of the commonest forms of sacrifice; 

Pausanias is full of subsitutes for human sacrif
ices, e.g. the goat to Dionysus (9, 8); 2. accord
ing to some, the offerings of Lev. I, 4 should be 
read thus, but certainly the scapegoat: the sub
stitution should be indicated by putting the 
hand on the head of the offering; there were 
many forms of substitution fo r the Sacrifice 
(q.v.) of the firstborn human being or ass (Isaac 
- ram, etc.); 2. v. King, Sacred 
suburb 

Eliz.: the place where the ladies of easy vir
tue lived: "Dwell I but in the suburbs Of your 
good pleasure? If it be no more, Portia is Bru- · 
tus' harlot, not his wife": Caes. 2, I . 
succubus 

I. the Devil in female form, specializing in 
seducing men; the masculine form was com
monly used (though occasionally 'succuba' is 
found) because the Devil is sexless; there are 9 
times (9: feminine number) as many incubi 
than succubi, women being more licentious 
than men; some authorities claim they are fa uni 
and nymphs working for Sa tan; the succubi are 
more desirable than mortals (though later they 
have been represented as frigid and pain-infli ct
ing, to match the accounts of the Devil's copu
lation with women at Sabbaths, q.v.); 2. it is 
the Devil's aim to procure the man's soul and 
his semen, to be injected into women by incubi, 
q.v.; 3. Jung: anima (v. Archetypes and Mer
maid). 
sucking-fish 

I. Rome: aphrodisiac; 2 . v. Rem.ora. 
sugar 

I. sweetness; 2. flattery, deceit ("sugar o'er 
the devil himsetr'); 3. in a nursery-rhyme little 
girls are made of sugar and spice and all that's 
nice. 
suicide 

famous Biblical suicides: Samson, Saul and 
his armour-bearer Ahitophel, Razias, Judas; 
most of them are 'righteous men' with an im
perfection; Ahitophel was even buried in his 
father's sepulchre (2Sam. 17 , 23). 
sulphur 

I . alch: a. one of the (many) names of 
Prime Matter; b. its symbol is a T through a 
circle; c. the last stage before the Great Work: 
deeper purification, reason, intuition, the male 
principle; v. further Alchemy: 2. vital heat, the 
passions; 3. desire for positive action; 4. infern
al fumes; 5. Rome: sulphur and eggs were used 
(e.g. Ovid: De Arte Am. 2, 392f.): a. to purify 
in sickness; sulphur for general purification: 
Odysseus cleans his hall with sulphur fumes af
ter he has killed .the wooers (Od. 22, 480ff.); b. 
in cases of unrequited love; c. in the worship of 

sun 

Isis; 6. sulphur springs were dedicated to Her
cu les (the renewing sun) because of nis power to 
restore health; 7. W. Blake: derivative fire, be
coming the torment of the intellect. 
summer 

I. name: related to Sanscrit 'sama' = half 
year; 2. period of: a. beauty anticipating de
cline; b. development; perfection, light; c. clar
ity and innocence; adolescence, ripening; d. 
harvesting ; e. heat and dryness; f. body: the 
upper half, or the front part of the body; g. 
element: fire; h. colour: red; i. day: midnight to 
noon; j. direction: the South; k. flavour: bitter; 
I. Zodiac: Cancer, Leo, Virgo; 3. v. Midsummer. 
sun 

I. the male Creator, the spirit , the mind : a . 
Egypt: a. Ra = the boat carrying the souls of 
the dead across the Upper Ocean ; b. Horus' 
right eye (the moon being his left eye) ; b. 0.T.: 
symbol of Yahweh's might; c. Greek: Apollo
Helios, as Zeus' 'son' (a form of identification); 
d. Norse : Odin's all-seeing eye; e. Christian : 
God's 'son' Christ (thus sometimes an emblem 
of Mary's); 2. generative heat, light, healer and 
restorer: a. Mithra was born from a rock 'solo 
aestu libidinis' (through the heat-waves of de
sire only); b. the fe rtility of a country is im
mediately related to the generative potency of 
its king (or hero, or patriarch): v. King, Sacred; 
moreover the king , ruling by divine right , has 
healing powers (esp. against " the King's Evil"= 
scrofula); c. through the sun's Night-crossing 
(q.v.) the sun is as much related to the Under
world (of fertility) as to the Upper World; the 
Helios-family (Aietes-Hades, Circe, Medea, etc.) 
are all connected with the underworld or death; 
the sun is 'Sol Invictus', the Conqueror of 
Death; the Covenant of the Underworld of 
Death was so closely connected with the sun in 
Egypt, that they often said the sun 'rose' in the 
West, because the activities of the sun at. night 
were considered as important as his day-activ
ities; d. symbol of the man as Father; e. in 
Ham. (2, 2) 'walking in the sun' is connected 
with conception, the sun being the god breed
ing maggots (= embryos) in a carrion (= mortal 
flesh); 3. impartial benefactor or judge, seeing 
all: a. "He shall lie with thy wives in the sight 
of this sun"; " ... before all ·Israel, and before the 
sun": 2Sam. 12, l lff.; b . "Who could deceive 
the sun", which had exposed Mars and Venus in 
the act to Vulcan (ref. Ovid: De Arte Am. 2, 
613); c. "The selfsame sun that shines upon his 
court Hides not his visage from our cottage, but 
Looks on alike": Wint. 4 , 4; 4. splendour, mag
nificence, authority; 

5. connected with the hero (as son and be-

447 



sun 

ing youthful), whose typical weapon is the 
sword (= sun-ray), whereas the weapon of heav
en is the net (the stars, binding); 6. faithful and 
unfaithful: his predictable daily and annual 
course stresses one aspect, whereas the sun-hero 
is also the great deserter of aU those (dawn, 
spring, etc.) maidens, from whom he 'sails a· 
way' (Ovid's " Heroides" is fu ll of them); 7. the 
great wanderer, the solitary explorer, free will 
finding its own path, genius, wisdom: a. it rose 
out of chaos first, as the golde n egg laid by the 
chaos-goose (Egypt); b. " I sec a rose Bud in the 
bright east, and disclose The pilgrim sun": 
Vaughan ("The Search"); 8. the grea t husbands· 
man, fertility: even in the Bible (especially 
since Solomon) sun-down is the time fo r the 
fertility-king to die: e.g. the ways of dying of 
2Chron. LS, 34, from the fulfilment of the 
prophecy in I Kings 22, 38; but already Joshua 
commanded the sun to 'stand still ', and he was 
buried at T imna thheres (= 'holy place of the 
sun'); further v. King, Sacred -;9. purity, right· 
eousness : the sun of right eousness shall arise to 
those who fea r the Lord in ' that' day, with 
healing in his wings: Malachi 4 , 2 (cf. the Babyl
onian winged disk); 

I 0. heaven, paradise: v. I , a, a; 11. you th· 
fulness: just as the moon-goddesses renew their 
virginity by their monthly bathing, the sun (as a 
young Prince Charming) is the 'son' of the Old 
Sun-king, or is rejuvenated every morning, or 
every spring; v. also 5; 12. truth , the word , rea
son: a. another connection with the Logos· 
Christ; b. " Truth is as impossible to be soiled 
by any outward touch as the sunbeam": Milton; 
13. form: the opposite of the Moon = matter ; 
14. connected with the worship of megali ths 
and ancestors; and with the Titans: "Titan 's 
fiery wheels": Rom. 2, 2; also Ven . 177; also 
1H4 2 , 4 ;Tit. Andr. l, l , etc.; 

I?. unfavourable aspects: a. the poisoning, 
burnmg madness of the scorching midsummer 
or midday heat (cf. the period of killing mad
ness in Heracles); b. a short life, with a sudden 
death: e.g. Samson, Lohengrin; c. a thief: "The 
sun's a thief, and with his great attraction Robs 
the vast sea": Tim. 4, 3; L6. astral.: A. the sun 
= 'gold prepared for the work', or the 'philos
ophical sulphur'; whereas the Moon = Mercury 
(metal); Science; B. correspondences: a . male, 
power, vitality, the spirit, the (super)conscious, 
individuality ; youth; b. na ture: hot and dry; c. 
animal: lion (or eagle); d. Oowers: dandelion, 
olive, peony, vine, marigold , walnut ; e. colour : 
orange or yellow; f. sin : pride; gift: luck, dom
ination; g. day: Sunday; rela ted to the age be· 
tween 20 and 40, and the hours 1st, 8th, 15th, 
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and 22nd; h. finge r : third; i. the parts of the 
body it affects: sight, brain, heart, sinews, the 
right-hand parts; or, head; 17. psych.: a. rela
tion to the inborn fire in man: the libido. the 
wholeness of man; b. (Jung) the visible fathe r 
of the world is the sun, the heavenly fire, fo r 
which reason Father, God, Sun, and fire , arc 
mythologically synonymous; they are also rela
ted to the generative heat , fecund ity , etc.; 18. 
her. (usually a face with alternately straight 
and wavy lines) : a. a uthority, glory, magnifi
cent example; b. a collar of suns and roses: the 
l-1011se of York; in 3H6 2, l three suns appear in 
the morning-sky to York's sons, which they in
terpre t as a spur to action (with the usual sun
son pun); 19. special literary references: A. 
Dante: Hell is a place "where the sun is silent": 
docs not shine (Inf. I , 60) ; B. W. Blake: a. the 
In tellect; b. the Eternal Light of Poetry; C. P. 
VaUry: intellectual detachment; D. D. Thomas: 

a. the whole creating earth turns on a "wheel of 
fire"; b. mystic sun the wife of light: the crea· 
tcd world's dependence of God; c. associated 
with blood and the force of life; 

20. combinations: A. Daughter of the Sun : 
Circe (Vergil : Aen. 7, 20; Ovid: Metam. 13, 
968ff.); or, Pasiphac; v. 2; B. sun-dial: a. day
time: the opposite of the Hourglass of night· 
time; b. movement in time; C. sun-disk: a. = the 
sun-wheel: (re-)birth , resurrection, fortune; b. 
(with the uraeus-snakc or with wings: Assyro· 
Babylonian): sovereignty, life, motion; c. talis· 
man for (sola r) protection; D. eclipse (q.v.): 
will show that the day of the Lord is at hand: 
e.g. Joel 2, 31; 21. folklore: a. the sun can be 
seen dancing, or wheeling, if you climb to a 
hill-top at sunrise on Easter-morning; some· 
times the Lamb with the Banner can be seen in 
it then; there is a reference to this in Cor. 5, 4 , 
where it symbolizes the redemption of Rome; 
b. " Happy is the bride the sun shines on, and 
the corpse that the rain rains on" (proverb); c. 
it is for tunate to be born at sunrise, unfortunate 

·to be born at sunset; d. turning with the sun (= 
'clockwise'; v. also Withershins): always used 
in favourable magic, or daily life ; 22. v. Night· 
crossing; King, Sacred. ; etc. 
Sun, The - (Tarot) 

I. other name: Joy; 2. represented: a. a 
sun.<Jisk with alternating straight and wavy 
lines, shedding golden and red (light and 
warmth) drops; it shines on two naked children 
(Gemini) in a green field , enclosed by a protect
ive wall; b. a naked child riding on a white 
horse, bareback, without a bridle; the child 
holds a long, waving Oag; there arc a row of 
sun-Oowcrs in the background (no drops) over 

the wall ; 3. denotes: a. the liberation from 
physical limitations, opening the senses to per
ceive the truth; perfect balance or control be· 
tween spirit and matter, consciousness and sub· 
consciousness; b. the unchanging, spiritual real· 
ity of divine energy, universal radiation, as the 
opposite of the inconstant lunar world of phe· 
nomena; c. creativeness and purified regencr· 
at ion; d. astrol.: Pisces, or Cancer. 
sunburn 

l. Eliz. ladies were carefully kept o ut of the 
sun; 2. "The Grecian dames arc sunburnt and 
not worth The splinter of a lance": Troil. I , 3; 
cf. also Ado 2, 1, where Beatrice believes she 
has little chance of getting married because of 
her dark complexion; 3. famous dark beauties: 
a. the beloved of SoS (perhaps the Queen of 
Sheba): " I am black, but comely, 0 ye daugh· 
tcrs of Jerusalem ... because the sun has looked 
upon me": I , 5 and 6; b. Andromeda, loved by 
Perseus: "patriac fusca colorc suae" (dusky 
with the colour of her country): Ovid ("Hcroi
dcs"); c. Shakespeare: the Dark Lady of the 
Sonnets. 
sun-flower 

I . worship, infatuation: it constantly turns 
its flowcrhead to the sun, and only flowers 
when the sun is at its hottest (in Cancer); 2. 
glory; attribute of Miihra and Daphne; 3. solar 
wheel; 4. gratitude; 5. fa lse riches; 6. IV. Blake: 
man, bound by flesh, yearning for the liberty of 
Eternity; 7. T.S. Eliot: expectancy of sensual 
affection ("Burnt Norton" 4) . . 
sunshade 

l. protection; 2. sun-emblem: authority, 
dignity, irradiation; 3. sometimes (Greece) a 
man (often a sun-king substitute) was thrown 
from a rock into the sea, supported by a sun
shade (and birds tied to him), as a Scapegoat 
(q.v.); 4. a white parasol was carried at the 
Women's Festival of Demeter and Kore. 
supporters 

her.: base forces, once hostile and aggressive 
(when human they are usually 'wild men'), now 
defenders and servants of the central clement: 
victorious power (cf. the chthon ic monster car· 
ried around in fertility processions). 
surgeon 

I. T.S. Eliot: "the wounded • ": healer and 
sufferer : Christ ("East Coker" 4); 2. proverb: 
"A good surgeon must have an eagle's eye, a 
lion's heart, and a lady's hand". 
surplice 

clerical vestment: man renewed in justice 
and truth (v. also Androgyne). 
Susanna 

l. the name: ' lily'; her story is described in 

swallow 

Dan. LJ (Apocr.); 2. moon-goddess character
istics: the bathing and being spied on; 3. time
myth: frosty old age versus the new sun-hero 
Daniel ; 4. a feminine fer tility-rite with the usual 
in truding 'strangers': a. she went into the orch
ard at noon; later, in the accusation, the trees 
under which she was supposed to have sported, 
are greatly stressed; b. the doors were locked, 
and only her two ' maidservants' were with her ; 
c. her beauty was discovered to the elders at 
bathing; but later , in the accusation, we have a 
curious stressing of 'uncovering' her (not just 
letting her hair down for the prevention of 
magic: v. Hair), and her beauty is emphasized 
(instead of the supposed ugly nakedness of an 
adultress); d. the divine child Daniel (sun-hero) 
revives her. 
swallow 

l. herald of spring (rebirth) and fertility· 
rains: a. a begging-fertility Spring-song was sung 
by groups of girls in Greece, going from house 
to house, which was called a "Swallow-song" 
(as they also had a "Crow-song"); b. it is the bird 
whose movements are linked up with the cycle 
of the year most of all the birds; 2. sacred to 
the Great Goddess of Fertility and War: A. 
Egypt: the form in which Isis sought the body 
of Osiris, light flashing from her feathers; B. 
O.T.: swallow's dung blinded Tobias the Elder 
(fob. 2), which suggests that the hero was pun
ished by the Goddess; his sight was restored by 
another of her emblems: the fish; C. Graeco
Roman: a. while Odysseus killed the suitors 
Athena was perched on a beam of the roof 
blackened with smoke: Homer (Od. 22, 240); 
b. it is sacred to Aphrodite; it normally has 5 
eggs; c. Procne, ravished by her brother-in-law, 
was finally changed into a swallow (lier sister 
into a nightingale): her mad screaming and fly. 
ing in circles suggests laurel-chewing priestesses 
whirling in a trance (e.g. Ovid: Metam. 6 , 
438ff.); in this myth the swallow has also been 
associated with the dew; D. Germ.: Id una (God
dess of Fertility) was chan!(cd into a swaUow 
when Loki (spirit of f ire), in the shape of a 
hawk, released her from Thiasse (in caglc-5hape) , 
who tried to rape her ; 3. dC'mesticity : 
a. even the swallow (as lowest) has a nest for 
her young: Ps. 84, 3 ; b, swallows were sacri· 
ficed to the Lares, because they had nests in the 
house they guarded ; c. Hebrew emblem of 
paternal inheritance; 4. hunger: a. as the swal· 
low is always hungry, it became an emble m for 
prayers; b. Christian: a young swallow symbol
izes one crying for spiritual food ; c. content· 
mcnt in poverty; 

5. wantonness: a. connected with the wind 
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swamp 

(desires); b. v. 2 and Chapman (under Folklore 
below); 6. hope: "True hope is swift and flies 
with. swallow's wings": R3 5, 2; 7. diligence: 
always restlessly at work, building the nests, or 
taking care of its insatiable young; it even 
taught men how to build houses with clay; 8. 
obedience: the swallows "observe the time of 
their coming" (Jer. 8, 7): obedience to the law 
of Yahweh; 9. sociability and equality: a. it 
likes the company of men (the opposite of the 
Turtle); b. attribute of Equity; 

10. instability: a. a bird of short passage; b. 
"O tell her, Swallow, thou that knowest each, 
That bright and fierce and fick le is the South, 
And dark and true and tender is the North": 
Tennyson ("The Princess" 4; he connects the 
swallow with the south); 11. thought: "Where 
thoughts · are singing swallows": Longfellow 
("Children"); 12. babbling, chattering: a. O.T.: 
Isa. 38, 14 (one of the things it has in common 
with the crane); b. Greek: in Anacreon, Simon
ides, etc.; c. Cassandra compares herself to a 
frenzied swallow in Lycophron ( 1460); I 3. f:ciller 
of bees: "the swalow, mordrer of the flyes smale 
That maken hony of floures frcsshe of hewe": 
Chaucer (PoF 353 ff.); 14. her.: a. cour
age: in defence of its young; b. dependence; c. 
one who promptly dispatches his affairs; d. 
bringer of good news and general good luck; 

15. Christian: incarnation of Christ; 16. 
Dante: it sings just before morning (Purg. 9, 
14f.); 17. folklore: a. legends (ambiguous); it 
brought fire to mankind (from Hell) and 
scorched its breast and still has smoke-blue 
wings (cf. Robin Redbreast); or: 'the "Devil's 
bird" (or "witch-<:hick"): it has a drop of the 
devil's blood under its tongue; b. fertility: they 
do not migrate in winter, but sleep in holes in 
the cliffs; or, after sweet singing and flying to
gether they dive into ponds and lakes, from 
which they rise in spring; c. proverb: "The 
martin and the swallow are" God's bow and ar
row" (cf. Robin Redbreast); d. they cure the 
eyesight of their young with Swallow-wort (v. 
Celandine Ill) and by a stone contained in their 
bodies; this stone is a potent magical talisman 
(Pliny 11 , 79); e. when they fly low a storm or 
rain is coming: "The wanton swallow jerked the 
standing springs, Met in dull lakes ; and flew so 
close, their wings Shaved the top waters": Chap
man ("Eugenia"); they also predict storm when 
they twitter around poles: Vergil (Georg. 1, 
376). 
swamp 

for sinking into a swamp: v. Devouring; v. 
also Marsh. 
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swan 
1. hermaphrodite: a. masculine (phallic) 

neck and feminine (rounded) body; b. the an
drogynous god of many primitive and astro-biol
ogical religions; symbol of the Mystic Centre , 
and the Union of Opposites; c. sacred to the 
goddesses of fertility, and the gods (e.g. Apollo 
and Norse Freyr, whose chario t is formed by 
cirrus-clouds); 

2. the female principle, sacred to the Great 
Goddess of Fertility and Death : A. general: a. 
emblem of chaste, female nudity; in flight
formation they assume the female shape; b. the 
Swan-maiden: she sheds her feathers (winter
mists or snow) and becomes a beautiful woman 
(spring, fertility, etc.: cf. Greek Graces) as long 
as the fert ility (sun-)hero can keep away her 
feathers; he always breaks a tabu and she flies 
away in swan-form; a variant is the Celtic story 
of Oengus-Angus, who fell in love with the 
beautiful Cacr and found out she became a 
swan at the end of each summer; he agreed to 
do likewise and in swan-form they love on 
Dragon-mouth Lake(= Hell or Underworld?); c. 
the bird connects the elements of air (fertile 
winds: they sing softer when the West winds 
blow) and water in its most lofty form: it is the 
king of the water-birds, the only bird which the 
eagle thinks it worth while to fight (but v. 
Owl); b. Greek: a. sacred to Aphrodite (her 
golden chariot was drawn by swans according 
to Sappho) and Artemis; b. Leda (q.v.) is the 
same as Leto-Latona as the typical fertile 
woman: Leto bearing Apollo and Artemis, Leda 
bearing two eggs (one containing Castor and 
Polydeuces-Pollux: the Dioscuri; the other 
containing Helen of Troy and Clytemnestra); C. 
Germ.: a. connected with Freya, like Aphrodite 
goddess of love and fertility, and also born 
from the white sea-foam; b. the Norns (Triform 
Goddess) sometin1es disguised themselves as 
swans; for Valkyrie: v. D; c. elves can change 
themselves into swans (v. EU); D. death-god
dess: a. at midsummer the swans fly North to 
unknown breeding-grounds; b. in many reli
gions the swans act as psychopomps, accompa
nying the souls of the dead (sun-heroes) to the 
Far Northern Other World; e.g. through their 
'swan veils' the Valkyries can change themselves 
into swans and summon those who died heroic
ally in battle to Valhalla; c. probably the 
Cycnu·s-stories are remnants of legends about 
such sun-heroes (with the familiar jump off the 
cliff, etc.: v. below); d. its feathers are used for 
deadly arrows: "The swan-feathers that his ar
rows bare With his heart-blood they were wet": 

the ballad of the Chevy Chase (st. 53)'. e. 
symbol of the priest performing the last scrVJce: 
"Let the priest in surplice white That defunct
ive music can, Be the dcath-Oivinin~ swan": 
Phoen. (connection psychopomp and its death-
song); . . 

3. connected with male gods: either ~atnar-
chal sky and light-gods superseding ma~narchal 
earth-moon goddesses , or sacred sun-kings car
ried off by swans as psychopomps (v. 2, D): a. 
sacred to Apollo through his birth from Leto, 
through music, and because he is a ~ky-god: 
lyric writers comment on the swan s sweet 
long-necked voice, and his chariot was drawn 
by swans when he flew to the land of th_e 
Hyperboreans (country of his birth? or his 
winter-residence?) and back: e.g. Alcae~s; b. 
Cycnus, relative of Phaeton and the Hchades, 
also mourning the former's death and th~ met
amorphosis of the girls, was changed mt~ a 
swan which is the reason why the swan hkes 
the ;lement of water (the opposite of the sun
fire): Ovid (Me tam. 2, 367ff. and 12, 58 O; c. 
another Cycnus, son of Apollo and Hyne, a 
great hunter , was loved by Phyllius; the_ latter 
tamed wild animals for the former, but his love 
was spurned; the last gift, a tamed bull (sun
symbol) was withheld , at which Cy~nus became 
so angry that he jumped from a chff, and was 
changed into a swan in mid-air by Neptune 
(sun-set on Okeanos-Poseidon): Ovid (Metam. 
7, 37 lff.); d. still another Cycnus (also called 
Cygnus = 'swan') was the invulner~ble son of 
Neptune who met Achilles and was stra~gled by 
him, and then changed into a swan: Ovid (Met
am. 12, 72); 

4. further connections with the sun: a. 
swans sometimes pull the sun-bark across the 
Water by night (cf. Lohengrin), just as a ~orse 
pulls the chariot by day; b. a red swan 1s an 
emblem for the sun; 

5. connected· with music and prophecy: a. 
sacred to Apollo and Orpheus; b. it sings only 
when near death (Aesop); Prince Henry in K. 
John (5, 7) calls himself: "l am the cygnet to 
this pale faint swan, Who chants a doleful hymn 
to his own death"; c. connected with the Harp, 
the tragic, melancholic, self-sacrificing asp~ct of 
the swan's song is stressed: complete sausfa~
tion of desire , often resulting in death; d. tt 
predicts the weather, is often a messenger, and 
is an attribute to Augury; e. emblem of poeuy; 
"·also Folklore below for its song; 

6. time, transcience, mortality: a. swans 
swim on the source of Time feeding the World
Tree Yggdrasil (v. Ash and Source); b. "And 
after many a summer dies the swan": Tennyson 

swastika 

("Tithonus" , whose opposite the ~wan is)! 7. 
solitude: Christian emblem of retirement, 8. 
beauty, purity, dignity, nobility., but also .:old 
haughtiness and jealousy: G. Chaucer: the 
jalous swan" (Pof. 34~); even the Dc~il _(The 
Hypocrite: white outside, black within). the 
"Quest of the H. Grail", 9; moreover. they are 
cannibals (Pliny 10, 32); 9. soul, eternity, res_ur
rection: "My soul is an enchanted boat Which 
like a sleeping swan does float. .• ":. Shelley; 

10. wisdom: it can separate milk from water 
when mixed; 11. alch. : 'philosophical Mercury'; 
12. her.: a. a learned person and lover of harm
ony; b. when wearing a. crown _around its neck: 
dignity, high rank, and hberal views; 13. psych.· 
directly related to the incestuo~s m~ther-rela
tion (v. Phallus); a desire for rebtrth (1_mmortal
ity) rather than actual incest: a figurat1v~ ret_urn 
to the womb; 14. W.B. Yeats: a. the artist sing
ing in fading light while dying; v. also Leda_; b. 
the progress of the soul, sailing into t~e night 
'arrogantly pure', and gone in the morning: e.g. 
"Coole Park and Ballylee"; . 

J 5. combinations : A. the swan-maz~: v. 2, 
and also Beauty and the Beast, and Marriage'. B. 
the swan-knight: a. Lohengrin, son of Parc1fal 
and a Knight of the H. Grail, who was sent out 
by King Arthur to help Elsa, princess _o~ Bra
bant; he marries her but cannot reveal ~1s ident
ity as Knight of the Grail; al t~e wedd1~g-mght 
she makes him break his promise and his swan
drawn boat comes to fetch him; b. M.A.: th_e 
sons of women who commit coition on their 
wedding-night and live in 'chastity'. ever after_; 
c. a swan swimming upstream: futile struggle. 
"as J have seen a swan With bootless labour 
swim against the tide, And spend her strength 
with over-matching waves": 3H6 I, 4; 16. folk
lore: a. before dying they usually fly out to ~ea 
to sing their death-song; sometimes its singing 
(on land) puts people to sleep for three days 
and nights; b. swan's eggs arc hatched only dur
ing storms: the thunder and lightning break the 
shells (relic of the relation between the sky-god 
and the swan). 
swastika . , 

l. name: Sanskr.: 'So be it', 'That 1s luck; 
resignation; 2. sun (q.v.): a. general emblem of 
sun rain and wind-Oeitics (except among Sem
ites' and Egyptians), but especially of a supreme 
deity: e.g. symbol of Thor's hammer_; b. agn
culture, and the succession of generations; c. = 
fire-Orill, representing the sun or moon accord
ing to which direction it turns; sometimes r:la
ted to Prometheus; d. over doors: protection 
against fire; also a general amulet against the 
Evil Eye; 3. space: the points of the compass: 
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sweat 

in-between the Cross and the Cirde (sharing 
symbolism of both); 4 . the Mystic Centre, q.v.; 

5. speed: rota tion round an axis ; in her. 
sometimes replaced by human legs; 6. direc
tion : a. clockwise: increase , growth; the vernal 
sun ; lucky; white magic ; b. counter-clockwise: 
decay, darkness, death; the autumna l sun: un
lucky; black magic; Nazi-Germany : 7. in a circle 
or triangle it denotes cosmic harmony; with 
curved tops: death ; 8. it is rela ted to the Cross, 
Circle. Solomon's Knot, e tc. 
sweat 

I . man's curse: " In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou cat bread" : Gen. 3, 19; 2. exertion : 
"No sweet without sweat" (proverb); cf. llam. 
(3, I): "To grunt and sweat under a weary 
life", a nd Churchill : " I have noth ing to offer 
but blood, toil, tears and sweat" (House o f 
Com·mons, May 13, 1940); 2. sweating images 
are omens of danger. 
swift (bird) 

I. it has its name for the speed of ;ts !light; 
it is nearer related to the humming-bird , the 
nightjar, or woodpecker, than to the swa llow 
which it resembles ; in its fligh t it resembles a 
bow and arrow; near sunset the b irds often 
sweep around in screaming bands, and some
ti mes ascend out of sight (it spends the night o n 
the wing a t high altitudes); its colour is com
pletely black except for a greyish-white patch 
under the ch in; it arrives in Britain in May, a nd 
leaves in August ; 2. folklore: ambiguous: a . a 
sacred and luck-bringing bird; it may never be 
kiUed nor its nest harmed, for "The Robin and 
the Wren Arc God Almighty's cock a nd he n; 
The Swallow and the Swift Arc God Almighty's 
gift" ; b. one of the Devil's birds. or con nected 
with the dead (especially the souls of the lost). 
swimming 

I . my th.: children who can swim 'like a 
t rout ' as soon as they are born: Cuchulainn , 
Euphem us (in nature-myths explained as the 
new su n on water); 2. v. Floating, Waves, Water, 
e tc. 
swine 

I. greed , grossness; 2. viciousness; 3. deity 
food; its meat is often tabu: for mythological 
associations v. Boar , Hog, Pig, Sow;4. Celtic: the 
swine of Manannan, when eaten, lived again and 
never grew less: the constant rebirth o f vegeta
tion (ferti li ty); swine-gods may also be regarded 
as psychopomps; 5. Christian: a. pagan ; a relic 
from the Semitic tabu; b . Sf!._tan: a herd of 
swine was the recipie nt o f the evil spirits which 
Christ exorcised: e.g. Matth. 8, 3ff. ; 6. Dante : 
the Arrogant arc ' like swine in the mire' (In f. C. 
8 ); 7. nursery-rhyme: "There was a lady loved a 
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swine, Honey, quoth she, Pig-hog wilt thou be 
mine? I loogh , quo th he. I'll build thee a silver 
sty, And in it thou shalt lie. Pinned with a silver 
pin , Tha t thou may go out and in. Wilt thou 
have me now, Speak or my heart will break.": 
the variants leave no doubt as to the sexual 
nature of the lady's " having": the absence of 
rhyme in the last stanza poin ts to a more real
istic original line. 
swineherd 

I . originally priest-kings in the service of the 
Death-goddess. whose sacred beast was the sow, 
a corpse-Ocvourer; another instance of the origi
nal ' sa nctity' of later 'uncleanness'; 2. beside 
being priests, they are magicians, having proph
et ic powers; e.g. among the Celts; 3. Odysseus 
was grea tl y helped by the swineherd Eumaeus, 
who was 'of royal blood ' himself (the opposite 
o f the goatherd , who was faithless); 4. in na
ture-myths: keeper of the flocks of the sky, i.e. 
the clo uds; 5. Egypto-1 Jcbraic: the lowest a 
man can sink , e .g. in the parable of the Prodigal 
Son; 6. "As a jewel o f gold in a swine's snout , so is 
a fair woman which is wi thou t discretion": 
Prov. 11 , 22. 
swinging 

I. dolls (or, in vineyards, Dionysus' heads) 
were hung from fruit-trees to promote fertili ty ; 
they were probably substitutes fo r the original 
human (female) sacrifices, just as men (sun
kings) died for corn; cf. the many women (esp
ecially Erigonc) who die by hanging in Greek 
mythology; in turn they were la ter replaced 
either by pieces of cloth, or by live girls swing
ing (semi-drcular movement) for the Moon
goddcss; 2. O.T. : the "bat im" ('hangings') o f 
2Kings 23, 7 may be: a. bait (pl.)= house; b. 
Arab. batt =woven cloth : ritual dolls (or their 
substitute : pieces of cloth) mentioned in I ; also 
expla ined: 'covers fo r the asherim '; v. also Tree ; 
3. the motion of coition: fe rtility (often against 
the pha ll ic tree); 4. purifica tion by air (related 
to hanging, q.v.); 5. life with its ups and downs. 
sword 

I . the weapon of the Supreme Deity (with 
net, spear, e tc.), e.g. Yahweh's lightning: a. his 
sword 'glitters', meaning tha t it is 'like light
ning', ' to consume because of the gli ttering' 
(Eze. 2 1, I 0 a nd 28); b . "the sword of thy 
exce llency": Dcut. 33, 29; c. "the sword of the 
Lord shall devo ur from the one end of the land 
even to the other end of the land": Jer. 12 , 12 ; 
but for punishment v. also 7, b; d. as lightning 
it represents a world-axis, connecting heaven 
and earth; 2. the typical sun-hero weapon (be
side the Clu b): a. representing sun-rays: the op
posite of the ne t :1s the weapon of heaven 

sword 

(stars) ; b. the weapon to use against primordial 
monsters: e.g. Beowulf fighting Grendel; c.JJsed 
to ward off evil spirits, especially the malevo
lent dead ; d. in nature-myths he gets th_e sword 
from a stone or a tree (v. also 3), wh1~h may 
represent darkness, and into which a d~1ty h~d 
lodged it , or from water . (both ston es exist 
about Arthur's sword); wllh the loss of the 
sword he dies (or v.v.), or it is handed on to the 
nex t hero; e. sometimes the heroes have more 
than one sword, e.g. ::leowulf (= mo.re rays, 
flashes, or the sun-force at different periods) ; 3. 
royalty: a . drawing a sword _from. a rock forms 
part of the ancie nt coronation ritual: e.~. Pel
eus, Theseus, Odin, Arthur, Galahad; <?dm !iad 
thrown the sword Gram (sun-ray or hghtnmg) 
into an oak, from which only Si~mund could 
draw it ; b. a blunted sword (JusHcc_ te_mP_Cred 

of the sword was often sworn on later, as it has 
the form of a cross (e.g. Ham. l , 5_) , and some
t imes had the name of Jesus on it ; but apart 
from the reason give n in a, it may also hav_e 
been done because of its metal, ?~ because tt 
has an inherent magic power of its O\~~ (as 
among o ther peoples); 9. liberty , the spmt : a. 
made o f steel: toughness; b. "And take _the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spmt, 
which is the word of God" (Eph. 6, ~ 7) ; 

10. the word: a. (connected w_1th 9_) it is 
often represented as standing upng~t m the 
ea rth ; b. sword and word arc the !rp1cal weap
ons of a Knight ; 11 . strife: a. 1 came no t 
to send peace, but a swor~ . For. I am comP. ~~ 
set a man a t variance agamst his fa ther, etc . 
Matth. 10, 34f.; also Christian emblem. of the 
Crusades; b. o ften the way it is held decides the 
meaning: when held pointing at a stranger: en
mity; when reversed: fr iendship , pcace;_c. ~m
blem of Wrat h; 12. her.: a. defence; b. iusttce, 
execution; c. a free man (especially the broader 
type of sword); 13. special literary references: 

by Mercy) is still one of the Bnttsh ms1gma of 
coronation ; c. a general symbol of hi~h rank ;_4. 
masculine, strength, death : a. associated. ":'1th 
Mars· b. the o pposite of the Distaff = femmmc, 
con tinuity of life (cf. phallic fish and frog); c. 
the opposite of the fem inine _Tree - Wood; d. 
for a sword on the hilt of w hich the sun mu~t 
never shine and which must never be drawn m 
the presence o f women: ' Laxdaela Saga' (57); 

5. fertility: a. related to the Cross as a 
symbol of Conjunction (blade and guard), and 
thus used as an amulet; v. also sword-Oances 
below; b. a phallic shape: c . "The Lady of the 
Golden Sw0rd" : Demeter (Hom. Hymn) ; there 
arc also an Apollo (Apollonius Rh9d.) and ~n 
Orpheus 'of the golden sword'. (Pmdar); d: m 
the ballad Sir Cawlinc has to fight the Eldnt~h 
king to get the cldritch sw~rd , .in o rder t? wm 
his beloved ('eldritch' = weird, unnatural, ~cr
haps related to Elf) ; 6. punishm_ent, executzon, 
martyrdom : a. attribute of J~succ; the nammg 
sword drove Man from Paradise: from h~t love 
to cold afflicted earth; b. em blcm of Chnst and 
various saints (Paul, George, James the Great, 
etc.); c. the Seven Sorrows of Mary; ref.: (Luke 
2, 35) " Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy 
own soul also"; 7. purification : a. (often) con
nected with fire , especially when a gold _sword; 
b. the opposite of punishment, of which the 
typical instruments are the lash and club; h? w
ever, v. also I ; c. often connecte_d with chastity: 
pro tec tion of a virgin (of spnng, dawn, e tc.>_ 
against the (chthonic) monster; v. also !4, D, e, 
8. connected with oaths: a. Germa~1c . oaths 
were taken on swords, because a man s hfc of
ten relied on his sword , so a broken oa th (on 
the sword, as witness) might mean ~cath at t~e 
next hazardous encounter ; b. especially the hilt 

A W. Blake : the fl am ing sword: male (rc
st~aint): the opposite o r Whi rlwind ; v. Cheru b; 
B. W.B. Yeats: the exquisite old_ Sato-sword 
Yeats had got from a Japanese f!1end became 
for him a symbol of (corpo real) hfc: the oppo
site o f the Winding Stairs leading to the escag~ 
in Nirvana (e.g. " A Dialogue ?f Sel_f and _so_ul ), 
the sword is sheathed in (tcmnunc) silk . the 
body, though tattered, can still con tam '.111d guard 
the symbol of life, war, love , sex, etc. , 14. c?m· 
binations: A. shape: a. the (Western) straight 
sword: solar, masculine ; b. the (Onent al) cu_rv
ed sword : lunar, femin ine ; B. crossed swords ._ a. 
fight ; b. military power ?r st r~teg~; C. a flam mg_ 
sword: a. a nearer rela tion with fue or sun-ray, 
b. the authority of God: v. 6 a; c. ardent zeal, 
usually towards heavenly 1'.1atters: e.g. St. Mi
chael used one against Lucifer; D. a rw_o-edged 
sword: a. " fo r the word of God is quic k, and 
powerful and sharper than any two-edged 
sword , piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit" : Hcbr. 4, 12; b. a sharp two
edgcd sword came out of the mouth of the.Son 
of Man as Fighter: Rev. I , J 6 (cf. Isa. 11 , 4: the 
' rod of his mouth') : Mercy as the determmmg 
impulse a t the final doom; a two-edged sword 
protruding from a mouth may a ls~ mean .c~o~cr: 
ic and exoteric knowledge; c. chivalry, JUl hcc, 
d. wrath (and further general Sword-symbol
ism) ; e. lying between a sleeping man. ~nd wom
an: ' chastity'; E. sword + lily: nsmg_ fro~ 
Christ's mouth : v. D, b; f. sword.and pi_tcher . 
the Hebrew tribe of Simeon-Levi: fo r mstru
mcnts of cruelty arc in their house; 
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sycamore 

15. folklore: A. in legends: a. it drips blood, 
or turns colour, to indicate the murderer; b. 
many evil-doers die by their own swords; B. 
Sword-dances: a. to promote luck in wa1 · b. 
fertility: both to force nature to take its nat~ra l 
cyclic course, and to inspire the watching 
women with love-longing; cf. Stick-dances; c. a 
test of the warrior's capability to use a sword; 
d. connected with the Morris dances, where the 
'Whifning" (= brandishing the sword, to make 
way for new life) and a mock-decapitation play 
an important part. 
sycamore - sycomore 

I. general: there are two differe nt trees. 
which are often not distinguishable in writing: 
a. the Fig-mulberry ('Ficus Sycomorus'; v. also 
Fig), growing in Palestine, Egypt, etc.; b. in 
Bri ta in a maple-tree, in the U.S. various species 
of P,lane (genus 'Platanus'); 2. abundance: A. 
Egypt : a. the Tree of Life, on which the gods 
sit and the fruit of which they eat; it played a 
part m the Osiris-mysteries; b. sacred to Ha tho r 
~ut, Sekhet, e tc.; B. 0.T.: (about Solomon:} 
cedars made he to be as the sycomore trees 

that are in th~ val~, for abundance": !Kings 10, 
27; they a.re mfenor to the Cedars: e.g. Isa. 9, 
10; 3. vamty; 4. curiosity (for the truth), wis
dom:. Zacheus, the publican , climbed a syco
more m order to see Christ (Luke 19 , 4 ); 
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5. love: a. "Amyntas now doth with his 
Cloris sleep, Under a sycamore": Carew 
("Spring"); b. its grief: "a poor soul (= in love) 
sat sighing by a sycamore tree": Oth. 4, 3 ;ear
ly in the morning Romeo is to be found already 
in a "grove of sycamore": Rom . I , I ; 6. Christ
ian: a. favourable: the wood of Christ's Cross; 
b. unfavourable: Cupidity, and the Unbelieving 
Je\\'.; 7. Britain: fertility: on May-Day green 
boughs o f sycamore and hawthorn etc. are put 
before the house , and used to deck the doors 
as a relic of tree-worship, to promote fertility'. 
sylph 

I. Greek: a beetle that becomes a butterfly ; 
2. M.A. : beings in-between material and imma
terial existence, but mainly spirits of the air (v. 
Elements and Devil) ; 3. chaste mortals can turn 
into the m at death;4. they influence the bilious 
temperament in man; 5. P. Valiry: a Poetic 
Thought ('pensee'), so not an 'idea': elusive. 
synagogue 

I. M.A.: the personification o f the Old Tes
tament, Jewry; 2. D. Thomas: "the synagogu e 
of the ear of corn" ("A Refusal to Mourn"): 
(apart from fitti ng the religious contex t:) a. na
ture, in which we all share by coming from it 
and returning to it, is holy; b. the 'ear' is a 
congregation of 'grains', the 'smallest' life-unit 
comparable to the waterbead. ' 

T 
I. Il ebr. (a nd Greek?): 'tau ' (cross, mark, 

ownership) ; Egyptian bier.: a lasso; Celtic: hol
ly (or, prickly oak; later also gorse); A.S.: 'sun'; 
2. symbolizes: a. the Cross, the Hammer, or the 
Dou ble Axe; b. generative power, change; 3. 
correspondences: a. season: July 8 - August 5 
(v. Calendar) ; b. astrol.: Gemini and Saturn; c. 
body: brains; d. Tarot: the Last Judgment ; 4. 
Hebrew tau: a. protection: prob. the mark of 
blood on the door-posts; b. in Ezekiel's vision an 
angel marked the just wi th a tau-sign;c. Theos; 
d. perh. the origin of putting an X as a signa
ture: the Tau was the last letter for the Hebr. 
alphabet , so in Job (31, 40) 'my tau' has been 
translated "the words of Job are ended"; com
bined with the meaning of ' mark' and 'owner
ship' this may have started the use of X under 
documents, for those who could not write and 
had no seal. 
taber nacle 

I. the body: e.g. 2Petcr I, 14f. ; 2. the Feast 
of the Tabernacles (= of the Booths): 5 days 
after the Day of Atonement, beginning at the 
full moon of the month of Tishri, in remem
brance of the tents in which the Hebrews dwelt 
in the 'wilderness': a harvest festiva l (with a 
palm-branch procession as culm ination on the 
7th day); the feast is comparable to that o f 
Anna Peren na (first full moon of the old New 
Year: Ides of March): Ovid (Fast i 3, 523ff.). 
table 

I. banquet, conviviality; 2. conference; 3. 
altar; 4. earth-symbol; 5. memory: the wax-tab
lets used as note-books to jot down any felicit
ous remark o ne hears: e.g. Ilam. I, 5; 6. Dante: 
the table o f love ('mensa d'amor'): Purg. 13 , 
27; 7. folklore: if one has a meal with a new 
friend one must not fold one's napkin. at the 
end of the meal: one may never return there 
again; 8. v. Round Table. 
tablet 

I. justice, law; when broken: injustice; 2. 
divine word or order: the Twin Tablets of the 
Ten Commandments. 
tabor 

I. a small drum (often used to accompany 
pipes, fifes, or trumpets) played w ith one stick; 

2. fest ivity : a form of Rough Music, used to 
scare off ghosts in churchyards on festivals; 3. 
used in sacred rites to induce ecstasy: v. also 
Tabret ; 4. instrument of beggars. 
tabret 

