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[Asgivenintheorigina edition,]

T heauthor of these Travels, Mr. Lemuel Gulliver, is my ancient and intimate friend; thereislikewise
some relation between us on the mother's side. About three years ago, Mr. Gulliver growing weary of the
concourse of curious people coming to him at his house in Redriff, made asmall purchase of land, with a
convenient house, near Newark, in Nottinghamshire, his native country; where he now livesretired, yet in
good esteem among his neighbours.

Although Mr. Gulliver was born in Nottinghamshire, where hisfather dwelt, yet | have heard him say
hisfamily came from Oxfordshire; to confirm which, | have observed in the churchyard a Banbury in that
county, severd tombs and monuments of the Gullivers.

Before he quitted Redriff, he left the custody of the following papersin my hands, with the liberty to
digpose of them as | should think fit. | have carefully perused them threetimes. The styleisvery plain and
ample; and the only fault | find is, that the author, after the manner of travellers, isalittle too
circumgantid. Thereisan air of truth gpparent through the whole; and indeed the author was so
distinguished for his veracity, that it became a sort of proverb among his neighbours a Redriff, when any
one affirmed athing, to say, it was astrue asif Mr. Gulliver had spoken it.

By the advice of severa worthy persons, to whom, with the author's permission, | communicated
these papers, | now venture to send them into the world, hoping they may be, at least for sometime, a
better entertainment to our young noblemen, than the common scribbles of politics and party.

Thisvolume would have been at least twice aslarge, if | had not made bold to strike out innumerable
passages relating to the winds and tides, as well asto the variations and bearingsin the severa voyages,
together with the minute descriptions of the management of the ship in storms, in the yle of sailors;
likewise the account of longitudes and latitudes, wherein | have reason to gpprehend, that Mr. Gulliver
may bealittle dissatisfied. But | was resolved to fit the work as much as possible to the genera capacity
of readers. However, if my own ignorancein sea affairs shdl have led meto commit some mistakes, |
aone am answerablefor them. And if any traveller hath a curiosity to seethewholework at large, asit
came from the hands of the author, | will be ready to gratify him.

Asfor any further particulars relaing to the author, the reader will receive satisfaction from the first
pages of the book.

RICHARD SYMPSON.

A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN GULLIVER TO HIS COUSIN SYMPSON.

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1727.

| hope you will be ready to own publicly, whenever you shall be cdled toit, that by your great and
frequent urgency you prevailed on meto publish avery loose and uncorrect account of my travels, with
directionsto hire some young gentleman of either university to put them in order, and correct the Syle, as
my cousin Dampier did, by my advice, in hisbook caled"A Voyage round theworld.” But | do not



remember | gave you power to consent that any thing should be omitted, and much lessthat any thing
should be inserted; therefore, asto thelatter, | do here renounce every thing of that kind; particularly a
paragraph about her majesty Queen Anne, of most pious and glorious memory; dthough | did reverence
and esteem her more than any of human species. But you, or your interpolator, ought to have considered,
that it was not my inclination, so wasit not decent to praise any anima of our compaosition before my
master HOUY HNHNM: And besides, the fact was dtogether false; for to my knowledge, being in
England during some part of her magjesty'sreign, she did govern by achief minister; nay even by two
successively, the first whereof wasthelord of Godolphin, and the second the lord of Oxford; so that you
have made me say the thing that was not. Likewise in the account of the academy of projectors, and
several passages of my discourse to my master HOUY HNHNM, you have either omitted some material
circumstances, or minced or changed them in such amanner, that | do hardly know my own work. When
| formerly hinted to you something of thisin aletter, you were pleased to answer that you were afraid of
giving offence; that people in power were very watchful over the press, and apt not only to interpret, but
to punish every thing which looked like an INNUENDO (as| think you call it). But, pray how could that
which | spoke so many years ago, and at about five thousand leagues distance, in another reign, be
applied to any of the Y AHOOS, who now are said to govern the herd; especialy at atimewhen little
thought, or feared, the unhappiness of living under them? Have not | the most reason to complain, when |
seethese very Y AHOOS carried by HOUYHNHNMS in avehicle, asif they were brutes, and those
therational creatures? And indeed to avoid so monstrous and detestable asight was one principal motive
of my retirement hither.

Thus much | thought proper to tell you in relation to yourself, and to the trust | reposed in youl.

| do, in the next place, complain of my own great want of judgment, in being prevailed upon by the
entreaties and fa se reasoning of you and some others, very much against my own opinion, to suffer my
travel sto be published. Pray bring to your mind how often | desired you to consider, when you inssted
on the mative of public good, that the Y AHOOS were a species of animals utterly incapable of
amendment by precept or example: and so it has proved; for, instead of seeing afull stop put to al
abuses and corruptions, at least in thislittleidand, as| had reason to expect; behold, after above six
monthswarning, | cannot learn that my book has produced one single effect according to my intentions. |
desired you would let me know, by aletter, when party and faction were extinguished; judges |earned
and upright; pleaders honest and modest, with some tincture of common sense, and Smithfield blazing
with pyramids of law books; the young nobility's educeation entirely changed; the physicians banished; the
femae Y AHOOS abounding in virtue, honour, truth, and good sense; courts and levees of great ministers
thoroughly weeded and swept; wit, merit, and learning rewarded; all disgracers of the pressin prose and
verse condemned to eat nothing but their own cotton, and quench their thirst with their own ink. These,
and athousand other reformations, | firmly counted upon by your encouragement; asindeed they were
plainly deducible from the precepts ddivered in my book. And it must be owned, that seven months were
asufficient timeto correct every vice and folly to which Y AHOOS are subject, if their natures had been
capable of the least disposition to virtue or wisdom. Y &, so far have you been from answering my
expectation in any of your |etters; that on the contrary you are loading our carrier every week with libels,
and keys, and reflections, and memoirs, and second parts; wherein | see mysalf accused of reflecting
upon great state folk; of degrading human nature (for so they have il the confidence to styleit), and of
abusing the female sex. | find likewise that the writers of those bundles are not agreed among themsalves,
for some of them will not allow meto be the author of my own travels, and others make me author of
booksto which I am wholly a stranger.

| find likewise that your printer has been so careless asto confound the times, and mistake the dates,
of my several voyages and returns; neither assigning the true year, nor the true month, nor day of the
month: and | hear the origind manuscript isal destroyed since the publication of my book; neither havel
any copy left: however, | have sent you some corrections, which you may insert, if ever there should bea
second edition: and yet | cannot stand to them; but shal leave that matter to my judicious and candid
readersto adjust it asthey please.

| hear some of our sea’Y AHOQOS find fault with my sea-language, as not proper in many parts, nor



now inuse. | cannot help it. In my first voyages, while | wasyoung, | wasinstructed by the oldest
mariners, and learned to speak asthey did. But | have since found that the sea Y AHOOS are apt, like
the land ones, to become new-fangled in their words, which the |atter change every year; insomuch, as|
remember upon each return to my own country their old dialect was so dtered, that | could hardly
understand the new. And | observe, when any Y AHOO comes from London out of curiogity to visit me
at my house, we neither of us are ableto deliver our conceptionsin amanner intelligible to the other.

If the censure of the Y AHOQOS could any way affect me, | should have great reason to complain, that
some of them are so bold asto think my book of travels amerefiction out of mine own brain, and have
gone so far asto drop hints, that the HOUYHNHNMS and Y AHOOS have no more existence than the
inhabitants of Utopia.

Indeed | must confess, that asto the people of LILLIPUT, BROBDINGRAG (for so the word
should have been spdit, and not erroneousdy BROBDINGNAG), and LAPUTA, | have never yet heard
of any YAHOO so presumptuous as to dispute their being, or the facts | have related concerning them;
because the truth immediately sirikes every reader with conviction. And isthere less probability in my
account of the HOUYHNHNMS or Y AHOOS, when it is manifest asto the latter, there are so many
thousands even in this country, who only differ from their brother brutesin HOUY HNHNMLAND,
because they use a sort of jabber, and do not go naked? | wrote for their amendment, and not their
approbation. The united prai se of the whole race would be of 1ess consequence to me, than the neighing
of those two degenerate HOUY HNHNMS | keep in my stable; because from these, degenerate asthey
are, | gill improve in some virtues without any mixture of vice.

Do these miserable animals presumetto think, that | am so degenerated asto defend my veracity?
YAHOO as| am, it iswdl known through al HOUYHNHNMLAND, that, by the instructions and
example of my illustrious master, | was able in the compass of two years (dthough | confesswith the
utmogt difficulty) to removethat inferna habit of lying, shuffling, decelving, and equivocating, o desply
rooted in the very souls of al my species; especialy the Europeans.

| have other complaints to make upon this vexatious occasion; but | forbear troubling mysdlf or you
any further. | must freely confess, that snce my last return, some corruptions of my Y AHOO nature have
revived in me by conversing with afew of your species, and particularly those of my own family, by an
unavoidable necessity; else | should never have attempted so absurd a project asthat of reforming the
YAHOO racein thiskingdom: But | have now donewith al such visonary schemesfor ever.

APRIL 2, 1727

Part |. A Voyage To Lilliput.

PART |.CHAPTERI.

[The author gives some account of himself and family. Hisfirst inducementsto travel. Heis
shipwrecked, and swimsfor hislife. Gets safe on shore in the country of Lilliput; is made a prisoner, and
carried up the country.]

M y father had asmall estatein Nottinghamshire: | wasthe third of five sons. He sent me to Emanuel
Collegein Cambridge at fourteen years old, where | resided three years, and applied mysdlf closeto my



studies; but the charge of maintaining me, athough | had a very scanty alowance, being too greet for a
narrow fortune, | was bound apprentice to Mr. James Bates, an eminent surgeon in London, with whom
| continued four years. My father now and then sending me small sums of money, | laid them out in
learning navigation, and other parts of the mathematics, useful to those who intend to travel, as| dways
believed it would be, sometime or other, my fortuneto do. When | |eft Mr. Bates, | went down to my
father: where, by the assstance of him and my uncle John, and some other relations, | got forty pounds,
and apromise of thirty pounds ayear to maintain me a Leyden: there | sudied physic two years and
seven months, knowing it would be useful in long voyages.

Soon after my return from Leyden, | was recommended by my good master, Mr. Bates, to be
surgeon to the Swallow, Captain Abraham Pannel, commander; with whom | continued three yearsand a
half, making avoyage or two into the Levant, and some other parts. When | came back | resolved to
stlein London; to which Mr. Bates, my master, encouraged me, and by him | was recommended to
severd patients. | took part of asmall house in the Old Jewry; and being advised to dter my condition, |
married Mrs. Mary Burton, second daughter to Mr. Edmund Burton, hosier, in Newgate-sireet, with
whom | received four hundred pounds for a portion.

But my good master Bates dying in two years after, and | having few friends, my business began to
fail; for my conscience would not suffer me to imitate the bad practice of too many among my brethren.
Having therefore consulted with my wife, and some of my acquaintance, | determined to go again to sea.
| was surgeon successively in two ships, and made severa voyages, for six years, to the East and West
Indies, by which | got some addition to my fortune. My hours of leisure | spent in reading the best
authors, ancient and modern, being dways provided with agood number of books, and when | was
ashore, in observing the manners and dispositions of the people, aswell aslearning their language;
wherein | had agreat facility, by the strength of my memory.

Thelast of these voyages not proving very fortunate, | grew weary of the sea, and intended to stay at
home with my wife and family. | removed from the Old Jewry to Fetter Lane, and from thence to
Wapping, hoping to get business among the sailors; but it would not turn to account. After three years
expectation that things would mend, | accepted an advantageous offer from Captain William Prichard,
master of the Antelope, who was making a voyage to the South Sea. We st sail from Bristol, May 4,
1699, and our voyage was &t first very prosperous.

It would not be proper, for some reasons, to trouble the reader with the particulars of our adventures
inthose sess, let it suffice to inform him, that in our passage from thence to the East Indies, we were
driven by aviolent storm to the north-west of Van Diemen's Land. By an observation, we found
oursavesin thelatitude of 30 degrees 2 minutes south. Twelve of our crew were dead by immoderate
labour and ill food; the rest were in avery weak condition. On the 5th of November, which wasthe
beginning of summer in those parts, the weather being very hazy, the seamen spied arock within half a
cable's length of the ship; but the wind was so strong, that we were driven directly upon it, and
immediatdly split. Six of the crew, of whom | was one, having let down the boat into the sea, made a shift
to get clear of the ship and the rock. We rowed, by my computation, about three leagues, till we were
able to work no longer, being aready spent with labour while we were in the ship. We therefore trusted
oursalvesto the mercy of the waves, and in about half an hour the boat was overset by a sudden flurry
from the north. What became of my companionsin the boat, aswell as of those who escaped on the
rock, or wereleft in the vessd, | cannot tell; but conclude they were dl lost. For my own part, | swam as
fortune directed me, and was pushed forward by wind and tide. | often let my legs drop, and could fedl
no bottom; but when | was dmost gone, and able to struggle no longer, | found myself within my depth;
and by thistime the storm was much abated. The declivity was so smdll, that | walked near amile before
| got to the shore, which | conjectured was about eight o'clock in the evening. | then advanced forward
near half amile, but could not discover any sign of houses or inhabitants; at least | wasin so wesk a
condition, that | did not observe them. | was extremely tired, and with that, and the heet of the wesather,
and about haf apint of brandy that | drank as| left the ship, | found myself much inclined to deep. | lay
down on the grass, which was very short and soft, where | dept sounder than ever | remembered to have
donein my life, and, as| reckoned, about nine hours, for when | awaked, it wasjust day-light. |



attempted to rise, but was not ableto tir: for, as | happened to lie on my back, | found my armsand legs
were strongly fastened on each side to the ground; and my hair, which was long and thick, tied down in
the same manner. | likewisefelt severa dender ligatures across my body, from my arm-pitsto my thighs.
| could only look upwards; the sun began to grow hot, and the light offended my eyes. | heard a
confused noise about me; but in the posture | lay, could see nothing except the sky. Inalittletime| felt
something dive moving on my left leg, which advancing gently forward over my breest, came amost up
to my chin; when, bending my eyes downwards as much as| could, | perceived it to be ahuman creature
not six inches high, with abow and arrow in hishands, and aquiver a hisback. Inthe meantime, | felt at
least forty more of the samekind (as| conjectured) following thefirst. | wasin the utmost astonishment,
and roared so loud, that they al ran back in afright; and some of them, as| was afterwardstold, were
hurt with the fallsthey got by legping from my sides upon the ground. However, they soon returned, and
one of them, who ventured so far asto get afull Sght of my face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way of
admiration, cried out in ashrill but distinct voice, HEKINAH DEGUL : the others repeated the same
words severd times, but then | knew not what they meant. | lay al thiswhile, asthe reader may believe,
in great uneasiness. At length, struggling to get loose, | had the fortune to break the strings, and wrench
out the pegsthat fastened my left arm to the ground; for, by lifting it up to my face, | discovered the
methods they had taken to bind me, and at the same time with aviolent pull, which gave me excessive
pain, | alittle loosened the strings that tied down my hair on the left Sde, so that | wasjust ableto turn
my head about two inches. But the creatures ran off a second time, before | could seize them; whereupon
there was agreat shout in avery shrill accent, and after it ceased | heard one of them cry doud TOLGO
PHONAC; wheninaningant | felt above a hundred arrows discharged on my left hand, which, pricked
me like so many needles; and besides, they shot another flight into the air, as we do bombsin Europe,
whereof many, | suppose, fell on my body, (though | felt them not), and some on my face, which |
immediately covered with my left hand. When this shower of arrowswas over, | fdl agroaning with grief
and pain; and then striving again to get loose, they discharged another volley larger than the first, and
some of them attempted with spearsto stick mein the sides; but by good luck | had on a buff jerkin,
which they could not pierce. | thought it the most prudent method to lie till, and my design wasto
continue so till night, when, my left hand being dready loose, | could easily free myself: and asfor the
inhabitants, | had reason to believe | might be amatch for the greatest army they could bring againgt me,
if they were d| of the same size with him that | saw. But fortune disposed otherwise of me. When the
people observed | was quiet, they discharged no more arrows; but, by the noise | heard, | knew their
numbersincreased; and about four yards from me, over against my right ear, | heard aknocking for
above an hour, like that of people a work; when turning my head that way, aswell asthe pegs and
stringswould permit me, | saw a stage erected about afoot and a haf from the ground, capable of
holding four of the inhabitants, with two or three ladders to mount it: from whence one of them, who
seemed to be a person of quality, made me along speech, whereof | understood not one syllable. But |
should have mentioned, that before the principa person began his oration, he cried out three times,
LANGRO DEHUL SAN (these words and the former were afterwards repeated and explained to me);
whereupon, immediately, about fifty of the inhabitants came and cut the strings that fastened the left Sde
of my head, which gave methe liberty of turning it to theright, and of observing the person and gesture of
him that was to speak.

He appeared to be of amiddle age, and taller than any of the other three who attended him, whereof
one was a page that held up histrain, and seemed to be somewnhat longer than my middle finger; the
other two stood one on each side to support him. He acted every part of an orator, and | could observe
many periods of threatenings, and others of promises, pity, and kindness. | answered in afew words, but
in the maost submissive manner, lifting up my left hand, and both my eyesto the sun, ascaling himfor a
witness, and being dmost famished with hunger, having not esten amorsd for some hours before | 1eft
the ship, | found the demands of nature so strong upon me, that | could not forbear showing my
impatience (perhaps againgt the strict rules of decency) by putting my finger frequently to my mouth, to
signify that | wanted food. The HURGO (for so they call agresat lord, as| afterwards learnt) understood
me very well. He descended from the stage, and commanded that several ladders should be gpplied to



my sides, on which above ahundred of the inhabitants mounted and walked towards my mouth, laden
with baskets full of meat, which had been provided and sent thither by the king's orders, upon the first
intelligence he recelved of me. | observed there was the flesh of several anima's, but could not distinguish
them by the taste. There were shoulders, legs, and loins, shaped like those of mutton, and very well
dressed, but smaler than thewings of alark. | ate them by two or three at amouthful, and took three
loaves a atime, about the bigness of musket bullets.

They supplied me asfast asthey could, showing a thousand marks of wonder and astonishment at my
bulk and appetite. | then made another sign, that | wanted drink. They found by my esting that asmal
quantity would not suffice me; and being amost ingenious people, they dung up, with greeat dexterity, one
of their largest hogsheads, then rolled it towards my hand, and beat out thetop; | drank it off at a
draught, which I might well do, for it did not hold half apint, and tasted like asmall wine of Burgundy,
but much more ddlicious. They brought me a second hogshead, which | drank in the same manner, and
made signs for more; but they had noneto give me. When | had performed these wonders, they shouted
for joy, and danced upon my breast, repeating severa timesasthey did at first, HEKINAH DEGUL.
They made me asign that | should throw down the two hogsheads, but first warning the people below to
stand out of the way, crying aloud, BORACH MEVOLAH; and when they saw thevesselsintheair,
there was auniversal shout of HEKINAH DEGUL. | confess | was often tempted, while they were
passing backwards and forwards on my body, to seize forty or fifty of the first that camein my reach,
and dash them againgt the ground. But the remembrance of what | had felt, which probably might not be
the worst they could do, and the promise of honour | made them--for so | interpreted my submissive
behaviour--soon drove out these imaginations. Besides, | now considered mysdlf as bound by the laws of
hospitdity, to a people who had treated me with so much expense and magnificence. However, in my
thoughts | could not sufficiently wonder at the intrepidity of these diminutive morta's, who durst venture to
mount and walk upon my body, while one of my handswas at liberty, without trembling at the very sight
of so prodigious a creature as | must appear to them. After some time, when they observed that | made
no more demands for mest, there appeared before me a person of high rank from hisimperia mgesty.
His excdllency, having mounted on the small of my right leg, advanced forwards up to my face, with
about adozen of hisretinue; and producing his credentials under the signet roya, which he applied close
to my eyes, spoke about ten minutes without any signs of anger, but with akind of determinate resolution,
often pointing forwards, which, as| afterwards found, was towards the capital city, about half amile
distant; whither it was agreed by his majesty in council that | must be conveyed. | answered in few
words, but to no purpose, and made asign with my hand that was loose, putting it to the other (but over
his excellency's head for fear of hurting him or histrain) and then to my own head and body, to signify
that | desired my liberty. It gppeared that he understood me well enough, for he shook his head by way
of disapprobation, and held hishand in a posture to show that | must be carried as a prisoner. However,
he made other signsto let me understand that | should have meat and drink enough, and very good
treatment. Whereupon | once more thought of attempting to break my bonds; but again, when | felt the
smart of their arrows upon my face and hands, which were dl in blisters, and many of the darts il
gticking in them, and observing likewise that the number of my enemiesincreased, | gavetokensto let
them know that they might do with me what they pleased. Upon this, the HURGO and histrain
withdrew, with much civility and cheerful countenances. Soon after | heard agenera shout, with frequent
repetitions of the words PEPLOM SELAN; and | felt great numbers of people on my left Sde relaxing
the cords to such adegree, that | was able to turn upon my right, and to ease myself with making water;
which | very plentifully did, to the great astonishment of the people; who, conjecturing by my motion what
| was going to do, immediately opened to the right and left on that Side, to avoid the torrent, which fell
with such noise and violence from me. But before this, they had daubed my face and both my handswith
asort of ointment, very pleasant to the smell, which, in afew minutes, removed al the smart of their
arrows. These circumstances, added to the refreshment | had received by their victuals and drink, which
were very nourishing, disposed meto deep. | dept about eight hours, as| was afterwards assured; and it
was no wonder, for the physicians, by the emperor's order, had mingled a deepy potion in the hogsheads
of wine.



It seems, that upon the first moment | was discovered deeping on the ground, after my landing, the
emperor had early notice of it by an express; and determined in council, that | should betied in the
manner | have related, (which was donein the night while | dept;) that plenty of meat and drink should be
sent to me, and amachine prepared to carry meto the capital city.

This resolution perhaps may appear very bold and dangerous, and | am confident would not be
imitated by any prince in Europe on the like occasion. However, in my opinion, it was extremely prudent,
aswdl as generous. for, supposing these people had endeavoured to kill me with their spears and
arrows, while | was adeep, | should certainly have awaked with the first sense of smart, which might so
far have roused my rage and strength, asto have enabled me to break the strings wherewith | wastied;
after which, asthey were not able to make resistance, so they could expect no mercy.

These people are most excellent mathematicians, and arrived to agreat perfection in mechanics, by
the countenance and encouragement of the emperor, who is arenowned patron of learning. This prince
has several machines fixed on whedls, for the carriage of trees and other great weights. He often builds
his largest men of war, whereof some are ninefeet long, in the woods where the timber grows, and has
them carried on these engines three or four hundred yards to the sea. Five hundred carpenters and
engineerswereimmediately set at work to prepare the greatest engine they had. 1t was aframe of wood
raised three inches from the ground, about seven feet long, and four wide, moving upon twenty-two
whedls. The shout | heard was upon the arrival of thisengine, which, it seems, set out in four hours after
my landing. It was brought paralel to me, asl lay. But the principd difficulty wasto raise and placemein
thisvehicle. Eighty poles, each of one foot high, were erected for this purpose, and very strong cords, of
the bigness of packthread, were fastened by hooks to many bandages, which the workmen had girt
round my neck, my hands, my body, and my legs. Nine hundred of the strongest men were employed to
draw up these cords, by many pulleys fastened on the poles; and thus, in less than three hours, | was
raised and dung into the engine, and theretied fast. All this| wastold; for, while the operation was
performing, | lay in aprofound deep, by theforce of that soporiferous medicine infused into my liquor.
Fifteen hundred of the emperor's largest horses, each about four inches and ahadf high, were employed
to draw me towards the metropolis, which, as| said, was haf amile distant.

About four hours after we began our journey, | awaked by avery ridiculous accident; for the carriage
being stopped awhile, to adjust something that was out of order, two or three of the young natives had
the curiogity to see how | looked when | was adeep; they climbed up into the engine, and advancing very
softly to my face, one of them, an officer in the guards, put the sharp end of his half-pike agood way up
into my left nogtril, which tickled my nose like astraw, and made me sneeze violently; whereupon they
stole off unperceived, and it was three weeks before | knew the cause of my waking so suddenly. We
made along march the remaining part of the day, and, rested at night with five hundred guards on each
sde of me, haf with torches, and haf with bows and arrows, ready to shoot meif | should offer to dir.
The next morning at sunrise we continued our march, and arrived within two hundred yards of the city
gates about noon. The emperor, and dl his court, came out to meet us, but his great officers would by no
means suffer his mgesty to endanger his person by mounting on my body.

At the place where the carriage stopped there stood an ancient temple, esteemed to be the largest in
the whole kingdom; which, having been polluted some years before by an unnatural murder, was,
according to the zeal of those people, looked upon as profane, and therefore had been applied to
common use, and dl the ornaments and furniture carried away. In thisedificeit was determined | should
lodge. The greet gate fronting to the north was about four feet high, and amost two feet wide, through
which | could easily creep. On each side of the gate was a small window, not above six inches from the
ground: into that on the left Side, the king's smith conveyed four-score and eeven chains, like those that
hang to alady's watch in Europe, and amost aslarge, which were locked to my left leg with
six-and-thirty padlocks. Over againgt thistemple, on the other side of the great highway, at twenty feet
distance, therewas aturret at least five feet high. Here the emperor ascended, with many principal lords
of his court, to have an opportunity of viewing me, as| wastold, for I could not see them. It was
reckoned that above a hundred thousand inhabitants came out of the town upon the same errand; and, in
Spite of my guards, | believe there could not be fewer than ten thousand at severd times, who mounted



my body by the help of ladders. But a proclamation was soon issued, to forbid it upon pain of death.
When the workmen found it was impossible for meto break loose, they cut al the strings that bound me;
whereupon | rose up, with as melancholy adisposition asever | had in my life. But the noise and
astonishment of the people, at seeing me rise and walk, are not to be expressed. The chainsthat held my
left leg were about two yards long, and gave me not only the liberty of walking backwards and forwards
inasemicircle, but, being fixed within four inches of the gate, allowed meto creegpin, and liea my full
lengthiinthetemple.

PART |I.CHAPTERII.

[The emperor of Lilliput, attended by severd of the nohility, comesto seethe author in his
confinement. The emperor's person and habit described. Learned men gppointed to teach the author their
language. He gains favour by his mild disposition. His pockets are searched, and his sword and pistols
takenfromhim.]

W hen | found myself on my feet, I looked about me, and must confess | never beheld amore
entertaining prospect. The country around appeared like a continued garden, and the enclosed fidlds,
which were generdly forty feet square, resembled so many beds of flowers. Thesefidldswere
intermingled with woods of haf astang, (1) and the tallest trees, as| could judge, appeared to be seven
feet high. | viewed the town on my left hand, which looked like the painted scene of acity in athegire.

| had been for some hours extremely pressed by the necessities of nature; which was no wonder, it
being dmost two days since | had last disburdened myself. | was under great difficulties between urgency
and shame. The best expedient | could think of, wasto creep into my house, which | accordingly did;
and shutting the gate after me, | went asfar asthe length of my chain would suffer, and discharged my
body of that unessy load. But thiswas the only time | was ever guilty of so uncleanly an action; for which
| cannot but hope the candid reader will give some dlowance, after he has maturely and impartialy
considered my case, and the distress | was in. From thistime my constant practice was, as soon as|
rose, to perform that businessin open air, at the full extent of my chain; and due care was taken every
morning before company came, that the offensive matter should be carried off in whed-barrows, by two
servants appointed for that purpose. | would not have dwelt so long upon a circumstance that, perhaps,
at first sght, may appear not very momentous, if | had not thought it necessary to justify my character, in
point of cleanliness, to the world; which, | am told, some of my maligners have been pleased, upon this
and other occasions, to cal in question.

When this adventure was at an end, | came back out of my house, having occasion for fresh air. The
emperor was already descended from the tower, and advancing on horse-back towards me, which had
liketo have cost him dear; for the beast, though very well trained, yet wholly unused to such asight,
which appeared asif amountain moved before him, reared up on its hinder feet: but that prince, who is
an excdlent horseman, kept hissedt, till his attendants ran in, and held the bridle, while hismgesty hed
time to dismount. When he dighted, he surveyed me round with great admiration; but kept beyond the
length of my chain. He ordered his cooks and butlers, who were already prepared, to give mevictuas
and drink, which they pushed forward in asort of vehicles upon wheds; till | could reach them. | took
these vehicles and soon emptied them dl; twenty of them werefilled with meet, and ten with liquor; each
of the former afforded me two or three good mouthfuls; and | emptied the liquor of ten vessels, which
was contained in earthen vids, into one vehicle, drinking it off at adraught; and so | did withtherest. The
empress, and young princes of the blood of both sexes, attended by many ladies, sat at some distancein
their chairs; but upon the accident that happened to the emperor's horse, they aighted, and came near his
person, which | am now going to describe. Heistdler by amost the breadth of my nail, than any of his



court; which aoneis enough to strike an awe into the behol ders.

Hisfeatures are strong and masculine, with an Audtrian lip and arched nose, his complexion olive, his
countenance erect, hisbody and limbswell proportioned, al his motions graceful, and his deportment
majestic. He was then past his prime, being twenty-eight years and three quarters old, of which he had
reigned about seven in greet fdicity, and generdly victorious. For the better convenience of beholding
him, | lay on my side, so that my face was paralld to his, and he stood but three yards off: however, |
have had him since many timesin my hand, and therefore cannot be deceived in the description. His
dresswas very plain and smple, and the fashion of it between the Asiatic and the European; but he had
on hishead alight helmet of gold, adorned with jewels, and a plume on the crest. He held his sword
drawn in his hand to defend himsdlf, if | should happen to break |oose; it was dmost three incheslong;
the hilt and scabbard were gold enriched with diamonds. His voice was shrill, but very clear and
articulate; and | could digtinctly hear it when | stood up. The ladies and courtiers were al most
magnificently clad; so that the spot they stood upon seemed to resemble a petticoat spread upon the
ground, embroidered with figures of gold and slver. Hisimperid majesty spoke oftento me, and |
returned answers: but neither of us could understand asyllable. There were severa of hispriestsand
lawyers present (as | conjectured by their habits), who were commanded to address themsalvesto me;
and | spoketo them in as many languages as | had the least smattering of, which were High and Low
Dutch, Latin, French, Spanish, Italian, and Lingua Franca, but al to no purpose. After about two hours
the court retired, and | was |eft with astrong guard, to prevent the impertinence, and probably the maice
of the rabble, who were very impatient to crowd about me as near as they durst; and some of them had
the impudence to shoot their arrows at me, as | sat on the ground by the door of my house, whereof one
very narrowly missed my |eft eye. But the colonel ordered six of the ringleadersto be seized, and thought
no punishment so proper asto deliver them bound into my hands, which some of his soldiers accordingly
did, pushing them forward with the butt-ends of their pikesinto my reach. | took them dl in my right
hand, put five of them into my coat-pocket; and asto the sixth, | made a countenance asif | would eat
him dive. The poor man squalled terribly, and the colonel and his officers were in much pain, especidly
when they saw metake out my penknife: but | soon put them out of fear; for, looking mildly, and
immediately cutting the strings he was bound with, | set him gently on the ground, and away heran. |
treated the rest in the same manner, taking them one by one out of my pocket; and | observed both the
soldiers and people were highly delighted at this mark of my clemency, which was represented very much
to my advantage at court.

Towards night | got with some difficulty into my house, where lay on the ground, and continued to
do so about afortnight; during which time, the emperor gave orders to have abed prepared for me. Six
hundred beds of the common measure were brought in carriages, and worked up in my house; a hundred
and fifty of their beds, sewn together, made up the breadth and length; and these were four double:
which, however, kept me but very indifferently from the hardness of the floor, that was of smooth stone.
By the same computation, they provided me with sheets, blankets, and coverlets, tolerable enough for
onewho had been so long inured to hardships.

Asthe news of my arrival spread through the kingdom, it brought prodigious numbers of rich, idle,
and curious people to see me; so that the villages were dmost emptied; and great neglect of tillage and
household affairs must have ensued, if hisimperid majesty had not provided, by severd proclamations
and orders of gtate, against thisinconveniency. He directed that those who had aready beheld me should
return home, and not presume to come within fifty yards of my house, without license from the court;
whereby the secretaries of state got considerable fees.

In the mean time the emperor held frequent councils, to debate what course should be taken with me;
and | was afterwards assured by a particular friend, aperson of great quality, who was as much in the
secret as any, that the court was under many difficulties concerning me. They apprehended my bresking
loose; that my diet would be very expengve, and might cause afamine. Sometimes they determined to
starve me; or at least to shoot mein the face and hands with poisoned arrows, which would soon
despatch me; but again they consdered, that the stench of so large a carcass might produce aplaguein
the metropoalis, and probably spread through the whole kingdom. In the midst of these consultations,



severd officers of the army went to the door of the great council-chamber, and two of them being
admitted, gave an account of my behaviour to the six criminals above-mentioned; which made so
favourable an impression in the breast of his mgesty and the whole board, in my behdf, that an imperia
commission wasissued out, obliging dl the villages, nine hundred yards round the city, to deliver in every
morning X beeves, forty sheep, and other victuasfor my sustenance; together with a proportionable
quantity of bread, and wine, and other liquors; for the due payment of which, hismgesty gave
assgnments upon histreasury:--for this prince lives chiefly upon his own demesnes; seldom, except upon
great occasions, railsing any subsidies upon his subjects, who are bound to attend him in hiswars at their
own expense. An establishment was aso made of six hundred personsto be my domestics, who had
board-wages dlowed for their maintenance, and tents built for them very conveniently on each side of my
door. It was likewise ordered, that three hundred tailors should make me a suit of clothes, after the
fashion of the country; that Six of his mgesty’s greatest scholars should be employed to ingtruct mein
their language; and lastly, that the emperor's horses, and those of the nobility and troops of guards,
should be frequently exercised in my sight, to accustom themselvesto me. All these orderswere duly put
in execution; and in about three weeks | made agreet progressin learning their language; during which
time the emperor frequently honoured me with hisvisits, and was pleased to assst my mastersin teaching
me. We began aready to converse together in some sort; and thefirst words | learnt, were to express
my desire "that he would please give me my liberty;" which | every day repeated on my knees. His
answer, as| could comprehend it, was, "that this must be awork of time, not to be thought on without
the advice of his council, and that first | must LUMOS KELMIN PESSO DESMAR LON EMPOSO;"
that is, swear apeace with him and his kingdom. However, that | should be used with dl kindness. And
he advised meto "acquire, by my patience and discreet behaviour, the good opinion of himsaf and his
subjects.” Hedesired "1 would not takeit ill, if he gave ordersto certain proper officersto search me; for
probably | might carry about me severa wegpons, which must needs be dangerousthings, if they
answered the bulk of so prodigiousaperson.” | said, "His majesty should be satisfied; for | wasready to
grip mysdlf, and turn up my pockets before him." This| ddivered part inwords, and part in Sgns. He
replied, "that, by the laws of the kingdom, | must be searched by two of hisofficers; that he knew this
could not be done without my consent and assistance; and he had so good an opinion of my generosity
and justice, asto trust their personsin my hands; that whatever they took from me, should be returned
when | |ft the country, or paid for at the rate which | would set upon them.” | took up the two officersin
my hands, put them first into my coat-pockets, and then into every other pocket about me, except my
two fobs, and another secret pocket, which | had no mind should be searched, wherein | had somelittle
necessaries that were of no consequence to any but myself. In one of my fobs there was a silver watch,
and in the other asmdll quantity of gold in apurse. These gentlemen, having pen, ink, and paper, about
them, made an exact inventory of every thing they saw; and when they had done, desired | would set
them down, that they might deliver it to the emperor. Thisinventory | afterwards trandated into English,
and is, word for word, asfollows:

"IMPRIMIS, In theright coat-pocket of the great man-mountain” (for so | interpret the words
QUINBUS FLESTRIN,) "after the strictest search, we found only one great piece of coarse-cloth, large
enough to be afoot-cloth for your magjesty's chief room of state. In the left pocket we saw ahuge silver
chest, with acover of the same metal, which we, the searchers, were not able to lift. We desired it should
be opened, and one of us stepping into it, found himself up to the mid leg in asort of dust, some part
whereof flying up to our faces set us both a sneezing for severd timestogether. In hisright
wal stcoat-pocket we found a prodigious bundle of white thin substances, folded one over another, about
the bigness of three men, tied with astrong cable, and marked with black figures; which we humbly
conceive to bewritings, every letter amost half aslarge asthe pam of our hands. In theleft therewas a
sort of engine, from the back of which were extended twenty long poles, resembling the pallisados before
your mgjesty's court: wherewith we conjecture the man-mountain combs his head; for we did not always
trouble him with questions, because we found it agreet difficulty to make him understand us. Inthelarge
pocket, on the right side of hismiddle cover" (so | trandate the word RANFUL O, by which they meant
my breeches,) "we saw a hollow pillar of iron, about the length of aman, fastened to a strong piece of



timber larger than the pillar; and upon one side of the pillar, were huge pieces of iron sticking out, cut into
strange figures, which we know not what to make of. In the left pocket, another engine of the same kind.
In the smaler pocket on the right Side, were severa round flat pieces of white and red metal, of different
bulk; some of the white, which seemed to be silver, were so large and heavy, that my comrade and |
could hardly lift them. In the left pocket were two black pillarsirregularly shaped: we could not, without
difficulty, reach the top of them, as we stood at the bottom of his pocket. One of them was covered, and
seemed all of apiece: but at the upper end of the other there appeared awhite round substance, about
twice the bigness of our heads. Within each of these was enclosed a prodigious plate of stedl; which, by
our orders, we obliged him to show us, because we apprehended they might be dangerous engines. He
took them out of their cases, and told us, that in his own country his practice was to shave his beard with
one of these, and cut his mesat with the other. There were two pockets which we could not enter: these he
cdled hisfobs, they weretwo large dits cut into the top of hismiddle cover, but squeezed close by the
pressure of hisbelly. Out of the right fob hung agrest slver chain, with awonderful kind of engine a the
bottom. We directed him to draw out whatever was at the end of that chain; which appeared to be a
globe, half slver, and half of some transparent metd; for, on the transparent side, we saw certain strange
figures circularly drawn, and though we could touch them, till we found our fingers stopped by the lucid
substance. He put this engine into our ears, which made an incessant noisg, like that of awater-mill: and
we conjectureit is either some unknown anima, or the god that he worships; but we are more inclined to
the latter opinion, because he assured us, (if we understood him right, for he expressed himsdlf very
imperfectly) that he seldom did any thing without consulting it. He caled it his oracle, and said, it pointed
out thetime for every action of hislife. From the |eft fob he took out anet aimost large enough for a
fisherman, but contrived to open and shut like apurse, and served him for the same use; we found therein
severd massy pieces of yellow metd, which, if they berea gold, must be of immense vaue.

"Having thus, in obedience to your majesty's commands, diligently searched dl his pockets, we
observed agirdle about hiswaist made of the hide of some prodigious animd, from which, on the left
sde, hung asword of the length of five men; and on theright, abag or pouch divided into two cdlls, each
cell capable of holding three of your majesty's subjects. In one of these cells were several globes, or
balls, of amost ponderous metal, about the bigness of our heads, and requiring a strong hand to lift them:
the other cell contained ahegp of certain black grains, but of no great bulk or weight, for we could hold
abovefifty of theminthe palms of our hands.

"Thisisan exact inventory of what we found about the body of the man-mountain, who used uswith
great civility, and due respect to your magjesty's commission. Signed and sealed on the fourth day of the
eghty-ninth moon of your mgesty’'s auspicious reign.

CLEFRIN FRELOCK, MARSI FRELOCK."

When thisinventory was read over to the emperor, he directed me, dthough in very gentle terms, to
deliver up the severa particulars. Hefirst called for my scimitar, which | took out, scabbard and dll. In
the mean time he ordered three thousand of his choicest troops (who then attended him) to surround me
at adistance, with their bows and arrows just ready to discharge; but | did not observeit, for mine eyes
were whally fixed upon his mgesty. He then desired me to draw my scimitar, which, although it had got
somerust by the seawater, was, in most parts, exceeding bright. | did so, and immediately al the troops
gave a shout between terror and surprise; for the sun shone clear, and the reflection dazzled their eyes, as
| waved the scimitar to and fro in my hand. His mgesty, who isamost magnanimous prince, was less
daunted than | could expect: he ordered meto return it into the scabbard, and cast it on the ground as
gently as| could, about six feet from the end of my chain. The next thing he demanded was one of the
hollow iron pillars; by which he meant my pocket pistols. | drew it out, and a hisdesire, aswell as|
could, expressed to him the use of it; and charging it only with powder, which, by the closeness of my
pouch, happened to escape wetting in the sea (an inconvenience againgt which al prudent marinerstake
special careto provide,) | first cautioned the emperor not to be afraid, and then | let it off intheair. The
astonishment here was much greater than a the sight of my scimitar. Hundreds fell down asif they had
been struck dead; and even the emperor, dthough he stood his ground, could not recover himsdlf for
sometime. | delivered up both my pistolsin the same manner as| had done my scimitar, and then my



pouch of powder and bullets, begging him that the former might be kept from fire, for it would kindle with
the smdlest spark, and blow up hisimperid paaceinto theair. | likewise delivered up my watch, which
the emperor was very curious to see, and commanded two of histallest yeomen of the guardsto bear it
on apole upon their shoulders, as draymen in England do abarrel of de. He was amazed at the continual
noise it made, and the motion of the minute-hand, which he could easily discern; for their sght ismuch
more acute than ours. he asked the opinions of hislearned men about it, which were various and remote,
asthe reader may well imagine without my repeating; although indeed | could not very perfectly
understand them. | then gave up my silver and copper money, my purse, with nine large pieces of gold,
and some smdller ones; my knife and razor, my comb and silver snuff-box, my handkerchief and
journa-book. My scimitar, pistols, and pouch, were conveyed in carriagesto his mgjesty's stores; but the
rest of my goods were returned me.

| had as | before observed, one private pocket, which escaped their search, wherein there was apair
of spectacles (which | sometimes use for the weakness of mine eyes,) apocket perspective, and some
other little conveniences; which, being of no consequence to the emperor, | did not think mysdlf bound in
honour to discover, and | apprehended they might be lost or spoiled if | ventured them out of my

possession.

PART |.CHAPTERIII.

[The author divertsthe emperor, and his nobility of both sexes, in avery uncommon manner. The
diversonsof the court of Lilliput described. The author has hisliberty granted him upon certain
conditions]

M 'y gentleness and good behaviour had gained so far on the emperor and his court, and indeed
upon the army and peoplein generd, that | began to conceive hopes of getting my liberty in ashort time.
| took all possible methods to cultivate thisfavourable disposition. The natives came, by degrees, to be
less gpprehensive of any danger from me. | would sometimeslie down, and let five or Six of them dance
on my hand; and at |ast the boys and girls would venture to come and play at hide-and-seek in my hair. |
had now made a good progress in understanding and speaking the language. The emperor had amind
one day to entertain me with severa of the country shows, wherein they exceed dl nations | have known,
both for dexterity and magnificence. | was diverted with none so much asthat of the rope-dancers,
performed upon adender white thread, extended about two feet, and twelve inches from the ground.
Upon which | shall desireliberty, with the reader's patience, to enlarge alittle.

Thisdiversonisonly practised by those persons who are candidates for great employments, and high
favour at court. They aretrained in this art from their youth, and are not dways of noble birth, or liberd
education. When agrest officeis vacant, either by deeth or disgrace (which often happens,) five or six of
those candidates petition the emperor to entertain his majesty and the court with a dance on the rope;
and whoever jumps the highest, without falling, succeedsin the office. Very often the chief ministers
themselves are commanded to show their skill, and to convince the emperor that they have not lost their
faculty. Himnap, the treasurer, is alowed to cut acaper on the straight rope, at least an inch higher than
any other lord in the whole empire. | have seen him do the summerset severd timestogether, upon a
trencher fixed on arope which is no thicker than acommon pack-thread in England. My friend Reldresal,
principa secretary for private affairs, is, in my opinion, if I am not partia, the second after the treasurer;
the rest of the grest officers are much upon a par.

These diversions are often attended with fatal accidents, whereof great numbers are on record. |
myself have seen two or three candidates break alimb. But the danger is much grester, when the
ministers themsalves are commanded to show their dexterity; for, by contending to excel themselves and



their fellows, they strain so far that there is hardly one of them who has not received afdl, and some of
them two or three. | was assured that, ayear or two before my arrival, Flimnap would infadlibly have
broke his neck, if one of the king's cushions, that accidentaly lay on the ground, had not weakened the
force of hisfdl.

Thereislikewise another diverson, which isonly shown before the emperor and empress, and first
minister, upon particular occasions. The emperor lays on the table three fine silken threads of six inches
long; oneisblue, the other red, and the third green. These threads are proposed as prizes for those
persons whom the emperor has amind to distinguish by a peculiar mark of hisfavour. The ceremony is
performed in hismgjesty's great chamber of state, where the candidates are to undergo atria of dexterity
very different from the former, and such as| have not observed the least resemblance of in any other
country of the new or old world. The emperor holdsa stick in his hands, both ends paralé to the
horizon, while the candidates advancing, one by one, sometimes legp over the stick, sometimes creep
under it, backward and forward, severd times, according asthe stick is advanced or depressed.
Sometimes the emperor holds one end of the stick, and hisfirst minister the other; sometimes the minister
hasit entirdly to himsdf. Whoever performs his part with most agility, and holds out the longest in legping
and creeping, is rewarded with the blue-coloured silk; the red is given to the next, and the green to the
third, which they al wear girt twice round about the middle; and you see few great persons about this
court who are not adorned with one of these girdles.

The horses of the army, and those of the royal stables, having been daily led before me, were no
longer shy, but would come up to my very feet without starting. The riderswould legp them over my
hand, as| held it on the ground; and one of the emperor's huntsmen, upon alarge courser, took my foot,
shoe and dl; which wasindeed aprodigious leap. | had the good fortune to divert the emperor one day
after avery extraordinary manner. | desired he would order severa sticks of two feet high, and the
thickness of an ordinary cane, to be brought me; whereupon his mgesty commanded the master of his
woodsto give directions accordingly; and the next morning six woodmen arrived with as many carriages,
drawn by eight horsesto each. | took nine of these sticks, and fixing them firmly in theground ina
quadrangular figure, two feet and ahalf square, 1 took four other sticks, and tied them paralé at each
corner, about two feet from the ground; then | fastened my handkerchief to the nine sticksthat stood
erect; and extended it on al sdes, till it wastight asthe top of adrum; and the four pardld sticks, rising
about five inches higher than the handkerchief, served asledges on each sde. When | had finished my
work, | desired the emperor to let atroop of his best horses twenty-four in number, come and exercise
upon this plain. His mgjesty approved of the proposal, and | took them up, one by one, in my hands,
ready mounted and armed, with the proper officersto exercise them. As soon asthey got into order they
divided into two parties, performed mock skirmishes, discharged blunt arrows, drew their swords, fled
and pursued, attacked and retired, and in short discovered the best military discipline | ever beheld. The
parale gticks secured them and their horses from falling over the stage; and the emperor was so much
delighted, that he ordered this entertainment to be repeated severd days, and once was pleased to be
lifted up and give the word of command; and with greet difficulty persuaded even the empress hersdlf to
let me hold her in her close chair within two yards of the stage, when she was able to take afull view of
the whole performance. It was my good fortune, that no ill accident happened in these entertainments,
only once afiery horse, that belonged to one of the captains, pawing with his hoof, struck aholein my
handkerchief, and hisfoot dipping, he overthrew hisrider and himsdlf; but | immediately rlieved them
both, and covering the hole with one hand, | set down the troop with the other, in the same manner as|
took them up. The horse that fell was strained in the left shoulder, but the rider got no hurt; and | repaired
my handkerchief aswel as| could: however, | would not trust to the strength of it any more, in such
dangerous enterprises.

About two or three days before | was set at liberty, as | was entertaining the court with thiskind of
feat, there arrived an express to inform his mgjesty, that some of his subjects, riding near the place where
| wasfirst taken up, had seen agreat black substance lying on the around, very oddly shaped, extending
its edges round, as wide as his mgesty's bedchamber, and rising up in the middle as high asaman,; that it
was no living creature, asthey at first gpprehended, for it lay on the grass without motion; and some of



them had walked round it severa times; that, by mounting upon each other's shoulders, they had got to
the top, which wasflat and even, and, ssamping upon it, they found that it was hollow within; that they
humbly concelved it might be something bel onging to the man-mountain; and if his mgesty pleased, they
would undertake to bring it with only five horses. | presently knew what they meant, and was glad at
heart to recalve thisintelligence. It seems, upon my first reaching the shore after our shipwreck, | wasin
such confusion, that before | came to the place where | went to deep, my hat, which | had fastened with
asgtring to my head while | was rowing, and had stuck on dl thetime | was svimming, fdll off after | came
to land; the string, as | conjecture, breaking by some accident, which | never observed, but thought my
hat had been lost at sea. | entreated hisimperia magjesty to give ordersit might be brought to me as soon
as possible, describing to him the use and the nature of it: and the next day the waggoners arrived withit,
but not in avery good condition; they had bored two holesin the brim, within an inch and half of the
edge, and fastened two hooksin the holes; these hooks were tied by along cord to the harness, and thus
my hat was dragged along for above haf an English mile; but, the ground in that country being extremely
smooth and leve, it received less damage than | expected.

Two days after this adventure, the emperor, having ordered that part of hisarmy which quartersin
and about his metropolis, to bein readiness, took afancy of diverting himself in avery sngular manner.
Hedesired | would stand like a Colossus, with my legs asfar asunder as | conveniently could. He then
commanded his genera (who was an old experienced leader, and agreat patron of mine) to draw up the
troopsin close order, and march them under me; the foot by twenty-four abreast, and the horse by
sixteen, with drums beating, coloursflying, and pikes advanced. This body consisted of three thousand
foot, and athousand horse. His mgesty gave orders, upon pain of degth, that every soldier in hismarch
should observe the strictest decency with regard to my person; which however could not prevent some
of the younger officers from turning up their eyes asthey passed under me: and, to confessthe truth, my
breecheswere a that timein soill acondition, that they afforded some opportunitiesfor laughter and
admiration.

| had sent so many memoriads and petitions for my liberty, that his mgesty at length mentioned the
matter, first in the cabinet, and then in afull council; where it was opposed by none, except Skyresh
Bolgolam, who was pleased, without any provocation, to be my morta enemy. But it was carried against
him by the whole board, and confirmed by the emperor. That minister was GALBET, or admird of the
realm, very much in his master's confidence, and a person well versed in affairs, but of amorose and sour
complexion. However, he was at length persuaded to comply; but prevailed that the articles and
conditions upon which | should be set free, and to which | must swear, should be drawn up by himsalf.
These articles were brought to me by Skyresh Bolgolam in person attended by two under-secretaries,
and several persons of distinction. After they were read, | was demanded to swear to the performance of
them; first in the manner of my own country, and afterwardsin the method prescribed by their laws,
which was, to hold my right foot in my left hand, and to place the middle finger of my right hand on the
crown of my head, and my thumb on thetip of my right ear. But because the reader may be curiousto
have some idea of the style and manner of expression peculiar to that people, aswell asto know the
article upon which | recovered my liberty, | have made atrandation of the whole instrument, word for
word, as near as| was able, which | here offer to the public.

"Golbasto Momarem Evliame Gurdilo Shefin Mully Ully Gue, most mighty Emperor of Lilliput, delight
and terror of the universe, whose dominions extend five thousand BLUSTRUGS (about twelve milesin
circumference) to the extremities of the globe; monarch of al monarchs, taler than the sons of men;
whose feet press down to the centre, and whose head strikes againgt the sun; at whose nod the princes
of the earth shake their knees; pleasant as the spring, comfortable as the summer, fruitful as autumn,
dreadful aswinter: hismost sublime mgesty proposes to the man-mountain, lately arrived at our celestiad
dominions, the following articles, which, by a solemn oath, he shdl be obliged to perform:--

"1st, The man-mountain shal not depart from our dominions, without our license under our great sedl.

"2d, He shdl not presume to come into our metropolis, without our express order; a which time, the
inhabitants shal have two hours warning to keep within doors.

"3d, The said man-mountain shal confine hiswalksto our principa high roads, and not offer to walk,



or liedown, in ameadow or field of corn.

"4th, As he walks the said roads, he shall take the utmost care not to trample upon the bodies of any
of our loving subjects, their horses, or carriages, nor take any of our subjectsinto his hands without their
own consent.

"Bth, If an express requires extraordinary despatch, the man-mountain shall be obliged to carry, in his
pocket, the messenger and horse asix daysjourney, once in every moon, and return the said messenger
back (if so required) safe to our imperial presence.

"6th, He shdl be our aly against our enemiesin theidand of Blefuscu, and do his utmost to destroy
their fleet, which isnow preparing to invade us.

"7th, That the said man-mountain shdl, a histimes of leisure, be aiding and assisting to our workmen,
in helping to raise certain great stones, towards covering thewall of the principal park, and other our
royd buildings

"8th, That the said man-mountain shdl, in two moons time, ddliver in an exact survey of the
circumference of our dominions, by acomputation of his own pacesround the coast.

"Ladtly, That, upon his solemn oath to observe dl the above articles, the said man-mountain shdl have
adaily alowance of meat and drink sufficient for the support of 1724 of our subjects, with free accessto
our roya person, and other marks of our favour. Given at our palace a Belfaborac, the twelfth day of the
ninety-first moon of our reign.”

| swore and subscribed to these articles with great cheerfulness and content, athough some of them
were not o honourable as | could have wished; which proceeded wholly from the malice of Skyresh
Bolgolam, the high-admird: whereupon my chainswereimmediately unlocked, and | wasat full liberty.
The emperor himself, in person, did me the honour to be by &t the whole ceremony. | made my
acknowledgements by prostrating mysdlf a his majesty's feet: but he commanded meto rise; and after
many gracious expressions, which, to avoid the censure of vanity, | shal not repest, he added, "that he
hoped | should prove auseful servant, and well deserve al the favours he had already conferred upon
me, or might do for the future.”

The reader may please to observe, that, in the last article of the recovery of my liberty, the emperor
dipulatesto dlow me aquantity of meat and drink sufficient for the support of 1724 Lilliputians. Some
time after, asking afriend at court how they cameto fix on that determinate number, he told methat his
magesty's mathematicians, having taken the height of my body by the help of aquadrant, and finding it to
exceed theirsin the proportion of twelve to one, they concluded from the smilarity of their bodies, that
mine must contain at least 1724 of theirs, and consequently would require as much food aswas
necessary to support that number of Lilliputians. By which the reader may conceive an idea of the
ingenuity of that people, aswell asthe prudent and exact economy of so great a prince.

PART I.CHAPTERIV.

[Mildendo, the metropolis of Lilliput, described, together with the emperor's palace. A conversation
between the author and a principa secretary, concerning the affairs of that empire. The author's offersto
serve the emperor in hiswars]

T hefirst request | made, after | had obtained my liberty, was, that | might have license to see
Mildendo, the metropalis; which the emperor easily granted me, but with aspecid charge to do no hurt
ether to theinhabitants or their houses. The people had notice, by proclamation, of my design to visit the
town. Thewall which encompassed it istwo feet and ahalf high, and at least eleven inches broad, so that
acoach and horses may be driven very safely round it; and it is flanked with strong towers at ten feet
distance. | stepped over the great western gate, and passed very gently, and sidling, through the two



principa streets, only in my short waistcoat, for fear of damaging the roofs and eaves of the houseswith
the skirtsof my coat. | walked with the utmost circumspection, to avoid treading on any stragglers who
might remain in the streets, athough the orders were very dtrict, that al people should keep in their
houses, at their own peril. The garret windows and tops of houses were so crowded with spectators, that
| thought inal my travels| had not seen amore populous place. The city isan exact square, each sde of
thewall being five hundred feet long. Thetwo great streets, which run across and divideit into four
quarters, are five feet wide. Thelanesand aleys, which | could not enter, but only view them as | passed,
arefrom twelve to eighteen inches. Thetown is cgpable of holding five hundred thousand souls: the
houses are from three to five stories: the shops and markets well provided.

The emperor's palaceisin the centre of the city where the two great streets mest. It isenclosed by a
wall of two feet high, and twenty feet distance from the buildings. | had his mgesty's permisson to step
over thiswall; and, the space being so wide between that and the palace, | could easily view it on every
side. The outward court isa square of forty feet, and includes two other courts. in the inmogt are the
roya gpartments, which | wasvery desirousto see, but found it extremely difficult; for the greet gates,
from one square into another, were but e ghteen inches high, and seven inches wide. Now the buildings of
the outer court were at least five feet high, and it was impossible for me to stride over them without
infinite damage to the pile, though the walls were strongly built of hewn stone, and four inchesthick. At
the same time the emperor had agreat desire that | should see the magnificence of his paace; but this|
was not ableto do till three days after, which | spent in cutting down with my knife some of the largest
treesin theroya park, about a hundred yards distant from the city. Of these trees | made two stools,
each about three feet high, and strong enough to bear my weight. The people having received notice a
second time, | went again through the city to the palace with my two stoolsin my hands. When | cameto
the side of the outer court, | stood upon one stool, and took the other in my hand; this| lifted over the
roof, and gently set it down on the space between the first and second court, which was eight feet wide. |
then stept over the building very conveniently from one stoal to the other, and drew up the first after me
with ahooked gtick. By this contrivance | got into the inmost court; and, lying down upon my side, |
applied my face to the windows of the middle stories, which were left open on purpose, and discovered
the most splendid apartments that can beimagined. There| saw the empress and the young princes, in
their severd lodgings, with their chief attendants about them. Her imperiad mgesty was pleased to smile
very graciously upon me, and gave me out of the window her hand to kiss.

