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Foreword

Aung San Suu Kyi
1991 Nobel Peace Laureate

A society that lacks human rights is a society that breeds
misery. If I am ever asked why I am an advocate of human
rights, I would like to answer that I simply do not like seeing
so much human misery around me. There are many people
today whose lives have been blighted by the sense of insecu-
rity and helplessness common to those who are at the mercy
of the whims of unjust, authoritarian rulers. People need to
be protected against the misuse of power. The articles of the
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights are
aimed at providing this all-important protection for all the
peoples of the world.

In the aftermath of World War I1, already-established pow-
ers and young nations newly emerged from the colonial
chrysalis gathered to lay out a set of principles that would
protect future generations from the scourge of violent con-
flict. Burma was one of the original signatories of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights when it was adopted by the
United Nations in December 1948. But sadly, more than fifty
years later, the articles of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights still remain paper promises to many peoples and
nations.

Coming as I do from Burma, a country that suffers from
the systematic violation of human rights by those in power,

I deeply appreciate the wisdom and vision of those who drew
up the articles of the Declaration. There is not one article that
we can choose to ignore without imperiling freedom, justice,
and peace. If we are to lead free and full lives, all the articles
of the Declaration must be respected.

The preamble of the Declaration proclaims that the
“advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy free-
dom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want” is
the “highest aspiration of the common people.” It is also the
most basic need for all, regardless of race, religion, or nation-
ality. Our struggle for human rights has brought us very close
to all members of the human family who are striving for the
recognition of their inherent dignity and their inalienable
right to life, liberty, and security of person.

It is my hope that our common aims and sufferings will
create a strong sense of solidarity that transcends national
borders and cultural differences. We struggle with a sense of
purpose and an unshakable faith in the power of compassion,
endeavor, and universal brotherhood. As our gratitude goes
out to those who have so generously supported us in our
times of adversity, we would like to express the hope that one
day, our country may also be a source of strength and support
for those in need of peace, justice, and freedom.
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Introduction

On a bright June morning in Colombia last year, Venecia
Barona Mosquera went out to cut sugar cane to help earn a
living for her family. When she came home, she found her
father and two brothers shot dead and her ten-year-old daugh-
ter lying with her skull crushed. Ms. Mosquera’s family had
done nothing to deserve their deaths. They were simply poor
peasant villagers. But their village had given some food to a
band of well-armed rebel guerrillas—they were afraid not
to—and as a consequence, local right-wing paramilitary
troops punished the village by killing more than twenty
people, including Ms. Mosquera’s family. Ms. Mosquera fled
to arefugee camp on the outskirts of Cartegena—a shantytown
nicknamed Nelson Mandela—and thereby became one of the
more than 2 million Colombians who have been displaced by
the brutal guerrilla war that has racked that country for years.

Ms. Mosquera’s story is a personal tragedy. It is also a
human rights tragedy. In Ms. Mosquera’s tragedy, you see
the human face of the struggle for human rights.

All too often, we see human rights as abstract ethical con-
cepts or dead words from the past. We read in the American
Declaration of Independence that ““all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness,” and we should recognize that Thomas
Jefferson’s words are still true today. But sometimes the world
ignores them or pretends that they do not matter. To those
around the globe who are struggling against fear and oppres-
sion, they matter a great deal. Venecia Mosquera’s family
had their right to life stripped from them; Venecia Mosquera,
forced to flee for her life, had her liberty taken from her, and
her chances of pursuing happiness seem slim. Perhaps none
of this would have happened if government officials in Co-
lombia and their allies in other countries—including the
United States—had shown greater respect for the idea of hu-
man rights.

Despite tragedies like Ms. Mosquera’s, or perhaps partly
because of them, there has been a growing consensus over
the last decade that human rights must become an interna-
tional priority. From Haiti to Kosovo, international peace-
keeping forces have intervened to prevent human rights
catastrophes. In negotiations over trade deals, human rights
have become a key element of the debate. Those who have
previously been on the fringes of political questions—women,
children, the disabled—have begun to move closer to center

XV

stage because of increased worldwide awareness of the im-
portance of human rights.

This increased awareness has led us to create this ency-
clopedia. We think it is a necessary and long overdue resource
in this era of growing human rights concerns and abuses.

But what are human rights? They are a set of ideas and
beliefs that all people are endowed with certain privileges and
responsibilities. The privileges include everything from the right
to speak openly without fear, to the right to decent shelter and
healthcare. The responsibility associated with this idea is the
shared obligation that we all must defend one another’s human
rights. Each person has a set of human rights. Yet there are
some people who take these rights away. We have an obliga-
tion to protect not only our own rights, but those of others.
Finally, rights are attached to people. All people have the same
rights. Just as there is a moral prohibition against murder, there
is also a moral imperative that requires us to defend the human
rights of all men, women, and children.

Not all people share this view. But then, not all people
obey laws against murder. We believe that more and more
good people are learning to view the world through the prism
of human rights. The roots of the modern belief in inherent
human rights is, after all, relatively young, dating back only
to the seventeenth century. It will take time before all people
embrace human rights as a world priority.

In this context of growing interest, our purpose is to bring
knowledge of human rights issues to a broader audience and
to serve as a resource on the subject for students, educators,
and general readers. To best accomplish this, we have di-
vided The Human Rights Encyclopedia into two main sec-
tions: Countries, and Issues and Individuals.

Each country entry gives a brief outline of the country’s
history, society, and political makeup, and then goes into de-
tail about human rights problems in that country. The various
contributors were given the freedom to take their own ap-
proach to the country entries—each country has unique char-
acteristics that may suggest differing methods of analysis—but
each was sure to supply basic demographic and political data
that place human rights issues in context. We also provide
sources for our information, which for the most part are re-
spected government and human rights organizations.

The topical entries delve deeply into the details of human
rights problems. In entries from abortion to xenophobia, we
confront the difficult issues surrounding human rights and
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try to bring to life the suffering of those whose rights have
been denied. Our contributors are qualified and respected
people in the field of human rights. Many of them are also
activists in this field, and bring to this set a unique blend of
passion and firsthand experience. They make it clear that they
are writing about living, suffering people. As with the country
entries, each topical entry has a bibliography giving readers a
starting point for further research. These entries also provide
cross-references to other related topics.

The appendixes provide two sets of resources. First, there
is a documentary collection of the most prominent and well-
known human rights resolutions of the twentieth century. These
documents, which define human rights in the world of inter-
national law, include the United Nations Charter of 1945, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights.
While these four are the most important human rights docu-
ments, we have also included several more that pinpoint other
major areas of concern, such as racism, genocide, and
children’s rights.

In addition to these critical official documents, we also of-
fer a large sampling of some of the more important human
rights organizations around the world. Given the tens of thou-
sands of such organizations, a representative sample is all that
we can hope to provide.

We believe that our approach to human rights issues will
provide a useful tool for researchers and anyone who is inter-
ested in understanding the meaning behind events that are
splashed across the front page of newspapers every day. If,
for example, a student were to read about Venecia Mosquera
and her problems and wished to learn more about them, there

would be many pathways available. The reader could first re-
fer to the Colombia entry and read about the long-standing
history of the guerrilla war there. Next, the user could turn to
topical entries such as War, War Crimes, and Refugees. If the
same newspaper mentions that Colombia is about to receive
billions of dollars from the United States in order to help stop
drug cultivation, the reader could turn to the Drug Trafficking
entry to read about how both drug use and the war on drugs
can lead to human rights violations, as they have in Colom-
bia. Each of these articles has cross-references that will lead
to other human rights issues. Finally, the appendixes will help
the researcher to discover which rights were guaranteed Ms.
Mosquera by international law and which were violated dur-
ing her ordeal.