I. religious ecstasy: the instruments used by 
the "nabls" ( 'prophets'): e.g. ! Sam. 10, 5; 2. 
ecstasy of victory : played in a victory dance by 
women in !Sam. 18, 6; 3. instruments of god
less feasts (with wine): Isa. 5, 12 . 
taffeta 

Eliz. prostitutes wore petticoats of taffeta: 
"A fair hot wench in flame-coloured taffeta": 
1H4 I, 2. 
Tagus 

( Rome) a river running over sands of gold: 
" the golden stream of quick-flowing Tagus"; 
e.g. Juvenal (Sat. 3, 55). 
tail 

I. symbol of animal power: e.g. in Mithra
ism corn grows fro m the slain Bull's tail; 2. 
expression of an animal' s mood: by the side of 
a dog's tail-wagging, we often find the tail re
presenting a lion's or bear's fury; 3 . false proph
et: the ' tail' of Israel is the "prophet that teach
eth lies": it will be cu t off ( Isa. 9, 15); 4. 
witches can assume an:mal forms, but usually 
the tail was lacking then (e.g. Mac.: "a rat with
ou t a tail"); cf. also Burns's "Cutty Sark", 
where the witch pulled o ff the horse's tail. 
tailor 

I. the Creator: God sewing the thread of the 
spirit into the world of matter, thus creating a 
cloak of appearance for the univcrse;e.g. gods are 
tailors when they take away a wife and supply a 
plentiful choice of new , ones: Ant. I , 2; 
2. sexuality : a. euphemism for the ::exual org
ans. both male and female, at least since Eliz. 
t imes; b. a tailor has a 'hot goose': a smoothing 
iron. or phallus ('goose' also for syphilis); c. 
sexual curiosity: Peeping Tom (v. Godiva); cf. 
also Aladdin; 3. impotence: A. caused by their 
professional postu re; B. in nursery-rhymes: a. "A 
tail or's goose will never fly": an unmistakable 
pun ; b. "The tailor of Bisiter He has but one eye; 
He cannot cut a pair of green galligaskins If he 
were to die" (wide breeches, the 'galligaskins', 
may refer to erection); this song is sung by J(irls 
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talking 

to accompany a dance in which they pull their 
dresses in breeches-form and jump over a candle 
in the middle of the room: clearly a remnant of 
an ancient fert ility-dance; 4. imperfect humani
ty like weavers: (Twelfth N. 2, 3:) one can draw 
nine souls out of one tailor; this is related tc 
the proverb "Nine tailors make a man" which 
with a switch in meaning, refers to the Nin~ 
Tailors: v. Folklore below; it may also have in
duced Shakespeare to call his tailor Robin 
Starveling in MND; 

5. cowards: proverbial, and referred to in a 
nursery-rhyme where 24 tailors went out to kill 
a snail, but when it threaten ingly put out its 
horns, they ran off; 6. bad shots: in a nursery
rhyme he shoots his ow n sow instead of a car
rio n-crow; this may be related to either 2 or 3; 
7. singers at the ir work (like weavers): " 'Tis 
the ne xt way to turn tailor, or be redbreast 
teacher": I H4 3, l; 8. the maker of a (gcnt
le)man; already in Shakespeare: "a tailor made 
thee", i.e. you are no personality: Ham. 3, 2; 
Lr. 2, 2, etc.; 9. thief, greed: a tailor killed the 
go0se that laid the r.olden eggs; 10. D. Thomas: 
A. related to 'spinning' = creating, the poet; B. 
("Once below a time":) the opposite of the 
merman (= poet) : a. the conventional part of 
man ; b. especially his parents; c. the 'idol tai
lor': a God shaped by the ordinary tailors, after 
their own likeness ; cf. I ; C. the embryo sewing 
his shroud (= body , Oesh) for life(= death); D. 
generally re lated to Scissors (q.v.): that which 
cu ts life sho rt , or cu t to shape (= creative); l l . 
folklore: a. it predic ts bad luck for a sailor to 
meet a tailor on his way to the ship; b. for the 
Nine Tailors (= Tellers), the nir.e strokes of the 
death-bell for a man, six for a woman , and 
three for a child: v. also Death. 
talking 

I. in legends: talking birds, plants, stones, 
etc., which help the hero: a. seasonal aspects 
which he 'reads'; b. augury; c. rational inter
preting of e.g. a sudden night of birds betraying 
the presence of people, scratches on stones 
'reading' track, etc.; 2. folklore: talking (o; 
laughing) generally destroys the efficacy of a 
(white) magical performance: e.g. the Wish
bone-magic (v. Bone); v. Shout. 
ta ma risk 

I. ferti lity and resurrection: a. when Osiris' 
coffin washed up at Byblos, it was covered 
completely by a tamarisk; b. probably the tree 
or grove plan ted by Abraham in Beersheba 
as altar (Gen. 21 , 33, and I Sam. 22, 6); c. 
Saul's bones were buried under a tamarisk : 
!Sam. 3 1, 12; d. Apollo is called the "God of 
the T amarisk" in Lesbos (Alcaeus); e. Pliny 
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calls the tree cursed and unlucky because it 
never bears fruit , but it grows even on salty soil, 
has many leaves and very many seeds; 2. em
blem of Crime; 3. tigers know the vulnerary 
of its roo ts: R. Greene (C. of Fancy). 
tambourine 

I. male and female: drum and streamers; v. 
also Drum and Tabor; 2. joy, Bacchanalian wor
ship. 
Tammuz 

l. the Sumerian , Babylonian, and Assyrian 
god who died and rose annually with dying and 
reviving vegcta lion ; his name means: "the son 
who rises, goes forth" (from the Underworld), 
o r "faithful son"; 2. the love of Tammuz-Osi
ris-Adonis for his virginal sister Ishtar-Isis-A ph
rod ite shows the relation between the phases of 
the moon, dismemberment, the Earth-mother, 
and the sun conceived by the (spring-fertility) 
maid and dying in her crony (gloaming-harvest) 
arms; v. a lso Ishtar ; 3. he is The Shepherd (of 
the Oock of stars = the moon) and the god of 
irrigation ; he is sometimes identified with Orion 
as star-shepherd; 4. he has the same function as 
Adonis in Greek mythology (and as Apollo
healer) ; he is a 'weeping god' (v. Wailing) and 
connec ted wi th the Dog-star Sirius (Eze. 9, 14), 
when his fes tival was held : he was killed by the 
immense summer-heat, and revived after 2 or 3 
days, rising with the rains (cf. Hosea 6, 1-3) ; 5. 
through the worship of Bel (Marduk), who was 
imprisoned in the Lower World, with a priestess 
(his sister-mother-layer-ou t) weeping at his se
pulchre, his cult reached Christianity. 
tanner 

I . a despised profession in Rabbinical liter
ature, because it requires the handling of 'un
clean' dead bodies; 2. survives longest after 
death, because "his hide is so tanned with hi s 
trade that a' will keep out water a great while ; 
and you r water is a sore decayer of your who re
son dead body": Ham. 5 , l. 
taper 

I. Shakespeare has a series of images of 
candles fo r life, e.g. "My inch of taper will be 
burnt and done": R 2 l , 3; 2. stresses the phallic 
shape of the Candle, q.v. for further symbolism. 
tapster 

l. a very ignorant person, who is only cun
ning in money-matters: e.g. LLL l , 2; 2. a falsi
fier of accounts: AYL 3 , 4 ; 3. false geniality: 
" like tapsters that bid welcome To knaves and 
all approachers" (Tim. 4 , 3): who have t~ be 
friendly towards even the least deserving; 4. the 
'surly Tapster': the Devil, who is no t so black as 
he is painted: FitzGerald's 0. Khayyam. 

tar 
I. connected with sailors and shipping: e.g. 

"To spoil the ship (perhaps originally the 
'sheep' against wool-deterioration) for a half
pennyworth of tar": proverb; 2. in the Morris
dance or Mumming-plays the Fool (= the 
Father, the King, etc.) is killed and miraculous
ly revived, while the Hobby-horse (often resem
bling a bird as much as a horse) swipes tar on 
the onlooking girls for fertility; originally per
haps the blood of the sacrificed (emasculated) 
king of fer tility. 
Tara 

I. the Hill of Tara was a royal residence of 
Irish kings for many centuries, whe re also great 
meetings of the people were held, and for some 
lime a school fo r military science, law, and lit
erature was situated; 2. Tara Stone: a pillar 
stone on Tara Hill with the same use as the 
Stone of Scone: the coronation of kings (v. 
Stone). 
tare 

I. a wheat weed mentioned in the Bible (v. 
also Cockle); 2. evil: tares were sown among the 
whea t in the parable (e.g. Matth. 13, 25ff.), pe r
haps ' lolium termulentum', which is an intox ic
ant: the (children oO evil in the world , to be 
cast into the fire al the Final Harves t. 
Tarot 

I. general: I. etym. der. from 'Astoreth', or 
the cards may be a relic o f a Thoth (Hermes 
Trismegistus) cul t; 2. o riginally used to predict 
the rise and fall of the fertilizing waters of the 
Nile ; in divination , for a long time, almost any 
pic tu re was introduced (e.g. from fairy-ta les, 
proverbs, etc.); II. the Suits: v. Cards, Playing-; 
Ill. the Major Arcana, or Taroks (q.v. individu
ally): a . the Solar Way: I . the Minstrel, 2. t he 
Arch pricstess, 3. the Empress, 4. the Emperor, 
5. the Archpriest, 6. the Lovers, 7. the Chariot, 
8. Justice, 9. the Hermit, IO. the Wheel (of For
tune), 11. Strength; b. the lunar way : 12. the 
Hanged Man, 13. Death, 14. Temperance, 15. 
the Devil, 16. the Tower (Struck by Lightning), 
17. the Stars , 18. the Moon, 19. the Sun, 20. 
(the Last) Judgement, 21. the World, 22. = O. 
the Fool. 
Tarshish 

l. a rich Spanish city on the Atlantic Ocean; 
2. a dangerous journey (e.g. Ps. 48 , 7) to get 
distant riches (Eze. 27, 12): silver (v. also the 
silver spread in to plates brought from Tarshish 
in Jer. 10, 9), iron , tin, and lead. 
Tartar 

l. the Tartar 's bow: "swifter than arrow 
from the Tar tar's bow" (MND 3, 2): Oriental 
bows were more powerful than those used in 

Taurus 

the West; 2. proverbs: a. 'To catch a Tartar": 
to make a capture that is beyond control; from 
a story about an Irishman who bragged he had 
caught a Tartar, but who not only was unable 
to make the Tartar come for th, but was pre
vented from doing so himself by the Tartar; b. 
v. Russia. 
tassel 

I . sun or ligh I-ray; 2. flaccidness: in Graves' 
"Ogres and Pygmies" modern (Pygmy) man is 
represented as "tassel-yarded". 
tattoo 

l. cosm ic act ivity; in Roman Britain the 
wives and daughters-in-law of the Picts were tat
tooed (with greenweed or woad) all over, al 
certain ceremon ies walking naked: Pliny 22, 2; 
v. Woad; 2. protective: when representing a pic
ture of a tutelary divinity, or his/her symbol; 
the commonest fo rm is the s tar on a sailor's 
hand, representing Aphrodite's star ; 3. (self-) 
sacrifice : to placate the enviou s dead, or to es
tablish a covenant between the living and the 
dead; c f. hair-pulling and breast-beating; 4. 
mystic a llegiance to tribe, social rank, some
times even to sex; this is usually performed at 
initiation; 5. C(,Jnter-m agic: e.g. a scorpion lo 
prevent si:orpion-bitcs; the voluntary makinr. of 
scars is related to this;6 . adornment. 
Taurus 

A. general: l . the second sign of the Zodiac, 
en tered by the sun about April 20; 2. represent
ed by a bull's head: a. a triangular face with 
bull's horns; b. (more commonly) an oval top
ped by a hori1.0ntal crescent; 

13. period of: a. evolutionary Aries (= 
spring-time pugnacity of the ram) intensified ; if 
Aries is insem inat io n, then Taurus is gestation, 
hatching; b. fecunda tion, creation; c. sublunary 
invigoratio n: related to the Moon; d. rain, 
ploughing and sowing; 

C'. correspondences: a. body: neck, voice, 
and throat; but according to Shakespeare (T w. 
N. I , 3) it governs the legs and thighs; b. col
our: orange; c. element: earth; d. planet: it is 
the Nighthouse of Venus; e. landscape: plains; 
f. number: Two: duality, masculine and femin
ine; g. Tarot: the Archpriestess; h. quality: un
fortunate; i. humour: a fixed sign: earthy, cold, 
dry and feminine ; but according to Shake
speare: nocturna l and bestial; 

D. psych.: I . the constellation: a. 'bovine' 
slow, long-suffering (more like ox), a leisurely 
rhythm; b. the Celestial Bull: fecundator and 
nourisher; 2. those born under it: I. favourable : 
a. slow to anger, bu t once provoked, furious; b. 
a tower of s trength , solidity; c. enjoy luxury 
and ease; d. a reliable, practical family-man, 
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taxicab 

who pays his debts and enjoys a joke; II. un
favou rable: a. none too intelligent, secretive; b. 
tend to laz iness and melancholy; 

E. myth: I. Egypt: Apis; 2. Mithraism: a. 
the young sun of the spring-equinox; often re
presented by the bull's head on the arm of the 
torch-bearer beside Mithra killing the bull; v. 
Scorpio; b. the primordial sacrifice, victory: life 
springing from Mithra's body; 3. Greek: Zeus 
abducting Europa; 4 . Christ ian: the ox of the 
Stable a l Bethlehem; 

F. famous Ta urine types: George Washing
ton, Balzac, Karl Marx, Freud. 
taxi-cab 

folklore: lucky: a. if the licence number 
contains a seven, or is a mult iple of seven ; b. if 
it contains the letter U (resembling a horse
shoe) . 
tea 

1. exotic, Oriental: "T ea, although an Orien
tal, fs a gentleman at least": G.K. Chesterton 
("The Song of R ight and Wrong"); 2. connect
ed with intrigue and scandal (of love): "Love 
and scandal arc the best sweeteners of tea": II. 
Fielding ("Love in Several Masques" 4, 11); 3. 
the brew of life: it is made in a fom inine 
symbol of containment (cf. Cauldron) and it 
has the subsidia ry meaning of "thea" (= god
dess), therefore, as the brew of life, it gives spir
itual value to matter(= wa ter); the repet ition of 
'tea-tea' puns (in 'tit1y' as our fi rst fon t of nour
ishment) is found in J . Joyce ("Finnegan's 
Wake"); 4. the tea-pot of Ii.me: v. Stanley Evel
ing ("Dear Janet R osenburg, Dear Mr. Kon
nong"); 5. T.S. Eliot: sociable life, less fo nnal 
than coffee (q.v.): cf. the drinking of tea in the 
" Portrai t of a Lady" and coffee in the " Love
song of Alfred Prufrock"; cf. family commu
nion in Joyce: Bloom for Marion, Stephen, and 
him self; thus ending where Mo ther Grogan be
gan ; 6. folklore: a. tea-leaves and stalks: strewn 
in front of the house keep evil spirits away; b. 
divination: in many fo rms. 
tear 

1. sorrow; however, tears of bystanders 
make it harder for the dying to break loose 
from the earth; 2. ecstasy of joy ; 3. fert ili ty: a. 
"the tears of the gods" a re rain, the fe rtil izing 
Upper Waters. especia lly when they are 'golden 
tears': e.g. Demete r, l' rcya; b. the tears of Isis: 
the fertil izing Nile; 4 . weak ness: " But I am 
weaker tha n a woman 's tear ... ": Troil. I , I ; 5. 
connected with pearls: e.g. 0 th. 5, 2; 6. W. 
Blake: "a tear is an Intellectual thing" ("The 
Monk"); 7. combinations: A. iron tears: "Or 
bid the soul of Orpheus sing Such notes as, 
warbled to the string, Drew iron tears down 
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Pluto's check": Milton ("II Pcnscroso"); B. 
tear-urn : (on lie brew and Roman graves) to 
catch the deity's tears al human sorrow; 8. folk
lore: a. tears of t he mother of the bride, but 
even more so of the bride herself, arc lucky 
(fert ility), whereas any other form of expressing 
grief is unlucky; b. at christen ing the baby must 
cry ; it may be helped in doing so by surrepti
t ious pinching (moderately); c. ivory statues 
shedding tears was a portent of Caesar's death: 
Ovid (Mctam. 15, 792); 9. v. Weeping, Wailing. 
teat 

I . fert ili ty: "They shall lament for the teats, 
for the pleasan t fields (or, fields of desire), for 
the fruitfu l vine" : Isa. 32, 12; it may mean: a. 
you must beat you r breasts; b. the pleasant 
fi elds, the fruitful vine, are laid bare; both may 
refer to women; v. Vine; 2. virginity: Eze. 23 
(pass.): in Egypt ,_.in their youth, " there were 
their breasts pressed and there they bruised (= 
manipulated actively) the teats of virginity": 
t he 'whorcdoms' of Je rusa lem and Samaria; cf. 
Pap; 3. v. Breast. 
Tell, William 

a late version of the archery-test for heroes; 
an early example is the Greek l sandros, who 
had to shoot a ring from the breast of the boy 
Sarpedon without hurting him (arrow= ray). 
Temperance (Tarot) 

I . o ther name: the Alchemist; 2. a w inged 
(hermaphroditic) angel with a sun-sign (or styl
ized rose) o n his fo re head; other attribu tes are a 
ball and raised triangle o n which his two feet 
stand, or a circle and a triangle on his dress 
(sometimes in a square: the sym bol of the Tar
o t ); somet imes he has one foo t on earth and 
one in water ; in one deck he has a girdle with 
'Thot' on it ; he pours water fro m a blue (silver) 
jar into a red (gold) o ne; sometimes the figure is 
veiled ; 3. denotes: a. conjunction and sublima
tion: a ll binary func tions: the lunar (shifting, 
feelings, feminine, etc.) and the solar (fixed , 
reason, masculine); b. the perpetual, evolutive, 
gradual movement of life, flowing from the past 
through the present into the golden future; c . 
mastery of ideas; d . astrol: Scorpio, and Saturn, 
(acc. to others: Taurus). 
Tempest , The 

mythological affinities: a. Prospero: the lord 
of the world under the sea; cf. Tegid Voci; b. 
Miranda: dawn or spring maid (marrying the 
young su n) ; cf. Ccirwy, the most beautiful girl 
on earth ; c. Sycorax: earth-mother ; cf. Cerrid
wen and Hecate; d. Ariel: the miraculous child : 
cf. Gwion Bach ; e. Caliban : spiritual decay; cf. 
Avaggdu, the ugliest boy in the world, brother 
of Ceirwy; perhaps also Priapus. 

temple 
I . de ity throne; the Mystic Centre, the art

ific ia l (hollow) [,fountain, or Mountain-top 
(world-ax is); originally a place of divinatio n (cf. 
con-templ-atio); 2. soul; ref. ICor. 3, L6 and 
2Cor. 6, 16, etc.; 3. the king is "the Lord's 
ano inted temple": Mac. 2, 3; 4. order ; 5. shape: 
a. circular: ded icated to the sun; b. triangular, 
with 4 columns: the Trinity + the 4 elements; c. 
Christian cruciform churches: the human form, 
with the apse as head, the cross and transepts as 
the body, and the altar as the heart; 6. steps: a. 
in general climbing them is the ecstatic journey 
to the Centre; b. in the ancient mystery-temples 
15 steps: 7 representing the art s and sciences, 
followed by the 5 senses, and topped by the 
trinity of t he o rder in man ; 7. Solomon's tem
ple (the City of the Sun, the New Je rusalem , 
Paradise) had some Egyp tian charac teristics 
(the two court-yards in front, the latticed c ler
estory windows), but was mainly influenced by 
the Phoenicians (K ing Hiram of T yre); tearing 
the temple-veil: looking into the mystery of the 
o ther world (too awful for human beings, even 
the high-priest needed the smoke-screen of in
cense, etc.); for t he pillars: v. Jachin and Boaz; 
8. v. a lso Church. 
ten 

J. Py thagorians: the symbol of the wonders 
of the world, containing em inence over t he pre
ceding figures: in their language something is 
always ' ten times better', worse, etc. than t he 
other(s); or something is said to hav.e 'ten de
grees of beauty'; 2. beginning, originality: a. it 
only recommences a fresh series of infinite ex
pansion (Pythagorians); b. Noah was of the 
tenth generation; 3 . perfection : a. complete
ness, fina lity, the totality of the universe; b. 
return to unity after (and containing) a ll the 
numbers of multiplicity; v. also Tetractys; c . in 
low form : fall fro m a high position (from per
fect ion); 4. androgyne: a. the phallic, male, 
self-conscious I of the visible universe, followed 
by the vulva-shaped, female , superconscious 0 
of the infinite; b. (Mystic:) Hebr_ alphabet: 
Yod = the Tree of Life; c. (Babylonian:) t he LO 
days of spring fertility fes t ivals; 

5. the human body: a. the in ternal multiple 
of the external Five (q.v.) : brain, spirit, heart, 
lungs, kidneys, spleen, gall, liver, genitals, ma
trix; b. the number of fingers and toes: the 
most e lementary form of abacus; c. 10 days 
after conception a pregnan t woman becomes 
dizzy (Pliny 7, 6); human gestation takes IO 
months (v. Calendar) ; 6. the universe: a. Egypt: 
the number of the Spheres, q.v.; b. the catego
ries of created things: activity, passivity, pow-

terebinth 

e rs, quality, quant ity, relation, time, substance, 
position , peace; 7. divinity: A. Mystic: a. ' 'The 
Hand of God"; b. its nature is the assistance of 
the spiri tual, the infinite; B. Cabala: a. t he 
nu mber o f words by which Yahweh c reated the 
universe; b. the number of Sephira, q.v.; C. 
Christian: divine dominio n, e.g. the Decalogue; 
8. a round number: e.g. (Cabala) the number of 
angels in heaven and the orders of the damned 
in Hell; cf. Dante's ten-fold division of Hell, 
Purgatory, and Paradise (Hell, when including 
the T rimmers outside Achernn); 9. an indefini te 
nu mber: generally in the O.T. it stands for an 
indefinite considerable number (e.g. Job 19, 3); 
as such it also represen ts wealth; 

IO. related to time (with six): sixty sec
onds, minutes, e tc.; 11. solar: masculine, virile; 
12. prophecy: e.g. the ten days of tribulation 
before salvation predktcd in Rev. 2, LO; L3. 
Hebrew: the Ten Lost Tribes, who were carried 
off to Assyrian Captivity and there lost their 
identity; mainly from Asher, Dan, Ephraim, 
Gad, lssachar, Manasseh, Naphthali, Reu ben, 
Simeon, Zcbu lun ; 14. v. Numbers. 
tench 

I. " I am stung like a tench": the spotted 
fish looks as if having insect-bites: I H4 2, I ; 2. 
folklore: the "Doctor F ish": the skin conta ins a 
mucous, healing oil, and the other fresh-water 
fish rub themselves against it when they are 
sick. 
tennis-ball 

I . youthfulness: the Dauphin of France sent 
tennis-ba lls to young king Henry V, believing 
that his claims to certain dukedoms in France 
were inspired by his youthfu lness: HS I , 2; 2. a 
fate-tossed man : e.g. "A man whom l:>oth the 
waters and the w ind, In that vast tennis-court 
have made the ball , For them to play upon": Per. 
2, 1. 
tent 

I . Egyptian hier. : " the body of glory": that 
d ivision of the soul which surrou nd s the spirit; 
2. enveloping, protection: it shares in the 
symbolism of Clothes, Weaving, etc. ; v. also Al
cove; 3. the world: (Greek) the ten t and garm
ents of the Gods; 4. te mple, tabernacle, q.v. ; 5. 
the heavens: Yahweh "stre tches out the heav
ens as a curtJin , and spreade th them ou t as a tent 
to d well in": Isa. 40, 22;6. a nomad in the Desert 
(q.v.) : transitoriness and shepherding; 7. war, 
encampmen t ; 8. Iler: a. readiness fo r battle; b. 
hospitalit y. 
terebinth 

1. in t he O.T. it has the function of the Oak, 
q.v. ; 2. sacred and prophetic: a. God, or his 
angel, revealed himself in it , a nd God's word 
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'\ 

tetractys 

was given in it; b. sacred to Abraham ; 3. Ce ltic: 
connected with the 7t h month (June-J uly, cor
respo nding with the let ter 0) of the Tree-a lph
abet: v. Calendar. 
tetractys 

I . the Pythagorian mystery of the first fo ur 
numbers (I + 2 + 3 + 4) together forming ten, 
from which all t hings begin (v. also Te n); 2. it 
became a holy symbol by wh ich late r Pythagor
ians used to swear; it consists of I 0 do ts. fo rm
ing a triangle; 3. it sym bolizes the beginning 
and the end: birth, growth, and death. 
tetragrammaton 

J. the letters of the Ineffable Holy Name 
(I HVH, or YHWH , or com binatio ns of these), 
which , as a sacred name were used in passwords, 
and as a talisman (often on a pentacle) in the 
Middle Ages; 2. it contains the past, presen t, 
and futu re tenses of 'to be', t hus fo rm ing a 
symbol of the immutable ' I am'; 3. for furt her 
in terpreta t io n v. Yahweh. 
te tramorph 

I . the tetramorphs of the Assyrians, Daniel, 
Ezekiel, and the N.T . agree in general: A. eagle: 
a. ·not described in Dan.; b. c lement: ear th ; di
rectio n: N or W; season : winter; c. in man : 
conscience; B. ox (bull): a. a bear in Dan.; b. 
c lement: air; direction : N or W; scason:wintcr; 
c. in man: appetite; C. lion: c lement: fire; di
rection : S; season : spring; in man: will ; D. man : 
a. somet imes a peacock in Assyria, and a leop
ard in Dan.; b. eleme nt: wa ter; direction : E or 
N; season: autumn ; c. in man: inte llect; 2. pos· 
sible origins: a. in megalith cu ltures the gods, 
fighting the monsters of darkness, wh ich t ry to 
' devour the sun', safeguard crea t ion by placing 
a lio n o n the Celestia l Mo untain and posting 4 
archers at the ends of the earth; b. the fou r
faccd Assy rian god Asshur ; 3. Christian division 
of the symbols among the Evangelists has not 
a lways been unifo rm: e.g. the lion has been 
connected with a ll four of them; 

4 . the present d ivision: A. St. Luke: the 
winged calf or ox (k ing of sacrific ia l animals, or 
domestic an imals): a. Jerome: Passion of C hrist ; 
b. esoteric: earth, labour, forbea rance, sacrifice; 
c. he describes Christ as a t once Supreme Priest 
and sacrific ial victim; B. St. Mark: the winged 
lion (k ing of beasts, sublimated) : a. Jerome: 
Chris t's Resurrection ; b. esoteric: fire, strength, 
movement ; c. he stresses the royal dignity of 
Chris t, the Lio n of Judah, and also the cry in 
the wilderness of this world; C. St. Matthew: a 
winged man or angel (king o f a ll creatio n, su b
limated): a. Jerome: Christ's Incarnatio n ; b. 
esoteric: angel, intuition, knowledge of truth ; c. 
he stresses <:;hrist's incarnation; D. St. John: t he 
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eagle (king of the air): a. J erome: Christ's As· 
cension; b. esoteric: air, intel:igence, action; c. 
he gazed on the light of imm ortal t rut h with 
keen and undaZ7.lcd eyes; or, he came dow n 
from heaven and returned to it; 5. for Ezekiel v. 
also under Cheru b; in 10, 14 he replaces the 
bull by a cherub's face(= bull?); cf. I 0, 22: "the 
likeness of their faces was the same faces wh ich I 
saw by the river ofChebar";6. in Rev. they carry 
God 's throne (4 , 6f.): its origin is ast rono mical : 
when God's throne is placed in the zen ith , we 
find on the four corners of the earth the follow· 
ing constellations: Leo. Tau ru s, Scorpio (ori1• 
scorpion-man, q.v.), Aquila. 
thaw 

I. ret urn of fert ility; 2. dissolving of the 
flesh, corruptio n : "O, that this too, too solid 
flesh would melt , Thaw and resolve itself into 
a dew'': fl am. I , 2; 3. dullness: she told me " I 
was duller than a great thaw": Ado 2, I . 
theatre 

l. the world of phenomena : v. a lso Stage; 2. 
social life: Ovid ment io ns it as a good place for 
a young man to mee t girls (De Arte Am. I , 
89ff.); 3. t he author of a play: dcm iurge; 4. the 
actors: rela ted to their par ts as the Sclbst to the 
personality ; 5. folklure: a. the firs t ticket sold 
for a new production is ominous: if sold to an 
o ld man, the play will have a lo ng run; if sold to 
a young person: bad lu ck; b. when an usher is 
selling a progra m it is unlucky to get a tip from 
a woman. lucky from a man ; the fi rst tip of the 
season should not be spen t : rub it against you r 
' leg' vigourously, and keep it; c. it is lucky for 
the usher to show the first person to arrive on any 
nigh t to his scat. 
Thessalia 

I. proverbially renowned for witchcraft in 
classical Rome; 2. they have extremely hand
some, but indomitable horses. 
thicket 

the place where the hart hides. or is caugh t: 
"There is no tarrying hen:: the hart Achille, 
Keeps thicket": Troil. 2, 3. 
thief 

I. in nature-myths: personifications of the 
devasta t ing aspects of nature: wind, frost. 
scorching sun, floods, etc.; they steal clouds 
(herds), fi re, light, m oon, seasons, fertilit y 
(gold), etc.; the thieves arc either unt raceable, 
or look innocent and harmless on discovery 
(e.g. Hermes as a child) ; 2. chivalrous thieves 
steal from the rich to help the poor, a couple of 
lovers, etc. ; example: R. Hood; 3. time; cf. the 
proverb "friends are thieves of t ime", and D. 
Thomas "Grief th ief of time"; 4 . death, or the 
coming of the Son: e.g. Matth. 24 , 4 3; 5. every-

th ing: sun, moon, sea, earth: T im. of Ath . 4, 3; 
6. at the Crucifixion-scene the Good T hief rep
resents the Gentiles, who confess to Christ, 
while the Bad T hief is the Jewish people, who 
d'eny him; 7. proverb: "Thursday's child is in
clined to thieving" (v. Days for the fu ll li st); 8. 
v. Robbing. 
thigh 

I . Egypt ian hier. : st rength, support ; 2. the 
scat of male strength. firm ness, and majesty; 
also the place which supports the hero's sword; 
3. genitals, offspring: a. in the 0.T. swearing 
with the hand placed ' under the th igh' means 
swearing by one's progeny (in whom one lives 
after death) ; moreover 'testis' means ' testicle' 
and 'testimony'; b. " I have made strong proof of 
my constancy, Giving myself a vo lun tary 
wound Here, in my thigh": Portia to Bru tus in 
Cacs. 2, I ; 4. holy, sacrificial par t: t he thigh
bones of the sacrificial beasts were burnt, t he 
flesh not eaten, like the rest of the body (unless 
it was a 'ho locaust'); of the ashes of the bones 
pain t was made to paint the altar wh ite; 

5. ' thigh-wounds': a. related to the cmascu· 
la t ion of the r:ertility-king (or his substitu te) as 
a harvest-ri tual, to ensu re resurrection, or as a 
pu nishment for men 'straying into' fe minine rit
uals; b. the dislocat ion of the hips which caused 
the lameness of the Fert ility-k ing, which was 
necessary, lest his Sacred ll ecl touch the ground 
(v. Lameness and Heel): e.g. Diomcdcs bruised 
Aeneas' hip-bone and broke the tendons of his 
leg: Homer ( II . 5, 305f.); c. cv~n Arcs is 
'wou nded in the thigh' by Heracles, after which 
he fled back to Olympus (Hesiod); to this may 
be related Pandaros' arrow wounding Mcnelaos' 
th iµh which was a breach of the pact between the 
G reeks and Trojans: Ho mer (11 . 4 , I 28ff.) ; d. 
Percival 's trials inclu de a beau tiful lady, a ten t , 
a couch, and a 'th igh-wound' a t su ndown (cf. 
Judith and Holofernes): Malo ry (14 , 10); e. 
Joseph of Arim athca was woun ded in the th igh 
by what was later ca lled the Broken Sword 
(made who le again by Galahad); 6. astrol.: gov· 
crncd by the Zodiac sign of Sagittarius, corre
sponding with the plane t Jupiter and religion ; 
7. 'to smite the thigh': an expression of mourn
ing: Jcr. 31, 19. 
thimble 

I. insignificance; 2. fem ininity ; cf. D. T ho
mas: "cell-stepped thimble": vulva; 3. folklore: 
in some wedding-cakes a ring and a thimble are 
hidden; the one who gets the ring will marry 
wit hin a year ; t he one who gets the thim ble will 
remain a spinster. 
thirteen 

I. luck: originally a ho ly nu mber, therefore 

thirty 

num inous: A. calendar: new beginni ng: a. in 
some calendars there were 13 (lunar) months 
(of 28 days+ I ext ra day), in the Celtic calen
dar corresponding wit h 13 consonants and 
t rees; b. the Hebrew calendar had 13 months, 
but the 13th month (and the 13th day) is of 
specia l importance (positive and negative) in 
the s tory of Esther (q.v.); B. a grou p of 11 , 12, 
or 13 constitutes the most favou rable number 
to create a group with psychic understanding; 
so we find : a. the head and 12 parts of Osiris 
(or the phallus and 12 parts); varies with 13 + I 
parts: b. Jacob and his twelve sons; and 13 
stones in the Breastplate of the High-priest; c. 
Odysseus and 12 companio ns; d. Romulus and 
12 shepherds; e. Christ and 12 apost les; f. Bald
er and 12 judges; g. Arthur and 12 Knights of 
the Round T able; h. Roland and the 12 Peers of 
r:rancc ; C. the judge and 12 members of a jury; 
2. though in many countries number Thirteen 
has remained lucky (v. also F olklo re below) its 
numinous character also has had a negative as
pect from of old: A. death ( fo llowing the per
fection of Twelve): a. the 13th month brought 
death to the f ertilit y-king; this often happened 
on the 13th day of the month (= Ides), e.g. 
Agamemnon died on the 13th or the mon th of 
Gamcli on (January), which Clytemnestra de
creed for a festival; b. some or the Greek dirges 
(' t hrenoi') were sung on the 13th day after the 
bur ial : the number also stands fo r rebirth; c. 
Hippodamcia's father had k illed 13 suitors be· 
fo re Pclops won her (Pindar : Olymp. 0, I . 79); 
d . 13 people were present when Balder was kill
ed by Loki ( through blind Hod) with a mist le· 
toe; e. later Christianity backed its unfort unate 
aspect by the num ber of people present at the 
Last Supper; B. the num ber of witches ii: a cov
en with their Devil God (as one of the remnants 
of ancient fe rtility-rites); in black magic 13 
demons are invoked; 3. related to the Moon: 
"the measures o f the moon Which thirteen 
times she dances every year" (Davies: "Orchcst· 
ra"); v. also I , A; 4. domination: perhaps 
thro ugh I, B; 

5. folklore: A. unfortu na te: a. in Rome: in 
fo rtune-telling it meant death , dest ruction, mis
fo rtune; b. in England it represents the Devil (v. 
2, B) and is generally unlucky; e.g. the most 
ominous date (especially for Marriage): Friday, 
May 13; B. favourable: a. often it is considered 
lucky to be born on the 13th (v. I , A); in sev
eral countries 13 is sold as a good-luck ta lisman ; 
b . Num ber 13 bus in London remained unharm
ed throughou t WWII. 
thirty 

I . related to the holy numbers T hree and 
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t h irty-eigh t 

Ten; 2. a generation (as a variant of 1wenty
f1ve): e.g. among the Celts; cf. the proverb "He 
that is not handsome at twen ty, nor strong at 
tlmty, nor nch at for ty, nor wise at fifty, will 
never be handsome, strong, rich, or wise"; 3. 
solar, masculine: a. approximately the t ime the 
su n goes through one house of the Zodiac (and 
the moon through her phases); a month; b. the 
Greek Parthenon has 30 pillars in one direction 
honouring the dawn-goddess, the sun's bride'. 
mother; c. the sun-hero Samson had thirty 
companions; David had thirty valiant men 
(doubled by Solomon); Jai'r had 30 sons, and 
we often find groups of men the multiple of 30; 
d. the oak from which the mistletoe (q.v.) was 
cut .~as to be thirty years o ld; 4 . period of 
awaiting: a. the days of Saturn's reign before 
the arrival of the Divine Child Zeus; b. the 
Christian days of Advent; 5. mystic number 
(Gnostic): 30 Aeons, or hierarchy numbers; 6. 
thirty pieces of silver: (0.T.) a. the price of a 
slave; b. the wages of the shepherd (Yahweh) in 
Zech. I I ; the shepherd gave it either to the 
'po1ter', or to the 'treasury' (both mentioned in 
connection with Judas later); c. betrayal: Judas' 
reward (e.g. Matth. 26, 15); v. also Silver. 
thirty-eight 

the man waiting for the movement of the 
hea ling waters in the pool at Bethesda (St. John 
ch. 5) had been ill 38 years. 
thirty-five 

I. seven lustra of five (of the Great God
dess); 2. Rome: a man in his prime, when he 
could become a consul. 
thirty-three 

I. mystery: Egypt: the secrets wh ich have 
not yet been discovered are 33; 2. a holy num· 
ber in the O.T. : e.g. after giving birth to a male 
child a woman is 'unclean' for 7 days, and must 
stay. away from the Temple another 33 days, 
making a total of 40; 3. perfection, culm ina
tion: a. Ghrist's age when he died a nd rose from 
the dead; b. the age one became a hierarch; 4 . 
su n: thirty days to pass through a Zodiac house 
+ the Trinity; 5. a frequent num ber in ballads: 
"thirty days a nd th ree", "thirty years and 
three": the common measure of e.g. the service 
to a lo rd. 
thirty-two 

I. regulates the movemen ts of the planets; 
therefore the compass has 32 directions; 2. J. 
Joyce: ("Ulysses") the law o f falling (bodies) 
(opp. of 11 ): speed increasing 32 feet per second 
(remembered by Bloom all day) ; double his im· 
portant 16, q.v. 
thistle 

I. other names: the Devil's Grain, Lady 's 
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Finger ; in Anglo-Saxon it is another name for 
Ursus Major; 2. austerity, rejection: a. the earth 
produces thorns and thistles as a cu rse for the 
rail (Gen. 3, 18); b. it is the opposite of the fi!: 
(blessing) in the combination of 'fig an\:l 
grapes': the opposite of 'thorns and thistles' (al
so e.g._ Matth. 7, 16 ; Luke: thorns versus figs, 
and thistle versus bramble bush); c. =the 'bram· 
ble' of the fable of Judges 9, 8 . 20; 3. misan
thropy; 4. vengeance; 5. emblem of Scotland; 
e.g. the most ancient Order of the Thistle (ded
icated to St. Andrew) was inst ituted by James 
11 in 1687; it originally consisted of the sover
eign and 8 knigh ts (total 9), later with 12 
knights (total 13), and much later (1827) of 16 
knights (total 17); its necklace is interlaced 
with thistle-flowers and rue; its devise is "Ncmo 
me impune lacessit"; 6. sacred to Ceres (whose 
torch was made of thistle), the Virgin Mary, 
and Thor; 7. W. Blake: a. 'chastity' and dry 
'modesty', living in the waste, as the opposite 
of the flowers in the Garden of Love; b. the 
world' s meanness and sp itefulness: an old man 
gray; 8. D. Thomas: "thistle in the kiss of his 
love": it prickles rather than tickles. 
Thomas, St. (disciple) 

I. unbelieving, sceptisicm ; 2. astrol. : rules 
Scorpio; 3. folklore: a. soliciting money for 
drink ing o n his day (Decem ber 2 J) is called 
"Thomasing"; b. "St. Thomas grey, St. Thomas 
grey, The longest night and the shortest day": 
proverb (cf. Barnaby and Lucy). 
thorn 

l. deprivation, austerity: v. Thistle for Yah
weh's curse; 2. the road to salvation : a. the 
Lamb of God is often represented between 
grapes and thorns; with reference to A braham 's 
substitute fo r Isaac; b. a fo rm of the cross, and 
the world-axis (phallus); 3. the road to fame : 
"A~d some yet live, treading the thorny road, 
W!uch leads, through toil and ha te, to Fame's 
serene abode" : Shelley ("Adonais"); 4 . truth : 
"T ruth and roses have thorns abou t them": 
proverb; 

5. chastity: "Bu t earthlier-happy is the rose 
distilled Than that which, withering on the virgin 
thorn, Grows, lives, and dies in single blessed
ness": MND I , 1; 1 6. remorse: "leave her to 
heaven And to those thorns that in her bosom 
lodge To prick and st ing her": Ham. 1, 5; 7. 
sleep , winter: the earth is doomed to temporary 
sleep by the prick of a magic thorn (= tempor
ary barrenness); when Brynhilde (head of the 
fire-maidens, the Valky rie) disobeyed Odin he 
pricked her with the thorn and she fell asieep 
(v. also Briar Rose) ; cf. Sleeping Beauty; 8. 
materialism: killing spiritual aspiratio n , in the 

parable of the Sower and the Seed (Matt h. 13, 
7 and 22); 9. sharp intelligence: a thorn in the 
hand of a drunkard so is a parable in the mouth 
of a foo l: Prov. 26, 9; 

I 0 . temptation of the flesh: in 2Cor. ( 12, 7) 
St. Paul says he has a "thorn in the flesh", 
which prevents him from becoming exalted or 
'puffed up'; this has been explained: a. the 
temptations of inchastity; b. a painful, lingering 
disease (malarial fever has been suggested); I I. 
fuel: the laughter of a foo l is like the crackling 
of thorns under a pot: Eccl. 7, 6; 12. W. Blake: 
v. Rose and Thistle; 13. D. Thomas: "scythe
sided thorn" : life and death-bringing phallus; 
14. combinations: A. crown of thorns: a. thorn 
unfavourably multiplied + Circle; b. mockery ; 
c. martyrdom: also em blcm of Catherine of 
Sienna, Ignatius of Loyola, etc.; 13. thorn-bush: 
a. Egypt: emblem of the goddess Neith (mother 
of Ra, of Libyan Lamia origin, later identified 
with Isis), who inhabits a thorn bush o r acacia; 
b. lowliness: the opposite of the proud fir 
which will be cut down: Aesop (rabies 140); C. 
with the rose (q.v.): Conjunction (q.v.) of op
posites: pleasure/pain, etc.; 

15. proverb: "They love dancing well that 
dance among thorns". 
thread 

I. world-axis: ascension, sublimation; the 
myth of Ariadne, daughter of Minos, who help
ed Theseus fi nd his way out of her father's lab· 
yrinth (t his world) has been explained as a path 
leading to the Creator, or to heaven (Celt ic 
Arianrhod's Corona Borealis); cf. Lugh's chain, 
and v. Palace (Silver); 2. connection between 
any two d ifferen t planes of existence (spiritual, 
biological, social, etc.); 3. escape: a. Ariadne 
(serpent or earth-goddess) gave a thread (light
ray) to Theseus (sun-hero) to escape the lab· 
yrinth (the underworld, on his Night-crossing); b . 
umbilical cord: to escape from the labyrin th 
(o r, unde rworld) of the womb; 4. life, destiny: 
three Goddesses (Greek Moirai, Roman Fates or 
Parcae, Norse Norns) prepare the thread of life, 
spin it, and cu t it off; 5. semen: especially in 
Orphic cults; also J. Webster (Wh. Devil I , 2); 6. 
v. Weaving, Spinning, Loom, Cobweb, etc. 
three 