But | shall not anticipate the reader with further descriptions of thiskind, because | reserve them for a
greater work, which isnow amost ready for the press, containing agenera description of thisempire,
fromitsfirg erection, through along series of princes; with a particular account of their wars and politics,
laws, learning, and rdligion; their plants and animdlss; their peculiar manners and customs, with other
matters very curious and useful; my chief design at present being only to rel ate such events and
transactions as happened to the public or to mysdlf during aresidence of about nine monthsin that
empire,

One morning, about afortnight after | had obtained my liberty, Reldresdl, principa secretary (asthey
style him) for private affairs, came to my house attended only by one servant. He ordered his coach to
wait at adistance, and desired | would give him an hours audience; which | readily consented to, on
account of his quaity and persona merits, aswell as of the many good offices he had done me during my
solicitations at court. | offered to lie down that he might the more conveniently reach my ear, but he chose
rather to let me hold him in my hand during our conversation. He began with compliments on my liberty;
said "he might pretend to some merit init;" but, however, added, "that if it had not been for the present
Stuation of things at court, perhaps| might not have obtained it so soon. For," said he, "asflourishing a
condition aswe may appear to bein to foreigners, we labour under two mighty evils: aviolent faction at
home, and the danger of an invasion, by amost potent enemy, from abroad. Asto thefirgt, you areto
understand, that for about seventy moons past there have been two struggling partiesin thisempire,
under the names of TRAMECK SAN and SLAMECK SAN, from the high and low heels of their shoes,
by which they distinguish themsealves. It isaleged, indeed, that the high hedls are most agreegbleto our
ancient condtitution; but, however this be, his mgesty has determined to make use only of low hedsinthe



adminigtration of the government, and dl officesin the gift of the crown, as you cannot but observe; and
particularly that his mgesty'simperia hedsarelower at least by aDRURR than any of his court
(DRURR isameasure about the fourteenth part of an inch). The animosities between these two parties
run so high, that they will neither eat, nor drink, nor talk with each other. We compute the
TRAMECKSAN, or high hedls, to exceed us in number; but the power iswholly on our sde. We
apprehend hisimperia highness, the heir to the crown, to have some tendency towardsthe high hedls; at
least we can plainly discover that one of hishedsis higher than the other, which gives him ahobblein his
gait. Now, inthe midst of these intestine disquiets, we are threatened with an invasion from theidand of
Blefuscu, which isthe other great empire of the universe, dmost aslarge and powerful asthisof his
majesty. For asto what we have heard you affirm, that there are other kingdoms and statesin the world
inhabited by human creatures aslarge as yourself, our philosophers are in much doubt, and would rather
conjecture that you dropped from the moon, or one of the stars; becauseit is certain, that a hundred
mortasof your bulk would in ashort time destroy dl the fruits and cattle of his mgesty's dominions:
besides, our histories of six thousand moons make no mention of any other regions than the two great
empires of Lilliput and Blefuscu. Which two mighty powers have, as| was going to tell you, been
engaged in amost obstinate war for six-and-thirty moons past. It began upon the following occasion. Itis
alowed on dl hands, that the primitive way of breaking eggs, before we eat them, was upon the larger
end; but his present mgesty's grandfather, while he was aboy, going to eat an egg, and bresking it
according to the ancient practice, happened to cut one of hisfingers. Whereupon the emperor hisfather
published an edict, commanding al his subjects, upon great pendties, to break the smaler end of their
eggs. The people so highly resented thislaw, that our historiestell us, there have been six rebdlions
raised on that account; wherein one emperor lost hislife, and another his crown. These civil commotions
were congtantly fomented by the monarchs of Blefuscu; and when they were quelled, the exiles dways
fled for refuge to that empire. It is computed that € even thousand persons have at severa times suffered
death, rather than submit to break their eggs at the smaler end. Many hundred large volumes have been
published upon this controversy: but the books of the Big-endians have been long forbidden, and the
whole party rendered incapable by law of holding employments. During the course of these troubles, the
emperors of Blefuscadid frequently expostulate by their ambassadors, accusing us of making aschismin
religion, by offending againgt afundamenta doctrine of our greet prophet Lustrog, in thefifty-fourth
chapter of the Blundecrd (whichistheir Alcoran). This, however, isthought to be amere strain upon the
text; for the words are these: 'that dl true believers break their eggs at the convenient end.

And which isthe convenient end, seems, in my humble opinion to be left to every man's conscience,
or a least in the power of the chief magistrate to determine. Now, the Big-endian exiles have found so
much credit in the emperor of Blefuscu's court, and so much private assistance and encouragement from
their party here at home, that abloody war has been carried on between the two empires for
six-and-thirty moons, with various success; during which time we have lost forty capital ships, and a
much agreater number of smaller vessals, together with thirty thousand of our best seamen and soldiers;
and the damage received by the enemy isreckoned to be somewhat greater than ours. However, they
have now equipped a numerousflegt, and are just preparing to make a descent upon us; and hisimperia
majesty, placing great confidence in your valour and strength, has commanded meto lay this account of
hisaffairs beforeyou.”

| desired the secretary to present my humble duty to the emperor; and to let him know, “that | thought
it would not become me, who was aforeigner, to interfere with parties; but | was ready, with the hazard
of my life, to defend his person and Sate againg dl invaders.”

PART |.CHAPTER V.



[The author, by an extraordinary stratagem, prevents aninvason. A high title of honour is conferred
upon him. Ambassadors arrive from the emperor of Blefuscu, and sue for peace. The empresss
gpartment on fire by an accident; the author instrumentd in saving the rest of the palace)]

T heempire of Blefuscuisanisand situated to the north-east of Lilliput, from which it is parted only
by achannd of eight hundred yardswide. | had not yet seen it, and upon this notice of an intended
invasion, | avoided appearing on that side of the coast, for fear of being discovered, by some of the
enemy's ships, who had received no intelligence of me; dl intercourse between the two empires having
been drictly forbidden during the war, upon pain of desth, and an embargo laid by our emperor upon al
vesselswhatsoever. | communicated to hismgjesty aproject | had formed of seizing the enemy'swhole
fleet; which, as our scouts assured us, lay at anchor in the harbour, ready to sail with thefirst fair wind. |
consulted the most experienced seamen upon the depth of the channel, which they had often plumbed;
who told me, that in the middle, a high-water, it was seventy GLUMGL UFFS deep, which is about Six
feet of European measure; and therest of it fifty GLUMGLUFFS a mogt. | walked towards the
north-east coast, over againgt Blefuscu, where, lying down behind ahillock, | took out my small
perspective glass, and viewed the enemy's fleet at anchor, conssting of about fifty men of war, and a
great number of transports: | then came back to my house, and gave orders (for which | had awarrant)
for agreat quantity of the strongest cable and bars of iron. The cable was about asthick as packthread
and the bars of the length and size of aknitting-needle. | trebled the cable to make it stronger, and for the
same reason | twisted three of the iron bars together, bending the extremitiesinto ahook. Having thus
fixed fifty hooksto as many cables, | went back to the north-east coast, and putting off my coat, shoes,
and stockings, walked into the sea, in my lesthern jerkin, about half an hour before high water. | waded
with what hagte | could, and swam in the middle about thirty yards, till | felt ground. | arrived at the fleet
inlessthan haf an hour. The enemy was so frightened when they saw me, that they leaped out of their
ships, and swam to shore, where there could not be fewer than thirty thousand souls. | then took my
tackling, and, fastening ahook to the hole at the prow of each, | tied al the cords together at the end.
While | wasthus employed, the enemy discharged severd thousand arrows, many of which stuck in my
hands and face, and, beside the excessive smart, gave me much disturbance in my work. My greatest
gpprehension was for mine eyes, which | should haveinfdlibly log, if | had not suddenly thought of an
expedient. | kept, among other little necessaries, apair of spectaclesin a private pocket, which, as|
observed before, had escaped the emperor's searchers. These | took out and fastened as strongly as|
could upon my nose, and thus armed, went on boldly with my work, in spite of the enemy's arrows, many
of which struck againgt the glasses of my spectacles, but without any other effect, further than alittleto
discompose them. | had now fastened al the hooks, and, taking the knot in my hand, began to pull; but
not aship would stir, for they were al too fast held by their anchors, so that the boldest part of my
enterprise remained. | therefore let go the cord, and leaving the looks fixed to the ships, | resolutely cut
with my knife the cables that fastened the anchors, receiving about two hundred shotsin my face and
hands; then | took up the knotted end of the cables, to which my hooks weretied, and with grest ease
drew fifty of the enemy'slargest men of war after me.

The Blefuscudians, who had not the least imagination of what | intended, were at first confounded
with astonishment. They had seen me cut the cables, and thought my design was only to let the shipsrun
adrift or fal foul on each other: but when they perceived the whole fleet moving in order, and saw me
pulling at the end, they set up such ascream of grief and despair asit isalmost impossible to describe or
conceive. When | had got out of danger, | stopped awhile to pick out the arrowsthat stuck in my hands
and face; and rubbed on some of the same ointment that was given me at my first arrivd, as| have
formerly mentioned. | then took off my spectacles, and waiting about an hour, till the tidewas alittle
fdlen, | waded through the middle with my cargo, and arrived safe at the roya port of Lilliput.

The emperor and hiswhole court stood on the shore, expecting the issue of this great adventure. They
saw the ships move forward in alarge haf-moon, but could not discern me, who was up to my breast in
water. When | advanced to the middle of the channdl, they were yet morein pain, because | was under



water to my neck. The emperor concluded me to be drowned, and that the enemy's fleet was
gpproaching in ahostile manner: but he was soon eased of hisfears; for the channd growing shalower
every sep | made, | camein ashort time within hearing, and holding up the end of the cable, by which
the fleet wasfastened, | cried in aloud voice, "Long live the most puissant king of Lilliput!" Thisgresat
prince received me a my landing with al possble encomiums, and created me aNARDAC upon the
gpot, which isthe highest title of honour among them.

His maesty desired | would take some other opportunity of bringing al the rest of his enemy's ships
into his ports. And so unmeasuresbleis the ambition of princes, that he seemed to think of nothing less
than reducing the whole empire of Blefuscu into aprovince, and governing it, by aviceroy; of destroying
the Big-endian exiles, and compelling that people to bresk the smadler end of their eggs, by which he
would remain the sole monarch of the whole world. But | endeavoured to divert him from thisdesign, by
many arguments drawn from the topics of policy aswell asjudtice; and | plainly protested, "that | would
never be an instrument of bringing afree and brave peopleinto davery.” And, when the matter was
debated in council, the wisest part of the ministry were of my opinion.

This open bold declaration of mine was so opposite to the schemes and politics of hisimperia
majesty, that he could never forgive me. He mentioned it in avery artful manner a council, where | was
told that some of the wisest gppeared, at least by their silence, to be of my opinion; but others, who were
my secret enemies, could not forbear some expressions which, by aside-wind, reflected on me. And
from thistime began an intrigue between his mgesty and ajunto of ministers, mdicioudy bent against me,
which broke out in less than two months, and had like to have ended in my utter destruction. Of so little
weight are the grestest servicesto princes, when put into the balance with arefusdl to gratify their
passions.

About three weeks after this explait, there arrived a solemn embassy from Blefuscu, with humble
offers of a peace, which was soon concluded, upon conditions very advantageous to our emperor,
wherewith | shall not trouble the reader. There were six ambassadors, with atrain of about five hundred
persons, and their entry was very magnificent, suitable to the grandeur of their master, and the importance
of their business. When their tresty was finished, wherein | did them severa good offices by the credit |
now had, or at least gppeared to have, at court, their excellencies, who were privately told how much |
had been their friend, made me avist in form. They began with many compliments upon my vaour and
generosity, invited meto that kingdom in the emperor their master's name, and desired me to show them
some proofs of my prodigious strength, of which they had heard so many wonders, wherein | readily
obliged them, but shall not trouble the reader with the particulars.

When | had for some time entertained their excellencies, to their infinite satisfaction and surprise, |
desired they would do me the honour to present my most humble respects to the emperor their master,
the renown of whose virtues had so justly filled the whole world with admiration, and whose roya person
| resolved to attend, before | returned to my own country. Accordingly, the next time | had the honour to
see our emperor, | desired hisgenerd license to wait on the Blefuscudian monarch, which hewas
pleased to grant me, as| could perceive, in avery cold manner; but could not guess the reason, till | had
awhisper from acertain person, "that FHimnap and Bolgolam had represented my intercourse with those
ambassadors as amark of disaffection;” from which | am sure my heart was wholly free. And thiswas
thefirst time | began to conceive some imperfect idea of courts and ministers.

It isto be observed, that these ambassadors spoke to me, by an interpreter, the languages of both
empires differing as much from each other as any two in Europe, and each nation priding itself upon the
antiquity, beauty, and energy of their own tongue, with an avowed contempt for that of their neighbour;
yet our emperor, standing upon the advantage he had got by the seizure of their fleet, obliged them to
deliver their credentids, and make their speech, in the Lilliputian tongue. And it must be confessed, that
from the great intercourse of trade and commerce between both realms, from the continua reception of
exileswhich ismutua among them, and from the custom, in each empire, to send their young nobility and
richer gentry to the other, in order to polish themsdlves by seeing the world, and understanding men and
manner's, there are few persons of digtinction, or merchants, or seamen, who dwell in the maritime parts,
but what can hold conversation in both tongues; as| found some weeks after, when | went to pay my



respectsto the emperor of Blefuscu, which, in the midst of great misfortunes, through the malice of my
enemies, proved avery happy adventureto me, as| shdl relatein its proper place.

The reader may remember, that when | Signed those articles upon which | recovered my liberty, there
were somewhich | didiked, upon account of their being too servile; neither could anything but an
extreme necessity have forced me to submit. But being now aNARDAC of the highest rank in that
empire, such offices were looked upon as below my dignity, and the emperor (to do him justice), never
once mentioned them to me. However, it was not long before | had an opportunity of doing his magjesty,
at least as| then thought, amost signal service. | was aarmed a midnight with the cries of many hundred
people a my door; by which, being suddenly awaked, | wasin some kind of terror. | heard the word
BURGLUM repested incessantly: severd of the emperor's court, making their way through the crowd,
entreated me to come immediately to the palace, where her imperia mgesty's apartment was onfire, by
the carelessness of amaid of honour, who fell adeep while she was reading aromance. | got up in an
ingtant; and orders being given to clear the way before me, and it being likewise amoonshine night, |
made a shift to get to the palace without trampling on any of the people. | found they had aready applied
laddersto the walls of the apartment, and were well provided with buckets, but the water was at some
distance. These buckets were about the size of large thimbles, and the poor people supplied me with
them asfast asthey could: but the flame was so violent that they did little good. | might easily have stifled
it with my coat, which | unfortunately left behind me for haste, and came away only in my leathern jerkin.
The case seemed wholly desperate and deplorable; and this magnificent palace would have infalibly been
burnt down to the ground, if, by a presence of mind unusua to me, | had not suddenly thought of an
expedient. | had, the evening before, drunk plentifully of amost deliciouswine caled GLIMIGRIM, (the
Blefuscudians call it FLUNEC, but oursis esteemed the better sort,) which isvery diuretic. By the
luckiest chance in theworld, | had not discharged myself of any part of it. The heat | had contracted by
coming very near the flames, and by labouring to quench them, made the wine begin to operate by urine;
which | voided in such aquantity, and applied so well to the proper places, that in three minutesthe fire
was wholly extinguished, and the rest of that noble pile, which had cost so many agesin erecting,
preserved from destruction.

It was now day-light, and | returned to my house without waiting to congratul ate with the emperor:
because, dthough | had done avery eminent piece of service, yet | could not tell how his magesty might
resent the manner by which | had performed it: for, by the fundamentd laws of theredm, it iscapitd in
any person, of what quality soever, to make water within the precincts of the palace. But | wasalittle
comforted by amessage from hismagjesty, "that he would give ordersto the grand justiciary for passing
my pardon in form:" which, however, | could not obtain; and | was privately assured, "that the empress,
concelving the greatest abhorrence of what | had done, removed to the most distant side of the court,
firmly resolved that those buildings should never be repaired for her use: and, in the presence of her chief
confidents could not forbear vowing revenge.”

PART |.CHAPTERVI.

[Of theinhabitants of Lilliput; their learning, laws, and customs; the manner of educating their
children. The author'sway of living in that country. Hisvindication of agrest lady.]

A Ithough | intend to leave the description of thisempireto aparticular tregtise, yet, in the mean time,
| am content to gratify the curious reader with some generd ideas. Asthe common size of the nativesis
somewhat under six inches high, so thereisan exact proportion in al other animals, aswell as plantsand
trees: for instance, the tallest horses and oxen are between four and five inchesin height, the sheep an
inch and haf, more or less: their geese about the bigness of a sparrow, and so the several gradations



downwardstill you cometo the smdlest, which to my sight, were dmost invisible; but nature has adapted
the eyes of the Lilliputiansto al objects proper for their view: they see with great exactness, but at no
great distance. And, to show the sharpness of their sight towards objectsthat are near, | have been much
pleased with observing acook pulling alark, which was not so large as acommon fly; and ayoung girl
threading an invisble needlewith invisble slk. Ther tallest trees are about seven feet high: | mean some
of thosein the great roya park, the topswhereof | could but just reach with my fist clenched. The other
vegetables are in the same proportion; but this| leave to the reader's imagination.

| shall say but little at present of their learning, which, for many ages, hasflourished in al its branches
among them: but their manner of writing isvery peculiar, being neither from the left to theright, like the
Europeans, nor from the right to the lft, like the Arabians, nor from up to down, like the Chinese, but
adant, from one corner of the paper to the other, like ladiesin England.

They bury their dead with their heads directly downward, because they hold an opinion, that in eleven
thousand moonsthey are dl to rise again; in which period the earth (which they conceive to beflat) will
turn upside down, and by this meansthey shdl, a their resurrection, be found ready standing on their
feet. Thelearned among them confess the absurdity of this doctrine; but the practice till continues, in
complianceto thevulgar.

There are some laws and customsin thisempire very peculiar; and if they were not so directly
contrary to those of my own dear country, | should be tempted to say alittlein their justification. It isonly
to be wished they were aswell executed. Thefirgt | shal mention, relatesto informers. All crimes against
the state, are punished here with the utmost severity; but, if the person accused makes hisinnocence
plainly to gppear upon histrid, the accuser isimmediately put to an ignominious death; and out of his
goods or lands the innocent person is quadruply recompensed for the loss of histime, for the danger he
underwent, for the hardship of hisimprisonment, and for al the charges he has been at in making his
defence; or, if that fund be deficient, it islargely supplied by the crown. The emperor aso conferson him
some public mark of hisfavour, and proclamation is made of hisinnocence through the whole city.

They look upon fraud as agreater crime than theft, and therefore seldom fail to punish it with death;
for they dlege, that care and vigilance, with avery common understanding, may preserve aman's goods
from thieves, but honesty has no defence againgt superior cunning; and, sSinceit is necessary that there
should be aperpetud intercourse of buying and salling, and dedling upon credit, where fraud is permitted
and connived at, or has no law to punish it, the honest dedler is dways undone, and the knave getsthe
advantage. | remember, when | was once interceding with the emperor for acrimina who had wronged
his master of agreat sum of money, which he had received by order and ran away with; and happening
to tell hismgjesty, by way of extenuation, that it was only abreach of trust, the emperor thought it
monstrous in meto offer as adefence the greatest aggravation of the crime; and truly | had littleto say in
return, farther than the common answer, that different nations had different customs; for, | confess, | was
heartily ashamed. (2)

Although we usudly cal reward and punishment the two hinges upon which dl government turns, yet |
could never observe this maxim to be put in practice by any nation except that of Lilliput. Whoever can
there bring sufficient proof, that he has gtrictly observed the laws of his country for seventy-three moons,
has aclaim to certain privileges, according to hisqudity or condition of life, with a proportionable sum of
money out of afund appropriated for that use: he likewise acquiresthetitle of SNILPALL, or legd,
which is added to his name, but does not descend to his posterity. And these people thought it a
prodigious defect of policy among us, when | told them that our laws were enforced only by pendties,
without any mention of reward. It is upon this account that the image of Jugtice, in their courts of
judicature, isformed with Six eyes, two before, as many behind, and on each Sde one, to signify
circumspection; with abag of gold open in her right hand, and a sword sheathed in her I€ft, to show she
ismore disposed to reward than to punish.

In choosing personsfor al employments, they have more regard to good mora s than to greet abilities;
for, snce government is necessary to mankind, they believe, that the common size of human
understanding isfitted to some station or other; and that Providence never intended to make the
management of public affairsamystery to be comprehended only by afew persons of sublime genius, of



which there seldom are three born in an age: but they suppose truth, justice, temperance, and the like, to
be in every man's power; the practice of which virtues, asssted by experience and agood intention,
would quaify any man for the service of his country, except where a course of study isrequired. But they
thought the want of moral virtueswas so far from being supplied by superior endowments of the mind,
that employments could never be put into such dangerous hands as those of persons so qudified; and, at
least, that the mistakes committed by ignorance, in avirtuous disposition, would never be of such fata
consequence to the public wedl, asthe practices of aman, whose inclinations led him to be corrupt, and
who had great abilitiesto manage, to multiply, and defend his corruptions.

In like manner, the disbelief of a Divine Providence renders aman incgpable of holding any public
gation; for, since kings avow themsalvesto be the deputies of Providence, the Lilliputians think nothing
can be more absurd than for a prince to employ such men as disown the authority under which he acts.

In relating these and the following laws, | would only be understood to mean the origind ingtitutions,
and not the most scandalous corruptions, into which these people are fallen by the degenerate nature of
man. For, asto that infamous practice of acquiring great employments by dancing on the ropes, or
badges of favour and digtinction by leaping over sticks and cregping under them, the reader isto observe,
that they werefirst introduced by the grandfather of the emperor now reigning, and grew to the present
height by the gradua increase of party and faction.

Ingratitude is among them a capitad crime, aswe read it to have been in some other countries: for they
reason thus; that whoever makesill returnsto his benefactor, must needs be acommon enemy to the rest
of mankind, from whom he has received no obligation, and therefore such aman is not fit to live.,

Thelr notions relating to the duties of parents and children differ extremely from ours. For, sincethe
conjunction of male and femae isfounded upon the great law of nature, in order to propagate and
continue the species, the Lilliputians will needs have it, that men and women are joined together, like
other animals, by the motives of concupiscence; and that their tenderness towards their young proceeds
from the like naturd principle: for which reason they will never dlow that achild isunder any obligation to
hisfather for begetting him, or to hismather for bringing him into the world; which, consdering the
miseries of human life, was neither abenefit initsaf, nor intended so by his parents, whose thoughts, in
their love encounters, were otherwise employed. Upon these, and the like reasonings, their opinion s,
that parents are the last of al othersto be trusted with the education of their own children; and therefore
they have in every town public nurseries, where dl parents, except cottagers and |abourers, are obliged
to send their infants of both sexesto be reared and educated, when they come to the age of twenty
moons, a which time they are supposed to have some rudiments of docility. These schools are of severa
kinds, suited to different qualities, and both sexes. They have certain professorswell skilled in preparing
children for such acondition of life as befitsthe rank of their parents, and their own capacities, aswell as
inclinations. | shall first say something of the male nurseries, and then of thefemade.

The nurseriesfor males of noble or eminent birth, are provided with grave and learned professors,
and their severa deputies. The clothes and food of the children are plain and smple. They arebred upin
the principles of honour, justice, courage, modesty, clemency, religion, and love of their country; they are
aways employed in some business, except in the times of eating and deeping, which are very short, and
two hoursfor diversions conssting of bodily exercises. They are dressed by mentill four years of age,
and then are obliged to dress themsalves, dthough their quality be ever so gresat; and the women
attendant, who are aged proportionably to ours &t fifty, perform only the most menid offices. They are
never suffered to converse with servants, but go together in smaller or greater numbersto take their
diversions, and dwaysin the presence of aprofessor, or one of his deputies, whereby they avoid those
early bad impressions of folly and vice, to which our children are subject.

Their parents are suffered to see them only twice ayear; the visit isto last but an hour; they are
alowed to kissthe child at meeting and parting; but a professor, who aways stands by on those
occasions, will not suffer them to whisper, or use any fondling expressions, or bring any presents of toys,
sweetmests, and the like.

The pension from each family for the education and entertainment of a child, upon failure of due
payment, islevied by the emperor's officers.



The nurseries for children of ordinary gentlemen, merchants, traders, and handicrafts, are managed
proportionably after the same manner; only those designed for trades are put out gpprentices at eleven
years old, whereas those of persons of quality continuein their exercisestill fifteen, which answersto
twenty-one with us: but the confinement is gradually lessened for thelast three years.

In the female nurseries, the young girls of quaity are educated much like the males, only they are
dressed by orderly servants of their own sex; but dways in the presence of aprofessor or deputy, till
they cometo dressthemsdves, whichisat five yearsold. And if it be found that these nurses ever
presume to entertain the girlswith frightful or foolish stories, or the common follies practised by
chambermaids among us, they are publicly whipped thrice about the city, imprisoned for ayear, and
banished for life to the most desolate part of the country. Thus the young ladies are as much ashamed of
being cowards and fools as the men, and despise al personal ornaments, beyond decency and
cleanliness: neither did | perceive any differencein their education made by their difference of sex, only
that the exercises of the femaes were not atogether so robust; and that some rules were given them
relating to domedtic life, and asmaler compass of learning was enjoined them: for their maxim is, that
among peoples of quality, awife should be aways a reasonable and agreeable companion, because she
cannot aways be young. When the girls are twelve years old, which among them is the marriageable age,
their parents or guardians take them home, with great expressions of gratitude to the professors, and
seldom without tears of the young lady and her companions.

In the nurseries of females of the meaner sort, the children areinstructed in al kinds of works proper
for their sex, and their severa degrees. those intended for apprentices are dismissed at seven yearsold,
therest are kept to eleven.

The meaner familieswho have children at these nurseries, are obliged, besides their annua pension,
whichisaslow as possible, to return to the seward of the nursery asmdl monthly share of their gettings,
to beaportion for the child; and therefore al parents are limited in their expenses by the law. For the
Lilliputians think nothing can be more unjust, than for people, in subservience to their own gppetites, to
bring children into the world, and leave the burthen of supporting them on the public. Asto persons of
qudity, they give security to appropriate a certain sum for each child, suitableto their condition; and these
funds are dways managed with good husbandry and the most exact justice.

The cottagers and labourers keep their children at home, their business being only to till and cultivate
the earth, and therefore their education is of little consequence to the public:

but the old and diseased among them, are supported by hospitals; for begging isatrade unknown in
thisempire.

And here it may, perhaps, divert the curious reader, to give some account of my domestics, and my
manner of living in this country, during aresidence of nine months, and thirteen days. Having ahead
mechanically turned, and being likewise forced by necessity, | had made for mysdlf atable and chair
convenient enough, out of the largest treesin the roya park. Two hundred sempstresses were employed
to make me shirts, and linen for my bed and table, al of the strongest and coarsest kind they could get;
which, however, they were forced to quilt together in severa folds, for the thickest was some degrees
finer than lawn. Their linen isusudly three inches wide, and three feet make a piece. The sempstresses
took my measure as| lay on the ground, one standing at my neck, and another at my mid-leg, with a
strong cord extended, that each held by the end, while athird measured the length of the cord with arule
of aninch long. Then they measured my right thumb, and desired no more; for by a mathematica
computation, that twice round the thumb is once round the wrist, and so on to the neck and the wai <,
and by the help of my old shirt, which | displayed on the ground before them for a pattern, they fitted me
exactly. Three hundred tailors were employed in the same manner to make me clothes; but they had
another contrivance for taking my measure. | kneeled down, and they raised aladder from the ground to
my neck; upon thisladder one of them mounted, and let fall a plumb-line from my collar to the floor,
which just answered the length of my coat: but my waist and arms | measured mysdlf. When my clothes
were finished, which was donein my house (for the largest of theirs would not have been able to hold
them), they looked like the patch-work made by the ladiesin England, only that mineweredl of a
colour.



I had three hundred cooks to dress my victuds, in little convenient huts built about my house, where
they and their families lived, and prepared me two dishes a-piece. | took up twenty waitersin my hand,
and placed them on the table: a hundred more attended below on the ground, some with dishes of mest,
and some with barrels of wine and other liquors dung on their shoulders; dl which the waiters above
drew up, as| wanted, in avery ingenious manner, by certain cords, as we draw the bucket up awdl in
Europe. A dish of their mest was agood mouthful, and abarrel of their liquor areasonable draught. Their
mutton yieldsto ours, but their beef isexcellent. | have had asirloin so large, that | have been forced to
make three bites of it; but thisisrare. My servants were astonished to see me edt it, bonesand dl, asin
our country we do theleg of alark. Their geese and turkeys| usudly ate a amouthful, and | confess
they far exceed ours. Of their smaller fowl | could take up twenty or thirty at the end of my knife.

Oneday hisimperia mgesty, being informed of my way of living, desired "that himsdlf and hisroya
consort, with the young princes of the blood of both sexes, might have the happiness," as he was pleased
tocal it, "of dining with me." They came accordingly, and | placed them in chairs of state, upon my table,
just over againgt me, with their guards about them. Himnap, the lord high treasurer, attended there
likewise with hiswhite staff; and | observed he often looked on me with a sour countenance, which |
would not seem to regard, but ate more than usua, in honour to my dear country, aswell astofill the
court with admiration. | have some private reasonsto believe, that thisvist from hismgesty gave
Himnap an opportunity of doing meill officesto his magter. That minister had dways been my secret
enemy, though he outwardly caressed me more than was usud to the moroseness of his nature. He
represented to the emperor "the low condition of histreasury; that he was forced to take up money at a
great discount; that exchequer bills would not circulate under nine per cent. below par; that | had cost his
magjesty above amillion and ahaf of SPRUGS' (their greatest gold coin, about the bigness of a spangle)
"and, upon the whole, that it would be advisable in the emperor to take the first fair occasion of
dismissngme"

| am here obliged to vindicate the reputation of an excellent lady, who was an innocent sufferer upon
my account. The treasurer took afancy to be jedous of hiswife, from the maice of some evil tongues,
who informed him that her grace had taken aviolent affection for my person; and the court scandal ran
for sometime, that she once came privately to my lodging. This| solemnly declare to be amost infamous
fasehood, without any grounds, further than that her grace was pleased to treat me with al innocent
marks of freedom and friendship. | own she came often to my house, but always publicly, nor ever
without three more in the coach, who were usually her sster and young daughter, and some particular
acquaintance; but this was common to many other ladies of the court. And | till gppedl to my servants
round, whether they at any time saw a coach a my door, without knowing what personswereinit. On
those occasions, when aservant had given me notice, my custom was to go immediately to the door,
and, after paying my respects, to take up the coach and two horses very carefully in my hands (for, if
there were Six horses, the pogtillion aways unharnessed four,) and place them on atable, where | had
fixed amovable rim quite round, of five inches high, to prevent accidents. And | have often had four
coaches and horses a once on my table, full of company, whilel sat in my chair, leaning my face towards
them; and when | was engaged with one set, the coachmen would gently drive the others round my table.
| have passed many an afternoon very agreeably in these conversations. But | defy the treasurer, or his
two informers (I will name them, and let them make the best of it) Clustril and Drunlo, to prove that any
person ever came to me INCOGNITO, except the secretary Reldresal, who was sent by express
command of hisimperia maesty, as| have beforereated. | should not have dwelt so long upon this
particular, if it had not been a point wherein the reputation of agreat lady is so nearly concerned, to say
nothing of my own; though I then had the honour to be aNARDAC, which the treasurer himsdlf is not;
for al the world knows, that heisonly aGLUMGLUM, atitleinferior by one degree, asthat of a
marquisisto adukein England; yet | dlow he preceded mein right of his post. These faseinformations,
which | afterwards came to the knowledge of by an accident not proper to mention, made the treasurer
show hislady for sometime anill countenance, and me aworse; and although hewas at |ast undeceived
and reconciled to her, yet | lost dl credit with him, and found my interest decline very fast with the
emperor himsdlf, who was, indeed, too much governed by that favourite.



PART |.CHAPTERVII.

[ The author, being informed of adesign to accuse him of high-treason, makes his escape to Blefuscu.
Hisreception there)]

B efore | proceed to give an account of my leaving this kingdom, it may be proper to inform the
reader of aprivate intrigue which had been for two months forming against me.

| had been hitherto, dl my life, astranger to courts, for which | was unqualified by the meanness of my
condition. | had indeed heard and read enough of the dispositions of great princes and ministers, but
never expected to have found such terrible effects of them, in so remote a country, governed, asl
thought, by very different maxims from thosein Europe.

When | wasjust preparing to pay my attendance on the emperor of Blefuscu, a considerable person
at court (to whom | had been very servicegble, at atime when helay under the highest displeasure of his
imperia mgesty) cameto my house very privately at night, in aclose chair, and, without sending his
name, desired admittance. The chairmen were dismissed; | put the chair, with hislordship init, into my
coat-pocket: and, giving ordersto atrusty servant, to say | wasindisposed and gone to deep, | fastened
the door of my house, placed the chair on the table, according to my usual custom, and sat down by it.
After the common salutations were over, observing hislordship's countenance full of concern, and
inquiring into the reason, he desired "I would hear him with patience, in amatter that highly concerned my
honour and my life." His speech wasto the following effect, for | took notes of it as soon as he left me:-

"You areto know," said he, "that several committees of council have been lately caled, in the most
private manner, on your account; and it is but two days since his mgesty cameto afull resolution.

"You are very senshblethat Skyresh Bolgolam" (GALBET, or high-admira) "has been your morta
enemy, dmost ever snceyour arriva. Hisoriginal reasons | know not; but his hatred isincreased snce
your great success againgt Blefuscu, by which hisglory asadmird is much obscured. Thislord, in
conjunction with Flimnap the high-treasurer, whose enmity againg you is notorious on account of his
lady, Limtoc the generd, La con the chamberlain, and Bamuff the grand justiciary, have prepared articles
of impeachment againgt you, for treason and other capitd crimes.”

This preface made me so impatient, being conscious of my own merits and innocence, that | was
going to interrupt him; when he entreated me to be silent, and thus proceeded:--

"Out of gratitude for the favours you have done me, | procured information of the whole proceedings,
and acopy of thearticles, wherein | venture my head for your service.

"Articles of Impeachment against QUINBUS FLESTRIN, (the Man-Mountain.)

ARTICLELI.

""Wheress, by a statute made in the reign of hisimperia mgesty Cain Deffar Plune, it is enacted, that,
whoever shdl make water within the precincts of the roya palace, shal beliable to the painsand
pendties of high-treason; notwithstanding, the said Quinbus Flestrin, in open breach of the said law,
under colour of extinguishing thefire kindled in the apartment of his mgesty's most dear imperia consort,
did mdicioudy, traitoroudy, and devilishly, by discharge of hisurine, put out the said fire kindled in the
sad apartment, lying and being within the precincts of the said royd palace, againg the statute in that
case provided, etc. against the duty, etc.

ARTICLEII.

""That the said Quinbus Flestrin, having brought the imperid fleet of Blefuscu into theroya port, and
being afterwards commanded by hisimperia mgesty to seize dl the other ships of the said empire of
Blefuscu, and reduce that empire to a province, to be governed by aviceroy from hence, and to destroy
and put to desth, not only dl the Big-endian exiles, but likewise dl the people of that empire who would



not immediately forsake the Big-endian heresy, he, the said Hedtrin, like afa se traitor againgt his most
auspicious, serene, imperial maesty, did petition to be excused from the said service, upon pretence of
unwillingness to force the consciences, or destroy the liberties and lives of an innocent people.

ARTICLEIII.

""That, whereas certain ambassadors arrived from the Court of Blefuscu, to sue for peacein his
majesty's court, he, the said Fledtrin, did, like afasetraitor, aid, abet, comfort, and divert, the said
ambassadors, athough he knew them to be servants to a prince who was lately an open enemy to his
imperid magesty, and in an open war againgt hissaid mgjesty.

ARTICLEIV.

"That the said Quinbus Flestrin, contrary to the duty of afaithful subject, is now preparing to make a
voyage to the court and empire of Blefuscu, for which he has received only verbd licensefrom his
imperid magesty; and, under colour of the said license, doesfasely and traitoroudy intend to take the
said voyage, and thereby to aid, comfort, and abet the emperor of Blefuscu, so lately an enemy, and in
open war with hisimperial mgesty aforesaid.’

"There are some other articles; but these are the most important, of which | have read you an
abstract.

"In the severd debates upon thisimpeachment, it must be confessed that his magjesty gave many
marks of hisgreat lenity; often urging the services you had done him, and endeavouring to extenuate your
crimes. Thetreasurer and admird insisted that you should be put to the most painful and ignominious
death, by setting fire to your house a night, and the genera wasto attend with twenty thousand men,
armed with poisoned arrows, to shoot you on the face and hands. Some of your servants were to have
private ordersto strew a poisonousjuice on your shirts and sheets, which would soon make you tear
your own flesh, and die in the utmost torture. The general came into the same opinion; so that for along
time there was amgority againgt you; but his magjesty resolving, if possible, to spareyour life, at last
brought off the chamberlain.

"Upon thisincident, Reldresdl, principa secretary for private affairs, who aways approved himself
your true friend, was commanded by the emperor to ddliver hisopinion, which he accordingly did; and
therein judtified the good thoughts you have of him. He dlowed your crimesto be great, but that till there
was room for mercy, the most commendable virtue in aprince, and for which hismgesty was so justly
celebrated. He said, the friendship between you and him was so well known to the world, that perhaps
the most honourable board might think him partid; however, in obedience to the command he had
received, he would fregly offer his sentiments. That if hismgesty, in consderation of your services, and
pursuant to his own merciful disposition, would please to spare your life, and only give ordersto put out
both your eyes, he humbly concelved, that by this expedient justice might in some measure be satisfied,
and dl the world would applaud the lenity of the emperor, aswell asthe fair and generous proceedings of
those who have the honour to be his counsdllors. That the loss of your eyeswould be no impediment to
your bodily strength, by which you might still be useful to his mgesty; that blindnessis an addition to
courage, by concedling dangersfrom us; that the fear you had for your eyes, was the greatest difficulty in
bringing over the enemy'sfleet, and it would be sufficient for you to see by the eyes of the minigters, since
the greatest princes do no more.

"This proposal was received with the utmost disapprobation by the whole board. Bolgolam, the
admird, could not preserve histemper, but, risng up in fury, said, he wondered how the secretary durst
presumeto give hisopinion for preserving thelife of atraitor; that the services you had performed were,
by al true reasons of state, the great aggravation of your crimes, that you, who were able to extinguish
thefire by discharge of urinein her mgesty's apartment (which he mentioned with horror), might, at
another time, raise an inundation by the same means, to drown the whole palace; and the same strength
which enabled you to bring over the enemy'sfleet, might serve, upon the first discontent, to carry it back;
that he had good reasons to think you were a Big-endian in your heart; and, astreason beginsin the
heart, before it appearsin overt-acts, so he accused you as atraitor on that account, and therefore
ingsted you should be put to death.

"The treasurer was of the same opinion: he showed to what Straits his mgjesty's revenue was reduced,



by the charge of maintaining you, which would soon grow insupportable; that the secretary's expedient of
putting out your eyes, was o far from being aremedy againgt thisevil, that it would probably increaeseit,
asismanifest from the common practice of blinding somekind of fowls, after which they fed the fagter,
and grew sooner fat; that his sacred mgjesty and the council, who are your judges, were, in their own
consciences, fully convinced of your guilt, which was a sufficient argument to condemn you to deeth,
without the forma proofs required by the gtrict letter of the law.

"But hisimperid mgesty, fully determined against capita punishment, was gracioudy pleased to say,
that since the council thought the loss of your eyestoo easy a censure, some other way may beinflicted
hereafter. And your friend the secretary, humbly desiring to be heard again, in answer to what the
treasurer had objected, concerning the great charge his mgjesty was at in maintaining you, said, that his
excellency, who had the sole disposal of the emperor's revenue, might easily provide againgt thet evil, by
gradually lessening your establishment; by which, for want of sufficient for you would grow week and
faint, and lose your appetite, and consequently, decay, and consume in afew months, neither would the
stench of your carcass be then so dangerous, when it should become more than haf diminished; and
immediately upon your degth five or six thousand of his mgjesty's subjects might, in two or three days, cut
your flesh from your bones, take it away by cart-loads, and bury it in distant parts, to prevent infection,
leaving the skeleton as amonument of admiration to posterity.

"Thus, by the great friendship of the secretary, the whole affair was compromised. It was strictly
enjoined, that the project of starving you by degrees should be kept a secret; but the sentence of putting
out your eyes was entered on the books; none dissenting, except Bolgolam the admiral, who, being a
creature of the empress, was perpetudly instigated by her mgesty to insst upon your degth, she having
borne perpetua madice againgt you, on account of that infamous and illegal method you took to extinguish
thefirein her gpartment.

"In three days your friend the secretary will be directed to come to your house, and read before you
the articles of impeachment; and then to signify the great lenity and favour of his maesty and council,
whereby you are only condemned to the loss of your eyes, which his mgesty does not question you will
gratefully and humbly submit to; and twenty of his mgesty's surgeonswill attend, in order to seethe
operation well performed, by discharging very sharp-pointed arrows into the balls of your eyes, asyou lie
on the ground.

"| leave to your prudence what measures you will take; and to avoid suspicion, | must immediately
return in as private amanner asl came."

Hislordship did so; and | remained aone, under many doubts and perplexities of mind.

It was a custom introduced by this prince and hisministry (very different, as| have been assured,
from the practice of former times,) that after the court had decreed any cruel execution, ether to gratify
the monarch's resentment, or the malice of afavourite, the emperor always made a speech to hiswhole
council, expressing his great lenity and tenderness, as qualities known and confessed by dl the world.
This speech wasimmediately published throughout the kingdom; nor did any thing terrify the people so
much as those encomiums on his majesty's mercy; because it was observed, that the more these praises
were enlarged and ingsted on, the more inhuman was the punishment, and the sufferer more innocent.

Y et, asto mysdlf, | must confess, having never been designed for acourtier, either by my birth or
education, | was s ill ajudge of things, that | could not discover the lenity and favour of this sentence,
but conceived it (perhaps erroneoudly) rather to be rigorous than gentle. | sometimes thought of standing
my trid, for, athough | could not deny the facts aleged in the severa articles, yet | hoped they would
admit of some extenuation. But having in my life perused many sate-triads, which | ever observed to
terminate as the judges thought fit to direct, | durst not rely on so dangerous adecision, in so critical a
juncture, and againgt such powerful enemies. Once | was strongly bent upon resistance, for, while | had
liberty the whole strength of that empire could hardly subdue me, and | might easily with stones pelt the
metropolisto pieces, but | soon reected that project with horror, by remembering the oath | had made
to the emperor, thefavours| received from him, and the high title of NARDAC he conferred upon me.
Neither had | so soon learned the gratitude of courtiers, to persuade mysdlf, that his mgjesty's present
seventies acquitted me of al past obligations.



At lagt, | fixed upon aresolution, for whichit is probable | may incur some censure, and not unjustly;
for | confess| owe the preserving of mine eyes, and consequently my liberty, to my own great rashness
and want of experience; because, if | had then known the nature of princes and ministers, which | have
since observed in many other courts, and their methods of treating criminasless obnoxious than mysdif, |
should, with great dacrity and readiness, have submitted to so easy a punishment. But hurried on by the
precipitancy of youth, and having hisimperia magjesty'slicense to pay my attendance upon the emperor
of Blefuscu, | took this opportunity, before the three days were dlapsed, to send aletter to my friend the
secretary, Sgnifying my resolution of setting out that morning for Blefuscu, pursuant to the leave | had got;
and, without waiting for an answer, | went to that side of theidand where our fleet lay. | seized alarge
man of war, tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up the anchors, | stripped mysdlf, put my clothes
(together with my coverlet, which | carried under my arm) into the vessdl, and, drawing it after me,
between wading and swimming arrived at the roya port of Blefuscu, where the people had long expected
me: they lent me two guidesto direct meto the capital city, which isof the same name. | hed themin my
hands, till I came within two hundred yards of the gate, and desired them "to signify my arriva to one of
the secretaries, and let him know, | there waited his mgjesty's command.” | had an answer in about an
hour, "that his mgesty, attended by the roya family, and greet officers of the court, was coming out to
receive me." | advanced ahundred yards. The emperor and histrain aighted from their horses, the
empress and ladies from their coaches, and | did not perceive they werein any fright or concern. | lay on
the ground to kiss his mgesty's and the empresss hands. | told his mgjesty, "that | was come according
to my promise, and with the license of the emperor my magter, to have the honour of seeing so mighty a
monarch, and to offer him any servicein my power, consistent with my duty to my own prince;" not
mentioning aword of my disgrace, because | had hitherto no regular information of it, and might suppose
myself whally ignorant of any such design; neither could | reasonably conceive that the emperor would
discover the secret, while | was out of his power; wherein, however, it soon appeared | was deceived.

| shdl not trouble the reader with the particular account of my reception at this court, which was
auitable to the generosity of so great aprince; nor of the difficulties| wasin for want of a house and bed,
being forced to lie on the ground, wrapped up in my coverlet.

PART |I.CHAPTERVIII.

[Theauthor, by alucky accident, finds meansto |leave Blefuscu; and, after some difficulties, returns
safeto hisnative country .|

T hreedaysafter my arrival, walking out of curiosity to the north-east coast of theisland, | observed,
about half aleague off in the sea, somewhat that |ooked like aboat overturned. | pulled off my shoes and
stockings, and, wailing two or three hundred yards, | found the object to approach nearer by force of the
tide; and then plainly saw it to be area boat, which | supposed might by some tempest have been driven
from aship. Whereupon, | returned immediately towards the city, and desired hisimperial mgesty to
lend me twenty of thetallest vessels he had | eft, after the loss of hisfleet, and three thousand seamen,
under the command of hisvice-admird. Thisfleet sailed round, while | went back the shortest way to the
coast, where | first discovered the boat. | found the tide had driven it still nearer. The seamen weredl
provided with cordage, which | had beforehand twisted to a sufficient strength. When the ships came up,
| stripped myself, and waded till I came within ahundred yards off the boat, after which | wasforced to
swvimtill I got up to it. The seamen threw me the end of the cord, which | fastened to aholein the
fore-part of the boat, and the other end to a man of war; but | found al my labour to little purpose; for,
being out of my depth, | was not able to work. In this necessity | was forced to swim behind, and push
the boat forward, as often as| could, with one of my hands; and the tide favouring me, | advanced so far



that | could just hold up my chin and fed the ground. | rested two or three minutes, and then gave the
boat another shove, and so on, till the seawas no higher than my arm-pits; and now, the most laborious
part being over, | took out my other cables, which were stowed in one of the ships, and fastened them
firgt to the boat, and then to nine of the vessels which atended me; the wind being favourable, the
seamen towed, and | shoved, until we arrived within forty yards of the shore; and, waiting till the tide was
out, | got dry to the boat, and by the ass stance of two thousand men, with ropes and engines, | made a
shift to turn it on its bottom, and found it was but little damaged.

| shall not trouble the reader with the difficulties| was under, by the help of certain paddles, which
cost me ten days making, to get my boat to theroyal port of Blefuscu, where amighty concourse of
people appeared upon my arriva, full of wonder at the sght of so prodigiousavessd. | told the emperor
"that my good fortune had thrown this boat in my way, to carry me to some place whence | might return
into my native country; and begged his magjesty's orders for getting materiasto fit it up, together with his
license to depart;” which, after some kind expostulations, he was pleased to grant.

| did very much wonder, in al thistime, not to have heard of any express relating to me from our
emperor to the court of Blefuscu. But | was afterward given privately to understand, that hisimperid
maesty, never imagining | had theleast notice of hisdesigns, believed | was only goneto Blefuscu in
performance of my promise, according to the license he had given me, which waswell known at our
court, and would return in afew days, when the ceremony was ended. But hewas at last in pain a my
long absence; and after consulting with the treasurer and the rest of that cabal, aperson of quality was
dispatched with the copy of the articles againgt me. This envoy had instructions to represent to the
monarch of Blefuscu, "the great lenity of his master, who was content to punish me no farther than with
the loss of mine eyes; that | had fled from justice; and if | did not return in two hours, | should be
deprived of my title of NARDAC, and declared atraitor.” The envoy further added, "that in order to
maintain the peace and amity between both empires, his master expected that his brother of Blefuscu
would give orders to have me sent back to Lilliput, bound hand and foot, to be punished as atraitor.”

The emperor of Blefuscu, having taken three days to consult, returned an answer consisting of many
civilitiesand excuses. He said, "that asfor sending me bound, his brother knew it wasimpossible; that,
athough | had deprived him of hisfleet, yet he owed great obligations to me for many good offices| had
done him in making the peace. That, however, both their mgjesties would soon be made easy; for | had
found aprodigious vessel on the shore, able to carry me on the sea, which he had given ordersto fit up,
with my own assistance and direction; and he hoped, in afew weeks, both empires would be freed from
S0 insupportable an encumbrance.”

With this answer the envoy returned to Lilliput; and the monarch of Blefuscu related to me dl that had
passed; offering me at the same time (but under the trictest confidence) his gracious protection, if |
would continue in his service; wherein, athough | believed him sincere, yet | resolved never more to put
any confidence in princes or ministers, where | could possibly avoid it; and therefore, with dl due
acknowledgmentsfor hisfavourableintentions, | humbly begged to be excused. | told him, "that Snce
fortune, whether good or evil, had thrown avessd in my way, | was resolved to venture myself on the
ocean, rather than be an occasion of difference between two such mighty monarchs.” Neither did | find
the emperor at al displeased; and | discovered, by a certain accident, that he was very glad of my
resolution, and so were most of hisminigters.

These condderations moved me to hasten my departure somewhat sooner than | intended; to which
the court, impatient to have me gone, very readily contributed. Five hundred workmen were employed to
make two sailsto my boat, according to my directions, by quilting thirteen folds of their strongest linen
together. | was at the pains of making ropes and cables, by twisting ten, twenty, or thirty of the thickest
and strongest of theirs. A great sonethat | happened to find, after along search, by the sea-shore,
served me for an anchor. | had the tallow of three hundred cows, for greasing my boat, and other uses. |
was at incredible painsin cutting down some of the largest timber-trees, for oars and masts, wherein |
was, however, much assisted by his mgjesty's ship-carpenters, who hel ped me in smoothing them, after |
had done the rough work.

In about amonth, when all was prepared, | sent to receive his mgjesty's commands, and to take my



leave. The emperor and royal family came out of the paace; | lay down on my face to kiss his hand,
which he very gracioudy gave me: s0 did the empress and young princes of the blood. His mgesty
presented me with fifty purses of two hundred SPRUGS a-piece, together with his picture at full length,
which | put immediately into one of my gloves, to keep it from being hurt. The ceremoniesa my
departure were too many to trouble the reader with at thistime.

| stored the boat with the carcases of ahundred oxen, and three hundred sheep, with bread and drink
proportionable, and as much meat ready dressed as four hundred cooks could provide. | took with me
gx cows and two bulls dive, with as many ewes and rams, intending to carry them into my own country,
and propagate the breed. And to feed them on board, | had agood bundle of hay, and abag of corn. |
would gladly have taken adozen of the natives, but this was a thing the emperor would by no means
permit; and, besides adiligent search into my pockets, his magjesty engaged my honour "not to carry
away any of his subjects, dthough with their own consent and desire.”

Having thus prepared dl thingsaswell as| was able, | set sail on the twenty-fourth day of September
1701, at six in the morning; and when | had gone about four-leagues to the northward, the wind being at
south-eadt, a six inthe evening | descried asmall idand, about half aleague to the north-west. |
advanced forward, and cast anchor on the lee-side of theidand, which seemed to be uninhabited. | then
took some refreshment, and went to my rest. | dept well, and as | conjectured at least six hours, for |
found the day broke in two hours after | awaked. It was aclear night. | ate my breakfast before the sun
was up; and heaving anchor, the wind being favourable, | steered the same course that | had done the
day before, wherein | was directed by my pocket compass. My intention was to reach, if possible, one
of those idands. which | had reason to believe lay to the north-east of Van Diemen's Land. | discovered
nothing al that day; but upon the next, about three in the afternoon, when | had by my computation made
twenty-four leagues from Blefuscu, | descried asall steering to the south-east; my course was due east. |
hailed her, but could get no answer; yet | found | gained upon her, for the wind dackened. | made al the
sal | could, and in haf an hour she spied me, then hung out her ancient, and discharged agun. It isnot
easy to expressthejoy | wasin, upon the unexpected hope of once more seeing my beloved country,
and the dear pledges | left init. The ship dackened her sails, and | came up with her between five and six
in the evening, September 26th; but my heart leaped within me to see her English colours. | put my cows
and sheep into my coat-pockets, and got on board with al my little cargo of provisons. The vessel was
an English merchantman, returning from Japan by the North and South seas; the captain, Mr. John
Biddd, of Deptford, avery civil man, and an excellent sailor.

Wewere now in the latitude of 30 degrees south; there were about fifty men in the ship; and herel
met an old comrade of mine, one Peter Williams, who gave me agood character to the captain. This
gentleman treated me with kindness, and desired | would let him know what place | came from last, and
whither | was bound; which | did in afew words, but he thought | was raving, and that the dangers|
underwent had disturbed my head; whereupon | took my black cattle and sheep out of my pocket,
which, after great astonishment, clearly convinced him of my veracity. | then showed him the gold given
me by the emperor of Blefuscu, together with his magjesty's picture at full length, and some other rarities of
that country. | gave him two purses of two hundreds SPRUGS each, and promised, when we arrived in
England, to make him a present of a cow and a sheep big with young.

| shdl not trouble the reader with aparticular account of this voyage, which was very prosperous for
the most part. We arrived in the Downs on the 13th of April, 1702. | had only one misfortune, that the
rats on board carried away one of my sheep; | found her bonesin ahole, picked clean from the flesh.
Therest of my cattle | got safe ashore, and set them a-grazing in abowling-green at Greenwich, where
the fineness of the grass made them feed very heartily, though | had always feared the contrary:

neither could | possibly have preserved them in so long avoyage, if the captain had not allowed me
some of his best biscuit, which, rubbed to powder, and mingled with water, was their constant food. The
short time | continued in England, | made a considerable profit by showing my cattle to many persons of
qudity and others: and before | began my second voyage, | sold them for six hundred pounds. Since my
last return | find the breed is consderably increased, especialy the sheep, which | hope will prove much
to the advantage of the woollen manufacture, by the fineness of the fleeces.



| stayed but two months with my wife and family, for my insatiable desire of seeing foreign countries,
would suffer meto continue no longer. | left fifteen hundred pounds with my wife, and fixed her inagood
house at Redriff. My remaining stock | carried with me, part in money and part in goods, in hopesto
improve my fortunes. My eldest uncle John had |eft me an estate in land, near Epping, of about thirty
pounds ayear; and | had along lease of the Black Bull in Fetter-Lane, which yielded me as much more;
so that | was not in any danger of leaving my family upon the parish. My son Johnny, named <o after his
uncle, was a the grammar-school, and atowardly child. My daughter Betty (who is now well married,
and has children) wasthen at her needle-work. | took leave of my wife, and boy and girl, with tearson
both sides, and went on board the Adventure, a merchant ship of three hundred tons, bound for Surat,
captain John Nicholas, of Liverpool, commander. But my account of this voyage must be referred to the
Second Part of my Travels.

PART I1.AVOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG.

PART II.CHAPTERI.

[A great storm described; the long boat sent to fetch water; the author goes with it to discover the
country. Heisleft on shore, is seized by one of the natives, and carried to afarmer's house. His
reception, with severd accidentsthat happened there.

A description of theinhabitants]

H aving been condemned, by nature and fortune, to active and restless life, in two months after my
return, | again left my native country, and took shipping in the Downs, on the 20th day of June, 1702, in
the Adventure, Captain John Nicholas, a Cornish man, commander, bound for Surat. We had avery
prosperous gale, till we arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, where we landed for fresh water; but
discovering aleak, we unshipped our goods and wintered there; for the captain falling sick of an ague,
we could not leave the Capetill the end of March. We then set sail, and had agood voyagetill we
passed the Straits of Madagascar; but having got northward of that idand, and to about five degrees
south latitude, the winds, which in those seas are observed to blow a constant equa gale between the
north and west, from the beginning of December to the beginning of May, on the 19th of April beganto
blow with much greater violence, and more westerly than usua, continuing so for twenty days together:
during which time, we were driven alittle to the east of the Molucca Idands, and about three degrees
northward of theline, as our captain found by an observation he took the 2nd of May, a which timethe
wind ceased, and it was a perfect calm, whereat | was not alittle rejoiced. But he, being aman well
experienced in the navigation of those sess, bid usall prepare against astorm, which accordingly
happened the day following: for the southern wind, caled the southern monsoon, began to setin.

