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Drowsy residents are rattled by the rata-tat-tat and BOOM! BOOM! as 50

Army commandos fast-rope down into four separate parts of Pittsburgh from

nine unlit, unmarked Black Hawk helicopters. The sudden raid "turned

parts of the city into war zones, complete with the sounds of explosions

and gunfire that frightened residents and sent one pregnant women into

labor..."

Frantic radio talk show callers swear to seeing the dreaded black

helicopter.

No, it isn't a script synopsis for the opening scene of a new John Milius

film. It's a real-life story, one that began at 2200 hours Monday, 3

June, and continued into the early morning of Tuesday. The quotes are

from a front-page story in The Washington Times on 6 June 1996.

Local lawmen claimed not to know much about the decidedly military exer-

cise. Small comfort to the more than 100 frightened citizens who phoned

the Pittsburgh Police Department during the first 30 minutes. The

eventual explanation came from far away, from Lieutenant Colonel Ken

McGraw of the U.S. Army Special Operations Command at Fort Bragg, North

Carolina.

Green Beret units must "be able to deploy in any place in the world at a

moment's notice," McGraw said. "The only way you can train for urban

deployment is to train in that environment.... We canceled Tuesday's

operation to... not cause further disruption."

McGraw said similar training had been conducted in other cities, rattling

off Los Angeles, Dallas, Miami and Detroit. No mishaps have occurred, he

assured curious reporters.

The official explanation was intriguing enough: Green Beret commandos

routinely simulating attacks on civilian property in America's streets.

The real explanation is even more mysterious.

Citing their concern for the military's expanding role with civilian law

enforcement, several military and civilian sources with intelligence and

security backgrounds, including a member of the United States Special

Operations Command, dispute the official version of the Pittsburgh

incident. Public safety also prompted them to step briefly from the

shadows.

Two of the sources contacted Soldier Of Fortune directly in response to a

recent article about the close, routine and expanding relationship

between the Federal Bureau of Investigation Hostage Rescue Team (HRT) and

the U.S. Army's highly classified Delta regiment (see "Black Suits,

Badges and Bradleys," SOF, August '96).

The Pittsburgh incident, two similar ones in separate Chicago suburbs on

two consecutive nights in June 1995, and other nocturnal operations in

other U.S. cities are not urban warfare training exercises for generic

Green Beret units, said these sources, who all demanded anonymity.

These incidents, which are growing in number, are actually internal

security training missions staged by the Army's Delta Force. And the

operations routinely include some members of local law enforcement

Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) teams.

"They do a city each quarter," one Army source said. "The Pittsburgh

operation was 'A' Squadron, the current CT [counterterrorism] squadron."

Citing public safety concerns, he disputed McGraw's assertion that

participants in these exercises only use blank ammunition, and that there

had been "no mishaps."

"The deal with helicopters flying in and playing soundtracks of gunfire?"

the Army source posed. "That was to cover the real gunfire."

In downtown Miami, in an assault on an abandoned building at about 0200

hours "one day" last year, a sniper bullet penetrated a window, hit the

bullet trap, ricocheted and penetrated an interior wall. On the other

side, customers in an all night business were startled as the bullet

whizzed harmlessly through and exited through another window. No one was

hurt.

This was confirmed by a civilian law enforcement source familiar with the

incident who also requested anonymity. The same source described a

similar mishap involving Delta and an excessively large explosive charge

in an industrial area near New Orleans.

After a takedown exercise at an abandoned petroleum cracking plant near

New Orleans, Delta had to pay the facility's corporate owner an

additional $95,000 to repair a three-front section of wall damaged in an

explosion.

Extra-Legal Law Enforcement?

More troubling is that these internal security exercises by Delta, which

double as liaison and training missions to local law enforcement, are not

bound by restrictions against involvement in civilian law enforcement

that apply to most military units. As reported in the referenced article

in the August issue of SOF, Delta is exempted from the Posse Comitatus

Act by a classified portion of Presidential Decision Directive No. 25

(PDD-25) signed by President Clinton early in his administration.

Most disturbing, though, is the allegation that Delta, the Navy's SEAL

Team Six and the Army's 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (SOAR

160) have been used occasionally to augment--in one alleged incident even

replace--civilian lawmen involved in federal-prison barricade situations.

These claims were made by four separate sources, three in two branches of

the military, and the fourth in civilian law enforcement. Among other

allegations, they say PDD-25's classified exemption for the Comitatus Act

covers not just Delta, but its higher command, the Joint Special

Operations Command. JSOC is headquartered at Fort Bragg and accountable

only to the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the president.

McGraw denied that the Pittsburgh operation was anything except what was

reported, and routinely declined to speak about Delta.

Secreted behind berms and two rows of 10-foot security fences ringing its

six-mile perimeter, Delta's $75 million headquarters building is located

on the old Range 19 complex at Fort Bragg.

"The Pentagon still refuses to publicly acknowledge that Delta Force even

exists," veteran Pentagon journalist Douglas C. Waller wrote in his book,

The Commandos: The Inside Story of America 's Secret Soldiers.

"It's a somewhat silly subterfuge," Waller wrote. "A visitor can walk

into offices at the U.S. Special Operations Command at Tampa and find

coffee mugs sporting the secret Delta Force logo: a kelly green triangle

inlaid with a white dagger and another gold triangle."

The anonymous assertions that the Pittsburgh incident, and others, were

Delta training missions are lent further credence by Waller's chapter on

the unit, in which he recounts "one exercise [in which] Delta commandos...

use[d] an abandoned Los Angeles jail...." Abandoned

hospitals and office buildings have also been used, said SOF's sources.

"Ken McGraw's response to the incident in Pittsburgh was a total cover,"

said the USSOC source. "Nothing was canceled. They routinely use the

Green Beret ruse to mask Delta. But it's not Army Special Forces. A lot

of the guys in Delta now have never been in Special Forces."