I. divine: threefold divinities: A. Egyp t: a. 
the phases of the su n: morning ( Horus), noon 
(Ra), setting (A tun); b. the fust division of the 
Great Goddess: Isis as sister-bride, m other, and 
layer-out; B. Graeco-Roman: a. the three 
worlds: Zeus (heaven, with 3-forked lightning), 
Poseidon (sea, with trident), Hades (under· 
world, with 3-headed dog); b. the Underworld 
had three Judges; c. the Moirai (destiny), Fu· 

three 

ries, Graces (fertility), Harpies, Sirens; d. the 
Moon-goddess is (generally) represented as 
three-headed: a. horse + woman (or, female 
swine) + dog; b. bull +dog+ lion; C. Christian: 
a. rather, Son and H. Ghost (or, feminine Wis
dom); b. Christ's divinity, mortality, and soul; 
C. Norse: e.g. Norns; D. generally a mythical 
number for d ivine or heroic time-periods: fo r 
fights, deaths, etc. (usua lly days, occasionally 
years); and it was a number of numinous mys
tery, e.g. people drank three times to the hon
our of the three Graces; then spat three times 
into their breasts to avert enchantment; a three
fold initiatory ordeal for heroes: a Choice of 
Three, fighting three enemies, a three-headed 
monster, etc.; 2. infernal counterparts: a. Cer
berus, Hecate, Satan's triden t; b. the three 
Underworld Judges; 3. perfection, completion, 
sufficiency: a. beginning, middle, end; b. sun: 
East, Zenith (Sou th), West: birth, culminat ion, 
death ; c. the dynam ic equilibrium of the action 
of unity upon duality, or the growth of unity 
within itself; d. the interior, sublimating, vert· 
ical order of things (cf. Four = external, quant· 
itative); 4. creative, masculinity: a. the creation 
of spirit out of matter, action out of passivity ; 
b. the formula of the Creation of the world; c. 
the three existing worlds; d. the world of na
ture: the animal, mineral, and vegetative 
worlds; 

5. spiritual: a. the ternary as symbol of the 
intellectual or spiritual world: synthesis; b. sol
ution of the dualism-conflict; c. active, passive, 
synthesis; d. through the pyramidal shape three 
is related to Fire: purification and illumination; 
6. death and regeneration: a. G reek: number 
sacred to the dead: invoked three times and 
mourned three days; b. the Threefold Great 
Goddess is goddess of death and regeneration : 
the cycle of fert ility: (re) birth, growth, and de
cay; in many ballads we still find three daugh
ters (e.g. "The Cruel Brother", "The Duke of 
Gordon's Daughters"); c. formerly the gallows 
were triangular; innumerable references to that 
shape have been made: " three trees", "ride the 
three-legged mare", etc.; 7. man and human re
lations: a. the elementary nucleus: man, wom
an, and child; b. physical, mental, and spiritual 
life, etc.; c. Pythagoras: media tion, atonement, 
completeness; d. thought, action, emotion; e. 
religion, law, love; f. the three virtues control
ling man's life (e.g. in Chaucer): a. animal: seat· 
ed in the brain; b. natural: in the liver;c. 'vital': 
in the heart; 8. betrayal: in the Bible there are 
numerous cases of people betrayed three times ; 
9 . magic: e.g. in the O.T. (v. also Folklore): a. 
Elijah s tretched himself on the widow's son 
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three 

th ree times to revive him (I Kings 17, 2 1); b. he 
put water on the rain-making bullock-sacrifice 
three times( IKings 18 , 34 ); 

I 0. seasons: in some calendars (e.g. t he 
Egyptian) there arc three seasons, winter not 
being considered a season as it is a period of 
death in nature ; 11. Hebraeo-Christian : the 
number of: a. visitors to Abraham; the sons of 
Noah; b. the young men in the fi ery furnace; c. 
Mary's; Magi, q.v. ; d. commandmen ts (of the 
Ten) referring to God ; e. stages of peni tence: 
c0n tr itio n. confession, satisfac tion ; f. theologic
al virtues: faith (cross), hope (anchor), and 
charity (chalice or light); g; ages: ante legem 
(before Moses}, sub lege (till Christ), sub gratia; 
h. evangelical counsels: holy obedience, perpet
ua l chastity, and voluntary power ; i. no table 
duties: ahnsgiving, fast ing, prayer ;j. in Ca tholic 
liturgy th ere is a constant repetition o f three; 
12. correspo11dences : a. "The Artist", control
ling the ta lented ; b. anatomy: the throat ; c. 
Zodiac: Gemini ; plane t : Jupiter; d. colour : yel
low (light} ; 13. psych. : a. solution of a conmct; 
biological synthesis; childbirth; b. often seen as 
a. conscious-spiritua l value, lacking the One of 
the unconscious to make the Whole of f'our: 
the triangle ca n be seen as the half of the diag
onal square: together they are a t once polarity 
(2 t riangles in opposition} and the conjunct ion 
of Wholeness (cf. Ch inese Yang-Yin}; three thus 
represents masculinity (or the animus in the fe
male}, whereas Four is femininity (or the anima 
in the male) with subconsciousness included; cf. 
J. Keats: " kisses fou r" in ' La Belle Dame Sans 
Merci'); 14 . W. Blake : the sexual is threefold (the 
Human fourfo ld): head , heart (bosom), re in s 
(loins); 

15. combinations: A. a choice of three: a 
very com mon theme in all literature; a . usually 
the fir st two deno te what is a lready possessed, 
the thi rd giving the magic solution desired ; b. 
t he third may be negative: e.g. the gifts of the 
Magi: gold and fra nkincense are positive, myrrh 
negative (even death: v. Magi) ; c. David had a 
choice: 7 (or three} years o f famine, 3 months 
o f su bjugation, o r 3 days of pestilence (2Sam. 
24, I 2ff.; I Chron. 2 1, 12}; d. Aesop: a wood
cu tier had lost his axe in the water and Hermes, 
in pity , brough t up a gold o ne and a silver one, 
which the woodcutter refu sed as not his own 
but he did accept the steel one, at which Her'. 
mes gave him all t hree (f'ables 156) ; B. three 
a11d a half: half-way to perfection (= Seven}, or 
the zenith of power (e.g. Judith, q.v.}; more
over the two witnesses of God in Rev. 11 , 9 
would be dead for 3'12 days ; 16. folklore: a. 
three light s etc. (v. Candles} are ill-omened; a lso 
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when three people sec each other in a mirror 
together: one o f them may die soon ; or when 
three people make a bed together ; b. a posit ive 
side of this sacred number: a three-cornered 
house is immune from leprosy (the typical d is
ease connected with the Titrecfold Goddess}; c. 
in Eliz. times servant s got three suits of clothes 
and fou r pair of stockings: ref. Lear 2, 2; d. 
there is a large number of nursery-rhymes in 
which three animals, persons, or things, play an 
impor tant part (Th ree may be a primitive for m 
of plurality : = 'many'), e.g. the Three Men of 
Gotham, three We lshmen, foo ls, huntsmen , an 
o ld woman having 3 cows, or 3 sons, e tc.; e. 
proverb: 'The third time pays fo r all". 
three hundred 

I. deity breath (spirit}; 2. Christian: the 
number of G ideon's companio ns (multiple of 
30, q.v.) ; but 300 is a lso the number of Greek 
Tau ; so G ideon + companions= Chris t+ Cross; 
3. in definite large number: Ca tullus' faithless 
mistress has 300 lovers at once ("quos simul 
com plcxa tenet trccen tos": C. 11}; in the next 
poem, in an entire ly different contex t, he men
tio ns 300 hendecasyllablcs. 
three hundred and sixty-five 

I. the days of the year: (sun}deit y emana
tion (v. Abraxas); 2. the number of lights burn
ed in honour of Osiris; 3. Mithra rules over an
other heaven each day. 
threshing 

I. harvest, fe rt ility; the methods of thresh
ing were divinely instructed: v. Isa. 28 , 26ff.; 2. 
destruction, involution, death of the year (with 
hope and prayer fo r regenera tion}; 

3. threshing-floor : 
A. the threshing-floor is an omphalos, at 

o nce a nave l of the world (with the hub of ears 
in the middle) and a universe-emblem (a round 
piece of earth, with the earth in the middle, and 
the sun-oxen going round} ; cf. the vision of Al
exander the G reat ; tha t it is generally con sider
ed as the Mystic Centre is also clear from other 
sym bols of the same used in connec tion with 
the floor: e.g. the poetess T clesilla refers to the 
threshing-floor as ' dinion' (= classical 'deinos'): 
'cup', 'goblet'; and Dante: ''The threshing-floor 
(= the earth}, which makes us so fierce .... was 
completely seen by me, from the hills to the 
river-mouths" (Par. 22, 15 l ff.); 

B. fertility: I. often referred to in connec
t ion with female bodies: a. ' 'The daughte r of 
Babylon is like a threshing-floor , it is time to 
thresh her : yet a li ttle while and the time of her 
harvest shall come" (= destruction, or subjuga
t ion) : Jer. 5 1, 33; b. ''Thy belly is like a heap 
of wheat set about with lilies": SoS 7, 2; the 

comparison is evidently taken from an open-air 
threshing-floor, with the fer tility lilies around 
them; II. the place of fer tility-dances, ri tual 
prostitu tio n and marriage, the o ne sharing fe r
til ity with the o ther in sympathetic magic: a. 
" thou hast gone a whoring from thy Go d, thou 
hast loved a (harlo t's} reward upon every corn
floor": llos. 9, I ; the places where hierod ulcs 
prac tised, if no temple or booth was available; 
b. scene o f the harvest-ritual copulat ion of Bo az 
(Ruth 3}; 

C. as a numinous place it is fu ll of positive 
and negative magic: a. Gideon was threshing 
when the Angel of the Lord came to him (Judg. 
6, 11 ) ; b. he made his rain-making magic with 
the Fleece on the threshing-floor (Judg. 7, 37}; 
c. the th reshing-floor of Araunah, the Jcbusitc, 
was the place of the Temple, where Jehova 
stopped the pestilence (2Sam. 24, 24}; d . at the 
threshing-floor of either Nachon (2Sam. 6, 6} 
or of Chido n ( !Chron. 13, 9} Uzza died because 
he tried to steady the Ark ; 

D. place of prophecy: combined with magic 
made by horns o f iron in I Kings 22, I Off.; 

E. Christ was compared by John the Baptist 
to a farmer working on the threshing-floor, 
sto ring the grain and burning the chaff (Matth. 
3, 12}; th is, again, stresses the aspect of fe rtil
i ty-hcro in Christ ; 

F . in some (American) religious chapels the 
area near the a lta r is still called the threshing
floor (e.g. in J. Baldwin's "Go Tell it on the 
Mountain"). 
threshold 

I. any transition between stages, or states, 
of being: sleep/walk, life/death , religion/pro
fanity, conscious/subconscious, e tc. ; it shares 
much of the Door-symbolism ; 2. the holy 
foun tain of the Temple in Ezekiel's vision 
sprang from the thresho ld (4 7, lff.}; 3. thres
hold-gods arc powerfu l: A. they must be propiti
ated : a. for its cult : v. I Sam. 4 , 5; b. the 'door
money' to be paid at the entrance was really 
'threshold-money'; c. sometimes bu ilding-offers 
(e.g. child-sacrifices, or animals} were put under 
the threshold, instead of under the fou ndation
stone; a rem nant may be found in the Neo
ptolemus (= Pyrrus) who was buried under the 
threshold at Delphi fo r 'pu n ishment', yet must 
guard over the processions; B. their killing
power is illustrated : a. in I Kings 14, 17 Je robo
am's child (in accordance with a prophecy} 
d ied, when its mother carried it across the 
'threshold of the door' ; b. in l Sam 5, 3 Dagon's 
head and hands were cu t off ' upon the th resh
old', when the Ph ilist ines put Yahweh's ark in 
their temple (so tlrnt o nl y his fish-part remain-

thrush 

cd, if he was a fi sh-god) ; 4 . threshold-monsters 
( includ ing lions} are often found near a sacred 
place (pa lace. temple, paradise, foun tains of 
you th . t ree of life, etc.} as a warninl! aga inst 
profanatio n; 5. proverb: 'The groundscl (= 
'door-sill ') spea ks not, save what it heard of the 
hinges". 
throat 

I. astro/.: governed by Tau rus; 2. D. Thom
as: a. the place of conception , = vulva; b. the 
place for the sou nd of poetry (cf. also his 
Wounded throat). 
throne 

I . seal of a deity (or his earthly substitute}, 
heaven ; 2. Mystic Centre (v. also Navel) , exalt
ation ; 3. stabili ty, synthesis; 4. authorit y, just
ice; v. also Chair: 5. set the thron e a t the enter
ing of the gate s of a town = besiege it (e.g. Jcr. 
I , 15); 6. combinations: a. burning throne: 
"and le t th e devil Be sometime hon
oured fo r his burning throne": Mea s. 5, I ; b. 
ebony throne: "N ight , sable goddess! from her 
ebon th rone ... ": E. Young ("Night Thoul!hts"}; 
c. t he goddess of the golden t hrone: llera 
(Homer II. 15, 5); 7. 711e Thrones: t he third 
choir of Angels; their attributes: a. flaming and 
winged wheels full of eyes; b. stone: chrysoli te; 
c. colou r: green (of the throne}; 8. v. Boat, 
Cube, Seat (Stepped - ), Stone (of Scone. etc.). 
thrush 

I . the typical bird of spring: "When rosy 
plumelcts tuft t he larch, And rarely pipes the 
mounted thrush ... ": Tennyson ("In Memori
am" 9 1 }; 2. love: a. its song brings love-long
ings: G. C haucer ("Sir Topaz"}; b. street-ballad : 
"So here's a health to the bird in the bush Like
wise to the linne t and thrush"; 3. shyness: "Sol
itary the th rush , The hermit withdrawn to him
self, avo iding the settlement, Sings by him self a 
song": W. Whitman (" When lilacs last... " }; 4. 
wis<lom: ''That 's the wise thrush ; he sings each 
song twice over, Lest you should think he never 
could recap ture The fi rst fine careless rap
ture!": R. Browning ("Home-though ts from 
Abroad ") ; also a great speech-imi tator; 

5. heavenly aspiration: " In evening's hush 
About it ta lks the heavenly-minded thrush": 
C. Patmore ("St. Valentine's Day" }; 6. age: "the 
th rostel (=song-thrush} olde": G. Chaucer (Pof' 
364} ; 7. connected with the Whitethorn (may}, 
q.v.; 8. Rome: kept as a pet, ·and eaten as a 
delicacy: Ovid (De Arte Am. 2, 269}; 9. T.S. 
Eliot : "deception of the thrush": it tries to 
confo und reality and illusion; but by doing so it 
becomes a messenger of grace in this world ; I 0. 
nursery-rhy me: the thrush sang the psalm at the 
funera l of Cock Robin. 
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r Thule 

Thule 
I. the Greek and Roman name for the most 

nor therly land of the world: "u ltima Thule" = 
the fart hes t limit possible ; 2. the mystic realm , 
the 'Peerless Land' ; 3. the Mystic Centre, often 
identified with the Polar Region and Paradise ; 
v. also North; 4 . the White Island (= the Blessed 
Islands o f the dead), or the White Mountain. 
thumb 

I . for specific symbolism: v. Finger (B, l,) ; v. 
also Nail; 2. proverbial: a. having a green. 
thumb: be good at handling flowers and plants; 
b. " Every miller ha s a golde n thumb": the al
leged dishonesty or lucra liveness of his pro fes
sio n ; c. "a cobbler's black thum b": riches: v . 
Cobbler. 
thunder 

l. voice of the supreme (sky ) deity, express
ing his anger. assent, or accompanying a procla
mation (e.g. Mo ses' Law; also o ften announcing 
the birth of a deity); manifes tation of Rimmon 
(Hadad = Baal = the Lord), having the same 
executive func tion (e.g. in monarchy) to El as 
Babyl. Enlil had to Anu ; his cult-animal is also 
the Bull ; 2. bringer of the fer t ilizing rains (of 
spring): e.g. T .S. Elio t 's " Waste Land"; 3. 
Egypt : symbol of the Distant Voice : the fa rth
est a sound is heard ; 4 . in Vico's cycles of Ages, 
the o ld cycle ends in a Thunderclap (our t ime) : 
v. Ages of Man ; 5. v. Lightning, Storm, etc. 
thunderbolt 

I. weapo n o r arm our o f a supreme (sky) 
deity: according to some t raditions Jupiter has 
three (chance, destiny, and providence), but he 
is also said to have two: a heavier one, and one 
which has a ' less devouring flame' (his Second 
Armoury); whe n Semele asked h im to approach 
her as he did Juno, he used the lesser one, bu t 
even so her mo rtal body could not stand the 
heavenly ecstasy and was burnt to death with 
his conjugal gifts; her son was Bacchus (Ovid: 
Met. 259-310); also said to be for med by the 
fires of the 3 uppe r planets falling down, esp. o f 
Jupiter (Pliny 2, 18); 2. the cleaver, phallus, o r 
supreme creative power o f a deity; it is related 
to spring, dawn, etc.; 3. the Logos piercing the 
darkness: illuminatio n from heaven (cf. also 
Thunder), and destroyer o f material forms; as 
such it is the opposite of the symbols signifying 
ascent to heaven (cross, sacrificial stake, steps, 
e tc.) ; 4. emblem of sovereignty: ruling by Div
ine Grace; 5. fall from a high place: many sa
cred kings are supposed to have been killed by 
the thunderbolt after their ri tual copulation 
with the goddess: e.g. Anchises in the Greek 
version; 6. winged thunderbolt : emblem of 
power and speed. 
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Thursday 
1. as Thor 's day i t is the day of the opening 

of the Thingmote (Scand. tribal council), of 
which Thor was the patron ; 2. v. Day. 
thyme 

I. sacred to both Mars and Venus ( iden t ific
ation of war a nd love-fertility) ; 2. activity : a. 
M.A.: to indicate the activity of. the ir knights, 
the ladies e mbroidered a bee buzzing round a 
thyme branch on their sash ; it was also given to 
k nights by ladies, to protect them in battle; b. 
attribute of Diligence; 3. associated with fairies; 
the descript ion of the place where Titania is 
sleeping begins (MND 2, 1): " I know a ban k 
where the wild thyme blows ... "; 4 . the o pposite 
of hyssop: the one is moist, the other is dry; 
perhaps a re ference to this in 0th. I , 3 ; 

5. astral.: related to the Moon ; 6. literary 
references: A. W. Blake: a. heightening of the 
sense as a consequence of the Joy of Inspiration 
(the fir st plant to perfume) ; b. vegetable 'Dem
on', yet (like the Lark = an Angel) revealing 
inner divinity; B. F. Garcfa Lorca: a good repu
tation ("Verma" 2, I) ; C. T.S. Eliot: "thyme 
and strawberry" : the hidden joys of the senses, 
but also referring to the passive spiritual joy in 
darkness (" East Coker" 3); 7. lemon-thy me: in 
the ballad " Lady Alice" it is used for a death
garland; 8. folklore: connected with death: the 
souls of the dead (in England especially of the 
murdered) dwell in the flowers (as in bean-blos
soms and in foxgloves) . 
thyrsus 

l. wand or sceptre (cf. caduceus, miphet
zeth , seis tron), entwined with ivy , vine-leaves, 
or ribbons, topped by a phallic pine-cone, and 
often ending in a spear-head ; 2 . a ttribute of 
Dionysus (and Silenus): it was his, and his 
Maenads' weapon; 3. life, fertility (phallic) ; 4. 
regeneration : the spiral twining of the ivy, vine, 
or ribbons; 5. gai ty, whirling ecstasy ; still an 
attribute of the Dancing G irls in the train of the 
Prince of the Carnaval (q.v.) ; 6. protective 
charm ; 7. Rome: euphemism for phallus. 
Tiber 

1. Dante: the spirits destined for Purgatory 
are collec ted at its mouth to await admission 
into the boat of the redeemed (Purg. 2); 2. 
Tiber's Water : the Church of Ro me. 
tickling 

1. expectancy : "Now expectation, tickling 
skittish spirits On one and other side ... " : T roil. 
Prol.; 2. ignominious death : "It were a better 
death than die with mocks, which is as bad as 
die with tickling": Ado 3, 1; 3. folklore: a. tick
ling a baby (especially under the feet or chin) 
may cause s tammering later on ; b. when you 

laugh when you are tick led at the knee you arc 
no t a lady or a gentleman ; c. trout must be 
caught with t ickling (Tw. N. 2, 5); d. v . Itching. 
tide 

I. balance in na ture: e.g. "The t ide never 
goes ou t so far but it always comes in again", 
"The ebb will fetch off what the tide brings in" 
(proverbs); cf. "There is a tide in the affairs of 
men ... ": Ca cs. 4, 3; 2. the t ide brings in the 
Divine (New Year) Child, in an ark, basket, etc.; 
3. folklore: a. soul-carrier: people can only die 
at ebb; the out flowing water carries the soul 
away; b. childlo re : a grimace made when the 
tide turns may remain permanent. 
t iger 

I. myth: A. connected with Dionysus
Bacchus (Liber): a. Zeus sent Dio nysus a tiger 
to help him cross the Tigris; b. the wra th , cruel
ty, and beauty connected with orgies (cf. Leop
a rds); when su rrounded by the no ise of drums 
they go completely mad and tear themselves to 
bits (Plutarch: Adv. o n Marr. 45) ; c. t igers were 
yoked to his chario t (Ovid : Art. Am. I, 550; 
Vcrgil: Acn . 6, 805); 13. (like the leopard and 
pan ther) the aggressive and powerful aspects of 
the lion withou t his solar signifi cance; as night
prowlcr he is one of the transformations of the 
Great Goddess. and is more often related with 
darkness and the (New) Moon (sometimes rep
resented with a human child in his jaws); the 
female looks after the young with unequalled 
ferocity and endurance (Pliny) ; C. Camilla (un
der the special protection of Diana:Moon), lead
er of the Volscian horse, was dressed in a t iger
skin, leaving one breast bare, Amazonwisc (Vcr
g il: Aen. 11 , 577); 2. courage: "when the blast 
of war blows in our ears, Then im itate the ac
tion of the tiger; St iffen the sinews. summ on up 
the blood, Disguise fair nature with ha rd
favo urcd rage" : HS 3, I ; 3. beauty, grace; rela
ted to burni ng: "Tigers burn with beauty" : J. 
Thomson ("T he City of Dreadful Night"); 4. 
night-prowler : deceit, cun ning, ferocity, brutal
ity, jealousy: a. "With words and looks, that 
tigers could but rue, Where each o f us did plead 
the other's right": Surrey ("Prisoned in Wind
sor"); b. "O tige r's heart wrapped in a woman's 
hide": 3H6 l, 4 ; c. Egypt: a tiger devou ring a 
horse is the emblem of cruelles t revenge; 

5. Christian : emblem of Christ (who has 
many emblems in common with suffe ring fert il
ity-god Dionysus); 6. the East: emblem of Asia ; 
an impo rtant symbol in China af!d Japan; tigcr
mcn replace wolf-men there; 7. Eliz. times: 
favourite name for ships: e.g. Mac.: the ship at 
Aleppo the witches talk abou t ; 8. psych. : (re
pressed) sex; violent desires, in modern poetry 

tinker 

ofte n represented as a caged tiger; 9. 111. Bia/re: 
a. God's F ire = Wrath or Punishme.1t: to be 
reco nc iled by the Lam b = Forgiveness; the 
dark, fierce side o f Christ; b. Purification : it 
was produced in the world of Reason with its 
mechanical laws: the dark , fear-inspiring side of 
man's soul: hate, fea r, e tc . ( the opposite of the 
Lamb= love, trust, etc.); c. "The Tigers of 
Wrath arc wiser than the Ho rses of Instruction" 
(MHH 8, 14 , e.a.): creative fire and light, yet be
longing to the dark world .of salt, where (ac
cord ing to his ' mixed dua lism') potential good 
is to be found; cf. 3 and 4, c. 
Tigris 

I. Babylonian : a. poured by the sky-god 
from a great water-pot ; b. fe rt ility, refreshment, 
wisdom, e tc.; comparable to the Nile in Egypt; 
2. o ne of the rivers of Paradise; correspond
ences : a. Strength; b. St. Mark. 
t imbrel 

I . rejoicing, re ligious ecstasy , chiefly con
nected with women dancing at vic tories: a. 
Miriam played one after the "Red" Sea cross
ing, when she danced with all the women: Ex. 
15, 20 (v . also Psalms, pass.) ; b. Jephthah's 
luckless daughter met her fathe r, dancing to her 
t imbrel: Judg. 11 , 34: 2. Rome: ('tympanum') 
the typical ~strumen t of the Cybele ceremo
nies ; cf. also Tabor and Tambourine. 
ti me 

I. devourer of all things phenomenal: "Tem
pus cdax rerum" (Ovid: Mctam. 15 , 234) and 
"spite o f co rmo rant devouring T ime" (LLL I, 
l); th rough fau lty mix-up connected with 
cronos.('hronos, the devou ring father; 2. this 
world is "this ba nk and shoal of time": Mac. I , 
7; esp . related to Egyp t: e .g. " time, the quiet 
gen tleman Whose beard wags in Egyptian wind" 
<D. Thomas: "Should lanterns shine") ; 3. any 
cyclic pattern; time-myths concern the fights 
between darkness/ light, barrenness/fertility, 
etc.; 4. bringer-out of Truth : "Time tricth 
t ruth" (proverb) ; a lso Mithraic A ion helps truth 
out of the dark cave; 5. 0.T.: for "time, times 
and the dividing of t ime": v. Forty-two. 
tin 

I . d ross : cheap silver or money : (I will) 
"purely purgr away thy dross, and take away all 
thy tin": Isa. I, 25; a t in-copper alloy is meant 
here; 2. astral. : connected with the plane t Jup
iter ; 3. ''Tin Islands" : the 'Cassitcridcs' (e.g. 
mentio ned by I Ic rodo(us): they were said to lie 
off the West-coast of Europe; perhaps Northern 
Spain or Cornwall. 
tinker 

I. a man living ou tsidc the conventions of 
'civilized' life, sharing a child's life of imagina-
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Tiresias 

tion; 2. in many street-ballads the tinker is rep
resented as a sexual freebooter, while unm is
takable references arc made to his p roper 
hammering of the crack in her ladyship's kettle; 
in some songs a lady even asks a gentleman to 
come to her disguised as a linker; 3. impressive 
drinkers: a. " I can drink with any tinker in his 
own language during my life": 1114 2, 4 ; also 
Tw. N. 2, 3; b. accord ing to R. Burton tobacco 
is abused by most men "whi ch take it as tinkers 
do ale" (Anal. of Mel. 2, 4 , 2). 
Tiresias 

l. name: " he who delights in signs'', a com
mon name for soothsayers; his attribute is the 
cornel-staff (a divinatory tree); 2. blindness for 
having seen something which was tabu: a. Ath
ena bathing: dawn depriving night of its starry 
eyes, but compensating by noc turnal knowl
edge; in some versions his inner vision was given 
by Aphrodite or Zeus ; b. two copulating 
snakes, of which he killed the female : that 
made him change his sex and he became a har
lo t ; 3. lunar knowledge: a. understanding of 
bird-language (= prophecy of fert ility and sea
sonal changes by the 'reading' of the migration 
of birds); b. prophetic insigh t of Truth; c. v. 

· Orgasm; 4 . androgyne: one who has enjoyed 
both sexes; 5. t ime-m yth: the vary ing appear
ances of the ·seasons. 
Titans 

I. name: probably ' to stretch', referring 
either to their ha nds causing the changes on 
earth , or to being stretched on a wheel causing 
ea rthquakes, etc. ; 2. wild and untamablc forces 
of primeval nature: darkness or barrenness 
(winter, frost); cf. Giant; 3. chthonic monsters 
who struggled initially with gods and were even
tua lly overcome by heroes; as it is a time-myth 
similar Titan ic fights repea t themselves con
stantly. 
tithes 

I . a very old custom, at once polit ical taxa
tion and offering of the first-fruits ; it was al
most universal in the ancient world from Persia 
to Rome; Abraham paid them to the 'pagan' 
king Melchizedek (Gen. 14, 20; 28, 22, etc .) ; 2. 
as 'ten' was also an inde finite number (= 
'many') 'tithes' must have lost its original mean
ing very soon. and have come to .mean 'a part' ; 
according to some the generous contributed 
1/40, the average 1/50, and the s tingy l /60th 
part ; 3. D. Thomas: " the golden ti things": plots 
of ground of rich harvest ("I see the boys of 
summer"). 
Tithonus 

waxing and waning day (or year), which, de
serted by the ever-youthful Dawn (E6s), is im-
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prisoned in darkness, from where he calls in a 
cicada-like voice (e.g. Ovid: Mctam. 9, 42 I). 
titmouse 

I. the least abashed of birds; 2. imprudence; 
3. moves spirally up a tree (like the Woodpeck
er): resurrection, etc.: v. Spual; 4. child ren's 
language taunt : "T e ll Ill.le tit, Your tongue will 
spli t, And (all the litt le dicky birds: a line with 
variants) will have a little bit". 
toad 

I. the infernal inve rsion of frog : A. poison
ous: a. toad's blood (e.g. Juvenal: Sat. 1, 70) or 
its lungs ( id. 6, 659); Pliny 8, 48; b. especially 
the land-toad is poisonous; B. the Devil himself: 
a. in medieval representat ions of exorcisms 
toads are seen escaping from the mouths of the 
possessed; b. it has the same kind of eye as the 
Basilisk ; c. the most awe-inspiring is the horned 
bram blc-frog (Pliny 32, 18); C. connected with 
witches (q.v.): a. a common witches' familiar 
and one of their usual transformations; b. a par; 
of the witches' brew in Mac. ; c. in Mac. 'Pad
dock' (perhaps a black frog) : it cries in times of 
danger ; D. vice : a . the steed of Avarice; b. toads 
hang from the breasts of Lust ('Luxuria'); c. 
e mblem of Pride ( swollen) a nd Injustice; 2. fer
t ility: amphibio us (earth + wa ter). like the 
frog; 3. \visdom and inspiration: sometimes the 
guardian of the T ree of Knowledge by a pool; 
4. lack of feelings : "O curse of marriage, Tha t 
we can call these delicate creatures ours, And 
not their appetites! I had rather be a toad, And 
live upon the vapour in a dungeon, Than keep a 
corner in a thing I love, For others' uses": 0th. 3, 
3; 

5. her.: three toads (erect, saltant) are found 
in the ancient crests of France; 6. folklore: a. 
favourable: it is lucky to meet one; Texas girls 
secretly carry homed toads to attract men· it 
has marvello us magic qualit ies (reducing a m~et
ing to silence, freeing a fi eld from sparrows and 
worms, a counter-poison, aphrodisiac, etc.) ; b. 
unfavourable : as a witches' famil iar (or the Dev
il himself) it may help one to become a witch , 
to acquire the Evil Eye, or to become a 'Toad
man' (with marvellous powers over horses, pigs, 
and women) ; th ey may hou se the souls of the 
dead ; 7. v. Wheatear and Toadstone. 
toad stone 

I. 'bufonite': formerly any stone likened to 
a toad in colour or shape, but the most valued 
were actually produced by toads: a dark grey or 
light brown stone coming from the heads of 
very old toads, and to be taken from them 
when they are dy ing; cf. "Sweet are the uses of 
adversity, Which like the toad, ugly and venom
ous, Wears yet a precious jewel in his head": 

AY L 2, l ; 2. folklore: a. lucky when worn as 
rings or personal ornaments; they change col
our, or sweat, if you arc being bewitched , or if 
liquid poison is near. 
toadstool 

I. sacred to Dionysus, who was Toadstool
god before he became tamed to Wine-god: toad
stools spring, not from seed, but from lightning; 
Dionysus was the son of Ligh tning-Zeus and 
Semcle; 2. connected with ecstatic visions: eat
ing them produces poetic-prophetic ecstasy; 3. 
as food for deer in their rutting-time: v. Deer. 
tobacco 

I. ephemeral pleasure, forge tfulness; 2. the 
Devil's weed: "hellish, devilish, and damned 
tobacco": R. Burton (Anat. of Mel.); 3. astrol.: 
related to the pla net Mars; 4. T.S. Eliot : ("Por
trait of a Lady") masculine escape into ex ternals 
from the too intima te scene;v. also Smo king. 
toe 

I. direction, a man's "way" of life: the great 
toes of the Levites were ,anoin ted; 2. ray of 
light , phallus (cf. f oot); 3. O.T.: the cutting of 
thu mbs and big toes was a Near-Eastern way of 
incapacitating a warrior (e.g. Judg. I, 6); 4. the 
grea t toe in the mouth : self-contained, eternal 
circle (cf. snake biting its own ta il) ; 5. child
/ore: when the second toe is longer than the b ig 
toe you will become a fast runner. 
Tom 

I. name commonly connected with : a. a 
fool: e.g. "More know Tom f ool than Tom 
Fool knows" (p roverb); cf. "a sigh ljke Tom o' 
Bedlam" (Lear l , 2); b. peepi ng: v. Tailor and 
Godiva; c. (common in nursery-rhymes) a piper ; 
Tom Piper is also a character in the Morris
dancc (cf. Pan) ; d. Eliz:: a com mon name for a 
cat; 2. Scottish fixed taunting-rhyme for a boy 
called Tom: "Tarn , Tam Parker Went up the 
lum fa rten" . 
Tom Thumb (Hop o' my T hum b) 

in the story there are 7 sons: the eldest is I 0 
and the youngest 7 (perhaps 10 months, of 
which 7 fruitful) ; the youngest is the weakest; 
gold-pieces (often : fertility) from a debtor ar
rive with the children ; the hair of the eldest is 
ginger, like his mother's (fair hair is commonly 
connected with corn) ; thus they overcome win
tcr-f rost; the second tin1e (stone = seed, as 
much as crumbs of bread) they may be regard
ed as conquering Spring-frost; the story con
tains reminders of all gian t-killing stories from 
David to Odysseus: the giant ogre kills his own 
daughters early in the morning, because Tom 
had put the gold crowns of the daughters' heads 
(Germanic ch thonic underground goddesses of 

tongu e 

fertili ty?) on his brothers' heads, and their caps 
on the ogre-girls in the nigh t. 
tomato 

love: they a re also ca lled ' love-apples' (cf. 
mandrake). 
tomb 

l . the feminine, maternal: like all corpse
rcccivcrs, e.g. Vultu res; v. also Sarcophagus and 
Grave ; 2. the body and its fleshly desires, inhab
ited by the soul; 3 . transform ation ; involution, 
with the hope of regeneration (womb-tomb re
lation);4. finality; 5. the unconscious; 6. Danie: 
open naming tombs con tain the souls (gathered 
in sects) of the Heretics (Inf. C. 9); 7. D. Thomas: 
a. always related to the womb; b. the proper 

. place for a 'ghost-girl' (= drea m-girl) , who is no 
more than a shade. 
tongue 

I . eloquence, persuasion in love and war: a. 
fo r all her beauty Cleopatra's finest weapon in 
love and war was her tongue; for which reason 
she learned many foreign languages, so . she 
could do without interprete rs; b. "That man 
tha t hath a tongue, I say , is no man, If with his 
tongue he cannot win a woman": Gent. 3, I ; c. 
used in sacrifices chiefly to gods of eloquence; 
2. inconstancy, feminine weapon: a. " A wom
an's tongue is the last thing about her that 
dies" , a nd "A woman's strength is in her 
tongue" (proverbs) ; b. perfidy: in emblems rep
resented by a double tongue; 3. scanda l. lies, 
blasphemy: a. in an emblem represented as be
ing torn from a grimacing mou th; b. "The 
tongue breaks bone, tho ugh itself has none": 
proverb; 4. taste: in e mblems of the sense it is 
usually separated from the mou th ; 

5. phallus-substitu te: apart from expressing 
con tempt, arrogance, etc., a tongue thru st out 
is also a sexual challe nge; cf. D. Thomas below; 
6. related to trees (with prophe tic whisperings); 
cf. (We find) "tongues in trees, books in the run
ning brooks, etc.": A YL 2, I ; 7. "speaking with 
tongues": 'glossolaly' : a regular accompanime nt 
of the descent of the H. Ghost ; it was one of 
the ways in which the s tate of spiri tual ecstasy 
(probably related to the nabi-dance) was attain
ed: unintelligible "u tterances (resem bling 
drunkenness a rid all languages) fir st shown in 
the Apostles (Acts 2, 13), and later on in most 
of those they laid their hands on; the fact that 
this state was also produced in heathens was a 
proof that Christianity was also meant for non
Je ws; 8. Christian: emblem of martyrdom for 
those saint s whose tongues were cut out when 
they refused to renounce Christ; 9. D. Thomas: 
a. "tongues of burial" in his tomb-womb 
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tooth 

poems; b. "rainy tongue": pha llus; 
JO. combinations: A. split tongue: in child

ren's lore splitting of the tongue is often the 
punishment of talc-bearers; B. double tongue 
(often = A: connected with the serpent): a. 
g rief: "grief ha th two tongues, and never wom
an yet Cou ld rule them both, without ten wom
en's wit": Ven. 1007; b. v. 2, b;C. tongues are 
often cut out of monsters by heroes to prove 
they have overcome them (e.g. Pelcus in Apol
lodorus 3, 13, 3); D. clacking is a universal form 
of worshipping ligh tning. 
tooth 

I. primit ive weapon, c ruelty; 2. the fortifi
cat ion of the inner material man, just as the 
eyes arc the fortificat ion of the spiritual inner 
man; 3. guardian of the tongue: since Homer; 4. 
act ivity, especially of sex ual energy: a. G. 
Chaucer: a coltish toot·h = youthful, sexual de
sire (used by the Wife of Bath in her Pro!. about 
herself, so we cannot simply equate tooth = 
phallus); cf. "Your colt's tooth is not yet cast": 
H8, I, 3; b. G. Chaucer (id.): a gap-tooth is called 
"seal of Venus"; c. teeth-bites arc a genera l 
proof of the intensity of love on the partner's 
body; sometimes in the form of a cloud, some
times garlands, etc. ; d. the f'irst tooth set in a 
brace let keeps away pa in in a woman's private 
pa rts; 

5 . power : e.g. Perseus taking the tooth of 
the Graeae; 6. transcience: the tooth of Time; 
7. wisdom. divination: a. Horus is often por
trayed with a finger in his mouth; v. Finger; b. 
after eating the salmon of knowledge Celtic 
f.'ionn placed his thumb under a tooth when
ever he needed guidance; cf. "wisdom-tooth"; 
c. for its prophetic powers v. a lso Pliny 7, 16 ; 8. 
ingrat it ude: the toot h of the winter-w ind: A YL 
2, 7; 9. sorrow: "Fell sorrow's tooth doth never 
rankle more Than when he bites, but lanceth 
not the sore" : R2 I , 3; 

10. escape: " I am escaped with the skin of 
my teeth" : Job 19, 20; 11. Norse: Ymir's teeth 
became rocks; 12. Dante: the tooth-grip of Di
vine Love (Par. 26); 13. TS. E1iot: "the tooth of 
the dog": gluttony ("Marina"), referring to Ps. 
22, 20; 14. loss of teeth (psych.): A. gen
era l: fear of castration, failure, inhibition (in
verted as adorning oneself with teeth of con
quered animals: gain of power and potency); B. 
in dreams: a. in a woman: parturition; b. in a 
man: loss of semen; c. growing up (needed or 
ach ieved): connected w ith m ilk-teeth falling 
out; 

15 . dragon-teeth: Cadmus sowing dragon
teeth created a race of warriors: stirring up of 
strife; v. Dragon; 16. v. Bite. 
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toothpick 
Eliz. times: a sign of a well-travelled gentil

ity, and worn in the hat: All's W. I , l (also K. 
John I , I). 
top (toy) 

v. Dancer (for Yeats). 
topaz 

I. period: a. month: November; b. Zodiac: 
Sagittarius (or Leo, or Virgo, or Scorpio); plan
et-correspondence: Gem ini ; 2. it symbolizes: a. 
friendship and fidelity; integrity; b. divine love 
and goodness; c. ardent love and gentleness; d. 
wisdom; 3. virtues (extra potent because it is 
under the sun's protection): a. it promotes 
fr iendship and fide lity (to principles an d 
people); b. protection against witchcraft, po i
son, bad dreams, and nervous disorders; c. inte l
lectual a lertness: worn by medieval philosoph
e rs and students; d. it makes r ich and prom o tes 
recognition; 4 . Bible-references: a . con nected 
with the Cherubim (wisdom); b. on the Breast· 
plate of the High-priest (e.g. Ex. 28, 17) it holds 
the seco.ud position: the tribe of Simeon; it is 
also found on the Man from Parad ise (Eze. 28, 
13); the translation may be wrong: Gr. 'topaz
ion' = chrysolite; R . Graves suggests the yellow 
ca irngorm ('anger'); 5, furthe r correspondences: 
a. colour: gold (q.v.) ; b. flower: chrysanthe
mum; 6. Dante: his forefather appeared to him 
as a 'living topaz' because of its golden reflec
tio n (Par. 15 , 85) . 
torch 

I. pu rifi cation : a. spiritualization through il
lumination and guidance; b. cautenzmg 
(wounds); 2. truth; 3. vigilance: sacred to ll es
tia;4. marriage: the hymenea l torch is an attrib
ute of Hymen. Eros-Cupid; 

5 . li fe transm itted from generation to gene r
ation; regeneration : a. genera lly in antiquity it 
is a bu ndle (often without fire even). related to 
the Roman fasces. the Eleusinian 'bakchos' 
(used side by side with the important torches). 
and the Egyptian 'bu ndle of life'; b. sacred to 
Demeter and Hecate; c. attribute of Eilcithyia, 
goddess of bir th (Pausan. 7, 23, 5); 6. solar, 
masculine emblem : a. Herc ules' weapon again st 
the Hydra; Dionysus is a lso the Torch-God 
(Lycophron 212); b. phallus; cf. Candle; Eros' 
cruellest weapon is his torch which gives lit t le 
light but can set the sun on fire: Moschus ()): 
7. d isco rd: a. attribu te of Eris. and emblem o f 
S lander; b. symbol of anarchy, revolution, and 
ultimate liberty; 8. twilight, deeds of darkness. 
betrayal; 9. Christian: a. Christ as the light of 
the world; b. martyrdom; 

JO. her. : a. science; b. fame; 11. an inverted 
to rch: a . death; on a tomb: ext inction of a fam-

ily; b. wit h a flame: hope of resurrec tion ; c. 
attribute of Fury , and sometimes o f Lust; d. v. 
also Day and Night; 12. torch-race : a . Greek: 
honouring Selene (the passage of moon light ); 
later in relay-races; b. modern: transmission of 
a heritage, wisdom; 13. v. Fire, Candle, etc. 
tortoise 

] . fertility : a. androgyne: round, female 
body and phallic head ; b. Egypt: a. hier.: 
'touch'; fecundity ; b. caution and foresight: 
(like the crab and the c rocodile) it predic t s the 
fertilizing rise of the Nile; c. Greek: a. sacre d to 
Hermes (as bringer-o ut o f the G races- fert ili1 y), 
Apollo, and Aphrodite (who is sometimes por
trayed standing on one); b. phallus; sacred to 
Pan (Pausanias 8, 54); c. it hatches its eggs 
through the nose; d. Zodiac: identified wi t h 
Cancer, symbolizing (involutive) chaos, with 
the hope of renewal of life; 2. chastity: 'Pudi
citia' has her foo t on a torto ise, because it never 
leaves its 'house' (as a chaste woman should) 
and does not talk: Plutarch (Adv. on Marr.); 3 . 
silence, sloth; but also an attribute or Industry 
(because of its endless efforts of overcoming 
difficulties); 4. emblem of earth (bottom side) 
with heaven (top); 5. longevity; they survive 
(on dew) where no o ther an imal can live; 6. 
psy ch.: (Jung) occasionally a theriomorphic 
symbo l of the Self in dreams; 7. her.: a. stead
fastness; steady, but slow, progress; b. glorious 
development of the fa mily ; c. invulnerability: 
the bearer will be a shield for his king; 8. folk
lore: (Pliny) a charm against wi tchc~aft; a living 
torto ise is prescribed as a cha rm to pro tect vine
yards from hail (ref. in Homeric Hymn to Her
mes); almost as un iversally useful in medicine as 
the Beaver and provides much magic besidl's 
(gif t o f prophecy, abating storms, e tc.). 
touchstone 

