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note on sources
Although oral testimonies are subject to fallible human memories, they have none-
theless proven invaluable in explaining several documents collected for this study.
Documents never before seen by historians, found in people’s closets, basements,
and desk drawers, created a much fuller and complex history, especially when their
owners supplied the background and history of the documents as well. These sources
helped re-create the unique and tragic history of the Mischlinge, which is still so
little understood over half a century later. The thousands of pages of documents
and oral testimonies (on 8 mm video and VHS video) in this study are now part of
the permanent collection at the Bundesarchiv-Militärarchiv in Freiburg, Germany,
as the Bryan Mark Rigg Collection. Although interviews need to be treated with some
skepticism, they have repeatedly shown that oral history often enriches rather than
contradicts historical documents. All too often, history is written without the human
element, that is, without knowing what these people thought, felt, and believed. Oral
history helps reconstruct many of these people’s thoughts, feelings, and beliefs through
their diaries, letters, interviews, and photographs. In this way, a healthy combination
of hard documents or primary sources and secondary sources and testimonies expands
our sense of this history. Often one reads about men and women but feels no human
connection with them. The interviews were done to try to bridge this gap and to pro-
vide readers with the means to enter these men’s and women’s thoughts and feelings
to understand them better and to deepen readers’ knowledge of this history.

introduction
1. Some loose translations of Mischlinge are “half-breeds,” “hybrids (Zwischen-

rasse),” or “partial Jews.”
2. Wehrmacht was the German word for the German armed forces from 1935 to

1945.
3. See chapter 3 on German-Jewish assimilation.
4. Since Austria was united with Germany under Hitler’s rule, discussion of

German-Jewish assimilation here often includes Austrian-Jewish assimilation.
5. See chapter 9, “What Did Mischlinge Know about the Holocaust?” The term

“Holocaust” only came into general use in the 1960s as the full scope and im-
pact of Nazi Jewish policy became clear. “Holocaust” is used throughout this
section to mean the Nazi genocidal policy.

6. To read about the sources used in this book, see “Note on Sources.”

chapter 1: who is a jew?
1. Asher Maoz, “Who Is a Convert?” International Association of Jewish Law-

yers and Jurists, 15 (December 1997): 11.
2. B.C.E. (before the common era) is used where B.C. was used in the past. C.E.

(common era) is used for A.D. Karen Armstrong, A History of God: A Four-

n o t e s



thousand-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (New York, 1993),
p. 12.

3. The Ivrim, or Hebrews, were members of any group of Semitic peoples who
lived in ancient Palestine and claimed descent from the biblical patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The literal meaning of the word Hebrew is the
people “who crossed over” or the people “from the other side of the river.”
Max I. Dimont, Jews, God, and History (New York, 1994), pp. 30–31; Uri
Kaploun, ed., Likkutei Dibburim: An Anthology of Talks by Rabbi Yosef
Yitzchak Schneersohn of Lubavitch, vol. 3 (New York, 1990), pp. 46–47.

4. Leo Trepp, The Complete Book of Jewish Observance (New York, 1980), p. 2.
5. Dimont, p. 33; Armstrong, p. 72. Interestingly, Ivri, or Hebrew, from the root

avar, meaning “cross over,” also connotes one who crosses over the bounds
of propriety accepted by common culture. Abraham lived in a polytheistic
world. By aŸirming his faith in one God, he crossed over the line. He became
an iconoclast, an idol smasher. However, some believe that Abraham simply
returned to the pure faith. Maimonides holds that monotheism was only
reinitiated by Abraham, not discovered. See Baruch Frydman-Kohl, “Cov-
enant, Conversion, and Chosenness: Maimonides and Halvei On ‘Who Is a
Jew’?” Judaism 41, no. 1 (winter 1992): 69.

6. Dimont, pp. 43–47; Matthew Black and H. H. Rowley, eds., Peake’s Com-
mentary on the Bible (New York, 1963), p. 74. Torah (rendered “law”) liter-
ally means “direction” or “teaching.” The Torah is the ¤ve books of Moses,
or Pentateuch.