Today, at the dawn of the twenty-first century, when the
goodwill of leaders and organizations around the world give
us hope that human rights will be more of a priority than they
were in the conflict-ridden, horror-filled twentieth century, it
seems particularly appropriate to launch this encyclopedia.
This reference work cannot hope to answer all human rights
questions—there is not enough ink in the world to do that—
but we hope that it will serve as a useful starting point, a be-
ginning that readers can use as a base from which to explore
the idea of a planet where human rights are fully respected,
protected, and enjoyed by all peoples.

I hope that, just as this project has opened my eyes to some
of the horrors and hopes that surround the issue of human
rights, this encyclopedia may succeed in opening a few more
eyes to the rights struggle. Where human rights are concerned,
we all still have a great deal to learn.

Carl Skutsch



SECTION ONE

Countries
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Afghanistan is bounded on the north by
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan,
on the west by Iran, and on the south and
east by Pakistan and China. Its ethnically
and linguistically mixed population counts
over 25 million. Pashtuns are the dominant
ethnic group, and Dari (Afghan Persian)
and Pashto are the official languages.
Afghanistan is an Islamic country. An esti-
mated 85 percent of the population is
Sunni Muslim. The balance of the popula-
tion is mostly Shi’a Mulsim. Islamic codes
and traditions dominate every aspect of life.

BACKGROUND

In 1973, under the leadership of the Marx-
ist People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan
(PDPA), Afghanistan was declared a Demo-

cratic Republic. Thousands of members of
the traditional elite and intellectuals were
imprisoned, tortured, and murdered. The
Soviet Union took advantage of the precar-
ious situation and invaded the country in
December 1979. Following the invasion, a
Soviet-supported regime was unable to es-
tablish authority outside the capital, Kabul.
In 1984, Afghan freedom fighters (mu-
Jjahideen) began receiving substantial mili-
tary assistance from the United States and
other countries. Popular hostility toward
the regime (and the Soviet Union) led to its
demise in 1986. It was replaced by a gov-
ernment—still backed by the Soviets—led
by Mohammed Najibullah, former chief of
the Afghan secret police, who remained in
power until 1992. Approximately 14,500
Soviets and 2 million Afghans died between
1979 and 1992.

In 1992, the victorious mujahideen en-
tered Kabul and assumed control of the
central government. With the end of Soviet
occupation, a new round of fighting began
between the various militias—fighting
based on ethnic, clan, religious, and per-
sonality differences. By 1998, the Afghan
conflict had boiled down to two key com-
batants: the ultraconservative Islamic
movement known as Taliban, led by Mullah
Omar, which in 2000 controls 90 percent
of the country, including Kabul; and the
Northern Alliance forces, led by Ahmad
Shah Massoud, which controls 10 percent
of the country’s northeast. The Taliban and
Massoud’s forces continued to fight on mul-
tiple fronts.

Provincial administrations have limited
functions, and civil institutions are mostly
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non-existent. There is no effective central
government in much of the country, as well
as no constitution or independent judicia-
ry. The economy, which is based on culti-
vation and trade—fruits, gems, and
minerals—is minimal due to fighting, the
presence of thousands of land mines, and
roads blocked by rival militias.

HUMAN RIGHTS

The ongoing war between the two armed
forces effectively prevents the formation of
a stable, democratic society. Human rights
are continuously abused. There are no in-
stitutions protecting citizens from discrim-
ination based on race, sex, religion, physical
disability, language, or social status. The
presence of competing factions has also se-
riously limited the freedoms of speech,
press, assembly, association, religion, and
movement.

Historically, the minority Shi'a Muslims
have been among the most economically
disadvantaged groups in the country, and
have been discriminated against by the ma-
jority Sunni. It is estimated that thousands
of Shi'as of the Hazara ethnic group have
been killed by the Taliban, who are ethnic
Pashtuns and Sunni Muslims. Expulsions
and mass executions based on ethnicity
have been carried out throughout the coun-
try by both Taliban and anti-Taliban forces,
who have indiscriminately bombarded civil-
ian areas.

In Taliban areas, strict and oppressive
order is imposed according to an extreme
interpretation of Islamic law, including pub-
lic executions by stoning and throat slitting
for adultery or murder, amputations for
theft, and beatings on the spot for other in-
fractions. Homosexuality is severely pun-
ished. Officials of the Ministry for the
Promotion of Virtues and Suppression of

Vice—the Taliban’s religious police—pub-
licly assault people for violations of codes
relating to dress, hair length, and facial hair.

Violence against women takes place fre-
quently in the form of rape, murder, forced
marriage, beating, and kidnapping. A
woman may be beaten on the street for im-
modest dress (wearing shoes with heels can
be considered immodest, as can allowing
too much of one’s face to show). Women ac-
cused of adultery are stoned or lashed pub-
licly. While women do not have equal rights
in the areas controlled by the Northern Al-
liance, conditions there are less oppressive,
with more freedom allowed in dress and be-
havior.

The Taliban also use excessive force
against demonstrators. According to some
reports, ten unarmed pro-peace demon-
strators were killed in Mazar-I-Sharif on
March 24, 1998.

Abductions, kidnappings and hostage
taking for ransom or for political reasons
occur both in Taliban and non-Taliban
areas. All Afghan factions use torture
against opponents and prisoners of war.
Prisoners’ conditions are precarious: they
are not given food, and visiting relatives can
bring them food only once or twice a week.

In the absence of a formal legal system,
justice is not administered according to of-
ficial codes, and people are subjected to ar-
bitrary detentions. Individuals have been
imprisoned by both the Taliban and the
Northern Alliance because of their ethnic
origins and suspected sympathy toward
opponents.

The Taliban use Islamic courts to judge
criminal cases and resolve disputes. Tal-
iban courts often provide summary trials
that last but a few minutes. Prisoners con-
victed of murder or rape are executed, un-
less the victims’ relatives choose to accept
certain other forms of restitution. The
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courts’ decisions are final. It can generally
be said that the administration and imple-
mentation of justice depend entirely upon
local commanders, who execute, torture, or
impose punishments without reference to
any other authority.

There is no law addressing freedom of
speech or press. The Taliban have banned
foreign newspapers. Factions maintain
their own communication facilities. Foreign
journalists are forbidden to film or take
photos of persons or animals; they are not
allowed to interview women, and they must
at all times be accompanied by an escort.

The Taliban prohibit music, movies, and
television on religious grounds. Freedom of
religion is also restricted. Non-Muslim res-
idents may practice their faith but cannot
proselytize. The Taliban impose their in-
terpretation of Islamic precepts in areas
under their control. Prayer is obligatory for
everybody. Men are required to have beards
of a certain length and wear head cover-

ings. The penalty for shaving can be im-
prisonment. In public, women must wear
a burqa, a garment that covers a person
completely from head to toe.

Women have been treated harshly under
Taliban rule. Girls are not allowed to go to
school, although a few girls’ schools are still
open in rural areas and small towns. Women
cannot work outside the house. They can-
not leave their homes or receive medical
treatment unless escorted by a male rela-
tive. They cannot drive cars, though they are
allowed to ride on designated buses. Women
are forbidden from entering mosques. Be-
cause of this, most women pray at home.
They are also subjected to limits on the in-
heritance of property.