I. m yt h. : an old man once promised to Mer
cury not to tell that certain cattle were sto len, 
but d id so when Mercury returned in disguise 
and offered him more money, which was then 
turned into a touchstone " upon which t he o ld 
reproach still rests" (Ovid: Metam . 2, 690ff.); 
2. v. Stone. 
tourmaline 

I. period: a. October (beside Opal); some
times also connected with March; b. Zodiac: 
Pisces and Libra; 2. it sym bolizes: a. generosity, 
thoughtfulness; b. courage; 3 . virtues: a. a gen
eral promoter of health (both spiritual and cor
poral) and longevity, but especially effective as 
amulet against sore throats; b. it possesses in
herent warmth; c. bringer of happiness and 
prosperity to those born under its signs; d. it 
protects chastity; e. a favour ite among actors, 
artists, musicians, and poets. 

tower 

tower 
1. Egyptian hier.: height, aspirat ion, rising 

above common life; 2. supreme deity, salvation : 
a. Yahweh is t he high tower, the for tress and 
protection of his people, and the ir salvation : 
e.g. 2Sam. 22, 3 and 5 1 ; b. child-substitu t e fo r 
the death of the sacred sun-king: the young 
Trojan child Asyanax was thrown from the 
tower (by the Greeks), where he used to wa tch 
the fea ts of his father Hector, together wi th h is 
mother; cf. a lso 5 , b ; 3. ascent, phallus, world
axis, hope : "S trong as a tower in hope, I c ry 
Amen": R2 J, 3; cf. Ps. 61, 3, and Alchemy 
below; 4. man-correspondences: A. emblem of 
virginity: a. shut in a bronze tower Danae be
came pregnant of Perseus through Zeus' golde n 
rays; b. emblem of the Virgin Mary, wit h well, 
door, bower; she is the Tower of David and the 
Ivory Tower (v. also below); c. Celtic T uag was 
reached by a druid you th disguised in women's 
clothes when she was shu t up in a tower; also a 
common theme in fairy-ta les; cf. the crystal 
tower in Tourneur (Rev. Trag. 4 , 4) ; B. man in 
general: e.g. a. the windows representing the 
eyes or the mind; b. "the head's high tower" : 
Sir J. Davies ("Sight"); 

5. watch: e.g. O.T.: a . a watch-tower stood 
in the midst of a vineyard (e.g. Isa. 5, 2); thus 
Jerusalem in Canaan; b. the tower was often a 
cen tral fortified part of a town (e.g. Judg. 9 , 
5 l ff.); Abimelek was killed by a woman 
(moon?) throwing a piece of a millstone (cres
cent?) on his head from the top-roo m ; it is a 
common location for a moon or sky-goddess, 
e .g. Judith's 'private chambers' and Bry nhild 
and Kriem hild spying fro m towe rs; cf. also 
Hecuba; 6. imprisonment: e.g. 4, A, a, and c ; 7. 
refuge: Christian em blem for the refuge of sin
ners; 8. philosophical retirement: " let m y lamp 
at m idnight hour Be seen in some high lonely 
tower ... With t hrice-great Hermes, o r unsphere 
The spirit of Plato ... ": Milton ("II Penseroso ' " 
85ff.); 9. hidden truth, treasure, o r beauty : 
"Towers and battlements it sees Boso med high 
in tufted trees, Where perhaps some Beauty lies, 
The Cynosure of neighbouring eyes": Milton 
("L' Allegro" 77ff.); cf. the tower in La ngland 
(Pro!. to P. Ploughman); 

10. conscience: for the fortress of con
science: v. Anvil; JI. connected wit h witch· 
craft : e.g. in t he ballad the witch Alison Gross 
lived in a tower; cf. the enchantresses in Malory 
4 , 16f. (and 16, 12) ; 12. her.: solidity and strat
egy; 13. a/ch. : transformation and evolut ion : 
t he alchem ist's furnace was often sha ped like a 
tower; 

14. special literary references: A. Dante: 
The Tower of Famine, where, in his life, Count 
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tower 

Ugolino had been shut up with his sons and on 
whose bodies he had fed when they dled (Inf. 
C. 33); B. W.8. Yeats: a. man as a tower of 
words; b. intellectual isolation, platonic detac h
ment (from Milton: v. 8 above); c. the idea 
developed in Shelley's fragment "Prince Athan
ase"; d. aspirations of the intellect and soul 
self-assertiveness, the modern nation ("dead a; 
the top") ; e. masculine, but sterile (crumbling); 
~~I r~generallon and/through sex uality and pol-
1t1cs 1s possible; the Night (it is the opposite of 
the Winding Staircase, which is fem inine rnore 
optimistic, and gives form to the cru~1bling 
tower).; C. D. Thomas: a. connected with Steeple 
and Prison; e.~. the steeplejack is one who repa irs 
towers. m wluch tower stands for sexual experi
ence; b. connec ted with prison ; c. Christ as the 
Saviour: the tower of strength; d. connected 
with clock - time - death; e. "tower of 
words": a. the poet's pencil ; b. the Ivory Tow
er: v. below; c. the freudian tower (cf. Joyce 
and Yeats); f. " Do you not father me": a. rela
ted to the Tower of Babel; b. related to words. 
poems (cf. Tree of words); c. phallic; 

15. combinations: I. material: A. bronze 
!ower: v. 4, A, a; B. iron tower: a castle with an 
rro n tower stands at the entrance of Tartarus 
where the 'sinners' are chastised (Vergil : Aen'. 
6, 554); C. wory tower: a. the same as the 
tower of David : the neck of the beloved in SoS 
4'. 4 and 7, 4; v. also 4, A, b; b. philosophical 
~1thdrawal fro m the world: "Thought in her 
ivory tower gropes in her spinning": De La 
Marc ("Goodbye"); II. A. tower of Babel: a. its 
pu_rposc was to "make a nam e", thus preventing 
bcmg scattered (Gen. 11, 4); b. connected with 
the confusion of languages, disorder and dis
aster; 'bab-ili' (Gate of God) m isinter~reted by 
the Hebrews as related to 'balal' (= confound 
mix-up); c. an impractical dream; related to th~ 
Tower Struck by Lightning (q.v.) of the Tarot; 
B. tower of Darkness: death (fitzGcrald's 
transl. of 0. Khayyam's "Rub~iyat"); c. tower 
of Silence: the tower on which the Parsecs ex
pose their dead (v. Burial) to be devoured by 
vultures and the sun; Ill. A. Round Towers: the 
watch_-towers alo ng the Brit ish and Irish coasts: 
a. shnne of solar worship; b. surmounted by a 
crescent: androgyne (male and female, sun and 
moon); B. Crown of towers: emblem of an 
earth._ mother,_ and fertility-goddess as city
guard1an; C. twm towers: the gate to heaven· cf 
Twin Pillars; D. a tower producing music; i~ 
Megara, where Apollo's harp had once lain 
(Ovid: Metam. ~· 15); its king was Nisus, whose 
~aughter._ watc?mg a battle from the tower, fell 
m love WI th Mmos, her father's enemy; she cut 
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her. l'ad1er's lock (v. Hair, Purple Lock) on 
wh ich depended his life and throne: moon kill
ing the old sun for the young, new sun ; 

16. v. Castle. Spire. Steeple. 
Tower (Struck by Lightning) 

I. other names: La Ma ison Dieu (hospital) or 
the Capitol (in a deck where the tower 
stands beside a pillared round building); 2. usu
a lly represented: a (flesh-coloured) tower is 
struck at the top by lightning, which takes off 
its _crowned top; the lightning sometimes has a 
curiously floral shape; two persons topple down 
and all around the tower we sec the Yod-sym
bols (~eaven l y dew, etc_) or red, white , and 
blue disks suggesting a favou rable influence; 3. 
denotes: a. involution: materialism struck down 
by spiritual light in o rder to render regeneration 
possible; b. related to the Tower of Babic (q.v.); 
c. astrol.: Ca!fricorn (or, Scorpio), and Mars. 
toy 
. temptation: a. the Titans offered toys to the 
mfan t Dionysus; b. Achilles, given the choice of 
eit her jewels and va luables, or a sword , chose 
the latter; theme of the Hero's Cho ice; c. Eros 
accepting a golden ball with blue rings as a 
bnbc to make Medea love Jason. 
tragelaph ( usl 
. . I. a mythical animal, part-goat. part-stag; 2. 
it IS sacred to Artemis; 3. meaning: a. body and 
soul, material and spiritual life; b. generation 
and preservation. 
train 

in dreams: a. progress; fa iling to catch it 
then means: not coping with a situation· b 
human communicat ion: interrupted (sad f;rc: 
~~lls) o_r hastening to (a beloved); missing it: a 
failure m making the desired contact; cf. Sta
tion; c. <freud) = death; missing it: you will no t 
die (yet). 
tramp 

psych.: the personification of one's own 
primitive, instinctive, natural self: v. also Negro. 
Beggar, and Tinker. 
transvestism 

I . sacral, li turgical: A. to resemble the pri
meval Hermaphroditic deity, in whom sex had 
not yet been split up (v. also Hermaphrodite); 
e.g. at the festival of Frey(r) at least part of the 
male votaries seem to have dressed as women. 
a~d have ?ehavc_d conspicuously unmanly (not
wtthstandmg the strong tabu on . transvestism 
for men or women: it was a ground for divorce 
e.g. in 'Laxdaela saga' 34. 35); this suggests thai 
the god l"rey developed out of the pricst-king
husband relation to l"reyja, and that these two 
Va~irs may have been an androgynous deity, 
which was later spli t up; transvestism had been 

a common feature in Germanic myth for a long 
time: once the old god Thor was 'disguised' as a 
bride in order to deceive the giants to get his 
hammer back 'in his lap'; B. to resemble the 
deity (male or female) o ne serves: a. especially 
in Rome men d.ressed as women in order to 
attend the female rites, e.g. of Bona Dea; b. the 
priests of Cybele ('galli') wore long white albs, 
shaved their legs with pumice stone, curled 
their hair, and were made eunuchs (cf. Attis); c. 
Daphnb put on Chloe's pin_c crown. and she his 
c_loth cs while he washed; 2. sexual, orgiastic: 
When the sacral background has been forgotten, 
we see remnants of the old cult in e.g.: a. certain 
holiday-festivals: Christmas-plays, Ha)Jowe'en, 
Camaval; b. masquerade balls; c. Argive women 
wore false beards o n their bridal night; 3. 
psych. : a. identification with the beloved {ide
al) (wo)man, whom one fears, or does not 
know, or is incapable of approaching in person; 
b. identification with the mother (or father); c. 
the 'anima' (animus) in man (woman) grown 
beyond propo rtion (e.g. through schizophre
nia); d. a sign of homosexuality (and only then 
practised as a trap for othcf' homosexuals); e. 
overcoming a castration anxiety by identifying 
o neself with the phallic woman (v. Hermaphro
dite). 
trapezium 

l. sacrifice: the sign for an ox's head or a 
primitive axe; 2. an inferior fo rm: descending 
from circle (perfection) through square; it tends 
to deteriorate into a t rapezoid; 3. v. Lozenge. 
traveller-

1. characteristics: he is not recognized at his 
return, and, fmding his place taken by someone 
else, lea\'es a cryptic message only to be under
stood by a near relative, or he is recognized by 
a sign on his body; v. also Sailing, Journey; 2. 
types: e.g. Odysseus, the Pilgrim, Enoch Arden ; 
3. W. Blake: the sun. 
treasure 

I. in myth a treasure is generally fata l and 
transitory : it is stolen by evil forces and recov
ered by heroes; it has been explained as: a. sun
light; b. vegetative fertility; c_ 'hoard' is related 
etymologically with 'hidden' and female genit
als; d. it may have the favourable meaning of 
Multiplicity (as the opposite of the loose, un
unified coins of earthly desire, avarice, etc.) or 
its unfavourable meaning (avarice, materialism 
pluralized); 2. alch.: the quest for the hidden 
treasure = the Work; 3. psych.: a. the treasure 
in the cave: the Mystic Centre (Life) within 
man (with the Cave as a mother-image), the Self 
emerging (as the opposite of the mere Ego), 
being reborn, having conquered· the dragon of 

tree 

introversion, repression, regression, etc. of the 
stranded libido; b. any spiritual wealth: the vir
tuous hero conquers evil (e.g. the seven-headed 
dragon of the deadly sins, of the planetary in
fluences, etc.) with his god-given sword, or di
vines with his sacred hazel rod. 
tree 

I. general: 1. cosmic life: a. prodigious 
growth towards heaven, verticalisation; b. it 
connects the three worlds: its roots are in the 
underworld, its trunk on earth, and its foliage 
in heaven; c. the primigenial Tree of Life (v. II) 
is also thought of as growing upside down, with 
its roots in, or towards, heaven; d. as the Tree 
of Fate the world is seen as a cosmic tree hung 
with a net (q.v.); its starry leaves (or roots) 
.hold the records of past and fu ture, of destiny ; 
e. universal axle, ladder towards heaven; 2. 
vegetative life: A. perpetual regeneration, vic
tory over death, immortality: a. those that shed 
their leaves 'die in order to live'; whereas the 
evergreens are symbols o( the eternal spirit; b. 
disappearance into a tree, or hiding in a wood, 
or on the seashore, or being entwined by a wil
low-tree, or being born from that, is related to 
the 'hieros gamos', the marriage of heaven and 
earth, with rejuvenation (of sun-gods, etc.); B. 
organic unity, health, longevity ; 3. human na
ture: a. man as a microcosm: e.g. v. IV, B. 5, 
below; b. the bleeding tree:. "And blood shall 
drop out of wood, and the stone shall give his 
voice, and the people shall be troubled": 
Apocr. Esdras· 2, 55; c. greatness, kingship: the 
king is the top of the tree, protecting the roots 
that feed it (e.g. Per. I , 2); d. phallus, joy; 4. 
beauty, wisdom, poetry (v. VI, D); 5. justice: it 
was often dispensed under a tree, e.g. the Germ. 
Upstal-tree; 6. refuge: one of man's first homes; 
7. sacrifice and redemption, or punishment;e.g. 
in Christian art the Cross is often represented as 
a living tree; and it is related to any other form 
of hanging; 

II. the Tree of Life: with the Tree of Knowl
edge forming the Cosmic Tree: 1. it connects 
the three worlds (v. I, l), it sustains all things 
by its life-force, it is the judgment scat of the 
gods, it produces the food of immortality, and 
it typifies the year's cycle. and expansion in all 
six directions; 2. it often has a life-giving foun
tain at its foot, and fruit which is guarded a
gainst profanation by a monster (a dragon, ser
pent, lion, etc.); 3. it often has a bird in its top: 
e.g_ the Norse eagle, the Christian dove (H. Spir
it); 4. its sex: A. both sexes: a. feminine: lunar, 
the world of phenomena, the alchemists' Lesser. 
Work; b. masculine: solar: knowledge and 
death, the Greater-Work; B. mainly feminine: a. 
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tree 

llebn:w: v. IV, B. I, b; b. Greek: there arc tree
nymphs, and the tree is sacred to Venus; how
ever, there is a strong relation between trees 
and fert ility-gods (Odin hanging on the Ash
trce, Attis, etc.); 5. correspondences: 

A. parts animals colour 

roots dragons, serpents black 

tritnk lion, unicorn, stag, white 
bull, ram: elevation, 
aggression, penetration 

branches birds, esp. peacock, red 
dove, or eagle 

·B. as a pa th to the other world it is related to 
the sacrificial stake, the harp/lyre, the ship of 
death, drum, etc.; 6. its twin is the Tree of 
Knowledge, together forming a Gemini-sym bol ; 
cf. Pillars, Twin -; 

Ill. the Tree of Knowledge: I. the knowl
edge, supplied by its founta in or fruit, is guard
ed from profana lion, which causes fa ll from 
grace and death; 2. it is rela led to the prophetic 
(ree (e.g. v. IV, B, 2); 3. its forms: a. Hebrew 
tradition : a vine branch, an olive-tree, or a 
wheat-ear (then having the size of a tree); b. 
Greek: a fig-tree; c. Latin and Christian: apple
tree (perhaps fortified by the Lat. pun : mal
um-malus = apple-evil) ; d. Celtic: hazel; 4. the 
Arbor Philosophica = evolution, the growth of 
an idea; planting the philosophers' tree = intel
lectual stimula tion; 

IV. trees in various myths: A. Babylonian: 
the Tree of Life and the Tree of Truth are found 
at the East-gate of the Babylonian heaven; i~ 
t he G ilgamesh-epic in the "Garden of the Sun"; 
B. Hebrew: 1. there is extensive evidence of a 
tree-cult: a. adoration of trees was so curren t, 
that later it was even forb idden to build a grove 
of trees near the altar ( they were connected 
with the worship of Baal and 'the host of heav
en'); yet in Josh. 24 , 26 Joshua takes a great 
stone and sets it up under an oak, which was by 
the sanctuary of the Lord; branches remained 
the materia l for the Booths (Lev. 23, 40; Neh. 
8, 15); b. the aserim (asherim, q.v.): after the 
name of the Canaanite goddess Ashirtu (Ash
ratu , not lshtar-Ashtartc). who was a tree-god
dess, and whose symbol was a green tree; later 
the green t ree itself was called Ashera and oc
curred as a real tree or imitated and stylized in 
various forms; they are often mentioned togeth
er with the massebcs and sun-pillars (of Baal) ; 
king Manasseh even placed one in the temple 
(2Kings 21, 7); the goddess is often represented 
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as naked feed ing branches to two caprids ; c. it 
is represented as the world-tree in many places, 
e.g. Dan. 4, !Off.; d. magic was performed with 
trees: they were cast in the water to make the 
bitter desert-water sweet (Ex. 15); 2. prophetic 
trees: a. Abraham lived near the Mamre-oak 
near Shechcm (Gen. 12, 6); b. Jacob lived near 
one: Gen. 35, 4; c. Deborah ('bee') 'dwelt un
der the palm-tree' (here 'tom er' = cult-pa lm): 
Judg. 4, 5; d. Jael ('gazelle') lived near the oak 
of Zaanaim (A.V. has 'plain'): Judg. 4, 11 and 
l 7ff.; e. the con texts of the fert ili ty-hero Gid
eon is fu ll of trees: "and there came an angel of 
the Lord and sat under an oak", the holy oak 
of his father ; he built an altar there; st ill later he 
became (or had) a god of fert ili ty himself: with 
an ephod, moon-shaped ornaments, purple cloth, 
and 70 sons; these were all killed on 'one stone' 
by the oak of the pillar of Shechem ; his son 
(J otham) spoke a tree-parable to the men of 
Shechem; cf. also the menonen im =the road of 
the soothsayers' oak; 3. burial-place: Saul'< 
bones were buried under a tree ( tamarisk) in 
!Sam. 3 1, 13;4. preparation for battle: Saul sat 
under a tree (pomegranate o r tamarisk) in 
!Sam. 14, 2, and 22, 6; 5. symbol of man : a. 
the just is ' like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that br ingeth fo rth his fruit in his sea
sons': Ps. I , 3 (the opposite of the 'chaff of the 
ungodly); b. ' I sec men as trees, walking': Mark 
8, 24; 6. v. Swinging for the batim ('hangings'); 
C. Greek: many tree-cults seem to be related to 
the Hanging Goddesses (e.g. Artemis): the 
moon hanging in a tree; a lso in connection with 
Helen (Selene = moon), wife of Menelaos; D. 
Norse: Odin was yearly mutilated and crucified 
on Yggdrasil (v. Ash) and then resurrected; E. 
Celtic: a. the Seven Sacred Trees: a lder, apple 
(the noblest: immortality), birch, holly, hazel 
(or ash), oak, willow; b. v. Calendar, also for 
the Alphabet-correspon dences; 

V. A. a/ch.: l. a tree with the signs of the 
planets (metals): prime matter; 2. Diana's tree: 
silver ; B. psych.: I. mother-imago: hero/gods 
are incorporated into the maternal tree-trunk 
(e.g. Osiris into the cedar, Adonis in to the myr
tle); or he emasculated himself under one (Attis 
under the maternal pine); goddesses turned into 
trees themselves, and some of them together 
form a 'sacred grove'; the naked wooden pole 
itself is masculine (phallus, the animus in the 
female); 2. an ancient tree or plant may stand 
for the growth and development of psychic life 
(as distinct from intellectual life, usually 
symbolized by animals); thus the tree is related 
to the wings on the psychopomp Hermes, or 
Thoth as underworld figure; 3. the slow process 

of individuation; C. her.: a. justice; b. prosper
ity, especially the possession of wooded land; c. 
constancy in fa ith; d. emblem of fam ily-ran1ific
ations; the 'family-tree'; 

VI. specific literary references: A. Dante: a. 
the souls of the suic idal sinners have been turn
ed in to stunted trees, with withering leaves, and 
sat on by wailing Harpies (Inf. 13);b. v. Wood; 
B. W. Blake: the Tree of Mystery: false religion; 
C. W. 8. Yeats: apart from the general meanings 
of tree he has: a. the bare winter trees: sterile 
northern climes and times; b. the dual tree of 
the Mabinogion {e.g. in "Vacillation"); D. D. 
Thomas: " tree of words": refers to the scatter
ed leaves (poems) of the Prologue; 

VI I. combinations: l. tree + image: an im
age in the tree plays an important part in : a. the 
Isis-Osiris cult (he was overgrown with cedar; 
cf. B, I) ; b. Cybcle-Attis (he with pine); c. 
Kore-Persephone: a pine-tree was fe lled and an 
image of a youth was tied to the middle of the 
tree; d. Dionysus was also ca lled "Endcndron" 
('he in the tree'); e. from a tree Pcntheus (related 
to the snake through his father Echion = 
'adder') watched the Maenad o rgies and was 
first spo tted and attacked by his mother; t he 
pine-tree was felled with him in it: the t ree is 
again a symbol of the mother which 'bears' Pcn
theus; but the felling is at the same time castra
tion (cf. A ttis), since both activities are en
twined in the libido; 2. trees on churchyards: a. 
plan ted on graves they strengthen the soul and 
save the body from decay (esp. evergreens for 
vitality): they 'feed' the bodies i~ the under
world through food from the air and earth ; b. 
sometimes the souls of the dead enter trees, 
' living on' in those trees; the dead have to be 
commemorated esp. at the death of the vegeta
tive year, usually at the beginning of November; 

VIII. v. Days of the Week, Dragon, Faun· 
lain, Serpent, and individual trees. 
trefoil 

I . all tr iads and trinities (v. Thr ee); e.g. 
Zeus' horses and Artemis' hinds fed on clover, 
and both occur in a triad: Artemis as the Tri
form Mother-goddess, and Zeus with Poseidon 
and Hades; 2. foresight and inspiration: the 
plant is often praised by poets far beyond its 
beauty, because of its association with the 
G reat Goddess; 3. it may stand for Homer's 
' lotus', which is 'rich fodder for horses' (also 
associated with the Goddess as mare); 4. a cure 
for snake-bite and thus related to St. Patrick; 5. 
v. Oover, Shamrock, Cards (Playing · }. 
triangle 

I. any triad or trinity (v. Three); as repre
senting the Trinity it is essential to Gothic art; 

trident 

2. pos111on: A. the apex uppermost: l. mascu
line: fire, mountain, vert icalisat ion. godhead, 
infinity, pyramid (q.v.); 2. it represents latent 
strength when a ll sides arc equal, and evolutive 
movement when each of the legs is longer than 
the base ; 3. when the apex is cut off: air; B. 
apex down: I. feminine: water, moon, under
world powers; 2. with the apex cut off: earth; 
3. psych.: the triangle is the masculine half of 
the feminine (maternal) square cut diagonally 
(Jung); 4. combinations: A. two tr iangles: I. 
interlaced: a. the Magen David (v. Seal): Divin
ity, trinity in uni ty; b. fire and water, spirit and 
matter, man and woman, etc.: conjunction of 
opposites; 2. hourglass-w ise: the I-l and of the 
Egyptians: the North (Horus, an inverted tri
an gle) and the South (Seth, fire); B. triangle 
within a circle: I . man and woman; 2. trini ty 
and unity ; the ternary in the universe : t he spir
itual principle within to tality; 3. the area within 
this t riangle is the common hearth of a ll, and is 
named the Plain of Truth: v. Plain; C. circle 
within a triangle within a square: communica
tion: relationship (triangle) between the square 
(earth) and heaven (circle); D. a triangle on the 
head of Taunis: dedicated to Helios-Sun. 
trident 

I." origin: an endless number of specula
tions : a. thunderbolt, sacred tree, scarab, fish
spcar ; b. a solar globe + lunar crescent ; an 
Ashcra-stake + bande lets; lunar horns of conse
cration + solar obelisk; phallus + serpents; a 
crescent + name = neur-de-lys; a name in the 
lotus; c. teeth of a sea-monster; d. a corrupt 
version of a cross; e. a •neshhook of three teeth' 
was used by the priests for the offering: when 
meat was seething they put the hook in, and 
what stuck to it was their portion ( I Sam. 2, 
I 3ff.) ; 2. use: a. fishi ng-implement of sea-gods 
(esp. Neptune), which later became their a ll
round weapon (cf. Zeus' dou ble axe): it prod
uced n oods, earthquakes, islands, wells, e tc.; b. 
with a net it was the weapon of the Roman 
gladiator called 'rctiarius' (suggesting Uranus), 
whereas the ' mirmillo' had a {solar) sword; c. 
magic wand used in water-divining; 3. c reat ive: 
sym bol for the Tree of Life, phallus, etc.; 4. 
trinity, comparable with the three-headed dei
ties (e.g. Triform Diana) or monsters (e.g. Cer
berus); late r the symbol was considered as an 
inversion of The Trinity, and became a sign of 
multiplied hostility; 

5. sin: a. attribute of Satan; b. inversion of 
the three vital urges: possession (power, au thor
ity), lust, and vani ty, instead of preservation, 
reproducti,on and evolution ; 6. destruc tion: a. 
the opposite of the caduceu s; b. sea, storm; 7. 
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tripod 

psych.: attribute of the god of the unconscious 
and inv0lution; 8. her.: maritime dominion, or 
upper-class merchant. 
tripod 

l. the three-legged stool on wh ich the pyth
ia (receiver of the oracular warnings at De lphi) 
sat; on Roman medals the tripod is sometimes 
covered with a crow and a dolphin: symbols of 
prophecy, and of the dccemvir depu ties to 
guard the oracle of the Sybils and consult them 
at occasions; 2. solar: the three legs are the 
three 'moments' of the sun: rising, zenith , set
t ing; 3. a ritual vessel, often given as a prize at 
athletic Games. 
Tristram 

l. a famou s hunter and harper, horseman 
and swordsman ; 2. the dawn (or, spring, or fcr
t ility)-maid lseult the Fair, married to the old 
(sun and fertility) king Mark of Cornwall . in 
love with the king's nephew, the young sun
hero Tristram, dies with the lat ter, through the 
jealous gloaming (or harvest) maid !scull of the 
White Hands, whom Tristram marries in Brit
tany, having fled from Cornwall (or while fight
ing fo r King Howell of Brittany); the white sail 
of lseult the f'air's ship, bringing death to Trist
ram and lseult herself (with the further insist
ence on the colour white and fairness). may re
fer to winter-snow, a general 'white doom' (cf. 
'Mo by Dick'), etc.; 3. self-sacrifice in an unen
durable situation. 
triton 

l . originally there was only one Triton , but 
later (multiplied, as is the usua l fate of gods) 
they were made into attendants of greater gods; 
their attributes are a trident, a drinking horn , 
but most commonly a twisted sea-shell which 
they blow to calm or raist: the waves; according 
to Ovid they have the colour of the sea , with 
shoulde rs ove rgrown with shell-fish; their 
conch-blowing made the waters of Deucalion's 
flood recede (Metam. I , 330f.); v. also Pausan
ias (9, 20f.) and Pliny (9, 4) ; 2. an animal of the 
sub-anim al order (like sirens); 3. her.: a mer
man, usually accompanying Neptune; 4. D. 
Thomas: hanging by the weed (q.v.) from the 
hangman (q.v.)'s raft: embryo(= poem) gesta
ting. 
troll 

l. originally gigantic Norse ogres of either 
sex, with powers exercised in darkness; the men 
were skilful (subterranean) craftsmen, hunters 
in the dark, and awe-inspiring, extra-natural, 
chthonic guardians of fertility (t reasures); 
modern: similar to the lep.rechauns, they arc 
mischievous hunchback dwarves, with red hair, 
living in caves o r in subterranean dwellings; 
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they love dancing and somet imes substitute 
changelings for mortal children (like all fairies). 
trombone 

psych.: sex ual intercourse: moving in and 
out. 
trout 

l. Celtic: Cuchulain was conceived by his 
mother when she swallowed a mayfly (q.v.), 
and he was able to swim like a fish as soon as he 
was born (cp. Lugh): the young sun dancing on, 
or 'swim ming (q.v.) in' the water; 2. an erotic 
dance, imitating a trout squealing (by filling hi~ 

gills with air) while jumping, seems to have ex 
isted; 3. jealousy: "The jealous trout, that low 
did lie, Rose at a well-dissembled fly": Sir 11. 
Wotton ("On a bank as I sat fishing"); 4. sexual 
activity: a. trout = woman in : "13ut what's his 
offence? - Groping for trouts, in a peculiar riv
er" (Meas. I, 2); b. a trout "must be caught 
with tickling" (Tw. N. 2, 5); v. also 2; 5, pre
datory : "the preying trout our prey": Colton 
('To Isaac Walton"); 6. adaptability: a. the 
trout changes colour with its temporary habi
tat; b. stu bbornness in overcoming obstacles 
(like it s relative the Salmon) ; 7. proverb: " as 
sound as a trout" (or, roach). 
truffle 

surprise: Pliny (1 9, 11) calls them the great· 
est marvel of nature: springing up without 
roots; they are 'callosities of the earth', or a 
blemish, springing up after thunderstorms in 
autumn. 
trumpet 

l. fame (attribute), praise (the opposite of 
Cornet); 2. war, terror (attribute), death: "The 
trum pet's loud clangor Excites us to arms, With 
shrill notes of anger And mortal alarms" : 
Dryden ("Song for St. Cecilia's Day", 1687) ; 3. 
proclamation: a. "Be thou the trumpet of our 
wrath": K. John I , I ; b. at a criminal's execu
tion (e.g. in Rome) ; 4. rallying for war or 
peace-assembly; 5. instrument of the angels, 
especially at the Last Judgmen t ; also a cult
name for Athena (Lycophron 9 14) ; 6. connect
ed with animal horn: connecting the trum pet 
with Dionysus' drinking horn; 7. foundation of 
·' city (in Rome) ; 8. correspondence: a. with 
fire and water; b. with twin-peaked Mars; 9. 
Hebrew: v. Shofar; IO. D. Thomas : the poet's 
instn1mcnt. 
tube (underground) 

T.S. Eliot: a. the desert is squeezed in the 
tu be next to you (The Rock) ; b. acceptance of 
the boredom of the twit tering world, which is 
neither the way through ecstatic daylight, nor 
the one through the negative of darkness, to 
spiritual truth, yet freedom from the 11ractical 

desire of worldliness ("Burnt Norton", 3). 
tuber 

T.S. Eliot: potentiality of life: related to the 
hyacinth and the corpse 'planted' for resurrec
tion ("The Waste-Land"). 
tuberose 

l. a genus of bulbous plants of the Amaryl
lis family , native of Mexico, with white, fun· 
nel-shaped, and fragrant flowers in autumn and 
winter; 2. voluptuousness and dangerous pleas
ures. 
tulip 

1. declaration of love, eloquence, extrava
gance: a. "courtier, gay in clothes": R. Fan
shawe ("Now war is all the world about"); b. 
the exorbitant prices paid for tulips in the t 7th 
century; 2. renown, magnificence , spirituality: 
in the Fool of the Tarot-pack a purple tulip is 
sometimes found, signifying active spirituality; 
3. spring; 4. separation; 5. inconstancy, but also 
violent love: on the borders of the Bosporus, 
from earliest days, in spring the feast of the 
tulips was held in t)le serail of the Grand Seig
nior of Turkey; 6. Christian: Christ's chalice. 
tunic 

as an article of clothing nearer in contact 
with the body than e.g. a cloak, it stands for 
the soul, the inner self, in most direct contact 
with the spirit. 
tunnel 

l. hazardous passage; 2. a secret way into a 
house (e.g. for thieves), or escape; 3. psych.: in 
dreams: a. birth-trauma: the dangerous passage 
through the uterine tunnel with suffocation and 
fear associated with it; b. sexual intercourse. 
tunny 

l. sacred to the Mennaid (q.v.); 2. wisdom, 
sagacity: it knows the movements of the sun 
exactly, the shoals swim in a perfect cube, and 
are 'pilot-fish' since they tend to swim before the 
prow of a ship. 
turf 

Norse : making people pass under a semi
circle of turf, half cut loose from the earth, 
without bringing the arch 4own, played a part 
in: a. swearing of blood-brotherhood, with 
blood mingled into the soil (= being reborn 
from the same womb of earth); b. an 'ordeal'; a 
curious taunt suggesting ancient practices is 
found in Njal's Saga (119). 
turkey 

1. arrogance, pride, especially of the male 
ridiculously strutting before a female; e.g. 
"Contemplation makes a rare tur)cey-cock of 
him" (Tw. N. 2, S); 2. foolishness, lunacy; 3. 
senseless anger: 'as red as a turkey' (standing 
phrase); 4. folklore: a. American girls carry the 

turtle-dove 

beard of a wild turkey abou t to attract love; b. 
proverb: "Turkey, carps, hops, pickerel and 
·beer, Came to England all in one year" (the 
year 1520; a pickerel= a young pike). 
turnip 

I. a cool season crop, and often used as win
ter provender; it surpasses all other plants in 
utility (Pliny 18, 34) ; 2. charity; 3. D. Thomas: 
October wind punishes the land with fists of 
turnips. 
turquoise 

I. period: a. December; b. C'apricorn, Aqua
rius, or Sagittarius; 2. it symbolizes:earth and 
water; it is sacred to Isis and Osiris, who are the 
Lady and the God of the Turquoise; 3. virtue: 
a. it is the national Iranian protector against the 
Evil Eye, and brings good health; b. it improves 
good taste and refinement; c. it brings courage, 
success, and prosperity to men, and happiness 
and content to women; d. it strengthens bonds 
of friendship and warns the wearer of a belov
ed's infidelity by turning pale; it is sacred to 
love-goddesses (ref. in Mer. V. 3, 1); e. an amu
let for horsemen; f. to those born under Capri
corn it also brings ambition, foresight, and per
sistence; 4. folklore: the favourite colour of 
young girls. 
turtle 

I. androgyne: a female round shell com
bined with a phallic head; it is an attribute of 
Mercury (q.v. and Hermaphrodite); 2. the mar
riage of Heaven and Earth: a flat underside and 
a round dome over it ; in various myths it is a 
world-support; a trace of an enormous, devour
ing turtle is found in connection with Theseus 
(Apollodorus, Epit. 1, 2; Pausanias 1, 44, etc.); 
3. lubricity : resemblance to female sexual or
gans; Chelone, a nymph, ridiculed the marriage 
of Zeus and Htta, and as a punishment was 
thrown into the water and turned into a turtle; 
4. slowness: a. material evolution, the opposite 
of the flashy changes of the spirit; b. stagnation 
or involution, having 'Inverted' wings, and 
moving In chaotic water; 5. longevity; 6. si
lence, water; 7. safety: carrying its own house 
and armour ; 8. cf. Tortoise. 
turtle-dove 

I. affection and love: a. "The turtles cannot 
sing, and yet they love": Dyer ("The lo~est 
tree"); b. in a ballad a turtle changed at n1ght 
into a handsome young man, who lived with 
"Earl Mar's Daughter" for six years and one, 
and whom he took to his mother in a faraway 
island, over which, as a royal goddess, she was 
queen; her father wants to kill the bird that 
flies away, and returns himself with his 7 sons 
(as swans) and 24 other 'knight-birds' : they 
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tusk 

fetch the bride; c. in classical times it is the 
beloved of the parrot (the green bird), e.g. in 
Ovid (lier. 15, 39); 2. conjugal fidelity: "So 
turtles pair That never mean to part": Wint. T. 
4, 4; for the mean ings of purity and constancy 
v. J. Ford (Broken Heart 3, 2, and 4, 2); 3. joy: 
in Egyptian hicr. it represents the man who 
likes to dance and the sou nd of the flute; 4. 
plaintiveness: a. " I did mourn as a dove: mine 
eyes fail with looking upward": Isa. 38, 14; b. 
as a night-bird it makes all that hear them sad, 
o r even turn life into hell : "The Turtle then in 
Palm-trees mourns, Wh ile Owls and Satyrs 
howl; The pleasant Land to brimstone turns, 
And all her streams grow fou l": H. Vaughan 
("The Bird"); 

5. timidity , seclusion: it likes soli tu de and 
the desert (the opposite of the swallow) ; 6. 
harbinger of spring: the voice of the turt le in
dicates that winter is over and the time for love 
has come: SoS 2, 12; it is one of the earliest 
birds to return to Palestine; 7. gentleness, vic
tim or sacrifice: a. "O deliver not the soul of 
thy turtledove unto the multitude of the 
wicked": Ps. 74, 19, describing Yahweh's peo
ple as possible victims to the enemies; b. a tur
tle-dove was a burnt or sin o ffering for purifica
tion; 8. obedience to the laws (of Yahweh): 
they "observe the time of their coming" (Jcr. 
8, 7); 9. Christian (sometimes identified with 
the Dove): a. Christ, true to his spouse, the 
Church; b. the fertiliz ing Spirit. 
tusk 

J. offensive weapon and defensive amulet; 
2. a boar's tusk: in Britain placed in graves to 
sign ify immortali ty; 3. v. Boar and Tooth. 
Twelfth Night 

I. apart from being the last day o f the 
Christmas celebrat ions, its fest ivities correspond 
with rites celebrat ing the year's rebirth and the 
Saturnalia (q.v.); 2. Twelfth Night Cake: it con
tains a bean or a coin, and the person receiving 
it becomes the even ing's king or queen (cf. Sub
stitute King); 3. v. Epiphany. 
twe lve 

I. cosmic order: A. space: traditional com
passes have twelve winds; this idea (combined 
with t ime) was adopted by e.g. D. Thomas; B. 
time : a. the number of Zodiac houses; twelve 
months in a year; b. twelve hours of the day 
and night ; 

2. perfection, completion: a. it is the broad
est scope of all numbers, varying with the por
tentous number Seven (q.v.): 3 + 4 = 7, and 3 x 
4 = J 2; b. divisible by 2, 3, 4, and 6; c. a con
junct ion of (and so solutio n of) the dilemm a of 
three and three-plus-one; d. deity (3) multiplied 
by man's number (4); e. it sha res in the perfcc-
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tion of the Circle, the Cycle, and the Wheel : 
twelve is the 'highest' division of a circle; one 
often finds an inner threefold division and an 
outer fourfold one; r.· the lunar year left 12 
days between Christmas and Twelfth Nigh t, 
each of which days was the replica of one 
month of the year; this may account for the 
forfe it ing games with 12 stanzas, which arc 
common in Christmas e ntertainments; g. two 
dice total in 12; 

3. salvation, holiness: a. it is a very impor
tant number in connection with Christ: not on
ly the nu 111 ber of A pasties, but also the woman 
"which had an issue of blood twelve years" 
(Mark 5, 25), J airus's daughter "was of the age 
of twelve years" (Mark 5, 42), 12 sins (Mark 7, 
21 f.), e tc.; b. the Dii Maiorcs or Graeco-Roma n 
mythology arc an amplification of the 7 planets, 
Hermes being the l2th; c. the New Jerusalem 
has 12 gates, 12 colu mns, 12 fundaments, J 2 
Patriarchs of the Ancient Law, etc.; d. there 
were 12 wells at Elim (Ex. 15 , 27); e. the 12 
loaves of the Sanctuary (corresponding with the 
12 houses of the Zodiac); 

4. man: A. a group of twelve: about a dozen 
seems to have been the most effective num ber 
of people to create a fie ld of psychic under
standing; thus 12 became nearly related to the 
surrounding numbers of 11 and 13: the group 
might be 11 + the principal, or 12 + the prin
cipal; Ishmael was prom ised to beget 12 Princes 
(Gen. 17, 20f.), etc.: v. Thirteen; B. 6 dou ble 
agents constitute the power of man: ears, eyes, 
nostrils, lips, hands, feet; 

5. sun (apart from the time-elements in I , 
U): a. the Oak-king often had 12 Merry Men; 
moreover I or 2 sun-k ings (or substitutes) died 
in 12 months' time; so it also stands for sacri
fice and suffering; b. twice six golden rays gird
ed Latinus' temples, showing his descent from 
the Sun (Vergil: Acn. 12, 16 1 ff.); this is again a 
variant of the seven braids of Mi thra and Sam
son; c. Leucothoc, with whom the Sun was in 
love, had 12 maiden s (Ovid: Mctam. 4, 221); 

6. moon : there are 12 lunar months in a 
year (with variants: v. Calendar); 7. harmony, 
power, justice and temperance: the earliest 
code of Roman law was engraved on 12 tablets 
(cf. 3, c); 8. beauty, grace, mildness, etc.: furth
er qualities of pe rfection; 9. the ass: 12 months 
of gestation. 

twenty 
I. the number shares in the symbolism of 

Ten; 2. man: ten finge rs and ten toes; 3. wis
dom; 4. intensifier: e.g. "sweet and twenty" 
(Tw. N. 2, 3), "Good even and twenty " 
(Wiv. 2, I ); 5. indefinite number : in folk tales 
we often find groups of 20, or i ts multiples, e.g. 