7. Dimont, p. 39; BA-MA, BMRS, File Dovid Gottlieb, Gottlieb to Rigg,
05.07.2001; Lecture given by Rabbi Cordoza at the Yeshiva Ohr Somayach, 27
December 1993; information given to the author by Henry Soussan (former
president of Heidelberg’s Jewish community) in December 1997 and by Rabbi
Avraham Laber, rabbi of Congregation Beth Tephilah, Orthodox Synagogue
of Troy, New York, January 2001; Herman Wouk, This Is My God: The Jew-
ish Way of Life (New York, 1959), p. 35. In academic circles, there is no his-
torical validation of the revelation at Sinai.

8. Trepp, p. 1.
9. From the tribe of Dan, one of the twelve tribes of Israel.

10. Leviticus 24:10–12 New International Version (NIV); Yisrael Isser Zvi
Herczeg, ed., The Torah: With Rashi’s Commentary (Brooklyn, 1994),
pp. 309–11; Black and Rowley, Peake’s Commentary, pp. 251–52. Another
interpretation says that this Danite was rejected not because he had an Egyptian
father but because he had rejected God. Still another interpretation says that
he only wanted to belong to a certain tribe to inherit land. Thus, the tribes
rejected him because of his motivation for trying to join them.

11. Genesis 41:45 NIV; Nosson Scherman and Meir Zlotowitz, eds., The Artscroll
Series Torah with Rashi’s Commentary: Genesis (Brooklyn, 1997), pp. 459–
60; Enger’s Dictionary, p. 606; Jack Miles, God: A Biography (New York,
1995), p. 83. On was an ancient city in northern Egypt. The city was also known
as Heliopolis.
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12. Numbers 12:1 NIV; The Artscroll Series with Rashi’s Commentary, pp. 135–
36; Black and Rowley, Peake’s Commentary, p. 259; Dimont, pp. 38, 42; Miles,
p. 101. Interestingly, Moses’ brother Aaron and sister Miriam disapproved of
Moses’ marriage to this Ethiopian. Numbers 12:1–2 NIV; Miles, p. 101; Trepp,
p. 260.

13. BA-MA, BMRS, File Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb, Gottlieb to Rigg, 05.07.2001.
14. The Tanach according to Christians is the Old Testament.
15. The Talmud is the rabbinic codi¤cation of the oral tradition. It was codi¤ed

around 500 C.E.
16. Halakah is the body of Jewish scriptural law. Jacob Immanuel Schochet, Who

Is a Jew? Thirty Questions and Answers about This Controversial and Divi-
sive Issue (Brooklyn, 1987), p. 32. Often, the term Din Torah is interpreted as
being tantamount to Halakah. See Maoz, “Who Is a Convert?” p. 12.

17. Hayim Halevy Donin, To Be a Jew (New York, 1991), p. 8; Howard M. Sachar,
A History of Israel, vol. 2, From the Aftermath of the Yom Kippur War (Ox-
ford, 1987), p. 139; Lawrence H. SchiŸman, Who Was a Jew? Rabbinic and
Halakhic Perspectives on the Jewish-Christian Schism (New Jersey, 1985),
pp. 9–11; Trepp, pp. 247–54, 299; Dimont, p. 272; Schochet, Who Is a Jew?
pp. 18, 28; Norman Lamm, “Who Is a Jew? The Supreme Court and The
Supreme Judge,” in Who Is a Jew? pp. 83–84; Nissim Rejwan, “Who’s a Jew?
Two Famous Non-Questions Answered,” in Who Is a Jew? p. 95; Asher Cohen
and Bernard Susser, Israel and the Politics of Jewish Identity: The Secular-
Religious Impasse (London, 2000), p. 33; Federal Research Division, ed., Israel:
A Country Study (Washington, D.C., 1990), p. 107.