Finding it was likely to overblow, we took in our sprit-sail, and stood by to hand the fore-sail; but
making foul wegather, we looked the gunswere dl fast, and handed the mizen. The ship lay very broad
off, so we thought it better spooning before the sea, than trying or hulling. We reefed the fore-sail and set
him, and hauled aft the fore-sheet; the helm was hard a-wegther. The ship wore bravely. We belayed the
fore down-haul; but the sail was split, and we hauled down the yard, and got the sail into the ship, and
unbound dl thethings clear of it. It was avery fierce storm; the sea broke strange and dangerous. We
hauled off upon the laniard of the whip-staff, and helped the man at the helm. We would not get down



our topmadt, but let al stand, because she scudded before the sea very well, and we knew that the
top-mast being doft, the ship was the wholesomer, and made better way through the sea, seeing we had
sea-room. When the storm was over, we set fore-sail and main-sail, and brought the ship to. Then we set
the mizen, main-top-sail, and the fore-top-sail. Our course was east-north-east, the wind was at
south-west. We got the starboard tacks aboard, we cast off our weather-braces and lifts, we set in the
lee-braces, and hauled forward by the weather-bowlings, and hauled them tight, and belayed them, and
hauled over the mizen tack to windward, and kept her full and by as near as she would lie. During this
storm, which was followed by a strong wind west-south-west, we were carried, by my computation,
about five hundred leaguesto the east, S0 that the oldest sailor on board could not tell in what part of the
world we were. Our provisons held out well, our ship was staunch, and our crew al in good health; but
we lay in the utmost distress for water. We thought it best to hold on the same course, rather than turn
more northerly, which might have brought usto the north-west part of Great Tartary, and into the Frozen
Sea

On the 16th day of June, 1703, aboy on the top-mast discovered land. On the 17th, we camein full
view of agreat idand, or continent (for we knew not whether;) on the south side whereof was asmall
neck of land jutting out into the sea, and a creek too shallow to hold a ship of above one hundred tons.
We cast anchor within aleague of this creek, and our captain sent adozen of hismen well armed in the
long-boat, with vessasfor water, if any could be found. | desired hisleave to go with them, that | might
see the country, and make what discoveries | could. When we cameto land we saw no river or spring,
nor any sign of inhabitants. Our men therefore wandered on the shore to find out some fresh water near
the seg, and | walked alone about amile on the other side, where | observed the country al barren and
rocky. | now began to be weary, and seeing nothing to entertain my curiosity, | returned gently down
towards the creek; and the seabeing full in my view, | saw our men dready got into the boat, and rowing
for lifeto the ship. | was going to halloo after them, although it had been to little purpose, when |
observed a huge creature walking after them in the sea, asfast as he could: he waded not much deeper
than his knees, and took prodigious strides: but our men had the start of him haf aleague, and, the sea
thereabouts being full of sharp-pointed rocks, the monster was not able to overtake the boat. This| was
afterwardstold, for | durst not stay to see the issue of the adventure; but ran asfast as| could theway |
first went, and then climbed up a steep hill, which gave me some prospect of the country. | found it fully
cultivated; but that which first surprised me was the length of the grass, which, in those grounds that
seemed to be kept for hay, was about twenty feet high.

| fell into ahigh road, for so | took it to be, though it served to the inhabitants only as afoot-path
through afield of barley. Here | walked on for sometime, but could seelittle on either Side, it being now
near harvest, and the corn rising at least forty feet. | was an hour walking to the end of thisfield, which
was fenced in with ahedge of at least one hundred and twenty feet high, and the trees so lofty that |
could make no computation of their dtitude. Therewas agtile to pass from thisfied into the next. It had
four steps, and a stone to cross over when you came to the uppermost. It was impossible for meto climb
this stile, because every step was six-feet high, and the upper stone about twenty. | was endeavouring to
find some gap in the hedge, when | discovered one of the inhabitants in the next field, advancing towards
the stile, of the same size with him whom | saw in the sea pursuing our boat. He appeared astall asan
ordinary spire steeple, and took about ten yards at every stride, as near as| could guess. | was struck
with the utmost fear and astonishment, and ran to hide mysdlf in the corn, whence | saw him at the top of
the stile looking back into the next field on the right hand, and heard him call in avoice many degrees
louder than a speaking-trumpet: but the noisewas o highinthe air, that at first | certainly thought it was
thunder. Whereupon seven mongters, like himsdf, came towards him with regping-hooksin their hands,
each hook about the largeness of six scythes. These people were not so well clad asthe first, whose
servants or labourers they seemed to be; for, upon some words he spoke, they went to reap the corniin
thefield wherel lay. | kept from them at as great adistance as| could, but was forced to move with
extreme difficulty, for the stalks of the corn were sometimes not above afoot distant, so that | could
hardly squeeze my body betwixt them. However, | made a shift to go forward, till | cameto a part of the
field where the corn had been laid by the rain and wind. Here it wasimpossible for me to advance astep;



for the stalks were so interwoven, that | could not creep through, and the beards of the fallen ears so
strong and pointed, that they pierced through my clothesinto my flesh. At the sametime | heard the
regpers not a hundred yards behind me. Being quite dispirited with toil, and wholly overcome by grief
and dispair, | lay down between two ridges, and heartily wished | might there end my days. | bemoaned
my desolate widow and fatherless children. | lamented my own folly and wilfulness, in attempting a
second voyage, againgt the advice of al my friends and relations. In thisterrible agitation of mind, | could
not forbear thinking of Lilliput, whose inhabitants looked upon me as the greatest prodigy that ever
appeared in the world; where | was ableto draw an imperid fleet in my hand, and perform those other
actions, which will be recorded for ever in the chronicles of that empire, while posterity shdl hardly
believe them, athough attested by millions. | reflected what amortification it must prove to me, to appear
asincongderablein thisnation, asone single Lilliputian would be among us. But this| concelved wasto
be the least of my misfortunes; for, as human creatures are observed to be more savage and crud in
proportion to their bulk, what could | expect but to be amorsdl in the mouth of the first among these
enormous barbarians that should happen to seize me? Undoubtedly philosophers arein the right, when
they tell usthat nothing is greet or little otherwise than by comparison. It might have pleased fortune, to
have let the Lilliputians find some nation, where the people were as diminutive with respect to them, as
they were to me. And who knows but that even this prodigious race of mortals might be equaly
overmatched in some distant part of the world, whereof we have yet no discovery.

Scared and confounded as | was, | could not forbear going on with these reflections, when one of the
reapers, gpproaching within ten yards of theridge where | lay, made me apprehend that with the next
step | should be squashed to death under hisfoot, or cut in two with hisreaping-hook. And therefore,
when he was again about to move, | screamed asloud asfear could make me: whereupon the huge
creature trod short, and, looking round about under him for sometime, at last espied meas| lay on the
ground. He considered awhile, with the caution of one who endeavoursto lay hold on asmall dangerous
animd in such amanner that it shal not be able either to scratch or bite him, as| mysdlf have sometimes
done with aweasd in England. At length he ventured to take me behind, by the middle, between his
fore-finger and thumb, and brought me within three yards of his eyes, that he might behold my shape
more perfectly. | guessed his meaning, and my good fortune gave me so much presence of mind, thet |
resolved not to strugglein the leest as he held mein the air above sixty feet from the ground, athough he
grievoudy pinched my sdes, for fear | should dip through hisfingers. All | ventured wasto raise mine
eyes towards the sun, and place my hands together in a supplicating posture, and to speak some words
in ahumble melancholy tone, suitable to the condition | then wasin: for | gpprehended every moment that
he would dash me against the ground, aswe usudly do any little hateful animal, which we have amind to
destroy. But my good star would haveit, that he gppeared pleased with my voice and gestures, and
began to look upon me as a curiosity, much wondering to hear me pronounce articulate words, although
he could not understand them. In the mean time | was not able to forbear groaning and shedding tears,
and turning my head towards my sides; letting him know, aswell as| could, how crudly | was hurt by the
pressure of histhumb and finger. He seemed to gpprehend my meaning; for, lifting up the lappet of his
coat, he put me gently into it, and immediately ran dong with me to his master, who was a substantia
farmer, and the same person | had first seen inthefield.

The farmer having (as| suppose by their talk) received such an account of me as his servant could
give him, took apiece of asmdl straw, about the Size of awalking-staff, and therewith lifted up the
lappets of my coat; which it seems he thought to be some kind of covering that nature had given me. He
blew my hairs asde to take a better view of my face. He called his hinds about him, and asked them, as|
afterwards learned, whether they had ever seen in the fields any little creature that resembled me. He then
placed me softly on the ground upon al fours, but I got immediately up, and walked dowly backward
and forward, to let those people see | had no intent to run away. They dl sat down in acircle about me,
the better to observe my motions. | pulled off my hat, and made alow bow towardsthe farmer. | fell on
my knees, and lifted up my hands and eyes, and spoke several words asloud as| could: | took apurse
of gold out of my pocket, and humbly presented it to him. He received it on the pam of hishand, then
applied it closeto hiseyeto see what it was, and afterwards turned it severa times with the point of apin



(which hetook out of hisdeeve,) but could make nothing of it. Whereupon | made asign that he should
place his hand on the ground. | then took the purse, and, opening it, poured al the gold into his pam.
There were x Spanish pieces of four pistoles each, beside twenty or thirty smaler coins. | saw him wet
thetip of hislittle finger upon histongue, and take up one of my largest pieces, and then another; but he
seemed to be whoally ignorant what they were. He made me asign to put them again into my purse, and
the purse again into my pocket, which, after offering it to him severa times, | thought it best to do.

The farmer, by thistime, was convinced | must be arationa creature. He spoke often to me; but the
sound of hisvoice pierced my earslike that of awater-mill, yet hiswords were articulate enough. |
answered asloud as| could in severa languages, and he often laid his ear within two yards of me: but all
invain, for we were wholly unintelligible to each other. He then sent his servantsto their work, and taking
his handkerchief out of his pocket, he doubled and spread it on hisleft hand, which he placed flat on the
ground with the pam upward, making measignto step into it, as| could easily do, for it was not above
afoot in thickness. | thought it my part to obey, and, for fear of faling, ladd mysdf at full length upon the
handkerchief, with the remainder of which he lapped me up to the head for further security, and inthis
manner carried me hometo his house. There he called hiswife, and showed meto her; but she screamed
and ran back, aswomen in England do at the sight of atoad or a spider. However, when she had awhile
seen my behaviour, and how well | observed the signs her husband made, she was soon reconciled, and
by degrees grew extremely tender of me.

It was about twelve at noon, and a servant brought in dinner. It was only one substantial dish of meat
(fit for the plain condition of ahusbandman,) in adish of about four-and-twenty feet diameter. The
company were, the farmer and hiswife, three children, and an old grandmother. When they were sat
down, the farmer placed me at some distance from him on the table, which wasthirty feet high from the
floor. | wasin aterrible fright, and kept asfar as| could from the edge, for fear of faling. Thewife
minced abit of mest, then crumbled some bread on atrencher, and placed it before me. | made her a
low bow, took out my knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave them exceeding delight. The mistress
sent her maid for asmall dram cup, which held about two gallons, and filled it with drink; | took up the
vessd with much difficulty in both hands, and in amost respectful manner drank to her ladyship's hedlth,
expressing thewords asloud as| could in English, which made the company laugh so heartily, thet | was
amost deafened with the noise. Thisliquor tasted like asmadl cider, and was not unpleasant. Then the
master made me asign to cometo histrencher sde; but as| walked on the table, being in great surprise
al thetime, asthe indulgent reader will easily conceive and excuse, | happened to sumble againgt a crugt,
and fell flat on my face, but received no hurt. | got up immediately, and observing the good people to be
in much concern, | took my hat (which I held under my arm out of good manners,) and waving it over my
head, made three huzzas, to show | had got no mischief by my fdl. But advancing forward towards my
magter (as| shdl henceforth cal him,) hisyoungest son, who sat next to him, an arch boy of about ten
years old, took me up by the legs, and held me so high intheair, that | trembled every limb: but hisfather
snatiched me from him, and at the same time gave him such abox on the left ear, aswould havefelled an
European troop of horse to the earth, ordering him to be taken from the table. But being afraid the boy
might owe me a spite, and well remembering how mischievousal children among us naturdly areto
sparrows, rabbits, young kittens, and puppy dogs, | fell on my knees, and pointing to the boy, made my
master to understand, aswell as| could, that | desired his son might be pardoned. The father complied,
and the lad took his seet again, whereupon | went to him, and kissed his hand, which my master took,
and made him stroke me gently withit.

Inthe midst of dinner, my mistresss favourite cat legped into her lap. | heard anoise behind me like
that of adozen stocking-weavers at work; and turning my head, | found it proceeded from the purring of
that animal, who seemed to be three timeslarger than an ox, as| computed by the view of her head, and
one of her paws, while her mistress was feeding and stroking her. The fierceness of this creature's
countenance atogether discomposed me; though | stood at the farther end of the table, abovefifty feet
off; and dthough my mistressheld her fast, for fear she might give aspring, and seize mein her talons.
But it happened there was no danger, for the cat took not the least notice of me when my master placed
me within three yards of her. And as | have been dwaystold, and found true by experiencein my travels,



that flying or discovering fear before afierce animd, isacertain way to makeit pursue or attack you, so |
resolved, in this dangerous juncture, to show no manner of concern. | walked with intrepidity five or Sx
times before the very head of the cat, and came within haf ayard of her; whereupon she drew herself
back, asif she were more afraid of me: | had less apprehension concerning the dogs, whereof three or
four cameinto theroom, asitisusud in farmers houses; one of which was amagtiff, equa in bulk to four
elephants, and another agreyhound, somewhat taller than the mastiff, but not so large.

When dinner was amost done, the nurse came in with achild of ayear old in her arms, who
immediately spied me, and began asquall that you might have heard from London-Bridge to Chelsea,
after the usua oratory of infants, to get me for aplaything. The mother, out of pure indulgence, took me
up, and put me towards the child, who presently seized me by the middie, and got my head into his
mouth, where | roared so loud that the urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and | should infalibly have
broke my neck, if the mother had not held her apron under me. The nurse, to quiet her babe, made use
of arattle which was akind of hollow vessd filled with great stones, and fastened by a cable to the child's
waist: but dl invain; so that she wasforced to apply thelast remedy by giving it suck. | must confess no
object ever disgusted me so much asthe sight of her monstrous breast, which | cannot tell what to
compare with, so asto give the curious reader an ideaof its bulk, shape, and colour. It stood prominent
sx feet, and could not be less than sixteen in circumference. The nipple was about haf the bigness of my
head, and the hue both of that and the dug, so varied with spots, pimples, and freckles, that nothing could
appear more nauseous: for | had anear sight of her, she Stting down, the more conveniently to give suck,
and | standing on the table. This made me reflect upon the fair skins of our English ladies, who appear so
beautiful to us, only because they are of our own size, and their defects not to be seen but through a
meagnifying glass, where we find by experiment that the smoothest and whitest skinslook rough, and
coarse, and ill-coloured.

| remember when | was at Lilliput, the complexion of those diminutive people appeared to methe
fairest in the world; and talking upon this subject with a person of learning there, who was an intimate
friend of mine, he said that my face appeared much fairer and smoother when he looked on me from the
ground, than it did upon anearer view, when | took him up in my hand, and brought him close, which he
confessed was at first avery shocking sight. He said, "he could discover great holesin my skin; that the
stumps of my beard were ten times stronger than the bristles of aboar, and my complexion made up of
severd colours dtogether disagreeable” athough | must beg leave to say for mysdlf, that | am asfair as
most of my sex and country, and very little sunburnt by al my travels. On the other side, discoursing of
theladiesin that emperor's court, he used to tell me, "one had freckles; another too wide amouth; athird
too largeanose" nothing of which | was ableto distinguish. | confess this reflection was obvious enough;
which, however, | could not forbear, lest the reader might think those vast creatures were actually
deformed: for | must do them the justice to say, they are acomely race of people, and particularly the
features of my master's countenance, although he was but afarmer, when | beheld him from the height of
sxty feet, appeared very well proportioned.

When dinner was done, my master went out to his labourers, and, as| could discover by hisvoice
and gesture, gave hiswife gtrict charge to take care of me. | was very much tired, and disposed to deep,
which my mistress perceiving, she put me on her own bed, and covered me with aclean white
handkerchief, but larger and coarser than the mainsail of aman-of-war.

| dept about two hours, and dreamt | was a home with my wife and children, which aggravated my
sorrows when | awaked, and found myself lonein avast room, between two and three hundred feet
wide, and above two hundred high, lying in abed twenty yards wide. My mistress was gone about her
household affairs, and had locked mein. The bed was eight yards from the floor. Some natura
necessities required meto get down; | durst not presumeto call; and if | had, it would have beenin vain,
with such avoice as mine, at S0 great adistance from the room wherel lay to the kitchen where the
family kept. While was under these circumstances, two rats crept up the curtains, and ran smelling
back-wards and forwards on the bed. One of them came up amost to my face, whereupon | rosein a
fright, and drew out my hanger to defend mysdlf. These horrible animals had the boldness to attack me
on both sides, and one of them held hisfore-feet at my collar; but | had the good fortuneto rip up his



belly before he could do me any mischief. Hefdl down at my feet; and the other, seeing the fate of his
comrade, made his escape, but not without one good wound on the back, which | gave him as hefled,
and made the blood run trickling from him. After thisexploit, | waked gently to and fro on the bed, to
recover my bresth and loss of spirits. These creatures were of the Size of alarge madtiff, but infinitely
more nimble and fierce; so that if | had taken off my belt before | went to deep, | must have infdlibly
been torn to pieces and devoured. | measured thetail of the dead rat, and found it to be two yards long,
wanting an inch; but it went againgt my stomach to drag the carcass off the bed, whereit lay il bleeding;
| observed it had yet some life, but with a strong dash across the neck; | thoroughly despaiched it.

Soon after my mistress came into the room, who seeing me al bloody, ran and took me up in her
hand. | pointed to the dead rat, smiling, and making other sgnsto show | was not hurt; whereat she was
extremely rejoiced, calling the maid to take up the dead rat with apair of tongs, and throw it out of the
window. Then she set me on atable, where| showed her my hanger dl bloody, and wiping it on the
lappet of my coat, returned it to the scabbard. | was pressed to do more than one thing which another
could not do for me, and therefore endeavoured to make my mistress understand, that | desired to be set
down on the floor; which after she had done, my bashfulness would not suffer me to express mysdlf
farther, than by pointing to the door, and bowing severa times. The good woman, with much difficulty, at
last perceived what | would be at, and taking me up again in her hand, walked into the garden, where she
set me down. | went on one side about two hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to ook or to follow
me, | hid myself between two leaves of sorrdl, and there discharged the necessities of nature.

| hope the gentle reader will excuse mefor dwelling on these and the like particulars, which, however
inggnificant they may appear to groveing vulgar minds, yet will certainly help aphilosopher to enlarge his
thoughts and imagination, and gpply them to the benefit of public aswell as private life, which was my
sole design in presenting this and other accounts of my travelsto the world; wherein | have been chiefly
Sudious of truth, without affecting any ornaments of learning or of style. But the whole scene of this
voyage made S0 strong an impression on my mind, and is so deeply fixed in my memory, that, in
committing it to paper | did not omit one materia circumstance: however, upon astrict review, | blotted
out several passages. Of less moment which werein my first copy, for fear of being censured astedious
and trifling, whereof travellers are often, perhaps not without justice, accused.

PART II.CHAPTERII.

[A description of the farmer's daughter. The author carried to amarket-town, and then to the
metropolis. The particulars of hisjourney.]

M y mistress had a daughter of nine yearsold, achild of towardly partsfor her age, very dexterous
at her needle, and skilful in dressing her baby. Her mother and she contrived to fit up the baby's cradle
for me againgt night: the cradle was put into asmall drawer of acabinet, and the drawer placed upon a
hanging shelf for fear of therats. Thiswas my bed dl thetime | staid with those people, though made
more convenient by degrees, as | began to learn their language and make my wants known. Thisyoung
girl was so handy, that after | had once or twice pulled off my clothes before her, she was able to dress
and undress me, though | never gave her that trouble when she would let me do either mysdlf. She made
me seven shirts, and some other linen, of as fine cloth as could be got, which indeed was coarser than
sackcloth; and these she constantly washed for me with her own hands. She was likewise my
school-migtress, to teach me the language: when | pointed to any thing, shetold methe nameof it in her
own tongue, so that in afew days | was ableto call for whatever | had amind to. She was very
good-natured, and not above forty feet high, being little for her age. She gave me the name of
GRILDRIG, which the family took up, and afterwards the whole kingdom. The word imports what the



Latins call NANUNCULUS, the Italians HOMUNCELETINO, and the English MANNIKIN. To her |
chiefly owe my preservation in that country: we never parted while | wasthere; | called her my
GLUMDALCLITCH, or little nurse; and should be guilty of great ingratitude, if | omitted this honourable
mention of her care and affection towards me, which | heartily wish it lay in my power to requite as she
deserves, instead of being the innocent, but unhappy instrument of her disgrace, as| have too much
reason to fear.

It now began to be known and talked of in the neighbourhood, that my master had found astrange
anima in thefield, about the bigness of a SPLACNUCK, but exactly shaped in every part like ahuman
cregture; which it likewiseimitated in dl its actions, seemed to spesk in alittle language of its own, had
aready learned severa words of theirs, went erect upon two legs, was tame and gentle, would come
when it was called, do whatever it was bid, had the finest limbsin the world, and acomplexion fairer than
anobleman's daughter of three years old. Another farmer, who lived hard by, and was a particular friend
of my master, came on avigt on purpose to inquire into the truth of this story. | wasimmediately
produced, and placed upon atable, where | walked as| was commanded, drew my hanger, put it up
again, made my reverenceto my master's guest, asked himin his own language how he did, and told him
HE WASWEL COME, just asmy little nurse had instructed me. This man, who was old and
dim-sighted, put on his spectacles to behold me better; at which | could not forbear laughing very
heartily, for his eyes gppeared like the full moon shining into a chamber at two windows. Our people,
who discovered the cause of my mirth, bore me company in laughing, a which the old fellow was fool
enough to be angry and out of countenance. He had the character of agreat miser; and, to my
misfortune, he well deserved it, by the cursed advice he gave my magter, to show measasight upon a
market-day in the next town, which was haf an hour's riding, about two-and-twenty miles from our
house. | guessed there was some mischief when | observed my master and his friend whispering together,
sometimes pointing at me; and my fears made me fancy that | overheard and understood some of their
words. But the next morning Glumda clitch, my little nurse, told me the whole matter, which she had
cunningly picked out from her mother. The poor girl laid me on her bosom, and fell aweeping with shame
and grief. She apprehended some mischief would happen to me from rude vulgar folks, who might
sgueeze meto degth, or break one of my limbs by taking mein their hands. She had also observed how
modest | wasin my nature, how nicely | regarded my honour, and what an indignity | should conceiveit,
to be exposed for money as a public spectacle, to the meanest of the people. She said, her papa and
mamma had promised that Grildrig should be hers; but now she found they meant to serve her asthey did
last year, when they pretended to give her alamb, and yet, as soon asit wasfat, sold it to a butcher. For
my own part, | may truly affirm, that | wasless concerned than my nurse. | had a strong hope, which
never left me, that | should one day recover my liberty: and asto theignominy of being carried about for
amongter, | considered myself to be a perfect stranger in the country, and that such amisfortune could
never be charged upon me asareproach, if ever | should return to England, since the king of Great
Britain himsdlf, in my condition, must have undergone the same disiress.

My master, pursuant to the advice of hisfriend, carried mein abox the next market-day to the
neighbouring town, and took aong with him hislittle daughter, my nurse, upon a pillion behind him. The
box was close on every side, with alittle door for meto go in and out, and afew gimlet holestolet in air.
The girl had been so careful asto put the quilt of her baby's bed into it, for meto lie down on. However,
| was terribly shaken and discomposed in thisjourney, though it was but of haf an hour: for the horse
went about forty feet at every step and trotted so high, that the agitation was equal to therising and falling
of aship in agreat sorm, but much more frequent. Our journey was somewhat farther than from London
to St. Alban's. My magter dighted a an inn which he used to frequent; and after consulting awhile with
the inn-keeper, and making some necessary preparations, he hired the GRULTRUD, or crier, to give
notice through the town of a strange creature to be seen at the sign of the Green Eagle, not so big asa
SPLACNUCK (an animd in that country very finely shaped, about six feet long,) and in every part of the
body resembling a human creature, could speak severd words, and perform a hundred diverting tricks.

| was placed upon atable in the largest room of the inn, which might be near three hundred feet
sguare. My little nurse stood on alow stool closeto the table, to take care of me, and direct what |



should do. My master, to avoid acrowd, would suffer only thirty people at atimeto seeme. | waked
about on the table as the girl commanded; she asked me questions, asfar as she knew my understanding
of the language reached, and | answered them asloud as| could. | turned about several timesto the
company, paid my humble respects, ssid THEY WERE WEL COME, and used some other speeches|
had been taught. | took up athimble filled with liquor, which Glumdaclitch had given mefor acup, and
drank their hedlth, I drew out my hanger, and flourished with it after the manner of fencersin England.
My nurse gave me apart of astraw, which | exercised asa pike, having learnt the art in my youth. | was
that day shown to twelve sets of company, and as often forced to act over again the same fopperies, till |
was half dead with weariness and vexation; for those who had seen me made such wonderful reports,
that the people were ready to break down the doorsto comein. My magter, for his own interest, would
not suffer any one to touch me except my nurse; and to prevent danger, benches were set round the table
at such adistance asto put me out of every body's reach. However, an unlucky school-boy aimed a
hazel nut directly a my head, which very narrowly missed me; otherwise it came with so much violence,
that it would have infdlibly knocked out my brains, for it wasalmost aslarge asasmall pumpkin, but |
had the satisfaction to see the young rogue well beaten, and turned out of the room.

My master gave public notice that he would show me again the next market-day; and in the meantime
he prepared a convenient vehicle for me, which he had reason enough to do; for | was so tired with my
firdt journey, and with entertaining company for eight hours together, that | could hardly stand upon my
legs, or speak aword. It was at least three days before | recovered my strength; and that | might have no
rest a home, dl the neighbouring gentlemen from a hundred miles round, hearing of my fame, cameto
see me a my magter's own house. There could not be fewer than thirty personswith their wives and
children (for the country isvery populous;) and my master demanded the rate of afull room whenever he
showed me a home, athough it were only to asingle family; so that for sometime| had but little ease
every day of the week (except Wednesday, which istheir Sabbath,) athough | were not carried to the
town.

My master, finding how profitable | waslikely to be, resolved to carry meto the most considerable
citiesof the kingdom. Having therefore provided himsdlf with all things necessary for along journey, and
stled hisaffairs at home, he took leave of hiswife, and upon the 17th of August, 1703, about two
months after my arrival, we set out for the metropolis, Stuate near the middle of that empire, and about
three thousand miles distance from our house. My master made his daughter Glumdalclitch ride behind
him. She carried me on her lap, in abox tied about her waist. The girl had lined it on dl sdeswith the
softest cloth she could get, well quilted undernegth, furnished it with her baby's bed, provided me with
linen and other necessaries, and made everything as convenient as she could. We had no other company
but aboy of the house, who rode after us with the luggage.

My master's design was to show mein al the towns by the way, and to step out of the road for fifty
or ahundred miles, to any village, or person of quality's house, where he might expect custom. We made
easy journeys, of not above seven or eight score miles a-day; for Glumdalclitch, on purpose to spare me,
complained shewastired with the trotting of the horse. She often took me out of my box, at my own
desire, to give me air, and show me the country, but aways held me fast by aleading-string. We passed
over five or Six rivers, many degrees broader and deeper than the Nile or the Ganges: and therewas
hardly arivulet so small asthe Thames at London-bridge. We were ten weeksin our journey, and | was
shown in eghteen large towns, besides many villages, and private families.

On the 26th day of October we arrived at the metropolis, caled in their language LORBRULGRUD,
or Pride of the Universe. My master took alodging in the principa street of the city, not far from the
roya paace, and put out billsin the usua form, containing an exact description of my person and parts.
He hired alarge room between three and four hundred feet wide. He provided atable sixty feetin
diameter, upon which | wasto act my part, and pallisadoed it round three feet from the edge, and as
many high, to prevent my falling over. | was shown ten times a-day, to the wonder and satisfaction of all
people. | could now speak the language tolerably well, and perfectly understood every word, that was
spoken to me. Besides, | had learnt their dphabet, and could make a shift to explain a sentence here and
there; for Glumdal clitch had been my instructor while we were & home, and at leisure hours during our



journey. She carried alittle book in her pocket, not much larger than a Sanson's Atlas; it was acommon
tregtise for the use of young girls, giving ashort account of their religion: out of this she taught me my
letters, and interpreted the words.

PART II.CHAPTERIII.

[The author sent for to court. The queen buys him of his master the farmer, and presentshim to the
king. He disputes with his majesty's great scholars. An gpartment at court provided for the author. Heis
in high favour with the queen. He stands up for the honour of his own country. His quarrelswith the
queen'sdwart.]

T he frequent labours | underwent every day, made, in afew weeks, avery consderable changein
my health: the more my master got by me, the more insatiable he grew. | had quite lost my stomach, and
was almost reduced to a skeleton. The farmer observed it, and concluding | must soon die, resolved to
make as good a hand of me as he could. While he was thus reasoning and resolving with himsdlf, a
SARDRAL, or gentleman-usher, came from court, commanding my master to carry meimmediaey
thither for the diversion of the queen and her ladies. Some of the latter had aready been to see me, and
reported strange things of my beauty, behaviour, and good sense. Her mgjesty, and those who attended
her, were beyond measure ddighted with my demeanour. | fell on my knees, and begged the honour of
kissing her imperid foot; but this gracious princess held out her little finger towards me, after | was set on
the table, which | embraced in both my arms, and put thetip of it with the utmost respect to my lip. She
made me some genera questions about my country and my travels, which | answered asdigtinctly, and in
asfew wordsas| could. She asked, "whether | could be content to live at court?' | bowed down to the
board of the table, and humbly answered "that | was my master'sdave: but, if | were at my own disposd,
| should be proud to devote my life to her mgjesty’'s service." Shethen asked my master, "whether he
waswilling to sall mea agood price?' He, who gpprehended | could not live amonth, was ready
enough to part with me, and demanded a thousand pieces of gold, which were ordered him on the spot,
each piece being about the bigness of eight hundred moidores; but alowing for the proportion of dl things
between that country and Europe, and the high price of gold among them, was hardly so great asum asa
thousand guineas would bein England. | then said to the queen, "since | was now her majesty's most
humble creature and vassa, | must beg the favour, that Glumdal clitch, who had aways tended me with so
much care and kindness, and understood to do it so well, might be admitted into her service, and
continue to be my nurse and ingtructor.”

Her mgjesty agreed to my petition, and easily got the farmer's consent, who was glad enough to have
his daughter preferred at court, and the poor girl herself was not able to hide her joy. My late master
withdrew, bidding me farewdll, and saying he had left mein agood service; towhich | replied not a
word, only making him adight bow.

The queen observed my coldness; and, when the farmer was gone out of the apartment, asked me the
reason. | made bold to tell her mgjesty, "that | owed no other obligation to my late master, than his not
dashing out the brains of apoor harmless creature, found by chancein hisfields: which obligation was
amply recompensed, by the gain he had made in showing me through half the kingdom, and the price he
had now sold mefor. That thelife | had since led was laborious enough to kill an animd of ten times my
srength. That my hedth was much impaired, by the continua drudgery of entertaining the rabble every
hour of the day; and that, if my master had not thought my life in danger, her magesty would not have got
so chegp abargain. But as| wasout of al fear of being ill-treated under the protection of so great and
good an empress, the ornament of nature, the darling of the world, the delight of her subjects, the phoenix
of the creation, so | hoped my late master's apprehensions would appear to be groundless; for | aready



found my spiritsrevive, by theinfluence of her most august presence.”

Thiswas the sum of my speech, ddivered with great improprieties and hesitation. The latter part was
atogether framed in the style peculiar to that people, whereof | learned some phrases from Glumdalclitch,
while shewas carrying meto court.

The queen, giving great dlowance for my defectivenessin speaking, was, however, surprised a so
much wit and good sensein so diminutive an anima. Shetook mein her own hand, and carried meto the
king, who was then retired to his cabinet. His magesty, aprince of much gravity and austere countenance,
not well observing my shape at first view, asked the queen after acold manner "how long it was since she
grew fond of a SPLACNUCK?" for such it seems hetook meto be, as1 lay upon my breast in her
mgesty's right hand. But this princess, who has an infinite ded of wit and humour, set me gently on my
feet upon the scrutoire, and commanded meto give hismgesty an account of mysdlf, which | didina
very few words: and Glumdal clitch who attended at the cabinet door, and could not endure | should be
out of her sght, being admitted, confirmed all that had passed from my arriva at her father's house.

Theking, although he be aslearned a person as any in hisdominions, had been educated in the study
of philosophy, and particularly mathematics; yet when he observed my shape exactly, and saw mewalk
erect, before | began to spesk, concelved | might be a piece of clock-work (whichisin that country
arrived to avery great perfection) contrived by some ingenious artist. But when he heard my voice, and
found what | ddlivered to be regular and rationa, he could not conced his astonishment. Hewas by no
means satisfied with the relation | gave him of the manner | cameinto his kingdom, but thought it a story
concerted between Glumdalclitch and her father, who had taught me a set of wordsto make me sdll a a
better price. Upon thisimagination, he put severd other questionsto me, and still received rationd
answers. no otherwise defective than by aforeign accent, and an imperfect knowledge in the language,
with somerustic phraseswhich | had learned at the farmer's house, and did not suit the polite style of a
court.

His mgesty sent for three great scholars, who were then in their weekly waiting, according to the
custom in that country. These gentlemen, after they had awhile examined my shape with much nicety,
were of different opinions concerning me. They al agreed that | could not be produced according to the
regular laws of nature, because | was not framed with a capacity of preserving my life, either by
swiftness, or climbing of trees, or digging holesin the earth. They observed by my teeth, which they
viewed with great exactness, that | was a carnivorous animd; yet most quadrupeds being an overmatch
for me, and field mice, with some others, too nimble, they could not imagine how | should be ableto
support myself, unless| fed upon snails and other insects, which they offered, by many learned
arguments, to evincethat | could not possibly do. One of these virtuos seemed to think that | might be an
embryo, or abortive birth. But this opinion was rejected by the other two, who observed my limbsto be
perfect and finished; and that | had lived severd years, asit was manifest from my beard, the stumps
whereof they plainly discovered through a magnifying glass. They would not alow meto be adwarf,
because my littleness was beyond all degrees of comparison; for the queen's favourite dwarf, the smallest
ever known in that kingdom, was near thirty feet high. After much debate, they concluded unanimoudly,
that | wasonly RELPLUM SCALCATH, whichisinterpreted literdly LUSUSNATURAE; a
determination exactly agreeable to the modern philosophy of Europe, whose professors, disdaining the
old evasion of occult causes, whereby the followers of Aristotle endeavoured in vain to disguisethelr
ignorance, have invented thiswonderful solution of dl difficulties, to the ungpesakable advancement of
human knowledge.

After thisdecisive conclusion, | entreated to be heard aword or two. | applied mysdlf to the king, and
assured hismgesty, "that | came from a country which abounded with several millions of both sexes, and
of my own stature; where the animals, trees, and houses, were dl in proportion, and where, by
consequence, | might be as able to defend mysdlf, and to find sustenance, as any of his magjesty's subjects
could do here; which | took for afull answer to those gentlemen's arguments.” To thisthey only replied
with asmile of contempt, saying, “that the farmer had ingtructed me very well in my lesson.” Theking,
who had amuch better understanding, dismissing hislearned men, sent for the farmer, who by good
fortune was not yet gone out of town. Having therefore first examined him privately, and then confronted



him with me and the young girl, his magesty began to think that what we told him might possibly betrue.
He desired the queen to order that a particular care should be taken of me; and was of opinion that
Glumdalclitch should still continue in her office of tending me, because he observed we had a great
affection for each other. A convenient gpartment was provided for her at court: she had a sort of
governess appointed to take care of her education, amaid to dress her, and two other servantsfor
menid offices; but the care of me was wholly appropriated to herself. The queen commanded her own
cabinet-maker to contrive a box, that might serve me for abedchamber, after the model that
Glumdalclitch and | should agree upon. This man was amost ingenious artist, and according to my
direction, in three weeks finished for me awooden chamber of sixteen feet square, and twelve high, with
sash-windows, adoor, and two closets, like a London bed-chamber.

The board, that made the celling, was to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to put in abed ready
furnished by her mgesty’s uphol sterer, which Glumdal clitch took out every day to air, made it with her
own hands, and letting it down at night, locked up the roof over me. A nice workman, who was famous
for little curiosities, undertook to make me two chairs, with backs and frames, of a substance not unlike
ivory, and two tables, with a cabinet to put my thingsin. The room was quilted on al sdes, aswell asthe
floor and the ceiling, to prevent any accident from the carelessness of those who carried me, and to
break the force of ajolt, when | went in acoach. | desired alock for my door, to prevent rats and mice
from coming in. The amith, after severd attempts, made the smallest that ever was seen among them, for |
have known alarger a the gate of a gentleman's housein England. | made ashift to keep thekey ina
pocket of my own, fearing Glumdalclitch might loseit. The queen likewise ordered the thinnest silks that
could be gotten, to make me clothes, not much thicker than an English blanket, very cumbersometill |
was accustomed to them. They were after the fashion of the kingdom, partly resembling the Persian, and
partly the Chinese, and are a very grave and decent habit.

The queen became so fond of my company, that she could not dine without me. | had atable placed
upon the same at which her mgjesty ate, just at her left elbow, and achair to sit on. Glumdal clitch stood
on astool on thefloor near my table, to assist and take care of me. | had an entire set of slver dishesand
plates, and other necessaries, which, in proportion to those of the queen, were not much bigger than what
| have seen in aLondon toy-shop for the furniture of ababy-house: these my little nurse kept in her
pocket in aglver box, and gave me at meals as | wanted them, aways cleaning them hersalf. No person
dined with the queen but the two princesses roya, the eldest sixteen years old, and the younger at that
time thirteen and amonth. Her mgjesty used to put a bit of meat upon one of my dishes, out of which |
carved for mysdlf, and her diverson wasto see me eat in miniature: for the queen (who had indeed but a
weak stomach) took up, at one mouthful, as much as a dozen English farmers could eat at amedl, which
to me was for sometime avery nauseous sight. Shewould craunch the wing of alark, bonesand dll,
between her teeth, dthough it were ninetimes aslarge asthat of afull-grown turkey; and put abit of
bread into her mouth as big as two twelve-penny loaves. She drank out of agolden cup, above a
hogshead at a draught. Her knives were twice aslong as ascythe, set straight upon the handle. The
spoons, forks, and other instruments, were al in the same proportion. | remember when Glumdalclitch
carried me, out of curiosity, to see some of thetables at court, where ten or adozen of those enormous
knives and forks were lifted up together, | thought | had never till then beheld so terrible asight.

It isthe custom, that every Wednesday (which, as| have observed, istheir Sabbath) the king and
queen, with the roya issue of both sexes, dine together in the apartment of his mgjesty, to whom | was
now become agreat favourite; and at thesetimes, my little chair and table were placed at hisleft hand,
before one of the sdt-cdlars. This prince took a pleasure in conversing with me, inquiring into the
manners, reigion, laws, government, and learning of Europe; wherein | gave him the best account | was
able. His apprehension was so clear, and hisjudgment so exact, that he made very wise reflections and
observationsupon al | said. But | confess, that, after | had been alittle too copiousin talking of my own
beloved country, of our trade and wars by seaand land, of our schismsin religion, and partiesin the
state; the prejudices of his education prevailed so far, that he could not forbear taking me up in hisright
hand, and stroking me gently with the other, after ahearty fit of laughing, asked me, "whether | wasa
whig or tory?' Then turning to hisfirst minister, who waited behind him with awhite s&ff, near astall as



the mainmast of the Roya Sovereign, he observed "how contemptible a thing was human grandeur, which
could be mimicked by such diminutiveinsectsas|: and yet," sayshe, "I dare engage these creatures have
their titles and distinctions of honour; they contrive little nests and burrows, that they call housesand
cities; they make afigure in dress and equipage; they love, they fight, they dispute, they chest, they
betray!" And thus he continued on, while my colour came and went severd times, with indignation, to
hear our noble country, the mistress of arts and arms, the scourge of France, the arbitress of Europe, the
seqt of virtue, piety, honour, and truth, the pride and envy of the world, so contemptuoudly treated.

But as| was not in acondition to resent injuries, so upon mature thoughts | began to doubt whether |
wasinjured or no. For, after having been accustomed severa monthsto the sight and converse of this
people, and observed every object upon which | cast mine eyesto be of proportionable magnitude, the
horror | had at first conceived from their bulk and aspect was so far worn off, that if | had then beheld a
company of Englishlordsand ladiesin their finery and birth-day clothes, acting their severd partsinthe
most courtly manner of strutting, and bowing, and prating, to say the truth, | should have been strongly
tempted to laugh as much at them asthe king and his grandees did at me. Neither, indeed, could |
forbear smiling at myself, when the queen used to place me upon her hand towards alooking-glass, by
which both our persons appeared before mein full view together; and there could be nothing more
ridiculous than the comparison; so thet | really began to imagine mysdf dwindled many degrees below my
usud sze.

Nothing angered and mortified me so much as the queen's dwarf; who being of the lowest stature that
was ever inthat country (for | verily think hewas not full thirty feet high), became so insolent at seeing a
creature so much beneath him, that he would aways affect to swagger and look big as he passed by me
in the queen's antechamber, while | was standing on some table talking with the lords or ladies of the
court, and he seldom failed of asmart word or two upon my littleness, against which | could only revenge
mysdlf by caling him brother, challenging him to wrestle, and such repartees as are usudly in the mouths
of court pages. Oneday, at dinner, thismaiciouslittle cub was so nettled with something | had said to
him, that, raising himself upon the frame of her mgjesty's chair, he took me up by the middle, as| was
gtting down, not thinking any harm, and let me drop into alarge slver bowl of cream, and then ran away
asfast ashecould. | fell over head and ears, and, if | had not been agood swimmer, it might have gone
very hard with me; for Glumdaclitch in that ingtant happened to be at the other end of the room, and the
queen wasin such afright, that she wanted presence of mind to assst me. But my little nurseran to my
relief, and took me out, after | had swallowed above a quart of cream. | was put to bed: however, |
recelved no other damage than the loss of asuit of clothes, which was utterly spoiled. The dwarf was
soundly whipt, and as afarther punishment, forced to drink up the bowl of cream into which he had
thrown me: neither was he ever restored to favour; for soon after the queen bestowed him on alady of
high quality, so that | saw him no more, to my very grest satisfaction; for | could not tell to what
extremities such amalicious urchin might have carried his resentment.

He had before served me a scurvy trick, which set the queen a-laughing, athough at the sametime
she was heartily vexed, and would have immediately cashiered him, if | had not been so generousasto
intercede. Her magjesty had taken a marrow-bone upon her plate, and, after knocking out the marrow,
placed the bone again in the dish erect, asit stood before; the dwarf, watching his opportunity, while
Glumdal clitch was gone to the side-board, mounted the stool that she stood on to take care of me at
medls, took me up in both hands, and squeezing my legs together, wedged them into the marrow bone
above my waist, where | stuck for sometime, and made avery ridiculousfigure. | believeit wasnear a
minute before any one knew what was become of me; for | thought it below meto cry out. But, as
princes seldom get their meat hot, my legs were not scalded, only my stockings and breechesin asad
condition. The dwarf, a my entreaty, had no other punishment than a sound whipping.

| was frequently rallied by the queen upon account of my fearfulness; and she used to ask me whether
the people of my country were as great cowards as myself? The occasion wasthis: the kingdom ismuch
pestered with fliesin summer; and these odiousinsects, each of them asbig asa Dungtable lark, hardly
gavemeany rest while| sat a dinner, with their continua humming and buzzing about mine ears. They
would sometimes dight upon my victuas, and leave their loathsome excrement, or spawn behind, which



to me was very visible, though not to the natives of that country, whose large optics were not so acute as
mine, in viewing smaler objects. Sometimes they would fix upon my nose, or forehead, where they sung
meto the quick, smelling very offensively; and | could easlly trace that viscous matter, which, our
naturadiststel us, enables those creaturesto walk with their feet upwards upon aceiling. | had much ado
to defend myself againgt these detestable animal's, and could not forbear starting when they came on my
face. It was the common practice of the dwarf, to catch anumber of these insectsin hishand, as
schoolboys do among us, and let them out suddenly under my nose, on purpose to frighten me, and
divert the queen. My remedy wasto cut them in pieceswith my knife, asthey flew in the air, wherein my
dexterity was much admired.

| remember, one morning, when Glumdal clitch had set me in abox upon awindow, as she usudly did
infair daysto givemeair (for | durst not ventureto let the box be hung on anail out of the window, as
we do with cagesin England), after | had lifted up one of my sashes, and sat down a my tableto eat a
piece of sweet cake for my breskfast, above twenty wasps, dlured by the smell, cameflying into the
room, humming louder than the drones of as many bagpipes. Some of them seized my cake, and carried
it piecemed away; others flew about my head and face, confounding me with the noise, and putting mein
the utmost terror of their stings. However, | had the courage to rise and draw my hanger, and attack
themintheair. | dispatched four of them, but the rest got away, and | presently shut my window. These
insectswere aslarge as partridges: | took out their stings, found them an inch and ahdf long, and as
sharp asneedles. | carefully preserved them dl; and having since shown them, with some other
curiogities, in severa parts of Europe, upon my return to England | gave three of them to Gresham
College, and kept the fourth for mysdlf.

PART II.CHAPTERIV.

[ The country described. A proposal for correcting modern maps. The king's palace; and some
account of the metropolis. The author'sway of travelling. The chief temple described ]

| now intend to give the reader ashort description of this country, asfar as| travelled init, which was
not above two thousand miles round Lorbrulgrud, the metropolis. For the queen, whom | dways
attended, never went farther when she accompanied the king in his progresses, and there said till his
majesty returned from viewing hisfrontiers. The whole extent of this prince's dominions reaches about Six
thousand milesin length, and from three to five in breadth: whence | cannot but conclude, that our
geographers of Europe arein agreet error, by supposing nothing but sea between Japan and Cdifornig;
for it was ever my opinion, that there must be abaance of earth to counterpoise the great continent of
Tartary; and therefore they ought to correct their maps and charts, by joining thisvast tract of land to the
north-west parts of America, wherein | shall be ready to lend them my assistance.

The kingdom is a peninsula, terminated to the north-east by aridge of mountainsthirty miles high,
which are altogether impassable, by reason of the volcanoes upon the tops: neither do the most learned
know what sort of mortasinhabit beyond those mountains, or whether they beinhabited at dl. On the
three other sides, it is bounded by the ocean. There is not one sea-port in the whole kingdom: and those
parts of the coastsinto which the riversissue, are so full of pointed rocks, and the sea generaly so rough,
that thereisno venturing with the smallest of their boats; so that these people are wholly excluded from
any commerce with the rest of the world. But the large rivers are full of vessels, and abound with
excdlent fish; for they seldom get any from the sea, because the sea fish are of the same szewith thosein
Europe, and consequently not worth catching; whereby it is manifest, that nature, in the production of
plants and animas of so extraordinary abulk, iswhally confined to this continent, of which | leavethe
reasons to be determined by philosophers. However, now and then they take awhale that happensto be



dashed against the rocks, which the common people feed on heartily. These whaes | have known so
large, that aman could hardly carry one upon his shoulders; and sometimes, for curiosity, they are
brought in hampersto Lorbrulgrud; | saw one of them in adish at the king'stable, which passed for a
rarity, but | did not observe he wasfond of it; for | think, indeed, the bigness disgusted him, dthough |
have seen one somewhat larger in Greenland.

The country iswell inhabited, for it containsfifty-one cities, near a hundred walled towns, and agrest
number of villages. To satisfy my curious reader, it may be sufficient to describe Lorbrulgrud. Thiscity
stands upon amost two equd parts, on each Sde the river that passes through. 1t contains above eighty
thousand houses, and about six hundred thousand inhabitants. It isin length three GLOMGLUNGS
(which make about fifty-four English miles)) and two and ahdf in breadth; as| measured it mysdlf inthe
royal map made by the king's order, which was laid on the ground on purpose for me, and extended a
hundred feet: | paced the diameter and circumference severd times barefoot, and, computing by the
scae, measured it pretty exactly.

Theking's palaceisno regular edifice, but aheap of buildings, about seven miles round: the chief
rooms are generaly two hundred and forty feet high, and broad and long in proportion. A coach was
alowed to Glumdalclitch and me, wherein her governess frequently took her out to see the town, or go
among the shops, and | was dways of the party, carried in my box; athough the girl, at my own desire,
would often take me out, and hold mein her hand, that I might more conveniently view the houses and
the people, as we passed along the streets. | reckoned our coach to be about a square of
Westmingter-hall, but not altogether so high: however, | cannot be very exact. One day the governess
ordered our coachman to stop at severa shops, where the beggars, watching their opportunity, crowded
to the sides of the coach, and gave me the most horrible spectacle that ever a European eye beheld.
There was awoman with acancer in her breast, swelled to amonstrous size, full of holes, in two or three
of which I could have easily crept, and covered my whole body. Therewas afellow withawenin his
neck, larger than five wool-packs; and another, with a couple of wooden legs, each about twenty feet
high. But the most hateful sight of al, wasthelice crawling on their clothes. | could see digtinctly thelimbs
of these vermin with my naked eye, much better than those of a European louse through a microscope,
and their snouts with which they rooted like swine. They werethefirst | had ever beheld, and | should
have been curious enough to dissect one of them, if | had had proper instruments, which | unluckily left
behind mein the ship, although, indeed, the Sight was so nauseous, that it perfectly turned my stomach.

Besides the large box in which | was usualy carried, the queen ordered asmaller one to be made for
me, of about twelve feet square, and ten high, for the convenience of travelling; because the other was
somewhat too large for Glumdaclitch'slap, and cumbersome in the coach; it was made by the same
artist, whom | directed in the whole contrivance. Thistravelling-closet was an exact square, with a
window in the middle of three of the squares, and each window was | atticed with iron wire on the
outside, to prevent accidentsin long journeys. On the fourth side, which had no window, two strong
staples were fixed, through which the person that carried me, when | had a mind to be on horseback, put
aleathern bdlt, and buckled it about hiswaist. Thiswas dways the office of some grave trusty servant, in
whom | could confide, whether | attended the king and queen in their progresses, or were disposed to
seethe gardens, or pay avisit to some grest lady or minister of state in the court, when Glumdalclitch
happened to be out of order; for | soon began to be known and esteemed among the greatest officers, |
Suppose more upon account of their mgesties favour, than any merit of my own. Injourneys, when |
was weary of the coach, a servant on horseback would buckle on my box, and placeit upon acushion
before him; and there | had afull prospect of the country on three sides, from my three windows. | had,
inthis closet, afield-bed and a hammock, hung from the ceiling, two chairs and atable, negtly screwed to
thefloor, to prevent being tossed about by the agitation of the horse or the coach. And having been long
used to sea-voyages, those motions, although sometimes very violent, did not much discompose me.

Whenever | had amind to see thetown, it was dwaysin my travelling-closet; which Glumdaclitch
held in her lgp in akind of open sedan, after the fashion of the country, borne by four men, and attended
by two othersin the queen'slivery. The people, who had often heard of me, were very curiousto crowd
about the sedan, and the girl was complai sant enough to make the bearers stop, and to take mein her



hand, that | might be more conveniently seen.

| was very desirousto seethe chief temple, and particularly the tower belonging to it, whichis
reckoned the highest in the kingdom. Accordingly one day my nurse carried methither, but | may truly
say | came back disgppointed; for the height is not above three thousand feet, reckoning from the ground
to the highest pinnacle top; which, alowing for the difference between the sze of those people and usin
Europe, isno great matter for admiration, nor at al equa in proportion (if | rightly remember) to
Sdishury steeple. But, not to detract from anation, to which, during my life, | shdl acknowledge myself
extremely obliged, it must be alowed, that whatever thisfamous tower wantsin height, isamply made up
in beauty and strength: for the walls are near ahundred feet thick, built of hewn stone, whereof eachis
about forty feet square, and adorned on al sdeswith statues of gods and emperors, cut in marble, larger
than thelife, placed in their severd niches. | measured alittle finger which had fallen down from one of
these gatues, and lay unperceived among some rubbish, and found it exactly four feet and aninchin
length. Glumdal clitch wrapped it up in her handkerchief, and carried it home in her pocket, to keep
among other trinkets, of which the girl wasvery fond, as children at her age usudly are.

The king's kitchen isindeed a noble building, vaulted at top, and about six hundred feet high. The
great oven isnot so wide, by ten paces, asthe cupolaat St. Paul's: for | measured the latter on purpose,
after my return. But if | should describe the kitchen grate, the prodigious pots and kettles, the joints of
meet turning on the spits, with many other particulars, perhaps | should be hardly believed; at least a
severe critic would be gpt to think | enlarged alittle, astravellers are often suspected to do. To avoid
which censure | fear | have run too much into the other extreme; and that if this treatise should happen to
be trand ated into the language of Brobdingnag (which isthe general name of that kingdom,) and
transmitted thither, the king and his people would have reason to complain that | had done them an injury,
by afdse and diminutive representation.

His magesty seldom keeps above six hundred horsesin his stables: they are generdly from fifty-four to
sixty feet high. But, when he goes abroad on solemn days, heis attended, for state, by amilitary guard of
five hundred horse, which, indeed, | thought was the most splendid sight that could be ever beheld, till |
saw part of hisarmy in battalia, whereof | shal find another occasion to spesk.

PART Il.CHAPTERV.

[Severa adventurers that happened to the author. The execution of acrimina. The author shows his
kill innavigation,]

| should have lived happy enough in that country, if my littleness had not exposed meto several
ridiculous and troublesome accidents, some of which | shal venture to relate. Glumdal clitch often carried
me into the gardens of the court in my smaller box, and would sometimes take me out of it, and hold me
in her hand, or set me down to walk. | remember, before the dwarf |€ft the queen, he followed us one
day into those gardens, and my nurse having set me down, he and | being close together, near some
dwarf gppletrees, | must needs show my wit, by asilly alusion between him and the trees, which
happensto hold in their language asit doesin ours. Whereupon, the maicious rogue, watching his
opportunity, when | was walking under one of them, shook it directly over my head, by which adozen
apples, each of them near aslarge asaBristal barrel, came tumbling about my ears; one of them hit me
on the back as| chanced to stoop, and knocked me down flat on my face; but | received no other hurt,
and the dwarf was pardoned at my desire, because | had given the provocation.

Another day, Glumdaclitch left me on asmooth grass-plot to divert mysdf, while shewaked a some
distance with her governess. In the meantime, there suddenly fell such aviolent shower of hail, that | was
immediately by the force of it, struck to the ground: and when | was down, the hail stones gave me such



cruel bangsdl over the body, asif | had been pelted with tennis-balls; however, | made a shift to creep
on dl fours, and shelter mysdlf, by lying flat on my face, on thelee-sde of aborder of lemon-thyme, but
s0 bruised from head to foot, that | could not go abroad in ten days. Neither isthisat al to be wondered
at, because nature, in that country, observing the same proportion through al her operations, a hailstone
is near eighteen hundred times as large as one in Europe; which | can assert upon experience, having
been so curious asto weigh and measure them.

But amore dangerous accident happened to me in the same garden, when my little nurse, believing
she had put me in asecure place (which | often entreated her to do, that | might enjoy my own thoughts,)
and having left my box at home, to avoid the trouble of carrying it, went to another part of the garden
with her governess and some ladies of her acquaintance. While she was absent, and out of hearing, a
small white spaniel that belonged to one of the chief gardeners, having got by accident into the garden,
happened to range near the place where | lay: the dog, following the scent, came directly up, and taking
mein hismouth, ran straight to his master wagging histail, and set me gently on the ground. By good
fortune he had been so well taught, that | was carried between his teeth without the least hurt, or even
tearing my clothes. But the poor gardener, who knew me well, and had a great kindnessfor me, wasina
terrible fright: he gently took me up in both his hands, and asked me how | did? but | was so amazed and
out of breath, that | could not speak aword. In afew minutes | came to myself, and he carried me safe
to my little nurse, who, by thistime, had returned to the place where she left me, and wasin cruel agonies
when | did not appear, nor answer when she caled. She severely reprimanded the gardener on account
of hisdog. But the thing was hushed up, and never known at court, for the girl was afraid of the queen's
anger; and truly, asto mysdlf, | thought it would not be for my reputation, that such astory should go
about.