The situation of children is very poor. In-
fant mortality and death from malnutrition
are common. UNICEF reports that most
children are traumatized; 90 percent suf-
fer from anxiety disorders and 70 percent
have witnessed scenes of violence, including

An orphanage in Kabul. The children’s parents were killed during Afghanistan’s long civil wars.
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the killing of parents or relatives. Dolls and
stuffed animals are prohibited as toys for
children because images of living creatures
cannot be represented in object form ac-
cording to the Taliban’s interpretation of the
Islamic tradition. Children between the ages
of six and fourteen often work to help sup-
port their families by shining shoes, col-
lecting scrap metal on the streets, and
herding animals. Many are exposed to the
danger of land mines (as are adult Afghans).
In general, labor rights are not defined
and enforced by a central authority, mak-
ing them somewhat arbitrary. Many work-
ers have been fired because they received
their education abroad, because they were
involved with previous regimes, or because
they violated Taliban regulations.
Afghanistan has one of the world’s largest
refugee populations, with women and chil-
dren constituting 75 percent of the refugee
population. More than 300,000 Afghans are
internally displaced people. Between Jan-
uary and October 1998, 88,000 refugees
returned. Although citizens can travel both
inside and outside the country, warfare,
brigandage, millions of land mines, a pre-
carious road network, and limited and dan-
gerous air traffic seriously impede travel.
International aid agencies often find it
difficult to provide humanitarian assistance
and to monitor the situation in the country.
According to some reports, UN agencies
and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) have been prevented from operat-
ing freely by all factions. Commanders of

the Northern Alliance taxed humanitarian
supplies, laid new land mines on the road,
and blew up a bridge to prevent the deliv-
ery of such aid in the northeastern
provinces of Badakhshan. In August 1998,
an Italian serving with the United Nations
Special Mission was killed in Kabul, and
most foreign UN and NGO representatives
were forced to leave. The Taliban have been
accused of looting food supplies, stealing
trucks, and occupying the offices of the UN
World Food Program.

In April 1999, Karl F. Inderfurth, in his
statement as UN assistant secretary for
South Asian affairs, reported that the
prospects of international efforts to bring
both sides of the Afghan conflict to a peace-
ful discussion and political settlement are
still remote. As of October 2000, the fight-
ing continues.

James R. Lewis
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Albania

The Republic of Albania, located in south-
eastern Europe, is a multiparty parliamen-
tary democracy. The prime minister is the
head of the government, while the presi-
dent’s position is largely ceremonial with
limited executive power. Tirana is the cap-
ital. Albanians are the main ethnic group,
with Greek and other minorities constitut-
ing 5 percent of the population. Sunni Mus-
lims make up the largest religious group,
whereas Albanian Autocephalos Orthodox
and Roman Catholic Churches are the
other two large denominations.

BACKGROUND

Albania has made tremendous progress in
overcoming years of foreign domination,
economic ruin, and isolation. Nevertheless,

the country is still affected by political in-
stability, widespread poverty, corruption,
unregulated occupations, and poor med-
ical care.

Independence from the Ottoman Empire
was achieved in 1912 and lasted until
1939, when Italy invaded the country. In
1943, German troops occupied the coun-
try. However, after World War II, Albania
became a communist state, allied to the So-
viet Union. The affiliation with the Soviet
Union ended in 1961, when Soviet premier
Nikita Khrushchev’s government openly de-
nounced Albania’s hard-line communist
policies.

During the 1960s, China became Alba-
nia’s ally and primary source of economic
and military support. This relationship,
however, ended in 1978, as a result of
China’s rapprochement with the United
States. The leader of the Albanian Com-
munist Party, Enver Hoxha, then pursued
an independent and isolationist course of
political and economic actions, running a
harsh dictatorship that helped ruin his
country.

During 1990, changes in the communist
bloc helped start a series of internal re-
forms. Restrictions on travel abroad and re-
ligious practices were liberalized. In 1991,
political prisoners were freed. In 1992 and
1993, under President Sali Berisha, the Al-
banian government established the rule of
law and institutionalized respect for human
rights. These reforms aimed to gain closer
ties with Western countries and improve the
economic condition of the country. Assis-
tance programs provided by Western coun-
tries were reviewed after May 1996, when
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international monitors found irregularities
in Albanian parliamentary elections. The
new government, however, lacked the skills
necessary to hold the country together.

In 1997, the Socialist Party won the elec-
tions after a five-month period characterized
by total chaos and anarchy. The Democrat-
ic Party—the largest opposition group—boy-
cotted the Parliament from October 1997 to
March 1998, and again from June 1998 to
the end of the year. There was also a boy-
cott after a national referendum approved a
new constitution under the guidance of So-
cialist Party Chairman Pandeli Majko. The
new constitution stated that “Governance is
based on a system of elections that are free,
equal, general, and periodic.”

HUMAN RIGHTS

Albania is a poor country making a transi-
tion to a free-market system. Human rights

Men in Albanian prison yard.

in the areas of freedom of speech, press,
and assembly have improved. The govern-
ment generally respects these rights and
cooperates with the United Nations, as well
as with non-governmental and other inter-
national organizations on human rights is-
sues. Nevertheless, many problems persist.
In many instances, crime, corruption, and
vigilantism impede the government'’s efforts
to maintain civil order.

The judicial system is inefficient and sub-
ject to executive pressure and intimidation.
The Democratic Party alleges that the gov-
ernment is responsible for the murders of its
opponents during 1998, for abusing suspects
and prisoners, and for harassment of Demo-
cratic Party members for political reasons. In
August 1998, six persons who held positions
in the previous government were arrested.
In September 1998, during a two-day anti-
governmental protest, two demonstrators
were Killed and ten persons wounded.
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Police often beat or mistreat prisoners,
infringe on civil rights, and conduct search-
es without a warrant. In February 1999,
several journalists were beaten by police of-
ficers. Although the penal code forbids the
use of torture, there are reports of detainees
being abused in police stations. In addition,
the Parliament approved an anti-crime law
allowing police officers to shoot without
warning at armed persons who resist the
police. Prisons are overcrowded and juve-
niles are often incarcerated with adults. The
Red Cross and other non-governmental or-
ganizations are allowed to inspect prisons,
although occasional non-cooperation with
human rights monitors is a problem.

Despite the 1995 Penal Procedures Code
and a citizens’ right to a fair, public, and
speedy trial, lengthy pretrial detentions
and investigations are often a problem.
Since 1997, because of the destruction of
many court and police records, prosecu-
tors and police have found it difficult to
prepare cases properly. In addition, courts
often have inadequate libraries and are
not in possession of recently passed legis-
lation.

The law on major constitutional provi-
sions forbids discrimination based on sex,
race, ethnicity, disability, language, reli-
gion, or social status. Nevertheless, women
and minorities continue to be victims of
discrimination. In Albania’s traditionally
male-dominated society, women regularly
experience domestic violence, particularly
in the north, where old traditions are
strong and women are considered chattel.
Marital rape and sexual harassment are
not considered crimes. Trafficking in
women and forced prostitution are a sig-
nificant phenomenon. Although women
have access to higher education and can
work in any field, they are not accorded

equal opportunities in their careers; as a
consequence women are underrepresented
in politics and government.

Child abuse and trafficking are serious
problems as well. Children are kidnapped
and sold for prostitution or pederasty
abroad. Although the government enforces
the requirement to remain in school until
age sixteen, in rural areas many children
leave school earlier to help support their
families. In many cities, children are found
selling cigarettes or other items on the
streets. Forced or compulsory labor is
practiced.

All religions are considered equal. How-
ever, the government has not yet returned
properties and religious objects confiscat-
ed during the communist regime. The gov-
ernment has improved the treatment of
ethnic minorities. However, ethnic Greeks
remain the most neglected minority group
in terms of illiteracy, health, and econom-
ic conditions.

People with disabilities do not receive ad-
equate health care due to budgetary con-
straints. The law does not mandate the
elimination of architectural barriers for peo-
ple with disabilities.

Academic freedom is still limited. The law
establishes the right to a free education for
at least eight years. In some cases, faculty
members are fired for political reasons, and
students may receive preferential treatment
because of political connections.

Workers have had the right to form trade
unions since 1990. The law prohibits
strikes for political reasons. Actual condi-
tions in the workplace are often very poor.
The labor code does not provide specific
protection for leaving a workplace due to
extremely hazardous conditions.

Citizens are free to move within the coun-
try and travel abroad. Foreigners are grant-
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ed refugee and asylum status. In 1998,
more than 2,000 Kosovar Albanians were
provided refuge and support in cooperation
with the United Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees. Despite limited resources,
in 1999, the Albanian government made ef-
forts to accomodate the influx of more than
450,000 ethnic Albanians who had been
forcibly displaced by Serbian and Yugoslav
forces from the neighboring province of
Kosovo. Over the past several years, many
Albanians have been emigrating to find bet-
ter living conditions abroad.