"twenty thousand men"; 6. the Lydian harp 
had 20 s trings; 7. folklore: ever since the 1840 
e lec tio ns in the US, the presidents who were 
elected at a 20 year interval, died in office· : 
W.H. llarrison, A. Lincoln (assassinated), J.A. 
Garfield. W. McKinley (assassinated), W.G. Har
ding, F.D. Roosevelt, J.f'. Kennedy (assassina
ted). 
twenty-eight 

I. unlucky number: the last of the 4 x 7 
day (lunar) month; 2. Egypt: a. the age at which 
the sacred bull Apis was drowned; b. Osiris d ied 
at 28. or having reigned 28 years. 
twenty-four 

I . generally a lucky number: 2 X 3 x 4: 2. 
O.T.: /\. traditionally the O.T. had 24 Books: 
count ing the twelve m inor prophets as one, and 
also the two books of Kings, Samuel, and 
Chronicles, and Ezra-Nehcmia; B. a twenty-four 
division of the year: a. the num bcr of classes of 
priests fo r the 24 half-months of the year: 
1 Chron. 24, 7 - 18; b. when Elijah selec ted 
Elisha, the latter was walking beside a 'yoke' of 
oxen, and he was with the 12th yoke that pass
ed; so again 24 oxen for the year; C. the num
ber of thrones before God (with people ir 
white ra iment and gold crowns) in Rev. 4, 4f.; 
these have been explained as: a. 12 Apostles and 
12 Patriarchs; b. the 24 classes of priests; c. the 
Babylonian 24 sidereal gods: twelve of the 
North and twelve of the South. 
twenty-one 

I. absolute tmt h: (like 12) it connec ts the 
numbers I, 2, and 3: 2. lucky: ihc numbers 
totalling twenty-one arc the luckiest (e.j! . on 
bus-tickets) as the number is 3 X 7; 3. corn ing 
of age. 
twenty-seven 

as 3 X 9 (= 3 X 3) a num inous num ber in 
Rome, e.g.: a. there were 27 chapels in ancient 
Rome; b. the 27 'Argei' (puppe ts, probably re
placing earl ier human sacrifices) thrown in to 
the river o n May 14th (ref. Ovid: f'asti 5. 
62lff.). 
twenty-two 

I. genera lly unfavourable: a superfluity with 
regard to the lucky number 21 (cf. the same 
relation between eleven and ten), so: folly, ar
rogance; 2. related to the circle: the circum
ference of the circle when the diameter is Ho ly 
Seven ( the relation expressed by the sacred Pi) ; 
this may be related to: a. the number of trees in 
a Dru idic sacred grove (perhaps representing a 
sun-wheel); b. in the ballad "Robin Hood and 
his Meiny" we find: '"Robin dwelt in grecnc
wood Twenty year and two ; f'o r all dread of 
Edward our King, Again he would not go"; 4. 
the number of characters in the Hebrew alpha
be t. 

twins 

twilight 
I. the threshold of day and night , accompa

nied by its threshold-characteristics: a. of dan
ger, fear, etc.: e.g. in Ezekiel's symbolic repre
sentation of the flight of Zedekiah ( 12, 4 and 
12) the latter nccs in the twilight (whereas in Jer. 
39, 4 he flees 'by night'); b. perception of 
the new state; c. any ambivalence, anything (or 
any person) hanging or suspended; 2. evening
twilight: A. connected with the west (obscurity 
and death); su n-heroes often set ou t in a wester
ly direction at twilight, e.g.: a. Hercules to the 
Hcsperides; b. Perseus for ttie Gorgon's head; c. 
Arthur was wounded in the west, and healed by 
Morgana (= 'morn ing') the Fairy; d. Merlin bur
ied the sun in Mount Tom be; B. end of a cycle 
(with the hope for a new start): a. in man : old 
age; e.g. "In me thou see'st the twilight of such 
day As after su nse t fadcth in the west, Wh ich 
by and by black night doth take away": Sonn. 
74; b . season: autumn; Zodiac: Pisces; 3. D. 
771omas: "the twilight locks": vulva (locks of 
water and hair); so twilight = life (sex) and 
death; cf. W.U. Yeats: "love's twilit nation", 
which may refer to love-making at evening and 
in the morning; T.S. Eliot ("The Hollow Men" 
2) a lso has 'the "twiligh t kingdom' for this 
world, growing darker towards the threshold of 
the invisible; 4. Twilight of the Gods· the strug
gle in which the gods of light, fertil ity and 
goodness are overcome by the powers of dark
ness, evil, winter, etc. 
twins 

I . general: A. they represent two opposites, 
which, in the end, have a synthesizing, comple
mentary function, e.g. life/death, sunrise/sun
set, bad/good, hunter/shepherd, vertical moun
tain/horizonta l valley, etc. : a. the M1thraic 
twins. Cautes and Caupates, one with the torch 
upwards, one down, represent life and death, 
sunrise and su nset; b. fertility -kings (v. King, 
Sacred-) used to have a 'twin' (generally a rela
tive) who ruled with him for half a year (one 
for the waxing, one for the waning half-year); 
therefore any two brothers' relationship tends 
towards the funct ions mentioned , e.g. Cain and 
Abel, Esau and Jacob, etc.; twins often miracu
lously increase flocks: Jacob (of Laban), Apollo 
(of Admetus), etc. ; B. most famous twins are 
the children of an immortal father and a mortal 
mother ( the 'hieros gamos' between heaven and 
earth), e.g. Is is - Osiris, Mitra - Varuna , Apollo -
Artemis. Castor - Pollux, Romulus - Remus; C. 
as secondary deit ies they are usually in the serv
ice of a supreme deity; D. they often appear in 
~nimal form: a. birds: oviparous human birds; 
b. lions: one wild, one tame, day and night; c. 
horses: one wh ite, o ne black; 

2. they arc generally considered to have 
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twins 

s¥ecial p~wers, which give them an awe-inspi
rin~ numinous quality, which, in turn, is ex
plained as caused by twins being the result of 
adultery, especially with a demon-lover· 

3. combinations: A. twin lions: usuaily repre
sented as seated back to back, they are the 
couch for t~e. rising and setting sun in Egypt; 
therefore o .sms (god of sun, night and day, life 
and death) 1s Lord of the Double Lions· B. twin 
mountains: a. the nourishing paps of' Mother 
Earth; b. v. 3, A; and Mountain; C. twin steeds: 
p_ull the chariots of sun, moon, and dawn-dei
t!e~, e.g. of the Dioscuri (the Celestial Twins, 
n~ing to the relief of sailors in distress), of 
Cinderella; D. winged twins: sons of the wing
ed, cold Boreas (North Wind) and an Athenian 
maid: Calais and Zetes, who joined the Argo
nauts in their. quest for the Golden Fleece 
(Ovid, Metam. 6, 682ff.); 4. folklore: twins 
have a strong bond of sympathy, knowing when 
danger threatens the other, even though separa
ted (cf. Gr. Greene's story: ''The End of the 
Party") ; 

5. v. Two, Binary. 
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two 
1, polarity, diversity, dualism, (conjunction 

oO opposites: positive/negative, life/death, 
~an/woman; twins (q.v.); echo; shadow; reflec
tion (e.g. moon), etc.; 2. difference resistance· 
3. primordial matter: a. nature as opposed to it; 
Creator; b. Mother Earth as Magna Mater or 
wo~ankind in general ; 4. the stillness of e~uil
tbrmm, but also inception; 5. man's dual pow
er : arms, legs, breasts, nostrils, eyes, ears; 6. the 
number of messengers, spies, policemen, etc.: 
from the spies sent into Canaan, through the 
apostles sent out by twos (e.g. Mark 6, 7), to 
Hamlet's messengers to Norway; 7. unlucky: in 
Rome it was sacred to Pluto, god of the Under
world: the second month, and the second day 
of each month were dedicated to him. 
two thousand 

two thousand steps was the maximum for a 
Sabbath walk. 

u 
1. in Egypt the sound was probably repre

sented by a horned wasp; in the Hebrew alpha
bet 'vau' means ' hook'; Celtic: heather; A.S.: 
auroch; 2. symbolizes: a. the world-po t , the fe
male reproductive organs; b. a cup, a cauldron 
of plenty or of poetic inspiration; c. the form 
o r a horseshoe, or the classical shape of a mag
net; d. the receipt of a gif t , or loss; e. M.A.: 
grief, misery, our misery; 3. correspondence: a. 
season: summer solstice; v. Calendar; b. body: 
throat ; c . Tarot: The World; d. Zodiac: Pisces. 
umbrella 

I. dome of the sky ; 2. verticalisation: the 
cosmic t ree, the phallic father; 3. a sun-emblem; 
cf. Parasol and Sun-shade; 4. divine and royal 
power, protection; 5. mourning; 6. folklore: it 
is unlucky to open one when not needed. 
uncleanness 

I . religious: in general, unclean is what is 
charged with (dangerous, numinou s) magical 
powers, and therefore to be avoided (unless one 
is specially pro tected), so it is practically the 
same as tabu; moreover, i t also means that that 
object , animal, or person, is holy, slnce holiness 
is contagious; of the Israelites we may believe 
that, once the original meaning was no longer 
fe lt , they made ru les more stringent, e .g. the 
contac t with a corpse, which is literally 'stained 
by a spirit' (of the dead); 2 . ano ther form of 
' uncleanness' was caused by the Hebrew fear of 
lasciviousness ('impurity '), which, in turn, pro
vided the imagery fo r the description of idola
try. 
underworld 

I. the development of the Hebreo-Christian 
idea of Hell: originally the spirits of the dead 
were supposed to wander in a m iserable abode 
of forgetfulness ('sheol'), where, under the 
earth, they were in eternal darkness, doing 
nothing; then a distinction began to be made in 
the situation of the sinners and that of the just; 
later the though t of the Messiah introduced the 
new element of the resurrection, o r liberation 
from 'sheol'; by the time of the N.T. a positive 
punishment by fire awaited evil-doers (probably 
suggested by the place of constantly burning 
fire - of all first-born, including the children, 

and later of offal - near Jerusalem); this place 
was called Gehenna (Hinnom-valley); the just 
were then moved to Hades - Sheol ; v. also Hell; 

II. the Descent into the Underworld of Sa
cred Kings (q.v.) : I. forms: a. the king died a 
sham-death, while his substitute took over for a 
couple of days and then was killed, after which 
the sun-king rose again (m iraculously) from the 
dead; b. the fo rms in which this descen t is repre
sented range widely: from the obvious forms of 
Odysseus, Aeneas and Christ, to Jonah in the 
Whale, Daniel in the lion's den, and the Three 
Youths in the Fiery F urnace; 2. its meanings in 
na ture-myths: a. the winter-period (or scorch
ing summer-drough t), when nature 'withdraws' 
into the ground for a period; Hermes not only 
leads out the Graces (fertility) in Spring, but 
also brings back Persephone from the under
world to Demeter (Mother Earth fertility), and 
in his chario t "clave the deep air above them" 
(sea. world, etc.): " Homeric Hymn to Deme
ter"; b. the Night-crossing (q .v.) of the sun; 3. 
in Christianity: a. Hell: the place of crime and 
punishment; no redemption is possible here; b. 
Purgatory: pe nitence, expiation, and forgive
ness; c. Paradise-Heaven: to be reached via Pur
gatory, or directly (for those who died without 
sin); 4 . psych.: a. the T heseus-myth: Perilous 
and Theseus wanted to abduct Persephone from 
the Unde rworld (; regression of the libido into 
the unconscious mother-imago); they entered 
the chasm in the grove of Colonus (; vulva), 
but once having entered the wonderland of the 
innerworld, they (; their libido) got stuck, and 
they were unable to rise to the upperworld (; 
to enjoy the renewed fruitfulness one acquires 
when such a regression is overcome); b. the in
tegratio n of the collect ive unconscious which 
forms an essential part of the individuation pro
cess of the Self; c. the awareness of all po ten ti
alit ies of be ing; 

Ill. destiny: as future fertility lies veiled 
u nde rground, so does destiny: if the gods had 
sworn by the Styx even they could not undo 
their oaths (except those for love). 
unicorn 

I. general: 1. descriptions: a. they vary 
greatly, but most have a horse's body (some-
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unicorn 

times part-goat) and one (ribbed or spiralling) 
horn on its forehead; it is traditionally said to 
be white, but esoteric writings represent it as 
having a white body, a red head, and blue eyes; 
b. the Greeks (e.g. Ctcsias) stressed the beauty 
of its ankle-bone; 2. its habitat: some believe it 
lives in India. some in Ethiopia, living on the 
Mountains of the Moo n ; it loves solitariness; 3 . 
its natural e nemy is the lion; this may be due to 
the lion being Africa's second most dangerous 
animal, or being a sun-emblem (the Unicorn be
ing a Moon-animal); a lion devouring a unicorn 
is already seen in Persepolis ; 4. its powers: a. its 
innate strength is tireless and invincible; Biblical 
references to this effect are found e.g. Num. 23, 
22; Dcut. 33, 17; there it sometimes refers to 
Joseph's stre ngth and that of his tribe, some
times it refers to Alexander the Great; b. it re
moves snake-poison: before any other animals 
dare drink from water in the morning, they 
await the unicorn's arrival; he makes a sign of 
the cross over the water with his horn, the n 
dips it in the water, and drinks; after he has 
thus rem oved the snake and n ight-poison the 
other an ima ls can drink too; he is said to have a 
carbuncle (ruby) at the base of his horn; cf. 
Deer ; 5. its capture: as a wild and fast beast 
living alone in the desert, he fights even h is ow~ 
kind (except in the season of rutting); he can be 
caught only by a virgin (at least a beautiful 
girl), prefe rably naked, who lures him by her 
virgin-smell; he falls asleep in her lap (often ar
tcr sexual manipulations) and weeps for joy; 
the hunters then step out and kill him ; 

II. interpretations: 
A. general: I. unified, absolute monarchy: 

a. stressing his courage, grandeu r, wisdom , 
nobility, justice, etc. ; b. from of o ld when a 
unicorn was caught or killed, it was taken to 
the kings, who were also the sole possessors of 
the alicorns; c. it is an attribute of sun-heroes 
(beside the lion); 2. a seasonal beast (according to 
Pliny's description: 8. 31): a. the horn: au tumn; 
b. the deer head: winter-solstice; c. ele
phant-feet: spring-equinox; d. lion's tail: sum
mer; 3. space: Pliny's description is also ex
plained as referring to the five divisions of 
space: the four corners of the earth+ the horn
zenith; 4. sometimes it is considered evil-na
tured, and an enemy of man ; cf. the descrip
tions in the Bible, where it is untamable, not to 
be made 'useful and good' (Job 39; Ps. 22, 21; 
29, 6; etc.); 5. pride: v. II , C, 2; 6. a/ch.: ambig
uou s (cf. 'Monstrum Hermaphroditum'): a. rela
ted to all primordial monsters; b. male activity; 
pure and penetrating force of 'spiritus mercuria
lis', associated with female passivity; c. the 
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Unicorn (=Spirit) seen in combination with the 
Wh ite II ind(= Soul; v. also Dc.:r) living together 
in the forest(= the body); 7. her.: a. the Royal 
Arms had the lion as one supporter of old; 
James I added the Scottish Unicorn ; v. Lion; b. 
knightly power, cou rage, pugnaciousness; 8. 
psych.: symbol of the spermatic Word or Spirit; 
9. trademark of chemists: to signil"y the pu rity 
or their goods; 

B. Christian: I. the Ho ly Hunt: Christ: a. 
the Unicorn(= unity with the Father), defying 
all powers of the world (while his kid-appear
ance suggests his co nnection with sinners), is 
humble before the Virgin, and then caught by 
the Huntsman (= the Holy Spirit, through Ga
briel) ; so the capture= the Incarnation; b. the 
Unicorn (= profane love) is caught by spiritual 
love; the Virgin then may stand for wisdom or 
spiritual integrity; c. Christ delivering himself to 
his enemies through the wo mb of the Virgin ; 
also in the Annunc iation scene: Gabriel with 
Mary, in whose lap a unicorn lays his head; later 
three or rour hounds (virtues) were added (e.g. 
Mercy, Truth , Justice, Peace): d. Christ as the 
Sword = the Word of God; 2. chastity: a. the 
unicorn (like the elephant, the stag, and the 
lion) was used in the 'virginity-test': if the ani
mal killed the girl she was no longer a virgin 
(the magical power of chastity): b. sometimes it 
just stands for sublimated sexua lity; c. as a 
chastity-symbol it is given to sa ints (e.g. St. 
Ju st ina) as an attribute; d. it is sometimes trans
muted into a white dove; 3. monastic life : 'puri
ty' and love of solitude; 4. steed of Faith; 5. 
death: v. Barlaam and Josaphat; 

C literary references: 1. ballad: in the de
scription of the castle of the proud outlaw Mur
ray we read: " In the fore-front o' that castle 
fair, Twa unicorns are bra' to see; There's the 
picture of a knight and a lady bright And the 
green hollin (holly) abune their bree (brow)"; 2. 
Eliz.: " he loves to hear That unico rns may be 
betrayed with trees" (Caes. 2, I) : in the 'Faery 
Queen' (2, 5) a lion foo ls the attacking unicorn 
by side-stepping fro m before a tree so that his 
horn gets fixed in the tree; the same story was 
told about the hunters; 3. W.B. Yeats: a cloud
palc unicorn, with eyes of aquamarine, carries 
ladies with closed eyes: p ity for what is lost; its 
beauty is th"c opposite of the raging troops of 
the Civil War; and hate of what is to come· 
both are symbols of unreal things; 4. T.S. Eliot:' 
('Ash-Wednesday') " Redeem The unread vision 
in the higher dream While jewelled unicorns 
draw by the gilded hearse": here the death
symbols represent world-banishment; as in a 
pageant you th and beauty remembered pass 

away (cf. Yeats); 5. W.H. Auden : "O Unicorn 
among the cedars ... White childhood moving like 
a sigh through the green woods, unharmed in 
thy Sophisticated innocence" ('New Year Let
ter'); 6. F.G. Lorca: "Unicorno gris y verde, 
estremecido, pero extatico": related to the 
moon, and sometimes believed to sym bolize 
homosexuality; 7. D. Thomas: "unicorn evils": 
t he worst and most painful; 8. I. Murdoch 
("The Unicorn"): the ambiguity of the fee lings 
of the other characters towards the imprisoned 
woman, mixing love-making with ideas of re
demption and religion; the labyrinth in which 
people get lost and the difficuJ ty of becoming a 
saint. 
uraeus 

I . t he word is dcr. from a Gr. word for 'of 
the tail', representing the Egyptian word for 
'cobra', but referring to the 'cobra di capello ', 
the terrible, sacred asp appearing on the heads 
of gods and kings, which spits flame and de
s troys the wearer's enemies; 2. fire, motion: at
tribute of Ra (the Pharaohs were 'sons of Ra'), of 
Set(h). e tc.; 3. sovereign ty, power over life and 
death; 4. pro tection;S. v. Serpent. 
Uranus (god) 

the reigns of the gods relate to the stages 
of the mind: I. Uranus: the unconscious (like 
Primeval Neptune): a. man's ancestral mem ory; 
b. la tent thought ; 2. Satu rn: consciousness, 
time, man as an ex istential being; 3. Jupiter: 
superconsciousness, t he in tuition of the super
natural and recognition of the celestial sphere. 
Uranus (planet) 

I. general: a. the 7th planet in distance from 
the sun; b. only discovered in 178 1 it is sup
posed by some to have c aused the changes 
which have since then take n place, and is con
sidered as standing for democracy and to be the 
emancipator; c. it passes through the Zodiac 
once in seven years, therefore influe nces gener
ations rather than men; 2. as the god Uranus 
engendered Saturn it represents celestial space 
creating t ime; 3. correspondence: t he age of 
mechanical invention and indust~ial revolu tion, 

Urthona 

but also rebellion and eccentricity; 4. character: 
A. favourable : revolution, independence, im
pul siveness, inn ova tors, reformers, inventors, 
technicians; bu t also magic ians, occultists, and 
astrologers; B. unfavourable: a. the planet is 
malefic especially to marriage (though a lover of 
truth); b. suddenness, change, excitability; C. 
famous persons (great dissent about the influ
ence of this relatively new planet): Annie Be
sant, f'r. D. Roosevelt; some believe that the 
WW-II inventio ns {esp. the atom-bomb) were 
due to "Uranus running amuck"; 5. Zodiac: it 
rules Aquarius (contending with Saturn). 
urine 

I. Greek: do not make water facing the sun; 
it is best to do it before sunrise, or after sun
down; when on the road either squat, or find a 
wall of an enclosed garden; but never urinate in 
the mouths of rivers flowing to the sea, or in 
springs (Hesiod: "Works and Days"); 2. folk
lore: (like blood and spi ttle) it has magical and 
healing powers; and is a life-index (showing the 
state of health of an absent person); fullers are 
the people using it most professionally . 
Urizen 

I. W. Blake: "your reason"; the opponent 
of Los, q.v.; 2. it is his ambition to reign the 
universe; therefore he constantly invades the 
North, where the Spirit dwells, blighting every
thing by tyrannical laws, false religio ns, petrify
ing the Invisible into the V isible; 3. he is re
sponsible fo r Creation, so= Je hova = Satan : the 
god fa lsely worshipped in this world. 
urn 

I. feminine symbol of containing: female 
reproductive e nergy; in Christian art: the Vir
gin; 2. purification , health : its vial aspect; 3. the 
cauldron of plenty, containing sacred blood, 
water, or wine; 4 . death, mourning : when con
taining ashes; 5. J. Keats: "Grecian Urn": the 
unmoved mover, immortal art moving in eternal 
silence. 
Urthona 

W. Blake: the Spirit (Los before the Fall) : in 
this world Poetry is its manifestation; 'earth
owner'. 
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v 
1. its history is identical with -that of the U 

(q.v.) till the 15th - 17th cent. ; it was also 
interchangeable with f, W, B, M; it is represent
ed here as related to Hebr. 'vau' ; 2. it symbol
izes: a. jo ining, support ; b. trial, hard work, and 
losses; c. twin-ray emanating from a godhead 
(or Moses); d. vic tory, or 'vie' (life); 3. corre
spondences: a. period: 22 or 24 years; b. Zo
diac: Taurus ; planet: Venus; c. body: nerves, 
brains; d. Tarot: the Lovers. 
vale 

I . connected with Hill. rather than Moun
tain ; 2. protected Li fe: " Along the cool sequest
ered vale of life They kept the noiseless tenor 
of the ir way": Gray ('Elegy', 75f.); 3. declen
sio n : " I am inclined Into the vale of years": 
0th. 3, 3; 4. gloom: ''Deep in th e shady sadness 
o f a vale ... Sat grey-ha ired Saturn": J. Keats 
("Hyperion" 1 ff.) ; 5. death : "That hollow 
vale": King {'Exequy'); 6. v. Valley. 
Valentine 

I. St. Valentine (fcbruary 14th) is a lover's 
festival, connected with the Roman feasts of 
the Lupercalia, or of Juno; it may be a general 
spring fe rtility-festival, inaugurated by the an
cien t belief that the birds choose their mates on 
that day: a. "for this was on seyn t Valentynes 
day, Whan every foul cometh ther to chese his 
make, of every kindc, that men thenke may": 
G. Chaucer (Pof 309ff.); b. fertility: "On St. 
Valentine's day will a good goose lay": proverb; 
c. an obvious day for love-divination ; 2. instead 
of the present exchange of cards, people drew 
lo ts to decide who was one's valentine, and gifts 
were exchanged, preferably gloves (q.v. as 
courting gift) ; 3. token of true love: "There's 
not a hair on 's head but ' tis a Valentine" (with 
a quibble on the character's name): 2Gent. 3, 1. 
valerian 

l. a he rbaceous perennial plant-family; the 
common valcrian, also called 'Garden Helio
t rope', has pink or white flowers; 2. though the 
smell is now regarded as offensive (a cat smell). 
its root used to be placed among clothes as a 
perfu me; the Romans used it as incense; 3. 
benevolence; 4. folklore: a. it provokes love; b. 
it was anciently called 'All Heal' because of its 
stupendous curative value. 
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v 
valkyries 

I. golden-haired women, with dazzling 
white arms. who wear armour and swiftly ride 
on horseback (winds ; sometimes said to ride on 
wolves) over land and sea; they are armed with 
spears and naked swords (" the fire of the Val
ky ries": sun-rays), deciding on the course of the 
ba ttlc, while they lead the selected heroes to 
Valhalla over 13ifrost (rainbow), where, at night, 
they serve the heroes mead, dressed in shining 
white robes (clouds); 2. t heir name means 
"chooser of the slain"; an A.S. re lated word 
was used for the Furies or witches; they may 
originally have been priestesses or the god of 
war (and fertility) ; they are sometimes repre
sen ted as the Norns, weaving on a loom of hu
man entrails. weighted with sacred heads; 3. 
they are associated with ravens as well as 
wolves. 
valley 

I . neutrality; 2. material growth, connected 
with vegetative fertility and (everlasting) spring: 
e.g. the Greek valley of Enna. where Persephone 
gathered flowers before disappearing; 3. con
nected with the shephe rd and the priest; 4. 
dea th : " Though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death ... ": Ps. 23. 4; in a context 
of death. mourn ing, and tears D. Thomas (in 
" A Refusal lo Mourn") uses the expression 
" the least valley or sackclo th" . connecting 4 
and 5; (Norse:) the 'va lley of thorns' is the val
ley o r the dead ; 5. the valley of tears: this 
world ; 6. the valley of humiliation: Bi.:nyan 
(Pilgr. Progr.); 7. the valley of decision : Jehosh
aphat: Joel, ch . 3; 8. the soul's secret retrea t , 
unknown to the enemy in the 'outer world': 
E.A. Poe; related to the Garden-symbolism; 9. 
the valley or love: " Love is or the valley": Lord 
Tennyson ("C'omc down, 0 maid"); JO. v. Vale. 
Hill, Mountain . 
vampire 

I. the body of a dead criminal (a blood
thirsty maniac, an excom municate, a suicide, 
e tc.), or of a person prematurely buried. or of a 
dead person restless fo r religious motives, which 
comes to life at night and must be fed on blood 
(the world-wid.: food of the dead, perhaps the 
origin o f bloody sacrifices). for which purpose 
the canine teeth grow lo nger than the rest ; they 

eventually suck their victims dry, who become 
enslaved to the orgasm ic nocturnal visits. and 
who in their turn will become vampires; some 
believe that vampires are demons inhabiting (in
nocent) dead bodies; 2. the idea is associa ted 
with witches, ghouls, bats, screech owls, wolves 
(lycanthropy), necrophilia, epidemics, succubi. 
etc.; signs of vampires may be a harelip, hair on 
the palm of one's hand, blue eyes, red hair, etc.; 
3. the idea of the return of spirits is akin to the 
beliefs of Hallowc'cn, All Soul's Day, C'ellic 
Samhain : commemorations held to prevent the 
jealous dead from returning; 4. vampires must 
be buried on crossroads (q.v.) and preferably 
with a stake driven through their hearts (or 
foreheads) to 'pin' them in that place; charm s 
against vampires are the usual charm s against 
witches, e.g. bells and lights, iron and garlic; 5. 
psych.: in dreams they occur in the aftermath 
of an orgasm, the feeling of 'being sucked dry', 
repulsive (because morally repressed) sex (or 
any other overwhelming emotion) due to the 
projection of the accompanying visceral 
changes; it is related to the dream-symbols of 
spider, crab. 
vase 

l. feminine symbol of containing: a. when 
holding water: life-so urce, cauldron of plenty, 
fert ility and growth ; it is used in rain-making 
ceremonies, and related to the H. Grail; b. like 
all containers of corpses (sarcophagus, vulture, 
etc.) a mother-symbol; cf. Urn; 2. holding the 
o il of wisdom, purification, and light ; 3. hold
ing sacred blood and ashes: death and sacrifice; 
4 . an attribute of: a. mother-goddesses. the Vir
gin, and Virgo; b. the t ribe of Simeon; c. Aqua
riu s, and water-deit ies. 
vegetation 

I. (esp. of trees:) the slow but steady 
grow th of materia l forms in the world of phen
o mena; cf. Plants. Herb (e.g. for resu rrection) 
and Tree; 2. love: " My vegetable Love should 
grow Vaster than Empires, and more slow": A. 
Marvel ('To His Coy Mistress'); cf. for the same 
author : Green; 3. D. Thomas: "vegetable eye": 
a. containing all seasons; b. fertile. 
veil 

I. in magic the veil has a function similar to 
that of the binding (or cutting) of hair: it 
'tames' a woman's magical powers, especially in 
her relation to her husband (cf. ICor. 11 , \Off.); 
2. truth : "Mark the doctrine which is concea led 
beneath the veil of the strange verses" ("so tto ii 
vellame degli vcrsi strani"): Dante (Inf. 9, 63): 
3. protection of (or against) a deity : a. as a 
symbol of something purely spiritual. and at 
the same time protecting ordinary man from 

veil 

the dazzling brigh tness of a deity; b. since 
Egyptian tim es a veil has been a shield of the 
supreme deity, who can see without being seen ; 
cf. the veil of the Tabernacle and T emple; 4. 
destiny, life and death : a. when we think or a 
mystery, we must first of all think of The Se
cre t of life-death-resurrection; b. "Lift not the 
painted veil which those who live Call Life": 
Shelley ('A Sonnet'); c. emblem of Hades and 
Death-goddesses; 

5. fertility, hidden underground: a. the veil 
is essential to earth and fertility goddesses; the 
Seven Veils a rc the seven gates of the under
world, perhaps related to the 14-month calen
dar; v. Ishtar fo r the Dance of the Seven Ve ils; 
b. no veils were worn by Hebrew women, but 
they were worn by the (religious) prostitutes 
(Gen. 38, 14); c. Deucalion and his wife had 
veiled heads a nd ungirt robes when they had 
been ordered by Them is (Universal Order) to 
throw the seed-stones behind them in order to 
crea te a new race of men: Ovid (Metam. I , 
380ff.); 6. the world of matter, the flesh: a. 
hiding transcendental truth (v. 2); b. blindness, 
ignorance: the Veil of Unknowing, under which 
daring Eve, who had been formed even but 
the n, did not want to remain: Dante (Purg. 29, 
27); c. a veil of unknowing is spread over all t he 
nations, which will be rent on the day of ven
geance (Isa. 25, 7); cf. the rending of the veil of 
the T emple (= C hrist's flesh) at Christ's death 
(e.g. Matth .. 27, 5 1); cf. also Blake, below; 7. 
chastity, modesty, virginity: a . an attribute of 
Hestia (Vesta); b. worldly renunciation: e.g. t he 
veil of nuns; 8. the heavens, especially at dawn 
and at night: a. light-rays or dew: attribute of 
Aurora; b. the starry web at night ; 9. mourning 
and atonemen t: hiding one's own life in order 
to prevent the dead from becoming jealous; 

I 0. rebirth: a veil is related to the cloths 
thrown over the heads of neophytes who are 
supposed to be invisible and reborn into the 
Mysteries; 11. M.A.: attribute of Prudence, 
who with veil but naked breasts, throttles a 
drag~n; 12. attribute of Hypocrisy: Lust ('Lux· 
uria') is represented as a woman whose veil is 
torn away by a man(= the Devil) ; 13. Greek : 
Odysseus was given a veil by Leucothca ( in I he 
fonn of a sea-mew); that white goddess (form
erly the mortal lno) gave it fo r him to tie it 
around his middle against dmwninir ll omcr 
(Od. 5, 346ff.); 14. W. Blake: a. the flesh, pre
venting us to sec transcendental truth ; b. the 
female womb; c. the veil of Vala: the veil of 
matter, which hides the internal, eternal beau
ty: freedom is now ensnared in a veil (which is 
rent by Albion-Man = nature-mystic ism) ; 
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vein 

15. combinations: a. a veil with animals: 
fecundity; b. a black veil: death's veil (3H6 5, 
2); c. a painted veil : v. 4; 16. folklore: a. a veil 
may be used to prevent a soul from leaving the 
body; b. v. Wedding. 
vein 

I. vital (male) energy: e.g. the word is a 
euphemism for phallus in Latin; 2. maternal 
links, that which connects us with the rest of 
creation: e.g. "You never enjoy the world a
right, till the sea itse lf floweth in ·your veins ... ": 
Traherne ('Centuries of Meditation' l , 29); cf. 
D. Thomas: "the dark veins of her mother" in 
'A Refusal to Mourn'. 
Venice 

the goal of the Italianate Englishman's trav
els, partly because of the quantity of prosti
tutes available: e.g. A YL (4, 1): "swam in a 
gondola". 
ventriloquism 

probably practised by the priests and priest
esses of oracles among the Greeks and Egypt
ians: a. the 'speaking statues' of the Egyptians; 
b. the Delphic women; c. perhaps also the girl 
mentioned in Acts 16, 16, who was exploited 
by priests for her gift. 
Venus (planet) 

I. the second planet in distance from the 
sun: a. the most brilliant 'star' at dawn and 
sunset; b. "The Lesser f'ortune", when com
pared with Jupiter as The Greater f'ortune; 2. 
relations with the goddess: a. beneficent, good, 
and giver of harmony; b. languid love, whereas 
Mars stands for aggressive, violent sex; at best it 
may stand for spiritual love; v. Star; c. it pre
sides over motherhood; d. in low form it stands 
for physical and mechanical existence; it also 
represents (genital) dew; e. when the planet is 
very bright it is 'bearded', making it a favour
ably androgynous being; it is unfavourable 
when not bearded; f. it is the Mistress of Fri
day; g. it is connected with Venus' eight-point
ed star; 3. correspondences: a. metal: copper; b. 
flowers: violet, rose, lily, and many fruit-trees; 
c. animals: swan, kingfisher, swallow, and tur
tle-dove; lobster, salmon, and dolphin; d. col
ours: yellow and blue; e. body: it rules the kid
neys and genitals, or the thighs in general; or, 
the right hand; f. age: adolescence;g. gift: beau
ty; sin: 'luxury', straying; 4. character: A. fa
vourable: a. love, imagimtion, the arts (esp. 
music), harmony and beauty; physical attrac
tion; b. generosity; c. it governs personal rela
tionships, especially in money-matters; B. un
favourable: a. a tendency to extravagance in 
card-playing, drinking, and lechery; b. indeci
sion; C. famous type: Brigitte Bardot (Libra 
ruled by Venus). 
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Vergil 
Worldly Wisdom, the opposite of Beatrice= 

Divine Vision: Dante. · 
veronica (flower) 

I. the British 'meadow-speedwell' is a small 
herb with bluish-mauve flowers and spiky 
leaves; 2. (womanly) fidelity. ' 
vervain 

I. though strictly speaking the vervain is on
ly one species of the extensive genus Verbena
ceae, the verbena and vervain have been t reated 
as identical (but the Agnus Castus has been list
ed .separately); they have slender spikes of pur
ple flowers; 2. myth. : a. Persia: sacred to the 
sun; b. Rome: sacred to Venus and Jupiter 
(male and female plants); c. Druid: (it was val
ued almost as highly as the mistletoe) when 
gathered under the Dog Star with appropriate 
rites, it is magical, inspiring, and healing; c. 
Christian: it was first found growing under the 
Cross, where it had sprung to staunch Christ's 
wounds, (for which reason it is also called 'Holy 
Herb', or 'Herb-on-the-Cross'); therefore it is 
used in sprinkling holy water, and it heals evils 
of all kinds; d. Norse: sacred to Thor; 3. en
chantment, hope in darkness; tufts of it were 
worn at national disasters, in holy ceremonies, 
and by embassies demanding rights in Rome 
(Pliny 22, 3); 4. marriage, faithfulness, and fer
tility: Roman brides had garlands of verbena; 5. 
sanctity: when on both sides of the fight the 
Rutulians and Teucrians (Aeneas' company) 
were preparing for the duel between Turnus 
and A~neas, they brought fountain-water and 
fire for religious rites, and they bound their 
brows with verbena: Vergil (Aen. 12, 120). 
vessel 

l. feminine symbol of containing: the 
world: a. the matrix where the ingredients 
(forces) are mingled; b. the wide vessel of the 
Universe: HS 4, Chorus; 2. man: a. general: 
man arbitrarily made by God as the Potter {e.g. 
Jer. ch. 18); b. human genitals, also male: "the 
vessels of the young men are holy": !Sam. 21, 
5; also l Thess. 4, 4; 'vessel' is a Roman euphe
mism for phallus; c. woman: the 'weaker ves
sel': !Peter 3, 7; 3. selection: the 'chosen vessei' 
{lit. an 'instrument of selection', with reference 
to Saul-Paul): Acts 9, 15; 4. the vessels of wrath 
and mercy: Romans 9 .• 22ff.; 5. treasures: "We 
have this treasure (= the light of God, perhaps 
ref. to Judg. 7, 16) in earthen vessels" (2Cor. 4 , 
7): either the light of God in human bodies, or 
reference to the custom of hiding treasures in 
vessels; cf. the earthen vessels Uugs) where doc
uments are stored in e.g. Jer: 32, 14; 6. her.: a. 
the honorary title of royal cup-bearer or meat
carver; b. a bailiff, treasurer, or keeper of the 

archives; c. liberality, purity, joy; 7. clashing 
brazen vessels are used to 'relieve' the moon 
when she is eclipsed: Ovid (Metam. 4, 332; v. 
also Eclipse); 8. v. Cauldron, Chalice, Cup, 
Grail, Urn, Vase, and other symbols of contain
ing. 
vial 

I. feminine symbol of containing: in Sonn. 
6 the mother, in whom her summer beauty is 
distilled ( q. v.) for hideous winter; 2. vials of 
{God's) wrath: the 7 plagues in Rev. ch. 16; 3. 
vials of oil {'ampullae') were the typical souv
enir of the pilgrimage to Canterbury (cf. Palm 
for Rome, Conch for Santiago, etc.) . 
vice 

in the old morality-play the Substitute-king 
(v. King, Sacred-): the 'vice of kings' (Ham. 3, 
4) later associated with the Devil ; his attributes 
were a motley garment, a cap with ass's ears, 
and a dagger of lath; there usually was a mock
fight with that ambiguous devil (part-King, 
part-Death), in which the Death-Devil carried 
off Vice on his back to Hell; Vice later descend
ed into the Jester (cf. Tarot), rather than the 
boorish Clown. 
vine 

1. sacred to deities of fertility: the vine is 
the first agricultural product (therefore stand
ing for general plenty): deities who taught 
' agriculture' were those who taught wine-grow
ing: e.g. Gen. 9, 20; Ps. 104, 15 ; Isa. 16, 8, etc.; 
A. sacred to the gods: a. to Osiris: ''Thou hast 
brought a vine out of Egypt":. Ps. 80, 8; b. 
sacred to f'lood-survivors: in the time of Ores
theus, Deucalion's son, a white bitch littered a 

-stick which he planted and which grew into a 
vine; cf. Noah, who is also connected through 
nakedness; c. sacred to Dionysus-Bacchus; d. 
Christ: " ! am the true vine, and my Father is 
the husbandman" {John 15, lff.), and "I a m 
the vine, ye are the branches" {J ohn 15, 5),etc.; 
B. sacred to the G reat Goddess as un
fa iling source of natural creation: a. the white 
goddess as bitch: v. I , A, b; cf. also: lcarius' 
dog Maera ('the glistening' , name of several an
cient bitches, e.g. Hecuba; it is related to the 
Dog-star) led Jcarius' daughter, Erigone {perh. 
'wine' or 'plentiful offspring') to the place 
where her father had been killed by shepherds 
for teaching tliem the use of wine; vine ripens 
in the Dog-days; cf. the sacred image of Rhea 
which the Argonauts made from a vine-stump 
(Apollonius Rhod. Arg. I, l I 17); b. it retained 
its feminine connotation, e.g. "thy wife sha ll be 
as a fruitful vine" {and thy children like olive 
plants): Ps.128, 3;v. 6; 

2. intoxication, inspiration, frenzied lust; 

vinegar 

e.g. the Egyptians called wine born of the blood 
of giants, because it provokes men to ~iolence; 

3. autumn: a. period of harvesting, joy and 
exhilaration; b. Celtic: the vine is connected 
with the month of September {2 - 29), the 
10th month, in which the autumn equinox 
falls; 4. resurrection: a. like almost any form of 
vegetative life; b. it is similar to the ivy in grow
ing spirally upwards {symbol of resurrection); it 
is intimately related to the ivy, e.g. through 
Dionysus' thyrsus; c. as 'eau de vie ' it gives 
eternal life and youth; d. it is sometimes a var
iant form of the tree of life, i.e. the ladder con
necting the three worlds; 

5. safety, happiness: the quiet possession of 
one's vine symbolized untroubled happiness 
{Gen. 49, 11); sitting under the vine and fig-tree 
signifies a safe life {e.g. !Kings 4, 25); 6. with 
the elm (q.v.): an ideal emblem of the hus
band-wife relation; 7. authority: a vine-wood 
staff was the badge of the Roman centurion, 
representing his power to inflict corporal pun
ishment (Ovid: De Arte Am. 3, 527); 8. He
brew: a. as one of Israel's most valued products 
the vine is the symbol of Israel in relation to 
Yahweh (which has become valueless and will 
be burnt in Eze. 15); the golden vine was an 
ornament of the Temple in Jerusalem; b. the 
tribe of Ephraim; 9. Christian: a . vine+ wheat : 
Eucharist; b. vine+ vinestick: fraternal love; 

IO. her.: a. hospitality, libe rality; b. happi
ness, truth, and belief; l l. W. Blake: friendship; 
12. v. Wine, Grape . 
vinegar 

1. bitterness, sadness: a. "As vinegar to the 
teeth, afl'I as smoke to the eyes, so is the 
sluggard to them that send him": Prov. 10, 26; 
b. as vinegar upon nitre (instead of oil, for 
soap) has a disag~eeable effect (frothing, etc.) 
thus arc the songs to an em bittered heart : Prov. 
25, 20; 2. the poor man's wine: a. vinegar mix
ed with water was a refreshing drink, e.g. for 
the field-labourers in Ruth (2, 14) ; b. it is atso 
mentioned as consumed by labourers and sol
diers in Rome; 3. final consola~ion: at the Cru
cifixion; vinegar with gall is mentio:ied by 
Matth. {27, 34) as having been offered to Christ 
as a pain-killer; some texts, however •. have 
'wine', and that might be correct, if 'gall' = 
'something bitter': wine mixed with a further 
intoxicant (e.g. the bitter myrrh Mark men
tions) was generally given by (aristocratic) Jew
ish ladies to those condemned to death, as a 
pain-killer; later on he was offered vinegar, as a 
refreshment {e.g. Matth. 27, 48); 4. Hannibal 
split mountains with vinegar: Juvenal (Sat. 10, 
153); cf. Pliny (23, 27); 5. medicinal:· it has a 
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vineyard 

cooling and a caustic effect, and turns hair red 
in one night. 
vineyard 

I. normally a place of joy, it will be turned 
into a place of wailing: e.g. Amos 5, 17; 2. the 
(female) body : SoS 1, 6; 2, 15; 8, l l f., etc. 
viol 

1. the 'viol' of the Bible was probably a harp 
(e.g. Amos 6, 5); 2. instrument of godless feast, 
belonging with wine and the 'pomp' of Babylon 
(Isa. 5, 12 ; 14, 11). · 
violet (colour) 

I . a transitional stage: between devotion 
and passion, nostalgia and memory, worldliness 
and spirituality, sleeping and waking, etc.; 2. a 
femin ine colour: a. connected with love; b. wa
ter and the Moon; 3. authority; 4. constancy; 5. 
mourning, humility , penitence (red+ blue); 6. 
Christian: the colour of Lent, the H. Week, Ash 
Wednesday; 7. T.S. Eliot: "the violet hour": 
dusk; in modern life the time to go home from 
the office (to. continue ou r sordidness at home 
and elsewhere). 
violet (flower) 

I. spring-revival ; 2. mourning, death-flower: 
a. Laertes says that violets will grow on Ophe
lia' s grave (Ham. 5, l) ; cf. also Per. 4, I; b. 
violets sprang from Attis' blood (or Io's 
breath); c. the death of fertility: Proserpina was 
gathering violets and white lilies when she was 
carried off by Pluto-Hades (Ovid: Metam. 5, 
392); 3. love: a. e.g. in Shakespeare, because of 
the seen t and because it grows where 'love 
keeps his revels'; b. according to Greek tradi
tion lovable breasts are 'violet-sweet' ('iokol
pos'), e.g. in Sappho; c. connected with Mother
ing-Sunday (4th Sunday in Lent); 4. faithful
ness, constancy: e.g. " I would give you some 
violets, but they withered all when my father 
died" (Ham. 4, 5); 

5. modesty, humble life, secrecy: "a violet 
by a mossy stone Half hidden from the eye": 
Wordsworth ("She dwelt among Untrodden 
Ways"); 6. watchfulness: e.g. in A.E. Poe they 
stand for eternal watchfulness through fear; 7. 
true virtue: "cleansed by the sun's rays": Meas. 
2, 2; 8. chastity: especially the white variety; 9. 
transience: a. "Forward, not permanent, sweet, 
not lasting, The perfume and suppliance of a 
minute": Ham. I, 3; b. "Fast fading violets 
covered up in leaves" : J. Keats_ ('Ode to a 
Nightingale'); 

IO. court-life, banquets, etc.: a. the "purple 
senator": Sir R. Fanshawe ('Now war is all the 
world about'); b. the court-favourites: "Who 
are the violets now That strew the gr,een lap of 
the new-come spring?": R2 5, 2; c. in Greece 
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garlands of violets were given to diners, to be 
replaced by fresh ones during the meals; its 
smell removes hangovers; 11. deities crowned 
with violets: Eurydice, the Pleiades, the Muses 
(Simonides); Pindar adds Athena; 12. her.: em
blem of the Bonapartists: when Napoleon I was 
banished to Elba, he said he would return with 
the violets in spring. 
violin 

I. passion: "Sharp viol ins proclaim Their 
jealous pangs and desperation, Fury, frantic in
dignation, Depth of pains, and height of passion 
l'or the fair disdainful dame": J. Dryden ('Song 
for St. Cecilia's day 1687'); 2. androgyne: (e.g. 
in street-ballads) a fem inine (stringed) body and 
a male bow-stick; 3. vegetative life: violin-music 
represen ts forest sounds in G. Lorca's "Blood 
Wedding". 
viper 