This accident absolutely determined Glumdal clitch never to trust me abroad for the future out of her
sght. | had been long afraid of this resolution, and therefore conceded from her some little unlucky
adventures, that happened in those timeswhen | was left by mysdlf. Once akite, hovering over the
garden, made astoop at me, and if | had not resolutely drawn my hanger, and run under athick espdlier,
hewould have certainly carried me away in histalons. Another time, walking to the top of afresh
mole-hill, | fell to my neck in the hole, through which that anima had cast up the earth, and coined some
lie, not worth remembering, to excuse mysdlf for spoiling my clothes. | likewise broke my right shin
againg the shell of asnail, which | happened to sumble over, as1 was waking aone and thinking on
poor England.

| cannot tell whether | were more pleased or mortified to observe, in those solitary walks, that the
smdler birds did not appear to be at al afraid of me, but would hop about within ayard's distance,
looking for worms and other food, with as much indifference and security asif no creature at al were
near them. | remember, athrush had the confidence to snatch out of my hand, with hisbill, aof cake that
Glumdaclitch had just given mefor my breakfast. When | attempted to catch any of these birds, they
would boldly turn against me, endeavouring to peck my fingers, which | durst not venture within their
reach; and then they would hop back unconcerned, to hunt for worms or snails, asthey did before. But
oneday, | took athick cudgel, and threw it with al my strength so luckily, at alinnet, that | knocked him
down, and seizing him by the neck with both my hands, ran with him in triumph to my nurse. However,
the bird, who had only been stunned, recovering himsdlf gave me so many boxes with hiswings, on both
sides of my head and body, though | held him a arm's-length, and was out of the reach of his claws, that
| was twenty times thinking to let him go. But | was soon relieved by one of our servants, who wrung of f
the bird's neck, and | had him next day for dinner, by the queen's command. Thislinnet, asnear as| can
remember, seemed to be somewhat larger than an English swan.

Themaids of honour often invited Glumda clitch to their gpartments, and desired shewould bring me
along with her, on purpose to have the pleasure of seeing and touching me. They would often strip me
naked from top to toe, and lay me at full length in their bosoms, wherewith | was much disgusted
because, to say thetruth, avery offensive smell came from their skins; which | do not mention, or intend,
to the disadvantage of those excellent ladies, for whom | have all manner of respect; but | concelve that
My sense was more acute in proportion to my littleness, and that those illustrious persons were no more



disagreeableto their lovers, or to each other, than people of the same qudlity are with usin England.
And, after dl, | found their natura smell was much more supportable, than when they used perfumes,
under which | immediately swooned away. | cannot forget, that an intimate friend of minein Lilliput, took
the freedom in awarm day, when | had used agood deal of exercise, to complain of astrong smell about
me, although | am aslittle faulty that way, as most of my sex: but | suppose hisfaculty of smelling wasas
nice with regard to me, as mine wasto that of this people. Upon this point, | cannot forbear doing justice
to the queen my mistress, and Glumdal clitch my nurse, whose persons were as sweet as those of any
lady in England.

That which gave me most uneasi ness among these maids of honour (when my nurse carried meto visit
then) was, to see them use me without any manner of ceremony, like a creature who had no sort of
consequence: for they would strip themsalves to the skin, and put on their smocksin my presence, whilel
was placed on their toilet, directly before their naked bodies, which | am sureto me was very far from
being atempting sght, or from giving me any other emotions than those of horror and disgust: their skins
appeared so coarse and uneven, so varioudy coloured, when | saw them near, with amole here and
there as broad as atrencher, and hairs hanging from it thicker than packthreads, to say nothing farther
concerning the rest of their persons. Neither did they at al scruple, while | was by, to discharge what
they had drank, to the quantity of at least two hogsheads, in avessel that held above three tuns. The
handsomest among these maids of honour, a pleasant, frolicsome girl of sixteen, would sometimes set me
adtride upon one of her nipples, with many other tricks, wherein the reader will excuse me for not being
over particular. But | was so much displeased, that | entreated Glumdalclitch to contrive some excuse for
not seeing that young lady any more.

One day, ayoung gentleman, who was nephew to my nurse's governess, came and pressed them
both to see an execution. It was of a man, who had murdered one of that gentleman'sintimate
acquaintance. Glumda clitch was prevailed on to be of the company, very much againgt her inclination, for
she was naturaly tender-hearted: and, asfor mysdf, although | abhorred such kind of spectacles, yet my
curiogty tempted me to see something that | thought must be extraordinary. The maefactor wasfixedina
chair upon ascaffold erected for that purpose, and his head cut off at one blow, with asword of about
forty feet long. The veins and arteries spouted up such aprodigious quantity of blood, and so high in the
air, that the great JET D'EAU at Versailleswas not equal to it for thetimeit lasted: and the head, when it
fdll on the scaffold floor, gave such abounce as made me start, dthough | was at least half an English mile
digant.

The queen, who often used to hear me talk of my sea-voyages, and took al occasonsto divert me
when | was melancholy, asked me whether | understood how to handle asail or an oar, and whether a
little exercise of rowing might not be convenient for my hedth?| answered, that | understood both very
well: for athough my proper employment had been to be surgeon or doctor to the ship, yet often, upon a
pinch, | was forced to work like acommon mariner. But | could not see how this could be donein their
country, where the smallest wherry was equal to afirst-rate man of war among us; and such aboat as|
could manage would never livein any of their rivers. Her mgjesty said, if | would contrive aboat, her
own joiner should makeit, and she would provide aplace for meto sl in. Thefdlow was an ingenious
workman, and by my ingtructions, in ten days, finished a pleasure-boat with adl itstackling, able
conveniently to hold eight Europeans. When it wasfinished, the queen was so delighted, that she ran with
it in her lgp to the king, who ordered it to be put into acistern full of water, with meinit, by way of trid,
where | could not manage my two sculls, or little oars, for want of room. But the queen had before
contrived another project. She ordered the joiner to make awooden trough of three hundred feet long,
fifty broad, and eight deep; which, being well pitched, to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor, dong
thewall, in an outer room of the palace. It had a cock near the bottom to let out the water, when it began
to grow stale; and two servants could easly fill it in haf an hour. Here | often used to row for my own
diverson, aswell asthat of the queen and her ladies, who thought themselveswell entertained with my
skill and agility. Sometimes | would put up my sail, and then my businesswas only to steer, whilethe
ladies gave me agde with their fans; and, when they were weary, some of their pages would blow my
sail forward with their breath, while | showed my art by steering starboard or larboard as| pleased.



When | had done, Glumdalclitch ways carried back my boat into her closet, and hung it on anail to dry.

Inthisexercise | once met an accident, which had like to have cost me my life; for, one of the pages
having put my boat into the trough, the governess who attended Glumdalclitch very officioudy lifted me
up, to place mein the boat: but | happened to dip through her fingers, and should infdlibly havefdlen
down forty feet upon thefloor, if, by the luckiest chancein theworld, | had not been stopped by a
corking-pin that stuck in the good gentlewoman's scomacher; the head of the pin passing between my
shirt and the waistband of my breeches, and thus | was held by the middle in the air, till Glumda dlitch ran
tomy rief.

Another time, one of the servants, whose office it wasto fill my trough every third day with fresh
water, was S0 careless asto let ahuge frog (not perceiving it) dip out of hispail. Thefrog lay concealed
till I was put into my boat, but then, seeing aresting-place, climbed up, and made it lean so much on one
Sde, that | wasforced to balanceit with al my weight on the other, to prevent overturning. When the
frog was got in, it hopped at once half the length of the boat, and then over my head, backward and
forward, daubing my face and clotheswith its odious dime. The largeness of its feastures made it appear
the most deformed animal that can be conceived. However, | desired Glumdalclitch to let me deal with it
aone. | banged it agood while with one of my sculls, and at |ast forced it to leap out of the boat.

But the greatest danger | ever underwent in that kingdom, was from amonkey, who belonged to one
of the clerks of the kitchen. Glumdal clitch had locked me up in her closet, while she went somewhere
upon business, or avigt. The weather being very warm, the closet-window was left open, aswell asthe
windows and the door of my bigger box, inwhich | usudly lived, because of itslargenessand
conveniency. Asl sat quietly meditating at my table, | heard something bouncein at the closet-window,
and skip about from one side to the other: whereat, athough | was much aarmed, yet | ventured to look
out, but not stirring from my seet; and then | saw thisfrolicsome animal frisking and legping up and down,
till at last he came to my box, which he seemed to view with great pleasure and curiosity, pesping in at
the door and every window. | retreated to the farther corner of my room; or box; but the monkey
looking in at every Sde, put mein such afright, that | wanted presence of mind to conced mysaf under
the bed, as| might easily have done. After sometime spent in peeping, grinning, and chattering, he at last
espied me; and reaching one of his pawsin at the door, as a cat does when she plays with amouse,
athough | often shifted place to avoid him, he a length seized the lappet of my coat (which being made of
that country silk, was very thick and strong), and dragged me out. He took me up in hisright fore-foot
and held me as a nurse does a child she isgoing to suckle, just as| have seen the same sort of creature
do with akitten in Europe; and when | offered to struggle he squeezed me so hard, that | thought it more
prudent to submit. | have good reason to believe, that he took me for ayoung one of his own species, by
his often stroking my face very gently with his other paw. In these diversions he wasinterrupted by a
noise at the closet door, asif somebody were opening it: whereupon he suddenly lesped up to the
window a which he had come in, and thence upon the leads and gutters, walking upon three legs, and
holding mein the fourth, till he clambered up to aroof that was next to ours. | heard Glumdalclitch givea
ghriek a the moment he was carrying me out. The poor girl was almost distracted: that quarter of the
palacewas al in an uproar; the servants ran for ladders; the monkey was seen by hundredsin the court,
gtting upon the ridge of abuilding, holding me like ababy in one of hisforepaws, and feeding me with the
other, by cramming into my mouth some victuals he had squeezed out of the bag on one side of his
chaps, and patting me when | would not eat; whereat many of the rabble below could not forbear
laughing; neither do | think they justly ought to be blamed, for, without question, the Sight was ridiculous
enough to every body but mysalf. Some of the people threw up stones, hoping to drive the monkey
down; but thiswas gtrictly forbidden, or else, very probably, my brains had been dashed out.

The ladders were now applied, and mounted by severa men; which the monkey observing, and
finding himsdf dmaost encompassed, not being able to make speed enough with histhreelegs, let me
drop on aridgetile, and made his escape. Here | sat for sometime, five hundred yards from the ground,
expecting every moment to be blown down by the wind, or to fall by my own giddiness, and come
tumbling over and over from the ridge to the eaves; but an honest lad, one of my nurse's footmen,
climbed up, and putting me into his breeches pocket, brought me down safe,



| was dmost choked with thefilthy stuff the monkey had crammed down my throat: but my deer little
nurse picked it out of my mouth with asmdl needle, and then | fell avomiting, which gave me greet relief.
Y et | was so weak and bruised in the sides with the squeezes given me by this odious animd, that | was
forced to keep my bed afortnight. The king, queen, and al the court, sent every day to inquire after my
hedlth; and her mgjesty made me severd vidts during my sickness. The monkey waskilled, and an order
made, that no such animal should be kept about the palace.

When | attended the king after my recovery, to return him thanks for hisfavours, he was pleased to
rally me agood dedl upon this adventure. He asked me, "what my thoughts and speculations were, while
| lay inthe monkey's paw; how | liked the victuas he gave me; his manner of feeding; and whether the
fresh air on the roof had sharpened my stomach." He desired to know, "what | would have done upon
such an occasion in my own country.” | told hismgjesty, "that in Europe we had no monkeys, except
such as were brought for curiosity from other places, and so smadll, that | could deal with adozen of them
together, if they presumed to attack me. And asfor that monstrous anima with whom | was so lately
engaged (it was indeed aslarge as an eephant), if my fears had suffered meto think so far asto make
use of my hanger," (looking fiercely, and clapping my hand on the hilt, as | spoke) "when he poked his
paw into my chamber, perhaps| should have given him such awound, aswould have made him glad to
withdraw it with more haste than he put it in.” This| ddlivered in afirm tone, like a person who was
jedlouslest his courage should be called in question. However, my speech produced nothing €lse beside
alaud laughter, which al the respect due to his mgesty from those about him could not make them
contain. This made me reflect, how vain an attempt it isfor aman to endeavour to do himsdf honour
among those who are out of al degree of equdity or comparison with him. And yet | have seen the moral
of my own behaviour very frequent in England since my return; where alittle contemptible varlet, without
the least title to birth, person, wit, or common sense, shall presumeto look with importance, and put
himsealf upon afoot with the greatest persons of the kingdom.

| was every day furnishing the court with some ridiculous story: and Glumdalclitch, dthough sheloved
me to excess, yet was arch enough to inform the queen, whenever | committed any folly that she thought
would be diverting to her mgjesty. The girl, who had been out of order, was carried by her governessto
take the air about an hour's distance, or thirty milesfrom town. They adighted out of the coach near a
amall foot-path in afied, and Glumdaclitch setting down my travelling box, | went out of it to walk.
There was a cow-dung in the path, and | must need try my activity by atempting to leap over it. | took a
run, but unfortunately jumped short, and found myself just in the middle up to my knees. | waded through
with some difficulty, and one of the footmen wiped me as clean as he could with his handkerchief, for |
wasfilthily bemired; and my nurse confined meto my box, till we returned home; where the queen was
soon informed of what had passed, and the footmen spread it about the court: so that al the mirth for
some dayswas a my expense.

PART II.CHAPTER VI.

[Severd contrivances of the author to please the king and queen. He shows his skill inmusic. The
king inquiresinto the state of England, which the author relates to him. The king's observations thereon.]

| used to attend the king's levee once or twice aweek, and had often seen him under the barber's
hand, which indeed was at first very terrible to behold; for the razor was amost twice aslong asan
ordinary scythe. His mgjesty, according to the custom of the country, was only shaved twice a-week. |
once prevailed on the barber to give me some of the suds or lather, out of which | picked forty or fifty of
the strongest sumps of hair. | then took a piece of finewood, and cut it like the back of acomb, making
severd holesinit at equa distanceswith assmall aneedleas| could get from Glumdaclitch. | fixed inthe



sumps so atificidly, scraping and doping them with my knife toward the points, that | made avery
tolerable comb; which was a seasonable supply, my own being so much broken in the teeth, that it was
amost useless: neither did | know any artist in that country so nice and exact, as would undertake to
make me another.

And this puts me in mind of an amusement, wherein | spent many of my leisure hours. | desired the
gueen’'swoman to save for me the combings of her magjesty's hair, whereof in time | got agood quantity;
and consulting with my friend the cabinet-maker, who had received general ordersto do little jobs for
me, | directed him to make two chair-frames, no larger than those | had in my box, and to borelittle
holes with afine awl, round those parts where | designed the backs and seets; through these holes|
wove the strongest hairs | could pick out, just after the manner of cane chairsin England. When they
werefinished, | made a present of them to her mgjesty; who kept them in her cabinet, and used to show
them for curiogities, asindeed they were the wonder of every one that beheld them. The queen would
have me st upon one of these chairs, but | absolutely refused to obey her, protesting | would rather die
than place adishonourable part of my body on those precious hairs, that once adorned her mgesty's
head. Of these hairs (as | had aways amechanical genius) | likewise made anedt little purse, about five
feet long, with her majesty's name deciphered in gold letters, which | gave to Glumdaclitch, by the
gueen's consent. To say thetruth, it was more for show than use, being not of strength to bear the weight
of thelarger coins, and therefore she kept nothing in it but somelittle toysthat girls are fond of .

Theking, who delighted in music, had frequent concerts at court, to which | was sometimes carried,
and set in my box on atable to hear them: but the noise was so great that | could hardly distinguish the
tunes. | am confident that al the drums and trumpets of aroya army, beating and sounding together just
at your ears, could not equal it. My practice was to have my box removed from the place where the
performers sat, asfar as| could, then to shut the doors and windows of it, and draw the window
curtains, after which | found their music not disagreeable.

| had learned in my youth to play alittle upon the spinet. Glumdal clitch kept onein her chamber, and a
master attended twice a-week to teach her: | called it a spinet, because it somewhat resembled that
ingtrument, and was played upon in the same manner. A fancy cameinto my head, that | would entertain
the king and queen with an English tune upon thisinstrument. But this gppeared extremely difficult: for the
Spinet was near sixty feet long, each key being amost afoot wide, so that with my arms extended | could
not reach to above five keys, and to press them down required agood smart stroke with my fist, which
would be too great alabour, and to no purpose. The method | contrived was this: | prepared two round
sticks, about the bigness of common cudgels, they were thicker at one end than the other, and | covered
the thicker ends with pieces of amouse's skin, that by rapping on them | might neither damage the tops of
the keys nor interrupt the sound. Before the spinet a bench was placed, about four feet below the keys,
and | was put upon the bench. | ran sdeling upon it, that way and this, asfast as| could, banging the
proper keyswith my two gticks, and made a shift to play ajig, to the great satisfaction of both their
majesties; but it was the most violent exercise | ever underwent; and yet | could not strike above sixteen
keys, nor consequently play the bass and treble together, as other artists do; which was a great
disadvantage to my performance.

The king, who, as | before observed, was a prince of excellent understanding, would frequently order
that 1 should be brought in my box, and set upon the tablein his closet: he would then command meto
bring one of my chairs out of the box, and sit down within three yards distance upon the top of the
cabinet, which brought me amost to aleve with hisface. In thismanner | had severd conversationswith
him. | one day took the freedom to tell his magesty, "that the contempt he discovered towards Europe,
and the rest of the world, did not seem answerable to those excellent qudities of mind that he was master
of; that reason did not extend itsalf with the bulk of the body; on the contrary, we observed in our
country, that the tallest persons were usualy the least provided with it; that among other animals, bees
and ants had the reputation of more industry, art, and sagacity, than many of the larger kinds; and that, as
inconsiderable ashetook meto be, | hoped | might liveto do his mgjesty some signd service." Theking
heard me with attention, and began to concelve amuch better opinion of me than he had ever before. He
desired "1 would give him as exact an account of the government of England as | possibly could; because,



asfond as princes commonly are of their own customs (for so he conjectured of other monarchs, by my
former discourses), he should be glad to hear of any thing that might deserve imitation.”

Imagine with thyself, courteous reader, how often | then wished for the tongue of Demosthenes or
Cicero, that might have enabled me to celebrate the praise of my own dear native country in astyle equal
toitsmeritsand felicity.

| began my discourse by informing his majesty, that our dominions consisted of two idands, which
composed three mighty kingdoms, under one sovereign, beside our plantationsin America. | dwelt long
upon the fertility of our soil, and the temperature of our climate. | then spoke at large upon the
condtitution of an English parliament; partly made up of an illustrious body called the House of Peers;
persons of the noblest blood, and of the most ancient and ample patrimonies. | described that
extraordinary care dways taken of their education in arts and arms, to qualify them for being counsellors
both to the king and kingdom; to have a share in the legidature; to be members of the highest court of
judicature, whence there can be no apped; and to be champions aways ready for the defence of their
prince and country, by their valour, conduct, and fiddlity. That these were the ornament and bulwark of
the kingdom, worthy followers of their most renowned ancestors, whose honour had been the reward of
their virtue, from which their posterity were never once known to degenerate. To these were joined
severad holy persons, as part of that assembly, under thetitle of bishops, whose peculiar businessisto
take care of religion, and of those who ingtruct the people therein. These were searched and sought out
through the whole nation, by the prince and hiswisest counsdllors, among such of the priesthood as were
most deservedly digtinguished by the sanctity of their lives, and the depth of their erudition; who were
indeed the spiritud fathers of the clergy and the people.

That the other part of the parliament consisted of an assembly called the House of Commons, who
weredl principa gentlemen, fredly picked and culled out by the people themselves, for their great
abilitiesand love of their country, to represent the wisdom of the whole nation. And that these two bodies
made up the most august assembly in Europe; to whom, in conjunction with the prince, the whole
legidaureis committed.

| then descended to the courts of justice; over which the judges, those venerable sages and
interpreters of the law, presided, for determining the disputed rights and properties of men, aswell asfor
the punishment of vice and protection of innocence. | mentioned the prudent management of our treasury;
the valour and achievements of our forces, by seaand land. | computed the number of our people, by
reckoning how many millions there might be of each religious sect, or poalitica party among us. | did not
omit even our sports and pastimes, or any other particular which | thought might redound to the honour
of my country. And | finished dl with abrief historica account of affairs and eventsin England for about a
hundred years past.

This conversation was not ended under five audiences, each of severa hours; and the king heard the
whole with great attention, frequently taking notes of what | spoke, aswell as memorandums of what
questions he intended to ask me.

When | had put an end to these long discources, his mgjesty, in asixth audience, consulting his notes,
proposed many doubts, queries, and objections, upon every article. He asked, "What methods were
used to cultivate the minds and bodies of our young nobility, and in what kind of businessthey commonly
spent the first and teachable parts of their lives? What course was taken to supply that assembly, when
any noble family became extinct? What qualifications were necessary in those who are to be created new
lords: whether the humour of the prince, asum of money to acourt lady, or adesign of strengthening a
party opposite to the public interest, ever happened to be the mative in those advancements? What share
of knowledge these lords had in the laws of their country, and how they came by it, so asto enable them
to decide the properties of their fellow-subjectsin the last resort? Whether they were dways so free from
avarice, partiadities, or want, that abribe, or some other sinister view, could have no place among them?
Whether those holy lords | spoke of were always promoted to that rank upon account of their
knowledge in religious matters, and the sanctity of their lives, had never been complierswith the times,
while they were common priests; or davish progtitute chaplains to some nobleman, whose opinionsthey
continued servildly to follow, after they were admitted into that assembly?”



He then desired to know, "What arts were practised in eecting those whom | called commoners:
whether astranger, with astrong purse, might not influence the vulgar votersto choose him before their
own landlord, or the most considerable gentleman in the neighbourhood? How it came to pass, that
people were so violently bent upon getting into this assembly, which | dlowed to be agresat trouble and
expense, often to the ruin of their families, without any salary or pension? because this appeared such an
exdted dtrain of virtue and public spirit, that his majesty seemed to doubt it might possibly not be dways
sncere”

And he desired to know, "Whether such zeal ous gentlemen could have any views of refunding
themselvesfor the charges and trouble they were at by sacrificing the public good to the designs of a
weak and vicious prince, in conjunction with acorrupted ministry?' He multiplied his questions, and sifted
me thoroughly upon every part of this head, proposing numberlessinquiries and objections, which | think
it not prudent or convenient to repedt.

Uponwhat | said inrelation to our courts of justice, his mgjesty desired to be satisfied in severa
points. and this| was the better able to do, having been formerly amost ruined by along suit in chancery,
which was decreed for me with costs. He asked, "What time was usualy spent in determining between
right and wrong, and what degree of expense? Whether advocates and orators had liberty to plead in
causes manifestly known to be unjust, vexatious, or oppressive? Whether party, in religion or politics,
were observed to be of any weight in the scale of justice? Whether those pleading orators were persons
educated in the general knowledge of equity, or only in provincid, nationd, and other locadl customs?
Whether they or their judges had any part in penning those laws, which they assumed the liberty of
interpreting, and glossing upon at their pleasure? Whether they had ever, at different times, pleaded for
and against the same cause, and cited precedents to prove contrary opinions? Whether they were arich
or apoor corporation? Whether they received any pecuniary reward for pleading, or ddlivering their
opinions? And particularly, whether they were ever admitted as membersin the lower senate?’

Hefdl next upon the management of our treasury; and said, "he thought my memory had failed me,
because | computed our taxes at about five or six millions a-year, and when | came to mention the issues,
he found they sometimes amounted to more than double; for the notes he had taken were very particular
in this point, because he hoped, as he told me, that the knowledge of our conduct might be useful to him,
and he could not be deceived in his calculations. But, if what | told him weretrue, hewas Hill at aloss
how a kingdom could run out of its estate, like a private person.” He asked me, "who were our creditors,
and where we found money to pay them?' He wondered to hear me talk of such chargeable and
expensvewars, "that certainly we must be a quarrel some people, or live among very bad neighbours,
and that our generals must needs be richer than our kings." He asked, what business we had out of our
own idands, unless upon the score of trade, or treaty, or to defend the coasts with our fleet?' Aboveadl,
he was amazed to hear me talk of amercenary standing army, in the midst of peace, and among afree
people. He said, "if we were governed by our own consent, in the persons of our representatives, he
could not imagine of whom we were afraid, or against whom we wereto fight; and would hear my
opinion, whether a private man's house might not be better defended by himsdlf, his children, and family,
than by haf-a-dozen rascas, picked up at aventure in the streets for small wages, who might get a
hundred times more by cutting their throats?'

Helaughed at my "odd kind of arithmetic,” ashe was pleased to cadl it, "in reckoning the numbers of
our people, by acomputation drawn from the severa sectsamong us, in religion and palitics.” He said,
"he knew no reason why those, who entertain opinions prejudicia to the public, should be obliged to
change, or should not be obliged to conced them. And asit wastyranny in any government to require the
firgt, so it was weakness not to enforce the second: for aman may be allowed to keep poisonsin his
clost, but not to vend them about for cordials.”

He observed, "that among the diversions of our nobility and gentry, | had mentioned gaming: he
desired to know at what age this entertainment was usualy taken up, and when it was laid down; how
much of their time it employed; whether it ever went so high asto affect their fortunes, whether mean,
vicious people, by their dexterity in that art, might not arrive at greeat riches, and sometimes keep our very
noblesin dependence, aswdll as habituate them to vile companions, wholly take them from the



improvement of their minds, and force them, by the losses they received, to learn and practise that
infamous dexterity upon others?'

He was perfectly astonished with the historical account gave him of our affairs during the last century;
protesting it was only a heap of conspiracies, rebellions, murders, massacres, revolutions, banishments,
the very worst effectsthat avarice, faction, hypocrisy, perfidiousness, cruety, rage, madness, hatred,
envy, lugt, malice, and ambition, could produce.”

Hismgjesty, in another audience, was at the pains to recapitul ate the sum of dl | had spoken;
compared the questions he made with the answers | had given; then taking meinto his hands, and
gtroking me gently, delivered himsdlf in these words, which | shal never forget, nor the manner he spoke
themin: "My little friend Grildrig, you have made amaost admirable panegyric upon your country; you
have clearly proved, that ignorance, idleness, and vice, arethe proper ingredientsfor qudifying a
legidator; that laws are best explained, interpreted, and gpplied, by those whose interest and abilitieslie
in perverting, confounding, and €uding them. | observe among you some lines of an ingtitution, which, in
itsoriginal, might have been tolerable, but these half erased, and the rest wholly blurred and blotted by
corruptions. It does not appear, from al you have said, how any one perfection isrequired toward the
procurement of any one station among you;, much less, that men are ennobled on account of ther virtue;
that priests are advanced for their piety or learning; soldiers, for their conduct or valour; judges, for their
integrity; senators, for thelove of their country; or counsdlorsfor their wisdom. Asfor yoursdf,"
continued the king, "who have spent the greatest part of your lifein travelling, | am well disposed to hope
you may hitherto have escaped many vices of your country. But by what | have gathered from your own
relation, and the answers | have with much pains wrung and extorted from you, | cannot but conclude the
bulk of your nativesto be the most pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever suffered to
crawl upon the surface of the earth.”

PART II.CHAPTER VII.

[The author'slove of his country. He makes a proposal of much advantage to the king, whichis
rgjected. Theking's great ignorancein palitics. Thelearning of that country very imperfect and confined.
Thelaws, and military affairs, and partiesin the state.]

N othing but an extreme love of truth could have hindered me from concealing this part of my story.
It wasin vain to discover my resentments, which were dwaysturned into ridicule; and | wasforced to
rest with patience, while my noble and beloved country was so injurioudy treated. | am as heartily sorry
asany of my readers can possibly be, that such an occasion was given: but this prince happened to be so
curious and inquiditive upon every particular, that it could not congst either with gratitude or good
manners, to refuse giving him what satisfaction | was able. Y et thus much | may be alowed to say in my
own vindication, that | artfully eluded many of his questions, and gave to every point amore favourable
turn, by many degrees, than the strictness of truth would alow. For | have always borne that laudable
partiaity to my own country, which Dionysius Halicarnassens's, with so much justice, recommendsto an
higtorian: | would hide the frailties and deformities of my politica mother, and place her virtuesand
beauties in the most advantageous light. Thiswas my sincere endeavour in those many discourses| had
with that monarch, athough it unfortunately failed of success.

But great alowances should be given to aking, who liveswholly secluded from the rest of the world,
and must therefore be dtogether unacquainted with the manners and customsthat most prevail in other
nations: the want of which knowledge will ever produce many prejudices, and a certain narrowness of
thinking, from which we, and the politer countries of Europe, are wholly exempted. And it would be hard
indeed, if SO remote a prince's notions of virtue and vice were to be offered as a standard for all mankind.



To confirmwhat | have now said, and further to show the miserable effects of a confined education, |
shdl hereinsert apassage, which will hardly obtain belief. In hopesto ingratiate mysdlf further into his
majesty'sfavour, | told him of "an invention, discovered between three and four hundred years ago, to
make a certain powder, into ahegp of which, the smallest spark of fire faling, would kindle thewholein
amoment, athough it were asbig asamountain, and makeit al fly up in the air together, with anoise
and agitation greater than thunder. That a proper quantity of this powder rammed into a hollow tube of
brass or iron, according to its bigness, would drive abal of iron or lead, with such violence and speed,
as nothing was able to sustain itsforce. That the largest balls thus discharged, would not only destroy
whole ranks of an army at once, but batter the strongest walls to the ground, sink down ships, with a
thousand men in each, to the bottom of the sea, and when linked together by a chain, would cut through
measts and rigging, divide hundreds of bodiesin the middle, and lay al waste before them. That we often
put this powder into large hollow balls of iron, and discharged them by an engine into some city we were
besieging, which would rip up the pavements, tear the housesto pieces, burst and throw splinterson
every sde, dashing out the brains of al who came near. That | knew the ingredients very well, which
were chegp and common; | understood the manner of compounding them, and could direct hisworkmen
how to make those tubes, of a size proportionable to dl other thingsin his magesty's kingdom, and the
largest need not be above a hundred feet long; twenty or thirty of which tubes, charged with the proper
quantity of powder and balls, would batter down the walls of the strongest town in hisdominionsin afew
hours, or destroy the whole metropoalis, if ever it should pretend to dispute his absolute commands.” This
| humbly offered to his mgesty, asasmall tribute of acknowledgment, in turn for so many marksthet |
had received, of hisroya favour and protection.

Theking was struck with horror at the description | had given of those terrible engines, and the
proposal | had made. ""He was amazed, how so impotent and grovelling aninsect as 1" (these were his
expressons) "could entertain such inhuman ideas, and in so familiar amanner, asto gppear wholly
unmoved at al the scenes of blood and desolation which | had painted as the common effects of those
destructive machines, whereof," he said, "some evil genius, enemy to mankind, must have been the first
contriver. Asfor himsalf, he protested, that although few things delighted him so much as new discoveries
inart or in nature, yet he would rather lose hdf hiskingdom, than be privy to such a secret; which he
commanded me, as| vaued any life, never to mention any more.”

A strange effect of narrow principlesand views! that a prince possessed of every quality which
procures veneration, love, and esteem; of strong parts, great wisdom, and profound learning, endowed
with admirable talents, and aimost adored by his subjects, should, from anice, unnecessary scruple,
whereof in Europe we can have no conception, et dip an opportunity put into his hands that would have
made him absolute master of the lives, the liberties, and the fortunes of his people! Neither do | say this,
with the least intention to detract from the many virtues of that excellent king, whose character, | am
sensble, will, on this account, be very much lessened in the opinion of an English reader: but | tekethis
defect among them to have risen from their ignorance, by not having hitherto reduced politicsinto a
science, asthe more acute wits of Europe have done. For, | remember very well, in adiscourse one day
with the king, when | happened to say, "there were several thousand books among us written upon the
art of government,” it gave him (directly contrary to my intention) avery mean opinion of our
understandings. He professed both to abominate and despise dl mystery, refinement, and intrigue, either
inaprince or aminister. He could not tell what | meant by secrets of state, where an enemy, or some
rival nation, were not in the case. He confined the knowledge of governing within very narrow bounds, to
common sense and reason, to justice and lenity, to the speedy determination of civil and criminal causes,
with some other obvious topics, which are not worth considering. And he gave it for hisopinion, "that
whoever could make two ears of corn, or two blades of grass, to grow upon a spot of ground where
only one grew before, would deserve better of mankind, and do more essential serviceto his country,
than the whole race of politicians put together.”

Thelearning of this peopleis very defective, conssting only in mordity, history, poetry, and
mathematics, wherein they must be dlowed to excd. But the last of theseiswholly gpplied to what may
be useful inlife, to theimprovement of agriculture, and al mechanicd arts; so that among us, it would be



little esteemed. And asto idess, entities, abstractions, and transcendentals, | could never drive the least
conception into their heads.

No law in that country must exceed in words the number of |ettersin their alphabet, which conssts
only of two and twenty. But indeed few of them extend even to that length. They are expressed in the
mogt plain and smple terms, wherein those people are not mercurial enough to discover above one
interpretation: and to write acomment upon any law, isacapita crime. Asto the decision of civil causes,
or proceedings againg criminals, their precedents are so few, that they have little reason to boast of any
extreordinary kill in e@ther.

They have had the art of printing, aswell asthe Chinese, time out of mind: but their libraries are not
very large; for that of the king, which is reckoned the largest, does not amount to above athousand
volumes, placed in agallery of twelve hundred feet long, whence | had liberty to borrow what books |
pleased. The queen'sjoiner had contrived in one of Glumdalclitch's rooms, akind of wooden machine
five-and-twenty feet high, formed like a standing ladder; the steps were each fifty feet long. It wasindeed
amovegble pair of airs, thelowest end placed at ten feet distance from thewall of the chamber. The
book | had amind to read, was put up leaning againgt thewall: | first mounted to the upper step of the
ladder, and turning my face towards the book, began at the top of the page, and so walking to the right
and |eft about eight or ten paces, according to the length of thelines, till | had gotten alittle below the
level of mine eyes, and then descending gradudly till | came to the bottom: after which | mounted again,
and began the other page in the same manner, and so turned over the leaf, which | could easily do with
both my hands, for it was as thick and stiff as a pasteboard, and in the largest folios not above eighteen
or twenty feet long.

Their syleisclear, masculine, and smooth, but not florid; for they avoid nothing more than multiplying
unnecessary words, or using various expressions. | have perused many of their books, especialy thosein
history and moraity. Among therest, | was much diverted with alittle old trestise, which dwayslay in
Glumdalclitch's bed chamber, and belonged to her governess, agrave ederly gentlewoman, who dedlt in
writings of mordity and devotion. The book treats of the weakness of human kind, and isin little esteem,
except among the women and the vulgar. However, | was curious to see what an author of that country
could say upon such a subject. Thiswriter went through al the usua topics of European moraists,
showing "how diminutive, contemptible, and hel pless an anima was man in his own nature; how unableto
defend himself from inclemencies of the air, or the fury of wild beasts: how much he was excelled by one
creature in strength, by another in speed, by athird in foresight, by afourth inindustry.” He added, "that
nature was degenerated in these latter declining ages of the world, and could now produce only small
abortive births, in comparison of thosein ancient times." He said it was very reasonable to think, not
only that the pecies of men were originally much larger, but dso that there must have been giantsin
former ages; which, asit isasserted by history and tradition, so it has been confirmed by huge bones and
skulls, casudly dug up in severa parts of the kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindled race of men
inour days." He argued, "that the very laws of nature absolutely required we should have been made, in
the beginning of asize more large and robust; not so liable to destruction from every little accident, of a
tilefaling from ahouse, or astone cast from the hand of aboy, or being drowned in alittle brook." From
thisway of reasoning, the author drew severa mord applications, ussful in the conduct of life, but
needless here to repeat. For my own part, | could not avoid reflecting how universally thistaent was
spread, of drawing lecturesin mordlity, or indeed rather matter of discontent and repining, from the
quarrdswe raise with nature. And | believe, upon adrict inquiry, those quarrels might be shown as
ill-grounded among us asthey are among that people.

Asto therr military affairs, they boast that the king's army consists of a hundred and seventy-six
thousand foot, and thirty-two thousand horse: if that may be called an army, which is made up of
tradesmen in the severd cities, and farmersin the country, whose commanders are only the nobility and
gentry, without pay or reward. They areindeed perfect enough in their exercises, and under very good
discipline, wherein | saw no great merit; for how should it be otherwise, where every farmer isunder the
command of hisown landlord, and every citizen under that of the principa menin hisown city, chosen
after the manner of Venice, by balot?



| have often seen the militiaof Lorbrulgrud drawn out to exercise, in agreet field near the city of
twenty miles square. They werein dl not above twenty-five thousand foot, and six thousand horse; but it
wasimpossible for me to compute their number, considering the space of ground they took up. A
cavdier, mounted on alarge steed, might be about ninety feet high. | have seen thiswhole body of horse,
upon aword of command, draw their swords at once, and brandish them in the air.

Imagination can figure nothing o grand, so surprising, and so astonishing! it looked asif ten thousand
flashes of lightning were darting at the same time from every quarter of the sky.

| was curious to know how this prince, to whose dominions there is no access from any other
country, cameto think of armies, or to teach his people the practice of military discipline. But | was soon
informed, both by conversation and reading their histories; for, in the course of many ages, they have
been troubled with the same disease to which the whole race of mankind is subject; the nobility often
contending for power, the people for liberty, and the king for absolute dominion. All which, however
happily tempered by the laws of that kingdom, have been sometimes violated by each of the three
parties, and have more than once occasioned civil wars; the last whereof was happily put an end to by
this prince's grand-father, in agenera composition; and the militia, then settled with common consent, has
been ever since kept in the strictest duty.

PART II.CHAPTER VIII.

[ The king and queen make aprogressto the frontiers. The author attends them. The manner in which
he leavesthe country very particularly related. He returnsto England.]

| had awaysastrong impulsethat | should some time recover my liberty, though it wasimpossible to
conjecture by what means, or to form any project with the least hope of succeeding. The shipinwhich|
saled, wasthefirst ever known to be driven within sight of that coast, and the king had given drict
orders, that if at any time another appeared, it should be taken ashore, and with al its crew and
passengers brought in atumbril to Lorbrulgrud. He was strongly bent to get me awoman of my own size,
by whom I might propagate the breed: but | think | should rather have died than undergone the disgrace
of leaving a posterity to be kept in cages, like tame canary-birds, and perhaps, in time, sold about the
kingdom, to persons of qudity, for curiogties. | wasindeed treated with much kindness: | wasthe
favourite of agreat king and queen, and the delight of the whole court; but it was upon such afoot asill
became the dignity of humankind. | could never forget those domestic pledges | had Ieft behind me. |
wanted to be among people, with whom | could converse upon even terms, and walk about the streets
and fidds without being afraid of being trod to death like afrog or ayoung puppy. But my deliverance
came sooner than | expected, and in amanner not very common; the whole story and circumstances of
which | shdl faithfully rdate.

| had now been two yearsin this country; and about the beginning of the third, Glumdalclitchand |
attended the king and queen, in a progress to the south coast of the kingdom. | was carried, asusud, in
my travelling-box, which as| have aready described, was a very convenient clost, of twelve feet wide.
And | had ordered a hammock to be fixed, by silken ropes from the four corners at the top, to bresak the
jolts, when a servant carried me before him on horseback, as | sometimes desired; and would often deep
in my hammock, while we were upon the road. On the roof of my closet, not directly over the middle of
the hammock, | ordered the joiner to cut out a hole of afoot square, to give meair in hot wesather, as|
dept; which hole | shut at pleasure with aboard that drew backward and forward through a groove.

When we came to our journey's end, the king thought proper to pass afew days at apalace he has
near Hanflasnic, acity within eighteen English miles of the seasde. Glumdalclitch and | were much
fatigued: | had gotten asmall cold, but the poor girl was soill asto be confined to her chamber. | longed



to see the ocean, which must be the only scene of my escape, if ever it should happen. | pretended to be
worsethan | really was, and desired leave to take the fresh air of the sea, with a page, whom | was very
fond of, and who had sometimes been trusted with me. | shal never forget with what unwillingness
Glumdalclitch consented, nor the trict charge she gave the page to be careful of me, burgting at the same
timeinto aflood of tears, asif she had some forboding of what was to happen. The boy took me out in
my box, about half an hours walk from the palace, towards the rocks on the seashore. | ordered him to
set me down, and lifting up one of my sashes, cast many awistful melancholy look towardsthe sea. |
found mysdlf not very well, and told the page that | had amind to take anap in my hammock, which |
hoped would do me good. | got in, and the boy shut the window close down, to keep out the cold. |
soon fell adeep, and al | can conjectureis, while | dept, the page, thinking no danger could happen,
went among the rocks to ook for birds eggs, having before observed him from my window searching
about, and picking up one or two in the clefts. Bethat asit will, | found myself suddenly awaked with a
violent pull upon thering, which was fastened &t the top of my box for the conveniency of carriage. | felt
my box raised very high in the air, and then borne forward with prodigious speed. Thefirgt jolt had liketo
have shaken me out of my hammock, but afterward the motion was easy enough. | caled out severa
times, asloud as| could raise my voice, but al to no purpose. | looked towards my windows, and could
see nothing but the clouds and sky. | heard anoise just over my heed, like the clapping of wings, and
then began to perceive the woful condition | wasin; that some eagle had got the ring of my box in his
beak, with an intent to let it fal on arock, like atortoisein ashell, and then pick out my body, and
devour it: for the sagacity and smdll of this bird enables him to discover hisquarry at agreat distance,
though better concedled than | could be within atwo-inch board.

Inalittletime, | observed the noise and flutter of wingsto increase very fast, and my box was tossed
up and down, likeasigninawindy day. | heard severd bangs or buffets, as| thought given to the eagle
(for such I am certain it must have been that held the ring of my box in his begk), and then, dl ona
sudden, felt myself faling perpendicularly down, for above aminute, but with such incredible swiftness,
that | dmost lost my breath. My fal was stopped by aterrible squash, that sounded louder to my ears
than the cataract of Niagara; after which, | was quite in the dark for another minute, and then my box
began to rise so high, that | could seelight from the tops of the windows. | now perceived | wasfalen
into the sea. My box, by the weight of my body, the goods that were in, and the broad plates of iron
fixed for strength at the four corners of the top and bottom, floated about five feet deep in water. | did
then, and do now suppose, that the eagle which flew away with my box was pursued by two or three
others, and forced to let me drop, while he defended himself against the rest, who hoped to share in the
prey. The plates of iron fastened at the bottom of the box (for those were the strongest) preserved the
balance whileit fell, and hindered it from being broken on the surface of the water. Every joint of it was
well grooved; and the door did not move on hinges, but up and down like a sash, which kept my closet
sotight that very little water camein. | got with much difficulty out of my hammock, having first ventured
to draw back the dip-board on the roof aready mentioned, contrived on purposeto let in air, for want of
which | found mysdf amog tifled.

How often did | then wish mysdlf with my dear Glumda dlitch, from whom one single hour had so far
divided mel And | may say with truth, that in the midst of my own misfortunes| could not forbesr
lamenting my poor nurse, the grief shewould suffer for my loss, the displeasure of the queen, and theruin
of her fortune. Perhaps many travellers have not been under greater difficultiesand distressthan | was at
thisjuncture, expecting every moment to see my box dashed to pieces, or at least overset by thefirst
violent blagt, or rising wave. A breach in one single pane of glasswould have been immediate death: nor
could any thing have preserved the windows, but the strong lattice wires placed on the outside, against
accidentsin travelling. | saw the water oozein at severad crannies, athough the lesks were not
considerable, and | endeavoured to stop them aswell as| could. | was not ableto lift up the roof of my
closet, which otherwise | certainly should have done, and sat on thetop of it; where | might &t least
preserve myself some hourslonger, than by being shut up (as| may call it) in the hold. Or if | escaped
these dangersfor aday or two, what could | expect but a miserable death of cold and hunger? | was four
hours under these circumstances, expecting, and indeed wishing, every moment to be my last.



| have dready told the reader that there were two strong staples fixed upon that side of my box which
had no window, and into which the servant, who used to carry me on horseback, would put aleathern
belt, and buckle it about hiswaist. Being in this disconsolate state, | heard, or at least thought | heard,
somekind of grating noise on that side of my box where the staples were fixed; and soon after | began to
fancy that the box was pulled or towed aong the seg; for | now and then felt a sort of tugging, which
made the wavesrise near the tops of my windows, leaving me almost in the dark. This gave me some
faint hopes of relief, dthough | was not able to imagine how it could be brought about. | ventured to
unscrew one of my chairs, which were always fastened to the floor; and having made a hard shift to
screw it down again, directly under the dipping-board that | had lately opened, | mounted on the chair,
and putting my mouth as near as| could to the hole, | cdlled for helpin aloud voice, and in dl the
languages | understood. | then fastened my handkerchief to astick | usudly carried, and thrusting it up
the hole, waved it severd timesintheair, that if any boat or ship were near, the seamen might conjecture
some unhappy mortal to be shut up in the box.

| found no effect from dl | could do, but plainly perceived my closet to be moved along; and in the
gpace of an hour, or better, that side of the box where the staples were, and had no windows, struck
against something that was hard. | apprehended it to be arock, and found mysalf tossed more than ever.
| plainly heard a noise upon the cover of my closet, like that of acable, and the grating of it asit passed
through thering. | then found mysdf hoisted up, by degrees, at least three feet higher than | was before.
Whereupon | again thrust up my stick and handkerchief, calling for hep till | wasadmost hoarse. In return
to which, | heard agreat shout repeated three times, giving me such transports of joy asare not to be
conceived but by those who fed them. | now heard atrampling over my head, and somebody calling
through the hole with aloud voice, in the English tongue, "If there be any body below, let them speak.” |
answered, "'l was an Englishman, drawn by ill fortune into the greatest calamity that ever any cresture
underwent, and begged, by dl that was moving, to be delivered out of the dungeon | wasin." The voice
replied, "1 was safe, for my box was fastened to their ship; and the carpenter should immediately come
and saw aholein the cover, large enough to pull me out.” | answered, "that was needless, and would
take up too much time; for there was no more to be done, but let one of the crew put hisfinger into the
ring, and take the box out of the seainto the ship, and so into the captain's cabin.” Some of them, upon
hearing me talk so wildly, thought | was mad: otherslaughed; for indeed it never came into my heed, that
| was now got among people of my own stature and strength. The carpenter came, and in afew minutes
sawed a passage about four feet square, then let down asmall ladder, upon which I mounted, and thence
was taken into the ship in avery wesk condition.

The sailorswere dl in amazement, and asked me a thousand questions, which | had no inclination to
answer. | was equaly confounded at the sight of so many pigmies, for such | took them to be, after
having so long accustomed mine eyes to the monstrous objects | had |eft. But the captain, Mr. Thomas
Wilcocks, an honest worthy Shropshire man, observing | was ready to faint, took meinto his cabin, gave
me acordia to comfort me, and made me turn in upon his own bed, advisng meto take alittle rest, of
which | had great need. Before | went to deep, | gave him to understand that | had some valuable
furniture in my box, too good to be lost: afine hammock, a handsome field-bed, two chairs, atable, and
acabinet; that my closet was hung on al sides, or rather quilted, with silk and cotton; that if hewould let
one of the crew bring my closet into his cabin, | would open it there before him, and show him my goods.
The captain, hearing me utter these absurdities, concluded | was raving; however (1 suppose to pacify
me) he promised to give order as | desired, and going upon deck, sent some of his men down into my
closat, whence (as | afterwards found) they drew up al my goods, and stripped off the quilting; but the
chairs, cabinet, and bedstead, being screwed to the floor, were much damaged by the ignorance of the
seamen, who tore them up by force. Then they knocked off some of the boards for the use of the ship,
and when they had got dl they had amind for, let the hull drop into the sea, which by reason of many
breaches made in the bottom and sides, sunk to rights. And, indeed, | was glad not to have been a
spectator of the havoc they made, because | am confident it would have sensibly touched me, by bringing
former passagesinto my mind, which | would rather have forgot.

| dept some hours, but perpetually disturbed with dreams of the place | had |eft, and the dangers|



had escaped. However, upon waking, | found mysalf much recovered. It was now about eight o'clock at
night, and the captain ordered supper immediately, thinking | had already fasted too long. He entertained
me with great kindness, observing me not to look wildly, or talk inconsstently: and, when we were left
aone, desired | would give him arelation of my travels, and by what accident | cameto be set adrift, in
that monstrous wooden chest. He said "that about twelve o'clock at noon, as he was|ooking through his
glass, he spied it at adistance, and thought it was asail, which he had amind to make, being not much
out of hiscourse, in hopes of buying some biscuit, his own beginning to fal short. That upon coming
nearer, and finding his error, he sent out hislong-boat to discover what it was; that his men came back in
afright, swearing they had seen aswimming house. That he laughed at their folly, and went himsdf in the
boat, ordering his men to take a strong cable aong with them. That the weather being calm, he rowed
round me severa times, observed my windows and wire | attices that defended them. That he discovered
two staples upon one side, which was all of boards, without any passage for light. He then commanded
his men to row up to that side, and fastening a cable to one of the staples, ordered them to tow my chest,
asthey cdled it, toward the ship. When it was there, he gave directions to fasten another cableto thering
fixed in the cover, and to raise up my chest with pulleys, which al the sailors were not able to do above
two or three feet." He said, "they saw my stick and handkerchief thrust out of the hole, and concluded
that some unhappy man must be shut up in the cavity." | asked, "whether he or the crew had seen any
prodigious birdsin the air, about the time he first discovered me." To which he answered, that discoursing
this matter with the sailorswhile | was adeep, one of them said, he had observed three eaglesflying
towards the north, but remarked nothing of their being larger than the usud size” which | suppose must
be imputed to the great height they were at; and he could not guess the reason of my question. | then
asked the captain, "how far he reckoned we might be from land?’ He said, "by the best computation he
could make, we were at least ahundred leagues.” | assured him, "that he must be mistaken by amost
half, for | had not Ieft the country whence | came above two hours before | dropped into the sea.”
Whereupon he began again to think that my brain was disturbed, of which he gave me a hint, and advised
meto go to bed in acabin he had provided. | assured him, "1 was well refreshed with his good
entertainment and company, and as much in my sensesasever | wasin my life." He then grew serious,
and desired to ask me fredly, "whether | were not troubled in my mind by the consciousness of some
enormous crime, for which | was punished, at the command of some prince, by exposing mein that
chest; asgreat criminds, in other countries, have been forced to seain aleaky vessdl, without provisons:
for dthough he should be sorry to have taken soill aman into his ship, yet he would engage hisword to
set me safe ashore, in thefirst port where we arrived.” He added, “that his suspicions were much
increased by some very absurd speeches | had ddlivered at first to his sailors, and afterwards to himself,
inrelation to my closet or chest, aswel asby my odd looks and behaviour while | was at supper.”

| begged his patience to hear metell my story, which | faithfully did, from the last time | left England,
to the moment he first discovered me. And, astruth waysforcesitsway into rationd minds, so this
honest worthy gentleman, who had some tincture of learning, and very good sense, wasimmediatey
convinced of my candour and veracity. But further to confirm al | had said, | entreated him to give order
that my cabinet should be brought, of which | had the key in my pocket; for he had dready informed me
how the seamen disposed of my closet. | opened it in his own presence, and showed him the small
collection of rarities| made in the country from which | had been so Strangely ddlivered. There wasthe
comb | had contrived out of the ssumps of the king's beard, and another of the same materids, but fixed
into aparing of her mgesty's thumb-nail, which served for the back. There was a collection of needles
and pins, from afoot to half ayard long; four wasp stings, like joiner's tacks; some combings of the
queen'shair; agold ring, which one day she made me a present of, in amost obliging manner, taking it
from her little finger, and throwing it over my head like acollar. | desired the captain would pleaseto
accept thisring in return for his civilities, which he absolutely refused. | showed him acornthat | had cut
off with my own hand, from amaid of honour'stoe; it was about the bigness of Kentish pippin, and
grown so hard, that when | returned England, | got it hollowed into acup, and set in slver. Ladlly, |
desired him to see the breeches | had then on, which were made of a mouse's skin.

| could force nothing on him but a footman's tooth, which | observed him to examine with grest



curiosity, and found he had afancy for it. He received it with abundance of thanks, more than such atrifle
could deserve. It was drawn by an unskilful surgeon, in amistake, from one of Glumdalclitch's men, who
was afflicted with the tooth-ache, but it was as sound as any in hishead. | got it cleaned, and put it into
my cabinet. It was about afoot long, and four inchesin diameter.

The captain was very wdll satisfied with thisplain relation | had given him, and said, "'he hoped, when
we returned to England, | would oblige theworld by putting it on paper, and making it public.” My
answer was, "that we were overstocked with books of travels: that nothing could now pass which was
not extraordinary; wherein | doubted some authorsless consulted truth, than their own vanity, or interest,
or the diverson of ignorant readers; that my story could contain little beside common events, without
those ornamental descriptions of strange plants, trees, birds, and other animals; or of the barbarous
customs and idolatry of savage people, with which most writers abound. However, | thanked him for his
good opinion, and promised to take the matter into my thoughts."

He said "he wondered at one thing very much, which was, to hear me spesk so loud;" asking me
"whether the king or queen of that country werethick of hearing?’ | told him, "it waswhat | had been
used to for above two years past, and that | admired as much at the voices of him and his men, who
seemed to me only to whisper, and yet | could hear them well enough. But, when | spoke in that country,
it was like aman talking in the streets, to another looking out from the top of a steeple, unlesswhen | was
placed on atable, or held in any person's hand.” | told him, "I had likewise observed another thing, thet,
when | first got into the ship, and the sailors stood al about me, | thought they were the most little
contemptible creatures | had ever beheld.” For indeed, while | wasin that prince's country, | could never
endureto look in aglass, after mine eyes had been accustomed to such prodigious objects, because the
comparison gave me so despicable a conceit of myself. The captain said, "that while we were at supper,
he observed meto look at every thing with a sort of wonder, and that | often seemed hardly ableto
contain my laughter, which he knew not well how to take, but imputed it to some disorder in my brain.” |
answered, "it was very true; and | wondered how | could forbear, when | saw his dishes of the size of a
slver three-pence, aleg of pork hardly amouthful, a cup not so big asanut-shell;" and so | went on,
describing the rest of his household-stuff and provisions, after the same manner. For, athough he queen
had ordered alittle equipage of al things necessary for me, whilel wasin her service, yet my ideas were
wholly taken up with what | saw on every side of me, and | winked at my own littleness, as people do at
their own faults. The captain understood my raillery very well, and merrily replied with the old English
proverb, "that he doubted mine eyes were bigger than my belly, for he did not observe my ssomach so
good, athough | had fasted dl day;" and, continuing in hismirth, protested "he would have gladly given a
hundred pounds, to have seen my closet in the eagl€sbill, and afterwardsinitsfal from so great aheight
into the sea; which would certainly have been amost astonishing object, worthy to have the description
of it transmitted to future ages." and the comparison of Phaeton was so obvious, that he could not forbear
gpplying it, dthough | did not much admire the conceit.

The captain having been a Tonquin, was, in hisreturn to England, driven north-eastward to the
latitude of 44 degrees, and longitude of 143. But meeting atrade-wind two days after | came on board
him, we sailed southward along time, and coasting New Holland, kept our course west-south-west, and
then south-south-west, till we doubled the Cape of Good Hope. Our voyage was very prosperous, but |
shdll not trouble the reader with ajournd of it. The captain called in at one or two ports, and sent in his
long-boat for provisions and fresh water; but | never went out of the ship till we cameinto the Downs,
which was on the third day of June, 1706, about nine months after my escape. | offered to leave my
goodsin security for payment of my freight: but the captain protested he would not receive one farthing.
Wetook akind leave of each other, and | made him promise he would come to see me at my housein
Redriff. I hired ahorse and guide for five shillings, which | borrowed of the captain.

As| was on the road, observing the littleness of the houses, the trees, the cattle, and the people, |
began to think mysdf in Lilliput. | was afraid of trampling on every traveller | met, and often called doud
to have them stand out of the way, so that | had like to have gotten one or two broken headsfor my
impertinence.

When | cameto my own house, for which | wasforced to inquire, one of the servants opening the



door, | bent down to goin, (like agoose under agate,) for fear of striking my head. My wife run out to
embrace me, but | stooped lower than her knees, thinking she could otherwise never be able to reach my
mouth. My daughter kneeled to ask my blessing, but | could not see her till she arose, having been so
long used to stand with my head and eyes erect to above sixty feet; and then | went to take her up with
one hand by thewaist. | looked down upon the servants, and one or two friends who werein the house,
asif they had been pigmiesand | agiant. | told my wife, "she had been too thrifty, for | found she had
starved herself and her daughter to nothing." In short, | behaved myself so unaccountably, that they were
al of the captain's opinion when hefirst saw me, and concluded | had lost my wits. This| mention asan
instance of the great power of habit and pregjudice.

Inalittletime, | and my family and friends cameto aright understanding: but my wife protested "
should never go to seaany more;™ athough my evil destiny so ordered, that she had not power to hinder
me, asthe reader may know heregfter. In the mean time, | here conclude the second part of my
unfortunate voyages.

Part I11. A Voyage To Laputa, Balnibarbi, L uggnagg, Glubbdubdrib, And Japan.

PART IIl1.CHAPTERI.