James R. Lewis
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Algeria

Algeria is located in North Africa by the
Mediterranean Sea. It is bordered by Mo-
rocco, Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and Tunisia.
It has a population of approximately 32 mil-
lion, most of whom are Arabs or Berbers.
Arabic is the official language, but French
and Berber dialects are also spoken. Most
Algerians are Sunni Muslims. The capital
is Algiers.

The Algerian economy is based on ener-
gy industries, including oil and gas, as well
as light industries and agriculture. Helped
by oil revenues, Algeria’s annual per capi-
ta income is $4,600.

BACKGROUND

Algeria was conquered by Muslim Arab in-
vaders in the seventh and eighth centuries
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and has been a Muslim state for more than
a thousand years. Algeria came under the
domination of the Ottoman Empire in the
sixteenth century. In spite of the Ottoman
Empire’s technical suzerainty, Algeria re-
mained under its own Arab rulers until the
nineteenth century. In 1830, France in-
vaded Algeria and began a period of con-
quest that was complete by 1870. The
French army kept Algeria in French hands,
and the French government dreamed of
turning Algeria into a province of France.
French and other European colonists began
settling in Algeria, taking the best land and
dominating the country’s economy.

In the 1950s, an Arab revolution led to a
bloody civil war between Arab guerrillas
and the French army, with both Arab and
French civilians suffering from bombings
and assassinations. In 1962, President
Charles de Gaulle of France negotiated the
withdrawal of all French military forces.
Almost all the French colonists left the
country that same year. Algeria then came
under the rule of the National Liberation
Front (FLN), which had led the fight against
the French. The FLN became the backbone
of the military, which has dominated Al-
gerian politics ever since.

The FLN'’s first leader was Ahmed Ben
Bella. In 1965, a coup put Colonel Houari
Boumeédienne in power. Boumédienne ruled
as dictator of Algeria until his death in
1978. Boumeédienne was succeeded by
Colonel Chadli Bendjedid. Like Boumeédi-
enne before him, Bendjedid was backed by
the FLN and the Algerian army.

In 1991, the FLN allowed the country to
have its first truly free elections. The first
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round of those elections resulted in a vic-
tory for the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), a
conservative religious movement. Fearing
the rise of Islamic fundamentalism, the
army cancelled the second round of elec-
tions and appointed a new president, Mo-
hammed Boudiaf. Angered, Islamic
militants responded by attacking promi-
nent military and political leaders. FIS as-
sassins were allegedly responsible for the
killing of President Boudiaf later in 1992
(although there was strong suspicion that
army hard-liners may have ordered his
death because of his attempts to negotiate
with the FIS). Assassins also targeted writ-
ers and journalists who were perceived as
supporting the military regime—those writ-
ers who were perceived as being too “West-
ern” and “un-Islamic” were often the victims
of assassination. The military responded
with mass arrests and outlawed the FIS.
By the end of 1992, Algeria was in the
midst of full-scale civil strife.

The military arrested thousands of sus-
pected Islamic terrorists; many of those ar-
rested were never heard from again. They
disappeared without formal trials. The
Armed Islamic Group (GIA), a radical orga-
nization, responded with attacks, targeting
military outposts, army convoys, and pro-
government journalists. Civilians who were
seen as too pro-government were also often
attacked. Some terrorist attacks were
against women who dressed in Western
clothes; the fundamentalist GIA saw these
Westernized women as symbols of the anti-
Islamist Algerian government.

Although elections were held in 1995 and
1996, they were tightly controlled by the
military and were neither free nor fair. As-
sassination and murder continued
throughout the mid- and late 1990s. In
1997 and 1998 there were a number of

large-scale massacres in Algerian villages.
Men, women, and children were slaughtered
in these attacks. In the town of Benthala,
for example, 400 people had their throats
slit in a massacre. In August and Septem-
ber 1997, more than 600 civilians were
killed in similar attacks. The government
blamed the attacks on GIA extremists, but
the GIA denied responsibility. Some ob-
servers believed that elements within the
military had staged the attacks in an at-
tempt to paint the GIA as villainous and
thereby discredit them in the eyes of the
public. It was surprising to some observers
that some of these attacks took place near
military bases, yet no army soldiers inter-
vened to stop them. Critics of the govern-
ment argued that this was a sign that
government forces had planned the attacks.

The mass killings, however, outraged
many people on both sides of the conflict.
In a sign that some Islamist groups were
eager for peace, the Islamic Salvation Army
(AIS), a group connected to the FIS, agreed
to a voluntary cease-fire. The GIA and other
extremist groups did not join this cease-fire
and fighting continued.

In April 1999, a moderate leader, Abde-
laziz Bouteflika, won Algeria’s presidential
elections and tried to begin healing the rifts
between the military-backed government
and the Islamist parties. Bouteflika’s elec-
tion was flawed by corruption and accusa-
tions of rigging, but it marked a real change
in government attitudes. Bouteflika was
more open than his predecessors had been
about the suffering that Algeria had un-
dergone during its internal war, even going
so far as to tacitly admit government in-
volvement in some of the “disappearances.”
As a sign of his sincerity, Bouteflika also
ordered some Algerians who had been ar-
rested during the conflict released from
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Refugee from the fighting washing clothes, 1992.

prison. Responding to peace overtures by
the AIS, Bouteflika put forward a “Civil Har-
mony law,” which was ratified by a popular
referendum in September 1997. In order to
put the past behind Algeria, the law decreed
an amnesty for Islamist guerrillas who sur-
rendered within six months and who had
not committed murder or rape. Those guilty
of murder or rape would be granted re-
duced sentences.

After the amnesty, the violence in Algeria
was reduced but not eliminated. Unlike the
more moderate AIS, two extremist groups,

the GIA and the Salafist Group for Preach-
ing and Combat (GSPC), refused to accept
the amnesty. Attacks on civilians contin-
ued and, as of late 2000, about 200 people
were still being killed every month. The total
death toll in the post-1992 fighting exceeds
100,000. (President Bouteflika was the first
Algerian government leader to admit to the
catastrophic level of violence in Algeria; pre-
vious government statements had ac-
knowledged only 26,000 deaths.)

Despite the continued violence, there was
some hope as of late 2000 that Algeria was
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moving slowly toward peace and improved
human rights. Bouteflika’s amnesty and his
willingness to accept criticism of the gov-
ernment marked a change from previous
administrations. Even with these improve-
ments, however, Algeria remained the most
violent country in the Arab world.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Algeria has a poor human rights record, al-
though recently it has been improving.

The people’s ability to choose their own
government freely is limited. The 1997 par-
liamentary elections and the 1999 presi-
dential elections were both deeply flawed.
Local and foreign observers accused the
military of interfering with the elections.
During the presidential election campaign
six opposition parties withdrew their pres-
idential candidates and boycotted the elec-
tion to protest campaigning irregularities.
The government claimed a 60 percent
turnout for the election, but neutral ob-
servers believed that the turnout was far
lower. Although President Bouteflika was
victorious, it remains unclear whether the
majority of Algerians truly wished him to
be their president. Nevertheless, despite the
military’s dominance over the political
arena and the government, Algeria is not
an absolute dictatorship. Opposition par-
ties are allowed to operate and remain very
active. The Parliament seats eleven sepa-
rate parties, some of which are very critical
of the government.

The military rulers of Algeria have been
responsible for numerous human rights
abuses. The army, police, and security
forces all violate the rights of Algerian citi-
zens in their ongoing war against Islamist
extremists. Pro-government militias have
also been responsible for civilian deaths.

Islamist guerillas are responsible for mass
human rights violations, including murder
and rape.