18. Schochet, p. 18.
19. BA-MA, BMRS, File Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb, Gottlieb to Rigg, 05.07.2001.
20. Alfred Kolatch, The Jewish Book of Why (New York, 1981), pp. 13–14.
21. Israel: A Country Study, p. 107; Rejwan, “Who’s a Jew?” in Who Is a Jew?

p. 97; Donin, p. 9.
22. Nissim Rejwan, “Who’s a Jew?” in Who Is a Jew? p. 97.
23. Lecture given by Rabbi Gottlieb at the Yeshiva Ohr Somayach on 24 Decem-

ber 1993.
24. See Wouk, p. 35.
25. BA-MA, Bryan Mark Rigg Sammlung (BMRS), interview Shlomo Perel,

10.09.1994, T-16; Sally Perel, Ich war Hitlerjunge Salomon (Berlin, 1992), p. 82.
26. Saul Friedländer, Nazi Germany and the Jews, vol. 1, The Years of Persecu-

tion, 1933–1939 (New York, 1997), p. 172.
27. Nicholas De Lange, Judaism (New York, 1986), p. 4.
28. Rabbis N. Scherman and M. Zlotowitz, eds., The Complete Artscroll Siddur

(Brooklyn, 1984), pp. 90–91. The Shema is the Jewish profession of faith.
Armstrong, p. 52.

29. De Lange, p. 20.
30. H. G. Adler, The Jews in Germany (London, 1969), p. 100.
31. There is really no race besides the human race. There are diŸerent ethnicities,

but race is almost impossible to de¤ne scienti¤cally. See Schochet, p. 15.
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32. This is a derogatory term by which Ethiopian Jews do not like to be called. A
literal meaning of Falashas is “outsiders,” depicting how the Ethiopians treated
their Jewish minority. Sachar, p. 108.

33. Sachar, p. 108; David Kessler, The Falashas: A Short History of the Ethiopian
Jews (London, 1996), p. 154.

34. The Hebrew term giyur is used for conversion to Judaism. The Hebrew word
lechumra means that if there are two views, one stringent and one lenient, then
the stringent one must be followed. Rejwan, “Who’s a Jew?” in Who Is a Jew?
p. 93.

35. Maoz, “Who Is a Convert?” p. 12.
36. Sachar, p. 108. See also Kessler, pp. 154–57.
37. Sachar, pp. 109–10, 139.
38. Cohen and Susser, 34–36; Schochet, p. 32; Sachar, pp. 137–39. Many religious

Jews want this secular de¤nition changed to read “has converted to Judaism
Halakically,” meaning they have gone through an Orthodox conversion. Philip
S. Alexander, Textual Sources for the Study of Judaism (Manchester, 1984),
pp. 166–67; David Bleich, “The Proposal for a ‘Neutral’ Beis Din,” in Who Is
a Jew? p. 101; Israel: A Country Study, pp. 109, 389.

39. BA-MA, BMRS, interview Major Yoav Delarea, 05.07.1998. See also Sachar,
pp. 109, 139.

40. Within all these movements, there are diŸerent denominations. For example,
within the Orthodox movement, there are the Modern, Mizrachi, Sefards, Shas,
Traditional, and Hasidic Orthodox.

41. Sometimes this de¤nition can be diŸicult to enforce. For example, when
Oswald Rufeisen (also known as Brother Daniel), a Holocaust survivor and
convert to Christianity, applied to the Israeli government to be de¤ned as a
Jew in his papers, he was denied. Although he was born of a Jewish mother,
the Israeli court did not recognize him as a Jew because he had changed his
religion. Israel recognizes a Jew only as a Jew if he or she is not a member of
another religion. Maoz, “Who Is a Convert?” p. 13; Alexander, pp. 168–71;
Israel: A Country Study, p. 108.

42. Israel: A Country Study, p. 110.
43. See Maoz, “Who Is a Convert?” pp. 11–19; Schochet, pp. 31, 73–75; Lamm,

“Who is a Jew? The Supreme Court and the Supreme Judge,” in Who Is a Jew?
p. 87; Israel Religious Action Center, “Assaults against Reform Continue”
(www.irac.org) 10 September 1997.

44. Sachar, pp. 139–40.
45. BA-MA, BMRS, File Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb, Gottlieb to Rigg, 05.07.2001. See

also Frydman-Kohl, p. 64.
46. Maoz, “Who Is a Convert?” p. 17.
47. Schochet, p. 14.
48. Ibid.
49. As Raul Hilberg notes, the term “Aryan” “is not even a race designation. At

best, it is a term for a linguistic-ethnic group.” Raul Hilberg, Destruction of
the European Jews (New York, 1961), p. 45, n. 6. The Nazis used the term to
describe a people they believed were Germanic, blond, and blue-eyed.
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50. A local Party leader of the Nazi Party.
51. Die Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) was the name of

the Nazi Party.
52. BA-MA, BMRS, interview Helmut Krüger, 27, 31.08.1994, T-13; Helmut

Krüger, Der Halbe Stern. Leben als deutsch-jüdischer Mischlinge im Dritten
Reich (Berlin, 1992), p. 88.