[The author sets out on histhird voyage. Istaken by pirates. The maice of a Dutchman. Hisarrival at
anidand. Heisreceived into Laputa]

| had not been at home above ten days, when Captain William Robinson, a Cornish man,
commander of the Hopewdll, astout ship of three hundred tons, came to my house. | had formerly been
surgeon of another ship where he was master, and afourth part owner, in avoyageto the Levant. He
had aways treated me more like a brother, than an inferior officer; and, hearing of my arriva, mademea
vigt, as| apprehended only out of friendship, for nothing passed more than what is usud after long
absences. But repeeting hisvisits often, expressing hisjoy to find I mein good health, asking, "whether |
were now settled for life?" adding, "that he intended avoyage to the East Indiesin two months,” at last he
plainly invited me, though with some gpologies, to be surgeon of the ship; "that | should have another
surgeon under me, beside our two mates; that my salary should be double to the usual pay; and that
having experienced my knowledge in sea-affairsto be at least equd to his, he would enter into any
engagement to follow my advice, asmuch asif | had shared in the command.”

He said so many other obliging things, and | knew him to be so honest aman, that | could not reject
thisproposd; thethirst | had of seeing the world, notwithstanding my past misfortunes, continuing as
violent asever. The only difficulty that remained, wasto persuade my wife, whose consent however | at
last obtained, by the prospect of advantage she proposed to her children.

We st out the 5th day of August, 1706, and arrived at Fort St. George the 11th of April, 1707. We
staid there three weeks to refresh our crew, many of whom were sick. From thence we went to Tonquin,
where the captain resolved to continue some time, because many of the goods he intended to buy were
not ready, nor could he expect to be dispatched in several months. Therefore, in hopes to defray some of
the charges he must be at, he bought adoop, loaded it with severd sorts of goods, wherewith the
Tonquinese usudly trade to the neighbouring idands, and putting fourteen men on board, whereof three



were of the country, he appointed me master of the doop, and gave me power to traffic, while he
transacted hisaffairsat Tonquin.

We had not sailed above three days, when a great ssorm arising, we were driven five daysto the
north-north-east, and then to the east: after which we had fair weather, but ill with a pretty strong gale
from the west. Upon the tenth day we were chased by two pirates, who soon overtook us, for my doop
was SO deep laden, that she sailed very dow, neither were we in a condition to defend oursalves.

We were boarded about the same time by both the pirates, who entered furioudy at the head of their
men; but finding usal prostrate upon our faces (for so | gave order), they pinioned uswith strong ropes,
and setting guard upon us, went to search the doop.

| observed among them a Dutchman, who seemed to be of some authority, though he was not
commander of ether ship. He knew us by our countenances to be Englishmen, and jabbering to usin his
own language, swore we should be tied back to back and thrown into the sea. | spoken Dutch tolerably
well; | told him who we were, and begged him, in consideration of our being Christians and Protestants,
of neighbouring countriesin grict aliance, that he would move the captains to take some pity on us. This
inflamed hisrage; he repeated his threatenings, and turning to his companions, spoke with great
vehemence in the Japanese language, as| suppose, often using the word CHRISTIANOS.

The largest of the two pirate ships was commanded by a Japanese captain, who spoke alittle Dutch,
but very imperfectly. He came up to me, and after severd questions, which | answered in great humility,
he said, "we should not die." | made the captain avery low bow, and then, turning to the Dutchman, said,
"I was sorry to find more mercy in aheathen, than in abrother chrigtian.” But | had soon reason to repent
those foolish words:

for that malicious reprobate, having often endeavoured in vain to persuade both the captainsthat |
might be thrown into the sea (which they would not yield to, after the promise made me that | should not
die), however, prevailed so far, asto have a punishment inflicted on me, worse, in al human appearance,
than death itself. My men were sent by an equd division into both the pirate ships, and my doop new
manned. Asto mysdlf, it was determined that | should be set adrift inasmall canoe, with paddlesand a
sail, and four days provisions, which last, the Japanese captain was so kind to double out of hisown
stores, and would permit no man to search me. | got down into the canoe, while the Dutchman, standing
upon the deck, loaded mewith dl the curses and injurious terms his language could afford.

About an hour before we saw the pirates | had taken an observation, and found we werein the
latitude of 46 N. and longitude of 183. When | was at some distance from the pirates, | discovered, by
my pocket-glass, several idandsto the south-east. | set up my sail, thewind being fair, with adesign to
reach the nearest of those idands, which | made a shift to do, in about three hours. It was al rocky:
however | got many birds eggs; and, striking fire, | kindled some hesath and dry sea-weed, by which |
roasted my eggs. | ate no other supper, being resolved to spare my provisonsasmuch as| could. |
passed the night under the shelter of arock, strewing some heath under me, and dept pretty well.

The next day | sailed to another idand, and thence to athird and fourth, sometimes usng my sail, and
sometimes my paddles. But, not to trouble the reader with a particular account of my distresses, let it
auffice, that on thefifth day | arrived at thelast idand in my sight, which lay south-south-east to the
former.

Thisidand was at agreater distance than | expected, and | did not reach it in lessthan five hours. |
encompassed it dmost round, before | could find a convenient place to land in; which wasasmdl creek,
about three times the wideness of my canoe. | found theidand to be dl rocky, only alittle intermingled
with tufts of grass, and sweet-smelling herbs. | took out my small provisions and after having refreshed
myself, | secured the remainder in a cave, whereof there were great numbers; | gathered plenty of eggs
upon the rocks, and got a quantity of dry sea-weed, and parched grass, which | designed to kindle the
next day, and roast my eggsaswell as| could, for | had about me my flint, stedl, match, and
burning-glass. | lay al night in the cave where | had lodged my provisons. My bed wasthe same dry
grass and sea-weed which | intended for fuel. | dept very little, for the disquiets of my mind prevailed
over my weariness, and kept me awake. | consdered how impossible it wasto preserve my lifein so
desolate a place, and how miserable my end must be: yet found mysdlf so listless and desponding, that |



had not the heart to rise; and before | could get spirits enough to creep out of my cave, the day wasfar
advanced. | walked awhile among the rocks: the sky was perfectly clear, and the sun so hot, that | was
forced to turn my face from it: when al on asudden it became obscure, as | thought, in amanner very
different from what happens by the interposition of acloud. | turned back, and perceived avast opague
body between me and the sun moving forwards towards theidand: it seemed to be about two mileshigh,
and hid the sun six or seven minutes, but | did not observethe air to be much colder, or the sky more
darkened, than if | had stood under the shade of amountain. Asit approached nearer over the place
where| was, it appeared to be afirm substance, the bottom flat, smooth, and shining very bright, from
the reflection of the seabelow. | stood upon a height about two hundred yards from the shore, and saw
thisvast body descending dmost to apardle with me, a lessthan an English mile distance. | took out my
pocket perspective, and could plainly discover numbers of people moving up and down the Sdes of it,
which gppeared to be doping; but what those people where doing | was not able to distinguish.

The natural love of life gave me some inward motion of joy, and | was ready to entertain a hope that
this adventure might, some way or other, help to deliver me from the desolate place and condition | was
in. But at the same time the reader can hardly conceive my astonishment, to behold anidand intheair,
inhabited by men, who were able (asit should seem) to raise or sink, or put it into progressive motion, as
they pleased. But not being at that time in a digposition to philosophise upon this phenomenon, | rather
chose to observe what course the idand would take, because it seemed for awhile to stand still. Y et soon
after, it advanced nearer, and | could see the Sides of it encompassed with several gradations of galleries,
and dairs, at certain intervals, to descend from one to the other. In the lowest gallery, | beheld some
peoplefishing with long angling rods, and otherslooking on. | waved my cap (for my hat waslong snce
worn out) and my handkerchief toward the idand; and upon its nearer approach, | called and shouted
with the utmost strength of my voice; and then looking circumspectly, | beheld acrowd gather to that Sde
which was most in my view. | found by their pointing towards me and to each other, that they plainly
discovered me, dthough they made no return to my shouting. But | could see four or five men running in
great haste, up the stairs, to the top of the idand, who then disappeared. | happened rightly to conjecture,
that these were sent for orders to some person in authority upon this occasion.

The number of peopleincreased, and, in lessthan haf al hour, theidand was moved and raised in
such amanner, that the lowest gallery appeared in aparald of lessthen ahundred yards distance from
the height where | stood. | then put myself in the most supplicating posture, and spoke in the humblest
accent, but received no answer. Those who stood nearest over against me, seemed to be persons of
distinction, as | supposed by their habit. They conferred earnestly with each other, looking often upon
me. At length one of them called out in aclear, polite, smooth diaect, not unlike in sound to the Italian:
and therefore | returned an answer in that language, hoping at least that the cadence might be more
agreeableto hisears. Although neither of us understood the other, yet my meaning was easily known, for
the people saw the distress | wasin.

They made signs for me to come down from the rock, and go towards the shore, which | accordingly
did; and the flying idand being raised to a convenient height, the verge directly over me, achain waslet
down from the lowest gallery, with aseat fastened to the bottom, to which | fixed mysdf, and was drawn

up by pulleys.

PART IIl1.CHAPTERII.

[ The humours and dispositions of the Laputians described. An account of their learning. Of the king
and his court. The author's reception there. The inhabitants subject to fear and disquietudes. An account
of thewomen.]



A y my dighting, | was surrounded with a.crowd of people, but those who stood nearest seemed to
be of better quaity. They beheld me with dl the marks and circumstances of wonder; neither indeed was
| much in their debt, having never till then seen arace of mortals so singular in their shapes, habits, and
countenances. Their heedswere al reclined, either to theright, or the left; one of their eyesturned
inward, and the other directly up to the zenith. Their outward garments were adorned with the figures of
suns, moons, and stars; interwoven with those of fiddles, flutes, harps, trumpets, guitars, harpsichords,
and many other instruments of music, unknown to usin Europe. | observed, here and there, many in the
habit of servants, with ablown bladder, fastened like aflail to the end of astick, which they carried in
their hands. In each bladder was a smdl quantity of dried pess, or little pebbles, as| was afterwards
informed. With these bladders, they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near
them, of which practice | could not then concelve the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are so
taken up with intense speculations, that they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others,
without being roused by some externd taction upon the organs of speech and hearing; for which reason,
those personswho are able to afford it aways keep aflapper (the origind isCLIMENOLE) in their
family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk abroad, or make vigts, without him. And the business of
thisofficer is, when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his bladder the
mouth of him who isto spesk, and theright ear of him or them to whom the spesker addresses himsdf.
Thisflapper islikewise employed diligently to attend his master in hiswalks, and upon occason to give
him a soft flap on his eyes, because heis aways so wrapped up in cogitation, that heisin manifest danger
of falling down every precipice, and bouncing his head againgt every post; and in the Streets, of justling
others, or being justled himsdf into the kenndl.

It was necessary to give the reader thisinformation, without which he would be at the same losswith
me to understand the proceedings of these people, asthey conducted me up the stairsto the top of the
idand, and from thence to the roya paace. While we were ascending, they forgot several timeswhat
they were about, and left me to mysdlf, till their memorieswere again roused by their flappers; for they
appeared dtogether unmoved by the sight of my foreign habit and countenance, and by the shouts of the
vulgar, whose thoughts and minds were more disengaged.

At last we entered the palace, and proceeded into the chamber of presence, where | saw the king
seated on histhrone, attended on each side by persons of prime quality. Before the throne, was alarge
tablefilled with globes and spheres, and mathematica instruments of dl kinds. His mgjesty took not the
least notice of us, dthough our entrance was not without sufficient noise, by the concourse of al persons
bel onging to the court. But he was then deep in a problem; and we attended at least an hour, before he
could solveit. There stood by him, on each sSide, ayoung page with flgpsin their hands, and when they
saw hewas at leisure, one of them gently struck his mouth, and the other hisright ear; at which he sartled
like one awaked on the sudden, and looking towards me and the company | wasin, recollected the
occasion of our coming, whereof he had been informed before. He spoke some words, whereupon
immediately ayoung man with aflap came up to my side, and flapped me gently on theright ear; but |
made signs, aswell as | could, that | had no occasion for such an instrument; which, as| afterwards
found, gave his mgesty, and the whole court, a very mean opinion of my understanding. Theking, asfar
as| could conjecture, asked me several questions, and | addressed myself to himin al the languages|
had. When it was found | could neither understand nor be understood, | was conducted by his order to
an gpartment in his paace (this prince being distinguished above dl his predecessorsfor his hospitaity to
strangers), where two servants were appointed to attend me. My dinner was brought, and four persons
of qudity, whom | remembered to have seen very near the king's person, did me the honour to dine with
me. We had two courses, of three dishes each. In thefirst course, there was a shoulder of mutton cut into
an equilatera triangle, apiece of beef into arhomboides, and a pudding into acycloid. The second
course was two ducks trussed up in the form of fiddles; sausages and puddings resembling flutes and
hautboys, and abreast of ved in the shape of aharp. The servants cut our bread into cones, cylinders,
pardldograms, and severd other mathematica figures.

While we were at dinner, | made bold to ask the names of several thingsin their language, and those



noble persons, by the assstance of their flappers, ddighted to give me answers, hoping to raise my
admiration of their great abilitiesif | could be brought to converse with them. | was soon ableto cdl for
bread and drink, or whatever else | wanted.

After dinner my company withdrew, and a person was sent to me by the king's order, attended by a
flapper. He brought with him pen, ink, and paper, and three or four books, giving me to understand by
sgns, that he was sent to teach me the language. We sat together four hours, in which time | wrote down
agreat number of wordsin columns, with the trandations over againgt them; | likewise made a shift to
learn several short sentences;, for my tutor would order one of my servants to fetch something, to turn
about, to make abow, to sit, or to stand, or walk, and the like. Then | took down the sentence in writing.
He showed me a0, in one of his books, the figures of the sun, moon, and stars, the zodiac, the tropics,
and polar circles, together with the denominations of many plains and solids. He gave me the names and
descriptions of dl the musical ingruments, and the generd terms of art in playing on each of them. After
he had left me, | placed al my words, with their interpretations, in aphabetica order. And thus, in afew
days, by the help of avery faithful memory, | got someinsght into their language. Theword, which |
interpret the flying or floating idand, isin the origind LAPUTA, whereof | could never learn thetrue
etymology. LAP, in the old obsolete language, sgnifies high; and UNTUH, agovernor; from which they
say, by corruption, was derived LAPUTA, from LAPUNTUH. But | do not approve of this derivation,
which seemsto be alittle strained. | ventured to offer to the learned among them a conjecture of my own,
that Laputawas QUASI LAP OUTED; LAP, sgnifying properly, the dancing of the sunbeamsin the
sea, and OUTED, awing; which, however, | shal not obtrude, but submit to the judicious reader.

Those to whom the king had entrusted me, observing how ill | was clad, ordered atailor to come next
morning, and take measure for asuit of clothes. Thisoperator did his office after adifferent manner from
those of histradein Europe. Hefirgt took my dtitude by a quadrant, and then, with arule and
compasses, described the dimensions and outlines of my whole body, al which he entered upon paper;
and in six days brought my clothesvery ill made, and quite out of shape, by happening to mistake afigure
in the calculation. But my comfort was, that | observed such accidents very frequent, and little regarded.

During my confinement for want of clothes, and by an indisposition that held me some dayslonger, |
much enlarged my dictionary; and when | went next to court, was able to understand many thingsthe
king spoke, and to return him some kind of answers. His mgjesty had given orders, that the idand should
move north-east and by eadt, to the vertical point over Lagado, the metropolis of the whole kingdom
bel ow, upon the firm earth. It was about ninety leagues distant, and our voyage lasted four daysand a
haf. | wasnot in the least sensible of the progressive motion made in the air by theidand. On the second
morning, about eleven o'clock, the king himsdlf in person, attended by hisnobility, courtiers, and officers,
having prepared dl their musica instruments, played on them for three hours without intermission, so that
| was quite stunned with the noise; neither could | possibly guess the meaning, till my tutor informed me.
He said that, the people of their idand had their ears adapted to hear "the music of the spheres, which
always played at certain periods, and the court was now prepared to bear their part, in whatever
indrument they most excelled.”

In our journey towards Lagado, the capital city, his magjesty ordered that the idand should stop over
certain towns and villages, from whence he might receive the petitions of his subjects. And to this
purpose, severd packthreads were let down, with small weights at the bottom. On these packthreads the
people strung their petitions, which mounted up directly, like the scraps of paper fastened by school boys
at the end of the string that holds their kite. Sometimes we received wine and victual s from below, which
were drawn up by pulleys.

The knowledge | had in mathematics, gave me great assistance in acquiring their phraseology, which
depended much upon that science, and music; and in the latter | was not unskilled. Their ideasare
perpetudly conversant in lines and figures. If they would, for example, praise the beauty of awoman, or
any other animal, they describe it by rhombs, circles, pardleograms, dlipses, and other geometrica
terms, or by words of art drawn from music, needless here to repest. | observed in the king's kitchen all
sorts of mathematica and musical instruments, after the figures of which they cut up the jointsthat were
served to hismajesty'stable.



Their houses are very ill built, the walls bevil, without oneright angle in any gpartment; and this defect
arises from the contempt they bear to practica geometry, which they despise as vulgar and mechanic;
those ingtructions they give being too refined for the intellects of their workmen, which occasions
perpetua mistakes. And athough they are dexterous enough upon a piece of paper, in the management
of therule, the pencil, and the divider, yet in the common actions and behaviour of life, | have not seena
more clumsy, awkward, and unhandy people, nor so dow and perplexed in their conceptions upon al
other subjects, except those of mathematics and music. They are very bad reasoners, and vehemently
given to opposition, unless when they happen to be of the right opinion, which is seldom their case.
Imagination, fancy, and invention, they are wholly strangersto, nor have any wordsin their language, by
which those ideas can be expressed; the whole compass of their thoughts and mind being shut up within
the two forementioned sciences.

Most of them, and especially those who dedl in the astronomica part, have great faith in judicia
agtrology, dthough they are ashamed to own it publicly. But what | chiefly admired, and thought
atogether unaccountable, was the strong disposition | observed in them towards news and politics,
perpetudly inquiring into public affairs, giving their judgmentsin matters of sate, and passonady
disputing every inch of aparty opinion. | have indeed observed the same disposition among most of the
mathematicians | have known in Europe, dthough | could never discover the least andogy between the
two sciences, unless those people suppose, that because the smallest circle has as many degrees asthe
largest, therefore the regul ation and management of the world require no more abilities than the handling
and turning of aglobe; but | rather take this qudity to spring from avery common infirmity of human
nature, inclining usto be most curious and conceited in matters where we have least concern, and for
which we are least adapted by study or nature.

These people are under continual disquietudes, never enjoying aminutes peace of mind; and their
disturbances proceed from causes which very little affect the rest of mortals. Their apprehensions arise
from severa changesthey dread in the celestia bodies: for instance, that the earth, by the continual
approaches of the sun towards it, must, in course of time, be absorbed, or swallowed up; that the face of
the sun, will, by degrees, be encrusted with its own effluvia, and give no more light to the world; that the
earth very narrowly escaped abrush from thetail of the last comet, which would have infalibly reduced it
to ashes; and that the next, which they have calculated for one-and-thirty years hence, will probably
destroy us. For if, inits perihelion, it should approach within a certain degree of the sun (as by their
caculaionsthey have reason to dread) it will receive adegree of heat ten thousand times more intense
than that of red hot glowing iron, and in its absence from the sun, carry ablazing tail ten hundred
thousand and fourteen mileslong, through which, if the earth should pass at the distance of one hundred
thousand miles from the nucleus, or main body of the comet, it must in its passage be set onfire, and
reduced to ashes: that the sun, daily spending its rays without any nutriment to supply them, will at last be
wholly consumed and annihilated; which must be attended with the destruction of this earth, and of al the
planetsthat recaive their light fromiit.

They are so perpetudly darmed with the apprehensions of these, and the like impending dangers, that
they can neither deep quietly in their beds, nor have any relish for the common pleasures and amusements
of life. When they meet an acquaintance in the morning, the first question is about the sun's hedlth, how he
looked at his setting and rising, and what hopes they have to avoid the stroke of the approaching comet.
This conversation they are gpt to run into with the same temper that boys discover in ddighting to hear
terrible stories of spirits and hobgoblins, which they greedily listen to, and dare not go to bed for fear.

Thewomen of theidand have abundance of vivacity: they, contemn their husbands, and are
exceedingly fond of strangers, whereof thereis dways a consderable number from the continent below,
attending at court, either upon affairs of the severa towns and corporations, or their own particular
occasions, but are much despised, because they want the same endowments. Among these the ladies
choosether galants: but the vexation is, that they act with too much ease and security; for the husband is
aways so rapt in speculation, that the mistress and lover may proceed to the greatest familiarities before
hisface, if he be but provided with paper and implements, and without hisflapper a hisside.

Thewives and daughters lament their confinement to theidand, dthough | think it the most ddlicious



spot of ground in theworld; and athough they live herein the greatest plenty and magnificence, and are
alowed to do whatever they please, they long to see the world, and take the diversions of the metropolis,
which they are not allowed to do without a particular license from the king; and thisis not easy to be
obtained, because the people of quality have found, by frequent experience, how hard it isto persuade
their women to return from below. | wastold that a great court lady, who had severa children,--is
married to the prime minister, the richest subject in the kingdom, a very graceful person, extremely fond
of her, and livesin the finest palace of the idand,--went down to Lagado on the pretence of hedth, there
hid herself for severd months, till the king sent awarrant to search for her; and shewasfound inan
obscure eating-house dl in rags, having pawned her clothesto maintain an old deformed footman, who
beat her every day, and in whose company she was taken, much againgt her will. And athough her
husband recelved her with al possible kindness, and without the least reproach, she soon after contrived
to stedl down again, with al her jewels, to the same gallant, and has not been heard of since.

Thismay perhaps pass with the reader rather for an European or English story, than for one of a
country so remote. But he may please to consider, that the caprices of womankind are not limited by any
climate or nation, and that they are much more uniform, than can be easily imagined.

In about amonth'stime, | had made atolerable proficiency in their language, and was able to answer
most of the king's questions, when | had the honour to attend him. His magjesty discovered not the least
curiogity to inquireinto the laws, government, history, rdigion, or manners of the countrieswherel had
been; but confined his questions to the state of mathematics, and recelved the account | gave him with
great contempt and indifference, though often roused by hisflapper on each side.

PART Ill.CHAPTERIII.

[A phenomenon solved by modern philosophy and astronomy. The Laputians grest improvementsin
thelatter. The king's method of suppressing insurrections]

| desired leave of this prince to see the curiosties of theidand, which he was gracioudy pleased to
grant, and ordered my tutor to attend me. | chiefly wanted to know, to what cause, in art or in nature, it
owed its several motions, whereof | will now give a philosophica account to the reader.

Theflying or floating idand isexactly circular, its diameter 7837 yards, or about four milesand a half,
and consequently contains ten thousand acres. It isthree hundred yards thick. The bottom, or under
surface, which appearsto those who view it below, is one even regular plate of adamant, shooting up to
the height of about two hundred yards. Aboveit lie the several mineralsin their usua order, and over all
isacoat of rich mould, ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity of the upper surface, from the
circumferenceto the centre, isthe natural cause why al the dews and rains, which fal upon theidand, are
conveyed in smal rivuletstoward the middle, where they are emptied into four large basins, each of
about hdf amilein circuit, and two hundred yards distant from the centre. From these basins the water is
continualy exhaed by the sun in the daytime, which effectudly preventstheir overflowing. Besides, asitis
in the power of the monarch to rai se the idand above the region of clouds and vapours, he can prevent
thefdling of dews and rain whenever he pleases. For the highest clouds cannot rise aove two miles, as
naturalists agree, a least they were never known to do so in that country.

At the centre of the idand there is a chasm about fifty yardsin diameter, whence the astronomers
descend into alarge dome, which istherefore called FLANDONA GAGNOLE, or the astronomer's
cave, Stuated at the depth of a hundred yards beneath the upper surface of the adamant. In this cave are
twenty lamps continualy burning, which, from the reflection of the adamant, cast astrong light into every
part. The place is stored with great variety of sextants, quadrants, telescopes, astrolabes, and other
astronomica instruments. But the greatest curiosity, upon which the fate of the idand depends, isa



loadstone of a prodigious size, in shape resembling aweaver's shuttle. It isin length six yards, and in the
thickest part at least three yards over. Thismagnet is sustained by avery strong axle of adamant passing
through its middle, upon which it plays, and is poised so exactly that the weakest hand canturniit. Itis
hooped round with ahollow cylinder of adamant, four feet yardsin diameter, placed horizontdly, and
supported by eight adamantine feet, each six yards high. In the middle of the concave Sde, thereisa
groove twelve inches deep, in which the extremities of the axle arelodged, and turned round asthereis
occasion.

The stone cannot be removed from its place by any force, because the hoop and itsfeet are one
continued piece with that body of adamant which congtitutes the bottom of theidand.

By means of thisloadstone, theidand is madeto rise and fal, and move from one place to another.
For, with respect to that part of the earth over which the monarch presides, the stoneis endued &t one of
its sdeswith an attractive power, and at the other with arepulsive. Upon placing the magnet erect, with
its attracting end towards the earth, the idand descends; but when the repelling extremity points
downwards, the idand mounts directly upwards. When the position of the stone is oblique, the motion of
theidand is so too: for in this magnet, the forcesdways act in lines parald toitsdirection.

By this oblique motion, theidand is conveyed to different parts of the monarch'sdominions. To
explain the manner of its progress, let A B represent aline drawn across the dominions of Banibarbi, let
theline C D represent the loadstone, of which let D be the repelling end, and C the attracting end, the
idand being over C: let the stone be placed in position C D, with its repelling end downwards; then the
idand will be driven upwards obliquely towards D. When it isarrived at D, |et the stone be turned upon
itsaxle, till its attracting end points towards E, and then theidand will be carried obliquely towards E;
where, if the stone be again turned upon itsaxletill it tandsin the position E F, with its repelling point
downwards, theidand will rise obliquely towards F, where, by directing the attracting end towards G,
theidand may be carried to G, and from G to H, by turning the stone, so asto make itsrepelling
extremity to point directly downward. And thus, by changing the Situation of the stone, as often asthereis
occasion, theidand ismadeto rise and fal by turnsin an oblique direction, and by those dternate risngs
and falings (the obliquity being not considerable) is conveyed from one part of the dominionsto the
other.

But it must be observed, that thisidand cannot move beyond the extent of the dominions below, nor
canit rise aove the height of four miles. For which the astronomers (who have written large systems
concerning the stone) assign the following reason: that the magnetic virtue does not extend beyond the
distance of four miles, and that the minerd, which acts upon the stone in the bowels of the earth, and in
the seaabout six leagues distant from the shore, is not diffused through the whole globe, but terminated
with the limits of the king's dominions; and it was easy, from the great advantage of such asuperior
gtuation, for aprince to bring under his obedience whatever country lay within the attraction of that
magnet.

When the stoneis put parald to the plane of the horizon, the idand stands ill; for in that case the
extremities of it, being at equa distance from the earth, act with equa force, the onein drawing
downwards, the other in pushing upwards, and consequently no motion can ensue.

Thisloadstoneis under the care of certain astronomers, who, from time to time, giveit such positions
asthe monarch directs.

They spend the greatest part of their livesin observing the celestid bodies, which they do by the
assistance of glasses, far excelling oursin goodness. For, dthough their largest telescopes do not exceed
three feet, they magnify much more than those of a hundred with us, and show the starswith greater
clearness. This advantage has enabled them to extend their discoveries much further than our
astronomersin Europe; for they have made a catalogue of ten thousand fixed stars, whereas the largest of
ours do not contain above one third part of that number. They have likewise discovered two lesser stars,
or satellites, which revolve about Mars, whereof the innermost is distant from the centre of the primary
planet exactly three of his diameters, and the outermosg, five; the former revolvesin the space of ten
hours, and the latter in twenty-one and a half; so that the squares of their periodicd timesare very near in
the same proportion with the cubes of their distance from the centre of Mars; which evidently shows



them to be governed by the same law of gravitation that influences the other heavenly bodies.

They have observed ninety-three different comets, and settled their periods with great exactness. If
this be true (and they affirm it with great confidence) it is much to be wished, that their observations were
made public, whereby the theory of comets, which at present is very lame and defective, might be
brought to the same perfection with other arts of astronomy.

Theking would be the most absolute prince in the universe, if he could but prevail on aministry tojoin
with him; but these having their estates below on the continent, and considering that the office of a
favourite has a very uncertain tenure, would never consent to the endaving of their country.

If any town should engage in rebellion or mutiny, fal into violent factions, or refuse to pay the usua
tribute, the king has two methods of reducing them to obedience. The first and the mildest courseis, by
keeping the idand hovering over such atown, and the lands about it, whereby he can deprive them of the
benefit of the sun and the rain, and consequently &fflict the inhabitants with dearth and diseases: and if the
crime deserveit, they are a the same time pelted from above with great stones, againgt which they have
no defence but by creeping into cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houses are beaten to pieces. But
if they till continue obstinate, or offer to raise insurrections, he proceeds to the last remedy, by letting the
idand drop directly upon their heads, which makes a universal destruction both of houses and men.
However, thisis an extremity to which the princeis seldom driven, neither indeed ishewilling to put it in
execution; nor dare his ministers advise him to an action, which, asit would render them odiousto the
people, so it would be agreat damage to their own estates, which dl lie below; for theidand istheking's
demesne.

But thereis ill indeed a more weighty reason, why the kings of this country have been dways averse
from executing so terrible an action, unless upon the utmost necessity. For, if the town intended to be
destroyed should havein it any tall rocks, asit generdly falsout in thelarger cities, aSituation probably
chosen at first with aview to prevent such acatastrophe; or if it abound in high spires, or pillars of stone,
asudden fal might endanger the bottom or under surface of theidand, which, dthough it consg, as|
have said, of one entire adamant, two hundred yards thick, might happen to crack by too great a shock,
or burst by approaching too near the fires from the houses below, as the backs, both of iron and stone,
will often do in our chimneys. Of dl thisthe people are well apprised, and understand how far to carry
their obstinacy, where their liberty or property is concerned. And the king, when heis highest provoked,
and most determined to press acity to rubbish, orderstheidand to descend with great gentleness, out of
apretence of tendernessto his people, but, indeed, for fear of breaking the adamantine bottom; in which
casg, itisthe opinion of dl their philosophers, that the loadstone could no longer hold it up, and the whole
masswould fal to the ground.

By afundamentd law of thisream, neither the king, nor elther of histwo eldest sons, are permitted to
leave theidand; nor the queen, till sheis past child-bearing.

PART II1.CHAPTERIV.

[The author leaves Laputa; is conveyed to Banibarbi; arrives a the metropolis. A description of the
metropolis, and the country adjoining. The author hospitably received by agrest lord. His conversation
with that lord.]

A Ithough | cannot say that | wasill treated in thisidand, yet | must confess| thought mysdlf too
much neglected, not without some degree of contempt; for neither prince nor people appeared to be
curiousin any part of knowledge, except mathematics and music, wherein | wasfar their inferior, and
upon that account very little regarded.

On the other side, after having seen dl the curiosities of theidand, | wasvery desirousto leaveit,



being heartily weary of those people. They wereindeed excellent in two sciences for which | have great
esteem, and wherein | am not unversed; but, a the same time, so abstracted and involved in speculation,
that | never met with such disagreeable companions. | conversed only with women, tradesmen, flappers,
and court-pages, during two months of my abode there; by which, at lagt, | rendered myself extremely
contemptible; yet these were the only people from whom | could ever receive areasonable answer.

| had obtained, by hard study, agood degree of knowledge in their language: | waswesary of being
confined to an idand where | received so little countenance, and resolved to leave it with thefirst
opportunity.

Therewas agreat lord at court, nearly related to the king, and for that reason aone used with
respect. He was universally reckoned the most ignorant and stupid person among them. He had
performed many eminent servicesfor the crown, had great natural and acquired parts, adorned with
integrity and honour; but soill an ear for music, that his detractors reported, "he had been often known to
beet timein the wrong place;" neither could histutors, without extreme difficulty, teach him to
demondtrate the most easy proposition in the mathematics. He was pleased to show me many marks of
favour, often did me the honour of avist, desired to beinformed in the affairs of Europe, the laws and
customs, the manners and learning of the severd countrieswhere | had travelled. He listened to me with
great attention, and made very wise observationson al | spoke. He had two flappers attending him for
date, but never made use of them, except at court and in vigits of ceremony, and would always command
them to withdraw, when we were aone together. | entreated thisillustrious person, to intercede in my
behaf with his magjesty, for leave to depart; which he accordingly did, as he was pleased to tell me, with
regret: for indeed he had made me severd offers very advantageous, which, however, | refused, with
expressons of the highest acknowledgment.

On the 16th of February | took leave of his mgjesty and the court. The king made me a present to the
vaue of about two hundred pounds English, and my protector, his kinsman, as much more, together with
aletter of recommendation to afriend of hisin Lagado, the metropolis. Theidand being then hovering
over amountain about two milesfromiit, | waslet down from the lowest gdlery, in the same manner asl
had been taken up.

The continent, asfar asit is subject to the monarch of the flying idand, passes under the genera name
of BALNIBARBI; and the metropolis, as| said before, iscaled LAGADO. | felt somelittle satisfaction
in finding mys&lf on firm ground. | walked to the city without any concern, being clad like one of the
natives, and sufficiently instructed to converse with them. | soon found out the person's house to whom |
was recommended, presented my letter from hisfriend the grandeein theidand, and was received with
much kindness. This great lord, whose name was Munodi, ordered me an gpartment in his own house,
where | continued during my stay, and was entertained in amost hospitable manner.

The next morning after my arrival, hetook mein his chariot to see the town, which isabout haf the
bigness of London; but the houses very strangely built, and most of them out of repair. The peoplein the
streetswalked fast, looked wild, their eyes fixed, and were generdly in rags. We passed through one of
the town gates, and went about three miles into the country, where | saw many labourers working with
severa sorts of toolsin the ground, but was not able to conjecture what they were about: neither did
observe any expectation either of corn or grass, although the soil appeared to be excellent. | could not
forbear admiring at these odd appearances, both in town and country; and | made bold to desire my
conductor, that he would be pleased to explain to me, what could be meant by so many busy heads,
hands, and faces, both in the streets and the fields, because | did not discover any good effectsthey
produced; but, on the contrary, | never knew a soil so unhappily cultivated, houses o ill contrived and so
ruinous, or a people whose countenances and habit expressed so much misery and want.

Thislord Munodi was a person of the first rank, and had been some years governor of Lagado; but,
by acaba of minigers, was discharged for insufficiency. However, the king treated him with tenderness,
asawel-meaning man, but of alow contemptible understanding.

When | gave that free censure of the country and its inhabitants, he made no further answer than by
telling me, "that | had not been long enough among them to form ajudgment; and that the different nations
of theworld had different customs;" with other common topicsto the same purpose. But, when we



returned to his palace, he asked me "how | liked the building, what absurdities | observed, and what
quarrel | had with the dress or looks of his domestics?' This he might safely do; because every thing
about him was magnificent, regular, and polite. | answered, "that his excellency's prudence, quality, and
fortune, had exempted him from those defects, which folly and beggary had produced in others." He said,
"if I would go with him to his country-house, about twenty miles distant, where his estate lay, there would
be more leisure for thiskind of conversation.” | told hisexcellency "that | wasentirely at hisdisposd;”
and accordingly we set out next morning.

During our journey he made me observe the severa methods used by farmersin managing their lands,
which to me were wholly unaccountable; for, except in some very few places, | could not discover one
ear of corn or blade of grass. But, in three hours travelling, the scene was wholly atered; we cameinto a
most beautiful country; farmers houses, at smal distances, negtly built; the fields enclosed, containing
vineyards, corn-grounds, and meadows. Neither do | remember to have seen amore ddlightful prospect.
His excellency observed my countenance to clear up; hetold me, with asigh, "that there his estate began,
and would continue the same, till we should cometo his house: that his countrymen ridiculed and
despised him, for managing his affairs no better, and for setting soill an example to the kingdom; which,
however, wasfollowed by very few, such aswere old, and wilful, and wesk like himsdf."

We came a length to the house, which was indeed anoble structure, built according to the best rules
of ancient architecture. The fountains, gardens, walks, avenues, and groves, were al disposed with exact
judgment and taste. | gave due praisesto every thing | saw, whereof his excellency took not the least
noticetill after supper; when, there being no third companion, he told me with avery melancholy air "that
he doubted he must throw down his houses in town and country, to rebuild them after the present mode;
destroy dl his plantations, and cast othersinto such aform as modern usage required, and give the same
directionsto al histenants, unless he would submit to incur the censure of pride, sngularity, affectation,
ignorance, caprice, and perhaps increase his majesty's displeasure; that the admiration | appeared to be
under would cease or diminish, when he had informed me of some particulars which, probably, | never
heard of at court, the people there being too much taken up in their own speculations, to have regard to
what passed here below."

The sum of hisdiscourse wasto this effect: "That about forty years ago, certain persons went up to
Laputa, either upon business or diverson, and, after five months continuance, came back with avery little
smaitering in mathematics, but full of volatile spirits acquired in thet airy region: that these persons, upon
their return, began to didike the management of every thing below, and fdll into schemes of putting all
arts, sciences, languages, and mechanics, upon anew foot. To thisend, they procured aroya patent for
erecting an academy of projectorsin Lagado; and the humour prevailed so strongly among the people,
that there is not atown of any consegquence in the kingdom without such an academy. In these colleges
the professors contrive new rules and methods of agriculture and building, and new instruments, and tools
for adl trades and manufactures; whereby, as they undertake, one man shall do the work of ten; apalace
may be built in aweek, of materias so durable asto last for ever without repairing. All thefruits of the
earth shall come to maturity at whatever season we think fit to choose, and increase ahundred fold more
than they do at present; with innumerable other happy proposas. The only inconvenienceis, that none of
these projects are yet brought to perfection; and in the mean time, the whole country lies miserably
waste, the housesin ruins, and the people without food or clothes. By al which, instead of being
discouraged, they arefifty times more violently bent upon prosecuting their schemes, driven equaly on by
hope and despair: that asfor himself, being not of an enterprising spirit, he was content to go on in the old
forms, to live in the houses his ancestors had built, and act asthey did, in every part of life, without
innovation: that some few other persons of quality and gentry had done the same, but were looked on
with an eye of contempt and ill-will, as enemiesto art, ignorant, and ill common-wealth's men, preferring
their own ease and doth before the genera improvement of their country.”

Hislordship added, "That he would not, by any further particulars, prevent the pleasure | should
certainly takein viewing the grand academy, whither he was resolved | should go." He only desired meto
observe aruined building, upon the Side of amountain about three miles distant, of which he gave methis
account: "That he had avery convenient mill within half amile of hishouse, turned by acurrent froma



largeriver, and sufficient for hisown family, aswell asagreat number of histenants; that about seven
years ago, a club of those projectors came to him with proposals to destroy this mill, and build another
on the sde of that mountain, on the long ridge whereof along cana must be cut, for arepostory of
water, to be conveyed up by pipes and enginesto supply the mill, because the wind and air upon a height
agitated the water, and thereby made it fitter for motion, and because the water, descending down a
declivity, would turn the mill with half the current of ariver whose courseis more upon alevel." Hesad,
"that being then not very well with the court, and pressed by many of hisfriends, he complied with the
proposal; and after employing ahundred men for two years, the work miscarried, the projectors went
off, laying the blame entirely upon him, railing a him ever snce, and putting others upon the same
experiment, with equal assurance of success, aswell asequd disappointment.”

In afew days we came back to town; and his excellency, considering the bad character he had inthe
academy, would not go with me himsdlf, but recommended meto afriend of his, to bear me company
thither. My lord was pleased to represent me as agreat admirer of projects, and a person of much
curiosity and easy bdief; which, indeed, was not without truth; for | had mysalf been asort of projector in

my younger days.

PART II1.CHAPTERYV.

[ The author permitted to see the grand academy of Lagado. The academy largely described. The arts
wherein the professors employ themselves)]

T hisacademy isnot an entire single building, but a continuation of several houses on both sides of a
street, which growing waste, was purchased and applied to that use.

| wasreceived very kindly by the warden, and went for many daysto the academy. Every room has
init one or more projectors, and | believe| could not bein fewer than five hundred rooms.

The first man | saw was of ameagre aspect, with sooty hands and face, hishair and beard long,
ragged, and singed in severd places. His clothes, shirt, and skin, were dl of the same colour. He has
been eight years upon a project for extracting sunbeams out of cucumbers, which wereto be put in phias
hermeticaly sealed, and let out to warm the air in raw inclement summers. He told me, he did not doult,
that, in eight years more, he should be able to supply the governor's gardens with sunshine, a a
reasonable rate: but he complained that his stock was low, and entrested me "to give him something as an
encouragement to ingenuity, especiadly since this had been avery dear season for cucumbers.” | made
him asmall present, for my lord had furnished me with money on purpose, because he knew their
practice of begging from al who go to see them.

| went into another chamber, but was ready to hasten back, being dmaost overcome with ahorrible
gtink. My conductor pressed me forward, conjuring me in awhisper "to give no offence, which would be
highly resented;" and therefore | durst not so much as stop my nose. The projector of this cell wasthe
most ancient student of the academy; hisface and beard were of apae yelow; his hands and clothes
daubed over with filth. When | was presented to him, he gave me a close embrace, acompliment | could
wdll have excused. His employment, from hisfirst coming into the academy, was an operation to reduce
human excrement to its origina food, by separating the severd parts, removing the tincture which it
receives from the gall, making the odour exhde, and scumming off the sdliva. He had aweekly
alowance, from the society, of avess filled with human ordure, about the bigness of a Brigtol barrdl.

| saw another at work to cacineice into gunpowder; who likewise showed me a treatise he had
written concerning the malegbility of fire, which he intended to publish.

There was amost ingenious architect, who had contrived a new method for building houses, by
beginning at the roof, and working downward to the foundation; which he justified to me, by thelike



practice of those two prudent insects, the bee and the spider.

There was aman born blind, who had severd apprenticesin his own condition: their employment was
to mix coloursfor painters, which their master taught them to distinguish by fedling and smdlling. It was
indeed my misfortune to find them at that time not very perfect in their lessons, and the professor himself
happened to be generaly mistaken. Thisartist is much encouraged and esteemed by the whole fraternity.

In another apartment | was highly pleased with a projector who had found adevice of ploughing the
ground with hogs, to save the charges of ploughs, cattle, and labour. The method isthis: in an acre of
ground you bury, at six inches distance and eight deep, a quantity of acorns, dates, chestnuts, and other
meast or vegetables, whereof these animals are fondest; then you drive six hundred or more of them into
thefidd, where, in afew days, they will root up the whole ground in search of their food, and make it fit
for sowing, a the same time manuring it with their dung: it istrue, upon experiment, they found the charge
and trouble very greset, and they had little or no crop. However it is not doubted, thet thisinvention may
be capable of great improvement.

| went into another room, where thewalls and ceiling were dl hung round with cobwebs, except a
narrow passage for the artist to go in and out. At my entrance, he called doud to me, "not to disturb his
webs." Helamented "the fatal mistake the world had been so long in, of using silkworms, while we had
such plenty of domestic insectswho infinitely excelled the former, because they understood how to
weave, aswell asspin." And he proposed further, "that by employing spiders, the charge of dyeing silks
should be wholly saved;" whereof | was fully convinced, when he showed me avast number of flies most
beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed his spiders, assuring us"that the webs would take atincture from
them; and as he had them of al hues, he hoped to fit everybody's fancy, as soon as he could find proper
food for theflies, of certain gums, ails, and other glutinous matter, to give a strength and consistence to
the threads."

There was an astronomer, who had undertaken to place asun-dia upon the great weeathercock on the
town-house, by adjusting the annua and diurna motions of the earth and sun, so asto answer and
coincide with dl accidenta turnings of thewind.

| was complaining of asmall fit of the colic, upon which my conductor led meinto aroomwherea
great physician resided, who was famous for curing that disease, by contrary operations from the same
ingrument. He had alarge pair of bellows, with along dender muzzle of ivory: this he conveyed eight
inches up the anus, and drawing in the wind, he affirmed he could make the guts aslank asadried
bladder. But when the disease was more stubborn and violent, he let in the muzzle while the bellows were
full of wind, which he discharged into the body of the patient; then withdrew the instrument to replenishiit,
clapping histhumb strongly againgt the orifice of then fundament; and this being repeated three or four
times, the adventitious wind would rush out, bringing the noxious dong with it, (like water put into a
pump), and the patient recovered. | saw him try both experiments upon a dog, but could not discern any
effect from the former. After the latter the anima was ready to burst, and made so violent adischarge as
was very offensve to me and my companion.

The dog died on the spot, and we left the doctor endeavouring to recover him, by the same operation.

| visited many other apartments, but shall not trouble my reader with al the curiosities | observed,
being sudious of brevity.

| had hitherto seen only one side of the academy, the other being appropriated to the advancers of
speculaive learning, of whom | shdl say something, when | have mentioned oneillustrious person more,
who is caled among them "the universd artist.” Hetold us'he had been thirty yearsemploying his
thoughtsfor the improvement of human life" He had two large rooms full of wonderful curiosities, and
fifty men at work. Some were condensing air into adry tangible substance, by extracting the nitre, and
letting the agueous or fluid particles percolate; others softening marble, for pillows and pin-cushions,
others petrifying the hoofs of aliving horse, to preserve them from foundering. The artist himsdlf wasa
that time busy upon two greet designs; thefirg, to sow land with chaff, wherein he affirmed the true
semind virtue to be contained, as he demonstrated by severa experiments, which | was not skilful
enough to comprehend. The other was, by a certain composition of gums, minerals, and vegetables,
outwardly applied, to prevent the growth of wool upon two young lambs; and he hoped, in areasonable



time to propagate the breed of naked sheep, dl over the kingdom.

We crossed awalk to the other part of the academy, where, as| have dready said, the projectorsin
Speculative learning resided.

Thefirst professor | saw, wasin avery large room, with forty pupils about him. After salutation,
observing meto look earnestly upon aframe, which took up the greatest part of both the length and
breadth of the room, he said, "Perhaps | might wonder to see him employed in a project for improving
speculative knowledge, by practical and mechanica operations. But the world would soon be sensible of
its usefulness; and he flattered himsdlf, that a more noble, exated thought never sprang in any other man's
head. Every one knew how |aborious the usual method is of attaining to arts and sciences, whereas, by
his contrivance, the most ignorant person, at areasonable charge, and with alittle bodily labour, might
write books in philosophy, poetry, politics, laws, mathematics, and theology, without the least assistance
from genius or sudy." He then led me to the frame, about the sides, whereof all his pupils stood in ranks.
It was twenty feet square, placed in the middle of the room. The superfices was composed of severa bits
of wood, about the bigness of adie, but some larger than others. They were dl linked together by dender
wires. These bits of wood were covered, on every square, with paper pasted on them; and on these
papers were written all the words of their language, in their severa moods, tenses, and declensions; but
without any order. The professor then desired me "to observe; for he was going to set hisengine at
work." The pupils, a his command, took each of them hold of an iron handle, whereof there were forty
fixed round the edges of the frame; and giving them a sudden turn, the whole disposition of the words
was entirely changed. He then commanded six-and-thirty of the lads, to read the severa lines softly, as
they appeared upon the frame; and where they found three or four words together that might make part
of asentence, they dictated to the four remaining boys, who were scribes. Thiswork was repeated three
or four times, and at every turn, the engine was so contrived, that the words shifted into new places, as
the square bits of wood moved upside down.

Six hours aday the young students were employed in thislabour; and the professor showed me
severa volumesin largefolio, dready collected, of broken sentences, which he intended to piece
together, and out of those rich materials, to give the world a complete body of al arts and sciences,
which, however, might be gtill improved, and much expedited, if the public would raise afund for making
and employing five hundred such framesin Lagado, and oblige the managers to contribute in common
their severd collections.

He assured me "that thisinvention had employed dl his thoughts from his youth; that he had emptied
the whole vocabulary into hisframe, and made the strictest computation of the general proportion thereis
in books between the numbers of particles, nouns, and verbs, and other parts of speech.”

I made my humblest acknowledgment to thisillustrious person, for his great communi cativeness; and
promised, "if ever | had the good fortune to return to my native country, that | would do him justice, as
the sole inventor of thiswonderful machine;" the form and contrivance of which | desired leaveto
ddineate on paper, asin thefigure here annexed. | told him, "athough it were the custom of our learned
in Europe to steal inventions from each other, who had thereby at least this advantage, that it became a
controversy which was the right owner; yet | would take such caution, that he should have the honour
entire, without ariva.”

We next went to the school of languages, where three professors sat in consultation upon improving
that of their own country.

Thefirst project was, to shorten discourse, by cutting polysyllablesinto one, and leaving out verbs
and participles, because, in redlity, dl thingsimaginable are but norms.

The other project was, a schemefor entirely abolishing dl words whatsoever; and thiswas urged asa
great advantage in point of health, aswell as brevity. For it isplain, that every word we speak is, in some
degree, adiminution of our lunge by corrosion, and, consequently, contributes to the shortening of our
lives. An expedient was therefore offered, "that since words are only namesfor things, it would be more
convenient for al men to carry about them such things as were necessary to express a particular business
they areto discourse on.” And thisinvention would certainly have taken place, to the great ease aswll
as hedlth of the subject, if the women, in conjunction with the vulgar and illiterate, had not threatened to



raise arebelion unless they might be allowed the liberty to speak with their tongues, after the manner of
their forefathers; such congtant irreconcilable enemies to science are the common people.

However, many of the most learned and wise adhere to the new scheme of expressing themsalves by
things, which has only thisinconvenience attending it, that if aman's business be very greet, and of various
kinds, he must be obliged, in proportion, to carry agreater bundle of things upon his back, unless he can
afford one or two strong servants to attend him. | have often beheld two of those sages amost sinking
under theweight of their packs, like pedlars among us, who, when they met in the street, would lay down
their loads, open their sacks, and hold conversation for an hour together; then put up their implements,
help each other to resumetheir burdens, and take their leave.

But for short conversations, aman may carry implementsin his pockets, and under his arms, enough
to supply him; and in his house, he cannot be at aloss. Therefore the room where company meet who
practisethisart, isfull of dl things, ready at hand, requisite to furnish matter for thiskind of artificid
converse.

Another great advantage proposed by thisinvention was, that it would serve asa universd language,
to be understood in al civilised nations, whose goods and utensils are generdly of the samekind, or
nearly resembling, so that their uses might easily be comprehended. And thus ambassadors would be
qudified to treat with foreign princes, or ministers of state, to whose tongues they were utter Strangers.

| was a the mathematical school, where the master taught his pupils after amethod scarce imaginable
to usin Europe. The proposition, and demonstration, were fairly written on athin wafer, with ink
composed of acephdlic tincture. This, the student was to swalow upon afasting ssomach, and for three
daysfollowing, eat nothing but bread and water. Asthe wafer digested, the tincture mounted to hisbrain,
bearing the proposition aong with it. But the success has not hitherto been answerable, partly by some
error inthe QUANTUM or composition, and partly by the perverseness of lads, to whom thisbolusis so
nauseous, that they generally steal aside, and discharge it upwards, before it can operate; neither have
they been yet persuaded to use so long an abstinence, as the prescription requires.

PART II1.CHAPTERVI.

[A further account of the academy. The author proposes some improvements, which are honourably
received.]

| nthe school of political projectors, | was but ill entertained:; the professors appearing, in my
judgment, wholly out of their senses, which is a scene that never failsto make me melancholy. These
unhappy people were proposing schemes for persuading monarchs to choose favourites upon the score
of their wisdom, capacity, and virtue; of teaching ministersto consult the public good; of rewarding merit,
grest abilities, eminent services, of ingtructing princesto know their true interest, by placing it on the same
foundation with that of their people; of choosing for employments persons qudified to exercise them, with
many other wild, impossible chimeras, that never entered before into the heart of man to conceive; and
confirmed in methe old observation, "that there is nothing so extravagant and irrationa, which some
philosophers have not maintained for truth.”

But, however, | shall sofar do justiceto this part of the Academy, asto acknowledge that al of them
were not so visionary. There was amost ingenious doctor, who seemed to be perfectly versed in the
whole nature and system of government. Thisillustrious person had very usefully employed hisstudies, in
finding out effectua remediesfor al diseases and corruptions to which the severd kinds of public
adminigtration are subject, by the vices or infirmities of those who govern, aswell as by the licentiousness
of those who areto obey. For instance: whereas al writers and reasoners have agreed, that thereisa
strict universal resemblance between the natura and the political body; can there be any thing more



evident, than that the health of both must be preserved, and the diseases cured, by the same
prescriptions? It isalowed, that senates and great councils are often troubled with redundant, ebullient,
and other peccant humours, with many diseases of the head, and more of the heart; with strong
convulsions, with grievous contractions of the nerves and sinews in both hands, but especidly theright;
with spleen, flatus, vertigos, and ddliriums; with scrofulous tumours, full of fetid purulent matter; with sour
frothy ructations. with canine appetites, and crudeness of digestion, besides many others, needlessto
mention.

This doctor therefore proposed, "that upon the meeting of the senate, certain physicians should attend
it thethreefirst days of their Sitting, and at the close of each day's debate fed the pulses of every senator;
after which, having maturely considered and consulted upon the nature of the severd maadies, and the
methods of cure, they should on the fourth day return to the senate house, attended by their apothecaries
stored with proper medicines, and before the members sat, administer to each of them lenitives,
oeritives, abstersves, corrosves, restringents, paliatives, laxatives, cephdagics, icterics,
apophlegmatics, acoudtics, astheir severa cases required; and, according as these medicines should
operate, repeat, dter, or omit them, at the next meeting.”

This project could not be of any great expense to the public; and might in my poor opinion, be of
much use for the despatch of business, in those countries where senates have any sharein the legidative
power; beget unanimity, shorten debates, open afew mouths which are now closed, and close many
more which are now open; curb the petulancy of the young, and correct the positiveness of the old; rouse
the stupid, and damp the pert.

Again: becauseitisagenerd complaint, that the favourites of princes are troubled with short and
weak memories; the same doctor proposed, "that whoever attended afirst minister, after having told his
business, with the utmost brevity and in the plainest words, should, at his departure, give the said minister
atweak by the nose, or akick in the belly, or tread on his corns, or lug him thrice by both ears, or run a
pininto his breech; or pinch hisarm black and blue, to prevent forgetfulness; and at every levee day,
repesat the same operation, till the business were done, or absolutely refused.”

He likewise directed, "that every senator in the great council of anation, after he had delivered his
opinion, and argued in the defence of it, should be obliged to give hisvote directly contrary; because if
that were done, the result would infallibly terminate in the good of the public.”

When partiesin astate are violent, he offered awonderful contrivance to reconcile them. The method
isthis: Y ou take ahundred leaders of each party; you dispose them into couples of such whose heads are
nearest of asize; then let two nice operators saw off the occiput of each couple at the sametime, in such
amanner that the brain may be equally divided. Let the occiputs, thus cut off, be interchanged, applying
each to the head of his opposite party-man. It seemsindeed to be awork that requires some exactness,
but the professor assured us, "that if it were dexteroudy performed, the curewould beinfalible.” For he
argued thus: "that the two haf brains being | eft to debate the matter between themsel ves within the space
of one skull, would soon come to a good understanding, and produce that moderation, aswell as
regularity of thinking, so much to be wished for in the heads of those, who imagine they comeinto the
world only to watch and govern its motion: and asto the difference of brains, in quantity or qudity,
among those who are directorsin faction, the doctor assured us, from his own knowledge, that "it was a
perfect trifle”

| heard avery warm debate between two professors, about the most commodious and effectua ways
and means of raising money, without grieving the subject. Thefirg affirmed, "the justest method would
be, to lay acertain tax upon vices and folly; and the sum fixed upon every man to be rated, after the
farest manner, by ajury of his neighbours." The second was of an opinion directly contrary; "to tax those
qudities of body and mind, for which men chiefly vaue themselves, the rate to be more or less, according
to the degrees of excdlling; the decision whereof should be left entirely to their own breast.” The highest
tax was upon men who are the greatest favourites of the other sex, and the assessments, according to the
number and nature of the favoursthey have received; for which, they are allowed to be their own
vouchers. Wit, vaour, and politeness, were likewise proposed to be largely taxed, and collected in the
same manner, by every person's giving his own word for the quantum of what he possessed. But asto



honour, justice, wisdom, and learning, they should not be taxed at al; because they are qudifications of
s0 angular akind, that no man will either dlow them in his neighbour or value them in himsdlf.

The women were proposed to be taxed according to their beauty and skill in dressing, wherein they
had the same privilege with the men, to be determined by their own judgment. But constancy, chadtity,
good sense, and good nature, were not rated, because they would not bear the charge of collecting.

To keep senatorsin the interest of the crown, it was proposed that the members should raffle for
employment; every man firgt taking an oath, and giving security, that he would vote for the court, whether
he won or not; after which, the losershad, in their turn, the liberty of raffling upon the next vacancy. Thus,
hope and expectation would be kept aive; none would complain of broken promises, but impute their
disappointments wholly to fortune, whose shoulders are broader and stronger than those of aministry.