Mass Kkillings of civilians continued in
1999 and 2000, but on a smaller scale than
in 1997 and 1998. The numbers killed are
in the dozens per incident, rather than in
the hundreds. Nevertheless, hundreds are
believed to be killed every month. Many
civilian victims of guerrilla attacks have had
their throats cut, and surprisingly, many
of the attacks occur during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. In one attack on No-
vember 21, 2000, the attackers invaded a
house in the village of Haouch Saboun, 30
miles west of Algiers. They killed the ten
residents of the house, cutting their
throats, shooting them, and then mutilat-
ing their bodies. The people killed were re-
lated to an Algerian police officer, and it was
assumed that the killers were members of
the GIA.

Algerian military units are also often tar-
geted. On November 27, 2000, twenty-
seven Algerian soldiers were ambushed,
allegedly by the GCSP, between Blida and
Medea, south of Algiers. An explosive de-
vice was triggered as their truck drove
along, and then ambushers opened fire.
The attackers escaped capture.

The murky nature of the Algerian war
makes it sometimes difficult to determine
who is responsible for these killings. The
government blames Islamist extremist
guerrillas, and clearly many attacks are
carried out by Islamists, but suspicion re-
mains that government death squads may
be carrying out some Kkillings in order to
destabilize the country and hurt the repu-
tation of the Islamist parties. The fact the
some attacks have taken place very near
military installations suggests either mili-
tary incompetence or collusion.
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In November 1999, Abdelkader Hachani,
a leader of the FIS, was assassinated while
undergoing dental surgery. He had previ-
ously claimed that government harassment
was placing him in fear for his life. His fam-
ily suspected the involvement of govern-
ment security forces. The government
claimed that he had been killed by an Is-
lamist militant. It remains unclear who was
responsible for Hachani’s death.

Since 1992, there have been more than
4,000 “disappearances” of people arrested
by government security forces. The govern-
ment claims that most of these people were
Islamist terrorists or former terrorists who
have chosen to go into hiding. Many human
rights observers believe that army or police
units have murdered those who have dis-
appeared. Some of the disappeared are be-
lieved to still be in the hands of security
forces. Islamic guerrillas are also believed
to be responsible for many kidnappings and
disappearances.

Bouteflika and the Algerian courts have
been criticized for their unwillingness to pur-
sue those guilty of causing disappearances.
Responding to these critics, Bouteflika said
in July 1999: “We must first try to establish
peace and security. . . . If we try to attack all
the problems at once we shall lose our way.”

Arbitrary arrests are common in Algeria.
Suspected terrorists or terrorist sympa-
thizers are reportedly held for days or even
weeks. Some members of the opposition
have been under house arrest for months.
The use of arbitrary arrests appeared to de-
cline in 1999 and 2000. Nevertheless, an
official “state of emergency” remained in ef-
fect, giving authorities broad powers to ar-
rest suspected terrorists and terrorist
sympathizers. Many people have been ar-
rested merely for being associated with al-
leged terrorist groups.

Torture is forbidden by the Algerian con-
stitution but goes on nevertheless. In Oc-
tober 1999, Mohamed Zouaghi, Hacene
Dimane, Abdelouahab Feroui, and Nassi-
ma Fodail were allegedly arrested by the
police and tortured for ten days—they re-
ported receiving electric shocks—and cig-
arette burns, and being forced to swallow
unpotable water and chemicals. Police
beatings of terrorist suspects are com-
monplace. Islamist guerrillas have also
been accused of kidnapping victims and
torturing them. Reportedly, young women
have been kidnapped by these groups and
subjected to multiple rapes over a period of
weeks.

Prison conditions are poor, and medical
care in prisons is minimal. The government
occasionally allows international monitors
to visit prisons. There are believed to be
thousands of political prisoners in Algeria.

The courts are supposed to be indepen-
dent, but in practice both civilian and mil-
itary courts are responsive to government
pressures. Accused terrorists have a right
to a lawyer, but many lawyers are reluctant
to offer their services for fear of government
reprisals. The operations of military courts
are usually secret and almost certainly do
not adhere to international human rights
standards.

Amnesty laws passed by President
Bouteflika’s government have had the re-
sult of protecting many alleged murderers
from prosecution. International human
rights groups have opposed these amnesty
policies because they encourage impuni-
ty—the idea that politically sponsored mur-
der can take place without fear of
punishment. The amnesty laws have also
only been partially successful at reducing
the levels of violence in Algeria because
some of the Islamist groups resisting Boute-
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flika’s government have refused to accept
the amnesty.

The government does not protect the
right to privacy of its citizens. Police and
army units often invade homes without
warrants. Government security forces often
listen in on telephone conversations. The
government also often monitors the calls of
opposition leaders. Correspondence is also
sometimes opened by security personnel.

The government does not protect freedom
of speech, but Algerians still have access
to multiple political points of view. Using
the excuse of the ongoing war against Is-
lamist guerrillas, the government restricts
the right of people to criticize their policies.
Government-controlled newspapers do not
criticize the government. There are a num-
ber of independent newspapers in Algeria,
however, and these papers comment fairly
freely on politics and the ongoing civil strife.
Although independent journalists can be
critical of the government, they practice
self-censorship and avoid topics that might
lead to harassment from security forces.
Senior government and military officials are
much less likely than low-ranking officials
and officers to be criticized. The govern-
ment also practices official censorship, re-
stricting the flow of information to both
government and independent newspapers.
It is believed, for example, that the govern-
ment covers up some stories about mas-
sacres in an attempt to calm public fears
of terrorist attacks.

Radio and television stations are con-
trolled by the government. Many middle-
class Algerians, however, have satellite
dishes and therefore access to European
and other non-Algerian television stations.

The Algerian constitution protects the
right to assemble and protest, but in prac-

tice, government restrictions greatly limit
the right of assembly. Groups that wish to
stage protests or political rallies must ob-
tain government permits before meeting.
The government often refuses to grant per-
mits to those groups it opposes, particu-
larly those sympathetic to the Islamist
movement. Police sometimes use clubs to
break up illegal gatherings. The police and
security forces often target gatherings by
opposition political parties. During the April
1999 elections, many civilians were injured
by baton-wielding police, who broke up
anti-government rallies.

Mothers and other family members of
the “disappeared” often gather and demon-
strate in Algeria’s major cities. These pro-
testers demand that the government find
out what has happened to their sons and
daughters. While the protesters are usu-
ally allowed to demonstrate, Bouteflika
has become increasingly impatient with
their protests, arguing that Algerians must
“turn the page” and forget the past. Occa-
sionally these protests have been broken
up by police, and some women have been
hurt.

Freedom of religion is not protected in Al-
geria. Islam is the official and only legal re-
ligion in the country. The government,
however, generally allows other religious
groups to operate discreetly. There are
Catholic churches that accept worshippers
every Sunday in spite of government pro-
hibitions. Government security forces have
made no effort to close down these church-
es. Individuals of other faiths often meet in
one another’s homes. The schools all teach
Islam as a fundamental part of the cur-
riculum. Private religious schools are not
permitted. Proselytizing is illegal. The Min-
istry of Religion supervises the activities of
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all mosques and attempts to limit the ac-
tivities of Islamic fundamentalists.

Unlike the government, the extremist Is-
lamist groups are openly hostile to other
religions. The GIA has declared that it in-
tends to cleanse Algeria of Christians, Jews,
and other non-Muslims. Muslim terrorists
often target groups and individuals that
they view as insufficiently religious or tra-
ditional.

The government allows freedom of move-
ment but occasionally restricts this free-
dom for reasons of security. Leaders of the
FIS are forbidden to travel abroad. Women
under the age of nineteen may not travel
abroad without the permission of their fa-
ther or husband. The armed conflict in Al-
geria often interferes with freedom of
movement. There have been numerous
cases of men in government uniforms set-
ting up roadblocks and checkpoints and
then robbing or killing the people whom
they stop. It is unclear whether these killers
are Islamist guerrillas who have stolen mil-
itary uniforms or military men acting on
their own or under orders.

The government allows workers to orga-
nize and unionize. Most industrial workers
belong to trade unions. The government
can restrict the right to strike in the name
of national security, but strikes often do
occur and sometimes result in concessions
being granted by the government. Forced
labor and slave labor are forbidden, and the
government generally enforces this policy.

