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Egyptian Arabic

Introduction

Reading can be defined as “the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its message.”
To put it another way, reading consists of coming
back to speech through its graphic symbols. In
short, meanings reside in the sounds of the spoken
language. Speaking a language is the necessary first
step to acquiring the ability to read a language with
meaning.

Arabic is written in the Arabic alphabet which
dates back to pre-Islamic periods. It is used today
in any country where Arabic is spoken. It has also
been adopted by neighboring countries whose
language is not Arabic, such as Iran, Afghanistan,
and Pakistan. Although Arabic dialects differ, they
are all written using the same alphabet.

Acomplete listing of the Arabic alphabet has been
included for your reference, beginning on page 8. It
is shown in a 2-page spread, reading right to left.
This is to be used only as a guide since all of the
necessary information for beginning to read in
Arabic will be given in the audio portion of the
readings. In the reading lessons for this course, you
will practice recognition and pronunciation of
Arabic letters and combination of letters, as well as
their use in different words and contexts.
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Introduction (continued)

Egyptian Arabic

The recorded portion of the reading materials for
Egyptian Arabic will be found at the end of the
program. You can do the readings as it is most con-
venient for you. They can be done individually after
every other unit or so, or done entirely after
completing the full 30 units. Instructions on how to
proceed with the readings are contained on Cassette
/ CD Sixteen.

The Arabic Alphabet

The Arabic writing system is easy to learn and
master because the Arabic alphabet has a high cor-
respondence between sound and symbol. This
means that a letter is pronounced almost the same in
every word position.

The Arabic alphabet contains 28 letters in
addition to the hamza (glottal stop) and two variants
of existing letters (alif and ta). A number of dia-
critical marks complement the alphabet. These are
signs written above or below the letters; they are
listed on page 12. Each letter has four different
representations, depending on its position within a
word. There is an independent form, as well as a
beginning, a middle, and an end form.

Arabic is written cursively, reading from right to
left, with the letters connected to one another.
However, some letters connect only to preceding
letters, or from the right side. These are known as
one-way connectors. The other group is called two-
way connectors as they connect to other letters
from both sides.

The alphabet contains three long vowels: alif
(aa), waw (uu), and ya (ii). The latter two function
also as semi-vowels, as in “wet” and “yes.” There
are three short counterparts of these vowels repre-
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Egyptian Arabic
The Arabic Alphabet (continued)

sented by diacritical marks: the fatha (a), the damma
(u), and the kasra (i). They are about half as long. A
tiny circle written above a consonant is called sukun
and represents the absence of a vowel.

The mark that resembles a tiny w is called
“shadda.” It signifies a doubled consonant. For
example, this mark over the letter t in the word for
“six” makes the word pronounced /sit-tah/ rather
than /sitah/ if it were not there.

If you are not familiar with the Arabic alphabet,
you may at first find that it takes some time to
associate the appropriate sounds with each letter
and/or group of letters. Therefore, we recommend
that you take the Reading Lessons at your own pace,
repeating each until you feel comfortable
proceeding to the next. With a little effort, you will
be astonished at how quickly you are reading
Arabic.
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Egyptian Arabic Egyptian Arabic
The Arabic Alphabet (continued) The Arabic Alphabet
s i e e
Tratelieration Posifion _Posttion __ Postion Rl e R
aa L L | ' i alif |
b - - e Ly baa’ <
t s s = G taa’ o
th & = 3 3 U thaa’ &
g (o - - N geem (A
= - - ela Haa’ '
kh &= Sy LA ela khaa’ t
d - - 3 Jis daal 3
dh > kS 3 JIs dhaal 3
r > > 8] #ly ol J
z > > d ) _y 3
s o —~ — e seen o
sh o i - i sheen ol
S g —a - I slao Saad )
D - - - s Daad )
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Egyptian Arabic Egyptian Arabic
The Arabic Alphabet (continued) The Arabic Alphabet (continued)
e o g S——
Trgz,lgl‘ilaa):'tilltlion Pgsi?t?(l)n 33:3.'3:1 PI(:;iittii?)ln Neme TraI::lli‘tl:ri:;i - e

T - - b el Taa’ b

Dh & = & sUS Dhaa’ L

¢ & = = o cayn ¢

gh 3 S - oud ghayn ¢

f - 4 - sl faa’ o

4 & A = SU qaaf )

oL 2k = Sl kaaf d

1 ) A e a¥ laam J

m - - - asa meem A

n o - - 08 noon O

h “ <+ - sla haa’ °

uu/w 5 5 3 99 waaw )

eely - = - | an yaa’ ¢

a8 It - - 3,9da )i alif maqSoora .