Another professor showed me alarge paper of instructions for discovering plots and conspiracies
againg the government. He advised great statesmen to examine into the diet of al suspected persons,
their times of eating; upon which sidethey lay in bed; with which hand they wipe their posteriors, take a
grict view of their excrements, and, from the colour, the odour, the taste, the consistence, the crudeness
or maturity of digestion, form ajudgment of their thoughts and designs; because men are never so
serious, thoughtful, and intent, as when they are at stool, which he found by frequent experiment; for, in
such conjunctures, when he used, merely asatrid, to consider which was the best way of murdering the
king, his ordure would have atincture of green; but quite different, when he thought only of raising an
insurrection, or burning the metropalis.

The whole discourse was written with great acuteness, containing many observations, both curious
and useful for paliticians, but, as| concelved, not altogether complete. This| ventured to tell the author,
and offered, if he pleased, to supply him with some additions. He received my proposition with more
compliance than is usud among writers, especidly those of the projecting species, professing "hewould
be glad to receive further information.”

| told him, "that in the kingdom of Tribnia, (3) by the natives called Langdon, (4) where | had
sojourned sometimein my travels, the bulk of the people consist in amanner wholly of discoverers,
witnesses, informers, accuser's, prosecutors, evidences, swearers, together with their several subservient
and subatern instruments, al under the colours, the conduct, and the pay of ministers of state, and their
deputies. The plots, in that kingdom, are usualy the workmanship of those personswho desireto raise
their own characters of profound paliticians; to restore new vigour to acrazy administration; to stifle or
divert generd discontents; tofill their cofferswith forfeitures; and raise, or sink the opinion of public
credit, aseither shall best answer their private advantage. It isfirst agreed and settled among them, what
suspected persons shall be accused of aplot; then, effectud care istaken to secure all their letters and
papers, and put the ownersin chains. These papers are delivered to a set of artists, very dexterousin
finding out the mysterious meanings of words, syllables, and letters: for instance, they can discover a
close stoal, to signify aprivy council; aflock of geese, a senate; alame dog, an invader; the plague, a
sanding army; abuzzard, a prime minister; the gout, ahigh priest; agibbet, a secretary of state; a
chamber pot, acommittee of grandees; asieve, acourt lady; abroom, arevolution; a mouse-trap, an
employment; abottomless pit, atreasury; asink, acourt; acap and bells, afavourite; abroken reed, a
court of justice; an empty tun, agenera; arunning sore, the administration. (5)

"When this method fails, they have two others more effectud, which the learned among them call
acrogtics and anagrams. Firt, they can decipher dl initia lettersinto political meanings. Thus N, shdl
sgnify aplot; B, aregiment of horse; L, afleet at seg; or, secondly, by transposing the letters of the
alphabet in any suspected paper, they can lay open the degpest designs of a discontented party. So, for
example, if | should say, in aletter to afriend, 'Our brother Tom hasjust got the piles, askilful
decipherer would discover, that the same | etters which compose that sentence, may be analysed into the
following words, 'Resist--, aplot is brought home--The tour." And thisis the anagrammatic method.”

The professor made me great acknowledgments for communicating these observations, and promised
to make honourable mention of mein histreatise.

| saw nothing in this country that could invite me to alonger continuance, and began to think of
returning hometo England.



PART IIl1.CHAPTERVII.

[ The author leaves Lagado: arrives at Madonada. No ship ready. He takes a short voyage to
Glubbdubdrib. His reception by the governor.]

T he continent, of which thiski ngdom is gpart, extendsitsdlf, as| have reason to believe, eastward,
to that unknown tract of Americawestward of California; and north, to the Pacific Ocean, which isnot
above ahundred and fifty milesfrom Lagado; where thereisagood port, and much commerce with the
great idand of Luggnagg, situated to the north-west about 29 degrees north latitude, and 140 longitude.
Thisidand of Luggnagg stands south-eastward of Japan, about a hundred leagues distant. Thereisa
grict aliance between the Japanese emperor and the king of Luggnagg; which affords frequent
opportunities of sailing from one idand to the other. | determined therefore to direct my coursethisway,
in order to my return to Europe. | hired two mules, with aguide, to show me the way, and carry my small
baggage. | took leave of my noble protector, who had shown me so much favour, and made me a
generous present at my departure.

My journey was without any accident or adventure worth relating. When | arrived at the port of
Maldonada (for so it is called) there was no ship in the harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor likely to bein
sometime. Thetown is about aslarge as Portsmouth. | soon fell into some acquaintance, and was very
hospitably received. A gentleman of distinction said to me, "that snce the ships bound for Luggnagg
could not be ready in less than a month, it might be no disagreeable amusement for meto take atrip to
thelittleidand of Glubbdubdrib, about five leagues off to the south-west." He offered himsdlf and afriend
to accompany me, and that | should be provided with asmal convenient bark for the voyage.

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as| can interpret the word, signifiestheidand of sorcerersor magicians. Itis
about onethird aslarge asthe Ide of Wight, and extremdly fruitful: it is governed by the head of acertain
tribe, who are dl magicians. Thistribe marries only among each other, and the eldest in successioniis
prince or governor. He has anoble palace, and apark of about three thousand acres, surrounded by a
wall of hewn stone twenty feet high. In this park are severd small enclosuresfor cattle, corn, and
gardening.

The governor and hisfamily are served and attended by domestics of akind somewhat unusual. By
his skill in necromancy he has apower of caling whom he pleases from the dead, and commanding their
sarvice for twenty-four hours, but no longer; nor can he call the same persons up again in lessthan three
months, except upon very extraordinary occasions.

When we arrived at theidand, which was about eleven in the morning, one of the gentlemen who
accompanied me went to the governor, and desired admittance for a stranger, who came on purpose to
have the honour of attending on his highness. Thiswasimmediatdly granted, and we dl three entered the
gate of the palace between two rows of guards, armed and dressed after a very antic manner, and with
something in their countenances that made my flesh creep with ahorror | cannot express. We passed
through severa apartments, between servants of the same sort, ranked on each side as before, till we
came to the chamber of presence; where, after three profound obeisances, and afew genera questions,
we were permitted to sit on three stools, near the lowest step of his highnesss throne. He understood the
language of Balnibarbi, athough it was different from that of thisidand. He desired meto give him some
account of my travels; and, to let me seethat | should be treated without ceremony, he dismissed dl his
attendants with aturn of hisfinger; a which, to my great astonishment, they vanished in an indant, like
visonsin adream when we awake on asudden. | could not recover mysdlf in sometime, till the governor
assured me, "that | should receive no hurt:" and observing my two companions to be under no concern,
who had been often entertained in the same manner, | began to take courage, and related to his highness



ashort history of my severa adventures; yet not without some hesitation, and frequently looking behind
me to the place where | had seen those domestic spectres. | had the honour to dine with the governor,
where anew set of ghosts served up the meat, and waited at table. | now observed myself to be less
terrified than | had been in the morning. | stayed till sunset, but humbly desired his highnessto excuse me
for not accepting hisinvitation of lodging in the palace. My two friendsand | lay at aprivate housein the
town adjoining, which isthe capitd of thislittleidand; and the next morning we returned to pay our duty
to the governor, as he was pleased to command us.

After this manner we continued in the idand for ten days, most part of every day with the governor,
and at night in our lodging. | soon grew so familiarized to the Sight of spirits, that after the third or fourth
time they gave me no emotion a dl: or, if | had any apprehensions left, my curiogity prevailed over them.
For his highness the governor ordered me "to call up whatever persons| would choose to name, and in
whatever numbers, among al the dead from the beginning of the world to the present time, and command
them to answer any questions | should think fit to ask; with this condition, that my questions must be
confined within the compass of the timesthey lived in. And onething | might depend upon, that they
would certainly tel methetruth, for lying was ataent of no usein the lower world."

| made my humble acknowledgmentsto his highnessfor so grest afavour. We werein achamber,
from whence there was afair prospect into the park. And because my first inclination wasto be
entertained with scenes of pomp and magnificence, | desired to see Alexander the Grest at the head of
hisarmy, just after the battle of Arbela which, upon amoation of the governor'sfinger, immediately
gppeared in alarge field, under the window where we stood. Alexander was called up into the room: it
was with great difficulty that | understood his Greek, and had but little of my own. He assured me upon
his honour "that he was not poisoned, but died of abad fever by excessive drinking.”

Next, | saw Hannibal passing the Alps, who told me "he had not adrop of vinegar in hiscamp.”

| saw Caesar and Pompey at the head of their troops, just ready to engage. | saw the former, in his
last gresat triumph. | desired that the senate of Rome might appear before me, in one large chamber, and
an assembly of somewhat alater age in counterview, in another. Thefirst seemed to be an assembly of
heroes and demigods, the other, aknot of pedlars, pick-pockets, highwayman, and bullies.

The governor, at my request, gave the sign for Caesar and Brutus to advance towards us. | was
struck with aprofound veneration at the Sght of Brutus, and could easily discover the most consummete
virtue, the greatest intrepidity and firmness of mind, the truest love of his country, and generd
benevolence for mankind, in every lineament of his countenance. | observed, with much pleasure, that
these two persons were in good intelligence with each other; and Caesar freely confessed to me, "that the
greatest actions of hisown life were not equal, by many degrees, to the glory of taking it away." | had the
honour to have much conversation with Brutus, and wastold, "that his ancestor Junius, Socrates,
Epaminondas, Cato the younger, Sir Thomas More, and himsalf were perpetudly together:" a
sextumvirate, to which al the ages of the world cannot add a seventh.

It would be tedious to trouble the reader with relating what vast numbers of illustrious persons were
caled up to gretify that insatiable desire | had to see the world in every period of antiquity placed before
me. | chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding the destroyers of tyrants and usurpers, and the restorers of
liberty to oppressed and injured nations. But it isimpossible to expressthe satisfaction | received in my
own mind, after such amanner asto make it a suitable entertainment to the reader.

PART II1.CHAPTER VIII.

[A further account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient and modern history corrected.]
H aving adesire to see those ancients who were most renowned for wit and learning, | set apart one



day on purpose. | proposed that Homer and Aristotle might appear at the head of al their commentators;
but these were so numerous, that some hundreds were forced to attend in the court, and outward rooms
of the palace. | knew, and could distinguish those two heroes, at first sight, not only from the crowd, but
from each other. Homer was the taller and comelier person of the two, walked very erect for one of his
age, and his eyeswere the most quick and piercing | ever beheld. Aristotle stooped much, and made use
of agtaff. Hisvisage was meagre, hishair lank and thin, and hisvoice hollow. | soon discovered that both
of them were perfect strangersto the rest of the company, and had never seen or heard of them before;
and | had awhisper from aghost who shall be nameless, "that these commentators aways kept in the
most distant quartersfrom their principds, in the lower world, through a consciousness of shame and
guilt, because they had so horribly misrepresented the meaning of those authorsto posterity.” |

introduced Didymus and Eustathius to Homer, and prevailed on him to treat them better than perhaps
they deserved, for he soon found they wanted a geniusto enter into the spirit of a poet. But Aristotle was
out of al patience with the account | gave him of Scotus and Ramus, as| presented them to him; and he
asked them, "whether the rest of the tribe were as great dunces as themselves?'

| then desired the governor to call up Descartes and Gassendi, with whom | prevailed to explain their
systemsto Aristotle. Thisgreat philosopher freely acknowledged his own mistakesin natura philosophy,
because he proceeded in many things upon conjecture, as al men must do; and he found that Gassendi,
who had made the doctrine of Epicurus as paatable as he could, and the vortices of Descartes, were
equally to be exploded. He predicted the same fate to ATTRACTION, whereof the present learned are
such zealous asserters. He said, "that new systems of nature were but new fashions, which would vary in
every age; and even those, who pretend to demongtrate them from mathematical principles, would
flourish but ashort period of time, and be out of vogue when that was determined.”

| spent five daysin converaing with many others of the ancient learned. | saw most of the first Roman
emperors. | prevailed on the governor to call up Heliogabalus's cooksto dress us adinner, but they
could not show us much of their skill, for want of materids. A helot of Agesilaus made usadish of
Spartan broth, but | was not able to get down a second spoonful.

The two gentlemen, who conducted me to theidand, were pressed by their private affairsto returnin
three days, which | employed in seeing some of the modern dead, who had made the greatest figure, for
two or three hundred years past, in our own and other countries of Europe; and having been dwaysa
great admirer of old illustrious families, | desired the governor would cal up adozen or two of kings, with
their ancestorsin order for eight or nine generations. But my disappointment was grievous and
unexpected. For, instead of along train with royd diadems, | saw in one family two fiddlers, three spruce
courtiers, and an Italian prelate. In another, abarber, an abbot, and two cardinas. | have too great a
veneration for crowned heads, to dwell any longer on so nice a subject. But asto counts, marquises,
dukes, earls, and thelike, | was not o scrupulous. And | confess, it was not without some pleasure, that
| found mysdlf ableto trace the particular features, by which certain families are distinguished, up to their
originas. | could plainly discover whence one family derives along chin; why asecond has abounded
with knaves for two generations, and foolsfor two more; why athird happened to be crack-brained, and
afourth to be sharpers;, whence it came, what Polydore Virgil says of acertain great house, NEC VIR
FORTIS, NEC FOEMINA CASTA; how crudty, falsehood, and cowardice, grew to be characteristics
by which certain families are distinguished as much as by their coats of arms; who first brought the pox
into anoble house, which haslinedly descended scrofulous tumoursto their posterity. Neither could |
wonder at al this, when | saw such an interruption of lineages, by pages, lackeys, valets, coachmen,
gamesters, fiddlers, players, captains, and pickpockets.

| was chiefly disgusted with modern history. For having strictly examined dl the persons of greatest
name in the courts of princes, for ahundred years past, | found how the world had been mided by
progtitute writers, to ascribe the greatest exploitsin war, to cowards; the wisest counsd, to foals;
sncerity, to flatterers, Roman virtue, to betrayers of their country; piety, to athelsts; chadtity, to
sodomites; truth, to informers. how many innocent and excellent persons had been condemned to desth
or banishment by the practising of great ministers upon the corruption of judges, and the malice of
factions: how many villains had been exated to the highest places of trust, power, dignity, and profit: how



great ashare in the motions and events of courts, councils, and senates might be challenged by bawds,
whores, pimps, parasites, and buffoons. How low an opinion | had of human wisdom and integrity, when
| wastruly informed of the springs and motives of great enterprises and revolutionsin theworld, and of
the contemptible accidents to which they owed their success.

Here | discovered the roguery and ignorance of those who pretend to write anecdotes, or secret
history; who send so many kingsto their graves with a cup of poison; will repesat the discourse between a
prince and chief minister, where no witness was by; unlock the thoughts and cabinets of ambassadors
and secretaries of state; and have the perpetua misfortune to be mistaken. Here | discovered the true
causes of many great events that have surprised the world; how awhore can govern the back-gairs, the
back-stairs a council, and the council asenate. A genera confessed, in my presence, "that he got a
victory purely by the force of cowardice and ill conduct;" and an admira, "that, for want of proper
intelligence, he beat the enemy, to whom he intended to betray the flegt." Three kings protested to me,
"that in their whole reigns they never did once prefer any person of merit, unlessby mistake, or treachery
of someminister in whom they confided; neither would they do it if they wereto live again:” and they
showed, with great strength of reason, "that the roya throne could not be supported without corruption,
because that positive, confident, restiff temper, which virtue infused into aman, was a perpetua clog to
public busness.

| had the curiogity to inquirein a particular manner, by what methods great numbers had procured to
themsalves high titles of honour, and prodigious estates; and | confined my inquiry to avery modern
period: however, without grating upon present times, because | would be sure to give no offence even to
foreigners (for | hope the reader need not betold, that | do not in the least intend my own country, in
what | say upon this occasion,) agreat number of persons concerned were called up; and, upon avery
dight examination, discovered such ascene of infamy, that | cannot reflect upon it without some
seriousness. Perjury, oppression, subornation, fraud, pandarism, and the like infirmities, were among the
most excusable arts they had to mention; and for these | gave, asit was reasonable, great alowance. But
when some confessed they owed their greatness and wedlth to sodomy, or incest; others, to the
progtituting of their own wives and daughters, others, to the betraying of their country or their prince;
some, to poisoning; more to the perverting of justice, in order to destroy the innocent, | hope | may be
pardoned, if these discoveriesinclined me alittle to abate of that profound veneration, which | am
naturally apt to pay to persons of high rank, who ought to be treated with the utmost respect dueto their
sublimedignity, by ustheir inferiors.

| had often read of some great services done to princes and states, and desired to see the persons by
whom those services were performed. Upon inquiry | wastold, "that their names were to be found on no
record, except afew of them, whom history has represented as the vilest of rogues and traitors.” Asto
therest, | had never once heard of them. They all appeared with dejected looks, and in the meanest
habit; most of them telling me, “they died in poverty and disgrace, and the rest on ascaffold or agibbet.”

Among others, there was one person, whose case gppeared alittle sngular. He had ayouth about
eighteen years old standing by hisside. He told me, "he had for many years been commander of aship;
and in the seafight a Actium had the good fortune to break through the enemy's great line of battle, sink
three of their capital ships, and take afourth, which was the sole cause of Antony'sflight, and of the
victory that ensued; that the youth standing by him, hisonly son, waskilled in the action.” He added, "that
upon the confidence of some merit, the war being at an end, he went to Rome, and solicited at the court
of Augustusto be preferred to agreater ship, whose commander had been killed; but, without any regard
to his pretensions, it was given to aboy who had never seen the sea, the son of Libertina, who waited on
one of the emperor's mistresses. Returning back to his own vessdl, he was charged with neglect of duty,
and the ship given to afavourite page of Publicola, the vice-admira; whereupon heretired to apoor farm
at agreat distance from Rome, and there ended hislife." | was so curious to know the truth of this story,
that | desired Agrippamight be caled, who was admird in that fight. He gppeared, and confirmed the
whole account: but with much more advantage to the captain, whose modesty had extenuated or
concedled agresat part of his merit.

| was surprised to find corruption grown so high and so quick in that empire, by the force of luxury so



lately introduced; which made melesswonder at many parallel casesin other countries, where vices of al
kinds have reigned so much longer, and where the whole praise, aswell as pillage, has been engrossed
by the chief commander, who perhaps had the least title to either.

Asevery person caled up made exactly the same appearance he had done in the world, it gave me
melancholy reflections to observe how much the race of human kind was degenerated among uswithin
these hundred years past; how the pox, under al its consequences and denominations had altered every
lineament of an English countenance; shortened the size of bodies, unbraced the nerves, relaxed the
snews and muscles, introduced a sallow complexion, and rendered the flesh loose and rancid.

| descended so low, asto desire some English yeoman of the old slamp might be summoned to
appear; once so famous for the smplicity of their manners, diet, and dress, for justice in their dedlings; for
their true spirit of liberty; for their valour, and love of their country. Neither could | be wholly unmoved,
after comparing the living with the dead, when | considered how all these pure netive virtues were
prostituted for a piece of money by their grand-children; who, in sdling their votes and managing at
elections, have acquired every vice and corruption that can possibly be learned in acourt.

PART II1.CHAPTERIX.

[ The author returnsto Madonada. Sailsto the kingdom of Luggnagg. The author confined. Heis sent
for to court. The manner of hisadmittance. The king's great lenity to his subjects]

T heday of our departure being come, | took leave of his highness, the Governor of Glubbdubodrib,
and returned with my two companions to Maldonada, where, after afortnight's waiting, aship was ready
to sail for Luggnagg. The two gentlemen, and some others, were so generous and kind asto furnish me
with provisions, and see me on board. | was a month in this voyage. We had one violent ssorm, and were
under anecessity of steering westward to get into the trade wind, which holds for above sixty leagues.
Onthe 21« of April, 1708, we sailed into the river of Clumegnig, which isasegport town, at the
south-east point of Luggnagg. We cast anchor within aleague of the town, and made asignad for apilot.
Two of them came on board in less than half an hour, by whom we were guided between certain shods
and rocks, which are very dangerous in the passage, to alarge basin, where afleet may ride in safety
within acabléslength of the town-wall.

Some of our sailors, whether out of treachery or inadvertence, had informed the pilots "that | wasa
stranger, and greet traveller;" whereof these gave notice to a custom-house officer, by whom | was
examined very grictly upon my landing. This officer spoke to mein the language of Banibarbi, which, by
the force of much commerce, is generaly understood in that town, especialy by seamen and those
employed in the customs. | gave him ashort account of some particulars, and made my story asplausible
and consstent as | could; but | thought it necessary to disguise my country, and call mysdlf aHollander;
because my intentions were for Japan, and | knew the Dutch were the only Europeans permitted to enter
into that kingdom. | therefore told the officer, "that having been shipwrecked on the coast of Balnibarbi,
and cast on arock, | was received up into Laputa, or the flying idand (of which he had often heard), and
was now endeavouring to get to Japan, whence I might find a convenience of returning to my own
country.” The officer said, "I must be confined till he could receive orders from court, for which hewould
write immediately, and hoped to receive an answer in afortnight.” | was carried to a convenient lodging
with asentry placed at the door; however, | had the liberty of alarge garden, and was treated with
humanity enough, being maintained dl thetime at the king's charge. | wasinvited by severa persons,
chiefly out of curiosity, because it was reported that | came from countries very remote, of which they
had never heard.

| hired ayoung man, who came in the same ship, to be an interpreter; he was anative of Luggnagg,



but had lived some years at Ma donada, and was a perfect master of both languages. By his assstance, |
was able to hold a conversation with those who cameto visit me; but this consisted only of their
guestions, and my answers.

The despatch came from court about the time we expected. It contained awarrant for conducting me
and my retinueto TRALDRAGDUBH, or TRILDROGDRIB (for it is pronounced both ways as near as
| can remember), by a party of ten horse. All my retinue was that poor lad for an interpreter, whom |
persuaded into my service, and, at my humble request, we had each of usamuleto ride on. A messenger
was despatched half aday'sjourney before us, to give the king notice of my approach, and to desire,
"that his mgjesty would please to appoint aday and hour, when it would by his gracious pleasure thet |
might have the honour to lick the dust before hisfootstool.” Thisisthe court style, and | found it to be
more than matter of form: for, upon my admittance two days after my arriva, | was commanded to crawl
upon my belly, and lick the floor as | advanced; but, on account of my being a stranger, care was taken
to have it made so clean, that the dust was not offensive. However, thiswas a peculiar grace, not alowed
to any but persons of the highest rank, when they desire an admittance. Nay, sometimesthefloor is
strewed with dust on purpose, when the person to be admitted happens to have powerful enemies at
court; and | have seen agreat lord with his mouth so crammed, that when he had crept to the proper
distance from the throne; he was not able to speak aword. Neither isthere any remedy; becauseitis
capita for those, who receive an audience to spit or wipe their mouthsin his mgesty's presence. Thereis
indeed another custom, which | cannot atogether approve of: when the king hasamind to put any of his
noblesto death in a gentle indulgent manner, he commands the floor to be strewed with a certain brown
powder of adeadly composition, which being licked up, infalibly kills him in twenty-four hours. But in
justice to this prince's great clemency, and the care he has of his subjects lives (wherein it were much to
be wished that the Monarchs of Europe would imitate him), it must be mentioned for his honour, that
drict orders are given to have the infected parts of the floor well washed after every such execution,
which, if hisdomestics neglect, they arein danger of incurring hisroya displeasure. | myself heard him
givedirections, that one of his pages should be whipped, whose turn it was to give notice about washing
the floor after an execution, but mdicioudy had omitted it; by which neglect ayoung lord of great hopes,
coming to an audience, was unfortunately poisoned, athough the king at that time had no design againgt
hislife. But this good prince was so gracious as to forgive the poor page his whipping, upon promise that
he would do so no more, without specia orders.

To return from thisdigression. When | had crept within four yards of the throne, | raised mysdlf gently
upon my knees, and then striking my forehead seven times againgt the ground, | pronounced the following
words, as they had been taught me the night before, INCKPLING GLOFFTHROBB SQUUT
SERUMMBLHIOP MLASHNALT ZWIN TNODBALKUFFH SLHIOPHAD GURDLUBH ASHT.
Thisisthe compliment, established by the laws of the land, for al persons admitted to the king's
presence. It may be rendered into English thus. "May your cdestid majesty outlive the sun, € even moons
and ahdf!" To thistheking returned some answer, which, although | could not understand, yet | replied
as | had been directed: FLUFT DRIN YALERICK DWULDOM PRASTRAD MIRPUSH, which
properly signifies, "My tongueisin the mouth of my friend;" and by this expression was meant, thet |
desired leave to bring my interpreter; whereupon the young man aready mentioned was accordingly
introduced, by whose intervention | answered as many questions as his magesty could put in above an
hour. | spoke in the Balnibarbian tongue, and my interpreter delivered my meaning in that of Luggnagg.

The king was much delighted with my company, and ordered his BLIFFMARKLUB, or
high-chamberlain, to gppoint alodging in the court for me and my interpreter; with adaily alowance for
my table, and alarge purse of gold for my common expenses.

| staid three monthsin this country, out of perfect obedience to his majesty; who was pleased highly
to favour me, and made me very honourable offers. But | thought it more cons stent with prudence and
justice to pass the remainder of my dayswith my wife and family.



PART IIl1.CHAPTER X.

[ The Luggnaggians commended. A particular description of the Struldbrugs, with many conversations
between the author and some eminent persons upon that subject.]

T he Luggnaggians are a polite and generous people; and athough they are not without some share
of that pride which is peculiar to al Eastern countries, yet they show themselves courteousto strangers,
especialy such who are countenanced by the court. | had many acquaintance, and among persons of the
best fashion; and being aways attended by my interpreter, the conversation we had was not
disagreeable.

One day, in much good company, | was asked by a person of quality, "whether | had seen any of
their STRULDBRUGS, or immortals?' | said, "1 had not;" and desired he would explain to me "what he
meant by such an gppellation, gpplied to amorta creature.” He told me "that sometimes, though very
rarely, achild happened to be born in afamily, with ared circular spot in the forehead, directly over the
|eft eyebrow, which was an infalible mark that it should never die." The spot, as he described it, "was
about the compass of asilver thregpence, but in the course of time grew larger, and changed its colour;
for at twelve yearsold it became green, so continued till five and twenty, then turned to adeep blue: at
fiveand forty it grew cod black, and aslarge as an English shilling; but never admitted any further
dteration." He said, "these births were so rare, that he did not believe there could be above eleven
hundred struldbrugs, of both sexes, in the whole kingdom; of which he computed abot fifty in the
metropolis, and, among the rest, ayoung girl born; about three years ago: that these productions were
not peculiar to any family, but amere effect of chance; and the children of the STRULDBRUGS
themsalves were equally morta with the rest of the people.”

| fredy own mysdlf to have been struck with inexpressible deight, upon hearing this account: and the
person who gave it me happening to understand the Banibarbian language, which | spoke very well, |
could not forbear breaking out into expressions, perhaps alittle too extravagant. | cried out, asina
rapture, "Happy nation, where every child hath at least achance for being immorta! Happy people, who
enjoy so many living examples of ancient virtue, and have magters ready to instruct them in the wisdom of
al former ages! but happiest, beyond al comparison, are those excellent STRULDBRUGS, who, being
born exempt from that universal calamity of human nature, have their minds free and disengaged, without
the weight and depression of spirits caused by the continua apprehensions of death!™ | discovered my
admiration that | had not observed any of these illustrious persons at court; the black spot on the
forehead being so remarkable adistinction, that | could not have easily overlooked it: and it was
impossiblethat his magjesty, amost judicious prince, should not provide himself with agood number of
such wise and able counsdllors. Y et perhaps the virtue of those reverend sages wastoo gtrict for the
corrupt and libertine manners of a court: and we often find by experience, that young men are too
opinionated and volatile to be guided by the sober dictates of their seniors. However, since the king was
pleased to alow me access to hisroyal person, | was resolved, upon the very first occasion, to deliver
my opinion to him on this matter freely and at large, by the help of my interpreter; and whether he would
please to take my advice or not, yet in onething | was determined, that his mgesty having frequently
offered me an establishment in this country, | would, with great thankfulness, accept the favour, and pass
my life here in the conversation of those superior beingsthe STRULDBRUGS, if they would please to
admit me." The gentleman to whom | addressed my discourse, because (as| have dready observed) he
gpoke the language of Balnibarbi, said to me, with asort of asmilewhich usudly arisesfrom pity to the
ignorant, "that he was glad of any occasion to keep me among them, and desired my permission to
explain to the company what | had spoke." He did so, and they talked together for sometimein their
own language, whereof | understood not a syllable, neither could | observe by their countenances, what
impression my discourse had made on them. After ashort silence, the same person told me, "that his
friends and mine (so he thought fit to express himsdlf) were very much pleased with the judicious remarks



| had made on the great happiness and advantages of immortal life, and they were desirousto know, ina
particular manner, what scheme of living | should have formed to mysdlf, if it had falen to my lot to have
been born a STRULDBRUG."

| answered, "it was easy to be e oquent on so copious and ddlightful a subject, especidly to me, who
had been often apt to amuse mysalf with visons of what | should do, if | wereaking, agenerd, or a
great lord: and upon thisvery case, | had frequently run over the whole system how | should employ
myself, and passthetime, if | were sureto livefor ever.

"That, if it had been my good fortune to come into the world a STRULDBRUG, as soon as | could
discover my own happiness, by understanding the difference between life and death, | would first resolve,
by dl arts and methods, whatsoever, to procure mysdlf riches. In the pursuit of which, by thrift and
management, | might reasonably expect, in about two hundred years, to be the wedthiest manin the
kingdom. In the second place, | would, from my earliest youth, apply mysdf to the study of artsand
sciences, by which | should arriveintimeto exce dl othersinlearning. Lagtly, | would carefully record
every action and event of consequence, that happened in the public, impartialy draw the characters of
the severa successions of princes and great ministers of state, with my own observations on every point.
| would exactly set down the severa changesin customs, language, fashions of dress, diet, and
diversons. By al which acquirements, | should be aliving treasure of knowledge and wisdom, and
certainly become the oracle of the nation.

"1 would never marry after threescore, but live in ahospitable manner, yet till on the saving side. |
would entertain mysdlf in forming and directing the minds of hopeful young men, by convincing them, from
my own remembrance, experience, and observation, fortified by numerous examples, of the usefulness of
virtuein public and private life. But my choice and constant companions should be a set of my own
immortal brotherhood; among whom, | would el ect a dozen from the most ancient, down to my own
contemporaries. Where any of these wanted fortunes, | would provide them with convenient lodges
round my own estate, and have some of them adways a my table; only mingling afew of the most
vauable among you mortas, whom length of time would harden meto lose with little or no reluctance,
and treat your posterity after the same manner; just asaman diverts himsaf with the annua succession of
pinks and tulipsin his garden, without regretting the loss of those which withered the preceding year.

"These STRULDBRUGS and | would mutualy communicate our observations and memorids,
through the course of time; remark the severa gradations by which corruption stedlsinto the world, and
opposeit in every step, by giving perpetua warning and instruction to mankind; which, added to the
strong influence of our own example, would probably prevent that continual degeneracy of human nature
s0justly complained of inal ages.

"Add to this, the pleasure of seeing the various revolutions of states and empires; the changesin the
lower and upper world; ancient citiesin ruins, and obscure villages become the seats of kings; famous
riverslessening into shalow brooks; the ocean leaving one coast dry, and overwheming another; the
discovery of many countriesyet unknown; barbarity overrunning the politest nations, and the most
barbarous become civilized. | should then see the discovery of the longitude, the perpetua motion, the
universa medicine, and many other greet inventions, brought to the utmost perfection.

"What wonderful discoveries should we make in astronomy, by outliving and confirming our own
predictions; by observing the progress and return of comets, with the changes of motion in the sun, moon,
and gard”

| enlarged upon many other topics, which the natural desire of endlesslife, and sublunary happiness,
could eadly furnish me with. When | had ended, and the sum of my discourse had been interpreted, as
before, to the rest of the company, there was agood dedl of talk among them in the language of the
country, not without some laughter a my expense. At lag, the same gentleman who had been my
interpreter, said, "he was desired by the rest to set meright in afew mistakes, which | had fdleninto
through the common imbecility of human nature, and upon that allowance was |ess answerable for them.
That this breed of STRULDBRUGS was peculiar to their country, for there were no such people either
in Banibarbi or Japan, where he had the honour to be ambassador from his mgesty, and found the
nativesin both those kingdoms very hard to believe that the fact was possible: and it sppeared from my



astonishment when he first mentioned the matter to me, that | received it as athing wholly new, and
scarcely to be credited. That in the two kingdoms above mentioned, where, during his residence, he had
conversed very much, he observed long life to be the universal desire and wish of mankind. That
whoever had one foot in the grave was sure to hold back the other as strongly as he could. That the
oldest had till hopes of living one day longer, and looked on desth asthe greatest evil, from which nature
aways prompted him to retreat. Only inthisidand of Luggnagg the appetite for living was not so eage,
from the continua example of the STRULDBRUGS before their eyes.

"That the system of living contrived by me, was unreasonable and unjust; because it supposed a
perpetuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no man could be so foolish to hope, however extravagant
he may bein hiswishes. That the question therefore was not, whether aman would choose to be dways
in the prime of youth, attended with prosperity and hedlth; but how he would pass a perpetud life under
al the usua disadvantages which old age brings dong with it. For athough few men will avow their
desires of being immortal, upon such hard conditions, yet in the two kingdoms before mentioned, of
Banibarbi and Japan, he observed that every man desired to put off desth sometimelonger, let it
gpproach ever so late: and herarely heard of any man who died willingly, except he wereincited by the
extremity of grief or torture. And he appealed to me, whether in those countries | had travelled, aswell as
my own, | had not observed the same generd disposition.”

After this preface, he gave me a particular account of the STRULDBRUGS among them. He said,
"they commonly acted like mortalstill about thirty yearsold; after which, by degrees, they grew
melancholy and dejected, increasing in both till they cameto fourscore. This he learned from their own
confession: for otherwise, there not being above two or three of that species born in an age, they were
too few to form agenera observation by. When they came to fourscore years, which is reckoned the
extremity of living in this country, they had not only dl the follies and infirmities of other old men, but
many more which arose from the dreadful prospect of never dying. They were not only opinionétive,
peevish, covetous, morose, vain, takative, but incapable of friendship, and dead to dl natura affection,
which never descended below their grandchildren. Envy and impotent desires are their prevailing
passions. But those objects against which their envy seems principally directed, are the vices of the
younger sort and the deaths of the old. By reflecting on the former, they find themselves cut off from all
possihility of pleasure; and whenever they see afunerd, they lament and repine that others have goneto a
harbour of rest to which they themsalves never can hope to arrive. They have no remembrance of
anything but what they learned and observed in their youth and middle-age, and even that isvery
imperfect; and for the truth or particulars of any fact, it is safer to depend on common tradition, than upon
their best recollections. The least miserable among them appear to be those who turn to dotage, and
entirely lose their memories; these meet with more pity and assstance, because they want many bad
quditieswhich abound in others.

"If aSTRULDBRUG happen to marry one of hisown kind, the marriage is dissolved of course, by
the courtesy of the kingdom, as soon as the younger of the two comes to be fourscore; for the law thinks
it areasonable indulgence, that those who are condemned, without any fault of their own, to a perpetua
continuance in the world, should not have their misery doubled by the load of awife.

"As soon as they have completed the term of eighty years, they arelooked on asdead in law; their
heirsimmediately succeed to their estates; only asmal pittance is reserved for their support; and the poor
ones are maintained at the public charge. After that period, they are held incapable of any employment of
trust or profit; they cannot purchase lands, or take leases; neither are they alowed to be witnessesin any
cause, ether civil or crimind, not even for the decision of meers and bounds.

"At ninety, they lose their teeth and hair; they have at that age no distinction of taste, but eat and drink
whatever they can get, without relish or appetite. The diseases they were subject to still continue, without
increasing or diminishing. In talking, they forget the common appdlation of things, and the names of
persons, even of those who are their nearest friends and relations. For the same reason, they never can
amuse themsalves with reading, because their memory will not serveto carry them from the beginning of
a sentence to the end; and by this defect, they are deprived of the only entertainment whereof they might
otherwise be capable.



The language of this country being aways upon the flux, the STRULDBRUGS of one age do not
understand those of another; neither are they able, after two hundred years, to hold any conversation
(farther than by afew genera words) with their neighbours the mortals, and thusthey lie under the
disadvantage of living like foreignersin their own country.”

This was the account given me of the STRULDBRUGS, as near as| can remember. | afterwards saw
five or six of different ages, the youngest not above two hundred years old, who were brought to me at
severd times by some of my friends; but although they weretold, "that | was agrest traveller, and had
seen dl theworld," they had not the least curiosity to ask me aquestion; only desired "'l would give them
SLUMSKUDASK," or atoken of remembrance; which isamodest way of begging, to avoid the law,
that trictly forbidsit, because they are provided for by the public, although indeed with avery scanty
alowance.

They are despised and hated by all sorts of people. When one of them isborn, it is reckoned
ominous, and their birth isrecorded very particularly so that you may know their age by consulting the
register, which, however, has not been kept above athousand years past, or at least has been destroyed
by time or public disturbances. But the usua way of computing how old they are, is by asking them what
kings or great personsthey can remember, and then consulting history; for infalibly the last princein their
mind did not begin hisreign after they were four-score years old.

They were the most mortifying Sght | ever beheld; and the women more horrible than the men.
Besdesthe usud deformitiesin extreme old age, they acquired an additional ghastliness, in proportion to
their number of years, which isnot to be described; and among haf adozen, | soon distinguished which
was the eldest, although there was not above a century or two between them.

Thereader will easily believe, that from what | had hear and seen, my keen appetite for perpetuity of
lifewas much abated. | grew heartily ashamed of the pleasing visions| had formed; and thought no tyrant
could invent adegth into which | would not run with plessure, from such alife. The king heard of dl that
had passed between me and my friends upon this occasion, and rallied me very pleasantly; wishing |
could send acouple of STRULDBRUGS to my own country, to arm our people againgt the fear of
death; but this, it seems, isforbidden by the fundamenta laws of the kingdom, or else | should have been
well content with the trouble and expense of transporting them.

| could not but agree, that the laws of this kingdom relative to the STRULDBRUGS were founded
upon the strongest reasons, and such as any other country would be under the necessity of enacting, in
the like circumstances. Otherwise, as avarice is the necessary consequence of old age, those immortas
would in time become proprietors of the whole nation, and engross the civil power, which, for want of
abilitiesto manage, must end in the ruin of the public.

PART II1.CHAPTER XI.

[The author leaves Luggnagg, and sailsto Japan. From thence he returnsin a Dutch ship to
Amgerdam, and from Amsterdam to England.]

| thought this account of the STRUL DBRUGS might be some entertainment to the reader, because it
seemsto bealittle out of the common way; at least | do not remember to have met the likein any book
of travelsthat has cometo my hands: and if | am deceived, my excuse must be, that it is necessary for
travellerswho describe the same country, very often to agree in dwelling on the same particulars, without
deserving the censure of having borrowed or transcribed from those who wrote before them.

Thereisindeed a perpetua commerce between this kingdom and the great empire of Japan; and it is
very probable, that the Japanese authors may have given some account of the STRULDBRUGS,; but my
stay in Japan was so short, and | was so entirely a stranger to the language, that | was not qualified to



make any inquiries. But | hope the Dutch, upon this notice, will be curious and able enough to supply my
defects.

His maesty having often pressed me to accept some employment in his court, and finding me
absolutely determined to return to my native country, was pleased to give me hislicense to depart; and
honoured me with aletter of recommendation, under his own hand, to the Emperor of Japan. He likewise
presented me with four hundred and forty-four large pieces of gold (this nation delighting in even
numbers), and ared diamond, which | sold in England for eeven hundred pounds.

On the 6th of May, 1709, | took asolemn |leave of hismajesty, and al my friends. This prince was so
gracious asto order aguard to conduct meto Glanguenstald, which isaroya port to the south-west part
of theidand. In Sx days| found avessel ready to carry me to Japan, and spent fifteen daysin the
voyage.

Welanded at asmall port-town caled Xamoschi, situated on the south-east part of Japan; the town
lies on the western point, where there isanarrow srait leading northward into along arm of the sea, upon
the north-west part of which, Y edo, the metropalis, stands. At landing, | showed the custom-house
officersmy letter from the king of Luggnagg to hisimperid mgesty. They knew the sed perfectly well; it
was as broad as the pam of my hand. Theimpressonwas, A KING LIFTING UPA LAME BEGGAR
FROM THE EARTH. The magistrates of the town, hearing of my letter, received me asapublic
minister. They provided me with carriages and servants, and bore my chargesto Y edo; where | was
admitted to an audience, and delivered my |etter, which was opened with great ceremony, and explained
to the Emperor by an interpreter, who then gave me notice, by his magjesty's order, "that | should signify
my request, and, whatever it were, it should be granted, for the sake of hisroya brother of Luggnagg.”
Thisinterpreter was a person employed to transact affairs with the Hollanders. He soon conjectured, by
my countenance, that | was a European, and therefore repeated his magjesty's commandsin Low Dutch,
which he spoke perfectly well. | answered, as| had before determined, "that | was a Dutch merchant,
shipwrecked in avery remote country, whence | had travelled by seaand land to Luggnagg, and then
took shipping for Japan; where | knew my countrymen often traded, and with some of these | hoped to
get an opportunity of returning into Europe: | therefore most humbly entreated hisroya favour, to give
order that | should be conducted in safety to Nangasac." To this| added another petition, "that for the
sake of my patron the king of Luggnagg, his mgesty would condescend to excuse my performing the
ceremony imposed on my countrymen, of trampling upon the crucifix: because | had been thrown into his
kingdom by my misfortunes, without any intention of trading.” When thislatter petition wasinterpreted to
the Emperor, he seemed alittle surprised; and said, "he believed | wasthefirst of my countrymen who
ever made any scruplein this point; and that he began to doubt, whether | was areal Hollander, or not;
but rather suspected | must be a Christian. However, for the reasons | had offered, but chiefly to gratify
the king of Luggnagg by an uncommon mark of hisfavour, he would comply with the Sngularity of my
humour; but the affair must be managed with dexterity, and his officers should be commanded to let me
pass, asit were by forgetfulness. For he assured me, that if the secret should be discovered by my
countrymen the Dutch, they would cut my throat in the voyage.” | returned my thanks, by the interpreter,
for so unusua afavour; and some troops being at that time on their march to Nangasac, the commanding
officer had ordersto convey me safe thither, with particular instructions about the business of the crucifix.

On the 9th day of June, 1709, | arrived at Nangasac, after avery long and troublesome journey. |
soon fdl into the company of some Dutch sailors belonging to the Amboyna, of Amsterdam, a stout ship
of 450 tons. | had lived long in Holland, pursuing my studies at Leyden, and | spoke Dutch well. The
seamen soon knew whence | came last: they were curious to inquire into my voyages and course of life. |
made up astory as short and probable as| could, but concealed the greatest part. | knew many persons
in Holland. | was able to invent names for my parents, whom | pretended to be obscure peoplein the
province of Gelderland. | would have given the captain (one Theodorus Vangrult) what he pleased to ask
for my voyage to Holland; but understanding | was a surgeon, he was contented to take haf the usual
rate, on condition that | would serve himin theway of my caling. Before we took shipping, | was often
asked by some of the crew, whether | had performed the ceremony above mentioned? | evaded the
question by generd answers, "that | had satisfied the Emperor and court in dl particulars.” However, a



malicious rogue of a skipper went to an officer, and pointing to me, told him, "I had not yet trampled on
the crucifix;" but the other, who had received ingtructionsto let me pass, gave the rascal twenty strokes
on the shoulders with a bamboo; after which | was no more troubled with such questions.

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voyage. We sailed with afair wind to the Cape of Good
Hope, where we staid only to take in fresh water. On the 10th of April, 1710, we arrived safe at
Amgerdam, having logt only three men by sicknessin the voyage, and afourth, who fell from the
foremast into the sea, not far from the coast of Guinea. From Amsterdam | soon after set sail for
England, inasmal vessel belonging to thet city.

Onthe 16th of April we put in a the Downs. | landed next morning, and saw once more my native
country, after an absence of five years and sx months complete. | went straight to Redriff, wherel
arrived the same day at two in the afternoon, and found my wife and family in good health.

Part V. A Voyage To The Country Of The Houyhnhnms,

PART IV.CHAPTERI.

[ The author sets out as captain of a ship. His men conspire againgt him, confine him along timeto his
cabin, and set him on shore in an unknown land. He travels up into the country. The Y ahoos, a strange
sort of animal, described. The author meets two Houyhnhnms]

| continued at homewith my wife and children about five months, in avery happy condition, if | could
have learned the lesson of knowing when | waswell. | left my poor wife big with child, and accepted an
advantageous offer made me to be captain of the Adventurer, a stout merchantman of 350 tons: for |
understood navigation well, and being grown weary of a surgeon's employment at sea, which, however, |
could exercise upon occasion, | took a skilful young man of that caling, one Robert Purefoy, into my
ship. We st sail from Portsmouth upon the 7th day of September, 1710; on the 14th we met with
Captain Pocock, of Bristal, at Teneriffe, who was going to the bay of Campechy to cut logwood. On the
16th, he was parted from us by astorm; | heard since my return, that his ship foundered, and none
escaped but one cabin boy. He was an honest man, and agood sailor, but alittle too positive in hisown
opinions, which was the cause of his destruction, asit has been with severd others; for if he had followed
my advice, he might have been safe a home with hisfamily at thistime, aswell as mysdf.

| had severa men who died in my ship of calentures, so that | was forced to get recruits out of
Barbadoes and the Leeward Idands, where | touched, by the direction of the merchants who employed
me; which | had soon too much cause to repent: for | found afterwards, that most of them had been
buccaneers. | had fifty hands onboard; and my orderswere, that | should trade with the Indiansin the
South-Sea, and make what discoveries| could. These rogues, whom | had picked up, debauched my
other men, and they al formed a conspiracy to seize the ship, and secure me; which they did one
morning, rushing into my cabin, and binding me hand and foot, threatening to throw me overboard, if |
offered to ir. | told them, "I wastheir prisoner, and would submit." This they made me swear to do, and
then they unbound me, only fastening one of my legswith achain, near my bed, and placed a sentry a
my door with his piece charged, who was commanded to shoot me dead if | attempted my liberty. They
sent me own victuas and drink, and took the government of the ship to themselves. Their design wasto



turn pirates and, plunder the Spaniards, which they could not do till they got more men. But first they
resolved to sdll the goods the ship, and then go to Madagascar for recruits, severd among them having
died snce my confinement. They sailed many weeks, and traded with the Indians; but | knew not what
course they took, being kept aclose prisoner in my cabin, and expecting nothing lessthan to be
murdered, asthey often threatened me.

Upon the Sth day of May, 1711, one James Welch came down to my cabin, and said, "he had orders
from the captain to set me ashore.” | expostulated with him, but in vain; neither would he so much astell
me who their new captain was. They forced meinto the long-boat, letting me put on my best suit of
clothes, which were as good as new, and take asmall bundle of linen, but no arms, except my hanger;
and they were so civil as not to search my pockets, into which | conveyed what money | had, with some
other little necessaries. They rowed about aleague, and then set me down on astrand. | desired them to
tell mewhat country it was. They al swore, "they knew no more than mysdlf;" but said, "that the captain”
(asthey cdled him) "was resolved, after they had sold the lading, to get rid of mein thefirst place where
they could discover land." They pushed off immediately, advising me to make haste for fear of being
overtaken by thetide, and so bade me farewell.

In this desolate condition | advanced forward, and soon got upon firm ground, where | sat downon a
bank to rest mysdlf, and consider what | had best do. When | was alittle refreshed, | went up into the
country, resolving to ddiver mysdf to the first savages | should meet, and purchase my life from them by
some bracelets, glassrings, and other toys, which sailors usudly provide themsdveswith in those
voyages, and whereof | had some about me. The land was divided by long rows of trees, not regularly
planted, but naturaly growing; there was greeat plenty of grass, and severa fieds of oats. | waked very
circumspectly, for fear of being surprised, or suddenly shot with an arrow from behind, or on either side.
| fel into a beaten road, where | saw many tracts of human feet, and some of cows, but most of horses.
Atlast | beheld severd animasin afield, and one or two of the same kind sitting in trees. Their shape
was very singular and deformed, which alittle discomposed me, so that | lay down behind athicket to
observe them better. Some of them coming forward near the place where | lay, gave me an opportunity
of distinctly marking their form. Their heads and breasts were covered with athick hair, somefrizzled,
and otherslank; they had beardslike goats, and along ridge of hair down their backs, and the fore parts
of their legs and feet; but the rest of their bodies was bare, so that | might see their skins, which were of a
brown buff colour. They had notails, nor any hair at al on their buttocks, except about the anus, which, |
presume, nature had placed there to defend them asthey sat on the ground, for this posture they used, as
well aslying down, and often stood on their hind feet. They climbed high treesas nimbly asa squirrd, for
they had strong extended claws before and behind, terminating in sharp points, and hooked. They would
often spring, and bound, and legp, with prodigious agility. The femaeswere not so large asthe males,
they had long lank hair on their heads, but none on their faces, nor any thing more than a sort of down on
the rest of their bodies, except about the anus and pudenda. The dugs hung between their fore feet, and
often reached almost to the ground as they walked. The hair of both sexes was of severd colours,
brown, red, black, and yellow. Upon thewhole, | never beheld, inal my travels, so disagreeable an
animd, or one againg which | naturally conceived so strong an antipathy. So that, thinking | had seen
enough, full of contempt and aversion, | got up, and pursued the beaten road, hoping it might direct meto
the cabin of some Indian. | had not got far, when | met one of these creatures full in my way, and coming
up directly to me. The ugly monster, when he saw me, distorted severd ways, every feature of hisvisage,
and stared, as at an object he had never seen before; then approaching nearer, lifted up hisfore-paw,
whether out of curiosity or mischief | could not tell; but | drew my hanger, and gave him agood blow
with theflat Sdeof it, for | durst not strike with the edge, fearing the inhabitants might be provoked
againg me, if they should cometo know that | had killed or maimed any of their cattle. When the beast
felt the smart, he drew back, and roared so loud, that aherd of at least forty came flocking about me
from the next field, howling and making odious faces; but | ran to the body of atree, and leaning my back
againg it, kept them off by waving my hanger. Severd of this cursed brood, getting hold of the branches
behind, legped up into the tree, whence they began to discharge their excrements on my head; however, |
escaped pretty well by sticking closeto the stem of the tree, but was amogt tifled with thefilth, which



fell about me on every sde.

In the midst of thisdistress, | observed them al to run away on a sudden asfast asthey could; at
which | ventured to leave the tree and pursue the road, wondering what it was that could put them into
thisfright. But looking on my left hand, | saw ahorse walking softly in thefield; which my persecutors
having sooner discovered, was the cause of their flight. The horse started alittle, when he came near me,
but soon recovering himself, looked full in my face with manifest tokens of wonder; he viewed my hands
and fet, walking round me severa times. | would have pursued my journey, but he placed himself
directly in the way, yet looking with avery mild aspect, never offering the least violence. We stood gazing
at each other for sometime; at last | took the boldness to reach my hand towards his neck with adesign
to stroke it, using the common style and whistle of jockeys, when they are going to handle astrange
horse. But this animal seemed to receive my civilitieswith disdain, shook his head, and bent his brows,
softly raising up hisright fore-foot to remove my hand. Then he neighed three or four times, but in so
different a cadence, that | dmost began to think he was speaking to himself, in some language of hisown.

While he and | were thus employed, another horse came up; who applying himsdlf to thefirstin avery
forma manner, they gently struck each other'sright hoof before, neighing severd times by turns, and
varying the sound, which seemed to be dmost articulate. They went some paces off, asif it wereto
confer together, walking side by side, backward and forward, like persons ddliberating upon some affair
of weight, but often turning their eyestowards me, asit were to watch that | might not escape. | was
amazed to see such actions and behaviour in brute beasts; and concluded with mysdlf, that if the
inhabitants of this country were endued with a proportionable degree of reason, they must needs be the
wisest people upon earth. This thought gave me so much comfort, that | resolved to go forward, until |
could discover some house or village, or meet with any of the natives, leaving the two horsesto discourse
together asthey pleased. But thefirst, who was a dapple gray, observing meto sted off, neighed after
mein so expressive atone, that | fancied mysalf to understand what he meant; whereupon | turned back,
and came near to him to expect his farther commands: but concealing my fear asmuch as| could, for |
began to be in some pain how this adventure might terminate; and the reader will easly beieve| did not
much like my present Situetion.

The two horses came up close to me, looking with great earnestness upon my face and hands. The
gray steed rubbed my hat al round with hisright fore-hoof, and discomposed it so much that | was
forced to adjust it better by taking it off and settling it again; whereat, both he and his companion (who
was a brown bay) appeared to be much surprised: the latter felt the lappet of my coat, and finding it to
hang loose about me, they both |ooked with new signs of wonder. He stroked my right hand, seeming to
admire the softness and colour; but he squeezed it so hard between his hoof and his pastern, that | was
forced to roar; after which they both touched mewith al possible tenderness. They were under greeat
perplexity about my shoes and stockings, which they felt very often, neighing to each other, and using
various gestures, not unlike those of a philosopher, when he would attempt to solve some new and
difficult phenomenon.

Upon the whole, the behaviour of these animals was so orderly and rational, so acute and judicious,
that | at last concluded they must needs be magicians, who had thus metamorphosed themsel ves upon
some design, and seeing astranger in the way, resolved to divert themsalves with him; or, perhaps, were
redlly amazed at the Sght of aman so very different in habit, feature, and complexion, from those who
might probably live in so remote aclimate. Upon the strength of this reasoning, | ventured to address
them in the following manner: "Gentlemen, if you be conjurers, as| have good cause to believe, you can
understand my language; therefore | make bold to let your worships know that | am apoor distressed
Englishman, driven by his misfortunes upon your coast; and | entrest one of you to let meride upon his
back, asif hewerearea horse, to some house or village where | can berelieved. In return of which
favour, | will make you a present of this knife and bracelet,” taking them out of my pocket. The two
crestures stiood silent while | spoke, seeming to listen with great attention, and when | had ended, they
neighed frequently towards each other, asif they were engaged in serious conversation. | plainly
observed that their language expressed the passions very well, and the words might, with little pains, be
resolved into an aphabet more easily than the Chinese.



I could frequently distinguish theword Y AHOO, which was repeated by each of them severd times:
and dthough it was impossible for me to conjecture what it meant, yet while the two horseswere busy in
conversation, | endeavoured to practise thisword upon my tongue; and as soon asthey were silent, |
boldly pronounced Y AHOO in aloud voice, imitating at the sametime, as near as | could, the neighing of
ahorse; a which they were both visibly surprised; and the gray repested the same word twice, asif he
meant to teach me the right accent; wherein | spoke after him aswell as| could, and found mysdlf
perceivably to improve every time, though very far from any degree of perfection. Then the bay tried me
with a second word, much harder to be pronounced; but reducing it to the English orthography, may be
spelt thus, HOUYHNHNM. | did not succeed in this so well asin the former; but after two or three
farther trids, | had better fortune; and they both appeared amazed at my capacity.

After some further discourse, which | then conjectured might relate to me, the two friends took their
leaves, with the same compliment of striking each other's hoof; and the gray made me signsthat | should
walk before him; wherein | thought it prudent to comply, till I could find a better director. When | offered
to dacken my pace, hewould cry HHUUN HHUUN: | guessed his meaning, and gave himto
understand, aswdl as | could, "that | was weary, and not able to walk faster;" upon which hewould
gtand awhileto let merest.

PART IV.CHAPTERII.

[ The author conducted by a Houyhnhnm to his house. The house described. The author's reception.
Thefood of the Houyhnhnms. The author in distress for want of mest. Isat last reieved. His manner of
feeding in this country ]

H aving travelled about three miles, we came to along kind of building, made of timber stuck inthe
ground, and wattled across; the roof waslow and covered with straw. | now began to be alittle
comforted; and took out sometoys, which travellers usudly carry for presentsto the savage Indians of
America, and other parts, in hopes the people of the house would be thereby encouraged to receive me
kindly. The horse made me asign to go infirg; it was alarge room with a smooth clay floor, and arack
and manger, extending the whole length on one side. There were three nags and two mares, not egting,
but some of them stting down upon their hams, which | very much wondered at; but wondered moreto
seetherest employed in domestic business; these seemed but ordinary cattle. However, this confirmed
my first opinion, that a people who could so far civilise brute animas, must needs excd inwisdom al the
nations of theworld.

The gray camein just after, and thereby prevented any ill treetment which the others might have given
me. He neighed to them severd timesin astyle of authority, and received answers.

Beyond thisroom there were three others, reaching the length of the house, to which you passed
through three doors, opposite to each other, in the manner of avista. We went through the second room
towardsthethird. Here the gray walked infirst, beckoning me to attend: | waited in the second room,
and got ready my presentsfor the master and mistress of the house; they were two knives, three
bracelets of false pearls, asmall looking-glass, and a bead necklace. The horse neighed three or four
times, and | waited to hear some answersin ahuman voice, but | heard no other returnsthan in the same
didect, only one or two alittle shriller than his. | began to think that this house must belong to some
person of great note among them, because there appeared so much ceremony before | could gain
admittance. But, that aman of quality should be served dl by horses, was beyond my comprehension. |
feared my brain was disturbed by my sufferings and misfortunes. | roused myself, and looked about mein
the room where | was|eft one: thiswas furnished like thefirg, only after amore eegant manner. |
rubbed my eyes often, but the same objects ill occurred. | pinched my arms and sides to awake mysdlf,



hoping | might bein adream. | then absolutely concluded, that al these appearances could be nothing
€else but necromancy and magic. But | had no time to pursue these reflections; for the gray horse cameto
the door, and made me asign to follow him into the third room where | saw avery comely mare,
together with a colt and foa, Sitting on their haunches upon mats of straw, not unartfully made, and
perfectly neat and clean.