53. Jeckes is a derogatory Yiddish term meaning “jackets” and was used to describe
German Jews who usually wore nice-¤tting suits—hence, the term “jackets.”
This term was most commonly used for German Jews who lived in Palestine,
but now has come into popular use among many Israeli and American Jews.

54. Steven E. Aschheim, Brothers and Strangers: The East European Jew in Ger-
man and German Jewish Consciousness, 1800–1923 (Wisconsin, 1982), p. 3;
BA-MA, BMRS, File Peter Noa, Bl. 9.

55. Aschheim, pp. 3–5, 13–14.
56. Ibid., p. 152.
57. Wouk, p. 240.
58. Erwin A. Schmidl, Juden in der K.(u.) K. Armee, 1788–1918, Studia Judaica

Austriaca, Band XI (Eisenstadt, 1989), p. 145.
59. Friedländer, pp. 27, 39; Yehuda Bauer, A History of the Holocaust (New York,

1982), p. 101; Hilberg, p. 19.
60. Ian Kershaw, Hitler, 1936–1945: Nemesis (New York, 2000), p. 136; Wolfgang

Benz, The Holocaust: A German Historian Examines the Genocide (New
York, 1999), p. 28; Ian Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship (New York, 1985),
p. 93; Marion A. Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair: Jewish Life in Nazi
Germany (New York, 1998), p. 121; Norbert Frei, “Die Juden im NS-Staat,”
in Das Dritte Reich im Überblick, ed. Martin Broszat and Norbert Frei (Munich,
1989), p. 125. See also Nathan Stoltzfus, Resistance of the Heart: Intermar-
riage and the Rosenstrasse Protest in Nazi Germany (New York, 1996), p. 62;
BA-MA, interview Werner Goldberg, 17.10.1994, T-42.

61. Wolf Zuelzer, “Keine Zukunft als ‘Nicht-Arier’ im Dritten Reich,” in Der
Judenpogrom 1938: Von der >Reichskristallnacht< zum Völkermord, Walter
H. Pehle (Frankfurt am Main, 1988), pp. 147–48.

62. Ruth Gay, The Jews of Germany (New Haven, 1992), p. 234.
63. Aschheim, pp. 31, 221–24.
64. Leni Yahil, The Holocaust (Tel Aviv, 1987), p. 79.
65. Weltanschauung means “worldview.” Naumann’s group was dissolved by the

Gestapo in 1935. He died in 1939 of cancer.
66. David Vital, A People Apart: The Jews in Europe, 1789–1939 (Oxford, 1999),

p. 814; Karl A. Schleunes, The Twisted Road to Auschwitz: Nazi Policy to-
ward German-Jews, 1933–1939 (Illinois, 1970), pp. 188–89.

67. Vital, p. 815. Schoeps would leave Germany for Scandinavia. He would sur-
vive the war.

68. Adler, Jews in Germany, pp. 107–8.
69. Schleunes, p. 101.
70. See Sarah Gordon, Hitler, Germans, and the “Jewish Question” (Princeton,

1984), p. 8; Aschheim, p. 231; Peter Wyden, Stella: One Woman’s True Tale
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of Evil, Betrayal, and Survival in Hitler’s Germany (New York, 1993), p. 22;
Yahil, p. 23.

71. Aschheim, p. 15.
72. BA-MA, BMRS, interview Robert Braun, 10–14.08.1994, T-10; BA-MA,

BMRS, interview Robert Braun, 07.01.1996, T-190.
73. Manfred Messerschmidt, “Juden im preußisch-deutschen Heer,” in Deutsche

Jüdische Soldaten, 1914–1945, ed. Militärgeschichtliches Forschungsamt (Bonn,
1984), p. 127; Messerschmidt, p. 42.