Discrimination against women is illegal,
but remains common. Spousal abuse is
also allegedly common. There are no laws
against spousal rape. Traditional attitudes
prevent most women from seeking help
after being battered or raped. There are no
adequate shelters for women who have

been abused by their husbands. There are
some centers that help women who have
been raped. Along with the post-1992 fight-
ing there has been an increase in the num-
ber of rapes suffered by women. Islamic
extremists are alleged to target young girls
for kidnapping and rape.

Although the law permits women to
enter the workforce, customary attitudes
greatly limit their chances of advance-
ment. Only 8 percent of the workforce is
female. Discrimination in the workplace is
common. Algerian law also favors men in
divorce disputes. After a divorce, men usu-
ally gain possession of the home. Women
also receive less than men under inheri-
tance laws.

In theory, the government is dedicated
to protecting the rights of children, but in
practice, child abuse remains a serious
problem. The ongoing civil strife has
helped to break up families and has left
children more vulnerable to abuse. Sexu-
al abuse against children is also an ongo-
ing problem.

The government is not sympathetic to the
rights of ethnic minorities. The govern-
ment’s policy of “Arabization” is devoted to
making Arabic the only language in Alge-
ria, displacing the Berber languages used
by some ethnic minorities. The Amazigh
ethnic minority has been particulalry re-
sistant to the government’s attempts to
Arabize them.

The government allows local and foreign
human rights groups to operate. Local
human rights groups suffer from occasional
harassment and surveillance. President
Bouteflika has invited visits by Amnesty In-
ternational.

Ahmed Bouzid



18

The Human Rights Encyclopedia

Bibliography

Amnesty International. Amnesty International
Report 2000. New York: Amnesty Interna-
tional Publications, 2000.

Human Rights Watch. World Report 2000. New
York: Human Rights Watch, 2000.

Burgat, Francois, and William Dowell. The Is-
lamic Movement in North Africa. Austin, TX:
Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 1993.

Ruedy, John. Modern Algeria: The Origins and
Development of a Nation. Bloomington, IN: In-
diana University Press, 1992.

U.S. Department of State. Algeria Country Re-
port on Human Rights Practices for 1998.
Washington, DC: Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor, 1999.



The Republic of Angola is located in south-
western Africa. It is bounded on the west
by the Atlantic Ocean; on the north and the
northeast by Democratic Republic of the
Congo; on the east by Zambia; and on the
south by Namibia. Thirty-seven percent of
its population is composed of ethnic Ovim-
bundu, whereas Kimbundu and Bakongo
constitute 25 percent and 13 percent, re-
spectively. Mixed European and native
Africans represent 2 percent of the popu-
lation. The remainder is constituted by Eu-
ropeans (1 percent) and other ethnic groups
(22 percent). Portuguese is the official lan-
guage, although Bantu dialects and other
African languages are spoken throughout
the country. The major professed religions
are indigenous traditions (47 percent),
Roman Catholicism (38 percent), and
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Protestantism (15 percent). Luanda is the
capital.

BACKGROUND

In 1951, Angola became an overseas province
of Portugal. Independence was achieved in
1975. Angola was proclaimed a single-party
government, ruled by the Popular Movement
for the Liberation of Angola. Civil war between
competing independence movements has
been the norm since. The wars became par-
ticularly fierce and destructive in the 1970s
and 1980s.

In May 1991, the Bicesse Accords were
signed between the government and the in-
surgent National Union for the Total Inde-
pendence of Angola (UNITA). One-party rule
ended and internationally monitored elec-
tions were called. However, the cease-fire
lasted only until October 1992, when
UNITA refused to accept electoral defeat
and resumed civil war.

In November 1994, the two sides signed
another peace accord, the Lusaka Protocol,
which included the integration of UNITA
into the Angolan armed forces and the gov-
ernment. UNITA, however, failed to comply
with its obligations under the protocol, and
military tensions and banditry continued.
In April 1997, a Government of National
Unity and Reconciliation was established
in an effort to achieve military integration
with and rule over UNITA-occupied areas.
However, the resolutions were not consid-
ered satisfactory by UNITA and negotiations
were interrupted.

At the end of 1998, there was renewed
fighting between UNITA and the govern-
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A young boy in army training. Many troops in Africa
use underage soldiers.

ment. By the summer of the following year,
the civil war was once again in full swing
throughout Angola. UNITA managed to take
new territory, and stepped up its attacks
in areas still held by the government.
More than twenty years of continuous
warfare has inhibited the establishment of
an economy based on market principles (or
anything else). Despite the country’s abun-
dance of natural resources, such as gold,
diamonds, oil, extensive forests, and arable
land, the annual per capita income is one
of the lowest in the world. The country’s
wealth is concentrated in the hands of a
few government officers; corruption and
mismanagement are widespread both in the
public and in the private sectors. Subsis-

tence agriculture provides the main re-
source for 85 percent of the population.
However, because of land mines, farmers
are fearful to work in their fields and as a
result much of Angola’s food must still be
imported. Civilians who live in UNITA-con-
trolled areas are subject to a form of eco-
nomic feudalism.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Both the government and UNITA are com-
mitting numerous human rights abuses.
Conflicts between the government and
UNITA forces have resulted in hundreds of
deaths and the displacement of thousands
of civilians. According to some reports, ex-
trajudicial executions and tortures have
been committed by government security
forces against UNITA members and sym-
pathizers, criminal suspects, and people
who disobeyed police orders. Government
opponents have disappeared and hundreds
of people have been arrested and detained
for political reasons. Many were beaten at
the time of the arrest. Amnesty Interna-
tional alleges that in November 1999, four
youths died from asphyxiation in police
custody in Luanda after being severely
beaten.

Prison conditions are very poor; food,
medications, and sanitation are not pro-
vided. Prisoners often die in custody. In ad-
dition, prisoners are subjected to brutal
forms of interrogation. Young prisoners are
often abused by guards or inmates. The ju-
dicial system is not independent from the
government. The right to public trials as
well as the right to a defense attorney or to
an appeal are not enforced. Instead, long
detentions without trial are the norm.

Army and police personnel, who are usu-
ally unpaid, are reportedly supporting
themselves by extorting civilians and rob-
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bing them of their personal property and
food. They have ravaged entire areas and
robbed displaced persons occupying UNITA
sites. On the other hand, UNITA forces are
also responsible for killings, tortures, dis-
appearances and other abuses in their ef-
fort to eliminate real or potential opposition.
UNITA troops have kidnapped hundreds of
civilians, including children, and have
raped women. Suspected governmental
supporters and traditional leaders have
been victims of brutal attacks.

It is reported that UNITA employs cruel
measures to punish dissent and prevent
further disloyalty. Forced recruitment—in-
cluding minors and women—is practiced.
UNITA is also believed to detain persons for
war-related reasons. It has established a
military and civilian court system with a
strict martial law code.

Both the government and UNITA limit free-
dom of speech, press and assembly. The ma-
jority of the media are run and controlled by
the state. Journalists are forced to censor in-
formation regarding military incidents, in-
ternal security or other sensitive matters.
Activities of the foreign media are not re-
stricted but, in some cases, are very limited.
UNITA allows media organizations to func-
tion only under surveillance of party officials.

There is academic freedom, although with-
in the constraints of the civil war. The consti-
tution grants freedom of religion, and protects
the separation of church and state. Never-
theless, the clergy is very cautious in criticiz-
ing either governmental or UNITA policies.

Citizens cannot freely travel, or easily exit
or enter the country. Government check-
points limit citizens’ movements within the
country and serve as extortion locations. In
addition, UNITA prevents civilians from
going to areas under governmental control.
The greatest impediments to internal move-
ment are land mines which dot the roads.
As far as refugee and asylum status are

concerned, the government complies with
the law and with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.