t i - » ! dbgaye sl taa’ marbooTa 5



[image: image8.jpg]12

13
e
Egyptian Arabic Egyptian Arabic
Diacritical Marks Lesson 1
Name in Name Sound Letter 1
Transliteration ‘ :
sukuun O 35.:4.- none 0 . s 2
no vowel follows, above the letter
Jda 3
fatHa dials a ”’ lalg 4.
short vowel, above the letter
I3 5
Damma dad u 2 3l 6.
short vowel, above the letter .
aly 7
kasra o J.u.nS i P I5ls 8.
short vowel, below the letter .
laly 9
shadda 33 none W 1315 10

indicates a double consonant, above the letter
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Lesson 2 Lesson 3
as L laly L
Ais 2 < Slaly, 2
laly 3. ‘ a9y 3
3ls 4. 9, 4
L, s dey S
Je e ay 6
Jb T .43 T
a, s o9l 8
Lla o ols 9
lsl, 10, oL (w) 10
Sla 1 LL 1L
Iy 12 a9 12
oy 13 ? sl 13
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Egyptian Arabic Egyptian Arabic
Lesson 4 ] Lesson 5
294 1. ) g‘-‘J‘:‘ 1.
298 2 ; soby 2
2o 3 so 3
“-"L! 4 E;JL) 4
9aly s LG s
i ol 6
) it 3
iy w0 (3) 8

g.gla 9 -
w3d 10 B P
(=) " .
L2 Z b (3) 1.
b 13, \ 12
SS9 14 : gy (&) 13,

J 5

sols 15, aid 1.
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Lesson 6 Lesson 7

gss LB ol s Il 1L
w2 Ote: ol6. sosl 2
ol 3 b Il 3.
»b 4 Ly 18, ool 4

Jos s Jlasi o Jss 5

Ju 6 2 20 13Y 6

al () 7 7

oY (¥) s uly 8

JU (Y o ok 9
syl 10 ol 10
Julo 1 S m
wlh(L) 12 “,_u (=) 12
AL 1. ey (a) B

Y oo14. d.n.u 14.
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Lesson 8 Lesson 9

;b;a 15, ESJL‘ 1. 1 ug.{.g (_3.) 15: T S
L 16 sob 2 s 16 M
ol 17 il 3 S 17 a3
ols 18, S 4 sys 8. Jlgs 4
S8 19, Ay s, SE 19, & s
Jas 20 S8 & Juls 20, Lre! G

g-si 7. Q_s (_a) 7

u:_ui 8. u:ﬂ 8

«.—j 9. i (2) 9

..,:.si 10. - s, 0.

PRI TR | N TE

13l 12, By 12

el, 13 Suym 13

9[9.3 14. ' ugJ:i(_;) 14.
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Lesson 10
J,_a..\/.\ k3. u:d 1
ussd Cle, T O]
Sl 17, o 3
Sy 18, Jus 4
b 19 J._m 5.
g.’sl..\ 20. é._g).ﬂ 6.
alf oo 8 ,fq.\l 7.
Jo 8.
Jadl 9,
s j 10.
Saga 1L
Jzu.a_. 12.
SaAS 13,

14.

Lesson 11

i 15 6)4 1.
owsy 6. JJJ:‘ 2.
sy 17 g..‘slj 3.
LA 18 o, 4
whode 019, .| yapufae) 8.
obus () 6.

Sos« T

Lis b

PRI Y

S 10,

st L

ovsr 12,
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Egyptian Arabic ‘ Egyptian Arabic

Lesson 12 Lessonl3

abe <15, a1} ssla 15, dadg L
St 16, _eJ 2. Jda 16 iy L
) 17 ady 3. pag 17 ke 3
elus 18, Sais 4 s s, Loal 4.
Jus 19, V- ) uS:» 19. Bew 5
plis 20 a6 Jbss 6
ool 7 ol 7

ogls (o) 8 I 8

sy (wa) 9 eeag 9

>l 10 O 10,

15, | _.:\S 11.

,._\..::3 12. os, 12

al 13 el 13

Oae 14, elaa 14,
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Lesson 14 Lesson 15

AL 1S ol 1. | glaial 15 e L
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Lesson 16 Lesson 17
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Lesson 18
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