74. Aryan Paragraph.
75. For more information on the Aryan Paragraph, see chapters 4–6. Readers must

keep in mind always that for the Nazis, the Aryans were a race.
76. The phrase Blut und Boden (blood and soil) should not be confused with the

way the Nazis used it to depict agrarian romanticism (after Walter Darré, “the
Blut und Boden guru” [Kershaw, Hitler, 1936–1945, p. 374]). Benary used this
phrase before it had Nazi connotations attached to it, to show how German
he thought he and his family had become.

77. BA-MA, RW 6/ v.73, Oberstlt. a.D. Benary an Reichsleitung der NSDAP,
25.09.1933.

78. The Maccabees was the name of a priestly Jewish family who ruled Judea during
the ¤rst and second centuries B.C.E. The books Maccabees 1 and Maccabees 2,
describing the history of the Maccabees, are part of the Apocrypha. It is also
the name of the Jews “who engaged in a seemingly hopeless yet successful
struggle against Greek rule in 168 B.C.” (Kaplan, p. 56).

79. BA-MA, RW 6/ v.73, Oberstlt. a.D. Benary an Reichsleitung der NSDAP,
16.10.1933.

80. The Reichswehr was the name of the German armed forces until March 1935.
Afterward, with the introduction of the draft with the new law, Gesetz für den
Aufbau der Wehrmacht, from 16 March 1935, the name of Reichswehr was
replaced by Wehrmacht to denote German armed forces. The Reichswehr was
a small armed forces made up of 100,000 soldiers, 4,000 army oŸicers, 15,000
sailors and navy oŸicers, and 3,040 civil servants with oŸicer rank. James S.
Corum, The LuftwaŸe: Creating the Operational Air War, 1918–1940 (Kan-
sas, 1997), p. 85.

81. BA-MA, RW 6/v.73, Schreiben v. 20.11.1933.
82. Sebastian HaŸner, The Meaning of Hitler (Cambridge, 1997), p. 9. Ironically,

the man who coined the word “anti-Semitism,” Wilhelm Marr, and who es-
tablished the League of Anti-Semites in 1879, had a Jewish father, the famous
artist Heinrich Marr of Hamburg. Yahil, p. 36; Marvin Lowenthal, The Jews
of Germany: A History of Sixteen Centuries (Philadelphia, 1936), pp. 295–96;
Dimont, p. 321.

83. Werner Maser, Adolf Hitler. Legende Mythos Wirklichkeit (München, 1971),
pp. 95, 268; Fritz Redlich, Hitler: Diagnosis of a Destructive Prophet (Ox-
ford, 1998), p. 259; George Victor, Hitler: The Pathology of Evil (Dulles, 1998),
pp. 124–25.

84. Brigitte Hamann, Hitlers Wien. Lehrjahre eines Diktators (München, 1997).
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85. Victor, pp. 124–25, 187. See also Henry Picker, Hitlers Tischgespräche im
Führerhauptquartier, 1941–1942, ed. Percy Ernst Schramm (Stuttgart, 1976),
p. 340; The Speeches of Adolf Hitler, vol. 1, pp. 733–35; John Keegan, The
Mask of Command (New York, 1987), p. 255.

86. Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf (Boston, 1971), p. 556.
87. Ian Kershaw, Hitler, 1889–1936: Hubris (New York, 1999), pp. 109, 112–13;

Gordon A. Craig, The Politics of the Prussian Army, 1640–1945 (New York,
1955), p. 344.

88. Enzo Traverso, The Jews and Germany (Nebraska, 1995), p. 30.
89. Richard M. Watt, The Kinds Depart. The Tragedy of Germany: Versailles and

the German Revolution (New York, 1968), pp. 325–28. It seems that Arco-
Valley’s motivation for killing Eisner was to prove to a local racist group called
the Thule Society, who had rejected his application for membership because
of his Jewish mother, that he was “braver than they were.” Watt, pp. 292–93;
Bernt Engelmann, Deutschland ohne Juden (Köln, 1988), p. 352.