No racial or ethnically based acts of dis-
crimination have been reported in recent
years. Instead, women have been suffering
from discrimination in wages, job positions,
inheritance, and participation in commer-
cial activities. Violence, sexual abuse and
homicide are perpetrated against women
throughout the country. There are reports
of women forced to work as porters for
UNITA forces and kept in servitude. Prosti-
tution, including child prostitution, is a
problem as well.

Children’s rights are given only margin-
al attention, despite children’s suffering
from the ongoing conflict and the poor eco-
nomic conditions of the country. A law
against forced or bonded child labor is not
enforced. Many young children work on
family farms as domestic servants; others,
who are orphans or abandoned, find em-
ployment in urban areas.

Disabled people are not provided with the
means to improve their physical, financial or
social conditions. The government and
UNITA do not completely cooperate with in-
vestigations on human rights conditions by
international organizations such as Human
Rights Watch and Amnesty International.

James R. Lewis
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Antigua and Barbuda
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Antigua andBaruda are located in the east-
ern Caribbean; its neighbors are Saint Kitts
and Nevis to the west, and Guadeloupe to
the South. St. John'’s is the capital. The
constitutional monarchy of Antigua and
Barbuda is a multiparty, parliamentary
democracy and a member of the Common-
wealth of Nations. Queen Elizabeth II, the
British monarch and chief of state, ap-
points a governor general who represents
the head of the state with largely ceremo-
nial powers. The cabinet and the prime
minister (the leader of the majority party)
hold the executive power and are responsi-
ble to the Parliament.

The country’s population of more than
64,000 is almost entirely of African origin.
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Other ethnic groups are British, Por-
tuguese, and Levantine Arabs. Anglicanism
is the official religion, with other Protestant
groups and Roman Catholicism as minor
denominations.

Tourism is the principal source of in-
come, along with agriculture based pri-
marily on fruit and vegetable production.
Cotton, rum, and lobsters are exported. The
United States provides an important source
of assistance in the development of coun-
ternarcotics and humanitarian civic con-
struction projects.

The British colonized the eastern
Caribbean islands in 1632. Antigua and
Barbuda became an important destination
for African slaves working on sugar planta-
tions. After emancipation in 1834, poor
labor conditions persisted until the Antigua
Trades and Labor Union was formed in
1939. Its president, Vere Corwall Bird, es-
tablished the first majority party, the An-
tigua Labor Party, during the 1946 elections
and began a long history of electoral victo-
ries which have lasted until the present.

Antigua and Barbuda achieved indepen-
dence from Britain in November 1981.
Since 1994, power has passed on to Lester
Bird, Vere Bird’s son. Baldwin Spencer of
the United Progressive Party is the official
opposition representative.

The government generally enforces and
respects political and civil rights. Antigua
and Barbuda have an independent judicia-
ry. The judicial system is historically tied
to the United Kingdom. In case of death
sentences, the Privy Council of London is
designated as the final court of appeal.
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Freedom of speech, press, and commu-
nication are respected, although the gov-
ernment has been accused of controlling
the media and restricting opposition access.
In 1996, a non-governmental radio station
sued the state, claiming that its constitu-
tional right to broadcast had been violated.
In November 1998, a few attacks were per-
petrated against opposition newspaper and
party headquarters.

No discrimination based on race, sex,
language, disability, or social status has
been reported, although the government
does not visibly enforce antidiscrimination
provisions. Women are limited in terms of
career advancement and job opportunities.
Violence against women constitutes a seri-
ous social problem. Legislation regarding
domestic violence has not been enacted.
Child abuse is not firmly addressed by the
government, although forced or bonded
child labor is illegal. There are no laws

mandating disabled accessibility. Legisla-
tion regarding safety, health, and welfare
of workers has yet to be implemented.

Freedom of education, religion, assem-
bly, travel, emigration and repatriation are
respected. As of 1999, there were no re-
quests for investigation by individuals or
international human rights organizations
regarding civil rights abuses or government
injustice.

James R. Lewis
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Argentina

The Argentine Republic is the second-
largest country in South America. It is
bounded on the west and south by Chile;
on the north by Bolivia; and on the east by
Paraguay, Brazil, Uruguay, and the Atlantic
Ocean. Buenos Aires is the capital. Its pop-
ulation of more than 36 million is composed
mostly of Europeans of Spanish and Ital-
ian descent. The indigenous population of
approximately 700,000 is concentrated in
the northern, northwestern, and southern
provinces. Argentina has the largest com-
munity of Jews in Latin America. Spanish
is the official language. Roman Catholicism
is the dominant religious denomination.
The economy underwent substantial
growth in the 1990s after decades of de-
cline and chronic inflation. Agriculture, in-
dustry, manufacturing, mineral resources,
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construction, and energy (oil, gas, and hy-
droelectric power) comprise the basis of the
capital sectors following a reconstruction
period based on trade liberalization, priva-
tization, and public administrative reforms.
Unemployment, tax evasion, and a finan-
cial crisis represent the major current chal-
lenges that Argentina must solve in the
years to come.

HISTORY

Now a fully federal constitutional democra-
cy, Argentina experienced years of political
instability. Argentina achieved indepen-
dence from Spain in 1816. National unity
and a constitution were established in 1853.
Immigration from Europe and foreign in-
vestment helped Argentina become a mod-
ern nation. A coup d’état gave Argentina a
military government in 1943. One of the mil-
itary coup’s leaders, Juan Domingo Peron,
became president in 1946. He pursued eco-
nomic and political policies aimed at bene-
fitting the working class. He was strongly
supported by his wife, Eva Duarte de Peron,
known as Evita, whose efforts resulted in
women’s right to vote in 1947. In 1955,
Peron was forced into exile by the military.
During the 1960s and early 1970s, the mil-
itary government was unable to cope with
economic decline and increasing terrorism.
The crisis led to the return and reelection
of Peron in October 1973.

However, terrorism from both the right
and the left kept escalating, and Peron was
forced to issue many emergency decrees.
People began to be detained in prison with-
out charges. His third wife, Maria Estela Is-
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abel Martinez de Peron, took over Juan
Peron’s presidency after his death in July
1974. A military coup deposed her in March
1976. The following years were marked by a
harsh military rule, which orchestrated
what is known as the “Dirty War.” Basic
human rights were violated in the effort to
restore public order and fight terrorism. It is
estimated that between 10,000 and 15,000
people disappeared—murdered by govern-
ment forces—between 1976 and 1983.

A difficult internal situation, character-
ized by a serious economic crisis, corrup-
tion, public unrest, and Argentina’s defeat
in the Falklands War, forced new democra-
tic elections in October 1983. Raul Alfonsin,
the new president, tried to solve the most
urgent problems by diminishing the power
of the military and consolidating democra-
tic institutions. In 1989, Carlos Saul

Menem became president. He was reelected
in 1995. Menem dramatically changed the
economic situation by encouraging a free
market and a pro-U.S. foreign policy. In Oc-
tober 1999, Fernando de la Rua was elected
president in what were regarded as free elec-
tions. He took office on December 10.

The human rights abuses of the former
military government continue to be the
focus of national attention and debate. In
1999, for example, leaders of the 1976-1983
junta were arrested on charges of taking ba-
bies born to dissidents in detention and of-
fering them to supporters for adoption.

The newly revised constitution of 1994
established a separation of powers at the
national and provincial level. Argentina has
a bicameral system, in which the president
is directly elected, but cannot succeed him-
self more than once. During the duration

Military rebels surrendering to government forces after a failed coup, December 1990.
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of his mandate, the president holds con-
siderable powers. The president is the com-
mander-in-chief of the armed forces as
prescribed by the constitution and super-
vised by the minister of defense. The ad-
ministration of law and order is overseen
by several agencies: the Argentine Federal
Police, the Border Police, and the Coast
Guard. All are monitored by the minister of
the interior. Provincial police are under the
control of local governors.