The mare soon after my entrance rose from her mat, and coming up close, after having nicely
observed my hands and face, gave me amost contemptuous look; and turning to the horse, | heard the
word Y AHOO often repeated betwixt them; the meaning of which word | could not then comprehend,
athough it wasthefirst | had learned to pronounce. But | was soon better informed, to my everlasting
mortification; for the horse, beckoning to me with his head, and repeeting the HHUUN, HHUUN, as he
did upon the road, which | understood was to attend him, led me out into akind of court, where was
another building, at some distance from the house. Here we entered, and | saw three of those detestable
creatures, which | first met after my landing, feeding upon roots, and the flesh of some animas, which |
afterwards found to be that of asses and dogs, and now and then a cow, dead by accident or disease.
They weredl tied by the neck with strong withes fastened to abeam; they held their food between the
clawsof their fore feet, and toreit with their tegth.

The master horse ordered asorrel nag, one of his servants, to untie the largest of these animals, and
take him into the yard. The beast and | were brought close together, and by our countenances diligently
compared both by master and servant, who thereupon repeated severa timestheword YAHOO. My
horror and astonishment are not to be described, when | observed in this abominable anima, a perfect
human figure: the face of it indeed wasflat and broad, the nose depressed, the lipslarge, and the mouth
wide; but these differences are common to al savage nations, where the lineaments of the countenance
are digtorted, by the natives suffering their infantsto lie grovelling on the earth, or by carrying them on
their backs, nuzzling with their face against the mothers shoulders. The fore-feet of the Y AHOO differed
from my handsin nothing else but the length of the nails, the coarseness and brownness of the pams, and
the hairiness on the backs. There was the same resemblance between our feet, with the same differences;
which | knew very well, though the horses did not, because of my shoes and stockings, the samein every
part of our bodies except asto hairiness and colour, which | have aready described.

The great difficulty that seemed to stick with the two horses, was to see the rest of my body so very
different from that of aY AHOQO, for which | was obliged to my clothes, whereof they had no
conception. The sorrel nag offered me aroot, which he held (after their manner, aswe shall describein
its proper place) between his hoof and pastern; | took it in my hand, and, having smdt it, returned it to
him again ascivilly as| could. He brought out of the Y AHOOS kennel a piece of asssflesh; but it smelt
so offengvely that | turned from it with loathing: he then threw it to the Y AHOO, by whom it was
greedily devoured. He afterwards showed me awisp of hay, and afetlock full of oats; but | shook my
head, to sgnify that neither of these were food for me. And indeed | now apprehended that | must
absolutdly starve, if | did not get to some of my own species; for asto thosefilthy Y AHOQOS, athough
there were few greater lovers of mankind at that time than myself, yet | confess| never saw any sengitive
being so detestable on dl accounts; and the more | came near them the more hateful they grew, whilel
stayed in that country. This the master horse observed by my behaviour, and therefore sent the Y AHOO
back to hiskennel. He then put hisfore-hoof to his mouth, at which | was much surprised, athough he
did it with ease, and with amotion that appeared perfectly natura, and made other Sgns, to know what |
would eat; but | could not return him such an answer as he was able to apprehend; and if he had
understood me, | did not see how it was possible to contrive any way for finding myself nourishment.
While we were thus engaged, | observed a cow passing by, whereupon | pointed to her, and expressed
adesireto go and milk her. This had its effect; for he led me back into the house, and ordered a
mare-servant to open aroom, where agood store of milk lay in earthen and wooden vessdls, after avery
orderly and cleanly manner. She gave me alarge bowlful, of which | drank very heartily, and found
mysdf wel refreshed.

About noon, | saw coming towards the house akind of vehicle drawn like adedge by four
YAHOOS. Therewasin it an old steed, who seemed to be of quality; he alighted with his hind-feet



forward, having by accident got ahurt in hisleft fore-foot. He came to dine with our horse, who received
him with grest civility. They dined in the best room, and had oats boiled in milk for the second course,
which the old horse ate warm, but the rest cold. Their mangers were placed circular in the middle of the
room, and divided into severa partitions, round which they sat on their haunches, upon bosses of straw.
In the middle was alarge rack, with angles answering to every partition of the manger; so that each horse
and mare ate their own hay, and their own mash of oats and milk, with much decency and regularity. The
behaviour of the young colt and foal appeared very modest, and that of the master and mistress
extremely cheerful and complaisant to their guest. The gray ordered meto stand by him; and much
discourse passed between him and hisfriend concerning me, as| found by the stranger's often looking on
me, and the frequent repetition of theword Y AHOO.

| happened to wear my gloves, which the master gray observing, seemed perplexed, discovering signs
of wonder what | had done to my fore-feet. He put his hoof three or four timesto them, asif he would
sgnify, that | should reduce them to their former shape, which | presently did, pulling off both my gloves,
and putting them into my pocket. This occasioned farther talk; and | saw the company was pleased with
my behaviour, whereof | soon found the good effects. | was ordered to speak the few words |
understood; and while they were at dinner, the master taught me the namesfor oats, milk, fire, water, and
some others, which | could readily pronounce after him, having from my youth agrest facility inlearning
langueges.

When dinner was done, the master horse took me aside, and by signs and words made me
understand the concern he wasin that | had nothing to eat. Oatsin their tongue are called HLUNNH.
Thisword | pronounced two or three times; for although | had refused them at first, yet, upon second
thoughts, | considered that | could contrive to make of them akind of bread, which might be sufficient,
with milk, to keep medive, till | could make my escape to some other country, and to creatures of my
own species. The horseimmediately ordered awhite mare servant of hisfamily to bring me agood
quantity of oatsin a sort of wooden tray. These | heated before thefire, aswell as| could, and rubbed
them till the husks came off, which | made a shift to winnow from the grain. | ground and best them
between two stones; then took water, and made them into a paste or cake, which | toasted at thefire
and eat warm with milk. It was a first avery insipid diet, though common enough in many parts of
Europe, but grew tolerable by time; and having been often reduced to hard fare in my life, thiswas not
thefirst experiment | had made how easily nature is satisfied. And | cannot but observe, that | never had
one hourssicknesswhile | stayed in thisidand. It istrue, | sometimes made a shift to catch arabbit, or
bird, by springs made of YAHOO'S hairs; and | often gathered wholesome herbs, which | boiled, and
ate as sdlads with my bread; and now and then, for ararity, | made alittle butter, and drank the whey. |
was at first at agreat lossfor sdt, but custom soon reconciled me to the want of it; and | am confident
that the frequent use of salt among usis an effect of luxury, and wasfirst introduced only as a provocative
to drink, except whereit is necessary for preserving flesh in long voyages, or in places remote from great
markets; for we observe no anima to be fond of it but man, and asto mysdf, when | left this country, it
was agrest while before | could endure the taste of it in anything that | ate.

Thisisenough to say upon the subject of my diet, wherewith other travellersfill their books, asif the
readers were persondly concerned whether we farewell or ill. However, it was necessary to mention this
matter, lest the world should think it impossiblethat | could find sustenancefor threeyearsin such a
country, and among such inhabitants.

When it grew towards evening, the master horse ordered a place for meto lodgein; it was but Six
yards from the house and separated from the stable of the Y AHOOS. Here | got some straw, and
covering mysdlf with my own clothes, dept very sound. But | wasin ashort time better accommodated,
asthereader shdl know hereafter, when | cometo treat more particularly about my way of living.



PART IV.CHAPTERIII.

[The author studiesto learn the language. The Houyhnhnm, his master, assistsin teaching him. The
language described. Severa Houyhnhnms of quality come out of curiosity to see the author. He gives his
master a short account of hisvoyage)]

M y principal endeavour wasto learn the language, which my master (for so | shall henceforth call
him), and his children, and every servant of his house, were desirous to teach me; for they looked upon it
asajprodigy, that a brute anima should discover such marks of arationa creature. | pointed to every
thing, and inquired the name of it, which | wrote down in my journa-book when | was done, and
corrected my bad accent by desiring those of the family to pronounce it often. In thisemployment, a
sorrel nag, one of the under-servants, was very ready to assst me.

In speaking, they pronounced through the nose and throat, and their language approaches nearest to
the High-Dutch, or German, of any | know in Europe; but is much more graceful and significant. The
emperor Charles V. made amost the same observation, when he said "that if he were to spesk to his
horse, it should bein High-Dutch.”

The curiosty and impatience of my master were so greet, that he spent many hours of hisleisureto
instruct me. He was convinced (as he afterwards told me) that | must bea’Y AHOO; but my
teachableness, civility, and cleanliness, astonished him; which were qualities dtogether opposite to those
animas. He was most perplexed about my clothes, reasoning sometimes with himsalf, whether they were
apart of my body: for | never pulled them off till the family were adeep, and got them on before they
waked in the morning. My master was eager to learn "whence | came; how | acquired those appearances
of reason, which | discovered in al my actions; and to know my story from my own mouth, which he
hoped he should soon do by the great proficiency | made in learning and pronouncing their words and
sentences.” To help my memory, | formed dl | learned into the English dphabet, and writ the words
down, with the trandations. Thislast, after sometime, | ventured to do in my master's presence. It cost
me much trouble to explain to him what | was doing; for the inhabitants have not the least idea of books
or literature.

In about ten weekstime, | was able to understand most of his questions; and in three months, could
give him sometolerable answers. He was extremely curiousto know "from what part of the country |
came, and how | was taught to imitate arational creature; because the Y AHOOS (whom he saw |
exactly resembled in my head, hands, and face, that were only visible), with some gppearance of cunning,
and the strongest disposition to mischief, were observed to be the most unteachable of dl brutes™ |
answered, "that | came over the seg, from afar place, with many others of my own kind, in agrest
hollow vessel made of the bodies of trees: that my companions forced meto land on this coast, and then
left meto shift for mysdlf." It waswith some difficulty, and by the help of many signs, that | brought him to
understand me. Hereplied, "that | must needs be mistaken, or that | said the thing which was not;"” for
they have no word in their language to expresslying or falsehood. "He knew it wasimpossible that there
could be a country beyond the sea, or that a parcel of brutes could move awooden vessdl whither they
pleased upon water. He was sure no HOUY HNHNM dive could make such avessdl, nor would trust
YAHOOS to manageit."

Theword HOUYHNHNM, in their tongue, signifiesaHORSE, and, in its etymology, the
PERFECTION OF NATURE. | told my master, "that | was at alossfor expression, but would improve
asfast as| could; and hoped, in ashort time, | should be ableto tell him wonders." He was pleased to
direct hisown mare, his colt, and foal, and the servants of the family, to take al opportunities of
ingtructing me; and every day, for two or three hours, he was at the same pains himsdlf. Severd horses
and mares of quality in the neighbourhood came often to our house, upon the report spread of "a
wonderful Y AHOO, that could speak likeaHOUY HNHNM, and seemed, in hiswords and actions, to
discover some glimmerings of reason.” These ddighted to converse with me: they put many questions,
and received such answers as | was able to return. By dl these advantages | made so great a progress,



that, in five monthsfrom my arriva | understood whatever was spoken, and could express myself
tolerably well.

The HOUYHNHNMS, who cameto visit my master out of adesign of seeing and talking with me,
could hardly believe meto be aright Y AHOO, because my body had a different covering from others of
my kind. They were astonished to observe me without the usud hair or skin, except on my heed, face,
and hands; but | discovered that secret to my master upon an accident which happened about afortnight
before.

| have already told the reader, that every night, when the family were goneto bed, it was my custom
to strip, and cover myself with my clothes. It happened, one morning early, that my master sent for me by
the sorrel nag, who was hisvalet. When he came | wasfast adeep, my clothes fdlen off on one side, and
my shirt above my waist. | awaked at the noise he made, and observed him to deliver hismessagein
some disorder; after which he went to my master, and in agreat fright gave him avery confused account
of what he had seen. This | presently discovered, for, going as soon as| was dressed to pay my
attendance upon his honour, he asked me "the meaning of what his servant had reported, that | was not
the same thing when | dept, as | appeared to be at other times; that his vae assured him, some part of
me was white, some yellow, at least not so white, and some brown.”

| had hitherto concealed the secret of my dress, in order to distinguish mysdlf, as much as possible,
from that cursed race of Y AHOOS; but now | found it invain to do so any longer. Besides, | considered
that my clothes and shoes would soon wear out, which aready were in adeclining condition, and must be
supplied by some contrivance from the hides of Y AHOQOS, or other brutes; whereby the whole secret
would be known. | therefore told my master, "that in the country whence | came, those of my kind
always covered their bodies with the hairs of certain animals prepared by art, aswell for decency asto
avoid the inclemencies of air, both hot and cold; of which, asto my own person, | would give him
immediate conviction, if he pleased to command me: only desiring hisexcusg, if | did not expose those
parts that nature taught usto concedl.” He said, "my discourse was al very strange, but especialy thelast
part; for he could not understand, why nature should teach usto conceal what nature had given; that
neither himsalf nor family were ashamed of any parts of their bodies; but, however, | might do as|
pleased.” Whereupon | first unbuttoned my coat, and pulled it off. | did the same with my waistcoat. |
drew off my shoes, stockings, and breeches. | let my shirt down to my waist, and drew up the bottom;
fagtening it like agirdle about my middle, to hide my nakedness.

My master observed the whole performance with great signs of curiosity and admiration. He took up
al my clothesin his pastern, one piece after another, and examined them diligently; he then siroked my
body very gently, and looked round me severd times; after which, he said, it wasplain| must bea
perfect YAHOO,; but that | differed very much from the rest of my speciesin the softness, whiteness, and
smoothness of my skin; my want of hair in severa parts of my body; the shape and shortness of my claws
behind and before; and my affectation of walking continualy on my two hinder feet. He desired to see no
more; and gave me leave to put on my clothes again, for | was shuddering with cold.

| expressed my uneasiness a his giving me so often the appdllation of Y AHOO, an odious animdl, for
which | had so utter a hatred and contempt: | begged he would forbear applying that word to me, and
make the same order in hisfamily and among hisfriends whom he suffered to see me. | requested
likewise, "that the secret of my having afase covering to my body, might be known to none but himself,
at least aslong as my present clothing should last; for asto what the sorrel nag, hisvalet, had observed,
his honour might command him to concedl it."

All thismy master very gracioudly consented to; and thus the secret was kept till my clothes began to
wear out, which | was forced to supply by severa contrivancesthat shall hereafter be mentioned. In the
meantime, he desired "'l would go on with my utmogt diligenceto learn their language, because hewas
more astonished a my capacity for speech and reason, than at the figure of my body, whether it were
covered or not;" adding, "that he waited with some impatience to hear the wonderswhich | promised to
tdl him."

Thenceforward he doubled the pains he had been at to instruct me: he brought meinto all company,
and made them treat me with civility; "because," ashetold them, privatdy, "thiswould put meinto good



humour, and make me more diverting.”

Every day, when | waited on him, beside the trouble he was at in teaching, he would ask me severa
questions concerning myself, which | answered aswell as| could, and by these means he had already
received some generd ideas, though very imperfect. It would be tediousto relate the severd steps by
which | advanced to amore regular conversation; but the first account | gave of mysdlf in any order and
length wasto this purpose:

"That | camefrom avery far country, as| dready had attempted to tell him, with about fifty more of
my own species, that we travelled upon the seasin agreat hollow vessal made of wood, and larger than
his honour's house. | described the ship to him in the best terms | could, and explained, by the help of my
handkerchief displayed, how it was driven forward by the wind. That upon aquarrel among us, | was set
on shore on this coast, where | walked forward, without knowing whither, till he delivered me from the
persecution of those execrable Y AHOOS." He asked me, "who made the ship, and how it was possible
that the HOUY HNHNMS of my country would leave it to the management of brutes?' My answer was,
"that | durst proceed no further in my relation, unless he would give me hisword and honour that he
would not be offended, and then | would tell him the wonders | had so often promised.” He agreed; and |
went on by assuring him, that the ship was made by cregtureslike mysdf; who, in al the countries | had
travelled, aswell asin my own, were the only governing rationa animas; and that upon my arriva hither,
| was as much astonished to see the HOUYHNHNMS act likerationa beings, as he, or hisfriends,
could be, in finding some marks of reason in a cresture he was pleased to call aY AHOO; towhich |
owned my resemblancein every part, but could not account for their degenerate and bruta nature. | said
farther, "that if good fortune ever restored me to my native country, to relate my travels hither, as|
resolved to do, everybody would believe, that | said the thing that was not, that | invented the story out
of my own head; and (with al possible respect to himsdlf, hisfamily, and friends, and under his promise
of not being offended) our countrymen would hardly think it probable that aHOUYHNHNM should be
the presiding creature of anation, and aY AHOO the brute.”

PART IV.CHAPTERV.

[ The Houyhnhnm's notion of truth and falsehood. The author's discourse disapproved by his master.
The author gives amore particular account of himsalf, and the accidents of hisvoyage]

M 'y master heard me with great appearances of uneasinessin his countenance; because doubting, or
not believing, are so little known in this country, that the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave themsalves
under such circumstances. And | remember, in frequent discourses with my master concerning the nature
of manhood in other parts of the world, having occasion to talk of lying and fal se representation, it was
with much difficulty that he comprehended what | meant, although he had otherwise amost acute
judgment. For he argued thus. "that the use of speech was to make us understand one another, and to
receive information of facts; now, if any one said the thing which was not, these ends were defeated,
because | cannot properly be said to understand him; and | am so far from receiving information, that he
leaves meworse than in ignorance; for | am led to beieve athing black, when it iswhite, and short, when
itislong." And these were dl the notions he had concerning that faculty of lying, so perfectly well
understood, and so universally practised, among human creatures.

To return from this digression. When | asserted that the Y AHOOS were the only governing animasin
my country, which my master said was atogether past his conception, he desired to know, "whether we
had HOUY HNHNMS among us, and what was their employment?* | told him, "we had great numbers,
that in summer they grazed in thefields, and in winter were kept in houses with hay and oats, where
Y AHOO servants were employed to rub their skins smooth, comb their manes, pick their feet, serve



them with food, and make their beds.” "I understand you well,” said my master: "it isnow very plain, from
al you have spoken, that whatever share of reason the Y AHOOS pretend to, the HOUYHNHNMS are
your masters, | heartily wish our Y AHOOS would be so tractable.” | begged "his honour would plesse
to excuse me from proceeding any further, because | was very certain that the account he expected from
me would be highly displeasing." But heinsgsted in commanding meto let him know the best and the
worst.

| told him "he should be obeyed.” | owned "that the HOUY HNHNMS among us, whom we called
horses, were the most generous and comely animaswe had; that they excelled in strength and swiftness;
and when they bel onged to persons of qudity, were employed in travelling, racing, or drawing chariots,
they were treated with much kindness and care, till they fell into diseases, or became foundered in the
feet; but then they were sold, and used to al kind of drudgery till they died; after which their skinswere
stripped, and sold for what they were worth, and their bodies | eft to be devoured by dogs and birds of
prey. But the common race of horses had not so good fortune, being kept by farmers and carriers, and
other mean people, who put them to greater labour, and fed them worse.” | described, aswell as| could,
our way of riding; the shape and use of abridle, asaddle, a spur, and awhip; of harness and whedls. |
added, "that we fastened plates of a certain hard substance, called iron, at the bottom of their feet, to
preserve their hoofs from being broken by the sony ways, on which we often travelled.”

My master, after some expressions of great indignation, wondered ""how we dared to venture upon a
HOUYHNHNM'S back; for he was sure, that the weakest servant in his house would be able to shake
off the strongest Y AHOO; or by lying down and rolling on his back, squeeze the brute to death.” |
answered "that our horses were trained up, from three or four years old, to the severd uses we intended
them for; that if any of them proved intolerably vicious, they were employed for carriages; that they were
severdy beaten, while they were young, for any mischievoustricks; that the maes, designed for the
common use of riding or draught, were generally castrated about two years after their birth, to take down
their spirits, and make them more tame and gentle; that they were indeed sensible of rewards and
punishments, but his honour would please to consder, that they had not the least tincture of reason, any
more than the Y AHOOS in this country.”

It put me to the pains of many circumlocutions, to give my master aright idea of what | spoke; for
their language does not abound in variety of words, because their wants and passions are fewer than
among us. But it isimpossible to express his noble resentment at our savage treetment of the
HOUYHNHNM race; particularly after | had explained the manner and use of castrating horses among
us, to hinder them from propagating their kind, and to render them more servile. He said, "if it were
possible there could be any country where Y AHOOS aone were endued with reason, they certainly
must be the governing animal; because reason in time will dways prevall againgt brutal strength. But,
considering the frame of our bodies, and especidly of mine, he thought no cresture of equa bulk was so
ill-contrived for employing that reason in the common offices of life;" whereupon he desired to know
whether those among whom | lived resembled me, or the Y AHOOS of his country?* | assured him, "that
| was aswell shaped as most of my age; but the younger, and the fema es, were much more soft and
tender, and the skins of the latter generally aswhite asmilk." He said, "1 differed indeed from other
Y AHOQOS, being much more cleanly, and not atogether so deformed; but, in point of red advantage, he
thought | differed for the worse: that my nails were of no use either to my fore or hinder feet; asto my
forefeet, he could not properly cal them by that name, for he never observed me to walk upon them;
that they were too soft to bear the ground; that | generdly went with them uncovered; neither wasthe
covering | sometimes wore on them of the same shape, or S0 strong as that on my feet behind: that |
could not walk with any security, for if either of my hinder feet dipped, | must inevitably fal." Hethen
began to find fault with other parts of my body: "the flatness of my face, the prominence of my nose, mine
eyes placed directly infront, so that | could not look on either side without turning my head: that | was
not able to feed mysdf, without lifting one of my fore-feet to my mouth: and therefore nature had placed
thosejointsto answer that necessity. He knew not what could be the use of those severa cleftsand
divisonsin my feet behind; that these were too soft to bear the hardness and sharpness of stones, without
acovering made from the skin of some other brute; that my whole body wanted afence against heat and



cold, which | wasforced to put on and off every day, with tediousness and trouble: and lastly, that he
observed every animal in this country naturally to abhor the Y AHOOS, whom the wesker avoided, and
the stronger drove from them. So that, supposing us to have the gift of reason, he could not see how it
were possible to cure that natural antipathy, which every creature discovered againgt us; nor
consequently how we could tame and render them serviceable. However, hewould," as he said, "debate
the matter no farther, because he was more desirous to know my own story, the country where|l was
born, and the severa actions and events of my life, before | came hither."

| assured him, "how extremely desirous | was that he should be satisfied on every point; but | doubted
much, whether it would be possible for meto explain myself on several subjects, whereof his honour
could have no conception; because | saw nothing in his country to which | could resemble them; that,
however, | would do my best, and strive to express mysdlf by smilitudes, humbly desiring his assistance
when | wanted proper words;" which he was pleased to promise me.

| said, "my birth was of honest parents, in an idand called England; which was remote from his
country, as many days journey asthe strongest of his honour's servants could travel in the annual course
of the sun; that | was bred a surgeon, whose trade it is to cure wounds and hurtsin the body, gotten by
accident or violence; that my country was governed by afemale man, whom we called queen; that | Ieft it
to get riches, whereby | might maintain myself and family, when | should return; that, in my last voyage, |
was commander of the ship, and had about fifty Y AHOOS under me, many of which died at seg, and |
was forced to supply them by others picked out from several nations; that our ship was twice in danger
of being sunk, thefirgt time by agreat storm, and the second by striking againgt arock.” Here my master
interposed, by asking me, "how | could persuade strangers, out of different countries, to venture with me,
after thelosses | had sustained, and the hazards | had run?’ | said, "they were fellows of desperate
fortunes, forced to fly from the places of their birth on account of their poverty or their crimes. Some
were undone by lawsuits; others spent dl they had in drinking, whoring, and gaming; othersfled for
treason; many for murder, theft, poisoning, robbery, perjury, forgery, coining false money, for committing
rapes, or sodomy; for flying from their colours, or deserting to the enemy; and most of them had broken
prison; none of these durst return to their native countries, for fear of being hanged, or of starving in ajail;
and therefore they were under the necessity of seeking alivelihood in other places.”

During this discourse, my master was pleased to interrupt me severd times. | had made use of many
circumlocutionsin describing to him the nature of the severa crimes for which most of our crew had been
forced to fly their country. Thislabour took up severa days conversation, before he was able to
comprehend me. He waswholly at alossto know what could be the use or necessity of practisng those
vices. To clear up which, | endeavoured to give some ideas of the desire of power and riches; of the
terrible effects of lugt, intemperance, maice, and envy. All this| wasforced to define and describe by
putting cases and making suppositions. After which, like one whose imagination was struck with
something never seen or heard of before, he would lift up his eyes with amazement and indignation.
Power, government, war, law, punishment, and athousand other things, had no terms wherein that
language could express them, which made the difficulty dmaost insuperable, to give my master any
conception of what | meant. But being of an excedllent understanding, much improved by contemplation
and converse, he at last arrived at acompetent knowledge of what human nature, in our parts of the
world, is capable to perform, and desired | would give him some particular account of that land which we
cal Europe, but especidly of my own country.

PART IV.CHAPTERV.

[The author at his master's command, informs him of the state of England. The causes of war among



the princes of Europe. The author beginsto explain the English condtitution.]

T hereader may please to observe, that the following extract of many conversations| had with my
magter, contains asummary of the most materia points which were discoursed a severd timesfor above
two years; his honour often desiring fuller satisfaction, as| farther improved in the HOUY HNHNM
tongue. | laid before him, aswell as | could, the whole state of Europe; | discoursed of trade and
manufactures, of arts and sciences; and the answers | gaveto all the questions he made, asthey arose
upon severa subjects, were afund of conversation not to be exhausted. But | shall here only set down
the substance of what passed between us concerning my own country, reducing it in order aswell as|
can, without any regard to time or other circumstances, while | gtrictly adhere to truth. My only concern
is, that | shal hardly be able to do justice to my master's arguments and expressions, which must needs
suffer by my want of capacity, aswell as by atrandation into our barbarous English.

In obedience, therefore, to his honour's commands, | related to him the Revolution under the Prince of
Orange; the long war with France, entered into by the said prince, and renewed by his successor, the
present queen, wherein the greatest powers of Christendom were engaged, and which till continued: |
computed, a hisrequest, "that about amillion of Y AHOOS might have been killed in the whole progress
of it; and perhaps a hundred or more cities taken, and five times as many ships burnt or sunk."

He asked me, "what were the usua causes or motives that made one country go to war with
another?' | answered "they were innumerable; but | should only mention afew of the chief. Sometimes
the ambition of princes, who never think they have land or people enough to govern; sometimesthe
corruption of ministers, who engage their master in awar, in order to sifle or divert the clamour of the
subjects agang their evil adminigration. Difference in opinions has cost many millions of lives: for
instance, whether flesh be bread, or bread be flesh; whether the juice of a certain berry be blood or wing;
whether whistling be avice or avirtue; whether it be better to kissapogt, or throw it into thefire; what is
the best colour for a coat, whether black, white, red, or gray; and whether it should be long or short,
narrow or wide, dirty or clean; with many more.

Neither are any wars so furious and bloody, or of so long a continuance, as those occasioned by
differencein opinion, especidly if it bein thingsindifferent.

"Sometimesthe quarrel between two princesisto decide which of them shal dispossessathird of his
dominions, where neither of them pretend to any right. Sometimes one prince quarrels with another for
fear the other should quarrel with him. Sometimes awar is entered upon, because the enemy istoo
strong; and sometimes, because heistoo weak. Sometimes our neighbours want the things which we
have, or have the things which we want, and we both fight, till they take ours, or give ustheirs. It isavery
justifiable cause of awar, to invade a country after the people have been wasted by famine, destroyed by
pestilence, or embroiled by factions among themsdlves. It isjudtifiable to enter into war againgt our
nearest aly, when one of histowns lies convenient for us, or aterritory of land, that would render our
dominions round and complete. If aprince sendsforcesinto a nation, where the people are poor and
ignorant, he may lawfully put haf of them to death, and make daves of therest, in order to civilizeand
reduce them from their barbarous way of living. It isavery kingly, honourable, and frequent practice,
when one prince desires the assi stance of another, to secure him againgt an invasion, that the assistant,
when he has driven out the invader, should seize on the dominions himself, and kill, imprison, or banish,
the prince he cameto relieve. Alliance by blood, or marriage, is afrequent cause of war between princes,
and the nearer the kindred is, the greater their disposition to quarrel; poor nations are hungry, and rich
nations are proud; and pride and hunger will ever be at variance. For these reasons, the trade of asoldier
is held the most honourable of all others; because asoldier isaY AHOO hired tokill, in cold blood, as
many of his own species, who have never offended him, as possibly he can.

"Thereislikewise akind of beggarly princesin Europe, not able to make war by themsalves, who hire
out their troopsto richer nations, for so much aday to each man; of which they keep three-fourthsto
themselves, and it isthe best part of their maintenance: such are those in many northern parts of Europe.”

"What you have told me," said my master, "upon the subject of war, does indeed discover most
admirably the effects of that reason you pretend to: however, it is happy that the shameis greater than the



danger; and that nature has | eft you utterly incapable of doing much mischief. For, your mouthslying flat
with your faces, you can hardly bite each other to any purpose, unless by consent. Then asto the claws
upon your feet before and behind, they are so short and tender, that one of our Y AHOOS would drive a
dozen of yours before him. And therefore, in recounting the numbers of those who have beenkilled in
battle, I cannot but think you have said the thing whichisnot.”

| could not forbear shaking my head, and smiling alittle at hisignorance. And being no stranger to the
art of war, | gave him adescription of cannons, culverins, muskets, carabines, pistols, bullets, powder,
swords, bayonets, battles, sieges, retreats, attacks, undermines, countermines, bombardments, seafights,
ships sunk with athousand men, twenty thousand killed on each sde, dying groans, limbsflying in theair,
smoke, noise, confusion, trampling to deeth under horses feet, flight, pursuit, victory; fields strewed with
carcases, left for food to dogs and wolves and birds of prey; plundering, stripping, ravishing, burning, and
destroying. And to set forth the vaour of my own dear countrymen, | assured him, "that | had seen them
blow up ahundred enemies at oncein asiege, and as many in aship, and beheld the dead bodies drop
down in pieces from the clouds, to the great diverson of the spectators.”

| was going on to more particulars, when my master commanded me silence. He said, "whoever
understood the nature of Y AHOOS, might easily believe it possible for so vile an animal to be capable of
every action | had named, if their strength and cunning equalled their maice. But as my discourse had
increased his abhorrence of the whole species, so he found it gave him adisturbance in his mind to which
he waswholly astranger before.

He thought his ears, being used to such abominable words, might, by degrees, admit them with less
detestation: that athough he hated the Y AHOOS of this country, yet he no more blamed them for their
odious qudlities, than he did aGNNAYH (abird of prey) for its crudty, or asharp stonefor cutting his
hoof. But when a creature pretending to reason could be capable of such enormities, he dreaded lest the
corruption of that faculty might be worse than brutality itself. He seemed therefore confident, that, instead
of reason we were only possessed of some qudity fitted to increase our natura vices, asthe reflection
from atroubled stream returnstheimage of an ill shapen body, not only larger but more distorted.”

He added, "that he had heard too much upon the subject of war, both in this and some former
discourses. There was another point, which alittle perplexed him at present. | had informed him, that
some of our crew |eft their country on account of being ruined by law; that | had aready explained the
meaning of the word; but he was at aloss how it should come to pass, that the law, which was intended
for every man's preservation, should be any man'sruin. Therefore he desired to be further satisfied what |
meant by law, and the dispensers thereof, according to the present practice in my own country; because
he thought nature and reason were sufficient guides for areasonable animal, as we pretended to be, in
showing uswhat he ought to do, and what to avoid.”

| assured his honour, "that the law was a science in which | had not much conversed, further than by
employing advocates, in vain, upon some injustices that had been done me: however, | would give him al
the satisfaction | wasable.”

| said, "there was a society of men among us, bred up from their youth in the art of proving, by words
multiplied for the purpose, that whiteis black, and black iswhite, according asthey are paid. To this
society dl the rest of the people are daves. For example, if my neighbour has amind to my cow, hehasa
lawyer to prove that he ought to have my cow from me. I must then hire another to defend my right, it
being againg all rules of law that any man should be alowed to spesk for himself. Now, inthiscasg, I,
who am the right owner, lie under two great disadvantages: first, my lawyer, being practised dmost from
his cradle in defending falsehood, is quite out of his eement when he would be an advocate for justice,
which isan unnaturd office he dways attempts with great awkwardness, if not with ill-will. The second
disadvantageis, that my lawyer must proceed with great caution, or else he will be reprimanded by the
judges, and abhorred by his brethren, as one that would lessen the practice of the law. And therefore |
have but two methods to preserve my cow. Thefirst is, to gain over my adversary's lawyer with adouble
fee, who will then betray his dlient by ingnuating that he hath justice on his Sde. The second way isfor my
lawyer to make my cause gppear as unjust as he can, by alowing the cow to belong to my adversary:
and this, if it be skilfully done, will certainly bespeak the favour of the bench. Now your honour isto



know, that these judges are persons appointed to decide al controversies of property, aswell asfor the
trid of criminals, and picked out from the most dexterous lawyers, who are grown old or lazy; and having
been biassed dl their lives againgt truth and equity, lie under such afata necessity of favouring fraud,
perjury, and oppression, that | have known some of them refuse alarge bribe from the side where justice
lay, rather than injure the faculty, by doing any thing unbecoming their nature or their office.

"It isamaxim among these lawyers that whatever has been done before, may legally be done again:
and therefore they take special careto record al the decisions formerly made against common justice,
and the generd reason of mankind. These, under the name of precedents, they produce as authoritiesto
justify the most iniquitous opinions; and the judges never fail of directing accordingly.

"In pleading, they studioudy avoid entering into the merits of the cause; but areloud, violent, and
tedious, in dwelling upon al circumstances which are not to the purpose. For instance, in the case already
mentioned; they never desireto know what claim or title my adversary hasto my cow; but whether the
said cow were red or black; her hornslong or short; whether thefield | graze her in be round or square;
whether shewas milked a home or abroad; what diseases sheis subject to, and the like; after which they
consult precedents, adjourn the cause from time to time, and in ten, twenty, or thirty years, cometo an
issue

"It islikewise to be observed, that this society has a peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no
other mortal can understand, and wherein dl their laws are written, which they take specia careto
multiply; whereby they have wholly confounded the very essence of truth and falsehood, of right and
wrong; so that it will take thirty yearsto decide, whether the field |eft me by my ancestors for six
generations belongsto me, or to astranger three hundred miles off.

"Inthetria of persons accused for crimes againgt the state, the method is much more short and
commendable: the judge first sends to sound the disposition of those in power, after which he can easily
hang or save acrimind, drictly preserving al due formsof law.”

Here my madter interposing, said, "it was a pity, that creatures endowed with such prodigious abilities
of mind, asthese lawyers, by the description | gave of them, must certainly be, were not rather
encouraged to be ingtructors of othersin wisdom and knowledge." In answer to which | assured his
honour, "that in al points out of their own trade, they were usudly the most ignorant and stupid
generation among us, the most despicable in common conversation, avowed enemiesto dl knowledge
and learning, and equally disposed to pervert the general reason of mankind in every other subject of
discourse asin that of their own professon.”

PART IV.CHAPTER VI.

[A continuation of the state of England under Queen Anne. The character of afirst minister of satein
European courts.]

M 'y master was yet wholly at alossto understand what motives could incite this race of lawyersto
perplex, disquiet, and weary themselves, and engage in aconfederacy of injustice, merely for the sake of
injuring their felow-animds; neither could he comprehend what | meant in saying, they did it for hire.
Whereupon | was at much painsto describe to him the use of money, the materiasit was made of, and
the vaue of the metds; "that when a Y AHOO had got agreat store of this precious substance, he was
able to purchase whatever he had a mind to; the finest clothing, the noblest houses, greeat tracts of land,
the most costly mests and drinks, and have his choice of the most beautiful females. Therefore since
money aone was ableto perform al these feats, our Y AHOOS thought they could never have enough of
it to spend, or to save, asthey found themsalvesinclined, from their natura bent either to profusion or
avarice; that the rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man'slabour, and the latter were athousand to



onein proportion to the former; that the bulk of our people were forced to live miserably, by labouring
every day for smdl wages, to make afew live plentifully.”

| enlarged mysalf much on these, and many other particulars to the same purpose; but his honour was
dtill to seek; for he went upon a suppaosition, that al animas had atitle to their share in the productions of
the earth, and especialy those who presided over the rest. Therefore he desired | would let him know,
"what these costly meats were, and how any of us happened to want them?' Whereupon | enumerated as
many sorts as came into my head, with the various methods of dressing them, which could not be done
without sending vessals by seato every part of theworld, aswell for liquorsto drink asfor sauces and
innumerabl e other conveniences. | assured him “that thiswhole globe of earth must be at least three times
gone round before one of our better femae Y AHOOS could get her breakfast, or acup to put it in." He
sad "that must needs be amiserable country which cannot furnish food for its own inhabitants. But what
he chiefly wondered at was, how such vast tracts of ground as | described should be wholly without fresh
water, and the people put to the necessity of sending over the seafor drink.” | replied "that England (the
dear place of my nativity) was computed to produce three times the quantity of food morethan its
inhabitants are able to consume, aswell asliquors extracted from grain, or pressed out of the fruit of
certain trees, which made excellent drink, and the same proportion in every other convenience of life.
But, in order to feed the luxury and intemperance of the males, and the vanity of the females, we sent
away the greatest part of our necessary thingsto other countries, whence, in return, we brought the
materials of diseases, folly, and vice, to spend among ourselves. Hence it follows of necessity, that vast
numbers of our people are compelled to seek their livelihood by begging, robbing, stedling, cheating,
pimping, flattering, suborning, forswearing, forging, gaming, lying, fawning, hectoring, voting, scribbling,
dtar-gazing, poisoning, whoring, canting, libelling, freethinking, and the like occupations” every one of
which terms | was at much painsto make him understand.

"That wine was not imported among us from foreign countries to supply the want of water or other
drinks, but because it was a sort of liquid which made us merry by putting us out of our senses, diverted
al melancholy thoughts, begat wild extravagant imaginationsin the brain, raised our hopes and banished
our fears, suspended every office of reason for atime, and deprived us of the use of our limbs, till wefdll
into a profound deep; athough it must be confessed, that we aways awaked sick and dispirited; and that
the use of thisliquor filled us with diseases which made our lives uncomfortable and short.

"But beside dl this, the bulk of our people supported themsdves by furnishing the necessities or
conveniences of life to the rich and to each other. For instance, when | am at home, and dressed as|
ought to be, I carry on my body the workmanship of a hundred tradesmen; the building and furniture of
my house employ as many more, and five times the number to adorn my wife."

| was going onto tell him of another sort of people, who get their livelihood by attending the sick,
having, upon some occasions, informed his honour that many of my crew had died of diseases. But here
it was with the utmost difficulty that | brought him to apprehend what | meant. "He could easily conceive,
that aHOUYHNHNM, grew weak and heavy afew days before his degth, or by some accident might
hurt alimb; but that nature, who works dl things to perfection, should suffer any painsto breed in our
bodies, he thought impossible, and desired to know the reason of so unaccountable an evil."

| told him "we fed on athousand things which operated contrary to each other; that we ate when we
were not hungry, and drank without the provocation of thirg; that we sat whole nights drinking strong
liquors, without eating a bit, which disposed usto doth, inflamed our bodies, and precipitated or
prevented digestion; that progtitute female Y AHOOS acquired a certain malady, which bred rottenness
in the bones of those who féll into their embraces; that this, and many other diseases, were propagated
from father to son; so that great numbers came into the world with complicated maladies upon them; that
it would be endlessto give him a catalogue of dl diseasesincident to human bodies, for they would not
be fewer than five or six hundred, spread over every limb and joint -in short, every part, externa and
intestine, having diseases appropriated to itself. To remedy which, there was asort of people bred up
among usin the profession, or pretence, of curing the sick. And because | had some skill in the faculty, |
would, in gratitude to his honour, let him know the whole mystery and method by which they proceed.

"Their fundamentd is, that al diseases arise from repletion; whence they conclude, that agreeat



evacuation of the body is necessary, ether through the natural passage or upwards at the mouth. Their
next businessisfrom herbs, mineras, gums, ails, shells, sdts, juices, seaweed, excrements, barks of
trees, serpents, toads, frogs, spiders, dead men's flesh and bones, birds, beasts, and fishes, to form a
composition, for smell and taste, the most abominable, nauseous, and detestable, they can possibly
contrive, which the somach immediately rgectswith loathing, and thisthey call avomit; or ese, from the
same store-house, with some other poisonous additions, they command usto take in at the orifice above
or below (just asthe physician then happensto be digposed) amedicine equaly annoying and disgustful
to the bowd's, which, relaxing the belly, drives down al beforeit; and thisthey cal apurge, or aclyser.
For nature (asthe physicians adlege) having intended the superior anterior orifice only for the intromission
of solidsand liquids, and theinferior posterior for gection, these artistsingenioudy consdering that in dl
diseases nature is forced out of her seet, therefore, to replace her init, the body must betreated in a
manner directly contrary, by interchanging the use of each orifice; forcing solidsand liquidsin at the anus,
and making evacuations at the mouith.

"But, besidesred diseases, we are subject to many that are only imaginary, for which the physicians
have invented imaginary cures, these have their several names, and so have the drugsthat are proper for
them; and with these our female Y AHOOS are alwaysinfested.

"One great excellency inthistribe, istheir skill at prognostics, wherein they seldom falil; their
predictionsin red diseases, when they riseto any degree of malignity, generdly portending deeth, which
isawaysin their power, when recovery isnot: and therefore, upon any unexpected signs of amendment,
after they have pronounced their sentence, rather than be accused as false prophets, they know how to
approve their sagacity to the world, by a seasonable dose.

"They arelikewise of specid use to husbhands and wives who are grown weary of their mates; to
eldest sons, to great ministers of state, and often to princes.”

I had formerly, upon occasion, discoursed with my master upon the nature of government in generd,
and particularly of our own excellent congtitution, deservedly the wonder and envy of the whole world.
But having here accidentaly mentioned aminister of state, he commanded me, sometime after, to inform
him, "what speciesof YAHOO | particularly meant by that appellation.”

| told him, "that afirst or chief minister of state, who was the person | intended to describe, wasthe
creature wholly exempt from joy and grief, love and hatred, pity and anger; at least, makes use of no
other passions, but aviolent desire of wealth, power, and titles; that he applies hiswordsto al uses,
except to the indication of hismind; that he never telsatruth but with an intent that you should takeit for
alie; nor alie, but with adesign that you should take it for atruth; that those he speaks worst of behind
their backs arein the surest way of preferment; and whenever he beginsto praise you to others, or to
yoursdlf, you are from that day forlorn. The worst mark you can receiveisapromise, especialy when it
is confirmed with an oath; after which, every wise man retires, and gives over al hopes.

"There are three methods, by which aman may riseto be chief minister. Thefirgt is, by knowing how,
with prudence, to dispose of awife, adaughter, or asster; the second, by betraying or undermining his
predecessor; and thethird is, by afurious zed, in public assemblies, againgt the corruption's of the court.
But awise prince would rather choose to employ those who practise the last of these methods; because
such zedots prove aways the most obsequious and subservient to the will and passions of their master.
That these minigters, having al employments at their disposd, preserve themsalvesin power, by bribing
the mgority of a senate or great council; and at last, by an expedient, caled an act of indemnity”
(whereof | described the nature to him), "they secure themsalves from after-reckonings, and retire from
the public laden with the spoils of the nation.

"The palace of achief minister isa seminary to breed up othersin hisown trade: the pages, lackeys,
and porters, by imitating their master, become ministers of satein their severd didtricts, and learn to
excd inthethree principd ingredients, of insolence, lying, and bribery. Accordingly, they have asubatern
court paid to them by persons of the best rank; and sometimes by the force of dexterity and impudence,
arrive, through several gradations, to be successorsto their lord.

"Heisusudly governed by adecayed wench, or favourite footman, who are the tunnds through which
all graces are conveyed, and may properly be cdled, in the last resort, the governors of the kingdom.”



Oneday, in discourse, my master, having heard me mention the nobility of my country, was pleased
to make me acompliment which | could not pretend to deserve: "that he was sure | must have been born
of some noble family, because | far exceeded in shape, colour, and cleanliness, dl the Y AHOOS of his
nation, athough | seemed to fail in strength and agility, which must be imputed to my different way of
living from those other brutes, and besides | was not only endowed with the faculty of speech, but
likewise with some rudiments of reason, to adegree that, with al his acquaintance, | passed for a
prodigy."

He made me observe, "that among the HOUY HNHNMS, the white, the sorrel, and the iron-gray,
were not so exactly shaped as the bay, the dapple-gray, and the black; nor born with equal talents of
mind, or acapacity to improve them; and therefore continued dways in the condition of servants, without
ever aspiring to match out of their own race, which in that country would be reckoned monstrous and
unnaturd.”

I made his honour my most humble acknowledgments for the good opinion he was pleased to
concelve of me, but assured him at the same time, "that my birth was of the lower sort, having been born
of plain honest parents, who were just able to give me atolerable education; that nobility, among us, was
atogether adifferent thing from the idea he had of it; that our young noblemen are bred from their
childhood inidleness and luxury; that, as soon as yearswill permit, they consumetheir vigour, and
contract odious diseases anong lewd femdes; and when ther fortunes are dmost ruined, they marry
some woman of mean birth, disagreeable person, and unsound congtitution (merely for the sake of
money), whom they hate and despise. That the productions of such marriages are generdly scrofulous,
rickety, or deformed children; by which meansthe family seldom continues above three generations,
unlessthe wife takes care to provide a healthy father, anong her neighbours or domestics, in order to
improve and continue the breed. That aweak diseased body, a meagre countenance, and sallow
complexion, are the true marks of noble blood; and a hedlthy robust appearanceis so disgraceful ina
man of quality, that the world concludes hisred father to have been agroom or acoachman. The
imperfections of hismind run paralel with those of hisbody, being acompostion of spleen, dullness,
ignorance, caprice, sensudity, and pride.

"Without the consent of thisillustrious body, no law can be enacted, repedled, or dtered: and these
nobles have likewise the decision of al our possessions, without gpped.” (6)

PART IV.CHAPTER VII.

[The author's great love of his native country. His master's observations upon the congtitution and
adminigtration of England, as described by the author, with parallel cases and comparisons. His master's
observations upon human nature.]

T hereader may be disposed to wonder how | could prevail on myself to give so freea
representation of my own species, anong arace of mortals who are aready too apt to concelve the vilest
opinion of humankind, from that entire congruity between me and their Y AHOOS. But | must fredly
confess, that the many virtues of those excedllent quadrupeds, placed in opposite view to human
corruptions, had so far opened my eyes and enlarged my understanding, that | began to view the actions
and passons of man in avery different light, and to think the honour of my own kind not worth managing;
which, besides, it wasimpossible for meto do, before a person of so acute ajudgment as my master,
who daily convinced me of athousand faultsin myself, whereof | had not the least perception before, and
which, with us, would never be numbered even among human infirmities. | had likewiselearned, from his
example, an utter detestation of al falsehood or disguise; and truth appeared so amiable to me, that |
determined upon sacrificing every thing toiit.



Let me ded so candidly with the reader asto confess that there was yet a much stronger motive for
the freedom | took in my representation of things. | had not yet been ayear in this country beforel
contracted such alove and veneration for the inhabitants, that | entered on afirm resolution never to
return to humankind, but to pass the rest of my life among these admirable HOUYHNHNMS, in the
contemplation and practice of every virtue, where | could have no example or incitement to vice. But it
was decreed by fortune, my perpetua enemy, that so greet afdicity should not fal to my share.
However, it isnow some comfort to reflect, that in what | said of my countrymen, | extenuated their faults
asmuch as| durst before so gtrict an examiner; and upon every article gave asfavourable aturn asthe
matter would bear. For, indeed, who isthere dive that will not be swayed by hisbiasand partidity to the
place of hishirth?

| have related the substance of severa conversations| had with my master during the greatest part of
thetime | had the honour to be in his service; but have, indeed, for brevity sake, omitted much more than
is here set down.

When | had answered dl his questions, and his curiosity seemed to be fully satisfied, he sent for me
one morning early, and commanded meto sit down at some distance (an honour which he had never
before conferred upon me). He said, "he had been very serioudy considering my whole story, asfar asit
related both to mysalf and my country; that he looked upon us as a sort of animals, to whose share, by
what accident he could not conjecture, some small pittance of reason had fallen, whereof we made no
other use, than by its assistance, to aggravate our natural corruptions, and to acquire new ones, which
nature had not given us, that we disarmed ourselves of the few abilities she had bestowed; had been very
successful in multiplying our origind wants, and seemed to spend our whole livesin vain endeavoursto
supply them by our own inventions; that, asto mysdlf, it was manifest | had neither the strength nor agility
of acommon YAHQOOQO; that | walked infirmly on my hinder feet; had found out a contrivance to make
my claws of no use or defence, and to remove the hair from my chin, which wasintended as a shelter
from the sun and the wegther: lagtly, that | could neither run with speed, nor climb trees like my brethren,”
ashecaled them, "the Y AHOOS in his country.

"That our ingtitutions of government and law were plainly owing to our gross defects in reason, and by
consequence in virtue; because reason doneis sufficient to govern arationd creature; which was,
therefore, a character we had no pretence to challenge, even from the account | had given of my own
people; athough he manifestly perceived, that, in order to favour them, | had concealed many particulars,
and often said the thing which was not.

"He was the more confirmed in this opinion, because, he observed, that as| agreed in every festure of
my body with other Y AHOOS, except where it wasto my red disadvantage in point of strength, speed,
and activity, the shortness of my claws, and some other particulars where nature had no part; so from the
representation | had given him of our lives, our manners, and our actions, he found as near aresemblance
in the digposgition of our minds." He said, "the Y AHOOS were known to hate one another, more than
they did any different species of animass; and the reason usualy assigned was, the odiousness of their
own shapes, which dl could seein therest, but not in themselves. He had therefore begun to think it not
unwisein usto cover our bodies, and by that invention conceal many of our deformities from each other,
which would el se be hardly supportable. But he now found he had been mistaken, and that the
dissensions of those brutesin his country were owing to the same cause with ours, as | had described
them. For if," said he, "you throw among five Y AHOOS as much food aswould be sufficient for fifty,
they will, instead of esting peacesbly, fal together by the ears, each single oneimpatient to have dl to
itsdlf; and therefore a servant was usualy employed to stand by while they were feeding abroad, and
those kept at home weretied at a distance from each other: that if acow died of age or accident, before
aHOUYHNHNM could secureit for hisown Y AHOQOS, those in the nelghbourhood would comein
herdsto seizeit, and then would ensue such abattle as | had described, with terrible wounds made by
their claws on both sides, athough they seldom were able to kill one another, for want of such convenient
instruments of death aswe had invented. At other times, the like battles have been fought between the
Y AHOOS of severd neighbourhoods, without any visible cause; those of one digtrict watching all
opportunitiesto surprise the next, before they are prepared. But if they find their project has miscarried,



they return home, and, for want of enemies, engageinwhat | call acivil war anong themsdlves.

"That in somefields of his country there are certain shining stones of severd colours, whereof the
YAHOOS are violently fond: and when part of these sonesisfixed in the earth, asit sometimes
happens, they will dig with their clawsfor whole days to get them out; then carry them away, and hide
them by heapsin their kennels; but still looking round with greet caution, for fear their comrades should
find out their treasure.” My master said, "he could never discover the reason of this unnaturd appetite, or
how these stones could be of any useto aY AHOO; but now he bdieved it might proceed from the same
principle of avarice which | had ascribed to mankind. That he had once, by way of experiment, privately
removed a heap of these stones from the place where one of his Y AHOOS had buried it; whereupon the
sordid animal, missing histreasure, by hisloud lamenting brought the whole herd to the place, there
miserably howled, then fell to biting and tearing the rest, began to pine away, would neither eat, nor
deep, nor work, till he ordered aservant privately to convey the stonesinto the same hole, and hide them
as before; which, when his Y AHOO had found, he presently recovered his spirits and good humour, but
took good care to remove them to a better hiding place, and has ever since been avery servicesble
brute.”

My master further assured me, which | also observed mysdlf, "that in the fields where the shining
stones abound, the fiercest and most frequent battles are fought, occasioned by perpetua inroads of the
neighbouring YAHOOS."

He said, "it was common, when two Y AHOOS discovered such astone in afield, and were
contending which of them should be the proprietor, athird would take the advantage, and carry it away
from them both;" which my master would needs contend to have some kind of resemblance with our suits
at law; wherein | thought it for our credit not to undeceive him; since the decision he mentioned was much
more equitable than many decrees among us, because the plaintiff and defendant there lost nothing beside
the stone they contended for: whereas our courts of equity would never have dismissed the cause, while
ether of them had any thing left.

My master, continuing his discourse, said, "there was nothing that rendered the Y AHOOS more
odious, than their undistinguishing appetite to devour every thing that camein their way, whether herbs,
roots, berries, the corrupted flesh of animals, or dl mingled together: and it was peculiar in their temper,
that they were fonder of what they could get by rapine or stedlth, a agreater distance, than much better
food provided for them at home. If their prey held out, they would ezt till they were ready to burst; after
which, nature had pointed out to them acertain root that gave them agenera evacuation.

"There was a so another kind of root, very juicy, but somewhat rare and difficult to be found, which
the Y AHOOS sought for with much eagerness, and would suck it with great delight; it produced in them
the same effects that wine has upon us. It would make them sometimes hug, and sometimes tear one
another; they would howl, and grin, and chatter, and redl, and tumble, and then fall adeep inthemud.”

| did indeed observe that the Y AHOOS were the only animalsin this country subject to any diseases;
which, however, were much fewer than horses have among us, and contracted, not by any ill-treatment
they meet with, but by the nastiness and greediness of that sordid brute. Neither has their language any
more than agenerd appellation for those maladies, which is borrowed from the name of the beast, and
caled HNEA-YAHOO, or YAHOO'S EVIL; and the cure prescribed is amixture of their own dung
and urine, forcibly put down the Y AHOO'S throat. This| have since often known to have been taken
with success, and do here freely recommend it to my countrymen for the public good, as an admirable
gpecific againgt al diseases produced by repletion.

"Asto learning, government, arts, manufactures, and the like," my master confessed, "he could find
little or no resemblance between the Y AHOOS of that country and those in ours; for he only meant to
observe what parity there wasin our natures. He had heard, indeed, some curious HOUY HNHNMS
observe, that in most herds there was a sort of ruling Y AHOO (as among usthereis generaly some
leading or principa stag in a park), who was aways more deformed in body, and mischievousin
disposition, than any of the rest; that thisleader had usualy afavourite aslike himself as he could get,
whose employment was to lick his master'sfeet and posteriors, and drive the femde Y AHOOS to his
kennel; for which hewas now and then rewarded with apiece of asssflesh. Thisfavouriteis hated by the



whole herd, and therefore, to protect himself, kegps dways near the person of hisleader. He usudly
continuesin officetill aworse can be found; but the very moment heis discarded, his successor, at the
head of dl the Y AHOQOS in that district, young and old, mae and female, come in abody, and discharge
their excrements upon him from head to foot. But how far this might be applicable to our courts, and
favourites, and ministers of state, my master said | could best determine.”

| durst make no return to this maicious ing nuation, which debased human understanding bel ow the
sagacity of acommon hound, who has judgment enough to distinguish and follow the cry of the ablest
dog in the pack, without being ever mistaken.

My magter told me, "there were some qualities remarkable in the Y AHOQS, which he had not
observed meto mention, or at least very dightly, in the accounts | had given of humankind." He said,
"those animdls, like other brutes, had their femaesin common; but in thisthey differed, that the she
Y AHOO would admit the males while she was pregnant; and that the heswould quarrel and fight with
thefemaes, asfiercdy aswith each other; both which practices were such degrees of infamous brutality,
as no other sengtive cresature ever arrived at.

"Another thing he wondered a in the Y AHOOS, was their strange disposition to nastiness and dirt;
whereas there gppearsto be anaturd love of cleanlinessin al other animals." Asto the two former
accusations, | was glad to let them pass without any reply, because | had not aword to offer upon them
in defence of my species, which otherwise | certainly had done from my own inclinations. But | could
have eadily vindicated humankind from the imputation of singularity upon the last article, if there had been
any swinein that country (as unluckily for me there were not), which, athough it may be asweeter
quadruped than a Y AHOO, cannot, | humbly conceive, injustice, pretend to more cleanliness; and so his
honour himsalf must have owned, if he had seen their filthy way of feeding, and their custom of wallowing
and deeping in the mud.