1. unnatural treachery, evil genius: ·a. (since 
Herodo'fus:) young vipers force their way 
through the bowels of their dam; ref. Th. 
Browne's "Vulgar Errors" 3, 15 ; Cor. 3, l ; I H6 
3, 1; Per. 1, I , etc.; cf. Pliny 10, 82; b. in the 
Bestiaries the young viper not only kills his 
mother at birth, but also feeds itself on its fath
er before it is born; 2. ingratitude: in Aesop's 
rabies the frozen viper stings the breast that 
warms it in pity; 3. one viper counteracts the 
bite of another; 4. when alarmed it swallows a 
pebble, which is magically potent afterwards 
{Pliny 29, 21); 5. v. Serpent. 
virgin 

I. myth.: 
1. virgin-birth (parthenogenesis): a. the 

birth of a (cultural) hero from a virgin: the hero 
(e.g. as Sun) is conceived at the spring-equinox 
(cf. Lady Day) when the virginal earth is fertil
ized by a sky or old-sun deity; the child is born 
at the midwinter-solstice (e.g. Osiris, Attis, 
Mithra , Hephaestos, Mars, Adonis, Christ); he is 
generally crucified or hung (elevation), or burnt 
(spirituali7.ation) in spring (again on March 25, 
the day on which anciently, Christ was said to 
have died) or at the summer-solstice; b. in 
myths he is the son of an earth-woman and 
a sky-god, so there is no visible father; the 
mother may go through the three stages of vir
gin (mother), wife, and Iayer-<>ut (v. Great God
dess); in practice the child may be the result of 
coition between a (fertility-)king (and his boon 
compa nions) and a college of temple-virgins; 
one of the children then born was elected for 
the office of king; c. among the Hebrews fTom 
of old the Messiah was supposed to be born of a 
'virgin' ('alm~h' = grown girl) and the father is 
not mentioned (e.g. Micah 5, 3), even though 

he is supposed to follow in the line ofUavid (= 
'ideal king'?); e.g. "Behold a virgin shall con
ceive, etc.": Isa. 7, 14 (and the next chapier); 

2. virgin-mothe1S: a. they are dawn, earth, 
or moon-goddesses whose virginity is renewed 
every morning (often rising from the sea), every 
year (in spring), or every month; they are ar
dent bathers; b. they themselves generally had 
been born miraculously, e.g. from the sea-foam 
{the piteous blood of Uranus), an unlikely part 
of the body (e.g. the head), etc.; c. the idea may 
have arisen at the cradle of many great reli
gions, the Near East (though traces are world
wide), where the 'Heavenly God..:ess', or the 
'Heavenly Virgin' (moon) was celebrated as 
Astarte, or in similar form; d. the parable of the 
wise and foolish virgins looks like a fertility-rite 
of ten months: 5 of summer and 5 of winter; 
the bridegroom (sun) will not go into the win
ter-months, who cry in vain: "Lord, Lord, open 
to us" {Matth. 25, 1-12); e. in the ballad of 
"Pair Mary of Wallington" virginity-death and 
birth are curiously related; 

II. virgin-tests: 
I. Greek girls were sometimes thrown into a 

pit with a poisonous snake; if she was bitten she 
had not been chaste; this is related to saints 
(male and female) who stood the test {of 
snakes, dragons, lions, etc.); the hero(ine) usual
ly took over some of the characteristics (e.g. 
the eyes) of the monster in order to overcome 
it (e.g. they had serpent eyes to withstand being 
hypnotized by snakes); 2. other ~nimals used in 
virgin-tests: lion, elephant, unicorn; 

III . meanings: I. innocence; 2. fear: I am 
"less valiant than the virgin in the nigh t": Troil. 
l , 1; 3. self-love: " like one of our French with
ered pears: it looks ill, it eats drily" {self-love as 
the most inhibited sin in the canon); 4. wis
dom: "the sage and serious doctrine of virgin
ity": Milton. 
Virgo 

A. general: I. the 6th House of the Zodiac, 
entered about August 23; 2. it is represented by 
an M and P closely linked; on astrological 
charts: a girl with a vase or a palm-leaf; 3. 
mythological: the celestial aspect of the fertil
ity-goddess (virgin mother and matter): a. 
Egypt: Isis; b. Babylon: Ishtar, governing the 
summer-solstice (before the precession); c. 
Graeco-Roman: Demeter-Persephone, Erigone, 
J ustitia who lived on earth before man sinned; 
d. Christian: the Virgin Mary; 

B. period of: a. summer sultriness; b. move
ment from the material back to the spiritual; c. 
the time of harvest, fulfilment, dessication; d. 
the birth of a (demi)god: the manifestation of 
the dynamic consciousness: 

volume 

r. correspondences: l. body : the digestive 
and sexual organs; according to Freud: anal 
complexes; 2. colour: grey or yellow-white; 3. 
element: earth; 4. planet: governed by Mercu
ry: connected with the number Six, and togeth
er forming the Hermaphrodite; for the Virgo 
conquering Leo: v. Strength (Tarot); 5. land
scape: the homestead; 6. Tarot : the Lovers; 7. 
quality: a. dry, cold, feminine; b. mutable, the 
most earthy; c. unfo rtunate; 8. symbol: David's 
Seal; 

D. patroness of: a. c ri t ics and craftsmen: the 
opposite of creators and commanders; b. Swit
zerland: watchmakers; c. Paris; d. cats; 

E. psych. : of those born under it: I. favour
able: a. common sense, a scientific and disci
plined mind; they can be creative; b. tendency 
to hoard things; c. tactful; 2. unfavourable: a. 
dry and cold, a rationalist; b. a fusser over de
tails, a discriminator, a perfectionist; c. melan
cholic; 

r. famous Virgo-type : Count Tolstoy. 
vitriol 

a/ch. (purposive ambiguity): a. the collective 
name for sulphur-compounds; b. the initiatory 
slogan of 7 words (planets): "Visita Interiora 
'Terrae, Rectificando lnvenie~ Occultum Lapi
dem" (Visit the interior of the earth, after sub
limation you will find the hidden stone). 
voice 

I. immaterial existence: from God's voice 
speaking from a c loud, to Coleridge's ''ancestral 
voices" in 'Kubla Khan'; 2. conscience: :'Me
tho ught I heard a voice cry 'Sleep no more!"': 
Mac. 2, 2; 3. W. Blake: the Word ; 4. combinat
ions: a. a "still small voice" is the breeze: the 
voice of the Lord after thunder and earth
quake: \Kings 19, 12; b. a voice in the morning: 
prayer: Ps. 5, 3; c. the voice of the bridegroom 
and the bride is a ·symbol of peace and joy in 
Jer.; d. a voice, or a cry, in the streets: wisdom 
(Prov. l, 20ff.); v. also Shout, Talking, etc. 
volcano 

I. the primary forces of nature; 2. the shud· 
ders or groans of chthonic deities; 3. destruc
tion sent by a deity as a punishment; 4. con
junction of opposites: the burning and the fro
zen; in a descending scale: air becomes fire, fire 
water, water stone;. 5. fertility brought by the 
fire of life, which is creative as well as destruc
t ive; 6. psych. : tremendous passions and emo
t ions, which may enrich us, if conducted along 
the proper channels. 
volume 

I. face: "Read o'er the volume of young 
Paris' face And find delight writ there with 
beauty's pen": Rom. I, 3; 2. memory: " And 
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vowels 

thy command alone shall live Within the book 
and volume of my brain": Ham. l, 5. 
vowels 

male principle: they activate the other let
ters. 
Vulcan 

I. a demiurge: one of the subterranean forg
ers of fertility or the sun (attribute a lion); for 
his lameness v. also Thigh, Heel; 2. the intellect 
rebelling: the anvil often stands for the brain; 3. 
a weak, materialistic, and corrupt soul: his 
lameness a punishment for opposing a Supreme 
Deity (Spirit); thus he is related to the Devil; 4. 
the patron of cuckolds ("Vulcan's badge"). 
vulture 

I. mother-symbol (sacred to the Great God
dess, q.v.): A. Egypt: a. all devourers (contain
ers) of corpses (sarcophagus, etc.) are sacred to 
the Goddess as compassionate purifiers; b. sacred 
to most mother-goddesses, e.g. to Hath or (female 
power in nature) with a head-dress in 
the shape of a vulture, and above it a disk and 
horns, or a vulture-head surmounted by the 
moon crescent, horns, or. the solar disk (cf. the 
Babylonian winged disk); the vulture is also sa
cred to Nekhebet (goddess of Upper Egypt);Gr. 
Eileithyia, Maat (feminine psychopomp) and 
Isis; the symbol was a vulture hovering over a 
king; c. there are only female vultures, fertilized 
by the winds ('pneuma'); cf. the mares of Lusi
tania; d. it is a talisman against scorpion-bites: 
the vulture's foot detects poison (like the Car
buncle); it is a natural enemy of serpent; B. 
Persia: vultures facilitate rebirfh on the Tower 
of Silence; C. Graeco-Roman: a. sacred to Hera 
and the Erinyes; b. symbol of Athena, who, 
unbegotten, sprung from her father's head: a 
virgin who only knows spiritual motherhood; 
D. general: a. it is deeply devoted to its young; 
b. an attribute of(mother) Nature; 

2. death and immortality: one of the aspects 
of the goddess; 3. augury: one of the birds 
whose flight was carefully watched; the proph
etic aspect of the goddess; 4. protection: (0.T.) 
seeing the Aegypto-Assyrian context one must 
believe that many references to Yahweh as a 
protective 'eagle' should be 'vulture'; 

5. fertility: a. as a mother, wind and sun 
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symbol; b. Egypt: the griffon-vulture (having a 
bigger wing-spread than even the golden eagle) 
was also sacred to Osiris, fertility-god; c. Rome: 
sacred to Mars (a fertility god before he was a 
war god) and Apollo; 6. righteousness: as such 
it was highly esteemed by Heracles: though it is 
very powerful it does not attack even the small
est living creature; 7. the highest flight and the 
widest vision: "There is a path (of Wisdom, or 
God) which no fowl knoweth, and which the 
vulture's eye hath not seen": Job 28, 7 (perhaps 
the reference is to a falcon or hawk); 8. the 
scorching heat of summer, fire; 9. punishment 
and remorse : vultures pluck the liver (seat of 
feelings) of Tityus and Prometheus (e.g. Ovid's 
Metam. 4, 4-57f., and 10, 43; Vergil's Aen. 6, 
595ff.); 

10. evil characteristics were attributed later, 
when its beneficent qualities were no longer felt: 
a. sedition (e.g. 1H6 4 , 3), rapacity, gluttony, 
hypocrisy, ruthlessness, the Devil; b. revenge: 
"To ease the gnawing vulture of thy mind By 
working wreakful vengeance on thy foes": Ti
tus Andr. 5, 2; 11. landscape: inhabitant of des
olate places: Isa. 34, 15; 12. in the ages (q.v.) of 
man: a woman of 70 with a distaff; 13. D. 
Thomas: "vultured urn": a. they unite death 
and sex; b. they are the urn of man's "morn
ing" in Eden; c. they watch over the "plains of 
carrion" of the "wholly lost". 
vulva 

l. emblems: a. a circle (all closed figures, 
e.g. capital D), an inverted triangle, a U-shape ; 
b. crescent; c. cow; d. lotus, etc.; 2. in patri
archal society regarded as the form of evil (v. 
also Woman), of which the evil influence must 
be counteracted by the favourllble (cross-)phal
lus; 3. the negative and passive principle; involu
tion; 4. virginity, and at "the same time the 
source of life, the cauldron of plenty, etc.; any 
regenerative power 1 (as the phallus may be any 
creative power); 4. for exposure of the vulva to 
the fertility-bull in Egypt: v. Bull; 5. psych.: 
male fear of heterosexual love caused by the 
fear of the 'vagina dentata': the supposed phal
lic envy of women, who will 'steal' a man's pe
nis by cutting it off with their toothed vaginas; 
6. v. Blood, Coition, Phallus, Sex, etc. 

w 
I. the character is a double V or U, which 

has been used since Norman times; it is related 
to the G; A.S. 'joy'; 2. symbolizes : a. any twin
format ion, e.g. Gemini; b. emotions, surprises, 
things held in abeyance; 4. correspondences: a. 
period: five years; b. body: liver; c. Tarot : The 
World. 
wafer 

l. a round sacrificial cake (often of unleav
ened bread, q.v.); 2. sacrifice to the moon-god
dess: v. Cake (Round - ), and Fig; 3. Christian: 
Christ as-1he divine victim. 
wagon 

I. a wagon plays an important part in gener
al mythology: a. the boat-wagon of Osiris, hav
ing a Roman equivalent in the ' carrus navalis' of 
the Saturnalia, in which the (substitute) fertil
ity-king (the 'Prince' as the manifestation of the 
god of plenty) was carried through the fields; v. 
Saturnalia, Ship, etc.; and cf. Cybele carried 
around the country-side by the 'galli'; b. the 
Norse counterpart is the wagon belonging to 
the Vanirs, Frey(r) and Freya, in which the 
(in)visible deity was carried out as a harbinger 
of warm th and fertility; dead kings were also 
carried round on a wagon before burial; 2. folk
lore: if a pregnant woman climbs over the tail
board of a wagon she may miscarry. 
wagtail 

1. amorousness; 2. attribute of Comeliness. 
wailing 

l. by a show of misery the jealousy of the 
envious dead is avoided; cf. Sackcloth; 2. the 
bewailing of a self-sacrificing fertility-god is 
done at midsummer or at harvest (cf. Tammuz), 
coinciding with 'the autumnal forms of mourn
ing and ancestor worship; v. also Weeping as a 
form of rain-magic; for women wailing for 
Adonis in Argos, v. Pausanias 2, 20. 
wake 

when accompanied by a festive party it 
may: a. prevent the dead from wandering; b. 
facilitate rebirth in this or the other world; c. 
prevent evil spirits from hurting or stealing the 
body which is often placed under the table with 
a plate of salt on the breast (v. Salt for counter
magic); d. make the deceased feel (s)he is still 

considered as 'one of us', to prevent harm being 
done by the envy of the dead. 
Wales (Welshman) 

l. on the 16th century stage the Welsh were 
often satirized for boasting; 2. family pride; 
'Prince of Wales': the regular appanage of the 
heirs to the English throne (at least since 1301); 
3. the Welsh a re related to the fairies; 4. their 
language is more than double Dutch; 5. thief: 
"Taffy was a Welshman, Taffy was a thief, etc."; 
this song is sung on March 1st, St. David's feast 
('Taffy' = David). when Welshmen-baiting is a 
rather popular sport of the English rabble; it is 
possible that the English also actributed fairy
qualities to the Welsh, fo r which Taffy's hat 
was 'poked with a pin'; 6. proverb: ''The Welsh
man keeps nothing .till he has lost it"; 7. "Welsh 
ambassador": the cuckoo announcing the mi
gration of Welsh labour into England for sum
mer employment; 8. emblems: a. leek (q.v.) , 
daffodil; b. a green dragon with a red breast and 
throat, or a red dragon on a green mount; c. 
patron-saint: St. David, q.v.; d. Sir Percival of 
Wales; e. th ree ostrich feathers are found in the 
crest of the Prince. 
walking 

a figure's status (divinity, etc.) or mood, is 
expressed by his or her way of walking: a. v. 
Foot; b. mincing and swaggering : a. regal: fertil
ity-kings (v. King, Sacred - ) often had a dislo
cated leg, resulting in a hobbling lameness (q.v.) 
and a foot resembling a bull's foot (e.g. 'Oidi
pous'); b. actors on the Greek stage wearing 
Dionysus' cothurni (v. Buskin); c. with buttock
waggling (e.g. Greek): lasciviousness (of prosti
tutes); cf. they "walk with stretched forth 

.necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as 
they go, and making a t inkling with their feet" 
(Isa. 3,16); d: walking fast over normally insur
mountable objects (mountains, water, etc.) is a 
characteristic of the wandering sun, moon, or 
wind. 
wall 

1. Egypt: elevation, rising above the com
mon level; 2. defence, protection, safety; the 
maximum safety imaginable is: a. a ·brass waH: 
a. Jeremiah opposing the whole land (Jer. l, 18 
and 15, 20); b. " ... within the hollow crown ... 
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wallet 

Keeps death his court. .. In fusing him with self 
and vain conceit As if this Oesh which walls 
about our life Were brass impregnable": R2 3, 
2; cf. Anacreon, also relating wall and crown : 
"But, alas, t~e crown of the city is destroyed"; 
b. a wa ll of fue: rebuilt Jerusalem will not need 
walls "For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her 
a wall of lire round about" (Zech. 2, 5); 3. 
matter, the outward body as the opposite of 
th.e .indwelling spirit : "Why dost thou pine 
w1thm and suffer dearth Painting thy ou tward 
walls so costly gay": Sonn. 146 ; cf. 2, a, b. ;4. 
prison; 

5. woman: a. the beloved is a defensive wall 
on which her brothers shall build a palace o; 
fo rt ress: SoS 8, 9f.; b. the whore Rahab's house 
(or inn) was on a wall: Josh. 2, 15; c . mo ther 
and war-goddesses wear wall-crowns to show 
they arc makers, nourishers and protcctresses of 
cities; d. psych.: mother-symbol; 6. wisdom; 7. 
salvation : the wall of Salvation has gates of 
Praise: Isa. 60, 18; 8. an enclosure with (bare) 
walls: lamentatio n, the world seen as a pit, a 
cavern, from which escape is impossible; 9. 
Wooden Wall: was pro phesied to prevent 
Greece from being occupied by Xerxes, which 
proved to be the Oeet at Salamis; 

10. D. Thomas: a. the female body o n 
wh ich men 'chalk'; b. the walls of the tomb 
(womb); c. the drawings of adolescents in urin
als. 
wallet 
... 1. female symbol of con taining; 2. memory: 

T ime hath, my lord, a walle t at his back 
Wherein he puts alms for oblivion':: Troil. 3, 3;. 
proverbial origin ; 3. v. Purse and Bag. 
walnut 
. l . hidden wisdom (like all nuts); t he Carya

tids were nut-nymphs Uust as the Meliae were 
ash, or apple-ny mphs, and the Dryads oak
nymphs);. there was also an Artemis 'Karyatis'; 
2. lo ngevity; 3. fertility: served at Greek and 
Roman weddings; Pliny: 'iuglans' ~ Jupiter's 
acorn; 4. astrol.: re lated to the Sun; 5. strength 
in adversity: a walnut tree "Must ... be cudgelled 
ere she bear good fru it": J. Webster (White Dev. 
5, I) ; 6. selfishness: its shade causes headaches 
in man, and damages any other plant growing 
u nder it. 
wand 

I. authori ty: a. a straight wand suggests di
rection. (guidance of power) and peace-making; 
b. attribute of kings and fa iries; in the Nibe
lungen-song a tiny wand of gold could make a 
man lord of all m ankind (Nib. 19); 2. conjuring; 
3. _phallus: in the hands of the jesters; 4. meas
uring; 5. Mercury's wand could bring, or drive 
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·away, sleep (e.g. Ovid: Metam. 2, 735); attrib
ute of any psychopomp, e.g. Hades; 6. folklore: 
"Cham1 wands": they are shaped like a walk
ing-stick, but made of glass with hair-lines or 
rods lilied with small seeds: they are hung in 
the house against witchcraft or fairies; 7. v. 
Caduceus and Thyrsus; the Wand is re lated to 
the Batun, C lub, Rod, Sceptre, Sta ff, Stick, etc. 
Wandering Jew, The -

I. in mythology we fi nd many 'cursed' kings 
ending their lives wande ring from city to city: 
e.g. Bellerophon, Oedipus, Jason; 2. in many 
cases their wanderings resemble those of the 
su_n (perhaps in winter), e.g. Dionysus, Heracles, 
Mlthras; moreover the name Ahasverus was 
taken from the sun-king in Esther (q.v.) ; 3. the 
character a lso shows affinity with Eternal 
Youth, the Wild lluntsman, Phantom Ships, 
etc.; 4. psych .: a. the imperishable side of man· 
b. the longing of the restless urge which neve; 
dies and neve r finds its objec t, especially the 
nostalgia for the lost Mother. 
war 

I. as WaT typifies the Cosmic Sacrifice war
deities are generally also fert ili ty-gods of the 
type of: a. Mars, god of fertility as well as (and 
perhaps, before) god of war; o ne season 'war
ring' with another, light v. darkness, good v. 
evil; b. one aspect of the Great Goddess: War 
and Death Goddess; therefore mother (city) 
goddesses are war-goddesses; cf. Venus' relation 
with Mars; c. the off-season for agriculture and 
war arc the same; 2. war brings involution as 
well as evolution, chaos as well as the order of 
unified power. 
warrior 

I. ancestor; 2. psych: forces of conscious
ness 'warring' within a personality; 3. warriors 
seen in the sky as portents of war: a. before the 
destruction of Jerusalem: v. Horsemen in the 
sky; b. before Julius Caesar's death: Caes. 2, 2. 
wart 

folklore: a. warts are directly associated 
with the Devil himself, or (through him as 
Grand Master) with witches: they are teats for 
suckling their familiars; b. therefore cure is of 
the utmost importance, which explains the in
numerable cures, usually by magical means, of
ten effected by 'transference': to beans, apples, 
toads, pc bbles, coins, trees, etc.; c. (Irish) : sex
ual potency (referred to by Yeats);v. also Mar
row. 
washing 

l. washing yourself: I . sun-kings often die 
while stepping into wa ter (sundown over wa
ter); v. Bathing; 2. moon-goddesses are great 
washers and bathers fo r purification and renew-

al of virgini ty (moonshine on waler); v. also 
Ablution; 3. purification from: a. guilt, in the 
case of murder, etc.; b. from ritual uncleanness 
incurred by breaking a ta bu; 4. as some of the 
spiritual essence of the bather passes into the 
water, (s)he changes for a moment, creating a 
momentary crisis; 

II. washer in a stream: (Celtic) a death 
omen; the washer may appear as a beautifu l 
maiden or an ugly hag washing the shroud of 
the person coming upon her. 
wasp 

I. generally unfavou rable: the inversion of 
Bee; e.g. they feed on Oesh, which bees do not; 
2. irritation; 3. petty danger: "from this day 
fort h I'll use you fo r my m irth, yea for my 
laugh ter When you are waspish" : ('aes. 4, 3; 4. 
love: Cupid is called Venus' "waspish-headed 
son" , because he st ings: Temp. 4, I; 5. Dante: 
ho rnets and wasps goad those sinners o n the 
Dark Plain who had been neither good nor bad, 
and wfrc outcasts of both Heaven and llc ll. 
Wat 

Eliz.: lhe commonest name for a hare. 
watcher 

I. the group of angels who 'fell' through as
sociation with earthly maids (e.!(. Dan. 4, 13): 
2. a prophet is a watchman in Isa 21, 6 and 8: 
3. v. Burial. 
water 

I . chaos water: a. 'prima materia'. from 
which all life proceeds; it may stand for the 
un created first principle as wcll ·as malerialism 
(the opposite of the spiritual desert); b. as the 
Lower Waters : a. the Fastern cosmic chaos
wati:r (' tehom') on which the earth rests; it is 
the enemy of Yahweh. and Liwyatan is its 
symbol ; b. actuality, the opposite of the fert ile 
hope of the Upper Wa ters; it is oflcn slcrilc 
(e.g. Ocean); c. all life-g iving Ouids: amniotic 
water, blood. saliva. semen (e.g. Isa. 48. I : "a rc 
come forth ou t of the waters of Judah"). etc. ; 
d. emblem of Earth-mother and most mothcr
goddesses: the Shulamitc. Isis. lhc Virgin Mary. 
e tc.; e. v. also Wa ter-pot below, Abyss, Chaos, 
e tc.; 2. baptismal wa te r: a. voluntary return to 
a chaotic state, involution; b. spiritual rebirth 
and regeneration; spiritual li fe: the waters of 
intuitive wisdom: the dynamic anima (cf. Jes. 
Shir. 15. 3); c. the flood has the same functions 
on a cosmic level; d. renewal of youth. awaken
ing of the 'sleeper'. restorer (of s igh t, health. 
virginity. e tc.), the giver of imm ortal ity : an em
blem of Christ and the objl·ct o f Om•sts: c. wa· 
!er-carrying prob. fo rmed an clemen t in the 
Eleusinian mysteries (of Demeter) : 3. transi-

water 

lion: a. the tluid element between the er hcrial 
(fire a nd air) and the solid (earth); b. between 
life and death: a. the rivers of birth and death 
(Styx); sun-kings dying when touching water (v. 
Washing); b. creation and destruction; c. sub
limation (cvolutivc evaporation) and precipi\a
lion (involutive fertilization) ; 4. dissolution: a. 
in Shakespeare water, melting, or dissolving in 
water stands fo r the dissolu tion of character (or 
death): e.g. R2 4, I , where Richard wants to 
melt "away in waterdrops", or Ham. I, 2: "O, 
that this too, too solid nesh would melt"; the 
Greeks feared death by water most of all since 
it kills the sou l too, which is of a fiery nature; 
c. weakness: "as weak as water" (phrase); 

5. purification: e .g. the "water of separa
tion'', whk h contains the ashes of a red heifer 
(Num. ch. 19), sometimes called 'dust', which is 
used to purify a man fro m uncleanness of con tact 
with the dead (v. Cow); 6. trial: e.g. the Trial by 

!Water in Num. (ch. 5) : water mingled 
wit h the dust of the Ooor of the Tabernacle (or 
from a special place in the Temple) was the 
subst;incc used for the trial; a woman accused 
of adu ltery had to drink it ; if she was guilty her 
thighs would rot and her belly would swell; or 
she might confess before; perhaps the water 
was taken from the basins in which the priests 
washed ; 7. instability, adaptability: i t assumes 
the shape of the vessel conta ining it ; 8. afflic
tion: the wa ter of afOiction wi th bread was a 
prisoner's diet (2Chron. 18, 26); 9. knowledl(e 
and memory. stored in the unconscious; 

I 0. soul; it can be a mirror of the soul, so 
that looking into water means (inward) con
templation; i I. the 'living water' : a. in the 
Messianic prophecies the living ( = running) wa
ter wh ich I le will bring arc his gifts (e .g. St. 
John 4, 14, which will never make thirsty a
gain); ii may even refer to the living waler and 
blood nowing from Cluist's side; b. there arc 
"living founta ins of wa1ers" in Rev. 7, 17 where 
the Lamb will drench the Blessed ; c. it was of
ten lhc hero's task to find water between or 
under clashing rocks: related to the Argonauts ; 
12. the water of Paradise: in a prophecy about 
thl' unending paradise (on earth) to come for 
Israel he says: "waters issued out from under 
the threshold of the house (the Temple) east
ward" (Eze. 4 7, I - 12); also in Joel (3, 18), 
whe re it nows into the valley of the sacred 
acacias: a lso in Zech. 14. 8. and the water issu
ing from the Throne of God in Rev. 22, 1; 13. 
the strength of a cou nt ry: rivers and 'seas' are 
generally seen as the power of a country (to be 
drk

0

d up by the Lord; especially the sea of 
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water-cress 

Egypt and the rivers of Babylon), e.g. Isa. 11 , 
15; 14. related to the Moon and the emot ions: 
Venus is born from Wdter: 

15. the masses: "The waters which thou 
sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues": 
Rev. 17, 15; 16. refreshment, joy; 17. falseness; 
inconstancy: "She was false (= fa ithless) as 
water": 0th. 5, 2; 18. a/ch.: quicksilver in its 
first transmutation; 19. psych.: a. the uncon
sciou s, in which monsters may be lurking to 
attack one's rational (safe) self, e.g. Crab (q.v.); 
b. the clearest mother-symbol (esp. as Sea); 

20. literary references: A. W. Blake: t he 
sterile waters of materialism and (spi ritual) 
death; B. W.B. Yeats: fru itfulness of the body 
and dreams; sea is " the drift ing indefinite bit
terness of life"; C. T.S. Eliot: a. fert ili ty 
( through 'death' by water, killing the burning 
thirst of lust), a lso providing the oblivion which 
is necessary fo r rebirth ('The Waste-Land'); b. 
the· subconscious: "Under sleep where all wa· 
ters meet" ('Marina'): D. D. Thomas: the face 
of waters, the sea of Genesis, the womb (e.g. 
"Where once the wa ters o.f your face"); 

2 1. combinations: a. bitter waters arc made 
swee t with wood: Ex. 15, 23-25; b. spilt wa
ter: we arc "as water spilt on the ground, which 
cannot be gathered up again": 2Sam. 14.14;c. 
stolen waters are sweet: Prov. 9, 17; d. water 
and wine: (Christian) Christ's humanity and 
divinity; c. water strained w ith a sieve: tears 
and rain; f. water-pot (v. Water-jug, Pot, etc.): a. 
the cauldron of plenty, the inexhaust ible worn b 
of mother Earth; the symbol U; b. all body 
fluids;c. emblem of Aquarius; cf. Vase; 

22. folklore : a. running water is often an in
superable obstacle for witches (e.g. R. Burns' 
"Tom O'Shanter"); b. prophetic wells oft en an
nounce (national) dangers by strange, deep 
drumming sounds. or dry ing up in ra iny weath
er; 23. v. Drowning, Lake, Ocean. River, Sea, 
Swimming, etc. 
water-cress 

I. a Hebrew side-dish, especially for Pass
over, so: renewal of life, rejuvenation. redemp
tion ; v. also Cress; 2. astrol.: related to the 
Moon. 
water-fly 

I. buzzing, busy futility, especially of the 
effeminate homosexual: e.g. Osric in Hamlet !5. 
2); 2. one of the smallest and least important 
creatures. ' diminutives of nature' (Troil. 5, J ). 
said by the homosexual Patroclus or the equally 
dubious T hersites; 3. v. Dragon-fly. 
water-jug 

I. attribute of Penitence, often with a rod, 
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on confessionals: cleansing of the soul; 2. with 
now ing water: a ttribute of Sea; v . also Water 
for Water-pot. 
water-lily 

I . t he name is often loosely applied to any 
floating plant with conspicuous flowers. but 
really forming a particular family of plants 
('Nymphaeeeae'); o ne of its species is the Indi
an Lotus (q.v.), another the Egyptian Lotus; it 
usually has 5 petals (v. rive); 2. purity: it is an 
anti-aphrodisiac; a single draught ca uses forty 
days of impotence (Pliny 25, 27; 26, 6 1 ); 3. elo
quence: it improves the voice; 4. the sun-vessel 
for the Night-crossing (q.v.); 5. fert ilit y; Christ
ian : charity: 6. astrol.: a. planet: the Moon; b. 
Zodiac: Pisces. 
water-mill 

T.S. Eliot: "a water-m ill beating the dark
ness" ('Journey of the Magi'): a. time; b. t he 
mater[~! world of phenomena, the opposite of 
the spiritual desert (q.v.), ferti lity; c. water 
(q.v.) +wheel (q.v.). 
wave 

I . re!(encratio n, physical and spiritual. right
eousness: " ... then had thy peace been as a riv
er. and thy righteousness as the waves of the 
sea": Isa. 48, 18; 2. feminine: a. because of its 
curving lines; b. the motions of female orgasm; 
c. materni ty and death (e.g. V. Wool!), or the 
womb-tomb: "a cavernous. swung Wave's si
lence": D. Thomas; d. associated with Horse 
('horses of the sea'); 3. the flux and reflux of 
life and time, cultural cycles, etc.: e.g. W.B. 
Yeats (v. also Gyrc); 4. associated with dancing; 
5. psych.: a. dreams; b. (esp. of the ocean
swell): the unconscious ( li ke Crowd); 5. v. 
Ocean, Sea, Water. 
wax 

I. fear : " my heart is like wax: it is melted in 
the midst of my bowels" : Ps. 22, 14; 2. evanes
cence: "as wax melteth before the fire , so let 
the wicked perish at the presence of God": Ps. 
68, 2; 3. secrecy: associated with the sealing of 
letters; 4. elevatio n : associated with Icarus, and 
through him with Pegasus; 5. hot love: "To 
flaming youth let virtue be as wax, And melt in 
her own fire": llam. 3, 4 ; v. Bee for further 
associations; 6. model : the 'mould of fo rm' ("a 
man of wax"): Rom. I, 3; 7. Oiristian : bee's 
wax as the opposite of tallow: the flesh of 
Christ ; 8. D. 711omas: death: undertakers filling 
the Vl.'ins with wax (and candles): 9. proverbs: 
a. "as close as wax"; h. "he ihat hath a head of 
wax must not walk in the sun "; c. "the same 
heat that melts the wax will harden the clay". 
waxwing · 

being a rare visitor to Britain an unusually 

la rge number of waxwings in a year predic ts 
war. pestilence, or very cold weather. 
way 

I. a 'strait gate' and a ' narrow way' lead to 
eternal life: Matth. 7, 14 ; 2. labyrinthine ways: 
"I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways Of my 
own mind": Fr. Thompson ('The Hound of 
Heaven') ; 3. for the 'primrose way' v. Primrose; 
v. Road. 
weapon 

I. a hero's weapon is usually unerring, god
given and the attribute of a sky-deity (e.g. sun
rays, thunderbolts, e tc.); they help to fight 
monsters outside and inside the hero; weapons 
often wound (punish) human beings of their 
own accord, e.g. the sword of Cam bysus stab-. 
bing him in the 'thigh' where he had stabbed 
the sacred bull: Herodotus (3, 64); 2. as weap
ons have a soul of I.he ir own, and may decide 
on a man's life or death at the next hazardou s 
encounter, oaths taken on them arc absolutely 
binding { 3. the relation between the weapon 
and the status of the person carrying it : a. 
sky-gods : thunderbolt and net; b. king: sceptre, 
staff, mace, and whip; c. knight: sword, spear, 
dagger; d. villa in: knife, poniard; 4. relation 
with the clements: a. fue: sword; b. air: sling; c. 
water: trident; d. earth: spear; 5. psych.: a. self: 
sword; b. mana: net, club, mace, whip; c. an
ima: spear; d. shadow: dagger, knife; 6. v. Arm. 
weasel 

I . general: a. it produces its young through 
the mouth: when Heracles was. about to be 
born. Juno. in fury, sent the goddess of child
birth to Alcmene, to make thi ngs difficult for 
her (by crossing her knees and clasping her fin~ 
gers); Alcrnene's faithfu l servant Ga lanthis (= 
Galen) fooled the goddess by crying Iha l the 
child was al ready born, so that the goddess 
sprang up. and changed her into a weasel be
cause she had 'sinned' through her mouth 
(Ovid's Me tarn. 9. 323); b. it is related to all 
'royal' anim als as a sucker of (even an cagk's) 
eggs: "For once the eagle England being in prey 
To her unguarded nest the weasel Scot Comes 
sneaking and so sucks her princely eggs": 115 I. 
2; v. also Bee; c. vigilance: it never sleeps; e.g. 
"to catch a weasel sleeping" (proverb): d. cour
age: (M.A.) only the weasel attacks and kills the 
Basilisk (cf. Cockatrice), when fortified with 
rue; an emblem for Christ; e. it is o ne of the 
witches' commonest familiars: a. one of the 
transformations of the Great Goddess; it is con
nected with Demeter, and as such prophetic; b. 
it was the favourite disguise of the Thcssalian 

weaving 

witches (in Gr.: 'artful o ne');c. especially when 
white they can also be incarnate evil spirits; 

2. slenderness; e.g. G. Chaucer ("Miller's 
Tale"); 3. bloodthirstiness, arrogant quarrel
someness (also due to an excessive amount of 
'spleen'): "A weasel has not such a deal of 
spleen As you are tossed w ith": I H4 2, 3; 4. 
avarice: o ne who is deaf to virtue and covets 
riches;· 5. killer of vermin: in Roman houses 
they were kept instead of cats against asps; ref. 
Luer. 307: "Night-wandering weasels shriek to 
see him there", when Tarquin is near Lucrece's 
door. 
weather 

D. Thomas: season: a. "ou tside weathers": 
outward reality; b. the past-present-future: so 
when the weather turned = when the present 
became the past; c. outer and inner changeable 
c li mate. 
weathercock 

I. inconstancy , frivolity, foolhard iness; in 
favournb le form: versatility; 2. showiness: e.g. 
Wiv. 3, 2; LLL 4 , I, etc.; 3. D. Thomas: a. 
paternal (v. the maternal bell); b. space, indica
ting the 12 winds and directions. 
weaving 

I. feminine activity: a. in Homer all the im
portant women are represented as weaving: 
Penelope, Helena (a double purple garmen t, in
to which she wove the battles fought abou t her: 
11. 3J 125 ff.), Circe is heard singing at her weav
ing, etc.; b. att ribute of th~ Pareae: the fate
spinners: c. Isis (who invented weaving) and Ath
ena are the Weavers; their woven garment, of
fe red to a King-hero, gave resurrection; d. the 
Valkyrie 'weave the web of the spear': decide 
who will be slain ; e. clouds arc often represent
ed as woven by a fertility-goddess; 2. the world 
of matter, creation, life, vegetation: a. the act
ive woof and the passive warp, together forming 
a cross; b. order and balance in nature; c. mat
ter as the ve il wrapping the t ruth; d. often in 
the form of a never-finished w~aving: constant 
growth and decay; 3. love: a "weaver of tales" 
(Sappho); 4. poetry: in ancient Greek lyric 
poetry poets are often represen ted as 'weavers 
of song'; 

5. mascul ine activity: a. Eliz.: weavers (like 
tailors) a rc only incompletely human ; moreover 
they arc give n to psalm-singing; b. bal
lads: when weaving is the masculine activity, 
spinning is the feminine: "And if I can but her 
favou r wi n Then I will weave and she shall 
spin"; c. connected with Gemini (cf. 2, b); 6. 
snare: connected with Spider ; v. also Cobweb; 
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wedding 

7. ladder to heaven; 8. peace and concord: e.g. 
finn ta_lking in Fl. O'Brien's "At Swim-Two
Birds"; 9. W. Bloke: a. undergro und the worm 
is weaving sexual s trife to dream s; b . women 
weave bodies, war, death, and religion; 

10. v. loom, Net. 
wedding 

I. being a transition from one state to anoth
er (in patriarchal society esp. for the bride) it is 
accompanied by: a. passage-riti:s. and the usual 
anxie ty concerning thresholds, etc.; b. name
changing; 

II .folklore: 
A. dress: I . it must have "somcthin!! old . 

something new, something borrowed, some
thing blue"; nowadays it is often the veil that is 
both 'borrowed' and 'old'; formerly often the 
shoes (q.v.) were old ; 2. it is generally conside r
ed a luckless challenge of the gods, envious spir
its, and luck, to wear the full dress before the 
actual wedding-day; 3. colour: a. one of the 
many rhymes: "Blue is true, Yellow's jealous, 
Green's forsaken, Red is brazen, White is love, 
and Black is death"; b. lucky colours: white, 
blue , s ilver, gold, pink, grey, fawn;c. blue: con
stancy ; at least "something blue" is required 
(though some think it is unlucky for the dress 
itself: "sure to rue"); formerly some blue 
'bride-favou rs' were worn: knots of ribbons 
loosely stitched on the dress for the guests to 
pluck off and the young men to wear in their 
hats (a re mnant of a denuding rite) ; 

B. procession : I. the bride must leave by the 
front door, stepping over the th reshold with her 
right foot foremost; 2. in a 'walking-procession' 
one must delude the envious gods or spirits by 
camouflage: the couple must not meet before 
church; 3. when a horse-drawn carriage is used a 
grey horse is most lucky; 4. luc ky omens: meet
ing a black cat , a chimney-sweep (q.v.), or an 
elephant; sunshine; 5. unlucky omens: a. a pig 
running across the road: a possible incarnation 
of the Great Goddess, who generally dislikes 
marri3!?es; b. seeing a funeral (even in the dis
tance) ; 6. Bll"ing the Woy: the bride (and 
groom, sometimes also the guests) encounter au 
obstacle (on leaving the church) over which 
they have to leap: a rope, chain , streamlet. 
churchwall, or a stone (the 'Petting Stone'); a 
toll (e.g. a drink) may have to be paid as well; 

C. ring: as a symbol of the bond (remnant 
of the bondsman's or woman's chain) anything 
happening to it during the ceremony may be a 
portent concerning later happiness; 

0. veil: a symbol of (hidden) fertility (cf. 
veiled goddesses); 

E. cake: sym bolizcs fe rtilit y and luck; the 
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bride mu st be the first to cut it (to avoid being 
childless); the husband may only help. 
weed 

I. disorder, defiance of every art and care: 
"noisome weeds tha t without profit suck The 
soil's fer tility from wholesome flowers" (R2 3, 
4): the state seen as a garden with elements of 
disorder in it; 2. a ll that is rank and gross: Ham
let's unweeded garden (I , 2); 3. folklore: weeds 
can never be completely eradicated. because 
they belong naturally to the land !like growing 
Stones); 4. v. Sea-weed. 
weeping 

I. fer tility7rite: a. weeping often accompa
nies the sowing of corn (as at a burial): both 
bewa iling the death of the fert ility-god, and the 
forcing of his return in spring; v. also Tear; b. 
sy mpathetic magic: making rain fall on the 
earth later on; perhaps Jcr. 3, 21 refers to it: 
weeping on the ' high places', which fits the de
scription of the 'multitude of mo untains' (3, 
23). though some translate 'on the desert road '; 
2. examples: a. O.T.: wccpini: fo r Tammu7. and 
Adonis and Hadadrimmon (Hadad is ano ther 
name fo r Rimmon. a Babylon ian thunder-god, 
who may have become a fertility-god: v. Pome
granate): Hadadrimmon is bewailed in Zech . 
12, 11 ; b. Greek : the Hyacinthia-feast began 
with a few days of weeping, bu t the last day 
was o ne of rejoicinit (it lasted from 3 - 11 
days); 3. Weeping Philosopher: Heraclitus of 
Ephesus, who wept when he beheld the stupid
ities of mankind; 4. weeping saints: a period of 
rain follows, if it rains o n their feast; in England 
especially St. Swithin (q.v.); 5. v. Wailing, Tear, 
etc. 
well 

I. baptism. purificatio n and rebir th , associa
ted with man as the Pilgrim: the well of Salva
tion: Isa. 12, 3; 2. truth : a. looking into a well 
deno tes contemplation; thus also the soul ; b. 
the numinous wisdom of the deep; 3. att ribute 
of the Great Goddess: a. prophetic: oracular 
wells; b. fe rtility: connected with Demeter, and 
an emblem of the Virgin Mary; with t rees it 
symbolizes the divine marriage (vulva and phal
lus) : the trees of lite shading the sacred waters; 
c. fo rtune: wishing-wells; d. healing through pu
rification; 4. time: (Germanic) the well of tim e 
feeds Ilic Ash (q.v.) ; 5. Hebrew: in winter they 
arc not fit for use because then they contain 
the blood of Jephthah's daughte r, whom he sac
rificed in midwinter (as the 'first thing he saw' 
= firstborn) ; 6. r:G. l .orca: a. 'pozo': relates 
the girl to the phallic fish : death ; b. 'a ljioe': 
passion without outlet. stagnant, death ; 7. v. 
Po1111tai11, Water. 

wench 
I. "Temperance (a freque nt name among 

Pu ritans) was a del icate wench": Temp. 2. I! 2. 
"as leaky as an unstanched wench" (Temp. I , 
I) ; unstanchcd = a. leaky, b. insatiable. 
west 

I. sunset, completion, darkness, and death: 
a. most religions place the land of the Hereafter 
in the WC'~t or the North ; thus in Egypt the 
'Westerners' are the dead; b. Christian: turning 
to the West in baptismal rites signifies renu ncia
tion of this world; 2. desire: hair is described as 
"vol d'une flarnme a !'extreme Occident de de
sire": Mallarme ('La Chevelure'); 3. correspond· 
ences: a. autum n ; b. the left half of the body; 
4. Dante: he enters the Garden of Ede n from 
the West : facing the sun (Purg. C. 28); 5. W. 
Bloke: a. liberty: America, repose or the sun. 
the ,Land of Promise; b. the body: closed by the 
cold sea of materialism; so 'Liberty of the West' 
= after death; 6. "Westward Ho! ": the cry of 
the wat\!rmen on the Thames about to put off 
to Wes{minster ; refere nce in Tw. N. (3. I), 
where Viola returns to her king; 7. v. Windrose 
for West-wind. 
whale 