90. Hitler, Mein Kampf, p. 207.
91. An oŸicial Parteikanzlei document from 1944 stated that “5/8-Jews” would be

considered only half-Jewish because they only had two full Jewish grandpar-
ents. See Akten-NSDAP, 107-00389, Reichsführer-SS/Persönlicher Stab an SS-
Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt, Hauptsturmführer Dr. Volk, 26.07.1944.
This study has indeed found some “¤ve-eighths Jews” who were handled like
half-Jews; however, many were classi¤ed as full Jews. It seems that the Nazi civil
servants were very confused about what to do with this small group of partial
Jews.

92. Hitler, Mein Kampf, p. 300. This translation of Mein Kampf used for this book
follows the ¤rst version that came out in 1925.

93. Jonathan Steinberg, “Croatians, Serbs, and Jews, 1941–5,” in The Final Solu-
tion: Origins and Implementation, ed. David Cesarani (New York, 1994),
p. 190. See also Lucy S. Dawidowicz, The War against the Jews, 1933–1945
(New York, 1988), p. 21.

94. Hamann, Hitlers Wien, p. 239.
95. Hamann, p. 95; Redlich, pp. 27, 259; Kershaw, Hitler, 1889–1936, pp. 23,

616 n. 110; Maser, p. 268; Werner Jochmann, ed., Adolf Hitler Monologe im
Führerhauptquartier, 1941–1944 (Hamburg, 1980), p. 294. Mahler converted
to Catholicism in the same year in which he became director of the Wiener
Hofoper. He never could have obtained this post without conversion.

96. Robert Payne, The Life and Death of Adolf Hitler (New York, 1973),
p. 71.

97. Dawidowicz, p. 21. For an in-depth look at Hitler’s anti-Semitic development,
see Kershaw, Hitler, 1889–1936.

98. Hitler, Mein Kampf, p. 325. Hitler was probably in¡uenced by Theodor Fritsch
in his beliefs about Jews abusing Aryan women. See Kershaw, Hitler 1889–
1936, p. 151.

99. Yahil, p. 43. See also Redlich, p. 324.
100. Dawidowicz, War against Jews, p. 18; Hitler, Mein Kampf, p. 232.

notes to pages 15–16 [ 281 ]



101. Jeremy Noakes, “The Development of Nazi Policy towards the German-Jewish
‘Mischlinge,’ 1933–1945,” Leo Baeck Yearbook 34 (1989): 298.

102. G. Warburg, Six Years of Hitler: The Jews under the Nazi Regime (London,
1939), p. 41.

103. BA-B, R 40, Bl. 280, SS-Standartenführer Prof. Dr. B. K. Schultz, Chef des
Rassenamtes /Rasse-u.Siedlungs-Hauptamt-SS, Gutachten zur Frage weit
zurückreichenden fremden (jüdischen) Rasseneinschlags, 12.11.1943.

104. BA-B, R 15.06/ 64–65, Bl. 8–9, Oberstes Parteigericht der NSDAP an
Reichsstelle für Sippenforschung, 24.11.1936.

105. SA stands for Sturmabteilung (storm detachment), a Nazi Party paramilitary
formation. By 1933–1934, the SA membership numbered 1.5 million, which
was ¤fteen times larger than the German army. Craig, Prussian Army, 1640–
1945, p. 474.

106. BA-MA, BMRS, interview Rudolf Sachs, 20.11.1995, T-168.
107. The Gestapo dealt “with all political opponents and ‘enemies’” of the Third

Reich. Benz, p. 53.
108. Friedländer, Nazi Germany, p. 138. See also Kaplan, p. 34.
109. Deutsche Juristen-Zeitung, Heft 1, Jahrgang 39, 01.01.1934, Dr. Wilhelm Frick,

“Die Rassenfrage in der deutschen Gesetzgebung,” p. 3.
110. After 1871, Germans had to register themselves (birth, weddings, and deaths)

throughout Germany with the city or county register’s oŸice (Standesamt).
During this registration, the religion was noted. The hundreds of documents
collected for this study indicated that a person was registered as Jewish if
mosaisch, hebräisch, or israelitisch was written next to the religion line.

111. Hitler claimed that Jewry was not a religion but a race. Maser, p. 176; Adolf
Hitler, Hitler’s Secret Book, introduction by Telford Taylor (New York, 1961),
p. 212. However, almost all racial policies relied on religious documents to
prove a person’s “race.”