HUMAN RIGHTS

At present, Argentina does a reasonably
good job of respecting the rights of its citi-
zens. However, allegations of human rights
abuses are still reported. Police officers, in
particular, are accused of committing extra-
judicial executions, killings, torture, viola-
tion of privacy, and the detaining or
arresting people without charges. In some
cases, the officers involved have been
brought to justice, but many complaints
have not been filed for fear of reprisal. Ac-
cording to Service for Peace and Justice, a
non-governmental organization for human
rights, in 1998, street children and minors
were arbitrarily detained and beaten by the
police in Buenos Aires. The Association
Against Police and Institutional Repression
has recorded more than eighty cases of ar-
bitrary killings by police 1989.

Prison conditions are very poor in terms
of infrastructure, sanitary status, and food
supply. They are also overcrowded. The law
allows pretrial detention of up to two years.
It is reported that in federal prisons, 75 per-
cent of the prisoners are being held in pre-
trial detention. The judiciary is often
inefficient, corrupt, and subject to political
influence.

Human rights organizations have urged
the judiciary to conclude the investigations

of the illegal adoptions of hundreds of chil-
dren born in secret detention centers dur-
ing the Dirty War. Argentine authorities are
not fully cooperating with Spanish court pro-
ceedings investigating past human rights
violations. The Spanish court, among the
charges against 110 current or former mili-
tary or police officers, prosecuted the case
of former naval officer Adolfo Scilingo, who
participated in throwing naked dissidents
into the ocean from airplanes during the
Dirty War.

The Inter-American Court of Human
Rights has urged Argentina to try those
found responsible and anyone who partic-
ipated in the disappearances. In March
1998, the National Congress abolished the
Full Stop and Due Obedience Laws that
granted immunity to members of the army
involved in human rights abuses during the
period of military rule between 1976 and
1983. However, the repeal of these laws was
not interpreted as being retroactive.

The constitution grants freedom of
speech, press, and other forms of commu-
nication. However, there are reports of jour-
nalists receiving anonymous threats of
violence and of being victims of harassment
or violence. In January 1998, former navy
officer Alfredo Astiz was arrested after a
Buenos Aires magazine published his state-
ment regarding his participation in activi-
ties at the Navy Mechanics School (ESMA)
during the military rule. The ESMA was re-
sponsible for the detention, murder, and
disappearance of people considered ene-
mies of the military government.

The government respects the right to
peaceful assembly and association, al-
though on some occasions police have re-
portedly broken up demonstrations in
several provinces. The law prohibits and
punishes discrimination based on sex, race,
religion, ideology, political opinion, lan-



Argentina

27

guage, disability, or social status. However,
women in Argentina do not have the same
status and power as men and are some-
times subject to violence, rape, and ha-
rassment. In 1992, the National Council for
Women was created to implement programs
to cope with the problem in cooperation
with the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF). Women are often not aware of
their rights. Although recognized by the
law, marital rape is difficult to prove. The
National Council for Women also promotes
equal opportunity for women in education,
employment and politics. Women are paid
less than men for equal jobs and occupy a
large proportion of positions in the illegal
labor market.

Non-governmental and church sources
report that child abuse and prostitution
constitute an increasing social problem.
Although compulsory up to the age of fif-
teen, education is inadequate in most rural
areas. UNICEF estimates that over 200,000
children under age fifteen are working. Ac-
ceptable work conditions are not always
enforced by the law, especially in the in-
formal sector.

Episodes of anti-Semitism have been re-
ported. According to press reports, police
officers were responsible for attacks on two

Jewish cemeteries in 1997. The 1992
bombing of the Israeli Embassy in Buenos
Aires, and the 1994 bombing of the city’s
Jewish community center are still under
investigation.

Domestic and international human
rights organizations are free to operate in
the country and report their findings. How-
ever, Amnesty International reports that as
recently as 1999 human rights defenders
were attacked or threatened with death.
Particularly targeted were organizations
such as Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo
and Mothers Association of Plaza de Mayo,
both of which dealt with the issue of “dis-
appeared” children.

James R. Lewis
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The Republic of Armenia is located in West
Asia. It is bounded on the east by Azerbaijan;
on the north by Georgia; on the west by
Turkey; and on the south by Iran. Yerevan is
the capital. Its population of approximately
3.7 million is composed of Armenians (96
percent), Kurds (2 percent), and Russian,
Greek, and other ethnic groups (2 percent).
The Armenian Apostolic Church (Armenian
Orthodox) represents the major religious de-
nomination, with more than 90 percent of
the population being nominally affiliated.
The official language is Armenian.

BACKGROUND

Armenia has a long history of foreign domi-
nation by Persians, Byzantines, Arabs, Mon-
gols, and Turks. For most of its modern
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history it was a province in the Russian Em-
pire. After the Russian Revolution, it became
part of the Soviet Union. In 1922, Armenia
became part of the Trans-Caucasian Soviet
Socialist Republic, and in 1936, the Armen-
ian Soviet Socialist Republic was formed.

In September 1991, in the wake of the
fall of the Soviet Union and the end of the
cold war, Armenia achieved its indepen-
dence as a republic. Levon Ter-Petrossian
was elected as president. Ever since, the
Armenian National Movement has domi-
nated the government and made efforts to
establish a Western-style democracy. The
new constitution was approved in 1995,
providing for the direct election of the pres-
ident, a unicameral Parliament and the
separation of the executive, the legislature,
and the judiciary. The prime minister—the
head of the cabinet—is appointed by the
president, but can be removed by the Par-
liament. Both the government and the Par-
liament can propose legislation. The
current president, Robert Kocharian, was
elected in March 1998, after Ter-Petross-
ian was forced to resign following the reve-
lation of irregularities connected with his
reelection in 1996. There were also elec-
toral irregularities associated with local
elections. Because the judiciary is not fully
independent of the executive, it does not
enforce constitutional provisions.

On October 27, 1999, five terrorists en-
tered the National Assembly and opened
fire, killing seven members of Parliament,
including the speaker and the prime min-
ster. The prosecutor in charge of the case
has been accused of using physical abuse
and other forms of coercion to extract con-
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fessions and evidence. Concern for the
rights of individuals questioned and de-
tained in connection with this case has
been expressed.

Armenia’s economy is still struggling to
make the transition from a centralized
model to a free-market approach. In 1988,
the country was devastated by a strong
earthquake that killed 25,000 people and
left 500,000 without homes. The effects of
this catastrophe are still being felt. Addi-
tionally, the escalating conflict with Azer-
baijan—which began over the disputed
territory of Nagorno-Kabarakh in 1988—has
led to an economic embargo by Azerbaijan
and Turkey, especially in the area of ener-
gy supplies from which Armenians are still
trying to recover. Since the cease-fire of
1994, however, Armenia has been able to

implement several economic programs
aimed at developing privatization, full price
liberalization, and a free market. Most of the
state lands have been redistributed and pri-
vatized. Agriculture represents the strongest
economic sector; industry’s recovery, how-
ever, has been slow. Unemployment and un-
deremployment affect about half of the
population.

International assistance currently plays
a major role in the development of the
country’s economy and politics. Armenia is
a member of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States, the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe, NATO’s
Partnership for Peace, the North Atlantic
Cooperation Council, the International
Monetary Fund, and the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development.

An abandoned gas station. An economic embargo by its neighbors left Armenia short of fuel.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Although human rights are broadly protect-
ed by the constitution, certain abuses con-
tinue to be reported. The Human Rights
Committee under the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights urged the estab-
lishment of a special body to investigate
allegations of torture, ill-treatment, and ar-
bitrary arrests and detentions, as well as
searches without warrants. In some cases,
abuses have resulted in prisoners’ deaths
due to poor prison conditions and inadequate
medical treatment. The military is also re-
sponsible for serious mistreatment of con-
scripts. In February 1998, Private Mkrtich
Ohanian committed suicide after killing six
comrades; his actions were alleged to have
been in response to continuous abuse and
violence that he had suffered.

The 1999 new criminal code abolished the
death penalt