I. one of the ambivalent symbols: A. Christ : 
a. through the Jonah-story the whale is related 
to Christ and his Resurrection; b. he lures his 
victims by his sweet, fragrant breath (cf. Leop
ard and Panther); B. the Devil : a. cunning and 
deceit (beside many other vices): shipwrecked 
sailors believe its back is an island and are 
drowned when it dives; b. brawn" without intel
lect, the brute force of nature; 2. sea and the 
world: a. whales are 'sea-shouldering' in Spens
er's "faery Queen"; often (like dolphins) found 
on maps to signify Ocean; b. the Ship of Life , 
the Mystic Mandorla (the intersecting circles of 
Heaven and Earth); 3. hell: in the M.A. its 
mouth often represen ts the Gates of Hell and 
its belly the infernal regions; 4. symbol of con
taining: a. the body contain ing the soul; b. the 
grave containing the body ; 

5. lust : "I knew the young count to be a 
dangerous and lascivious boy, who is a whale to 
virginity, and devours up all the fry it linds": 
A 'sW 4 , 3 ;cf. 9 below;6 . avarice: " I can compare 
our rich misers to nothing so fitly as to a 
whale: a' p lays and tumbles, driving the poor 
fry before him, and at last devours them all at a 
mouthful": Per. 2, I ; 7. 0.T.: the first animal 
mentioned by name (Gen. l . 21) in A.V. (oth
ers translate 'sea-monsters'); 8. W. Bloke: king 
of the realm of water, of matter: " in the 
South-sea, drinking my soul away"; 9. D. 
Thomas : the king of the sea of sexual passio n: 
a. its enormous phallic shape; b. rivals in love; 

wheel 

10. folklore: all large fi sh jumping out of 
the water predict a storm : "Sea-Giant whales 
T he watery mountains darted at the sky": 
Chapm an ('Eugenia') ; 11. v. Leviathan. 
wheat 

l. (with grape) wheat is the symbol of all 
agriculture and fert ility: a. it is one of the sea
sonal changes of Sacred Kings; it is an attribute 
of Saturn; b. attribute of earth-goddesses; c. the 
staff of life in the West; 2. abundance, harvest, 
death ; 3. the spermatic power of the Creator 
God, symbo l of the Logos (q.v.); 4. season: 
summer or autumn ; 5. 0.T. : during the wheat
harvest there was no raii:i or thunder, so a sign 
in ISam. 12, 17; 6. Christian: with grapes it 
sy mbolizes the Eucharist, Christ's flesh; 7. v. 
Corn, Confetti, Straw, Ear, etc. 
wheatear (bird) 

folklore: in general it is an unlucky bird as it 
is connected with the Devil and with toads: the 
la tter hatch out i ts eggs in its underground nest 
(as they do of the Stonechat and the Yellow
hammer); it is sometimes called the 'Horsc
match' because it may be seen flying alo ng the 
road beside horse-drawn carriages, which it 
races; it hides at the rising of the Dog-star and 
comes out again at its setting. 
wheel 

I. general: a. as one of the most elementary 
signs. it shares in the symbolism of the Circle as 
well as that of any Spiral or Cyclic movement; 
b. though a distinction may be made between 
an immobile Disk and a rotating Wheel, the 
former always tends to become the latter, thus 
also linking up with a Polar duality, a Triangle, 
a Cross. etc.; c. the rotating perimeter presup
poses an ' unmoving mover' in the Centre; 2. 
sun-emblem: a. the sun is often represented by 
a two-wh eeled chariot ; plus the Zodiac, etc.; b. 
v. Wheel of fire below ; 3. fate, fortune, life's 
vicissitudes, the revolving circle of ex istence: a. 
Nemesis (Lat. Fortuna) has a wheel, originally 
of the solar year, connected with the Sacred 
King, i!S a Nymph.goddess; b. "break all the 
spq_kes and follies from her wheel": Ham. 2, 2; 
4. time (usually with a division into 12) : the 
year's cycle and the day (clock); 

5."eternify (circle), the revolving heavens (or 
castle) of the universe; 6. occasionally female: 
a. moon-emblem; b. the typically feminine act
ivity of spinning, done by Jenny after Yu le 
(q.v.); 7. transcendence, progress, a rising wheel 
creating a spiral movement; 8. completion: any 
cyclic movement (e.g. Zodiac), but also the 
completed 'opus' of the alchemists; 9. torture : 
v. Wheel of Fire below; 

10. W. Bloke: mech.inistic Logic; 11. wheels 
within wheels : a. male and female; b. complex 
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Wheel(ot Fortune), The-

influences at work; c. Ezekiel's vision (Eze. ch. 
l); 12. the Wheel of Fire: a. the Ixion-legend: 
the oak-god King, emasculated of his mistletoe
genitais, beheaded by the thunder-axe, hung 
spread-eagled from a tree, and roasted after his 
ritual marriage to the cloud-rain goddess; b. 
fire-wheels rolled downhill at midsummer (rela
ted to a.) : the sun has reached its zeni th and 
must now go down; c. in medieval legends the 
punishment in Hell and Purgatory; the imme
diate source may have been the New Testament 
Apocrypha, but the image of torture on a burn
ing wheel (of Sun, life, etc.) is almost arche
typal in its world-wide distribution; d. " I am 
bound Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own 
tears Do scald like molten lead": Lear (4, 7); e. 
allribute of the Celtic thunder-gods (e.g. Ta ran
is) as sun-god (beside his thunder-spiral). 
Wheel (of Fortune), The -

I. other name: Nebuchadnezzar; 2. repre
sented: a. a hand-turned wheel, supported by 
two masts floating on an ocean (perhaps Chaos, 
from which all potentialities arise), with a 
sph inx (mys tery) over it; on one side a dog or 
baboon-like figure, on the other a monster ; 
both figures are partly dressed; the monkey-like 
sphinx carries a sword; the wheel turns coun
ter-clockwise; b. a monkey-like figure with a 
red cape, gold crown and drawn sword is perch
ed o n a naked tree-branch, which enters the 
picture high over a mountainous waste land; be
tween these a spokeless ring hangs suspended in 
the a ir, with a mouse going up on one side, and 
a draped clinging human figure going down on 
the other (counter-clockwise); sometimes the 
tetramorph fill s the corners; 3. · it is related to 
dualism, polarity, and number 11; 4. it denotes: 
a. irreversible fate , divine will ; the wheel moves 
within the compass of eternal unchanging real
ity; b. progress, success; evolu tion; c. balance 
(of power, of na tu re, e tc.); paternal sceptre; d. 
manifestat ion, fecundity; astrol. : Sun, and 
Virgo/Capricorn ; 5. T.S. Eliot: (''The Waste 
Land":) the rise and fall of fo rtune, and Osiris' 
judging of the souls of the dead. 
wheelbarrow 

I. labour, poverty ; in a nursery-rhyme a 
man has to bring his wife home in a wheelbar
row, be\:ause "the streets were so broad and the 
lanes were so narrow": she had had a fa ll and 
died; 2. suffering; 3. drunkenness: "as drunk as 
a wheelbarrow". 
whetstone 

• I. wonderful whetstones play an important 
part in German ic mythology: a. Odin set farm
labourers quarrelling over a wonderful whet
stone, with which he had secretly sharpened 
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their scythes (while on his quest to steal the 
mead of poetic inspiration from the giants) ; b. 
a 'stone' lodged in Thor's forehead after the 
duel with the giant llrungnir was part of a 
whetstone, with which the latter was armed 
(beside a shield); 2. Germanic sceptres often 
had this form ; 3. lying: "to deserve (or, lie for) 
the whetstone" = to be a great liar; a whetstone 
round the neck was a punishment for lying. 
whip(ping) 

I. fert ility: a. Egypt: attribute of the wind
god Min ; b. Greek: used in Zeus-cults, and an 
attribute of the Dioscuri ; c. Rome: a fertili ty
rite during the ·Lupercalia (v. rebruary and 
Scourge); attr. of Poseidon as controller of 
horses; 2. power, superiority, victory: a variant 
of Sceptre; 3. hunting; 4. punishment, e.g.: a. in 
Rome debtors were whipped; and Vestal virgins 
if they had let the fire go out; b. in Eliz. times 
the punishment fo r vagrants and 'sturdy beg
gars' (unlicensed actors ranked as such) ; ref. 
Ham. 2, 2; 5. phallus: e.g. in a street-ballad: 
"She bid me get into her chaise box, And drive 
forth both mild and discreet, And handle my 
whip with much judgment, etc."; 6. psych.: an 
at.tribute of the Terrible Mother: a. Ishtar pun
ishing the horse; b. attribute of Hecate as Herm· 
aphroditic witch-goddess and Terrible Mother, 
who 'steals' a man's masculinity qy preventing 
him from marrying. 
whirlpool 

I. passions, emotion s: (turning) wheel+ wa
ter ; cf. Whirlwind; 2. D. Thomas : a. the whirl· 
pool of the heavens; b. our fallen existence in 
the wh irlpool of time. 
whirlwind 

I. it shares in the symbolism of Wind, Spi
ral, and Wheel; 2. violence, destruction: "When 
your fear cometh as desola tion, and your de
struction cometh as a whirlwind" (Prov. I , 27); 
3. a sky-deity's angry voice, instrument of pun
ishment, or his servants' mount; e.g. Job's "East 
wind" in 27, 21, and Jer.: " Behold, a whirlwind 
of the Lord is gone forth in fury .. .it shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked" (23 , 
19) ; 4. transcendence, universal evolution (cf. 
Spiral); 5. space: related to the three-dimen
sional cross; 6. W. Blake: female (restraint) ; the 
opposite of the flaming Sword; 7. D. Thomas: 
"God in his whirlwind silence" ("Over Sir 
John's Hill"): cf. the Cyclone of silence in "In 
country sleep". 
whisper 

secrecy, witchcraft: 'peeping' and 'mutter
ing' are typical of wizards (Isa. 8, 19) and those 
that have " familiar spirits" (Isa. 29, 4); there is 
still a general tabu on whispering. 

whistling 
I. whistling and clacking of the tongue. are 

archaic devices for attracting theriomorphic dei
ties; Roaring has the same significance; it is the 
specific sympathetic magic to control the winds 
and storms; v. Tongue ; 2. a general magical act: 
the 'Night-mare Life-in-Death' in Coleridge's 
"Rime of the Ancient Mariner" having won at 
dicing cries out: " I've won Quoth she, and 
whistles thrice" (prt. 3) at which darkness sud
denly falls; 3. signal; 4. an inconsequential way 
of spending time: "He trudged along unknow
ing what he sought And whistled as he went, 
for want of thought": J. Dryden ('rabies': 
"Cymon and Iphigenia"); 

5. pretence of not doing what someone else 
suspects one of doing; 6. typical male activity: 
tabu fo r women, because of its witch-associa
tions and a fear of 'impurity': "A whistling wo
man and a crowing hen Are neither fit for God 
nor man"; 7. cleanness: 'as clean as a whistle' 
(phrasef, 8. D. Thomas: sexual male orgasm, 
ejaculation (like Cock-crowing) ; g. folklore: a. a 
ta bu in many stations of life, but particularly in 
hazardous occupations: miners, actors and sail· 
ors; b. it is especially unlucky for a woman to 
do so, but magic can be worked that way: in a 
nursery-rhyme a 'mother' promi~es a girl sheep, 
a cow. and a husband ifshewhistles;v.Scven,N. 
white 

I. purity, chastity, temperance, virginity : a. 
in the N.T. a white raiment often signifies im
macula te, heavenly delight: e.g. Christ's clothes 
when he rose from the dead, the reward for a 
good life in Rev. (3, 4f., etc.): b. the colour of 
Mary's robe, since the decree of the art-censor 
in 1649; 2. holiness, spirituality , perfection: 
the fullness of all colours, signifying the perfec
tion of God, the Sun of all suns and Christ as 
the Light of the World; 3. illumination, revela
tion , ascension, consummate wisdom, tru th ; 4. 
(eternal) life: e.g. the white hair of the Son of 
Man in Rev.; 

5. majesty, nobility, awe, glorification, joy, 
spiritual ecstasy and energy: e.g. the glorified 
bodies of the martyrs are covered with white 
robes in Rev. (6, 11); a favourite: " [ am his 
white boy" (J. Ford: '"Tis Pity"); 6. day , rea
son, consciousness, the visible, time: white ani
mals arc sacrificed to the light and sky-deities; 
7. the unconscious and intuition (purified 
Yellow): e.g. in folktales a white animal often 
lures a knight (or man) away from daily life 
into the wood of adventure; especially the Stag, 
but also the white rabbit in "Alice in Wonder
land"; for a 'white hart' v. "Quest of the H. 
Grail" (12); 8. peace, truce, redemption, mercy, 
revolu tion without bloodshed, regeneration ; in 

whore 

debased fo rm : cowardice (e.g. white feather); 9. 
coldness: light without warmth, love unfelt; 

10. simplicity; a white mark on the fee t was 
a sign a slave was for sale in Rome (Pliny 35, 
58; Propertius 4, 5, 52, etc.); 11. colour of the 
Great Goddess (q.v.): a. the colour of Moon; a 
colour fittfng Ceres: Ovid (Fasti 4, 619) ; v. also 
Callimachus H6, l 20ff.; b. Thetis carried her 
son Achilles to the White Island (Epic Cycle: 
"Aethiopis"); v. Island ;c. most white flowers are 
connected with her (e.g. Hawthorn) ; 12. death 
(like green): a. white animals arc often feared 
more than black ones (e.g. Cat), white being the 
colour of ghosts; black ones then are favour
able, if seen from the front (cf. Chimney-sweep, 
Nun, etc.); white birds are often either souls or 
the spirit of life; b. in folktales a white lady 
appears in haunted castles to predict death (in 
nature-myth : snow) ; it is generally the colour 
of enchantresses; later related to silver and pros
titution: "A right good woman in these days is 
changed Into white money with less labour 
far": Tourneur (Rev. Trag. 2, 2); c. the white 
graves of the Bible are given that colou r as a 
warning: one became 'unclean' for seven days 
by touching a grave (Num. 19, 16); 13. O.T.: 
Laban means 'white', so Jacob, marrying his 
daughters, may have married priestesses of the 
cult of the White-Moon-god Sin; 'Lea'= 'cow', 
and 'Rachel'= 'sheep'; 14. Christian: a. the col
our of Baptism, First Communion, etc.; b. the 
colour of Christmas, Easter, and Ascension; c. 
the colour of confessors, virgins, widows, and 
angels; 

15. a/ch.: Mercury; 16. her.: substitute for 
Silver; 17. psych. : those whose favourite colour 
it is tend to be: a. naive, dull, conventional; b. 
for men: Don Juan-like types; c. for women : 
narcissistic ; 19. White Island: the paradisiac is
land which man has lost, and to which he re
turns time and again in legends; v. also 11 , b ; 

20. White Women : (Norse) beautiful women 
sun-bathing at noon, who are ancestral or na
ture spirits, requesting mortals to release them 
from enchantment (in vain); 21. v. Colour (for 
combinations). 
whitethorn 

I. connected with the Great Goddess (q.v.); 
a. it is generally associated with 'miraculous 
conception'; b. the witch Nimue seduced Merlin 
under it ; 2. it is related to the Thrush, as Robin 
to Holly: "Where in the whitethorn Singeth a 
thrush And a robin sings In the holly-bush": 
Chr. Rossetti ('Spring Quiet') ; 3. v. Hawthorn, 
and Arbutus. 
whore 

I. often a personification of Pride; 2. v. Har
lot and Prostitution. 
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wig 

wig 
for a judge's wig: v. Horse(-hair). 

wilderness 
1. Hebrew: the wanderings in the 'wilder

ness' are associated with the purity of faith; 2. 
voluntary exile from 'luxury': the abode of 
hermits and prophets; 3. D. Thomas: the state 
of being outcast, the lost Wanderers of the Fall
en World. 
wild man 

I. primeval force, achieving fame through 
his typical weapon, the club; 2. substitute for 
the assassination of the Sacred King; he is often 
girt or crowned with oak or ivy; 3. her.: (as 
supporters) base forces of nature subjected and 
transcended;4.psych.: the Shadow (q.v.);5. re
lated to the Wild Hunter, the Giant, etc. 
will o' the wisp 

I. other names: 'ignis fatuus', wildfire, 
friar's lantern, Jack-o'-Lantern (q.v.), fox fire, 
fair maid of Ireland, etc.; 2. immortality of a 
ghost roaming about (especially of an unbapt
ized child); 3. a forest spirit, misguiding travel

·Jcrs; 4. a wild scheme chased; 5. elusiveness . . 
willow 

I. connected with the Great Goddess: a. 
with Athena, Heca te, Circe, and Persephone (it 
is generally believed to be a graveside tree, and 
Odysseus saw willow and black poplar at the 
entrance to Hades); they grow beside dark Ach
eron because they do not need sunlight (Sir Th. 
Browne); b. the wryneck, sacred to the goddess 
(and later a deity-messenger) nests in it; c. con
nected with witches, who make their winnow
ing-baskets of them, in which they go to sea; 
their besoms also contain osier; however, wil
low can also be used to fight lunar witch-magic; 
d. in the tree-calendar it is connected with the · 
fifth month (V-sign), of Minerva, with May-day 
(orgiastic revels and magic dew-gathering) in the 
middle; it is also the nesting month; e. Helicon 
(perh. from 'helice' = willow) is the abode of 
the Muses (= orgiastic goddess-priestesses); f. v. 
8; 

2. sacred to the moon: A. through its con
nection with water (rivers, and Poseidon); B. 
Hebrew: the Feast of the Tabernacles, also call
ed the Day of the Willows: a. is a harvest-moon 
festival; b. in it willow-branches were used cere
monially to express the human mouth (labiate 
leaves) rejoicing before God, or to symbolize 
autumn and harvest (the branches were beaten 
on the ground at the end of the feast to signify 
the fall of the leaves); C. Greek: Io (Moon-cow) 
was tethered to a willow-tree; it also is connect
ed with Zeus through the moon - willow -
Europe; 3. sterility, celibacy ,forsaken love: "In 
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such a night Stood Dido with a willow in her 
hand Upon the wild sea banks, and waft her 
love To come again to Carthage" (MoV 5, !); 
cf. Spenser: "worn of forlorn Paramours" 
('Taery Queen"); 4. eloquence, poetry: a. sa
c red to the Muses: cf. 1, e; b. Oater) sacred to 
Apollo and Me rcury; c. Orpheus got the gift of 
eloquence by touching Persephone's willow
grove; d. Prometheus wore a willow-branch as a 
crown, or carried one as a wand: he was dedica
ted to the Moon-goddess Anatha (Egyptian 
Neith), o r Athena; perhaps he was originally 
bound to the sacrificial altar with willow-thongs; 
c. Christian: emblem of Christ's Gospel; 

5. joy, later mourning and misery: a. em
blem of the East and the rising sun; b. "We 
hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst 
thereof' (Ps. 137, 2); cf. Vergil: "bitter wil
lows" (Eel. I, 78); 6. quick growth: with refe r
ence to Israel in Isa. 44, 4; endurance: sprouts 
again, however much it is cut, and is indifferent 
to weather; 7. connected with rivers; the wiUow 
by the river is Babylon (e.g. Ps. 137; Isa. 15, 7; 
Eze. 17, 5); cf. also Vergil (Georg. 2, 110); 8. 
femininity: emblem of slenderness and "Wil
lows arc weak, yet \hey bind other wood" 
(proverb); of the Hesperides Aegle was changed 
into a willow (v. Poplar); 9. folklore: a. caning 
with a willow-branch stunts a child's growth 
and causes internal pains in animals: willows die 
soon and rot from the inside; b. medicinal: 
(connected with water and dampness) it cures 
barrenness, but is an anti-aphrodisiac, etc.; c. it 
raises magic mists, etc. : Lord Howard, wanting 
to fight "Sir Andrew Barton" (st. 36), passes 
his ships first in disguise and says: "And put me 
forth a white willow wand, As merchants use to 
sail the sea"; d. catkins carried into the house 
cause bad luck, except when it is done on May
day morning: then it will protect the house 
from the Evil Eye, etc.; 

10. v. Osier. 
Wilson 

a boy called thus will get the fixed epithet 
'Tug" Wilson. 
wimple 

1. Dante: a. wimples are worn by women 
who are married only (e.g. Purg. 24, 43) ; b. 
white wimple with a black robe (instead of gay 
colours): a sign of mourning (Purg. 8, 74); 2. it 
shares in the Veil-symbolism; v. also Hair, etc. 
wind 

I. general: a. an active and violent form of 
Air; v. also Whirlwind, Hurricane, etc.; b. the 
creative Spirit; in Mithraism the sun-disk 
(emblem of the Supreme Deity) has not only 
hands and feet, but also a so-called tube (phal-

lus), from which the procreative wind ('pneu
ma', the fruct ify ing rays of the sun, a primary 
element) proceeds; thus wind stands for fertil
ity; c. winds are also represented as serpent-tail
ed, because they 'tape r off" and rise from the 
ground (chthonian), in charge of the Great 
Goddess and her priestesses, the witches; 2. de
sire: a. Boreas fertilized the mares, and in 
snake-form fertilized Eurynome; b. Troy and 
Mt. Ida are generally said to be 'windy' (e .g. 
also in the Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite) be
cause Aphrodite had lain there with Anchises, 
etc.; c. 'The bawdy wind, tha t kisses all it 
meets": 0th. 4, 2; cf. "so loving to my mother 
That he might not betecm the winds of heaven 
Visit her face too roughly" (Ham . I , 2); d. wind 
+ door = earthly desires; e.g. Eliot (Waste Land 
2, 118), who took it from Webster, but also in 
Malory (M.d'A. 7, 34): "What...is the wind in 
that door?"; v. 10; 3. regeneration : a. the four 
winds are invoked by Ezekiel (ch. 37) to make 
the 'dry ;bones' live; b. the wind is also the place 
where s'ouls may come from or go to; cf. to die 
= "To be imprisoned in the viewless winds, And 
blown with restless violence round about The 
pendent world" (Meas. 3, l); 4. freedom: "he 
should Be free as is the wind": Cor. 1, 9; also 
A YL 2, 7; Temp. I, 2 , etc.; 

5. virtues and vices correspond with the var
ious kinds of winds (v. also Windrosc), e.g.: a. 
the cool and temperate wind of grace in HS 3, 
3; b. "vice repeated(= talked about) is like the 
wandering wind, Blows dust in ot)lers' eyes, to 
spread itself"(= in spreading itself) : Per. I, 1; c. 
ingratitude: "Blow, blow thou winter wind, 
Thou art not so unkind As man's ingratitude": 
AYL 2, 7; d. inconstancy, fickleness, caprice: 
proverbial; 6. (inducer of) ecstasy, poetic in
spiration, oracular: a. the wind rustling in the 
leaves of trees (especially the oak, q.v.) is gener
ally considered oracular; Apollo learnt the art 
of prophecy from Pan (Apollodorus I , 4, 1 ); b. 
in Coleridge ('Ancient Mariner') wind is the op
posite of stagnant calm ; it represent s the ecsta
sy of the creative impulse, of inspiration, as the 
opposite of dull inertia; v. also 1, c; 7. life· 
force, the spirit : a. Hebr. 'ruah' is the air in 
movement, the breath of the supernatural being 
(especially of the supreme deity), and, with 
blood, the essence of life: that which the living 
world has in common with those supernatural 
beings; therefore the soul; whirlwinds (q.v.) of
ten accompany a thcophany (e.g. Ps. I 07, 25; 
148, 8; Eze. 1, 4..;Acts 2, 2, etc.); v. also Breath; 
Babylon: Marduk overcame the primeval waters 
of Chaos with the help of winds, and those sent 
by Shamash (sun) helped Gilgamesh fighting 

wind 

the chthonic monster Humbaba; b. human life : 
"a wind that passeth away, and cometh not a
gain": Ps. 78, 39; 8. time : a. "My life is light, 
waiting for the death wind": T.S . Eliot ('Song 
for Simeon' ; v. also 'Marina'); b. "So fast I 
move defying time, the quiet gentleman Whose 
beard wags in Egyptian wind": D. Thomas 
('S hould lanterns shine'); 9. space: connected 
with the windrose; 

IO. nothingness. the void: a. "He that t roub
Jeth his own house, shall inherit the wind": 
Prov. 1 1, 29; and "The (false) prophets shall 
become wind, and the word is not in them": 
Jer. 5, 13; b. "What is tha t noise? The wind 
under the door", which 'does' nothing, repre
senting inaneness: T.S. Eliot ( 'The Waste 
Land'); v. 2; 11. destruction, the anger of a 
deity , danger: a. "the wind shall eat up all thy 
pastors": Jer. 22, 22; it is also related to God's 
pun ishment in Rev. (ch. 7) and to the Four 
Horsemen; b. Dante: being driven about inces
santly by a (whirl-)wind in the 'black air' is the 
fate of the 'Carnal Sinners' (the great lovers of 
this world) in Inferno (C. 5) in the Second Cir
cle (the lightest punishment of Hell Proper); 12. 
speed; 13. the d irection of the wind intluences 
the degree of madness (madness is connected 
with 'lunacy' through the Great Goddess): " I 
am but mad North-North-West": Ham. 2, 2; 14 . 
(false) doctrine: we shall no more be "carried 
about with every wind of doctrine": Eph. 4 , 14; 

15. related to sailing (q.v.), e.g.: Castor and 
Polydeuces come to the rescue with favourable 
winds, fo llowed by sparrows, when the sailors 
have sacrificed a wh ite lam b; 16. rumour-bear
er : wind is the posthorse to Rumour in 2H4, 
Ind.; cf. also Cymb. 2, 4 ; 17. in myths winds 
arc further represented as: a. thieves, often de
ceptively charming with music and eloquence; 
they cannot be stopped and leave no trace; b. 
warriors; c. growing miraculously, but tapering 
off in the end; d. lords of riches (fertility); 18. 
special literary references : A. W. Blake: a. 
Space, connected with Enithannon as The Fe
male, and the opposite of Adam (= Time); b. as 
a storm: materialism; B. P. Valery : sense-object 
which summons the poet to work; C. W.B. 
Yeats: a. vague desires and hopes; winds are· 
related to Aengus, the Master of Love, who al
ways has four birds tlying abou t his head and 
carries a hazel wand; c. related to the Sidhe, the 
'people of the Fairy Hills', especially connected 
with Dancing; D. F.Garda Lorca: the impotent 
breeze, the 'green' wind ('verde y rijoso' ) who 
pursues the girl Preciosa; E. D. Thomas : a. he 
accepted the traditional 12 winds of the com
pass, corresponding with the number of 
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windmill 

months; b. external reality; c. the breath of the 
world itself, life itself, the creative breath; so "a 
sleeping wind" is death; d. "religious wind": 
the divine breath of poetry ; e. winds of visions; 
19. v. Windrose. 
windmill 

I. combines the sym bolism of Wheel and 
Air ; 2. fertility, harvest; 3. (like a time-piece: ) 
attribute of Temperance. 
window 

I . gateway to air, light. know ledge, and vis
ion; usually corn bined with height-symbolism; 
2. understanding, communication, the penetra
tion of love and death: a. the lover standing at 
the window (probably looking in, rather than 
looking 'forth') in SoS (2, 9); b. the place for a 
woman to contact her lovers, or vice versa: 
"To-morrow is Saint Valentine's day, And all in 
the morning bctime, And I a maid at your 
window, To be your Valentine": Ham. 4, 5; c. 
"Love comes in at the window and goes out at 
the door" : proverb; d. "For death is come up 
into our windows, and is entered into our pal
aces": Jer. 9, 21; e. also: isolation: solitary 
people often stand before a window, longing 
for communication, which the invisible barrier 
of modern society prevents; 3. consciousness, . 
especially when placed at the top of the house 
or tower (= the head); 4. the eyes as gateways 
to the soul or the spirit: "Her two blue win
dows faintly she up-heaveth": Ven. 482; in 
Shakespeare commonly the eyelids are seen as 
the wooden shutters, rather than glass (e.g. 
C'ymb. 2, 2; R3 , 5, 3); cf. D. Thomas: "On the 
marriage of a virgin": 

5 . vigilance; 6. wounds: " Lo, in these win
dows that let for th thy life I pour the helpless 
balm of my poor eyes": R3 l , 2, which refers 
to the custom of opening windows to le t the 
dying person's soul pass; cf. also K. John 5, 7; 
7. the east as gateway of the sun ; 8. women at 
the window: hierodules, 'temple-servants' or 
re ligious prostitutes; e.g. Michal watching David 
(2Sam. 6, 16ff.) ; other women at windows are 
Sisera's mother (Judg. 5, 28) , Jezebel (2Kings 
9, 30); 9. v. Room. 
wind rose 

I. general: I. the winds share in the symbol
ism of the directions from which they come; v. 
Compass and individual directions ; 2. the oldest 
windroses had a T (for Tramontana) in the 
North, and a stylized cross in the East; 3. ac
cording to Hesiod all winds come from Typho
eus, except Notos, Boreas, and Zephyr, which 
are god-sent and a blessing to man; 4. a child 
born when there is no wind will be a foo l ; 

II. North-wind: 1. Graeco-Roman: Boreas, 
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destructive and creative: a. Boreas carried off 
and married the dancing Orci:hyia (cf. Eu ry
nome) and lived in the seven recesses of a cave 
where Arcs stabled his horses; b. as a dark stall
ion he fertilized 12 of the 3,000 mares belong
ing to Erichthonius (god of the winds dropping 
from the mountains; half-man half-serpent); 
Pliny believes it can make Spanish mares con
ceive; c. it helped the Athenians to destroy 
Xerxes' fleet; d. it generally brings fair weather, 
but also frost ('bristling'); brought wounded 
Sarpedon back to consciousness (Homer, II. 5, 
697); 2. in Northern countries: a. bringer of 
frost; M.A.: religious persecution ; b. a child 
born when a north-wind blows will be a war
rior, will be victorious and defeated, will wound 
and be wounded; c. for fishing: "When the 
wind is in the north The skilful fisher goes not 
fort h" (proverb); d. 'crafty knaves' come from 
the North: proverb; 3. sometimes the souls of 
the dead are believed to go to the Far North, to 
become winds and be born again; 4. in Palestine 
the North-West wind in summer is cool, with
ou t rain ; "fair ('golden') weather": Job (37, 
22); 5. North-East: a. as Euroclydon it brings 
destruction, pestilence, tempests, and waste; b. 
as Aquilo it carries hail and storm, and repre
sents old age; "t he choler of puffed Aquilon" 
(Tra il. 4, 5); 

III. South-wind: I. Graeco-Roman: (Notos, 
Auster) a. the South wind carried Leto to Orty
gia, where she bore Artemis, whom she took to 
nearby Delos; b. it brings rain, but also heat: 
'infelix'; Notos brings mist, hated by shepherds, 
but beloved by thieves (Homer, II. 3, lOff.); it 
is hated by vegetation (Vergil, Georg. l, 444), 
hot (Tibullus 3, 4, 96); Auster brings winter 
(Tibullus I , I , 4 7): c. generally in the Mediterra
nean it is considered as the 'breath of Seth' 
causing criminality; 2. the Bible: heat and 
whirlwinds (e.g. Luke, 12, 55; Job 37, 9); 3. in 
Northern countries: a. at the Twilight of the 
Gods the hosts of fire will be carried by the 
south-wind, led by black Surtus; they destroy 
the Ash-tree of Life; b. for England: v. South: 

IV. East-wind: l. Palestine: East and South
East winds are desert winds, often blowing in 
Autumn: the notorious Khamsin, which dries 
up wells and is often considered as a symbol of 
God's punishment ; v. also fob 15, 2; 2. Graeco
Roman: (Eurus) a. morning-wind, bringer of 
rain, and melting the snow; b. wanton ('proter
vus') in Ovid (Her. 11, 14); c. Pliny: rather dry 
and warm; 'comforter' (E. Pound, C. 76); 3, in 
Northern coun tries: a. at the Twilight of the 
Gods from the winter-land of the East, sallit1g 
on the death-ship (Naglfar) come the wolVl.l8 

(darkness) with Loki as navigato r ; they devour 
. the moon and the su n; b. bringer of cold ; : "foe 

to kitchen-ground" (M. Green); c. a child born 
when an East-wind blows will never want riches 
(the East is laden with gold) ; 

V. West-wind: I. Palestine: a. a mild wind, 
used for fa rming and winnowing; b. sometimes 
its clouds bring rain (e.g. Luke 12, 54); 2. Grae
co-Roman (Zephyrus q.v): a . a rustling, gentle 
wind, which promotes fertility ; it disperses the 
white clouds of Notos (e.g. II. 11, 305 ff.); per
iod of agricultural work; b. the evening-wind, 
corresponding with death and autumn (also in 
Shelley); c. as Favonius it begins to blow on 
fcbruary 8; it fert ilizes all creatures, plants, 
etc. ; 'fovere' = foster; 3. in Northern countries: 
a. generally it brings vigorous and dry weather: 
"When the wind is in the west, The weather is 
all the best" (proverb); b. a child born during a 
west-wind will get no mo re than food and 
clothes. 
wine 

I. sacrificial libation, to replace blood: a. 
Gracco-Roman : the divine nature of Dionysus
Bacchus, the god who taught agricul tural culti
vation; the consumption of the 'blood' pro
motes fertility; the feast of the Vinalia (Nov
ember); b. Christian: Christ's divine blood, the 
Last Supper, the wine of consecration ; Charity 
and Holy Things added to the Law; c. "The 
wine of life is drawn, and the mere lees Is left 
this vault to brag or': Mac. 2, 3; 2. intoxica
t ion, inspiration, wisdom : a. by . intoxication 
man partakes of the mode of life of the gods ; b. 
it is the poets' proper drink: formerly Poets 
Laureate were paid in wine; 3. youth, resurrec
tion, eternal life: a. a burial gift among the 
Egyptians; b. several survivors of universal de
struction (especially of F loods) arc connected 
with wine, nakedness, and incest: Lot, Noah, 
Deucalion, etc.; c. even given to animals to put 
fire in them : since Homer (II. 8, 189);4. lust: a. 
'mixed wine' is a euphemism for semen , e.g. in 
SoS ('liquor'), 7,2 ; v. also Goblet ; b. the wine 
of fornication in Rev.; 

5. truth: already in Alcaeus (and Theocrit
us) we learn that some people only speak the 
truth after having drunk wine: "Wine, my dear 
boy, and truth"; 6. violence, purification 
(through involution), God's punishment: a. the 
wine of violence in Prov. 4, 17 ; b. the wine of 
the fierceness of God's wrath in Rev.: cf. Wine
prcss; 7. astonishment: Ps. 60, 3; 8. the sea: e.g. 
in Homer the sea is almost invariably represent
ed as wine-coloured; 9. Hebrew: the four cups 
served at the Passover stand for the fourfold 

wing 

promise of redemption : bring you for th, deliver 
you, redeem you, a nd take you unto me as a 
nation ; 

JO. new wine in old bottles will make the 
bottles burst when it starts fomenting: introdu
cing a new fonn of life in to an old one is impos
sible (Matth. 9, 16); 11 . wine-growers: a. all 
Western agricultural heroes are wine (or mead) 
growers first; b. the daughters of Anius: one of 
them changed all she touched into oil, another 
into corn, a third into wine; they were turned 
into doves by Dionysus to escape being forced 
to join the Trojan War ; 12. v. Vine. 
wine-press 

I. grapes and olives were trodden in basins 
hewn into the rock, from which the juice fl owed 
into the storage basin hewn a little lower; 2. 
deity wrath, slaughter and destruction: e.g. 
Yahweh's wrath in Isa. 63, 1- 3, Lament. I, 15, 
and Rev. 14, 9; v. also Press; 3. Strength stand
ing on a wine-press: the conquest of spirit over 
heart (v. Anvil) ; 4. W. Blakeo war; 5. T.S. Eliot: 
the "treading of the wine-press": dull useful
ness ('The Rock' l , and 8) . 
wineskin 

I. an attribute of Satyrs and Si;enus (= 
winebag); 2. Christian : sin, evil-mindedness, 
heavy conscience; 3. Gr. "untie the wineskin": 
Venusian delights. the conjunction of the phal
lic goat's. feet and the receptive skin; 4 . T.S. 
Eliot: "feet kicking the empty wineskins": 
death (wine= life, etc.): "Journey of the Magi". 
wing 

I . elevation, active aspiration, virtue: a. 
winged animals generally signify the sublim a
t ion of that animal's specific virtues, e.g. the 
Babylonian winged bull may stand for courage, 
nobility, and omniscience; b. winged feet: cos
mic evolution; c. Christian: attribute of heaven
ly beings (e.g. Angels) o r virtues (Faith, Hope, 
etc.); d. alch.: the higher elements, activity, the 
male ; 2. autho rity, power, glory and protec
tion: e.g. Israel under the wings of the eagle or 
vultu re-god; 3. time; 4. speed, deity messenger: 
attribute of Artemis and Hern1es; 

5. soul (spirituality), psychopomp, or resur
rection; 6. fancy, meditation , mind: attribute 
of Fame and Rumour ; 7. love: a. the golden 
wings of Eros, and an attribute of Aphrodite; b. 
W. Blake: the Wing of Love; 8. air: a. attribute 
of wind-deities; b. especially of the morning-air: 
e.g. Ps. 139, 9; 9. chance: attribute of Fate; 

10. ubiquity : four wings stand for the direc
tions, seasons, e tc.; 11. victory: attribute of 
Athena ; 12. healing: the wings of the Sun 
(q.v.); 13. misfortune: "Misfortunes come on 
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winnow 

wings and depart on foot": proverb; 14. Assyr
ia: e.g. Isa. 8, 8; 

15. her.: a. protection; b. (in a shield) the 
joy of nou rishing prosperity; 16. wing-shaped 
poetry: a. from Herbert to D. Thomas, it may 
mean darkness and (en)light(enment), or time 
and eternity; b. winged words: famous sayings 
(since Homer). 
winnow 

I. sublimation, selection through separation 
of the good from the bad; 2. mystic symbol of 
Dionysus-Bacchus; but Hermes (the bringer-out 
of fertility-wealth, the Graces) is also 'Liknites' 
('He of the Winnowing-fan') since at birth he 
was laid on one; this may have been a general 
practice to ensure wealth. 
winter 

I. old age, involu tive death (of fertility, 
with rebirth), and sleep: a. the winter-solstice is 
the birthday of the Divine Child as well as the 
day on which the Sacred King, or his twin, o r 
his substitute, was ritually killed; b. "Therefore 
my age is as a lusty winter, Frosty, but kind
ly": AYL 2, 3; 2. darkness and misery: "the 
winter of our misery": Sidney ("Astrophel and 
Stella" 69) ; 3. the winter of our discontent: R3 
I, I ; 4 . the enemy of love and charity: e.g. 
" For his bounty, There was no winter in 't": 
Ant. 5, 2; 5. in myth: a. related to Poseidon 
as God of the Upper and Lower Waters: the 
clouds are heavy with water, and wild storms 
bring the sky-god down (Anacreon 6); b. Apol
lo is absent in the three months of winter; then 
dithyrambs took. the place of paeans in his wor
ship (Plutarch); 6. co"espondences: a. descend
ing movement; b. body: the back, and the kid
neys (water); c . . direction: the North; d. Zodiac: 
Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces; 7. v. Seasons. 
wish 

l. wishes can come true through magical 
caps, rods (wands), goblets, mirrors, wells, etc.; 
2. for Wish-bone: v. Bone; 3. the Wish-god: 
Odin; 4. the Wish-maidens: Valkyrie; 5. the 
Wishing-stone : (Ireland:) the Blarney Stone. 
wisteria 

I. welcome; 2. T.S. Eliot: branches of wiste
ria surround the window of the brothel in 
"Sweeney among the Nightingales"; the purple 
flowers may be re lated to the purple carpet 
spread at Agamem non's return from Troy. 
witch 

I. general: 
I. as descendants of the priesti:sses in the 

service of the G reat Goddess (q.v.) of fe rtili ty 
and death, they retain many powers delegated 
by the Goddess to her servants, e.g. a. as nigh t
(moon-) goddess-worshippers they operate in the 
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night, and especially on day s important for 
agriculture (the night of the solstices and equi
noxes); they check the stars and the paths of the 
moon; b. as storm-spirits they have the power 
over winds; c. the adoration of the horned god 
or master: cf. Adonis; d. knowledge of vegeta
tion, especially of herbs; e. the power of trans
formation, especially into animals symbolizing 
fe rtility (like hares, toads, wolves, etc.); f. the 
power of p rophecy; g. they can bring dea th 
(originally a sacrificial victim) to an intruding 
man: from Orpheus, Pentheus, etc., to the 
young man interfering with the Germanic 
'White Women', who .lived alone or in groups of 
three, on hills, or near ashes and brooks; this 
devouring aspect of the Goddess led to the 
archetypal witch devouring a child (fear of in
cest) or the woman stealing a man's penis (v. 
Hermaphrodite); h. a typically feminine weap
on is their menstrual blood (v. Blood); i. striv
ing after Hermaphroditism they often ride phal
lic symbols and have beards (they are ' ugly'); 

2. fear of any .'witchcraft' crops up when
ever man thinks himself most enlightened: from 
Roman times through Christianity (Germany 
leading the number of witch-killings by at least 
100 t imes the number of English death-sent
ences); 

II. initiation : this generally consists of: a. 
dedication to the Horned Master, the 'Devil', fo r 
at least a year and two months; b. the signing of 
an infernal covenant , preferably with blood; c. 
ritual copulation with the Devil-Grand Master; 

Ill. how a witch can be recognized and test· 
ed: I. they are insensitive, therefore they can
not weep, and do not feel when they are jabbed 
by a pin; such an insensitive spot on the body 
(especially scars) may be a Devil 's mark; 2. oth
er bodily deviations: watch fo r any blemish in 
the skin (extra nipples, haemorrhoids, warts, 
birthmarks, e tc.), often hidden under the arm
pit, or in hair: they are sure signs of witchcraft, 
being the 'teats' of the familiars; 3. they are 
abnormally light (since they can fly), so a witch 
can be det~cted by: a. weighing them, usually 
against the big metal-bound Church Bible; v. 
Scales; b. ducking them; v. Drowning; 4 . if, af
ter a convincing number of tortures (people 
only speak the truth wh ile undergoing severe 
pain) they can. still recite the Lord's Prayer cor
rectly, they are no witches; Joan of Arc could 
no t ; 5. when they see a broom, grains of corn, 
or holes in a sieve, witches will at once start 
counting (especially when helped by legitimate 
torture); 

IV. powers and activities (v. also I): 1. their 
unnatural levity enables them to fly (with an-

ointmcnts)on broomsticks, goats, asses, wolves, 
etc., and to sail in sieves; 2. to transform them
selves into animals (usually with a part missing, 
often the tail); they can also give life to lifeless 
things (return of fertility); 3. they can oocome 
invisible (fertility in winter) or mal\,e someone 
e lse 'invisible' (e.g. dead), or make someone 
dwindle by sucking that person dry; or make 
him invul nerable (like a ghost); 4 . they kill 
swine (a transformation of the goddess); 5. 
their favourite part of a man's body is his (phal
lic) thumb (q.v.); 6. they can spit pins and 
needles (= sun-rays); 7. they dance around the 
(phallic) f'airy Tree; they kiss the Master's 
fundament (perhaps originally the second dual 
Janus mask); 8. they can harm someone by 
sympathetic magic : stick needles into their im· 
ages, burn bits of their clothing, or hair, etc.; 9. 
the Sabbath (q.v.) ends at cock-crow: the natu· 
ral time-indicator if you have not even got a 
watch on you. 
withershins 