112. Hilberg, p. 19; George L. Mosse, The Crisis of German Ideology: Intellectual
Origins of the Third Reich (New York, 1964), p. 308.

113. Hilberg, p. 52; Stoltzfus, p. 273. This study documents a few cases of individuals
who converted to Judaism, but who were not treated as full Jews. Half-Jew
Peter Schliesser remembered that there were two Aryans who had converted
to Judaism who were handled like half-Jews in his forced labor camp. BA-MA,
BMRS, File Peter Schliesser.

114. A Geltungsjude was the Nazi term for a Mischling who had been raised Jew-
ish or had converted to Judaism or a half-Jew who was married to a Jew. See
Akten-NSDAP, 107-00393; Stoltzfus, p. 102; Kaplan, p. 75.

115. The Nazis used the word Volk to mean “folk and folkdom.” In the Nazi phi-
losophy, it embodied the “totality of the German people and the German race.”
Peter Adam, Art of the Third Reich (New York, 1992), p. 9.

116. Akten der Parteikanzlei der NSDAP: Rekonstruktion eines verlorengegangenen
Bestandes, Bundesarchiv (Akten-NSDAP), Micro¤ches, hrsg. v. Institut für
Zeitgeschichte (Munich, 1983), 101-28808, Der Reichsminister der Justiz,
Führerinformation 1942 NR. 59. See also Friedländer, p. 152. However, some-
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times the Nazis would turn a blind eye to those who adhered to Judaism but
could claim non-Semitic ancestors. General Ernst Köstring and Field Marshal
Ewald von Kleist were able to prevent the Jewish Mountaineers in the Caucasus,
called the Tats, from being exterminated because they convinced the authorities
that the Tats were only of the Jewish religion but free of Jewish “blood.” The
SD was “forced to desist” and spared the Tats. The SS spared the Crimean
Karaimes, who practiced Judaism but were not “racially” Jewish. These two
groups were the only exemptions found for this study where the Nazis made
allowances for those who practiced Judaism but were not of Jewish descent. See
Alexander Dallin, German Rule in Russia, 1941–1945 (New York, 1957), p. 247;
BA-MA, BMRS, File Jackobschwilli, Bl. 10. See also Hans von Herwarth,
Zwischen Hitler und Stalin. Erlebte Zeitgeschichte, 1931–1945 (Frankfurt, 1982);
BA-MA, BMRS, interview Hans von Herwarth, 12.09.1994, T-17; Karl Dietrich
Bracher, The German Dictatorship (New York, 1970), p. 424.

117. Reichsleiter was the highest rank in the Nazi Party under Hitler, the Parteichef
(chief of the Party).

118. BA-B, NS 6/342, Bl. 64, Rundschreiben Nr. 124/43 von Bormann v. 02.09.1943.
For more information about Hitler’s relationship to Islam, see Albert Speer’s
Inside the Third Reich (New York, 1970), pp. 114–15. Also, Hitler seemed
not to mind organizing military units with Muslims in them. See Germany and
the Second World War, vol. 4, The Attack on the Soviet Union, ed. Militär-
geschichtliches Forschungsamt (Oxford, 1998); Jürgen Förster, “Securing
‘Living-space,’” p. 1,223; Dallin, pp. 244–46, 267–70, 600–601; Joachim HoŸ-
mann, Kaukasien 1942/43. Das deutsche Heer und die Orientvölker der
Sowjetunion (=Einzelschriften zur Militärgeschichte, 35; hersg. V. Militär-
geschichtlichen Forschungsamt) (Freiburg, 1991); George Lepre, Himmler’s
Bosnian Division: The WaŸen-SS Handschar Division, 1943–1945 (New York,
2000).

119. GeoŸrey Hartman, ed., Holocaust Remembrance: The Shapes of Memory
(New York, 1994); David Tracy, “Christian Witness and the Shoah,” in
Holocaust Remembrance, p. 83; Martin Gilbert, The Second World War (New
York, 1989), p. 351; Engelmann, p. 197; Aleksandar-Saša Vuletic ;, Christen
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