My master likewise mentioned another quality which his servants had discovered in severa Y ahoos,
and to him waswholly unaccountable. He said, "afancy would sometimestake aY AHOO to retire into
acorner, to lie down, and howl, and groan, and spurn away dl that came near him, athough he were
young and fat, wanted neither food nor water, nor did the servant imagine what could possibly ail him.
And the only remedy they found was, to set him to hard work, after which he would infalibly cometo
himsdf." Tothisl wasslent out of partidity to my own kind; yet here | could plainly discover thetrue
seeds of spleen, which only seizes on the lazy, the luxurious, and the rich; who, if they wereforced to
undergo the same regimen, | would undertake for the cure.

His honour had further observed, "that afemale Y AHOO would often stand behind a bank or abush,
to gaze on the young males passing by, and then gppear, and hide, using many antic gestures and
grimaces, a which time it was observed that she had a most offensive smell; and when any of the males
advanced, would dowly retire, |looking often back, and with a counterfeit show of fear, run off into some
convenient place, where she knew the mae would follow her.

"At other times, if afemae stranger came among them, three or four of her own sex would get about
her, and stare, and chatter, and grin, and smell her al over; and then turn off with gestures, that seemed
to express contempt and disdain.”

Perhaps my master might refine alittle in these speculations, which he had drawn from what he
observed himsdlf, or had been told him by others; however, | could not reflect without some amazement,
and much sorrow, that the rudiments of lewdness, coquetry, censure, and scandal, should have place by
indtinct in womankind.

| expected every moment that my master would accuse the Y AHOOS of those unnatural appetitesin
both sexes, so common among us. But nature, it seems, has not been so expert a school-mistress; and
these politer pleasures are entirely the productions of art and reason on our side of the globe.



PART IV.CHAPTERVIII.

[The author relates severa particulars of the Y AHOOS. The great virtues of the HOUY HNHNMS.
The education and exercise of their youth. Their generd assembly.]

A s! ought to have understood human nature much better than | supposed it possible for my master
to do, so it was easy to apply the character he gave of the Y AHOOS to myself and my countrymen; and
| believed | could yet make further discoveries, from my own observation. | therefore often begged his
honour to let me go among the herds of Y AHOOS in the neighbourhood; to which he dways very
gracioudy consented, being perfectly convinced that the hatred | bore these brutes would never suffer me
to be corrupted by them; and his honour ordered one of his servants, astrong sorrel nag, very honest and
good-natured, to be my guard; without whose protection | durst not undertake such adventures. For |
have aready told the reader how much | was pestered by these odious animds, upon my first arrival; and
| afterwardsfailed very narrowly, three or four times, of faling into their clutches, when | happened to
dtray at any distance without my hanger. And | have reason to believe they had some imagination that |
was of their own species, which | often asssted mysdlf by stripping up my deeves, and showing my
naked arms and breagtsin their sght, when my protector was with me. At which timesthey would
approach as near asthey durst, and imitate my actions after the manner of monkeys, but ever with greet
signs of hatred; as atame jackdaw with cap and stockingsis aways persecuted by the wild ones, when
he happens to be got among them.

They are prodigioudy nimble from their infancy. However, | once caught ayoung mae of three years
old, and endeavoured, by al marks of tenderness, to makeit quiet; but the little imp fell asqualing, and
scratching, and biting with such violence, that | was forced to let it go; and it was high time, for awhole
troop of old ones came about us at the noise, but finding the cub was safe (for away it ran), and my
sorrel nag being by, they durst not venture near us. | observed the young animd's flesh to smell very rank,
and the stink was somewhat between aweasdl and afox, but much more disagreeable. | forgot another
circumgtance (and perhaps | might have the reader's pardon if it were wholly omitted), that while | held
the odious vermin in my hands, it voided itsfilthy excrements of aydlow liquid substance dl over my
clothes; but by good fortune there was a small brook hard by, where | washed mysdlf asclean as|
could; athough I durst not come into my master's presence until | were sufficiently aired.

By what | could discover, the Y AHOOS appear to be the most unteachable of adl animals: their
capacity never reaching higher than to draw or carry burdens. Y et | am of opinion, this defect arises
chiefly from aperverse, restive dispostion; for they are cunning, malicious, treacherous, and revengeful.
They are strong and hardy, but of acowardly spirit, and, by consequence, insolent, abject, and crud. Itis
observed, that the red haired of both sexes are more libidinous and mischievous than the rest, whom yet
they much exceed in Strength and activity.

The HOUYHNHNMS keep the Y AHOOS for present use in huts not far from the house; but the
rest are sent abroad to certain fields, where they dig up roots, eat several kinds of herbs, and search
about for carrion, or sometimes catch weasdls and LUHIMUHS (asort of wild rat), which they greedily
devour. Nature has taught them to dig deep holeswith their nails on the sde of arising ground, wherein
they lie by themselves; only the kennds of the femaes are larger, sufficient to hold two or three cubs.

They swim from their infancy like frogs, and are able to continue long under weter, wherethey often
take fish, which the females carry hometo their young. And, upon this occasion, | hope the reader will
pardon my relaing an odd adventure.

Being one day abroad with my protector the sorrel nag, and the wesather exceeding hot, | entrested
him to let me bathein ariver that was near. He consented, and | immediately stripped myself stark
naked, and went down softly into the stream. It happened that ayoung female Y AHOO, standing behind
abank, saw the whole proceeding, and inflamed by desire, asthe nag and | conjectured, came running
with al speed, and legped into the water, within five yards of the place where | bathed. | was never in my
life so terribly frightened. The nag was grazing at some distance, not suspecting any harm. She embraced



me after amost fulsome manner. | roared asloud as | could, and the nag came galoping towards me,
whereupon she quitted her grasp, with the utmost reluctancy, and leaped upon the opposite bank, where
she stood gazing and howling dl thetime | was putting on my clothes.

Thiswas amatter of diverson to my master and hisfamily, aswell as of mortification to mysdf. For
now | could no longer deny that | wasaread Y AHOO in every limb and feature, since the femaeshad a
natural propengity to me, as one of their own species. Neither wasthe hair of this brute of ared colour
(which might have been some excuse for an appetite alittleirregular), but black asadoe, and her
countenance did not make an appearance atogether so hideous astherest of her kind; for | think she
could not be above eeven yearsold.

Having lived three yearsin this country, the reader, | suppose, will expect that | should, like other
travelers, give him some account of the manners and customs of itsinhabitants, which it wasindeed my
principa study to learn.

Asthese noble HOUY HNHNMS are endowed by nature with agenerd disposition to dl virtues, and
have no conceptions or idess of what isevil in arationd cresture, so their grand maximis, to cultivate
reason, and to be wholly governed by it. Neither is reason among them a point problematical, as with us,
where men can argue with plausibility on both sides of the question, but strikes you with immediate
conviction; asit must needs do, whereit is not mingled, obscured, or discoloured, by passion and
interest. | remember it was with extreme difficulty that | could bring my master to understand the meaning
of theword opinion, or how apoint could be disputable; because reason taught usto affirm or deny only
where we are certain; and beyond our knowledge we cannot do either. So that controversies,
wranglings, disputes, and positiveness, in false or dubious propositions, are evils unknown among the
HOUYHNHNMS. In the like manner, when | used to explain to him our severd systems of natural
philosophy, he would laugh, "that a cresture pretending to reason, should valueitsalf upon the knowledge
of other peopl€e's conjectures, and in things where that knowledge, if it were certain, could be of no use”
Wherein he agreed entirely with the sentiments of Socrates, as Plato deliversthem; which | mention as
the highest honour | can do that prince of philosophers -1 have often since reflected, what destruction
such doctrine would make in the libraries of Europe; and how many paths of fame would be then shut up
inthe learned world.

Friendship and benevolence are the two principa virtues among the HOUY HNHNMS; and these not
confined to particular objects, but universal to the whole race; for astranger from the remotest part is
equally treated with the nearest neighbour, and wherever he goes, looks upon himsdlf asat home. They
preserve decency and civility in the highest degrees, but are altogether ignorant of ceremony. They have
no fondnessfor their colts or fods, but the care they take in educating them proceeds entirely from the
dictates of reason. And | observed my master to show the same affection to his neighbour'sissue, that he
had for hisown. They will haveit that nature teaches them to love the whole species, and it is reason only
that makes adigtinction of persons, where there is a superior degree of virtue.

When the matron HOUY HNHNM S have produced one of each sex, they no longer accompany with
their consorts, except they lose one of their issue by some casuaty, which very seldom happens; but in
such a case they meet again; or when the like accident befals a person whose wifeis past bearing, some
other couple bestow on him one of their own colts, and then go together again until the mother is
pregnant. This caution is necessary, to prevent the country from being overburdened with numbers. But
therace of inferior HOUYHNHNMS, bred up to be servants, isnot so strictly limited upon thisarticle:
these are alowed to produce three of each sex, to be domesticsin the noble families.

In their marriages, they are exactly careful to choose such colours aswill not make any disagreesble
mixturein the breed. Strength is chiefly valued in the male, and comelinessin the female; not upon the
account of love, but to preserve the race from degenerating; for where afemae happensto excel in
strength, aconsort is chosen, with regard to comeliness.

Courtship, love, presents, jointures, settlements have no placein their thoughts, or terms whereby to
expressthem in their language. The young couple meet, and arejoined, merely because it isthe
determination of their parents and friends; it iswhat they see done every day, and they look upon it as
one of the necessary actions of areasonable being. But the violation of marriage, or any other unchastity,



was never heard of; and the married pair passtheir lives with the same friendship and mutua
benevolence, that they bear to dl others of the same species who comein their way, without jealousy,
fondness, quarrelling, or discontent.

In educating the youth of both sexes, their method is admirable, and highly deserves our imitation.
These are not suffered to taste agrain of oats, except upon certain days, till eighteen years old; nor milk,
but very rardly; and in summer they graze two hoursin the morning, and as many in the evening, which
their parentslikewise observe; but the servants are not alowed above haf that time, and a great part of
their grassis brought home, which they est a the most convenient hours, when they can be best spared
fromwork.

Temperance, industry, exercise, and cleanliness, are the lessons equally enjoined to the young ones of
both sexes: and my master thought it monstrousin us, to give the females adifferent kind of education
from the males, except in some articles of domestic management; whereby, as he truly observed, one half
of our natives were good for nothing but bringing children into the world; and to trust the care of our
children to such usdlessanimals, he said, was yet agreater instance of brutdity.

But the HOUYHNHNM S train up their youth to strength, speed, and hardiness, by exercising themin
running races up and down steep hills, and over hard stony grounds; and when they areall in aswedt,
they are ordered to legp over head and earsinto apond or river. Four times ayear the youth of a certain
district meet to show their proficiency in running and legping, and other feats of strength and agility; where
the victor isrewarded with asong in hisor her praise. On thisfestival, the servants drive aherd of
YAHOOS into the field, laden with hay, and oats, and milk, for arepast to the HOUY HNHNMS; after
which, these brutes are immediately driven back again, for fear of being noisome to the assembly.

Every fourth year, a the vernd equinox, thereis arepresentative council of the whole nation, which
meetsin aplain about twenty miles from our house, and continues about five or six days. Here they
inquire into the state and condition of the severa digtricts; whether they abound or be deficient in hay or
oats, or cows, or YAHOOS,; and wherever thereisany want (which isbut seldom) it isimmediately
supplied by unanimous consent and contribution. Here likewise the regulation of children is settled: asfor
instance, if aHOUY HNHNM has two maes, he changes one of them with another that hastwo females;
and when a child has been lost by any casualty, where the mother is past breeding, it is determined what
family inthe digtrict shdl breed another to supply theloss.

PART IV.CHAPTER IX.

[A grand debate at the general assembly of the HOUY HNHNMS, and how it was determined. The
learning of the HOUY HNHNMS. Their buildings. Their manner of burias. The defectiveness of their
language]

O neof these grand assemblieswas held in my time, about three months before my departure,
whither my master went as the representative of our district. In this council was resumed their old debate,
and indeed the only debate that ever happened in their country; whereof my master, after hisreturn, give
meavery particular account.

The question to be debated was, "whether the Y AHOOS should be exterminated from the face of the
earth?' One of the membersfor the affirmative offered severd arguments of great strength and weight,
aleging, "that asthe Y AHOOS were the most filthy, noisome, and deformed animals which nature ever
produced, so they were the most restive and indocible, mischievous and malicious; they would privately
suck the teats of the HOUY HNHNMS cows, kill and devour their cats, trample down their oats and
grass, if they were not continually watched, and commit a thousand other extravagancies." Hetook notice
of agenerd tradition, "that Y AHOOS had not been alwaysin their country; but that many ages ago, two



of these brutes appeared together upon a mountain; whether produced by the heat of the sun upon
corrupted mud and dime, or from the ooze and froth of the sea, was never known; that these Y AHOOS
engendered, and their brood, in ashort time, grew so numerous asto overrun and infest the whole nation;
that the HOUYHNHNMS, to get rid of thisevil, made agenerd hunting, and at last enclosed the whole
herd; and destroying the elder, every HOUY HNHNM kept two young onesin akennd, and brought
them to such adegree of tameness, as an animal, S0 savage by nature, can be capable of acquiring, usng
them for draught and carriage; that there seemed to be much truth in this tradition, and that those
creatures could not be YINHNIAMSHY (or ABORIGINES of the land), because of the violent hatred
the HOUYHNHNMS, aswell asdl other animals, bore them, which, although their evil disposition
sufficiently deserved, could never have arrived a so high adegree if they had been ABORIGINES, or

el se they would have long since been rooted out; that the inhabitants, taking afancy to use the service of
the YAHOOS, had, very imprudently, neglected to cultivate the breed of asses, which are acomely
animal, easily kept, more tame and orderly, without any offensive smell, strong enough for [abour,
athough they yidld to the other in agility of body, and if their braying be no agreeable sound, it isfar
preferable to the horrible howlings of the Y AHOOS."

Severd others declared their sentiments to the same purpose, when my master proposed an
expedient to the assembly, whereof he had indeed borrowed the hint from me. "He approved of the
tradition mentioned by the honourable member who spoke before, and affirmed, that the two Y AHOOS
said to be seen first among them, had been driven thither over the sea; that coming to land, and being
forsaken by their companions, they retired to the mountains, and degenerating by degrees, becamein
process of time much more savage than those of their own speciesin the country whence these two
originas came. The reason of this assertion was, that he had now in his possession a certain wonderful
Y AHOO (meaning mysdf) which most of them had heard of, and many of them had seen. He then
related to them how hefirst found me; that my body was al covered with an artificia composure of the
skinsand hairs of other animals; that | spoke in alanguage of my own, and had thoroughly learned theirs,
that | had related to him the accidents which brought me thither; that when he saw me without my
covering, | was an exact Y AHOO in every part, only of awhiter colour, less hairy, and with shorter
claws. He added, how | had endeavoured to persuade him, that in my own and other countries, the
Y AHOOS acted as the governing, rationd animal, and held the HOUY HNHNM S in servitude; that he
observed in medl the quditiesof aY AHOO, only alittle more civilized by some tincture of reason,
which, however, wasin adegree asfar inferior to the HOUY HNHNM race, asthe Y AHOOS of their
country were to me; that, among other things, | mentioned a custom we had of castrating
HOUY HNHNM S when they were young, in order to render them tame; that the operation was easy and
safe; that it was no shameto learn wisdom from brutes, asindustry istaught by the ant, and building by
the swallow (for so | trandate theword LYHANNH, athough it be amuch larger fowl); thet this
invention might be practised upon the younger Y AHOOS here, which besides rendering them tractable
and fitter for use, would in an age put an end to the whole species, without destroying life; that in the
mean time the HOUYHNHNM S should be exhorted to cultivate the breed of asses, which, asthey are
in al respects more valuable brutes, so they have this advantage, to befit for service at five yearsold,
which the othersare not till twelve."

Thiswasal my master thought fit to tell me, at that time, of what passed in the grand council. But he
was pleased to concedl one particular, which related personaly to mysalf, whereof | soon felt the
unhappy effect, asthe reader will know inits proper place, and whence | date al the succeeding
misfortunesof my life.

The HOUYHNHNMS have no letters, and consequently their knowledgeisdl traditional. But there
happening few events of any moment among a people so well united, naturally disposed to every virtue,
wholly governed by reason, and cut off from al commerce with other nations, the hitorical part iseasily
preserved without burdening their memories. | have aready observed that they are subject to no
diseases, and therefore can have no need of physicians. However, they have excellent medicines,
composed of herbs, to cure accidenta bruises and cutsin the pastern or frog of the foot, by sharp stones,
aswdll as other maims and hurtsin the severd parts of the body.



They cdculate the year by the revolution of the sun and moon, but use no subdivisonsinto weeks.
They arewell enough acquainted with the motions of those two luminaries, and understand the nature of
eclipses; and thisisthe utmost progress of their astronomy.

In poetry, they must be alowed to exce al other mortals; wherein the justness of their smiles, and the
minuteness aswell as exactness of their descriptions, are indeed inimitable. Their verses abound very
much in both of these, and usudly contain either some exalted notions of friendship and benevolence or
the praises of those who were victorsin races and other bodily exercises. Their buildings, dthough very
rude and smple, are not inconvenient, but well contrived to defend them from al injuries of and heat.
They have akind of tree, which at forty years old loosensin the root, and fals with thefirst sorm: it
grows very straight, and being pointed like stakes with a sharp stone (for the HOUY HNHNM S know
not the use of iron), they stick them erect in the ground, about ten inches asunder, and then weave in oat
straw, or sometimes wattles, between them. The roof is made after the same manner, and so are the
doors.

The HOUYHNHNMS use the hollow part, between the pastern and the hoof of their fore-foot, as
we do our hands, and thiswith greater dexterity than | could at first imagine. | have seen awhite mare of
our family thread aneedle (which | lent her on purpose) with that joint. They milk their cows, reap their
oats, and do dl the work which requires hands, in the same manner. They have akind of hard flints,
which, by grinding against other stones, they form into instruments, that serve instead of wedges, axes,
and hammers. With tools made of theseflints, they likewise cut their hay, and reap their oats, which there
grow naturaly in severd fields; the Y AHOOS draw home the sheavesin carriages, and the servants
tread them in certain covered hutsto get out the grain, which iskept in stores. They make arude kind of
earthen and wooden vessdl's, and bake the former in the sun.

If they can avoid casudties, they die only of old age, and are buried in the obscurest placesthat can
be found, their friends and relations expressing neither joy nor grief at their departure; nor does the dying
person discover the least regret that heisleaving the world, any more than if he were upon returning
home from avigit to one of hisneighbours. I remember my master having once made an appointment with
afriend and hisfamily to cometo his house, upon some affair of importance: on the day fixed, the
mistress and her two children came very late; she made two excuses, first for her husband, who, as she
said, happened that very morning to SHNUWNH. Theword is strongly expressivein their language, but
not easily rendered into English; it Sgnifies, "to retire to hisfirst mother.” Her excuse for not coming
sooner, was, that her husband dying late in the morning, she was agood while consulting her servants
about a convenient place where his body should be laid; and | observed, she behaved herself at our
house as cheerfully asthe rest. She died about three months after.

They live generdly to seventy, or seventy-five years, very seldom to fourscore. Some weeks before
their desth, they fed agradud decay; but without pain. During thistime they are much visited by their
friends, because they cannot go abroad with their usual ease and satisfaction. However, about ten days
before their desth, which they seldom fail in computing, they return the visits that have been made them
by those who are nearest in the neighbourhood, being carried in a convenient dedge drawn by
Y AHOQOS; which vehicle they use, not only upon this occasion, but when they grow old, upon long
journeys, or when they are lamed by any accident: and therefore when the dying HOUY HNHNM S
return those vidts, they take a solemn leave of their friends, asif they were going to some remote part of
the country, where they designed to passtherest of their lives.

I know not whether it may be worth observing, that the HOUY HNHNM S have no word in their
language to express any thing that is evil, except what they borrow from the deformities or ill qualities of
the YAHOOS. Thusthey denote thefolly of a servant, an omission of achild, astone that cutstheir feet,
acontinuance of foul or unseasonable wegther, and the like, by adding to each the epithet of Y AHOO.
For instance, HHNM Y AHOO; WHNAHOLM YAHOO, YNLHMNDWIHLMA YAHOO, and an
ill-contrived house Y NHOLMHNMROHLNW Y AHOO.

| could, with great pleasure, enlarge further upon the manners and virtues of this excellent people; but
intending in ashort timeto publish avolume by itsdf, expresdy upon that subject, | refer the reader
thither; and, in the mean time, proceed to relate my own sad catastrophe.



PART IV.CHAPTER X.

[The author's economy, and happy life, among the Houyhnhnms. His great improvement in virtue by
conversing with them. Their conversations. The author has notice given him by his magter, that he must
depart from the country. He falsinto a swoon for grief; but submits. He contrives and finishes a canoe by
the help of afellow-servant, and putsto seaat aventure]

| had settled my little economy to my own heart's content. My master had ordered aroom to be
made for me, after their manner, about six yards from the house: the sides and floors of which | plastered
with clay, and covered with rush-mats of my own contriving. | had beaten hemp, which there growswild,
and made of it asort of ticking; this| filled with the feasthers of severa birds | had taken with springes
made of Y AHOOS hairs, and were excdlent food. | had worked two chairs with my knife, the sorrel
nag helping mein the grosser and more |aborious part.

When my clothes were worn to rags, | made myself others with the skins of rabbits, and of acertain
beautiful animal, about the same size, called NNUHNOH, the skin of which is covered with afine down.
Of these | also made very tolerable stockings. | soled my shoeswith wood, which | cut from atree, and
fitted to the upper-leather; and when thiswasworn out, | supplied it with the skinsof YAHOOS dried in
the sun. | often got honey out of hollow trees, which | mingled with water, or ate with my bread. No man
could more verify the truth of these two maxims, "That nature isvery eadly satisfied;” and, "That necessity
isthe mother of invention." | enjoyed perfect hedlth of body, and tranquillity of mind; | did not fed the
treachery or inconstancy of afriend, nor the injuries of a secret or open enemy. | had no occasion of
bribing, flattering, or pimping, to procure the favour of any great man, or of hisminion; | wanted no fence
againg fraud or oppression: here was neither physician to destroy my body, nor lawyer to ruin my
fortune; no informer to watch my words and actions, or forge accusations against me for hire: here were
no gibers, censurers, backbiters, pickpockets, highwaymen, housebreakers, attorneys, bawds, buffoons,
gamesters, paliticians, wits, splenetics, tedioustakers, controvertists, ravishers, murderers, robbers,
virtuosos; no leaders, or followers, of party and faction; no encouragersto vice, by seducement or
examples; no dungeon, axes, gibbets, whipping-posts, or pillories; no cheating shopkeepers or
mechanics, no pride, vanity, or affectation; no fops, bullies, drunkards, strolling whores, or poxes; no
ranting, lewd, expensive wives, no stupid, proud pedants; no importunate, overbearing, quarrelsome,
noisy, roaring, empty, conceited, swearing companions,; no scoundrels raised from the dust upon the
merit of their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account of their virtues, no lords, fiddlers, judges, or
dancing-magters.

| had the favour of being admitted to severd HOUYHNHNMS, who cameto visit or dine with my
measter; where his honour gracioudy suffered meto wait in the room, and listen to their discourse. Both
he and his company would often descend to ask me questions, and receive my answers. | had aso
sometimes the honour of attending my master in hisviststo others. | never presumed to spesk, except in
answer to aquestion; and then | did it with inward regret, because it was aloss of so much time for
improving mysdlf; but | wasinfinitdy ddighted with the Sation of an humble auditor in such conversations,
where nothing passed but what was useful, expressed in the fewest and most significant words, where, as
| have dready said, the greatest decency was observed, without the least degree of ceremony; where no
person spoke without being pleased himsdf, and pleasing his companions, where there was no
interruption, tediousness, heet, or difference of sentiments. They have anotion, that when people are met
together, a short silence does much improve conversation: this| found to be true; for during those little
intermissons of talk, new ideaswould arise in their minds, which very much enlivened the discourse.
Their subjects are, generally on friendship and benevolence, on order and economy; sometimes upon the



vigble operations of nature, or ancient traditions; upon the bounds and limits of virtue; upon the unerring
rules of reason, or upon some determinations to be taken at the next great assembly: and often upon the
various excellences of poetry. | may add, without vanity, that my presence often gave them sufficient
matter for discourse, because it afforded my master an occasion of |etting hisfriendsinto the history of
me and my country, upon which they were al pleased to descant, in amanner not very advantageousto
humankind: and for that reason | shal not repeat what they said; only | may be alowed to observe, that
his honour, to my great admiration, appeared to understand the nature of Y AHOOS much better than
mysalf. He went through all our vices and follies, and discovered many, which | had never mentioned to
him, by only supposing what quaitiesa’Y AHOO of their country, with asmall proportion of reason,
might be capable of exerting; and concluded, with too much probability, "how vile, aswell as miserable,
such acreature must be."

| fredly confess, that dl thelittle knowledge | have of any vaue, was acquired by the lectures|
received from my master, and from hearing the discourses of him and hisfriends; to which | should be
prouder to listen, than to dictate to the greatest and wisest assembly in Europe. | admired the strength,
comeliness, and speed of the inhabitants; and such a congtellation of virtues, in such amiable persons,
produced in me the highest veneration. At firgt, indeed, | did not fed that natural awe, which the
YAHOOS and al other animals bear toward them; but it grew upon me by decrees, much sooner than |
imagined, and was mingled with arespectful love and gratitude, that they would condescend to distinguish
me from the rest of my species.

When | thought of my family, my friends, my countrymen, or the human racein generd, | considered
them, asthey redly were, Y AHOOS in shape and disposition, perhaps alittle more civilized, and
qudified with the gift of speech; but making no other use of reason, than to improve and multiply those
viceswhereof their brethren in this country had only the share that nature dlotted them. When | happened
to behold the reflection of my own formin alake or fountain, | turned away my facein horror and
detestation of myself, and could better endure the sight of acommon Y AHOO than of my own person.
By converang with the HOUY HNHNMS, and looking upon them with delight, | fell to imitate their gait
and gesture, which isnow grown into a habit; and my friends often tell me, in ablunt way, "that | trot like
ahorse™ which, however, | takefor agreat compliment. Neither shdl | disown, that in speaking | am apt
to fal into the voice and manner of the HOUYHNHNMS, and hear mysdlf ridiculed on that account,
without the least mortification.

Inthe midst of al this happiness, and when | looked upon mysdlf to be fully settled for life, my master
sent for me one morning alittle earlier than hisusua hour. | observed by his countenance that hewasin
some perplexity, and at aloss how to begin what he had to speak. After ashort silence, hetold me, "he
did not know how | would take what he was going to say: that in the last generd assembly, when the
affair of the Y AHOOS was entered upon, the representatives had taken offence at his keeping a
Y AHOO (meaning myself) in hisfamily, more likeaHOUY HNHNM than abrute anima; that he was
known frequently to converse with me, asif he could receive some advantage or pleasurein my
company; that such a practice was not agreeable to reason or nature, or athing ever heard of before
among them; the assembly did therefore exhort him either to employ melike the rest of my species, or
command me to swim back to the place whence | came: that thefirst of these expedients was utterly
rejected by al the HOUY HNHNM S who had ever seen me at his house or their own; for they alleged,
that because | had some rudiments of reason, added to the natural pravity of those animals, it wasto be
feared | might be able to seduce them into the woody and mountainous parts of the country, and bring
them in troops by night to destroy the HOUY HNHNMS cattle, as being naturaly of the ravenous kind,
and averse from |abour.”

My master added, "that he was daily pressed by the HOUY HNHNMS of the neighbourhood to have
the assembly's exhortation executed, which he could not put off much longer. He doubted it would be
impossible for me to swim to another country; and therefore wished | would contrive some sort of
vehicle, resembling those | had described to him, that might carry me on the sea; in which work | should
have the ass stance of hisown servants, aswel asthose of hisneighbours." He concluded, "that for his
own part, he could have been content to keep mein hisservice aslong as| lived; because hefound | had



cured mysdlf of some bad habits and dispositions, by endeavouring, asfar asmy inferior nature was
capable, to imitatethe HOUY HNHNMS."

| should here observe to the reader, that a decree of the general assembly in this country is expressed
by theword HNHLOAY N, which signifies an exhortation, as near as| can render it; for they have no
conception how arationa creature can be compelled, but only advised, or exhorted; because no person
can disobey reason, without giving up hisclamto be arationd cresture.

| was struck with the utmost grief and despair at my master's discourse; and being unable to support
the agonies | was under, | fell into aswoon at hisfeet. When | came to mysdlf, hetold me "that he
concluded | had been dead;” for these people are subject to no such imbecilities of nature. | answered in
afaint voice, "that death would have been too great a happiness; that although | could not blamethe
assembly's exhortation, or the urgency of hisfriends; yet, in my wesak and corrupt judgment, | thought it
might consist with reason to have been lessrigorous; that | could not swim aleague, and probably the
nearest land to theirs might be distant above a hundred: that many materials, necessary for making asmall
vess to carry me off, were wholly wanting in this country; which, however, | would attempt, in
obedience and gratitude to his honour, athough | concluded the thing to be impossible, and therefore
looked on mysdlf as already devoted to destruction; that the certain prospect of an unnatural degth was
theleast of my evils, for, supposing | should escape with life by some strange adventure, how could |
think with temper of passing my daysamong Y AHOQOS, and relgpsing into my old corruptions, for want
of examplesto lead and keep me within the paths of virtue? that | knew too well upon what solid reasons
all the determinations of the wise HOUY HNHNM S were founded, not to be shaken by arguments of
mine, amiserable Y AHOO,; and therefore, after presenting him with my humble thanksfor the offer of his
servants assstance in making avessdl, and desiring areasonable time for so difficult awork, | told him |
would endeavour to preserve awretched being; and if ever | returned to England, was not without hopes
of being useful to my own species, by celebrating the praises of the renowned HOUY HNHNMSS, and
proposing their virtuesto the imitation of mankind."

My master, in afew words, made me avery gracious reply; alowed me the space of two monthsto
finish my boat; and ordered the sorrel nag, my fellow-servant (for so, at thisdistance, | may presumeto
cal him), to follow my instruction; because | told my master, "that hishelp would be sufficient, and |
knew he had atendernessfor me."

In his company, my first business wasto go to that part of the coast where my rebellious crew had
ordered meto be set on shore. | got upon a height, and looking on every side into the sea; fancied | saw
agmall idand toward the north-east. | took out my pocket glass, and could then clearly distinguish it
abovefive leagues off, as | computed; but it appeared to the sorrel nag to be only ablue cloud: for ashe
had no conception of any country beside his own, so he could not be as expert in distinguishing remote
objects at sea, as we who so much conversein that el ement.

After | had discovered thisidand, | considered no further; but resolved it should if possible, bethe
first place of my banishment, leaving the consequence to fortune.

| returned home, and consulting with the sorrel nag, we went into a copse at some distance, where |
with my knife, and he with asharp flint, fastened very artificialy after their manner, to awooden handle,
cut down severa oak wattles, about the thickness of awalking-staff, and some larger pieces. But | shall
not trouble the reader with a particular description of my own mechanics, let it sufficeto say, that in six
weeks time with the help of the sorrdl nag, who performed the parts that required most labour, | finished
asort of Indian canoe, but much larger, covering it with the skinsof Y AHOOS, well stitched together
with hempen threads of my own making. My sail was likewise composed of the skins of the same animd;
but | made use of the youngest | could get, the older being too tough and thick; and | likewise provided
mysaf with four paddles. | laid in astock of boiled flesh, of rabbits and fowls, and took with me two
vesss, onefilled with milk and the other with water.

| tried my canoein alarge pond, near my master's house, and then corrected in it what was amiss;
stopping dl the chinkswith Y AHOOS talow, till | found it staunch, and able to bear me and my freight;
and, when it was as complete as| could possibly makeit, | had it drawn on acarriage very gently by
Y AHOOS to the sea-side, under the conduct of the sorrel nag and another servant.



When all was ready, and the day came for my departure, | took leave of my master and lady and the
wholefamily, my eyesflowing with tears, and my heart quite sunk with grief. But his honour, out of
curiogity, and, perhaps, (if | may speak without vanity,) partly out of kindness, was determined to see me
in my canoe, and got severa of his neighbouring friends to accompany him. | wasforced to wait above
an hour for thetide; and then observing the wind very fortunately bearing toward theidand to which |
intended to steer my course, | took a second leave of my master: but as | was going to prostrate mysalf
to kiss his hoof, he did me the honour to raise it gently to my mouth. I am not ignorant how much | have
been censured for mentioning thislast particular. Detractors are pleased to think it improbable, that so
illustrious a person should descend to give so greast amark of ditinction to a creature so inferior asl.
Neither have | forgotten how apt some travellers are to boast of extraordinary favoursthey have
received. But, if these censurers were better acquainted with the noble and courteous disposition of the
HOUYHNHNMS, they would soon change their opinion.

| paid my respectsto the rest of the HOUYHNHNM S in his honour's company; then getting into my
canoe, | pushed off from shore.

PART IV.CHAPTER XI.

[ The author's dangerous voyage. He arrives at New Holland, hoping to settle there. Iswounded with
an arrow by one of the natives. Is seized and carried by force into a Portuguese ship. The grest civilities
of the captain. The author arrives at England

| began this desperate voyage on February 15, 1714-15, at nine o'clock in the morning. Thewind
was very favourable; however, | made use at first only of my paddies; but considering | should soon be
weary, and that the wind might chop about, | ventured to set up my little sal; and thus, with the help of
thetide, | went at therate of aleague and ahaf an hour, asnear as| could guess. My master and his
friends continued on the shoretill | was amost out of sight; and | often heard the sorrdl nag (who aways
loved me) crying out, "HNUY ILLA NYHA, MAJAH YAHOQ;" "Take care of thysdf, gentle
YAHOO."

My design was, if possible, to discover some smal idand uninhabited, yet sufficient, by my labour, to
furnish mewith the necessaries of life, which | would have thought a greater happiness, than to befirst
minister in the politest court of Europe; so horriblewastheideal conceived of returning to livein the
society, and under the government of Y AHOOS. For in such asolitude as| desired, | could at least
enjoy my own thoughts, and reflect with delight on the virtues of those inimitable HOUY HNHNMS,
without an opportunity of degenerating into the vices and corruptions of my own species.

The reader may remember what | related, when my crew conspired against me, and confined meto
my cabin; how | continued there several weeks without knowing what course we took; and when | was
put ashore in the long-boat, how the sailors told me, with oaths, whether true or fase, "that they knew
not in what part of the world we were." However, | did then believe usto be about 10 degrees
southward of the Cape of Good Hope, or about 45 degrees southern latitude, as | gathered from some
generd words | overheard among them, being | supposed to the south-east in their intended voyage to
Madagascar. And athough thiswere little better than conjecture, yet | resolved to steer my course
eastward, hoping to reach the south-west coast of New Holland, and perhaps some suchidand as |
desired lying westward of it. The wind wasfull west, and by six in the evening | computed | had gone
eastward at least eighteen leagues, when | spied avery smal idand about half aleague off, which | soon
reached. It was nothing but arock, with one creek naturally arched by the force of tempests. Here | put
inmy canoe, and climbing a part of therock, | could plainly discover land to the east, extending from
south to north. | lay dl night in my canoe; and repeeting my voyage early inthemorning, | arrivedin



seven hoursto the south-east point of New Holland. This confirmed mein the opinion | have long
entertained, that the maps and charts place this country at least three degrees more to the east than it
redly is; which thought | communicated many years ago to my worthy friend, Mr. Herman Moll, and
gave him my reasonsfor it, although he has rather chosen to follow other authors.

| saw no inhabitantsin the place where | landed, and being unarmed, | was afraid of venturing far into
the country. | found some shdllfish on the shore, and ate them raw, not daring to kindle afire, for fear of
being discovered by the natives. | continued three days feeding on oysters and limpets, to save my own
provisons, and | fortunately found abrook of excdllent water, which gave me great relief.

On the fourth day, venturing out early alittletoo far, | saw twenty or thirty natives upon aheight not
above five hundred yards from me. They were stark naked, men, women, and children, round afire, as|
could discover by the smoke. One of them spied me, and gave notice to the rest; five of them advanced
toward me, leaving the women and children at the fire. | made what haste | could to the shore, and,
getting into my canoe, shoved off: the savages, observing meretregt, ran after me: and before | could get
far enough into the seg, discharged an arrow which wounded me deeply on theingde of my left knee: |
shdl carry the mark to my grave. | apprehended the arrow might be poisoned, and paddling out of the
reach of their darts (being acam day), | made a shift to suck the wound, and dressit aswell as| could.

| was a alosswhat to do, for | durst not return to the same landing-place, but stood to the north, and
was forced to paddle, for the wind, though very gentle, was against me, blowing north-west. As| was
looking about for a secure landing-place, | saw a sail to the north-north-east, which appearing every
minute more visible, | wasin some doubt whether | should wait for them or not; but at last my detestation
of the Y AHOO race prevailed: and turning my canoe, | sailed and paddied together to the south, and got
into the same creek whence | set out in the morning, choosing rather to trust myself among these
barbarians, than live with European Y AHOOS. | drew up my canoe as close as | could to the shore, and
hid mysdlf behind a stone by thelittle brook, which, as| have aready said, was excdllent water.

The ship camewithin half aleague of this creek, and sent her long boat with vesselsto takein fresh
water (for the place, it seems, was very well known); but | did not observeit, till the boat was amost on
shore; and it wastoo late to seek another hiding-place. The seamen at their landing observed my canoe,
and rummaging it al over, easily conjectured that the owner could not be far off. Four of them, well
armed, searched every cranny and lurking-hole, till at last they found meflat on my face behind the stone.
They gazed awhile in admiration at my strange uncouth dress, my coat made of skins, my wooden-soled
shoes, and my furred stockings, whence, however, they concluded, | was not anative of the place, who
all go naked. One of the seamen, in Portuguese, bid merise, and asked who | was. | understood that
language very well, and getting upon my feet, said, "1 wasapoor Y AHOO banished from the
HOUYHNHNMS, and desired they would please to let me depart.” They admired to hear me answer
them in their own tongue, and saw by my complexion I must be a European; but were a alossto know
what | meant by Y AHOOS and HOUYHNHNMS; and at the sametime fdll a-laughing at my strange
tonein speaking, which resembled the neighing of ahorse. | trembled dl the while betwixt fear and
hatred. | again desired leave to depart, and was gently moving to my canoe; but they laid hold of me,
desiring to know, "what country | was of ?whence | came?* with many other questions. | told them "I
was born in England, whence | came about five years ago, and then their country and ours were at
peace. | therefore hoped they would not treat me as an enemy, since | meant them no harm, but was a
poor Y AHOO seeking some desol ate place where to pass the remainder of his unfortunate life."

When they began to talk, | thought | never heard or saw any thing more unnatural; for it appeared to
me as mongtrous asif adog or acow should speak in England, or aYAHOO in
HOUYHNHNMLAND. The honest Portuguese were equally amazed at my strange dress, and the odd
manner of delivering my words, which, however, they understood very well. They spoke to me with greet
humanity, and said, "they were sure the captain would carry me GRATIS to Lishon, whence | might
return to my own country; that two of the seamen would go back to the ship, inform the captain of what
they had seen, and receive his orders; in the mean time, unless | would give my solemn oath not to fly,
they would secure me by force. | thought it best to comply with their proposd. They were very curiousto
know my gtory, but | gave them very little satisfaction, and they al conjectured that my misfortunes had



impaired my reason. In two hours the boat, which went laden with vessels of water, returned, with the
captain's command to fetch me on board. | fell on my kneesto preserve my liberty; but dl wasinvain;
and the men, having tied me with cords, heaved me into the boat, whence | was taken into the ship, and
thence into the captain's cabin.

His name was Pedro de Mendez; he was a very courteous and generous person. He entreated me to
give some account of mysalf, and desired to know what | would est or drink; said, "I should be used as
well as himsdlf;" and spoke so many obliging things, that | wondered to find such civilitiesfrom a
YAHOO. However, | remained silent and sullen; | wasready to faint at the very smell of him and his
men. At last | desired something to eat out of my own canoe; but he ordered me a chicken, and some
excellent wine, and then directed that | should be put to bed in avery clean cabin. | would not undress
mysdlf, but lay on the bed-clothes, and in half an hour stole out, when | thought the crew was at dinner,
and getting to the side of the ship, was going to leap into the sea, and swim for my life, rather than
continue among Y AHOOS. But one of the seamen prevented me, and having informed the captain, | was
chained to my cabin.

After dinner, Don Pedro came to me, and desired to know my reason for so desperate an attempt;
assured me, "he only meant to do me dl the service he was able;" and spoke so very movingly, that at
last | descended to treat him like an anima which had somelittle portion of reason. | gave him avery
short relation of my voyage; of the conspiracy against me by my own men; of the country wherethey set
me on shore, and of my five years resdence there. All which helooked upon asif it wereadream or a
vision; wheresat | took great offence; for | had quite forgot the faculty of lying, so peculiar to Y AHOQOS,
indl countries where they preside, and, consequently, their disposition of suspecting truth in others of
their own species. | asked him, "whether it were the custom in his country to say the thing which was
not?' | assured him, "1 had amost forgot what he meant by falsehood, and if | had lived athousand years
in HOUYHNHNMLAND, | should never have heard alie from the meanest servant; that | was
atogether indifferent whether he believed me or not; but, however, in return for hisfavours, | would give
so much allowance to the corruption of his nature, asto answer any objection he would please to make,
and then he might easly discover thetruth.”

The captain, awise man, after many endeavoursto catch metripping in some part of my story, at last
began to have a better opinion of my veracity. But he added, "that sSince | professed so inviolable an
attachment to truth, | must give him my word and honour to bear him company in this voyage, without
attempting any thing againgt my life; or ese he would continue me a prisoner till we arrived a Lisbon.” |
gave him the promise he required; but at the same time protested, "that | would suffer the grestest
hardships, rather than return to live among YAHOOS."

Our voyage passed without any considerable accident. In gratitude to the captain, | sometimes sat
with him, a his earnest request, and strove to conceal my antipathy against human kind, athough it often
broke out; which he suffered to pass without observation. But the greatest part of the day | confined
myself to my cabin, to avoid seeing any of the crew. The captain had often entreasted me to strip myself of
my savage dress, and offered to lend me the best suit of clothes he had. This| would not be prevailed on
to accept, abhorring to cover mysdlf with any thing that had been on the back of aY AHOO. | only
desired he would lend me two clean shirts, which, having been washed since he wore them, | believed
would not so much defile me. These | changed every second day, and washed them mysdif.

We arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5, 1715. At our landing, the captain forced me to cover mysalf with his
cloak, to prevent the rabble from crowding about me. | was conveyed to his own house; and a my
earnest request he led me up to the highest room backwards. | conjured him "to conceal from al persons
what | had told him of the HOUY HNHNMS; because the least hint of such a story would not only draw
numbers of people to see me, but probably put mein danger of being imprisoned, or burnt by the
Inquisition." The captain persuaded me to accept asuit of clothes newly made; but | would not suffer the
tailor to take my messure; however, Don Pedro being amost of my size, they fitted me well enough. He
accoutred me with other necessaries, al new, which | aired for twenty-four hours before | would use
them.

The captain had no wife, nor above three servants, none of which were suffered to attend at mesls;



and hiswhole deportment was so0 obliging, added to very good human understanding, that | really began
to tolerate his company. He gained so far upon me, that | ventured to look out of the back window. By
degrees | was brought into another room, whence | peeped into the street, but drew my head back ina
fright. In aweek's time he seduced me down to the door. | found my terror gradualy lessened, but my
hatred and contempt seemed to increase. | was at last bold enough to walk the street in his company, but
kept my nose well stopped with rue, or sometimes with tobacco.

In ten days, Don Pedro, to whom | had given some account of my domestic affairs, put it upon me, as
amatter of honour and conscience, "that | ought to return to my native country, and live at home with my
wife and children." He told me, "there was an English ship in the port just ready to sail, and he would
furnish mewith al things necessary.” It would be tedious to repeat his arguments, and my contradictions.
Hesad, "it was dtogether impossible to find such asolitary idand as | desired to livein; but | might
command in my own house, and pass my timein amanner asrecluse as| pleased.”

| complied at lagt, finding | could not do better. | left Lisbon the 24th day of November, in an English
merchantman, but who was the master | never inquired. Don Pedro accompanied meto the ship, and lent
me twenty pounds. He took kind leave of me, and embraced me at parting, which | bore aswell as|
could. During thislast voyage | had no commerce with the master or any of his men; but, pretending |
was sick, kept closein my cabin. On thefifth of December, 1715, we cast anchor in the Downs, about
ninein the morning, and at three in the afternoon | got safe to my house a Rotherhith. (7)

My wife and family received mewith great surprise and joy, because they concluded me certainly
dead; but | must freely confessthe sight of them filled me only with hatred, disgust, and contempt; and the
more, by reflecting on the near aliance | had to them. For athough, since my unfortunate exile from the
HOUYHNHNM country, | had compelled mysdif to tolerate the sight of Y AHOOS, and to converse
with Don Pedro de Mendez, yet my memory and imagination were perpetudly filled with the virtuesand
ideas of those exalted HOUY HNHNMS. And when | began to consider that, by copulating with one of
the Y AHOO species | had become a parent of more, it struck me with the utmost shame, confusion, and
horror.

Assoon as| entered the house, my wife took me in her arms, and kissed me; at which, having not
been used to the touch of that odious animal for so many years, | fell into aswoon for amost an hour. At
thetimel amwriting, it isfive yearssnce my last return to England. During thefirst year, | could not
endure my wife or childrenin my presence; the very smell of them wasintolerable; much lesscould |
suffer them to eat in the same room. To this hour they dare not presume to touch my bread, or drink out
of the same cup, neither was | ever ableto let one of them take me by the hand. Thefirst money | laid
out was to buy two young stone-horses, which | keep in agood stable; and next to them, the groomis
my greatest favourite, for | fed my spiritsrevived by the smel he contractsin the stable. My horses
understand metolerably well; | converse with them at least four hours every day. They are strangersto
bridie or saddle; they livein great amity with me and friendship to each other.

PART IV.CHAPTERXII.

[The author's veracity. Hisdesign in publishing thiswork. His censure of those travellerswho swerve
from the truth. The author clears himsdf from any sinister endsin writing. An objection answered. The
method of planting colonies. His native country commended. The right of the crown to those countries
described by the author isjudtified. The difficulty of conquering them. The author takes hislast leave of
the reader; proposes his manner of living for the future; gives good advice, and concludes)]

T hus, gentle reader, | have given thee afathful history of my travelsfor sixteen years and above
seven months: wherein | have not been so studious of ornament as of truth. | could, perhaps, like others,



have astonished thee with strange improbable tales; but | rather chose to relate plain matter of fact, inthe
smplest manner and style; because my principa design wasto inform, and not to amuse thee.

Itiseasy for uswho travel into remote countries, which are seldom visited by Englishmen or other
Europeans, to form descriptions of wonderful animals both at seaand land. Whereas atraveler's chief
aim should be to make men wiser and better, and to improve their minds by the bad, aswell as good,
example of what they deliver concerning foreign places.

| could heartily wish alaw was enacted, that every traveller, before he were permitted to publish his
voyages, should be obliged to make oath before the Lord High Chancellor, that al he intended to print
was absolutely true to the best of his knowledge; for then the world would no longer be deceived, as it
usudly is, while some writers, to make their works pass the better upon the public, impose the grossest
falstieson the unwary reader. | have perused severa books of travelswith great ddight in my younger
days, but having since gone over most parts of the globe, and been able to contradict many fabulous
accounts from my own observation, it has given me agreat disgust againgt this part of reading, and some
indignation to see the credulity of mankind so impudently abused. Therefore, Snce my acquaintance were
pleased to think my poor endeavours might not be unacceptable to my country, | imposed on mysdlf, as
amaxim never to be swerved from, that | would strictly adhere to truth; neither indeed can | be ever
under the least temptation to vary from it, while retain in my mind the lectures and example of my noble
master and the other illustrious HOUY HNHNMS of whom | had so long the honour to be an humble
hearer.

-NEC Sl MISERUM FORTUNA SINONEM FINXIT, VANUM ETIAM, MENDACEMQUE
IMPROBA FINGET.

| know very well, how little reputation isto be got by writings which require neither genius nor
learning, nor indeed any other talent, except agood memory, or an exact journal. | know likewise, that
writers of travels, like dictionary-makers, are sunk into oblivion by the weight and bulk of those who
come last, and therefore lie uppermost. And it ishighly probable, that such travellers, who shal hereafter
vigt the countries described in thiswork of mine, may, by detecting my errors (if there be any), and
adding many new discoveries of their own, justle me out of vogue, and stand in my place, making the
world forget that ever | was an author. Thisindeed would be too great amortification, if | wrotefor fame:
but as my sole intention was the public good, | cannot be atogether disappointed. For who can read of
the virtues | have mentioned in the glorious HOUY HNHNMS, without being ashamed of his own vices,
when he congders himsdf as the reasoning, governing animal of his country?| shal say nothing of those
remote nations where Y AHOOS preside; among which the least corrupted are the
BROBDINGNAGIANS, whose wise maximsin morality and government it would be our happinessto
observe. But | forbear descanting further, and rather leave the judicious reader to his own remarks and
goplication.

| am not alittle pleased that thiswork of mine can possibly meet with no censurers. for what
objections can be made againgt awriter, who relates only plain facts, that happened in such distant
countries, where we have not the least interest, with respect either to trade or negotiations? | have
carefully avoided every fault with which common writers of travels are often too justly charged. Besides,
| meddie not the least with any party, but write without passion, prejudice, or ill-will against any man, or
number of men, whatsoever. | write for the noblest end, to inform and instruct mankind; over whom |
may, without breach of modesty, pretend to some superiority, from the advantages | received by
conversing so long among the most accomplished HOUY HNHNMS. | write without any view to profit
or praise. | never suffer aword to passthat may look like reflection, or possibly give the least offence,
even to those who are most ready to takeit. So that | hope | may with justice pronounce mysdlf an
author perfectly blameless; against whom the tribes of Answerers, Considerers, Observers, Reflectors,
Detectors, Remarkers, will never be able to find matter for exercising their talents.

| confess, it was whispered to me, "that | was bound in duty, as a subject of England, to have givenin
amemorid to asecretary of state at my first coming over; because, whatever lands are discovered by a
subject belong to the crown." But | doubt whether our conquests in the countries | treat of would be as
easy asthose of Ferdinando Cortez over the naked Americans. The LILLIPUTIANS, | think, are hardly



worth the charge of afleet and army to reduce them; and | question whether it might be prudent or safe
to attempt the BROBDINGNAGIANS,; or whether an English army would be much at their ease with
the Flying Idand over their heads. The HOUY HNHNM S indeed appear not to be so well prepared for
war, ascience to which they are perfect strangers, and especialy against missive wegpons. However,
supposing mysdf to beaminister of state, | could never give my advice for invading them. Their
prudence, unanimity, unacquaintedness with fear, and their love of their country, would amply supply dl
defectsin the military art. Imagine twenty thousand of them breaking into the midst of an European army,
confounding the ranks, overturning the carriages, battering the warriors facesinto mummy by terrible
yerksfrom their hinder hoofs; for they would well deserve the character given to Augustus,
RECALCITRAT UNDIQUE TUTUS. But, instead of proposasfor conquering that magnanimous
nation, | rather wish they werein a capacity, or disposition, to send a sufficient number of their inhabitants
for civilizing Europe, by teaching usthefirst principles of honour, justice, truth, temperance, public spirit,
fortitude, chadtity, friendship, benevolence, and fiddity. The names of dl which virtues are il retained
among usin most languages, and are to be met with in modern, aswell as ancient authors; which | am
able to assert from my own small reading.

But I had another reason, which made melessforward to enlarge his maesty's dominions by my
discoveries. To say thetruth, | had conceived afew scruples with relation to the distributive justice of
princes upon those occasions. For instance, acrew of pirates are driven by a storm they know not
whither; at length aboy discoversland from the topmast; they go on shoreto rob and plunder, they seea
harmless people, are entertained with kindness, they give the country anew name; they take formal
possession of it for their king; they set up arotten plank, or astone, for amemorid; they murder two or
three dozen of the natives, bring away a couple more, by force, for asample; return home, and get their
pardon. Here commences anew dominion acquired with atitle by divine right. Ships are sent with the
first opportunity; the natives driven out or destroyed; their princes tortured to discover their gold; afree
license givento dl acts of inhumanity and lug, the earth reeking with the blood of itsinhabitants: and this
execrable crew of butchers, employed in so pious an expedition, isamodern colony, sent to convert and
civilize an idolatrous and barbarous people!

But this description, | confess, does by no means affect the British nation, who may be an exampleto
the whole world for their wisdom, care, and justice in planting colonies; their liberd endowmentsfor the
advancement of rligion and learning; their choice of devout and able pastorsto propagate Chrigtianity;
their caution in stocking their provinces with people of sober lives and conversations from this the mother
kingdom; their strict regard to the digtribution of justice, in supplying the civil adminigiration through al
their colonieswith officers of the greatest abilities, utter strangersto corruption; and, to crown al, by
sending the most vigilant and virtuous governors, who have no other views than the happiness of the
people over whom they preside, and the honour of the king their master.

But as those countries which | have described do not appear to have any desire of being conquered
and endaved, murdered or driven out by colonies, nor abound either in gold, silver, sugar, or tobacco, |
did humbly conceive, they were by no means proper objects of our zeal, our vaour, or our interest.
However, if those whom it more concernsthink fit to be of another opinion, | am ready to depose, when
| shall belawfully called, that no European did ever visit those countries before me. | mean, if the
inhabitants ought to be believed, unless a dispute may arise concerning the two Y AHOOS, said to have
been seen many years ago upon amountain in HOUY HNHNMLAND.

But, asto the formality of taking possession in my sovereign's name, it never came onceinto my
thoughts, and if it had, yet, asmy affairsthen stood, | should perhaps, in point of prudence and
self-preservation, have put it off to a better opportunity.

Having thus answered the only objection that can ever beraised against me asatraveller, | heretake
afina leave of dl my courteous readers, and return to enjoy my own speculationsin my little garden at
Redriff; to apply those excellent lessons of virtue which | learned among the HOUY HNHNMS; to
ingruct the Y AHOOS of my own family, isfar as| shdl find them docible animds; to behold my figure
ofteninaglass, and thus, if possible, habituate mysdlf by timeto tolerate the sight of ahuman creature; to
lament the brutality to HOUY HNHNM S in my own country, but always tregt their persons with respect,



for the sake of my noble magter, hisfamily, hisfriends, and the whole HOUY HNHNM race, whom
these of ours have the honour to resemblein dl their lineaments, however their intellectuals cameto
degenerate.

| began last week to permit my wifeto it at dinner with me, at the farthest end of along table; and to
answer (but with the utmost brevity) the few questions | asked her. Y et, the smdll of aY AHOO
continuing very offensive, | always keep my nose well stopped with rue, lavender, or tobacco leaves.
And, athough it be hard for aman latein life to remove old habits, | am not dtogether out of hopes, in
sometime, to suffer aneighbour Y AHOO in my company, without the apprehensons | am yet under of
histeeth or hisclaws.

My reconcilement to the Y AHOO kind in generd might not be so difficult, if they would be content
with those vices and follies only which nature has entitled them to. | am not in the least provoked at the
sight of alawyer, apickpocket, acolonel, afool, alord, agamester, apolitician, awhoremonger, a
physician, an evidence, asuborner, an atorney, atraitor, or thelike; thisisall according to the due
course of things: but when | behold alump of deformity and diseases, both in body and mind, smitten
with pride, it immediately breaks al the measures of my patience; neither shall | be ever ableto
comprehend how such an animal, and such avice, could taly together. The wise and virtuous
HOUYHNHNMS, who abound in al excellences that can adorn arationa cregture, have no namefor
thisvicein their language, which has no termsto express any thing that is evil, except those whereby they
describe the detestable qudities of their Y AHOOS, among which they were not able to distinguish this of
pride, for want of thoroughly understanding human nature, asit showsitsdlf in other countries where that
animal presides. But |, who had more experience, could plainly observe some rudiments of it among the
wild YAHOOS.

But the HOUY HNHNMS, who live under the government of reason, are no more proud of the good
quditiesthey possess, than | should be for not wanting aleg or an arm; which no man in hiswitswould
boast of, dthough he must be miserable without them. | dwell the longer upon this subject from the desire
| have to make the society of an English Y AHOO by any means not insupportable; and therefore | here
entreat those who have any tincture of this absurd vice, that they will not presume to comein my sight.

Footnotes:

(1) A stang isapole or perch; sixteen feet and a half.

(2) An act of parliament has been since passed by which some breaches of trust have been made
capita.

(3) Britannia. -SIRW. SCOTT.

(4) London. -SIRW. SCOTT.

(5) Thisistherevised text adopted by Dr. Hawksworth (1766). The above paragraph in the origina
editions (1726) takes another form, commencing:-"1 told him that should | happen to livein akingdom
wherelotswerein vogue," &c. The names Tribniaand Langdon an not mentioned, and the "close stool”
and its Sgnification do not occur.

(6) Thisparagraphisnot inthe origina editions.

(7) The origind editions and Hawksworth's have Rotherhith here, though earlier in the work, Redriff is
said to have been Gulliver'shomein England.
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