I. a counter-clockwise movement is con
nected with the travelling moon; thus it became 
associated with maleficent, lunar magic of the 
witches; 2. the counter-clockwise movement is 
also connected with the movement of the sun 
in his night-crossing through the underworld; 
thus it became associated with: a. funerary rites, 
death, bad luck; in the ballad '1'he Lowlands of 
Holland" a ship being wrecked is described as: 
"But the weary wind began to rise and the sea 
began to rout, My love then and his bonny ship 
tutned withershins about"; b. the (regenerative) 
underworld, (voluntary) involution; 3.psych.: a 
withershins movement is a movement toward 
the unconscious (clockwise· is toward conscious· 
ness). 
w oad 

I. a cruciferous herb (also called "woad
waxen '', or "dyers' greenweed") with yellow 
flowers and pendulous pods; its leaves fermen t
ed yield a blue dye; 2. the paint was used by 
the Picts ('painted') as a war-paint and for tat
tooing; it rendered their appearance more horri
fying in battle (Julius Caesar: De Bello Gall. 5, 
14); v. Tattoo. 
wol f 

I. untamed nature: general evil as the chaot· 
ic destructive e lement in the universe and man, 
with a possible t riumph in the end ; Inversion; 2. 
sacred to the Great Goddess: a. it howls to the 
Moon; b. its eyes light up in the dark; c. it feeds 
on corpses; d. it haunts wooded mountains; e. it 
is one of the transformations of the goddess, 
and later of. the witches (or a mount of the 

wolf 

latter); f. a common European fom1 of the 
Corn-spirit, whose fertilizing power is in its tail; 
it is often transferred to the person binding the 
last sheaf; 3. fertility: a. in Egypt the wolf was 
greatly venerated in Lycopolis, because it was a 
common transformation of Osiris; b. Graeco
Roman: it is sacred to Zeus, Apollo, and Mars 
(as agricultural god as well as war god); c. in 
France the G reen Wolf has a summer fire-festi· 
val (as a form of the Fertility King) with his 
merry brotherhood; d. w~lves in fables are usu
ally fooled by the fire·king Lion, suggesting a 
substitute-rival relation with the lion (e.g. Aes
op's fable 34, where a lengthened shadow plays 
a significant part); the wolf is also connected 
with the oak-cult; 4. lust: a. the she-wolves 
choose the lowest and randiest of their kind to 
be mated: Chaucer ("Manciple's Tale"); b. 
Circe changes men into wolves and lions; c. "as 
salt as wolves in their pride" ('pride' = sexual 
heat): 0th. 3, 3; cf. J . . Webster: "Woman to 
man Is either a god, or a wolf' (Wh. Devil 4, 2); 

5. cruelty, murder, corpse-devourer: a. a 
wolf wets his foot in water and sprinkles it over 
a sleeping man before he attacks him: the bal
lad " Johnnie of Cockerslee"; b . a wolf is the 
sentinel of 'withered' mu rder in Mac.; c. the 
wolf, that is foe to man, digs up the buried with 
his nails: J. Webster; d.,,psych.: a wolf devour
ing children: the fear of incest (v. Devouring); 
6. avarice, greed, a thief: a. a rapacious wolf 'of 
the evenings' (or, deserts) shall spoil the trans
gressing Jews (with a lion slaying them, and a 
leopard watching them); probably a reference 
to the Roman Empire: Jer. 5, 6; b. the German
ic wolves Geri and Freki (Greed and Voracity, 
or courage; or, storm and wind) are fed all that 
is given to Odin, who does not need any food 
himself; c. Dante; the she-wolf Avarice (Inf. C. 
1) may refer to the Papal See; she was loosened 
ou t of Hell by Envy; for the combination with 
lion and leopard v. 6, a; d. in 'Reynard the Fox' 
the wolf lsengrim may refer to the Barons; e. 
Julius Caesar "would not~ a wolf, But that he 
sees the Romans are but sheep": Caes. l, 3; and 
"appetite, an universal wolf, So doubly second
ed with will and power, Must make perforce an 
universal prev, And last cat up himself" : Troil 1, 
3; 7. the Devil: (Middle Ages) with reference 
to St. John 10, 12; 8. valour, war: a. in Egypt;. 
and in Rome as ·an ensign ; b. Hebr. : the princes 
of Israel: Eze. 22, 27; c. Germ.: connected with 
Odin as war-god (v. 6, b); the Valkyrie some
times ride them; and they are the symbol for 
the profession of warriors; a wolf and an eagle 
are found at the entrance of the part of Valhal-
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wolf " l.B · ';tj.e_ 3 ~ ~"' 
la meant for the e~ect; 9. cunning, swiftnessJl:::e wounds; b. Greek: the shepherd who had 
fierceness, sharpness. e.g. Habakkuk 1, 8; to ea t a boy's guts in Lycaean Zeus' rituals be-

. 10. poverty, hu~ger, melancholy: connected came a werewolf, lived with wolves and was 
with Greed, and: To keep the wolf from the- only allowed to return to o ther humans if he 
?oor" (phra~); 11. corruption, heresy, coward- had stayed off human meat for 8 years;~- Ly-
1ce, hypocnsy: a. (Giotto, etc.:) the w.olf is caeon was changed into a wolf by Zeus, as the 
pus?e? back by the dogs of the Church; It 1s a punishment for his 'abominable, cannibalistic 
Chns~ian em.blem for Satan; b. the wolf in rites': (Ovid, Metam. 1, 210ff.); cf. also Plin y 
sheep s cloth1~g (false prophets): Matth. 7, 15; (8, 34) and Pausanias (6, 8 and 8, 2); d. the 
c. ma Doubt-icon: a young man holding a wolf wolf in Pan's service may have been a werewolf· 
by ,t.~e ears, with a sc~oll: "Auribus lupus te- c. the belief in werewolves underlies the story' 
n~o , 12. darknes~. mg_ht, wmter: A. m the of Little Red Riding Hood; f. psych.: the baser 
Bibi~ wolve~ are mvanably ~onnected with instincts of man taking possession of his more 
~venmg or_ night: e.g. about. Benjamin ~s,~ wolf: 'humane' characteristics, with the possibility of 
and at night he shall d1V1de the spoil (Gen. reversing the process (modern: esp. a lady-

49, 27); B. Germ.: a. the world-wolf, Fenrir killer). 
(the 'son' of Loki), is chained inside the earth wolfsbane 
by a tie made of the things that have disappear- I. one of the names of Aconite, q.v.; 2. mis-
ed from the earth (roots of mountains, worn- anthropy; 3. a concoction of this plant brings 
en's beards, bird's spittle, the sound of cat's forgetfulness: J. Keats ("Ode on Melancholy"). 
feet, the breath of fishes, etc.); he is a storm- woman 
night monster whose jaws (clouds) touch heav- I. the involutive, left side of things and sit-
en and earth; at Ragnarok he will break loose uations: every sexual orgasm is a voluntary re-
and, coming from the East, will join battle, de- turn to primordial, irrational chaos, from which 
vour the sun and the moon, and, after killing life proceeds; 2. every woman tends to reflect 
Odin, will be killed himself by Vidar; b. a wolf some aspect of the Great Goddess (q.v.): a. the 
nightly devours one of the Volsung's sons; his fleeting, unknown beloved, the Sister (SoS), the 
daughter (dawn, spring, etc.) saves the last son 'anima', reflecting man's highest transcendence 
(sun) from the chthonic monster; c. Skoll ('ad- (Beatrice), his purified intellect (Sophia), his 
herer') and Hati ('hatred'), the twin offspring of humble, moral handmaid (Mary), the ferocious 
Fenrir, follow the sun and the moon to the end huntress (Artemis) or the temptress (siren. mer-
of the earth; C. F.G. Lorca: '!obos de penumb- maid); b. the mature woman, stressing the sex-
ra' ('Lament for l.S.M.'); 13. a person's shad- ual (Aphrodite), the instinctive (Eve), the emo-
ow: a wolf, bridled with snakes, is the usual tional aspect (Helen of Troy}, etc.; c. the moth-
mo~nt of a 'follower' the guardian spirit, a per- er (q.v.) or crone, the Magna Mater (irrational, 
son s dou ble, or animal, who follows a person amoral, primordial), the witch (Hecate). or the 
in dreams; when seen out of dreams they pre· layer-out (Pieta), ·Stressing the death-aspect of 
diet death; 14. protection: the story of children the goddess, from whom life proceeds and to 
reared by wolves is world-wide; it was one of the whom it returns; v. also 5; d. Germanic matrons 
various animals serving as forster-parents to decided (by Jots or divination) when it was ex-
abandoned divine children (future sun-heroes), pedient to fight a battle: Julius Caesar (De B. 
e.g. Romulus and Remus; G 

15. in the Ages (q.v.) of Man: a man of · 1, 50); 3. naked women: in fertility-rites ec-
static women are whipped into the spring-fields 

sixty; 16. her.: a. wolves are already found in 
to excite the fertility-god into action; v. further 

the banners of the Corinthians and the Ro- Nakedness; 4. the Bible: women in travail: a. 
mans: caution in attack; b. martial cunning and d extreme sorrow, especially the pangs preceding 
pru ence; 17. wolf and lamb: a. as opposites, the com,ing of the Messiah: Isa. 13, 8; 21, 3; 
they symbolize peace when toge ther Osa. 11, etc.; b. temporary sorrows of earthly life: e.g. 
6); just as the lion is the wolfs eternal enemy, St. John 16 , 21; s. old women: a. there is a 
the lamb (or, sheep) is its typical victim; b. a nursery-rhyme about an old woman Jiving un-
lamb between two wolves is an early represent- der a hill: a fertility-symbol (hill itself is a fe-
ation of Susannah and the wanton elderly gen- male emblem); b. in another rhyme an old 
tlemen; 18. werewolf (lycanthropy q.v.): a. a woman with a broom is "tossed up in a basket 
world-wide story of a human being changed into Seventeen times as high as the moon": a witch 
a ferocious animal: a wolf in Europe, a tiger in (with political innuendoes); c. an old woman 
Asia, a bear in America; when the anirnaJ is living in a shoe with all her children is clearly 
finally killed or hurt, a person is found with the another fertility-symbol (v. Shoe); 6. women's 
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day ('kalendae femininac'): March \st ; 7. v. Fe· 
male. Vulva . 
womb 

1. thebeginning,morning(Ps. 110); 2. night : 
"the foul womb of night": HS 4, Chor.; 3. 
the relation womb-tomb: a. " ... ! may be pluck
ed into the swallowing womb Of this deep pit, 
poor Bassanius' grave" : Tit. Andr. 2, 3; also R2 
2, l; Sonn. 3 and 86; b. D. Thomas: passim;4. 
a barren womb: never satisfied (like the grave, 
dry earth, fire): Prov. 30, 16; S. v. Female, 
Mother, Vulva. 
wood 

I. material: I. a mother-symbol: v. Tree; 2. 
feeder of the sacred flame: a. wisdom; b. life 
and death : when Meleager was born the Fates 
predicted that he would live as long as a certain 
burning log of wood (external soul) ; his mother 
ext inguished it, kept it till he killed his uncles 
(Ovid, Me tam. 8, 45 1 ff.); 3. sweetener of wa
ter: Ex. 15, 23ff.;4. magical: "Touch wood, it's 
sure to come go~": a charm to avert the evil 
consequences of boasting; 5. Swedenborg: "ce
lestial goodness in its lowest corporeal plane"; 
6. wood turned into stone: in King's Newham 
in Warwickshire: ref. in Ham. 4 , 7; 7. a wooden 
fo il was given to the gladiator who was dis
charged(= to live): "the harmless foil is claimed 
when the sword has been laid down" : Ovid 
("Amores" 2, 9, 23); 

II. forest (q.v.): I. fert ility : the scene of 
early fe rtili ty-rites and sympathetic marriages 
and births; e .g. Robin Hood was. born "in the 
gude green-wood Among the lily-flower"; 2. 
man's earliest tem ple: the vegetative decora
tions still testify to this; 3. enchantment; 4. 
Dante: a. the Wood of Error, Sense, and Spirit
ual Death: the opposite of the sunlit. mystical 
Rose; b. the souls of those who have committed 
su icide are contained in a wood of stunted 
trees, devoured by Harpies (Inf. 13); 5. W. 
Blake: the Wood of Experience (v. Forest); 6. 
D. Thomas: ("Altarwise") a. "wood of weath
ers": outward reality; b. "written woods": con
nected with the ' t ree of words' (poetry). the 
'tree of knowledge'. and the Cross; 7. wood
man: hunter of women: e.g. Meas. 4, 3. 
woodbine 

v. Honeysuckle. 
woodcock 

I. proverbially easy to catch, since it has not 
the sense to keep its head out of the noose (like 
the snipe, which it resembles); the maJe has a 
remarkable courtship flight; 2. goodwill, affec
tion; 3. fool, dupe, simpleton: "We have caught 
the woodcock" (A'sW 4 , I): "springes to catch 
woodcocks" (Ham. l, 3); 4. its meat is a n aph
rodisiac (red meat). 

wool 

woodcutter 
many fathers in fai ry-tales are woodcutters; 

th is is related to the craftmanship of the fathers 
or fa thers-in-law of the god/hero; Adonis and 
Jesus: carpenters; Hephaestos: a smith; they 
also relate to the Wise Old Man. 
woodpecker 

I. myth. : a. Picus, son ·of Saturnus and fath
er of Faunus-Pan, a 'tamer of horses', was 
changed into· a woodpecker by Circe fo r spurn
ing her love (Vergil: Aen. 7. l 89ff.); his statue , 
with a woodpecker on his head, was found in 
her palace (Ovid, Metam. 14, 320ff.); b. he fed 
Romulus and Remus when the milk of the wolf 
was insufficient (Ovid, Fasti 3); therefore he 
was honoured in Roman legend as an ancient 
king of the country, and was sacred to Mars; he 
possessed the Sacred Tree; c. it was also regard
ed as a wood-demon. an incubus, and a sooth
sayer; d. Picus was somet imes equated with 
Picumnus, the companion of Pilumnus, the 'god 
of small children', who protected children from 
the wood-imp Sylvanus; e. Zeus changed him
self into a woodpecker (relation with the oak); 
f. most of its characteristics connect it with the 
Great Goddess, which also fits Gr. 'Dryope' and 
Picus' associations with horses and Circe ; 2. fer
tility: a. it announces the summer-rains in 
Greece by tapping the oak-tree (or by the call 
of it s barbed toni:ue); b. it is also related to 
fert ility-Mars: 3. lust: it derives its special signifi
<:ance from the fact that it hammers its bill in the 
cracks of the (mother) trccs;4. war : v. I , b; 

5. immortality : it climbs the trees spirally 
(v. Spiral); 6. prophecy: a. it predicts rain and 
storms; b. it indicates the places where a treas
ure is hidden (Grimm); c. it knows the various 
medidnal herbs, which it guards · so jealously 
that it picks out the eyes of anyone who steals 
them illegitimately; 7. Christian : Satan, heresy. 
wood-pigeon 

I. originally a girl who took foo lish pride in 
her voice, but lost a contest with a boy, and in 
shame asked to be changed into a bird (Longus: 
"Daphnis and Chloe" I): monotonous chant; 2. 
Pliny (10, 11): the victim ·ofthe cuckoo's nest
ing pranks (irystead of the usual hedge-sparrow); 
3. vanity: defended by kestrels (Pliny 10, 52). 
wood sorrel 

1. this plant doses its flowers at n ight , and 
lets its leaves drop, not to regain its aspect be
fore the sun rises; 2. joy, motherly love. 
wool 

1. a homely, simple life; though in the Bible 
it is the usual material for clothes, it is forbid
den for priests: " they shall not gird themselves 
with any thing that causeth sweat" (Eze. 44, 
18), so they could only wear linen (even for 
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word 

bonnets, breeches, e tc.); cf. a similar prohib i
tion for the ini tia tes in Orphic and Dionysian 
mysteries in Herodotus (2 , 81); 2. noiseless
ness: "'The fee t of the deities arc shod in 
wool" (as they bring judgment): proverb; 3. 
vagueness : "wool-gathering" = fancifu l, pur
poseless dreaming; 4. shroud : " In England the 
dead in Woolen arc clad" (Swift); 5. fe rtili ty: in 
Greece, at the fertility-rites held in Spring and 
Autumn. " ciresiones" were used , consisting of 
an ol ive-branch bound with fi llets of wool and 
the fruits of the season; the later Greeks them
selves disputed the origin of these tokens, but 
agreed they were connected with (orgiastic) fer
tility-rites; Roman brides were asked to to uch 
their doorposts with wool (and pig's or woll''s 
fa t ); 6. Germ.: Heirndal's sharp hearing enables 
him to hear grass i:row on ea rth , and wool o n 
sheep. 
word 

l. man has an archetypal need to tell his 
life-s tory: a. to relieve his sense o f guilt : e.g. 
Hamlet's dying request to Horatio, the Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner. e tc. ; t>. to achieve atone
ment. and thus to "create a name" (q.v.) , and 
rebirth in individualiz~d immortality; 2 . the 
Logos (q.v.): creative and destru ctive emana
tion of a supre me deity ; cf. Sumerian En Iii who 
was the storm, wind , breath, the 'word' of Anu : 
the active manifestation o f the power in being. 
destruct ive as well as const ructive; 3. Christian: 
Christ ; 4. generally words in a language are rep
resented as an organic whole, e.g. D. Thomas's 
"t ree of words" for poetry ; 5. silver: silence is 
gold ; 6. it carries associa tions with ou tgoing 
brea th, spittle, etc. 
world 

l. immensity, macrocosmos reflected in it s 
smallest units as microcosmos; 2. the finite : the 
opposite of eternal chaos; 3. transitoriness the 
phenomenal veil hiding the truth, evane; cent 
joys leading man astray ; 4. ladder to eternity; 5. 
Norse: nine worlds: a. Muspelheim: the firc
world , the highest , situated in the South ; b. 
Asaheim: the home of sky-deit ies; c. Ljosalf
heim : the home of light elves, situated in the 
East ; d. Vanaheim : the abode of ocean-deities; 
e. Mannaheim: Middangcard , man's home; f. 
Jotunhcim: the unde rworld of (chthonic) gi
ants; g. Svar talhcim: the home of the dark 
elves. situated in the West; h. Helheim: the 
abode of the dead; i. Niflheim : the world of 
·mist and ice, situated in the Far North; 6. v. 
Ages. 
World, The - (Tarot) 

I . other names: Earth, Gospel, Voyage, 
Comple te Victory, the Virgin-Mother ; 2. usual-
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ly represented: a naked woman in a circle (or 
an oval, or a mandorla, q.v.) with the Tetra
morph (q.v.) in the corners outside the circle; 
the woman may have a veil party covering her 
fron t , or a flower girdle; she sometimes holds 
two wands, o r a wand and a bag, or an olive 
branch (with two sle nder pyramidal shapes 
stand ing o n each side of her); she either s tands 
or dances; the circle may be made of leaves, or 
may be Ou roboros (q.v .) ; 3. denotes: a. perfec
tion as the end of creation o ut of Chaos; the 
fina l crown of the initia te ; truth and spiritual 
evolu tion a ttained on earth ; b. the Major For
tune (The Wheel being the Lesser fortune); c. 
the merging of the subconscious with the con
scious and superconscious; cosmic conscious
ness; d. the 4 elements (the 6th· Creation): v. 
Te tramorph ; e . astrol.: Pisces. 
worm 

l. the lowliest creature; 2. contempt , weak 
and insignificant man: a. " llow much less (than 
moon and stars is) man, that is a worm?": Job 
25. 6; and "fear not. thou worm Jacob": Isa. 
4 1, 14 ; b. man in the stage of first breathing; 3. 
death, insidious destroyer: a. corpse-gnawer: 
"thou dost fea r tile soft and tender for k Of a 
poor worm": Meas. 3, I ; b. the devourer (even) 
of virginity : when his C'oy Mistress is dead 
"then Wo rms shall try That long preserved Vir
ginity": A. Marvell ; 4. the flesh : the opposite of 
the but tnfly (Man's soul) ; 

5. conscience: " Don Worm, his conscience": 
Ado 5, 2 ; and " The worm of conscience still 
begnaw thy soul": R3 I . 3; the idea came from 
the old Morality-plays; 6. wiles: " the wily 
worm that dest roys the buds": Aleman ; 7. a 
diminutive serpent : a. slander's tongue "Out
venoms all the worms o f Nik .. . ": C'ymb. 3, 4; 
b. as a sy mbol of winter (v. Seasons): the witch 
"Aliso n Gross" (autumn) in a ballad cha nges a 
man int o a worm for spurning her love, till he 
regains his proper shape through the Queen of 
the "Seely Court" ( the happy court of the fair
ies of Spring); c. like the snake, trodden under 
foot ; v. also l ; 8. laziness: lazy fi ngers breed 
worms (Rom. 1, 4) ; 9. secrecy: "concealmen t , 
like a worm i' the bud": Twelfth N. 2, 4; the 
worm of covetousness (Langland: P. Ploughman 
16) ; 

I 0 . psych.: a killing libidinal figure; 11. 
Christian: a. sin, hell : a. in an icon Sin, a naked 
and blind youth, has a worm gnawing at his 
heart ; h. Hell is a place "Where their worm die th 
not, and the fire is not quenched": e.g. Mark 9 , 
44 (from Isa. 66, 24) ; v. also 12, A ; b. Christ: 
" I am a worm and no man": Ps. 22, 6 ; 12. 
special literary references: A. Dante: a. worms 

collect the tears and blood of those damned 
cowards o n the Dark Plain outside Hell, running 
after a shifting ensign, who had , in life, been 
neither good nor bad (Inf. 3); b. the Great 
Worm: Cerberus (lnf. 6, 22); c. Lucifer is called 
the 'vile worm' (Inf. 34 , 108); B. W. Blake: the 
flesh, materialism ; v. also Rose; C. D. Thomas: 
a. the worm as serpent; phallic and death (be
getting brings death into the world); b. in "Es
pecially when October winds" the winter is 
wormy, because, like a slug, it teaches destruc
tion , and v. 7, b ; 13. worm and mackerel: a 
Terrible Stepmother changes her ste pson into a 
"Laily (= loathly) Worm" (who has now killed 
seven knights) and his sister into a mackerel of 
the sea; when the father hears of it he burns the 
stepmother in a wood o n a fire of "hathorn an' 
whin" (ballad). 
wormwood 

1. general: a. the plant (Artemisia), from 
which absinth is made ; b. Queen Artemisia, 
grieving at the death o f her husband, King Mau
solus, mixed his ashes with her drink ; c. used in 
religious rites; d . a draft of it was a prize fo r 
chariot-racers (giving wealth); 2. affection; 3. 
purification : in Rev. (8, 11) a great star called 
Wormwood (Gr. 'Apsinthos'), falling on the 
third part of the waters, causes the death of 
many: temporary disasters striking the evil, and 
purifying the good ; 4 . false judgment : " Ye, 
who turn judgment to wormwood , and leave 
off righteousness in the earth": Amos 5, 7; 

5. punishment: a. Yahweh fee<js the ungod
ly with wormwood (and " water of gall": v. 
next) as a punishment in Jer. 9 , 15; b. Deut. 
(29, 18) admonishes the Hebrews to follow the 
Lord "lest there should be among you a root 
that beareth gall (= ' rosh ', a poisonous herb) 
and wormwood"; c. wormwood is the bitter 
end of a 'strange· woman : Prov. 5, 4 ; 6 . bitter 
mockery : Hamlet and LLL (5, 2); 7. intoxica
tion: "he hath made me drunken with worm
wood": Lament. 3, 15; 8. weaning: wormwood 
was put on the dug to wean a child by its bitter 
taste; ref.: Rom. 1 , 3; 9. astro/.: related to 
Mars; 10. Dante: the Gluttons get wormwood 
to drink ('assenzio': Purg. 23, 86) ; v. Mugwort. 
wound 

1. D. Thomas : a. the Fallen World is a world 
of wounds (= Christ's wounds), that cannot be 
healed and are inherent in mortality ; b. "wound 
in the throat": poet's stigma; 2. folklore: often 
a wound can be healed by treating the object 
that inflicted· it (e.g. oiling the sword, knife, 
e tc.), o r the hand that caused the wound. 
wrack 

D. Thomas: a. wreck , ruin, from the Tower 

wren 

of Babel from which the Creators of Words will 
ar ise; b. sea-weed (= mother). 
wreath 

1. the older Greek word ('choronon ' for 
'stephanon') is related to chorus-men in the the
atre, who wore them or competed for them; 2. 
wreaths were put on the head to curry favour 
with the Graces as Goddesses of fertility; Sap
pho specifically mentions anise-sprays; 3. 
Germ .: wreaths of flowers were thrown into the 
summer-foes in memory of the death o f Balder, 
God of Fertility (v. Mistletoe), hoping that 
life's miseries would burn away like that; 4 . vic
tory, valour: e.g. in heraldry; 5. resurrection 
(victory over death), memory;6. it shares in the 
Wheel-symbolism ; v. also Burial (for funera l 
wreaths) and Garland. 
wren 

I. the (golden-crested) wren is the twin-hero 
of the Old Year (Dutch: 'winter king'); as such 
it is hunted by Robin (Redbreast, q.v.) and his 
friends on St. Stephen's Day: a. 'The wren, the 
wren, the King of all Birds, St. Stephen's Day 
was caught in the fu rze": the traditional verse 
accompanying the killing of the wren, which is 
carried about the town on a stick (remnant of 
the crucified hero) ; b. in a long nursery-rhyme, 
when Robin and his fr iends have killed the 
wren, the quarry is so great that a cart and six 
horses will have to carrv her, and seven cooks 
will dress her, and boil her in a " brewer's big 
pan"; c. in another rhy me she is Robin's wife, 
Jenny; d. it is fou nd in ivy or holly (q.v.) and 
beaten to death with a birch (q.v.) rod; 2. ma
ternity, heroism: a. she will fight an owl to de
fend her young ones (Mac.); b. nursery-rhyme: 
" The dove says, Coo, coo, what shall I do? I 
can scarce maintain two; Pooh, pooh, says the 
wren , I have te n, And keep them all like gentle
men"; 3. lust: "ll1e wren goes to ' t": Lr. 4 , 6 ; 
4. prophetic: a. Irish : sacred to Bran, predicting 
seasonal changes, and death (like the Raven) ; b . 
the Druids' bird ; 

5. death : a. a t Cock Robin's funeral the 
wren is the pall-bearer; b. Robin Redbreast and 
the Wren cover with leaves and flowers the un
buried dead in J. Webster's " White Devil" (5 , 
4 ); 6 . consolation : its chirping brings consola
tion in 2H6 3, 2; 7. diminutive size: "Look , 
where the youngest wren of nine comes" : the 
last and smallest of the nest , with reference to a 
small woman (Tw. N. 3, 2) ; 8. W. Blake: " He 
who shall hurt the little Wren Shall never be 
beloved by Men" (Aug. of Inn.) ; 9. D. Thomas: 
a. the Father advises the Son to kill the wren 
and the spider (as the components of life and 
death), which the Son declines ('Find meat on 
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Wright 

bones'); b. wren's bone: thin frailty, and future 
flight to light (it becomes 'winged'); c. the 
hawk in the egg(= the beginning of birth-death) 
kills the wren ('Ballad of the long-legged bait'); 

10. folklore: it is very unlucky to take a 
wren's eggs. 
Wright 

a boy called thus will get the fixed epithe t 
"Shiner" Wright. 
wry neck 

I. sacred to the Great Goddess of fertility, 
resurrection and death: a. it is a spring migrant; 
b. it has V-marks (v. Pive) on its writhing neck, 
like Athena's oracular serpents; c. it hisses like a 
snake; the Gr. word is 'snake-bird'; d. it lays 
white eggs in nests in willow-trees; e. it is sa-
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cred to the Moon: lo sent it as a messenger to 
attract Zeus; f. the Pierides (who challenged the 
Muses) were transformed ir.to wrynecks (or, in
to magpies, according to others); 2. (feminine) 
lust : a. it twists its neck coquettishly; b. it is 
"the cuckoo's mate"; it is sacred to Aphrodite 
and was used in a love-charm: tied to the four 
spokes of a wheel (with incantations) ; it is call
ed 'maddening' by Pindar (Pyth. 0. 4, 214ff.); 
c. " Wryneck, bring that man back to my room" 
is the refrain in Theocritus (2); 3. divination: it 
twists its neck towards a murderer. 
wyvern (wivern) 

l. her.: a dragon with eagle-wings and claws, 
and a barbed serpent-tail (the word is derived 
from 'serpent') ; 2. guardianship. 

x 
l. there are no ancient equivalents; 2. 

symbolizes: a. negation, a 'crossing out'; b. the 
Great Unknown, or a variable quantity (the op-

x 
posite of A); c. spiritual love, (the first letter 
of) Christ, the Light of the World; d. it has 
affinity with the Andrew-cross and the Hour
glass; 3. correspondence: body: heart ; 5. v. T. 
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y 
l. Y was introduced to represent Gr. 'upsi

lon' in the Roman alphabet; 2. symbolizes: a. 
androgyne, q.v.; b. Pythagoras: the sacred Triad 
(v. Three); c. the good and bad road that can be 
taken by !'ree Will; d. an unknown quantity 
(like X); e. it shows affinity with Cup, divining
rod, etc., according to form; f. through its pho
netic affinity with J , v. a lso Yahweh and Tetra

,grammaton; 4. correspondence: a. period: 7 
years; b. body: the spleen, 
Yahweh 

l. the consonantal root can be supplied with 
various vowels: Jehova (faulty Christian pro
nunciation, obtained by combining the conso
nants with the vowels of Adonai), Yah, Yahu, 
etc.; 2. meanings: " I am" (or, he is, becomes), 
"he causes to fall" (rain, destruction), "he fell'' 
(meteor, storm), or "he loves" ; 3. the name is 
'ineffable' : a. for fear of abuse of the name, e.g. 
in magical formulae; the result was the oppo
site: the very avoidance of the name caused it 
to be feared more than any other, even among 
the 'heathens'; b. by giving God a name, the 
possibility of pther gods arises; 4. interpreta
tions of the consonants: A. Yod: a. Cabala: the 
active principle, the Creator, the original letter, 
from which all others sprang, and number Ten, 
completeness; making possible the creation of 
the Sephira (q.v.); b. Mystic: phallus, the male, 
the pointing finger; B. He: a. Cabala: the pas
sive principle, the great Receiver; b. Mystic: the 
vulva, opel)ing, window; C. Yau: a. Cabala: the 
medium letter, uniting the others, and trans
forming them; b. the hook or nail, capture; 5. 
the name is inscribed on the phylactery; on a 
pentacle it is a talisman (magical papyri); it may 
have been inscribed on Moses' rod; 6 . v. Jehova 
(for the Gnostic names), and Tetragrammaton. 
yarrow 

l. a plant belonging to the Compositae, 
often found in pastures and lawns to make a 
solid turf; other names: 'milfoil' (the official 
name is 'Achillae millefolium', because Achilles 
discovered its healing qualities), Nose-bleed, 
Blood wort, etc.; 2. folklore: a. it stops bleeding 
noses, but may also cause them to bleed; b. 
used at a wedding it guarantees at least seven 
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y 
years of love; c. anti-witchcraft: put on thresh
olds, in cradles, etc. 
yeast 

l. fermentation, love: "those Who boil else
where with such a lyric yeast of love" : E.A. Rob
i11son ('New England'); 2. folklore: a cure for 
leucorrhea ('the whites'), the plague, etc. 
yellow 

l. the colour of the sun: (sun-deities, espec
ially Apollo:) a. light: intelligence; diffusive 
wisdom, comprising intuition , comprehensive 
generalizations, as well as rationalization; spirit
ual maturity (the colour also of ripe fruit), in
spiration, revealed faith (St. Peter's mantle); 
judgment; 'les plis jaunes de la pensee' (Mal
larme: 'Herodiade'); b. warmth, love, magna
nimity, peace; c. purity (of spirit), constancy 
(of faith); d. riches and power: God promised 
Solomon the union of wisdom and fortune; e. 
fertility (divine virgin-mothers have yellow, or 
'golden' hair): harvest, abundance, hospitality; 
yellow robes were typical for the Dionysian fes
tivals; f. Aeneas' 'Golden' Bough, given him for 
his return from the Underworld; 2. love: a. 
among the Hebrews the colour of the marriage 
canopy; b. the 'Hymenaios'-singers in bridal 
processions wore yellow garments; c. Roman 
brides wore yellqw veils; yellow shoes we re 
worn for marriage (Catullus, 61); v. also Wed
ding-dress; d. in the 14th century in Hamburg 
prostitutes had to wear yellow scarfs; 3. the 
east, dawn; 4. further connections with Gold 
(q.v.): a. the colour of the philosophers' stone; 
b. dignity: official government documents and 
reports ('yellow books'); c. recognition, reward ; 

5. betrayal (inconstancy, adultery, etc.): a. 
traditionally the colour of Judas' dress; in 
Christian prosecution the colour assigned to the 
badge of Jews (in Venice, the German concen
tration-camps, etc.); b. "This yellow lachimo": 
Cymb. 2, 4; 6. cowardice, jealousy; 7. death 
and decay: a. the colour of leaves in autumn; b. 
the colour of the executioner of the Spanish 
Inquisition ; c. a mourning-colour in Modern 
Egypt; 8. sensationalism, diffusiveness lacking 
profundity: the yellow backs of trashy novels, 
jingoism in journalism; 9. melancholy: "green 
and yellow melancholy": Tw. N. 2, 4; 

10. enmity, lowest rank: in the M.A. worn 
by warriors, servan ts, pages, e tc.; an earthly col
our; 11. connected with Mercury: a. the god: 
variegated; v. also 8; b. the planet Mercurius; c . 
alch. : sulphur; 12. psych.: a . the opposite of, 
and the negation of, blue: yellow moves to
wards o'ne as blue recedes ; b. those who like the 
colour tend to have these characterist ics: extra· 
vert, diffusive interest in the outer world ; brav
ery; constancy; idealism, a cultist; inverted: dis
illusioned person, unsociable and sardonic; 13. 
correspondences : a. geometric figure: hexagon; 
b. bodily influence : the heart and lungs; c . 
gems: a ll golden gems (chrysoberyl, chrysolite, 
chrysoprase,, etc.), diamond, jasper; d . Germany: 
on the 8tli cent. map of St. Beatus; 14. J. 
Joyce: (with brown) the colour of paralysis and 
decay (of Dublin, etc.); 

15 . D. Thomas : the colour connects the sea 
with moon, sovereignty, and heaven, but also 
transitoriness (sand) and sterility; 16. folklore: 
a. one of the colotus of the Plague (with red 
and black); b. flowers uf this colour cure jaun
dice; c. unlucky among actors: do not use this 
colour for curbins, etc.; d. v. individual flowers 
(e.g. Marigold), and Wedding-dress; 17. v. Saf
fron. 
yellowhammer 

folklore: the bird is associated with the Dev
il : a . it drinks a drop of the Devil's blood every 
May Day morning; b. it is the servant of the 
snake: it warns the snake of approaching dan· 
ger, and hatches out the snake's eggs (or of the 
toad: v. Wheatear). 
yes 

l. the typical female word: e.g. Molly's 
monologue in J. Joyce's " Ulysses"; 2. acquies
cence to death, or death itself: "The yes to 
death, the yesman and the answer": do not say 
'yes' to death, who says 'yes', and is the result 
of 'yes': D. Thomas ('Now'). 
yew 

I. death (and immortality): a. the blood of 
a black bull, which was wreathed with yew and 
sacrificed to Hecate, was given to ghosts; b. it 
yields material for deadly weapons: e.g. b·ows; 
this is already mentioned in Vergil (Georg. 2, 
448) and Chaucer: "the sheter (shooter) ew" 
(PoF); cf. "And· dress your bows of yew" (the 
ballad 'Robin Hood and his Meiny'); c. it likes 
the cold of the North wind (Vergil's Georg. 2, 
113); yew-logs are good fuel for winter-time; 
and as a death-t ree it is connected with the Win
ter-solstice (and the Celtic letter I: v. Calendar); 
d. the path leading to the underworld is shaded 
by yew-trees : Ovid (Metam. 4, 432); e. its seed 
and foliage is poisonous, so that even cattle die 
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of it, and birds (or these may lose their feath
ers); thus it is 'double-fatal' (R2 3, 2), since it 
kills, and provides instruments of killing ; it is 
found in the witches' cauldron in Macb., and 
may have been the 'cursed hebenon' of Hamlet; 
f. "My shroud of white, stuck all with yew, 0, 
prepare it": Tw. N. 2, 4; g. in church-yards the 
roots spread to the mouth of the dead; cf. Ten
nyson: "Old Yew ... Thy fibres net the dream
less head; Thy roots are wrap! about the bones" 
('In Memoriam'); also J. Wi:bster (Wh. D. 4, 3); 
h. one o f the t rees which may have supplied the 
material for the Cross: "And there you will see 
sweet Jesus Christ, Nailed to a big yew-tree": 
the ballad The Seven Virgins' ; i. attribute of 
Grief: it kills the plants and exhausts the soil it 
grows on; 2. constancy, faith: an evergreen, 
which is long-lived and of long wear; 3. forget
fulness (in death): a. its berries are mentioned 
thus in J. Keats's 'Ode on Melancholy'; b. wine
barrels are often made of yew-staves; 4. astral. : 
related to Saturn; 

5. W.B. Yeats: two old Irish lovers (Baile 
and Aillinn) were. buried under the Christian 
apple and the pagan yew, the flame of their 
eternal love giving enough light to read by 
('Supernatural Songs !'); 6. T.S. Eliot : a . desire 
(of the world) reaching down to the skull even 
beyond death: 'Burnt Norton'; cf. 1, g; b. with 
the Rose: conjunction of opposites: birth/
death, desire/grief, etc.: 'Little Gidding' 5; 7. 
folklore: a. as it is a sacred tree it is very un
lucky to cut it down or even to bring branches 
into the house as evergreen Christmas decora
tion; b. love: its berries have a sticky sweetness, 
and fall at the church-porch, where marriages 
are celebrated. 
yoke 

l. union, balance; 2. a curb: attribute of 
patience, obedience, and toil; 3. tyranny, or 
temporal powers or destiny: a. Jeremiah walked 
with a yoke round his neck to symbolize the 
exile to Babylon (e.g. Ch. 27 and 29); b. Ro
meo shakes off the "yoke of inauspicious stars" 
(Rom. 5 , 3); 4. t ransgression: the yoke of trans
gression of Zion is found in Lament. 1, 14; 5 . 
sacrifice: connected with the ox; therefore also: 
fertility , sowing, etc.; 6. Christian: a. emblem 
of Christ; b. love of Christ (St. Augustine). 
Yule 

l. festival held at the winter-solstice; orgias
tic rites (accompanied by noise, lights, travesty, 
mock-deaths· and resurrections) are needed to 
ensure the rebirth of the sun, fertility, etc.'; 2. 
other importan t elements of the feast are the 
oak, mistletoe (q.v.), Boar (q.v.) ; 3. v. Calendar 
and· Seasons. 
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z 
I. it was introduced into Latin to represent 

Gr. Zeta; 2. symbolizes: a. what completes, per
fection; b. an unknown quantity (like X and 
Y); c. the zig-zag line of lighting, emblem of 
creative thunder-gods like Zeus; d. superfluity: 
"Thou whoreson zed! Thou unnecessary let
ter" : Lr. 2, 2; e. it sometimes varies with S 
(especially as ZZZ e.g. for 'Sanctus'); 4. co"e
spondence: body. stomach. 
Zebulun 

I. Jacob's ten th son, his sixth by Leah ; when 
he was born she said: "God hath endued me 
with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell 
with me, because I have born him six sons" 
(Gen. 30, 20) ; so she called him 'dwelling'; 2. 
emblem: a ship, because Gen. 49, 13 says: "Ze
bulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he 
shall be for an haven of ships" ; 3. writing: "of 
Zebulun they that handle the pen of the writer": 
Judg. 5, 14; 4. warrior: "Zebulun and Naphtali 
were a people that jeoparded their lives unto 
the death in the high places of the field": Judg. 
5, 18; 5. astral. : Pisces; 6. gem. : according to 
A.V. a diamond; R. Graves suggests a sea-green 
beryl. 
Zephyr( us) 

1. personified: a. it is one of the four most 
important winds: a son of E6s-Aurora; he is the 
god of the cooling, gentle breeze: "the sweet 
gale of Zephyrus is hushing the rage of the equi
noctial sky" (Catullus, 46); b. a young man with 
a sweet and serene air; he has butterfly wings 
and a crown composed of all kinds of flowers, 
since he has a good influence on Nature and 
was married to Chloris, goddess of flowers; it 
sets the trees in blossom (v. Vergil: Georg. 2, 
330); c. dew-breathing; it is connected with 
spring (Callimachus H2, 82); 2. anything light 
and airy: "The frolic wind that breathes the 
spring, Zephyr, with Aurora playing, As he met 
her once a-Maying": Milton ("L' Allegro"); 3. 
the father of important horses (cf. Boreas): · 
Xanthus and Balius (by the harpy Podarge). 
zero 

1. the female principle (beside male 1, to
gether the 10 of completion), the womb, the 
vulva; though nothing by itself, it multiplies the 
preceding number decimally: "Like a cipher 
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(Yet standing in rich place) I multiply with one 
'We thank you' many thousands moe, that go 
before it": Wint. I , 2; 2. D. Thomas: womb and 
moon; 3. v. 0, Nothing. 
zig-zag 

I. lightning, electricity: emblem of thunder
deities like Zeus; 2. the waves (q.v.) ot the sea: 
regeneration, spiritual purification and rebirth, 
etc.; two horizontal zig-zag lines are the symbol 
-0f Aquarius. 
zircon 

1. the gem is associated with Capricorn and 
Virgo; 2. virtues: a. it enhances insight into 
character ; b. it gives joy and amity; d. it guards 
against jealousy and theft; d. it disperses evil 
spirits, especially those causing sickness. 
Zodiac 

I. the rather narrow path of constellations 
travelled by the sun, moon, and planets; since 
most of these constellations have the names of 
animals, the path was called the Zodiac: 'circle 
of animals' or 'the little animals'; 2. for some 
time people counted the middle of a sign, now 
(since 150 B.C.) the beginning of a sign; 3. the 
disturbance in the direction of the earth-axis 
causes us to view the universe from a slightly 
different angle; in the year 3,000 B.C. the alpha
star of Draconis can have served as a polar star; 
now it is the alpha of Ursa Minor; in every 
26,000 years it has the same position; the equi
noxes change with this movement, so that the 
vernal equinox moved away (and back) from 
Aries, till it is in Pisces now; A. if we compare 
the present situation with that of Babylon we 
get: 

period Babylon now 

spring- Gemini Aries 
equinox Shepherds' festiva l 

mid- Virgo Cancer 
summer Ishtar 

autumn- Sagittarius Libra 
equinox Nergal-Mars 

midwinter Pisces Capricorn 
water-
resurrection 

B. man's history can be divided, according to 
this precession, into 2000-year cycles: I. 2000 
B.C. A.O.: the Age of Aries: the ageofZeus
Dionysus - Pan, etc.; b. A.O. - 2000 ,A.O.: the 
Age of Pisces: the age of Christ (whose symbol is 
a fish); c. 2000 A.O. - 4000 A.O.: the Age of 
Aquarius: world-wide organizations, internation
al brotherhoods, etc.; 4. anatom ical correspond
ences: (17th cent. transl. of a Roman poem): 
"The Ram defends the Head, the Neck the Bull, 

Zodiac 

The Arms, bright Twins, are subject to your 
Rule ; I' th' Shoulders Leo, and the Crab's obey
ed I' th' Breast, and in the Guts the modest 
Maid; I', th' Buttocks Libra, Scorpio warms De
sires In Secret Parts, and spreads unruly Fires; 
The Thighs the Centaur, and the Goat com
mands The Knees, and binds them up with dou
ble bands. The parted Legs in moist Aquarius 
meet, And Pisces gives Protection to the Feet." 
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