Waller describes in his book how, "twice a year, Delta's administrative

staff makes a secret visit to St. Louis, Missouri, to pour over military

records at the Army's main personnel center." While Delta recruiters

closely evaluate Green Berets and Rangers, they also, "depending on what

special skills are needed...at the moment... review the files of soldiers

from other branches...."

The urban training missions take a lot of time. And a lot of money.

"They send an ADVON (advance team) down about a month before," one source

said. "The ADVON gets with the local SWAT teams. It's very close-hold

until it starts to go down, and then they issue a discreet heads-up."

In the Pittsburgh case, McGraw told The Washington Times, the Army

notified the police and civilians in the "immediate vicinity," but didn't

"put out any broad, sweeping statement that covers everybody. We don't

want to unnecessarily alarm people.... And we don't want ... a lot of

people wanting to observe the training...."

The sources said site selection and timing are crucial.

Ryder Trucks Full Of Explosives

"The ADVON will link with the SWAT team, drive around the city and

conduct site selection for abandoned buildings whose owners agree to rent

them out as temporary training facilities," one said. "Typically, it's an

abandoned or sparsely populated industrial area."

Once a site selection is made, Delta sends up rental trucks packed with

ordnance, weapons and other gear, all driven by teams of Delta

operatives. Once they arrive, the building is set up for whatever

training scenario has been selected, preparation that includes bullet

traps in windows, hallways and behind doors.

"They try to pick a time when it'll be quiet," he said. "Early in the

week is good. The other Delta guys will infiltrate by private vehicle,

commercial air. They're filtered in. Stay at hotels, in safe-houses,

whatever the ADVON has set up. And they link up with the local SWAT

guys... This is where you get some of the black helicopter tales... They

only do it once. There is no rehearsal on the actual target site....

They're doing live-fire exercises."

There have been "some foul-ups," he said, citing the Miami incident.

"One of the key elements deployed with the ADVON and the assault team is

the counterintelligence (CI) unit. They have badges and plenty of cash

for contingency problems."

"If anything untoward happens, they flip the badges and suggest that it

would be helpful to God and country to keep your mouth shut. They'll

blanket a small area. And, if necessary, they might bribe or threaten

someone to keep them quiet. There's accountability for the money, pre-

sumably, but it's very secret internal accountability, and no outside

oversight."

Counter-intelligence?

In the Miami incident, "the CI people were there almost immediately"

after the errant bullet plunged through the wall of the all-night

business and pinged through a street-front window. "They flipped their

badges, pleaded national security, made some vague threats and passed

around some loot. It's the old force-and-fraud thing. Shut up, and here's

some cash for your trouble."

Then there are the allegations of JSOC assets, such as Delta, SEAL Team 6

and SOAR 160, being "loaned" to the Department of Justice in isolated

incidents to defuse hostage-barricade situations in federal prison.

A military source at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, described in some detail a

federal prison riot in Talledega, Alabama, in 1988. He said SOAR 160,

then known as Task Force 160, provided the tactical insertion for the

takedown team. That team, he said, was a Navy SEAL team, probably SEAL

Team 6.

"HRT was standing aside. There was controversy about Posse Comitatus

within the unit, especially among our pilots," the Army aviation source

said. "There was a lot of question about whether they should do that or

not."

That's not the only time military intervention has been considered to

quell a disturbance at the federal prison in Talledega, said another

military source, this one at Quantico, Virginia, familiar with the close

knit relationship between the FBI's HRT and elite military commando

teams.

Although very good at what they do, and mission-oriented, some within the

new internal security establishment have misgivings about their mission

since the federal fiascoes at Waco et al. These impromptu leaflets were

dropped over Florida by a SOAR 160 pilot, but went unnoticed.

The other Talledega incident occurred while the HRT was tied down in the

51 day Waco siege. Use of a SEAL team instead of HRT for a takedown

operation "was discussed," said the Quantico source. As it turned out,

HRT resolved it peacefully, without military assistance.

In a separate, but not as recent, incident at the federal prison in

Atlanta, Delta was called in to take down a prisoner-barricade situation,

said the USSOC source. Like the second Talledega takedown in 1993, the

crisis was resolved without violence.

In Atlanta, "there was no resistance. I believe they [inmates] knew these

were more than federal agents coming in. Delta did the take-down. HRT

took the credit."

Debate continues in the ranks, the sources agree.

"At first, no one really questioned it," said the Kentucky source. "We

were thinking about Islamic terrorists. We'd always thought of the

civilian agents as the good guys. After Waco ... it took on a more sin-

ister light."

So much so that a disgruntled SOAR 160 pilot printed up propaganda

leaflets condemning the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms for

thuggish conduct. He dropped thousands over Florida, but was disappointed

that there was no public notice.

Now, the public is noticing. But officials, civilian and military, say

very little. When hundreds of sleeping residents in Des Plaines,

Illinois, near Chicago, were awakened by gunfire, explosions and swooping

helicopters in June 1995, local police "said they never heard of it," the

Chicago Sun-Times reported. An Illinois State Police spokesman finally

admitted it was "some sort of SWAT thing; multijurisdictional. We can't

talk about it." Call Department of Defense, he said.

"Routine exercise," said Mike Sienda, a Pentagon spokesman. "Military

police."

Next night, in another Chicago suburb, Lemont, an abandoned seminary was

"invaded." One neighbor thought a nearby refinery had exploded.

"Routine training," Sienda repeated the next day. This time it was "a

navigational exercise."

Navigational training? With gunfire and explosions?

"There was some of that, too," Sienda told reporter Zay N. Smith. No one

was notified in advance because "we didn't want to attract attention."

